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THE EARTHEN VESSEL 
AND 

CHRISTIAN RECORD. 

AND 

THE EMPTY SEPULCHRE. 

" God is the Refuge of His saints 
When storms of deep distress invade ; 

Ere we can offer our complaints, 
Behold HIM present with His aid." 

AS we look upon the new leaf opened by Time-with "ONE THOUSAND 
EIGHT HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVEN" inscribed thereon-we 

hear of little, in the outer world but rumours of wars, commercial panics, 
nation rising against nation, kingdom against kingdom - with many 
men's hearts failing them for fear. 

It has been so with England, and all over the Continent before this. 
And yet England has not been destroyed. The learned William Bridge, 
over two hundred years ago, published his " Thoughts," wherein he said, 
"You see into what sad times you are fallen; OUR ENGLISH SUN IS 
ALMOST SET ; our day of peace and plenty is almost done ; and our con
dition is of all the most lamentable!" Nevertheless, my dear readers, 
our most highly-favoured nation, through the mercy of our God, arose 
triumphant over all her foes ; and with more of external peace and 
prosperity than any other nation on the face of the globe, Great Britain 
has been sustained ; because within her bosom thousands, tens of 
thousands, of God-fearing saints have poured forth their supplications ; 
and, with confidence in the Divine faithfulness, the Church of CHRIST 
has often sung, 

"Let mountains from their seats be hurled 
Down to the deep, and buried there ; 

Convulsions shake the solid world, 
Our faith shall never yield to fear." 

Our fallen nature may sometimes sink into cowardice ; w~th fears, ~or a 
season, she may be frightened ; Satan may put forth all his power either 
to beguile her into a false dream, or alarm her with awful forebodings ; 
but that God-glorifying grace, that heaven-born prince of all spiritual 

VOL. XXXIII.-JANUARY, 1877. B 
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blessings-called "the faith of God's elect "-will again lift up the spirits 
of the faithful above the thickening clouds which often hang over the 
sons of men, because of their dreadful iniquities ; then, as the CHRISTIAN 
stands upon the Rock that is high above all the passing and perishing 
phases of time, he will joyfully exclaim, 

" Loud may the troubled ocean roar ; 
In sacred peace our souls abide; 

'While ev'ry nation, ev'ry shore, 
Trembles and dreads the swelling tide." 

Furthermore, as we are led by the SPIRIT of the living GoD into the 
more sacred chambers of communion with heaven, as we are helped to 
throw ourselves "down at God's feet in n quiet resignation of ourselves 
unto Him," He will experimentally give us to realise the fact that 

" There is a stream, whose gentle flow 
Supplies the city of Olll' God ; 

Life, love, and joy still gliding through, 
And wat'ring our Divine abode." 

As we become more weaned from the externals; as we have travelled and 
toiled on in almost an isolated position, we have-in our silent seasons
enjoyed the further declaration,-

" That sacred stream, Thine Holy Word, 
That all our raging fear controls ; 

Sweet PEACE Thy PROMISES afford, 
And give new strength to fainting souls." 

Whatever may befall poor, miserable Turkey, and her doom is irrevocably 
fixed! whatever dire contentions may arise between Russia, England, 
and nations surrounding; insidious and increasing as may be the Jesuit
ical armies in our own sea-girt isle-the ancient promise made to 
Abraham is a guarantee of safety to our native land, "And the Lord 
said, If I find fifty righteous within the city, then I will SPARE ALL 
THE PLACE FOR THEIR SAKES.'' Blessed be the name of the LORD I 
We have abundant proof that multitudes may be found in the British 
Isles, and in their possessions, in whom the SPIRIT of CHRIST doth 
d\'\>ell; who have a living union to the Son of God ; whose prayers and 
cries ascend unto the FATHER through the adorable ADVOCATE ; and 
who contend most earnestly for the faith once delivered unto the saints. 
Then let us sing, as we set our foot upon the threshhold of 1877,-

" PRAISE GOD from whom all blessings flow." 

Leaving the outer world, and looking briefly on that mysterious 
continent called " CHRISTENDOM," where different kinds of faith and 
various forms of worship exist, I felt confused and confounded; so mixed 
and so opposite the one to the other are these various' professors of a so
called religion, that to form any opinion of our state, or to give an 
intelligent and decided answer to the question, " Watchman, wha.t of the 
night ?" appeared impossible. In this frame of mind I entered a car, 
on a journey to visit one of our family on her death-bed-when, without 
any study on the context, this two-fold sentence came, and laid itself on 
my heart in the softest manner imaginable, and yet with strong certainty 
and frequency,-

" IN THOSE IS CONTINUANCE; AND WE SHALL BE SAVED!" 
Only a thought or two out of the long flow can I ever give. The four 
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Jast chapters of Isaiah, like other parts of his prophecy, are full of 
interest to us Gentiles in these last days. The day of Christ's vengeance, 
the year of His redeemed, the Church in agonies of wrestling, the call 
and conversion of the Gentiles, and the final slaughter of all the enemies 
of EMMANUEL and of His people-are the great subjects with which 
Isaiah closes up his prophetic commission. Open your Bible on Isaiah 
I.xiv., read verses four and five. The Church is represented as having a 
distinct view of the things which God had prepared for them that wait 
for Him. But at that time the Lord appeared to be angry. Consider 
the Church's expressions under Divine teaching-first, she justifies God 
in all the afflictions He had laid upon her ; and, fully confessing her sad 
state, she cries :-

" Behold, Thou art wroth! for WE HAVE SINNED ! " 

When grace reigns in the soul-in the chastened soul-it accepteth the 
punishment; it seeth the rod, and who bath appointed it. No rebellion 
against the Lord then! No charging the guilt of our folly upon another. 
Nay, indeed; its own sin is too apparent; God's visitation is too visible; 
it can only justify Him by a full confession,-" Behold, Thou art wroth; 
FOR WE HA VE SINNED ! " 

My beloved readers, be assured of'. this, that grace of God in the 
regenerated soul which will justify Him in all His chastisements, that 
same grace shall also magnify Him for His immutable faithfulness. 
Looking back into the exercise of love and mercy in the new covenant 
provisions which Jehovah had made, the Spirit-taught, believing soul 
is enabled to see and to exclaim, "IN THOSE IS CONTINUA.i."TCE !" The love 
of God unto all His chosen ones in Christ, is continuous;it is everlasting; 
it has flowed down through the Person of Christ, like a pure river of 
water of life, in all the ages of time ; and everything. hath Ii ved, and 
·everything shall live "Whither the river cometh." Adam saw that 
river, branching out into the four quarters of the globe, and he lfred. 
David, Ezekiel, and John saw this river, and they lived. One Sunday 
morning in 1828, a little stream of the river flowed into my poor soul, 
and it brought life and immortality to light immediately. I saw 
the Lord I I loved Him ! I fell on my knees to worship Him ! I 
cried out, "Lord, fulfil this promise, 'CHRIST SHALL GIVE 
THEE LIGHT!'" And He did! And He has ! And He will! For 
in that river of "God's pleasure" there is "CONTINUANCE :" therefore, 
faith lifts up her voice, exclaiming,-

" AND WE SHALL BE SAVED."* 
What are all those branches of the Tree of Life which John saw in the 
street, and on either side of the river-but the rich provisions ofsowreign 
grace and mercy laid up in Christ the living Head for all who believe in 
Him ? And of which, when the Christ-loving soul beholdeth them, she 
joyfully sings, "In those is continuance, and we shall be saved !" 

Let others spend their time and talent in quaITelling one with 
another-as some of our penmen have done during the years which we 
have left behind-let us, dear readers, confess our sins before a holy, 
just, and righteous God; and in the light of the Spirit we shall rejoice 
in that grand old proclamation, " God so loved the world that He sent 

,. Isaiah !xiv. 5. 
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His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him, should not 
perish, hat have everlasting life." Even if he has no larger or deeper 
testimony to give than that "man of science and man of God," the 
Baronet-James Simpson-who, when near his end, he said :-

" My sole and whole trust is in the love and wotk of Christ, as my 
all-sufficient Sin-Bearer and Saviour, my Creator as well as my 
Redeemer." His nephew, Mr. Robert Simpson, was much with him, 
and records many of his remarks. I can only quote a few :-

" I have not lived so near to Christ as I desired to do. I have had 
a busy life, but have not given so much time to eternal tbingsaslshould 
have sought. Yet I know it is not my merit I am to trust to for eternal 
life. CHRIST IS ALL." Then he added, with a sigh, " I have not got 
far on in the Divine life." I said, "We are complete in Him." "Yes, 
that's it," be replied, with a smile. The hymn expresses my thoughts-

'Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me.' 

I so like that hymn." 
He spoke of not having a mind for theology. "I like the plain Gospel 

truth, and don't care to go into questions beyond that." 
He spoke of his unshaken confidence in Jesus. " I have mixed a 

great deal with men of all shades of opinion. I have heard men of 
science and philosophy raise doubts and objections to the Gospel of 
Christ, but I have never for one moment had a doubt myself since I 
believed.'' I gave him a message from Mr. Jenkinson-" To trust in 
the :finished work of Christ." "That's it," he said ; " that's what I 
desire to do." I repeated a verse of a hymn which Mr. Jenkinson gave 
me for him-

''The sands of time are sinking, 
The dawn of heaven breaks ; 

The summer morn I've sighed for, 
The fair sweet morn, awakes ; 

Dark, dark bath been the midnight, 
But day-spring is at hand, 

And glory, glory dwelleth 
In Immanuel's land." 

" Repeat it again," he said. "Thank him for it. I should so like 
to get a shake of his hand again.'' 

Mr. Morgan called. "Mr. M.," he said, "told me to rest my head 
on Jesus' bosom, as John did at the supper-table. I cannot just do that. 
I think it enough if have hold of the hem of His garment." 

The days glided past, often marked by much pain, but always by 
evidences of strength made perfect in weakness, and grace iiufficient
grace abounding ; till on May 6, his ~pi~it passed, with one great sigh, 
but without struggle or trace of pam, mto the presence of God our 
Saviour. 

There was spiritual life in that great philosopher's soul ; but when 
he came near the shores of an eternal world, neither philosophy nor science 
were of any use to him. Our most exalted and precious Loan JESUS 
CHRIST alone was the Refuge and Rest of his spirit. In all those things 
God has given and promised in His Son-" there is continuance," and 
not one of the ransomed can ever be lost, for Jesus "is the same YESTER
DAY, to-day, and for ev~r." 

What see we now m the evangelical kingdoms at present on the 
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earth ? My nlind has been looking at the three Angels which .John 
saw. In my secret meditations I have, to myself, named them 

THE ANGEL OF WISDOM! THE ANGEL OF WOE! AND 

THE ANGEL OF WARNING ! ! ! 

Do not let us decide to put these Angels off to some future period. My 
conviction is that of them it may be said, "In those is continuance;" 
and " WE," of whom Isaiah giveth a minute description-" they wait for 
the Lord, and they remember Him in His ways;" they declare that they 
are in themselves unclea.n, and all their righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags; yet the Spirit of adoption in them claimeth a Divine relationship: 
" 0 Lord, Thou art our Father ; we are the clay, and Thou our Potter ; 
we are all the work of Thy hand." Then how strong is the Church's 
-appeal at the mercy-seat : "Be not wroth, very sore, 0 Lord; neither 
remember inquity for ever ! Behold ! see ! we beseech Thee." 

"WE ARE ALL THY PEOPLE!" Most conclusively of all included 
in this spiritual "WE," it follows "And we shall be S.A. VED." 

" Saved," because complete in Christ." 
"Saved," because of the secret work of the Spirit of Christ. 
"Saved," because the Angel of Wisdom, who has the everlasting 

Gospel to preach, has been the means~ in God's hands, of making us wise 
unto salvation. 

"Saved," because the Angel of Woe has thrown down all our fleshly 
Babel buildings ! 

"Saved," because the Angel of Warning has shewed unto us the 
eternal misery of all who worship the beast and his image, and who 
received his mark in his forehead, or in his hand. 

Of this Angel of Wisdom, John says: "And I saw another Angel fly 
in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth; and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people." 

WHAT ANGEL IS THIS? 
Isaac Beeman said it was George Whitefield. Certainly he was an 

angelic messenger from the Lord; and upon the wings of a burning love, 
and an impassioned eloquence almost unparalleled, he did fly hither and 
thither, preaching the everlasting Gospel unto them that once dwelt npon 
the'earth. But was George Whitefield the only minister intended by 
this Angel which John saw? I think not. Some think there were, in 
the eighth and ninth centuries, men of this angelic spirit flying through 
the earth; others speak of Wyclitfe, of John Huss, and of many more. 
But our learned John Gill thought this angel represented a set of Gospel 
})reachertf who will appear at the beginning of the spiritual reign of 
Christ, and will be the means of ushering it in. When that spiritual 
reign of Christ will begin, I do not pretend to know. My fear is, that 
it has not began yet; for there is not much of the Almighty power of 
the Holy Ghost manifested, so far as our Churches are concerned ; but if 
this Angel of Wisdom represented an unbroken line of faithful ministers, 
who of God, have had the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell upon the earth, then respecting the true ministers of Christ, it may 
be said, " In those is continuance ;" and by the grace of the ETERNAL 
SPIRIT attending their ministry, sinners have been, and sinners will be 
saved. 
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Have we not-in our own Churches-a continuance of GODLY MINIS
TERS ? I have been looking over the Roll of truthful Ministers now in 
this country. I have examined their testimonies, their uprising, 
their usefulness, their faith, and the fruits of their faith ; and, as there 
are so many now saying, " All our ministers are dead! we have no men 
left now!" I have thought an ancient Puritan's advice might not be out 
of place. My old Puritan once wrote the following words:-" Be sure 
you do not frown, nor look awry upon any that are Christ's servants, for 
how shall God look kindly on you when you look unkindly on those He 
has sent?" "How shall God's face shine on you when your faoe does 
not shine on those He has sent unto you? Take heed," saith Master 
Bridge, " that you frown not on any the Lord bath sent I " What 
would Bridge say of our time ? How much of this frowning has there 
been during the last forty years, to my certain knowledge ! How the 
late belo\"ed Philpot frowned upon dear James Wells, and many more ! 
Ah, indeed, there has been an awful frowning upon some of us with a 
vengeance ; and yet, in those ministers sent forth by Christ, there has 
been a continuance, and salvation's work has been going on. Again I 
say, 

"Praise God from whom all blessings flow." 

In further reviewing the continuance of the ministers of Christ's 
Gospel, special notice should be taken of that particular line which each 
hea,en-ordained servant of God is led, mainly, to travel in. For 
instance, out of a group of the present race of preachers, you may select 
one to begin witp., which is Mr. John Hazelton-who is distinctly, 
emphatically, and powerfully one of the greatest "ATONEMENT 
PREACHERS " of our own age. For twenty-five years he has been 
studying most devoutly the Person and mediatorial work of the Son 
of God ; and of all the sermons he preaches, of all the various 
subjects he enters into, many of his hearers can say, "In those is con
tinuance, and we shall be saved."• 

Of those three Angels, of our ministers, and of "THE EMPTY 
SEPULCHRE," I must not say more until February. May this year of 
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven be one of more pure, 
profitable, and permanent devotion to the LORD, to His service-seeking 
only His glory, and the best interests of His Church and people on the 
earth. God onliknoweth how far I may enter into 1877; but I rejoice in 
the assurance that the Lord has not left Himself without witnesses yet. 
While the pious Boxes, Moyles, Dickersons, and others are going into 
the shade, we have some ripe in the truth, strong in the faith, and 
successful in their work; and not a few younger men springing up to 
fill the places of those who may soon be called home. Until next 
month, I desire gratefully to subscribe myself, dear readers, 

Your obedient servant, 

CHAS. w ATERS BANKS. 

!J. Banbury-roa<l, South Hackney, Dec., 1876. 
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FROM THE DARKNESS OF JUDAISM TO THE LIGHT 
AND LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF MR. ISAAC LEVINSOHN, 
Now a Preacher of the truth as it is in Jesna. 

[This original and truthful narrative has been written expressly for the 
pages of THE EARTHEN VESSEL AND. CHRISTIAN RECORD ; and, as 
we have had the pleasure of Mr. Levinsohn's acquaintance; as he 
has preached for ns acceptably ; as his position in life is honourable 
and useful, we shall have great pleasure in continuing it, if spared, 
until it is complete. We hope, also, to give some of his discourses in 
future nnmbers.-En. " E. V."J 

To THE EDITOR OF THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 

DEAR SIR,-Having been asked by many friends of our Strict 
Baptist denomination to give an account of my experience, shew

ing how I was brought out of the darkness of Judaism into the light 
and liberty of the Gospel of J esns Christ, I, therefore, send yon the 
following manuscript. If you think it worthy of publication in your 
valuable magazine, I shall be very glad for you to do so, hoping that it 
may be a blessing to your readers. 

-------
THE EARLY LIFE OF ISA.Ac LEvmsoHN. 

CHAPTER I. 
His Buthplace--,-His Brother-His Father's Desire for him to Become a Rabbi 

-His Diligent Studies-Rabbi Persuades Him from Reading the Bible-He 
Searches its Pages Secretly-Night and Morning-He is Carefully Instructed in 
the Articles of. the Jewish Faith-Becomes Solemnly Impressed with a Deep Con
cern-What He Must Do to be Saved-He is Called to be a Rabbi-Deep Concern 
About Eternity-His Weeping Confession to His Mother, and to His Rabbi
Bitter Fears of Death, &c. 

I am a native of Russia, from the town of Kovno; I was born in 
the year 1855; my parents are yery pious Jews, devoted much to 
glorify God under the Jewish traditions, &c. My father fasts every 
Monday and Thursday for the reason of mortifying the flesh, and to 
justify himself before God, who has said, " Be ye holy, as I am holy ; " 
"Be ye perfect, as I am perfect." My father's wish has always been to 
bring up his children in the fear of God, and especially that his sons 
might be devout Jews. My brother, who is older than myself, had no 
desire to follow the advice of my father, or to give himself to study the 
Talmud, or devote himself so as to become a Rabbi ; his desire was 
more to study the wisdom of the world in foreign languages ; then 
science, philosophy, &c. He, therefore, entered the gymnasium, in 
Kovno, where he passed several examinations, and afterwards entered 
the University, at Gradno, where he has finished his study. My father, 
however, was not satisfied to see my brother devote so much to the 
world ; he, therefore, made np his mind to endeavour to bring me np a 
pious and devout Jew, under the teaching of a Rabbi, who was an 
earnest minister. 

When I was five years of age my father commenced to instmct . me 
to read Hebrew, and then read the prayers very careful every mornmg, 
afternoon, and evening, and he also informed me if I would always do 
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what my Rabbi wished me, and do and obey him in all ways, and l?ray 
three times a-day, &c., God would be very pleased with me. The idea 
that " God would be very pleased with me " sank very deep into my 
heart, and I always did everything that my dear father and mother, 
and especially what my Rabbi-wished me to do. 

When I was eight years of age I could read any part in the Hebrew 
Bible, and the Targum and Rashi. Soon after, however, when my 
Rabbi found that I made much progress in reading the Bible, Targum, 
and Rashi, &c., he began to instruct me in the Talmud, and induced 
me gradually to give up reading the Bible, as it was more important to 
study the Talmud, so I followed his advice very earnestly, and devoted 
the whole of the days in study with him at his home, as I was the only 
pupil he had undertaken to bring up and instruct in the Ribbinic 
doctrines, &c. . 

On my tenth birthday my father invited a few of his learned friends, 
and the Rabbi, who was my teacher, and three more Rabbis, to 
examine me, and for them to give their judgment, if they thought I 
had the gifts of becoming a Rabbi. However, I passed the examina
tion with much satisfaction. My father being so pleased gave a dinner 
to all the poor of the synagogue, and asked them all to pray to God on 
my behalf, that I may become a Rabbi. My father also promised 
to give me fifty roubles on my thirteenth birthday if I would pass 
another examination with satisfaction. Being so pleased with all that 
had taken place I became more earnest than ever in living a holy life. 
Soon after, however, I began to think more and more earnestly about 
which was really the Word of God; and, reasoning with myself,! came 
to the conclusion that the Bible must be the Book given by God. I 
therefore asked my Rabbi if I could devote a little more time in 
reading the Bible? My Rabbi, however, wished me to occupy the 
whole of my time in the Talmudic study. I therefore willingly followed 
followed his advice. But, as I had much desire of reading the Bible, 
I made up my mind to read it for one hour every night before I went 
to bed; and two hours every morning before morning prayers. 

Many months passed over, and I diligently obeyed the orders of 
my beloved parents and Rabbi. When my thirteenth birthday was 
drawing nigh, I began to be instructed in the articles of the Jewish 
faith. My Rabbi told me that, as soon as I would become thirteen 
years of age I should be considered a man; shall have to be responsible 
for my sins before our God Jehovah. This great thought of responsi
bility of my sins solemnised my mind, and led ·me to very earnest 
inquiry, "What to do to be saved?" 

When I was twelve years and eleven month old, my father took me 
to the synagogue; informed me that all the sins I had committed till 
then was upon him ; but all sins which I should commit from the day 
of my thirteenth birthday, I shall be responsible and answerable for 
before God. I asked my father if he would continue to bear my sins 
for two or three months longer, as I was afraid that I should very soon 
sin against the Holy One? My father, however, told me that it could 
not be done, so I had to be answerable for myself. When my thirteenth 
birthday came, my father took me to the synagogue, where he offered 
me to the Lord, with a prayer, according to the Jewish custom; and 
thanked God that he got rid of being responsible of my sins. 
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On the same day my father invited to his house several of the 
elders of the congregation, and my Rabbi, who examined me in what 
I had learned since my tenth birthday. Soon after I was examined the 
Rabbi and others expressed their judgment that they helieved that the 
God of our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and of Jacob, had called me to 
the ministry of the Jewish faith; and after my father aod Rabbi put 
their hands upon me, and blessed me, saying, "The Lord bless thee, as 
Ephraim and Manasseh," &c. My father then gave me the promised 
present, fifty roubles, which I wished my father to distribute to the 
poor in the synagogue, and ask them to pray for me, which was done. 
On the next day I went to the synagogue with my phylacteries to pray, 
and was very careful in my prayers, which lasted nearly two hours. I 
felt rather weary and tired; and as I was putting my phylacteries 
together after prayers, unfortnnately I dropped them on the floor, and 
I had to fast all day (not eat or drink anything for twelve hours 
according to Rabbinic teaching). That, however, was done with satis
faction, because I delighted to do all things to please God. Soon after 
I began to feel much concerned about my justification before God. I 
felt that none of my good works could really justify me before the Holy 
One. I went home with many serious thoughts about eternity. When 
my beloved mother noticed me in such a serious state, she asked me 
what had happened to me ? After which I fell on her neck, kissing 
her and wept bitterly for some time. I then said, " Mother, I am so 
afraid that God will not be satisfied with my goodness ! I also feel 
that if death should summon me, I should be unworthy of standing 
before God unpardoned." My beloved mother, however, persuaded me 
that if I would continue to study the Talmud; obey the orders of my 
Rabbi ; and do all that father and mother wished me to do, and 
pray three times a-day, &c., I shall then be saved, This answer did 
not satisfy my poor anxious soul. Some weeks passed, and I still 
·continued to study the Talmud, under the instruction of my teacher. 
The Rabbi, on one occasion, asked me what had happened to me? He 
said that he could see a very great difference in me since ~y thirteenth 
birthday. I told him that since I became responsible for my sins, I 
felt that I shall never be justified before God, and often was I troubled 

. with the fear of death. Most bitterly I cried, and said, "Rabbi ! if I 
should die, where should I go to ? " His reply was, " You will have to 
be punished for your sins first ; " and he informed me that every one 
that sucked the milk of bis mother's breast must go to hell for some 
time; but the good shall, after punishment, enter the Paradise, and be 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This did not satisfy me. The fears 
of death still more increased, and so I went on for some time, very 
much downcast and lonely-not knowing what to do to be saved-till 
one day I asked my father if he knew any way by which I could be 
saved? But, unfortunately, be could not give me any better answer 
than that my Rabbi had told me. 

CHAPTER II. 

TRIES Secular Employment-Returns to Rabbi-Bible Truth Dawns Upon 
His Mind-Is Laid Down on a Sick Bed-Physician Pronounces His Cure" Doubt
ful "-Pronounces Himself "Lost," but is Led to Cry Fervently unto God. 

When my father noticed that I was so troubled in my study, he 
C 
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recommended me to give up the study of the Bible and the Talmud for 
a few months, and enter the services of a police office, where I was for 
some months, and afterwards I received an offer to accept a situation in 
the office of a judge, where I remained a few months. But, however, 
1 felt that my business was more in the synagogue and study, and so 
become a pious Jew, and a Rabbi. I leR the office and went to my 
Rabbi again, and told him ,that I would not continue in any other 
work but in the work of God, which pleased my Rabbi very much, and 
I began again to read the Bible every morning and evening, and study 
it very carefully, and, with much surprise, I looked at the words of the 
Psalmist, who says, "There is not one that is righteous, no, not one ! " 
'l'his had a great influence on my heart, and I made perfectly sure that 
I should never go to heaven, because I cannot be righteous. I said, 
" Even the Bible informs me so." With tears in my eyes I went again 
to my mother, and asked her if she could tell me "what to do to be 
saved?" My mother cried bitterly, and replied," It will be well with 
you if you continue in the law," &c. 

Seeing that I could not get any satisfaction to my poor immortal 
and hungry soul, I kept on for many months in great misery and 
despair, till I became very ill, and was confined to my bed in much 
weakness and despair for many weeks. My dear parents . did all that 
was in their power to restore me, but the more they looked for my 
recovery, the more I sank into despoiidency. One day, with tearsonmy 
cheeks, I said to my father, " Dear father, yon are very kind, and you 
show to me your most affectionate feelings in all your endeavours to 
look after my recovery. Nothing in the world could make my heart 
more glad than to see my dear father's love exercised so much. But O! 
dear father, with all that I am not satisfied. I want to feel that God 
of our fathers, is my God and Father, and want to feel His Fatherly 
lcive." 

Presently, the physician visited me, and many friends and relations 
came to see me. My beloved mother came in, crying very bitterly, and 
asked the physician if he thought l should recover, but the answer was 
" doubtful ! " ' 

Then my dear mother, with very bitter cries and lamentation, fell 
upon my bed and kissed me, saying, "My dear, I remember you asked 
me several times what to do to be saved, &c.; you also told me yon 
were afraid to die Lecanse of your sinnership before God. How do you 
feel now ? " I could hardly answer then, because of my weakness ; but 
with all my energy I replied, " I am lost! I am lost ! " and then lifted 
up my hand and heart unto the Lord, with the sweet Psalmist of Israel, 
"GaUeni Vehabitti Nefloesecha "-" Open Thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold the wonders in Thy law." Afterwards, being quite exhausted, 
I could not speak for several days and nights ; and still more darkness 
and fears of death surrounded me. Once more I thought of the words 
of David, " Open mine eyes," &c. Then my Rabbi and others came to 
see me, as it was thought it would be the last time. They all engaged 
in prayer. I could then speak a little. I said to them, "Pray that 
the Lord may open my eyes, that I may know the God of our fathers as 
my God, and it shall suffice me." The Lord heard my prayer. I got 
a little better; I began to recover, but very slowly. The physician 
visited me once more, and recommended my father to send me to the 
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hospital. My dear father asked my mother if she thought it advisable 
to send me to the hospital ; but my beloved mother replied, " My house 
is not for myself; my property is not for myself; my life is not for 
myself-all is for my dear Isaac; my dear Isaac shall remain at home, 
and the physician shall visit him every day." Thanks be to God that 
giveth the victory I The Lord, in His wercy, restored me, and gave 
me strength and health, that in the courstf of a few weeks I perfectly 
recovered. 

CHAPTER III. 

CALLED to Leave Home, and Native Land, &c.-Parents and Friends Entreat 
Him not to Go-Nothing Could Hold Him-The Solemn and Painful Tearing Him
self from Home, Parents, and Friends---Fearful Work in Crossing the Russian 
Frontier-Travels Through Part of Germany-The Letters Between Himself ;md 
Parents-Journeys and Losses on the Way-Left in Destitution, &c. 

As soon as I recovered, I said to my father that I should very much 
like to leave my native land, and search if I can find that which my 
soul longeth for. My father, however, would not let me go abroad; 
but all his refusals were of no use. One night, as I was reading my 
Gemara-I was very tired-I fell asleep; suddenly I awoke, and felt 
the words of Genesis xii. 1-" Get thee out of thy country, and from 
thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will show 
thee." These words sank in my heart, and I could not possibly forget 
them. I then said to my father, if he would not let me go abroad, I 
would go without permission-" If I die, I die ! but I must go ! '' My 
dear father seeing nothing could prevent me to leave my native country, 
then consented, and prayed that the God of Israel may be with me 
wherever I intended to go. 

In July, 1871, my father invited many friends and relations at 
his house, to see me once more before I would leave my native land. 
All friends and relations being assembled ( almost every one of theni 
with tears in their eyes), persuaded me to remain at home. But being 
full with the desire of going away, I felt very grieved at the request 
of all present. I replied, " If I cannot go, I cannot-must not live ! " 
Then all began to comfort me, and wishing me much success in my 
journey. I was then sixteen years of age. 

The next morning came, and I was about to take my journey. 
Many friends and relations, and all that were interested in my beloved 
parents, came to see me, and wish me farewell ! In the afternoon we 
started to the station, which was about five miles from home; and about 
one hundred people followed me. When I wished Good-bye to my 
beloved inother my eyes gave very little sight, through bitter crying ; 
and all my friends wept bitterly. When I wished Farewell to my 
beloved father, I kissed him. My most beloved father then put his 
hands upon ·my head, and said, "May the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
of Jacob, our, fathers, keep and preserve thee near to His Holy Word, 
the Bible, and to the holy writings of our holy Rabbis (Gemara)." 
And I replied," Amen and Amen." When I entered the carriage, and 
the train started, then the most affecting sight was witnessed, when my 
beloved parents, and all friends, and my mother, with a babe in her 
arms, lifted up their hands; my mother fainted. Never shall I forget 
that time! My~elf fell on the floor, fainting, and several people called 
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me to life again. Whilst sitting in the carriage, I lifted up my voice 
and prayed unto the Lord to take me in his arms, and be my Father, 
Mother, Brother, and Friend, yea, my All and all. 

Little did I think then that I should be able to say, with a heart of 
satisfaction,-

"Jesus, my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, 
My Prophet. Priest, and King, 

My Way, my Life, my All in all." 

But the Lord led me in a way whieh he had marked out for me to go 
in. 

"God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform." 

The train brought me to a S:ffiall town, Verbelow, where the boundary 
of Russia is. I then had a trial to get over the boundary, for no one is 
permitted to cross the boundary unless by special permission from the 
Government; unfort.unately I had no permission; I had, therefore, to 
do the best I could possibly do. The evening came, I was very tired ; 
entered a little house of a Jew, and asked if they could let me stay for 
the night, but, unfortunately, they had no room. I was asked if I 
would go upon the roof of the house and sleep there all night, which I 
was glad to do. In the morning, about six o'clock, I got up, and started 
on my way; watched carefully how I could cross over the boundary, 
being much afraid. I cried very bitterly, knowing that soldiers who 
are on duty at the boundary have a right to shoot or use any weapons, 
if necessary, for any one who crosses the boundary without permission. 
Standing alone for some time, I watched the movements of the soldiers; 
to my happiness, they walked about; I being very quiet, and in a corn
field, they could not see me. At once, seeing they were gone a few yards, 
I took off my boots, so that I might run off quietly. I ran in great 
fear, and, by God's help, crossed the boundary. As soon as I was over, 
to my joy, there was a large cornfield. I went into th~ field, and then 
the soldiers, seeing me, made haste, but did not cross the boundary, 
which is against the law. One of the soldiers fired his gun, but, thanks 
to God, without hurt to me. I then ran through the cornfield, and 
came to a small village of Germany, where I took a train to Koningsberg. 
I arrived at Koningsberg, and stayed there a few weeks, to see a little 
of Germany. But my soul found no satisfaction there. 

Went from Koningsberg to Berlin, where I stayed a few weeks. I 
then wrote to my beloved parents, and my dear father replied, wishing 
me God's blessing, hut hoping that I would never go further than Berlin. 
My reply was, I would gladly submit to my father's wishes, but should 
the Lord call me further I would obey His voice. I stayed in Berlin a 
few weeks; having bad a knowledge of the German language, I got a 
situation as a junior clerk, in an office at Berlin ; but my soul had no 
satisfaction, especially as the Jews in Germany are not very pious, nor 
so particular in their rites and worship as the Jews in Russia and Poland. 
I then wrote to my beloved father, and informed him that I could not 
stay any longer in Germany, seeing I could not observe the order of the 
Jewish faith so well as in my native land. The reply my father sent 
was as follows:-

" MY BELOVED lsAAC,-1 received your letter, and am very sorry 
to hear that you are about to go away from Germany, and be very far 
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away from us. My darling child, I cannot tell you how we feel for you. 
Every day your mother sheds tears, and laments because our beloved 
Isaac is not with us. Dear child, we would be very thankful and 
unspeakably happy if you would return home. Your mother says, since 
her dear child has gone, her joy and comfort of her heart has departed 
from her. Believe me this is my feeling too. Should I not be able to 
persuade you to come home, do remain in Germany. I would, therefore, 
ask you, for God's Name sake, keep the commandments very strictly; 
the oral and written laws. May they be the object of your life, and 

, your near companions. I have your perfect phylacteries. And 
may the God of our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and of Jacob, be with you. 
Amen. Adieu, adieu, adieu." 

The following is the translation of a reply to the above:
To my most affectionate parents. 
MY BELOVED FATHER,-I read your letter with much pleasure; 

but I must tell you at once that I feel it is not the will of the God of 
our fathers that I should stop in Germany nor return to Russia. Since 
I left home I never had a happy hour. Every night, when I lay my 
head on my pillow, I bitterly lament over all the sweet comforts I left 
behind me. But I must confess that I feel I must go a long journey, 
till the God of our fathers will satisfy my poor soul. Let me also tell 
you that I expect troubles l!-nd trials till I may find satisfaction; but I 
am satisfied ; I will ohey the voice cf Him who has saved our fathers 
out of all their· troubles. My dear and beloved parents, I am about to 
take my journey; don't write to me till I get to Hamburg, and then I 
will write to you again. Peace be with you, once more to my beloved 
mother. I always dream that,! see you, my dear mother, walking about 
the streets of Kovno, and inquiring," Where is my darling child, Isaac?" 
Dear mother, I shall never forget you! Yea, I cannot help thinking of 
_you every moment, and. shall do till I close my eyes in death. Fare-
well. I remain, dear parents, your ever-affectionate son, 

ls.A.Ac LEVINS0HN. 
After the above correspondence I left Berlin for Hamburg, having 

had a very great desire to see much about Germany, I took my journey 
on foot. After walking three or four hours, I met two young men
one a native of Poland, and the other of Prussia, with whom I made a 
little acquaintance. I found that they were travelling to England; but 
they would go about Germany, Austria and Saxony, Hanover and 
Brunswick, before they would sail for England. Having found that 
they were travelling to England, I asked them if they would not object 
to my company, as I was going to England. To my joy they agreed, 
and we then proceeded on our journey. I am sorry I cannot remember 
all the towns and_ villages we went through, else I could give a full 
account of them. All three of us travelled on for some time. Un
fortunately for us we had no passports, and were not permitted to lodge 
anywhere, as it was not long after the French and German war; the 
inhabitants were very cautious. We, therefore, were compelled to sleep 
in corn-fields 'lJld woods; sometimes in cemeteries. Often we laid down 
weary and tired, and got up and found ourselves in much rain. How
ever, we went on and on, and put up with all that. 

. One day I was very weary, and we came to a wood, and went to 
sleep under a large tree. As I was fast asleep these two young men had 
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stolen all my money out of my pockets, and taken away my bundle of 
clothes which I put under my head as a pillow; and they left me in the 
wood (or forest) without money and without clothes! Such was my 
position when I awoke from my sleep. To my great surprise I found 
myself robbed; I wept bitterly; I did not know which way to turn. I 
lifted up my face heavenward, and cried unto the Lord to lead me
" Lead me in Thy truth," &c., was my cry. I made up my mind to go 
as straight as I could; so I did for about six hours. Night came, and 
darkness filled the earth; and I was now alone, weary, and hungry. No. 
bread to eat! No water to drink I No money to buy with! No bed 
to sleep on! I went on in darkness, weeping and praying. Afterwards. 
I beheld a light shining afar off, which appeared to me very little. I 
went straight on for about two hours, till I came to that place where 
the light was, and it was a farmhouse. I knocked at the door, and an 
old lady opened it, and asked me who I was. My reply was, I am a 
poor Jew boy going to England; I am hungry and weary; I think I 
am dying. The dear old lady welcomed me; gave me something to eat 
for supper, and then a nice bed to sleep on, where I rested; and the 
following day had to proceed on my journey. 

In the morning I started on my way to the nearest village, which, 
was about eighteen miles. Many woods which were on the road I had 
to go through. I had a piece of bread, and I ate it, and had nothing 
more to eat till I got to the village. I walked for about three hours,. 
and then came to a large forest, where I met an old man with a small 
parcel. I asked him if he had a piece of bread he could give me. 
"With pleasure," he replied; but as soon as he gave it to me I refused 
to accept it, as the bread was buttered, and, as a Jew, I would not eat 
butter made by Christians, so I had to go on very hungry ; and, 
unfortunately, happened to lose my way, and went in the wrong road, 
in which I walked for about four more hours, till I came to a forest, 
where I laid down to rest, and went to sleep. When I awoke, I found· 
that the darkness of the night had come, and I was alone in the woods .. 

(To be continued.) 

RE SIGN ATION. 

"Not my will, but Thine be done." 

"THY will be done," what e'er betide, 'tis "All things shall work for good;" those-
best. I can't trace 

In Thy safe keeping I can calmly rest ; I fain would leave, and lean upon Thy 
Nothing shall harm the lambs of Jesu's grace. 

fold. Father, I would not take one step alone, 
Guarded by love, unmeasured as untold. Lead thro' this wilderness Thy little one;· 
If dark my path I cannot, cannot fear, May all my joys and all my sorrows be 
Whilst by such tender arms Thou draw'st As blessings, bearing me nearer to Thee. 

me near; [ side, Thou Kindest of the kind, to Thee I flee, 
'Tis there I learn to know, close by Thy Mid earthly changes, let me cling to. 
What 'tis to trust in Thee, e'en tho' Thou Thee. 

chide. Oh, let :ne nestle 'neath Thy fond em--
Past, present. future, all is in Thy hand, brace, 
Every event doth come at Thy command; Resting till I shall see Thee face to face 

Liverpool. M. J. S. 
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THE UPPER AND NETHER SPRINGS OF CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNION, MEDITATION, AND EXPERIENCE. 

[A few notes gathered up from a sermon preached in Zion chapel, Sheerness. by 
Mn. MITOHENALL, of Lower Norwood; in the delivery of which the blessino
of the Lord was realized.] " 

" They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths : their soul is 
melted because of trouble."-PSA. cvii. 26. 

THE first word in our text means the dear people of God. " They 
mount up to the heaven," and they are the only people that do, in a 

gracious or spiritual sense. Dr. Watts says, 

" Fools never raise their thoughts so high, 
Like brutes they live, like brutes they die; 
Like brutes they perish when Thy breath 
Blasts them in everlasting death." 

The Word of God supports the solemn truth of the verse, and declares 
the fact: "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God; corrupt 
are they, and have done abominable iniquity; there is none that doeth 
good" (Psa. liii. 1). The text refers to God's people only; they mount 
up to the heaven. Other people are earth-bound, sin-bound, lust
bound; or, as the blessed Word of God says, "They are carried captive 
by the devil at his will;" yea, more, they have neither disposition to 
leave the world, or to rise above it. Not so with you and me, dear 
child of God; do we not sometimes say in sweet feeling, 

" Give me the wings of faith to rise 
Within the veil, and see 

The saints above ; how great their joys, 
How'bright their glories be 1 

Once they were mourners here below, 
And wet their couch with tears; 

They wrestled hard, as we do now, 
With sins, and doubts, and fears." 

The people of God are not like others; they rise and mount up to the 
heavens when blessed with the wings of faith and love, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit; and if we have only for a few minutes said in truth, 
with John Newton, 
· "Let worldly minds the world pursue, 

It has no charms for me," 

we are a blessed people, and shall be blessed when He comes to make 
up the number of His elect. We shall try to notice, first, communion 
with our God in Trinity-namely, God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost; not emanations of God, but Persons, blessedly 
co-equal and co-eternal, one in will, purpose, promise, and power. 
The only time recorded in the Scriptures when the blessed Trinity was 
both audible and visible on earth was at the baptism of our dear Lord. 
I will give the· account of it; may the Spirit of truth lead the mind of 
those who set aside water baptism to ponder the path of their feet in 
this matter. There, we have the sanction of the Trinity, without doubt 
or gainsaying: "And it came to pass in those days that Jesus came 
from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan; and 
straightway coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opened, 
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and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon Him. And there came a 
voice from heaven, saying, Thou art My beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased" (Mark i. 9-11). God's saints mount up to heaven in 
communion with Jesus; and say," It is good to be here." We feel the 
power of prayer sweetens our cares, strengthens our faith, and forces us 
from the power of those evils which we are the subjects of. Moreover, 
there is at times communion among the saints. Of old it was said," See 
how these Christians love one another!" and so they do now. You 
may, even in these times of confusion, if you have spiritual discernment, 
" take know ledge of them that they have been with Jesus.'' "Then 
they that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and the Lord 
hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name.'' 
They mount to heaven, and by precious faith see His reigning power 
over all things. " Our God is in the heavens," and has power over all 
flesh, whether they be friends or foes of His Church and people. 

In our troubles, or our distresses of mind from losses, temptations, 
persecutions, and afflictions, all tend by God to lead us upward, and to 
set our affections on things above, not on things on the earth. Recon
ciliation is a heavenly place in Christ; God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto Himself. God Himself ever was reconciled to His people. 
While we were yet sinners Christ died for the ungodly; and a clear 
sight of this made the great Apostle say, "Now then we are ambas
sadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us ; we pray you, 
in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God, for He hath made Him to be 
sin for ns, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him." 

Secondly, God'11 people go down again to the depths in meditation, 
and in solemn admiration of God's eternal election of His people. What 
deep mysteries! "God's election is a truth," says Joseph Hart, "Was 
not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the Lord, yet 1 loved Jacob, and I 
hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the 
dragons of the wilderness" (Mal. i.). Again, "The children not being 
yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him that calleth; 
it was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As it is 
written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated" (Romans ix.). 
Now Jacob is a representative of God's election, and Esau is a repre
sentative of God's eternal reprobation. 

What a deep mystery, also, is the incarnation and nativity of our 
dear Lord! Mysterious conception, holy generation, and utter humiliation! 
" She brought forth her first-born Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them 
in the inn." Hence Paul says, "Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though He was rich, yet He, for our sakes, became poor, 
that we, through His poverty, might be made rich.'' 

We may notice, further, God's people mount up to the heaven, and 
go down to the depths, in a way of knowledge of themselves, in their 
ntter fallen condition, by union to the first Adam. How vile and base, 
how weak and worthless; the Holy Spirit shows the dear people of God 
they are all this by nature; even as David, in his confession, declares, 
"Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother con-
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ceive me." So the Ohurch of old declared, '' The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the ass his m11ster's crib; but Israel doth not know, My people doth 
not consider. Ah! sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed 
of evildoers, children that are corrupters; they have forsaken the Lord, 
they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone 
away backward. Why should ye be stricken any more ? Ye will rnvolt 
more and more, the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From 
the sole of the foot even unto the head, there is no soundness in it; but 
wounds and bruises, and putrifying sores; they have not been closed, 
neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment" (Isa. i.). This is 
the condition, and if you are taught by the blessed Spirit you find it 
true, in yourself, to your own sorrow, grief, and shame; and you have 
to make your confessions before His dear Majesty from time to time. 
Again, this will be the constant employment of the saints below. Look 
at the great Apostle, he had abundance of revelations, even taken to the 
third heavens, or paradise, and heard unspeakable words which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter, or which he was not able to utter; and yet on 
the very heels of this, a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 
buffet him. So it will be with you and me, we shall mount up to the 
heaven; then, like Peter of old, want to abide in the mount ; but 
"they go down again to the depths, and their soul is melted because of 
trouble." All God's dear people have their besetting sin; this com
passes them about like bees, fills their poor minds often with distress 
and trouble. They have their enemies who thrust at them, as it was 
with David, who cried, " I shall fall one day by the hand of Saul." 
They have their fears, too; often fearing they will not_endure to the 
end. They have their dark and lonely paths; like the sparrow, alone 
on the housetop-

" They seem forsaken and alone, 
They hear the lion's roar; 

And every door is shut but one, 
And that is Mercy's door." 

What a sweet fact! Mercy's door is open, and never will be shut against 
.a poor, coming, sensible sinner. John Bunyan says that God has got 
bags of mercy not broken into yet for poor, coming sinners to Jesus 
·Ohrist. This makes the fountains to flow with teais of hope, mingled 
with joy and sorrow, in a a poor, guilty, coming sinner; and such know 
what Hart means :-

" Mercy is welcome news indeed 
To those who guilty stand, 

Wretches that feel what help they need, 
Will bless the helping hand." 

The Lord add His blessing for His Name's sake. 

We have two of the greatest pawns of our going to heaven that ever 
were : first, we have the Lord Christ there with our nature, to show that 
man's nature shall come thither ; and the Holy Ghost also in our hearts 
to shew we shall come thither also, for the Spirit will fetch us up, nor 
.rest until He hath brought us thither.-0oodwin's Marrow. 
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THAT BLESSED WITNESS FOR VITAL GODLINESS~ 
JOSEPH HART. 

His LIFE, His HYMNS, AND THE MoNUMENT RECENTLY EREOTED 
TO His MEMORY. 

AS a frontispiece to this new volume of THE EARTHEN VESSEL we 
have given a correct representation of the monument which has 

recently been erected in Bunhill-fi.elds, to perpetuate the memory of the 
late deeply-exercised, but mercifully-delivered, Joseph Hart, who was for 
a few years only a faithful minister of the Gospel in Jewin-street, 
whose hymns have proved a source of spiritual consolation to thousands 
for over one hundred years; and many of them are still sung in the 
assemblies of true Christian worshippers in all parts of this and other
lands, where the Gospel of the grace of God is preached, and experi
mentally realised. 

The inscription on the front of the monument will be found in the 
view referred to. The lines on the left and on the right hand sides, we 
here transcribe. · 

ImC'l'iptum on the Left Side. 

JOSEPH HART 
WAS, BY THE FREE 

AND SOYEREIGN GRACE 
AND SPIRIT OF GOD, 

RAISED UP FROM THE 
DEPTHS OF SIN, 

A.."-D DELITERED FROM THE 
BO~DS OF MERE PROFESSION, 

AND SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
A.1'D LED TO REST ENTIRELY FOR 

SAL YATION IN THE FTh'lSHED ATONEMENT 
A..XD PERFECT OBEDIENCE OF CHRIST. 

" MF.RCY IS WELCOME XF."W'S, INDEED, 
To THOSE WHO GUILT\" STAND; 

WRETCHES WHO FEEL WHAT HELP THEY NEED, 
WILL BLESS THE HELPING HAND." 

Hl/ffln 51. 

Inscription on tT,e Rigkt Side. 

"THOUGH I AM A 
STRANGER TO OTHERS, 

AND A WONDER TO 
MYSELF, YET I KNOW HIM (CHRIST), 
OR, RATHER, AM KNOWN OF HIM." 

"WHERE SIN ABOUNDED 
GRACE DID MUCH MORE ABOUND." 

" 0 ! BRING NO PRICE ! 
GOD'S GRACE IS FREE 

TO PAUL, AND MAGDALENE, 
AND ME." 

Hart'• Ezperience. 

"NONE BUT JESUS 
CAN DO HELPLESS SINNERS GOOD," 

Hvmn 100 •. 

We humbly trust this memorial of Mr. Joseph Hart will awaken 
in the consciences of many, through the grace of the Holy Spirit, deep 
convictions of the absolute necessity of a genuine repentance toward 
God, and of a heaven-wrought faith in the adorable Person of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, for we believe that solemn sentence found in 
Mr. Hart's experience to contain more awful truth than thousands or 
professing people are now prepared to acknowledge. He says, 
" Pharisaic zeal, and Antinomian security, are the two engines of Satan, 
with which he grinds the Church in all aies, as betwixt the upper and 
the nether millstone. The space between them is much narrower and 
harder to find than most men imagine. It is a path which the vulture's 
eye bath not seen; and "NONE CAN SHEW IT us BUT THE HOLY GHOST." 

May the Eternal Spirit lead and enable us to try, to examine, to. 
prove our state as in the sight of a heart-searching God ; and to be 
assured by the witness of the Divine Paraclete that we have passed 
from death into eternal life. The fearfully varied experience Mr. Hart 
passed through was to enable him to produce .those unparalleled poems of 
experimental godliness-a review of which, and of his character and 
life, will (n.v.) appear in these pages very soon. 



AND OHRISTIAN REOORD. 2~ 

THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

"NOMINALLY we were Baptist Minis
ters." Astounding confession I Baptist 
ministers I Indirectly, Mr. Dennett, in 
his book, The Step I Have Taken, ignores 
your office,your character, and your work, 
entirely. As we showed last month, Mr. 
Ed. Dennett was a very sedate, and, by 
many, a well-accepted Baptist preacher. 
But at that very time. he now says, in 
spirit and in practice, he was outside of 
the Baptist denomination altogether. 
Mr. Dennett-in a letter to his friend, 
who was also then a "Baptist minister" 
-says, "We found ourselves entirely out 
of harmony with our fellow-ministers ; 
we were afraid to ask them to preach in 
our pulpits ; we could not support their 
societies, we stood aloof from their 
political proceedings,wehad no sympathy 
with their plans for denominational ex
tension, and there were some things in 
my teaching, or preaching at least, which 
were not according to the mind of God!" 
We remember being told by one of Mr. 
Dennett's friends, that ·his pastor was ill, 
and was gone on the Continent, where he 
continued for several months ; and who 
can wonder at his breaking down under 
such conflicting circumstances ? " Nomi
nally ·we were Baptist ministers," not so 
in heart and soul, not so in faith and prin
ciple, but only" nominally." Preaching 
and practising as a Baptist minister, 
writing and publishing books condemning 
the Plymouth Brethren, at the same 
time, or soon after going over to them. 
Of late years many men of this kind have 
left the Baptist Churches, and have gone, 
some to New Connexion Methodists, 
some to the Church of England, some to 
the Roman Catholics, and some, like the 
late George Dawson, into the extremes of 
error. In the earliest ages it was the 
same; John said, "They went out from us 
because they were not of us ; if they had 
been of us they would, no doubt, have 
continued with us. But they went out 
that they might be made manifest that 
they were not all of us." These strange 
movements in the conduct of the professed 
lead~rs of the people are painfully per
p~exmg to young seekers whose faces are 
Z1onward. Baptist ministers I are we 
any ?f _us only " nominally " so? We 
fear 1t 1s the case with many. But we 
purpose fo look more carefully into Mr. 
Dennett's published experience. 

The Baptist .Almanack jw 1877. R. 
Banks, Racquet-court, Fleet-street. On 
every hand we are told this is the very 
best edition of this annual that has ever 
:yet been _Published. Such a quantity of 
mformnt1on so correctly given, and so 

beautifully arranged, at the small price 
of twopence, printed, illustrated, and 
completed in the best style, is creditable 
to all who have taken part therein. It 
not only deserves, but must command, 
very extensive patronage. 

John Bell and his book on "The Uniterl 
States as the Messianic World-ldngdom" 
is waiting for a quiet season, wherein to 
try and weigh its deep assertions on pro
phecy. Meanwhile, this pamphlet of 
seventy-two pages can be had of S. W. 
Partridge & Co., for one shilling. 

The Fireside is a splendid annual 
volume. It is printed and bound fit for 
the Queen's library, or to lay on the 
drawing-room table of any class in the 
kingdom. As a Scriptural expositor, as 
anhistorian,asa biographical and critical 
reviewer, as the chief amongst a host of 
literary writers on all excellent subjects, 
we consider the Rev. Charles Bullock to 
be head and shoulders above his fellows. 
He has many imitators, but for richness 
in variety, for sterling themes, for pro
fitable and pleasureable reading, we 
believe he has no equal. Fireside, in 
monthly parts and in elegant yearly 
volumes, can be had at Hand and Heart 
offices, 75, Shoe-lane. Fleet-street. 

"Hugh Stowell." A biography in five 
chapters, of that once loyal Protestant 
orator, and faithful Gospel preacher, 
Hugh Stowell, is given in the yearly 
volume of Day oj Days for 1876, written 
expressly for this choice Sunday book, 
by its editor, the Rev. Charles Bullock. 
If ye love that Christianity which gushes 
out of a new heart. where life eternal is 
a never-failing spring, and which flows 
through the household, in the stL1dy, in 
the pulpit, and continues steadily on to 
the shores of Jordan, where the ran
somed soul departeth to its native home ; 
if this is the religion ye love, then in 
Hugh Stowell's life ye may both see its 
shadows and hear its sound. And ve 
will not wonder that Hugh, in his eariy 
days, would stray from church into 
chapel, to hear the Manx preacher de
clare that the Gospel feast was like 
"mountains of p01·ridge and 1·ivers of 
new milk." We bless the Lord that ever 
such a man did live as Hugh Stowell. 
England wants a thousand just such men 
now ; and if it were our Father's will 
He could raise them. Day of Days' 
office is also at 75, Shoe-lane. 

" The Bulls at Newport Pagnell." ·we 
heard of those thl·ee successors in the 
Independent chapel, when last at New
port Pagnell, father, son, and grandson 
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following each ot.her successively as 
pastors over one Church, and have read, 
with much interest, in Mr. C. H. Spur
geon's Sword and Trowel, a notice of the 
once ancient. quaint, honest and pros
perous preacher, William Bull, of whose 
works and ways we wish to give a leaf 
or two in Chee1-i11g Words. Mr. Spm
geon 's caricatme of "Street Preaching" 
is harshly censmed by the ladies ; but 
when he rut.s himself in John Plough
man's place he deals heavy blows at the 
hollow pretensions of many who cannot 
be either themselves or original and 
honest in their work. In all our journeys, 
both in public and private, we are met 
with one question, " What do you think 
of Mr. Spurgeon? " It is of small sig
nificance what we, or any other such tiny 
individual, may think. · Nevertheless, as 
many press the question, we have a reply 
which may some day appear. The prac
tical. the benevolent. and the outer circle 
of Christianity, is fairly represented in 
Sword and Trowel. Published by Pass
more & Alabaster, Paternoster-buildings. 

. grievous wolves from the faithful shep
herds." We feel thankful to find there 
is at least one cheap weekly paper 
which pursues the necessary work of 
" taking forth the precious from the 
vile." Let us all, in a clear and holy 
manner, echo, again and again, the 
Redeemer's warning, " Beware of false 
prophets which come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves ; ye shall know them by their 
fruits." 

.A.lmanacks in sheets. Do you wish 
for one to put in your study 1 Get" The 
Gleaner and Sower .A.lmanack," at Houl
stone's. For every day in the year you 
will find a portion from the Treasury, 
blessed and suited to your soul. Would 
you like a very large sheet for the kitchen? 
Get " The Fireside .A.lmanack," at 75, 
Shoe-lane. Have you a workshop or 
factory 1 Put up therein" John Plough
man's Sheet .A.lmanack." 

Living Faith. Sermon by Mr. Thomas 
Lawson. of Providence chapel, Church
street, Brighton. Where is the blessed 
John Vinal and all his flock 1 Where is 
dear Huntington's Welsh Ambassador, 
and those he preached to ? All gone 1 
Is truth gone with them? Nay. "Jesus .. 
Christ is still alive. And this f ermon in 
a liviPg faith will satisfy those who are 
called to walk by faith, that good Thos. 
Lawson has some sound knowledge of 
this great spiritual mystery. Published 
by Robinson, Duke-street, Brighton. 

The Rock. We examine nearly all the 
so-called " Christian" journals ; nearly 
all of them contain the essence of Ar
mm1anism, anti-Scriptural, and even 
Rationalistic teachings, But, as boldcy as 
-ever, and with increasing powers of 
argument, The Rocle fearlessly exposes 
the delusions of the present age. It said, 
November 24th, "Under the specious 
plea of awakening sinners " English 
enterprising professors do '· so confuse 
the public mind," as to render it almost 
impossible to distinguish between " the 
lines which separate false teaching from 
true,'' much less can men disce111 "the 

LATEST ARRIVALS. - The Fountain. 
A new weekly penny paper, chiefly 
edited, we suppose, by Dr. Parker. Its 
literary character is high, and if its tem
perance friends well support it, it may 
become established.-" The Tree of Life." 
A poem, by G. Bu1Tell, we hope to in
sert directly ; also a letter from a pastor 
to a weakling in his flock.-Conjerence 
on Conditional Immortality. It is pain
ful to find Dr. Leask in this company. 
We shall (D.V.) read and notice it.-The 
First Adam and the Last Adam. By 
Wm. Morris (printed in extra elegant 
style by R. Banks. Published by W. H. 
Guest). As much controversy has arisen 
out of Dr. Morris's preaching, we ap
proach the perusal of this learned ex
position of the two .A.dams with prayer
ful anxiety.-The Act of Baptism: "A 
Critical and Historical Inquiry Concern
ing the Proper Administration of the 
Rite." By Dr. Hugh Jones. London: 
E. Stock. Prejudice and ignorance alone 
can hinder the success of this faithful 
testimony.-Old Jonathan. The volume 
for 1876. Messrs. Collingridge have 
this year produced the prettiest, the 
purest, and, for honest Christian families, 
the pleasantest annual we have seen. 
Dr. Doudney has taken good care that 
no Romish seeds nor Ritualistic flowers 
shall be found here. You may safely 
give Old Jonathan's Annual to yom 
families as a reward or gift book.-The 
CongregationalAlmanackjor 1877 (printed 
and published by R. Banks) is a novelty 
well pleasing to all the leading members 
of that large and intelligent section of 
the Christian community. Dr . .A.veling 
appears as the frontispiece. The Defoe 
Memorial Manse, with description, is an 
illustration. The calendars tell you when 
the Puritans died. Lists of all the 
ministers, and their addresses. Week 
evening lecture directory. All thefr 
societies, Sunday school superintendents, 
and every item of information. Neatly 
printed and bound for 2d., or interleaved 
for 4d. Not oneword about Baptism, of 
course. Well, it is the cheapest and most 
convenient Congregational yearly com
panion ever yet issued, 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
SPECIAL NOTES ON THE THIRTY-THIRD ANNIVERilA.RY OF MR. 

C. W. BANKS' MINISTRY IN LONDON. 

BY W. WINTERS, F.R.H.S. 
0 Time never bears such moments on the wing, 

As when he flies too swiltly to be marked." 

PERHAPS there is no subject more interest
ing nt this present time, or, nt least, more 
worthy of n passing glance than the syllabus 
appended to a circular lately addressed by 
Mr. C. W. Banks "to all who love the 
Lord," with a view to ascertain "the 
history of our Churches during the last 
thirty years," and indeed the history of that 
body, of which Jesus Christ is the reigning 
Head, is pregnant with materials of the 
most potent and important kind, the truth 
of which we all feel more or less as we are 
enabled to identify ourselves with Him by 
the light of inspiration, and which affords us 
peace here and an assurance of an inex
pressible felicity in the world to come. In 
this light we see light, and are believers with 
the old poet that,-

n Truth needs no colour, with his colour :fixed; 
Bea.uty no pencil, beauty's truth ~o lay, 
But best is best if never intermixed." 

In looking back a score and a-half years, 
what changes have taken place in our 
Churches; death bas swept away from our 
midst numbers whose memory we revere for 
the blessings received through them ; and if 
we cast an eye back to days anterior to our 
own, when the gigantic Gill, Brine, Ryland, 
and others flourished in our Churches, must 
we not lament on the one band that many 
who have come after them have in a great 
measure sought to pull down what they 
built up, and which bas l'aused many an 
honest preacher to wail with the p~ophet 
(Isa. lix. 14), "That truth is fallen in the 
street, and equity cannot enter?" But, on 
the other band, such men as we have 
mentioned, and a host of others employed 
their facile pens in a work for posterity 
which will not want admirer• wbile the 
Strict Baptists exist, and, moreover, that 
blessed Book, from the sacred pages ot 
which they learnt, by Divine light, the road 
to holiness and God, is heaven's legacy to the 
Church which can truly realize its worth 
when the Holy Spirit illuminates the under
standing,-

u O Book of books, removing doubt, 
When God, its Author, speaks to me; 

Thy words do see.rch, and ftnd me out, 
And I, my God, :find out in Thee." 

It is here we read GOD IN HISTORY, and 
as a late German writer said," When history 
sr.eaks it is the duty of phi!Ol'Ophy to be 
mlent." We bless God and take courage 
that there are men valiant for the truth still 
in our midst-men of mind and mark, who 
do equal honour to the aacred office they 
bear as those that have passed lrom the 

threshold of time since the period mPntioned 
by the worthy Editor of the EARTHEN 
VESSEL. But some will be ready to say, 
where are such men now to be found as 
Joseph Sedgwick, Daniel Cur~~ J. A.Jones, 
J obn Stevens, J obn Keeble, w. Gadsby, J. 
Nunn, J. Kershaw, J. C. Philpot, J. 
Wigmore, G. Murrell, G. Wyard, J. Wells, 
J. Foreman, 8. Milner, E. Mote, W. Palmer, 
and others? of whom we can say, in the 
words of Beza-mortuus adhuc per hane 
loquifur-" being dead yet speaketh." 
God, as have been said," buries His workmen 
but carries on His work;" and though we 
may never expect to find another Stevens or 
Wells, yet God continues to gather in His 
sheep, and this is the grand end of the 
Gospel ministry. If we turn to the Baptist 
statistics, we find that this society bas grown 
amazingly during the last seventy years. 
In the commencement of the present cen
tury there was in England one Baptist 
Church to every twenty thousand people. 
Hence, says Dr, Angus," If in any country 
or town there IS a less proportion than one 
Church to every 11,000 inhabitanbl, the 
Baptist community is below the average; 
if the proportion is higher, it is above. It 
appears, therefore, that our rate of interest 
has a manifest tendency to overtake the 
the wants of the population, and that it is 
relatively greater than that of the nation. 
A surer proof of progress could not be con
ceived." 

The thirty-third anniversary of Mr. C. W •. 
Banks' ministry in London was celebrated 
in Speldhurst-road chapel, of which be is 
the pastor,on November 19tb,20th and 21st. 
Mr. Banks preached twe excellent sermons 
on Sunday, 19th, and Mr. John H. Lynn 
preached in the al ternoon of the same 
day. 

On Monday, the 20th, the meetinl!' com
menced at eleven, and, though the attendance 
was small, the staff of ministerial brethren 
was strong. Durinl!' the two days' conference 
the number of bretbrerr who came to wel
come Mr. C. W. Banks, and to wish him 
God-speed in bis untiring labours, were 
many. Noticeable among them were J. 
Bonny, R. C. Bardens, W. Batson, R. 
Burbridge, E. Beazley, W. Beddow, M. 
Branch, C. Cornwell, F. Fountain, D. 
Gander, Henry Hall, G. Holland, A. Hall, 
E. Langford, R. A. Lawrence, J. H. Lynn, 
T. J. Messer, J. Parnell, J. Rayment, W. 
Sack, T. Stringer, - Smallwood, J. W. 
Stanford, W. Symonds, C. Z. Turner, J. 
Vaughan, W. Ward, J. Wheeler, W. 
Winters, W. White. C. W. Banks presided, 
and read a portion of God's Wo1-d. Several' 
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-of the brethren prayed!... and appropriate 
hymns were sung. Hrother Stanford, 
author of "Scenes beyond the Grave," 
spoke freely, and not without effect, on 
"Things that Differ." 

At the close of this service the friends were 
kindly invited to partake of a good sub
stantial dinner grati,s, provided by some of 
the generous-hearted members of the 
Church. 

In the afternoon a short service was held 
prior to Mr. Anderson's sermon. Mr. W. 
Winters occupied the chair, and read a 
portion from the last of Deuteronomy; and 
having dilated briefly on the last days of 
Moses, brethren Holland and Rayment 
prayed. At half-past three, as was expected, 
Mr. John S. Anderson, the Bishop of Dept
ford, preached a most sound and savoury 
sermon, based upon Zeph. iii. 12. The text 
was as apropos, as was also the sermon, for 
many of the friends at Speldhurst-road 
chapel are" poor and afflicted," and as Mr. 
Anderson found them so be left them-viz., 
" I will also leave in the midst of thee an 
afflicted and poor pegple, and they sbaU 
trust in the Name of the Lord." The 
preacher spoke of the people of God, and the 
promise of God to the heart's joy of many. 
Tea and cake was then served up and much 
appreciated. 

The evening service was particularly in
teresting. James Mote, Esq., presided. 
Mr. Fountain opened the meeting by prayer, 
and alter a hymn the chairman spoke in 
high terms of the labours of the pastor. At 
the conclusion of his address he presented in 
the name of C. W. Banks two handsomely
bound volumes. The receiver of the first 
was Mr. J. J. Fowler. The title of the 
volume runs thus, " Life in England and 
Australia, &c. By John Bunyan Mccure." 
The work is well got up by Mr. Robert 
Banks, and consists of. 524 pp., with beauti
ful portrait of the author. On the fly-sheet 
of the book is written, '' A trifle to ex
press grateful love to J. J. Fowler, from C. 
W. Banks, November 20, 1876." Mr. 
Fowler received the tribute of affection with 
signs of deep emotion, and having expressed 
his thankfulness in a brief but highly-praise
worthy speech retired, and the worthy 
chairman presented in the same kind manner 
a volume to Mr. D. Stanton,entitled, "The 
Twenty-four Lectures on the Book of the 
Revelation. By J. Wells.". This work is also 
printed and published by Mr. R. Banks. The 
autograph letter of Mr. C. W. Banks, the 
donor, appears in the book as follows :
" This small expression of Christian gratitude 
is presented to brother D. Stanton, deacon of 
8peldhurst-road Baptist Church. By C. W. 
Banks, November 20; 1876." Mr. Stanton 
accepted the gift with expressions of grati
tude, and of which the whole con~gation 
showed signs of approval. Mr. C. W. Banks 
rose to say that he felt ashamed at the small 
value of the presents, but they were given 
in love and in that light they must look at 
them r~ther than at their intrinsic worth. 
Mr. C. Cornwell next spoke on Acts ii. 11, 
and, during his warm and truthful discourse, 

be gave an epitome of Chnrch news from 
the "Baptist Handbook" of 1870, which 
proved suitable to the occasion ; we give bis 
own words-viz., " In 1870 we had Churches 
in London and suburbs with pastors 196; 
without pastors, 12. In 1876, with pastors 
204; without 38; total increase 32 (leaving 
out a few which cannot be reckoned with 
our denomination). Only 26 of these 
Churches have the same ministers they bad 
five years ago; two Churches have, during 
that time, had six settled ministers each1 and 
are without now; two others have baa five 
each; three have had four ministers; nine
teen have had three, and twenty-three have 
had two." The speaker noticed in brief 
the perfect number of "splits" that had 
taken place in London during the last five 
years; and having spoken at length on 
many ·of the things which some ministerial 
brethren seem to come short. Mr. Fountain 
followed with a speech, the like of which no 
workman need to be ashamed. The speaker 
is evidently a keen observer, and is blest· 
with sound knowledge and good ability to 
set it forth. He has been six years in the 
work of the ministry, and has seen and 
heard much. His view of the present state 
of the Churches is in harmony with most 
thoughtful minds, " what we want is more 
unity." Brother W. White, who bas just 
been married to the Church at King's-cross, 
spoke next. His plain, homely and fervent 
testimony was duly appreciated. He is an 
honest, truthful man of God, a firm adherent 
to the Strict Baptist cause, with which he has 
been connected for upwards of twenty years. 
On the conclusion of Mr. White's speech 
James Mote, Esq ., the chairman, spoke of 
the pressing need of immediate help to pay 
off the incidental expenses of the chapel in 
Speldhurst-road. In the course of his 
earnest remarks he spoke highly of Ml'. C. 
W. Banks, hoping the friends would do 
their best for one who hBR loved and laboured 
for three-and-thirty years as no other man 
has. After a hymn, Mr. Mote retired, and 
Mr. J. Vaughan, an able and loving bap
tized minister, whose sphere of labour bes 
among the unbaptized, filled the vacant 
chair the remaining part of the service. 
This beloved servant of God was baptized by 
Mr. C. W. Banks, and has been very useful 
in the Strict Baptist Churches at Devonport 
and elsewhere. He spoke some excellent 
things on Divine anointing and Christian 
fellowship. But perhaps we shall not be 
found to agree with our brother altogether 
in maintaining those denominational 
differences which favour the primitive order 
of the Chul'Ch...! and Christ's undying com
mand. Mr. IJ. W. Banks gave out hymn 
870, and then the worthy chairman called 
upon Mr. J. Parnell, of Plumstead, to 
address the friends. Mr. Parnell then epoke 
on spiritual success and its antithesis in our 
Churches. He contended warmly, as 
every Spirit-taught servant must do who feel 
the nature of his position, that J ehovah's 
love is the source from whence all goodness 
flow@, and that all spiritual success is from 
God who alone gives that increase that shall 
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redound to His own glory. Mr. A. Hall 
followed next with some seasonable remarks 
on practical love, which will, no doubt, ripen 
into maturity as rears roll on and experience 
and humility increases. Hymn 93 having 
been heartily sung, Mr. C. W. Banks con
cluded the meeting with prayer. 

The second day's conference commenced, 
as the previous day, with prayer. Mr. J. 
Bonny presided, and brethren Hollan«!, 
Turner, Branch, and Burbridge engaged in 
prayer. Mr. Bonny read several portions 
11f God's Word, and spoke with energy and 
faithfulness on some important portions of 
truth. Mr. Henry Hall, of Clapham, was 
then asked to say a few words, and he cheer
fully complied. Our brother beloved may 
always be found on the side of truth, and on 
this occasion he was equally firm and 
decisive as those that preceded him in ex
alting Christ and contending for the 
Holy Spirit's work as the all-important 
means in regeneration. Mr. Batson closed 
the service with prayer. 

If the afternoon Mr. C. W. Banks again 
presided, and after a hymn W. Winters read 
Acts v. 12 to end, and made a few comments 
11n the nature of true repentance unto life in 
contradistinction to natural and national 
repentance. Mr. T. J. Messer prayed, and 
the chairman expressed some thoughts on 
the Saviour's Name. Mr. C. Z. Turner, of 
Ripley, spoke of salvation by grace in 
language which, th<>ugh homely, came 
direct from the heart. Mr. T. Stringer 
gave out hymn 146, 1st book, and afterwards 
spoke with power on the success of Peter's 
preaching, which awoke expectation, and 
revived anticipation; but this speech was 
onlv considered as the preface of a more 
elaborate discourse to be set forth in the 
evening. Mr. E. Langford was next called 
upon to address the friends. He dilated very 
freely on the Lord's work in bis soul, the 
leadings of Providence in coming to London 
six years ago, and in settling him down over 
a peaceful and happy people. May God 
ever prosper our brother in that which his 
soul deliirhts. Mr. C. W. Banks then read 
a letter from Mr. R. G. Edwards, who was 
hindered from being present by illness. Mr. 
U. C. Bardens spoke affectionately and with 
feeling on the Lord's goodness to him while 
at Bigbury, and he has since proved Him lo 
be, according to his (Mr. Barden's) first 
text, the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever. Mr. Bardens speech "'as considered 
by the chairman to be only a prelude to 
something greater in the evening. 

The afternoon meeting terminated, and 
many of the friends sat down to a good tea, 
which was seasoned with a little friendly chat ; 
after which the evening service began, 
which reminded us of the words in 2 Chron. 
xxix. 27 : " When the Lurnt-olfering began, 
the song of the Lord began also." Mr. 
Wild, of Hayes, presided, and bavine- read 
Eph. i. made some very suitable remarks on 
the words," Grace be with you," &c. Mr. 
Batson prayed,and Mr. T. J. Messer addressed 
the audience. This noble-minded and 
gifted speaker made one of the most eloquent 

and masterly orations that we have been 
favoured to hear for many a-day. He 
seemed to lift us on the wings of fanguage 
to the third heavens, and, as though the 
curtains were drawn aside awhile, we could 
hear the song of the redeemed " harpers 
harping with their harps." He spoke at 
length most sweetly on the music of heaven, 
the undying nature of the Christian ; the 
omnipotent power of God in the work of 
salvation, and closed with the mighty and 
sweeping Rtrains of Watts:-

" Wide as the world is Thy command; 
Va.Ht a.a eternity Thy love; 

Firm as a. rock Thy truth must stand, 
When roJling years shall cease to move." 

Mr. R. C. Bardens followed with heart
cheering words on Christ, the Life of the 
Church, and Mr. E. Beazley charmed the 
audience with notes on the " high sounding 
cymbols," basing his remarks on the words, 
"We are the Lord's" (Rom. xiv. B), which 
is manifestly "adoption" and "purchase." 
Mr. R. A. Lawre11ce, the author of a "little 
tractate " on " The Tribes of Israel " {just 
published), next addressed the meeting on 
things which bad come before his notice in 
connection with working order of the 
Church. Mr. Lawrence is sound and solid 
in theology, and bis speech, while seasoned 
with salt, was very suggestive, and slightly 
tinged with a dash of good humour. Mr. 
T. Stringer appeared again for the second 
time during the day, and the people bung 
upon bis lips as he uttered some sterling 
truths in harmony with the wonderful works 
of God, which were well and warmly 
received by most, if not all present. Mr. J. 
Hunt Lynn, followed closely with a 
string of suitable and well-timed words of a 
Christ-exalting nature, but was necessitated 
to be brief in order to allow brother Holland, 
of Willingham, to express a few thoughts on 
the spiritual prosperity of the Church. Mr. 
Holland is a firm and valiant servant of God. 
His remarks on the Holy Ghost breathing 
upon the Church did our hearts good. He 
is the author of a brochure on the much 
controverted s11bject of eternal punishment, 
n reading of which may be helpful to those 
who are led to question the Biblical nature 
of the solemn doctrine. 

Other brethren present were prevented 
from speaking because of the lateness of the 
evening. The hymn 349, "Thy mercy, my 
God," terminated the very happy and profit
able meeting. To God be all the praise. 

Churchyard, Waltham Abbey. 

FLEET, RANTS. -Tuesday, Nov. 28, 
tea meeting was held in Fleet Pond Baptist 
chapel to commemorate the sixth anniversary 
of the settlement of pastor J. Young. Many 
from different Churches came. After tea, the 
choir gave "Christiana's" 2nd part of "Pil
grim's Progress." Every seat in the chapel 
was occupied, and the very interesting ser
vices closed with a vote of thanks to the 
choir and their conductors. T. YouNG. 
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SURREY TABERNACLE.-It is grati
fying to us at all times to hear of the cause 
here continuing in peace and usefulness. 
The month of December appears to have been 
a season of refreshing; the first Sabbath the 
pulpit was occupied by Mr. F. C. Holden, 
of College-park. Mr. Holden for many 
years" sat under" Mr. Wells, and we were, 
therefore, quite prepared to hear something 
of the phraseology of his late beloved pastor, 
if we found nothing of his mannerism. It is 
a considerable time since we last beard Mr. 
Holden, and we were gratified to find he has 
not been sitting idle; we could discern a 
growth in every way, and were confirmed 
in that opinion by many who heard the 
Word both with "joy and gladness." The 
second Sabbath, our deacon, Mr. John Mead, 
was the preacher ; and we were instructed, 
edified, and comforted by his expositions of 
the Word. We are persuaded our brother 
has, should his life be spared, yet much 
work /o do for the Lord; his Biblical know
ledge is extensive ; his experience useful to 
the tried in Zion ; his language choice, and 
his delivery clear and fluent. The third 
Sabbath, the vicar of Scraptolt-William 
Lancelot Rolleston, B.A.-gave us "loving 
words," to which a large congregation 
listened ; on which day the annual Christ
mas collection was made, to which the 
friends responded by giving the deacons 
near £100, which was distributed on the 
following week to "the poor of the flock.'' 
During the montJ,, .Mr. Crowhurst has 
been added to the staff of deacons ; and on 
tbe 17th, our aged brother Thomas Edwards, 
who, for forty-two years had stood an 
honourable member at the tabernll.cle (and 
who was at the ordinance the first Sunday 
in December), went gently home to rest, 
at the advanced age of 78. 

YEOVIL.-SIR,-lt did me good to see· a 
corroborative statement respecting the high 
esteem we have for our pastor, .Mr. Varder. 
Knowing that the party suspected of sending 
the remarks was il'lnocent, it affords me 
pleasure to exonerate them. The person 
trom whom the remarks came I now know 
to he a friend to Mr. Varder. You know 
the letter was private. As the lot bas 
fallen upon you, give us the correct state
ment of the matter. The remarks have 
caused a wide-spread inquiry, many infer
ring we wanted to par~ with him. This is 
painful to us, b_ecause tl?>~ only deepens our 
affection for htm. A h vmg people and a 
living pastor are closer hound to each other 
with all the ties of Divine love as the spiritual 
source increases in the knowledge and ex
perience of each. This we have proved in 
the six years' ministry of our dear pastor. 

December 13th. JOHN BARBER. 
[Cross-examination: Now, Mr,Jonah,what 

have yon to say? Jonah had not the slightest 
idea the note was priva•e. Why did you 
quote the sentence? Simply because it 
appeared the writer wished to encourage 
those good men who came and supplied 
Yeovil tabernacle in Mr. Varder's absence. 
Had you no thought whatever of hurting 

Mr.Varder's feelings? Not for one moment; 
we hold good ministers in too much esteem;. 
many of them have done their utmost to 
drown Jonah, and down in the belly of hell 
he has been, but Mercy brought him ur. 
again. Jonah wishes .Mr. Barber farewel • 
pleading" Not guilty.") 

RITUALISM AND DISSENT.-We are 
told that Dissent is dyin~ out in villages, to• 
account for which various causes are as-signed. 
Has the following revelation any bearing 
upon the matter in question 1 At a village 
which had long been dark and demoralised 
enough to justify the existence of a Baptist 
chapel, the old rector has latterly been suc
ceeded by a new one, of course a good man. 
and a good preacher; for beside his being. 
" new," he has the merit of making himself 
agreeable to the chapel folks, and of giving 
them orders for boots, clothes, and such 
other articles as he may fancy or they require. 
In addition, he. is " Low Church," which 
renders dissent "unnecessary," or rather, 
unsteady, and places the Baptist minister on 
sinking ground with his own people. This 
said Baptist recently offended his bearers by 
what they were afraid would get to the 
rector's ears, and offend him; namely, by 
referring to the Ri tualists as a party of 
determined Romanisers ol religion in this 
country, &c. Now, every one who is not 
an ignoramus knows perfectly well that.these 
Romanisers. could they prevail, w~uld not 
spare the Evangelical Churchman any more 
than the Dissenting minister, but put both 
down alike. When the Archbishop of Can
terbury presented his Bill to the House of 
Lords, he described the " lawless " party a.~ 
hostile to the Church of England ; and when 
the same Bill came before the House of Com
mons, the Prime Minister said it was "a 
Bill to put down Ritualisn." When a Dis
senting minister offends bis people by de
nouncing Ritualism, Dissent may well 
decline.-X. Y. Z. 

BOW .-In this long-established Baptist 
Church we have now a pastor-one after 
God's own heart-not a tyro either in age or 
experience, having been a preacher for some 
yeare. The gravity and solemnity with 
which he enunciated religious truth, com
bined with a richness of illustration, make 
him a very acceptable preacher. While 
making appeals to the careless, he does not 
ignore the doctrines of Divine sovereignty. 
He has a great gilt in prayer; it would well 
repay a journey of some miles, if no more 
than the prayers were heard. The late pas
tor expressed to the deacons his conviction 
that his work was here done. Happy, thrice 
happy, would it be always if a pastor would, 
under such circumstances, tender an honour
able resignation. Mr. Edgley, the present 
pastor, has much to do; it is up-hill work. 
Some are crying, 

" We long to see Thy Churches full, 
That all the chosen race 

May with one voice, and heo.rt, and aoul 
Sing Thy redeeming grace.'" 

THE HAPPY HEARER; 
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NORWICH.-Thie Eastem cathedral city 
of 80 000 10uls has more Strict Baptist 
Churctes in It than can be found in many 
other cathedral cities. The oldest of these, I 
believe, ie Pitt-street chayel, sometimes 
called Cherry-lane. Thie JS a substantial 
place of worship, and has been a centre of 
usefulness. The venerable John Gowing was 
its minister over twenty-five years. Here 
he .6niehed hie course. He told his deacon, 
Mr. Clark, on hie death-bed, he feared he 
had not sufficiently enforced the practical 
exhortation& of the Gospel. A good man's 
dying words to this effect may be worth 
weighing by us all. Since Mr. Gowing's 
death, Pitt-street has had several ministers. 
Messrs. Horn, Hawkins, and William Trot
man have all tried to raise up the cause, 
William, of Blackmore, was successful for 
a time, but since be left it the gatherings have 
been small. I have been there two evenings 
this week, Nov. 22 and 23. Last evening 
a bountiful tea was set out in excellent 
Norwich style. One hundred kind friends 
sat down, and with quiet demeanour en
joyed the refreshment. Tables being cleared, 
hymns were sung. Fervent supplications 
were carried to the throne of grace by 
the devout deacon Clark. Mr. William 
Tooke, the minister of Orford-hill, then 
delivered an address on the Psalmist's cry 
for the Lord to send prosperity. Nothing 
could have been more suitable. Mr. Tooke 
is a devout, consistent Christian minister, 
and is much beloved by his people at Orford
hill. He kindly closed his chapel on the 
occasion, and many of the O~lord-hill people 
came to encourage Pitt-street cause. This is 
as it should be. For one hour I was favoured 
to preach to the assembled company, and 
with praise and prayer we closed these special 
services. Railing it home in an empty 
Great Eastern this cold winter's morning, 
Nov. 24, mv poor heart would sigh to our 
Great High Priest, "0 Lord, I beseech 
Thee, send now prosperity." Oh, Norwich! 
thou city of silks, how many of the ministers 
of the cross have cried unto thee! Chari
wood :and Muskett were men who meant 
well. Good Benjamin Flory, with his tenor
bell, John Corbitt, a giant, worked hard to 
expound the riches of grace so deep, so pro
found. John Brunt for some years was 
sowing with tears till, wasted his strength, 
he lay prostrate at length, some thinking his 
work was all done. Those experimental 
preachers, called "Standardites,' have all 
come into this city in turns : they now meet 
in the 'fabernacle, having young Mr. 
Dye for their minister. Why they have not 
beco!lle a stronger body, belongs not to my 
provmce to declare. They set me down as 
a_ let~r ID:an; and, as Mr. Langford told us, 
h1swlfe said ofme, so these judges say," there 
is nothing much in him." After all, who can 
write down the diverse experiences of 11 Spirit
taught Christian ? This is 11 ehapter yet to 
be written, if the Book of Psalms does not 
contain it. Brother Tooke and his one of 
the best of wives gave me a lodf;ing with 
every comfort while in that ancient city, 
where for so many years I have gone occa-

sionally ; bnt now to the greatest of all 
the world's cities, I am seeking to return. 

ISLINGTON.-Annivel'l!ary services were 
held at Providence chapel, Upper-street, on 
Sunday and Tuesday, Nov. 19 and 21. On 
Lord's-day aftemoon a special sermon by 
Mr. Stringer. On the Tuesday afternoon 
a very clear and comprehensive discourse, 
delivered by Mr. Hazelton, from Heb. vii. 
19, " For the law made nothing perfect," &c. 
After tea, served to a large company of 
friends, a public meeting was held. Mr. 
Styles gave out the hymn commencing, 
"Come, Holy Spirit, come;" Psalm xxiii. 
was read, and Mr. G. Webb sought the 
Lord's blessing. Mr. Styles said, during the 
year, two friends had joined them from other 
Churches, and two had died; five bad been 
added to other Churches through bis preach
ing. -It ba!l been a very trying year ; the 
chapel being very dirty, a considerable 
amount was raised to cleanse it. .Amongst 
the sums given was that of five guineas by 
some friends from Ramsgate who bad beard 
the speaker with profit. He was not the 
pastor (though frequently cJ.lled such), but 
a sort of stationary itinerant through the 
stress of circumstances. tlr. C. Wilson 
was then introduced as chairman, who 
after making a few kindly remarks, called 
upon Mr. Anderson, who simply expressed 
his good wishes for the cause, and then 
withdrew to a meeting at Mr. Flack's. Mr. 
J. Box followed with some excellent practical 
suggestions in relation to attendance upon 
the means of grace, &c. Mr. Brown spoke 
from the words, " With His stripes we are 
healed." Mr. S. Green dwelt on the words, 
"I am the Door." Mr. Wiley (one of the 
deacons) said they looked upon Mr. Styles 
as their pastor, they had not grown tired of 
him. Mr. Griffith uttered good words. 
Mr. Haydon discoursed on "Thy foot stand
eth in an even place." Mr. tleeres spoke 
sweetly from " The Lord is my Shepherd." 
Mr. Masterson closed with earnest words. 
Collection £,6. W. B. 

BIRMINGHAM.-We have lost that 
popular lecturer, George Dawson. At a 
rather early age he is called away. How be 
died, where he is gone, we know not. To all 
who deny the essential doctrines of the cross 
of Christ, we say,itiswritten," Without the 
shedding of blood there is no remission-no 
forgiveness of sins." The 6th of Hebrews 
comes before us here with awful fears for 
many. 

MASBORO'.-lt is pleasant to know that 
gentle and genuine prosperity continue with 
the cause here; young people are gathered 
in. Brethren Elam and Taylor still contend 
for the ancient taith; while Messrs. Roper, 
Malonev, and Lyons are as pillars, instru
mentally, to hold up the cause of God in that 
busy part of the country. Of minislers who 
can deliberately slay those who have served 
them for years, we only odd, "An awful day 
will that be when all that offend shall be 
cast away." 
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A LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA ALL 
SHOULD READ. 

MY dear Brother in the Lord, C. W. Banks, 
-Love, mercy, and peace be unto you from 
Him who loved us and gave Himself for us, 
that we should be to the praise of the glory 
of His grace. Everlasting love will keep its 
hold in everv storm. 

I hove just received your appeal to me in 
vour May number, by your letter dated, 
tondon, April 18, 1876, relative to some 
unwise and altogether unnecessary letters 
pa..,sing between our brother Cottam and 
brother McCure. These gratuitous letters 
affirm that you have offered an exchange 
with me for twelve months; and now you 
ask me to say whether that is true or not. 
I reply :-1 n your letter to me, dated August 
S, 1876, amongst other very loving, brotherly 
things, you say, " I wish you and I could 
exchange. I want you in England. How 
to get you here for a few months, I cannot 
yet divine. What saith the Lord to thy 
heart?" About the same kind and brotherly, 
wise and just inquiry I received from you 
two years ago, also; andjl have received from 
others the same-all of which have been 
most refreshing in the encouraging love of 
Jesus thus expressed to me by you and them. 
As I judged, and said to you, God must com
mand us by His Spirit's voice in our souls 
before we c:>uld do as you suggested; and 
my people here must fully agree to it, as 
well as our dear relations in London. I, 
therefore, showed that part of your letter to 
our deacon, brother Cottam, who, it seems, 
unnecessarily wrote the letter to brother 
McCure, and he sent it to you. Of this I 
very much disapprove; but still, in brotherly 
love, I forgive such weakness, concluding 
that if I were to make the same use of private 
letters coming to the colonies I could set 
half Zion on fire. 

Now, as we have ever in our loving corres
pondence had three things before us, namely : 
1. God's inward command by His Spirit. 
2. The call of the Churches in England. 3. 
The full consent of the Chureh here. What 
need or right has any one to interfere? My 
whole ministry of twenty-five years in the 
colonies has been stationery ; why then at
tempt to interfere with me in a matter in 
which I have so entirely cast myself upon 
the Lord, wishing nothing but His glory and 
His dear people's welfare ? 

1. After a period of thirty-two years in the 
colonies, is it not natural that I should wish 
to see the land of my nativity ? 

2. After so much loving salutation of my 
dear relations in Jesus in England, is it not 
spiritual that I should wish to see them and 
em brace them? 

S. After so many ministers going home 
for twelve months, without disturbing their 
positions here, why should it be strange for 
metodoso? 

4. After so cordial an invitation, with an 
BSSUrance of my expenses being paid, why 
should we not at least inquire of the Lord as 
to what His mind is in the matter ? 

5. After the kind and most brotherly 
communieations you have sent me, being 

backed up by others, why should I not con
clude that a large number of influential 
brethren wish to see me ? 

6. After long sojourning in the colonies, 
and much acquaintance with all the Churches 
of our faith and ordert. why should I not in
form the brethren in fingland about them? 

7. Above all, after seeing the need of some 
standard-bearers of the banners of the Lord 
Jesus, why should I not seek them in Zion 
in England? 

So far are your kind communications from, 
beinl!' an occasion of reflection upon you, I 
am sure every wise and kind heart will love 
you and praise.you for them. I do, and most 
sincerely thank you. Whatever has dis
tres..sed you, or, as you say, " staggered 
you," you must forgive. Let us ever hold 
fast the two good bears, "bear and forbear.'' 
See how much our God p~ts up with from 
us. " Even as God for Christ's sake bath 
forgiven you; ev~n so do ye.'' I measure 
the greatness or littleness of grace in a man 
by this rule: If a man has but little grace 
he is snuffy, snappish, and long-burning. 
If he bas great grace, he is forgiving, frank, 
and suffering long. Now, therefore, my 
brother, may the gentleness of God make you 
great in grace. The unforgiving spirit is 
onll of the blackest marks in Zion in the 
present day, and demonstrates the littleness 
ot grace in the hearts of the Lord's poor, 
dear, ~tempted and tried people. Another 
mark is the terrible self-importance which SO· 
much abounds, which leads persons of very 
small gifts and little grace to attach a world 
of importance to the little events of their own 
live11, and to depreciate the labours of others 
as comparatively insignificant. Thus we· 
have swellings and much tumult. 

u It puffs us glad, 
Torments us sad, 

Its holds we cannot break.,, 

"Preach against it, it prompts the speech : 
pray against it, still 'tis there ; nay, while I 
write I feel its power within; my heart is 
drawn to seek applause, and mixes all with 
sin." The Son of God, making Himself of' 
no reputation, and taking upon Him the 
form of a servant, and dying under our awful 
load of sin, realized in the heart, is the great 
Antidote for selt-importance. 

" Thy garden is the place 
Where pride ca.nnot intrude ; 

For should it dare to enter there 
It would be drowned in blood." 

The same principle it is, now working in 
the breasts of the numerous worldlings in
flamed by the horrible novel-reading of :the 
day. They are not satisfied with the humble 
positions of common life. Oh, no ! every 
one must be the hero of the tale, and all the 
rest of the world must be the mere sub
ordinate surroundings of their glorious 
heroism. 

Do we not, too, in Zion see the same rest
less contempt of humble place and 1-emote 
position into which the Lord Himsell puts 
Hi.o saints and servants? Is there not an 
aspiration to be the hero of Zion ? the man 
of the day '! How much more dignified to 
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aerve our day and generation in all meekne99 
and humility, in the humble positions in 
which our dear God has placed us. God's 
order is, " A man 'e gifts shall make way for 
him;" but now men make way for their 
supposed gifts, hence they go up like a rocket 
and come down a mere stick. 

And now, my detr brother, the Lord ble88 
us with humility, faith, hope, and love. 
Yes-

"Love Is the brightest of the train, 
And etrengthene all the rest." 

Let us show that "it beareth all thine-s " in 
you and me. In its fervency, I remain 

Your affectionate brother in Jesus, 
DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 

Sydney, June 20, 1876. 

NORWICH.-WITHOUT HOPE, YET 
STILL HOPING.-Dear Sir,-The deacons 
and members meeting at Pitt-street chapel 
beg to tender their warmest thanks to you 
for your kindne88 in coming from London to 
N orwieh to try to revive the cause of God in 
the above place, and tha,t without any charge 
whatever to us. We hope the Great Master 
for whom you labour, will reward you as you 
would not take one farthing from us, either 
for preaching or travelling. We hope great 
!!'°od will come out of it. Several friends 
inquire if you will come to Norwich again. 
One who never was in our chapel before seems 
very anxioll'S to know if you will come again. 
May the seeds sown bring forth fruit to the 
honour and glory of the great Husbandman. 
We speak of the New Year, but who will live 
to see it? I often tremble when I think of 
death and judgment; when I look within I 
find "a cage of unclean birds." I have 
often thought that there never was one with 
such hard thoughts of the Lord; envying 
the prosperity of the wicked, I have tried 
hard to grasp a little of this world's goods; 
and when I have expected to have gained my 
end, it has -passed away like a shadow. What 
a mercy when the so11l can say," Thy will 
be done;" and, with patience, wait the 
Lord's own time for deliverance. I have 
had many dark days for four or five years ; 
so much so that I have often thought I had 
no/art nor lot in the matter. Without hope, 
an yet hoping. "Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right? " I have sometimes 
thought I should like to say something abo11t 
these things that I have felt; then I shrink 
from it, lest I should be wrong in the end ; 
so I go on, full of trouble.-YouR C01u
PANION IN TRIBULATION. 

CLERKENWELL. -Twenty-third an
niversary of Mount Zion chapel, Chadwell
street, was celebrated December 12. Tea and 
public meeting. Mr. Hazelton, the pastor, 
presided. W. Webb prayed. Mr. John 
Hazelton gave brief history of their existence 
as a Church. His friends heard of this chapel 
being in the market ; they had no means, 
but they had strong faith; they bought it by 
faith, and paid for it by works. Twenty-five 
years ago there were 36 members; now they 
were over 300. During his stay of 25 years, 
he had not been absent once on the first 

Lord's-day in the month; not more than la 
Sundays during the whole of the time. The 
chapel had been enlar!l'ed twice. Peace wa, 
enjoyed the entire penod of their union. Mr. 
G. Borrell, of Watford, spoke of "The Tree 
of Life." His address has been turned into a 
sweetly-truthful poem, which we purpose 
giving next month; Mr. Griffith, of Bethnal
green, discoursed upon the "Hidden man
na;" Mr. Waterer opened up " the pillar in 
thetempleofGod ;"Mr.George Webb, with 
solemn words, addressed us from "To him 
that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me 
on My throne, even as l also overcame, and 
am sat.down with My Father in His throne." 
The people were :interested and instructed. 
-W. B. rFor many years this has been 
one of the 'happiest Churches in London.
ED.] 

A YORKSHIREMAN'S COUNSEL TO 
CONTROVERSIALISTS. 

MY DEAR BROTHER, MR. BANKS,
In one of your contributions to the VESSEL 
you referred to the controversies which were 
continually springing up and bri11ging dis
quiet among peaceful Christians. Your 
strictures I quite endo!'sed, and think it is 
truly lamentable that so soon r.s any knotty 
point is mooted, no matter by whom, minis
ters rush to the conflict, and seem more 
anxious to make man Uest their call to the 
unseemly fray than they do their call to the 
ministry. Would they, my dear brother• 
leave these bickering• and disputings alone, 
and leave those alone who cannot see eye to 
eye with themselves. I am confident it would 
redound more to their own benefit and the 
spiritual advancement of the Church of God, 
and would contribute more to the glory of 
God ; instead of which they throw down the 
apple of discord, and Satan stands smiling 
by. The unseemly squabble over the Gospel 
invitations might with profit be dispensed 
with. If they for one moment think they 
will convince their opponents they are 
greatly mistaken, for my experience warrants 
me in saying,: few people are convinced in 
heated argument. Let those who feel called 
upon to give these invitations pursue their 
course. For who will be bold enough to deny 
that a long array of illustrious names have 
preached these invitations and the doctrines 
of God's discriminating grace, and God has 
blessed their ministry ; they are names the 
disputants delight to honour. On the other 
hand, what a gallery of eminent servants of 
God have thought it wrong to do so; and 
who will dare to say they were not servants of 
the living God? 

I am quite convinced all these disputings 
m·e of the promotion of Satan, so that the 
Church of God may suffer loss, and his own 
kingdom triumph. Let our men of mark 
stand by the blood and righteousness of 
Christ, and their attendant doctrines (and 
throw disputation to the winds), and zeal
ously strive to promote God's glory; and I tear 
not the result. I am, my dear brother, yours 
in the Gospel, D. VER:SON. 

Middlesboro, 'Dec., 1876. 
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HACKNEY-TRINITYCHAPEL, Devon
shire-road. The newly-established Sunday
sehool, and the ~ause altogether, under the 
ministry of Mr. John Vaughan (fur many 
years of :Mount Zion, Devonport) has 
:flourished greatly. The Church in Trinity 
chapel is now a thorough working institution. 
In less tl1an two years, between one and two 
hundred members have bi:en added, while the 
Bible classes, the schools, and other auxiliaries 
are all working good to many hundreds in 
-every way. We desire to praise the Lord 
that, after so many years of solitary sorrow; 
after so many thousands of petitioas offerea 
up, the Lord has again turned their captivitv, 
and poured out upon His people showers of 
blessings. Who, alter this, should despair, 
though with weeping they are going forth? 

PECKHAM RYE - HEATON-ROAD. 
DEAR MR. BANKS,-Friend Mead has now 
been s.-pplying at the above cause of truth 
-occasionally for some time, with much accept
ance, and to large congregations. As an 
inhabitant of Peckham, I have heard him 
with pleasure and profit. He will ( God will
ing) preach two Lord's-days, I understand, 
in each month tor the first three months in 
the new year ; and, after that, the friends of 
Heaton-road have solicited him for three 
months after-April, May, and June. They 
appear very much attached to him. I am 
pleased to see it in these days of so much 
error. Some think it will be a Baptist.cause. 
All I have to say is, if the Lord should permit 
him to come, I shall cast my lot with them. 
"Yours in the Gospel,-ALFRED BROWN, 
Queen's-road, Peckham, December 18, 1876. 

RYARSH.-We still abide by the princi
ples and.practices of the Strict Baptists, be
cause we find them in the Bible; the Holy 
Spirit has written them in our hearts. We 
had thanksgiving meeting in October; 
several poured out their hearts in prayer ; 
songs of praise were sung. Tea was provided, 
given by the ladies of the Church and con
gregation; the proceeds went to building 
fu:nd. Jn the evening, Mr. May took the 
chair ; he did his work to the satisfaction of 
all. Mr. Peploe, with a warm and stirring 
speech, spoke ofthe:Lord's mindfulness of His 
people in the past, and the certainty of His 
blessing them in the future. There was 
warmth, sweetness, and savor in his remarks. 
Brother Huxham, on the goodness of God; 
<jUite at home upon his theme. The Chair
man expressed pleasure in listening to the 
speeches ; there was something he was not 
satisfied with ; he wanted the chapel free of 
debt; £75 must be paid; he would give £1,, 
if we raised the other by next October. We 
hope, by God's blessing, to clear it this year. 
We are favoured with some tokens of the 
Lord's blessing. We added four by baptism 
fa July. Our prayer is to see souls quickened 
by God the Holy Ghost, aud united to the 
Lamb. Bless the Lord, we have a few places 
yet in Kent where the dove finds a settled 
rest. E. WOOD. 

A VOICE FROM THE WELSH MOUN
TAINS. 

Our brother John Bolton say :-DEAR 
BROTHER BANKs,-I have had the plea
sure of seeing your ever faithful friend and 
brother, John Thomas. He is living nenr 
Merthyr-Tydvil. We hope the Lori! will 
bring him to speak to us at Bargoed ; he is 
as full of love to the Lord, the truth, and 
the brefhren as ever. We parted last Lord's
day evening on the side of a mountain, where 
the dear man kneeledon a rock and implored 
the Divine blessing upon me, mr Church, 
and the whole household of faith. Like my
self, John Thomas is not reckoned among the 
nations, neither of us caring for " popular 
entertainments." " 0 clap your hands, all 
ye people, shout unto God with the voice of 
triumph; for the Lord Most High is terrible ; 
He is a ~eat King over all the earth." We 
a1-e moving on quietly at Bargoed; shall 
baptize within a Sabbath or two. 

The following lines from brother John 
Bolton, will, with the Lord's blessing, carry 
up the souls of happy saints to the highest 
part of Divine worship :- , 

ADORE, MY SOUL ADORE! 
"I will bless the Lord s.t s.ll times; His prs.ise 

shall continually be in my mouth."-Ps. xxxiv. l. 
On Christ, my Lord, my sins were ls.id, 

My load of guilt He bore; 
For me the ransom price He paid ; 

Adore, my soul, adore ! 
My soul shall make her boast in Him, 

Now and for evermore; 
He gave His life mine to redeem i 

Adore, my soul, adore ! · 
When So.tan's slave in fetters bound, 

And conscience often tore, 
He sent to me the Gospel sound ; 

Adore, my soul, adore ! 
I saw myself a sinner lost, 

As never seen before ; 
He gave me gro.ce in Him to trust; 

Adore, my soul, adore! 
But, 0 ! my fears and unbelief, 

These ofttimes grieve me sore ; 
Again He sends me sweet relief; 

Adore, my soul adore! 
'When Satan, self, the world, and sin 

Are striving more e.nd more 
My soul from Christ my Lord to win; 

Adore, my soul, o.doreJ 
For He who stills the angry wave, 

And makes it cease to roar, 
My Boul in darkness will not leave; 

Adore, my eoul, adore! 
Far down in dark and gloomy mines, 

I've often found rich ore, 
And there eternal wisdom shines ; 

Adore, my soul, adore ! 
J. BOLTON. 

In another note our corespondent adds:-
DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-On Lord's

day, the 10th, in a stream of water at 
Bargoed, near Cardiff, I was favoured to baJ>
tize two sisters in the name of the adorable 
Trinity. We were favoured with a fine day. 
A blind brother from the Welsb Baptist led 
the singing, The well-conducted audience 
appeared' deep,y interested throughout the 
meeting. 
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N OTT I N G HILL.-Recently, special 
services were held at Silver-street chapel in 
aid of Building Fund, R. C. Hardens and T. 
Stringer !Jave the sermons. A bountiful tea 
was provided. The evening service com
menced; Henry Lee, Esq., presided. This 
gentleman kindly gave a donation of £fi to 
the Fund. The Cliurch is in need of help. 
The smallest donation sent to the pastor, 
R. G, "Edwards, 103, Oxford-street, Stepney, 
E., will be highly esteemed. Mr. W. Webb 
offered prayer. C. W. Banks was the first to 
address the meeting on " The Cool of the 
Day" (Gen, iii. 8), which he illustrated in 
his own quaint and original style, analogous 
to the Word of God and real Christian expe
rience. W. Winters followed with some 
remarks on "Moses' Rod" (Exod. iv. 2). 
I.-The character spoken of -Moses. 
11,-Tbe Rod, its typology, and the mira
cles performed bJ. it. C. Cornwell made good 
observations on 'Strange Fire." The" Clus
ter of Grapes," by R. A. Lawrence. R. C. 
Bardens came with a " Basket of First Ripe 
Fruits." Henry Hall was ushered to the 
front, fully equipped for the passage for 
"The Passage of Jordan," following the 
priests and tlie ark he landed safe, and praised 
the Godoflsrael. T. Stringer, with strength 
and judgmeot equal to the occasion, sounded 
"trumpets," broke " pitchers," and testi
fied to the power of that light which suddenly 
sprang from from the "lamps " of Gideon's 
army (Judges vii. 16). R. G: Edwardsgave 
an account of the Church to the present day, 
and its future prospects. G. Pung, on 
"Handfuls of Purpose" (Ruth ii. 16). 
Mr. Beazley exhibited " The Pillars ot the 
Earth" (1 Sam. ii. 8), with fervour and clelll'.
ness of expression. G. Baldwin on "The 
Rock of my Salvation" (2 Sam. xxii. 47). 
The service terminated in a v-.ry srtisfactory 
manner. w. WINTERS, 

SUD HUR Y.-EBENEZER BAPTIST 
CHAPEL. A meeting was held on Monday, 
the 4th December, for the purpose of making 
a vi_!!'orous effort to liquidate the heavy debt 
of £375, which has been for many years 
almost an intolerable burden to the cause ; 
but the little flock have not wandered, and 
the heavier their trials, the more united they 
have been, and rallied round the mercy-seat, 
beseeching the Lord with humble and earnest 
prayer that He who holds the gold and silver 
at His disposal would appear for them in His 
time and way. The wl'iter has often heard 
their broken accents unintelligible to the 
worldly-wise, but very intelligible and tel
ling to the ears of the Lord God of Sabaoth; 
and on this memorable day it was clear and 
evident that the Lord had beard their cry and 
appeared for them. Mr. Mccure preached 
in tbo afternoon a very interesting and 
Christ-exalting discourse from Rev. iv. 5. 
Tea was provided in the chapel which was 
partaken of with social pleasure and grati
tude, after which a public meeting was held; 
the chair was to have been taken by our 
beloved brotherW. Beach, Esq., of Chelms
ford, but was prevented through the irrepar
able loss of his much-loved wife, our precious 

Jesus having called her"to Himself. This csst 
a gloom over the meeting, and a resolution 
embodying expressions of the deepest sym
pathy was passed; the meeting sustained n<> 
loss in a pecuniary way by his absence, a.s a 
letter was received from him expressing his 
deep interest in the cause, and with the pro
mise of a liberal donation. Our brother 
McCure ably filled the chair in his place, 
and conducted the meeting very pleasantly,
which was addressed by brethren Cock, 
Whorlow, J. Wheeler, Brown, Bontell, and 
Dennison, which were listened to with marked 
attention and pleasure, their Master being 
the Alpha and Omega of the addresses. Well 
may we say,"WhathathGodwrought?"wheD 
we communicate to your readers of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL the pleasing intelli
gence that, by collections and donations, there 
was obtained the sum £275; the chapel is 
now to be put in trust at once; it is ex
pected that the remaining £100 will die out 
at the end of the new year of 1877, the two
cyphers being left without a figure prefixed 
to them. Yes, the Lord has yet His faithful 
ones in the wilderness who will not suffer 
His land-marks to be removed; and when 
the enquiry is made of the watchmen, what of 
the night'/ they shall shout aloud, "All's 
well, the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth." 

G. G. WHOB.LOW-

HAYES TABERNACLE 
Is still the scene of useful labour. The fifth 
anniversary of its large and prosperous Sun
d_ay school wss on Nov. 28. Our brother 
Mr. R. Minton, the esteemed precentor in 
Mr. Hazleton's Church, opened the service 
by singing, "How sweet the name of Jesus 
sounds!'' Mr. J. L. Meeres gave the ser
mon from, "All Thy children shall be taught 
ot the Lord, and great shall be the peace of 
Thy children." The School-hall presented 
a pleasant sight, the tables bearing fruits, 
flowers, tea, and plenty of provisions, which 
the cheerful visitors much enjoyed. Mr. New
by, a twin-brother of Mr. Minton, in Church 
fellowship, presided over the evening meet
ing, in a sacred and edifying spirit. Mr. R. 
C. Hardens read the report, showing a large 
work in the school. John Wild, Esq., the 
deacon, then, on behalf of the teachers, and 
in a quiet but appropriate speech, informed 
Mr. Bartleos the teachers-knowing bow in.
cessantly and zealously he laboured-wisl,ed 
that evening to present him with a new 
easy chair. At that moment Mr. Richard 
Wheatley placed a large handsome easy chair 
on the platform, and Mr. Wild placed Mr. 
Bardens in it which drew forth happy ex
pressions of gladness from all the audience. 
Christian kindness shines forth most grace
fully in all the movements of the friends in 
the Hayes Tabernacle. Mr. J. Gritlitl1, of 
Hope chapel, moved the adoption of the 
report, which was seconded by C. W. Banks, 
and supported by the brethren W. Winters, 
R. A. Lawrence, E.Beazley, and S. Ponslord. 
May great blessings follow every good etlort 
in Hayes Tabernacle ! 
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HISTORY OF YEOVIL TABERNACLE, 
AND llIR. VARDER'S ANNIVERSARY. 

WE had some holy and happy meetings this 
month to celebrate Mr. Varder's sixth anni
versary. I hope I shall avoid offence in send
ing you the report. Yeovil tabemal is quite 
renovated, and seaso11s of pure and praiseful 
worship are anticipated. At our anniversary 
R. A. Huxham preached the sermon. Near 
300 friends took tea in the Town hall. An 
evening meeting was held in the same place. 
Mr. J. Milborne presided. After singing and 
prayer, Mr. Milborne (whom we all highly 
esteem) told us how pleased he was in wit
nes.sing the rise and progress of the work of 
God in Yeovil, and went on to give a brief 
rnsume of the ministry as carrieil on in the 
Yeovil tabernacle since its erection by Mr. 
Hookins, a banker of that town, who 
himself occupied its pulpit for a considerable 
space of time. After him came Mr. Lane 
and Mr. Hawkins, whose labours were 
much blessed ; and, after the latter be
came too feeble to continue in the ministry, 
his duties were continued by Mr. Pashen, 
who, with a Mr. Baker, carried on the min
istry for several years. Mr. Bidder came 
next, and to him was due the credit of insti
tuting a ~eries of prayer meetings, which had 
resulted in much good. Reference was next 
made to the ministry of Messrs. Comfort, 
Fowler, Morris, and Day, and finally that of 
Mr. Varder was referred to, the speaker ex
pressing ~at hopes of a blessed result from 
Mr. V arder's labours. 

IPSWICH-BETHESDA CHAPEL, Fon
nereau-road. DEAR SrR,-As mention has 
been made of the spiritual and temporal con
dition of this large Suffolk Church of the 
Strict Baptist order, allow me to say it has 
been, as is well known, for many years nur
tured up under the pastoral care of venerable 
Thomas Poock, who (if titles were of any 
worth) might be called Bishop ofl pswich ; but 
it is not for me to give flattering titles to men. 
This aged servant of God has been unable for 
some time to perform the requisite duties ofa 
pastor, the loss of which the Church and people 
painfully realize, and which has necessitated 
the worthy deacons to seek the aid of other 
brethren to supply. It is marvellous how God 
has continued to link the people together in 
bonds of filial affection. Lord's-day, Dec; 
10 it was highly gratifying to see large and 
attentive audiences listening to the unworthy 
writer, while he feebly spake of the glory of 
Him whom Isaiah in vision saw "upon a 
throne, high and lifted up, and His train 
filled the temple" ( vi. 1). The deacons and 
members of the Church have been exercised 
about a new pastor, and are very desiroua of 
celebrating the nuptial tie while the aged 
pastor yet survives. They have moved in 
the right direction, and having "east lots," 
the Jot has fallen upon Mr. Kern, of Guild
ford to become their future pastor, they 
having shewn their appreciation of bis min
i;;try during the brief time he bas served them 
by l?iving him the largest number of votes. 
Whether Mr. Kern will consider it expedient 
to move, must be left to God and bis own 

soul to decide. The Church at Bethesda 
having now done all In their power for their 
future well-being, are compelled prayerfully 
to wait the movements of Divine Providence. 
And may God smile with approbation upon 
the course they have adopted, and eternally 
bless them all for Christ's saked! the hearty 
prayer of w. WINTERS. 

Churchyard, Waltham Abbey, 
Dec. 12, 1876. 

WEST OF ENGLAND. 
Friend Goodsight says: - "Ebenezer, 

Stonehouse1 is now the oniy Strict Baptist 
cause in ail the three towns." Is THIS 
CORRECT? Furthermore, our friend asketh 
for outline of address by " Village Preacher " 
at last school anniversary. Here is the 
sketch:-

Ebenezer may be thus described-
I. Its name should be "Per,everance 

Place." It has, 
2. A Patient Pulpit, in which I have 

known, 
Rowlands, the blind man ; 
Webster, the gentleman; 
Westlake, the quiet man; 
Cudlip, the honest man ; 
Flory, the fruitful inan : 
Carter, the clever man; 
Margerum, the quick man; 
Clase, the devout man. 
Besides all the Vaughans and Collins's, 

Easterbrooks and Bardens', and hosts beside, 
who that pulpit bas patiently endured. 

3. The pews have been most penitential 
in grief, waiting for pleasant friends to fill 
them. 

4. Peculiar people meet here, with pure 
practices and a p1enitude of prayers. 

5. Profitable portions to the Sunday 
scholars have been given. 

" What should be our course of acti.on 
now? " Friend Goodsight says: " If the 
Strict Baptists in the three towns were wise, 
and if Mr. Trego desires to see Christ's true 
Chureh lift her head up in prosperity and 
power, then let .Mr, Francis Collins, and the 
friends with him, the Howe-street Church 
and her friends-all unite together in Ebene
zer, Stonehouse. There might be prosperity 
if God would bless the union. 

BANGOR.-Our brother W. H. Bishop, of 
Upper Bangor, says :-How few there are 
that know the truth, and value and practice 
it. If ever there was a time when some 
brethren needed to be firm it Is now, tor there 
are all sorts of false notions held as though 
they were true. Now is the time for us to 
speak out, and to be faithful to our charge. 

SHEFFIELD.-A correspondent informs 
us of two " brethren " who have been doing 
as Psalm 1. 20 describe.~; we pity them. For 
many years the " accuser of the brethren " 
has stirred up enough to destroy us. Has 
any one of them ever dared to meet us? 
Not one. Has any one of them ever had 
half the work which has been given us 7 
Nay. What awful times are these with 
ministers! 
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RICHMOND. - Our anniversary (Nov. 
'7th) WIii! one of our best meetings at Reho
both ; the brethren, with myself, feel it our 
duty to acknowledge through the VESSEL 
the kind assistance yourself, brethren 
Bardens, Woodrow, Bonney, Stringer, and 
Hand rendered us. The collection was 
£,5 0s. 6d., with brother Bonney's donation 
of £,2 5s. So we were able to pay off all 
debts, and are again.clear. I hope you will 
in you1· VESSEL express our thankfulness 
for the kindness of the several ministers and 
friends from other Churches for the timely 
assistance we received from them in aid of the 
Redeemer's cause. All praise to His dear name. 
Last Sunday, in the evening, the Church met 
to hear two believers relate to us the work of 
grace in their hearts ; through my ministry 
they were both received 10!" baptism. I felt 
cheered because these evidences of the power 
of God accompanying my ministry was an 
evident proof that the hand of the Lord is 
seen in my coming to Richmond. It was 
stated another person who was called under 
my ministry at the lecture ball, was not able 
to come that evening, but would the next 
Lord's-day. I said we will sing tbe doxol
ogy, for surely we ought to praise the Lord 
for his grace and mercy-the Fatber for 
electing love! the Son for His atoning blood, 
and the Ho y Spirit for His omnipotent 
power in our regeneration-love, blood, and 
oower. And these have been my theme, 
i, And shall be till I die." 

W. J. GOODING. 

DALSTON-BLOllll'IELD-STREET. On 
Lord's-day, 26th November, 1876, special 
services were held to commemorate filth 
anniversary of the pastorate of Mr. Langford, 
who himself, though eitremely unwell, 
preached in the morning from Deuteronomy 
viii. 2, "Remembrance of the way." Mr. 
Box favoured us in the afternoon from Heb. 
vi. 19, "Hope, the Anchor." Mr. Alderson 
in evening from l John i., "The Advocate." 
On following Wednesday, ll'ood tea provided 
by the Indies. Public;meetmg. J. Bonney, 
Esq., presided in a most genial manner. 
Mr. Flack spoke from "They shall go from 
strength to strength;" Mr. Griffith, "I will 
sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever ; " 
Mr. Wheeler," The river that could m,t be 
passed over;" Mr. Cooler," The royal law of 
liberty." During the evening a token of the 
friends' goodwill to our pastor was presented 
him in the shape of 11 purse, containing £,16. 
This pleasant episode naturally gave a warmth 
to the proceedings, which throughout may 
be characterised as having been hearty and, 
consequently, successful. J. S. D. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. -Travelling 
through some varts of this Midland county, 
we sorrowfully conclude that there are not 
many Churches in a flourishing state. It is 
famous fo~ its health-giving climate, 
specially in some parts; also for horned 
cattle, and for bone-lace. It blll! been dis
tinguished os the native county ot some 
remarkable men in the ministry-yes, some 
extraordinary men in their time. What the 

present " enlightened," zealous, active 
nineteenth century would think of them, i; 
not to be written here. We finrl in thi! 
county some sound-hearted men even now. 
But, of all we heard of the state of Zion, we 
only now note the Ringstead Church has 
been exercised in a singular way. ·This 
cause is 150 years old, and is not dead yet. 
In fact it has a youn!l'.family of much promise 
iJ a blessed, godly, gifted minister might be 
sent to it. Its last pastor has left [WHERE 
IS HE?] Some London people sent them 
a man who almost frightened them. Then 
came that devout William Beddow, who was 
well received [Will he not do?] At RaundE 
Mr. J. S. Anderson, of Deptford, gave us 
two Biblical expositions on the 7th of Decem
ber. It was a high day. Poor, poor Oundle! 
What can we do for thee ? 

WILLINGHAM.- December 6, 1876, 
was a time of curious enterprizes in our place. 
We find solemn and truthful Go~pel will not 
gather in much people ; moderate and mixed 
Calvinism does not increase us; but three 
gipsies singing, fiddling, and naITating their 
conversions they had effected, drew in a 
numerous company. Some of us stand 
amazed; some weep with soITow ; others 
wonder what religious profession is coming 
to. Master John Wry says: "Why would 
you not convert gipsies ? And cannot God 
use gipsies to convert others?" " Oh, yes," 
saith Dame the Ancient, "But these musical 
semi-dramas are all strange to us old folks." 
Strange indeed ! 

PLYMOUTH.-WehavesoITow at How
street indeed. The loss of dear William 
Barden•, and of brother N orthcott's long
afflicted daughter, with other trials, bring 
a cloud over us. At Devonport, in Mount 
Zion, a friend says :-Large congregations 
assemble to hear Mr. Dickson. Death and 
changes every way have altered the prospects 
of Truth in the Western Metropolis, but 
we are not forsaken. 

HULL.-DEAR BANKs,-We are look
ing forwa1·d most anxiously to the time when 
the Lord will come to favour Zion ; we 
must wait his time. Zion is now under a 
cloud; we are hoping for brighter days; and 
will not be satisfied until God appears as the 
God of hope. You know more of these 
things ; you have seen the visible Church in 
all its phases and aspects, you know its 
sorrows and its joys. The Lord help us to 
abide by the stuff, and to contend earnestly 
fw all those blessed precepts and ordinances 
ol His Word which are now so much des
pised. I may tell you your ministrations 
were well and profitably received in Hull; 
the clergyman told Mr. S. he enjoyed it 
much. 

SLEAFORD.-Our letters are painful. 
It the people are willing things should be 
so, we will wait. Whether the Society would 
sanction the course, we cannot tell as yet. 
We may be in Sleaford before long. Can 
prayer meetings be still sincerely sustained ? 
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BAPTISTS FEW? No! tbeyare growing 
fast. But what kind of Baptists are they? 
It is said the members connected with 
German B•ptist Churches, last report, num
bered 22,504 ; Churcl1es, llO. The seed 
sown in 1834 in Hamburg, has now grown 
to a tree, spreading its branches far and wide. 
Sweden, with four millions of people, numbers 
nearly 12,000 Baptist members; Germany, 
with its forty millions, less than twice that 
number. 

THE SAVIOUR'S WORDS.-" Be ye also 
ready ; for in such an hour as ye think not 
the Son of Man cometh." Monday, Novem
ber 20, when we were assembled for TJrayer 
and praise, that rich and benevolent mer
chant-prince, Mr. George Moore, was 
walking in Carlisle; a wild kind of horse ran 
against him, threw him down, and in a few 
hours he died. Surely, " in the midst of life 
we are in death." But" Bleat are they the 
Word doth cry,-Who in the Lord do live 
an(1 axe:" 

THE PREACHER'S PRAYER BEFORE 
SERMON.- Dear Friend,-Tbe following 
were the lines bubbling up in my heart 
before I began,-

Almil!;bty and eternal God, 
Come, shine upon my soul, 

Let Aaron's budding, fruitful rod 
Make bruised spirits whole. 

[Out of the depths of my hel\rt have I cried 
this cry, but no answer do I see. Am I to 
despair?-C. W. B.] 

FuLBOURN, NEAR CAMBs.-We re
quire funds specially to help to send good 
ministers to this cause, until it is built up. 
Freehold chapel, treebold cemetery, freehold 
land in abundance. With God's blessing, a 
good freehold minister might soon establish 
a good <'ause. 

"THE KINGDOM."-In Augustine'stime 
there were men who fully believed "the 
kingdom of Christ was close at band. 
Augustine doubted it. During the last fifty 
years men have been writing and preaching 
upon the speedy second coming of our Lord ; 
and at this time it is with some almost the 
only theme of their ministration. We firmly 
hold the great Bible-truth of Christ's glorious 
Advent, but we dare not predict the when 
nor the where. That we are in the parable 
of " the wise and foolish virgins " there is 
abundant evidence ; and if we have any 
little work left unto us yet to carry forth, it 
is that of watebinJ;r, and of warning; for, 
truly, many are called, but b~w few appear 
to be anointed and filled with the Holy 
Spirit! Let us all take heed that we be not 
deceived. 

CAMDEN TowN.-To all the letters we 
have received, we only say, at present, it 
requires great grace in aged ministers, 
deacons, and singers to know how to retire 
quietly when they are no longer wanted. 
Then respectfully to bow to those you have 
Jong and faithfully served, and to leave them 
with a kind farewell, without murmuring or 
repining, is most manly and graceful. So, 
on the part of the rising generation-who, 

of course, are much more clever than the 
worn-outs-for them to get rid of the old 
folks without wounding them unduly, re
quires also much grace. As we expect to be 
old some day, ifwe should live long enough1 
we have much sympathy with the a~ed ana 
the cast off. No minister can preacli on for 
ever; bis last sermon must come. No 
deacon can serve for a hundred years or more 
in this fast age. And as regards the blessed 
precentors, the organs and harmoniums will 
certainly relieve them of much of their work. 
Oh, there are a million volumes of divinity 
and of experience in that one compound sen
tence," Not my will, but Thine he done." 
Let us all most sincerely, by grace Divine, 
say the Lord's prayer; tbatsbort,tllat heavenly 
one, we mean, "Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do." Brethren, 
all, let us of each other remember, as our 
Father God doth, "He remembereth that we 
are dust." And soon to dust shall we return. 
How humbling to proud nature is that fact! 

HULL.-Poor Dr. Brown feels compelled 
to leave bis beautiful chapel in South-street. 
Mr. Wilcockson has left his little parlour 
chapel, and the George-street people not _ 
long since lost their pastor, Rough winds 
appear to be blowing all the lights out. We 
hope friend McDonald and his people will 
arise and build; and that Gospel truth in 
th•m will burn brighter than ever. Mr. 
O'Dell, the new pastor, is hopeful; 

LITTLE .ALIE•STREET.-Our Sunday 
school anniversary was a pleasing event. 
We long for more success. 

DEPTFORD.-Mr. J. s. Anderson's pas
torate is most prosperous. At school anni
versary, November 19, it was shown over 
250 children are taught; and in their edu
cational status, and charitable bestowments, 
they are higher in the scale than any of our 
schools in London. 

PADDINGTON.-ln late John Foreman's 
Zion we have a Band of Hope, and we hope 
to help thereby to stem the torrent of intem
perance so awfully on the increase. 

ROCHDALE.-We understand Mr. James 
Hand leaves here next March. How pain
ful it often is, a new chapel requires a new 
minister. We are asked," How is this?" 
We are not yet prepared to answer; we may 
by-and-bye. 

THE Jews say, "The sea 1 of the blessed 
God is truth." Have you the truth of the 
Gospel sealed home in l'?Ur heart? That is 
God's seal of your salvation. 

THE Arabic says, " He that receiveth 
Christ's testimony be is already sealed, 
because God is true." 

THE Ethiopic says, " He that receiveth 
Christ's testimony, God bath sealed him 
because He is true." Meaning the Holy 
Spirit seals home good truth, according to 
God's promise.-C. W. B. 

!J.eatg. 
In affectionate remembrance or Elizabeth, the 

beloved wife or Mr. WIJJlam Beach (of Ohelms
tord), who departed this life Dec. 8, 1876, after 
a long affliction, borne with Ohrlstlan fortitude, 
In her 66th year. 





MINISTER OF MOUNT ZION CHAPEL, CHADWELL STREET, CLERKENWELL. 

THE.idea of giving Pen-and-Pencil Sketches of some of our faithful 
ministers of the Gospel originated not with ourselves at all. In 

our once favourite journal-the Christian Cabinet-(which was the first 
penny weekly Christian paper ever puelished; which did originate with 
us, and which might have continued with us until this time but for 
some of those untoward circumstances which, like the waves of the sea, 
have ever and anon rolled over us-in the production of that much
esteemed Christian Cabinet) we suffered on account of the difficulty of 
correctly representing living ministers from wood engravings. We have, 
therefore, approached this new feature of THE EARTHEN VESSEL with 
some timidity and fear. 

We venture, however, to commence our series by giving a representa
tion of MR. JoHN HAZELTON, and we are prepared to· find that much 
contempt is poured upon the picture we give, because all his friends who 
are favoured to see and hear him in his pulpit, where he often grows 
warm and lively, will not find in our view that illuminated countenance 
or that animated expression which is visible when the love of God fires 
his soul, and when the Spirit of Christ lights up every power of his 
inner man. Nevertheless, our engraving is like Mr. Hazelton, when his 
deep-seated and natural gravity give solemnity and sternness to every 
feature of his frontispiece. 

There are thousands of Baptists in North and South Wales, in the 
United States, and in different parts of the Colonies, who wish to know 
who we have now in London, to whom our Churches louk as God's 
appointed leaders for His people in this the last quarter of the nine
teenth century. Some of them will say-" George Coombe we knew, 
John Stevens we heard, John Foreman and James Wells we loved 
exceedingly. But who have you now to fill np the serious .acancies 
Death has made in all the truthful Gospel valleys where we were often 
refreshed? Who has followed the fathers who have gone to rest?" 

We answer-God has not left Himself without witnesses. The 
brethren we knew in London and in all the Provinces thirty years ago, 
for whom, and with whom we laboured in the Gospel, are all gone, with a 
very few exceptions. Very many of our Churches are pastorless; and of the 
present generation of pastors we know, comparatively speaking, but very 
little indeed; yet, if the great God and Saviour of the chosen tribes 
will spare and help us, we will give the best representations of the 
ministers of this age, with some brief notes of their call, conversion, 
theological views, and ministerial successes, or otherwise. 

Of MR. JOHN HAZELTON's history, experience, or particular views, 
we cannot give any elaborate definition. He has been publishing the 
Gospel over thirty years. He has been with one Church in Lon~on 
twenty-five years, and from the first day until now the sun of prosperity 
has shone npon him. The South wind has blown upon the garden 
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where he has laboured; his hands have been held up by the prayers and 
pious devotions of some of the most godly men in London. His heart has 
been fixed inteutly upon his work; he has walktd with straight feet in 
an even path. The prophet's wail-" Who hath believed our report? 
and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? ''-has never reallv fallen 
to the lot of JOHN HAZELTON. He can set to his seal that tliat holy 
Scripture is eternally true-" The righteous shall hold on his way; . and 
he that bath clean hands shall be stronger and strong·er ! " 

We write not these lines hoping thereby to provoke Mr. HAZELTON 
to remember us in his will ; we shall, doubtless, be carried to the grave 
many, many years before he is removed from the Church militant; 
neither are we hereby courting the smiles either of the pastor of 
Chadwell-street, or of any of his people. Of Mr. JOHN HAZELTON we 
never asked nor received a favour in all the years he has been in the 
ministry, nor should we ever dare to think of such a thing. All we 
write, therefore, is simply from a conviction that he is one of the Lord's 
most devoted stewards, and one of the Strict Baptists' most able 
ministers in these times. And we can, without any guile, earnestly 
pray that three blessings may attend him. First, that the Lord may 
spare him in health and strength for many years yet to come. Secondly, 
that his people may arise and build him a new and much larger taber
nacle; for they tell us they have long wanted much more room; and, 
lastly, we pray that Mr. HAZELTON may go on, as God's mouth, calling 
in and leading to the Lord Jesus hundreds of precious, redeemed, and 
immortal souls. Such are our pure desires for the good man whose 
likeness we this month present unto our readers. 

No autobiography of this quietly-persevering, this gifted and 
honoured servant of Christ has ever been in print. Nearly forty of his 
sermons have been published; and we diligently sought out the printing
office of Messrs. Briscoe, in Banner-street, and purchased some of his 
printed discourses, in order to glean a few items descriptive of the exercises 
of his own heart. But, as far as we can gather, Mr. HAZELTON practically 
and persistently abides by Paul's ancient rule-" We preach not our
selves, but CHRIST JESUS the LORD, and ourselves your servants, for 
Jesus' sake." A preacher of the truth as it is IN JESUS! An ex
pounder of the truth in love ! A pleader for ALL God's revealed will
THE truth, the WHOLE truth, and NOTHING but THE TRUTH-is JOHN 
HAZELTON; and that the Lord consecrated him from his youth, ordained, 
qualified, and bath preserved him these many years, demands the grateful 
and united thanksgivings of all who know and value the Gospel of the 
grace of God. · 

"NATIVE PLACE AND TIME." 

We may add that Mr. HAZELTON was born in Magdalene-street, in 
the town of Colchester, in Essex, in the year 1822-so that he is only 
about fifty-five now; almost in the zenith of his prime. It is a coinci
dence one must record that the county of Essex provided for this 
immense metropolis two mighty men of intellectual stature in the 
persons of JOHN HAZELTON and CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON. The first 
commenced his London career in 1852; the last in 1854. Momentous 
events have flowed forth in a Gospel sense during the last twenty-five 
years. Bless the LORD, TRUTH HAS BEF>N MAINTAINED, and JOHN 
HAZELTON has been no mean workman in its defence. A fond mother 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 41 

told us that a few days after we began to breathe in this world, her 
pastor came and prayed for mother and child, and then said, "Take 
this boy and nurse him for God." In JOHN HAZELTON's case we 
think the LORD nursed him for Himself, for no human instrumentality 
had anything to do with either his conviction, conversion, or going 
forth into the ministry. And an angel seems to whisper in our ear, 
"The Lord ordained him, and this was the Scripture upon which the 
charge was based : 'Let thy ga,rmenta be always white, and kt thy head 
lade no ointment.' " 

Verily, the charge appears to us to have been studiously carried out, 
and the two verses following the text have not been very far left 
behind. 

His CALL BY GRACE. 
When young JOHN HAZELTON was about sixteen years of age, the 

LORD visited him in the night season in a dream, wherein he saw THE 
LAST DAY, and the FINAL JUDGMENT. This was no fleeting shadow ; 
no excitement of a disordered brain ; it was the way the Lord was 
pleased to take to lay in his soul those awful and eternal realities 
which gave not only temporary convictions of sin, but a deep-toned 
sense of those weighty matters which, in the great day, will throw a 
halo of ruajesty, of inexpressible horror, or of an exceeding weight of 
glory, over the whole universe of God. 

For several months that dream sunk him in the deepest woe, being 
terribly persuaded he was A LOST SINNER! Who of us know what it is 
thus to have the sentence of death in ourselves? Death, the grave, 
the judgment, and an eternal hell, are alarming powers, when, in the 
new-born soul, they are revealed by the silent, the secret, the solemn 
work of the HOLY GHOST. 

But, the LORD was very pitiful; He was ready to save; and from 
the SPIRIT of the living God came these words into the very heart of 
the trembling lad, "Be of good cheer; thy sins, which are many, are 
all forgiven thee! " How gladly would we write out the exact ex
periences resulting from this precious discb.arge, this acquittal, this 
deliverance from all condemnation ; but we cannot. Thomas Stringer, 
in his" Voice of Melody," says:-

" 'Tis only God can sins forgive! 
This is His own prerogative. 
He loves the objects of His choice, 
And they shall hear His pard'ning voice. 

How sweet to hear a voice from heaven ! 
~Iy son ! thy sins are all forgiven ! 
'Tis through what I endur'd for thee : 
l!'rom sin and death thou art set free ! " 

BAPTIZED AND UNITED TO THE CHURCH. 
~ow, walking on in holy freedom, our friend-then master John 

Hazelton-offered himself to the Church at Colchester, and was 
baptized when only between sixteen and seventeen years of age; was 
there and then received into the communion of the saints, and remained 
in membership with the Colchester Church until he was dismissed to 
the Church at Bungay, in Suffolk, having accepted the invitation ~o 
become the pastor of the said Bungay Church. Thus he learned, m 
the highest degree, Paul's _climax to the Ephesians, "No more a 
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stranger, bnt a fellow-citizen of the saints, and of .the household of 
faith, experimentally built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief Corner-stone." Who 
can fully express the amazing mercy in being thus earlycalled to know, 
and fear, and serve the Lord ? 

INAUGURATION OF HIS MINISTRY. 

It may be justly said that, in the commencement of Mr. HAZELTON's 
Christian career, the Lord made a short work of it. In the· space of 
two years he was convinced of sin, converted to God, baptized, received 
into the Church, and began to preach the Gospel. He was but eighteen 
yean; of age when he preached his first sermon, which ,was delivered at 
Wivenhoe, a village four miles out of Colchester. We should be pleased 
if we could furnish a correct view of the young preacher, and give a 
verbatim report of that maiden exposition; it would be interesting to 
his friends. Knowing a little of Mr. HAZELTON's diffidence, we are 
persuaded no influenre could have carried him into that sacred work 
had not the love of Christ constrained him. If any human eye· could 
have searched and watched him, it would have discovered a bidden 
desire-

" To tell to sinners all around 
What a dear Saviour he had found." 

That desire would have been seen to be severely tried by fearful con
flicts and anx.ieties; and with that desire burning on the one band, and 
the trembling fear resisting on the other, be might have been seen on 
his knees, waiting upon, and wrestling with, his sin-pardoning and 
precious LORD, to guide him in all his future course. This the Lord 
has done in a merciful, powerful, and honourable way. 

About the year 1840-tben-his ministry commenced, and which, 
without interruption, bas been continued for six or seven-and-thirty 
years. May his ministerial jubilee in 1890 be a glorious Gospel day, 
although we do not anticipate witnessing that auspicious time. 

Having put his hand to the Gospel plough, this youthful preacher 
was not permitted to look back. He was immediately called to preach 
and to serve the Churches in Ipswich, Clare, and several other places. 
Then, for nearly three years he ministered statedly to the Church at 
Mount Bures. The venerable Samuel Collins, of Grundisbur!!h, was 
the means of bis settling in his first pastorate over the Church in 
Bungay, where Mr. Brand now labours. In that town he continued for 
two years, from whence be removed to Guyhirn, in Cambridgeshire. 
Here his ministry was continued for four years in the midst of great 
prosperity, until he removed to London. Of this last remove, and of 
the rise and growth of the Church in Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell, we 
expect next month to furnish a little history from the pen of one who 
has prayerfully and joyfully watched its onward and steady course from 
the first day until now. 

When Richard Minton, the elder, and George Burrell, the younger, 
deacons of little Mount Zion, saw and heard their beloved pastor, Mr. 
HAZELTON, in the pulpit, they mutually agreed that Cowper's written 
portrait of "THE GooD PREACHER" was then realised, where he 
says:-
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"Would I describe a preacher-BUch as Paul, 
W,ere he on earth, would hear, approve. and own, 
Paul should himself direct me. I would trace 
His master-strokes ; and draw from his designs. 
I would express him simple, grave, sincere ; 
In doctrine uncorrupt ; in language plain ; 
And plain in manner ; decent, solemn, chaste ; 
And natural in jesture; much impressed 
Himself, as conscious of his awful charge ; 
And anxious, mainly, that the flock he feeds 
May feel it too ; affectionate in look, 
And tender in address, as well becomes 
A messenger of grace to guilty men." 

4:3 

That many such young men as Mr. Hazelton was; such useful 
ministers as he has proved to be, may, by the Lord, be yet given to our 
Churches, is the secret prayer of C. W. B. 

HOW DID THIS NEW YEAR COME IN! 

THE moon shone bright, all the heavens appeared calm, giving 1877 
a quiet and cheerful welcome. But, when the day began to break ; 

when the morning was fnlly come ; when we set out for Chatham, where 
we were engaged to speak, we found the wind terribly strong; it blew us 
back, sent hat Hying, umbrella trembling, all nature quaking. Yet, while 
the storm was tearing up terraces, rending piers, working destruction 
dreadful, a merciful Providence preserved us, in going and in returning, 
safe and sound. When we read of the desolations effected hither and 
thither, we seriously considered those words in Psalm cvii. 25 :-

" He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind." 
Gill says, "Winds are not raised by men, nor by devils, nor by angels, 
but by the Lord Himself. He that created them holds them in His fist, 
brings them out of His treasure&, and 

" SENDS THEM FORTH TO DO HIS WILL." 

The stormy wind fulfils His Word. 
The new year of 1877 came in with awful tokens of the Almighty 

power of God. At Dover, the sea threatened to sweep the whole town 
into ruin and dismay. What a display of the arm of Omnipotence on 
the one hand, and of mortal weakness and frailty on the other. My 
reader, art thou preserved ? Is thine habitation in safety ? Is thine 
house and hope built upon the Rock ? Does thy soul fly for shelter to 
the only "HOPE SET BEFORE us ? " Art thou, in earnest soul-breathing, 
pouring out those precious words :-

"Jesus I Lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly ; 

While the nearer waters roll, 
· While the tempest still is nigh I 
Hide me I Oh, my Saviour, hide, 

Till the storm of life is past ; 
Safe into the haven guide ; 

Oh, receive my soul at last ? " 

During the many, many years of this pilgrimage through the world 
of dangers and of deaths, how suited, how sublimely-expressive are the 
above lines of our faith, of our fears, and of our fervent cries unto " the 
Rock that is higher than " the oft-much-humbled writer. 
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THE EMPTY SEPULCHRE-THE MISTAKE-AND 
THE ANGELS. 

LAST month we reiterated these blessed words-" In these is con
tinuance, and we shall be saved." There is continuance in the 

Scriptures. Much as they are held back, or denied, it is still true, "The 
Word of God abideth for ever!" 

The wonderful works of God's providence without, and the witness 
of the HOLY SPIRIT within, strongly and repeatedly strengthen our 
faith in the inspiration, Divine authenticity, and eternal truthfulness of 
"THE HOLY BIBLE." 

When, week after week, the clouds emptied themselves so freely on 
the earth; when inundations, wrecks and destructions were heard of on 
every hand, the ancient cry of the Church of old-that prophetic 
lamentation of the Psalmist (xciii. 3, 4)-came up in my soul speaking 
loudly and powerfully too. The complaint of the Psalmist, and the 
answer of the Lord, were exceedingly confirming to my faith that there 
is nothing coming to pass in the world, or in the Church, but the true 
Word of God doth fully express it. That Word of God has a hand in 
all, and a voice for all that can come to pass in any part of the universe 
of God. Hence, saith the Psalmist, as though he was now standing on 
the earth, " The floo~s have lifted up, 0 Lord, the floods have lifted 
np their voice; the floods lift np their waves." When, immedi
ately, heaven answers to her cry, "The Lord on high is mightier 
than the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the 
sea." There is our hope, and our safe anchorage, 

" When tempests r-ise and billows roll.'' 

One dark night, when sleep for a season stayed away, the thought 
arose, " Three sermons at New Brompton presently." What will be 
their theme ? John's words came np without weeping or wrestling, 
"Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God, and 
every one that loveth Him that begat, loveth Him also that is begotten 
of Him." In a moment the kingdom of heaven, the economy of 
grace in the present dispensation, stood open to my view. 

There is the" door" which the Gospel flings wide open, in that one 
large word," WHOSOEVER." The Gospel of the grace of God is not 
limited to any tribe, nation, denomination, section, or party. The 
Churches of Rome, of England, of Scotland, or of any other name, are 
nothing here. .Away with your idolatrous vaunting:-" The temple of 
the Lord ! the temple of the Lord ! the temple of the Lord are we ! " 
These, saith the Lord, are "lying words ; " and He bids us not to trust 
in them. A wise and worthy brother, who has had much affliction, and 
has watched closely the bitter animosities in the divisions of Reuben, 
says, "Cruel party-spirits are driving the young ones into infidelity." 
I will not torment myself, nor my readers, with reflections upon these 
people, 

" Who separak themselves." 

I will solemnly proclaim the fact that, on that glorious Sunday 
morning, when the Lord Himself called me out ,of a sound sleep, out 
of bed, out of darkness, out of myself; when He said, " CHRIST shall 
give thee LIGHT "-on that sacred morning, after the first rapture of 
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surprise was over, and when, as I walked on the Dare ,John-terrace I 
said, in the simplicity of my soul, " Lord I if that blessed light a~d 
voice did come from Thee, then do confirm it ! Do speak to my soul 
again;" and immediately the words came, "Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ is born of God." And I exclaimed, " I do believe 
that Jesus Christ is the anointed Messiah of the Father, therefore I 
know that I am born of God." 

That" Whosoever" so entered into my heart, and has been so con
firmed in my experience and knowledge of the salvation of others, that 
I never could be of that exclusive, of that ignorantly-bigotted spirit, 
of that censorious and hyper-critical tone which has awfully rent our 
Churches into shreds and fractions. 

Not that I can be one with the family of A.rminius, or run 
pleasantly with Baxter or Bunyan, with Andrew Fuller, or any man 
who departeth from, or mangles any part of, THE TRUTH. No ! Grace 
led my roving feed to tread the heavenly road from the first, and from 
God's revealed will I cannot depart. Still, this " Wnosoever" has a 
large meaning as regards the various minor differences existing among 
the called family of God, who dwell on the earth. From that high and 
holy-walking Enoch down to Manasseh; from that beloved disciple 
John down to Mary Magdalene, there is a wide range of character, 
condition, and of experience too. But the Scripture mark is this-

" Even as many as the Lord our God shall call." 

Whosoever, whensoever, or from whatsoever, God shall call a sinner, 
unto that called sinner spiritual and eternal life has been given in Christ, 
and JESUS declares the fact, such an one shall never be plucked out of His 
hands. Connected with that "WHOSOEVER" there are many adversaries. 
When a full CHRIST, a finished salvation, and a free-grace way to God 
and glory, are all opened up in a sinner's soul, then he findeth many 
adversaries. The Gospel of Christ is a great door a:qd effectual, but 
there are many adversaries. Satan brings up a cloud of sins. Un
belief produceth a crop of fears, and it may appear impossible to enter 
in by the door. I think it was near four years after I saw the Lord, 
and loved Him, before I could enter in by the door. For more than 
fifty years have I found there are many adversaries, and they still rise 
up in all directions; they fire their false shots with determination to 
destroy. 

The essential and testimonial PASSPORT is this," beluweth "-that is, 
a continual faith that Jesus is the CHRIST, the anointed Messiah to 
preach the Gospel to the poor, to bind up the broken-hearted, to give 
sight to the blind, and to set at liberty the bruised. In all these 
works of grace by our Lord " there is continuance," therefore, true 
believers will be saved. 

The birth-right lays in this, he is born of God, he has a new creation. 
There are in Christendom at least three Religions:

A Ceremdnial Religion ! 
A Theoretical Religion I 
A Vital and an Experimental Religion ! 
The generality of easy-going professors have the ceremonial, and, 

we fear, that is all they have. 
The learned collegians, and well-trained scholastics, have a 

E 
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theoretical ; but who among us has thaL vital union to Christ so that they 
live with Him, for Him, and in Him? Who has that? 

The Fa.mily Likeness 

is finely drawn in John's text, " A.nd every one that loveth Him that 
hegat, loveth Him also that is begotten of Him." 

It was a time of love when the Lord passed by, and said unto the 
soul, " LIVE ! " Love begat the soul anew ; love has trained, nursed 
and comforted the soul; and wherever any one is seen who is thus, 
by love Divine, created in Jesus Christ unto good works, love uniteth 
their hearts together, and in the Lord they become one. 

The five-fold bond of unity between the power of the Spirit and 
the promise of the Lord, is declared to be unto eternal glory. See _its 
lines:-

" Because He has set His love upon Me" (there is the power), 
"therefore will I deliver Him" (there is the promise). So again

" I will set Hiin on high, because He hath known My Name." 
"He shall call upon Me, and I will answer Him." 
"I will be with Him in trouble; I will deliver Him an~ honour 

Him." 
"With long life will I satisfy Him, and shew Him My salvation." 
In the highest sense, these promises belong to the dear Son of God; 

they are, also, spoken to, and fulfilled in, the savingly-called of God; I 
know them, in measure, tru~ in my own soul. 

But I cannot get into the sepulchre, nor among the angels. I must 
be off (n.v.) to New Brompton. Let us try and go next month and see 
the place where the Lord lay. I have been reproached for my kindly
intended criticism of Mr. Hazelton. But these reproaches are so 
numerous, I must seek for grace to leave them where Abraham left the 
young men and the ass, at the foot of the mount, while we ascend up 
to worship the Lord. That all our friends will come and spend Friday, 
February 9, with us in Speldhnrst-road chapel, is the prayer of 

CHARLES w ATERS BANKS. 
9, Banbury-road, South Hackney. 

"HEAVEN." 

THERE is a God of bound.less love, 
Who r11les the spacious heay'm 

above, 
Who guides the planets as they shine, 
A God, omnipotent, divine! 

In realms of paradise His throne 
Is founded on celestial stone, 
And kings submissive bow before 
His mighty presence, and adore. 

There angels and archangels raise 
A sacred anthem to His praise, 

And twice ten thousand voices sing, 
The glory of their Saviour King. 

l<'rom space to space the echoes fly, 
In one grand peal of majesty, 
Till heaven's resounding arches swell 
'!'he ceaseless strain of festival. 

" There " sorrow finds no kindred heart; 
" There " friends meet friends, no more 

to pa.It; 
"There" death is eonqucr'd, time is o'er, 
And joy supreme reigns evermore! 

J. 1', EMERY. 
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FROM THE DARKNESS OF JUDAISM TO THE LIGHT 
AND LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF MR. ISAAC LEVINSOHN, 
Now A PREACHER OF THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS. 

(Continuedjrompage 18.) 

CHAPTER IV. 
ALONE in the World-Crying Bitterly to the Lord to take His Life from Him 

-Finds Himself in a Village of Roman Catholics-Hungry, but Refuses to Eat at 
the Hands of the Gentiles-Determines to Destroy Himself-The Lord's Voice is Heard 
-Deliverance from the Sore Temptation is Granted-Finds some Kind Jews at 
Wittemberg-Rabbi Blesses Him, and He Proceeds-A Perilous Journey in Rain and 
Darkness-Sleeps in a Cemetery-Loses His Coat-Has to Travel on in Misery. 

I CANNOT express the great trouble that I was in, when finding 
myself solitary in the woods. I then cried bitterly unto the God 

of my fathers, if He would be gracious unto me, and take my life from 
me; for I began to think that all my undertakings were only the folly 
of my wicked heart; especially thinking of the sweet comforts I enjoyed 
at my beloved parents' home, and now to be alone in the world. I sat 
in the forest for about one hour, weeping, lamenting, and praying unto 
the Lord to be merciful unto me; but the more I prayed and lamented 
the more darkness, fear, and misery came into my soul; and in that 
misery I fell asleep again, under the tree, in the silent forest. 

Whilst asleep, I had very painful dreams. I saw my dearly-beloved 
mother walking about, seeking after me; and when I got up I found 
myself again in darkness; and through the terrors of darkness I was 
compelled to proceed on my journey. I walked about in the great forest 
for some time, but when the light of the day began to appear my heart 
then began to be comforted; and I walked on for a few hours, until I 
came to a small village. · When I got to the village, I entered a house, 
and inquired if any Jews lived there. I was informed that all 
the inhabitants of the village were Christians, most of them Roman 
Catholics. I told them I was a poor Jew boy, travelling to a far 
country, had been robbed of my money, and all the clothes I had with 
me; had been travelling for some time, and was very hungry, I had not 
eaten anything for many hours. On hearing that, the people offered 
me some meat and bread, which I accepted with many thanks. But as 
I held the provisions in my hand, I reasoned with myself," Would I be 
justified in eating the meat and bread given me by Gentiles?" Then, 
thinking of the instructions I received from my Rabbi and beloved 
parents, I determined not to eat it. I then begged of the people to 
pardon me for returning to them the very kind gift they just gave me. 
I said, As I was a Jew, and believed in Jehovah the God of Abraham, 
I must not eat thereof. After I returned the gift of the bread and meat, 
the master of' the house, being verv grieved for me to do so, felt very 
much insulted; he got up, and pushed me out through the door of his 
house. 

The reader may well imagine the painful position I was in. As I 
left that house I was filled with misery. I determined to put an ·end to 
my own life; and with that determination I left that village. .As_ I 
went on my journey, I inquired the way to Wittemberg, which 
was ten miles. As I was walking along, being determined to put an 
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end to my life, on the way to Wittemberg, I beheld a beautiful large 
tree. Seeing that tree, and looking at it from afar off, I resolved to hang 
myself on it; and I went on, expecting that my life would soon 
be over, and that I should soon be out of my misery. Such were my 
inclinations; yet I began to think again of my beloved parents; what 
will become of them if they should hear that I have put an end to my 
own life? Then those words in Deuteronomy came, " He that is hanged 
is accursed." I began to think of the awful state in which I should be 
if I should bang myself. I lifted up my voice in prayer unto the Lord 
to be gracious unto me, and to save me from all my troubles and misery. 
The Lord heard my cry; the words came with power to my soul, "I 
will never leave you nor forsake you;" also the words of Isa. lix. I, 
"Behold the Lord's hand is not shortened, that He cannot save; neither 
His ear heavy, that He cannot bear." With this word I was much 
encouraged, and went on my way, rejoicing that my God listened to my 
prayers. As I came near the town of Wittemberg, I felt that my strength 
was all gone, not having had anything to eat since the previous day; 
but by God's help, I entered the town of Wittemberg, and inquired where 
any Jews resided. Having found that there lived a good number of 
Jews, I visited the Rabbi. He very kindly gave me food, for which.I 
bad longed for many hours. He then sent me to several Jews, whom I 
visited, and they very kindly helped me. I remained in Wittemberg for 
a few days; and before I left the town I visited the Rabbi, asking him 
to bless me. I explained to him my circumstances; he asked me several 
questions; on hearing my answers, he put his hands on my head, and 
pronounced the blessing, " The Lord bless thee and keep thee," &c. 
Being very pleased to receive a blessing, I then left the Rabbi, and went 
on my journey. 

I left Wittemberg rejoicing, having the blessing from the Rabbi, 
and sincerely trusting that it would sure to be fulfilled. So I went on 
my way to a town about three days' journey. I walked a whole day, and 
in the evening I arrived at a small village, where I applied for a night's 
lodging; but as I had no passport my ap~lication was not accepted. I 
left the village at once; the rain was pounng down the most part of the 
night. The whole of the night I was walking through the fields. My 
clothes on me were wet through; I was weary and hungry; I burst. out 
in bitter crying and prayer unto the Lord to have mercy on me, and 
deliver me from my trouble or take my life, for life was misery and woe 
to me. I thus went on in wretchedness the whole night, all my clothes 
on me wet with the rain. In the morning I still proceeded on my way, 
till I came near a cemetery, but could see no village nor town near. I 
went into the cemetery, and, being so weary, I laid down on a tomb, 
took off my coat, and hung it on a stone, next to the grave I rested on; 
in the pockets of the coat I had left a few thalers I had given me by the 
Wittemberg Jews and Rabbi. I then went to sleep on the tombstone. 
Whilf;t asleep, I dreamed about my beloved mother; she saw me sleeping 
on the stone, and, crying, said, " My child! my child! come to me, see, 
I have a very good and soft bed!" I then awoke, being so excited to 
find that I had slept the whole day, and it was night then, and very 
dark. I then tried to find my coat which I had left on the stone next 
the grave I rested on, but could not find it; and I walked about in the 
cemetery, trying to find it, but without success; I therefore laid down 
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again on another tombstone, so that I might rest a little more, and sat 
-on that stone the whole night; in the morning I again walked about 
the cemetery to find my coat, but, to my sorrow, I could only come to 
the conclusion that some one had stolen it while I slept in the day. I 
then journeyed on, having lost the only coat I had, and the little money 
given me !Jy the Wittemberg Jews. 

I was much ashamed to go on without a coat, and the rest of the 
·clothes I had on were rather shabby, from wearing them day and night, 
and in all sorts of weather. I called to mind the comforts I had when 
I was in my father's house; and, looking on my ragged clothes, I brought 
to my remembrance the good clothes I had to wear at home ; and now 
to be almost naked, also hungry, weary, yea, altogether wretched and 
miserable. 

CHAPTER V. 

FINDS a Jew who Knew His Father ; His Father had been the Means of Saving 
this Jew's Life-Remarkable Letter from His Father-His Reply to the Same. 

Going on in that wretchedness, I was delighted to see a small town; 
and in that small town I inquired aRer Jews, as I would have nothing 
to do with Christians. I was directed to a certain Jew in the town, 
whom I went to see, to ask for some help. On arriving at his house, 
the servant would not let me step into the house, because of my poverty. 
The master of the house came out and called me in, asking me what I 
wanted. I then burst out in bitter cries, for thinking of my mother 
and father, and that their son should be so ragged, and also a beggar. 
I then asked the good man if he could give me something to eat ; and 
he said nothing to me for a few moments; then he left me for a few 
minutes, and brought out his wife also to see me, and when they both 
looked at me, he asked me if my father's name was Lion Levinsohn. I 
.answered," Yes!" "Then is your mother's name Brainah ?" "Yes." 
Many questions he asked me about my family, and then his wife burst 
out crying, anq brought out their children to see me, and they all wept. 
He then said to me, " I know your father and mother; your father was 
the means of saving my life in the year 1863, when in the Polish revo
lution." I then found that the whole of that family were natives of 
Poland, and in the time of the revolution they were persecuted and 
imprisoned; but my father having much acquaintance with the governors 
-0f the prisons in Kovno, and with the chief police master, and others, 
redeemed the whole family from prison, on bail; after which, my father 
induced them to leave the country at once; and after some time, when 
the prisoners escaped, and were wanted, my father had then a great deal 
of trouble; but my father did not mind all the trouble, as long as he 
could redeem a Jewish family. He then said to me, "You shall have 
good clothes on you at once, and be made happy as my own son." Clothes 
were brought in the course of very little time, and I felt very thankful. 

It was on the eve of the Sabbath day. I dressed myself in the good 
clothes, and went with the whole family to the Jewish synagogu~ to 
worship. After service we returned home, and supper was provided 
very nice and comfortable. I was asked to offer the prayer and ~hanks, 
which I did according to the Jewish Prayer Book. I stayed m that 
house a few days. I then said that I would take my journey, and ~r. 
A., the master of the house, wished me to stay a few days longer. Bemg 
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asked by him so much, I was persuaded to do so. I then wrote a letter 
to my father, and informed him of all the circumstances which I had 
been in since I left home. The answer I received from my dear parents 
was as follows :-

" To MY DEAR AND SOUL-BELOVED CHILD lsAAc,-W e received your 
letter on the eve of the Sabbath. I assurP. you we did not enjoy any 
rest on that day of rest. As we came from the synagogue, instead of 
sitting down at the table, and celebrating the Sabbath, we all sat down 
and read your letter. We all cried very bitterly; your beloved mbther 
fainted several times as we were speaking about our beloved child. My 
beloved son, since you left us all things seem to be against us: In fact, 
whatever your mother and I attempt to do we fail, for our hearts are 
overwhelmed with trbuble, to think that you should suffer so much 
from poverty, hunger, &c., whilst we have good houses and our servants 
never want anything, and yet our beloved Isa11.c is in wretchedness. 
My darling child, I shall be happy indeed if you would think of me, 
your father, and your mother, sisters, and brothers, and come back 
home. Then you will make us happy, and you will be happy too. You 
know how I longed to have you remain in Russia, and be perfectly 
trained and educated, and also with a determination for you to become 
a Rabbi when you would be old enough; and yet all my hopes have gone. 
Your sister Meitta Esther asks me to beg of you to return, and also your 
little brother continually cries and asks when his good and sweet brother 
Isaac will return. Indeed, my child, when they all cry bittP.rly for your 
return, I often wish that you may come, and if not, I should like you 
to stay in Ham burg, when you get there; and we will take our holidays, 
and visit you, and spend a few days with you. But I hope that you 
will have compassion on your beloved father and mother, sisters and 
brothers, and come home. 

"I remain, dear and beloved child, 
"1four most affectionate father, 

"LION LEVINSOHN." 

When I received this letter my heart was filled with trouble, and I 
did not know what to do; I thought of the trouble that I should have 
to pass through in order to get to England, and also of the comforts 
that I could have if I returned home, yet I felt that I must go on till 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob would visit me. I then wrote to 
my beloved parents:-

" To MY MOST BELOVED FATHER AND MOTHER,-I carfnot express. 
the gratitude of my heart for your sympathising letter, and I would 
also tell you that I never spend a minute without thinking of you. 
Since I left you I was nearer death than life, for once I was deterrr.ined· 
to hang myself, because of the misery and wretchedness I was in ; yet 
the God of our fathers has brought me out of many troubles. I should'. 
very much like to return home, but I feel I must travel much more, till 
I can find that satisfaction that my soul longs for. I know that the 
religion of our's is the only religion that saves a soul, but yet I also. 
know that the great God is t.oo holy to look upon me, who am so great 
a sinner. .Although I don't read the Bible very often, yet I pray every 
day three times, and repeat the whole of the Tehillim (Psalms), which I 
know by heart. My dear parents, I trust that the Lord will be with, 
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~e, and especially if you. will pray for me. I shall be glad if you would 
kmdly ask my old Rabbi to pray for me. Dear father, please don't write 
to me any more till you hear from me. I am sorry I feel that I cannot 
take your advice and return home. I am determined, even if I travel 
through the whole world, that I must find satisfaction for my soul. 

" I remain, dear parents, 
"Your ever-affectionate son, 

" ISAAC LEVINSOHN." 

UHAPTER VI. 

Hrs Soul-agonising Question to another Rabbi-What He Must Do to he 
Saved; and the Rabbi's Instruction-Resumes His Journey-Walking Through 
Forests, Fields, &c.-Still in Great Distress of Mind-A Dangerous Gang of Rough 
Fellows Assail, Threaten, and Rob Him-Bitten by a Dog-Tempted to Infidelity
Bitterly Wailing, Solemnly Determines to Hang Himself, and Fully Prepares for 
~ . 

After the correspondence with my dear parents, I resolved to com
mence my travels again. Mr. A., who was so kind to me, asked me to 
stay longer. I thanked him, but refused; seeing that a great journey 
was before me, I would not stay at any place too long. Mr. A. then 
asked me to go with him to the Rabbi who lived in that town, to bless 
me, which he did. The Rabbi asked me what inducement I had to 
leave my native land, and, on hearing my answer, asked me if I would 
stay with him for some time; he hoped that by my doing so I would find 
full satisfaction to me ; but I had no desire to do so. I asked the 
Rabbi the same question that I asked my father and mother, and my 
Rabbi, when in Russia," What must I do in order to be saved?" and 
also told him of the great fears of death, hell, and judgment, that I 
possessed ; and I also told the Rabbi if he could do anything to drive 
away my fears I should feel happy indeed, in fact, I should feel happier 
than the greatest king on the throne. In reply to what I asked, the 
Rabbi said, "You must obey the holy law given unto us by God, through 
his servant, our lord Moses; and if J would observe all the precepts of 
the law, it would save me." I then said, "Dear Rabbi, all this I have 
done with all my heart and power, but the more I do all that, the more 
fears and terrors of death I have, and something tells me in my heart 
all that will never justify me before God." When the Rabbi found he 
could not persuade me to stay, he said to Mr. A., he thought that through 
the hard study I had in Russia, and especially as I was so yonng, I was 
getting mad. As I heard that sa_ying, I said," Very likely it may be so, 
I will, therefore, travel all over the world, until I find a cure for my 
soul." I had no thought then that I should find a Good Physician in 
Jesus Christ, whose name was an abomination to me, or that Jesus 
would graciously reveal Himself unto me, and heal my leprous soul, and 
give me that, satisfaction I longed for. 

The Rabbi then put his hands on mv head, and pronounced a 
blessing very silently that I could not hear.· I then took my departure 
from the Rabbi, and returned to the house of Mr. A., to wish the whole 
family good-bye. Mrs. A. then gave me a purse full of thalers, and Mr. 
A. gave a present of a few thalers. I then left the house of l\~r. A., 
with money and good clothes. Mr. A. also requested me to wnte to 
him at any time; if I wanted any money, he would he pleased ~o scud to 
me. He also expressed that nothing would be too hard for h11n to do 
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for me, whilst remembering the kindness of my beloved father towards 
him in years gone by. 

I then left that town by rail, and when I finished the journey, I 
would not spend any money in travelling, but kept it by me, so that 
when I got to Hamburg, I might have enough to live upon for a little 
time, and also have enough money to secure my passage to England. 
So commenced wal~ing again through the fields, and woods, and villages. 
As I bad money with me, I thought that I should not suffer so much as 
when in great poverty; but I found, by bitter experience, that money is 
not sufficient; for often I walked in darkness, through forests and fields, 
with the money in my pockets, yet could not get anything to eat. 

No one can imagine the great trials I had ; only those who know 
what it is to be in a strange land, and have passed through a similar 
path of trials and troubles. Several days, whilst walking on, I came 
into villages, but, finding no Jews there, would not stay anywhere. 
Oftentimes I lived whole days long upon some fruits I found on trees 
on my way. One morning, being very weary of walking the whole 
night, I came near a village, and before I entered therein, I sat down 
under a very nice plum-tree, which was on: the side of the road I walked. 
Being very weary and hungry, I took off some of its fruit, and eat 
it; and whilst sitting under the tree, there came four very rough, 
great fellows, and told me I had no business there, and that the tree 
was their own private property; they then seized me with force, all four 
of them, and said that they would have me imprisoned. They asked 

· me where I came from, and as they found that I was from a foreign 
land, concluded that I had some money; one of the four then took out 
a knife from his pocket, and said, if I would not give him all the money 
I had with me, he would kill me. I then gave them all the money I 
had given me by Mr. and Mrs. A., that I might save my life; and as 
they took away my money they ran away, and I wept bitterly: and then 
began to reason with myself: Can there be a God, who sees all this my 
troubles and be silent? I really thought for a little while, " There is no 
God, for else how could he be so far from me, and let me sink in such 
misery and wretchedness?" In this state I arrived at the little village, 
which was not far off, where I inquired if any Jews lived there, and, to 
my sorrow, was informed that there were none. I then entered into a 
public house, and begged of them to give me a piece of bread, which was 
kindly given me, and then went my way to a town which was about 
eight hours' walk, where I was informed I could find many Jews. 

On leaving the village, I was bitten by a dog, which frightened me 
very much, it also gave me great pain. I would have returned to the 
village again, bot there were no Jews living there. I then looked up 
heavenward, crying, and asking God if He would be merciful unto me, 
and take my life from me altogether, and charging God that He was too 
severe to me. I then walked for about three hours, bleeding through the 
bite of the dog, and also very hungry. I was then perfectly determined 
to hang myself on the first tree I came near. I then tore my waistcoat 
in twain, so that I might bind it partly around my neck, and partly on 
a branch of the tree, making every preparation for destroying my life, 
and longing to see a tree, where I could put an end to my wretched 
life. 

Suddenly I saw a nice large tree ; looking towards the tree, I said 
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my prayers, as usual, in accordance to the Jewish Prayer Book, and 
then I was ready to destroy my life. On coming to the tree that I 
looked forward to hang myself on, I beheld on it beautiful apples, 
which was indeed a pleasant sight. I then, forgetting that I wanted to 
hang myself on that tree, climbed up and got some apples, which I ate, 
-and then laid down under its shadow, and rested. I thought of the 
words of Solomon, who said, " I sat down under His shadow with great 
delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste." I slept under that tree 
the whole day. When I awoke I was surprised to find that it wa.'! night. 
I did not feel strong enough to walk that night, for losing so much 
·blood through the bite of the dog weakened me much. I remained 
,under the tree the whole night. 

In the morning I started; walked for some time, till I came to the 
town that I was told some Jews lived in, and went to the synagogue, 
where, being so hungry and weary, I fainted. Many Jews then came 
around me, who called me to life again, and asked me who I was. Being 
very mueh exhausted, I said, "Please ask me no questions, but give me 
something to eat, for I am starved." I was then taken to the house of 
,a Jew, where every comfort was granted to me. After staying at the 
,house for some little time, I fell very ill, but the Jews, who were so 
-kind, did all in their power to restore me to perfect health. As I was 
-confined to a bed of affliction, I thought of my beloved mother, and I 
wished I had died in my native land, and be in my father's house. I 
-cannot tell the great and painful position I was in. To be away from 
my native land, from father, mother, sisters, brothers, and to be in a 
strange land, amongst people that were strange to me in their manners 
,and cUBtoms. 

( To be continued.). 

"THE FIRST ADAM" 6,000 YEARS OLD IN 1881. 
READ · THIS! DENY IT YOU CANNOT. 

LUTHER, in his Table Talk, makes the remark that " the Pope and 
Turk both began almost at one time, under the Emperor Phocas." 

·This is true so far that, within a few years after the Pope's 1,260 years 
began, by his assumption of the Litle of Universal Bz'shop ; the Mahom
rnedan 1,260 may be said to have commenced with the well-known era 
of the Hejira, A.D. 622, and which; therefore, brings us to the year 
1881-2, by which time we have reason to expect that its power over 
Christians will terminate and come to an end. And it is worthy of 
note that the year 1881-according to some chronologers-synchronizes 
with the year 6000 A.M.-or, more correctly speaking, the 6,000th year 
since the creation of Adam. 

The Turkish recent onslaught was the result of the great power 
which Satan now has on the earth, knowing that his time is short. 
From a Scriptural stand-point, there can be no question but that the 
Mahommedan power is perishing. The following utterances of the Earl 
of Shaftesbury are significant. Last July, he said publicly:-

" I confess, looking at the present state of things, I believe the future 
will be much more terrible than the present, and I am deeply convinced 
that the Turkish Government is beyond remedy and utterly incorrigible, 
.and not in accord with the views of humanity. Looking at the interests 
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of the commonwealth of mankind, I, for one, would rather see the 
Russians on the Bosphorus than the Turks in Europe." 

"OLD TtME" is approaching a terrible climax, or a marvellous 
change. When the head of a family is supposed to be near death, what 
efforts to drive back the enemy ! So, now, the Antichristian powers 
are tottering ! What convulsive throes I Whu.t goings forth of 
endeavour to save them ! But they are doomed I Look, also, at the 
universal increase of music, of services of song, of merry-making in 
nearly all our churches and chapels-as though the adversary would 
drown all the sounds of approaching horrors, by clergymen and ministers 
of every sort, setting up choirs for glees, solos, songs, and laughable 
lectures, to lull their audiences into the slumbers of unconsciousness I 
Those who cannot heartily unite in these, are dividing and falling into 
weakness. Walk through "our Churches," either in London or in the 
Pro,inces. What do you see? Except in a very few instances, you 
behold the struggles of a little handful to bold up THE TRUTH-which, 
for the time being, is fallen in our streets I Generally speaking, it will 
be found that errors iu the ministry prosper ; but the proclamation of 
God's bolv truth is almost powerless. '' L1ght Literature" is called a 
curse to the nation. It is so. But all our people, more or less, like 
the light literature in sermons, in speeches, and in nearly all our services. 
My soul weeps, my heart bleeds, my spirit cries to God, over this almost 
uni.ersal incoming of Satan as an angel of light ; but from over thirty 
years' bitter reflection upon it, I fear the day is far spent, the sorrowful 
night for Zion is at band. 

C. W. BANKS. 

THE' LATE MR. E. J. OLIVER. 

"FRIEND after friend departs," and while we mourn the frequent gaps in the 
Church below, the many mansions of our Father's house are receiving daily 

those for whom they were prepared from everlasting. Our aged friend, Mr. E. J. 
Oliver, whose name. for more than thirty years, has been inseparably associated 
with the Baptist Tract Society, bas entered his eternal rest, at the age of nearly 
ninety years. Mr. Oliver was pre-eminently a man of activity ; for him, to live 
was to work, and bis often expressed desire, that he might not be left to experience 
the feebleness and incapacity of old age, was gi:anted in a remarkable manner ; for 
he was permitted to IaboUI· in the service that he best loved, almost to the very hour 
of his death. 

On the evening of Monday, January 8th, he attended a prayer meeting of the 
Church in East-street, Walworth, of which he was a member, when he prayed in a 
manner which will not be soon forgotten by those who heard it ; before 8 o'elock 
on the following morning he had gone home to be with Him whose commandments 
be held so dear. His departure, long delayed, was sudden at the last ; and is 
severely felt by those, who seeing his zeal for work, were apt to forget that he had 
attained an age at which few men are capable of either mental or physical exertion. 
Of course we could not expect but that one who, having passed the appointed limit 
of man's life, had added thereto twenty years of activity borrowed from eternity, 
should remain with us much longer ; but while we cannot effect to feel surprise, 
we may be permitted to drop a tear of regret over the grave of one, who in these 
days of laxity, was to the last an inflexible champion of Strict Communion. Our 
friend, moreover, was one of the few who are able to read the signs of the times; 
and was ever ready to sound a warning note against the advance of Popery and 
Ritualism, believing that he foresaw great danger to our country from these systems 
of falsehood. 

Not many weeks befom his death, he expressed to an intimate friend his con
viction that England had not at present a man capable of grappling with the evil. 
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" My friend," said he, "we shall want a man like Bismarck." It would be well we 
think, if such feelings as his were more common. Mr. Oliver did not confine him
self to talking against Popery, but worked energetically to combat the enemy by 
means of his connection with the Baptist Tract Society. He long maintained an 
active correspondence with the Waldensian Christians, and those who knew him 
best, can well remember the lively pleasure he took in the accounts of the Lord's 
work that he received from these descendants of Rome's victims of the dark ages. 
By the death of our friend, Dr. Wall, of Rome, and many other labourers against 
Popery on the continent. have lost a firm and sympathising supporter. We pray 
that many of our young brethren may feel impelled to take up the still unfinished 
work, and carry forward the struggle against the man of sin. 

The funeral took place on Tuesday, January 16th, at Nunhead cemetery, when 
touching addresses were delivered Mr. W. Alderson (our departed friend's pastor), 
and Mr. Briscoe. A sermon, having reference to the death of our aged brother, was 
preached on the evening of Sunday, January 21st, by Mr. W. Alderson at East
street chapel. The text was Rev. xiv. 13, from which Mr. Alderson, drew many 
useful lessons in connection with Mr. Oliver's life. He described our late friend as 
a firm Trinitarian, believing in one Lord, one faith, and one baptism; a man. diligent 
in business, fervent in spirit, fearing the Lord. Yr. Oliver, he said, "from his 
consciousness of his own sinnership, could not desire that his works should precede 
him; while his sense of indebtedness to the Lord who had redeemed him, caused 
him to labour so, that it is now tme of him that his works do follow him." The 
whole service was a fitting tribute to the memory of one whose constant wish was 
to be employed about his Master's business. 

THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

"This is not honest." With these 
words, The Gospel Standard closes its 
brief notice of The Baptist Almanack for 
1877. The reviewer says, "We have 
heard that this Baptist almanack has 
been advertised in the Christian World 
under the head of ' Congregational Hand
book';" and then adds, "this is not 
honest;" thereby implying that a fraudu
lent effort has been made to palm the 
Baptist Almanack off upon the Congre
gationalists ; which conclusion is cruel, 
false, and calculated to fan the flame of 
reproach which has been kindled and 
kept burning throughout the country for 
many years. We say the Gospel Standard 
reaches a conclusion most ungenerous, 
when it says, "This is not honest." Now 
what is the truth of this matter, as before 
God and man? It is this-Our son, Mr. 
Robe1·t Banks, publishes an annual, en
titled, the Congregational Almanack, a 
work quite distinct from the Baptist 
Almanack. The latter has never been 
advertised in the Christian Wo1-ld, as 
described by the Gospel Standard. Al
though we have laboured hard for more 
than sixty years, and have been deceived 
and defrauded to an extent unknown to 
any but 'the great Searcher of hearts, yet 
this" We have heard," &c., &c., has been 
promulgating against us such unfounded 
assertions that, but for the mercy of the 
Lord, we must have been driven to de
struction. In whatever part of the 

country we are called to labour, we hear· 
of the defamer's poison. We have cast 
our burden upon the Lord thousands of 
times, and hitherto He has sustained us. 
We may yet say more. 

" Rome's Hidden Springs." In the 
Sydney Morning Herald, which has safely 
reached us, there is a lecture by pastor 
Daniel .Allen, which occupies nearly six 
columns of that large Australian daily 
paper. The lecture was delivered in 
Pitt-street Temperance hall. October24th, 
1876, on" Rome's Hidden Springs." I'he 
immense halls, whichweremadeone, were 
crowded, hundreds could not get in. We 
are delighted to find our friend, Daniel 
Allen, is become so deservedly popular 
all through the Australian colonies. His 
lectures comprehend a gigantic grasp of 
knowledge in every department of litera
tm-e, and they are working an amount of 
good in the public mind that cannot be 
fully measured. We would be glad to 
re-issue the two last grand orations from 
Mr. Allen, if we could. 

Trinity Hymns. Such is the leading 
title of a comprehensive selection of 
hymns, by Mr.John Vaughan, the minister 
of Trinity chapel, Hackney. We are 
perfectly at a loss how to describ~ this 
fruitful production of indescribable 
labow·. Fifteen hundred hymns and 
sixty-five doxologies, carefully culled 
from most of the best sacred poets of the 
last centm-y and a half, all arranged under 
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their p1·oper heads, with a full alphabeti
cal index, table of subjects, explanatory 
and dedicatory preface, &c.; neatly 
printed and bound in a handy size, which 
is, to ns, an extraordinary enterprise. 
Other compilers of hymns have done well, 
bnt will not impartial and grateful 
Christians exclaim, " John Vaughan has 
excelled them all"? No publisher's name 
fa given. Trinity people keep themselves 
very much to themselves; hence, we 
supposP., the 'l'rinity Ily,nn Book will not 
be a,ailable for other persons or places. 

"These awful days of departure from 
the truth in J esns." Such is the first 
sentence in the preface to a New Year's 
Pastoral Address, by Rev. E. Wilkinson, 
M.A., Ph.D., rector of Snargate, wherein 
the doctrines of grace are defended with 
courage and with conclusive evidence. 
The address is published by Shaw & Co. 
There are yet in the Church of England 
some most determined and powerful 
advocates of the new covenant order of 
salvation. But they are scattered thinly 
over the provinces. Have we any in or 
near this awfully crowded metropolis ? 

The Best Wisk, and Other Sunda.11 
Readi,,gs for the Horne. By Rev. C. 
Bullock. Published at Hand and 
Heart office, 75, Shoe-lane, Fleet-street. 
" The Gospel of the Holy Ghost" is one 
large feature of this richly-adorned 
volume. The great requirement of the 
Church in this age, is " the quickening 
energy of spiritual life and power by the 
indwelling of the Holy Ghost." We have 
long feared that our Churches are flooded 
with the .Anninian heresy; man's power 
to assent to the Word of God is set up, 
and this free-will idol is now almost 
universally worshipped; accompanied, as 
it is, with other en-ors, and ceremonial 
celebrations. No one can denounce heresy 
and idolatry, or more pertinently insist 
upon the absolute necessity of the Holy 
Ghost in the salvation of sinners, than 
does Mr. Bullock. Hundreds of thousands 
read his weekly and monthly issues, and 
blessings flow therefrom. 

"The Arch-rival of the Christ of God." 
Such is the title given by Mr. Ormiston 
(in his volume, 7·ke Satan of Scripture) to 
"the god of this age," "the angel of 
light," the great " prince of the power of 
the aiI-." How far Satan's influence now 
extends no finite mind can judge. How 
many are simply Satan's agents, who 
profess to be the ministers of Christ ? 
Necessity compels us to fear they are 
many, and they are mightily deceiving 
the souls of millions. As it is a fact 
beyond all controversy, that the people 
are ignorant of Satan's devices, we 

boldly declare Mr. 01-miston has accom
plished a task of no mean order in col
lecting and editing this extraordinary 
volume ; and ministers, school-men, ancl 
laymen, will do good service by urging 
on its extensive circulation. It is pub
lished. at 15, Waterloo-place, London, by 
Smith, Elder & Co. 

Jlfemo1·ial Hymns and Poems. By J osepb 
Warren. Mr. E. C. Sayer, Warrington 
House, Ipswich, is disposing of these 
hymns, as noticed last month. The 
volume contains a faithful picture of that 
singular minister of Zoar, in Maldon, 
called "Joseph W aiTen ; " also an out
line of bis experience ; and over 300 
original melodies. Truth, in a plain 
dress, is here exhibited. The wayfaring 
man may nm and read bei'e, without 
stumbling, if grace reigns in his heart. 

"Surrey Tabernacle Benefit Society." 
The &port for 1876 shows about £1,200 
has been paid for sickness and death 
during the past twelve months. In in
vested capital, in membership, in manage
ment, this long-established and'essentially 
valuable Society is prospering ; but there 
are many hundreds of good young men 
in our Churches who have not yet obtained 
admission therein. If they determine to 
be single all theiI- life they may provide 
for that rainy day which overtakes every 
man in his turn ; but if they enter upon 
the responsibilities of a married life 
before they secure the helps which" The 
Surrey Tabemacle Benefit Society" offers 
to them, we consider they act imprudently 
and unwise. 

Dr. Barnardo's Homes, ~c. By Rev. 
G. Reynolds. It makes ustremble. We 
wait.-Twelve Realistic Sketches of Rev. 0, 
H. Spurgeon, ~c. Full of incident; il
lustrative and astonishing.- Mr. Shep
herd's sermon on The Object of Ritual, 
is excellent in truthfulness and clever in 
style.-Tke Righteousness of Faith, ~c. 
A sermon at Providence chapel, Brighton, 
by Mr. Thomas Lawson. This subject of 
faith is the one upon which now almost 
everybody-parsons, autbors,and peoples 
of all denominations-appea1· quite blind. 
We daily weep in our souls over the dark 
and death-like condition of prnfess01·s, on 
this one essential link in the chain of a 
salvation which, in every department, is 
alone " of the Lo1·d." Mr. Lawson's ser
mons on " Faith " prove him a man 
taught of the Spirit. 

Tlte Owp of S<tlvatiQn. A sermon as 
full of Scriptural quotation and experi
mental application as it can bold. Truly 
Mr. Battersby obeys the injunction, 
"Preach the Word." It is published by 
Fisher & Stidstone. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
PREACHING 'fO SINNERS. 

Mn. w. WINTERS' REPLY TO Mn. G. 
HEARSON. 

To the Editor of the Earthen Veaael. 
DEAR Srn,-Were it not that your corres
pondent, Mr. G. Hearson, has so ungraciously 
charged me with a want of candour with 
regard to my views of "what the Strict Bap
tists believe and preach," I certainly would 
not trouble to reply to his pert enquiry. It 
is, however, to be hoped that by the grace of 
God my candour in the truth is as much 
known and appreciated in the Churl'hes 
where the whole truth is preached, as that 
of the pastor of Vauxhall. I think no 
mo1:e than right that firmness of expression 
originating from purity of motive-though 
probably not exempt from some error of 
judgment-humanum est errare-should he 
accepted with all charity for what it is worth, 
especially when it is seen that in determining 
hard questions "g,-eat men are not always 
wise." It is iuesllonable from whence comes 
Mr. Hearson s censure, whether fromjudg
ment or passion; but that we leave, as 
observes a learned writer, "We ought no 
more to despise a man for the misfortunes of 
the mind than for those of the body, when 
they are •ueh as he cannot help ! " 

Mr. Hearson, after wittiog1y reiterating 
my arguments, and examining them as 
through the filmy lens of generalism, very 
wiselv leaves them where he found them, 
and ·seeks other well-worn arguments of 
the Sankey and Moody type, in order to find 
"a foeman worthy of his steel." On turning 
to the EARTHEN VESSEL for August, 1875, 
agreeable to his wish, I find the "former 
challenge " which " has never been 
answered" (?). Here Mr. Hearson seems to 
require a solution of Acts viii. 22..l analogous 
to the sentiment.• of the Hyper {.;alvinist, or 
high doctrine men, not doubting but that it 
is in its highest aspect fully endorsed by the 
Moody party. In this verse Simon the 
sorcerer is exhorted by Peter to "Rlll'ENT ," 
i.e., "of this thy wickedness," in ofleriog 
to purchase the gift of God with money, 
that he might, asit is to befeared, thousands 
do in the present day, make merchandize of 
it. Now, before going further, it is necessary 
to know the ,nature of the repentanc~ here 
urged by the apostle, as well as the tbmg to 
be repented of. It will, I think, be readily 
admitted by Mr. Hearson, that the sacred 
Scriptures treat of spiritual and natural re
pentance, and the repentance spoken of, supra, 
[ hesitate not in saying, is natural, which 
every Gospel preacher may with propriety 
enforce, and which is as distinct from the 
spiritual repentance which Christ is exalted 
to give, as the swimmer is from the water. I, 
therefore, conten!l that it is not according to 
sound doctrine to exhort (dead) sinners to 
B_P.i-ritually repe,nt nod yielil "obedience of" 
Lfiiith], that which they do not in reality 
possess. For· the apostles declare " All men 
have not faith" (2 Thess. iii. 2). The late Mr. 

Parks has an admirable note on this point; 
he says natural repentance " consists in a 
change of mind with regard to God, or 
iniquity, or deportment, aod is produceable 
by argument, or threatening, or affliction." 

'Spiritual repentance "consists in a change 
of mind with regard to God, and sin as sin, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, and is produceable 
by the Holy Spirit enlighteoiog the under
standioll' and softening the heart. We see 
(says Mr. Parks) instances of the first every 
day of our lives in the case of reformed 
drunkards and reclaimed felons. We see 
instances of the second in regenerated Phari
sees, who, though highly moral, and respect
able before repentance, are now constrained 
to confess the sins and ioiq nities of their best 
works in the sight of God" (see sermon on 
" Good News for Poor Siooers," p. 2; also 
Toplady's works, vol. ili. p. 2.51 ). 

lo Acts Tiii. 13, we find Simon was bap
tized and made a visible member of the 
Church of Christ; but was he in truth a child 
of God? I trow not. Nor is there any 
Scripture to prove that he was anything else 
than a reprobate down to his death. Con
sequently Peter's exhortation did not effect 
a radical change in him. Peter exhorts him to 
pray for the forgiveness of that one particular 
crime, and on Simon's hearing of the severe 
words of Peter, was moved-not as a godly, 
sorrow-stricken man, to pray for himself, 
but to request Peter to do it for him, in order 
that he might escape the punishment due to 
him on account of that heinous crime. The 
very same kind of repentance is exhibited in 
Judas-i.e., ~hen he saw that be was con
demned repented himself, &c. (Matt. xxvil. 
3 ). Was be saved? This same repentance 
was known to Antiochus Epipbanes, to 
Pharaoh, to Ahab, to Saul, and to others. 
Antiochus had no sincere contrition; 
Pharaoh and Saul were terrified, but not 
moved to true repentance. This natural 
repentance is seen in the history of the 
Nioevites, and is mentioned in Luke 
xi. 32. In this, and similar l'ases, it may be 
called a national repentance. Jesus there 
tells the Jews that the Ninevites would rise 
up injudgment against them because they 
repented at the preacbi~g o,Jonab, whereas 
the Jews would not at the preaching of 
Jesus, because they did not believe in Him 
as the Messiah, and were consequently 
rejected for their judicial blindness. The 
Israel of old repented that they had lost 
one of their tribes (see Judges xxi. 6, 15). 
The Hebrew meaning representing re
pentance is "return," and in the 
Greek it is two-fold-metameleia (pamit
tmtia) signifying the contritional, nod 
metanoia (resipiscentia) expressing the 
conversive power of repentance (vide Blunt's 
Theological Diet). Alford states that Acts 
viii. 22, taken in conoectiou with J oho l<X. 

23, shows " bow completely the apostles 
themselves referred the forgiveness of sins to, 
and left it in the sovereign power of, God, and 
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not to their own delegated power of absolu
tion." Gar gives reasons why Simon had 
need of repentance, on the account o( the 
enormity of the crime, he then being tied by 
the chain ol his sin. In this crime, some 
have thoug·ht (see Webster and Wilkinson's 
Greek Test.) Simon committed t,1e sin against 
the Holy Ghost, which may account in some 
measure for the expression of uncertainty 
with regard to forgiveness-" If JJerhaps the 
thoughtofthine heart may he forgh•en thee·" 
ara being a syllogistical particle, admits ~f 
some doubt as to hi, being forgiven. Simon 
was then in the gall of bitterness and bond of 
iniquity, and consequently had no part either 
in the gift or grace of the Spirit, for it is 
proved by the highest authority that he after
wards became an enemy of God and the 
apostles by practising his pernicious senti
ments. Methinks how obviously different 
is that repentance pre..ssed by Peter upon 
Simon to that mentioned in Acts v. 31, xi.15. 
The former, as seen in :,imon, is a legal repent
ance, which is only temporary, and often 
proceeds trom unbelief, aversion to God and 
Hi, law, and ends in despera•ion. It is that 
which needs to he repented of; while the 
latter is spiritual and Divine, and proceeds 
as a special g-ift from God, attended with 
other holy graces of the Spirit. It may be 
called evangelical repentanee, because it 
effects the heart and life (see 2 Cor. vii. 11). 
This difference is seen in Peter himself, under 
the term conversion ( Lukexxii. 32), "When 
thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren." Peter was already a saved man, 
for the Lord Jesus had previously prayed for 
him. Hence the same differenr.e exists 
between conversion and regeneration as 
between spiritual and natural, or legal re
pentanr.e. And there is as much cause 
to believe that Simon perished with 
his money as there is that he repented 
alter a godly sort. There is no question that 
be legally repented, and in that state of 
mind the apostle left him. The effect of 
Peter's preaching is seen in its two-fold 
aspect-a savour of life to some, and a savour 
of death to others. Jn Acts ii. 37, we find, 
after Peter's memorable sermon on the day of 
Pentecost, three thousand were PRICKED 
to the bear!; katenugesan te kardia-they 
were pierced to the heart, as the word 
katanussesthai signifies. These persons we 
ha,•e reason to lielieve spiritually repented. 
But how diverse is the effect of the same 
apostle's rniuistry on another occasion ( Acts 
v. 33). The apostle had been preaching, as 
all true ministers do, that Christ is exalted 
to give (spiritual) repentance to Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins (verse31), and he himself, 
with others was a witness of it. Then they 
that beard ft were CUT (dwprionto) to the 
heart and the result is, as we believe in the 
case ~f Simon the magician, they proved 
enemies to the truths of the Gospel. This is 
confirmed by the same word being expressed 
after the dying but eloquent oration of 
Stephen in Acta vii. 54. 

Jn Acts iii. 19, the apostles Peter and 
John exhort the Jews to change their minds 
with regard to the true Messiah ( many of 

whom doubtleos Jesus prayed for while on 
the cross, "Father, forgive them," &c.), 
that their judicial hardness might give way 
when the refreshing from the p,·esence of the 
Lord should come. This refreshing may be 
looked at as a time of, respite (anapsu:eis) 
which was given them to repent of their sin 
in killing the Saviour. Have they yet be
lieved, or changed their opinion in this 
matter? Nay, because their hearts are not 
regen€rated by the Holy Ghost. 

Acts xvii. 30, I am exhorted by Mr. H. to 
solve. But I tear I have occupied too much of 
your valuable space already. However,just a 
word or two on this head, and on J obn iii. 18, 
and I have done. At the former "ignorance" 
spoken of by Paul, God winked at, because it 
came under the sin of ignorance, for which 
a sacrifice was-under the law-to be made; 
while for the sin of presumplion, no sacrifice 
was to be offered. The Light of the World 
had come, and His Divine lustre w!ls shed 
abroad; hence, their idolatry was inexcusable 
although not unpardonable. The doctrine 
of repentance was to be preached to the Jews 
as well as to the Gentiles (Luke xxiv. 47); 
and though it appears in the form of a com
mand, as Gill observes, it is not supposed to 
be in the power of men, or to contradict evan
gelical repentance being the free-grace gift of 
God, but only shows the need men stand in 
of it. It is the Spirit. of the Word that 
makes wise unto salvation, and by comparing 
Scripture with Scripture we rightly compre
hend the meaning and the harmony of the 
Word of God. But to take an isolated portion 
from the Bible, and demand a solution of that 
alone, is to 1·ender the fairne.,s of that demand 
questionable. John iii. 18, is given by Mr. 
H. also for interpretation, and by the italic
ized word "because," it is not to be supposed 
that the weight of man's salvation hinges 
upon his willingness to believe in the name 
of Jesus ; for no man is naturally willing to 
seek God till he is made so by the Holy 
Ghost (see Psalm ex. 3; 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4). 
The covenant of grace is not based upon the 
condition of faith and repentance, but is 
" established in the blood of Jesus." The new 
covenant proves man's natural inability to 
perform spiritual acts, and yet makes a 
glorious provision for such as are ordained to 
eternal life (Acts xiii.48). And however dis
tasteful the blessed doctrine of election, pre
destination, and final perseverance may he to 
him whose neck has never bowed to sove
reign grace, it is far better for the child of God 
to abide by than the universal system, that 
rest~ on creature probabilities, and that may 
effect the salvation of everybody or nobody. 

Should Mr. Hearson deem these tew re
marks as insufficient, or wide of the enquiry 
be makes-let him show us wherein he differs, 
and put before us something more Scriptural, 
tangible, and logical ; for no one is more 
eager to learn sound doctrine thnn yours, as 
ever, iu the best of bonds, W. WINTERS. 

Waltham Abhey, Nov. 9, 1876. 
P.S.-lthank rnydearfriend, M1·. B. Taylor, 

of Pulham-St.-Mary, for his kind Christian 
suggestion on the wrappe1· of last month's 
EARTHEN V ESSEI,, which I heartily endorse. 
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·THE LA.TE MR. JAMES SYKES, OF 
READING. 

DEAR MR. BANx's,-It falls to my lot 
-once more to send you a few Jines in relation 
to the life nod last days of our beloved brother, 
James Sykes, who fell asleep in Jesus on 
Saturdny night, November 24th, 1876. 

While I muse, tho3e words fall fresh upon 
my mind, believing tl.iem strictly applicable 
to our departed brother, "Thou shalt come 
,to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of 
of corn cometh in in his sea3on." 

His mind became impressed about his 
eternal estate quite early in life, while meet
ing with the Wesleyans; hut not finding 
that his soul needed, he subsequently was led 
to hear the truth amongst the denomination 
-of Strict Baptists. It was his favoured lot to 
attend the ministry of Mr. Allen, of lrthling
borough. His mind became more enlightened, 
he was baptized, and added to the Church 
fifty years since. During his last days of 
sickness, he was bles.sed with a fresh remem
brance of the way the Lord had led him, and 
referred to an especial season where his mind 
was beclouded and dark ; so that he could not 
see his· signs of a saving change of heart. He 
arose very early one morning to attend to 
his horses, when he experienced a sweet 
revelation to his soul of heaven, and the 
words came ppwerfully to his heart, " This 
beam is for you ; and when you die, I will 
receive you to Myself." The place appeared 
lighted up, and he felt overwbelmed;with joy. 
This remained with him that day, and as be 
pursued bis calling, he felt lost in wonder and 
astonishment at the goodness and love of God 
to him. 

On another occasion, he was wending his 
way to the house of God longing to feel the 
sensible presence of the Lord, but mourning 
over his condition, he felt bis soul exceedingly 
-east down within him. He passed a company 
ol young people full of mirth and pleasu1·e, 
so-called, whicb appeared only to aggravate 
his woe, whilst :Satan taunted him ; but 
these words were applied to his heart, 
" Trifles are theirs, a kingdom yours." 
lo a moment the scene was changed; hu
mility po$Sessed his breast,and love flamed out 
to his Divine Lord. Many times has he spoken 
-of his early lile, the marriage state, the uphill 
rugged path ol providence, but studded with 
marvellous deliverances; so that be could 
heartily join Cowper in that well-known 
hymn," God moves in a mysterious way," 
.&c. 

In the order of God's providenee, his steps 
were directed to Reading about tbirty-five 
yeara since. Here he again narrated one es
p•cial circumstance of the Lord's help. His 
occupation wos the oversight of n number of 
workmen in forming the railway to Reading. 
He wll!I reque.•ted ·by the contractors, in order 
to compete with the time stipulated, to work 
-on the Sunday. This caused him great coo
ftict; he knew not how to conform, and his 

- discharge appeared certain. On the other 
band, in conforming to their 1-equest, would 
be to break God's most holf day. At length 
be resolved rather to tall mto the band• of 
God, than to obey man, He left the work& 

not expecting to return again, when those 
words were given him, " I know whom I 
have believed, and that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed to Him against 
that day." Yes, He, who is the autilor of 
faith, hll!I sai~J " Them that honour Me I will 
honour; " He makes all things work lor 
good. In one short week, his employers sent 
repeatedly to him to go and fill his post; 
they rnust have him, and he should have his 
Sundays to himself. Here he proved in the 
trial, one of those providences made to yield 
him greater pecuniary advantages; and he 
had the assurance of a good conscience to
wards God. Notwitbstanrliog, be was not 
blessed with the joys of faith so much as some 
Christians, and often mourned over gloomy 
doubts perr,lexiog his miorJ. 

For some months prior to his illness, he bad 
been reminded he was mortal. He met for 
the last time to break bread with us in Sep
tember, and shortly after he entered his 
dwelling to go out no more. His sufferings 
were great; but the Lord was very graciou• 
unto him; his bitter cup was sweetened by 
His Divine presence; and those who attenaed 
on him were often refreshed by the sweet 
words that fell from his lips. As he drew 
near bis journey's end, he was blessed with a 
very sweet manifestation of his personal in
terest in the Io,·e of God. He had been severely 
tempted and harassed with infidelity, ques
tioning the existence of a God, and of the re
ality of religion, and lie would exclaim, " 0 
that cursed infidelity ! I know bette~, but I 
cannot help it." At length, the Lord broke 
the snare, deliverance ca:ne; then flamed 
into his soul peace and joy in contemplatin; 
upon the· love and purposes of God; the blood 
and righteousness of Jesus; the power and 
teachings of the Holy Spirit; and said" These 
nre no fables, but solemn realities." He felt, 
through the grace given, be could feed upon 
these truths, and was led to say with the 
apostle," I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day." Blessedly 
did be speak of the crown laid up for him! 
No one could take it;" II there is a crown, I 
must go there to wenr it; the righteous 
Judge shall give it me." In this sweet con
fidence be lived and rested, until he closed his 
mortal career. 

A ~hort time before he departed, as a num
ber of friends surrounded his bed, a brother 
said," Are you happy? do you feel Jesus still 
precious? " He replied in a firm voice, 
" Vel'y." This was his last expression on 
earth. I have lived in close union with him 
for about twenty-seven years ; and most part 
of that period, we have worked together in 
the sacred office 11!1 deacons with others. He 
possessed a matured experience and sound 
judgment, was calm in his deliberntion, but 
firm in the faith once delivered to the saints, 
and could give good counsel. 

It is a great loss to the Church in these 
days of declension from tru tb and New Testa
ment order; but our loss is his eternal goin; 
he hu put oft' the armour, no more warlilre, 
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laid do'\\'Il the sword and c~ for the crown, 
exchanged grace for glory, and entered for 
ever into rest. His mortal !'emains were in
terred in the,Reanin11: cemetery, December 1st, 
1876. Brother Vinden officiate,!, who, fi-om 
his long acquaintance and personal knowledge 
of him, was able to speak in confident terms 
of his blessed state. He made some very ap
propriate and solemn remarks upon the oc
casion. Brother W. Ward, late of Pimlico, 
stood eniraged to preach at Providence, on 
Sunday, December 3. He read as a text in 
the evening (by request) the portion in 
Timothy, and gave us a very able and suit
able direourse upon the same. I trust it was 
blessed to many present. 

Dear Banks, how sweet to reflect that amid 
the changes of man and things around us, 
and the reproacl1es cast upon the glorious 
doctrines we believe in and hold, here is a 
brother who has just passed his fiftieth year in 
the visible Church of Christ, lived in and 
upon these truths, and bore his dying 
testimonv to the faithtulness of our God. 
Thus, while we mourn, on the other band we 
rejoice, being confirmed in tbe belief of the 
truth, knowing be bad the smile and appro
bation of God, rejoicing in the possession of 
vital godliness, constantly saying, "Come, Lord 
Jesus, take me home, that I may praise Thee 
for Thy grace as I would." Much more 
might be added, but must forbear. 

Yours in the truth, A. MARTIN. 
Reading, December 11, 1876. 

HOW THE YEAR BEGAN AT THE 
SURREY TABERNACLE. 

"Ebenezer : hitherto the Lord bath helped 
ns," was an appropriate text to close the year 
with. The discourse was not delivered at 
the tabernacle; but it was preached by one 
of the tabernacle deacons on the eve of the 
New Year. It was a stone of memorial: a 
retrospective and prospective arJ1:Ument in 
favour of the Lord's goodness to His children 
while journeying through this wilderness; 
with the assurance of His faithfulness in the 
final issue of bringing "the whole election 
of grace " to that eternal home where years 
have neither beginning nor ending, and 
where time is unknown. Thus we closed 
1876. 

On New Year's evening, there was a 
special meeting for prayer held in the Surrey 
tabernac-le. The deacons occ-upied the plat
form, Mr. Mead taking the centre seat 
usually appropriated for the chairman. The 
several brethren who were called on to offer 
prayer were lead to ask specially that the 
Church might soon be blessed with a pastor,
" a man after God's own heart,"-who 
should go in and out before the people, 
leading them into " green pastures," and 
"feedinl!' them with the finest of the wheat." 
There was a calmness, a simplicity, a 
sincerity, yet an earnestness, with an 
unanimity in the several appeals to the 
heavenly throne on this special subject, that 
it was felt the brethren had been lead in 
spirit to ask " this blessing at the Lord's 
hand." There was an apparent quietness 
and calmness pervading the gathering. It 

was a season of repose in spirit-when In 
praise and prayer, we acknowledge the 
many mercies undeservedly received, coupled 
with an expression of faith that " no good 
thing" would he found lacking in the un
trodden future. To our mind, there appeared 
an harmonious leading on, step by step, in 
the verses sung between the prayers offered 
that was solemn and comforting. Mr. Pelis 
read the lines-

" Dear Shepherd of Thy chosen few, 
Thy former mercies here renew : 
Here to our waiting hearts proclaim 
The sweetness of 1'hy saving No.me." 

Here" former mercies" were acknowledged, 
and a blessing on "our waiting- hearts" 
sought. After prayer, our cheerful deacon 
Thomas Carr gave out the choice lines of 
Conder's-

H Heavenly Father, to whose eye 
Fnture things unfolded lie: 
Through the desert, where I stay, 
Let 1·hy counsels guide my way. 
All I ask for is enough ; 
Only when the way is rough 
Let Thy rod and staff impart 
Strength and courage to my heart." 

Here was recognised the Lord's omniscience • 
next " counsel" sought to guide us in ouf 
future "way;" and . "strength" and 
" courage" to press on when " the wav is 
rough." We sang theverBes not boisterously, 
but with a quietness and ealmness suited to 
the words. Mr. Edwards offered prayer, 
and the 115th Psalm was read to us by Mr. 
Hundell. Then 11-Ir. John Beach asked us 
to sing-

"Through ee,eh perplexing path of life 
Our wandering footsteps guide i 

Give us each day our daily bree.d, 
And raiment flt provide:• 

Thus asking for providential mercies for the 
time we are treading the "peq>IPxing path 
of life." Pra,er was again offered, when 
Mr: Boulden lead us in our la;it song of 
pra1Se-

"He guards thy soul, He keeps thy breath, 
Where thickest dangers come i 

Go and return, secure from death, 
Till God command thee home." 

Here we had an asiurance that with us all 
should go well till the Lord gave the com
mand for us to go "home." Mr. Mead 
made a few suitable remarks, and the meet
ing was closed in the usual way. 

CAMBS.-We have heard Mr. George 
Holland intends leaving Willingham. We be
lieve other doors of usefulness will be opened 
for him. Whoever moy faithfully write the 
history of the Baptist Churches in Willing
ham during the last half century, will find 
rich stores of incidents, rendering such re
cord of varied int~rest. Young John Stev,ns, 
as they termed him, was la1·gely successful, 
but death soon removed him. Our brother 
S. says," No moo was ever more blessed to 
my soul soul then was young Alder•on." 
But the chapter about the rich deacon and 
his airs (heir• is meant, we suppose) ls laid 
with other papers. Several mrnister•, with 
Mr. Holland, have had their work to do and 
they have done it. But what real good hu 
the new cause effected ? 
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A PRAYING, BUT 
SAINT. 

AFFLICTED, I deavoured to hope she might be spared a 
· few years longer, yet it was but too evident 

The late Mrs. Blanch Mary Handford 
died on Sept. 26, 1876, aged sixty-four; was 
for about forty years a member of the Church 
unde1· the p11Storal care of the late Mr. 
James Wells. My dear mother was brought 
to a knowledge of her condition as a sinner 
when among the Wesleyans, although by 
what instrumentality I do not remember to 
ban heard her distinctly state; hut the 
late Mr. Wells was the first to be the means 
of conveying •piritual joy and peace to her 
soul ; and she frequently referred to the 
feelings she experienced when she first heard 

. a free-grace Go.•pel from his lips. !!he at
tended, however, more frequently with me 
at Gower-street during the latter part of her 
life. 

I II-ink, from what I have beard my dear 
mother relate, that in her case the work ot 
grace was not very deep at the first. The 
Lord gradually led her on by a series of 
afflictive dispensations, instructing her with 
"line upon line, and precept upon precept " 
until He received her to Himself, as a shodk 
of corn fully ripe in its season. 

My mother was greatly tried because she 
had not the gift and ability to tell out as 
some are enabled to do what she felt within. 
She frequently through life lamented her 
deficiency in this respect; and it is a sourr.e 
of regret to me likewise that she could not 
do so, as I believe she was highly favoured 
at times, and had most blessed senoible near
ness to and communion with her covenant 
God in Christ. 

Hers was indeed a chequered path, for she 
seems to have had II taste of almost every 
kind of affliction. Lelt a widow with a 
young family, she was exposed to i:;reat 
straits in circumstances, but the Lord merci
fully appeared for her in every time of need. 
She also suffered the los~ of children being 
bereft of all except myself. In additi~n, she 
bad a large share of bodily ~fflictions; for, 
apart from severe. attacks of illness, she for 
years scarcely knew what it was to enjoy 
one day's good health. And, as II climax to 
alJ, she suffered much from spiritual dark
ness, which was no doubt greatly enhanced 
by a peculiarly sensitive and nervous tem
perament. 

A few months before her death, she was 
deeply tried as to her state and standing for 
eternity. One nighi in particular, she 
scarcely hlld nny rest, as •he felt hell must 
be her eternal portion. With uplifted hands 
in her bed. she implored mercy, when the 
Lord graciously condescended to whisper 
peace to her soul. 

She appeared for some months to have a 
presentimfnt of her approaching end · and 
indeed, I could not help feeling myself' fro0: 
the expressions that she from time (~ time 
dropped of her desire to see foce to face her 
beloved Lord, and of what she anticipated 
it would be lo irnze for the fh-st time, after 
her spirit quitted the body, upon His blessed 
face, that the Lord wns fitting her for the 
mansions above. And, although I bad en-

from daily observation that her tabernacle 
was being ll;l'adually taken down. 

The following verses, which she was con
stantly repeating as she went about the 
house, wilf convey an idea of the state of 
her mind at about this time :-

u Weak is the effort of my heart 
And cold my warmest thought. 

But when I see Thee as Thou art 
I'll praise Thee as I ought." ' 

And, 
u Ab, Lord! _with ~rdy steps I creep; 

And sometimes Rmg, and sometimes weep 
Yet striJ? m~ of this house of clay, ' 
And I will sing as loud as they." 

Her blood-bought soul, "strip! of the 
house of clay," is now ravished with the 
beatific vision of her adorable Redeemer 
and she enjoys in full fruition what she had 
sighed und panted for so long. 

Hercomplaintwasheartdisease,and shesuf
fered greatly therefrom in her last illness in 
which she was attended by Dr. C;,rle, whom 
she found to be not only a physician to the 
body but also a spiritual physician to the 
soul, for she often expressed what a comfort 
his visits had been made to her. 

Although her ~odily sufferings were great 
the Lord graciously supported her and cheered 
her as she passed through the dark valley. 
She frequently exclaimed, in her paroxysms 
of agony, " What should I do if I had to 
seek the Lord now? " The Lord mercifully 
granted her request in maintaining her reason 
to the last, so that she was enabled to testify 
only a short time Lefore her departure of 
the happiness and peace she felt. Her 'be
loved Lord was thus better to her than all 
her fears, as she experienced that when 
heart and flesh failed, He was the strength 
of her heart, and that He would be her por
tion for ever. 

Her mortal remains were interred at Nun
headcemetery, a few yards behind the resting
place of her Leloved pastor, on Sept. 30, 
Mr. Pelis, one of the deacons of the Surrey 
Tabernacle, who visited her in her illness 
officiating. Her tombstone bears the inscrip~ 
t!on so characteristic of her life-long exee
r1ence," We must throuirh much ll'ibulation 
enter into the kingdom of God." 

My beloved mother was a woman of much 
prayer. As an instance I may men lion 
that even before I was born she bad great 
wrestliogs with the Lord on my behalf, that 
I might be "sanctified unto God from the 
womb; " and as I grew up, I believe I was 
ins!rumeotally upheld in every path in 
winch I was called to walk by her petitions 
to n throne of grace on my behalf; for she 
has frequently told me that I scarcely ever 
left the house without her heart being uplilted 
for me that the Lord might be with me 
during the day, as well as for my spiritual 
and eternal welfare. The Lord grant that 
her prayers may be ahu ndan tly answered, 
and that when my mortal race is run, I 
"may find mercy of the Lord in that day." 

T. J. HA.NDFORD 
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MR. ISR.\EL ATKINSON'S ADDRESS 
·ro MR. JOHN HUNT LYNN, 

ON HIS SETTLEMENT AT STRATFORD. 
rThe following is but an outline of Mr. 

Atkinson's charg-e. 7 
Mr. Israel Atkinson, in addres.•ing the 

pastor, said, He was not aware that this duty 
woulrl devolve upon him; but I may say 
you have entered upon an important work. 
I gather from your statement that you have 
not taken it up lig·htly; this matter has 
cost you much thoughtfulness, heart-search
ing and prayerfulness to God. My call to 
the ministry cost me more heart-searching 
than my call by grace. In compari-on to 
the importanre of the work of a Gospel 
minister, all others are trifling and dwindle 
down to insiirnifirance. You are God's 
messenger, aud His interests transcend all 
others; temporal interests are comparatively 
as nothing. We are witnesses for God, His 
repre!-:entatives; we do _not fl.!-:~Ume to be, as 
the primitive apostles were, His amhas.•adors. 
It has been my enrleavour to make as full a 
representation as I could according to the 
Scriptures, being ever anxious not to make 
a misrepresentation. I quote a remark of 
good John S•evens, "Preach the truth, all 
the truth you can, and take good heed that 
you preach nothing but the truth, otherwise 
you dishonour Him \'OU love and mislead 
hearers." Be careful of 'vour moral 
character. I speak this from no fear of 
youTS; but a g-reater than either of us had 
to hring bis body into subjection lest after 
having preached to others himself shuulrl 
prove a castaway. Hazael, when forewarned 
of the iniquities he would commit, ~aid," l:oi 
thy servant a dnll" that he should do this 
great thing?" You know in some measure 
your own heart. I know not of any im
mo•ality that has cursed the race oi man 
that I am not competent to commit hut for 
restrRining grRre. We PXpect in a man in 
whom the Spirit of Christ is, there will be 
morRlity, a rig-ht~on~, ~oher livin~ in the 
world,-i.e,, legitimntelv using- the gifts of 
God's provirlence, and living righteouslv as 
between man and man. You will require to 
pay a deal of reg-ard to your spiritual life ; 
for vour well noing in the ministrv will 
depenrl on the vitalitv of your own religion, 
and the li1•ing effects of those principles 
which you pu•pose to preach, to,· you will 
harrllv speak with any power if the thing is 
wanting in your own heart. Watch unto 
private prayer, but •tanrl in aweof desultory, 
formal petitions, or two or three words to 
satisfy t11e feelings of the mind. There is a 
tendency to spiritual declension in all of us! 
This slwuld tJe watched by the minister. 
God could give us blessings apart from 
prayer, but he has been pleased to institute 
this order, T~ knock, seek, and ask! He 
Jove• this wrestliug busine,s,and to he put to 
terms. Take care of your reading the 
Scriptures; Jet it not be desultory, or ceai;;e 
to have the claim it ought; how often we 
would prefer a newspaper or 1·eadine; the 
Jetter of a friend; but, rernembei·, it is the 
living Word. Tr·y to get in that position 
with the Psalmist, when be said, " I will 

hear what God the Lord will speak." Your 
texts in order to profit must be spiritually 
assimilated and opened with unction from on 
hie:h. I would sugg·est that you carry a 
little book to note down any text laid on the 
mind, with such thoughts as suggest them
selves; it may not be required on the next 
time of speaking·, or the next; but an 
opportunity may occur when it will serve; 
pay attention to exercises of mind about 
texts. "Preach the Word." 

When I went to hear the late John Fore
man, his preachiug was blessed to my broken 
heart, and I received all he said with the 
greatest confideuce; but, as time went on, 
I had to lay all down, and take each part 
up, and test it for myself. Preach the Word 
in all its attributes. It is the Word of His 
grace, the Word of reconciliation, the Word 
of peace, the Word of sah•ation, &c. Study 
these attributes, for in them the case.• of the 
people are provided for. You are engaged in 
a secular calling; it has its temptations; 
you have to mix much witll the world. I 
hope you will be concerned to do tl,e work of 
an evangelist ; preach to every creature; 
talk to them as your fellow-men. There 
seems to be a difficulty in some as to the 
method of addres.sing the unconverted. I 
have never found a dilfirulty in speaking 
plainly to all men without departing from 
those views which we hold as the vital truths 
of the Gospel. 

I wish you great success; the Lord bless 
you and make you a blessing. Do not be 
discouraged at the apparent non-success of 
your labours. , 

I followed a man at Brighton who had 
laboured there for 29 years, and the effect of 
bLs work cropped up years after his _labours 
bad ceased. We have had great excitement 
of late, and numerous conversions, but we 
are sure of this, that if conversion takes 
place before re!!'eneration it is not worth 
much. BY A LONDON SPARROW. 

ILFORD DORC.\S SOCIETY.-
The annual meeting at Old Cbnpel, Tuesday, 
January 2nd. Tea was provided. Mr. 
Tompkins presided. Mr. Cook, <>f Bow, led 
our devotion. Mr. Allard, the secretary, 
read report. Mrs. Hints is superintendent. 
136 garments had been made, and £13 3s. 
had been subscribed; the sick were r,•lieved; 
the bags for poor women had been lent 
eighteen times; warm bln11kets had been 
rli,trihuted. More work had been done, and 
more money given tltis year than any pr11-
,,jous one. Mrs. Baker is the collector. 
The chairman called upon his o!tl friend, 
whom he had known rmd worked with pre
vious to either of them being called by grace, 
W. B,·ddow, whu •poke from the sentence, 
"Son, go work to-day in My vineyar,I." 
He •howed that work proceeded from life, 
which Ii e was given on the ground of the 
Saviour's e;1·eat and gigantic labour. Ad
dresses were given bv brethren De, byshire 
and Graham. Mr. Cook spoke of the re
port, and of the awful errors of the. Roman 
and Rituafi,;tic Chm·ches. Mr. Jackson and 
Mr. Allard encouraged the Sodety. 



A.ND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 63 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE. 
The watrr cnme down freely as I walked to 

the Sun,lny-school anniversary, January 17, 
1877. Nicely wetted, I sat down in Mr. 
Cornwell's neat chapel in the Russell-street, 
a centre, I think, between those two grand 
roads, the Brixton and the Clapham-where 
the harvest ofsoulsi• thick and mighty. Mr. 
Cornwell ought surely to have one thousand, 
at least. As a preacher, no one can lauj!'h at 
him. He is a student-a clever, Bihle
taught, and self-made man. He smiles 
kindly, behaves respectfully, and speaks 
intelligently-when, in his pulpit, he dis
courses on the deep thing.. of God. If his 
deacons-Meesrs. Fleet and McDonald-and 
other of his friends were to well work the 
neiµ-hhourhood, they might quickly require 
to fill up the. two side galleries. Alas! on 
my way, I passed through Ann-street, and 
looked sorrowfully at No. 9, where James 
Wells resided for several years. There I 
conversed with him when, in his prime, he 
swam miuisterinlly in the midst of the floating 
masses. "Ah," says Grand Mother Bradley, 
"they were glorious days with us Strict 
Baptists before Master Spargun came to 
Lunnun. Why I heard my John say' he 
put the extinguisher 11pon uull !'" No such 
thing ! We have now a l,ost of good preachers, 
chapels increasing, and people full of life and 
euergy. When I entered Brixton Tabernarle 
on Jan. 17, althou11;h the weather was bad, I 
fopnd a lar1re audience intently listening to 
John Hazelton, while he-with both mental 
and physical force-defended the doctrine of 
God's ~o•f pleasure that not one of th~ little 
ones should perish. Mrs. Cornwell, and her 
staff ot workers, served up a rich cup of tea. 
At public meeting, R. C. Bardens •poke 
beautifully; C. W, Banks wasdistin11;uishing 
between spiritual worshippers and idolaters, 
when the chairman TOSt, to stop him, because 
be had g-one over the time. R. A. Lawrenre, 
R. G. E,lwards, T. Stringer, and F. Wheeler 
all did their part well. The children delij!'hted 
us with their singing; and we left hoping 
that the debt on the schools would soon be 
swept away. 

PEC'KHAM.-DEAR M11. EDITOR,
Klndly Jl'rant a •pace in your monthly for 
the account of the death of Mr. Samuel 
Baker, whirh took place at Camberwell, on 
the 30th of D ·cemher, 1876. He was born 
in the county of Suffolk ; was early brought 
to know himself as a sinner; and wns led 
into the liberty of the Gospel and baptized by 
Mr, Elven, at the age of 22. He commenced 
preaching in various places in Suffolk, and 
eventually was chosen pastor of Chelmon
diston, where he lahoured succes.•fully for 
some time: but having lost his beloved wife 
by death, he was brought into irreat dark
nes•; and for three years he could not realise 
his interest in the Lord. Beinir brou1?ht to 
sit under the ministry of the late Jame• Wells, 
it pleased the Lord to bless the ministry to 
his soul ; and being once more delivered 
from bonds, felt desiron• again to be 
found proclaiming the Word. He sup
plied at Dorking, Sh-entham, and other 

place•; bot did not settle with any of theRe 
Churches. Having removed to Camherwell, 
was invited to supply the New Cross meeting, 
at the corner of Choumert-road, Rye-lane. 
Having been heard during- Decem her with 
great approval, he was furtl,er engag-ed for 
January. But how soon our hope• were 
blighted! He took a violent cold through 
getting wet, which broug-bt on fever and death. 
The writer .had the pleasure, with another 
brother, of witnessing his last moments. 
Having attended him all nij!'ht, he spoke 
most sweetly of the hope he had in a complex 
Christ; anti thus died our brother, wlto will 
be rememben<l through the Lord having 
blessed his testimony to them. Hi• re
mains were interred on January 3rd, at Toot
ing, by Mr. F. C. Holrlen (of Lewisham) 
and Mr. Stanbrock, accompanied hy friends 
from Peckham and Streatham. The funeral 
expenses are being subscribed by a few of his 
Peckham friends, who would he j!'lad if 
others would help who knew him ; if any 
more than needed for the same, it would be 
put for the benefit of his two children. 
P.O.O. to John Choat, Post office, High
street, Peckham. 

7, Marlborough-road, 
High-street, Peckham. 

COGGESHALL, ESSEX.-Death of Mr. 
Edmund Crosby, many years deacon of the 
Baptist Church, Coggeshall, E .. •x, at the 
g-ood old age of eighty-six, full of nays and 
full of the blessings of the Lord. Our dear 
brother Crosby came to hi• journey'• end to 
ent •r into that rest which God h•th prep11red 
for them He bath chosen in His dear Son, 
whom the Son redeemed by His precious 
blood, and whom the Spirit quickens at the 
appointed time. This our brother was called 
to know in very early life, and wa• con
strained by the love of God to follow his 
dear Redeemer in His appointed ways. He 
loved the truth, and was favoured to contend 
for it. He was not one tl,at was often npon 
the mount, but feared he was not one of the 
Lord's children. Many times I have heard 
him say, " I would, but cannot Jove! I 
want to feel Jesus loves me!" When 
asked, if ntver be had felt the love of God in 
his heart·/ he would say," Ye!II, mnny times, 
end I want it now. My feeling is tbis,-

u ~ None but Jesus 
Can do helpless sinners good.' 

Lord, help me! " His wav was a trying 
one. He had much to coniend with, both 
from within and without, yet he wa.• favoured 
to ca•t his care upon the God of hi• salvation, 
trusting alone in his Lord to help him on
ward to the rest remaioin11; for his people. 
On the 2nd of Mnrch, I enlled to see him; 
found him comfortable in mind, more so than 
ever I saw him before. He appeared to have 
no fenr a• to his interest in a precious Christ. 
He stood firm on the Rock, and enjo_ved 
sweet a<Surance that Christ was hi•. When 
PpPakinl!' of Him as able to savt, "Yes,': he 
said, "He hnth saved me with an everlastmg 
snlvation. I nm going home to be for •!er 
with Him, where no sin, nosol'row~ uonffi1c
tion, no deat!i can ever enter." That was 11 
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happy time. When I look back to the time, 
it brings a sweetness with it, to see a saint 
-of God so blessed within a few days of bis 
departure to the better land. The last evening 
he spent with the family was on the 7th of 
March, with a dear brother, who read and 
prayed, and read a sermon to him. His soul 
was blessed with the means. That evening 
he was favoured at the last to rejoic-.e in the 
God of bis ,;alvation. He returned to his 
chamber, and early in the morning be was 
taken worse, only spake a few words, sunk 
into a heavy sleep to speak no more here 
below. We may say of him, he came to his 
.grave like a shock of eorn fully ripe. May 
my end be like unto his, happy in the Lord, 
~ting only upon the finished work of the 
Redeemer.-A LITTLE ONE AT CHEl.111S
PORD. [We are pained to acknowledge this 
has been a long time delayed. We knew 
and loved this firm Christian for many 
years.-En.] 

THE HISTORY OF THE BAPTIST 
CA USES IN BODDICOTT AND 
BANBURY, OXON, 
(To stimulate our friends to help in raising 

up the walls of our Zion here and there, we 
here present the following chapter, which is 
the substance of Mr. Joseph Osborn's address 
when the memorial stones of Dash wood-road 
-chapel were laid in Ban bury last October.] 

The Church of God met in an inconvenient 
room in this village, till a substantial stone 
and slated building was erected, at a cost of 
£860, capable of accommodating between 
two and three hundred people, and eon
secrated to Divine worship in the year 1818, 
Mr. Shenstone, from London, and Mr. 
Holmes, from Wantage, officiating on that 
-occasion. This chapel bas a good gallery, 
a pew for deaf persons on a level with the 
pulpit. an excellent baptistery in front, with 
a small garden, and out-offices convenient. 

The first pastor of the newly-organised 
Church, wa~ a Mr. Herbert, who, in con
nection witb his ministerial duties, conducted 
a cla.ssical and commercial school. A 
scholar of his is one of the JJresen t trustees 
-of the chapel, and met with us on the 15th 
of October, at West-street. 

This cause flourished for several years, 
under suc~eeding pastorates and supplies, 
including Messrs. Hopgood, Fowler, Allen, 
&c., until, under the ministry of Mr. R. 
Radford (whose name shouM always be 
mentioned with re\'erence), a division took 
JJlace, which ultimated in the room called 
West-street ch~pel, Banbury, being fitted 
up for Mr. Radford and his friends, in the 
year 1829, and in which the privilege of a 
preached Gospel has been continued till this 
-day, and is now bearing fruit in the building 
of the new chapel in Dashwood-road, which 
you and I bad the honour of helping forward 
a few days ago. 

To return to Boddicott, which pulpit was 
then occupied by llfr. J. Bloodworth, an 
.able minister; and, after a time, as some of 
the pl'inripal hearers lived at Banbury,_it 
was determined to open a branch there 10 

-connection with the mother Church at 

Boddlcott. This being done, led to Mr. R. 
Austin building a commodious cbnpel at 
Banbury, opened for worship by Mr. J. 
Smith, of Cheltenham, in the yenr 1834. 

From this we may date the decline ol the 
-interest at Boddicott, as shortly the majority 
of the services were conducted at Banbury, 
and there was collected a good congregation, 
Church, and Sabbath school here. Mr. 
Bloodworth shortly resigned the pastorate, 
and went to Leicester. He was succeeded 
by Mr. Clarke, as permanent pastor, and for 
a time apparent prosperity existed; but 
being an amalgamation, there was a lack of 
Christian sympathy, which soon broke out 
into dissatisfaction. Another division follows, 
the seceders building the present Bridge
street Baptist chapel, opened for worship in 
the year 1841. 

Worship was still continued in connection 
with Boddicott (under Messrs. Galpine, 
Hewlitt, Lodge, Smith and others, with 
varying aspects), in Mr. Austin's chapel, at 
Banbury (singular, that should be adjoining 
our present Dasbwood-road site), which 
chapel, coming into the possession of Mr. 
Austin's son, it was soon sold as private 
propert~. 

The Church and congregation were now 
dispersed, the most part making their home 
with the West-street people, and may the 
Lord's bles.•ing attend them in their removal 
to Dashwood-road. 

The original good free chapel at Boddicott 
has sometimes been open, sometimes closed, 
A home missionary is now supplying it in 
the afternoon, ai;sisted by our friend, Mr. 
Kent, and others; the Almighty'• future 
purposes concerning it we know not. 

This is as ~uccinct a statement as Joseph 
Osborn can give according to your request. 

MR. T. J. MES~ER AND SOLEMN 
WORDS. 

The third half-yearly meeting of Excelsior 
Temperance Association, in York-street, 
Walworth, Monday, Dec. 18, 1876. G. 
Johnson, Esq., presided. The report showed 
81 pledges were taken during the six months, 
36 good working mem hers in society. The 
Band ol Hope is in excellent condition, and 
numbers about 160 children, Mr. Messer 
said he had worked for the cause nea,.Jy half 
a century; if he lived to be as old as Methu
selah, he hoped to continue in the good work. 
He spoke of the evil preventer!, and the posi
tive good accomplished. The wonderful 
energy thrown into the speech of our aj?ed 
friend, indicated that he was nothing like 
worn out yet, and that Iota! abstinence for 
50 years had done him no harm. Mr. R. G. 
Edwards gave a warm-hearted speech. Mr. 
Vale said he wa, one of a deputation which 
recently waited upon the hangman, nod 
learned from him that during his time he bad 
executed over600 persons; of these some had 
been ministers, members of Churches, &c.; 
but could not remember he heel ever once 
executed a teetotalle,·. Messrs, Cheshire and 
W. Beddow gave earnest words. Bl'ethren 
pray for us. Come and help us. .l\ieetings 
every Monday evening. 
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CAMBERWELL-We had the pleMure 
recently of vieiling the Grove, and were 
glad to find that the epot where, for many 
years, the late Joseph Irons laboured suc
ceBSfully in the Gospel, bad once more 
beeome a "house of br·ead" to~a large num
ber of the" household of faith." There iB 
a peculiar satisfaction in visiting a spot 
whel'e a genuine revival appeP.rs to have 
taken place, especially so when we know 
that it is by the proclamation of the free, 
full and sovereign grace of God. We can 
go back in recollection near a quarter of a 
century, when in our youth we have known 
it to be a privilege to obtain a seat at the 
" Grove ; " and we have also a very lively 
recollection of a visit during the latter 
period of the late pastor's labours, when a 
very different state existed. That was on a 
glorious •pring morning, the birds were 
sending forth their joyful notes, the noble 
trees lining each side of the Grove were just 
putting on their fresh and beautiful dreBS, 
the sun was shing forth with its welcome 
and genial warmth, and all outside was 
cheerful, bright and full of praise to their 
Maker. But how different was the aspect 
inside the " house of praye~ " on that 
morning; the pastor was down in heavy 
affliction, the chapel was nearly empty, and 
all appeared dull, lifeleBS and sorrowful. 
Well, we had the reverse of this on our 
recent visit, the second Sunday in January. 
As is well-known, both London and all the 
country bas for months past been subject to 
a continucus down-pour of rain ; floods 
have brought sorrow to thousands, and 
deep grief has filljld men's hearts. It wa1 
on one of these Sundays, we set our face for 
the Grove once more; but no bright sun, 
no birds warbled their merry song, no 
breaking forth of bud or leaf; all outwardly 
appeared dreary, dull, and cheerless. But 
on entering the spacious chapel, we were · 
agreeably surprised to find that already, 
although wanting some minutes to the time 
for commencing the service, a goodly num
ber were gathered, which gradually increased 
till the place was comfortably filled. Thus 
we had the two opposites: at our first visit 
all was b1·ight and cheerful outwardly, but 
dull, and cold, and lifele.;s inside; but on 
this second visit, dreariness reigned in the 
outer world; but in the house of God, life, 
light, joy and cheerfulness. The pastor 
1111cends the pulpit, and having read the 
hymn, the service was opened by the con
gregation rising and singing beautifully the 
opening song; the Word was read, prayer 
offered, and a glorious Gospel feast provided 
for the saints. It was with gratitude we 
saw the prosperity attending the work of 
Thomas Bradbury at the Grove; and also 
to witness the loving union existing be
tween pastor, deacons, Church and con
gregation. The Lord appears to he bleBSing 
the labours of His servant he,·e to the 
edification and comforting of His people; 
and to the in!l'athering of the redeemed. 
At the close ol the service, we wel'e sorry 
to learn from Mr. Bradbury that his health 
was not ao well established 88 could be 

desired, and that he found it neceeeary to
take a short relaxation from hie labours. 
Very kindly the pastor and deacons made a 
collection on thl.!I occasion in aid of the 
Protestant Blind Pension Society, when 
some .£24 were the result. We understand 
thRt it iB proposed to revive the Grooe 
Chapel Pulpit, to be iBSued weekly, con
taining sermons by Mr. Bradbury, 

MR. THOS.STRINGER"S ANNUAL ADDRESS 
TO HIS FRIEND, R. M. FANCOURT, ESQ. 

JANUARY 1ST, 1877. 

Dear friend, another year we·re spared1 

What, for us, is in this prepared. 
Each day will bring to view. 

Though troubles may oppress us sore. 
Of thiR one thing we still are qnre, 

We shall get safely through. 
On every side the world's in arms; 
At home, abroad, we hear alarms, 

And mighty foes arise. 
But what of that, if on our side 
The God of peace doth still abide, 

We shall the whole despise. 
We'll welcome all their spite and rage. 
In strength divine we will engage, 

To boldly face the foe; 
The infidel a.nd scarlet beast, 
The bishop, card'nal, Pope and priest, 

Await their overthrow. 
You cannot stay much longer here: 
I trust for heaven your prospect's clear: 
Your mansion. harp, and crown in view, 
Reserved on high a.waiting you. 
0 what a fleeting life is this ! 
No solid joys, nor lasting peace, 
But thorns, and briers, and carping cs.res 
Attend us in this vale of tears. 
'Tis all vexation. pain and grief, 
The hea.rt sometimes all unbelief: 
A world brim full of sin and woe: 
This we all witness here below. 
You soon must bid farewell 

To this vile world below; 
With Jesus Christ to dwell, 

,vhere peace and pleasures flow : 
Your harp to sound, your palms to bear~ 
And wear your crowns of glory there. 
'There raptures o.11 divine 

Shall charm the ru.nsow'd soul, 
In holiness to shine 

Wbil" endless ages roll. 
To be like Christ, o.nd seek His face, 
And swell the song of so'\"c1·eign grace. 
Iu joyful hope of this 

May you prepared stand, 
Till call'cl to end.less bliss, 

In that triumphant land: 
Where saints shall shine in bright 0,1Tt1,y. 

No night, but one eternal day. 
How mean this world appears, 

Compared with that above: ,v e fain could wish our fleeting years 
Would ijtill more swifter move. 

Since millions yearly die. 
.And pass the bomulry line; 

The solemn moment must be nigh 
To call us out of time. 

Thou vast eternity! 
We soon shall reach thy shore ; 

But 0, the thought, "'\\"here srutll web('. 
And that for e,·ermore '! '' 

I hope you all are blest with bealtb, 
If not with earthly pomp and Wetl.lth: 
The graco that in you live::1 and reigns, 
Will lo.ncl you in those blissful plains. 
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As time rolls on, a.nd strength deoa.ys, 
We bear o. voice, and thus it e&ys, 

the five deacons respectively had n few wordl 
to say re.•pecting the unanimity of feeling 
between them, and their encouraging position 
and pro~pects as a people; and the meeting, 
which wa• a protracted and n happy one, was 
closed with prayer by our brother Harris •. 

0 This tabernacle soon must fa.11 ! 
·wa.tch. wait, expect your Father"s call.,, 

The longest life while here below 
Is a.s a tale that.'s told; 

Sad ece.nes of sorrow, grief and woe, 
We constantly behold. MR. R. A. LAWRENCE ON "THE 

For earthly riches thousa.nds crave, "ABBATH,. AND THE NATIVITY 
And hoard their glittering ore; " 

Contented not with what they ha.ve, OF OUR MOTHER. 
But pa.nting still for more. [ We reserve " The Sabbath " for another 

We em-y not their pa.nting mind, number.-En.] 
Nor wa.nt their mammon god; With regard to my kind critic, J. D., of 

They soon must leave it all behind, Clapham, he states that the woman was 
And lay ben":"th the sod. "created" before the Sabbath. Well, I 

The Lord i;,e with, and bless thee, too, agree with him only I still maintain 
And daily m thee strength renew; I , 'h 
Abundantly may you be blest, t 1at 1t was IN t e man, and not apart 
Till'call'd to your eternal rest! from h_im, that she the!) existed; and I think 

With Christian love to Mr. and Miss Fancourt, Genes1S v. 2, beara this out, for" God called 
by Thomas Stringer. THEIR name Adam in the day (sixth da:,-) 

-- when they were created." 
CAMBRIDGE.-EDEN CHAPEL, On I But the woman was not BUILDED (mar

our annual gatherin~ at the commencement gin, chapter ii. 22), until alter God had put 
of the new year, a very pleasing testimony the man in the garden to till it until after God 
was aff'orrled, of the unanimity and love of had given him the command I, not to eat of 
the people towards each other, nnd of their the tree," and until after Adam bad slept his 
mutual love and esteem for their pastor. The deep sleep. Now, when the womnn was 
tea meeting, held in the schoolroom on brought to Adam, he called her·• Isha" be
Thursday evening, the 4th instant, was cause she wa.• taken out ol" Ish; "antl'ifshe 
numerously attended; and the public meet- was taken out of " lsh," she must have 
inir held directly afterwards, was a pleasing been in "lsh." But God called THEIR 
and successful one. It was opened by singing name Adam in the day (i.e., the sixth day) 
and prayer, witb an address from the pastor, when they were created. On the seventh 
in which he first'took a cursory survey of the day Jehovah rested. God evidently approved 
Lord's dealings with himself, in givinir him of the name woman given by Adam to his 
needful help and strength to bring through wife, and so it mny be safely affirmed that 
the press bis " Forty Years' Reminiscences in " He called her name woman in the day that 
England and Australia; " he had received Abe was builtkd," though " He called her 
many testimonies that the Lord had blessed name Adam in the day she was created." She 
the work in different parts of this country, got her lile in Adam, her dignity in 
and in the colonies; it was a work ol much Adam, even before she had a separate exist
labour, and it had been done without curtail- ence apart from him. The Hebl'eW word 
ing his ministerial labours; as during the rendered " builded," in the margin of 
year be had preached 205 sermons, besides Genesis ii. 22, is ( I am told) translated in the 
other onerous and sometimes painlul duties. Septuagint by a Greek verb, of which verb 
He spoke of his visits amongst the sister the original for " built•' onrl " builded" in 
Churches, which have during the yP.ar been Ephe•ians ii. 22, are only iuflexions. So that 
numerous, al"duous, and sometimes self- in "God's llook (Gen. i. last few verses), 
sacrificing; and from bis own experience, all the members" of A1tam's bl'irle were 
be detailed to us the poverty in which he " written, which in conrinuanre were fash
found some of them ; to these he had not ioned, when as yet there wns none ol them." 
only been made a spiritual blessing, but a And God's eyes did see her substance, yet 
pecuniary bles•i~g. Afte~ speakinf!' of the being un-pel'fect (not im-perfect). And 
encouragement 1t gave him, he bemg thus God blessed them, and spake unto tht11n, 
surrounded by his friends at the commence- thoul!'h He called their name Adam in the 
ment of another year, he said it was with a day when they were created. So He blessed. 
heart full of gratitude he could "thank God them (i.e., Hi• people) in lhe Ilead, Christ 
and take courage." Brother Deeks (whose Jesus, befol'e they had n separate heing in 
praise is in the Cliurches, especially th_ose the earll_,, nr!rl bPlore the deep sleep frll upon 
surrounding Cambridge) had a very pleasmg onr Antityp1cal Adnm nt Calvary, aud belore 
dutv to perfol'm on behalf of' the Church and the :Sabbath's anti type wa.• brought in by 
congregarion: i_t was to pl'esent th~ pasto_r, th_e completeness of redemptiou'• work. 
Mr. McCure with some proof of their love m Literally there would not have been much 
a tiln~iule lor:-0. consisting of a silver-plated time for Adam's tillol(e aml Adam's deep 
teapot, suj!'nr baRin, and ewer; upon which sleep, it man was crented on the sixth 
was insc.-ibed, "Presented to Mr. J. B. da,v, and Jehovah rested on the seventh. 
M,·Cul'e bv Mr. C. E. Deeks, as a mar·k of I believe fully thnt my frieud J. D., who
affection, irom the Church and conj!'t·egation ever he mny he, de,il'es in whnt h,. has writ
worshippinir at Eden ebapel, Camhl'idge, ten to extol thnt Jesus whom I Jove; nod I 
Jauuarv 4th 1877," to whi,·h wa• added a •ineer..J~· thunk him lol' hi• hrotllf'rl_v wny of 
baud.,oine pu',.,e containing £10 !0s. Aft.er fl'ying to elicit. t.mth. And believing it is 
a •uitable ,·eply from Mr. McCure, each of the truth he wants to elicit, and not merely 
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to support hia own particular Tne!DII ( 811 
such), I would simply ask Jour readers to 
toke our re•pective notes, and with prayer 
and open Bibles in their hands, to seek to 
know for themselve~, end if their verdict 
goea RJ!'Binst me, even so let it be. 

Very sincerely yours, R. A. LAWRE!HlE, 
P.S.-1 ou11:h, to correct one error in my 

sermon, The word " Parascene," ell through 
should have been "Parasceue," This was 
my blunder. 

NEW YEAR'S MElffINGS (From our 
Reporter's loug notes).-Eleventh anniver
sary of commencement of Stdct Baptist 
Church, now in tlilver-street, Kensinirton
plecP, clo•e to Notting-hill-11;ete railway 
station, was signalized by sermons given with 
affectionate freedom by brethren Thomas 
Steed, R. G. Edwards (the pastor), and W. 
Carpenter. J. Bonny, E•q., presided over 
pu hlic assembly in evening of January 2, 
1877, and Christian exhortations from e plat
form of'sound brethren followed. We noliced 
John Fell (who spoke fhst unto the Lord), 
T. J. Me~ser, W, Adams, Preston Davies, 
W, Carpenter, H. Myerson, C. W. Banks, 
T. Steed, and others. Peace and stead.v 
prosperity attend this cause. Pastor Edwards 
has around him a band of godly men as 
deacons and members, wbo have been in the 
furnace ; throuAh flood• and flames they 
have followed the Lol'd-with a prospective 
hope of being found in the wealthy plare. 
Same evening, after a sermon by J. Hunt,of 
Norbiton, in Zion, Matilda-street, Old 
Bethnal Green-road, brolher Branch a11d 
friend• held their annual commemorative ser
vices. Gospel discourses were given in brief 
by brethren Joiner, Hunt, George Reyoolrls, 
C. W. Bank.•, and Matthew Branch. We 
wish, if it were the Lord's will, our sincerelv 
esteemed neighbour, Mr. Branch, had a new 
chapel. He is evidently one of those dispi
ples beloved end honoured of Jesus. 

WOLLASTON, NORTHAMPTON
SHI RE.-Our Christmas eve, Sunday, Dec. 
24, 1876, was a ple11sant ve1·i6r.ation of the 
desert blossoming as the rose. I do not mean 
that Zion chapel at Wollaston is a desert. 
No, no. Our venerable brother Knighton 
has been largely favoured; but we had special 
seasons on the Sunday referred to; and, for 
the glory of our Lord, it should be recorded, 
that in England there are spots where" HE 
does ,•ome down, like rain u~on the mown 
grnss." It was so with u•. ::;now was deep 
on the ground. But hy 10.30 in the morn
ing, our chapel was filled; anti up rnme those 
!<lo brother•, Frederick and Joseph Fountain. 
Fredel'ick gave u• three Gosp,•1-flowing dis
co111·s,s; Jo,pph addres.•ed ou1· Sunday-school 
1ml, an<I Ja,ses in a sweet, truthful spil'it. Our 
choir stirred our hearts to the deepest; con
grr1.p1tions were devout in the worship; anrl 
we slrnll remember the day with grateful 
plen,11re. Ailhuugh brother Kui~·hton i• 8~, 
and 1·ipe for glory, he irnve us II hearty wel
com••. Our L,ll'lt will hle,s him and the Wol
leston cause; so believeth 

A V!LLAUE MISSIONARY, 

NEW BROMPTON, KENT.-A few 
friends in connection wilh the Eoon Church 
Chatham, have long desired to establish a 
New Testament Baptist Churrh, in the ex
tensively populated district of New Bromp
too, in the large parish of Gillingham, with 
its 20,000 people, and not one Baptist cause 
nearer than Chatham. We hope the Lord, 
in His Providence, directed brother J abez 
Price, to obtain the Workman's hall, where
in to have the Gospel preached. On Sunday, 
January 14, 1877, the said hall was opened. 
C. W. Banks was enabled to !rive us three 
sermons out of the Bible-out of his heart
and, we trust, in accordance with the faith 
and experiPnce of all God's Jiving family. 
Large numbers a..-sembled at each service; 
brethren Norton, Price, and Rayner, of 
Halling, assisted. 0 Lord, help us! 

WOOBURN, BUCKS. - Mrs. Eliza 
Dolley, of Wooburn, died January 8, 1877, 
age seventy-eight. We may add, for about 
filly-six years, she was a quiet, consistent, and 
faithful follower of the Lord; and He did not 
forsake her in passing away. At her request, 
her funeral sermon was preached at Woo
burn-green, on the 21st inst. Of her life and 
experience, we hope to iri ve a few notes, es so 
many knew and esteemed her. 

CHATHAM.-ENON, New Year's tea 
meetinj? was held Monday, January 1, 1877. 
We were favoured with the company of 
brethren C. W. Banks and J. Bonny, of 
London, and W. Peploe, of Sidcup, who ad
dressed us in the name of the Lord, on those 
things which are savingly known and ex
perienced by all who are taught ot God, 
reviewing the distinguishing mercies of the 
Lord in time past, and the blessedness of 
those who are re•tiog on that firm foundation 
which God ha• laid in Zion. 

u Now through another yea.r, 
Supported by His care, 

We raise our Ebenezer here, 
The Lord bath help'd thus far." 

DOWNE, KENT.-BAPTIST CHAPEL. 
-After the usual sen•ice on Lord's-day 
evening, Drc. 24, Mr. Town, the deacon, on 
behnlt ot the Church and congregation, pre
sented their minister, Mr. Ja mes Clinch, 
with a purse.containing £10 153. 6d .. with 
a few kind and earnest words expressive ot 
their esteem and sympathy with him in 
bis rontinued family affliction, thus giving 
a prnrtical proof ol their adherence to the 
apostolic exhortation, "Bear ye one another's 
burdens." Yours truly, J. CLINCH. 

PADDINGTON.-"Whatis the matter?" 
It is n m\'<tery we cannot make plain. The 
annh-ers,iry "8. L. F." refers to was many 
years sinre. The sermons were by T:vdeman, 
C. W. Bank•, and W. Allen. Why, of 
Blarkmore we never heard after; with its 
i-.11h~1·quent ,mwements, we leave. It is 
call,rl " BIH,•kmore Green." Its mem
lwrship has never been but few. Why are 
mnnv of our Churches ~o ~mall? Churches 
plnnie,1 lor ~<•<n-Ps of years never rise to eny 
degree of usefulness. 
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KING'S CROSS.-Special , services at 
Ca\edonian-road, Tue.'!day, December 26. 
In the afternoon we bad an excellent dis
coun;e by Mr. Davis, of Woodbrid~ chapel. 
A company of friends took tea. At public 
meeting, Mr. Beazley presided, and betwen 
the speeches gave suitable and suirgestive 
thoughts. Good Benjamin Woodrow prayed. 
Mr. White, the pastor, told us the chapel 
bad been built by faith, and was to be paid 
for by works. The Lord is blessing the 
Word. It cost £153, of which we owe 
£125 lOs. Mr. Oakey then spoke on the 
words, " Glory be to God in the highest." 
Mr. Beddow on "A Brother born for ad
versity." Mr. Boulton on " The blood of 
Jesus." C. W. Banks on "We are to the 
mari;n come." Mr. Sack gave us his own 
experience. £6 collected. At the watch
night service, Mr. Perrett read John xvi. 
Brethren Beddow, Debnam, Rogers, and 
Martin eniraged in prayer. Mr. White gave 
a solemn addre.os. After silent prayer and a 
hymn, the sen•ice closed. W. B. 

BOROUGH. - "A Weary Pilin-im" 
looked into Trinity chapel to hear if the Lord 
would speak through brother Backett. 
Pilj!"rim says, " He is a man of mind ; bad 
evidently studied his subject-' And Noah 
builded an ark.' To meit appeareu original." 
" Pilgrim " may be sure ot tbis. Friend 
Hackett is no rocket, no steam-engine, no 
fiery-meteor. He is a careful ploughman, 
sowing good seed quietly. Let us all pray 
for him, that he may be like James v. 7, 
" Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the 
precious fruit of the earth ; and bath long 
patience for it, until he receive the early and 
latter rain." 

SURREY TABERNACLE. - DEAR 
Sr a,-1 feel grieved to think that a servant 
ot our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ goes 
forth to be an under-shepherd to other 
Churches, from the Surrey Tabernacle, and 
we seem to be as far off as ever. Mr. Mead 
is a truth-loving man. He preaches "the 
truth." I love him as a servant of God. 
For five years I have enjoyed what he says 
at the Lord's table, and in the vestry, and at 
praver-meetings. I was in hopes we should 
hav·e had him. I am grieved at having no 
pastor. The Lord is often sought for to send 
us a pastor. I think we should be very 
careful whoever comes. Everybody won't 
be satisfied. I should be thankful to have 
Mr. Mead.-One that loves the house of 
God, and longs to see prosperity. 

WALTHAMSTOW.-January 1, New 
Year's meeting at Zion Baptist chapel, 
Maynard-road. Mr. Pledger, the deac~o, 
presided. Mr. Beddow prayed. The chair
man sweetly endorsed the speeches. Mr. 
B Brown di!ated soundly on the " Mercy 
ot 0 God." Mr. Beddowonthewords,"This 
vear thou shalt die." Mr. !Smith, anothe1· 
deacon, expressed good thoughts on the last 
verse of Psalm c. Mr. H. Stanley was elo
quent on "Christ the Way of Peace and 
Plenty." It was a good meeting. 

LEWISHAM.-C0LLIIGII PARK.-The 
w01·k of the Lord is prospering in this place; 
the Church is in~reasiog in numbers; con
gregations generally good. On Thursday, 
Dec. 21st, after the usual evening service, 
the pastor, F. C. Holden, was presented with 
a purse containing £20, which had been col
lected amongst the friends, as a token of their 
love to him and appreciation of his labours 
amongst them. On Tuesday, January 2nd, 
our brother Northover !(&Ve a tea to the 
members of the Church, nearly all of whom 
were present. A spiritually profitable even
ing was spent ; peace and concord reigned ; 
and earnest prayers ascended to our covenant 
God that His blessin1t may be continued 
throughout the year '77-not only upon us, 
but upon Zion at large. Brother Northover 
on this occasion presented the pastor with a 
beautiful English vel"!lion of Bagater'a Poly
glot Bible. Yours, in hope of eternal life, 

F. C. HOLDEN. 

WALTHAM ABBEY.-EBENEZER. A 
midnight service was held in this house of 
God. Tbe attendance was better than ever.· 
Mr. W. Winters (the pastor) spoke on 
"Mizpah" (Gen. xxxi. 49). The Lord was 
present to bless the Word ; peace and joy 
was realised. Several friends seem to be 
moving toward the New Testament 
ordinance of baptism. May God give them 
willing hearts to be obedient to His Divine 
command, and not confer with :flesh and 
blood (Luke i. 6; Matt. xxviii. 19; 1 Peter 
iii. 21 ; Acts x. 47). One who desires to be 
in God's sight and before men, 

SEMPER FIDELIS. 

TWO W ATERS.-Salem friends enjoyed 
New Year's service on Jan. 1, 1877. Brother 
George Burrell, of Watford, preached; "the 
Bread of Life" was dispen~d, and souls were 
fed'. "What can we do," asketh "Anti
cus " " to revive our Churches?" [ When the 
Lord shall pour upon us the Spirit of Life 
and of holy love; when a quickenin!( and 
heart-piercing power shall attend the Word 
preached, then shall there be a heaven-born 
revival.] 

TO N B R I D G E.-Several years since, 
we found in Stafforshire a clever Ind, 
called Little Johnny Turner. His heart was 
set on the ministry. We instrumentally gave 
him a start; but he saw the sunny side was 
the most comfortable. He hos been some 
years successful in bis line at Tonbridge. 
He is now leaving that sphere ; we know 
not why, for bis people wish him to stay. 

CROYDON.-Correspondents soy, Mr. 
Thurston's new chapel has been paid for
free of all debt. That work has been cw·ried 
out manfully. He bas his friends. He 
preaches the Gospel, and blessings flow 
therefrom. Mr. Covell has nea1·ly all the 
people who steadfastly hold the truth. He is 
remarkably favoured. At Tamworth-road 
we are praying for a m1111 ill whom the 
Spirit of God is.: I 



Jis 
SERMON PREACHED BY MR. HAND, SUNDAY EVENING, AUG. 6, 1876. 

( The last oj tlte opening strmons oj Newbold chapel, Rochdale.) 

"His Name shall endure for ever: His Name shall be continued as long as the sun: 
and men shall be blessed in Him: all nations shall call Him blessed."-Psa. lxxii. 

THE last verse of this Psalm from whence we have read our text, 
reaqs thus: "The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended;" 

so that methinks we may safely arrive at this couclusion, that Jesse's 
son, the ruddy youth who tended the sheep, was anointed by the prophet 
Samuel (1 Sam. xvi.), attended npon Saul in his wars, and was by the 
Lord elevated to the throne as king, to sway the 11ceptre over national 

-Israel, is now near the end of his mortal day, about to lay down an 
earthly crown to resume an heavenly one. He pours forth tho~e soul
utterances presented to us in the first verse of this Psalm, " Give the 
king Thy judgments (or wisdom and prudence to discern right from 
wrong), 0 God, and Thy righteousness unto the king's son" (see 1 
Kings i.). Though the Psalm is dedicated to Solomon, we must in strict 
truth say, a greater than Solomon is personified throughout this Psalm 
(see Luke xi. 31). Upon the words read for a text we offer the following 
paraphrase ere we enter more fully upon it. "His Name shall exist for 
ever; He that will be a Son shall be His N !lme before the face of the sun 
(through all nature, which the sun enlightens); and all nations shall be 
blessed in Him, and shall call Him blessed." It. is difficult to convey 
the full idea of this assumed name. It is a collective word, or noun of 
multitude, including the issue or progeny, as seed does the trunk and 
branches of a tree. Admirably it expresses the inclusion of the redeemed 
in Christ, as their great living head or seed, their derivation from and 
entire dependence upon Him (Ambrose Serie). The text says, "His 
Name shall be continued as long as the sun." I conceive these words 
to be the utterances of the Father of mercies relative to the Son, in 
whom He bath blest the Church with all spiritual blessings (Eph. i. 3). 
The determinate will of God, as expressed in our text, appears to me to 
unfold itself thus: As long as the material sun in yonder firmament 
enlightens this dark earth, so shall the glorious GQspel exhibit Christ; 
and by the Spirit's power shall the Sun of Righteousness, who is none 
other than Jesus Christ, become the life and the light of all those who 
are thus brought to believe in Him (2 Cor. iv. 6). God's foreknowledge 
of His people (in Scripture called His sheep) is a secret wrapt up in His 
infinite self (2 Tim. ii. 19 J; but when calls effectual reach them they 
are then made manifest to the world; ah, and the world hateth them; 
they were blest in Him, and are now manifestly blest by Him (John 
xvii. 14, 15). Thus it is the words of our text are verified," Men shall 
be b\est in Him;" the sinner born of God, all who are taught of God, 
they who have felt the sorrows of death compass them, the pains of hell 
to get hold upon them; they who know that by the deeds of the law no 

VOL. XXXIII.-MARCH, 1877. F 
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flesh can be justified; they who have felt the damning power of sin in its 
venemous, burning, withering effects, t1.l1 such, like Abraham, the father 
of t,he faithful, will with Him see, fe~l, and glory in the substitutional 
work of the Lamb of God, and heartily ascribe salvation to the Lord 
alone, and sweetly chime in with the apostle's declaration, where he 
exultingly says," In whom we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace'' (Epb. i. 7). 
Again, "The Name of the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous runneth 
into it and is safe;" in Him they find a righteousness that as far super
sedes that of the Scribes and Pharisees as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, or as light transcends darkness; and when, like another Ruth, 
the humble suppliant's petition is, " I pray Thee spread Thy skirt over 
me," and hears the gracious words drop from the lips of their spiritual 
Boaz, who becomes their Strength and Righteousness, in accents sweet 
as steeped in the balm of Gilead," Now, when I passed by thee and 
looked upon thee, behold thy time was the time of love, and I spread my 
skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness ; yea, I sware unto thee, and 
entered into a covenant with thee, saitb the Lord God, and thou becamest 
Mine" (Ezek. xvi. 8). These are they who understand the mJstical 
utterances of the apostle that saith, "Wherefore, my brethren, ye also 
are become dead to the law by the body of Christ, that ye should be 
married to another, even to Him who is raised from the dead, that ye 
shonld bring forth fruit unto God" (Rom. vii. 4). These soul-saving 
experimental truths are to a great extent, in the present age, exploded; 
and those who teach, and they that believe them, are by some considered 
visionary enthusiasts, and afflicted with an intellectual abberration. As 
it was in the days when Christ was upon earth, so will it be unLil the 
ponderous wheel of time throws off its last circling period; but" wisdom 
is justified of her children" (Matt. xi. 16-19). "Men shall be blest in 
Him." 

A few words in conclusion. " All nations shall call Him blessed." 
The eighth verse of this Psalm, as applying to Solomon, is to be under
stood in a restrictive sense (so we believe); his dominion from sea to 
sea, as writers observe, probably means from the Red Sea to the Mediter
ranean, from the river unto the ends of the earth; or, putting it in other 
words, from the river Euphrates to the shores of the Mediterranean. 
Great and illustrious though he was, as Israel's king, and 
extensive his dominion, he manifested the frailties of human nature, and 
all his pageantry (as to himself) was girthed around wjth the narrow 
belt of time. But Christ's dominion is an everlasting dominion, and 
His kingdom that which shall never be destroyed (Dan. vii. 14). We 
read in Scripture that "all nations shall be gathered before Him" (Matt. 
xxv. 32). Now this paragraph that follows the verse quoted is too plain 
to be wrested; therefore, the all nations, referred to in the text must be 
explained by other Scriptures. "And I say unto you, that many shall 
come from the East and West, and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. viii. 11). Universality 
the Word of God tear.heth NOT; we have no desire to monnt up into the 
airy regions of speculation as to what the Lord of heaven and .earth 
could do; we are to confine ourselves · to the Scriptures of truth; in 
them He has informed us what He will do, and bids His servants cry 
aloud, " Say ye to the righteous, It shall be well with him, for they shall 
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eat the fruit of their doings. Woe unto the wicked, it shall be ill with 
him, for the reward of his hands shall be given him'' (Isa. iii. 10, 11). 
May the Lord of His infinite mercy avert this last dread sentence from 
falling upon any one individual in this assembly; and may t.hat grace 
be given us to seek the Lord while He may be found, and that willing 
spirit imparted to call upon Him while He is near! May you be of 
those who knock at mercy's door, of those that seek and, in so doing, 
find the Saviour ! for He bath said for our encouragement, "And it 
shall come to pass that who1mever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved'' (Acts ii. 21). May it be mine and your 
unspeakable felicity to be found amongst those that shall have been 
gathered out of all nations, clad in spotless robes of white, waving 
palms of victory, and crying with a loud voice, "Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb" (Rev. vii. 
9, 10). May He command His blessing I Amen, 

THE EMPTY SEPULCHRE-THE MISTAKE-AND 
THE ANGELS. 

(Continued from page 46.) 

LAST month my little scrap closed with a proposition to " Come and 
see the place where the Lord lay." Only a little ray of light can 

I now and then obtain, and of course this little ray of light is only seen 
when I am in the dark. I often wonder how some men can preach on 
so long as they do, and pray such very long prayers. I say to myself 
they must be good, and greatly gifted indeed. Yes! one would wish 
to think that in them is fulfilled that rich promise, or sacred prophecy 
of the blessed SAVIOUR, where (in John vii. 38) He said, "He that 
believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living waters." They pour out preaching, praying, talking at 
such length ! Only to me, instead of being like rivPJrs flowing in gentle 
and refreshing streams, their prayers seem like braying at the Almighty, 
and their preaching is like flinging stones at your head, instead of pour
ing little sweet streams of life and love into your heart. " The fault 
may be all in me," as some of the murmure;rs at ministers often say. 
But I think I know the difference between "sounding brass," and the 
pouring forth of the SPIRIT in soul-enlivening streams. I have thought 
I never shall forget Mr. Jones; the other day when talking to me-not 
being able at the moment to express himself to his own satisfaction, Iw 
said, 

" Dear me, I cannot say what I meant to say ; my affliction causeth 
the blood to flow to my tongue instead of flowing to my brain!" 

There lies the secret of so much tongue-rattle, where neither sense 
nor intelligence can be discovered. Ah 1 proud parsons 1 with a little 
memory, and plenty of mouth, you drive a great trade, while some little 
souls, whose thoughts spring up in multitudes, can scarcely express one 
in a hundred. The other morning, Amos viii. 9 filled up my small 
soul with so many streams of thought that it appeared quite certain 
that text would last me all the day. 

By the ancient herdman of Tekoa, the Lord directed the attention of 
the Church, to 
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THE Two GREATEST DAYS THIS WORLD WILL EVER SEE I 

The first was in the centre of Time, when the cruel ones nailed JESUS 
to the cross, and hung HIM: up between the heavens and the earth. 
Then, the first part of Amos's prophecy was fulfilled, 

"I will cause the sun to go down at noon." 
The second will be at the end of Time, when it shall be as the LORD 

GOD saith, 
"I will darken the earth in THE CLEAR DAY." 

Since the fall came in, in the highest and most perfect sense, 

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A CLEAR DAY YET; 

But when the SON OF GOD shall come .the second time without sin unto 
salvation, then HE will bring "THE CLEAR DAY" with Him. 
And what a CLEAR DAY will that be, to be sure! Oh I believer in the 
glorious CHRI:-;T of God, the consideration of that "CLEAR DAY," as 
variously and eloquently described by the HOLY GHOST, is worthy 
of your most prayerful consideration, while it may be affirmed that 
the consummation of that clear day of celestial brightness and beauty 
which will close up this Old Time's existence, will be a period of such 
supernatural excellence and glory, that no finite mind can now its 
smallest wonders half declare. I do wish to write a little chapter on 
that clear day promised to the saints-when, upon the reprobate sons 
of earth, a cloud of horrible darkcess will come, which will- sink them 
in that " outer" abyss, where JESUS so distinctly said, " There shall be 
weeping and GNASHING of teeth." 

Here I will only notice that the character of "THE CLEAR DAY" 
is set out in Scripture under a four-fold division,-

1. There were in olden times typical shadows and prospective 
promises of it. 

2. There was an essential preparation for it. 
3. There are experimental foretastes of it. 
4. There will be the glorious consummation of it. 
No wise watchman in this moon-light dispensation would be bold 

enough to say we are in the CLEAR DAY now! Nay, nay I And yet 
Light Pink sets himself up so pre-eminently wise, that he thrashes his 
neighbour most unmercifully. Jehu-like, he rides rough-shod over every 
one who bows not down at his shrine. And Bnght Yellow, after a pain
ful struggle, throws down his gauntlet, dreadfully dismayed. Men have 
been knocking their heads together fearfully, of late. But they only 
make the wounded spirits grieve, who long to behold the King in His 
beauty, and to be assured they shall dwell in the land which now seems 
so very far off. 

· Full with thoughts on these magnificent events connected with the 
clear dav I started for the sanctuary, fully believing the subject would 
occupy ir{e the whole day. Illness in some, bad weather, people coming 
in late-a variety of things so shrivelled up my thoughts, that in less 
than one hour I had said all I could say, and all I said appeared 
mangled and spoiled. In the evening of that day it was quite the 
reverse. Come, then, to 

"THE PLACE WHERE THE LORD LAY." 

It may be difficult to get there. 
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One Monday evening (Jan 29, '77) after driving the P,en all day, just 
as we were moving off for our prayer-meeting, in steps young Mr. 
Joseph Wortley. He is a full-grown and well-formed man now. We 
talked of some of the best things, also of some singular representatives 
of the Gospel in the shape of Christians. I was glad to find Joseph was 
still preaching the Way of Life. If we bad him in London, be would 
find plenty of work ; but Providence has fixed him for the present in a 
far-off provincial town. At the chapel door we parted. I may never 
see him more ! Well, as we sat in the prayer-meeting, with a melancholy 
spirit, those inexplicable words came rolling over my heart with painful 
wonderment : 

"My Gon ! My Gon, why hast THOU forsaken ME?" 
How much my soul did sympathise with the Saviour. "Forsaken of 
God!" for the moment I felt I was. My mind was absorbed in the 
question-" WHY hast Thou forsaken Me?" No enlightened sinner 
need long to ask of God, " Why" He had forsaken him ?-his own con
science, the remembrance of past transgressions, the little real fellow
ship he has with CHRIST, the many heart-wanderings, and soul-sinkings 
will so condemn the needy soul, that it will conclude God has forsaken 
him, because he is a sinner, and nothing but a sinner. But in the c11se 
of our perfectly-pure, our transcendently-pious, our eternally-devoted 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, HE might well cry," WHY hast THOU forsaken 
ME?" 

Nevertheless, when the thought of His substitutionary Snretyship 
condition crossed my mind, questions arose in rapid succession like these: 
"Did HE not know HE should be forsaken ? Had HE sunk lower than 
He expected ? Or, was He bereft of all recollection of the covenant He 
had entered into? Was He now so totally sunken into abstract dark
ness that He could realise nothing but His soul being poured out even 
unto death? .Had He now, for the time being, no judgment in the 
matter-no recollection of His Church-no abiding conviction of the 
tremendous debt He had bound Himself to pay? Under what special 
influence was the suffering Immanuel when He pressed up that bitter 
cry, "WHY hast THOU forsaken ME ? '' 

Was it not the two-fold voice of H;is complex Person? 
As the SoN of Gon, His Divine nature claimed His oneness with the 

ALMIGHTY FATHER, saying, "My God ! My God ! '' while His 
human nature, being sensibly and awfully left in the horrors of death, 
cries, "WHY hast Thon forsaken Me ? " 

While buried in this deep mystery, our brother Thomas .Austin 
commenced reading a part of Luke xxiv.; and as he so sedately read "the 
journey to Emmaus," my soul was lifted up in sweet freedom, and across 
my spirit rolled, with holy delight, the first lines of that soul-~peaking 
hymn, 

"Talk with us, LORD, Thyself reveal." 

The sense of being forsaken had fled; I said, I am exactly like those 
two going to Emmaus ; how clear I saw my condition of soul in those 
two travellers. Believer, if thou art a wearied and almost worn-down 
one, look at the picture which the Holy Ghost has drawn of those two 
dispirited ones. 

I. These were ready to give all up for lost; JESUS appeared gone 
for ever. So, with me, it has been many a time. 
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II. They did not know the LORD when He did come to them. No I 
" Their eyes \Vere holden that they should not know Hu.1." How 
strange ! Then, 

III. He called them "fools, and slow of heart I" And what a 
deluded fool have I been in my time I And how slow to believe the 
precious words which point to Him I 

IV. If they did not know Rm, their hearts caught fire as Ile spake 
to them, and as He opened unto them the Scriptures. In like manner, 
when He, the precious SAVIOUR, draws near, and opens up His own 
glorious Word, my cold, hard, deceitful, wayward heart has melted 
into a loving contrition, into a weeping devotion, and into a longing 
to behold Him, and to be LIKE and WITH Hrn for ever. 

Y. They pressed Him hard to abide with them, because He appeared 
as though He would go on beyond them, and leave them to themselves. 
What kindness in Him to go after these two lonely and desponding 
ones; and, how wonderfully has HE stepped along beside of us many 
times ; and, although we have had no clear vision of His person, we have 
clung fast to the place and circumstances whereby our heart was made 
to burn. These journeys to Emmaus are but seldom realised by me. 
But, 

VI. " He went in to tarry with them ! " What a guest ! And as 
He sat at meat with them, He took bi·ead, and blessed it, and brake, and 
gave it them. A confirmation of the supper He had instituted before 
His death, and a sweet pattern of that saving grace whereby souls are 
truly and eternally saved. The bread was a figure of Himself, "THE 
BREAD OF LIFE ! " This He brake, and blessed, and gave to them. 
Then their eyes were opened, they knew Him; but He "ceased to be 
seen of them." In an instant He was gone. But, now they knew 

" The Lord was risen inrleed / " 

no more in the sepulchre I He had left it for ever. 
" There must be something in religion ! " said I to myself that 

Monday evening. "I came in here with my soul as desolate as death 
itself; I was as one forsaken of God in feeling ; but, in waiting upon 
the Lord, I found my soul, in soi:ne degree, in that state where I could 
have fellowship with the Lord in His sufferings, and where the experience 
of His poor disciples going to Emmaus became a hcpeful testimony to 
prove that I am one with whom the_ LORD, by ~is SPIRIT a~d Word, 
His grace and presence, doth sometimes draw mgh unto-with whom 
blest converse we do hold. 

That night we all sung so warmly, 
" Talk with us, Lord, Thyself reveal, 

While here o'er earth we rove; 
Speak to our hearts, and let us feel 

The kindling of Thy love. 

With Thee conversing, we forget 
All time and toil and car~ ; 

Labour is rest, and pain is sweet, 
If Thou, my God, art here. 

Here, then, my God, vouchsafe to stay, 
And bicl my heart _rejoice ; 

My bounding heart shall own Thy sway, 
And echo to Thy voice. 
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Let this mine every hour employ, 
Till I Thy glory see ; 

Enter into my Master's joy, 
And find my heaven in Thee." 

All that week, the words never left me, " WHY hast Thou forsaken 
Me ? " Before breaking bread the next Sunday evening, I read for my 
text, Mark xv. 34, '' And at the ninth hour, JESUS cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani ? which is, being interpreted, 
My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " I proposed four 
questions :-

1. Who is this crying ? 
2. Where was it He so cried ? 
3. How was it ? 
4. What can it mean? 

Around His cross one week, in silent sorrow, I walked. But, the 
answers to the queries suggested, I must this month reserve. 

C. W. BANKS, 
9, Banbury-road, South Hackney, Feb. 8, 1877. 

GRATE F UL BR E AT HING 8. 

0 MY brother, what a mercy to be kept right, and to be right in 
soul matters! My soul trerubles within me, and cries out, " Hold 

up my goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps slip not." " Leave me 
not, nor forsake me, 0 God of my salvation." To be a minister, and 
to be deceived at last, is the most awful condition conceivable. Oh, that 
we may finish our course with juy, and the ministry committed unto us. 
But, Oh, blessed words,-

" Could He have taught me to trust in His Name, 
And thus far have brought me to put me to shame I" 

No I that be far from Him. Oh, bless Him, I know that His promises 
are sometimes powerful, sweet, precious, and suitable in the grace of the 
Holy Ghm:1t to m.v soul. I know He sometimes lets me into the light 
and meaning of His Holy Word. 

Last S,tbbath-day I had a blessed time when preaching from the 
words, "To Him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the paradise of God.'' First, the persons, 
" O".ercomers ; " second, the promise, " will I give to eat of the tree of 
life," &c.; the persons in the morning and the promise at night. My 
soul did enjoy it. ================= J. INWARDS. 

WHEN first humbled at the sight of our sins, we think it such a mercy 
that our sinR are forgiven. To help our unbelief, when we come to see 
our sins told out before us, and piled up as high as the heavens, and as 
low as hell, where is the wealth, the riches, the that which shall forgive 
us all these things? He1·e are the riches of grace told out before 1~s; we 
do not need to bring a mite; God is rich enough, without our duties, _or 
anything else, for the forgireness of sins; there are multitudes of mer~ies 
for multitudes of sins. God will abundantly pardon.-Good1cm's 
Marrow. 
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SINS OF EVERY DEGREE-AND FORGIVENESS. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-If we had no hope in Emmanuel, and 
experienced t.he same conflicts in the mind, in the world, and in 

circumst.ances, as we do now at times, what a life ours would bet True, 
the apostle said we (without hope) should be of all men most miserable. 
Then what a blessing must this hope be ! For how could we endure 
this world with the knowledge we haYe, and which every quickened soul 
possesses, of the sinfulness, exceeding sinfulness, of sin in our own heai;-ts? 
For unless we feel the·plague there omselves, we have cause to suspect 
there is something wrong, if not that we are quite dead; for how shall 
we sigh for all the abominations that are done in Jerusalem, unless we 
sigh for the abominations of sin in our own hearts ? And see ! it 
was only those who did sigh and cry that the man with the ink-horn set 
a mark on! Now, although sin is such a plague to a quickened soul, 
yet it is not so to one dead in trespasses and sins ; that is, sin which 
they can hide from man. I know it is just possible man may possess 
such a degree of moral rectitude as to loathe the outward and more gross 
forms of sin, and so cry out against it. But there appears to me to be 
three degrees or kinds of sin-viz., transgressions, open breaches against 
the ten commands; then sins, all manner of outward sinful acts which 
do not come to the degree of criminal offences; and then iniquities, or 
all the abominable evil thoughts which crowd through our own hearts, 
and which are hid from the eyes of our fellow-creatures. And so in 
Isaiah you may read, "I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy trans
gressions as a cloud, and as a thick cloud thy sins." And in Jeremiah 
ycu read, "And thy iniquities I will remember no more." Now that 
is something like a clean sweep, and no man can do it for himself. But 
there is forgiveness with Him! With who? Emmanuel! for it was 
Emmanuel who was highly exalted to give repentance and remission of 
sins, and it can come to us through no other channel. Jesus is our 
High Priest under the Gospel dispensation, and is entered into the 
holiest of all, once. Under the Mosaic dispensation, there were many 
priests, but it was only the high priest that made the atonement. And 
Jesus only is the ground of hope, the foundation upon which we can 
build with safety; and it is Jesus formed in our hearts the hope of 
glory that enables us to endure thP, trials of this present. life. But it is 
only as the Holy Comforter shines within us, that we are enabled to 
say, the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which awaits us. And according to the apostle to the 
Corinthians it seems that these exercises are needful, or how could we 
bless God for the comfort He gives us? or how comfort those wh9 are 
in trouble unless we ourselves know what it is to be comforted of God? 
And so we read, " Tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, 
and experience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed, because the Jove of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto 
UB. 

Now, dear brother, you know much more, and have experienced much 
more both ways than I have. It is not necessary for me to write more; 
if it please God in any measure to bless it to the comfort of any soul, I 
shall be comforted too. May it be your blessed lot to enjoy much of 
the presence of the Holy Comforter ! Amen. 

JOHN WESLEY, 
100, High-cross-street, Leiceste1·, February 12th. 
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FROM THE DARKNESS OF JUDAISM TO THE LIGHT 
AND LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF MR. ISAAC LEVINSOHN . , 
Now A PREACHER OF THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS. 

(Continued from page 53.) 

CJHAPTER VII. 
SLEEPS in Cornfield-Loses His Phylacteries-Ron:ian Catholics Abuse Him

Stirring up His Jewish Enmity and Anger-Gets Imprisoned. 

By God's help, I was restored to perfect health, and after having 
rested a few days, I took my journey again. Although I was 

rather weak, yet I would persevere in proceeding on my journey. 
I walked a few hours, and then rested for a whole night in a corn.field, 
where I slept very comfortably. In the morning, farmers came 
into the field, to work. Finding me in the field, they asked me who 
I was; when I explained to them the position I occupied, they very 
kindly offered me help; and although I was very much in need of' help, 
and thankful to them for their kindness, vet I refased to accept, because 
their help was in meat, bread, butter, cheese, &c., and as a Jew I would 
not accept such help. I, therefore, thanked all the good people very 
much for their kindness, and wished them adieu. When I was gone 
about a day's journey, I found that I had left my phylacteries in the 
cornfield, where I slept the previous night. I therefore returned to the 
place; walked all night; and when I came to the place where I thought 
I lost my phylacteries, I could not find them. I then asked the people 
who were at work in the field if they had found my phylacteries; and 
as they could not understand what phylacteries were, concluded I was 
mad, and did not know what I was about. Some of them were very 
rough and low people in religious principle-I found they were Roman 
Catholics-they swore and cursed at me, and said, " Run away, run 
away, or else we will hang_ you, as your mischievous brethren, the Jews, 
hung Jesus Christ." They sent their dogs after me, one, in particular, 
who jumped at me, and frightened me, so that I fell fainting to the 
ground; and then the farmers came and lifted me up, and brought me 
to life again, and I then determined not to go near a Christian, and 
determined, whenever I should have the opportunity, to blaspheme 
against the Christian religion; and even if I had power to shed the 
blood of the Christians nothing would have given me more pleasure. I 
prayed to God to deliver me out of my troubles, and hring me to a land 
where I could enjoy the religious liberty of the true religion of Judai_sm, 
and give me power to act against the Christians. My hatred agamst 
Christians increased in me more and more. Often I had not eaten any
thing for twenty-eight or thirty, and even more, hours, and passed 
several villages, and, finding that there were no Jews residing, did not 
stop, but went on further, till I came to a place where I could find Jews, 
and ask for help from them. Several days l travelled on in such a spiri~, 
till I came to a small town, where many Jews resided. I made appli
cation to the Rabbi for help, and he was very kind to me, and gav~ ~e 
a little money, and then sent me to a rich Jew,aparticularf'riPnd_ot his, 
where I stayed for a few davs. I afterwards left the town, with the 
blessing of the good and kind Rabbi, and I was full of joy when I heard 

G 
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that I was not very far from Hamburg--only about three days' journey. 
With much diligence I made haste, in order to get to Hamburg as soon 
as possible. When I reached a very small town, about twelve miles 
from Hamburg, about nine o'clock in the evening, rain was pouring fur 
many hours, and I was also very hungry and tired. I entered a public
house, and inquired if any Jews lived there; but, to my sorrow, there 
were none. I then asked the publican if he would kindly let me sit in 
his house through the night, as I was so weary and hungry I could not 
undertake to walk any more that night; but the publican being a 
Roman Catholic, finding that I was a Jew, turned against me, and said 
that he would have no mercy upon Jews, the accursed nation, and com
manded me to leave his house at once. I then went to a police-station, 
and asked if the police authority would be compassionate on me, and 
permit me to stay that night on their premi~es; when the inspector of 
the police-court commanded that I should be locked up in a cell, and 
have rest there. In the morning, when I awoke I found myself in a 
prison cell. I then tried to open the door, but found I could not. I 
knocked at the door for some time, but no answer was given me. At 
last the gaoler came, and asked me what I required. When I told him 
that I wanted to get out, he said, "You are imprisoned, and you must 
be confined in the place you now are in until the judge will give you 
freedom." I asked him what I did, that I deserved to be imprisoned. 
I could get no answer. Presently the gaoler brought me in some bread 
and gruel. I ate the bread, but not the gruel. By-and-bye prison 
clothes were given me to put on. 

I then thought of all the happiness I had lost by leaving my beloved 
parents' house. But I thought, "Alas! alas! too late to repent!" 
When Sunday came, I was informed that I must go to church, which I 
refused, beingaJew; but the principal or governor, beingaveryroaghman, 
smote me on my face several times, and said, " You must obey the orders 
you receive." I then answered him in the German language, "I shall not 
go to church by any one's orders; it is against my religion; I hate 
churches of Christians, and the Christian religion." I also informed 
him that I was a Russian subject, and would complain against him to 
the Russian ambassador in Berlin or Hamburg, and said, I was willing 
to suffer imprisonment if I deserved it, but as I was innocent I did not 
think he had any right to punish me. On hearing this, he said, "If 
you are a Jew you are not worthy of being in a Christian Church." I 
was kept in the cell eight days, and then I was set at liberty. I after
wards beard that the police-inspector of that small town had done all 
that to me, so that he might be amused with his household through that 
wicked course of action. As soon as I was liberated I prayed to 
God that He might be merciful unto me, and bring no more trouble as 
He did bring; and I then began to feel more and more enmity to the 
Christians-in fact, I took an oath (which I was soon compelled to break) 
never to speak to a Christian, and if I should ever see a Christian perish 
not to be merciful unto him. Such were then my feelings towards 
Christians, and to their religion. 

When I arrived at a small village, very near Hamburg, I met a 
gendarme, who stopped me, and took me with him. When he brought 
me to a place where I found a few gendarmes, they all asked me who I 
was, and where I was going to. When I answered them I was a Russian, 
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-and was going to England, they laughed at me; some of them were 
intoxicated, which made them behave very disrespectful to me. Several 
times one of them drew out his sword, and said, " I will kill you! you 
are a Frenchman." But I gave no answer, and suffered all the time. 
I left myself for them to do what they pleased; seeing that there 
was no one to help me, I even thought that my God had forgotten 
me, and I must perish in the hands of the cruel Gentiles. As I was 
,standing before the gendarmes, I was in great trouble (although all of 
them seemed to amuse themselves for acting so unkindly to me), yea, I 
felt to be in great torment. I fell to the ground, and cried out very 
bitterly unto the Lord, "Eli, Eli, l,ama sabachthani" ("My God, my God, 
why hast Thou forsaken me ? "), and also very fervently prayed that the 
Lord might be gracious unto me, and take away my life, or save me out 
of the hands of my enemies, and bring me out of all my troubles, and 
•bring me to feel satisfied in my poor, lost, and ruined soul. 

CHAPTER VIII. 
REACHES Hamburg in Sore Affliction-Having no Passport is Confounded

Addresses the Jews in Open Streets-Solemn Devotions in the Synagogue-Letter 
To and From His Father. 

I was very thankful to God when the cruel gendarmes were satisfied 
by ill-treating me. They then turned me out of the house, and let me 
go. !then gladly, and in haste, went to Hamburg. When I arrived 
there, looking at the large multitudes of people walking hither and 
thither, I felt lost, not knowing where to go, nor what to do. I then 
stood in the street for sometime, thinking what to do. I looked at my
self, and" wished I had never been born; I cursed the day in which I was 
born, and brought to experience all this misery. I then walked about 
the streets of Hamburg, crying and lamenting, until I came to a railway 
:station, which was near to a large field. I walked about in the field for 
some time, till I was exhausted. I laid down to rest in the field, and, 
being very hungry, I cried bitterly, till a lady with a little child came 
near, and asked me what was the matter with me. I answered, " I am 
very hungry, madam.'' The good lady then said, if I would wait a little 
while she would bring me something to eat. But I answered, " As I am 
.a Jew, I am not permitted to eat anything from Christians." The good 
lady then presented me with a few marks, and gave me an address to 
the Jewish hotel of Madam Hochwald. I thanked the lady very much, 
and then went on, inquiring where the hotel was; fortunately I found it; 
and, as I wanted to enter in, I felt very much ashamed to go into a 
respectable hotel, so ragged and poor. But I went in, notwithstanding 
my poverty, and asked if I would be permitted to lodge there. The 
manager asked me if I could produce any papers or passport to prove 
that I was a respectable lad? Unfortunately, I could not produce any
thing except my phylacteries and fringes. The manager then examined 
my phylacteries and fringes, and, finding that they were perfect, accord
ing .ta the law of the Jews, trusted on this ground that I was a respectable 
Jewish lad. I then prepaid four schillings for a night's lodging. ~n 
the evening I inquired after the synagogue, in order to be in public 
prayer with the minion ( a company of not less than ten men, which is 
very necessary for males after thirteen years of age). When I found the 
synagogue I was very thankful unto God, that He had enabled me to 
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come to Hamburg, and especially to incline my heart to go to Hie 
sanctuary. 

Entering the synagogue, I found that the mi'ncha service was over 
and there was no minion for me. I was very much disappointed, but i 
would not despair. I went out into the open air, and addressed myself 
to several Jews who passed, asking if they had already prayed; and if 
not, _I asked them kindly to come into the synagogue and conduct the 
sernce. I was successful; several Jews came in, about twenty-five, and 
we then had our service. After the mincha service, I stayed in the 
synagogue, and waited till the third service, maarive, would be celebrated. 
As I was sitting in solitude, my mind was solemnised as I looked East
ward, and saw the Hoaron Hakodesh, the holy ark, the beautiful veil 
hanging over it, and on it in letters of gold, "J EH0V .A.H." I then washed 
my hands, and came near the ark, with a very earnest desire to pray. 
I kissed the veil, and, closing my eyes, prayed unto the Lord to be 
merciful unto me; and then lifted up my voice with the following prayer, 
in the Hebrew language:-

" Be merciful unto me, 0 God, be merciful unto me, for my soul 
trnsteth in Thee ; yea, in the shadow of Thy wings will I make 111y 
refuge, until my troubles be past. I will cry unto God most high, 'to 
God that performeth all things for me" (Psa. !vii.). · · 

As I was repeating this Psalm, several times very earnestly, I 
began to think of ver. 10, "For Thy mercy is great unto the heavens, 
and Thy truth unto the clouds;" and then began to pray, especially that 
God's mercy and truth mi_ght be revealed unto me more and more, 
although I firmly believed that the Jewish religion was the only true 
religion ; yet I felt there was something of which I was ignorant. 
Still I was fully convinced that God would hear my prayers, and satisfy 
my poor mourning soul. Presently people came to the synagogue to 
celebrate the third service of the day (maarive). I joined them; and, 
after service, went to my lodgings. I bad something to eat, and then 
retired into a small room, very nicely provided for me. Entering the 
room, I observed that on the door-post was no mesusah,* which ought 
to be according to the Jewish law. I then requested the manager iJ 
he would kindly let me sleep in another room, where there was a mesusah, 
as I would by no means sleep in that room. The manager then vecy 
kindly gave me permission to sleep in another room; and I was verJ 
glad to find there was a very nice mesusah, for which I thanked him 
very much. Afterwards, I said my prayers and kissed the mesusah 
several times, and thanked God for His mercy and goodness towards me. 

The nexL morning, when I got up, I felt unwell; darkness seemed 
to overwl:elm my soul. I then wrote a letter to my father, of which the 
following is a copy:-

" To MY MOST-BELOVED F.A.THER,-I am very thankful to inform 
yon that I have arrived in Hamburg, and am '4Uite well. I must tell 
yon that I never forget the happiness I used to enjoy at home; I well 
remember when I used to think that I was the happiest lad in the world; 
but all that has passed away. Since I left you, my beloved father, I 
have never had one hour of happiness. Sorrow and bitter trials have 
been my portion; and I daresay that such will be my lot till I shall be 

* A smaJI box or case containing a piece of parchment, on which was written some 
passages of the law of Moses. 
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taken to the grave. I pray to God continually that He may satisfy my 
soul_, but I never feel satisfied. The more I pray, more wretched and 
miserable I feel. 

"_Beloved father, I really do not know what to think of religion. 
You used to tell me that our God hears the prayers of those that call 
unto Him, and, I must say, I continually pray, but, to my sorrow, God 
has turned away His ear from hearing me. One thing, my dear father, 
that I should like you to do for me is, to ask my old Rabbi to pray, and 
I hope that if you, and the Rabbi, and my beloved mother will pray for 
me, the Lord may hear your prayers for the sake of your good merits. 

"My dear father, I hope you will not be troubled in your mind about 
my trials, for I am determined to go all over the world till I find that 
which alone can satisfy me. I know yon may think it strange of me to 
say such things, but I cannot help it. I hope to hear from you soon, 
for I don't expect to stay here very long. 

"I remain, beloved father and mother, 
" Your most affectionate son, 

" ISA.AC LEVINSOHN." 
A few days passed, and I received the following note from my father, 

fu answer:-
" MY SOUL-BELOVED CHILD, lsA.Ac,-1 assure yon that your mother 

and I don't know what to do. I really cannot understand why the Lord 
should deal with us in so strange a way. I have had many troubles in 
life, but never did I think that I should have such troubles as I have 
now. Since you left us, to think that you, my flesh and blood, who was 
the comfort of my soul, whom I hoped to see happy, should suffdr so 
much as you do. Your mother and myself have not enjoyed one com
plete night's sleep. Only last night, about 12 o'clock, I suddenly awoke, 
because of your mother crying and lamenting whilst she was dreaming 
in sleep about you. In a word, let me tell you that the whole of our 
family are continually lamenting because of your extraordinary troubles. 
I enclose a note, and if you take it to Herr Myers, the Gabbi • of the 
synagogue, he will give you some money; I have had some corres
pondence with him on business, and we have arranged it for him to do 
so. I hope, my dear child, that the God of our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, will guide you, and satisfy your soul. Accept your father's 
and mother's love; your brothers, Joshua Hessel, Jonah Abel, and 
-Bister, Meitta Esther, send their love to you ; even your little sister, 
Golda Tzipa, often repeats, "Isaac, Isaac," and cries because yon are 
not with us. Let me leave you in the hands of God. I hope that you 
will try and have always your phylacteries perfect, and also your fringes 
(tzizes). We remain, beloved Isaac, 

" Your very affectionate parents, 
'' LION LEVINSOHN. 

" I propose that your mother and brothers and sisters should sign 
their names for you to remember them:-

" Your beloved mother, BRAINAH LEVINSOHN. 
"Your affectionate brother, JOSHUA HESSEL LEVINS0HN. 
"Your affectionate sister, MEITTA ESTHER LEVINS0ffN. 

"Your brother, Jonah Abel, as he is too young to write, makes only 
a sign, 

"Your little sister, Meitta Esther, the same,----" 

* Chief or deacon. 
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When I received my father's letter, I was very grieved to hear of 
the trouble my dear parents had ; I therefore determined not to write 
to them any more about my circumstances, so that they might not 
know how I suffered. I paid a visit to Herr Myers, of the synagogue 
and produced my father's letter. He asked me how much money i 
should like to have ; and I requested him to give me forty thalers, 
which he gave me. I then purchased some good clothes, and returned 
to the hotel of Madame Hochwald. When they observed the change of 
my dress, they were surprised ; but when they found out my real cir
CUIJ?Stances they then treated me with much respect, as if I was quite 
a different person altogether. However, I was satisfied so far ; still I 
had not that satisfaction my soul longed for. 

One day, as I took my afternoon walk, I met a young man, walking 
about in the street, in a very poor state. I pitied him very much, 
having been in poverty myself a few days ago. I commenced a con
versation with him, and asked who he was ? and what countryman he 
was ? I found that he was from Russia, the town of Kovno, the same 
town I came from. His family I did not know. I was moved with 
very much compassion towards him, and asked him to come home with 
me, to the hotel where I lived. I then ordered dinner for him, and asked 
the manager of the hotel to let him lodge there. He informed me that 
he had a desire to go to England. I was very pleased to hear that, and 
thought he would make a companion for me. I then gave. him five 
thalers to buy better clothes; for which he thanked me very much. I 
was very much attached to the poor young man, and we became· 
quite affectionate friends. We went together to the synagogue, and I 
was very pleased to find him very earnest in his prayers, &c. I felt 
more and more attached to him, and I looked upon him as my own• 
brother. 1 said to him one day, "My happiness shall be your happiness;, 
your trouble my trouble." Being so friendly with him, I requested the 
manager of the hotel to let my friend and myself live together in one 
room, which he granted me. The more I knew this young man the 
more my affection seemed to increase towards him. We stayed together 
a few days. One morning when I got up, about eight o'clock, when I 
wished to dress myself, to my surprise, I could not find any of my 
clothes, even my boots were gone. I then opened my box, and found 
that all I had in it was gone; and I was left in a room, robbed of all my 
money, and almost naked. I began to cry very bitterly, and when the 
manager of the hotel came up, and found me robbed so cruelly, he was 
so amazed he did not know what to think. He told me that my friend had 
left the house about seven o'clock in the morning, with a large parcel. I 
could hardly believe that my young friend could treat me so cruelly; but I 
found it was so, by bitter experience. The manager, who was moved with 
much compassion tow9.rds me, then got some old clothes for me, for 
which I thanked him, and he promised to help me as much as he pos
sibly could. I then asked the manager if he would let me be a servant 
of his, to attend to him, and to all the gentlemen who lived there, to 
clean their boots, &c. I made myself very useful in the hotel; attended 
to all the visitors, and served them very diligently. All this I diJ in 
order that I might earn my daily livelihood, and save a little money, to 
pay my passage to England; but, unfortunately, I was not paid ·by any 
of the visitors, so that I found it very hard to live, as Madame Hoch-
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walddid not pay me; only my lodgings were given me free for my services. 
Finding myself in such dilliculties that I had not sufficient to eat, I 
then tried to find something else to do. I went to a railway station, 
and asked permission from the station-master to let me beg of passengers 
that arrived at the station with luggage to let me carry it for them. I 
was very thankful when he permitted me to do so. 

The first passenger whom I asked to let me carry his luggage, spoke 
to me very kindly, and gave me two very large heavy parcels to carry 
for him. I C!'rried them about two miles, and then he entered into a 
public-house, and asked me if I would have a glass of beer; but as the 
public-h-mse belonged to Ohristians I would not partake of anything. 
As I refused, he took away the parcels from me, and told me to go. 
When I asked him to pay me for helping him to carry his goods, he said 
that he paid me at the station, which was a falsehood ; and when I 
contradicted him he appeared as if I insulted him, and called a policeman 
to give me in charge for asking him for payment a second time, and 
also for insulting him. The policeman arrested me, and took me to the 
police-station, where I was kept a few hours. I was brought before the 
police-master with the charge against me. 

( To be continltlld.) 

THE CONVER SI ON OF S INN E RS. 

THERE is a generally expressed feeling of regret that so few are 
convinced of sin under the minist,ration of the pure Gospel. If 

there is an effect there is also a cause, for the hand of God is not shortened, 
neither is His ear heavy, and His command is, " Go, teach all nations." 

It has been allowed that most of our additions have been first 
awakened under Arminian or general professors; and then, after being 
awakened, they requit·e spiritual food, and have to go to those places 
where the doctrines of grace are preached. 

Now the doctrines of grace are dear, increasingly dear to us: we were 
educated under them, and could in early life argue strongly for them; 
but when the Lord convinced of sin, and_ then brought to Christ as a 
Saviour, the doctrines were then written on the fleshly tables of the 
heart, and we felt they were solid ground to rest on, and could rejoice 
in the lines of Toplady,-

" Yes, I to the end shall endure, 
As sure as the earnest is given, 

• More happy, but not more secure, 
Are the glolified spilits in heaven." 

Now, we think there are two leading causes-the first, That in 
preaching the Gospel the discriminating doctrines of grace, and the 
blessed experience of them are dwelt upon, while the practical results 
of the Gospel, and the state of sinners under it, are passed by; because 
they consider that Bunyan, Wesley, Baxter, Fuller, and others exhorted 
the sinner to believe in language not warranted by the Bible, they go 
to the other extreme, and pass the sinaer over. 

The second we conceive to be the want of a missionary spirit in the 
Ohurches ; Gospel ministers will go where there are good congregations, 
but dislike the small ones.· We have known ministers who, at the 
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earlier stages of their ministry, went into villages around the places 
where they were stationed, and many were brought to a knowledge of 
God under them ; but, after a time, becoming more known and sough~ 
after, old causes are supplied, the villages neglected, and they have been 
compelled to own that they have gone years to places without one sinner 
being convinced of sin, or one seeking soul being brought to the Saviour. 

Returning to our first position, we have known individuals who 
have ioat under the Gospel for years, and who maintain, " If I am elected 
I shall he saved, and if not I shall perish; therefore, why should I try?" 
And others, known in the days of our youth, who have excused them
selves from going to places where Gospel truths are preached, by this, 
" They only preach to the elect, therefore they will not preach to us." 

Now, without telling a sinner that he may repent and believe now, 
which we think may lull the sinner, because he might say," If faith iii 
in my hands, then I will exercise it at some future day;" and without 
representing Jesus as a sorrowful, disappointed God, at which we have 
shuddered, there is a preaching "of sin, of righteousness, and of judg
ment to come," there is a marking out the road to heaven, and the path 
which leads to hell. This, we think, is a separating the precious from 
the vile, and the chaff from the wheat. 

In Ezek. xxxiii., when treating of the duties of a watchman, the 
prophet says, in ver. 8, "When I say unto the wicked, 0 wicked man, 
thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his 
way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity;· but his blood will I 
require at thine hand." But in the next verse we read," Nevertheless, 
if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn 
from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy 
soul." Some may say that is only in the Old Testament, and alludes to 
the Jews nationally. To meet that, we only take one passage from the 
New Testament, as that will answer our purpose-" Go ye into all --the 
world and preach the Gospel unto every creature. He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved; but be that believeth not shall be damned." 
Here is a commission from the King in Zion, both to the saint and also 
to the sinner. 

We earnestly wish that these remarks may cause some to arise from 
their dormant state, and to lay the axe to the root of the tree. When 
Paul went to Athens, and other places, he did not lay before his audi
tory the doctrines of the predestination, election, and the like, but he 
thundered, as it were, the broken law unto the conscience, and pre
sented Jesus unto them as One mighty to save the vilest sinner who 
should come unto Him. 

But after they were converted he kept back no doctrine from them, 
but declared them in all their fulness. We have no patience with parties 
who talk of" guarding God's truth," making themselves wiser than the 
Almighty. We say, let the Binner be warned, and let death, judgment, 
and eternity be placed before him, and the influence of the Holy Spirit 
implored to drive the Word right home to the heart. In the Bible we 
read, "Ye have not because ye ask not." Those of us who have attained 
our three-score, or three-score and ten years, and have sat under the 
Gospel from the cradle, know the truths of the matters we have been 
laying down. 

As to our second position, we know that most of our Gospel ministers 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 85 

are too ill-paid to volunteer in the missionary work, and when they have 
a spare Lord's-day are glad to go where they get a little addition to 
their scanty incomes ( frequently not more than a mechanic or a labourer 
receives); but they have the week evenings; and if a Church bas no 
missionary spirit it ceases to be a growing Church, and they should 
remember "There is that scattereth and yet increaseth." But there 
are a great number of supplies, many of them well off in the world, and 
who do not need the aid of poor Churches for their maintenance. But, 
frequently, if a supply is written for, it is inquired, What ministers do 
you have? what line of things do you hold? and what are the views in 
other chapels in your place? and have you many hearers? Now our 
Lord had a needs be to go to Samaria, and there He preached, not to a 
great congregation, but to one poor woman, and she a sinner. After His 
resurrection He preached a glorious discourse to two disciples, when they 
journeyed to Emmaus, and warmed their hearts with holy fire. Philip 
was moved by the Spirit to go and give himself to the eunuch, and to 
preach Christ unto him; and the eunuch believed, was haptized, and, old 
writers tell us, became an ardent preacher of the Gospel. 

We would mention an instance of how the Lord owns labours in 
His cause. A party known to us, who possesses no great gifts, and who 
goes out to these outlying stations, had God's sanction in warning the 
sinner. He had been out previously, and before going to preach was 
asked if he would go and visit a dying youth, on his road to the chapel, 
which he most willingly consented to do. On entering the chamber, he 
commenced a conversation. He found the youth, about eighteen, 
feeling himself a sinner, quite conscious that he was dying, and that 
judgment and condemnation were before him, but he had no assurance 
of his interest in the Redeemer's love, and was of course unhappy and 
tried; but while the Word was being read and expounded, and under 
prayer, the Lord shone graciously on him, and he was filled with joy and 
peace in believing, and died in a few hours, in tbP. assurance of faith. 
Our friend, in going to a small place, in a few words, narrated this scene, 
and while narrating it, the Word took hold of a young woman, who felt 
an earnest desire to know the same Saviour, and felt no peace until she 
found Him to the joy of her soul. She was soon baptized, and added to 
a neighbouring Church. Soon after, at the same small place, he was 
preaching from Gen. xlix. 8, when a young man was deeply convicted 
of sin, and, to use bis own language, could hardly forbear calling out in 
the chapel, "Lost, lost;" and when he left the place, felt that he must 
lie down and cry, " Lost, I am lost for ever;'' in a few weeks he found 
mercy and peace, and was also baptized. A third case, also, in this 
little out-of-the-way place was a young fomale, married, who, while he 
was preaching from Matt. xxv. 46, was deeply convicted of sin, and this 
was increased by the hymn which the prearher read,-

. "When Thou, my righteous Judge shall come." 

She also found peace and jov~ but has been hindered from publicly 
following the Redeemer. • 

These instances are mentioned to show the great importance of those 
whose means and time will allow to go to these isolated places. w:e 
remember years ago hearing an old Methodist lady say that fresh soil 
was the best, for in other places they became Gospel-hardened. We 
smiled at the remark at the time, but we now think there was much 
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troth in it. In conclusion, we add, some years ago we were asked by a 
puffed-up Ant.inomian, " What would you preach to sinners?" And we 
replied, '' Reason with them on righteousness, temperance, and judgment 
to come." Tell them there is death to the sinner who dies in his sin, 
death without hope, even death unto death; but that there is life unto 
the righteous, even life unto life. Tell them that Jesus is readv to save 
the coming sinner, that His own language is, "He that cometh unto
Me I will in no wise cast out." We knew an aged Christian, a professed 
Huntingtouian, who conducted for many years a small cause in his own 
house, and he told us that he had been a long, long time· under the 
law in darkness and misery, and that he went many miles to hear the 
late Mr. Oxenham ; but when he got into the chapel, they sang that 
beautiful hymn of Hart's,- . 

" Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched, 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore, 

Jesus, ready, stands to save you, 
Full of pity joined with power. 

He is able, 
He is willing, doubt no more." 

And that at the singing of this hymn his chains fell off, and he was. 
brought into full Gospel liberty. 

My friends, look at the lost state of the sinner and the mercy and 
love of the Saviour-exalt the one and debase the other, and in doing· 
this, mingle very earnest prayers unto God for a blessing, and trust Him, 
for you shall find, "Ask, and ye shall receive." 

"SHED FOR MANY." 
MATTHEW XXVI. 28. 

"SHED for many;" how significant are these words," He bare the 
· sin of many." "He shall justify many, for He shall bear their 

iniquities" (Isa. liii. 1-12); but for bow many you will ask? We 
answer, for all the Father hath given Him (John vi. 37). "For as many 
as have been ordained to eternal life" (Acts xiii. 48); "even as many 
as the Lord our God shall call" (Acts ii. 39); ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands (Dan. vii. 9, 10) ; even a " mul
titude which no man can number, out of all nations, kindreds, peoples,. 
and tongues" (Rev. vii. 9). Yes, Jesus died for all these; His death 
gave full satisfaction for all their sins (1 John i. 7) ; and He will be 
equally successful in His intercessory work to keep them (Heb. vii. 25 ; 
1 Peter i. 5 ). As He could not die in vain, so neither will He plead in 
vain. He did not die for all, and plead for some ; neither did He die 
for some, and plead for all ; but He pleads for all for whom he died. All 
He purchased He will claim (John x. 28), and none of them will be lost 
(John vi. 39). If He died for mankind universally, then mankind, in 
that sense, will be saved. If He died for the Church only, then the 
Church only will be saved (Eph. v. 25). However extensive the work 
was which He undertook, the success of that work will be equally exten
sive. And however limited the work of redemption was, it never could 
be made more extensive. The work of redemption was equally complete 
and perfect as was the work of creation. Nothing could be added to 
that work of which it was said," It was very good" (Gen. i. 31), neither 
ean anything be added to that work of which it was said, "It is 
finished!'' (John xix. 30). JOHN RAYNES. 

Sheffield. 
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BY THE HAND OF GOD I'M OVERTHROWN. 
A Study for the Foes oj God's Fallen Ones. 

JOB'S NIN;ETEENTH CHAPTER IN VERSE. 
THE Shuhite ceasing, Job, without sus

pens.e, 
Again assumed the language of defence. 

How long, with words unfriendly and 
unkind, [mind? 

Will you afflict my now most harassed 
And my sad soul, o'erburdened with dis

tress, 
With bitter words continue to oppress? 
Reproach and scorn have been the lan-

guage paid 
For every woe and ill upon me laid. 
Ye sacrifice old friendship, e'en my name, 
And strangely look on me, unmoved by 

shame. 
And if my feet a devious path have trod, 
'Tis I alone for this must meet my God. 
And tbo', with words high-sounding, you 

.express 
Your thoughts upon my ruined happiness, 
I will that this one fact to you be known, 
That by the hand of God I'm overthrown. 
'Tis He alone, the fowler whom I've met, 
Who caught me in the meshes of his net. 
Despoiled of all, I cry, and cry in vain, 
My loud appeals no hearing can obtain; 
The judgment-court in vain with cries I 

fill, [ and still. 
The Judge presides, His voice is hushed 
With dangers dire He has bestrewn my 

way, [da_y. 
And hung my paths with dark inverted 
What once shed glory round my manly 

form, 
He tore away in one terrific storm. 
Then, as a king, 'twas mine to claim re-

nown, [ crown. 
But now deposed, I've lost my cherished 
Where'er I look, on sons, on cattle, land, 
The Lord has laid the same distressing 

wand ; [to be, 
And though still here, I soon must cease 
My hope He bath removed like a tree, 
His kindled wrath descends in many 

blows, 
He numbers me amongst His bitter foes. 
His ordered troops, drawn up in close 

array, 
Pursue me near, and press upon my way. 
Around my house encamped, His hostile 

band 
Cause terror and dismay on every band. 
To kindred ties has brought a sudden end, 
And made a widening breach twixt friend 

and friend. 
Oamb,·idge, 

My friends have failed, my friends of 
closest tie, [deny. 

And less attached, their friendship now 

And those who dwell beneath my very 
roof [ aloof, 

Withdraw from me, and bold themselves 
And deem me thereto have no real right, 
And count me as a stranger in their 

sight. I 

Intreating low, I called my servant nigh, 
But he, disdaining, gave me no reply. 
My wife became a stranger to my speech, 
Though, for our children's sake, I warm 

beseech. 
And children, too, where'er my foot-

steps led, [head. 
Would pour contempt upon my wretched 
Those friends to whom my secrets were 

revealed, [ cealed ; 
Kept not their horror, or their hate con
And those whom love entwined around 

my heart, [part. 
Without disguise, assumed the traitor's 
My wretched life is mine, and that alone, 
Poor tenant of a form of skin and bone. 
With pity gaze upon my fearful state, 
The hand of God has sealed my wretched 

fate. 
Why raise the arm to strike me with the 

rod, 
Or persecute as doth the avenging God? 
Carinot my abject state, this loathsome 

scourge, [pity urge T 
From out your hardened hearts some 
My heart is swayed by one prolonged 

desire, [ aspire, 
My thoughts, unbound, to that one wish 
That I could now record what I express, 
That I could print the language I confess. 
That I could grave the sacred words I've 

said, 
With iron pen upon enduring lead, 
And place the same within the binding 

rock, 
That I might give decay and time a shock. 
These are the words, what fervour warms 

my heart, [ start, 
As from my tongue like living fire they 
11 I know that my Redeemer liveth," and 
In latter day upon the earth shall stand. 

And this I know, when death shall claim 
his own, [bo_ne, 

And worms shall feast upon my wast!ng 
That I aaain renewed in flesh shall rise, 
And me~t my God in yonder distant 

skies. C. 0. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Life and Exploratums of Dr. Living
-stone. London: J. G. Mm-dock, Castle
street., Holborn. A magnificent volume, 
shewing by plates. an~ a well-writt~n 
history, the determmation, dangers, dis
coveries, and many deaths of an extra
ordinary man. Pioneers in any enter
prise are certain to be sufferer~ .. 

Pu:turesque Europe : the Brituh Isles. 
London: Cassell, Petter & Galpin. All 
that every kind of art can produce has 
been employed to illustrate and ~eveal 
the antiquities and natural beauties of 
the little islands whel'e we dwell. 

The ::,atan of Scripture. By a Clergy
man. London : Smith, Elder & Co. The 
source and subtlety of the second great 
deep, "the mystery of iniquity," is ~ere 
unfolded in measure ; and, as far as our 
time-circumstances are concerned, the 
mischiefs, the maladies, the miseries 
flowing from that tremendous power, 
"the god of this world " are shewn to be 
sufficient to frighten us into madness
but for that safety-valve of t~e Churc~, 
" I the Lord do keep it ; 1 will water 1t 
ev~ry mome~t : lest any hurt it, I wip. 
keep it night and _day." Take this 
promise with you while you contemplate 
the fact that wherever God has set up a 
useful man, Satan has aimed a dea~ly 
blow at him. From Adam, Job, David, 
Peter, Paul, the martyrs-to our own 
times, see how men, how Churches, how 
believers have been hurt I and then ask, 
" Where does God keep His Church ? " 
In Himself in His covenant, in His Son I 
But what ~ meant by that word "hurt?" 
A being cut off from the Living Head, or 
plucked out of the Eternal Hands. Such 
fatal hurt cannot befall the redeemed of 
the Lord. although here some m~y suff~ 
the loss of all things. Mr. Ormiston, m 
this volume, has given us a valuable tes-
timony. . 

The Gardeners' Magazine for Feb. 1s 
a lordly diRh of nature's beauties, of 
heaven's indulgencies, and of the rare 
improvements art and industry are ac
complishing. Vol. XIX. may be had of 
E.W. Allen, in Ave Marie-lane. 

The Fireside brings truth in ta!~, and 
persons in pictures, quite entertammg to 
those who have true peace with God, and 
plenty at home. . 

Humorous Parson, tfc., has long waited 
for our ve1·dict. We say, between what 
Daniel Smart used to be, and what J. E. 
Silverton appears to be-there is an i~
mense distance. Forty years ago, DaIDel 
would frighten us down to eternal woe, 
while Silverton makes merry. Our pas-

sage has been over rough and dangerous 
seas : we are afraid of playing with those 
things which cost the Saviour so_ dear I 
We feel inclined to have a word on this 
Mr. Silverton another day. 

Augustus A. Daly's WarningCry-toRus
sia, is a bold witness against the iniquities 
which, like a black river of idolatrous 
selfishness, runs through the so-called 
Eastern Question. W. H. Guest, of Pater
noster-row, will supply copies of this 
astonishing work. 

The Rock reports Canon Ryle's exposi
tion of the fearfully dangerous tendency 
of the last half-century. He says:-" We 
stand face to face with an immense 
amount of evil." He says there are seven 
dJ:eadful foes against the progress of the 
Gospel-infidelity, immorality, lawless
ness, drunkenness, Sabbath-breaking, 
scepticism, and superstition. These all 
have assumed gigantic proportions. We 
have seen all this, and may we ask, may 
not another foe be named? Were the 
delusive dogmas of duty-faith, .free-will, 
offering Christ to all, &c. ; were these 
anti-Scriptural theories ever so wide
spreading as now? Is not Christ's pure 
Gospel almost uni~ersally denied~ w_e 
know it is. While our populat10n 18 
growing thicker and faster ever day, the 
Uhurches where the glorious Trinity in 
Unity, the eternal covenant of love and 
mercy and the ancient and unalterable 
truths' of heaven are maintained, these 
Churches are almost deserted, and the 
mmisters despised. How true . the 
Saviour's prophecy (read Matt. xx1v.), 
" Many false prophets shall rise, and 
shall deceive many. And because iniquity 
shall abound, the love of many shall wax 
cold." Where is universal redemption 
now! 

The Step I have Taken, Mr. Bradbury's 
Sermons, the Church of the l:'e1·iod, and a 
heap of books wait. 

HoxNB.-" Ao Old Traveller in Divine 
Truth" says-" James Lock preached his 
farewell sel'mons here, on Jan. 28, 1877-. He 
is not a little man !Jy any weaus. His heart 
is in the work ot' p1-eaching Christ to nee'!y 
sinners, and he tells us the way home 10 
homely terms. He appears set to be a 
batchelor, and many Cbu,.ches might be glad 
ol him. But our Hoxne ri•iug folk wi•h to 
have a young man lrom the college, so s'pose 
we shall see changes. The Gospel Churches 
in these parts are very quiet. I have found 
there is no r,roseec t fo1· us old men. We 
must retire.' LHas "Old 'l'l'aveller" left 
off? What does he mean 1-E».] 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
THE HISTORY OF OUR CHURCHES. 

"I love her ge.tes, I love the roe.d: 
The Church, a.domed with grace, 

Blanda like a pa.lace built for God. 
To ehew His milder face," , 

"OUR CHURCHES" is B term of fr•qnency 
in u•e with us who hold stearlfo•tly to the 
teae'hine:• anrl ordinances of the New 1'estR
ment; hut even the oneness of a profeo.,ion 
of faith in the principle• anrl practice• re
vealer! anrl recorded in the New Testament, 
is no certain test of unity, as is prover! hy 
the party-•pirit anrl endle.os di dsion• found 
to exist in the different circles of the •o
callerl Rtrict and Parti('ular Bapti•tio. 
Some time since, we commenced a rev:iew 
of the .-ven distinctly-different sections of 
of the Bapti•t Churches ; anrl in the varierl 
phases of their faith, in the written expe
rien('es nf •nme of their members, in the me
mnriAI• of their ministers, and in the risings, 
rollin!l"I, revnlvine:s, occa•ional sin kine:•, scat
terings, and ultimate destruction of manv 
of them, we found an immense variety of 
interestine: matter. We saw how everv por
tion of On~•• Holy Word i• ever anrl anon 
beine: fnlfillerl, anrl we gatbererl material for 
ere~tiesr. not onlv many an "EBENEZER." 
but also fnr •ettin"g up many a rlane:er-•ignal ; 
for there wns, there is, there will he, a so
lemn ne('e••ity for the careful rearlin1r onrl 
the powerful proclamation of that CAUTION 
which .TEsus uttered for the e:norl of us 
poor, sillv. weak, betrayed, soul-sinking, anrl 
heart-heaving pilgrims, when in the garden 
Herrierl:-
"WATCH AND PRAY TJIAT YE ENTER 

NOT INTO TEMPTATION." 

For the present, we leave our review in 
the sturlv, anrl simply relate a few things 
conneeterl wit,h 
THE COMMENCEMENT AWD THE CoN

TINUANCEOF THE CHADWELL-STREET 
CHURCH IN CLERKENWELL. 
We at firat si1rht thoue:hl Mr. John 

H11zPlton was the only Strict Bnptist pnstor in 
Lonrlon who harl laboured uninterrnpterlly 
with one Church for more than twentv-fivP 
ypars. Bnt we remPmber that exrellent anrl 
f11ithf11l •ervant of Christ, J. L. Meeres, in 
Chnrch-str,et, Bermonrlsey, who has h•en 
stearlilv. q ui•tly, anrl hnppily workinl!' on with 
his people more than thirty years. Willinm 
Flal'k, Henry Hanks, anrl others ft?e nenrly 
of the •ame duration; but we leave thPm 
until we hnve the honour of giving their 
history in fn 11. 

The chronir.lPs of Chadwell-•treet Chur<'h 
have bePn pnhlisherl in a sepnrate form. We 
wlll onlv !!'ive n brief di1r••t nnrler three 
henrl•: a Painful B1•Pach, 11 Mvstel'ion• Bonrl 
of Uninn, nnd a Peaceful 'and Powerful 
Strenm or BIP•"Prlne••· 

Fir•t,-A p,,;1\ful Bre,,ch. or course, 
the Cha,lwell-•treet Church dirl not sprin1r 
out of the earth, in the abstract; it did not 

tum hle down out of the clouds ; it wa• not 
the off•prin1r of m,re chance· nor was it the 
poor little chilrl of some zeal~u• eorllv man 
who, not bein!!' able to sit profitahlv' unde; 
any then exi•ting mini•ter, dPterminerl to 
take a place for himself, occupy a pulpit 
in•tead of a pew, and trv to do his h•st to 
preach the Go•pel of Christ for the benefit 
of all who mi!!'ht be led to come and hear 
him. And some goorl men hav• done that 
before to-day. Mr. H•z•lton never rlirl that. 
He was sent out. collied about, and followed 
whPre his Master l•d him. 

But the pamphlet referrer! to tells us, 
there were several hrethren and •i•ters "Who 
had heen separatPd from Church fellow•hip 
anrl were scr,fferr,d abroad." This implies, 

There had been a breach somewhere. 
Where? And what wa• il ? 

The brethren and sisters who were sepa
rated and scattered were sufferers from the 
breach. They contenrled for faithfulness, 
and were driven from their home. WP have 
sufferer! from the same source sinre the 
yPnr 1839. and •hall to the end. But on
rearlin1r Psalm lxxxix. 31, 32, we saw our 
work was to put our band upon our mouth, 
anrl onr mouth in the dust, and not despise 
the chastenin1r of the Lord, nor the rod He 
mi1rht he pleased to use. The brethren and 
sisters who former! the 11:erm of Chnrlwell
street Church snffererl patientlv. ultimately 
proving that two.fold work ascribed to the 
Loni in Isaiah !viii. 12, "Thou •halt be 
caller!, THE REPATRER OF THE BREACH, 
the RESTORER OF PATHS TO DWELL 
IN." 

Bies.• the Lord ! there i• no " Breach" 
which !'lntan. •in, or the fallen nature may 
mnke, bnt HE is able to" REPATR" it, and 
to 11:ive to the wandering -tribes of Israel 
precious anrl profitahle path• to dwell in. 
Yo p•ople hAVe realized thn•e lines more 
fn llv than the fl'iends who first formed the 
Ch,irch now meeting in Chnrlwell-•treet. 

Onr seconrl note in the ori!dnnl formation 
of thi• Cl•urch, is under the hPad of "A 
MvsTERrous Bo11D OF UNroN.'' The 
•eparated anrl scattered brethren and sisters 
were wanrlel'ing about for a time; some 
went here. others went there, hut to them, 
all WAR likP the troubled waters of the flood, 
and these little dovQS could find no place for 
the soles of their feet. 

Thev mu•t have been Partfoulnr Baptists 
in deed ! In those davs there wPl'esurh holy 
men of God as Richard Lnrkin, neorge 
Ahrahams, .Jamr• Wells, .John Foreman, and 
others, Ah! hut the fello,'J.•hip of the 
,mints is as strong a bond ofunit_v a• i• n fruit
ful ministrv, nnll ~ometimes much more SOe 
A devout ·child of God can worship more 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

happily when he has a spiritual home, when 
he is" put amon,r the chileren," when God 
giveth him to find Gospel ordinances to 
be like a pleasant land, springing up with 
goud desires, having the prospect of a heri
ta,re of ,rlory and of beauty. When a child 
of God can live and worship in a homely, 
loving unity, then he is about as happy as be 
can be in this world. 

The Lord had a purpose of mercy toward 
these scattered st.eep. He had a pastor in store 
for them. He had a place provided for them ; 
therefore they shall come together; they 
shall meet and plead; wait and pray, and 
gradually enter into the possession of all His 
promises concerning them. 

Accidentally, as we might think, two of 
the brethren met in the street; this led to 
their meeting in the house of our esteemed 
brother, Mr. R,chard Minion's, for prayer. 
Between thirty and forty of these scattered 
sheep came together; and on Monday, Aug. 
17, 1851, they_ assemb.led in a schoolroom, 
near King's-square, and unitedly cried to 
the Lord to guide and help them. In Cor
poration-row, Clerkenwell, they found a 
larger place; they invited C. W. Banks to 
preach to them on Lord's-day afternoons and 
Monday evenings. They still wanted a larger 
place, and on Oct. 5, 1851, they entered into 
Mount Zion chapel, Nelson-place, in the 
-City-road; here they continued to increa.-e; 
•here they were formed into a Church ; 
=here they obtained their pastor; and from 
l1ence they removed into the larger Mount 
Zion, in Chadwell-street, where-

Thirdly-A Peaceful and Powerful Stream 
of Blessedness has followed them for more 
than twenty-five years. Like Cowper, the 
breathless listeners within their souls . 41.o 

say ,-"Thm;e sweet a.nd sa.cred tidings, 
What bliss it is to hear ! " 

honoured instrument in the Lord's hand to 
bring to pass the happy union that bas and 
still exist.s among t\1e Church. If we have 
any cause of reRret, it is that we have not 
more room for numbers that apply for sit
tings that we cannot accommodate. May 
the Lord continue to bless you and your 
labours of love, for His glorv and the benefit 
of the Church, is the prayer of yours in a 
precious Jesus. R. MINTON. 

BEDMOND-DEAR BROTHER BANKS, 
- You are requested to insert the following 
verses ; they were composed by our brother 
and predeces.~rJ the late Mr. Heny Hutchin
son, pastor, Be mond :-

"YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN." 
When J esns Christ was on the earth 
Among the sons of mee.ner birth, · 
He told His servants very pie.in, 
They truly must be born again. 
Although they did not clearly sce.n 
The way, the Lord laid down the plan; 
Still to His own He did explain 
How tbey must h,•re be born again .. 
Not by the will of man He said; 
By Me. the great, the living Head; 
I a.m the Lamb t;tiat ouce was tile.in, 
Who sa.ye," Ye must be born age.in." 
And this is why this change must be 
That you may ever be with Me! 
In bliss and joy for ever reign, 
Yet you must first be born again. 
And why, dear Lord, m:ust this take place 
I feel I am in much distress; 
I have a load of guilt and sin: 
Can I then sa.y, "rm born a.gain?" 
'Tie you, He cries, who feel the smart, 
And know the plague of. your own heart; 
Come here e.nd we.eh e.way thy sta.in, 
For truly you are born again. 
Lord, I'll presume to come to Thee, 
Since Thou hast bled and died for me; 
On Ce.lva,ry's cross for me wa.s ale.in, 
And tells me I am born a.gain. 

Two Waters. H. HUTOIDNSON. 
From yours in Jesus, WILLIAM Woo». 

We have given two sections out of three, 
whicb form this institution ; the pastor we 
•gave last month; the birth and bringing 
up of the Churc.h we. giye this month ; the 
pulpit and what it proclaims may come next. LIVERPOOL-lfasion, 121,Kensington. 

With the following note, we must close On the first evening of February, the few 
this chapter:- friends meeting here at a soda! gathering, 

DEARBROTHERBA!i'KB,-Thepamphlet presented their respected minister (B. V. 
gives a good ac,•onnt of the Lord's gracious Scott) with a quarto edition of Brown's 
dealinl?s with the Church at Mount Zion, Bible, in which was the following in!'Cription, 
Chadwell-street, from the commencement in gold, on purple lettering-piece-" Pre
until the present time. We are constrained sented to Benjamin V. Scott, by the friends 
to sav "What bath God wrought 1" The meeting for worship at 121, Kensington, 
whole' twenty-five years, peace! truth!! Liverpool, as a token of esteem and apprecia
prosperity ! ! ! " Not unto us, 0 Lord, not I tion of his services in the Gospel of our Lord 
unto us but unto Thy Name give glory, for J~sus Christ. February 1st, 1877. 'Thy 
Thy me:.Cy and for Thy truth's sake." Our Word is truth.'" The evening was spent in 
heloved pastor has laboured hard, indeed, in prayer and praise, and we trust that each 
the vineyard. His hair was black when he heart could truly re-echo the desii-e·expressed 
first came amongst us, it is now white. He by our brother Scott, in returning thanks 
h~s lived in the affections of the people, and that we might each be kept humble and 
his hands have been held up by their prayers. waitinl'! before God for H~ blessing upon His 
I consider our prosperity is greatly owing to own truth in this neighbourhood. Also that 
his constant attendance among his own this might be only an expre,sion of that 
people presiding at the Monday evening unity which he trusted would reign amongst 
prayer' meetings-indeed, at all the •ervices. them and cement them together, each one 
Would that every Church was blest as we esteeming his brethren better than himself. 
are and have been. I consider it must be a "As ye have received Christ, so walk ye in 
pleasing reflection to you that you were the Him.'' A.men, J. C. 
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"THE ORIGIN OF STRICT BAPTIST 
CHURCH AT BANGOR IN NORTH 
WALES. 
William Henry Bishop WM hom at Pon

"tesbury, near Shrewsbury, in the county of 
Balop, in the year 1839. He had a good 
-Christian mother, and it WM her death that 
aroused him to a sense of his condition 88 a 
sinner, and caused him to think of a future 
·state. He was converted to God in the 
Baptist chapel, Whitchurch, Salop, in th.e 
year 1866, while attending the ministry of 
that holy man of God, James Edward 
Yeadon. He was baptized the same year, 
on July 24, by Mr. Yeadon. The Church 
saw he had some gifts, and called him to 
exerrise them in preaching the everlasting 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. He did so 
with good results. Some time after, he was 
asked by Mr. Yeadon to become a co-pastor. 
This he refused, and bas regretted havinit 
done ao ever since. After the death of Mrs. 
Yeadon, he left Whitchurch and went to 
reside at Rhyl, North Wales. His attention 
was now called to the fact that there were 
one or two English Baptists in the city of 
Bangor. He went to look for them, and 
found ~ome good men and true. They were 
meeting in a small room, over a bellhanger's 
shop, up a great number of steps, -very 
difficult to come at. 

After some conversation, he was a•ked if 
he would preach for them ; he consented, 
although living thirty miles away. The 
room was soon too small. A plot of ground 
was bought by Mr. W. 0. Roberts (now 
senior deacon}, and sold to the trustee•. 
Some thought it would be better to defer 
building, but Mr. Bishop said, nil di8per
andum, now or never. The friends said, 
"What good will the chapel be; we have no 
funds to pay for supplies? " He said, " If 
the chapel is commenced, I will preach 
twelve months without lee or reward.•' 

The chapel was commenced forthwith; it 
was opened on the 19th of September, 1875. 
Mr. Bishop was ordained to the pastorate, 
Sept 21, ministers from London, Birming
ham, Manchester; Llandudno, and Rhyl, 
taking part in the service. He preached 
1he first year 102 sermons, and travelled 
2,500 miles to do this. The Lord has 
blessed borh Church and pastor. They have 
now a membership of over twenty bnptized 
persons, with fifty children in Sunday
school, and several good teachers, with our 
good brother Mr. Beck for superintendent. 
Sh~uld any friends from the large towns be 
in the neighbourhood, they will find a hearty 
welcome at the English chapel, Bangor. 
" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not 
all his benefits." 

[We expect soon to give correct photo
graph of our brother W. H. Bishop, and, 
God willing, to announce where, for some 
Sundays he will preach in London.-ED.] 

A NOTE FROM THE HEART 
DEAR BROTHBR,-Wearr. witb" heart

sickness" (Prov. xiii. 12), 'low" (18nm. 
ii. 7; Ps, cxvi. 6), "very low" (Ps- cxlii. 6), 
yet" hopinl!'" (Lam. ill, 26),and "waltinJI'," 

though not with that quietness that ber.omes 
a beggar and a criminal, who'!e mouth should 
be in the dust if so be there may be hope I 
dropped into yonr thirty-third annivers~ry 
services on Monday, Nov. 26, 1876. As I 
entered duriog the afternoon service, I beard 
your voice giving out those words of the 
hymn,-

" Lord, at Thy thre•hold I would wait 
While Jesus is within, ' 

Rather than !HI a, throne of sta.te 
Or dwell in tents of sin." ' 

As I sat and listened while that and the 
following verse ( which was the last) were 
being sung, I thanked God I arrived at the 
moment I did. 

Mr. Anderson's sermon was worth walking 
a mile or two to hear. 

Brother G. Webb ~aid to me after the 
sermon, in his genial and brotherly way, 
" You are a pretty sort of a fellow to run 
away from home." But I felt that I bad 
not done so, for I was among the Lord's 
people, and I was at home. 

I was fairly broken down in the evening 
when you opened the meeting by announcing 
that sweet hymn ot Kent's,-
" Great Rock for weary sinners made, 

When storms of sin infest the soul, 
Here let me rest my aching head 

While lightnings blaze and thu~dersroll." 
I saw you you quietly wipe away a tear, 

and that made me weep the more. I am not 
ashamed of my tears, yet somehow we like 
to weep in secret, and to pour them out 
before God. If I could, without notice, have 
retired into the lobby, my beart would have 
been relieved there. l returned home 
saying,- ' 

"Lord, at Thy threshold I would wait" 
~, Grea.t Rock for weary sinners made:" 

O for more of such seasons. 
Yours in Jesus, G. R. 

To C. W. Banks. 

IN THE FURNACE OF AFFLICTION. 
An Important TesUmony to the Faith

fulnes of Jehovah, and to the Precious
ness of the Promises. 

BY MR. ISAAC CHARLES JOHNSON, 
OF GRAVESEND. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE "EARTHEN 
VESSEL." 

MY DEAR SIR, -Comparatively, I am 
an obscure member of that section of the 
Churcb of Jesus Christ to which I have the 
honour to belong, denominated Particular 
Baptist; yet it is my privilege to be known 
by you, and to enjoy the respect and Christian 
affection of a considerable n um her of good 
people In different parts of the kingdom. I 
cnnnot pri\'ately correspoml with them all. 
Will you allow me, therefore, througb the 
medium of your periodical-which is read by 
a great number of my friends-to say a few 
words to you and them respecting myself 
and the goodness of Uod to me and mine. 

My first intimation is, that I have recently 
been in the furnace of affliction, relatively 
and personally. 

The angel of disease and death has been 
for some time past brooding witb dark and 
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noisome wiol!'ll over this particular locality, 
issuiog mephitic bl'<'Rlh on all around. 

The virus, in the form of scarlet fever, has 
entered many a dwelling, l"Rrrying off, in 
some cases, nearly all the children in some 
families. 

On each sMe of my residence, in front, 
behind, anrl all around, many, both old and 
younii;, ba,•e been prostrated by it. 

On the 9th ultimo it entered my otherwise 
healthful aborle :-

January 9th, Henry, aged 16 months 
,, 10th, Willie, ,, 3 years 

11 th, Charlie, ,, 7 ,, 

" 

11 th, Mabel, ,, 9 ,, 
17th, Lily, ,, 11 
19th, Katie, ,, 5 ,, 
21st, Rosie, ,, 10 ,, 
24th, A Valued Servant; 
27th, Myself. 

Now this wa• a severe trial ; a chastise
ment from the Lord; I accept it. as such, and 
pray for submission to the Divine will, 
knowing that, "Whom the Lord loveth He 
cha.steneth, and scourgeth every s~n whom 
He re~eiveth." "It ye be without chastise
ment whereof all are partakers, then are ye 
bast~s and not sons." 

~, Bastards may escape the rod, 
Sunk in sensual vain delight; 

Bnt the trne-born child of God 
Ca,nnot, would not, if he might." 

It is under afflictive dispensations that one's 
reli;rion is put to the test ; when health and 
temporal prosperity are enjoyed, religion of 
the right kinrl is a great bie.ssiog, but it is 
in the 1uroace where it.• reality is put to the 
trial. My friends will ask, per~aps, Well, 
bow did and do you get on ? I will reply by 
saving that my experience was more ol faith 
tlian plea•urable feeling. "No affliction for 
the present is joyous, but grievous.'' There 
was, however, a solid resting upon Divine 
purposes of me:"Y made _known by exceeding 
great and precious promtses. . 

Two Scriptures came to my mmd at the 
commencement of the trial, and have 
remained with me daily and hourly ever 
since. First, "When thou passest through 
the waters I will be with thee; anrl through 
the rivers they shall not overflow thee ; 
when thou walkest through the fire thou 
shalt not be burned ; neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee." 

J have realised the power of ~bese sbal:s 
and wills. The Lord has been wttb me, not 
indsed in a way of sen~ible enjoym~nt of. the 
Divine presence, but ID a way of phy~1~al, 
mental and spiritual support. The rivers, 
though' up to the chin, did not destructively 
overflow. The fire, though hot, bas not 
destroyed me, but I trust it bas m~de. me 
more and more to feel my need of a tsav1our 
that saws, of an atonement that ~tones, of 
a foun tHin that cleanses from all sm, and of 
a sanctification that makes us " meet to he 
partakers of the inheritance of the s_aint~ _in 
light." I feel more and more the mutihty 
of all systems of 1·eli~ion that. J,av~ _not _G;oll 
in the Triuity of His Perso~s for then· urr~m, 
proJ;rress, and con,..~mm~ttoo. Roma ism, 
Rationalism, and R1tuahsm, I fed to be a 

trinity of Antichrist, and am thankful to be· 
delivered and preserved from their baneful 
influence. 

The other Scripture on which I have been 
enabled to rest, is this, "Call upon Me in 
the dav of trou hle ; I will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt 1tlorify Me." I have cnlled 
upon Him. I am waiting for the promised 
deliverance, and desire to 1tlori(v His N 11me. 
" When He bath tried me I shall come forth 
as gold." 

With such a contagious and infectious
disease in the house, it is not to be wondered 
at that help from without wns diflfoult to 
obtain ; and having one servant disabled, it 
necessarily put great strain upon my dear 
wife, who, with nimble feet, AAillul hands, 
and a sanctified judgment, attended night 
and day to t.he thousand wants of each, urged 
on by that wonrlrous prinr.iple, maternal love. 
The Lord's Name be praised for His gracious 
flOOdne•s in granting her the l'f'quired 
strength in the time of need. I am tbnnk
ful to sav that some of the children have 
recovered° without after effects. One is deaf, 
onlv temporarily, I trust; two are still 
suffering, hut will, I sincerely hope, be 
brought through in the Lord's own time. 
A• for my•elf. I am convalescent ; but as 
the disorder killed the epidermis, I dare not 
venture out until I get a new one. I know 
many prayers have been offered up to God 
for me and mine by the Church to which 
I have the privilege to belong. I do 
esteem it a gl'f'at blessing to be connected 
with the Church militant in holy fellowship 
and communion, to have dear friends to 
think of me and care for me. The good 
Lorri ahnndantly bless them. 

I will not tre•pass further on your space 
(but would apologise for so much detail), 
anrl woulrl a•k you, dear Sir, and all my 
friends, to join me in prai•ing Him who is 
too wi•e to err and too good to be unkind, 
but bath done all thinii;s well. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours sincerely, 

Gravesend, I. C. J. 
January 18, 1877. 

BLACKMORE, ESSEX.-Not a few 
were asking, "What was the matter?" We 
are decidedly grieved to find Mr. Trotman 
has bPen lair! ,town in severe illneos; hut he 
ha• preached in Cambridge r,cently for Mr. 
M rCur,, and we hope he will recover. J. 
H .'s letter tells us his absence at the Hall 
ha• caused pain. " S. L. F." either did not 
m•an Backrnore, or he has made some mis
take. 

IVINGHOE.-One of Deborah's daugh
ters wa• iu the Baptist chapel, Ivinghoe, Feb. 
4. 1877. The anci,nt patria,·chial pastor, 
Willinm Collyer, preached and broke bread 
to the Church. He is he,ond eighty years 
of age. He lrnn been fifty-five years in the 
ministry. 'fhe Church at Ivinghoe is over 
seventy ye~rs old. A good school, n faithful 
pa•tor, a tried people. Deborah says, "Come 
and help us I " God williog, we mean to. 
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ZION CHAPEL, NEW-CROSS ROAD. 
The thirteenth anniversary of Mr. J. S. 

Anderson's pastorate was celebrated on Feb
ruary 6th. 

In the afternoon a sermon was preached by 
Mr. J. Hazelton, ol Clerkenwell, after which 
about 200 friends partook ol tea together in 
the schoolroom. 

A public meeting was held in the evening, 
which was well attended, the pastor presiding. 
_After singing, prayer wu o:ltered by the 
venerable M1·. W. Flack, who, though evi
dently greatly afflicted, yet in bis approaches 
to the throne of grace was so simple and 
childlike, that his words must have lound an 
echo in ioany hearts p1·esent. 

The chairman said, " Thirteen years ago, 
on the first Lord's-day in January, I stood 
for the first time as pastor ol this Church. 

• Many days have past since then, 
Many changes we bave seen, 
Ye~ have been upheld till DOW;. 

·and I am sure we can all unanimously ex
claim,-

' Who could bold us up bot Thou?' 

I have been highly favoured during these 
thirteen years. I have never been laid aside 
for a day; indeed it is now nearly thirty 
yeal'S since I have had to forego a preaching 
engagement lo consequence of illness. It is 
a great mercy to myselt' personally, and also 
to the Church relatively, who has thus been 
spared the expense and anxiety attendant 
upou having to find supplies, &:c. The cause 
during these yeal'S has prospered. There_ 
was a little parenthesis ol nearly two yea1"S, 
when I was away at Bradford. It turned 
out a great mercy to me, although it was a 
great mistake on my part when l left Zion, 
and it was a great mistake on the part of the 
Church at Bradford when they asked me to 
leave. But it has given me the opportunity 
of seeing that God overrules even our mis
takes for goud. He bas overruled that for 
good in many ways. I~ one particular, I 
lormed, through the blessmg ol God, friend
ships there which I trust will be everlasting 
in duration. They were angry with me for 
coming back, but they did not cease to love 
me. '!'hey said, If you must you must but 
if we can do 1mything for you at any 'time 
we will. Well, when we wanted to enlarge 
our place of meeting, I did not forget to tell 
them ; and when I went down there last 
summer, I brought back with me £240 
towards paying lor our improvements. Since 
my return, eight yeal'S ago, we have gone on 
as usual; there has been no puffing in the 
magazines, no flaming reports of wonderful 
tbiugs, lor my brethren in office are entirely 
at oue with me in disliking l'eligious puff. I 
have tried to preach the Gospel as best I 
could, and there has never been a year during 
my pastorate I hat some have not been added 
to the Chu1·ch by baptism, sometimes a goodly 
number. The past yeor, as vou may easily 
ima11·ine, when you contrast the building in 
which we meet lo-night with that in which 
we met some thirteen months ago, has been 
one of labour and anxiety; but the Lord has 

led us through it. I am surrounded by p;ood 
men and true. We have seven deacons to 
attend to the business of the Church ; but 
there is one dear face we miss to-nil!'ht we 
cannot think of hut with leelinj!'s of sadneEs 
and sorrow. I have no difficulty in trying 
to suit tl·e services to meet the pleasure of 
one or another. I go on preaching what I 
believe, and I feel sure the members ol the 
Church and those in office believe as I do. 
They don't helieve it because I do, nor do I 
believe as they, for the same rea•on; hut 
having been taught by the same Spirit, we 
love the same grand truth•, and stand I,y 
the same doctrines. The work we have had 
in hand has been a very important one, but 
we have the happiness of declaring to you to
night, the Lord has fulfilled the promise of 
His Word, and a.sour day so has our strength 
been. Notwithstanding the very exceptional 
weather we have had since our re-opening, 
the attendance has thoroughly j u•tified our 
enlargement. The pool has been opened 
once, and I have had the pleasure ol baptizing 
six into the name of the Triune Jehovah. As 
God has ghen us enlarged premises and, in 
proportion, an enlarged congregalion, I can• 
not but feel He will continue tu give a larger 
blessing with His Word. We expect the 
blessing and we shall have it. I do not think 
we have increased in number during the past 
year, for death has been busy amongst us, 
and others have been removed to di•tant 
places; at the present time we have about 
sixty members scattered over the different 
counties at home, and many abroad. It is 
no small mercy, as a pastor, to be able to 
make these remarks, and to tell you that 
pastor and deacons and people are working 
lovingly and harmoniously together,seekiog-, 
with one heart and one mind, the honour and 
glory of our God, in the ingnthering of His 
elect." 

Mr. Holden spoke on " the Design of the 
Christian Ministry." He said, "It was 
most essential that every Christian minister 
should have considerable acquaintance with 
such n suhject, for if a man be engaged in a 
work, and he bas no idea of its design, be is 
likely to fall into a great many errOl'S. We 
are agreed that the Christian mini•try is 
Divinely appointed; and as God has a design 
in every appointment He has made, in every
thing that.He pe1 mits, as well asin everything 
that He decrees, therefore, we believe He 
has a design in the Christian ministry. 
First, negatively, the Chl'istian ministry was 
never instituted bv God in order that a cer
tain class of men 1night be invested with what 
they are pleased to call evangelical authority, 
to exercise priestly rule over their fellow-men. 
The apostle recognised thi~ truth, when he 
said, 'not that we have dominion over your 
faith, but are helpel'S together of your joy,' 
It was never designed that creature works, 
or will, or righteousness, or holiness, should 
be sub,tituted for the work of the Holy 
Spirit, the design of the grace of God li'om 
the nll-sufli,•iency of the righteousoe~ and 
holiness of the Lord Jesus. The design of 
the Christian ministry is the ingatheriog of 
the whole election of grace, and engaged in 
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this work as I am, I feel that while I cannot 
indiscriminately invite sinners to the Gospe11 
firstly, it •hou let he the desire snd design ot 
the Christian mini•ter so to speak that, under 
God's ble••ing, he may arrest the attention of 
the careles.<, the prayerless, and the indifferent 
among hi< hearers. I cannot understand 
those ministers who go on year after year 
without making some kind of an appeal. 
E"ery ap11eal shou Id he in strict &ccordance 
with the doctrines of sovereign grace; but 
there •hould be an earnestness of soul mani• 
fested by the minister, that it should be evi
dent to his bearers that the burning desire·of 
his heart is that •inners might be gathered 
unto Ch1·ist. Secondly, being gathered in, 
the de.sign of the ministry is to feed, comfort, 
and edify those who are thus gathered in. 
'Vl'e have the commission given by our Lord 
to His servant Peter, ' Feed My sheep.' 
Then the •11n•tle gh•es directions to those who 
feed the flock of God, which He has pur
chased with His own blood. In Isaiah we 
have the "E,Xpress command, 'Comfort ye, 
comfort ye My people.' Our God knew 
that His people would stand in need of com
fort, and the comfort they need is contained 
in the Gospel ; we have in a few words set 
llefore ns the substance of that Gospel, 'Cry 
unto her, that her warfare is accomplished.' 
Another design is the per11etuation of the 
name and the fame of Jesus. That minister 
who does not make it his constant aim to 
exalt thepel"'on and work of the Lord Jesus, 
irives no evi,lence that he understands the 
design of the Christian ministry. But per
hap< the grandest design of the ministry is 
the glory of a Triune Jehonb. God had his 
own glory in view in the salvation of His 
Church. The Gospel, with all its precept•, 
promise<, and blessing•, is committed to the 
trust of those whom God has judged faithful 
by putting them into the mini-try, an~ that 
Go<pel will never eease to be a power Ill the 
world until the last elect vessel of mercy is 
gathered in." 

Mr. Box. jun., •poke on "The-Certainty 
of the Snccess of the Gospel," as shown in 
Isa. Iv. 10. 11. He said, "The character of 
the Gospel was set forth by one word, Reve
lation. The rew·lation of wltllt was in the 
eternal mind and heart from all eternity; a 
descriptiun of the method of lvation, not 
only the re,•elation that God would save sin
ners, but hy Hi• flon, and through the power 
of His Holv Spirit. The Gospel came as the 
light briniing conviction into the soul, and 
layini:( thesinner low at the feet of his Saviour, 
crying 'God be merciful to me a sinner.' 
All other hopes are cut off when we become 
convinced that we are sinners, but that con
viction is a proof that we are born ap:Ain, not 
of corruptible seed hut of incorruptible seed 
that liveth and "bideth for ever. The Gospel 
is the declaration of God'• thoughts about us, 
and it i<also tl,eoutcome of the Divine relation
ship suh<isting between His people and Hirn
sell. We were chosen in Christ Jesus, but 
we•houlrl never have known itifit were not 
for the Gospel." 

Mr. Masterso 1 followed with an eloquent 
address on" The Work of the Holy Spirit" 

Mr. John Webb spoke on" The Weapons of 
our Warfare," not being carnal, but mighty 
through God. Sometimes carnal weapons 
were used for spiritual purposes and failed 
and sometimes ~piritual weapons were used 
in a carnal manner? and likewise failed, as 
wheR Rowland Hill, noticin!f a pel'80n 
asleep, threw the Bible at him, exclaiming, 
" If you won't hear the Gospel, you shall 
feel it." Ministers were not re•ponsible for 
the success of their preaching, but they 
were responsible as to what and how 
they preached, Let us study to please 
tl1e Master, and we shall be sure to 
please •ome of His people. We can say with 
Pau I, " I am not ashamed of the Go•gel•of 
ChrM ;" and God grant that we may never 
bring any shame upon it, 

Mr. Meeres gave a few choice irleason the 
"011en Fountain," and the closing pr11yer 
wa• offered hy Mr Brittain, ofWO<llwich. 

The proceeding• were varied by the singing 
ohevernl hymns, under the leadership of Mr, 
W .. T. Nash; and collections were made on 
behalf of the Aged Ministera' Fund. 

T.G.C.A. 

DEATH OF MR. J. CRAMPI:l'f. 
This devoted minis$er of Christ pa•sed 

awav to his rest, on Friday morning, Feb. 
2, 1877, and his outer tabernacle wa- c,om
mitted to the grave at Wadilesdon Hill, by 
Mr. Meekins. He had preached at Ake
man-street rhapel, Tring, hut a very few 
day• before his call homewarrl c•me. He 
l1ad laboured in the Go•pel ministry for fortr 
yeara at Rtreatham, A•ton Clinton, 
Leicester, Wadrlesdon Hill, Tring, and 
in many other parts, He wa.• once editor 
of a little monthly, was a stud,nt of the 
Word of God, and a very honournble man, 
of a quick and_ cbeerful spirit, transparent 
and truthful. W'e hil!'hly'eRtPemed him; 
all who really knew him re•p•eted and 
valued him for his devotion, upri!rhtriess, and 
willinen••s to serve the Churc,hes of our 
Lord. He was not an old man, hut ·his 
pathway of late had severely tronhled his 
spirit. No doubt, a memoir of him will be 
published. 

COBHAM.-Mr. Cornforth says, "The1·e 
are no Baptist ministers here ; there ore a 
few Bn11ti~t• who worship by themselves; 
they "have no pastor; they are ultras, are 
contPnt to jl.'O to henven alone." Is this 
true? It made us feel a desil'll to have the 
011port11nily of tellinir the Ritnalists and 
Methodi•ts of Cobham that all Bnptist• nre 
not like the Cohhnm Bnptists. Cannot the 
Cobham Rapt.is!• gPI a preacher who would 
1!'0 out Into th• hii1hways and lovini:(ly pro
rl•im the full Gospel of our Lord J ••us 
Chri•t? Can n mnn be a true and faithful 
ChrMiftn and have no concern, use no 
Bible means, to-

11 TPII to rdnners a11 o.rouncl, 
Whe.t e. dear Se.vlour ho hae found?" 

Ha.• Mr. C. spoken the truth of you Cobham 
Baptists? 
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A PRECIOUS MEMOIR OF A GOOD 
MAN. 

Mr. Peter Pearson, of Hallffelds, Bilston, 
departed hence to the better land, Dec. 20, 
1876. The deceased was for many years a 
very active and useful deacon of the Broad
street Baptist Church, Bilston. The week
night servires were generally conducted by 
him, end his experimental expositions were 
very comlortinl!' and establishing to the 
tried children of God, and his Jos.• is much 
felt by the widowed Church. He was also. 
up to a short period before his death, a zealous 
end devoted Sabbath-school teacher, and 
some of his class are treading in the narrow 
way, end own their change, under God, to 
his "warning counsels end earnest prayers. 
He was interred at Dark-house c'hapel, 
Cosby. On Sunday evening, January 7th, a 
funeral sermon was preached in Broad-street 
chapel to a large congregation of mourning 
relations and friends by his old and esteemed 
friend, Mr. 8. Cozens, of Willenhall, from 
the words, "Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord." After R lengthened exposi
tion of the text under the following heads
I. The dying place of the believer-" In the 
Lord." II. The paradoxical fact-" The dead 
which die." III. The blessedness of the 
dead, &c. 

Mr. Cozens said, My old fiiend and brother, 
Mr. Peter Pearson, was no ordinary 
man. He was proud of belonging to an 
ancient met that. was of old time everywhere 
spoken against. He was a p~iest in that 
royal priesthood who offer up spiritual sacri
fic_es acceptable to God, by Jesus Christ, 
His "gracen before meat, often seasoned 
with' the s~lt of gratitude, made the refresh
ments we partook of all the more re
freshing. His earnest and eloquent prayers 
have been to us as eagles' wings, carrying up 
our spirits from the valley of Baca to the 
the mount of Goq. In days that are past 
we have sometimes n.sked ourselves, Is it a 
man or an angel talking with God? The 
language was so sublime, and the access so 
near to the throne, and the familiarity so 
heavenly, that we have listened as though a 
Divine child was in converse with a Divine 
Father. Never have we heard such prayers, 
not even from a bi•hop's lips. We have 
dwindled into insignificance, and earnestly 
coveted his wondrous gift. His prayers have 
brought salvation to him in some most im
minent perils.• His forcible and emphatic 
manner of reatlin!I" the Scriptures has car
ried solemn conviclion to our heart that we 
were listening, not to the words of man, but 
to the utterances of a God. But few men 
could read out and express the spirit of the 
text of truth as our beloved brother Peter. 
As I never heard a man pray as he could 
pray, so I ne,•er heard a man read the 
Bible liS he could rend it. . 

He _was an honourable man; and if an 

• How much his family o.nd l'ela.tions o.ro 
indebted to hia prayers, or ro.ther how many 
boneH.r;e they ho.ve receh~ed in answer to his 
supplications. God Himself, tho Auswerer of 
1>rayer1 only 1':llows. 

" honest man is the noblest work of God " 
then he was one of God's noble men, for he 
was as honest as the day. He was not only 
a t~oroughly honest man, but he wa.~ pre
emmently a good m•n, actuated by the 
•trongest motive-power that could ever in
fluence _the life of man-viz., the Jrood work 
of God m the soul. He worked out his own 
salvalion, because God worked in him both 
to will and to do do. And of him it might 
be ,aid, " Behold the perfect man, for the 
end of that man is peace." And the memory 
of such good men is blessed to those who 
know them best. 

I visited our dear brother twice in his last 
illness, and the first interview was so pleasant 
and profitable that it wa.• painful to•a:,, Good
bye to him. My last visit was on December 
the 14th. He knew me, and after a very 
sensible squeeze of the band, he closed bis 
eyes. I said, 

"On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand.'' 

He echoed,. "All other ground is- sinking 
sand." Thereupon he closed bis eyes and 
fell into a doze. I spoke into his ear," Sweet 
fields beyond the swelling flood,'' and re
marked, "You see them sometimes." He 
suddenly opened his eye.•, and put up both 
hi• hands, as in a•tonishment, and said, 
"Yes, I was just looking at them this mo
ment. Yes, 'stand dressed in lh-ing green.'" 
That was a most singular coin~irlence, and 
to me the more striking, becausejust before, 
Mrs. Pea~n, bis wife, sairl 1 "HPre i~ Mr. 
Cozens come to see you, and you don't talk 
to him." I remarked," I will speak to him 
presently." I do not like boring dying be
lievers with a multitude of words, or dis
turbing those sarred thoughts that may pos
sess the soul at the door of eternity, at the 
opening door of the holiest d all. I wait 
and walcb, and look up to God to Impress. 
me with some word that shall be helpful to• 
the soul treadin.e; the verge of Jordan. 
And therefore it was more than coincidence 
to me that 1 should speak with my tongue ot 
th_at upon which the eyes of his hope and 
faith were steadfastly gazing. 

After praying JVith him, which exercise to
me was divinely sweet, I snirl, "We have 
had many hapJ>Y hours together." He re
plied, " We ba,·e-we have-we have-we 
have." I answered, "And by-and-hye we'll 
meet again, and then lou,lest of the crowd 
we'll sing." " I have sni,I that many times," 
was the reply. And then he kis.•ed me 
again and again, as I bad never been kissetl 
by saintly lips before. When I said "We 
have spent many happy hours together,' I 
referred to the time when, a quarter of a 
century ago, I used to visit him weekly, for 
the sole purpose of spiritual intercourse, 
which wa.• always very profitahle, edi~l'ing, 
and greatly a<-•isted me in my service for the 
saints, I cannot tell you how many suhjects 
his conversations have sug1rested to my 
mind. He wns one of God's help•, for 
which the gratitude of memor.v is profoundly 
thankful. P,ace to bis memory. His mem
mory Is embahped in the unforgotten days 
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and years of the happiest portion of our 
ministerial life. 

What i• our consolation in these afflicting 
bere1l\·ements? This-" Them that sleep in 
Jesus (literally, ' Them that are laid to 
sleep by Je•us ') will God bring with Him." 
~ t ~• th~ nurse hushing h_er infant to sleep 
ID 11s mght cradle, to rise again in the 
morning liirht of immortality. 
"H ma.t.ters not at what hour o' day 
The ri,:hteous fall asleep. De,ath cannot come 
To t-hose untimely who are flt to die, 
The les.s of this cold wol'ld, the more of heaven• 
The briefer life, the earlier immorta.lity." ' 

A STRAY NOTE ON ADAM AND EVE. 
It h~s been wisely said with regard to the 

forma11on of E,•e, that "she wa.• not made 
out <_>f the head of Adam to top him, not out 
of his fe,et !O be trampled Ul(On by him, but 
01;1t of Ins side to be Pqual with him; under 
his arm to be protected, and near his heart 
to be beloved." It is'also considered that she 
was "built" not only of Adam's bone hut 
with a !urge lump of l1is flesh (Gen. ii.'23) 
sinl!'ularly indicative of thP. Church's union t~ 
Christ;" Luilt up in Him" (Col. ii. 7), par
takers of His flesh and blood. And as a rib 
is not stra;ght in it.elf, neither is 'the body 
perfect wi111ou t the head. I cannot quite 
see with my brother R. A. Lawrence (and I 
know bis love is so great that he will not 
hesitate to forgive me if I am wrong) respect
inir the " building" of the mother of all 
H:ving after the Sabbath day, without doinll' 
violence to the words in Gen. ii. 8 where it 
is expressed that He (God) rest/d from all 
hi,; works; and Eve, I think must be con
sidered among the all, as ~be is distinctly 
mentioned a• being the work ot the sixth 
day (Gen. i. 27, 81). She was doubtless in 
him (Adam) and out of him both in the same 
day. It is thought by some that Adam was 
created of both se:ees, because it is sairt "in 
the image of God created He him; male and 
female created He them." Adam was a name 
not strictly confined to himself as the father of 
the human race, but, likelwmo, wasapplicaQle 
to woman (man-ess) as well as man. He was 
made the " roof and crown " of the whole 
fahric of the human race, and God named 
him Adam [Adamah, ground or red earth], 
in all probability to keep before· him ·the real 
nature of his mortal state. Adam was the 
image of God-an intelligent being; possessing 
reason, understanding, imagination, volition, 
&c. In short, he was created a spirit, to 
reflect God's righteousness and love, and in 
hi- pristine glory capable of holding fellow-
9hip with Him. But bow far we have fallen 
from our first standing is only seen in the 
sufferings of Christ the Second Adam. 

Waltham Abbey. W. WINTERS. 

WALTHAM ABBEY.-We hear a good 
,l'Ork is on the wheels in Ebenezer. Brother 
William Winters is preaching. successfully, 
and baptizing frequently. The cause at 
Ebenezer, like Aaron's rod, in more sen•es 
than one, will prevail. To have the Lord 
-00 our side is better than all the wealth this 
world can give. 

MR. JOHN MEAD. 
7'o the Editor of the " Earthen Ves.,el." 

MY DEAR 8IR,-lt if gratifying to find 
that one and another are giving vent to their 
feelings respecting the state of' affairs at the 
Surrey tabernacle, and 'that you so kindly 
permit the insertion of their letters in the 
Earthm Vessel. 

These are not the times (nor indeed are 
any others) to extol our fellow-creatures aa 
creatures, or to puff' up a man by wnv of 
ad,•ertisement; but there are occasions when 
we are called upon to speak of a man as we 
find him, and as the Lord has made him. 

There are very many of your readers who 
of course are not members at the Surrey 
tabernacle, nor do they ever attend there ; 
but there are some who have been 1·egular 
attendants there for years, and who love the 
truth from nece~ity, who are not members• 
and the Earthen Vessel being so larirely 
circulated among them (as eviifenced by the 
numbers sold every month at the door) is the 
surest medium through which we can address 
them. 

Your correspondent in the February num
ber very justly suggests that it is gl'ievous 
that a man who has been so blessed to many 
and who is so signally favoured with preach~ 
ing abilities as our brother J oho Mead, should 
go to be an under-shepherd to another Church. 
It is patent to all. both Church and congrega
tion, that we need a minister, and that the 
present state of things is, to say the least, 
unsatisfactory. The tlurrev tabernacle pulpit 
is a large pulpit in more •enses than one; 
and it requires a man somewhat above the 
average calibre to fill it. Now, what kind 
of man do we require? He must be a mliD 
natm·ally intelligent, and a ,:tood •peaker; 
this we have in John Mead. He must bean 
educa•ed man, a well-read and a deeply
thinking man; if not a learned, a learning 
man•; this we have, as all will admit, in 
John Mead. He must be a man who is well 
established in the truth, from a personal 
knowledge of his need of it, and able to 
deal out that truth doctrinally and experi
mentally; this, it cannot be denied, we have • 
in John Mead. He must be a man who can 
bring us a great variety without any con
trariety, who can bring forth out of the .good 
treasure of his heart good things to feed the 
hungry, satiate the thirsty, encom·all'e· the 
fearful, strengthen the weak, comfort the 
tried, and •et forth the Saviour in His suita
bility to a sensible sinner in whatever state he 
is ; this we have had ample proof of late 
that we h01ve in John Mend. We want a 
man who will not read a long chapter in a 
monotone without any comment, but who 
will, as be goes along, irive utterance 'to his 
thoughts upon it, and thereby throw a con
sideruhle light upon God's Holy Word; 
much good has been effected by these run
ning comments upon the portion read (as 
those who for.so many years h~nrd o~r late 
pastor can testify). Thi• we also have m our 

• Although one o! our members o.t the prayer
meeting Rome time back, when pra.ying for 
e. minister, told the Lord, "We don't we,nt no 
grammar in the pulpit." 
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brother John Mead; and lastly, not to take 
up your •pace unnecessarily, we want a man 
who is evulently intended by God to be the 
bearer of His Word to the soul• of men; 
who has tl,eir good, nnd that of Zion gene
rally, at heart; and who Is willing to con
secrate all his talent, time, and energy to the 
cause of the blessed God; this we evidently 
have in John •Mead. 

It is admitted on all sides that we need a 
pastor, and can we point to any one of the 
supplies that we have had for the last six 
year•, who answers better to the above re
quirements than John Mead? 

That the Church and congrej!"ation may 
be led to take the right step in this matter is 
the wish of us all, and of none more so than 

Yours in the Gospel of Christ. 
. J.C. L. 

[There is evidently a growing desire for 
a settled pastor at the Surrey tabernacle; 
and we know the heart.q of some are warmly 
set upon Mr. John Mead. We cannot this 
month say more than express our convic
tion, that if this spiritual child of the late 
beloved pastor is ordained by heaven to he 
bis spiritual father's successor, God will cer
tainly bring it to pass.-ED.] 

A NOTE ON 
"THE EA RT HEN VESSEL," 

BY THOMAS STRINGli:R, 
Minister of Earl-street Chapel, London

road. 
This remarkable Vessel has been afloat on 

the world's tumultuous waves nearly thirty
three years. lt l1as been well laden with 
glorious Gospel truth in its doctrinal, experi
mental, and practical departments-together 
with the conversions, experiences, trials, 
triumphs, lives, and deaths of the saints of 
the Most Higb. It bas, also, carried valuable 
and useful intelligence relative lo the Churches 
into very many parts of the universe, and 
has conveyed much comfort, edification, and 
insh·uction to the people of God in localities 
where the Gospel is scarely heard or known. 
It has nobly pleaded the cause of the poor and 
needy. 'rhe honourable conductor (or editor) 
has laboured bard for thirty-three years to 
store the Vessel with solid, sound, substan
tial commodities-such as real Christians 
love, must and will have ; and the editor has 
the_reJ)y subjected himsell to calumny and 
contempt from evil-disposed persous in all 
quarters. " But none of these things move 
him." He still remains undaunted, unhurt, 
calm, and composed amidst the violence of 
the waves. At his last public meeting I 
desired him, if I should outlive him, not to 
bequeath (in his will) to me the editorial 
office of the Earthen Vessel, as I feared 
that, like a policeman, I should draw my 
truncheon, and make use of it. We are not 
all as mild as cucumbers. I am pleased to 
see the'well-consti·ucted Vessel sail on aj!"ainst 
wind and tide, with the Bible-frei1rht of un
compromising, immutable, infallible, and 
eternal truth, Little-minded religious ped
lars have endeavoured to sto11 its progress; 
but in vain. Two great guns, cast in the 
Infernal foundry, have been mounted against 

it on the Standard rampa1'te-one of these 
destructive weapons is calJed " E, mitv " 
and the other • • Prejudice;" and, althou~h 
volleys of ill-feeling, hard speeches, and cruel 
misrepresentations have been fired at it, not 
so much as a flaw or a scratr.h ha• rfefa<"ed 
the noble Veasel. Surely it must he DivinP)y 
prole('fed ! or it must have been shattered to 
atoms, and sunk in the deep of enviou"',joy long 
before now! And, as for the editor, he is"° 
blest with self-command, that in the heat of 
the battle he cheerfully sin:?s, 

u With rhrist in the Vessel 
, I smile a.t the storm.'' ' 

The Lord spare and preserve him for manv 
years, and his Vessel too; and may it sail 
the world around with heavy cargoe• of e-lad 
tidinj!"s of great joy to all people-well filled 
with the j!"lorious Gospel of the bla•ed God, 
which shall stand firm and fa•t when the 
world. i, in a blaze. And may its staple 
l'Ommoditie.• still be the Father'• eternal and 
undiminishable love, the Son's oberlient life 
and atoninj!" death, the Spirit's regenerating 
j!"race and iuvincible tuition-with all the 
Gospel order and ordinance• for the hou•ehold 
of faith-the Church of the living God. 

God speed the Earthen Vessel. and kee~ 
it clear from all unprofitable contro,•ersies, 
and make its truthful <'ontents a perpetual 
bles.•ing to the souls of tens of thousands of 
Adam's fallen race-to the everlastinl!' 
honour, praise, and glory of His great, holy, 
and exalted Majesty. So prays one of its 
advocates for truth's sake. 

. T. STRINGER, 
February 6, 1877. 

HOXTON.-Special services were held 
at Bethel chapel, Newton-street, Boxton, 
nn Lord's-day, Jan. 28th, when three ser
mons were preached; that in the morning 
by our pastor, Mr. Osmond ; in the after
noon, by Mr. Vaughan, of Hackney; in 
the evenimz, by Mr. Styles, of lslinitton. 
Ou the following Tuesday, Jan. 30th, a tea 
and publi<' meetinj!" was held, at which 
brethren Woodward, Evans, Brown, Dearsly, 
Phillips, and Dallimore were preSPnl. The 
chnir was taken hy E. Bland, R•q. Mr. 
Miller implored the Divine bles.•ing. The 
chairman expressed how happy he felt in 
beinit present on such an occasion ; having 
known our beloved pa•lor for n j!"rra t many 
years, he felt a deep interest in ,verything 
that concerned him. He then informed the 
friends that the special ohject of thP meeting
was to Jiqni,lnte the debt. of £290 on the 
chapel. Our brethren ga,·e u• aclilres.•es 
upon P•alm xxiii., which cau•ed our souls 
to rejoice and be itlad. It wa• in,leecl a 
time of refre•hing from the Lord. The Church 
is strugj!"ling to clear off the dehl on the 
chapel; we shall feel deeply thankful ii our 
kind friends will assist us to do •o by way of 
donation or•ubscription, which will be thank
fulh· received and acknowletlged by Mr. J. 
Joliy, trrnsurer. 69, Shepperton-rciad,. New 
North-road, J.lington. "The earth 1s the 
Lord's nnd the fulnes.• thereof." M ny He 
di•p<>-oe the hearts of all who love Hi• truth 
to come and help us. H. M. 
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CAMBER WELL. - DEAR MR. BERMONDSEY.-Servlces to commem-
En_xToR,-1 was very much pleased, and I oTate the eighth anniversary of the settlement 
beheve many of God's dear saint, will rejoice of Mr. R. A. Lawrence, were helcl on Lord's
to see the piece fl'Om one of your corre- day, 4th, and Tuesday, 6th Fehrnarv. The 
spondents, in February VfSSEL respecting pastor preached mornh!g and e~ening on the 
his ,,i,it to that highly-fin·oured ~pot, Grove 4th, when good collections were realised for 
<'ha~el, Camberw~ll, as there are many of the building fund. On Tuesday afternoon 
Goos dear aged samts ~cattered in all parts Mr. T. J. Messer opened the services by 
where )'Our VESSEL sails, who were blessed reading and prayer, while Mr. Myerson 
in years gone by within those walls, under followed with a sermon upon the word• " It 
that bold champion for truth, Joseph Irons. is well." Tea (kin,lly given by Mr. Ph1ilcox 
I can hear testimony to the truth of every producing £3 5s. 9d.) follo"·ed this service: 
statement ot_your correspondent, _as I was The evening meeting was well attended and 
favoured to sit under the ministry the last was presided over hy William Beach, Esq., of 
few years ot dear Mr. Irons' life• 0heard him Chelmsford. On the platform were Messrs. 
d~liver _his last sermon, and was' present at Messer, Stringer, Cornwell, Myerson 
his bunal. I ha,•e seen the chapel when it together with Messrs. Beach, Rundell: 
was a great favour to get a seat., or even Boulden, Fowler, and Mr. Lawrence's three 
standing room. But alter hi~ death I was well-tried deacons, Kennett, Stringer and 
mO\•ed in the providence of God to bear the Knott, and Mr. Lawrence himself. 'Mr. 
late J es.se Gwinnell ; and, after bis death, J I Me ... ser delivered a perfect oration, chaining 
returned to the Grove. But what gloom the attention of his audience, dwelling much 
what desolation years -had made• old face~ upon the apostle's words, " Brethren pray 
gone, pews empty, _divi•ions, an.i' wars and for us." Mr. fltringerspokewell upon1 "the 
tumults; the enemies of God and Hi• Christ golden bottom" of Solomon's chariot• Mr. 
rejoici_ng and saying," Ah, ah, so would we Cornwell on the "purple covering;" 'while 
have tt." And many of God's dear sainl.<I Mr. Henry Myer!!on followed with a warm
were grieving, fearing that the once- hearted little speech; and Mr. Boulden 
favoured •pot would become a wilderness. expressed the most kindly feelings towards 
But our Go,!; aecording to the sovereignty Mr. Lawrence and bis Church. During the 
of His purpose, places Hi• ministers whe,·e evening, collecting cards, donations given, 
He will and when He will. He beard the and the collections, brought in £120. This 
cries of His saints, to send unto us one of makes the amount now collected, £1,750; 
Bis own s~rvants; and in His never-failing and as the building, &c., cost £1,950, this 
pr°'·idence He sent us Thomas Bradbury leaves £200 •till to be raised before this neat 
one who. out of an exercised heart. boldly and and commodious place of worship can be 
most unflinchingly declares the whole counsel called free of debt. The Chairman, in the 
ot God, and God the Holy Ghost most course of the ev~ning, promised the Inst £50 
ble,asedly carries the Word home with to close the affair when the other £150 had 
sovereign power, so that the Church at been raised. This handsome "offer seemed to 
Grove say, under a feeling sense of the same fire every one with fresh zeal and energy; 
"The Lord (not man) bath done g,·eat and we hope •?on to hear that this noble gift 
things for us, whereof we are glad." And, has been applied for, so that the grave has 
blessed be God, union, communion, aud for. ever closed over the Ly'!ton-road . debt: 
sweet peace of God's own giving, rules and Still the £150 have _to be raised, and 1f our 
reigns with pastor, deacons, Church and readers would be kmd enough to send Mr. 
cong-regation. It is truly gratifying to bear Lawrence, 2, Marlborough-road, Old Kent
some of the dear old saints speak of the road; or the treasurer, Mr. J. Knott, 198, 
faithfulne•s of their co\'enant God in thus Bermondsey-street, a few •tamps or n P.O. 
blessing their souls under the mini•try, Order for one ~~illing,_the ~ebt would be qui~e 
many having proved that faithfulness in that covered by th~1r mee!mg m May next. ~Ill 
spot forty or fifty years; I might also our readers kmdlythmkovertlnssugg_esllon, 
mention that, through the kindness of some and thus enable the Chureh to clan!' _the 
of our friends, Grove Chapel Pulpit is fulfilment of Jh~ noble offer of Mr. Wtlham 
now printed weekly containine: a sermon by Beach, a Chr1st1an gentleman and preacher 
our pnstor; and O that God, ever our own of the Gospel, to whom mnny of ?Ur smal,l 
God, may, if His sovereign will, bless the froe-grac! Chu~ehes•!and laslm1?ly mdebted ! 
circulation of the same to the comfort and TheLord1sblessmgH1sownWordatLynton-· 
encouragement of His tried family. So pravs road, and the mottoe• of the Chul'Ch nre-for 
JOSIAH CRUTCHER New Cross February the past, "The Lord hath done great things 
I 7 1877 ' ' for us, whereof we are glad ;" and for the 

' · future," h there anything too hard for the 
Lord?" 

WALTHAM ABBEY. - EBENEZER. 
ThrPe 1,elievers in the Lord were i:nmersed 
by W. Winters on Lord's-day, January 28, 
before a good numbPr of •pectators. The 
Church is steadily increasing, and signs 
followiog the Word spoken are manife•t. 
May God long continue to smile upon this 
small section of the one great Church, 

PRAYS AN OBSERVER. 

BLACKPOOL. - Are there no New 
Testament disciples of our Lord in this 
pretty, though ill-named, place? One 
friend says, " Blackpool has a great den! of 
profession." But, are there any seekers 
after a full and free-grace salvation, and 
lovers of the ancient Gospel 1 Let us hear 
from them? 
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PLUMSTEAD.-Feb. 15th, 1877. 
Afflicted brother Samuel Foster, of Slurry, 
-I have been preaching here; must 
wait one hour for train. I wi•h to make 
extracts from your letters, for they are 
precious. But I am hunted hard, pressed 
down ; of letters, papers, books, appeals, and 
enquiries, I have heaps, with heavy afflictions 
around. Nevertheless, in Speldhurst-road, 
on Feb. 4 and 9, we bad solemn seasons; of 
these I mny write you; but I am engaged, 
if God will, to go into North and South 
Wales, into Oxen and Bucks, and other 
places. So when you will see or bear from 
me is only known to the Lord. Tbia evening 
at Plu mstead, I enjoyed the Lord's presence; 
but, as the artist says, there is so much 
sham, so much money-grasping, so much 
hypocrisy, so mur.h false Pharisaism, so mueh 
pride, so much deceit and wickedness, under 
the guise ot a so-called religion, it makes 
me often wish to fly away where I know 
nothing ot it. If any one dared to expose 
one tithe of the deceptions now practised by 
assuming pleaders, be would he dragged into 
prison, and killed as quickly as possible. 
Honest, tiimace-tried Samuel Foster, c~n 
you, will you pray that the eternal God will 
preserve and, in His set time, will dave your 

OLD FRIEND? 

BOROUGH ROAD. - Trinity chapel, 
Trinity-street. A tea and public service of 
an ordinary but interesting kind, wa• held 
in this place of worship on February 13. 
From the signs ol the times we are glad to 
learn that " Ichabod " is not inscribeil upon 
the wall• of this excellent, though somewhat 
dilapidated building. Yet one might have 
justly supposed until recently that the place 
was charaeteristic of " Lodehar" instead of 
a " house of bread." Our much-esteemed 
brothe1· Backett is serving the Church here 
with much acceptance, and the number of 
attendance is, we understand, gradually in
creasing. Mr. Henry Hail presided at the 
meeting and greatly encouraged the friends 
to strive earnestly together for the faith. 
Speeches we1·e also made by brethren Lynn, 
Beazley, Winters, Nugent, Lawrence, 
Levinsolm, and othel'S, and the souls ot 
many present appeared to be much 1·erreshed. 
A collection was made in order to meet the 
current expenses; and, although the amount 
realised was good, it was not equal to the 
present demand. If any of the wealthier 
brethren have means nt their command, they 
cannot do better than relieve the deacons of 
their pecuniary burden. That Trinity may 
yet see helter days, and the honorary labours 
of our beloved brother I. Backett be abun
dantly bi est, is the best wish and hearty 
prayer of w. WINTERS. 

HULL. -Anniversary of Strict Baptist 
Sunrlay school, in conneclion with brother 
McDonald's Church, was holden in February. 
Sermons by the pa~tor; addresses by the 
dear.on• ; recitations b;v the children.; cousin 
John Hill sung cheerfully, and gave all the 
children copies of Cheering Worda. It 
was a pleasant and profitable aeason. 

SOUTH HACKNEY. - Dear brother 
Joseph T"ylor,-1 thank you for your notes. 
I published your name sake's experience 
nearly forty years since. It was a deep tes
timony. 01 that another day. On 1he first 
Sunday morning in this year, after preaching 
in Matthew Branch's Meeting, a man stepped 
up to me, and, after inlroduc•ing himself, he 
told me that for twenty years he opposed me 
with all his power. :Since then he had been 
much afflicted, but the Lord had had mercy 
upon him; his persecution of me had ceased, 
and now he wished me God-speed. Well, 
dear friend, that I should have been rais,,d up 
out of such dark distress, and held up in the 
service of the Lord for full filly years, during 
the whole of which time associations and 
editors, priests, parsons, and preachers of 
every kind, in every form, secretly doing 
their utmost to slay me, is often most mar
vellous to your obedient servant, C. W. B. 
Cowards indeed are . they, who seek to kill a 
poor fellow, yet never have honesty enough 
to face him. 

CITY ROA.D.-Jireh chapel, East-road. 
On January 30, services were held to clear 
the debt that remained from building above 
place, which was erected in 1860, for late J. 
A. Jones. Mr. Lodge preached excellent 
sermon. Tea was given by a friend. Our 
esteemed friend, .Mr. Whiltaker, pre.,ided 
over evening meeting. We 1,ave been 
favoured with many happy gatherings at 
Jireh; but we must ever look back tu this 
one with feelings of gratitude and pleasur
able satisfaction. Messrs. Langford, W. 
Webb, Steed, Hall and Brindl~ delivered 
goad words. The chairman itave good 
counsel, stated the object of the meeting, 
told us several members of the Church bad 
already gh•en him £20 toward the collection, 
and he would give ten guineas. This, with 
the cards and donations from present and 
absent contribulors, realised the amount 
needed, £i5. " Praise God from whom all 
bles.,;;:.iogs flow," wa.4ii henrtiJy ~un.!?. A vote 
of thanks was given to Mr. Whittai<er; 
Mr. J. 8. J.insell then presented Mr. Lodge 
with a purse containing £5, a sa New Year's 
token of esteem. The chairman pronounced 
the benediction. 

PIMLICO.-CARMEL. Brother Banks 
-,-1 am advised to ask you to contradict a 
correspondent in No,·emher, 1876. It is 
true our miai-.ter, l\ilr. W. Ward, resigned~ 
It was his own net, absolutely. It is not 
true efforts are made to get Mr. WLoe to 
be pa,tor at Carmel; no, we shou)J be un
kind both 10 brother Wise and the Church 
at Margate, and they with us will feel very 
grieved until they see the report contradicted. 
-EDWARD HAYl1ES. (Another corre
spondent snys, some blesseJ seasons hnve been 
enjoyed under the ministry of T. J. Messer, 
whose mi11is1erial powe,s are wonuedully 
stronµ; and interesting. But, !il-Ome Carmel 
friends have said, if the Pimlico Churches 
would unite under Mr. Wise, it would be 
well. We nre glad Mr. Wise resolves to 
abide at Margate.-ED.J 
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LONDON ROAD. - EARJ, STREET. 
Our brother T. J. Messer µ:ave us an 
excellent Rnd eloquent address on "Sowing 
and Reaping." His magnanimous mind and 
sanctified memory bas a wonderful grasp 
both of sacred and profane history · and his 
fluent tongue sounds it forth in t'nost able 
and mel0<1ious strains. He related some 
awful scenes of God's heavy judgments on 
some that bad Sf'wn ba,I seed ; and some 
interesting accounts of God"s mercy and 
goodness on other!' that had sown µ:ood 
seed. His powerful address was bi11,·hly 
appreciated, and afforded us much mental 
edification and temporal help. We sincerely 
thank Mr. Messer, and praise the Lord ou·r 
God for His goodness to us. 

T. STRINGER. 

DEATH OF JOHN PLANT MILLER. 
-This quiet, faithful, anrl affiicted servant of 
Christ passed away from this little planet 
into the "land of tar distances" on Tuesday 
morninµ:, Fehruary 13, 1877. He bad been 
in the ministry over forty y-ears; had been 
the se1tled pastor of the Baptist Church at 
Penn, on Beacon-hill, near High Wycombe, 
since 1838. His many wnlks and trying 
works on earth are over. We hope ae realised 
God's promise to the end. 

MR. W. WINTERS" NOTES ON A DAY OF 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 

IN commemoration of the &eventy-flrst birthday 
of C. W. Banks, Editor of EARTHEN VESSEL 
and Cheet'ing W<m'.U, on February 9th, in 
Speldhurst--road chapel. As the Lord had so 
grociuusly spare,\ his life it was his desire to 
spend the day with a few friends in prayer and 
thanksg-inng to Almighty God; and, indeed, 
God granted him on this occasion much more 
than he could ha.ve desired, or in the least ex
pected. 

At ele't'"en in the morning some members of 
the C'hurch, and a few ministerial brethren 
gathered in the school-ha.11, which is as large 
e.nd convenient as many of our little chapels. 
Mr. Banks gaT"e out a hymn, and, after prayer, 
spoke of the purport of the meeting, &c. 

At morning ser't'"iCe, about balf-a.-doz~n 
brethren addressed the throne of grace, and 
truly it was a sacred season; the sweet spirit 
of prayer and holy unction seemed to pervade 
the breast of every humble pleader; and the 
realiRation of the immortal lines of Wa.tts was 
unmistakably evinced 

•• How sweet and awful is the place 
With Christ within the doors; 

While everlasting love displays 
The choicest or her stores." 

The generosity of the deacons was surpris
ingly manifested in their providing gratuitiously 
an excellent dinner for a goodly company. 

In the afternoon the meeting was continued., 
when several encouraging addressee were 
delivered. M. Branch opened the meeting with 
prayer; W. \\ inters read I Sam. vii., and spoke 
on the twelfth verse of the chapter, •l Hitherto 
he.th the Lord helped me." C. W. Banks spoke 
on James v. J 5, u And the prayer of faith shall 
eave the sick.'' He ,,numerated several in
stances of Christiane being restored to health 
(after bis prayers) which had b,:.fore been given 
up for death by doctora and pbysicia.ns. Mr. 
Banks spoke freeJy of God's mysterious provi
dence towards him, referriog with deep feelings 
of sorrow that many whom he bad helped in 
a variety of ways unknown to the public, con
tinued tu thrust their poisonous darts u..t him. 

This cruel wor1!' ought ?1-0t to b! In prograse 
among professmg Chr1stie.ne • ,t grieviouely 
clashes a~aim1t the true spirit 1of the Gospel, 
~t is la1;1-1entn.ble to hear some at public meet~ 
rngs reiterating the shortcominli{s of o. fo.llibla 
~ro ther, as though God bad forsaken him. It 
1s to be hoped that from this time forth and tor 
ever the mind of our brother 0. W. Banks will 
not be again wounded in the house of hie 
friends : and that his holy life walk and con
versation will put to silence ihe tgb.oro.nce of 
foolish men. Having .expressed freely en 
~sante our ~nimad version against the unkind 
acts ?f some, we resume the subject of the 
m~etmg. 

Mr. Bardens, of Hayes, spoke many firm and 
faithful words which tended greatly to encourage 
the pastor. 

Mr .. Stringer warmly endeavoured to heal the 
heart of the chairman with a superabundanoe 
of good wishes. 

Mr. Symonds, with a few kind remarks 
terminated the mf'letiug. ,, ' 

_After a comfortable and refreshinp: tea the 
fr1en~s rem<?ved into the chapel, where the 
evenmg service was convened. After singing 
and prayer, Mr. Chas. Longley of Canterbury 
spoke of . h!s k_nowledge of the very usefui 
career, mm1sterially and editorially of his 
brother C. W. Banks. ' · 

Mr. D. Stanton, a faithful and loving deacon 
of th_e Church, then stepped suddenly forward, 
and m a very warm and suitable speech ex
pressed his great attachment to his p~stor 
C. W. Banks, presenting him with a purse of 
money as an affectionate tribute of the Chtlrch's 
love to him for the spiritual blessings received 
through his ministrations. Air. Banks, with 
s~rpri~ed looks, a1;1~ a. full heart, accepted the 
gift with the humihty of a child and the feel-
ings of a father in Christ. ' 

At thi~ plea.sing juncture a truly Christian 
brother, Benj~min Woodrow, of Rehoboth 
chapel, Pimlico1 came forward with appropriate 
words. handed over to C. W. Banks a large 
Album, a.s a token of his love to him and with 
the hope that all the living friends to whom Mr. 
B~nks 1?,a.d bee~ made a blessing, would send 
hun then portrait, that he might be able to look 
at them in days to come, and see what great 
things the Lord had done in him and by him. 

R. G. Edwards expressed his attachment to 
the chairman in a flnn and lucid manner. 

T. J, Messer followed with a speech full of 
power, ~nte~spersed with such pleasing incidents 
of pubhc hfe, that one rarely ever grows tired 
of hearing. 

W. Winters was again called to epeak. &nd 
after briefly dilatinl?' on 'l the pre.yer of faith," 

Mr. Young favoured the audience with a few 
wor~s; also Mr. Mayhew, Mr. Myerson, and Mr. 
Levrneohn, who spoke with considerable free
dom, and the service ended with satisfaction 
and profit to all present. To the Lord Jesus be 
all the praise. w. WINTERS. 

Waltham Abbey. 

;!Wlttrrittgt. 
On February let, 1877, o.t the Oongregntional 

Church, Eltham, Kent, by Mr. Thomas Jones 
MorriRs William, second son of T. W. Brown: 
Esq., of leleha.m, Camba, to Emily Ann, only 
daughter of T. M. W hlttaker, Esq., of Blackheath, 

!Jtttt~ff. 
On Feb. 22nd, at her residence, Ooldharbour

la.ne, Ca.mberwell, Harriet, the afl'ectiono.te wife 
of \ViJJie.m Lovegrove, o.nd sister of the Editor of 
The Ea,•then VeA&el Her end wae o. calm and sweet 
falling asleep in Jesus. 

Charlotte, the beloved wife of S. Kevan, Jato 
of Wandsworth, on January 28th, 11ged 46. 
"Clinging to Jesus." 



· Qtgt .Sort Qttmptathrns a:nh tgt Qtrinm~lJa:nt 
1' dibtra:nce 

OF 

MRS. HARRIET LOVE GROVE, 
01!' CAMBERWELL, 

[Mrs. Harriet Lovegrove, who departed this life, February 22, 1877, aged sixty
three, was one of the seven children which Thomas and Kitty Banks ( once 
members of the Baptist Church in Canterbury) left behind, many, many years 
since. Of the three daughters, one is married to a Baptist minister in Queens
land ;· the eldest daughter, Caroline, remains ; Harriet is gone. The first link 
in the seven-fold family chain is taken ; how soon all the others may follow, 
our Lord, only knoweth. Of the four sons, the youngest is a Baptist minister 
in Ireland, greatly beloved ; the third son is, and has been for several years, 
pastor of the Baptist Church at Egerton Forstall, in Kent, known as Mr. 
Robert Young Banks, a minister of deep devotion, and deservedly esteemed; 
the second son, John Waters Banks, is the rector of Nuttall, in N otts., a 
spiritual and most affectionate follower of Christ ; the first of the family, the 
Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL, who esteems himself as less than the least of 
all the rest, can witness to the truth of the following recollections of one of the 
holiest of saints he ever knew ; she was his mother over again ; and it has 
been in answer Ip the God-wrought prayers of our most blessed mother, we have 
been all, more or less, led to the Saviour's feet. So believeth C. W. B.] 

A FEW RECOLLECTIONS OF THE DYING SAYINGS 
OF A BELOVED MOTHER. 

BY ONE OF HER SORROWING CHILDREN. 

HOW vast and varied are the Lord's dealings with His people ! 
Without doubt none of their experiences are for their benefit 

alone, but for the mutual encouragement and teaching of others, that 
their faith may be strengthened, and that they may be enabled to hold 
on their way, seeing that our God, who has promised, is faithful ; and, 
as in our case, in His own wise time He brings to pass the fulfilment of 
His most precious promise; and He will in all things establish His word. 
To impress this truth upon the minds of our dear ones, I thought I would 
try to revive in our memories some of His dealings with our precious 
mother, who, after much suffering and many sore and bitter conflicts with 
the great enemy of souls, is now safe landed on the eternal shore where 
sin, pain, and death are for ever past ; hoping that to some of the many 
who knew (and to know was to love), and are interested enough to read 
this the account of her conflicts, and of her rejoicing, may be a means 
of building them up in their most holy faith. 

I believe our beloved mother was early called by grace, and that her 
conversion was a very happy one. Many a time I have heard her speak 

VOL. XXXIII.-APRIL, 1877, H 
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of the peace and joy she felt when first she knew the Lord; and through 
many years, with much trial, she lived a most consistent Christian life ; 
her unselfishness, her gentleness, her humility, her deep and earnest love, 
were some of the most prominent traits in her character, and will be 
remembered as long as life shall last by all who knew her intimately. 
But Satan seemed specially at enmity with her, and to assail her faith 
on all points, so that she was constantly subject to doubts and fears about 
her own interest in the precious blood; especially was this the case 
during the last two years of her life. So terrible were the temptations, 
so fiery the darts of that wicked one, that life was a burden to her; 
night and day she battled with him, and spent nearly all her time in 
prayer to her precious Saviour to come and help her. He did help her, 
for she was never permitted to give way in the least to his base insinua
tions, but abhorred them from the bottom of her heart. But it was not 
the Lord's will then to deliver her; but for some wise purpose, as yet 
unknown to us, He permitted the tempter to harass and distress her. 
Often have I seen her with the tears streaming down her face, her whole 
body convulsed with agitation, because of some temptation which 
troubled her. But, Oh I as I write, I remember all the agony she 
endured for so long a time, and my spirit leaps for joy to know it is all 
o,er now, and that she has escaped the snare of the fowler. Now Satan 
has lost his prey, he cannot reach her with his darts, never again shall 
her soul be riven, but she rests for evermore in the embrace of her 
Lord. 

On December 25th, 1876, she was taken dangerously ill with 
hffimorrhage, and from that time Satan seemed to redouble his attacks, 
knowing, I suppose, how soon she would be beyond his reach; but she 
had some bright and peaceful times. On one occasion, after a long 
sleep, she awoke, and looking at one of us, she said, "I have found Him ! 
Jesus is mine and I am His! I have been a great sinner, but Jesus has 
washed my sins all away, He has cast them all behind His back, and 
He will never, never remember them any more, and now I ani going to 
be with Him for ever,-

' Worthy the Lamb that died, they cry, 
To be exalted thus ; 

Worthy the Lamb, our lips ref>ly, 
For He was slain for us.' 

Give my love to fa~her," she co~tinued, ." and te~l him t? follow me; I 
am going to be with Jesus! vICtory, vICtory, vICtory, vICtory, through 
the blood. Unto Him that washed me be glory for evermore ! glory, 
glory, glory ! ~ will _praise J:im, ~or ,He has done great things ,fo! me, 
praise Him, pra1s~ H~, praise ~1m. ' For some hours she contmued 
in this triumphant stram, and said further, "I thought Jesus had come 
for me, and was going to take me at once to Himself; what a pity I 
have come back again." I said,·" You do not want to go until it is His 
will to take you, do you, darling?" She said, " Oh, no, I want Him to 
do as He wills; I am quite willing to go or stay, I only want Him to be 
glorified." Again the tempter came, and again she was convulsed with 
terror, but with the temptation Jesus made a way of escape, and was 
again present, ~nabli~g her, in full confi?ence of f~ith, to e_xpress her 
longing to be with Him, and her earnest, mtense desire to tei,t1fy to " all 
around what a dear Saviour she had found." At another time she said, 
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"You can all go to bed to-night." We said, "And leave yon alone 
darling?'' She answered," I shall not be alone, Jesus has promised~ 
stay with me, and He never breaks Bis word; I want you all to go 
away, because I want to talk to Him about yon all. I have so much to say 
to Him, because I have not seen Him for so long. Oh, He is so precious, 
precious, precious Saviour ! " To my brother John, she said, "Jesus 
has said, 'I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee,' and His word can 
never be broken." He said to her, "You will soon join the song of the 
angels, mother." She said, '' No, not just yet, I want to testify for 
Him." Then again the darkness came. But on the Sunday before she 
died we were anxiously watching her, and in answer to a question I put, 
she said, " I am very, very happy ! '' Not quite sure of her reply, I said, 
"Did you say happy, darling?" She said, "Yes, yes!" 

On the next day, we heard her talking about shouting. I went to 
her, and said, " Are you going to shout, darling ? " " I will shout when 
I get over, but I would like to now; lift me up, and I will try." I 
lifted her up, and, leaning her bead on my shoulder, waving her right 
band, she said, "Shout victory through the blood of the Lamb." She 
continued through that day and night in a peaceful, happy state of mind, 
longing to be gone, to be with Jesus, and yet qnite willing to wait His 
time. 

Tuesday was a glorious day. In the morning, my sister said to her, 
" Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear 
no evil.'' She said, "No." Harriet further repeated, "Thy rod and 
Thy staff they comfort me." Our dear one answered, "They do." Then 
she said," You must get me ready, Jesus is waiting for me, I must go.'' 
She continued, " Cannot you see the bright lights, and the angels all 
around about ? " She said the ceiling was opening and she could see the 
glory. Then again she said, the chariot was waiting for her, but she 
did not know how this poor thing would get in. Another time she was 
talking .in a low tone; I asked if she wanted anything; she answered, 
"Hush! Jesus is talking to me, you must not interrupt Him." All day 
long she was saying, " Praise Him, bless Him, Jesus zs mine, and I am 
His.'' Oh! how she longed to go to Him: "How long, Lord? why does 
He tarry? '' were her frequent exclamations. The chariot and horsas, 
she said, were waiting for her, and a bright, glorious light filled the 
room. Once, with a look of ecstatic joy, she said, "I see Him! " and so 
she continued full of peace and joy. Once or -twice the enemy was 
again permitted to approach her, an_d we heard such words as " Hide 
me, shelter me till the storm of life is past." In the evening she was 
evidently much in prayer for some one, probably oi1r dear father; for 
quietly she said, "Keep him, keep him, keep him every moment." 
" Safe, saved now," were almost her last words, and then she gently sank 
into a state of unconsciousness, from which she never again roused, but 
passed away from earth to heaven, to .the mansion prepared for her, 
without the least struggle or even sigh. Thus passed away one of the 
sweetest, best, and holiest of women, leaving a husband and large family 
to mourn her irreparable loss. But Oh, how great the change for her! 
No human language can describe her joy now; all we can say is, she has 
gone to be-

"For ever with the Lord." 

But what that means in its fulness, as she knows iL, we cannot even 
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guess. If J esns comes not first we too must die like her, to find out 
what her bliss is. May the same grace which ~nabled her to shine so 
brightly in this dark world, so that all who knew her saw the beauty or 
Christ in her, be vouchsafed to us, so that we may follow the Master as 
closely as she did, and at last, like her, inherit a crown of righteousness 
which fadeth not away, which, together with her, will we gladly cast at 
His feet, who has loved and given Himself for us. 

Febmary 22nd, 1877, 

CHRIST'S MESSENGER GOING THROUGH FIRE AND 
WATER INTO THE WEALTHY PLACE. 

DEAR BROTHER,-1 am glad you are going to Norwich. May 
the Lord make yon instrumental in building up His cause. 

0 what a poor weak and frail body, and what a poor lean soul I have I 
Dr. Watts may well say, · 

"Look how we grovel here below, 
Fond of these trifling toys ; 

Our souls can neither fly nor go 
To reach eternal joys." 

All the foregoing part of Sunday, I was the subject of darkness of 
mind, hardness of heart, and even doubts, as to whether I ever really 
knew the Lord's secret vitally and feelingly for myself. Ah, my 
brother, I felt cold within, and cold without. My head was bad-as is 
often the case-and in addition to this, I had a coldness all over my 
frame. At the noon hour, I was sorely distressed in my mind, wonder
ing whether I should be able to say anything to my people in the after
noon ; for I find, let me study ever so hard, I can retain scarcely 
anything in my memory; head bad, body cold, heart bad, and spirit cold. 
0 what a trial! what temptations I am subject to, through my increasing 
infirmities. How I have to combat with Satan, ancl it seems with the 
very powers of darkness as well. Ah, said Satan, your preaching is all 
useless, it is jnst wound up, your bodily powers are wearing out, and 
your mind will get weaker and weaker, and by-and-bye you will have 
nothing to say to the people-besides, all will come to nothing in the 
end-the Church will fail, the congregation will fail, you yourself will 
fail, and all will come to nought. I went up into the pulpit with 
fear and trembling, ashamed of myself, and grieved for the people
believing they would have to go away disappointed and empty. Bless 
the Lord, however, to my surprise, and no small comfort, I found 
a little liberty in prayer, and seemed as though I certainly was 
favoured to draw nigh to God. This gave me a little confidence, and 
helped me to believe the Lord would give me liberty in preaching His 
Word. I really begged bard for what I most needed, that is, liberty, 
and the Lord gave it me. I felt my heart grow warm, my head got 
warm, my feet got warm, my hands got warm, and I got warm all over 
me. I do believe the Lord sent the Word home to some ; surely this 
could not be all in vain. You know what I mean: when I get warm, I 
want others to get warm; when I feel well, I want others to feel well;. 
when I am made glad in God's house, I want others to be made glad ;. 
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and when I am blessed with the spirit of liberty, I want others to be 
made free by the Master of assemblies. I certainly have proved that a 
warm heart will make a warm head; and I have ever proved that with
out spiritual heat, all is dull and dead within, and I cannot get the 
vessel to sail at all. 

"At anchor laid, remote from home, 
Toiling, I cry, sweet Spirit, come! 
Celestial breeze, no longer stay, 
But swell my sails and speed my way. 
Fain would I mount, fain would I glow, 
And loose my cable from below ; 
But I can only spread my sail, 
Thou, Thon must breathe the auspicious gale." 

At the Lord's Tabfe, I felt a crumbling and melting down in my soul, 
under a sense of the grace, goodness, love; and mercy of Him, who, I 
believe, was present, and who has graciously said, " As oft as ye do this 
in remembrance of Me.". I told my people I was cold and miserable in 
both body and soul all the morning, but that I had felt some heat in 
the afternoon ; I asked them if they felt any heat of the Holy Spirit in 
the public service and ordinances of God; I told them I believed that if 
they felt nothing of this vital heat in their souls, all their religion was 
good for nothing. I have wondered since what they thought of this, 
and whether they were led to search for this inward warmth, occasioned 
by the Spirit of God brooding over the waters, and the Word of God 
which is the vital spark from Him who is life and light. Even yester
day week, I was greatly tried about my preaching ; about whether I 
am real, whether my ministry is real, whether what I call my experience 
is real, and whether I preach as directed by the Spirit of God. What 
good comes of my preaching? What conversions are there under it ? 
Again, I look at the sad, sad state of things in general; I look at the 
decay of vital godliness, of the falling away of many, of fables, fun, light
ness, and empty tales, and flesh-pleasing anecdotes, and a host of other 
things, substituted for real Gospel truths, and all to seek to please the 
carnal mind. Then I look at the fearful desecration of the Lord's-day, 
and how it is made the chief day of amusements and pleasures, and by 
thousands who are in the habit of saying, Lord, Lord. Then I look at 
how drunkenness is prevailing throughout our so-called enlightened 
land ; and then I look at the pride which so awfully prevails, even 
among the lowest order of the people. Then again, I look at the 
numerous phases and forms in which the man of sin is making rapid 
strides from one end of our nation to the other, and of the swarms that 
are favouring this dreadful state of things, and are even ready to fall 
down and worship anything and everything rather than the humble 
Nazarene in His few faithful and much hated servants ; and then 
again, what is worse than all, the people seem to be at peace, undis
turbed, and in a sound sleep. Is not the time at hand when the solemn 
sound shall be heard," Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet 
Him." I say, 0 England, awake, awake 1 Awake from thy pride and 
drunkenness, awake from thy presumption and carnal security, awake 
from thy idolatry, and love of ease ; repent of thy doings, and humble 
thyself before God, lest thy day soon be over. I say to the lean and 
barren, and gold-dim Church of Christ," Awake, awake, put on thy 
strength, 0 Zion ; put on thy beautiful garments O Jerusalem : shake 
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thyself from the dust ; arise, and sit down, 0 Jerusalem : loose thyself 
from the bands of thy neck, 0 captive daughter of Zion." Little did I 
think my pen was going to run faster than I could fairly keep up with 
it when I sat down only to write two or three lines. Why, I feel 
sweetly like what Solomon says, " Or ever I was aware, my soul made 
me like the chariots of Amminadab." I was going to tell you all so 
fast about how I was tried last Lord's-day week, about going to preach 
the Word in the evening at Dickleburgh. I was so tired after the after
noon service, that I did not feel at all able to walk four miles, and there 
did not appear to be a conveyance for me that day. A time ago, I could 
preach twice at Pulham, and walk miles, and preach in the evening; but 
some how or other, the old thatched cottage appears to be giving way, 
the walls are out of repair, the windows are gone bad, the doors are thin 
and weak, and the old habitation seems to be coming down fast. Ah, 
said Satan, here is a fix you are in ! The people ham had notice that 
you are to preach to-night at Dickleburg-h, and you don't feel fit to go. 
If you were right, and your preaching was of God, do you think you 
would be put to all this trouble and inconveRience ? Just now, a friend 
came up to me and said that if I would go home with him to tea, he 
would drive me to Dicklebnrgh in the evening. This is just what I 
wanted. Well, but this did not fully repulse Satan, for when I was at 
that friend's house he came in upon me thus, Do you think there is any 
sense or reason in your going four miles to say a few words to a few 
people after working as hard as you have done ? Do you think it is right 
to take this friend out of a warm room, and run him and his pony a whole 
eight miles on the Lord's-day evening, after the man and his pony had 
been working hard all the week ? Do you think there is reason in all 
this ? Then again, what good do yon think of doing ? Will it really 
answer the purpose to run all that long way to speak a few words, and 
home again ? I was greatly cast down in my mind, in leaning, as I did, to 
these Satanic suggestions. Well, myself, the man, his wife and child, all 
went; one large room was full, and several in another room; and though I 
was in an agony of soul to know what text I should fix on (for I had none) 
and what I should say, I found the Lord again all-sufficient; my soul cer
tainly was blessed that night, the people were blessed with a most attentive 
bearing ear, and my obliging friends, who carried me there and brought 
me home, declared how glad they were that they were under the Word that 
evening. 0 that God's living family may never neglect the courtsofGod's 
house, when it is in their power to be there. These, my brother, are some 
few of my temptations, trials, mercies, and deliverances; and as my pen 
has gone far beyond all intended bounds, I must leave the trespass in your 
hands, to do as you please with it, either to cast it to the dogs or give it to 
the children, which you think it is most S!J-itable for. 

Your strange, yet, I hope, 
True brother in Christ, 

B. TAYLOR. 
Pulham-St.-Mary, Norfolk, Nov., 1876. 

CHRIST was present at the pricking down our names, and fore~new ~II 
all God's choice. He stood at God's elbow and consulted with Him 
whose names to put in.-Goodwin's Marrow. 
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FROM THE DARKNESS OF JUDAISM TO THE LIGHT 
AND LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF MR. ISAAC LEVINSOHN, 
Now A PREACHER OF THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS. 

(Continued jrom po,ge 83.) 

[DEAR MR. EDITOR,-! find by your number of the E. V. for March, I 
omitted to mention that, on reaching Hamburg, I obtained a pair of phylacteries 
from a Jew. This oversight of mine carries some little incongruity, as on the page 
77, I say I lost my phylacteries, and on page 79, I handed them over to the 
manager of the hotel of Madam Hochwalcl. Knowing the importance attached to 
possessing the sacred articles, on the very first opportunity, I endeavoured to re
place my loss. Kindly bring the above lines before the attention of the readers, 
and oblige, very truly yours, ISAAC LEVINSOHN.] 

CHAPTER IX. 
Is Tried before a Judge and Honourably Acquitted-Serves as Milk Boy-In 

Great Wretchedness-Reads His Bible, &c. 

I WAS very carefully examined ; afterwards my prosecutor appeared, 
and was asked several questions. The judge expressed his opinion that 

I was not guilty. He then asked me if I knew any one in Hamburg 
that could testify of my good character ? I referred to Madam Hoch
wald and the manager. A policeman was at once sent for them, and 
when they came forward, the manager of Madam Hochwald's hotel 
spoke on my behalf before the judge, and said that he could testify that 
I was an honest and respectable youth ; he also stated that very often he 
tried me, by placing money in different parts of the house where I often 
passed, but I was never found guilty of taking anything ; and very often 
when I found money and different articles in the house, I gave them to 
Madam Hochwald or to himself. When the learned judge found that 
I was innocent, he pronounced sentence upon my accuser as guilty, and 
sentenced him to four months' hard labour for falsely accusing me. I 
then went forth, thanking God for revealing the truth to the judge. 

After this, I did not go any more to the railway station, but sought 
some other work. Unfortunately, I could find no employment for some 
time. I shall never forget one day, when I was walking about the 
streets of Hamburg, very hungry; I cried bitterly, and lifted up my 
heart in prayer unto God for help. As I was walking along, I saw some 
paper(on the ground. On lifting them up, I found the papers were of 
some importance to those whom they belonged. Seeing the address 
thereon, I went to find out the place, and returned the papers to the 
rightful owner, who rewarded me very kindly for my trouble. I then 
thanked God very heartily, for I firmly believed that He had graciously 
answered my earnest prayer. I returned to my lodgings rejoicing, and 
thanking God that I was able once more to purchase a meal. 

When I went to the synagogue to pray, a Jewish gentleman who 
met me near the synagogue asked me if I was a pious Jew? I answered, 
that I always tried to be pious, and continually wished to be more pious. 
After a little conversation, he said that if I was willing to work he would 
be glad to help me by giving me something to do. I was very thank
fnl to God for that, and especially so on finding that the gentleman was a 
very pious Jew. I entered his house as a porter, to be with him through 
the day, but lodge at the place where I had been. The good man. gave 
me his address, and I left llim for a little while, as I wanted to be m the 
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synagogue first to pray. Whilst I was in prayer, my heart was over
whelmed with joy and gratitude to God for all His lovingkindness 
towards me in a strange land. After service, I went to work; 
he treated me kindly, so did the whole household. I was there 
a few days, but finding that I could not save enough money 
to pay my passage to England, I asked the man if he could pay 
me a little more? Finding he would not, I therefore left him, and 
tried to get something else to do. 1 persevered till I found a Jew 
who asked me if I was willing to go about selling milk from house 
to house. I answered that I wos willing to do anything which 
was honourable, and earn au honest livelihood. I then commenced as a 
milk-boy, and succeeded for a few days. One day, having left the milk 
in the street while I purchased some bread at a baker's shop, being very 
hungry, some mischievous boy threw a rat into it. When I looked 
into the milk, it disgusted me, and I poured out the milk in the street, 
and went home, and informed the master about the unfortunate event. 
He then angrily said I ought to have thrown the rat out of the can, and 
gone on selling the milk all the same ; but I said I would not do such 
a thing, especially as it is not permitted according to the Jewish law. 
The milk-master said that I must pay for the milk; but as I had no 
money he discharged me, and did not pay me for a few days' services 
which he owed me. 

After being treated so unkindly, I felt very downcast, and began to 
look out for something else to do, but failed in finding any work. I 
then cried unto the Lord for help, but no help came. I went to the 
synagogue to pray, and also prayed in solitude; but the more I devoted 
my time to this, the more misery ond wretchedness seemed to fill my 
heart and soul. I went about the streets of Hamburg, my eyes filled 
with tears, because of my bitter circumstances. · 

I thought of my beloved parents, and the happiness which I had 
enjoyed when at home. 

When I went to my lodgings I entered my bedroom, and then 
took out my Hebrew Bible from my box, and read some portions. 
I read Gen. xii., and the words of the first verse were very 
familiar to me, and I thought to myself that I believed this 
commandment and obeyed it, and then consoled myself with the history 
of Abraham and his calling, and considered that Abraham had had 
trials and troubles till he came to Canaan. I therefore burst out in 
weeping and prayer to God to help me to obey His voice, and go where
ever He wished me to go; but I must confess I could hardly realize 
that I had truly obeyed the Divine command, although nothing in the 
world could induce me to return to Russia. To me it was death before 
going home ; and although I had to pass through painful trials, I was 
resolved to suffer; but go on and on till I should find true satisfaction. 
I did not know the blessed truth which the Gospel reveals, that all 
things work toc:rether for good; neither had I any knowledge of the 
sweet and mel;dious words which the Gospel whispers," Through much 
tribnlation shall ye enter the kingdom." 

Whilst thinking of my unhappy condition I adopted the language 
of Jeremiah, which I thought was the exact experience of my soul: 
"Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow which ie 
done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of Hie 
fierce anger." -
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UHAPTER X. 
BITTER Reflections in Hamburg-All But in Despair-Looking Upon Goel 

Only as An Angry Judge-A Lady From Russia Strongly Urges Him to Return 
Home-Is Employed By a Flax Merchant-Then Fails-He Compares Himself to 
Elijah When His Brook Dried Up-Could Not Rest in Germany. 

Several days rolled on, and I still was in this low and tried state. 
I then felt that my position in Hamburg was worse than in the woods 
and fields; for then J had something to cheer me on my way whilst 
anticipating to get to Hamburg; but when I was in that large town, to 
experience such bitter trials as l have already brought before the 
reader, and which is only a very slight description to what I really 
had to go through-indeed my position in Hamburg was like the 
position of the children of Israel before the Red Sea-back I could 
not go, and forward there was no passage for me. I read the history 
of Israel, and thought that I was still in much greater trouble, for 
they could cry unto Moses ; and the great commander could address 
the Divine Majesty of God. I read the words spoken to Israel, 
" Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord; " but I thought this 
did not apply to me. I said the Lord of Israel has turned away from 
me, and I must perish. I was weary of praying ; I thought all was 
in vain; but yet my moral responsibility to God was always before me, 
that I felt compelled to observe all the observances of the Jewish 
ritual, &c. I looked upon God no more as upon a God of love, but 
as a God of justice ; indeed, I looked upon Him as an executioner, 
inste~d of a God most merciful and gracious. 

As I went on in such a miserable state in the streets of Hamburg, 
one day, I met a lady,* who recognised me as from Russia. As soon 
as she saw me, she began to speak to me ; and as she found my poor 
position in Hamburg, she requested me to return to Russia with her. 
She promised to pay the passage for me; but as my feelings would not 
permit me to return, I thanked her very much for her great kindness, 
and informed her that I was determined to travel all over the world 
before I would return home. She then besought me, with all her 
power, to return home. I said that I would rather die than return 
home, for I had not found that which my soul longed for. 

I then left the lady, and went to the synagogue, where a gentleman 
addressed himself to me, asking if I was willing to work hard; and 
when he found me willing, he took me to his house, about two 
or three miles from Hamburg. As I entered his house, he said that 
I was to make myself perfectly at home; he also informed me that 
he would require my services chiefly in the night. He was a flax 
merchant, and my work was to pack the flax. I worked several nights 
from eight o'clock in the evening till eight the next morning. My 
readers will be able to imagine how hard this was to me, if they 
consider that I was qp.ly a lad sixteen years of age. N ntwithstanding 
the hard and wearying work, I was satisfied to do anything, so that I 
might earn a honest livelihood. Several days passed away; then the 
good man informed me that he did not require my services any longer. 
Again my trials became very hard. Whilst at his house at work, I felt 
something like the good old prophet at the brook Cherith; I was away 
from all who knew me. No father! no mother I no sisters! no brothers! 

"' The lady was well acquainted with om· family. 
I 
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no friends ! Quite alone ; almost in solitude. The only comfort I had 
was that I could occupy my time at work, and earn my humble liveli
hood. But it was very bitter to me. When I beheld even this brook 
dried up, I could then enter into the experience of Elijah when hie 
brook dried up; still I felt I had a greater trial than Elijah had when 
his brook Cherith dried up. The word of the Lord came unto him ; 
but I thought the word of the Lord will never come unto me. With 
such feelings I sat quietly and wept, as no one was in the room (for I 
had not left then). The good man, the master, came in, and finding 
me in such a low state, asked me what was the matter with me? 
When I told him, he said that he would be glad for me to stay at hie 
house as a house-servant., as long as I liked; and also told me that I 
was to be quite at home: My heart then was overwhelmed with joy. 
Seeing the kindness of the good man towards me, I wept for joy, and 
kissed his hand; and said to him, in the words of Ruth,'' Why have I 
found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, 
seeing I am quite a stranger?'' He answered, that he always delighted 
to be gracious to his brethren the Jews, especially those who once 
were in good circumstances, and, through the providential hand 
of God, had come poor. I then thanked God for what He had done for 
me, and I was full of joy. 

I thought, when the brook Cherith dries up, Zarephath is prepared. 
Indeed, I feel it is impossible for me to tell the feelings I possessed of 
gratitude unto God, and also to the good man. I stayed at this place 
some time; but something would not let me settle in Germany. 

CHAPTER XI. 
LONGS to Get to England-Writes to His Father-Translation Qf His Father's 

Most Extraordinary and Deeply Affectionate Letter-This Almost Rends His 
Heart in Twain. 

I began to think what I could do in order to get to England. I then 
wrote to my beloved father, and told him that I was comfortable in the 
house of a Jew, who was very pious, very good, and very rich. I also 
informed him that I wished to make haste and go to England, and also 
requested my beloved father to send me some money to pay for my 
passage, which he did very kindly, and also wrote to me a letter, of 
which the following is a translation:-

To MY DEAR AND WELL-BELOVED SON ISAAC, - I received your 
letter, and was glad to find you do not suffer so much as you did. I 
am also glad that you have found favour in the sight of a good man. 
My beloved child Isaac, I would again intreat you to think of me your 
father who has always manifested a very affectionate, fatherly love. 
You know very well that I have done all in, my power to bring yon up 
and educate you as well as possible. Not every Jewish father in Kovno 
gives his son such privileges as I gave you. You have been taught the 
Hebrew, German, and Russian languages. I never felt that there was 
anything too hard for me to do for my dear child Isaac; and I also 
possess the same fatherly love to you now, and always will, as long as 
you continue in the way you have been brought up; tiven the last drop 
of blood in my heart is not too precious to me but I could shed it any 
time for my beloved child Isaac. And now, my son, you are away, our 
trials and perseverance seem to be all in vain. Once more, my dear 
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son, allow me to say, that we shall have no rest until you return home. 
Whenever I look in the neighbourhood and see lads your own age who 
are at their homes nice and comfortable, my heart aches and my soul 
is cast down ; for I do not know why my son, upon whom I have 
looked to be the joy of my old age and comfort to me in the valley of 
-death, should be torn from me in such an extraordinary manner. No 
man can understand why; but I suppose the Lord has dealt with me 
justly, and I hope it will be an atonement for sin, for I cannot help 
feeling that the Lord has punished me for my sins. Believe me, my 
dear Isaac, this paper is wet with the tears I shed whilst writing; mine 
eyes are almost sightless, that I can hardly write ; for my heart is over
whelmed with bitter sorrow, that you should be far away from us; and 
God only knows if we shall ever see you alive. Dear Isaac, have 
mercy on me, your beloved father, and your tender-hearted mother, and 
grant our request, and return home. Then our souls shall rejoice and 
be glad all our days, and you will be happy too ; but should I not be 
able to persuade you to come home again, then I would earnestly ask 
you to try and stay in Hamburg, if you possibly can ; because I cannot 
bear the idea of my child being away even further than Germany. I 
send you a note, and if you take it to the bank you will get roubles, 
and you will be able to pay your expenses to return to Russia. All 
our friends wish to be very kindly remembered to you. They hope that 
they will soon see you again, and, now, I wish you a very happy New 
Year. I hope you will find a good synagogue where you will be able 
to worship on (Rosh Hoshanah) the New Year; and also on Yom Kipar, 
a great day of atonement. May our prayers be answered on your 
behalf. .Your Rabbi sends his kind love to you.* 

I remain, my beloved Isaac, 
Your ever-affectionate father, 

LION LEVINSOHN. 
To my dear son Isaac Levinsohn. 
When I received this letter I did not know what to do. Not to 

take my beloved father's advice, I felt would be unkind of me; and 
yet to return back to Russia, I COULD NOT. Oh I I wished that the 
Lord would take my life before I commenced my journey back. I 
remained in Germany over the Feast of the New Year, and I made 
special matters of prayer when in the synagogue, although it was quite 
unusual to me to pray such prayers that were not iu the Jewish Prayer 
Book ; but yet I poured out my heart to God1 and asked Him to lead 
me in His truth, and to teach me His ways. 

CHAPTER XII. 
His Answer to His Father's Letter. 

The two New Years' days passed; I yet felt that I could not return. 
I then wrote to my father in answer to the letter I received from him:-

To MY DEAR FATHER,-Since I received your letter, I have spent 
a great deal of time in considering, and examining my feelings, if I 
could comfortably return .home; but I am very sorry to inform you, my 
dear father, that I feel that nothing in the world can draw me back 

* Leshonah Habaa Bemsholaem-next year in Jernsalem. 
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to Russia. Ever since I left home, I felt, and I still feel, that there 
is something for me somewhere, which will make me happy (of course, 
this may be only my fancy), but yet such feelings are mine ; and I 
also feel constrained that I must go all over the world. I intend 
to sail for England this week, and will try and stay in England for 
a little while, and then will go to America, Australia, New Zealand. 
Queensland, and then find out different parts where to go to.* I 
must say again, dear father, that I feel sorry that I cannot return, but 
I hope you will pardon me. Please do not write to me until you hear 
from me fmm England ; I hope to be in London next week, and spend 
the great day of atonement amongst our brethren, the Jews, in London, 
and sincerely trust that the Lord will be merciful unto me and to you. 
My dear father, I hope to be in your mind on the great day of atone
ment, so that the Lord may hear your prayers on my behalf if my prayers 
should not be acceptable. I would also inform you, my beloved father, 
that the feeling of fear that I used to have when at home, about my 
sinnersbip before God, and afraid for the hour of death with awful dread, 
is still the same. I assure you that, if I was the richest person in the 
world, I would not mind to sacrifice all the riches of the world, in order
to have a realisation that the God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac, and 
of Ja.cob, is my God, and that I am Hi$ pardoned servant ; but I am 
afraid that there is no hope for me, unless something very extraordinary 
should happen, which I do not think will ever take place; but, however, 
as long as I have my strength I will not rest, and will go on; and even 
if I cannot get any satisfaction for my soul, then I will occupy my 
youthful days in travelling, and see something of the world and 
the life of men, about which the great and royal preacher said," All 
is vanity and vexation of spirit." My dear father, I hope when I get 
to England I will persev_:ere, and try to make my special business to visit 
the foreign (.Rabbonim) Rabbis, and ask them to teach me the holy law, 
not so much the Gemarah, as the Toroh, Nobiim, and Cethabim,t and 
wish that you, and my dear old Rabbi, and beloved mother, will earnestly 
pray that the God of our brethren Israel will enlighten my mind, and 
that I may learn much about his wonders unto Israel. Oh, dear father, 
I feel if I had satisfaction in my own soul, I would go all over the world 
and tell all the (Goem) or Gentiles of the great God JEHOVAH, who. 
is the only true and Almig~ty God. I ~ust close this letter, beloved 
father, and hope soon to write to you agam. 

Accept my deepest affection to yourself, and mother, and all. 
I am, my beloved father, 

Your affectionate son, 
IsAAO LEVIN80HN. 

Hamburg, 1871. 
(To be continued.) 

* To prevent the idea taking root, that a roving spirit had induced Mr.' Isaac 
Levinsohn to leave his home, we personally put the question to him, to ascertain if 
now, in the least degree, he desired -to travel to Australia, America, &c. Most 

· emvhatically, he answered" No." He had not the slightest desire to leave England 
now his soul was satisfied in the saving knowledge of Jesus Chl·ist, as the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. 

t The law, the prophets, and the Hagiographa. 
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MISTAKES! 
" They have taken away my LO'T'd, and I knuw not whe-re they have laid Him." 

THEN she thought He was still in the sepulchre ! she had no idea 
that He was risen from the dead. As soon as she saw the stone was 

rolled away, she ran back to the disciples-and, with a painful surprise, 
she cried out, "They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, 
e.nd we know not where they have laid Him." 

" Blind unbelief is sure too err I " 

Why, she had more· faith in the threatenings and cruel designs 
of the chief priests than she had in her Lord's declaration, " I 
will see you again ! " On her part it was a mistake altogether. " They," 
had not " taken Him away ! " He had risen, a beautiful and victorious 
Oonqueror over death and the grave, and He was speedily manifesting 
Himself unto His disciples in different places, and in various ways
that they might be led exultingly to exclaim : 

" THE LORD IS RISEN TIIDEED, 
AND RATH APPEARED UNTO SIMON ! " 

Like unto Mary, we poor weak ones are often making the same mistake. 
We run off hither and thither expecting to find the LORD; but 
He is not there. Then we charge the cause of our disappointment 
upon some persons or circumstances which have no more to do with it 
than the chief priests or the guards had to do with Christ's removal 
from the grave. 

The four questions with which my notes closed last month, on page 
75, must remain in abeyance this month, for my mind is loaded with 
serious thoughts upon even much greater mistakes than Mary made on 
the morning of the resurrection. I cannot hold back a terrible lesson 
which I learned the other morning respecting the "MISTAKES" which 
even the most popular ministers frequently make when they are preach
ing to the people. How many poor souls are hereby deceived, deluded, 
e.nd led to build upon a bank of sand, instead of building upon THE 
RocK OF AGES, eternity alone will reveal. 

My readers ! whether yon are young or old-whether you are in the 
ministry or not ; in the Church or out of it-let me most intensely 
beseech of yon to take heed of being led away by the many false and 
fatal mistakes which are now being made in connection with what passes 
for religion on every hand. 

If, like Mary, you can, in the confidence of a holy love, say of J Esus, 
He is "MY LORD," no awful destruction can ever finally overwhelm 
you ; but even then, unless you have taken "the shield of faith," yon 
may be pierced with many a "fiery dart "-and, with a bruised spirit, 
you may in much silent son·ow have to walk a thorny path almost to 
the end of your days. 

The other day I asked an aged .servant of Christ (who has preached 
the Gospel in a provincial district for more than half-a-century), if he 
would give the people a discourse upon the secret harmony existing 
between a Divine predestination, and an ever-ruling and ever-reigning 
providence ? 

He shook his head, he groaned in himself, and he said : " I never 
could do it ! " 
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There is a "deep that coucheth beneath," and it may be pregnant 
with ultimate blessedness ; but while with the eye of sense you only see 
THE SURFACE, the hidden treasures of darkness must be unknown to. 
you ; and if the eye of faith is not steadfastly fixed upon the promise ;. 
if there is not a secret persuasion that God's providence will make way 
for His promise in its fulfilment, you may plunge into many mistakes, 
and be filled with sore, with gloomy dismay ; for to me it appears quite 
beyond the reach of any finite mind to open up the volumeG of mysterious 
meaning in that one verse of Cowper's : 

" In deep, unfathomable mines 
Of NEVER-FAILING skill, 

HE treasures up His bright designs, 
And works His sovereign will." 

My lesson, to which I have referred, came to me on Saturday morning 
March 17, 1877. Taking the precious Bible to read a portion befor~ 
we bowed down at the mercy-seat, I opened at once on the twentieth 
chapter of Ezekiel's prophecy-and, without pre-meditation, I read on. 
The prophet is careful to tell us the exact time when the event 
occurred. It was when they had been seven years in the Babylonish 
captivity ; it was when they had fallen away into an inclination to con
form to the idolatries of the heathen ; it wae when their hearts had in 
some measure departed from the Lord ; then, with a species of hypocrisy 
in their minds, " Certain of the elders of Israel came and sat before the• 
prophet to enquire of the Lord." 

They did not wish to continue in their connected Jewish order and 
worship. No ! They wanted to have their freedom, to be disbanded, 
to be at liberty to mingle with the heathen-and, like them, "To SERVE 
WOOD AND STOls--:E." 

The Lord knew their hearts ; He saw their hypocritical tendencies , 
and He comes peremptorily and positively to the prophet Ezekiel, say
ing, "Son of lman, speak unto the elders of Israel, and say unto them,. 
Thus saith the LORD GoD" ( What !), "Are ye come to enquire of Me ? 
As I live, saith the LORD GoD, I will not be enquired of by you ! " 

Here is the lesson. Almost universally now, PRAYER is spoken 
of as an act, as an exercise, as a dealing with GoD, which any man, at 
any time, under any circumstances, may go about, may enter into with 
a certainty of success. 

It is a common thing to speak of coming to God as though He had 
thrown the reins of His sovereignty and of His holy government to 
the winds ; as though He had thrown the doors leading up to His mercy
seat wide open-so that any, and all, under any circumstances, might 
rush into Hi.E presence, just as the fit might take them. But, saith the 
LORD GoD to the prophet, ".As I live, saith the LORD God, I will not 
be enquired of by you." 

Here, they found out their mistake. 
So to speak of prayer-or, of coming to enqnire of the Lord, as. 

though it were a matter, or work, within any man's reach, is grievously 
to deceive the soul. 

Is it not contrary to the whole of God's Holy Word? Is it not 
painfully contradicted by the experience of all the tried family of God ? 
Yea. does not the conduct of the whole world put a negative upon such 
a theory? 
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Men may be naturally and scholastically qualified to preach, or lecture, 
or write, or hold any office in the visible, in the professing Church; printed 
prayers, or forms of petitions may be rolled ont in abundance ; but God
inspired, Spirit-taught prayer-no man, no human being can, of himself, 
put forth. I fear that in this part of the public profession of worship, there 
is more "moekage," more hypocrisy, more trifling with the Almighty, than 
thousands ever thought of. Oh, ministers ! deacons ! superintendents of 
schools! naturally-gifted talkers ! if ye make a mistake here, it may be 
serious, it may bring yon eternal sorrow. We are, onr professing 
Ohurches are, all in excitement now. But, do we know this great 
mystery, this chiefest of all spiritual blessings, this family favour, so 
fully expressed by John, "Truly onr fellowship is with the FATHER, 
and with His Son JESUS 0HRIST ?" 

There are other mistakes. When I have briefly answered the four 
questions in my last (my Lord permitting), the matter of prayer 
may be urged upon you by 

Your servant in the Gospel, 
CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 

9, Banbury-road, South Hackney, March, 1877. 

RESTORATION DESIRED. 

"Ok that I were as in months past, as in tke days when God preserved me; when 
His candle skinedupon my l1ead, and when by His light I walked tkrou,gk darkness.''
Job. xxix. 2, 3. 

THOU art the Husbandman, and I 
A worthless plot of husbandi·y, 
Whom special love did ne'ertheless 
Divide from Nature's wilderness: 
Then did the sunshine of Thy face 
And sweet illapses of Thy grace, 
Like April showers, and warming gleams, 
Distil its dews, reflect its beams. 
My dead affections then were green, 
And hopeful buds on these were seen ; 
These into labours soon were turn'd 
In which my heart within me burn'd : 
0 I halcyon day ! thrice happy state! 
Each place was Bethel-heaven's gate I 
What sweet discourse! what heavenly talk I 
Whilst with Thee I did daily walk. 
Mine eyes o'erflow-my heart doth sink 
As oft as on those days I think : 
For strangeness now has got between 
My God and me, as may be seen 
By what is now, and what was then : 
'Tis just as if I were two men. 

My fragrant branches blasted be, 
No fruit like those that I can see. 
Some canker-worm lies at my root, 
Which fades my leaves, destroys my fruit. 
My soul is banished from Thy sight
For this it mourneth day and night. 
Yet why does thou desponding lie 1 
With Jonah cast a backward eye; 
Sure in thy God help may be had, 
There's precious balm in Gilead. 
That God that made me spring at fixst, 
When I was barren and accurst, 
Can much more easily restore 
My soul to what it was before. 
'Twas Heman's, Job's, and David's case, 
Yet all recover'd were by grace. 
A word, a smile, on my poor soul, 
Will make it perfect, sound, an,l whole. 
A glance of Thine bath soon dissolv'd 
A soul in sin, and grief involv'd. 

" 0 FOR the glory and the bliss, 
Wben all that pained or seem'd amiss 

Shall melt with earth away I 
When saints beneath their Snviour's eye 
Fill'd with each other's company 

Shall spend in love the etcmal day I " 
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ONLY AN HIRELING. 
A LITTLE ESSAY FOR HYPER-CRITICAL HEARERS. 

"THE hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, whose own the sheep 
are not," is the language of One who spake as never man spake, 

and whose words are worthy our deepest attention, as expressing· a 
great and solemn truth ; but while this language has an important 
application-which the minister of the Gospel should always bear in mind 
-he is painfully conscious, with all his efforts to be faithful to the 
Church of the living God, that he is treated as such by many of its 
members. 

Our a1lusion is obvious, and refers exclusively to those good and 
gTacious men, who are called by the Master to preach to Churches with
out pastors, who at all times and seasons obey the call :of their Divine 
Master, and, wet or dry, hot or cold, go where His voice calls them to 
preach the Word. 

It is by no means unusual to hear on the Sabbath evening a dia-
logue similar to the following take place :

A.-And who have we coming next Lord's-day ? 
B.-Ob, Mr. C., of such a place. 
D.-Then I shall certainly make myself scarce. 
E.-W11y? I thought (and have always understood) he was a faith-

ful man, and, as times go, well up to his work. · 
D.-Yes, I have nothing to say against him; but he has peculiarities 

which are disagreeable to me. 
E.-W ell, every man has them, I suppose ; but surely that is 

scarcely a justifiable reason for absenting yourself from the house 
of God? 

D.-Justifiable or not, I shall do so; and I believe (and here D 
lboks round enquiringly amongst a little knot of people who are 
listening) there are plenty of others who will do the same. 

E.-W ell, no doubt there are some who will stay away if they feel no 
more interest in the Church than you do, and who do not sympathise with 
the deacons who are doing their best to fill the pulpit with men of God, in 
these trying times. (Here D, who looks a little scared at this homely 
way of putting truth, shrugs his shoulders, but convinced by a small 
band of admirers that he is not without sympathy, be ventures to ridi
cule the expected Mr. C.; and ends by bouncing out of the chapel, as if 
he was the sole pillar of the place, and, of course, is absent on the next 
Lord's-day.) 

His example is followed by others, who look upon him as the sole 
repository of wisdom and knowledge in the place; and the hireling 
enters the pulpit with the depressing conviction, that there is something 
to be laid to his own account as he looks upon the vacant places, and 
though conscious his object has been to abase the sinner and exalt the 
Saviour, and that be is seeking not to please the fancies, but to profit 
the souls of his hearers, he ofttimes finishes his Sabbath labour with the 
painful con ,iction that he has been considered by some as a mere 
preaching machine; and with the words of the prophet forcibly recurr
ing to his mind : "Then said I, I have laboured in vain and spent my 
strength for nought and in vain ; yet surely ml judgment is with the 
Lord, and my work with my God." 
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" What shall we say to these things ? If God be for us, who can be 
against us?" But he who bears his Master's commission, has a right to 
expect the sympathy of his Master's friends. And we feel persuaded, 
that were there more earnest prayer and less criticism, more desire for 
soul profit than mere gratification of the intellect, the Churches who 
are dependent upon the services of these men, who are regarded as hire
lings, would be in a state of greater prosperity than most of them are ; 
and we should not so frequently hear the cry of " Ichabod," resounding 
from year to year. 

I am no advocate of ignorance, or would, in any way, palliate want 
of intelligence, or care in preparation for a work so serious ; but obser
vation and experience convinces me that more than ordinary qualifica
tions are expe(:ted in our time; in fact, man is expected to be more than 
man, and something extraordinary is looked for by most of our Churches. 
They expect to derive from dying men that influence which can only 
come from the living God; and more dependence is placed upon human 
agency than upon the operations of God the Holy Spirit; and while it 
would be unfair to state that many of onr Churches do not plead in 
earnest prayer for God's blessing upon His servants' ministry, it is to be 
more than feared that the majority do not, and are indifferent to the 
welfare and prosperity of others if their individual tastes are not 
gratified, and their prejudices and eccentricities ministered to, by 

AN HIRELING. 

[This is no overdrawn sketch ! No doubt the deacons of some 
causes suffer much from the mental and spiritual poverty of many who 
will preach ; perhaps, if the deacons always consulted the Churches in 
the choice of their supplies, much of which Barnabas complains, might 
be avoided.-En.J 

" UP I YE SOLPIERS OF THE CROSS I" 
BY BENJAMIN GOUGH, 

UP ! ye soldiers of the cross, 
Tme followers of the Lamb, 

Braving martyrdom and loss 
For love of Jesu's name. 

Grasp the Spirit's two-edged sword 
And fight as fought your sires of yore, 

Champion of your risen Lord, 
Alive for evermore. 

To the rescue I see the land, 
Once wrested from the foe

N ow o'e1·spread on every hand 
And threatening overthrow, 

Like the Midianites of old 
So the Popish locusts come ; 

Wolves have c1·ept in ev'ry fold, 
And Oxford kneels to Rome. 

Sion 's courts are all defiled, 
And priestly knaves prevail ; 

Where our martyrs preached and toiled, 
The alien band assail. 

Bowing at God's holy shrine . 
Perjurers by thousands kneel ; 

There the snrpliced traitors join 
The sacrilege to seal. 

Altars flame with Roman lights, 
And clouds of incense rise ; 

Judas with blasphemous rites 
Profanes the sacrifice. 

Lips of falsehood publish lies, 
And, fearless of the penal rod, 

Conjuring priests their arts devise, 
And make an idol-god. 

Where is Gideon and his sword 1 
And where his conquering host? 

Luther's thnnder--or the word 
Of Knox, whom Britons boast 1 

Who is on the Lord's side-who? 
Rise and fight in Jesu's name ! 

Rend and rout the Romish crew, 
Old England's curse and shame. 

Up ! ye soldiers of the c1·oss
Like Phinehas of old, 

Zealous in the righteous cause, 
In judgment prompt and bold. 

Stand for Jesus I-do or die, 
Shiver the vile gods of Rome; 

Nevm· shall the Popish lie 
In England find a home. 
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A POOR ISOLATED PRISONER. 

DEAR MR. BANKS,-Glad to hear of you, through the VESSEL, 
still trotting about your Master's business. I was thinking this 

morning, as I was reading Psa. cvii., what a good thing if we all felt the
same de~ire as David ~id! He begins," Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, 
for He 1s good, for His mercy endureth for ever." Watts catches this. 
feeling, and sings,-

" Give thanks to God, He reigns above, 
Kind are His thoughts, His Name is' Love!' 
His mercy ages past have known, 
And ages long to come shall own." 

Then there is another old song of his, little sung now-a-days,
" When all Thy mercies, 0 my God, 

My rising soul surveys, 
Transported with the view, I'm lost 

In wonder, love, and praise." 

Sweet old song to me, seldom hear the like spoken of. I say, with 
David, " Oh, that men would praise the Lord for Hifl goodness,'' instead 
of so much murmuring ; how good it would be ! Some one says,-

" Man wants but little here below, 
Nor wants that little long." 

I find but few that are satisfied with little. If we come to Paul, he
says, " Having food and raiment, let us herewith be content." In those 
things I can adopt this language, and say, the dear Lord has always 
given me more than I expected, but I dare not say I was always satisfied;. 
but I would desire to be so, for He hath done great things for me, and 
I can sometimes rejoice and be glad. See how I have run away from 
Him, and how He bath fetched me back; like Jonah, I have tried to 
flee from His presence, but He knew where I was. It seems a great 
mystery, the Lord should have prepared a fish to swallow Jonah and 
take him safe to ~and; but is it not a greater mystery our dear Lord 
should have carried us in the bowels of His love and compassion from 
all eternity, and most assuredly will bring us safe to those heavenly 
shores where we shall sigh nor fret no more? 

This is badly written, I fear you cannot make anything of it, my hand 
shakes, and other infirmities come in the way. May the Lord be pleased 
to give you your health and strength to pen and preach for the good of' 
such poor isolated prisoners as I am I Its nice to get a bit of truth when 
confined indoors, and to hear the whispers of His love. I wish I could. 
get the book of the twelve tribes. 

Yours in the love of truth, S. HARRlS. 
20, Brunswick-street, Swansea, South Wales. 

GOODNESS OF GOD. 
ISAIAH XL. 25. 

To whom, then, will ye liken Me ? 
To whom shall I as equal be? 
Thus saith the Holy One, the Lord : 
And who can contradict His Word? 
Is there yet any power or love 
Liken'd to that of God above? 
Is there yet any wisdom found, 
As what I.here doth in Him abound 

Tottenham. 

Is any like His righteousness ? 
Or any grnce, or faithfulness? 
Or such compassion to be known, 
Or goodness, as in God.alone? 
No promises can equal be, 
As what we in the Scriptures see ; 

I O Thou the Root of Verity, 
None can be likened unto Thee. 

W. HOUSE. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Meditations on the Loving Words of while, for one moment, we render our 
our Loving Lord and Saviour. By small meed of honour to a man whom God 
James Grant, author of " God is bath delighted to honour. With his manly 
Love," &c., &c. (London : W.'H. Guest, mental powers, his lion-like boldness and 
29, Paternoster-row). Over sixty volumes courage, his onward continuance in hard 
have issued from the prolific pen of work, and with his eagle eye, our Mr. 
that well-known and-by the Christian James Grant has never flinched in facing 
family-almost universally beloved " de- a foe to truth, or in doing good service 
fender of the faith," James Grant, Esq., to a genuine Biblical Christianity. We 
so many years the chief editor of one of have never marvelled at his criticisms on 
our leading London morning journals. Lynch, the Bible Society, and scores of 
His brain must be strong, elastic, ever- other defective pleaders; but when the 
active, enduring, and amazingly fruitful lion-like penman came down upon 
in reviewing every phase of this world's Charles Haddon Spurgeon for allowing 
history, as well as diving down into the Dale to preach on his platform, we said, 
holy mysteries of that truth and grace his eagle eye is as clear, and his lion-like 
which came by Jesus Christ. Withont heart, is as bold as ever. Where he has 
the least thought of unduly honouring discovered an enemy to God's Word, out 
our Mr. James Grant (for there is has come his bow, off has fled his arrow, 
another author bearing the same name ; and seldom, if ever, has he missed bis 
but not of the same spiritual nature), mark. 
we are bound to thank God for giving How humblingthe thought the best of 
to this age a man in whose consti- men must leave off work here. How 
tution and complex character any delightful the fact, their reward in the 

· one, with half an eye of true discernment, Redeemer's kingdom is certain. l\fr. 
will long have seen those four-fold qualifi- Grant, after having given to the world 
cations of a leading spirit, which Ezekiel many thousands upon thousands of richly 
saw in "the living c,·eatures," when he laden volumes has sat down in the cool 
was bv the river of Chebar. Millions of of the evening of his life, and has put 
men have only one face ; that is, a self- the crown of sterling value upon all his 
exalting, a self-possessing face; the mark previous works by writing a most 
of the beast is on their fo1·ehe'!Ld, which precious commentary upon The Loving 
is "Idolatry;" the mark of the beast is 1Vo,·ds of our Loving Lo,·d and Saviour. 
in their hand, which is " Couetousmss;" We are quite satisfied this sweet little 
and these are the two twin demons which volume will be extensively read, and as 
almost fill the world with misery. Such largely appreciated. God bless the 
men as James Grant-like the living author when called to lay down his pen 
creatures-have the four faces ; in the for ever ; although if there is any writing 
front is the MAN, significant of a good in heaven, we know for certain James 
unde1-standing, an extensive knowledge, Grant will be up and at it even there. 
with a deep under-current of human Gospel Magazine for March, with John 
sympathy ; the second is the face of a Barber's reminiscences, and other spices, 
LION, denoting boldness, courage, and a render our old friend pleasant and good. 
fearless effort to expose and overcoil'..le -Old Jonathan with his pictures and 
every evil thing; the face of the ox re- prose papers cheer many heavy hearts.
presents the patient and the persevering Salvation : Its Two Extremes. A sermon 
labour of ever.v one worthy to be called a by Mr. Hazelton, wherein that expression, 
111an. The schoolmen said, a horse may '' He died unto sin once," is opened up 
fly off and deceive you, but a real o:r ,vith terrible co1Tectness. John Hazel
never will. We have seen, in the pen ton'sjorte is the cross of Christ, and all 
and pulpit circles, many like young race- its consequences.-" The Two Priestly 
horses, slim, slender, and saucy; but Babylons, Eastern and ',Vestern," in Mr. 
they soon run themselves to death. Where Frith's Voice of Warning, is timely, and 
are those fiery flyingmeteorsnow, which tells of what is yet to come. Bachelor 
for a time shot through the air? Alas I I Barnett has a long head and a clear eye. 
the echo answers "Where ?" The living How is it so many clever writers ~-e no,v 
creature, like the sturdy ox, is known by 1 <lriving their pens into the very v'.tals_ of 
his "patimt" contim,anr.e in well-doing.' Rome, and yet she steams on with m
Last of all, there is the piercing, the per- / creasing speed in this countiy 1 Is 
spipacions,theswift,thesnn-daringfnceof England again to be scourged with her 
the EAGLE. Standaside,yelazylibellers, I infernal persecutions? We ask our-
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seh-es one solemn question : Are not the 
professed enemies to England's Ritual, 
and to Rome's Confessional, hiding in 
their hearts the God-dishonoming doc
trines of universal redemption, and of 
man's free-will? To be sure thev are. 
Hence they make no progress. • They 
obtain the poor deluded people's money 
under the pretence of saving England 
from the dominant reign of Popery. 
But Manning and the cardinal crew 
laugh at them. Cardinal Manning fears 
no one but such hearty fellows as Bat
tersby, Bradbury, and a few like them, 
who send their cannons roaring right 
against Rome, whether it is Papal Rome, 
Ritualistic Rome, free-will Rome, Con
gregational Rome, or any other scheme 
,of men's devising. We have been on the 
walls, behind the scenes, in the con
ferences, and on the committees. now for 
-over thirty years, and we have caught 
the feverish fear, that to get hold of 
money under the guise of beating back 
en-or is the one common aim of nearly all 
the zealots of our dav. The time will 
come when God will shew them that in 
His sight one lie is as bad as another. 

T'he Baptist Handbook jor 1877 con
tains some curious items. Poor friend 
Row seems left out in the cold, all alone; 
and Mr. Cuff is altogether in the wrong 
place; as to brother R. G. Edwards, we 
must try and set him right, for, after his 
several notes, it seems they will not cor
rect him. If we are to have a handbook 
we Yote for having one to be relied upon. 

Grove Chapel Pulpit, a weekly -penny 
issue of Mr. Thomas Bradbury's sermons, 
printed and published by Robert Banks, 
in good Small Pica type, on substantial 
paper, each number containing twelve 
large octavo pages. Joseph Irons, James 
·wells, J. C. Philpot, and a few others, 
haYe supplied the Churches of truth with 
an immense number of Gospel discourses, 
but as those gracious men wP,re called 
home, the weekly streams of experimental 
and of pure evangelical expositions dried 
up. ·when we found the Grove chapel 
deacons and friends had an-anged to 
imulish some of Mr. Thomas Bradbury's 
sermons, we rejoiced in the hope that, all 
through this countl-y and the colonies, 
these strong testimonies may be, in the 
Lord's hands, the means of comfort to 
the comfortless, and of stimulating the 
zeal of the lukewarm in a laborious con
tention for what is tme and good. 

Harnwny Between Moses and Christ. 
By Dr. Thomson. Reply to Wm. BiI'ch 
-(Manchester: Tubbs and Brook). Wm. 
Birch, like most of the Universalists, 
-a1Ji,ears to be going farther from truth 
than ever. Moses, the man of God, is 

considered as one ac'ting without auth01ity, 
a kind of semi-pagan. We consider Dr. 
Thomson has come forth in defence of 
the Mosaic economy in a spirit which the 
Lord will honour. In the Old Testament 
the glory, the love, the majesty, and the 
distinguishing grace of Jehovah shines 
forth between the dark clouds of Sinai, 
and the dismal smokes of sin, so bril
liantly, and clothed in such beautiful 
robes of sovereign mercy and inflexible 
justice, that the natural mind is over
whelmed; but having no anointing from 
the Holy One it becomes hardened, and, 
like the ancient and modern philosophers, 
turns to id'1latry, blasphemy, and open 
rebellion. lfay the Lord have mercy 
upon William Birch. 

Jennett Omgg, the Quakeress, is a tale 
by Maria Wright, m which the persecu
tions of Christians, and the horrors of 
the London plagues in by-gorie days, art> 
vividly contrasted with our comparatively 
pleasant and prosperous times. S. W. 
Partridge & Co. have put Miss Wright's 
tear-drawingnan-atives in a comely dress; 
the printing and binding are good, while 
in eve1-y page the heroic faith of God's 
poor afflicted saints is revealed in such 
homely and self-evident ske~hes and 
scenes of town and country life, as to 
enchain the reader's attention until the 
curtain suddenly drops with a little 
gleam of hope that "liberty of con
science" may still remain " the charter 
of our land.'' 

C!Lrist' s Glorious Achievements, set forth 
in seven sermons by C. H. Spurgeon 
(London : Passmore and Alabaster). 
Here are seven discourses, bound in 
green cloth and lette1·ed, for one shilling. 
A consecutive series on the triumphs of 
our Lord, "Christ the End of the Law," 
"Christ the Conqueror of Satan,"" Christ 
the Overcomer of the Word,"" Christthe 
Maker of all things new,"" Clnist the 
Spoiler of principalities and powers," 
"Christ the Destroyer of death," "Christ 
the Seeker and Saviour of the lost." 
Now, we have looked into these pages to 
see if Truth maintained her throne 
supreme. Indeed, to us it so appears. 
Here are a few lines as one sample:-" If 
Jesus did diI'ect His mission of salvation 
to the lost, to whom else could He have 
come 1 For, tmth to say, there are none 
but the lost on the face of this whole 
earth. The proudest Pharisee is but a 
sinner, and all the more a sinner for his 
pride ; and the moralist, who thinks 
himself so clean, is filthy in the sight of 
God. Though he labours to conceal the 
spots, the self-righteous man is a leper, 
and will for ever remain so, unless Jesus 
cleanses him.'' 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
AN EDITORIAL ACKNOWLEDG-

MENT. 
THROUGH the kindness of W. H. Colling
ridge, E,q., we bad the pleasure of spending 
a very happy hour, on March 8th, with 
Dr. Doudoey, and about 100 of hi• warmest 
friends. It was the sixty-sixth birthday of 
the Editor of the Gospel Magazine, and 
the opportunity was taken to present Dr. 
Doudney with a very substantial mark of the 
Jove and eileem in which the readers of that 
old and valuable magazine hold him. The 
meeting was convened in the hall of the 
Young Men's Christian Association, Alders
gate-street, London. Alderman Sir An
drew Lusk, M.P., presided on the occasion, 
and after prayer, the chairman called on 
Mr. W. H. Collingridge, the treasurer, to 
report the result of his labours. In a very 
interesting and pleasing manner Mr. Colling
ridge told us of the many hundreds ofletters 
his wallet (which be had brought with him) 
contained, all of which be would relld to the 
meeting, ii they desired it; but two or three 
were read as specimens of the bulk. At the 
request of some friends, he bad undertaken 
the task of bringing the su bscriptioos to
getbe1• ; no pressing appeal bad been made ; 
one circular bad been sent to rich and poor ; 
the rich man had sent bis .£20, while the 
widow bad sent her 2d. One letter con
taining £13s.6d. was stated to be contributed 
by seventy-three persons; another with £1 
13s. was collected from children all under 
twelve years of age, as a token of Jove to 
"dear Old Jonathan." 

Sir Alderman Lu•k followed in a speech 
which showed be had a very accurate know
ledge of the history of Dr. Doudney, men
tioning the principal traits in the Doctor's 
career :- his labours as a printer in London ; 
his desire to enter the Church of England ; 
his ministerial, benevolent, and industri,,l 
work in Ireland; the issuing of .Dr. Gill's 
Commentary from his industrial press at 
Boomahou, composed by the Irish boys; his 
suc<"essful endeavours to relieve the feru·ful 
distress that prevailed in Ireland during the 
famine; his removal to Bedminster, Bristol, 
the erection of St. Luke's church there, and 
the estahlishment of various agencies con
nected therewith for the benefit of the poor. 
" He," said the Alderman, "has shown 
himself able lo wield the power of both press 
and pulpit; thirty-live yPnrs as Erlitor of the 
Gospel Magazine, and twenty-one years as 
the originator and successful conductor of 
Old Jonathan; it is thus clear why so 
many huve subscribed to this testimouial." 
Turning to Dr. Doudoey (who snt on his 
left) the Alderman concluded by presenting 
to him a pocket-book contning a cheque for 
£500, which was accompanied by a very 
hnndsomrly-frnmP<I nnd illuminated address, 
which read as follows:-

" Presented at n meeting, held in the City 
of London, to the Rev. David Alfred 
Doudney, D,D,, Vicar of St. Luke's, Bed-

minster, Bristol, on his sixty-sixth birthday 
March 8th, 1877, together with a purs; 
containing the sum of Five Hundred Pounds 
contributed bv nearly One Thousand reader; 
of the Gospel 1lfagazine and Old Jonathan 
in token of their appreciation of his labou~ 
as Editor of the Go.~pel Magazine during 
a p~riod of nearly thirty-seven years, and as 
proJ•ctor. and for twenty-one years Editor 
of Old Jonathfln with earnest prayers that 
he may long be spared to continue his useful 
efforts. (Signed) ANDREW LUSK, chair
man; W. H. C0LLINGRIDGE, treasurer. 

After the surprise evidently manifested at 
the amount of the testimonial, Dr. Doudney 
acknowledged the testimonial, and after 
alluding to some minor matters, said : My 
connection with the Gospel Magazine has. 
now extended to seven-and-thirty years. The 
turning point in my history was the giving 
heed to the oft-repeated request of a now long 
sainted mother. In her every letter she would 
say : " Read your Bible; it it be but a few 
verses, read it every day." The wish, so fre
quently and so affectionately expressed, I 
thought could be so easily complied with, 
that I sought to carry it out. To that sim
ple fact, under God, I have entirely to ascribe 
any little success that may have attended a 
course which has this day extended to its 
sixty-sixth anniversary. Disputed or 
despised as God's most sacred Word may be 
in the days in which we live, the very stones 
beneath my feet might well cry out did I 
fail-however feebly and imperfectly-to 
speak well of it. To the BIBLE I have to 
attribute every temporal and every spiritual 
blessing with which I have been indulged. 
It is not for anything in me inherently or 
intrinsirally that I have ever been able to
undertake or to accomplish what may have, 
in some little :neasure, redounded to the glory 
of God and to the good of my fellow-men. It 
is to Goo's GRACE, and to THAT AL0llE, 
that I am indebted. None have more cause 
than I to exclaim, and that most emphatically, 
"Not unto us, 0 Lord,notuotous, butuoto 
Thy name give glory, .for Thy mercy and 
Thy truth's sake." Seven-and-thirty years 
is certainly a long time to be permitted to 
occupy the same post-to conduct the same 
work; but, in proof that there is no credit 
whatever due to me, and that, as I have sai<l, 
all the glory is due to God, allow me to state 
a fact. The title of my second leading 
article-that for July, 1840-was, " Fnint, 
yet Pursuing;'" so, that, within a few weeks of 
mv undertaking the editorship of the Gospel 
ll:fag11zi11e, my hands waxed faint. More
over, I tried to the utmost to relinqui•h the 
work; and to this day I contemplate with 
amazement the patience, forbearance, and 
long-sufferin!I" of my God, in regard lo the 
rebellious thoughts and feelings of which I 
was the subject in connection with editorship. 
At the commencement of both mv ministerial 
and editorial career, I thought that the little 
barrel of meal would soon waste, and the 
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cruse of oil fail; but, thank God! [ have 
found it far, far otherwise. Although-as in 
the case of the blessed John Newton-I have, 
as a rule, had but oue text at a time upon 
which either to write or to preach, there has 
nlway.< been thn.t one. And now-so far 
from the fund being· exhausted, or the store
house empted-I feel but, as it were, just 
inserting the key into the lock of the great 
Gospel treasury, in which I shall find 
ample provision for meditation aRd praise 
through a ne,·er-ending eternity. And why ? 
Because Christ, in His own Divine and most 
glorious Person, is the sum and substance 
of His own blessed Word. "It is of Him, 
and through Him, and to Him are all things, 
to whom be glory for ever. Amen." And 
now, what shall I say with respect to the 
object for which wa are called together this 
e\'ening ! How can I acknowledge in any
thing like adequate terms your kindness, and 
the munificent gift with which you have 
recognised my protracted, but at the same 
time, 1•ery humble labours? I might dwell 
upon my deep, deep sense of their faultiness 
and frailty, but I will not. The great 
Searcher of hearts knows what I feel in this 
respect_ I thank each and every subscriber ; 
1 thank my dear friend and successor, Mr. 
W. H. Collingridge, for the very successful 
manner in which he has carried out an object 
which stamps my present birthday as the 
most remarkable, encouraging, and eventful 
of the whole threescore-and-six ! In conclu
sion, I earnestly pray that the special blessing 
of a covenant God may rest upon all; and, 
in the last great day of &ccount, may it be 
found that all have rendered some little service 
in the promotion of the Redeemer's glory and 
the spiritual and eternal well-being of 
immortal souls. 

Mr. Goodridge (from Bristol), gave a few 
words of congratulation to" bis dear pastor;" 
not in an official capacity, but desired to bear 
a personal testimony to the faithful preaching 
of " the Word" at St. Luke's; the high 
regard in which Dr. Doudney was held by 
his Cb urcb and congregation there ; and the 
pleasure they would realise when they heard 
of these proceedings. 

Mr. James Grant (late editor of Morning 
Advertiser) spoke of bis long and intimate 
acquaintance with Dr. Dou?ney; and w~ 
followed by the Rev. G. W. t,traton, who, m 
his usual 0kind and loving manner, related 
the part he had taken in getting the Doctor 
to enter the Church. 

A vote of thanks was given to the Chair
man · and a similar vote was tendered to Mr. 
W. H. Collingridge, both of which were 
suitably acknowledged. Most cheerfully 
then our friend, the Rev. W. Lush, gave 
out Toplady's hymn, 

"'A debtor to mercy alone,'' &c., 

which we tried to sing; and, prayer being 
offered, the proceedings closed. . 

It is ,;;eldom we have attended a gathermg 
where greater kindness and Christian love 
and regard have been manifest; and we must 
congratulate Dr. Doudney on the happy cir
•cumstances which surrounded him on bis 

sixty-sixth birthday, and wish him "many 
happy returns ol the day;" for it is but very 
seldom that any editor is so highly valued 
and so suitably rewarded in his life-time 88 
in this case. We could devoutly wish that 
it were otherwise. R. 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

Annual meetings of this Association were 
held at Mount Zion, Hill-street, Dorset
sq u,:re, on Tuesday, March 13th. At the morn
ing prayer meeting, Mr. Meeres presided; 
Psalm lxxxiv. was read. Brethren Wood
ard, Young·, Sears (of Laxfield), West (of 
Eritb), Teall (of Woolwich), Hoddy, Griffith, 
and Barra! prayed. In the afternoon, Mr. 
Hazelton 1·ead Ephesians iv., and delivered an 
excellent and elaborate discourse from chap. 
iii. 19, "That ye might be filled with all the 
fulness of God."· The words were' first 
viewed as indicating a Gospel doctrine, then 
as a petition, and finally as a phrase of 
Christian experience. On the last branch of 
this subject, a slight attack was made-and 
that very justly-on those who regard full 
assurance and confidence as presumption. 
At the evening meeting, Mr. Anderson, the 
president, of the Association, presided. After 
the friends had heartily sung the well-known 
hymn, commencing,-

" Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy praise," &c., 

Mr. J. Hall (of Richmond) prayed. John 
xv. was read. Mr. Anderson observed that 
this Asgociation bad already lasted longer 
than any previous one. It had lived six 
years, and struggled through ·difficulties; 
though little bad been done, yet more bad 
been accomplished by it than by any previous 
one. Little Churches had been helped, and 
brethren encouraged. The members generally 
had hearty good will one towards the other. 
It was growing·. Most saw the evil of •pend
ing time in abusing others who differ from 
them ; and while their owl! views were firmly 
maintained and advocated, others were allowed 
the same privilege claimed by them-namely, 
that of being entitled to their own opinions. 
J. Box, the secretary, then gave \I report. 
This was the sixth anniversary, the society 
being formed in March, 1871. Twenty-five 
brethren composed the committee. During 
the year seven meetings bad been held ; the 
attendance at which averaged two-thirds of 
the number of members. Six special 
services for united prayer with encouraging 
results. It had been thought well 
to bold these prayer-meetings on Monday 
evenings in future, and it is hoped that 
chapels in the neighbourhood will be closed 
these evenings, in order to secure a good 
attendance. The effort made to give educa
tional help to young ministers has been un
successful, and last May the class was dis
continued, on account of the smallness of the 
attendance. During the year only one ap
plication for help bas been made, wbicb ~as 
from Bethel chapel, Poplar. It was l!11-
mediately responded to in the shape of a gift, 
to extinguish a debt on their scbool building, 
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of £10. Two Churches have withdrawn 
from the Association-namely, one meeting 
in Milton hall, under the pastorate of Mr. D. 
Gander; and the other at Clapham-Mr. H. 
Hall being the under-shepherd. Twenty
~ight Churches comprised the Association, 
and twenty of these had sent letters, which 
showed spiritual and numerical prosperity
most of them, allo, having good Sunday 
-schools. The additions here recorded are all 
by baptism : Hope chapel, Bethnal-green, 
baptized 6, members 117 ; Camden lecture 
hall,3 added, membership 88; Avenue chapel, 
College-st., with an increase of 9, members 74; 
CbadweU..st., Clerkenwell, membership 324; 
Tamworth-road, Croydon, 8 added, with a 
membership of 65; Zion, Deptford, 6 added. 
members 244; Mr. Dearsly, 'at Dalston, 1 
baptized, members 45; Providence, Erith, 
baptized 7, members 28; Mount Zion, Hill
street, members 338, baptized 21 : 60 mem
bers have been dismissed from this cause to 
form another ; Bethel, Hoxt.on, baptized 2, 
-61 members; Homsey-rise, 1 added, mem
bers 55; Bermondsey (Mr. Meeres'), bap
tized4, 125members; Silver-street, Notting
hill, baptized 3! members 90; Bethel, Poplar, 
added 4; Pim ico-Carmel, baptized 1, 70 
members; Salem, Richmond, members 54 ; 
Soho-Oxford-street, baptized 9, 128 mem
bers; Wandsworth, baptized I, 87 members;. 
West Ham, ,7 added, 78 members; Jireh, 
East-road, baptized I, 89 members. In all, 
94 baptized, making on an average 5 for each 
Church. 

The subject for the evening was the unity 
of the Church. Mr. Dearsly spoke on the 
vital nature of the union; Mr. Langford 
followed on the sweet bond; Mr. Masterson 
dwelt on it.s great variety; Mr. Shepherd on 
the co-operation arisin~ lrom it; Mr. G. 
Webb, its] final perfecllon. The speeches 
were instructive and encouraging, After Mr. 
Langford's speech, Mr. Box gave a financial 
statement. There were two funds. The 
general fund. Balance in hand, £30 10s. 
which was augmented by the subscriptions 
ol several Churches; and the collection of 
the day togetheramountinl!,' to .£41 lls. Id., 
giving a total of .£72 ls. hi. The 
special fund, for granting loans without in
terest. They had .£141 in hand; in all about 
£240, with what WRS out. They wished to 
increase this to £1,000. A gentleman 
bad promised a guinea annually ii nineteen 
others would promise the same. This was 
done, when another promised the same amount 
if nineteen more agreed to the same ; and in 
all, with promises of guineas and half-guineas, 
over forty guineas annually was secured ; 
and a donation of .£5 from a friend at 
Kepple-street. 

The morning attendance was good, but 
afternoon and evening the chapel wRS com-
fortably full. W. B. 

SURREY TABERNACLE. 
MR, Ennoa,-I happen to know that the 

friends of truth, the country throughout, 
look to _.your pages to learn_ how the cause 

at the tabernacle moves on. It w:lll interest 
such to learn that the ordinance of believers' 
baptism has again been attended to. The 
~ervice was held on Wednesday evening, 
March 14. Previous to the administration 
of the ordinance, a masterly discourse was 
delivered by Mr. William Crowther, of 
Gomersal. The sermon was an unanswer
able argument, not in defence, but in positive 
proof drawn from Scripture, of the authority, 
the mode, and the subjects for, believers' 
baptism. No minister that I know is better 
q ualifled to deal with such a subject than 
Mr. Crowther. The whole argument was 
substantiated by chapter and verse, and was 
listened to by a large congregation with 
great interest-the mis-called " Bond of 
U11ity" company being shown, not only to 
have misconstrued Scripture, but to have 
made some very illogical and simple re
marks in their attempt to make their own 
statement good. At the close of the ser
mon Mr. Crowther, after making some suit
able remarks at the head or the pool, 
administered the ordinance to the candi
~ates; _and, alt~r singing and prayer, the 
10terest10g service was brought to a close. 
During March, we have bad Mr. Jull 
again. He is quite a favourite with some 
of the people, who love him for hi;i evident 
earnestness in bis Master's work. Then 
Mr. Forman came from the Isle of Ely to 
minister unto us "in Word and doctrine;" 
we look upon him as " a workman that 
need_eth not to be ashamed ; " and the 
people hear him with joy and gladness, and 
witll pleasure and profit; and bis visits are 
anticipated with delight by most of the con
gregation. Then we have had Mr. Crow
ther, Mr. Wise, and Mr. Mead. Might I 
be allowed a word about the last-named, in 
reference to ii letter which appeared in your 
March number, signed" J. C. L.?" I really 
think Mr. Mead might say, in reference to 
that letter, "Deliver me from my friends." 
I think, sir, your editorial note at the end 
con ta ins more Gospel truth than ell your 
correspondent's eulogistic letter, What I 
wish more particularly to notice is the foot
note of your corra•ponden t's letter, in which 
he states that one of the members of the 
tabernacle told the Lord, " We don't want 
no grammar in the pulpit." This is not, I 
understand, a fair quotation of the idea ex
pressed by the member. The thought was 
that the pure truth of the Gospel was more 
to be desired than any floe display of ability 
or of rhetoric; learning was not despised, 
but put in its proper place. The truth was 
to be first and foremost, and the other things 
could follow. But, if my information is 
correct, I think "J. C. L." need not further 
trouble 89 regards Mr. Mead and the taber
nacle ; for the Lord appears to be so blessing 
his labours at Heaton-road, Peckham, that 
I have good authority for saying the pro
bability Is the Church there will be made a 
Baptist Church, and Mr. Mead will be asked 
to take the oversight of the same. 

Yours truly, NOBODY. 
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"I AM FULL OF CHRIST." 
A Little Record of the Lij"e oj Faith, and 

Happy Death of Mrs. John Elam,late 
of :Sheffield. 

[We knew this quiet, consistent, and genuine 
disciple of our Lord Jesus, this true child 
of God. We ask our friends to read this 
memorial (by brother Joseph Taylor) to all 
who are afflicted with unbelief and slavish 
fear.-En.] 
At the request of brother Elam, I forward 

to you a brief memoir of the life and death of 
bis beloved wife, Ann Elam, who departed 
this life in peace and triumph, Dectmher 21, 
1876. Her maiden name was Ann Craig, 
was born at Dungeon, February 6, 1824. 

In tbe days of her youth she was fond of 
solitude; to be alone gathering flowers, or 
to be reading a book, was her delight. Her 
parents attended Lockwood Clmrch; she had 
the privilei;re of sitting under that man of 
God, Mr. Hewlett, who.was there about six 
years. Like Timothy, she knew the Holy 
Scriptures from a child; therefore, as gentle 
refreshing rains mellow the earth, and re
turn not again without accomplishing the end 
for which they are sent, so it was with the 
word of grace on her heart, under the bless
ing of the Spirit of our God. Fond of reading 
the Word, her reading was not in vain, the 
fruit appeared in after days, in faith and 
splritual excellence in the service of her God 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

When speaking at times with others on 
soul matters, she would put the question Yery 
pointedly," Do you know you are a sinner?" 
and then she would add," You know Christ 
came to save sinners." She could say for 
herself, " I know He loved me, and gave 
Himself for me." Her faith was stedfast in 
the doing, dying, and suffering of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in His rising again for 
her justification. She would speak of Him 
as her Sun of Righteousness, her bright and 
Morning Star, and would express her deep 
feeling at times, by saying, " I am full of 
Christ.'' 

Her illness commenced near four years 
airo. Her conversation and demeanour 
throughout, bore testimony to the matchless 
power of th~ doctrines of lree-~r.a~e, under 
the sanctifymg power of tbe Spmt of God 
to sustain, comfort, uphold, and enable the 
soul to triumph in Christ, under the keenest 
atllictions and most trying dispensations. 

In the summer of 1876, she was confined 
to her bed became so weak, that tl,e doctor 
said she co'uld not continue Ion g. In an tici
pation of her end, sbe called her family around 
her that she might give them counsel, and 
impart to them her last kiss ol !Jlessing. 
Through tbe goodness of God, she was raised 
up again for a while, as one from the dead, 
for all had watched her for dyinA, and she had 
given charge concerning her funeral, &c. She 
w:is troubled with a very severe cough; in our 
vi,it.s, Mrs. Taylor would say, "Aye! that 
cough ! "." Well,"_she woulcl :e~Iy," I_t's al.! 
right it 1s the will ol God, 1l 1s all right. 
Her j,atience and endurance under the se
verest pain, and chan{:{esfrom worse to wo~se, 
were astonishing. I never heard anythmg 

like a murmuring word proceed out of her 
mouth. She was cheerful nt all times, In
dustrious with her needle to the Inst, I was 
conversing with her on one occasion, nod 
referred to that excellent promise," Call upon 
Me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.'' She re
plied, "This is not a day of trouble to me, I 
have no trouble.'' I replied, " It is not a 
day of trouble, because the Lord bath given 
yon the promise, He hath taken the trouble 
away." At another time she said, "I have 
rather need to ask the Lord to withhold His 
hand, than to bestow more upon me." Again, 
she said," Do you think that He who has stood 
by me so long, will leave me now? Not 
likely ! " she said, with great emphasis. She 
would invariably ask for prayer before we 
parted. Many of us were more edified and 
instructed by her heavenly conversation, and 
more ready to listen to her triumphs of taith 
and grace-expressed continually-than we 
were to give counsel unto her. Such was the 
majesty and glory of tbe grace of God, that 
one •eemed almost struck dumb for an answer 
to her sayings. I confess, I never saw tbe 
like, and scarcely expect to see one like her 
again. 

In the early part of last December, she 
took to her bed again, and lav ten days with
out being moved. On Tuesday, December 
19, she called her husband to her side, and 
said, " My dear, it is hard for me lo leave a 
happy family like mine, but the Lord's will 
be done." Speaking of Luther, th~ eldest 
son, who was away from home, she said, " I 
shall see him no more; but you be kind to 
him." To her husband she said, "You have 
been a kind and faithful husband to me ; the 
Lord will reward you, and be with you.'' 

On Tuesday, Dec. 21, the nurse called her 
husband at four o'clock in the morning; 
he came to her bedside, she breathed 
heavy; he took her hand-it was cold ; she 
looked up and said, " Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly! " She bowed ber head, and 
fell asleep in her Saviour's a1·ms. • 

Thus diM this good and gracious woman, 
of whom not one thing here declared is 
carried too far; but very much more might 
be adde~, upon which I will not enlarge; 
but conclude by expressing my own admira
tion of the excellent power and tendencies of 
those gracious truths, and that glorious 
Gospel of the grace of God in which by His 
Spirit we are called to believe and hope. 
Two lines appear on her funeral cards, 
which, when quoted to her by her sister, 
called forth her joy and gratitude in a most 
wonderful manner. 

"On Christ, the solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand." 

Sheffield. JOSEPH TAYLOR, 

LIMEHOUSE. - COVERDALE- ROOMS. 
We have now worshipped in these rooms 
seven ytars. Our anniversary, on tbe 13th 
of March, was a warm and useful celebra
tion. Our friends F. Green, G. Elven, and 
others opened up tbe Word of God. We 
have some blessed men as elders, deacons, 
and supporter~. 
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THE LATE JAMES WELLER, HIS 
SON, AND THE WIDCOMBE BAP• 
TIST CHURCH. 
It fell out so by mere chance, as some 

might say, we sat down the other evening to 
eatch a glimpse of the experience, life, minis
try, and death of that afflicted but faithful 
servant of Christ the late Mr. James Weller, 
once the blessed pastor of the true Baptist 
Church at Robertsbridge, in Sussex. His 
travail of soul, his deliverance from bondage 
by the voice of Jesus, his call to the ministry, 
his painful yet peaceful death, did so clearly 
shew forth the work and way of the Holy 
Spirit in conversion anrl in calling by p;race, 
that we resolved, if the Lord. would permit, 
to give the most important parts of it in the 
future pages of the EARTHEN VESSEL, 

Secretlv to ourselves we thought, James 
Weller's testimony was clear and conclusive, 
and appeared certainly to throw us into the 
shade altogether. Shortly after this a letter 
fell into our hands, which had long been 
hidden .with heaps of other valuable papers, 
which said letter bad been written to us by 
the son of the late Mr. Weller, formerly ot 
Robert,;bridge ; and. in that letter the son 
assures us the Lord did, in the year 1864, 
make us the means of bis crying for mercy ; 
and the following lines from Mr. James 
Weller, of Bath, the son of the minister to 
whom we have referred, will prove that cry 
for God's mercy was not in vain. We give 
the son's· letter first, and hope in future 
numbers to give bis father's experience, which 
mav the Lord bless unto the souls of many. 
Amen. Here is, first, the letter sent to us by 
the son of the late James Weller, of blessed 
memory:-

MY VERY DEAR C. W. BANKS,-And 
may I not say, father, for you were made the 
instrument, in God's hand, on May 14th, 
1864, in causing me to cry for mercy, in 
quickening my soul from death? and I must 
nQw say, ir was of the Lord's mercy I was 
not consumed, because Hh compassions fail 
not. I have ever since been a reader of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL, and can say many a 
time has my soul been refreshed ; and I tru.st 
you may be spared many years to go on ID 
the work of the Lord, for surely you must 
know e1·e this, "ye sball reap if ye faint 
not."' Wbat a mercy ! He giveth strength 
to the weak; many times bave I been ready 
to give all up, but, thanks be to His dear 
Name, He is faithful to His Word, He 
chaogeth not, therefore we are not consumed. 
Your enemies have.been many, yet He up
holdeth you with His hand; and I do believe 
it will be said when you have finished the 
work ordained for you, "Well done, thou 
good iind faithful servant, enter thou into the 
joy ofthy Lord." The Lord bleas you more 
and more. So prays your well-wishinl!' son 
in the Lord JAMES WELLER. 

6, Hatfieid-bui11liogs, Bath. 
I have to a.sk you to say in the VESSEL 

as follows: - Ebenrzer cbnprl, Widcombe, 
Bath.-The anniversary of our much-loved 
and esteemed pastor, Mr. John Huntley, was 
held-the day commencing by prayer meet-

ing, at 7. After a most impressive sermon 
by Mr. Huntley, eight were baptized; 
amongst them our pastor had the honour and 
pleasure of taking his eldest son down into 
the water ; baptiziog them all on a profession 
of their faith in theoameofthe Holy Trinity. 
Jn the eveoinp;, after the sermon, the eight 
and two others were added to the Church ; 
then the emblems were partaken of, in 
remembrance of our risen and exalted Lord. 
We can say, as a Church, it was a rejoicing 
time. We feel thankful there are others 
bleating around, and we do pray the dear 
Lord will add unto us many who are made 
alive, being redeemed by His precious blood. 

On the following day, at our tea meeting, 
near 300 sat down very happily. We had a 
large audience in the evening ; on the plat
form with our dear pastor, were several Bap• 
tist ministers and friends, who rejoiced over 
the gradual growth and success attending 
Mr. Huntley's ministrations. It was a 
pleasing sight to see one of our deacons stand 
up and present our dear pa•tor with a purse 
containing gold, from the Church, to shew, 
as far as we· can, our love and esteem. If 
any Church on earth has cause to rrjoice, it 
is EbeoezerChurch, Widcombe. "Oll ! that 
men would praise the Lord for His goodness, 
and lor His wonderful works to the children 
of men." I long to see your face once more, 
Hoping the Lord will bless you abundantly, 

J. w. 
rw e are ashamed to find this note has been 

so foog hidden. We bad the h:-oour of taking 
part in Mr. Huntley's recognition; we have 
never forgotton it, nor hav_e we ever ceased 
to love him as a brother ID the Lord.-C. 
W.B.] 

THE BAPTIST CHURCH AT GREAT 
YARMOUTH. 

To the Editor of the "Earthen Vessel.'' 
As reference has been made in your pages 

to the Suffolk and Norfolk Particular Bap
tist Association, that twenty-five out of 
thirty of the IIS!'ociated Churches have opened 
their table to baptized persons not mem hers 
of other Churches, as the Churrh at Yar
mouth is one of the associated Churches, and 
bas not opened her table, I wish to say we 
believe it contrary to Scripture to do so. 

I.-By sbewinit 1he Scripture does not sup
port it, take the first Gospel Churc_h .. Peter, 
acting upon his Lord s comm1ssron, 1. 
Preaches the Word (Acts ii. 14); the Holy 
Ghost blesses hi• pre~chiog h:y pl"ir_ki\1g bis 
hearers in 1he heart (i.e., mnkmg d1sc1ples). 
2. He baptized 1hem. 3. They were add~ 
to the Church and continued steadfastly ID 
the apostles' doctrine and fellowship (i.e., 
Church communion), and in breaking_ of 
bread (the Lord's Supper), and nssembllD/l' 
themselves tol!,ether for the worship of Goa. 
Also in the Church at Samaria, we see the 
same order; in no case do we find that. ~he 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper was adm11:11S• 
tered to any but members of Churches (i.e., 
those formed together according to the pre· 
ceding order). . 

11.-The Scripture forbids it. It IS asked, 
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" Am I to be excluded from the Supper 
because I cannot unite with you in Church 
fellowship? why make it so important?" 
We do not ; it is the Word of God. We know 
the Lord's order ; and are not at liberty to 
allow that order to be disturbed ; on the con
trary, we are commanded to withdraw from 
every brother who walketb disorderly (2 
Thes. iii. 6). Surely this is walking dis
orderly, to tnrnple upon the order of the 
Church, seeking to share her privileges with
out obeying.the commandments. Then they 
plead their hindrances, which I believe nine 
times out of ten, are nothing but ob!;tiuacv. 
Are we, therefore, to break the King's order 
to ac!'ommodate pride or obstinacy ! God 
forbid! We might as well say, Because 
David listened to the tempter's voire, we 
ought to do the same; but the Scripture 
says, " Whosoe,•er, therefore, shall break one 
of the least of these commandments, and shall 
teach men so, be shall be called the least in 
kingdom of heaven" (Matt. v. 19). Surely 
this is not quite one of the least ot the com
mandments. It is asked, "Do we recognise 
Christian brotherhood?" We answer, ·yes, 
there are many outside the Church we love 
as Christians, but at the Lord's table we can 
only recognise them according to the order of 
the Word of God. 

Excuse this letter; I wish to make myself 
plain. It bas been said to me," You have no 
authority from the Word of God to maintain 
strict order." This I have proved to be false. 

I remain yours in truth, 
F. S. REYNOLDS. 

Great Yarmouth. 

CLAPHAM Jl""NCTION .-A meeting of 
a very interestinir character took place on 
Monday, March 12th, at Providence chapel, 
Speke-road, Clapham junction, for the pur
pose of acknowledging the great assistance 
renolered by our brother Mr . .E. Mitchel, 
member of Mr. Atkinson's, Brighton. The 
meeting was conducted by Mr. S. Stiles, one 
of the deacons. .After singing, several 
brethren engaged in prayer ; some also gave 
testimony of the high esteem they felt for our 
brother l\litcbel, who bad laboured so heartily 
with us for upwards of four years, without 
any remuneration, many being blessed under 
bis ministry, and sinners converted to God. 
Brother Clarke, another deacon, after giving 
a short addreils, presented Mr. Mitchel with 
a purse containing £,5 16s. 6d., the willing 
offerings of those who so highly appreciated 
him; and a pencil-case also, from one who 
said, " Gold and silver have I none, but such 
as I have give I thee." Brother Mitchel, in 
acknowledging the kindness of the fri~nds, 
said, "I have done my best, and would have 
done more if I could; my earnest desire is, 
and always has been, that God would bless 
and prosper this little cause, for it has laid 
very near my heart." Brother Mitchel is an 
earnest, sincere man of truth, who, while be 
has a portion for the saint, does not leave the 
sinner without a warnin?,". I feel that our 
brother will be a blessing to any cause where 
the great Head of the Church may think fit 
to place him.-S. B. 

KING'S CROSS.-THE LATE MR. 
TURNER. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,- You have 
rendered essential help to the cause of Christ 
at Little Bethel, Lavina-grove, King's•croM 
through your notice of the difficulties "': 
were placed in through the departure of our 
late pastor. One of vour renders felt his 
mind so impressed thni he otlered to supply 
for us; he is now our pastor. We have !rreat 
reason to be thankful he has come amongst 
us. Our friends are anxious for you to notice 
the departure of our aged, zealous, and much
esteemed brother Turner, who left our shores 
for his final home in those mansions promised 
by the dear Redeemer. His remains were 
brought, by bis own request, from Hatfield 
to a friend's house. A funeral service wBS 
held in our chapel, conducted by Mr. Hay
don, our pastor, and Mr. Bird, the minister 
of the chapel at Hatfield. There friend 
Turner had been living the lBSt four years, 
and carried out the injunction 9f the God of 
heaven to His ancient people, that wherever 
they should be scattered they should seek the 
welfare of those with whom they dwelt. A 
very pleasing and instructive paper has been 
forwarded by the minister and friends at Hat
field, showing how heartily and sincerelv he 
united with them to exalt and honour Him 
who is the "Way, the Truth, and the Life." 
His remains were taken to St. Pancras 
Cemetery on February 2nd, and laid with bis 
partner and fourth son. A number of friends 
met the remains of our brother. A short 
service was held over the grave, and an 
address given by Mr. Christien, who had 
known him over thirty years. Brother 
Turner felt a sincere affection for all that 
loved and feared God. He has for more than 
forty years been connected with this cause. 
During its location at Beulah chapel, Somer's
town, some things caused him to leave for a 
short time; but when the troubled sea WBS 
a little calmer he returned, and brought with 
him Mr. Thrift, our late pastor, but for whom, 
under God, this little Church had long since 
been scattered. During its various changes, 
its removal to the schoolroom adjoining, il!i 
temporary occupation of the Temperance hall, 
and its ultimate settlement in its present 
position, our brother was our constant friend; 
be was the builder of our chapel, and pre
sented £20 to help clear the building debt. 
His sincere and disinterested love for Bethel 
caused his counsel and advice to be valued by 
us. His illness wa• extremely painful. God 
enabled him to bear it without repining. We 
have -lost in him a sincere friend, a wise 
counsellor, and one whose prayers are still 
recorded for our benefit at the throne of grace. 
Yours in desire for the spread of the Re-
deemer's kingdom, C. GREEN. 

155, Hungerford-road, Camden-road, 
Morch 14th. 

L I N SL A DE Baptist Church is u11held. 
Mr. Marlow, Mr. Lmsey, and others ex
poundi and pray, and preach, but the harvest 
is not arge. 
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THE LATE JAMES WELLS AND 
WILLIAM BIDDER. 

[Six-and-twenty years ago Mr. James Wells 
wrote to Mr. W. Bidder, the following lines. 
Mrs. Sophia Hill, of YeovilJ the grand
daughter of Mr. Bidder; senas this to us; 
and with sacred pleasure we insert them : 
tbe1, shew the influence grace had upon the 
wnter's heart.-ED.] 

Tunbridge Wells, June 14, 1853. 
Now, brother Bidder, why should you, 

I ask the question plain, 
Demand from me a. line or two, 

In a poetic strain ? 
Pray do you think that I can take 

My pen at any time, 
And pick up thoughts at railway rate, 

And tum them into rhyme? 
Bnt since 'tis in a friendly way 

The task you do impose, 
With you I will begin to-day, 

And now a word disclose. 
It seems to me that Tonbridge Wells, 

From all I see and bear, 
Beyond your expectation swelllil, 

And does yonr person cheer. 
Yet mind, 'tis summer now, my friend, 

And we have ha.d our spring i 
And soon the autumn, too, will end, 

And winter will set in. 
On earthly scenes it will not do 

Too eagerly to gaze, 
Or, brother, we shall quickly rue, 

And get into a maze. 
And while I write, methinks I hear 

A good old brother cry, 
.., u From vanity and a.11 things here, 

Turn off thy foolish eye." 
I'll call another witness, too,* 

To prove the truth of this; 
He tried what earthly bliss would do; 

But out of Christ 'twas miss. 
His orchards, pools, and gardens, too, 

With Jesus out of sight, 
Brought no real ho.ppiness to view, 

But vex'd him day and night. 
Go home, my brother, then, I eay, 

And preach that blessed Him, 
Who turns our darkness into day, 

And winter into spring. 
Go, tell the people-of your charge, 

Real ho.ppincss there's none, 
Except through grace they walk at large, 

In (Jocl's beloved Son. 
All solids do in Jesus meet, 

But vapours dwell below i 
Fe.in would I sit at His dear feet, 

And all beside let go. 
Bnt foolish I too often dare 

To tread forbidden ground, 
And oft my silly feet go where 

They in the net are found. 
Yet, notwithstanding this, I say, 

My heart to Zion tends; 
It th!rsteth for the King's highway, 

Where tribulation ends. 
Oh, blessed place! Oh, blissful home! 

Where sin no place shall find; 
And all the sav'd before the throne, 

Have left the llesh behind. 
Now, brother Bidder, !are thee well, 

May God be your delight, 
Until you shall be called to dwell, 

Where there can be uo night, 
Rehobolh. "TIMOTHY THE YOUNOlm." 

(J, Wells.) 
• Solomon. 

A PRECfOUS LETTER FROM 
WALES. 

MY DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER in 
Him we love,-I, who am also your un
worthy brother and companion in tribulation 
and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ, drop you a line, by the which you will 
see I have not forgotten you. Indeed, I 
oft.en call to mind the happy hours we did con
verse together of the precious things of 
heaven, the dew, and the deep that couchetb 
beneath. 0 ! my dear friends in Jesus, how 
precious are such portions as these : "The 
deep that couchetb beneath;" "the un
searchable riches of Chris~;" the river1 " the 
Rtreams whereof make glad the city ot God." 
Not forgettinl!' Paul's, "0, the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God,"&c. 

You, my brother, know well that to speak 
of these precious Clings to our free-will, 
spelling bee, and concert professors, is cast
ing pearls before swine. 0, how it grieves 
me to think that if ever I venture to open 
my mind on these blessed truths, bow I am 
persecu led for it ! You know how they used 
to slander you as well as me, and though, 
during the three years you were here, no 
blemish was found in your moral character, 
yet you were branded with " .Antinomian;" 
but alas! where are some of them now! The 
little popular Wesleyan, who the Rhymney 
folks were so anxious to make their pastor, 
bas made a painful end ; he has thrown off 
his mask at last; be violently opposed me for 
a long time. Surely, the triumphing of the 
hypocrite is but for a season. 

My dear friends, I trust you still feel it is 
goorl for you to draw nigh unto God. I am 
fully convinced that much of God's Word 
can only be understood in the furnace. It is 
there and then that His words are found, and 
it is there and then that we eat them. They 
ore then unto us the joy and rejoicing of our 
hearts, because we are called by His name. Of 
late I hnve Ileen most sharply tried in a way of 
providence, owing to !be slackness of our coal 
trade, during wl,ich time I had n truly dork 
and gloomy prospect before me; but here 
again His words were found," Be still and 
know that I nm God." 0, my brother, what 
a blessed antidote is this against the accuser, 
against a murmuring spirit, a gloomy pros
pect, and a frowning world ! In the above 
words I found a double portfon-namely,food 
for my own soul, and matter for the pulpit. 
Thus I have room to hope that I am the right 
man in the right pince, for my Bargoed 
friends are poor in this world, like myself. 

I hnvesucceeded in launching-the VESSEL 
at Bargoed. One of my deoconsisa stationer, 
and we mean to do our best to distribute the 
truth. We have many readers of the Little 
Gleaner amongiit the young. Many thanks 
for the sermons you kindly sent me. Brother 
Jennings, who sends his love t? you, trave!s 
to Bargoed with me on Lord s-day. Tins 
make• us near nine miles on Sunday, by 
time we ru·rive borne at night. May the 
Lord's strength be perlected in our weakness. 

"Now unto Him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to present you faultless. 
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before the pre.oence of His glory with exceed
ing joy; to the only wise God our Saviour, 
be irlory and mRjesty, dominion and power, 
both now Rnd ever. Amen." 

Yours truly, JOHN BOLTON. 
12~.GRrth-street, Pontlottyn, 

nearCRrdiff, Nov, 13, 1876, 
Mr. and Mrs. Meadows. 
[This is a worthy and useful-but severely 

exP.rcised-servantof CHRIST.-En.] 

MR. THOS. STRINGER TO FRIENDS 
IN AUSTRALIA. 

MY DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
in " the Prince of Peace "-After wonder
ing many times about bow matters were 
with you 'and your dear <'hildren, your wel
eome letter came to hand, Jan. 2-2. I need 
not say how pleased we were to read of the 
~ord's m~rciful kindness and preserving care 
m pan tmg _you a safe ,•oyage across the 
rollmg_ rleep. I!lto a strange and foreign land, 
for which Dll'me favour we with yourselves 
hies.• and praise His great ~nd blessed name'. 
Glad we are also to hear that your dear hus
band and sons have obrained suitable em
ployment, and that Christian friends have 
so willinirly rendered their kind help and 
assistonce towards you in a time cl temporal 
n~cessiry, for which may the Lord abundantly 
hie":• them. Though far away from your 
native shore.•, home, and old friends, you 
still prove our faithful God to he" Jehovah
Jireh." 

_ADIO_ther thing which I am much pleased 
with 1s, to hear that you have found :a 
Gospel home under the ministry of Mr. l>. 
Allen, and now are honourable members of 
the Church under bis pastoral care; and 
from what I have read of his productions, I 
a~ fully persuaded the Gospel he preaches is 
srxteen ounces to the pound. And I am 
quite sure that a short weight, mongrel
mixture, yea and nay, if and but, works and 
grace, duty-faith sort of Gospel will never 
suit my dear friends, Mr. and Mrs. Grice. 
You say Mr. Allen shews Popery no quarter. 
Bravo ! Glad I am to bear it. Fire vollies of 
eternal truth at that soul-destroying system, 
but pray for its poor deluded votaries. I have 
known for many years that you, through 
God's J!'l"&Ce, have been decided for, and de
voted to, that truth which will maugre all 
opposition from earth and hell, and which 
will stand fast and firm amidst the wreck of 
nations and the crush of worlds. And God 
grant that under the certain sound of Mr. 
Allen's ministry, you may he led further and 
further into a soul-comforting, God-glorify
ing acquaintance with its vital realities 
heart-cheering preciousness, perpetuity and 
power, teel ble•t and happy among the saints 
in Australia, until you are landed for ever 
with them in the re11:ions of unclouded 
light. Here in En11:Iand-especially in its 
metropolis-we are almost suffocated with 
the narcotic smoke of duty-faith and Ritual
istic buffoonery. Still we have at certain 
places ( hless the Lord) a pure, unadulterated, 
good Gospel atmosphere to breathe in, so 
that regenerated SPUlii are preserved from 

being entirely choked by the awful effluvia, 
I hope you are not plagued with such an 
erroneous pestilence in Australia. If so, may 
the Lord preserve you from its poisonous 
tendency, and grant you health of body 
and happiness of soul under the joyful sound 
of the everlastinJI' Gospel of the grace of God, 
with much spiritual enjoyment of the 
Father's love, the Son's fulness, and the 
Spirit's 1·ich anointings, that you may 
flourish like palm-trees, and grow like cedars 
of Lebanon, and joyfully anticipate that 
" far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
iriory ," when time shall be no more 

We are moving on at Earl-street, London
road, on the main line of glorious Gospel 
truth, not at the rate of an express train, but 
at a steady pace, which we prefer, havin11; a 
better opportunity to watch the danger sig
nals (false teachers), and keep the terminll!l 
(dissolution) in view. Shortly ,ve shall be 
there. 

And now I commend you to God, and to 
His perpetual, protecting, preserving mercy; 
praying that temporal and spiritual success 
may be enjoyed by you. · 

My dear wife and family unite with me in 
kind regards and Christian love to your
selveJ! and dear children. 

Yours sincerely in the Lord, 
THOMAS STRINGER; 

Mr. and Mrs. Grice. 
100, Cold Harbour-lane, Camberwell, 

Feb. 1877. 

I P S W I C H.-BETHESDA CHAPEL, 
Monday evening, Feb. 19th, Mr. W. Kern, 
of Guildford, preached to a large congrega
tion from Heb. ii. 1. Wednesday, Feb. 21, 
being anniveroary of the late pastor's birth
day, it was celebrated in the usual way by a 
tea meeting, at which over 300 sat down to 
tea. After tea, public meeting, which was 
opened by Mr. Poock giving out Psalm 
cxvii., Watts, beginning,-

" From all that dwell below the skies, 
Let the Creator's praise o.rise.11 

After singing and. prayer by brother Church
yard, Mr. Poock expres.,ed his thanks to the 
friends 1or their kind feeling shewn upon the 
occasion, al•o for their present of thirty 
pounds which had been presented privately, 
and hoped that the friends would forgive 
anything whieb be bad said or done in the 
part that had in any way wounded their 
feelings. He also spoke very kindly of 
brother Kern, and expressed his desire for 
the Lord's blessing to rest upon Bethesda 
and upon brotl·er Kern•s· ministry, whom 
we expect to take the pastorate in July, the 
Church at Guildford being willing to accept 
of three, instead of six month~' notice, to 
which they were entitled. Mr. P. then 
asked brother Kern to preside over the 
meeting. SpePcbes were J?iven by brethren 
Kern, Mor!mg, Grimwood, Lnck, and Mr. 
Poock's son, Thomas; opologies from 
brother Lambert and Houghton, absent 
through being unwell, and brother Whor
low from engagement to preach·at Surrey 
tabernacle. 
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PENN, BEACON HILL, BUCKS.
The pastor of the BBJ>tist Church at this 
place died on Tuesday, Feb. 12th. He had 
laboured there for thirty-nine years. When 
the write1° first knew him thirty-seven years 
ago, the cause wa~ comparatively in a 
flourishing state, but through various causes, 
removals, deaths, &c., for several yeau it has 
declined. The truths he preached were too 
humbling for many; 'too plain and faithful 
for others, who lived for themselves and the 
world, and did not seek first the kingdom of 
God. Mr. Miller still laboured on for many 
years in great bodily weakness and infirmity, 
with an eye single for the lnve of truth, the 
glory of God, and the good of souls. This 
was manifest to all, for be often paid his 
expenses to get there out of his own pocket. 
But God was with him, and made these days 
his happiest ones, and he never wanted in 
temporals. By this he put to shame many 
who, when invited to preach, ask. what do 
they give? or, I shall not it<>, they, I bear, 
are not very liberal, &c. This I have known. 
He coul<I not go for more than a year, through 
deep afflictions increasing. He took to his 
bed, January 23, when be began to •ink very 
fast, till his Master called, "Child, come 
home." Mr. Chivers, pastor of Zion chapel, 
Wycombe, called to see him, to whom be said, 
" Brother Chivers, I am on the Rock ! the 
Rock! " Mr. Sears, of Lai:fleld, buried 
him at Penn chapel burying-ground, on 
Lord's-day, Feb. 19, and preached in the 
evening. A large number of persons were 
present, more than could get into the chapel; 
and to show their love to him, there were 
funeral sermons preached at other chapels in 
the neighbourhood. We feel we have lost a 
long-tried friend and m-other in the truth. 
His work was done, and be is now at home 
with his Lord; yes, for ever, 

11 To see and hear and know, 
All he desired or wished below ; 

And all his powers Jlnd sweet employ 
In that eternal world of joy." 

IVINGHOE.-(Note to a friend). DEAR 
BROTH Ea in the hope that is hoping against 
hope,-You know I have not been well, so 
came down here for some early spring 
breezes. Sunday went to grandfather 
Collyer's chapel, where three sermons were 
preached by C. W. Banks; and I heard them 
all. Then on Monday, there was a public 
tea; devotional services by friend Boarder. 
After the choir had rendered some sacred 
pieces, Mr. Banks gave a lecture, which 
was well received, The proceeds of these 
services are to relieve some families who have 
been sorely distressed. The congregations 
and ser,•icee were plea.singly suC<"esslul ; in 
fact, Mrs. Collyer and her friend•, like 
Deborah and Martha of old, have put forth 
great energy, and the cause and schools are 
reviving. Bless the Lord, truth still lives in 
Ivinghoe, where the people have too much 
good sense, cod too much love for the Gospel 
of the grace of God to allow the trifles ol a 
day to ilelude them. Mr, Collyer is going 
on for eighty-five years, still preaches occa
sionhlly ; and we are anxious to see the 

propositon of giving the venerable Baptist of 
lvinghoe a testimonial crowned with an 
honourable victory. For more than fifty 
years he has been a faithful witness for 
Christ. Every Christian Church in the 
kingdom would gladly send a mite towards 
cheering the heart of the aged minister, if 
they knew the case. I am told that Mr. 
Frith started it; that the Editor of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL will try to further it. 
"0 Lord, send now prosperity." You en
quired if Chri•t's Gospel is at all spreading 
in these parts? At Eaton Bray, Long 
Marston, and in several village•, it is main
tained. If I go on to Leighton, Luton, and 
Dunstable, you shall hear more. James 
Clark is the only settled pastor 1n these 
parts now. E.W. 

MIDDLESEX.-Eighth anniversary of 
Hayes tabernacle was celebrated Thursday, 
March 8, 1877. Sermon in altemoon by E. 
Forman, of March; at evening meeting, 
Mr. Edward Harris, of Mount Zion, Hill
street, presitled; and with much propriety, 
truly in a Christian spirit, He conducted 
the meeting. We have to thank the Lord 
for Sl) many faithful and godly laymen who 
come lorward when requested, to encourage 
ministers and to help causes of truth. Among 
such, evidently, is Mr. Edward Harris. Mr. 
Bennett, of Wilderness-row, spoke first on 
the ultimate triumphs of our Lord; Mr, 
Meeres on the absolute nece-.•ity of sin 
being punished, either in the person of 
the sinner, or in a Substitute for him. 
While brother Meeres expatiated so forciLly 
on the suft'erings of the Son of God, we felt 
humbled at the little eft'ect which these holy 
declarations seem to produce. Mr. S. Pons
ford contends decidedly for the redemption 
of Christ as a finished work for all the 
Father's gave unto Him. C. W. Banks said a 
few words on Peter's question, " If the 
righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear?" The 
brethren Forman, Bardens, and E. Harris 
closed the services of another anniversary at 
Hayes tabernacle, where, we understand, 
there is a Sunday school of some 250 children. 
As we lhtened to those soul-stirring speakers, 
the brethren Forman and Barden•, we 
thought they were happy men above many. 

NORWICH.-A GOOD WORD FOR 
ORFORD HILL. 

MR. EnrToa,-In January number, 
speaking of Norwich, you say," Alter a time 
of sowing in tears, I fell ill, and it was hardly 
expected I should again get well." Your 
remarks, as far as they relate to me, convey 
a wrong imprea,ion; my service at Orford
hill wns, through mercy, one of success, con
srquenth· one that calls for thanksgiving. I 
went to· a dilapidated Church, this wns huill 
up. I found it in debt, thi• wa• paid off. I 
was surrounded with many lriends, and better 
deacons it does not often fall to the lot of 
ministers to have. That" the J.ord sent me 
to Norwich" I have never doubted, nor am 
I aware that J should have left Orfonl-hill 01 
my own accord; it pleased the Lord in His 
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sovereignty to afflict me with typhoid fever ; 
mine was what medical men call a heavy case, 
they ordered me off to Brighton immediately. 
After two years and/ a-half I am "a poor 
creature." 

The Churr.h did as they pleased ; by their 
wish I ceased to be their pastor, and I have 
no reflections to make upon the course they 
pursued. They soon obtained the services of 
the present pastor ; I trust the Lord's work 
may go on prosperously. In conclusion, it 
would be worth while to inquire what might 
be done for ministers of our denomination 
who, by disease or premature old age, are 
incapacitated from lnbour in the Master's 
vineyard. With much love, I am, yours truly, 

JNO. BRUNT. 
20, Clarendon-road, Hove, Brighton, 

Mar<"h 2nd. 
[We feel the deepest grief for our deservedly 

esteemed brother. His real case should be 
known, and practically considered.-ED.] 

BURGH, LINCOLNSHIRE. - Dear 
Mr. Banks,-! am a member of the Baptist 
cause at Burgh, and have been more than forty 
years, and have witnessed painful treatment 
frJm some towards our late pastor. I wish 
to correct the paragraph desscriptive of Mr. 
Wright"s farewell. I can assure you the 
heavy purse was presented by the congrega
tion ; and many of the respectable inhabi
tants ot the town liberally sent contributions 
through the esteem they had for him. With 
feelings of the deepest regret have we to 
depiore the loss of such a faithful minister. 
In the hands of God he had been the means 
of gathering large congregations; yea, many 
of them, previous to Mr. Wright coming to 
Burgh, never went to hear at all. Many of 
us can say, blessedly has his preaching fed 
our souls. We can still realise its fragrance. 
Some members have not assembled since. 
We meet in a cottage tor prayer and reading 
the Word, with hope and faith. The Lord 
has been, and will be with us. If the Lord had 
not blessed Mr. Wright in his own soul, and 
other souls by him, he would not have staid so 
long. We are looking for the Lord to send 
a minister to proclaim the Gospel as it is in 
Christ Jesus. We are a flock scattered 
without a shepherd. Our concern is more 
for so many of the congregation who go 
nowhere now. To a crowded congregation 
of all denominations did our late pastor 
preach a solemn farewell the last Sabbath in 
January. In an affectionate manner, he 
spoke of the kindness he had received from 
some.-J. FLETCHER, 

[What can this mean? A blessed servant 
of Christ, and a large congregation driven 
away ! How? For what? To us and to 
many it is a paradox.-ED.] 

MAYFORD.-Mr. T. House, jun., writes 
on behalf of the Baptist Church in Mayford: 
Mr. Corbett, the managing deacon is doing 
his utmost to bold up the cause and the 
school· but good ministerial and substantial 
help ~ required. Shall we let the little one 
perish ? How few there are who do not 
despise the day of small things ! 

EXETER. -The South Chard pastor 
says: I am bound to say that, having 
obtained help from God, I have continued 
to this day· although I had to contend 
with many difficulties, and fears, and doubts, 
and temptations, and have sail! like David, 
" In my distress I cried unto the Lord; 
I showed before Him my trouble; 0 God, 
Thou art my God, early will I seek Thee, 
What time I am afraid, I will trust in 
Thee. Every day will I bless Thee, and I 
will praise Thy name for ever and ever." 
I know God will be sought unto by His 
people to do those things for them which 
He has promised, and that the oppression 
of the enemy furnishes us with arguments 
with which to come before God; it makes 
us in earnest with Him. It is much better 
to be exercised in this way than to sink in 
a state of sloth and carnal ease ; also by 
these thinj!;S the mind becomes stored with 
expe1:imental matter to bring before God's 
tried people in the ministry. Surely there 
is no blessing on earth can possibly compare 
with the Gospel of the Son of God ; and 
when it is preached in love, and affection, 
and power of the Holy Spirit; when the 
necessity of its being received into the heart 
in the power and warmth of the Holy 
Ghost, and the internal effects of it are 
described dividing between the empty pro
fessor, who is. at war with these Divine 
realities, and the true child of God, sure we 
are there is no other system or doctrine so 
self-humbling and Christ-exalting as is the 
way of life opened up in the glorious Gospel 
of His grace ; nor is anything on earth so 
well calculated to wean us from the vanity 
of this sin-disordered world as a feeling sense 
of sovereign grace and boundless mercy. 
It is a blessed thing for the mind to be 
reconciled to the doctrines of the Gospel, 
how much soever they may cross the carnal 
mind and the depraved nature of fallen man. 
The blessing of heaven rest upon you. 

W. SHEPHERD 

HERTFORD.- EBENEZER CHAPEL, 
The annual meeting of the Church and.con
gregation was held on the 24th. A goodly 
company partook of tea. At 6.30 the public 
meeting commenced; the pastor, Mr. R. 
Bowles, in the chair. After singing and 
prayer, the pastor addressed the friends on 
the goodness and mercy of the Lord to them 
during the past year; the peace that pre
vailed, and the prosperity enjoyed in their 
midst. The deacon (Mr. S. Marshall), on 
behalf of the Church and conwegation, 
presented the pastor with a purse (including 
proceeds of tea) of £17 10s. 6d. Mr. B. 
suitably acknowledged the same, quoting at 
the same time the words of the poet :-

" The beet returns for one like me, 
So wretched o.nd so poor, 

Is from Thy gifts to draw a, plea, 
And e,sk Thee still for more." 

(A voice: "Wait till next year.") Mr. 
Sampford, of Ware; Mr. Winterton and 
BlackabyJ of Stanstead, and others, addressed 
the frien s. Singing and prayer brought 
this very happy meeting to a close. On the 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 131 

following day, the Sunday scholars were in
vited to tea, when they were plentifully 
regaled with tea, cake, oranges and sweets. 
The evening was spent in recitations, 
dialogdes, and appropriate pieces said and 
sung. The children elicited much applause 
by the efficient manner they each sustained 
their different partll. DELTA. 

CHATHAM AND NEW BROMPTON. 
BELOVED BROTBl!IR in our hill'hly

exalted Lord,-These words have occurred to 
my mind,-

"Poor tho' I am, despis'd, forgot, 
Yet God, my God, forgets me not; 
And He is safe, and must succeed, 
For whom the Lord vouchsafes to plead." 
"Ohl what a friend is Christ to me!" 

Such He has proved to you again and again, 
and such He will prove the remainder of your 
life, and in death teo, and in judgment like
wise, also through a blissful long eternity. 
And now this question arises in my mind, 
" How much owest thou unto my Lord?" 
This answer presents itself (Oh! for the heart
melting spirit, humbling and God-glorifying 
feeling to accompany thewords),-

0 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a. present far too smaH ; 

Love so a.mazing, so divine, 
Dema.nds my soul, my life, my all." 

At our Church meeting, it was carried 
unanimously, " That a vote of thanks be 
given to C. W. Banks for bb kindness to us, 
as a people, at Enon; also for his kindness in 
the gift of the bills, and for coming down and 
preaching three sermons (all gratuitously) at 
the opening of the Workman's ball, High
street, New Brompton.'' I doubt not that 
you have the approbatio11 of God in your own 
conscience. God's hand I must belie\"e is in 
the work at New Brompton, and His blessing 
bas been realised. Oh! what a blest day is 
approaching, when, I trust, we in glory shall 
meet one another. What singing ! what 
shouting! what heavenly greeting will there 
be at that general triumphant Church meet
ing. How will they all sing the loud
sounding chorus, making heaven to ring with 
" Hallelujah to God and to the Lamb! " 

We have lately had lectures at Enon by 
Dr. Hammond and Mr. Steele. We are 
lookin!!' forward to your lecture on behalf of 
our building fund. The blessed Lord be with 
you continually, and satisfy your soul with 
the marrow and fatness of His precious sal
vation. Yours affectionately in Jesus, 

JOSEPH CASSE, SEN. 

SCOTLAND. - We believe, from the 
testimony of a worthy Christian, that in 
" the lowlands " there are hosts of stern and 
truthful believers. " In the highlands " 
they go in for knowledge, says my friend, 
"but in the lowlands they go in for ex
perience; and the first question they ask 
you is, 1 Have you Life 1'" We wish 
thousands in our English Churches could 
answer that in the affirmative. Long have 
we thought, some time with these low
landers we must be found, for, in the low
lands we have been to school over sixty years. 

BAPTIZING AT BARGOED, NEAR 
CARDIFF.-DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-1 
told you the spectators at our baptizing ser
vice were deeply interested. I am thankful 
to say it was the means of adding many to 
our congregation ; also a believing brother 
has come forward, expressing bis desire to 
follow his beloved Lord in His appointed 
ways, and to unite with us. I baptized him in 
the same place, Lord's-day,Jan. 21. We were 
favoured with a lovely day. One blind Welsh 
brother came to lead our friendil in singing 
the praises of our God ; and my own little 
heart said :-

Assist me, Holy Dove, to trace 
The footsteps of the Prince of grace 

(The footsteps of my God). 
He who wil!a.11 the nations bless, 
Now to lullll all righteousness, 

Descends into the flood. 
Mid joy and wonder, here I see 
The Friend who bore the cross for me 

Immersed in Jordan's wave; 
Whilst I with wonder see the sight, 
With reverence let me view the rite 

Blest emblem of His grave. ' 
0 ! may it be my chief concern, 
My Lord to know, of Him to learn, 

Who all my sorrows bore: 
To live in fellowship with Him ; 
To drink of His pure crystal stream, 

Till I shall thirst no more. 
Bargoed J. BOLTON. 

(Late Pontlottyn). 

. PECKHAM AND CAMBERWELL.
" A Kentish Visitor" has been interviewin~ 
some of what he calls II the ivory palaces • 
in the S.E. suburbs. That godly man G. 
Moyle, has quite retired; it is but seldo~ be 
is seen in the chapel now in Rye-lane. Who 
will be bis successor 1 Some hope Mr, Bris
coe, others prefer Mr. Squirrell. Some have 
left; a new chapel is to be opened for them 
and Mr. Margerum is preaching to them to; 
a season: Heaton-road are hopefully expect
ing Mr. Mead will be their minister, especially 
if it should become a Baptist Church. Mr. 
Thomas Bradbury appears better; 11 The 
Grove" is favoured with the faithful testimony 
of salvation as the gift of a Triune Jehovah. 
Some express grief at so many causes so close 
together. But our "Visitor" believes all 
are zealously affected in their different 
circles ; he rejoices to find so many who are 
determined to have the Gospel preached, the 
truth maintained, nnd the Scriptures dis
seminated in every section of the community. 
"After all,"" K. V." says, "J. S . .Anderson 
at Zion, Deptford, looks the most prosperous. 
The Lord be with them nil." 

NEW BROMPTON, KENT.-BROTHER 
BANKs,-1 am thankful to say I believe the 
Lord is with us at Workman's hall, New 
Brompton. Brother Joiner preached last 
Sttnday three times. Some strangers and 
friends said to me, ;, This has been a sweet 
dly ;" "I have never had such enjoyment, 
or heard anything so good before ; " and 
another, " I should like to hear some more 
like that; the dear man seemed to be blessed 
with the Master's presence anti great liberty." 
Some will hear loving truth yet. J. P. 



132 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

IVINGHOE.-We hope the meelinA" to 
raise a testimonial to our brother Collyer, 
which (n.v.) is to beholden in London, will 
prove that the Strict Baptists can sympathise 
with a venerable and faithful servant of 
Christ. Mrs. Collyer says, in reply to our 
note to her on this subject:-" DEAR 
FRIEl'D,-You are kind; the Lord bless you 
for it; my husband will be pleased if it is 
ever so small a token of respect, alter serving 
so good a Master ~o long. The first time he 
preached was at Eaton Bray, August. 1822; 
he began to preach at Ivinghoe in 1832, and 
was ordained pastor here, April 3rd, 1834, 
He has never been laid up by illness more 
than two or three Sabbaths. Now his 
tabernacle shakes, he is as willing to preach 
as ever. The pulpit will he the last thing he 
will give up; he never seems so happy as 
when in the pu I pit. Now, my dear friend, 
we will leave all in your hands Yours re
spectfully, M. M. COLLYER. My husband's 
age was 84 in October, 1876." 

OLD FORD.-On my way from the 
city on Tuesdav evening, March 13, I passed 
the New hall. where the 8trict Baptists are 
seekini. to plant an Old Ford New and 
True Testament Church. I beard Mr. W. 
Symonds deliver the opening address; then 
C. W. Banks reviewed the previous history 
of the Baptist Church in this rapidly-rising 
and wioe-spreading suburb. William Car
penter gave a very precious. sermon i and 
other friends brought the openmg services to 
a hopeful termination. There is plenty of 
room here in Old Ford for a large cause; 
and if the Lord will render brother Carpen
ter's ministry powerful in quickening souls, 
gathering Sin;1ers, edityi~g saints, and, 
withal, exto\hng- our glor10us Redeem_er; 
if the friends will work as redeemed samts 
ought to work, Old Ford will he a Gospel 
garrison for God's glory yet. 

ARE THE BAPTISTS LOOKING 
ROMEWARD?-A faithful brother says: 
Here is a fashionahle Baptist chapel ( or 
"church" as it is termed at this delightfol 
waterini.'place). The ext~rior of the build
ing is crowned with a Pop1sh ~al_tese cross, 
and the in1erior is somewhat similar to the 
nave oi a cathedral. The attendance is very 
fashionable the sermons are historical, learned, 
and clever,' but I pity the poor hungry soul 
that ventures there to find the bread or the 
water of life. On Lord'•-day, March 11, I 
was present; publi~ missionar_Y me~ti!'g was 
held in the evening! Now, Hr, this 1s_ w~at 
religion has come to, instead of procla1mmg 
to the perishing sons of men the Gospel ol 
the grace of God. Oh, may Israe_rs ~heph~rd 
defend His sea tiered tlock ! It IS s1ckenmg 
to see Stlch p!aN•!-. 
.. But soon the Archangel's trump shall sound, 

To calJ the wanderers home." 
May you and I be robed in the embroidery of 
Jehovah'• Jove. 

BANGOR.-Our English Baptist C~1;1rch 
stands in Penralt-road. We hope v1S1tors 

into North Wales will find us out. Our 
pastor, Mr. W. H. Bishop, i• much devoted 
to bis work, and is clear and zealous in the 
truth of the Gospel. The Lord is in our 
midst. We saw our pastor the other Sunday 
afternoon surrounded with seven persons who 
were seeking after the Lord. He wns speak
ing to and praying with them, and we are 
longing to see many living nnd loving con
verts added to us by the Lord Himself, 
Come and see us, and help us. So prays 
EPHRAIM. 

CRANBROOK.-In the end of January, 
of this year, after several years of heavy 
affliction, the wife of Mr. Geo. Waters, the 
printer and publisher, departed this life. 
For nearly a century the Cran brook printing 
works have been in the Waters' family. 
There we learned something of the mysteries 
of printin!I,', of writing, of puhlishing, and of 
sorrowing over sins; and sighing after salva
tion. Generation after generation have we 
seen pass away. And soon we all shall 
depart. Then," In Jesus' arms may we lose 
our breath." 

NOTTING HILL. -DEAR BROTHER 
BAN:rrs,-Will you insert the death of our 
much heloved and lamented friend, the part
ner of Thomas Pickworth, Esq., 17, Not.ting
hill-terrace? She passed from earth to heaven, 
Feb. 3, 1877. Her illness was lingering, 
but her hope was based .un the solid Rock 
Christ. Her end was triumphant; her last 
words were, "The eternal God is my Re
fuge; and underneath ar~ the e".erlnsting 
arms." Mr. Varley,herson-m-law, improved 
her death. The Lord's poor have sustained a 
!1,'reat loss, her family and husband a dear 
partner. W. and E. SAc:rr. 

17, Devonshire-road, Chiswick. 

THE JEWS.-A lecture was recently 
delivered by Mr. Isaac Levinsohn, at the 
Baptist chapel, . Welli11gton-!·oad, Stoke 
N ewington. Chair was occupied by _Mr. 
Rowling-,;. The lecturer shewed that smce 
the Babylonish captivity, when the Jews 
found by bitter experie_nce that /he . Lord 
dealt with them accordmg to their disobe
dience they then began to be more careful 
in th;ir worship and obedience. He also 
explained the reason why the Jews had su~k 
so deep in ig!'orance of the trutl!. Certa!n 
articles used ID the svnag-og-ue ID worship 
were exhibited, such as phylacteries, tn~eth; 
frin!l,'es, luleb, &c. The lecture was highly 
interesting. 

~tlli~. 
On March 16, Mrs. Charity Crump, aged 70, 

ma.ny year.s a member at the Surrey tabernacle . 

ltnrringt. 
March 14, 1877, in Shalom chapel, Oval, 

Hackney-roe;! (kin,!Jylent), Mr. 1rrederlck Green 
Baptist minister, to MiBB Sophia Sarah Palmer, 
late of Walthe.mstow. Service conducted by 
C. W.Be.nke. 



ISAAC LEVINSOHN . 

"I am not aohe.med of the Oospel of Obrist; for lt is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that belleveth; to the Je,c .Orst, and hloo to tho Oreek." This is the .Oret text I preached 
from . 

"For to me to live I• Christ, and to die Is gain.'' 
"For I am determined to know nothiog among men save Joous Christ and Him cruot.oed." 

THliSK THREE TSXTS ABG MY MOTTOBS FOR L!FB, B1' GOD'S GRACB.-I. L . 



~go ~a:s it tga:t Qtritb out of sutg 
,m.up ~isfrtss ? 

THIS was the first of the four questions which I left unanswered, 
on page 75, to which I now return for one moment. As one comes 

toward the close of Time's existence here, nothing appearR to be so 
desirable as a saving knowledge of the Son of God, the Redeemer, the 
Advocate before the Father's throne, the Intercessor, 

" For all who come to God by Him." 
The true knowledge of the Lord, which culminates in the purest, the 
holiest, the happiest of all friendships, is the only blessing my soul 
would crave at the throne of the Divine Majestv. Being for many 
years condenser and sub-editor I was compelled· to read the world's 
history every day. It is a fleeting shadow, it leaves a deep-toned 
impression that all is vanity and vexation of spirit, short of the 
knowledge of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. For some fifty years and 
more I have been in the school of evangelical discipline, constantly 
reading the characters and the conduct of the men who have been, or are, 
Zion's leaders. I do not take rank with them. I see many of them have 
considerable natural powers for public oratory ; as I have often again 
and again listened to them, ft has but seldom been my lot to find them 
labouring to shew forth the knowledge of Hm of whom the Church 
so peculiarly speaks, '' Because of the savour of Thy good ointments, THY 
NAME, is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love Thee" 
( i.e., such virgin souls as are not joined to idols ; but whose new-born 
spirits only delight in the knowledge of the F .ATHER's well-beloved Son). 
This is 

"A jewel of the purest flame, 
Yea, 'tis a CO'llstellation." 

Bones, brains,and wither'd buds 
Have often disappointed 

The living soul, who seeks to know 
The Father's Great ANOINTED. 

Vf e have many good pitmen, some vine-dressers, not a few sharp 
swordsmen ; but how many of us are there whose one great concern is 
experimentally and ministerially to elucidate that tremendously awful 
Scripture, that inspired TEST of all that is evidently saving, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and 
drink His blood, ye have no life in you ? " After all that the expositors 
have written upon faith, we must return to the testimony of the Great 
Preacher who came from God, who was anointed above all His 
fellows by God, and who repeated, in distinct and definite terms, 
"Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, bath ETERNAL LIFE ; 

a.nd I will raise him up at the last day. For My flesh is meat indeed, 
VOL. :XXX.Ill.-MAY, 1877. K 
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and My blood is drink indeed. He that eateth My flesh and drinketh 
My blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in him." 

This testimony from Christ brought forth the enmity of the 
multitude; even the disciples said, " This is a hard saying, who can 
hear it?" How much more, in these days of novelty, philosophy, and 
learning, will men reject the ministry which contends for a personal, 
spiritual, saving knowledge of the Son of God-whom to know is life 
eternal? 

If men will take the pains to notice, they will see that all God's 
promises unto His people bring CHRIST in their bosom; all the eyes of 
the prophets looked right on to, and up to, THE SoN OF GoD. The 
prayers of the ancient saints were not like so many sermons preached 
unto the GREAT ETERNAL-they were the pourings forth of broken 
hearts who looked unto the blessed MESSIAH, beseeching Him to take 
np their cause, and present it unto His Father, that they might obtain 
forgiveness, acceptance, righteousness, and an abundant entrance into 
the glory-world through His substitutional sorrow, death, and resurrec
tion. 

· Come yon into the New Testament, is not JESUS CHRIST the grand 
(J871,fre of all the Gospel ? When He is fairly set up in the centre of 
the sermon, with eternity-the eternity of God for its circumference; 
and when from every part of the circumference the Spirit points 
direct to JEsus CHRIST; no fatal error can then creep in. In olden 
time they said, "JESUS is a name of all sweetness; He is Reconciler, 
Redeemer, Saviour." Ancient Bernard said, " If thou writest to me, 
thy letter doth not please me unless I read of JEsus there. Other 
names are names of majesty, JESUS is a name of mPrcy." The Word 
of God, the Son of God, the Christ of God, are native and relative 
names of His glory: JESUS, a Saviour, is a title of grace, mercy, and 
redemption. 

One night, recently, I saw the visible professing Church on earth, 
like one immense "outer court," wherein were millionR of busy, 
bustling gospellers. Halls, stalls, colleges, churches, chapels, booths, 
and banners of every size and shape, were here attractive and crowded. 

One whispered, "Four E's here pass for Divine power, but to find 
the fifth E you must pass through the whole, go through that narrow 
little wicket gate!" 

"What four E's are here?" my soul inquired. They are all good 
in their place; but if they spring not from, if they lead not unto, some
thing more heaven-born and vital, serious delusions may follow. Here 
is education, enthusiasm, earnestness, and eloquence-all beautiful as 
the adornments of the natural mind; but if that chiefest among ten 
thousand-EMMANUEL-is not the Alpha and the Omega of the 
whole, in a soul-saving sense, all the rest, Paul says, is but as sounding 
brass, and as the tinkling cymbol. 

By some unseen and unknown hand, I was led through the crowds, 
through the little wicket-gate, out into a pleasant path, at the end of 
which stood a superbly elegant mansion, on the front of \Ii hich was 
written-

" A HOUSE NOT MADE WITH HANDS, ETERNAL IN THE HEAVENS." 
,Ai', I approached, something said, " How could· YOU venture here ? " I 
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looked back on years past and gone, and feared it was presumption in 
me to approach. 

"How could you venture here?" came again. In a moment the 
answer flowed in, " Because the love of God is shed abroad in the heart 
by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto us." 

"What does that mean? Write down that answer in its different 
sections." 

First of all, I said, there is the third new covenant gift of salvation, 
"the HOLY GHOST which is given unto us." The FATHER gave Him
self, and His kingdom with Himself. The SoN gave Him!!elf, and 
eternal life in Himself. The HOLY GHOST gives Himself, and a new 
spiritual creation to every soul wherein He cometh. Oh, what amazing 
grace is here I 

Secondly, Here is the fountain of all eternal blessedness, "THE 
LOVE OF Gon ! " How delighted was my soul with the sight of this 
fountain flowing from the heart of the Lord God Almighty ! 

Thirdly, The chambers of realisation were full of consolation, 
"shed aLroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost ; " and, lastly, the 
evidence of our interest, the cause of onr deliverance, the cure for all 
our sorrows-" Because; " and, Paul says, "We glory in tribulation 
also." How? " BECAUSE the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts 
by the HOLY GHOST which is given unto us." The love of God is the 
omnipotent conqueror over all sin, death, devils, hell, arid every evil in 
the world. 

"Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all." 

So sometimes sings 

9, Banbury road, South Hackney, 
Ap1il 14th, 1877, 

CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 

SUSTAINING GRACE. 

" He skall sustain thee." 

Lines written under felt supporting grace attending the above words in a 
time of affliction. 

He shall sustain I Thou dearest Lord, 
What promise could more strength afford I 
No sweeter token could I ask, 
1'o aid me through my painful task. 

He shall sustain I Look up, my soul I 
And now on Him thy burden roll, 
Prove Him herewith, nor count the cost, 
Since He must save or all is lost. 

He shall sustain I tho' bitter be 
The draught that now is mix'd for thee, 
His own lov'd hand prepar'd the cup, 
Sh1'ink not, faint heart, but drink it up. 

He shall sustain I His loving eye 
Shall watch thy case so narrowly, 

New Kent-road. 

That nought shall add a mite thereto, 
Beyond what He in purpose knew. 

He shall sustain ! Prescribe with care 
To this same end His cordials rare ; 
E'en now I bear His lov'd " Fear not!" 
My faithful God, He changeth not. 

He shall sustain I It is enough, 
The world may at my " folly " puff ; 
But here my soul shall rest her head, 
Till all is o'er that now I dread. 

He shall sustain I His Word is sure, 
And though the trial long endui-e, 
Grace shall be given to adore, 
And praise His Name as he1·etofore. 

ANNIE M. 



138 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

TRUE RELIGION-NOT A SOURCE OF MISERY, 
BUT OF JOY! 

THE SUBSTANCE OF 

A SERMON PREACHED BY MR. ISRAEL ATKINSON, 

On the F~('th Anniversary of' Foi·est-lane Baptist Chapel, and Recognition of Mr. John 
Hunt Lynn as Pastor. 

"Upon this Rock I will build My Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it."-1\fatt. xvi. 18. 

W E are living in what is called a Christian land, and there are> 
I am glad to feel convinced, a great many Christians in the 

land; but there are a great many who bear the Christian name that 
a.re not very much concerned about who Jesus Christ is, or what 
He has done, is doing, and will do. But while these things are 
matters of no moment at all to many bearing the Christian name, those 
who do so in i::eali_ty feel it to be a thing of very great consequence 
who Jesus Christ 1s, what He has done, and what He has promised 
to do. He says here, "Upon this Rock I will build My Church; and 
the gates of hell sha11 not prevail against it." 

Real Christians who understand this Scripture will not only consider 
it of great moment to themselves, but to others, and this is the essence 
of benevolence. A Christian man or woman will be glad to learn that 
the day of salvation has riot been brought to an end, that there is some
thing yet more to do, and that there are stones yet to be added to the 
spiritual building. 

You will observe that the Lord Jesus Christ speaks very positively 
when He says," Upon this Rock I will build My Church." When He 
speaks Re speaks like Himself; He thought it no robbery to be equal 
with God, and so it was no dishonour for Him to speak like God llim
self. And all this is a matter of exceeding great consequence to a 
thoughtful Christian ; he will sometimes think to himself, Well, I have 
committed myself and the whole of my affairs, both for this world and 
the next, to the Lord Jesus Christ--is He able to receive this trust ? 
If He receives it, is He competent to discharge it ? St. Paul says, " I 
know whom I have believed;" and if the Christian believes this, he will 
also know that Christ is able to take care of what he has committed to 
Him. 

How should we look at this on the present occasion ? I thought 
it might be looked at as a teaching of Christ about Christianity. 
What is Christianity ? Take this answer to it now: Jesus says,'' Upon 
this Rock I will build My Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it." We will therefore take it, dear friends, at once, that this 
Rock is Jesus Christ Himself, and will not stay to consider what the 
Papists' notion of this text is, but will at once consider that Christianity 
is being built upon that Rock by the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, we may 
find when exercising any profound thought about it, among other 
elements, this distinction, and if you ask me again what Christianity is, 
I shall say if I take it, from this text, that it is a distinction. Every man 
and woman are not built on Christ, but some are, and those that am, 
are clearly distinguished from those who are not so. It may be that 
some here are bearing the Christian name by a right that cannot be 
disputed; but at the same time there are others who are not built upon 
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Ohrist, and although bearing the Christian name, have no right to it. 
Well now, my dear hearers, I don't know whether you have been all 
removed from the original state and position that you were in ; if yon 
have, that is what I think Christianityis. Hae this been done for yon ? 
We say, being removed from the position you were in, what is that 
position ? Stones, you know, are brought out of quarries, and so we 
sometimes hear good people in prayer talk about being brought out of 
the quarry of nature. Now, I ask the question, Have we been yet 
removed from the quarry of nature ? Sometimes the natural stone is 
removed from the quarry very gently and easily; this, as you are 
aware, was the case, spiritually, with Lydia. Other stones cost a great 
deal of labour, and it is very expensive to remove them from the quarry 
from which they are taken; also a great deal of blasting with gunpowder 
is necessary to separate these stones from the rocks of which they once 
formed a part. Now, this was required, in a spiritual manner, in the 
case of Saul of Tarsus. Well, we know there are all these differences in 
the operations of the Spirit upon certain people, sometimes in one way 
and sometimes in another. Now, we don't stop here to ask how it is 
done, but to enquire, "has it been done?'' Well then, even after the 
stone has been removed from the quarry it is in a very rough state and 
requires to be squared to make it fit to become one of the stones of a 
building ; so you see we must next speak of the .fitting too. It is not 
the easiest thing in the world to fit a man for the Lord Jesus Christ-it 
cannot be done anyhow, but it must be done somehow. It requires a 
deal of sympathy to bring a soul unto the Lord Jesus Christ. What is 
it that is needful to put a man into sympathy with Jesus Christ? 
What is necessary to put a man into sympathy with bread ? or say a 
wealthy man? What is it necessary to put a man into sympathy with 
a pardon ? If you went up and down the street and offered the Queen's 
pardon to everybody in Stratford, they would laugh at you, and say, 
what is the use of the Queen's pardon to me, for having done nothing 
that is wrong, I do not require it? therefore, you will perceive that it 
would be only those who felt themselves to be guilty and required it, 
would be in sympathy with it. In like manner it is only the poor sinner 
who has been led by the Holy Spirit to see his real life and character in 
the light of the law of God, that will understand this, and who, with his 
broken heart and his woundEd spirit, would be in sympathy with a 
declaration of pardon, if such is made in his ears from the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; yet, at the same time, others would hear the same declaration 
and not derive any benefit in consequence, simply because they would 
not be in sympathy with it. All this, then, is necessary to .fit a man for 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The apostle prays that all thos~ to whom he was writing might be 
made conformable to the death of the Lord Jesus. Now, no man is 
brought to this unless he has first been broug-ht to feel his sinful state 
by nature here in the world ; and it requires an individual to be put 
into conformity with the will of Christ before he can be brought into 
sympathy with His pardon. Well, then again, there is a being placed; 
the stones are pl~ced, you know, in the building. If you will _allow 
me, I feel now as 1f I cannot help speaking of my own exp~rience. 
There was a time when I was dead in sin, and like the stone which had 
nQt been brought from the quarry. There was also a time, too, when I was 
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taken out of the quarry ; but there was, I am afraid, a great deal bf 
c~tting, chipping, and he~ing before it was fit for the building. Well, 
friends, I could not do this myself, although I well remember feeling 
that if I could only believe, " all would happy be." I now speak of this 
experience of mine in this particular, as there is a cuckoo-cry going 
about, '' Only believe, only believe ; " but there was a line in my b'.>ok, 
when I was a boy, " Oh, that I could believe, then all would be well I " 
And ever since then, whenever I have wanted to exercise faith for any
thing, I have found it not the easiest thing to believe for any practical 
purpose, as it is very difficult to do so; and I was as last brought to find, 
that all 

" My hope was built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness." 

Well now, friends, I take it that all this consequently is brought to pass 
by the exercise of Divine power, and no one but that great Being, whom 
we call our heavenly Father, can do this for us, although we may not see 
the hand that brought all this about. I find (I will jusL make this 
remark here) there are not a few persons who teach religion, and who 
teach the people to believe that they can repent of themselves and believe 
of themselves, and there are persons, I am sorry to say, who believe this 
kind of teaching, and who rely upon their doings and works to save them. 
Now, my dear hearers, if ~ have any Christianity at all, I am a debtor 
to grace awne for it ; and I hope you will be able to take up my 
language, in this respect, too. I never had any religion at all until God 
gave it to me. It was all of Divine operation, and such as that will 
staBd for eternity, it being that which God Himself has created. Now, 
there are many persons who would be highly offended if you would not 
allow them to take all the glory of the distinction that made them 
Christians. I am afraid, too, that such persons, if they heard these 
remarks, would pronounce me to be a narrow-minded and censorous sort 
of man, but, nevertheless, I will put it to you again whether you think 
all who bear the Christian name are in anything like a spiritual con
nection with the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Well, now, another thing is, there is the idea of connection-con
nection with the Lord Jesus. My 'last thought led to this-the stone, 
after being brought from the quarry, has to be put upon the foundation 
and connected with the building. The apostle Paul speaks of fleeing for 
refuge" to lay hold of the hope set before us in the Gospel." About 
forty years ago you might have seen a poor working man wandering about 
the streets of London. This was myself. If you had then asked me 
what I was doing I should have answered, "I am fleeing from a danger, 
even from the damnation of hell, but where to go to I do not know;" 
and then there came a time when I had some instructions where to flee 
to, and I was led to the refuge to lay hold of the hope set before me in 
the Gospel. " I am the Vine," says the Lord Jesus, "and ye are the 
branches." Well, the branches are part of the vine, and live in the 
vine. · Here, again, the idea of connection of which I was speaking holds 
good, for, separated f~om the ~ine, the branch wo_ul~ die. _What do~s 
this mean ? Why this, my friends, that the Christian derives all his 
spiritual life from the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, I ask every Christian 
here Is He the Life of your life ? for if you are Christians in reality this 
must be the case. But what is a man's Christian life ? Referring to 
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myself again, I think the elements of my spiritual life are righteousness, 
sanctification, freedom, acceptance with God, joy, and so on; and I 
derive all these solely from the Lord Jesus Christ. I derive my peace 
frolJ}_ my great Peace-maker, and my spiritual joy-all of it--'3.lso from 
the Lord Jesus-all comes from Him. Well now, dear friends, I think 
all Lhis is very simple and very plain, but, at the same time, there is very 
much misconception by those bearing the Christian name upon these 
points. I have dependence--what is the ground of it? Trusting in 
the mediatorial work and character of the Lord Jesus :-

" My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness.'' 

My acceptation of Jesus and my trust in Him, then, is the connection 
between my soul and the Lord Jesus? Yes. . 

Another thought has occupied my mind, and I will just mention it, 
which is this-That another element of the Christian character is 
"ekvation." There is something very dignified and also very honourable 
in the Christian. Now, I know what sorrow is, and have suffered a 
great deal of pain, but, at the same time, I can say that my religion is 
not one of misery and sorrow, but of joy. Some talk of nothing else 
but of degradation in connection with religion, but that is not so, as the 
religion of Christ lifts a man, wearv and sad, to ~it together in" heavenly 
places with Christ Jesus." We read that we are to remember the" hole 
of the pit out of which we were dug," and of the poor being raised from 
the du~t, and beggar from the dunghill being lifted up to sit with the 
Lord Jesus, and the princes of the people; and, brethren, I think we 
ought to regard this more, and also be more thankful for it. The stone 
in the quarry was a degraded thing, but it was made fit to become part 
of the building ; so that man who is raised up to sit with the Lord 
Jesus is a wonderfully elevated man. Yes, friends, it is a wonderful 
elevation when we consider that the character of us all was no better 
than any other man, Now, recently, in the East it has been seen 
what men can do when their vile passions are let loose. Are we, I 
ask, any better than they, radically? Without grace, in no wise. 
But wh1:1.t has grace done for us ? Well, this, that it would be 
impossible for us to do such things as we have read of lately. 

Another thought drawn from the text before us is "stability." 
I am very glad, my dear friends, that what God has done can never 
be undone, mended, or marred, as His work is perfect. That which 
forms the stability of my salvation, that gives stability to my faith, 
is the confidence that God can look upon me with satisfaction; and 
all this through the work of Christ ; and this can never be undone. 
Can anything be stable that is built on a lie? No, yon say, it can
not; it may stand for a time, but it cannot stand for very long. Well, 
dear frier.ds, I am glad to say that my religion is not built upon a lie, 
but upon the perfection of the mediatorial work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He forgives sinners, but it is-only through His own righteous
ness arid atonement. He ransoms those that are bound, but this is 
done by a price, for there is nothing that the Lord Jesus has done 
towards the carrying out of the ends of Divine love but which 
are canied out on principles of equity; and this it is that con
stitutes the Rock upon which the Church is built. There are some 

L 
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persons say it is wrong to say that God requires a satisfaction for our 
sins. I have i,aid to my people at home that I should never go to 
heaven as a certificated bankrupt, as I should not like to go thel'e with 
the possibility of my sin ever being mentioned to me when I get there. 
Miserable as we are on account of our sins now, depend upon it, when 
we get to heaven the angels won't point at us on account of them. I 
ha,e another word, I was told before I began that I might take five 
minutes over the stated time, and J think I will take it. I was about 
to observe as to the certainty. If there is certainty in any
thing, there is certainty in the religion of Christ, as He Himself said, 
"Upon this Rock I will build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it." Then the matter is secure, and may we be certain 
about it? We may say, certain as the Word of God. The Church of 
Christ is built securely, never to be removed. What I am, I am by the 
grace of God, and the gates of hell shall not alter it. I will not stay to 
enquire what is meant here by the gatet1 of hell; some say one thing, and 
some say another ; but whether it is the grave that is meant by this 
expression, or otherwise, it is something that is opposed to what the 
Lord Jesus says He will do here, and I presume that it is the most 
powerful opponent that ever went to war against it. Nevertheless, I 
shall never lose my Uhristian character, or my standing and interest in 
Christ, as the gates of hell shall neither prevail against your Christianity 
or mine. Here you have ground of confidence for prayer. You meet 
for prayer here, I believe, but I do not know how you pray, for I have 
never heard you; but I have heard a great many people do so, and I 
have had a great many thoughts about my own prayers as well as of 
those of others. Now, if we take the Lord's prayer as we should do, as 
a model, a~ our Lord says Himself, "After this manner pray ye,'.' Now, 
we will see in what order the petitions come : first, there is our Father 
which art in heaven; second, hallowed be· Thy Name ; third, Thy 
kingdom come ; fourth, Thy will be done on earth ; and then, fifthly, 
give us this day our daily bread. Now, I am afraid there is a great deal 
of selfishness in my prayers, and also in those of others, as we are so apt 
to pnt " Give us this day our daily bread " first, and before "Thy 
kingdom come;" but if you have not put this petition in the proper 
place in the past, do so in the future, for Jesus said, "First seek the 
kingdom of God, then all other things shall be added unto you." We!l, 
friends, I think there is here very great encouragement for us to pray m 
the light of this testimony, and not only for us, but also-for those who 
speak in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

" 
THE CHRISTIAN'S SAFETY. 

IF Jesus Christ my debt hath paid, 
If all my sins were on Him laid, 
He hath for me atonement made, 

And I am saved for ever. 
No power on earth can Christ withstand, 
Or pluck me from the Saviour's hand; 
He keeps His Church, His little band, 

In everlasting safety. 
This gives me peace when flesh annoys, 
Makes earthly things appear but toys, 

Sheffield. 

And fills the soul with heavenly joys, 
Sweet foretaste of the future. 

The Spirit points to Calvary's height, 
Gives every true believer light, [right, 
And shewe that Christ made all things 

Then praise the Lamb, believer. 
May cve1-y grace shine b1·ighter still, 
In power to do tbe Father's will, 
Till He His purposes fulfil, 

And take me home to glo1-y. 
JOHN RAYNES, 
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AN ENCOURAGING LETTER FROM A PASTOR TO 
ONE OF THE WEAKLINGS OF HIS FLOCK. 

BY G. BURRELL, 
Pctstor of Baptist Ckurck, W aiford. 

My DEAR SISTER,-Whether you can claim relationship to the 
. God of grace and His dear family or not, I feel J can, as a little 

member of that most blessed people, claim relationship to you, and 
address you as a sister, as one that is born of God, and has passed from 
death nnto life, as one who like, and with all the sheep went astray, but 
is now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of souls. You are, my 
dear friend, too well acquainted with my ministry to believe that I am 
for crying, "Peace, peace, where there is no peace," or for daubing or 
building up with untempered mortar, or sewing pillows under all arm
holes; the reverse of this has been, and still is, my constant aim, and 
indeed my work, or one important part of it, is to bunt the sinner out 
of all refuges of lies, and to remove as far as possible all foundations 
that are sandy and false. I would not, God knows, be a soul-deceiver 
for the world ; and your letter, which I have read and perused with 
thought and pleasure, convinces me that is the one thing you fear
namely, soul-deception. It is another delightful part of a Gospel 
minister's work to comfort the feeble-minded, to strengthen the weak 
hands, to confirm the feeble knees, and to say to the fearful heart, " Be 
strong, fear not ; " and it shall be my aim at this time, by the help of the 
Holy Spirit the Comforter, to comfort you by pointing you to Jesus, 
who is the Saviour of the lost, the Strength of the weak, the Wisdom 
of the ignorant, the Helper of the helpless, the Home and Refuge of 
the outcasts, the Rest of the weary, and the only Foundation for the 
trembling, fearing believer and humble hoper to build and rest upon. 
I have long thought you were passing under some exercises about your 
soul, and am glad you have been constrained at length to open your 
mind in a letter to me, in which I can clearly see, and well know, the 
path you are walking-a path I am p!Jrsuaded no high-flying, self
sufficient fowl of a Pharisee was ever acquainted with, or a pre
sumptuous, unclean vulture of a libertine ever trod. For many years 
after I had tasted the Lord was gracious, and I had sung of dying 
love, I walked this dark and trying path, rough and rugged I know, 
but it is right-it is the way the Lord takes to lay and keep the sinner 
low, to make mercy sweet, and salvation experimentally great and 
precious. Surely the Spirit of God must have taught you much to 
bring you to that blessed sta~ of Christian experience, couched in that 
hymn, and quoted in your letter:-

" A guilty, weak, and helpless wo1·m, 
On Thy kind arms I fall ; 

Be Thou my strength and righteousness, 
My Jesus and my all." 

This is, I am sure, not the language of the dead in sin, or of the mere 
professor. Oh, they never mourn over a hard, prayerless heart, never 
sigh on account of the abominations done in the land ; they are 
perfectly satisfied with what they are, and what they do for God; they 
do not call in question whether they shall go to heaven; they expect 



144 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

not only to go there, but to have a superior place there for what they 
do for Jesus. But you have not so learned Christ ; yon are brought to 
recognise and believe in His sovereignty; you know your sins are 
deserving of hell, and fear not to say from the bottom of your heavy 
heart:-

" And if my soul were sent to hell, 
Thy righteous law approves it well." 

Your mouth has been for ever stopped as to works or merit of your 
own. You are satisfied there is no hope for you on any other ground 
but the person, doing, and dying of the Holy Lamb of God. You 
know nothing else can ever wash you clean but the blood of Jesus 
Christ ; and you know and feel the Saviour's blood must be by His own 
power applied ; you haye known what it is at times greatly to long for 
the blessed Spirit's witness and seal within your soul of interest in His 
blood ; you have often joined in heart to sing:-

And, again:-

" 0 how I wish I could but feel 
The joys which pard'ning grace impart; 

Wish that the Saviour would reveal 
Redeeming love within my heart." 

" 0 that I might at once be found 
In that blest wedding dress, 

Which in my ears doth often sound, 
My Savimll''s righteousness." 

What then, my dear sister, are these but living desires arising from the 
life of God in thy soul? You have been quickened by the Spirit ; you 
are redeemed by Jesus' blood, or you would never have known the evil 
of sin, your own personal guilt, or longed for a plunge in the fountain 
opened. Love to God's dear house, His truth, His people, and His 
ways, are undeniably Scriptural evidences of a Divine change. "We 
know that we have pasRed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren; and He that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God." 
This is the blessed Spirit's testimony in His Holy Word. You have 
passed from death unto life; that is the great thing, never mind when 
or how. Jesus has passed by you, looked on you, and breathed life 
into yon ; and He will come again, and spread His ~kirt over you, and 
make you manifestly His own. You oftentimes feel very cold and in
different; so do all God's children, and none beside. A corpse never 
said, " 0, how cold I am ! " a stone-ore rock never said, " 0, how hard 
I am ! " It is their nature to be so, and never otherwise. It is life 
that feels death ; light complains of darkness ; faith cries out, Lord, 
help my unbelief; holiness sighs, I am so sinful; spirituality groans, 
I am carnal, sold under sin ; a prayerful heart complains of its prayer
lessness ; the grateful soul complains of its ingratitude, and says, I am 
so unthankful :-

" Of feeling all things shew some sign, 
But this unfeeling heart of mine." 

If the root of the matter were not in your soul, the devil would not set 
you at work to question it. His work is to deceive, and he never 
troubles those in whose hearts he sits and reigns. Oh, no! he keeps 
up the shutters against the light; he hates reflection, and, therefore, 
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keeps the world all in commotion ; and bis own be keeps asleep, and 
never rlisturbs those whom he knows have nothing but a false hope. He 
worries the sheep and lambs of Love's fold-none are exempt. He 
tempted even the great Son of God, our Saviour and Shield, as to His 
sonship-" If Thou be the Son of God." Oh, what an "If" was there. 
So he hurls bis "Ifs " at UR. 

" Buts, ifs, and hows are hurled 
To sink us with t.he gloom ; 

Of all that's dismal in this world, 
And in the world to come. 

But here's our point of rest-
Tho' hard the battle seem-

Our Captain stood the fiery test, 
And we shall stand through Him." 

Now, my dear friend, our remedy against the devil, and doubts, and 
fears is God's eternal truth, His everlasting Gospel, which abounds with 
wills and shalls, with promises as firm as the eternal throne; this and 
this alone lays the foundation for our hope. Oaths, promises, and 
blood constitute firm and solid ground. Grace is eternally and un
speakably free to the sinner; it meets and embraces the unworthy; it 
is as rich as it is free; its riches are. unsearchable; it is for all who 
long to_ be healed-the great and the small. The feeble worm that has 
crept into the foot of the Rock is as safe as the giant on the top of the 
·Rock, shouting free-grace-I am 1edeemed. Not so happy? Of 
course not. Cannot see so far about? Decidedly not; but is equally 
safe and secure. How precious that soul was to Christ who said, " If 
I rnay but touch ! " She did touch ; she did obtain, and to the poor 
trembler in what cheering accents the Saviour addressed her:
" Daughter, be of good cheer; thy faith bath made thee whole. Go 
in peace." And He is just the same now in His love and grace to all 
the little cups and large flagons that hang on Him. 

" Blest soul that can say, 
' Chl'ist only I seek ; ' 

Wait on Him alway, 
Be constant though weak. 

The Lord whom thou seekest 
Will not tarry long, 

And to Him the weakest 
A.re as dear as the strong." 

Are you tried because you cannot pray? So it seems; so I often 
feel as though I had not a spark of life in me, as was Newton, when 
he says:-

" I would but cannot pray, 
For Satan meets me when I try, 

And frights my soul away." 

Never mind, you do pray when you wish, when you long, when you 
sigh, when you weep, and when you mourn. What are these but 
prayers? Let me advise you to read much in Isaiah, the Psalms, ~nd 
Epistles; they are so full of precious green grass and nourishing milk. 
May the Spirit of God lead you into the gates ! Take no notice of ~he 
ugly black dog barking at the gates, and telling you there is nothmg 
there for you ; he will send you to the law, to the threatenings, to the 
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dark parts of the Bible, where you will meet with curses instead of 
blessings; and he will tell you these are your portion. He is a liar• 
tell him so; and sit down at the feet of Je,.ms and listen to what H~ 
says, especially in the Gospel of St. John, from chap. xiii. to the end, 
where He opens all His heart to poor fainting souls like you and I. To 
Him I commend you, aud these few lines, praying the Holy Comforter 
to bless the same, and with love remain, • 

Your affectionate but unworthy pastor, 
G. BURRELL. 

FROM THE DARKNESS OF JUDAISM TO THE LIGHT 

AND LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF MR. ISAAC LEVINSOHN, 
Now A PREACHER OF THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS. 

(Continued jrorn page 112.) 

CHAPTER XIII. 
PREPARES for Sailing to England-Leaves Hamburg-Lands in Hull-Cannot 

Make Any One Understand Him-Providence Enables Him to Procure English 
and German Dictionaries-Finds a Pious Jew-Is Helped to Sail up to London, &c. 

AS SOON as the Feast of the New Year was over, I began to make 
preparations for sailing to England. I purchased a ticket for Hull, 

and left Hamburg, Tuesday, Sept. 19, 1871. When I arrived in HuH, on 
the Friday next, Sept. 22, I found myself again in a strange land, amongst 
a people whom I never saw, whose language I understood not. 

When I arrived at Hull, I walked about on the shore at Hull, on 
Friday afternoon, the eve of the Sabbath-day, not knowing what to 
do. To speak to people I could not; write the English language I 
could not. Oh, what a fix to be _in I I walked about the streets of 
Hull until I came to a stationer and bookseller's shop. I entered the 
shop, and began to speak to the people in the German language ; but 
finding they could not understand me, I then spoke in Hebrew, then 
in the Russian and the Polish language ; but, to my sorrow, they could 
not understand me in either of these languages. I then tried to make 
myself understood, by asking for a pen and ink, and said several 
times over, gib mir a penn, and the people in the shop thought I 
begged from them a penny; and when they offered me a penny, I 
showed them a shilling, and tried to make myself understood that I 
wanted no money; and then tried to write with my fingers on the 
counter, so that they may give me a pen and ink; and as soon as they 
gave me a pen and ink, I wrote a few words in German, and they could 
not understand. Afterwards they called upon a gentleman that lived 
in the same street, who could understand the German language; he very 
kindly interpreted to them what I said, and then I purchased a German 
and English, and English and German dictionary; and whenever I wished 
to speak to any one, I had to find the words in the dictionary, which I 
carried with me, and wrote every word on paper, which I had with me 
continually for that purpose, and then let the people read- my thoughts. 

I then began to enquire in that manner where Jews lived, as I 
wanted to rest on the Sabbath-day, according to the Jewish law. A 
young man in the shop very kindly took me to a place where a Polish 
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Jew lived; and as soon as I entered the house of the Jew, I waa 
welcomed very kindly, because of my being quite a stranger. The 
good Jew then addressed himself to me in the usual manner of the 
Jews in Russia, Poland, and Palestine-shalem aloehem (" Peace be unt0 
you "). I asked him for lodgings for some time, and he very kindly 
gave them me. In the evening we went to the synagogue to celebrate 
the Sabbath service, and then was very glad to return to the house 
of my Jewish brother. I was very glad to find that the good Jew 
was very pious, and observed every precept of the Oral law. I stayed 
at his house, and then he assisted me in obtaining a ticket to sail from 
Hull to London. I left Hull on Saturday, 23rd, in the afternoon, 
although it is forbidden to travel on the Sabbath, yet the Rabbi of 
Hull gave me permission to sail on the Sabbath, in order to be in 
London in time for to offer the sacrifice on the eve of the great day of 
atonement. I arrived in Lonrlon the following morning, September 24th, 
1871. 

CHAPTER XIV, 
ARRIVES Safe in London Docks-Is Robbed of His Clothes by a Boy-Is 

Directed to a Jewish Lodging-Goes to Synagogue to Offer an Atonement-Writes 
Home to His Father. 

When I arrived at the London Docks, I was very weary and fatigued, 
and did not know where to go. I could not speak this language. I 
then produced again my pocket dictionary and paper, and found out a 
few words, which I wrote on the paper, inquiring where I could find a 
Jewish lodging-house. I showed the paper to a lad, and he called me 
with him. Being so weary, I gave him my parcel of clothes to carry. 
We walked for some time, until we came into a court, where there was 
a back door of a public-house (which I was not aware of then). The 
lad went in through the door, and wished me to wait, as he wanted to 
inquire something. I waited some time, but he never came out. I 
then went into the house, and found it to be a public-house. I at once 
began to suspect that I was robbed. Then I noticed that there were 
several doors, and consequently the lad went away with my parcel through 
one of these doors. I stood in the house for some time, not knowing 
what to do. I then made myself understood in my usual way, with my 
dictionary and paper, and still inquired the way to a Jewish lodging• 
house, until a young man offered to show me. I was taken to a lodging
house in Spitalfields. As soon as I entered the house I was very glad 
to find some foreign Jews, and rewarded the young man for his trouble. 
I then informed my Jewish friends of the robbery I just met with, and 
they answered, " Oh I this you must expect in England." I said, 
"Then I shall not stop in England long." And as this day was the 
eve of the great day of atonement I was very anxious to observe all the 
rites, according to the Jewish custom relating to that holy and solemn 
day. Having had some money, I asked some of my friends (the Jews,) 
to procure for me a cock, for to be my atonement. In haste they par
chased it_ for me. I then took it to the shoehad (butcher). According 
to the J ewjsh custom and law, I offered certain prayers, and then 
offered the cock to the shochad, • to kill the poor innocent creature, 

"A man whose business pru-ticularly is to kill the atonements, &c. 
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whose blood was to be shed for my sins. When the cock wall killed, 
seeing its blood pouring out, and the poor creature struggling for life 
for a few moments, I felt deeply moved, especially whilst I was thinking 
what the cause of the poor creature's death was,"' and wondered how 
can the blood of the cock cleanse me from my sins. I little thouO'ht 
I should ever believe and rejoice that the blood of Jesus Christ, G;d's 
Son, is efficacious, and washes away all sin! After all was done, I went 
to the synagogue, and washed my hands, took off my boots, and began 
to pray the prayers according to my Jewish Prayer Book, which I had 
in my coat-pocket with my phylacteries, when the lad stole my parcel. 
l stayed in the synagogue the whole eveninO' and night, and also the 
following day, which was the great day of 0atonement. When all was 
over I gladly went to my lodgings, having fasted since the previous day, 
and had hungered. I had some supper, and whilst I was sitting and 
enjoying my meal, I could not help thinking again of the poor creature 
which was killed for my sin, and could not satisfy my mind how God 
could require the blood of a poor harmless and innocent creature for my 
iniquity. The next morning I wrote a letter to my father.t 

To my most affectionate Father, 
MY BELOVED FATHER,-! am very thankful to inform you that I 

am now in London ; my health is perfectly established, for which I 
thank God with all my heart. I would also inform you, dear father, 
that I worshipped on the great day of atonement io a synagogue, among 
our brethren, the English Jews. On the eve I procured a cock, as you 
always do, to be killed as an atonement for my sin; I could hardly spare 
the money, but, my dear father, I did not mind doing so when knowing, 
as you always taught me, this is the desire of JEHOVAH, our GOD. 
Yon will, I hope, my dear father, truly pardon me for troubling you. 
I wish to tell you all that crosses my mind; and whenever I should be 
in any difficulties I wish to tell yon only, and then I will be satisfied. 
I offered the cock to the shochad, and when it was killed I was surprised 
and amazed; although I have witness~d it at home every year, yet l 
never felt that my mind has ever been more solemnised about my soul, 
and the atonement which is to take away my sin. I can hardly imagine, 
beloved father, why God expects the sacrifices of poor things as are 
killed for me and others who have sinned. Indeed, my dear father, I 
think that God has not been pleased to manifest unto us all His truth; 
but I suppose all these difficulties will be made plain to us when the 
Lordour (Messiah) comes, and takes us unto Himself to make us happy 
for ever, and the Gentile nations of the earth shall perish. Dear father, 
I am at present doing nothing, and have but little money to live upon. 
I am very sorry to inform you that I was robbed of all my clothes, and 
have only those I have on me-not even more than one shirt. If you 
would be kind enough, beloved father, to send me a little money to buy 
some clothes I shall feel thankful. I will send you another letter in a 
day or two; I cannot write to you much now. Give my best love to my 

"'I shall give a full account of the ceremony of the atonement in my future 
papers on the Jews. 

t The reader may be surprised how I have preserved my letters after I was 
robbed so many times, I the1·efo1·e beg to state that I had all the copies of my 
father's letters and my own preserved in my hat, which I had prepared to be 
suitable for that purpose ; which letters I still have in my possession. 
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ever-loving and affectionate mother. May ehe live long in joy and 
happiness! And my very kind and brotherly love be remembered to 
my brothers, Hessel and Jonah Abel, and to my beloved sisters, Maita 
Esther and Golda Tzipa. 

I remain, my dear father, your .ever-affectionate son, 
ISAAC LEVINSOHN. 

London, September 26th, 1871. 

CHAPTER XV. 
SEEKS Among the Jews to Get Instruction in the Law-For the First Time He 

Enters a Christian Church-Is Frightened by His Jewish Friends-Visits that 
Church Again and Again-A Converted Jew Enters Into Conversation with Him. 

I had one great object in my mind-namely, to make my special 
business to study the law. I visited several Jews, and begged for their 
acquaintance, and asked them to teach me the ways of the God of Israel. 
My. request was granted; but, alas! unsatisfactory to my inquiring soul; 
yet I thought that it was my own fault, and blamed myself, thinking 
that· the depravity of my heart and the corruption of my whole soul dis
turbed me from enjoying the peace and consolation that my Jewish 
brethren enjoy. I then asked different people, in private conversation, 
several times, if they were happy in their soul? but, alas! the answer 
was," No!'' I could not understand it at all; but I thank God through 
Christ my Lord for what He has revealed unto me by the influence of 
the blessed Spirit-that 

"None but Jesus 
Can do helpless sinners good." 

After having been a few days in London, finding that my money 
was exhausting, I began to feel anxious to be employed, to have some
thing to occupy my time, as well as to earn a livelihood. I went about 
to one place and another, but without success. I then received a letter 
from my father, enclosing some money, which enabled me to buy good 
clothes. I purchased a very nice suit of clothes. I then was successful 
by getting a situation in a stick manufacturer's, as an apprentice to a 
carver of sticks, whom I served for about two months. 

One day I happened to go out_ to dinner; I saw a church open, 
when the service was conducted, and, through mere curiosity, I went into 
the church; and as soon as I entered I was struck and surprised by the 
absence of pictures and graven images, which I was accustomed to see 
in-my native land in the Christian churches. .As I listened to the 
service-although I could not understand a word-I felt ,ery interested 
in its simplicity; in fact, I began to think that it was not a Christian 
church, but some sort of Jewish synagogue. My dinner-hour having 
passed, I returned to work again; but all the time I was at work I could 
not help thinking of what I witnessed in the church. I asked one of 
my Jewish friends if he had ever been in that church? He was alarmed, 
and said, " What I a Christian church ! I have never been in a church, 
and never mean to go in my life." He then said," I hope you have not 
been there, have you?'' I was afraid to confess, and yet I would not 
deny, and was therefore very slow to answer. It was then suspected 
that I v.isited a church. I confessed, and said I certainly could i;ee no 
harm in the place. My friend then began to swear and ..:urse at me for 
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saying such a thing in favour of a church. Having found the dangerous 
position I was in I promised I would never enter into a church again. 

A few days passed, and as I went to dine I again noticed the church 
open. I stood in the street, and did not know what to do. I would not 
break my promise, and yet I felt I must go in again ; so I stood in the 
street for about one hour, and then returned to work again, having had 
no dinner. The day passed away; I felt very uncomfortable, having 
been sorry I did not go into the church. For some days I was in a 
continual low and melancholy spirit. I determined to visit again the 
church on the first opportunity I should have. I went several times, 
and kept it secret. I could not help admiring the solemn manner 
in which the service was conducted. I listened to the words proceeding 
from the mouth of the preacher with much fervency, and wished I could 
understand something of what he said. 

Several times I visited the same church, and one day I noticed a 
gentleman in the church sitting not far from where I sat, and by his 
appearance very much like a Jew.* Seeing him, I was afraid that it 
was some one of my Jewish friends come to find me. I almost trembled 
for fear that all my Jewish friends should find it out, and also afraid in 
case any of them should write and inform my father that I went to a 
church of Christians, which my father detests and abominates, and which 
I did also detest and hate with all my heart. 

But seeing the gentleman reading the prayers, &c., convinced me 
that he was one of the worshippers. When the service was over, I still 
sat in the pew very quietly; and observing what would take place next. 
When the gentleman was coming out he caught sight of me, and at once 
made his way to me, and addressed himself to me in the Hebrew
" Atta Jehudah achi?" (" Are you a Jew, my brother?'')-thatstartled 
me very much, and that convinced me that he was a Jew; and I then 
was doubting if the place was a Christian church, or some new sect of 
Jews, known by the name of Reform Jews. When I answered him, 
" Ani Jehudah," he shook hands with me, and then commenced a con
versation with me in the German language. After conversing for some 
considerable time, I found that I had no more time to spare, and was 
obliged to wish him, Adieu. He gave me his address, but I destroyed 
it, having been afraid in case my Jewish friends should see it. 

Several days passed, but I could not see that missionary; I then 
made my way to the church again, where I found him. 

CHAPTER XVI. 
OPENS His Heart to the Aforesaid Gentleman, a'nd a Blessed Acquaintance 

Resulted-Interpretations of the Old Testament are Given ~o Him-Is Invited to 
Visit Palestine-place, and see Mr. Stern-He Accepts the Invite, and a Moat Solemn, 
Godly, and Gracious Meeting Followed. 

After the service was over, the same gentleman again opened a con
versation with me. He asked what my circumstances were, where I 
came from, who my parents were, and other questions. ~ told h~m all 
about my pOMtion, a.nd finding that he was very earnest m speakrng to 
me, I opened my heart to him, and told him the reason I left my native 

,. A convert agent of the Rev. H. A. Stern, Home Mission in connection with 
the" London Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews." 
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land; and stated that when I left home my soul was cast down, and I 
had felt ever since that I was lost. I said, "I know I want something, 
and do not know what.'' He said to me, "Are you getting mad? " I 
said, " The truth is known, I am mad." He then said, " I hope you 
will be much worse." I was surprised at such an unkind answer. I 
asked him what he meant. He then said to me that, "A few years ago 
he was in just the same state; he left his native land, Austria-Iefl; 
father and mother, relations and friends, and went nearly mad, and said 
he was very thankful for that madness, for God had given heavenly 
wisdom and true and everlasting satisfaction." 

"Can you tell me all about it?" said I. "Yes," he replied. He 
then asked me several questions concerning the MESSIAH, which questions 
I often wished I could understand. He then quoted several portions. 
from the Holy Writ, which had always been hard for me to answer; in 
fact, nearly all he asked me were questions that I used to asked my 
Rabbi and my beloved father, which were never answered according to. 
my satisfaction. I was so surprised with all these questions ; yet I was. 
pleased ; for I hoped he could ·explain them to me. He then asked me. 
to interpret to him a quotation from the Talmud, where it says, 
Those of the school of Elijah have taught, "The world exists for six 
thousand years: two thousand void (i.e., without law); two thousand 
with the law; and two thousand the days of MESSIAH."* 

( To be continued.) 

* Sanhedrim, folio 97, p. I. 

THE PULPIT-THE PH.ESS-AND THE PEN. 

IN our bundles of books, &c., we find 
Hand and Hem·t, Part IV., for April (75, 
Shoe-lane). The editor has given some 
prescriptions for the pulpit, for which he 
ought to have a patent, and all the 
preachers in ChristendoJll might both get 
and do good by the use of them. Dr. 
Guthrie's " Gospel Fountain" we copy 
into Cheering Words from Hand and 
Hea,·t, which is a weekly pennyworth, 
more innocent, more refined, and much 
more varied than many of its contem
poraries.-A packet of the Sword and 
T,·owel for February and March (Pass
more and Alabaster). It may be our 
weakness, but we have so far learned to 
esteem ·others better than ourselves that 
we cannot cl'iticise or write unkindly of 
any who are on the Lord's side at all. 
We hear very hard things said by others, 
and because we cannot add our Amen to 
their censures, we are considered soft, 
unsound, not valiant fo1· the tmth ; but 
charity will endure much, especially if 
the Master now and then give us a gentle 
smile, that more than makes amends for 
all the sneers the heroes cast upon us. 

Mr. Spurgeon's remarks on" What Saul 
cif Tarsus Saw When the Scales Fell 
From His Eyes," pleased us much ; in 
fact, the articles are excellent for infor
mation and for stimulating good hearts 
to work with all their given strength in 
the service of the Lord. 

Shirley Hibberd, Esq., still produces 
his Gardt11e1·s' ,lfa_qazine with such im
mense variety and neat ability, that 
thousands welcome it to their homes with 
increasing delight. 

A righteous independence, a bold front, 
and a fearlessness of all creature conse
quences are attributes we glory in when 
connected ,vith the defence of holytmth, 
and all these essential qualities, and 
many more, you will always find in Th• 
Rock, which penny weekly paper we co~
scientiously believe to have originated m 
the Divine purpose, and has. been ren
dere,l successful by the blessrng of the 
Lord resting upon it. Where would the 
Protestantism of England have ~?en 
without it? But for the zeal, ability, 
steadfastness, and Daniel-like fortitudl} 
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of The Rock, where would the Bishop of 
London and all his clergy have been by 
this time 7 They fear Tl,e Rock more 
than all the Parliaments and Lord Pen
zances in the world. Whether we are 
Cons. or Noncons., if we are Christians, if 
we heartily believe the Gospel of our God 
and Sanour, we are bound to read and 
to support The &ck. 

" Sentenced to Death " is an awful 
poem in the April sheet of that elegant 
monthly, the B,·itisl, Workman, published 
by S. Partridge & Co., 9, Paternoster-row; 
whence also cometh Onwa,·d, a penny 
monthly of pictures and healthy pages; 
also the Family F,·iend, which contains 
six or seven full-page illustrations, and 
"'ell-finished papers. 

" The Thirteenth Annual Report of the 
Lanc:i.shire and Cheshire -Band of Hope 
Union" (Mount-street, Manchester) shows 
great progress in one of the best moral 
movements of our age. 

Tlte Vital Cltasteiin_q of tl1e Hefrs of 
Salmtion. A discourse by William 
Robertson Aikman (to be had of J. 
Chivers, of Marlborough, for one penny 
stamp). True religion is only known in 
that experience of the soul which arises 
out of the indwelling life, grace, teaching, 
and power of the Holy Spirit. We often 
fear the great majority of preachers, 
editors, and professors have little more 
than the outline map of the Gospel in a 
theory ; to this hard outline they look, by 
it they stand, for its different branches 
they contend; and if any man (who may 
be solemnly led into "the deep that 
coucheth beneath") comes forth to justify 
the Almighty in His sovereign dealings 
with His people ; if any man steps out of 
the rut, routine, and regular phraseology 
in which they have been trained to run, 
severe denunciations are sure to be cast 
at him, especially if he has a spiritual 
freedom, and expresses his convictions in 
an original and faithful manner. Mr. 
Aikman is no personal friend of ours; 
he may be as cruelly opposed to ns as are 
those superior critics who have tried to 
write us down ; we are vexed to the 
deepest recesses of the heart with that 
awful use of the tongue and of the pen 
whereby those supposed "faithful" 
fellows have for many years slaughtered 
their less successful fellow-men ; but all 
that we can leave. We detest the man who 
would use his pen or tongue merely to 
obtain the favour of a poor dying worm. 
Nevertheless, when we find the purse
proud and the hypocritically-pious uniting 
to crush a good man becausehefolloweth 
not with them, we run to the weak one, 
to ascertain how far he is deserving of 
the awfully wicked p~rSllcution by which 

he is being -pursued. Mr. Aikman's 
Vital Christianity may be too profound 
for the divines of our day, but to the 
truly honest Christian we say, Read it 
for yourself; if you cannot understand it, 
the cause may lay in your ignorance of 
the chastening and teaching of which 
Mr. Aikman treats. 

" Our Philosopher and Our School
master." Hand and Heart, monthly 
part, a library in itself of current events 
all round the globe, with illustrations of 
life in every form and fashion. The 
Queen going to open her Parliament, last 
February, forms a handsome picture; 
statesmen and public men ·on every side 
are herein brought before you as true as 
the sun. 

The Gardeners' Magazine. A large 
omnibus, full of everything in the hor
ticultural line·; but its splendid 1·epre
sentation of Valentine's Day in a forest 
of tree-ferns, is very fine. Lovers of 
nature may enjoy themselves here. 

" Religion in those· days cost som~
thing ! " So saith Mr. Samuel Jones. in 
his Histor.11 of the Strwt Baptists in tke 
Isle of Tkanet (R. Banks). To anti
quarians and all who can rejoice in the 
struggles, sufferings, and u'ndying exist
ence of God's Holy Truth, this historical 
collection will be encouraging, edifying, 
and of much comfort. We thank our 
zealous friend, Mr. Samuel Jones, for all 
the pains he has taken in shewing forth 
the life and labours of the flock of 
slaughter. 

Not After Oh,·ist, Mr. Battersby's ser
mon in Southwark, March 7th (Fisher 
and Stidstone, 23, Moorgate-street). A 
wise master builder is Master Battersby, 
he digs clean down to the Rock for a 
foundation; all the sand, all the shadows, 
all the earth of every kind, he flings 
away. Instrumentally he aims to build 
believers alone on God's covenant in 
Christ, through the Spirit. " Thus saith 
the Lord," is the only weapon Mr. Bat
tersby makes use of. Safe building. 

"The Spring is Near I" To-turn from 
the thorns and briers of that contentious 
controversy ever carried on by cc1-tain 
sections of " the only faithful people in 
the world" to the more Christ-like 
breathings of our happy, yet decidedly 
truthful old :ftiend, the Gospel Magazine, 
whose editor, the beloved Dr. Doudney, 
enjoys to a considerable extent the posi
tion and spirit of one who was em
phatically styled "that disciple whom 
Jesus loved," is exhilarating to us weary_ 
souls. The April number of the Gospel 
Magazine has a harvest of well-gr.:iwn, 
fully-ripe, and well-gathered sheafs of the 
finest wheat to be found in this country. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

OUR DEA.TH ROLL. 

THE departure of our venerable brother 
PERRETT is a loss to the Churches he so 
lovingly and faithfully served. A• yet, we 
can only announce that be died Tbumlay, 
March 15, 1877. His last sermon was 
preached at the rooms, Rye-lane, Peckham. 
This is the second valuable supply they have 
lost recently. Brother Perrett's widow is 
71, residing 56, Stebbington-street, Claren
don-square, and she requires help and sym
pathy. How can this be done? Will notthe 
Churches her husband served be as the Lord's 
almoners, to comfort and help her in the time 
of her sorrow ? 

Mr. JAMES Cox, for many years the 
chapel-keeper at the old Surrey Tabernacle, 
died at bis residence in North Brix ton, after 
a short illness, on Wednesday, April 4, 1877, 
aged 61. His remains were laid in Nuobead, 
on the 9th of April, when his large and deeply 
sorrowing family surrounded his grave. His 
very venerable father, who has reached his 
94th year, was a true mourner, and took bis 
stand at the grave, as ·though he had not 
reached bis four-score. C. W. Banks said 
(in the chapel service) he knew lour good 
things in Mr. Cox's life: (1.) His deep con
victions of his fallen state as a sinner, com
menced from the powerful application of a 
hymn sunl!' in the Old Surrey Tabernacle 
many years since on the judgment day
when, like an arrow, the question came in, 

n Where then, my soul, wilt thou appear? u 

(2.) He passed a searching examination, was 
received into the Church, and for years was 
one of the most zealous helpers the late be
loved James Wells had about him. (3.) 
C. W. B. ~aid he knew James Cox's pastor 
was abidingly attached to him; and, in 
private, had expressed his strongest Christian 
love to bis "brother James Cox." (4.) In 
coming to the fuoeral,C. W. B. said hismiod 
was much exercised as regards what testi
mony hemightbeeoabledjustly to bearinsuch 
a solemn service, where no flattering voice 
should be heard, but where" T11 UTH " alone 
should speak. As be came on to the deceased'd 
residence, in silent contemplation, these words 
entered his ,oul with certainty, "STRONG IN 
FAITH, GIVING GLORY TO Go»." Mr. 
James Cox's dyio,r hours and last assurances 
of being ready, willing, and even longing to 
depart, confirmed the fact that the faith in 
his soul was that which gloried in NOTHING, 
gave undue honour or praise lo none, but 
alone unto the Almighty Triune Go», the 
alone Author, Preserver, and Finisher of his 
salvation. Strong faith outlives every storm, 
it secures 

"-- safety in life, 
And after death, 

The plenitude of heaven." 
Perplexing mysteries bet'Jouded some men's 
lives; of these, aome lines may yet be written. 

MRS, TOMLYN, 
Her Early Life-her silent Regeneration 

-Baptized by John Harrington 
Evans-h,r .•oul blelfsed under il'lr. 
West, at w;nchrlsea.-A Few Remarka 
relrttivM to Life of the late ,lfrs. Tomlyn, 
of Hflnover-street, Peckham, who.fell 
asleep in Jesus, February 26th, 1877, 
aged 75. 

Mrs. T. was a native of Rye, in Sussex; 
her maiden name Catherine Edwards. Her 
parents were highly respectable, She had 
been brought UJ> to attend the parish church 
with them, and tholJll'hl by so doing she was 
on the way to heaven. Her parents removed 
to Hastings, and when Catherine was ahout 
tweo ty years of age, a Christian gentleman 
and bis wife visited them; and while there 
they read and expou11ded the Word of God 
in her hearing; the Holy Ghost opened her 
heart to rereive the truth; at the same time 
she was convinced of her utterly lost and 
ruined slate as a sinner before a holy, heart
searcbiog God, and she so realized her entire 
helples.ness, ond that there would be no hope 
for her, but by God's free grace andsoverei~n 
love, tba~ she was always pained when she 
heard any one attribute to the creature that 
which alone belonged to a Triune Jehovah, 
Under what circum.•tances aud by whose 
instrumentality her soul was set at liberty, 
the writer cannot remember. 

Mis3 Edwards was, in 1822, married to Mr. 
Ebenezer Fox, on eminent Cbl"istian, who 
aided her in every good work. Residing in 
London, they attended John-~treet chapel, 
and the ministry of the late .Mr. John Har
rin,rtoo Evans wa.• greatly bles•ed to her soul, 
She was haptized by him in 1825. 

About five years Inter, her husband being 
an invalid, was ordered to Hastiow;, during 
which time Mr. West, late rector of Win
chelsea, visited him; and after Mr. F.'sdeath 
in 1835, she regularly attended his ministry, 
and so profited under his preaching that she 
had her house opened for him to give a 
weekly address to hungry souls longing to 
be led with the Brend of Life: and not long 
since she said to the writer, " It is sweet to 
look back upon those seasons, when the Lord 
was with us, and applied· what His servant 
said, so that it was more to me than my 
necessary food." 

Mrs. Fox was subjected to much persecu
tion and opposition by so doing, but she felt 
it an honour to bear reproach for Him who 
had done so much for her. 

After a time her steps were direct~. to 
Bri~ht"o, and she highly valued the mmlS
lralions of the late Mr. Groce, of West
street; and up to the time of bis decease, II 
very strong friendship existed between t!iem. 

Between her first and second marrtnge, 
she carried on a Ja,ge correspondence among 
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~ounll-' people, and tl,e Lord greatlv blessed 
her advi(•e and counsel to them 011 tbeir road 
Zionward. This is not said to extol the 
creaturP, but to magnify the riches of His 
grace who made her what she was. 

1,he wns a woman of much prayer, and the 
suct'ess ot her undertakings was no doubt 
tbe result ot her secret intercourse with 'her 
God. Many times has she said," I cannot 
mnna~ tn) little matters without my Lord's 
guid•nce any better than I t'an more im
portant affairs; and it i~ my mercy to have 
proved Him a prayer-answering, as well as 
a prayer-hearing God.'' 

Alter her marriage to Mr. Tomlyn, they 
tra,•elled about for some time, but e,·entually 
set1led at Hanover-street (where she resided 
the remainder of her life), occasionally at
tenninp; the ministr~· ot the late Mr. Moy!e, 
of Rye-lane. After Mr. T.'s death, she 
joined in Church fello"·ship with them; and 
all who had the prhilege of her friendship 
can testify to the faithfulness of her lo,•ing 
rebukf'S when necessary, and her consistent 
conrl uct both before the Chureh and the 
world. 

The ladies of the Dorcas and Maternal 
Committee.• have lost a most valuable and 
efficient worker. Having considerable 
leisure, she felt it a privilege and pleasure to 
devote her time in all that concerned the 
interest.• of these associations. She was 
president of the Dort"as Committee for some 
years, and was workinir for them the Satur
day pre,·ious to her removal to her happier, 
holier home. 

DEATH-THE DAY-BREAK OP ETERN:A.L 
BRIGHTN !!SS. 

A few years ago, there were three bro
thers living in health, manly vill,'our, and 
practical usefulness in the different Churches 
where Providence had plared tbew. We 
refer to Messrs. Nathan, James, and W. S. 
BLAX E. They are now all gone across the 
river. Mr. Nathan Blake resided during the 
la.•t years of his life in Gravesend ; there he 
died · and there over his grave we •poke a 
few ~lemn words. In earlier life, be bad 
been with his loving wife, a member and a 
good° friend of the late John Foreman's 
Church. Nathan died in the faith and hope 
of the Gospel ol the ever-blessed God. 

Mr. James Blake, a long and much
esteemed resident citizen ot Aldgate, was a 
valualJle helper to the late Thomas. I:J ughes, 
of Trinity Hackney. He saw Tr101ty, and 
was a co-~orker with Thomas Hughes, in 
their days of' immense prosperity. He saw 
both decline; long sea.<ons of sorrow fol
lowed. Then, as we believe, a merciful 
Providence directed him to Crosby-row 
chapel, l:!outhwark. For about ten yeara, 
as a deacon, greatly beloved, be saw the 
Church rise there, under God's blessing on 
our ministry, from a very few to nearly 300 
members. IShortly after, Mr. James Blake 
wa.s called home, also bis excellent wile, 
whom we baptized with many others. 

Now from Clarkston, in the United States, 
comes~ letter to Mrs. White, of the Ful
lmo-road (a meek and a:lfectionnte sister of 

the brothers we have briefly referred to) an
nouncing the death of the last of the tl1ree 
Mr. W. S. Blake, who, his berenved wido~ 
sayR, "entered ,into ,bis heavenly rest, on 
Mal'<'h 2, 1877, m Ins seventy-third year." 
Mr. W. S. Blake had resided in that State 
many years, being one of its first settlers. 
Himself and wife had been members of a 
Baptist Clrnreh over thirty years; and many 
mo,1rn the loss of a man so genial, faithful, 
and true. 

Tho<e two rniirhty powers-DEATH and 
LOVE- came, and each took their watch, 
one on one side, the other on the other side 
of his bed, for three long months, and there 
was seen the truth of that grand old sen
tence," Love is strong as Death." 

Death said," I claim thii body, and I have 
power to take it down to the grave." 

Love said, "The immortal soul is mine; I 
have set my bear, upon it from all etemity; 
I have redeemed it from all evil ; and I have 
power to carry it home to dwell with the 
spirits of the just made perfect." 

Both these powers maintained their hold 
until the moment of separation came. 

The struirgle was severe, the warfare was 
lonir, but the conquest was comolete. Mr. 
Blake's bodily prostration was great. His 
physical powers were all but gone for months, 
still nothing but a grateful patience a mo_st 
sincere resignation, with an intense \onging 
to be with the Lord, were to be seen or heard 
in him. His widow, who watched over him, 
with tender and affectionate solicitude, says, 
-" Three days before he died, he had a par
tial vision of glory. He said, 'I shall not be 
here long now.' I asked him what it was'! 
He replied, ' I cannot tell you. Something 
I saw and felt, I cannot desc,·ibe.'" 

The last verse he repeated was,-
11 Jesus! Lover of my soul, 

Let me to Thy bosom lly," 
With a soft assurance of his going to dwell 

with the ble,sed, he kissed-his much-endeared 
wife, and fell asleep. Professor Van Don, 
preached deceased's funeral sermon from his 
chosen text, " I shall be sati,fied when I 
awake with Thy likeness." Hallelujah ! 
Praise the Lord. C. W. B. 

A BRIEF A<::COUNT OP THE DEATH OP 
MRS, NUNNS. 

"Your people are fond of reading the 
a~count of the. last moments of departed 
saint•," said a gentleman (he was one of the 
" Br,tbren ") once to the writer. 

" Well," said I, " perhaps they are, for 
there is something very impres•ive in the 
last utterances of a dying friead-words 
spoken on the threshold of eternity.'' 

But, a,:art from this, the infallible Word 
declares1 ' Precious in the sight uf the Lord is 
the death of His saints.'' If they be •o precious 
in the eyes of the eternal Majesty of henveu, 
shall they not be a cause of rr-joicing to 
the hearts of His people on earth ? aud though 
they may (and do) moul'II the loss of those 
who have gone to be with J e,us, yet they 
would not, for all that this world calls good 
or great, wish them back. 

So bu it been with the Church at Cour-
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land-grove, Larkhall-Ione, Clapham, under 
the pastoral care of that aged and devoted 
servant ol Chrl•t, Mr. S. Ponslord, who have 
sustained a loss in the death of Mrs. Noons, 
a person who was highly respected and be
loved by all she come in contact with. She 
had been a member there for a great many 
;rears, being quickened into Divine life by 
God the Holy Obost, who was pleased to show 
her her state as a sinner, and her need of a 
Saviour. When first convinced, she wan
dered from one chapel to another, trying to 
find that which her soul so muclJ needed. At 
last, her husband went out by himself one 
Sunday morning, and accidentally (to use a 
common worldly phrase) dropped into Mr. 
Ponsford's chapel. After the service was 
over be went home and informed his wife that 
he hail found the right ministry for her. She 
went ; it proved the means of setting her soul 
at liberty, and she was enabled to go on her 
way r•joicing. She followed her Saviour 
through that simple and much-despised ordi
nance of baptism, and she ever maintained 
a consistent walk al,! through her pilgrimage 
on earth. Like others of the living family, 
she experienced her dark seasons; but she 
always found that her anchor was ca-;t firmly 
within the vail, which is both sure and stead
fast, and.:..uolike much of the teaching of 
the theology of the present day-she knew 
that 

"--once in Christ, 
In Him for ever." 

But the time of her departure drew on. 
She had been a great sufferer through her 
shortness of breath, being very asthmatical. 
During her last illness, which was very brief, 
she display~ that patience and fortiturle 
which ouly a true Christian can do. On the 
question being asked her ii she was happy 
iu her mind? she answered," Yes," and made 
some other remark, \\0hich was unintelligible. 
Just before her spirit winged its flight to 
" fairer worlds on high," she asked to be liftert 
up, and said with great diffi~ulty, "Come 
quickly." Truly we would say, "Let me 
die the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end be like bis." And now her rao
somerl spirit basks in the full-orbed presence 
of her aclorable Saviour, in that blissful, 
happy place, " where the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest;" nod 
she reali-e• the truth of those sublime words 
of Toplady's prayer,-

" While I draw this fleeting bre..,th, 
When my eyelids close in death; 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
Boe Theo on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages. cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee." 

Mrs. Nunnswa• a cheerful, happy-looking 
Christian, and although she waded through 
rivers of sorrow and trouble, yet the com
placent ancl exceeding tranquil smile upon 
her countenance never showed a single 
trace of pain; and even when her own trials 
were m,•ntioned, her eyes would glisten 
throul(h her teara, and I doubt not for a mo
ment but that an ejaculatory prayer would 
ascend from he,· heart to Him whose ear 
Is evrr open to the cries of His poor and needy 
ones God forbid we should exalt the creature 

and forget the Creator ; but where the grace 
of God shines con•picuously, let not the sin
defiled hands or lips of man attempt to ob
literate it. All who knew our derarted 
sister can testify to the affability o her 
manners, the cheerfulness of her conversa
tion, and the encouraging words she has spoken 
not only to the pastor to cheer him in bis 
labours, but also ( and such are few and far 
between) to the younger friends of the con
gregation, whose state and experience she 
has entered into, and drawn out expressions 
which even the more deeply taught in heavenly 
things have failed to do; and she has then 
poured in a drop of the good wine of the 
kingdom, which has helped the seeking and 
hoping soul on their way heavenward and 
God ward. This the writer is a Ii ving witness 
to. She wa•, in the true sense of the word, 
a '' mother in Israel." The husband has 
lost au affectionate wife, the family a kind 
and good mother, and the Church a regular 
and consistent member. 

The pastor improved her death on Sunday, 
Mac eh 15, and in the course of his sermon 
be said, "She was a dear si'!ter I valued 
very much; and received much comfort when 
telling of the experience of her heart." May 
the Lord bless the bereaved family, and, if 
Hi• will, may they, by the same teaching and 
safe guidance, be conducted where she i•, and 
so he "for ever with the Lord! " 

The following lines, which were copied and 
given me by a friend, are_, I think, very 
appropos to our deceased friend. R. S. 

"'SHE IS NOT DEAD, BUT SLEEPETH." 
Oh! call it not death -it is life begun, 
For the waters o.re passed, the bome is won; 
1.'he ransomed spirit bath reached the shore, 
Where they weep, and suffer. and sin no more. 
She is safe in her Father's house above, 
In the place prepared by her Saviour's love ; 
To depart from e. world of sin and strife, 
And to be with Jesus-yes! this is life. 
0 call it not death-'tis a holy sleep. 
And the precious dust the Lord doth keep; 
She shall wake a.gain-and bow sn.ti•rfled, 
With the likeness of Him for her who died, 
As He ro8'J o.gain, she sha.ll o.lso rise 
From the quiet lleo.<1, where now safe she lies. 
Then cheer ye, fond mourners, who so.lily weep, 
For happy o.re they who in Jesus sJeep. 
Oh! call it not dee.th-'tfa o. glorious rest. 
nYea, so.ith the Spirit," for all such are blest; 
u They rest from their labours," their work is 

done. 
The goo.I is o.tto.ined, the weary race runi 
The ba.ttle is fought, the struggle is o'er, 
The crown now reph1.ces the c;:·oss she bore; 
The pilgrinHge path shall no more be trod; 
" A rest remains to the people of God." 
Oh! co.II it not death-it is true inrl.eed, 
The soul from the shackles of earth is freed i 
'Tis true that dissolved is the house of cJay, 
And the spirit, unchained, hat.h po.ss'd away. 
'Tis true, too, the loved one bath gone before; 
The home how do.rke 1'd, that knows her no more. 
He chicles !l.Ot your grfofs, for Jesus. too, wept 
O'er the gro.ve where His friend, a Laz'rus slept. 
But co.II it not death-a few short day::1 o'er, 
Yr. shall meet her in glory, to po.rt no more. 
What a blessed hope! lo ! Christ ia.ha.il appear 
For the '· re111titution of all thin~s" here. 
Then (ir not till tben) ye·11 see ber again, (train, 
When brought by the Lord -vith Hi::1 glorious 
Those •· sloeping in Jesus " shall bo restored, 
11 And ao shall we ever be wfth the Lord I '' 
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rlARWICH, ESSEX. 
RE-OPHNJNG SERVICE OF EBENEZER 

BAPTIST CHAPEL. 

This place of worship being closed for two 
months for enlar1rement and renovation, was 
re-opened Thursday, Mar~h 22 by tea and 
public meeting; W. Beach, Esq. presided 
who _introduced. the. busine&< by' very ap: 
P:Opr1ate and ammat(ng remarks, expressing 
his pleasure and satisfaction.in seeing such 
a marked improvement in the place and 
gave the key-note for the evening, .I love, 
gra•itude, an,] zeal." Addresses by brethren 
Boughton, Wyatt, and G. G. Whorlow the 
minister of the place, were listened to ~ith 
much interest. Mr. Houghton reviewed the 
ministry of the present day; Mr. Wyatt the 
Independent minister of the town ' on 
Christiau unity; G. G. Whorlow on' the 
mercy-seat in the sanctuary ; Mr. Beach in 
closine-, appealed to the audience for lib;ral 
contributions towards liquidating the debt 
incurred, which was cheerfully respornled to. 
Sin![ing and prayer ended one of the most 
happy meetings ever experienced at Ebenezer 
ch~pel, Harwich. 

We hear much of a despondine- character 
of the low state of our Churches, -of abound
ing errors, which have always existed through 
the enmity between the two seeds; but the 
true Church ever has been aggre&-ive and 
progressive, and will continue going on con
quering and to conquer. Taking a review 
of the last six or seven years, we at Har
wich have r1-a•on to give thanks and take 
courage. We see erected new places of 
worship, in connection with the Strict 
Baptist Churches, such as the New Surrey 
tabernacle, that noble edifice in the midst of 
the great Emporium of the world, which 
will hear inspec1ion internally and externally. 
"Walk about Zion; go round about her; 
tell the towers thereat: Mark ye well her 
bulwarks; consider her palaces; that ye may 
tell it to the generation following." Look 
at brother Lawrence at Berruond,ey; brother 
Houghton, Rlakenham; brother Reynolds, 
Yarmouth; and this little place at Harwich, 
now nearly as good as new, and as ueat and 
comfortable as any place in Essex; many 
Churches burdened with heavy deblS have 
been released of their burdens, their debts 
being paid, their chapels put in trust, and 
doubtless maov other places that you, the 
Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL, know at, 
from your extensive knowledge of th~ 
Churches in London and the provinces. 
Hallelu1ah ! again, in respect to some of us 
who are ad,·ancing in years, and have inti
mations that our clay tabernacle must come 
down, yet through grace we rejoice they 
come as reminders of our house in the 
heavens not made with hands; and it affords 
us much pleasure to see the Lord raising up 
a band of young labourers to take the field. 
Yes! there are many young Eli•has and 
Timothys to take our places when our heavenly 
Lord an·d Ma,ter shall be pleased to remove us 
from the &phere of labour to the land of 
rest. 

To my young friends suffer the word of 

exhortation. Read the Word of God regu
larly, .a~tenlivelv, :md, prayerfully; study 
the wntmgs of the Puritan father• for they 
are pregnant with truth and spirtuality 
while modern writings are full of intel~ 
lectual mystifi~atiou, "·ith few exceptions 
The Lord has given you a banner to be dis~ 
played because of truth. Mav we all young 
and old, unitedly in love contend 'tor the 
"faith once delivered to the saints." 

u Fight on, My faithful baud, He cries 
Nor fear the mortal blow; 1 

Who first in such a warfare dies 
Shall speediest victory kno,v.11 

Harwich. G. G. WHORL0W. 

SOUTH BACKNEY.-We had Speld
hurst chapel crowded with an attentive au
dience on 8unday afternoon April 15 to hear 
Mr. I. Levinsohn deliveratliscoursefrom the 
text, "As the apple-tree among the trees of 
the wood, so is my Beloved among the sons '' 
&c. His one theme appears to be the beauty 
the sweetness, the. suitability, and glory a'r 
Jesus. Not one bitter feeling or reflection 
o_n others proceeds from him. Truly, in the 
simplest and clearest manner he lifts up the 
Lord as the sinner's only h~pe and urges 
all distressed and afflicted hearts 'to " Behold 
the Lamb of God." If Robert Burns had 
never found any worse minister than Isaac 
Levinsohn, he would never have written the 
following reproof to them,-

~, 0 ye w~a are so guid yoursel, 
Sae pious and sae holy, 

Ye've nought to d0 but mark and tell 
Your neebor's faults and folly." 

Alas! there are plenty yet in the ministry 
who~e evil deeds, under cover of a pure white 
conS1steocy, deserve the reference Burns 
made to them. And they will keep theh• 
distance from this young child of Abraham 
until they see God's blessing with hjm, ga
thering the multitude around him, and then 
thev may condescend to stoop. We rejoice 
to find Isaac Levinsohn has nothing of a 
servile, cringing spirit about him. He 
is anxious to be the servant of Jesus Christ, 
but not the sycophant of any party. May 
the Lord preserve him, go on to instruct 
and honour him, and all the glory shall be 
~iven alone unto His dear name. bur young 
friend is no ignoramus. In point of educa
tional advantages, we have not his equal in 
the whole of the Strict Baptist community. 
Let us all bless the Lord for giving us a young 
man whose credentials are so clear! whose 
prospects for usefulness are so hopefu • 

PLYMOUTH.-A recent visitor at Ply
mouth says he found Mr. Collins exceed
ingly happy in preaching the Gospel at 
Corpus Christi. At Ehenezer Stonehouse, 
they are" faint, yet pursuing.'! Mr. Dick
enson holds on well at Mount Zion, Devon
port, where Mr. Vaughhn uoed to labour 
Mr. Parnell, at Trinit):, Plymouth, has many 
good friends, so that If any should visit this 
Western coast during the coming season! 
there need be no fear for want of Gospt 
preaching or preacher. 
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MR. JOHN BENNETT A.T EGERTON, 
KENT. 

DBAR BROTHER IN THB LORD,
Amidot the 111eoeral gloom that has settled 
on many of our Churches in our yet highly 
favoured land, arising in too mao1 cases 
from A we.ot of a loving, living mmistry, 
and on the part of the members of our 
Churches from the want of a child-like and 
teachable Ppirit here and there we find a 
little that is calculated to cheer and revive 
a fainting spirit; such reviving I found in 
visiting Eg!!J'toD Postal Baptist chapel, last 
FridRy, March 80, which was their anni
versary. 

Egerton Foslal is about three miles wide 
of the Pluckley station on. S.KR. The 
baptized Church meeting there is an off
shoot of the Old Tzedeo Baptist chapel, 
Smardeo, and has been established between 
forty and fifty years. 

It has been the scene of the labours of 
Cornelius Slim, the late Daniel Cranhrook, 
Padgham, McCarthy, Scott, Pain, Kingsford, 
S. T. Bao ks, and the preseo t one who is 
ministering to them is R. Y. Banks, who hns 
laboured in word and doctrine there for the 
past seventeen years. The late Mr. Hughes, 
of Sheerness, laboured tor them about ten 
years with much acceptance, besides many 
others. 

They held their anniversary on Good Fri
day, and notwithstanding the Zion's, and 
Bethel's, and Zoar's, which. hold meetings 
now on that day, they are generally well at
tended. 

On Friday, March 30, I left about 6.30 
A.M., for Egerton. The morning wasevery
thinK that could be desired ; the very birds 
carolled forlh the great Creator's praise, and 
the earnest prayer of my soul was that the 
God of Zion would come with the preacher 
for the day, Mr. John Bennett, of Wilder
ness-row, London; nor was I disappointed. 

The offic,iating minister began the morning 
service • alter singing, by reading H~brews 
xii., commenting upon the witnesses with 
which the Church is encompassed. 

The encouragement alfurded by a review 
ol those who have been borne through a h!!St 
of trials and cruel mockings, of bonds Rnd 
imprisonments, and yet who had endured as 
seeing Him who is invisible, also of the one 
Church embracing patriarchs, prophets, 
apostles, the army of martyrs, in all age•, and 
each true believer to the end, forming but one 
complete whole. He then besought the Lord's 
bles,ing upon the •ervices ol the day that He 
would lie with His servant, whom they ex
pected, nod that by bis labours as a Church 
they might afresh put on the whole armour 
of God, and stand in the evil day. 

Mr. Bennett took his text for the morning 
from 1 Peter v. 7," For He careth for you." 
He, in introducing his discourse mentioned a 
circumstance which would be worthy of imi
tation. A gentleman who was accustomed to 
hear what are coo•idered little preachers. was 
asked how he got along with them, answered, 
" I go expect log something, but I expect 
that somethinll' from God, and I generally 
pick up a crumb." I believe this is the great 

mistake hearers of the Word make ; they look 
too much to the instrument, and too little to 
that God who can alone make the instru
ment effective. 

Mr. Bennett divided his subject into two 
thoughts : I. A blessed consolation-" He 
careth for you." II. A wonderful stimu
lant. The complete or Divine union-He who 
cares, and those who are cared for ; showing 
a blessed association-God in His holiness and 
the guilty one united in one bond or cove
nant, exhibiting mercy and truth meeting to
gether upon needy and •iolul man. Cnrist 
caring for His people, more than He cared for 
Himself, giving up Himself, pounng out 
Himself that He might procure salvation for 
them. He made the world by a word
•peakiog, and it is done, commanding, and it 
stands fast. 

But He devoted His life to work and re
demption, to work out a righteousness, and 
to bring peace to a troubled heart. Think
ing, ,md planning, and working till He 
could say, " The work is finished Thou 
gavest Me to do." 

This good pleasure of the Father stands 
connected with His Divine power in execut
ing. That there was a reason for every 
mystery both of His providence and grace 
towards the objects of His choice. He trims 
and prunes the vine as He pleases, but that it 
may bring forth more fruit. The ground of 
our acceptance with God being of His own 
will that He begat us by the Word of truth; 
loving the Church and giving Himself for 
it1 that He might make unto Himself a 
glorious Church without spot, &;c, 

And the glorious issue of His care not to 
lose one, that they all might be made par
takers of His holiness, and gathered in to one 
eternal bond of union, and be with Him to 
behold His glory. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Bennett spoke from 
J oho xv. 9, " As the Father l:ath loved me, so 
have I loved you; continue ye in My love." 

Over 200 sat down to tea. lo the evening 
Mr. Bennett preached from Rev. xxii. 14, 
"Blessed· are they that do His i,om:naod
ments that they may have right to the tree of 
life, and may enter in through the gates into 
the city." 

Here is a sketch of Good Friday at the 
Baptist chapel-the Postal Egerton. Mr. 
Bennett appeared quite at home, and the 
people were at home in the house of prayer, 
and with God's servant. The attendance was 
good all day ; the interest in hearing and re
ceiving the Word did not flog or wear out. 
After the concluding prayer, the beautiful 
prcise of the well-known doxology was sung 
heartily," Praise God from whom all blesoings 
flow." 

May the day be long held in sacred remem
brance with much profit by all who met in 
God's house; and as one who has taken a 
humble place in connection with Ziou, and a 
deep interest in her prosperity and peace1 lee! 
it a most precious privilege we are permitted 
to meet at all in so public a way; but when we 
can meet and feel that those who speak In the 
name of the Lord, and we who hear wit~ one 
heart and soul receiving the word of Divine 
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truth as the girt or a loving Father, through 
90 sate and in every sense 90 satisfactory a 
way, as our precious Immanuel, God with 
us, this enhances the privilege a hundred
fold. 

May the God of all graee richly bless you 
in your declinin11: days both in preaching and 
publishing His Word, is the praverof 

A VISITOR. 

WAL THAM ABBEY.-The fifty-third 
annivel'!larv or our foundation at El!enezer 
chapel was celebrated on Bank Holiday. A 
good company ot ministP.rs and trienils hon
oured us with their presence. Mr. R. G. 
Edwards preached from haiah lxii. 4, "But 
thou shal t be called Hephzibah, and thy land 
Beulah." Tea was provided by the ladies, and 
much appreciated. At the public meeting in 
the evening (chapel filled), Mr. W. Winters, 
the pastor, aeted as moderator, com
mencin11: the service with the well-known 
hymn. "Kindred in ·Christ for His dear 
sake," &c. F. Wheeler prayed; T. Rowley 
spoke on the Lord·s love and mercy to His 
people; Mr. Rowley, being a native of 
Waltham, expressed great attachment to the 
cause ol God here. Mr. Winters gave the 
"Rise and Progress of Dissent in Waltham," 
enumerating the lives in briet of John 
Arthur, Dr. Gill, John Davies, James 
Upton, Dr. W. Newman, John Ryland, 
Joseph I vimey, James Hargreaves, and other• 
whose names are famous in the evangelical 
annals of Waltham Abbey. F. Wheeler and 
N. Oakey madesterling remarks on the definite 
natureot the truth of the Gospel. Jabez Whit
teridge (a kind, loving servant of Christ) gave 
cheering words, and much encouraged the 
pastor. R. G. Edwards spoke on the pastor's 
work. Mr. Edmond Carr, late or Brighton, 
whom tbe pastor ol this chapel bas had the 
honour to baptize, came forward by reque.•t, 
and spoke sweetly on the Gospel ordinance• 
ot God's house. It is hoped thisyounl!,' godly 
man will be ot great senice in the Church. 
May God enrlow him with holy unction for 
the work. Alter a few words from the Chair
man respecting the blessing of God felt and 
enjoyed from Sabbath to Sabbath by the 
friends, Mr. H.J. James, who had so long, 
helped the cause here in the service of 110ng 
with other sweet singers of I•rael, favoured 
the congregation with. that admirable piece of 
music, entitled, "How beautiful upon the 
mountains! " &c., which one and all seemed 
unitedly to appreciate. The meetiDf!' termi
nated with prayer. May God give many more 
bright manifestations of His love and power 
to the Waltham Abbey Strfot Baptist Church, 
is the bearty desire ol one who must pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem while life and hope 
remains. 

W ALTHAMENSIS. 

ATTLEBORO', NORFOLK.-The fol
lowiol!.' four Baptist Churche•, Attleboro', 
Carleton Rode, Kenning-hall, and Sheltanger, 
have made it a cu•tom for many years to hold 
public services upon Good Friday. These 
8880ciated Churches held these services at 
Attleboro' this year, on the day above-

mentioned. There were three aervlces during
the day and three sermons preRched. A. 
goodly number, consisting ol sever11l of the· 
members and ft-iends connected with these· 
Churches, with their pastors, as•em hled in 
the morning at halt-past ten, to worship• 
their covenant Head. The sermon was•• 
preached by Mr. Ewing, of Kenninghall, 
from Romans viii. 32. Many were the 
establishing and comforting wonls •poken to• 
the believers in Christ from these words 
chosen as a text. At one o'clock a public
dinner was provided in the chapel, and 
several friends partook of the substanlials
prepared. The second ser,•ice commenced 
at halr-pMt two in the afternoon, the chapel 
being full ol people. Mr. Sparbam, pastor 
of the baptized Church at Shelfanger, 
offered prayer, pleading at the me.-cy-seat 
lot· spiritual blessinirs on the assem hled 
Churches, and upon the day's service.•. Mr. 
Pipe, the recently appointed Baptist 
minister of Attleboro', preached from the last 
two verses of the last chapter in 8olomon's
Song. The Church of Jesus Christ was 
beautifully described under the figure of a 
irarden, and her many calls to the dear 
Redeemer to be swift in His visits to her. 
At five o'clock a public tea was also pro
vided, of which a la1·ge number availed 
themselves. Sermon was preached bv Mr. 
R. 8naith, of Carleton Rode, from the latter 
part of Isaiah !iii. 11. It was a powerful and 
deep discourse on the work of Christ in the· 
sinner's justification. A pleasant task was
performed by Mr. Pipe at ti.,e close of the 
sermon-viz., the presentation of a"handsome 
silver inkstand to Mr. Zedekiah Lonir, the· 
retiring superintendent of the Sabbath· 
school in connection with the Baptist Church, 
at Attleboro', on behalf ol tL,e teachers. 
After a vote of thaok8 had been accordP.d to
the ladies and friends for their kind as,ist
ance, the services of the day were concluded 
by prayer. Several friends came from the
surroundinir villages by vans, and many 
doubtle•s in returning would think of the
bleRSed truths heard durinl!' the day, and 
look forward to the next meeting, which will 
be (God willing) held at Carleton Rode. 

ONE PRESENT. 

COB HA M.-MR. BANXS,-As a tra
veller, I sometimes stop at Cobham, and go
to the Baptist chapel. The friends at Cob
ham are very few, like Mr. Cornforth's 
friends. They have a Yea and Amen Gospel, 
lifting up a precious Christ. They have 
a Sabbath school, and it• my belief the 
Baptists are doinl!' what they can to sound 
out Christ's Gospel. In 1872, land was 
given to them ; they said, "This is the 
Lord's hand, let us arise and build." Seven 
or eight of them set to work. In 1873, the 
chapel was opened. Through much trial 
from within and without, they have kept 
the doors open till now. But they are 
burdened with ,£100 debt. Knowing your 
willlingness to help the needy, will you kindly 
make an appeal for them ? The Lord bleu 
you, is the prayer of 

A Pooa TRAVELLBR. 
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BIBLICAL TEACHING 
AND THB 

BANBURY NEW STRICT BAPTIST 
CHAPEL. 

"The Banbury Guardian," in its report ol 
the services at Easter, says:-

Ea9tcr SuDday, morning and evening, 
special services were held in West-street 
chapel, at which collections were matle on 
behalf of the chapel which is beinl!' erected in 
Dashwood-road, at a cost of £850, and to
wards whirh a sum of .£330 still remain• to 
be liquidated. C. W. Banks, from Speld
hurst-road chapel, London, was the preacher 
at the three services, and on each occa .. ion 
delivered a suitable and earnest sermon. On 
the loll owing day, Easter Monday, a public 
tea was held, which was well attended, the 
proceeds being devoted to the funds of the 
Sabbath school. This was succeeded by a 
meeting, over which Alderman Osborn pre
sided, to whose philanthrophy and zeal much 
ol the success likely to attend the erection of 
the new chapel is attributable. 

Alderman Osborn said they had two ohjects 
in meeting together that evening-the one 
was to sympathise with the Sabbath school, 
·which they had that afternoon SUCCPSSfully 
done; and the other ohject was to incite them 
to renewed effort on behalf of the new chapel, 
whir.h was approaching completion. Speak
ing of the Sabbath school, and of the neces.sity 
of the inculcation of religious instrul'tion, he 
said the stamp of Divine approval was mani
fest upon the school; and gave it as bis 
opinion that Biblical instruction wa• never 
more imperatively demanded than at the pre
sent time. He referred them to the spread of 
infidelity, in company with her twin-sisters, 
Ritualism and Popery, and to what thP.y 
sometimes called "Evangelical teaching," 
which savoured more of a metaphysical dis
quisition or philosophical lecture; ob<erving 
that wi1b this state of things, the teaching of 
the truths of God's Word was imperatively 
dr.mandtd. In the present chapel they had 
no convenience whatever for the Sabbath 
school ; in addition to tl,i•, the place was 
private property, for which they paid a con
siderable rent, and were subject at any time 
to ejectment. The Calvinists had wor•hipped 
in their chapel in West-•treet for half a cen
tury, ancl that without asking for a shilling 
ouLside their circle of the Ch1·istian Church, 
and be could testify that nearly every iostitu lion 
except the Calvinists had received external 
~upport. God had put it into their h•arts to 
raise a pince of worhip in which the discrimi
nating trurtls of God's Word should be faitb
full)· preached and in which the ordinances 
of God's hou,e, aceoi·ding to the rules of the 
Goopel, should be administered. This was 
the ol!ject they had in view, and the great 
work in which t!iey were engaged. The new 
chapel, he thought, would be opened in June. 

Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Tustnin, and C:. Eden 
(Bloxhnm), all rejoiced that they were in 
pro•pect of hnving a place of worship they 
could call their own, and would •ay, next to 
God, all honour to those friends who had been 
the instruments in raising up whnt he might 
call a legacy to posterity, wherein the truths 

as in Christ sl,ould be fearlesaly, faithfully, 
and fully preached. All were pleased to see 
so many pr-nt that evening. 

The chairman, in introducing C. W. Banks, 
from London, who bad been amongst them 
before, •aid they were much indebted to him 
for the kind interest he had taken in their 
project. He (the chairman) looked upon the 
Sabbath school a.• being the origin of the new 
chapel, and thought if they hail had no Sun
day school, they would not be having a new 
chapel. He said it was two years ago that 
the idea was first mentioned ; and he ex
pressed his ll'reat pleasure in knowing that 
1b,y would soon have a nice place to worship 
in. 

C. W. Banks expatiated upon the noble 
work of building chapels and schoul•, and 
said the congregation worshipping in West
street chapel had become endeared to him. 
In some impressive observations, he spoke of 
the great bles.•ing the new chapel would prove 
to those who l'ame alter them, and exhorted 
all to give whatever they could towards its 
cost. He did not think anv one of them at a 
future time when worshipping in the chapel 
would like to tell their children, in answer to 
inquh-ies, that they had given nothing 
toward• the cost of building it; but, on the 
coo trary, would feel a pride in telling them 
that they had subscribed something towards 
its erection. Mr. Banks then pa.ssed a well
deserved eulogium on Mr. J. Osborn, whose 
interest in the i::iabbath school and the chapel 
has been so markedly shown, after which he 
made an urgent appeal to the meeting tJ 11ive 
liberallv when the collection was made. Pro
ducing· a letter he had received that day, 
addressed "Bishop Banks"- (laughter)
he said the sender, who did not give his name, 
promised to give as much towards the build
ing fund as he (the speaker) did. It was his 
intention to give £5 towards it-(npplause) 
from a fund he bad in hand for helpioll' i::itrict 
Baptist Churches. He then asked the anony
mous writer to come forward and carry out 
his promise; which promise bas been honoured 
and ad,Jed to the fund. 

The choir during the evenin!!,' sang severo.l 
pieces, including anthems and hymns, much 
to their credit. 

On Tuesday evening another service was 
held in the chapel, when C. W. BBl'1ks 
preached an excellent sermon. 

The aggregate sum realised since the com
mencement of the services is ,£35 6s. lld. 

We mny odd, if the Lord permit, the new 
Baptistclrnpel in Banbury will be opened on 
Wednesday, June 20, when W. Crowther, 
E.•q., of Gomersal, Leeds, has kindly pro
mised to conduct the dedicatory services, and 
preach in the oflernoon and evening. 

CAMBERWELL.-MANSION Hoos& 
CHAPEJ •• -H. Oern's query cannot be met. 
Mr. Rowe has been pastor nearly twenty 
years. A pleasanter brother lives not every
where. Who has the chafe!, who will 
occupy the pulpit, who wil fill the pews 
we know not. As Gero says, " It L• a grand 
centre." Yes, there are plenty of centres; 
but if you make truth the stan,Iard of the 
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centre, where will you flnd the crowding 
congregB.tion? In the S.E. district there 
are tabernacles, churches, chRpels, halls, 
mi$ion-rooms, and 11eh01>ls in all directions. 
Saving results we cannot measure. 

EPPING.-Baptist friends held thirteenth 
anniversary on Good Friday. Mr. Cer
pent,er preached thorough good sermons. 
After tea, public meetinir was convened. 
Mr. Cottis presided. Mr. Golding prayed. 
Mr. Carpenter gave a short address. Mr. 
Davis (pastor of the Indevendent chapel, 
Epping) expressed with warmth end energy 
the pleasure he felt on being present in com
pany with Hypers, Brownists, Wesleyans, 
and others. Mr. Hitchcock, Mr. Golding, 
and Mr. Winters followed with kindnes.•. 
There was a good attendRnce the whole of 
the day, and, above all, God was realised in 
the midst, and the souls of many were ble.. .. ed. 
So says w. WINTERS. 

FOLKESTONE, KENT. 
To tl,e numerous readers of the "Earthen 

Vesesl." 
DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, - Our 

esteemed brother, Mr. Denmee, and his little 
flock, are erying out, like the servants of 
Elisha, "Give room, for the place is too 
straight for us." They are about taking a 
chapel in a bett,er position; but it will cost 
them for repairs, &:c., near .£400. They 
earnestly solicit your kind sympathy by lend
ing them a helping hand, that the place may 
be rendered convenient and suitable for the 
worship of God, in strict accordance with 
GOl!pel order. Our brother Denmee is a 
faithful preacher, and his labours have been 
blessed. I hope God will open hearts to feel, 
and bands to give liberally to these few sheep 
in the wilderness. 8u bscription.• and dona
tions will he most thankfully received by 
Mr. Denmee, minister, 143, Dover-road, 
Folke,tone; Messrs. Moat and Smith, 
deacons, 8. Rendezvous-street, Folkestone. 
Also by J. W. E. C. Gruit, 4, Crampwn-street, 
NewiDgton, S.E., London. 

BANBURY, OXON. 
DEAR SAMUEL FosTER,-lnasteamcar, 

this wet Wednesday, April 4th, I send my 
little mind down into your Slurry hospital, 
simply to cheer your heart by a few lines, 
reviewing the last few days in which I have 
been tryinj!' to he useful in the work wherein 
yo11 know I have been engaged over forty 
years. 

Early en Good Friday morning, started for 
Beacon-bill, whereon stands Penn chapel. 
We had two services, and aliftleconversation 
with my dear and long-known friends, R. 
Howard, Kemp, Francis, and others from 
Wooburn; and we have hope that the Penn 
Church, under the ministry of brother George 
White, may be as a city set on tbi• Beacon
bill, in which the citizens may be neither 
sickly nor few. The late pastor, Mr. Miller, 
was here fortv years; a truly honest and holy 
man of Goel, he loved bis Gospel-home; 
and there he steadfastly laboured until worn 
out, be gently fell asleep. His one only 

child, I find, has been Iert wlthou t much In 
this world, which is a cruel case; but how 
this comes out I must not yet declare. · 

Next day, went on to Oxford, where 
A few of the certain saints of high degtee 

In blest a. .. emblies meet, 
But as here is no place for me, 

I walk'd about the street. 
Then took train for Banbury, where on 
Saturday evening I safely found a quiet home 
in the well regulated residence of our friend 
Mr. Alderman Joseph Osborn. 

Oxford notes you must have another time. 
I was announced to prear.h four sermons in 
West-bar chapel, and in Bodicott, and take 
part in the Monday Sunday school annual 
mteting. Oh, my afflicted brother in the 
faith, it is mercy amazing rich to assure you 
that in a small way I was enabled to go 
through all, not to my own satisfaction, but 
I trust to rome arlvantage to the friends who 
are building a new Strict Baptist chapel in 
Banbury; and in order to pay the contractor 
they require as yet some .£3()0. I know the 
Banbur.v friends have gone to the utmost of 
their ability, but they must.have help from 
other sources. The Banbury Strict Baptists 
have by certain beloved friends among them 
rendered lnrge and loving aid to other causes, 
but never before did they seek the slightest 
assistan<'e from others. Will that Lord and 
Master whom they love and serve leave them 
helpless in this emergency? No ! will not 
you, dear Samuel, plead· for their freedom 
from all debt? I know you will. 

Brother Tustain, the patriarchal Baptist of 
these parts, spoke well to us at the Monday 
meeting. I mean (n.v.) to give hi, likeness 
and ministerial life as soon as it can be. The 
SC'.hool friends conducted their meeting in 
admirable style. The choir gave us a rich 
treat ; in fact, it was a cheerfiil and hallowed 
time. 

Near London. Pray for c. W. BANXS. 
I find everywhere the Lord has spl"inkled 

His •alt nil over this land. I hope to give 
you a few instances. I pray God to help you, 
dear Samuel Foster, in your deep affliction. 

BOW.-ALBERT TERRACE. Mr. 
William Webb, late of Tring, was recog
nised as pMtor of the Chur<."h in this place1 
January 23, 1877. C. Mastel"!'on conducted 
the devotional parts. J. Griffith examined 
t~e pa.•tor-elect; C. W. Banks united pastor 
and Church; John Hazelton delivered the 
charge; Edward Langford led the praise. 
Above 200 persons had tea. The new pa•tor 
presided over evening meeting, when G. 
Elven, G. Webb, Dearsly, Steed, Lodge, 
Osmond, and Mustcrson plead~d fot• truth in 
every form. The eighth anniversary of the 
Church wu on March 6. Sermons by W. 
Webb and Thomos Stringer. J. Bonney, 
Esq., presided over the public asseml,ly 
giving a lucid exposition of the character and 
ministry of Paul. G. Elven, on the brea•t
plate, was excellent. C. W. Bank•, N. 
Oakey, W. Beddow, and deacon Fowler 
took part. We all wish soon to see brother 
W. Webb and his friends In a new and 
larger place. 
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A WORD FOR THE BURGH-LE
l\lAR8H PEOPLE. 

DUR MR. BANKB,-1 and my wife 
were baptized in the year 1827; have been 
members of the Church near fifty year•. 
J. F. is trying to set up a rival cause. Will 
J. F. inform us who those cruel creatures 
were that shamefully used the late p83tor 1 

Dear Sir, in reply to your question, 
" How was a blessed minister driven away?" 
we answer, by his own resignation and the 
Church's acceptance of the same. 

I remain, your affectionate brother In 
Christ, JOSEPH NUTSBY. 

Station-road, Burgh-Le-Marsh, 
Lincolnshire. 

[We omit much because we will not in
jure any one. Burgh and Monksthorpe 
Churchei have stood in the faith over 200 
years. We beseech them not to give way to 
party feeling; let them not divide; let 
them get up into Olivet's Mount in com
munion with God; then let them appoint 
a Sabbath-day for united, honest, earnest 
prayer to Almighty God to come by His 
Spirit and heal them, bind them up, and in
crease them with grace and spiritual power. 
Mr. Wright resigned his office, the Church 
accepted it; the people gave him a hand-

. some present to leave, and he honourably 
left. There let that mgtter end. We would 
rather have the people's prayers to stop 
with them than all the purses in the world to 
leave them. But it may be the Lord bas other 
work for Mr. Wright to do. Let B,1rgh and 
Monksthorpe people listen to Christ's exhorta
tion. Let them continue in the Saviour's 
love ; let them forgive one another ; let them 
look more to the Lord than to any man. 
There is too much idolising of parsons in these 
days, cousequently trouble comes on our 
Churches.-En.] 

CAMDEN TOWN, GREAT MEETINGS. 
DEAII BROTHER BANKB.-Allow mP. 

to record the goodness of the Lord to that 
part of the flock meeting for Divine wor
ship at Milton hall, under the pastoral care 
of brother Gander, who has been laid by for 
weeks through affliction. In the midst ol 
all, the Lord has been with us. To His 
ltonour we rleclare Him to be "Jehovah
Jireh." On Good Friday brother I. 
Levinsohn preached in the afternoon to a 
congregation of nearly five hundred, from 
the words, " Behold the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world." He was 
heard with pleasure nnd profit. Mnny were 
sure the Lord had raised him up to be useful in 
Hi~ vineyard. About 350 took tea. Even
ing service commenced by pastor Gander 
giving out," Kindred in Christ." Our denr 
pastor being too ill to proceed, a,ked his 
friend Nugent to tnke the chair, which he 
ably filled. Brethren Haydon, Steed, A. 
Hall, Lodge, Onkey, and Levinsobn spnke 
comlorticg words. Brother Levlusohn 
thanked the friends for the welcome they 
~nve him. Brother Holton closed the meet
ing by prayer. Through the kindne:lll ot 
the friends, we were enabled to present 

our pastor £)3, proving that he is highly 
esteemed in love Jor his work's sake. 

J. HOOD. 

BUCKS.-Special services were held in 
Baptist chapel, Beacon-hill Penn on Good 
Friday, as follows : morning at :1even the 
friends met together for pra'ise and prayer; 
afternoon, sermon by C. W. Banks, which 
we all very much enjoyed. As the friends 
had prayed, so the Lord did indeed come 
with him; and when He comes He is sure 
to bring a blessing. The ladies' gave us a 
good tea. At public meeting, Mr. J. White, 
Hij!"h Wycombe, presided. After singing that 
beautiful hymn,-

u When saint to saint in days of old 
Their sorrows, sics, and suff"riogs tol~ 
Jesus. the Friend of sinners, dear, 
His saints to bless, was present there." 

Mr. Gurney went tothetbroneof grace. The 
meeting was addressed by the chairman who 
said the object of their meeting was two-'fold: 
1st, We have had the vestry repaired, at a 
cost of £18 5s.; the amount in hand is 
£9 10s. We are in de~t; that we do not 
like. We want to get this amount paid as 
soon as possible. Our friend Mr. Banks has 
come forward to aid us by coming this dav 
free of all expense, so that all we get will go 
towards the vestry fund; be has also paid tor 
the printing, &c., and if I speak the feeling 
of all present it is this, may the Lord bless 
him abundantly. 2nd, We meet that our souls 
may be blessed by the service of to-day, that 
Ille fainting ones may be made strong, and 
the doubting ones led to rejoice. The chair
man then addressed the meeting upon the 
ministry of Christ, His mercy, and the ma
jesty of His kingdom. He was followed by 
Mr. Burgess, of Aske_tt, Mr. Fuller, and 
C. W. Banks. The friends separated about 
nine o'clock, after spending a very happy 
Elay, the result of the day's services being 
£2 l~s. towa1;d~ the vestry fund, thus leaving 
£6 still remammg. May the Lorrl put it in 
the hearts of some to help this poor cause. 
"It is more blessed to give than to receive." 

A FRIEND TO THE CAUSE. 

NEW QUAY, CORNW ALL.-The 
Baptist Church here is fifty-five years of age. 
The Hand-book says, .Mr. Clase is pa.stor, 
but the Church has IIad no pastor for some 
time. If the Lord does not work for them, 
it must be closed. We hnve sent James 
Lock. We ask the Lord's remembrancers to 
plead specially for a Divine blessing to rest 
on brother Lock and the Church at New 
Quay, tor we regard New Testament princi
ples and practices in faithful and fruitful 
administrations. 0, what a field doth Corn
wall present! 'fhe whole of the West of 
England, with few exceptions, is barren in 
the Gospel miuistry. Cornwall is as bard as 
the copper ii produces. We have gone 
through it; it is sterile. Still with another 
Gospel, man,r are trying to raise the dead. 
Do tl!ey do 11? 0 Lord! command James 
Lock to call for the four winds to breatl!e, 
then shall the dry bones Jive. 
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A NEW ENTERPRISE. 
DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-You will be 

glad to know we have some blessed seasons 
at Bethel lately. At our Sunday school an
niversary, in March, we tried the experiment 
of having a public meeting without a tea, and 
to have superintendents of Sunday schools to 
speak instead ol ministers. It was a g-reat 
snrcess; good spe~hes by friends from 
Wilderness-row, Camden Lecture hall, Jireh, 
East-road, &c. Many were encouraged. I 
bearrl it remarked," We hope this will not be 
the last meeting of the sort." In the Church 
we are in peace; the Lord is prospering us. 
We baptized two, March 28, one a dear old 
saint over eighty years old, who had been a 
Roman Catholic all her life until she came 
to live with her daughter, who brought her 
to Bethel ; there the Lord hlessed her with 
His salvation. He,· daughter was haptized 
in the same pool in March, 1876. We added 
iour to the number ol our Church mem
bers on Easter Sundav. We have three can
didates who, God wiliing, will he immersed 
in the name of the blessed Trinity, on Wed
nesday, May 2nd. To God be all the praise. 

W. M. HAYDON,pastor. 

ROCHDALE.-DEAR MR. BANKS,
Saturday, Feb. 2-l, we had meetings at New
bold chapel, Rochdale, to sympathise with 
our pastor, Mr. Ja mes Hand, on leaving us. 
Many in the Church, in the school and con
gregation, are desirous that Mr. Hand should 
still have been our pastor. Over 200 sat 
down to tea; the public meeting was more 
numerous. The people, young folks, and all 
expressed heart-felt sorrow at our pastor leav
ing; and we pray that the God of all grace 
may long spare him. Feb. 25, our pastor 
prPached bis last sermon from, "And there 
shall be no night there.'" The cuapel was 
filled ; be preached a very good sermon ; 
a great many wept. 

TURNER CoLLINGE, Deacon. 
[We cannot insert more at present.-En.) 

"THE MILLSTONE HA:',GED ROUND 
THE NECK. 

A ministering kind broto1er sends us the 
following from Martin Luther: - "God, 
therefore, of His special !'iraee, at this day, 
covereth our glory with rnfarny, reproach, 
mortal hatred and cruel persecution, also 
with the coniempt and ingratitude even of 
those among whom we live, that we should 
not wax proud of the gifts of God in us. 
Tbis millstone must be hanged about our 
neck tuat we he not infected with that 
pestiient poison of vain-glory. Some there 
be or our side which love and reverence us for 
the ministry of the Word. but where there is 
one tuat reverenceth us, there be on the 
other side an hundred that hate and perse
cute us. Tuese spiteful dealings and perse
cutions of our enemies, this great con
tempt and ingratitude, tbis cruel a11;<1 privy 
hatred of tho,e among whom we hve, are 
such pleasant sights, and _make us so merry 
that we ea.silv for11;et vam-glory. Where
fore we rejoice in the Lord who Li our glory." 

INFIDELITY IN LANCASHIRE. 
The following has appeared as an adver

tisement in the Rochdale and Manchester 
papers:-"' Jewish Legends' nnrl Mnn
chester lnfldelity.-1 am prepared to main
tain in a public di,cussion, under proper re
gulations, and at a properly constituted public 
meetin11;, during the present month (April), 
the following proposition : ' That there are no 
",Jewish Legends" in the Holy Bible, but 
that it is Divine truth from beginning to 
end.' N, B. All replies must hear the full 
name and address of the writers, or they 
will be destroyed unread. The discussion
should it proceed-must he confined to resi
dents in Manchester and immediate district. 
-WILLIAM STOKES.-Rochdale, April 
7, 1877 ." We are informed that the cause 
of tuis advertisement is to be found in the 
very unscriptural sentiments recently avowed 
by Mr. William Birch, in the Manchester 
Free Trade Hall. 'ro this challenge Mr. 
Stokes has not yet rooeived any satisfactory 
reply. 

NOTTING-HILL-GATE.-Special ser
vices were held in Silver-street chapel, on 
April 3. Mr. J. S. Anderson preached a 
sermon full of sweetness and comfort. In the 
evening a public meeting in thechapel; Joseph 
Peters, Esq., presided; Mr. Box, of Soho, 
prayed. Mr. Short was the first to address 
the friends, and, to confirm the practical part 
of the same, handed over a donation to Mr. 
Edwards on behaU of the building fund. Mr. 
Anderson gave encouraging words of great 
weight and savour. W. Winters spoke on 
the pomegranates and new work of the pillars 
of the temple. Mr. Isaac Levinsohn's address 

,was warmly received. Mr. H. Myerson spoke 
kindly of Mr. Levinsohn, as his son in Gospel 
faith. Mr. Haydon desired the congregation 
to sing " Praise God from wuom all blessiags 
flow," &c. Mr. A. Hall, a warm-uearted 
young man, spoke, and the meeting closed. 
May the Lord send prosperity, is the 
prayer of 

W. WINTERS, 

PIMLICO.-We have renovated and re
paired Reuoboth chapel, Princes-row, near 
lfockingham Palace, and most affectionately 
ask our friends to come and help us, Tuesday, 
June 5. Mr.James Handtopreachatthree; 
tea at five; public meeting at half-past six, 
when we expect brethren Thomas !Stringer, 
C. W. Banks, W. Webb, R. Bardens, J. 
Hand, R. G. Edwards, U. Cornwell, J. 
Bonney, I. Levinsobn, and others, to speak 
ol "the house not made witll hands," and 
which will never need repairing. 

BROMLEY ROAD TABERNACLE.
Anniversary services, commemorative of 
the opening of the above place of worship, 
were held on Easter Monday. The pastor, 
B. B. Wale, preached in the afternoon; a 
public meeling was held in the evening; the 
<'hapel was full ; the pastor presided and there 
were present of ministerial brethren, Mes ·E. 

Perio't, Rowe, and Frith, and part of the 
time Mr. Usher, of Dacre-park. • 
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SUDBURY.-Anniversary services on 
•Good Prlday, at Ebenezer chapel. Good com
pRny RSSembled, with whom were brethren 
W. BeRch, E,q. Chelmsford; Houghton, 
Esq., l•pwicb; i. Bonney, E.<q., London; 
Mr. Whorlow, Harwich; and Mr. John 
Wheeler, London; who specially came to 
testify (not in word only) their love. to our 
Divine Master, and sympathy with this 
section of His Church, who, for the most 
part though poor, are graciously rich, and 
of a' Ppiritually-minded people. The after
•noon discourse was by J. Bonney of London, 
from ls•iah ii. 5, " 0 house of j acob, come 
·ye and let us walk in the light of the Lord." 
The preacher dwelt on the characters c~m
. prised in the address, and the nature Rnd im
port of the exhortation. Many sat down to 
an excellent tea. Thanks to the Martbas, 
and what would our causes do without them? 
Comfort, freedom, and cheerfulness pre
vailed. A J>Ublic meeting, presided over by 
W. B~acb, E~q., whose generosity to many 
,causes of truth have provoked abundant 
thanksgiving to bis and their blessed Master. 
A brother of Glemsford supplicated the Lord's 
blessing; his sweet and simple breathings 
showed be was no stranger to that Divine 
-exercise. The worthy chairman gave en
·couraging words, though it was apparent 
that painful Providences had brought him 
in lhe pathway of bis Master's woi:<1s, ".l;le
-cause I have said (or done) these thmga unto 
vou sorrow hath filled your heart." The 
addi!esses of brethren Whorlow, Houghton, 
and John Wheeler were spiritual, earnest, 
.and practical, and were listened to with 
pleasure and profit. To the self-denying 
labours of Mr. John Wheeler, of London, 
the successful edort to aid this cause is 
mainly due. The financial position of the 
·Church wa.s as follows: cost of chapel and 
-expenses, .£375; £200 of this was advanced 
on mortgRg-e by an ex-mayor of the town; 
£175 by Mr. Whorlow. The proposal put 
forth by the chairmRn was, to raise £200 
that evening, pay oft' the mortgage, put the 
-chapel in trust, as a place of ti·uth for ever; 
then borrow £100 from the Baptist Building 
Fund, renay \lr. Whorlow the £100 upon 
receipt o wnich he ver_v nobly proposed to 
give the balau~e-viz., £75. I think I bear 
some contemptuously say, that statement 
looks pretty but will these feeble Jew• get 
the £200? He, whose name is J ehovah-J ireh, 
be praised,- the £200 was raised. The 
-esteemed chairman gave £20 per cent.; a 
friend offered £50 if £150 was forthcoming. 
The worthy ex-mayor gave £10 per cent. 
A friend of the chairman, at Forest Gate, 
-contributed. The proceeds of a former 
meeting. and a very liberal._colle~tion melted 
thi• £200 mountain like snow before the sun ; 
a little remained. Additional kind help by 
friends Houghton, Wheeler, aud a warm
hearted member 01 the Church, brought up 
the rear. The honoured chairman, before a 
smiling audience, announced tbe thing wus 
done. We think it may be said both of 
speakers and hearers, they were of o~e heart 
and one soul. The hearty expressions of 
;gratitude testified the people highly appre-

ciated the kindness of their. friends, and 
were deeply sensible of the goodnel!S of their 
God and Father for such help after many 
years' strUl!'ll,'ling and prayerful existence as a 
Church. Now, 0 Lord,send, we pray Thee, 
spiritual r,rosperity. A CO-WORKER. 

THE STRICT BAPTIST FOREIGN 
MI.:!:SJONARY SOCIETY convened a 
special meeting of minioters and delegates 
from their several Churches, on the evening of 
April 6, in the Sunday School Union lecture 
hall, in order to make their work more gene
rally known. Mr. Woodard presided, and 
carried the conference through its business 
with gentl~manly tact and freedom. Messrs • 
G. W. Shepherd,J. S. Anderson, Usher,and 
others, supported the different resolutions 
with well-balanced argument•, and in a. good 
Christian spirit. Father Wm Flack, with 
venerable influence, laid the matter before 
the Lord. It was a successful effort. Iftbe 
Standard Churche.~would throw their wealth 
and wi<dom into the movement, the Strict 
Baptists in England might be extensively use
ful in sending the Gospel to distant lands. 
Surely it is high time that all these super
excellent Christian people threw their little 
crotchets to the winds, and come forth as an 
army terrible with banners, to cbey the final 
injunction of the Holy Lord and Master, 
who said to all His faithful disciples, "Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel 
to every creature," &c. 

BANGOR.-On Lord's-day evening, 
March 25, Mr. W. H. Bishop, pa.•tor of the 
English Baptist chapel, after delivering a 
very impres.•ive discoul"'e to an attentive 
audience, baptized one young man on pro
fession of hi, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are glad to find that there are several 
who are anxious to follow the Saviour and 
obey His commands. God !!'rant that this 
may be but the beginning of blessing-s which 
He intends to bestow on us as a little Clmrch. 
We ear11estly pray that we may yet see a 
large ingatbering of souls to Christ. 

KING'S CROSS. - Special services at 
Ebenezer on Good Friday. 11-Ir. Brindle 
preached encouraging sermon from the words, 
" Lo, the people shall dwell alone." After 
excellent tea, eame the public meeti_ng. W. 
Buckland, &q., presided, and spoke kind 
words. N. Oukey gave a !!'Ood key-note for 
the other speeches, by reflections on the 
word~, " If a man die shall he live again ? " 
A. J. Lewi• urged the que,tion, "What 
think ve of Chris:?" Mr. Rogers (one of 
the deacons) presented Pustor White with a 
purse:contoiniug £6, accompanied with sym
pathising words. M,·. White (who labours 

. ~ratuitously) expressed his feelings suitably. 
Mr. Nightingale spoke ably on the" Perso'!
ality of the Holy Ghost." W. Beddo'!' said 
"Christ died for us." Brethren Brmdle, 
Choat Houlton Mulley, and White brougbt 
up tb; rear of ~ large and delightful meet
ing. 
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KEN'TISH TOW N. - Special services, 
Sunday, March 25, and Good Friday, to com
memorate fourteenth anniversary of ministry 
of Mr. George Webb with the Church at 
Camden lecture hall, Kentish Town. Ser
mons were preached by pastor G. Webb, 
G. W. Shepherd, Griffith, and J. W. Styles. 
A large family took tea on Good Friday. 
Ministerial brethren came to wish happines.'I 
and prosperity to the cause. Mr. G. Webb 
made encouraging statement of the Lord's 
goodness to him during the time he had 
been connected with the Church. The 
Church is growing; the Sunday school is 
prO!'perous ; both are working well toge
ther. Brethren addressed the meeting upon 
the " Fruits of the Spirit : " Messrs. 
Woodard, Dearsly, Flack, Griffith, Meeres, 
a,nd W. Webb. Collections good. We are 
free from debt. It was the best anniversary 
we have bad. 

LINCOLNSHIRE.-" Theodocrat's Keen 
Eye" writes more than we can insert. His 
tour has .not much cheered him. Boston 
Churches are low, where truth is prear.hed. 
[We could assign some rell$0n.] Mr. Fi•h is 
not so succe!!Sful and happy as his best friends 
desire. Mr. Lill is perplexed to know where 
to find the right man. Swineshead :-We 
wish to see tlte pa.~tor. Burgh sh1>uld be 
healed. We would do our utmost. As to 
Sleaford seeing the learned and the leaders 
have ::n;de a visitation, it is hoped that sweet 
fruit of the Spirit-peace-will he proclaimed, 
and permanently enjoyed. No man has 
trodden out a ten years' pastorate more 
quietly than has W. Wilson of Billingboro'; 
he is a good man ; so is William Silopson of 
Newland Lincoln; but we wish he had a 
chapel that could be llfl:U, !ln~ a working 
missionarv co-pastor to aid b1m 10 the work. 
This countv of Lineoln is not very friendly or 
fruitful for· Baptists. 

SUFFOLK.-Our Churches in Stonham, 
Mendelsbam, with others, are not increasing. 
We are supplied by the brethren De~enham, 
Snell Mothersole and others, but neither our 
stated bishops n~r our earnest itinerants 
can raise the dead, or multiply the hearers. 
Why is it? [We not must not attempt an 
an~wer.J Jn a few years we b&_ve lost near 
forty members, and only ,ra10ed three. 
Does the Home Mission do nothing. Do the 
learned doctors make no effurt ? If the 
Churches bad some zealous members, some 
men of faith and fervent in prayer, they, 
by their united wrestling& with the Lord, 
would, with His blessing, see better days. 0, 
how we could open upon these sleepy hypers. 

WALTHAMSTOW.-Atour public ball, 
April 12 Mr. Concannon addrel!!!ed a monster 
mePting'on the question," Shall we go back 
to Rome ? " 'J'he Lecturer is a noble 
champion for the truth, but old EoJrland · 
has drank so much Romish laudanum, she is 
nearly fast asleep, and nothing but the 
terrors of Rome or the thunders of the 
Almig!Jty can awake her. 

CROYDON.-We have been favoured to 
hear Mr. Kempston, at Tamworth-road, 
several times. Our people gave him a three 
months' invite, with a view to the pastoral 
office; but be considers bis business engage
ments prevent his ~-q:eptance. Several 
Churches ha,•e thus invited him, but he can
not, as yet, see it clear to undertake the 
responsibilities of a pastor over any people. 

MA.TFIELD GREEN BRENCHLEY, 
KENT.-Our Good Friday meeting was 
crowned with success. Good preaching, 
good speeches, good hearing, good tea, good 
collections, near £127, paid off the debt 
for new ve~t_ry and improvements, leaving 
balanre of £00, which b11S been lent without 
interest for a few months, which we hope soon 
to raise. 

CHA THAM.-On Good Fri1a;t'. we had a 
tea meeting in Enon chapel, in Rid of Bene
volent Soeiety. W. Milbourne ga,·e us a 
•piritual and savoury address (after tea) 
from the words of oar Divine Lord, "It is 
more blessed to give than to receive." Two 
other brethren alsJ addressed the meeting. 
It was stated that God bad blessed the mes
sages carried to the sick rooms ol (at least) 
three individuals, who had lived an ungodly 
life up to the period of their being visited, 
who gave plea.sing and satisfactory evidence 
that they had "passed from death unto life," 
one of whom exclaimed before be died, 
" Jesus Christ is coming to fetch me." How 
it reminds one of the soul-cheering words 
of our dear, ever-living, ever-loving Lord,. 
" I will come again, and receive you unto 
Myself, that where I am there ye may be 
also." How precious the thought, it was 
most bles,ed for Jesus to give Himself-His 
blood, Hi, life-that His own dear body the 
Church, miE?hl receive life, eternal life, in 
and through Him, to whom, with the Father 
and Spirit, be glory everlasting. J. C. 

March 23, lea.belle. Fillane, wife of Mr. Ieaa.c 
Levinsohn, of a eon. 

IJamag.e. 
On Thursday, April 12, at the New Snrrey 

tabernacle, Miss Priscilla. Lynn, daughter or 
Mr. Tuomas Stringer, to Mr. Robt. Be~ford, or 
Woking, Surrey, by her fe.thor, assisted by 
Mr. C. Cornwell. 

Charlotte Powell, relict of William Oaleb 
Powell, Baptist minister of Reading, BerkR, 
fell a.sleep in J eeue, at Farnham, March 28, aged 
77 yea.re. 

In e.ffecttonato remembrance of Geo. Isbister, 
who departed this life, Jan. 18, at the Trinity 
Alme Houses, Mllo-<1nd-road, In the 81st year ol 
hie age. 

On April 22, Mary An11 Packer, relict of the 
la.to Elijah Packer, many years the beloved 
deacon and precent.or&t Crosby-row and Unicorn 
yard, In the 78th year or her age. 



i~t Qtroublt anb irabail of a £on! l} assing 
from ~taf g unto Jife. 

AS RELATED BY MR. GEORGE ELVEN. 

[Having been somewhat instrumental, we hope, in the Lord's hand, of 
Mr. Elven's going forth in the ministry of the Gospel, we feel 
much interested in the following solemn narrative.-Eo.] 

The public recognition of Mr. George Elven, as pastor of the Baptist chapel, 
West Ham, Essex, took place Tuesday, 15th of May, 1877. The afternoon service 
commenced at 3; Mr. C. W. Banks presided. After Mr. Phillips had given a 
hymn, Mr. T. Steed read suitable Scriptures, and implored the Divine blessing upon 
the service. C. W. Banks then called upon Mr. Elven to give an account of the 
work of God upon his soul, to which he replied as follows:-

DEAR SIR AND CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-While thinking of 
being recognised as pastor at West Ham, and hesitating 

whether I should consent to it, these words came to my mind-namely, 
"Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what He ha~ 
done for my soul." I trust, therefore, that I have the Lord's authority 
for this part of the service. In attempting to relate 

MY CALL BY GRACE, 

Its the Spirit may aRsist, it is but a brief account of the Lord's dealings 
with me that I shall be able to give in the slft>rt space of time allotted. 
I will proceed by saying that my father died when I was very young, 
at which time I was the subject of a disease in my body with which I 
had been afflicted from a child in arms, and which I had until over 
twenty years of age. It baffled the skill of all the medical men that 
had attended me for it. But this affliction was the means in the Lord's 
hands of bringing me to the place where He, by His Spirit, met with 
my soul. And when this obstinate disease had thus done its work, it 
was removed by very simple means, and I have never been troubled 
with it since. I was called by grace when abont 17 years of age. The 
Lord, by His Spirit, suddenly and powerfully sent the arrow of con
viction into my heart, and that without the use of religious means, for 
I bad not heen inside a place of worship prior to that time. When 
thus convicted, I was the subject of great distress of soul, and under 
fearful apprehension that God was about to enter into judgment with 
me, and that hell would be my portion, which led me most fervently to 
cry out, "What must I do to be saved?" as I then firmly believed 
that I must be saved by my own doings; and I began to do those things 
which I thought would appease the anger of God against me. Thus 
did I try to save my own soul. I willingly forsook my old sinful 
practices and companions, and did all •I could in order to be holy before 
God. I then sought a place of worship, and, as I thought that all w~o 
made a profession of religion were true Christians, I considered it 
immaterial what place of worship I attended; so I went to the Wesleyan 
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chapel, Long-lane, Bermoudsey, that being near my abode. But the 
preaching I heard there only added fetters to my bonds; for I entered 
that chapel in such distress that 1 could have given my body as a 
sacrifice for the sin of my soul ; indeed, I was willing to do or suffer 
anything to please that God whom I had offended, and to pacify my 
oonscience ; and in the preaching I heard there, I was told that the 
reason why I was not saved, was because I had not prayed enough; 
and had not been sufficiently persevering in keeping from sin and 
doing good ; that I had not paid proper attention to the things of 
God. This sent me home weeping more bitterly than ever, and made 
me strive more strenuously to keep from sin, and obey God's command
ments. Hence, when I arose in the morning, I made up my mind 
that I would live free from sin that day; but, alas! I detected sin upon 
sin. Finding I could not be holy that day, I tried the next, and day 
after day, but with the same result of failure; and so I went on from 
day to day, forming my resolutions, but found I could not abstain from 
sin. Then I bound myself with the most solemn oaths to God; and, 
with my bands clasped in secret, did I swear to Him, saying, " So help 
my God I will abstain from sin ! " This I repeated, but found my 
most solemn oaths to the Lord had no more effect in preserving me from 
s-in than my previous vows and resolutions. Then I felt my case to be 
worse than before, for I had now lost my hope of saving myself, being 
brought to a state of despair. I once had hope that by my obedience 
I could save my own soul; but now I knew by painful experience 
that I could not keep from sin, and I was still under the condemnation 
of a broken law in my conscience; and having no idea of a Saviour, or 
of God's way of salvation, I thought I must inevitably perish; that I 
was indeed A LOST SOUL, and should certainly go to bell. I feared, 
when I closed my eyes in sleep, that I should wake up in that dreadful 
place. 

HEARS DAVID DENHAM. 

Just at this juncture of time, the Lord was pleased to send a dear 
child of His to reside in the very same house in which I lived. This 
dear sister (I suppose perceiving something in me which led her to 
think I was concerned about my soul) spoke to me about Mr. Denham, 
who was then preaching at Unicorn-yard chapel, to which place I 
accompanied her .. When I heard that &'ood man, to my astonishment, 
he pointed out a drfferent way of salvation to what I had thought and 
beard for instead of telling me that I was to be saved by my doings, 
he p;inted poor sinners to JESUS CHRIST, as the only way of being 
saved. That CHRIST crucified, through the mercy of God, was the way 
of. salvation without the works of the creature. This caused me to 
change my cry; instead of asking what I must do to be saved, to say, 
"God be merciful to me a sinner, through Thy j,:!on JESUS CHRIST." 

In this state of mind I continued to attend Mr. Denham's ministry 
for some time. One Lord's-day, he took for his text those words of the 
Psalmist " I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of 
the Lord in the land of the !iring." This discourse was so blessed to 
me as to raise up a little hope in my soul, that I was now in the way, 
and that the Lord would come and save me, and encouraged me to look 
to Jesus, for I had now been brought to the place of stopping of 
mouths ; and firmly to believe that unless I were saved solely through 
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the precious blood and righteousness of the dear Redeemer, I must 
perish for ever. Soon after this, my mind sunk into a state of des
pondency and darkness again, so that I lost the little hope which I had 
received under Mr. Denham's sermon. I thought I had deceived my
self, and had taken that comfort which belonged to others, although the 
minister had described my experience better than I could have done 
even to the putting of my fingers in my ears, and running past me~ 
who were using bad language in the street, and to the black thumb
marks in my little Bible; but my heart was overwhelmed within me, 
from my fearing that I had thus deceived myself; and Satan stood at 
my right hand, to resist me, who told me I was not the kind of sinner 
God would save ; that it was presumption in me to think that I should 
ever be saved. These suggestions I bP,lieved ; my mind was filled with 
doubts and fears, that what I had before felt was not real, yet the Lord 
knew that I desired not to deceive myself, or to deceive others in this 
solemn matter. · 

While I was under the inflnence of these fears, Mr. Denham spoke 
from those words," Fear not, thou worm Jacob." This sermon was 
certainly for me. I then felt that my fears were groundless. I was 
again confirmned in what I had previously experienced, that it was of 
the Lord, so that I left all my misgivings in the pew, and rejoiced with 
a little joy, and was again enabled to hope in the Lord, that he would, 
in His own time, reveal His salvation to my soul. But, soon after this 
renewal of hope, I got into a cold, careleRs, and indifferent state of 
mind, in respect to Divine things, in which I remained some length of 
time, and in which I had to learn many a painful lesson; for, although 
I was then preserved from outward sin, still I had a very great develop
ment of my indwelling sin and corruption. I was, indeed, led to see 
that "in my flesh dwelt no good thing." This instruction I had line 
upon line, till I was personally convinced of the fact that "the heart 
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." Here I was 
permitted not only to doubt my interest in God's salvation, but to 
doubt the very being of that God, the reality of religion, and of the 
existence of the soul after death. 

Another dire temptation beset me in connection therewith, which 
was to doubt the Divinity of CHRIST. This was a source of the 
bitterest grief to me. To think that I should doubt the existence of 
the living God, and the Divinity of that blessed JESUS, upon whose 
finished work I had been helped to base my hope for the salvation of 
my soul ! Tears were my meat, I may say, day and night, while under 
this temptation. I considered I was worse than devils, for they con
fessed His Divinity readily. While suffering under these things in my 
mind, Mr. Denham was speaking of the demoniac among the tombs, 
when he said, " No man could tame him, but J esns tamed him; there
fore, JESUS must be more than man." He remarked that he just 
named this as some of God's children were tried on this point. From 
this I obtained some little relief ; still, it did not entirely remove the 
temptation. One day, while walking in the street, these words came 
suddenly and sweetly into my mind:-:-

" That Christ is God, I can avouch, 
And for His people cares ; 

For I have pmycd to Him as such, 
And He has heai·d my prayers." 
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By this the snare was broken, and I was entirely delivered therefrom, 
and I have never been allowed to doubt HiR Divinity since. I do bless 
my God that I was left to be the subject of that temptation, for, while 
under it, I was so led to search the Word, and to consider that important 
subject. I believe I was better grounded in the doctrine of the 
Divinity of CHRIST, than I should have been had I not been so tempted; 
All these things tended to humble me before God, and to make me 
loathe mysflf in my own sight, and make me cry out from my very 
soul, "Unclean, unclean, behold, I am vile," making me literally smite 
upon my breast with indignation, calling myself "a wretch," and to 
wonder that the Lord did not cut me down as a cumberer of the 
ground. . • ' 

I believe all this was to prepare me for the revelation of CHRIST, as 
a full Saviour fully to my soul. I believe it was the HOLY GHOST 
shining into my mind, to discover to me those hidden evils of my 
heart, and to prepare me for the manifestation of Christ as my All in 
all. By these things I was cast down exceedingly and greatly dis
tressed; still I could not help hoping sometimes that the tord would 
come and save me, that He would reveal His salvation to my soul, 
though, I think, no poor sinner could have felt more base than I did. 

THE LATE WILLIAM ALLEN. 
~<\.bout this time the Lord led me to hear the late WILLIAM ALLEN, 

of Stepney, who was preaching that evening at the Welsh chapel, in 
the city, when he took for his text that phrase in the Canticles-viz., 
"My love." He described who were the objects of the love of CHRIST, 
in which be spoke to my soul, or the Lord through him, for the word 
came not in word only, but in power, giving me the full assurance of 
faith, that I was an object of His love. This was astounding indeed 
to me, for when I considered what I was, what I had been, a vile and 
unprofitable sinner before Him, it seemed too much, too good; but the 
LORD by His SPIRIT, compelled me to believe it. In speaking the 
words again and again with power to my heart, I left the chapel, after 
the service, with my heart rejoicing, for the first time, in the full 
assurance of faith, of my interest in the love of CHRIST to me, and 
that He had saved me. The text followed me all the way home, and 
was spoken time after time to me by the Lord, whi.ch still increased my 
joy of soul; indeed, my joy was so great, I wa~ so completely absorbed 
in this blissful enjoyment, that I scarcely noticed a person all the way 
hom~; and when I got to my dwelling, I went upstairs, and fell upon 
my knees by my bedside to enjoy what I was then feeling. As I was 
in the sacred presence of my beloved LORD,_ and the wo~ds, " My love," 
still followed me up, and as they werP- contrnually apphed to my soul, 
I was enabled, yea, compelled, to do that which 1 could never do before 
-namely, to claim the LORD as mine, for as He said to my soul with 
power, "My love," ·1 then said, as though in echo, "My Lord and my 
God!" I could then claim Him as my GoD in CHRIST, as mine with 
all the perfections of His holy nature, and all the benefits of His 
mediation, all the offices He fulfils, and what He has done, is doing, 
and will do for them; all the fulness of grace in Him ; yea, as my 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctificati?n, a1_1d redemption, as being complete 
in Him, and so accepted of God m Him as the Beloved, that He was 
my Portion, my All in all; and the Lord kept pouring in His holy 
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unction into my sou!, that I received, rejoiced, and wept, and became 
so full of this heavenly joy, that I could hold no more. 

Then did I indeed experience what oar Lord said to His disciples 
that " your joy shall be full." My cap ran over. Then did I say 
with good old Simeon, "Now, Lord, lettest Thon Thy servant depart f~ 
peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." Ah! I look back upon 
that eventful period of my history, and say-

" Oh, what immortal joys I felt, 
And raptures all Divine, 

When Jesus told me I was HiP, 
And my Beloved mine." 

It was then that I could say in the greatest confidence, " I am my 
Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine;" and in this delightful frame I lay 
me down to sleep, feeling the fullest assurance that if I departed this 
life on that night, I should awake up in glory. Thus was I filled with 
the fulness of God, and never did I weep so much before or since that 
season, either for joy or sorrow, as I then did for joy. I say no more. 
This, then, is my call by grace. 

Mr. Elven having related his call by grace, his call to the ministry, and to the 
pastorate of West Ham Church, and a profession of his faith, C. W. Banks calle,l 
upon the membe1·s of the Church present to confirm their choice of the pastor by 
a show of hands. This being done, he asked Mr. Aball, deacon, to join hands with 
the pastor on behalf of the Church, when he solemnly pronounced their choice 
eonfirmed. It being five o'clock, Mr. Worthington's account of the Lor,l's 
dealings with the Church, from its origin until the present time, was postpone,l 
until the evening. A hymn being sung, Mr. Banks closed the afternoon service 
with prayer. 

(To be continued.) 

" I T I S AL L R I G H T ." 

DEAR MR. BA.NKS,-The Lord in His unerring wisdom and love 
has been pleased to take from our midst our late much-respected 

and highly-favoured sister, Miss Emily Pocock, after a comparatively 
short, though very painful, affliction. She entered into rest on Friday, 
the 27th April. 

Our deparded sister was a member of that portion of the Church 
of God, who meet for worship in the Surrey Tabernacle, for over 
thirty years, and was an honourable member to the time of her death. 
She was brought into the liberty of the everlasting Gospel through the 
instrumentality of our late beloved minister, M1·. Wells. Previous to 
her hearing him, she was like most of the royal family of heaven, 
content" with a name to live while dead," and boasted of her free-will 
ability and power to come to Christ at her pleasure. After having 
heard our late pastor, she was led by God the Holy Ghost to search 
the Scriptures; and to her astonishment and delight she found that the 
testimony of Jesus Christ and His holy prophets and apostles was in 
direct opposition to her preconceived notions, and felt before God, that 
what she had hitherto received as the Gospel, was but as "the chaff 
of the summer threshing-floor." Through the teaching of the_ Holy 
Ghost she was led to see the Divine and sacred ordinance of behevers' 
baptism, and· was led in the kind providence of God to cast in her 
lot with the people of Jehovah at the Surrey Tabernacle, and was one 
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of the very many who were fed by the everlasting truths of the 
Gospel as delivered through the power of the Holy Ghost by our late 
beloved pastor. In her experience of the things of God, she entered 
~nto th_e truth of the apostle's words, "_That if any man will li".e godly 
1i1 Christ Jesus, he shall suffe1· persecution." 

When the building fund was started for the erection of the present 
Surrey Tabernacle, she became an active collector and supporter of the 
same, which she continued until the debt was paid. In her daily walk 
and conversation she was much favoured, and was ever ready to speak a 
word of encouragement to the seeking and rast-down soul, and 
delighted in extolling a Triune-Jehovah in the eternal salvation of the 
Church of God. To her honour let it be said, that whenever the 
doors of the Surrey Tabernacle were opened for Divine worship, our 
dear departed sister was in her place. In her last illness she was much 
favoured, and when at the first the Lord laid His hand suddenly upon 
hre, before she got a satisfactory word from Him, her desire was 

" - to live passive in His bands, 
And know no will but His ; " 

And during her painful affliction (to the extolling of the grace, 
power, and faithfulness of Jehovah, let it be said) she was kept 
from the spirit of rebellion or repining, and entered sweetly 
into the blessedness described by the man of God when he snid, 
"Blessed is the man whose mind is stayed upon Thee," &c. Though 
suffering from that most painful of all diseases-" cancer "-such was 
the power of God in her soul, that on more than one occasion she 
said, " All I see around me is mercy and glory;" on another occasion 
she said," Though I am thus sorefy afflicted, I would not exchange 
positions with any one-it is all right." A.t·another time she said, "I 
have had such a view of the Person of the dear Saviour, and the glory 
and majesty of His kingdom, that I longed to go home; and yet, if it 
were the Lord's will, I should like to be spared a little longer, so that 
I might testify of His wondrous goodness and faithfulness." Towards 
the last, her sufferings were most intense, but she experimentally 
realised the fulfilment of that precious promise, "When thou passest 
through the waters," &c. 
· A short time before her death, she said, "It is light;" and when 
told by her friend and sister, Miss Gardener, that it was night, she said, 
"It is light; the shining way is my precious Jesus, my sweet Jesu~." 

Our kind sister and friend, Miss G., scarcely left her, and was with 
her when her ransomed soul left the poor mortal body and entered 
into that eternal rest and blessedness which the Lord has prepared for 
all the election of grace. 

She was interred at Nunhead cemetery, on Thursday, May 3rd, 
there to await a glorious resurrection. J. M. R. 

"IT is a happy thing that baptism is not the door of heaven; 
otherwise it bad been unhappy for millions who, dying in earliest 
infancy, never undergo that rite. They die unbaptized, but not, on 
that account, unsaved; for whoever dare hang God's mercy on an out
ward rite, we do not; and although we believe that this ordinance is, 
when engaged in with faith, an eminently blessed one, we dare not. 
Thousands go to heaven without baptism; thousands, alas! perish with 
it."-Dr. Guthrie. 
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ABRAHAM TRIED, TRUSTING, AND TRIUMPHANT. 
"And he called the name of that place Jehovah-Jireh." 

I T was a memorable place to Abraham, therefore he associated it with 
the Name dearest to him, and most expressive of the great de

liverance God wrought for him there. It may be, that he scarcely him
self comprehended the fulness of the meaning of the name by which he 
called the place, which had been to him the place of severe trial, the place 
of child-like trust, and the place of signal triumph. Yet, we are told, he 
saw there the Saviour's day, and it gave him joy-" he was glad." It 
was more than an ordinary trial to him, and became a dispensation of 
grace, while at the same time it affords to all ages following an example 
and encouragement for all who are tempted as Abraham was, to trust, 
and that they shall ultimately triumph. 

Isaac was his loved son-the child of promise ; for him he had 
waited anxiously, yet trustingly, during many years, till more than a 
hundred years of his life had ebbed away, and yet he staggered not at the 
promise of God through unbelief, being strong in faith, giving glory to 
God. And now having received the promise, and rejoiced with Sarah 
in the faithfulness of God, he is commanded to do what must have been 
a thing abhorrent to him as a man, and as a father, and inexplicable to 
him as a believer-even as the father of the faithful. Yet. he obeys-he 
gets himself to the place spoken of with his son-to the place of trial
the land of Moriah, there to await further instruction as to the particular 
mount on which be should meet God, and offer to Him his son, bis only 
son Isaac, for a burnt offering. Was ever furnace of trial hotter than 
this one? Surely not; yet in the strength of Jehovah the good man 
trusts and wavers not-he- confides in God, and repines not ; and when 
his beloved son enquires "Where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" 
the answer of the tried servant of the Lord is replete with holy resig
nation, " My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering;" 
as though he would say, "It is no affair of mine; I am but a passive in
strument in His hands ; I am nothing ; He is all ; all in His sove
reignty, He doeth as He will, and none can stay His band; all in His 
wisdom, truth, and faithfulness, love, and mercy to His poor children; 
nothing is too bard for Him; nothing can be wrong that comes forth 
from Him. We are here, my son, just to do and suffer His will and 
pleasure." Oh, the sublime picture presented here of a soul at one with 
God, and desiring only that He should take the brightest and 
best means of discovering Himself, even though it should be by the 
contrast of the thick darkness in which He dwdls, and the impenetrable 
mystery of His Divine providences. Faith is tried, but faith stands the 
test and eventually triumphs. While "the lad" is just about to be 
slain, the voice of the Lord arrests the arm of the slayer ; never was 
prohibition so sweet a sound to mortal ears, "Lay not thine hands upon 
the lad ;" never was commendation sweeter, "By this I know that thou 
fearest God, because thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only sou 
from Me." And Abraham called the place of bis great trial and triumph, 
"Jehovah-Jireh." 

How sweet a lesson it affords to us who have like precious faith with 
Abraham ! That wondrous Name, as ointment poured forth-Jehovah 
-I Am I.hat I Am ; He sees all our needs ; superintends all the mystery 
of means He has ordained for the supply of our needs ; He is the Great 
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Provider of all, from the £.rst to the last, from the foundation of the 
house to the tops tone, from the most important affair to the most minute, 
all are under His hand, 

"All shall come, and last, aud,cnd, 
As shall please our heavenly Friend." 

How sweetly the words of the Patriarch come hack upon 
our ears, "The Lord will provide Himself n lamb." And 
there ! Behold the Lamb of God caught in a thicket by His horns! 
Held fast by covenant engagements· and promises till the time appointed 
of the Father-till the fulness of the time was come-then, and not till 
then, does the Lamb of God appear as the ordained sacrifice. The ram 
was taken and slain instead of Isaac-Jesus was taken, and by wicked 
hands was crucified and slain in the stead of His Church ; and as Isaac 
was therefore unbound and set free, so is the Church delivered from the 
bonds of captivity, and rejoices in the freedom wherewith Christ has 
made her free. Some modern teachers appear to be quite satisfied to 
omit all this from their creed, and reject the doctrine of " blood for 
blood, " "life for life." There will, nevertheless, be amongst all sound 
Spirit-taught disciples a hearty recognition of the same ; and with all our 
hearts and souls we hope ever to magnify and extol the grace that has 
contrived the way, and the grace that has executed the work, and the 
grace that prepares our heart, and gives us real participation of good 
things present, and the certain expectation of good things to come :-

"Oh, to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily rm constrained to be." 

Such is the language of tried, trusting, and triumphing souls, who know 
Bis Name, Jehovah-Jireh, and are glad-for the want of a shelter-to 
seek this Rock, and trust under the shadow of Jehovah's wings, as did 
Ruth of old. Doubtless many of my readers find daily need of the 
Great Provider, both spiritually and tempor!l,lly. "He is faithfijl that 
promised, who also wi'll do it." The promise is in the Name, and the 
Name in the promise-as light is in the sun, and the sun is the light-as 
the sweetness is in the honey, and the honey is sweetness-as the energy is 
in the life, and life is the energy ; to sever the Name from the promise, or 
the promise from the Name, would be to rob Zion of her choicest por
tion, her most precious inheritance, her lasting and eternal heritage. 
But they can never be severed. 

W. TROTMAN. 
6, Pulross-road, Brixton, 

LrnES COMPOSED AFTER THE DEATH OF MY SON. 

RocK of Ages, shelter me,_ 
W'hile I pass o'er life's rough sea ; 
Let me every hour descry 
Thy protecting shadow nigh. 
So shall I press joyous home, 
Claim a seat before Thy throne. 
When mv sinking spirits fail, 
Send from heaven a favouring gale, 
Gale of pure inspiring breath, 
W afling me from things beneath ; 
Gale auspicious from Thy throne, 
Sacred Three I Eternal One ! 

When the night of death appears, 
Banish all my needless fearH ; 
Guide me ihrough its darksome way, 
Home to realms of endless day; 
Let me then Thy mercy prove, 
Feel the sovereign power of love. 
When the final trumpet sounds, 
When the archangel's voice resounds 
'l'hrough the earth, the air, and sky, 
Summoning the saints on high, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me safety find in Thee I 

T. J. MESSER, 
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FRO¥ THE DARKNESS OF JUDAISM TO THE LIGHT 
AND LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF MR. ISAAC LEVINSOHN, 
Now A PREACHER OF THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS. 

(Continued from page 151.) 

NOW four thousand years have gone long ago, and the last two thou
sand years have nearly gone. Where is the MESSIAH? I was very 

much struck with what he said, and asked him to tell me all he knew about 
this mystery of the Messiah. He then called to my mind the prophecies 
of Isaiah ( chap. liii. ), and many other passages referring to the 
Redeemer of Israel. 

I was very much interested with all he said. He then asked me to 
give him my address; but I refused, because I was afraid if he should 
visit me my Jewish friends would find out that I had friendsi1ip with a 
missionary. He then asked me if I would pay a visit to the Rev. H. 
A. Stern, Palestine-place, Cambridge-heath, and assured me that I would 
perfectly enjoy my conversation with Mr. Stern. I took his advice; 
but I promised that I would go on another day. He gave me Mr. 
Stern's address, and I determined to visit the rev. gentleman. 

The reader undoubtedly will remember the name of the Rev. H. A. 
Stern,* who suffered for Christ's sake many years. Four years and 
a-half he was imprisoned in Abyssinia, a martyr for the name of Christ. 
I visited Mr. Stern very early one morning, at about half-past eight 
o'clock. He opened the door to me, and asked me what my request was. 
I told him that a gentleman gave me his address, and asked me to visit 
him, which I promised to do. Mr. Stern then invited me into his study. 
After some time in conversation, I felt· deeply interested. The gentle
man whom I met in the church on previous occasions, came, and some 
others of Mr. Stem's friends. They all seemed to be very good people. 
Mr. Stern then requested a chapter to be read from the Bible; and I 
was very much affected by the e_arnestness, good and kind manners of 
Mr. Stern. But before the chapter was read, Mr. Stern and all the 
others knelt down; but I did not do so; for I did not think that it was 
the right way to pray ; especially it is against the Jewish customs of 
prayer. The prayer Mr. Stern offered was in the German language, and 
I was very much excited by it, because he first addressed himself to the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Jacob; and expressed in the prayer the 

. sinfulness of the human heart, and also that it is impossible for any man 
to please God, and gain favour in His sight, unless it is through the only 
Way, that of Him who said, "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life I" 

When the prayer was finished, I could almost repeat the whole of it 
by heart; the Bible then was opened, and several passages were read, 
and Mr. Stern made a few observations, which made a very deep im
pression on my mind. After the Bible was read, all present again knelt 
down, and Mr. Stern again engaged in prayer and thanksgiving. My 
mind.. was much confused; I never witnessed such a thing. Looking at 

"' I have very much pleasure in having the opportunity of mentioning the 
name of Mr. Stel'Il, for I love him for Ch1·ist's sake, the Gospel's s~e, and true 
humanity's sake-a man upon whom the light of tho Sun of Rightcousne~s con
tinually 1·ests, a man eminent for his piety, zeal, devotion, and lo"l"e to Christ and 
the cause of Christ. 

N" 
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Mr. Stern, and the very eamest and pious expre1,1sion of his face I looked 
upon him ~ith reverence, just as if I should _look upon. a great prophet, 
even as EhJah. I began to feel a very peculiar attraction towards him, 
in fact,, I wished he was a friend of mine, and should like to be his son ~ 
for I must confess, ever since I began to think of religion, and having mixed 
~ith pious people, nearly the whole of my life, yet, as a Jew, and. also 
smce by God's grace I became a Christian, I never saw one whose life 
proved more Christ-like than Mr. Stern. Oh! if all Christians lived 
such lives the world could not help seeing the grand lights and the 
glorious reflections that the Christians have from the Sun of Righteous
ness, and would glorify God by the Christians' example. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

VISITS to Mr. Stern Repeated-He Removes from His Jewish Friends, but 
Finds They Had Taken His Clothes, ,tc.-Passes Through Severe Mental and 
Spiritual Conflicts-Could Not Give Up the Synagogue, &c. 

I visited Mr . .Stern several times; my Jewish friends found 
it out, and persecuted 1r.e for doing so. They made me promise 
that I would never go to see Mr. Stern, but I said, ''..I can 
see no harm in doing so, for I could not help admiring the ways of the 
good man." When I found that my friends were so severe with me, I 
went and told Mr. Stern all about it, and he said that if I wanted to 
become an inquirer of the truth he would be very glad, and willing to 
help me; he offered to supply me with a good lodging. I could not 
make up my mind for anything, but, however, I took Mr. Stem's advice. 
He sent a young man to find apartments for me. I then went to the 
lodging where I lived among my Jewish friends, and informed them 
that I wanted to change my residence, and when I looked into my box, 
I found that all my clothes were not in; and when I made inquiry, the 
landlady informed me that she had pawned my clothes because she was 
obliged to pay for a bill; and as she found my clothes new and good, it 
would answer the purpose, and she promised that she would redeem 
them for me again whe11ever she could afford to do so. I then went to 
Mr. Stem again, and informed him all about it. He said, "Never 
mind! the Lord will give you what you need." 

I then had a rule to visit Mr. Stern every morning for one hour, to 
study the Bible with him. Althongh I was very interested in the 
inetructions that I received from Mr. Stern day by day, yet I did ·not 
feel that I could go on in the practices of his, as keeping Sunday as the· 
Sabbath, and also giving up going to the synagogue every day, and not 
to pray with my phylacteries, &c. I felt very much confused, for I had 
not then belie,ed in Christianity ; yet I said, "I feel that someth~ng 
extraordinary would happen ; " and I was fully persuaded that J uda1sm 
was the only true religion, and no other. 

Several days passed. I was greatly perplexed, low spirited, and 
melancholy. I could hardly eat anything for some time. I had a great 
deal of correspondence with my father, which I propose to publish with 
the rest of my manuscripts; and I truly hope and pray that it may not 
only be of interest to the reader, but be made an abundant blessing; 
and if any of the readers should be blessed I shall never regret that I 
took my pen in hand to write this experience of mine. I wrote my 
father the following letter:-
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BELOVED F.A.THER,-Since I wrote to you last I have very much 
and extraordinary news to tell you. You know, my dear father, how I 
long to do good, and merit salvation for my soul, and be saved from 
Gehenna (hell). I feel that I could do anything in my power-suffer 
even as Job; but Oh I if I could find salvation through all this. You 
often used to tell me, beloved father, that if I observe the law, Oral and 
written, with all the Taryag Mizvess ( 613 precepts), I will gain salvation, 
and go to heaven. Now, my dear father, a thought just passes my mind 
-namely, if God requires of us to observe all this, why did He not 
require this of our nation of old. They had the magnificent temple and 
the holy articles therein, and when a brotper of our nation sinned, he 

.. was commanded to bring a sin-offering, which was killed, its blood shed, 
'&c. I cannot understand, my dear father, what all this meant, if 613 
precepts are sufficient. Certainly, my dear father, our nation, since the 
Babylonian captivity, has fallen very much ; things that had been 
revealed unto our fathers have been taken away from us, and we are 
left in the dark; but I suppose, my beloved father, our God-Jehovah is 
a Sovereign-He docth according to His own pleasure. 

Dear father, 1 would also inform you something which will surprise 
you. The other day I went for a walk, and S3W a chnrch where 
Christians worship God. I was startled when I peeped in and saw that 
the church had no pictnres, no graven images; it put me in mind of 
our synagogue, it looked-nearly the same, with the only exception that 
the building has a different shape and style to what our synagogues are 
built. I could not see any ark nor vail; but, however, the simplicity 
of the worshippers interested me very much. I would also inform you, 
dear father, that I met a man who knows the holy language (Hebrew), 
and spoke to me in it, and also in the German language. He spoke 
about the Bible and the expectation of Israel. Indeed, my dear father, 
my heart was almost melted when he spoke to me _ about these holy 
things, and could not help admiring the man for his kindness. He also 
spoke about the sacrifices of our ancestors, and informed me very plainly 
that the sacrifices were only shadows of good things" to come. But, 
however, dear father I am perfectly satisfied with our good old Bible, 
although most things are almost obscure to my mind ; but I suppose as 
we are finite beings, and God being an infinite Being, it is not meet 
that we should understand His ways; and besides we read, ":My ways 
are not your ways; neither My thoughts your thoughts." I will not 
trouble you, dear father, in writing much more in this letter; but I will. 
write another letter in a day or two. One thing I wish to call yom 
attention to, my dear father, is to the twenty-second chapter of the first 
book of Moses (Genesis), where Abraham said to Isaac, "My son, God 
will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering." To me it seems a 
mystery; and I should very much like you, dear father, to give me a 
little light upon that. I hope to hear from you soon. Give my best 
affectionate love to my beloved mother. May she live long ! And to 
all at home. Pray, pray, pray for me! 

I remain, beloved father, 
Your ever-affectionate son, 

lsAAC LEVINSOHN. 

London, December, 1871. 
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CHAPTER XVIII.* 

RECEIVES Another Letter from His Father-Wherein He Cautions Him 
Against All Apostates. So-called-The Answer He Returns to His Father-Wherein 
He Expresses His Wann Affection for Rev. H. A. Stern-Interviews with that 
Gent.leman-Is Drav.-n to Prayer in Victoria-park-Is Strongly Tempted to Return 
to the Jews. . 

The following letter I received from my beloved father:-
To my well-beloved son, Isaac; may he live in peace and happiness. 
1\i[y BELOVED SoN,-It gave me very much pleasure when I read 

your letters. I am very thankful to our God for His mercies and 
goodness. Praise His Name and bless Him for His lovingkindness 
which is much better than life. I am sure, my beloved son, since yo~ 
left us we continually pray for you,. and now I am persuaded that our 
God who never slumbers nor sleeps, but who is long-suffering, most 
merciful, &c., has heard our continun.l prayers, and brought you to a 
land of freedom. I am also very thankful, my dear child, that vou 
have obser,ed the ceremonies of the services in connection with "the 
great day of atonement, and may your transgressions be pardoned 
through the blood of the atonement you made. I would also express 
my gratitude to find you still in an inquiring state. Surely, my son 
we cannot do better than inquire continually in the truth of the most 
Holy Book, the Bible. 

I would just make mention to you, my beloved son, I would earnestly 
caution yon against false teaching. Remember the sweet Psalmist who 
beautifully says, "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel 
of the ungodly," &c. Be careful not to be in the company of any such. 
There may be some people who may call themselves -religious. I · hear 
that in England are to be found people who call themselves real Jews, 
but, alas ! they are real mesh111nadim. t They profess to believe in the 
same Bible we have; but Oh! how can they believe in the Bible and 
not be Jews like ourselves? My dear Isaac, I need not ask you much 
to keep away from such people. I know you will be too glad to have 
nothing to do with them. I pray that you may be continually in the 
fear of the Lord. which is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge. 
" My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of 

* EDITOR'S NOTE. 

We have now entered upon the most vital and deeply-essential part of this 
narrative. We, in silent heart-breathings, pray our Lord God, by His Spirit, to 
sanctify the testimony to the good of many precious souls ; and as earnestly do we 
beseech the Lord to preserve our young brother from every evil. from every error, 
and to make him a great blessing unto our Churches, unto his b1·ethren the Jews, 
and to the ingathering of redeemed souls to Christ, our Redeemer. We have had 
continual private i?terviews with him. _Before a heart-searching God we• can 
declare every interVIew we have had has mcreased our confidence, confirmed our 
hope, and fired our spiritual affection and Christian love ~or him. We believe his soul 
was quickened into.spiritual life long before he left his fat.her's house; hungering 
and thirsting after a knowledge of his soul's salvati~n. followe~ ; that one thing 
alone drew him on through dangers dreadful, and desparnng conflicts; but He that 
begun the good work in him has continued it, and will perform it unto the day of Jesus 
Christ. That the Lord should lead him to see the Strict Baptists to be the most 
consistent with Divine revelation, and to be.come one of us, demands our grateful 
praise. NOT to gratify the mere critic, NOT to please disputers, but to te instm• 
mental in comforting the seeking seed of God's Israel, he gave his testimony 
at oru· meeting. 

t Apostates or impostors. 
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thy mother; for they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, 
and chains about thy neck." 

My beloved son, " If sinners ( or meshamadim) entice thee, consent 
thou not. If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us 
lurk privily for the innocent without cause: let us swallow them up 
alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: we 
shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: 
cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse." My beloved son, 
"walk not thou in the way with them ; refrain thy foot from their path; 
for their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood" (Pr9v. i.). I 
sincerely trust, my beloved child, that you will pray continually for me 
and your beloved mother, sisters, and brothers. All our friends send 
their best and warmest love, hoping yon may soon return home; and if 
not, you may become very great in England. 

. Every bleijsing and peace be with yon. I remain, my dear son, 
your ever-affectionate father, LION LEVINSOH..."'f. 

Kovno. 

The answer which I wrote to my dear father was as follows:
To my beloved father. 
MY BELOVED FATHER,-As I read your Jast letter my heart was 

overwhelmed with joy, for I am certain that, by God's help, I will 
practice and fully exercise the fatherly advice you have given me. Yon 
may depend upon this, my beloved father, that however far I may be 
away from yon, yet you are always in my heart and mind. The advice 
you give me is more precious to me than gold; and whenever I write to 
you asking you Bible questions, &c., I am sure, dear father, you will 
answer me as you did when I was at home; for I do not care to ask 
strangers, in case they may misinform me, partly through ignorance, 
and partly through mere misguiding a youth; but when I ask you I 
always think of your wisdom, noble discretion, and true and holy piety, and 
feel certain, beloved father, that an angel from heaven could not advise 
me better than you can. 

My dear father, many things I have to inform you, but as my mind 
and heart is too full with the news I wish to tell you of, I feel I 
cannot express my thoughts on paper; yet I must try. 

I have made acquaintance with a gentleman who is a Jew by birth, 
&c., who is called amo1ig the among the people in London, the Rev. H. 
A. Stern. I suppose it means, "Rabbi H. A. Stern." I must confess 
that the several conversations I have had with him were very instructive 
to me; for he knows the Bible almost by heart, and he is pertectly well 
learned in the holy Talmud. If I quote the name of any of our great 
Rabbis in the Gamarah, he knows all about them. I find that he is .i 

very earnest, God-fearing man; in fact, my dear father, I do not think 
that our Jewish nation has many such good and pious men as Rev. or 
Rabbi Stern, who resides in Palestine-place, Cambridge-heath, London. 
If you only saw him, you could not help liking him, especially if you had 
spoken t~ him. I must also say that whatever _!le teaches i_t sei:ms to 
be very simple and sound; but, at the same time, 1 do not admire 1nm for 
several reasons :-Because he does not go to any synagogue for to pray. 
He never wears any phylacteries. He does not observe any of the 
Taryag Mi'zvess(613 precepts). 
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Of what I can learn he believes is this:-that the great Messiah of 
Israel has already come, in the time when our fatherland, the most holy city 
Jerusalem, possessed its grandeur, the second temple; and that the Messiah 
has obeyed the -whole of the holy law of Moses, and glorified the law; 
and through Bis obedience men are saved; yea, much more, dear father; 
he also believes that the Messiah was murdered, and His blood that was 
shed was efficacious to cleanse from sin ; and His death is an atonement 
for sin ; and now Rabbi Stern says that man has nothing to do but 
believe and be saved. My dear father, if you permit me to express my 
humble opinion, I would beg to say, that, according to the teaching of 
Rabbi Stern, and comparing his teaching to the Bible, it corresponds; 
but, my beloved father, I only wait for your opinion, as I would not 
enjoy mine, for I may be wrong. Knowing your sound judgment, I 
am ready to accept all advice and explanation of the Bible. One thing 
more, dear father, I -would inform you of the kindness of Rabbi Stern. 
When he found that I resided among very poor people-which you 
1..-now, dear father, I am not used to from home-he offered to help me, 
and pay my rent at another place, on which I gladly availed myself; for 
I know it cannot do me any harm; and Rabbi Stern also gives me 
other presents very often, which are very useful to me, and I am very 
thankful the house that I live in is a Christian house. But, my dear 
father, I have put a mzazah on the door-post, and have my phylacteries 
always, so I suppose that it is not against the law. I also generally try 
and go to synagogue, and always endeavour to observe the 613 precepts. 
Farewell, my beloved father ; the Lord God of our fathers bless you 
abundantly. 

I remain, your ever-affectionate son, 
lSAAO LEVINSOHN. 

London, September, 1871. 

As I kept on my correspondence with my dear father, I still con
tinued my visits to Mr. Stern. One morning I was in a v~ry melanc~10ly 
spirit when I visited Mr. Stern, and when engaged readmg the Bible, 
Mr. Stern asked the simple question, "What is the hope of the Jew?" 
and then explained the hope of the Christian. .And those several 
sentences spoken have found an abiding-place in my heart. I tried to 
forget, but could not. When I left Mr. Stern on th_at morning, I took 
a walk to Victoria-park, and sat down in a very qmet place, when my 
heart was overwhelmed with anxiety as to what to do to be saved; and, 
quite unconscious of my deeds, I t_hrew off my hat, and knelt down _and 
prayed unto God to give me true light, that I may understand the Bible; 
but unfortunately to me, at that time more and more darkness seemed 
to ~nter my soul. I thought then perhaps it was havi~g anything to 
do with Mr. Stern. I went and told Mr. Stern that I did not feel well, 
and expressed to him my true state; and that I felt inclined to go a_way 
again to my Jewish brethren; but Mr. Stern persuaded me to contmue 
to study the Bible, and said that God would be merciful unto me at last. 
But, however, after being with Mr. Stern some time, I found myself 
having more anxiety than ever, I really thought that I was very near 
mad. 

.(To be continued.) 
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THE LATE JOHN NEWTON PERRETT, 
A GOSPEL MINISTER. 

My DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-You will rejoice to bear of the 
happy departure of our old and venerable brother John Newton 

Perrett, who hat1 for many years been known as an itinerant preacher. Our 
brother was born in sin near Newton Abbot, Devonshire, in the year 
1807. He lived a stranger to himself and God for many years. Paul, 
by the Holy Ghost, gives a correct likeness of his character in Ephes.: 
"Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience, among whom also we all had 
our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others; but God, who is rich in mercy, for His great 
love wherewith He loved us," &c. This was the turning point in our 
brother's history. God, in His sovereignty, was pleased to convince him 
of sin, righteousness, and jadgment to come. This made him to tremble 
and to wish he had never had a being. His cry from deep necessity was, 
"Save, Lord, or I perish!" "God be merciful to me a sinner!'' " What 
must I do to be saved? " 

" Where shall I go, or whither flee, 
To escape the vengeance due to me?" 

He acknowledged his guilt before a heart-searching God; he became a 
personal transgressor in his own estimation, and he wanted a personal 
realisation of the Lord and Saviour J esns Christ. His distress for some years 
was very great, known only to those who have been in a similar position. 
But God was preparing him for a great deliverance; the Holy Ghost was 
pleased not only to kill, but to make alive; not only to strip, bat to 
clothe with a change of raiment; not only to-bring down, but graciously 
to exalt. God, in tender compassion, was pleased to break open the 
prison door, and say," Deliver him from going down into the pit, I have 
found a ransom.'' When this took place he was filled with holy peace 
and heavenly joy, so that he could positively say with holy Paul, "I 
knew a man in Christ, whether in the body or out of the body I cannot 
tell, God knoweth." He could now sing with ecstacy and pleasing 
delight,-

"Now, free from sin, I walk at large, 
My Saviour's blood is my discharge ; 
At His dear feet content I lay, 
A sinne1· saved, and homage pay. 

' Alleluia I " 

At this time the ordinance of believers' baptism was solemnly laid 
upon his mind; God was pleased to shew him ·that it was a Scriptural 
ordinance; and H~ says, "'l'hem that honour Me I will honour.'' "If 
y_e love Me, keep My commandments.'' He offered himself as a candi
date for baptism, bore his testimony before the Church, and the Chnrc!1 
unitedly said, " Come in, thou blessed of the Lord." Consequently h_1s 
dear partner, with himself, and a brother by the name of Edward Harns, 
now an honourable deacon at Hill-street, Dorset-square, L~ndon, '!ere 
baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, m th~ nver 
at Newton Abbot, Devonshire, in the year of our Lord, 1884, Apnl 5th, 
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by that worthy minister of Christ, Mr. Cross. After this our brother 
came up to the great city to seek employment as a carpenter. God was 
graciously pleased to send him hither and thither .to preach the Gospel 
of salvation to other poor perishing sinners, and in this he was honest, 
for he preached the same Gospel to others that, the Holy Ghost preached 
into his own soul. Brother Perrett knew nothing of another Gospel; he 
was plain, outspoken, no trifler, a consistent member of Christ's nuptial 
mystical body; so he lived, so he died ; he stood his ground, he exalted 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified; he has run his race, he has got his reward, 
which is a crown of glory that fadeth not away. · He has gone home, 
the battle is over for ;ever, he has done with sin and the poor corrupt 
body ; no more temptations, no more conflicts, no more tears of sorrow, 
no more attacks from earth or hell. 

" He is with Jesus glorified, 
Absorbed in covenant love." 

He was laid aside ~nly nine or ten days. The writer visited him during 
his illness, and found him calm and composed; he well knew whom he 
had believed~ and that his best Friend never varied, " the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever." 

On one occasion his poor mind appeared almost gone. We earnestly 
begg-ed of the dear Lord to restore him onr.e more, so as to be enabled to 
raise one more stone to the honour of his God. The dear Lord graciously 
heard and answered our prayer; be came to, called his dear wife and 
daughters, kissed them, and said," Now I am going to Jesus!" Thus 
dear John Newton Perrett lived in the faith of God's elect, and here he 
fell asleep in the arms of his liviog and loving Lord. We committed 
all that was mortal to the silent tomb in " sure and certain hope of a 
glorious resurrection through the blood and righteousness of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." "Mark the perfect man and behold the upright, for the 
end of that man is peace." 

We made a few appropriate remarks at the grave. Brother White 
gave out that blessed hymn,-

" 'Tis finished, 'tis done, the spirit is fled." 

We sang a portion of it, and bid our brother a final adieu. He has left 
a dear widow, seventy-two years of age, to lament his loss; but her loss 
is his gain. 

" 'Tis to the praiBe of grace we sing, 
Though of a dying saint we tell." 

And now, my fellow-sinner, what do you think of a saint? We have 
followed him through his earthly pilgrimage. Have you a hope in the 
same God? have yon been born again by the Holy Gho!lt? is there a cry 
in thy soul, What must I do to be saved? If not, you are out of the 
secret, and living and dying where Adam left thee, hell fire will be thy 
portion. God in mercy save thee from the wrath to come, for Christ 
Jesus' sake. 

A living witness of these truths, 
E. BEAZLEY, 

"HE blessed His disciples, and thereby left a blessing upon earth with 
them for all his elect unto the end of the world."-Goodwm's .Marrow. 
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SKETCH OF THE LATE ,JAMES WELLS. 
CHAPTER I.-VINCE1' VERI1'A.S. 

IN this year of our Lord, 1877, we live amidst exceedingly strange 
surroundings-surroundings of a most sing-ular and thought

inducing character. In no former period of the history of our island 
home, that I am aware of, has there been a greater stir made about 
religious matters than is now transpi_ring. Bnt if I have net read 
ecclesiastical history wrongly, never was there less God-honouring, Christ
exalting truth promulgated by the ministers of the various sects. In 
every part of Great Britain (and we have visited almost all its cities and 
towns) the misleading, bewildering voice of error is now frequently heard; 
and very many thousands of those who profess to be followers of the 
self-ahnegating Man of Nazareth seem to be drifting rapidly away from 
the old landmarks, and are manifesting a desire to substitute for those 
grand doctrines Christ and His apostles proclaimed, the wildest and most 
misleading dogmas-dogmas their predecessors in the distant past would 
not have entertained for a single moment. 

The days in which those hero-Christians lived and laboured were, after 
all, golden days compared with those in which we now live; for now, in 
almost every part of our fatherland, truth, if I may speak metaphorically, 
lies by the wayside, like the wounded traveller who went from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, and fell among the marauders of the mountains, bleeding 
and half-dead. Error, in its protean modifications, every where lifts up 
its repulsive form, and it is daily misleading and blighting the people. 

All over the island doctrines are taught by ministers connected with 
the different sects, which have little or no affinity with those glorious 
truths the apostles promulgated, especially that illustrious man who went 
from Jerusalem all round about to lllyricUID, fully proclaiming, with a 
hourly-intensified love, and a constantly growing zeal, the whole Gospel 
of Christ (Rom. xv. 19). Paul tauglit the people, and so also did his 
contemporary labourers, that salvation, from its commencement in the 
soul of the believer, on and on to its consummation in heaven, is 
altogether of the Lord. That in this great and glorious work He who 
proclaimed Himself to the beloved disciplA when he was " in the isle 
called Patmos,'' to be "Alpha and Omega, Beginning and End," is the 
great, the only Operator. Shades of Paul, of Peter, of' John, and Jude, 
of martyrs and conf'essors! what would ye say, if ye were on earth now, of' 
the generality of the preaching of the present day? . 

Our attention has been frequently called to those churches and chapels 
in which downright error is taught, and we find them generally filled 
with admiring hearers, whilst those places where trnth is enunciated 
present to the eye a beggarly array of empty benches. Are not numbers, 
some have asked, one sign of prosperity? To that interrogatory we 
unhesitatingly answer, NO! Truth has never through the ages been 
loved and cherished by the multitude. If numerical strength is an 
unmistakable sign of real prosperity then the greatest amount of that 
desirable thing belongs to the Roman and the Greek Churches, for as 
regards numbers they cast all the rest into the shades. We look around 
us, as we pass along life's rugged, thorn-bestrewed highways, and we 
observe that those places of worship belonging to the sects who tolerate 
error are not only generally well-attended, but that their ministers can 
generally command good stipends, the churches and chapels in which 
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they preach are richly ornate, and the physical organism of many of 
these "oily men of God" bears unmistakable marks of good living and 
little exhausting toil; whereas in those places where the old Gospel is 
proclaimed, the attendance is not only comparatively small, but many of 
their ministers are s? ill-paid that they scarcely can make ends meet, 
and haYe to groan dally beneath a crushing load of poverty and care. 

Well, are the men we have referred to first the most favoured by 
heaven? We think not. A good deal of the prosperity marking the 
places first mentioned is unreal, and of too many of those causes which 
stand high in the scale of so-called prosperity it may be said, without a 
breach of Christian charity,-

" They're jogging on towards Rome, boys, 
They're jogging on towards Rome." 

The signs of the times are truly portentous and startling. On all hands 
we find that the sensational in religious worship is preferred before the 
solid and substantial, and that useless forms and ceremonies, altars and 
incense, lights and millinery, :flowers and fripperies, music and muslin, 
seem to engross the attention and awaken pleasurable emotions in the 
hearts of the people, far more than those sweetly-attractive and power
fully-influential truths which helped our forefathers on their way to the 
leal abode of purity and song, and in defence of which they willingly 
laid down their li.es. _ 

In undertaking to sketch the life and character ofthat bold champion 
of the truth, our late beloved friend and brother in the cause of religion 
and temperance, James Wells, we know we have a difficult work to 
perform, but, God helping us, it shall be done. 

Our late brother and friend had to commence his ministerial career 
in connection with surroundings calculated to depress the mind of any 
man, no matter how massive his intellect, or how deep-toned his piety. 
Having confidence, however, in the old well-known aphorism, "magna 
r:st veritas et prmva"lebit," heaven-directed, and heaven-supported, he 
ventured, at the call of his great Master, into the field of conflict, con
tended manfully for the truth, vigorously antagonised with its opponents, 
and won his way up to that honourable position he so long maintained. 

"Fearless he was, and scorning all disguise, 
What he dared do or think, tho' men did start, 
He spoke;"-

and his efforts were not in vain in the Lord. No one who heard him 
addressing public audiences at the beginning of his public life ever 
dreamt of his occupying so lofty a position in London as that which he 
subsequently gained. He certainly did not reach that position by the 
extreme richness of eloquence, or by the witchery of :finished oratory; 
for though he was, to a certain extent, somewhat eloquent, no one who 
rightly understands what real oratorical power is, will feel dispos~d to 
designate him a :finished orator. His exceeding quaintness, courageous
ness, and tenacious grip of truth, and the Divine unction which often 
accompanied his pulpit utterances, formed the secret of his great 
influence over the minds and hearts of those who hung upon his lips. 
Had he possessed oratorical powers equal to some men we know, there 
is no telling what height he might not have reached in public estimation. 
His style of preaching was peculiarly his own, copyist he was not, and 
never could have been. 

(To be continued.) 
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"MY PRAYER." 

IN adoration, Lord, to Thee, 
·1 bow my weak and feeble knee, 
To thank Thee, Lord, for all the good 
Thou hast bestowed of Thy rich food. 

My soul Thou'st fed with Bread of Life, 
Has kept me from all grief and strife ; 
And from all fear, all pain within, 
And loved me; though I'm nought but sin. 

I lean on Thee, Thou Lord of all, 
Into Thy open arms I fall ; 
Oh, keep me God of grace and .Jove, 
And fit me for Thy home above. 

Let me not wander far from Thee, 
Make me what Thou would'st have me be; 
Keep my hea1t pure ; Oh, let Thy grace 
Be guidix).g me in every place. 

Make me to live that so I may 
Be ready on that auapicious day 
To take the cross, and follow where 
All crosses are made crowns-up there. 

Oh, let not sin arrest me oft, 
But let my mind soar up aloft 
Where Thy redeemed bright seraphsrest, 
Up in the mansions of the blest. 

Give me to know, Lord, ere I die, 
Thou'st chosen me as one of Thy 
Forgiven, loved, and cherished few, 
And every hope and joy renew. 

Then shall I sing of mercies given, 
In patience wait the bliss of heaven ; 
And yearn to leave this form of clay, 
To join the hosts in- bright array. 

GRANDCH[LD OF THE LATE REV. W. BIDDER. 
Yeovil, Sept. 10, 1876. 

"HE KNEW NO SIN." 

HE knew no sin I Christ ·knew no sin I 
He was all righteousness within ; 
He was the glorioua heaven-born Son, 
The gracious Lord, the Holy One. 

He knew no sin, no guile was found, 
In Him there was no murmuring sound ; 
Father, forgive them, was His cry, 
Before He ascended up on high. 

He knew no sin while here on earth, 
Although a sinner gave Him birth ; 
The incarnate God ! His Father gave 
Him power to ransom and to save. 

He knew no sin! clear Lamb of God t 
Much sorrow knew and kissed the rod, 
And bore our sins upon the tree, 
Did Christ the Lorcl to set us free. 

'.CHE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

WE have an elaborate Essay for 
ministe1·s on " Preaching to Sinners," 
from the pen of Mr. Henry G. Dallimore. 
We would inse1t it, but it is so extremely 
lengthy. Its arguments are poweiful, 
and, if possible, shall appear. When it is 
clear that multitudes have been "called" 
by ministers of every Evangelical sect, 
it appears difficult for men to map 011t 
the line in which preachers must travel. 
Canon Ryle puts Toplady and Fletcher 
side by side ; they were both eminently 
useful men, but wide as the poles in 
-some points. David's desire and deter
mination express the genius of tl'lle 
preaching. He prays to be forgiven 
and cleansed, and cries out, " Then will 
I teach transgressors Thy ways, and 
sinners shall be converted unto Thee." 
The pardoned and the sanctified will 
most successfully preach salvation by 
Jesus unto theil' fellow-men. 

Tlie A B C Cl,urch and ('hapel Director!/ 
for 1877. R, Banks, For Christians of 

every sect coming to London, this thick,_ 
cheap, well-arranged twopenny annual 
must be of great service. 

"The Old Sailor's Story," in May 
magazine, called Onward (S. W. Par
tridge), is quaint, tmthful-, and good. 

" The Blue Girls of Canterbm·y," 
marching from church, is one of the 
charitable pictures in Hand and Heart, a 
penny paper of increasing merit. 

Invitations! A sermon by A. B. 
Taylor. Published by Tubbs and Brook, 
Manchester. By special req nest this 
sermon bas been p1·epared and published. 
It is a wonderful long discourse, and is 
arranged with much care an_d ~istinctiou. 
We understand some mm1sters deal 
more in denunciations than in invita
tions; but the Gospel of our Saviom· is 
"good news," let it look whichever way 
it may. 0, what precious notes doth 
the Gospel trumpet sound I what glow
ing lines of grace and mercy to the 
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bruised, t.he black, the burdened, and 
the lost I When the love of God is shed 
Rbroad in our heart,, when the unction of 
the eternal Spirit is on the soul, when 
the Son of God is exalted intelligently 
in \.he mind, when the door of utterance 
is giYen, when a yearning after souls to 
be drawn by the Father to the Son is 
realised, how delightful is the work of 
the ministry! There is then no sour
ness of spirit, no bitterness of speech ; 
sin only is denounced, while the sinner 
i~·arned, and the weak and weary are 
s ngthened. The Manchester Strict 
Ba tist bishop is an important man in 
the North; a deep thinker and a clear 
theologian, a careful speaker, but, like 
many more, he must, in secret, weep 
O"l"er the little advances inade by the 
Gospel in these times. We thank our 
brother for sending us this sermon, and 
the Friend~// Companion, but to criticise 
either is not cou,euient. We do not 
wish to die quarrelling. 

"PASTOR DANIEL ALLEN."·- The 
Sydney 11forning Herald says :-" The 
Bible and the Throne of Euglaud."
Pastor D. Allen re-delivered his lecture 
on this subject, in the Temperance hall. 
Before prooeeding to the subject of the 
lecture, Mr. Allen occupied nearly half
an-hour in defending himself against 
certain misconceptions which, as he 
alleged, had arisen with regard to certain 
passages in the lecture, which the speaker 
intended to refer not to Protestants, but 
to certain infidels, with whom he re
gretted to see the Education League 
associated. The lecture was listened to 
with attention, and loudly applauded. 
At the close of the lecture the following 
resolution was passed :-" This meeting 
having heard the lecture of Pastor Allen 
re-delivered upon ' The Bible ancl the 
Throne,' expresseR its confidence in the 
lechn:er and admiration of the lecture ; 
and regards the attack· recently made 
against Mr. .Allen in connection with 
bis lecture as not only unkind, but un
warrantable and unjust .. " 

A cowardly assault has been made 
upon Mr. Allen, implying an. amount of 
ignorance. No sensible man who rc~s 
his lectures would thus accuse him. 
From a prospectus which reaches us 
from Sydney, we clip the following:-

" Relative to the low attack upon 
literary attainments, Pastor D. Allen 
wishes the P. S. to know that he is 
enabled to read the original, and has the 
assistance of Dr. Parkhurst's lexicons, 
and Donnegan's with Arnold's and W. 
E. Jelf's Gramma.rs, Trollope's and 
Bloomfield's eight volumes upon the 
New Testament, in Greek, with other 

like assistance for the Old Testament, 
which are mostly used in his pulpit pre
parations." 

'l'he sound-heai:ted Baptists in.Australin. 
have an industrious, an intelligent and 
faithful witness in the person of Daniel 
Allen. Only the enemies of the cross of 
Christ will dare to speak a word against 
him. 

llfr. Stanford's Scenes Beyond tl1e 
G1·ave, is a volume parents may present 
to their children with a kind request 
that they would prayerfully and care
fully read it through. It is published 
by Mr. Robert Banks. 

Dr. !lfoNeile, the late dean of Ripon, is 
handsomely represented in the Day of 
Da.11s, fo1· May, which comes forth with 
refreshing papers on the verities and 
vitals of a saving religion. Office, 75, 
Shoe-lane, Fleet-street. 

Sermons.-The Blood a Token, and 
A Door Opened in Heaven. . By Silas 
Keevil. These are sermons from a soul 
that has realised peace by the blood of 
the Cross, and is· looking to go into 
glory through "that Door," which has 
been opened in heaven. 

..- Jabez" and his prayer are described 
wisely and truly by Mr. Thomas Bradbury, 
in No. 13, of Grove Chaptl Pulpit, to be 
had at office of EARTHEN VESSEL. 

Pc-rjected for Ever. Mr. Battersby's 
sermon· on April 4, to be had at 23, 
Moorg~te-street. The typical offerings, 
and the "one offering," are herein 
gospelised with Scriptural evidence. 
Perfection perfected in and by the 
perfect One. without a fear or failure of 
any kind is the grand theme. 

Israel's Watchman. .A Hebrew Chris
tian Magazine. Edited by Dr. Eder
sheim. S. W. Partridge. Nothing does 
more demonstrate the sovereign power of 
Almighty God than the continued lift
ing up out of the darkest bondage one 
and another of the children of Israel. 
We have a keen and loving sympathy 
with the Jewish nation. We anticipate 
the fulfilment of those glC1rious prophecies 
which point to the recovery of God's 
ancient people ; and every true con
version of a Jew unto our Lord Jesus, 
sends a silent thrill through our soul, 
saying, " the tiime of their salvation 
draweth nigh ! " 

Tlie Prophetic Kingdoms. This _little 
volume, the result of great resear~h, 
study, and spiritual discernment, will, 
we expect, be speedily issued, _when 
reviewers will have an opportumty of 
testing, if they can, the value of Mr. 
John Wesley's calculations. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

A FEW DAYS IN NORTff WALE:'!. Baptist Church in Bangor; and having been 
North Wales, April 30, 1877. To the grand engaged in six public services in his chapel 

old city of Bangor we now must say I had opportunities of takinl!' a little measur~ 
farewell. Ten days looking after these of the staff of officers who· are diligent co
high mountains, from whence the Eastern workers with W. H. Bishop in Bangor· and 
breezes shaved me rather shar11, gives a little when we duly consider that the Bish~p of 
longing to see old London's busy marts once Bangor's palace and W. H. Bishop's Church 
more. There is a genial warm spirit in the are as next door neighbours; that the cathe
bearts of these Wel•h Christians that soon dral services are very attractive; that in this 
catches hold of a little soft heart like mine. comparatively small city, there are large Con
Hence, when my host and hostess, Mr. and gr~gational, Welsh Baptist, Wesleyan and 
Mrs. Evans, caJl!e to the parting moment, we Calvinistic Methodist chapels out of ~um
quite keenly felt a soft bedewing. ber, when, with all this, you throw into 

Well, to go out for da)s preaching and the scale of reflection that the Welsh 
conversing in the midst of friends you never are tenaciously fond of their native tongue, 
saw before, in peace, with purity of motive; nearly all their preachers are ministers of 
to mingle prayers and praises in the same fire and of mental force, that the English are 
spirit, and to realise an increase of holy but few in number, ye will easily imagine it is 
sympathy, with a growth of acquaintance; no trifling effort to erect a Strict, English 
to meet with a loving hospitality, and to part truthful Baptist Church in Bangor; yet if you 
with the hope of meeting again, these are bad been at the service yesterday afternoon, if 
privileges, I think, only our Lord's disciples you had beard the brilliant singing of some 
can truly appreciate. two hundred boys and girls-, men and women, 

Llandidno we are viewing. 'Tisa para- if you had watched the untiring generalship 
dise in miniature. Here Nature and a of Robert Beck, a well-balanced Scotch 
creative genius have plenty of room to dis- Baptist, could you have witnessed the stal
pla,v the original beauties both of mountain wart, but quiet watchman Davies, have 
land and of rolling seas. To believe that all heard the little sermons of the giants Owens, 
these majestic combinations of earth's scenery and doberts. and others, you would, with 
and the ocean's health-giving powers are to me, be inclined to guess that ,Iaster W. H. 
be literally burnt to ashes, boiled to nothing, Bishop, of Bangor, has some good working 
and lmried in oblivion, is a trial for my faith. stuff in his Church; and, with God's bless
Purged of their dross they will be, a garden ing, the small one may become a strong 
of Eden for God's blessed ones they may be, nation. 
but annihilated surely they will not be. But :i'LINT Is the_ county town of its own 
our Maker only knowerh what His words on sh1re, n border city of North Wales, where 
this great theme do mean. ev~rything looks smoke-dried, bard, and 

I have not yet done with Bangor. Is there unrelenting; yet a few contrite souls are found 
variety in creation? Ah, racy, rich, and within, and tabernacles for the worship of 
royal. No poet Laureate can, by pen or pencil, I God are as well to look upon as in any other 
ere describe God's lovely lines and mighty part. After all, neither "Standardites" 
strokes of wisdom, art, and power, which , nor" Vessel men" are numerous here. 
here in some degree -may be studied. I have been in the county towns of 

Are there not al~o varieties as indescribable Carnarvonshire, of Anglesea have toured 
in the component elements making up the through Bethesda, the central' town for Lord 
visible Church on. earth? Cert~inly_ there l'.enrhyn's quarrymen, but the Welsh pe
are. The busy httle bees which m the r1od1cals abound, nnd against these the 
"Standard" hives do work, and gather such Dean of Bangor bas sent a protest to the 
strange honey (?), may dream that they are Canterbury Archbishop, from which we 
" the Church," that they have "the truth," learn the feet that the dignitaries of our 
and, above all others, that they are the" faith- National Establishment, in league with her 
ful of the land," the "salt of the earth," and scarlet-coloured dame, the mistress of Rome, 
the only ge_nuine successors of the apostles; would, if possible, snuff out the N oncon
and I submit they may be all these ; never- formist bodies, and burn up oil their printing
theless, as I have gone into the cities, towns, presses, publications, and papers altogether. 
villag~•• mansions, quarries! shops, cots, The Deon of Bangor is a clever fellow, but he 
and sick chambers of this peasant island, may as well mind bis own business, and 
the thought would come up, cannot tbes-e leave the Welsh editors and printers to enjoy 
believers be as truly in Christ as the others? the liberty the lows of our land ( os yet) allow 
0, yes, thel may. them. 

"Bis~op s Fine Art Studio," in bo!d The slate quarries are in themselves a 
letters, 1s a sentenc~ easy read as your tram world of wonders. These deeps which couch 
pauses at Rhyl station. beneath and tbes-e moutains which seem to 

"What Bishop Is that?" saith one. "_I\ leave th~ clouds behind them, give out an 
very clever artist, sir, in all the branches of income of nearly half of a million per 
photography." He Is also the honourahle and annum, although, as one of the old guides 
well-received pastor of the new English a ,au red me,. that in getting out these sl11tes 
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there is about fineen tons of inferior to every 
single ton of good stuff'. It is so, all the world 
over,-

The waste and the woeful abound, 
While genuine stuff' is hard to be found. 
Standing in a nook, while the blasting, 

like cannons, was roaring in the caverns 
beneath, gazing up into the galleries ot slate 
rising one above another, clean up into the 
rich white curtains which Nature gently 
adorneth them with, my tiny little bit. of a 
soul tremblingly sighed out,-

These mountains and these deers, 
How small they make me fee ! 

Less than an atom in the dust ; 
Amazement makes me reel. 

"Oh," said I to myself, " How much 
I enjoy these seasons of solitary wonder
ment, where the handiwork of our.Almighty 
Creator may be contemplated without the 
slightest annoyance." 

My Lord Evans, the Welsh Bible agent, 
and my son, Mr. John Waters Banks (who 
most affectionately came with me this Welsh 
journey, to take care of me), had both gone 
up on to the high platform, from whence 
they let the excavators down into the 
deep, the dreadful quarries; but I remained 
in the open valleys, from whence the yawning 
gulfs might be seen, and where the powder 
blastings, like thunder under your feet, ap
peared to shake the black summit on which I 
stood. 

As I viewed the thousands of men who 
here earn their bread, I thought how wise, 
how good, and how powerful was our 0reator 
in providing such ponderous workshops, where 
the sons of toil might find the means of pro
curing the staff' of life in their journey 
through this ever varied world of ours. 

Many hundreds of these quarrymen attend 
and support the large chapels which in these 
Welsh districts stand quite thick. 

Here are castles and mountains, 
Broad ri ~ers and seas, 

Chain-bridges and valleys, 
Sweet gardens to please. 

Rich quarries of slate, 
With minerals rare, 

No country with this 
I have thought could compare. 

Welsh houses tor God 
In abundance are seen, 

Not hidden in alleys, 
But bold, large, and clean. 

The people de,·ou t, 
The cross they ne'er shun ; 

The Gospc·l in Wale~ 
A good work has begun. 

After ten days travelling, writing, think
ing, 1,reachiug, praying, and hoping, the 
N. W. steamer is tearing through the tun
nel• liome to Lordon. 

Faith to hope and pray that God may 
water and bless the seed •own, is in the heart 
of CHARLES WATERS BANKS, 

[May 1 1877. In perfect safety, with a 
thankful i1eart, ha\'e trav~lled in ten days 
some thous•md miles. " Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow."] 

DANIEL SMART RIPENING FOR 
GLORY. 

HIS TESTIMONY FOR THE BAPTISTS, 
It i~ going on for forty years since I knew 

Mr. Daniel Smart in Old Zoar pulpit. That 
chapel was crowded when W. Gadsby 
John Warburton, Daniel Smart, John Ker• 
shaw, and other like-kind of men prea.ihed 
in the power of the Spirit. All those 
preachers and nearly all the people are gone. 

The venerable Daniel Smart is finishing 
his course, by orcupying the pulpit in which 
Isaac Beeman stood so many years, preaching 
every Lord's-day to many hundreds. I know 
of no other man who can be considered 
at all a follower of Huntington but this 
Daniel Smart. He is a solemn witness for 
Christ, and he is fast ripening for glory. 
The " Gospel Standard" gives us a sermon 
out of good Daniel's heart, wherein he said,-

" Some thirty years ago, I went to hear 
Mr. Vinall at Brightoit. The poor old man 
had said very bitter Clings against the 
Baptists. I thought him never the wiser for 
that, and it crtated a prejudice against him. 
You read in the latter part of Matthew's 
Gospel : ' Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations ; baptizing them in the name of 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all 
thing-s whatsoever I have commanded you : 
andlo,Iam withyoualway, even unto the end 
of the world.' Now, with such a Scripture, 
what man bath any right to rail against 
believers' baptism? Well, I went to find 
fault with Mr. Vinall, and got where I 
could watch him. He had lost the use of 
one side, and sat like a great lion in the pulpit. 
But I was struck with tl,e man's prayer; he 
had such a humble, godly, blessed gift in 
prayer. I never meet many men so fil\'oured 
in prayer as he. When he came to his sermon 
( I shall never forget it), he said, 'The joy 
of the saints could not be complete except 
God were glorified in their salvation.' I 
bad been brought to love the same Divine 
truth, and I loved the man that spoke it. 
After that I could bear with him, 

'Love all defects supplies: 
Makes great obstructions small.' 

" If you love people you are willing to bear 
with them, and cast a mantle of love over 
their defects. Look here! what a Divine 
fact ! My soul was taught it, too, that the 
peace, joy, and felicity of the saints could 
not be eomplete unless God were glorified in 
their salvation. It fell like marrow and fatness 
on my soul. To all eternity our delight will 
be in praising His holy name-Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, all united in :he salvation 
of our souls and bodies. To bless and praise 
Him will constitut.e the happiness of mil
lions of sinners." 

[Ere long, no doubt, this godly man will be 
in glory,-ED.] 

HIGH WYCOMBE.-Our Zion anni
versary sermons were given by .J. S. Ander
son, May 9th. There was much interest in 
the services; but the most plea.•inr.: theme is 
the practical good doing by Zion s auxiliary 
works. 
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THE CITY OF OUR SOLEMNITIES, 
" The Lord I how glorious is His face I 

How kind Hie emllos appear I 
And, Oh I who.t humble words He says 

To every humble ear I" 
"Who that was who cried out of such 

deep distress," who that was that Paul so 
sought to know, is the question we- com
menced to examine. A small ray of lie:ht 
shone upon my soul one night in Bangor; 
but it comprehended so much in a moment J 
could not either speak it or write it. It will 
come, A line or two of it is given in 
"Cheering Words," in June number; but 
the well is deep; at present I have nothing 
to draw with. Still, "in the city of our 
solemnities" (if led therein by the Spirit), 
we may have some distant views of "the 
King in His beauty." My bruised spirit is, 
more or le11s, continually yearning for solemn 
manifestations of His love to my soul. But 
heavy mists shake me terribly, and make me 
cry for His assuring-sealing promise that " It 
is well." 

:&ly plain, simple, but truly godly readers, 
prefer some of my rough railway pencillings 
before contentious and critical essays; hence, 
out of a heap of note-books, I tear a leaf or 
two, like the following 

LITTLE LESSON FOR DEACONS. 

Little Kimble, for Chalk.shire anniversary, 
Wednesday, May 9th. 

Clouds talk of well-watering : 
We pray for the dry, 
But bowing to all ; 
Faith looks upon high. 
On God we call 
For weather fair, 
And balmy air. 
Yet, still, "Thy will 
Not mine be done." 

Lost Lord's-day was one·of the days of the 
Son of Man in Speldhurst-road. Our ex
c~llent brother Thomas Austin sought the 
Lord's blessing in the morning; that loving 
abstainer, Thomas James Messer, did 
so in the evening. I was helped to preach 
both times, and attended to the Lord's 
Supper, where we had a short discourse on 
the saints' meeting, suggested by Thomas 
Adams. For every sueh favour I sing again 
Psa. ciii. 

We love to feel a Saviour's smile, 
Tho' soon it pass away, 

T'ward henv'n it doth the $OU! beguile, 
And leaves a cheering ray. 

Next day ran off to Enon chapel, at Chat
ham; was quite joyful in speakmg to a good 
company. Oh, what rich employ! to think, 
and write, and speak of Him 

Who fills all heaven with endless praise, 
And all the saints adore. 

And this is the conviction of my mind, that 
the nearer we are unto the Lord the more 
we lenve controversies and carnality behind, 
and find our soul's delight in giving· •ilent 
and sacred glory unto God and to the Lamb. 

As we are flying into Velvet Lawn 
countrv, I can see but little blossom on the 
orchari!B; but Paul's word about deacons 

will continue rising up. The lines are 
strong, "They that use the office of a deacon 
well." There is the character. A good man 
in the Church is called into office, not to be 
pastor or master, not to be lord or lordly 
leader, but to be a servant in the Church 
especially to fill up this one office to ministe; 
in the service of a deacon. The office is 
plainly defined; it implies there are respon
sibilities to be borne and attended to. It 
belongs to the deacon to see : I. That the 
house of God is maintained in good order. 
2. That the worship of God is Scripturally 
consistently, and regularly conducted. 3'. 
Thatthepnlpit iswellsupplied. 4. That the 
pastor is taken care of. 5. That the ordi
nances are administered. 6. That the poor 
are not neglected. 7. That the members 
generally and honourably keep the rovenant 
they have entered into of faithfully serving 
the Lord. 

Now, look at this good man's reward: 
" Purchase to themselves a good degree, and 
great boldness in the faith which is in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. That word, •• purchase," 
implies that this office is no sinecure, it is 
no trifle, it is not simply the honour of being 
called " one of our deacons." No, a deacon 
purcha.•es his good degree by much sacrifice 
of time, if sacrifice it may be comidered. I 
have known deacons so rich and busy, they 
could spare no time for God's house, nor for 
His people, except just on the Lord's-days. 
It cannot be said such men pay much for 
their office. Where self is denied, time given, 
devotion sincere and certain, where a diligent 
service is rendered, charity exercised, and 
the welfare ol the whole Church is sought in 
a Christian spirit, ol such a man it may be 
said, "He has purchased to himself a good 
degree, a good position, no small nmount of 
esteem and influence; he is beloved and 
honoured, his memory will be embalmed in 
many a heart." 

The best of all, however, is the last sentence, 
"Great boldness in the faith which is in our 
Lord Jesus Christ." This sentence is of 
large meaning, this good deacon's faith is in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and in the knowledge, 
in the experience, and in the defenre of this 
faith, he has attained unto grent bolc!ness. 
Here is a pattern then for n good Christian. 
His faith is in uur Lord Jesus Christ, and in 
this he doth realise great bol,lnesa. He is no 
coward, no changeling, no Pliable. He is 
full, he is firm, if need be he is fiery, at all 
events he is faithful. Oh, for n multitude of 
such godly ginnts in our Churches! 

Look for one moment nt this good man. 
His faith is in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Have you not noticed how nil the writers in 
the Scriptures cnrry our minds up to the 
Lord Jesus Christ? I have Jatel.v been looking 
much alter Him, and I have now and then 
"found Him." 

We know all the heavens are full of the 
glory of Christ, all the world is full of the 
government of Christ, all the Scriptures are 
full of the knowledge of Christ, all the Gos
pel is full of the good news ol Christ, our 
prayers, when we are taught of the Spirit, 
are full of desires after Christ, but it is only 
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now and then we can "find Him." The 
Church said it was but a little that I passed 
from them, but I found Him ,vhom my soul 
loveth. Then she held him fast; so the dis
ciples cried out, " We have found Him of 
whom Moses in the law and the prophets did 
write.'' And there are times when we have 
found Him. In whatever character, office, or 
work of Christ the Holv Ghost reveals Him 
to the soul, in that office and work our faith 
will be strong and of great love to the 
Redeemer. 

The good deacon's patient continuance in 
well-doing is rewarded by the enjoyment of 
a well-confirmed hope of a rich assurance 
that Jesus is God, is Christ, is Redeemer, 
Prophet, Priest, and King, and that in e;Iory 
with the Lord his happy soul shall dwell. 

Thursday morning, May 10.-Walkiug 
this morning from Farmer Towerton ·s, under 
the heaving of the mountains, I feel my 
soul refreshed by the charming scenes of 
lovely Spring. At Ellerington Church they 
keep Holy Thursday by Pal"ly c?mmuni_on. 
Farmer says, " Our clergyman 1s creepmg 
up into High Churcbism.'' It is becoming 
almost unh•ersal, paving the way for a more 
open union with the ~carlet lady who says 
she never shall be a widow. H usb ! 

A sight of the Velvet Lawn makes my 
small soul to sing,-

O land of peace ! 
My native isle, so sweet, 

May wars soon cease, 
And hostile nations meet 

To bring the King of glory in." 
Emblems of blest Millennial times in all 
these buds and blossoms do appear. Yet it is 
true that the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now. 

Earth groans beneath the plough, 
And travails with the seed, 

To cause the various fruits to grow, 
Man 'E appetite to feed. 

If in the worlds of nature 
God's taitlifulness is seen, 

We'll trust our wise Creator, 
Tbo' dark clouds intervene. 

Cbalkshire anniversary, yesterday (May 9), 
was a seaso:i of mercy. Pastor Burgess, a 
good choir and two attempts to expound a 
sentence of two of Holy Writ, made ur what 
our W endover brother called " a joyfu day." 
When I saw deacon Towerton and minister 
G. Lane mv heart went out in Tove to them 
both. They.know the truth, they have lilith 
in Jesus, they stand fast by the cause, and I 
desire to thank the Lord who bas in some of 
the quietest parts of this kingdom, His hills 
Mizar, where gracious souls His Holy Name 
adore. Amen. C. W. BANKS. 

Home again, 9, Banbury-road South 
Hackney, May 10, giving a short discourse 
on "This same Jesus." 

A STORM GATHERING.-BBLOVBD 
BROTH BR BANKB,-1 think you over-work 
yoursell in travellinj!." from place to place con
tinually preaching the Gospel. I am aware 
your heart and soul ii in the work ; hut 

you ought to remember you are not made 
of brass, and if you were, you would wear 
out ; it is wonderful the work the Lord bas 
enabled you to do ; we hope you will be 
spared and upheld for many years to come 
and continue to be n blessing to the Church oi 
our precious Redeemer. Therefore, spare 
)'Ourself a little for Zion's sake, and the 
cause of truth. I have been very ill, and 
in a low place. I want to see Zion pros
per, and truth established in the earth; but 
for the present the glory of Zion is covered 
with a cloud ; a dreadful storm is coming ; 
the nations are preparing for the battle, 
which, I trust, will usher in the destruc
tion of Mohamedanism and Popery: a dread
ful struggle there will be ; nevertheles.•, the 
beast and the false prophet shall be both 
taken away, and be cast alive into a lake 
of fire. The Captain of our salvation will 
lean us on to victory; the deliverance of the 
Church from her enemies is perhaps nearer 
than we expect. Wait on the Lord : He 
will appear for our help. We stil! t!love on 
at Reho both ; we don't feel inclined to de
sert our colours; we believe truth will yet 
triumph; we should be glad to see more 
people who are of the Lord's bringing in ; 
our meeting will be on Wednesday, June 20. 
What a trying world this is! When shall 
we reach that happy land where the in
habitant shall no more say, "I am sick 7" 
All unite in love. 

WM. J. GOODING. 

WALTHAM ABBEY.-Mrs. Wallen, 
the wife of Mr. Levi Wallen, has !!"one to her 
rest (Feb.19), after a long and pamful afflic
tion. The grace of God had so mysteriously 
bumbled her soul, that she was never known 
to munnur, although her physical sufferings 
were great and long. She was a marvellous 
instance of what irrace can do : prior to her 
illness she knew not God nor could she read 
the Scriptures, although upwards of sixty 
years of-age, but while on the bed of suffering 
God wrought in her soul a lasting and 
glorious change, when she immediately be
gan to he anxious to read the Word of Life, 
and hv the dint of perseverance she was soon 
enabled to read and converse with sweet 
freedom on the experimental portions of 
Divine truth, and it was a source of pleasure 
to visit her, notwithstanding her pains at 
times were truly grievous to witness. She 
was conscious almost up to the last moment 
ol her exi•tence, although unable to articulate 
words. She expressed to me that she longed 
to be with Jesus, her soul rested on Him as 
her only hope of salvation ; her last words 
were in effect (in my hearing)," He is faith
ful to perform what He has promised." This 
she had sweetly proved. To mourn her 
happy exit would be wrong, yet while in the 
body we are not bereft of feeling, for even 
" J esu• wept" at the grave of one He loved. 
May God sanctify the loss to the bereaved, 
and j!."ive u1 all ![race to meet the solemn 
hour of death with a• much faith, composure 
of mind, that of each of us It may be said, 
"for so He giveth Hill ~Joyed sheep." 

W, WINTBJIB, 
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TESTfMONIAL TO MR. WILLIAM ' not forgotten; and that praying hearts bear 
COl,LYER, OP IVINOHOE. 1 our interests before the throne of grace. 0 

A public meeting to inaugurate the above i ble.osed spot! 
presentation was holden on Friday eveninir, \ 
Ma\" 4 in Mr. Thomas Stringer's chapel, in "Though sundered f&r, by faith we meet 
BafJ.sireet, London-road. Mr. Stringer Aroun,l our common mercy.9ea.t." 

presided and opened the meeting with an I am favoured to inform our home kindred 
.address 'or great interest. T. J. Messer in Christ, that we are pressinj!" forward I may 
moved the first resolution, acknowledging the say, up the hill, for with us 1t is mostly up
goodne..s of Ood in so early calling and for s9 bill wo1 k, for the truth has many arlversaries, 
Jong preserving in the truth our venerable yet we bless our covenaat God that He has 
brother W. Collyer. Brother Messser was ex- set before us an open door at Geelong, and 
.actly the man for such a motion, and when which, we believe, no man will be able to 
beclosedbyclaspinghandswith,nnd pouring shut. I have a minrl to tell you how the 
blessinirs upon his equally ancient fellow- Lord has wrou11:ht in the matter, but there 
labourer, the' scene was most deli11:htf_ul. bas been an inward whisper: "Wait yet 
James Mote,. E.sq., second~d the resolullon awhile, as we ofren hP.ar of setrlements which 
in a practical speech wh1eh was felt and seem every way happy and hopeful, and then 
.acknowledged by brother R. Mi~ton ~nd the next tidings come a, on the wings of a 
,others to be worthy of great cons1derat10n storm threatening rfisruption." I can truly 
by our Strict Baptist Churches. C. W. say it is for the truth's suke, tor the Church's 
Banks irave the history and progress of sake for the ble.,sed Saviour's sake, yea, for 
Ivinghoe Baptist Church; he said hi.• brother the glory of our Triune God, that I desire to 

·Collyer bad been favoured with se~en dis- correspond with the VESSEL as a banner of 
tinguishing mercies :-1. He hart had a good truth. About four month• ago we had_ a 
long day's work in the Lord's vineyard. quiet recognition service after a happy social 
For nearly sixty years had William Collyer tea meeting. Deaeon Hampton ga_ve a 
,gone forth sowing the seeds of truth, and suecinct history of the Church, and referred 
many bad been called, comforted, and con- to the unfoldings of Providence in bringing 
fhmed. 2. Mr. Collyer had had a go~d Chureb and pastor to11:ether. The pastor 
•Gospel to preach, and be bad preached It then endeavoured to irivc a reason of the 
faithfully. 3. He bad had a _good Chu~cb hope within him, setting forth his call by 
under his care, a good school 10 connectmn grace, his call to the min~try, an_d bis call 
therewith; a good, industrious wife to help to Geelong. The above proceedmgs some 
him on; now be was looking fur a good friends wished me to communicate, but, as I 

. and happy home, and a goorf crown of eternal said something within prevented, saying, 
life as bis promised reward. C. W.·Banks "W~it." Whether it be the enemy getting an 
-urged the propriety of easing his aged advantage over us or not, I know not, but :is 
brother's pillow, while waiting for hischimge our anniversary comes off at Easter, I will 
from suffering here to a full salvation here- (D.v.) forward a few particulars of both 

,after. Brother R. Minton followed with meetings. My special ohject in writing at 
grarious words and a 11:olden gift. Then this time, is to forward the enclosed com

•came up our beloved brother Samuel Pons- munication from our brother Allen. There 
ford who called upon the meeting to sym- are some professors who will have Christ for 

.. patl;isewith theirmovement, which argument a Prophet and a Priest, but not for a King, 
brother Ponsford forcibly illustrated by giving but in His glorious offices He is not to be 
to M1·. Robert Banks, the treasurer, a bag rlivided; this has been my testimony, and to 

-of goid and silver, which he had g~thered up this order of truth I have met with oppo,ition, 
,most bene,·olently. The brethren Bennett, hence my desire for my brother'• te.•timony 
W. Frith, C. Comwell, William Webb, and to confirm my own. My people have 
W. Collyer all spoke to the motion; but the listened to the paper with profit, and I 
best of all 'was the report given in by Mr. thought it worth a place in your VEs~EJ:, I 
Robert Banks, of the results of his pe1·se- therefore submit it for your opinion. ~1shmg 
ve1fog efforts, which showed R total. of .£50 in all things thP good Gf our beloved Zion and 
already rais£d toward the £10~ wlr1_ch M1·. the glory of Ziou•~ l,od, '!'Y dear brother, 
R. Banks said was to be the tesllmomal pre- believe me, yom-s fiuthfully III Gospel bonds, 
seated to Mr. W. Collyer, in Mr. Striuger's -F. FULLARD, Feb. 12, 1877. 
chapel, on Monday evening, June II, _ii 
the Lord was pleased thus to crown their 
efforts in this particular direction. Brother 
Stringer kindly promised the use of his 

-chapel at seven o'clock, when we hope to 
-see a c:·owded assembly. See list of donations 
on wrapper. 

OEELONO.-DEAR BROTHER BANKS, 
-Groce unto you and peace be multiplied. 
My dear brother, will you kindly al("w m_e, 
through your pnge•, to greet my friends m 
Hunringdonshire and elsewhere I I would 
assure them of my Christina love, whilst I nm 
thaukful and encouraged to know, that I am 

BROADSTAIRS, KENT.-J. J. Kiddle, 
past,,r of the Bapri~t Ch_urch, hns int!mated 
his intention to 1·es1gn brschur!l"eat Michael
mas (through age and oft infirmities) after 
a pastornte here of nearly 10 years, and 50 
ye11rs in the ministry. . . 

Broad stair-. is n very salu br1ous ~ate~mg 
pince. The chapel will ser.t ~O. 1:<pnc1ous 
school-rooms am.In small annuity. A gen
tleman of Stlict Baptist pl'inciples (as e:cd 
pressed in the deed), with some income an 
education may flud a healthy and comfort
able spher~ of usefulness. 
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CLIFTON, BEDS. 
MR. SEPTIMUS SEARS AND HIS 

ANNIVER~ARY. 
DEAR MR. BAN x.s,-Seeing it announced 

that Mr. Bradford and Mr. Hull would be 
the preachers at the anniversary services at 
Clifton, May 10, and being engaged to 
supply there May 13, I thought to embrace 
the opportunity of hearing those gentlemen; 
but meeting Mr. Davis, of Woodbridge
street chapel, at the railway statiou, we 
travelled together, when it transpired that 
be was going to Clifton to preach on that 
day. 

tater in the day I learnt that the cause of 
Mr. Davis's services being sought, was, Mr. 
Bradford declined to fulfil his engagement 
in consequence of the pressure of a certain 
committee. Let us hope Mr. B. declined in a 
moment of weakness, without due con
sideration of that sacred injunction, "Be not 
ye the servants of men" (1 Cor. vii. 2, 3), 
and that he will soon recover, and plainly 
declare whose servant he is. 

This interference of the committee has 
"caused no small stir" among the ministers 
of that part of the Church of Christ. In 
speaking-with that well-known, indefatigable 
and highly-esteemed author and editor, 
Septimus Sears, he wisely and justly 
observed, " If they really believe that the 
truth is not preached here, there is the 
greater reason that ministers of truth should 
come here to teach the people; "for, strange 
to say, the Clifton minister is not considered 
to be quite" sound" by the said committee, 
after having almost worn himself out in the 
Lord's service ; but he is too we,ll known as 
a faithful watchman to be much injured by 
such adverse influence. The Lord has 
greatly honoured him, and blessed his 
fabours in teaching the young the way of 
salvation. 

The Little Gleaner, a simple and truth
ful monthly, should be read by all our 
children; also, his Lessons of Truth, a 
little body of Divinity tor home and school, 
is Excellent. Every child sbot1ld have a 
copy. 

You will be pleased to know that the 
cause did not suffer by rea.son of non
attendance of one of the appointed preachers 
on May 10. Mr. Hull preached in the 
morning, and Mr. J?avis in_ the afternoon 
and e,•ening. It 1s plea.smg to see so 
flourishing a cause of truth as that at 
Clifton, dwelling in peace, and caring for 
both the bodies and souls of men. How 
much bsppin would poor Zion he if others 
would" do likewise." 

In conclusion, I would ask, Is it right? 
is it Scriptural for any man, or any number 
of men, to determine where the servants of 
Christ shall, and where they shall not preach 
His Gospel? Is it wise? or can it be safe to 
oppose one wliom the Lord honours as a 
servant? Are such as do so "endeavouring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace," and " esteeming others better than 
themselves?" WALTER BROWN. 

Colchester. 
[Satan is at the bottom '.of all this! He 

bas been permitted to smite some of us fear
fully hard, then drove us into the wilderness 
to die in despair ; but God's mercies are 
beyond all human conception. We are so 
sacredly occupied with the meditation and 
publication of the Saviour's rierson and 
work, that we have neither wish nor time to 
even think upon such mere " child's play" 
as Walter Brown relate•. Ever since the 
good old God-made fathers were taken away, 
there has been proud prancings amongst the 
boys. They have all most wickedly hurled 
their stones at us. Now they are turning 
one against the other. It is only because 
Septimus Sears is about the best working 
man in the company, that Satan bas stirred 
up this strife against him. No doubt His 
Master saw there was a needs-be; hence, 
in the end, it will work for good. - En. 
"E. V."] 

FOLKESTONE.-The Church and con
gregation of the Strict Baptist chapel here 
desire to thank their many friends who have 
come forward to help them in this their time 
of need, that is iu procuring a more con
venient place of worship. Since the issuing 
of our cards, about two months since, our 
funds have increased from £44 to £150, so 
that we can truly say, "The Lord has done 
great things for us whereof we are glad." 
And as we still need further help, to enable 
us to pay for the chapel, and to repair it 
( which together will be about £400), making 
it fit for the worship of Goel, we feel 
encouraged to solicit the aid of any kind 
friends who sha]I feel disposed to lend us a 
helping hand in this our undertaking. We 
are but a few poor working people, not 
having much of this world's goods. But 
knowing to whom the. gold and silver be
long-s, and that He (our God) has all hearts 
at His disposal, we make thi9 appeal, and 
trust we shall not appeal in vain. We have 
commenced the repairs of the said chapel, 
and hope, God willing, to be enabled to open 
it for Divine worship in July. Particulars 
next month. W. J. DENMEE.-Subscrip
tions and donations thankfully received and 
acknowledged by W. J. Denmee, minister, 
14, Foord-road, Folkes tone ; Messrs. J. 
Smith and E. Moat, deacons, 8, Rendezrnus
street, Folkestone. Also by our esteemed 
friend and brother, Mr. J. Gruit, 4, 
Crampton-street, Newington-butts, London. 

BILSTON.- Our young brother, Mr. 
Alfred B. Hall, has been preaching here for 
several weeks; the Church has rrquested 
him to supply the two last Sundays in June, 
and all July. We cannot sufficiently thank 
the Lord for setting up in our Churches 
some p:enuine1 sound, and zealous young 
men, whose mmistry reaches the souls of the 
people, either to convince the careless or 
comfort the •eeker. The promise is thus 
seen prominent," I will give you pastors 
according to Mine heart," &c. May a spirit 
of foi th and of in wrought prayer fill our 
Churches, and a revival shall be seen. 
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BERMONDSEY.-LYNTON - ROAD.
Lord's-day, May 13th, and Tuesday, May 
15th, will be red letter days In the hMory of 
this Church. Less than eight years ago (in 
view of the expiration of the lease of old 
"Hbenezer," Bermondsey New-road), the 
friends met, and nt the sugge.•tion of the late 
Mr. James Well•, started a building fund. 
In less than four years from that meeting a 
site was secured, and the friends who under
took the responsibility were committed to 
what many l!!lteemed a daring enterprise of 
erecting a chapel and school-room at a cost 
of very little under .£2,000; and when the 
memorial stone was laid in Oct., 1872, by Mr. 
Wm. Crowther, they bad little over £400 
in band towards the .£2,000. The Lord, 
however, wrought wonderfully for them, 
raisin~ up friends in all di~ections, anct four 
years and a-half after the laying of the stone, 
and at the fourth anniversary of the ope11ing 
of the chapel, they met to praise the Lord 
for His goodness in having extinguished 
their debt. On the Lord's-day, Mr. Law
rence, the pastor, preached two sermons to 
good congregations, from Zeeb. iv. 9, and 
Proverbs viii. 17 ; on the following Tuesday 
afternoon, Mr. Shepherd preached, from 
Deut. xxxiii. 29, a thought.ful anct experi
men Lal discourse. A tea ( kindly given by 
Mr. Philcox) followed. The evening public 
meeting was presided over by that large
hearted Christian gentleman, Wm. Beach, 
Esq. (of Chelmsford), and surrounding him 
on the platform were ministerial brethren, 
Beazley, Banks, Stringer, Winters, Lodge, 
Mead, Bennett, James Hand, Bradley, and 
Myerson; while the non-ministerial element 
was ably represented by the following gen
tlemen :-Messrs. John and Joseph Beach, 
A. Boulden, Thomas Carr, J. Pells, and J. 
M. Rundell; while on the chairman's right 
sat the pastor, and on bis left Mr. T. M. 
Whittaker; Mr. James Mote also paid a 
flying visit; but being due elsewhere had 
to leave. After singing and Mr. Beazley 
asking the Lord's !>lessing, Mr. Knott (one 
of the deacons and treasurer of the building 
fund) read the final report of the committee, 
from which it appeared that at Ch,·istmai 
last the debt was .£320. Through the great 
kindness of many friends, .£120 were wiitten 
off this sum on the o~casion of the anniver
sary of the pastor's ordination, heltl in 
January last; Mr. W. Beach (who presided 
on the occasion) promised the Church the 
last £50 ot their debt, if the other £150 
coulrl be raised. The minister and deacons 
went quietly but determinntely to work, 
and a long list of subscriptions promised 
and received was here read as the 
result of their appeal ; these with 
their own collections and donntions 
from their own members, along with the 
redemption of the chairman's noble promise, 
brought the debt down to .£12 or su. Mr. 
T. Lawrence, on behalf of the young men's 
Bible class in the school\ and Mr. J. Beach, 
on behalf of the young ndies' Bihle class
together with smaller sums from oome of 
the other classes-tendered some .£25, ex
pres,ing in doing so the wish of the sct1ola1·s, 

that irtbeir contributions should occasion a 
small surplus, the same should be laid aside 
at interest as the nucleus of a fund for 
building vestries, when the committee 
deemed it advi•able so to do. Thus the debt 
was extinguished, and all joined as one to 
give God the glory. Short speeches fol
lowed by brethren Winters, Myerson, 
Thomas Stringer, Bennett, Mead, and C. W. 
Banks on the "Goodness of the Lord," 
the speeches being interspersed with sing
ing, the other good brethren on the plat
form 11iviog out a few verses between each 
address. Mr. William Stringer, one of the 
deacons, stated in a warm-hearted speech, 
that as they were now out of debt, they in
tended to acknowledge the Lord's goodness 
by presenting their pastor with a hand
some collection. The same was made, and 
Mr. J. Kennett, the senior deacon, in 
a speech teeming with life for an aged 
disciple, presented Mr. Lawrence with 
.£22 10s. S½d. Mr. Lawrence thanked the 
people, assuring his audience that although 
his Church bad not been able to maintain 
him, yet be was surrounded by anything 
but a mean·or close people, a.q their contri
butions to the buildil!g fund would prove, 
and their repeated acts of kindness to himself 
would show. On behalf of his brethren, and 
on his own behalt, be thanked most heartily 
all those friends who had so nobly helped 

-them, and his prayer above all things was 
that the Lord would make bis ministry a 
blessing. We deem it. our duty to inform 
every one that the Sunday school ha.q con
tributed over .£150 towards the debt, and 
this speaks volumes on behalf of the little 
Dissenters who meet in the school-room of 
Lyn ton-road chapel. This handsome chapel 
now belong•, by an enrolled trust deed, to 
the denomination of Particular Strict Bap
tists for about eigb ty years to come, and 
may the Lord make it a banqueting-house to 
many precious souls. " Oh, magnify the 
Lord with us, and let us exalt His name 
together." 

WORTHING.-Baptist and Independent 
schools. Mr. G. T. Congreve, of Peckham, 
conducted services for the above schools at 
Monta~ue-street chapel, on Sumlay, April 
8th. The" Worthing [nlelligencer" says:
" Last Sunday Mt•. G. T. Congreve, of Peck
ham, couducted two senices for the young 
in the chapel, Montal!,'ue-street. [n the 
afternoon at three there was a good gathering 
of Sunday school children, and Mr. Congreve 
held their complete attention while he spoke 
to them of' Lessons from n Bunch of Violets,' 
which he held in his hand, nod a' Basket of 
Silver with Apples ot Gold,' which he also 
produced. ln the evening Mr. Congreve 
preached an impressive sermon to the youog, 
from the text, 'Do this in remem brnoce of 
Me.' We shall be pleased when Mr. Con
greve wi!I pay us another visit." "Ge~!I of 
Song" h) mu book (Robert Banks), one of the 
best nod cheapest, are used in all the schools 
at Worthing. 
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"MOVING OF THE WATERS." 
TEMPTATIONS CONNECTED WITH 

BAPTISM. 
Leicester, Newal'k-st., Sunday, May 13, 

Mr. Pearce supplying.- In the morning he 
preac-hed from Acts ii. 41, 42: "Then they 
that gladly received his word were baptJzed ; 
and the same day there were added unto 
them about 3,000 souls. And theycontinued 
steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fel
lowship, aml in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers." After preaching a very appro
priate sermon from the above words, he 
proceeded at once to put them into practice, 
except as to number. He baptized (not 
three thousand) but three ; two males and 
one female. And in the afternoon they were 
added to the Church, and were partakers 
with the Church in the ordinance of breaking 
of bread. Let u, hope they will continue 
stedtastly in the apostles' doctrine and fel
lows hip, and in prayers. 

I am always glad to ·bear of true Joyal 
souls obeying the commands of their King; 
and wish there were fewer that listened to 
Satan's sophistry. HP tempted Eve to be
lieve that the forbidden fruit would make 
them wise even as God to know irood and 
evil ; and so deceived them that they dis
obeved the command: " But of the tree of 
the.knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die:" or dying, 
thou shalt die. Satan has tempted and pre
'l"ailed on multitudes to believe that a sub
stitute in the place of immersion will be 
fiiually as well as what is commanded, no 
matter whether •prinkling or pouring. He 
bas tempted and prevailed on many to 
believe it is non-essential whether they 
obey the command or not ; w bile they them
selves would dismiss a servant at a._moment's 
notice that showed such contempt of their 
commands. He bas tempted and prevailed 
on many to believe, for a long time, they 
are too bad, and unfit to go through such ~n 
holy ordinance. And it is to lie feared he 
bas tempted and prevailed on many to 
believe they are too good and respectable to 
go through what he t1·ies to represent to such 
as a most degrading and useless ceremony. 
And it is to be feared on the other band, be 
has tempted and prevailed on a good many 
to go through the ordinance and put on a 
profession of religion, while they have never 
felt their real need of a Saviour, only a• a 
make weight. And he still walketh to and 
fro throu1rh the earth, sometimes as an angel 
of li~·ht, and sometimes in all his black de
formity, seeking whom he may devuur. 

But nevertheless, the words have still all 
their vital force on truly humble •ouls: " If 
ye love Me, keep (not slight) My command
menbl." But there are mauy who are quite 
willing to acknowledge Jesus as a Saviour, 
who y~t are not willing to obey Him as 
their King; at least in this r.omrnand. So 
believes A RBPUGBE. 

OLD BETHNAL GREEN.-Eleventh 
an11h•ersary of Zion Baplist chapel, Ma11lda
street, Old Betbnal-green-road, was May 13 

and 1.5; sermons by the pastor, Mntthew 
Branch, C. W. Banks, aad Joseph Mayhew. 
Charles Gordelier, E,q., presided over public 
meeting, when the mercies of a 8nvioul"'s 
perfect work were expounded by brethren 
Goulding, Kemp, Ryder, C. W. Banks, 
Hunt, and Mayhew. The little ceuse 
of New Testament order bas worked 
on in love and peace for eleven yeal"!I. We 
pray our God to raise up some wealthy godly 
one who could and would build a new clrnpel 
for our excellent Matthew Branch, for he is 
worthy, and his Church is planted amidst 
thousands of cottagers who need to he in
structed in the true Gospel. 

RA UNDS.-Baptist Chapel. Interesting 
service was held on April 171h. Three young 
men openly confeFSed Christ by baptism
large number present. Mr. Pearce in ad
dressing the people said, that he should give 
a few arguments deduced purely from Scrip
ture, for the admission to· bapti•m of those 
only who profess to believe the Gospel, and to 
trust in Christ for salvation. The people sat 
as if riveted to their seats during the address; 
many tears were ,bed, and we know that 
many present who had been firm believers 
in infant sprinkling, were convinced that 
believers' bapti-m was right and Scriptural. 
Mr. Marsh, of Kettering, gave a short address 
from "Lo I am with you always," showing 
that the Lord was with His people at all times 
and under all circumstances. Surelv the 
Lord bath done great thiugs for Raunds 
within three years. There was a time when 
not a young person would he seen at the 
pray£r meeting, and very few on the Lord's 
day; it is not so now, bless the Lord, at our 
prayer meetings. The voice of the young 
man in Christ is heard, and the babe in Jesus, 
which is as the lamb car1·ied in the bosom of 
theloving8hepherd,and the voice of trembling 
age miHgliog with the cr.v of the little lamb 
crying," Lord, keep me, f am weak; hold me 
up, and I shall be safe." Surely prayer nnd 
unity form the backbone and sinew of a 
Church's prosperity. May God give Zion 
a travailing •pirit. Amen. 

HOXTON.-Special services at Bethel 
chap~!, Newton-street, Boxton, Lord's-day, 
April 29. Sermons by our pastor Osmond 
and Mr. Phillips. On May I, tea and 
public meeling. Brethren Evans, Griffiths, 
Dearsly, Phillip•, W. Webb, G. Webb, and 
Lodge addres•ed us on the promises. Mr. 
Langford prayed. Our pastor informed the 
friends that the objrct of the meeting was to 
liquidate the debt of £250 on the chapel. 

H. M. 

ASKETT.-" L." say•, We must have 
altnctions. Ou1· people hal'e given us a 
forty guinea harmonium, which is r.on
ducted by an eminent lady friend, and is 

r.leasing to our large congrega1ions. This 
armonium, or organ, i• now very general. 

There is much more ~inging and a deal less 
preaching than in former times. N ~w 
fashions everywhere. Is it all right 1 
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BETHNAL OREEN.-HOPE CHAPEL. 
-Interesting servir,e• on Tuesday, April 
24th, to commemorate the eighth year of 
the pa•torateofJames Griffith. In the after
noon brother Hnzelton gave us a very ex
cellent sermon, from the words in Z•ph. iii. 
10, which was enjoyed by a good afternoon 
congregation. Our bJ"other appeared to be 
quite hnppy in bis subject, as he usually is at 
Hope. May the Lord make bis visit a hies.sing 
to us. A~er a comfortable tea, public meet
ing. The pastor presided. who said they 
were gathered together to-day on his ac
count. Eight years bad passed since he be
came pastor over them. He was with them 
twelve months before he settled, so that it 
was nine years since he came to the East of 
London. He had seen many changes in that 
time, whfoh we are to expect. But he was 
thankful to say that the year that had just 
closed had ·been, as far as regarded hi'.Dself, 
bis best year. He had peace and prosperity, 
and the happiness of having around him 
some go,lly praying people. There had been 
larger meelings for pra,ver than formerly, 
a gJ"eater earnestness in the supplications of 
the brethl'en. They had abundant cause for 
thankfulness. As a Church they bad made 
no change in anything; the old-fashioned 
Gospel they maintained, and old-fa•hioned 
practice too. The dear.ons had ne,•er ,aid 
to him, we must alter this and that; nor bad 
he said anything of the •ort to them. They 
desired to hold last that form of things that 
would bring glory to the Father, Son, and 
Holy Gho.<t, and leave all results with the 
great Head of the Church. Alter singing, 
the brethren present addressed the friends 
from subjects which had been given them. 
W. Webb spoke well on "The love of Christ 
constraineth us;" Mr. Masterson on "The 
Privileged Christian;" Mr. Temple, "The 
Perpetual Guide;" Mr. Anderson on "The 
Best Prosperity;" Mr. Woo,lard on "The 
Spiritual Victory;" and Mr. 0. Webb on the 
" Full Satisfaction." All the subjects were 
well handled; the attention of · the people 
was great; and the meeting was indeed a 
good, solid, spiritual one. 

WALTHAMSTOW.-The first anni
versary of the opening of Zion chapel was 
held on Tuesday, May 8th. A sermon was 
preached in the afternoon by Mr. R. Bowles, 
lrom 2 Timothy ii. 10. After service 
tea was provided ; in the evening a pu hlic 
meeting was held, presided over by Mr. 
Archer (secretary to the Itinerant Society), 
who testified to the great interest he had 
taken, and still had, to the little cau•e. Mr. 
Kemp implored the Divine blessing. Mes.srs. 
Lawrence, Bennett, Joiner, and Stanley 
filled the hearts of the people with much 
sacred pleasure while they opened up the 
treasures <>f Divine Providence and !!"•ace. 
Wahbam,tow is a religious town as far as 
profes.<ion can ~. a salvation proclaimed as 
depending in the will of sinful man, instead 
of being the perfect gift of God, secured by 
Christ, and reved!ed by the power nf the 
Holy Ghost. This little Strict Baptist 
Church ia like the little city describid in 

Eccles. ix. 14; but they are known to be a 
happy and united band of New Testament 
believers. We are favoured with most ex
cellent supplies, so that sterling truth in all 
it.s beauty, grandeur, and graciousness is 
,lispensed to us by God-sen I men ; we re
joice in the peace of the Gospel and the 
unity of the Spirit; hitherto bath the Lord 
h~lped us, and in holy faith and confidence, 
strengthened by the well proved promi.ses of 
our King, we look forward with ardent hope 
to the year before us, that it may yield rich 
fruit to tb~ honour and glory of God. Menn
while we entreat all honest lovers of truth 
to give the little cause at Walthamstow all 
the support which Christ's cause deserves. 

E. S. 

SOUTH W ALES.-BLACKWOOD.
We-some ten months back-commenced a 
new English Baptist cause, there bPing no 
English Bapti,t Church at this place. We 
have since baplized 24. We bold our services 
in a large new club room. Ministers from 
neighbouring villages have given us several 
Sundays free of expen•e; they have been 11 
great assistanl'e to us: we are in low cir
cumstances. On the 29th of May we hope 
to see you, and that your visit will be blest 
to the conversion of souls. Yours truly, JOHN 
HALE -Brother John Bolton from Bargoed. 
near C'ardift', says:-" Never ·was South 
Wales known to be in such a state as now! 
Many hundreds of strong men begiring fora 
bit ofbread. Nearly all the iron works at a 
stand still. My lello'1i-men used toluugh at 
me when I told them they must look for low 
valleys near the higll mountains; and low 
ebbs after high tides." 

CHATHAM-HOPES OF HELPERS.
All who have for many years known and 
esteemed our excellent brother Mr. Casse, 
one of the deal'ons at Enon, Chatham, "ill 
be encouraged to learn the Lord has opened 
his,J11outh to preach the Gospel wirh much 
acceptance at Stroud, New Brompton, &c. 
We hope, the Lord will much fionilur and 
comfort him in this work for years to come. 
He is one who, by grace divine, has " used'• 
("ministered"/ "the office of a deacon 
well;" and tru y, as Paul saith (b_v much 
devotion, self-sacrifice, and perseverance), 
has "purchased to himselt a good degree 
a11d great boldness in the laith whieh is in 
CHl<IST JESUS!" While so many hard 
things are said of deacons, we think it ever 
prudent and just to show that in our 
Churches there are some exceediugly godly 
men who have endured hardness 11s good 
soldiers-who have worked hard for Zion's 
welfare; and who have gained the cou6dence 
and affection ol all who truly know them. 
Brethren, let us be thankful fur good deacons! 
Our b1other Benjamin Woodrow, ol Reho
both, Pimlico, has also been graciously 
helped in preaching the blessed Gospel; and 
we trust the coming meeting on June 5 
will prove heloful to the dedcons and friends 
who have set their house in good order. 



194 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

THOUGHTS AT BANGOR. 
THINGS THAT DIFFER. 

One of the marks which the Lord has set 
upon the true prophets is this : " They shall 
sbew My people the difference between the 
clean and the unclean." It would be a 
momentous ,;,cru tiny so to separate between 
the precious and the vile, as (instrumentally 
and ministerially) to shew the child of God 
that, in the sight of Him who searcheth all 
things, he is clean, to prove what it is to be 
clean, where be is clean, and to set forth the 
fruits and evidences of the spiritual purity 
and perfection. Have any of my readers the 
gift to unfold this deep subject? When alone 
in meditation, how vast the importance of 
this appears. There is a difference between 
time and eternity. Time to me is like one 
long suspension hride:e running from the 
eternity that is behincl us into the eternity 
before u;, 

Man's life here is like a journey ; it has 
its beginning, it bas its terminus, and between 
its commencement and its termination, there 
are many stations, where we have been 
pulled up, tarried a little, and then we have 
been carried on again. Through what rivers 
of sorrow we have had to wade! What hills 
of trial to climb! What tunnels of dark
ness! anon what fields of hope! Still onward 
to the end, which must come soon. 

Eternity bas no terminus. It is an ever
lasting unfolding of the glories of God 
without any failure or prospect of finish. 

Earth and heaven are as different as pos
sibl v can be. You ask, "What know you 
of heaven?" 

We onlv know of heaven what God has 
promised,· what Christ has told us, what 
the Holy Ghost bas revealed, and a little of 
what the patriarchs, the prophets, the 
apostles, and the saints have rea!i..ed. Our 
enjoyments of heaven here appear little, but 
we believe all the Lord bath told us. " The 
things that differ" requi!-e investie:ation. 

C. W. B. 

KING'S CROSS.-El!ENEZER BAP
TIST CHAPEL. On Wednesday evening, 
April 25 our young brother Levinsohn 
preached 'to us th~ Word of life to a~ over
flowing congregation. Our prayer 1s that 
the Lord may bless his ministry abundantly. 
We are pleased to say the Lord is in our 
midst and is blessing the labours of our 
pasto; Mr. White. Three have come before 
the Church to tell what the Lord bath done 
for their souls through his instrumentality. 
There are others looking on and waiting. 
So we are constrained to thank our God lor 
peace and prosperity. Congregations _good. 
We have life in the pulpit and Hie m the 
pew. The Lord hatb done great things loo 
us, whel'of we are glad. To Him be all the 
praise. -JONAS .AMBROSE, 22, Upper 
North-street, King's-cross. 

CHALKSHIRE, BUCKS. -DEAR 
FRIEND c. W. BANKS,-1 am requested to 
thank the Lord for inclining you to come 
at our request, and help the little band at 
Chalkshire. It is much like the Lord who 

helps the poor and needy. Bless His name, 
though we are poor, yet He helpeth us, for 
His name's sake. The Lord reward you and 
all others that come here to minister from 
Sabbath to Sabbath. Our anniversary was 
May 9. The Lord brought our friend C. W, 
Banks to Chalk•hire in the fulness of Gospel 
truth. We had some earnest listeners from 
Askett, Risboro', Little Kimble, Avlesbury, 
Stoke, Weston Turville, and Wendover. 
Between the services we enjoyed the kind 
provisions of our God. Friends were cheerful. 
In the evening, Mr. F. G. Burgess, of 
Askett, read the Word and prayed. Our 
friends sang blessedly, then C. W. Banks 
poured out good things. Some said he 
spoke stronger than in days gone by, and 
said it was good to be there. Th us the 
happy seasons pass away. Friends parted 
with praising the Lord. We thank tl,em all 
very kindly for their presence and help. The 
Lord grant us many happy seasons, and spare 
the " Village Preacher" to help the causes of 
truth, poor ministers, and others. We have 
found him to be a helper. The Lord bless 
him abundantly. We lee! that we cannot 
spare him yet ; but the Lord can raise up 
His own servants, Let us pl'ay the Lord of 
the harvest to send forth men whore labours 
He will own and bless. So prays G. LANE 
Butler's-cross, near Tring. ' 

"SUPPLJES."-The thought is pressed 
upon us, Can nothing be done to benefit and 
really- help some of our good brethren who 
travel Sunday after Sunday to preach the 
Gospel to those 11JD"aU Churches who cannot 
obtain settled pastors. We have sat in 
the cottage with one of the most de
voted and honest men in our ranks. He is 
an agricultural labourer, much esteeme,I by 
his master, and beloved by the Chu, eh of 
which be is a member. For six days in a 
week he works hard enough all t1,e year 
round to wear up any man. Sunday morn
ing he is off early, walk, sometimes several 
miles; preaches three times ; receives a very 
very scanty pittance; then, th1'0ugh woods and 
muddy roads, under heavy raius, and starless 
nights, he ret'..rns to bis anxious wife and 
family, who ·have watched for hours the re
turn of the good bread-winner, whose clothes 
are wet and spoiled, whose strength is nearly 
exhausted, whose purse is almost empty, 
but whose family necessities demand that he 
rise early next morning, and ·for six long 
days earn his- bread really by the sweat of 
his brow. We ask, Can nothing be done for 
these most laborious men? We know much 
might be done. We will wait. Wiser men 
may suggest. Where they ha,•e collections 
so many miles apart they genel'ally starve tile 
preacher. Scotch people collect at the door 
as you J!"O in, 

t!TEPNEY.-" An Old Traveller" tells 
us, he believes "there is a good .WOl'k going 
on under brother Thomas t!teed's ministry 
at Wellesley-st. Thechapeliscrowded. The 
Church has greatly increased; ond constant 
fruits of the truth being received in life and 
love are produced. The Lord be praised
there are some living witnesses yet." 
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A YLESBURY.-Our supplementary or 
Baxterlnn tabernacle will soon be opened. 
It is large, near the church, and is sure to 
be filled. [What with?] The builders aud 
promoters of the tabernacle enterprise be
lieve there is more to be done by their 
preaching and praying than has ever 
been done in Aylesbury yet. We 
shall not dispute. We have four home 
thoughts: I. The Lord's counsel and pur
pose shall stand. 2. Christ's kingdom must 
grow. 8-. Ail who are experimentally saved 
by the Lord will be feelingly and practically 
anxious to see others saved in the Lord. 
4. Novelty and curiosity carry multitudes 
away by sensational streams; but God's 
truth will accc.mplish a glorious triumph in 
the end. Ail should be careful not to de
ceive the souls of their fellows. 

CHATHAM.-Monday, May 7, C. W. 
Banks- delivered an interesting lecture in 
Enon chapel on behalf of the building fund, 
the subject being, "The Triumph ol Grace 
over the Terrible Delusions of aoti-Chrbt." 
Our brother W. J. Norton presided. The 
lecture was listened to with pleasure and 
profit Our Churches would do well to have 
such truthful addresses delivered to them, for 
we live in most solemn and eventful times. 
May we heed the Great Master's admonitions, 
"Watch' unto prayer." "Be thou faithful 
unto death," &:c. We thank our God tor 
the kind Christian spirit with which He bas 
imbued our brother C. W. B., aud pray 
that he may still be fruitful in the Lord's 
vineyard till called home. - J. CASS E. 

DUNMOW.-DEAR BANKs,-1 am 
thankful _our cause of truth, called " the 
Ark," is growing steadily; peace and har
mony prevail in our midst. We have been 
greatly favoured with acceptable supplies 
both lrom town and country, whereby the 
hearts of the people have been made glart, 
and I humbly hope much good bas been 
done through the preaching ol Jesus. The 
Churt'b and congregation have kindly pre
sented to Mr. and Mrs. J. Burton a very hand
some set of plated tea and coffee service, for 
their untiring efforts to maintain and uphold 
the cause of truth in Dunmow; and we have 
reason to believe the Lord is cl'Owuiog their 
effort.II with His blessing, which is the prayer of 

A LITTLE ONE. 

A VISIT TO SA,\IUEL FOSTER. 
MY VERY DEAR BROTHER,-I tllank 

you for kind invitation to your thirty-third 
anniversary of the publishing of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL. I do t1·ust you may 
have a good gathering, not only of ministerial 
brethren, but the house of God filled with at
tentive hearers and hearts deeply interested 
in any movement that has for its object the 
glor.v of God, !xtensiol! of the Redeemer's 
kingdom, and 10gather1og of the outcasts of 
lsrnel. 

O how much is needed of the Master's 
spirit in the attainment of this in those who 
gather · but in none so much as in those 
who ~ His special rep1-esentatives in the 

world, or in the Church of God, which is the 
pillar and ground of the truth. It was love 
that moved Him towards us, the vilest of the 
vile: it must be love therefore that should cha
racterize each step taken in connection with 
the building up the walls of His precious 
Zion. I do pray that many of the faithful 
bard-working ministers may meet with you 
to strengthen your hands. 

Thirty-three years for one that can only 
claim the name of " Earthen " is a long 
time; and we know that its manager must 
often be conscious of its responsibilities. I 
am sure it needs much grace, much heavenly 
wisdom, and much true judgment to enable 
you to carry on such a work. 

Yesterday I visited our friend an1 brother 
in the faith, Samuel Foster, in his chamber 
of affliction; and to my surprise found bis 
devoted wife, and so long bis nurse, stretched 
on the same bed in weakness by bis side, from 
a severe attack of inflammation. A fort
night since they thought she was sinking 
into the arms of death, and now she is not 
able to leave her bed, yet are in hopes there 
is a turn for the better, and that she may be 
spared a little longer to her afflicted hus
band. I am thankful to say their minds are 
divinely supported in their trial; they have 
only one resting-place, and that may be 
summed up in this, Christ Jesus, their All in 
all. Your affectionate brother, ROBERT. 

Bridge, May 15, lil7i. 

LE ICES TE R.- DEAR BROTHER 
BANKS, - They have laid the deserted 
tabernacle of Thorpe :Smith in the cold earth 
to-day, but a friend was sadly disappointed. 
She went, out of love to tlle man, to see his 
funeral, hoping to hear something of his last 
end ; but as be wa;i buried on what they call 
the Church or consecrated side of cemetery, 
there was nothing but a cold, formal prayer. 
But it will not make any diff~rence to his 
soul's happiness or misery. If J e,us prayed 
for hu soul while here on earth, He has, 
undoubtedly, interceded for him in heaven 
(John xvii. 20; Heh. vii. 25). But ii Jesus 
did not pray for him while here on earth 
then ail the masses, incense, nor purgatori;;f 
fire on the earth, or under the earth, can 
make any difference to the position of the 
tree now it is fallen (Eccles. xi. 3). 

BLAKENHAM. - tlaptist chapel. On 
Whit-Monday, Mr. Charles Hill, of Stoke 
Ash, preached a sermon in the afternoon 
from Mark xvi. 15, on behalf of the Baptist 
Home Mission i after which a large number 
took tea. In tne evening a public meeting 
was held, Mr. Houghton, pastor, in the 
chair. Addresses by chairman, Mr. S. K. 
Bland and Mr. C. Hill, sec1·etaries of Home 
Mission; also by Mr. Kern, from Acts viii. 
5. Subject given Liim: Mi<siouary Theme, 
which he thought was Christ living, loving, 
and loved. He did not know of a better 
theme. A goodly number were present from 
Ipswich, and others places, ioclu<liog Mr. 
Deering, of Crowfield; Mr. Grimwood, of 
Cbaofleld; and Mr. Debenham, of Stow
market. 
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NORTH BRIXTON TABERNACLE
Fifth annil•ersar.v of Mr. Cornwell'spastor~te 
was on Good J:riday. About lO0friendspar
took tea, which number was considerably 
augmented in the evening, when Messrs. 
Lawren_ce1 J. Norton, J. Battson, and others 
gave e<l1f~•mg aderesses. Collections amounted 
to £10 9s. 6•1., and handed to J?astor who 
expressed his obligations to the -friends.' 

_BANGqR.-A most exciting scene was 
w1tn~ssed m renuel B,!'ptist chapel, Sunday 
e,·e_nmg, April 29, 1817, when Mr. Da,•ies 
deln·ere<l his ~a~ewell sermon to the people 
over whose spmtual welfare he had faithfully 
watched for seven years. The con11-reo-ation 
wept sorely over bis leaving them; but Liver
pool presented to him a more effectual door• 
and he goes in with the p1·a~·ers of many wh~ 
deeply lov_e him f?r that Christian spirit. for 
that devot10n to his work, and for that blessing 
which attended the same. We could but 
love the good man from e,·en the brief inter
course we were favoured to enjoy. 

OUR ARISTOCRACY.-A £1000 Bank 
of England note was presen led to Dr. 
Landells on his twenty-second anniversary 
at Reg-ent's-park chapel, May I, 1877. lt is 
marvellous what heaps of !(old are poured 
into the coffers of our liberal, free-will, and 
Open Communion societies and ministers. 
The" Liverpool Post" recently !(ave a critical 
review of Dr. Landells preacbinl( in Liver
pool last April, wherein it appeared that the 
Dr. is not carried away by the new theories 
which are taking the place of the grand old 
Gospel. We are thankful for an_v one who 
witnesses for the truth, but the anointing is 
the desideratum. 

Buc:i;:s.-" Long; Tboul(hts" must learn 
to prune. We did see 1be most upright 
pastor after be had seen his bil( brother safe 
off; but we must never intrude. The pub
lican said notbing to the Pharisee, althoul(h 
the Pharisee flung hot shot at the publican. 
Poor pu~lican ! be bad bis hurden - his 
broken heart-an<l all he could say was, 
'l God be merciful to me a sinner.'' 

OUR AGED MINISTERS.-" What can 
be done for those l(Ood men who, though 
never what is termed 'popular,' have faith
fully served the Church when required?" 
[We quite agree with Gardener Roberts, 
such men as Master Drake, W. Benford, 
and many others, should !,ave help in their 
last day•. We do all we can, but "union is 
strenl(th.") 

RESTING AND REFLECTINC. - An 
aged minister says, " Dear brother Banks, I 
resign the work of the Lord reluctantly, 
but the will ol the Lord be done. I am 
completely stripped of all human merit. 
Not a siugle mite of human good have I to 
present to Goe. Where is boasting theu? 
"'here is self-seeking, self-conceit1 self
glory, and all of s,,lt? It is in the ditch of 
human nature, out ol which the good Lord 

h_ath lifted me, naked, but the blootl anct 
rtg·hteousness of J e,us Christ is my " beau
te?u_s dress." My brother, is there not among 
!llmtsters 1yrnch of old nature? One glorying 
m one thmg, and another in another. I 
speak what I feel. How sweet when brought 
to this, " Let each esteem others helter than 
himself,'' "I am the least of nil saints.'" 
[Not many of this class really so.-Eo.] 

AN. Australian gentleman has been 
searching England through to sec if be could 
find the Gospel. He thinks A. B. Taylor, 
of Manchester, is the most thoughtful and 
careful.of the whole army. He travelled to 
Cambl'lilge to hear John Bunyan McCure. 
Al?s_! he was away. He heard Mr. P. W. 
Wtlhamson, and was so much interested in 
his ministry that he followed him to London 
and heard him several times in his owil. 
chapel. He mentions a few others, but finds 
the chapels all nParly empty, and our English 
pastors cold, and almost useless. We must 
not enter into judgment. He returns to 
Australia with a low estimate ol England. 

DAVID.-" Nevertheless, the lords favour 
thee not.'' "The princes have said He 
shall not go up with us" (1 .Sam. x;ix). 
Joshua Herbert is correct. It is exceedingly 
difficult to understnnrl where "Absolute 
Religion" is as Joseph Cook doth speak. 
Every man that bath it must know it for 
himself. But in every one who professeth 
to have it, it is often hard to be assured it is 
there. 

A WORD TO OUR YOUNG TIMOTHYS. 
-The Holy Ghost bestows far better gifts on 
men whom Christ sends into the ministry 
tha~ they are P?"-•essed of ·who cannot get 
up mto a pulpit to exhort a congregation 
for half-an-hour tOl(ether without notes. A 
lew scraps of paper have been found poor 
weapons al(ainst the strongholds of Satan in 
the work of the mini-try. The weapon; of 
ministers' warfa_re should be spiritual, not 
carnal. Premeditated forms of prei,ching are 
generally as powerless ns they are Se, ipture
less. What avails a matter elegantly dressed 
up, and elegantly served out, ii it be all 
out ol o;·der, respecting an experimental 
knowledge ol it in the preacher's heart? 
Sur,ly, if the preacher's heart was big with 
his mes~age, and his commission was wrote 
upon it, he would not be obliged every 
two minutes to have recourse to notes 
" Trust not to lour pen what your bead 
ha, manufacture , or )'Our fancy painted 
when you should be telling what God has 
engraved on your heart." 

l!tnf!Js. 

On April 2~, 1877,at Bury-St.-Edmunds In t.he 
72nd year of his age, Mr. James Howell, Baptist 
rujnist_cr, of BrudUeld-St.-George. 

A r1l 10th, at G2, Lower Marsh, Lambeth, 
Beatrice, the beloved child or William and 
Emily Cornell, aged 2 years. Interred at 
NunheacJ cemetery. 

On May 3rd, 1877, at his residence, !GO, New: 
\rose-road, S. ,1 Jtfr. Samuel Orowhurst, in thq 
77th year of his age. 



AFTER several weeks of continuous travelling and speaking, once 
more find myself in my little secluded study ; and, as if the 

"Good Shepherd" would cheer my heart, that exclamation came 
breathing through my soul," How precious also are Thy thoughts unto me, 
0 God ! How great is the sum of them." I had been reading letters 
from the North of England where the spiritual family of God are deeply 
afflicted by that censorious spirit, which is commonly expressed by a 
deceptive phrase, " That man preaches MY experience ! " 

Painfully turning from these into silent meditation, as I have said, 
with dewy tenderness the whisper was felt, "How precious also are Thy 
thoughts unto me, 0 God ! how great is the sum of them." In myself 
I said, If we all lived more habitually in the contemplation of the 
revealed thoughts of Almighty God, surely there would be more holy 
wrestlings in prayer, more burning love to the glorious Persons in the 
Godhead, more tender sympathy toward the lambs and bruised sheep in 
the fold of the Great Shepherd, more unfolding of the deep things of 
God in connection with the salvation of His people, more of the 
anointing of the ETERNAL SPIRIT, more piercings of hard hearts, more 
binding up of wounded souls, more cleansing of defiled consciences, 
more heavenly unity, more sacred peace, more godly prosperity, more 
Christ-likeness, more faith, hope, and charity in all our Churches, 
and more stability in the individual experiences of true beliernrs in our 
LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. . 

Our testimony will not be received by the rich rulers; nevertheless, 
we are solemnly persuaded that such ignorant presumption as is now 
flowing forth from the press and from the pulpits of a certain withering 
clique of writers and preachers, only tend to sink those Churches lower 
and deeper in darkness and in spiritual death. It is such a correct 
counterpart,, such an exact fulfilment of the Laodicean Church-state, 
that no anointed soul ·can fail to see its correctness. We hope there 
are yet some to whom it may be said, "Ye have an unction from the 
Holy One, and ye know all things." And such know right well the 
words in Rev. iii. 16, 17, are fearfully, faithfully, most grievously true 
of these times. Hear the Faithful and True Witness Himself: "Be
cause thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out 
of My mouth." This appears to be the awful state of many of those 
servants who suppose themselves "rich, increased in goods, and have 
need of nothing." We turn from this blighting view of things to a 
more spiritual atmosphere, wherein the peacefnl soul can exclaim, 
when it hears such thrilling sentences as Thomas Stringer poured out 
the other evening at Pimlico: "Oh, what an unspeakable mercy in t~e 
wilderness it is to have a BIBLE FULL OF CHRIST! a pulpit 
FULL OF CHRIST I a sermon FULL OF CHRIST I a prayer FULL 
OF CHRIST ! a- soul FULL OF CHRIST ! a REA VEN FULL OF 
CHRIST!" 

VOL. XXXIII.-JuLY, 1877. 0 
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"The Lord be praised," saith the sin-forgiven and Christ-adoring 
soul, "for such an exclamation. 'It is the voice of my Beloved, behold He 
cometh!''' 

This leads me back to Monday, June 4tb, when on Ripley-green. 
I sat under a tree, and pencilled down a thought or two in rough, like 
the following. I will give it simply as it came at the time. 

Ripley, Monday, June 4.-1 am always diffident about touching 
Solomon's Song. I am not certain that it is designed chiefly to be 
preached from. For God's people who live in holy fellowship with 
Christ, as their Great High Priest and A.dvocate with the Father, it is 
a precious book for c<;immunion. There are times, however, when my 
mind is led into some sentei;ices of Solomon's Song. Yest~rday, in the 
night and this morning, repeatedly it came to me, "The voice of 
the turtle is heard in our land." This word is connected with the 
Church's account of HOW Christ co.me to her ; WHAT He came for ; and 
of the arguments He used to win her over unto His invitation. See : 
1. The meaning of the metaphor, the " turUe." 2. The "voice of the 
turtle.'' 3. Where this voice is heard," in OUR LAND." 

Studying under a tree on Ripley-green, I am really forced into 
Solomon's Song. Well, it is of little consequence what part of the Bible 
you are led into. The subjects are the same. You may see the fall of 
man without coming into the Bible ; but when you come into the 
Bible, you will see it is Christ and His Church all through the Book. 
SALVATION BY Hm:, and ultimate glory with Him. Here is a prophecy of 

· THE MANNER OF Ca&1s1•'s Co:r,u~m 
into His mediatorial state ; for all through the Old Testament dis
pensation the Church heard the voice of her Beloved ; and this "Song 
of Songs" is both historic and prophetic. 

Where wa.& the Church brought to when, !ibe cried out, " It is the 
voice of my Beloved I " She tells you, " He brought me to the ban
queting house" -into a full view and enjoyment of assurance of in
terest in the covenant of grace ; the Scriptures being opened, the ordi
nances found to be happy foretastes, the promises furnishing a rioh repast, 
and His complex Person a glorious A.rk of safety from all the terrible 
anxieties and fears of a law and sin-condemned state, and from dark 
soul-trouble. Here she sat and reviewed the Redeemer's manner of 
coming from the earliest dawn of this world's existence. 

In every age she now beard His voice. 
For the first 2,000 years the earth went into mourning on account 

of the Fall. His voice was not much beard in that dark time after the Fall 
came in. Oh, what a period of blackness and hardness, of iniquity and 
desolation was the antediluvian age! My mind was led the other 
morning ~ think upon the seven awful outcomings of Satan's introduc
tion of sin in the garden of Eden. 

Sinner ! professor ! moral man ! proud Pharisee ! hardened doctrinal 
disputer ! impenitent ones of every sort ! think ye of the seven awful 
plagues which the Fall brought in. 

1. Expulsion from the garden, driven clean out, as if cast away for ever. 
2. The sentence of death, of sorrow, and toil all through life; and 

to all out of Christ the power of the second death. 
3. The flaming sword turning every way. 
4. That destructive Flood. 
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5. The burning mountain of Sinai, with thunderings and lightnings, 
and a terrible tempest. 

6. The awful Judgment, with "Depart, ye cursed." 
7 . .A dreadful hell for all who die in sin and out of Christ, having 

no God, no hope in the world. 
The Church heard but little of Christ's voice in all that sin-drowning 

period of time, which ran from the Fall to the call of Abraham. No ! 
the 1larth was in mourning, the people were wallowing in sin, and 
God appeared to have retired into repenting grief that He had ever 
made man at all. 

The SoN of Goo, however, was not dumb nor dead. There was one 
man even then on the earth to draw Him out. "Enoch walked with 
God." That implies, Enoch could not find any on the earth to walk 
with ; and he so loved God that the whole force of his soul was toward 
God ; and the LORD was so well pleased with this devoted man that He 
·« toolc him; " and he was no more-nowhere-any longer on earth to be 
found. 

Then came the determination, " I will destroy man whom I have 
·created from the face of the earth. "But "-such a turning. "But" 
-we have not met with. this before-behold ! here is another man 
walking with God. Jehovah never has left Himself without a WITNESS 
on the earth yet. So here it is said, "But Noah found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord." "Noah was a just man ; and Noah walked with 
God." And here, even here-yes, concerning this first melancholy long 
age of 2,000 years of the world's existence-the Church cried out :-

" The voice of my Beloved, behold He cometh." 
And His voice here was typical of better things to come. 
First, it was A COMMANDING VOICE, "Make thee an ark of gopher 

wocd," &c. This command had two things with it ( as the Gospel 
bath) ; first, a declaration to the wicked of destruction ; secondly, a 
promise of establishing a covenant of safety to righteous Noah and his 
family. This voice of her Beloved the Church has heard in ancient 
times. "With thee will I establish MY COVENANT; and thou SHALT 
COME INTO THE ARK." There had been from all eternity "a council 
of peace " between the FATHER and the SoN ; and a covenant of grace 
had been established with the covenant-Head ; and the promise that He 
and all His redeemed should come into the Ark of safety and of salva
tion had been ratified and sealed long before the "mountains or the 
hills appeared." 

Oh, how my soul doth delight herself in that revelation which the 
ETERNAL SoN OF GoD giveth us in Proverbs: "The LORD possessed 
ME in the beginning of His way, before His works of old. I was 
SET UP from everlasting, or ever the earth was.'' 

Brethren in the ministry, have you, by the SPIRIT OF GOD, ever 
been led into that sacred, that sublime, that holy demonstration of 
the doings of the ANCIENT OF DAYS, so plainly written in Proverbs 
viii. from its beginning to its end. It commences with WISDOM 
crying and UNDERSTANDING putting forth her voice; it continueth to 
unfold the highest and deepest mysteries of the kingdom ; it sheweth 
clearly the co-equal, the co-eternal, yet distinct Personality of HIM who 

by the FATHER callr.d "My Servant whom I uphold ; MINE ELECT 
in whom My soul delighteth." It closes with promises of blessings to 
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those who hear, and watch, and wait for HIM ; and with a direful pro
clamation of peril to all who hate Him. He emphatically pronounceth 
the doom of such as live and die in enmity to the exalted Lamb of God, 
the adorable Prince of Peace, " the chiefest_ among ten thousand, the 
altogether lovely ; " He saith, " All they that hate Me love death.'' 

And doth not the Holy Ghost by John furnish us with two exposi
tions of this " hating Me ? " " Every one that loveth Him t,hat begat, 
loveth him also that is begotten of Him.'' · Again, "We know that we 
have passed from death unto life because we love the btethren. He 
that loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer." 

How can I sufficiently beseech and entreat of you all who make 
much profession of your love to Christ to think impartially, to ponder 
o,er prayerfully, that comprehensi,e and conclusive sentence of the 
Divine Teacher by John (1st epistle, chap. iv. 20), "If a man say, 
I love God, and hateth his brother, HE IS A LIAR ; for he that 
lo,eth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom 
he hath not seen? This commandment have we from Him that be who 
lo,eth God love his brother also." Where that host of pretending lovers 
of God will one day be found who would practically destroy those whom 
Christ bath espoused, it is not my province to declare. The smooth 
hypocritical gauze, and the rough garments of "faithfulness to the 
truth," will one day be torn off. WHERE, THEN, WILL YOUR 
GUILTY SOULS BE FOUND? 

'' The voice of the Beloved" in Noah's time was inviting and 
securing; but my limits this month are exceeded. I must shut up my 
farther notes until a kind Providence permit a few more lines to come 
from your servant in the faith, CH.AR~ES WATERS BANKS. 

9, Banbury-road, South Hackney, June 7, 1877. 

A CAREFUL OUT-LOOK UPON THE REAL SIGNS 
OF OUR TIMES. 

Substance of a Discourse at Speldkurst Road l'kapel, 

BY J. VAUGHAN, MINISTER OF TRINITY CHAPEL, HACKNEY, 
MAY 21, 187_7. 

"And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of 
the times, to know what Israel ought to do ; the heads of them were two hundred; 
and all their brethren were at their commandment."-! Chron. xii. 32. 

"TO everythinu- there is a season, and a time for every purpose under 
heaven." How blessed for the child of God to be enabled feel

inglv and experimentally to say with the Psalmist, "My times are in 
Thy• hands.'' The language of our text implies,-

1.-There are certain hme.~ to be known. 
Cycles, years and days go to make up that portion of the one eternity 

known to us as time. This is in condescending adaptation to our finite 
minds, seeing with our covenant God there is no past and future, but one 
et~rnal now, whose foot-tracks are discoverable on every side, while He 
Himself remains unseen. For "who by searching can find out God? 
who can understand the Almighty to perfection?" whose centre is 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 201 

1iverywhere, but whose limits are undiscoverable. This time-state, with 
its varying times or periods, embracing all events and circumstances 
-co\mected with the Church's gathering and consolidation, with all the 
minor affairs of nations, and the minute · details of individuals, goes to 
prove, according to the language of a certain writer, that 

" There is a Providence that shapes our ends, 
Rough hew them as we ma;r." 

As citizens we look upon the surrounding visibility of men and things, we 
weigh them in oiir judgment, and arrive at certain conclusions while in 
process; but the ultimate outcome in many instances proves so unlike 
our foregone conclusions that we are constrained to admit results have 
proved contrary to our expectations. Human nature is naturally proud 
(not liking to confess a mistake in these matters), and tries, as it were, to 
justify these apparent discrepancies between ideas and facts, that certain 
contingencies and unlooked-for conditions having arisen, will account 
for their judgment now proved at fault, and the antagonistic results; 
but the child of God is privileged to possess and enjoy the advantage of 
a. higher stand-point than human judgment, which is ever liable to err;
and by that principle of faith which distinguishes God's elect, we who 
have been quickened with Christ are with Him raised and made to sit 
in the heavenlies ; and in this exalted state we are made conversant with 
the fact that our covenant God bath declared, " The Lord of hosts bath 
sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass ; and as 
I have purposed, so shall it stand." "For every purpose of the Lord shall 
be performed against Babylon." What, then, are we to learn? but that 
the counsel of tb,!l enemy shall be brought to nought, and that the Word 
of the Lord, settled in the heavens, shall stand fast for ever. The con
tinuance of Babylon is in direct opposition to the Divine purpose; man's 
natural religiousness tries to force the world into the Church-while the 
Divine working is to fulfil the purposes of election by gathering, building, 
and consolidating a Church out of the world, a witness for Himself, a 
bride for Christ, and a temple of the Holy Ghost. 

Too often religion is mistaken for godliness ; but they do not 
necessarily belong to each other. Religion is taken from a word whose 
root signifies "to put on." Man may choose his religion according to his 
taste, and wear it as a garb to be seen and admired by man, but vital 
godliness is that which is pnt in the inward parts by the sovereign and 
invincible operation of God the eternal Spirit. The former, like the 
gilding of the idols of the Chaldeans, has all the glory externally, while the 
fatter, being a Divine light enkindled within man's renewed nature, shines 
forth in manifestation of the Divine indwelling, and an incontrovertible 
proof that "There is not anything too hard for the Ln•·d." Thus the 
revealed Word opened and applied by the Living W01 we read in His 
li&'ht the fact that all these things must be so, "tl1 , the Scriptures 
might be fulfilled." This leads us to consider 

II .-The signs of the present. 
We are not forbidden to prosecute inquiries here, but we are f?r

bidden to fix dates. Men who do this, discover an amount of temerity 
.and presumptuous disobedience that discovers either the solemn fact that 
the fear of God is noL before their eyes," or, if so, to have the eyes of 
men directed to themselves is of greater importance in their estimation. 
Where God has no voice, we should not desire an ear; His silence 
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deserves our attention as well as His revelation. Well would it be for
many who profess to be followers of the meek and lowly JESUS to weigh 
well the inspired words of Moses: " Secret things belong unto the Loro. 
our God, but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our
children." If we look at the signs national that are visible to any carefnl 
observer, are there not evidences abundant that the judgments of the 
Lord are abroad in the earth? If we cross the Atlantic, and mark the 
wide-spread distress and privation endured by that boastful people with 
forest fires, invading locusts and colerado beetles, thus throwing contempt 
upon the not-long-since presumptuous boast of the . power of "th~
almighty dollar." If we turn our attention to the hordes of China with 
its fearful famine, our dependencies ·in India suffering in like manner, 
Japan in throes of revolution, or, if we come nearer home, we find two
foul tyrannies-Turkey and Russia-in conflict, potsherds contending 
with the potsherds, the ministers of retributive justice to each other for 
their long list ofcrimes against laws human and Divine; a war that has 
commenced under the hypocritical pretence of the interests of religion~ 
but who can describe its limits, or fix its boundary, saying, "Hitherto, 
but no farther?" 

Looking to the nations of Europe generally, incipient revolution, 
ccmmercial embarrassment, distress, and apprehensions of war are among 
the signs visible. If we regard.signs political, we see in the entangle
ments, chaos and bitter antagonism of party spirits. How wide-spread the 
influence and extensive the ramifications of the Jesuits, who to effect their 
diabolical purposes, and carry out their schemes for the restoration of the 
temporal power of their puppet, the Pope, they would plunge the nations 
of the earth into cruel war and bloodshed (part of their scheme being to 
form a confederacy between this nation, France, Spain, Belgium, Austria, 
3nd Mohammedan Turkey, against Germany, Italy, and Russia). Yes! 
these plotters against the welfare of the peoples would " cry havoc, and 
let loose the dogs of war " for the purpose of destroying liberty, moral 
progress, and exalting on the ruins of social order and good government 
the crushing incubus of a soul-destroying, Gospel-silencing, God-dis
honouring Ecclesiastical despotism. 

If we consider the times :financially and materially, how much we 
.find here to awaken our fears, and to make us tremble for consequences !. 
Our commercial prosperity appears rapidly on the wane, and business 
inte~rity is among the things of the past. The morality of the
Exchange, the market, and the counter have undergone a vicious change 
and deterioration. Capital and labour-no longer working harmoniously, 
reciprocating their mutual advantages-are now arranged in hostility 
one against the other. What with unrighteous confederacies, leading to 
labourers' strikes on the one hand, and employers' lock-outs on the 
other, each appears in the character of an Ishmael: "His hand against 
every man, and every man's hand against his." How contrary and op-
posed to the breathings of that pure spirit of peace, "Behold, how good 
and how pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!" and 
to think the arbitrary spirit of confederated employers, and the fraticidal 
policy of the masses are alike fomented by, and urged on to the crisis by 
the wicked followers and descendants of Ignatius Loyala. These are 
the secret wire-pullers from the most exalted to the most obscure mem
bers of society. 
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And if we regard the signs theological, can we find any one 
satisfactory feature? The efforts of the Ultramontanes making them
selves felt, and their pallid faces and shaven crowns obtruding 
themselves in the most unexpected manner, and often in the most 
unlikely places. In the Establishment-professedly the bulwark of 
Protestantism-is now really the legally appointed and State-endowed 
channel to flood our country with the pestiforous doctrines and 
diabolical practices of Romauism I Nar are our Nonconforming sects 
beneath its notice or beyond its manipulating power. Ritualism and 
Rationalism, N eology or superstition alike serre their evil purpose ! 
Division and strife are their watchwords; and the zealous compliance 
therewith is worthy of a better cause. Even Presbyterianism (perhaps 
the most conservative of denominations) is breaking away from its 
ancient moorings, and spoilers inside are trying to remove the old land
marks. Truly another John Knox is wanted! 

And because materialism (no spirit) and pantheism (all God) is too 
plain, our vocabulary is not sufficiently copious, another word must be 
forged-men not being honest enough to use the old well-understood 
words of scepticism, infidelity, or atheism, but we must now have 
Agnosticism to increase the number, with its wondrous meaning, " God 
unknown" or "unknowable." Again the old Universalist scheme is 
vamped up afresh, under the new title of "The Larger Hope." This 
again is assailed in turn by the burning-out theory, or, in other words, 
the annihilation of the ungodly, while the gross materialistic views of 
some professors deny the departed believers immediate bliss, by doom
ing the soul, redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, and made 
partaker of eternal life by the regenerating power and grace of God 
the Holy Ghost, to an intermediate state of unconscious sleep; if such 
are referred to Christ's own promise to the dying thief, wrong punctua
tion is the loophole of escape; while-the comma between Paul's" Absent 
from the body, and to be present with the Lord," may be days or 
thousands of years; and this all that reading will do for us, and being 
abreast of the age. Alas ! alas ! better with Jeremiah " ask for the good 
old paths." 

What! and has it come to this, after onr boasted advancement and 
wonderful progressiveness, and nineteenth century enlightenment? Have 
we been, after all, instead of moving onwards, only sailing in a circle, 
and met again with the Athenians of the apostle's times, who had erected 
~n altar to the unknown God? Again, if the so-called religious effort& of 
the day be tested by the Word of God, and weighed in the balances of 
the sanctuary, can we feel satisfied with the result? Look at tlie schemes 
and contrivances put forth under the name of revival efforts. If it was 
not for its apparent solemnity-that men can be so strangely deceived 
and deceiving as to think they are doing God service, and benefiting the 
souls of men by resorting to such strange mountebank tricks, it would 
hfl positively ludicrous. Here are men who, according to their own 
statement, have been criminals, instead of standing merely as saved sin
ners, observing a becoming reticence concerning the past, actually glorying 
in their shame; and instead of the calm majesty of a free-grace Gospel, as 
proclaimed by the Divinely qualified and sent servant of God, we ha_ve 
the discordant notes of a badly-played violin or other instru~ent, with 
the accompanying shrieks and violent contortions of an hysterical female, 
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as necessary to entice a congregation, who are to be bribed with teas and 
outings, and converted by sensational stories and exciting scenes. It has 
been said, concerning many of these nondescripts, " whether in the body 
or out of the body we cannot tell;'' one thing is certain, they are not in 
the unity of the Spirit. How unlike are all these fleshly contrivances to 
the apostle James' description of the heavenly wisdom: he tells us, "It 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated; full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality (margin, wrangling), and 
without hypocrisy." If the apostle Paul had to write the history of the 
present time, religiously considered, instead of prophesying concerning 
1t some 1820 years since, could he have been more exactly descriptive of 
what is actually passing around us than we find recorded in 1 Tim. v. 1-
3, and 2 Tim. iii. 1-8? This brings us to consider 

III.-The importance of a rightunderstandi"ng of the times. 
Our Lord gave the Pharisees credit that they weresufficientlyobservant 

of the signs premonitory of certain kinds of weather, according to the 
appearance and conditions of the clouds, yet He upraids them-" 0 ye 
hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky, but can ye not discern the 
.signs of the times? " They professed great reverence for Moses and the 
prophets, yet wilfully misrepresented their teachings. The times that 
were then passing over them were pregnant with signs, but they under
stood them not, or utterly disregarded them. The times that are 
passing over us are solemnly significant, and full of portentous auguries, 
yet men regard not the operations of God's hand: "Therefore the anger of 
the Lord is kindled against His people, and He bath stretched forth His 
hand against them, and hath smitten them . . . for all this His anger 
is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.'' 

What, then, should be our attitude, seeing the days are evil? We 
are not left in doubt, thanks be unto our God and Father in Christ, seeing 
the Holy Ghost bath inspired Paul to tell us, "The eyes of your under~ 
standing (heart) being enlightened, that ye may know what is the hope 
of His calling" (Eph. i. 18); and again in the fifth chapter, 14 to 17th 
verses inclusive. John also, in his 1st Epistle ( chap. ii. 20, 27), points 
out our possession, privileges, and advantages. Let us make full use of 
them; the Church of Christ has long been in a lethargic state; a 
Laodicean coldness has benumbed her; itiR that solemn day, neither light 
nor dark ; false doctrine has been permitted, worldly conformity has been 
indulge9,, pride and contention hath been within her borders, a cruel 
and unbrotherly spirit has discovered itself, and in many parts of Zion 
could she not put forth the cry "Woe is me for my hurt ! my 
wound is grievous; but I said, Truly it is a grief, and I must bear it 
• . . for the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the Lord" 
(Jer. x. 19-21). We notice 

IV.-Spirilual knowledge gives a commanding influence. 
These men of Issachar were but a small minority as regards num

bers yet all their brethren were at their commandment. Truly, it might 
be ;aid concerning them, " Knowledge is power ;" mind is superior to 
matter it is the brain that exercises the masterful and controling power 
over m~scle. Sanctified intelligence is the highest manifestation of mental 
force; by faith, it rises to the throne of universal govern~e_nt, and from 
Jehovah's stand-point beholds the fulfilment _of the I>mne purpose, 
claims as Father Him who rules among the armies of heaven and over 
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the inhabitants of the earth. By believing prayer not only gaining the 
ear of the Lord of Sabaoth, but moving the arm of Omnipotence; it 
holds the key by the girdle of troth, which enables its possessor to open 
the secret of the Lord, and rejoice in His covenant. It looks through 
and beyond all the turmoils and confusion of the present Babylonish 
state to the bliss of the J erosalem above, the city of peace. 

We are not satisfied with the outer court worship, where men of 
flesh and spirit mingle, but we pass into the holy place, where, with our 
brother priests, we eat the shewbread, and mingle our prayers with the 
prevalent intercession of Obrist that rises fro::n the golden altar; but 
even this ·does not satisfy the living soul: we pass through the veil into the 
holy of holies, where no light natural or artificial illuminates, but the 
heavenly shekinah beams forth effolgently, above the blood-besprinkled 
ark. In that light we bask, in that presence we are absorbed, the blessing 
of God is realized, and by happy heartfelt experience we know what it is 
to be filled with the Spirit. 

Yes, dear tried child of God, fearing and doubting how it may be 
with thee, it will be well ; seeing thy ignorance, you will Jong for the 
wisdom which is from above; feeling thy weakness, you will long for the 
Strength of Israel. The world proving unsatisfying, nothing short of 
heaven will content thee-even Christianity will not suffice ; Christ and 
Obrist only in His person, offices, work, and righteousness will meet thy 
case. Yes, my brother, a knowledge of Satan's devices enables you to 
defeat them; knowledge of thyself will prevent your falling into the 
folly as well as the sin of trusting in thine own heart; knowledge of the 
world will prevent us trying to find our solace there; a knowledge of the 
flesh will prevent us making that our arm. Knowledge of God brings 
peace, to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 

SKETCH OF THE LATE JAMES WELLS. 
(Continued j,·0111 page 182.) 

[We have read, with feelings most acute, and with weeping sympathies, the 
following notes, which we trust will be perused with as much sacred and truly 
sanctifying influences as we have realised. Thousands are now springing np in the 
numerous and diverse sections of our provincial Churches, who have heard "strange 
things about the late Mr. James Wells;" hence we believe a comprehensive history 
of his life, labours, letters, and works, would be useful in overcoming some of thos<' 
cruel, ugly, and unfounded prejudices which have been the cause of so much mis
chief all through the country. We have, in heart and in our home, many things to 
say of this extraordinary man.-ED.] 

CHAPTER II. 
"And onward still he went, in calm assurance 

That God would needful help and iruidance lend, 
That strength would come for every day's endurance, 

Grace all the way, and glory at the end." 

THAT our late esteemed friend was greatly honoured in instrument
ally leading hundreds of sin-mildewed men and women from off 

the dark and devious pathway of sin, to the foot of the cross, we most 
thoroughly believe. That by his instrumentality, also, thousands of 
anguish-riven hearts were comforted, we cheerfully and gratefully admit: 
but at the same time we fearlessly assert, that had he not " cribbed, 

p 
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cabined, and confined" himself so much, bis usefulness would perhaps 
have been much greater. For some years we think he yielded too much 
to influences which caused him to stand too much aloof from several 
great organisations to which, with his peculiar talents, be might have 
afforded very valuable aid. We may also remark here, that it was a 
great pity that he enunciated his peculiar views respecting the woman 
of Jericho, in such a manner as to cause several valued friends to give 
him the cold shoulder. The way, however, in which some of his old 
professed friends treated him after his celebrated Rahab sermon, is 
deserving of the severest possible reprehension. Those men forgot the 
primordial law of the Church, so clearly enunciated by the great Redeemer. 
Instead of privately remonstrating with him, they treated him as if he 
had been a heretic and a sha,m, and turned from him with something like 
disdain. Notwithstanding this, he clung to what he believed to be truth; 
and-

., Firm as an iron pillar strong, 
Stedfast as a wall of brass," 

he remained, whilst the storm of human displeasure raged wildly around 
him, and the spacious house in which he ministered the Word of life 
continued to be well filled with hearers, who seemed greatly to enjoy his 
effective efforts for the promotion of their welfare. This state of things 
continued until that disease gripped him, which proved, after many 
months of severe suffering, to be a fatal one. 

A very short time before he was laid aside from his beloved employment, 
some of the friends connected with the Surrey tabernacle, who had joined the 
Total Abstinence movement, united together to present him with a solid 
silver tea-urn, and a beautifully written address. One active friend of 
the movement made him acquainted with what they wished to do, and 
the following extract from a letter he sent to that friend, will make 
known what he thought of the Temperance movement:-

" Right glad to my heart am I that such lines can be _written i it 
does great credit to the Surrey tabernacle. It (Total Abstmence) 1s a 
principle and a practice I shall ever feel bound to honour and encourage 
as well I may, for I believe, speaking after the manner of men, I should 
have been in my grave long ago but for Total Abstinence. I am, there
fore, greatly pleased to find that we have at the Surrey tabernacle a 
company of noble-minded men and women, who can be, and are Total 
Abstainers." 

Arrangements were made, after the letter I have given an extract 
from was received, for the urn, &c., to be presented to him at a public 
meeting to be held in Exeter hall, his own spacious chapel not being 
granted by the managers for the presentation. Why, I know not, 
except it was that they were afraid the advocacy of Teetotalism would 
rksecraf,e ·the building! 

When the Committee, at a considerable expense, had secured Exeter 
hall, for the presentation to be made_ in, they requested their secretary 
to invite me to take part in the meetrng, and I had to travel about 900 
miles in order to do so, and that in the depth of winter. 

On reaching London, I was grieved to hear that my late friend had 
been attacked by a disease which wo~ld pr~vent hi~ from being present 
with us. I went down at once to bis r~s1dence, m company with my 
son-in-law, to see him, prior to the meetmg ; and found him suffering 
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so severely that he could not bear the excitement of a personal interview. 
A lady relative came from his chamber of suffering into the parlour, and 
delivered me the following message:-" Mr. W. desires me to give his 
best love to you, and is sorry he cannot bear the excitement of a personal 
interview to-day, but he wishes you to represent him at the public 
meeting." On reaching the hall, I found another person had been 
appointed to do what he wished me to do ; I therefore contented myself 
with delivering an address, after which I was obliged to return to 
Scotland, without seeing him at all. I was, however, regularly informed 
of his state and condition during those sixteen months of suffering he 
passed through, before he was- ~ 

" Called from exile home." 

During those sixteen months his sufferings were frequently terribly 
severe, both in body and mind. Of him it might have been said, as of 
another illustrious man who wore himself out in his great Master's 
service,-

"Sorrow was all his soul, they scarce perceived, 
But by the groans he uttered, that he lived." 

Some time befo~e the" golden bowl was broken at the fountain," the 
dark clouds which had hovered around his mind passed away for ever, 
and all his utterances afterwards fully proved that he was ready to pass 
up to that rity of "many mansions," where no dark clouds will ever 
gather, no raging tempests howl, no malignant foes assail, no pains 
distress, no sorrows lacerate the heart, no flesh and sin annoy, and no 
tears bedim the eyes; but where all will be rapture and rest, freedom 
and fruition, purity and peace, gladness and glory for ever. 

When the news of his departure from earth reached me, I was 
labouring in the far North of Scotland, in behalf of one of the most 
God-honoured organisations existing in Great Britain, the Scottish 
Temperance League. Oh, how I regretted then that I had not been 
able to see him before he unloosened his sandals, and laid down his 
pilgrim-staff. All I could then say was,-

"Herald, pastor, saint, adieu, 
Thou hast burst thy prison, 

Passed yon arch of sapphire hue, 
To salvaticn risen. 

Thy ecstatic flight I trace, 
On seraphic pinions, 

Through the nameless worlds of space, 
To the Lamb's dominions." 

A few of his last utterances may be profitably inserted here. 
A short time before his death he said, "I shall have a~undant 

entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Sa""" Jesus 
Obrist." On another occasion he said, "The truth I have preached 
forty years I steadily abide by." " The finished mediatorial work of 
Christ is a subject very dear to my heart." '' I withdraw not one 
Gospel truth I have advanced, bless the Lord.'' "The work of the 
Holy Spirit is dearer to me than ever." " Some expressions I have used 
in my mode of address may have been mi·simderstood (notably what he 
said respecting Rahab); but God knew my meaning." 

Many more remarks expressive of his strong love to God and truth 
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fell from his lips, before all connected with his life's struggles was "over 
and done," which I have not space to introduce. 

On the "day of all the week the best," March 10th, 1872, he became 
much worse, and a few minutes before he heaved his last sigh, he said 
to a dear friend who was with him, " Lift me up, brother ; a little higher;. 
a lit.tle higher." He did so, and in his arms he passed-

" Out of his last home, dark and cold, 
Up to a city paved with gold; 
From the silence that falls on sin and pain, 
To the deathless joys of the angels' strain. 
Well was completed what grace begun
Out of the shadows into the sun." 

On March 20th, thousands followed him to the cemetery in which his. 
last and best bed-room had been prepared for him, and made great 
lamentation over him. The brethren J.B. McCure, C. W. Banks, W. 
Crowther, the venerable Thomas Jones, and Mr. Hatton (of Red-hill) 
officiated at his funeral. 

At his grave a multitude of friends who had lingered around it until 
eventide, left him- . 

" Softly to lie, and sweetly to sleep, 
Low in the ground," 

until the eyelids of ~hat glorious morning shall be opened, when

" A King, in kingly beauty, 
Such as earth has never known, 

Shall assume the righteous sceptre, 
Claim and wear the holy crown. 

Then earth's barren vales shall blossom. 
Putting on their robe of green; . · 

And a fairer, purer Eden 
Be where only wastes have been. 

Where a blessed world shall brighten, 
Underneath a bluer sphere ; 

And a softer, gentler sunshine 
Shed a healing splendour here. 

Where the faded flowers shall freshen, 
Freshen never mom to fade ; 

Where the shaded sky shall brighten, 
Brighten never more to shade." 

On the dav of his funeral I was nearly 500 miles from _London. 
Earnestly did i desire to pass over tho~e. miles, in ?rder to see the 
Christian hero laid to rest. Had that pnVIlege been mme, I would have 
said to the multitude present on the occasion, in the words of Bossuet, 
" To whatever extent some of you may have enjoyed his confidence, 
come and look into his grave. Mingle your prayers with your tears, 
and, whilst admiring thfs once her~ic man, t~ and preserve the remem
brance that his goodness equalled his courage. 

"And while his absence you deplore, 
'Tis for yourselves to weep; 

Though you behold his face no more, 
In peace his ashes sleep. 

Come, o'er his grave now lift the eye, 
He is not dead, he could not die. 
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He is not dead, he could not die, 
To nobler life new born ; 

He looks in pity from the sky, 
Upon a world forlorn, 

Where glory is but dying fame, 
And immortality a name." 

:209 

" I would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 
,are asleep, that ye sorrow not as others who have no hope, for even so 
them that sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him." 

"Of a surety he has joined the happy, honoured choir, who are 
hymning the praises of the crucified One in heaven." . We leave his body 
fa the grave, cheered by the conviction that-

" Corruption, earth, and worms, 
Will but refine his flesh ; 

Till his triumphant spirit comes, 
To put it on afresh." 

( To be concluded in our next.) 

A. LI'l'TLE PEPPER FOR THE POPE A...W HIS PETS. 
BY MR. THOM.AS BRADBURY. 

OUR LORD says in Ezekiel xxxiv., " So will I seek out My sheep, and 
will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in 

the cloudy and dark day." And where will He assemble them ? Into one 
locality, into one spot of the earth, as in Old Testament days, when the 
tribes went up to worship at Jerusalem ? No, no, but according to that 
precious prophecy of Jacob: " The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
nor a law-giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come, and to Him 
shall the gathr!!ring of the people be ; '' the assembling of the people shall 
be to Him. Where is this glorious Him ? Where ? See ! " Where 
two or three are gathered," not where two er three meet; but a,re 
gathered by the power of the Holy Ghost, and by the all-attracting. 
charms of the Lord Jesus Christ. " Where two or three are gathered 
•together, there am I in the midst.'' It is nbt to this mountain, not to 
this or that consecrated spot ; no, not to the communion table, which 
so-called priests or presu.mers style the altar, the most abominable and 
filthy place in the whole church, a place of blasphemy, where awful 
imposition is practised ; for you may depend upon it, that no greater 
impostors live in our day than those wretched creatures called clergymen, 
who arrogate to themselves the right and title of sacrificing priests. 
Pretty clergymen they are too I What is the meaning of the word ? 
·God's lot, God's heritage, God's chosen-that is, God's people-a scat
tered people assembled round the person of a crucified and risen Head ; 
yet this worldly and carnal priesthood, in the face of the oath which they 
took on their knees before God and their bishop, presume to a sacrificial 
position, arrogating to themselves what God has ignored. But how 
blessed it is to turn away from all this, to know that in all places where 
Jesus' name is recorded by the Holy Ghost, there His heart and His eye 
.shall be perpetually.-0rove Chapel Pupit. 
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FROM THE DARKNESS OF JUDAISM TO THE LIGHT 
AND LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF MR. ISAAC LEVINSOHN, 
Now A PREACHER OF THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS. 

(Continued j,·om page 178.) 

CHAPTER XIX. 
RETL"RNS Back to His Jewish Friends-Promises Them Never to go to Mr. 

~tern Any More-S~nb Into Deeper Soul Trouble, and in Greater Alarm Than 
Ever-Returns Agam to Mr. Stern-Enters the Wanderer's Home-Receives 
Letter in A.nswer to His Prenously Sent to His Home. 

AFTER this, I went to see my Jewish friends, and said, ".I return 
again, and would, therefore, go on learning the trade I commenced to 

learn." My friends accepted me again on the conditions that I never 
went to, nor had anything to do with, Mr. Stern, nor with any of his 
agents, which I promised to do. 

I then ~t once moved my residence and gave up going to Mr. 
Stern. But, all the time wherein I left Mr. Stern, I was very 
miserable. Every now and then the words came to me, "What doest 
thou here, Elijah?" All the first night I had no sleep, but thinking of 
the awful condition of my soul, and the awful doom that awaits every 
sinner. About ten days and nights I was in a wretched state. - Could 
not sleep in the night; and in the day I often burst out crying when at 
work. My Jewish friends pronounced me mad. 

I then left my work undone, and ran to see Mr. Stern. When 
I saw him, I noticed him smile ; and he then asked me my request. 
I informed him of my feelings, &c., and that my Jewish friends had 
pronounced me mad; and he very kindly said, " Never mind, the God 
of heaven will satisfy your soul." 

I then asked Mr. Stern, "What must I do to be saved?" and the 
answer was," Believe in the Messiah!" Then he said to me," You 
must be born again." " What ! be born again ? How can I be born 
again?" Mr. Stern then induced me to wait, and expressed his 
certainty that I would be a follower of Messiah, the Lord of life and 
glory. I took Mr. Stem's advice, and as he recommended me to enter 
the Wanderer's Home,* I did so, and there I sacrificed every minute of 
mv time studying the Holy Writ. Several learned inquirers who were 
i11 the Home helped me very much in answering me all objections. 
During my stay in the Home I had continual correspondence with my 
father. The answer my father wrote t9 my previous letter is as the 
following:-

To MY SOUL-BELOVED CHILD IsAAc,-Since I heard from you last, 
my soul has been full of fear that you may be influenced by the 
eloquence and wisdom of men which will lead you astray. Whilst I 
am glad you are inquiring after knowledge_ and truth, yet I feel that 
the dangerous doctrines taught by many might lead you away from the 
path which alone is given to man to walk in, an~ that is the only way 
of Judaism. Depend upon that, all who walk m any other way must 

" A Home for Jewish inquirers after truth, where no work is done, only to ho 
c,ngaged in the study of the Bible. Supported hy Mr. Stern chiefly, and other 
c 'hristi:m friends of Israel. ' 
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perish. I hope, my dear child, you will not be taken up with the 
doctrine the Rev. Stern teaches ; he is only meshamad;* he is trying 
to lead you astray, and to have your soul condemned for ever. 

The doctrine that Mr. Stern teaches regarding that the Messiah has 
already come, is very absurd, and all nonsense; it is very stupid to 
believe such things. When you see the so-called Rabbi Stern, tell him 
to wash his brain first, and then teach so dreadful a doctrine. 
Remember, my beloved son, that the religion of our ancestors cannot 
be changed, even as our God cannot change. I would especially 
impress upon your mind, that the coming of Messiah is not to be of 
humiliation, nor of repentance, but of great victory, of infinite glory 
and dominion; for He shall sit on the throne of David, who shall make 
Israel happy for ever. He must have legal power; be arrayed in glory 
and splendour! Such, my child, must be our Messiah, who will gather 
together all the tribes from all parts of the earth, when the trumpet 
shall be blown, and when there will be a universal gathering of Jews, 
and return to Jerusalem, which name is dear to us even as our lives; 
and Jerusalem shall be again the beauty and metropolis of the globe. 
Hold fast, my beloved Isaac. The religion of Abraham, Isaac, and of 
Jacob, is our religion! JEHOVAH-TZEBA0TH is our God! and He will 
redeem Israel in His own time and pleasure. 

The Lord bless you, my beloved child; and may you be kept from 
all false teaching l Be sure that the days of Israel's glory are near. 

I remain, my beloved son, 
Your ever-affectionate father, 

LION LEVINS0HN. 
Zelioni Gora, Kovno, October, 1871. 

Meditating on: my distressed condition of mind, my thoughts were 
put down in the following lines, after which I wrote to my father :-

To my 
in joy. 

"I heard a sweet unknown voice say, 
' Come unto Me and rest, 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon My breast.'" 

soul-beloved father ; may he live in happiness, peace, and 

BELOVED FATHER,-Since I wrote to you last I have made it a par
ticular business to study the Holy Bible ; and I try to learn more and 
more about the hope of Israel. I cannot help thinking, beloved father, 
of the thousands of prayers that are offered unto God from time to time 
for the salvation of Israel. I always think of the earnest cries of our 
nation on the day of atonement, when after the service the horn is blown, 
and all our brethren of Israel cry, Lesltanah hoba berusholaem ! t and yet it 
seems that God has determined not to hear the prayers of Israel ; and 
when I observe these things I often wonder how it is. I know, dear 
father, that you will answer, "Because of the sins of Israel." But for a 
moment let me observe, In the time of the first temple, we find that our 
nation had broken all the laws of our great, and holy, and infinite Jehovah; 
we read that our ancestors in that time sank in a very shocking state of 
idolatry and infidelity, defied death, judgment, and hell. Israel has 
become an adulteress ; you and I would suppose that the wrath of God 

'" _Impostor. t Next year in Jerusalem. 
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would have been poured out upon Israel, and God would, in His wrath, 
destroy Israel with eternal destruction. But yet such was not the case; 
for such abominable sins God punished them by letting the Babylonians 
take them into captivity; and they suffered under the Babylonish 
yoke for about seventy years, and then our God delivered them. 
And now, my dear father, may I refet· you to the time of the 
second temple, in the time of the holy prophet Haggai, when we find 
our holy nation observing the ordinances which HKBH * has given 
them, and we can only see Israel observing the law, &c.; yet we find, to 
our sorrow,.euddenly the righteous Judge pouring out His wrath upon 
His elect. The splendid Beth Hameckdatht was burnt, Israel slaughtered, 
and the streets of Jerusalem were full with the blood and dead bodies of 
our r,recious ancestors. Why was this? why was this? My dear father, 
surely if Israel deserved punishment it was in the time of the first 
temple, and now nearly two thousand years have passed since Israel 
has been scattered all over the world. The name of ours, by which we 
are honoured, has become a by-word in the mouth of the uncircumcised. 
Dear father, I cannot help wondering why God has acted so with His 
peculiar people. I believe that this is a mystery which is hid from us, 
that God has dealt so with Israel. I often think, my dear father, that 
Messiah will never come at all, seeing that these hundreds of years Israel 
has prayed for His coming, and yet He does not come. 

My beloved father, since I made a special study of the Bible, and 
inquired into the mystery of the Messiah, several portions of the pro
phecy have been my special study; I think they contain the great 
mystery of Messiah, but if the mysteries be made plain I believe it would 
become the grandeur of the Holy Bible. Allow me, beloved father, to 
tell you my difficulties, which I am now very fervently trying to study. 
The other day I was reading very carefully Gen. xxxix., and I was 
astonished when I read the words of our holy father Jacob, in the tenth 
verse: •• The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet, until Shiloh come ; and unto Him shall be the gathering 
of all the people." Dear father, this seems to be a mystery. If really 
these words were spoken by our holy father Jacob, being dictat~4 by 
the spirit of prophecy, how are we to understand this? Where 1s the 
sceptre of Judah? Where is Shiloh? My dear father, indeed, if pro
phecy be not true, how can the Word of God be true? and if the Bible 
be not true, then the infidels have stronger ground than we have. But 
surely I believe that God is holy, and His Word must be true; but I 
suppose that I am ignorant of the mystery, therefore I solicit you, my 
beloved father, to explain to m~, trusting t_h~t you will answer satis
factorily, and my soul shall be glad and re)oice. I would not_ trou~le 
with writing more in this letter, but I hope m a day or two I will wnte 
more. I remain, beloved father, 

Your ever-affectionate son, , 
ISAAC LEVINBOHN. 

London, September, 1871. 

It is impossible for me to give the readers an idea of my experience 
when my soul was in a longing state. Nothi~g around me could silence 
the yearnings of my heart:; every hour and mmute were a burden to me; 

"'The Holy One, blessed he His N1me. t Holy Temple. 
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the thought of my sinnership before God laid upon me as a very heavy. 
bu~den. I could not speak to any one about it, for I was afraid people 
would laugh at me; but yet I could not help speaking to others about 
the yearnings of my heart. I repeated my visit to Mr. Stern, and 
wiahed to express the trouble of my soul, but, unfortunately, Mr. Stern 
was not at home, but I was very thankful when Mrs. Stern came near 
to speak. Mrs. Stern informed me of the absence of her husband, 
·but requested me to tell her of anything of some importance. I then 
said to her, in my very ungrammatical and broken language, that I 
wanted to know where I could find real satiRfaction. I wept very 
-bitterly, and told her that I was a sinner, and wanted· to know how to 
please God, and obtain pardon for my sins. To which Mrs. Stern 
tmswered, "The blood of Jesus Christ, God's only Son, cleanseth from 
all sin;" which words I did not like, for the name of Jesus was always 
a name I hated, and treated with contempt. I cannot help looking back 
with infinite wonder that the One whom I so hated should be so good 
and precious unto me. I thank God that He has given me a different 
song in my mouth. Never did I think that the name great in Israel 
(Psa. lxxvL 1) referred to Jesus the Son of David, and that my song 
-would ever be,- · 

"Jesus, I love Thy charming Name, 
'Tis music to my ear ; 

Fain would I sound it out so loud, 
That earth and heaven might hear. 

I'll speak the honours of Thy Name 
With my last labouring breath ; 

And, dying, clasp Thee in my arms, 
The antidote of death." 

But, as we find in life, we must have the bitter before we have the 
sweet, so I had to experience such hours of temptation, trial, and sorrow, 
which I cannot possibly write nor tell. With feelings of overwhelming 
sorrow and misery, because of my sinnership before God, infinite, pure, 
and holy, I wrote to my beloved father the following letter:-

To my beloved father ; may he live in joy and peace for .ever. 
BELOVED FATHER,-The letter I received from you a few days ago 

has done me much good; it has made me very cautious in all things, but 
at the same time it made me think more, and examine myself much 
more than ever I did in. my life. The words, dear father, in your last 
letter, say the day of Israel's glory is near ; but, my dear father, such 
were the feelings of our holy ancestors in the time when the grand 
temple stood in J ernsalem in the time of our holy prophet Haggai; 
-undoubtedly our brethren in that generation said the glory of Israel was 
nigh. I remember, when you used to teach me the holy law when at 
school, you said the great glory of Israel was nigh, and now this is the · 
year 1872, and you say Israel's glory is nigh. Pardon me, my beloved 
father, for being so critical, but as yon know that I would never trouble 
you to read letters of mine unless I have something to write to you that 
is of great importance to me. I cannot help thinking that the Messiah 
ha!! disappointed Israel, and venture to go so far as to say that Israel 
has been brought into a ·state not only of ignorance, but of great con
fusion.. Do not think, dear father, that I use too strong language, but 
I speak thus because of the following reasons:-
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Referring to your last letter, you say that which I find to correspond 
with the writing-s of many of our holy and ever-blessed Rabbis that the 
coming of the Messiah is not of humiliation, nor of repentande, but of 
leg~] power, which truth I always believed. But the great question 
which troubles me is, If this doctrine be true, how can the writings of 
the holy prophets be true? for aa I refer to the holy writings of our great 
and holy prophet Micah (chap. v. ver. 2), I read of the birth of our great 
Messiah, and it does not appear to my mind, studying the words of the· 
prophet, that it shows that Messiah will be great in the world, for I read 
the words, "And thou, Bethlehem Epkralah, though tliou be littl,e among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto .Me ihat 
1",s to be Ru"kr in Israel.'' Surely, my beloved father, Messiah, who is 
the temporal Ruler of Israel, would not be born in that small insignifi
cant village, Bethlehem. Why not in the glorious city Jerusalem?
And, besides, when I refer to the fifty-third chapter of our holy and 
sublime prophet, Isaiah, and as we read, "Who bath believed our report? 
and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? He shall grow up before 
Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground; He bath no 
form nor comeliness, and when we shall see Him there is no beauty that 
we shall desire Him. He is despised and rejected of men, a Man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and we hid as it were our faces from 
Him; He was despised and we esteemed Him not. Surely He bath 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, and we did esteem Him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our trans
gressions, and He was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of 
our peace was laid upon Him.'' Beloved father, what a mystery this is I 
If this refers to the Messiah surely He cannot be a King upon earth, 
arrayed in l'lplendonr and glory, and reign over the world. Believe me, 
beloved father, my mind is too full of thought• about the different 
passages which seem to upset all my views which you used to teach me. 
I am afraid, my dear father, that this letter will fill your heart full of 
fear, in case I am taken up with the teachings of Rabbi Stem. But 
depend upon this, that I will not take the advice of any man, but I will 
believe the grand truths which the God of Israel has given unto us in 
the holy law, and I·will not fail in carrying out your advice, which is 
full of soul and noble judgment, and holy discretion. I have much more 
to write to yon, but I am just now very anxious to learn a little more 
of the real nature of Messiah; I will therefore conclude this letter, and go 
on with my study for a day or two, and then I will write again. 

I remain, my soul-beloved father, 
Your ever-affectionate son, 

ISAAC LEVINSOHN. 
P.S.-My very affectionate love to my beloved mother, brothers, and 

sisters, hoping all are well.-1. L. 
Palestine-place, Cambridge-heath, London, October, 1872. 

About a week later I wrote as follows :-
To MY VERY AFFECTIONATE F ATHER,-Since the last letter I wrote 

to you I have often read your short letter I received a few days ago ;. 
indeed, my dear father, its thought is v_ery deep, and almost infinite. 
You remember, my beloved father, last t11!1e I wro~e to you about the 
birth of Messiah, and the nature by which He 1s to be revealed ( of 
course according to my poor idea). You remember I said Messiah must 



AND OHRISTIAN RECORD. 215-

be born in Bethlehem, and be poor and afflicted ; but another thought 
which struck me lately, and which seems to be rather difficult to under
stand is when I read the words, " I am the Lord your God, there is no 
other Rerkemer besides Me.'' How can this be ? for, as according to the
Bible prophecy, we see Messiah, who is to be the Redeemer, and yet 
God said that " I am," &c. From these words we must understand that 
God Himself must be the Redeemer. Surely this is a mystery, wonder 
of wonders. Oh, that our eyes might be opened, and that we might 
have revealed unto us the infinite and glorious mystery of Messiah ! 
Oh, when will the eyes of Israel be opened? And when will Jehovah be 
merciful unto us, and satisfy our yearning souls with the hope our holy 
ancestors longed to enjoy? Just a few words, my dear father. You 
caution me against the teaching of Rabbi Stern. I would, therefore, 
just say, candidly, in the fear of God, that I cannot help loving him for 
truth's sake; for every time he speaks to me my heart, as it were, melts, 
because of the tenderness of his teaching; for when he reads the Holy 
Bible in the holy language (Hebrew), and as he explains, Oh, how sweet l 
The other day I could not help crying when Rabbi Stern spoke about 
our holy master Moses, and he spoke about the holy law, and has shown 
that under the law we are under the curse, for the language of the law 
is, Obey, or perish ! But he has also directed my mind to the character 
of Messiah, who is characteristic for love, tenderness, mercy, sympathy, 
and compassion, and repeated the words which have been spoken by Him 
who is believed by Christians to be the Messiah; and the words, my 
dear father, seem to suit me so well. The words are, "Come unto Me, 
all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I w.ill give you rest.'' Surely,_ 
beloved father, this is just what you and I need; for ever since I can 
remember I have been weary and worn out, and long for rest, and to have
a realisation of the pardon of my sins. I trust Israel will soon have a _ 
great revelation; I pray that Jehovah might condescend to visit us with. 
salvation. I remain, dear father, 

Your ever-affectionate son, 
ISAAC LE,INSOHN. 

Palestine-place, Cambridge-heath, London, October, 1872. 
( To be continued.) 

JUDGE NOT HARSHLY. 

BE careful in your judgment, 
Be generous, gentle, true ; 

Judge not another harshly, 
But give to him his due. 

Be merciful in judging, 
E'en tho' his faults be great, 

For yours perchance are many, 
Then let your neighbour's wait. 

'Tis not yom place to judge him, 
But guide him if you can ; 

Lead from the paths of folly, 
Make him a better man. 

He may be weak and erring, 
Tbo' striving to do right ; 

Within the inner life-his heart
There's yet a ray of ligb.t. 

It may be but a glimmer, 
The ruem'ry of boyhood's day~, 

The prayer bis mother taught him, 
A prayer and song of praise. 

Yea, all there is not darkness, 
'l'be star of hope yet gleams ; 

Strive earnestly to save him, 
Waste not the time in dreams. 

E'en if he be a stranger, 
And you bis comse can stay. 

Oh ! look not on him coldly, 
But lead him to" the Way." 

And 8hun him not, despise not, 
But rescue him from ill ; 

P1·ny earnestly, ask help for him, 
He is thy brother still. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

The Pl·opketic Kir1gdoms; 01•, the Dream 
and its Ir1te'f'J!f'etatior1. By John Wesley. 
London : Robert Banks, Racquet-court, 
I<'lcet-street. After so many volumes and 
pamphlets have issued from the press, 
here is another on the import of the image 
which was seen by Nebuchadnezzar in 
his remarkable dream. We have read 
this pamphlet carefully, and though it 
does not throw much additional light 
upon the subject, it contains much that 
is very suggestive, and which will be use
ful to the Biblical student. It is charac
terised by much patient research on the 
part of its author, and is calculated to 
induce the believer to pour forth with 
more earnestness than ever the prayer of 
the Christian poet,-

" Thy kingdom come, and hells o"erpower, 
And to Thy sceptre all subdue." 

Before closing this necessarily brief 
notice of this interesting pamphlet, we 
may just observe en passar1t, that we were 
much pleased with the author's e:xegesis 
-of a passaa-e in the epistle to the Hebrews, 
which has0 caused much mental anguish 
-among simple-minded, uneducate~ Chris
tians. The passage refen-ed to 1s Heb. 
x. 26--29. "The Messiah," observes Mr. 
Wesley, "was the last acceptable sacrifice 
offered to God, because He was the Anti
type of all the sac1i.fices commanded 

· under the ceremonial law. 'There re
maineth, therefore, no more sacrifice for 
sins· ' so that if we sin wilfully, after 
havhlg received the knowle~ge of the 
truth-i.e., in offering anything by the 
way of sacrifice to God_ to merit pardo1;1, 
or atone for sin-we msult God to His 
face, by rejecting the ONE onl.lJ true, ac
ceptable offC;ing wh~ch ~ould take away 
sin and which God m His mercy has pro
vided for us." We commend this excerpt 
to the seii.ous attention of those timid 
persons who have suffered much through 
misunderstanding the import of the texts 
.above-named. Had we space at our com
mand we might have expatiated on this 
important matter. We can only now 
add that the pamphlet, like every work 
printed by Mr. R: Banks, is well got 1;1-P, 
and will, we hope, have an extensive 
-circulation. T. J.M. 

"Memoir of the Late W. Gadsby," in 
June Sword and Trowel, and the address 
on " The Evils of the Present Age, and 
How to Meet Them," in May Sword and 
Trowel, are good papers. 

Rev. Josepl• Cook's Monday Lec_tu~ea, on 
Immortality, ~c. London: R. D1ck1_nson, 
Farringdon-&treet. Although the mtel-

lectual forces in this book may be a little 
too strong for us, still it is a rich feast for 
a heart that can love God's t1·t1th any
where, and in any dress. Withal, be 
careful not to get out of your depth. 
Logic, language, and a flood of ideas may 
bewilder you. 1'he revelation of God in 
Christ by the eternal Spirit gives the 
soul (born of God) clearness of concep
tion, comfortable rest, a lively hope, a 
sympathising chaii.ty, a sanctifying use 
of all things ; but a highly cultivated 
intellect, whert it comes to deal with the 
deep things . of God, finds, as Charles 
Kingsley did, it is a battle, it is a warfare, 
it is like the blind groping for the wall. 
Humanity alone cannot find out God, but 
it can please itself with speculations. 
Like Paul, may we go on intensely ·cry
ing, " That I may know Him ! " 

A Word on Revelation XX. (Smith, 
printer, George-street, Plymouth). Read 
it, and with t)le author you will ask, 
" How can people talk of the Lord soon 
coming in His glory ? " Careful students 
will believe there is much of prophecy 
yet to be fulfilled, although God can 
speedily bring it to pass. 

The Silent Messenger. Edited by J. S. 
.Anderson, Zion, New Cross-road. A neat 
little inviter to "come and hear." We 
fully believe the press is a good help to 
the pulpit and platform in more ways 
than one. 

Israel's Watchman, for June (S. w'. 
Pfutridge ), gives you a splendid history 
of the Talmud, with several other first
class papers. 

Christian Life: The Late Edward James 
Oliver, &q. By John T. B1i.scoe. Pub
lished by the Baptist Tract Society, a, 
Bolt-court, I<'leet-street. The Jong, the 
successful, the useful life of a very godly 
man. It is well aITangecl, and will cir
culate widely, distilling a savom· of 
grace, without any drawbacks. When a 
man has mental power inside, sanctified 
by grace, and well-balanced; when his 
whole outward life is well clothed with 
sterling morality ; when bis commercial 
career is attended with growing pros
perity, such a man is sure to be highly
esteemed, and he will walk in the holy 
and happy circle8 as a prince amongRt 
his fellows. Such,an one it appears was 
E. J. Oliver, a pattern man. 

Praise Ye the Lord. Com posed by John 
Bolton. for the occasion of C. W. Banks's 
visit to South Wales, with music by 
Richard Morgan, a blind l:hristian singer. 
Copies can be had of John .Bolton, Bap· 
tist minister, Bai·goed, near Carcliff. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
SPECIAL NO'.I'ES ON THE ANNUAL "EARTHEN VESSEL" SERVICES, 

Speldhurst-road chapel, South Hackney, May 20th, 21st, and 22nd. 
BY W. WINTERS, WALTHAM Al!BEY. 

IN thecategoryofnamesofplaces of religious Gospel order, Mr. Hand was lucid and firm. 
interest and secular amusement notified under This faithful Christian hrother lifted the 
"Bank Holiday," in the Daily Standard, veil of Popery, and exposed her falsity and 
were the special religious conferences at craft, and paid a high enconium to the me
&eldhurst-road chapel, commemorative of mory of Cromwell, of which he was doubtless 
tnethirty-thirdanniversaryof the EARTHEN worthy, although the writer has some degree 
VESSEL, under the editorship of Mr. C. W. of sympathy for Royal Charles, consequent 
Banks, pastor of the Church in that place. upon whose untimely end, says the contem
And truly these meetings which were tripar- porary poet Cleveland,-
tite were, from the first to the last, of the "Religion puts on black; sa.d loyalty 
most heart-cheering .and soul-elevating kind Blushes, and mourns to see bright majesty 
that have ever been held within the sacred 'Butchered by such assassinates ; nay, both 
edifice since its foundation. For three con- Gainst God, ·gainst law, allegiance, and their 
secutive days (May 20, 21, and 22) the doors oath. 
f h h I r, bi' h · Farewell, sad isles. farewell! Thy fatal glory 

o t e c ape were open or ~u IC w,ors. 1P, Is summed, cast np, and cancelled in this story." 
and a goodly number of Zion's pilgrims 
on each of those days might be seen 
wending their way down one of the most 
respectable streets of the great metropolis
namely, King Edward-road, towards the 
sanctuary, which is in every sense worthy of 
that honoured name, because the " Lord is 
there "-Jehovah-Shammah (Ezek. xlviii. 
35). 

On Sunday, May 20th, sermons were 
preached, morning and evening, by the pas
tor, C. W. Banks ; and in the afternoon of 
the same day, Mr. Thomas Bradhurypreached. 
The congregation during the services was 
very encouraging. The two following days 
were devoted specially to prayer, praise, ar.d 
conference, and the number of ministerial 
brethren who attended the various services 
was excellent. Noticeable among them were 
Messrs. Vaughan, C. W. Banks, Edwards, 
Gander, Austin, White, Winters, Norton 
Rayment, Archer, Symonds, Battson, B~d
dow, Haydon, Holton, Hitchcock, Gordeher, 
Brancll, Holden, Steed, Turner, Cornwell, 
Holland, Stringer, Bardens, Beazley, T. J. 
Messer, S. Banks, Levinsohn, Sack, Bonney, 
Oakey, Bennett, Hand, Woodard, J. 
Wheeler, and others. 

On Monday, several friends met at eleven 
o'clock in the morning, and a service of 
prayer and praise was conducted by the 
pastor, in. which Messrs. Gordelier, Hand, 
Deal, Crutcher, and others took an active 
part, after which Mr. Vaughan delivered 
an excellent address, bnsed upon the words 
in 1 Chron. xii. 32. He spoke ably on the 
" sanctified understanding," a subject rarely 
treated of in our pulpits at the present day. 
The whole discourse was unctuous and in
structive, as many testified. C. W. Banks 
presided at the afternoon meeting, which was 
opened by a hymn, and W. Winters read 
part of Deut. xviii., prayed, and gave an ad
dress on the blessing of the Bible, conditional 
and unconditional, which was followed by a 
wm·m and lively discourse hy Mr. Hand, 
founded upon 1 Thess. v. 4. Jn explaining 
" what constituted us brethren," after the 

Jn the present day it is difficult to deter
mine the most justifiable course to pursue 
between a monarchial government of the 
order of the First Charles, and a republican 
form of government of the Cromwellian 
stamp. 

Mr. G. White, a kind and faithful young 
brother from the county of Bucks, spoke some 
pleasant words, drawn from a sweet passage 
In Malachi iii. 16. This address was supple
mented by a comfortable tea, too cheap "as 
times go." In the evening, Mr. Alderman 
OsbOrne of Banbury was chosen moderator; 
and certainly he performed his part in a most 
praiseworthy manner. His introductory 
addre,;s was savoury, logical, nud Scriptural, 
and proved exceedingly helpful to the speakers 
of the evening. Mr. Isaac Levinsohn prayed 
very earnestly for the Lord's presence und 
blessing upon the meeting, after which Mr. 
Gander spoke on Acts xxviii. 15, in words 
of the most encouraging and God-honouring 
nature, and received the approbation ol many 
sterling Christians present. Mr. C. W. Banks 
rose and thanked the speakers heartily who 
had come there that evening to encourage 
him in his work and labour of love in editiog 
the EARTHEN VESSEL, which publication, 
under bis care, was the first ma!!'azine favour
able to the Strict Baptist denomination, that 
inserted notices of Churches, donations for the 
poor, &c., on the wrapper free ol charge, 
which monthly mass of intelligence, inde
pendent of its interior, is worth ail the money 
-twopence. . 

The EARTHEN VESSEL is therefore an 
excellent medium of intercommunication, 
and is universally appreciated, as its increase 
of sale this year amply testifies. The first 
copy of this magazine was published in the 
November of 1843, and the next number did 
not appear till the February of the following 
year. Mr. J. W. Banks, soa of the editor, 
gave a briefoutline of the adventures relative 
to the printing and publishing the first num
berd which was interesting, as be had chiefly 
to o with the printing of it. Mr. R. G. 
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Edwards, though suffering from a very severe 
~ld, spoke some enrouraging words respect
ing the great usefulness of the EARTHEN 
VESSEL, and congratulated the Editor in 
being the means, through GNI, in sending the 
truth throuirh the length and breadth of the 
land. The EARTHEN VESSEL is known to 
-various Christian readers in America, 
Australia, India, and other distant countries 
of theworld. Mr. W. M. Haydon spoke with 
cheerfulness and energy on the beautiful 
wo~ds of Isaiah !iii. 11, "He shall see of the 
travail of His soul and shall be satisfied," 
which was followed by a Sc1·iptural and sensi
ble address by Mr. Norton, who is an intelli
gent Christian brother, labouring in the 
'Gospel field at Chatham. Our brother di
lated most sweetly on the name of Jesus, who 
is a personal Saviour to His seeking family ; 
he spoke also on the cheering nature of His 
Divine words, " Lo, I am with you al way" 
(Matt. xxviii. 20), which he (the speaker) 
justly said might be rendered "all the days," 
which rendering certainly adds to the beauty 
and force of the su hject, and proves the 
Omnipresence and Divinity of !be Son of 
God. Mr. Battson next g~oke at lenirth on the 
union of Christ and the Church, a subject full 
of interest and spiritual comfort. The good 
old-fashioned doxology brought the first day's 
meeting to a close,-" Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow." 

The morningofTuesday was spent in much 
the same manner as the previous day. Mr. 
C. Gordelier spoke on Christian fellowship, a 
-grand sul!ject which deserves greater atten
tion in our Churches in this day of error and 
apathy on the part of professed Christians. 
Brethren Branch and Turner took an active 
part in the devotional part uf the service. 
In the afternoon Mr. Wild, a kind and 
generous-hearted gentleman from Hayes, 
-county Middlesex, well known to many of 
our Churi,hes, took the chair, 11nd gave some 
very refreshing words on the " new song " 
(Psalm xJ. 3), which were duly appreciated 
by many. 

Mr. C. W. Banks, who had just previously 
given up the chair to Mr. Wild, spoke a few 
words from Act~ xviii., and how the Lord had 
preserved him through many dangers, acd 
especially on one occasion, when a boy, going 
to Hastings. He could well adupt the language 
of one of the best of poets, who sang,-

·• When in the slippery paths of youth 
\Vith heed.Jess RtepB I ran, 

Thine a.rm unseen conveyed me s&fe, 
And led me up to man." 

Mr. R. C. Bardens spoke with unction and 
warmth on the soul of Mary magnifying !he 
Lord also on that good old theme which 
ought never to be losf sight of, in ministering 
the Word of life-namely, the new birth. 
"Ye must be born again" (John iii. 3). 
This work Jays the axe ~t the root of free-wil_l, 
and r.uts up all pretensions to creature holi
ness. We thank God and take courage for su_ch 
a testimony. Mr. T. J. Messerfollow~d with 
an able and eloquent address, not bke, as 
Dryden says,-" The dying notes of swans, 
too sweet to last;" but from the fulness of 

bis large heart he spake sublime and telling 
truths, which gained the pleasurable attention 
of all present. The heads of his maaterly 
discourse were couched under the form of 
" Reasons why he loved the EARTHEN 
VESSEL, Bl!l'ause it sets forth, 

1. Christ and His eupreme and eternal 
Divinity. 2. Christ and His amazing con
descension. 3. Christ and the efficacy of 
His atoninll,' blood. 4. Christ and the un
changeableness of His love. 5. Christ and 
the safety of His people. 6. Christ and the 
certaintv of His Second Advent. 7. Christ 
and the eternal duration of His kingdom. 
8. Cb1ist and the practical effects of His 
teaching. 9. Christ Alpha and Omega in 
the salvation of sinners. Such a man and 
such a publication asmaintaius and publishes 
Gospel !acts of so glorious a nature is worthy 
of the esteem and EU pport of oil Christendom. 
Mr. C. Cornwell followed with some sterling 
remarks on the " ne,v heart, the new cove
nant, and the new tongue." Our brother 
also dilated on the witticism of good old John 
Berridge, and made some free animadver
sions on men of collegiate tuition of modern 
times, compared with the honest simplicity of 
the preaching fishermen of the New Testa
ment. Mr. Burbridge spoke on the name 
" I Am," and the afternoon closed with hymn 
793,-

u Kindred in Christ1 for His deg,r sake, 
A hearty welcome here receive;'' 

which was practically evinced in the en
deavour to supply such an overflowing com
pauy with food for the body, as well as the 
mind. A great number sat down to tea. Mr. 
J. Mote presided in the evening, and the 
chapel was crammed from end to end, inso
much that many could not find standing 
room, and were necessitated to crowd into 
the vestry within the sound of hearing. Mr. 
Thomas Stringer opened the meeting 
with prayer, and Mr. Mote gave a suitable 
address, after which be introduced some reso
lutions which were spoken of at the previous 
evening meetings, respecting the £600 
debt on the chapel, which debt stands as a 
lastinir disgrace to the Strict Baptist body 
with which Mr. C. W. Banks bas so long 
laboured with all the indefatigableness ima~i
nable. The first resolution was moved bv its 
originator, Mr. John W. Banks, in order to 
relieve his lather from so great a load, he 
(C. W. Banks) having to preach without a 
salary for the purpose of paying the incidental 
expenses incurred on the place from quarter 
to quarte,·. Such a thing ought not to 
be. Mr. T. J. Messer seconded the 
resolution in a noble speech. W. Winters 
moved the second resolution respecting the 
formation of an executive committee of 
ministers to practically carry out the scheme, 
which be hoped would not be wanting In, so 
urgent a case. Mr. R. C. Hardens seCOJ\ded 
it with some appropriate remarks. Mr. Elsey 
moved the third resolution, and Mr. Thomas 
Stringer in an excellent speech seconded it. 
C. W. Banks rose to say that it was not 
a scheme concocted by himself, for be knew 
nothing whatever aboutit until it was brought 
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forward by bis 80n who takes ,veat interest 
in Speldburst-road chapel. It 1s to be hoped 
that the matter will not be allowed to drop 
tbroul!'h for want of support. Mr. Isaac 
Levlnsohn, the Russian Jew, was asked, ac
-cording to promise to give hie experience 
and faith which be did in a speech of upwards 
an houri~ length. It is literally impDBBible 
to crowd into so small a space an address of 
80 considerable a magnitude. H~ spo~e of a 
critic who wished to know his views of 
certain theological celebrities, such as 
Calvin, Luther, Doddridge, C. H. Spurgeon, 
Parker, Punshon, and ?t~ers, but he bad no 
desire to satisfy the cur1os1tv of such an one. 
The speaker 11ave an outline of his belief in 
matters of salvation, declarmg that be would 
"never call himself a Spurgeonite or a 
Calvinist but one of Jesus Christ's." His 
views of 'Gospel doctrine were simple !'-nd 
praiseworthy, as far as they extended ; time 
alone will develop the rest. It would have 
been doubtless more gratifying to the elders 
present to have beard more of the necessity 
of the work of the Holy Ghost in the salva
tion of a sinner; but if grace ~as moved the 
heart of our youne; fiiend, which we do not 
-question, he will in all bis mini•~a.tions exa!t 
the Personality of the Holy Spmt and ~is 

efficient work in the regenerallun of a 81!1-
ner. He declared his belief in the depravity 
of the human heart-" That was the theo
logy of his heart," a~d in the atonement 
of Christ without which he could not be 
pardoned'. He believed in the doctrine of 
justification by faith, the doctrine Luther 
adhered to. He believed in the "doctrine of 
eternal elP.ction, such as was taught by the 
apostle Paul in Rom. viii." Mr. Levin80hn 
spoke also on the ordinance of baptism, and 
bis a880Ciation with" our own people," with 
wbum we sincerely hope be may ever stay, 
and be a bright ornament in the society of 
Strict Bapti•t•, which Is so Scriptural and 
pure in its order, and consequently 80 much 
spoken against by popular professors,-

" O popular applause I what heart of man 
Is 'proof again,t thy sweet seducing cho.rms ? " 

We heartily wish our young brothei: every 
blessing in the namP. of the Lord. This was 
was the sincere desire of Mr. George 
Holland who next addressed the fi·iends on 
"No separation," which was well re_ceived. 
Mr. E. Beazley spoke many e1!eoura~m~ re
marks favoura!>le to Mr. tevmsobn s views 
of truth and also on St. Jude'sgrand doxology, 
"Now 'unto Him that is able to keep you 
from faHing," &c. This, with a few appro
priate words from C. W. Banks, whose heart 
seemed to overflow with love to souls, nod 
gratitude to Almighty God, terminated. 0l)e 
of the most aucce,.ful and pleasant meetmgs 
ever realised in Speldhurst-1·oad chupel, South 
Hackney. To God be all the glory. 

Waltham Abbey. 
P.S. Any Christian brother who wishes to 

interest himself in removing the debt of the 
nbove chapel, will be good enough to com
municate his desire to the ~diror, C. W. 
Bank•· or secretary, Mr. John W. Banks, 
7, Kl~g-street, Snow-bill, London, E.C. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING 
OP THE 

SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK 
STRICT BAPTIST ASSOCIATIO~ 

~NOTES BY 
W. :WINTERS; OF WALTHAM ABBEY. 

The ancient and ru•tic little village of 
Tunstall, county Suffulk, was for two con
sel!Utive days, J uoe 6th and 7th, the centre 
point of attraction with the Strict Baptists of 
the above-named counties, In this picturesque 
spot and its quiet surroundings, laboured 
long and hard the valiant lovers of truth, 
J. W. Gooding, W. Day, and Arthur Baker, 
who was once in Her Majesty's army, but 
having received a Divine commission he now 
serves under the banner of the Great Captain 
of salvation, Jesus, and much good bas been 
effected by his labours in this locality. Mr. 
Lamb Is the zealous and loving pastor of 
Tunstall Baptist chapel, which place of 
worship to an ordinary beholder presents a 
somewhat bald and gloomy appearance, 
although rather elevated; but like most 
genuine articles, the inside is the best side. 

Arriving at Wickham Market, with other 
brethren from London, we hurried along the 
dusty roads to Tunstall in a wal!'gonette, ant.i 
making towards Mr. Barrett's farm we were 
honoured to pass under two triumphal arches 
of evergreens adorned with " Behold the 
wav.'' and" Welcome," in characters akin to 
meilireval taste. In the farm yard were rows 
of vehicles of various sizes and shapes which 
bad safely conveyed many Christian friends 
to the hallowed scene. We were not in 
time to witness the letter-reading procesa, 
nor did we anticipate making any remarks 
on rhe meeting, feeling ourselves perfectly 
ad libitu,n freed from the occasional anxiety 
ol note-taking. However through pressing 
circumstance• for the use of the readers of the 
EARTHEN VESS.1<L, we here give a few 
cursory thoughts on w bat we saw and heard. 
The Association tent was pitched in a field be
longing to Mr. Borrett, and in and about this 
"moving tent" were swarms ofhuman beings, 
from the green-smO!'ked shepherd to the man 
of cloth, which motley group gave rise to the 
pert lines of Cowper-

'' 0 why o.re farmers ma.de so coarse. 
Or clergy madt:t so tine? 

A kick. tho.t scarce would move a. horse, 
May kill a. sound divine.'' 

Mr. C. Suggate, of ilalesworth, was chosen 
moderator, and, as we were informed, gave a 
very suitable opening address, in_ "'.hicb be 
remarked, that when the Assoc1auon met 
before nt Tunstall many years ago, they 
a.ssembled together without a tent, in a sand 
pit;" theweatherwasextremelyhot,and Mr. 
Thompson, of Grundisburg, prayed that the 
Lord would send a cloud over the sun to 
,creen them from its burnin.g- rays, and the 
Lord in a most singular manner, answered 
the prayer and a cloud obscured the sun 
during the' service." The venerable John 
Cooper, of Wattisbarn, after _th~ reading 
of the rules of the .Assocrn 110n, read 
various letters. The report of Watti8ha11i 
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Church was encourajting; the number of 
members 125, Sunday School children 
upwards of 200. The Church at Beccles 
has seen changes. In September lllSt thev 
made choice of Mr. Edgerton as their pastor": 
membero 163, scholars 128. Halestoorth 
Church is enjoying pro"Jlerity under the 
pastorate of Mr. Sug-gate; members 68, 
scholars 28. Rattlestkn Church has had an 
addition of 10 mem hlors lately, since the 
installation of their pastor! Mr. E. Probert, 
who contemplates leaving nisflock in August 
next; members 104, scholars 83. Fri.ston 
Church has suffered loss by the death of three 
aged memben<. The spiritual temperature 
of this Church is rather low. Their pastor 
has laboured in the cause for 45 years; pro
bably his work is accomplished; members 64, 
scholars 58. The pastor of the Church at 
Grundi$burgh has resigned through in
·firmity, ba,·ing laboured for half a century 
amon!!" hi• people ; mem hers 136, scholars 185. 
Noi·ton Church increases; members 54, 
scholars 75. The Church at La:i;_field is 
mourning in her widowed . state. Her 
beloved pastor bas received a " call" from the 
Church at Foots Cray. Mr. Sears, one of 
J. Foreman's spiritual children, bas laboured 
at Laxfield for near ei!!"hteen years; members 
211, scholars 183. Mr. Sears read reports, 
the one from Waldringfield was not 
al together so cheering as could be desired ; 
they are without a pastor; members 93, 
scholars 84. Somersham Church enjoys 
peace; Mr. Haddock, of Ipswich, speaks to 
them, and is likelv to settle; members 49, 
scholars 60. Cram.ford's Church report is 
favourable; members 44, scholars 26. Mr. 
Cordle continues at Occold; like every good 
shepherd is anxious for Church extension ; 
members 56, scholars 52. Pulham-St.
Mary Church is quiet, sickness prevails; 
may God long preserve the worthy pastor ; 
members 73, scholars 50. Mr. Hill, after a 
hvmn, read letters. The report of the Church 
at Stoke .Ash is excellent under the care of 
Mr. Hill, a :Suffolk champion; members '184, 
scholars 100. 8utton Church thrives under 
Amos Fisk's ministry; members 52, scholars 
48. Ruhangles, the Church \Jere is like 
the tents of C..:ushan. in affliction; members 
125, scholars 85. Bungay Church is about 
the same as last year; members 77, scbola,·s 
43. CharsfieldChurcbisinpeace; members 
67 scholars 84. The Church at Walsham
le~ Willows their spiritual standard is far 
below what thev consider it ought to be; 
members 76,srbolars61. Hadleigh, memhers 
68, scholars 52. Tunstall, membe1·s 137, 
11eholars 86. Fresai.ngfield Church is weak, 
attendance pret•y good ; members 76, scholars 
90. Mr. S. K. Bland finished reading the 
letters. H oxne Church is without a pastor, 
mem hers 57, scholars 100. Lowestoft 
Church is in the minority, but growin!!"; 
members 20. .Aldringham, members 45, 
scholars 25. YarTfl.()uth Church prog-resses 
favourahlv; members 32. Gildencroft, 
Norwicli, continues peacetul; members 84, 
sc\Jolars 130. Sudbourne, members 22, 
sclwlars 50. Bradfield St. George bas 
nothing encouraging to relate; they lament 

the departure, b3• death, of Mr. Howell. 
Orford Hill, Norwich, members 08, schollll'& 
50. The circular letter p1-epared by Mr. B. 
Taylor, and entitled" the Christian Warfare," 
i1 a very interesting one. In the afternoon 
of Wednesday Mr. G. Shepherd p1-enched an 
extraordinary sermon based upon Heb. xiii. 
8. And Mr. J. S. Ande1·son was excellent 
on John xvii. 2. There wos a time when 
the Suffi>lk divines carried the palm, but if 
tl1e sermons preached at the Association 
meeting this year be considered a fair sample 
of the entire body, then the Ian rel is due to 
the London pastors. But we cannot estimate 
it at tl1is rate altogether; Suffi>lk has some 
mighty men yet. The venerable Mr. Poock 
has just reth-ed from the field ; but the 
Church is firm and flourishing. .&lr. Kern 
enters into his work in July; we wish him 
success. On Thursday a number of friends 
attended the early prayer meeting, after 
which a good homely sermon was preached 
by Mr. Brand, of Bungay, from Psalm 
xxxii.6; and Mr. R. Sears, of Laxfield, 
preached in tl1e afternoon, bis text being 
"the glory of Christ" -(2 Cor. viii. 23). Many 
of the ministers retired after the varied services 
to a small tent iD. the upper part of the -field, 
not wishing the world to see their fondness 
for the narcotic weed, the fumes of which 
"perfumed the balmy air"(?). In this cosy 
tent a discussion arose from a simple question 
broached by a loving Norfolk pastor respect
ing the right of re-admission into the Church. 
The discussion, though warm, was worthy of 
hearing, but as the writer was unhappily 
outside the arena, he hesitates to express an 
opinion as to the merits of each respective 
gladiator. It is, however, unsafe to establish 
a rule on which the Word of God is silent. To 
receive persons as members into. the Church 
by letter only may be an accommodating mode 
to some; but scarcely worthy of universal 
patronage. The ministerial brethren notice
able at the meeting were Messrs. Anderson, 
Shepherd, Cooper, Hill, Taylor, Sears, Baker, 
Lamb, Sug!!"ate, Edgerton, Jackson, Wilkins, 
Woodard, Winters, Box, Bland, Brand, 
Brown, Morling, Snaitb, Reynolds, Broom, 
Field, Harris, and a number of others. besides 
a great many deacons from the suI"rounding 
Churches. Cordial votes of thanks were 
proposed, and supported in favour of Lord 
Rendlesham, for the great help be bad 
rendered on the occasion. After a lengthy 
speech by the pastor of Wattisbam, Mr. 
Lamb closed the meeting with a hymn and 
prayer. Throughout the two days' meeting 
the service of sacred song was far from 
honourable mention, owing chiefly to the ill 
choice of what should have been melod;r. We 
pity the man " that bath no music m him
aelf;" Nevel'lheless, the whole of the Associa
tion sel'vices passed off in a very agreeable 
and satisfactory manner. The attendance 
was much larger than the previous year. 
Notice was Kiven t!Jat the next annual 
meeting will (D.V.) be held at Fressingfield. 
The preachers selectedJ1re Mr. Hill, of Stoke 
Ash, 1\lr. Jackson, of Norwich, or Mr. 
Suggate of Halesworth. 

Church-yard, Waltham Abbey,June 12. 
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE.-Att Bythorn, 
in the chapel deanery, on Thursday morn
ing, June 14, I wae favoured to meditate a 
little upon four Scriptural facts. I thought, 
I. The most wonderful, the most exalted, 
the pre-eminently glorious complex person
age m nil God's unlverse, _ _i• the Bon of God, 
tlie Apostle nnd High Priest ot our pro
fession, to whom the Father has said, ' Sit 
Thou on My right hand, until I make Thy 
foes Thy footstool." 2. Tt.e Redeemer's 
mediatorinl exaltation springs out of that 
perfect obedience which He has rendered 
unto His Father's law, i:nd that entire sur
render of Himself to Divine justice, to 
suffering, and to death; whereuy He made 
an end ot sin, finished transgression, brought 
in everlasting righteousness, took death's 
sting out, triumphed ovtr bell, the grave, 
and the world, ascending flomewhat silently 
into His Father's house and kingdom, still 
to carry on the work of salvation unto its 
utmost completeness. Hence, Paul's lively, 
lovely, and lofty lanjl"uage, " Wherefore God 
also bath highly exalted Him, and bath 
given Him a name that is above every 
name," &c. 3. This immensely brillianc, 
indescribable, honourable, and God-glorify
ing lilting-up of our Immauuel, is a source 
of iecrea•ing envy and jealousy, of madness 
and wrath to Satan and all bis infernal 
hosts, to all bis reprobate seed, to all his false 
mioi,ters, and to all who know not, love 
not, seek not, serve not our Lord Jesus 
Christ. But, 4. It is in the counr.il and 
purpose of God that all the enemies of 
Christ shall lick the dust, every knee shall 
bow, every tongue shall confess that He is 
" Lord of all," unto the glory of C.,od the 
Father. Last evening, June 13,. I spoke for 
one hour and a-half right on, with hallowed 
freedom. In the afternoon I was not very 
happy in preaching, but the evening was a 
season of much interest; profound stillness 
and. attention, a large company, and I hope 
beneficial to the cause, and helplill to the 
pastor, brother John Kingston, fo his friend, 
brother Pryor, and families of Israel, who in 
that large Miollaod mainland are called to 
dwell. Now, in an old N.W. for London 
onre more steaming. Durinj!" the next few 
days I am expected to go into Essex, Oxford
shire, Lincoln, Buck•, and Surrey, preach
ing at least seventeen sermons, it the will of 
the Lord be so, ii He the power and truth 
will give. C. W. B. 

CHILWELL, VICTORIA. - Hope 
Particular Haptist Church, Saffron-street. 
In presenting our third annual report, we 
feel solemnity upon us ns we think upon 
some who have passed from time to etel'Ility. 
It is profitable to louk back and 1ee the way 
our gracious God hath led us, as a people 
banded together in New Testament order, 
a!M'ound in Acts ii., owning Jesus Christ as 
our King, who shall reign uutll He bath 
put all enemies under His ieet; nod we desire 
to recognise the hand of our j!"rndous King 
in bringing our brother F. Fullard, who, 
by the sweet anointing of the Holy Gh011t, 
ministered unto us in word and doctrine 

twelve months; then the people gave our 
brother an invitation to the pastorate. He 
stated to the Church he must comply, for 
the band of the Lord was seen in bringing 
him from Mount Gambier, in Adelaide, unto 
us; and the cloud has ,not removed ; the 
people's hearts have moved in prayer that be 
would with us abide; we, therefore, desired to 
celebrate our marriage union with a social 
tea, 25th September, 1876, and a happy 
11-"athering we had. Our secretary stated to 
Church the way the Lord had brought about 
our communications with brother F. 
Fullard; then brother F. Fullard gave an 
interesting account of his call by grace into 
fellowship with the household of faith, and 
bis call to the ministry, to the great joy and 
satisfaction of all the people ot God in our 
midst. Our senior deacon, brother R. F. 
Capp (now 82 years of age), in well-spoken 
words of affection and counsel, gave to our 
brother F. Fullard (1.n behalf of the Church) 
the right hand of fellowship as pastor of this 
part of the Lord's vineyard. After p,aising 
the Lord, the meeting closed in the usual 
way. The Lord hath added fourteen to our 
number during the year. We have, by the 
good hand of our God, established a tract 
society, to scatter the seeds of truth in these 
parts. Our income for the year, £193 
4s. 5d.; our expenditure, £199 I/is. Id.; 
proceeds of annual tea, £18 6s. ; £12 of 
which we put to building fund, which will 
rerluce our debt to J:;l 16, having paid off 
,£30 this year. Praise the Lord.-HENRY 
HAMPTON, junior deacon, April 16, 1877. 
[We rejoice to find the Lord our Advocate 
and Redeemer is still gathering in His 
people in the new colonies. There He bas 
many who have gone out from us.-Eo.] 

MR. JAMES HAND AT PIMLICO. 
-Read Amos viii. II, dwelt largely on the 
woes Christ denounced on the Jews, referring 
also to the famine of Gospel power in Henry 
VI I I.'saod Mary's times; on the delusions ot 
aooihilatiuo, nod others, he waxed bot indeed. 
James Hand sometimes in preaching appears 
angry, looks angry, speaks fierc~ly, but 
sound in Scripture language, quotmir from 
every part of the Bible whole sections which 
throw liirht upon the subject under discussion, 
and evidence give of the thorough knowledge 
the preacher bas of the Scriptures, nod of a 
strong memory to throw out the same. The 
sermon was to show that there i, a dreadful 
famine in the land now ; and that in sixteen 
pulpits out of twenty no minister dares to 
show up the wretched depravity of man's 
henrt; neither must he proclaim the eternity 
of Jehovah's love to, and His election of, His 
people in Christ, and their completeness in 
the Sou of God for ever. I thought much, 
while Mr. Hnnd wa• preaching, of the pecu· 
liar phraseology of the text ~e was openi!3g, 
which says, it shall be a famine of" hearmg· 
the Word of the Lord." We have, even now, 
a multitude of preachers, but, comparativ~ly 
speaking, the hearers are few, an~ t_he hearmg 
for a saving conversion, or for D1vme 00!1SO· 
lation is little indeed. Alas! there IS 
famln~ofhearing the Word of the Lord. 
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ROAD-SIDE AND RAILWAY 
PENCILLINGS. 

Sunday, June 10th, WBS a hot summer's 
day. As I walked down the steep hills to 
Chatham, with the elder deacon, this little 
solemn line suddenJ.y sprung up in me and 
it would l'ome out,- ' 
I know the eternal Son of God I 
I know His sceptre and His rod! 
I know His law's tremendous roar! 
But that's all gone ! 'twill come no more. 
Unbelief darted up," Is the last line true?" 
I hope it is. It was the thirty-fifth anni
versary of Enon, Chatham. Isaac Charles 
Johnson, Esq. , J.P., preached in the after
noon a wholesome evangelical discourse upon 
J obn 's tender precept, " And now, little 
children, abide in Him, that when He shall 
appear we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before Him at His coming." With 
abilitv and freedom Mr. Johnson set forth 
each "feature in the t.ext in truthful and 
spiritual order. Both in the morning and 
evening your humble servant found more 
matter than the time would allow for expres
sion. In the evening love to our Lord Jesus 
filled my heart to overflowing. The logic 
might be at fault, but when love to a glorious 
Trinity flows through the soul, and when 
love herself is the preacher, depend upon it 
she kindles a flame somewhere. 

Plain is her speech, 
But it will reach, 

Some one with sin distressed. 
Although here, we never know where God 
the Holy Ghost doth sow the seeds of lile 
Divine. The good old Chatham Enonites are 
solid people in truth ; they have heard too 
many parsons to be much moved; but many 
in the congregation appeared impressed; at 
any rate, 1 felt awfully solemn if unto others 
it was nothing. I desire to see the new 
Enon erected. Our brother !V orton is likely 
to be their pastor; he must work, and get 
them a substantial chapel. That will be a 
honour to him ; and if, instrumentally, he 
can fill it with seeking and saved sinners he 
will be a blessing to those three towns. 

C.W.B. 

CROWBOROUGH, SUSSEX.-Anni
versary of Forest Fold Baptist c!Japel was 
Tuesday, June 5. Three sermons, by Mr. 
Atkinson, Mr. Dickerson, and Mr. Master
son. To dinner a large number sat down. 
Our old and respected friend Mr. Doggett 
made some appropriate remarks, thanking 
the Lord for sparing him at his advanced age 
once more to attend the anniversary of this, 
to him, very interesting place; be said, 
"What bath God wrought since 1832, when 
he hired an old barn for the preaching of the 
Gospel in this then dark neighbourhood ? he 
was thankful that ever since that time the 
truth bad been maintained ; an increasing 
congregation, and peace prevailed." He also 
observed how grateful he lelt to see bis old 
friend Mr. Philip Dickerson again able to 
visit Crowborougb; he bad ever shewn a 
great interest in the cause in this locality ; he 
was pleased to see so large a congregation to 
hear our aged friend, it might be his last 

visit to 'tbill place. Mr, l), preached wltb 
much collectednCSII of mind ; we belleve he 
was favoured with the Lord's presence in his. 
soul. The season will never be forgotten by 
many. We do praise the Lord for His good
ness in the success given to Mr. Do1tgett, for· 
the large subscriptions he bBS obtained, being 
nearly double any former year. We do at 
times exclaim, "Wl1at shall we renoier to the 
Lord for all His beneftts in thus blessing our 
cause for so many years? " We expect to 
baptize more in a short time. 

GEORGE ASHDOWN, 

MEARD'S COURT. 
To the Editor of the" Earthen Veasel." 

DEAR S1R 1-lt turns out the rumour I 
mentioned in my last letter was well founded 
-the pastor has resigned, and a new one has 
been elected in his stead. It is sincerely 
hof.ed the new pastor may be a credit to• 
Sa em, as was the dear old pastor, Mr. 
Stevens; and also a staunch upholder of the 
trust deed, and preach the truths which in, 
former years Salem was blessed with. 

If report be true, Salem has indeed escaped 
" the snare of the fowler," even the net of, 
Fullerism and Open Communioni;m. I con
sider it is an undeniable truth that persons 
who are not faithful in the things of God will 
not be faithful in the things of the world,. 
and, consequently, ought to be shunned by 
all honest persons. 

It will be well for Salem if, in"future, more· 
care is taken in the admission of members
than has recently been taken, in order to• 
prevent, if possible, persons becoming mem
bers who ought rather to belong to an 
Anninian and Open Communion Church 
than to that of a Calviuistic and Strict Bap• 
tist Church. I am sorry to add, I much fear 
several persons, since Mr. Stevens's death, 
have joined Salem, and in some cases taken 
office, occasioned changes of various kinds, 
and then taken their departure to other· 
Churches, or no Church at all, thus leaving 
poor old Salem to take care of herself. They 
are now looking back towards Salem with, 
thoughts more becoming a Nero than persons 
professing the religion of Jesus Christ. 

However, it is a great mercy that the Lord 
reigneth, and has S!lid (Oh, that I may apply 
it to !;Salem!), "I will defend this city to 
save it for Mine own sake, and for My ser
vant David's sake." 

Yours in the bonds of the Gospel, 
ONE WHO BAT UNDER MR, STEVENS. 

"May, 1877. 

RUSHDEN.-In the late Charles Draw
bridge's Succotb, Isaac Levinsobn came, for 
the first time June 10, and preached unto, 
us, and to, at feast, 500 people, two sermons, 
on the saving verities of Christ's salvation, 
We thank the Lord for this young man ; 
and we thank you, C. W. Banks, for giving 
us such inte1·estiog accounts of him. 
Heaps of VESSEL readers came to hear him. 
We hope to bear him again, Our cries are· 
unto the Lord to JJreserve and bless him. 

YOUR "KETTERING FRIEND." 
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A SUBSTANTIAL PRESENTATION 
TO MR. WILLIAM COLLYER, OF 
IVINOHOE. 
On the evening of Monday, June 11th, a 

public meeting was convened in Mr. Strin
ger's chapel, Earl-~treet, London-road, with 
a view to present Mr. W. Collyer, an aged 
Baptist minister, with a substantial testi
monial, which had been raised through the 
influence and exertion of Mr. RoLert Banks, 
conjointly with his father, the Editor of tile 
EARTHEN VESSEL, The present meeting 
was a second of the kind held in the abo~e 
chapel for the same purpose, and it is to be 
hoped will not be the last. Mr. Strin!!'er 
presided. Mr, Raymentopened the meetmg 
with prayer; after which Mr. Stringer 
addressed the friends on the purport of the 
meeting, stating that the meeting on May 
4th was a preliminary one, while the present 
was one of realisation. Our brother spoke 
freely and kindly of the aged pastor of I ving
boe, who has been a preacher of the Gospel 
for upwards of sixty-five years, and has 
known the Lord for nearly three-quarters of 
a centur_y. Mr. T. J. Messer moved the 
:first resalu lion, to the· effect that the money 
collected for Mr. Collyer (£81 6•. Id.) should 
be invested in the hands of Mr. J. Mote, 
solicitor, and Mr. Robert Banks, in order 
that Mr. Collyer might draw out such 
amounts as his needs should require. Mr. 
R. G • .Edwards, in suitable words of kindness, 
supported the resolution, which was put to 
the show of hands, and unanimously carried. 

Mr. C. Cornwell moved the second resolu
tion, and banded over an amount of money, 
expressing his pleasure in being able to do so. 
Mr. Ponsford seconded the resolution, which 
he prefaced with a few interesting remarks 
of his personal career; that he had been forty 
years in the ministry, and, throu!!'h mercy, 
bad not changed his doctrinal sentiments in 
the least. This testimony ia exceedingly 
praiseworthy and God-honourin,:r. Mr. 
Robert Banks was requested to read over the 
names of contributors to the fund. which he 
did, making some very suggestive remarks on 
the labours of Mr. Collytr, and of the pure
ness of the motive by which he and his father 
were actuated in collecting such an amount 
of money as he had brought there that 
evening; he also ~ead lettel'i of svmpathy 
from Mr. H. Hall, Mr. Minton, and other 
friends, all of which ha,I helped in the work; 
and acknowledged the prompt and ready 
manner in which nearly every frientl he had 
written to had 1·esponiled. Mr. W. Webb, 
of Bow, presented a cheque for £4, the dona
tion of Mr. Lee, and made some pleasant re
marks. C. W. Banks then handed-over the 
money to Mr. W. Collyer, and Mr. Winters 
proposed that the fund should be kept oeen, 
that those persons who bad not given m1,:rht 
have the opportunity of doing so. After the 
usual vote of thanks, the meeting terminated 
with," Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow." 

W. WINTERS. 
Waltham Abbey. 

VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA. - Hope 
Particular Baptist chapel,Chilwell, Oeelong. 
Third anniversary of openin,:r of above place 
was April I and 2. Sermons were preached 
by Mr. W. Cuttle, of Melbourne; hearers 
can witness to the gracious ministry of our 
gifted brother, it being made of God to them 
a high and hallowed day. May the Holy 
Ghost make it salvation to many aouls. 
Such is the testimony of aged deacon Capp, 
who has travelled in the tribulated pilgrim 
way more then fifty year•; he wa• personally 
acquainted with the late J. C. Philpot, when 
a youthful preacher in the Church of 
England; our patriarchal father remembers 
those early days with feelinflS of deli,:rht. 
Surely the testimony of an old soldier like 
our brother may be taken as an encourage
ment to a tried preacher. On Monday, the 
usual tea and public meeting followed. 
About 20 friends, from Melbourne, came to 
Geelong (a distance of 50 miles) to bid us 
God speed. I believe the kindly behaviour 
of our metropolitan relations in the Lord 
was truly appreciated bytbeGeelong Church, 
and we can but pray that the Head of Zion 
will be pleased to bring us in to a more 
manifested unity. Brother Allen says, 
"this is the want of our times." As we sat 
in our Hope, and looked upon friends tilling 
the place, our feelings were legion. If the· 
pastor enjoys the confidence of bis penple, 
and lives in their affections, he, in commun
ing- with them, becomes intimately acquainted 
with their varied experiences ; and whilst his 
reflections run over the pa.•t year, he thinks 
of the solemn states of his hearers, either in 
grace or in sin; be thinks of his ministry, 
Has it been blessed of God the Holy Ghost? 
l1ave souls been saved? Ah, he mourns over 
his weakness, he inwardly cries for fresh 
strength, and he pants for more usefulness, 
for he solemnly rem em hers how soon all will 
be over, soon the great g-atherinl!' will take 
place, the final separation will follow, and 
then where shall we and our people be ? 0, 
my God, may I 

H With my last labouring breath 
Thy lovingkindness sing in dea.th." 

From report you see we have cause to thank 
God and take courage. With re,:rard to the 
recol!'Ilition services, which to.;k place in 
September, 1876, I have a paper almost 
complete entitled, " Christian Experience 
lllustrat;d in the Lord's Dealings with my 
Own Soul "beinl!' the substance of an address. 
delivered ~n that oecasion. I will forward it 
next mail. Wishine yourself and the 
Churches of truth in En,:rland every blessing. 
Yours fraternally in bonds of truth, 

F. FULLARD. 

ELLINGTON. - At Bytborn special 
services we were honoured with the company 
of the venerable Elling-ton Baptist pastor, 
Mr. Ashbv, who hns for more than thirty 
vears Iiveil and laboured in Ellineton, be
loved and honoured ; not even David, the 
child of the once Rushnen hero, ever worked 
more piously than this father of the Baptist 
family at Ellington, in Hunts. 
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BAPrrzrNG IN THE CREEK, BLACK
BURN. 

DEAR AND BELOVED BROTHER IN 
THE LoRD,-The blessing of our covenant 
Three-One-God for ever ~est upon you, :hat 
you may never be weary m your work and 
labour of love, but that you may always 
abound in the work of the Lord to His 
glory, and the good of Zion. ' 

Dear brother, I send you a short account 
·ol our solemn service this day, in the bnptizing 
of five of Zion's children, who all went 
thro~gh . that solemn ordina11:ce of being 
bapt1zed mto the death of ChrtSt in a calm 
sober, lodng, and cheerful ma~ner to th;, 
will ol our God, and the example of Christ. 

We met together at a farm called Haggs' 
Hall, where a dear brother and ~ister live 
and from thence we went to the Creek' 
and held open-air service, then baptized i~ 
the brook; about 200 present. The portion 
·of Scripture read, on which our remarks 
were founded, was Roinans ,•i. 3, 4, from 
whence the death, burial, and resurrection ol 
Jesus, the eternal Son of God, were the main 
points dwelt on. The immediate cause of 
-death, sin; the eternal cause, Christ's ever
lasting love to His Church; and His Father 
and ours; the Father He honoured and glori
fied; the Church He loved by a just and 
honourable salvation. It was shown that 
man, in sinning against God, changed the 
truth into a lie, and" the glory of the incor
ruptible God into an image made like to 
•l'orruptible man," &c. (Rom. i. 23-25); and 
man aiming at these things in God, although 
he could not change them, as they are in 
God, yet as they are revealed to man, as 
God's creature, he changed them in that 
relative state they were revealed in; and 
by so doing man committed such an 
infinite offence to God, that the drowning of 
the old world, the burning of Sodom and 
Oomorrah, nor the slaying of the Egyptians, 
no, nor all the sufferings of all men, 
whether in this world or that to come, could 
give satisfaction to j uslice for the ~reat 
-offence committed against the true and holy 
God. But when justice and the eternal 
Son of Go<! met on Cal vary's cnoss, j usfice 
met with a glorious and majestic Person, 
whose life was worth more than all men and 
angels put together. So justice received an 
·overflowing satisfaction in the death of the 
Prince of Life. Oh, the worth of Jesus! 
And as Jesus was made of a woman, and 
made under the law by circumcision, and 
came manifestively into His suretyship en
gagements, He then stood io all the rela
tions that sinful inan stood in to God, to law, 
sin, wrath, and the curse of a holy and just 
God. But, blessed be the God of all grace, 
His death and satisfaction put an end to 
these relations, and life, immortality, and 
incorruptioility in Himself, He rose from the 
·dead, and " orought life and immortality to 
light by the Gospel." So that a believer 
having the Spirit of Christ in regeneration, 
and a revelation to his soul of what the doing 
and dying of Christ has done for him, he rises 
iato the blessings of Christ, on Christ, and 
to Christ as his Redeemer, Husband, and 

King; thus being baptiged into the death of 
Christ, he declares to all around him! that 
by the death of Christ he is dead to a I hie 
former relation~ to law, sin, wrath, and 
curse of a holy and just God. These 
were some of the things set forth, and some 
declared the Word was with unction and 
sweet power to their souls. Blessed be ou_r 
covenant God for evermore. Amen. 

J.C. ARCHER. 
Whit Monday, May 21, 1877. 

PIMLICO.-Dear brother Gooding, 01 
Richmond Rehoboth,-You wish me to let 
you know how Princes-row anniversary 
went off. Well, I went to the afternoon 
service to hear James Hand's sermon. I 
pencilled a few lines on it, which I will, give, 
the Lord permitting. A large body of truth
loving people took tea. Our most excellent 
sisters, Mrs. Day, Mrs. Woodrow, and many 
o•hers, served up a plentiful store. All were 
delighted; and if you had heard Benjamin 
Woodrow roll out some of Kent's most pre
cious hymn~, you would have believed that 
those sacred poems were so deep in Benja
min•~ heart, that every word came out 
clothed with a living, loving, and unctuous 
power. James Hand presided. John Bon
ney supplicated the throne of the Majesty in 
the heavens. Charles Cornwell took us into 
the land of Canaan, and brought as good a 
report as did Caleb and Joshua. Thomas 
Stringer walked about Zion with a beautiful 
boldness, expounding the Word, and exalting 
his Lord and Master. I felt after his address 
nothjng more could he said, but the chairman 
would have brethren W. Webb, R. Bur
bridge, and myself speak a little. I could 
not resist a feeling of grateful joy when I 
saw young lsaa., Levinsohn and Samuel 
Banks sitting together. I thought, if the 
Lord will spare them, they may be of much 
use to 001· Ch.urches when our poor stam
mering. tongues are silent in the grave. 
I thought-both these young brethren spoke 
well. · Pimlico Rehoboth has been ntcely 
renovated ; and the meeting was so well 
sustained that I hope the Lord's rich blessing 
was realised. Ah ! brother Gooding, both 
you and I must soon leave all these scenes. 
'May the Lord in His great mercy take us, is 
the prayer of C. W. BANKS. 

BYTHORN.-ToC. W.BANKs,-Grace 
mP,rcy, and peace be multiplied upon you and 
the whole Israel of God. Many thanks for 
vour kindness in coming specially to help 
and encourage our dear pastor on W ednes
day, June 13th; we cannot lee! ·thankflll 
enough; it must have been of the Lord; a 
blessing will attend the Word spoken that 
day. We are thankful to the friends from 
neighbouring villages coming to show 
sympathy for the cause of truth at Bythom. 
Over seventy sat down to tea, a large gather
ing for us. May the Lord increase us as a 
flock, that the place may again be filled with 
worshippers, that sovereign grace may still 
be proclaimed rich and free for every poor, 
trembling, hungering, thirsting, heavy-laden 
sinnercomingtoJesus.-JAHES P. PRYOR. 
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BLACKBURN.-DBAR AND BBLOVBD 
BR0THl!,R BANKS, in the faith of the ever
lasting Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Grace, mercy and peace unto you, from the 
God of our salvation. I have been preaching 
at OM bury, near Jllrminghom. 1:!layed 
there some days to visit my brethren in the 
Lord. A young man, one of the sons of the 
deacons at Gorsty-hill chapel, came to Old
bury and told me, with tears in his eyes, 
what the Lord bad done for him in quicken
ing bis soul into life eternal, when I was 
there supplying last autumn. O, how en
couraging to us poor tried, tempted, and 
persecuted miniRters are such teotimonies of 
the power of God attending the Word. On 
L"ord's-day, August 12, we 3hall expect you, 
if our Lord will. May He bring you in the 
fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of 
Christ. Nothing else will do for us but a full 
and precious Christ. I received the five we 
baptized into Church fellowship on June 
8. The Lord gave me a calm, solemn, 
sober mied, and sweet feelings. One of our 
deacons said he never did witness such a time 
at the Lord's table before in his life. 0, how 
good it is when our T!Jree-One-God of salva
tion meets with us to anoint our thirsty souls 
with the hies.sings of Hi• great, all-wise, and 
glorious salvation. 0 the blessedness of being 
like children at home in the house of our God 
and Father. " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul." 
Dear brother, I have read with pain and 
grief the conduct and spirit shewn towards 
our dear brother S. Sears. Sure I am it is 
not the s_pirit of our meek and lowly Jesus. 
But, alas! dear brother, the same spirit and 
conduct exists in nearly all these Churches ; 
they are far estranged from the spirit of our 
Lord Jesus. They cry out, " Preach my 
e.11:pe1·ience;" and if a minister preaches the 
truth as it is in Jesus, the cry is, he does 
not preach my experience. The truth is, 
Christ is a holy, living Christ., and He gives a 
holy, living experience of the truth as it is 
in Himself: A person once said to mein Black
burn," Mr. Archer, you do not preach my ex
perience." "No," I replied, "how can a 
teetotaler preach the experience of a drunk
ard ? " Of course I wa.• hated and opposed 
by the same person ever after. But that 
said person went on drinking until a palsy 
fit was the result. What surprised me most 
was to see his obituary, announcing be died a 
glol'ious death. Most of those Churches in 
the North are in a very low, low state. 
Christ is not preached. I have said, for 
years they have buried Him in the sepulchre 
of a carnal and corrupt experience. The 
preaching now-a-days is no more like that 
of dear William Gadsby, of blessed me
mory, than that of the Roman priests, and 
yet men with no living experience of the 
vital truths of Christ arerirtingon His name, 
as a pack horse, into the Churches, and tel
ling the people a few "nemlotes about Him. 
wherewith the people are pleased. Thus W. 
G. is preached, and not his Lord and Master. 

J.C. A. 

RICHMOND, SURREY.-The forty
fifth anniversary of Mr. W. J. Gooding's 

ministry was celebrated in the Park-Shot, 
Rehoboth, June 20th. Mr. R. C. Bardens 
preached the sermon; John Wild, Esq., of 
Hayes, presided over public meeting, and his 
opening address was well-timed, being suited 
to stir the people up to a practical sympathy 
with the ministers and Churches of Jesus 
Christ. We all inly rejoiced to see Jllr. 
Wild, Mr. Bardens, their wives, their friends, 
and many families, coming around brother 
Gooding and his little flock, to cheer them 
on in their work. Neat and quiet exhorta
tions were fliven by B. Woodrow, E. For
man (of March), C. W. Bank•, R. G. 
Edwards, C. Masterson, R. C. Bardens, 
pastor Gooding, and others. Brother 
Ed wards called for personal and zealous 
activity from the members of all our Churches, 
aiming to gather in souls to hear. We all 
sain, Amen. But who will do the work? 
rin Peterborough city some truthful souls 
I find, but if they had heard dear Edwards 
I think they would feel inclined to write 
him down as one unsound.-C. W. B.]. 

NORWICH.-Pitt-street chapd must 
have (a gracious Providence permitting) a 
good minister, or the place must be lost to 
our denomination. I have been down once 
to help them, free of all cost to them; and I 
am now hopeful of securing some good 
preachers, but funds are required. I have 
been helpin!,\" so many Churches in different 
parts, that the funds are all but exhausted. 
I am loo kine: to the Lord to cause some to. 
aid in this absolutely necessary charitable 
effort, and He will not let me ask and pray 
in vain. C. W. B. 

ASKETT.-Tbe anniversary was Whit 
Monday. Mr. Stringer preached unto us. 
We had lar11:e gatherings; the chapel was 
thronged. Friends of truth came to wish 
us God speed and to uphold our hands. 
About 200 partook of a bountiful tea, the 
cost of which bad been given hy the members 
and Jriends of the cause. We are holding 
on in peace and love ; the Lord's presence is 
often manifestly enjoyed by both speaker and 
hearers. Correspondent L., in June 
VESSEL, says, " Friends have made us a 
present of a handsome harmonium," and that 
we have large congregations; we add this 
is quite true; but that we have less preach
ing than fol'merly is not true, seeing that we 
have three preaching services on Lord's-days, 
~irh sermons varying in length, each of 
from thirty-five to sixty minutes, which we 
think to be as much as any ministel' can 
bring forth, or reasonable people digest. 

F. G. BURGESS. 

RINGSTEAD.-Mr. J. S. Anderson, of 
Deptford, preached our anniversary sermons, 
and Mr . . Alfred Hall, of London, has been 
supplying us with good preachino-, and most 
z~alously visiting the afflicted and the dying. 
We are not nil of one heart and of one mind. 
Some of our irentrv wish collegiate students, 
but, when Alfred i-Iall comes. to Ringstead,. 
"!e have good Sundays, and large congrega-
tions. W. 
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BOW.-Our Albert-t.errace frieads held 
annual services July 10 and 12. Tbe great 
-Gospel was preacbed by the pastor, William 
Webb, George Pung, and Thomas Stringer. 
At public meeting, Mr. Woodard emphati
-cally exfl()unded the suretyship of Christ. 
Mr. George Elven discoursed the advocate
cbaracter; J. Griffith came up witl1, 
"Christ, the Foundation." C. W. Banks 
would insist upon the tact that our Lord 
.Jesus Christ is" the Friend that love1h at 
all times." George Webb confirmed it with 
a bymn. J. Bonney put tlte top-stone on 
the meeting by proclaiming " Christ is All 
.and in all." 

COBHAM. - Ebenezer. All lovers of 
free and sovereign grace will be glad to hear 
that at Collham there is a band of sinners 
saved by grace struggling, by prayer and 
supplication, to maintain the cause of truth 
-in that place. They bave hard work. II 
some rich ones would send them belp, the 
Master is looking on, and they would in no 
wise lose their reward. Friends of this 
cause met to celebrate the fourth anniver
sary on June 5, when many favoured them 
witb their presence. Mr. Stevens preached 
in the afternoon from " Let my heart be 
"Sound ia Thy statutes tbat I be not ashamed;" 
sound in the knowledge of God's Word, 
sound in experience, sound in practice. At 
the tea Ebenezer looked charming, with 
tables spread and decorated with :flowers. 
In the evening, Mr. Hall, of Clapham, 
preached a sermon that will not soon be for
.gotten, from Epb. iii. 8. There was a 
•collection ; Mr. Hall kindly promised to 
double the amount collected. May tbe Lord 
move the hearts ol those who have it to give 
.and help them. J. EVERETT. 

S O U T H WA LE S.- English Baptist 
-Church, Bargoed, near Cardiff. The above 
Church was formed a-year and a-quarter 
.ago, under the pa:itorate of Mr. J . .Holton. 
Since the formation, four members have 
been added by baptism, two by letter, and 
the congregation quite doubled. The first 
anniversary was held May 27 and 28, when 
C. W. Banks, of London, came and preached 
three sermons on the Sunday, and delivered 
a very interesting lecture on the following 
Monday, after a numbe,: had taken tea. 
These services were decidedly the largest 
and most interesting English services of a 
religious cllaracter ever held in Bargoed. 
Tile kind sympathy Mr. C. W: B. hassho\l'.n 
towards tllis rising cause and its pastor will 
not be soon forgotten. We hope he might 
be Jong spared to labo!'r in bis Maste_r's 
vineyard, and that be might lavour 118 w1tb 
another visit. On the following day, Tues
dav May 29, Mr. C. W. B. also visited 
Bla~k wood and there again told his tale of 
li1e and lov~. At this place also the writer 
bears the service will be long remembered. 

GRUNDISBURGH.-Mr. William 
Knibll Dexter, originally of Peterborough1 
since of Meopllaru, has been called to succeea 
that strong, steady, and successful pastor, 

Samuel Collins. For eight years or more It 
appeared Mr. Dexter WIAOI bappily sustained 
in tbe min:istl'y of the place, whe1-e Mr. 
Pope so long and honourably laboured. Mr. 
Dexter's call to a larger fleld of labour we 
hope will be attended with mucl1 more 
abundant fruitfnlnessin reviving, in awaken
ing, and in building up the Cllurcb at Grun
disllurgh, one of tile largest ceat1'e8 of Gospel 
truth in Suffolk. 

RIPLEY, SURREY.-Mr. C. Z. Turner 
and his friends celebrated their annual spring 
meeting, Monday, June 4th, when our 
brother C. W. Banks, and a good number 
of Speldlmrst-road Mends came down to 
encourage our pastor and his little Cilurch. 
C. W. B. gave us two warm sermons; and 
in tue evening, in the name of the Church 
and congregation, he presented brother C. 
Turner wilb. a little purse, and a few tokens 
therein, or our continued alfection for him 
in the truth. Our place was crowded, our 
hearts rejoiced, and we closed the blessed 
services by all cheerfully singing, "A day's 
march nearer home." Every year our upper 
room is improved a little; but if the Lord 
would enable us to build a chapel, and fill it 
with ransomed, regenerated, saved, devoted, 
praying, and working Christians, it would 
g!Adden our venerable brother Green, and all 
who here do love and fear our heavenly 
Father. 

LINCOLNSHIRE COAST. - "Surly 
One " says, " It is easy enough for your 
father to preach t.en or twelve sermons per 
week, because be :flies from one end of 
England to another, and can give the same 
over again." Answer is, he does not, be 
cannot; no honest fellow will truthfully say 
be does. Such " Surly Ones" are full of 
envy. The big bulls of Bashan have gone 
bellowing against us all through the country 
for years ; but in the poor Churches we have 
a little work tq do. When we all prayerfully 
mind our own business, it will be better for 
our Churches. 

LINCOLN. -All the Baptist Churches 
in this city (innocently enougll, no doubt,) 
fixed upon Sunday, June 24, to bold special 
anniversary services. 'rhe Staudards had 
the great Mr. Owen; the Generals had the 
talented Dr. Clifford, editor of " General 
Baptist Magazine," at which they call the 
Spurgeon chapel; G. A. Brown was the 
preacher; while in Zoar chapel anniversary 
sermons were preached by C. W. Banks. 
Hence, ech in his own small way did his 
best to tell the people what the truth is. 
So diverse the discourses, that one asketh, 
" Can they all be true ? '.' 

WELLINGBORO'. - "Indeed." 
" Perfectly unparalleled." " What a rich 
county is this for weighty men! " " This is 
a rishig town." To some it may be said, 
"Yet lackest thou one thing." 01 Earl's 
Barton we cannot answer. The\" !lid run 
well. Who bath hindered ? • 
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SUNNJNGDALE. 
"THB PROSPECT OP HEAVEN CARRIBB 

111:E AB0VB EARTHLY CARE." 
DBAR MR, BANKB,-Our blessed Lord 

called home to Himself our much esteemed 
:friend Mr. Wellbelove, Lord's-day, April 1st. 
For many/ears he was a disciple of the Lord 
Christ, an during his life his desire was to 
live" Looking unto Jesus." 

When a young man he was mysteriously 
led to enter a chapel where he heard a funeral 
sermon, the result of which led him to see 
himself a poor lost sinner, and in need of a 
Saviour. 

He was the first person immel'!!ed in 
Ebenezer chapel, Sunningdale, now fifty 
yeal'!! ago. Henceforth it was his endeavour 
to walk in the light of the Lord. By God's 
grace he was enabled so to do. For many 
yeal'!! he held the office of deacon, and he 
wag also one of the trustees. Grace was 
abundantly bestowed upon him during the 
last few weeks of his life. Our sister Ml'!!. 
Wellbelove says:-

On one occasion; when repeating that 
r.recious hymn, " Rock of Ages," he said, 
' Yes, through the shedding of His pre

cious blood He has placed me in the cleft of 
the Rock, and blessed be His Name, 'tis a 
Rock that changes not." 

At another time he told bis dear wife not 
to weep·, their separation would not be long, 
there were many precious promises in God's 
Word to cheer her drooping spirit. Then 
lifting his hands as high as he was able, be 
exclaimed," 0, the prospect of heaven carries 
me above all earthly care." 

His son asking if be felt Christ precious 
to His soul, he replied, " I never felt the 
sweetness of a Saviour's love as I do now." 
Then in a moment there apoeared to him a 
beautiful light coming straight down lrom 
heaven-be said it was beyond description ; 
and there were thousands of saints as
sembled with a song of triumph ; one came 
to him sayinl{, " This is the channel of 
mercy which JS, open for you." There were 
many sweet manilestations of the precious
ness of bis Saviour to bis soul, and be de
sired me 'to give bis dying love to the 
ministers of Jesus Christ, saying they bad 
oft refreshed his spirit. 

A few houl'!! before bis departure be ex
claimed, " Hasten Thy chariot wheels, dear 
Lord, and take me home." Then, with a 
sweet smile on bis countenance, he said, 

u Loudest of the crowd I'll sing, 
And. shout of sovereign grace.'' 

He put out his band to take farewell of 
t1!ose dear ones who were standing around 
bis bed, and gave them all his bletling. 
God grant that we may join him in glory, 
to praise the riches of His grace for ever. 
Our so1·row is. not without hope, for we know 
our loss is his eternal gain. 

" E'en now by faith we clasp the hands 
Or those who've gone before," 

"Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
may my last end be like his," for his end was 
peace. 

"Anon the pee.rly g&te• nnlold, 
A':' heir of b]ise dre,we nigh; 

Age.m they •tn ke their he,rp• of gold 
And H&llelnjah cry. 

Ere long, I hope to join the throng 
Who bow before the King, ' 

And in one everle.Rting Rong 
My Hallelujah bring." ' 

On behalf of Mrs. Wellbelove H. E. S. 
Sunningdale, June 8, 1877. ' 

I~SWJCH, SUFFOLK. - Re-opening 
services ID. Bethesda chapel. Special services 
in connection with this house ot God were 
held on Lord'~-day, June 17, when Mr. W. 
Crowther, of Gomersal, county Yorkshire 
pre~h~ two solid, so~l-cbeering, and God~ 
glor1fy1Dg sermons; ID the morning from 
l Cor. ii. 5; in the evening from 1 Cor. x. 
4. The attendance was as usual good and 
attentiye. In _the evening of 1\-Ionday, 18th, 
a public meet1Dg was convened in the spa
cious chapel; a goodly company of friends 
gathered together, when Mr. Crowther pre
sided. After a hymn, Mr. P. Brown, of 
Colchester, offered prayer. The chairman 
then read Psalm cii., and delivered a steady 
homely, and telling address on the stones and 
dust of Zion, which seemed to touch the 
very hearts of the lowly in truth, and which 
was supplemented by a speech from l'Ir. W. 
Winters, of Waltham Abbey, on the origin 
power, and practical results of Divine Jov~ 
lHeb. xiii: 1), which was followed by a 
speech, pregnant with good and well-digested 
thought from the lips of an Ipswichian 
worthy, Mr. W. Houghton, who like His 
Divine Master, goes about doing g~od. Mr. 
G. G. Whorlow, of H.arwich, next spoke 
some sweet words on Christ's prayer (John 
xvii. ), and the union existing between 
Christ and the Church. Mr. S. K. Bland 
ot Beccles, followed with a few kind remark; 
on the object ot the meeting, ancl Mr. J. 
Marling, of Zoar chapel, Ipswich, addressed 
the friends on the Name of Jesus and the 
primary nature of His great work' of salva
tion. Mr. Lamb, ot' Tunstall, brought up 
the rear with a sermon in brief on the 
exalted Redeemer and His love to sinners 
after which "All hail the power of Jesus1 
name" was sung right heartily, and the 
meeting terminated. Bethesda chapel is now 
clean and respectable, and quite ready to re
ceive the pastor elect, whose marriage with 
the Church here, it is to be hoped, will 
always be remembered with pleasure and 
satisfaction. The cost of the renovation of 
the chapel amounts to something like £50 
out of whicb £80 have been collected durin.'. 
the services, and the balance, doubtless, l\ill ~ 
cleared oft' before Mr. Kern entP.rs upon his 
pastoral laboul'!!. W isbing the Church and 
new pastor may receive every new-covenant 
blessing in Christ, I am yours, &c., 

W ALTHAMENSIS. 

NORFOLK.-We a1·e glad Mr. Snaitb is 
happy and useful at Carlton Rose, preach
ing in liberty, and baptizing with joy; but is 
his view of Pitt-street correct? 
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BURGH-LE-MARSH TO BOSTON 
TOWN.-Saturday morning, June 23rd, 
walking on the station road, a drenching 
shower came down. A little hope spring11 
up that a heavenly shower of h·uctifying 
grace may descend upon us all at Lincoln 
to-morro"'. This Burgh-le-Marsh and 
Mooksthorpe affair is ext1·emely distressing. 
The angel of light is wise and wirked too. 
Wboe,·er in future times shall tairly writ~ 
the true history of this Church will find 
strange material to deal \\'itl1. Think over 
the lives, the labours, the leavings, ot all their 
dearly-belo\'ed pastors, the ancient aud 
modern Bulls, the H~rshells, the Childs, 
the Thomsetts, poor Thomas Newbold, now 
in Lincoln asylum, the coming and going of 
William Wright, the twenty-eig-ht years 
during which that most faithful watchman, 
John Foreman, was their anuh•ersary bishop; 
then come on to the meek aud quiet William 
Beddow; add thereto the pol'traits, true to 
the life of those magoanimo11s men who 
govern' the whole e,tate, that beautiful 
Church-meeting, and other addenda; «ud 
such a historv would !righten such timid 
thing,; as myself. We had two meetings in 
the hall upon the bill. I think a few pro
fitable lessmis may be drawn from them pre
sently. The Churches are afflicted in many 
parts. 

DATCHET.-:May 16, 1877. In h.is 
sixty·nin tb year, William Lam be~t, oi ISloug~, 
after a briel illness, fell asleep in Jesus, in 
whose atoning blood and Jrerfect righteousness 
be built all his hopes of salvation. He became 
a n,ember of the Baptist Church, Datcbet, 
Feb 18.1.5 and was chosen deacon Nov. 
of tb~ same' vear wbich office be consistently 
and faithfuliy scirved thirty-one years and 
six montils. He was a free-grace taugbt 
man. Just before his death be said the same 
blessed trntbs that have been my support all 
through life are the same to me now-Ch_rist's 
complete atonement and perfect work finLShed 
for me is the ground ol all my hope. As 
the mountains are round about Jerusalem, 
so is the Lord round about His people. 

YEOVIL.-The death of Mr. Milbourne, 
through tlle Bath accident, fell like cloud ol 
sorrow upon all who knew him, and not 
only in Ye~vil, but _throug!1out ~be Church~ 
who abide 1n the fa.ith. Mr. Milb~ur~e w~ 
highly esteemed. His beloved fum1ly, bLS 
r.astor, Mr. Varder, the Church he stood so 
long connected with, the poor, and all classes 
of society most intensely mourn over the 
loss or a man so useful and so true ; we ex
pect to give some further particulars. 

BYTHORN. - Wednesday, June 13th, 
special services were held in connection 
with the settlement of the pastor, Mr, 
Kingston, when C. W. Banks _preached in 
the alterooun a very appropnate sermon, 
basing his remarks on Nehemiah viii, 8. A 
public tta was held in the chapel, when 
between seventy and eighty sat do~n, 
several from neighbouri.ng Churches shew1~g 
their sympathy by the1r presence. ServICe 

in the evening commenced at 6 ; the pastor 
occupied the chair. After giving out the 
hymn, he called upon Mr. Nunby, ol Raunds, 
to lead in prayer ; after again singing, 
the chairman hrl•fly alluded to hi~ settlement 
among them, end the dootrines he intended 
to preach by the help and strength of the 
Master; then called upon Mr. Banks to 
deliver bis Lecture on "Oxford to Rome; 
Rome to Hea,•en ; " which was listened to 
with deep feeling end marked attention 
throughout. After the lecture a vote of 
thanks wns unanimously given to the lec
turer. As the meeting dispersed several 
were beard to say, we hove not had such an 
enjoyable day at Bytborn for many years. 

RINGWOOD, HANTS.-Tbe Baptists 
here have now another opportunity of doing 
good. Their cause ha• been seriously injured. 
Our brother, David B. Garnham, has 
yielded to a pressing request to preach to 
them statedlv for three months in their 
chapel, near Christchurch~street. We most 
heartily pray that ere very long he will be 
the pastor there over a prosperous cause. 

CAMDEN TOWN .-The ·anniversary of 
the Sunday school, at Camden lecture ball, 
wns most encouraging. On Sunday, May 
13, three sermons· were preached : those 
morning and evening by our pastor, and in 
the aftemoon by brother Box, of Soho. The 
following Wednesday evening, May 16, a 
public meeting was heM; the pastor pre
sided ; brother Oakey offered prayer: 11nd 
the following ministerial brethren andressed 
the meetinl[: Mess~. Flack, Evans, Master
son, and Woodard. The collections were 
good, and the prusence of the Master was 
much felt and enjoyed. 

NORTHAMPTON.-In this strong-shoe 
factory, June, 1877, bad much converse with 
S-w-k T-y-n. The days when W. L. 
was here, when-what is not here now. 
Cannot ghe full notes yet. 

OUNDLE.-Weare still without a pastor. 
Is there one in all England who will come 
and bind up our hearts, and pull us to-
gether? A. P. 

l{arriagt. 
At Enon chapel, Chatham, recently, Ebenezer, 

son of M.r. Joseph Oa1Sse, eeutor aencon, to 
Catherine, daughter of the la1e Mr. Whitting, 
farmer. Service conducted by Mr. J. W.Norton, 
of Clapham. 

• 
Margaret, the beloved wife ot Joseph A. 

Pardoe, •weetly fell a•leep In Jeeu• on May 23rd, 
at 20, Stanley-road, Hackney, aged 30 years. 
Interred at Abnel•P&rk cemetery. 

In allectlonate remembrance of Thomas 
Emery; born at Daventry, Noribamptonehlre, 
March 11th, 1807; died at T1·lng, Horta, Feb
ruary 25th, 1M77. Also ot Margaret, sls1er ot 
the above, who died sud,lenly, at Ellcaborougb, 
February 11th, 1877, aged seventy-four years. 



tgt Jafe '.Btr. Jogn ltilbornt. 
THE FATAL BRIDGE-THE HOSPITAL-THE SCENES AND SHRIEKS 

OF THE SUFFERERS-SPECIAL MEETINGS FOR PRAYER AT YEOVIL 

- MR. MILBORNE's DYL.~G AssuRANCEs - His DIRECTIONS FOR 

FUNERAL-HIS PEACEFUL END. 

DEAR MR. BA.NKS,-I write you, feeling assured you would like 
to receive a letter from me, enclosing a few of the last words of 

my late beloved father, Mr. John Milborne, whom you well knew, and 
who died from exhaustion through injuries received in the Bath 
accident, by the falling of the Widcombe-bridge. You are well aware 
that he was a man who loved the LORD JESUS CHRIST in sincerity and 
truth, having been a consistent member of the Strict Baptist Church 
here for over forty years; who, I know, adored the dear name of the 
Redeemer, and who is now rejoicing with his Saviour in glory for ever 
with the Lamb. This comforts us in our distressing bereavement, for 
we know that our loss is his eternal gain. 

r·went with him to Bath, and was with him during the whole of 
his painful affliction to the end, with one exception. I shall never for
get rushing through the hospital (for he wished to be borne there) 
looking amongst the sick and dying who had also sustained fearful 
injuries, to discover my beloved father ; and when I beheld him, his 
dear face so white, so calm, and him so conscious, I could but thank 
God he was spared with his life. I said to him, " Oh, my dear father, 
I am thankful to God you are living." "Ye~, my dear child," was his 
reply, " and I am thankful ; but so much hurt." 

The doctors informed me he was in a most dangerous state; that 
his leg must be amputated at once, or he would bleed to death in half
an-hour. Father said, " I am prepared for the worst." 

He had requested that my beloved mother be telegraphed for, and 
hi,s medical adviser ; he was anxious that his doctor may be in time to 
operate, but that could not be. I commended the dear one to the 
Lord, and said, "You know whom you have believed; and that Ire 
can, and will, support you." He said, " I know it, I know it." He 
kissed me most fondly ; and was then quickly removed to the operating 
room. 

I cannot describe my feelings-alone in that hospital amongst 
strangers, hearing the shrieks and groans of the sufferers, the running 
to and fro of the doctors and nurses, and people trying to discover 
their afflicted, dead, or dying. · It was to me a Babel of confusion; and 
my poor heart beating out its double grief. In an hour I was admitted 
to a small ward, specially devoted to my darling father, and where he 
was laid without his dear leg; his patience and submission to the 
Divine will of God was most comforting. It was a sad and trying 
scene when his beloved partner came to see him, whom she was so so_on 
to part from for ever in this world. She asked him if it was well with 
him ? meaning as to eternal things. He said, " All well, my dear." 

VOL. XXXIIJ,-AUGUST, 1877, Q 
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She said, " Oh, to think you should come here to meet with such a 
dreadful accident!" He said, '' We cannot fathom it ; ' God moves in 
a myst.erious way,'" &c. 

She then said, " I suppose, my dear, whether you live or die, it will 
be well with you?" He answered, " Yes." " I believe you have a 
good hope through grace that the Lord hath pardoned your sins?" His 
reply was, " Oh, yes, I have." 

I told him the people at the Tabernacle had held a special prayer 
meeting on his behalf, and that forty had offered up prayers to heaven 
for him. He was silent for some moments after; no doubt, in earnest 
prayer for them. On the Sunday morning, at four o'clock, he wished 
for his medicine; he said he felt drowsy, and went to sleep. He slept 
sernn hour~. When he awoke, we noticed a great change for the worst, 
and telegraphed for my brothers to come. He asked the doctor what 
he thought of him. When the doctor left him, he took hold of my 
dear mother, drew her down, and kissed her several times most 
t.enderly; and said, "My dear, what do you think of me?" She said, 
" Do you mean respecting the state of your health ? " " Yelil." 
"Well, my beloved husband, I think you are in a most critical state ; 
and I do not think you will recover." He smiled most sweetly at her, 
and said, " I AM NOT AFRAID TO DIE I I HAVE NOT ONE FEAR of 
death." She replied, "What a mercy I " He then said, "I believe I 
have tasted of Jesus' pardoning love; and that He hath washed away 
all my sins in His most precious blood ! I heard singing this morning" 
(which he did from the old abbey), and he said, "I thought, I shall 
soon hear a different class of music in heaven, and I'll try to sing the 
loudest to my victorious King ! " He then said, "I wish no display ; 
I should like everything decent, and in order (meaning his funeral); 
I should like Mr. Varder to preach from these words, ' Thanks be unto 
God, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ!' Or, 
if he is not led to preach from those words, I have another, 'Let the 
inhabitants of the Rock sing ; let them shout from the tops of the 
mountains ! ' Tell him to say nothing about me, only that I am a 
poor sinner saved by grace. I should like sung, ' There is a fountain 
filled with blood,'" &c. Then he said, " I should like to have lived a 
little while longer, to have tried to do a little more good." . 

He was then very faint, and fast sinking. About half-an-hour 
after be said "Hark, hark, hark," as though he was already hearing 
the praises of the redeemed in heaven; and _his lips moved, and he 
smiled so sweetly, as though communmg with the heavenly hosts. 
A.bout three minutes before he breathed his last, he opened his dear 
eyes gradually, and looked straight before him, as though looking 
through the gat.es into the city, and then gradually closed them again, 
and faintly breathed out bis spirit to the God who gave it without a 
struggle or groan. · 

Thus died a just man, who was most exemplary, always ready to do 
good making peace, healing breaches, comforting the children of God, 
and the mourners, ever ready to plead and advise. So died a worthy 
man, in his sixty-second year, June 10, 1877. Well may it be said of 
him "the memory of the just is blessed." He leaves behind him a 
sorr;wing widow, who hopes to join him in the regions of the blest; 
also, six children, for whom he said on his death-bed he had prayed 
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for thousands of times. May his prayers be answered, so that when 
<Jhrist shall make up His jewels may they be found in the casket, then 
all will be well with them for time and eternity. 

I enclose you a memorial card, and am, my dear Mr. Banks, 
Yours, in deep sorrow, 

,Join'd with the hosts he loucUy sings 
Of his Redeemer's gracious love, 

Hosannahs to the King of kings ; 
Now owning Him who reigns above. 

Made new by JesllB' precious blood, 
In heaven he lives ; his work is o'er; 

Led over Jordan's icy flood, 
Beyond, upon that blissful shore. 

On Christ the Rock he gladly leans, 
Resigns bis tabernacle here ; 

Nor sighs to leave all earthly things, 
Eternal joys now greet his ear. 

Yeovil, July, 1877, 

SOPHIA HILL. 

SOPHIA HILL. 

A LOSS TO THE CHURCH, A GAIN TO THE CHRISTIAN. 

D IED at her residence, Lyndhurst-road, Peckham, on Friday, June 
1, Amy Elizabeth, the beloved wife of Mr. J. A. Brown, 

Baptist minister of Drummond-road chapel, Bermondsey, and second 
daughter of Geo. Thos. Congreve, Esq., of Coombe-lodge, Peckham. 
She was interred in the family grave of her father, at Nunhead 
-cemetery, on Wednesday, June 6. The funeral services were conducted 
by Mr. Wigner (of New Cross) and Mr. Briscoe (of Rye-lane). A 
large number of the congregations of Drummond-road and of Rye-lane, 
.as well as private friends, were gathered on the occasion. She was a 
gifted writer, an earnest promoter of mothers' meetings, a most 
winning Bible class teacher, and beloved by all who knew her. 
Eminently qualified for Christian work, had health permitted, she 
might have had a c~reer of great usefulness. How mysterious are His 
ways, and past :findmg out ! 

Here are some lines written by her upon a sick couch, in 1873. 

Weary,-weary holll's I 
Slowly ye pass by ; 

When I see not Jesus, . 
When He dmws not nigh. 

P1·ayerless,-prayerless hours! 
When my soul can't fly 

To the gate of heaven, 
With one contrite cry. 

Joyful,-joyful hotn'S ! 
How swiftly the time flies, 

" When I can read my title clear, 
To mansions in the skies." 

Precious,-precious holll's ! 
"Wben the mist has flown, 

And face to face with Jesus, 
I commune with Him alone. 

Joyless,-joyless hours! Brightest,-brightest holll's ! 
'when in pain I lie, When this frail body dies ; 

And I don't feel Jesus, And my soul has gone to Jesus, 
The Goel-Man passing by. Beyond-beyond the skies ! 

The last verse she has now fully realised. 
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SKETCH OF THE LATE JAMES WELLS. 
CHAPTER III. 

"Nobly thy course is run, 
Splendour is round it ; 

Bravely the fight is won, 
Glory bath crowned it. 

In the high warfare 
Of heaven grown hoary, 

Thou art gone, like a summer's sun, 
Shrouded in glory." 

IN our last chapter we followed the Christian hero, in imagination to 
his gra"°e. There his mortal part rests, but his soul- .' 

" --- Of origin Divine, 
God's glorious image, freed from clay, 

Throughout etemity will shine, 
A star of day." 

Yes, dear friends, in the peerless,
--- Golden city, 

Beyond the bridgeless river," 

he will rise in the scale of purity and of love throughout everlasting 
ages, and learn more and more of the nature of the Christ he loved to 
speak of when he was a pilgrim-traveller on earth. 

And now for a few more brief remarks respecting his life and 
ministry. He entered upon this " teeming stage of strife'' the same 
year we did-1803, in the town of .Alton, a town notable for the manu
facture of those liquors from the dietetic use of which he abstained so 
many years. His reasons for so doing were so clearly stated by the 
\'enerable Thomas Jones, when ·addressing the people in the Surrey 
Tabernacle, on the day of his funeral, that we canno·t do better than 
reproduce them here :-

" Our late friend," observed pastor Jones, " was a self-denying man. 
He saw what we ourselves have sometimes seen-men in high places, of 
great power, brought down into rain-by what? By drunkenness ! 
They had taken the littles; the littles needed more, and they went on 
and on; aye, even ministers of Christ so far yielded to this lust for 
strong drink as to come down from lofty positions to which God had 
raised them, and became bywords in the Church and the land. What 
said James Wells? 'I am only a man, a feeble man; I am not proof 
against temptation. only as God shields and· protects me. Oh, what a 
sad thing it would be if I should become a drunkard ! There is one 
way of escaping it. What is that? .A pledge to abstai"n, to become a 
teetotaler. In order that I may be prevented and be strengthened 
against the flesh and the devil, I will take that pledge in the fear of 
God, and will take no strong drinks.' " 

This resolve showed the strength of his character, and we have no 
doubt it was beneficial to him in many respects. Mr. Jones then adds, 
"I met with him once in a country town far from London, where he 
preached with such warmth that some of the people said, 'Why, be is 
drunk!' What an answer we had for them. 'Drunk, no not he; he 
never tas!,es strong drink.'" · 

We greatly prize this testimony, borne so fearlessly by our venerable 
and venerated brother, perhaps in the hrnring of some who think it a 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 233 

sign of weakness for a Christian to take the teetotal pledge. If it be so, 
would to God all the ministers and members of the Church of Christ 
were weak enough to imitate the example of our departed friend and 
brother. 

It appears that when he was very young James Wells got employ
ment of a somewhat lowly character-viz., to carry parcels into the 
great metropolis. When he began that work he was unable to read the 
directions on the parcels entrusted to his care, and he resolved, in order 
to secure their safe delivery, to learn to read, and he succeeded ; and 
he was looked upon by his neighbours as being a most trustworthy man. 
After awhile he got employment in London, and, like many more, he 
married when very young. At the time he took that step he was 
utterly ignorant of the beauty and grandeur of the religion of Christ. 
In 1824 he was seized with a dangerous illness, which held him in its 
withering and depressive grip for a considerable time. On his recovery, 
having during his affliction been made sensible of his wretched con
dition as an ill and hell-deserving sinner, he wandered from one place 
of worship to another to obtain relief; and after being tossed about for 
a long time on a heaving sea of wrath, fearing that he was destined to 
perish for ever, the hand of mercy grasped him, and led him to the foot 
of the cross. Honoured with an investiture of power from on high, he 
entwined the arms of faith and love around that glorious Saviour who 
once hung a pallid, quivering victim upon it; and he heard Him say, 
'·' Thy sins which are many are all forgiven, go in peace and sin no 
more." 

Not very long after he had obtained peace through trusting in the 
perfect work of the Redeemer, he lifted up his voice to make known His 
unsearchable riches, and the people received so much benefit from the 
effort that they encouraged him to repeat it, and he did so. Trusting 
alone in God, he stood up in the open street on the morning of the 
Sabbath, and told those who stood to hear him of the great deliverance 
he had experienced. After following this self-abnegating toil for some 
time, a room was rented for him to preach in, which was soon crowded 
to the door. A neighbouring minister kindly lent him his chapel to 
preach in on Sabbath afternoons, and on Wednesday evenings, and that 
place too was crowded by anxious hearers. By-and-bye a chapel in 
which a very eccentric man had long preached became vacant, and was 
in the market for sale. The lease was purchased, and in the Borough
road Tabernacle our late brother preached to gratified crowds for a 
number of years. We first heard him in that house, and we were greatly 
profited. During part of the time he was ministering there he became 
acquainted with the late talented Dr. Andrews, a Congregational 
minister at Wal worth. That singularly genial man used to rise as early 
as five o'clock in the morning, to help him to acquire a knowledge of 
the Latin and Greek languages, and also permitted .him to have free 
access to his library, which we remember was a very valuable one. 
These privileges were of great use to him. 

From the chapel in Borough-road he removed to the beautiful and 
spacious one in Wansey-street, Walworth-road, which was well attended 
down to the time he was laid aside by affliction. How: much the 
anxiety connected with the erecUon of that building, and the an~oyances 
he met with through preaching the sermon on Rahab of Jericho and 
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the Israelitish spies, we know not, but we remember noticing the round
~ng of his shou~ders, a1;1d th~ peculiarity ?f his gait, when taking part 
m several public meetmgs m that beautiful house, but did not think 
he would pass away from earth so soon ; but so it was. 

" Our brother the haven has gained, 
Out-flying the tempest and wind. 

His rest He has sooner obtained, 
And kft his companions behrnd; 

Still toss'd on a sea of distress. 
Hard toiling to make that blest shore. 

'Where all is assurance and peace, 
And sorrow and sin are no more. 

With songs let us follow his flight, 
And mount with his spirit above, 

E~caped to the mansions of light, 
And lodged in the Eden of love." 

Before we close, and we feel sorry that for want of the necessary
documents we cannot extend these reminiscences of so valuable a 
brother, we would just add that, speaking of the late Wansey-street 
pastor phrenologically, we should feel inclined from merely manipulating 
his cranium with the eye, to say that he had a very full development of 
the organs of self-esteem, :firmness, and conscientiousness, but a some
what smaller development of the organs of benevolence and sublimity. 
Had those organs been largely developed they would have kept in check 
his large organ of wit, which in the pulpit and on the platform some
times ran away with him. His perceptive organs were good, his 
reflective organs not so well developed as the perceptives. Had his 
ideality been larger there would have been more of the poetical and lesa: 
of the cuttingly witty in his public speaking. His sermons, however,. 
and we possess a large number of them, furnish abundant evidence that 
he was a deep thinker and .a thorough Biblical student, and that he was. 
the possessor of a rich mine within his brain of intellectual strength and 
beauty. His organ of wit, however, sometimes led him astray, and so also
did his organ of cautwn. Had he fenced those organs a "wee bit " more
than he did, it would perhaps have been beneficial both to himself and 
others. It is an undeniable fact that he allowed himself sometimes to 
walk on theological paths that exposed him to the condemnation of some 
of his contemporaries. Oertes he now and again uttered what could not 
be well supported by the Book of Divine revelation. 

He possessed a good memory, and a remarkable facilit~ of clothing his 
ideas in understandable language. We never heard bun murder the 
Queen's English. His susceptibilities were very quick, and his buoyancy
and liveliness were remarkable. We believe his literary attainments 
were of a very respectable character. Some of his admirers thought he 
was profoundly learned, but this was a mistake; though for a partially 
self-taught man he was a respectable scholar. That he paid considerable 
attention to classical literature was pretty evident, and had he passed 
through his circulum at either of the Scottish universities, we believe he 
would have won a profeswr's chair; as it was, the want of early mental 
training sometimes manifested itself both in his pulpit and platform 
utterances. Occasionally he bore some resemblance to a vessel on a 
heaving sea, with rather too little ballast in her hold. His zeal for 
truth was great, and his love for it was daily intensified as he drew near· 
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the close of his public life. It could not be said of him, even when 
approximating to the Psalmist's three-score years and ten,-

" His drowsy tinklings lulled the flock to sleep." 

The power our late friend and brother possessed was not derived 
from man, it was the gift of God. His style of preaching was peculiarly 
his own, and those who have attempted to imitate it have made them
selves appear ridiculous. Very few persons, we think, could compose 
themselves to sleep when he was preaching, and we are quite sure no 
one could say of him what a certain Scotch ship-builder is reported to 
have said of a dry-as-dust preacher: "I can during his sermon build a 
ship from stern to stem." Well, he has gone from us, and " take him 
for all in all, we shall not soon see his like again.'' How rapidly the old 
standard-bearers are passing away ! It is, however, a consolation to 
know, as one has wisely remarkerl, that "God can bury His best work
men, and still carry on His work. Were all the old truthful warriors 
to be wrapped in the cerements of mortality to-morrow-

' He would light a thousand more 
Stars of equal beauty, 

Send them blazing round our shore, 
To each post of duty.' " 

"Hallelujah! the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth!" And now we will, 
though it is with reluctance, close our imperfect sketch of the singularly 
favoured James Wells with the words of the eloquent author of the 
memoir of the late highly-gifted Dr. Hamilton, of Leeds: "Much did he 
owe, and deeply felt the obligation to that grace of God which he so much 
exalted in his preaching and in his writings; and most of all when he was 
departing from this life. The consolations of his dying chamber were 
in happy keeping (especially so towards the end of his days) with the 
spiritual life and the faithful services of nearly half a hundred years; 
and as he lived so he died, a humble, penitent, grateful believer in the 
SoN OF GoD, THE ONLY SAVIOUR OF THE LOST. Into that abode of the 
'spirits of just me:g, made perfect' to which his vigorous imagination 
took its most familiar and sublimest flights, who can doubt that he has 
been received? Happy servant of the Lord, beloved and honoured 
friend, when we think of heaven and its inhabitants how can we fail te 
think of THEE?" T. J. MESSER. 

1, Sabine-road, Shaftesbury-park, S.W., June 27th, 1877. 

THE FAITHFUL PASTOR'S CRY. " oH, let our ministry be emphatically a ministry of prayer. Let 
us be deeply impressed by the conviction that we are but 

instruments-that the glory of all belongs to Christ-let us wait ever 
upon Him for our message; let us deliver the message in His strength; 
let us, like Him, emulate an example of patience and humility, and 
seek the guiding influence of the Holy Ghost. . . . The worldly-

. minded, the unconverted man cannot preach of the power of the love of 
· Christ. He who is faithful must first have experienced the power of 
Divine grace. Without this, all preaching is -in vaz'n. . . . Oh, may 
we ever seek God's will, not our own. .And may our work be owned 
and blessed by Him; so that when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, 
we may receive that crown which fudeth not away.'' 
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DIVERSI'l'Y. 
liNOWN ONLY BY THE LIVING IN JERUSALEM. 

BY THOMAS STRINGER. 

SOMETIMES I am as happy as an angel in heaven; sometimes as 
miserable as a culprit in a dungeon. Again I am cheerful in 

mind ; anon I am sad and sorrowful. Sometimes I see and feel a 
very heavy cross; then, again, I gaze upon and anticipate my crown! 
Kow I am wrapt in holy joy; quickly I am clad in heart.-felt sorrow. 
Sometimes I enjoy communion with God; then again the heavens are as 
brass. Presently I sing like an ascending lark; anon I mourn like a 
solitary dove. Sometimes I preach with liberty and pleasure, and some
times "With bondage and pain. There are times when I feel sure that all is 
right for eternity; then I fear all is wrong. Now I am tempted; now I 
triumph. Presently I laugh; anon I weep. Again I am in the light; 
quickly all is darkness. Sometimes I feel like a Christian; then again 
I feel like a fiend. Now I am lifted up; then I am cast down. Now I 
feel free from sin; now I feel full of sin. Presently I feel pardoned; anon 
I feel guilty. Sometimes I believe God is mine; then I doubt the 
existence of God. Now all is clear within; then a dense fog beclouds 
the mind. Sometimes I enjoy much spirituality; anon I am a lump of car
nality. Now the Bible is unsealed; anon it is a dark lantern. Some
times faith is strong; again unbelief is stronger. Now I feel lost; again 
I feel saved. Now I groan under sin; now I glory in salvation. I am 
now all comfort; I am again all confusion. Presently I am filled with 
holy delight; anon I am crowded with horrible despondency. My fears 
sometimes run very high; then, again, my faith runs higher, and my fears 
all vanish. Presently Sat!tn's suggestions confound me; then, again, sweet 
promises comfort me. Now I sing, now I sigh; now I groan, now I am 
glad. Amidst all these and many other diversities, my anchor" Hope" 
is cast in God's immutability. The teeming crowds of outer court 
professors will laugh at these diversities, but God's people experimentally 
know them. 

"And must it, Lord, be so 1 
And must Thy children bear 

Such various kinds of woe, 
Such soul-perplexing fear? 

A.Te these the blessings we expect 1 
Is this the lot of God's elect 1 " (HART), 

·· True, 'tis a straight and thorny road, 
And mortal spil'its tire and faint ; 

But they forget the mighty God 
That feeds the strength of every saint." (WATTS) 

Through all these changing scenes below, 
'Tis sweet a precious Christ to know, 

And all will prove completely right, . 
When faith is sweetly changed to sight. (T. STRINGER) 

GOD, in gmng us all things wi~h Christ, as good as said, "You 
have taken My Son, what have I now? I value not heaven now; take 
that. I value not grace, nor comfort, nor creatures; take all freely, 
even as you have had My Son, and in Him, the greatest pawn of My 
love."-Goodwin's Marrow. 
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WHENCE COME THOSE SILENT WHISPERS 1 

CAN the flesh be so hypocritical ? can Satan be so deceitful ? can 
the natural mind be so pliable ? can any power, short of the in

dwelling of the Spirit of the living God, prompt us to, and carry us 
throui;th, a series of services, all professedly aiming to glorify the name 
of the Lord, to edify His people, and to spread abroad that Gospel 
which is the power of Himself unto salvation? Is it possible? 

The Lord forbid that I should dishonour Him by calling in 
question His work in the heart, or that I should presume to attribute 
to His Spirit's teaching· and power those exercises which are not truly 
accompanied with His blessing. What say the anointed children of 
Zion to this? 

Somehow or other, it became announced that I w•s to preach six 
consecutive anniversary sermons on Sunday and Monday, June 17 and 
18, 1877, in "Jehovah-Jireh Baptist chapel," South-green, Essex. 
Now, I am no cast-iron, stereotype, ready-made, wholesale and retai! 
preacher of anything, of everything, or of nothing at all. No. After 
forty-six years of it, I say I am no talker, no ready-speaker, although 
a printer and reader for.the press for more than sixty years. r have 
no fund of flowing matter, no stock of_ anecdote, no historical reminis
cences to fill up with; neither (if possible to avoid it) dare I venture 
into a pulpit without three previous qualifications-first, in my soul I 
must have sought the Lord to give me His Word ; secondly, I must 
have received into my heart some special text ; for I cannot go to the 
Bible, as to some wholesale warehouse, and take anything I might 
choose; in that sense I can neither choose nor take; some Scripture 
must come unto me, and fasten upon me, and be determined not to 
leave me, or I am all out at sea; then, if I have sighed and sought the 
Lord ; if some portion has made itself my own, then, thirdly, in my 
mind I must digest, divide, arrange, and well study it; withal, if 
memory and mind will furnish the mouth, if a door of utterance is 
granted, then I may get through ; but, even then, unless the anoint
ing, the sacred, secret, and precious unction of the Holy One be 
realised inside, I speak with a cold hardness, and am very miserable 
when I have done. Nothing can I see in all the Word of God so like 
my own poor self (as I desire to be), as those three lines with which 
the forty-fifth Psalm commences, called " A song of loves," and I 
think 

EVERY GOSPEL SERMON SHOULD BE "A ~ONG OF LOVE8 ! " 

But, from whence shall this song of loves come? Here is the avswer, 
which must be the outflow of the Spirit of God in the living minister's 
soul. He says :-

" My heart is inditing a good matter ; 
"I speak of the things which I have made touching the King! 
"My tongue is the pen of a ready writer." 
Then follows on the glory of Christ, the grace of God, the power of 

the Spirit, the salvation of the Church, and the anthem of praise, 
which will fill the heavens with everlasting joy. 

That is the preaching for me, if ye please. 
Ah I some of the sour, surly, stern scions of the pulpit will turn 

round and declare, I am only a letter-man. Truly, I must have the 
R 
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letter; but, before the Lord, at whose righteous throne I must appear 
before the presence of the eternal God, I affirm, with the letter of th~ 
Word I must have the life, the love, the light, the power, the unction 

-0f the Spirit, or I would rather be silent in some lonely lane, or in some 
.quiet study hidden. 

Rashly to 1·ush into work so awful, 
Is daring the Almighty to Hi.s face. 

But, to my little narrative. In the night, before leaving home for 
this South-green anniversary, there was a controversy within ; and I 
certainly did not sleep soundly. It was as though some one said, 
"This anniversary is designed to prove your emptiness! You will 
break <l.own ! " " Six sermons in two consecutive days, before the 
same people, will wind you up I " I had my fears. I could only fall 
back upon the Lord, whose help, under most adverse circumstances, 
hitherto has never failed me. 

In the same night there was another secret voice suggested to me 
this plan: " On the Sunday let your three sermons be on the 

' THREE PERSONS IN THE TRINITY;' 

begin on Sunday morning with the Father; proceed in the afternoon 
to a discourse upon the Son; in the evening let the Holy Spirit, in His 
Person and work, be your theme. Then, on the Monday, consider 

THE THREE KINGDOMS: 

the kingdom of glory above, the· kingdom of grace within, and the 
Gospel kingdom without." 

"Quite impossible!" I thought. But the impression followed me. 
Went down on the Saturday evening; not with the sermons; no, nor 
with the texts even. In South villa, the snug, quiet residence of 
,our friends, Mr. and Mrs. Miller, found every- kindness. Sunday 
morning came. A.II previous night, mind wandering over different 
portions of the Word. 

Christian friends, do you think the minister's work is so easy? 
-Sleepless nights! Anxious days! Laborious pulpit exercises! Serious 
-after-reflections ! Secret fears that all your work is in vain ! To 
-carnal, careless, random pulpit-talkers, the work may be easy. To me 
it has frequently been ;nost blessed work; but to one like myself, of 
small mind, of no particular gift of oratory, no natural eloquence, no 
-qualifying education, it cannot be very easy, supposing always that he 
"studies to shew himself approved unto God; a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth." 

Sunday morning came. Commenced with thoughts of God . the 
Father. Wished to speak from, "the eternal God is thy Refuge;" 
hut could not touch it. The Saviour's words came sweet to me, "My 
Father which gave them Me is greater than all: and no man is able to 
pluck them out of My Father's hand." Must not here even give 
-divisions; but "the Father's greatness" was the thought. In after
noon, brother Miller read, expounded, and prayed; thtm I had for my 
text, " the Son of God," in Paul's words, " Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted Him." The deep humiliation and the glorious exalta
·tion of our Lord Jesus was then the aim. Evening: went through 
all the service, and preached from, "The law of the Spirit of life in 
,Christ Jesus bath made me free from the law of sin and death.'' 
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Thus, in the three Sunday discourses, the distinct but co-equal 
PersonR in the Godhead were recognised. My own soul felt but little 
inward freedom; the mind had worked hard in meditation; the tongue 
labonred to shew forth the P~rsons in the Trinity, and their harmonious 
works; but something more was wanting. Imperfection terribly 
humbled me before God, although to man I said nothing. 

Monday morning came. I was almost heartless and prayer less; 
but, a little before time to commence morning service, so tenderly into 
my poor aching heart did flow the Redeemer's words, " Fear not, little 
flock ; it is your Father's good pleasure to give you 

THE KINGDOllf ! " 
Thus, a little of heavenly glory gave us a start for the .three kingdoms. 
Mr. Hunt led on in the devotional parts; and if I had any springing 
up of soul at all, it was on Monday morning. 

A respectable company dined in the chapel. After that I fled into 
the fields, jmnped over several stiles, sought a shady tree, and there I 
sat me down, and was favoured to think over the words, 

" The kingdom of God is within you." 
Brother Miller gave them a sweet comment on Solomon's Song ; 
pleaded at Mercy's throne; and then I tried to enter into the inner 
court of the living Christian's soul, and there describe that "secret 
that is with them that fear Him."· Again I fled into the fields, far off, 
I thought, from every eye; but a preaching man came from the outer 
village ; he spied me; he came and preached a sermon to me, which 
much distressed my mind. Nevertheless, 

"THIS GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM 

must first be preached in all the world, for a witness unto all nations ; 
and then shall the end come," proved my staff to close up with. Thus, 
the thought of Three Persons and Three Kingdoms was feebly worked 
out. 

To aged ministers of Christ I dare not approach. Most of them 
who are gone, and nearly all yet living, are my foes ; but, if young men 
who are going forth will bear one word from me, I would entreat of 
them to spend much time in sacred seeking from the Lord His bless
ing, His message, and His presence; and this will prove "His 
sufficiency to be their strength in every time of need." 

May the Churches in South-green, in Billericay, in Brentwood, and 
all the land over, be so~n favoured with showers of blessings. So 
prays their servant in the Gospel, C. W. BANKS. 

9, Banbury-road, South Hackney, July, 1877. 

[The six sermons may be seen, with revision and extension, if the 
Lord give me the life, the time, the means.] 

"To outvie the demerit of our sin was the perfection of His death; 
but to save our souls is the end and perfection of His intercession: and 
how effectual must the intercession of s11ch a Son be who is so great a. 
Son of so great a Father."-0oodwin's Marrow. 
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FROM THE DARKNESS OF JUDAISM TO THE LIGH'l' 
AND LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF MR. ISAAC LEVINSOHN, 
Now A PREACHER OF THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS. 

( Continued from page 215.) 

l\KY father's answer to my previous letters I received as follows:
ll'.l_ To MY BELOVED soN Isuc. 

I have received your letters, and read them with much interest. 
My soul has been ever since filled with much joy and with very much 
sorrow. I rejoice because you tell me that you will not take any one's 
advice nor instruction but what I tell you. My darling child Isaac, 
you seem to be concerned too much about the Messiah, who is to be the 
glory of Israel. Our eyes are often sightless of crying when I think of 
the Messiah, who ought to have come long ago; but, my son, it is only 
through the sins of Israel that He does not come. And I am also 
grieved in reading your letters, for I am afraid that you have given 
way too much in the doctrines that the Rev. Stern teache11. Remember, 
my child, that whatever Rabbi Stern may say about the Messiah it 
cannot be true, for we know that before the Messiah comes the holy 
prophet Elijah must come to prepare a way for Him. If you refer to 
Mai. iv. you will see plainly that the law of Moses must be kept, our 
nation must be firm in the faith, for, my dear child, think what God 
says, "Remember the law of Moses My servant, which I have com
manded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes of judg
ment." Surely, my darling child, this will convince you that no religion 
can be true but the religion of Israel, who bare the law of Moses; !tnd 
when you observe the following words you will see that the Messiah 
whom Rabbi Stern teaches is false, for God has promised to send Elijah~ 
" Behold, I will se.-i you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord." Surely, my dear child, this will 
convince you that our Messiah has not yet come, and His coming will 
be known and believed by us and all Israel, for when our holy prophet 
Elijah comes he will prepare us, and we shall know the Messiah. 

My dear child, as I referred to one of your letters I received the 
other day my heart was filled with grief, for you tell me that you love 
Mr. Stern, and you also tell me that you admire the teaching of' his 
about the Messiah; believe me that I would rather die in the greatest 
misery than believe in the one whom the Christians worship, Joshua, of 
Nazareth who was an illegitimate child of Mary, although he was clever 
and wonderful in what he did; but let not your mind be taken up with 
the dreadful doctrines about the Nazarene. In fact, my child, I have 
no desire of answering your letters in any way concerning the impostor. 
I would never condescend to think nor write about so great an impostor 
as the Rev. Stern teaches; even the Rev. Stern is an impostor. Let 
not your mind be taken away to such an unholy subje~t as the Nazarene, 
which is so absurd to suppose one whom our Jewish brethren have 
found to be unworthy of life, and he was therefore killed according to 
the law. Dear child, let me not hear again anything about the Nazarene, 
nor Rabbi Stern, Jehovah will judge them both, and all impostors like 
them. Hold fast, my child, the devil is always trying to lead away the 
good from the right way. Oh, my child, I am afraid that you have 
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·given way too much to the Rev. Stern's teaching. Remember that if 
you profess the same doctrines you will be considered a me.~humad like 
himself. And Oh, the shame that I should have to bear all my life. 
Dear Isaac, let it never come to pass that I should ever be troubled because 
of you forsaking the right way of Judaism. Remember that sorrow would 
bring me to the grave ; but I hope, through the merits of our fathers, it 
shall never be said that you have indulged in believing in the impostor. 

You also refer in your last letter of the tenderness of Mr. Stern's 
teaching, but remember, my child, that the devil always attacks in 
tenderness, and promises very nice things; but Oh, Isaac I Isaac! 
beware; your soul may be destroyed by the so-called tenderness of the 
meshumad. 

If the Author of the Christian religion was characteristic for mercy, 
love, and tenderness, as you referred to in your last letter, our Jewish 
brethren, as a nation, would not have had to suffer so much as they 
did. Think of the persecution of Israel in Spain, France, Italy, Russia, 
·Germany, and England. All these are the persecutions by the Christian 
nations. Where is then the tenderness of Christianity? They may be 
tender to themselves, as all Christians are, which example we have in 
this country. Do not think, my darling Isaac, that whatever appears 
truthful is really truth, for the lion can be dressed like a sheep, and the 
devil can and does appear like a saint. .But I have not the least doubt 
in my mind that the knowledge and education I gave you will help you 
to stand firm in the faith of Israel, and defy all teaching of the Rev. 
Stern and all impostors like him. 

I cannot write to you more in this letter, but I would say that my 
earnest and continual prayer to God is to keep you safe in the most holy 
path of Israel. Do not despair, my child, Israel's glory is near, Israel 
shall soon be gathered together, and the Messiah will come to reign over 
His people. Every heavenly blessing be with you. 

I remain, my dearest child, · 
Your ever-affectionate father, 

LION LEVINS0HN. 
Zelioni Gara, Kovno, October, 1871. 

On receipt of this letter I immediately answered as follows:
To my ever-affectionate father; may he live long and in joy. 
MY BELOVED FATHER,-Since I received your letter I thought of 

,every word you wrote in your letter, and not only the words, but its 
deep thoughL. I assure you, dear father, that I do not take the advice 
of Rabbi Stern, nor would I take advice from any one but from you, 
whom I love wtth all my heart and soul. The reason, dear father, I 
expressed my feelings towards Rabbi Stern in the expressions I gave in 
my last letter is because I really cannot help admiring him because of 
his kindness and humble spirit; although he is a great man he never 
thinks himself too great to speak to any one, no matter how poor he 
may be. Dear father, I often think of some of our great Rabbis and 
holy Pharagus who are considered pious and very good, but I must 
confess I have not seen one in our nation whose life can be proved more 
holy than Rabbi Stern's. It is true our great men profess much more, 
but, dear father, the whole of the piety of many Rabbis consists of 
standing in the synagogue for two or three hours, and having their 
phylacteries broad, &c. But Rabbi Stern seems to be a good, God-
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f~armg, and God-honouring man, and I, therefore, cannot help loving 
him. 

And now, dear father, I would agaiu renew my subject about the 
Messiah. You said in your last letter that you would not answer any 
questions concerning the Nazarene whom you call impostor. My dear 
father, depend upon it that I do not believe in the Nazarene; I know 
that ~e was an impostor; far be it from me to believe in Him as my 
Messiah. You may rest assured that I Jl'ill not believe in Him, for I 
ha-ve seen quite enough of that religion. Quite enough I saw in Russia, 
And if the Nazarene has formed such religion as they have in Russia. 
surely we cannot wonder that the Christians in Russia are such impostors 
as we have learnt them to be, by li'l:ing among them. But, my dear 
father, when I ask you questions concerning the Messiah, I do not mean 
the impostor, the Nazarene, I only mean the true Messiah, the Redeemer 
of Israel. And I would also inform you, dear father, that the Christian 
religion in England is not like the abominable Christian religion in 
Russia, for we can well call the Russian Christians, impostors. But 
the English are quite different. I cannot help noticing how quiet it is 
on Sunday in England; no theatres are open, no public amusements, nor 
anything of that kind, for the English people consider it their Sabbath, 
and they therefore keep it holy; but yon have never known the Russian 
Christians to keep their Sabbath holy. Nol no l on Sundays the 
greatest crimes are committed, and more abominations on that day than 
any other in the week. 

You remember, my beloved father, in the last letter I wrote to you 
about the nativity of Israel's glory, and also of the mystery, when I 
mentioned a passage, " I am the Lord your Redeemer, there is no other 
Redeemer besides Me ; " and I asked you " How then can it be?" Ever 
since I found many other passages in the Holy Bible which seem also 
to refer to the same Messiah; and Oh! that I could understand it. 
Noticing the words of our lord Moses (Gen. i. 15), we find a wonderful 
prophecy: "The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from 
the midst of thee, of thy brethren like unto me; unto Him shall ye 
hearken." And again, dear father, similar words in ver. 18: "I will 
raise them ·up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee; and 
I will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak unto them all 
that I shall command Him." I have no doubt, beloved father, that 
these verses refer only to Messiah. Do they not? I hope you will 
answer me soon, what it means and to whom it refers. My dear father, 
you remember a few days ago I spoke about the nature of Messiah, and 
asked how can it be that God Himself will be the Redeemer, knowing 
that Messiah will be the Redeemer of Israel. Here I have read a passage 
in the seventh chapter of our holy and sublime prophet Isaiah, in the 
14th verse it says, "Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; 
behold a virgin shall conuive, and bear a son, and shall call His name 
IllfMANUEL." Beloved father, how can these things be? how can 
this be fulfilled? for it does not say a woman shall conceive, but HoALMO. 
Sorely this is a great mystery. And the name of the child Immanuel, 
for Emanu means with us, et God. Can God, who reigneth from eternity 
to eternity, be with us poor sinful creatures? And again I refer to the 
eleventh chapter of the same prophecy. How great and wonderful these 
things are. The great prophet seems to speak by the spirit of prophecy 
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about this same Emmanuel that I have mentioned to you. "And there
shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots; and the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge, arid of the fear of the Lord." Oh, dear father, 
what precious things these are! but Oh, how precious would it be if we 
could understand it more ! And as I go on I continually find the 
passages which seem to impress my mind, although I used to read it 
when at home, but never with such influence. 

Dear father, as I look into the words of the sixty-first chapter of 
this same prophecy, how grand! "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
Me, because the Lord hath anointed Me to preach good tidings to the 
meek ; He hath sent Me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound. To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 
vengeance of our God, to comfort all that mourn. To appoiJ:1t unto 
them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness ; 
that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord that He might be glorified." You remember, dear father, in my 
last letter I mentioned something of the character of the Messiah that 
the Rev. Stern teaches. He is eminent for love, tenderness, mercy, 
compassion, and sympathy. I suppose he learnt it from this passage. 

Dear father, when shall we realise this prophecy? When, Oh, when 
will the Messiah come? Oh! when will He set Israel free? How long, 
Oh, dear father, will Jehovah keep us in darkness? Oh, that the light 
of His countenance may again shine upon Israel! And, Oh, that our 
broken-hearted might be healed, and the throne of David again be 
exalted, and Jerusalem become the great glory and metropolis of the 
globe, and the garment of praise be given to Israel, then shall we be 
able to "shout for joy, and sing unto the Lord ! " " 0 Lord, I will 
praise Thee, though Thou wast angry with me, Thine anger has turned 
away, and Thou comfortest me. Behold, God is my salvation ; I will 
trust and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my 
song; He also has become my salvation." Oh, dear, dear father, how 
sweet a time that will be ! when we all shall say, " Sing unto the Lord, 
for He bath done excellent things; this is known in all the earth. Cry 
out and shout, thou inhabitants of Zion, for great is the Holy One of 
Israel in the midst of thee." 

Dear father, I seem to possess a hope that soon will such a time be 
revealed unto us, and we will enjoy that unspeakable joy that only God's 
Ismel shall enjoy. 

I remain, my loving father, 
Your ever-affectionate son, 

ISAAC LEVINS0HN. 
Palestine-place, Cambridge-heath, London, October, 1871. 

To my soul-beloved father; may he live in joy. Amen. 
DEAR FATHER,-Since I wrote to you last, I have tried, with all 

my power, to find out the truth about the Messiah; but I must confess 
the more I search, the more I get in darkness ; and I can only cry to 
the God of our fathers to look down upon me with His eye of pity, and 
reveal the truth unto me. You remember, my beloved father, in my 
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previous letter, I quoted many passages about the nativity and nature 
of Messiah, who is to fill Israel with joy and satisfaction without end; 
but how I have tried to study, in order to find out who is to be the 
Messiah, for, as I have mentioned before, God Himself must be the 
Redeemer, and how can the eternal God Jehovah come down upon the 
earth? 

To-day, as I wa11 reading the book of the Proverbs of Solomon, I 
was surprised reading the following words, which I have often read, 
but never has it entered into my mind with such great influence. In 
chap. xxx. ver. 4, it reads, " Who bath ascended up into heaven, or 
descended? who hath gathered the wind in His fists? who bath bound 
the waters in a garment? who bath established all the ends of the 
earth? What is His name? and what is His Son's name if thou canst 
tell ? " Does it not seem a mystery above all mysteries ? Son's name! 
Has God a Son ? How can this be ? 

Dear father, as soon as I found these words so mysterious, I went 
to ask Rabbi Stern to explain to me this, and he answered me that this 
word refers to the Messiah, who is the Son of the living God; and as I 
was conversing with him about the Messiah, whom he believed to be the 
Son of God, Rabbi Stern brought before my attention the following 
parts of the Holy Bible, and said all these refer to the Son of the 
living God Jehovah. Psalm ii. 7: " Kiss the Son lest He be angry, 
and ye perish from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him." And, again, Rabbi 
Stern called my attention to the third chapter of the book of Daniel: 
" Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose in haste, 
and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did we not cast three men 
bound in the midst of the fire ? They answered and said, True, 0 
king. He answered and said, Lo, I see fonr men loose, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they have no hurt, and the form of the fourth is 
like unto the Son of God." 

Dear father, I hope you will not think that I trouble you by writing 
so much upon that subject; but you know my willingness to learn, and 
especially when it is for the welfare of my yearning soul. Dear father, 
I beg to state a few more passages of the holy prophesy which seems 
to be so much in favour of Rabbi Stem's teaching. Of course you 
-and I do not believe, but still we cannot deny the fact that the argu
ment on his side seems to be the strongest and loudest. Notice the 
words of Isaiah ix. 6: " For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given; and the government shall be upon His shoulders, and His name 
shall be Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace." Dear and beloved father, what does 
this mean ? He seems to have two natures of the Divine Messiah
God and man. A child born must be, as a matter of course, human . 
.And noticing the peculiar name, Wonderful, Counsellor, of course, this 
refers to His nature as the great Deliverer of Israel. But Oh, dear 
father, He is also called the Everlasting Father, the Mighty God, the 
Prince of Peace, which surely cannot be referring to any human being 
only. Oh, how mysteriously God seems to bide Himself from Israel. 
Dear father, I cannot help crying unto God that He may hasten the 
glorious time when Messiah will come and reveal unto us these things; 
but ere that time comes, I pray, dear father, that you and I, and my 
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beloved mother, and brothers, and sisters may have the light revealed 
unto us, and that we may rejoice. 

Dear father, I will write again to you very soon. Please remember 
me to all my old friends; tell them that although I am so far from 
them, yet I always think about them. Give my beet love to my loving 
mother, and to my beloved brothers and sisters. 

I remain, my beloved father, 
Your ever-affectionate son, 

ISAAC LEVINSOHN. 
Palestine-place, London, October, 1871. 

THE WAR IN THE WORLD AND THE WICKEDNESS 
IN THE CHURCH. 

TIDINGS pour in upon us threatening for the future. Wars, 
famines, tumults, eruelties, and the curses due to idolatry and 

sin are convulsing the whole of Europe, and shaking all the nations on 
the far-distant waters; while at home the bishops, the clergy, the 
papers, and the periodicals all profess to be alarmed at the vile con
spiracies now in course of action, to bind the people more completely 
in darkness by that Satanic and wretched device-the Confessional in 
the Church. Books to ensnare children, and fo seduce the upgrown, 
are fully in circulation. These things have been growing for years; 
and although some attempts or pretences are made to punish the un
holy workers, yet these specious acts only tend to lull the public feeling, 
while the workers of iniquity are waxing worse and worse. 

It is a black featnre in our times that there is not a man-not one 
man of faith, not one man of mind, not one of an Elijah-like spirit, 
who can come to the front ; who has life, light, or zeal enongh to come 
to the help of the Lord agains~ the mighty; not one man in the Lords 
,or Commons, not one man in all the ranks of Nonconformity, not one 
in the robed and richly-paid bench of bishops, not a judge nor a 
gentleman, who, being sensible of England's danger, dares to stand 
forward and faithfully sound the alarm. 

At_ the very moment of writing these lines, a paper reaches us con
taining the following paragraph from the great preacher:-

" Let me talk to my desponding friends, who tell us there is no life in the 
Church ; no praying people about now, no faith, no zeal, no spiritual power. 

" Oh, yes: ' and Uzzah [if you remember] put out his hand to steady the ark 
,of the Lord, and he was slain before the Lord.' And let those that are so dread
fully frightened about the ark of the Lord mind wh!tt they a.re at, because their 
temptation will be to steady the ark, when the ark is all right. God will take care 
of His own .ark. You remember the good old ,lietkodist's exclamation at the 
funeral of Dr. Newton, when he who preached his funeral sermon said, with 
wondrous eloquence, that all the great men were dead; there was nobody left now, 
and that, alas I feeble sons of great fathers, and degenerate pigmies, had succeeded 
these giants of eloquence, and now the Church was all going to the bad. .An old 
woman, seated in the aisle, listened until at last she could hold herself no longer, 
.and exclaimed,' Glory be to God, that's a lie!' 

"And I have felt inclined to shout just in the same way, when I ~ave heR:d 
-dreadful descriptions about our all going to the bad. There are some samts left m 
,the world yet, brethren.'' 
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We rejoice in the fact, there are in this land thousands of praying 
saints, and not a few earnest servants of Christ. Blessed be God for 
that assurance. Nevertheless, is not a flowery, flourishing, man 
millinery for muslin, a refined and subtle atheism, a much-mistaken 
dnty-faithism, and a hypocritical liberalism overflowing our land? 
while, like the ten virgins, through drinking one opiate or another, we· 
are all falling asleep. 

UNTO WHAT SHALL WE WAKE UP PRESENTLY? 

THE CHRISTIAN'S SAFETY. 

IF Jesus Christ my debt hath paid, 
If all my sins were on Him laid, 
He hath for me atonement made. 

.And fills the soul with heavenly joys, 
Sweet foretaste of the future. 

And I am saved for ever. · 

No power on earth can Christ withstand, 
Or pluck me from the Saviour's hand ; 
He keeps His Church, His little band, 

The Spirit points to Calvary's height, 
Gives every true believer light ; [ right,. 
And shews that Christ made all things. 

Then praise the Lamb, believer. 

In everlasting safety. 

This gives me peace when flesh annoys, 
Makes earthly things appear but toys ; 

May every grace shine brighter still 
In power to do the Father's will, 
Till He His purposes fulfil, 

.And take me home to glory. 
Sheffield. JOHN RAYNES. 

T RU S T IN GO D. 

"Cast thy burden upon the Lord, He shall sustain thee.''-Isa. lv. 22. 

CHILD of My love ! lean hard. Thy Father's hand 
Shall be thy help, if thou but trust in Him; 

I will direct thy path ; at My command . . 
Heaven's light shall guide thee when thy sight grows dim. 

And when the burden seems too great to bear, 
" As thy day is, even so thy strength shall be ; " 

I will uphold thee with My tenderest c3.:e, 
And guide thee still, if thou but trust m Me. 

The trials that beset thee are to prove 
Thv faith, pure gold, without the least alloy. 

Pass through the furnace, then, thy Fat!3-er's love 
For thy brief pain shall give eternal JOY. 

I will be with thee, and its fiercest flame 
Shall but consume the dross ; thy soul shall rise 

Above the things of earth, and boldly claim, 
Through J esu's blood, a mansion in the skies. 

Yes, I will trust in Thee, 
My father's God and mine; 

Oh! whisper,riko me, 
And tell me I am Thine ; 

Let Thy upholding Spirit blese, 
And cheer me through life's wildernese. 

Then, when this life is o'er, 
And my last hour has come, 

I on that heavenly shore 
Shall find a blessed home, 

From sin, and grief, and sorrow free, 
With Christ to dwell eternally. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

SERMONS. Our special attention is 
called to John Morgan's sermon on 
Christ's command, " This do in remem
brance of Me." John Morgan is now 
minister of Whitfield's tabernacle, in 
Finsbury ; be is industrious, intelligent, 
and earnest in his work. We are so 
delighted in our soul with any man who 
speaks out fully, faithfully, lovingly, 
and correctly of our Lord, that we are 
glad to make him known. John Morgan 
says :-" I altogether repudiate · the 
Romish doctrine of transnbRtantiation. 
I believe that no priest ever did, or ever 
can, by any prayers or incantation, con
vert bread into the veritable body of 
Jesus, or the wine into His veritable 
blood. Oh, no. Bread is nothing more 
than bread, or wine than wine, whatever 
consecration it may have passed through 
at man's hand ; and those who come to 
eat of it as a passport to heaven, will 
learn soon enough how terribly their 
poor souls have been deluded." Poor 
dear Grigsby has gone to his rest ; but 
bis successor is a bold and fluent 
Welshman, and the Welsh believe no 
man can preach Christ as their ministers 
can. We hope J9hn Morgan will set 
the Finsbury people all burning with 
pure love to J esns Christ the Son of 
God ; and that the dusty fragments of 
man's duty-faith will be clean swept 
out. In 

Swo,,.d and T'l'owel for July, we find 
the following strong and wholesome 
testimony :-_" It is the merest mockery 
to constantly iterate the invitation, 
' Come to Christ,' or to repeat per
petually, 'Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ,' without at the same time telling 
who Jesus is, and explaining what is 
meant by believing on Him or having 
faith in Him. But to do this involves 
doctrine, and at this point we are met 
with a popular outcry against doctrinal 
preaching. 'Preach Christ,' they say, 
' and leave the doctrines alone ! ' This 
is impossible, and the demand is absurd. 
Any explanation about Christ is based 
on some doctrine as to His Person. If we 
attempt to explain His crucifixion and 
death, these also involve doctrine. The 
bare recital of the story of Christ's life 
and death is not a Gospel, nor does it 
becoI?e such exc~pt b:V: the presence of 
doctnne as touching His Person and His 
death." 

"We Know." G'l'ove Cliapel Pulpit 
orings us a sermon by Thomas Bradbury, 
on the text, "We know that the Son of 

God is come ! " It is a discourse which 
reflects great honour on the positive 
testimony of the Holy Ghost in reveal
ing and applying our exalted Lord 
,Jesus Christ in the hearts of the re
deemed, giving to them the fulleRt 
assurance of their interest in the 
Saviour's Person, work, nncl kingdom. 
It does one good to read ThomM Brad
bury's declaration of his own soul's 
"We Know." He says:-" My dear 
friends, I know by blessed experience 
that the Son of God has come into this 
pulpit; ay, and into this heart. This 
preserves the lips from presumption, 
and gives the blessed assurance that He 
with whom I have held intercourse has 
put His words into my heart and in my 
mouth to make me a witness for Him : 
to preach Him, to declare His salvation, 
succour, and sympathy for the comfort 
and consolation of His weak and weary 
ones. Blessed be His name. He has 
declared that neither sin, death. nor hell 
shall ever chase one of them from the 
reach of His loving arms, or estrange 
the sympathy of His heart from them. 
'We know that the Son of God is come.' 
Wboiscome? 'THE SON OF GOD!' 
Arian! Socinian ! Unitarian! where are 
you? Who dares to call into question 
the true, proper, and eternal Godhead of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ? 
All such are declared by the loving .John 
to be liars. This may appear harsh to 
delicate ears, but it is God's own troth 
concerning such as oppose the glorious 
truth of Christ's Divinity. Here I wish 
you to notice a particular point in the 
disputings of these persons : Oh, say 
they, there are others who are styled 
sons of God beside Jesus. Mark well 
this fact : vou never find in the whole 
compass of your Bible a person other 
than Jesus sty led ' The Son of God.' 
You never find the definite article before 
the word son, when referring to or~ary 
persons ; but when referring to that 
extraordinary Person whom we love and 
adore, it is 'The Son of God.' To 
whomsoever He comes by the teaching 
IUllianointing of the Holy Ghost, there 
is a son of God, there is a daughter of 
God. The Son of God comes to your 
home and to your heart to prove to yon 
that yon are sons of God in Him ~nd 
with Him, sons of God by sovereign, 
ete1-nal, unconditional, irrevocable elec
tion ; sons of God, begotten of the 
Father (James i. 18); sons of God 
q11ickened together,with Christ (Eph. ii. 
5) ; sons of God 'born again, not of 
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conuptible seed, bnt incorruptible, by 
the Word of God which livetb and 
abidetb for ever." ,. 

Immediately following upon this, Mrs. 
Roberts gives us a sermon, beaded 
The Final Perseverance oj the Saints. 
By C. H. Spmgeon. And if ever that 
<loct.rine wa.~ substantially set forth, and 
argued out from Scripture premises, it 
1s here ; and the preacher brings bis 
arguments to a close by asking:-" Do 
you need me bring to your minds that 
golden chapter, Romans viii., the noblest 
of all language that was ever written by 
human pen? 'Whom He did fore
know, He also did predcstinate to be 
conformed to the image of His Son. 
Moreover, whom He did predestinate, 
them He also called ; and whom He 
called, them He also justified ; and 
whom He justified, them He also glori
fied.' There is no break in the chain 
between justification and glory: and no 
supposable breakage can occur, for the 
apostle puts that out of all ha.zaJ·d, by 
saying, ' Who shall lay anything to the 
-charge of God· s elect ? It is God that 
justifieth. Who is he that condemnetb ? 
It is Christ that died, yea, rather that is 
risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God. who also maketb inter
cession for us. Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ ? ' Then he 
heaps on all the things that might be 
supposed to separate, and says, ' For I 
am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.' " What Christian 
man is there on the face of this earth 
but must rejoice to know that in the 
hearing of tbow;ands of people, this 
grand old doctrine, the redeemed 
Church's eternal and vital union to the 
Christ of God, has been proclaimed, 
fortified by the Word of God, and ex
perimentally attested from heart-felt 
ex.perience ? Cheer up, ye trembling, 
doubting, heart-aching,and oft-despond
ing children of God I To none of you 
has our Jesus ever one frown on His face. 
To not 0ne of you (sincere seekers after 
a pardoning God through the passion 
and pleading of our glorious Immanuel) 
is there one baJ·d thought in His dear 
heart. No, not one! Even Grey Hazle
rigg, Master Remington, noble Thomas 
Stringer, and I had almost said, William 
Crowther himself, will feel a leap of 
soul-gladness when they find so much 
of God's own Gospel is still in our land. 
May it increase ten thousand fold. 

Last of all, for this month we find on 
onr table a sermon on 

The Sove1·eiqnty of the Spii-it. By that 
eagle-eyed Bible-ransacker, that con
secutive and continuous tl'Uth-expounder, 
the Rev. J. Battersby, of Rt. Simon's, 
Sheffield, who, as William Gadsby once 
said to bis people, " I am gooing to 
Lunnon for a month, to feed a few poor 
starving sheep up there I" So, seeing 
we are so awfully bad off for parsons in 
this immense metropolis, this Northern 
champion for a new covenant Gospel, 
J. Battei·sby, comes up 1·egularly; and 
we have heaJ·d folk say," Mr. Battersby 
is the man for us I " Ah, and in Sheffield, 
in Leicester, in London, and in many 
parts, this faithful vicar is well received. 
Messrs Fisher and Stidstone, 23, MoOl'
gate-street, publish these sermons in 
monthly numbers and in volumes. As 
we have said, the last issue is on The> 
Sovereignty of the Spirit; and after 
travelling all through the Bible, showing 
the Divine personality and work of the 
Holy Spirit, our preacher says :
" Notice the sovereignty of the Spirit 
here. It is not as men will-this is not 
the way it stands, but it is as the Holy 
Ghost wills. And who is He? He is 
the mighty God, the ever-present God, 
the all-wise God, the all-seeing God, the 
eternal God. Why should He not do as 
He pleases ? He knows . what is best, 
and bow to direct all things to their, 
best ends. He is God, and claims our 
obedience. He is a Spirit, and must be 
spiritually worshipped. Consider who 
He is, and acknowledge His sovereignty. 
Our God is in the heavens, He bath done 
whatsoever He bath pleased. We 
willingly yield sovereignty to our 
gracious Queen Victoria, in England ; 
and why not yield sovereignty to the 
Holy Ghost, the Almighty God? He is 
a Sovereign in the work of regeneration. 
' Tbe wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but thou 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth : so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit.' Sovereign in giving 
me faith, sovereign in giving me grace, 
sovereign in His illumination, and in 
bringing me to Christ Jesus, sovereign 
in accomplishing all His works in me. 
Sovereign-every exercise of grace is an 
effect of His operation-He strengthens 
faith, He brightens hope, He increases 
love, He stirs up prayer as He pleases, He 
bestows His gifts and His graces at 
pleasure. Do you believe it, brethren ? 
That He is Sovereign, tbo,t He doetb as 
He will ? Well, then, this will of His 
is best. He knows and does the will of 
the Father. He knows and does the 
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will of the Lord J esua Christ. The wills 
of the persons in the glorious Triune 
God are in harmony, and are one. What 
then shall we say to these things ? 
With regard to poor fallen humanity, 
its privilege is to be brought into perfect 
submission to 'that one and the self
same Spirit, dividing to every man 
severally as He will.' " 

"Man's Work, Not God's.'' The 
miseries flowing from sins, cursings, and 
cruel deeds is told in a well-executed 
volume issued by S .. W. Partridge and 
Co., bearing the quaint title, Mau,d,'s Boy, 
&c What fiends fathers and husbands 
oft.en prove. When shall the final crisis 
of the Fall be reached, and sin for ever 
swept away? 

The Ritualistic Conspiracy. A three
penny pamphlet issued from the office of 
The Rook furnishes a full list of the 
names and addresses of English clergy
men calling themselves "priests," who 
are ~eeking to establish the Confessional 
in the Church of England. These clergy
men are planted in all parts of this 
kingdom ; their number is immense. Of 
course they find the people ready for 
this abominable machinery. We appear 
to ·be given up, as a nation, to work all 
manner of wickedness, even in high 
places. In the face of schools, chapels, 
revivals, Arminian preachers by thou
sands, this " conspiracy" to Romanize 
the nation grows rapidly. We wonder 
the Queen ea.Ii sleep quietly in her bed, 
for England's throne is in danger. As 
regards the Parliament, both Lords and 
Commons only laugh in their sleeve~. 
The Press plays with it., The Rock 1s 
almost the only literary cannon roaring 
against it. We have groaned and 
grumbled over this so-called " Papal 
Aggression " for full thirty years. Sneers 
of contempt, the loss of social posi~ion, 
the sacrifice of hard-earned possessions, 
to be looked down upon as fool, fanatic, 
and rogue, has been. om- present reward 
for our painful zeal. This " conspiracy " 
will crush The Rock, if possible. - Mr. G. 
Hazlerigg, in his tract on Honom·ed 
Instruments, says, " Luther was almost 
in despair for two years after he had 
assailed the monstl'Ous erl'Ors of Popery." 
How solemn is this fact! After we pub
lished our Anti-Popish Reviewer, and 
several other works, instrumentally to 
warn the people against Wiseman, an~ 
all the A1-ian, Arminian, and Papal ant1-
Ch1·ists of the last thil-ty years, it cer
tainly appeared as though Satan had 
power to hurl us almost to destruction, 
setting all the leaders of the Church 
howling us down to the deepest of woe 

and darkness, " yet have been upheld till 
now." 

Mr. Hazlerigg's tract, and the Smith 
and Chandler controversy, are waiting 
our time. 

In his sermon, entitled The One and 
the Self-same Spirit, Mr. Battersby says, 
" The devil rears his idols in all sections, 
and persons willingly fall down and' 
worship them." Where idolatry ceases, 
and where vital godliness reigns, it is per
plexing to determine. 

Mr. Hazlerigg, in his " sermon-like 
letter," almost, if not definitely. sets forth 
" The Gospel Standard Churches " as 
being pre-eminent for maintaining truth. 
We may think upon this theory, but we 
must not either write or print our 
thoughts, nor the convictions of mul
titudes, who to us express a sorrow in
describable over much now passing before 
ua. 0 Zion! Church of the living God. 
how heavily afflicted the choicest of thy 
sons and daughters are, in these days of 
sensational excitement, in these times of 
secret persecution, in these seasons of 
party and parsonic strife and division ! 
We have witnessed much, but we must 
endure it a little longer. 

Thomas Guy. A new edition of this 
small work will be ready at 5, Racquet-. 
court in a few days. Copies can be had 
of Mr. R. Banks. 

Wesley's Review of Swedenborg, and 
Both Examined by Wm. Bruce, can be 
had of Pitman, in Paternoster-row. Few 
people know what Swedenborg taught. 
Strong efforts are used to revive his 
teachings. 

S. Thompson, 8, Sidney-street, in the 
City-road, has published The .d11to
biograph_11 of a Chimney Sweep, revealing 
the cruelties he passed through, and the 
curing of smoky chimneys he can now 
effect. His book and his business are 
deserving of universal notice. 

We are requested to notice that Mr. 
John Waters Banks, of 7, King-street, 
Snow-hill, E.C., has published, in carte 
and cabinet sizes, photos on one card 
of Mr. Isaac Levinsohu and C. W. Banks. 
We are told that the execution of these 
likenesses is elegant, and the 1·epresenta
tion of this aged and youthful couple a.re 
very correct. 

Mr. Daniel Allen's new tract on the 
Apostacy of England shall have full 
notice, the Lord pe1·mitting. 

"Tbe English Catholics,"' or ChUl'ch 
Union-that is that part of the clergy 
who a.re courti~g Rome, selling England, 
and falsifying their covenants-have. ha<l 
a great field-day in London, when " the 
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broadest and boldest Romish doctrine 
was ostentatiously proclaimed." Roman
ism and aristocratic Church of England
ism arc each labouring to obtain a 
conquest o,er Nonconforming Biblical 
Protestantism. Is it a fitting time for 
ministers who tell us they are the 
anointed and appointed servants of 
Cln·ist, to be dividing? thereby cutting 
in pieces that spiritual unity whereby 
they should be bound together, wrestling 
together, earnestly contending together 
for the faith once• delivered unto the 
saints. J'he Pri&!t in Absolution, as a 
book. is a scandalous violation of inno
cence, purity, and social life. 

" A Student of Prophecy," having read, 
re-read, and reviewed Mr. John Wesley's 
(Leicester) work on The Prophetic King
doms (published by R. Banks), wi·ites as 
follows:-,; Dear Mr. ·w esley, I have 
read through your Prophetic Kingdoms 
twice, with the greatest interest. I con
sider you to have put the matter together 
admirably, and I may say at once that I 
quite agree with the conclusions you 
come to. You have enlightened me on 
many points, one in particular, in regard 
to the stone kingdom. I have been much 
interested and edified by the perusal, 
and great credit is due to you for the 
way you have treated the suJ:>ject, and I 
hope it will command a large sale. 
Many, I have no doubt, would read your 
concise work that could not wade 
through those large voluminous works on 
prophecy. Yours sincerely, T. S." 
" Helps to the study of prophecy " have 
been placed beyond the reach of tens of 
thousands by the large high-priced 
volumes in which those helps were 1Ssued; 
but here is a shilling volume any Chris
tian may obtain, and. from its perusal 
derive substantial knowledge. 

Zion's Witness for July is full of mar
row. but a foot-note complains of minis
terial jealousy even against Mr. Wilcock
son. This is one of the darkest features 
in the circles where essential truth is 
.proclaimed. We are all divided into 

small party sections. He would be a 
great benefactol· to our Churches who 
could instrumentally, in a true Gospel 
spirit, unite in one a1:my, in one fraternal 
society, in one evangelical working 
company, all who in heart, in head in 
hand, in faith, in feet, in holy love: in 
earnest zeal, all who are ready to give a 
reason of the hope that is in them, with 
meekness and fear. Who will convene 
a series of meetings to which all who 
know and preach the Lord Jesus Christ, 
all who are walking in the fear of the 
Lord, shall be earnestly invited to II draw 
forth" theb: soul's experience, and testify 
to the fact that they are walking in 
fellowship with a covenant God in the 
Gospel? 

WAITING THEIR TURN.-Mr. Wake
ley's P,·osing. It is nearly all pulpit 
prosing now.- Unbaptized Baptuts. A 
tract by Ebenezer Maclean, of 6reenock, 
might be used by pastors to advan
tage. 

Sword and Trowel, for July, with 
11 Feed My Sheep," is a large and lucid 
homily for all preachers. 

11 William Caxton, and the Axt of 
Printing," by Mrs. Clara Balfour, is a 
well-timed history in 77ie Fireside, for 
,June; which also contains a sacred, 
poetic appeal to " The Comforter." The 
editor, the Rev. C. Bullock, is persevering 
with Hand and Heart, a modest, domestic,, 
prettily illustrated penny weekly. Also 
1:1ome Words, and Day of Days, the whole 
forming a staff of literary witnesses 
suited to every class. The publishing 
offices a.re 75, Shoe-lane, E.C. 

A rare personage is presented in Tke 
Brituk Workman for April, called" The 
Polite Post-master," with a full account 
of the working of the "Post-office Savings 
Bank," a chapter of honest and indus
trious savings. Read it, British work
men', then go and do likewise. S. W. 
Partridge & Co. publish The Briti,sk 
Workman. 

Letters lay in heaps to be answered 
(D.V.) shortly • 

ON GREATNESS. 

W0ULD'ST thou be great? Then timely learn 
How to bow low ; and in thy tum 
Shall conquer ; for the field is wide ; 
And on life's rough, uncertain tide, 
Work mU&t be done ! So with strong mind, 
Strive to do good to all mankind. 
Be truly great ; and thou wilt not regret 
Thy toil or pains ; for thou canst set . 
Diamonds far pu.rei·, and of more lastmg worth 
Than all the gaudy, glittering toys of earth. 
Look then to God, and on His strength rely, 
And thou shalt have reward in the great by-and-bye, F. E. C. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

MR. HENRY HALL'S ANNUAL 
SUMMER MEETING. 

EBENEZER, WIRTEMBERG-BTREET, 
CLAPHAM. 

I well remember when a gentleman's 
-coachman came to live in London. He ex
pressed to me a de~ire to build a chapel some
where in or near London. He could not find 
.any Church, or minister, or place where 
he coulrl then settle down. He found a spot 
in Clapham. He built his "Garner." 
Sometimes I preached in that place. I saw 
Mr. l!:lveo settled there. Through my in
strumentality, Mr. Rowlands came there 
from Stonehouse. It was never a very 
flourishing harvest home. As I passed by 
it this morning, I thou~ht it looked very 
deserted. The father of 11, William Odling, 
has gone, I hope, to a better Garner. Its 
great bishop, and most of its curates, have 
left these shores, but this Ebenezer sprung 
out ol it; and here, for several years, the 
tru t b of the Gospel has been main taioed. 

Thus we see, chapels may fail, preachers 
may die, but 

TRUTH LIVES! 
It must live! God is its Author, the Soo 

of God is its Executor, the Holy Ghost is its 
Sealer, the whole election of grace is to be 
sanctified by it. 

Truth did live before time had any being. 
Truth triumphed over the fall, over the flood, 
over all the faults and follies of its friends; 
and over all the fierce fires of its foes. 

When the Arian heresy sprung up, loving 
John was almost frightened, and he sbouted 
out, " If any man come, and bring not this 
doctrine, do not let him come into _your 
house, neither bid him God speed." When 
the Arminians came ashore, the Church was 
alarmed, but truth lived on. The Romanists 
and Ritualists have nearly overrun the 
land, still truth lives on, and will for ever. 

Three questions are sure to spring up. 
1. What is truth? It is Jesus Christ 

Himself. He is the Fountain and the Out
flow of truth. 

2. Where is truth to be found? In every 
one where Christ is formed in the heart as 
" the hope of glory." 

3. What will be the consummation and the 
crowning glory of truth 1 It will be realisetl 
when Christ shall call His redeemed home 
with that sublime welcome, "Come, ye 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." 

May the truth in us live. To proclaim it 
may we labour, and may our song for ever 
be " Crown Him Lord of all." 

When I was placed on the platform in the 
evening, Mr. Battson was talking to the 
Almighty. T. M. Whittaker, Esq., was the 
moderator. He was supported by R. C. 
Bardeos, J. H. Dearsly, E. Langford, 
J. L. Meeres, W. Winters, S. Ponsford, 
E. Beazley, Thomas Stringer, F. Wheeler, 

&c. After R. C. Bardens had given a cheer
ful iotroductor,v address, C. W. Banks being 
called, said, This evening service is only like 
the desert. lo the sermon you ha¥e had 
the strong meat; the people will hardly be 
prepared for Jong dissertation; my words 
shall he few, and few they were. Mr. Dearsly 
on Jerusalem and its blest inhabitants. E. 
Langford came steadily to elucidate truth 
from the text, " They that shall be of thee 
shall build the old waste places." R. A. 
Lawrence soon began to create smiles, but he 
came to a serious tone, and expressed sacred 
words from the parable of the rich mau. 
J. L. M eere, on tribulation here, and tri
umph yonder, was saint-like, savoury, and 
evidenced a patient continuance in the good 
Word of God, waxing warm in developing the 
co-equal and ro-eternal love of a Triune 
Jehovah. We felt the Spirit of life and 
truth was in his soul, in his testimony. S. 
Ponslord softly bedewed our spirits. He !9 
daily reminded the journey through this 
w01;ld cannot be very much longer extended, 
but in the Gospel he is as firm as any of the 
younger. It was a pleasing sight and glorious 
sound when F. Wheeler read out, and the 
whole congregation harmoniously sung, 
"We've overcome at last." Thomas Stringer 
spoke of Him we all like to talk about, 
"preaching the Lord Jesu~." This was a 
lively Gospel sermon, shewmg how, where, 
and m what manner they preached Christ 
Jesus. Thomas put the crown on the right 
head and gave us all a liJt. W. Winters 
an'1 'others followed. Certainly we con
gratulate brother Hall in being favoured 
with such successful anniversary services. 
It is marvellous bow long the Lord's people 
will sit to hear so many men trying to tell 
the good, the grand old story. 

BILSTON.-1 am pleased to say the 
testimony you gave of Mr. A. Hall we have 
found as you described. His services are 
very profitable; I believe he is a very in
telligent, God-fearing young man. I do 
hope his labours will be abundantly blest to 
the good of many immortal souls. I have 
been taking in the EARTHEN VESSEL these 
thirty years, and . found many profitable 
seasons therefrom. If the Lord will, an<l 
our little cause prosper, I msy see you once 
more in this so-called black country, and 
talk over the good things our Lord has 
promised. Your well-wisher, T. JOHNSON. 

SYDENHAM, 0 XO N.-Anoiversary 
services, commemorative of fifty-first year 
of Mr. Allnut's ministry, was held on Wed
nesday, June 20. Mr. Hazelton and Mr. 
Chivers were the preachers for the d~y. 
We were favoured with some excellent _dis
courses. The chapel was full to overflow1ng, 
the Lord's preoence was realiseol, the coll~c
tions liberll!. To the Lord be all the pr81se. 

FRIEND. 
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A QUESTION FROM A MINISTER ON 
PREACHING. 

DEAR MR. BANKS,-You have from 
time to time in the VESSEL, by yourself 
and various correspondents, ventured just a 
glance as to whether our method of preach
ing to unconverted sinners is quite certainly, 
and without shadow of doubt, '"the more 
excellent way." And though the question 
has been only glanced at, I think there is 
a conviction on your own mind, and on that 
of many of your more thoughtful corres
pondents, that the time cannot be very far 
off when this question will force itself to the 
front, and demand to be weighed in the 
scales of the sanctuary, and judged by 
tlie test of experience. 

As you are aware, in the smaJI congrega
tion in which it is my prh•ilege to minister, 
there is a school of youn11: ladies. To-night 
I preach to them for the last time, before the 
Midsummer vacation. I bave been Jed to 
the words in 1 John ii. 18, " Little children, 
it is the last time." I propose to speak of 
what John says in his epistle to "little 
children." The words first occur at the 
commencement of this 2nd chapter, "My 
little children, these things write I unto you 
that ye sin not." Here is command, counsel, 
or exhortation from Christ's inspired servant 
to Christian believers to do that which it is 
certain they cannot do of themselves without 
tbe grace ol God, and which it is doubtful 
if the.- can no in this life even with 
the grace ol God-that is, to live without 
sin. Surely this teaches that our ability is 
not the ground of our obliiration. That 
though by the Fall we have Jost the power 
of renderinir perfect obedience, God has not 
lost His rie:ht or authority ol requiring Jt, 
and that God's servants are not to limit His 
demands to the sinner's power of obeying. 

There are the professed SP.rvants of Jesus 
Christ who exhort unconverted sinners to 
repent and believe the Gospel on the ground 
that God's right to require, and not the 
sinner's power to comply, is the rule of their 
ministry, whilst there are others who think 
it wrong thus to exhort unconverted sinners, 
because such being dead in trespasses and 
sins they have neither power nor will to do 
eith~r. Both parties agree in believing that 
sinners are dead in trespasses and sins, that 
Christ is" exalted as a Prinee and a Saviour, 
to irive repentance unto Israel, and the 
remission of their sins,'' and that the graces 
of repentance and faith must first be received 
before they can be exercised. And yet, 
whilst fully agreeing in their. belie! ol t~e 
doctrines of the Gospel, they differ ID their 
methods of preaching the Gospel. I confess, 
for mv part, I can see no more inconsistency 
in exhorting unreg·enerate sinners to do that 
which they neither can nor will do without 
the grace of God, but which, by God's 
grace when it is given, they both can and 
will than in exhorting believe1-s to do that 
whi~b it is certai11. they cannot do without 
the grace of God, and which it is very 
doubtful whether they either can or will dn 
in this life with the grace of God. I know 
I may be called a Fullerite, but "hard words 

break no bones," neither have they any 
weight or authority with thoughtful minds. 
To the man who acknowledges Christ for 
his M1U1ter, and has learned obedience to the 
command, "Be ye not the servants of men," 
the truth as preached in our chapels, or our 
views, will have but little weight, only that 
he will not readily, or on light occasion•, risk 
the danger of destroying the harmony or 
unity of the Church, or of putting a 
stumbling-bloek before God's little ones. 
The great questions after all will be, What 
saith the Scriptures? What says experience? 
How did our Great Master commence His 
ministry (see Mark i. 14, 15)? "Now after 
that John was put in prison, Jesus came 
into Galilee, preaching ·the Gospel of · the 
king-dom of God, and sayinir, The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand, 
repent ye, and believe the Gospel." Can the 
servant who imitates his Master here do 
wrong? 

Not to be tedious ; let us look at the first 
sermon preached after our Lord's ascension 
and the descent of the Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost, recorded in Acts ii. Look at Peter's, 
exhortation, ver. 38-40. I knowitwill be 
said it was addressed to sensible sinners, as 
mentioned in verse 37. To my mind it is 
clear it was addressed to the multitude, from 
verse 41 : "Then they that gladly received 
the Word were baptized," intimating that 
not all that were addresssed thus received it, 
or it would have read. "Then they gladly 
received it;" but, "Then they that gladly 
received it," showing that not all addressed 
thus received. 

Now a word a• to experience. Which of 
these twocla.•sesofpreachers have been most 
owned of God? which have been most used 
of God in bringing sinners to the faith ol 
Christ? 

I do not write in aspirit of controversy but 
of inquiry, thankful for the light I have 
received, hut remembering the "path of the 
just is as the shining light, shining more and 
more unto the perfect day." 

8. L. MARSH. 
Kettering, June 12, 1877. 
[The inquiry is under close and silent 

investigation. We have enough to fill our 
VESSEL. We think the verdict is not far 
off.-ED.] 

NORBITON.-Specialservices to help the 
Church in the London-road were convened 
on Tuesday, July 2nd. Mr. James Hand 
read, expounded, and offered prayer. C. W. 
Banks preached with happy freedom from 
"My God bath commanded thy strength. 
Strengthen, 0 God, that which Thuu hast 
wrought for us." In evening Mr. Bonney, 
of London, after Mr. Welsh, of Tooting, 
had earnestly sought the Divine mercy, de
livered a comprehensive addre•s on the best 
means of promoting prosperity in our 
Churches (which ought to be printed). 
C. W. Bank• gave a lecture on the triumphs 
of grace. Mr. J. W. Norton clooed the 
services. Norbiton friends have now a new 
and comfortable chapel. 
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OUR ESSEX BAPTIST CHURCHES. 
Were it not that God keeps His children 

"alive in famine" (Psalm xxxiii. 19), 
many of them in out-of-the-way places ID 
the country would certainly grow lean and 
wither for lack of spiritual instruction. But 
God is not at a loes to make up for all 
deficiency in the apparent failure of the 
outward means, when circumstances will 
not admit of public worship, by a continued 
supply of His rich free gilts to the hungry 
and thirsty in Zion. In the hundred of 
Rochford, l!0Unty Essex, there is a great 
need of efficient workmen in the Gospel 
vineyard, for Essex, as a whole, is still a 
notable county for truth. During the 
Marian persecution·, Essex furnished more 
martyrs for the truth's sake than any other 
county in England; and in a later period, 
during the tyrannical reil!,'Il of the misguided 
prelate Laud, this county suffered greatly 
from the loss of a valiant army of Puritan 
Roundheads, who were menaced and 
shackled by ecclesiastical power, and driven 
into exile, never more to return to the land 
of their nativity. ·The Western wilds of 
America, amidst the untamed aborigines, 
were preferred by some of England's best 
divines to the cruel oppression of the so
called Protestant Church of this country. 
The Strict Baptist Church at Prittlewell, 
Essex, is well known to many as a truth
loving one, and it was the happy privilege 
of the writer to speak, on July 8th, in 
this little sanctuary to an excellent con
gregation, many: coming from Wakering 
and the surrounding district, The Church 
is in need of help, and the chapel requires 
alteration, for its present low ceiling is much 
against speaking and good singing. The 
brethren and sisters here have strong spiritual 
digestions, and, of course, require Gospel 
food accordingly, and a good lot of it too. 

At Rochford, some five or six miles distant 
from the above-named Church, is a small 
cause of truth, not very attractive in its 
outward appearance, but it has land con
nected with it on which might be reared a 
more commodious structure for the worship 
of God. In thi~ neighbourhood there is, 
methinks a good opening for a well
instructed minister of Jesus Christ, for it is 
a rare tbinir for the congregation to bear a 
sermon. My friends, Mr. and Mrs. M=, 
of Canewden, with others in the locality, do 
their utmost to keep the place open. Often 
a sermon i• read, and if reproduced in a 
slow, prosy style, accentuated with a broad 
provincial nasal twang-
., Heo.rd &t conventicle, where worthy men, 

Misled by custom, etro.in celestial themes, 
Through the pressed nostril, spectacle-best rid." 

The effect is doubtlese of a soporiferous 
order. The Church of truth nearest Roch
ford is, I believe, Rayleigh, which has for 
ill! minieter occasionally Mr. Bennett, a 
worthy and much-respected brother. There 
appears to be no places of truth either at 
·Stanbridge magna and parva, or Canewden, 
but there are many ripe Chrietians who 
walk many miles with a view of hearing a 
sermon, and then get grievou81y disap-

pointed. There may be found in the green 
lanes many an old mud wall mansion, with 
thatched roof, occupied by rich experienced 
saints, whose spiritual knowledge outweighs 
more than half the divinity of many of the 
logical professors of Oxford and Cam bridge. 
It was my happiness on one occasion the 
other day to visit a small farm-house far, far 
from the buoy din of town-life, near 
Paglesham, and there was a widowed mot1ier 
with her daughter, both members of Roch.: 
ford Church, ripe in Divine and holy thing•. 
They spoke of Mr, C. W. Ranke's visit to 
their little cause some year, ago with plea
surable feelings. The State Churches of 
England in many of these part~, if high in 
order, are low enough in their congregations. 
8ome of these buildings are ancient and 
massive, capal:lle of holding several hundreds 
of persons, but the "dry nurses" of these 
Churcbe• have often to "mount the 
rostrum," and mumble out, what, probably, 
"they never wrote," to a congregation of a 
dozen to twenty in number in the summer, 
and in the winter it has been known for the 
parson and clerk to meet with no one else to 
disturb their communion. The chief good 
resulting from such a religi,o is evidently 
the product of the tithes and glebe
lands which enable such State preachers t11 
sing, "Oh, blest seclusion from a jarring 
world." It needs, methinks, as much mis
sionary effort to penetrate many of these 
dark spote of our highly favoured land as it 
does some of the islands of the Indian 
Archipelago. 

Waltham Abbey. W. WINTERS. 

ROCHDALE.-Newbold Baptist chapel 
annual sermons for Sabbath schools were 
preached, June 24th by Mr. F. Hamilton 
Smith, of Manchester, when our collections, 
in aid of the school funds, amounted to 
£51 10s. 6d. Subsequent donations made 
the total to be £55 12s. ld. We •bank the 
Lord for thus eonstraining and enabling the 
friends of Divine truth to support the 
schools wherein the children are prayerfully 
and faithfully taught the true way of lite 
and salvation. Newbold ball chapel is 
one of the best constructed and most com
modiou• places of worship we have ever 
stood in. May the Lord grant that the 
glorioue Gospel of our holy and loving 
Redeemer may therein be so proclaimed that 
many may be added unto the Church of 
such as shall be saved. Our travellers, who 
often ask where they can bear the Gospel, 
will find Newbold chapel, in the l\lilnrow
road, not five minutes' walk from the Roch
dale railway station. 

HEREFORD. - Our Sunday school 
sermons in lovely Whitestone were pl'eached 
by Mr. Field, on July 15th. On the 17th, 
our children gave beautiful recitations, and 
the frienrls furnished a bountiful treat. 
The whole was well carried out under the 
genial management of pastor Carter and ~is 
wile, our superintendent, W. H. Godwm, 
the teachers, and other warm-hearted 
helpers. 
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WALKS AND WANDERINGS IN 
CITIES, TOWNS, AND RURAL 
VILLAGES. 
AwRy, Rll alone, in some old churchyard, 

on the summit of a mountain, or sitting on 
the hillock of some rural district, where no 
one can disturb my thoughts, are my choicest 
seasons. 

On Monday, June 25, before the public 
services commenced in brother Simpson's 
meeting·, I climbed that terrific hill on the 
top of which stands Lincoln cathedral, and 
there the ii:rand representations of our Lord 
in the brilliant windows quite set my poor 
little heru-t in motion, and out came pencil 
and paper to catch up a thought. As I 
wrote in the roug·h, so it comes. I purchased 
a history of Lincoln ; out of it may be given 
ancient notes. 
I've heard Big Tom of Lincoln strike out 

his lull eleven, 
Now inside I'm surveying the coloured win

dows seven; 
What elegant shining pictures! what lofty 

pillars high! 
With towers so aspiring, they almost reach 

the sky. 
What a weather-beaten fortress this big 

church doth appear; 
It stands a daring witness, unmoved from 

year to year. [ nest, 
Around on every side, the clerii:y have their 
Wherein, with quiet safety, they think and 

take their rest. 
But, after all, Is this the Church the Saviour 

did redeem? 
Are these Christ's true successors? or, do they 

vainly dream ? 
In olden time Baal's men were stronii:, 
To him do these church-tribes belong? 
My soul hopes not. These have God's Word, 
Some have, as well, the Spirit's sword, 
And to this nation they declare 
The Church in Christ is free and fair. 
" Judge not," said Jesus ;-I obey ; 
And leave these prebends to that day 
When Christ shall, once for all, proclaim 
The right of those who know His Name. 
A sacred stillness seems to reign 
Around this huge cathedral plain; 
But I must here no longer stay; 
Engagements make me baste away, 

To seek and serve the Lord. 
Till deep-toned Tom told me 'twas noon, I 

wandered round the pile, 
Now let me go and think and speak of Jesus 

for a while. 

He, speaking of Alm~hty God, did say, 
"I know Him, for I am from Him, and He 
bath sent Me." A speech the Saviour made, 
rich in its meaning, and so true. 

As in Lincoln cathedral-yard I stand, to 
myself I say, in those three sentences_yo?, 
have: [Him. 

I. The Saviour's origin-" I am from 
2. Our Redeemer's qualification - " I 

know Him." 
3. His commission and His mission-" He 

bath sent Me." 
Oh, precious mines of wisdom here are 

hidden. 

THE AGED PILGRIMS' ASYLUM, 
CAMBER WELL. 

In Westmoreland-place, leatlin!I" out of' 
Soutb-st., is situated the Camberwell Asylum 
for Aged Pilgrims, and here we find a lnrge 
number of both sexes livin!I" their last days 
in comparative comfort and quiet, through 
the instrumentality of friends to the cause. 
This institution is now seventy years old. 
Unfortunately, however, as is the ca~e with 
too many of a kindred nature, funds are· 
low, or much more could be done to aid the· 
sick and distressed in their declining years. 
About eighteen years ago, it was deemed 
desirable to establish the Benevolent Fund 
for the assistance of any of the inmates who 
might be sick or infirm, by supplying them· 
with nurses, medical attendance, and other 
comforts: The annual subscriptions to this 
fund are by no means sufficient to maintain 
its wants, for which £120 a-year is required, 
but to which only £70 is subscribed. The 
proceeds of the anniversary services, held 
June 21, were devoted to this fund, On 
the occasion, Mr. Vaughan (of Hackney) 
preached a sermon in the afternoon, taking 
for his text the word~, "We know that we 
have passed from death unto life, because we 
love the bretbrea." The discourse was 
listened to with much attention. Lateran an 
excellent tea was provided in a large· 
marquee erected in the grounds, to which 
about 200 sat down. At seven o'cl<'ck a 
public meeting was held, which, in the 
absence of General Alexander, was presided 
over by T. M. Whittaker, Esq. (of Black
beath), who spoke encouragingly of the work 
in which they were engaged, and asked for· 
aid in carrying it on. Mr. Jackson, the 
secretary of the asylum, gave a detailed· 
account of its present state. During the 
past year, nine inmates bad died, and the 
vacancies were being filled from list of can
didates recently elected. The speakers who 
addressed the meeting were Messrs. T. 
Bradbury, J. Vaughan, Davis, Briscoe, 
Squire, and Murphy. 

Friends desirous of assisting to make up 
the .£50 deficiency as shown above will 
please communicate with Mr. Jackson, 29, 
Marlborough-road, Upper Holloway, N. 
Letters may be sent to the asylum. One 
guinea, annual, entitles to three votes at all 
elections. 

WALWORTH ROAD.-Sccond annual 
meeting of Excelsior Band of Hope was 
Tuesday, June 26th, at York-street. Nearly 
200 children were supplied with a bountiful 
tea. Mr. Messer gave a capital address. 
The children recited nicely. Books, Bibles, 
and temperance works were given by Mr. 
Searle and other frientl~, as rewards. W. B. 
[This la; inµ.- bold of the children, and in 
faith, in truth, and with prayer, labouring to 
train them up in the way of temi;erance, of 
the knowledge of the Word of God, and of 
the hapry result of seeking for the true grace 
of God is one of the noblest enterprises in 
our land. We pray for increasing prosperity 
to attend the Walworth Excelsior Band of 
Hope.-ED. E. V.] 
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SOUTH HACKNEY. - July, 187'1. 
Blessed Samuel Foster1 My old note-book 
telle me that the first time Edward Barber 
(the superintendent of the village chapels 
around Canterbury) sent me to preach, wa, 
Sunday, October I, 1831 ; that will be forty
six years come October 1, 1877, since I first 
stood in a pulpit and delivered a sermon, I 
BBt In that pulpit end trembled fearfully; my 
text wes in James: "Hearken, my be1oved 
brethren, bath not God chosen the poor of this 
world, rich in faith, and heirs of the king
dom ? " The chapel and gallery were full, and 
I wes much helped. My brother John wes 
with me; and be preached in the evening. 
It is over fifty years since the M etbodist 
parson at Rye, in Sussex, cut me down, and 
I lay some time in awful darkness. My heart 
is Inclined, if I live until Sunday, September 
30, 1877, to hold special anniversary services 
on that day, and on the following days in that 
week, if the Lord permit. It is not easy to 
describe the mixture of humility and gratitude 
I feel before the Lord, for so many years 
bringing me through triale and mercies ! 
Oh, that with a J>Ure life, and with a heart 
bonel!t and bumble at His feet, I might live 
unto His praise. Dear Foster, pray for 

C. W.BANKS. 

THE LATE MR. HAWKINS. 
To the Editor of the" Earthen Vessel." 

DEAR MR. BANKS,-Tbe venerable 
Mr. Hawkins (deacon of Rye-lane, Peck
ham), in the month of May, left this wilder
ness, after a residence of near ninety years, 
for bis eternal home, the new Jerusalem, in 
the kingdom of the true and living God, 
where will be found the whole election of 
grace, the entire family of God, the countless 
millions, whom God the Father gavb to His 
co-eternal Son in covenant security. This 
kingdom is the property of Jesus Christ, and 
they all live upan the fulness of Jesus, 
enjoy without mterruption the smiles of 
paternal love, and inhale the breath of God 
the Holy Ghost. Our brother . Hawkins 
breathed out his ~pirit into the bosom of bis 
covenant God without a struggle, and was 
accompanied home by His Sacred Majesty, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who long ago pro
mised him that He would come and receive 
him unto Himself, that where He was there 
he might be also. 

Our brother was baptized about sixty 
years ago, at the Strict Baptist chapel, in 
East-lane, Walworth, and after going 
through the usual difficulties end trials of 
our mortal state, became one of the deacons 
of the late Mr. Powell, in the Old Rye-lane 
Baptist chapel, whom Mr. George Moyle 
succeeded. This chapel was afterwards 
taken possession of by the London and 
Brighton Railway Company, and the present 
one erected through the active exertions of 
Mr. Congreve. Ou1· brother Hawkins was 
a very sincere and devoted Christian deacon, 
and an exception to the slothful ones of the 
present day; for up to three or four years of 
bis death be never tired of visiting in sick
ness, death, and poverty, the poor and needy 

of the flock, meetin~ the objects of bis love 
with larJl'e anticipations of glory, before 
leaving this tabernacle of flesh, considering 
that all soldiers of the crOtlll must be 
conquerors, and all the army of the redeemed 
march victoriously home, displaying the 
banner of love1 in the valley and shadow of 
death, exhihltmg the spoils of Calvary in 
the face of the king of terrors, proclaiming 
the faithfulness of our covenant God. At 
prayer-meetings, in prayer, be was hiJ1,'hly 
honoured by the Holy Ghost, without which 
our prayers are dead duties, and our praise 
solemn mockery. This good old saint 
breathed in prayer the very atmOFphere of 
the spiritual kinJ1,'dom. All who had the 
pleasure of knowing him while on earth, 
will remember bis kind and affectionate 
regard for the spiritual welfare of both old 
and young, and although not a man of many 
words, they were always seasoned with salt, 
and what be did say was, through grace, for 
tile salvation of their souls, by the blood ot 
the Lamb. May the Almighty God, who 
alone is able to make us stand, enable us, 
dear brother Banks, amid all the temptations 
of the enemy, to endure unto the end, and 
bring us at length to join our late dear 
brother in the enjoyment of the rest that 
remains for the people of God-" for precious 
in the sight of the Lord is the death of Bis 
saints.'' 

Yours in Christian love, 
THOMAS GREEN. 

9, Heaton-road, Peckham Rye, 
Jone 20, 1877. 

TWO WATERS.-A word from Salem. 
We held anniversary, Monday, July 2nd. 
Glad to see our brother Mr. Stringer's face 
once more, and to bear bis voice. Our time 
is running on ! bow many more of these 
happy seasons are allotted to us in this vale of 
tears God alone knows; it is our mercy to be 
able to say," Our times are in His hands." 
I am in a weak state ; I sometimes think 
this frail body will soon return from whence 
it came. We had a good !!eason under the 
Word. Mr. Stringer's text was," Where
fore, holy brethren ; " I trust we die!, by the 
response in our hearts, class ourselves among· 
"the partakers of the heavenly calling," 
and still to press on towards the prize of our 
high calling. After tea we walked out, re
turning once more to Salem ; and we can 
say, " There our best friends, and kindred 
dwell." Brother Howard gave out that 
hymn, "Sovereij!"n Ruler of the skies," &c. 
Brother Stringer brought us again into good 
r,remises and into an elevated position, from 
• The Lord bath brought forth our righteous

ness," &c. We thank kind friends for coming 
to see us. We pray for prosperity at 
Salem. 

C. WOOTON. 

LINSLADE. - A cor=pandent says: 
Mr. Lindsey, the author ol many tracts, 
is a severe sufferer, hardly able to move. 
He has been in affliction, both of body and 
mind, for years, but from the midst of the 
furnace be has sent forth terrible warnings. 



256 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

BERKHAMP8TEAD-Mr.Shiptonmust 
indeed have had his heart cheered on Tuesday 
July 10th, at his anniversary services, held 
in · the Town-hall, Berkbampstead. Our 
esteemed friend, C. W. Banks, preached in 
tl,e afternoon to a large congregation, from 
Psalm xiv,, "The things which I have made 
touching the King." He gave us a p;ood, 
practical Gospel sermon, and by the attention 
given am! the earnestness of the preacher, 
l: think the sermon came from the heart, 
-and went to the heart, as I heard of several 
speaking of their enjoyment of the afternoon 
service, and bow 11;lad they were they came 
to hear him. Many had come from Tring 
Wilstone, and Hawridge, and all the sur~ 
roundin11: neighbourhood, and received a 
Gospel feast previous to the tea provided, at 
which about three hundred sat down. In 
the e,•ening Mr. Levinsolm came from 
London to 11:ive hi~ lecture on the Jews. 
Mr. John W. Banks presided in the place of 
his father, wl10 bad to hasten back to town 
to preach again in the evening. Mr. John 
Banks introduced Mr. Le,·insot,n in a very 
few appropriate remarks, and we were glad 
to hear Mr. Banks say, in reference to his 
being present that evening, that it gave him 
pleasure to obey his revered father, 
and that bis father's God was bis God ; and 
we ea~nestly hope that the sons of our 
beloved friend will all be found safely 
11beltered in the Rock Christ. Mr. Levin
sohn gave bis lecture for more than an hour 
on the religion of the Jews, to a large over
flowing con11,regation, who were very much 
interested and in~tructed, Mr. L. every 
now and then appealing to the hearts of bis 
bearers for their prayers on behalf of the 
despised race, and expressing bis gratitude to 
God for His goodness to him. After the 
lecture, Mr. Burrell, of Watford, made some 
very kind remarks, and Mr. Levinsobn 
concluded with prayer. It was a day that 
will be remembered with pleasure by many. 
The good things spoken were enjoyed by 
the speakers, and were conveyed by the 
Holy Spirit to the hearts of the hearers. 
May our brethren know their labours at 
Berkbampstead were not in vain. So prays 

Cherry Tree Farm, E. BELSHAM, 
Choulderley, Tring. 

CHATHAM.-MY DEAR BROTHER IN 
J Esus,-You~notice in EARTHEN VESSEL 
rather stirred me ; and when (last Tuesday) 
I saw these towns, my spirit was moved in 
me. I felt surely the Lord has much people 
in these places, and I cried out, 0 Lord, help 
me. Work, as you say, is wanted. Oh, for 
mighty wrestling! What a marvel! I, who 
once preached free-will in Chatham and 
Rochester, should now be permitted to preach 
free-grace in this place. In submission to His 
blessed will, J should like to be the instrument 
in His hands of helping to raise a new chapel 
there, but He is the best Judge of that; 
let His, not my will be done. The Lord blei!s 
you and keep you. Pray that I may be kept 
and made useful in the vineyard.-J. W. 
NORTON. 

B A N B U R Y .-Opening of Ebenezer 
chapel. 7'he Banbury Guardian Hys,
Ebenezer chapel, In Dashwood-road, for the 
Strict Bapti•ts, was opened for public worship1 
June 20, 1877, when C. W. Banks prenchea 
in the morning. The foundation-stone of this 
building was laid in Octobe1• last, nod its cosi, 
including the site which was the gilt of Mr. 
Joseph Osborne, will be allout £900, The 
~tyle of the building is Gothic, with Bath 
stone dressings and tracery windows. It is 
entered from a porch paved with tile, and the 
interior presents a handsome appearance. The 
roof is timbered ; the seats are commodious 
and comfortable, At the back: of the main 
building is the school-room and vestry, and 
by opening two large doors the former can 
be thrown into the chapel, thus providing · 
large accommodation for many people. The 
opening services began with singing the 
hymn, "Great God, Tby glory and Thy love." 
After which, C. W. Banks read the lessons, 
2 Chronicles v. and Hebrews viii. He after
wards addressed the congregation from N um
bers vii. 89 : "And when Moses was gone 
into the tabernacle of the congregation to 
speak with HIM, then he heard the voice of 
One speaking unto him from off the mercy
seat that was upon the ark of testimony, from 
between the two t'herubims: and he spake un
to him." Mr. Banks then went on to speak 
of man's fallen nature; of the need of a Sa
viour; and remarked that they had not built 
the house simply to have something handsome 
to look at, but in order that they mi!l'ht come 
there and speak with the Lord. He was 
pleased to see that they had built such a 
handsome place of worship ; they wanted 
about .t:300 to pay oft' the amount they hall 
incurred. The collections amounted to £25, 
In a1ternoon and evening sermons were 
preached by Mr. William Crowther, of 
Gomersall, near Leeds. At five o'clock there 
was a tea in the old chapel at West-street. 
rThese opening servit'es were continued until 
Lord's-day, July 15, when C. W. Banks 
preached and baptized, and formed the friends 
into a Strict Baptist Church; Mr. Bloxham, 
of Oxford, assistmg.] 

MARGATE.-Wednesday, June 20th, I 
was on a visit from Margate to Ramsgate. 
On entering Zion chapel, I found our 
brother Wise, of Margate, in the pulpit, 
I was pleased to find be WIil! there to baptize. 
He gave us a blessed discourse from the 
words, "And he baptized him." The candi
date is one who has seen much service in 
the army. H did our hearts good to hear 
brother Wise address him in loving and 
encouraging words as they both went into , 
the water together, I hear there are more 
waiting to join the Church at Mount 
Ephraim. Our souls have been much 
comforted under his ministry. The Lord 
Rpa1·e him many years. The dear frienda 
with whom he is called to labour will, I trust1 
look well after his welfare. They will fina 
the lovers of truth visiting Margate will 
not be backward to help them. 

A VISITOR, 
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NOTTING HILL GATE-SILVER 
STREET, The eleventh anniversary of 
the formation of this Church was com
memorated on Lord's-day, July 8th, when 
sermons were preached by M ell8l's, C. Corn
well, W. Cnrpenter, and R. G. -edwards, 
the pnstor. On Tue-<Jay, July 10th, Mr. 
R. C. Borden•, of Hayes, preached in the 
afternoon, and in the evening- a public 
meeting wlL• held, when John Wild, Esq., of 
Hayes, presided. After rending and praver, 
and a few words from the chairman, Mr. T. J. 
Messer made an intelligent and heart-stirring 
speech on the importance of private prayer, 
illustrated with •everal potent and pleasing 
anerdotes. Mr. Varder made some sound and 
hPlpful remarks on the "rie:htPousness that 
shall never be removed," Mr. Edwards nar
rated the proe:ress of the cause during the 
past five years of his ministry. Our brother 
Edwards bas laboured in conjunction with 
his people, exceedingly hard, but not without 
hope and e;reat encouragement. The chapel 
debt, which happily continues to e;row less, 
is still heavy and burdensome, and, of course, 
fills the pastors and people's hearts with con
tinued 1mxiety. May God raise up a few 
wealthy friends to help in this good cause
a capih1l investment for surplus cash. Mr. 
R. C. Bardens's address, owing to the short
nPss of time, was as briPf as it was sweet. 
Mr. C. W. Banks, w!lo had travelled from 
GrPat Berkhampstead to be at the meeting-, 
made some interesting remarks on the 
types of the Old Testament, in unison with 
the cherubims and burning wheels of 
Ezekiel's vision, which was followed by 
some savoury word! on important theological 
subjects by brethren Winters, Cornwell, 
Hall, and Haydon. The meeting termi
nated with the doxo!!)gy. 

W A.LTHAMENSIS. 

HERTS.-MR. EDITOR,-As one who 
is called to many places to preach the Gospel, 
I have been favoured to hear at Gaddesden
row, at Jtedbourne, at Aston Clinton, 
·high expressions of praise to the Lord for 
services rendered to our Churehes ( on recent 
anniversary orrasions) by that good brother, 
Mr. G. Shepherd, of Mount Zion, Hill-street, 
Dorset-square. He is a mnster-hand at 
sermonising-. Whatever subject he sets 
before us, he works it out well. Many flock 
to hear him. Moy our God make him a 
e;reat hleRsine; to our Strict and Particular 
Baptist Churches, yea, to the nation at 
large. The nwful lack of living- pastors, 
of strong, earnest, devoted, decided, deter
mined working- oxen in our county of 
Herts is painful to nil who do know the 
value of a Gospel in the heavenly power of 
it, Look at Tring, Two Waters, Berk
hnmpstead-common, and many places. Why, 
sir, Geore:e Burrell, of Watford, R. Bo,,les, 
John Shipton, W. Wood, and another or so, 
are all the pastors we have. Does the pro
mise fail? or do our Churches fail in faith 
and prayer? The Two Waters people have 
been much helped of late in hearing our 
growing brother Bedford of Tring. 

I H.H. E. 

FORTY-THREE YEARS IN THE 
GOSPEL MINISTRY. 

MY DEAR BR0THBR,-Thanks for your 
epistle. That amazing change you speak of 
will terminate all other changes for ever and 
ever-" Earth exchanged for heaven." 'Tt~ 
only the few among the teeming masses of 
professors that know anything about such 
diversities. The outer court religionists 
ride rough-shod over poor lane;uishing 
Zion. Still she will rise over all their pride 
and prPjudice, and shine forth as the sun 
for ever and ever. 

My brother who cares for or thinks of 
helping hard-working, honest, outspoken 
minMers of Jesus Christ? Many of them 
have starvation wages. My feelin'I' toward 
you is surb, that if my heavenly Father 
bad blessed me circumstantially, as He has 
some of His people, I would willingly pay 
half the £600 myself, and think it an honour 
to he able to raise a monument to the m,mory 
of His tried and useful servant, C. W. B., 
when be has passed the boundary of time. 
0, what a lot of miserable nie;gards we are 
surrounded with ! bless God for a few ex
ceptions. You and I ifwe die to-morrow, die 
penniless and who cares for that ? The 
Lord pity us and provide for our poor wives 
and families. I often look at mine with a 
sorrowful heart. Fortv-three years I have 
tried to preach the Gospel, and was never 
so tried in temporal thine:s a.s now. July 
11th, I reach my sixty-eighth year; plenty 
come to hear, but O how few come to help. 
Precious truth, say they, but I shall pay 
nothing for it. We must bear it; all will 
soon be over, thPn the full reward, according 
to Matt. v. 11, 12. 

Supporting, su•taining, sanctifying grace 
be with thee and thine. 

Truly in the Lord, T. STRINGER. 
100, Coldharbour-lane, Camberwell. 

TROWBRIDGE. -A Christian Re
viewer says, If a steady perseverance, a 
e;rowing prosperity, an uninterrupted aud 
onward course in the Gospel for more than 
forty years, is not suf!icitn t evidence of a 
man's ministry being- of the Lord, what 
futher will ye rrqnire? l\lr. W. Barnes, the 
very lone; and hononred pastor of the Church 
in Back-street, is still e;athering in, and 
bnptizine; such as really confess and live 
the Lord Jesus. And vet some who travel 
to us Trowbridge folk. from long- distances 
say, he is only a free-will-letter man. Have 
thev heard him? Do they know him ? Will 
their walk and conversation outshine him? 
[Mr. Barnes, of Trowbridge, bas hat! an 
unusuallv long and bnppy pastorate in Bock
street.-En.] 

LAXFIELD.-We have lost our pastor. 
In June be baptized one; it looked small 
when compared with what we have seen. 
La:dield, in Suffolk,is thecentrefrom whence 
the Gospel has been poured forth in its 
orig,inal and spiritunl order. We hope out· 
Suffolk masters will not permit the ~ood old 
banner to be laid iu the dust. Some of us 
are anxious for the future. 
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LINCOLN.-June 26. A downpour of 
rain, a cold wind, a cloudy atmosyihere, a 
long journey, an anxious mind, al tend to 
depress. I came from Burgh to Lincoln in 
a pouring rain, and so I leave it, but the 
two annivel'!!Bry days were favonrable,t and 
we were all helped throu!fh.. Zoar ,:strict 
Baptist Church, under the pastoral care of 
my sincerely esteemed brother William 
Simpson, was formed in Newland hall 
twelve months since. Its entrance is at 
19, Newland-street West, at one extreme 
end of the city of Lincoln; and is the only 
New Testament Church in all that immense 
district. My brother William Simpson, 
whose residence is 32, Sinai Bank, i• a 
nath-e of Lincoln, born and reared there, a 
man esteemed by all the inhabitants, of un
blemished character, of a meek and charitable 
spirit, but the terrible travail of soul be en
dured in passing under the rod, that he 
might come into the bond of the covenant, 
the severe discipline be endured while with 
the Independents, the unfolding of Gospel 
truth in his heavy afflictions, the pressure 
upon his spirit to preach the Gospel in the 
streets of his native city, his firm stand for 
Strict Baptist principles, and his naturally 
retiring habit, all these elements tend to 
make mere professors afraid of him ; they 
stand aloof. Hence, William Simpson and 
his companions dwell alone, and are not 
reckoned among the free-will or Hunting
tonian nations. I must now only speak of 
the anniversary. Our Sunday serviees were 
sacred and soul-confirming. After a little 
sermon on the Monday afternoon, the anni
versary tea-meeting was prepared. I have 
seen a few, but never one like the Newland 
hall refreshment provision. There were no 
flowers, but there was an abundant supply 
of every substantial and delicate provision one 
could desire. It was a pleasing assembly to 
look upon. The hall was quite full. At the 
cross-head table sat the quiet, friendly 
pastor, his stronir and steady friend Rollinson, 
brother Clark, from Earl's Barton, who has 
become united to the Church here, and other 
middle-aged and white-headed gentlemen, 
the pastor's wife, his son's wife, the two 
Mrs. Simpsons, also a host of ladies, who 
cheerfully conducted the feast with liberality 
and decorum. I was a stranger in their 
midst, but busy in the front I saw Benjamin'6 
valiant mother, Mrs. Craven, :ilso. Mrs. 
Pepperdine, Mrs. Clark, and theu- fne~ds. 
.All appeared deli1th ted ; and at the evemng 
service, brother William Simpson presided1 
and gave an opening address. Others helpeo 
on to the close, when all praised God and 
parted. C. W. B. 

FULBOURN, CAMBS. - The little 
eause at Noah's Ark still labours on in 
prayer, and occasionally that excellent and 
venerable brother, P. Harris, preaches to 
the friends. Oh, how we inly weep over 
the lack of some Jiving seraphim who m~ht 
go forth in the strength and Spirit of Ch1·1St, 
and Luild up this little GORpel temple! Have 
our Churches no sons of thunder willing to 
,iaeri6.ce all for the poor flocks ? 

CAMBERWELL. - GROVE CHAPEL, 
DEAR SI R,-The lillth annlve!'llary of the 
above place was held on Sunday end Tues
dav, July 15 and 17. Knowing that very 
manv of God's children who, in former days1 
worshipped in that lon!I' God-honourea 
place, but who are now, 10 God's all-wise 
providence, moved far away, many to 
foreign lands, where your VESSEL soils, to 
such I drop a line! to say that the glory is 
not departed. B essed be God, the same 
glorious truths as Joseph Irons fl.rst pro
claimed at the opening, 68 years since, ere 
still soundecl forth by the present pastor, 
Thomas Bradbury. On Sunday we had two 
full-weight Gospel sermons from the pastor, 
and many said it was one of the best days. 
Collections were made, and, having no debt, 
the proceeds were given as a thank-olfering 
to tlie pastor ; and the friends showed their 
love to the same by giving liberally, as the 
collections from the two sermons were the 
largest we ever had, exceeded by .£1 O last 
years ; showing that there are some yet left 
in God's Israel who love the good . old 
covenant truths. On Tuesday morning our 
pastor gave us a good Gospel sermon ; and 
in the afternoon brother George Davis was 
enabled to discourse most sweetly from the 
words, "We preach not ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus the Lord ; " and in the evening 
brother Rolleston did sound forth a most 
blessed testimony, with much savour and 
power, many testifying it was good to be 
there. We had no collection, but the friends 
had the opportunity to drop in the boxes as 
they went out what God disposed their 
hearts to give, for the Sunday schools, 
which amounted to .£15. This cheered the . 
hearts of our worthy superintendent end 
secretarY, who are the two right men in 
the right place, and work we11 together ; 
so that at the annual treat the children 
will be supplied with a good dinner and 
tea. Thus, our 58th anniversary passed off 
to the comfort and joy of many precious 
souls ; the old stagers said it was one of the 
best. We had good congregations ; minis
ters and friends coming from many parts. 
May real peace and soul-prosperity yet 
abound, is the prayer of the most un-
worthiest, J. Cll.UT0HER. 

MONKESTHORPE .AND BURGH
LE-MARSH.-Our anniversary sermons 
were brought to us this year by Mr. J. S • 
Anderson, of Deptford, who delivered two 
discourses at Monkesthorpe, on Tueaday, 
June 12, and two more at Burgh-le-Mal'llh, 
on Wednesdar., June 20. We are in a 
scattered condition, but our friends assembled 
in cheerful order on these occasions, and we 
hope good results will follow. Some 11&id, 
Mr. Anderson comes in ver;y well as successor 
to John Foreman, to all who love sound 
doctrine. 

MARCH, ELY.-The Spalding pastor, 
John Vincent, preached in Mr. Forman's 
f::lf.it on June 17. We had truth free and 
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W ALSHAM- LE- WILLOWS, NEAR 
'IXWORTH-To THE EDITOR OF THE 
"EARTHEN VESBEL."-MY DEAR BRO
THER-Grace, mercy, and peace be with thee. 
I have much pleasure to inform you that on 
the first Lord's-day in May, I had the 
pleasure of baptizing a dear sister in the 
Lord, one who had been richly blessed under 
the sound of the now much-despised, but 
,precious old-fashioned Gospel, which the dear 
Lord, through His super-abounding grace, 
has enabled me to declare. There was an 
excellent congregation gathered upon the 
-occasion, and I trust the service was not 
without its blessing. I was very sorely tried by 
the tempter, ere I went to the chapel, and the 
conflict was so sharp that I had mentally 
resolved to keep at home that day, which would 
,have been a great triumph to the enemy. 
At last, through Divine mercy, I was enabled 
to see the dark designs of Satan, and re
ceived strength Divine to cut my way 
through the host of internals that had sought 
to block up my pathway, and came off the
-field "more than conqueror," through Him 
who had loved me; and, bless His dear Name, 
I experienced and enjoyed His presence, help, 
and blessing. Many left the service to 
'Weep and to praise, others to mock at the 
truth and sneer at the text-i.e., "What 
-mean ye by this service? " May the dear 
iLord forgive them. F. A. 

BEDFORDSHIRE.-DEAR FATHER 
BANKs,-Witb gladness of heart and joy 
,in our Father's mercies, I write a few words. 
I will tell you what we did on Whit-Sunday. 
I went ten miles with my brother Frederick 
Fountain, who was engaged to preach anni
versary sermons at Little Stoughton meeting 
( a grand old house); congregation about 500 
regularly; on thi$ day many more. The 
.people came seven and eight miles. The 
afternoon was a glorious time. Over 600 
folk. The school sang special hymns. 
1t will gladden your heart, I know, when 
I tell you, they are a praying, earnest, hard
'WOrking people; about 140 Church mem
bers, others waiting .to join. They graciously 
permitted me to address the young iu the 
-evening. May the feeblest message he 
accepted for His sake. We must take cour
age. The Particulars are not dead yet. 
,JOSEPH FOUNTAIN, Ilford, Essex. [We 
believe the true Christian spirit is in these two 
.good brethren, Frederick and J osepb Foun
tain, The Lord will make them a great 
bles,ing.-En.] 

WELLINGBOROUGH.-ZoAR. The 
third anniversary of the openiug was held 
on Tuesday, June 26, when brother T. 
Stringer preached two Christ-exalting ser
mons. There was a good company. The 
tea was provided by the friends who have 
always: given trays, so that the whole of the 
proceeds might go to the cause. Collection 
and tea, £13 10s, So we bless the God of 
Jacob for His goodness in grace and provi
dence. We baptizetl in June, and have 
several candidates for this month. We 
hypers are not all dead. 

BURNHAM, ESSEX.-We had a high 
day on the 23rd of May, at our pretty 
village Burnham-on-the-Sea, the day ap
pointed for the recognition of C. D, Gooding 
to the pastorate of the Baptist chapel. In 
afternoon, good gathering to hear the charge 
by Archibald G. Brown, and J. Wigner's 
charge to the Church. Public tea- meeting 
was free, and bountifully supplied by ladies 
aBd gentlemen, not a few whose delight 
appE;ars to help the chapel funds. What 
thmk you, dear Banks? two Lonc!on ministers 
promised £,50 each towards a new hall for 
Sunday scholars. In the evening was anni
versary sermon by A. G. Brown. I found 
him a plain man, with plain language that 
I could understand; it did me good. He 
opened the service with solemn prayer. After 
prayer by Mr. Wigner, Mr. Brown spoke 
from the words, "0 man, greatly beloved." 
I do hope the people were profited, and God 
honoured. Our young miniqter, C. D. 
Gooding, bas preached to tois people about 
fifteen months; is well received by Church 
and congregation; and through the villages 
his kind visits to the poor, sick, and dying 
cause him to be a man beloved, and I hope ~ 
blessing to this neighbourhood. 

JOHN TAYLOR. 

SKEGNESS - ON - THE - SEA.-" The 
sands here, sir, are as soft and as smooth as 
the big man's tongue who nearly broke the 
parson's heart." So spake "S. O." I said 
nothing. " Quite a stir this week in Burgh " 
continued my sea-side visitor. "What b;.,. 
been the cause of it ? " "Anniversary services, 
conducted by Rev. J. S. Anderson, of London, 
at Monkesthorpe and at Burgh-le-Marsh." 
"Indeed!" "Ah! sir, the Rev. gentleman 
came to Monkestborpe with two sermons 
on June 19, and with two sermons at 
Burgh-le-Marsh on June 20. I wrote 
down the subjects ; give you them another 
day." "Thank you, sir." "After the great 
Deptford pastor gathered up the harvest, and 
bad left the field, then in came the Village 
Preacher. My train is starting, will write 
you all particulars of Burgh and Monkes
thorpe." 

HAWBRIDGE ANNIVERSARY.-
Our chapel was as full as it could bold, July 
17. Our dear E. Belsham, of sweet 
Cherry Tree Farm, on the high hills of 
Choulderley, read us out some of the best 
hymns. The Cheshire Baptist minister, 
J. Mayhew, was favoured to go in before the 
Lord for us in prayer. That intelligent and 
upright godly minister of Tring helped us. 
C. W. Banks gave us two Gospel broad
siders. Mrs. Belsham and her strong staff 
of devoted mothers in Israel supplied a 
tea of excellent quality to a company more 
numerous than was expected. At the close, 
Mr. Belsbam thanked the company, who 
bad gathered round from all parts to sym
pathise with them. Choulderley bills are 
healthy places to us. Dear Belsham gives 
us some of the best sermons ever produced. 
So we are not left to starve. 
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SALCOTT.-heec Mey to C. W. Banks. 
-My deer father is no more; he died June 
4, 1877. A8 he wes fond of reeding the 
EARTHEN VESSEL, I should like efewwords 
of his life. I can say of him that be lived e 
C]i.ristian life ; and be used to say, he did like 
to read the EARTHEN V £SSEL, it always came 
laden with the fruits of the Gospel of Christ 
Jesus. My father, A. May, was a Baptist in 
principle ; he lived to see bis eighty-second 
year. I have known him for more than forty 
,•ears; he was a prayinit man ; he bad great 
affliction, but he never murmured; he would 
sing,-

" Though pa.infnl at present, 
"Twill cea~e before long, 

Ancl then, 0 how pleasant, 
The conqueror's F:ong! ·• 

He was very fond of sin!!'ing Dr. Watts's 
hymns; be said they were Gospel hymns. 

ISAAC MAY. 

SOUTH GREEN.-,The Boptistsays,
" Mr. C. W. Banks, of London, preached 
six anoh•ersary sermon• at Jireh chapel, on 
South Green, June 17 and 18. On the 
Sundav. the three sermons were on the 
Three· Persons in the Trinity, and on Mon
day the sermons were on the Gospel King
dom . without - the · Kingdom of Grace 
within, and the King-dom of Glory above; 
Messrs. A. Miller, Hunt, and Joseph and 
Abraham Bull took part in the senices." rw e hav~ a wish to " extol the Stem of 
Jesse's Rorl," for the help given us on the 
occasion, and to transcribe a note or two.] 

WOOBURN GREEN.-Our Ebenezer 
anniversary services were on Wednesday, 
June 27. Our venerable friend, Mr. Wm. 
Day kindly cnme, read the hymns, expounded 
the Word, and prayed for us. Mr. Georg-e 
White al~ favoured us with help, and C. W. 
Bank• delivered two sermons with freedom 
and zeal. We have been permitted to restore 
our chapel, and to plant in front a substan
tial iron railin!!' and gate. The power of 
the Spirit to quicken, to call, to unite, to 
multiply, we prey for. 

TWO W ATERS.-Our Salem anniversary 
was .Julv 2o<l, when Thomas Strioj!'er came 
and poured out strenms of living- truth with 
freedom and joy. We are still preserved in 
the faith altbouj!'h death, tli•Pnse, and some 
distress ~round us, rather afflict us by the 
wav. Our chapel is comfortable, our pulpit 
is 'well supplied, our school is useful, our 
pravers are in earnest; mav the Lord send us 
a prosperous harvest. .Amen. Please tell 
your Boxmoor friends we shall be glad to 
see th,m. 

IPSWICH.-Tbe annh>er,arv of Bethesda 
ch:ipel i"unday school, took place on Sunday, 
July 15th, when sermons were preached 
morning and evening- by the the p•stor, Mr. 
William Kel'n ; in the afternoon the children 
repeated Sr.ripture, hymns, and dialoj!'ues, 
which were intRrspersed with suitable rema,·ks 
bv Mr. K. Collections on behalf of the 
school amounted to £11 11s. The three 
serviees were well attended. 

EASTBOURNE BAPTIST TABER
NACLE.-On Sunday, July 16, the Sunday 
school anniversary services wel'e held. Ser
mons in the morning by the pastor In the 
eveninl!' by Mr. G. T. Congreve, of Pe~kbem. 
C'ollechone between £7 and £8. Mr. 
Congreve also conducted a service for the 
yonn,r in the afternoon: The day was floe 
and congregation lol'ge. This· is a rising 
cause, and needs the help of our Baptist 
friends. 

lt.otes .of tgt l(.ontg. 
GREAT ROLLRIGHT.-We have had Mr. 

Hazelton preaching the Gospel to us in July, 
and our people who once enjoyed the 
precious ministry of dear Roff, can g·ratefully 
appreciate such new covenant witnesses. 
Send us more like them when you can find 
them. " One that never wa• n deacon," 

BANGOR.-Our pastor, W. H. Bishop, 
. has talked of leavinir us. Will the Lord 
forsake us ? We look u a to the bills from 
whence cometh our help. The Lord be 
merciful unto us and bless us. So prays a 
poor Little Sparrow. 

WARM DESIRllS.-A happy brother says, 
"Ob. may you come full of the Holy Ghost, 
and flaming with love to Jesus, and burning 
out with love to souls, then we shall have a 
blessed meeting- together; and we will most 
joyfully unite in giving all honour and praise 
to our blessed Jesus ; we will crown Him 
Lord of all. Hallelujah ! Yours in the 
everlastinir covenant of grace, J. P ." 

A NEEDFUL CHANGE.-We know the 
Baptist Church and congreJ!'ation in this 
place deeply feel the doctor.'.s advice that their 
pastor, ,:Mr. Pearce, should resi!!'ll and leave 
Raunds, it beinl!' unsuited to his health. He 
bas been frequently ill, but is recovered, and 
is open to invites, with a view to II settlement 
in some drier part. Address, J. Pearce, Hill 
House, Raunds, Northamptonshire. 

~irig. 
On June 29, at Ossary-road, Old Ken t--road, 

the wife of G. J, Allen, of a daughter. 

.lltatgs. 
Ou Joly 1, 1877, at Edinburgh, Mr. Arthur 

Warren. of Stolce Newlngton, 
On July Ja, at her residence, Ayton-road, 

Ram•gato, Margaret, the affectionate wife of 
George Turnlmll, aged 72; many years member 
at the Surrey tahemacle. 

On May 29. 1877, at 41, Fetter-lane, London, 
Mary Ann, the beloved wife of George norey, 
In her 61"t year. "Bles,ed are the dead which 
die In the Lord." Interred at Nunhead 
cemetery. 

On July 4, at 3, Saltram-place, Plymouth, 
Sarah, the beloved wife of William B.ates, aged 
72. 

On January 10, 1877, my dear wife, Mart 
Sophia Brown, died very peacefully, wonder
ously and peculiarly .,,,,ported and blessed of 
the Lord; ,he was well ~nown among the 
a,snclated Churches In Suffolk, especially 
Halesworth and Freesln11field, In the latter 
place sbe was mnch engaged for the good of 
the cause, and of old nnd young In the congre
gatlon.-ALBERT BROWN, 



IN our visits to the departing saints of the Lord's family, we find the 
blessed Bible and the adorable God of the Bible are increasingly 

dear unto their souls as they approach the end of this life's journey ; 
and they also feel a peculiar interest in the records of those who have 
gone before them. Therefore, we gladly insert brief accounts of those 
we have known and loved in the Lord. Among the very many with 
whom we have had some acquaintance, was 

THE LATE MRS. ISAAC POLLEY, OF GRAVESEND, 
F<Yrmerly of Hackney. 

Her bereaved husband says :-

DEAR C. W. BANKs,-Nothing would give me greater pleasure
had I the pen of a ready-writer-than to give you some account of my 
dear departed wife. I had often dreaded the separation ; and now the 
thing that I most dreaded is come unto me. I had hoped, had it been 
the Lord's will, that she would have seen me into the grave, but He 
that ordereth all things well had otherwise determined ; and, bless His 
holy name, He has enabled me to say, "It is well." 

My words are too mean to speak her worth ; 
Too weak to set her virtues forth. 

There could not be a more appropriate epitaph than the one I placed on 
her stone : " In her tongue was the law of kindness I " For her price 
was above rubies ; and I hope her husband may be pardoned for praising 
a woman that the Lord had so eminently blessed. Like Mary, she 
loved to sit at His feet, to hear His words. Of late years she was very 
much deprived of temple services in the winter months, being afflicted 
with heart disease. But her dear Redeemer was her Temple, and her 
service too. One of the books that she delighted in was " Hawker's 
Visits To and From Jesus ; " and our minister rightly said, when he 
delivered her funeral oration, that "she delighted in old-fashioned 
divinity." 

Four or five hours before her departure, I said, "My love, you 
could not bear me to read to you." She said, " Why not? " I was 
very pleased, and read Psalm ciii., and Miss Read, our attendant, read 
the cvii., to both of which she assented with uplifted hands. 

We had been married nearly forty-three years ; I am sure I can say, 
hers was '' The life, the walk, and the triumph of faith." She had 
often eaten of the fruit of the Tree of Life, and sat under its shadow 
with great delight. But though her life had been one straight and even 
tenor, yet no one felt more the need of that great passport, the blood and 
righteousness of her blessed Saviour. A poor old gentleman said, when 
he heard of her decease, that he had lost his best friend. I said to 
myself, that shall not be ; as there is such a thing as being baptized for 
the dead. . 

VOL. XXXIII.-SEPT., 1877. s 
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I take in four magazines : she generally read THE EARTHEN 
VESSEL first ; and we had many times praised the spirit of the Editor, 
who, through evil and good report, had heaped coals of fil'e on the heads 
of his fault-finding contemporaries. How varied are the dealings of the 
Lord with His people; some souls are fifty-pence deep, and some 
five hundred owe : not that there are any fifty-pence debtors ; for 
"the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint," and these truths 
were well understood by the dear departed. Notwithstanding, what is 
said in the last chapter of the Proverbs is applicable to her. Every heart 
knoweth its own bitterness ; but the Lord kept her consistent, and that 
kept her out of Achor's gloomy vaJe. If I read a doleful Psalm, it did 
not seem to suit her experience. She was not always on the mount, 
feasting on dying love ; but she seemed always in full sail for glory, 
while some of us appear only to be on a board, or some broken piece of 
a ship. In an eminent degree, she had obeyed the injunction of Peter, 
" Add to your faith, virtue," for she often touched the hem of His garment 
and extracted virtue from Him. Jesus said, "Who touched Me? for I 
find that virtue is gone out of Me I" The love of JESUS was her meat 
and drink. She often said, " How sweet the name of Jesus sounds I " 
Now, she is chanting the Victor's hymn, with a palm in her hand; 
dressed in raiment of needlework, saying," Unto Hrn that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood." She is casting her crown 
before Him, and is without fault before the throne. My valued and dear 
wife had known the Lord about fifty years. She dated her beginning 
from hearing Dr. Burder preach from" So teach us to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.'' And the Holy Spirit's 
teaching was not lost upon her. She searched for the wisdom that was 
from above-the hidden wisdom ; the wisdom of God in a mystery was 
learned by her, and well learned. She knew that Christ was that wisdom, 
and everything that set Him forth was prized by her. 

"Wben God makes up his last account 
Of jewels in His holy mount, 
'Twill be an honour to appear 
As one new-born or nourished there." 

About a month before her decease, I received one afternoon a letter 
about some troublesome houses; she saw how disturbed I was. In the 
most heavenly-minded way she said, "Are we not journeying to a better 
country?" It -reminded me of Moses' invitation to his father-in-law in 
the 10th of Numbers, "And Moses said to Hobab, Moses' father-in-law, 
We are journeying to the place which the Lord said, I will give it you : 
come with us, and we will do thee good." -

For some time I had been desirous of having some one to be her 
companion, and to wait on her, but had found a difficulty in getting a 
suitable person. But just previous to her having completed her wilder
ness journey, we had fixed on a lady we thought adapted. When she 
came she had taken to her bed, which was not more than a week before 
her decease. She said to Miss Read, "How kind it was of the Lord 
to send you. It seems as though He has sent an angel." 

She was a woman of few words. When I have heard her give young 
people advice, I have often said I never regretted taking her advice; had 
I done so in many instances, I should have escaped some troubles, "For 
she opened her mouth with wisdom" (Proverbs xxx. 26). 
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Though she had been confined to the house all the winter, and ill, 
within a week of her departure I thought she would again get through, 
for she was of a long-lived family. Her grand-parents were 86, and her 
mother 84. But the set time had come. It is the fashion now-a-days 
to say, Had yon done this, that, or the other, the life might have been 

· spared; so don't I think. I am not wiser than Job, Solomon, or Dr. 
Watts. Job says, "Are not our days as the days of an hireling?" and 
Solomon says, " There is a time to be born, and a time to die; " and Dr. 
Watt's says," There is an hour when I must die." But when you talk 
so, you get dismissed with a caution; they think it makes you indifferent, 
not a bit of it. I mentioned her mother. She was one of the most re
markable women of her time ; her's was a lifetime of good works done 
to the poor. I had great pleasure in writing her epitaph. Here it is : 

Here lies Mrs. Tute, this woman was great 
In ·healing diseases whatever their state; 
A real physician sent to the poor ; 
Drop a tear to her memory, she is no more. 

" Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord." May this be the happy 
lot of your sorrowing servant, 

ls.A.Ac POLLEY. 

SKETCH OF THE LA'fE REV. HUGH ALLEN, D.D. 
' Rector of St. George-the-Martyr, Southwark. 

" A man he seemed of cheerful yesterdays, 
And confident to-morrows." 

AND who that has gazed on the ruddy good-natured face of this very 
excellent devoted clergyman, who for such a long period ministered 

the Word of life to thousands of rapt and profited hearers in London and 
elsewhere, will question tbe propriety of our saying what we have in the 
motto we have placed at the head of this paper ? 

Among the many truthful useful men who have laboured and still 
labour in connection with the Established Church of England, I have 
not known one who has exhibited more zeal in the cause of his Divine 
Master than the warm and loving-hearted man, a brief sketch of whom 
we are about to present to our readers. 

Whilst our heart pulsates in unison with those Christians (and their 
name is legion), who desire the severance of the National Church from 
the State, we cannot but rejoice to know that there are men belonging 
to her .clergy, who lovingly, fearlessly, and successfully proclaim the 
whole truth as it is in Christ Jesus; men who deserte to be held in high 
estimation by all those who love the only Head of the redeemed Church, 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. In some respects the late 
loveable Dr. Allen bore some resemhlance to that great and good 
"old man eloquent," the late Dr. Thomas Guthrie, of St. John's 
Free Church, Edinburgh. Like him he had learnt how to sympa
thise with the sons and daughters of poverty, and like him he 
lovingly and untiringly laboured to promote their welfare both 
for time and eternity. We neve1· gazed upon either of these once 
truly useful men without being reminded of the good old clergyman 
described by Oliver Goldsmith, in his beautiful pcem, "The Deserted 
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Village," and of each we have been prompted to say what the poet said 
of bis village preacher, 

"And as a bird each fond endearment tries, 
To tempt its new-fledged offspring to the skies ; 
He tried each art, reproved each dull delay, 
Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way." 

The subject of this brief sketch was born in the green isle of Erin
an island which, had it been rightly governed, would have this day been 
what it was in the dream of the poet, 

" Great, glorious, and free, 
First flower of the earth, and first gem of the sea." 

It appears that our late-esteemed friend first saw the light in the 
famous city of Oork, where another friend of ours whom we greatly 
esteemed, and whose memory we still cherish, was born, the late Father 
Mathew, the great-hearted Temperance Reformer, whose name will be
as familar as a household word down to the "last syllable of recorded 
time." So that Oork produced two zealous clerical temperance men. 

In the days of the late Dr. Allen's youth, the eternal Spirit, whose
powerful influence can only subdue the heart of sinful men and women 
to the authority of Obrist, operated effectually on his mind, and led him 
from the withering embrace of evil, within the shadow of the cross. 
After labouring for a season to do his sin-mildewed fellow-creatures good 
in various ways, he felt it was his duty to study for the work of the
Ohristian ministry, and he entered Trinity Oollege, Dublin, for that 
purpose. He passed through his currwulum there in such a manner as. 
to win golden opinions from its professors; and he left the college in 
possession of many academical honours, and with his young heart filled 
with intense love for Him, 

" Who had loved him so well, 
As to lay down His life to redeem him from hell." 

When he commenced the responsible and onerous work of preaching 
the Gospel of Christ, the city of Dublin was the scene of his earliest 
ministerial toil. In that city, and afterwards in the isle of Man, and the 
busy and densely-populated city of Manchester, and also in the town of 
Bury in the same county, he scattered broadcast amongst the people the 
imperishable seeds of truth; and we doubt not that the result of his 
zealous and self-abnegating labours in those towns will be seen in that 
glorious world, where all the blood-bought members of the one Church 
of God will ultimately be gathered together to sing of grace rich, 
sovereign, and undeserved, throughout the long round of everlasting 
years. 

We well remember when the worthy Doctor came to this great city· 
of London, and how we were cheered and profited by his burning utter
ances in St. Luke's, Old-street, where he used to prea!)h to crowded. 
audiences on Sabbath afternoons. 

When St. J ude's, in Whitechapel, was finished, there were those 
who thought that locale was just the one for such a warm-hearted 
man as Dr. Allen to labour in, and of that Church he became incumbent, 
and showers of blessings crowned his labours of love. The Ohurch soon 
after his induction was thronged with attentive hearers. Individuals 
connected with nearly all the diversified gradatione of society hung upon 
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his lips with pleasure and profit; but the greater number of his hearers 
consisted of the poorer class, who throughout the ages have been more 
influenced by the truths of the Gospel than the wealthy classes. To them 
he loved to speak of Him, who Himself" became poor, that they, through 
His poverty," might become rich in faith, in hope, in humility, in love, 
and in eternal glory. Very frequently whilst he was engaged in setting 
forth the glories of Him who is alone "mighty to save," have strong men 
wept the burning tears of penitence, and others tears indicative of grati
tude and joy. 

His style of preaching was just adapted to the neglected and down
trodden. He knew how to enter into their feelings, and how to 
adapt his sermons to their understandings ; and if ever it might 
be said of any place in which the Gospel has been preached, 

" There joy like morning dew distils, 
And all the air is love," 

it might indeed have been said of St. Jnde's, when our late excellent 
friend was engaged in making known the all-inspiring fact, that in 
Christ Jesus and the Gospel there is 

" A sovereign balm for every wound, 
A cordial for each fear." 

Unlike many of his contemporaries, both among Churchmen and Non
conformists, he did not with "stately step and slow," swelling with 
Ritualistic pride, leave the rostrum for the vestry, but in his passage 
towards the latter he had a friendly smile for every one he passed. .And 
if a Dissenting minister happened to be among the crowd of whom he 
had any knowledge, he was accustomed to grip him by the hand, and heartily 
wished him " Good luck in the name of the Lord." Are all such clerics ? 
Would to Heaven they were. 

We well remember hearing him speak to the people in the ragged 
schoolroom, George-yard, Whitechapel, many years since, after we had 
delivered a temperance address to a crowded and enthusiastic audience; 
soon after he had joined himself to that God-honouring movement, 
which has been instrumental in leading many haggard, sin-mildewed 
wanderers from the dark pathway of intemperance; and among the 
goodly number of the Episcopalian clergy now identified with the 
temperance enterprise, we know of no man who was more anxious to 
see it prosper than the late rector of St. George's. Long was he spared 
to behold its triumphs, but we could have wished that he had been still 
longer spared to labour for the promotion of the happiness of the 
people. But all connected with his life, history, and labour, is" over 
and done," and we doubt not he is now reaping an abundant reward. 
He has left us a bright example-an example worthy of imitati?n; 
and we think we can hear a voice from his newly-opened grave crymg 
out-

" Bring forth those gifts that within thee lie sleeping, 
Use them for good, they but rust in the keeping; 
Take care, dear friends, to have sheaves for the reaping, 
When the stern harvest-man treads the ripe field. 
Brook no delay in this labom inspiring, 
Mark how creation, incessant, untiring, 
Brings fo1-th her t1·casmes, each small thing aspiring 
Its utmost of beauty and blessing to yield. 
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B~ and not se~, let thy spirit. far reaching, 
List the worlds harmony, clear and deep teachh1g, 
Like it for ever, in cheerfulness preaching 
Heaven's holy Gospel, that ha.llows the heart. 
Dream like and fleeting-time flieth, life endeth, 
Let thine be faithful and pure, such as blendeth 
With the world's motion that ever asccndeth, 
With the etemitics bearing thy part." 

May not that advice be given in vain I Let all those who labour 
for the cause of God and truth, do so with a hourly intensified zeal and 
love, and their labour will not, cannot be in vain ; and the end of their 
life's journey will be glorious indeed. 

I have often thought if the whole of the Evangelical clergymen of 
the National Church were more like Dr. Allen, that repulsive thing 
called Puseyism would soon be stamped out. Against that pestilent, 
beggarly imitation of Romanism, he set his heart for a long series of 
years. Had he not been a man of the right stamp, he would not have 
had sufficient courage to have accepted the afternoon lectureship of St. 
George's-in-the-East, when that notable lover of Ritualistic rubbish, 
Bryan King, was stirring the pulses of large numbers of the people to 
anger in that densely-populated part of this mammoth city. Had a 
large number of his brethren imitated his example, had they like him 
bearded the lion in his den, perhaps all connected with Poseyism would 
by this time have hidden itself from the gaze of the public. 

Removed at last from St. J ude's, to become the rector of St. 
George's, Southwark, and honoured with the title of Doctor of Divinity, 
we find Hugh Allen the same kind of labourer he was during his in
cumbency at St. Luke's. 

No donbt there were many things connected with Episcopacy which 
sometimes caused him much anxious thought., Those things imposed 
upon him a yoke he could ill bear. "We judge him not," to use the 
words of another, "for continuing an union which we think could not 
have been one of unmixed complacency and satisfaction; " and we have 
often thought that he was one of those clergymen who do not deem our 
Dissent frivolous and vexatious. 

Those who have heard him addressing the crowded congregation at 
St. George's, as we have done, must, with us, have devoutly thanked 
Almighty God for placing so zealous a man in the midst of such a 
densely-populated district; and if rightly influenced, they must have 
admired the beautiful simplicity with which he placed Christ and 
salvation before his hearers. 

At this work he kept on until the month of July of the present 
year. His end was sudden, but peaceful. 

" How many fall as sudden, not as safe! " 

The last time Dr. Doudney, the able editor of the Gospel Magazine, 
preached in St. George's Church (and its pulpit was never closed 
against truthful men), he said to a beloved friend of our own, in the 
vestry, at the close of the service, "My preaching days are over; but 
as long as I am rector, Dr. Doudney shall be welcome to my pulpit." 
Aye, and I believe he had a heart large and liberal enough to have 
admitted my beloved friend, the editor of this truthful miscellany, into 
his pulpit, had the rigid rules of his Church not prevented him from 
doing so. 
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That the late Dr. Allen was a man approved of God, a real self, 
denying teacher of the ignorant, and a lover of all good men, whether 
Churchmen or Dissenters, I verily believe. The great business of his 
life, like that of his Divine Lord and Master, was to go about doing 
good ; and though the High Churchman deemed him far too liberal 
towards Nonconformists, and somewhat irregular in his movements, yet 
he gave superabundant proof, day after day, that he was one of Christ's 
God-sent and God-anointed ambassadors, one who belonged to the real 
successi'on-a true minister of the cross, a genuine, self-abnegating 
disciple who, now his work is finished on earth, is bathing his redeemed 
and happy spirit in the gorgeous sunlight of that city where all God's 
genuine labourers will "shine like the stars in the firmament for ever 
and ever.'' 

a For ever with the Lord, 
Amen, so let it be ; 

Life from the dead is in that worrl, 
'Tia immortality ! " 

lA, Sabine-road, Shaftesbury-park, London, S.W., 
August 10th, 1877. 

T. J. ME83ER. 

ANOTHER NEW COVENANT MIGRATION. 

SARAH JANE COLLIN was summoned to the far country, from 
Bendon-valley; Wandsworth,Saturday, July 14, 1877. Sbe was born 

near Shepherd's-market, London, July 18, 1818, and was buried on her 
nato.l,day of the current year. 

She lived a stranger to God till womanhood; but through rich grace, 
had been a stranger wi'th God in the earth for upwards of thirty years 
previous to her gracious advancement. Married in 1845, to her surviving 
and sorrowing partner. For about twelve months she listened to the good 
Word of God at Kirtling, in Cambridgeshire, the ministry of Mr. 
Hanks ( now of Wool wich) being rendered very useful to her soul. 
Removing to London in 1846, she was strengthened, stablished, and 
settled under the late Mr. James Wells. 

In 1848, taking up her abode at Wandsworth, she became an attend
ant at Waterside chapel; and the same year, confessing her faith to 
Christ, was baptized by Mr. Ball (then pastor), being added to the 
Church, in the bosom of which she remained until her departure. 

A few weeks before her death, hymn 208, in Denham's selection-a 
felicitous composition of good Berridge-filled her with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. The hymn was read by a brother at the last Church meet
ing she attended, which was the last time she was at the public means. 
Soon after this, being laid aside, her soul passed through deep waters, 
the terrors of the Almighty making her afraid. Gentleness brought her 
to a confession of Christ; but solemn exercise was appointed her in 
finishing her course. The great Keeper of Israel never fol'flook the work 
of His hands; but remembering the labouring soul as "holy, redeemed, 
and sought out," she was "not forsaken." It is passing strange that 
Immanuel should assure poor sinners that He will never leave nor for
sake them; but, methinks, it would be far stranger if He ever left or 
forsook His beloved ! 
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The writer has pleasant memories of a. visit which he paid dliring 
her illness, when he read a portion of Romans viii., and, to her evident 
gratification, dwelt upon the record, " The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we are the children of God." This special line of 
remark was adopted from a recognition of the anxiety she felt about her 
state. Her heart was full of care for an afflicted son whom she was 
leaving behind, who, having been helpless from birth, had been her 
special charge. Desiring to be resigned to the Lord's will, her soul 
wrestled for grace to " be still." We reminded her of the provision 
made for Mephibosheth who was lame on both his feet, and ventured to 
express assurance that the Lord in His good providence would care for 
her care, especially as there were indications of graciousness in Him. 

While her tabernacle was dissolving, the process of physical decay 
being rapid, her ransomed spirit with saving health longed for her Lord; 
and being delivered in measure from her late darkness, often exclaimed, 
" Come, Lord Jesus.'' While all things else were gradually becoming 
less attractive, He became more ardently affected; hence her oft
repeated and emphatic cry was, " He is precious ! " Her dying words 
were, " Why do Thy chariot wheels delay ? '' And her sleeping dust 
awaits re-animation in :Brampton cemetery. . 

A funeral sermon was preached by the writer on Lord's-day, 
July 22, from Hebrews ii. 10. 

s. GRAY, 
Battersea. 

THE EXERCISED AND EARNEST PREACHER. 

DURING one week I bad become thoroughly disheartened. I felt 
as if I never could preach again. The Sabbath came, and I went 

into the pulpit very sad-hearted, but I was conscious of going in with 
more of the spirit of prayer than ever before, and before I 
got through with that plain sermon, strong men bowed themselves, and 
there was a great rain. 0, how we have lived! We have lived 
as though God were a myth, and heaven a dream, and the 
Atonement a cheat, and eternity nothing. When will this horrid 
nightmare of sin be gone? Is not this the time to favour Zion? Can 
you come with something of the earnestness of dying men and women, 
and pray for the salvation of souls ? Have you not something of the 
zeal of John Knox, who, when he arose on a cold night, and knelt down 
and prayed for Scotland, and his wife importuned him to come back 
to the pillow, said : "Woman ! how can I sleep when my land is not 
saved? 0 God l give me Scotland, or I die ! " 

LAY thy hand on thy pulse; it doth still beat, though faintly; there 
are in thee longings after God ; there is a spiritual living creature in 
thee, like the mole under ground is working up towards the free air, 
heaving up the earth and breathes heavenward ; and dost thou doubt 
thy state? Come, be ashamed to talk thus. Is thy latter end worse 
than the beginning? 0, no.-Dr. Goodwin's Marrow. 
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THE DECISIVE DAY I RECEIVING AND CONFESSING 
THE MESSIAH. 

MR. ISAAC LEVINSOHN'S NARRATIVE. 
(Continued from page 245.) 

A POWERFUL Appeal to His Father-His Solemn Sight of the Crucifixion-Hi~ 
Conflict-Public Profession of His Faith in Our Lord-The Jews Assail, and 
Threaten, and Curse Him-Hie Father's Terribly Awful Letter, &c. 

My DEAR AND WELL-BELOVED FATHER,-The several 
letters I received from you lately filled me with much sorrow. 

You caution me against Christianity; you speak with such a pre
judiced spirit as regards the Author of the Christian religion ; and 
you also say that if you find me to believe in Joshua, the Author of 
Christianity, you will have nothing to do with me. I, therefore, beg of 
you, my dear father, to read this letter, and see if there is not some 
wonderful truth in it. Since I wrote to you last, I have determined to 
find out the great question-

" Is CHRISTIANITY TRUE OR NOT?" 

I, therefore, studied the Bible only, and found that unless Chris
tianity is the true religion, then the God of our holy fathers has not 
spoken His words in the Book which we call the Holy Bible. I must 
openly confess, my dear father, that it is my conviction that if Chris
tianity be not the true religion, then the words of God cannot be true. 

I was presented with a book from Rabbi Stern, which is called the 
New 'l'eslament. Dear father, it is a wonderful little book to me; it 
seems to be a thorough good key to the Bible; it opens the mind very 
wonderfully; it- gives the life of Joshua the Messiah. I can truly say, 
if Messiah has not come yet, I do not believe that He will come now; 
for, referring to the words of the holy prophet Haggai, we see clearly 
that the Messiah must have appeared in the time of the second temple. 
Note the follo"1Ying wonderful words:-

" For thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will 
shake thP. heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land ; and I will shake 
all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come : and I will till this house with 
glory, saith the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the 
Lord of hosts. The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, 
saith the Lord of hosts : and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of 
hosts." 

As we notice the history of Joshua the Nazarene, He seemed to 
have appeared in the time when the second temple was whole; and if we 
carefully examine the book of the generation of Joshua, the Christians' 
Messiah, we find it wonderful; for His descent can be traced from ever 
since the time of our father Abraham. The book of the generations 
says as follows:-

" Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and 
his brethren ; and Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat 
Esrom ; and Esrom begat Aram ; and Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab 
begat NaaHson; and NaaRson begat Salmon; and :Sa.lmon begat Booz of Rachab; 
and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse; and Jesse begat David the 
king ; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias; 
and Soloman begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa; and 
Asa begat .Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias; and 
OziaR begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezek1as; :IDd 
Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias; 
and Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were carried 

T 
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away to Babylon: and after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat 
Salathiel : And Salathiel begat Zorobabcl; and Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud 
bcgat Eliakim ; and Eliakim begat Azor; and Azor begat Sadoc ; and Sadoc 
begat Achim ; and Acbim begat Eliud; and Eliud bcgat Eleazar; and Eleaza1.· 
bcgat Matthan; and Matthau begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Joseph the husband 
of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. So all the generations 
from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the 
carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying 
away into Babylon unto Christ are fomteen generations. 

And when we come to notice the whole life of the Nazarene, it is most 
remarkable to behold the pure and holy life He lived. Beloved father, 
if you wish to learn a little of His nature, I will gladly seud you the 
book called iht Xew Covmant or Testament, and you will find that 
snch life was wonderful indeed. Dear father, if you do not believe in 
the Nazarene, what answer can you give as regards the miracles He 
performed ? And, dear father, is it not the greatest proof we have 
that the Christian religion must be the religion God has established, 
when we only think, eighteen hundred years ago, a poor, miserable, 
persecuted Jew was put to death by the Roman soldiers, how He died in 
the painful death of crucifixion; our ancestors, who arrived in 
J ernsalem to celebrate the passover, almcst all of them who went to see 
Him on Gilgal (Golgotha). and how the Nazarene died, and was buried, 
and those even that believed on Him were put to death, and almost 
annhilated ; yet, beloved father, look abroad and see kings and princes 
bow their knees to the crucified Nazarene; and ·how many have given 
their lives by testifying that He is THE TRUE MESSIAH. 

Now, dear father, is this not sufficient proof that Christianity is 
the religion of God ? Look at the despised Joshua ! He is worshipped 
by millions of educated and intelligent men. The true phiiosopher 
acknowledges the Messiahsliip of the Nazarene. Once more, beloved 
father, I must tell you the feelings of my heart-

I ALMOST AM A CHRISTIAN I 

My dear father, I fancy I can see you reading this letter; your 
heart is filled with sorrow and anger towards me I I think I can see 
you turn against me I I almost hear you say, "Away with Isaac ; 
away with him!" But, 0 my loving fat~er, if I could only flJ: to 
Russia, and see you, and express the feelrngs of my heart, nothmg 
would make me more happy. 

Once more, I mnst say that the Messiah has come ; and I BE
LIEVE IN HIM. Although our Jewish brethren consider Him a 
disgrace, and that it is shameful to believe in Him; but, beloved father, 
I cannot I must not be aEhamed of Him. I have not yet made a 
public p;ofession of my faith in Him; yet, in my heart I believe in 
Him. Oh, dear and beloved father, please read the book I send you, 
and examine the Holy Bible, and see if I am not right. My prayer is 
the time may soon come when the veil may be taken away from our .. 
dearly-beloved nation, and Israel may look to Him whom they have 
pierced, and mourn for Him as for a firstborn. . 

With very fervent prayers for yon, and my darlrng mother, and 
beloved sisters and brothers, 

I remain, my beloved father, 
Your affectionate son even till death, 

Palestine-place, Cambridge-heath, London, ISAAC LEVINAOHN. 
Decembel', 1871. 
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P.S.-Referring to your letter of · , I would recommend 
you, if any one of Goradskie Duma ask thi:i reason of my absence from 
Russia, you had better say that I left because I wi11hed to escape the 
Conscription, and I think that will save all trouble at home.• 

I. L. 
MOURNING FOR ASSURANCE OF HIS OWN SALVATION. 

My soul was perfectly sati1died in believing that JESUS was the 
Messiah and the Saviour of the world ; but I could not possibly realise 
that Jesus was MY SAVIOUR and my Redeemer. This filled me 
with much sorrow, for I was convinced that none but Jesus could save; 
but when I thought how I hated the Name of Jesus, and how many 
times I cursed that dear Name, I certainly did not think that mercy 
oould be manifested unto me. 

1 often visited my beloved friend in Christ, Mr. Stern, who so often 
warmly, and with a fatherly spirit, comforted and enlightened me, by 
informing me the more sinful I felt, the more assured he was that 
Jesus would pardon my sins. Mr. Stern often kneeled and prayed 
when I was with him, and the prayers sank deep in my heart. At last, 
I expressed the feelings of my heart to Mr. Stern, and said, " If Christ 
will pardon my sins, I must make a public confession of my fait-h in 
Him ! " Mr. Stern then requested me to write a letter to him, and 
tixpress my experience in the- letter, which I did. t Mr. Stern then 
appointed that I shotrlq be publicly baptized on Sunday, February 4th. 
Although it was my desire to make a public confession, yet my heart 
was full of sorrow when I thought that as soon as I would make a 
oonfession in Jesus, my beloved parents would cut me off from them. 
I often wept bitterly when thinking of the love of a tender mother, 
&nd from her I would be cut off because of Christianity. This, I must 
say, was a great temptation; I did not know what to do; but thanks 
be to the Almighty grace by whom the tempted shall overcome and 
triumph, even by God's grace I overcame this temptation, when I read 

-the words of Jesus, "Whosoever does not forsake father and mother 
for My sake, is not worthy of Me." I then thought of the great love 
of parents ; but I also thought of the love of Jesus ; I thought of the 
manger of Bethlehem; l thought of the carpenter's shop at N azaretli; I 
thought of Jesus as He sat in the hall of Herod, laughed at by the 
,Jews and Romans; I thought. of the crown of thorns on that dear and 
eminent head; and I thought of the rugged nails in His hands and 
feet, of the spear in His side, and of the grave where He was laid. I 
asked myself, "Can there be greater love than this?" The words of 
the poet were my continual language:-

" Alas ! and did my sovereign Lord 
Bleed for such a wretch as I ? " 

I then realised that the love of parents was nothing like the lo\·e of· 
'Jesus, and could not possibly deny Him, for His love drew me nearer 

* My father wrote to me, informing me that he had received notice from the 
provincial office, snmmoning me to appear at a certain time for the Consc1·iptiou. 
and he, therefore, wished to know what reply to give. The above is the reply I 
1·ecommendecl him to give. 

"t I asked Mr. Stern to oblige by lending me the letter for publication, but he 
rng1·ets that he cannot find it, as ha mislaid it. 
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and nearer to Him. Thanks be unto God I Mr. Stern never felt it 
too hard to brin~ before me the love of our Jesus. 

On Saturday evening, February 3rd, 1872, I visited Mr. Stern, and 
then kneeling down he earnestly prayed on my behalf. On Sunday 
February 4th, I renewed my visit, and Mr. Stern then engaged for ~ 
little time in devotion. We went to the Episcopal Jewish chapel * 
where the prayers, according to the Prayer Book of the Church ~f 
Eng~and, were read in the Hebrew language. After the first part of the 
service, I knelt down at the font, where Mr. Stern, in a very touching 
and affective manner, read the service of baptism in Hebrew, and then 
baptized me in accordance with the baptism of the Established Church 
of England, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. The chapel was attended by a large number of Jews,. 
who came for curiosity's sake. After the service, returning to the 
Wanderers' Home, a large crowd of Jews ran after me, throwing stones 
and old slippers, and saying all manner of things. I was very glad 
when I arrived at the" Home," and, when looking at the large number 
of Jews, I could only cry, "Lord have mercy upon them, for they 
know not what they do." 

On Friday, February 19, I entered, through Mr. Stem's recommen
dation, in the Operative Jewish Convert's Institution,t where I remained 
22 months, during which time I was engaged in the book-binding and 
book-finishing departments. 

As soon as I entered the 0. J. C. Institution, I determined to visit 
some of my Jewish friends, and tell them of the glorious tidings of the 
Gospel. One evening. which I shall not forget, I went to see ·a Jewish 
friend, and when the door was opened, my friend shook hands with me 
very warmly, and then asked me where I lived, and what I was doing. 
I hardly knew what to answer. To confess Jesus, I knew would offend 
him; to deny Christ, I dared not. At last, I thought of Him who 
said," Whosoever shall be ai;;hamed of Me, of him shall I be ashamed 
before My Father." I was silent for a few moments, and then I 
asked what be thought of the Messiah? He exclaimed, "Do you be
lieve in the impostor?" I said, " Whom do you call impostor?" He 
answered, "Why, Jesus Christ!" I answered," My friend, you may 
call Him impostor, but he is my bleRsed Saviour and Redeemer." I 
expressed my compassion over him, because of his darkness and 
ignorance after which he spit in my face, and then commanded me to 
leave the house; he shut the door before my face. This I thought was 
great discouragement; still I prayed for grace and courage. A few 
davs after, walking through one of the streets in London, I met a 
youn" man a particular friend of mine, from Russia, and on meeting 
each ~ther 'be fell on my neck, kissing me in the middle of the street. 
After a little conversation, when he found that I believed in Jesus, he 
then perfeetly changed the conversation; and then spitting in my face, 
on leaving me, cried several times, "Away, you dog! Away, you 
wretch!" 

* Church of Englan<l. 
t This Institution is established for young men converted, Jews, who are cut 

uff from their own friends and relations for Christ's sake. In this Institution 
they find a home, and every need provided, for t1:1ree or fou~ year8, during which 
time every young convert has a good opportunity of learmng a trade ; and on 
leaving the Institution they can earn an honest livelihood. 
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No one has an idea what it is to pass through such trials but those 
who do pass through them. I received several letters from ,Jews, 
threatening me that they would kill me if I did not give up Christianity. 
I then realised the Word of J esns, that they will turn you out of their 
synagogue and kill yon; but I rejoice to know that by the grace of 
-God all enemies will be overcome. 

The following is a letter I received from my father in answer to the 
-one I sent to him :-

MY BELOVED ISAAc,-I received your letter. I did not answer it 
before, because I know you are with the missionaries. Oh, woe is me ! 
woe is me ! You have filled us with eternal shame and disgrace. 
Since we heard that you are a believer in the Bastard, we have not 
ceased weeping. Cursed is the l.Jonr that I went under the canopy 
with your mother, and was married: better would it be if I had been 
born a stone, and not a man. Woe is me I bitter is me! bitter is me! 
Will you not have mercy on us? Oh, do be mindful of us, and repent 
.and turn away from the Christian faith. Think of your father, mother, 
sisters, and brothers, whose days yon have darkened. Remember, my 
beloved Isaac, that yon cannot find in the world a father or mother. I 
,cannot ret1t because of my sorrow. Oh, Isaac! Isaac! Isaac ! through 
you I shall never be able to enjoy heaven. What is my life ? what is 
my life? Better would it be if I had never been born. Your mother, 
since she has had the dreadful intelligence, has become quite a different 
being. Your brothers and sisters-Oh, would it not be better if God 
would take their lives away than to leave us to go to the grave in old 
age with shame? My prayer is that the Lord may cut off the whole of 
our family, than for us to live in the misery that you have brought upon 
us; or else, would God cut you off. 

What is the life of a Jew but to have good sons in remembrance 
in after generations; but woe is me, the remembrance that I brought 
up will be of shame and everlasting disgrace. 

Your brother Hessel is very great in the provinces of Gradno and 
Kovno; and when I think of you, I worider why the _Lord has plagued 
me with such a curse. I always thought that I should have joy from 
you, seeing I did all in my power to bring you up in a way that not 
many fathers in Kovno bring up their children. My heart is over
whelmed with sorrow and grief. I cannot write any more. 

I remain, your mourning father, 
LION LEVINSOHN. 

Your sister wishes me to enclose a short letter from her:-
, To MY KIND AND EVER-LOVING BROTHER IsAA.c,-1 salute you, 

beloved brother; may you live long. Dear, tender, and loving brother, 
have compassion on us, and see that we may not have shame and ever
lasting disgrace ; remember we are only young children; destroy not 
,our world. Oh ! do not pour our blood in shame, for we are your litLle 
sisters and brothers, young children. Have pity on us. God bless 
you, loving Isaac. 

I remain, your ever-affectionate sister, 
Who wishes you every happiness and heavenly blessing, 

MAITA ESTHER LEVINS0HN. 
(Mr. Isaac l.evin,okn's rtply to Ii.is father's letter in our iaea·t.) 
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GODLY FEAR AND ITS FRUITS. 
BY G. BURRELL, OF WATFORD. 

THIS new covenant blessing, this most precious and powerful 
principle, is like its great Author God, and is therefore lhe 

very root and sprmg of all vital and practical godliness. It is a fountain 
of life : '' The fe&r of the Lord is a fountain of life to depart from the 
snares of death'' (Prov. xiv. 27) ; and again, "The fear of the Lord 
tendeth to life, and he that bath it shall abide satisfied" (Prov. xix. 28). 
If we put these two portions of Divine truth together, we shall 
learn what is the nature and operations of this precious principle. 
It is a fountain of life, and it tends to life. What is it therefore but 
God's mrn life in the soul? how can it be a fountain of life in any other 
way ? This is that of which the Apostle Peter writes ; he calls it " Being 
made a partaker of the Divine nature; whereby are given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness." Life is the root, godliness is the 
fruit, or result. This fountain of life springs up in regeneration ; hence 
"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom," and "The fear of 
the Lord is clean." We have no spiritual life, no spiritual knowledge, 
and no spiritual power, till we possess this grace. This is the same 
grace which the dear Saviour speaks of to the woman of Samaria under 
another figure, the figure of water; it is this living spring, this clean 
water, the fear of God: "The water that I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water springing up int.o everlasting life." What a sweet 
harmony there is in the Word of oar God; this water is freely given; 
here is its seat, "In Him" as an abiding well ; here also is its operation, 
'' Springing up." Of the wicked it is said, " God is not in a,ll their 
thoughts ; " and of all others it may be said, whatever thoughts they 
ha'l"e of God, they have no right conception either of themselves or of 
God, for '' The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." This 
holy, heavenly spark of life is implanted in the soul when the sonl is 
born anew, called in other parts of the Word of God, "The seed of God : " 
"The seed of God remaineth in him,'' and be cannot therefore sin, or love 
or live in sin, for "By the fear of the Lord men depart from evil." It 
is this clean principle of godly fear that discovers sin, that, loathes sin, 
that mourns and groans on account of sin. Place a naturally clean 
person in a filthy place, it makes him miserable and wretched. What 
is it makes the child of God at times so miserable and wretched ? It is 
this holy principle living in the midst of such a mass of filth. " I find," 
says holy Paul, "another law in my members warring against the law of 
my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in 
my members;" and this made him groan," 0 ! wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me from the body of this death? " What was the law 
of the mind of the .Apostle but this precious principle, this godly fear in 
his heart ? This principle, then, we see is a living spring, and it is clean, 
it is uncontaminable, pure as its Divine Author : 

" It lives and labours under load ; 
Though damped it never dies." 

There are degrees of this fear we know, but its nature is always the same. 
We read of "Obadiah, he feared the Lord greatly;" and we read ofN ehcmiab, 
he did not as others, because he feared God. · In Joseph too how strong this 
precious grace appeared in the hour of temptation: "How can I do this. 
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great wickedness and sin against God ? " It is a powerful restraining 
principle in the eaint; and in the midst ofa daily warfare with the world, 
flesh, and devil, we should not forget the fact that we cannot do the thin~s 
we would. I mean, we should not forget to look on both sides of the 
question : we are apt to look at the dark side and forget the bright ; we 
cannot, we know and feel, do that we would spiritually, for when we 
would do good, evil is present with us; but, on the other hand, we cannot 
do what the flesh prompts, because of the good that is with us ; we 
cannot fulfil the desires of the flesh, or gratify them as prompted by the 
flesh because of the contrary restraining principle within. Bunyan most 
truthfully and experimentally sets forth this great and blessed fact in 
.his" Holy War,'' where he describes the blacksliding, degenerated state 
of Mansoul: all the townsfolk were for merry-making and happy, but 
one old gentleman they could not prevail to join in with them, he would 
sit moping in the chimney corner, and made all the rest of the townsfolk 
somewhat uneasy, and his name was Mr. Godly Fear. What, then, is 
that which groans beneath a load of sin ? Surely it is not sin, but its 
opposite, the holy life of God. 

What was that which made Lot to vex his righteous soul in 
Sodom, while the Sodomites rolled in their filth as the sow in the mire? 
It was the contrast; Lot was a righteous man. 0, this was the root of 
the matter in the poor crushed heart of Job, which the flood and the fire 
could not destroy, by which he discovered the fact, and realised and 
confessed it too, that he waij vile. We know he feared God, for God 
Himself says, there was none like him in the earth, e,en before he went 
into the fire : " One that feareth God and escbeweth evil;" and see in bis 
whole history how this principle wrought and discovered itself. '' If I 
wash myself," he says, "with snow-wo.ter, and make my hands never so 
clean, yet shalt Thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall 
abhor me." "When tried, I shall come forth as gold." The faith and 
principles of Job were tested indeed in the fire, and it was this holy 
living principle which constrained him to say when he came out of the 
fire, "Behold, I am vile; I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." 
Mark, be does not say, '' I was vile," but, " I am vile; now I see, feel, and 
confess it, and I do abhor myself.'' So also the apostle under the influ
ence and operation of this holy principle, godl.r fear, says," I am carnal, 
sold under sin.'' It is purity that groans under sin; life that feels the 
burden of a body of death; light that complarns of felt darkness; liberty 
that groans on account of bondage; faith that cries out with tears, 
" Lord help my unbelief;" spirituality that complains of carnality; and 
the very nature of the holy God that loathes and abhors sin and sel~. 
Here are two fountains in the same person-the fear of the Lord, this 
fountain is in the heart : "I will put My fear in their hearts." And 
here is in the same individual another fountain, a naturally depraved 
fountain, ever springing, ever rising, oft prevailing, a desperately wicked 
and deceitful heart, out of which proceedeth all manner of evil, &c., and 
these are the things that defile the man. This nature, the old .A.dam 
nature, remains unaltered as to its nature in the saint, and often appears 
exceeding strong while grace appears exceeding weak; but the _el~er 
shall serve the younger; grace shall reign. Sin shall not have dom1mon 
over you; it may rise and roll, its floods of filth may overflow and 
threaten to drown the soul, but there is still God's treasure at the bot-
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tom, that fountain of life still in motion, still tending upwards; no po~r 
0f sin within, nor hellish force without, can make it tend downwards. 
The devil may put his great black foot upon it, mountains of trouble 
may be laid npon it, yet it will ooze out and up in spite of all adverse 
powers, a. well of water springing up, and why? God Himself is the 
root of it; He dwells in all His sacred persons in the heart," That 
Christ may dwell in your heart by faith." " Thus saith the high and 
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also who is of a humble and contrite spirit, and who trembleth 
at My word, to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones." This precious principle stamps its possessor al: a 
child of God. It is God-like, it is immortal, and it is filial in its natu1e; 
it springs from love and is rooted in love, there is nothing slavish in it. 
There is a fear that is slavish-perfect love casts out this fear; de\·ilil 
and reprobates possess a sla,·ish fear; the devils know, fear, and tremble; 
slavish fear has for its object punishment, but godly fear has for its 
object God; it tends to its great Author, Source, and Spring; slavish fear 
looks at the consequences of sin; but ~odly filial fear hates sin itself 
because of its very nature, and would hate it were there no hell of pun
ishment or heaven of reward. 

Slavish fear makes the service of God a burden and a task, bnt filial 
fear finds His service a perfect freedom; the one is produced and lives 
beneath the law, and the other is of God, and thrives beneath the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God. 

'' Thfa fear's the spirit of faith, 
A confidence that's strong; 

An unctuous light to all that's right, 
A bar to all that's wrong."-HART. 

ALO N E WITH J E SU S. 

"I will not jail thee, nor fursake thee."-Josh. i. 5. 
ALONE with Jesus! Oh, how sweet Safe from the whelming flood of sin. 
To lay my sorrows at .His feet ; So mighty, yet so kind and free, 
So kindly He consents to share Stooping to love a worm like me. 
My crushing weight, my life-long care. 
I know how sweet it is, my God, 
To fall before Thee 'neath the rod. 
Alone, yet not alone ; one eye 
That can my every grief descry ; 
An eye that beams with pitying Jove, 
And scans earth's depths from heaven 

above, 
That nevcr tires, that never sleeps, 
But watches while the tired one weeps. 
Alone, yet not alone ; one hand 
To hold the glass as runs the sand ; 
To wipe away the scalding tear ; 

Alone, yet not alone ; one voice 
To bid me make the Lord my choice ; 
To whisper "Peace," when troubles roll 
Like waves across my chastened soul ; 
To say, in accents soft and mild, 
" I know thou hast a cross, My child ! " 

Alone, yet not alone ; one ear 
To suppliants' whisper ever near ; 
A wake to silent agony ; 
To bleeding spirit's misery ; 
Attentive to the humblest cry, 
The faintest prayer, the smothered sigh. 

Dispel each gloomy doubt and fear. Alone, yet not alone; one breast 
To soothe this wounded heart of mine, Where I may Jay my head. to rest ; 
Pouring thereinto oil and wine. Reposing in those loving arms, 
Alone, yet not alone ; one heart So calm, so safe from all alarms. 
To feel my wounds' acutest smart ; Oh, here for ever, lying stiII, 
A spacious heart to hide me in, I'll humbly do my Father's will. 

[Communicated by W. L. Usher, who wishes to learn who was the author of 
ilhis consoling poem.] 
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THE SAME PEOPLE ALL THE WORLD OVER. 

I HAVE just been looking at Psalm cii., and discover in it so mnch 
like what I feel, that it seems as though the Psalm might be ex

pressly intended for me. Two things are mentioned, which are charac
teristic of God's dear children-namely, prayer and experience. The 
Psalmist says, '• Hear my prayer, 0 Lord, and let my cry come unto 
Thee." Some make long prayers, and some short ones ; but how many 
of us look for answers ? How many of u& are anxious ahout whether 
our prayers are heard or not? There may be much praying in multi
plying words, and much praying in the very letter of Scripture, and all 
well pnt together, and eloquently expressed, and that in great variety, 
yet there may not be anything of the real spirit of prayer. A service 
of great length: and a variety of subjects may he gone through, and all 
graced with much Scripture illustration, but the Spirit of the living God 
may not be in the wheels. Oh I how often am I in soul trouble about 
my prayers, fearing they are not living prayers, the breath of the new 
creature and the expressions of a gracious heart ! How often am I in 
soul trouble about what I read and preach, lest I should not vitally un
derstand it. I feel that I want savour and life, both in my prayers, 
preaching, and conversation; I am often in fear that religion with me 
is only a mere customary thing; fo_r what is my real enjoyment of it? 
and how near am I living to God ? A second thing we may notice here 
is the curious description given of the experience of Christians in the 
kind of metaphors that are employed. The Christian's experience is 
some~imesof a strange complicated character. What appropriate notions 
can the unregenerate forrn of experimental language like this : "I am like 
a pelican of the wilderness; I am like an owl of the desert ; I am like 
a sparrow alone upon the housetop ? " There are a great many LIKES 
in our experience. Sometimes you say, "I am like the barren fig-tree." 
I promise God and promise myself that J will not be such a lazy bearer 
this year as I was the last year; yet still I remain a poor fruitless 
plant, with all my digging and dunging ; my fears and tremblings 
increase, while the awful sound is more and more in my ears, " Cut it 
down." There is a looking for fruit, hut, alas ! there is nothing but 
leaves. 0 Lord, make me to bear fruit, or I shall be cut down as fuel 
for the fire. Sometimes you say, "I am LIKE a bottle in the smoke ;" 
for as to the state of my soul in spiritual things, I am dried and 
shrivelled up, and all I say and do seem like so much dry stubble; 
all is vanity and confusion within, and I am ready to wish I had never 
made any profession at all. Job had a curious LIKE in bis experience. 
Says he," I am a brother to dragons." Did he compare himself to 
a dragon ? A dragon is a melancholy and solitary creature ; it makes 
a dismal'cry, shuns the company of men, and seeks to be alone. Say 
you," I am just like the dragon, for I am melancholy, and have no wish 
to be heard in prayer, nor in conversation about Divine things, because 
to me my voice seems only a dismal noise, and highly offensive, while I 
feel constrained to get out of the way, and dwell alone, lest I should 
make others as miserable as myself. But let us look at some of the 
LIKES in Christian experience, as recorded in the Psalm you have been 
referred to. David says, " I am like a pelican of the wilderness." 
Under the ceremonial law, this bird ranks among the unclean. Say 
you, this is my case, for it is just as I feel. Job says, "The life of 
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hypocrites is among the unclean ; " and that is where I am, no doubt ; 
for because of my uncleanness I am condemned as a hypocrite, go where 
I will, and attend to what I may. But stop ; do the unregenerate feel 
themselves to be unclean, and confess it ? If I read the Word of 
God right, it is only the godly man who feelingly says, "I am a man 
of unclean lips." Blessed be God, we read of a large white sheet, full 
of unclean creatures, and these were all in the covenant of grace, and 
why may not I ? If you are an unclean pelican, yet there is something good 
about you : for the pelican pierces its own breast to nourish its young 
ones with its blood ; and you love the brethren of Christ so well, that 
nothing gives you so much delight as to do them good in any way you 
can, which is sufficient to prove that you have passed from death unto 
life. Pelicans swallow shells, and, when softened, they vomit them 
up, and so come at the meat. And you know the difference between 
the letter which killeth and the Spirit which giveth life; you know how 
to hear God's Word, how to digest it, and how to get the nourishment out 
of it.. But here is another like for you to look at. " I am like an owl 
of the desert." Proud people will never compare themselves to owls. 
However, God speaks of beasts, dragons, and owls to which His 
people, for certain reasons, are compared ; and the.n He says, 
"This people have I. formed for Myself, they shall show forth 
My praise." Yes, "this people,'-' this singular, this strange, this 
marked-out people, a sect everywhere spoken against. Say you, the 
owl is a large bird in appearance, but has a very small body, and am I 
not just like this bird? I make a dashy appearance, but I possess a 
small body after all.. It is true I have plenty of feathers ; and fine 
feathers make a fine bird ; and I have two large eyes of knowledge and 
acute apprehension, and can quickly distinguish truth from error ; but 
I fear, like the owl, I am little worth, having my rel'tgion in the letter 
only. and so presenting more show than substance. Th,e owl is a bird 
of the ni!!'ht, and I seem to be nearly all night and darkness in myself; 
yea, I walk in darkness and have no light. Well,,b~t·the dead are in 
darkness, yet they neither know it nor feel it; whereas, you are not only 
semible of it, but complain mncb about it. Is not this a proof that 
you are alive, and so have feeling? But yon cannot possibly imagine how 
much I am in the dark about the things of Go·d, about myself, and also 
about my future state. Then Jet me direct you to another like in Christian 
experience : " I am like a sparrow alone upon the housetop." Has not 
God said concerning these birds, " The people shall dwell alone, and 
shall not be reckoned among the nations?'' To be sure He has. 
Perhaps there is no bird among. us m_ore m~de~alned than the poor 
little "'Parrow ; say yon, I am Just hke this b1rd then, for however 
much I may be undervalued, it will not be contrary to what I daily 
feel. I am a poor good-for-nothing-, and must confess it ; yea, I feel 
as though I might be only a blot in the creation of God. 

According to Scripture testimony, a sparrow would not fetch the 
smallest piece of money. It would take two to fetch a farthing. Bays 
tbe self-despised believer, I am sure I am nothing worth, with such a 
bad heart as I have. Well, well, my friend, but if you are worth 
nothing in yourself, yet if God put you in with Christ, it is like a 
nought being made of great wort.h by the considerable figure annexed 
to it ; and so, worthless as you are, you may at last come in for a golden 
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crown. The sparrow is a sort of solitary bil'd, making one sound only. 
Ah I say you, that is just like me ; I'm all one thing, making but one 
shrill, lifeless sound, slow of apprehension, sick of my prayers, sick of 
my talk, heartily sick of myself ; and can't help thinking but God is 
as sick of me, and will spue me out of His mouth. Come, come, poor 
sparrow, there is somr.thing good about you, after all. Well, and what is 
that? You watch, don't you? David, the sparrow, says, "I watch." 
Is not this one of the marks of a real child of God? Say you, then it 
is not one of mine. Why not ? Because I am dull, stupid, careless, carnal, 
and worldly. I am so indifferent and so unconcerned about the solemn 
things of God and my own soul, that I am frightened ~ometimes only to 
think of what a wretch I am, to make a profession of religion, and not to 
think better, act better,.and feel better. I can't help saying, surely I am 
nothing ; and it would have been a good thing for me if I had never 
meddled with religion at all. Instead of living in a sweet, spiritual, 
and heavenly aid, I seem to spend all my days in smoke, feeling generally 
uneasy, and finding so much in myself Lo annoy and disturb my spirits. 
My heart within me is law-smitten, world-smitten, Satan-smitten, and 
persecution-smitten, that I am got quite discouraged; and meeting 
with so much among professors that is so contrary to the Gospel, I am 
sorely disheartened in the Lord's ways, and am ready to faint and give 
up ; when the devil, picking his opportunity, says, Religion is a 
nominal thing, au i'gnisfatuus, and no reality. Bat while it so.ys, "Be 
still and know that I am God," there is a very heart-searching and in
stmctive portion which says," If thou hast run with footmen, and they 
have wearied thee, then how wilt thou contend lrith horses? and what 
wilt thou do in the swellings of Jordan?'' 

B. TAYLOR. 
Pulham-St.-Mary, April, 1877. 

A CHOICE GEM. 
"THERE is a fountain open for sin and uncleanness: the blood of 

Jesus Christ can cleanse from all sin.'' It had this virtue given 
it by the covenant of grace, when the holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity 
agreed to give their power to it, and nothing can resist the power of 
the Godhead. He who shed it was God and man in one person. .As 

. God He was co-equal and co-eternal with the Father, and when He took 
our nature, that in it He might obey and suffer for sinners, nothing 
could be wanting to render His obedience and sufferings absolutely 
complete. For all the works of God are perfect : nothing can be addbd 

, to them, or taken from them. When Jesus shed His blood upon the 
cross it was the will of the ever-blessed Trinity, that this blood should 
be of infinite efficacy to take away sin. It cannot want power to. 
cleanse, because the whole power of the Godhead is engaged to make it 
effectual. It is the blood of the everlasting covenant. The Son has 
shed it, and the Father has received it as a full satisfaction and atone
ment for sin, and the application of it is now in the hand of the eternal 
and Almighty Spirit, and when Ile applies it, and gives the sinner faith 
to rely upon it, what can then resist its power, or hinder its efficacy ? 

W. ROMAINE. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Meditatwns Upon the Doctrine of Bap
t,:sms. ~y J.C. Porter. To be had of 
the author, 16, Wharf-road, City-road, 
London, N. We are always thankful for 
new works on the different phases of the 
Gospel dispensation ; and when written 
in such a loving and intelligent spirit as 
Mr. Porter has been influenced by, we 
feel exceedingly happy in recommend
ing the work to the notice of our readers. 
We were so silently, so solemnly, so 
strongly led to see the baptism of believers 
to be the baptism of the New Testament, 
that none of these blessed witnesses 
1\gainst it ever move us; and while we 
cling to "the outward and visible sign 
•of an inward and spiritual grace," while 
we view the immersion of repenting and 
believing sinners, as a sacred witness of 
the deep death and the trinmph3:nt res~
l"ection of our Lord Jesus Christ, while 
we are persuaded it is the Saviour's good 
pleasure that thus we should publicly 

•confess Him before men, and thus 
lovingly obey Him, we never feel dis• 
posed to quarrel with those good men 
who speak and write to shew that the 
Baptists are very weak-minded people, 
ll.D.d that the baptism of "the Holy Ghost 
is the only baptism about which we have 
anv need to trouble ourselves. No, we 
shall never enter the lists with such 
powerful men as Baxter, Bradbury, 
Godsmark, and a long array of equally 
· excellent names. We quietly thinli: only 
the Spirit of God can truly convince a 
believer of the holy mysteries connected 
with this loud-speaking part of our ser
vices. With God we leave the matter. 
At the same time we shall here preach 
with our pen a short discourse under 
four heads :-1. An apology for un
pleasantness. There ai:e lo'!ely bre~hren 
in the ministry who believe 1mmers1on to 
be one part of pr~tical t~th ; _bn~ they 
say it is not essential ; besides, 1t 1s not 
pleasant to them, nor to their friends, so 
they pass it by.-2. An excuse for ner
vousness. Many devout Christians know 
it is the ancient way, but they are saved 
without it: and they so shrink at Jordan's 
flood, they demw· and decline.-3. A call 
for faithfulness. Are you saved by 
the agonising baptism and death of your 
self-denying Lord? Do you see it to be 
your privilege? Oh, delay not! Let 
not conscience further linger.-Lastly, 
·a tribute of thankfulness. We praise 
our God for still constraining so many to 
be instrumental in maintaining this 
Divinely instituted rite. The Baptists 
are many, andmultitudesyetarecoming, 

and the more Mr. Poiter and others bry 
to write it down, the more it will g1-ow. 

"Your tried friend, W. 0. Kent," 
asketh, "What think you of G. W. 
Shepherd's sermon on Ritual in the 
Worship of God 1" We read it with 
care ; its arguments and conclusions are 
sufficient to make all believers obedient 
to the faith and commands of our exalted 
Advocate before the throne of God, 
if prejudice could be wiped out of the 
eyes of tens of thousands, and if the 
blessed Spirit of all truth was pleased to 
make the ordinances as clear as He has 
to ourselves, to Mr. Shepherd, and to 
some others. We have frequently urged 
the question Mr. Shepherd puts so em
phatically : " Why, of all the commands 
of Christ, should baptism be singled out 
for abolition 7" Why, indeed I We 
weep in our inmost soul over the delu
sions of the adversary on the one hand, 
and the blindness and obstinacy of pro
fessed Christians on the other. More 
than all do we sorrow over the hardened 
neglect of those who know their Lord's 
will, yet do net do it. We will, if our 
Lord permit, write out the death-bed 
painful exclamations of one of these pro
crastinators, who was called under our 
earlies~-ministrv, who for forty years 
followed the Lord in hearing, but never 
openly confessed His dear Name. Oh I 
the Lord knoweth how solemnly we have 
desired to be right in.His sight, to do 
right in all His ways ; and with what 
holy joy we !lave led some hundreds down 
into the water, received them into the 
Church, and witnessed their Christian 
life, and peaceful death ; and as well 
doth the Lord know how it perplexes us 
to reconcile the apparent prosperity of 
popular and highly-gifted professors who 
really pour contempt upon this one most 
significant command of our living Lord. 

·• Can you see Him?" "Yes I" One 
sentence in the closing scenes of Robert 
Newton Sears-a memorial of whose life 
and death has been published by F. 
Davis, Chapter-house-court ; and J. 
Lane, 42, Camherwell-road, S.E. This 
pamphlet is suited as a small gift to 
young people. Gt'IUJe Magnified in tife 
Life and Death Qf Robert Newton Sears, 1s 
a precious testimony to the blessedness 
of that godliness which accompanies 
salvation. His last hours confirmed the 
truth of those Spirit-taught lines,-

" Jesuo, the vlolon ot Thy taee, 
Hat h overpowering charm•; 

Scarce shall I feel Deat~•• cold emhraee, 
It OhrlRL be In my armo," 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
EBENEZER CHAPEL, DASHWOOD ROAD, HANBURY. 

SUNDAY, July 15, WAS a day whieh will 
not easily be era•ed from the m•mory of 
many who were privile11ed to at.tend the ser
vice• on thi• ocrasion, it bf.Ing the last day 
ol the opening or dedicntory a•••mblies of 
thi• new hou•e for the worship of Ood. And 
I •nppose it would be lmpos-ible to conctive 
of anv way more honourable in the sig-ht of 
Goct,' or more plea.•ing to believers in Christ, 
and in New Testament principles, than wa• 
oboerved on the ahove-named s•a.•on. It 
woul<I certninly be a misfcirtune if these in
terestinir services were not recorded. I 
venture, my rl,ar Mr. Erlitor, to send you a 
fe1"' nnemhellished items ol what took place 
on this memorahle Lord's-day. 

In the morninl!', after readioir and prayer 
by Mr. Bloxham, of Oxford, C. W. Banks 
delivered a disrourse from the words -
" Neverthele,i• the foundation of God standetb 
sure, having this seal, The Lorri knoweth 
th•m that are His." It was listened to 
with rlePJl interest, I hope "'ith much profit. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Bloxham addressed 
the cong-reirati"n, showing who are proper 
person• for observinir the ordinance of· be
liev,r•' baptism. C. W. Bank• then marle a 
few ob<erva lions at the head of the bapti•t•ry, 
calling- on any pre.,nt, who desired to follow 
their L1•rd in haptism, to come forward, anrl 
be would haptize them upon a profes.•ion of 
their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, In 
addr,ssing the canrli,httes who were about to 
be hap•ize•l, the Erlitor of the EAl!THl!N 
Vl!SSEJ, said, ii any of the car.didates would 
like to give their reRsons for thus puhliel,v _ 
"putrinl!" on Ch~ist," he would give them 
an OJ>por\nnity of doing •o before he went 
down into the water. Alter a short pause 
.Mr. Alderman Oshoro ru;ceurled the platform, 
an•l, in an exeePdingly quiet,yet earneotand 
telling way, ma,le, as near as po8"ible, the 
followinl!,' ren111rks:-

Clll'istian Friends. being on thi• oeca•ion 
ahuut to reeeive the privileire of helievers' 
bapti•m ( the expression "•uhmit to" I ohject 
to), it may not he out of place if I offer a few 
reR-on• for my doing •o, as, were we always 
car,·ful to have a reason for our actions, our 
conrluct would sometimes differ from what 
it nnw nnd then doe•. 

Th• first. reason I will !l'ive you is, I do it 
bPcnuse .Jesu• Christ has commanrled it 
(Matt, xxviii. 19): "Go anrl tench all na
tion•, anrl haptize them;•• and I know of no 
bettPr methrnl of manitPsting attachment to 
on nhj,•et than by ohe~·ing our Lord's in
junrrinn, " It ye lo,•e Me (show ii), keep 
Mv ~ommanrlment!il." 

·A notllf'r ,..,a<0n I will l!'ive you is, I do it 
bPcnu,e Jp•n• Chri•t ha• •et me the example 
(Matt. Iii. 18-15): "Then cometh Jesus," 
&c. An•I he hns exhorted me to follow Him. 

The third reason I will 1dve you is, be
cau•e the ••al of the Divine approval is 
■tamp•d upon the ordinance ( Matt. iii. 16. 
I 7), and In the observance I exp~ct the same 

Divine approval. Not for the observance.,_ 
but in the observance of the ordinance 1 
antieipate the bles.•ing. ' 

A f~rt her reason I will give you i•, be
cau•e 1t was the apo•tolic practice ( Acts ii. 
41, 12). They received the Word then they 
were baptized, afterwards they we:e adrled to 
the Church, and break bread, and that it was 
the practice of Pl'imitive Gospel Churches is 
as easily estahli•herl from profane history. 

The last rea•on. I "'.ill now !!'ive you is, be
cau•e I am con•c1ent1ou•ly convinced that it 
is the ~criptural initiatory ordinance, or way 
into the visible Church ol Chri•t, and I am 
anxious to ••cure the answer of a good con
science (1 PetPr iii. 21), and which in the 
non-ohservance of this ordinance I do not 
now pos•P••· 

I trust the examples-set to-day may decide 
other• to follow in the sRme path. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Oshorn's remarks 
the candidates were baptized bv C. W. 
Bank•, which hrought to an end the second 
serviee of the rlay. 

In the evetiing C. W. Banks was al!'ain in 
the pulpit; and with much eneriry delivered 
a sermon from the words-" And ye became 
followers of us, and of the Lord, having- re
ceived the Word in much affliction, with joy 
ol the Holy Gho•t." After preaching for 
upwards of an hour, the preRcher came down 
from the pulpit and formed ahout twenty 
brethren an,J sisters into a Church upon 
Strirt BRpti-t. that is to say, New Testament 
principle•, nrldressing a few words, and gi"ing 
the riirht hand of fel'owship to e~ch. Pre
vious to the formation of the Church, Mr. 
Banks R•ked Mr. Bloxham (who had known 
the people for some time) to say whether be 
knew any rea.•on whv these friend• should 
not be ronstituterl a Church. Mr. Bloxham 
faithfully rleclarerl bis convictions that they 
were genuine believers in Jesus. 

The orrlinance of the Lord's Supper brought 
to a elo.se these derlicatorv services. Thoug-h 
the observanres of 1hese rites necessarily pro
lonire,I the usual rime of worship, they were 
so intere•tinir, nod so much did the congre
gation •~·mp•thise with them, that no one 
appeared weary ; some were helped to go on 
their wa~• rPjoieiog. 

Thu• the tree wa• planted, and fruit has 
already apr,earerl, The nrldress of Mr. Os
born on that Sun,lav afternoon has been 
made useful in remov'inl!' prejudice airainst, 
prnmoting- enquiry nbout, and encouraging 
the tinurl in the observance of the ordinance 
of believers' baptism. 

JOHl'I' WATERS BANXS. 

EXETER.-Our quiet investigator being 
in Ext-rPr, i;1at down to hear in Zoar; sa.vs, 
Denr Ash hy i• deelioinir; he loved Shepherd is 
nff to South Chard ; the cause is low. Oh, 
ExetPr ! larl!'•, loyal city, hast thou no more 
of the redeemed of the Lord to return to. 
ZiC)ll! 
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NOTES ON THE LINE. 
Let me cRtch 1hls; come home in pouring 

rain last night from Tooting-grove; mid
night when laid down. This morning the 
old cry came up-

11 Jesus, Lo"t"er of my sou~ 
Let me to Thy bosom fly ; " 

tt never wears out. Found plenty of letters; 
but one feeling was so •wee,, it was a thirst 
alter some new sight of the Lord and of His 
sah•ation, be<"ause am expected to speak this 
-evening at Clapham Junction, also nt Kicg's 
Cross; and unles• some precious word comes 
in I cannot give it out. 

It is so delightful to feel you have work 
to do-work for the Lord-and that He 
-draws yom· heart to your work, that His 
Spirit aod Word come talking to vou • so 
the vessel is not quite empty. Bless' the 
Lorrl. 

Finished July in my own chapel; and 
there al•o commencerl August. "My grace 
ts sufficient for thee," ended July. "Lord, 
all my desire is hefore Thee; and my groan
ing i• not hid from Thee," was the opening 
·of this autumnal month. 

-Sunday morninl!,", went to brother White's 
Ehenezer, King's Cross. There was a full 
house; there was glorious singing. Every
thing echoed 

"THB LORD IS BERE.'' 

Sunday nil!,"ht at home in 8peldhurst; 
brother M es<er read Romans viii., wherein 
he ga ,,e Paul'• arguments and cone I usiocs 
with telling effect. After sermon, which to 
me was not delivered in joyous freedom, two 
i;ons of ministers were received into our com
munion-Mr. John Water• Bank• and Mr. 
House; the Lord's Supper was administered, 
and another solemn season closed. 

" The Bank Holiday " found us in Brixton 
tabernacle in the morning, and in Mr. 
Welch's Tooting chapel in the evening. 
Mr. Cornwell bad a high day. On Tue•day 
ill Clapham J unc'tion; and in Bethel, Wharf
dale-road, I saw happy people, and said 
a few words. 

Luton, August 8th, 1877. In a Mid
land stearn-tuir, through dark tunnels roll
ing, a ray of holy lij!"ht within to me is quite 
consoling. Pushing up Victoria-park-road 
thi• morning, gentle as the dew it came
" There are three that bear witne•• on ear1h, 
the Spirit, and the water, and the blood." 
It suirgested it•elf as a good text for 
Markyate-street this afternoon. I cannot 
refuse it. It ne, er c,,me so hefore. The 
term "witness," implies somPthing secret, 
something to be Uied, something to be 
proved. 

The salvation of a man's soul i• a great 
secret. 1-ah·ation itself is puhlicly prorlaimPd 
b_v the Gospel ; it is plainly written in 1be 
Word of God; it is clearly discerned by the 
-eye of faith. 

But ask a thousand pe.ople individually, 
Is the salntion of your soul clea~, certain, 
confirmed, comto-tably enjoyed l 

Perhaps very few could a.SEure you that 
their own soul's salvation was a sealed and 
i;ecured JIO"ses&lon. 

The alllvation of your 110ul la o.. secret 
while In a state of unregeneracy. A man 
dead in trespasses and in sins knows nothing 
of his soul's salvation, perhaps cares nothing. 
He may be profnne or protessol', but of bis 
own soul's salvation he knows nothing, under 
law terrors, in sore temp.tations, 01·, when 
clouds of infidelity and unbelief spring u~, 
there is no experimental certainty of a aoul 8 
salvation ; then, in experience nothing 
saving can be certain. 

Three questions:-
1. Wherein doth salvation lay that it is 

such a secret? 
2. How can tile question be tried? 
3. By what infallible witness can it be 

proved? 
Wherein doth salvation lay so secretly 

bidden? 
It lays in the Persons of the adorable 

Trinity ; it lays in the covenant of grace; 
it will be consummated in eternal glory. 

The Father saith to the whole Church in 
Christ," Yea "-that is a solemn assurance
" Yea, I have loved 1hee with an everlasting 
love." There is.the cause. What e:ffect fol
lows? "Therefore "-that is a momentous 
word-" Therefore with lovingkindness have 
I drawn thee." Drawn from all eternity 
in1o a oneness with Christ to the covenant; 
drawn in time by tl,e Spirit into faith and 
fellowship with Christ. 

Salvati9n lays in a rela1ive redemption (a 
thouj!bt while waiting in Luton sta1ion). 
The redemption of the whole world is a theory 
I will not talk about. The Lord to His 
people says, " I have redeemed thee, and 
called thee, thou art Mine.'' Mine first, 
redeemed second, then called, preserved, and 
glorified. 

We bad a ride under heavy rain from 
Luton to M arkyate-street ; friend Savage 
drove. carefully. We enjoyed Christian con
verse; found two excellent congregations, 
and was helped through. Glad to Ree that 
enduring servant of the Church, R. Figg, of 
Redbourne, 

He has bis days ot combat seen, 
Has pass'd the age cl man; 

His nights of weeping oft have been 
Useful in Mercy's plan. 

Manv a wounded warrior is still on the 
battle :field, loyal to bis Sovereign, and beloved 
by not a few; among them is brother Figg. 
He ,till looks healthy, he sings cheerfully; 
at Markyate-street and on Berkhampstead
common, he preaches faithfully. Days of 
mourning- will come to an end ; and none will 
more gladly bail that jubilee than those 
whose 

Hearts have nearly bled to death, 
But by the Spirit"s living breath, 

Their souls were he1d "in life." 
The Dunstable evangelist, Mr. Rush, still 
goes forth bearing preciou~ seed. 

The old Baptist Church at Dunstable, like 
the moon with constant changes, throws out 
a little light. No great 1·evivals In these 
parts are seen ; but groups of Jesus' loving 
saints oft gather round the cross. 

Tbursduy evening, Aug. 9, 1877. Home 
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service, previous to setting oft' ( D. v.) once 
more for the North. 

That blelll!ed Psalm !xv. opens up to me 
precious thoughts of 

THAT DIVINE WORSHIP, 

which was ordained in heaven ; which was 
-shadowed forth In Old Testament ages; was 
revealed clearly by the Minister of the True 
Tabernacle; and was set up and set forth 
on the day of Pentecost; was eelebrated by 
the apostles in the first Churches; is con
tinued even until now; and will be per
fectly consummated in the Saviour's glorious 
-coronation kingdom. 

Worship is not forced obedience ; it is more 
than "domg our duty; " it is the mutual 
enjoyment of love; it is the celebration of 
victory ; it is walking in godly liberty; it is 
the going forth of the soul in the light and 
knowledge of the Lord God Almightv. 

P•alm !xv. 1, shows the order of worship; 
there is a silent waiting; then follows Mercy's 
giving, from thence cometh the Church's 
praising. "Praise waiteth for Thee, 0 God, 
in Zion." 

The character of the worshippers is given 
in ver. 4. They are blessed because they are 
ehosen, they are caused to approach unto the 
Lord ; they are satisfied with the g-ooclness of 
God's house in His holy temple, which is 

THE KINGDOM OP OUR LORD, 

The aboundings of grace in every 1)irection 
ve set forth, and the Gospel year is called the 
year of God's gqodness, which is crowned 
with life eternaf. All His paths which lead 
to peace, do flow with treasures yet un~ 
known. 

0, what a line! 
"THY PATHS DROP PAT NESS." 

Let Job talk to us ; Job vi. 18. Some here 
described "go to nothing," and perish. 
Who are they ? Read their character and 
condition in verses 15-17. Job viii. 13, 
-speaks of some who are in paths wherein 

"THEY PORGBT GOD AND PERISH." 

[While on Northern tour, hope to give full 
notes.] 

PECKHAM.-Openingservices Particular 
Baptist chapel, Peckham-road. At a time 
when thick gloom beclouds the prospects of 
many of our Churches, it is refreshing to 
-discqver any, even the smallest seeds of hope 
for ~he future. We think we did rightly in 
looktng thus at the services held by the Par
ticular Baptist Cburch, at Peckham, in 
connection with the opening of their new 
place of worship, oppo,ite Camden-groye, 
Peckham-road, Thursday, July 12. A 
sermon was preached in afternoon by Mr. 
Bennett, of Wilderness-row, from the words, 
"If a man love Me ho will keep My words." 
Mr. Bennett's di•course was an earnest 
appeal lo the friends at Peckham to remain 
faithful to the words of the Master in the midst 
of the almost universal detection from the 
principles ol truth at the present day, He 
showed that love to Christ must result in 
opposition to ell that is opposed to .. His 
teaching, and an unyielding attachment to 

all His commandments. lo the evening, Mr. 
G. W. Shepherd preached from the words," But 
ye area chosen generation, a royal pr·iesthood 
an holy Dation, a peculiar people." Thos~ 
who ha_ve heard ~r. S_11epherd frequently, 
never listened to him with greater pleMure 
than on this occasion. Very pleasurable 
indeed it is to feel that there are, even among 
the young men, some who are not ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ, nor afraid to preach 
it faithfully. The services were encouraging. 

B.T. 

A VOICE FROM THE FURN .\CE. 
To IIIY BELOVED BROTHER BANKS 

-Grace and peace be multiplied. Alle; 
long silence I take my pen to address you. 
L return you many thanks for your kind ex
pres.•ions of sympathy with me in this long 
affliction. My dear wife is still alive, but 
suffering greatly, aad slowly wasting away. 
We have watched over her with great 
anxiety, expecting sometimes every momeo t 
would be the last, and she has appeared to 
be in the suburbs of glory; then followed 
dark and gloomy seasons of fear and despond
ing, especially of late. Satan is doing his 
work, hut he cannot destroy her faith nor her 
hope; it is founded upon the Rock of her 
salvation; she longs to depart to be with 
Christ, which is far better. I am learning 
hard lessons in these deep waters, but many 
of my thought• are too young to be un
co~ered. This long captivity tries me many 
ways. At times I feel desperate, as though 
I could cut my way through a troon of 
devils to gain my liberty; but I am com
manded to stand still and see the salva1ioo of 
the Lord. My friends believe I shall be 
carried through it. Tiley marvel to see how 
I am borne up under it tor so long a time. 
One thing is strange, the people at ~ orwich 
lay hard on my mind all these years. I 
deeply regret I did not obey the call ; it 
darts through my heart like pointed arrows. 
I wonrler ii there is a little holy retaliation 
and mild reh'ibutioo administered to me in 
this long afflictive dispensation, where I am 
shut up in this valley of Achor with tears 
hanging on my eyelid,;, like the dew drops 
of the morning. I am not as one of t.iose 
retired pastors. I feel able and willing to 
work whenever my Master sees fit to give 
me an opportunity. " It is good that a maa 
should both hope and quietly wait for the 
salvation of G0<l." 

My dear brother, I see you are doing a 
great work. I know your generous heart 
prompts you to do much. God will belp 
you and bless you. Neve1• miod about the 
rattle of the potsher<ls; cleave fast to the 
Fountain, and draw as much living water 
and honey out of the Rock as you can. 
Faitb has a fine tongue for drawing-, and 
some rare teeth to masticate hard food. I 
shall be gla!l to get a word from you whea 
you can spare a tew minute•. 

Wi•hing you many bles_sing,,, we remain 
yours affectionately, G. A. KELLAWAY, 

In the valley of weeping. 
ro blessed saints! the Lord be with thee. 

-ED.] 
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A NOTE FROM 
MR. JOHN BUNYAN McCURE. 

MT DEAR. FR.Il!.NDS II!{ ENGi AND, 
SCOTLAND,AND AUSTRALIA,-Graee unto 
you. The Lord bes been t.eaching me by ter
rible thinirs in righteousness that I "am a 
'' 11·orm and no man," and that He can carry 
on His cause and kinjtdom quite a.• well with
out me as 11·ith me. For seven months I hne 
been II l'RStawa~· from my loved wol'k and my 
dear people in E,len. The whole of Ja,t year 
was mingled withfeelinf!;Sthe mostco1ifliciing 
and l'Ontraclictory-joy and sorrow; jny in 
the abundance of Gospel labours, and •uCl'ess 
the Lord ~an1ed me in my work, and sor
row because I ha,·e been conscious ol the 
fal't that my heahh was seriously gh·ing way, 
whil'h fact was not visible while I was in 
the pulpit. Many times I have gone up to 
preach leeliog ,•ery ill. While in the pulpit 
I have breo raised up above all selfish con
siderations, and ha,•e preached with liberty 
and energy, so that I must ha,·e appeared 
quite well. But the re-action thar followed; 
sleepless nights and brain exrited were most 
distressing. A!!ain and again I have gone 
up lo the house ol the Lord feeling this will 
he the last time, the la.•t sermon ; I shall 
preach until I amunabletodosoanylonger, 
and die in mv beloved work. Norwithstand
ing I was helped to preach 205 sermons 
during the ~-ear, publish my ne,. book (530 
page-), finish my twelvemonth's work in the 
borough jail, besides a very imporlant cor
respondenre, and a host ol other thin!!s con
nected wirh a pastor's work, and parril'ularly 
in an important university town like Cam
bridge. 

The present year I commenced as though 
I was quite WP.11. Enc,,uraged by the new 
year's love gift of my dear people, I was 
srimulated to renewed determination. Alter 
one senice, my five deacons l'ame into my 
vestry and expressed their loving sympathy, 
feeling sure I was not well, and wished me at 
onl'.eloleavehome lortwoorrhree weeks' rest, 
therefore left my home on Mon<iay, July 15. 
While at Brighton, the. rest brought on 
re-action, which revealed the dangerous state 
I wa• in. Paralvsis of the brain was comin1;1· 
on ; that I wa; in a very dangerou• condi
tion wa.s the opinion of two medical men 
who examined me. I was ordered to tra,·el 
from place to place, and to abstoin from 
reading, writing, and preachinir, and on no 
account to return to Cambridge. I went to 
the hie of Wight. Jen;ey, France. Still 
unable to sleep. Returned to London, saw 
another doctor. who wished me to try Mar
gate. Tl,ere I stayed for •ix we•ks. Liltle 
or no sleep during that time; fifteen con
secutiveniµ-hts and day•without sleep. I was 
a ·wonder to all who saw me, iiow I was 
enabled to bear up in thi• sleeples< condition. 
My prayer to the Lord was, if it WPl'P '!ot 
His will 10 l!ive me slPen, that He would give 
me strength to dg without it. Paul'A thorn 
in the flesh was not removed, hut " My 
grace is sufficient tor thee," enabled him to 
bear it. All-sufficient grace W8ll my stay 
and •tronghold in the d_ay of my trouble. I 

1&11r another doctor, who onlered me to traver 
by steamera to the islnnda of ~otland. ]l 
went to Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Wick, Thuno, 
8tornoway, the O1·kney and bhetland hland9t. 
then returned to Edinh11rgh. No better. 
Almost ready to despair. I went to Olru>gow • 
on my way to that eity, [ Paw on advertise~ 
ment-" Hydropatbie Estnblishment. Bridge 
of Allan." By u·ait1 I went to that place; 
was mr,st kindly rel'eived by the manager, 
Mr. Mackay, whoreeommended me lo drink 
the waters from. the Airthrey mine1·al springs. 
The fil'st two m1i-hts I had no sleep whatever. 
Next morning I drank three pints of the 
watera before breaklast: during the day I 
felt better. That never-to-!le-forgotteu 
night I slept for three hours-the first sweet 
retTPshin!!," sleep I had had for more than 
nine mouths. I remained at the establish
ment for one month, and drank the waters 
every mo1'nin,r. 

And now, after nn absence of seven month• 
from my home and my people, I am able to 
return, and hope to re-enter upon my Gospel 
work on Lord'~-d•y, Sept. 16th. 

What I hove pas.<ed through during those 
months of sleeples•nes.•, from my own. 
wicked heart, Satan's tempt11tions, and ihe 
prostration of the nervous system, and being 
$0 suddenly taken awav from that Wlrk dearer 
to my heart than life.: Goel ouly knows; but 
wonders of grace, wonders of mercy, I have 
receive<! ; . my brain, my reason, the Lord 
must graciously preserved, and has saved me 
from that rno•t dl'eaded calamity- paralysis. 
A1oiil all I have ~uffered, this has been my 
consolarion-viz., if I should never recover 
from the ,olBiction, and never preach. agaio, 
while I had health, st, enj!'th, and opportunity, 
whatsoever w111 k my bands found to do, I 
was enabled with a willing mind to do it, 
with all my heart for Christ and souls' 
sake; and that I am not rusted out, but 
worn out-not in the •erviee of Satan, hut 
in the ,en·ice ol my hles.<etl Master, Jesus, 

It I •hould he obliged to re•il!n my pas
torate of the Chun·h iu E,len (for I feel I 
shall not he able 10 wol'k a• I have done, and 
endure the heart-aches so rommoo to ministers 
in rhese days of unfailhfuluess), I shall ever 
r~joice thatthe Lord honoured me so long in 
Hi• kiogclom at CambridJ!e, and to nc
eompli•h so 11,"reat a wo1·k there, in building 
a house tor the Lord und His people, ano, 
above all, in gMng me many precious souls 
for my reward, Hut it may be, mv work is 
not yet clone; if thati•so, i know ·1 shall be 
strengthenPd to do the Lord's will both in 
mv inner an,l outwnnl man. 

·1 am mo.•t grateful to rhe Lord for prel!Prv
ing my deal' people in the unity of the Spirit 
ancl bond of peace; anti nl•o tlrnt they have 
been lecl with the p1·ovision of the Gospel by 
the ministedal hrethren who have so kindly 
come lol'wa1·d and su pphed any Jack of 
service dul'ing my loug absenl'e. 

While it will be very important that I 
shoul,1 he r.arelul and not overwork mvsel( 
again, which indeed I have been doing tor the 
last. thirty-seven ye11r11 of my ministry, it 
will ol•o he nec111•ary that my friPDfl& re
member I liveinahouseofclay, and crushed 
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befbre the moth, or os Paul declared " We 
-have tble treosure in earthen vessels.•1 May 
theexcellenceol the power, which is of God, 
·Strengthen the servantsol the Lord for Gospel 
labour-building up the Church of Christ 
upon the sure foundation, against which the 
,gates of hell cannot prevail, will ever be the 
prayer ol yours, for Christ's sake, 

JOHN BUNYAN MCCURE. 
Cambridge, Aug. 13th, 1877. 

BURGH-LE-MARSH. 
DEAR Ma. BANKS,-As I am a constant 

nader of the EARTHEN VESSEL, I have 
been puzzled to read of Burgh therein. 
There apr,ears to be something wrong. It is 
·24 years ost February since I was married, 
and came to live here, where there are no 
,causes ol truth. I bless God for the 
EARTHEN VESSEL. 

My father, Samuel Culforth, was for many 
years the deacon at Burgh. He died in 1861, 
.and my mother died in 1866 ; since that time 
I have not been to Burgh chapel. I was 
baptized by Mr. Horsley, whose ministry 
was much blessed at Burgh, especially 
.amongst the young people. He was intro
duced to the cause by dear Mr. John Fore
man, being a member at Mount Zion. He, 
.along with two more, young Trotman and 
P. B. Balfern, .came from London when Mr. 
Horsley was chosen minister. After the 

-death of his wife he never settled. He went 
to Chatteris, Carobs, and only lived six years. 
Hie second wife (a very dear friend of mine), 
Miss Ashlin, after Mr. Horsley's death, 

,came back to Burgh. She is now the wife 
•-of D. Ashby. Mr. W. Bull, now of Wel
lingborough, was born at Burgh, and was 

·-Once the pastor there. 
I have read with much interest of your 

young friend, Mr. Isaac Levinsobn. I 
should like a carte-de-visi te ol him and your
self. I hope the declining days of your life 
may be passed with comfort and rest, Iha t 
the Lord may bless you, and make you a 
blessing wherever He may be pleased to send 
you. 

[Praise the Lord. Many notes of en
•couragements r.onstantly reach us.-En.] 

THE LATE NATHAN HORSLEY. 
The very venerable Cornelius Slim (in his 

" Con tem porariea ") says : - This excellent 
Nathan died May 25, 1876. He commenced 
his Burgh pastorate in 1842; continued there 

· eight years; then served Zion at Chatteris 
six years; was greatly honoured in his work, 
but it soon censed on earth. 

HIS VERY HAPPY DEATH. 
Just before his departure, he said to a 

brother Il;linister, "I am happy! Christ fa 
very prec!ous ! I can leave all, and feel per
. feetly resigned. Come, death ! come, this 
minute, an hour, a week1 or a month hence, 
I am ready to depart I ' Soon after, with 
great feellng, he exclaimed," Is this heaven? 
and am I there? " and then he fell on sleep. 

God's chariot of love · 
Took his soul above, 
To dwell In the haven of joy. 

Thus, dearest Emmanuel, take us, when all 
-our work is done. Amen. C. W. B. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. ROBERT 
EDWARD SEARS, 

AT FOOT'S CRAY, KENT. 
Monday, August 6th, was a red-letter day 

to the Bapti•t Church at Foot's Cray. 
Early in the morning vehicles left Mount 
Zion, Dorset-square, and Soho, Oxford
street, conveying a number of persons in
terested in the prosperity of Mr. Sears and 
the Foot's Cray Church. Arriving at the 
very neat chapel, which was decorated with 
flowers, &c., there was every arrangement 
to make visitors eomfortabte, the pastor, 
deacons1 and ladiCI doing their utmost to 
show tney were glad to see their fellow
Christians, and the weather was all that 
could be desired, everything tendin!!,' to 
make the day pleasant. 

The morning service commenced at 10 
o'clock, when the chapel was crowded to 
excess. Prayers were offered by several 
brethren. Mr. Alderson delivered an ad
dress on the" Power of Prayer," after which 
Mr. Jones (Congregationalist) delivered a 
discourse on our" Non conformist Principles." 
About 400 persons sat down to a well
provided dinner in a tent. 

In the afternoon the important service of 
the day commenced, Mr. J. S. Anderson pre
siding. Prayer was offered by Mr. Catteil, 
of Bessels-green. Alter some appropiate 
preliminary remarks by the chairman, Mr. 
May (senior deacon) was called on to make 
a statement. He gave a sin!!,'ularly explicit 
account of the way in which the Church were 
led to elect Mr. Sears as their pastor. He 
said, it was now nine years since the Church 
had lost their late pastor, Mr. Fremlin, whose 
work had been greatly blessed to the Church 
there, since which time the pulpit had been 
supplied by various brethren. For some 
years their brother Dickerson had assisted 
them, always presiding at the Lord's table. 
Three years since, however, Mr. Dickerson 
found he was unable to continue his visits 
when the Church felt more the necessity of 
securing a settled minister. He (Mr. May) 
called upon their dear friend, Mr. :Spurgeon, 
who recommended them to hear Mr. :Sears. 
On June 21, 1874, Mr. Sears preached for 
them : after this, Mr. W ordley supplied for 
them for nine months, and resigned. Then 
the Church invited Mr. Briscoe, but before 
he received their invitation he had accepted 
the pastorate of Rye-lane, Peckham. Un
derstanding Mr. Sears was unsettled at La."
f!eld, the Church gave him an invitation for 
a month. Mr. Sears would not accept this, 
but came for two Sabbaths; he was after
wards asked to accept the pastorate, which 
he did. The COD!!,'regation bad greatly in
creased, and it was hoped the chapel would 
soon become too small. After a hymn had 
been sung, Mr. Sears (in response to the call 
of the chair) gave an interesting account of 
his call by grace and to the miuistry. For 
some time he kept the audience in rapt at
tention, while he described how in childhood 
he was led to Christ. He could not tell the 
exact time the work of grace began. At a 
very early age his glorified mother taught 
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him to pra~·, and for thirteen or fourteen 
years he did not ceRSe to pray. 

Mr. Seeri, enumerated the various changes 
he had gone through till he was brought into 
the liberty of the Gospel. From early child
hood he had attended the ministry of Mr. 
Foreman, and ultimately became a member 
of his Church. Having referred to many 
mat~ers-amonp; them the great good he had 
~e1ved from Mr. Spurgeon's ministry-he 
said, although he was not a Spurgeonite, he 
dearly love<l Mr. Spurgeon for the truth's 
sake.~ Referrin~ to his call to the ministry, 
Mr. ~ars mentioned that on one occasion 
beinir in the country, he was asked to delive: 
an address, which although he said he would 
not, he was afterwards induced to do. He 
had preached in 130 different places in 
Suffolk and Norfolk durinir the past eighteen 
years, and he believed all about the country 
he had spiritual children. His first sermon 
was preached at Horsell Common, and from 
Horsell Common he went to Laxfield. The 
speaker itave a graphic description of his 
first Sunday at Laxfield. There he bad la
boured on for eighteen and a-quarter years. 
Fifty were added to the Church in one year. 
The Church now numbered 2.50. Latterly, 
however, he considered that bis work was at 
an end there, and three years ago be resigned 
the psstorate, having no other Church in 
view ; but at the earnest solicitation of the 
Church be withdrew the resignation. Mr. 
Seal'!' irave his reasons for accepting the 
pastorate at Foots Cray; be believed it was 
God's will. Not that the peeple at Laxfield 
wished him to leave, it was quite the reverse. 
He was leaving a chapel that held 800 for 
one that would not seat ball so many, and a 
Church of over 200 members for one with 
having only fifty. Mr. Sears spoke in the 
warmest possible terms ot the friends be had 
left in Suffolk. In closing, Mr. Sears gave 
his credo. 

[For want of space, we are reluctantly 
compelled to omit the statement Mr. Sears 
gave of bis belief.] 

Mr. Anderson having !riven the charge, a 
hymn was sung, the benediction pronounced, 
and the important services of the afternoon 
closed. 

The large tent was found quite inadequate 
to accommodate the numbers who were 
anxious to take tea. Every effort was made 
bv the deacons and others to make the 
friends comfortable, and finally all were Rup
plied. Considerably over .500 sat down to tea. 

In the evening, a public meeting was 
convened. Charles Wilson, Esq., of Mount 
Zion, Dorset-square, occupied the chair. 
After singing and prayer, the chairman 
gave a hearty address, in which he stated 
that all present knew that Mr. Sears was bis 
son-in-law, and he thanked God for it. He 
was thankful, also, that God bad kept him 
faithful in the truth. Mr. Wilson appeared 
full of love for the truth. Addresses of an 
excellent character were delivered by Mr. J. 
Box, of Soho, on the Power of Christ; Mr. 
J. T. Briscoe, of Peckham Rye, on the 
Power of the Holy Ghost; Mr. C. Master-

son, of Great Alle-atreet, on the Power of 
Christian Love; Mr. W. Usher, of Black
heath, on the Power of Earnest Work• Mr 
A. Tessier, of Bromley, on the Po;er of 
Kind Words, and Mr. J. Cattell of Bessels
green, on the Power of Praise. Singing, and 
prater by Mr: Sears brought the very happy 
day s proceedmgs to a close. 

Amongst the ministers present, besides
those mentioned, we observed Mr. Ballard 
and Mr. Squirrell. 

As the various conveyances left the chapel 
there were hearty farewells, and this wJ 
followed by songs of praise which were 
continued along the road, 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE.-DBAR 
BROTHER BANKS,-! have been reading 
some EARTHEN VESSELS of 1852, which 
have been lent, and manv a time has my 
spirit been stirred within • me as I perused 
their pages ; and while noting the records 
of the doings of the mighty men of God of 
that day, have marked with sorrow the path 
you travelled, for I perceive you were as 
one despised by many, and loved by few 
although you contributed so much to thei: 
enjoyment. I am glad the EARTHEN 
VESSEL is prosperous; I do most sincerely 
pray the same blessed truths which it bas 
enunciated from its earliest days may be 
ever continued. There is much need my 
dear brother, for consistency in preaching 
and practice in this day, for we are sur
rounded by parsons and people who seem t.c> 
be carried away by outward profession 
adorniegs of the body, exaltation of th;. 
creature, and crying-up of human merit and 
the power attending human effort, and there
is more need than ever of standing by the 
things which God the Holy Ghost taught 
the saints of old, and which are verified in, 
the daily experiences of many a child of God. 
The day is wearing away with you, dear
brother, and you will soon be called hence. 
May godly confidence possess your soul 
while in this lower world. He it is whose· 
secret is with you; with Him also is your 
reward. At Brix ton tabernacle we hope to 
have a good day; but what is it all without 
the blessed Spirit? Our pastor, C. Corn
well, bas been much encouraged lately • be· 
baptized seven friends last month, of whom 
two or three were the fruits of his ministry, 
and we get about 200 to 2.50 people on 
Sunday nights. He is not popular, in the· 
worldly sense of the term; but be is much• 
beloved amon~st us, and we hope to spend 
the sixth anmversary of our opening with 
much joy. 0 may God enable you to plead 
earnestly for His grace. that an outpouring 
of His 8pirit may be given. Surely, He is
not insensible to our crits, since they are per
formed with a Redeemer's merits! and surely 
He is not a God afar off. We ook for the 
causes of our destitution of this blessed 
gift, but all our searching seems to be of no
avail. Still may our watchword be "We 
won't give up the Bible." With mu'ch love· 
in the truth, yours in ti•ibulation {sweetened• 
by daily mercies), P. McDONALD, 
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SPIRITUAL LIBERTY AFTER MANY 
YEARS SEEKING IN BONDAGE. 

Mr. Joseph Flory, of Burford,sends us the 
following cheering record :-

MY DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-J'm glad 
to see your thirty-third anniversary was a 
good one. I have had thirty-three volumes of 
EARTHEN VESSEL, nnd read them ge
nerally with pleasure and profit; some of 
them again and again; and made some use 
of them in the pulpit. When I was down at 
Broseley, some ten years since, I was much 
tried for a text. The Bible did not appear to 
contain one; nor could I call one up. If I 
remember rig!itly, when turning to volume or 
number of EARTHEN VESSEL, found notes 
of yours on the words," And if I be lifted up 
will draw all men unto Me;" doubtless there 
were gleanings from yours in my sermon; 
it laid hold of me. I was favoured; some of 
the people will not forget the service. It 
was the lifting up of a precious Christ for 
evermore. 

I was at Somersham, Huntingdonshire, 
nineteen years ago. What I now relate was 
about 1855, or when my dear father was at 
Spalding; I went there to preach anniversary 
sermons at Love-lane; returning on the 
Wednesday for preaching I _was very low ; 
but turned to my carpet hag, and opening 
it turned over some papers ; with the rest a 
sermon of yours (or the Lord's by you) from 
the words, "The seed shall he prosperous," 
preached at the opening of "Zion," for Mr. 
Nunn. The text laid hold of me. I was 
helped to go and preach from it. A dear 
sister heard who had been thirty-three years 
in bondRge; her name was Mrs. Marsh; she 
had been a poor miserable creature, cutting 
herself and everybody off. She had travelled 
perhaps hundreds of miles to hear Gadsby 
and others; but no deliverance; that night 
the" Seed was prosperous" in her soul's vital 
personal experience. From a "poor, crabby 
dark, doubting, world-graspingprofesfion· sh~ 
became a happy, loving, cheerful soul, " 1lull 
of the Holy Ghost," and the" Jove of God·" 
in less than six months she went home to the 
inheritance above, giving evidence of enjoy
ing a "liberty " with which the "Son of 
God," by the Holy Spirit, sooner or Inter 
makes the children free, even to the assurance 
of their " adoption ; " as it is written, " And 
because ye are sons, God hatb sent forth the 
Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying 
Abba, Father." .Believing in the lull and 
everlasting freedom of the Church by and 
through the merit, blood, and righteous
ness of the dear Redeemer the Son of 
God, by His redemption for' His people 
I have always contended for libertv' 
not bondage, a• the true test of being 
"passed from death to life;" and nothing 
short . of the see½i1!g, longing, panting, 
"!'restlmg, and o~~n.mmg ,the" blessing, even 
hfe for evermore, m ones own soul's experi
ence will satisfy the living and saved soul. 
I have always striven to be a gentle kind 
affectionate nurse or mother to poor do~btiug' 
seeking souls, who are seeking the Lord'; 
pardon, peace, and love by "faith in the Son 
of God" alone. Setting souls down any-

!hing short of, liberty, rre~t and eternal, 
IS not preachmg a ful Chnst, "which is 
good tidings unto the meek; binding up 
broken hearts," &c. 

I cannot conclude without referring to 
another marvellous d~liverance of a seeker for 
Christ, and the manifestation of the pardoninll' 
love of God to the soul. One, Mrs. Mitchell, 
who was a companion in soul trouble of Mrs. 
Marsh, had been twenty-nine years seeking 
the Lord without a personal hope. She was 
enabled to keep seeking, much like her 
sister, Mrs. Marsh; but resting more in 
doubt~ and fears than resting upon the Lord 
alone for "Life and salvation," and looking 
more within than without. Up ! up ! to an 
exalted crucified Saviour, who lived, who 
died and rose again for the salvation entire, 
and for ever, of the" election of graee." Her 
marvellous deliverance was brought about in 
the following mysterious way. About a 
month or six weeks after the sister of whom 
we have written (whose deliverance had 
much affected many in Somersbam; but 
especially Mrs. Mitchell), I was in gre~t 
trial for a text one Wednesday evening; I 
was with a dear friend, Mr. Robert Childs; 
no text could I feel suitable. Alter dinner, 
Mr. C. seeing that the preacher was dis
turbed, he asked what was the matter? I 
told him ; he said, here is a "book; if you 
cannot obtain one from the Bible direct, it 
may lead you to the .Bible, and to a text," 
or words to that effect. I felt confused, was 
about to lay the book down ; my soul was 
yearning for something that had to do with 
the present personal salvation of the soul. 
Before putting the book aside, my eye 
caught the passage, " His flesh shall be 
fresher than a child's ; ee shall return to the 
days of his youth" (Joh xxxiii. 25). I saw 
at once a glorious revelation of the effects of 
the great Deliverer, Jesus Christ, the promised 
Messiah, and the effects of that deliverance 
in the souls, lives, and ultimate triumphs of 
the delivered. "The soul draweth near unto 
the grave, and his life to the destroyers." 

The Holy Ghost was so pleased to open the 
Word in me, and to Mrs. M. especially, 
that her soul was set at liberty. The Lord 
was her light and her salvation. In the 
chapel she told of her soul's salvation; it 
flew through the town; blessed be God, 
there was rejoicing in regions of sorrow 
and death, and many doubting souls were 
helped; death soon alter took away Mrs. 
Marsh, so that I had not the pleasure to 
baptize her; but Mrs. Mitchell remained, and 
in the river Ouse I baptized her with two or 
three more in the presence of a thousand 
spectators, at Earitb, of which, in my life, I 
hope to write more particulars. Our friend 
lived for years to adorn the doctrine of our 
Lord and Saviour, till last year, when she 
fell asleep, 

• 1 Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe on His gentle breast, 

There by His lo\·e o'ershn,d.ed, 
Sweetly her soul tlhl rest." 

Yours in Christ, J. FLORY. 

Highhill house, Burford, Oxon, 
July 3rd, 1877. 
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BROSELEY, SALOP.-The Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus is still proclaimed in this 
ancient town. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit, the jewels of Christ are being brought 
out of darkness into tbe light and liberty of 
the_ Gospel. Will it surprise you, Mr. 
Editor, to hear that veteran general in the 
army of Christ, Mr. Thomas Jones is still 
alive and well, and is enabled to prea'ch with 
liberty and sweetness Christ crucified to his 
-people here from time to time? Truly it 
would appear as if his last days are bis best 
days, that the glory of the Lord does indeed 
-shine upon him. Not only is Mr. Jones 
surrounded by those who are advanced in 
life and established in grace, but also by a 
goodly number of young people, who look 
up to him as their father in Israel. On 
Sunday, July 15, Mr. Jones preached the 
anniversary sermons at Bilston, while Mr. 
A. Hall preached here; he was beard with 
profit and pleasure ; the people were a little 
·surprised at his youthful appearance, he 
being a striking contrast to Mr. Jones. Mr. 
Hall preached to a good company of friends 
on Monday evening. Does not our God 
fulfil His Word? He is not unmindful of 
His promises. Mr.Jones is a living witness 
of the faithfulness of God, who declares 
" They shall still bring forth fruit in old 
age; they shall be fat and flourisbine:, to 

· shew that the Lord is upright." -
A LITTLE ONE IN ZION. 

THE BUILDING NOW RISING AT 
WATFORD. 

Monday, August 6, was a profitable day 
in Beulah ; sweet Gospel harmony prevailed. 
Many of the bees came from Tring, Bed
mond, Berkhampstead, Two Waters and some 
·trom London, &c. Our hive was fu.ll; good 
testimony and proof was left be!Jind of the 
hearty good-will borne by the visitors to the 
truth, and to the lovers and supporters of it. 
Brother Bennett in the morning pointed out 
some of the peculiar privilege• which these 
honey-bees are favoured to realise from " It 
is given unto you to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of heaven." He made it clear 
that these sweet privileges were the result of 
ancient and sovereign favour. 

In afternoon, brother Bowles and good old 
John Kent preached to us on Mercy's 
building ( at least so the preacher said). He 
met with John Kent as he came in the train ; 
thought be and J obn could make up a sermon 
about a celebrated building which was begun 
a long while ago, was still in course of 
erection, but was not finished yet. "And 
since that time, even until now, bath it been 
in building, and yet it is not finished " 
(Ezra v. 16). The building, the builders, 
the materials, where they were found, how 
they were shaped and fitted, the fillers in 
and the cement, which was of a very 
peculiar kind. Love, blood, and ~ace, or 
power, which kept the whole buildmg toge
ther, was a part of what he talked about; 
and certainly John Kent, who spoke several 
times in the course of the sermon, quite 
confirmed the preacher's assertions. Ac
cording to their doctrine and belief, it ap-

pears this building Is going on still, and they 
express no don bt as to the perfect completion 
of it, notwitl1~tanding all the oppos1tlon it 
meets with. So satisfied of the tru tb of these 
two wi tne!ISes were the bees, that they all 
hummed out together thus,-
" When Mercy•• building to complete, 
Which hell nor sin could e'er defeat, 

The topmost stone shall rise; 
When shouting gre.ce, the blood-washed throng 
Of every tribe and every tongue, ' 

Shl\11 rend the vaulted skies."-KENT again. 
The whole audience were wakeful, much 

instructed and entertained by the good con-
tents of the "Bowl." In the evening, bro
ther Bennett preached from Heb. iv. 14 
" Seeing, then, that we have a Great High 
Priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus, 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our profes
sion." The character, position, and work of 
our Priest was set forth, showing the abso
lute necessity of priesthood, since tile Fall 
recognised throughout the Word and 
mimicked by the devil in the swa~m of 
Popisb priests set up in opposition to our 
precious Christ. The bees at Beulah and 
those who came manifested their distaste to 
all carnal priests by again humming out,...: 

0 I other priests disclaim, 
And laws and offerings too; 

None but the bleeding Lamb 
The mighty work can do: 

He shall have a.II the praise; for He 
Hath loved, and lived, and died for me." 

The collections were very good, and we all 
united, before parting, to sin", "Praise God 
from w horn all blessings flow. ' 

ONE OP THE BEES. 
) 

A NOTE FROM SAMUEL FOSTER, 
OF STURRY, KENT. 

MY DEAR BROTHER IN THE Lo1rn, 
-Your kind letter has cheered my heart this 
morning, and refreshed my spirit in the 
Lord. Many, many thanks for the Post 
Office Order. I do thank the Lord for His 
great mercy to me, and you, my dear 
brother, in the name of the Lord, and the 
kind friend. The Lord bless you all for 
Jesus' sake. Bless the Lord who bath not 
forgotten His poor servant, deep, deep in the 
furnace. The Lord reward and bless you 
more and more, nnd niake you a blessing to 
His afflicted people. How wonderfully the 
Lord bas k:ept you and preserved you 
these many years, and strengthened you, 
and helped you to exalt the glorious Lamb. 
Lift Him up, my brother lift Him up. 
Tell of His wondrous faithfulness, and sound 
His praille abroad; tell of His power to save 
of His blood to cleanse, and His grace to 
keep; tell of His love, pity, and compassion. 
He saved you, He saved me, and none need 
despair of His mercy. Dear brother, I am 
so ill, but grace reigns ; the Lord is my 
Helper: my hope is -in the Lord; He is all 
my salvation and all my desire. My dear 
wife is still so weak. We should be most 
happy to see you once more. Matthew 
Martin bas entered into rest. Nearly all 
the old friends are gone home. I am left to 
tell the good old story. 8. FOSTER. 
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ONE WHOLE WEEK IN THE 
NORTH. 

WIGAN, Aug, 17, 1877. 
Black clouds PO angry look, 

All Nature seems to weep: 
But with the precious Book 

Low at the throne I creep 
And there I leave the whole. 

A tender Providence has permitted me to 
fulfil every engagement: and after finishing 
last night at Pemberton, that loving brother 
R. H. Widdows and his gen tie spouse took 
me to Hope house, where rest and refresh
ment set me up for my long rolling journey 
home to London. 

Fine shocks of wheat 
Like at•mies stand, 

Waiting the weather's 
Warm command, 

To stack them up on high. 
When little quietly seated, up pulls train. 
" Warrington! All change here ! " Fluster 
and bustle, out all run and wait another 
train. 

Notes of Wigan, Blackburn, Blackpool, 
Rochdale, Manchester, Pemberton, War
rington, and other places are in stol'P., 
A Note to our Christian Brother Mr. 

J. C. Archer, of Blackburn.-Fellow 
worker in the Kingdom of Grace,-1 write 
you one line to thank you and your family 
for the kind care you took of me while I 
was endeavouring to serve your people in 
the Gospel. I cannot understand why I 
was taken to Blackburn, because you are 
qualified to preach better sermons than I 
could give your people; but I will not say 
more on that head now. I much desire you 
a safe and speedy erection of your chapel, 
and that many years of holy prosperity 
in the Gospel may be granted unto you. 
I saw our loving friend John Hudson, of 
Manchester. He will be glad to preach for 
you whenever the Lord calls you to visit 
other parts. Before long, it is my prayer' 
some doors in London will be opened for you, 
and may you be increasingly enabled to 
preach Christ's full Gospel without any of 
the limits men have urged. As I write 
while travelling, forgive brevity. 

C. W.BA.NKS, 

A NEW LONDON PASTOR.-Green 
Leavos (a monthly voice ti-om Homerton
row) gives tl1e pleasing iotelligenre that the 
Churcli has unanimously called John 
Inwards to the pastoral office in that place; 
and that, the Lord permitting, brother John 
will read, and pray, and J>reach himself into 
his new pastorate on the first Lord's-day in 
October next. We have for many years 
known and esteemed this "great mani" for 
he is grown to be a very large man indeed ; 
and his mental developments have nearly 
kept pace with his physical ; hence, in the 
fear of the Lord, and in the confidence of 
faith, we may affirm that John Inwards is no 
novice in any sense of the word. The 
annual roll registers his ministry to have 
commenced in 1851 ; for full 26 years, then, 
he bas been closely reading, studying, pray-

iog, preaching, writing, communing, and 
conversing on things Divine, and ought to 
be a ripe scholar, a well-balanced thinker, 
a thoroughly devoted pastor, a duly qualified 
preacher, and a Christian rooted and 
grounded in the faith, by this time. He is 
no express steam-engine, no fiery-flving 
meteor, no race-horse in the Gospel; he is 
s~eady,_ ~ate, solemn, and unbending in 
his dec1S1ons for all he has set his heart upon 
as being the truth of Divine revelation. To 
come to Homerton-row, he leaves a good old 
Church in Irthlingboro', where he has 
laboured with success and honour for the 
last eight years. We have heard him publicly 
declare he derived special good from our 
ministry in his early days. We knew him 
and laboured for him, in Isle of Wight: 
in Poplar, Ryarsb, and in Irthlingboro'. 
We had a little finger in his first comini;r to 
Homerton-row, where many trust he will 
finish bis course with joy. Between 
Homerton-row and ourselves there is a 
great gulf fixed; why, we know not; but, 
we are perfectly willing it should remain as 
deep and as wide as ever. We have no 
sympathy with those different sections of the 
professing Church, who build up walls of 
exclusiveness uut of certain crotchets and 
cruel inferences. Where these walls are 
erected, we keep our distance, because, for 
over thirty years, we have seen no pure, 
permanent, or genuine prosperity ever can 
he found within the enclosures of fortres.'leS 
so high, so hard, so death-like. To our 
large brother, Mr. John Inwarrts, we must 
then say," Farewell, man of God, we never 
expect on earth to see thee again. Where 
thou art, we never wish to come; where we 
may yet remain for a few days, we must not 
expect you to come. Farewell then, brother. 
May you never realise Job vi. 17; but, 
rather, we heartily wish, like Psalm xcii. 
12-15, you may, even to old age, still 
flourish in the courts of our God. The 
appeal from Homerton-row for eight or ten 
pounds to bring the new pastor's possessions 
from his couotrv seat, is a matter which, we 
are sure, will soon be settled." 

WALTHAM ABBEY.-The first auni
versary of the pastorate of ~Ir. W. Winters, 
of Ebenezer, Waltham Abbey, was held Aug. 
14, 1877. In the afternoon Mr. H. Hall, of 
Clapham, preached to a lull house from John 
xvi. 33-" In the world ye shall have tribu
lation; but be ye of good cheer, I have over
come the world." He spoke of the trials and 
tribulations of the children ol God, the " Ye " 
spoken ol here, and those words ol " Good 
cheer," then marvel not, for " I have over
come the world." Tea was pro,•ided, of 
which a goodly number partook, after which 
a public mee:ing was held; &he pastor was 
unanimously ~lected to the chair, and was 
well supported by brethren in the ministry ; 
two verses of a hymn written for the occasion 
by Mr. Winters were suno-, alter which Mr. 
Sampford, of Ware, prayed. The pastor then 
spoke ol the blessing of the Lord which bad 
attended Ebenezer during his first year as 
pastor; five had been added to the Church 



290 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

by baptism. A Sunday-school had been 
started, and, though commenced in many 
weak forebodings, the Lord has abundantly 
blessed this work, and though but a few 
months old, there are over seventy children 
on the books. Truly God is good! and, best 
of all, the spirit ot unity prevails in the 
Church. He also spoke upon the dor.trine 
of election, the eternity of God, eternal Son
ship ; and said also, let annibilationists say 
what they would, so sure as there is an 
eternal God, so sure is there an eternal hell. 
Hymn 944, Denham's, was then sung, after 
which Mr. Alfrey, of Enfield-highway, spoke 
upon the work ot the Holy Ghost, founding 
his address on Gen. xxiv. 4. Then Mr. Ed
wards, of Notting-hill, spoke of the nuptials, 
encouraging both pastor and Church, from 
John ii. l. Two verses of hymn 611 were 
sung, then Mr. H. Hall, of Clapham, went 
back thirty-five years ago, with 

"Sweet to look inward. and attend 
The whispers of Hi!!i love,1' 

and "My peace I give unto you.'_' Mr. 
Sampford then spoke on the blessings of 
the Christian ministry. After words of en
couragement from N. Oakey, the hymn was 
&Uni!",-

-•· Now through another year, 
Supported by His care, 

We raise our Ebenezer here, 
The Lord has helped thus far. 

Onr lot in future years, 
Unable to foresee, 

He kindly, to prevent our fears, 
Says, lea.,e it all to ::Me. 

Yea, Lord, we wish to ca.st 
Ow· cares upon Thy breast; 

Help us to praise Thee for the past, 
And trust Thee for the rest." 

The pastor prayed. Thus closed one of the 
happiest meetings at Ebenezer. R. A. 

LUTON.-This is one of the largest 
towns in Beds; and the centre of growing, 
commercial, and industrious populations. 
No wonder a new Strict Baptist Church 
has been erected. Openin~ senices were 
held August 6, 1877. Mr. Darbyshire was 
the preacher. The highly-honoured Mr. 
Cook who has been over thirty years pastor 
ofthe'original Particular Church, is more than 
ever devoted to his Master's work, and to the 
edifying of the people. We should be glad 
to be enabled to give one or more o~ his 
sermons if any are correctly transcribed. 
From ail we hear of his faithful and earnest 
ministry, we concur wit~ the testi~ony of 
several that he is no ordmary man m the 
Gospel. 

CANTERBURY.-We have a new 
minister at the Baptist chapel, and a new 
church for the Congregationalists. Newman 
Hall came down and opened Henry Cres
well's new Guildhall. Shall we now have 
a revival? With our catuedral, churches 
almost in everv street, and chapels for all 
the sects we oiight to be a good and pious 
city. What we all are in the sight of God 
cannot be said by "A CITIZEN OP NO 
MEAN CITY." 

WHITESTONE.-8unday school anni
versary was July 15. Two appropriate 
discourses were given bf Thos. Field, of 
Led bury. Selected portions of Scriptu1-e 
were recited by some of the scholars, and a 
selection of pieces was sung on both 
occasions. Mr. Field preached at Dodmarsh, 
our new station, in the evening, to a good 
company. We had a most enjoyable day 
throughout; thanks to om· most gracious 
Lord. On the I 7th, tea.ihers and children 
again met at 3; other pieces were 1-ecited 
and sung; we had a large number of parents 
and friends in attendance who were evidently 
much gratified. An excellent and very 
encouraging report was prepared and read 
by our esteemed brother W. H. Godwin, 
superintendent of the school. A large ' 
number of Bibles, with other useful books, 
have been presented to the children during 
the past year. Eighty names are now on 
the lists of scholars and teachers inclusiv&
lhe largest number ever known in the school 
before. Our children are taught the pure 
Word of God by Christian teachers, who 
teach what they have learned of Christ and 
His truth, without fee or reward, satisfied 
with the reward they shall herealter receive. 
The children's services were conducted by 
Mr. Carter, our pastor. An excellent tea 
was partaken of hv friends with the children 
and teachers of tiie school. All pa.ssed off 
pleasantly. PASTOR. 

HAWRIDGE COMMON, NEAR 
TRING.-Anniversar;v services were held in 
the quaint little Meetmg-house, situated at 
the above place, on Tuesday, July 17th. 
Mr. C. W. Banks was the preacher both 
afternoon and evening, and we noticed 
friends there from Tring, Chesham, Buck
land Common, Choleshury, and Lee Com
mon, also the ministerial brethren Bedford1 
Mayhew, and Haydon. We were favourea 
with an excellent sermon in the afternoon 
from Isaiah xl. 1, 2; the 'preacher appeared 
to be -rerv happy in his mind, and to have 
great liberty in proclaiming the glorious 
Gospel of Christ. In the evening we were 
closely packed indeed, a chair being placed 
wherever one could be squeezed in. We sat 
side by side, face to face, and back to back, 
until I began to wonder how the well
known Editor of EARTHEN VESSEL would 
manage to get into the pulpit to blow the 
trumpet. At 6 o'clock the service com
menced, brother Belshaw giving out that 
splendid hymn of the immortal Warts
" Come let us join our cheerful songs," &c. 
Brother Mayhew read a portion of lbe Word 
of God, and led us up to the mercy-seat ; 
after which Mr. Banks preached a solid, 
searching, God-glorifying, and soul-cheer
ing sermon from 2 Tim. ii. 19-" Neverthe
!ess, the foundation of God standeth sure." 
The preacher declared the whole counsel of 
God fearles.Iy yet lovingly; the1·e was no 
bitterness of spirit manifested, nor did other 
denominations eome in for a sound thrashing, 
as used to be the case when I first knew the 
Lord. As I listened to the ~ermon with 
sacred pleasure, I was led back to the day 
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when I flrst sought the Lord with a broken 
heort1 and longed to know I was safe for 
illermty; now, through mercy, I coulrl say 
I wos resting on the foundation of God, so 
sweetly described by the preacher, or in the 
language of one of our favourite hymns-

"My hope Is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness." 

And I could not help thinking it was just 
possible for a high Calvinist to yearn for the 
·salvation of poor lost sinners, and to strive to 
gather them 1,y his preaching without giving 
up one iota of truth, or having recourse to 
any wretched subterfuges whatever. Let 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth be preached, in a loving and 
missionary spirit, in humble dependence upon 
the Spirit of God, and sinners shall be 
plucked as brands from the burning, and 
saints be comforted, fed, and built up in 
their most holy faith. After sermon we sang 
.heartily, " All hail the power of Jesus' 
name; " and when the preacher had again 
eommended us to God we reluctantly sepa
rated, blessing the Lord for the refreshing 
11easons we had enjoyed, and saying, 

'' If such the sweetness of the streams, 
Wha.t must the fountain be, 

Where saints and angels draw their bliss 
Immediately from Thee." 

.A. BUCKINGHAMSHIRE BAPTIST. 

BRIXTON.-Monday, August 6th, 1877, 
was a high day at Brixton tabernacle; ser
vices to commemorate sixth anniversary of 
opening; and to testify the Lord's goodness 
in preserving the truth in that place. 
Prayer-meeting at 10 a.m. Mr. J. Hazelton 
preached at 11.30, from "But now, ye who 
were far o:ff, are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ." About 80 sat down to dinner, ably 
provided by the pastor's wife ; great satis
faction expressed with the arrangements. 
Three addresses were then given by Messrs. 
R. A. Lawrence, R. C. Hardens, and T. 
Stringer, upon" Faith, Hope, and Charity." 
Large numbers took tea. Hosts of happy, 
smiling countenances look which way we 
would. The company were then invited to 
view the beauties ol nature, as exhibited in the 
adjoining grounds ol Mr. Goshawk, florist. 
In the evening the chapel was filled. The 
chair was taken by the pastor, Mr. Corn
well; Mr. Crown, a Plumstead tabernacle 
deacon, engaged in prayer, which he did with 
a fervency that pervaded the meeting. J. 
Battson dilated upon the word " Father." 
G. Holland very touchingly narrated his 
conversion from darkness to light, taking as 
bis motto, " Salvation is ol the Lord." R. 
.A. Lawrence showed the sweetness of God's 
greatname-"I Am." W. Webbspokewell 
from "The Lord bath done great things for 
us." Our valiant T. Stringer vigorously 
denounced ecclesiastial pomp by comparison 
with the life and character of John the Bap
tist. The collection was prelaced by a speech 
from the chairman, who told how his wife 
bad begged the cost of providing refreshment 
for the day from the ladies, who were accord-

ingly thanked, and announced that the 
dinner and tee. showed a clear profit ol 
.£8 13s.; the day's collections gave a total of 
.£42 12s., was set to the credit of the debt on 
the schools. One year ago the debt was 
.£190. The noble amount of ,£ll5 bas been 
collected, leaving only .£75, and it speaks 
well for the practical Christianity of Brixton 
tabernacle people, and the kind friends who 
rally round them on occasions like the pre
sent, while it is also a decided rebuff to the 
opinion of many that " Those selfish Strict 
Baptists do nothing." Brother F. Wheeler 
gave hints on "Admiration; " E. Langford, 
on the blessedness of our" Association " with 
the Father, Word, and Spirit; and the 
Doxology was sunK ; thus cone I uded the ser
vices of a day of mutual congratulation, 
joyful worship, and pleasure in attending 
upon Divine tbinj?S. The thanks of the 
Church are gratefully tendered to the many 
friends who helped them by their presence 
and donations, and it is sincerely desired 
that these expressions will be accepted by 
them, as we lee! they join us in ascribing all 
the praise to the God of all our mercies. 

P.M. 

SERIOUS THOUGHTS UPON MR. 
ISAAC LEVINSOHN•S MINISTRY • 
A sound-hearted Christian gentleman of 

much experience ana strong judgment, 
says, " Mr. Levinsobn was heard very well 
indeed by the majority ol our hearers. 

" My own opinion of him is, that there are 
in him materials for a uselul minister. He 
is not as yet qualified to take a pastorate, at 
least, so I think. It is, however, wonderful, 
that in so short a time he bas mastered our 
language, and is enabled to expound the 
Scriptures in so experimen ta! a manner. So 
many of the Strict Baptist divines, having 
been removed to their predestined home, 
there is plenty of room for his gift and that ol 
many others." 

PLYMOUTH.-Mr.C.W.Banks,-Since 
I saw you here, we have singular move
ments in the Churches where Gospel truth 
did stand in boldness, and Gospel grace and 
mercy-like living streams flowed in our 
Zion. But fwe defer this]. i}fr. Trego 
and bis school at Ebenezer bad delightful 
anniversary. Our brother, }Ir. Parnell, is 
gladly received by many. I know uot why 
he left Trinity chapel, but he is now at 
Howe-street, where we have seen quite a 
revival. Mr. Westaway rendered good 
service to the Church ; but it was very low 
when Mr. Burbridge left it, and I told you 
it would be soon shut up. Praise the Lord, 
it is now filling with friends to Jesus our 
Lord. More some day. My wile and some 
friends went to Howe-street the last Sunday 
in July. Sermons by brethren Parnell and 
Westlake were given out blessediy; then in 
the week, children and near 200 of us went 
on the Mount and had tea. Large collections 
were made. Every one appeared happy. 

SENIOR B. 
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NEW BROMPTON KENT.-The Lord 
bless you indeed. I feei thankful for your 
kind intentions to this cause, which, I be
lieve, is of the Lord ; if it belongs to the 
Lord, it is beyond the reach of Satan to hurt 
it. The blessin!!'S of God's everlasting love 
by Christ Jesus are just where they cannot 
be lost. I trust this cause is a blessing. 
Last Sunday Mr. Nearne read the two ser
mons ~·ou sent, and several told me how 
much they enjo~•ed them (they were by Mr. 
Battersby). Mr. Drake has supplied; he 
was enabled to set forth some of those 
i,rlorious truths of that high doctrine man 
Paul. I have felt much encouraged from 
some bere expressing a desire to hear more 
of these Gospel truths proclaimed. 

J. PRICE. 

WOLLASTON. - ZION CHAPEL. On 
August 5, F. Fountain preached three ser
mons, full of the Gospel, by the help of the 
Holy Spirit. Our chapel was filled. We 
bless the Lord for sending him to us. The 
Lord continue to shine upon him. Some 
here do not like sound Gospel ; the pride of 
the world i,rets into our Churches. We pray 
God to enable us to -worship Him more in 
spirit and in truth, by a shower of blessings, 
to unite us together in the bou.ls of Christian 
love. REBECCA PA,RTRIDGE. 

BLACKBURN .-The Church and con
gregation worshipping under the pastoral 
care of our brother J. C. Archer, are pre
paring-if the Lord will-soon to erect a new 
substantial, and comfortable Baptist chapel 
in this immense town of_ industry and com
merce. We had three dJScourses on August 
12 bv C. W. Banks, and a lecture on the 
Monday, when very good collections were 
taken up toward the building fund. We 
anticipate a fuller chapter on this movement 
before long. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION.-August7th, 
at Providence, J. S. Anderson gave us a 
quiet sermon on "the dew." Friends enjoyed 
our happy tea. Brother Phillips -presided . 
he called T. J. Messer, C. W. Banks, C. 
Cornwell Benjamin Woodrow, and E. 
Lanf!ford to exhort the congref!ation; and 
each man came forward with zeal ana love, 
throwing rays of light upon Heaven's great 
wonder, salvation by Jesus the Lord. 

Bos TON.-" Canvasser" passing through 
and taking a view of " Boston Stump," in
quired for bis old friend, David Wilson. "He 
is long since dead, sir! " Alas! " Who now 
fills bis pulpit?" '' Mr. John Bolton, at 
present." Canvasserfound out Bethel ch&J?el, 
in Trinity-street; found good congregation 
attenti vel v listening to brother John Bolton, 
who was publishing the good news from the 
hiiitb throne ofhea\'en. f We have not heard 
of" Liq uorpond-street." 

" Two colleite ministers going to hear a 
preacher of experience, and the thrBShing 
he gave them." [No· marvel we are evil 
spoken of when men can thus wickedly 
desecrate the pulpit. Such unholy conduct 
o~gh~ to be exposed. We have no sympathy 
with 1t.l 

"A NORTHERN MESSENGER,, declares
the Baptist Bishop in these parts is not onl[ 
hard to hear, but exceedingly dry, illogica , 
and, in some things, confused and mystical. 
Quite satisfied, with himself-a common 
fault with many now. 

NOTES.-Poor Simeon Burns died in 
July, 1877. Both John and Thomas Wig
more have passed away long since. We 
were pained to bear of difficulties. Instru
mentally we brought John to London. He 
did well, but suffered much. What became 
of the residue we leave. Those professors 
who separate chief friends are not the 
happiest people in the world. What trials 
abound in those circles where only "the 
truth" is to be found ! " Leicester" and 
" Sleaford" we decline. Tribulation comes 
round to all in their turn. Good Thomas 
Taylor, of Crudwell, still preaches occasion
ally. We are strongly convinced that all 
those published expositions of strange con
duct ill becometb what we call the "Detective 
Herald;" but, when a man becomes rich, he 
gradually becomes fearless both of God and 
man; Jebu-like, he drives a perilous course. 
Give him the contineiifal minister's advice, 
'' If we are earthen vessels, let us not dash 
one against another." Kent-The man 
must leave. Is he sane? 

FULFILLING THE LAW OF CHRIST.
A lady by birth, by education, by possessions 
once, but lost by others, bas been for years 
more di.tressed than we could describe, 
says :-" I am in the lowest depths of 
poverty, with three depending upon my 
exertions; one bed-ridden for more than a
year, another just up from two month's 
sickness, and the third almost helpless. You 
know much of these trials, but I hope you 
are not without the necessaries of life, as I 
have been for some years. I was sorry to 
bear of the sickness in your family. I want 
some of your strong faith which I find in 
the EARTHEN VESSEL." [We have known 
this gifted, but down-trodden child of God, 
as a member of a Strict Baptist Church in 
one of the provinces for years. Rich 
Christians, how can we fulfil our Lord's law 
of pure benevolence?] 

HOME HEATHENISM. - Mr. Glover 
says :-" With all the progress the different 
sections of the Christian Church bas made, 
there is1 probably, as vast a mass of home 
heathenJSm to be assailed as when Whitfield 
went forth with such burning love and 
spiritual power." As we read the utterances 
of all the orators in Christendom, we fled 
they are frightened, and they Sclllnd the 
alarm ; but, that is all. Telegram from the 
Shields, says, "Our kind and pleasant friend 
has resigned bis pastorate there. The Church 
grieve to lose him; but the sharp Northern 
blasts are too much for his delicate frame." 
We hope he will find II Church nearer home. 



JOHN SLATE ANDERSON, 

Paator of 11,e Bapti,t Church J£eeti11/J at Zion Chapel, Nett1-cro11-road, 11.E. 



l}a:sfor iogn .Sla:tt inhtrson. 

" There stands the messenger of truth ; there stands 
The legate of the skies ; his theme Divine ; 
His office sacred ; his credentials clear. 
By Him the violated law speaks out, 
Its thunders! and by him (in strains as sweet 
As angels use) the Gospel whispers peace. 

He 'stablishes the strong, restores the weak, 
Reclaims the wanderer, binds the broken heart, 
And, arm'd himself in panoply complete 
Of heav'nly temper, furnishes with arms, 
Bright as his own, and trains, by every rule 
Of holy discipline, to glorious war, 
The sacramental host of God's elect. 

Are all such teachers 1 
Would to Heav'n they were." 

SUCH is the poet's portrait of the preachers God doth make, and 
send, and keep, and honour. If any man think the quotation 

above is not quite appropriate, or that it is given with motives not 
perfectly pnre, let him bow down his soul in solemn supplication to 
the God of all grace, beseeching the Great High Priest of onr profes
·sion so richly to endow the minister of whom we now attempt to write 
the briefest sketch, that, in continued blessed manifestations of the in
·dwelling power of the Holy Ghost, every word in our motto may be true to 
-demonstration, as we think it hitherto has been, in the favoured leader of 
those who meet to worship the Lord in that handsome and commodious 
·structure called" ZION CHAPEL," in the New Cross-road. 

From one of our largest pulpit platforms, the following sentences 
sounded forth the other day with an emphasis distinct and clear:-

He who thinks that the Christian ministry is an easy post had better try 
it. 'Twere better to be a galley-slave chained to the oar, than to be a minister 
-of the Gospel, if it were not for the strong consolations which support us in 
,the present, and for the Divine reward which there will be at the last. He 
who diligently discharges this solemn vocation, never knows rest or release 
from anxiety. His mind is always actively exercised in his Master's service, 
his heart bears about a load which it cannot shake off. He dreams of some who 
walk disorderly, and wakes to sigh and cry over others who grow cold or 
lukewarm. He must plough the stony ground, and he can but regret the loss 
•of his seed. He scatters the good seed on the way, and if it come not up by
and-bye, according to the promise, he crieth, " Who hath believed our report, 

.and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? ·• 

There are multitudes in the ministry who would not willingly 
exchange it for the condition of the "galley-slave chained to the oar." 
Here and there a mighty wrestler with God for the saving conversion 
-of souls unto Christ may be found. But it is to be feared such 
weepers, such soul-agonisers, such intense workers for the ingathe~ng 
and building up of God's elect, are comparatively few. We have lived 
to learn that pulpit weeping must not be always considered indicative 

VOL. XXXIII.-OCTOBER, 1877. 
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of solemn intercourse with the Almighty in the retirements of the 
study. 

Thousands upon thousands of " CHARGES " to pastors and preachers 
have been published, and volumes by wholesale have come forth from the 
press upon the work and office of the ministry; but surely nothing 
more comprehensive, more conclusive, more concise will ever be uttered 
than Paul's charge to Timothy, where in three lines the whole business, 
character, conduct, and aim of the New Testament pastor is manfully 
expressed:-

" Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
A workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
Rightly dividing the Word of truth;" 

An essay on preachers or of preaching is not the aim of this paper; 
if so, we might easily fill the number with material close at hand. We 
have only to furnish a slight review of the coming forth and the con
tinuance of the minister whose likeness we this month present unto
our friends. 

We would never unite in the cry, that" there are too many ministers 
by half! " The only cause of our bitter wail is, that the most of us, 
to this day, appear to labour almost in vain. 

Looking at the condition and slow growth of many of our Churches 
in these times, when we are swarming with millions of immortal souls,. 
we ask if the Lord had not raised up ROBERT RAIKES, if the Lord had 
not Divinely succeeded his work, and the efforts of his followers in 
the Sunday Schools, where now should we have been ? 

It must be a source of spiritual joy, of much gladness of heart, of 
holy thankfulness unto their Lord, that JOHN SLATE ANDERSON has not 
been allowed to labour in vain. From " The Silent Messenger, edited by 
J. S. Anderson," for the month of June, 1877, we make the following 
extract, which bespeaketh his gift for adaptation, while it witnesseth to
the blessings which attend his ministry. In the Messenger referred to, 
Mr. Anderson says:-

That was a grand sight the other week in Wales, when six miners were 
safely brought up out of the pit, where they had been imprisoned for ten 
days in the dark, and without food. lt'was like a resurrection from the dead; 
the ;hole country rejoiced at the news of their deliverance, and large sums of 
money have been subscribed for the rescuers and the rescued. But the 
salvation of a soul from the death, darkness, and bondage of sin by the power 
of the Holy Ghost is a greater and more glorious work. David compares it 
to being rescued from a pit, saying, " He brought me up also out of an horrible 
pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock." Believers alone 
experience, and they alone c~ see the glory of su~h a res_cue. We justly 
honour and praise the brave mmers who ventured their own hves and laboured 
hard to deliver their suffering friends. But Jesus laboured and then gave 
His life to save His enemies; for" while we were yet sinners Christ died for 
us." We had a grand sight at Zion on April 29th. Six people dead, buried, 
and raised again ! and hundreds came to see. We hope some of these may 
have been slain by the sword of the Spirit, and that in others old father Prejudice 
harl a wound of which he may die within them. It was a baptismal service, 
and six friends therein publicly" put on Christ." They first died. Death is 
a separation, and by grace the Christian is separated from the world, from a 
life of sin, and from the old covenant of works, and is united to Christ who 
redeemed him from the curse of the law-that is, from the penal punishment 
of sin. Being thus dead with Christ, he is symbolically hurierl with Him by 
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baptism. And like as Christ rose from the dead, so the obedient believer is 
raised up out of the water, and enters thus the Church (see Acts ii. 41). They 
"·received tlze Word," then in obedience to it" were baptized," and then they 
were "added" to the Church formally, and in accordance with the command 
-of Christ (Matt. xicviii. 19). ReaderJ lay aside all prejudice and take the 
Word of God as your only guide, and you will see that we Baptists are simply 
following the Lord and His apostles, and surely that must be right. And you 
see there is great signification in believers' baptism which preaches the Gospel 
to the eye, setting visibly before us the saints' union with their Lord in His 
•death, burial, and resurrection. May the Holy Spirit teach and guide you 
into the truth. 

On Lord's-day, May 6th, we received the six friends alluded to with seven 
-others into the Church, and that too was a glorious sight. 

But thousands of our readers may be ready to ask, " Who is JOHN 
SLATE ANDERSON ? From whence is he ? How came he into the 
ministry?" 

Carlyle says of Luther, he was" GREAT, not as a hewn obelisk; but as 
.an Alpine mountain, unsubduable granite, piercing far and wide into 
the heavens; yet in the clefts of it are fountains with green valleys, 
beautiful with flowers." 

Now look at the piGture, and although you cannot there see either the 
fountains flowing or the valleys blooming, you must admit there is the 
appearance of a man something like the Alpine mountain, in whose heart 
.and head are clefts, from whence are constantly issuing streams of 
vitalising and soul-confirming truth. Bless the Lord, our Churches are 
not yet left comfortless. 

All who have travelled into the extreme Northern parts of this 
kingdom have seen that the ancient city of Durham stands upon seven 
hills, that it is Rurrounded by others, some nearly 2,000 feet high. The 
river Wear, with woody and craggy scenery, renders it substantial, and 
elegantly varied in every point of view. 

Bordering the German Ocean, for the most part, reposes that 
country so rich in coal, iron, lime-stone, mill-stone, and other useful 
.substances. We have always believed, since we resided a little time in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne (when we preached there for those zealous 
brethren, I. C. Johnson, and John Vincent), that the real Northerners 
must eat and drink a large quantity of fluidical iron and coal, hence 
they become stalwart and strong, enduring almost any amount oflabour. 
Our Mu. ANDERSON is a good type in proof. If all men were as well
built, as sound, and robust as he is, the physicians might retire, the 
doctors would not be so numerous, and the quacks would cease to spend 
their thousands per annum in advertising their uni versa! remedies. 

His BIRTH AND Co:r.11NG TO LONDON. 

One morning in the lively month of May, when May was wont to 
smile upon us more cheerfully than she has done of late, ten years before 
the Test and Corporation Act was repealed, in an old farm house, in the 
parish of Stanhope, on the 18th of May, 1818, was this fine boy brought 
into the world. 

We will not call the world by any of the bad names good men too 
-often give unto it; tor although Satan, sin, delusions, and deaths often 
fill its inhabitants with horror and dismay, still to JOHN SLATE ANDERSON, 
and to millions of England's favoured children, it has been, through the 
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sovereign grace of our God and Saviour, anything but a wild and waste 
howling wilderness. We shall not designate our hero a poetical preacher~ 
Airy flights are not his fashion. But when silently musing on all 
the way the Lord has led him, we think he must, at times, exclaim :-

" Almighty King I whose wondrous hand 
Supports the weight of sea and land, 
Whose grace is such a boundless store, 
No heart shall break that sighs for more. 

Thy Providence supplies my food, 
And 'tis Thy blessing makes it good ; 
My soul is nourish'd by Thy Word, 
Let soul and body praise the Lord. 

My streams of outward comfort came 
From Him who built this earthly frame; 
Whate'er I want His bounty gives, 
By Him my soul for ever lives. 

Forgive the song that falls so low 
Beneath the gratitude I owe ; 
It means Thy praise, tho' 'tis so poor, 
An angel's song can do no more." 

Our ancient mother in Israel, Sarah, Abraham's wife, lived many· 
years before she had one son, and not very long after her Isaac was 
born she died. Not so with Mr. Anderson's mother, she had twelve 
children, and singularly enough this JOHN SLATE ANDERSON was the tenth 
child his fruitful mother did bear, and this OJ!.e the Lord was pleased to
take for Himself. Jeremiah was the tenth of David's mighty men, and 
in this family of the Andersons, of Stanhope, in the county of Durham, 
there was a tenth which returned to the Lord, and instrumentally has 
been a feeder of many precious souls. 

We have understood there was a minister of the Scotch Church 
at Wark, in Northumberland-John Slate.• The parents of our friend 
must have esteemed that minister, for so it came to pass they called 
their tenth child" JOHN SLATE ANDERSON." In the family there were 
five daughters. 

We conclude from all we can gather-albeit our knowledge of, and 
acquaintance with, the pastor of New-cross is comparatively scanty
that his education in early life was by no means neglected, but 
until about twenty-two years of age, he had no real concern for
the salvation of his soul. It was in the year 1840, about Christ
mas, while walking home one night that he was suddenly con
vinced of sin, of his position and condition as a guilty law-breaker· 
in the sight of a just and holy God. The distress of his soul was severe, 
intense, deep, altogether unknown to any but to those who have thus 
passed from death into life. All this he kept to himself as long as he 
could; but, the change was a real c;ne, it could not be hid. The only 
Dissenters in the neighbourhood were the W esleyans, and they sought 
him out ; and to them in Church fellowship he became united. 

Two years after this, in the summer of 1842, his health began to fail, 
and he was advised to come to London, and spend the winter with a 

* On Sep. 2, 1824, when J. S. was a little over six, his mother was instan
taneously killed by lightning, with her horse, while on her way across a lonely 
moor to hear old Mr. Slate preach. Sad event for poor Jack! 
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relative. On 1st of October, in that year, he arrived in London, only 
thinking of staying a fow months; bnt the purpose and providence of 
God have so ordered it, that in this metropolis he has, from that period, 
spent nearly all his time; and his progress from being" a young man,. 
out of the far dietant North, up to his long, happy, and successful pas
torate over one of the most flourishing Churches in our section, has 
been marked by mercies and blessings beyond our power of 
delineatfon. 

When he came to London, he knew experimentally little or nothing 
of the preciousness and power of THE GosPEL of the GRACE of Gon. Some 
gleams of hope harl occasionally relieved his soul; but for years he walked 
in legal bonds. He never had the privilege of sitting under a sound 
ministry. Hi~ deliverance was effected by the silent teaching and power 
of the HOLY GHOST, accompanied with a diligent and prayerful study of 
the blessed Book of Gon. 

NATURAL AND LEGAL WARFARE. 
Terrible as was his soul-trouble in the first stages of conviction, it was, 

if possible, ex~eeded by the inward conflict arising from the opening up 
and application to his heart of the doctrines of election, predestination, 
and the other distinguishing principles of Divine grace. He well knew 
with what enmity, hatred, rebellion, and determination the natural mind 
raves and rages against these God-glorifying elements in the work of the 
Church's salvation; and what death-like fears arise of being for ever 
excluded from the mercy of God, producing a state of mental and spiritual 
terror beyond all description. In this state of mind he was invited to hear 
the late Mr. Branch, of Waterloo-road: he went, full of prejudice. That 
good man preached free-grace in the morning, and free-will in the even
ing. But in spite of all, by the free-grace sermons Mr. Anderson's soul 
was brought into a goodly measure of hope and comfort ; he was baptized, 
and joined the Church. . 

In the early part of 1847, his attention was directed to the London 
City Mission, and he obtained an appointment in that Society, in the 
autumn of the same year; hence, he has been thirty years engaged in the 
preaching of the Word. 

In 1851, Mr. A. was appointed missionary to some 500 navies near 
Brighton, and he laboured amongst them and in the neighbonring vil
lages till 1857. A little chapel was built for him at Fishersgate, where 
there has been for years a Strict Baptist cause, though now it is very 
low. 

Through Mr. Atkinson, of Brighton, he was invited to supply ~t 
Bethesda, St Luke's, which resulted in his settlement there as pastor, m 
November, 1857-brethren Milner, Palmer, Dickerson, J. A. Jones, 
and Isaac, taking chief parts in the services. He laboured there suc
cessfully till the end of 1863, when a hearty and unanimous call 
from the Church at Deptford led to his settlement there, in January, 
1864. 

Of Mr. Anderson's work in the Mission service; the history of the 
New-cross Church; his leaving it for Bradford; his return to Zion again, 
many interesting incidents arise, which, the Lord permitting, will form 
a chapter for our November number. 

Although Mr. Anderson is now approaching his sixtieth year, he 
appears like a man in the prime of life. That he may yet see many, very 
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many happy years of usefulness in the Gospel ministry; yet see increas~ 
ing glories in the Persons of a Triune JEHOVAH; yet see crowds ·of 
seekers flocking to the happy gates of Gospel grace ; and ultimately see 
"THE KING in all His beauty; and the illimitable land of far distances;" 
and that many of us may meet in that kingdom where pride, prejudice, 
poverty of soul, broken hearts, divided Churches, and cruel criticisms, 
shall be known no more, is the intensely earnest prayer of 

C, W.B. 
Aug. 31, 1877. 

EIGHTEENTH CHAPTER OF JOB IN RHYME. 
1 

A GAIN Job ce&sed, a.gain the Shuhite spoke, 
....._'"l.._ And with these words a.t once the silence 

broke. 
2 

I pra.y you tell us, for we feign would know 
When you will terminate this wordy flow? 
We listened long to w0rds of force obscure, 
And now in tom your pa.tience would secure. 

3 
Why deem ye us to have but equ&.I worth 
With brutish bea.sts, the vilest of the e&rth? 

4 
With nnger dwelling in his troubled brea.st, 
Be knows no peace of mind or quiet rest. 
Shall &11 mankind in fear and dread of thee, 
From off the earth in wildest terror flee ? 
And &II things st&ble quit thy angry face 1 
Yea, e'en the rocks themselves desert their 

place! 
5 

The deeds of good men shed & kindly ra.y, 
And light on others through the doubtful way; 
The wicked fail to raise these beacon fires, 
The spark they kindle smoulders and expires. 

6 
As when within his t.ent, the lamp goes out, 
And leaves behind & veil of gloom and doubt, 
So sb&ll that spark that brightened all his mind, 
Fail in its light, and leave a night behind. 

7 
His feet that moved ere now with ease and 

strength, 
Shall mark their efforts by a shortening length ; 
And as at se&, with chart a.nd compass lost, 
By wind a.nd wave the labouring ship is tossed ; 
The temerons hand essays to steer the bark. 
w reeks on the rock through the impending 

dark; 
So he, by unwise counsel, rashly run, . 
Guides his own course, and finds that alls un

done. 
8 

The we.y pursued without sufficient care, 
His r.,.. a.re tra.pped within a seJr-eought snare. 

9 
His fa.te is sealed, his doom a likely hap, 
His trapping heels are caught within a tra.p ; 
His a.nx1ous eye shall w&tch with no avail; 
The robbers' ha.nd against him shall prevail. 

10 
The eye aoeured may throw ite gla.nce around, 
While sna.res a.re la.id beneath the treacheroUB 

ground. 

11 
On every side by horrid things puraued; 
A useless flight his erring feet delude • 

12 
Protra.cted hunger shall subdue his arm, 
And, near destrnction, foster gra.ve alarm. 

13 
Its tooth, de&th's first-born, with unfa.iling 

power, · 
His strength shall seize, and fln&lly devour. 

14 
Such things as gave a charm unto his life
His many children, e.nd his faithful wife-; 
His vast domains, and fast-increasing wea.lth; 
And. what more precious still, his robust he&lth, 
Shall worthless lie; his whilom rich estate, 
Uprooted by the ruthless hand of fa.te. 
And sadder yet: what waits on every ill; 
The fine.I drop that she.ll his life-cup 1111. 
This ha.nd shall lead him were that mon&rch 

reigns, 
O'er subjects bound in death's unyielding 

chains. · 
15 

Upon his house the curse of God shall f&ll, 
And fiery brimstone overwhelm it all. 

. -16 
His roots sh.e.ll yield to dryness and decay; 
His upper branches, too, shall pass away. 

17 
His deeds shall die, or good or ill their kind; 
No recollection of them left behind; 
Where once well-known npon the public place, 
His na.me shall leave no semblance of &. trace, 

18 
The avenging hand shall chase him from a.II 

light, 
And from the world to one eternal night. 

19 
No son nor nephew shall to him remain; 
His d welling-pl&.ce no kindred shall contain. 

20 
The coming ages, as in Job's own day, 
Shall hear this story with unmixed dlsme.y. 

21 
Can doubt destroy the strongest proof here 1 

shown, ~ 

That these misfortunes out of sin have grown? 
That here, where ruin holds unchecked control, 
Dwells in Its dark &bode & sinful soul. 

c. o. 
Cambridge. 

"AND while we sing, raise w; above 
The reach of every meaner thing ; 
From guilty stains Olll' souls set free, 
And tea.eh us how to worship Thee." 
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MR. ISAAC LEVINS OHN'S NARRATIVE. 
(Contmued from page 273.) 

PAINFUL CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN FATHER AND SON. 

TO my dearly-beloved parents; may you live long in joy, peace, and 
true happiness ! Amen. 

MY DEAR FATHER,-! am sure that I have no language with which 
.to express the deep sorrow of my heart and soul which I have felt since I 
received your letter, dated January 12, 1872. I would like to he able 
to let you know the feelings of my heart, but I know it is impossible 
for me to do so ; but I pray the Most High to be very gracious unto 
you, and reveal unto you the glorious truth which alone satisfies the 
longings of every heart. I know, dear father, that yon are living a 
holy life, and would to God that all Israel lived such lives as yon and 
my beloved mother. You know, dear father, that it has always been my 
desire to be very good, and honour you, my father and my mother, and obey 
the Taryag Mizwath.* How I longed to do the things which you told 
me pleased God ! Dear father, I must confess th1:1t I did all I knew that 
was required of me; but, to my regret, I never felt satisfied by being 
under the written and Oral laws ; you also remember, dear father, how 
I feared the moments of death, and my great responsibility before God. 
Nothing in the world seemed to satisfy my soul. Many and many 
letters I received from you which I almost worshipped, because I con
sidered your fatherly love and your holy counsel. I also visited many 
Jewish friends, asking them to teach me the way of salvation; but, 
alas! dear father, your letters, nor the teaching of all the friends who 
were kind enough to help me, could silence the yearning of my heart. 
But ever since I was convinced of the truth that the MESSIAH ru.s 
COME already, ap.d that the object of His advent was to seek and to 
save that which was lost, to redeerr. those who bad sold themselves as 
slaves to the passion of their hearts, to the power of sin and Satan ; 
that He came to comfort them that mourn; to give them beauty for 
ashes, joy for sorrow, and eternal rest to the heavy laden, in Him I arn 
satisfied. 

My beloved father, I know well that you do not like me to write so 
favourably of the Nazarene whom you hate; but, Oh, dear father, I 
remember when I hated Him; but, now, I thank the God of our 
fathers for bringing me out of the awful state I was in, and for 
revealing unto me the light of the Sun of Righteousness. The 
name of the Nazarene is hated by yon, but you like to write of 
persons or of any object you admire; I therefore write about the 
Nazarene, knowing what He bas done for me in order to save my ruined 
soul ; and as I love Him with all my soul, I cannot but help to write 
and speak of Him. 

Beloved father, believe me I do not write this letter to you merely 
for the sake of grieving you, as I know you are grieved ; but I write 
it praying that the God of our holy fathers may appear to you when 
you read this letter, and that you may be convinced as myself that 
there is no way of salvation but through Joshua, or JESUS, the 
Messiah, or Christ, who is the only Saviour through whom alone 

"' Six hundred and thirteen precepts which it is necessary for every Jew to 
obs.erve. 

w 
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sinners can be pardoned. Believe me, dear father, that if I could 
possibly convince you and make you believe the same truths which I 
am thankful for knowing, my life would not be too much a sacrifice for 
me in order to be the means of bringing you to the truth of Jesus 
Christ. 

Dear father, just one thing I would desire to impress upon your 
mind, that although I believe in Jesus Christ, and look to Him as the 
only hope of my salvation, yet I am willing and ready to give it all up 
if yon can only prove to me that the Christian religion is not the true 
religion; and as soon as you prove this to me, I will repent of all you 
think are errors, and make a public confession of them ( of course if I am 
in error); and will at once go to the great Dr. Adler,* and confess my 
sins before him, and before the whole congregation of Israel, if you 
,can only prove to me that I am in error. I will gladly, and with much 
pleasure, afflict my flesh for three years by fasting every Mouday and 
Thursday, and also go to the synagogue every day and prostrate myself 
at the door, and let every one tread over me ; but if you cannot prove 
it to me, then I must remain a b&liever in Him whose name I once 
hated, but which is now very sweet to me. 

Dear father, I hope you will not forget me-I am your son. You 
say in your last letter such things which grieve me very much; I hope 
that the fatherly love you have had towards me will still remain. I 
love you, my dear father; nothing is too much for me to give up for 
you ; hut I must say I love my JESUS more, and my life is not mine, 
but it is His. 

Dear father, the other day I was very much mterested in reading 
an account of the History of ( Yosif un) Josephus in the Hebrew 
language. I know that you have a copy at home; I am sure, dear 
father, you will gain instruction by it if you don't read it with a 
prejudiced spirit. If you refer to the History of Josephus, in the reign 
-0f Herod, in the time when Pontius Pilate was Governor in Jerusalem 
-if your book be printed in the same size and shape as mine, it will be 
in the eighteenth book and third chapter-you will find it reads 
thus:-

" There was about this time a wise Man, if it be lawful to call Him 
a Man for He was a doer of wonderful works, a Teacher of such men 
as receive the truth with µleasure. He drew over to Him both many 
-0f the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] CHRIST; and 
when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had 
condemned Him to the cross, those that loved Him at first did not for
sake Him; for He appeared uuto them alive again on the third day, 
as the Divine prophets foreto~d. T~ere are ten tho~sand oth~r 'Yonder
ful things recorded concermng Him; and the tnbe of Christians, so 
named after Him, are not extinct at this day." 

Now, dear father, is not this a great proof of the Divinity of Jesus 
Christ? 

Surely, dear father, which ever way we look and study, one cannot 
belp learning ~hat the MESSIAH has ~ome, and ~sr_ael, alas ! is in 
ignorance of thIB blessed truth. There 1s a very stnkmg prophecy by 
CHRIET JESUS, which proves to be fulfilled, and still is fulfilling, 

"' The chief Rabbi of England, 
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recorded in that little Book (the New Testament) which I sent to yon. 
You will find when JESUS was taken by our unfortunate ancestors, and 
by the barbarous Romans, to Gilgal (Golgotha) to be pat to death, several 
women walked with the great multitude and wept because of the 
affecting sight, seeing a young Man, in the vigour of His life, in the 
strength of' His manhood,suffer so bitterly; and they wept I Then Jesus 
said to the daughters of Jerusalem,'' Weep not for Me, but for yourselves 
and for your children;" and in another place, when our ancestors uttered 
the terrible words, "Crucify Him! His blood be upon us and our 
children." Now, when I consider those words of Jesus and the words 
of our ancestors, I am not surprised when I read in history of what 
our nation had to suffer. When I read that in the period of the year 
77, according to the Christian era, our beloved nation's blood was 
flowing in the streets of Jerusalem and Judea. Only think about 20,000 
of our precious ancestors were massacred in the neighbourhood of Cresarea; 
about 10,000 in Damascus; 10,000 in one night at Scythopolis; 50,000 
at Alexandria; 8,000 at Joppa; and in the holy city of Jerusalem 
about 1,100,000 perished, and aLout 97,000 were taken captives and 
made slaves. 

Dear father, was not this the fulfilment of the words of Christ ?
" Weep not for Me, but for yourselves and for your children;" also of 
the words of our brethren," His blood be upon ns and our children?" 

Dear father, my very earnest prayer is, that Israel may be brought 
to the knowledge and the truth which is in Jesus Christ; and Oh, that 
the time soon may come when the Spirit of grace and of supplication 
may be poured out upon Israel, and Israel may look to Him whom they 
have pierced, and mourn as one that mourns over his firstborn, and 
-a1.·knowledge Jehovah as the only true God, JESUS the Messiah, and the 
Holy Spirit as the only Comfo1ter and Sanctifier. I cannot write very 
much more in this letter; but I hope to be able to send yon another 
letter in a day or two. I shall be glad to send you my photograph 
when I write to you next time; and will also send you some English 
money for curiosity's sake, as you never saw such coins. Good-bye, 
dear father. 

I remain, my beloved father, 
Your ever-affectionate son, 

Palestine-place, Cambridge-heath, London, 
February 14, 1872. 

ISAAC LEVlL-VSOHN. 

MY FATHER'S SOLEMN REPLY. 
The following is the answer my father wrote to me after four of my 

letters which remained unanswered :-
MY LOVELIEST AND DEAREST SON lsAAc,-All that has happened 

to yon I know. You have turned aside out of the way of our Jewish 
religion, and have embraced another. Oh, my dear son Isaac, Isaac, 
Isaac ! have you forgotten that for seventeen years you dwelt with us, 
and that we your parents brought you up, and taught you to stand upon 
your legs? And now you have withdrawn yourself from us; your face is 
gone, and your religion is gone also. 

My dearest, loveliest child Isaac, Isaac I Remember, remember, 
remember ! Even before your birth you were a care to your mother. 
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Three years she bare you an infant in her arms. For two of these years 
yon sucked the milk of her breasts, and since then we have nurtured you. 
Have you forgotten all this ? Four years ago, when you were dangerously 
ill, and I told your mother to send you to the hospital, do you remember 
what your mother replied ?-" :M:y house is not for myself; my life is 
not for myself; they are for my dear child Isaac. He shall remain at 
home, and the physician shall visit him every day;" and now have you 
forgotten all this, and turned away from me your father, from your 
mother, from your sisters and brothers, and from all our family, and, 
worst of all, from God ? Remember these things, my son ! 

Ah! have you forgotten how, but two years ago on the day of 
atonement, while you were with us, we worshipped together in one 
synagogue, and prayed together out of one Prayer Book ? Last year, 
on the eve before the day of atonement-it was the day on which you 
arrived in London-we were sitting round the table, I, your mother, 
sisters, and brothers, when, all at once, we began every one of us to 
weep, and lament, and to cry aloud : "Woe unto us, for our beloved 
Isaac is not with us at home, and we shall see him no more ! " And 
then our friends and neighbours assembled in our house, and sought 
to comfort us; but your mother refused to be comforted. 

It was on the feast of Purim that we received the bad intelligence 
that you had become a meshumad. Imagine how we received it ! 
Your mother became sick and sightless ; myself I fell fainting to the 
ground ; all our children stooJ about us crying, weeping, and lament
ing. Then ·many people gathered round us, who lifted me up from the 
g-ronnd, and called me to life again, asking me, "what has happened? " 
What answer think you could I give? Your mother prays every day 
to God that He would put an end to her life, and wishes every minute 
to be dead rather than that she should live, and know that she has a,son 
a meshumad. 

:M:y dear son, all this has taken place ; but you yet have time to 
repent, and then at least you will be saved in the world to come. The 
advice that I give you is this-Come back home and become a pious 
Jew, and I shall agree to your marrying your aunt Rebekah's daughter,* 
and I shall procure you a situation. 

The Prefect in whose office you were a writer two years ago has 
promised me that on your return home he will again admit you; there is 
at the present time a vacancy for a young man. . 

For God's Name sake, my dear child, do not forget what I have 
written to you. Often read this letter, and bear in mind the tears 
which we are shedding for you-I, your mother, and all the family
that you alone of all our house have become_ a meshumad. But_ there_ is 
still more time for you. If you do not hke to come to Russia, wnte 
and say, and ask Dr. Adler to write and say that you have become a 
Jew; and then-I am again your father, and your mother is again your 

* When at home my mother ·wished that I should keep company with my aunt 
Rebekab's daughter; but my father did not agree to it. According to the nbove 
be seemed to have changed bis mind. I would also mention that it was npt my 
desire at all to keep company with her, nor of marrying her; hut according to 
manners and customs of the Jews in Eastern parts, the parents are concerned 
in it first. Full information on that question will be explained in my papers on 
the Jews, which I have promised to give (D.V.) in future numbers of THE 
EARTHEN VESSEL. 
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mother, and we shall be all to yon as we were before. Then if you 
wish to marry, my sister Rebekah's daughter shall come to London to 
Dr. Adler, and yon shall marry her; then yon will be happy. But if 
_you will not do this-if yon will not repent-then we will have nothing 
more to do with you, we want neither your money, nor photograph-nay, 
we will not count him ever to be our son who has become a meshumad; 
but we hope that, for the sake of my own, and of your mother's pious 
forefathers, and also for the sake of our little children, it shall never come 
to pass that you should be a meshumad. 

If yon do all this I write to you to do, we wish yon great happiness, 
and God will bless you; but if yon do not, then Farewell! Farewell! 
Farewell! I am not your father; your mother is no longer yours; your 
sisters and your brothers are no longer your relations, and you can no 
more claim at all the name of a Jew. Farewell ! Farewell ! Farewell ! 

On receipt of this letter I wrote about twenty-five letters, but, to my 
-sorrow, no answer came; and the last letter I sent, my father would 
not receive it from the postman; so it was returned to me. I then 
realised the sweet words of the Psalmist:-" When thy father and 
thy mother forsake thee, then the Lord will take thee up." 

I must say that I shall never forget the anguish of heart I felt when 
I received this letter. I prayed to the Lord to take my life, and longed 
for death rather than to live; and to know that father and mother, for 
whom I at all times could shed the very last drop of blood in my heart, 
·should cut me off. But then I considered that it was necessary for me, as a 
follower of Christ, to take up my cross and follow Him. During the whole 
-of my term I was in the Operative J ewi&h Converts' Institutions, I was as 
in a state of mourning. Often, when hard at work in the bookbinding 
or finishing departments, I cried bitterly when I considered the state of 
my beloved parents who had entirely cut me off. And why ? Because 
for the truth's sake, for righteousness' sake, and, above all, for JEsus' 
SAKE, 

(To be continiied.) 

SEVEN NOTES ON THE FORG !VENESS OF SINS. 

Incarnate God, I fly ; On Thy kind arms I fall ; 
"To the dear fountain of Thy blood, I A guilty, weak, a,.nd helpless worm, 

Here let me wash my spotted soul Be Thou my strength and righteousness, 
From crimes of deepest dye. My Jesus, and my All ! " 

W E sung these verses after sermon on Sunday evening, September 
2nd, 1877, just before coming to the Lord's table. Had been 

sitting in study, silently musing over those words in Psalm cxxx.
" But there is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared." 
And while thus wrapped up in contemplation, my mind was led (with
-out at all looking into THE BOOK) to travel through seven distinct 
Scriptural fields, where there appeared to me to be revealed that pre
eminently glorious word, that chiefest of all doctrines, that only really 
soul-satisfying portion of grace-I mean 

"THE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION BY THE REMISSION OF SINS." 

To my soul-all the catechisms and controversies in the world were as 
nothing compared with this momentous theme, this one comprehensive 
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blessing, to be enabled with David to say, "I acknowledged my sin 
unto THEE, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said "-(he came to a 
solemn determination before Almighty God to make a clean breast of 
it ; he wanted no lwmi.sh confessor; he would have nothing to do with 
any mere flounced-up, man-made priest. David's sin was too heavy 
upon his conscience for any man to speak it away; hence he says, "I 
said) 

" I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD, and THOU FOR
GA ,EST THE INIQUITY OF MY SIN." 

A man may believe all the Bible, in the letter of it. He may be a 
diligent Churchman, a consistent Congregationalist, a fiery-like and 
zealous Methodist, a sleek disciple of " the Brethren," a lofty and intel
lectual Presbyterian, yea, a Baptist, as Strict, as stout, and as strong 
as an oak; a man may be hyper-critical in doctrine, or awfully deep in 
the war between doubt and faith; any, or all of these, a man may be in 
measure, yet know or enjoy nothing of the real and eternal forgiveness 
of his sins, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. 

Not the slightest contempt would I cast upon any of the afore-named 
Christian professors. I look upon them all as much better than myself. 
But, as my soul was indulged to walk a little under the sweet sunshine 
of this beautifuJ rainbow, "the forgiveness of sins," it appeared to be 
the kernel of all vital godliness, while all tame or excited profession is 
but the shell. Clear enough it appeared to me that the Gospel of the 
grace of God is like unto a garden of nuts, a garden wherein multitudes 
may walk and talk, and are content therewith ; while to the burdened, 
the bruised, the contrite, the earnest sigher and seeker after the as
surance of salvation, this one'' secret of the Lord which is with them 
that fear Him," this one Divinely-planted nut-" the forgiveness of 
sins "-is, by the HOLY GHOST, opened up and given to some precious 
souls, in the receiving of which, and in the feeding upon which, tl:ey 
exceedingly rejoice; while many may pick np a piece or two of the 
mere shell and run off therewith, thinking, perhaps, this bit of the'shell 
is salvation I 

Man I Reader I Minister ! Whosoever thou art, let me. beseech of 
thee to lay down quietly in no attainment, in no position, short of 
this-" the knowledge of thy salvation by the forgiveness of sins." 
There is a thousand Mediterraneans, a million seas of heavenly truth 
in that triumphant stanza of the blessed Doctor:-

" li sin be pardoned, I'm secure ! 
Death hath no sting beside : 

The law gives sin its damning power, 
But Christ, my Ransom, died I " 

Some of ns are most certainly approaching the end of our journey. 
The boys and girls in the streets of Jerusalem may laugh and be merry 
with their little pieces of the shell. Let us " give Him no rest until 
He establish" us in this one essential fact, "the forgiveness of sins," 
for then shall" Jerusalem be a praise in the earth." 

If, by the shedding abroad of the love of God in the heart by the 
Holy Ghost ; if, by the sealing home of the new covenant promise in 
the soul; if, by a faith's view and application to the conscience of 
atoning blood, we realised this blessedness of the man "whose trans
gression is forgiven, whose sin is covered, unto whom the Lord im-
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pnteth not iniquity, in whose spirit is no guile;" if this blessing filled 
our life with holy praise, the pulpit-men would preach more from the 
~eart than from the brain, ~he pews would be better filled, yea, CHRIST 
In Gon would be more mamfestly glorious. 

This little river of delight first sprung up in my soul in a mourning
coach, while riding home to Squire Fuller's in Brixton, with his wife 
and sister, and the bereaved widower, friend Brett. 

When I sat down at home on the following afternoon, Psalm cxxx. 
came before me. I cried out-

I. What is it ?-It is forgiveness. 
II. Where is it ?-It is with the Lord. 
III. Why is it ?-That the Lord may be feared. 
Every soul that reverently, affectionately, confidingly fearetb the 

Lord is in Christ a sin-pardoned one. So believeth 
CHARLES WATERS BA..'fKS. 

[Seven notes next month.] 

TRIBULATION OF SOUL. 

DEAR SIR,-.A short paper headed Diversity, by the pastor of Earl
street Baptist Chapel, London, in your last issue of the EARTHEJ.'T 

VESSEL, touched a chord in my foelings and drew out my sympathies to 
the writer. Such diversity and conflict is, I am persuaded, known to 
the living in Jerusalem; but yet how little of it is chronicled now-a-days! 
Can it be that little is known? 

Any amount of prosaic generalisation, theological essays, as dry as 
desert sands, and as barren; elegant articles characterised by literary 
affectation, and written apparently to show not the spirituality, but the 
skill of the authors, and productive of neither benefit to the children 
of God nor glory to God Himself, crowd most of the religious magazines; 
matter descriptive of the inward conflict is cried down as "corruption'' 
and "morbid," and the pearls of Spirit-wrought experience are 
trampled under foot in the gates by " them that are at ease in Zion.'' 

While thinking this over that sweet and sublime hymn of Hart's came 
to mind: 

" Let us ask th' important question ; 
Brethren be not too secure ; 

What it is to be a Christian, 
How we may our hearts assure. 

Vain is all our best devotion, 
If on false foundations built ; 

True religion's more than notion, 
Something must be known and felt." 

In a note to me some time ago you truly remarked that we are all 
too confident. The Laodicean indictment will apply to us : " Because 
thou sayest I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of 
nothing, and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked." 

Yes, we are all too confident; for 

•' He that never doubted of his state, 
He may pe1·haps-perhaps he may too late," · 

says Cowper. 
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"The road to resolution lies by doubt, 
The next way h~me's the farthest way about," 

says Quarles. 
"I sometimes doubt (says Rutherford of blessed memory) whether 

Christ and I have ever shaken each other by the hand." 
Contrition is better than confidence. 0 for more faith and patience, 

seeing that there is a " needs-be'' for every stroke of the rod. Our 
desperately wicked heart · 

"Needs to be steeped in the briny wave 
Of affliction's billowy sea ; 

And salt tears must water its way to the grave, 
Ere it will from these vanities flee. 

It must ever be feeling the chastening smart, 
Alas I for the wandering heart." 

What puny little creatures we are compared to the spiritual veterans 
that have gone before us, one of whom wrote as follows : "I know of 
no greater blessing than health except pain and sickness." Sense of 
death is a friend of kin to life. The more sense, the more life; the more 
sense of sin, the less sin. Terrors of conscience cast us down, and yet 
without those terrors we cannot be raised up again. Fears and 
doubtings shake us, and yet without fears and doubtings we should 
soon sleep, and lose our hold on Christ. Tribulations and temptations 
will almost loose us at the root, and yet without them we cannot grow 
in grace. 

I am, dear sir, 
Yours in the pathway of tribulation, 

GEO. RUFFELL. 
23, George-street, St. John's, Deptford, 

August 16th, 1877. 

THE GLORIOUS HEALER. 

" He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds." 

LIFT np thy drooping bead, thou weary one ; 
Come, pour thy sorrows forth to God's dear Son; 
Tell Him the agony, the woe, the smart; 
Oh, come to Him, and He will heal thy heart. 

What is the nature of thy spirit's pain ? 
Have trusted ones proved treacherous and vain? 
Fond hopes lie scattered as earth's withered flowers, 
Thy joy departed with life's morning hours. 

Perhaps one loved too fondly bas been torn 
From thine embrace, and thou art now forlorn. 
Death does not sever friendships : thou sbalt rise 
And re-united be beyond the skies. 

How oft the weary, hungering to be blessed, 
Cry unto God for His eternal rest ; 
And so thy loved one, ere His sun went down, 
Bravely endured the cross-now wears the crown, 

And in the cold dark grave his coffined clay 
.Awaits the morn of the great judgment day. 
Thus-lingering o'er him breathe thy" last farewell," 
Till thou with him in heaven art called to dwell, 

MARION H. 
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F A ITH TRIED BY F IRE. 
"That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 

perishetb, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ."-! Peter i. 7. 

I.-THE FAI'.l'H INDICATED. 

" youR faith." The aµostle had described the people, he now 
refers to their faith. They were elect according to the fore

knowledge of God the Father, through sanctification, unto sprinkling of 
the blood of Jesus; consequently, their faith is the faith of God's el,eet. 
The first important consideration is the persons; the second, their 
works. As are the persons, so are their works. We expect devilish 
works from those who are of the wicked one ; sensual works from 
those who are sensual ; and works savouring of the earth from those who 
.are earthly. God accepted Abel and his offering. First, his person, 
then his work: his work was a work of faith: "By faith Abel offered 
a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain." No thanks to him, seeing the 
faith was God's gift to him personally. He (God) first changed his 
heart and then graciously inclined that renewed mind towards Himself 
by Christ Jesus the only Way to the Father. It is thus we expect 
spiritual works only from spiritual persons. "Do men gather grapes 
-0f thorns or figs of thistles ? " The tree is known by its fruit. The 
faith of the saints scattered abroad, to whom Peter wrote, was peculiar 
to the people who are peculiar in their person, relationships, and 
interests. It may be counterfeited, but the ring of the true metal is 
known to God, and to those who are of God. It is not the faith of 
-devils who believe and tremble, nor is it the faith of wicked men who 
believe and do not tremble; it is not the faith of miracles which one 
may have and yet be destitute of love, nor the faith of the formalist 
-0r stony-ground hearer who receives the word with joy, but having no 
.root in themselves, dureth for awhile and then f'alleth away-dreadful 
falling indeed. It is an untried faith which falls away ; and it comes 
to its work untried, not tested, and fails. It is the testing process 
which proves the strength of the cable. I saw some buildings once, 
.and inquired what they and the machinery were for, and was informed 
the Admiralty's chains, ships' cables, and such like, were tested there, 
every link separately, link by link, till the whole chain was tned; if 
-0ne link failed, the chain was put aside, as the strength of the chain is 
no greater than its weakest link. What a lesson ! 

Il.-THE TRIAL OF FAITH. 

First, it is by fire. The symbols used are gold and silver, which 
are tried by fire. God has several kinds of fire in constant nse
burn_ing, scorching, withering, and, lastly, melting fire. "As when the 
meltmg fire burneth." This is effected in case of hard metals only by 
blast. A strong current of air passing through the fire will greatly 
add to its strength, and thus the hardest metals, encased in the hardest 
rock, give way and flow out, and separate themselves from their native 
dross; but the _diamond will not give place to this fire ; ~everthele~s, 
God has a meltmg fire for the diamond, and man has discovered 1t. 
Electricity, or lightnin_q, will melt the diamond. It is God's fire, His 
melting fire, against which there is no resistance. Take care how you 
fight against God; He can direct against you in a moment one glance 
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of His eye-it is a flame of fire-and you are melted and gone. But 
th~s trial of which we. speak is precious-" The. trial of your faith 
bemg much more precious than of gold that per1sheth, though it be 
tried by fire." The trial itself iR more precious than the gold of earth 
which is tried by fire. Your faith is a precious treasure to you, for it 
is Christ's gift of love, and it is His work of power in you for your 
salvation, and brings to you all the preciou~ness there is in Him for 
your benefit, comfort, and salvation. The trial of your faith is precious 
to Him. " Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 
saints." He does not dei:pise but takes pleasure in the afflictions of His 
people. A dear sister writes: " We have both (her husband) been very 
much fn'ed concPrning it (his movement in Providence), fearing we 
1,hould do that which is not right in the sight of God." Oh, beloved, 
such trial of faith must be precious to our Beloved. "The Lord taketh 
pleasure in them that fear Hfrn." The trial here is not whether we 
shall succeed or not, what we shall eat or drink, but whether we shall 
in what we do offend Him whom we love most, and desire to please 
best of all. This is tl1e trial of faith, which is more precious than 
gold, more precious to God, and more prec-ions to the tried soul. You 
had better have this treasure-the fear of the Lord-than thousands 
of gold and silver. It is precious-a precious work, requiring skill, 
care, attention, long-suffering, or patience, and it is God's work; He· 
has not committed it to men, no, not the best; to ministers? Oh, no! 
"He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and He shall purify 
the sons of Levi." The work is too precious to go out ·of His hand. 
He sits over it till it is done, and He sees His own image and likeness. 
Then the issue is to the " praise and 11:lory at the appearing of Jesus." 
Then praise, and glory, and honour, and power shall be ascribed to Him
who is the Author and Finisher, Beginning and Ending, First and Last. 
Hallelujah! Amen. 

WM. TROTMAN. 
57, Old Town-street, Plymouth, Devon, 

July 3rd, 1877. 

THE PULPIT-THE PHESS-AND THE PEN. 

Mr. James Grant on the Plymouth of charity, they have some qualifications· 
Brethren. Their History and Heresies, for these so-called" Brethren." James 
reviewed by C. H. Spurgeon. This Grant and C. H. Spurgeon have well 
bunch of hyssop for "the Brethren " is peppered them; but they are so patient, 
full of a wholesome bitter. It is declared, so persevering, so partial to their own 
plainly, that the Darbyites are "the little line of things, that they will smile 
greatest troublers of the peace of Israel on and still pursue. Once, on the 
since the days of Ahab." Very strong borders of Wales, we sought an inter
sentence that ! The only people the view with one of the princes of these 
Plymouth Brethren cannot get hold of people, but be would not face us. In. 
are tboee who experimentally know the our constant journeyings we meet with 
truth as it is in Jesus, and, by the grace all sorts, but there. are none, to us, like 
of God. are steadfast in the faith. the good old-fashwned, the firm, the 
Nature makes some people out of a kind I faitb!ul, the sound.solid, New Testament 
of soft and slimy clay. A natural Baptls~s .. We are far from perfe~t, but 
conscience persuades them into the our prmc1ples and order of worship are 
semblance of some fi0rt of piety ; if with in th~ closest approximation to ~he 
these things they happen to have a little teachrngs of the Great Master. With 
like for talking, and a certain amount such ho~ts of "Lo I heres I " on all 
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hands, it ie increasingly binding upon ue 
to read, mark, learn, to inwardly digest, 
and to outwardly sbew forth, the mean
ing of that ponderous exhortation, 
" Fear none of those things which .thou 
sbalt suffer ; be thou faithful unto tfeatb, 
and I will give thee a crown of life." 

" The Climax " is the title of Dr. 
Doudney's leading paper in the Gospel 
Magazine for August, excellent and 
valuable in these times.-'.lne Rock, week 
after week, pursues the wretched 
enemies of a pure and holy worship 
with such piercing expositions that the 
Ritualists are made to wince and 
tremble. Mr. Berkeley's Catechism for 
young children is exposed in The Rock 
for August 3. Here is one extract :
Q. "What did the Saviour give the 
apostles power to do 7" A. " To make 
bread and wine into His body and 
blood." Q. "Did He give this power to 
any one else 7" A. "Yes; to the 
bishops and priests who came after
wards." Q. "How can we be freed from 
sin after baptism 7" A. "By absolu
tion." Q. "What is absolution 7" A. 

' "Forgiveness of sins." Q. "Who can 
give absolution 7" A. "The priest." 
Q. "What is necessary before we receive 
it 7 " A. " Penance." Q. How can we 
ensure penance 7 " A. " By confessing 
our sins." Q. "What. is it to confess 
our sins 7 " A. " To tell them one by 
one." 

"Early English Bibles." We antici
pate not only pleasure but much 
edification from a series of papers 
already commenced in '.lne .Ar_gonaut, 
from the express-train pen of William 
Winters, Fellow of the Royal Historical 
Society, which papers are to give 
historical notices of old Bibles, with 
biographies of the translators. We are 
delighted to find our esteemed corres
pondent is employed on a work of such 
paramount importance. We, if spared, 
shall thirst for many draughts from this 
Biblical, literary stream. 

The Banner of lS'l'ael is a weekly of 
considerable intellectual force and 
beauty. 

PUBLICATIONS BECEIVED.-Jf any 
one wishes to see a correct likeness of 
the sorrowful, the serious, the softly
sympatbetic. face of the Baroness 
Burdett Coutts, they must proclll'e Sep
tember pa1·t of Hand and Heart, at the 
office, 75, Shoe-lane, Fleet-street. She 
is the youngest daughter of that once 
popular politician, Sir Francis Burdett, 
whose election excitements in Covent
garden we well remember, although 
they occurred about sixty years since. 
The Baroness Burdett Coutts bas been a 
fountain of charity in erecting churches, 

water-wells, &c. But, we expect, poor 
Dissenters might perish ere she would 
feel justified in helping them. We do 
hope, with all her riches, that word 
which ,Jesus spake of one will not apply 
to this noble lady, "Is not rich toward 
God."-'.lne Fireside for September haFI 
a memoir of Robert Raikes, in which 
we feel greatly interested. The differ
ence between the city of Gloucester, when 
poor George Whitefield was a wild little 
boy-when Robert Raikes began to pull 
wretched boys and girls out of the. 
gutters, and to teach them lessons of 
honest morality, the vast difference be
tween what Gloucester was one hundred 
and fifty years ago, and what it is now 
that J. E. Bloomfield is the pastor of the 
Baptist Church in that city, is inde
scribably great. Is it possible that tbis 
nation ,viii continue to multiply and to 
improve as much during the next 
century a;s it has during the last ? If so, 
who will dare to question the approach 
of the millennium ?-Naomi, with Ruth 
clinging to her, while Orpab is walking 
from her, is elegantly pourtrayed in The 
l)ay of l)ays. Jane Dixon makes Ruth 
to Naomi to say-

u Thy great Jehovah hears my vow, 
And He will bless our way; 

To Him alone my knee shall bow 
At night and early day. 

Thy father's God who gave us breo.th 
Sheds light on what I do; 

There's but the icy hand of death 
Shall ever part us two." 

Home Words bas a merry picture and· 
some cheerful poetry on the harvest ; 
hut as we have watched the fields 
wherein the corn was weeping and 
waiting in the wet, and as we have con
versed with the anxious tillers of the 
land, we have realised deep sorrow. 
The terrible famine in India, the cruel 
war in Turkey, the panic-like condition 
of our own commerce and counts, are. 
enough to make us fall on our knees to
gether, crying for Mercy to tlll'n unto us 
with pardon and provision for Olll' time. 
-Old Jonathan becomes more juvenile, 
and brings us sweeter varieties every 
montb.-New flowers, new fruits, and 
bow to make the best of all that Nature 
can · produce, is given in Gardeners' 
Magazine.-Mr. Wilcockson's" Spiritual 
Magazine " is so well filled with the 
out-tlowings of heart-experience, that 
we sent it off per post to a blessed brother 
in Christ who is poor, afflicted, and 
often cast down.-Tbe best btmcb of
Green Leaves we have seen is that grown 
for September. John Inwards bas sup, 
plied a simple, but emphatic poem , 
there are also some charitable views on 
salvation broug bt out clearly. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

OPENING OF NEW BAPTIST CHAPEL, LOWER CLAPTON. 

IN Chatsworth-road, near the Powers
·croft-road, behind what was the Infant 
Orphan Asylum, stands the New Baptist 
chapel. put up by Mr. Edwin Langford 
and his friends ; it was first opened for 
public worship on Tuesday, September 
18, 1877. :M . .r. J. S. Anderson preached 
the sermon ; Charles Vl'ilson, Esq., pre
sided over the evening meeting. 

It was a pleasing sight to behold this 
new tabernacle filled with earnest 
seekers. Mr. Bonney pleaded with the 
Lord for His power and presence. The 
chairman was delighted with the place, 
and addressed the people in a lively and 
truth-lo,ing spirit. J. S. Anderson 
gave the first address, discovering some 
of the sacred mysteries contained in the 
book of Revelation, out of which he 
shewed forth the chief powers of the 
Gospel. Mr. Kennard, of Croydon, 
followed W. Alderson, and a statement 
of the affairs then appeared ; and the 
speech of the Walworth pastor was with 
heat and earnestness. 

The chairman called for a collection, 
amounting to £75. Pastor Langford 
reviewed the efforts made here and there 
until they came into this modern and 
commodious house for worship. A 
most discouraging, up-hill course had 
been pursued, leading us to the con
clusion that if, under such perplexing 
trials, Mr. Langford has, in measure, 
prospered, what may we not expect in 
the future ? A new field, a good chapel, 
and a host of friends. 

C. W. Banks thought this the most 
remarkable event in Mr. Langford's life. 
It is seven years since C. W. B. first 
found Mr. Langford in Newton Abbot; 
the Lord had brought Mr. Langford to 
London to plant a new cause in a new 
district. It will prosper. J. L. Meeres 
gave congratulatmg words. R. C. 
Bardens, with bis heart in tune, was one 
of N aphtali's race, giving homely and 
happy sentences. Over £50 was an
nounced as received that evening. With 
energy the chairman asked •for the 
remainder. Mr. Myerson poured forth 
a stream of Christian feeling. 

Messrs. Timms, Dearsly, Usher, 
Osmond, Mayhew, Matthew Branch, and 
-a crowd of friends rendered this a most 
auspicious gathering. 

But we must not thus leave Mr. 
Langford with the burden. The free
hold aite and building have cost, alto
.gether, near £900, and cheap indeed. 

About £350 has been raised. Over £500 
is required ; and the builder and land
owner require their money. Every 
Strict Baptist Church in London should 
at once give Mr. Langford a collection, 
while thousands in our countrv Churches 
must send in their help. • 

BISHOPSGATE STREET.-" A day 
in the country " is a line that becomes 
familiar to Londoners in the summer
time, mostly as a prelude to an appeal 
on behalf of some institution. On one 
of the fine days of September, children 
and friends connected with Artillery
street chapel, to the number of about 
200, had "a day in the country." In 
the morning half-a-dozen vans, with 
good sturdy horses, conveyed the friends 
to "Greenwood," the residence of Mrs. 
Harris, at Barnet, where, in the grounds 
and meadows connected with the estate, 
the company enjoyed a day free from 
the smoke and turmoil of the great city, 
and where fresh air and cheerful exercise 
gladdened the heart and created smiling 
faces. Substantial and abundant re
freshments were provided in a large 
barn, tastefully decorated for the 
occasion ; and under the care and 
management of Mr. Walter Howe and 
his wife, assisted by Miss Harris and 
friends, the day was made most agree
able; and (though we ought not to say 
it) we know "no appeal" was made, 
the whole expense being covered by 
those who took the management, and by 
the lady who entertained the company. 

PECKHAM RYE. - HEATON-ROAD 
CHAPEL. Anniversary services were 
held on Thursday, August 30. Three 
Gospel sermons were preached by Messrs. 
Varder, Shepherd, and Mead. There is 
a fine field of labour in Heaton-road for 
some sterling minister of Jesus Christ. 
The friends and supporters of the cause 
are zealous, loving, and seriously-mind
ful of New Testament order. 

W ALTHAMENSIS, 

NORWOOD-Ministe1·'s anniversary, 
Sept. 12. It is a critical time for minis
ters. There is a large supply, but the 
people say they are light weight. I can
not say so, but two things confirm it, 
Ministers are often changing, chapels are 
much deserted. This is a t1ying state 
for all parties. Is there no remedy ? 
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MR. EL VEN'S CALL TO THE 
MINISTRY. 

A further account of the recognitiun 
aervicea of Geo. Elven as the paator of 
tlto Strict Baptist Church at West 
Ham, which took place May 15, 1877. 
In a recent number we gave the account 

of Mr. Elven's call by grace; we now give 
his call to the ministry. He said,-

Soon after the Lord called me by His grace 
I had impressions that He intended me to 
speak in His great Name; but these impres
sions I tried to drive from my mind when I 
thought of my ignorance and incapacity for 
so great a work; but withal I could not 
prevent them, they were so strong at times 
that I felt sure I should have to preach. I 
have been convinced since that these impres
sions were from the Lord, and that they were 
given meat that early stage ofmy experience 
for very important ends, in order to prepare 
me in some means for the ministry. I bad 
token upon token that the matter was of the 
Lord. I might here say that the late Mr. 
Allen also bad thoughts that the Lord bad a 
work for me to do, and spoke to me several 
times about ii; and some of my fellow
members thought the same thing. However, 
I was dete1·mined not to put my band to the 
work until the Lord called me to it. Here I 
should say that op. one Lord's-day Mr. Allen 
was talking with bis deacons about his 
having to be absent from the prayer meeting 
on the following Monday evening, when he 
said:-" You may as well ask friend Elven 
to come and read a chapter, and if tue Lord 
should give him a word· be can speak it." 
The deacons came and asked me to do so, 
and after some hesitation I consented, and 
was led to ask the Lord to give me something 
to say. A sweet portion of the Word fell 
into my mind, upon which I attempted to 
meditate. I tbiak my mind was led by the 
Spirit into that portion. I went to chapel 
in the evenin1,1:, took my own seat thinking I 
should be called upon to take the desk. But 
one of the deacons took the desk himself, 
calling upon me to engage in prayer, and, 
after calling upon another brother or two to 
pray, he then gave !In address himself, 
knowing that I had _been solicited to do so. 
This seemed strange, but it was one of the 
means the Lord used to bring me into the 
ministry. The next day these words came 
into my mind, and followed me:-" What
soever I have told thee in secret pro
claim upon the house-top," when I said, 
" I cannot, Lord, for the opportunitv i• taken 
away." And then it struck me that I could 
do so by writing my thoughts down which I 
had had upon the said fortion and sending 
them to the editor O THE EARTHEN 
VESSEL, askinl!' him to put them into his 
magazine ii he thoug·ht they were worthy of 
it, having no other idea than their being 
useful to some of God's dear children, should 
the Holy Spirit bless the same to their souls. 
I did this not thinking anything more would 
come of it. About this time there was a 
minister who was engaged to preach at the 
)3aptist chapel. Richmond. He was taken ill 

and could not go. One of the Richmond 
deacons came to our brother C. W. Banks 
on the Saturday afternoon to ask him t~ 
send them a supply for the following Lord's
day. The editor could not think of any one 
but me; so be said to the deacon, I have a 
piece for publication from a younl!' man who 
I think has some ministerial gifts ; I will 
read the piece to you, and if you like to have 
him on those grounds I will semi to him and 
a.~k him to come. I am not aware that I had 
even spoken to brother Banks up to that 
time, so that God's hand was evidently in it 
as I think you will see. Accordingly th~ 
editor's son came to me about half-past ten 
on Saturday night for me to go and preach 
two sennons at Richmond on the following 
day. When the young man asked me if I 
would go, it came upon me so suddenly that 
it produced such an effect upon mv system I 
cannot describe. I named a to Mrs. Elven, 
who said to me, "There is a word come to my 
mind, ' What~oever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might.'" This greatly sur
prised me, for she was quite opposed to my 
being a minister, be~ause her father, Mr. 
Allen, bad been so roughl;; treated in the 
ministry, and she did not like that I should 
share the same. I still looked up to the Lord 
for direction while I kept the younll' man 

_ waiting, as I knew not what to do. I feared 
to refuse lest I should be fighting al!'ainst 
the Lord, knowing the impression• I bad 
previously been the subject ot; and thinking 
in this invitation I could discern the finger 
of God, yet I knew I'lOt bow to consent. 
However, I would not let the messenger go. 
until I bad taken him to my minister, Mr. 
Allen, to ask bis advice in this important 
matter. His reply was, "Well, Elven, it 
seems to me that the Lord bas opened a door 
for you; I cannot say do not go." After 
looking to the Lord once more, I said to the 
young man, " Well, then, with the blessing 
of the Lord I will go." When he was gone 
I began to think upon what was before me; 
to go into the_ pulpit and speak to the people 
all having their eyes upon me, never having 
iriven an address in publie; knowing bow 
timid I was, when I thought of these things 
I was completely overcome. Oh ! bow I 
wished that I had not consented. But while 
pacing about the room before the Lord in a 
state of great excitement, I was caused to 
pour out my soul unto Hirn, that even now, 
although I had pl"f'mised to go, yet if it were 
not His will, that He would cause something 
to take place to prevent it, or if it really was 
from Him, He would give me such a token 
of it, I might be sure it was from Him; and 
although my excitement was so great that I 
could scarcely close my eyes in sleep 
the whole night; yet, while I was 
thus asleep, there appeared a heavenly form 
in a dream. and said distinctly, "The 5th 
chapter of Peter." This awoke me out of my 
sleep. I got up and went to the Bible, 
opened it to look at that chapter. The first 
words my eves fell upon were "Willingly, 
not for filthy lucre, and of a ready mind." 
These word~ powerfully fell into my soul, 
and the effect this bad upon me was to assure 
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me that it wB!l the Lord who bad sent for me, 
and I was to go willingly, which settled the 
matter in my mind, and was the desired 
token for which I had so earnestly rrayed. 

This was a irrent comlort to me i11 the 
time of my extremity. I should have said 
that when I returneil home from my minister's 
bouse, my dear wife said to me, "I have a 
text tor you, it is ' Help, Lord, tor the 
godly man ceaseth.' " This wns the first text 
l preached from, and that given me hy one 
who had been quite against my becoming a 
minister. This will be thirty years Rgo, on 
the 22nd ol August next.Upon this text I was 
fa\'oured to meditate, and with ii. I went on 
my way to Richmond on the I ord's-day, 
trusting in the Lord with all my heart for 
ability to speak in His great Name, believing 
from what I had experienced that He had 
called me to do so. The time for service 
came, I took my text and commenced my 
discourse; and as soon as I .opened my mouth 
to speak, the Holy Ghost fell upon me in an 
overwhelming manner, so that I spoke uuder 
His sacred influence the whole time, with 
that blis.sful joy that I was affected to tears 
all the time I was speaking, which I tried to 
conceal ; aud before I could gel through the 
first head of my subject, the time was gone, 
and in the evening I resumerl my subject, 
nnd was as much under the influence of the 
Spirit as in the morning. This I call 
MY ORDINATION TO THE MINISTRY BY 

THE HOLY GHOST. 

From my experience at that time I felt a 
sweet satislaction that God had called me to 
the work. 

A few days after this I re.,eived an invita
tion to go and preach at Hadlow, in Kent. 
While on my way to Richmond that passage 
·of Hol.v Writ came with power to my soul, 
"The Lord trieth the righteous." When I 
received the invitation to l("O to Had low, this 
text came to my mind again, from which I 
preached three sermons. After I load done 
in the evening, the Hadlow friends invited 
tne to come down again that day fortnight. 
I felt I could not consent; I thought I had 
comµletely exhausted myself, and could ne\"er 
preach to them again. With this impression 
1 lelt Hadlow that night promising that if 
the Lord made it plain I would let them know. 
On the followiug Tuesday moruinir, as I was 
going 10 my business and was tbiukiugabout 
ha,·iug to irive the friends an answer, those 
}lreciuus words came to me, "As thy daysso 
shall thy strength be." Upon tb~ s~ren_gth 
of this I wrote and accepted the ,nv1tat1un, 
and when I went the second time I was better 
received than at first. 

After this, I continued to supply monthly 
at Hadlow for some time. The Lord then 
opened doors in other places, among them 
was the West-end chapel, Tring; and after 
the Church there bad beard me, it decided 
on iuviliug me and two other brethren to 
preach for several Sallllatbs in turn, 
that they might make a choice of one of the 
three tu oe lleard, in order to his becoming 
their pastor; the lot fell upon me. They 
gave me invitation to supply tor three 

months, which I hesitated In accepting1 
fearing that I ~hould not be able to flna 
matter enough to preach to the same people 
three times on Lord's-day for three mon tlis; 
but the Lord made the matter plain in 
answer to prayer, •o that I accepted it ; but 
I cannot dwell longer on my connectiuu with 
the Tring friends; will only ndd that I was 
very happy in the midst of the Lord's dear 
people there. They eventually gnve me a 
call to the pastorate, but I could not 
see 1t was the Lord's will that I 
should accept it; but I preached to them 
statedly for about three yeari. An I did not 
think it likely that I should accept tile 
pastorate, I resigned, and I trust the Lord 
blessed my l:,bours at Tring. I may name 
one case of the Lord's working by me at that 
place. When I had been meditating upon 
several portions of the Word for the Lord's
day, I wa.• led to desire the Lord to give me 
some text as a special meSEage to some of His 
people. While on my knees that 8cripture 
came upon my mind, " He that bath begun 
a good work in you will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ.'' With the text came a 
persuasion that this was a message lrom God. 
I took those words on the following Lord's
day morning, and introduced them by saying 
that from the way the text bad come to me, 
I was impressed that there was some one 
there who was troubled about their soul; 
that the Lord bad sent a message for them : 
that it was the Lord's work. He that had 
begun it would carry it on and finish it, and 
there was a person there that morning who 
bad come for the last time. She was in such 
distress of soul, and thought she should be 
lost; but she resolved she would go to the 
house of God once more and ask the Lord 
that if s!ie had any part or lot in His mercy, 
that He would cause the minister to come up 
that morning with something in such a 
remarkable way that she inigbt know it was 
for her. The Lord blessed the message to 
her soul, set her at liberty, and I baptized 
her. 

I preached in the town nearly twenty 
years after, at the other chapel, when in ran 
the same dear sister, exclaiming, " He that 
bath beirun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesu• Christ.'' While 
fulfilling my last three months at Tring, I 
received an invitation to preach to some 
friends who were meetiQg for worship in 
some upper rooms at Clapham. I preached 
ro them fur one 8abbath, and the Lord blc·s•ed 
the Word so that the people wished to hear 
me again. Eventually these people built a 
new chapel, and removed to 1t ; a Church 
was formed, and I wa.;i ordained as its pastor 
by brethren Allen, Wells, Foreman, and other 
minis1"rs took part in the services of the day. 
1 was much encouraged by the kind way 
brother Wells spoke to me, who said that he 
bad not beard Jess than two thousand relate 
rbe dealings of God with their souls, but 
with none was he more satisfied than with 
their pastor, Mr. Elven. Here the Lord 
hlessed my labours In calling of sinners, 
tirinj!"ing .outs Into liberty,_ and In feeding 
11nd profiting the .oula of His people gene-
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rally, end our brother PhilliJl!I, who will three days hi• joy was 110 great that he 
address us this evening, can bear t.estimony iwarce,ly knew whether he wa• in the body or 
to what I have said, as he was one of our out of it." We harl haptizin!f and additions 
members. to the Church; yet I felt th1& was not the 

It was not the Lord's will T should remain place for me to settle. 
there long. I wa• taken ill four years after I was then led to go to the Bapti,t chapel, 
I had preached statedly at Cl11ph11m, from Forest-lane. I was treated most kindly by 
over-work. I held an appointment in the the brother in orfice, Mr. Morter, by his 
War Office; my duties were very heavy at family, and the Ct111rch; out it is we,ll known 
the time of the Crimean War, From labour. that l coul<I not consent to mini,ter there 
of the ministry, and trial• I had to pas• any longer for con•cience sake. It is plain 
through, my nervous system became ex- to me the,re was a needs-he for me to go to 
hausted, which brought on cerebral and Forest-lane in order, noi: only that some 
spinal irritation, and it was considered hy my •hould be called into life under my 
doctors anti friend• that I should not get ministry, but that my going there was to be 
over it. While in t11is state I had two di,tinct the way an•I means of my cuming to West 
impressions in prayer that l should recover, Ham. In thi, I trust I can see the will of 
and you see I am still spared to recount the the Lord. On coming to West Ham I would 
goodness of the Lord to me. For seven long say that what I •aw, heard, and felt on the 
yearo I could neither preach, read, or think first Lord'•-day ol my preaching here made a 
upon any subject; and l scarcely remember I peculi•r impression on my minrl; the Lord 
having one pleasurable visit from my own was m•nifestly in our midst, of which I was 
beloved Lord during that period. But holy confirmed afterwards. Soon after this I had 
and blessed be His Name, when He met me a dream, in which I thought I wa. in a 
at the other end of that Joni\', dark, cold chariot witil a companion. We carue to a 
tunnel, and embraced my sod! once more in point w,re two roads met, one to the lelt and 
the arms of His love, I found that He bad one to the right. I !bought in my dream 
not chang-ed, but that He was still the same that we l:lrneJ to the road on the ri.fht band, 
in His affection towards me. He has highl.v which appeared to be on the assent, and 
favoured me with the enjoyment of His when some rHstance on the road I remarked 
presence both in private and puhlic since that to my companion that we were now on 
time. When it pleaied the Lord to re.store Mount Zion, a111I I really tnought in my 
me to a measure of health and strength dream that such was the case, and it ia my 
again, He appeared in the cloud of His impression that in my coming to this Church 
providence and Jed me thereby in mv mini~- at West Ham, I am come to :\Jouat Zion, 
terial course. When I wa< sufficiently that the Lord has been my eompauion and 
recovered I preached occasionally at Hope guide thereto; here have I enjoyed the pre
ebapel,Bethnal-green, wben my late-P.steemed sence of the Lord, both in preaching anti at 
brother Webb with others spoke to meabo,1t the prayer meetings; l have been a.s happy 
preaching to them with a view to a further con- l\S I could wish to be this side of heaven, and 
nection. I told him that my mind was not led I am inlormeol by our senior deacon that the 
that way. At the time that portion oftheWord Word has not been so abundantly blessed to 
eame with r,ower to my soul, " What doest the people since the death of their late dear 
thou here? ' And I received an invitation pa.<tor. It appears that I have the unaui
at the •ame time to preach two Lord's-days mous voice of the Church in their desire tor 
at Chelmsford. I preached there three month•; me to be their pastor; and I asked the conare
my testimony was hies.sad to many. Wuile gation to si,rnily their approval by givii:'a a 
there, brother Beach (with whom I used to goo,lcollection,am.litseemsthat the sum ;,as 
wo,.hip at Unicorn-yard chapel, under Mr. more than they bad got lor thirty vear,,, I 
Denham) came to see me, and asked me how love tile people increasingly, and ieel so at 
I would like to go to Harwich. Through home with tllem that I can, witll the help of 
him the Lord directed 111e to Harwich, where the Lord, give mysell up to labour lor them. 
I predcherl for three years; I received a call It would he right also here to say that while 
to the pastorate, but I thought it was not the thinkiug upon t11is important m,uter, desiring 
Lord'• design for me to be settled there. I to know the Lord's will, these words came 
think there were never so many added to the to my mind, "This is the way, walk ye in 
Church since Mr. Nicholas was their pastor, it." Aud while staying at Harwich, 111 the 
as there were during the time I was with time I was ab.,ut to receive the iuvitation 
them. Some of the mo•t remarkable in•taoces la.st autumn, one Sunday eveniug before I 
of the Lord's working by me were inconnec- went to chapel to hear brother Bland, I 
tion with that cause. ho1ved the k11ee of my soul and asked the 

From Harwich, I was led to Reboboth, Lord to give me some word of direction lrom 
Riding--house-street, Regent-circus, where tile ministry in this m,,tter, when, strauae to 
I preached for about two years, and received say, the miui•ter quoted these 1vo1·ds,"" I 
an invitation to become pastor. I could not have set sn opeu door before you which no 
accept it. The Lord had a work for me to man can shut." This strurk me immediately 
do. One brother (who had sat under Mr. as being from the Lord to me in answer to 
Wigmore fi,r years) thought be could not pra.ver, but it did not appear to belung to the 
hear me; he left the place, but was con- subject of the preacher. I do theu most 
strained to return; anti the Lord brought Mlemnly declare that why I have c·onsented 
him out of bondage unto Gospel liberty. He to be the oa•tor of this .1hurch is becauae I 
told the Church In my hea1·ing that " for believe it hi the Lord's will that I should do 90• 
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SPELDHURST ROAD CHAPEL 
SYMPATHETIC ~OCIETY. 

The serond annual meeting of the South 
Hackney Sympathetic Society was held in 
Speldhurst-road chapel on Tuesday, August 
21st. The service in the afternoon was of 
the ordinary kind. A sermon wa• preached 
by Mr. J. Vaughan, of Trinity chapel, 
Devonshire-road, on the words in Gal. vi. 
10 :-" As we have therefore opportunity, 
let us do g-ood unto all men, espet'ially unto 
them who are of the household of faith." 
After a refreshing tea, the eveninir meetinir 
was presided over by the pastor, Mr. C. W. 
Banks, who, after a hymn, called upon Mr. 
Cudlip, of Cheltenham, to pray, and then 
offered some remarks on the character of 
the meeting. The Sympathetic Society 
hnving been formed two ~•ears is still in en 
infantile state, and r•quires adriitional sub
scribers to add fresh life and ,·iirour to its 
many great component parts. The Society 
is under the admirable tripartite irovernment 
of ladies, members of Speldhurst-road chap,1, 
who have carefullv nursed the dear little 
thing from its bl.:th. "The object of the 
Society being to visit and relieve cases of 
distress and sickness, to seek out and to bring 
in lonely wanderers, and to adopt any course 
of benevolent, evangelical, or spiritual 
action which may be brouirht under its 
notice, the committee wouln he irlad to 
extend their efforts if friends will kind1y help 
them to do so by a donation either in money 
or in kind. Durinir the two years the." have 
been working, the Soriety has ,nven away 
a larp:e number of garments in needy cases, 
and has lent made-up boxes of linen and 
otherwise assisted." President, Mrs. C. W. 
Banks, wile of the pastor; Treasurer, Mrs. F. 
Jaquiery; Secretary, Mrs. E. It. Toms, who 
will be glad to enrol new subscribers. Ad
dress, 53; Carlton-road, Carlton-square, Mile
end. 

Mr. R. C. Bnrdens, of Hayes, gave some 
very encoura,nng words to the working 
committee and to the friends generally on 
the sufficiency of the grace of God, and the 
ble"l'inl!"• attending the po:ir in spirit. Mr. 
John W. Banks read a very interesting 
paper on the origin and prol!"Te"s of the 
Societv in which be says, "When I first saw 
the an~ouncement of the formation of this 
Society, I at once came to the conclusion 
that its name was given by my dear father 
[M,·. Cha~les ~aters Bank•J· . The ~ympa
tbetic Society 1s so cbaracter1,t1c of 1nm. If 
ever there was a man who possessed a sym
pathetie disposition, it is C. W. Banks; be is 
the very embodiment of sym path y, spiritually 
and naturally. If one a•ks of him a 
favour that is in bis power to perform, do 
you think be can say no? Not he! even 
tboul!,"h to accomplish it be has to sacrifice 
financial and domestic comfort. If any 
one says, Mr. Banks, will you come 
and help us? Will you come and 
preach for us on a Sunday 1 Do you think 
be can deny bim ? He cannot, thoul!,"h he 
knows it is ,ometimes hurtful to his friends 
here, and conseque11tly in many instances to 
himsell," Mr. J. Banks after treating 

largely on the practical natum ofsympathy, 
closed his remarks by A well-selected hymn of 
Horatius Bonar's, which runs thus:-

" Who lefr His throne of light above, 
O&me down to Bethlehem to prove 
To me His gre&t unchanging love? 

A symp&thislug Jesuel 
Who stayed at N&Z&roth, that we 
His love &ud williuguess might see, 
To save from sin and misery? 

A sympathising Jesus I 
Who ea.me a Mau of griefs and woe, 
On eo.rth His love for us to show? 
That we His truth and love might know? 

A sympathising Jesus!" 
Mr. J. W. Banks then read the report of 

the Society, so ably prepared by the Secre
tary, Mrs. Toms-viz., 

" It is with mingled feelings of gratitude 
and praise your committee are enabled to 
present their second annual report of the 
exi•tence and working of this little benevo
lent institution in connection with the 
Church of Christ in this place. In truth, it 
is like the cloud seen from the mountain top 
by Elijah's servant, only apparently as big 
as a man's band. But who can tell? Per
haps it may spreael by the blessing of Al
mighty God on our bumble efforts, till we 
behold showers of mercies all around de
scending, gladdening the hearts of thousands, 
both those who give and those who receive. 
For this we pray ; for this, by the help of the 
Lord, our energies shall be exerted; and for 
this we affectionately solicit the benevolent 
co-operation of all ou1· sympathising friends. 
• A word spoken in season, bow good is it.' 
And frequently, through a charitable act, 
access is gained to persons, whereby the 
words of eternal truth may be sounded in 
their ear•, which by the Eternal Spirit may 
be a lasrinl!' blessing to their immortal souls, 
and also a kind word of exhortation given to 
attend the house of God, sayinir, • Come with 
us, and we will do you good.' Thus our 
Speldburst-road chapel Sympathetic Society 
are desirous and determined to clothe the 
naked, feed the hungry, relieve the poor, and 
as far as p~ssihle to dry up the mourners' 
tears; beyond all, to show forth the unsearch
able riches of Christ, His precious blood and 
ril!"hteoumess. 

"Your :society have already in their visita
tions relieved twenty-three poor and needy 
cases with small sums of money. Have 
~-iven away eighty-five warm and serviceable· 
garments both to men and women, which 
were very thankfully received, beside at times 
lending their made-up boxes of Hoen wher
ever needed. Your committee have regularly 
met toge1her, on the fi1'St Thursday in each 
month, for making up the garment! for the 
poor, and hope to continue in thi• good work 
with iucrea,ed energy du1fog the coming 
year, hy the blessing of our God upon us. We 
are sorry in having to record the loss by 
death of two of ourmembera-namely, Miss 
Seward and Mrs. Waldock, yet hope our 
loss is their eternal gain. 

"Our finances exhibit an improvement on 
the past year, for which we are 1hnnkful; but 
a far greater supply ia r•qui~lte to meet the 
numerous cases 1·isiDg all around us. Our 
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total Income amounts lo .£22 5s. 9d., expen
•diture to ,£22 ls, Jn thanking our charitable 
friends for thP.ir past kind aid and assistance, 
let us remember that another winter is 
rnpldly approaching- us, and preparation must 
nt onr.e be made in making up a stock of 
warm and necessary garm,nts in flannels 
and calicoes; this means more money. May 
-our gracious God and Father incline the 
hearls of those who possess the means to help 
us, that the Speldhurst-road chapel Sympa
thetic Soeiety may be the channel ofun,peak
able benefit to the sick and diseased, the poor 
and the wretched, the widow and the father
less, doing good unto all men, e•pecially unto 
the household of faith. Thus abideth faith, 
hope, cha1·ity, but the greatest of these is 
ilharity ! " 

Mr. R. G. Edwards moved the arloption of 
the report, and gave some very helpful words 
-0n genuine sympathy, as developed in the 
works of nature and grace. Mr. Young sup
ported the adoption in a suitable and stirring 
speech on-predestination and its harmony with 
sympathy. 

Mr. Temple, of Bethnal-green, followed 
with some very sensible remarks on the praise
worthy efforts of the Society. W. Winters 
moved the nomination of t;,e three ladies to 
office for the year ensuing, and in doing so he 
made some remarks on the etymology of the 
word "sympathy." It bad been said that 
the word was not to be found in the Scriptures, 
which is true as regards our Au tborised 
Version ; but ii we consult the sacred language, 
as written by the inspired penman, we find it 
several times mentioned in the New Testa
ment, and approaches near to the word in 
ilOmmon use-e.g., aympathesai (see Heb. 
iv. 15), (I) with regard to the love of 
Christ, (2) the exercise of true godliness in 
the daily career of His people ( l Peter iii. 
-8, sympathesis). 

Mr. Langford seconded the nomination 
with a hearty speech, and Mr. Isaac Levin
sohn moved a vote of thanks to the commit
tee, the sister workers of the Society, and 
gave them some very wholesome and prac
tical remarks drawn chiefly from his past 
career when a wanderer and poor. Mr. 
Samuel Banks seconded the vote of thanks 
"in a very suitable address, A vote of thanks 
to the chairman brouJ!,'ht the happy meeling 
to a close. The Strict Baptist brelhren aud 
·sisters in Speldhurst-road chapel are deter
mined by God's help to be useful not only 
to the poor inside of the Church, but to the 
indigent of South Hackney, In some 
places the Strict Baptists have long borne 
peacefully the obloquy of many, and 
are branded as a do-nothing, sit-still, 
isolated, stiff, cold, rigid class ol be
ings; but the1·e ore certain movements of a 
truly Christion character in their midst 
which entitle them 110 longer to these ill
chosen epithets, and one of the many move
ments in the right direction i• the establish
ment of the Sympathetic Society of South 
Hackney. 

W, WINT.ERB, 
Waltham Abbey, 

A YOUNG SOLDIER JN CAN ADA. 
DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST JEsus,

Grace, mercy, and peace, flow to you from 
the eternal Three-in-One, and to the whole 
Israel of G~d. Amen. 

I wl'ite -. few lines to let you know there 
are some, even in London Canada, who love 
the truth as it i• in ,Jesus. 

Your EARTHEN VESSEL we love to re
ceive, coming, as it rloes, laden with the 
precious things of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
J often wish we had Churches in our midst 
where the faith once delivered to the saints 
was earnestly contended for. Alas, they are 
tew ! Brother Thomas A. Hall, once livinir in 
Aylesbury, whose letter appeared in the 
VESSEL, February, 1876, lives near me. He 
mentioned in his letter Mrs. Hewitt and her 
grandson, I might say brother Hall made 
a mistake in saying that she was a member 
of the late J. Wells. For many years she 
was a member of Zion chapel, sitting under 
the ministry of Mr. Nunn, and afterwards a 
member of Avenue chapel, Camden-town. 
Her grandson i• the wrirn of these lines; and 
I trust by the distinguishing mercy and love 
of Jehovah, I have been brought to know and 
to love the truth as it is in Jesus, and the 
truth has made me free; and I do realise that 
God has called me to preach the everlasting 
Gospel, and my continual prayer to the Lord 
is, that He will make me an able minister of 
the new covenant, rightly dividing the 
Word of truth. Amen. 

For the last five month.< I have been preach
ing at Lobo, about twelve miles from here, in 
the Covenanted Baptist Church. They hold 
the precious, glorious, and soul-comforting 
doctrines of distinguishing grace; much 
sweet fellowship in the things of the Gospel 
have I enjoyed with them. The Lord has 
been pleased to bless the word of His servant 
to the salvation of one precious soul, a mother 
of a family. :c'he was cut down, wounded, 
built up, and healed, and is now rejoicing in 
Christ, her feet being set upon the Rock of 
Ages. Oh, what overflowing of heart did I 
experience when I learned from bet• own lips 
bow the Lord had blessed the hearing of lhe 
word preached by His unworthy servant to 
her soul so that she could joy in His ,alva
tion. Oh, how effectual is the work of the 
Holy Spirit in regeneration! I was fav?ur~d 
four weeks ago to see her put on Ctmst m 
baptism (the first seal to my ministr.,· as far 
as I know). There are other souls under con
victions of sin an,1 seeking to know Christ 
Jesus a, their salvation. Thus my soul is 
encouraged to preach the blessed Gospel, de
clared to be the power of God to salvation 
when accompanied by the Spirit Jehovah to 
the henrts of men. 

I am often cheered with Cheering Words. 
I have six of them every month wluch I give 
nway; I must increase the number to one 
dozen for the same purpo.•e. 

I notice, through the VESSEL, you have a 
yoo.nit Israelite, indeed, among you and 
with you. Mv prayer to God is, that his 
ministry may 'prove, by God's bless.ing, a 
gracious blessing to the Strict Baptist 
Churches. 
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Hoping our God will spare you to the 
Churches, that He will still own and bless 
your laboul'!I to the ingathering and ediftca
tion of His chosen people, and that great 
grace may be upon the Strict Baptist 
Churches and all the Israel of God, I remain 
yours for e,•er in Christ Jesus'- ' 

FRED. W. KEENE, 
200, Albert-street, London, Canada. 
[Thank you, brother Keene. The Lord 

bless_you more and more. We hope to write 
you m answer to your question.-ED.) 

BEXLEY HEATH, KENT-" This is a 
healthy place," say some doctors. " Religion 
flourishes here ? " My college Lexicon tP.11s 
me, "Reli11:ion means something put on," 
and there are religions put on which flourish 
here. The Archbishop of Canterbury has 
consecrated a grand new church. The 
Conl!T('gationalists ha,•e a nearly new Church. 
Trinity chapel bas a new minister. I asked 
my friend, who heard this gentleman twice, 
what religion be held up ? In the morning 
we bad a few quiet comparisons, in the 
evening a " Whosoever will" sort of sermon. 
Do you honestly believe that these ministers 
who mix up faith and work•, the Creator and 
creature, who "offer" Christ to all; telling 
all that each and all can be saved if they like
do the<e men benefit the souls of the people ? 
"Mystery,"says my friend; "itisapopular 
and well-paying st~le. How the eternal 
Judge at the last will decide upon it remains 
unanswered hv me. My natural feelings are 
favourably disposed towards all who honestly 
stand out on the Lord's side. At the same 
time there is a strong, a very determined, 
an unalterable spirit in me that will n..,t be
lieve anything as being pleasing to God but 
what was revealed unto the patriarchs, 
prophets, and apostles by the Holy Ghost. 
Anything added to that or taken trom thatis 
dangerous." Some in our company bad been 
to the orig-inal Baptist chapel, and had beard 
one George Webb. Ah, quoth John, we 
had two pleasant holiday se1·mon;;, short and 
sweet. This Mr. G. Webb bas been indul~ed 
by nature wifo excellent qualifications. His 
frontispiece is pleasing, voice good, delivery 
most excellent. He is scholastic, a wide 
reader, but he appears to prefer supplying, 
rather than a fixed pastorate. Lessness-beatb 
still holds its ven. pastor, kind brotberAvery. 
Mr. Brittain gave them their harvest sermon. 
Isaac Charles Johnson, Esq., pre,ided, and 
other gentlemen spoke their mind. Old 
Bexley chapel hold• fast, and Foot's Cray has 
a growinl!' neighbourhood. Crayford once 
had a hopeful assembly. Some changes are 
unpleasant. More of this part when conve
nient. 

GODMANCHESTER.-Our Cambridge
street Church bas lost its pastor, Mr. 
Thomas Godwin, who died at seventy-four 
years of age, on the Lord's-day, August 5, 
1877. He was esteemed as a pl'eaeber of 
Christian experience, as a man who feared 
God, had a true faith in the Son of God was 
taul!'bt hy the Spirit of God, and is gone home 
to the kingdom of God. Amen, 

PUBLIC RECOGNITION OP MR. KERN 
As PASTOR OP 'BBTHBSDA CHURCH, 

IPSWICH, 

Interesting meetings of friends of Bethesda 
chapel were on Wednesday, August 12th, at 
the recognition of Mr. Kern as pastor of the 
Church, The thoufihful brethren in office 
considered the printmg of bills and other 
modes of public advertisments superftuous, 
still many earnest hearers came to bear our 
brother George Wehbpreach. After sermon 
the friends met in the Town Hall; an 
excellent tea was provided by the kindness ot 
Mr. andMrs.Sayerin unison with the atten
tive deacons. The friends then returned to 
chapel ready for the evening meeting. W. 
Beaeh, Esq., was chosen moderato1·, which 
part he performed with consi,lerable appro
priatenes,,, gravity and ease. Opening hymn, 
by W. Winters, 

" Come Thou fount of every blessing,,, 
was followed by prayer offered by Mr. 
Morling. The chairman, in introducing the. 
subject of the meeting, spoke of the many 
blessings realised by the Church in associa
tion with their late pastor Mr. Poock, who 
for 35 years had been spared and honoured 
to preach the Gospelin Ipswich. Mr. Beach 
then asked Mr. W. Kern, the pa•tor eleet, 
to state his call by grace. Mr. Kern said he 
first saw the light of nature on .August 12, 
1836; was a sickly and weak child ; his life 
was daily despaired of by all but !Jis mother, 
who was a very godly woman. For the first 
17 years of his life be was in the service of 
Satan, but in 1853 he met with a seJious 
accident at Horsham, of which he could 
afterwards sing, 

u Preserved in Jesus when 
My feet made baste to hell; 

And there r should have been, 
But Thou dost all things well.11 

From which period he received many helps 
and spiritual blessings under Mr. James 
Osborne, Mr. Spencer, Mr. Hanks, and the 
late Mr. James Wells, by whom be was 
baptized in 1859, with 45 others. In 1867-S 
be was seriously anxious about the work of 
the ministry, and was greatly encouraged 
under a seJ"mon preached by Mr. Hazelton; 
and after being called to read and prav in & 
private cottage several times, he· was 
effectually brought into the work of the 
ministry. His first sermon to the friends at 
Guildford was preached in 1871, and his last 
iu 1877. Mr. Kern stated bis view of the 
cardinal doctrines be intended to preach. 
and the Gospel order be, in coujunction with 
the Church, hoped to follow. 'fhis all being 
satisfactory Mr. Beach requested the deacon 
to give an account of the way in which the 
Church was first led to invite Mr. Kern. 
Mr. Churchyard expressed his satisfaction ot 
the Church's call, he himself bting the chief 
instrument in God's !,and in finding out 
Mr. Kern. The venerable Mr. Poock then 
gave Mr. Kern the right hand of fellowship, 
in the name of the Church, and his approba
tion of the union. Mr. Beach expressed his. 
satisfaction and the Church al•o showed signs 
of app1·oval. That part of the service WBB 
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crowned by the apPl'OPriate wonls in the last 
of Numbel'll vi. bemg read by the chairman. 
The ministerial brethren gave Mr. Kero the 
frlenrlly grip, and wi•hed him God-speed. 
After which Mr. Wilkins gave out a hvmn 
composed for the ooca.,ioo, and brethren 
Whorlow, Winters, Cock, and Woodard 
addressed the pastor and Church on the 
sacred nature of the union just sealed. 
Brethren Brown, Brand, Lamb, Large, and 
other ministerial friends were present. It is 
to be hoped that peace and unity on true 
Gospel principles will Jong be experienced by 
the pastor and bis flock. In the name of the 
r.astor there is something suggestive-i.,., 
'A foot-soldier lightly armed with a dart;" 

strictly Hibernian, and indicative of con
quest. May the conquest be through the blood 
of the Lamb, and every newcovenaotblessing 
attend the eventful circum.tances of the 
12th of September in relation to Bethesda, is 
the real desire of w. WINTERS. 

Churchyard, Waltham Abbey, 
Sept. 14, 1877. 

ENFIELD HIGHWAY.-The friends at 
Providence held their anniversary and 
tbank•giving meeting on Tuesday, August 
H, 1877. In the afternoon, after singing, 
brother Meeres preached a very encouraging 
discourse from the words," Cast.thy burden 
upon the Lord," &c. At the evening meet
ing, a letter from J, Mote, Esq., was read, 
expres.sing regret at not being able to be with 
us. Brother Phillips was requested to take 
the chair. After singing, nnd readin!l", and 
a few remarks by the chairman, Mr. Kemp 
asked the Lord's blessing ; a short report was 
then read, showing the course pursued in 
connection with this movement from the com
mencement till the present time; expressive 
also of the gratitude of this Church to the 
Lord for the kind providence which had 
watched over them and crowned their efforts 
with success; also acknowledging wilb 
thankfulness the kindness of those Churches 
and friends generally who have assisted, and 
of the committee in particular who have not 
relaxed their efforts until this buildiu1r is free 
from all debt and secured to the Church. 
Brethren Winter•, Bowels, Langford, Wood
ard, and Kemp, delivered encouraging 
addreMes. Brother M eeres, in a few con
gratulatory remarks, took a retrospective 
yiew of our position by referring to the open
lDI!' of the chapel in 1875, and to au address 
delivered on that occasion by himself from 
the words of H airgni, " Fear ye not ; " and 
while this little Church bns had its difficulties 
to contend with during the progress of this 
work, yet we feel the Lord bas led us on nnd 
that His blessing bas been with us, and 
at this thanksgiving meeting the presence 
and blessing of the Lord was lelt and enjoyed 
by many present; and this, one of the most 
successful and comfortable meetings, both as 
regards pecuniary matters as well as the 
number ol lriends present, that bas vet been 
held in the chapel, was brouirbt to a 'close by 
the chairman again asking the Lord's 
blessiog. 

R.A. 

TltE GREAT WORK OF PREACHING 
THE GOSPEL. 

WHAT IT 18 ! WHAT IT IS NOT! 
[" Without controversy, great is the mystery 

of godliness; " even in the proclamation of 
it, there is, to many, a deep mystery. The 
subject is being urged upon us. Some of 
the papers written by various brethren, w& 
think, will be read with some edifying 
advantage.-Ho.) 
DEAR SIR,-There is much said in these 

days about preaching to sinners. I cannot 
see the utility of calling upon dead sinners 
to live. Bat, some a.•k, Are we not doing 
the will of God in proclaiminir the Go,pel to 
every creature? Did not the Lord Jesus 
Christ command His disciples to do so? and 
have not we a right to do the same? Bat, 
surely preaching the Gospel to every creature 
bas nothing to do with calling upon those 
who are dead in trespa.sses anrl sins to arise. 
and live! Did our blessed Lord give this 
command to His disciples in order that the 
whole world might be saved? I think not; 
but rather, in order that the elect might be 
gathPred from East, West, North, and South, 
that out of every trihe and tODf?ue a people, 
who were predeslinated to eternal glory, 
might, by the grace of God, be brouirht unto 
Christ, the hope of glory. The Gospel ! 
What is it? Something to be obtained by 
men at their pleasure or will ? something 
which they can buy or merit? Nay, but 
good news, or glad tidings, which shall be to 
all people ; that i•, the elect are not confined 
to one nation, but a remnant accordinf? to 
the election of grace is brought in from 
every nation. The Gospel i• a declaration of 
mercy, grace, and love 10 the redeemed, and 
all who are led by the Holy Spirit to trust in 
the finished work of Christ are elect ; the 
very fact of their trust or faith is positive 
proof of this, for without the Spirit we are 
blind or dead, therefore have no will or power 
in the matter. But, say some, did not 
Christ tell the Jews they would not ~ome to 
Him that they might have life? True; hut 
what has that to rlo with the proffer of life 
to the non-elect which we hear so much 
about? The Jews boasted of their knowledge, 
and thought tbemsl'lves to be far in advance 
of the Gen tile world ; they professed to 
know the true and living God, and to be His 
people. Christ, knowing their hearts, says 
to them "Ye will not come to Me, that ye 
might h'ave life. I am the source of spiritual 
and eternal life ; yet ye will not come to 
Me " which shows plainly they were 
destitute of the desire of comin11; to Christ 
or receiving the blessings of His salvation. 
He does not tell them they mi11;ht ii they 
liked; neither does He tell them He iii 
longing for their salvation. Nay, the very 
fact of their unwillingness pro,•es to the 
contrary ; for the people of God are a willing 
people in the day of His power. No doubt, 
some of those then hearing Him were after
wards brought to a knowledge of the truth 
as ii is in Jesus, and to enjoy the blessings of 
His everlasting covenant, and are now 
luting the blissof the celestial city,enjoyiug 
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in unclouded day the li!!'ht of Hi1 counte
nance. I think Chri1t meant to teach us 
by this that men in their unregenerate state, 
however excellent they may be, or however 
great their profession, or moral excellencies, 
or amiabilities, they cannot believe in, or 
come to, Him except the Father draw them; 
" Exr.ept a man be born again, or from above, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

T. HousB. 
7, Chance-row, Tottenham. 

WHAT WILL THAT CHANGE BE? 
BY THE AUTHOR OF "THE PROPHETIC 

KINGDOMS." 

I am glad you often contemplate tbe great 
change ; l suppose it is as you say : " We 
mus(depart to know it." The great apostle 
of the Gen tiles said, " I die daily," so that 
he accustomed himself to think of the change; 
and 111•hen he bad it in imm.erliate prospect, 
he said " I am ready to be offered up: " also 
he kn:w what awaited him-" The crown 
of righteousness "-and was certain of it. 

Whatever our feelings may be at times, 
the hope is always the same. And of this I 
feel quite certain, ii God bad not made the 
first O\•ertures of peace, we should never 
have sought reconciliation with Him. 

Like our first lather Adam we try to hide 
ourselves; but when we hear the voice of God 
within a,king, " Where art thou? " then 
beg ins the conflict. I dare say Adam would 
have been content with his fig-leaf dress, if 
God had not sought him out, convinced him 
of his sin, promised him a Saviour, and 
clothed him. How very much Gospel there 
is in those few lines? And it's the very 
same Gospel now that is efficacious. Man 
may make his fig-leaf protessio~? but unless 
he is wr9ugkt upon by the Spmt to know 
his own nakedness, even after be bas put 
that on be need not think to bide his defor
mitv wltb it. For the Scripture saith, " Be 
not.deceived God isnotmocked." No,it's a 
carnal devic~ altogether, a deception of Satan, 
to suppose a man can begin aright bimiell. 
What is this fig-leaf i,rolession but some
thing which the deluded man_ thinks _will 
render him more acceptable 10 the sight 
of God ? But did it avail Adall! any
thing? Oh, no. For God searched him out. 
" Who told thee thou wast naked? Hast thou 
·eaten of the fruit that I forbid thee? " And 
when he bad got to the end of the 
secret and the woman confessed that the 
serpe~t beguiled her, God did not curse 
Adam but cursed the serpent and the ground, 
promi.:ed Adam a Saviour, a~d in. effect 
told him that through much tnbulation he 
must enter the kingdom. 

100, High Cross-street, Leicester. 

BATH.-Mr. John Huntley's seventeenth 
anniversarv as pastor of the Church in Wid
combe chapel was commemorated early in 
September, when there '."'ere baptizings, 
preachings, public assembhes, and speeebes, 
-and a handsome testimonial co the pastor, 
who is one of the happiest in all England. 

DEDICATION OF SA.LEM PAR
SONAGE. 

No proceedings whicb It has been our 
privilege of chronicling for a long term of 
vears bas given us greater pleasure than the 
one we are now about to report. The Church 
over which Mr. Flack has been pastor for a 
long time conceived the idea of erecting a 
parsonage, and the work has been brought to 
a successful conclusion. The parsonage, in
cluding ground, bas ~ost ;£500. It _is an 
eight-roomed house, wllh every convenience. 
It opens direct into the chapel, at the foot of 
the pulpit stairs. Not only has every com
fort beeu studied in the interior, but the 
outward aspect .has also been a matter for 
consideration ; and Salem parsonage, lying 
in its own grounds, is not only an acquisition 
to the worthy minister, but an ornament to 
Wilton-square. No more substantial testi
monial could be given to a good man, and 
nothing more requisite could be devised. The 
Salem Church has taken the initiative in a 
movement that, we trust, will not only 
arrest the attention of our Churches, but one 
which we hope will be followed. 

The dedicatory services of the parsonage 
were commenced on Sunday, Sept. 9th, when 
sermons were preached by Messrs. Henry 
Hanks, Thomas Stringer, and William 
Flack. 

On the Tuesday following, Mr. William 
Crowther, of Gomersal, preached in the 
afternoon. About 250 friends sat down to 
an excellent tea, at the conclusion of which, 
the grace having been sung1 the pastor rose 
and said Mr. Brittain wisbea to make a few 
observations. 

Mr. Brittain in a few graceful remarks 
presented to Mr. Flack, in the name of 
some of the scholars of the Sunday School,. a 
couple of the books of the Bible in Moon's 
raised letters. 

Mr. Flack said that although the time 
was precious, he felt he must say a few words, 
thanking the dear girls for the acceptable 
gift which had been presented that day. 
These books would be most acceptable to 
him for although not blind, he had been 
compelled to give up all reading with the 
eyes since last autumn. He could read 
Moon's system. When be thought of the 
work accomplished by Moon for the benefit of 
the blind,he could oniy exclaim," Is anything 
too hard for the Lord 1 " Moon was a poor but 
godly man · be accomplished bis great work1 
but day by'day as be went on with it he baa 
to pray to God for the means to carry it on ; 
thus they would readily understand when be 
informed them that the whole Bible made 
63 volumes in this great sy•tem of Moon's. 
No doubt his congregation had noticed that 
recently he bad preached more from Genesis, 
Ieaiah, and the Psalms than from other 
books. Tbia was to be accounted for to a 
great extent from the fact that he possessed 
these books in Moon's system ; hence these 
two books presented to him now would be 
mO!lt acceptable. (Cheers.) Sometimes he 
got a word from the tamily reading, as he had 
done on the last Sunday morning; as bill dear 
wife wll8 reading he got a text from which he 
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)ll'eaehed at Woolwlch. 'rbough partial 
bllndne!'!I was a great trial, God could wonder
fully make up the IOSII, and it enables them 
who bad to bear the trial to feel that Chri■l 
wos all to them, and they could understand 
more fully what before wos only knewn by 
theory. Mr. Flack concluded a most effec
tive speech by again thanking the young 
ladies who bad given him the useful bookR, 
and inviting those who wished to do so to look 
over the parsonage. 

We are happy to say that Mr. Flack, 
although partiaJly blind, can •ee well enough 
to get about, as on the occasion referred to he 
courteously conducted us over the house and 
grounds. 

In the evening a public meeting was held 
under the presidency of W. Kennard, and 
amongiit -the minloters present were :
Messrs. J. S. Anderson, J. Box, J. H. 
Dearsly, J. Griffith, H. Hall, W. M. Hay
don, E. Langford, C. Masterson, J. L. 
Meeres, S. Ponsford, W. Usher, H. Bar
more and others. 

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA. 
Wednesday, June 6, tea and public meet

ing was held in the Particular Baptist 
Church, Castlereagh-street, to celebrate the 
seventh anniversary of pastor D. Allen's 
pastorate. There was a very large,garher
ing. The pastor reviewed tire past seven 
years of his ·connection with the Church. 
The secretary gave a report of tire general 
proirress of the Church since its formation 
sixteen years ago by their late pastor, Mr. 
McCure. This report shewed the Church 
had been steadily progressing. The 
treasurer said, notwithstanding the large 
expenditure incurred during the past year 
by alterations to paslor's residence and other 
things, he bad still a balance in band ot 
£21 14s. 3d. Considerable progress has 
been made during the year in reducinJl the 
debt upon the chapel-house from ,£250 to 
£100. Immediately after reading these re
ports, a stranger stepped on to the platform, 
who was totally unknown either to pastor 
Allen or to the Church, but who, it appeared, 
had been in the habit of bearing pa.•tor 
Allen preach in Hyde-park on Lord's-day 
afternoons, and pre~ented to pastor Allen a 
purse rontaining £10, as, be snid, a small 
token of gratitude and love be felt towards 
him, as being the in•trument in the hands of 
!3od (!f gr~atly blessinj? his soul by his min
rstrat1on• 10 Hyde-park. The meeting was 
then addressed by Dr. Beg, and pastors 
Young and Hicks, and at inrervals several 
pieces of sacred music from the " Union 
Hnrmonist," were very effectually rendered 
by the choir, Mrs. C. Wheeler presiding al 
the harmonium. 

On the previous Tuesday, the annual 
meetings ol the Particular Baptist Associa
tion were held in the Castlereagh-street 
Baptist Church. The pasto1-s and delegates 
assembled for prayer and supplication for 
God's blessing on the Churehes in the 
association, and tor the success of the 
Churches throughout the wol'lit. Reports 
1\-0111 Churches at Ryde, Lambton, Wallsend, 

Braidwood, Sandhurst, and Childwell. The 
officers elected were-pll!!tor D. Allen 
chairman; pastor J. Hicks, trea•urer; and 
J)Bstors W. Sutherland, D. Young, J. 
Bamber, and F. Fullard a,, committee. The 
committee also comprised Messrs. S. Emery 
and F. Beede! as ministerial helJl'l, and 
Messrs. S. Cottam, J Ford, A. Fremlin, J. 
Evans, S. See, E. Williams, D. Williams 
and R. Cropley 11!1 deacons. The president; 
pastor D. Allen, delivered the annual 
ad~ress. Addre•ses by pa•tors Young, 
Hicks, and Beede!. All liabilities were 
stated to be d;seharged, and a balance of £f> 
remains in the hands of the treasurer. The 
meetings were of an unusually interesting 
character. 

GOD'S PALACES FOR THE POOR. 
Jn the month of August we were favoured, 

through the kinnne,s of the chairman, 
James Mit•on, E•q., to inspect the new 
wing of the Infir1Dary belonging to St. 
Saviour's Union ; and truly we realised 
grateful feelings unto the Lord for His 
providence in causing men thus to provide 
for the poor and afflicted, when the hattle of 
life with them is almost finished. We felt a 
double interest in the position Mr. Mitson 
occupies; first, because of bis devoterl attach
ment to the late beloved James Wells. It 
was while leanine- his poor head on Mr. 
Mit!'On's breast that Jame• resie-nerl his rnul 
into the bands of a faithful Creator; and 
thus terminated such a life of ministerial 
usefulness, the parallel of which we have 
never either beard or read of yet. We 
sometimes feel we cannot die unril our 
testimony to that sinp:ularly j?reat man bas 
been recorded. Secondly, we rejoice,! to see 
a godly man like Mr. James Mir.on at the 
helm of such a merciful institu:ion. We 
mused, in a Go.•pel strain, upon the card 
which arlmitted us; it reads," The Guardians 
of the Poor of St. Saviour's Union." Every 
wnrd is full of new covenant truth. We 
trust life, health, strength, happiness, 
wisdom, charily, and a godly faith will ever 
be 1tiven to James Mit•on, E•q., and bis 
fellow-guardians of our Saviour's poor ! 

KING'S CROSS.-The first anniversary 
of Ebenezer chapel, Caledonian-road, was 
held on Sunday and Monday, Auirust 5th 
and 6rh. On Lord's-day three sermons were 
preacherl, morning by C. W. Banks, nfter
Hoon, W. H. Evans; evening, W. White. 
On Monday afrernoon excellent discourse by 
Mr. Pung. Tea was provirled for a lnre;e 
company of friends. Mr. Harris presided 
at the public meetinir, Mr. Meadows 
praved. Mr. White said the Church had 
been formed ten months; since that nine 
have been received as members, and two or 
three others are waiting. Conirregalion in
cr•a•ed. The Lord's presence enjoyed. 
£120 owed. EnoouraJling addresses were 
j?iven by brethren Brindle, Beazley, Car
p~nter, Beddow, Pung, and Gander. Mr. 
Wilson closed in prayer. Collections about 
£20. W. B. 
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MEMORIAM. 
Another faithful minister of the Gospel of 

·Christ cRlled borne. Mr. Edward Joy, of 
Horsell-common, 11.nd Knapbill, in Surrey, 
was suddenly called to bis final rest, on 
Thursday, August 28, 1877, at the age of 
·fifty-seven. He was(through grace) a kind, 
.generous, affectionate man, and a useful un
compromising minister of Christ, exactly 
adRpted tor the place and people where be bas 
laboured tor many years. A heavy stroke 
and severe Jc,,,s to them indeed ; also to hiR 
dear wile and family, now bereaved ot a loving 
·husband and a 11,'0dly and affectionate father. 
May the Lord be "Jehovah-Jireb" to and 

-for them all. Our ranks are thin of faithful, 
·tull-weil!"ht, decided mini•tel'!I of God's eternal 
truth, we scarcely know how to lose or part 
with one; but" Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right?" 

Fellow-labourers in God's vineyard, our 
work will soon be done, our time will soon be 
·up, and we shall be sent tor to cross the river. 
May we be found as our departed brother 
was, " Ready to depart and to be with Christ, 
which is far better." 

His mortRI remains were interred in the 
chapel grounds at Hol':lell-common, on 
Lord's-day afternoon, August 26, in the 
presence of a lar!l'e concourse of sorrowful 
triends, on which occasion I was requested to 
and did officiate. May our last end be like 
"his. T. STRINGER, 

LINES ON THE DEATH OF THE 
ABOVE. 

"v;"bom He justiOed them He glorifled.1 '

Rom. Tiii. 30. 

Our brother Joy has bid farewell 
To a.11 these changing scenes below; 

His soul redeem"d is gone to dwell 
'Where undiminish· d pleasures flow. 

A man of God, trnth, grace, a.nd love, 
Esteem·a by all who knew him here; 

With Christ. in re l.m.s of light above, 
His ransom"d soul doth now appear. 

Ye.;., no...., he gazes on the face 
or Christ T.he La.mb for sinners slain; 

A sinner sav'd by soverei.(Il grace, 
He shouts through e.11 the blissful pla.in. 

Hh; voice is heard on earth no more 
By those who listened to bis tongue i 

Safe landed on the heavenly shore, 
He joins the blood-wash'd, gra.ce-ea.v'd throng. 

Farewell dea.r brother, for a. time, 
One da.Y we hope e,ga,in to meet i 

In robes immortal there to shine, 
And cast our crowns at Jean's feet. 

Tbe little f"hurch he left behind 
May God provide !or, and supply 

With•men of truth, of rea.1, and mind, 
And send them blessings from on high. 

His wUe and children left to feel 
The heavy loss they·re ca.ll'd to bea.r; 

.,Me,y God His love to them reveal, 
Help them on Him to ea.et their care. 

How short is time ! our life how frail I 
Our pilgrimage will quickly end; 

We hope to meet within the veil, 
With Christ eternity to spend. 

T. STBlllGBR, 

THE MOTHER OF THE LATE RED
MOND PASTOR. 

BROTHER BANKs,-Our dear mother, 
Charlotte Hutchinson, of Two Waters, Herts, 
departed this life May 7th, 1877, aged eighty
three years. 

She was the wife of John Hutchinson, who 
laboured in the Gospel very long as a help to 
the Churches at Bedmond; King's Langley, 
Berkhampstead-common, Tring, Leighton 
Ivingboe, Dunstable, Barton, Chesham, an~ 
many other places. The writer of this bu 
been up at four o'clock on Sabbath mornings 
and travelled fourteen or fifteen miles with 
him to preach the Gospel. My dear brother, 
H. Hutchinson, was the first called. By 
the death of dear father, mother hBB been a 
widow thirty-three years; she has been walk
ing in the ways ot the Lord sixty-two years; 
one who always bad a home and a bed for 
God's saints. The late John Foreman, with 
others, called ours their half-way house. 
Mother was a woman of constant prayer; 
for many years afflicted ; but she hail those 
words, " Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right? " She lived to see her children 
all brought to the footstool of Ch,ist. 

" Yes, she is gone, and gone to be 
For ever with the etern&I Three, 

Berma.nsion isa.bove. 
Chosen, redeemed, a.nd sa.nctlfted, 
She dwells with Jesnsglori11ed, 

Absorb'd in coven&nt love." 

I remembert my dear brother, your coming 
to Salem, and your text ,vas, "I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in." Many times 
I have fallen back upon those words, and the 
prayers of my father and mother. 

Our father was taken suddenly from us, 
May 5, 18'4. Poor mother knelt down by 
the corpse with her weeping children, and 
some of the neighbours were present. But 
why mourn? All is well ! I hope the 
friends will accept this token of love. Her 
IBBt words to me were, " On Christ the solid 
Rock I stand ! " I have trusted Him, my 
dear· boy, years before you were born, and 
He bas never forsaken me ! Blessed end ! 

WM, HUTCHINSON, 
47, Ossington-street, Notting-hill, 

Bayswater. 

THE FURNACE OF AFFLICTION. 
Mrs. Rose Brett (the beloved wife of Mr. 

Brett, well known in the city of London, 
and one of the steadiest friends of the late 
Mr. James Wells) was taken out of the 
furnace of affliction, at the advanced age of 
80, on August 26, 1877; and her remains 
were laid in the free-grace colony of Nun
head, on Saturday, September 1, of which 
see following note:-

Saturday, September 1, 1877.-Com
mence this month with a funeral; Mrs. 
Bretl died at 80 ; an old friend of the late 
James Wells. As I thought of her this 
morning, that word came in, "I have 
chosen thee in the furnace of affliction." 
Some are more in that furnace than others; 
Job was in it, Rachel and Naomi, Hannah 
and the poor woman in the Go•pel bowed 
down eighteen years. I know some in that 
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furnace, Samuel Foater, James Lingley, and 
others. 

In this furnace are many different fires, 
physlcnl1 mental, and deep soul-trouble. 
A fflictea people have to eeek and serve God 
silently, sorrowfully; but seldom they are 
verr joyous. 

' Denth" is II great fact · it is sometimes 
described as being gathered, or returning, or 
belug drivPn away. The wicked are driven 
away, but the righteous are gathered to their 
own people. Death is a dou hie returning ; 
the body to the dust, the spirit unto God 
that gave it. What a returning ! 

We went to the grave, spoke II word or 
two on Eccles. xii. 7, " Then shall the dust 
return to the earth as it was, and the spirit 
shall return unto God who gave it." What 
is that we have laid in tlie grave ! Is it 
Mrs. Brett? Is it Rose Brett? Oh, no. 
It is only the dust, only the earthly frame. 
Where is Rose Brett, then, now? Her 
spirit, her soul, her heaven-born self is re
turned unto God from whence it came. In 
the furnace of affliction you could not see 
much of her faith in Christ, nor of her love 
to Him; but, as the Lord saith, He had 
.chosen her in His loving heart, chosen her 
in His eternal Son, chosen her in ffis 
purpose and providence, so He bath chosen 
her to be in His kingdom. Let us in faith 
follow her! She is now brought forth as 
.gold ! The furnace is left behind and the 
fulness of grace possessed for ever. May 
her bereaved husband and children live in 
hope of the glory of God. Amen. 

EASTBOURNE. - BAPTIST TABER
NACLE. The anniversary services in con
nection with this place of wonhip were held 
on Sunday, when sermons were preached-in 
the morning by the pastor, Mr. A. Babinirton, 
and in the evening by G. T. Congreve, E•q., 
the suhjects being respectively "The Story 
Without an End," and" The Grand Memorial 
of Christ." In the afternoon there was a 
special service for the schools of the town, 
and for the young, conducted hy the last
named gentleman, who r,ave two addresses 
on " The Rose of Sharon ' and " The Great 
Physician "-alter each of which hymns com
posed by himself were sung, cards of which 
were printed and distributed to all present. 
The congregation at each service was 
numerous, and at the public meeting the 
following evening, there was a large attend
ance. The chair was taken by Capt. Palmer, 
and addresses were delivered by the pastor, 
and various ministers, and Mr. Congreve. 
The collections amounted to .£Jtjbc;,, 

NOTTING HILL. -Thursday evening, 
August 16, Mr. Isaac Levinsobn gave a 
lecture on the life of Mahomet before a irood 
audience, in Silver-street chapel, N ottiog
hill-gate. The pastor, Mr. R. G. E·lwards, 
presided, who, at the end, made some remarks 
on the le,tends of Mahomet, which were 
supplemented with ll few words by W. Win
ters, of Waltham Abbey, on the Eastern 
Question. A VISITOR, 

GLEMSFORD, SUFFOLK. - DEAa 
BROTHER BANKB,-Grace and peace be 
multiplied unto you from the eternal ful
ness that richly dwells in Zion's Three-One 
God. Two years have passed away since 
the Lord brought me to labour in the old 
Baptist chapel, where the very name of the 
much beloved pastor, R. Baurs to this day 
sounds sweet. It is my mercy' to say, we, 
as a Church, have to bless our God, for He 
has been our help and comfort by the power 
of the eternal Spirit; the Word of His grace is 
a great blessing to our soul•. We have felt 
great liberty while attempting to lift up 
God's dear Son as the only way of life 
eternal. The Lord enabled me to baptize six• 
others by letter have united ; bless the Lord 
for this ! Our chapel is well filled from time 
to time. Good is the Lord. I am now in 
my fiftieth year. Have been enabled of the 
Lord to proclaim His name to saint and to 
sinner for twenty-five years; the Lord only 
knows what He has for me yet to do. My 
soul doth love His precious truth, and love 
His blessed saints. Yours in a precious 
Christ,-A. BAKER, August 4, 1877. 

STAFFORDSHIRE.-A truth-loving 
brother has tum bled in the pottery district. 
Poor fellow! See how be cries out :-The , 
atmosphere of this pottery town does not suit .a, 
my old house of clay. I've never felt well 
since I came here. This town i• the hot-bed 
of Arminianism, nothing else goes down. 
They have a perfectionist ( ?) holding special 
meetings here this week ; he is advertised as 
a "higher-life man!!" Just as if the vitality 
of God's people generally was low ! ! Silver
ton-advertised as the " Eccentri" Preacher 
from Nottingham," who bas only bad ten 
months' education at Spurgeon's college, &c., 
&c.-to lecture at Burslem new Baptist 
chapel next Wednesday evening. We are 
in a plight here ! 

NEW CROSS.-Eigbteenth annnal ex
cursion of the Zion chapel Sunday-school 
took place July 30. 500 children and friends 
went by steamboat to Erith-gardens, the 
pastor, Mr. J. S. Anderson, and several of the 
deacons accompanying them. A pleasant 
run down the river, a variety of amuserqents, 
an,I a substantial tea, rendered the occasion 
useful to all. On returning, the children 
were marched back to the chapel, the roll 
called over, and thanks returned to the Giver 
of all good for a safe and prosperous journey, 
thus bringing to an end one of the pleasantest 
and most successful excursions ever held in 
connection with this Sunday school. 

T.G.C.A. 

FULBOURN, CAMBS.-DBAR 
B1toTHER BANKs,-1 am thankful to say 
our friend J. Rayment is moving on comfort
able. We, one and all, who feel an interest ;.:: 
in the cause, believe a blessing will follow his 
labours in this part. I hear him well, and 
so do the friends. We believe it is in answer 
to our prayers that God woultl send His 
Word amongst us.-Y~u,.,. in love, 

F. MIDDLEDITCH, 
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NORWOOD.-GIPSY·ROAD. Anni'Ver
aary ot Mr. Pung'• mini•try was holden in 
Gospel hall, Sept. 9 and 12. &rmons were 
preached by Mr. Isaac Levinsohn, and on 
W edoesday evenh;ig a bouotitul tea was 
served to a large company by Mrs. Pung and 
her helpers. H. Be1Ty, Esq., of Greenwich 
presided (as a chairman should do) over a very 
interestinl!' mteting, when the pastor, 
Gcorire Pung delivered a speech of much 
feeling, wisdom, and kindness as regards the 
present and the future of the cause, which we 
may mnre fully publish another month. 
Good thin!l:5 were delivered by Thos. Stringer, 
I. Levinsohn, W. Carpenter, C. W. Banks, 
Wm. White, D. Gander, Kemp, and others, 
and an excellent collection was made. The 
calamity, burning Mr. Pung's chapel 
down, nearly broke his l,eart. WHo DID IT? 
We hope a better one will soon be erected, 
and that brother George Pung'• health and 
ministry will be ble.~ed of the Lord. 

MARGATE.-The mends meeting in 
Mount Ephraim Strict Baptist chapel enjoyed 
the corn paoy of their London visitors on 
Sept. 3, at a social tea, kindly inaugurated by 
the ladies, alter wb,ch 'a public meeting was 
held, when our pastor, Mr. Wise, presided, 
and, after a short. addt·ess, called on Mr. 
Denoiss to offer prayer. After singing an
other hvmn brother 8. Jones made a tew re
marks on that pot·tion ot the Word, " How 
good and how pleasant it is lor brethren to 
dwell together in unity." Brother Fothergill 
then j!'ave an epitome of the Gospel of God, 
which was well received. Brother Drnniss ad
dressed the friends ; unity appsared ; a good 
collection was made ; a vote of thanks to the 
ladies; our pastor concluded with prayer. 

GREAT Y.A.RMOUTH.-YoRK-ROAD 
BAPTIST CBAl'EL. The anniversary was 
held on Lord's-day Aul\'ust 19th. Mr. J. 
Brand preached. °Followi11g day Mr. Tooke 
preached. After tea a public meeting. W. 
Winters prayed, aud W. Beach, Esq , pre
sided. Mr. B. has been exceeding·ly liberal to 
this people. The ministry of the pastor is re
cei\•(d with profit. After a speech by the 
wortl,y chairman, who supplemented hL< 
remarks with the 11romise ol great additional 
help to pay off chapel debt, addresses were 
l!'h•en by brethren S. K. Bland, Mr. 
Tooke W. Winter• J. Brand. F. S. Rey
nolds 'tbe pastor closed the meetinll' with 
pray~r.-W. Wr1NTERS, Waltham Abbey. 

BJT STO,..-Mr.A. Hall has accepted the invi
ts.tion from the Church e.t Bilston to be pHstor 
over them. May he rightly divide the Word of 
truth, and sta.nd firm for the faith on~ de~iv_ered 
to the sain Ls. Ma.y tl:e Lord bless his mrn1Stry 
to the inge.tbering of many souls, and building 
up uf the Church, tb~n. both pa.star a.nd people 
will have cause to reJoice. 

PEMBERTON -We had the Editor of .. The 
Earthen Vessel" preaching for 'JS August 16, 
and we were happy in the Gospel; but our 
neighbour• e,t theStanda, dchapel ha.d Mr.Clough 
on the so.me evening; this kept 1:wme from us. 

Now, I Mn" poor old wom&n, but tor the life ot 
me l cannot re&d the reaeon of all tbeee etmnge 
:novemenbs. Why, theee 'Tlcnlar people b&d a 
cau•e Ill. our deeperately big and bad town or 
Wigan once. What good did they there? I 
know eometbing of the Spirit of gmce. You 
tha.t live longest will see such ho.rd religions 
must die out. So feels eure. JAN& W-L. 

St,EAFORn.-• A Native" bleede with sorrow. 
Well he me.y. 'l'b,ore Is excruciating anguish 
wmpped np In those word• the great Teacher 
who oame from God did epeak. Luke telle us 
u Jesus said unto the disciples, It is lmpossibIJ 
but tba.t offences will come, but woe unto him 
throu~h wbom they come I lt were better for 
him that a millsto"e were hanged about hi• 
neck, n.nd be ea.et into the sea, than that he 
should offend one of tbeee little onee.'' Hae this 
eolemn Scripture been sufficiently considered by 
some who have been lifted up, throwing mis
chief upon the a.lllieted in Zion? To.lk of eound 
men, experiment.al meu, faithful men I It is to 
be feared we he.ve &II been too neglectful of that 
text in M&tt. v. 16. We do cry unto the Lord for 
grace: we lo.y these things to heart. We pr&y to 
go to the throne as Daniel did. (Dan. ix.16-19.) 

PLYllourn.-We derline to insert any-length
ened e.ccount of the scattering, the folding, the 
terrible doings of some who did run well.· ·• The 
Wreck, and Who Co.used It ? " conveys wo.m
ings, woes, and mJsteries. Such crushing of 
Churches and sca.ttering of Christians is heart
breaking worl<. Still. there are m&ny bleesed 
godly sa.ints in those three large towne, but they 
know too much to be sa.tisfled with mere specu
lations. We can assure our friend ~, B." we 
never expect to see Plymouth any more. 

REMOVALS. -MI. Pearce is leo.vlng UB for 
Devon. Mr. Inward is departing from Irtbling
boroQgh. What are we to do in Northampton
shire? Many of our Churches require good 
ploughmen, vine-dressers, wa.tcbmen, and pre
Y&iling pleaders. How is it so many Churchee 
are now without pastors? 

GADDIISDON-11.0W.-OUl" harp bae been taken 
down. and new songs of praise have echoed 
through our hearts. and joyfully eounded forth 
in our midst of late. Sunday, Sept. 9, wo.s a do.y 
of holy solemnities, on which occasion that 
steady and honourable· servant of Christ, 
Mr. Ricketts, baptized seven young believer• in 
the ll&IIle of the Lord. HaJlelujab I 

SPALDING.-Dear Mr. Banks,-! am eorry to 
Inform yon that our pastor, brother J. Vincent, 
is la.id by. We fear be will be so for a time. 
We shall be compelled to put off the annlvereary 
nntil the latter end of Oct.ober. 

J. S. H. WJLKINSOII. 

!eirtlJ•· 
On the 4th inst., the wife of Mr. Thome.e Knott, 

of BermondsP.y. of a. son. 
On tbe 16th inst .. &t New Kent-road, the wife 

of Mr. J. W. Faulkner, of a du.ughter. 

;fJl\lll'ria:ge. 
On the 6th Sept., at Baptiet cho.pel. Grove

street. St. Helier'e, Jersey, by Mr. G. H. Wea.
tharley (t.he paetor). Joseph Jaquiery, of South 
B&ekney, to Jane Amelia, youngeet daughter of 
the late Mr. J. T. Hacking. of Mall&. 

Cn August 29th. at St Michael'e, Stockwell, by 
the .liev.J. Batt<>rsby, vicar of St. Simon'•, Shef
lleld, W. J. Parl1s, of Newlngton. to Harrlot, 
only d&ughter of the late Thomae Stldetone, of 
Brixton-roa.d, Rurrey. 

On August 7th. at All Saints', Blenbelm-grove, 
Tiye-lane, Peek~am, by the incumbent. William 
Beach, Eeq., of Cbelmeford, to Mre. Martin, of 
Peckham. !J.ea:tlJ, 

On Auguet 8th, &t Camberwell, Caroline, the 
beloved wife of Mr. John Jlayment aged 67. 



Jf rom ~ihtott to ~ilgal. 
BY R. A. LAWRENCE. 

Being the substance of a Sermon preached at Lynton-road Chapel, Bermondsey. 

"And the men of Gibeon sent onto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack 
not thy hand from thy servants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: 
for all the kings of the Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered together 
against us."-Joshua x. 6. 

IN the historical portions of the Word of God we have the actions of 
men given us, in which, from the nature of those actions, those who 

perform them become striking types either of the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself or of Christian men and women in their exercises of soul. And 
yet, w bile this is_ the case, we cannot altogether justify or approve of 
everything in connection with those actions. An illustration will serve 
to shew my meaning. 

Jacob, in obtaining the blessing at the hands of his father Isaac, 
dressed himself in the clothing of his elder brother Hsau; and thus 
robed in the dress of him who was justly entitled to the blessing, he 
who deserved it not, obtained it. Now far be it from us to attempt to 
justify Jacob in his deceitful dealing with his aged and half-blind 
father. But surely none of us will attempt to throw stones at good John 
Berridge, who, running the parallel here between this and the conduct 
of the Christian, says, "And so the lying varlet Jacob, dressed in the 
clothing of his elder -brother (which clothing had the smell of a field 
which the Lord had blessed), gets the blessing which he did not 
deserve." 

And here, in connection with my text, we have no wish to justify the 
lies told unto Joshua by the men of Gibeon, yet it needs no great depth 
of research to see that in their conduct; as described in my context, they 
become strikingly typical of the people of God in all ages of the Church's 
history. 

Let us attempt together a meditation over our text in this way. 
First, the Gibeonites and their conduct; second, Joshua and the camp at 
Gilgal; and third, the message sent from Gibeon to Gilgal. 

1.-THE GIBEONITES AND THEIR CONDUCT. Israel had just 
terminated their wilderness journey by crossing the river Jordan. Og, 
king of Bashan, and Sihon, king of the Amorites, had succumbed to 
their advancing hosts; following the ark of the covenant they had safely 
emerged from the divided waters of Canaan's river; and lastly, Jericho's 
walls had fallen before the blast of the ram's horn. No great stretch of 
the imagination is needed to enable us to believe that this news quickly 
travelled through the length and breadth of the newly-invaded land. 
The report spread; but Oh I what different results attended the spread 
of that report. Adoni-zedec, king of Jerusalem, and the majority of 
the people of the land, under their petty monarchs, gathered themselves 
(with the usual unanimity of the world, whether religious or pro_fane) 
against the Israel of God, with one accord. The happy exception to 
to this unholy alliance was the peoule of Gibeon; and they (as chapter 

VoI,, XXXIII.-NoVEMBER, 1877. x 
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ix. informs us) indulged in, a little piece of deceit in order to make a 
league with Joshua. Before, however, noticing their conduct, and as 
all actions spring from motive, it will be as well to look at the motive 
that prompted this action on their part; and this motive is given in 
chapter ix. 24 :-" Because it was certainly told thy servants, how 
that the Lord thy God commanded His servant Moses to give you all 
the land, and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from 
before you, therefore we were sore afraid of our lives because of 
yon, and have done this thing." So that faith, acting by fear, was the 
principle that led tliem to do what they did. And have we not, in the 
opposite 0onduct of these two sections of the inhabitants of Canaan, an 
exact counterpart of the old declaration, " Some believed and others 
believed not ? " The great bulk of the Canaanites went with- one 
accord to fight agai]lst Israel, while the men of Gibeon, prompted by 
faith, and moved by fear, went to make a league with Joshua. And 
now let us follow them in their method of procedure, not, as we have 
before remarked, to justify them in all that they did and said, but only 
to trace the parallel between their wily (and yet not altogether unwise) 
conduct, and the thoroughly similar, but thoroughly honest, conduct of 
a faith-prompted and fear-moved child of God. 

They took " old sacks " on their asses. Now considering that the 
Lord, by the prophet Haggai, charged Israel with putting their money 
into "bags ( or sacks) with holes," and considering that the dear 
Saviour Himself taught concerning " bags ( or sacks) which wax not old," 
it will riot be straining Scripture to say that every poor sinner, on his 
way from a sin-condemned Gibeon to the heavenly Joshua at Gilgal1 can 
only take "old sacks" with him; or, in other words, all his treasures 
and stores (such as they are) are in rotten, worn out, or perishable 
sacks, and when the little sands of an earthly existence have escaped 
through th~ holes in the bags, the sacks, and their contents as well, 
will alike have lost all Yalue. 

But again. They took " old wine bottles, rent and bound up," along 
with them. Now the same Great Teacher who spoke of "bags whic~ 
wax not old,'' also spoke of the folly of putting "new wine into 9ld 
bottles." And once more we might assert that all that man possesses, 
ere he meets the heavenly Joshua at Gilgal, are "old bottles " quite 
unfit to receive the "new wine of that kingdom" which that Joshua has 
to bestow. 

But again. They had on their feet "old shoes and clouted." Now, 
if shoes be taken as the covering of the feet, or if they be viewed as 
descriptive of walk and conduct, then so far from its being said of poor 
fallen man " How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him," 
he can only be viewed. as wearing "old s~oes" indeed; and all his legal 
attempts to improve his conduct or mend his walk, can only be accounted 
as so many " clouts" serving only in the end to make matters worse. 

Again. They went from Gibeon to Gilgal with "old garments" on 
their backs. And surely in the spiritual parallel poor sinners can only 
come to the heavenly Joshua with" old rai coverings'' upon them; and 
He who taught that '' a new piece in an old garment only serves to make 
the rent worse," will not attempt to patch up the old garments of a 
creatdre-rigbteousness, but will the rather strip us and clothe us with 
the garment of glory and beauty indeed. 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 327 

Yet once more. They took " dry and mouldy bread " as provision 
for the journey; and all earth's stores, whether of a temporal or of a 
r~ligious nature, ea~ only be des?ribed as " dry and mouldy," widely 
different from Israels manna, which fell fresh every morning • widely 
different from the shewbread loaves, which were renewed every Sabbath
day; and widely different, too, from the old corn of the land, npon which 
Israel was now privileged to feast. 

In tracing further the parallel between the wily conduct of these 
Gibeonites, and the wise conduct of God's children, the acknowledgment 
that they came from a far country, though untrue in the one case, hat 
·surely a significance when viewed in connection with the other; for God's 
children are indeed "afar off by wicked works;" and, like the returning 
prodigal, they may be said to be" a great way off" indeed. The fame 
-of Israel's God had brought them to J osbua, and faith, mingled with 
fear, had led them to act as they did. Their statement, too, that their 
bread was hot, their clothes and shoes new, and their wine bottles 
full when they started, tbongh not literally true, still has a meaning if 
taken as the confession of the spiritual Gibeonite ; for do we not go out 
pluming ourselves in our moral finery? and only when the dust of the 
way and the "ditch of Job" have changed their hue, can we be 
-brought to be out of conceit with them. "I went out full, and the 
Lord bath brought me home again empty," was the confession of poor 
Naomi, and every child of God is brought to make use of similar language. 

Now, though it would be unwise to attempt to strain the parallel too 
much, yet, in the above-named particulars, we suggest that the parallel 
holds good. Anyway the.league was made, and the lives of the Gibeonites 
were spared, and not only spared, but secured to them by an oath 
{eh. ix. 19), of which oath the name of the Lord God of Israel was the 
bond. True they became hewers of wood and drawers of water; but, in 
the spiritual parallel, that is far from a degrading occupation, especially 
-when the fact is looked at, that it was for the " altar of the Lord," and 
for the "congregation of Israel," that their labour in this direction was 
-utilised. 

In concluding this division of our subject, it may be as well to refer 
to verse 23 of chapter ix., in order to remove any difficulties that may 
-occur in connection therewith. " Ye are cursed " were the words of 
Joabua to these men. "Ye are blessed" are the words of the heavenly 
Joshua to His approaching Gibeonites. But still, strong as the earthly 
-Joshua's language was, there are lessons in it for those who have "ears 
to hear." Let it be first understood that the word "cun;ed" here used, 
is not in the original " tQ doom to destruction," but a word of a much 
milder meaning. And the lesson I would gather from it is this, that 
God deals with His children in grace and gov:ernment as well. Examples 
abound in the Scriptures. Grace favoured Moses above mo~t men, but 

_government caused him to die on the wilderness side of the Jordan. 
Grace pardoned the sin of David, but government caused the sword ne".er 
to depart from his house. Grace enriched Solomon, and made him 
wiser than all the kings of the earth, but government made him s~art 
for his folly in the matter of his ar~y of wives. Grace for ever wiped 
-out the transgressions of Hezekiah and Peter, but governmenlcaused them 
both, and many others besides· them, to go softly all their years. No 
-doubt some will call this legality; let them do so; "Whatsoever a man 
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soweth that shall he also reap." Gibeon lied and deceived, and Gibeon· 
smarted for it; but Gibeon came to Joshua, and Gibeon was saved in 
doing so. Let him that readetb understand. 

II.-We purposed in the second place to notice JOSHUA -AT THE
CAMP OF GILGAL. 

If the importance of places increases on account of the events that 
transpire in them, and the consequent teachings that cluster round them, 
then Gilgal is one of the most important places mentioned in the sacred· 
volume. May the Lord help us to notice a few of its teachings I And 
firstly, it was at Gilgal that the ark of the Lord emerged from its 
typical baptism in the waters of Jordan. brae] had to keep 2,000 
cubits in the rear of the ark, and tlte reaBon assigned was "Y.e have not 
passed this way heretofore." Now the antitypical Ark of the Covenant,. 
when about to pass through that solemn baptism in the Jordan of death 
(which He said," He was straitened till it was accomplished"), told His. 
servant Peter to keep his 2,000 cubits behind; for "whither I go thou· 
canst not follow Me now, but thou shalt follow Me Mreafter," ·were His 
words; and though Peter failed to grasp their meaning at the time, yet, 
doubtless in after years, he found it a blessed fact, that the real Ark of 
the Covenant had preceded him down into death's solemn deeps, had 
borne the reality of death, while he (Peter) following his 2,000 cubits 
behind, met, not the reality, but only the dark valley of the shadow of 
death; and he thus found a way opened up in the deep for his ransomed 
soul to pass over. 

Secondly, the twelve stones buried in the bed of the river, and the
twelve stones taken from the bed of the river and set up in Gilgal, teach 
death and resurrection with a loud voice to those who have ears to hear:. 
"Buried-with Him in baptism, wherein ye also are risen with Him." 

Thirdly, at Gilga!Joshua circumcised the children of Israel; and ifin 
the Jewish rite of circumcision, part of the flesh was cut off, died, and 
was buried, in spiritual circumcision the whole of the flesh is cut off, and 
is accounted dead, and buried too, by the Lord. God help us then to 
reckon (not realize, that we shall never do, but reckon) ourselves dead 
indeed unto sin, to account our flesh as that upon which God has stamped 
death; and God grant that we, as truly circumcised ones, may have no, 
confidence in the flesh, no confidence in the dead body of our flesh (a poor 
thing to put confidence in, a corpse, is it not?); yea, no more confidence 
in the whol,e of our flesh ( w bich is cut off in spiritual circumcision) than 
the Jew had in that part of his flesh which was cut away-in literal cir
cumcision. 

Fourthly, the children of Israel kept the Passover in _ Gilgal. 
When the people of God can realise. that "Ch:ist, t~eir Passover, is 
sacrificed for them," they have a G1lgal-exper1ence mdeed. Every 
Bible student is aware that the Divinely-appointed time for keeping 
the Passover was on the 14th day of the first month of the Jewish 
ecclesiastical year, and a reference to the portion of Scripture under
consideration will show us that it was kept on this day at Gilgal ( see 
Josh. iv. 19, v. 10). This month was called by Jehovah the "begin
ning of months" (Ex. xii. 2), and the realisation that Christ, our Pass
over, is sacrificed for us, is indeed a "beginning of months," the first 
month of the year of our soul's joy. But there is one particular that I 
feel 1 must call your attention to. In referring to Josh. v. 11, 12, it. 
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"Will be noticed that Israel fed on the old corn of the land on the day 
after the Passover, and that the manna ceased on the day after that-. 
Now Jesus, in the days of His flesh, kept the Passover with His disciples 
on Thursday, 14th day of Abib; He was crucified on Friday, the 
15th of Abib; He laid in the grave on Sabbath-day, 16th of Abib; and 
rose very early in the morning on Lord's-day, 17th day of Abib. A 
mere glance at the corresponding dates of Josh. v. 11, 12, and those of 
the dear Saviour's death, will show that Israel fed on the old corn of 
the land on the very day that Jesus was crucified, and that the manna 
ceased on the very day that Jesus laid in the grave. How suited it is 
that Jesus should be thus extolled (in type) at Gilgal, for surely He 
·(in His solemn death) is both" manna," and '' old corn" too, to His 
·spiritual people. 

Finally, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joshua, as" The captain 
•of the Lord's host," at, or near, Gilgal, and the record of this event, 
:following as it does immediately after the records of the Passover, the 
·manna ceasing, 1j,pd the old corn, has a voice for those who have ears to 
·bear; for Jesus, who is our Passover, our manna, and our old corn as 
well, immediately after His sufferings and death, appeared as the Cap
tain of our salvation on the resurrection side of the tomb, having, 
however, first been made perfect through suffering. We may safely 
then look at Gilgal as a place pregnant with teaching, and He whom 
the Bible declares to be " All, and in all," is to be seen in every line of 
that teaching. 

111.-Our third proposition was to notice THE MESSAGE SENT BY 
THE NEEDY AND FRIGHTENED ONES AT GIBEON TO JOSHUA (the 
mighty) AT THE c,uu, AT GILGAL. In following this matter out, it is 
well to notice (Josh. x. 1) that Adoni-zedec, king of Jerusalem, was the 
ringleader of the foes of Gibeou-not Melchi-zedek, but .Adoni-zedec : 
the former means King of Righteousness, the latter Lord of Righteous
ness. Without straining Scripture, Melchi-zedek may be viewed as 
representing Christ, . and Adoni-zedec, the Lord of Righteousness, as 
.representing him who is a lordly prince indeed, the usurper of Mel
chizedek's throne in the heart, and he who reigns over the (self) 
righteous children of disobedience. Well, the inhabitants of Gibeon 
did the best thing they could do under the circumstances, and what we 
-as Christians have to do under similar trial, for, feeling- that their foes 
were too many and too strong for them, they sent unto Joshua to the 
.camp at Gilgal, and each petition of their prayer is a comment on 
Christian experience-" Slack not thy hand from thy servants; come 
np to us quickly, and save us, and help us; for all the kings of _the 
Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered together agamst 
us." 

How true it is that decision for the heavenly Joshua is sure to pro
duce the enmity of the world. All the Amorites will gather together 
against us ; but what saith the Scripture concerning their fate? 
" Whosoever shall gather together against thee. shall fall for thy sake. 
No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper." "They shall 
gather together, but not by Me." All such gatherings shall fall under 
the sword of the heavenly Joshua. May the Lord help us then in every 
-trial to do as Gibeon did-send messages to Joshua at Gilgal. 
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'THE LA TE MR. GEORGE MOY L E, 
OF RYE-LANE, PECKHAM. 

ON the morning of Tuesday, September 25, 1877, George Moyle· 
passed away from this wilderness to his inheritance above. He 

had been sustained in honour and integrity, and in much affection, in 
this world for seventy-four years. He was permitted to preside over the 
Church as its pastor at Rye-lane for a period that few now have the pleasute 
of reaching. It was on Tuesday, May 9, 1848, that he was publicly 
recognised at Rye-lane; so that for nearly thirty years he went in and out 
before the people, delivering his message to the joy and rejoicing of not a 
few. At that recognition service, William Felton gave the address on 
" The Nature of a Gospel Church ; " he has gone home. John Andrews 
Jones asked the" Usual Questions;" he has gone home. Mr. Hy. Congreve 
represented the Church, on whose behalf he gave a very interesting 
statement of the rise and progress of the cause; he has gone home. 
George Wya::.-d offered the recognition prayer ; he has gone home. John 
Foreman gave the charge ; he has gone home. Philip Dickerson 
preached the sermon; he alone remains here out of all the ministerial 
brethren who took part in that recognition service; his brother Moyle 
having now left for the city of many mansions. The following outline of 

HIS LIFE .A.ND HAPPY DEATH 
has been forwarded to us by our friend, and deacon of Rye-lane, Mr. 
George Thomas Congreve. He says :-

George Moyle, the late pastor of this Church, was born in 1803, and was 
seYenty-four years of age when he died. 

He was the child of ungodly parents, who never took him to any place oi 
worship, and no Bible was ever seen under their roof. 

Yet, at six years of age, he was the subject of religious impressions ; and 
some one (whom he could not remember) taught him the Lord's prayer. 

At eight years of age he lost his mother. This had so great an effect 
upon his over-sensitive mind that his life was despaired of; indeed, at one 
time, they thought that he was dead ; but his sister cried out that she felt 
.him breathe, and begged them to leave him a little while. God had a work 
for him to do, and raised him up again. The Lord's prayer was his whole 
body of divinity, and when any fresh trouble came, he flew to that and 
repeated it many times. 

At twelve years of age he was bound apprentice ; soon after which, 
feeling that he needed instruction, he joined the Sunday school. He met 
with great kindness from the teachers, and continued there. 

One Sunday morning, when about sixteen years of age, he was sitting in 
the gallery of the chapel ; a good old man preached, and the text startled the 
young hearer-" Thou art weighed in the balance and found wanting." Despair
seized him. bell stared him in the face ; strong temptations and infidelity 
beset him ;' he tried to believe there was no God, no heaven, no hell, and the 
BiLle to be only the invention of man. 

Under these feelings he came to London when twenty years of age. 
There, under the ministry first of Mr. Church, and then of Mr. Francis, he 
found liberty, peace, and joy. Soon after this, a Christian friend calling him 
aside, said, "You have been on my mind night and day. · I am persuaded· 
you are either preparing for the ministry or the grave. I think it is the 
former." Thus, in the providence of God, he was brought into the work. For 
seventeen years he was pastor of a Church in London ; afterwards, he came 
to Peckham, and here he was the honoured pastor for nearly thirty years. 

About four years since, health failed him. For a time he was laid aside ; 
but after a month or two resumed his laboUJ"s. He preached the last sermons-
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of the year 1875, since which he only preached once more. Finding it hope
less the idea of resuming his pastoral duties, by the counsel of his medical 
adviser he resigned at the end of September, 1876, since which he lingered 
but one year. 

He was a man who wore Christ-Christ was in his heart, and Christ was 
on his lips, and Christ was in his life. In his character there was the simplicity 
of the child, the gentleness of the Master, the truest affe.ction for his friends, 
the strictest integrity of purpose. He was beloved and respected by all, and 
to his old deacons he was eminently dear. 

His last illness was a period of twenty-two months, during part of which 
be suffered with great pain of body, prostration, and difficulty of breathing. 
For many months he was praying for release, and longing to be gone. 

On ·one occasion, when very restless, his dear wife said, "There is a crown 
of glory laid up for you." He put up both his arms, and said, " Yes, a crown 
for me, and a crown for you, and a crown for Martha (looking at his niece). 
Glory! glory! glory I " and for some time appeared in a transport of ecstatic 
joy. . 

A lady friend having sent him some beautiful grapes, he took one, looked 
at it, and said, "It's very nice, but I am going where all the clusters grow." 

To Mr. Congreve, who came up to see him from Eastbourne, a few days 
before he died, he said, holding both hands in his with a firm grasp, " I never 
thought to see your dear face again ; we have worked together for many 
years." Thea he sobbed like a child, and both wept together, and repeated 
together that beautiful hymn," Rock of Ages." "I am resting on the Rock," 
were his parting words. 

About two days after this, he thought he was about to depart. He said, 
" I have preached the Gospel, electing love, and precious blood, and imputed 
righteousness, and the power of the Holy Spirit. God bless the Chm-eh, God 
bless my beloved deacons, God bless their new minister, and may the Church 
greatly increase and prosper." Turning to Mr. Jackman, he said, " I could 
compose a sermon now." It was answered, "You could not preach it." He 
said, "No." It was asked him, " What would be your text? " He said, 
"' That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you' (1 John i. 3); 
but I have done my work ; I want to go home." 

Some of his last words before he sank into the unconscious state in which 
he died, were, " Oh, precious, precious Jesus, come ; it cannot last long ; Oh, 
come." 

Thus he passed away. 
"Happy soul, thy days are ended I " 

THE FUNERAL 
took place on Monday, October 1. At three in the afternoon, the coffin, 
covered with a pall, was placed in front of the platform in Rye-lane 
chapel : the pulpit, the platform, and their surroundings, were all 
covered with black cloth ; and on the top of the coffin a wreath of flowers 
was placed. Mr.. Alderson, with the deacons, took seats on the platform, 
the pastor occupying the pulpit. The chapel was crowded with friends, 
nearly the whole of whom wore the habiliments of mourning. Mr. 
Jackman (one of the deacons) very impressively read, and the congrega
tion sang, the sublime hymn of Toplady's, 

" Rock of Ages shelter me," 

The new pastor of Rye-lane then read Psalm xc., and 1 Cor. xv.; after 
which Mr. Alderson ascended the pulpit, and offered prayer. .After again 
singing, Mr. Briscoe delivered a short address, noticing some of the 
principal traits in the character of the deceased. The coffin was then 
placed in the hearse, and the mournful procession moved slowly to 
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Nunhead, where Mr. Alderson gave a short address at the head of the 
grave. 

Amongst the ministers who were present at the sP.rvice in the chapel, 
we noticed Messrs. Anderson, Meeres, Bennett, Williamson, Dearsly, 
Masterson, Box, Brittain, Brown, most of whom walked to the ground. 
Great respect was shown for the deceased by the inhabitants, most of the 
shops being partly closed along fhe line the funeral passed. Mrs. Moy le, 
the widow, who is eighty-one, followed her husband to his last resting 
place. 

On Sunday afternoon, October 6, a SPEOIAL SERVICE FOR THE 
YOUNG was held in Rye-lane chapel, conducted by Mr. Con:greve. The 
centre of the chapel was occupied by senior scholars, and every other , 
part filled with old scholars, visitors, and friends. Addresses having 
reference to the decease of Mr. Moyle were given by Mr. Creasey and 
Mr. Congreve, who spoke of the late pastor with much love and affection, 
noting the following prominent traits in his character :-His child-like 
simplicity ; his keen perception of the beautiful; his humility; his 
gentleness; and his consistent godliness of life. The following hymn, 
written by Mrs. Moyle, "In Memory of a Beloved Husband "-and 
altered a little to suit the occasion-was sung at this service ( a printed 
card having been distributed through the meeting) :-

Our dearest old friend has now fled to his rest, 
And no longer is sighing with pain ; 

That poor worn-out body, now sleeping in dust, 
Will never know sorrow again. 

He once sowed in tears,-now is reaping in joy, 
For Jesus has wiped them away,-

And to fountains of waters is leading him on, 
Where bliss cannot yield to decay. 

What must be the transport of joy and delight 
To the soul that was fettered so long I 

Just bursting the shackles of earth it ascends 
To join in the angelic song. 

It cheerfully leaves it poor cumbersome clay 
To slumber awhile in the tomb ; 

But Jesus ere long will revive it again 
In full immortality's bloom. 

Like a poor worn-out sailor, he longed for ~he port ; 
He had fainted unless he believed, 

To see Zion's King in His beauty at home, 
And his soul to His glory received. 

And now safe arrived at the haven of rest, 
Where sorrow shall never be known ; 

Hark ! how he is singing with angels above, 
To the Lamb in the midst of the throne :-

" To Thee who hath loved us and washed us from sin, 
Be blessing and honour Divine;._ 

And since Thou wast slain to redeem us to God, 
All glory and honour be Thine." · 

The FUNERAL SERMON was preached by Mr. Briscoe the same 
evening, from the words (chosen by th~ deceased)," Looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus ii. 13). It was a solemn season. The 
vestry. the aisles the lobbies and gallery stairs were densely crowded, 
and many person~ went away, unable to find standing room. 
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SOLEMN LETTER TO MR. ISAAC LEVINSOHN, 
.AND HIS NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 

The following is my brother's letter:-

My DEARLY-BELOVED BROTHER ISAAC,-I can assure 
you that never in my life have I experienced a more painful hour 

than that of last week, when our beloved father informed me that you 
had become a Meskumad. I have read the last letter that father wrote 
to you, and I can assure you that father wrote the very feelings of his 
heart. It is not my wish to pa,in you by writing to you, or repeat the 
same words in my letter like the words that father wrote to you ; but 
it is my object to call to your attention a few very important facts. 
You know, my dear brother Isaac, that I am not a fanatic, nor do I 
possess any religious fanaticism, as some of our nation possess; but 
very rationally I would like to point out to you two or three things. 
In the first place, I earnestly ask you, Where is your reason, your 
judgment, yea, your common sense? Where is the affection of a child 
towards his parents ? Only think, you have not only forsaken the ways 
of God, but you have turned against your own father and mother. I 
ask you, Can a murderer be more cruel than you ? for even murderers 
possess love to their parents ; but you have turned away from your 
parents. Oh, how awful ! I can understand men, who are philosophers, 
&c., who care not for religion, for they say that, conscientiously, they 
cannot believe what they cannot see, although this is foolish and 

· absurd; but I would pardon them much before you; yea, there is no 
pardon for you ; for if you had said that you can no longer believe in 
God, whom you cannot see, I could pity you, for it is quite rational to 
dishelieve in something which men cannot conceive. But I solemnly 
ask you, Bow can you forget the affection of our beloved father and 
mother? Ever since our beloved parents have received the bad news 
that you have become a Meskumad, I have been quite surprised by the 
change in them-they are not the same people; misery on them can be 
read by all who see them. 

And then I would also call your attention to the great command
ment given by the great God to His servant, our lord Moses-" Honour 
thy father and thy mother." Remember, my dear brother, that you 
break the laws of social and moral society, and, above all, you break 
the great laws of God. 

One more important matter I would mention to you is this, you 
still have time to repent and become a Jew again-whether pious or 
not I do not care-for the name of a Jew is better than the kingdoms 
of the earth. 

Father is now making out his will, and he says, if you w:ish to 
repent and become a Jew, then you shall have your portion. The way 
he wishes to settle the matter is this, that the hotel and the ground 
around it, and also the fields at Marrienpolski Uesdi, be given to you, 
111nd the baking department be gtven to me;• and that you and I be 

* The above are the two business establishments my father has-an hotel and 
also a baking department, whe1•efrom he supplies bread to all prisons, h?spitals, 
and other Government establishments in Kovno. I must confess that this state
ment was a very great temptation ; only by Divine grace could I have ever over
come it, " Thanks be unto God, who giveth us the victory through om· Lord 
Jesus Christ," 

y 
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responsible for mother and sisters, in case of his death ; therefore, if 
you wish to take my advice, you had better return home at once; I 
shall be too happy for you to have even the portion allotted to me, 
rather than you should be a Meshumad. Consider, my dear brother, 
if you remain in England, you will have to work hard for your liveli
bood; but at home you will be happy and be a man of large property. 
I really think that you must consider; for unless you return home 
and become a Jew, father and mother will never be able to bear that, 
for I do believe that mother will never get over such trouble. Only 
think, my beloved brother, the tenderness and love of a mother. 
With money you can buy many friends, but never a mother, never 
a father-especially such parents as the Lord has blessed us with. I 
do not think that there is any necessity for me to write to you much, 
for I am sure that you are old enough, and you have sufficient mind 
t,o think over this painful matter. Dear brother, let it never come to 
pass that our very beloved parents should go to the.grave with sorrow 
before their time. I do believe that beloved mother will not live long 
if her state of trouble be as it is. Should you consider your ways 
and repent, and turn to the God of Israel, I wish you joy and happiness, 
and may God bless you; but if you do not take our advice, if yon 
"-ish to remain a M eshumad, then adieu, adieu. I am no longer your 
brother. But still, Isaac, Isaac, I do hope and trust that, for the 
sake of our dear and devoted parents, and for the sake of our whole 
pious family, it shall never come to pass that you shall remain a 
Meshumad, and leave everlasting shame and disgrace on us all. 

Once more. Do turn, do repent; but if yon do not," then good
bye, good-bye, for ever and ever. Never shall we know-neither do 
we want to know-anything about you in this world, nor in the world 
to come. 

I am, your brother in deep trouble and lamentation, 
JOSHUA HESSEL LEVINSOHN. 

Kanceliaria, Novi Gorada, Kovno, March, 1872. 

P.S.-Unless you repent and become a Jew, I ask you please not 
to write to me, for I count you as if you are dead-and would to God 
that it were true. I must mention to you this-for I don't think I 
shall ever write to yon again-our darling brother Jonah Abel is dead. 
We are all convinced of the fact, that if you had not sinned against 
the great God by turning away from Him, our house would not have been 
visited by the angel of death. Remember, dear Isaac, that our beloved 
Jonah Abel died through your sins. Oh! bitter, bitter is our life, 
because one has become a .Jfeshumad, the other has died. What will· 
become of us ? Would to God that we all died, or else that you 
might be cut off by death. 

[Of all the heart-rending appeals, of all the soul-piercing temptations 
we ever read, this, to us, is the keenest. Surely, every true disciple of our 
adoraule Redeemer must, with intensity, cry unto the Lord God Almighty to 
hoid up ow· young brother Isaac Levinsohn in the true faith of Christ. 
K either Geo. Abrahams, E. Samuel, friend Karger, or any other .Jew of which 
we have known or read, ever passed through such a fiery ordeal ; but we 
turn to Matt. xix. 28, 29 :-" And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto 
vou. That ye which have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of 
Ma~ shall sit in the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones," 
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&c. "And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters or 
fath~r, or mother, or wife, or chilc!ren, _or lands, for ;\,ly Name's sake, sliall 
receive an lmndredfold, and shall mherit everlasting life." In those words 
our Lord anticipated such persons as Paul, and others-even our young and 
painfully-exercised brother Isaac Levinsohn. We could, with him weep 
·over the natural grief and blindness of Isaac's father, mother, and b~·other. 
Would to Goel we could convince them of their enmity! May the Rock of 
Ages be our brother's refuge all his journey through. So prayeth C. W. B.] 

ISAAC LEVINS0HN'S LETTER TO HIS BROTHER. 

MY DEAR AND AFFECTIONATE BROTHER HESSEL,-! have received 
_your letter,and can assure you if ever I cried and shed tears over anything, 
it was over the letter I received last from our dear father, and then 
over your letter. In my previous correspondence I have expressed my 
ideas about my faith in Jesus Christ, in whom I believe as the promised 
Messiah, Dear Hessel, you know how earnest I al ways was in serving 
·our God, and in living a holy life. Well, this is just my present feeling 
.and desire. The same God I believed when at home, I believe now
.JEHOVAH IS MY GOD. Abraham, Isaac,and Jacob, and our fathers, 
in whose merits I rejoiced when at home, I rejoice now; but the 
only difference of rrty faith is now, that it is impossible for me, as a 
sinner, to be justified through Abraham, Isaac. or Jacob. I believe 
that the MESSIAH, who was promised to come, HAS COME, and 
'through Him alone sinners can be saved, and be made just in the 
·sight of the great God, who is holy. My feeling toward this is, that 
-even if I am called not only to sacrifice riches, but my own life, then I 
must say, " Here am I: I go! " 

Dear Hessel, I can assure you that my love towards our very beloved 
parents will never fail ; yea, it will increase the longer I live. I am 
-always ready to make the greatest sacrifice, even to shed the very last 
drop of blood in my heart for the good of our beloved father and 
mother. If ever a son has loved his parents, I believe I love my 
parents more ; but I must confess that I love my Lord and my Redeemer 
more. All my powers and graces are His. I am His property. He 
bought me. with the great price of His own holy, and innocent, and 
iprecious blood. 

You also mention in your letter about the portion that father 
wishes to leave to me. To this I say, I know how good it is to have 
'happiness-especially as I should have if father would gh-e me my 
portion-but yet I feel if this our earth were not earth, but gold, and if 
that even had been offered to me in preference to J Esus, I would then 
say, "GIVE ME JESUS, and I shall be happy as an angel in heaven I " 

Dear brother, you may depend upon it, all I say are the very feelings 
of my heart. I know well that riches I shall never have, especially as 
I am looked upon as a foreigner in England. Surely English people 
·will not have much to do with me-a poor Jew; but, yet I thank God 
that He has made me worthy to become poor, and be a follower of the 
Lord of life. I was informed that unless I return to Russia, I shall 
lose my Russian nationality. · To this I would say, it troubles me 
very little, for I rejoice that this world is not my resting-place; the 
Lord of life has promised to give me a heavenly home. 

My dear brother, although father and mother, and brothers and 
.sisters cut me off, yet will I trust in the Lord, who will take me up. I 
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am very thankful that I am in England; the English people, I think 
are the best people I ever !!law in my life, except our pious Jews. 1}· 
God should permit me to live all my life in England, and even if my 
life 1s to be poor, and work fo1· my meal till the very last hour of my 
life, then will I be satisfied. May God in mercy. bless the Queen of' 
England, and all the English people, where I hope to remain as long as 
I live; for I would much ra.ther live in England than in Russia, 
Germany, Poland, Austria, or anywhere else.. I must say, dear Hessel, 
that having read in your letter of the death of our beloved brother; I 
mourn. My heart is full of sorrow; I shall always feel the loss; but I 
rejoice in knowing that all things are governed by the Most High, and 
whatever man may think or suppose, yet He will work in His own way. 
An English poet says the following true words:-

" God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform ; 

He plants His footsteps in the.sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 

In deep unfathomable mines· 
Of never-failing skill, 

He treasures up His bright designs. 
And works ij:is sovereign will." 

Dear brother, I do sincerely hope that it will never come to pass. 
that you will forsake me from your memory, for I only act as I 
believe I ought to act, according to the Bible. I sincerely pray that 
the Lord may visit you and our dear parents with His salvation: and 
Oh ! that the time may come when Israel -shall be brought to the 
trnth, and have faith in believing in the only Name given unto man. 
whereby to be saved. . 

I remain, dear Hessel, 
Your affectionate brother, 

JSA.A.C LEVINSOHN. 
12, Palestine-place, Cambridge-heath, London, r March, 1872. 
I have written several letters to my dear brother after the above,. 

but, to my sorrow, he never answered one; and thus I was left entirely 
alone. No more· father, no more mother, no rr.ore brother, no ~ore 
sisters, nor friends for me. I sometimes wished I never was born than 
to be in such solitary circumstances; but, thanks be unto the Most High, 
He never leaves nor forsakes those whom He calls by Divine grace. 

( To be continued.) 

BAPTISM IN RELATION TO THE JEW AND THE: 
GENTILE; 

OR, 

APOSTOLIC PRACTICE IN RELATION TO THE ORDINANCE. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-While reading you notice in this. 
month's VESie!EL of a book recently published hostile to baptism, 

it struck me that a few remarks on the above subject would not be
unacceptable to your readers. 

(1) The first sermon preached after the ascension of the Lord and the 
descent of the Holy Ghost was preached by Peter on the day of Pentecost 



AND OHRISTIAN REOORD. 337 

to an audience composed exclusively of Jews.• At the close of his 
:sermon they cried out, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" He 
replied," Repent (change your mind) and be baptized every one of yon 
into the name (the confession) of the Lord Jesus Christ (Jesus the 
Messiah), and you shall receive the Holy Ghost." Now here the command 
was positive and absolute for them to be publicly immersed into the 

· confession of the crucified Jesus -as the Messiah; and they could not 
receive the Holy Ghost till this had taken place ; for the Holy Ghost 
could only be received through ,Tesns. But they had a few weeks 
before denounced Him as an impostor. On this subject they must 

·" change their mind," and confess Him as the Messiah, before they could 
receive the Holy Ghost. 

{2) In Acts x. we have Peter preaching the first sermon that was 
-eVE)r preached to Gentiles. It was in the house of Cornelius. The 
vision of the sheet, three times repeated, had prepared Peter for this 
unexpected and undesired mission to the Gentiles. He took with him six 
.Jews to be witnesses of all that took place. While he was preaching the 
Holy Ghost fell upon them-that is, they received the Holy Spirit 
previous to baptism. And then Peter commanded the six Jews that he 
brought with him, in order to break down their Jewish prejudices (which 
were very strong, as we see from the next chapter), to immerse these 
Gentile converts in the name of the Lord. t 

(3) When the same question was put to Paul by the Philippian 
_jailor, as was put to Peter by the 3,000 Jews, his answer was somewhat 
different: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." 
Thi) jailor was a Gentile; and inasmuch as he had never regarded Christ 
as an impostor-for he had never beard of Him-he was not called upon 
to repent (M etanoia ), or change his mind, on that subject, as the Jews were. 
Nor was there such a direct command by Paul as by Peter in relation to 
baptism, though we find from the context that he was immediately 
immersed. Peter was the apostle of the circumcision, or the special apostle 
to the Jews, and in every case enforced baptism on bis Jewish converts. 
Pa1,1l was the great apostle of the Gentiles; and when the aposalic com
mission, as recorded in Matt. xxviii. and Mark xvi., was given by the 
Lord to tlie disciples, Paul, as we all know, was not present, being still an 
·unconverted man. These two facts, combined with what is recorded of bis 
-conversion in Acts ix., and of what the Lord said to him there, will help 
us, perhaps, to understand his language when writing to the Corin
thians (1st epistle, 1st chap. 14-17 verses), "I thank God that I 

· baptized none of you, save Orispus and Gains; lest any should say that I 
had baptized in my own name. And I baptized also the household of 
Stephanus: besides I know not wheth.er I baptized any other. For Christ 
sent me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel "-i.e., in his recorded 
commission in Acts ix. 6-15 and chap. xviii. 9, 10, baptism is not 
mentioned. What was an obligatory duty to the Jewish convert in 
apostolic times, was a privilege to the believing Gentile. 

I remain, yqurs most cordially, 
B. B. W.ALE, 

* The phrase, " Parthians, Medes, Elamites," &c., means Jews horn or residing in 
Parthia, Media, &c. 

t The construction of the Greek shows that the command _was ~iven, not to the 
·· Gentile converts, but to the Jews whom Peter had brought with him. 
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SEVEN NOTES ON THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS •. 

[MY SECOND LITTLE LEAF,] 

"And shall I not His cross take up, 
Wbo died upon a cross for me? 

Jesus, through good and ill report, 
I in Thy strength will follow Thee. 

My Master lived, despised, abhorred, 
And I am not above my Lord." 

GO wherever I may, the people of the rising age taunt me with 
having such a large heart-so exceedingly charitable ; they are

much more profoundly wise, careful, prudent; they have discernment;, 
they can patiently wait until they behold a young tree fully grown, richly 
laden with fruit, then they will come and share in the feast. While, ifl meet 
with a young tree, and in the fear of the Lord, and from a deep-rooted: 
love to Him and His Gospel, help, in any measure, to support and' 
encourage this young tree, I am sure to meet with reproof; and behind' 
my back, the sneers of the proud and the lofty cause much amusement for
the company surrounding these potentates of the time-these superior· 
dignitaries who look down with pity upon one so soft. 

Returning from one of these meetings the other evening, where the
usual measure of criticism had been thrown upon me, I silently investi-
gated the motives which had moved me in carefully encouraging some -
hopeful young men who were introduced to me as being qualified by the 
Lord to work in His vineyard. This silent consideration was produc-
tive of some painful reflection. I saw by the eye of an investigating 
memory that not a few to whom I have been useful have turned out to. 
be my secret cruel foes ; while on the other hand many have worked on., 
successfully, although they may have forgotten by whose instmmentality 
the Lord first gave them a start. 

As regards the large and loving heart, the question searched me,_ 
" How is this that your so-called charity brings you into reproach ? •• 
~~w~~? -

It is but seldom that any serious internal investigation has pene-
trated itself into my inmost soul, but the difficulty has been, at least, in 
some measure, removed by the unfolding and gentle application of a, 
portion of the Word of God. And my conviction is, that the fearful, 
Christian is more instructed into the spiritual meaning of the Scriptures,. 
from its seasonable incoming by the mysterious operations of the blessed 
Spirit, than by any other means. Hence, in the case referred to, rp.y 
secret conflict ~ to why it was that the bold contenders for the faith, 
were.always looking down upon me with such pitiable contempt, relief 
was found by the whi,pering inside of me of that conclusive sentence of· 
Jesus to Simon the Pharisee, "Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins 
which are many are forgiven, for she loved much; but 

" To whom little is forgiven, the same "loveth little/' 
Crushed in the bud, as my poor Christ-loving soul was, broken in all the
branches, held up to ridicule, trampled down in the dust, constantly 
kept under a heavy cross, met in every effort by heavy blows, I have -
learned what it is that mysterious man of God did mean when hA wrote> 
"The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a broken and a contrite· 
heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not despise;" and, under all, having such 
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streams of forgiving mercy poured into my soul, I must believe much 
has been forgiven, and much love to Jesus has flowed therefrom; so 
much so, that if any one manifesteth love to our Lord Jesus Christ, I 
feel constrained to make any sacrifice to serve them, if it be possible 
that thereby I can prove my love to the Lord to be sincere, genuine, 
and productive of fruit to His glory. 

Contrarywise, alas I alas ! alas I where knowledge puffeth up, 
where public confessions are_ mere mockery, where forgiveness is 
unknown, there, pride will lead to presumption, and jealousy will be as 
cruel as the grave. 

In the remarkable first chapter of Paul to the Ephesians, 
"THE. FORGIVENESS OF SINS" 

is in the very centre of such a revelation of saving truth as is scarcely 
equalled in the whole of the Bible; and this absolutely essential part of 
the Christian's experience has lately been much upon my mind, and, 
if it be pleasing to the Lord, if it can be useful to the trembling and 
troubled saints, I wish to lay it open before them, because it has 
appeared to me from the Scriptures, and from the exercises of my own 
heart, to be of paramount importance. 

Referring to.page 307 in last number of THE E.ARTHEN VESSEL, the 
reader will see Seven Notes were promised this month. That promise I 
wish to fulfil, by simply recording the outline of the notes as they 
came up before me while in a silent waiting upon the Lord. 

Beside the revelation of the glorious Persons in the Trinity, I know 
of nothing so fully, so frequently, so freely drawn out in Scripture as 
is God's mercifnl forgiveness of sin. See you-

1. It was by this the Lord proclaimed His Name. .As one saith, 
Moses wanted to know His Name, and God saith, " If you desire to read 
My Name, here it is " (Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7). The Lord having descended 
in the cloud, and passing by Moses, proclaimed, " The Hord, The Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 

"FORGIVING INIQUITY .AND TRANSGRESSION AND SIN, 
and that will by no means clear the guilty." .A full body of Divinity is 
found in that proclamation of the Name of Jehovah. I am tempted to 
specify its different parts ; but I must hasten on. 

2. It is with the promise of this, God inviteth the deepest-dyed 
sinner to come unto Him (Isaiah i. 18) : •' Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord" (mind you, this is no man's calling, it is the 
Lord's; and He saith): "Let us reason together: though your sins _be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though they be red hke 
crimson, they shall be as wool." Here is a second volume of the 
Gospel of Divine grace ; perfectly marvellous. I trust the spiritually
taught in the experience of grace will give us some testimonies of the 
truth of these fulnesses of saving mercy. 

3. This is the theme-God's forgiveness of sins-which is to be the 
principal note in the Gospel. The letter-preachers, who desire to make 
a fair show, are busy in working up the old types; and if they can get 
at the marrow which is in those ancient Lones, they will help to feed the 
Church of God. But when the prophet Isaiah received the grand com
mission of the Gospel ministry-without, any long preface-most 
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emphatically is this demanded of all the duly-authorised ministers: 
" Comfort ye, comfort ye, My people, saith your God. Speak ye to the 
very heart of Jerusalem ; cry unto her" (she is deaf and hard of hearing 
through unbelief; therefore, do not go with your manuscript-mutterings, 
with your politely-polished phrases, nor with your apologies for vehe
mently sounding forth the truth; but cry unto her) "tbat her warfare is 
accomplished : 

"THAT HER INIQUITY IS PARDONED j 

for she bath received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins." 
"0 Love Divine, Thou vast abyss, 

My sins are swallow'd up in Thee." 

Whoever did that verse expound, " She bath received of the Lord's hand 
double for all her sins ? " 

4. It is to express and to declare the great fact, the Church's pardon, 
that God useth all the strongest figures of speech which can be found : 
"Blotting out as a cloud;" "cast all thy sins behind My back ; " "as 
far as the East is from the West;" "cas& them into the depths of the 
sea;" "though sought for they shall never be found." 

Believing sinner, "will not this suffice ? " In Zechariah's stone 
with seven eyes, and in metaphors many, doth the Holy Ghost this 
glorious truth declare, and yet how few its richness do enjoy ! 

5. It is for this forgiveness the godly shall pray (Psalm xxxii. ). 0, 
what a corn-field of ripe heavenly grain is that thirty-second Psalm I 
If you would look into God's revelation of what it is that constitutes 
Christian experience, you will find it is that Psalm xxxii.: " Thou for
gavest the iniquity of my sin. For this shall every one that is godly 
pray unto Thee in a time when Thou mayest be found." Lord ! help 
me in some future numbers to bring out some of the deeps, both of the 
sinner's miseries and of the Saviour's mercies, as are, sea-like, rolling up 
and down in this splendid Psalm. 

6. It is the sense of forgiveness of sin that maketh Jesus so precious. 
Paul and Peter are very great on this : " Unto you that believe." What 
is that ? Believing maketh the poor sinner one with God, one with 
Christ, one with the Holy Ghost, one with the covenant, one with the 
Gospel, one with the Bible altogether; and in the regenerated saved 
believer, will that prayer of all prayers be answered, "That they may 
all be one, as Thon Father art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may 
be one in Us." To all such believers who believe into Christ, He 
is precious indeed. 

7. It is of this forgiveness they sing in heaven. In their new song, 
they sing, " Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals 
thereo~ for Thou wast slain, and hast ' · 

" REDEEMED us TO GoD BY THY Bwon." 

Men ! Brethren ! and Fathers I as one on the verge of eternity, I 
address you and beseech of you not to build up yourselves or your 
people upon anything short of this all-essential grace, this inwrought 
knowledge, that" The blood of Jesus Christ (God's Son) cleanseth us 
from all sin." This pledge of joys to come, may we all prove, 
prays 

C. W. BANKS. 
9, Banbury-road, South Hackney, Oct. 8, 1877. 
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'THE PRESIDENT OF THE LONDON STRICT BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 

PASTOR JOHN SLATE ANDERSON. 
·''GROWTH I " On attempting to finish this little sketch of onp, of 

our established ministers of the Gospel in London, my mind 
was arrested with this word, this idea, this figure, "Growth." 

The mind of the greatest TEACHER ever this world saw once 
.appeared to come to a pause. When about to set forth the Gospel dis
pensation, He said, " Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God ? or 
with what comparison shall we compare it ? " Then He produceth that 
figure which illustrates the original littleness, the steady grmcth, and the 
ultimate largeness of this exceedingly merciful economy, the Gospel 
kingdom. "It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown 
in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth." How 
small, when only Abel appeared to worship God aright, and he speedily 
-cut down ! How small, when the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto 
.a city of Galilee to a virgin whose name was Mary, and said unto her, 
"Fear not, Mary: behold, thou shalt conceive, and bring forth a Son, and 
shalt call His name JESUS! He shall be great, and shall be called the 
,Son of the Highest, and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne 
of His father David ! '' 

Has there not been growth since the angel first came bringing the 
good tidings," Unto yon is born this day in the city of David a SAVIOUR, 
which is CHRIST THE LORD ! " Since then, what persecutions! 
what slaughtering of the saints ! what awful overthrows of the 

,apostles, the martyrs, the ministers, and the witnesses for Christ! Yet 
there has been growth. The grain of mustard seed has been sown in 
the earth, it hath grown up; it is destined to become greater than all the 
plants in the earth ; its branches are shooting out in all directions, so 
that the fowls of the air lodge under the shadow of it, while the branches 
themselves bear fruit unto the glory of the eternal God. 

Where there is the Divine life, there must be growth. How splendid 
.are·the declarations of Psalm xcii.: "The righteous shall flourish like 
thepalm-tree: HESHALLGROWLIKEACEDARINLlIBAN0N ! " Very much 
depends upon the nature of the tree, and of the kind of-soil in which it 
is planted. Therefore, a correct distinction is made: "Those that be 
planted in the honse of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
They shall still bring forth fruit in old age ; they shall be fat and 
flourishing, to shew that the Lord is upright." 

"Faithful to His promises, faithful to His Son." 
Persecution and temptation have been permitted to cut down many
.John the Baptist, James, and Stephen, and thousands besides; never
theless, forasmuch as their blood produced a still larger harvest, even so 
of the one whole Church it is declared that "it GR0WETH even unto an 
holy temple in the LORD ! " 

Looking at Zion chapel, in the New Cross-road, Deptford, whether 
_yon look at the building, at the congregation, at the Church, at the 
.school, or at the pastor and minister, you must acknowledge "here has 
been, he1·e still is, GR0W:rH ! " 

About five-and-thirty years ago we beard William Felton in the little 
-old-fashioned meeting house in Deptford. Afflicted as he was with gout 
in the nerves-and we believe that is a fearful malady; in fact, we remember 
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seeing dear William frightfully distorted with that grievous dis
temper-yet still he grew, and we believe he was the Lord's instru
ment in raising that now beautiful and commodious chapel where Mr .. 
Anderson preaches the Gospel with success, and so profitable to the 
many hundreds who worship therein. 

What amount of internal, of experimental chastisement has fallen to, 
the lot of our brother we do not know ; his first soul-trouble was severe. 
After that we see him in the City Missionary Society. Then, twenty 
years ago this very month, be was settled as pastor over the Church in 
St. Luke's ; there he grew in usefulness for six years. The Lord then 
removed him to the Chmch at Deptford ; there he has grown steadily 
for fourteen years, and we presume he never stood in a more prosperous 
position than at the present time. Unto the Lord our God be all the· 
glory given. 

During his pastorate there, new schools have been built and paid for, 
at a cost altogether of near £500 ; the old debt of £500 on the chapel has 
been quite cleared off; the chapel itself enlarged and-improved (so that 
it is like a new one) at a cost of over £2,000. Besides all the current 
costs of this cause, an extra £3,000 has been raised ; and every branch 
of the institution is growing and bearing fruit. Hallelujah ! Praise ye· 
the Lord ! Of course, Mr . .Anderson has had many wise, willing, and 
wealthy friends around him, or such results could not have been. 
produced. 

We painfully fear that now we shall not find a parallel case in any 
of our London Strict Baptist Churches, although, bless the Lord, if 
spared and permitted, we shall be able to present our readers with, 
reviews of many blessed servants of our Divine Master, who are.as faith
ful and as powerful as our genial and devoted friend, Mr. John Slate· 
Anderson. ' · 

We must not close this imperfect sketch without referring to Mr. Ander
son's removal to Bradford, in June, 1867, and bis return from thence to 
Deptford, in January, I ~69. That _little gap i~ his D'~ptford pastorate 
furnisheth a lesson too full of meanmg to be· slightly passed over. But 
that and a more special review of the ministry itself (wherein Owen's 
four P's we think are to be found) must be reserved for a third paper. We
dare not occupy more space this month. 

C.W.B. 

LINES FOR MY SORROWING MOTHER. 

OH ! how these yearning heaxts of ours 
Will sometimes fondly cling 

To fleeting treasures here on earth. 
Perhaps some gentle thing 

Has made our darkened path grow bright, 
And cheered the lonely hours, 

And scattered round us, as we went, 
Some of eaxth's fairest flowers. 

But. Oh ! how soon these flowerets fade! 
Alas ! what sorrows spring 

From graslJing tightly these frail reeds-
It mars the peace within. 

Sweet are these short-lived joys; 
But, Oh ! the bitter grief and woe 

When we deplore our blighted hopes, 
And sec the loved ones go 

By death, or change, or absence long, 
Or rolling se3a between. 

Turn, turn, my spirit, far away 
From each dark painful scene ; 

Be strong, be faithful, tempted one, 
Though earth's bright suns may set; 

Be undismayed when clouds loom dark .. 
Will God his child forget ? 

Ah, no! The love that moved His heart 
To give His Son to die, 

Will guide thee through the intricate way 
With His far-seeing eye. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

MONTHLIES, &c., REOEIVED.-Hand 
and Heart has circulated four millions of 
copies since its first commencement. It 
may not quite please everybody, but it 
.cannot offend many, it is so pretty, so 
pure, and pleasingly edifying.-Tke 
Fireside for October says, in its admir
able sketch of the founder of Sunday 
schools. " What George III. wished, 
Robert Raikes did much to secure." The 
good old king said, "It is my wish that 
every poor child in my kingdom should 
be taught to read the Bible." We must 
believe both George III. and Robert 
Raikes are now in heaven. Robert 
began a good work for England. 
Blessed be God, tens of thousands have 
instrumentally carried on this great 
national enterprise.-The burning of 
parson Taylor, the rector of Hadleigh, is 
in D<ty of Days (office now at I, Pater
noste1·-buildings ).-The Gospel Magazine 
for October tells us they have made Dr. 
Thomas Hubard Gregg a bishop of the 
Reformed Church of England ; his 
palace is at Southend. How we wonder 
what the Church of England and its 
sec-eders will do next ?-Sword and 
:Irowel, on "Earnestness in Ministers,'' 
gives, in advice, " the very sinews of 
war." " Segregate before you congre
gate," as Charles Stanford said at the 
Welsh Congress.-Thomas Bradbury's 
sermons every week are packed in well 
with Bible truth, and the experiences of 
the Christian much interwoven.-Tke 
Monthly Record and Robert Steele are 
still exposing the Romish Jesuits in 
England ; yet, how fast they grow ! 

We see from Tke Banner of Israel for 
October 10 that this neat, learned, and 
highly-prophetic journal is now the 
property of Mr. Guest, the publisher, 
and Mr. Robert Banks, the printer, 

· while Philo-Israel is still the sole editor. 
With such a trio of happily-successful, 
intellectual, and persevering labourers, 
The Banner of Israel will soon attain a 
more eminent position than it has 
hitherto reached, especially as the editor 
has the promise of original papers from 
some of the first penmen in this, to us, 
almost new line of literature. A flood 
of li~ht breaks forth on the Eastern 
Question from a leader in this Banntr, 
under the. heading of " Constantinople 
is to Russia the Coveted Gate of 
Jerusalem." Out of dark places many 
a bright star is twinkling. 

Sydney Evening News furnisheth a 
repOl't of Mr. Allen's lecture on 
"Convents." When on· the platform, 

there . were with him, magistrates, 
ministers, clergymen, and crowds of 
people ; and Daniel poured out an 
eloquent stream of information from 
sources ancient and modern against the 
soul-defiling influences of Convents and 
Confessionals. Bursts of applause, and 
vote of thanks, clearly shew how high 
in estimation, and how practically use
ful, Mr. Allen is in Sydney. 

Criticism on John Wesley's Prophetic 
Kingdoms.• DEAR BROTHER,-! am 
pleased at your notice in the VESSEL, 
of the" Things That Shall Be Hereafter," 
by our brother Septimus Sears. At 
your office I bought the one on the 
Prophetic Kingdoms, by J. Wesley. After 
carefully reading it, I wrote, " If S. 
Sears is right, J. Wesley must be wrong. 
Sure I am the year-day men cannot 
show that the Lord Jesus rose from the 
grave on the third year, and not on the 
third day. J. Wesley's observation on 
prayer, in his Prophetic Kingdoms, is 
worthy of notice. But I had expected 
to find a further unfolding, or confirma
tion of that I have received. which I am 
to hold fast, and was concerned about 
forty-five years ago, and set at nought 
on account thereof. Alas ! alas ! John 
Wesley has toiletl all night and caught 
nothing ; he has thrashed so hard, that 
he has beaten all the corn away. (I do 
not refer to the Chronology.) For, 
without doubt, the stone cut out of the 
mountain without hands, is the Stone 
that the builders refused ; it is He who 
sold all that He had, and bought the 
field when He had found the treasure 
hid in it ; it is He who, having found 
one pearl of great price, sold all that He· 
had, and bought it ; it is He who shall 
destroy the anti-Christ that shall come 
(1 John ii. IS) with th~ breath of H!s 
mouth and with the bnghtness of His 
coming, at whose coming " His all " 
shall be made alive (1 Cor. xv. 2:3), 
whose millennial reign of a thonsancl 
years having come to an end, He shall 
deliver np the kingdom to God even the 
Father (I Cor. xv. 2-l). As for Daniel 
not understanding, we are told that not 
unto themselves but unto us they did 
minister, therefore it is for us to under
stand God's time, times, and a-half, 
which will not begin till the last half of· 
the seven years' reign of anti-Christ 
that shall come (Dan. ix. 27; 1 John ii. 
IS: Matt. xxiv. 15; Mark xiii. H), and 

• 0 The Prophetic Kingdoms; or, Lhe Dream, 
ancl the Interpretation." By John Wesley, or 
Leicester. London : R. Banks. 



THE EARTHEN :VESSEL 

does not refer to the Papacy, during 
which period "ill be great tribulation, 
i;uch rus was not since the beginning of 
the world to this time ; no, nor ever 
shall be (Matt. xxiv. 21). When for 
three years and an half the woman 
(t111e Christianity) clothed with the sun 
will not be permitted to buy or sell, not 
baving received the mark of the beast 
(Rev. xii. 6-14, xiii. 17). For reply to 
man's year-day theory, see Bonner's 
" Development of Anti-Christ." I would 
recommend J. W. t-0 go out into the 
deep and cast his net on the right side ; 
if he wants a man at the helm, let him 
take "The Prophetic Vision of the Book 
· of Daniel," by Dr. Tregelles; "The 
Things That Shall Be Hereafter," by S. 
Sears; "Aids to Prophetic Inquiry," by 
B. W. Newton. Sold by Roulston and 
Son, Paternoster-square; 

A LATERAL OF THE TRUE VINE, 
[Mr.John W esley'sPropketicKin.qdoms 

has a great feature in its" Chronology." 
Of course, students of the opposite side 
will criticise ; but we think every one 
should well study John Wesley's book 
for themselves.-ED.] 

The Gospel of Ghrist, the Antidote for 
In.temperance, &c. By Francis H. Holmes, 
of Higher Bentham, near Lancaster. 
This is the testimony for the times we 
live in. Mr. Holmes, with argumentative 
power, and with Christian propriety, 
sets Christ and t4e Gospel in the front. 
We cordially welcome this new and 
honourable pleader for truth in the field 
of literature. He shall not be hidden if 
the blessing of the Lord enable us to 
encourage and help him. 

James Ckitil's Meditation.son. Ephesians, 
Hebrews, and Revelation. This volume is 
from the pen of a very eminent .man of 
God. All who attended the late Thomas 
Hughes's ministry in Hackney, knew 
and esteemed the saintly James Child, a 
brother who has been, under God, a 
strong pillar in the Church for many 
years ; a modern Barnabas indeed. 
These meditations are profoundly truth
ful upon the great principles of our 
.faith. G. Dawson, printer, of 239, 
Well-street, will send the voL for ls. 8d. 

The .An.ti-Ohtrist ! Tke Man. of Sin.! A 
new edition of Tke Things Which Shall 
Be Hereafter, by the Editor of the Little 
Gkan.er, is now issued by Roulston and 
Sons. This is a safe guide to the study of 
prophecy. It is one good illustration of 
that apostolic injunction, " Rightly 
dividing the Word of Truth." We thank 
brother Lynn for his kindness. 

The Sydney Morning Herald of August 
18 gives articles and notices of pastor 
Daniel Allen's lectures on every branch 

of evangelic and philanthropic labour~ 
He is a busy bee; his hive is well stored. 
We greatly rejoice in his undaunted 
perseverance. The discuBBion on fer
mented and unfermented wine we have 
forwarded to the Rev. T. J. Messer for 
review. 

"Oxford Under Two Queens." Red 
Mary and Royal Victoria was the leading 
address at the Evangelical Alliance, as 
reported by The Rock, whose searching 
critiques on the Croydon Congress 
represent a regiment of reverends, of 
various uniforms, with as many creeds 
as there are colours, all marching down 
the Surrey hills to discuss the question 
of Popish, Puseyite, and Protestant prac
tices. Oh, sirs, is it not calculated to 
make us wax warm with anger? Hundreds 
of so-called " cures," who are well· paid 
for taking care of the people's souls, 
spending their time, their talent, their 
strength, in discussing which phase of 
thought is correct. Oh, that another 
Martin Luther, another John Knox, and 
another Cromwell might be sent to give 
these mongrelising Gospellers a thorough 
thrashing, sending them out of their 
office, or to go and do the work they 
profess to have taken in hand. 
" The Congress is on, sir; e.nd I'll be your 

sponsor; 
You never beheld a more marvellous sight; 

The sisters coquettish, the brothers so pettish, . 
They're wrangling e.nd je.ngling from morn

ing till night.'' 
A world of nature's necessities, 

varieties, and beauties always 1·olls upon 
us in Tke Gardeners' Magazine (office at 
Allen's, 11, Ave Maria-lane). It gives 
you, too, a touch of the good and· the 
gracious as well. Here is one of Long
fellow's aspirations :-

" Into the silent le.nd, 
To you, ye boundless regions 
or a.II perfection ! Tender moming visions 
or beauteous souls I The future's pledge e.nd 

be.nd, 
Who in life's battle firm doth ste.nd, 
She.II bea.r hope's tender blossoms 
Into the silent le.nd. 
0 le.nd! 0 le.ndl 
For a.II the broken-hearted 
The mildest here.Id by our fa.le a.Hotted 
Beckon.-nd with inverted torch doth ste.nd 
To lee.d us with e. gentle he.nd-
Into the land of the gree.t departed, 
Into the silent le.nd. 

Drawing Nigh unto God. An exposi
tory and practical discourse by Mr. 
Shaw, the minister of Zoar Baptist 
chapel, Gravesend, has been published. 
We.have feared that this most essential 
privilege of " drawing nigh unto God" 
is not generally appreciated ; it is a 
blessed source of spiritual power ; happy 
is the man who can, with a hallowed 
sincerity, exclaim, " It is good for me to 
draw near to God I " 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

CHAMBERS OF AFFLICTION AND 
DEATH. 

"I sink in deep wo.tere.'' 
OP the many scenes of sorrow which I have 
lately witnessed, I may mention the follow
ing:-

All our ministering brethren who have for 
years visited Salem chapel, Two Waters, will 
remember that active and devoted man ol 
God Charles Wootton, one of the deacons; 
a Io~g and laborious friend to the cause, but 
a man of heavy affliction and of terrible 
sorrow. Sept. 24, 1877, I visited him twice 
in his chamber, where in inten~e agonies he 
was crying imto the Lord to take him home. 
No wife, no sister, no brother had be; a kind 
little daughter was doin'1,' her utmost to alle
viate her poor father's grief; and there were 
three little children besides. I was that filled 
with pain to see him, I knew not how to re
main. I bad two sermons to preach in Salem 
that day, and in melancholy meditation I 
walked to and from the chapel and his house; 
and I promised him I would do all I cpuld 
for him, and his four orphan babes when left; 
but our means are not in any way adequate 
to meet the many cases surrounding us. The 
friends at Salem do their utmost; but they 
are not rich, they have no rastor, and to meet 
the expenses arising out o carrying on the 
cause is no small matter. One friend writes, 
Oct. 8, and says:-

DEAR MR. BANKS,-You feel anxious 
about poor Charles Wootton. Well, a few 
days alter yo11 saw him, another doctor came 
anti gave him something to ease him; I think 
he found relief, but he is sinking. Dear Miss 
Toms, at chapel house, sat up with him last 
night; she says they had a quiet night; he 
sent word that he felt very low, but he had 
not lost his hope. One friend wishes me to 
tell you she much enjoyed your preaching on 
the harvest meetings. I trust a future day 
will ·prove your labour was not in vain. I 
will give you any information about poor 
Charles. 

The other case I visited, Oct. 6, 1877, :was 
that aged and almost paralysed brother in the 
faith, James Lingley, of 121, Princes-road, 
Lambeth, who with his son, a fine young 
man, are ie one room ; the son is rapidly 
going down to the g,·ave. In a note from 
the lather, dated Oct. 8, he says:-

DEAR KIND BROTHER,-Friend and 
follower of the dear self-denying and loving 
Redeemer, to whom I am under deep obliga
tion, as the instrumentality employed to 
minister to a poor old cast down cripple of 
humanity; and now, in the time of lament
able addition of affliction heavily on my son, 
in the very flush of manhood, stricken down, 
too plainly to be mistaken, by the band of 
death, though the felt stroke may not perhaps 
be till afte1· the lap<e of another week, I 
avail myself of your kindneS!i, to inform you 
that every day serves to confirm the im
pression that his end draws uearet" and nearer. 

His prostration yesterday became so intense 
towards evening, that it was indiapensable to 
have a nurse the whole nig-ht to wait upon 
him; and till I am destitute of the means to 
employ and pay for the same, it will be far 
better than for me to sit up, being so com
pletely incapable of waiting upon him day 
and night too; in fact, I am unable to do it 
properly at any time. Yet the Lord has 
marvellously upheld me year after year, and 
brought me through, or over, almost insur
mountable difficulties, forbidding despair. 
Who can wonder that I am often hanooing 
down my head, and crying, "When will the 
night be gone?" " Have pity upon me, have 
pity upon me, 0 ye my friends, for the hand 
of God bath to11ched me." 
"Oa.r llves through various scenes are drawn, 

And vexed with earthly cares; 
Bat His eternal thou~ht moves on, 

His undlsmrbed affairs. 
But" He rests in His love," and no weapon 
formed against the objects of that love shall 
ever prosper. The Lord Jesus Christ is the 
unfailing foundation of all, and on Him alone, 
as the sinner's Saviour, Friend, and Advocate. 
is all my hope and trust built. Blessed be God 
for thii, whatsoever, or whosoever else may 
he taken from me. The Lord help me cheer
fully and humbly to cry, "Abba, Father, not 
as I will, but as Tho11 wilt."-Yours in love, 
admiration, and gratitude, 

JAMES LINGLEY. 
THE LATE Mas.JOHN RAYXENT. 

BY HER HUSBAYD. 
My beloved wife was removed to her eternal 

home, August 8, 1877. For forty years we 
were in union in truth and in true fellowship. 
She was born March 25; 1810, in the city ot 
Rochester, in Kent. Her father was a free
man of the borough, and took an active part 
in all public matters, being in busines as a 
tailor and draper in the High-street. In 
early life it pleased God to deprive my wife of 
her father ; she was the youngest of a large 
family; her mind was much impressed by his 
death. Her widowed mother removed to 
London; after a short period the excellent 
mother was also taken away. Left as an 

rphan ere she had reached twelve years of 
age, her young heart often mourned in 
solitude, feeling her loss to be great; yet, 
as a child, she tried to commit all to God, 
of whom she had heard through reading the 
Prayer Book; and· in II marvellous manner 
the Lord did watch over her. When nearly 
twenty years of age, it pleased God to call 
her by His grace in a marked way. Having 
felt for some time she ought to be religious, 
she followed the W esleyans, and worked 
hard, finding nothing but labour and sor
row. One day, when staying with her 
brother in Liverpool, and while putting her 
young niece to rest, a power fell upon her. 
"A !'inner lost! "sounded in her soul. Hell 
seemed open to her view ; for many weeks 
she dared not go into that part of the build-
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ing, so greatly were her nerves wrought 
upon; the flames of hell seemed to encircle 
her pel'SOn for a month; it brought her into 
a state of ner,·ous te,·er; no medical man 
con 1~ finrl the cause ; the terrors of the Al-. 
mighty drank up her spirit. It was believed 
that nothing rould reiitore her but to return 
to her native air ; days and nights she 
travelled by stage from Li'l'erpool to London, 
and then in to Kent ; still all was darkness and 
death. She removed to Camberwell; a friend, 
now li,·ing·, said, " Miss Phillips, come with 
me to bear my pastor, Mr. Irons, in Grove 
chapel, Camberwell." There God met her 
with sweet words of peace; a day super
abounrled over all her months ol destruction; 
there she found a home; fixed her upon the 
Rock ; her's was a sacred. experience. For 
fifteen years she wa~ unable to hear an en
tire sermon from deafness; yet she lived 
on the truth so clearl:v declared bv that 
true servant of Christ. Christ was her Hus
band, electing !o,·e her stay; her joy was in 
God her Saviour even to the close. Last 
August, after an excellent night's sleep, she 
awoke much refreshed, raised herself up, 
asked for drink; then a blood-vessel burst; 
she laid her head on my bosom ; in sixteen 
minutes the spirit of one of the best of 
mothers took its flight to her Redeemer-God, 
leaving me to mourn the Joss of one of the 
dearest of wives, a mother beloved, a true 
help-meet, a real friend in times of need to all 
that needed help. 

" For ever wltb tbe Lord, 
Amen, so let it be." • 

I find her card of admission into the Church 
at Grove chapel; it has on it, " Member's 
Ticket, No. 774. Admitted member, Jan. 
2, 1835. Caroline Phillips. Epb. ii. 19; 
John xi.12; John vi. 53. 'Examine your
selves.' Joseph Irons, Pastor." 

Fulboum, Cambridge, Oet. 8, 1877. 

IPSWICH.-Tbe recognition tea service 
was in Temperance hall, not Town hall. 
Mrs. Sayer gave tray. Mr. Kern's address 
is 63, Woodbridge-road. Some are leaving 
Zoar to worship in Bethesda. We should 
rejoice to know many fro"'l the world were 
by the power of the Holy Spirit called in, 
eonverted, savingly, to God, _and vitally 
joined to our Lord Jesus Christ. To see 
"members running from one Church to 
another, simply bec_ause a new mini~ter_ has 
come is not extendmg the Redeemers kmg
dom ~tall. But for full forty years we have 
watched these movements, and have re
flected seriously upon them. How far they 
are of the Lord puny worms dare not to 
judge. 

HEYWOOD, LANCASHIRE.-Friends 
of tru tb are affectionately informed our new 
Strict Baptist chapel is now in course of 
erection. We hope to open it in November. 
·C. W. Banks, Isaac Levinsohn, and J. B. 
McCure are invited. We have a heavy sum 
to meet. May our Lord constrain many 
hearts to help us.-On behalf of the Church, 
WJLLI.U[ HOWARTH, 2, King-street, 
.Hoolley-bridge, near Rochdale. 

REMARKABLE HIS'l'ORY OF TH£ 
CHURCH AT WEST HAM. 

The concluding account o.fthe 1·ecogt1ition 
or Mr. G. Elven, ,,s the pastor of the 
Strict Baptist Ch,i,·ch, West Ham 
iohich took place May 15, 1877. ' 
The tea meeting was well attended. At 

the e,•ening service the chapel was filled to 
overflowing. Mr. Anderson presided. A 
hymn being sung, Mr. Langford implored 
the Divine blessing ; and after the chairman 
had given a suitable opening address, he called 
upon Mr. D. Worthington, deacon, to give 
his account of the origin of the West Ham 
cause and of tl1e Lord's leadings in the 
Church's choice of the pastor which he had 
not time to do. in the afternoon, which 
account was as follows :-

In the year 1839 a few Christian friends 
(some of whom had formerly worshipped at 
Zoar chapel, London, and some at the Ark 
chapel, near the Point, Stratford) desired to 
have a cause of truth at West .Ham, when 
Mr. Champness opened his house for preach
ing, but they soon found this too small. The 
friends then sought a larger place. They 
hired a loft over some stables, which 
they fitted up for a place of worship, and 
called it the Granary. The friends invited 
faithful ministers to preach to them, some of 
whom were free-grace Baptists, some free
grace Independents, of the latter were· Mr. 
Abrahams and Mr. West. On January 21st, 
1840, eight persons were formed into a 
Church by Mr. Milaer and Mr. Curtis. Mr. 
Milner was a real father to the cause as long 
as the Lord spared him to preach. After the 
formation of the Church a special Church 
meeting was called to consider the necessity 
of making the Church Strict-a Strict 
Baptist Church according to the New Testa
ment order; and a resolution was passed 
that in future no ministers should be invited 
to preach but baptized believers, whose views 
of doctrine and discipline were according to 
the rules of the Church; and it has been con
tinued a particular Strict B_aptist Church to 
the present time. The new place of worship 
was soon found to be very unpleasant to 
meet in, the wet coming in through the roof 
and the men swearing at the ho1·ses below; 
so the friends decided upon looking out for 
a piece of ground to build a chapel upon. A 
building committee was formed, and a penny 
a week subscription fund. They were led to 
fix upon the plot ol ground the chapel now 
stands on, and succeeded in obtaining it on a 
lease for ninety-nine years at a ground rent 
of £j', per year, to commence August, 1842. 
They agreed with Mr. Thomas Curtis to 
build the cbppel for £}376, including the 
seats. They paid him £100 before he com
menced to build, the remainder was to be 
paid as they could obtain it; so in March, 
1843, the building began, and, by the good
nesl' of our God, the chapel was opened for 
worship on April 30th, 1844. Brethren 
Kershaw, Foreman, and Milner preached on 
the following Lord's-day; J. A. Jones, Moyle, 
and Curtis preached to' good congregations, 
December 25, in the same year. .Mr. John 
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Beat was ordained na pastor over the few poor 
~eople then fo1•miog the Church, The friends 
who had worshipped at Zoar could oot hear 
Mr. l:Jest to profit; but Mr. Champoess, 
being very much attached to him, wished him 
to remain, which be dW for about oioe 
months. He told them he was oot able to 
preach to them aoy longer, so he resigned, 
Jeaviog the Church in rlebt. After him came 
Mr. Louthen to preach to !,1!!, who conthiued 
with us about five years. we had peace and 
some prosperity under his ministry; but 
towa1•ds the latter part of his time, the Word 
-0eased to be profitable to the Church, so that 
the members aod congregation became so 
few that he only bad twenty-five on Lord's
-day to hear him. We had a struggle to keep 
•the doors opens. At length the Lord opened a 
way for him to leave, and Mr. llentote 
succeeded him ; he preached to us for two 
years; but no prosperity attended his 
ministry, not 011e being added to the Church 
by his instrumentality, though he was a good 
and gracious man. He received for his preach
ing only flve·shilliogs on the Lord's-day aod 
sixpence for week eveoiogs. When our 
brother left us we had supplies, aod among 
them the Lo1-d aeot us brother Bracher. It 
soon became evident that he was the ooe the 
Lord io tended to bless to us, by His owoiog 
the Word preached, so that we sooo had a 
revival in our borders. The chapel began to 
fill, aod souls were blessed. The Church 
then invited him for six months, with a 
view to the pastorate, which he accepted, 
and which office he filled for seventeen 
years. He came amo11g us when we were 
in a very low state. We could only give him 
six shillings a week at first, aod theo twelve, 
and when we clelll'ed off the debt we gave 
him .£1. The Lord so . laid the Church 
upon his mind that he said," Ifhe had nothing 
for preaching he felt he must.come to West 
Ha~." He was made a great blessing to us 
both temporally and spiritually. lo 1860 
there remained a debt on the chapel to the 
builder; but no one knew how much. Mr. 
Worthington, deacon, felt anxious to have 
it settled, as Mr. Curtis, the creditor, was 
likely to live bn t a short time. He told the 
Church that if they would allow him to go to 

· him upon the subject, he believed he could 
arrange with him to take half the amount 
if paid in three months, becauae he was well 
known to him. The debt was ,£85, and Mr. 
Curtis consented to take .£50, and give a 
receipt for the ,£85. We had subscription 
eards printed and we collected £,72, with 
which we cleared off the debt and built a wall 
at the side ol the chapel and boarded round the 
walls inside the chapel. After this another 
trouble appeared. Mr. Worthington was 
informed that the chapel g1-ouod was to be 
sold by auction, and the Church deputed him 
to go to London and bid for it ; but he was 
desired not to bid more than .£160 ; but the 
all-wise God caused him to bid .£180, and it 
was knocked down to him, for the trustees 
ofthechapel. Mr. Mole was employed to 
make out the conveyance, and to obtain the 
documents connected with the latter; and he 
ptocured the lady's lather's will, and in that 

will the lady that granted a ninety-nine 
years' lease had only a life interest in the 
laod, and she had been dead six years before 
her sister sold all the estate, therefore the 
lease was useless, and we were lialile to be 
turned out of our home with a week's notice, 
if we had oot had the Lord on our side; but 
He appe~red for us, and we had a thanks
giving meeting soon after this to acknowledge 
His goodness to us as a Church and people, 
especially in this instance. I would here say 
that we borrowed .£200 at 5 per cent. 
interest, to be repaid in ten years at £20 
a year, and we cleared it all ott in that time. 
lo January, 1873, we opened a S~bbath 
school, and built a gallery in which to teach 
the children; Lut this is too small, con
sequently they have to be taught in the 
chapel; but we hope the time will shortly 
come when we shall have a suitable school 
room. A committee has been formed for this 
purpose, and secretary and treasurer 
appoio ted to rece~ve donations in aid ol the 
fund. Mr. Lee, ol Bow, the superintendent 
of the Sabbath school, and three other friends 
have /.romised .£5 each wbeo the stone 
is lai . The teachers are very attached 
to their labour ol Jove, and the school is in a 
prospero~s state. In 1875 the Lord was 
r,leased to take to Himself our beloved pastor, 
brother Bracher, on the 1st of February, and 
theo we again had supplies, amongst whom 
was our brother Elven, who preached to us 
the first time in April, 1876. His ministry was 
so blessed to the Church aod people that we 
gave him an invitation to supply for three 
months; but he declined to acceptit,consider
iog one Lord's-day not suffici!!n t to justify the 
Church io giving, or himself accepting it; but 
he agreed to come two.or three Lord's-days in 
each of the three months, io order to see more 
clearly the Lord's will in, the matter. However, 
when about halt that period had expired, the 
Church being ot the same mind, the Word 
continuing to be blessed, each member was 
supplied with two tickets, ooe for and one 
against to invite him for six months with a 
view to the pastorate. There were 53 
members that had heard to profit, that being 
all the hearing members we had, and they 
all voted for him, not one against him, not one 
neutral. The people continued to hear the 
Word with savour and power. On tile first 
Lord's-day in January the members increased 
to 66. They were again supplied wi:h two 
tickets ; each and all voted for him to be our 
pastor, not one against as before. He was 
written to to this effect, and the Lord 
inclined him to accept the invitation, and the 
Holy Ghost waters the Word preached by him 
to the comforting and building up of His 
people. Aod the Lord is pleased to bestow 
upon His people a spirit of prayer on his 
behalf; and we can say there is love and unity 
dwelling amongst us as a Church. Fi/teen 
have been added to the Church since on: 
brother Elven came amon~st us, and others 
are waiting to cast lo their lot with us ; so 
that we have every reason to thick the Lord 
has sent him to be our minister, for which we 
desire to be thankful that He has given us such 
a man of truth to feed his Hock at West Ham. 
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THE NEW SONG WE HOPE TO SING. 
Third anniversary of Mr. T. Stringer's 

plll!tm·ate at Earl-sheet was September 30 
and Oct. 2, 1877. Six sermons were given 
by the brethren T. Stringer, C. Cornwell, 
Henry Hanks, R. C. Bardens, and H. 
Myerson, which the venerable James Thomas 
Messer declared to bemRflDificentexhibitions 
of the Gospel of the grace of God. 

Mrs. Stringer and her lady-helpers served 
up a wholesome and bountiful tea. James 
Mote, E,q., was to preside at public meet
ing, but being called to go on the Continent 
pastor Stringer took the chair; pa.<sed a 
high compliment on the honour, charity, and 
lf!'efulnes, of lllr. Mote, anrl called for a vote 
of thank~ for Mr. Lynn, his beloved wife's 
father, who had so zealously and successfully 
worked in obtaining for them the lease of 
Triuity-street chapel, where they would 
meet for worship Oct. 21 ; hoping therein to 
continue prosperously to proclaim the Gospel 
and to worship the Lord- until his work on 
earth was finished. 

The title of the evening subject was "The 
New Song and Its Harmonious Parts," 
which was opened by brother John Bonney 
in a Scriptural exposition, which evinced close 
study of the Word, and the gift of a sancti
fied memory. Our favoured friend, T. J. 
Messer, next flew through the souls of the 
people with a stream of eloquent fire, which 
set us all alive. C. W. Banks referred to the 
Harmonious Parts of the New Sonir, showing 
the 4th and 5th chapters of Revelation re
vealeth the way in which Christ entered into 
the presence of His Father after His ascen
sion; in which vision John saw, and through 
his testimony is revealed to the redeemed 
family, the original source aod the eternal 
securitv of the salvation of the whole election 
of grace. John saw 

I. The covenant of God in the rainbow. 
2. The throne of -God, expressive of the 

Divine sovereiirnty. 
3. The Book of God, with all the decrees 

of heaven; theChurcb'scareerbeingwritten 
inside, and the world's government written 
outside ; from whence the poet drew forth 
that signifii,ant verse-

" Cb'l.ined to His throne a volnme lies, 
With all the fares o: men; 

Wir.b every angel"• form and size 
Drawn by th' eternal pen." 

4. John saw the Christ of God, "Who 
came and took the book out of the hand of 
Him that sat upon the throne." 

5. '!'he ~pirit ol God, called "The seven 
spirits of God sent forth into all the earth." 

6. He also saw and beard the angels and 
their voices in harmony with the whole 
Church of God represented by the living 
creatures, and by the four-and-twenty 
elders. 

Last of all, as the end and desire of all this 
irrand work, J obn •aw the pure worship of a 
Triune-Jehovah, when they fell down before 
the Lamb, and commenced the New Song, 
a,cribing glory to God in Christ for His per
fect work, in the redemption of all who had 
been given unto Him by His Father. 

What C. W, B. desired to say on the New · 

Song (but was afraid to occupy the time as. 
other brethren had to speak) ls to be found 
in Cheering Words, 

Interesting addresses were also delivered 
by R. A. Lawrence and C, Cornwell which, 
we l10pe they will send us when conv'enien t 

We were happily deli~hted to see ou;· 
brother Thomas Stiinger ID such healthful 
vigour ot •ririls, and strong In body. May 
his remova to Trinity be a special blessing to
himselt and to thousands of souls. Amen. 

MR. JOHN BUNYAN McCURE 
Being with our dear brother J. B. 

McCure when the following note came into
~is.ha~d, we as,~e_d to be permitted to giv(\ 
1t ID E. V., ID order that our friends 
might see the strong attachment of one· 
brother toward another; also that the strong 
conviction of brother Benjamin Taylor con~ 
<'erning the future of our esteemed friend 
whose labours in Australia and in England• 
have been too much for any man very Jong· 
to endure. We saw, conversed and prayed 
with, and tried to preach 'for brother· 
McCure; and we realised a hope' that yet 
the Lord may restore him to labour again 'in 
the Gospel. The following is the note we
refer to:-

MY DEAR BEJ.0VED BROTHER -Many 
t~anks for your kindness in aiding .:ie in the 
c!rculation of my !orthc!'ming · work. I do
s1Dcerely sympathise with you, and after 
reading you¥hort note, I _was led to pray 
earnestly for you, and do trust the good Lord 
will favour you with grace and strength 
sufficient: I feel sure He will. It is my 
firm impression that your laborious work is. 
done, and that you ought to rest entirely 
durin11; the remainder of your "days. Is not 
this the only way to secure to you that which 
is absolutely nece•sary? No doubt, perfect 
quietude, air, and gentle exer.cise will do
much for you. This seems to me to be the 
mind of the Lord, •md I think you ou11;ht to
submit to it. Recollect, your life is the life
of two strong men, and I hear the Master's. 
voice saying unto you, "Well done thou 
good and faithful servant • • . ente~ thou, 
into the joy of thy Lord." Trv now and· 
reap the fruits of your hard "labours in 
admiring tile wonder-working band which 
bas Jed you, guided you, supported and 
sustained you in all your career. Your
strength now is to sit still (Isa. xxx. 7). 
May the Lord give you submission and 
patience, combined witli your zeal for Him• 
and when your sands are run out may voJ 
receive the crown of life whfob th; Lord· tbe
rij!"bteous -~udge shall give unto you. I feel 
you to be ID IIIY very heart and affections 
and seem as though I could lay down my 
!leek f?r. your future rest, peace, and comfort, 
ID retmng from a work too great for you 
and which, if persevered in, must result i~ 
very terrible consequences to you. May 
the good Lord help you to consider devise 
and act in that way which shall be 'for H~ 
glory and your good. So prays your most 
affectionate brother in Jesus, · 

B. T.AYLOB. 
Pulham-St,-Hary, Sept. 20, 1877. 
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THE HA YES HARVEST THANKS
GIVING MEETING. 

One of the happied and most successful of 
meetings held at the tabernacle, was that of 
Wednesday, September 19. The sanctuary 
and its surroundings shewed evident signs of 
plenty, and the general tone of the multitude 
of worshippers was that of thankfulness and 
praise. 

Christ, the unspeakable gift, the possession 
of which enables the living family of God to 
render praise to His holy Name. Mr. 
Benzley gave us a warm apeech on the wise 
and foolish virgins, which was closely followed 
by some words on Boaz and Ruth, and the 
injunction laid down in Ruth ii. 8, by the 
writer ; and a few remarks on the two 
benefits of the Christian, grace and provi
denc~, by Mr. Forman, terminated the happy 
meetmg. Several ministerial brethren and friends 

arrived at Southall station shortly after 12, 
and the more part were conveyed to the 
;rural village of Hayes iu vehicles that once 
bore the stamp of greatness. On reaching 
our destiny, we were cheerfully greeted by 
the honest and blithesome-faced pastor, Mr. 
R. C. Hardens. and his excellent and generous 
mends, Mr. Wild and family. 

At 2 o'clock a substantial dinner was 
served up in the schoolroom to a good 
eompany of friends, many of them sons and 
daughters of the soil and their cbubby
ebeeked offilprings, which, from the eager 
interest they exhibited at the approach of the 
burdened dishes, forcibly reminded us of 
Cowper's pert couplet-

"There's little talking, &nd no wit; 
It is no time to joke." 

But, in due course, the clamour of Ratisfac
tion began to increase, and after !!"race the 
friends removed to the chapel, gazine- with 
admiring eyes on the splendid table of first
ripe fruits, that was well worthy ot a niche in 
the l!"reat Crystal Palace fruit-show. In 
front of the table was a neatly-worked banner 
bearing the appropriate motto, " The earth 
is the Lord's and the fulness thereof." It is 
also worthy of note here that the sumptuous 
dinner and tea was gratuitously supplied to 
the labourers of the village in waiting by 
Messrs. Wild and Gregory; would that we 
bad more of such like free-hearted men in 
our little Cllurches; who are not only able, 
but willing to help those that cannot help 
themselves. 

The hymns to be sung on the occasion 
were strictly appropriate, and well printed by 
Mr. Banks. 

Mr. Forman, of March, preached in the 
afternoon from Rom. i. 16. The evening 
was commenced with a hymn-

" Britons! now your harvest ended, 
All your fruits securely stored, 

Come with grateful joy attended, 
Praise and bless your bounteous Lord.11 

Mr. Newby presided. After prayer by Mr. 
Waters, the chairman spoke of the occasion 
of the meeting, illustrating the various 
labours of God's messengers by the interesting 
and important_pursuits of the tillers of the 
ground. C. W. Banks gave some solemn 
-and thoughtful words on Matt. iii. 12, 
"Whose Ian is in His band," &c., which fell 
with great weight on the ears of many 
present, and which will not soon be forgotten. 
Mr. Griffith, of " Hope " chapel, a kind, 
open-hearted, "safe man" in Gospel truth, 
spoke with freedom and profit on the good
ness of God (Psa. cvii.}. Mr. Ponsford, a 
'Venerable servant of Christ, spoke of the 
.abundant harvest and spiritual fruits ol 

To God he all the praise, aays 
W. WINTEH. 

Waltham Abbey. 

NOT FIT TO PREACH AT ALL. 
MY DEAR BROTHER BBNJ"AMIN 

TAYLOR,-! have read your letter in 
EARTHEN VESSEL with such great plea
sure that I feel I must drop you a line to 
thank you for it. It is a favour when we 
can meet with, or read of, others that are 
exercised in the same way. Truly we are 
left at times to question everything, and to 
wonder where the scene will end. And what 
is strange, and still we need not think it 
strange when we have been deeply exercised 
in our poor souls, and tern p ted as you speak 
in your letter, and they experience a 
gracious deliverance, we are obliged to use 
the language of the Psalmist and say, 
"Blessed be God, which hath not turned away 
my prayer, nor His mercy from me." But 
how experimental preaching is despised in 
this our day. And the dear servants of God, 
exercised in tJiese thingg, are looked upon by 
some as not being lit to preach at all. And, 
alas! they feel so themselv~ at times, if I 
may judge by myself and your own words. 
How very precious the above Scripture was 
to my poor soul the other moPDing at 
Croydon. About six o'clock I turned to my 
Bible, and was directed to the 66th Psalm. 
The whole of it seemed sweet; but when I 
came to the last words, ".Blessed be God," 
&c., my soul seemed to mount at once, and f 
began to look haek to view the way the dear 
Lord bad led me, and the many afflictions, 
trials, persecutions, crosses, temptations, and 
enemies the gracious Lord had delivered me 
from and out of. And still f find fresh ones 
come everydav, more or less. I could feelingly 
say," Bles..oed°be God, which bath not turned 
away my prayer." 0 how many times I 
have entered the pulpit with darkness of 
mind, cast down, and have cried out, " Help, 
Lord help, Lord;" still have almost despaired 
of beip; but the Holy One bath graciously 
visited my soul in reading the Holy Word, or 
in prayer, orin singing a hymn, and the lire 
has began to burn, and the barren heath 
turned into a fruitful lar.d. Yes, my poor 
soul has been set at liberty, and others have 
been refreshed ; therefore God Rball have all 
the praise. Surely His blessed Majesty 
knows how to exercise His own ser•ants, 
and thus to make them useful to His own 
dear tried family. 0 for more grace to watch 
and pray ; and then to have a willing mind 
to follow where He goes. We surely have no 
jwt cause to complain, especially when we 
find that others are benelitted and helped 
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through our deep exercil!ell. I have often 
asked the blessed Majesty to make me useful 
to His dear people. But when I have been 
shut up in prison, and eould not conie forth 
ba,·e tried to pray, and read, or meditate, and 
could get no nearness to the throne, no 
entrance into the Word, no sweet train of 
thou1rbt, I have sometimes said, "Surely 
the Lord bath no pleasure in me." 

Through mercy I still keep on trying to 
exalt the Lo~d Jesus Christ, who bath at 
times been very precious to my soul. I am 
now moving- about from Church to Church. 
I ministered to the Church at Gravesend for 
a month; and truly I felt the dear Master 
with me there in mv work. 0 that some 
precious souls ma,· have to praise the Lord 
eternally for the Word of His grace feebly 
spoken b~· His unworthy servant. I am now 
very anxious to know the will of the Lord, 
and am trying, through grace, to call upon 
Him to lead me only where I best and safest 
may abide. 

You will forl!'ive me for taking such liberty, 
and accept of my best wish e.• for your welfare, 
May the Lord still enable you to sound the 
Gospel trumpet, and give you much enjoy
ment in the Divine realities which you have 
contended for for many years. 

Hoping you are well, I remain, yours in 
the Jove of the truth, 

WALTER WRIGHT. 
2.5, Whiting-street, Bury-St.-Edmunds, 

Su:ffolk, April 6, 1877. 

KING'S CROSS.-Bethel chapel anni
versary. In a rather quiet street, called by the 
sweet appellation of" Lavina," leading out of 
Wharfdale-road, is situated a neat sanctuary, 
rightly named "Bethel," and in support of 
which peTMns, as they cross its threshold, 
are exhorted bv somewhat formidable words 
to exercise their" free-will." Such practical 
free-will, when put forth in the manner of 
"offering," is in every way commendable. 
We were J?lad to be present on the celebra
tion of the twelfth anniversary of the cause, 
over which the Holy Ghost has made our 
brother, Mr. W. M. Haydon, overseer (i.e., 
bishop), and in "hich sacred office he has 
been sustained for one year. Two sermons 
were preached by the pastor. At Tuesday 
evening service the pastor presided, and 
called Mr. Green, a worthy member, to 
speak of the progress of the cause during· 
the past forty-the year• be bad know}!- it. 
Mr. Isaac Levinsohn addressed the friends 
ou Christian unit.v. Mr. R. G. Edwards 
on Christ, Hio Peraon, His Name, His 
Peace, &c. C. W. Banks made some suit
able and seasonable remarks on the nature 
of the work of a pastor, which were well 
received. Mr. Gander on the Vision of 
Ezekiel. W. Winters on the last great act 
Jesus performed j1Jst before He ascended to 
glory (the blessing). Mr. W. Archer gave 
encoura1?iDlal' remarks on the work of itiner
atinJ? ministers in the Strict Baptist Asso~ia
tion; of which he is the sec1etary. The 
pastor closed this excellent meeting with 
praver. w. WIIITBKS. 

Waltham Abbey. 

FULBOURN, CA'MBRIDGE. -The 
Strict Baptists held annual harvest thanks
,tiving services on Sept. 21, when Mr. J. 
Rayment, their present minister, late of 
Camberwell, gave us an excellent discourse 
on Hosea vii. 14. C. W. Banks preached in 
the afternoon and evening, A good number 
gathered trom Bottisham, Balsham, Will
braham, also from Cambridge, who cheered 
us by their presence and help. Mr. HanJ?er
opened the evening service. A substantial 
dinner and tea was enjoyed. We desire to 
thank our friends in th·• name of our God for 
their help and pre~nce. Especially would 
we record the great kindness of our brother
Banks in coming to us and giving the whole 
of his expenses of the day as well os his ser
vices ; also the whole of the expenses of the 
printing in connection with announcement 
of meeting. This Strict Baptist chapel was 
built in the year 1855. The ground for same, 
with a larite burial ground there, together 
with some sixty or more feet in front, was the 
gift of the late Mr. Fuller, by ,..hose kind aid 
and the united efforts of a few puor saints the 
present neat little place was erected, leaving 
ample frontage for a much larger building. 
The whole being freeholil and free from debt 
is now enrolled as a Strict Communion Bap
tist Calvinistic Society or Church, and put 
in trust of trustees only that hold those 
principles and praciice for ever; it also pro
vides that the entire control lie in the bands 
of the Society or Church ; and the minister, 
must abide by the letter of tht deed, or the 
trustees have power to remove any that com
mit a breach ofpraetice. So excellentadeed 
of trust the writer never before read. Two 
years ago this cause had sunk so low that 
they closed this excellent freehold house 
built for the worship of God, not having funds 
from which to pay fare for supplies ofithe 
pulpit. Just at that moment the Lord moved 
our dear brother Banks to come over and 
help us by bis personal aid and the fund at 
bis disposal. We have continued praying, 
and at times we obtained the help of brethren 
on the Lord's-day. Thus we continued look
ing to the Lord for aid until Angust 26. 
Through severe domestic affliction, and the 
sudden death of beloved wife, Mr. J. 
Rayment was compelled to seek the quiet 
needed for brain and nerves, His atten lion 
being directed to this spot, he bas continued 
freely serving us and the villages near; and 
we are c],eered to see signs of hies.sing on 
bi• earnest endeavours to raise the little one, 
speaking as he doe• in two villages every 
Lord's-day and others in the week, in addition 
to J?ivinlal' his •ervices to us here .. In humble 
dependence upon God, friend Rayment has 
consented to stay, C. W, Banks having 
promised to aid us if possible At present 
we ask the assistance of our frienols. We 
have expended all the fund kindly sent for 
repairs, and now we must new floor a good 
part of the building, For thi• purpose and 
the continuance of our friend Mr. rtayment, 
we must earnestly entreat the kind contri
butions of those whom the Lord bath blessed. 
P.O.O. may be made payable to Mr. John, 
Rayment, Fulbourn, Cambs. F. M. H. D. 
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AUSTRALIA. 
DEAR EDITOR OP "THE EARTHEN 

VBBBEL,"-The Church at Port Adelaide, 
worshirping at the Odd Fellow's hall, as a 
Strict Baptist Church, received a visit of 
pastor John W. Bamber, of Eagle Hawk, 
Victoria, last March. We invited brother 
Bamber as pastor of the little flock that bas 
been striving to hold its own for some years. 
Some came from the old mother Church 
(Salem, North Adelaide), which bas been 
scattered. The Church, which has been held 
four years at the Odd Fellow's hall, sent an 
invitation to our dear brother; he accepted 
it ; arl'ived here June 28, 1877, commenced 
bis labours amongst us on _the following 
Sunday. Sunday, July 15, recognition 
services were held; brother Bramber preached 
morning and evening. Oo the following 
Wednesdav, in connection with the foregoing 
services, an excellent tea was provided by 
sisters Beasley and Thompson, which was 
given gratuitously; a good number sat 
down ; a public meeting succeeded. On the 
platform were Mr. Hooper, of Glenely (chair
man); Messrs. Murray and Mason, of North 
.A<lelaide; Kither, of Hermitage; Fletcher 

_of Salisbury ; and brother Allen, of Lefevre's 
Peninsula, Port. Opening address of chair
man : brother Bamber was then introduced; 
deacon Jesse Allen gave the right band of 
fellowship on behalf of the Chnrch ; brother 
Bamber gave interesting account of the 
Lord's dealings with his soul; bis call by 
grace; his call to the ministry ; the myste- -
rious way in which the Lord had led him to 
Port Adelaide. It is truly mysterious. Mr. 
Kither addressed the meeting on "Tile 
Faithfulness of God;" Mr. Hooper, "The 
Wisdom of God;" Mr. Murray," The Power 
of God." Mr: Mason, after singing, engaged 
in prayer and closed. I am happy to state 
om· congregation is double the number since 
Mr. Bamber came. 'rhe Lord be gracious 

· to us ! May the set time to favour Zion be 
drawing very near : and Jesus, our Elder 
Brother, see the travail of His soul, and be 
abundantly satisfied. 

JOHN LRWIB WILt.lAMS, 
(Secretary to the Church). 

Port Adelaide, South Australia, 
August 8, 1877. 

THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER. 
To thank the Lord for His numerous 

mercies toward us as a nation, in giving us 
many good things which the earth bas 
yielded ; in preserving us in peace, and peti
tioning Him to stay the fearful war now 
raging between Turkey and Russia, special 
services were commenced in our South 
Hackney Baptist chapel, on Lord's-day, 
September 30, when the pastor preached 
morning and evening. The evening service 
was pa1•ticularly solemn. The sermon was 
"founded on the words recorded by the inspired 
evangelist Matthew (iii. 12): "Whose Ian is 
in His hand, nod He will througblypurge His 
floor, and jlather His wheat into the garner; 
but He will burn up the cbaft'with unquencb
abl', Hre." 'rhe note of alarm and warning 
was 11<>unded out in language which it has 

not been ours to listen to for many yeani. 
The preacher waxed warm with his subject, 
even at times to emphasis, and evidently 
feeling the weight and responsibility of such 
a searching portion of Scripture, waned not, 
througbou t the discourse, in ( to use Paul's 
words) "warning every man." 

On Monday, October I, which was the 
forty-sixth anniversary of Mr. C. W. Banks's 
first going out to preach, in the afternoon 
prayer and praise were offered to the Lord 
for His many favours from the hearts of those 
thus gathered, which service, after tea bad 
been served, was continued until our excel
lent friend, Mr. J. S. Anderson, arrived, 
when be ascended the pulpit and delivered a 
thoughtful and experimental discourse from 
the words, "Out of the depths have I cried 
unto Thee, 0 Lord," which found a response 
in the hearts of those who were privileged to 
listen to it. 

On Friday afternoon the services were re
sumed, it being the eighth anniversary of 
laying the foundation stone ot the chapel. In 
the afternoon, brethren met together and sang 
praises unto the Lord, thanking Him for past 
mercies, and asked Him for a continmmce of 
His favours toward His people in this and 
other lands; addresses were also delivered by 
brethren Dearsly, R. G. Edwards, T. J. 
Messer, T. Steed, and Austin, and others. 
Jn the evening Ml'. J. L. Meeres came U? 
and told us, "The Lord wa.• good, a strong
hold in the day of trouble; and He knowetb 
them that trust in Him." :Mr. Meeres 
preached a sermon, which commended itself 
to the hearts of all present ; it was sound 
in its doctrine, evangelical in principle, and 
delivered with a clear and distinct voice, 
occasionally emphatic, never tedious, unas
suming, yet demonstrative. It was eight 
years ago that day when Mr. Meeres was 
in Speldburst-road. We hope to be often 
favoured with bis compaay. 

Between the services tea was provided, 
and the friends enjoyed sweet in:ercourse. 
There were other services in the week. 

SPELDHU RST•R0A.DITB. 

ESSEX.-At Bexley-heath this autumn 
we met in a cottage with two ancient be
lievers, both over ei!1;hty, who were two out 
oftbe three members,who formed the Church 
at Chelmondistone. Hfty years ago. These 
good oh.I disciples have not been moved away 
from the faith and hope of the Gospel for 
more than half-a-century. We enjoyed 
their testimony concerning the mer~ies Gt 
the Lord unto them. Ye cannot Hod such 
good savoury fellowship with many in these 
days of '' PROGRESS." 

COLCHESTER.-" The Bible room," 
says a friend, has again been opened for the 
preaching of the Gospel. What does this 
mean? K. F. notes the visit of Mr. A. 
Hall has been profitable to some hundreds, 
who beard him gladly. 1"banks for tidings 
of new chapel. Everywhere two things are 
required-more spiritual :i.nd Gospel power 
in the pulpit, and more financial power in. 
the excbeq uer. 
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CAMDEN TOWN.-MILTON HALL. 
Fifth anniversary of the opening of this hall 
as a Strict BaptM Church, was celebrated 
on Sunday, September 16. Two sermons by 
Mr. D. Gander, and one by Mr. T. Stringer. 
-On the Tuesday following, an excellent tea 
was served to a respectable company. Mr. 
D. Gander presided; Mr. N. Oakey prayed. 
The chairman, in bis opening address, wns 
terse and faitbful1 noted the goodness of God 
in his ministerial course from Claygate to 
Milton ball, London, during a period of 
eight years, five of which have been happily 
spent at the last-mentioned place, where he 
( tbe pastor) hopes to rumain tbronghou t bis 
mortal existence ( Deo fa1•ente-jurante
rolente), he having obtained help of God 
<lOntinnes to this day. Mr. Cornwell spoke 
well on the Tree of Knowledge, God's 
110vereignty in planting it, the prohibitive 
nature of the command of God, the freedom 
of man's will in the matter, and the result 
-of the breach-man's mortality. Mr. R. G. 
Edwards gave some original thou~hts on the 
Tree of Lile, which would bear reiteration to 
the reflective mind. Mr. R. A. Lawrence 
gave excellent lessons drawn from the Palm 
Tree-a tree in great measure characteristic 

,of himself ( ! ), upright, and bearing fruit at 
the top ; by this, we do not infer that our 
brother bears fruit only from his head 
naturally, but from hii heart through his 
spiritual Head, Christ. The speaker treated 
the subject in an able manner, making 
mention of a variety of uses for which the 
tree was famous, beautifully corresponding 
with the perfections of Jesus and the graces 
<>I the Church in Him. The subject of this 
tree was followed by one of equal importance 
-namely, the Olive Tree, by Mr. Nugent, 
1lfter which Mr. G. Pung spoke briefly, 
making honourable mention of the Cedar 
Tree, and W. Winters wound up the meeting 
by some remarks on the Myrtle Tree; but 
as he had to take notes it is not necessnry for 

Then death must be a ble!llllng. The Father 
p;ives a kingdom ; saints are honoured ; they 
are ap~inted toa kingdom. A large number 
sat down to a tea well provided ana manne:ed 
by the lady friends. In the evenin!!'. a public 
meeting, when the pastor- presided, and 
brethren Meeres, Webb, Masterson, Lang
ford, and Myerson spoke from the following 
subjects; Glorious Liherty, Faithful Pro
mises, Acceptance in the Beloved, and the 
Kind Assurance of Chrls!;i " I will not leave 
you comfortless," &c. These services were 
characterized by sacred pleasure and profit, 
Christian fellowship, good congregations, and 
large collections ; in all senses a good anni
versary. Friends from other Churches came 
to manifest their good leeling to thP. Church 
and pastor. That grace alid peace f1"?m God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ may 
be with them, is the desire of the Church at 
Hope chapel and of 

ONE THAT WAS THERE. 

him to say more. W. WINTERS. 
Waltham Abbey. 

BETHNAL GREEN.-H0PE CHAPEL. 
The twenty-third anniversary services were 
held as follows: On Lord's-day, September 
"30, three sermons were preached; morning 
anrl evening by J. Griffith (the pastor) from 
Psa. lx:uvii. 3, " Glorious things spoken of 
Zion·" and 2 Cor. iv. 7, "The Gospel 
Treai:ure." In the afternoon, Mr. Langford 
from Rom. xii. 1, "Living Sacrifices." On 
Tuesday, October 2, Mr. Hazelton preached 
a good and refreshing sermon from Luke 
:xii. 32, " Fear not, little flock; " noticing 
the flock, the encouragement, and the Father's 
nwnificence. The existence of the flock 
includes the existence, character, and !l'lory 
-of the Lord Jesus Chmt. Christ brings His 
sheep into being; He gathers them, He 
-comlorts them, leading them into green 
pastures. There is unity and variety in the 
flock, sheep and lambs; but all are born in 
the same wav and loved with the aame love. 
They need not fear anything in heaven, in 
the moral government of God, in providence, 
the devil, or the world, or anything on earth. 

BOSTON .-Recognition services, Bethel 
chapel, Trinity-street, Boston, in connection 
with Mr. John Bolton's settlement as pastor 
of the Church, Tuesday, October 9; we met 
at 2.30. Mr. Richard Sneath read and 
prayed; Mr. William Wilson preached; At 
5, between seventy and eighty partook of the 
bounties of a kind Providence. At 6.30, 
commenced one of the most interesting 
services ever held since the erection of this 
neat little chapel. The presence and power 
of the anointing Spirit was there; the Lord 
did indeed make the place of His_ feet 
glorious. M.r. Bolton read Romans xii., and 
prayed t Mr. Sneath occupied the pulpit, and 
asked John Bolton to relate the Lord's 
dealings with him. Mr. B. was enabled t!' 
trace clearly the work of God the Holy Ghost 
upon his soul. He also gave ample testimony 
to tjle leadings of Providence and grace by 
wbich he was brought out as a minister of 
the Gospel. Mr. Sill, the senior deacon, then 
made a brief statement concerning the way 
in which we, as a Church, came to hear of 
the miner in South Wales, and how God has 
heard our earnest suppli~ations when we 
begged of Him to send us a man to preach 
the Word in our midst, which He has 
graciously done in sending Mr. B. The 
deacons and minister elect joining hands, 
Mr. Sneath prayed for the Divine blesRing, 
and declared Mr. B. to be the pastor of the 
Church at Bethel. Mr. Sneath then gave 
the charge.-Yours affectionately in the 
truth, J. SHARPE. 

CLAPHAM.-Ebenezer chapel harvest 
thanksgiving services, on October 3, proved 
very excellent. Mr. Shepherd preached an 
impressive sermon ; in the afternoon an 
excellent tea was enjoyed ; and the public 
meeting in the evenmg, well presided over 
by our excellent friend Mr. Wild, of Hayes, 
was a good one; the many and various 
brethren delivered themselves well on the 
one itrand and glorious theme, the Gospel. 
The people enjoyed what was said thoroughly; 
attendance and collections were good. 
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CAMDEN TOWN.-A few minntes' 
walk from Camden Town railway station, on 
the North London line1 ur, College-street, in 
a quiet passage, stands 'Avenue chapel," 
where, for several yea1'8, the Gospel has been 
J>roclaimed, and a Strict Baptist Church has 
flourished. Mr. Higham was long esteemed 
here as a quiet, useful pastor. His successor, 
Mr. W. H. Evans, has been the Lord's 
servant to revive the cause, to renovate the 
building, and to diminish the debt. Special 
services were bolden October 14 and 16. 
Sermons were preached by W. H. Evans, 
the pastor, G. W. Shepherd, and C. W. 
Banks, and supplementary addresses given 
by the brethren Griffith, Box, Langlor~, and 
G. Webb. The pastor's introduction was 
cheering; it showed the Church at the Avenue 
bad paid off in the last nine months about 
.£130, besides carrying on their schools, and 
other charitable efforts. They require .£150 
to quite remove their debt. The expositions 
given at public meetings were sacred in tone, 
clear, and excellent in matter. Mr. Box 
gave a well-expressed and intelligent dis
course, illustrating the capacity of the soul, 
its const-ant revolutions and deep exercises; 
how the Spirit ot God new creates, 
convinces, empties, and then leads it to 
enjoy its justification in the righteousness ot 
God and its happy fellowship with Christ. 
There is scholastic growth, spiritual depth, 
and an increase of Scriptural light in our 
risinl!' men. Mr. Langford declared himself 
a believer in the eternaf God, in the immor
tality of the soul, and dwelt with force upon 
David's Word, "Come unto me all ye that 
fear God, and I will declare what He bath 
done for my soul.'' God bath done something 
for the soul; the soul is brought to know 
God bath done it, and thus what God bath 
done for the soul must be spoken out, declared, 
and published. Mr. G. Webb and pastor 
Evans closed a meeting much calculated to 
edify the people. 

CROYDON.-There bas been another 
division in the Church meeting in Tamworth
road Baptist chapel, Croydon, which is the 
old Church that met for more than 100 
years in Pump Pail. It will be remembered 
that the late pastor, Mr. J. C. Thurston, 
who occupied the pulpit about eleven years, 
resigned two years ago, and being joined by 
some friends of his Church and conitregation, 
they held services in the public ball, subse
quently building that nice and compact 
chapel in Derby-road. Since be left, there 
bas been no stated minister at Tamworth
road ; but, by the energies of the deacons, it 
has been supplied bv excellent men of God. 
It is painful to find" that there should beany 
cause for another divison, but such is the 
case.• Some of the members have opened (on 
an upper story over some brewery buildings) 
wbat they term "Baptist Meeting Room," 
situnted in West Croydon station yard, 
about four minutes' walk from Tamworth
road cbapel, and two minutes' from Mr. 
Thurston in Derby-road. Mr. Wise and 
M ,. . Kem pston were the first preachers in 
tbis new place. 

BUCKLAND COMMON, NEAR 
TRING. - MR. EDITOR,-We desire to 
thank God for His kindness in sending His 
Word by His aged servant to us poor people 
in such a way as He did. Friends, thank 
God for us! People, praise God with us! 
Christians, adore God with us! We bad a 
good day ; bless the Lord ! His Word touched 
ouy hearts, and made us 'Yeep for joy, to 
tbmk that through our precious Christ poor 
guilty sinners are welcomed to Him in their 
heaviest trials. At our anniversary we bad 
large attendance aitemoon and evening. 
Friends from Tri11g and places around bad a 
good tea. Our friend C. W. Banks came 
quite free; a faithful warrior in the field of 
battle; many wounds has be received but is 
not killed, not stopped ; many have thrown 
at him, many have shot at him, but the 
Master of all masters is on bis sidP, I 
wish there were more like him to care for the 
cause of God and for precious souls. We 
are a small part of the one Church of God • 
we are weak, poor, and despised, but th~ 
Lord bas blessed us; we hope He will come 
and bless His cause again. So prays the 
Church. Friends, pray for us; if you can
not help us, pray for us! The Lord be with 
all Christian readers of the VESSEL aud 
our .aged liiend, C. W. Banks. Gra~e be 
with all. Amen. So prays the deacon, 
ABsAJ.?M TURNER, Buckland-common, 
nearTr1ng. 

D E V O N S H I R E • - "The His
tory of Trinity Chapel, from its Com
mencement to the Present Crisis, with 
Unbiassed Sketehes of its Numerous 
Ministers, &c., &c., is a literary production of 
extraordinary magnitude; but what to do 
with it requires grave consideration. 
"Tbougbts on the How" are beautiful; we 
could not give them yet. We are thankful 
to hear that Mr. Collins has many friends 
faithful in the tru tb, and that Ebenezer holds 
her own : genuine practical godliness is not 
dead. As regards Mr. Pamell, his antece
dents fully justify the hope that, in Devon
shire especially, be may make a useful 
witness for Christ. "A Deaf Hearer" 
distinguisbeth wisely between tbe enunciation 
of the first principles and the kingdom of 
God within: between Christ's friends and 
His servants. We have always thought there 
were those who sit in spiritual judgment and 
can distinguish the letter from the spirit, 
and the gilt from the grace. We tremble to 
think the gift stands instead of the grace. 
The gift is bold, clear, and always ready; 
the grace is bumble, and more dependent on 
the power of the Spirit. 

ROCH D AL E.-At Newbold Baptist 
chapel we are bolding on in the faith and 
hope of tbe Gospel. Mr. Marsden, of Elland, 
lately gave us precious discourse h·om the 
words, "The Lord knoweth the days of the 
upriitht; and their inberimnce shall be for 
ever. ' Here is a large field to labour in, it 
it please the Lord ol the harvest to send us a 
faithtul man of God. 
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HOXTON .-Special services were held at 
Bethel chapel, N ewton-•treet, Hoxton, on 
Lord's-day, September 30, to commemorate 
the ninth annh•ersary of the pastorate of Mr. 
·Osmond, when three •ermon• were preached : 
in the mornina; and evening by our pa•tor, in 
the afternoon by Mr. Box, of Soho. On tlfe 
follow in!!" Tuesday, October 2, a tea and public 
meetin11: was held, at which brethren Ander
son, Evans, D 0 arsly, and Brown were 
present. The rhair was taken by our pastor; 
Mr. Miller implored the Divine blessing. The 
pastor expre,..ed the delight and pleasure he 
experien<'ed in seeing so many 'riends present 
on that occa•ion, and !!"ave a brief history of 
his experience during the period he had been 
conne<'ted with the Church. Although he 
had been called to pass through .:leep waters, 
he had been upheld by the everlasting arms, 
and had ofttimes proved that God's l!"face was 
all-suffieient for him. Our brother Anderson 
addre«ed us upon the su~ject c>f "The 
Branch ; " our brother Evans upon "Christ 
-our Fulness; " our brother Dearsly upon the 
" Sword of the :'lpirit ; " and our brother 
Brown upon "The Balm of Gilead," which 
gladdened the sou I• of the Lord's dear people. 
We desire to praise our God f.ir the union, 
communion, and sweet peace which rules 
and rei~s with pas!or, dea<'ons, Church,-and 
-congreiration; may it continue to the praise 
and glory of His holy Name. 120 _friends sat 
down to tea, and the chapel was crowded in 
the evening. H. M. 

LONDON ITINERANT BAPTIST 
MINISTERS' ASSOCIATION.-The an
nual meeting was held Septem her 20, in 
Little Alie-street chapel, Mr. S. Dicker
son in the chair. The secretary read an 
interesting and encouraging report, ex
plaining the object and work of the Society. 
During the year two members have accepted 
pastorates ; one new cause has been opened; 
and over 100 Churches have been supplied by 
the brethren, who~e labours the Lord has 
•blessed. Mr. Mayhew opened the meeting 
by prayer; and Messrs. Shepherd. Woodard, 
Isaac Levinsohn, and Dearsly, gave some 
.animating addresses. There was a !?OOd at
tendance. Young men pOS!'essing minis~rial 
gifts were invited to attend the Society's 
monthly meeting held in the vestry of Little 
Alie-street chapel, Commercial-road! E., on 
the evening of the first Tuesday m each 
month. 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH.-Sunday,Sept. 
$, 1877, was the last Lord's-day of Mr. In
wards's ministry here. At half-past ten 
o'clock Mr. Isaac Levinsobn preached to a 
larj!'e congregation on the safety and security 
of the Church and of its individual members. 
In the afternoon and evening, before the 
preacher entered the pulpit, the chapel was 
crowded in all parts ; many people could not 
get in, but stood in the cbapel-ya~. Collec
tions were made after each serv1ee for Mr. 
Inwards who bas served the Church for 
Feveral years very faithfully. We bad a very 
happy day ; the Lord was with us, and our 
t10uls were refreshed. 

SOUTH HAC'KNEY.-Harvest thanks
giving services in Speldhu)"St-ronrl com
menced Sept. 30. First text: '' Bl'ing ye all 
the tithes into the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in Mine house, and prove Me now 
herewith," &c. A quiet solemn day. Oct. I: 
f n afternoon prayer was offered by brethl'en 
Fountain, of Ilford; Francis, Matthew 
Branch, J. Mayhew, S. Banks, David Stan
ton, and J. J. Fowler. Mr. J. S. Ander
son's sermon from "Out of the depths 
have I cried unto Thee, 0 L6rd," came home 
to the hearts of many who beard. Oct. 4 : 
Our Sympathetic Society met. A little ser
mon by C. W. Banks, from "For Thou, 
Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with favour 
wilt Thou compns• him as with a shield." 
Oct. 5: A few friends met at 3 for pl'ayer, 
and some encourae:ing words were given by 
the brethren Dearslv, Austin, Messer, T. 
Steed, and R. G. Edwards. After tea we 
had a service of soul-reviving. Prayers were 
poured forth by brethren Benford, F. Green, 
and J, L. Meere.~, who gave us a discourse 
full olholy truth, and delivered with beart
toucbintz power from Nahum," The Lord is 
irood ; a stronghold in the time of trouble ; 
and He knoweth them that trust in Him." 
Our October meetings as yet have been 
sanctifvingseasons,althoui1bfarfromcrowded. 
If spared, we shall notice the others next 
month. 

ISLINGTON. - In remembrance of 
William Georire Butcher, who entered into 
rest, August 27, 1877, in bis 55th year; 
interred in Islington cemetery, Finchley, 
September 1, 1877. " He giveth His beloved 
sleep." Our esteemed pastor, Mr. Styleii, 
preached his funeral sermon the following 
Lord's-day evening to a large congrega
tion, all of whom who knew him feeling that 
indeed a good and Christian man was sleeping 
in Jesus. His death was somewhat sudden, 
of heart disease, and therefore not much to 
record of the death-bed scene; but his life 
speaks powerfully. His many years' con
sistent membership at Providen<'e chapel, 
Islington, where bis public prayers were 
appreciated ( which were short, and pithy, 
aud spiritual}, as also bis opinions on Church 
matters, which were always considered 
weighty. He was respected by many friends, 
having been a member of Shalom, Hackney, 
and led the singing I here many years back ; 
but now be rests, and his family and the 
Church mourn his loss; but he is happy now 
and we soon bis happiness shall see. 

WELLINGBOROUGH.-Zoar harvest 
thank•giving services were held on Tuesday! 
September 25, when brother C. Cornwel 
preached two excellent sermons; tbP. tea· was 
given by the ladies, as is usual with us; over 
100 partook and enjoyed. We had a ~ 
day m spiritual things; brother Cornwell felt 
at home with· the people, which feeling was 
mutual. Total proceeds were £,9 2s. 3<1., so 
that we again praised the Lord, and rejoiced 
in His goodnellB to us a• a Church and people. 

W. H. LBB, Pastor. 
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WEST HAM, ESSEX. - BAPTIST 
<lHAPBL.-The pMtor's annual tea anti 
public meeting took piece Tuesday, Sept. 25. 
Mr. Wilmore preached an exCPl!ent sermon 
from Jobxxv.4. Teewasprovided,ofwhich 
a good number partook, after which a public 
meeting wa.• held. A hymn being sung, Mr. 
Grey engaged in prayer. The chairman 
then mnile some appropriate remarks, after 
which nddreRses were delivered on the fol
lowing subjects :-Mr. Meeres, Christ the 
Wonderful; Mr. Woodar<I, Christ the Coun
sellor; Mr. Webb, Christ the Mighty God; 
Mr. Grey, Christ· the Everlasting Father; 
Mr. Brown, Christ the Prince of Peace. 
The brethren spoke upon theiroubjects. The 
attendance and collection were good, end 
•some of the friends said that it was one of the 
best meetings they bad had. 

WORTWELL, SUFFOLK. - HJ1rvest 
home services of an in1eresting character 
were held on Tuesday, Sept. 25, when two 
·sermons were preached by Mr. W. F. Edger
ton, of Beccles. The discourse in the after
noon was from Matt. xiii. 30; evening, 
Matt. xxvii. 42. True Go•pel sermons. The 
attendance at both services and at the tea 
-wa. encouraging. Mr. Brand, pastor c.f the 
Bungay Church, gave out the hymns. 
Several friends visited from Beccl~s to en
-courage God's saints here. Brother Everett 
b88 ministered here for several years past; 
the people gather round him ; they are 
neither numerous or rich, but they are 
among 1hose who bold forth the Word of 
truth In the midst of darkness, the excellent 
•of the earth in whom i• all the delight of 

ONE WHO KNOWS THEM. 

HIGH WYCOMBE.-Zion chapel anni
versary of laying of foundation stone, Tues
•day, October 9, 1877. Mr. John Hazelton 
r,reached the sermon from the words, 
'Seeing He ever livetb to make inter-

-cession for us." The nel'essity, the manner, 
the prevalence, the extent, and the perpe
tuity of Christ's intercession, and the blessed
ness resulting to those interested, lucidly 
·shone forth. Collection amounted to £,7. 

A GRATEFUL MEMORABILIA. 
When I look back on years long gone, 

How mo.ny things I see;-
Things that remind me of the ea.re 

And love of God to me ! 
Scene-after scene appears in view,. 

At sight or each I feel 
'Twas His kind hand of Providence 

Moved the revolving wheel. 
Nor will He take that hand away, 

That turns it &t His will; 
But, a.a He's done in yea.re that's pa.at, 

Will guide It for me still. 
Sure I have co.use to praise His name 

For mercies shewn to me.
Mercies unnumber'd o.s the sa.nd,

Mercies, so rich and free. 
And praise l would for all the past, 

And present mercies, too: 
And pray that, when I breathe my last, 

Heaven me.y be in view I 
Woolwloh. H. H, 

LAXFIELD.-Since, to the regret of not 
a few, our pa.~tor resigned, we have enjoyed 
some healthy supplie.,, although our brethren 
find it a responsible work ; still how grateful 
to our Lord we all should feel for raisin~ up 
such a number of favoured men willing and 
qualified to eome with messages of mercy. 
l:!ome think, a more patient, persevering, 
calm, and thongbtlul preacher, than is our· 
brother William Tooke, of Norwich (who 
came to our request), cannot be lound in 
every village. When we hear the Gospel 
honestly published, with a kind manner and 
spirit, we are so happy. 

RINGWOOD.-Our Baptist cause here, 
under brother David B. Garn ham's ministry, 
has a hopeful prospect. He cries constantly 
for unction and power, and sings and 
preaches the eternal truth embodied in the 
following lines:-

" Amazing grace, and love beyond degree-
The Offended died to set the offender free." 
[FROM ONE OF DAVID'S FRIENDS.] 

WOKINGHAM, BERKS.-DEAR 
BROTHER BANKS,-Wokingham is desti
tute of the pure truth; many here would 
prize it. Could you stir up some di.sinterested 
person to come? No doubt a little cause 
would soon be raised. 

KENT.-Pillowed-up in bis bed, dear 
Samuel Foster, of Slurry, has sent us the 
announcement of the sweet, sudden, happy 
death of that most blessed patriarch, brother 
Barnes, of Boughton, behind whose chest of 
drawers, in bis own house, we preached 
salvation more than forty years ago. This 
faithful man of God lived to a great age; 
honoured, beloved, devoted, and useful to 
the last. Of bis life and death Samuel 
Foster promised us particulars if the Lord 
spares him. 

HACKNEY.-Mr. Morgan, a new m101S
ter, bas settled in " Hampden chapel," and 
the Noncon. nobility have assembled to 
wish him success. Hampden chapel bas had 
a variety of pastors and preachers during 
the last few years. This last enterprize is 
anticipated more cheerfully. From the 
numerous entertainments constantly offered 
to the public in this district, it is quite clear 
no stone is left unturned to gather in the 
people. Our churches and chapels are busy 
scenes. Is I Kings xix. 11, 12, still true? 
The only man to win the people in all 
Haekney h Mr. Cuff-he reaches the masses, 
and the masses reach him. 

SHRBWSBURY.-Mr. George Drayton, a 
preacher of this town-also a printer and 
bookseller-was aceidentally drowned in the 
river in September. How many sad 
calamities do befall the sons of men in this 
world ot dangers. To have your lile bidden 
with Christ in God iR the only sale ground 
here, and assurance of entering into that 
kingdom where shipwrecks 01· :!.inking in 
sorrow never can be known. 



856 THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 

DECT,AMATORY PREACHING, - DEAR 
SIR,-Cannot a word to pro6.t reach not 
a few of the brethren engaged in the work 
of the Lord against the ~uent practice 
of declamation, when, as it 1s said, " they 
get a little warm on the subject?" To 
pursue the treatment of any portion of the 
Word of God monotonously, is to go to the 
other extreme ; a variation cannot be helped 
by any faithful minister of tl1e Gospel ; it 
is the excited, noisy voices, including 
numerous thumps with the hands on the 
desk, I specially refer to. That sort of 
earnestness must injure any cause where 
the building is small and ill-ventilated, in
asmuch as the vibration acting on persons 
.of nervous temperament is agonising to a 
degree. Not a few of my friends have been 
obliged to cease attendance al several chapels 
from that one cause, to their own regret, 
and certainly to the loss of the Church as 
good helpers. On Sunday last, a party of 
friends went to -- chapel, at--, Kent, 
and with difficulty they remained at the 
morning servi.,e, owing to the vehemence 
of the preacher; they had had enough to 
upset their nerves for a portion of the after
part of the day, and in the evening went 
to hear a Gospel minister in the Church of 
England.-Yours truly, J.M., Hampstead. 
[This is a useful hint; we hope it will be 
well laid to heart.-ED.] 

" THAT WICKED 'Rocx:.'" - It is 
enough to make the stoutest heart tremble 
when a bishop can thus angrily speak of 
almost the only cheap weekly paper which 
dares bold! y to expose the Clerical Congress 
as " a sham," and to demand honesty a!'d 
sincerity in those immensely numerous clerics 
who are paid expressely to watch over the 
flock of Christ, and to publish to all J.Ilan
kind the Gospel of God's eternal sal'l'Stion. 
The Rock will not wink at the hypocrisy of 
those Jesuits who are selling England's 
liberties ; therefore, it is denounced as 
" That Wicked Rock." Alas! what are we 
coming to! 

BosTON. - Our venerable friend, Mr. 
John Stubley, departed ~is life Oct~IM;r 8, 
1877, ag-ed 83. His relillllns rest at Billmg
hav. For many years he was a steady friend 
to· the cause of Christ. Beneath his roof 
the late blessed David Wilson and other 
friends with us have enjoyed true Christian 

convtr:~ few are in the desert found 
With whom we've labour'd here. 

SYDNEY. - "An Englishman" - Yes, 
papers came • they give continued proDf of 
Mr. Allen's ;arnest and intelligent work as 
pastor preacher and lecturer. In July last, 
the su'nday scho~I meeting wassu,pplemented 
by a lecture on "The Noble Army of 
Martyrs," by Mr. Allen, wh? carried his 
audience back to the persecutions of N e1·0, 
travelling down thi:ough tb~ Roman 
Inquisition to the M anan cruelti~ of Pro
testants in En~land. The Baptist Church 
in Castlereagh:street, Sydney, has become a 
great centre for the defen_ce of the GOl'pel, 
and the diffusion of truth m every branch. 

REBIGNATION.-Mr. John Dickinson, 
minister of Mount Zton chapel, thinks of 
resigning that pastorate at the end ot the 
year. We believe him to be a devoted and 
able minister of the Oospel, and we wish the 
Devonport Church could have retained him. 

WELLINGTON.-"S. P. F." says it is 
not true that Richard Weaver is dead. " He 
has been holding special services here, 
preachinp; to many hundreds." [We never 
announced any death of the kind. Is the 
man truly alive in that way Jesus described ? 
See Matt. xix. 28. l 

"CHEERING WoRDs."-A kind friend 
says:" I have been, through illness,deprived 
of the ordinances of the Lord's house for the 
last fifteen long months ; during that time 
I have often been refreshed with a few 
crumbs, both from" Cheering Words" and 
EARTHKN VESSEL, and while I have 
earnestly longed for the courts of the Lord, 
just a little crumb has sometimes helped me 
to say, 'Dear Lord, not my will, but Thine 
be done."' 

HART'S HYMNS. 
In his first love, Hart did write 
Hymns for Christians gootl and bright, 
Which all the brethren everywhere, 
When they have Teed them, can declare; 
And if we search the world all round, 
No better hymns can e'er be found. 
So believes, w. POSTLETHWAITE. 
PECKHAM.-Some one signing " Leg-

~tt," has almost threatened us ii we· do not 
take up Mr. Margerum's case. We would 
gladly do good to any good man, but we 
cannot send ministers except Churches re
quire them. 

S0MERSH.ut:.-Recognltlon services were 
held In October, when brother Ed11ar Haddock 
was received as pastor ot the Ohnrch. Mr. 
Kem presided; Mr. Cooper, of Wattlsha.m, 
had been Invited, but declined on account ot 
Infirmities. Mr. Houghr.on, of Ipswich, and 
Mr.I Debenham, ot Stowma1·ket, took part. 
Correspondent says : "I am very much Inter
ested In brother Haddock, as he Is a member at 
Bethesda ; was once a teacher In the Sunday 
school, Is generally esteemed by all-not uni
versally, as he Is too straight, too honest and 
outspoken for a few." 

FROM THB PULPIT TO GLORY AND TO THB 
GRAVB.-The men whose names were known 
In all our Churches are quietly. quickly, 
solemnly passing away. The late Geo. Moyle 
was almost the last ot a circle of godly men In 
London, ot the middle part of this century. 
Tbos. Godwin, ot Godmanchester, went In 
August last,at74. Simeon BumslnJuly,at 66. 
John Turner, of Hecklngton, departed In May, 
aged 67. :Mr. Boorman, of Buntlngford, and 
Henry Nightingale, of Boutbwlck, both died In 
September, 1877, Young Mr. Prltter, of 
Mlddle•borougb, only 26, has been suddenly 
removed; also Mr. Gay, of Knight.on. 

l[arriage. 
On the 11th October, at St. John's Church, 

Brixton, by the Rev. T. Oooke, David O. Preston, 
Esq., of Willington-lodge, Nunbead, S.E., to 
Ja.neMaryEliza, daughter of the lateJ, T,Heweei 
Esq., of Brixton-road, S.E. 

!]eat~. 
On September 13, at Southend, Essex, Lydia 

the beloved wife of J obn B. Barton, e,ged 66. 



.Sins' ~tlusians; Jain ~trrars; 1 /rtt
~race ,Salhatian. 

A FAITHFUL ACCOUNT OF THE EXPERIENCE OF 

THE LATE MR. EDWARD JOY. 

[This memoir was commenced by dear brother Joy himself. It has been finished by 
his bereaved widow; re-written by our esteemed friend, Mr. John Bonney. 
Having revised it, we affectionately solicit a careful perusal of its several parts. 
May the sanctifying grace of the Holy Spirit attend its publication. Amen.
C. W. B.] 

DEAR MR. BANKS.-! send yon a sketch of the late Edward,Joy, Baptist 
minister, Knapp-hill, Surrey, cond~nsed from narrative written by himself, and 
some particulars by his widow. 

I EDWARD JOY, was born 1820, at Millbridge, Farnham, Surrey, 
, the eleventh child of poor parents who had me half christened when 

an infant, being sickly, and fully christened afterwards, and, in due time, 
confirmed. Thus, accord,ing to Church of England teaching, I was 
made a member of Christ and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. 

BOYHOOD AND EARLY CONVICTIONS. 

I went to school from 5 to 12 ye1J,rs of age, learned to read and write 
a little, but never heard of grammar, or knew what " Dictionary " 
meant; had many convictions of sin; was afraid of death and appearing 
before God, though once a strange feeling of love to God sprang up in 
my mind. A fever seized and prostrated me for sixteen weeks. For 
fourteen days I eat nothing. After this I craved water. Doctor 
forbid it; said it would kill me. Hearing mother go out I crept down
stairs and drank about three pints. Profuse perspiration followed; the 
fever left me. I then spent Sundays in squirrel hunting and other 
amusements. I fell off a tree and ruptured a blood vessel-my life was 
in danger. In alarm, I made many vows and promises if God would 
spare me. Fears soon subsided with returning health, and shortly after 
I narrowly escaped drowning. 

UNGODLY YOUTH. 

I now became wayward, disobedient, indulging in all sin. When 
conscience smote me, I resolved and promised to lead a better life, 
sinning and vowing alternately. My conscience rebuked me for 
hypocrisy. I expected God's judgment, and made many promises if God 
would spare my life. With a number of my companions I went to a 
neighbouring church to be confirmed. Aft.er confirmation we indulged 
in singing and dancing. Some reached home very badly. Conscience 
fiercely accused me. I had no peace, and was a terror to myself, but I 
returned to sin to drown convictions. 

COURTSHIP: PROMISED REFORMATION. 

I formed acquaintance with her who is now my wife. This took me 
for a time from the society of ungodly companions. I kneeled down 
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and told the Lord if he would forgive me for the past I would do better 
in future. I resolved, after marriage, I would reform, go to church twice 
on Sundays, and get fit to die; but alas! I went further wrong. 
Sometimes I sat down and read thirty or forty chapters of the Bible 
l'ight off, with many solemn convictions. While working in a gravel 
pit by myself, I suddenly thought, "Suppose the earth fell in upon me." 
I stepped back alarmed, being in constant fear of death. In an instant 
the earth fell in, and I narrowly escaped being buried alive. I fled 
from the pit in terror. A dying brother solemnly warned me to lead a 
different life. At his funeral I was in a dreadful state of mind, full of 
fears of hell and damnation on account of my sinful life. I now thought 
of marrying, but, having made so many vows to reform after marriage, 
I was somewhat unwilling, fearing my intended might hinder my 
reformation, so I kneeled down and prayed to God that my wife might 
be a godly woman as I meant to be a godly man. I married July 24, 
1841. 

REFORMS AND BEGINS PROFESSION OF RELIGION. 
After a few weeks I began my reformation, became a strict Church

man, and hated Dissenters. I attended church twice on Sundays, but 
could not give up skittles. I now met with a working man, a Baptist, 
who preached in his own house on Sunday evenings. I was persuaded 
to attend bis meeting in addition to attending church twice. ' I 
considered I was another step towards heaven. I was soon quite set on 
fire with religion, and every night said my prayers. I was filled with 
light, life, and liberty. 

BECOMES VERY ZEALOUS. 
I got very proud of myself, and began to warn sinners. I thought I 

ought to preach. However, I stuck to the church, and solemnly said I 
would live and die there. I thought if only two persons went to heaven 
I must be one of the two; though now I do not believe in all this 
religious fire. There was a spark of grace: I knew Christ's name, not 
His person, not His blood, I never felt my need of it, nor of His 
righteousness. I had never heard of them. With all that religion, I 
now considered I was as much without God and real hope as when in open 
profanity. I left home to work at a distance, and lodged at a beershop, 
and delighted to talk to my companions about religion ; Lut I soon 
broke ont, took to the card table, and was left to an awful condition. I 
returned home the first Sunday in 1843. I was sitting by my fire 
ridiculing my wife's sister about Dissenters. She went out. 

A REVELATION F.ROM SINAI. 
Suddenly a solemn feeling came over me, " I MUST DIE ! " God 

appeared a consuming fire. All my sins came before me in a moment; 
death seemed to stand ready to cut me down, and justice shone in its 
holiness. I staggered across the room, took the Bible and read 
Psalm Ii. I expected to drop into hell before I :finished it. My 
countenance changed, my voice altered, my breath seemed going, and 
hell was before my eyes. I was afraid to ask God to have mercy upon 
me. My wife said, " What is the matter? " I replied, " I am a dying 
man!" My wife ran about the house like one distracted. She ran for 
the doctor. In my feelings I was sinking into hell. I trembled from 
head to foot, and solemnly felt Zech. ii. 3: "Be silent, 0 all flesh, 
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'before the Lord/' &c. The doctor came and ordered me to bed. He 
asked what ailed me; he said he could not tell; something strange had 
happened to me. I laid in bed under the doctor's hands a month, my 
body consuming away. I could not close my eyes, or rest day or night, 
till I was wasted to a skeleton. God was continually before me; His 
holiness against my sin, by night and by day. Every portion of His 
Word stood against me. I believed I must lay under His wrath for 
ever. I got up in a month, though for four months I got no proper 
rest or sleep. Every night I expected to be in hell before mornincr, and 
every morning before night. Who can tell the feelings of et wo°unded 
conscience ? " While I suffer Thy terrors, I am distracted," said one. 
That was my case. I got about again; I envied the brutes; I looked 
at the churchyard, expecting my body would soon be there and my 
soul in hell, heaving under that wrath which had lighted on my 
conscience. This portion terrified me, " For this same purpose have I 
raised thee up, that I might shew My power in thee " (Rom. ix. 17). 
Reports of my condition being circulated, some advised my wife to 
hide the Bible, and some advised that I should get into company. Quite 
.a stir was made about me. 

LAW HAD ENTERED-REVOLT AGAINST ITS AUTHORITY. 

I yielded, and commenced cards and skittles ; but, in such terror of 
mind, I hardly knew what I was doing. A neighbour who, with his 
great prayer book, went constantly to church, reading aloud after the 
minister, I greatly envied. He seemed so happy in the skittle-alley, 
whilst I was sinking to the borders of despair. I considered I had 
·.sinned beyond reach of mercy. Jude 1-" Preserved in Christ J esns 
and palled "-seemed to make my case hopeless. If I had been a called 
-one, I should have been preserved from such awful sins. Under fore
bodings of death and fears of hell, I went to the chemist. He asked 
what ailed me. I told him my dreadful fears. He shook his 
head, and advised me to get into more company. I went to the ale
house; my companions did not know what to make of me; I seemed a 
terror to them. I called for a pint of ale, and sat, with my head in my 
·hands, crying till eleven o'clock, and went out, leaving my ale in the 
cup. I went in the pains of hell and came oat the same . .,. 

MOUTH STOPPED (Rom. iii. 19). 

I wished I could pray, but dared not, fearing God would cut me 
-down for insulting His Majesty; bat if a broken h~az:t and groanings 
were prayer, I prayed indeed. The Independent mm1ster came to see 
me, and spoke many of the promises; but he came not into my prison. 
I am now persuaded that a minister must be a partaker of some such 
-11.fflictions, or he cannot know how to speak a word in season to spiritually 
afflicted, burdened, and distressed sinners. A pleasure fair occurring, I 
was persuaded to go. I went, but my feelings were dreadful. A 
·picture of the battle of Waterloo on one of the shows met my eyes. I 
-said, "If those killed were like me, they went to hell.'' I stood about 
-two or three hours, then went home in terror of mind, crying, " What 
.shall I do? " I attended church; the minister spoke of perfection, and 
-recommended doing this and that. I thought I would try; but, alas! 
I got no peace ; death was a terror night and day. 
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"How SHOULD 'MAN BE JUST WITH GOD?" (Job ix. 2). 
I went to the Independents, then to the Wesleyans, hoping to hear 

how God conld have mercy on a sinner like me; and whether there was: 
any other way to heaven than by "doing." My trying ended in a 
failure. I said, " If there is no other way God can bestow mercy, I am 
damned for ever." Both preached Christ died for all, and it was their 
own fault if they did not come. I could not do what they told me; guilt, 
wrath, and darkness still attended me; I was full of confusion. I went. 
back to the church. The minister preached on the Lord's Supper. He
said it was a passport to heaven, and if any wished to take it and w~re• 
not fit, they were to repent for a week. At first I thought, "Perhaps 
this is why I cannot get peace. I have not taken the sacrament." I 
could not do it. 

THE ENEMY COMES IN LIKE A. FLOOD. 

After this, I laboured under fearful temptations to blaspheme God, 
especially when I tried to pray. I feared to open my lips lest the 
blasphemy should come out; for three months it seemed continually 
running through my mind, sometimes as though I was speaking it; this 
made me tremble. Another temptation strong upon me was to commit 
suicide; in a few moments it was suggested I should know the worst. 
One day this came upon me like a flood. The way and place came· 
before my eyes in a moment of time ; I si_tid, Judas sold Christ and 
hung himself. Pet.er denied Him and obtained mercy. I cried, " Lord, 
save me, as Thou didst Peter.'' The temptation left me for a season. At 
this time a man C-- hung himself; he had been a hard drinker; he 
was buried in the churchyard without service; I went to his funeral 
labouring under the same temptation. Satan seemed to say, Such will 
be your end. If he was seven years about it he would overcome me. It 
is now eight years ago ; and with gratitude I say,. " By the help of God 
I ha,e continued until this day. Another poor man, M--, was under 
the terrors of the law as I was. We went together to hear J. H. preach;, 
he said we both were savingly wrought upon; I thought M-- may be, 
I feared my case was hopeless; we -seemed to differ in nothing only 
when terrors came upon him he would run to the W esleyans to pray for 
him; this I never could do, but I could have given a world to know ii 
the Holy Spirit had given me the grace of real prayer. 

A DARK AND SOLEMN TRIAL. 

Temptations to self-destruction sti_ll followe~ ~e, and one Monday 
morning, when almost overwhelmed with them, t1dmgs came M-- had 
hung himself and was dead. My heart sank within me; I burst into 
tears; cried all the way home to breakfast, believing that to be. a sign 
the Lord had given me up to a reprobate mind. I sat down to break
fast ; the tears rolled down my wife's cheeks on seeing me in such 
trouble. She said, " I cannot think what has happened to you, Edward; " 
I replied," I am come to my end, I am undone for ever, there is no mercy 
for me; " we wept the breakfast half-hour way, but eat nothing. I went 
to work, but was crying the whole day; sorrow had broken my heart. Some 
of my fellow-workmen pitir:d me, others were angry, declaring the Bible 
would drive me mad. I feared it would be so. I wanted to tell my 
wife the temptation I laboured under, so that she might watch me and 
prevent it; but I dared not, fearing she might tell others and I should 
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be taken to the madhouse. I knew not one child of God to whom I 
could tell my troubles. I had now given up all my old prayer sayings, 
but could not help creeping away and kneeling down to secretly groan out 
my wants, from real necessity, to God. 

[Deceased'k own narrative he;re lneaks off alnuptly; the /oll,owing is 
~upplied by his widow.] 

My husband now met with a Christian man, who asked him what 
troubled him? He replied, "Would to God I had never been born, or 
never sinned." The man said, " Come to my house, we will talk over 
this." He went. The man took his- .Bible and read of David, Manasseh, 
and many others; he then said," Can yon say, in sight of a heart
searching God, yon are a greater sinner than all these? they all obtained 
mercy." He replied not, but went out, saying to himself, " Who can 
tell? who can tell ? who can tell? but what God may have mercy 
nponme?" 

"THE MORNING COMETH" (Isa. xx:i. 12; Amos v. 8). 
My husband now met with a printed sermon, by W. Gadsby, from 

Psalm xxxv. 3, "Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation;" that sermon 
;ahed a light upon his path. He said, "That man knows what I want; 
if I knew he was within fifty miles I would walk to hear him." Being 
told the Gospel was preached at Ropley, seven miles off, he went to hear 
what the Gospel was. 

THE SUN RISES (Mal. iv. 2; Isa. lx. 1). 
Starting on Sunday morning, he lost his way, but arrived in time for 

,sermon. The minister, Mr. Powell, showed by the Scriptures the 
exercises, trials, and longings of a sinner born of the Spirit, with the 
Gospel provision for such, the promises to snch, all centreing in the 
person and work of Christ crucified. Edward Joy said the minister told 
him all his heart. Coming home he said, " If that man's right, I'm 
;right ; and if the Bible's right, he's right." He continued to hear Mr. 
Powell, and under his ministry found rest from his sorrow and hard 
bondage. , Faith in that atoning blood, which satisfied God against 
whom he had, sinned, whose wrath he feared, brought peace into his 
conscience, rest to his soul, and liberty to his spirit. His bitter soul 
winter was now passed; law terrors, guilty fears, and horrors, which 
so long had fallen upon his spirit like rain, were over 8Jd gone. The 
flowers of love, joy, peace, appeared on the earth, singing was come, and 
-the voice of the Turtle was heard in the land of the soul, bearing 
witness wit.h his spirit (Song ii. 12; Romins viii. 16). A Church of 
twelve members was formed under Mr. Powell, at Ropley. Edward Joy 
was one; he was baptized at Hartley-row; went on his w,,rejoicing 
for some time; then had many thoughts of speaking publ of Him 
who had done so much for his soul; was much exercised. bout two 
_years after, the minister being absent, the Church requested him to r~ad 
and expound; this caused much conflict; resolved not to speak agam; 
but many times after was called upon to do so. 

CALLED INTO THE VINEYARD. 

In 1849, he removed to Shalford, and was called out to speak in the 
Lord's Name at various places. In 18~4 he removed t? Kn~pp-hill, 
Surrey; he became pastor of Ripley Baptist Church; remamed six years, 



862 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

then supplied at Hungry-bill twelve months, when he received a caU 
from the Church at Horsell-common, where he sustained the pastoratt> 
till his death, seventeen years; he bnilt a chapel near his own house 
at Knapp-hill, and for many years preached on Sunday evenings, after· 
morning and afternoon services, at Horsell. 

Edward Joy, as a man, was of middle stature, dark complexion, 
square build, inclined to be stout; somewhat cheerfnl, though of late· 
tribulation clouded his brow. As a preacher, earnest, sober, 'grave, 
and decisive, clearly distinguishing between law and Gospel, creature
efforts and the Holy Spirit's work in the soul. Salvation by grace, 
and Christ the sinner's only hope, were his themes. Free-will and 
duty-faith he abhorred as a mockery to God and a delusion to the 
sinner. His last sermon, preached three days before his death, was 
from Zech. iii. 4: "Unto him he said, Behold I have caused thine 
iniquity t,o pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change oi 
raiment." 

He died suddenly, his wife finding him dead in bed -by her side, 
about five o'clock, Thursday morning, Aug~st 23, 1877. H9 was 
buried in the graveyard of Horsell-common chapel, by Mr. Thomas 
Stringer, of London, upwards of 500 persons attending the funeral. 

"Asleep in Jesus! Blessed sleep 
From which none ever wake to weep." 

THE ONLY TRUE PLEDGE, AND THE ESSENTIAL. 
PASSPORT TO GLORY. 

[MY THIRD LITTLE LEAF ON FORGIVENESS.] 

W HATEVER heaven may be, or may not be, one thing is beyond 
dispute-it is no mean place. Nothing low, nothing unclean,. 

nothing imperfect eter can find acceptance or entrance there. , When 
John began to write to tl:e seven Churches, he was so filled with. 
grateful adoration toward his blessed Lord, that he could not proceed 
until he had penned that comprehensive and complete doxology," Unto
Him that loved us, and 

"Washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
and bath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father. To Him 
be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen." -

There you have expressed the three essential qualifications for the 
heavenly glory:-

!. Perfect cleansing-" Washed us froI)'.l our sins in His own blood." 
II. Dignity of character and of position-" Made us kings." 
III. Holiness of service-" And priests unto God and His Father." 
Who, of all the sons of men, will ever attain unto this supremely 

perfect state of exaltation ? 
There are many very different classes of men. Multitudes care 

nothing for the future. In the circles which make up the Christendom 
of our time, there are hundreds of thousand.a of zealous folk ; but 
only here and there can you find one like the poor publican, who, being 
ashamed, afraid, and conscience-condemned, smites upon his breast,. 
bitterly crying, " God be merciful Lmto me a sinner ! " 
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Art thou such an one?, Art tho~ a Binner? In reviewing thy life, 
have the black clouds of sm marred 1t? Dost thou fear thy sins are 
not washed away by the blcod of the Lamb ? Dost thou look forward 
to the departure of thy soul with a terrible dread and terror ? If this 
be thy condition, let me beseech of thee to give thy soul no rest until 
the Lord arise and shine upon thee, saying to thee, even in the deep 
and secret places of thy heart, "Thy sins are all forgiven thee ! " 

For, we must see that for the bestowment of this rich mercy upon 
the redeemed, Jesus the Son of God is '' exalted as a Prince and Saviour 
to give repentance unto Israel, and the forgiveness of sins." 

An old man lay on his bed the other day, and be said, " It is the 
sacred sense of all my sins being forgiven by God Himself, through 
Jesus His Son, is the only mercy that will satisfy me." He continued, 

_ " That verse comes often up in my mind:-
" ' Thy wondrous blood, dear dying Christ, 

Can make this load of guilt remove ; 
And Thou canst bear me where Thou fly'st, 

On Thy soft wings, celestial Dove.' " 

Ah I I said, that verse is a living cry in my soul. But, dear aged 
friend, I cried, will yon let me lead you to one loud proclamation which 
our Lord Jesus Obrist Himself sounded out when He was on this earth? 
It is given us in John v. 24:-

" Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that hearetb My word, and 
believetb on . Him that sent Me, bath everlasting life, apd shall not 
come into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life." 

What an excellent Gospel text is that, dear friend. 
Yes! Can ye expound it to me? 
Well, tbe~e is regeneration to begin with. The man was dead in 

sins-dead under the curse of the law. The Holy Ghost, by a new 
celestial birth, caused bis soul to pass from that death into newness of 
life. The life of God, the fear of God, the knowledge of God is in his 
soul. Sin, death, hell, the curse, and black despair are left behind for 
ever-that is, as far as his heaven-born soul is i::oncerned. That is hid 
with Christ in God. In his natural feelings, this man may have a 
thousand fears, temptations, and sorrows; but the Holy Ghcst has 
taken his soul out of the fall: in that soul is God's workmanship, 
"created in Christ Jesus unto good works," has a vital union to Christ, 
can hear ~is Gospel, does truly believe in the Father, who sent His 
Son. Now what saith the Saviour of this rr.an? With a kind of 
double asseveration, He declares this regenerate, this believing man 
" bath everlasting life; " and neither in this life, nor in the article of 
death-no, nor in the final judgment-" shall he ever come into con
demnation." 

Will not this suffice ? " If the Spirit of the living God will give 
me the power of faith to grasp it, I know it will take me safe over." 
Ah ! said I, of that rich and blessed Scripture, my soul saith-

1 ·know, by the flow of the river, 
That it came from the fountains on high ; 

As it shines with the smiles of the Giver, 
"A safe passage over," I cry. 

The dear old soul wanted me to open up the God-wrought experience 
of that believer who has realised the forgiveness of sins. I told him 
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it was my desire to attempt this subject if the Lord spare and enable 
me next year. 

He said, " It is the true pledge of being found with Christ at last, 
There mar be many religio~s ~ttainments; but, without the knowledge 
of salvation by the ' rem1ss1on of sins,' there cannot be a blessed 
assurance of the safety of the soul." 

" Farewell for the present. I hope to see you again." 
"Ere long," said he, " I must be gone. Remember, the living in 

Jerusalem long more fully to realise, and to understand this ,holy 
mystery-the forgiveness of sins ! " 

Readers of the EARTHEN VESSEL, my soul's careful concern is to 
be useful to yon all, and to thousands besides, in unfolding the different 
branches of that salvation which is alone of the Lord. May He pour 
upon yon all the sacred showers of love and peace. Amen. 

9, Banbury-road, South Hackney, 
November 13, 1877. 

Obediently, 
CHAS. WATERS BANKS. 

MR. IS A AC LE VI N S OH N' S NARR AT IV E. 
(Continued from page 336.) 

IN THE EPISCOPAL JEWISH CH.APEL. 

I REMAiNED in the Operative Jewish Converts' Institution for 
twenty-two months. During that time I attended the Episcopal 

Jewish chapel (Church of England). The Rev. G. W. Butler (who was 
the superintendent) manifested great kindness_ and sympathy towards me. 
After some time, when I could read and understand a little of the 
English language, I made very particular study of the Common· Prayer 
Book used in the Church of England, whilst I perfectly admired most 
parts of the prayers, because in sublime language and thought; yet, 
I could not go away from the fact that some things there are far 
from pure doctrine. I could not possibly believe that our Lord gives 
power to priests and ministers to pardon and absolve ; but still I 
reverenced the book and the order of the Established Church, especially 
when I considered that the Church resembles much the Jewish 
synagogue-for instance, three services a-day, &c. · 

In 1873, the inmates of the Institution received notice that His 
Grace the Bishop of London would visit the parish church to confirm, 
and the inmates were to be instructed, and be prepared. I fully 
objected to be confirmed by his lordship or by any other man. Most of 
the inmates considered that I was right; they, therefore, all refused to be 
confirmed that year. After some time, when I considered myself not 
a strict Churchman, J did not feel justified to be in an Institution 
supported by members of the Church of England, and yet not believe 
in the teaching of the Church. I then requested the superintendent 
to give me permissison to leave the Institution; but the Rev. G. W. 
Butler, a wise and true Christian man, persuaded me to remain, and 
learn a trade first. I then said I did not like to learn a trade in the 
Operative Jewish Converts' Institution. The Rev. gentleman then 
advised me to study, and then he would help me. Several of my friends, 



THE CHRISTIAN RECORD. 365 

members of the Church of England, strongly advised me to stndy and 
prepare myself for entering a theological college, and become a 
minister of the Gospel; but as I conld not possibly agree with the 
teaching of the Church, I refused. Several months had passed; I took 
the advice of the superintendent, and learned a trade; but, at the end 
of twenty-two months, I felt I could not possibly remain. I then 
informed the master of the bookbinding department that I did not 
intend to remain long in the Institution. The master then communi
cated the same to the committee. I was then asked if I intended to 
learn a trade and remain in the Institution; but I replied, No; after 
which the order of the committee was given for me to leave the 
·Operative Jewish Converts' Institntion. During the last two or three 
months of my stay in the Istitution, I continually went to different 
Nonconformist places of worship. At last, I entered a small chapel in 
Hackney-road, called Shalom Baptist chapel, Oval. I heard the 
minister, Mr. H. Myerson, with great delight; and on my leaving the 
Institution, I attended for a few Sundays his ministry. 

When I left the Institution, most of my friends-although very 
few-were very angry with me, and especially because I did not attend 
the church. A few days passed; I had nothing to do. I then visited 
the Rev. G. W. Butler, asking for an occupation. He then assisted me 
in obtaining a situation, by recommending me to Dr. G. Davies, late 
secretary of the Religious Tract Society. I then entered into the 
services of that noble establishment, where I found several good friendi1 
-men of true Christian spirit, and genuine principles, and that always 
gave me pleasure to have the honour of being in that noble Institution, 
under the superintendence of the Rev. S. Manning, LL.D., who is a 
man of true piety, and zeal, and of love to Christ, and to all who are 
around him. 

[The Lord has, in providence, mercifully appeared for our young brother. 
We know, from observation, he is much esteemed and confided in by the 
.authorities of the Religious Tract Society, where, with the Divine blessing, 
he may be useful for many years to come. Brethren, pray for us ! These 
are exceedingly sacred and solemn times with us all.-En.J 

The following is a translation of my belo'l"ed mother's letter to 
me:-

To my most affectionate and darling son Isaac. 
DARLING CHILD IsAAc,-I take the pen in my hand with a sincere 

hope that the words which I am trying to write may not be in vain; 
but that the God of our holy fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, may 
apply them to your conscience and inmost soul. 

My dearest and loveliest child Isaac, I know that yon have forsaken 
the holy and precious religion of Israel; but still I am convinced that 
all the · steps you have taken are not for the sake of doing wrong; I 
have not the least doubt in my mind that you have been persuaded by 
the so-called Rabbi Stern. ( Cursed be his name for ever and ever ! 
Amen.) Let me just state to you, my darling child, a very few observa
tions, and reason with yourself and see if you are right or wrong. 

In the first place, my dear child, I would call your attention to the 
fact that the Christian religion is an idolatrous religion. The heathen 
worship wood and stone images, and the Christians worship JESUS 

A.A 



866 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

CHRIST whose name is as hateful to us as swines' flesh,* and much 
worse, whose life, when in this world, proved to be most blasphemous. 

I candidly ask you, darling Isaac, to think of the steps you have 
taken; for remember that your soul is damned for ever. Oh, how 
grievous this is to me, to think that my own child, my own flesh and 
blood, he for whom I always sacrificed all that I could in· order to 
secure happiness for him, yet shall be eternally damned. Woe! Woe! 
Woe! better would it have been if the Almighty had dealt with me as 
He dealt with Lot's wife; much better would it be indeed if my mother 
had died before she travailed with me, than for me to have been brought 
up, and in my old age, to see my most beloved son fall into the hands of· 
the devil and be for ever damned. faaac I Isaac ! Isaac ! remember 
that, through your perversion, our family shall also be damned ; for 
there will always be a curtain between the throne of God and our· 
family. Think of me, your ter:der and loving mother, of your devoted 
father; through yon we shall be for ever cursed by God. Isaac! Isaac I 
think of the young blood of your two little sisters, how you have clothed 
them with everlasting shame and disgrace; they are ashamed to go out 
in the open street, for the children of the neighbours run after them 
and cry, "These are the Meshumad Isaac's sisters! " Oh I would God 
be very gracious unto us, and take our lives from us, and blot our
names out from the remembrance of man's mind. 

Dear child, can you not have mercy upon your mother? Can you 
not have mercy upon your zealous and pious father? Can you not have· 
compassion upon your beloved sisters and brother? Father does not 
know that I am writing this letter; in fact, he has determined not to 
know anything about you; he does not wish to hear your name 
mentioned in his presence ; he bas thrown away all things we bad at 
borne that belonged to you : all this in order to forget you from his 
mind ; but I thought that I should like just to write to you, with a 
hope that it may touch your heart and bring you to repentance. 

Isaac ! I hope that you will repent and turn to the true Jehovah. 
Your father has just made out his will; but if yon turn back at once 
there may be still time for you to have your portion; if you delay, then 
you sh':lll not have anything. Should you like to go to America and 
become a Jew? I will gladly send you from my own private purse 800· 
or 1000 dollars. I will sent it to our friend Chaim Hessel Lewin, who 
is now in New York, getting on wonderfully well; but if you refuse 
my advice, if yon will not turn, then I am no longer you: moth~r. 
Please do not write to me any more, unless you repent. If you will 
not repent, I do not want to think of you; but my only prayer is, that 
you may repent, or else for God to_ take your life or ours. Amen. 

Your grievous mother, 
Zelioni Gara, Garad Kovno, June, 1872. BRAINA LEVINSOHN. 

MR. lsAAC LEVINSOHN's LETTER TO HIS BELOVED MOTHER. 
To my soul-beloved mother ; may you live long in peace and happi

ness. Amen. 
BELOVED MoTHER,-Witb unspeakable joy have I read your letter, 

and my heart is full of gladness to know that my darling mother still 

* There is nothing which is more hateful to the pious Jew than the flesh of 
swine; therefore my mother expressed her thought as above. 
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thinks of me. My dear mother, yon know very well how I was always 
anxious to do your will, and do good to all, and observe the 'J'aryag 
M~weth, in order to obtain peace in my soul. Yon remember well 
how my heart thirsted after satisfaction; and yon also know very well 
that over and over again I came to you and cried very bitterly, because 
I could not possibly obtain that satisfaction for my soul. 

Dearly bel~ved mot~er, yon kno"!' very_ well that there is nothing in 
the world which convmces our fimte mmds better than experience. 
Onr holy nation, when in the Holy Land, often asked of Moses and his 
successors for signs and wonders, and when the Holy One-blessed be 
His Name*-had revealed Himself unto them, and done wonders for 
them, then they -believed. So you see that experience convinces, and 
makes men believe. So in relation to the steps I have taken since 
my arrival in England. I know and believe in things which I feel 
in my heart and soul to be the truth. If yon only .read through care
fully the several letters I sent to father lately, and read the little book I 
sent not long since, you will see, I hope, that I am in the right way. 
Mother darling, I have learned by experience that by nature I am a 
sinner, not because I have read or been told by any one, but because 
I feel that I am such. I have also learned by experience that there 
is no one that can take away my sins save Jesus Christ, whom yon 
hate; for I have tried to secure my happiness in various ways. I tried 
to silence the yearning of my soul by giving myself to the written 
and Oral laws, and that filled my soul with misery. I have also 
thought that giving myself into the service of a judge I should be 
satisfied. I thought by studying the German and Russian languages, 
I should feel 'satisfied; but, darling mother, I have told you before, 
when you saw tears on my face, that there was nothing that I could 
obtain to satisfy me. All this, therefore, you know, was my sorrow
ful experience; but, darling mother, it has also been my sweet 
experience to realise pardon for my soul by believing in the Messiah, 
Jesus of Nazareth;· though rejected of men, yet in Him I will trust 
all the days of my life ; for He only can and does save me a poor Jewish 
sinner, and also the Gentiles. Oh ! what a wonder, when considering 
that great love I Above all, why I believe in Jesus is because I feel 
that· the yearning of my soul He has silenced. And I have learned 
that there is a heavenly home prepared for me by Him. Death, there
fore, with its icy hand, shall not hurt me; for the Messiah has conquered 
him who had the power of death; there is, therefore, no death for those 
who believe, but eternal misery to those who do not believe. 

Oh I dear mother, I feel that I would not mind giving my life if 
only I could convince yon by making you believe in the Messiah; yea, 
I feel that I would not mind to be accarsed if only I could bring you 
and my dearly-beloved father, and brother and sisters, to believe in 
the same truths that I believe; but I know that my writing to you 
will not convince you, unless you are convinced by the same power that 
convinced me. 

Dear mother, in closing this letter I would say that I love you 
and beloved father more' than any one in the world. I will do anything 

"' The above expression is often used among the pious Jews to p1·event 
mentioning the name of Jehovah, wltjch is considered too holy to be taken upon 
sinful 'lips. 
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you like for you; nothing shall be too hard for me; but I feel I must 
obey my Lord and my Redeemer more even than you; so that I cannot 
possibly give up being a believer in Him. Most beloved, darling 
mother, if you cannot conscientiously believe in Him, then ,I would a.sk 
you not to condemn me for believing. Oh ! dear mother, do not cut 
me off from your mind. Oh ! mother darling, forget not your Isaac 
who loves you with all his heart and soul; but if you should cut me 
off, and entirely forsake me, then I will still love you and pray to God 
for my dearest and most affectionate mother. Darling mother, I do 
trust that you will be for ever a mother to me, and I shall rejoice; but 
if you do not wish to have anything to do with me, then shall I trust 
in the great God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and in the great 
Messiah, the Saviour, Jesus Christ, who will never cast me off. . 

Good-bye, loving, darling mother; good-bye; it is sweet to me to 
think of you. When shall I hear from you again ? I pray, my darling 
mother, that the Lord, who made me to believe in the truth which is 
in Jesus, may do the same to you; and Oh! that the time may soon 
come when the spirit of grace and supplication shall be poured out upon 
Israel, and that Israel may be gathered together, and worship the 
Messiah, Lord of lords and King of kings. Please remember me to 
my ever-loving father, sisters, and brother. 

I remain, your ever-affectionate son, 
Is.uo LEvmsoHN. 

7, Sewardstone-road, Victoria-park, 
London, England. 

(To be continued.) 

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE DEATH OF JOHN GEORGE, 
WHO DIED APRIL 28, 1877, AGED 77• YEARS. 

" But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave ; for He shall 
receive me."-Psalm JUi;x.. 15. 

OH, the sweetness and blessedness of the everlasting shalls and wills 
of our Triune-God; how they support the weary pilgrim through 

many a scene of trying adversity, producing a heavenly calm in the 
soul in the greatest storm; but where is there sweetness and comfort so 
much felt and enjoyed as in the contemplation of death ? " He shall 
receive me." 

It is with mingled feelings of sorrow and joy that we have to record 
the death of our beloved brother John George-sorrow on account of 
onr loss, joy on account of his eternal gain. He was baptized by Mr. 
Porter, and stood for some years an honourable member of the Church 
at Ludham. In the good providence of God he was led to cast in his 
lot amongst us in 1872 ; and if there was one who delighted in the · 
courts of his God, it was our departed brother; his seat was never 
vacant when it was possible for him to fill it. He was for years a great 
sufferer, and a prey to rheumatism-often so full of pain that he could 
scarcely stand while trying to pour out his soul in fervent prayer to his 
God. While by grace he was numbered with the heirs of an eternal 
kingdom, he was by the providence of God numbered with the poor of 
the flock here. It was his delight to .be recounting the many gracious 
dealings of his heavenly Father in providence towards him; a.gain and 
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again has he been reduced to his last farthing in this world; and, with 
tears of gratitude, I have heard him tell how he has been supplied, 
afte;r pleading for it from the Lord, ofttimes rejoicing in the promise 
that his " bread should be given and his water should be sore." 

In February last he was taken seriously il1, and great doubts were 
entertained of his recovering; he, however, seemed to rally round, and 
we once more hoped to see him in our midst; but his heavenly Father 
had ordered it otherwise, though onr brother's hopes remained sanguine 
to the last. I visited him a few weeks before his death, when he said, 
" Though I hope to get to chapel once more, I feel the pins are being 
rapidly removed from my poor tabernacle; but I am ready to go; there 
is nothing in this world I care for; I sometimes long to be at rest." 
Ah, the time was not far distant ! Throughout his illness he had 
never kept his bed; and on Saturday evening, April 28, he was sitting 
by the fire, saying he would have a good warm before going to bed; he 
got upstairs, and just put his hand on the bed, when bis immortal 
spirit took its flight to the regions above, while the lifeless clay fell 
backwards in the room. Thus passed from our ranks one of the faith
ful and tried soldiers of Christ. He was beloved as a brother by all, 
and valued as a father in Israel by the youngest member of the Church. 
We have had to part with him that his Lord might receive him. His 
mortal remains were interred in Yarmouth cemetery, on Thursday, 
May 3, by his beloved pastor, Mr. F. S. Reynolds, who spoke with 
much feeling at the grave, directing our minds in particular to the fact 
that we were but depositing the clay tabernacle Mneath the clod, his 
spirit having entered its eternal rest, there to await its re-union to an 
immortal body. 

The funeral sermon was preached on the following Sunday evening, 
from Isaiah lvii. 1: " The righteous perisheth, and no. man layeth it to 
heart; and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the 

· righteous is taken away from the evil to come,'' unfolding the text:-
(1) by speaking of the Scripture characters, the righteous and merciful 
man; (2) his removal; (3) what he is removed from; and ( 4) what he 
is removed to ; showing how, by the imputed righteousness of a 
precious Christ, our brother answered to the character, proving the 
same to the world at large by his walk and conversation. After dwelling 
on his remo.val by the hand of death (wherein was no curse) he proceeded 
to speak of the changing scene of sorrow from which he was removed 
to his inheritance above, laid op in store for him by the redemptive 
work of Christ. · 

One cannot help exclaiming, who has known and loved our departed 
brother, " Oh, that like him I may be enabled to live as a peacemaker 
on the earth, that my last end may be like his." E. M. 

IT is one of the highest exaggerations of the glory of heaven, that is 
not only eternal, but requires eternity to unfold it, there we may say, 
indeed, Soul, take thy rest, thou hast goods laid up for many years 
which cannot be spent out, spend as fast as thou canst; yet herein we 
are sailing over a sea of infinity, where we see nothing but sea, and 
over which we are eternally sailing, having a new horizon: every hour's 
sail in those rivers of pleasure ever fresh.-From Goodwi"n's Marrow. 
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A PAUSE AND A PRAYER. 

I T is time to pause. On going to Silver-street meeting my thoughts 
run over this October month which is now closing in, and I find 

I have been in twenty-eight public services this month; now comes the 
closing one. Taking up my little Bible this morning, that short, serious 
seventieth Psalm met my eye. Only five verses ! But, 0 Christian, 
how much is therein contained I It is a direct and pressing appeal 
unto God. It is, 

First. An appeal against hie enemies. He describeth them three 
ways :-He tells the Lord, 

"They seek after my soul;" 
" They desire my hurt; " 
" They say, .Aha I Aha ! " 

Poor David! He cries bitterly against his foes, and his cries are 
recorded that we might see we are not alone in this fiery sort of perse
cution. No doubt David's enemies thought they were quite justified in 
thus pursuing and taunting his poor soul, as other enemies have done 
since David's days. 

Secondly. It is an appeal for God to make haste to deliver him, and 
to help him. We are often so driven into a corner of terrible necessity, 
and the Lord appears so far off, that with desperate urgency we pour out 
heart before Him, as afflicted saints of old did do. 

Thirdly. Here is a delightful appeal on behalf of the godly: "Let 
all those that seek Thee rejoice and be glad IN. THEE; and let such as 
love Thy salvation say continually, 

" LET GoD BE MAGNIFIED ! " 

So saith Paul, whether it be by life or by death. This is the very Alpine 
peak of all true religion, it is that 

GoD IN CHRIST, 
THROUGH TH;E SPIRIT, 

IN THE CHRISTIAN, IN THE CHURCH, 
AND IN THE WORLD, 

SHOULD BE MAGNIFED. 

That is the motive and the ultimatum of all our service and our sufferings 
here. 

Last of all. David confesses he is poor and needy, but the Lord had 
been his help; hence, he takes courage and cries out, "Make haste, 0 
God, Thou art my help and my deliverer: 0 Lord, make no tarrying I"· 
Even so, in retirement, crieth C. W. B. 

THE TREE OF LIFE. 

LADEN with delicious fruit, luxuriant in primeval beauty and majesty 
in the midst of Eden's paradistic bowers, was there the Tree of 

Life; but no type of Jesus can I see. Primeval man did not feed on a 
Saviour· and when he sinned, he was driven away from it; but no seeking 
penitent sinner was ever driven away by Jehovah from a precious Jes.us. 
No hostile cherubic guard ever surrounded Him; never a fl.ammg 
sword turning every way to prevent a sinner coming lo Jesus. May I 
not, then, behold that tree as emblematical of immortal happiness, which 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 371 

man could eat to his fnll in his sinless state ? This tree was not the 
antidote of sin, but the antidote of death; and as man had lost his 
natural happiness by forfeiting his holiness, it would have been an awful 
matter to have had immortality attached to sin and misery to all Adam's 
race in this world. Besides, grace ordained contrary. Also we see Divine 
Justice, with flaming sword of vengeance, proclaiming " the soul that 
sinneth shall die." No sinner can ever pass that fiery sword into 
immortal happiness, "the Tree of Life." Yet when this fallen world had 
passed more than four thousand revolutions round the golden orb of day, 
a mighty Hero was seen travelling in the greatness of His strength 
towards this Tree of Life, and a voice was heard, " Who is this that 
-engageth His heart· to approach unto Me, saith Jehovah?'' and also 
another voice," Awake, 0 sword, against My Shepherd, and against the 
Man, My fellow, saith the Lord of hosts: smite the Shepherd." Then 
that flaming sword Justice sent into the heart of Jesus, and was then 
quenched in blood, whilst the Tree of Life appears again in the true 
paradise (Rev. xxi. 2), the holy city, the new Jerusalem (xxii. 2), in 
the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, bearing twelve 
manner of fruits, and the " leaves of the tree for the healing ( or health) 
of the nations." No obstacle now between immortal happiness and the 
broken-hearted sinner, no flaming sword ever to be seen again; the 
cherubim guard are" become as dead men." But we hear the lovely 
vofoe of Jesus saying," To him that overcometh will I give to eat of 
the Tree of Life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God" (Rev. 
ii. 7). " I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never verish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of My hand." "Blessed are they that 
do His commandments, that they may have right (testimonially) to the 
Tree of Life." Their meritorious right is the blood and righteousness of 
Jesus only. "They overcame by the blood of the Lamb," and this is 
their never-ending song. R. G Enw ARDS. 

103, Oxford-street, Stepney, E. 

THE " HISTORIC " AND THE REVEALED CHRIST. 

I ONCE had occasion to visit, day by day, one of high intellectual 
gifts and attainments, whom it pleased God to lay on a bed of 

distressing and mortal sickness. He had all his life believed in the 
"historic " Christ ; but when it came to the last, he found that mere 
intellectual belief, the mere assent of the mind to the facts of Chris
tianity, did not bring with it that which he wanted, and for which he 
,craved. It did not bring him peace. Christ was not " in him, the 
hope of glory." Jesus had not been revealed in him. All this he felt, 
and eternity was to his mind an awful blank. Never, never, shall I 
forget the agony of prayer of which his death-bed was the scene. Day 
by day the same bitter cry was his," Oh, that I might know Him! Oh, 
that I believed in Him! Oh, that He would manifest Himself to me!" 
God put a word into my mouth to speak to this poor sufferer. He 
-earnestly and perseveringly prayed to God in the name of Jesus. At 
last the answer came, to his great rejoicing, to his unutterable peace. 
When I saw him for the last time on earth, he feelingly took my hand 
in his, and, pressing it, said, "Thank God, thank God. The answer 
has come. All now is joy and peace." Shortly after he fell asleep in 
.Jesus, and entered into rest.-Pigon. 
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THE VENERABLE PASTOR OF SYDENHAM. 

My DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-At the wish of my esteemed deacon,. 
Mr. R. Collins, I send you a short statement concerning our late

brother and confederate in the Gospel, Mr. William Allnutt, of Henton, 
Oxon, upwards of fifty years pastor of the Baptist Church at Syden
ham. He died October 24, 1877, aged 80 years. In early youth he 
worshipped with his parents in the Independent Church at Chinnor. 
His mind was impressed with the Scriptural mode of believers' baptism, 
and he resolved in the strength of the Lord publicly to obey the Divine· 
command, and was baptized at Newland chapel, High Wycombe, by 
Mr. Pace, the then pastor, about the year 1822 or 3; He then appears 
to have commenced speaking in the name of the Lord to a few believers. 
meeting at Sydenham; they soon increased and were formed into a 
Church; and in the year 1825, our brother was called to the pastorate, 
which, with much patience, diligence, and a goodly measure of success, 
he honourably maintained over fifty years. 

During the ten years I have known him, and had the pleasure of 
preaching at every anniversary, I shall not soon forget the dear old saint 
standing in the midst of his assembled friends, while the joy of soul 
appeared so full as only to be expressed through the big tears that 
rolled down his furrowed cheeks. 

I nsited him in September last, when it was evident disease had laid 
destructive hold upon him, and that his end was near, his mind being 
calm and resigned, his hope steadfast on the Rock of Ages. He said,. 
" Brother Chivers, ' I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against 
that day; ' " and after prayer with him I took my last farewell, until we 
shall meet around the throne in glory. Amen. 

Yours truly, Taos. CHIVERS. 
High Wycombe, Kov. 15, 1877. 

LIKES 8UGGESTED ON HEARING OF THE DEATH OF MR. JOY,. 
Baptist Minister of Horsell and Knapp-hill, Surrey, 

WHO DEPARTED IN HIS SLEEP, AUGUST 23, 1877. 
··Tobe with Christ, which is far better."-Phil. i. 23. 

SLEPT on earth to wake in heaven I Take away their fear and doubt, 
What a change from all below I They for ever shall be blest. 

Now, indeed, to him is given How each living soul will grieve, 
All his Saviom's love to know. That has listened to his voice! 

'Twas his sweet and lov'd employ, Dearest Lord, do Thou relieve, 
vVhile on earth, to preach His Word ; Bid them all in Thee rejoice. 

K ow he's entered into joy, Comfort his dear partner's heart, 
Ever present with the Lord. Thou alone canst her sustain ; 

Jesu's love his only theme, Gracious Lord, to her impart 
While an under-shepherd here; All the bliss Thy words contain. 

Truly he exalted Him, Be her Husband and her Friend, 
Oft his little flock did cheer. Thou art all her soul can need ; 

Simple-hearted, loving, meek, May she on Thyself depend, 
Yet contended for the faith ; Till from sin and sorrow freed. 

And assming all vcho seek, Time is passing swift away, 
They should prove what Jesus saith. Soon Thou wilt her spirit call; 

Such He never will cast out, Re-unite in endless day, 
l:Sut receive and give them rest ; There to crown Thee Lord of all. 

Richmond, Aug. 24, 1877. F. CLARKE .. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

The Need oj Decision for the T.-uth I 
:Such is the subject of the, third of Mr. 
C. H. Spurgeon's Leotwres to My Students 
(second series). We anxiously read it, 
.and it will kindle the fire of zeal for out• 
and-out Gospel preaching wherever a 
.spark existeth. These lectures cut right 
and left at all the errors of the age we 
live in; they aim to correct bad manners 
and insist upon the proclamation of a 
free-grace Gospel. Let our readers test 
the truthfulness of our notice by care
fully reading these lectures for them
selves. The volume is sent to us for 
review, and, as in the sight of God, we 
must pronounce the whole course worthy 
the prayerful•attention of all whose aim 
is to glorify the Lord, and to be useful 
unto men by the ministry of Christ's 
Gospel. Singular preachers must not 
be offended at the · little sarcasm they 
may meet with. 

ls the &ul Immortal 1 (published by R. 
:Banks). Mr. W. Winters, the author of 
this pamphlet, is no mean scholar, no 
petty penman, no nominal professor ; 
he is a godly, growing, zealous, tr;:ithful 
minister of Bible verities. To strengthen 
our own convictions, to arm us for the 
fight of the present day, we must read 
Mr. Winters on the soul's immortality, 
with the Bible l:,ly ,our side. 

God's Wheat and Satan's Tares. A six
penny pamphlet by Benjamin Taylor, of 
Pulham-St.-Mary, Norfolk. Mere let11er
men may push this treatise on the 
Christian's warfare aside, but souls 
enlightened from above, seekers after 
God's mercy will prize it very highly. 

A Revised Translation of the Book of 
Proverbs. By John Stock, LL.D. (pub
lished_ by Elliot Stock). The sayings 
relating to different topics are here 
grouped together under expressive titles, 
whereby Dr. Stock has rendered valuable 
aid to the world at large, but especially 
to all devout students. 

PAMPHLETS AND MAGAZINES 
RECEIVED. 

Mr. Moyle's Funeral Sermon. By John 
T. Briscoe (published by Briscoe, Banner-
street). · 

"The Jesuits in Bohemia" is a paper 
in The Sword and the Trowel for Novem
ber, which traces the ruin of Protestant
ism in Bohemiauptothestealthy, crafty, 
wicke·l, murderous work of the Jesuits. 
Mark you, you self-confident and flesh
boasting English people, as the J esnits 
gradually stole. their march upon Bohemia 
until they could crush it beneath their 
feet, so will they trample down this once 

glorious Gospel land. Ask them if that 
is not what they mean? They will say, 
"Most certainly I " Read in Mr. Spur
geon's magazine the more than mon
strous cruelties of the Jesuits in Bohemia, 
and then petition him to set the English 
Protestants all on fire with a zeal united 
and strong enough to send these horrible 
serpents, the Jesuits, out of our fair 
country. Baron Budowa was a vigorous 
nobleman which the wretches slew in 
their malice. It is said just before his 
execution, the Jesuits said to him," We 
would like to gain your soul to salva
tion." "You help my soul to salvation?" 
cried Budowa, " I wish your souls were 
as certain of it as I am, through Jesus 
Christ." On the scaffold he was cheerful 
unto death. 

The Rock of November 2nd, reviews 
the Religious Tract Society's new edition 
of" Foxe's Martyrology." One sentence 
on the character of the Reformation 
exhibits the difference between the 
Romanist and the thoroughly godly 
Protestant. He says, " Compare Bishop 
Bonner with Bishop Latimer. Bonner 
was a fierce, blood-thirsty bigot, while 
Latimer was an honest, outspoken, 
preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Bonner might call his religion Chris
tianity, but it was Satan's version of it; 
whereas Latimer, at the stake, com
pared the Reformation to a candle 
lighted once more by a ray from heaven, 
penetrating the gross darkness of Rome's 
inferno, and defying all the artifices of 
man and Satan to extinguish it." We 
are awfully afraid that the soft vails of 
Rome's Jesuits, which are filling our 
churches and chapels. our mansions and 
mechanics' halls, will. ere long, extin
guish the candle for a time. The Rocle 
does its best to keep the Reformation 
candle burning ; but the very fact that 
thousands of the clergy speak evil of 
The Rock shews plainly enough that they 
are Bonner's slaves, and not the true 
successors of Latimer. 

Our Own Fireside. We are more fond 
of this monthly, as a family entertainer, 
than any issue we are acquainted with. 
A pleasant talent runs through the whole, 
with a vein of godly instruction in every 
page. From one of its reviews we quote 
the following:-

" Across my path Death flings 
Cold sha.des tha.t quench the light, 

When, lot with angel's wings 
The darkened vale grows white. 

Thy rocla.nd staff my guide a.i,ipeo.r, 
Alld Thou art better than my fear." 

How true is every word! 
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Fifth Annual Report of " G0&pel .Advo
cate " Societ_11 shews a good balance, pro
gress in its work, and extensive patronage. 
Thank the Lord, somebody cares for the 
poor. We often see some of the Lord's 
poor who are nearly starved, while others 
roll in riches. 

A Golden Christm{l,8, being Longley's 
Annual for 1877 (39, Warwick-lane). 
Scenes in all departments of life plainly 
pencilled, and printed boldly. ' 

The appeal on behalf of China in the 
Repo,·t qf the :Slumgai Presbyt1-rian Mission 
makes our very souls to yearn to go to 
that. the largest heathen nation in al 1 the 
world. But we must be quiet. We are 
inly condemned to think on behalf of 
the Chinese Mission we have done 
nothing. But, ground down in the dust 
all our days nearly, we have ~ad the will, 
but the power has been lacking. Young 
men, go to Mr. Wylie, of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and if Christ is 
your soul's salvation go and witness for 
Him in China. It is the finest field in 
all the world. 

Old Jonathan is quite a gallery of the 
fine arts ; but the following from dearly
exercised Cowper is precious to us:-

" Amidst the roa.ring of ·the sea.. 
My -soul still hangs her hopes on Thee ; 
Thy constant love, Thy faithful ea.re, 
Is all that &&'\"eS me from despair. 
Though tempest-tossed and half & wreck, 
My Sa'dour through the floods I seek; 
Let neither winds nor stormy main 
Force bo.ck my sh&ttered b&rque &gain." 

We have seen a letter from Tasme.nia 
which informs us of the extensive interest 
produced among all classes there by the 
perusal of our brother John Bunyan 
McCure'e l~st vol~me, Life in England 
a11d Australia. It 1e the means in the 
Lord's hand, of opening the eyes, and 
of comforting the hearts of many. We 
thought, from the first, that book must 
command an immense circulation. 

November part of Hana and Heart is 
a current encyclopedia of everything 
something that can be useful. 

The Argonaut is a high-class magazine 
to which our beloved W. Winters con: 
tributes a series of papers on " Early 
English Bibles," &c., &c. 

~rove Chapel Pulpit (N os. 42-3) con
tams sermons beaded, " The Devil the 
Dog, and the Deliverer." As we read on 
we thought this surely must be Mr'. 
Thomas Bradbury's masterpiece. 

NEW ISSUES.-.7kou Art the Man! the 
Cause and Cure of lllodem Sceptici,sm. 
By a Layman (published by W. H. 
Guest, 29, Paternoster row). A terrible 
trimmer for the idolatrous clergymen; 
Honest laymen should persevere to have 
it read to their clergy. It is too true to 
be denied.- Water Baptism and the Last 
Supper Viewed in Relation to Ritualism. 
B! ·Joseph Cooper (Harris. & Co., 5, 
Bishopsgate Without). Joseph, like the 
late Tb_omas Hughes, has followed Dell, 
of w-hom, and of our modern Joseph, we 
may yet write to be heard. 

"FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS." 
Tune : St. Cuthbert's. Bristor Tune Book. 

POOR weeping souls find sweet relief 
By dwelling on the Name 

Of Him who bare His people's grief, 
Reproach and shame. 

When guilt lies heavy on the soul, 
The 19.w and conscience flay, 

The blessed Saviour will condole, 
And check dismay. 

The failing He will gent.Jy raise, 
The sinking kindly buoy ; 

In heavy hearts He perfects praise, 
In mourning, joy. 

The Church"s ransom price He paid, 
'Twas paid in precious blood ; 

86, Exmouth-street, E. 

A fountain for vile sinners made 
A cleansing flood. 

His members were by dying bought, 
He purchased their release ; 

And all the body shall be brought 
To lasting peace. 

Then let unceasing laud arise 
To God, the Three-in-One ; 

'Tis sweetly harped beyond the skies, 
Around the throne. 

To Father, Son, and Spirit, each 
Be yielded solemn praise; 

This blissful, joyful note shell reach 
Eternal days. 

S. GRAY. 

"Go into the pulpit, and preach as though you intended to be listened 
to." Some people preach as though they wished not to be listened to ; 
and the people iru,tinctive_ly take notice of this apparent desire, and act 
accordin~ly. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

LETTERS FROM AUSTRALIA. 
[We give these 08 early as po!'Sible. They 

prove to us the Gospel of Christ is spread
mg, but everywhere pastors are wanted.
En.) 

WHAT A POOR PASTOR'S WIPE 
. SHOULD BE, 

MY DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-Love, 
mercy, and peace to you from the Lord Jesus. 
I send you the wife's aecount of the departure 
of our very dear brother Sutherland, one of 
the most honest, straightforward, and godly 
brothers J have ever met with. He was none 
ot the snapping, snarling, conceited, peacock 
kind. He was kind, loving, courteous, 
bumble, and meek. He made no arrogant 
pretensions, yet he was much esteemed by 
thousands who hated bis religious sentiments, 
He built the house of God upon bis own 
property, at bis own expense, and wished co 
have it stand there, 250 miles from Sydney, 
a witness for the Lord. By his wish, for his 
needs, I advanced upon it, and it is mine. I 
had in view, in thinking of coming to you in 
England, the getting ol SQl'.lle brothers gifted 
to speak in some fl ve or six places like these; 
but we were intruded upon in that attempt, 
but it still seems to be needful. If people 
were less selfish and proud, it would be much 
better for Zion at large. In reading the 
letter I inclose, you must remember the 
writer and the written about were two very 
aged persons, who, 08 brother and sister, 
husband and wife, loved each other much, 
and served the Lord constantly. .Perhaps 
her simple way of describing her own conduct 
niay be useful to show what afoor par>on's 
wife should he. However, leave you 
editorially to judge. You will see that our 
friends in New Zealand, a 1,000 miles from 
us, have finished their chapel, and have 
commenced the testimony and worship of God 
therein. D. A. 

Sydney, July 27, 1877. 

DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,-! 
received your beautiful letter with the irreat 
sympathy you manifest towards me in my 
great loss and sorrow. My loss is my dear 
and much-beloved husband's unspeakable 
gain. 0 bow changing and various are the 
scenes we have to pass through and trials to 
endure· while here below. The Lord bns 
seen ftt to take my loved one to Himself: he 
had done his work here upon earth : be is 
enjoying the reward ol his love to his dear 
Saviour by trying to win precious souls to 
Him. The Lord gave my much-loved one 
to me for forty-eight years. The event was 
very sudden. My beloved husband was taken 
about three weeks before his death, in the 
Church, with a kind of faintness. After he 
came out he got better. He was taken 
agait:1, the Sabbath before he died, with the 
same faintness, worse than the first time, 
but he soon got better. He seemed nicely 
nil the week: quite happy and cheerful. He 

said to me one night, " I feel rather fatigued 
to-night." I said to him, "Why do you not 
take II rest on the bed in the day, it would 
revive and strengthen you, my love?" "Yes 
!t would, dear, and I do so enjoy a lay down 
JU the day. Well, dear, I will promise you 
if I am spared, to heJrin to-morrow." Tb~ 
night that my heloyed husband died, I got 
the books for worship, and before reatlin g the 
Scriptures, he always read first of all a portion 
for every day of the Believers' Daily Remem
brancer. 0 how he loved that l,ook, and 
wonderful, the very beautiful portion that 
was laid out for my loved one that night, 
the last be read; it wa~, " I go to prepare a 
place for you." That was the text, aorl the 
comment was very beautiful under it. After 
my dear one bad read it, 0 how he admired 
it, be was filled with joy and happiness. 
"0," he said," Jesus gone to pre11are a place 
for me. 0 how delightful ! and for you, my 
love! " He said again, "0 what joy ! what 
comfort! gone to prepare a place for me. Yes 
for me. Very soon I shall be with Jesus' 
my precious Saviour." Then he gave out 
the hymn, and w~ both sang, and his voice 
was as strong as ever. Then be told me to 
read. After I bad read it, he began to make 
comments on the beauty of that lovely instruc
tion we had received to-night. He talked 
on about Jesus and His glory, then be praved 
After worship be seemed nicely, only weakly: 
Suddenly be said, " I want a piece of flannel 
to put to my chest.•• I gave that to him in 
bed. I bad only just got to bed, when be 
wanted ointment put to his chest. I got 
it. He threw off the bed-clothes; be felt 
the faintness coming on him, the same as he 
bad on Sunday. I said, "Shall I get up. 
my love, and make a fire?" He said, "Yes, 
do, my dear, and I will get up and sit bv the 
fire." So I did very quickly. Just as I was 
nearly dressed, he called out be felt sick. I 

.thought it was bronchitis had set iu. I said 
to my belov~ one," Shall I run up for Mrs. 
Webb? and run down for the doctor?" He 
said, "Yes, do, my dear, perhaps the doctor 
may pve me something to relieve my breath
ing.' I W08 back so quick, be saitl, "I will 
get up." But be was too weak. All this 
time I did not think that death was so near. 
He looked up in my face and said, " 0, my 
dear, -death bas taken hold of me. 0 yes, 
dear, it is death." Then be called oo the 
Lord if it was His will to take him, " Thy 
will be done." Just as the doctor came, be 
seemed easier, but never spoke to the doctor; 
be spoke once to me. ISo my much-loved 
one did not suffer long, and that was with 
shortness of breath. I think the Lord Jesus 
honoured my dear husband very highly, for 
He granted him bis request in every way. He 
had prayed for me to be sparetl to close bis 
eyes in death, and that office I ditl, tor though 
in such grief, I rememberetl his words, and I 
put my two hands oa hi• dear eyes and closed 
them, and they never came open any more, 
and nothing was put oo them. 0 what a 
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beautiful corpse he was! I never saw the 
like ; and every one said he did not look like 
death ; such a sweet, happy tacet_!lnd he used 
to pray to the Lord that when He took him 
to come quickly. The Lord wonderfully 
. granted him all his requests. My loved one 
I.lad his lamp trimmed and his light burning 
brightly t.waiting his Lord's coming to take 
him to His glory. He used to say to me 
when the Lord took him I must not mourn 
·becau,>e we should soon meet again in glory: 
where we should never part. Dear brother 
I have gil•en you the account of my beloved 
husband's death. I cannot write any more. 
·Our little flock comes every Sabbath and 
hold meetings, which I am sure you will be 
pleased to bear. They rejoice my heart to 
see them come. F. 8UT!ll'.:RLA.ND. 

Braidwood, July 4, 1877. 

THE SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF 

D. ALLEN"S PASTORATE IN SYDNEY, 
June 5, 1877. 

Time"s rapid wheels have rolled 
Her seven circles round, 

Since I, within your fold, 
Your pastor here wa.s found. 

,Seven years of matchless mercy we record, 
Full streams of mercy from our gracious Lord. 

Mercy supplies our needs, 
Mercy sustains our souls, 

Mercy the hungry feeds. 
Mercy the Church lnfolds, 

.Mercy S<, long, our feeble souls have bleat, 
Mercy will give us perfect, endless rest. 

Our souls she.II bless the Lord, 
And magnify His name; 

Bis faithfulness record, 
Let angels sing the same. 

-0 God of love. accept 0~1ih:nmble songs, 
The tribute of our the.nldul, grateful tongues. 

Love. health. peace, money, friends, 
By Thy kind ha.nd are given; 

Al I answer holy ends, 
And help us on to heaven. 

'Thy hand, dear God, in all these things we view, 
And own eternal praises a.re Thy due. 

Whi!e thousands now depe.rt 
From truth's most holy ground, 

Shepherds their !locks desert, 
Aud few are faithful found; 

That we are kepc in Zion's holy ways, 
Tu due to grace, e.ud grace she.II have the praise. 

A.gain, I thank you, friends, 
For all your kindness shown; 

I leave you in His hands, 
To whom your acts a.re known. 

·God bless your souls wi1h holy love Divine, . 
And cause His face on your dear hearts to shine. 

Fathers, me.rtyrs, prophets, 
Al I the ref urmers too, 

Yea. J esu.s Christ, who sits 
In heaven, where we go, 

.Stood, and stand, in our holy ground of truth, 
The faith proceeding from Jehovah'• mouth. 

In this, my friends, stand fast. 
Though o.ll forB&ke the faith, 

Stand in the storm and blast, 
To what Jehova.h B&ith. 

Though heaven, and earth, and m&n shall pass 

n::r~rioUB truth eh&ll stand to endleBB day. 
Stand by the covena.nt, too, 

St.e.nd by the martyrs" side, 
Sta.nd a.nd front the Roma.n foe, 

St.e.nd and stem her tide. 
,Stand upon tb,~ apo6tles' holy ground, 
St.a.nd till the foe receives her mortal wo'IID.d. 

And now let love increase, 
As love no Ill ce.u work. 

0 live, my friends, in peace, 
. ...: o anger e'er provoke. 

Say loving words to soothe your rugged way 
To yon bright mansions of eternal day . 

D.A. 

CO L C H EST E R.-St. John's-green 
chapel was re-opened Oct, 18th, 1877. Mr. 
W. Kern preached in the afternoon from 
" Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy counte
nance upon us." He gave us an appropriate 
discourse. Mr. K. has felt the power of 
Christ's Gospel in his own heart; speaks from, 
and of, the tnings he bas personally known. 
After tea a public meeting, presided over_l>y 
Mr. W. Beach. Messrs. C. Cock, W. 
Houghton, W. Kern, and J. Smith gave us 
useful addl"eSlles. Mr. Willings prayed. 
Mr. Secretary R. Wigley (to whom the 
cause is indebted for constant aud willing 
labours) gave a report, in which be said," This 
is a day of considerable interest to ns, one to 
be remembered. About five years since a 
few friends met to worship in a room ; the 
num her increased ; the old chapel which stood 
on this ground being to let, it was taken for 
public worship. In Nov., 1875, Mr. W. 
Brown, after supplying the pulpit alternate 
Sundays for twelve months, was chosen 
pastor ; came to reside in our midst. It was 
thought wise to secure the chapel, and put it 
in trust on Mr. Mote's Deed, which has been 
done; a committee was appointed to repair 
or rebuild the chapel, it being in a'h unsafe 
condition. After much thought and labour 
on the part of the committee, the result is as 
you see, a chapel almost entirely ne~j with 
seats for 330 persons." The financ,a con
dition of the building fund is cheering, over 
£250 bas been raised. Of the larger sums 
given,or promised, we notice Mr. W. Beach, 
£10; Mr. C. Cock, .£10; Mr. J. Burnard, 
£,5; Mr. I. Green, £,5; Mr. W. Houghton, 
£,5; Mr. R. Wigley, £,5; Mr. Sharplin, 
£,5; Mr. Knop, £5; Mr. Thurston, £,5; 
Mr. W. Crowther, £2 10s.; Mr. Blomficld, 
£2 2s; Mr. Swann, £,2; with a number or-
guineas and sovereigns. We have not 
received: anything from any other Churches. 
We hope they will help us to clear off the 
remaining ,£150 ; donations thankfully 
received by our pastor, Walter Brown, 
Mersea-road, Colchester. 

RICHMOND.-The pastor of Rehoboth, 
in Park-shot(W. J. Gooding),says :-" Our 
meeting; Nov. 5, was very good. R. G. 
Edwards preached from' Them He also glo
rified.' J. Hand read and prayed; brother 
Bonney preRided at public meeting, and gave 
an excellent opening address. B. Woodrow, 
T. Stringer, and others cheered us, I gave 
a statement of the Lord's dealings with _us as 
a Church. This month completed the 
fiftieth year since I wa, led into a Baptist 
chapel, where the Lord blessed the Word 
preached to the regeneration of my soul by the 
power of the Holy Ghost. Brother Levin
sobn preached to a chapel crowded ; it was 
the best meeting we have bad; I hope the 
dawn of a better day." 
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BPELDHURBT BOAJJ CHAPEL, 
l:lOUTH HACKNEY. 

It wns underRlood by friends who met here 
-0n one of the mO!!t drelll'y of days in all 
-October that the meeting was in celebration 
of the 'fiftieth year of the pastor's being 
brought to fear and follow God in the section 
-of truth of which he is this to day a lively 
partaker. The 29th of October was " a 
-dirty day outsid~." . 

Morning service opened exceedmgly well 
with prayer, praise, and short speeches. 
Many ministers came to welcome the pastor, 
C. W. Banks on his reaching the fiftieth 
year of his visible union to Christ. " By grirce 
.are ye sned" may he say as he erects another 
(helpstone) Ebenezer in honour of the great 
-God wlio has helped him hitherto, and sing 
with a sweet songster of the modern school 

,of thought-
... How many blessed gifts of truest gladness 

His own dear hand has scattered on my way! 
How oft Bis voice of love, amid my sadness, 

Turned darkness into day ! " 

Psalm exxii. was read, and brethren 
J. W. Banks, Huxham, Oakey, Inward, 
. Sack C. W. Banks, and Mayhew enter
tained the hearers with spiritual subjects, 
as varied astheywereinteresting. Ministers 
and friends were invited to an excellent 

· dinner provided free of cost. It would 
be certainly a great piece of injustice .to duh 
the Editor of the EA.RTHBN VESSEL and 
his friends at Speldhurst-road chapel as un
charitable• truly they belong to.the largest 
hearted p~ople in existence-i.e., the Strict 
.and Particular Baptists. ( Oh ! oh ! ) The 
,grace being sung and the cloth cleared, the 
friends discoursed viva voce freely till Mr. 
Banks opened the service with a hymn, and 
Mr. Holland, the new and beloved pastor of 
Plumstead Tabernacle, read Colossians i., 
and Mr. Simpson, pastor of a Baptist Church 
1in the city of Lincoln, engaged in prayer. 
At the kind request of the chairman the 

·speakers of the day dilated upon the solemn 
words in Malachi, " Who may abide the day 
of His coming 1 And who shall stand when 
He appeareth 1" To this grave question was 
appended the annexed personal inquiry from 
a well-known hymn-

" Shall I among them st&nd? ,, 
·w. Winters spoke, as desired, on the words 
·in question, and said whatever the opinion 
might be of some present on the subject, he 
believed the words of Malachi were already 
fulfilled, and the text and context could not 
with any degree of propriety be made to 
assimilate with the more potent words 
respecting the final day of judgment yet to 
come. Mr. C. Cornwell followed with 
sub.,tantial and corroborative evidence in 
.favour of what harl been advanced, that the 
•text had direct reference to the speerly coming 
-of Christ, after His great precursor, John the 
Baptist. Mr. J. W. Banks read an interest
ing paper on the nature of public meetings, 
shewing the good, spiritually, socially, and 
financially, resulting from them. Cheering 
and telling speeches were then given on the 
,characters" who shall abide the day of His 

coming?" Mr. Baldwin, of Camherwell, 
prayed, and brother J oho Sale,i, of OrJ!ington, 
gave sterling remarks; also Mr. Simpson, 
of Lincoln. Mr. T. Stringer came with the 
force of Hercules armed with gil<'antic truth, 
shewing evident proof of his intrepidity and 
power of thought nnd action in declarin~ 
"who shall stand when Christ appeareth.' 
Mr. Woodrow spoke savoury words to the 
point as did also Mr. Branch, much to the 
gratification of most, if not all, present. Mr. 
I. Levinsohn addressed the friends on the 
subject and gave in detail the character of the 
Jews at the coming of Christ as recorded by 
Malachi. Mr. N. Oakey gave a stirring 
speech on "who shall stand," and " who 
shall abide." Mr. G. Baldwin spoke well to 
the point, as did Mr. S. Banks, the_l~tter 
dwelling on the importance of real spmtual 
worship. The well-known, but none the 
less beautiful, hvmn, "Nearer Home," was 
sung when the· happy meeting terminated 
with a short prayer by W. Wr NTEll.S. 

Waltham Abbey. 

THE LATE MR. COWLEY FOUND 
DEAD IN HIS CHAIR • 

A friend from Bath, writing to Mr, 
Edwin Langford, says," I mu•t tell you ofa 
very sudden death which took place_ e_arly 
thi• morning. Mr. Cowley, an old mm,ster 
from London who preached at Providence 
last Sabbatb,'also on Wednesday night, was 
found dead in his chair Ibis morning. We 
went to chapel fully expecting to hear him 
preach · but to our astonishment we were 
told be 'was dead; it has very much upset us 
all. He was staying with Mr. Denman 
(where you went when you were here), and 
last night when he went to bed he seemed 
very well, and this morning they went to tell 
him to come down to breakfast, and found be 
did not answer, so they went into t_he room, 
and saw him sitting in the chair qmte dead ; 
he must have died in the night alone, yet not 
alone for the Lord was with him and took 
him home to glory. His wife is b!'d_-ridden; 
they have sent a telegram to her; 1t JS~gre~t 
upset to poor old Mr. Denman, be fee_ls 1t 
accutely; we bad to have a prayer meetmg, 
it was very solemn indeed. Oh ! bow the Lord 
is gathering in His d!'ar se~v•nu:- ~e went 
home like a "shock ol corn lully~•pe.. [J)Ir, 
Cowley bad a small congregation m Gee
street, Goswell-road; but was _frequently 
suppll'_ing" Standard" Churches m different 
parts.J __ 

HOLLOWAY.-ZoAR CH~PEL, 
WEDlll0RE-STREET, We here received a 
blessing on Oct. 9. Large number sat ~own 
to tea ; some friends were then for!"ed m ~o a 
Church. Mr, Styles delivered an mterest1!'g 
address upon the doctrines of the Strict 
Bar.tists; and Mr. Levinsohn preached a 
sermon. There were a few sheep gathered 
that night and the Shepherd's presence was 
realised. We are led to say, " The Lord bath 
done great things for us, whereof we ~ 
glad." In Holloway the harvest truly IS 
plentiful; but the labourers 8l"e Jew .-H. 
THORN, 
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THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. 
Twice in one Psalm (the 71st) does the 

sweet sinirer of Israel pour out R fervent 
prayer for sustentation in his declining days: 
" Cast me not off," he says, " in the time of 
old age ; forsake me not when my strength 
faileth." Again, "Now also when I am old 
and grayheaded, 0 God, forsake me not." 
The sequel, as recorded in the last chapter of 
the first book of Chronicles, prove• that God 
did not forsake him, but enabled him in his 
dying moments, in spite of all his faults and 
fai]ures, to sing of a " covenant ordered in 
all thin~ and sure.'' And from his day to 
the present a covenant God in Christ has 
ever proved faithful to His promise that He 
will never Je;ive no~ forsake those who have 
put their trust in Him. Sn has it pro,•ed in 
the case of that aired servant of the Lord (Mr. 
8. Ponsford) ministering to the Church and 
congregation worshipping in Zion's-bill 
Baptist chapel, Courland-grove, Larkball
lane, Clapham. 

On Tuesday, October 23, be reached the 
good old age of 76: and on the following 
Thursday a tea and public meeting was held 
to commemorate the anniversarv ofhis birth
day. A 11:ood number partook of tea, and in 
the evening the chapel was full ; thus show
ing that the labours of this worthy veteran 
are not unappreciated. 

Altbou11:b the bills stated that Mr. Pons
ford would preside, yet he gave way to that 
genial and faithful man of God, Mr. J. S. 
Anderson, ofDeptford. Mr. Wild, ofHayes, 
engaged in prayer, and some appropriate and 
interesting addresses were given by the pas
tor, Messrs. Anderson, Bardens, and Nugent, 
and a letter was read from Mr. Phillips, who, 
through severe illness, was unable to attend ; 
but is now, we trust, in a hopeful state of 
recovery. The pastor appeared in remark
able cheerful spirits, .and he seems to have 
regained his strength wonderfully since his 
long affliction at the commencement of the 
present year. Row many more anniv~aries 
he may see we cannot say, tor the very simple 
reason-we don't know. But if it please Him 
whose he is, and whom be serves, to see few or 
many more,our heart's desire and prayer to God 
is, that each succeeding one may prove better 
than the preceding, that his last days may be 
his best days, and that when it shall please 
God to take him, may he have an abundant 
entrance into the kingdom of glory. 

In his long ministerial career he has, of 
course, witnessed many changes. The Church 
comprised only seven members when Mr. 
P. took the oversight. Of those seven only 
one now remains-viz., Mr. Long, the senior 
deacon-the last but one (Mrs. Goodwin) 
having been removed by the band of death 
within the last three months. On Sunday 
evening, October 28, the pastor made a few 
remarks relative to her decease, in which 
he said that she was a most highly-favoured 
woman, and although for the last twelve 
months she had been deprived of the outward 
means of grace, and her mental faculties 
had given way, yet, at times, she had her 
seasons of refreshing trom the presence ot 
the Lord. She was one of those whose 

places are seldom vacant In the house of 
God, and who received the testimony of· 
the preacher with evident satisfaction nnd 
delight. But she Is now drinking deep 
draughts from the fountain-bead; and .loins 
in the song of the redeemed, " Wortliy is. 
the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing." To God• 
be all the praise. R. S. 

PUBLIC RECOGNITION OF MR, G. 
HOLLAND AS PASTOd OF PLUM
STEAD TABERNACLE. 
Sunday, November 4, sermons were• 

preached by the pastor-elect and C. W. Banks. 
Services were held also on the following day. 

Plumstead tabernacle is a spacious build
ing, well situat~d in a thickly-populated 
neighbourhood; and is likely to be well filled 
under the faithful ministration of our ex
cellent brother, who is a bold champion of 
Divine truth. We wish him prosperitv in 
the highest and best sense. Mr. J. Witd' 
presided in the afternoon, and adapted him
self and his opening speech to the occasion, 
which was specially interesting. Mr. W. 
Webb prayed. W. Winters "stated the 
nature of a Gospel Church," which he· 
endeavoured to do after the following order : 
I. The inquiry-What is meant by a Gospel 
C.hurcb ? II. Its origin and progress. I II. 
Its internal government. IV. Its (indivisi
bility) union and communion with Christ 
the Head and Founder. Mr. R. Webb· 
stated the Church's reasons for electing Mr. 
Holland as pastor. Mr. T. Stringerii'asked 
the usual questions, which were answered 
most satisfactorily. Mr. J. S. Anderson 
delivered the charge from "Preach tbe
Word." Having given sound, practical and 
experimen ta! ad vice, the worthy speaker 
advised Mr. Holland what he ought not to
do, &c. 

A few words by the chairman, in approba
tion of the service, brought the afternoon's 
meeting to a close. 

The evening's meeting was presided over· 
by I. C. Johnson, Esq., J.P., a j!'entleman 
of excellent parts and well qualified to fill' 
so important a post. 

Most suitable addresses were delivered by 
Messrs. Bardens, Cornwell, Lawrence, C. W. 
Banks, Stringer, W. Webb, and Holland. 
It was gratifying to see a j?OOd attendance. 
That the Lord will cement thb pastor and· 
people together in love for life, is the sincere-
hope of w. WINTERS. 

Waltham Abbey. .. --
TUNBRIDGE WELLS.-MR. EDITOR, 

-We are not free, even in this beautiful dis
trict, from the influence of Romanism ; hut 
our townsman, Mr. Thomas Edwards! minis
ter of Salem, has issued some large eaflets 
various in style, striking in character, and 
useful to warn the people of their danger. We 
hope a kind Providence will use them 
extensively.-A. JWebave seen specimens, 
which can be h of brother Thomas Ed
wards.] 
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SPECIAL SERVICE TO WELCOME 
MR. ,J. INWARD AS PASTOR OF 
HOMERTOY ROW CHAPEL •. 

Tuesdny, November 6, a number of friends 
galhe!ed in the schoolroom where tea was 
provided. A public meeting was then held 
m the chapel, which is a comfortable place 
of worship. On trending the verge of places 
of renown, where famous men have laboured, 
like Doniel Curtis and the most recent pastor 
William Palmer, one who has a reverence 
for the dead in Christ, feels a kind of sacred 
awe, which is scarcely allowable by some. 
The chapel has undergone improvements of 
a very commendable kind ; noticeable, also, is 
the white mineral stones which are to band to 
posterity the lives in brief of the above-named. 
worthies. Mr. W. Palmer was a pastor of 
twenty years' standing in this Church, a no 
mean sciolist, but possessed to the last an 
acute and penetrating mind ; an able con
troversialist, who often pushed his opponents 
with the vigour and intrepidity of a scholar 
that would not have disgraced an university. 
Leaving the gifted pastors of Homerton
row with the Lord, who buries His workmen 
hut carries on His work, we notice the 
living one iu the person of John • Inward, a 
fine, bold, arid intelligent man of the old 
school. As minister over an intelligent 
people, he need to possess spiritual and 
natural gilts of rather more than ordinary 
kind, or he will find his congregation a-head 
of him, and once that is the case his useful
ness, in a great measure, is gone. A minister 
must. be an intense reader and thinker, 
deept,, imbued with the spirit of prayer in 
order to make a stand in the great metro
polis in this fast age. 

May the new pastor of Homerton-row 
realise every neces.,ary help from the Lord 
and from the Church, and what God bath 
joined together let not man put asunder. 
The pastor presided, and was surrounded 
with a full staff of ministers who came to 
wish him God.-speed. 

Mr. Elsey opened the service with prayer. 
Mr. Hains, n worthy deacon, gave interest
ing details respecting Mr. Inward coming 
among them. Mr. Langford, being a near 
neighbour, ~poke in warm and affectionate 
terms of his attachment to Mr. Inward, and 
wished him and his Church every blessing 
ofheavenlyworth. Mr. W. Wehb,azealous 
servant of God, spoke of his union to the 
late pastor, Mr. Palmer. Mr. Bennett ex
pressed his Christian love to Mr. Inward, 
and hoped he would realise the fulness of the 
words-i.e.," Fear not, for I will help thee." 
C. W. Banks, whom Mr. Inward styled 
"good brother Banks," spoke next, and we 
can soy we never heard our brother C. W. 
Banks speak better. God had made him a 
blessing on one occasion to Mr. Inward, 
when )le (Mr. Banks) preached at Crosby
row. Mr. Banks closed his excellent re
marks with words gloriously suitable to the 
new pastor: " Thou will keep him In perfect 
peace whose mind Is stayed on Thee, because 
he trusteth iu Thee." Mr. C. Gordelie_rJ 
who has a mind, well atored with gooa 

divinity of the superlnpsariRn school of other 
days, addressed the meeting in a touching 
manner, which almost produced tears of joy. 
Mr. Steed, a right red-hot, swift-footed ~teed 
of a truth, roused the aurlience to a high 
state of pleasurable excitement, and ~•ve 
some excellent counsel to the pastor. Mr. 
R. A. Law,·ence (a well-taught man of 
God) spoke on the union of the pastor and 
people, which greatly tended to encourage 
both. Mr. Barmore advanced helpful 
words, and gave Mr. Inward the right hand 
of fellowship. 

Messrs. Dearsly, John Wheeler, Hit~bcock, 
Oakey, M. Branch, and other ministerial 
brethren were present. The happy and 
intere•ting, meeting was concluded with 
prayer by w. WINTERS. 

Waltham Abbey. 

THIRTY-THREE YEARS. 
We finish this November the Thirtv

third Volume of the EARTHEN VESSE-L 
Mystel'ious circumstances led to its eom~ 
mencement; heart-rending trials have 
attended its progress; numerous testimonies 
encourage us to hope it has been useful. It 
goes now to the ends of the earth, a.• our 
corresp0ndents prove. One dear Christian 
brother writes: "I have read the EARTHEN 
VESSEL from the commencement, and I 
recollect hearing you preach in Windmill
street, Finsbury." God knoweth we have 
desired to glorify His Triune Name and 
still desire it. We review the past' sixty 
years of our life with a mixture of dee!} 
humility anrl of humble hope. All the future 
we must commit unto the Lord. We 
tender true thank• to our ai,red friends who 
have ever helped us to extend its circulation. 
While proud men have showered· upon us 
censures and sneers, honourable and honest 
men, by tens of thousands, have stood hv us 
fast and firm. We would, with sacred feelings 
of holy gratitude," praise Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, from whom all blessings flow." 
Amen. 

We appeal to our &iends, one and all. to 
use their inftuenee at the close cf this 1877, 
on our behalf, so that the volume for 1878 
may circulate still more extensively. We 
have been pained to learn that friends could 
not obtain the numbers for the past ye11r. 
We trust in future all will be supplied. 
Praise and prayer is the life of 

C. W. B. 

SOUTH WALES.-DEAR BROTHER 
BANKs,-With great pleasure I write you 
of the Lord's mercies toward us as a Church. 
Brother J. Thomas, of Merthyr Tydvil, bas 
been with us. He had the privilege of bap
tizing for us, and he spoke well. After the 
Lord's Supper was administered we received 
John Thomas and his wile as members; my 
little heart within me said, "Thank the Lord 
for this." Hopin'I' the Lord will continue to 
favour you and all the ,Iected children of His 
with mercies,-1 remain, truly in the Lord's, 
G&o. WINSTON, Bargoed, near Cardiif, 
Nov. 5th, 1877. 
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FROM LONDON TO BRADFORD 
AND BACK. 

"Prone to wa,nder, Lord, I feel it.'" 

It is possihle for good men to leave 
tl1e straiirht path and to wander for awhile 
in the wilderness. Yet how can the 
positive promises of our God be true if a11y of 
His servants or saints are left to stray away? 
All His promi!!eS are true, however they may 
appenr to fail. That omniscient eye, which 
foresaw evPn·thinir from the commencement 
to the consummation of time anticipated, 
and made provision for, thefickie movements 
of His Israel, under all circumstances; 
hence, that gracious word in Isaiah xxx., 
" Thine ear shall hear a word behind thee, 
saying, This is the way; walk ye in it, 
when ye turn to the right hand, and when 
ye turn to the left." There are such depths 
in the working out of the Divine purposes 
that no finite being can fully understand 
them. 

The exercise of a special sovereignty is 
clearlv seen here and there. Have we not 
all sa"t in solemn amazement while con
templating that sublime passage, "Thy 
way is in the sea, and Thy path in the great 
waters, and Thy footsteps are not known? " 
The most unwise, and the least exercised, 
will often pass a severe sentence upon such 
of their brethren as may have appeared to 
go out of the way, when silence would best 
become then.. 

Caryl says, the Lord keeps a close and 
heavy hand upon some of His children, 
while others wander as they, will. Paul, at 
one time, was quite anxious to go into 
Bithynia, but the Spirit suffered him not. 
Another course was marked out for the 
apostle, and in that Heaven-directed way 
He must go; there the Lord honoured him. 

Some brethren are left to turn to the right 
hand and to the left also. And as we look 
over the 10011: roll of ministers ,vbom we 
have known durinir the last forty years, we 
think of manv who have turned hither and 
thit!Jer ; but the voice behind them has not 
been effectually beard. We have never 
known t!Jem to return unto Him whom 
once they acknowledged as their Master and 
Lord. What characters! What consciences! 
What empty professions ! What falhnJtS 
awav will the books reveal, when on the 
judgment day the secrets of all hearts shall 
be laid open! What God-fearing soul can 
there be in this dark world who does not 
tremble at the thought oJ that universal 
unfolding of all the deep and secret things 
of time? Oh ! ye sons of men, consider the 
judgment of God drawetb near. 

We are involuntarily going away from 
the subject we contemplated-our final note 
on Mr. J. S Anderson's ministry, as re
ferred to in our last. 

Bradford has been, if it is not now, a 
kind of attraction to Baptist ministers. It 
has a population of some 200,000 souls. It 
has ten or a dozen Baptist chapels, with a 
Baptist membership of near 4,000 believers. 
Some years ago, certain leaders in the 
Bradford liaptiat Churches came to London 

to seek for pastol"I! • and they were not a 
little pleaPl!d to ftnd a ,few Inclined to listen 
to their proposals. We all remember what 
a thrill of astonishment pierced the hearts 
of our Churches when one of the eweetest, 
one of the most pleasing models of humanity, 
turned liis back upon us all, and was cheer
fully installed in a Baptist bishopric. From 
us be is for ever gone. , 

In the month of June, 1867, our Deptford 
pastor, John Slate Anderson, left Zion 
chapel, New-cross, for Bradford, but hear
ing a voice behind him, saying, "This is 
the way," he returned again to his Deptford 
friends in the January of 1869. How was 
all this p:oing and returning brought about! 
Simply from making a wrong estimate of 
certain events. It did appear as though the 
finger of God pointed that way. Who shall 
say it did not? Th,e Lord might see it need
ful that Mr. Anderson should learn such a 
lesson in this movement as would be useful 
to him for the remainder of his life. How 
dare we advance such a proposition ? 
Because the Lord did not forsake him. He 
preached the Gospel there with some liberty; 
albeit, away from the pulpit he WII!' severely 
exercised in his own soul. He was as a fish 
out of water. He was never thoroughly 
happy. The Bradford people were happy 
with him. They were exceedingly kind; 
and when they .knew he was inclined to 
leave them, they sent in two very numerously
signed memorials-one from the Church 
and one from the congregation, beseeching 
him to remain; but he could not .. They 
must be a benevolent people; for although 
Mr. Anderson was compelled to leave them, 
when be was raising the money to enlarge bis 
Deptford Zion, bis Bradford friends actually 
subscribed the generous sum of nearly .£240, 
to enable him to carry out his enlargement. 

The whole nine years since his return 
from Bradford to Deptford, have been years 
of peace, prosperity, and extensive useful
nes.•. The seal of Divine approbation rests 
upon his ministry; bis position and prospects 
are thoroughly good. Long may he live, 
mini.,terially and experimentally to extol the 
Lamb of God. So prayeth his humble 
servant, C. W. B. 

9, Banbury-road, South Hackney, 
November, 1877. 

If Providence permit, we hope to give the 
likenesses and sketches of the Ii ves of many 
others of the Lord's faithful 6ervants. 

SPALDING.-Love-lane Strict Baptist 
chapel was a scene of beauty, harmony, and 
prosperity on October 28 and 29; it was the 
fifth anniversary of brother .John Vincent's 
pastorate there. He bad been ill, but the 
Lord healed him; the people rejoiced, and 
united together to render this anniversary a 
joyous occasion. William Hawkins preached 
the sermons; a bountiful tea on Monday, and 
a happy meeting, realised the large sum of 
.£36 toward the building debt, which we re-

l"oice to learn is fast dying out. The Love
ane pastor and his.people are a working flock; 

prosperity attends them, for which we most 
heartily praise our God. 
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A KIND WORD FROM TH.E RAN
DOLPH DISTRICT IN WISCOUSIN, 
NORTH AMERICA. 
[We thank friend C. Dann for the follow

ing. It shows how the Lord's people are scat
tered all the world over. As we served a 
long apprenticeship of some fourteen years 
in Cranbrook, we knew, sometimes stole in 
to hear, and more, reverenced Isaac Beeman 
than any minister we ever saw, but then we 
were spiritually in the land of Egypt.
En.) 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-1 wish to in
form you that althougb I have not had tile 
privilege of hearing your voice, you have 
preached to me ever since the year 1855 
through thepagesofthe EAR'j.'HEN VESSEL. 

I was born in 1813 in Brightling, in Sus
sex ; from 1821 to 1841 I lived in Roberts
bridge ; was led in the providence of God to 
hear old James Funnell, of Burwash; he 
used to supply Mr. Beeman's chapel when 
he went to London; and William Crouch,of 
Wadhurst; T. Pitcher, and:J ames Rainsford ; 
but I believe I beard Mr. Beeman more to 
profit than any other minister for the last 
two or three years ofb.is life. I used to walk 
from Robertsbridge to Cranbrook nearly 
every Sunday. James Weller was the last 
minister I heard in En,gland. He preached 
at Burwash after the death of James Funnell. 
Your mentioning Mr. Weller's son brought 
many things to my remembrance. Once 
James Weller told me how he was blest in 
hearing Mr. Beeman. I was there the same 
time, and was blest also. It was before I 
was brought to a satisfaction of my own per
sonal interest,in the atonement of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Mr. Beeman's text was in 
Isaiah-" For the Lord spake thus with a 
strong hand, and instructed me." Mr. Bee
man was showing how the Almighty in
structed the sinner with a strong hand out 
of His law. I knew I had gone through the 
teaching that lie described. He made a full 
stop, put bis long fingers over the pulpit 
cushion, and now, says he, " If there is any 
man here that knows what I have been talk
ing about, as sure as he knows it, he is a 
happy man, let him be who he may." The 
hope that it roused in my soul is better felt 
than described. 

In 1841 I left England for America; lived 
eight years near the city of Troy. Did not 
find any such preaching as I heard in Eng
land. In 1849 I moved to the wilds of Wis
l'Ousin, bought eighty acres of wild land, and 
made me a temporary home. In 1855 a friend 
told me I could get the" E. V." by sending 
to Mr. Axford. I have taken them ever 
since. I feel 'interested in the exP.erience of 
Mr. I. Levinsobn. I hope he will give us 
nil the letters that he writes to his father and 
his father writes to him, for I long to know 
what effect his regeneration had upon his 
parents. Youug people will read such pieces 
when they will not some others. I hope you 
will give us as much 88 possible of your own 
writings and peucillings, for my wife and I 
enjoy them very much ; for you B."il like the 
dear conlbeaver, always exalting the Mes-

siah. There Is nothing in this life worth. 
living for, only a knowledge of salvation by 
the forgiveness of sins, through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

I have been an invalid for years. Four 
yea!'9 this spring I settled up all my worldly 
busmess; thought f was going to leave this 
lowland; for what teason I am here the 
great " I AM " knoweth. The Lord bless 
you, and enable you to fill the VESSEJ, witll 
rich provision for poor self-emptied sinners, 
From your unworthy brother, 

CHARLES DANN. 
Randolph, Wisconsin, N .A, 
[Write us again, brother Charles.] 

BANBURY.-MR. C. W. BA:-<rKs,-One 
year, the 16th inst., since we were so 
earnestly engaged in laying the memorial 
stones ( and in the services in connection 
therewith) of our beautiful little temple, 
"Ebenezer," an event, I trust, long to be 
had in remembrance, and in timatelv con
nected with the interests of the Church of 
God in Banbury and its neighbourhood. A 
moment's retrospective reflection brings to 
the mind an host of circum•tances-whicu have• 
transpired within so brief a period, some of a 
tryingly painful, many of a pleasing, en
couraging character, all having an effect 
upon our present existence and future being; 
all under the control of a Divine Pro,-idence; 
all guided by a Father's !Janda. May you 
and I, my dear friend, realise more and more 
the enjoyment of that peace such an assur
ance is calculated to impart to the soul. We 
did not think it prudent to allow the occasion 
to pass by unobserved ; we, therefore, on the 
evening of the 16th, held an anniversary 
service, conducted by our mutual friend and 
minister of the trnth, 1\1 r. James Hand. He 
gave an epitome, so plainly that none couid 
misunderstand them, ol the discriminating 
truths of God's Word, and of the disting-uish
ing character of Gospel ordinances, tor the 
proclamation and observance ol which the 
building was erected and solemnlv dedicated. 
The Divine presence was realised, while the 
speaker made the little sanctuarv ring- again, 
88 be powerfully spoke from 1 Kings viii. 29, 
taking the templt, of old to typify the Church 
of God, upon which the " eye" of Hi, ta,·our 
aud compassion rests, and that continually 
"day and night," unde1· all circumstances, 
prosperous or adverse. " Where His name 
is recorded," Jehovah-Nissi, Jireh, Slmllum, 
&c., variously adapted to every case of His 
people's need, builJiog up, comforting-, en
couraging, reclaiming, inculcating- a ,pirit of 
prayer, and enforcing the indispensable 
necessity of an individual anil an experi
men!al realisation of the truth. He closed 
his discourse, which wns lislenell to with 
marked attention lly a fair congregation, by 
reciting a copy of the imprecation ol the pro
moter's sealed up in the bottle euclose,l iu the 
foundation stone : "That shou Id ever this 
buildin!l be diverted from the objects ,pecified 
lot· which it was mainly built, may these 
stones crumble and the buil,iing fall."
Faithfully yours, JOSEPH Osnu1rn, Oct, 
19, 1877. 
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A NOTE FROM MR. JOHN BUNYAN 
McCURE; 

DEAR MR. EDIT0R,-1 forward you 
copy ot my letter to the Church at Cambridge 
conmining the resignation ol my pastorate'. 
It waf very trying and exceedingly difficult 
to hrmg my mind to sever the relation of 
pastor and Church. But tl,e serious and 
dangerous condition of my brain and the 
prostration of the nervous system demanded 
that it should be so. Doctor;; 'ordered it 
se,•eral ministerial brethren who came to.~ 
me addsrd it.. Brother B. Taylor's kind 
letter (published in November No. of 
" E. Y.") was receh•ed at the moment of 
doubt and perplexity, and confirmed me in 
the sorrowful tact that it must be or paralysis 
of the hrain must follow. ' 

I was ad,·ised at once to go· ao-ain to 
St'otland. I arrh-ed at the Hyd~pathic 
estahlish":'en~, Bridge of Allan, very. ill. 
AftP.r drmkmg-every morning for one 
month-three pints of the waters from the 
Ai~threy mineral springs, and the rest and 
qmet ot that comfortable estahlishmeot the 
Lord graciously restored me. ' 

I ha,•e returned and am settled down in 
my new home, and belie,•e, after two or three 
moot h 's rest and quiet, I shall yet be well 
and strong.again, and able to iro about my 
Master's business wherever H·e may please 
to send me. 

For more than thirty years I have been a 
pa.•tor ; but I now hope I shall not again be 
called to occupy that !ionourable and im
portant position. I would muco· rather do 
the work of an Evangelist among those 
Chu•·ch•s where my poor services may be 
8t'ceptable. 

Prniiog that this affliction may turn out 
for the furtherance of the Gospel, 

I remain, 
You:rs for Christ's sake, 

JOHN BUNYAN MCCURE. 
4, Northampton villas, ::S-orthumberland

park, Tottenham. 
[ ,\.s the " Eden " deacons strongly pro

tested airainst our having a copy of the 
resi~nation letter, as they conside1· it their 
own private property, we seriously pause 
before we publish it. Cambridge people have 
been erroneously prejudiced against us ior 
many years. Unless all parties are agree
able, we should not wish to lay ourselves 
open to the increased anger of enemies.
En.] 

NOTTING HILL GATE.-81LVER
ST1<. ET CHAPEL. Spedal services Oct. 
28 and 30. Mr. Levinsohn preached to 
overflowing congregations, Mr. J. 8. Ander
sou also preached a precious sermon. At 
public meeting Mr. Bonney presided; 
hreth,-en C. W. Banks, C. Gordelier, H. 
M ~·erson, C. Cornwell, W. Winters, I. Levin
sohn, ga,·e suitable addresses. Silver-street 
friends, with their pa.•tor, are wo,-kiog bard 
to liquidate the chupel debt. Friends who 
have the m~ans, come forward and help them; 
th<:y would be unspeakably gratelul. 

KENT.-D.tU.R BROTHEi\ BANKS -
" The state of the Churches down here,,, is 
sad. The love of rule, faithlessness and 
self-esteem are working great deva•tation 
among the people of God, and scattering 
them over the ditferent sections of the pro
feS!'ing Church. That primitive eim11hcity 
of " esteeming others better than them
selves" is fast dying out almost in all the 
places where I have been ; the1·e is some in
ternal commotion arising from one or other 
of the causes mentioned above. I do not 
wonder that many of our Churches are des. 
tit.ute of pastors, since such a state of things 
exists among us; and I believe that manv 
gracious ministers would rather toil with 
their hands for a living, than to embark in 
such a sea of strife as the pastorate in these 
degenerate times Many ministers appear 
persuaded they have a particular vocation 
to preach down error; they cut and slash at 
real and imaginary foes without showing anv 
quarter, and it otten occurs that there are no 
such foes within the bearing of their voice• 
their sermons are worse than useless they 
create a rancorous spirit. On the 'other 
band, some Churches are particularly styled 
" a truth-loving people." When that is 
true in all its bearing, such Churches are a 
glory in the land ; but we have known such 
Churches to be shocked at a truly uractical 
sermon, stigmatising it as legality, error or 
at best but a milk-and-water discourse. Let 
the Churches arise to a sense of their duty, 
let them choose such men as shall preach the 
Gospel doctrinally, practically, and experi
mentally, and let them follow the example 
of their Lord in all things, exercising faith, 
patience, an-I charity, and then we may hope 
for better and more prosperous days to dawn 
on Zion universally.-A1111cus. 

PIMLICO.-Sunday, October 28, was a 
day of Biblical and experimental testifying 
and of sacred worship with us at Rehoboth, in 
Princes-row, wh•re the rainbow of mercv • 
shines over us. Our valiant deacon, Benja: 
mio Wo:idrow, was gone to Nnrbiton to 
preach the Goipel ; but that truly· sincere 
servant of Christ, William Simpson, of Lin
coln, came up, and delivered to us two truth
endearing discourses, Jn morning he opened 
bis heart by the teaching of the .Spirit, on 
Psalm xii.: " For the oppression of the poo1·, 
for the sighing of the needy ; now will I 
arise, saith the Lord. I will set him in safetv 
from him that puff'eth at [ or would ensnare] 
him." The children heard deep things, here. 
In evening, brother William gave us," When 
thou passest through the waters I will be 
with thee," &c. I pray the Lord to greatly 
honour this gentle, humble, yet faithful 
herald ofmercy.-BATTERSEA. 

MARKYATE STREET.-1\fr. Wood the 
Bedmond Baptist pa.~tor, preached our aut~m
oal praise. sermons in September. We are 
bound to give thanks unto our God for raising 
up such a host of ll'ood and p;ifted young 
m~n, who know, and love, and delight to 
preach the news which came from heaven 
eighteen hundred years ago. 
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WO O B U R N G R E E N. - DEAR 
BROTHER BANX:8,-,1 have lost my dear 
wife, Lord's-day morning, Oct. 28, allout 
·2 o'clock. She did not leave her bed after 
the Monday, and did not expregg a doubt ol 
her safety all the week. She said once she 
should like the joys of salvation; but said, 
·" That don't alter my safety." I asked her a 
little while before the closing scene, if it was 
all right; she answered " It is all well," and 
110 passed away without a struggle. I asked 
her some hours before the close if she should 
like a luneralsermon preached ; she said, No, 
11he did not wish the service< at all altered 
from its regular course, she wanted nothing· 
said about her .-Yours truly in Gospel love, 
R. HOWARD. fMany, very many, of our 
ministering brethren know what a kind, 
faithlul, and useful friend to the cause our 
late sister Howard was. She was one of the 
witnesses that the Lord once used us to open 
the prison doors to them that were bound. 
" She is happy now, and we soon that happi
ness shall see.''-C. W B.] 

HAYES TABERNACLE. - Sunday 
school sixth anniversary October 23. Mr. 
Lambourne, of Warboys, preached "Christ 
crucified" thoroughly Evangelical. At tea 
and in the evening, the friends thought it 
was a little dawn of heavenly joy. The re
port by superintendent Bardens was cheer
mg.' The children looked and sung beautiful. 
Chairman W. Beach, E-q., was gravely 
practical. Charles Wilson, Esq .• delivered 
a miniature discourse on" Them that honour 
Me I will honour." He closed by saying 
there was a debt of .£10, and he called upon 
the chairman to see it paid. More than that 
sum was gathered. Samuel Ponslord was 
savoury. E. Forman, of March, was in 
full. command in unfolding the work of 
Sunday schools. C. W. Banks spoke of the 
object, " the promotion of knowledge." C. 
Cornwell illustrated the manner and matter 
of our teaching. Mr. Luscombe, Mr. 
Bardens, and the chairman b,ought in a 
good finale .. 

HACKNEY.-SHALOM CHAPEL, OVAL. 
Beloved Editor,-You will rejoice to hear 
that our neighbour, Mr. Henry Myerson, 
had an interesting and profitable meeting on 
the 13th of last month. The chapel was 
half-full to tea, and very full in the evening. 
At the public meeting Mr. John Bonney (in 
the absence of Mr. W. Beach, who was pre
vented thl'ough cold) occupied the chair. 
Mr. Hughes (a member of Mr. Meeres' 
C~urch, Bermoudsey) opened the meeting 
with prayer. Mr. Cornwell •poke freely and 
cheerfully on Christ the Foundation; Mr. 
Griffiths dilated very S)Veetly on the " Beau
tiful Stones; " the brethren Meeres, Law
rence, Levinsohn, and others followed in a 
most happy strain. Mr. King and other 
friends encouraged brother Myerson by their 
presence. The object of the meeting was to 
clear oft' a debt of .£50, which object was 
accomplishP.d, so that the pastor and liis flock 
at Shalom must have much cause for re
joicing.-A LOOKER-ON. 

NORWICH.-A " Friend." "Sunday, 
November 11, we have some good sermons in 
tabernacle from brothe1· Benjamin Taylor. 
In this old tabernacle pulpit (which belongs 
to Countess of Huntingdon's connexion), 
Toplady, John Berridge, Matthew Wilks, 
and other noble ministers, often preached to 
at least 1,000 precious souls. Now, alas! the 
place is all but emptied. It is occupied by 
some few who call themselves 'Standard ' 
people. Oh, that they had the life, the love, 
the faith, the zeal 01 Christ and His apostl0ll 
in them, so to preach, so to plead, and 
so to labour, as to gather in the outcasts 
of' Israel!" Friend says, " Mr. Editor, 
We are in a miserable plight in Nor
wich, so far as Nonconformist truth preachers 
are concerned. That fine old chapel, Pitt
street, is desolate. Our tabernacle with very 
few; Orford-bill is in a wintry state; pastor 
Tooke is likely to leave. Oh, Banks, why did 
not you take possession of Pitt-street? With 
God's blessing, and a sterling Boanerges, 
it would have been filled." [Satan hindered.] 

SOUTHWARK. -TRINITY CHAPEL, 
TRINITY-SQUARE.-We have experienced 
a little reviving from our long captivity. We 
held on in weakness for some years. Our 
brethren Squirrell and Backett did us good 
service, but as they retired we were left in 
amazement what to do. Brother Thomas 
Strin3er has come in to our help. Our 
chape, has been renovated. On Oct. 21, 
with a grand Trinitarian text and sermon, 
our pastor opened his commission in Trinity. 
C. W. Banks came with the Lord's procla
mation-" I have placed salvation in Zion 
for Israel My glory." Thomas Bradbury 
also testified of the grace of God in tru tb ; 
and at our public meeting several witnesses 
exhorted us to continue faithful. We hope 
good days are before us.-A Sw AN. 

PET ERB O ROUGH. - BAPTIST 
TABERNACLE. The anniversary of this 
chapel was held on Lord's-day, October 1-1, 
when two sermons were preached by Mr. 
David Ashby, and on the Tuesday, by Mr. E. 
Forman, of March. The tables were decor
ated by green-leaved plants, and an excellent 
tea was provided. Mr. Forman preached 
from Rom. i. 16, " For I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ; for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth ; to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek." It was an able, logical, and 
eloquent sermon in which the errors and 
mistakes ol Antinomians, and also ol 
Arminians, were exposed, yet not in anger, 
but in a loving and laithful spirit. The 
collections were better tban usual, and the 
mortgage reduced to £300, with a balance 
owing to the treasurer. Truly, an Ebenezer 
can be he1-e raised. 

BROADSTAIRS.-Mr. J. W. Carter, of 
Wbitestone, has accepted invite to the 
pastorate of Particular Baptist Church, so 
many years in the care of ~Ir. Kid,ile, and 
hopefully .:ommences his work there in 
January next. 
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ltotts of t~t ltont~. 

Is NOT THIS A MISTAKE ?-Mr. Edi
tor,-Your corre.-pondent, on page 836 of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL, thought his wisdom 
would be acceptable to some of your readers.
On the top of the next page he wishes to be 
understood to say, That no person can re
ceive the Holy Ghost without he has first 
been baptized by immersion. Very well. 
Then I conclude that such men as Calvin 
and Luther, and Huntington, and Topladv' 
and Romaine, and Berridge, and John New~ 
ton, and Dr. Hawker never received the 
Holy Ghost. The whole of the letter is very 
unhappily worded and foll ot in<'orrect state
ments, and if it was worth while (which it 
is not) might easily be gainsaid. Paul 
preached as much to the Jews as Peter and 
we have Paul's word that baptism w~ not 
that paramount affair .that, if your corres
pondent had the power, would make us be
lieve. - Yours in a better baptism, H. 
SOLAY, 

"Do WE NOT SING IN OUR HYMNS 
WHAT WE DARE NOT SAY IN OUR SER• 
.MONS?"-W. C. Green has suggested a 
strong thought. There would be a sad wail 
in some quarters if some ministers r.reached 
according to the tone of some we! -known 
hymns. The references are in abeyance.
Hitchin bas 9,000 inhabitants and twelve 
places of worship. If all are filled, it must 
be a religious town beyond many. For 300 
years the Baptists have had a place and a 
people in this town of Hitchin ; and John 
Bunyan, of blessed memory, often preached 
the Gospel here.-Our friend J. E. Crack
nell has bid farewell to his friends at South 
Shields. As pastor, as editor, as preacher, 
he has worked hard; but his genial and 
tender nature, and the hard, cold, iron-like 
atmosphere of the Shields never could har
monise. He leaves a large interest in the 
Lay gate-lane Tabernacle; with honour, if 
not with perfect happiness, he turns away 
from a wide-!!pread, if not a well.sown, field. 
We have always loved him as one of our 
gentle Timothys. I( he had grown up with 
us into a stalwart Paul we should have 
thanked God, and taken courage. But 
whoso readeth verses 16 81!.d 17 of Psa. xi., 
will therein find our prayer, our confession, 
and the source of all our strength. Nature, 
as in the case of Orpah, may promise fair, 
yea, may go a long wav with poor old 
Naomi; may even cry over her, and, with 
Nature's heart and arms, may embrace her; 
but when Nature discovers Naomi's desolate 
prospects, and not ha\'ing the taith ol God's 
elect, she turns back to her native home, 
and to her gods. 

NoTEs.-Mr. Geo. Webb, who has for 
many years preached the Gospel in Camden
town, bas, we are informed, reeeived a call 
to Laxfield, where, no doubt, he will find a 
loving people, a happy home, and a useful 
field of labour.-The Sydenham patriarch, 
William Allnutt, died, October, aged 81. 
He had been pastor of that Church fifty-one 
years.-At Thame, Oct. 21, we bad brother 

Thomas James Messer preaching to us, be
was In holy liberty, nnd we hnd eeaso.ts of 
joy and usefulness. Praise the Lord 

Bucxs.-" A strong American preacher 
of_ that Go~pel which came from benven" 
will find plenty of work on the borders of 
Herts and Bucks. On Lee-common Buck .. 
land-common, Berkhampstead-comm~n Aul
bury, Aston Clinton, Two Waters Mark
{a~e-street, Trinir, Herridge, Long M nrston, 

vmghoe, &c., these nre witl1out pastors 
They are thirsting for the outpouring of 
the Spirit upon t~e.m. Let the Stronger than 
the strong one V1S1t them· they will shout 
aloud for joy. ' 

THE DEACON'S DECisioN,-One of the 
very best of deacons writes as follows : 
". The love of money, I believe, is s great 
hmdrance to the cause of Christ both with 
people and pastors. The people are saying 
What shall we have to ray? Preachen: 
are inquiring, 'What wil you give?' A 
cursed covetous spirit is prevailing in our 
Churclies. The wedge of gold and the 
~abyloni_sh garment is lying by' concealed 
m our midst. I burn with holy indignation 
against this Achan in the camp. I t'E the pay 
that stands in the way. [Have not we aeen 
this for thi!-ty years? yet we never charged' 
one penny.-ED.] 

FOR STUDENTS OP PROPHECY.-Dear
Mr. Editor,-My readers of" The Prophetic 
Kingdoms" must please pardon me for not 
making any allusion to Mr. S. Sears' work• 
for, although I have had the first editio~ 
by me from its first publication, I cannot 
recollect that it ever once occu,rr-ed to my 
mind while I was writing "Tli,e··,Propbetic 
Kingdoms;" and, in fact, I did not know 
there was such a disagreement until I read 
the cr-iticism -by "A Lateral ol tlie True. 
Vine." But I will try to pnswer, at least 
some of the objections in a little work 'I hav: 
in hand. I sincerely thank " A Lateral" 
for his kind rer.ommendations; but my 
helmsman suits me well in every respect 
and I have no notion ot turning him Qft 
while I need one. "Jesus, o'er the billows 
steer me." May that blessed promise be 
fulfilled in all of us; "When He, the Spirit 
of truth, is come, Be will guide you into all 
truth."-! am, dear Sir, yours in the love 
of truth, JOHN WESLEY, 100, High Cross
street, Leicester, Nov. 6th, 1877. [Mr. John 
W: esley's new work, en titled," The Prophetic 
Kmgdoms; or, the Dream and the Inter
pretation," can be had ofR. Banks, Racquet
court, Fleet-street; or of the Author, 100, 
High Cross-street, Leicester, post free for 13 
stamps.] 

l(arriagt. 
On the 4th November, at Old St. Pancras, 

Ed ward John CJUton, to Elizabeth Lucy, youngest 
daughter of the late Mr. 'Obas. Braieley, of 
Camden-town. 

!leat~. 
November 18, at Grange-road, Bermondsey, 

Hannah Odling, relict of the late Henry Odllng, 
aged 90. 
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