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THE EARTHEN VESSET__J 

CHIUSTJAN RECORD. 

~ Jicb.l ;!leflettions on fge last, 
AND THE DISUOVERY IN AMERICA. 

"When I tread the verg-e of J orrlan, 
Bid my anxious fe<trs snbside, 

DEATH of DEATHS and hell's destruction
L,wd me safe on Canaan's side. 

' 

Songs of praises I will ever give to Thee." 

HAPPY CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-In opening the door looking 
into the year of oor Lord, One Thousand Eight Hundred and 

Eighty-six, I most heartily desire, first of all ( with every spiritual 
faculty within me) to sing-

" Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Rim, all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost." 

For, although the past year has been to me one of deaths, of long 
illnesses, of much domestic unrest-still, my mind, my meditations, 
my thoughts, and my strongest feelings have been carried out of self, 
out of time, up to- • 

"Wbe·re eternal ages roll, 
Where solid pleasures never die, • " 

And fruits immortal feast the soul." 

Hours in the lonely night watches have I spent iri~nding np sighs 
songs, prayers, and heaving desires towards that kingdom of glory-

" Where millions, millions stand around, 
6nd worship Christ with awe profound, 

Their most exalted Saviour." 

Again and again has some good angel whispered inside of me, 
"Commune with thine own heart upon thy bed, and be still ! " 

I craved one more manifestation oi His mercy, of His Love, of 
His compassion to my soul, so that in the light of His countenance I 
might rejoice. Wave upon wave have beat upon my soul-not one 
thorn in the flesh, but many. The messengers to buffet me have been 
numerous; and all my effort.a to keep peace have been turned upside 
down. Because I did not die out of the way appeared unpleasant to 
some, who might think I had been in this time-state long enough. 

VOLUME XLII.-JANUARY, 1886, B 
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Grace has been enfficient for me, and divine strength has been 
according to my day. How much longer I am to be a sufferer here 
is only known to Him whose poor nnworth,r servant I have been for 
many years. 

To each-to all-of my readers and subscribers I would present my 
unfeigned thanks for the snpport and encouragement they have given 
me. From letters received I find there are still not a few who have 
taken up this humble monthly from its commencement-that is, from 
the year 1845. In that year the first volume was completed; so that I 
have been spared to conduct the work for· forty-one years, and now take 
my pen in the fear and faith of a glorious Triune Jehovah to com
mence the forty-second annual issue. And here would I bow down 
before the throne of sovereign grace, imploring the eternal Lord God 
to hold me up in some usefulness while I live; to take my soul safely 
across the river when the time of my departure is at hand; and to give 
me an entrance into the REST prepared for all that have fled for refuge 
to the hope set before them. For- • 

"Row could I bear the piercing thought, 
What if my name should be left out 

When HE Hrs OWN shall call ? " 

A Christi,m friend assured me that the late Mr. Philpot, once 
referring to this periodical, said, "There was nothing good there but 
its title, THE EARTHE~ VESSEL." Mr. Philpot was a good man, a 
gentleman, a scholar, an ex-clergyman of the Church of England; but 
against his hasty judg-ment stands the fact that for over forty years 
some thousands of Christian people have received and read the 
EARTHEN VESSEL. If there were nothing good in it would they have 
continued to do so ? 

Over ten or twelve thousand copies of this serial have been sold in 
some months. Eight thousand per month were published for years, 
and it is not so very far beneath that number now. Considering the 
immense number of new issues ever rising up-seeing it is only an 
EARTHEN VESSEL-that it stands unsupported by any association or 
society-and that only one poor solitary individual has to produce all 
the contents of each month-it is, to me, a marvellous expression of 
the great goodness of the Lord our God, that it continues to be so well 
received. 

The EARTHEN VESSEL is more plainly a scriptural title than that of 
any other magazine in existence that I know of. You have "The 
Gospel" this, "The Gospel" that, and" The Gospel'' the other. But 
none of them have a literally Scriptural title like the EARTHEN 
VESSEL. 

" We have this treasure in EARTHEN VESSELS." 
It has its friends all over the United StaLes, in all the colonies, and 

in other parts of the English-speaking globe. One gentleman has 
sent from our office for years copies of the EARTHEN VESSEL to all the 
lighthouses on the seas; and other individuals are sending them 
regularly to several parts of the world. We know its arrival is hailed 
by friends afar off with great joy. Oh, that, by its instrumentality, a 
saving and consoling blessing may ever attend the perusal of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL. 

Fonr distinct features may be referred to as showing the varied 
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benefits derived from the circulation of this monthly issue. I believe 
the EARTHEN VESSEL first inaugurated the announcement of where, 
when, and by whom the Gospel would be preached during the 
coming months. Thie list has been freely published by us for over 
forty years, and the VESSEL is much in demand for this gratuitous list. 

Then our reports of " the Acts of the Gentiles," or of the movements 
of our Churches. Not in the kindest manner it has been thrown out that 
"the VESSEL was only a newspaper." What are the five Books of 
Moses bot the travels of the children of Israel? The Boob of the 
Kings and the Chronicles are records of the Ancient Church's warfare, 
and of the Divine wisdom in conducting the people through all their 
years of sorrow, of faiLh, and ultimate triumph. 

"The Acts of the Apostles" is really, in some measure, the newspaper 
of the New Testament. I would not feel happy in'sayi"ng to the 
good physician, St. Luke, "Your 'Acts of the Apostles ' is only a 
newspaper!" No! "The Hedgestake Carpenter" down in Somerset
shire, some long years back, astonished the people when, at an 
Association, the HOLY GHOST preached through him a sermon from" God 
forbid that I should glory eave in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
By that sermon the crowded audience was turned into a Bochi:n of 
weeping, and none who heard it could forget the season. I have 
always been of that spirit which cried out," PUBLISH YE! PRAISE YE!'' 

" Tell to sinners all around 
What a dear Saviour I have found." 

From all the Churches of Christ all round the globe let us ha,e the best 
news of the conquests of grace. 

The third feature of usefulness by the circulation of the EARTHEN 
VESSEL is the maintenance of 

A FUND FOR THE LORD'S POOR. 

In the first few days of this December month I have sent monetary 
help to about twenty of the aged and afflicted ministers, widows, 
orphans, and broken-down godly members of the mystic body. I shall 
(D.v.) continue this work ever onward with two faithful, sympathising 
helpers. We ask help from no one. We depend on the providential 
band of a merciful Lord. We never turn a really needy case away. 
Some have a little every week. The following is a sample of many to 
who5e succour we have sent again and again-is from a minister's wife: 

"DEAR MR. BANKS,-My husband is still very ill. I am in great 
distress. Shall be greatly obliged if you can once more render us 
assistance. I am without money or food, and do not know where to get 
any from. My work is very bad, and has been for a long time. What 
little I can get is all we have to live npon. Thanking you for past 
favours, I remain, yours truly, S. F. 

" December 5." 

The fourth branch of the VESSEL'S usefulness has been a continued 
endeavour to unfold (as helped by the ETERNAL SPIRIT) that most vital 
mystery which Paul saith is-

" CHRIST IN YOU THE HOPE OF GLORY!'' 
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The preceding features of usefulness are, comparatively, as nothing 
when compared with this one internal, essential, experimental, soul
establishing bleEsing-" CHRIST IN YOU!'' This is where the Almighty 
God did firs/ find all His children. Oh, how Paul's heart flowed out when 
to the Ephesians he exclaimed: " Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who bath blessed us with all t1piritual blessings in 
heavenly places, according as He bath chosen us in Him before the 
foundation of the world. that we should be holy and without blame, 
before Him in love." This is where the HOLY GHOST doth reveal 
Christ even in the newly-regenerated soul; as the Sun of Righteonsness 
Christ shines away the native darkness of the carnal mind; and all His 
mediatorial work is Reen by that soul in due time. All second-hand 
light, all scholastic or merely ministerial knowledge, yea, all the 
profession of Christ which comes not from the prepared and revealed 
work of the Spirit, must wither, and, sooner or later, it must die. 

I well remember on the first part of the EARTHEN VESSEL, which was 
published in 1845, there was printed in bold letters on the outer 
wrapper the words-

" .AJiI I IN CHRIST? " 

That was frequently the deeply anxious question of my soul then, 
although I was preaching Him nearly every night in the week some
where. And that is, that must, that will be a painfully conflicting 
question in the inner man, where the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh. Well might J oho Bunyan call this 

"THE HOLY WAR"! 

For where the Holy Spirit is not continually a convincer of the working 
of sin, of the necessity of a perfect righteousness, bringing the conscience 
into judcrment---where these three things are absent, there is no "Holy 
War " at all. And when the war is long and strong on the carnal side, 
it almost envelopes the soul in the "cellar of unbelief" altogether. 

Old Master Saveall, once the King Street chapel-keeper (he had been 
a fine foll-grown soldier in his time, and a man of more Christian 
experience than many), in hie heavy sorrows he might well strike up 
in a plaintive voice:-

" Why should the children of a King 
Go mourning all their days ? 

Descend, great Comforter, and bring 
Some tokens of Thy grace." 

Then his industrious wife might jump up, and the two-tenor and 
treble-burst out:-

" Dost Thou not dwell in all the saints, 
.A.nd seal them heirs of heaven ? 

When wilt Thou banish my complaints, 
And shew my sins forgiven 7" 

The truly godly man has his nights of weeping, but his joy will come 
in the morning. . . 

Can we possibly commence the year of 1886 with questions of graver 
meaning than these:

AM I IN CHRIST? 
Is CHRIST IN ME THE HOPE OF GLORY? 
HAVE J NO OTHER HOPE? 
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Reader of these lines, written, they may be, on my death-bed, I will 
tell you, if you can bear with me, that (to :ne) dreadfal Scriptare came 
across my so11I the other night-that declaration:-" The faithfal and 
trne witness'' saith, "Whosoever was not found written in the Lamb's 
Boole of Life was cast into the lake of /ire." Oh, do not tarn from this 
in anger. Go, and hear, and sing, and pray; but come home to thine 
own soul, and ask, "Is Christ in me the hope of glory?" Here are 
three things. Who? CHRIST. Are there not many so-called Christe? 
The Saviour said, "Many wonlll come in His name, saying, 'I am,' or 
'This is the Christ,' and they deceive many." 

I cannot endure to read the men who write about an "historical 
Christ." That sounds so coltl, so far off, so merely letter like. The 
eternal Christ of God, the co-equal, and the co-eternal Son of the 
Father, the divinely anointed, the divinely revealed, the divinely 
CHRIST of the new and everlasting covenant-this is tile only saving 
Christ for poor perishing sinners. 

2. " Where?" " In you." In all of you who are " created in 
Christ Jesus." He is '' the everlasting Father" of all that happy family, 
for whom the kingdom was prepared, for whom mansions of glory were 
appointed before these lower worlds were spoken into existence. How my 
soul would like to take a full swing here. Bat I am limited every way. 

3. "What is CHRIST in you?" "The hope of glory." This is so 
immensely, so supremely a matter for each one to consider for himself, 
that I will only ask each trnly anxious one to read the sixth chapter of 
J ohn'e Gospel, the second chapter of Paul to the Ephesians, and then, 
if possible, read their own heart, doing as Paul advisetb, " Examine 
yourselves." (Do not let any one do this matter for you; do it, each 
-one for himself); then "PROVE your own selves ; know ye not your 
-0wn selves, how that 

"JESUS CHRIST IS IN YOU, EXCEPT YE BE REPROBATES." 

Before I close, I can only mention tbe fact that the great American 
-orator pretends just to have discovered that 

·" The Moral Element has so advanced that the peo-ple wi1l not bear the 
Old Theology." 

What this giant on the American platform calls "the moral element " 
had advanced so far in Cain's time that it led him to slay his brother 
Abel. The " Old Theology" was so deep in Abel's soul that he could 
bear death rather than give it up. And by God's mercy, I feel I can 
bear any trial rather than deny the grand old Gospel, for the confession 
-of which thousands have suffered untold miseries. These " moral 
-element orators may call me "a rank old Calvinist," or "a cast-iron 
Calvinist,'' or they may cast upon me any slur-all the answer I will 
give is, '' I am for the moral element, 11s the fruit, not as the root, of 
my soul's salvation." Thus the moral element, while it covers the old 
man in this dark, sinful world, and is useful and honourable here, yet 
would it prove a ragged, a wretched, an awful garment to go to 
Heaven in. 

Oar " Old Theology " has three strong pillars. 
1. An absolute negative. 
2. A Divine origin. 
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8. A beantiful and glorious perfection. 
If I live I will instrumentally set up the representation of these 

three pillars. Whether I do or not it is certain no American or 
evolntionary ingennity can ever remove them. I am still the working. 
the wiliing, the watching servant of the Lord's poor, 

CHARLES WATERS BANKS, 
9, Banbury-road, South Hackney, December, 1885. 

"ARMS OF COMFORT." 

SUBSTANCE OF AN ADDRESS BY PASTOR W. ROWTON PARKER, AT 
THE BAPTIST CHAPEL, GAINSBOROUGH, OCTOBER 18, 1885. 

"Underneath are the everlasting arms."-Deut. xxiii. 27. 

THIS is one of the sweetest, if not the MOST sweet, of all the passages 
to be fonnd in the Word of God, although it is seldom taken as a 

text. We need not, however, be snrprised at this, for the passage is, in 
itself, so rich and so full, that it is more a subject for meditation than 
discourse, and, therefore, must needs suffer from all that man may 
say npon it. And yet, beloved, since it contains in it such a vivid 
idea of Divine support, and one that is so very precious to my ownsonl, 
I cannot refrain from directing your attention to its exceeding sweet
ness, praying that the Holy Ghost may seal it on your inmost spirit, as 
on mine; and, if this should be so, then snre I am our time will not be 
spent in vain. 

The very firet idea of infancy is resting in loving arms which 
maternal tenderness never allows to grow weary. And so, too, we have 
seen in the sick room a feeble mother, or sister, or wife, not only watched 
with constant solicitude, but gently lifted from the bed of pain by the 
stronger ones of the family, and who can tell how precious and 
comforting were those strong arms then? 

Bat in the case of our covenant Lord, who is also our Heavenly 
Father, the loving care and tenderness is still more manifest. His 
eye never slumbers or sleeps, and His everlasting arms close us round, 
yea, and are under us, to support our weakness and comfort our 
sorrow. The arms are not seen, 'tis true, but the invisible, secret 
support comes to the soul none the less freely, or surely, in the hours of 
its weakness or trouble; for He knoweth oar feebleness, He remembereth 
that we are dust. Trne, we often sink very low under the weigM of 
sorrow, but it is very certain we can never utterly sink, for we have 
Divine upholdings. Sudden disappointments may carry us in an hour 
from the heights of sunlit joy to the lowest depths of sorrow; but yet it 
is a mercy to know that every trouble has its tether, beyond which it 
cannot go, while "underneath are the everlasting arms." Props upon, 
which we have been wont to Jean may be, and often are, suddenly taken 
away, and we sink into the deeps, while all the waves and the billows
go over us; but, under all, there is still the "everlasting arms." • 

God's purpose, by these sudden visitations, is to bring ns down to 
our true and safe resting-place. It may be we did not feel our need of 
the everlasting arms till then. It may be we were making " flesh our 
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arm," and relying on human comforts and haman resonrce;i-hence the 
"needs be" for those visitation8. Have you not seen how your little 
son, when he dashes off to his pluy, brimful of glee, stops not to think 
very much about his parents, no matter how kind or good they may be; 
bot only let him meet with some mishap, or be overtaken with sickness, 
and then his very first thought turns to his father or mother. And just 
so God often allows (even if He does not ordainJ these sudden changes 
in our experience to remind us that we have a loving and all-wise 
Father, else, sueh is our proneness to forget Him, that we should indeed 
lose much of the comfort, consolation, and help which flows from 
abiding communion with Him. When a friend of mine in Cheshire, 
some time back, lost £30,000 at one sweep, he said, "Ah, well, thank 
God, although all my money.is gone, yet Jesus is left to me, and in Him 
I am rich to all estates of bliss." He was a wise man, and took a just 
and proper view of things. He had come down terribly in the scale of 
worldly things, but he had risen grandly in the scale of' spiritual 
progression. He was cast down very low, it is true, but he fell into the 
•• everlasting arms," and the rebound carried him to the heights of 
holy communion and fellowship with God. He could enter into the 
spirit of the prophet, and say," .Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 
neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labonr of the olive ~hall fail, and 
the fields shall yield no meat; the flocks shall be cot off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation." The same also was the sweet 
issue of a bitter experience wnen another dear friend laid her beautiful 
and only boy in the coffin, after the scarlet fever had done its worst; 
the first shock was terrible, but it brought the fond mother to lay her 
sad and sorrowful heart upon the "everlasting arms" of a covenant 
Lord, and thus by that one stroke the great and gracious Lord safely 
housed the dear little one in the mansions of glory, and brought the 
fond mother to her true and safe resting-place in the " everlasting 

.arms.'' 
In all this both the wisdom and love of God is manifest. There is 

something about deep sorrow which tends to wake up the childlike 
spirit and feeling in all of us. Yes, beloved, even a man of giant 
intellect becomes like a little child when smitten by some great grief, 
or when a grave opens to receive some loved one from his own fireside; 
and so, too, the stout-hearted, brawny old sailor, who laughs at the 
stormy wind and tempest, comes home when sick, and lets his poor old 
mother or gentle sister nurse him like a little baby; at such a time he 
is willing to be a child, and lean with entire surrender on the arms that 
never yet failed him. And just so it is. Seasons of sore trouble bring 
the true Christian to his child-feeling and child-trust. He needs and he 
wants to lean somewhere, then to talk to some one-to have somebody 
to love him and hold him up. And so it is-his extrt>mity becomes 
God's opportunity, and 'tis then his humbled, broken, child-spirit cries 
out-

" 0 Lord I a little helpless child 
Comes to Thee this day for rest ; 

Take me, fold me in Thy arms, 
Hold my head upon Thy breast." 

And is not this just as the dear Lord would have it? "Verily, I 
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say unto you, except ye be converted, and become as lilfle children, ye 
shRII not enter into the kingdom cf heaven." But "whosoever she.II 
humble himself as this little child, the same is grel\test in the kingdom 
of heaven." Here is a lesson which we are very slow to learn; and yet, 
belo,ed, I am quite sure that one great purpose which our covenant 
Lord ha11 in all our afflictions is to humble our pride, to show us our 
weakness, and to bring us to rest, in a child ~pirit, in the "everlasting 
arms.'' And when we are thus brought to simple, child-like, loving 
tmst in our Heavenly Father, oh! what strength and peace it gives; 'tis 
then we know of a surety that "His banner over us is love," and that 
"underneath are the everlasting arms.'' 'Tis then we realise that, 
howe,er sweeping the disaster may be which has befallen us, nothing 
can harm or destroy, for we are encircled by Omnipotence, and sus
tained by Divine upholdings. We sink under it, it mav be, but we cari 
sink no further than the "everlasting arms," which a~e ever ready to 
receive us. Here is a solid foundation, a sure resting-place. 

I well remember when, some years ago, I descended the deep shaft 
of a coal pit for the first time, the sensation was strangely peculiar; the 
ntter helplessness experienced as we sank deeper, deeper, deeper into 
the abyss could not be described, nor could I tell the feeling of joy and 
relief which thrilled my whole being as my feet once more found a solid 
resting place. And just so is it sometimes in spiritual experiences; 
everyt,hing seems to give way from under us; '' all the foundations 
seem to be out of course;" and "if the foundations be removed, what 
can the righteous do?" Ah! what indeed, but surrender to our 
covenant Lord, and drop into the '' everlasting arms.'' Sink as we 
may, there is a safe and solid resting here. Those mighty arms not 
only hold us np, but they can raise us up; yea, and they can carry us 
safely all our journey through. 

Faith, in its essence, is simply resting upon the" everlasting arms." 
It is trusting them, and them only. The sublime act of our redeeming 
Lord Jesus Christ was to descend to the lowest depth of human sin and 
sorrow to bring up all His chosen and redeemed ones from that horrible 
pit in His own "everlasting arms." And faith is the full surrender, 
the child-like clinging to those arms, and nothing more. 'This is the 
first lesson to be learned in conversion, and it is this which has to be 
practised and repeated, day by day, all through the subsequent Christian 
life. To attempt to raise our own souls by our own strength is the 
madness of folly; it is as absurd as it would be to endeavour to overturn 
the great mountains with a teaspoon. Sure I am, beloved, we can 
never raise ourselves, never! The Eft requires omnipotence, and must 
come from God. Bat faith cries out-Oh, my Lord, Thou hast a 
mighty arm; " hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe;" and that cry of 
faith brings from Heaven a quick response: "I have found thee; My 
arm shall strengthen thee; on My arw shalt thou trust." And here 
lies the very core of the doctrine of " aEsurance." Assurance comes 
from trust in the living God, and "full assurance" from implicit, child
like trust in Him. It simply means that I am content to rest in God, 
and can feel, as every true-born child can feel, perfectly sure that the 
strong, unfailing, everlasting arms of my loving Father can never by 
any possibility give way. True, ifit should be so that God ever left me to 
myself, then I could never be sure that in some moment of wayward-
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nese or pride, or self-eafficiency I should not forsake those arms, and 
trust to my own wretched weakness, and so utterly fail. But if this 
were so, then most surely the curse which God has pronounced on those 
who depart from Him and '' make flesh their arm" would come upon 
me; yea, for have I not learned, and that from bitter experience, what a 
poor, pitiable object even a Christian may become if only for a brief 
season he forsakes the living Fountain, and trusts in his own broken 
cisterns? Yes, my friend, it is tme that God's Word is full of precious 
encouragement to faith; but it also contains terrible warnings against 
presumption, or self-confidence in any and every form. Bat yet, blessed 
be God, while presumption swings on its spider's web over the yawning 
gulf of peril, faith still looks to Christ, and calmly, and with holy, 
Heaven-inspired confidence, says:-

" All my trust on Thee is stayed, 
All my help from Thee I bring.'· 

While unbelief is floundering in the darkness, or sinking in the 
waves of despair, faith triumphantly exclaims:-

" Thou, 0 Ch1·ist, art all I want. 
More than all in Thee I find." 

And while distraction and fear rends the soul of the formalist, the 
true-born saint sweetly sings in child-like confidence:-

" Safe in the arms of J esns, 
Safe on His gentle breast, 

Here by His Jove o'er shadeu 
Sweetly my soul DOTH rest," 

"Thon shalt keep him in perfect peaoe whose mind is stayed on 
Thee." 

History tells us that when someone asked Alexander how it was 
he could sleep so soundly in the midst of danger, he replied, " Parmento 
watches." So long as Parmento watched he could rest secure. But 
ah I how much more securely may he .rest over whom the everlasting 
God keeps constant watch and guard, and under whom are the "ever
lasting arms." If a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His 
notice, then how much more shall His saints be safe in His almighty 
keeping? I have somewhere read of a gentleman who was one night 
crossing a dreary moor, and in his wanderings he lighted upon a lone 
cottage, at which he called for shelter. When about to leave, he said 
to the occupiers of the cottage, "Are you not afraid to live in this lone 
and dreary spot?" "Oh, no,'' replied the man, with great promptness 
and earnestness, " NOT at all, for faith closes the door at night, and 
mercy opens it in the morning; God watches overhead, and ' underneath 
are the everlasting arms.' " Ah, my friend, that is the kind of theology 
for times of darkness, of sorrow, or of temptation, and such times are 
sure to come to all of as. Trials are for the testing of oar faith, of what 
sort it is; and that is true faith, and that only, which will bear the 
strain. 

Some time ago I remember we had a terrible gale of wind, which 
tested all the trees of the forest; and while the young and supple ash, 
in its weakness bent its head before the storm, the sturdy old oak, of a 
hundred years' 'growth, stood firm like a rock ~hrough all that storm of 
trial and none bnt the rotten ones came to grief. As I looked upon the 

I Q 
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scene and pondered it well, my sonl sang out for very joy," Glory be to 
God!" just so is it ever with trne, vital, God-given faith, whether it be 
weak like the sapling, or strong and Rturdy like the oak; if true, it 
stan de the test, and after the storm it is found to the praise and glory 
of Him who is its Anthor-the God of all grace. Yes; and sure I am 
that when we bear of some professed Christian who has turned defaulter 
or fallen into drunkenness, or slipped away from the Communion Tabl~ 
into open sin and disgrace, it is not that God has failed, but that a 
human arm has broken down. The failing one was never truly united 
to the unfailing Christ, and hence his failure. He was not upheld by the 
"everlasting arms," for bad he been he could not have fallen away: it 
were impossible for the grace of God to fail. Many have fallen, I grant 
yon, while others have stood firm, but this has only proven the difference 
of the work within them. Judas proved a traitor, and Simon Magnus 
an hypocrite; but Daniel and Paul, and a host of others, in whom was 
the spirit of the living God, stood firm in the very teeth of the enemy's 
storm. 

Ah! it ever has been true, and ever will be: "The Lord knoweth 
them that are His; Be knoweth also how to deliver the godly out of 
temptation;" yea," He ha.th delivered, He doth deliver, and He will yet 
deliver." How inexpressibly sweet are the sure confidences begotten in 
us by onr covenant Lord; and methinks there can be no sweeter conso
lation for the sick room, or seasons of sore distress, than that contained 
in the truth expressed by our text: '' Underneath are the everlasting 
arms." This is a truth that does good, like a medicine. Yes! this is, 
indeed, a sweet text, a precious text, a comforting text, an assuring 
text, a solid and abiding text:-" Underneath are the everlasting arms.'' 
No change here! No uncertainty here! No failure here! No, my 
friend, let your burden be as great as it may, remember you are not left 
to yourself, for" underneath are the everlasting arms." Though sorrow 
"like a wild deluge roll," and care press you down like a great 
mountain, still "underneath are the everlasting arms.'' Though yon 
stnmble in your path, falter in your weakness, sink in your distress, 
yet, praise the Lord, "underneath are the everlasting arms;" and 
stumble, falter, sink as you may, you do but fall into the "everlasting 
arms " that are ever under you. So have I found it, and so shall you. 
"0, then, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name 
together." 

"Weary heart, upon life's rugged mountains, 
Where trembling feet but slowly find their way, 

Searching for shady grot, or cooling fountains, 
Where quiet waters in the silence stray ; 

Fainting with care, bowed with life's weary trial, 
Weak with the contest of temptation's night ; 

God is thy refuge, fear not His denial, 
For underneath are His strong arms of might." 

" The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms." 
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A BABE'S EXTINGUISHER FOR ATHEISM. 
CHAPTER I. 

Fon OUR YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE PERPf,EXED Co.1WER~ING THE 
FAITH. 

"In the beginning Goel created the heavens and the earth." 

WHO but an almighty God could have called into existence this 
vast globe, the heavens, and the myriad of stars? We answer, 

Nothing short of the voice that said," Let there be light, and there was 
light," could have done it. The infidel declares there is no God, but in 
his heart he knows better. Ask him, Who made the earth? and he will 
admit that man cannot have done it; for he knows perfectly well that 
it is entirely out of his power to make the most minute thing out of 
nothing. Look at that large and stately oak yonder. Who made it? 
Yon say it grew. True, but was there not first a small seed sown; and 
where did that seed come from? You answer, "From another tree." 
Then where did the first tree come from, and who watered that tree and 
caused it to bring forth first leaves and branches, and then to bear fruit 
and seed? Who causes the sun to shine, the clouds to water the earth, 
and the wind to dry the soil? 

Let us take a walk into the fields, and by the aid of a powerful 
microscope look a little into the works of nature. We take up a handful 
of mould and place it under the glass, and what do we see? "A thick 
forest of trees and plants, bearing leaves, branches, and fruits. Little 
as we should have expected to find these in such a bed, as lii:.tle should 
we have supposed the dust upon the wings of the butterfly to be minute 
feathers, or the bloom of the peach to be a collection of insects, had not 
the microecope furnished us with this intelligence." 

Now compare the works of nature with the works of art; in other 
words, compare God's worktl with man's; and we shall see (continuing 
our examination) "upon examining the edge of a very keen razor, it 
will appear as broad as the back of a thick knife: rough, uneven, and 
full of notches. An exceedingly small needle resembles a rough iron 
bar. But the sting of a bee, seen through a microscope, exhibits every
where a polish most amazingly beautiful, without the least flaw, blemish, 
or inequality, and ends in a point too fine to be discerned. A small 
piece of exceedingly fine lawn appears, through a microscope, like a 
hurdle or lattice, and the threads themselves seem coarser than the yarn 
with which ropes are made for anchors. But a silkworm's web appears 
perfectly smooth and shining, and everywhere equal. The nearer we 
examine the works of God, even in the least of His productions, the 
more sensible shall we be of His wisdom and power. Apply the micro
scope to any, the most minute of His works: nothing is to be found but 
beauty and perfection. The most perfect works of man betray a mean
ness, a poverty, an inability in the workman; but the works of nature 
plainly prove that the hand which formed them was divine." 

Now let us glance at man. What a marvellous piece of workmanship 
is man! The eye for seeing, the ear for hearing, the hand and foot to 
do the bidding of the brain and mind, the lungs to supply oxygen to 
the blood, and the heart to circulate the blood to every part of the 
system, all working in the . most perfect harmony, and the whole 
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guarded. as it were, by II set of nerve~, probably exceedin~ ten millionR 
in number. Who that has but II spark of reason would affirm that mnn 
is the production of chance. 

History tells us that "Galen, a celebrated heathen, while contern
plating a human skeleton was converted from atheism, being persuadrd 
that workmanship so exquisite, and design so manifest, was a clear proof 
of the existencP of an Almighty." '' And God saw eYcrythi ng that He 
had made, and behold it was very good." 

Now, as we believe God to be the only and almighty Creato1·, so 
do we believe and are sure that everything is under His divine control. 
He watches over the evil and the good ; and as surely as He causes the 
sun to rise and set, and the earth to bring forth her fruits in due season, 
so surely is He the Sustainer, the Director, the Saviour, and Redeeml'r 
of His people. In proof of our remarks let us take an instance or two 
from the Sacred Word. 

Take the case of Noah and his family. The Lord had determined 
to destroy both man and beast from the face of the earth, for He saw 
that the wickedness of man was great, and that the imagination of his 
heart was only evil continually, and He repented Him that He had made 
him. Bat Noah, we read, found grace in the eyes of the Lord. He 
was a man who feared God and walked in His ways, and the Lord made 
provision for him and his family. He directed him to build the ark, 
and in this ark he and all that were with him. rode safely over the 
waters till God's purpose was accomplished, and they landed again on 
the earth. Noah was donbtless ridiculed and mocked at by many whilst 
bnilding the ark, for most likely the wicked people thought that all 
things would go on as they had done since the creation; but Noah 
knew what the Lord had said, and that it would surely come to paEB; 
and he came out of the ark a monument of God's care and mercy. 

Another very remarkable case is that of J acob's son Joseph. What 
a grand display of God's sovereignty and watchful, tender care is 
exhibited in this simple narrative. Doubtless the reader is well 
acquainted with the story, but let us just run through it again. 

Through the jealousy and hatred of Josepb's brethren he is sold and 
carried down into Egypt. Poor old Jacob weeps for his son as dead; but 
Joseph is safe, because the Lord is with him, and He has a purpose in 
causing him to be sold into Egypt. Pharaoh is not long before he 
observes how the Lord is with him, and how everything prospers in his 
hand, and, notwithstanding the sore temptation he had to encounter at 
the hand of bis mistress, and the false accusation against him, causing 
him to be cast into prison and doublless causing him much dit1tress as 
well, we see that the Lord was with him there also, for he found 
favour in the sight of the prison-keeper; so much so, that all the 
prisoners were delivered into his hand. It was while he was thus 
imprisoned that Pharaoh the king had a dream, and, hearing through 
bis butler bow Joseph bad truthfully interpreted the butler's dream, he 
sent for Joseph. It might seem strange that all the magicians and all 
the wise men in Egypt were utterly unable to interpret the dream, but the 
fact was interpretation belonged only to God, and it must needs be through 
Joseph that interpretation must be made, that he might be reinstated 
in the king's favour. A.nd Pharaoh said unto Joseph, " Thou shall be 
over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be 
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ruled; only in the throne will I be greater than thou. See, I have set 
thee over all the lend of Egypt." Now the seven years of plenty 
and afterwards the seven years of famine came to pass as Joseph had 
foretold; and ,Jacob is forced to send down to Egypt to buy corn for 
bis family. Little does the poor old man think that his loved son is 
still living, and much less does he think to find him ruler over all the 
lend of Egypt. He has just been monrning over his affliction, and in 
the bitteruess of his spirit he exclaims, "Me have ye bereaved of my 
children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin 
away, all these things are against me.'' But what a surprise awaits 
him! Instead of all things being against him, everything has in a most 
marvellous way been working for his good. I think I see the father 
and son weep and marvel at what the loving hand of the Lord hath 
done for them; it is well nigh too much for the aged sire. '' It is 
enough," said Jacob, " my son is yet alive. I will go and see him 
before I die." And later on he says, "Now let me die, since I have 
seen thy face, and thou art yet alive." 

Now this is not only the experience of Jacob, but the experience 
of many of God's people. How many a child of God when over
whelmed with troubles of numerous kinds has cried out with Jacob, 
"All these things are against me ! " Everything, perhaps, has 
looked dark and discouraging; we could see no possible way of escape, 
and yet when deliverance has come have we not found that God 
has been bette1· to us than all our fears? have we not found Him a 
God hearing and answering prayer? I trust we have. We might 
quote many more instances from sacred history plainly proving 
t,he existence of a Supreme Being who counsels, directs, sustains, 
delivers, and eternally blesses all who love and fear Him; but 
.Jet one more suffice to convince the unbeliever (if in the divine 
purpose of God) and to strengthen and encourage the believer. We 
refer to the daring feat of David with Goliath, which is recorded in the 
first book of Samuel. 

Goliath was a very powerful man and a great warrior, having been 
trained from his youtb. His height, we read, was six cubits and a 
span-this would probably be abont nine feet, eight inches. No wonder, 
then, that he was feared by all who knew him, and that the children 
oflsrael should participate in this fear. David was bnt an insignificant 
youth, and yet he it is that is to go out and fight this giant. Human 
reason would say, " How ridiculous," and Goliath thought so too. for 
mockingly and boastingly he cries, aAm I not a Philistine, and ye 
servants of Saul? Am I a dog that thou corn est to me with staves? 
Come to me, and I will give thy flesh to the fowls of the air, and to 
the beasts of the field." Now it is that the people quake with fear; 
but David fears not. He has just been relating to Saul how the hand 
of the Lord delivered him from the paw of the lion and the bear, and 
moreover, he says, "Let no man's heart fail him becanse of him, thy 
servant will go out and fight with this Philistine." "Go," said San!, 
"and the Lord be with thee." M11.rk the difference in which the two 
go out to the battle; the one with all the pomp of the warrior, and having 
perfect confidence in himself, his own strength, and his weapons; the 
other simply taking his sling, and going in the name and strength of 
the Lord; end nothing but p.ivine strength could have enabled him to 
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face such a foe. Hear \>,hat he says to the challenge just thrown out to 
him: "You come to me with a E<pear and with a shield, but I come to 
thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 
whom thou hast defied, this day will the Lord deliver thee into mine 
hand." And we know how the Lord did deliver him into his hand. 
What a proof that God does not (as David says) save with sword and 
spear, and tbat He often uses the poorest, the most insignificant things 
to confound the wise, and to bring to nought the things that are. 

The Word of God abounds in facts illustrative and confirmatory of 
our subject. Bnt is God the E<ame now that He was in the days of old? 
Verily He is, for He Himself declares," I am God, I change not.'' 
And we are bound to believe that He is not only watching over all 
events, but is watching over all creatures, and especially over His Church 
and people; and, although He allows much that is perplexing to the 
Christian, causing him sometimes to question many things and to get 
weak in faith, yet He enables him to believe that He is a God that can 
do nothing wrong, and therefore that ''All things shall work together 
for good to them that love God." 

We are living in solemn times. Romanism is stealthily creeping 
into our churches; religion that is not religion abounds in the earth, 
fresh creeds are springing up; the religion of the Bible and the faith 
once delivered to the saints is being despised; it is old-fashioned, some 
tell us, and not suited to these modern times, we must have something 
more pleasing to the flesh-more organs, more sacred concerts, and the 
like. All this is very solemn; but rest assured, reader, God is over all, 
there is a judgment-day corning, when many will cry to the rocks and 
hills to bide them from the presence of the Most High. Many eyes are 
as blind now as they were when Obrist was upon earth; they would not 
believe, thongh they saw the miracles which He did, and had abundant 
proof that He was really the Son of God; but by-and-bye even infidels will 
have to confess Him God over all. May it be our unspeakable mercy 
to confess Him now, may He enable us to acknowledge Him in all our 
thoughts, end may it be our happy lot at last to hear Him say," Come, 
ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you before 
the foundation of the world." W. C. 

A MEDITATION FOR THE NEW YEAR'S DAY OF 1886. 

W E have found even in the milestone a solid friend, as we have 
journeyed along a dreary road; often it has spoken to us of 

progress, and its whisper has told us of our journey's end; but even its 
comfort depends how, and with what eyes we look at it, for to many a 
man, as he has reached them, they have spoken to him of greater 
distance from his joy, and a shorter cut to his grief. We come _to 
another milest.one in onr journey to-day. It looks queer to us, its 
inscriotion is strange, we have never seen it before; but we have not to 
consider it long; it b~comes at once apparent to us we "have not 
passed this way heretofore." Naturally a feeling of sadness comes over 
us as we leave the old; for we are not all moved with the general ex
citement after " something fresh"; but we step with joy into the new;. 
for-
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''A eweetly eolemn thought comes o'er as more and more: 
We're nea.rer home to-day than e'er we've beea before." 

Not because we have been satisfied with ourselves in the old, or 
because the unborn happiness of the new has charmed us-for some of 
us ere its close will be saying, "The old is better "-but because we 
cannot hold it, we let it go, because yesterday has given place to to
day, and to-day is moving at the approach of to-morrow; and were it 
not that the past, as it goes, tells of His love, the future to which we 
are hurryir:g would be sad indeed. 

It is well to have a striking-clock; and as we have listened to the 
last clang of '85, it bas brought us to our feet, and we are surprised 
that so soon another year of·our lives is added to the departed; we may 
well stay to consider: time has never struck so manLbefore, nor will 
she strike so few again. We cannot look back without some feeling of 
regret, although with joy we "remember all the way the Lord has led 
us"; still, wherever we have trod, our shadow has been left: sins 
there are we would wish to ring out with the old year-misused or 
neglected opportunities, innumerable blessings receh-ed thanklessly; and 
these, when oonsidered, make us wish we could live our time over 
again. Difficult indeed is time to redeem; when once it has passed us 
who can overtake ? If we cause our sun to stand still, or even compel 
it to go back a degree, even then we cannot recover, much less improve 
it. Let us gather up the fragments that remain, and by His help 
make the best use of them; and when we compare with the time really 
used, we shall find twelve baskets full. 

We say that our time is gone, and yet it is not lost; though I cannot 
recall that year, it still remains. I have done with it, for it now belongs 
to God; and, as belonging to Him, is treasured in the band of Him to 
whom yesterday and to-day are the same ; and that sin, that faithless
ness, that misuse of time becomes intensified when I recollect the past 
is kept by Him, and though we have lost our power o,er that which is 
gone, that which is gone bas not entirely lost its power over us, and 
when He at the last shall unfold the book of His remembrance, we shall 
recognise the past bearing upon us, and our perfect memories will be 
saying, "Amen," to that revelation. 

The future will soon be the present, and the present is speedily 
beco ming the past, and since this moment and this moment's action 
will soon be His, it behoves me to seek His help, so that I may do 
something that wili he valuable to Him, for if He shall fill our moments 
we shall truly live; if we are content to be doing" nothing" we can 
dispense with Him (John xv. 5), but we implore His aid so that our every 
hour may be His, consecrated by His Spirit. We know not what our 
future experiences may be, we cannot expect our path to be much 
smoother ; but surely if we have even a harder lot to bear the memory 
of the past should make us doubt Him less, and love Him more. Let 
ns sit at the feet of the old year and learn, so that her instruction shall 
equip us for the coming warfare. 

Every day of the past has seen the opening band of God, and has 
there been that real thankfulness which these gifts have demanded, or 
have we even appreciated them? I~ no~, these past days when we!ghe~ by 
God will be found wanting-wantmg m thankfulness. In spnng-t1me 
nature is compelled, under the influence of nature's sun and shower, to 
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bring forth bet· beauties in return, so let us pray that, as we receive His 
grace, in ns may be seen the result of that grace, even thankfulness. 
By sach an acknowledgment we express both our need and satisfaction, 
and seeing He imparts His blessings into most needy souls it will be 
best for us to live in thankfulness and thereby live in a g1·ander 
shower of blessing. In the past it has as much as ever been our 
tendency to fear as we enter into the cloud, but now let us take heart 
and hope for the fntnre. 

Perhaps one of us may be·thinking of the trouble of the past, the 
recollection of which is even depressing. Let us not cherish it, for, 
may be, we may have far greater ere long, but let us learn from bygone 
trouble to hononr more our God in the trouble of the future. Isaiah is 
past, and now as we sit beneath the palms and by the wells of Elim, 
have we been the gainers or the losers by the treatment of our Father? 
Many have no graces for lack of soil in which those graces may grow, 
for God often grows His pleasant frnits in ground disagreeable to 
ns, and dare we object to Him using means to" make us meet"? Would 
we stay Him teaching us lessons, or refuse to learn with His mode of 
teaching? We say," Nay, Lord!" for we are sure that old trouble 
has made us love Him more; and when feeling His Spirit in our times 
of special need, is it not profitable for us to be tempest-tossed if we 
can only have Him in the boat? Oar noblest aim in life is to glorify 
Him, and if this in us can only be obtained whilst among tempestuous 
winds and rolling seas, we are thankful for coming trouble, because we 
learn from the past it is beneficial to us and glorifying to Him. 

We have no difficulty in remembering past darkness, when we did 
•• grope for the wall like the blind," and as we have been brought 
again to see onr San we have asked, " Why the separation? '' wondering 
whether we have been mistaken or a change possessed Him, but even 
this has been taught us, that our sin has hidden the face of our Beloved 
(Isa. lix. 2), that we have manufactured a cloud which, although to us 
has appeared not roach bigger than a man's hand, it " has separated 
between us and our God." 

Listen to the voices of the past. God must, according to the nature 
of things, punish when '' the blood of Abel crieth unto Him from the 
ground.'' Let us flee from sin as from a serpent, seeking by His 
help to learn from His dealings with us in the past, so that every 
moment of this coming year may be used as belonging to Him, and 
that the memories of the past may inspire us to a more resigned, con
secrated, and holy life, so that in the end loud and long may be our song 
of the past achievements of His grace. 

LOVE'S COUNSELS AND LOVE'S CORDIALS. 
Outline of a Sermon preached by 

BENJAMIN TAYLOR, 

Pulham-St.-Mary, on Lords-day, September 27th, 1885. 
"CHRIS'.!' also loved the Church, and gave Himself for it."-Epb. v. 25. 

ONE means of finding our way to a place is by making enquiry, 
nnd we well know you are going to heaven if you are anxious as 

to whether you are in the way; for it says, "They shall ask the way to 
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Zion with their faces thitherward" (Jer. I. 5). Their faces are thither
ward, you see, and yet they enquire the way, showing that some of the 
Lord's people are week in faith, and fear they are going wrong, instead 
of going right. Our Lord's disciples were at one time very shallow in 
their experience, for they said, "Lord, we know not whither Thou 
goest, and how can we know the way? " Says Christ, "I am the 
Way." If you are, indeed, anxious to find Him, to know Him, to love 
Him, and to enjoy Him, this is a proof that you are in the way, for it is 
written, "A highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called, 
The Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pase over it; but it shall 
be for those: the wayfaring men, thongh fools, shall not err therein" 
(Isa. xxx:v. 8). . 

We find our way to certain places by sign-posts. Look ont for the 
sign-posts, and see if yon are right for heaven. Yorr will find two sign
posts in the chapter before us, if yon look at the first and second verses. 
The first is: "Be ye followers of God as dear children." Now, yon may 
be dear children, and yet not be followers of God as yon should be; for 
some neglect the ordinances, and some do not attend the house of God 
as they ought to do; they are as likely to be absent as they are to be 
:prei;ent; and some but seldom attend the prayer meetings. Are these 
friends fat and flourishing? I should say, in spiritual things, they are 
but mere skeletons. 

Another sign-post is, "Walk in love, as Christ also bath loved us." 
But you must be in love, and love in yon; for no one can walk in a 
certain path if they are not in that path. Yon cannot be walking 
towards heaven if you are oat of the way that leads to it. The secret 
of right walking is love. If yon have this you will walk in wisdom 
towards those who are without; and you will walk circumspectly, 
earnestly seeking to honour Him who bath called you '' to glory and 
virtue" (2 Pet. i. 3). I feel sure that if yon walk in love towards God, 
you will walk in love towards one another, and be " perfecting holiness 
in the fear of the Lord." To walk .right, you must be a certain some
thing: you must be light. Says Paul: '' Now are ye Jigh t in the Lord; 
walk as children of light." You are stars of light, receiving your light 
from the Sun; and so you are lights shining in the light of the Snn of 
Righteousness. As, therefore, you are lights in the Lord, be careful to 
shine as lights towards men, as directed by our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Matt. v. 16). 

Again, some people find their way to certain places by carrying a 
map with them. You are travellers to Zion, you have the Bible for 
your map, and I beseech you not to neglect it. Some of you, perhaps, 
scarcely ever consult your map, and you might almost as well be without 
one. Alas! my breLhren, you will sooner or later get into straits, diffi
culties, and confusion, and you will be likely to fall into a ditch, or 
quagmire. Whether your map be on the shelf, or in your pocket, do, 
pray, look into it, and see if yon are in the king's highway. 

I will notice one more exhortation, and then drop upon the text. 
"Husbands, love vour wives!'' A man that does not love his wife is 
not worthy to be ·called a husband. The word means one that is the 
band, the staple, the support and upholder of the house. But how can 
the household be banded, supported, and upheld, if the chief thing 
should be lacking? I say to our young friends," Never marry the person 
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yon do no~ love, if you wish to be happy in the conjugal union. Bnt 
how shall 1t be known that a man loves his wife ? I answer, by loving 
looks. lo,ing words, and loving actions, and by covering her faults with 
the mantle of love, considering that she is the weaker vessel. If this 
won't keep a wife in her right place, I don't know what will. In e. 
word, let all husbands and wives take Christ for their example, and I 
don't think they will live very uncomfortable; for my text says: " Christ 
also loYed the Church, and gave Himself for it." In speaking briefly 
upon these words, we shall (1) say a little about the Church; (2) of 
Christ's love to it. 

First, we have to speak of the Church. The word for Church in 
Greek is ekkles1·a, which word means a public assembly, or a congregation. 
It never means a building constituted of brick, stone, and mortar, got 
up by the art of man. The Church of Christ consists of spiritual 
persons, born from above, including men, women, and children. John 
speaks of this Church as consisting of three classes of persons-children, 
young men, and fathers, all built up as lively stones " for a habitation of 
God through the Spirit" (Eph. ii. 22). 

The foundation of this Church is Christ. This is God's choice 
fonndation, and there can be no other, as saith Isa. xxviii. 16: " Behold, 
I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner
stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste." 
Compare this with Matt. xvi. 18: "Upon this rock will I build My 
Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." Whatever 
Church a State or Government may be the foundation of, it is certain 
Christ is the only Foundation of the one true, holy, and spiritual Church 
of the Most High, which is plain enough from 1 Cor. iii. 11: "Other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.'' 
After making mention of this foundation, the apostle gives a caution to 
the builders to be careful with what material they build. We are to 
build with that sort which is strictly Scriptural, compared to gold, 
sih-er, and precious stones, for this only is the right sort. As for wood, 
hay, and stubble-the works, systems, and traditions of men-all shall 
be burnt up, for "the fire shall try every man's work, of what sort it is." 
To show the safety, security, and everlastingness of the real Church of 
Christ, I may say she has not less than thirteen foundations; for, in 
Rev. xxi. 14, the Church there called a city hath twelve foundations, 
meaning the truths of God as set forth by the twelve apostles, having 
Christ also for the Chief Corner-Stone; and so, the Foundation of these 
twelve foundations. I may observe again, Christ is the Head of His 
Church, as well as the Foundation of it. To lay any other foundation, 
or set up any other head to this Church, is idolatry. Can the Church 
of Christ be called the body of a king or queen, of a boy-king or a girl
queen? Never. But the Church of Christ is called His body; for God 
'' gave Him t,o be the Head over all things to the Church, which is His 
body, the fnlness of Him that filleth all in a.II" (Eph. i. 22, 23). We 
see, then, Christ is the Head and Foot of His Church, leaving no one 
else any room to step in and assume such authority. 

Secondly, Now a word about Christ's love to His Church. He 
'' loved the Church, and gave Himself for it." Ah! love indeed! I 
wonder how many husbands would give their lives for their spouses! 
Leaving this, such was Christ's love to His spouse, that He voluntarily 
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laid down His life for her, and we see all that in Him which Solomon 
speaks of: "Set me as a seal upon Thine heart, as a seal upon thine 
arm: for love is strong as death; jealousy is crael as the grave: the 
coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame. 
Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a 
man would give all the substance of his house for love, it woald utterly 
be contemned" (Song viii. 6, 7). When Christ gave Himself, He gave 
His love; Himself is His love, and His love is Himself; and what more 
could He give? His love is the purchase of His spouse; and greater 
love than His there could never be. I say to our young friends, Never 
marry the person yon do not love, if yon wish to be happy in the 
conjugal union. Obrist gives His heart to His spouse, and she gives 
her heart to Him. His will is towards her, and her will is towards 
Him; His love stands first, and hers next. ' • 

Some cry out, " Give your heart to God." A stranger, a hater of 
God and of good things, is not likely to do this, although our Jesus is 
worthv of every heart, and all we are or have. There is only one object 
to be found that will give her heart to Christ, and that is His sweet
heart, the one, the only one, He bought with His blood. 

The cry of many is, '' Be decided at once for Christ." A stranger, 
an enemy to God and good things, is not likely to do this, although 
every creature onght to submit to Him and acknowledge Him as God 
over all, blessed for ever. There is one object, however, who is fully 
decided for Christ-His true and only lover; and she wants Him to 
have every bit of her heart; for she says:-

" Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it, 
Seal it from Thy courts above." 

This love of Christ to His Church is like the Father's love to Him: 
"I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one; and 
that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them 
as Thou hast loved Me " (John xvi i. 23 ). The Father's love will never 
be cat off from His Son, neither from His Son's wife, for they being 
joined together are one flesh. The Head and the body mast go to
gether, the one being as essential as the other; for every man 
"nourisheth and cherisheth his own flesh, even as the Lord the Church." 

One word more. If you love Christ, it is a proof He loves you; for 
if He had not loved you first, yon would never have loved Him. Let 
ns rejoice, therefore, in this precious troth: '' Christ also loved the 
Church, and gave Himself for it." 

THOUGHTS ON THE FIFTEENTH OF LUKE. 
BY A GARDEN LADOURER. 

"Then drew near unto Him all the publicans and sinners for to hear Him.'' 

THIS chapter appears to contain one great lesson in three parables, 
and they are also to some extent set forth in another notable 

parable of onr Lord, wherein one of the characters cries from his heart, 
"God be merciful to me a sinner;" bat there are other lessons taught, 
one of which shines through the page of Divine Inspiration from 
beginning to end-namely, that not one can be left behind; the family 
of Jesus shall never be one short. Oh, no; He shall see of the travail of 
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His son! an? _be 8afis/ied. Another, which we all greatly need, to 
beware of pndmg oarselves on our own goodness or usefulness in the 
Chnrch, for the ways of the Lord are fixed from all eternity. He calls 
His own in the fulness of time, and makes them what He will; but this 
parable of the lost sheep is all'!o to the careless and the backsliding 
di@ciple, lost like the piece of silver for its present usefulness. Oh, ye 
that h11,e the rare of our Lord's House, and watch over His peculiar 
treasure, keep the door_ with vigilance, by communion, by talking over 
t~e Word, a~d by contmnal constant prayer, and keep it in sight and 
sightly. It 1s sad when the hoase has to be swept or the wildi; traversed 
to seek those whose usefalness is obscured. Keep them, brother pastor, 
k~ep them _to the Word and to the testimony; watch over them day and 
n_1ght, and if there b~ any wayward feeling, any discontented manifesta
t10ns, apply the heahng balm; keep the silver in the house and the sheep 
in the f?ld, if possihle, and the conceited young man at home, to help to 
cheer his brethren and to honour his father. Bat if that be not in man 
to attain, go out after them; sweep the house, watch for their return; 
yea, use all the proper means, and do thy diligence as one that must 
render an account, that nothing be found wanting in thy Father's house 
which He has placed under thy care. Nothing we know shall be found 
wanting when the Lord shall make ap His jewels, bat the visible Church 
on earth should be to His glory. " This people have I formed for 
Myself, they shall show forth My praise." 

Oh, brethren and sisters! think of this, and strive to be obedient 
children. Do not be idly led away like the lost piece, nor run away 
like the foolish sheep, nor, like the young man, think that thou canst do 
better with the truth of God than God Himself, or His servant with 
whom you serve, for though the Father welcome you back never so 
heartily, the housekeeper rejoices over the piece of silver and the 
shepherd over the sheep, even to the calling together of their friends nnd 
neighbours, there shall be in thine own heart a place of soreness and 
aching which nothing shall ever remove till thou art taken home to 
Heaven. There indeed the joy of the Father's heart shall be thine, and 
music and dancing to His praise and glory, who bath redeemed thee with 
His own blood, shall never, never cease. Bat, oh, ye orthodox ones, 
who never transgress, but who stand as pillars of the Church in the eyes 
of men, think well of all thy Father does; call it not in question; look 
at His goodness to thee, the love of His heart towards thee, the immense 
privilege He has given unto thee-'' Son, thou art ever with Me, and 
all that I have is thine! " 

Oh, brother, and how canst thou grieve thy Father's heart by 
showing in any degree that thou art jealous of a poor returning brother. 
Yea, if thy cold, unsympathetic heart receive thy brother coldly, give 
thy Father the loving heart. Let Him have glory in thy presence in 
whatsoever thou sayest or doest; let no man think that thou distrust 
tby Father. Think, dear brother-" All that the Father hath ! " Why, 
what thought can comprehend it all, in Heaven and in earth, all 
bles~ings in Christ Jesus, all salvation, all the Father's heart of love and 
sympathy; and not only all that thy God and Father hath, but to be 
"ever with Him,'' to have Him ever with you! And, oh, brother, then 
to feel that thy God and Father is unjust to you, and that thou deservest 
better treatment! Oh, brother! oh, sister! oh, my soul, what hast thou 
done to deserve even a look of kindness; what is there in thee or in thy 
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service to entitle thee to one kind word, or one day's dwelling in thy 
Father's house more than thy poor brother! Oh, take shame and con
fusion of face that thou lookest at thy Father's gracious face with 
an~er, and Re so loving to come oat and entreat thee while thou art 
looking scorn at thy brother and defiance at thy Father! 

Oh, let the best amongst us fall upon our face and say, "When 
we have done all, we are but unprofitable servants." Bat, ah, we 
cannot. Oh, no, not one can follow our Lord's words and say, '· We 
have done that which it was our daty to do," bat mast sink ourselves in 
dust and ashes and cry, "J esas, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us!" 
And for us all these are words of caution, and words whereby we should 
take heed to our ways, that we depart not from the truth. The world 
bas it not; it bas only husks, and those it will give to its own children, 
and not to true believers. , 

Oh, children of the living God, think not to mingle with the worldling, 
uor even with worldly professors! Thon shalt never be satisfied, and 
shall soon be cast ont from their midst, hungry and poor, ragged and 
foot.sore, so that when thou comest again to thy Father's house it shall be 
with shame-" Father, I have sinned against Heaven and in Thy sight, 
and am no more worthy to be callPd 'l'h:v ~on." 

THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 
The Baptist .Alrnanack and Congre

gational Handbook for 1886. Published 
by R. Banks & Bon, Racquet-court, 
Fleet-street; price 2d.-This child of our 
production, which we set on its feet 
thirty-five years ago, is still a well-re
ceived Annual by the people, for whom 
it is prepared. Its copious lists of 
Ministers, Itinerants, Secretaries, and 
Sunday-School Officers, which are found 
in no other work, render it invaluable. . 

The Congregat-ional Almanack /01· 
1886. Published by R. Banks & Son, 
Racquet-court, Fleet-street; price 2d.
A foll face, and trnthful likeness of 
Paxton Hood is freely given with this 
"Congregational Almanack," which, of 
itself, is worth ten times the price of the 
book which contains it. " A book
worm ? " Paxton Hood was a book
encyclopedia, an elephantine traveller 
throngh all the fields of literature. 
Thousamds of ministers have illustrated 
their lectares, essays, and sermons from 
Paxton Hood's immense at.ores. See his 
head, and read his life in, " Congre
gational Almanack." 

The Anglo - Israel Almanack and 
Diary for 1886. Published by R. Banks 
& Son, Racquet-court, Fleet-street; price 
3d.-Papers, original and ably written 
on the different features of this subject. 
Will command the attention of contem
plative minds, 

Old Jonatha11, the District and Parish 
Helpe1·. Published by W, H. & L. 
Oollingridge, 148, & 149, Aldersgate-

street, E.C. (and sold by all booksellers): 
price ls. 6d.-" Old Jonathan?" We 
see no signs of his getting old at all. 
He starts off, in 1885, with two hand
some, full-grown yonng ladies; and they 
make him so happy, that his beauty, his 
variety, his bloom, and his vigour, appear 
up to the end. At any rate, he bas given 
us another volume as foll of interest as 
it can hold. 

Fa-itlifnl lVomen: Sketclte., of Christian 
lVomen. By Mary Pryor Hack, .A.uthor 
of "Consecrated· Women," ·' Christian 
Womenhood," &c. Hodder & Stoughton. 
Paternoster - row ; price 5s. - :Ues~rs. 
Hodder & Stoughton have built up a 
publishing house for the best books, on 
all the highest, holiest, and most essen
tial themes to advance the moral, the 
spiritual, the intellectual powers of the 
people. For our mother's and our 
daughters this" faithful service'' volume 
is a literary gem. 

Pointed Payers for the Ch,-istian Liji·. 
By 'fheodore L. Cuyler, D.D. Hodder 
& Stonghton, 27, Paternoster-row; price 
3s. 6d.-When the busy day is over, 
when in the eve of rest something pithy, 
pointed, something pious, yet pleasing, 
something true, telling, yet not tedions, 
is wanting, then Dr. Cuyler's "Pointed 
Papers" is the book, out of which, happy 
wives may read little chapters to the 
almost tired-op "bread-winner." 

Cheering Wo·rds Annual. By C. W. 
Banks, or the "Villaire Preacher." Pub
lished by R. Banks & Son, 5, Racqnet-
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court, Fleet-street: price ls.-,Vl1en we 
saw the good likeness of Matthew Wel
land in this pretty little ,•olume, we felt 
it is a marvellous work the grace of God 
performs, not only in saving souls, but 
in making ministers; and those persons 
who are so much favoured under the 
ministry of the Lewes pastor may be 
pleased to know Mr. Welland is to be 
seen in CIU'f'1'i11g H"ord., Annual, of 
which, we must say no more. 

Th" &yi11g., ~( ,T,,su.,; l'tly Daily Tf',rt. 
:By C. Gordelier. Published by R. Banks 
6c Son; price ls. 6d.-Honestly we affirm, 
of all the elegant and pious year-books 
yet come to hand, this, for composition 
and practical getting-up, doth bring 
forth our warmest admiration. 

TI' hat i., th,· world now to "'"? 
Winifred Power thus cries out when ALL 
appears lost. Saul of Tarsus might have 
so asked when Christ called him, and 
when on the ground be lay, in the joys 
of a full salvation, or in the dark night 
of despair, yea, in ihe valley of the 
shadow of death, a soul may feelingly 
exclaim. "What is the world now to 
me? ' I have been near there if not 
now. 

The City IJiary Jo,· 1SS6. Twenty
third year of publication. W. H. & L. 
Collingridge, City Press office, 148 and 
149, .Aldersgate-street, E.C.; price ls., 
interleaved with blotting paper. - Of 
course, all the m2sters and members of 
the Companies of the City Corporation 
are well versed in the value of this 
special London Diary; but all the world 
over, this Annual is exceedingly useful 
in showing the i=ense variety of insti
tutions which are worked to advantage 
by the largest Corporation on the face of 
the globe. 

The Sower. Roulston & Sons, Pater
noster-buildings, and Wilmsburst, Black
heath, S.E. - The Sower is a literary 
basket full of pure seed. There is no 
Romanism, no rusty old rubbish, no 
weeds, no wire-worms, no poison, from 
beginning to end, it is solid stuff. Some 
would like a little more savour, Editors 
cannot make that. 

The l"irelfidc Al,nanaclt for 1 S86.-ln 
Paternoster-buildings this Almanack you 
see. The pictures are worth the money, 
the rich contents go free. A sheet 
Alwanack, to ornament any roow in 
your house. 

The Guide ,,j .My Youth; .A Sermon 
to Young Men and Maidens ; preached 
by Mr. R. E. Sears. Printed by J. 
Briscoe, 28, Banner. street, Finsbury; 
price ld.-Get your children to read this 
sermon, and all the young people about 
you. Ai;k it of each of them as a favour, 

with a smile on your face; win them 
with kindneBB to reacl. God's Spirit may 
make it a blessinK, 

01ir Yonng Proplr'., 1'1-Pasu1·11, 
Houlston & Sons, Paternoster-buildings, 
and E. Wilmshurst, Warwick-buildings; 
price ls.-A little storehouse of tales all 
readers will like to peruse. They are 
not false fictions, but faithful, solemn 
facts. 

111;, ~Yn,,·,·ow Sea.-It being a foggy 
morning, I called in to see my neigh• 
hour, who had the book, "Wkcn My 
Wife Dird," from whence a view or 
two has been given, but here is o. real 
fact.. .After the usual salutation, be said: 
"I have been for five years considered 
sinking into death; although, during 
those five years, I have travelled, and 
preached in many parts of the country, 
but that sun-burning day at Broseley, 
July 26, sent inflammation into my left 
lung so fiercely, that I lay near death for 
weeks; in fact, I have not been out 
since, But on Wednesday night, Dec. 
16, last, I was awoke (as I think) out of 
a sleep, saying-

"' Death, like & narrow seo. dividee, 
The.t heavenly le.nd from ours.' 

Then, in a moment, in wy mind's eye, I 
saw myself standing on the other side of 
the narrow sea. And it was such a 
'narrow sea,' it seemed but a step over. 
How I got over I could not tell, but 
THERE I STOOD, ON THE OTHER SIDE, as 
quiet as I could possibly be. On my left 
hand, as I looked round in the distance, 
I saw the strand of a most awfully BLACK 
SEA; it was not narrow. As far as I could 
see it waB a rolling black sea, and I saw 
persons in it who were continually sink
ing and rising. They could not sink 
finally, nor rise up out of the sea-sinking 
and rising in constant despair. Some of 
them, as I thought, called to me; but 
who they were, or what they so.id, [ 
knew not. Never had such a sight of a 
lost soul's condition before. As I stood 
on the other side of this narrow sea, my 
attention was called to a road leading 
straight up such a hill. Ah, such o. hill 
of ascendancy, of peace, of unsullied 
glory, as I can find no words wherewith 
to present it to your view. It led up so 
sweetly into the far-off regions of glory, 
that it led me to sigh out:-
,,' When sbJLU the day, dee.r Lord, e.ppee.1·, 

'fhe.t I ebJLll mount to dwell e.bove, 
And ete.nd, &nd bow, amongst them there,' 

And view Thy face, and •ing, and love? 

No answer came. No advance did I 
make. I thought the entrance of a soul 
into glory will be quick and quiet, and 
sang angels' songs up the hill, but I 
came to wyself," 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
SETTLEMENT OP A PASTOR JN 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 
BT A WAYPABING MAN. 

DBAll MR. EDITOR,-1 am a wayrarer, 
81 all our fathers were. One of the 
"scattered strangers" of whom the apostle 
Peter writes. It seems to me the people of 
God have ever been a scattered people, and 
strongers In the eorth, Indeed, the Lord 
Himself says of them, "They are not of this 
world even as I am not of this world." 

of ministers. The pastor gave out the hymn 
"Come, let us join our cheerful songs," &c.: 
and a Mr. Hardy offered prayer: a few 
introductory remarks were made hy the 
chairman, after which the Rev. W .. J. Young, 

W~ll, in the course of my wanderings on 
the 25th or November last, I chanced to be, 
or rather, I ought to say, by the· g?od pr?vi
dence ot God I found myself m Gams
borougb, Lin~olnsbire, a town of about 
13 000 Inhabitant~, and as I passed through 
tb~ streets, I saw on most of !be boa!dings 
large posters announcing special services at 
the Baptist Chapel, in recognition of their 
new pastor, the Rev. W. Rowton Parker. I 
need hardly say that I took advantage of 
this opportunity, and thinking that you 
might like to know what the Particular 
Baptists are doing in Lincolnsbire,.I thought 
I would write you II few particulars of 
what I ~aw and beard. Well, as the time 
drew on for the tea ( there had been 11 
devotional meeting in the early morning, 
and preaching service in the afternoon, but) 
as the time drew on for the tea I made my 
way te the schoolroom, and was pleased to 
find the tobles were well spread, and all filled 
with joyful guests. Having taken up my 
position, I took a careful survey of all. 

The new pastor announced the usual grace 
before meat, which was sun~ with great 
apparent earnestness, and this done, the 
assembled guests were soon as. busy ~ bees 
in a hive. Well now, Mr. Editor, while the 
good folks are getting their tea,-whicb they • 
are evidently fully bent upon-let me give 
you a brief description of the pastor. He is 
a man of rather spare build, standing about 
five feet six or seven inches in height, of 
middle age (he looks older, I am told, than 
he really is), a little careworn in appearance 
-evidently be bas had some experience in the 
furnace, for. the marks of the crucible are 
seen upon h1m-11 b!i•Y man, somewhat re•!· 
less in manner-as 1t would seem-for he 1s 
not to be seen long in any one place ; here, 
there and almost everywhere, now at this 
table' now at that, speaking to everybody, 
and helping in everything; cheerful, but 
solemn ; not by any means a showy or 
attractive man, but rather common-place, 
somewhat a[ter the old school. There were 
otber ministers present far more attractive in 
their appearance than he, and yet be seell!ed 
somehow, to have the respect and atteotion 
-0f all. The tea over, the company returned 
thank~ in song, and it was then announced 
that the evening meeting would commence 
at 7 .30 prompt in the chapel. The eppoioted 
hour having arrived, a Mr. George Anderson, 
-01' Galosbor-0ugb, took the cba\r, end was 
supported on the platform by quite an array 

of Kirton Linsey (11 retired pastor), was 
called upon to address the meeting. His 
remarks were short, and referred chiefly to 
the past history of the Church and bis 
pleasure in seeing the Church ndw settling 
down with the man of their choice and 
expressing bis opinion that the future ~f the 
Church was far brighter now than it had 
ever been'. The chairman then called upon 
the pastor, who, on ri•ing to speak, was very 
warmly received. _Having acknowledged 
the great kindness shown to him, be pro
ceeded to give II statement of his call to the 
pastorate of that Church, which, he said, had 
been thrice repeated. He thought the band 
of God was manifest in the whole arrange
men I, and that be was there by the will of 
God. Had be any reason whatever to 
think otherwise, then Gainsborough would 
not bold him many hours-in fact. he should 
not have been there at all, but still being 
on!y a servant of_His great:Master,receiviog 
datly food and daily orders from Him, it was 
not for him to say bow long he should 
remain with them ; all that mast be left to 
the Great Head of the Church. who is 
too wise to make any mistake, and too 
tender to forget His people. "But," says 
he, "there way be some here present who are 
thinking that I ought to give some account 
of my doctrinal views, and on this point I 
am in perfect agreement with them. I have 
no wish to sail under a false fla!1,', and there
fore, nothing loth, I nail my colours to the 
mast and declare plainly BOd witbou t the 

. least possible reservation in the presence of 
this assembly the truths I bold, and which 
have been and are v.ery precious to my own 
soul. lo tbe~e times of error and of evil 
departure from the simplicity and purity of 
the grand old Gospel of grace, it becomes 
increa;iingly necessary for every true God-
sent minister of Jesus Christ to be out
spoken and clear, and yet withal to speak in 
love, and the spirit of the Master," and then 
in a clear, firm. thoughtful tone, he proceeded 
to say more than time will allow me to tell 
you, but in brief it was this:-" The utter 
ruin or man by the fall; full, perfect and 
particular redemption by the blood' and 
righteousness of Christ, and by that alone· 
regeneration by the Holy Ghost, who work; 
within the man B vital change such as 
makes him II new creature in Cb~ist Jesus. 
which _new c~eatioo is made manifest by a 
new hfe, bohoess of heart and puritv of 
life being the fruit and outcome of the Divine 
work within, the duality of nature notwith
standing. Final perseverance of the saints, 
and that not so much because they persevere 
as, and of themselves, or in their own 
strength, but because God is true to His 
coveneot end will not let . them go," and 
much more to the same or hke effect. There 
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is ,ome diffidence, almo•t amounting to 
hesitnuc~ in hi, manner, when •reakin'1' on 
general •u hjecls, but when •reeking of the 
doetrines of grace, or the work of the Lord 
Jesus Cbri•t in us end for u,, he werm• 
with the subject end •peaks out of the 
fulness of his heart, end is therefore earnest, 
oulllpoken, end cleer. He i• e,Hently what 
some ore won! to call" R rRnk oM Ceh•ini•t," 
hut yet I should think not ofthet cold, flinty 
type, which has no juice left in it, either of 
love or s1•mpethy, or any 11:raee, but rather 
of that kind which is quick to detect, end 
ready to ecknowledj?e with delight the grece 
of God wherever found. One thing is 
evident; the Church et Gainsboronirh mav 
expect to be fed with strong meat. May the 
deer Lord give them a good spiritual diges
tion, that they may profit thereby. So 
much coucernine; the pastor. I could not 
well sey le,a;s ( if I give you a description at 
all), and I must not •ey more. He is 
unessuming, quiet, perhap9 rather re;,erved, 
notbin!!," noteworthy in appearance, but, as 
far as l can judll"f, sound in the faith. 

The next speaker wes tLe Rev. W. Barber, 
a ll"!ntlemen of evident ability, but rather 
weak voice. He addres!;ed himself to 
Christians in general (so be said), seeing 
before him Christians of various denomina
tions he should speak to Christians, as such. 
He spoke of Christian love, which is Christly 
love, or Christlike love, which led to gentle
ness, forbeuance, devotion for the good of 
others, and consecration to the lord, all of 
which, he said, was consistent with tidelily 
to truth. Then followed a fine portly mau, 
the Ven. W. Price, of strong voice and great 
speaking power, who dwelt on the practical 
side of the Christian life. " Sound doctrinal 
views were a grand thing " be said, "and 
necessary; but that was not ah. As the pastor 
had said. there must be the vital inner work 
wrought by God the Holy Ghost, end when
ever that vital work was accomplished in the 
heart of nny man or woman, it must and 
would he sure to show itself in holiuess 
of heart and pureness of living. or, in other 
words. in a life of practical Christianity, the 
true Christian speaks kindly, prays earnestly, 
sings heartily but be also lives bolily-bis 
words, prayer; and son11: are illustrated and 
enforced by holy deeds-" Mr. E. Landerd ale, 
of Great Grimsby, was the next speaker. 
He is somewhat of a Spurgeon, and spoke 
with great clearness upon the responsibilities 
of a pastor called to feed the flock of the 
living God. of bis needs, and of the one and 
only sow·ce of his supply alike of grace and 
strength, and then, turnin!!," to the audience, 
he said:-" Brethren, a solemn duty i-ests 
with you. If you want your pastor to preach 
well, pray for him. If you want to be 
spiritually fed, pray for )'.our pastor. If )'.OU 

want him to be a soul wmner, pray for him. 
If he is strong, pray for him, and if be is 
weak, pray for him still the more. A 
praving church makes a good pastor, but a 
murmuring people breaks a pastor's heart, 
and dishoneurs God." Then followed the 
Bev. 8. Skingle, W. Pigott, W. Hardy, and 
Mr. Cooper, all of whom were very brief. 

Speakin!I", as It were, 811"Rleat time, for the 
time had •ped along all too quickly, all, 
without exception, gave a very worm and 
most hearty welcome to the newly-settled 
pnstor, and which was thoroughly endorsed 
by the large audience. 

The meeling wno then closerl with the 
Doxoloiry end Beoe•liction. The choir 
rendered e number of nnthems at Intervals 
during the evening in on efficient manner· 
altogether the services were helpful and 
inspirin!l. 

After the evening meeting a goodly number 
flocked into the schoolroom to partake of a 
coffee supper which had been provided, and 
whie.h the friends mannged to have ready and 
waiting when the meeting closed, so that no 
time was lost. A collection was token at the 
evening meeting on behalf of the funds of the 
church, but the amount received was not 
announced. Had you been present, Mr. 
Editor, I think you would have enjoyed the 
whole service. All was warm; hearty, 
spiritual, and sound. I have given you a 
fair outline, I think, of the meetings. Much 
more might have been said, but I have 
already exceeded the limits I set myself when 
I began. You need not, however, put all 
this in the EARTHEN VESSEL. You can 
pick out a few points, such as you please, for 
that purpose, aod put the rest aside. 

Praying that the God of all grace may 
long epare you for the holy work of 
ministering to the saint~, as you do in so 
many ways, and that your own soul may he 
richly fed and bountifully watered from on 
high, 

I am, Mr. Editor, 
Your humble fellow traveller, 

A WAYFARER, 
Seeking that goodly city 
which he.tb founds.I ion. 

EDITORS WHO HAVE LEFT THE 
CHAIR, AND OP SOME WHO ARE. 
IN IT NOW. 

THIRD NOTE. 

The Pen, the Pulpit, nnd the Press, 
Are powerrl- for ill or righteousness, 
Each now, in their own different way, 
Are working-Truth will win the day. 

The late Mr. George Abrahams once said· 
Christ and· An tichrlst ere like the pugilists. 
One of them is quite certain that he will 
conquer his fellow. So after a few introduc
tory "rounds,'' the self-confldent fighter 
draws hack, and hack, leltio!!," his opponent 
advance, pummelling on uotil the weak one 
is somewhat wearied; then the strongest 
pours out bis strength upon the weak one, 
and so fells him to the ground that he can 
rise up of himself no more. 

So the Lion of the Tribe of Judah draws 
back ( as we thiok He is now doing), allow
ing the many Antichrist• to light their fires, 
thinking to consume and burn out God's 
Eternal Truth. But In the great day of the 
Lord He will pour out such an overwhelmlog 
flood of wrath that the wicked one end ell 
who do wickedly shall be for ever 1wept 
away. 
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To be a responsible erlltor is to elt often
times In a bu•.Y, braln-toilin11:, Rod anxious 
chair. And many I hRve known and have 
been connected with have evidently been 
quite unaware of' the sleepless nights end 
tedious da)•s whld1 awnited them, and which 
soon caused them lo leave the chair at once 
and for ever. 

There wee a beautiful you 011: 11:enllP.mao lo 
the days when I was servin11: a ten years 
apptenllceshlp, who wn• a preacher. In his 
handsome little chaprl he thouJ[ht even in 
those days, more than sixty years ago, that 

The Presa might help the Pulpit. 
So he proposed to me (who, al though only a 
bit of o boy, yet master man of the printing 
office, because my governor was· either 
engaged in the free school, in his clerkship, 
or in tile large hook-biodin~ department); 
hence, with ~,oor Thoma• Beecher, Alfred 
Viger, and others in the prinliog office, I, 
with my little fur cap, velvet jacket, and 
white apron, as our Irishman once said, was 
as proud as a little peacock-not in myself, 
but in selling the types, rolling the press, 
and printing all that then came lo hand. 
Hence the nice little gentleman referred to 
proposed to me to print for him a magazine 
in defence of the reli!lious views he held and 
preached. To work we went. He wo.a 
editor, I was printer. Month after month 
out came the little periodical. How proud 
a man with an active mind is to think that 
almost ei•erybody will run to purchase what 
his mental powers and bis acrive pen have 
produced! But, alas! very few indeed came 
to purchase the said puhlicarion. The cost 
had to be paid, The editor's heart beg-an to 
tail; his chair beg-an to crack. It fell down, 
away fled the editor, and how be finished 
his course I know not. Many such cases 
have I to record. Not now. It is to me 
almost a miracle that for forty years I have 
heen upheld in continuing this EARTHEN 
VESSBL. Poor thing! it has been kicked, 
scoffed, cast out, ordered to he burned, and 
exposed to the utmost ridicule. Yet it has 
never failed to be produced every month. 
Thousands on thousands have been published, 
and not a few have declared it to be a most 
welcome messenll'er to rheirsouls. Consider, 
dear friends, what it is to be 

A SOLELY RESPONSIBLE EDITOR. 
Those in my household know how late and 

early I have worked on. Letters coming all 
day long-, they must be attended to, they 
must be answered. Let your correspondents 
once feel they ore neglected; and you lose 
their aid. All corre•poodence must be read; 
all pnpers prepared for the press; and nearly 
every month more i• prepared than can be 
inserted. All notices conden•ed, proofs to 
read, and a multitude of thing-s to be done 
which I stop not to name. 111 or well; is 
bed or up; travelling or at home: in railway 
carriage or in the study, the work hos beeu 
dooe. Will it be wrong of me tosay:-

11 Horn I raise my Ebenez0r. 
Hither, by TUY help, I've come: 

ArHI I hope, by Thy goo<l pleasure, 
Safely to a.trive at !Jome? ' 

Ask Samuel Foster, of Slurry, what Te 11 
EARTHEN VESSEL hB-, done for him, 
during the last. thirty years. Come and see 
my ledger, witlr it• Jong- list of widows, 
orphan•, and aged mini•ters: hut f will adrl 
no more this month. I bove not boasted, 
but I have prai<e1I the Lord for gi,ing me 
the work to do, I have delighterl to do it; and 
have never <le•p•irerl. There are useful 
lesson• to be rlrawn out of the history of the 
editors who have been caller! away, or who 
have soon harl enough of the editor's chair. 
But, while I am anxious ro excite the 
sympathies of friends deeply concerned 
earnestly to contend for the faith. while I 
would urg-e upon the friends of a free-grace 
Go,pel, each one of them ro promote the cir
cularion of ,uch work• as t,ave proved them
selves worthy of sup~ort, I know I must, 
each month, occupy but little space, hence, 
prayiol!' always for the peace and prosperity 
of our Zion, I am still the bard toiler, 

CHARLES WATERS BANK$. 

THE LAST DAYS OF MR. THO)IAS 
AUSTIN. 

A, SUPPLIED BY HIS DAUGHTER. 
My late father had a severe attack of 

quinsey in November last, wbich made him 
very weak. From that time he bad been 
ailing, although he did not complain. In 
March last be had hemorrbage of the kid
neys, which he had been subject to at times 
for the last three years; on tbat account be 
often has not been able to go such lonl!' 
j ouroies, each a track weakened him so. 
On July 26 he was at Bexley, it was a very 
hot day. He g-ave a short address in the 
morning, but felt so ill be bad to return 
borne in the afternoon. That was the last 
time he preached. He had several engage
ments, but could not go to any. He felt bis 
weakness so much because be had alwavs 
been such an active man. He went to chapel 
as often as be could, but at times be was not 
able to reach the chapel (although only seven 
minutes' walk), or to sit the service through. 
In August be went to Heriford, his native 
place, the doctor thinking the change might 
do him goorl. He stayed at his brother's a 
week, but found be was not able to go out 
far without feeling- so tired. He returned on 
the 21st, and be· felt thankful be was in no 
pain, but suffered so from prostration. He 
took good nouri;bmeot, but it did not seem 
to beotfit him. He was alwaIS so fond of 
reading, but of late be bas not been ~hie 
to read much. He read the September 
EARTHEN VESSEL when it came in, aod 
that was the last be was able to read, for bis 
brain seemed to be giving way as well as his 
body. A fortni~ht previous to bis deatb. he 
had hemorrhage of tile kidneys, and was not 
able to be up ]or several days; theo be was 
dressed, and he sat up till the day he died. 
Several friends called to see him, but he was 
not able to converse, as it was painful to 
talk. He was so weak and helpless that he 
bad to be fed, and the last few davs be did 
not seem to know tile food wos for him to 
take. He was very restless during the night 
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before his death, and ln the morning, when 
hl• dBU!(hter went to him, he told her he hBd 
the rBttles in hi• throat, •bowing be was 
BWBre he wBs near hi• end. She •ai<l, 
" Father. are you happy? " He looked up 
with B •mile, Bntl ••Id, "Yee." She said, 
" WhBt B mere~-; end ha,•e ~·on 11ny anxiety 
about[an,·thing?'' He seld,' 'No" He do•ed 
off for B while, then roused, Bnd wished to be 
moved on hi• •ide. which wns done in e short 
time, end nt e qunrter to ele,•en he quietly 
breathed his Ja,t. without B sigh or e move, 
but R sweet smile upon hi• deer face, which 
remBined e0erwRTd•. He wns most patient, 
and never murmured, hut we• grateful for 
all that was done for him du1-injl his illness. 
We he,•e lost a good fathe~, and others have 
lost a kint! friend. Our loss is his j!"ain. In
terred in Bow Cemetery, Seplem ber 24, as 
there wBs not room in our gre"e in South 
HBcknev Churchverd. 

In writinJZ" to a friend, July 12.-1 have 
bed some hallowed oeesons in sweet musings 
upon texts nf ScripturP end choice verses of 
hymns, and can happily reed ·' My title clear 
to mansions in the skies." 

·• If F:uch tbe sweetneqp.; of tbe stream, 
·what must tbe fountein be, 

Where E-a1n1s and ani;?t.•lti draw their bliss 
Immediately from Thee: 11 

Again, on the28th of July be was to preach 
et Heriford. On August 2nd, he said :-I 
should have liked to pay one more visit lo my 
native place, end remember the days of my 
youth, my first concern about my precious 
l!Oul, end the fact of the Lord speaking 
pardon in en unmistaknble manner, which 
has never left me, though sixty years ego. 

"'Ti.;: grace ha.-. kc-pt me to this day, 
Allc.J will 11ot let me go.'' 

Have you in your hymn-book that hymn 
of deer Doddridge's :-

•· My God, the covenant ofTby love 
Abides for ever 1-ure, 

And in its ma· cLless grace I feel 
My happines~ secure." 

That hymn speaks whet I feel. Blessed be 
God, I have &o dread of leaving this world ; 
to depart aDd to be witb Christ is far better, 
but for the sake of my daughters I should 
like to remain a little longer, e.•pecially for 
the dear iDvalid's •ake. 8be needs a father's 
c&re (she is now 49, and is helpless from her 
birth with peraly,is on tbe •pine, wbieh 
affects every Jl&rt, spe,cb as well). but I can 
leave all with our Patber above, who has 
promised to provide for and protect those who 
trust in Him. I have just come from tbe 
doctor's. I told him plainly I thought be 
could not do much ~oot! for me. I felt that 
I em worn out, and that I em •inking gradu
ally in to the grave. I do Dot speak so plain 
to my daughters, for they have their 
thoughts about me, but don't like to talk 
about parting. J ftel BR I never felt before; 
the world se•m• to have lost its bold. I bold 
all my e&rlbly affairs with a loose band, and 
am able to'' Read my title clear to mansions 
iD the skies," end to say, '· I kDow whom I 
have believed," &c. I need not say, Pray for 

me if It be the Lord's will to •pRre me 11 
little longer; If not, I mRy be su•tRlned In 
c!nth, and •o be '' for ever with the Lor~." 
If we should not meet again on earth we 
shell meet In glory everle,tin11;. 

One dated August 2nd.-You are anxious 
to know how I em. I can hardly tell you, 
for I vary so much in my feeltnge-some
times I feel almost in e d~lng state, then I 
revive, end feel comfortable end cheerlul. I 
guess this is something lik~ yourself, chauglng
in feeling, bodily end mentally. But, my 
sister, our God chBngeth never. 

11 Did Jll'SUA once upon me shine, 
Then Jesus ts for ever mine.'" 

Blessed truth, His love is chanjleless, 'tl& 
sovereign and free, 'tis dateless and endless. 
How precious those truths are to me now I 
have beeD favoured to meditate upon maDy 
portions of Roly Writ Bnd some precious 
verses of hymn~1 and to appropriate them BS 
belonging to t11e unworthy writer. "He 
loved me and gave Himself for me." How 
charming to realise our individual interest in, 
those precious verities. I hope we are both 
enabled to say, "My beloved is mine, and I 
am His.'' My doctor seyA it is not decay, but 
how many ere taken away before that period 
a~ives; with the Lord I leave it. 

"When langour (l.Tid diseo.se iul"ade 
Tbiti trembliul!' house of clay, 

"Tis swe«.•t to look beyund our cage 
An<l long to fly away; 

Swett to look I ack and see my name 
In life's fair book set down, 

Sweet to look forward and to call 
The heavenly joys my own." 

The above lines describe my experience. 
August 2lst.-My daughters feel anxiou& 

about 111e. There is en appointed time for
man upon earth, and having reached my 
75th year, the general opinion is, I suppose, 
my earthly tabernacle is dissolving; but 
should it be so, I by soverei~n g·race' have a 
house not made with hand,, eternal in the 
heavens. I bless my covenant God, my dear 
sister. for an expectation of future endless 
glory fouDded upon love, blood, and power. 
I feel to occupy solemn ground, but, thanks 
to God, He bas enabled me to put straight 
my worldly affairo, that, should I be celled 
away, those who survive me will have nothing 
intricate to puzzle them. My doctor flatters 
me about my good con•tilution, and that I 
may live some years yet. I I m~y be so, but I 
have tried all means within my IJOwer, end 
@fill lee! such weakness and prostration. 
Whet conclu•i~n caD I come to but that I em 
gradually sinking into the j!'rave? 

His last letter, ,fated August 30.-1 suffer
no pain. My affliction consist• of extreme 
week Dess and loss of appetite. I take whet I 
can. J have all the a1ten1ion a mortal can 
desire, for which I desire to be grateful
" Not more than others I deserve," &c. You 
are deoirous ol hearing my experieDce in soul 
matters. I caD say-

~•..! guilt.\', wee.k1 and worthless worm, 
On Thy kind arms I fall, 

Be 'rhou my streJJgth a11d righteousness, 
My Jeaua, and my all." 
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That le my present experience. I don't wi•h 
to get above that: It I• eafe ,round lo 
occupy. I •hall he sali,fled when I wakeup 
with Thy likeness-

" 0 gloriou~ hour, 0 blo'-lt ebodet.. 
I el.Jnll be nenr, Hncl like my uod." 

MOUNT ZION CHAPEL, CHADWELL 
STREET, CLERKENWELL. 

Services in connection with the 33rd anni
versary of the opeoin!!" of the chapel and 
formal ion of the Church were held on Lord's
dey, 13th December, 1885, when the pulpit 
was occupied by the pnslor, Mr. Jno. 
Hazelton. The anniveroary character of the 
services wae to some extent ovel"!lhadowed by 
the somewhat sudden death a few days 
previously of Mr. Jame.• White, who bad 
been a mem her of the Church for 28 years. 
The Church bad cause, however, to rejoice 
that it was their brother'• eternal gain, and 
the subject in the evening was appropriate, 
"Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

The usual tea and meetings were held on 
the followin~ Tuesday evening, at the latter 
of which the pastor, as usual, presided. 
After sin,ing " Kindred in Christ for His 
dear sake," Isaiah xii. was read, end Mr. 
Meeres, whom we were glad to see present, 
opened the meetin!!" with prayer. 

The Chairman briefly addressed the meet
ing. Pers~nally, the words of Paul's ex
perience, "Havinii; obtained help of God, I 
continue unto this day," and be felt his 
dependence upon God more now than ever. 
Alluding to the many changes which bad 
necessarily taken place in the Church and 
congregation in the course of 33 years be 
said they were nevertheless not without 
indication that the Lord was still with them 
and blessing them. 

Mr. Anderson heartily congratulated the 
chairman on his long standing as the pastor 
of one church. That a man should be able 
to minister in the Gospel to one people for 
so many years could only be accounted for 
by the divinity of the Gospel. Referring to 
what be ( the speaker) con•idered was the 
most characteristic feature of Mr. Hazelton's 
preacbing-viz., the itlorious person of 
Christ-be said that, unlike ~ome persons, 
who did not care bow they got to Heaven if 
they did but get there, be rejoiced in a 
salvation which did honour to all the divine 
perfections as they appeared ia the ,1orious 
person of our Lord. The speaker concluded 
by warmly expressing bis wishes for the con
tinued peace and prosperity of the Church. 

Mr. Burrell, a former member and deacon, 
related many very interesting reminiscences 
of the formation of the Church, and of the 
purchase and opening of the same. The 
origin of the Clwrch was a casual meeting 
between the late Mr. Minton and himself. 
Of the thirty-four members forming the 
Church or.ly five were now living, and of the 
ministers who were present at the meeting 
held on the 13th December, 1853 (the day 
before the completion of the purchase was 
made), only one w11:1 left, viz., Mr. Blend. 
Those now present were living witnesses of 

the wonderfu I way in whir.h God had 
wrought. He him•elf •tood on the same 
ground th•t they and their p•stor did, and 
could say, hitherto halh God l,elped us. 

Mr. Shepherd said that these reminiscences 
brought •ome to hi• mind. One of his 
earlie•t impres•ion• W8" received in this 
Chapel when the line wasread, " What ifmy 
name should he left out." 8ub•equently, on 
another orca•ion, when hi• mind had been in 
much contu-ion concern in!!" the doctrine• of 
'!'race, the Lord gave Mm lia-ht and comlort 
in a moment through the words-

"Pe.Yment Gnd ran not twira rl'P,rna,nr1, 
Fir~t at my blcedin't Surety's band, 

And tben e.gain at mine.'' 

It was also et the Chadwell-street Bible
class that he he,an to •peak in public. Com
mentin!!" briefly on Malachi ii. 5, "My 
covenant was with Him of life and peace," 
&c., in which Chri•t was specially referred 
to, the speaker showed the solemn nature of 
the work which this covenant involved, and 
said that our Lord came throu1?h the ordeal 
without a slain of sin upon Him, and that 
our life and peace were therefore given to 
Him. 

Mr. Box said that the name of Charles 
Smith, one of the speakers at the meeting in 
1853 mentioned by Mr. Burrell, bad touched 
a chord in bis heart, because he had been 
met by the ,race of God under his ministry. 
Takinir for hi, subject "The God of heaven, 
which like all the names of God was signifi
cant, and which was probably used by the 
Jews because of the idolatry by whieb they 
were surrounded in Bahylon," Mr. Box 
said that all our services indicated our belief 
that there was a God in heaven; any who 
worshipped lower than that was an idolater. 
The God of heaven had spoken unto us by 
His Son, and the speech was comprebeniive, 
and adapted not only to the sinner, but to 
the Cbri,tian in every staite of bis pilgrimage. 
Paul said, "See that ye refuse not Him that 
speaketb from heaven ; " bad we ears for 
that voice? 

Mr. Reynolds, in speaking upon divine 
love, said I hat there was a prufound mystery 
in the relation of love to life. Divine love 
was the cause of our comfort, our growth, 
and security ; its discovery in the briaging 
of,the fir•t begotten of God into tile world 
was the deliJa?;bt of the an,el•, and was the 
reason of the interest they took in this world. 
Let us he learnin!!" with them. God was no 
stoic; He bad a heart full of love and com
passion , nevertb•less, He could not be ap
proached out of Cbri,t. This revelation of 
love raises the bitterest hate, as was shown 
in the temptation, '' If Thou be the Son of 
God, let us r•joice." However, that hatred 
cannot prevail ag-ainst dhine love. 

Mr. Wm. Hazelton addressed the meeting 
on the words, "' Thou lovest righteousness 
and halest iniquity." He said that in them 
we found the fitlorv of the atoning work of 
Jesus, and that they constituted the solidity 
of the believer's comfort. It was this fact 
which made God's judgments so sure an<t 
solemn. Closed with the Doxology andi 
Benediction. 
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eame to Him with" God, be merciful to me 
n sinner," )OU have not learned the flr•t 
le••on ; yon cannot deceive a convinced 
,inner by telllnll him to make hi• pPace with 
God-until the Holy 8pil'it beer• wllness In 
my heert that I am born of tlod. there I• no 
peoce. We know just ns much of Jesus 
Christ a• the Holy Spirit is pleo•ed to reveal, 
enrl His mlnl•ters end people feel increa•inp;ly 
the need of the tenchlng of the Hol)' Ghost. 
Mr. Griffith l?'Rte a thorou,rhly •piritual 
addre•• on "The g-reet Ph)'Sicien," in which 
he •aiil, It is our blessio1r, and hes been in ell 
age•, that God knows the patient, knows thA 
<'Omploint, and know• the remedy. After a 

' few words from Mr. Meeres. a hymn and the 
benediction brought to a close the fort.v-first 
anniversary services of tbi, cause.-J. W. B. 

MANCHESTER AND BOLTON. - I 
heard et Zoar Chapel, in London, Mr. A. 
Taylor, wlren be came from Aecrington-a 
steady, stern, solid preacher. He succeeded 
the late Mr. Gadsby, at Rochdale - road 
Manchester. There he has worn the pastoral 
office well for many years. Happy man! 
Although more than four-score, he was en
j!'aj!'ed to preach at the various Churches in 
Lancashire, Yorkshire, and Leicester, and 
other pieces. The collections have been 
wonderfully good. At Rochdale-road collec
tions ere mostly good, which shows that 
there is some vitality io the Strict Baptists 
yet. We are higbl,v favoured at Rochdale
road. One of our oldest members is, I sup
pose, a millionaire; he is called by some the 
" Manchester millionaire," and yet he entered 
Menrhe•ter a poor r&f!!!'e<l uoy from Bolton, 
but Providence bes smiled upon him to a 
wonderful extent. He is a noble-minded 
men, is plain and honest. aod a true type of 
en earnest Christian. He bes built a new 
Strict Baptist Chapel et Bolton, bis native 
town, et a cost of £1,000, and presented it to 
the Church there entirely free, end pl•ced it 
in trust for ever. All has gone on well, and 
it is to be opened on Christmas Day by Mr. 
Taylor. 

BERMONDSEY. - At New Churcb
•treet, on WednesdR,·, Decemher 2, the fortv
fir•t. Rnniver,ory of ·1.he pR•torRte of our dear 
old friend end hrolher, ,T. L Meere•, was 
held. S..ldom i, it the lot of one man to 
•u•tnin, for so Ion!!' R period, the over•iKht of 
-0ne Church; C'OTI"fquenll~·, on thi• oeceslon, 
friend• cnme from •II port• of the metropolis 
to congretulete pnsior end people for the 
Lord'• 11;oodness eontiuued to them, to thenk 
Him for post mercies, end to pray for future 
bles,in!!'•· We rejniC'e to know that our 
brother Meeres is still fa,•oured to preach on 
Lord's-de~· and VI' ednesdRy eveuin!!', and 
that his Church end people still cling to
irether, end ere united nnd Rt pence. In 
the afternoon, Mr. G. W. Shepherd preached 
the sermon. Tee was served, and e public 
meeting h•ld in the eveninl!', Mr. Charles 
Wil.on presiding, who, after some heartfelt 
expressions at the throne of Grace, offered up 
by brother E. Beezley, seic, I em ~led to 
unite with you end your pastor et this time1 I know you have ever been kind to him, eua 
believe )'OU ever will ; still encoura11;e him 
with ~-our presence, eud may the Lord yet 
make him e still !!'reeter bles,ing to you. I 
hope the Lord will help the brethren who 
have come to-nij!'ht to speak to us some good 
things, so that it m•y bee profitable oe.:asion, 
and our brot.ber Dearsley will now address 
us on "the !!'feet Shepherd," who told us it 
-was a relative name-there is in it the all
comprehensive name of Jehovah; when He 
condescend• to be my F, iend, then it is I 
have the joy, comfort, end hope, resulting 
tberefrom. As the chief Shepherd, the good 
and j?reet Shepherd, He became all that was 
needful for the gathering in of His sheep. 
His care for His people is u o bounded-you 

,cannot limit what God will be to His people's 
eternal welfare. He has al wPys been that 
,ireat caretaker, to keep as well as to feed 
His sheep. Divinity is always present, and 
le.ave• nuthing wantin1?. We have Jived lo 
.prove that our 8hepherd cares much for His 
•heep. We have lived to know the need of 
His all-pervedinj!' end ell-prev•iling presence. 
The twenty-third Psalm i• written for our 
-comfort. Mr. Evens, ,peaking on "the SUN SHINES AT BROADSTAIRS. 
Joving Husband," said, Christ i• e Husband 
to His people, and a loving H u•hend ; He is If we know end feel con61lence in a man 
married unto His Church, end has made as a good man, Mr. Carter, the mii,ister of 
ample provision for their present and eternal the New Testament Baptist Church at Broad
welfare, for lie say•," I beve betrothed thee stairs is be. We have known him for many 
unto Me io ri!!'h teousnes.•," He saw them years, wherever he has gone he has bej!'BD well, 
from the beginning, and is fully acquainted worn well: when be felt his work was done, 
with them in eoery respect. There is often I he has left well, and another door has always 
8 feeling of unworthiness, end the very best been opened for him. He is in creed, in 
of us have but a smell end meagre arqueinl- character, in conduct, a sound man. In a 
ance with that Scripture," Ye are saved by Jetter just received, be says:-
grace;" when we are fashioned and made MY DEAR BROTHER JN JESUS, C,W. B. 
Jike Him, we shall tbeu understand the -1 hope by this time you are improved in 
meanio11; of tbi, di,tioguishiog grace. He health. I am sure it must have been painful 
is a Jovial!' H u•baod and His love is prac- to one so accustomed to be abroad to be so 
tical, substantial-" gr·eet<r love bath no clo~ely confined as you have !Jeen for •o lone-. 
man than this." Mr. Mead followed on You have drank of the" bittersweet," of the 
•· The £rest Teacher." There is e reality in II bitter" without the sweet, and el,o, if only 
the miracles that cannot be controverted; at very brief intervals, the "sweet without 
when the greet Teacher came forth, it was to the bitter.'' Medicinally, the samples and 
proclaim the truth of God. The firot Jes.on the compounds ere needful to the health 
j,; iofw;ioo of Divine lile; and if you n.ever the patient-well, there is balm In Gilead, 
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there Is a phy•iclnn neRr. To our JehovRh, 
,ur coyenent Oorl, we mRy confl•len tly ••Y, •• 
.Jeremrnh, " Heel me end J •h•ll be heeled; 
save me And I shell be •eve,I." 

We deeply •ympothlse wit,h you, deor 
brother ; but 1 hree thing• seem still in use, 
doing 11:ood service, for this the Lord be 
praised-namely, mind, pen, and purse. 
These thln11:s keep up a loving ond grateful 
remembrance of yo•1 In the Churches you 
hove so long served, end the poor end 
Afflicted, the widows and orphnns of the 
Lord's family you hove instrumentally helper! 
end comlorted. Should the former even forget 
you end the excellent services you hove 
renlll!red, yet the letter surely never can. 
But should ell these for!,l"et one wlTose timely 
services were acceptable and profitable, yet 
your heavenly Mester will not forget your 
work of faith_ and labour of love~ " In a• 
much as ye did it unto one of the least of 
these ye did it unto Me." 

Cheer up, brother, the land of light end 
glory is not far off. Jorden will soon be 
crossed. When He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him, shall see Him as He is. Blessed 
hope ! the Lt>rd keep us steadfast to the 
blessed end. 

Dear Brother, the Lord bas heen gracious 
to us, cheerin11: our hearts and answering our 
prayer, and biessing our work. Poo! as it is, 
it has not been in vein iu the Lord. Souls 
nod seals are given, praise the Lord. On 
Sunday, Nov. 29, heptized a young sister. 
We ere all so sati,fied she is one of the 
Lord's own elect. It was a very refreshing 
season to us all. Others are led to serious 
thought and concern about spiritual and 
etern~I _thing•: On Sunday evening, Dec- 6, 
our sister, with another one, long since 
bereaved of a loved ,:,artner and faithful 
minister of Christ, daughter of J. J. K., 
were received into full communion wilh us ; 
this was most cheering to us ell. 

On Wednesday evening, Dec. 9, I baptized 
two men who have sat under the Word for 
fifty years, have et le•t been led by free 
sovereign grace to decide for God. The 
Lord has done for them what they ever failed 
to do for themselves they now find Him 
better to them then all their fears. After it 
was over they were full of joy. A short 
prayer meeting fini•hed up a very solemn 
and happy service. Others ere likely soon to 
come forward, The Lord of hosts is with us. 
He is the joy and rejoicing of our hearts. I 
never felt greeter delight in the services of 
my God than now. My friends with me are 
expecting lo see greeter things than these, 
an~. it is this hope that b6ers our fainting 
spmti up. We must not, cannot despair
more is He that is for us than all that are 
•g_einst us. Our kind Lord provides for our 
daily wants nod keep• us in health. The 
Lord bless you exceedingly, and fit you for 
His will, whatever it may be, and for His 
everlasting kingdom of glory. 

Forgive this lengthy scribble. J thought 
you would like to know of the Lord's good
nees to us. Yours sincerely, 

Dec_ 10, 1885. 
J. w. CARTER, Pnslor. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE. 
T() lht> F:rlitor of lhi! '' Er1rt/lf'n, v,:.9.~"'-" 

Mv DF,AR SIR,-The friends at Brixton 
Tnhernaele de-ire to acknowledge with 
Jl"rBlirurle the Jl"reat kindness they hnve re
ceived from many friends in helping them to 
reduce the debt upon the chapel and pa•tor'• 
house they have erected. Amono- tho.se who 
have thus helped is Mr. Bradbu7y, of Grove 
Chapel, who ha• generously consented to 
preoch the third Wednesday in every month 
at Brixton, end has already preached four 
sermon•, and been well received, the col
lections realising the welcome sum of .£11 
5•. 2,J. The friend• at M eyrick-roarl Clap
ham .Junction, kindly gave us a S~nday's 
collection, our pastor preaehe_d in the eveninJI" 
of November 22 la••· and 1Jrou11;ht away with 
him as a result, .£10, a-truly noble gift and 
one for which we feel very gratefol,' and 
return our hearty thank•; and should any 
?ther ?f !he Churches feel that they can help 
m a s1m1lar manner, we •hall esteem it an 
ect of Christian love and sympathy. To our 
esteemed friend Bradbury, the people at 
Meyrick-road, aud other friends who have 
helped us, we say, May the blessing of our 
covenant Ood be with and prosper them and 
may they realise, in all its spirituality, the 
blessing pronounced on Joseph by Moses as 
recorded in Deut. xxxiii. 13-16. ' 

For ourselves. the dear Lord is in our 
midst, blessing His own Word to the comfort 
of Hia loved ones. The ministry is powerful 
to the pulling down of the strongholds of sin 
and error, and precious to the buildinJl"-UP 
and comforting of God's tried and afflicted 
family, and the Holy Spirit is pleased to lead 
us in prayer and praise to the throne of 
grace, for mercy end blessing to be poured 
into and upon Zion. 

Wishing you and all God's dear people a 
very happy New Year, the presence of the 
Lord to cheer, a precious Christ to bless and 
the Holy Spirit to comfort. ' 

I remain, 
Yours in Gospel bonds, 

GEORGE F. GRAY. 

December 17, 1885. 

COTTENHAM.-" Anonvmons Letter!" 
Who wrote it? It must have been some 
coward. And fur the receiver to be thereby 
turned from bis engagement, causes E. M. 
to inquire of us the meaning of it all. We 
know nothing more than that such a letter 
was in Cottenbam. Who sent it, who re
ceived it, what it contained, WE KNOW 
NOTHING! No! notonejotortittle. We 
never wish to dee! with such cruel ministers. 

NOTTING-HILL-GATE.-The cause at 
this pert bes revived e little under Mr. 
Herring. The anniversary, recentlv held, 
was exhilirating. At the •ubsequent Church 
meeting, all, or most, appeared in favour of 
Mr. Herring. The reporter says,'' The fields 
here are extensive, end all friends hope to see 
the piece fil!ed, and souls born of God 
united to Christ, anrl rio•ned for i;tlory, 
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FOOTSTEPS OF MY GOD. 
}jy .TOHN BOLTON. 

CHAPTER J. 
"The <'t<'rnA.1 Gori iR tby rofn~ ., (Deut. xxxtfi. 

27). '' Vlho~~ li!'OingR forth hnvr, from of old, 
from the days of eteroity ·• (Micn.h v. 2, me.r.). 
•· Tiley ha:t·e seen Thy l,?'oings, 0 God: even tb<1 
goln~ of my God, my Klng, 1n the sanctuary" 
(Psa. lxviii. 24). 

[The followins hae long been promised; we 
regret t.11at it has been dclai·od, but hope 10 
publish a clla;,tcr each month dming the roar.) 

ERE time begRn its mighty re!'e, 
Jehovah hod His dwelling-piece 

On His eternal throne; 
Long ere the heovens were •tretched abroad, 
From e,•erlosting He was God, 

Besides Him tllere was none. 
Greet Three-in-One, and One-in-Three, 
Inhabiting eternity, 

Enshrined in cloudless light. 
.One God in !>UTJ1ose, one in power, 
A Triune God for evermore, 

Too pure for angel's sight! 

For though the Godheqd be but One, 
Three glorious Person• fill the throne: 

Bow deep the myster.v lies! 
Nor angel'• mind can reach its bound; 
'Tis ~ear, 'tis hi~h, 'tis cast, profound, 

'Tis bid from mortal eyes. 

A Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Adorned bv ell the ransomed host 

On earth, in heaven above; 
Each in sal1•ation bath His piece, 
And each be•tows tlle gift of grace, 

And God Triune is love. 
Rre sun, or moon, or stars ap11eared, 
Or comets bad their courses steered, 

His glory these outshone; 
With ewe end reverence let me trace, 
The footsteps of redeeming grace, 

From the eternal tllrone. 

Sweet beavenl.v breeze, my muse iDP,pire, 
Ob, touch my lips with sacred fire, 

Tbou holy, heavenly, Dove! 
Unloose my leeble stammering tongue, 
.A.wake m~· slumbering powers of song, 

To sing redeeming love! 

If all the stars in heaven that blaze, 
Are but the emblems of Tby grace, 

And ell upheld by Thee; 
Alld if the world of glory IJright, 
Without Thy presence would be night, 

What must Tuy glory be? 

When tlluoders shall have ceased to roar, 
The lig-Ltniog- fl isb be seen no more, 

And slat·• silall cease to •hine; 
While ransomed hosts sLaJJ sing Thy praise, 
,:Hill wilt Tl,ou seud abroad Thy rays, 

Of rigbteouoness di vine. 

And like Thyself, 0 l!!orious God! 
Wilo makest heaven Thy chief abode, 

1'h.V attributes are pure, 
Wisdom, and trutb, and righteousness, 
Juslic.-, and merry, love, end grace, 

Eternally endure. 

And ere the Ppac!ou• vault we• stored, 
Or planets rolled, or ocean• roared, 

Or hills thPlr peeks displayed; 
Ere seraph• flew with fiery wing, 
Or cherub'• voice was heard to •ln!f, 

Redemption's scheme was laid. 

But let me pause R moment here, 
Before I any far1ber steer, 

On this vest deep profound ; 
Here let me stand iu solemn ewe, 
And ask, may I the inference draw, 

That I am homeward hound? 

And should I reach the blissful shore, 
Where pain and death ore known no more, 

And join in songs of praiee 
With all the Saviour's ransomed throng, 
While eountless ages roll along, 

'Twill be by sovereign grace. 

Bence, grace I nee,! my feet to guide, 
A.nd keep me near this ocean tide, 

To tune my heart end tongue ; 
Nor less I need the heavenly beam, 
That truth alone might be my theme, 

The substance of my song. 
( To be continued.) 

STRATFORD.-Special services in aid of 
the building fun J were held in the chapel, 
Gurney-road, Leystonstone-road, on Tuesday, 
Nov. 24, Mr. Hull, of Hastings, preached io 
the afternoon. lo the evening a public 
meetinl,!: was held under the presidency of 
James Lee, Esq. Tbe chairman opened the 
meeting with some practical and experi
mental remarks on the Chri,tian pilgrimage, 
and hoped the brethren would be led so to 
speak that the Lord's living family might be 
comforted and built up in their most holy 
faith and His great name glorified. Mr. 
Box told out •ome eocourae:ing things from 
the words, "That we may find grace to help 
in time of need." Does not this sweet text 
induce and excite us to seek Him, for a time 
of need is a time of,piritua! devotion. There 
is no time in the history of a child of God 
when be is independent of grace. Mr. 
Holden grouuded bis remarks on " Having 
obtained help of the Lord we continue to this 
day." It is from the great God that we 
receive temporal supplies every day; what an 
inexpressible blessing it would be if every one 
in this large assembly had an appetite and 
were hungering after •piritual food. All 
power 1,elongeth unto God, let u3 not forget 
this fact; if tbe believer is in a low state of 
mind, it is only this power that can raise; if 
burdened witll care, difficulties, and trials, 
crying, "Lord, undertake f,,r me," you 
will get a blessing. Mr. R. E. t;ear~ gave 
a warm-hearterl address on election and said, 
I believe a!! the blessings with which we are 
favoured come to us through God's electing 
Jove-herein is manifested God's purpose to 
save; if I am a chosen vessel of mercy it is 
the result of God's sovereignty, as set forth In 
the glorious doclrine of election. Mr. 
Thomas, " This God is our God and will be 
our Guide for ever and ever." As creatures 
we are dependent on Him. He has been 
our belp hitberto, He is tile same gracious, 
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Infallible Gulde, end the promise will be 
verified In the experience of every chtld of 
God. Mr. Reynolds gave an eloquent address 
00 the many manifestations of the wisdom of 
God In Hlicreative works, and of the wonders 
of His gracious acts. Mr. Golding dilated 
on growing in grace. Mr. Hull, of Hastings, 
said God has no\ only de~reed the salvation 
of His Church, ~u I ho• ordained the means. 
H Is only by the onolnUng power of lhe Holy 
Spirit that we can enjoy fellowship. With
out the presence and power of God the Holy 
Ohost preaching Is but a mere mechanism. 
You have heard some grnnd and solemn 
things here to-night, how stands the matter? 
We must all appear before the judgment
seat of God-ore yo11 prepared for the 
change? ls there oue here to-lligbt that 
bas grown old and hardened in the world? 
It Is a solemn thing to die, but bow much 
more so to die unsaved. Ood grant that 
something may have been said to-night that 
may make some unthinking soul begin to 
fear. Mr. Ryder, one of the deacons, gave a 
very interesting account of the position of 
the Church; twenty-three had been added 
during the past year, more were coming 
forward, and they had much to be thankful 
for. Through the kindness of the chairman, 
Mr. Mortar, the Misses Mortar, and others, a 
very handsome collec:iun was made. The 
chapel was quite full, and the happy season 
terminated with prayer by Mr.James Lee.
J. W. B. 

. CLAP HA M.-Tbe anniversary of 
Ebenezer Sunday-school, Wirtemberg-street, 
was held on Tuesday, Dec. 8. Brother Bush 
preached in the afternoon a very acceptable 
and encoura11:ing sermon from Psa. xxxiv. 
11. After a largely-attended tea-meeting 
in the schoolroom a public meeting was held 
in the chapel; brother Henry Hall, pastor, in 
the chair. The chairman reatl an appropriate 
portion-viz., 2 Tim. iii. 14-17. 'l'be writer 
sought the Lord's blessing. The chairman 
then introduced the subject of the meeting 
by some very seasonable remarks on Mark 
xiv. 8, Brother Lee dwelt upon the blessing 
in after life that bad attended the study by 
children of the Word of God, and made some 
very experimental and savoury remarks upon 
Gal. vi. 16, concluding with a powerful 
enforcement of the necessity of the slaying 
of the enmity in !be human heart to God's 
truth, and of the Holy Spirit being the only 
Teacher and Witness of the truth to the 
soul. Brother Riddle, the secretary, read 
the report, wbich was pointed and concise, 
showing the school to he in II very satis
factory and thriving condition-there being 
still more room for scholars, teachers, and 
all the gold that could be offered. Brother 
W. Hazelton dwelt very solemnly on vital 
godliness as issuing out of 2 Chron. xiv.11, 
and enforced its necessity in the Sabbath
school work and on God's saints. Brother 
Langfol'tl stated his expe1·ience as a scholar, 
teacher, superintendeut, and Gospel minister, 
and, as an encouragement to teachers, that 
he bad baptized two most unruly boys that 
Were in a school with which he was con-

necled. Brnther Bu•h relate•! the effect of 
his early tr.,ining in the 8unday-school and 
his sub••quent experience in the hu•iness of 
life, urginll' upon the t~achers P,•. cirxv. 
4, 5 and I King• ,rviii. Brother Took dwelt 
very pointedly and forcihl, on 1 Pet. iii. 8, 
concludin,,; on the one unalterable covenant, 
spirit, blood, faith, life, road, home, •ong. 
throne, Saviour, and likenea•. Brothers 
Hand and Batt,on made, for want of time, 
only a few encoureging observations. The 
chairm•n interspersed between all the 
•peaker• appropriate remark•; announced 
a total contribution of £5, which be sup
posed would have to be increased; that he 
regretted brolher Clark was un•ble to he 
present throu11h illne••, and conc,uded the 
meeting by prayer. Very appropriate hymns 
were sung by the children and people 
present.-CHARLES O'RTN ER, l, Cotside
terrace, Graysbolt-road, Lavender-bill. 

POPLAR.-Tuesday, Dec. 8, the third 
anniversary of the re-opening of Bethel 
Chapel, High-street, airer its renovation, 
was held. It appears Mr. H. F. Noyes was 
in the order of divine providence brought to 
labour here, and in answer lo the prayers of 
him and bi• friends some £300 have been 
expended, of which £100 is still owing to the 
Metropolitan A,sociation of Strict Baptist 
Churches. Mr.Noyes would be 11:lad of help 
in this matter There are forty-nine mem
bers ot t~e Church, an addition of twenty
eight in the three years, of whom sixteen 
were baptized by the pa,tor. The Sunday
school numbers 120 cluldren and I4 teachers, 
with a zealous and devoted superintendent, 
Mr. D. J. Andrews. The Bmd of Hope 
numbers over one hundred, with Mr. Nayes 
as its president. There is also a class for 
learning elementary music. All these agen· 
cies require much effort and incur consitler
ahle expenses, w bicb to a poor and struggling 
cause is a matter of no small importance. 
However, Ebenezer is our stone of memorial 
and our brother, the pastor, is full of courage 
and expectation. The Lortl Himself being 
our helper, an excellent anti profitable anni
versary was held. Mr. Tboma;i Bradbury 
preached an experimental sermon from Epb. 
i. 3 in the afternoon. A goodly number took 
tea; public meeting in the evenin11; well 
attended; collection good; Mr. W. Kempston 
most ably presided; addresses, all of which 
were worthy of the speakers, brethren Sears, 
Winters, P. Reynolds, Box, Copeland, Love
lock, Buttery, and Nash. Brother Saunders 
implored the uivine blessing. We tbauk God 
and take courage.-'· A MEllBER OF 
BETHEL." 

IPSWICH.-" Father, when starting for 
this towu, warned me against bomrepotby in 
the pulpit or out of it. He knew a good 
man killed ; so old • Allopatb 'said. He told 
me bot, bard, pepper parsons were not always 
safe. The mau who preached from "The divine 
kyan" in tbeir souls would burn into the 
souls of some, and that fire would never go 
out. It was not often I could get to Church 
or chapel; but one flue morning, pa.ssiDg 
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dow.n o Jiltle •tree!, I he•rd eingir,ir; it drew 
me m; it WR• what they cRII • ZoRr.' The 
preacher w•• • Mr. 8•muel Cozeno. A m•n 
•old me the_re had been a hea•~• debt on it for 
.' _ears. hut 1t was re<lueed, •o tbRt at New 
"\:ear'• meeting in Jannary they hoped to 
bring. the deb! Rllogether. I mean to give 
my mite, nnd ,r all who Rre following on to 
know the Lorrl, a• I tru,t I am, rto the •ame, 
we eball have R har,py funeral. I write home 
to ask all our femily to send to Mr. Cozen• 
the Bapti,t minister in Ipswich, all they ea~'. 
I well rememher, Mr. C. W. B., how you got 
the debt off Keddinirton Chapel. Do all vou 
ean for Zoor. l'he friend• there have worked 
manfully. The)' have done their utmost. 
A•k tor· Zoar' • little more belp.-D. N." 

FROM A MINISTERING BROTHER 
IN AFFLICTION. 

Ma. C. W. B.u,i.:s.-My dear aged 
brother in the family of God, who sometimes 
wonder at the wondrous manner of love that 
i• bestowed upon them that tbev should be 
called the sons of God. Good old Shafteshurv 
has pasaeJ on before ; blessed be God for the 
l!"l"llce conferred upon him, and for the means 
and life that he •o readily laid out for the good 
ofotbers. He was not much courted. bv the 
rich, but very, very many of the poor will 
revere bis memory for long. Oh, for more 
men of a like mind and means with him. It 
is no •m•li mercy to be blessed with an ab
&0rbing desire to bless others. I cannot help 
believinl!" that this bes been a chief desire with 
me. "Lord, bless me, and make me a bless
ing." And though I am pent up here, and 
my bodily strength "° weakened in the way, 
yet next to my •oul's true intere<t in the 
blessed Redeemer is the joy of bearing of any 
poor wretch brought to His feet, there to 
learn how mighty is the grace, and bow full 
and tender is the mercy of Him "who will 
not break the bruised reed, nor quench the 
smoking tlax." Aud I know, too, dear 
brother, that if you can be a means of good 
to the souls of others, or wipe the tears of 

<!OITOW away, or make the widow's heart to 
sing for joy, or relieve the poor and needy, it 
is your heart'• desire, and true joy and 
delight. Ged bless you yet with l!"race and 
strength and mean• "° to do, acd I am sure 
you will unite with me in giving Him all the 
glory. Amen. 

"Haod-iD-be.nd with Jesae, 
Thas me.y you Journey on." 

From your afflicted and grateful brother, 
B.8AXER. 

Omo@'a of bis rli~com·~e, anrl. hi!II fAce ,:rlowc,T 
from the flro "-t,hln; lit.~ wor,fa droppe1I likeoll 
upon the tronbl('d wr1terR, nnrl the brr.thren 
i:tccn~crt to re.1c_h 1hc flre. Uy t.he Splrit'.c:1 power 
he lirted ns nght oi.1t of 011r.c:1plvcR n.nd we 
enjoyect R joy Rnrl prace In bt'l1evmg. it wafl not 
a. cry of peace. peace, when thore 18 no peace 
bnt H wn.!11 to thP ,~ord e.nd the te~timony: 
Spea.king tor myf-lelr, I retl the, Spirit'!\ po\'fer In 
such a manner I he.rl not P.njoycd ror AOtnA time 
The teit In the evening '"rt~ rrom the 7tl; 
cbA.pt('f of Luke, 4ith a11L1 48th vr,recs II Wherea 
fore 1 say unto thee-, her ~i11a wlltcll 'a.re mRDy 
a.refori;rlvcn.,for Ahc loved much but to whom 
liLtle i~ forgiven tbo same lovo1h llttle •" and 
"He said unto heri, thy sins e.re torglve

1

n." It 
took mf! back to t e time and pla.ce when the 
dear Lord assured me ormy forglvcnes!l, and my 
bC'a.rt. ](la.ped afresh at the sound. IL was not the 
minister's oratory, but hi~ simplicity, that 
secm_ed to tA.ke hold or us. At the close we asked 
him 1f he would come again the next Lord's-day 
but he i;.ald he was en~a.ged to preo.cb at Ha.ye~ 
Tabernacle on that day, but proml•ed he would 
come again any time we mlgl.it want him 
May the Lord go with him &nd bless him o.ban: 
dantly is tbe desire of a weakling ia tbe faith. 
-E. E .. Tw1okPnh1m. 

Our iit'amlrstones. 
THE LATE MR. ROBERT BANKS. 

It is.with indescribable feelings of deep grief 
we tins month ann,mnce the de&th of our In
tensely beloved son, Mr. Robert Banks, so me.ny 
years the pub It.her of this moothly, and the late 
successful secretary of the Surrey Tabernacle 
Be'!efit Society. He h&d been mysteriously 
afflicted ever Mnce the loss of hi~ most precious 
wife. He then said,'' Father, my back is broken. 
I shall never bo a man any more.'' Everv means 
was used; but, ro.ther i-:uddenly, he sunk under 
the stroke on Sunday, Dece~ber 20, 1885, in tbe 
55th year of his age, leavmg one eon e.nd fonr 
e1:cellent daughters to weep over the loss of one 
of the most eJfccttonate and careful of fathers. 
Before his departure, in seasons of quiP-tude, he 
was heard repeating, "Rock of Ages." and 
Psa. xxiii., and Jn a calm, peaceful, and bopeful 
frame or mind. he breathed bis last. We feel 
&n::x:ious to review his life if we n.re spo.red. Now 
we can only eay, "The will of the Lord be done." 

Benjamin Hickson, died November 20, 1885, 
aged 5.5 year~. For over five long years he dear 
man, b.e.s been confined in bed from o.n acc'ident 
he received in the suburbs of London when he 
worked up there. I bo.~ vleited blm numbers or 
timei;i, and sat with him hours in his bedroom. 
and was with him the evening or the night he 
died, and bis end was peace. 1 asked him if be 
was res1gned, and he said, 1

' Yea, yes," and 
breathed e. abort prayer. He was baricd on 
Monday in the City Cemetery, leaving a widow 
an<! family to mourn bi• loss.-Faitbfully yours 
in Jesu•, W. SIMPSON, 321:iinal Bank, Lincoln. 

" Tbe me111ory of the j UBt ls blessed." Oar 
mucb esteemed Chd~tian brother William 
Blackwell, for many Jee.rs a. conBi~tent and 
energe1ic deacon in connecLion with the Churcb 
of Uhrist at Carmel Chapel, WcsLbourne·etreet, 
J'Jmlico, now nnder tbe pastoral care of Mr. J. 
Parnell, paesell lato eteroal rcet on Nov. 9, 1886, 
at tbe ripe age or 77 years. He was indeed e 
bright example of a true follower ot Ubrlst to 
all around. His farewell tesLimony was,'' For I 
know that my Jtedcemer JiVl•th." 

Our long ,e.lucd a.ud much esteemed brother 
How, who ha• for many yee.r.; fe.itbfully served the 
Church e.s dcacou, al .t'rov1dence ~!rith, rested 
from bi• labours the 16th December, and he.s 
entered into rest. 

TEDDINGT0N.-In consequence of the in
disposition of our dear pastor. Mr. Everard, 
Mr. Pratt, of Cle.plle.m, pree.cl.iea for us on the 
l~tb, ai,d although a etranger e.fter the flesh to 
e.11 of ll.13, we soon found we were familiar in 
spirit. His iext iD tbc morning w&s the 
2 Epistle of Corintbiaua, cbap. v .. 20Lb and 21st 
verses, ·• Now tben we are amba.ijsadors f(,r 
Cbri.at, aa thoug!J God did beeneth yon by u•. we 
pray }'OU In ChriBI ·• Ktead be ye reconciled to 
God; tor lie bath made Him to be sin for u, 
who koew no Bin, 1h&t we m 1gbt be me.de tbe 
rigbt.euuaneee of God in Him.'' It was a season 
ol refreshing; hi• heart seemed filled with the 
love of tbe Master. C,'hrlet w&e the Alpha and 

ERRATUM.-Tbe third line of tbe second verse 
ot the poem on p. 375 i11 Dec.KV. •bould read 
' 1 Gloom which &lJ tl.ie sorrowing know." 



"DEl!:P in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill, 

He treasures up His bright designs, 
And works His sovereign will." 

NOBLY defiant, sternly, awfully solemn, and unalterably sure, in 
the front and face of all opposing powers, stands that divine 

decree, that immensely expressive declaration,-
" My eounsol shall stand, and I will do all M'!i_ pleasure." 

" My counsel ! " It applies to the whole world, to the one Chureh 
in all ages, to each and to every individual. The under-currents of 
Providential working are not seen by us blind mortals until the issue 
appears. How surprised I was when I first read J oseph's comforting 
words, "It was God that sent me before yon to provide for you." How 
alarmed when I read the Lord's leaving Job in Satan's hands, "He is 
in thy hands, only touch not his life." How foll of mystery to me were 
Jehovah's words to Pharaoh: '' For this same purpose have I raised 
thee up," etc. 

Angels, devils, men, a.nd all, 
Before the great Jehovah fa! I. 

Each his mission must perform, 
Some in sunshine, some in storm. 

·one of ruy night companions, Mr. Reflection, gave me recently a 
march and a meditation among the tombs. He took me to the many 
graves where the dust of all my children lay, who have been taken from 
me, and my other near and dear ones. Oh, what scenes of sorrow! 
what seasons of heart-rending distress I saw I had been brought 
through! The noble, the honourable, the easy-going gentlemen, who 
never had chick nor child to lose, may well laugh at a poor, bereaved 
one, like myself ; but I will not stop around these graves now. 

There have been many "unfathomable mines " in my little journey, 
which I never could understand. The late John Foreman once publicly 
summed up the mystery then being made a market of to rnin me 
completely, when he said, I "must be either a rogue or a fool." But 
he knew nothing of the matter, or he would not have dared to stand in 
his pulpit and utter such an unqualified verdict. " A fool" I may have 
been-ever willing to help any in distress; but "a rogue" I never was. 
I once rode in a Great Eastern from Shoreditch to Cambridge with that 
late most devoted Gospel worker of those days. I mean Mr. John 
Foreman; for he was a profound and great preacher. On the journey 
referred to, the fluent John Foreman entertained me with an elaborate 
description of 

" THE LITTLE WONDER,'' 

then springing up. I found he was very careful not to lay hands too 
suddenly on any man. But the phrenologists tell you there is " a fatal 
bump'' on some persons' heads, which leads them to form a wrong 
judgment of other people, and often does much mischief. 

'VOLUMII: XLil,-FEBBUABY. 1886. D 
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When great men IN A POSITION make their own eyes and ears the 
only scales in which to weigh men; and when falsehoods, or truth 
twisted round to mean a misrepresentation, when from those abstract 
scales alone the judgment is formed, and the sentence is pronounced, 
then woe be to the poor dog! Rang him out of the way. The old 
adage is still in force, " A lie will go round the world before TRUTH 
can get her boots on." I have found truth will prevail. I confess 
before the Lord that I am a sinner. Some would eay-a soft sinner
I will say,-

•• Black, I to the Fountain fly! 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die I" 

I commenced last month a brief notice of the American orator's 
declaration, that " tlu moral estimate" ( or element) had . advanced so 
far that the people would not bear 

"THE OLD THEOLOGY." 
That means, the people have become so much better than people were, 
that they will not now have God's revealed way of salvation; but on 

THE NEW STEAM ENGINE, EVOLUTION, 

man will work himself up into a meetness for heaven; and the new 
song, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed ns," etc., will be abolished. 

0, what awful presumption thus to attempt to overthrow the 
sovereignty of God! The priesthood of Christ! And all the grand 
fundamental principles of the Gospel! 

The new and gifted Editor of the Gospel Standard says, " The 
Church of England is now rotten to the core." Kind Mr. Dennett, I 
saw that sentence written, and heard it roared out before you was born, 
it may be. It is a trite, a stale, old missle. Of course, Mr. Dennett 
has proved the truth of the assertion before he wrote it. I will not 
controvert the statement. But, if any man will come into my study, I 
will show him that, for 300 years at least, God has mercifully kept some 
good salt in the Church of England; hence, she lives, although there 
are things in her I do not understand, for I know not where the core 
is. I only ask two questions:-First, Is not the rot at the root of many 
of the Nonconformist systems? Secondly, Although such men as Mr. 
Philpot, Mr. Tryon, and some hundreds more, have left the Establishment, 
still, there are within her some of the very best of men yet. Look at Dr. 
Doudney, Mr. Battersby, and many more. We know not why some 
good men leave the Church; nor do I know why many good men stop 
iu it. Was there ever a very much better man than the late Dr. 
Robert Hawker, of Plymouth! I think the blessed doctor had a good 
conscience. 

WHEN HE DIBD, 
the gentleman "'.ho was appointed to s~cceed him, refused to stand 
in the same pulpit Dr. Hawker had stood m for so many years. A new 
one must be erected; but, before it was finished (a gentleman told me, 
when I was near the grave of the late doctor), the cholera took the 
newly appointed vicar from time altogether. Let us beware how we 
touch one of God's ~nointed messengers. 

I have turned away from my original intention here. Jnst a word 
now on that soul comforting privilege, 
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"READING YOUR TITLE CLEAR.'' 

For many years when I heard that hymn so freely snng,
" When I cim read my title clear," 

the appeal to my soul would come up, " When did you read your title 
clear?" I would silently answer," NEVER!" 

I could, I can, I must believe JESUS called me. Never could I 
throw that precious persuasion away! Nevertheless, such dreadful 
clouds have, at times, overshadowed me, that nothing bat darkness 
could I feel. Even lately, I have been saying," The sorrows of death 
compassed me! The pains of bell gat hold upon me. l found trouble 
and sorrow." Oh, yes! soul trouble, chapel trouble, family trouble, 
yea, from every quarter troubles poured in. Thaaj{s be unto the 
Great Friend I can add, 

"THEN CALLED I O:N" THE :N"AME OF THE LORD.'' 

Now, there is a mysterious dispensation in the economy of salvation 
which we never, scarcely, hear a word about: it is, 

THE ANGELIC MINISTRATION. 

I have often asked myself, '' Who, so silently, so indelibly, wrote such 
.and such words on my heart, that they have never been erased or 
forgotten?" Ah! who? In my solitary hours of late, two expressive 
sentences have come into my soul. First, when anxious fears tossed 
me about, it was as Lhongh a hand was put down flat on my bed, and a 
secret voice said: 

" ALL IS SETTLED! " 

Meaning," Be quiet." I wondered what was settled? Way, the be
ginning and the ending of thy soul's salvation. See the beginning
" Your life is hid with Christ in God." See the ending or perfecting. 
·" And when Christ, who is oar Life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear "-Oh, my soul, look at it- • • 

"WITH HIM IN GLORY." 

All that is settled! The most definite expression was this: I did not 
make it. I will not add one word to it. When in the valley, as I 
thought, when lovingly asking the Lord to come and speak to my sonl, 
then there came an internal whisper: "I have loved You" (not thee) 
·, with an everlasting love. Not because of anything in you, but 
because My Father gave you to Me before the world began." There I 
siw my title alone did stand. God's gift of my soul-with millions of 
others-unto His well-beloved Son. 

You say yon cannot go so far back to read it. Nay, but there is a 
chain of mercies following the first. Did the Father give as to Christ? 
Then Christ gave Himself for us, and to us. The blessed Spirit reveals 
Him to His own, and they gladly receive Him. Our title to glory lays 
in being given to Christ, and in Him we are hidden for ever. I must not 
say more. I am still the servant of the Saviour. 

CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 

\l, Bac.bury-road, South Hackney, January, 1886. 
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THE LATE MR. T. STEED OF STEPNEY. 

MR. THOMAS STEED was known to most of our readers in the 
J metropolis as well as in the provinces, not only as a minister of 
the truth, but as a staunch defender of those principles which constitute 
the distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel, in the advocacy of which 
he was undaunted; no circumstance, whether re,•el'l!e or otherwise, ever 
diverted his mind from these gracious New Testament truths. TheM 
was at times, a rich and racy manner in his expression, which gave some 
force to the sentences that fell from his lips while dilating upon the 
varied experiences of God's living family, and told distinctively of his 
being a native of the Emerald Isle, of which fact he often referred to 
with pleasure. 

Mr. Steed was born in County Antrim, near to Belfast, in the year 
1817; he was brought up in the Church of England, and attended 
regularly to the services and ceremonies belonging to the Establish
ment. In dne time he was" confirmed,'' and as soon as the bishop put 
his hands npon the head of Thomas Steed, a solemn feeling seized bis 
mind, and directly the service was over, he ran ont of the Chnrch and 
never more entered its portals. After this he was the subject of a very 
long, severe, and irying state of mind, as to the eternal welfare of his 
never-dying sonl. Eventually be was led to hear Mr. Fleming, a Pres
byterian of his native town, where he was set at liberty by the applica
tion through the grace of the Holy Spirit of the words: "Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that bath no money; come 
ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk, without money and 
without price." The last clause of this verse was more specially sealed. 
home to his heart, and soon after he had a burning desire to 

" Tell to sinners round, 
What a dear Saviour he had found." 

It was not long before he was preaching occasionally in his native, 
village, in Belfast, and other places round where he resided. His 
anxiety for proclaiming the truth of the Gospel increased, and arrange
ments were made for him to leave the land of his nativity. He came 
to London and joined the City Mission, when he bad opportunities 
of hearing Mr. James Wells, under whose ministry his mind was 
more enlightened in reference to election, predestination, and other 
doctrines set forth in the Word of God, which are generally despised by 
the more fashionable and well-to-do folk. But these truths were burnt 
more deeply into his heart, and with all the fire which was native to 
him be went forth blowing the trumpet, giving out a certain sound. 

In coarse of time he had to leave the London City Mission. He 
then sought the service and influence of the Editor of the EARTHEN 
VESSJ<.:L, who sent him to various places, till he got settled at "Reho
both,'' Shadwell. The railway requiring the chapel, the Church moved 
to Wellesley-street, Stepney, where he laboured on constantly, with many 
ups and downs, for about twenty years. 

Suffering from an internal complaint, at his own . request he was 
taken to the London Hospital on December 10, 1885, where the medical 
staff advised him to stay; and, after undergoing several painful opera
tions, he succumbed to the last enemy on December 25, at 11 o'clock at 
night, and thus entered that rest which is prepared for all who are 
brought to love the Lord Jel!us Christ in sincerity and truth. 
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It wae hie privilege, in October last, to haptize eeven, among whom 
were his yonngeet daughter and her husband. Oar brother Steed was 
also favoured with a good help-meet, a devoted partner, with whom he 
held sweet fellowship in spiritual things; and Thomae often said he did 
not believe there was a more highly favoured and happy conple in all 
the world. There is a widow, two sons, and two daughters leh, with 
the Church, to mourn his lose. 

THE FUNERAL 
took place Friday, January 1, when the remains were taken into Reho
both Chapel, Wellesley-street, Stepney, where Mr. Beazley commenced 
the service by giving out hymn 991, Denham's-"Why should we 
shrink at Jordan's flood?-"-and read Job xiv., dwelling upon the 
words, "And where is he?" He (the late Mr. S.) was a Christian, so 
he he.a gone to be with Jesus; the tenant be.a left the tenement; i:ve 
have before us the mud-we.II cottage, the jewel is gone to its rest. 
Jesus said, "I am the Resurrection and the life;" the grand matter of 
redemption ii! life; our brother lived before he died; now, though he is 
dead, be liveth for evermore. How sta.nds matters with us? Paul 
said, " For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God," &c. Do we dare to come to 
such a solemn conclusion as this? Spirituality is not a mere excite
ment, neither is there anything inherent in a fallen son of Adam, none 
can reveal these things to a poor soul but God the Holy Ghost. Paul 
was very tenacious for the honour of bis Master, and so he says: "All 
things are of God." Oh, there is a sweet cordial between the covers of 
the Bible to suit the case of all His children, and especially suitable 
to you as a Church, to the widow, the children, and all who suffer 
under this bereaving dispensation ; what more could He say than 
this, "All things are yours, ye are Christ's?" How these blessed 
troths help us in times of trial. Onr brother could well say with dear 
Paul, "By the grace of God I am what I am." Religion is a grand 
and glorious reality, it did our brother no harm, it helps us to say, 
"It is well." It had been an awful thing if our brother had been 
left to his Adam nature; but, thanks be to God, he is gone to heaven; 
he had two births, but only one death. Heaven is worth dying 
for; it is not death, friends, it is falling asleep in Jesus. I love the 
expression, "We shall see Him," we shall all see an individual Christ, 
"whom I shall see for myself." The Lord Himself will come presently, 
and call for us, and sometimes we feel we don't care how soon. Every 
Christian bears the image of his Lord (1 Cor. xv. 49), we regret it is in 
so small a degree; if there is one thing the Christian desires more than 
another, it is to be conformed to his Master. 

Mr. Beazley then offered a few remarks on .Acts xi. 24: "For he 
was a good man;'' and proceeded to say, If there is one Scripture in 
the Book more applicable to our brother than another, it is this. 
Thomas Steed was a good man-that is, a godly man, a regenerated 
man, a man that had to do with heaven. Christians have to do with 
heaven on earth. What the departed was, he was by the grace of God; 
if he was here, he would not wish us to eulogise him; be would say, Put 
the crown on my Master. He was a transparent man, you could see 
right through him. If he was to come here in his glorified costume, 
we could have no affinity with him. His ransomed spirit is at rest; he 
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ie only put down a station or two before us, we are on t.he same line. 
He is gone to bis own company. His companions here were God's people, 
none others would suit him; he is now with those in heaven with· 
whom he held sweet converse on earth. I have seen his face shine while 
speaking of God's love. His faith was unshaken in the truths of .the 
Gospel; there was no equivocation with dear Thomas Steed about the 
glorious and distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel. He is now in heaven, 
not as a minister, but a11 a sinner saved by sovereign grace. He was a 
man of faith; blessed is the man that can trust God in the dark. He 
delighted to glorify the God of his salvation, in private as well as in public. 
"What do yon and I know of these solemn matters ? It is customary 
in our day for people to run to chapel, but have we been translated, do 
we know anything about redeeming grace and dying love? Happy is 
that people whose God is the Lord. "Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord." May the Lord have mercy on us, and sanctify this 
bereavement, to us; it is a knock at our door, and we know not bow 
soon the execution may be pat in the house. The great apostle said, 
"I die daily;" and when the time came, be only had to gather up hi11 
feet into his bed and go home. 

Mr. Beazley then commended Church, widow, children, and friends 
to God most solemnly in prayer, and the funeral cortcge wended its way 
to Bow Cemetery, where at 

THE GRAYE, 

in a few brief words, be (Mr. B.) said: Dear friends, we are brought to 
a solemn place this afternoon, the place for all living, and so we have 
brought the mortal remains of onr departed brother to the grave, and 
we consign them to its custody, in sure 2.nd certain hope of a glorious 
resurrection to eternal life. We may look into the grave and eay, it is 
a most uncomfortable lodge for a heir of glory; but this is only the 
casket, the jewel is gone to the God who gave it; and so we look into 
this cold cavern and say, Farewell, brother Thomas Steed, it will not be 
long before some, yea, ell of us, we hope, will be with you, and then we 
shall unite with yon in singing:-" Unto Him that loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in His own blood, and bath made us kings and priests 
unto God, and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever." 

Till then, Thomas, farewell, farewell! 
Mr. Holden concluded the service with prayer. Amonl? those who 

were present we noticed Messrs. Maryon, Noyes, Killick, J. Mote, Wire, 
James Lee, W. H. Lee, George Pocock, G. Poyton, Bennett, Bou!Lon, 
Potter. 

J. w. B. 
THE FINAL YICTORY. 

OUTLINES OF A FUNERAL SERMON PREACHED BY T. STRINGER, AT 
REHOBOTH CHAPEL, WELLESLEY-STREET, STEPNEY, ON LORD'S DAY 
EVENING, JANUARY 3, 1886, OCCASIONED BY THE DEATH OF MR. T. 
STEED, THE PASTOR. 

"To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me, in My throne."
Rev. iii. 21. 

THE people of God are all denominated saints, believers, Christians, 
disciples. etc., but on the present solemn occasion I shall view 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 43 

our departed brother in the character of a soldier a warrior. Consider 
(1) the soldier's victory; (2) the Saviour's grant.' For many years he 
had been enlisted in the service of the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
He was accoutred with what the apostle terms " the whole armour of 
God" (Eph. vi. 18), etc., so that he was well equipped in his warlike 
panoply, and had for many years been trained by the Holy Spirit in 
the art of spiritual warfare and the use of arms, and understood, to 
some degree, sword exercise, and was a valiant, Gospel, military man. 
I shall notice his conflict, conquest, and coronation. A soldier's life, 
literally, is a life of toil, labour, hardship, and exercise; rough roads to 
travel, heavy burdens to bear, powerful enemies to encounter, with 
difficulties too numerous to mention. Paul said to Timothy, " Thon 
therefore endure hardness ( or affliction) as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 
Notice, then, his conflict with all the innate corruptioM, depravity, and 
vileness of his own sinful nature, with which he was, as a regenerated 
man, a perpetual warrior. All the Lord's people are soldiers of the 
cross, and engaged in this war ; but he, like all faithful ministers, was 
not an ordinary, but an extraordinary soldier; he was a general, a 
commander in the army in a subordinate way, under the Captain of his 
salvation, King Jesus. The regiment over which he was general and 
to which he belonged was the Strict Baptists, and he never deserted hii 
colours, nor lowered bis standard, to please anyone; but always aimed 
to profit all. Then his conflict with the world, its deceptions, delusions, 
and vanities, evils and abominations. Again, his conflict with 
heresiarchs, errors, superstitions, and all false doctrines; also his conflict 
with Satan, his Satanic devices, assaults, and insinuations, all of which 
he showed no quarter; and if he was not at all times enabled to fight 
the Lord's battles, through faintness (like David's men at the brook 
Besor), he still abode by the stuff, nor could any move him. Then, 
again, he was no stranger to severe conflicts with doubts and fears, 
unbelief, and the plague of his heart. Dr. Watts sings,-

" Hell and thy sins resist thy course, 
But hell and sin are vanquished foes : 

Thy Jesus nail'd them to the cross, 
And sang the triumph when He rose." 

" Must I be carried to the skies 
On flowery beds of ease; 

While others fought to win the prize, 
And snil'd through bloody seas?" 

No, brethren! Like our departed brother, all the soldiers will have to 
fight the good fight of faith down to our last breath; but the final 
victory is certain, as with brother Steed. Second, his conquest. 
Doubtless you are familiar with the Scriptures, and perceive how the 
Lord has always been on His people's side. In Gen. xiv., how the 
Lord gave Abram, with his little army, victory over the kings. In 
Exod. xvii., He gave His people victory over the Amalekites; He also 
gave Hie people the conquest, or victory, over Sihon, king of the 
Amorites, Og, king of Bashan and Balak, king of Moab, with all their 
armies. He also gave Joshua the conquest over all the kings and 
kingdoms of Canaan. He gave Gideon, with his small army, the 
conquest over the great host of Midianites. David obtained the victory 
over the Philistines and all other Powers that came against him, which 
caused him to say, "Though an host should encamp against me, yet 
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will I not fear." He gave Hezekiah the vi~tory over Sennaoherib and 
all bis army. Again, in 2 Cbron. xiv., He gave Asa the conqttest over 
Zerah and his powerful arrny; in chap. xx. He gave Jehoshaphat the 
victory over the Ammonites, Moe.bites, and all their allies, and said to 
.Joshua, "Ye shall not need to fight in this battle; for the battle is not 
yours, but the Lord's. Then they returned to Jerusalem with music 
songs, and triumph." Well might the apostle say, viewing our varion~ 
conflicts and campaigns, " In all these thinge we are more than 
conquerors, through Him that loved us." Watts sings,-

., Then let my soul march boldly on, 
Press forward to the heavenly gate; 

There peace and joy eternal reign, 
And glittering robes for conquerors wait. 

When sin and hell their force unite, 
He makes my soul His care, 

Instructs me to the heavenly fight, 
And guards me through the war. 

A Friend and Helper so divine, 
Does my weak courage raise, 

He makes the glorious vict'ry mine, 
And His shall be the praise." 

Third, bis coronation. Our departed brother has thrown off hie 
armour, laid aside hie sword and shield for other warriors to use; he 
has entered into the joy of his Lord, and is in the possession of hie 
triple crown-of life, righteousness, and glory. His ten days of tribu
lation are over; he fought the good fight, be kept the faith, and now is 
a crowned victor, like the Roman generals, who were presented with a 
crown as a m&rk of honour, on obtaining a victory. Our brother was 
faithfnl nnto death, and now wears bis unfe.ding crown. 

2. The Saviour's grant. "To sit with Me in My throne." Not 
merely with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and the noble army of 
martyrs, bnt with Me "in My throne," shall be partner with Me of 
My throne, as a mark of distinguished honour, My grant of special 
favour to thee and all My faithful servants. It implies rest. "Blessed 
are the dead that die in the Lord ; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 
rest from their labonr, and their works do follow them." 

Orders were issued to call our brother, ae a faithful servant and a 
victorious soldier, home to bead-quarters, to enjoy repose and rest for 
ever. It also implies dignity. All that was mortal bas returned to 
the earth, and his emancipated, redeemed, immortal soul, is dignified 
with a seat by his Saviour's side, on Hie eternal throne. Then, again, 
exaltation. "In Thy righteousness shall they be exalted." Our 
departed brother was arrayed in that costume, the righteousness of 
Christ, "made meet for the inheritance of the saints in light," and has 
"entered into the King's palace." Oh, glorious change for him ! 
Exalted, lifted up, as one who, like all the soldiers of the croBB, over
came Satan and all bis emiRsaries by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony waxed valiant in fight, and turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens. Like Gad, our brother Steed overcame at the 
last, and is now glorified. Who can tell what it is to be glorified? It 
is to be all glorious; in a glorious place, with a glorious assembly, and 
in company with a glorious God, world without end, to sing Hie glorious 
praises, shouting with celestial voices, " Glory to God and the Lamb 
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for ever." "Whom He called, them He also justified; and whom He 
justified, them He also glorified." The Apostle says, "If so be that we 
suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together; " and " I will 
glorify the house of My glory, saith the Lord." The millions of 
conquerors enthroned with Christ unitedly and unanimously sing, 
"Thanks be unto God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Watte singe,-

" Once they were mourning here below, 
And wet their couch with tears ; 

They wrestle bard, as we do now, 
With sins, and doubts, and fears. 

I ask'd them whence their vict'ry came, 
They,. with united breath, 

Ascrib'd their conquest to the Lamb, 
Their triumph to His death." 

We hope, ere long, to join the triumphant choir, and swell our great 
Deliverer and Conqueror's praise for ever, who triumphed gloriously 
over sin, Satan, death, and hell. 

"'Tis finished, said His dying breath, 
And shook the gates of hell." 

Oar departed brother's bliss is complete, his happiness consummated, 
and his joy perfected for ever, where there is " fnlness of joy and 
pleasures for evermore." " Everlasting joys shall be on their heads, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away;" and that which constitutes 
oar departed brother's bliss complete, happiness consummated, and joy 
perfected, is in being with Christ and like Him, with the enjoyment of 
ati uninterrupted, unclouded, full vision of God and the Lamb for ever. 
May we be found ready as he was, obtain the victory as he did, be 
enthroned with Christ as he is, and so shall we be " for ever with the 
Lord.'' Amen. 

" Oar brother's gone to worlds above, 
On wings of everlasting love, 

His joyful spirit's fled ; 
He trusted in His Saviour's blood, 
He lives before the throne of God, 

Though number'd with the dead." 

ONE WHO w AS THERE. 

MY FAVOURITE SEVEN.-I.-In the fields of nature are thrown open 
to view the VISIBLE WORKS OF GoD. Gentlemen called astronomers, 
explorers, engineers, and others, have told us some things they have 
discovered. II.-In the Book-the Bible-yon may read THE MIND OF 
Gon. III.-In the di~pensation of the Gospel may be seen, by en
lightened eyes, THE MYSTERY OF GoD. IV.-In the living soul's 
experiences of the saving grace of God, may be seen and felt, something 
of THE MERCY OF GoD. V.-In the fulfilment of the promises may be 
seen THE FAITHFULNESS OF GoD. VI.-In the chastisements of the 
children may be seen the rod of God. VIL-All who are welcomed 
into heaven will see much of THE GLORY OF GoD.-A feather-bed 
skeleton-C. W. B. 

THE first part of a Memoir of Ebenezer Jacob, and an interesting 
letter from our brother Joseph Knights, in Canada, will appear in our 
March number. E 
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THE LATE MR. ROBERT BANKS. 
A FATHER.'B NOTE, 

As I calmly reflect upon the whole life of my dee.r e.nd deeply•loved 
son, Robert Ba.nks, my bee.rt will melt, my tee.re will flow. I must say, he 
we.s such an inst&nce of earnest industry, &8 causes my gratitude to God to 
o.riBe most truly. I would th&nk God that all my sons, who have been 
spltl'ed unto me, have reached positions of respectability and usefulness. 
George Waters Bank!!, baptized by me at Unicorn Yard, was more of a 
literary turn. He was early oonnected with The City Pi-ess, under Mr. W. 
H. Collingridge. He was well-known in the City Corporation for years. 
He died at forty-two, by 11, medical error. A heavy stroke for me. John 
Waters Banks, after working like a slave in printing the early numbers of 
THE EARTHEN VESSEL, went into the establishment of Messrs. Smith and 
Son, in the Strand. But Robert was always, more or less, under his 
father's -wing. 

One fine Summer's afternoon, in June, 1831, on going from the printing 
office to No. 12, Union-street, Canterbury, to my tea, the nurse cried out, 
"Another fine boy, master! " We called him Robert Young Banks, after 
his uncle, but the "Young" slipped out; hence he was called plain 
"Robert Banks." And, to my m_ind, a prettier, more engaging, or willing 
and cheerful little fellow, I never saw. At the age of fourteen he com
menced to learn the art of composing types, and he persevered incessantly, 
I might add, much: he was a successful worker, but he did not live to 
enjoy the fruit of his labours. One son, Mr. Robert Fergusson Banks, has 
providentially been provided, who is ably conducting the business, with 
the assistance of a thoroughly good sister. We pray God to bless and 
prosper them. As regards the salvation of his soul, he was too reserved to 
say much; but occasionally, when alone, he would tell me how well he 
had heard Mr. A. A. Taylor, when he was at the Surrey Tabernacle; also 
Mr. Cornwell, of Bruton, and others. I am his sorrowful, bereaved father, 

January, 1886. C. W. BANKS. 
The following letter is from his brother Charles : -

BELOVED FATKER,-This is Saturday evening, January 2, 1886. I have 
just finished writing a batch of copy, and I feel disposed to submit a few 
words to you. I am thinking of last Saturday-that is, the day succeediBg 
Chri5tmas, the great festival of the Nativity. Last Saturday we took to 
the sepulchre all that was mortal of dear Robert. It was a gloomsome 
day. Nature was not only seemingly sullen, but dark, dank, cold, and cheer
less! There, on the top of the hill in Nunhead Cemetery, surrounded by 
his family and a large company of friends, was committed to the ground 
the body of our dear brother Robert, " in sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change 
our vile body, that it may be like unto His glorious body, according to the 
mighty working whereby He is able to subdue all things to Himself." 

" The languishing head is at rest I " 
That Rock of Ages-the very sound of whose blessed Name lightened up 
and brightened his countenance just before the dear departed passed away
mercifully gave the strength according to the day. And that same strength 
can be vouchsafed to those who mourn for him who has been taken up higher. 

" Does sadness fill the mind 1 
A solace here I find, 

May Jesus Christ be praised: 

My comfort still is this, 
Or fades my earthly bliss 1 I 

May Jesus Christ be praised. 

The nilj!;ht becomes as day, 
When from the heart we say, 

May Jesus Christ be praised: 
The powers of darkness fear 
When this sweet chant they hear, 

May Jesus Obrist be praised. 
Iu heaven's eternal bliss, 
The loveliest strain is this, 

May Jesus Christ be praised." 
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There appeared the least of all signs of anything like Summer on that 
Saturday afternoon, December 26 ; but we know that this very spot in a few 
months' time will blossom with loveliness, and the air will be filled with 
merry songsters. And so-and the change will be scarcely greater-will 
the Spring-time visit the tombs here! Il~siir_qam might be placed on every 
11epulchre. There can be no doubt of this, because 

"Wondrous sound the trumpet flingeth, 
Through earth's sepulchres it ringeth, 
All before the throne it bringeth. 
Death is struck, and nature quaking, 
All creation is awaking, 
To its Judge an answer making." 

So tho.t as surely as the scene of that sullen, dark 26th December, 1885, 
shall in a few months be transformed into glorious Su1Pmer, so shall the 
resurrection morning come, and that, too, at the appointed hour. St.John 
the Divine, amidst the lonesomeness and dreariness of Patmos, said, "After 
this I beheld, and, lo! a great multitude which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindred, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hauds." 

" Hark! the sound of holy voices 
Chanting at the crystal sea, 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

Patriarch and holy prophet, 

Alleluia., Lord, to Theel 
:Multitude which none can number, 

Like the stars in glory stands, 
Clothed in white apparel, holding 

Palms of victory in their hands. 

Who prepare<l the way of Christ, 
King, Apostle, Saint, Confessor, 

Martyr, and Evangelist, 
Saintly maiden, godly matron, 

Widows who have watched to prayer 
Joined in holy concert, singing 

To the Lord of all, are there. 

Now they reign in heavenly glory, 
Now they walk in golden light, 

Now they drink, as from a river, 
Holy bliss and infinite; 

Love and peace they taste for ever, 
And all truth and knowledge see 

In the beatific vision 
Of the bles9ed Tr'°ity." 

Were it not for these· grand truths, the grave 11,Ild the "last enemy that 
shall be destroyed" were gloomy, dreadful giants indeed! But nothing 
can shake the credo of the Church. Christ toppled over the Roman 
universal reign of moral darkness; when children of luxury, boys and 
girls laughed at the tortw-e of human captives writhing in agonies of death 
on the sand, torn by the teeth of lions. When our Lord came on that first 
Chrie.tmas, some 1885 years ago, there was the beginning of the end to all 
that was dark and deathly. l<'rom .that hour when the shepherds heard 
the herald angels sing, right on to this day, we have been going on to the 
great resurrection morning. Dull Decembers are to give place to Summer 
flowers. So we left our dear brother Robert's frame in the grave, knowing 
that ere long-for a thousand years in Thy sight are but as yesterday when 
it is past-it shall rise again without ache or pain, a glorified body. To 
know that rest succeeds pain is to create a feeling of thankfulness and joy 
for him whom we loved. Onr laat word is the whisper of prayer-

" Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life, 
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife; 
Then, when Thy voice she.II bid our conflict cease, 
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace." Amen. 

Your affectionate son, 
CHARLES. 
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THE 
THE BEAUTY 

EXCELLENCIES 
OF THE 
OF "THE 

LORD; OH, 
WORD" CHRIST. 

THOUGHTS ON HEBREWS I. 3, 

BY J. HERBERT DEARSLY. 
'• Wbo being the brightness of glory, and the express image of His person." 

TO the Church of the Hebrews these words had instruction and 
consolation. They were analogous to and expository of the spirit 

of prophecy. God, who spake by the prophets of His favour and loving-
1..indness, now continues to speak by His Son. 

The glory is divine. In Immanuel that glory has expression and 
display. So does God speak and declare Himself. So is revelation 
made a great light that shines in darkness, but darkness comprehendeth 
it not. But glory, in the person of Christ, could not be hid; His 
brightness was as the light sending beams to dispel darkness. God 
shone in the face, or the presence of the Person of His only begotten 
Son to give the light of knowledge of Himself. 

There must be misgivings if glory be giYen to a created being; but 
Immanuel is "God with us," " God over all blessed for evermore." 
Glory and worship are rendered (for they are doe) to His name and 
person. He is honoured as is the Father. The esRence of divine glory 
dwells and bas manifestation in the Word made flesh, and it endures 
for ever; it can never decline, no cloud or mist can dim it. Oh, that 
the Spirit may change ns into that glory as imaged in Him. The 
eternal and glorious Christ is here; let us adore Him, and, seeing Him 
as He is, be glad to trace Him in " His ways that are everlasting " in 
past and fatnre; and in the incarnation that brings Him so near that 
we can say, "We have such an High Priest that can be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities." "Yet without sin." He dwelt with 
men, they beheld His glory, saw His miracles, and heard Him speak 
as none ever spake before. 

In this verse is the Gospel we desire to receive. It is of Christ. 
His essential Deity is declared-'' Who being." The scope of the 
epistle in the early part of it is to prove the greatness of Jesus in His 
personal and priestly relations with God and men. He was greater 
than angels, Adam, Moses, and Aaron. His equality with God is 
asserted and established. The author of this epistle is in harmony with 
the four Gospels. Here shines, incomparable, " the brightness of glory "• 
("his" is in italics). In Him as complex, or having two natures-the 
divine and human-is perfection, glory unsullied and eternal; and in Him 
divine glory is, and has revelation, it could nowhere else or otherwise. 
It is an eternal blot npon the princes of the world, darkness that now 
rests upon the Jews-" they crucified the Lord of glory." But while 
they had the veil, to the Gentiles the brightness shone in, and upon that 
face, and off it, and they who were darkness became light in the Lord. 
And this epistle proves that some Hebrews saw and believed in Jesus. 
"The express image of His (the Father's) person,"t a phrase which ought 

• Dr_ John Owen calls this the" light, lustre, majesty of glory." Dr. Clarke 
renders. "The resplendent outbeaming of the glory of God." 

t Wycliffe renders, "figure of His substance.'' Tyndale, Cranmer, and the 
Revised Version," The very image of Hie substance." The Geneva renders, "The 
engraved form of His person." Dr. Doddridge renders," The express delineation 
of His person;" and adds," on whom His likeness is enstamped in living characters 
in a manner which no created nature can admit." 
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to convince those who are willing to accept evidence resulting from seeing, 
hearing, and experience, and which cost much in loss and suffering. To 
support this confession of Christ's divinity we have the Father's expre~sed 
command," Hear Him;" and avowal of His dignity and deity," Thy 
throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever." We are surely right in receiving 
the witness of the God of truth, and swearing and confessing in accord 
wHh His holiness on the earth. The unity of the Father and Son is 
asserted and settled-" I and the Father are One.'' What the Theist 
may say and urge seals him as an antichrist; in denying the Son he 
denies the Father also, and he incurs the doom of blasphemers, for he 
makes God a liar. The brightest and fairest son of the morning was 
commanded to worship Qhrist, and all angels did adore and serve Him 
when He became incarnate. Surely it will be thought that they 
wori:1hipped the creature, and it may certainly be said they knew their 
Creator and Lord. Perhaps a very extended meaning may be attached 
to the text, " Seen of angels." If they saw and adored in glory the 
figure and very image of the substance, and the engraved form, or the 
express delineation of the Father, why, then, may not the words mean 
angelic vision, dealt with God, manifested in the flesh 7 Their spiritual 
look was insight that, by permission, saw; and they knew and identified 
God's equal in the Babe at Bethlehem, in the tempted one in the desert, 
and in the lone Sufferer by Kedron and Gethsemane. Angels have their 
desires as they look on the wonders of redemption; thus they learn the 
manifold wisdom of God. 

Deity cannot ,be seen by any man. Mortal eyes and intellect, 
however keen, are not permitted to make or fancy any likeness or image 
of God. The world never rightly knew God; but to see Jesus is vision 
of God resting and delighting. 

"Till God in human flesh I see, 
My thoughts no comfort find; 

The holy, just, and sacred Three 
.Axe terrors to my mind." 

The divine glories are insufferable apart from Christ, bat in Him 
they are spiritually discerned, and they are wonders. No one led of 
the Spirit will indulge fancy or revel in conceits. His glimpses of Jesus 
-0aase feeling that make him to own He is the only medium where 
divine glory bas display. The owned perfections of God are embodied 
in Immanuel-'' In Him dwelleth all the fnlness of the Godhead 
bodily. Faith believes the fact of the incarnate mystery, and asks no 
-explanation or demonstration bat what the Word gives. Believers 
adore and trust in Him in "whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge.'' The glory is spiritual, the effulgence is in the God
man, the brightness of divine glory. 

"Wisdom, power, righteousness, and love 
Shine in onr dying love." 

The beams that elsewhere are insufferably bright, terrifying and dis
tracting, gathered in Jesus give joy and peace, cause sanctity and true 
humility. 

"The more Thy glory strikes my eyes 
The humbler I shall lie; 

Thus while I sink, my joy shall rise 
!~measurably high." 
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Christ is eBBenti"llY glory-the glory of God revealed, the express 
im11oge of God wee in Christ. In ineffable sweetness and nearness Divine 
Majesty comes down to hold converse with men. A personal God is 
so~ght and foun~ nigh_ to all w:_ho call upon Him. . The Spirit bee.re 
w1tneBB, communmg with, and imparting to us semnble support, and 
we prove Him our Friend and Helper &s well as our Guide. In this 
seeing of Jesus we deal with a unique, express image sent to be the 
apostle of our profession, and the High Priest who introduces into the 
presence of God. Our trust in Christ has this blessedness-" We have 
access by one Spirit unto the Father." We see God not as an appalling 
and frowning Judge to keep us in awe and dread, but as the Father of 
our spirits and of all onr mercies, and the God of all comfort. Divine 
mercy and comfort enjoyed through Jesus are streams never failing. 

We do not humanise God, though we deal with Him in Christ. His 
Spirit and teaching forbid adoption of the fancies of vein imaginations. 
The clessic gives place to Christ-He is all in all. God's spirituality 
guides our worship, reins our fancie11. Receiving the words and 
Spirit of Christ is savonr that kills men to Judaic, Greek, and Roman 
ideas. The new creature in Christ finds old things pass away, and all 
things become new. The death of Christ is death unto death in a 
good sense. To be dead with Christ is the life of faith. To be 
righteous is more than being innocent as Adam was. 

Owning Christ lloB the express and unique image of the invisible, God 
sets us free from worldly and vain rites. We receive the Spirit of 
Christ, and bear His image, and sanctified and justified, are being 
prepared unto glory. It is a good exchange to have the eternal instead 
of the transient. The kingdom that cannot be moved, received, has 
eternities and heavenlies that are justly preferred to mere passing shows. 
"Our God is a consuming fire." Christ's death is in everlasting 
operation as to its efficacy, and the ardour His love creates will sustain 
undying devotions, and the issue will be the magnifying of Christ in 
the bodies of the elect through all the ages. 

Clapton. 

THE GOSPEL SEA. 
A Sl!:B.M:ON PREACHED BY MR. T. STRINGER, AT THE SURREY TABER

NACLE, ON LORD'S-DAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 22, 1885. 
"One sea, and twelve oxen under it." -2 Chron. iv. 15. 

W E have not time, I perceive, for what is called an exordium, or 
preliminary observations, or we might range through the whole

Jewish Tabernacle recorded in the Book of Exodus, and we might also 
roam through Solomon's Temple, with which my text stands connected, 
and through the last nine chapters of the prophecy by Ezekiel, which 
gives yon a beautiful, a brilliant, and a blessed account of a certain city 
and '.Temple. Our time would be well spent in wandering through 
those temples, surveying the beauty thereof, the splendid decorations, 
the furniture, and the glory in its various forms; but we must not 
occupy our time in so doing. Our text claims our attention. Oh, how 
short time is to talk about things that are eternal! 

In our text we have three things very prominent:-
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1. THE BEA. 
2. THE OXEN. 
8. THEIR. POSITION. 

First, there will be the sea. 11 One sea, and twelve oxen under it." 
The things contained in the Temple are instrnctive and edifying, and 
we read just now that " all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, " thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works." If that be true ( which it is), our text 
is given by the inspiration of God, and contains profitable information. 
May the Lord, by His blessed Spirit, help us into the enjoyment of it. 
The ssa. Now, we believe that Solomon's Temple was a noble and 
grand type of our glorious Redeemer in His two natures,. the man and 
the God united in the one mysterious Person, J escls, the Saviour of 
sinners. We believe also that Solomon's Temple was a beautiful type 
of the Church; and believing these things to be so, in surveying the 
temple, and looking at the Person of Jesus, we must say with the 
apostle," In Him dwelleth all the falness of the Godhead bodily; " also 
with the Psalmist, respecting the Church, in Psa. xiv., "The King's 
daughter is all glorious within." I love Dr. Watts, and shall do so to 
the last hour of my life. He says:-

" Is He a temple? I adore 
The indwelling majesty and power; 
And still to His most holy place, 
Whene'er I pray, I'll tum my face." 

We cotne back to the sea for a few moments. The word, sea, is bat 
a little one, a monosyllable. It is astonishing how much meaning is 
contained in little words. We have here things incomprehensibly 
great, and eternally glorious. What is "the Gospel" but a short 
sentence? The word, gospel-g-o-s-p-e-l-some say, signifies God's 
apeech, and a noble one it is, too. Yes, I have heard some good men 
speak of it thus: Gos, grace over sin:; and pel, praise, eternal love; and 
I have no objection to the interpretation, for I think we shall have 
cause to do s@, world without end. The word, sea, therefore, though 
small, comprises and comprehends a world of waters. The word, 
Gospel, though small in itself (two syllables) also comprises and compre
hends an eternity of truth, which we shall never fully grasp, know, 
understand, or comprehend, world without end. Our little island is 
said to be sea-girt. The Church of God is also sea-girt, snrrounded by 
the sea-with the sea of divine love, peace, pardon, sanctification, and 
salvation. The word, sea, therefore is small, it comprises a variety of 
waters; and the Gospel contains a variety of imperishable, invincible, 
and eternal truths, all concentrating in one focus, Jesus Christ. In 
Him all truth centres, for He is "full of grace and truth." Now, the 
sea has its variety of names. There is the Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, and 
German Oceans; the Baltic, the Mediterranean, and the Dead Seas, and 
I do not know how many beside. I am not a literary man, and have 
never been a sailor and am therefore not acquainted with nautical 
matters; but I kno~ the sea has a variety of names. But let them be 
what they may, and as multitudinonR as they may, they all comprise 
one vast body of waters-the sea. Yes, says David; in Psa. civ., "So 
is this great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping innumerable, 
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both small and great beasts." Thus, then, the sea has its different 
names; but it is nothing more or less than a multitude of waters, 
combined and brought together into one grand ocean. Dr. Watte, 
speaking of the Gospel ocean, says:-

" Rivers of love and mercy here, 
In a rich ocean join, 

Salvation in abundance flows, 
Like floods of milk and wine.'" 

Now, as the sea literally has its various names in different parts and 
places, so has the Gospel sea. Suppose, for a moment, we look at a few 
things in connection with this sea; we must not go on far, or where • 
shall we leave off? We may call the Gospel a sea, 8B it consists of pure, 
precious, crystal-like, unadulterated, prevalent, powerful truth-truth 
in every part and place, in every department a vast conflux, a 
conglomeration of holy waters, such as the prophet saw coming out 
from under the threshhold of the house. John says, in the Revelation, 
" He shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb." We see, then, from where 
the water, the river, the ocean comes. It mast necessarily be pure and 
genuine; but if it flowed from Oxford or Cambridge I should stand in 
doubt of it; but seeing that it comes from the throne of God and the 
Lamb, I accept it with all the gratitude of my heart, knowing it to be 
pure throughout. Look at that sea of Gospel truth, "the Trinity in 
unity," Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Glorious Trinity, that! Who 
can, or ever will, fully understand it? They say the sea, in some places, 
is without a bottom; I am sure that the Trinity in unity is. The sea. 
is pure and clear, so is the Gospel. Look, again, at that one great 
fundamental doctrine of the everlasting Gospel, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, three snbsistances in one divine imcomprehensible Essence. 
God over all, blessed for evermore, who devised, schemed, planned, and 
appointed in eternal counsel, the redemption, reconciliation, salvation, 
and glorification of elect multitudes. Long before sin had an entrance 
into the world, all was settled by the eternal Three in the undivided 
One in eternity. Is it not wonderful and marvellons? Dr. Watts 
sings:-

" Thus God the Fe.tber, God the Son, 
And God the Spirit we adore ; 

That sea of life and love unknown, 
Without a bottom or a shore." 

Then, Christian brethren, the trnth of God is pnre, precions, com
forting, and enconraging to God's people. Everything connected with 
their present and eternal welfare was settled in the mind and will of 
God from everlasting, never to undergo the least variation or change. 
'' I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." The 
sea is deep. " The Spirit searches all things, yea, the deep things of 
God," as we are told in 1 Chron. ii. Yes, they are deep things indeed! 

"How deep Thy counsels, how divine!" 

Brethren, they are not to be got at by hnman reasoning, nor found 
oat by the industry of men, nor by college instruction ; bat they are to 
be comprehended, and understood, and enjoyed, and experimentally 
felt by revelation. Now, the sea is deep, so are the things of God. 
Yes, the lovingkindness of God is deep, His counsel, decrees, and 
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purpoeee, foreknowledge, will, and divine resolutions concerning His 
people, are deep and profound matters. St. Paul, looking over the 
precipice at the Gospel sea, eays, " 0, the depth of the riches, both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judcr-
mente, and Hie waye pest finding oat." "' 

You muet etep from this part of the Gospel eea to the great doctrine 
of Election. You muet excuse my not dwelling long on this matter. 
I should like to talk for four hours upon it, if I had time. "Elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father." H is the 
election of grace. "Knowing your election," etc. We muRt not 
linger, bnt step on from that to the great and blessed fact of God's 
everlasting love. " I have loved thee with an everlasting love." What 
a sea that is! the love of God in Christ! Kent says,-

" Angelic minds cannot explore 
This deep, ur.fathom'd sea ; 

'Tia void of bottom, brim, or shore, 
And lost in Deity." 

Then there is predestination. "Having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good 
pleasure of His will. Another part of the ocean most certainly was 
Christ's assumption of human naLure, coming down into our sinful 
world, putting on our flesh, with the intention of doing His Father's 
work, and with the re1mlution to complete that work; and a little before 
they left Him hanging between heaven and earth, He said," Father, I 
have glorified Thee on the earth, I have finished the work which Thou 
gavest Me to do." Yes, this is another part of the Gospel sea, Christ's 
assumption of human nature; the God, the Man Christ Jesus, the God
man Mediator. Then the work He performed; how beautifully He 
executed it, How perfectly He completed it, amid all the opposition He 
met with! The spite, the malice, the rage, the wrath of men and 
devils, hindered Him not; He steadily pursued His course, until just 
before He expired and bowed His sacred head, He said, "It is finished ! " 
It was complete and done for ever and ever. That is another part, 
and a deep part too, of this inexplorable ocean, the sea of eternal truth, 
the sea of the everlasting Gospel. Look at the redemption of the 
Church by the infinitely precious blood of Christ. What a sea to cast 
sins into; when cast into the depths of that sea of love and blood, mercy 
and grace, they are sunk out of sight for ever. Oh, friends! what a 
grand portion of the sea is that, the atonement of Christ for the 
redemption of the Church. Then there is her justification from all 
things, in, by, and through His perfect righteousness. Then look' at 
sanctification by the indwelling, anointing, teaching, and guidance of 
the divine Spirit; yea, Christ Himself is the Church's sanctification, her 
wisdom, righteousness, and redemption. Are these not deep depart
ments of the Gospel ocean? Most certainly they are. Yes, friends; 
the longer we inspect, examine, and look into them, the deeper they will 
appear. 

" Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill ; 

He treasures up His bright designs, 
And works His sovereign will." 

Yes, the things of God are deep, delightful, and glorious realities. One 
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Be&! How gr11,nd ! Look at the regeneration of the saints of God by 
the eternal Spirit. That is a deep part of the sea, quickened into life, 
m11,de new creatnres, translated and transformed, born again, 011,pacitated 
for God on earth, 11,nd capacitated for God in heaven, where they shall 
live and reign with Him for ever. How sweetly Dr. W11,tts, epe11,king 
of the enormity of the sins, transgressions, and iniqnities, that the 
child of God and the Chnrch of God are the subjects of, says,-

" See here an endless ocean flows, 
Of never-failini;! grace; 

Beholds a dying Saviour's veins, 
The sacred flood increase. 

It riees high and drowns the hills, 
Has neither shore nor bound, 

Now if we search to find our sins, 
Our sins could ne'er be found." 

Is it not wonderful? Reconciled to God by the death of His Son! 
That is another gre&t branch of Gospel truth, " having peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." Wrapped up in justifying righteous
ness, cleansed in atoning blood, and set on the high road to eternal 
glory. Then there is " the final perseverance of the saints,'' that is 
another portion of the Gospel sea. The righteous will, shall, and must 
hold on their way, becanse Jehovah, who never fl.uctnates or changes, is 
their Leader, Guide, and Preserver. Friends, remember one thing-it 
is ONE SEA; there is only one standard of divine trnth, the Bible. We 
have not two Bibles. It has been translated into a variety of languages, 
thank God! to suit all classes and characters. There is but one Bible 
and one Gospel. Some say there are four Gospels. Well, I never could 
find them in my Bible. Oh, say you, how can you say that-have yon 
never read the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John? Most 
certainly I have, but I look upon them as one Gospel, written by four 
different men; one trnth, all harmonising, all agreeing, all pointing to 
one great fact, that J esns Christ came into the world to eave sinners; that 
He lived and died, rose again from the dead, and ascended into heaven, 
obtained the final ascendancy and foll conquest over sin, Satan, death, 
and bell, and that He ever liveth to make intercession for us. The four 
writers may va·ry as to their language, but they all concentrate .in one 
truth, thet Christ is the one Savionr, and the only Saviour for sinners. 
I call that one Gospel. You have a variety of ministers preach here, 
bot you do not have a variety of Gospels. Here is poor Thomas 
Stringer come to see yon again; he probably sets forth the Gospel in a 
different way to the rest of his brethren, bnt it is all one glorious Gospel, 
one sea, we don't want two; one Bible, one God, one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus; one atonement, one fountain to 
bathe in, one righteousness, one Redeemer to ;save us, one Spirit to 
sanctify and instruct as, one way to one home, where we shall all meet 
in one grand assembly and sing the one everlasting song and "crown 
Him Lord of all." I should like to have dwelt longer upon this part, 
bot neither time nor stren11:th will permit. 

II.-Notice tlw oxen which were under the sea which Solomon me.de 
or had made for him. One sea and twelve oxen. We have, so to speak, 
an emblematical discourse this morning. You most r.11 get to heaven by 
the sea. They could not get to Canaan except by the sea of Jordan. 
The word Jordan means a river of judgment; the Gospel is a river of 
mercy-no judgment there for the child of God. "Mercy rejoiceth 
against jndgment.'' At Calvary's cross judgment fell upon the Surety, 
and mercy is therefore reserved for whom Christ stood as Surety. An 
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ocean of mercy is the Goepel, by and through which we get to glory. 
By the sea, what negotiations and correspondence are kept up between 
our own and other nations. Bo through the medium of the atoning 
blood, everlasting righteousness, and sea of eternal truth, what sweet 
communications and correspondence are enjoyed between Jehovah and 
Hie people. The Chnrch brings her food from afar, like merchant ships 
which bringeth provisions from foreign nations. Yon cannot get to 
heaven except by the sea-that is (let me be explicit), you and I nrnst 
have a vital revelation of the troth and an implanting of it in all its 
majesty and glory in oar own hearts and souls, or there will be no 
heaven for ns. You must get to heaven by the sea. 

I read in the fourth chapter of Revelation that " there was a sea 
of glass before the throne like unto crystal." You must go through 
this sea in order to get to the throne. Thie sea was pure, transparent, 
clear like unto crystal; that is what the Goepel is1 there is no mixture 
in it, no mud, no free-will, no ipse dixit probabilities mixed up with 
the pore sea of. the Gospel. It is a sea of glass, clear as crystal, because 
in this sea (you most forgive me retracing my steps a moment) we see 
the perfections of God, we behold as in a glass the beauties of the 
Saviqur and the glories of heaven. The sea is often calm, in an 
unruffled, peaceful state; just so with the sea of the Gospel, there is no 
wrath, no jndgment, no vengeance; everything is tranquil, peaceful, 
and serene. Yes, there is a voice of love and mercy from Calvary, and 
p'eace and pardon through the atoning blood of the Lamb, access to 
God, and admif)sion into heaven at l88t, by and throngh the sea of 
,eternal truth. 

Coming back to the oxen, there were twelve of them. These were 
emblematic of the twelve apostles and all faithful ministers down to the 
end of time. They were oxen not asses. The Israelites under the law 
were not allowed to employ the ass and ox together. Oxen-men, 
laborious in their work and calling, clean in principle, clean in character 
and conduct. • 

(To be continued.) 

THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN . 
. The Seeking &iviou1·, and othe1· Bible 

Themes. By the late Dr. W. P. Mackay, 
M.A., of Hull. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27, Paternoster-row, London. Price 
la. 6d.; in cloth, 2s. 6d. .A. thick volume 
of Dr. Mackay's sermons; worthy of 
careful perusal. 

The Ch1-istian Governess's Magazine. 
By the directress of the Christian Educa
tion Union. Published by W. Guest, 29, 
Paternoster-row, E.C. Whether your 
governess be Christian or not, give her 
this magazine, only tell the printer to 
use a more decent paper, 

Btonn Signals. By C. H. SP.urgeon. 
Publishers, Passmore and .A.labf!.ster, 4, 
Paternoster-buildings, E.C. 3s. 6d. A 

volume of sermons, which may not 
please everybody, but will profit soul
seeking persons who are honestly search
ing for the Pearl of Great Price. For 
sin-sick souls, for those in the battle of 
life, for souls in danger, here are signals 
and safe warnings," storm signals," are 
come out seasonably. There is too 
much parsonic, stereotype platitude now
a-days. The people tell us the preach
ing is too tame. Let us go in, then, for 
" storm signals.'' 

The Jewish Herald, a Record of 
Gh,·istiaii fVork arnong the Jews. The 
Society's office, Great Russell-street, 
Bloomsbury. If you are interested in 
the welfare of the Jews, read thi;. 
monthly. 
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71,,- Prot~Rfoflt, I>iR,•r1tter.,' Almmtark 
_for 1886. Robert Banks and Son, 
Racquet-court; Price 6d. This is a 
budget of every kind of Information. 
" The Protestant DiB11enters' Almanack" 
is now forty years old, and is well re
ceived by the people for whom it is 
intended. The portrait of Rev. J. G. 
Rog-era represents a handsome gentleman 
with head and face full, firm, and 
decided for all he believes to be right. 
How singular it is that the ministers of 
God of ancient times were more saintly 
and solemn. Now they are, in every 
muscle, of a determined cast, as though 
they had opponents to contend with. 
See this expressive portrait of Mr. Rogers. 

The Chri.itma., 1V1,1nber of the Ga,·
deners' Magazine, includi'll{J an Al
.,,anar,k for 1886. Printed in colours. 
"The Gardeners' Magazine" Office, 4, 
Ave Maria-lane; London, E.C. Price 6d. 
A fine large pictorial and gardener's 
guide. No better anywhere. 

Silent Messc'll{Jer. When John Slate 
Anderson first came up before our 
Churches, who would have thought such 
streams of truly spiritual poetry were 
11.owing in bis sou11 See his January 
hymn. 

An Open Door. Sermon by Mr. P. 
Reynolds, the almost new and popular 
minister of Islington. We have many 
11ermons for notice, but if you can enjoy 
110mething new, fresh, and stirring, you 
must read P. Reynolds's sermons. One 
of the quiet philosophers, after hearing 
a fly-about young preacher, asked, 
"What mould was he cast in?" No one 
could tell him. In like manner, we have 
asked, "Whose mould was this Mr. 
Reynolds cast in?" Nature has an im
mense variety of moulds, but they pro
duce nothing singular or attracting. 
Her<ls of the common people, although 
there may be diverse she.des of counten
ance, they a.re generally a.bout the same. 
A couple of grave and slow-speaking 
-disci pies, too far ad va.nced in life to be 
irreverent, said to us recently, " The 
ministers of this day are tedious to hear; 
they only repeat the same ideas ' we 
have beard thousands of times, and be
cause the people never think for them
selves, they are content tobave the same 
A. B. C. every Sunday. When, as in 
Jeremiab's case, God ordains a man to 
be His meB11enger, it will be true, as in 
Jeremiah, •· Before I formed thee in the 
belly I knew thee. And before thou 
earnest forth out of the womb, I sancti
fied thee, and I ordained thee a prophet 
unto the nations.'• Yet see the suffering 
life of Jeremiah. Now, the original 
genius which we perceived in this Mr, 

Reynolde'e sermon■ created in ue " 
curiosity to find out what or whoee mould 
he was formed in, We went around the 
sludy; we consulted" Prynne." Oh, no, 
not literal, like him. That old Broughton 
clergyman! No, not an awful judge like 
him. Thomas Adams! No, not ,qul\int 
enough like him, Bridge! No, 
Reynolds does not plough into soul 
matters, as Bridge does. Thomas Ward, 
Che.rnock, Owen, Goodwin, "the chop
stick carpenter" in Somersetshirel No, 
more refined, if not such a breaker of 
hearts as the once e.mazingly popular 
" chop-stick carpenter," as he called 
himself. Sirs! it: is heart-breaking, 
heart-melting, heart-piercing, heari
hcaling men we want now; but we can
not find many. He.ving searched in 
vain for Reynolds's mould, we concluded 
he must have springs of original thought 
in hie soul. He must not be too mach 
occupied with pen, ink, and paper; nor 
must he be too dependent on memory, 
mucL less mUBt be let the fear of man 
bring a snare. We pray P. Reynolds 
may be preserved and much honoured of 
God for fifty years to come. 

Romish Inquisitions; Their Terro1·s 
and Tortu1·ea. By C. H. Berridge. 
Price 6d. Published by B. Banks and 
Son, 5, Racquet-court. This will wake 
you up if you can read it. Oh, the suffer
ings of the saints, how dreadful they 
have been! 

.A Perple:cing Te:ct Clearly Ope'Tl,(!d. 
That ancient gentleman, Samuel Pone
ford, Esq., and others, have persuaded 
Mr. C. Cornwell to print and to publish 
the two sermons he recently preached on 
Luke xvi. 9, The sermons do honour to 
the mental and spiritual powers of the 
preacher. We read them with surprising 
interest. No earnest inquirer after a 
knowledge of the deep things of God 
will fail to obtain the sermons and to 
digest them carefully. The following is 
the title:-" Ad rice and Warning. Two 
Sermons, preached on Tuesday afternoon, 
Nov. 10, and Lord's-day Morning, Nov. 
15, 1885, by Mr. C. Cornwell, at Brirlon 
Tabernacle, Stockwell-road, B. W. ' Make 
to yourselves friends of the mammon of 
unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they 
may receive you into everlasting habita
tions '(Luke xvi. 9)." 

Tke Little Gleaner. Roulston and 
Sons, 7, Paternoster-buildings, E.C. E. 
Wilmsh uret, bookseller, Blackbeath, S.E. 
le, 6d. A favourite and a hoUBehold 
companion in many quiet homes. 

New Tracts for tlte People, One half• 
penny. J. C. Pembrey, 164, Walton
etreet, Excellent seed for broadc&.et 
sowing, 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

"I WILL COME TO YOU IN A 
CLOUD." 

D11rlnp; the leet elp;hteen months throup;h 
the clouds around us, and over 1181 that If it 
were p088lble to describe them, the description 
would be thought, by eome, to be an ex
aggerat!on,-there have come now end then 
the soft whispers of mercy by the ministering 
angel. We have realized sacred feellnp; from 
the fact, that a good and holy angel is, ever 
and anon, attendant on 118. THINK OP 
THIS! 

The following letter came to ua with such 
heart-melting power, we thought some of 
the children mill,'ht find a few crumbs of 
comfort. Tbe Lord still more enrich the 
soul of brother W. Rowton Parker. So 
silently preyeth,-C. W. B. 

A NOTE PROM GAillSBORO'. 
MY DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-Here

with I send you one of our motto cards, 
which please accept. I thought you might 
like to see what we are doing in that way. 
The photo' came to hand yesterday quite 
&Bfe, and we were quite delighted with it
shall have it framed and presP.rved. Please 
accept my very best thanks, in fact, we all 
join in hearty thanks. My prayer is, that 
the mantle of the prophet may rest on his 
bumble fellow-traveller. I feel that the 
deer Lord bBS so manifestly and abundantly 
used you for good to others, and for the glory 
of His own name, that it is an honour to 
have your portrait near to me; it will also 
serve to spur me on when flesh and blood 
crave indulgence, and it will help to comfort 
me when sorrows and trials perplex. Com
panions in tribulation, our souls seem to :Bow 
into each other. God knows bow I joy in all 
that is good and prosperous with you. and 
bow I share in the sorrow and the trials of 
your life. 

''Joined in one spirit to our Head, 
Where He appoints we go; 

And still in Jesus' footsteps tread, 
And do His work below. 

0 may we ever walk in Him, 
And nothing kno,v beside; 

Nothing desire, nothing esteem, 
But Jesus crucified. 

Closer e.nd closer let us C;}eave, 
To Hie beloved embrace; 

Since of His fulness we receive, 
And grace to a.newer grace." 

God bas wondrously used you, marvellously 
kept and uybeld you, nor will He suffer the 
covenant o Hie peace to be removed. Par
taker of the Saviour's sufferings, you shall 
also partake of and share in His glory. 
More happy, but not more sure, are the 
saints around His throne. I wonder whether 
I shall ever see you in the flesh, I am often 
with you in spirit; whether we ever meet on 
earth or not, we shall surely meet in heaven. 
Por He, of His infinite grace, has clasped us 
in the covenant, and His covenant le ordered 
in all things and sure; He is faithful who 
has promised, He cannot deny Himself, 

I was pondering, the other day the words 
" I will appear in the cloud u~oe' the mercy'. 
seat" (Lev. xvi. 2), and I tb~ught, that in 
our de~r Lord's dealings with Hiil chosen 
people, tllere i~ full often mercy in mystery, 
and mystery ID mercy, and turnin!!,' over 
the leaves of my own experiences, as in
scribed on memory, I aaw how altogether 
true was this. We could not bear the full 
revelation all at once, either of God or His 
waye, 80 He comes to us in a "cloud " ob
~cured, my•terioue in His approach. But is 
1t not a mercy that He should come to us at 
all. I will appear in~ the cloud-when the 
cloud breaks, the God of mercy is seen. 

11 The elands YP. so much ciread 
Are big wilh·mercy, anrl ~h~II break 

In blessin~ on your bead.'' 

Yea, even the cloud is upou the mercy-seat 
and no dark clouds of experience rest upo~ 
the_ mercy of God. ~e foundation is mercy, 
while the darkness IS only a passin!!,' cloud. 
Glory he to God, while the mercy of God Ls 
~loude~ in mystery, yet even the mystery 
itself 1s a mercy. Thus "all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to 
them who ere the called according to His 
purpose." " I will appear in the cloud upon 
the mercy-seat." This was God's own 
assuring and comforting promise to Moses, 
the man of God, and the same is banded 
down to us for our comfort and help. It 
was thus He appeared in the tabernacle of 
old, in the "sbeckinab "glory-cloud between 
the cherubims. It was thus He appeared 
in the incarnation of His well-beloved Son. 
Mercy came down to earth in mysterious 
form; "God manifest in the flesh." So in 
our ~onversion God's sovereign mercy was 
manifest, hut who can ever explain the 
mystery ? and it is even so in all the 
Cbristi~n's experience-mystery in mercy, 
mercy ID mystery. Oh, for more and more 
of the faith of God's elect. 

But pardon me, brother, I don't need or 
want to preach to you, I had no in ten lion to 
write thus, but somehow it flowed out of mv 
heart by the way of my pen-forgive me. 
May the God of all grace daily load you with 
benefits, so prays, 

Yours in covenant bonds, 
W. ROWTON PARKER. 

Lea-road, Gainsboro', Jan. 6, 1886. 

CARLTON, BEDS. - On Lo1·d's-day. 
December 13, 1885, after a sermon on Matt. 
ii_i. 13, the pastor, Mr. King, baptized two 
ststers, who after much exercise of mind 
were constrained to follow their Lord. On 
the first Sabbath in the New Year the above 
persons, with two other sisters from another 
Church, were received into our communion 
at the Lord's Table, the pastor addre!llling a 
few words of counsel and encouragement to 
each, and giving them respectively, as 11 
motto, the following texts : Psa. xui. 24 · 
cxxv. l; cxi:1. 94; c:1i:1. 173.-J. K. ' 
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CONDOLENCE. 
DEAll MR. ED1T01t,-We have heard 

of your heavy Affliction in the death of your 
partner, In your own l'erloua illne••• and thet 
of your son'• death, end have •ympalhlsed 
with you therein, and have not been a little 
glad to find that you have had the sympathy 
of the Great Head of the Church, who has 
fulfllled His gracious promi,e in your ex
perience, to be-with you when in the fire end 
flood. Thi• is Indeed the rand etisential. 
You might, yee, yon won! have bed 1he 
affliction without the ble89ed antidote, but 
for the '1;?'ar.e of God, thet grace that chose 
you in Him, ha• supported you in all, will 
•oon carry you borne-
" Wben, Come, ye blessc.~d, will soond eweetly 

in your c■r, 
By love everlR9tlng expreeRed ; 

When no place will be found for your doubts 
and your fea.rs. 

In sight or the mansions of reet." 

It i• well nigh eight-and-twenty years •ince 
we were intl'oduced by lfr. Foreman to Mr. 
Odlin!?', truate.e of Gower chapel, to preach 
the everlasting Goapel in thi• locality, and 
here we ere @till-

.. Supported by Hie gnardi&n b&nd. 
And see wben we survey our ways, 
Ten thousand monuments or pru.lse.." 

According to our wonted custom, we held 
services on the last day of the year. Our 
brother, Mr. John Box, preached the Gospel 
of the j!.T&ce of God in the afternoon from 
Eph. v. 19, making us all, not back-bitm, 
nor mischief-makers, but sonJ!"lers, singing 
not P'"udo son!?&, nor half in the speech of 
Ashdod, but thoroughly Jewish sioginir, and 
making melody in our heart to the Lord ; 
and h1·other Thomas, of C .. m herwell, who, I 
should think, might -.rell be taken to be 
brother Thomas, called Didemus, for I 
should say be is i ust •uch another obstinate 
one, wout-believe sort of one, except he has 
&1mething to believe io; but when that 
@omei hiog appears, down be fells aod "wor
ships tbe three glorious Per,oos io God, whose 
sovereiirnty all shall adore." What bis 
intenried text was be didn't tell us; but the 
sinj!"iol!' of the second hymn, " Talk with us, 
Lord," took it away, whatever it w11S, and be 
took '' Did not our hearts burn within us," 
etc., plunging at once into the Scriptural 
mioe, hrinj!"iog forth thiog• new and old. 

At ten o'clock we commenced our devo
tional n,eetioir, interspersed with short 
addres.•es by brethren lialt.•oo and Hand; 
end so io prayerful •ileoee pa,sed away the 
midniirllt hour, which we have, ere now, 
passed away et the card-talile, lifting up our 
1.JearL• to God for grace, more grace, Lord ; 
and efter the Clapham clock tolled the 
fu nerel knell for 1885, we arose and sang 
""'' of the h_l'mD,-

•· Grear God,,,... sing that mighty hand 
By which supported. st 111 we r:tand; 
TlH' upe:nin~ y( ar Tby mercy f:bow& 
Let UJercy crown IL till it clotie "-

Bod tLen wished one another what we wish 
y,,u. a year of spiricual ble••iog•, and de
parted to our homes; and some ,aid they 
were much refreshed by the eervices of the 

day. Our New Year'I tettll! were, 11 Our 
hope is in Thee," nnd II We wlll rejoice In 
Thv •alvatlon, and In the nome or our Lord 
wil) we set up our bannel"!I." 

The Lord be with vou In your affliction 
reise you up to tell ou·t the tale or mercy, ana 
give you your reward of grace at last, prays 
youl"!I unworthily in the Lord J esus

1
_ 

H. HALL, 

Ebenezer, Wirtemberg-street, Clapham. 

WILLINGHAM, CAMBS,-The annual 
New Year's tea-meeting wns held on January 
12. Although the day was moot Inclement 
for aged friends to venture out of doors, yet 
a goodly number galhered around the tea
teble11, At the public meeting In the evening 
brother Frohock presided. On the plalform 
we had brother Morllng, of Over, and brother 
Hall, of Chatterls. On the left-hand of the 
chairman sat H. E. Sadler, the newly
resident minister. B~ethren Morling and 
Hall gave us some excellent, kind and 
seasonable advice and good counsel. Three 
hours peacefully and rapidly glided away 
before the Doxology consummated this happy 
a~d concil_ietory meeting: Many true and 
faithful friends here are hoping that they 
are just entering upon new favours mercies 
!lnd blessings on the old Baptist ca~se. Tb~ 
importunate prayers of their new minister is 
that the Church of Jesus Christ, and all wb~ 
have a special desire to see the Re~eemer's 
kingdom flourish in Willingham, may cling 
to each other. embrace more than ever the 
grand old ~ulhs_ of the Ooapel of God's great 
love to His Christ and the Church given to 
Him. Also, may the dear Lord unite one 
and ell in tbe bonds of love and concord for 
the good of Zion, and for the Master's s~ke. 
-H. E. SADLER. 

BIERTON. -The annual services were 
held in the Baptist Chapel on Tuesday, Dec. 
29, wh~n two eloquent, thoughtful, and en
couragmg sermous were preached by Mr. P. 
Reynolds, of Islington, showing himself to 
he a workman, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. In the afternoon he took the words 
of Christ to His disciples (John xvi. 33): 
" Be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world." And, indeed, it was soul-cheering 
to bear the glorious truths which fell from 
the preacher's lips, ea lie showed how Christ 
had tramp!ed the world, and all il8/owers, 
beneath His feet. Tea was provide in the 
chapel between the services. In the evening 
Mr. Reynolds took, as the basis of bis re~ 
roarks, the words of Moses to Joshua (Deut. 
xxxi. B); it was truly a refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord, and we hope that the 
faith of God's people will he strengthened 
thereby, and that the savour and dew which 
attended the word will abide with God's 
living children for a long time. The congre
gations were not so large as we should have 
liked to h~ve seen them, oevertheles•, we 
would praISe our covenant- keeping God 
1,ecause He was graciously pleased to favou; 
us wit~ His Didne presence.-A. W. 
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GURNEY ROAD BAPTIST CHAPEL 
GOllP.KL BAND. 

The first annual meeting of the friends 
and member.~ of this bend wBS held In the 
schoolro ,m of the above chapel on Thuredey 
evening January 7. An excellent tee was 
provldea at 6 o'clock, after which the friends 
spent n very pleasant and profit able evening, 
to which there was, however, one drawback, 
in the absence, through lllnellll, of the leader 
of !be band, Mr. M. Cannlngs. The chair 
was taken by the pBBlor of the Church, Mr. 
J, H. Lynn. The report showed that since 
the commencement of the band1 on J enuary 
29, 1885, 38 bad signed the ban<1-book during 
the yenr; 18 8S full members-that Is, mem
bers of the Church-and 20 ns associare 
members-that Is, those Introduced by mem
bers, and who are de.•lrous of meeting with 
us. One of these latter has since been 
transferred t-0 full membership by joining our 
Church, thus making a total at the end of 
the year of 19 full members and 19 associates. 
Two of those who have joined our Church 
during the year have testified that the bands 
of Satan were broken during our band meet
ings, and otbeN have said that some of their 
happiest moments have been spent in our 
midst. 

Cheerfui and encouraging addresses were 
given during the evening by the pBBlor ( on 
"the Banner"), Brethren Crouch ( one of 
our deacons), Bernard (superintendent of 
the Sunday-school), end other friends. The 
motto card for this year was then reed, the 
texts are as follows :-" Show us a token for 
good" (Isa. lxxxri. 17), "When He giveth 
quietness who then can make trouble? " 
(Job xxxiv. 29); and "If God be for us, 
who cau be against us?" (Rom. viii. 31). 
The first text speaks of our past anxiety for 
the prosperity of the band. The second 
speaks of our present rest in the love of our 
heavenly Father. The last speeks of our 
hope and faith in the promises of our 
covenant Jehovah. 

We do not seek to persuade those who 
attend our meetings to join the Church, but 
seek to show to all their true position in God's 
sight, and pray that they may be led by the 
Roly Spirit to confess their sins, and be 
washed iu the atoning blood of Jesus, and so 
be brought into the communion of saints. 

appointed by such offlcm1. Per!IOns who 
11ttend its meetings,. but who 11re not mem
bers of the Church, will he enrolled •• 
"a~~ociateR," hut will have no voice in the 
11rlmlnistration of the society's concerns. All 
Assor,iates mu•t he 11pproverl by the learler. 
The fflemhers feel themselve• respon•ihle to 
aid ••eh other's welfare, and will endeavour 
to fulfil the Saviour'• commandment, "That 
ye love one another ao I have loved you " 
(John xv. 12). They are banded into 11n 
association to pray for and with one another, 
and to be mutually helpful in every possible 
way, and aloo pray that they m11y be under 
God R fruitful means of bringing many to 
the feet of Him whom they love, and who 
loved and gave Himoelf for them. 

THE LONDON STRICT BAPTIST 
MINI:lTERS' ~ASSOCIATION. 

The above Association held their fil"!lt 
soci11l te11-meetin~ on Tuesday, January 5. 
Most of the members with their wives were 
present, anll II pleasant hour was passed. 
After tea a devotional meeting was held, with 
the president in the chair. Several of the 
brethren engaged in prayer, and brother 
Sears read Rom. xvi., making some en
couraging remarks with reference to the 
sisters. A vote of thanks was then accorded 
to the pastor and Church at Little Alie
street for the gratuitous use of the large 
vestry. 

The next meeting will be (n.v.) Feb.2; 
subject for discussion-" Eternal Punish
ment: its Necessity." 

The followinf? is a list ot our members :
W. Archer, S. Banks, S. T. Belcher, G. E. 
Ballney, J. Cooler, J. Culliagford, C. Gor
delier, J. Garrod, T. J. Hall, J. House, J. 
Kingston, J. Mayhew, H. D. Mobbs, N. 
Oakey, W. Ryder, I. Whatmougb. 

Churches needing supplies, please address 
the secretary, S. T. Belcher, Fibre Works, 
Millwall. 

After the meeting some refresh men ls were 
provided and a motto-card presented to each. 
The attendance (51) was not so good as w11s 
expected, owing to the unfavourable weather. 

The objects of this society are to afford 
young Cbristiens an additional means of 
~piritual strength by mutual association, to 
give them that encouragement and sympathy 
so much needed in health and sickness, and 
by combined study of the Word of God and 
prayer to build them up in the faith. Also 
to encourage young men and women who 
have not profe•sed faith in the Lord Jesus to 
search the Scriptures with us. This society 
will be composed oi:ly of members of t~e 
Church, and its interests and conduct will 
be watched over by the officers of the Church 
and of the Sunday-school, with the aid of 
such persons as may fro.m time to time be 

DUNSTABLE.-Solemn and interestinll' 
services were held in the old Baptist chapel, 
Mary-street, on Wednesday, January 13, 
1886, to welcome the pastor elect, l'IIr. 
Realff', late of Harlow. Mr. Winters, of 
Wal tbam-abbey, preached in the aftert1oon_ 
A large number were gathered together, 
and the sermon was listened to with rapt 
attention. Tea followed. In the evenino- 11t 
6 o'clock a public meeting was held and ;:bly 
presided over by our brother Kcmpston. 
Able and animating- addresses were delivered 
by the following: Messrs. Bowles. of Halford, 
who in the coul"l!e of bis address elicited many 
a smile; Fuller, of Aylesbury; Sllnders, of 
London; W. Winters; and last, tboug-b uot 
least, brother Realtt. The receipts tor the 
day were most !'Btisfactory. It ought not to be 
omitted !bat the singers performed their part 
in II most efficient manner, so that singers and 
trumpeters were of one mind to make one 
sound beard in ble;sing and praising the 
name of the Lord. Some of the oldest 
members remarked that they never remem
bered having bad such a glorious meeting 
before. • 
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A BEA.UTIFULLY-LOVING MEMOIR. 
[We dared not run our pen through one 

word. We wepi tears of Rrateful feeling to 
o~,1 that ,uch a testimony !'ould be borne to 
""Y man. Oh, brother minister, what a ]099 
to you ! I "N!m to live until nearly all are 
gt,ne.-C. W. B.] 

To thr Edit01· of the II Earthen Yesse-1." 

DBA R SI R,-Jt is 'l'l'ith feelinjtS of sorrow 
that I accede to the reque.tofthedear pastor 
ol Ne1<' Church Street Chapel, Mr. Meere., 
to a•k you to insert this in your next 
number of the VESSEL, as he is unable to 
write himself since it pleased the Lord to"° 
seriously afflict him with paralysis. The 
Lord in His infinite mercy end pleasure bas 
taken unto Himself the senior deacon of New 
Church Street Baptist Chapel, Bermondsey, 
Mr. George (Jordon, who I have no doubt 
was known to very many ol your readers. 
He was connected with the Church meeting 
there fur over 2.'i years, and was respected, 
honoured, and I may say loved, by everyonE 
with whom be came in contact, not only as 
deacon of the Church, but in the world, in 
the office, and by all connected with him in 
bis dail~· <'.ailing. These words are penned 
in loving memory of him, my dear fetber
in-lew. It pleased the Lord to call him home 
very suddenly while in .rood health on the 
eveninir of November 13, 1885. He bad 
been to business as usual, came home and 
partook of a good tea, and wa~ standing 
talking with bis dear wife, daui;:hter, and 
eon-in-lew, when the Lord struck him with 
a fit of apoplexy, and in a little over three 
hours bis happy spirit had fled to tbe bosom 
of his Lord, whom he had loved and served 
for liO many years, at the age of 71; sudden 
death was to him sudden glory. 

He had the blessing of a godly mother 
and was called by divine grace in early 
life, and joined the Strict Baptist Church et 
Great Brick Hill, Buckinghamshire. In 
the course of providence be came up to 
London. and joined the Church at City
road; Mr. Lucombe then being the minister. 
He removed from there to Mr. Charles 
Smith, Cumberland-street, and Hackney
road, Sboreditcb, where he used to lead the 
singing, which was his delight. He was 
tben transferred to New Church-street 
BaptiAt Church, Bermondsey, where he 
BSSi.sted Pastor Meeres for 2.'i years in his 
works of faith and labours of love. How 
true in his case the words of the poet :-

,, God moves in a mysterious way 
His wouderis to perform.'' 

The Cu urcb mourns his Joss, a Io,•ing 
pastor mourns bis loss, as also bis dear widow 
and lamily; but our loss is his eternal gain, 
Le bas but gone before. His Saviour is our 
Saviour, and in a little while we hope to meet 
again on the eternal shore. 

He was interred at Nunhead Cemetery 
on Nov. 21, 1885; Mr. John Box officiating 
for Mr. Met:re. on the occasion; it WllS 
a deeply-solemn occasion: Mr. Box remark
ing that bis deceased brother Gordon WllS 
the first one be relatetl his youthful experience 
to when coming before the Church at 

Hackney-road. Shoreditch. He WBII followed 
to the grave by R great number of loving 
friends, who !'ame to PRY their 1811! tribute of 
respect to one whom they p;reatly loved. 

" He lived a debtor to HI■ grace, 
Rejoiced tn •ins for@tven: 

Dtod in bi• Father's fond embrace, 
And fled from earth to heaven." 

H.J. OLNEY. 
3i. F,lrncombe-strcet, 13ennondAey. 

CITY-ROAD.-Speciel New Year's ser
vices were held in Rid of the cause at Jireb. 
on January 3 and 5. Brethren Waite, J, H. 
Lynn, and R. E. Sears preached the ser
mons. The pastor, in his opening remarks 
at the public meeting, observed that, while 
it was a pleasure to be able to say the Word 
and the truth~ preached bad beea blessed to 
the comfort and building up of His own 
people, yet there was not that visible sign 
of prosperity which they earnestly desired to 
see. During the year 1885 four had been 
removed from them in Providence, but two 
had been recently added by baptism, one a 
brother who bails from the neighbourhood of 
Tunstall! who told the writer some time since 
that whi ea resident in Suffolk the VESSEL 
bad been made a greet blessing to bis family 
and himself; and that the editor, while 
preaching some years ago at Tunstall, was 
made instrumental in comforting and estab
lishing his parents in the truth and faith of 
the Gospel. We hope and trust this brother 
Ling will be a source of help to Mr. Waite 
and the cause at Jireh. Mr. Tickner, in a 
short though telling address, spoke of their 
attachment to their pastor, and of the 
financial state of the Church. In regard to 
members they were few, but he believed each 
did their best. This was not sufficient to 
cover expenses ; hence, in the name of the 
Lord, they appealed to that meeting for help. 
The keynote struck at the commenceme!J,t 
of the meeting was rather flat, but while 
Mr. Batson was speaking on the new cove
n~nt, Mr. Reynolds on the new song, M?. 
Winters on the new and living way, and Mr. 
Thomas on the new name, they were instru
mental in striking a chord which rever
berated in the hearts of the bearers, and all 
cheerfully united in singing, " All hail the 
power of Jesu's name."-J. W. B. 

GAINSBORO'.-A popular lecture was 
delivered at the Baptist chapel in this town 
on Thursday, January U, by Pastor W. 
Rowton Parker, entitled, "The Shams or 
Modern Society." The chair was taken at 
7.30 by the senior deacon, Mr. Palmer. The 
lecture was listened to with very great 
interest, and strong expressions of warm 
approval were given. The lecturer, in de
ference to the urgeetly-expressed wish of 
the friends, has promised that other lectures 
of a similar kind shall follow at Intervals. 
On the followin!!:' Sunday a special sermon 
was preached. Subject, "Gospel Lessons 
from the Snow, the Prost, and the Thaw," 
On this occasion the cougregation was good 
" number of strBligers beiug present. 
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THE LAST NIGHT OF 1886. 
SOUTH HACK!IBY.-A service was held 

in Speldhunt•road on Thursd11y, Dec. 31. 
Me111n, ,J. E. Elsey, H. G. Maycock, A. 
ll'ardoe, and J, Sanders spoke on 11:race, 
mercy, Jove, and 11eace. Mr. J. Bwao Llosell 
presided, and after readlo!I' Scripture, gave a 
savoury addreu on the goodnes~ and mercy 
of God. Mr. George Payton led the ~ng of 
-praise. Mr. J, Mumford soup;ht the Lord's 
blessing, and many said It wae good to be 
there. It was over by 9.30, when Mr. Lin
sell and a few others went off to 

ISLINGTON-Ptovidence, Urper-street
where we found the r.hapel wel filled to the 
Watch-night service. Mr. Reynolds read 
Psalm xc., Mr. Joyce and Mr. Mayhew 
offered prayer. Mr. Willey brought forth 
striking tones from the harmonium, which 
led the congre!falioo to sing in time and 
tune, and tbatr1ght heartily. Mr. Reynold• 
delivered a soul-stirring and suitable dis
course from" a tale that i.• told" (Psa. xc. 9). 

HACKNEY-ROAD. - At Shalom, after 
several friends bad engaged in prayer, Mr. 
Myerson spoke from the words,• O magnify 
the Lord with me, and Jet us exalt His name 
to~ther." 

STIIATF0RD.-ln the new chapel, Gurney
road, a very large company assembled, prayer 
and praise being joined in heartily and 
unitedly. Mr. John Hunt Lynn founded 
his closing remarks for the vear on the 
word11, "The Lord is the lot of my inherit
ance, and of my cup,'' in which the pastor 
noticed (1) the greatness of the inheritance; 

' and (2i the daily ministry of the cup. 
DBVONBHIRB-IIOAD.-ln Trinity chapel 

Mr. Vaughan and his friends gathered in 
,· many who were not in the habit of attending 

the worship of God, and delivered an address 
from "The Lord Thy God shall be with thee 
in all that thou doest." MeASrs. Plumb, 
Ford, Chapman, Bailey, and G. Holt took 
part in the service. At 

HOMBRTON-IIOW, Mr. Bennett preached 
from the wordB, " The world passelh away." 
Mr. Haynes was prevented from being 
present owing to the funeral of a sister. 

PIMLICO. - Carmel. The service WllS 
eonducted by Mr. J. Parnell. After singing 
and prayer by eight brethren, the pa.•tor gave 
a sound, spiritual address from " A time to be 
born, and a. time to die." Those who were 
favoured to be present felt it to be a solemn 
and profl table season. 

BRIXTON TABBRNACLE. -The service 
commenced at hnlf-past JO, and was con
ducted by the pastor throughout. P•a. cii. 
was read, and the sermo-c was preached from 
·• The feast of iogathering, which is in the 
en_d of the year " (Exod. xxiii- 16). The 
" 1_ngathering" was first dwelt upon, which, 
being a shadow of good things to come, typi• 
tied the gathering in of the Gentiles, upon 
the ground of Christ and Hi~ fini,bed work 
beio,; accepted by God as the first-fruit. 
The period of time, 11 end of the year," •ets 
for:h the end of the J ewlsh dispensation, when 
their sacrifices should end, there being no more 
H'!'d of them, when Christ should off'er up 

1mself, and by one offering make an end of 

sin. The feast at the end of the ,Jewish year 
w1111 the feast of fat things, of wine on the 
Ieee well reftoed. " Go," saith our riear 
Redeemer to His di,elples, and ·' tell them 
Mr oxen and My failings are killeri, and all 
lhmge ere ready." We found it good to be 
there. There were many strangers present. 

KBPPBJrBTREET. RUSBELT,·BQUARE. 
-Two services were held here. The Cborch 
uncler the pastorate of Mr. ,John Box of 
Soho, united with the Church at Keppel
street for the la•t services of the year. Mr. 
11011 conducted the early service, and preached 
from II I have stuck unto 1'hy testimonies."' 
At the later service Mr. Style• preac~ed from 
" For ye shall not go out with baste. nor go 
by fli11:h t, for the Lord will go before you; 
and the God of Israel shall be your reward " 
(Isa. Iii. 12). Messrs. Wakelio, Flegg, and 
several others took part. Attendance very 
good. 

CITY-ROAD.-Jireb. Mr. Waite's ser
mon was founded on "But the end of all 

!!1!fcg: ~~t!t ::a;~r ·~f;:i;;~~~~r7i",°her, and 
WHITECHAPEL. - On the last day of 

the old year, a devotional service was held 
at Little Alie-street chapel. The brethren 
snpplicated the throne of grace, and Mr. 
Sears delivered an address on prayer. It 
was a solemn and savoury opportunity. 

BROADSTAIRS. - Providence Baptist 
Suntley-school Christmas Festival was held 
on Monday, December 28, 1885- A tea was 
provided in the school-room for scholars, 
teachers, and friends ; a goodly num her of 
the latter were present. An e!itertainment 
was given in the evening, at which recita
tions, anthems, solos, and choruses were de
lightfully rendered by teachers and scholars, 
presided over by Mr. Perry, of Margate. 
Prizes of books, inclndiog copies of the 
Word of God, were given to the scholars by 
the pastor, and a number of presents from 
the Christmas-tree by Mr. Carter_. Collec
tions in aid of the fund exceeded previous 
years. Mr. A. F. Bennett !?ave a short 
address. Notwithstanding the weather in 
the evenine; was wet and stormy, there was 
a very lair attendance. There was one 
general e11pression of appreciation and plea
sure. 

CHATHAM.-New Year's services were 
held at Enon, Nelson-road, on January 17 
and 18. On Lord's-day,January17, brother 
E. Langford preached. On Monday, brother 
G. W. Thomas preached. Tea meeting; 
afterwards public meeting. Brother E. 
Langford addressed the meeting with warmth 
and feeling from the word, "Lovingkind
ness-" Brother E. Word spoke in an experi
mental, encouraging manner, from the 
words, " Goodness and mercy." Brother 
G. W. Thomas•• address was principally upon 
" Heart-work," showing the necessity of the 
heart being right with Gotl. Tbe speeches 
were intenipersed witb singing the praises 
of Him who bas Jone great things for us.
J. C., Chatham. 
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HAPP\" Al'i"D PROSPEROUS TIMES 
AT BEt:LAH, WATFORD. 

On Wedn~ay, January 13, for the first 
time In the history of this now happy end 
prO!!perous little reu•e, a !\few Year's tea and 
public meeting was held, a rostrum erected 
and heralds of Mlvetion announced fron: 
London, In the per•ons of brethren ~quirrell, 
Belcher, end Clerk- Prompt and reedy 
bends provided tee. Tea being over the 
J'.ubllc meeting wa.• held in the chapel,' pre
RJded over by Mr. W. We•ton, ofGrove Mill. 
The grand old hymn, "Kindred in Christ," 
was sung with greet fervour. Brother 
Goodson earneotJ~- implored the divine ble•
sing. Brother l'quirrell then diR.oerteted on 
the " Bond ot Unity'' with his usual viva
city end soul-slirring warmth, end then 
followed a l'Jleecb from the cbairm•n who 
said they were met that night a.• they 'never 
met before. under new auspices and new 
expectalions. Re then gave a brief outline 
of the history of the cau•e, and stated that 
they were met that night to do honour to one 
to whom honour was due, to one who bad 
been in God's band the honoured instrument 
at a time when the waves of trou hie rolled 
high and a collapse of the little veBSel seemed 
imminent, ot steadfBBtly and bravely standing 
to bis post until the storm bad subsided, and 
the little barque was SBfely landed on the 
golden shore of prosperity. He alluded to 
bis dear brother and beloved fellow deacon, 
Robert Campbell. He then presented to 
Brother Campbell a handsome and valuable 
time-piece, which had been subscribed for by 
the members of the Church and congrega
tion, stating that they were not attempting 
U> pay him for any services he bad rendered. 
but 1111 a token of their love for his work's 
sake, and to show their appreciation of that 
work in the cause of God and truth. The 
name of Mrs. Campbell was honourably 
coupled with that of her husband in that she 
bad cheerfully and gratuitously entertained 
the ministers who bed come to supply since 
the cause bad been without a pastor. 

Mr. Campbell then essayed to return 
thanks, but bis broad, manly chest, was too 
much moved with emotion to allow bis lips to 
give vent to a speech ; for tile thing had 
been kept a perfect secret from him. He 
simply said," Thank you ; God bless you," 
and then gave place to II hymn. 

The writer made a few remarks, and 
Brother Clark, of Wandsworth, delivered a 
soul-elevating and Christ-exalting discourse 
on •• the SBfety of the saints,'' from Deut. 
xx:xili. 3. Another hymn, and Mr. Belr.ber 
closed with prayer one of the happiest 
meetings ever held at Beulah.-S. T. B. 

BOW.-A.nniversary services of Mr. Lee 
were held at Mount Zion on Tuesday, Jan. 
19. In tbe afternoon, .Mr. Hall, of Clapham, 
preached from "So I prayed unto the God 
of heaven." At public meeting Mr. Hall 
presided. Mr. Winters spoke from "I love 
my M1111ter, my wile, and my children; l 
will not go out free.'' He pointed out that 
the wife WIiii an exhibition of the Church of 
Christ, that the cbildre11 were the spiritual 

children, and that the borlnA" of the ears 
•howed the opening of the ears tor the truth. 
Mr. Cornwell then spoke from "Whose 
going11 forth are from everlaRtlng." He 
showed that the Christian WH perfect In 
Christ Jesus before time, which be Illustrated 
by the difference that God bad placed be
tween the sons of Adam, and others In the 
Old nnd New Testament, Mr. Holden from 
" In hope of eterual lite, which God, that 
cannot lie, promised before the world began." 
It is a good hope, for It Is a hope in a God 
of infallible truth, and tree and sovereign 
mercy. Mr. Kempston followed. He ftrst 
•poke on eternal life from John v. 24. 1. 
We have it in the gift of God, for the ~ft of 
God is eternal life. 2. We have it in Christ, 
for when Christ, which is our lile, shall appear, 
then shall we nppear with Him In glory. 3. 
We have this life by the sworn covenant 
which is spoken of in Malachi. 4. By the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, for it is as a 
well of water springing up unto eternal life. 
Then he spoke from " J osbua was clothed in 
filthy garments.'' He came just as be was, 
and God changed his raiment for him: and 
the Lord's people now have two changes of 
garments, one when they are called by grace, 
aud one when they get home to glory. 

LIMEHOUSE.- New Year's tea and 
social m eetin,r was held at Elim on Thurs
day, January 7. The pestor, F. C. Holden, 
presided over the meeting, and addresses 
were ,riven by Deacons Turner, Pike, Bald
win, Kemp, and Read. Brother Baldwin, 
on behalf of the friends, presented the pastor 
with a pocket-book containing the sum of 
£1216s., as a token of their love and con
tinued appreciation of bis services, for which 
the pastor (taken by surprise) returned 
thanks, and also for the loving and able 
address by which it was aceompanied. 
Brethren Dent, Beardwell, Lovelock, and 
Smith, engaged in prayer. The addresses 
were spiritual and good ; the prayers short, 
earnest, and sweet ; the hymns suitable and 
well sung: the meeting altogether harmo
nious, profitable, and encouraging. - F. 
C. HOLDEN. 

WHITECHAPEL.-Mr. R, E. Sears 
celebrated the third anniversary of bis pas
torate at Little Alie-street, on Sunilay, 
January 17. Since he (Mr. S.) has been 
here the cause has greatly increased. Three 
years ago there were a great many empty 
benches ; now the place is very well at
tended. Mr. Stevens, who has been a mem
ber there over (5 years, told us be bas seen a 
great many changes In the place, but never 
saw it look so well 1111 now. This must be 
very cheering to Mr. Sears aod the deacons, 
as well as the fact that all the Institutions 
connected therewith are doiog well, and Mr. 
Hyde, the treasurer, said they were In a 
better position now than last year, finan
cially, numerically, and, we hope, spiritually. 
Messrs. Box, Squirrell, Moxham, Copeland, 
and others. gave addreBles, which were 
edifying and profttable. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF MY GOD. 

llY ,TOHN BOLTON. 
( Contfoued from paqe !H.) 

CHAPTER JI. 

Pu nE fountain of eternal light, 
Who kindles! up the gloomy night 

I oto a glowing flame, 
Do Tbou eeelst n feeble worm, 
Dependent on Thy mighty arm, 

To glorify Thy name, 
But here created powers must fail, 
For who can tell the wondrous tale 

Of whet the Lord bath wroui;bt? 
"0 the depths ! " the apostle cri~s, 
Seeing the mystery outvies 

The utmost stretch of thought. 
No chance can face these grand designs, 
le which eternal wisdom shines, 

SurpeBBing angels' thought; 
Like tender blooms before the sun, 
The blazing splendours of the throne, 

Wither the thing to nought. 
Here carnal reason hides its face, 
Yee, seeks a lower biding-place, 

And lays her weapons down ; 
While wisdom, justice, truth, end grace, 
Still bold their rightful dwelling-piece 

On heaven's eternal throne. 
Here proud free-will must hide its bead, 
And sink into eternal shade, 

When truth its sceptre breaks. 
Free sovereil!'II grace its power displays, 
The fig-leafrobe rots and decays, 

When the Eternal speaks. 
Ah! whet is men that be should boast? 
A sinner fallen, ruined, lost, 

Whose life is but a span ; 
Whose breath is in his Maker's hand, 
Before whose bar he soon must stand. 

Oh, think of this, frail man ! 
And shouldst thou feel thy lost estate, 
I've more to tell thee, ere I get 

Through what I've now in hand : 
My tale is of rich love divine, 
Redeeming souls, once lost like thine, 

To join the heavenly band. 
Ere prophets sang their lofty themes, 
Or faun ta ins filled the rolling streams. 

Or seas displayed a wave, 
Foreseen bed been the fall of men. 
And wisdom, too, had drawn the plan 

A countless host lo save. 
Here human merit sinks end dies, 
Should it attempt to mount the skies, 

Like Degon, it must fall; 
Man is by nature wholly lost, 
Of no good thing bath he to boast, 

For" Christ is All-in-all." 
When such is felt we hear the crv, 
"Oh, save me, Lord, or else I die, 

I sink beneath the wave." 
And then how sweet to hear Him say, 
"I em the Life, the Truth, the Way, 

J mighty am lo save." 
Ye Gospel heralds, tidings bear. 
In Zion's camp the truth declare, 

The glorious work is done ; 

Tell ye her children, weeping 30re, 
To dry their tears, and weep no more, 

Christ hatb thi• victory won. 
Let every sinner hear the aound, 
Tell them in whom salvation's found, 

To whom its praise is due : 
And may the Spirit's quickening- power 
Expel the tempter from his tower. 

And form the heart anew. 
How izreat lhe wisdom, love, and grace. 
Toward a futurP,, fallen race. 

The Triune God display'd. 
For lo! the high and holy Three, 
The covenant ordered rich and free, 

Ere earth or seas were made. 
The Father from His radiant throne 
Looks with an eye of pity down, 

His holy bowels move. 
He graciously vouchsafes to give 
His Sou to die, that man might live. 

Behold ! what wondrous Jove. 
The Soo, with equal love to man, 
Admires the Father's glorious plan, 

Oh, bless His saered Name! 
Oh, what eternal wisdom schemed, 
ThBt ruined man might be redeemed 

By Christ, the slaue;htered Lamb. 
The Holy Ghost was here concerned, 
Of whom the sacred truth is learned

The truth of ancient Jore: 
Without who,e teaching none can know 
The source whence grace and mercy flow, 

Ob, may we know Him more! 
(To be continued.) 

HIGH WY COM BE, BUCKl!.
CHRISTMAS AND NBW YEAR'S MEET
ING.-December 28, the pa.rents, cbil<lren, 
and friends of Zion Chapel Sunday-school, 
met in their prettily decorated school, which 
showed the interest of teachers and scholars 
in· their Christmas gatherin,:. After par
taking of tea, the la.rge num her of friends 
retired into the chapel, while preparation was 
made for the evening meeting : at seven 
o'clock every available space being occupied. 
The President, Mr. W. E. Palmer, gave out 
a well-known and much loved hymn, "All 
hail the power of Jesus' name." God's 
blessing on our school he sought, and a few 
kindly words from the President. Mr. A. 
Dean, and bis class of singers. with a few 
friends, took up the evenin11: by giving that 
beautiful Service of Soni:-, entitled. '· J essica's 
First Prayer," the children reciting the eon
necting portions in a praiseworthy and 
creditable manner. New Year', meeting, 
January 4, 1886, a goodly number assembled 
at 4.30 to teu, and at evening meeting at 
6.30, the schoolroom bein!I' crowded; the 
pestur, Mr. W. E. Palmer, gave oat the 
hymn, "Come. let us join our cheerful 
son~•-" After reading the 108th P,alm, be 
called on Mr. R. Collins, seo., to lead us in 
prayer. The pastor gave a short addreas 
from the words, ·' We have not gone this way 
heretofore; •· Mr. G. Ives from. " God bath 
led me by a right way;" Mr. F. Tilbury on 
"God the Father's love. revealed in His 
great and many gills; " Mr. S. Oakey ex-
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horted us not to forget ell God's beneflte. 
Mr. Colltna, 11en., Reid R few words on the 
preciouane"" of God'e eternal truth, R8 the 
only place of safety for poor -l<ing sinner&; 
after which, he turned to the pRRtor, saying, 
he bad a special work to do before he sat 
down, end one which he entered into with 
ell hro heart : it was to read an eddrl!f!•, and 
to present B testimonial (consisting of B purse 
cooteloiog twenty pounds) to Mr. Palmer. 
He tbeo read the following address:-" Dear 
Sir.-The Lord bas p:reatly blessed your 
minilltry to our 110uls, and we thought we 
1bould like to make ~•ou a little present to 
encourage you in your work, and show our 
Jove to you and the truths you preach which 
ere a good. solid foundation, which wilt stand 
when all else will fail and give way. May 
you find this to cheer you when you are 
downcut and sad, and In your dark moments 
may say, • Who bath believed our report, 
and to whom Is the arm of the Lord re
vealed?' We, dear pastor, have believed 
your report. it bu been truth without eon
tradiction; it has, through God's blessing, 
sweet.ened our bitters, enlightened when 
dark, and we have often said in Zion, • It is 
good to be here.' May God, even our own 
God, bless us together more and more.
Richard Collins, James Maunder, Amos 
Austin, DeacO'nB." Mr. Palmer made a 
feeling acknowledgment of the kindness 
shown him, and B. Osborne closed with 
prayer a very happy meetinj?. The singing
class gave several an lhems, &.c. Collection 
taken for Poor Fund. 

HOMERTON. - Annual New Year'• 
meeting on Tuesday, January 12. Notwith
standing the inclemency of the weather, B 
~od number aer.epted the invitation of Mr. 
Bennett and Messrs. Barmour and Haynes 
to take tea with them previous to the meeting, 
At half-past su:, Mr. Bennett commenced 
the service by sin,zing, end Mr. James Lee 
supplicated the throne of grace. The pastor 
briefly introduced the subjects selected for 
the brethren to speak upon. Mr. Griffiths 
said the covenant of graee, or new covenant, 
seu forth the wonders and greatness of God ; 
it leads our minds to think upon the cove
nant made by the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Tile words of the text tell us of the 
new covenant (Heh. viii. 8), but it is the old 
covenant revealed in the New Testament, 
and all the blessings we are the recipients of 
are due to the free and sovereign grace of 
-God flowing from the ocean of new cove
nant mercy ; the law co11demns us, but the 
grace of the new covenant brings pardon 
and peace. May we all know and under
stand it, for Christ's sake. Mr. William 
Waite: There ill a great difference in the 
experience of God'• people. Some need 
strong meat, others, those who are young in 
the way of salvation, need to be more gently 
dealt with, but all must be taught of the 
Lord to undersland and obey the iojunctionr 
"Come out from among them.'' May Goa 
give Ui His Spirit to follow His command, 
and write His new name on our bee.rt. Mr. 
J. H. Lyno said: We are but tbe clay. All 

the life thRt is In us is of God. The potter 
may mould, and fMhlon, nnd beaullfv, but 
be cannot vivify 11. All the glory of thRt 
belongs to the p:reat Alml,:bty God. To he 
a new creature in Christ must be Christ In 
you, heart with henrt, pulse with pulse, life 
with life. Mr. Myerson toM us It was often 
a time of mourning here; but at times we 
could sing the new soup:. They sang the 
Mell!'ianlc P~nlm in the future tense; we 
sing of Him in the past-He has come, and 
we hope in our hearts. Mr. Boulton gave 
expression to some excellent things relating 
to the love of God. Messrs. Dawson, Hayes, 
and Barmour also took part.-J. W. B. 

BROSELEY.-Monday, Dec. 28, 1885, a 
tea and presentation meeting took place In 
Birch Meadow Chapel. The former of 
which was served in an excellent manner by 
the female teachers. The after meeting, Mr. 
W. Smith (Hilston) presided. After singing 
hymn, Mr. J. Clevbury offered prayer. The 
chairman then called upon Mr. A. Shinn, 
who distributed, with some terse remarks. a 
valuable Jot of books to the scholars tor 
regular attendance and good behaviour 
during the past year. Another hymn, and 
Mr. Patten in Appropriate words, presented 
on behalf of teachers and friends a teacher's 
Oxford Bible (a revilled edilion) and views of 
the Mediterranean, of high finish and costly 
binding, to Mr. Shinn, who is leaving the 
neighbourhood, as a token of esteem and 
recognition of earnest, devoted interest and 
work in connection with chapel and school, 
in the management of which, for some time 
past, be has taken an active part. In a very 
able speech, the recipient thanked the friends 
for their kiodnelll', showing how the Lord 
bad met with his soul through their late 
pastor (Mr. Thomas Jones). Addresses of 
encouragement followed by Mr. E. B. Lloyd 
(Sydenham), J. Beddows (Willenball), Mr. 
Bradley (Birmingham). The <'hildren's 
recitations, the sweet music by the choir, 
the addresses, and presentations, all tended 
to make this a gladsome gathering. 

BILSTON.- BROAD - STREET.-A tea 
and public meeting was held here oo New 
Year's-eve. About 150 friends sat. down to 
the well-laden tables-the provision and 
arrangements beinp: all that could be desired. 
After the usual half-hour interval, the chair 
was filled by Mr. E. B. Lloyd, pastor of 
Sydenbam, and son of our venerable deacon, 
Mr. Simeon Lloyd, to the utmost satisfaetion 
of all present. Mr. George Banks (Wiilen
hall), in a neat addres.•, gave us words of 
counsel, directing our minds to the Author 
and Finisher of our ~alvation. Pastor David 
Smith greeted the friends and brethren with 
kindly words. The Sunday-school scholars 
deserved credit (or the clear way they recited 
their pieces. The special Chrilltmas anthems 
by the choir were much appreciated. The 
usual vote of thanks. The meeting closed 
by singing, " Praille Ood, from whom all 
blessings flow." Later on a solemn hour was 
spent in closing theOld and opening the New 
Year. 
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THE LATE MR. G. KELLAWAY. 
Dl!AR MR. HANKS, AND BBLOTl!D IN 

THI! LORD -Our dear old friend Mr. Kell
away fell asleep December 21. During the 
last few moolh• of hi• mort~I life he wa• a 
great oulfererl but wonderfully supported, 
although oftt me• pas•lng through great 
darkness, and bitter soul conflict, yet he wa• 
more frequently kept In perfect peace, 
having bis mind stayed on the God of his 
811lvatloo, The portion of Scripture on the 
card dwelt much on his mlud for weeks 
before his departure to glory (1 Peter v. 10). 
Again and again bee he nld to me when 
visiting him, "nfter that ye have suflered 
awhile," nod expressed too with a solemn 
manifestation of soul feeliD!f. w,11, my deer 
friend, he i• gone o little before you. Often 
bas he mentioned your name, end your path 
of affliction of late, but too week and ill to 
write to you ; in prayer our dear old friend 
was much favoured at times, but we shall 
hear his voice no more in this vale of tears, 
and would desire to bless the Lord In that 
our loss is his eternal gain. He was mnch 
favoured to the lost. I think I may say " his 
Maker took bis soul away," it was indeed a 
falling asleep. 

I am sorry lo see by EARTHEN VESSEL 
that the Lord bas seen fit to odd to yonr cup 
of sorrow by taking your beloved son Robert; 
yet, my dear friend, I doubt n11t but you 
will say," Love is seen in every stroke of the 
Father's bond.'' I am fully aware it is only 
as the Lord is pleased to sanctify the dis
pensations of His providence that you can 
submit thereunto. I knew your dear son 
well, and deeply sympathize with you in 
the loss you have sustained, but like our dear 
old friend Kellaway he is gone to be with 
Christ which is far better. TheLordblessand 
support you, and if consistent with Hls good 
pleasure raise up and strengthen you for a 
little time longer, to testify to His faithful
ness and loving kindoes,, as manifest in 
the glorious person and precious sal
vation of our exalted Lord Jesus Christ. 
That JEHOVAH THE SPIRIT may cause 
your soul to revel in the eternal sea of 
J ehovah's love, grace, mercy and peace, and 
then the day will come when you will be 
welcomed home to your Father's house. 
Blessed be the Lord for the prospect, but 
what must it be to be Lhere? It is cbeeriug 
to see that the Lord graciously favoured your 
dear departed· son with some moments of 
quietude before be was token by death. Poor 
dear man, the last time I saw him et the 
Surrey Tabernacle, I asketl him bow be was, 
after the evening service. And bis expres
sive answer proved he was intensely s~ffer
ing. One remark was, ·' I could not see you 
or the pulpit, although sitting very near.'' I 
have known him, I think, nearly fourteen 
years. The Lord bless and support the dear 
ones, who have lost one of the best of fathers. 
The Lord !(rant you a Happy New Year, 
causing you to abound in hope through the 
power of the Holy ~pirit. With much love 
in the Lord, I am yours, iu hope of reaching 
home at last. RICHARD VARDER. 

D~cember 31, 188.5. 

[We thank our brother Mr. Varder much 
for his Christian letter. It hi over forty years 
since we first bad our most ,iugular, truly 
original, and genuine brother, Georl!'e Kell
away, in our houae and ehapel. Hi.• know
ledge of Christ knit our heart to him in a 
strong an<I holy bond: this Will! never shaken. 
0, yea! how much we loved Christ in friend 
Kellaway no one can tell.-C. W. B.] 

GAINSBOROUGH.-A ,peeiai sermon 
was delivered in the Particular Baptist 
Chapel, Spring Gardens, on Sunday, Dec. 
27.1885, by Pastor W. Rowtou Parker; the 
oubject being "The Mini•try of Angels." 
The discourse set forth how in many way~ 
the angels of God are used of Him in carry
Ing out the eternal covenant of gTace; how 
they ministered not ,only to the Lord Jesus 
Christ but to every blood-bought sain• of 
God : "Are they not all ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister," &c. A public 
watch-night service was also held on Thurs
day, Dec. 31, commenciug at 10.30 p.m., 
with a sermon by the pastor, having special 
reference to the occasion ; this was followed 
by a prayer mectin!l'. The last momen Is of 
the Old Year and the first of the New Year 
being spent in silent prayer; the hymn was 
then announced, "Come, let us anew," &:c. ; 
shortly after the service closet! with the 
benediction. The pastor then wished the 
whole cougregation a Happy New Year in 
its truest and best sense, end great spiritual 
prosperity. A mid-day devotional meeting 
was also held at 1 p.m. on New Year's-day, 
and a social New Year's tea-meeting for 
members of the Church and congregation 
took place at 5.30 p.m., which was followed 
in the eveniug by a conversazione. and a very 
pleasant time was thus spent. 

SYDENHAM, OXON.-An ioterestiog 
and encouraging meetiug took place on 

'Monday eveniDI?, January 4, at Ebeuezer 
Chapel ; the object . being thanksgiving to 
the Lord for His goodness during the past 
year. The meeting opened by singing, 
reading a portion of God's Word, and prayer, 
followed by an address from Mr. E. B. 
Lloyd (pastor), who in an earnest manner 
reviewed the manifested blessing of God 
towards them in a spiritual and temporal 
sense in the vear 1885. Mr. Daniel Chown 
and Mr. William Chown also spoke words 
suilnbie to tbe occasion. Mr. Oliver Young 
(secretary of the school) presented the pastor 
with a beautiful time-piece, with glass-shade, 
on behalf of teachers, scbolal'll, and friends. 
In receiving the same, Mr. Lloyd thanked 
them for this token of their Christian affec
tion towards him, wishing them all a very 
happy and prosperous New Year. There was 
a good number present. 

SHARNBROOK, BEDS.-On Wednes
day, January 6, the friends at Bethlehem 
chapel held their annual tea, at which more 
were present than was expected. In the 
evening, Mr. King, of Carlton, preached nn 
encou!'a6 iug sermon from Isa. xiii. 16. 
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A LOVING CHURCH CHEERING A. 
PAINTING PASTOR. 

[We pralt1e the Lord for such testimonie!! 
a, the following. J . 

BBLOVBD BROTHER IN THE LORD,-1 
am eo deeply impr~ with the kln<lne11s of 
my dear friends and with the •~·mpathiElng 
letter written to me, tbot I feel I should like 
B record of this to be marle in the EARTHEN 
VESSEL. as B memorial, if you will ~ant 
me such indulgence. We, yesterday, bad 
B public prayer meeting in the forenoon, 
which, I think, will never be forgotten. The 
Lord WIii' in our midst, and the friends much 
enjoyed His presence. In the afternoon, I 
gave B short addreS111 hardly knowing how to 
stand up in the pulpit, my head and chest 
being eo bad. I fear I shall not be able to 
drag through thi~ year. Youl'I! affectionately 
in Jesu11. B. TAYLOR. 

"DRAR PASTOR. - We, the deacons, 
membel'!l. and congregation, desire to f,!Teet 
you by wishing you a Happy ?;ew Yelll', 
and beg your acceptance of this small sum, 
1111 a tokan of our love to you. We wish the 
eum could have been greater; but it is our 
lot, BS a Church. to be poor and needy. We 
thank God for splll'ing your valuable life, 
and preserving you throu gb another year ; 
and that, through you, we have the continu
ance of the ministry of the glorious Gospel. 
We are, in a measnre, acquainted with your 
life trials and troubles, which you have been 
called to pBSS through, believing the aame to 
work for your good, our good, and the glory 
of God. We ~ympatbize with you in all 
your afflict ions, and BJ'e sorry for our many 
iilults and failings. by which, we fear, we 
have wounded your delll' mind, during the 
pBSt yelll'. We pray that through the yelll' 
upon which we have entered, )'OU may be 
enabled to set before us, 8S you ever have 
done the great things of Je,us Christ, and 
to lay the sinner low in the dust, that we 
may be mutually blessed ; and if spared to 
see the close ol the yelll', you may be favoured 
to SBY it bas been the bappiest yelll' of your 
ministry. And when IBBt come last, may 
nastor and people all meet in that bleased 
iand of pure delight, where we shall never 
have to say l!.'ood-bye, but be favoured to gue 
for ever on the ever unfolding beauty and 
glory of our adorable Lord Jesus-

" Signed on behalf of the church and con
gregation, by 

•· P. ELSEY, W ATKINS. M. BIRD, 
AND J. ELMER." 

The hearty thanks of both pastor and 
people are given to sister Bird and Adkins, 
for their zeal and activity in coliecling the 
su1n presented. 

Pulbam-St. ~ary, January 4, 1886. 

TROWBRIDG E.-Annual meet in 11: of 
teacben- and friend• to ISunday-scbool on 
Tl.Juroday, January 14. About 260 took tea. 
At tbe meeting which followed, Mr. Schofield 
presided. Mr. Jobe Gore, jun., read report, 
wuich showed school aod funds to be in a 
very satisfactory state. Mr. William Apple-

g11te, in a well-ordered nod pointed addre89, 
which wae lletened to with the greatest 
po89lble attention, spoke of hi• attachment to 
the school. He (Mr. A.) rejoiced to know 
t.bat their Jabour bad not been in vain; 110me 
had been brought by the grece or God from 
the school Into the Church, nnd It was also a 
pleBBing fact 1hat Mr. Schofield, like the late 
John Kershaw, took practical Interest In the 
welfare of the young. Mr. Applegate, In the 
name of the teacher• and friend~, presented 
Mr, Long with B hand10me timepiece. Mr. 
Long and Mr. Applegate had worked to
gether as superintendents harmoniously for 
over 20 year•. This token of esteem and 

.affection for Mr. Long was presented to him 
on resigning the post of superintendent; but 
we BJ'e glad to say he still holds the office of 
deacon to the cause at Zion, which Is so dear 
to bis heart. Mr. Loni!,' is a steady-going, 
loving Christian, and, by the graee of God, 
an ornament to his profession in the Church 
and in his daily avocation. We rejoice at 
this manifestation of respect to him. On 
accepting it, Mr. Long brieftv replied. 
Being of a very sensitive nature,· bis reply 
can be better imagined than described. Our 
old friend and brother, ,James Oram, Mr. 
Gideon Gore, and Mr_ Pollard, sen., also 
spoke. During the evening an theme were 
sung by the children, and as the large con
gregation were about to disperse, they gave 
forth in sweet, harmonious strains, "Lord, 
now lettest Tbou Thy servant depart in 
peace.•' The occasion was also Mr. and Mrs. 
l:!ebofield•s silver weddinir. 

BRIXTON.-Tbe eleventh anniversory of 
the Sunday-school in connection with the 
Brixton Tabernacle was held on Sundav and 
Tuesday January 10 and 12. The sermons 
on Lord's-day were delivered by the pastor, 
end a children's service held in the afternoon 
of that day. On the TuesdayMr.W. H. Myer
son preached, and in the evening.a public 
meeting was beld in the schoolroom, which 
was very prettily decorated with ivy, laurel, 
and evergreen, Scripture banneretts, and 
appropriate illuminated texts; presided over 
by our esteemed friend, Mr. Tbomas Carr, of 
tbe Surrey Tabernacle, who in his opening 
address and during tbe evening made some 
very sweet, precious, and cheering remarks. 
Mr. Cornwell, the superintendent, read the 
annual report, which WBB very encouraging, 
and from which it appeared that the srbool 
wBB improving in usefulness end numbers. 
Mr. W. H. Lee, of Bow, spoke very pre
ciously on the "ords, "Instead of tby fathers 
shall be thy children, whom thou mayest 
make princes in all the earth.'' Mr. T. 
Stringtr then delivered a noble, bold, end 
stirring address from those beautiful words in 
Psalm cxlv. 11, "They shall speak of the 
glory of Tby kingdom." :\fr. W. WinterP, 
of Waltham-abbey, followed with some sound 
Scriptural and practical remarks on Sunday
scuool work. Mr. Hol, en, of Limehouse, 
and Mr. Cornwtll als, delivered good ad
dre,,e~, aod the m, eting closed with singing 
the doxology and benediction. The eollec
tioos amounted to £12 6s, 5d,, which is leai 
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than on previous years, and a• the expenses 
are heavier this Is a serious matter, and help 
£rom friends Is solicited. The reduction in 
the eollectlons I•, no doubt, attributable to 
the feet that •Ince Mhy last we have com
menced contributing to a fund for the reduc
tion of the chapel debt.-G. F. GRAY. 

GLEMBFORD. - Special New Year's 
services were held at Providence Baptist 
chapel on Sunday, January 3, 1886. _Three 
sermons, which were comforting, experimen
tally, and ably preached by Mr. A. Morlin~, 
of Broekley. We are thankful the Lord IS 
calling young and faithful men Into the 
:field to preach the Gospel, Mr. Morllng is a, 
very useful aervant of the Lord'• at Brockley. 
Having many preaching elations; people are 
gathered under bis ministry, and his labour• 
blest to souls. Mr. A. J. Ward, of Ebenezer, 
Glemsford, being present, took part in the 
service, On the Monday a public. tea and a 
public meeting. The pastor hemp; absent 
and afflicted it cut a gloom over the meet
ing. Mr. Marling preaelied. Brother Cook, 
deacon, prayed. A portion of the Word was 
read. Mr. Crown, of Wratting, gave an 
address upon the Shepherd and the sheep. 
His remarks were profitable and selemn, 
referring to his long-known friend and 
brother Page. Mr. Morling's address was 
wltli sympathy towards pastor and people. 
The presence of the Lord was felt. and where 
the Master is it is good to be there. 
Our brother Robert Page, the pastor of 
Providence chapel, well known to you as 
an old friend, IS aeriouely ill. Mr. Page 
-preached the last Lord's-day of the old year, 
but felt ill. This is a heavy affliction for the 
Church, with which he hll!I laboured for 
many years, being their pastor for over seven 
years. Love and union with one anothe!, 
and the blessing of the Lord has been their 
happy lot. We are praying the Lord to 
.raise him again to preach His trutb.-W. 
HUDSON. 

Cramped ism• and .chism•, and crime•, and 
wickedness abounding, and in •flken dre91l89 
t.oo. Our l!'l'eat statesmen, at their wits end, 
know not how to act. How need o( prayer 
for sparing mercies! Babylon oaid she 8hould 
sit a lady, for ever intoxicated with her 
•plendour; in a moment fell. Alae ! what is 
earthly grandeur? 

A MOTHER IN ISRAEL. 

Enough of the dark side, now let us hear 
what Isaiah oays: " Unto us a child is born, 
&c.,'· and the government on His sbonldel"!!, 
and 80 on. Blessed are they who are under 
Hisrule1 come what will;safe in His pavilion, 
our life hid with Christ in God, what want 
we more? Tl.ien continual peaee in Him
self, our joy and strength, and a present help 
In trouble, and bring good out of evil. No 
more, 80 tired. Yours in everlBBting love. 
and in_ the noblest bon.(!s, 

M. MARTIN. 

NORBITON.-ZION.-Tbe New Year's 
meeting was held on Jan. I, when Mr. R. E. 
Sears preached two excellent sermons, after
noon from 2 Sam. xiv. 4, "Help, 0 King." 
Christ a King. Times and seasons when we 
need His help and when we may expect it. 
In the evening tile text was from Judges 
xiii. 22, 23. The husband's fear and the 
wife's faith: arguments she used why God 
would not destroy them ; what encourae:e
ment for the children of God, He would not 
have heard our prayel"!! and granted us 
answers of peace if He bad intended to 
destroy us. We felt it 11:ood to be in God's 
house on that occasion. Brother Stevens 
thanked those friends who were present that 
had helped us with the building fund, which 
amounted with the promises to £50. Truly 
God has done great things for u•, whereof we 
are glad.-J. L, D. 

MR. CORNWELL'S ISDEPE:S-DESCE. 
A la.Uy bring-s ns a. notice of Mr. Com we ff~ 

'speech at the Sovereign Grace Mission anniver
sary. 'l.'he notice referred to Is from a City 
journal, e.nd in it a.re· words like these: "The 
adoption of the report wa.s moved by .Mr. Corn• 
well, a gentleman described as· a minister." Iu 
the course of a. very peculiar speech, be said that. 
he did not care 'n. b11.d sixpence· whether the 
Conservatives or tbc Radicals were in the 
majority, for he ~·a.:; neither ConsPrva.tive. 
Liberal, Radical-no, nor even a Paroellite-nor 
did be care whether tht~ Church was (lisestab
lished or not. Then followeU a conch of native 
eloquence. He did not know whether a bishop 
wore o. rom1d ha.t or a sqaa.re one, for he hchl 
never seen one in his ltie.'' 

MR. BANK,, DEAR FBIEND AND COM· 
PANION IN TRIBULATION, - I herewith 
send you I0s. in stamps: five for chapel debt, 
and five for poor tund. Troubled to rise up in 
bed to write; very, very weak and 111; pray 
my mind may be kept in peace, in Jesus •~fe, 
held up in His loving arms; no peace or safety 
out of Him. Just give me a hne to say how 
you are, de11r friend. 

Just heard from my dears in Brisbane, 
C1ueensland, Australia. Cattle died b.Y buu
dreds for want of rain, no water to drink, all 
leaving their homesteads anti flocking to 
Brisbane for footl and employment; then the 
rain came and their hope brightened. Wbat 
a favoured isle is ours, bur, alas ! we have 
abused our privileges and lightly esteemed 
our bles~ngs. I weep witn tbe prophet 
over our great city,_ w!th be~ m_idnight 
dark, dark dens of in1qu1ty, which 1s loutlly 
calling for vengeance- Our country c_on
vulsed, our great minded ones pondering, 
thinking, trembling for fear our 11:1erchant 
men can't keep their balance ID trade. 

,ve shonld ca.ll the foregoing rem:lrks as ex
pressh·e of Mr. Cornweu·~ i1uli.fference to all 
politic&! partizaushlp. Some years ha.ve passed 
a.wo.y since Mr. Cornwell mounted the white 
horse of the free-grace Go:,pel. We were a.t bis. 
first ordination at Stoke Newington. \Ve "W"ere 
at the stone-la_ying or the first Brixt0n Ta.ber
n11cle, where Mr. Cornwell prospered in the 
mluistry for some years. :Now he stands as the 
minister of a new o.nd noble edifice; and M1·. 
Cornwell simply means, bls wholP he:i,rt a.nd 
~oul is so set upon the dtspen.1311,tion of the Guspel, 
that he cannot attend or ca.lte part in the \!ou
tention of political war~. Mr. Cornwell ie a.n 
oriG"inal, a. persevering, a gifted ma.u, and WL~ 

hope he is doing a good work ln tll" k.ingJl)W or 
Christ. 
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BB[(l IITON .-Al Ebenezer cha.pel, tbe goorl 
work In connection witb tbc Blo.nket•lendlng 
Mo.ternnl, and Dore•• Society, Is golne: on. Th~ 
report read at t-hc annual meeting, on DC'cember 
10, 11~6, •bow• tbRt the commit.tee Are most 
•rne•• and energetic in tbl• their labour of 
lo.-e. Mrs. Barrie (ll&rnet). &nd Mro. Payne by 
their benevolence, have mAterlally strengtbencil 
t be h&nds of the committee 

WIDCOMBE, BATH.-" Then we,e our mouth 
filled with laughter." Truly. tbie is what we 
felt at Wldrombe on Toeeday eveninlJ. Ja.nuarv 
19, 1886. For nearly twenty yeArs there bas 
been a debt of £100 owing on the chapel. About 
two years aR"o the friends dC'termined to clear 
it, e.nd such wa, the energy dioplaved. tho.t by 
the C"m! of l&"t year wei rah1ed, tbi-ouS"h God;s 
gracious help, £137, wbicb po.id the debt, cleared 
the accnmula.ted interest, and mAt one or two 
sundry expense,. To celebrate this happy 
event, we bad a. be.lleluj&h meeting a.A above. 
A good numbci,r se.1 down to tea, art.er wbich the 
same old pastor tbat bn~ been tbert" the le.st 
twent)·-fl'\""e year.-.. Mr. John Huntley, took the 
chair over a very hearty gothering. In bis 
rem&rk•. he spoke of the greo.t gratitude that 
lilied him as be thougbt of wbal God hart 
wrongbt. Since he had been there, the whole 
or the body or the chapel had been re-pewed. 
a beating appo.ratns introduced, & rostrum and 
baptistry built, and now the old debt wae gone. 
" Not unto us : Not onto us, 0 Lord ! but unto 
Thy no.me give glory." The chapel is now 
vested in the names of thirteen trusteeF, to be 
held perpetually for the preaching or the old 
Goepel. He especi&lly thanked the )'oung people 
for the great help they b&d rendered. Tben tbe 
po.ator's curate (hie son, John Ryland Huntley) 
a.dded a few words, and showed the Script11ral 
principle or oystem&tie&lly giving to the Lord's 
work. Brethren MiUo.rd and Chesterman added 
their testimonies, and our eTer-green friend, 
John Seame.n, who rene"'S lJls youth like the 
eagle, spoke in stirring and feeling terms of the 
Lord's dee.lings with him. Then when we 
thought the meeting we.s over, a friend was 
prompted to offer £10 towards the £100 required 
towards cleaning the building. This so pro
voked others to good works, that by the close 
we bad £27 promised. This has since been 
increased to £43. Ob. lHro.el, trust thou in tbe 
Lord. Thus the year has begun with much 
temporal blessing, the be.rbinger, we hope, of 
greaier eplritue.l prosperity; e.nd so the lan
guage of ow· hearts is, " We will bless the Lord 
fron.,. this time forth, &nd for evermore:· 

L YNTON-BOAD SLNDAY-BCHOOL .. -The 
annn&l Winter treat to the scholars of this 
school took plo.ce on January 20. Tea wo.e pro
vided ; and afterwo.nis severe.I scholars gave 
recit&tions1 which were listened to wi tb mneh 
attention. The most interesting feature of the 
evening was tbe presentation to M.r. Thomu 
Knott of a handsome music whatnot, by Mr. 
Thomas .L&wrence, on behalf of the committee, 
te&cber•. and schol&rs. Mr. Knott h&o been 
connected with the acbool ever eioce ito com
mencement in 1861, having served &s teacher, 
libra.rt.e.n, secretary, and, for the p&et six yea.rs, 
snperintendeot, a post whlclJ he has been com
pelled to relinquish, owing, in a great measure, 
w tb• fe.ct of bis having been made o. dee.con of 
the chapel, aod also Secretary of the Surrey 
To.bern&cle Benefit Society. A sil,er pll,te, 
alll.i.ed Lo the whe,tnot, beo.re the following 
inscription : "'Presenied to Mr. Tbomas Knott. 
on his retirement from the office of euperillten• 
dent of Lynton-rd. Sunday-school, Bermondeey, 
.,. a token or the affection and esteem of the 
oommitt.ee, teachers, &D.d scholars," As a 
farther mark ol their regard, the committee 
o.nd teachers have e!ec\ed Mr. Knott vice
preoident of ibe school. 

' HADLEr<JH.-Our mombe1-.·ann11al t<-& took 
place on Wedne1day, Janu&ry ta, when a goodh 
number o.eoembled. Toa hHin11 been partBkei, 
or, a pnbllc meeting wae held. The poetor pre
sided; brother Woollard eoogbt tbe divine 
bl898lng. The balancc-eheet, which we.s o. very 
ea\lefo.ctory one, was prc■entcd. Add,...sses 
were given by brethren Keen, Sewell Wo.toon 
and Miller. The paet year ho.e been o~e of blee: 
Bing And prosperity, both a• regard• the Church 
a.nd achool : and. our congrega.tlona continue 
very encouraging. " The Lord or hoata la with 
us. and the God of JRcob is our Refuge." we 
ha\'e been co.lied to part wltb eome of our num
ber; but others have aleo been brought In. We 
felt we had much cause to unito In einglng at 
the close of thie happy meeting "Praise &id 
from whom all bleBBluge flow," etc. On thellrst 
Lord's-day in lhc yenr. three "'ere added to ue 
by ba.pttsm. 

!lirt!r. 
Ou December 20, 1885, al 13, Westmlneter

terre.cc, Motley, Plymouth, tbe '"ile of Edwin 
M. Bo.con. or o. daughter. 

@ur at'amhstones. 
On December 29, 1885, Mrs. Davie• wife of 

Mr. Thoma■ D&vleo, late of Poplar. ' 
In arreotlon&te remembrance or Eliza J 

(Lizzie), eldest daughter of Mr. s. J. B&nks: 
B&pli1t minister, Banbridge, who fell asleep iti 
Jesus on Su':'da.y morning, December 20, 1885, 
and entered 1010 rest, ll'W!tlng m her Saviour 
"It Is l!niohed." Her remains ue interred in 
the Baptist Cemetery, To.ndragee. 

It has pleased tbe Lord to come Into thla little 
garden. and remove from our midst oar dear 
and belo.-ed brother, Thom&s Tborn of West
end Baptist chapel, Tring. He was C:ne of our 
oldest member■, and oar oldesl deacon. He was 
bo.ptized and received into the Cbnrch In August 
1841. A weak and humble follower of the Lord 
Jeewi Christ, & peace-maker. Hit! daily life 
walk, and eonvenatlon, wa.1 euch as becomeih 
the Gospel of the bleeeed God, which wa• e.-er 
dear lo bis heart. Our good brother Kendall 
'Visit.ed him many times during his illneu, ever 
since last Joly, and he always round him io " 
beautiful, calm frame of mind, llrm!y fixed on 
the Rock Cbrl■ I Jo■us, e.nd trusting alone to 
wbo.t He baa done and 1ufferod here below, &nd 
what be ie doing for us now. He sweetly 
breathed out bis 1001 ioto the hand■ or that 
God who ga.-e II, oo Friday, Jan@, 1886, aged 81 

'' Triumphant in hie closing eyo, 
The hope of glory shone; 

Joy breatbed In his expiring sigh, 
To think lhe fight was won. 

Gently the pasaing spirit lied, 
Bustain'd by grace divine; 

Ob, may ouch grace on ms be ■bed, 
And make my end like hl1." 

We laid the mortal remains of our brother In 
the silent tomb in Ch&alsbury Churchyard, in 
■ure and certain hope of a joyful resurrection 
to eleroal l!fe. Our brother was & reader and 
dear lover or the EARTHEN VESSEL for very 
many years. May the Lord comfort and cheer 
the bea.rt of our dear aged eieter, all the family, 
and the Cbnrcb, is the hnmble and earneat 
prayer of yours in the bonds of the Goapel,-T. 
F. KlllnLE. 

On Jo.n11ary 4, Mr. Will lam Bowe, aged 63; 
tor many years an exemple.rymemberof Bethel, 
Poplar. The paelor, H. F. Noye•, officiated e.t 
the burial o.t tbe East London Cemetery, and on 
the following Lord'a-da1 evening preached o. 
fnner&l sermon from the text glnn the deceal8d 
in h11 la1t illne•• In a.newer ao pre.yer, "Thine 
eyes ■hall see the King In Hia bea11ty; they 
shall behold the land tbat I• very rar olt." 



i ~rnnb ~ro~gdit l]ninting. 
BY ONE OF THE OLD MASTERS. 

"Salvation I let the echo fly 
The spacious earth around, 

Till all the armies of the sky 
Conspire to raise the sound," 

"Then said T, Here am I, send Me!" 

OF the Dover dissolution I know nothing. "One of old Deborah's 
daughters" thinks; from hearing so many snpplies, that ~ome of 

them are only word-spinners; in fact, these are but words, winds, and 
watery vapours, except the great saying of the Master be realised in a 
man-

" IT IS NOT YE THAT SPEAK, BUT THE SPIRIT OF MY FATHER WHICH 
SPEAKETH IN YOU." 

THEN-ah, then, sleepy sonls are awakened, careless hearts are aroused, 
even seared consciences are alarmed, blind eyes are opened, sin appears 
indescribably dreadful. The state of a soul lost, when inwardly brought 
to see it, will dry up the appetite, will take away every kind of peace, 
throw a black cloud upon the whole world, and turn the man into a 
Mager-miseabib-a terror to himself and to all who know him. 

To the merely natural mind the Bible is full of mysteries. The 
real inside experiences of a regenerated soul is full of mysteries too. 
When the mystery in the Book is made to fit in with the mystery in 
the soul, then the Bible becomes most convincing, eternally true, and 
confidence in its verity cannot be shaken. Yes! the words against us, 
as well as those for us, are received as _true, although we know not at the 
moment from whence they come, or by whom they are spoken. 

Well, sirs, after a long and serious affliction, after what, to me, has 
proved one of the most intensely painful bereavements; after some 
peaceful seasons of a hopeful future; after reading my title clear, this 
horrible sentence came into me, as it were, of itself. I mean, who sent 
it in I cannot tell. The sentence was this-

" HELL FROM: BENEATH IS M:OV:ED FOR THEE AT THY COMING!" 
I had not been reading it, nor hearing of it. It came as a message 

delivered secretly in my mind; bot who the messenger was I knew not. 
"What!" said I to myself, '' after all, will the dogs of hell be sent 

to hunt my soul down to the pit where JESUS' per!on, name, or worship 
are never known? " 

The dreadful message set me to think over the darkest parts of my 
life, and I said, 

" MINE IS A BAD CASE ! " 
Now, these are solemn premises, these are experience!! not to be 

sneered down. Heaven knows I write truly. I questioned myself as 
to the character I had been. "An angel of light" merely? Those 
lines came-

VoLUIIIE XLil,-MARCB, 1886. F 
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"Devils believe and tremble 100, 

But Satan CANNOT LOVE." 

I said to myself, " I OAN LOVE! " Before I could have any motive of 
an earthly kind, Jesu11 had 

"Won my affections and bound my heart fast." 

Still, there was a terror in my feelings, arising from the coming in of 
the words, "Hell from beneath is moved for thee at thy coming." No 
sooner had I said, "Mine is a bad case," than the words of Isaiah 
flashed in upon my soul, '' Then flew one of the seraphim UNTO ll!E, 
having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off 
the altar; and he laid it upon my mouth and said, Lo! this hath touched 
thy lips, and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.'' 

No feelings of excitement. of comfort, or of freedom were produced; 
but mentally I was led to look upon that most magnificent 

INSPIRED PAINTING, 
that remarkable vision which the prophet had, and which he lines out 
and fills up, so full of heavenly instruction. 

My reader! if yon have never surveyed this great scene, it may be 
Elf some use to you to notice its most significant features. 

First. All the heavens are opened unto the prophet, and he saw 
CHRIST IN HIS ORIGUTA.L GLORY. 

Isaiah marks the time, as we all do when some special manifestation, 
visitation, or deliverance is wrought for us. To be sure! we cannot 
forget the words, or the works, which the SPIRIT of CHRIST favours us 
with. Can I forget that Sunday morning when Jesus called me out of 
sleep, out of bed, to fall at. His feet, and to cry out, "Lord, fulfil this 
promise in me-Christ shall give thee light." Can I forget that same 
forenoon when the Gospel (for the first time in my life) came to me, 
'' not in word only, but in power, in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance," saying, "Being confident of this very thing, that He which 
bath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ?'' My reader, if the Lord to thy heart bath spoken, you will 
not forget that. See how often, in the Acts of tbe Apostles, Paul tells 
of the time when Christ met him, and said,'' I am Jesus, whom thou 
persecutest. So Isaiah here saith, " It was in the year that king 
Uzziah died, I saw also 

"THE LORD SITTING UPON A THRONE, 

'' High and lifted up! And His train filled the temple." Sirs, let me 
apeak freely, lovingly, gratefully unto you, whether ye believe and 
receive it or not. Christ, the eternal Son of God, " the Son of the 
Father in truth and love," God's well beloved Son, had been in the 
bosom of the Father from all eternity-before all the ages. But a 
throne was prepared for Him, a kingdom was assigned to Him, a work 
was appointed to Him, and a glory was to honour Him for ever and ever. 

Oh, who shall attempt to sketch out the majesty, the mystery, the 
iJPlendonr of that scene when the Father brought forth His only-begotten 
Son?-set Him upon His throne !-when He became high and lifted up! 
when His train filled the temple, and when the divine fiat was pro
claimed-
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"LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM ! " 

Isaiah "saw" it; he tell~ us of it. We are amazed; but to realise the 
11acred scene, with us, it is impossible. 

Natural men, wit,h some certain theological bias, never having come 
never having been led by the Spirit into the spiritual fellowship of th; 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; such Jetter-learned such 
outside believers, are sure to laugh at the expressed experiences ~f the 
heaven-born soul. They are like the Jews of old, of whom the author 
of " Songs of Rest '' says:-

" They all were looking for a king 
To slay their foes and lift them high; 

Thou cam'st a little baby thing 
That made a woman cry. 

0 Bon of Man, to right my lot 
Nought but Thy presence can avail; 

Yet out the road Thy wheels are not, 
Nor on the sea Thy sail: 

My bow or when Thou wilt not heed, 
But come down Thine own secret stair, 

That Thou may'st answer all my need, 
Yea, every by-gone prayer;" 

~ Ah! child of God! it is Christ's coming down His own " secret 
stair'' into your soul, and therein whisper!! in you, and reveals Heaven's 
mercies in you; these are the consoling witnesses in your experience; 
these are the secrets of the Lord that are with you and these sovereign 
favours instrumentally open the doors of the new covenant to you, and 
you behold the transcendant difference between " the plaster of Paris'' 
which clothes the external professor and the often much-afflicted child 
of God, who, as regards his spiritual mind, lives only with Jesus, the 
chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely to his spirit. 

I am getting yon away from the grand prophetic painting which 
Isaiah saw. There is the Lord Himself; the prophet says he "saw 
Him." There is the altar with the live coals, all full of holy fire. 
There are the seraphim and their devotion. There stands the man, 
crying and confessing his uncleanness. There are the tongs in the hands 
of one of the seraphim, the live coal, the application, the cleansing, 
cure, and the commission. 

WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN ? 
I ask not the bench of bishops-mark yon, I write not in any way dis
respectfully of them: God forbid I should do so of any man who holds 
-0ffice in the visible Church of Christ; God at least. permits them to stand 
where "the powers that be" hath placed them, and the man who dares 
despise them, despises the providence of God. I heard Mr. John 
Hazelton say, when William Webb was recognised as pastor of the Bow 
Church, "There must be different classes here among men." Certainly 
there must. There cannot be a more senseless enterprise than that of 
the Socialists. Surely they would drive the nation into a cruel war. 
"There mnRt be classes." Between the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
John Bolton, of Boston, there are extremes "wide as the poles." But 
the chief bishop has his place and work; John Bolton could not do it. 
John Bolton, travelling in the Wiltshire villages,_ does his wor~. Bat in 
seeking to know the mind of the Lord, I go neither to the bishops nor 
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to the Boltone. I wait, I listen, and, after a time, I affirm that the
vision in Isaiah (chap. vi.) ie to ehow us the eeeential qualifications for
the service of the Lord. See how after this the person and the incar
nation of the Son of God is opened to Iee.iah as he expresses so minutely 
in chap. ix., and then, ah, then see that 

THREE-FOLD EVANGELICAL VISION 

in chaps. !iii., !iv., and Iv. Those three golden leaves, those mines of 
Gospel glory, those seas of ever-flowing mercy, those unfoldings of the 
deep things of God are inexpressibly astonishing to my soul. I first 
saw their harmony and beauty at Broadstairs, when preaching for Mr. 
Carter. On the first leaf, I write at the bead, 

" THE INNOCENT SUFFERER." 

What a contrast between the two visions. First, Christ in the riches of 
His glory. Second, Christ in the depths of His poverty. I cannot sail 
over this wonderfnl sea now, but I hope to. 

Come now to the second golden leaf (Isa. liv.). Here I write, 
" THE WORK OF THE COMFORTER.'' 

Does He thus speak to thy heart, my reader? Then it proves Christ 
suffered for thee. The third leaf shows us 

"•.rHE G08PEL PROCLAIMER." 

The spirit and substance of the Gospel. On these visions I will look
again, if the affliction now trying me is abated. For eighteen months 
I have endured some chastening. How much more remains is unknown. 
to your servant in weakness, _ .....,.; "~-- •~a~ 

CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 
9, Ba.nbury-roa.d, South Ha.ckney, February, 1886. 

WORK AND REST. 

WHAT have I yet to do? 
Day weareth on; 

Long though my task may be, 
Cometh the end; 

Flowers, tha.t opening new, God 'tis that helpeth me, 
His is the work, and He 

New strength will lend. 
Smiled through the morning's dew, 

Drop in the sun. 

'Neath the noon's scorching glare 
Fainting I stand; 

He will direct my feet, 
Strengthen my hand, 

Give me my portion meet, 
Firm in His promise sweet, 

Trusting I'll stand. 

Still is the sultry air, 
Silentness everywhere 

Through the hot land. 

Y E.t must I labour still 
.All the day through, 

Striving with ea.meet will 
Patient my pla.ce to fill, 

My work to do. 

Up, then, to work again, 
God's word is given 

That none shall sow in vain, 
But find the ripened grain 

Garnered in heaven. 

Longer the shadows fall, 
Night cometh on; 

Low voices softly call, 
" Come, here is rest for all, 
Labour is done! " 

[From that splendid little gem, ca.lled "The Songs of Rest,'' by the Rev. W 
Robertson Nicholl, M.A. Published by MeBSrs. Hodder and Stoughton.] 
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A SERMON PUEAOHED BY MR. T. STRINGER AT THE SURREY TABER
NAOLE, ON LORD'S-DAY MORNING, N~VEMBER 22, 1885. 

(Contin11rrl frn1n pag" -55.) 

,QXEN_ were very much employed in agricultural pursuits among the 
Orientals, and Lhey are still so. In 1 Kings xix., when Elijah was 

about to be taken to heaven, Elijah found Elisha, the son of Sbaphat 
(whom God had designed should succeed Elijah after his transmission 
to heaven in the fiery car), ploughing in the fields with twelve yoke of 
oxen before him, and he with the twelfth. On passing him, Elijah threw 
.his mantle over him. Elisha understood that to be an emblem and a sign 
that he was to fill his place, and he thereupon Jert his agricultural pur
suits and became decided for, and devoted to, God. The apostle Paul, 
in transferring this matter to the Gospel, in 1 Cor. ix. says, " Doth God 
take care for oxen, or saith He it altogether for our sakes? For our 
sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he that ploweth should plow in 
hope, and he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. If 
we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall 
reap your carnal things?" There are some people ready to say it is, 
but the Holy Spirit, by the apostle, thought otherwise. 

You read in Proverbs xiv. 4 that '' where no oxen are, the crib is 
-clean, but much increase is by the strength of the ox''; meaning, that 
where no agricultural pursuits are carried on, and oxen not employed 
to cultivate and till the ground, no crops are produced, the crib is clean, 
there is nothing in the granary nor in the barn. So mystically, where 
there is no oxen, no hardworkiug, diligent, and devoted minister in a 
<:anse, or among a people, there is nothing for a hungry soul to eat, but 
husks. 

The learned tell us that the word ox or oxen comes from two roots, 
the one signifying to lead, teach, and govern. I ask whether this is 
-not applicable to all faithful ministers of the Gospel who lead, teach, 
guide, and govern? The other comes from a root in the original 
language, signifying to see, to look, as John says in his first epistle, 
speaking of Jesus Christ, "Which we have seen with our eyes and 
which we have looked upon." We had a good look at Him. Ah, Jesus 
Christ will beat· looking at, friends-shall we? 

When you have time read Ezek. i., but be careful, or you will get 
_your head entangled among the wheels. I have many times read it and 
pondered over its weighty, inscrutable, unfathomable, inexplorable 
-<:ontents. It is II wonderful chapter, and speaking of the four Ii ving 
,creatures, as for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a 
man and a lion on the right side, the face of an ox and an eagle on the 
left side. Lion-like, ox-like, man-like, eagle-like ministers. Oh! that 
we had more such men in our day. Men devoted to their work and 
calling, decided for God and lovers of the Saviour, intent upon the 
demolition of error, and the establishment of truth. We want ministers 
of this description in these perilous ti~es. We hav~ so many sch~ol
boys coming out from free-will foundnes and duty-fatth me.nnfactortes, 
that the world is inundated with delusions and the Church herself 
would also be, if they were once permitted to come _in. Oh, my hearer, 
-such men are like '' the pestilence that walketh m darkness, and the 
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destruction that waeteth at noon-day." We want men, bold, intrepid. 
courageous in the work of their Lord and Master. I am sorry my time
is nearly gone-I have soarcely begun yet. Twelve oxen, these are 
st1mnch, honest, faithful, sincere, loving, hard working, living creatures, 
they ha,e the spirit of life in them, We have men here, there, and 
yonder, speaking, preaching, and teaching, who have neither life in 
their soals nor grace in their hearts. They are like the dummies we see 
dressed up and ornamented and placed in shop windows to attract 
attention. There is no life, nor breath in them. Friends, we want 
living, honest, and weighty men to confront the abounding errors 
existing in the world. The apostles were hard working, undaunted men, 
faithful witnesses for the trnth. From that time to the present God 
has had such witnesses. Look at the noble army of martyrs, and 
those that lived hundreds of years ago, the great Calvin, and Martin 
Lather, with other reformers, and I know not who beside-oxen. 
These men unfurled the banner of God's truth, and stood up in defence 
of that truth which will stand when the world is in a blaze. 

"Firm as a rock, Thy truth shall stand, 
When rolling years shall cease to move." 

Oxen, faithful ministers. Will my Father send yon another? I hope 
so, I shall be glad to live and see it and be present at his installation. 
When I look at that tablet on my left I think of the ox that has 
laboured here. 

III.-Let us notice next their position. Twelve oxen under the 
brazen sea. If you had some of the learned collegians here, they 
would be able to give yon the exact dimensions of that sea: they would 
tell yon how long it took to make, what an important undertaking it 
was, and so forth, and say a lot of pretty things, which would no doubt 
be very amusing; but there would be nothing in it to cheer your mind 
or comfort your poor troubled hearts. It is the burden of the Word 
of the Lord in bearing up the sea. I have not found it to be an easy 
task, my brethren. For fifty-two years have I been in His service, and 
I feel more incompetent to-day than I did twenty years ago. 

The position of the twelve oxen was under the sea-a very proper 
place for them-under the Master, not above Him. We are under grace, 
under the anointings of the Holy Spirit. We ministers are under the 
sea, under the Gospel to bear it up; that is my work to-day, and every 
time I preach my business is to lift up and exalt the Lord Jesus. The 
Saviour said, " And I, if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men 
unto Me." Oh, the power of the Gospel! Have you ever felt its 
influence when it has been proclaimed faithfully, has it ever refreshed 
your soul and sent yon away rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God? 
The position of the oxen under the sea and " all their hinder parts were
inward." I am glad of that. What a mercy to have all our defects, 
all onr deformities, all our failings, and faults, and follies buried in the 
love of God the Father, drowned in the blood of the Lamb, and hid 
from sight by the justifying righteousness of the Redeemer. 

"My Saviour's obedience and blood, 
Hides all my transgressions from view." 

The oxen were looking in four different ways, East, West, North, 
and Sonth. What were they looking for? For success to attend their-
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Jabonre, )ooking to see Satan's kingdom shake to its very centre, to see 
SRtan himself dethroned, error destroyed, and truth e11tablished. 
Looking to 1ee God's Word fulfilled, and Himself glorified, the world 
filled with troth, the saints with rapture, and to hear them shoot for 
very joy. God grant we may all so live and die under the influence 
and power of the everlasting Gospel, that we may ultimately share in 
the realization of heaven, holiness, and happines!l, for ever. 

I leave these remarks I have made this morning. God bless them 
and Hie troth to yon, for Christ's sake. Amen. 

A BRIGHT AND A SHINING LIGHT. 
MANY SAw THE GRACE OF GoD AND ADMIRED [T. 

"The memory of the just is blessed." 

ANOTHER beloved one taken to the bosom of God. On Lord's-day, 
Jan. 24th, jost as the natural son began to rise on the earth, 

our compassionate Lord was pleased to call away oar esteemed sister, 
Mre. Muncey, the widow of the late Mr. Muncey, who for some years 
was the faithful Pastor of the Willingham Church. After being a widow 
over forty year!', living a godly, upright, and faithful life, she has gone 
to dwell with those who have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. While in this militant state she was a bright 
and shining light. Those who kuew her will deeply lament her absent 
body, and sympathetic words. Even those who differed in sentiment 
with our departed 6ister, followed her body to the grave. Her humble 
and devoted deportment could not be concealed, and in her burial she 
was moch honoured by a number paying the last tribute of affection. 
The ungodly took cognisance of her. In Psalm xc., Mo6es says, " The 
days of oar years are three-scJre and ten." To this period of perfection 
oar sister had jnst arrived. Like a blade of wheat folly developed, she 
was taken from the field of this world and transplanted in the paradise 
regained. 

Respecting this beloved one, the writer knew bat little personally 
about her. Only one interview was he permitted to enjoy with this 
precious veeael of mercy. Just coming among the people he is com
paratively but a stranger. All at present is new to him. Now, about 
a week before our sister's exodus to the Promised Land, brother John 
Frohock and I visited our sister, Mrs. Muncey. This one interview 
was sufficient to convince me that she had a genuine heart, a sincere 
mind, and an affectionate feeling for the glory of her loving Lord, and 
the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom, especially at Willingham, 
where her spiritual home had been nearly six and forty years. 

Like David, she had a desire to dwell in the hoase of God all the 
days of her life, to behold the glory and beauty of her Lord and King. 
There were four special things on the snrface of her heart, shall I c~ll 
them her dying meditations, which assured me that the love of Christ 
was permeating her ransomed spirit. I could not ~elp o~serving her 
face was radiant with the glories of heaven. An evident sign she had 
often turned towards the Son of Righteousness. His grace in her 
heart was making her face to glitter with the rays of His glory. Not 
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only did her fBCe indicate that she had often been with Jeans, but her 
conversation was most enchanting, heavenly, and impressive. Impor
tnnately she wished me to have respect ;to the young and rising 
generation. If she had only lived two weeks longer, she would have 
had greater reason to rivet home the important fact (care for the 
youthful), as, since her death, Willingham is molested, annoyed, and 
agitated with the ridiculous, ludicrous, and burlesque, noisy Army, 
which is now disturbing the pesce and holiness of the day of rest. 
These comical jei,ters are captivating the thoughtless young and 
unstable imbeciles, leading into rioting and desecrating the Lord's-day. 
Oar aged and beloved sister is taken from this awful delusion of Beelze
bub. A report had reached her that a Bible-class was being organised: 
this cheered her exceedingly. In expressing her admiration of this 
undertaking, she said, "May it be a great blessing, and God make it 
to prosper." Moreover, I discovered she was a woman who loved prayer. 
Unquestionably she could say, " But I give myself unto prayer." We 
had not been long with her when she requested me to implore a blessing 
at a throne of grace. But the most impressive thing this dear saint 
sealed home to my memory was on leaving her room. She was not 
confined to her bed, and was able to walk about, and so she followed 
us to the sitting-room door, and as I stood on the threshold of it, she 
took my hand most affectionately, that dying band, which within a 
week was cold in death, hand in band she said, " May your bow abide in 
strength." This was her dying blessing. It was an arrow to my heart, 
On returning home I turned to Jacob's last words to hie beloved Joseph. 
They were words which I fed upon, and the Sabbath after our sister's 
interment, in the morning, I was led to preach from them to the people. 

Six and forty years this dear saint of God walked among the 
Lord's own people in Willingh!l,m. She was a bright constellation. 
Respected and beloved by all who were acquainted with her. All 
around took knowledge of her, for she had been sanctified by God's 
blessed Spirit, and made a willing follower of the Lamb of God. 

Only a few hours after her rapturous spirit bad been caught up into 
the celestial Paradise, on going into the Chapel Vestry, one of our 
deacons met me at the door, saying, with a throbbing feeling," Sister 
Muncey has gone." "She was a widow indeed,"_ he further exclaimed. 
J nst over forty years she had been so. Dear sister, fond nature regrets 
that yon were not spared a little while longer to us, so that we mif?ht 
hear thine own ,oice narrate the wonders of your widowhood. We 
would, however, be resigned and passive under the severe dispensation. 
Your Lord had need of you, therefore we must submit to the way of 
the Lord. It is undoubtedly thy eternal gain. Thou hast entered into 
glory and into the joy of thy Lord. 

" Methinks I see thee now at rest, 
In the bright mansion love ordain'd; 

Thy bead reclines on Jesus' breast, 
No more by sin or sorrow pain'd." 

In conclusion, let me say concerning our much beloved sister, she 
loved the Lord, because He had first loved her; she likewise loved His 
people; and she moreover loved the house of the Lord:-

" Where Jesus shows His smiling face, 
And whispers I am thine." 
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As it was_ with the ~poetle Panl,_ so was it with this departed one, 
"For h~r to !•ve was Christ, and to die was gain." We humbly desire 
to acqmesce 10 what our God has done, by falling at His feet, saying, 
" He has done all things well." 

The lest Sabbath in January we endeavoured to memorise her life 
and departure, by preaching from Rev. xiv. 13, " Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord." HENRY E. SADLER. 

Willingham, Camba. 

"THE DAY IS COMING." 
THOUGHTS ON THE THCRTEENTII OF ~IATTHF:W. 

BY ·.l GARD1'JN LABOGRER. 

THE parables in this 13th chapter of Matthew are all pointed to the 
use of the means. The Lord, by His sent servants in their several 

appointments, in the first parable, seems to give encouragement 
to those who go forth as evangelists to sow in the field the Gospel of 
salvation in Jesus Christ, first, to search in the Word of God for 
instrnction for their own son.ls' feeding; and as soon as the seed is 
received from that Book of inspiration unto their own seed-lip to cast it 
forth withont regard to where it may fall or who may pick it up, for 
the sower knows nothing of the soil on which it shall fall; but, be sure, 
that which the Lord destines for one of His ransomed ones, shall be as 
a tree of life to that poor son!. Take courage, then, Christian evangelist, 
and sow the Word everywhere; it shall not return void, and thy own 
soul also shall be watered and fed in the work. Bn.t while thon sowest, 
or rather while thou sleepest after sowing time, there comes Thy 
Master's old enemy, with a bag full of tares, and all along the way and 
over the field in the darkness of night, with bis hand and his eyes and 
heart full of evil, he scatters all among the wheat the seeds of those 
insidions words and doctrines which his emissaries, the hypocrites in 
Zion, delight to twist and twine ·around the hearts of God's trne 
children. But fear him not; the day is coming when be and all his 
shall be consumed by the power of the Word of God, and the Lord 
alone shall be exalted in that day; for, like the grain of mustard seed in 
the next parable, the. kingdom of heaven sown in the heart of God's 
elect shall germinate and grow. It is the smallest of seeds; a little word, 
nay, sometimes without a word, it takes root and springs int.) life, till it 
becomes in the heart a lodging-place for the heavenly affections, the 
soul's longing, holy desires, and brings forth foliage and fruit which 
shall be to the glory of God, and afford life and wealth and sustenance 
to the soul, and whose affection, like the bird's, shall t1end forth songs of 
joy and praise to the Great Hnsbandman. The smallest of seeds, 
imperceptible to the human eye, it grows and developes its nature till it 
becomes the largest of all trees, takes precedence of all other growths of 
the mind, and as the apostle says, "kn~r~s nothi°:g but Jesus Christ, 
and Him crucified." But the Holy Spmt works m the heart of each 
believer, and consolidates and pats into shape the whole body, like the 
woman with the leaven. Thus they rise into a body of useful,_wholesome, 
sustenance, npon which they may all feed together; the ordmances and 
the Word become more and more food and strength to the soul, as they 
speak often one to another and tell of the Lord's visits of love to 

G 
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their sonls. In the Church the whole body is united, and in proper 
shape and place. And thus they shall work and rise and be seen of men 
tot.be glory of God. And R!I they work together, it is revealed to them 
that in the field which lies near th11re is treasure hid, and that is 
sorely the Word of God. Oh, preciouR Bible, which tells us of a 
precious Jeans, bidden for ages amidst the prophecies of holy men of 
old, bot now revealed. And when, through grace divine, the eye of faith 
is opened to see the bright shining of heaven's salvation, he gladly 
parts with all bis attainments and finds his all in that holy Book, and 
11s the dirt of his own corrupt nature crumbles off, he clasps the Gospel 
to his heart and exclaims,-

,. Were all the realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small." 

Oh, yes, there is the treasure, search for it daily, brother o.ud sister, and 
like the man in the following parable, thou shalt find a pearl beyond 
price, and God the Holy Ghost shall reveal to thy heart the things of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. And while in the first parable there is a 
special word to the evangelist; in the second, to pastor and people, a 
word of caution; in the third, the growth of a kindly Christian spirit 
is shown forth; and in the fourth, a word of instruction to all the 
Christian Church. In the two following is told how every one should 
seek for more and more revelation of God, through His Word, to his 
or her own soul, and hold the Word of God more precious than rubies 
and all earthly pearls. The last is again evangelistic, but this, 
combined with the Pastor's work, whose duty is not only to keep 
the Church, so far as he can, in the love of God, but to shew forth that 
in the last great day the discriminating power of oar God shall 
search the gathering of the Gospel net, and all the false fish of rotten 
profession shall, with the tares, be devoted to everlasting destruction; 
while the good and chosen fish shall be gathered into God's appointed 
veBBels, and like the wheat, and indeed all together, appear before Him 
in His heavenly storehonse, the preserved in Christ J esos to all eternity, 
and in His righteousness shall for ever shine, " as the son in the 
kingdom of their Father," to whom be glory evermore. '' He that bath 
ears to hear, let him hear." Hallelujah! Amen. 

'' G O D I S M Y K I N G." 
BY SAMUEL COZENS, Minister of Zoar Chapel, Ipswich. 

"God is my King."-Psa. lxxiv.12. 

W HEN Israel grew tired of the kingship of God, they asked for 
the kingship of man. They said to Samuel, "We will have a 

king over ns." They wanted to be under human government. They 
bad been under Divine government; but now they wanted a man of 
like passions with themselves. They wanted politics without God, 
without religion. And when they had consummated their apostacy, 
Judah lost his sceptre, and their house was left unto them desolate. 

They would have a man to reign over them. And God gave them a 
man, head and shoulders above the rest. If we go after the flesh, God 
will give ns flesh for our chastisement. He gave them a king in His 
anger, and took him away in His wrath. 

The history of all the empires is the histo1·y of human rule and 
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!hums~ rain. I _ha".e reE1d hi~tory, ancient and modern, the history of 
1,he kmgs of ant1qu1ty, the history of the Pharaohs, the history of 
the Cimars, the hisLory of Cyrns, the history of Alexander, the history 
of Romulus. And. it is th~ Rame history: the history of the beast, of 
,brutal po:Ver. ;H 1s th~ history of the strong against the weak, of 
,night agamst right. Give man the power to rule man, and as a rule 
he becomes an oppressor, a tyrant, a beast. It. is remarkable that all 
•the great political powers of the earth are compared to savage beasts 
of prey (Dnn. vii.). And they are. They eat up the people. I have 
,told you over and over a~ain, that I believe that we have nearly 
reached the end of the history of human kingship. 

These thoughts have be~m suggested to my mind from an impression 
I have that this Paalm was written after the termination of the king
ship of man in Israel. And then the living thought of the nation came 
back to the Kingship of God. (S~e ver. 12, "God is my King."J 
You have no politics worth having, nnless yon hold them for the honour 
and glory of the Kingship of God. 

Some of yon think I hold views hostile to yours, and adveree to the 
pnblic interest. Well, my views are my own. I have attended no 
.public meeting. I have told no one for whom they shonld vote. No, 
but I went to the King, the Sovereign Ruler of all events, and asked 
Him to direct the voters to elect the men that should best serve the 
,conntry. "God is my King." I know I am an an worthy and sinful 
subject of His kingdom, bat, nevertheless, I love to honour the King. 
"God is my King." He is King e,erywhere, "He everywhere bath 
sway." Haman governments with@ut God fall to pieces. Rome tried 
seven forms of government, and then fell to pieces. God is King, King of 
the world, King of men, King of nations, King of kings, King of 
heaven, King of angels, King of glory, King of eternity. It is a blessed 
privilege to believe that the Lord reigneth high over all in heaven, and 
,earth, and hell, over angels, men and de,ils, over all the kings of the 
·earth, over all the governments of men, over all events in time. 

'' Let the heavens be glad," for there shall be a new heaven, withont 
·a Lucifer in it; "and let the earth rejoice," for there shall be a new 
earth with righteousness in it; "and let men say among the nations, 
The Lord reigneth," to call the nations for His own. " God reigneth 
over the heathen," the heath ones, the roughs, the wanderers, the 
outlaws, those who seem to live without social obligations, or civil 
restraints. A friend who had many of his windows broken on Wednesday 
.last, said to me, " I feel humiliated." It certainly is s sad thing that 
,men cannot follow their convictions in this enlightened age without 
·suffering insult and injury. It is clear that the barbarian is not 
exorcised out of human society. 

"The Lord reigneth," and thrones and powers before Him fall. 
"The Lord reigneth," let the people, yea, let all the people tremble. 
For He must reign till He hath put all enemies under His feet. Bow 
to the Kiner, touch His sceptre, "kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and 
ye perish f~om the way." "I will go in unto the King, which is not 
according to the law; and if I perish, I perish." 

" I can but perish if I go, 
I am resoh•ed to try, 

For if I stay away.! ~~ow, 
I must br ever die. 
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THE BITTER SIDE OF CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 
BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF Two SERMONS PREACHED AT DUNSTABLE, 

OCT. 11, 1885, BY A. E. REALFF, PASTOH ELECT. 

"And with bitter herbs they shall eat it."-Exod. xii. 8. 

IN this chapter we have a full account of the Passover, RB Jehovah 
instituted it. But the learned inform us that the Jews in ou1· 

Saviour's time added seyeral other ceremonies to those which Moses 
en~oined at the command of God. They tell us that the festival we.s 
then observed according to the following order:-The family being 
aesembled at the time appointed, the father ( or host) commenced h_,. 
invoking the divine blessing o\'er a cup of red wine mingled with water. 
This was passed round, and partaken of by all assembled. Then they 
washed hands. A servant brought in a dish containing the "sop." 
This was a compound of datee, figs, almonds, raisins, spice, &c., diluted 
with vinegar to about the consistency of mortar. They called it 
charoseth, and it was deEigned to remind them of the fact that their fore-• 
fathers made bricks in Egypt. Each person then took a piece of Pass
over cake, and laying upon it a portion of wild endive, or some other 
bitter herb, dipped the two together into the dish of sop, and ate them. 
Then one of the youngest present (generally a child) asked the question 
found in verse 26, "What ~ean ye by this service?'' This prepared 
the way for the "hag_qadah," or showing forth-that is to say, the 
father then repeated to the company present the story of the bondage 
and deliverance of their ancestors, and of the institution of the Passover 
on that eventful night. Now a second cup was mixed and taken like 
the first, after which they again washed hands. Then thEy sang the 
first part of the Hallel-viz., Psa. cxiii. and axiv. This over, the 
paschal lamb was brought in and eaten, according to the law, after which 
a third cap was taken with a piece of unleavened bread. A fourth cup,. 
followed by the singing of the remainder of the Rallel-viz., Psa. cxv. 
-cxviii., concluded the service. 

Now, in the account which the eyangelists give ns of the Lord's 
observance of this feast with His disciples, we find it stated that '' He 
took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among 
yourselves'' (Lake xxii. 17 ). This was probably the first cap of the 
feast, before the sapper proper. We read of no useless washing of 
hands, but instead thereof the beautifully tender and instructive circum
stance recorded in John xiii.-the washing the disciples' feet. We read 
of no singing till the close; then that they sang" a hymn" (or psalm), 
and ·• went out into the Mount of Olives." The hymn or psalm would 
therefore be the whole or part of the HaUel. Instead of the formal 
reiteration of the "haggadah," we read, "As often as ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cap, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come." W.e do 
nor read in either of the Gospels that any lamb was roasted and eaten 
on this occasion, but they tell ns that instead thereof the Redeemer 
instituted, and commanded to be perpetually observed to the end of 
time, the solemn ordinance of bread and wine, in commemoration of 
His sufferings on our behalf. Verily, there was no need of a typical 
lamb now, for the great Antitype was there, and about immediately to 
be sacrificed for Bis Church and people. I desire at this time to draw 
attention only to one little circumstance in connection with this paschal, 
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1111pper. We read that the Master did take the bitter sop with HiA 

disciples. Now the "bitter herbs" spoken of in our text set forth three 
distinct parts (thongh closely connected) of every believer's experience. 

I. The H£Uerness of Sin.-Among the ,Jews these "bitter herbs" 
would be a standing memorial of the sorrows of that cruel bondaue 
which their forefathers had endured under Pharaoh and his task
masters, for " they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in 
mortar, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field; all their 
service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour" (Exod. i. 14). 
They were in a foreign land, among a people who had no love for nor 
sympathy with them. Not only so, bnt they were bond-slaves onto 
that people. This slavery was attended with "rigour." Their bondage 
was rendered " hard '' and '' bitter" by several aggravating circnm
stances, for their work was not only mean and laborious, its demands 
were pitilessly increased. They had no reward for all their extra toil, 
nor the least encouragement, but everything to the contrary, while they 
labonred from morning to night nnder the barning sun. And to all 
this must be added the terrible fact that their children were torn from 
their embrace and cruelly destroyed. In a word, they were treat~d as 
unmerciful masters treat brute beasts. 

And, oh, my brethren and sisters in Jesus Christ, how bitter was 
your bondage and mine under self, sin and Satan, till the Lord .Jesus 
appeared for us, and set us free! Truly at that time we were "servants 
of sin unto death. Then we yielded oar members "servants to 
uncleanliness, and to iniquity unto iniqnity." And we should have 
gone on in that way to " the bitter end " had not the eternal purpose 
,of God ordered it otherwise. And then at last we should have proved, 
what every unregenerate person in this congregation must prove, if they 
live and die without the grace of God in Christ, that " the wages of sin 
is death;" whereas now we know by blessed, heart-felt experience, that 
" the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." We 
were slaves indeed," hateful and hating one another" (see 1 Cor. vi. 9-
U). Then our heart was like" a cage of unclean birds." We were in 
bondage to various carnal lusts and passions, led '' captive by the Devil 
at his will. Conscience 0ften alarmed us. Death, judgment, and hell 
frequently filled ns with terrors; and the lioly law of God, which 
we constantly broke, demanded restitution. Oh, how sad was our 
condition! 

When negro slavery, in some of its worst forms, existed in the 
United States, if a poor, ill-used black, goaded and driven to desperation 
by the horrible scenes of cruelty he was so often compelled to witness, 
struck his tyrannical master, he was tied to a post and thrashed in a 
most inhuman manner. Sometimes a l"emale was thus lashed up and 
beaten in sight of her husband. Imagine what mast have been that 
;poor man's feelings! Yet he could not help either himself or her. 
Occasionally, one would try to run away, and in· some instances such a 
one succeeded in reaching the free States. But far more often blood
hounds were sent to track him out, and he was brought back, beaten 
within au inch of his life, then loaded with heavy chains, or fastened 
d_own to the ground, and almost starved to death. ~ ust so there were 
times, when we were under sin and the law, that we tried hard and long 
to deliver ourselves. We made strong resolutions, and fought hard in 
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And yo:i went away t.o your worldly calling, saying,

" Lord, Thou he.st won; at length I yield; 
'!lfy bee.rt, by mighty gre.ce compelled, 

SoITenders e.ll to Thee. 
Thy teITors long I have withstood, 
But who can stand against Thy love 1 

Love conquers even me l " 

.And thus you pro,·ed the truLh of Matthew Henry's remark, that the 
bitterness of repentance is an admirable relish to the soul that is enabled 
by faith to feed on Christ the Lamb, becanse, he adds, " Christ is sweet 
when sin ie bitter." 

The Jews were commanded not to eat their lamb without the bitter 
herbs, and there is certainly no real partaking of Christ otherwise than 
with repentance for sin. The child of God first begins to repent when 
grace softens his heart; and then he goes on repenting, more or less, 
all through his earthly pilgrimage. We are told that Eean "cried with 
a great and exceeding bitter cry." But hie cry was only one of carnal 
grief at the lose of a temporal blessing. In the epistle to the Hebrews 
be is denominated " a profane person," becanse he had no appreciation 
of the spiritnal benefits couched in that paternal benediction. Are there 
any such profane persons here, who are still carnal, and therefore have 
no desire for the spiritual dainties of the Gospel of J esus-viz., those 
connected with a changed heart, and a nature renewed by God the Holy 
Ghost, resulting in holy hungerinp:s and thirstings, heavenly desires, 
pure thoughts, a love of God'a Word, ways, and people; a feeding 
upon the Lamb of God by faith, as the "meat that endureth onto 
everlasting life?" If so, may God have mercy upon yon ere it ie too 
late; for if you live and die in that c11.rnal condition, where God is yon 
never can come! Our text is suggestive also of 

III. The bitterness of lribulation.-This bitterness is another that 
e,ery believer knows something about. There are personal troubles, 
relative troubles, business troubles; some trials are physical, others 
mental, and some are spiritual; for all the while we are in this time. 
state the unholy motions of our flesh will cause us uneasiness and vexa
tion. Then there is outward temptation, that is another sore trouble; 
and persecution from the world and carnal professors, that is another . 
.All these are the trials of the people of God; but here is the comfort, 
Lhey are all amply provided for in the covenant of God's grace, so that 
it is impossible for any of them, or all of them together, to work harm 
to the Lord's people. " I will bring the third part through the fire, 
and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is 
tried. This is " the time of J acob's trouble, but he shall be saved out 
of it." "Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord 
delivereth him out of them all." Yes, because He says, "Call upon Me 
in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." 
And again, '' When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thon walkeet 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy 
Saviour." 

Now herein is the satisfaction of God's saints; they are assured that 
" all things shall work together for good to them that Jove God, to them 
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that nre the r,alled according to His purpose." This is the reason they 
can "glory i~ tribulations also''; and on this account the early believers 
could take "Joyfolly the spoiling of their goods." Now what did the 
apostles Paul and Barnabas say to the disciples whom they had instru
mentally made in Lystra, Jconiam, and Antioch? In Acts xiv. we find 
them "confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to con
tinue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter 
into the kingdom of God." So afterwards, when the apostle is in view 
of heaven, and writes his eecond letter to Timothy, what does he say 
again? "Thon hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, 
faith, longsoffering, charity. patience, persecutions, afflictions, which 
came unto me at Antioch·, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I 
endured! but out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yea (he adds 
with emphasis) and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution." 

My friends, tribulations are not in themselves to be desired; still 
less to be procured by our own folly, making a rod for our own back
Let ns leave this to fools. Nor are we expected to like tribulations for 
their own sake, even when divinely sent. Nevertheless,'· afterward they 
yield the peaceable fruits of righteousness nuto them that are exercised 
thereby," although they are like " bitter herbs " at the time. There
fore, "beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is 
to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you; but 
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when 
His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy." 
May God bless His Word. Amen. 

THE LATE ~IH. HENRY JACOB. 
DKAB BROTHER BANKS,-lf you can find space in the pages of :be EABTHES 

VI~BBEL for the insertion of the following memorials of the late :Mr. Henry Jacob, 
of Graham-road, Dalston, I shall esteem it a great favour. to myself and to the 
family, and probably, many of your readers would be interested in the perusal. 
Mr. Jacob was the oldest of my spiritual friends in the Gospel; be was, so to 
speak, my protoplast in life; for, in the year 1827, be was the first to lead me 
away from worldly amusements to the house of God; be was the first who helped 
me to the knowledge of hymn music and singing; be was the first that put into 
my mind thoughts of the ministry; be was the first, on the death of my father in 
1832, who enabled me to obtain my first situation in business; and in 18!0 be was 
the first person to become surety for me in a place of trust, and from that perio,l 
to the time of hie decease, an unbroken friendship remained. It was at bis own 
request I undertook the funeral service at Abney Park Cemetery, ~Ir .. J. 
Taylor, Sen., another old friend of bis, sung the 996th hymn of Denham·s Selection, 
"Death is no more a frightful foe." And on the morning of the 10th of this 
month, with your kind concnrrence, a funeral service for the family was held in 
~peldburst-road Chapel, my text on the occasion was, " Precious in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of His saints" ( Pea. cxvi. 15 ). Our kind friend and brother 
J. J. Fowler led the service of song, your good son John pro"l'ided eYery comfort 
and accommodation that could be wished, the 1·elations expr~ssed ructcb satisfnc• 
-lion with the arrangements. 

25, Devonshire Road, Hackney, 
January 14, 1886. 

Yours in the truth, C. G,,JIDELIER. 

To Mr. Gordelier. 
. MY ?EAR FRIEND,-My late dear: fat~e~ was c~lled by_ grace. in_ earl_y 

hfe, he mformed me; the Lord, by His Spmt, convrnced him of sm Ill his 
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youth; when, one evening, in company with B worldly companion, 
these words oame powerfully to him, "Hitherto lhou ehalt go, and no 
further." The arrow of conviction entered hie soul, he was in great 
distress for some time, but w&s delivered from his bonds, sometime 
afterward11, by these words: "The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin." The ministry of the late Mr. Wales Horne 
was made a great blessing to him, and by him he was baptized into the 
n&me of Christ. Soon after he attended the ministry of the late John 
Bowers, of Shoreditcb, where his father was deacon. In after years he 
attended the ministry of John Gooderham, George Abrahams, Thomas 
Gunner, J. C. Philpot, and E. Vinall. On one occasion he remarked, 
whilst bearing Mr. Gunner from "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, 
and as thy day so shall be thy strength," he said to my mother, '' My 
dear, I have heard the dear old man so sweetly, I feel as though some 
great trouble was coming upon me, but be said, nevertheless, 'As thy 
day, so shall thy strength be;'" after which, he underwent a very 
heavy family affliction, losing three of his children, in a very short time, 
by scarlet fever. On another occasion he said, whilst going to Zoar 
Chapel to hear Mr. Smart, he folt very rebellious, concluding, that "all 
these things were against him," yet begging the Lord to give him a 
word of comfort. When Mr. Smart gave out his text, "Though He 
causes grief, yet will He have compassion according to the multitude of 
His tender mercies," suddenly he felt his poor heart give way in love 
and gratitude to his God, whilst Mr. Smart was speaking of the long-
suffering mercy of G-Od, etc. • 

My dear father was afflicted for some few years with paralysis, and 
on one occasion he told an old friend, a deacon of the Church with 
which he stood a member, '' that he felt quite resigned to the will of 
God; these words had rested with him,' the cup which My Father bath 
given Me, shall I not drink it?'" &c., and said that, "come life or death, 
it wonld be well with him." This was some three years before his 
death, at the time he had a severe attack of hiccough. 

In the later stage of his illness he said but little. On different 
occasions I read Mr. Philpot's sermons to him, and when alone I 
frequently pressed the question to him close, " Dear father, are you 
afraid to die?" He said, "No." '' Do you feel it will be well with 
yon when you come to Jordan's brink?" He said," Yes; but some
times I feel very dark." The last Friday he was upon earth I said to 
him, "Dear father, are yon happy?" He said, "Quite happy," and 
pressed my hand. I said to him, "It will not be long;" he looked very 
earnestly at me. I also said, "When thou passest through the waters 
I will be with thee, and through the rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee," &c.: and then I repeated these lines, to which he listened very 
earnestly:-

•• Though painful at present, 'twill cease before Jong, 
Aad then, oh, how pleasant, the coaqueror's song," 

The follo1,.ing evening, Saturday, you remember, my dear friend~ 
yon prayed with him; he listened most eagerly. Yon said, "You are 
not afraid of entering the heavenly Jerasalem, nor of appearing before 
the great King? You are not tired of resting upon the Rock of Ages? 
how emphatically he said, '' No," and how he pressed your hand, and 
said, ''Good-bye;" and your last words to him were, "I wiEh you an 
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abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour," which I feel sore he had. He !laid no more afterwards, but 
sweetly breathed his ransomed sor.l into the bosom of .J esue, without a 
sigh or a groan, on the following Tuesday, December 23rd. I feel 
persuaded he has joined that ransomed throng bought with the Savionr'f! 
blood, joining in the precious song, "Unto Him that bath loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own most precious blood;" but 

"In vain our fancy strives to paint 
The moment after death ; 

The glories that surround the saint 
When they yield up their breath. 

One gentle sigh their fetters break, 
We s~arce can say they're gone, 

Before the willing spirit takes 
Its mansion near the throne." 

May it be our happy lot, with every member of our family, to follow 
our dear father, so far as he followed Christ. 

I remain, with Christian love, 
Yours affectionately, for the truth's sake, 

EBENEZER JA.COD. 
33, Graham Road, Dalston, January 12, 1886. 

P.S.-Reference is made in the above letter to a deep family 
affliction; this was spoken of in the Memorials of Mrs. Jacob, his 
partner; see the EARTHEN VESSEL, November and December, 1884; see 
also in the Gospel Standard for September, 1861, in a letter from Mr. 
Jacob to the Editor, Mr. Philpot. C. G. 

[ A copy of the above-mentioned letter will appear in our next.-ED. J 

WHO CAN ANSWER THIS QUESTION 1 
WHAT SIN IS THAT WHICH NF.VER CAX BE FORGIVEN ? 

'"WHEN I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside, 

DEATH of deaths ! and bell's destruction ! 
Land me safe on Car:aan's sic!e ! 

Songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee." 

IN my travelling hither and thither for the last fifty years, I have
been afflicted with the testimony of many professing faith in 

Christ, who were, or had been, inwardly distressed with the fear that 
ThBJJ had committed the unpardonable ain; 

and yet, from no minister, from no book, from no conversation, could 
Ibey ever learn what that sin is which never can be forgiven. 

" Mr. Banks," says one, "the Apostle Paul cut me off root and 
branch years ago. Paul says (Heh. x. 26), 'If we sin wilfully after 
that we have received the knowledge 0f the troth, there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sins, bot 

" ' A certain fearful looking-for of judgment 
and of fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.' Now, 
sir, that declaration of the Holy Ghost by Paul cut off all lively hope 
in my soul, and 'a certain fearful look_ing-for o~ the judgment '. has_ been 
down in the bottom of my soul ever su~ce. Mmd yon, my_ faith m all 
the divine revelations in the Word remams the same. My faith embraces 
Christ as the only Way to God and glory; but the full assurance of 
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any per@onal interest I may have comes not to my soul. Mr. Joseph 
Hart's hymn on the Fountain opened bas been surprising to me, and 
the Savioer's declaration of 'All manner of sin,' &c., has been 
-staggering. Will you allow me to press the question?" 

ONE IN TIIE FURNACE, 

THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 
Is thrrt no Ju,lp ji•r us.° A thinker 

•and e. writer e.sketb, " Is it true that we 
are growing small by degrees and beanti
fully less ? " Stop. friend. let us take 
time to survev the le.nd and consider 
well. Any kind heart who saw the 
gathering around Mr. John Slate Ander
son on the 22nd anniversary of bis 
pnstore.te, and beard what oar reporter 
calls Mr. G. W. Shepherd's "grand 
sermon" and Mr. Anderson's report of 
their peace, their progress, and prosperity 
at :Sew Cross, would never think such 
l)eople, with such pastors, using such 
practical measures, and having men of 
substance with them," such people die 
·out i no, never ! " But Zion bas her 
ti mes of trial. We have received e. 
volume with the following title :-

1.< t/u· Spirit oftlu L111'd Straightnu'd .° 
.By Wm. Crosbie, M.A., LL.B. Messrs. 
Hodder and Stoughton, 2i, Patemoster
row. Price 2s. 6d. The author's second 
title is. "A Call to Prayer." In pre
paring these disconrses be says: '· I 
endeavonred to put myself into God's 
bands. and desired to be simply the 
medium of Hi~ thonghts and influences." 
The author believes that the supreme 
want of these times is a deeper baptism 
of the life of God. These discourses 
cannot be read without interest, although 
some would object to the conclusions be 
·draws. The subjects of the discourses 
are " Life .A.bnndantly," "Filled with 
the Holy Ghost," "Many Gathered To
gether Praying," " The Everlasting 
Gospel," and "The Spirit Straightened." 
Themes of immense importance; al
tbongb we believe there are statements 
made in these discourses which cannot 
be substantiated by the revelations God 
has made. For 

"The Spiriti like some heaveuly wiod, 
Blo~s wl.ico a.ad where He plea:-e." 

Bul, if spared, we will notice the book 
and the question, "Is there no help 1 " 

A talented young Scotebman, styling 
himBelf "The Christian Leader." has con
descended to qnote something C. Kirt
land said respecting the VESSEL, 
which quotation unjustly characterises 
rmr position. This bas been the course 

adopted by Generals and by ?articulars 
for nearly he.If-a-century. Nevertheless, 
through the amazing mercy of the Lord, 
we still live, and have srime testimonies 
to prove our work has not been in ve.in. 
In point of time the sole and only editor 
of the EARTHEN VESSEL was "the 
leader" or the originator and editor of 
the .first Christian penny weekly ever 
known in this world; be called it The 
Christian Cabinl't. It was well received; 
but through the deception of a paper 
merchant, C. W. B. was obliged to sell 
his Christian t1ibilwt to the le.te Dr. 
Gordon, and ultimately the poor thing 
was stre.ngled. During the last thirty 
yee.rs e. host of Christian weeklies crowd 
the book market: but not one out of 
the le.rge army comes out in the defence 
of the Truth of tbe Gospel of the grace 
of God. Like John the Baptist, in early 
life our head was cut off as regards 
journalism. We only wish to publish 
God's revealed truth because we love it 
heartily; but in deep humiliation we 
have sighed to be content. 

8011,q., of Rest. By the Rev. W. 
Robertson Nicholl, M.A. Published by 
Hodder and Stoughton, 27, Paternoster
row. To a troubled soul, how teazing 
the title " Songs of Rest." Such a soul 
saith. " I can sing no songs-I can find 
no rest ! " Poor soul; thy case is 
sorrowful. Look on this dear little book 
e.aain. ·• Well, I have; it is clothed in 
s;arlet and gold; its front door is covered 
over with flowers, all sprightly, and 
cheerful, and gay; but I am clothed with 
sackcloth and ashes, and am afflicted with 
the poisonous weeds of unbelief, despair, 
and death." Well, if you ce.nnot sing 
one of these song~. still try and read 
some of the songs others he.vc sung; it 
may be your poor soul may be caught up 
by the grateful praises and sympathies 
of others, and out of your melancholy 
fits of soul trouble you mfl.y be helped 
to sing praises unto the Lord. The Rev 
W. R. Nicholl has in this precious 
cabinet collected some of the most 
elevating poetical compositions ever 
produced. We have made a IJUOtation on 
another page. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
THE LATER. G. EDWARDS. 

After year• of suffering, R. G. Edward• 
has passed from this country, where per
fection In the flesh is not to be found, either 
In the parsons or in the people. We have 
heen much grieved to beer end know of 
clerll'ymen committing suicide. How Indes
cribably awful! But the cause Rnd the 
cons1quences of these sad scenes we must 
not attempt to comment upon, We do now 
(on the margin of a four-score life) most 
inten•ely pray to be thankful, \hot efter a 
life of perpetuel triel, toil, tumult, a life 
wherein the bereevements hove been 
unusually, and the clouds of darkness often 
exceedingly dark; yet mercy has preserved 
ou~ mental powers up to the present, el
though five successive Winter• of bronchial 
aflliction have desperetely afflicted ua in 
every way. That we hove not long since 
been buried out of the way bas, perhaps, 
been e disappointment to some; but we can
not help that. It is to us a cause for deep 
thankfulness that hitherto God's kind band 
bas both helped and corrected us. We only 
truly pray to be filled with the Spirit of 
Christ, and to be satisfied in Him, and with 
Him. 

The late R. G. Edwards was a severely 
afflicted man ; hut the following letter which 
we received from him a few weeks since, 
will show bis heart was still set on the best 
of all treasures. We sent 20s. each to all the 
afflicted ministers we knew in town or 
countrv, and Mr. R. G. Edward•, in bis note 
dated December 29, 1885, says:-

" DEAR BROTHER BANKB,-Tbe Lord 
bless yeu more nnd more, as He has made 
you a blessing unto thousands by preaching 
and the press, and now as the royal almoner 
to administer to the necessities of His people. 
I hearlily thank you for the 2tls. you have 
so kindly sent to me. Jt was not only most 
acceptable, but came in the lime of deep 
anxiety and trouble, which J would tell you, 
were I with you, but do not think it well to 
write about the same, seasonable and suitable, 
and so your work muet be to the many 
whose hearts are cheered by such helps, 
springing their bearls up to God, and tears 
of gratitude to Him ' who bath remembered 
us in our low estate, for His mercy endureth 
for ever.' J was only able to get out Lord's
day evening;and that with the greatest diffi
culty, going and returning; thought I 
should never reach home alive a11:ain, but the 
Lord gave me strength jt1st sufficient (none 
to spare). Very ill yesterday, or should 
have written. Hope you will still be re
covered, and yet see the goodness of the Lord 
more abundantly. 

" Have not heard of Brother Steed since 
he went into the bo•pital, and bis son-in-law 
came to ask me to supply his pulpit, which 
I could not do. He has his affliction, you 
have your•, and I have mine. Christ bad 
His, hut He bas leaped out of them all, and 
Is now engaged in extricating His dear 

affticted one,, one by one. You end I are 
wailing, and it cannot be long ere those 
everlastinll' arm• which ere now underneath 
will raise us up far above all clouds and 
cr.osses, into joy un•peakahle. God shall 
wipe tears away for ever. 

" Yours affectionately in the Lord. 
"R. G. EDWARDS.'' 

On Saturday, January 30 1886 we 
received the following from on/ of his 'mem
ber•:-

" BELOVED FATHER DI CHRIST,
Peace be unto thee. I write in much •orrow 

• to inform you that my beloved pa.•tor, R. G. 
Ed wards, entered his rest vesterday after
noon (January 28), at half-past four o'clock. 
!Je p_reached bis last sermon the first Sunday 
m _1h1• month. The Lord io mercy bas taken. 
His servant out of great sorrow and afflic
tian to Himself. 

'" 'Tlle storm or affliction is past. 
A_nd be le in glory sat down : 

A victor I hrough .Jesus at last. 
Tbe cross 1s exchanged for Lhe crown.' 

" He was a true and faithful minister of 
t~e Gospel of Christ, and sadly shall we .feer 
bis loss; hut the Lord liveth and blessed be 
the Rock of my salvation, 'He can supply 
and make up every loss. I expect our poor 
little Church will now he scattereJ. The 
dear Lord direct our footsteps, or be pleased 
to send us another pastor. Pray for u•. 

"M. P. ROBERTS." 

llR, R. G. EDWARDS' LIFE I:!!f THE. 
MINISTRY. 

Jt is about forty years since Mr. Edwards 
first came to us. We were then frequently 

• uaed in obtaining pastors for the country 
Churches. We intr()duced Mr. Edwards to 
the South Chard Church, in Somersetshire. 
He bad happy days there. In our subse
quent visits to South Chard we found the 
savour of his young ministry had not died 
out. 

Oh, the sweetues~ of the ~oring, 
When fir~t you speak of Christ, and siug, 
When all 1s love, t1nd heaven so sure. 
We reel a:ssured we shall endure. 

When Mr. Froude wrote of Carlyle, he 
said, "In writing a men's biography you 
must tell all the truth, so far as you know 
it.'' The changing scenes in Mr. Edwards' 
life woul,1 occupy much space, which we 
require otherwise. In 1853 we helped to 
condnct Mr. Edwards' settlement at Trow
bridge. But the original John Warburton 
was then alive, and one morning we ,at be
tween the good old man and hi• wife. That 
interview we have never forgotten. Cotten
ham, Islington, Notting-hill, and other 
places, were scbsEquently the scenes of Mr. 
Edwards' ministry; but his work on earth is 
finished. God be merciful to the weeping 
widow and family. 

"MY DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD 
-It was my painful duly to bury Brothe; 
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Ed"•ard•, of Stepney, ~·esterd&y 11fternooo 
(FehruRr~· l ). at H&nwell. There wee a 
selert <'Ompany of mournin,r re!Rlioes and 
'Chri,tiRn friends. Now the widow 110d 
·fiimih- de,,ired me to In the cRqe of MM!. 
Edwerd• hefore you. There is a young 
daughter much Rflllcted. She ha• frequent 
lfltia, Rnd f• quite iocapRble of lookin,r after 
herself. Mr•. Edwards i• very weak. and 
incapable of doin11: anything to get II living. 
It wouM eeem that •he i• left de•titute, so 
fer as any mooev comin11: in. Could ,·ou 
give her Ro~· help.out of imy fond you may 
have to dispen•e to the poor ? You will ex
cutoe my writing in this way, but I am sure 
(with the friends), that if ~-ou can do any
thing. you will do it. God Almi11:hty com
fort end support you. So prays one of the 
least of the flock. 

"HENRY WELCH." 

[We sent a messenger with money to Mrs. 
Edwards immediately. I know, for a loo11: 
time, it bes been a distressiD!I; case. Come at 
once, ell who can, and help a poor widow and 
orphan child.] 

[Wetbank T. G. Edward, for bis Jett.or. The 
foregoinfr article wae in type, and ~pe.ee would 
not permit u,;: to insert the letter. We hope to 
do 60 Tir'Xt month.] 

EDITORS WHO HAVE LEFT THE 
CHATR.-No. III. 

Tbcir b1"B.iDf- Oid sptn, 
Tbeir pens did fl.r; 

But they were men, 
And sure to dit>. 

JrJ1e,·e are thelj umr ( 

" Geofl',·ey Old castle " was the ( as.su med) 
name of the editor of the Ca.nterbury 
Magazine, which I bed the honour of 
cnrryin!!" through the press for him. I have 
often felt a !!"low of gratitude for the privi
lege of having seen one thorough gentleman 
in the course of my life. It was my happi
ness to see, to know. to converse with, to 
serve this gentleman for !!Orne years, end J 
was daily in bis study with him and @aw in 
him what J &ever RBW in another in all my 
lile. Nature bad formed him what J should 
call, so far as it ee.o be, a perfect model; or, 
a• the new school cells it, the ideal of man
hood. He was like an iron pilllll' for deci
~ion His word was final, unalterable, yet 
expressed with a beautiful, cbaste, and lofty 
manner, that carried J"OU with it without a 
doubt. His character, hie coove~•ation. hi• 
abiding conduct (tom.,• greet a•tonisbmeur) 
sbowed me a patlern, which indirectly ca•t 
into the shade mullilude, of so-called mP-n. 
both in tue Cbureb and in the world. Thi• 
geutlaman hBd ueen previouslv tile chief 
ec1itor. and. I think, proprietor, of one of the 
or,ce fiouri,ltin,r London evening jonrnal•: 
hut in con,,.quence of' thi, georleman'• !oval 
tl,-fence of tlie then i·eigning kio11; on the 
EnJ.:li,b tbrone, the couutrv turned it~ back 
upon the journal referred 'to, and ell was 
lo•t. 

.. Geoflrev Oldca,tle" wa• no idler. At 
t l.e time lie wa., editinJ.: the Canterbury 
M agazin,, he we, the sole editor of the 

Kentfah Tim,.•, the Kenli.•h ObsenMr, 
the Cnnte,·bury Journal, •nd •nrrlled 
leadio!I.' articles to • London weekly p•per. 
I eaw the birth and the burial of the Kenti.,1,. 
Time,,, because tt "did not take." I we• 
rresent at the elosin!I; scenes of the Canter
h1,ry Magazine, because It• weight and 
w3rth were above the people's appreciation. 
But the Observer end the Journal remain 
A livinp: prop~rty. Why All this testimony 
concerning a geotlemAn? Simply to bring 
out one fact. Wbeo the Canterbury 
Journal was commenced, the editor, 
Geoffrey Oldcastle, announced his Intention 
to 11:ive everv week two columns of "Sun
day readio!I.'," which WAS continued for years. 
TheRe two columns were selecllons from the 
old divines, which the e<litor made himself 
end they convinced me that deep down i~ 
the heart of Wm. Mudford, Esq. ( Geoffrey 
Oldcastle), there lived the feith and leer of 
God, aorl a sanctified use of all his trials 
ca•t a halo of solemnity over the whole man. 
There was what Huotio!l.'too cells, "Love lo 
the ashes." My service under such an 
editor bas been a blessi11g to C. W. B. 

ESSEX.-The Church and congregation 
assembling et B~thel, WeltbAm-abhev, held 
their biennial tea feast on Jan. 28,' in the 
British schoolrnom, after which a public meet
ing was most ably presided over by Mr. F. A. 
Bourne, minister of Totteridge-road chapel. 
After singing the 793rd hymn, Deobam's 
Selection, end prayer by Mr. W. Jackson, of 
Paradise chapel, Mr. Stevens, one of the 
deacons, made a brief statement of the 
financial eff4irs, shewiog a deficiency of ,£20 
and that the object of the meeting, togetbe; 
with the services of last Lord's-day, was, If 
possible, to extinguish this debt. Messrs. 
Flavel, Gerdelier, S. J. Smith, of Enfield, W. 
Jackson, and Mr. R. Andrews, of St. Ives, 
addressed the meeting, which we• enlivened 
at intervals by the service of son!!', accom
panied with the orgaophone by Miss Parker 
and her uncle, Mr. W. Parker. It is fer
vently hoped that the cordial sympathy of thll 
oeigl,bouriog ministers who took part will 
long exemplify the Scripture, "Behold, how 
good and bow pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity" (Psa. cxxxiii.1).
C. GORDELIER. 

SW ALLOWFI ELD.-Small things some
times serve to rewind us of the pasr. While 
in conversati~n with a friend ye•terday he 
made an alluwm to the work done by him at 
Littlebourne in the Sunday-school; at the 
same time be showed me an old Bible which 
was given for rhe u•e of the friends worsbip
piD!!' there a• far back a• 1814. Thi• same 
book was used there until 1870, and I sup
pose your.elf u•ed it when you first preached 
•t Littlebourne. It hRs now travelled as far 
as Reading. Who can tell l,ow many sinners 
hwe beard rca,1 from it• pRges the life-giving 
and soul-sustaining Word? J am glad to 
say we are still upheld at Swallowfield, the 
congregations keep up, the people profo,s to 
bear with profit.-R. DANIEL, 
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BETHN AL-GREEN.-The epeciel New 
Year·~ service• were held et Hope cliepel on 
Tue11dey Jan. 26. Mr. Shepherd delivered 
en eii:celleot dlscouree from " It I• well" (2 
Kloge Iv. 26). lo the evening Mr. Up.dale 
took the chair, end ofter reeding Heb. f., he 
gave a few remarks ehewlng why the Chrle
tlen ought to be end le a happy man. The 
first speeker we• Mr. Sears, the su~ject 
allotted lo him being" The Shepherd·• (Psa. 
xxlll. 1). After remarking that this P,elm, 
which hee been called the peorl of P,alms, 
follows the Psalm of the cross; that this 
Psalm of peace is preceded by the Psalm of 
war ; he said that the Chief Shepherd is our 
Brother as well os our Shepherd, for in the 
Lord'• prayer we have, " Our Father.'' 
Though He is enthroned on the right bend 
of the Father, He is with the under ,hepberds 
in spirit, and we know that when He shall 
appear, we shall appear with Him in glory. 
Mr. Squirrel! then gave en eddre•s from 
" Tbe Sheep " ( J obn x. 27 ), The ~beep ore 
Christ'• by the gift of the Father, nod by the 
gift of covenant love. All sheep are born 
lambs, and therefore the old sheep of Christ 
ought to deal tenderly with the young lambs 
of the fold. The Christian bears t be voice of 
his Shepherd, and be finds music in it, and 
be will follow Him, but he must follow as 
closely BS he can, and be careful bow be 
walk~, lest be be a power for evil instead of 
good, both in the Church and before the 
world. Mr. Langford's address was from 
"The Fold" (Johnx.16). There is one fold 
ond one Sliepberd, anrl those in the fold are 
all of one nature, for they are all one in 
Christ. Fold suggests security, for that old 
lion the devil cannot get in and lake one out 
of the fold. Mr. Copelend's subject was 
'' The Rod" ( Pse. xxiii. 4). The Shepherd 
uses it to bring back the wetJderers, to lead 
them into good pastures, and it is their com
fort in death, for " Thy rod and Thy staff 
they comfort me:' Mr. J. H. Lynn wBB 
the lest speaker, and bis text was "The 
Pasture " ( Psalm xxiii. 2). lt is a 
green, a pleBBant, e. good pasture, to love 
which is to have tbe same mind of what is 
pleasant BS Christ, which causes us to bave 
fellowship with God. There is no waxing 
old about the new covenant, for it i11 always 
green. If we desire God's mercies we ere 
sure to get them, and there are no barren 
Winters in the pastures of the King. The 
Shepherd gently leads us along the path, 
which is truth itself, throu!!'h the green pBB
tures. After singing" All bail the power of 
Jesus' name," aud the benediction was pro
nounced, the happy meeting was concluded 
with a vote of thanks to J. Up~dale, E,q., for 
presidlng.-H. D. 11. 

NEW CRO SS.-Yr. G. W. Shepherd 
delivered a gra11d discourse on Tuesday after
noon, February 9, from the words in Rev. 
xix. 5, 6. To the feeble and doubting one~, 
the weaklings In faith, we know Mr. Shep
herd's message was made a blessini: on this 
occasion, which was the twenty-second anni
versary of Mr. J, S- Anderson'• pa•torete; 
Bml, of course, in consequence ol the high 

estsem in which he is held by eve1·yhody 
there wae a large congregation. The evening 
meeting commenced by singing the follow
ing hymn, compo•ed by the pastor for this 
service:-

., T>escen,l, r~lestial flrf". 
Our col<lner;!'I t.o rr-move, 

Anrl every hea.rt anrl ron~n,. in~plr,.. 
To Ring tbP Saviour·~ lorn; 

For shoulrl n•r, fe.il thP pra.i-..~ 
Of Jesus to proclaim, 

The very stones a. eoag wrntld f:l :-,.,,,. 

Aod make 118 hluo;h f,,:· ~ham(' 

·• The blcseing~ or Hi~ ic 1,~,:,. 
Our comforts to re1ww, 

Descend upon us in ti:i-; pla( 
f>isti!ling lik:e the- r\F-7\". 

In love a.nd concord !-!Wf'Pt, 

'Through all thP- b~a-0nf"" year. 
We ba.ve been privi1e~ed to mc,.t. 

E:ich other's hearts ::n ~beer. 
1

' 011r rJ.aks hnve been ioctf'a.9<'d 
By those for whom He blert; 

\Vho were from legal hnnds !'elc:i'-0d, 
And by the Spirit lecl, • 

To pasture~ fresh an<l ~rern, 
And 8tren.m9 ont or I hat Roe~. 

By holy prophets long- fo,·e-;pcn. 
As smitten forth~ nnck. 

'" In view of merc:es p,1--1. 
Shall we the futurf' drea1l? 

Xo. every care on Him w,,.·n cast. 
Who suffered in our sr,~a.d 

He on tb.e cros!il endured. 
The cur~e that was onr dne. 

And for us life and peace procurC'd 
And crJwns of glory to,) 

"Your every harden (lt"r11'-
And take the lfas~er·s hand: 

He'll lead you up to Pis~ab's top. 
And shew you all the land. 

And while vou realize 
Your ranSom from the fall. 

Let joyful ballel□jabs r:se 
And crown H!m Lord of all.'' 

·1n bis (l\Ir. A.'s) opening remarks he said, 
I first stood in the pulpit here as pastor, 
Sunday, January I, 1864. Those who knew 
the place then and see it now, are conscious 
ol many material alterations, but there bas 
been no alteration in the truth, in doctrine, 
practice, and creed-same now as when I 
came; and have many evidences that the 
word is blessed. During the past year 
thirteen have been added (eight by baptism), 
deacons, church, and myself are in harmony. 
We have a good number of young people, 
they are the hope of the Church. Some aged 
ministers have lost their bold on the you nit; 
our young folks respect the elders, and do 
not seek to overrun them. We have no 
sensationalism, but keep on preacbinj!' the 
grand old Gospel as the only remedy for a 
sinner's salvation. We are preparing to 
enlarge the school accommodation, and hope 
that work will be proceeded with in the com
ing Spring. We are sorry that our brethren 
Meeres and Box are prevented from being 
with us through illness. 

Mr. Winters spoke of the joys and sorrows 
of a pastor's life. Mr, Dexter gave, in his 
itentle, easy-flowiog, native manner a sub
lime dissertation on peace, prosperity, joy, 
hope, as particularly applicable to, and ex-
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perienced by. brother Andel'IIOn since he hee 
heeu Rt New ('ros,. Peace bee been bn11ed 
on the principlee of truth, governed by Jove; 
where there are conciliations and reconcilia
tion,, peace will be su•tained. Prosperity 
hRS been material, nume~ical and •piritual, 
of which we who knew the place twenty
two yeara ago have ocular demonstration; if 
tbi• prosperit:,- is to he continued you, as a 
Church. mu•t be unliring and uncea•ing in 
~·our efforts in the future as in the pa~t, then 
will your joy increase and your hope be 
strengthened. Mr. W. HGzelton gave an 
address from these word•, " Havin!!' a desire 
to deport end be with Christ, which is far 
better." These words were written hy the 
Apostle • short lime before he was taken 
home. He did not want to depart just for 
the sake of !!'etling rid of bis troubles, but 
because of the love be had for his Se,,iour. 
This is a beautiful and wonderful world in 
which we li,·e, and I am sorry for the man 
who can find no happiness in it. But our 
enjoyment here is not lasting, there, in 
heaven. it will be fulness of joy and plea
sures for evermore, it will be the perfection 
of bliss; here we learn the song. there we 
shall sing ii. Mr. R. E. Sears, in expres-, 
sions of Christian affection towards Mr. 
Anderson. hoped and prayed that the future 
of bis ministerial career might he more pro
fitable to himself, edifyin11: to the Church, and 
for the honour and glorv of God. Mr. 
Squirrell said it ball been a ·season of joy and 
pleasure to be with them to-day. Mr. Hor
ton, cf Croydon. offered prayer.-J. W. B. 

RICffMOXD.-The New Year's meeting 
was held at Salem on Thursday, Januar.v 21. 
There was a irood attendance. In the after
noon a sermon was preached by Mr. W. J. 
Stvlfs, from •• Wor:by is the Lamb that was 
slain." At five o'clock a tee was provided, 
and in the evening a pleasant meeting was 
spent in listeninl!,' to the addresses of the 
chairman, Mr .. }. 8. Anderson, end of Messrs. 
J. Bush. J. Hunt Lynn, and J. Parnell.-
C. G .• 

READI:S-G.-A correspondent says: ".At 
the New Year's meeting et Providence, 
Oxford-road, brother Wekelin filled bis post 
admirably as chairmen, end brother Mitchell 
,poke some precious things. The young 
friends cbeered us with singing. The evening 
wll.£ ~pent happy. The Lord be•, in Jove, 
kept us in peace and harmony. The school 
looks healtbv with the teecbers in full work. 
A vtry Excellent Bible-class, conducted by 
our brother Wileman, jun., also a Bend of 
Hope, conducted by_ b~other Wilema11, sen., 
not forgetting the m1ss10nary work; and you 
will he also pleased to know three young 
friends Lave IM,en constrained by love divine 
10 come and testify of the grace of God expe-
1 irnced iu their oouls and with a desire to he 
immersed and join the Church. Brother 
Rose will by God's help, perform that sacred 
duty Su~day evening, Jen. 31. The Lord 
l:11,s no, for1eken us. Brother Mitchell's 
tex: was, "God is in the midst of her." 

LIMEHOUSE.-ln the year 1869 the 
l'AUse meeting In Bancroft-place, under the 
late Mr. Cbristma•, cea9ed lo exist. Near 
the •ame period there was a little unsettle
ment at the " Cave," throup;h the der,arture 
from time to eternity of Mr. Webster. 
Hence, ""me few or the Lord's people were 
seeking a home. A room was obtained In 
which for a short time they met; from thence 
to Coverdale Rooms, where Mr. end Mre. 
Tyler, Mr. Pike, Miss Powel, Mr. Smith, 
end about twentv others were united In 
Church fellowship· by Mr. W. Lodge. The 
Church now numbers nearly one hundred, 
under the peeloral care of Mr. Holden 
meetinp; in Elim Chapel, Pekin-street, Ea,i 
India Dock-road, Limehouse, in whiclJ piece 
on Tuesday, February 2, 1886, the sixteenth 
anniversary of formation of Church was held, 
when the chapel W89 well filled. It is pleas
Ing to know that the congregation here is 
well kept up-the cbapelonSundeyevening 
being nearly full-the Word preached is made 
a blessing, there is peace end unity between 
p89lor, deacon, end church, and they are 
progressing, which gives much cause for 
l!T&titude. On this occasion, Mr. W. 
Kempston presided, end Mr. J. H. Deersly 
prayed for God's blessing on the meeting, 
which W89 addressed by Messrs. Bennet, 
Holden, Lee, Myerson, and Dearsly. Mr. 
Kemp led the song of praise, Mr. Baldwin 
gave expressions of gratitude to chairmen 
end friends ; more rooney was collected than 
asked for (£15), the speeche11 were truly 
spiritual, edifying, end instructive; the 
necessary repast was in ever.v way excellent, 
and all united very heartily in singing:-

u Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.'' 

"WHAT PARTY?"-"Y. M. Fels" 
whispers, " What party do you belon~ to?" 
That venerable M. Hopkins says, " I em a 
Baptist. Thomas Bradbury says he does not 
believe in it." Christ's forerunner was a 
Baptist. Our Lord and tlaviour Jesus Christ 
was a Baptist. Paul was glad he did liot 
baptize some; hut Chrispus and Geiu•, end 
many more. When the Holy Ghost first set 
up the New Testament Church et Pentecost, 
it was by preaching, by smitiug, by hellevin!!', 
by repenting, and being added by baptism; 
and they were ell of one mind. Now, Mr. 
Fe!•, I was made one of that kind of Baptistij 
by reeding Christ's word•, " For thus it 
becometh us," &c. The church parson bad 
sprinkled me when only 12 years old; but 10 
years after that I sew sprinkling was not 
baptism. Hence, when Mr. Henry Christian 
pressed us into the Church we were im
mersed by the late William Matthews, and 
went quietly on our way for Jesus. We 
were staggered lo find men like Joseph Iron•, 
George Abrahams end others so bitter 
against baptism. When we were pulled out 
of obscurity, we heard, end still beer, of (1) 
General Baptists, (2) Union Haptlsl9, (3) 
Pre•existerien BaptM•, (4) Standard Bap
tists, (5) Bpurgeon Baptist,,, (6) Seventh Dey 
Baptists, and (7) the deoplsed Outsiders. 
We may answP.r Mr. Self more distinctly if 
our mind he so led. 
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M A Y F O R D .-The village cause here 
having been rather low for some lfme, an 
appeal was made to the old Baptist Churr.b 
et Guildford to render some help. In response 
thereto, •peclal services were held on 
Wednesday, January 20. Mr. E. Mltchell, 
pestorJ or Guildford, preoched in the after
noon 1rorn Hob. Iii, 2-" 0 Lord, receive Thy 
work." It was a sober, •avoury, and appro
priate dl•course. The preacher, speaking of 
the need of the prayer, end lhe plea, urged 
"Tuy work," showing that the work was 
the Lord'•· Friends from Lon4on, Mr. 
Crutcher, of Thomes Bradbury's Church; 
Mr. King, nod other friend• from the Surrey 
Tabernacle; Mr. Crutcher, of Tooting; Mr. 
Nosh, of Ep;ham; Mr. Picket end others, 
from Guildford end Knapp-bill, os.,embled to 
encourage brother Staodbrook, who hopes, 
l''ith the Lord's blessing, to revive bis old 
piece of Truth. The chapel was full. Teo 
wns provided by Mr. Stedman, of Koopp
hill. In the evening o public meetinl!,' was 
held, Mr. J. Bonney, o[ Guildford, presided. 
The Chairman explained the object of the 
gathering. Brother Crutcher souJ:tht the 
divine blessing. Mr. Mttcbell stated that an 
application, signed by the Mayford friends, 
bod been sent to the Guildford Church to come 
over and help, and on behalf of that Church, 
expreS!ed their willingne,s to render whet 
ai,t they could in maintaining the Moyford 
cause. Mr, Stondbrook, on behalf of May
ford, accepted their assistance in providing 
ministerial brethren, &c. The members 
lflresent spoke in approve! of the arrange
•ment. Mr. King gave a thoughtful address 
on Uni1y, showinj!' its divine source, its need, 
and blessedness. Mr. Picket, in a seasonable 
speech, gave excellent counsel from the 
words, "Continue in prayer." Mr. Stocker 
followed in a •uito\Jle strain from the text, 
"Lord, help me." Mr. Nash, with some 
warmth nod feeling, spoke from David's 
motto: ·• 0 Ji:ive thank• unto the Lord." 
Mr. Crutcher (Grove, Cemberwell), having 
formerly lived in the locality, spoke very 
sweetly on "Divine feeding," end gave 
suitable end effectfonete counsel to the youth 
present. Collection between five and six 
pounds. Preyer ~y brother Ayling, of Wit
.Jey, closed a meeting sanctified, we trust, by 
the Lord'd presence end bles,ing. P.S. -
l here are four rooms attached to the Chapel, 
~mall, but comfortable; a Christier: men end 
wire, who wanted to retire into the country, 
could have them for about one shillin11: per 
week if the wile.could attend to the chapel 
.,,~•ning, &c. Must be persons connected 
wnb a cause of truth of the some faith, &c. 
Such may write to Mr. Stendbrook, Mey
ford, near Woking, Surrey.-J. B. 

. HERTFORD. - A pleasing end highly 
ioteresting service was held et Ebenezer 
chapel on Tuesday, January 28, to comme
morate the pastor'• (Mr. Robert Bowles) silver 
Wedding, or 25th veer of his pastorate. A 

iE
sermon was preached in the af,ernoon by Mr. 

• Casey, of Walkern. A goodly company 
sat down to tee. Public meeting com
menced et 6.16, ably presided over by l\lr. G. 

Lovelock, who spoke of his long ecquaiot
ence w Ith their esteemed psst or end of his 
•iocere love to him. For it w•• from hi• lips 
th&t he (Mr. L.) fir•t heard the truth-that 
truth which ever since, through grsce, he hnd 
been able to abide by. Mr. Bowles gave a 
brief history of the Church at Ebenezer since 
its formation in 1773, the call and resigna
tion of the different pastor•, the longest oot 
exceeding 12 yenrs, so that his own was the 
longeot, he having now entered upon the 
26th year of his reign. In conclusion, he 
would just say that he could only a•cribe his 
long continuation end preservation in their 
midst to that grand cause to which he celled 
their attention on the previous Lord's-day{ 
"Having, therefore, obtained help of God. 
continue until this day'' (Act• xxvi. 22). 
The following brethren -delivered animated 
end congratulatory addresses: Messrs. Alfrey, 
Casey, Winters, Realtf, Sempford, Stringer. 
end Salmons. The senior deacon, on behalf 
of the friends, presented Mr. Bowles with 
£IS 10a., all in silver, donations •ince re
ceived making the sum total ~0. The 
pastor acknowledged the same with thanks. 
Singing end prayer brought this happy and 
successful meeting to a close. •· Behold, bow 
good and pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity.'' So thought-ONE 
WHO WAS PRESENT, 

DORSET-SQU ARE.-Forty-eigbtb an
niversary of the Infants' Friend Society was 
held on Tuesday, J onuary 26, 1BB6. The 
readers of the EARTHEN VESSEL ere well 
posted up in the objects of this very excellent 
•ociety, which needs not repeating, It is, 
nevertheless, with great pleasure we record 
its projll'ess, The good and "honourable 
women" who form tbe committee, work on 
with a zeal influenced by the love of Christ 
end a desire to do good to poor perishing 
people, As many as 228 cases were visited 
end received benefit during the last year. 
The speakers on this occasion were Messrs. 
Lynn, Anderson, Box, Wileman, and Meere~, 
who spoke on God'• ability to save. We 
were exceedin!?IY glad to see our brother 
Meeres was able to be present; with but one 
or two excertions he bas been at every annual 
meeting. n speakiDjl on God's ability to 
succour, he was solemn, sublime, and 
savoured ot a mind ripening for the "rest 
which remeineth for the people of God.'' Mr. 
Shepherd presided. Mr. C. Wilson read the 
report. There was a large attendance of 
~ubscribers and friend~.-J. W. B . 

HORSHAM.-On January 25 the third 
anniversary of the Sunday-school et Reho
both was held. Mr. J . H. W akelin presided. 
Mr. Rogers. superiotendent, enge!l'ed in 
prayer. The chairmen followed with an 
interesting end instructive address. Mr. W. 
Milbourne, pastor, gave a general outline of 
tbe year's work, which was eocoureging. 
Mr. Thou:as Cooper end Mr. Cole delivered 
short addresses. The teachers and scbolurs 
enlivened the proceedin~s of the evening 
with singing and reciting. The meeting 
closed with the doxology. 
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PIMLICO.-Speclal 11ervleei, were held at 
Carmel on February 9. In the afternoon 
Mr. J. Bu•h gave R '1:'ood IIOUnd di!!COul'!le 
from Heh. Iii. 1. " Wherefore, holy brethren," 
&c. We mu•t not only be brethren, but holy 
brethren, end in considering our High 
Priest we must consider Him botlt n• God 
snd men. In the evening Mr. ,r. R. Weke
lin took the chair. After reading Rom. xii. 
he celled upon Mr. Tooke, who •poke from 
2 Cor. ,di. 9. It is 11,'00d at times to feel week, 
for then we caot oul'!lelves upon the Lord, 
whose grace is sufficient for us. It is e rough 
end thorny wey we heve to tread, but we 
often meke our own thorns, and they are the 
sharpeiat.. He was followed by Mr. Waite, 
whose text was," They thet weit upon the 
Lord •hell renew their strength." Waiting 
upon God is e sign of life, for when we were 
deed we did not want God1 we hed e stren!l:'th 
or our own. As the cry ot the babe is a sign 
of life so it is spiritually. Mr. Lambourne 
•eid, "Cbri•t cells us brethren, end where 
He is there is help in time of need end release 
from prison. Mr. Bush seid we reed in 
Ezek. xviii. 20, "The soul that sinneth, it 
shell die;•' thiscennot be broken, for itlsseeled 
with the King's ring. But Christ is eble to 
toke ewey the •in of ell who ere helped by 
the Spirit to trust in Him. Mr. WiSP, of 
Mer'1:'ftte. said, We are not to forget God's 
benefits, but to do whet we can to help the 
Church of God, for if we cen only doe little 
it will be seid, "He hetb done whet he 
could." Mr. Pernell told us thet they were 
prospering, end were or one heart and mind. 
A yeer ego be started e Bible-class with 
eight end now he hes 29. If we enquire of 
the Lord He is sure to direct us as David 
found in l Sem. niii. 2. 

~, Graoe 'tis & ch&rming ■onnd " 

wes then sung, end the chairman pro
nounced the benediction, which was the ter
mination of a happy meeting. The atten
dance wa8 good.-H. D. B. 

READING.-DEAR MR. BANKS,-I 
trust it will not be out of place to send you a 
few lines, by way of report of the progress 
of the cause at Providence Chapel. It is 
written, '' Whoso offeretb praise glorifietb 
Me." I think the following circumstances 
will show causes for gratitude. We held a 
New Year'• Eve meeting from eleven to 
twelve o'clock, which W88 well attended; 
se,eral brethren poured out their confessions, 
blended with praise and prayer, btfore the 
Lord, seeking e fullfr manifestation of the 
Divine presence to be realised amongst us; 
also portions of His blessed Word were read 
-this commenced a very Happy New Year. 
On January 5, our usual tea and public 
meeting wes held ; after the tea, urother 
R. Wakeli!! occupied the chair; and com
menced by all heartily joining in singing a 
bywn. He tben called upon brother Gray, 
of Wokingham ( a very, very old friend In 
the cause), to implore the Divine blessing. 
A portion of God's Word wu read, and a 
very kind and appropriate address delivered 
by the chairman, wisbillg u1 a Happy New 

Veer In the ~I senRe of the \Vord. Brother 
Merlin made e few remarks, !eking e retro
spective view of the pest year; and though 
he had been personally celled to drink dee1> 
drRup;hts of nflllctlon/ well nigh unto death, 
he rejoiced In testify np; lo the unchanging 
love and faithfulness of Him who Is the snme 
vesterday, to-day, nod for ever; he hnd 
proved the pre!!lousness of God's Word In the 
darkest moments, end.now enjoyed the prlvl
lel{e of being In the sanctuary once more. 
With regard to the cause we have not been 
without addition; whlle;death bad removed 
others, we had been blesse,1 with the preach
Ing of the glorlou• Go•pel through the year. 
The Bible-clas.•, School. end Band of Hope 
were cbeerln1r, especiatly lo those who were 
Interested In them, not for!!:'eltlng the 
!If issionnry &lclety. Brother Mitchell, of 
Guildford, in hh lovl,.g, kind spirit, gave an 
excellent address upon the words : "God is 
in the midst of her, she shell not be_moved;" 
this was listened lo with deep interest. 
Brother Tbomsett spoke e few words upon 
the words," He giveth more grace," which 
was very acceptable. About thirty of onr 
young friends enlivened the evening by 
singing short anthems at intervals. A vote of 
thanks was 'given warmly to the Chairman 
end speakers by brother Laimson, supported 
by brother Montague; and we ell left feelin!I' 
we bed spent a very pleasant evening. You 
will be pleased to learn three young friends 
have been constrained, by the love of Jesus, 
to meke a public profe•sion of His name, and 
follow Him through the despised ordinance 
of believer's baptism. Brother Rose bes 
been spending two Sundays with us here. 
Jan. 31 wu a time long to be remembered 
by us, he preached a good sermon in the 
morning, from the text, " My God shell 
supply all your need, accordinir to His riches 
in irlory, by Christ Jesus." In the after
noon the Sunc!ay •cholars recited portions of 
God's Word, &c. Brother Rose distributed 
their annual reward•. In the evening RD 
excellent :sermon was delivered upon the 
words," Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will 11ive thee II crown of life," after which 
our brother led the young friends down into 
the water, and immersed them in the name 
of the Trinity; It proved a very blessed time, 
the Lord helped both preacher nod hearers, 
which caused our hearts to rejoice that the 
Lord hetb not for!aken His people. 

WOOLWICH.-The Church at Eoon, 
under the pastoral care of Mr. l'qulrrel, is 
prospering. The Lord is bles~iog the Word, 
so that both younir and old hnve been con
•trained by the qul~kening inffuence of the 
Holy 8pirit to come forward and put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ by baptism. We used 
to bear Mr. l'quirrel with much pleasure 
when he WBS In the Borou11h ; we then 
thought be wu destined for a large ,pbere 
of u1M-fulness; God hos favoured him with 
gift•, and these ere sanctified hy the grace of 
God and yleldiol1,' fruit to His honour end 
glor)·, The Lord's name be pralsed.-Joa!I. 
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RECOGNITION OP MR. HERRING. 
Oo Tuesday, February 2, 1886, we held 

ou1· Recognition Services nt Bethesda chapel, 
Notting Hlll-gRte, as previously announced, 
and we feel our coveoRot God more than 
ooswered our utmost expectations. Friends 
flocked lo from all parts; our brethren came 
laden with heRvenly trea•ures; our gracious 
(lod sent their messages with sweetness ood 
power to our souls, nod everyone sold It 
would not be easy to for11;et such o sweet end 
solemn season of so mHch feasting lo the 
Moster'e presence. The chapel was well 
filled lo the afternoon/ but was crowded in 
the evening. Our fr end, Mr. C. Wilson, 
gave out lbe flr•t hymn, after which our 
brother W. Waite, of Jlreh, City-roncl, 
opened with rending the afternoon service, 
ond led us in prayer. 

Brother R. • E. Seers delivered o most 
excellent discourse on "The Nature of a 
Gospel Church," from " I speak concerning 
Christ ood His Church." Jt was listened to 
with greet attention. We doubt not, the 
rlear, Scriptural description of the only true 
"Gospel Church," will be greatly blessed by 
our God to the Instruction and edification of 
many. 

Brother Curtis then asked brother Herring 
(the pastor elect) to give some account of 
his" Call by grace," which having been done 
to the satisfaction of our brother, he then 
asked for an aceount of" his call to the work 
of the ministry." Brother Curtis expressing 
bis entire satisfaction at the clear statements 
made, then asked brother Herring for "a 
declaration of his faith;" this also havin!l' 
fully @atisfled our. brethren, one verse of a 
hymn was sung, after which our brother 
called upon Mr. Oxborrow (deacon) to state 
the leading• of Providence respecting the 
choice of brother Herring as pastor by the 
Church, the substance being as foliows. 
When our late pastor, Mr. Brown, left, we 
had to seek supplies. I went to our brother 
Beazley (among other brethren) to ask who 
he could recommend, and he mentioned, 
among other~, the name of brother Herring, 
who was invited to sup_ply at different times, 
as often as he was at hberty; nod from the 
first his testimony wos greatly blessed to the 
people, ultimately leadleg to a unanimous 
mv1te for three months, with a view to the 
pastorate. Another Church meeting wos 
held before the three months bad expired, to 
decide what should be done, when the vote 
of the Church was again taken by ballot, 
that a unanimous Invite be given to brother 
Herrinfu to accept the pastorate, which, after 

D
pray~r ul consideration, he agreed to do. 

ur10g this time nine were added to the 
Church by baptism, and two by dlsmission 
fr~"! other Churches, our brother Herring's 
m1n1stry having been blessed to the in
gathedo~ of some, and the conversion of 
others, Brother Curlis expreased bis oerfect 
satisfaction that it was God's will that Church 
and pastor should be united together, the 
~embers of the Church being asked to signify 
t helr

1 
approval of the same In the usual way, 

W eh having been done, In a very !o,·io1t 
way, brother Curlis joined the hands of 

p~tor and dearon, sA:vlng, " Whet God bath 
jo10ed togetl,er, let no men pot a•under; ·• 
concluding the afternoon aenice with hymn 
and benediction. 

At five o'clock tea wAs pYOvirled. At 6 30, 
~he evening service commenced with sinj!'
mg, and brother Parnell, of Pimlico, reading 
and pro.vin'(; after which our brother J. 
Harris, of Kilburn-vale (who we were glaiJ 
to see so well), very hle.soedly offered up the 
Ordination Preyer, after which our brother 
G. W. Shepherd, ~f Monot Zion. delivered 
the charge from 2 Tim. ii. 15: "Study to 
show thyself approved unto God, a workmen 
that necdeth not to be ashomed rightly 
dividing the Word of Truth." ' 

Brother J. Box, of Soho, delivered a 
spiritual end loving discourse to the Church 
from "BndeavouriDf,!' to keP.p the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace." The blessed 
and practical advice our brother Jil'Rve we 
feel quite sure the Church will do their' best 
to carry out. One SUJ!'11:estioo made, we feel 
was very much needed io the present day by 
most ol our Churches, rP,gular and syste
matic, giving to God's cause as much as He 
enables. 

Brethren Beazley, of Kilburn; and Hor
ton, of Croydon, also took part in the service; 
and th~ evening service was made very lively 
~nd br1glit by tee help of the choir in siog
mg, thanks to the excell•ot leadership of 
our esteemed brother Mr. Rowley. 

The 11astor very heartily thanked 1111 the 
brethren for their loving words and kind 
presence, also to all the friends. from other 
causes, who, by their kind pre•enee, had 
helped to make the day sueh a ,ucress; also 
to our lady friends for providing an exaellent 
tea to such a numerous family. We ooliced 
friends fr~m High Wycomhe, Hayes, Arton, 
Mount Zion, Pim!ico, Soho, Keppel-street 
J_irM, New-eros•, Fulham-road, Homsey~ 
rise, Surrey Tabernacle, &c. 

Brother Oxborrow announced that be bad 
for sale the plllltor's portraits, the profits 
from the sale of which, is to help to reduce
the mortgage oo the chapel ; the prices are 
Cabinets, 2s., nod Carles, Is. each, con b~ 
had also by post from Mr. Oxborrow, 3, 
Archer-street, Westbourne-grove, W. 

We are ver:v thankful to announce also 
that we have five waiting for baptism now, 
and one to receive from another Church. 
"What shall we render unto the Lord for all' 
His benefits towards us?" G. H. 

[Mr. Herring's confession, answers, Sl:c., 
next month.] 

SPALDING. -There have been many 
changes here. Many old and true friends 
have passed off the stage, and some (sad to
think of) have turned aside from the grand 
old tru Iii<, which were so firmly held ant.I 
nobly defended a few years ago. One can
not help exclaiming," The fathers, where are 
they!" Well, my venerable brother, it is 
comfortio~ to know, and in some measure to 
realise, that the Lord is the same, Though, 
we change, and our surroundings change. 
our covenant God abideth laithful, and, 
whom He loves He love& to tlie end, 
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OUR CRITICS. 
M11. BANX8.-Dn11 S111,-Jn looklnlf 

over the Chri.•tinn ff1orld for thl• week, I 
-came ac!"OS!I what I regard R• a very ugly 
piece of •arce•m; it prompts me to a de•ire to 
write you Ju•t a few line•. I am a young 
man of 2.'i year,; of age, ond have read with 
very much interest the V11es11t, which my 
deer parent• (who reside at Fornhem, Surrey) 
t1end me occoslonally. 1 al.a know Mr. 
Buoney. who assisted in your te,timonial 
fond, hearing and speaking to him some
times at Cher~y, Surrey. I also heve a 
very. very deor friend, •piritually, in Mr. J. 
Corby.of Felmer<ham, Beds. 1 trust I know 
something of the doctrines for which you so 
faithfullv and zealously contend. I have no 
particular intention to say aught against 
those brethren who <'0ntribute such a piece 
to the Chri.,tian World here referred to, 
but that they evidently are some of tho•e 
that care to go with the times, irrespective 
<>f the very many prevalent error• there are 
abroad in the world. May a few Jines from 
one who desires to be one in spirit and in 
bope of eternal life, through notbinJ!: hut the 
fre• mercy and favour of an ever ble8Sed God 
and His llon Jesus Christ, of whom I pray 
that His w•cious Spirit may help you and 
my unworthy self exceedingly. 

Faithfully youn;, 
CALl!B C. CARR. 

Bishop's Waltham, Hampshire, 
Feb. 4, 1886, 

[We thank Mr. Carr for his kind note. 
We are quite CJntent to be considered one of 
tile ancient immoveable ones, not to be 
-carried about with every wind of doctrine.
C. W. B.] 

GOOD WORDS FROM CAN ADA. 
To Mr. M, Bird, Stati.on-Ma11ter, 

Harleston. 
MY DEAR FRIEND,-Grace and peace 

'be with you, throuJ!:h Jesus Christ our Lord. 
He, and He only. is the blessed door of the 
sheepfold by wl,,,m we get all our spiritual 
food and streoJ!:th. I remember some years 
ago, when I was amODJ!: you, that some of 
our friends fouod fault with our dear pastor, 
because in bis preaching he carried every
thing to Christ. Well, my dear friend, and 
is not CbriBt the source of life aad light? If 
there is any J!:OOd in us, does it not come 
from Him? It is not in us; oh, no; but in 
His person I see grace, mercy, and love, 
enough to talk about all day, and enough to 
think ahout durinJ!: tile wakeful hours of 
night. When I call to mind bow good our 
God is to us, and how kind io all Hii deal
ings, I cannot help crying out, 

" When a ball tbe day, dear Lerd, a.ppear 
TL&t I sball mou11t to dwdl above, 

And stand a.ad bow amongst t.llem there, 
Aod viewTby face, and eiog, and love?" 

I feel sure, my dear brother, that I shall see 
;vou there, if not before ; but that I mu■t 
leave with the Lord. Could I bear your 
voice, I guess what you would 1111y to me: 

" Friend Knight&, tell me the state of your 
mind I" 

Well, brother, I have been In great 
troubles ever since I have been In Canada 
through separating myself from the Pulha~ 
friends and comin11; to this rlace. I have 
felt the 10111 to be more than hove known 
how to bear. I have indeed tried to forget 
the post, hut could not. I think of the 
stronl{ affection that was felt when we 
parte,I, ond that aff~ctlon still binds us lo
gel her; bless the Lord, it is as strong as ever 
anti will continue to he so. I was just think'. 
ing thot were the world to !(et hold of this 
letter, they might laugh about my Ios,, which 
i• ~omethin11," they cannot understand, yet 
plam enoul{h to you. I have hinted to you 
my troubles, and must say I thank my 
heavenly Father for them, for they •ufler me 
not lo rest upon earthly thiDe:s. My rest is 
in Jesus. There is a book called " The 
S•int's Rest"; but the best book of the 
•aint'e re.'lt that ever came into this world h 
Christ, and in this book we find enough for 
time and eternity. 

I hope Pulham I• in a flourishing state. 
We have no Baptist Church near us, but 
there is a Methodist Church adjoining my 
l!'arden. They had special meetings in the 
winter time, anj converted twenty persons 
who fell away, and since then they have con
verted forty mJre. What are man's con
versions? Let us take comfort, my brother, 
from the fact that the Lord's own right 
band plants can never be rooted up. Please 
remember me to all the dear friends at 
Pulham. I wish· to say nothing about the 
world, only that we have all we need. My 
dear wife wishes to be remembered to Mrs. 
and Miss Bird. Farewell, dear brother, for 
a time; the Lord bless you all, which i~ the 
prayer of Your unworthy brother, 

JOSEPH KNIClHTS. 

Nile, P.O., Ontario, Canada, America. 
Sept. 14, 1885. 

W ARE.-The friend• at z~ar Baptist 
chapel Leid their annual tea and public meet
ing on January 20. A irood company par• 
took of tea. Public meeting commenced at 
6 30. Brother Pavey opened with prayer. 
The pastor, Mr. Sampford, delivered a neat 
speech, founding hie remarks upon the sub
ject of a bill of services be had to announce
viz., the @ilver wedding. Nice things were 
sai,J in reference to the bride, tlie Lamb'~ 
wife, which our brother dtclared to be tbe 
,rolden wedding, &.c. The Heriford pastor, 
Mr. R. Bowle11, followed, congratulating the 
pastor upon bis long pastorate, which, like 
bis own, extended to a period over 25 year,;. 
Mr. B. proceededtotoueb upon 2Tim. lv.17, 
dealing more particularly upon the word 
"notwithstanding." Brother Winters was 
like a bottle wanting vent, and if by epeakl~g 
be himself was refreshed, it is no less certain 
that be refreshed all present. The worthy 
deacon Chapman, on behalf of the Ware 
friend•, presented the pastor with a substan• 
tial token of their esteem for his serviceA, 
The joyous services were brought to a close lly 
idnging and prayer. 
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DEVON.-MY DBAR BROTHBR,-You 
"'Ill be glad to hear how we ere progre•~ln11: 
et Stonebou@e. I have not forirotteo yuur 
kind re•ponse to my la•t letter. It did cheer 
rnv heart with an lo•plrlng \\'Ord, "Oo for
"'iir,1." Since that time the meoy old friend,, 
"'ho In their lime have profes•ed great thing•, 
have been sllent-othere, friends of' forty 
years past, have spoken, and spoken cheering 
"'orris to an old worker In the Lord's vloe
yerd end by one help and another, eome
tlme: £10, then £5, end then £1, end by the 
"'ldow's mlle1,..IO•., and the sale of'our Christ
mas card, ".t.benezer," £1 lls.-our fund 
bes mounted up to £13.'3 2s. 2d., end there 
ere yet "other vessels," the oil Is not stayed, 
Our Devon Association, to which the.London 
committee referred us, do not acknowledge 
u•. we are not associated, therefore not 
eliglble. It ls the old story which you know 
rn \Veil; we are too really Calvinistic, which 
so many profess to be. However, I trust \Ve 
shall get on, end get through. I am de
termined lo my heart to make a good finish 
of ii the Lord being my helper, end leave 
for the Stonehouse Particular Baptists a 
good end useful ehnpel for ell time. \Ve 
went to open it at Midsummer free of debt, 
save £100 we still hope to get interest free, 
payable by instalments in ten years; alto
gether we wont about £300. We hove 
received nearly heir in three months-more 
then £10 a week on the overage; it is just 
wonderful, and our faith is not exhausted. 
Who will help us? We ore a little one, and 
there ere greeter one@. In their need I have 
cheerfully helped some of them with my poor 
hest in preochini,r the Word. The lord may 
put it into their hearts to show a little sym
pathy towards on old friend. If not, I will 
stUI trust Him, who bas never yet failed me 
in the dorke•t seasons. and be thankful for 
the sympathy end help I get,-Yours in 
Him, WM. TROTMAN, Stonehouse, Devon, 
Peb. 5. r It is like raisin 11: the deed to bring 
up the old Stonehouse Baptist Chapel in a 
new and remodelled condition. We call upon 
all who do not wish the New Testomeo t 
Baptist Churches to die out to enable as- to 
send Mr. Trotman another cbrque. The 
work must be done. We hove known tbi.i 
cause for many years.-C, W. B.] 

CHATTERIS.-ZioN,-Ooce again hQve 
we to record the kiodne!'B of the Lord toward 
our Sabbath-school, As years roll on, a 
goodly number of us are still spared to meet 
wilb our children end present them with 
their yearly rewords. On Wednesday, Jan. 
20, was our annual gathering for this 
purpose. Mr. P. Reynolds, of London, in 
the afternoon preached an excellent sermon 
on the kindness and power of Ood; after 
~bich the children received prizes in books, 
mcludiog Bibles and hymn-books, to the 
amount of over £10. The friends, in
cluding teachers, to the number of about 
3.50, portook of an excellent tea; after which 
a public meeting wM held, when our com
~odious chapel was well filled with on atten
tive audience. The superintendent, .Mr. 
Tiggs, took the chair. Addm,ses were 

,iiven by our hrethren,W. Smith, J.C. Smith, 
P. Revnolds, end A. B. RAIi, pe•tor, from 
the following suhjects:-(1) God'• Word, 
ii• power and influeo('e; (2) Ood's Word 
commended to be taught to our children; 
(3) God'• Word, its odveoteif:e• to young 
men end \\'omen ; ( 4) Ood • Word, the 
honour aod/rivilege of those who search in 
sincerity an truth, We enjoyed another of 
Zion's high days, and were constrained to 
thank Ood OBd take couro'1,'e, We ere 
looking out for the Lord to increase the 
Church with His increase, for we feel per
suaded that there ere those of our number 
who should be in the Church. Our pastor is 
much helped in preaching, and we ere 
thankful that from year to year he is enabled 
to declare to us the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. 

'' My soul shall pray for Zion still, 
While life or breath remains; 

There my best friends and kindred dwell, 
There God my Saviour reigne." 

"A LITTLB ONB IN ZION." 

KILB UR N.-BELOVED BROTHB:a 
HANKB,-1 just send you a brief outline of 
meeting at Ebenezer Chapel, Kilburn Vale, 
on Tuesday, Feb. 16, being the tirst anniver
sary of the Ebenezer Dorcas and Di.qtrict 
Visiting Society. Brother Shepherd preached 
a good solid Go,pel sermon, soul comforting 
and God glorifying, from those blessed word•, 
" Por the Lord deligbtetb in thee" (Isaiah 
)xii. 4). The sermon Willi listened to with 
deep interest, and many appeared to sit under 
the shadow of the cro,G with great deliiibt 
and found His (Christ's) fruit sweet unto 
their tBSte. Evening meeting, brother J. 
Harris in the chair, brother Pocock addressed 
the mercy-seat, and took us up away from 
ell created good for a little season. After 
reeding James ii. and a few introductory 
remarks from the chairman, brother fquirrel 
spoke from " For me to live is Christ and to 
die is gain ; " the Christian lives in Christ, 
lives on Christ, lives by Christ, and then 
gains everything by dyio11:; it was a soul
refreshing address. Brother Seers gave 
goodly word from the words, "The rich and 
poor meet together" in life circumstantially, 
for one event happens to hotb; they meet at 
death, in the grave, and finally at the judg
ment, then the solemn separation, and that 
for ever. Brother Norton (Leytonstone) 
spoke from "Looking unto Jesus, the Author 
end Finisher of our faith." Looking, I.he 
seeing eye and the bearing ear ere both from 
the Lord. His aim was to lead the people 
away from everything but a crucified 
tiaviour. Brother Shepherd gave a few con
gratulatory remarks ; brothers Wilson and 
Wileman gave comforting end encouraging 
words. Thus closeJ one of the most inter
esting meetings ever held inEbenezerCbopel. 
The friends separated after singing the old 
well-known hymn, " Saviour, breathe an 
evening blessing.'' The report reed will 
appear in our next.-Yours sincerely, E. 
BBAZLBY, 
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FOOTSTEPS OF MY GOD. 
BY JOHN B01,TON. 

(Continvtd from page 83.) 

CHAPTER Ill. 
TBB BIRTH OP TIIIB. 

AND DOW beholc!, the birth of time 
Procl•im• the power in &OD!fll eubllme, 

Of the cre•tlo11; Lord ; 
" Let there be heavens, end eertb, end IIJ,bt 
And sun end moon, 10d day end night, ' 

Thus speke the eternal Word. 
A od, lo ! whet multitudes appear : 
The heavens, the earth, the see, the air, 

Sing His creeling power. 
All eyes ere looking up to Him, 

The insect and the cherubim, 
Jehovah 's name adore. 

He epeaks the word, and all is done, 
The high, the holy, l(l'f!at Three-One, 

Now joys His works to see ; 
The new-created sons of God, 
All sound their Maker'• praise abroad, 

They bleas the sacred Three. 
The rieio11; lark, too, soars away, 
Salutes the sunbeams of the day, 

With songs of grateful praille; 
Whilst all the tenants of the bough 
Conspire to praise their Maker too 

In morn and evening lays. 
..All nature's pure, without a flaw, 
All things obey their Maker'• law, 

Rejoice to do His will. 
The North, the South, the East, the West, 
A.II teem with His created guest, 

His spacious board to fill. 
The earth brings forth at His commend, 
The benvens are garnished by His band, 

His breath perfumes the air. 
His voice is heard in e1•ery clime, 
All nature's lofry themes sublime, 

Proclaim His presence there. 
But where, ah! where, most holy God, 
Where i• the place of Thine abode? 

\'I' ho can the tru tb reveal ? 
Thou lookest from Thy mercy-seat, 
Thy works are stretch 'd beneath Thy feet, 

Contained as in a vale. 
The thought's too wonderful for man, 
Who can Thy power and wiodom 8CIUl, 

Or understBDd Thy ways ! 
I ncomprebensible nrt Thou, 
Before Thee I submissive bow, 

Adore Thee for Tb y grace. 

CHAPTER IV. 
FORMATION OP MAN. 

What power and wi;dom's here di~play'd ! 
"Let us make man," Jehovah said-

•• A mnn to till tile ground." 
He •pake the word, and man was made 
Of earth and sens bolh lord and bead, 

Unto their utmost bound. 
He breatLl"C in Him tl,e brPatb of life. 
Thus ruan He made, yea, man and wife, 

A od saw His image there. 
With tuem He l,eld cowm,unjon sweet, 
R,jniced to see Bis work complete, 

And blw.'d the bapPf pair. 

Adam survevs the llvio!l' mess 
Jehovah makes before him pll!ls, 

Gives eech Its proper name. 
The Holy Ghost within him spake, 
What name He gives, that name they lake 

And answer to the seme. ' 
But In this noble Lord of earth 
Is shown one of fir nobler birth, 

With uncreated power; 
One whom all nations mu1t obey, 
Who wlll His soverel!l'n sceptre sway 

The vast creation o'er. 
Nor must we pass the lovely Bride, 
Here standlol{ near her Husband's side, 

Supported by His arm. 
With whom she holds communion sweet 
Behold! what pure affections meet; ' 

No fears their sou ls alarm. 
A od In this new created pair 
Is shown e union strange and rare, 

Which nothlog can divide. 
A love R8 boundless as the sea 
Eternnl, ooverei,rn, rich, and free, 

In Jesus to His bride. 
(To be continued.) 

SOHO. -The 44th anniversary of the 
Sunday-school WR8 held in Albert Rooms 
Whitfield-street, on Wednesday, February 
17. From the report read by the secretary 
(.Mr. Flegg) we find that the school bas much 
increased in number and in its uselulness 
also since their removal from Soho chapel. 
Mr. Freemen, the treasurer, read the finan
cial statement, which showed a revenue of 
£JJ7, leavinp; a balance in hand. Mr. Box 
presided, and the meeting was •ubsequently 
addressed by MeS!tro. ~quirrell, Wakelio, end 
Burrows (of Camden High School). The 
young people &Bog some select pieces. Mr. 
Box is surrounde~ with R large number of 
young men and women, who put forth their 
energy and talents for the benefit of the 
rising race, end spreading the gootl. news of 
s!llvation in the neighbourhood around the 
cbapel.-J. W. B. 

LEICESTER. - "In my journies all 
around, I find' the New Theology 'is getting 
the ear of the people. Leicester is no excep
tion. Mr- Hazlerigg and Mr. Carr hold on 
steady, but Mr. W. Webb is resigning at 
Providence. He bas had much anxiety. 
Some old man says, 'Ah, my father and 
mother would sit for two hours and drink in 
Thomas Hardy's discourses, until whether in 
the body or oat they could not tell. I &0me
tjmes wanted my dinner, still I thought there 
never was such a man in all the world like 
Thomas Hardy." [We preached in bis 

·pulpit.] 'The Watchman on the Walls' 
too, i,i well rem em berPd by some. I saw you 
and Thoma• Bradbury at bis funeral, Ob, 
C. W. Bllnks, I 11ek, 'I• religion changed! 
HBB the Lord altered His mind 1 ' I am so 
afflicted io the new, the many-sided the 
every man's rell80nable religion." [God 
changetb not. But the last days ere come, 
or are coming. In life, in death, In eterual 
glory, mav we with Christ be found. Ameu, 
-C. W.B.] 
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THE GOSPEL WEIGHING MACHINE. 
We do not k uow the friend who " !!'08~ 

about" BuJl'olk, hearing the many "truth 
ond trashy pulpit presldenle" In that dis
llngulehed county. He I.a a shy man," a 
/earlnl!' believer," but lie '· reads his Bible," 
and he knowelb "what the Lord ealth." He 
eomea to ue with a cbar11e, 11 Be sober, sir ! " 
And charge aJI your mlnleterlng brethren to 
be sOIIER, There ls one Mr, Northfield. 
I eat under hie preaching once, and be wa.~ 
deeply, profoundly eolemni_eacred, end He 
did obey the Injunction," .tie that heth My 
Word (Christ is God'~ word, Inspired truth 
Is God's word, anecdotes and old wlve•' fables 
are not God'e word; but a divine authority 
says "He that bath My word) let him 
,peak My word faltbfuJiy, for what ia the 
chaff to the wheat 1" 11 I always corriee my 
scales with me. When I came out from 
hearin11; Mr. Northfield I had but little, if 
any chaft' to fling away. I said, Nature 
and' grace bath well, with life and love con
joined, a.nd faith combined to make a sacred 
man.'' 

I have thought some men in their pulpit 
proclaimings are more concerned to take 
eere of what they call "the truth," than to 
be God's mouth to lend sinners eavingly to 
Christ. Think of this, you aged man. I 
sat down just now inside of Ipswich Zoar, 
and heard Mr. Cozens deliver an alarming 
sermon on II What is the chaff," &c. Ask 
him to send it to you. Bnt you cannot have 
men without having some chaff, 

A noble mother in Israel, wha bas passed 
her 85, writes as follows:-" On reading the 
-first piece of you re in E. V. I was struck 
with a remark Mr. Philpot made. It re
minded me of what a minister said to me 
when the VBSSBL ca1De out. One Sunday he 
had Ileen preaching in the lilt le chapel; he 
-0ame into my room to find the VESSBL lying 
on the table. He said, 'Mrs, Harris, do you 
~ead this?' I said, 'Yes.' 'Then you will 
never be good for anything if you read that 
book.' I replied,' J never was good for any
thing, so it will do me no harm.' I have 
read it monthly ever since, and ·have founrl 
many sweet morsels to my poor eoul, even to 
this month's contents. Look at B. Taylor, 
what he says, and others, cheering to the 
soul." 

TEWKESBURY,-On Monday, Feh.15, 
recognition services were held In the Baptist 
chapel, 'l'ewkeehury, :in recognition of the 
settlement of Mr. Arthur Graham as pastor. 
The Baptist Church at 'l'ewkesllury is a very 
old one, its records goln11; hack over 250 
years, and from which all the Jlaptist 
Churches at Cheltenham sprung. Durinl!' 
the 250 years, from the time of Cromwell 
until now, the wide gulf has heen breached 
o,•er by ten paetol'S only, T. Wilkinson, who 
precedell Mr. Graham, having resigned 
owinl!' to ill-health, held the pastorate for 
over 33 years. The afternoon service was 
presided over by J, Dloomfleld. Mr. Spurrier, 
the senior deacon, gave a statement showing 
what led up to the Invitation being given to 

Mr. Graham. Jn reply Mr. Graham relBted 
the circumstances of hi! call to Chri•t, r.he 
ministry, and to the Church. W, ,J. Smith 
offered the ordination prayer. J. S. Ander
•on (London) delivered the charge to the 
p•otor, basing his remarks upon 2 Tim, ii. J,5, 
H. Wilkins (Chel1enhem) delivered an in
lereeling and practical r.harge to the Church. 
In the evening Mr. Bloomflelrl og-ain pre
sided and delivered a very able arfdl'e88, 
llpeeche• were also given by T ,T, Longhuriil, 
Davie.q, Johnstone, Bishop, and :.\fr. J. H. 
Knight (secretary). There were large 
attendance• at all the service,, which pas@OO 
oft' succeesfully. 

BIERTON.-The Lor,I is still blessing 
Hie cause here. On Wednesday evening, 
Feb. 3, a solemn bapti•m.al •ervice was held. 
The service commenced by singing the well
known hymn, 

•· Dear Lord, and will Thy pardoning love 
Embrace a wretch so vile." 

After which A. White (North M ar•ton) read 
part of John xiv. and engaged in praver. 
Mr. H. J. Lester (Aylesbury) gave· an 
address full of tLougut from the words, 
"Whatsoever He saitb 11nto you, do it; after 
which he haptized two sisters, who had 
evidence of the work of grace, and on the 
following Sunday they, with one more from 
another Church, were received into Church· 
fellowship by Mr. J. Smith (Aylesbury). 
This addition is very encour&J!'ing, and we 
still pray that God will bless His Word to 
the ingatherinl!' of precious souls here-so 
that it may be said when the Lord shall count, 
when He writetb up the people, that this 
man was horn there. We would still rely 
on His gracious promise, "The Lord God 
which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saitb. 
Yet will I gather others to Him beside 
those who are gathereu anto Him. The 
Lord bath done !!Teat things for us here 
whereof we are glad. Not auto us, 0 Lord, 
not unto us, but unto Thy name give 
glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's 
sake.''-A. W. 

LE~SNESS HEATH.-Our New Year's 
services were held yesterday, Feb. 16; Mr. 
Shaw, of Gravesend, preached in the after
liOOn from "Yea, He loved the people," &c. 
At 5 p.m. a goodly number sat down to tea ; 
at 6 o'clock a public meeting was held. In 
consequence of Mr. Johnsou's (Gravesend) 
absence through indisposition, Mr. Shaw took 
the chair, who, taking a retrospective view of 
the Lord's gracious dealings in providence as 
well as grace, hoped ii might produce the 
spiri I of praise and firm reliance on t be 
faithfulness of God, whatever events may 
transpire to a.ft'ect us during the pre.en t year. 
Brethren Mountford and Player gave suit
e.hie addresses. Brother Cowdry was unavoid
ably absent. This has been e. favoured cause 
in years past, we therefore look for many 
more such cheering meetin{(s, so that a 
revenue of praise may redound to Israel's 
covenant God. 



100 THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 

PLY MOUTH .-Special !!e!'Vlces were held 
et Trinity, York-street, on Lord's-day, Jan. 
24, 1886, pastor P. Green preechPr. On the 
fut !owing W ednei:dny, J enu ery !!7, a tee and 
publlc meeting was held, ebout 180 •at down 
to tea; and B large gathering listened to 
addreswes from brethren Trotman, Bacon, 
PBlaer, Ackland, Btid F. Green. Collections, 
throu11:h generous friend•, amounted to 
£10 14s., pert of which wes presented to 
pastor, for which he wes sincerely grateful; 
and eltbou~h lie does not see that prosperity 
that he hoped for, yet be desires to bow to 
Heaven'• di,pei,•atlon, and watch i""uea. He 
hes kind brethren in office, end sincere, 
generous friends surrounding him. He 
wishes Christian love to ell old friends in 
London. and to all his ministerial brethren 
much pro,perity.-F. GRBBN. 

CLERKE~WELL.-Fonrtecntb annlveroary 
of Chadwell-street Sunday-sohool was held on 
Tuesday. Februa1 y 16, 1886. Tbe chair wa.e 
tak•n by Mr. Hozelton, the pastor. The meeting 
commenct'd bv ,dnging; and Mr. Hazelton, after 
reading a portion of Scripture. ea.lied upon Mr. 
W. Millbourn to offer prayer. Tbe pastor then 
S&id a few v;ords on tbe commencement and 
progress of the school, and called upon the 
secret&rr-, Mr. Gee, 10 rf'ad the report, which 
showed~ & Rteady progres.... &nd that unto::i 
existed tetween both lrsch,ra and scbolare. 
Two pleaRing circum~t&ncee during the ye&r 
being a pre■entation to two of the tE'&Cbt:rs (Mr. 
Cole and Miss Lawrence) by their claases. Mr. 
Hodge11. the tt"{o.surer, read the financial report. 
The chairman ea.lied npon Mr. A. J. Pardoe to 
move the e.doptlon of the report, a.nd to &ddrees 
tbe meeting on the benefits of Snndav-school 
instruction, in relation to tbe children, from 
Prov. xix. 2. Mr. E. Ireson seconded It, and 
ga.te e.n &ddreE-s on the same aubjeet. in relation 
to the times in which we live, from Eph. v. 16. 
Mr. T. W. NWlD, of Kilburn, continued tbe •nb
Ject, in relation to the homes of the children, 
from I Kings xiv. 15, dwelling principally on 
"good th.iDgs." Mr. P. Reynolds followed in 
the same strain in relation to the enrichment or 
tbe teacher'• mind (Prov. xi. 25), and Mr. W. 
Waite spoke of Sunday-school benefits_ In rela
tion to future generations (Joshua 1v. 6, 7). 
The meeting cone! nded by Mr. Hazelton pro
nouncing the Benediction. Dnring the evening 
the children and frJende sang appropriate 
hymns.-.A.. P. 

M.AIDSTONE.-Annivereary Eervicee In con
nection with the Snu'.o.y-echool at Provi~P.nce 
chapel Mo• e- road were held on Eunday, Feb. 
14. when Mr. G. 'w. ThomaP, of Boro'-green, 
preached two sermons ; in the morning from 
John :u:i. H, .. Feed My lam be," and in tbe 
el'ening from John :xi:x. 28, '' I thirst,'' and g&ve 
an address in tbe afternoon. The etrvicee were 
highly appreciated. On Wednesday, Feb. 17, 
we had our annual tee.-meetlag, and were 
f&voured witb a large company of friends. A 
pnblic meeting w .. held, wben we bad a full 
bonse. Mr. G. W. Thomas in the chair. Prayer 
was offered by Mr. Chambers, of Loose, and 
rn1la.ble rema, ks were made by tbe chairman 
a.r, d Mr. Betcher. Tbe secretary's report waa 
then read by Mr. Pottor, which sbowed an In
crease of fifteen scbo]are in the year, a.nd a 
bal&nce in hand of £4 4s. to begin the present 
year. Mr. Walter, lbe superinl.endenl, •poke 
respecting the attendance of sch<,lars and_ the 
general working of the school, .,p, c1ally 
thnking the teachers for standing by him 
during a pro I racted lllne,e. Several of lbe 
t.cbolars then g&Te rccito.t1onf. Prize, were 

tben dlatrlbnted tn e&oh ecbol&rl,aecordlng to 
merit, arter which the cbo.trman ad lbe plea. 
anro of pl'l'■entlng the Rupcrtntendent with a 
valua.ble Davenport. 111b,c1 lbed by 1 he scholar,, 
tea.cher9, And committee, aa a memorial ot God'~ 
goodne•• tn reato1 Ing him to health, to once 
more l&bou~ In their niid•t. A allv<r plate 
affixed heal"' the following lnacrtpllon, "Pre
sented to Mr. H. J. Waller. by the commlttee 
toacber8 and scholArB of Provldenoo Sunda.y~ 
school, Mahlstcne, February 17, 1888," Mr 
Walter bri, ny returned thanks !or the un: 
bounded kindness shown to him, A Tote ol 
tha.nke was proposed hy Mr. Wagon, ,econdod 
by ll:r. Chambers, !or the very a.ble, pleaeloir 
and tnl ereetlng manner In whlrh Mr. Thomao 
had occupied lho chair. Tbe chairman, who 
was very warmly received, ei:pre■sed in kindly 
term, lhc plea.sure tt bad gi,en blm to proeide 
at the meeting. The Benediction being pro
nounced, a Tery happy and enjoyable meeting 
wae brought to a clo!ie. 

1l11rri11ge. 
On December 28, IBM, at the Martyr's Memo

rial Baptist Chnrcb, Beccles, by Pastor L. H, 
Colle, .A., E. Mount (Superintendent ol Sonday 
Sebool, and Deacon of above Church) to Marian 
King, of Earlha.m Road, Norwich. 

@ur irombstoms. 
Tbat real friend to the poor, Miss Brett, of 

H&mpton, baa gone lo join tbe large company. 
Many will knuw it to tbelr sorrow. 

On January 4, 1886, at Slalybrld!!•, aged 76, 
Mary Flint, widow of the late Mr. Caleb Flint. 
Also, on F,bru&ry 1, 1886, aged 74, Robert 
Robinson, of .A.obton-under-Lyne. Both were 
membere of tbe Strict Bapti,tcha.pel,a.tAehton, 
nnder-Lyno. Tbey were very constant "In tbeir 
attendance on the mea.ns of gre.ce, wbtn health 
and stren(!th permllled. Both died in peace, 
resting wholly on the merits ~nd finished work 
of the Lord Jesus Cbrlot."-E. 0. 

.A.I tbe long age ol 101, Mr. William Freeman, 
ol Newbury, left tbie world early In February 
(last month). We may give particulera. 

Onr friend, Mr. Tbos. Stringer, has Just lost hie 
oldest broth<r, aged 87, with a gc,od bope; and 
M;·. William Clarke. one of the many called at 
Cro1by-row, bas Jnsl left ue in much peace. So, 
at all ages men e.re called homt, we hope, to a 
lo.ad more hea.ltby and perfectly happy, because 
essentially holy. 

It Is wi1h feelings of deep regret we have to 
record the death of Mr. Charles Panter, of 
Golder'e.gTefn, Hendon. He was formerly a 
member of Birch-meadow chapel, Broeeley. In 
tbe providence of God he was remQved to 
Golder'• green. Being a loTer of a free-grace 
Gospel, soon found a bome at Ebenezer chapel, 
New••nd, Hampstead; wae an honourable 
member of tha.t Church for 29 yea,•· He 1<aa a 
wise and oeefnl deacon for tbe last 18 years. 
Hie kindneos, counsel, and liberality will be 
greatly missed. It might truly be said of him, 
a. "brother beloved" by the Chnrch and congre
gation; allo by a.II tbe miniete1ial brethren. A 
great loss bas been rnstaloed In bis removal. 
He was of a kind and Joying disposition, ever 
seeking the p<·aceaud proaperity of Zion, Often 
hue we beard him speak with deep emotion ol 
dear Ebenezer. His labours now are over, 
bavlo11 received a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. He was taking part In famtly worship 
on Lord's-day evening, February 7, when he fell 
from hie cba.,r and eipired. He was In I erred at 
Marylebone Cemetery on February 15, 1886, by 
Mr. William Archer. 

We bne lost our oldeet membir, Mi•• Fanny 
Gay, who has died at tbe age of 97, and was 
baptized by Dr. Rippon in 1807. Sbe died In 
the alms-rooms which Mr. Spurgeon endowed. 



i Q»rnnb J]rnpgetic lainting. 
BY ONE OF THE OLD MASTERS. 

(SECOND LEAF.) 

LET all the nation hear this; get the Queen to read it. Proclaim it 
in the Houses of Parliament. Ask the Prime Minister to stop 

one moment and weigh the following lines. Print them in large letters; 
post them on the gates and ~oorways of your churches, chapels, mission 
halls, and anti-Christian assemblies. Sleepy Protestants, awake! leave 
off dreaming. Be up, every man and women of yoa,11nd witness for 
Christ and His honour in these words:-

" To God, thy Countrie, and thy friend be true, 
If Pi·iest and People change, keep thou thy ground. 

Who sells religion is a .Judas Jew, 
And oaths, once broke, the soul cannot be found. 

The perjurer's a devil let loose: what can 
Tie up his hancls, that dares mock God ancl man ? " 

Think not, sirs, that we fear that God's religion can ever be sold, or 
fail, or be altered, or lost. No! No!! No!!! It was secured ere the 
waves and. winds of time had any being by " a covenant ordered in all 
things and sure." It is walled around by the powers and promises of 
an Almighty God. Its requirements and essential conditions were all 
met in due time by the holy and perfect life, by the substitutionary and 
sacrificial death of the ever-adorable God-man, the El-Geber, our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. The working out of every item is in the 
hands of the Eternal Spirit on the earth, and in the all-powerful 
advocacy of the glorified great High Priest of our profession in the 
heavens above. "The foundation of. God standeth sure, having this 
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His;" and they are all so dear to 
Him that "Not one of the ransomed shall ever be lost." Nevertheless 
it is " through much tribulation the Church must enter the kingdom." 
There are many adversaries, many persecutors, many false witnesses, 
many mysterious circumstances, which would destroy the union existing 
between Christ and His people, if it were possible. The Church has 
gone through FIRE-the blazing fire of persecution; she has now to go 
through WATER-the waters of deception, of tribulation, of heresies, of 
fa)se systems, of divillions in Churches, of casting down some of the 
samts, and of the determinations of the great Antichrist to regain a 
universal dominion over the whole world, and "to wear out the saints," 
as Daniel speaketh. Through these deep and dreadful waters the 
Church has yet to wade; she is deeper in them now than she is fully 
aware of; but ultimately she must 

COME OUT INTO THE WEALTHY PLACE. 

She is not there yet! Does not the sad experience of the Christian tell 
him every day that he must take unto himself the whole armour of God 
that he may be able to stand 

VoL, XLII,;:_ APRIL, 1886. H 
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IN THIS EVIL DAY? 

My eonl feelingly, fervently sighs ont, "Grant, Lord, we may be of 
them, for whom Panl speaketb, 'We are not of them who draw back 
unto perdition, but of them 

'' 'WHO BELIEVE UNTO THE SAVING OF TB.E SOUL.'" 

As in the night watches I have looked upon the inspired word
painting, or the description which Isaiah gives us (chap. vi.) of what he 
saw and experienced, the whole appeared unto me in a three-fold 
character. 

The first is a divine revelation; 
The second an essential qualification; 
The third a pro_phetic foreview of Christ's ultimate victory, of Hie 

perfect glory with all Hie glorified family I 
Oh! sirs, who that has had the smallest sip of the love of God? 

Who that has had but a glance of Christ's person? Who that has 
enjoyed, !lut for one moment, a taste of the holiness of the blessed 
Spirit, but must anticipate, at times, the fnlnees of grace that '' is to 
be brought unto ns at the appearing (or revelation) of JEstrs CHRIST!" 
Let ns now sing:-

" 'In Christ '-oh, wondrous ,vords of deepest meaning 
Grasped not in fulness by our faith so dim I 

'In Christ '-the standing this of each believer 
Complete, accepted, perfected in Him. 

'In Christ '-so in His deatli, we, too, have shared 
All that we were, for ever done away: 

• In Christ' -so in His rising, we have risen, 
Partakers of His glorious life for aye. 

' In Christ '-for us there's now no condemnation, 
Hath He, who judgeth, aught of this to fear? 

'In Christ '-our righteousness how full and perfect ! 
Our title to all blessedness how clear I 

' In Christ '-oh, joy, made one with Him, for ever, 
Seated in glory with Him, on His throne I 

' In Christ '-oh, wondrous way onr God bath taken 
To make us-aliens, strangers-all His own ! 

Come down, for a moment. Art thou, my reader, a poor snft'ering 
saint? With me you say, 

Old Adam ii.nds it bard to die: 
But. soon I know he'll surely lie 

Deep in his mother dust. 

Oh! in moments of lonely reflection, how nearly like the following 
lines my sighs have said:-

'' Father, I scarcely dare to pray, 
So clear I see, now it is done, 

That I have wasted half my day, 
And left my work but just begun; 

So clear I see tbr,.t things I thought 
Were right or harmless, were a. sin; 

So clear I see that I ha. ve sought, 
Unconscious, selfish aims to win; 

So clear I see that I have hurt [ save, 
The souls I might have helped to 

That I have slothful been, inert, 
Deaf to the ea.Us Thy leaders gave. 

In outskirts of Thy kingdom vast, 
l<'atber, the humblest spot give me; 

Set me the Jowliest task Thou bast, 
Let me, repentant, work for Thee I " 

Let us aim to rise higher; and consider the Revelation given to 
Isaiah, as recorded ia the sixth chapter of his book. A lady, one Sun-
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dBY ~vening, on leaving 0111· chapel, said to a friend at the door, 
referrmg to my sermon, "He _qoea too far back for me.'' The Scriptaree 
carry ns back to the beginning of all things; and to ancient settlements 
before the things of time had any being! Christ, Himself, both in the 
Old Testament and in His personal ministry when on earth, carries ns 
back to what mBy be termed His antecedents. All the Apostles were 
favoured to look to "the beginninq, when the Word was with God; 
when the Word was God"; and when it is declared" all thinas were 
me.de by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was 
made.'' 

Theologians, commentators. and large critical reader!!, may smile at 
what they think is my we.e.kness. That I mnst leave; only adding 
here that while musing over the original glory of Christ, it appeared to 
me as though Par.I took me into ~ 

THE HOLY GOSPET, LAND, 

Over which, at the entrance of it, I saw, in letters of the purest gold, 
the words, 

"HIS FOUNDATION IS IN THE HOLY MOUNTAINS!" 

"Now, the holy mountains are these," saith Paul: "First, there are 
the Lhree original mountains, which are so interwoven at the invisible 
roots that they never c~n be separated; they form one foundation, which 
is God's foundation, and in which His people were His people before 
time began; they are His people in all the conflicting circumstances of 
time; and they will be His people when the things of time have passed 
away for ever.'' 

On the first of these mountains is engraven the original outcome of 
divine grace," Whom He did foreknow.'' God's foreknowledge of His 
people, of all Ilia people, of each, and of ereryone of His people, is to 
us an incomprehensible mystery. Yet, consider, although these moun
tains are heavenly, imperishable granite; although they are rocks of 
the whitest, purest, incorruptible ivory; yet, there are streams of honey 
to comfort all whom God has foreknown from all eternity. 

These are not dry mountains, not dark, desolate mountains. No! 
Many times in the prophetic writings, the Lord, speaking of His 
people, finishes by declaring:-" And THEY SHALL KNOW that I am the 
Lord.'

0 

Oh! when I thought of God's foreknowledge of His people, 
and that He will only recognise the foreknown ones, my afflicted soul, 
with all the secret power she has, cried out: '' Oh, blessed Lord Jesus 
Christ, I do pray Thee, never let me hear that most awful sentence,-

" 'Depart from Me ! I never knew thee.' " 
This fear, this prayer, led me to remember that God's foreknowledge of 
His people is NOT a secret shut up in His own breast. The Lord 
makes Himself known to His people in many ways; and they that 
watch His hand, those happy souls who can listen to the silent whispers 
of His SPIRIT, and who can see the opening of His hand in providence, 
they will unite with that richly favoured John--against whom not one 
word is recorded of an ill savour-those who can add their Amen to 
our precious Redeemer's testimony:-

" I know My sheep, and am known of Mine"-
will stand up and exclaim: "We know that the Son of God is come, 
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and that He bath given us an understanding TO KNOW HIM THAT 1s 
TRUE; and we are in Him that is true, even in His Son JEBUB CHRIST," 
This knowledge of Him BB the TRUE Gou is eternal life. 

I bad been very miserable in my feelings for days and nights 
euffering from bronchitis, and having nothing coming into my sonl. i 
cannot live cheerfully upon past experience, nor upon what anyone may 
write; so, when I came seriously to reflect upon the first mountain of 
foreknowledge, when I saw that the Lord made Himself known unto 
them whom He had known from all eternity, I began to look about, to 
consider where, when, in what manner, the Lord h11d evet· made Himself 
known to me. Solemn moments. After awhile, as though some one 
said,'' Was you not fast asleep, and blind, and dead in your soul fifty
eight years ago, when a voice within you said, 'Awake, thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 

"' CH!l.IST SHALL GIVE THEE LIOHT;'" 

did you not spring out of bed, did you not fall on your knees, as at the 
feet of the Saviour; and all you could say, was, "Lord! fulfil this 
promise in me-CHRIST shall give thee light"? Did yon not walk out 
that morning, and on the Dane John-terrace did you not cry out, 
"Lord, if this word came from Thee, do speak to me age.in"? Did not 
the word come into your heart, '' Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God"? Did you not there and then cry out, "Then 
I am born of God, for I do believe Jesus Christ is the true Messiah"? 
Lost in astonishment, did you not walk on, until you entered Watling
street Chapel; and did not a gentleman, whom you never saw before 
nor since, preach into your soul with such power 11s turned yon into a 
fountain of tears-'' Being confident of this very one thing, that He 
which hath began a good work in you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ"? I silently bowed to this interrogation. From that 
time to this moment a merciful Hand bath upheld and supplied me. 

One case among many which occurred during my ministry at 
Crosby-row I must mention. We always had many coming before the 
Church then; I have baptized over twenty at a time. At one Church 
meeting one honest, common-sense, middle-aged woman came to give 
in her experience; it was singular in every part of it. She commenced 
by saying: "I had been in great trouble about my soul for some time. 
I took in a young woman to keep because she was poor, helpless, and 
quite unable to do for herself. She was much concerned about me, and 
tried much to comfort me; but only the Lord Himself could satisfy my 
poor soul of its safety. One morning she said, 'I have had a dream, 
and in it someone said to rue, "If Mrs. Salt would go and hear Mr. 
Baaks she would get deliverance."' She had never heard of Mr. Banks 
in all her life; nor bad I; so, being only a dream, I took no heed of it. 
Some mornings, soon after, she was very earnest I should enquire if 
there was a Mr. Banks, a preacher; for she had the same dream again." 

Now, I knew nothing of Mrs. Salt, nor had she ever heard of my 
name. But, by much inquiry, she found out where I was to be heard. 
She came to Crosby-row on a Sunday morning; whether the preacher 
was Mr. Banks she could not tell. My subject was '' 'l'he Golden 
Candlestick and its Golden Pipes, the Vital Union between Christ and 
His Church." The Lord, she declared, did set her soul at liberty. 
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Someone asked her how she could sit under such ministers as were at 
Long-lane Wesleyan Chapel? Her answer was qunint, hnt very sincere. 
She said: 11 I wae bronght up there; I knew no other people. But I 
ent with my beck to the ministers for vears, and did not believe one 
word they said." She became a most d~cided and honourable member, 
and Jived and died in the faith. 

I can proceed no farther now. "The holy mountains pour out oil 
and wine to the afflicted in Zion;" so it is my desire to show. 

CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 

!l, Tinnbury-road, South Hackney, March, 1886. 

W AT C H A ND P RAY. ~ 

WE have ever a tendency to think less of the unseen than the 
visible, and this in conjunction with our sinfal propensities, 

makes us very liable to forget the unseen forms of temptation 
with which we are snrronnded, hence the need of exhortation to watch
fulness and prayer. 

In these days of keen competition we seem scarcely to have time 
to stay and think, yet the need is as great as ever, for Satan himself 
has quickened hie pace, to keep np with the times, in a perfect bustle, 
preparing hie '' modernised " plans for the downfall of men of to-day. 
We may talk abont trying circumstances, but Satan knows no "depres
sion in trade"; heartily glad would we be conld we hear the unemployed 
Satan groaning, '' I've got no work to do," bat this will never be, while 
men are so willing to buy death at so dear a price. 

We speak of the "good old times!'' would not they now be ours, 
bad not the power of sin drawn the'' goodness'' tberefrom? and yet we 
cannot wonder to see prosperity absent, when all the energies of men 
are tending to make hell the most prosperous concern in the universe, 
seeming uprightness is the parent .of real prosperity. Satan being 
skilled in bis craft succeeds, his kingdom flourishes, '' turning the truth 
of God inlo a lie, and causing the creature to be worshipped more than 
the Creator," thns many be has taught to become fools by saying, 
"There is no God," whilst the mass have joined hands, captivated, to 
dance to bell's music, or have already fallen down to worship " the 
beast and bis image." And yet, all the attentions of the " enemy " are 
not lavished on those" whom he leads captive at his will," why should 
the powers of 11, prince be wasted on 11, slave? But to delude saved 
souls is hie special ambition, to drag down heaven's favourites to share 
his awful fate. 

Certainly this fact is by no means new to us, but did we realise its 
tremendous truth, would not our lives be those of intense ,rntcbfulness. 
We have admired the patience of the 11hiprnaster, as with keen eye he 
paces bis bridge: his vessel has cut those waters many times before with
out mishap, need he be so vigilant? A possibility of danger keeps 
his eye ahead. We need more than sea-captain care, for unwary 
moment places Satan on vantage ground, which is never lost by him. 
If watchfulness is simply to detect temptation when it appears in 
unmistnkable form, merely to recognize it when it, bears a sulphuric 
smell; if so, it is 11,n easy matter to watch, but, if it means a never 



106 THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 

wavering consideration of everythina in its true character, then watch
fulness becomes to us in onrselves i~deed a difficult matter. We say, 
Look out! but in what form do we anticipate the embassy of evil. We 
can scarcely tell, we are not entirely ignorant of his devices; yet who 
can detect these skilfully devised plans. 

,; For spirits, when they please. 
Can either sex assume, or both, or soft, 
And uncompounded in their essence pure, 
Not tied or manacled with joint or limb, 
Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones, 
Like cumbrous flesh; but in what shape they choose, 
Dilated or condensed, brigbt or obscure, 
Can execute their airy purposes." 

According to Milton, Satan can "squat as a toad" and appear in 
form of his fellow man, suiting his purposes by framing falsehoods, or 
winning us by words of wisdom. Often to win us to our harm, the 
instruments of darkness tell us truths, win us to honest trifles to 
betray us to deepest consequences. 

Look out! Satan will aim at your faith with his stereotype words, 
"Bath God said?" or, if defeated, will whisper: "If thou be the son 
of God." Hold tightly thy shield-thy shield of faith. He will point 
to men who are going back in the divine life, and will tell of your 
rejection at last, because by your sin you have disappointed God; yon 
fly for comfort in the never-failing work of the Holy Spirit, and then 
throw into his face, "It is written," and immediately yon will receive a 
"grant of indnlgences," permission to sin, "because ye nre not under 
the law, but under grace." Watch! converse not with Satan, enter not 
into debate, or we shall soon find ourselves believing him to have 
resigned the office of "father of lies," or making a truce according 
to his conditions. But looking out is not enough, looking in is 
quite as neeJ.fnl. Watching the outside and watching the inside 
constitutes real watchfulness. 

Eve·s excuse," The devil tempted me," did not save her from sin's 
conseq nences, nor shall we be abie to accuse Satan of all our sins. 
There is in us always a "something" which is inclined to regard 
Satan as being not quite so black as painted, and when temptation 
appears, that will give us greater ease and "do no harm." Satan finds 
in us an inclination to sin. It is good to watch for the approach of the 
enemy, but let us never forget the traitor in the camp. 

Bot looking out as well as looking in is by no means sufficient; for 
we can do neither to advantage until we look up in prayer for con
quering strength from Him who has conquered that old serpent. 

We need both instruction to detect the temptation, and power to 
resist it when discovered. We may obtain both these essentials in 
answer to our prayers. 

Looking up will help us to look out; for by a living communion 
with Christ we shall know more of His character; in knowing Him we 
shall Le able to perceive more readily the intricate forms of evil, and 
discover impurity in that we thought pure. In catching His likeness 
we shall watch with a careful je.a]ousy for the honour of our God. In 
looking up we have the syILpathy of our elder Brother, who wes 
"tempted in all points as we are,'' and this fellow-feeling of Jeans will 
stimulate us in our strivings with the tempter; but yet sympathy is 
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not all we need j it may help us to fight, but it is not the fighting power. 
Look up! for tbe outstretch of that victorious arm, by which we alone 
can win. Prey! then shall the beWe be fought, and again be won by 
the power of God in us. We may stand boldly, with our face to the 
foe, "set like a flint," with the watchfulness of Satan, but without the 
prayer-power we shell be beaten in every conflict-we are only strong 
m Him. "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of His might; put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil." 

A. L. 

"'l'HE FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH SURE." 
a There is therefore a remnant according to the election of grace." 

BY JOSEPH TAYLOR. -

HOW great a blessing is wrapped up in these words of the Spirit 
through that chosen vessel, the apostle Paul! What a comfort 

to have such an abiding and sure word to lean upon in these days of 
worldly wisdom and God-despising times. There is an election even 
now, although our modern wiseacres deny the Word, and care not for 
this testimony; yet the Scripture cannot be broken, nor the eternal 
purpose fail. Bless His name, all ye broken-hearted sons and daughters 
of the living God. There is a remnant according to the election of His 
grace, amid all the din of war, the strife of tongues, and the horrid 
blasphemy of the ungodly. They are being gathered to Him, and they 
shall come from the East and the West, and shall sit down. They shall 
rest from their labours, and their works do follow them. His blessed 
loadstone shall draw them to Himself, although they be accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter. None of them shall perish or be plucked from 
the enfoldings of His glorious grace, if it were possible they would 
deceive the very elect; but ye have an unction which teacheth all things, 
they shall be all taught of God. 0. that inward sunshine, that still 
small voice, that sweet and unspeakable force, that loving prompting of 
the heart, that gracious and pleasant constra:ning, making alive unto 
God, and dead unto sin-humbling, exalting, inspiring, strengthening, 
and cheering thy soul. 

"Oh, grace, 'tis a charming sot1nd, 
Harmonious to the ear." 

By grace, not by works; not by grace and works; not of him that 
willeth or of him that runneth; not of the will of man, nor of the will 
of the flesh, but of God, of mercy, of pure grace, of whom be will; not 
of whom I will, or of whom we will, or of whom they will, bnt whom 
He will, How thankful I am it is of grace of whom He will. I feel I 
can trust Him, but not myself or any other. He is righteous; He will 
do no wrong to any one. 0 foolish generation that despise the plain 
word of an election of grace! Bath not God made ,oid tbe wisdom of 
this world? Where are the Armenians, the disputers? He hath brought 
to nought their understandincr. He confonndeth the Babel builders, 
afid bloweth on all their o-Jory ~ He counteth their learning, their pride, 
their array, their splendobur, their magnifice1:t temples, t!1eir ?ostly ga:
ment~, candles, intonations, and large d?nat10ns, a~ a varn thrng,_a vam 
oblat10n, fleshly rubbish. How provokrng! yet will He dwell with the 
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humble and the oontrit,e, the weak, the despised, the nothings, the elec
tion of His grace. Oh, say the proud Pharisees, we would not have 
such a God. He knows that right well, but is no loser by it. Ah! 
fools, and slow of heart to perceive, they discern not that the grent 
question is for salvation, not will they have Him, but will He have 
them. 

Let us rejoioo, if the flood out of the mouth of the serpent has not 
carried us away. Abide in Me; let My words abide in yon. He that 
bath the doctrine or Christ hath both the Father and the Son. He 
qnickeneth whom He will. His own election is here quickened by 
grace, the favour He bare to them in Christ from before the foundation 
of the world. This is the Word of His grace, the Gospel of love, an 
election of whom Ile will; not of will, not of works, not of man, but of 
God. Ont of all the families of the P-arth, a great mulUtude that no 
man can number, out of all nations, kindreds, people and tongues-a 
little flock unto whom it is the Father's good pleasure to give them the 
kingdom. Many hear the Word, but these are His chosen. Many are 
the servants, bnt these are the sons and daughters predestinated unto 
the adoption, according to the fellowship given them in Christ. Thanks 
be unto God for His unspeakable gifts. My birth, my sins, my poverty, 
my doubts and fears, my enemies, circumstances, troubles, cares, dark
ness, ignorance, and death-all are overwhelmed and driven back by 
Bis electing love, and I am saved of Hie grace. I will praise Hie 
glorious name, and sing, for great is the Holy One of Israel that bath 
redeemed Me. His arm alone bath taken me out of the pit, and clothed 
and fed me for ever. The humble shall hear thereof and be glad, and 
shell say to each other, Come, and I will tell you what He has done for 
my soul. 

Thus He bath spoiled the pride of all flesh, and established the 
foundations of the heavens and the new earth in Himself to be 
inhabited for ever. Let the children of the rock sing, though the 
wisdom of man fail and leviathan lash the deep into a foam; yet shall 
His elect obtain the promised blessing, and our Emanuel present His 
Church, His bride, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, to the 
praise of His glorious grace. The Word of the Lord, the Word of power, 
the Word of the election of His grace, abideth for ever; and this is the 
Word which by the Gospel is preached unto us. 

"His Word alone unmoved slall stand, 
Performed by His Sovereign hand. 
There is to-day a remnant, still, 
The blest election of His will. 
Deny this truth, despise who may, 
God and His Christ shall win the day. 
Oh, then, believer, patient be, 
God is thy strength and Christ thy victory." 

"THE UNPARDONABLE SIN."-B~ Jos1AH. 

THE sin of the Jews was first a disbelief in Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God, sent from heaven. Hence onr Lord said to them, '' Ye 

believe in God, believe also in Me" (John xiv. 1). "Jn Me "-the 
Mediator between God and man-the" Son of God," as touching His 
Divinity; the " Bon of Man," as touching His humanity. They pre-
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ferred Jndas, the traitor, and Barabbas, the robber, to Him, who was 
" holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners." This was Lheir 
first unsaveable sin, and the second is like unto it: "Ye stiff-necked 
and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost" (Acts vii. 51 ). Thus, all those who Ii ved and died in this 
state, under the First Testament, may be said to be" twice dead," and are 
(as a nation)" plncked up by the roots." 

The Jewish remedy is wholly in the reversible will of God to be 
manifest in the fulness of time, when " the election, according to grace" 
(the Hebrew" remnant''), shall "be saved by grace" (see Rom. xi.). 
The " fnlness of the Gentiles " will be the signal time for the " God of 
the Hebrews'' to show that He bath not cast away His people" whom 
He foreknew," for" though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and 
the stock thereof die in the ground, yet through the scent of waters it 
will bad and bring forth boughs like a Lree" (Job. xiv. 9). 

From the Jews we turn to the Gentiles! "What, then, are we any 
better than they? No, in no wise." God hath inclnded all (by nature) 
'' under sin." And He who spake in times past nnto the fathers by 
the prophets, bath in these last days spoken unto as by His son. And 
the "Spirit of Truth," which is the Holy Ghost, and always bears 
witness of Christ, "speaketh '' on this wise" expressly"-" Every spirit 
(in and of man) that confesseth not that Christ is come in the flesh," 
by the indwelling of Christ in the heart, the- witness of God the Holy 
Ghost in the soul," is not of God;" the'' witness of man," 'IVithout the 
"record in the heart, which God gives of His Son, is the "spirit of 
error," which is anti-Christ, the " spirit of evil." All such pretenders, 
then, do lie against the Holy Ghost, rejecting His testimony within, of 
the Deity and humanity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

They tnay pretend to believe in the " principles of the doctrine of 
Christ (Heb. vi.), and profess to be '' enlightened," and to taste of a 
"gift" called "heavenly," as '' the good Word of God" is, and have 
thoughts of "the powers of the world to come " ( as J ndas undoubtedly 
had) ; but they have never left the " principles of the doctrine of 
Christ," as embodied in the law, and "gone on" to the perfection of 
those doctrines, as seen and found in the Person and Gospel of Christ. 

Therefore, in time of, persecution or temptation, they "fall away," 
and so" crucify to themselves" the "Son of God afresh," and pnt, Him 
to "an open shame." From the falling away of such, who have made 
" shipwreck of faith," there is no " renewal," and they find " no place 
of repentance," though they may have " sought it carefully with 
tears." They have taken part in the crucifixion, thus "denying the 
Lord that brought them '' in the '' expedient " sense that He bought 
the Jews by dying for that nation (John i. 51). 

Thus a belief in God, without being born of God, is not only a denial 
in the heart (Titns i. 16).of Christ, the Son of God, but a rejection of 
the Spirit of Christ, which is the Spirit of God, which is the record 
that God gives of His Son by the testimony of the Eternal Spirit. This, 
I apprehend, is the '' sin against the Holy Ghost." 

No one who lives to love and serve God, who walks in faith, 
humility, and the'' fear of the Lord,'' can ever commit this. And such 
an one wants "no more offering for sin." He is satisfied with that 
'' one offerina," whereby God hath perfected for ever" them that are 
sanctified: w

0
hereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us ( Heb. x. 15 ). 

Harwich. I 
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A WISE MINISTER. 
Bv T. C. 

THE wiser sort of people sometimes say of their minister that they 
do not find fault with what he says, so much as they <lo with what 

he does not say. The religion of the present day certainly has some 
-rery amusing things about it. l<'or instance, it is amusing to outsiders 
to hear ministers lecture the people for not living and acting up to their 
profession, and to hear the very same people say of their ministers that 
they do not practise what they preach. On which side most truth lies 
is not easy to decide, and need not here be inquired into; but perhaps 
both sides about balance each other, and, if so, the fad is at least 
amusing. Bnt, supposing religion to be nothing more than a matte1· of 
amusement, in which preachers are the principal performers, what can 
be more droll than to hear some of us raw and inexperienced fellows 
boasting to Lhe people that we are like Paul, "determined not to know 
anything among t,hem save Jesus Christ and Him crucified," and at the 
same time pretend to know almost everything among them but that. 
In a line with those observations, and to illustrate the justness of them, 
an amusing but instructive example of a contrary description may be 
here given. The case is given at first hand. It iii that of a minister 
of some note in his way, of whom for the present purpose, we will 
familiarly speak as Brother John. 

Brother John has long been in requisition as an anniversary 
preacher at country places, and is, therefore, by this time, a man of con
siderable experience in social life and its ways. On one particular occa
sion, for some reason best known to himself, he went to his day's labour 
in close armour, tightly buckled on at all points, as though he meant 
bm1iness and nothing else. In fact, John had come to the scene of 
action TO PREACH. Bot at the house where he was put to lodge for the 
day, the people wanted him TO TALK-to tell them about other ministers, 
and so on. But John did not care to unbuckle to do so. He had come 
to preach. That was hie business there, not to tell them all about 
ministers. 

However, either to please themselves, or to make matters agreeable 
to their guest, they persisted in asking him questions about one minister 
er another, to each of which he as persistently replied, " I don't know." 
At length, after enduring any amount of tiresome boring in that way, 
John's spirit began to rise, when he shortly told his inquisitive friends 
that he didn't know anything about people, so they need not ask him. 
How should he know about them? He didn't, and didn't want to 
know; so it was no use to ask him anything about anybody. It was 
enough for him, he said, to know his own business, and to attend to 
that. 

After the close of his day's work, when he had left for home, and 
the people were discussing hie merits as a preacher, one of the deacons 
asked the good woman, who had so teazed him with her qnestions, 
what SHE thought of him. For once she had learned something useful 
to her, both correctively and otherwise; and instead of finding fault 
with the minister for what he did NOT say, she praised him for it, and 
said, " Well, I'll tell what I think of him; for once I have seen A 
WIBE MINIMTEK. I don't think there are mnny wum ministers. At 
least, I have not seen many; but I've seen one to-day." The puzzled 
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deacon asked her what she meant by that. She replied, "Because he 
knows nothing. No matter who we qaestioned him about, nor what 
we asked him, his answer every time wa~, ' I don't know,' and that is 
why I call him a WJSE minister. Other ministers always seem to know 
11, great deal abont people; bot this man knows nothing. So, for once 
in my life, I have seen what I think is a WISE minister." 

There was sense end justness in her conclusion; for, when contrasted 
with the ridiculously incorrect and senseless prattle of those other 
ministers reflected on, Brother John's siler.,t ignorance was wisdom 
indeed. At any rate, it did not add another skeleton to those perhaps 
already in the house, of murdered ministers and dissected characters. 
Perhaps if none of us raw pulpiteers had ever preached until we had 
learned as much as would bring us up to the level of John's ignorance, 
and of what it taught' the woman, we should not have been in the 
preaching line just yet. 

Felmersham. 

THE GODHEAD OF CHRIST. 
BY J. JENNER. 

[We gladly accede to the request of a friend to insert the following valuable 
essay.) 

READER,-Seeing that we live in a day when the fundamental 
truths of the Gospel are assailed on all hands, especially the 

doctrine of the Trinity and the divinity of the Son of God, it behoves 
those that love the Gospel to do all in their power to stem the flood of 
error that is flowing like a mighty wave through the land, especially 
that hateful and God-dishonouring doctrine of the Unitarians-a 
doctrine that tends to sap the foundation of all vital religion-for conld 
they overthrow the doctrine of the Trinity, they might prove the Bible 
to be a myth or a fable, and thus destroy the foundation that God has 
laid in Zion. 

If it can be proved that Christ is not God as well as Man, then the 
Father must have prayed to Himself (Psa. ii. 8); and sent Himself 
-(Isa. xlviii. 16). Bat such expositions of the Scriptures are only 
"darkening counsel by word!! without knowledge," and leading souls 
blindfold to perdition. 

- From Genesis to Revelations the Lord J esns is spoken of as being 
<:o-equal, co-eternal, and co-essential with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost. Who beside God can claim the name or titl~ "Jehovah?" 
\vhich means past, present, and for e,•er. But this is claimed by Christ 
(Rev. i. 4, 8, 17; Isa. lx. 16), and applied to the Trinity in nnity in 
Deut. vi. 4, which proves them to be equal i!J. nature, name, and 
authority. 

"In name and nature link'd we know, 
The holy, holy, holy Three: 

To each eternal thanks we owe, 
To each eternal honours be ; 

And let the earth, with heavenly host, 
Bless Father, Son, and Holy Ghost." 

The Lord Jesus Christ is said to be the great God (Titus ii. 13), the 
mighty God (Isa. ix. 6), the God of glory (1 Cor: ii. 8); Manoa.h con
fessed He was God (Judges xiii. 22); His blood 1s the blood of God, 
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(Acts xx. 28); His righteonsness is the righteousness of God (Jer. 
xxiii. 6). Had He not been God as well as man He could not have 
redeemed His brother; for no mere man could do so (Pea. xlix. 7) And 
"cursed be the mau that trusteth in man," even let him baa good man 
if he be only man. ' 

But Jesus was God in uniou with man, and as such He raised the 
dead, gave sight to the blind, forgave sins, converted souls, fed 
thoasands. and proved Himself to be the great'' T AM," our" Lawgiver 
Jadge, King, and Saviot1r '' (Isa. xxxiii. 22). His sufferings and death 
proved His humanity, and His miracles and resurrection His divinity. 
In Him we see omnipotence and weakness, eternity and time, the 
ancient of days and infant of a day, riches and poverty, authority and 
obedience, life and death, blessing and the curse. In Hirn we have 
eternal lire, everl:ving, everlasting, and everflowing; a place of broad 
rivers and streams, where neither sin, Ratan, death, or hell can live or 
finally triumph; in this river the babe in grace may paddle and the 
strong believer swim. This glorious river is as deep as Deity, broad as 
infinity, and lasting as eternity, and all is found in Him whom the 
heavens adore, devils dread, and men despise, and the Unitarians among 
the rest: for to deny His eternal power and Godhead is to cat off the 
top of Jacob 's ladder so that it will not reach heaven. And those who 
go to God without the God-man Mediator shall be answered without a 
Mediator (Ezek. xiv. 7), and woe be to all such; for as Mr. Hart says: 

"Out of Christ almighty power 
Can do nothing but devour." 

If Christ be not God then all the. host of heaven are idolaters; for 
they all worshipped Him as the Lamb of God (Rev. v. 13, 14), and God 
the Father owned Him to be God; " To the Son He said, Thy throne, 
0 God, is for ever and ever.'' Devils owned Him to. be God: " We 
know Thee, w horn Thon art, the Holy One of God." Death owned Him 
to be God: "Laze.rns, come forth.'' Winds and waves obeyed Him as 
God: "Peace, be still; and there was a calm." And as a shepherd it was 
necessary He should be the Omnipresent God, His sheep being iil all 
parts of the world, to know them, gather them, feed them, and preserve 
them; not only so, but to bear with them in all their faults and follies. 

Thns we see that heaven, earth, and hell, diseases and. death, give 
their united testimony to the Godhead of Christ, and if these are not 
sufficient t.o convince men,'' Neither will they be persuaded though one 
rose from the dead.'' 

Reader," What think ye of Chriet?" We believe that He is" God 
by nature, man by birth, both human and divine," and, as Newton says, 

"So guilty, so helpless, am I, 
I durst not co11fide in His blood, 

Nor on His protection rely, 
unless I was sure He is God," 

His triumphs proclaimed Him to be God, and His death shows He was 
man. As Mediator He is the way, truth, and life, and blessed are all 
they that trust in Him. 

And while many 
" Cannot reconcile the plan 

How Christ is truly God, and truly man," 
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we embrace it as the glory of our religion, and say of Him that, at His 
incarnaLion, 

"Aside He laid His most divine array, 
And wrapt Hie Godhead in avail of clay; 
Who, in this garb ciid mighty love display, 
Restoring what He never took away;" 

He neither took away God's glory or man's happiness, bnt restored both. 
"This God is the God we adore;" 

and 

Clapham, 1885. 

"I'd creep beside Him like a worm, 
And see Him bleed for me." 

THE LATE MR. HENRY JACOB. 
(Continurd f,·orn page 87.) 

" Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy day so shall thy strength be.'' 

DEAR AND RESPECTED Srn,-The above Scripture bas been fulfilled 
in the experience of myself and my dear partner in life in a most 

wonderful way. I feel inclined to lay before your readers some of the 
dealings of our covenant God with us in His trying dispensations. It 
has pleased the Lord, in His Sovereign will and pleasure, to bereave ns of 
three of our dear children in three monLhs by that fearful disorder 
"scarlet fever." I should bave said, prior to that time, for some 
weeks, I bad a fearful foreboding on my mind of something about to 
happen; what it was I could not conceive; I could feel no promise 
applied to cheer me in my gloom. I was bearing that aged and faithful 
servant of God, Mr. Thomas Gunner, but did not at the time feel any
thing to raise me above my gloomy feelings; but, still, there was some
thing in his ministry that produced a steady reliance and confidence in 
my mind, that whate,er the trial might be that was to befal us, the 
Lord would snpport us under it; and, bless His dear Name, He had thus 
far, and proved Himself a God hearing and answering prayer. 

My dear wife, at the same time, had the promise at the head of this 
letter applied to her. She could not get rid of it, though she tried for 
some time, feeling some trial was at the back of it; but it still followed 
her. Well, it was soon to have its accomplishments. A dear lad, in 
,his 18th year, came home and died in 48 hours. Here was work for 
prayer, that the dear Lord would stand by us and fulfil His promise. It 
pleased the Lord to suffer the fever to go through the whole house, 
among the younger branches, and He has now seen fit to bereave us of 
two dear daughters, within two days of each other, last week; so that 
eleven have had it, and three out of them snatched away from us. 

Oh, my dear sir, what but the hand of a good and gracious God could 
have supported my dear partner and myself, and brought us through snch 
a fiery trial? I was ready to say, with dear old Jacob, "Joseph is not, 
Simeon is not, and will He take Benjamin also ? " When I received 
your kind and sympathising letter, I found it a word in due season. 
-St_ill_it set me examining myself and to cry to the ~ord t~ give me snb
m1ss1on to His will, and the hope you expre~scd 1s realised. He has 
made it a blessing to our souls and that in a peculiar manner; for we 
have not to sorrow for them as for those without hope. The youngest, 
·only eleven years of age, made a blessed end. She sang,-
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"Rock or Agee, shelter me," 
three verses of the hymn and some others, almost with her dying 
breath, and bid her brothers and sisters good bye, and said that she 
believed that she was going to Jesus. She then, with her dying lips 
c-ornmenced singing,-

And-

" Suffer little children to come unto Me, 
For I will receive them and fold them to My bosom." 

".Around the throne of God in heaven 
'Ihou~ands of children stand, 

Whose sins by Christ are all forgiven, 
A holy, happy band. 

Singing, Glory, glory, glory." 

Which she sang most beautifully. She then became exhausted, and turning
on her side, breathed her last. "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.'' 
I could not help shedding tears of grief, mingled with joy, that the Lord 
had taken the dear child to Himself. 0 my readers, bless God with us. 
Have we not cause to bless the Lord for His mercy to us in supporting 
us nnder His afflicting dispensations? I do hope the Lord in His 
infinite mercy will restore the rest of my dear family, and make it a 
blessing to their souls and to mine also. I do trnst time will prove we 
have not sat under Mr. G.'s ministry in vain. A few Sundays before my 
dear children died, he was preaching from these words, "I will bring 
the third part through the fire; I will refine them as silver is refined; 
and I will try them as gold is tried; they shall call ori My name, and I 
will hear them; I will say, It is My people; and they shall say, The Lord 
is my God." Tbe dear old man entered sweetly into the various fires 
God brought His people through, so that while bearing Him, my soul 
was lifted np for a time above my troubles, little thinking a heavier trial 
was awaiting as; but God has fulfilled His promise again; He has 
brought us through it, and enabled us to praise His name, for taking 
our dear children to Himself; bless His dear name, He gave us a spirit 
of grace and supplication at the bedside of our dying children, when we 
were both alone, no eye to see us but His; and He heard the voice of our 
supplication, that He would either be pleased to restore them to health, 
or take them to Himself, the latter of which He bath done, and brought 
us to bow in humble submission at His gracious footstool. My dear 
partner said, in the middle of the night, "The Refiner is sitting by, my 
dear." I said," Blessed be His name, He is, and He will bring us through 
to praise His name for it." And truly He was supporting ns in that hour 
of trial, and we have proved Him to be a God hearing, and a God 
answering prayer, and He bas enabled n~ to bear the rod and Him that 
bath appointed it. 0 what a conflict I had in the middle of the trial! I 
felt it hard to part with my dear children, but He broughme down ont 
my knees, to say with heartfelt sincerity before Him, "Have we not 
received good at the hands of the Lord, and shall we not receive evil? 
The Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken away. Blessed be the name 
of the Lord.'' 

If you will be kind enough to insert this at your earliest convenience, 
I shall esteem it a favour. May the Lord strengthen you for your 
editorial work. 

Yours affectionately, for the truth sake, 
(Signed), HE.NRY JACOB. 

Kingsland, March 6, 1861. 
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" ONCE FOR ALL." 
BY A CONVERTED ROMANIST, 

11;; 

THESE three words, though comparatively small in space, have a 
large amount of joy and a precious treasure for the sinner. They 

have been to me a means of strengthening ten-fold the faith which I 
have, and on several occasions have overpowered the great internal 
straggles which endeavour to lead me back to the fleshpots of Egypt, 
the goblets of Rome. No later than Sunday I was tempted by the 
wicked one to return to the idolatry and superstitions practices of 
Rome, and after weeping like a child from one thought or another, I 
found refuge in the words, '' Once for all." Christ died for us sinners, 
eradicated sin and brought·ns nearer to heaven and to God, when He 
offered Himself as a sacrifice for our sins, and told as iQ. His last words, 
as recorded in John xix. 30, that" It is finished." 

"It is finished!" What mean these words? They are the death
knell of "the mass," as practised by the Roman Catholic Church, where 
Christ is said to be still offered as a sacrifice for the sins of the living 
and the dead. These three words mean that at the death of Christ, 11t 

the end of the sacrifice, death was stripped of its sepulchred treasures, 
and denuded of its iron tyranny over the faithful of Christ; sin, its 
sting, was then exhausted for ever; then the bars of the grave burst 
open and the sheeted dead arose, the first-fruits to God and to immor
tality; then the cup of God's red wrath against sin, placed in His 
hands, which we without Him would have had to drink throughout all 
eternity, the Son of God emptied to the very dregs, and replenished 
with eternal blessings, so that there remained not one drop of wrath, 
"no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus,'' when He said, 
"It is finished." Robes of righteousness now await. as all; there is a 
righteousness for all who believe in Christ; so pure, so perfect, that a 
martyr's best blood would defile it, and a saint's purest tears would 
blemish and bedim it; a righteousness which can receive no addition 
from man, and no deterioration from devils; nothing that earth can do 
can add to its splendour, nothing that Satan can try can depreciate its 
worth. Arrayed in it, all believers shall stand before the Holy One 
"without spot or blemish." It was woven by the fingers, washed in 
the blood, sprinkled by the tears, and perfumed by the merits of God's 
incarnate Son. 

It is free, and is given gratis to all. No money is required for it, no 
dollars as for masses. It is given to every guilty sinner who seeks it 
from Christ Jeans. "Ye are saved-not of yourselves-it is the gift of 
God.'' We are saved through the sacrifice of Christ, His sufferings and 
death. "It is finished,'' and all propitiatory functions are now com
pleted, all the functions of the Aaronitic priesthood are now come to a 
close, each hoary prediction is met, each sacred emblem illumined. 
John the Baptist heralded His glory when it first broke forth in Pales
tine, and Christ Himself announced His triumph and His entrance into 
glory when He uttered these words. Sin's iron sceptre \vas trampled on 
and overthrown, and it therefore grieves me to_ ~he heart to. see the 
Church of Rome claimincr and assuming prop1trntory funct10ns and 
offering up the many ana°oft-times repeated sacrifice_ of masses _which 
can never take away sin; denying by the same, Christ s perfect10n of 
His Father's work. 
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No more sacrifices. "lt is finished." "There is no more offering 
for sin." Christians need no priests, no propitiatory sacrifices. Oar 
priest, Christ, never dieth-our sacrifice, Christ, is once for all, ever 
efficacious to the uttermost; all altars in the world besides Christ are 
blasphemous and useless. 

JOHN STYf,ES, 
Seminary, Morgan Park, Ill., Aug., 188,;. 

IS THERE MERCY FOR SUCH AS I AM? 
A BRIEF REVIEW OF THE OLD WELSH SAINTS. 

A REMARKABLE conversion took place 75 years ago at Penrhirogoch, 
Carmarthenshire; it being worth keeping in perpetual memory. 

During these times it wa,s the old-fashioned religion, and we believe the 
old saints of that age were more fruitful and earnest, with the best of all 
causes, than many that profess it in this enlightened age. Pride was not 
allowed to exalt its head to the extent t,hat it does now. An evangelical 
and heavenly frame of mind were the chief characteristics of those days, 
and, indeed, combined with this, was much Scriptural knowledge. The 
V, elsh press had brought out, but few works, but the Bible was found in 
the majority of families, and this was carefully read. We wish we could 
see more desire among the families of the Principality now. 

At the time we refer to, the Rev. T. Morris was pastor e.t Penrhirogoch. 
It was their practice before their monthly ordinance to hold a preparatory 
meeting on the Friday afternoon at four o'clock, and blessed meetings they 
were. The members displayed great earnestness in their attention to this, 
some having four or five miles to walk; some came on horseback and 
others on foot. Between two and three o'clock on these occasions it was 
usual to see the ploughman leave his occupation, the tailor laying down 
his needle, the shoemaker putting his awl to rest, the weaver his shuttle, 
the blacksmith his anvil, so as to prepare for the meeting, and by fonr 
o'clock the chapel would be full of Zion's children having met to discuss· 
business connected with the God of Zion. The old fathers considered 
these meetings as being most important, and there would be represente.
ti ~es from every family iu the district. It is a pity it is not so now. If 
this were now attended to, the matters of the Church would not be • so 
strange, and Church discipline was carried out as it should be. 

If one transgressed, it was useless for him to think he could escape 
rebuke, and the purity of the professed Church spoke much for the 
heavenly joy they felt in the work of the sanctuary. No fault was over
looked. The old saints had a godly zeal for purity of character, and it was 
blessed of God, which was manifest by the consistent walk and conduct in 
those who professed godline&s. The preparatory meeting was a check on 
looseness of conduct, and when such were found they we1·e dismembered 
and the pastor's prayer for his restoration will never be fprgotten; and 
whilst a heavenly breeze seemed to fill the place, that sometimes the 
backslider would be brought there and then to repentance, and sue for 
pardon, and to be restored to the privileges of the Church. 

It was also customary at these meetings to administer the·ordinance of 
believers' baptism, if desired. About a mile from the Penrhirogoch chapel 
is a farm called Ll wyndu. At this time there lived here a most respectable 
couple of the name of James and ifartha Thomas. Mr. Thomas was a most 
zealous and hot-headed Churchman, and Mrs. Thomas was very po.rt.ial to 
the Baptist~, and very often on the Sabbath she would be se.en wending her 
way to the chapel to enjoy the talented and dewey sermons of Mr. Morris. 
By degrees the Lord opened Martha'is heart, not 011ly to hear but to retain 
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11n<l ponder them over, and she felt a strong desire to join the Church ; but 
as he1· husband was such a zealous Churchman, nn<l a, confirmed enemy to 
tho B1J.ptists, there was a great difficulty in the way. Matters went on 
thus for some time, but at le.st she we.a constrained to make o, profession 
publicly by being baptized in the name of the Lord, leaving a.II results. 
'fhere never was a more loving wife than Mrs. Thomas, yet she felt she 
must submit to the Lord's commands, and deliver her conscience by doing 
so. more thnn hearkening to her husband's wishes. She well knew the 
determined mo,nner of Mr. Thomas, therefore useless to ask his permission 
to join the Baptists, in consequence of his deep prejudice against them. 
The matter weighed heavily on her mind for weeks, and he-r case we.s 
before the Church for a considerable time, and after the brethren werQ 
entirely convinced that a work of grace had changed her heart, it was 
-arranged to baptize her or:i the following Friday at the preparatory 
meeting. 

After obeying her Lord's commands in being baptizetl she went home 
with a light heart, hoping, so far as her husband was concerned, that she 
had already passed through the worst, and that she would be received into 
full communion on the Sabbath following. But on the Saturday, the day 
.after the ba.ptism, Mr. Thomas was informed by some one in Carmarthen 
Market that his wife had been baptized the previous evening. This 
kindled his anger to the highest pitch, and he went home early from 
market with his soul boiling with indignation. He roared like a lion let 
loose from the forest. His threats to her were like those of Saul oE Tarsus, 
and he filled the house and family with horror. He declared that the ties 
of marriage had been broken, and that they could never restore them, 
.and, moreover, in his violent passion he threatened to put an end to bis own 
existence. Seeing matters were in such a state, the servant-men were 
called from the fields to watch him. 

Thus it went on until midnight, when they found he had gone out 
secretly towa.rds the river that passed through his fields. His intention 
was to drown himself ; but before he had committed the deed he was 
·caught by the servent-men, and he was taken home. From this Saturday 
night until the following Tuesday night the occupants of Llwyndu Farm 
never gave slumber to their eyes, nor sleep to their eyelids. 'l'he aspect 
oE things seemed black indeed during this terrible ordeal, whilst the 
thunderbolts of Satan were being hurled· with the roar of the storm that 
burst .from this passionate man. But some time on the Tuesday night, 
when nature was exhausted by continual bursts of passion, that Mr. 
Thomas sunk into a sleep in his chair. .A.fter sleeping some time, he 
leaped up in the wildest ma.nner, and cried out aloud in great fear, "Oh, 
Martha, Martha ! Where am I ? And is there mercy for such a sinner as 
I am?" "Yes, yes, dear Ja.mes," replied Mrs. Thomas, "there is mercy 
with God to you, bad as you have been." He replied, "I have just seen 
devils like lions; there were also bears and serpents surrounding me. I 
believe I was in hell. Send Jemmy the servant at once to fetch Mr. 
Morris." 

She complied with pleasure to his request;, believing that his conversion 
had really takEin place; therefore, about three o'clock on Wednesday 
morning, Mr. Morris heard a knock at his door, with a well-known voice 
eal!ing him to accompany him to Llwyndu Farm immediately. He said 
to Mrs. Morl'is, " It is Jemmy's voice; I fear Mr. Thomas has killed him
self or his wife." He arose at once, and asked Jemmy what was the 
matter, if he had killed himself. "Oh, no! he has not indeed ! My 
master is now praying, and he asks you to come to him without delay. I 
have brought a horse fo1· you to ride.'' He went at once ; but he could 
scarcely believe the servant-man's testimony ; but before they reached the 
farm, Mr. 'l'homas had come to meet him, and received him with open 
arms. After entering the heuse, su~h a pra.yer-m~eting was held that 
-cannot be described. The Churoh-gorng and self-r1ghteons Mr. lhomas 
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wu5 not to be found, but instead was found a poor lost sinner, trembling 
and asking. "Whe,t must I do to be se,ved P " 

The following Lord's-de,y, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas were both in the 
chapel a.t. Penrhirogocn. After the morning service it was announced that 
a Church meeting would he held. Mr. Thomas was present. He there 
and then gave in his awful experience, with his conversion, with great 
feeling and in tears. There never had been such a Church-meeting at 
Penrhirogoch before. All were bathed in tears. The old saints were 
delighted with what they heard. He 'l'fi8hed to be be,ptized there and 
then, but we,s persua.ded to stay until the following Lord's-de,y, when the 
ordina.nce took place in the presence of a large concourse of people, und 
the following ordinance of the Lord's Supper he and his wife were accepted 
as honourable members of the body. They both became ornaments to their 
profession until their death. There never was a family more faithful to 
the means of grace, more kind to the Lord's ministers, and liberal to the 
cause of God. Their liberality to the poor was unbounded. They were 
never 1,.,--nown to turn a beggar from their door without relieving him. 
When each of them died they were mourned over throughout these 
districts. Their tombstone is now to be seen in the chapel burial-ground 
at Penrhirogoch. They have slept there over fifty years, and their 
names are revered by the few that still survive. "The memory of the 
just i~ blessed." 

The above is translated from the Welsh Baptist paper, Se1=en Cymni, 
by W. Jenkins, Tudor-lodge, Farnham. 

SOLEMN WORDS FOR THE CUMBERER OF THN 
GROUND. 

THOUGHTS ON LUKE XIII. 6. 

"He spake also this parable: A certain man had a fig-tree planted in his vine
yard, and he came and sought frait thereon, and found none. Then said he to 
the dresser of bis vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on 
this fig-tree, and find none: cut it down; why camberetb it the ground? And he 
answering, said, Lord, let it alone this yee.r also, till I shall dig about it and dung· 
it: and if it bear fruit well; if not, then after that thou shalt cnt it down." 

OUR gracious Lord, the great Husbandman, oar Father, God, sees 
all the plants of His own right hand planting, in the branch 

which He has me.de so strong for Himself, and His eye is ever over them 
for good, and He looks for them to bear fruit according to their position 
and capacity, and thus to receive His right, a revenue of praise, for
every plant which His own right hand bath planted has his or her root 
in that eternal fruit-bearing Vine, the Lord Jesus Christ, His o.wn 
anointed One, the centre and life and fruit-bearing plant of righteous
ness. There is no barren fig-tree in Christ, no branch of fruit-bearing 
ont of Him, however much to the eye of man it may add to the beauty 
of the garden-yea, seem to all beholders in the Church below to be a. 
fine tree of promise. The great Master, whose own the vineyard is, 
sees no fruit, and says, "Cat it down; why cumbereth it the ground?'' 
but the poor vinedresser, the soul-winner in the Churches, says, "Let 
it alone this year, also, Lord, till I shall dig about it and dung it.'" 
Ab, poor servant of God, you would fain lead all to Jesus, and art very 
unwilling to think that any in thy portion of the vineyard should not 
be all they seem; bat the natural, ungrafted seedling will get in here· 
and there, and man, finite-minded man, cannot see the mind and heart, 
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11ad hopes that all is well. Bat He who reads the heart and knows the 
end from the beginning 11nd by His Holy Spirit speaks to His servant's 
mind, bears year after year with that dear servant's heart-desire that 
all who name the name of the Lord may indeed be traly born of God, 
but at length the word goes forth," These three years "no fruit, nothing 
but Jeoves, "Cut it down; why cumhereth it the groand ? " 

Oh! cumberer of the garden, thou mayest deceive thy loving-hearted 
pastor, and thy fellow Church members, for he is bot man and they all 
can but look on the outward appearance, bat He who formed the heart 
knows what is in it, and tbongh thou mayest be in great power, and 
spreading thyself like a green bay tree, He will come in a day when 
thou lookest not for Him, and say, "Cut it down" (for three years our 
gracious Lord J esuR went al:iout in amongst the people of God's national 
choice, but there He found no frait, and the word has .gone-forth, Cut 
it down un-til the fulness of the Gentiles be brought in); and though 
the poor pastor still prays, "Lord, let it alone another year till I ii!hall 
dig about it," the poor earnest man cannot bear to let one go from his 
Church, but his Lord does not deign to answer him. 

Ah, brother, if the Lord has not planted, it is vain for you to dig 
about and dung; yon may make it grow more rampant and take up more 
room in the vineyard, pushing the timid little ones into the corners, 
but never, never, bear fruit, 'twill be but a natural ungrafted seedling, 
do what yon will. Oh, earnest vinedresser, thy Lord will have thee to 
hoe, and to rake, and to keep the garden clear of weeds, and wild briers; 
and unfruitful trees, as well as to dig about and dung; and oh, brother, 
whosoever thou art, set over the Lord's garden, small or great, beware 
that thou plant not. "Every plant that My Father bath not planted 
shall be rooted up,'' and ye who grow in the garden of our Lord, His 
Church on earth, every plant that He hath planted is expected to bear 
fruit, after its kind and according to its measure; stand not idle all the 
day, but as God has given yon ability render to Him the fruit of praise 
and prayer and good works, that thos~ who see may glorify God your 
Father which is in heaven. But beware of doing it to be seen of men, 
to your own praise; let all the glory be to God, for herein is oar Father 
glorified that we bear much fruit, so (says oar Lord) shall ye be My 
disciples; and, as a secondary work, desire to comfort the heart of the 
earthly vinedresser where yon grow, and to honour him in love for his 
work's 8ake, and throw a little essence, and sweetness, and strength, 
through all the branches that grow about you in this earthly garden of 
the Lord. 

''EBENEZER.'' 
/,;sued as a Christmas Card by 1.V. J. RYDEl<. 

YES, I will be with thee, I certainly will I 
The God that I have been, I'll be to thee stL!l; 
And give tbee occasion, each morning to raise 
A fresh Ebenezer in accents of praise. 
Yes, I will be with thee, I certainly will! 
Did you think t,hat I would not each promise fulfil? 
They never were written in ifs or in •,nays, . 
But in wills and in shalls-Ebenezers for praise. 
Yes, I will be with thee, I certainly will! . 
And cause thee to trust in My s\l'engtb and My skill; 
Then bavino- received all needful supplies, 
Your grnnctEbeuezer shall shout in the skies. 
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TElE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 
jfatrltlf'IR jfr,·ry IJi1•inelr1 Ill11.,t·1•,zf{'r/, 

i II t/1~ Parable• 11( tl,.e LoRt Slirrp, tkr 
L<Js/ Piec« ,if 8i/,,r1·, a11d tlu· Prodign.l 
Son. By Alfred Dye. Printed at W. 
B. Creaks, Ely. For a young author, 
and for early seekers to have some 
Scriptures opened to them, this little 
volume may te.nd to much edification. 
\Ve are glad to see young men come to 
the front by the use of tbe press. It 
gives many wbo cannot bear the oppor
tunity to read them, and form some 
judgment of their mission being of God. 
Here is one extract. Mark the example. 
Mr. Dye says:-'' We will now make a 
few observations respecting the divine 
conduct in receiving sinners, and eating 
with them, before we prooeed to the 
parables. The first is this-whatever 
these publicans and sinnel'S may have 
been in practice. it is evident that they 
were made sensible and sick of their sins 
brfore ever the Lord visited tbem. This 
we may gather from the answer He gave 
to the Pharisees upon a similar occasion 
of their anger. It is said, 'And when 
the Pharisees saw it, they said unto His 
disciples, Why eateth your Master with 
publicans and sinners 7 But when Jesus 
heard that, He said unto them. They 
tbat be whole need not a physician, but 
they that are sick; but go ye and learn 
wbat that mee.neth. I will have mercy, 
and not sacrifice; for I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance.' 
The reader will here observe that the 
Lord Jesus did not associate with them 
as publicans and sinners, as to allow of 
their wickedness being still practised; 
but as the tender, compassionate, Re
deemer-the good Samaritan-to pour 
in oil an::! wine, to heal up the wounds 
which sin had made in their poor con
sciences, by the application of the holy 
law. He went not in, therefore, to eat 
and drink with all the publicans and 
sinners, but wit.h these that He bad 
made sensible and sick of themselves, in 
order to heal their wounded spirits, and 
thus bring them to true repentance. 
Secondly, The example of our blessed 
Lord Jesus is for us ministers and Chris
tians to follow, for whatever a person 
has been, if be or she be now a truly 
sensible sinner, it is an evidence of their 
being Ll,e dear Elect of God, who are 
made sin-sick, heart-pained souls; there
fore we should not shrink from receiving 
them. Thus Ananias goes to one of 
these sensible sinners, and calls out, 
' Brotlit:r Saul.' We should not shrink 
from eating and drinking wilb them; 
let the self-righteous say or do what they 
may against us." 

THE G0SPKL OF THE DAY.-The leaf
lets of The Pure Truth lllission are as 
plain as they are truthful. Here is a 
sample on the word. M1Mt :-" 'l'he town 
of H--c, in the West Riding of York
shire, is frequented in the Summer by R 

gay, pleasure loving, frivolous public. 
On the Sunday the Churches and chapels 
are thronged with those who seem to 
think their attendance will atone in some 
degree for the worldliness of the past 
week. But what is the nature of the 
preaching to whiob the people have to 
listen 7 It may be summed up in one 
sentence: • Man must do his part, else 
he cannot be saved.' Such preaching is 
erroneous, misleading, and unscriptural. 
All preaching that sends a man back 
into himself, to will, or to work for sal
vation, is false. On the last Sunday 
evening of August, 1885, a noted Wes
leyan Minister was preaching in Trinity 
chapel, H--e. The subject of bis dis
course was, 'Wist ye not that I ,nust be 
about My Father's business ? ' As may 
be supposed, the must of God was put in 
the background, and the must of man 
was put in the foreground. The preacher 
appealed to the unconverted. He said 
that hitherto thev had withheld that 
upon which all depends, the will to 
accept Christ, the will to grasp Obrist-, 
the determination to say, I 11111st. He 
then tried to persuade the unconverted 
to say, I 11111st. • For,' said he, 'that 
word would annonnce that the hour has 
struck when the decision was taken.' 
Tbus according to the preacher, all de
pended on man, not on God. • More 
recently a Canon of the Church of Eng
land was preaching in the same strain. 
He said, • The time of decision is now.' 
Surely such men do not understand that 
the ni.igbty work of soul-saving is carried 
on by the Holy Ghost alone, in the 
hearts of those upon whom the Lord has 
set His Jove. The Holy Ghost does not 
require a man's help. ·He is capable of 
quickening a soul into life, without any 
aid from the creature. ' You hatb He 
quickened.' 'Even so, the Son quick
eneth whom He will.' ' Of His own 
will begat He us with the word of truth.' 
Nothing is even intimated here about 
man's will. Nothing is said about all, 
or any part depending on man. The 
work is of God alone, and is sure to all 
the redeemed family, whether the public 
professors like it or not." 

MR. J. G0DSMABK'B NEW WonK.
We are delighted with the title. Here it 
is : Tlw Rternal Supn:111ac_11 ,if JcsuN 
Christ O'C,!1' all, God B/c.ised for Rvcr." 
London: ?rinted and published hy n. 
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Danks and Bon, Racquet-conrt, Pleet,
street ; also to be bRrl of the aut,hor, 13, 
Dancville-rd,, Denmark-bill, S.E. Price 
threepence, post free. Mr. Godsmark is 
11 man, a truly godly m11n; but, like 
Thomas of l•ld, he stands n Ione, and does 
not believe what any man may say until 
he beboldeth, by faith, the person of the 
Son of God, and hearetb His voice, then 
brother Godsmark crieth out, "My Lord 
and my God;" and as quiet as e. Iamb 
be sits down, weeping for joy. We 
,;r11aqin1J someone asking Mr. Godsrnark, 
"Unto which section of the Church clo 
you belong? " He replies, " I belong 
unto God's section; that Chnrcb whose 
life is hid with Christ in God (and he 
believes), when Christ, who is her life, 
shall appear; then he shall, with all the 
redeemed, appear with Him in glory." 
" But do you belong to the Church of 
England? " "As far as some of her 
articles are in accord with Jebovah's 
revealed wiil, I do; but I am not one 
of her clergymen." " Do yon go with 
the Unitarians?" "Nol no! I go de
cidedly against their creed and preach
ing." "You are, perhaps, one with the 
Brownists, the Independents, the now
termed Congregationalists?" "Well, 
old Master Ashford will tell you, they 
are like his cousin Jenny's patchwork 
quilt, so many colours, such numerous 
creeds and modern contradictions, that 
I never know where to find them. Jay 
(of Bath), Raffles, John Angel James,_ 
Rowland Hill, and others, were good 
men ; but I am not a Congregationalist 
in the common acceptation of the term, 
nor do I go with the various cornmuni-. 
ties of the Wesleyans. George Whitfield 
was divinely qualified for a good and 
great work. He did it with all his 
heart, and is gone home to his rest and 
eternal rejoicing." "Mr. Godsmark, I 
find you preach for the close Baptists at 
times." "I preach wherever the Provi
dence of God opens up the way, and 
gladly do I carry any message the Lord 
may give me. But enough; good morn
ing." In th_is new work the author bas 
laid down a scriptural line of rail way 
running from Genesis to the New Testa
ment, showing forth the eternal supre
macy of the Son of God. We honestly 
persuade all whose faith is not estab
lished in the Person and work of Christ, 
to read this work through and through 
again and again. Seekers after truth 
will be thankful for it. 

The Gospel Maga:ine is a grand num
ber. Its engraved likeness of Mr. 
Saunders and its contents generally are 
beyond ~II price. The editor, one of 
the most faithful witnesses in the king-

clom, is only 75. We can pray he may 
live and labriur for his Master for ten 
years yet. We must hid him good-bye. 
Here iR one of his paragraphs:-" Dare 
we close our eyes to the far,t that, the 
!ate ministry was so soon defeated after, 
as their first act, admitting, and that in 
the face of remonstrance, an avowed 
atheist as a co-re,preRentative with them
selves of the interests of tbe nation? 
Shall we, moreover, be so blinded and 
besotted as to fail to trace the banrl of 
the ::\fost High in the recent uprising of 
the people, indice.ting His frown upon 
the re-assembling of a Ministry that bas 
done, and is doing, its atmost to un
Prote~t.antize-and thus. un-Cbristianize 
-the kingdom at large? What prompts 
the people to re bell ion ? Not so much 
the depression of the times, as the in
flammatory harangues and traitorous 
counsels of the very men who have been 
returned to legislate and rule." 

"BLACK, BUT COMELY," is an article 
of much value in the March number of 
Silent ]~Iessenger. The distinction be
tween flesh and spirit in the man born 
of God is drawn out in plain, in sensible, 
in scriptural language. 

"ThP, flesh is a crnel, bitter roe, 
It brings the Christi:-t.n streams or woe: 

Against it wakh and pra.y." 

A Political Chi,j and a Vatican Thfrf; 
or, a Deep Unde-rg1·01md Railway be
tween Ro1ne and Enqland. - Can the 
tractate sent us by a living, labouring, 
truth-proclaiming Protestant, be relied 
on, as exposing the secret working 

• whereby England is to be regained by 
the anti-Christ? We are throwing the 
nation into the band~ of Papists, atheists, 
and revolutionists. It fills us with pain 
to find the God-dishonouring masses 
gaining the a~cendancy. We will notice 
the tractate if we can get heart enongh. 

Christ the Ruler of thf Kings nf the 
Ea,·th. B_v James Johnston, 8, Marchis
tan Park, Edinburgh. Published by J. 
Ginnell, G~orge the Fourth Bridge.
When we saw on the outside of this truly 
neat, Scottish-looking volume, these 
words, "CHRIST'S PRINCEDOll OF THE 
WORLD ! " we realised a joy springing up 
in our soul which nothing ?ike the name 
of Jesus can inspire. It is a critical and 
learned work. The author bas studied 
"the Cross of Christ " well. There may 
be some difficulty in understanding some 
sentences, but the exaltation of Christ is 
the theme, and that will commend the 
work to many who, with Paul, know that 
" Christ is All, and in all." 
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-OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
MR. COPELAND'S SETTLEMENT AT 

BEl'HNAL GREEN. 
The eervlces et " Hope," on Tuesday, Feb. 

2.1. to recognise Mr . .J. Copeland a• pastor, 
were quite devoid . of enything lik_e. cold 
formality, but a quiet, evanescent spmt ren 
through the whole proceedlnl!'• under the 
eble and diSC'reet presidency of Mr. John 
Sl,1de Anderson, who while he wielded the 
proceedings of the day as a master in Israel 
imitated the spirit of the Master of Israel, and 
maoffested e 11:eoial Christian di•position 
throughout. The afternoon service com
menced by singing 764 Deo:iam; the Chair
men reed Titus i., and Mr. G. Webb offered 
prayer. Mr. Anderson, in a few pointed 
sentences on the solemnity of the occasion, 
staled the reasons for their gathering, end 
hoped it might prove to be a step in the right 
direcrioo, and then asked Mr. Copeland lo tell 
the frieuds how he was called by grace to 
be a ChriHieo. end his warrant for preaching 
the Gospel. The answers to t_hese . were 
l!'iveo b,· Mr. Copeland to the sahsfaclloo of 
Mr. Anderson, who further interrogated him 
a,; to the doctrine he intended to preach; to 
which Mr. Copeland replied as follows:-
1. I believe there is but one God, yet three 
equal persons in the Godhead-God the 
Father God the Soo, and God the Holy 

-Ghosr. ' 2. I believe the Bible is the revealed 
Will of God, that holy men of old wrote it by 
inspiration of the Divine Spirit. 3. I be
lieve in the eternal covenant of grace made 
between the Eternal Three on behalf of a 
definite number chosen in Christ Jesus 
·before the foundation of the world, and 
known to God only. 4. I believe in the 
utter ruin of man by the fall-that be has 
oe;ther will nor power to return unto God. 
5. I believe in the vicarious sacrifice of the 
God-man called Jesus Christ, that redemp
tion is particular and effectual-that our 
b'e;;sed Lord had imputed to Him the sins of 
God's elect, tbat He eod11red the curse of 
tile elect, and truly and actt1.all_v redeemed 
them from the curse of the law. 6. I believe 
that regeneration, or being born of Spirit, is 
esseorie.l to an entrance into the kingdom of 
heaven a"1'eenbly to our Saviour's words to 
Nicode:Ou\ '' Ye must be born again." 7. 
I believe tbat all those to whom God gives 
grace, He preiieotly gives also eternal glory; 
that they are kept by th~ power of ~od, 
t!Jruugb faith, unto salvaL1on, thus provmg 
t11at "salvation is of the Lord.'' Honour, 
majesty, power and glory be unto Father, 
:Son, and Holy Ghost, t_he one God, who, in 
infinite love and sovereign grac€, has made 
certaic, tile salvation of a number no man can 
number. Amen and amen. 

Mr. Ander.on then esked someone to come 
furward and give the rea.soos for inviting Mr. 
Copeland to take the office of pastor, upon 
wbicb Mr. Youdao (deacuo) said:-

Dear Mr. Chairman and Beloved Chris
tian Frieods,-lo recounting the deal
ings of our covenant God with us aa a 

church we have experienced changes, our 
!Rte pastor Mr. Griffith be!ievlnl!' hi• work 
done, resigned his charl!'e et " Hope," o nd 
the reasons given were so evident lh•t at our 
Church meetlnlli bel<loo April 10, 1884, there 
was oolv one course to pursue, that was to 
re~eive his resignation, which was adopted 
with regret, and the following June he 
retired, and the Church truly felt her position 
but turned to ~eek help from God by prayer' 
Rod a• the brethren at our meetings wer~ 
helped by the Spirit to petition the Lord that 
He would hear our united cries, for this 
blessing to return as in former days, not! 
that I he Lord would send us an under 
shepherd lo acr.ordaoce with the apostolic 
statement in l Peter v. 2, as well as a brother 
suitable for the locality, was the burden of 
our supplications, we did experience season, 
of refreshing. 

We are very thankful to say we have had 
good supplies and we acknowledge our 
iodebtedoeM to them in their u~efuloess to 
us in preaching the Gospel, so that the few 
that remained were encouraged lo keep 
together, and to-day, Mr. Chairman, the 
deacons publicly, with gratitude of heart, de
sire to recognise your kindness in Christian 
sympathy, your advice and counsel given to 
us in our extremity of perplexity, we were 
enabled to act upon it, and the Lord be 
praised, the blessiug is ours as a Church, so 
we pray the Lord still to continue to crown 
your very extensive and various labours, in 
preaching, the Gospel first at home, and then 
in coonec1ioo with the Churches of Jesus 
Christ, with His Divine blessing. But still, 
dear Mr. Chairman, the right brother did 
not appear until we heard of Brother 
Copeland as a young mno preaching with 
much acceptance to several Churches in the 
provinces, so we sought him out, and after 
heariDJ:" him successively Lord's-days and 
week nights for some time, we could recog
nize in our brother's diicourses that be 
preached the G~spel in all its suitability, 
freeness and fuloess, salvation by grace 
alone from its eternal cause to its coosum
ma1ioo, and being highly recommended by 
several ministers, the Church gave our 
brother a unanimous invite to supply for 
the first six months of 1885 with view to the 
pastorate. But owing to previous eogege
meors with other Churche1, he could not 
comply with our request, but could, D. V,, 
give us the latter si" months, with the 
exception of three Sabbaths, so th~ Chu~ch 
entered into the arraogeroeot with him, 
and in the order of providence Brother 
Copeland commenced his six months proba
tion with view to the pastorol office July 5, 
1885. And w;, rejoice, dear Mr. Chairmen, to 
be able to sav the word bas been blesl to 
saiol and to •inner, and our brother bas h~d 
the privilellie of bap1iziol1i twelve believers ID 
the name of the Trinitv, so the Church was 
aati,fied with bis qualifications for the work 
of the ministry ao,I pastoral office, so that at 
our Church meeting held Oct. 15, 1885, he 
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was unanimously invited to take the position 
of pastor of the Church et Hope, 8ethool 
Green, which we ere thankful to •ey this day's 
service• eeys he accepter!, trustlnjl' only lo the 
Lorri, end commenced his pastoral labours 
Jen. r,, 1886, trusting for !he futurP, by the 
help of Ood the Spirit end the prnyn• of his 
flock, lo proclaim the Oo,pel with profit to 
bis people, nnd with coovlnring end sevinjl' 
power lo the •Inner. And, le•tly, we ere 
tilaukful that during our brother's going in 
and out emonJI.' u• we have her! the pleasure 
of observing hi< social and genial queli1ies, 
which we admire. 

And now, denr Brother Copeland, we have 
the pleasure of congratulating your courage 
in undertaking the pastoral charge over us 
fn the Lord, for after the retirement of our 
late pnstor, some of our people lefr us, end 
for some few weeks we really expe<'led to 
give up altogether, hut faithful friends stood 
by us and· encouraged us end so we over
came our difficulties in the etreDJl.'th of our 
ever faithful God end Father, and the result 
is we have you, deer brolher, for our pastor, 
eiso tile Church end congregation ere in
-creasing and ell things in connection with 
the cause ere encouraging. " Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name be 
all the glory." 

Mr. Anderson expressed himself highly 
satisfied with the statement Mr, Yo11dan 
had given, requested the members of the 
Church present to signify their approbation 
by standing up, to which they responded, 
-and he ( Mr. A.) gave the newly-chosen 
pastor the right hand of fellowship, with 
•ome words of counsel. A hymn was sung, 
nod Mr. W, K. Dexter rose end gave the 
·" Nature of a Oospel Church," which may 
he given another month. 

A NOTE PROM STOKE ASH. 
11 To communicate forget not." 

DEAR. MR. BANKB,-So 1886 found you 
this side Jorden ! And still you are working 
and labouring-sending cheering words here 
eud cheering words there. We have no 
-doubt but whet e• you advance in years and 
tie after tie is snapped, you feel lonely, tired, 
and weary, and almost reedy to say, " Come, 
Lord Jesus, come quickly." Well, soon now 
the Mester will come end call for you, end 
then the "well done" from His lips will 
repay you for ell the toil, sorrow, end 
labeur here. 

It afforded me much pleasure to see in 
reading Cheering Words for February, 
how the Lord enabled our good old brother 
Benjamin Taylor to write such e consoling, 
Christ-exalting, cheering epistle to you at 
the commeucement of this year. Words 
from his fruitful pen have ofttimes yielded 
us much comfort. Glad he is stlll enabled 
to stand upon Zion's wells proclaiming to 
~inners God's way end plan of salvation. 
Hope bis last days may Le his brightest. 
It does young Christians good to beer old 
soldiers of the cross, old standard bearers of 
God's truth speak well of the Mester they 
have long loved end served. 

As we aee them within God's cou!'t•, like 
young cedaro, fresh and green, bearing frui 
in old age, we ere encouraged, knowing lho 
the ••me mighty hand thet ha, upheld and 
led them on for so many years can also take 
us who have not lone: been in the batlle field 
end lead ua safely on until we .•hall arrive 
safe at the celestial city. God JITant it may 
be our happy experience, and· Hi.• name 
shell have all the prai•e. 

At Stoke A•h we are still favoured with a 
rich, full Go•pel minislry, and experience 
many happy sea•ons throul{h the preaching 
of the Word by our own dear pa.,tor, Mr. C. 
Hill. 

Ou Lord's-day afternoon, Feb. 14, he 
preached to us about ,Jesus being ahove all 
(John iii. 31 ). Those who love Him are 
very glad fie is above all. Mr. H. told us-
1. Jesus wa, above al.I in His relationship to 
Ood. Some people, he said, were very proud 
of their relationship, but none were related 
as high a.• Jesus wa.•, for of Him alone it can 
be said, The only-begotten Son of Ood. 

2. He is above all io the testimony that 
He beers. He was sent from God, He 
came to tell what He h11d seeo of God. He 
was not in•pired as the prophets and apostles 
were, for God has no purpose or promise that 
Jesus does not fully uoderstaod. Whatever 
He has said of God is true, for He has both 
seen and beard it; therefore Hi9 testimony is 
divine, true, and above all. 

Then He is above all in His authority. 
All power is given unto Him. God trusts 
Him with millions of the people's souls. He 
rules everywhere. No one else bes authority 
like lfim. 

Lastly. He is above all io rewards, No 
one gives rewards like Him. The rewards 
He gives His servants are-what? I know 
not. He gives them Himself. He gives 
them life, and in that life He blesses them. 
None can give rewards like the Master. 
Amen. 

These are just a few jottings from Mr. 
Hill's sermon. Trust tl.ley may comfort 
some who hope to receive rewards from King 
Jesus' hands, and dwell for ever with Him. 
whom now tbey delight to crown "Lord of 
all." 

We hope, if God will, He may spare you 
yet a little lon1ter to labour, for still we 
think there is abundance of room for la
bourers in the Gospel field. In the midst oi 
your trials and afflictions may the Lord 
cause you to joy in the assurance that your 
name is reeorded in the Lamb's book of life, 
and that underneath you are the everlasting 
arms of an omnipotent God, eod when the 
last shall come may you be made more than 
conqueror throuith the reigning power of 
our conquering Kiog, is tbesincere desire of 

Yours in our Lord 11,e Lamb, 
P0LLIE BARRELL, 

Breiseworth, Eye, March 0, 1886. 

WILLINGHAM. - In the old chapel 
some forty Sabbath-school teachers and mem
bers of the Bible-class assembled together on 
M.irch 13. After we had enjoyed a nice lea, 
a most happy, animating, end soul-invigore-
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ting cveninll' "'"" profltably employed. 
Some •ix or seven brethren cheered us with 
<'.omforllnll' remarks. Our honourable 
deaeoos (Mr. John Frohock, 11nd Mr. William 
Tihbetl) ll'ave u• their hearty expre!ISion• of 
effect iou end good-will in the work which 
Is J?Oiog on in our midst. Our younger 
brethren, who~ hearts the Lord has opened, 
spoke of the Lord'• mercle!l towards them, 
and of their desires to Jove Him more and 
..ervc Him better in the future. As yet. 
however, R few •till keep in the hack-groun<' 
as to their putting on Christ by baptism. 
To us the,· •re cnn•i-tent and faithful followers 
of the means of grace, ~•et the)' are lackinll' 
in one thin1;r. Pra~·ers and cries ascend up 
to a throne of grnce, that they may be led to 
exclaim with the eunuch, '' See, here is 
water, what doth hinder me to be baptized?" 
These deer brethren Jove to hear the Gospel 
declared. No sound is more melodious es the 
neme of Jesus to them. We sincerely trust 
the dev is not far disten t when we shell behold 
theo'e doves cominf? forward declaring what 
the Lord bas done for them, and deligbtinjl' 
in ell the commands of the Lord Jesus. "Go 
ye into all the world and preech the Gospel 
to every creature; be !bet believeth end is 
baptized shell be saved, but he that helievetb 
not shell be condemned." Since Decem her 
21, Jest, three of the Church members have 
been tnken to their rest. Mrs. Rebecca Gar
ner, oged seventy-eight_ A good woman, 
and for meny years delighted in the ways of 
God. she died in Jesus- In Jenuary of this 
present year Mrs. Munsey. whose memoir 
we J?SVe in Moreb EARTHEN VESSEL, was 
called away. Ai:.d anolber dear sister bas 
entered the city of f?Old, Miss Anne Beau
mont, aged fifty-three years. This child of 
God wes for some years naturally deprived of 
sight ; but like the blind men in the Gospel 
she could say:" Once I wes blind hut now I 
see." She could see and feel that Jesus wes 
her onl,v Saviour_ Anxiously we are looking 
for the Lord to constrain others to take their 
vacant places_ We bow before the King 
supreme, acknowledginJ? He does all things 
dexterous!~·, and asking for more faith, f?T&Ce, 
and help to submit to all His great designs. 
-fl_ E. SADLER. 

CBELMSPORD.-Tbe Eaaez County 
Chronicle, March 12, gives the following:
" BAPTIST CHAPEL, NEW LONDON-RD. 
-On Sunday IBSt Mr_ p_ G. Burgess, the 
pa.,tor, stated that that day WBS the third 
anni1•er,ery of bis coming to the chapel, and 
that on the wbole the three years bad been a 
time of bappine!!I!, and be thanked the friends 
who Lad helped in various ways, especially 
by preyer. He also se.id that the preyer
meetings had very frequently been times of 
refresliiDf?, and, if they were the pulse of the 
Church, the Church was in a healthy state. 
He then •poke from the words, 'Hoving 
tberefore obtained help of God I continue 
unto this day,' &c. (Acts xxvi. 22, 23). He 
said be felt that the cause beiug in the stale 
it io now, with the friends fulling together 
shoulder to shoulder, was o God from first 
to last." 

CLAPHAM.-The fifteenth anniversary 
or the Sunday-school wa.q commemorated at 
Providence Bnpllst Chapel, Meyrlck-road 
on SundR)', Pebr11ary 14, by sper.ial services'. 
In the morning the pastor, Mr. W. Moxham 
preached from "The anll,'el which redeemed 
me from all evll, bless the lads,'' and 188-•les 
too. Mr. R. E. Sear~, of Llllle Alie-street 
preached in the evening from " Walk 0; 
children of 1111,'ht." In the afternoon the 
prizes were distributed to the children ac
cording to merit, before which Interesting 
ceremony II suitable address had been given 
by Mr. Clark, on the "free gif1 of God." 
These services, which were well attended, 
were followed by the annual tea on Tuesdav 
February 16, when the number of friend~ 
and scholars present so far exceeded the 
accommodation afforded by the schoolroom 
thet the vestries and chapel had to be utilised'. 
In the evooiug a special meeting- was held In 
the cbapP.I, al which J. Meson, Esq. presided. 
Practical and encouraging addresses were 
given by Measrs, J. R. Wakelfn, T. Hood, 
J. Hezelton, Jun., and the pastor, Mr. w_ 
Moxbem_ The Superintendent, Mr. Apple
ton, interested the company with a pleasing 
account of the prorress and pro,perity of the 
school, and forcibly showed that it bad out
grown the building set apart for it, and that 
therefore, it was necessary to increase the 
available room; the chairman confirmed this, 
end in answer to an appeal for the needful 
fundA, met with a generous response, the 
collections at the services amounting to £40. 
Not the least enjoyable incident of the 
evening was the presentation to Messrs_ 
Clark and Perrott of a handsome Bible and 
writing-desk by their respective Bible-classes, 
as a mark of effection and esteem_ At each 
of the services, end at the meeting, appro
priate hymns were sung by the scholars, 
whe attended in large numbers. The interest 
Bnd warm-heartedness manifested through
out the meetinf{ were most encouraging to
those engaged in the Sabbath-school work, 
and may be regarded as evidence that the
blessing of God (without which. the in
struction given Is useless) is with them. It 
is His work, and to Him would we ascribe
all the glory. 

SHOULDHAM STREET.-On Tuesdoy, 
March 9, Mr. Warren was recognised as 
the pastor of the Strict BaptM Church, 
Should ham-street, Bryanstone-square, W. 
Mr. W. J. Styles preached in the afternoon 
from the words, "The love of Christ con
straineth us." Body of the chapel wes full. 
Tea followed. We bad not room In our 
spacious school: but about thirty set down 
afterwards. Mr. Styles took the choir 
punctuelly at 6.30. Mr. Harris, senior 
deacon, gave an account of how the provi
dence of God had led Mr. Warren amongst 
them. Mr. Warren then releted his conver
sion, his call to preach, and his determination 
to preach Christ and Him crucified. He 
believed in whet was called doctrine• of 
grace, based on eternal sovereignty, absolute 
predestination God's wlli end purpose, 
Christ died for the sheep, effectual call, 
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repenlance unlo life, the work of the Holy 
Spirit, juellflcallon wllhout any work8 of 
human merit, eancllHcallon end doctrines 
known M evangellcal; final pereeTerance, 
resurrection, glorlHcallon, and nnt leaet, 
the verbal lmplratlon of Scripture. Brethren 
p, Reynold•, Langford, Parnell, Beazley, 
Barrlen•, gave Mr. Worren the right hand; 
brother Style• joined the hand• of •enior 
deacon and Mr. Warreu, earnestly invoking 
the divine blessing; congratulatory •peecbes 
followed; brother Burbridge gave out the 
hvmn•, •ounded the recognition. Mr. Warren 
hos been here amongst us fifteen months. 

KEPPEL- STREET.-Tuesday, March 
IG, the seventh anniversary of Mr. Styles' 
pastorate at Keppel-Mreet, Russell-rq uere, 
was held. Mr. J. S. Anderson presidetJ, end 
~poke of bis attachment to the pastor, end of 
many pleasing reminiscences connected with 
the Church at Keppel-street. Mr_ Styles 
gave e brief re,•iew of bis seven years labour 
. among them; be had experienced much 
darkness of miod during his pastorate, eod 
was, at times, ready to give up, but the Lord 
bad always appeared, and by some word from 
Himself, he had been helped oo. On ooe 
occasion he was very much cast dowo, when 
a young mao called on him to tell him ( Mr_ 
S.) that his ministry had been made a bless
ing 10 his wife end himself; they were bap
tized, aod the young man (Mr. Harold 
Cooper) is now often engaged io speaking in 
Ms Master's name. Thus we have been en
couraged from time to time. The loss of 
Dr. Cooper was a great trial, but the Lord 
enabled me to say, Thy will be done; for 
him I cherish the sweetest memories as a 
brother in the Lord, a useful deacon, and an 
upright man. When I came here the 
Church numbered eighty-eight, it is now 
126. Church, deacons and all manifest the 
greatest respect lo me, and I review, with 
pleasure, my eonnection with the cause here. 
Mr. Steele, on behalf of the Church, spoke of 
their lncrea•ed attachment to their pastor. 
~r. E. Harris, Mr. Hill, aod Mr. Halford, 
gave a few words of greeting to Mr. Styles 
and the people, and Fpiritual addresses were 
delivered by Messrs. Warren, Bardens, Box, 
and Sens. Mr. Charles Hill, of Stoke Ash, 
preached the sermons on the Sunday and 
Tuesday afternoon. The bottom of the large 
chapel was well filled. The choir gave some 
good old-fashioned tunes, and Mr. Anderson 
pronounced the beoedietbn.-J. W. B. 

METROPOLITAN A'!SOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

The annuol meeting of thi,1 association 
wos held at Zion chopel, New Cross-road, on 
March 9. 

[We give the following as furni,hed by our 
reporter. We hope It will be found correct.] 

During the afternoon Mr. R. E. Sears 
/president) occupied the chair. After read
}ng a portion of 8crlptore, and Mr. Lang 
.sac. of Suffolk and Norfolk Union) had 

411gaged in prayer, letters were read from 
the following Associated Churches:-,-

Enon, Woolwich (W. K. 
i'lqnlrroll) 

Little Alie-street (R. E. Sear•) 
Hehoboth, Pimlico (.J. Hand) 
Wclbournc Hall (T. Honse) 
Near Epsom ... ... .. . 
West Ho.m (J. J. Clincb) .. . 
EbenAzer, Cle.ygate, t;urrey 

(J. Wnodo) .. .. .. 
Chadl\·ell-•treet (J. Hazelton) 
Salem, WeRt Cro., <loo (W. 

Hortoo) 

~r~~:i;::~~~!~~~~d cJ. s~ 
Ander,on,) ... 

Elthe.m, Ke11t 
Bethesda., Notting Hill.gate 

(Cl. Herring) 
Pr.Jvldence1 Lower :Norwood 
7,loo, Norbiton(P. Davie•) .. 
Mount Zion, Doreet-square 

rG. W. Shepherd) .. 
College Park, Lewisham (W. 

Hazelton) 
Providence, Kingston ... 
Zoe.r, Staines-roarl, Honnslow 

(Ja mes Curti•) 
JirAh, En,;t-road, City-road 

(W. Waite) 
BetJwl, Haxton 
Pro\'idence, Islington (P. 

Reyn0Id,) .. 
Salem, Wilton-square (W. 

Flack) 
Ebeuezer, Kilburn (Beazley 

G Hi9 
2 102 
1 3i 
0 11 
2 109 

15 
289 

31 
30 

R 282 
l 17 

G6 
13 
36 

:l/7 

45 
55 

60 

58 

10 128 

and Wilde) . . 2 

95 

33 
38 
22 
12 

Hornsev Rise (W. S. Waterer) l 
Upper Holloway (H. Boulton) 
Salem, Haye•, Middlesex 
Albert Rooms, Whitfield-

street (John 801) 
Oval, Hackney-road (H. 

Myerson) 
Ebenezer, Grays . . . . 
Farnborough, Kent (I. Bal

.lard)• 
E rith, Providence . _ 
Gurney-road. Stratford (J. 

Hunt Lvnn) .. • 
Sr. Alban'•• Bethel ... 
Addison Park (P. W. 

Williamson) 
Carmel, Pimlico (J. Parnell) 
Dethel. High-street, Pople.r 

(H. Ji' Noyes) 
Salem, Richmond 
Chatsworth•roo.d, Lowtr 

Clapton . . . . 
Clapham Junction (J. Mox-

ham) ... .. 
Camden High Schools 
Kevpel-streer. (W. J. Styles) 
Hope, Bethnal-grcen (J. 

Copeland) ... .• 
New Church-t1treet, Ber

mondsey (J. L. Mceree) 

210 

l 113 
l 17 

40 
26 

2l 110 
14 

15 

12 

49 
58 

28 

;7 
74 

lH 

73 

9i 

21 
};j(j 12 
!OS 
71 G 
40 

280 21 

412 35 

107 12 
j'] 10 
GO 

70 

80 

GO 4 
30 6 

146 13 

180 20 

JOO 
50 5 
.... ;) 4 
60 6 

187 10 

9-1 8 
80 6 

70 8 
-50 G 

330 18 
28 4 

90 11 
91 J:; 

no H 
90 10 

110 

150 12 
99 

236 22 

56 

2-11 17 

Totals 15S 3,H6 4,822 -159 

Nearlv 200sat down lo tea, after which Mr. 
Sears again presided. Mr. Winters opened 
with a suitable prayer. Mr. R. R Se•rs 
then gave his presidential address upon the 

• A letter not being sent froru the fLbove, the 
pastor, in a. telling way, quoted Paa.. x~iii. rn.ytng 
.. that e:s:pree~ed how they were gectrng on at 
Faraborongh.'' 
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" Unity of Christ.'' Christ Is not divided 
from the Father in work, in perfection or in 
glory. Faith discovers in Christ the' God
head. They nre one in creation. Chrl•t I• 
.-ery God. If ,in I• known, and the claim~ 
of God'• holy law are felt, comfort will never 
be enjoyed or pardon found till Christ ts 
known a• God. Chriot i• not divided In the 
"ffices, Priest, Prophet, Kin~. As Hi11;h 
Priest He eclil'"'" Aaron. The prophets 
rould not say al their words were from God, 
hut H~ could say," My word ,hall not pass 
away.' Earthly kingdoms wane, but His is 
steadily increasing. He Is R priestly {>ro
phetical Klop:. If we trust Him as Pr,eet 
we shall bow to His l!Ceptre as King. Th; 
hrillbt robe!i the redeemed shall wear are His 
perfe<'t life and the jewels in their crowns 
llems from His perfect work. Christ is not 
divided in Gospel, for the Gosp~l He preached 
and the GMpel we have to-day is tl,e same 
Gospel that we shall have in the Millennium 
for Christ is not divided. Chri•t is not 
divided in the ordinances of His house. 
Dean Stanley. Conybeare, Housen end 
Cunningham Geikie, all sev thnt b~olism 
OUjl'bt to he by immersion: Christ is not 
divided in His Church; for a Church with
out Christ would be a routed armv with 
banners all torn. As Christ is not divided 
so His people ought not to be. There ar~ 
man~- s~cts. They are caused by some of the 
servants wanting to bring in new furniture; 
but woe to those servants whei:. their Lor~ 
comes again. Let those who have been 
united in an unbol'I" bond to the State leeve 
infant sprinkling,"and let us all be in ~nity 
w_ e are the true Conformists, they are tb; 
Duisenters. Let us drop all petly differ
ences, and press for1Varri in the ]If ester's name. 
Unfurl the banner with the inscription One 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptism. ' 

Mr. Box then read the report, which 
shews that they ha,·e 44 Churches incorpo
rated. A loan fund of £1,637, a general 
fund of £75, meg-azine fund £22. 

After a vote of thanks lo Mr. Aoder,on, 
for the use of the piece, had been p,ssed and 
rei;ponded to. Mr. Moxham was called on to 
speak of Onr Churches as Centres for Home 
Mission Work. Hi• text was," Every man 
to bis work." Before we iro on to more 
mission work we OUj!"Lt to strenj!"tben the 
things that remain; we hoYe erred in leaving 
the mission work lo other denominatiQns. 
Ministers, . as instruments, ought to be 
gatherers as well as distributors· erery man 
to his work; some preach, some ieach others 
prav. distribute, or exhort. ' 

Mr . .r. Huot Lynn then ~poke upon our 
foreign mis-ions; their urgent claim~ upon 
u,. He took as bis text. "For from vou 
,ounded out tbe word of the Lord," &c. ·we 
bave a mission in I ndie and Cey Jon hut 
where else? Why do we come afte'r ell 
other Churches in opening missions? We 
are in the rear, but should be in the van; we 
bavc slrnt up our banner within the narrow 
wall, of our sanctuaries; hut if we are 
roused late, we ought to thank God that we 
are being awakened. If the love of God 
constroineth us, we shall be successful, late 

though It be. The dlvlue eommand le to 
"Jlreach the Gospel to every creature." 

The d11ys proceftlln1111, which had been well 
attended, then came to a close . 

H. D. B. 

CITY ROAD.-Thlrteenth annual meet
in1t to commemorate the prayer meeting 
held In Mr. Welter James'• house took nlnce 
et Jlreh on Friday, March otb. Mr. Winters 
prenched In the afiernooo, and Mr. Henry 
Hell presided In the evening. Addreeses on 
prayer were delivered by Mr. Lynn. who said 
while man despi•es the stammerer's prayer•: 
God does not. Mr. Copeland had experiencell 
the greet blessing or pouring out the heart 
unto God. Mr. Beazley, said it was the 
greatest bles,lng any one could be favoured 
with to prey from the heart," God be merci
ful to me n sinner." Mr. Preston Davi 
expoun~~d," They sighed, cried end i,:roened s 
(Exod. 11.) Mr. Burbridge, and others also 
spoke. Mr. Hall said it was a very import
a~t su~ject-prayer-it has occupied my 
mind smce I was fourteen, and I rejoice to 
say I cannot now give it up. Many cheerful 
faces were present, and the bappv meetiog 
closed by Mr. Walter James giving out a 
hyrnn.-J. W. B. 

GREAT YARUOUTH.-Tbe 10th anni
versary of the Sunday School was held at 
York-road, on Sunday, 14th February; two 
sermons were preached by Mr. Bedingfield. 
The morning-'• was an encouraging dl•course 
to both teachers and friend•. On Monday 
n public tea was provided for the children 
and friends, numbering about 120, aftel' 
which, a public meeting was lield, when 
prizes were awarded to the children by the 
pastor, and addresse.• delivered by Messrs. 
J, Bedio~field, J. lllarsball (of Norwich) 
and J. Muskett (pastor). A cheering letter 
was read from Mr. A. G. Gray (of London), 
to the teachers and cbi!Jren, be being unable 
to attend. The report being read, showed 
the school w89 improving in usefulness and 
that Christian love and unity continue to 
hind us together. Financial statement 
showed a balance in bend of £,'3 0s. 7d. The 
children sang heartily suitable hymus, and 
after a very happy evening, closed by singing, 
"Blessed Jesu•, ere we part." Collections 
amounted to .£2 0s. ld,-M. A. P., Super
intendent. 

HACKNEY.-We have received "The 
First Annual Report or the Mothers' Meet
ing, in connection with Trinity Chapel, 
Devonshire - road, Hackney." No better 
work in connection with the Gospel can be 
done, and much prosperity attends ii. The 
lady superintendent, Mrs. Vaughen, 2, 
Darnley-road, Hackney, will gladly furnish 
further information. Happy must the pnstor 
be to wbom such an help-meet is given; end 
•cripturally, experirnentellv, end socially 
blessed ar~ all those kind friend~ who rally 
round such a centre of true !l'Odly fruit· 
beariDII', This is the "fast," Isaiab salth, 
"the Lord requiretb," 
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MR, HERRINO'8 RECOONITION AT 
NOTTING HILL. 

( Continued f•·om page 05.) 

These are hl;i aoswers lo the questions put 
to him:-

" MY CAJ,L BY GRACE, 

" My first Impression lo dlvloe thiogs 
wu received In ·the Suoday-school; I wa_• 
very fond of the late James Well•' mloistry, 
allhoue;b not more than eight years old; my 
mother being one of his oldest members. It 
was not until I was an apprentice tl1Bt J 
realised the full pardon of my sins. Ooe 
day I was wrestlioe; with the Lord for mercy 
when all of a sudden It seemed as though 
the dear Lord Jesus was visibly preseot with 
me, aod said, 'Thy sios which are maoy are 
all forgiveo.' It ls imfossible to describe the 
oy that filled my sou . In the strength of 

this blessed maoifestatlon I weot for some 
time, attendiog Mr. Wells' mioistry, walkiol!" 
every Sunday morniog from the North of 
Loodon to the old Surrey Taberoacle. Some 
little time after this I became exercised about 
the ministry, although quite a boy. A 
singular circumstance bappeoed to me at 
this time, aod was repeated several times. 
While reading my pocket Bible a verse fixed 
itself upon my mind, and divided itself into 
several beads, which I enjoyed very much 
meditatinj!" upon during the week; on the 
following Sunday, to my great surprise, Mr. 
Wells took that verse for hi:1 text, and divided 
it exactly as it bad been to me during the 
previous week. 

"In 1857 I wrote to Mr. Wells, telliog 
him I should like to be haptized and join the 
Church; but before this took piece I was 
removed in providence into South Wales, 
and was therefore unable to carrv out my 
intention. My going into Wales· was the 
beginning of spiritual trouble to me; there 
being no place of truth within reach; the 
general Baptist Chapel being the best I 
could find : sometimes it was free grace, 
sometimes it was free will, and sometimes 
all mixed together. This brought me into 
bondage of soul, wbir.b lasted for seven years: 
the reading of God':1 Word was neglected
! got so that I was afraid to pray, those 
;words terl'ifyiog me whenever I attempted, 
• The prayer:1 ol the wicked are an abomioa
tioo tu the Lord.' 

"Jn God's provideoce was brought back 
to the West-eod of London, and walking 
down Oxford-street onedav, l saw the ootice
board of Soho Chapel, and at once remem
bered that somelimes my late dear mother 
had attended there. Next Suuday I weot 
there, and ultimately took sitliog•, during 
the lime of our late brother Pell's ministry 
th_ere. After attendlnl(" Soho some time, 
Wllhout any real benefit, I was agaio re
moveci io pl'ovidence to Hij?hgate, and found 
out Little Zoar, Werlmore-street: while 
attending there, Mr. Waterer came as a 
suprly, and he was the means of setting my 
sou nt liberty from the words, • Unto yon 
therefol'e which believe, He is precious.' I 

)
was so filled with joy that I have no recol
ectlon bow I got home. Somelime after 

this a private hou9e wBS opened for preach in 11; 
on Hornsey-rlse, and Mr. Waterer was the. 
mlnf•ter: ultimately a Church was fDTmerl, 
and I wae the first candidate for baptism 
and membership. 

"MY CALL TO THE WORK OP THB 
MINISTRY. 

" I was very deeply exercised at this time 
about the work of the minislry, but lelt 
overpowered with the awful responsibility 
of a minister of the Go•pel. This led me to 
incessant prayer, that if the Lord intended 
me for His work, He would make it manifest 
to me in some special way. It effected me 
so that I could not rest night or day-it was 
like a fire in my bones. One day I was 
walking to M uswell-hill on business ; I felt 
quite overpowered, &nd wrestled with God 
that, If He did intend me for Hi, work, He 
would give me a portion of His Word which 
should be such a plain direction from Him 
that I could not posaibly mistake it. I took 
my pocket Bible out and opened to these 
words, 'My sons, be not now neglil("ent (or 
margin, deceived),for the Lord hath chosen 
you to stand br,jore Him, to serve Him, and· 
that ye should minister unto Him, and 
burn inceose' (2Chl'on.uix. lll. Thesewords 
came with snch wonderfol power that I felt 
the Lord had answered my prayer-my heart 
was overflowin11; with praise to His great 
name. But, Gideon like, I was not satisfied 
with even this. I begged the Lord that, if 
He had chosen me to se:ve Him, He would 
give Mr. Waterer a text on purpose for me 
the next Sunday, and that He woull lead 
him to give me a word of direction from 
Himself. On the next Sunday evening Mr. 
Waterer took for bis text Matt. xxviii. 18-
20, sod dwelt almost entirely on the work of 
the ministry-the words coming with such 
power that I felt compelled to write to him 

. the next day and tell him how I bad been 
exercised, aod that was the first time I bad 
told anyone, 

"My first sermon was preached at ths 
Watch sod Clock Maker's Asylum, Colney 
Hatch, and, having obtained help of God, l 
continue unto this day, striving as far as in 
me lies to declare the whole counsel of God. 

":UY CONPESSIO!i OP F.\ITH. 

"I. I believe that the SPriptures, Old and 
New Testameots, are the Word of God, and 
the ooly rule of faith nod pratice. 

"2. I believe there is only one living aod 
true God, but that there nre three persons in 
the Godhead, the Father, the Soo, and the 
Holy Ghost-each persou being equally and 
properly God. 

" 3. I believe that God made man io Hi:1 
own image, holy, and C'apable of serviog and 
glorifying Him; but having sinned, all bis 
posterity io him fell, and became utterly 
depraved, losing both the will and the power 
to serve God acceptably. 

"4. I believe that before the world was 
created God did choose a people unto salva
tion, for Hi, name and glory's sake, whom 
in the covenant of grace, God the Father 
gave to His Son to redeem. The Son, 
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nccepting this gift, Rgreed in the fulneu of 
time to take upon FI Im our nRture, and to 
Fuff,r the full penRlty due to the •ins of the 
whole of the elect. That God the H olv 
Gho•t entered into that covenant. compact, 
B~rPein!l' thet everyone of the elect PO re
dei!med by God the &n, He would quicken 
Into newne•• of llfe-thet by His power they 
,bould be born from above, and made wlllin11: 
to •eek for God'• pardonioi;1· mercy, Rnd that 
He would see eeC'h and everyone ,afe home 
lo glory. • 

"5. I believe Rt the appointed time our 
Lord Jesus Christ ceme in the flesh, did 
suffer the full penRlty due to the oins of Hi• 
people, that He died instead of His Church 
and for His Church, and that His death Is 
eftertuel to the ealvation of His elect and 110 
one else. 

"6. I believe that the justification of Gorl's 
·elect is entirely throul!'b the merit, of the 
rip;l,t.eousneS!' of Christ. 

"7. I believe tl,at the work of regenera
tion, com•ersion, sanctification, and faith is 
not an act of man's free-will and power, but 
·of the mighty irresistible grace of God the 
Holv Ghost. 

"B. I believe thPre will be a resurrection 
of th• deed. both of the just and unjust, and 
that et the judg-ment day the one will f,l'0 
ewey into everlasting- bliss end the other 
into everlasting punishment. 

9. " I believe thet the onl)· water haptism 
in the New Testament is believers' baptism 
b)' immersion. and thet it is incumbent upon 
-every believer in Christ to be so immersed in 
the name of the Father, the Soo, end the 
Hol~· Gbost. and that after they heve so 
made e public profession of 1hei~ faith io 
Christ and love to Him, 1hev should be 
received into the full commui1ion of the 
Church of Christ, and no one refu,iog to 
-obev this commend •hould be allowed to 
per"toke of the Lord's Supper. 

"10. l belie,•e tbet although' goot.l works' 
cannot help our salvation, ~·et ar~ e-sentially 
necessa~· to manifest the eflect produt'ed by 
the grece of God upon our hearts-not only 
bestowing upon us the grace of repentance 
on account of our sins, but also the earnest 
desire to forseke 1bem, and 1hat henceforth 
-our lives should be wholly devoted to God 
that men may see our j!'Ood works and 
i:lorify our Fa1her which i• io heaven." 

STONEHOUSE, DEVON.-DEAll 
B110TH P.R,-1 thank you for your kind 
notice of our movement at Stonehouse. I 
trust ir may bear fruit io •ympathy and 
help to the ceuse of truth. Our Restora
tion Fund is within a few shillings of 
£150. Since I wrote you a kiod lady bu 
-offered, aod we have accepted, a loan of 
£100 11• long a• we rfquire it. We held 
our first public serdee in Ehenezer on 
Vl'ednesday evenine-, Pehruar~• 24; a prayer 
meetrng and •bort •ermon by the pa•tor; 
afrtr whicl, we held a Church-meeting, 
rel'.eived the report of the building com
m1tlee, &c., giving authority to the pestor 
and the treasurer to sif,l'n a contract to 
..-epoir and restore the chapel for the sum 

of £255. We hRve thus, R• R Church, taken 
le11:•l po••e••lon, end we hof,e enrl,v In July 
we •hell have our re-open njf. It will he 
quite e new departure for lhe Stl'lct linptlsts 
at 8tonehou•e; mav the Lord'• pre•ence and 
power be known and fell In a re,•ival of love 
of the truth In our midst I• I lrnow the 
earne•t pnyer of many souls. Truth has 
Indeed fallen In the streets In the thre,, 
town•, hut J doubt not there are many 
scatterer! and hidrlen ones who still love the 
old path• and desire to wnlk therein. My 
eongN>getion I• R gathering of remnants 
from Trinity, How• street, old Ebeuezer 
Mount Zion, Devonport, end It rPjoiee• m; 
heart to be the bumble inslrumeut of 
~therinir and feedin~ the ecattered ones of 
the floek of slaughter. The first time I 
broke bread with them we were only eight 
souls (seven years ego thh mc,ntb, March)• 
at our first prayer meetin1t we hod only 
eight per$0ns, we ilave nnw nearly forty 
member~ and communicantF; our hope is 
that at Ebenezer others may come and help 
us. £8 bas come In this week.-I remain 
yours in Him, WM. Taonu N, 2, Dur11ford'. 
etreet, Stonehouse. 

REPORT OF KILBURN', EBENEZER, 
DOltCAS AND DISTRICT VISITING 
SOCIETY. 
BELOVED CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-We 

,·ery heertlly 11Teet you on this interesting 
occasion, the first anniversary of thi• Society, 
and earoestly hope this meeting may be the 
heppy beginning of many more to follow, 
until we are favoured to join that assembly 
where: coogregations ne'er break up, and 
when we, too, hope to unite with those who 
are gone before, and are now around the 
Throne of God. 

We ask you, upon taking a retro•pect of 
its firet year's work, to unite with u• to mag
nify the Lord, and exalt His name together, 
for " the Lord bath done great things for uF, 
whereof we are glad." 

Depending upoo the help of their faithful 
and unchanging Friend, your committee 
fir•t met for work on February 2nd, 
1885, end ir the little society, now twelye 
monthP old, cannot say much for its 
growth and progress, yet thi• we can 
eflirm, the Lord bath crowned it with 
lovingkindne!l!I aod tender mercies; a•, 
on the little one'• first attempt 10 walk, it 
only feels safe while the parent's bend is 
near to uphold, so your committee started 
fully conscious unless they were upheld and 
guided hy the handufJehovah, and crowDed 
with His ble"Biog, all their efforts would be 
vain. 

To some present, It will be necessary to 
explain the name and three-fold benefits the 
the Society pray to be enabled to carry out. 
And can we have a better ,teff upon which 
to f,l'O forward io the year before us than 
callinj!' to mind the meny Ebenezers of the 
past, and gratefully acknowledge," Hitherto 
bath the Lord helped us." 

This name, "Ebenrzer," hos often stirred 
on the sometimes weary feet, and when 
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dliflcultle• nppenr lo the WRV hM been 
meen• of eocourngemenl still to press 
beflPvlnir 

•• He thM h~th help ·•I "" hitherto, 
Will help us &II 011r Journ•y through, 
And daily A"lve us CAU""P, to r,alsP, 
New F.hcmezers' to HIA pro.lee '' 

the 1 

on, I 

The nnme Uorc11-~ wlll need no Jotrorluc
tlon, the one who hore that name being 
almost universally known, and whose deed• 
we desire to imitate lo tbh locality by making 
gorments for the poor. 

Coming to the dlslrict visiting port of our 
work: we here emb1·ace th~ younf{ nod the 
age,I the sick anrt destitute. In the maternal 
brau~h, b•fil'• of linen, supplied with grocery, 
and a sum of money, ore provided for the 
needy; seven of eucb cnses received help 
during the past year. The Society has also 
afforded relief in articles of food, nourisb
m,ot, medicine nod clothing. 

Whilst help for the body has been the 
means of openicg the way, and the recipient's 
hearts have been made glad and their need• 
supplied, their spiritual welfare is sought 
after and o hearty invitation is given them to 
attend the House of the Lord, and we rejoice 
to sav, in some instances, this hos led to a 
regular attendance on the means of grace, 
and the prayer of those eogagetl in the work 
is that the Lord may meet with them 

Some to whom your Society bas afforded 
relief have already passed beyond the reach 
of human aid. May this stir us onward, 
knowing we too are mortal, and ere long 
the piece that knowetb us now shall know u, 
no more for ever, remembering the word• of 
the Master. "The poor ye have el ways with 
you,'' which the su!'roundings of this Chapel 
will clearly convince the aub•cribers of this 
Society of its truth, and the relief you may 
enable the commitlee to convey to these 
house• of poverty aD!I sickness will be most 
gratefully received. 

The number of cases which the Society 
have assisted during its flr.,t year is ninety
two, and the total amount received being 
£2319,. 3J. 

Your committee desire very sincerely to 
thank the friends at Mount Zion, Hill-slreet, 
for the donation of £10. 

In our asking your aid we would remin,t 
you of our great Exam pier" who went about 
doing good," nod in our daily life, may we 
eac I seek to do Hi• will by conifortiog nod 
cheerinit the pathway of the same class as 
the Master Himself was so frEquently found 
with-the poor and.afflicted. . 

The members of the committee are, Mrs. 
J. Harri,, (president): Mrs. J. Axtell, 
(trensure1·); Mi,s Bereham, (sec~etary); 
Mrs. Broad nod Mrs. Blnckmeer. 

To the EJito,- of tll• " Earthe11 Ves,el." 

DEAR MR, BANKs,-Since you received 
my ln,t cummunica1ion it has Ileen my plea
sure and 1>rivilege to :-ead the March number 
ol Cheering Words. Truly, that little book 
h~s not it• name for nothing, but is a budiret 
of" cheeriug words.'' I am sorry to •ee you 
etill sutler so much from b1•onchial affliction, 

but very glatl the Lord still blesses you and, 
en&ble• you to u•e your/en, and tell of the 
w&y He has led you, an of His goodness to 
you. We are very glad, little by little, you 
are telllog us about your own history. From 
wh&t we have read of it, we must conclu,le 
you have passed through many, many trials, 
but up to the present the Lord bes upheld 
Y?U, and still yoa may sing, with death in. 
111ew,-

" How ca.n I sink with i;iuch a prop 
As my elernaI God?., 

Then, dear •11:ed brother, you know not how 
many of God's tried people have received 
heneflt (by 1he sanctifying influmee of the. 
Spirit) from yonr sufferings. Paul seirl he 
was made all thin!!"• to all men, and some
times we think God's ministers have to be-

,, Lee.rning !ong hefoT'C they're preaching: 
Li~teniog long b~forc r hey'r(' teaching. 

Suffering before thE-y siO!!','' 

in order that when they attempt to speak to 
people there may be a oneness of feeling; anrl 
thus through the experience of one many 
may be comforted. Still by you and through 
you may many of God's people receive com
fort; may He use you still es an instrument 
for fi(OOd, and all the glory be to Him to 
whom alone it is due. 

Very glad your 80th birthday found your 
mind active and useruI. Trust your remain
ing ilay• may be made very happy by ·the 
smiles and presence of the Sun of Righteou,
ne;s. 

March 14 was a happy day al Stoke Ash. 
A Mr. Garrard, fro:n Stowmarket, preached 
to us, in sweet and simple form, the grand 
old Gospel. Weak believers were en
couraged, many felt it good to be there, and 
were constrained to bless the Lord for the 
message His servant was enabled to deliver. 
The Lord bless His own word, and cause it to 
be very fruitful. The Lord bless you, dear 

• brother, abundantly. So prays 
Yours in Jesus, 

- P. BARRELL, 

Brai,ewortb, Eye, March, 1886. 

TOTTENHAM-HIGH CROSS.-On 
February 2ht. the first anniversary of the 
Sunday School was held, Mr. Flack preached 
in the morning from Psa\m :xe. 16-17. It! 
the afteruoou, the children recited and re
ceivetl their prizes from the pastor, who aho 
preached in the evening. On the 23rd, in the 
afternoon, Mr. Wintersdiscoursed on'· Christ 
i• all in ell." Mr. Wakeland presided in the 
evening. The report shows that the school 
which started with 8 scholars ha• now 70, al
though they hnvelost theirsecretaryand three 
teaehers. The chairman advised the teachers 
to lead and teach the children and not to 
preAcb to them. Mr. Boulton moved the 
adoption of the report, which Mr. Flack ably 
secontled. Mr. House's motto for the 
teachers for the ensuiug year, was " Be no! 
weary in well ,loing,'' The meeting was 
afterwards ·addressed by Me.srs. Kin~ston, 
Wilemon and Winters. We were f,(latl to see 
.!\Ir. T. House able to stand and speak after 
sitting to preach for 12 montbs.-H. D. B. 
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1-:DITORS WHO HAVE LEFT THE 
CHAIR.-No. IV. 

Times were when only men of letteni did 
,presume to ,it In eeat• Nqulrlng brain
power, knowledge, thought, and an aptneiis 
to wing away the qulll, ronveying the wl1-
dom of the mind. 

Now, nuy hl(l an Pilitor CRD bP, 
Who. with ftCi~P.nr!<. Jrllm. A.n<l <'Unning, 

CR.n "·it,h hi,- nei@ hhonre' f!lock make free. 

If it were po..,.ible to bring my irrAndfather 
(from turning his old wooden printin11;pre!l•) 
into the machine-room& of the IJaily Tele

·graph, and t-0 witness the flying off" of 
hundreds of thou,ands in leM time than he 
could print a quire, methinks be would 
stand aghast! Yes! the proi.re.ssof the print
inl!" and publisbinll,' branches is astounding to 
men who came into this world in the earlv 
years of the present century. I have lived, 
In II clear recollection, under the reij!'n of 
"four sovereigns. The piou• olrl Kini!,' 
George II r. had Ion,: been on the throne of 
Enirland, when I was a boy in the Cran
brook chur~h-yard printing office; end that 
his fourth of June blrthdAV should be ushered 

·10 with the merry peals of the beautiful ei11:ht 
in the opposite gigantic ~teeple, wa• bailed 
with much delight and cheerful pleasure. 
-One dey the big old tenor tolled out the tale, 

"E:.ING GEORGE III. IS DEAD'' 

King-s in 1 he dust mui;;t lay, 
This debt we all muet po.y, 

Ob: nre we well preparEd? 

Then George IV. had a short •itting as 
'king. When our Queen's uncle died
William IV.-" the sailor king" they celled 
him. I was in London on business, and saw, 
1md • beard, thet once happy minister, Dr. 
Dillon, preach a funeral sermon for William 
IV., from the words:-

" THERE IS ANOTHER JUNG, ONE 
JESUS.'' 

Theo came the •plendid "Victoria," whose 
royal jubilee- fifty years weario;r the Eng
lish crown-is this year to be celebrated. 

It is fifty years ago that Dr. M oleswortb 
came to the front as an erlitor. Up to that 

• period the Church of England had no cheep 
weekly issue. At that period, when I was 
thirty ye11rs in this world, and bad the oole 
and entire management of the news office, 
hound to produce two papers every we€k-at 
that ever busv time, the idea of publishing 
the Penny Sunda.y Reader came into the 
heed of Dr. Molesworth. AnJ he wa.~ a 
quick man; he never walked slowly ; he 
never wrote deliberately; he was oo man to 
l,esitete or pause; be was the rector, or 
"icar, of St. Martin's, oo the borders of the 
city of Canterbury. 81. Martin's is said to 
be the oldest Cburch in this kingdom. 

I bed the honour of printing the Penny 
Sunday Reader. the first Church of Eog-
1..and cheap weeklv ever issued. Pioneer 
egeio; one huodreJ pounds was put into my 
pocket lo come to Loudon, to purchase oew 
types, cases. presseii, and ell the oeces>ary 

material; which I did to lhe perfect. sallF
factlon of 1111 p11rtles; and hundred& of thou-
1and• of that new llllle 16 pa11:es, fool•cap 
octavo. did we produce. The Penny Sun
day Reader met with II wonderful recep. 
lion; and I have he11rd It helped to 11,'8t for 
its editor the rich llvlnll,' of Rochdale, which 
living Dr. Molesworth held until ~ailed from 
thl•, to u•, uncertain dwelllng-plece. Dr. 
Molesworth was a busy man, and In m;v 
occasional calls to Rochdale, I henrd him 
spoken of reiipectfullv, although hi, path 
throull,'h life WRS not a)way• "he.Irle the still 
waters." He was the author of II work OR 
the typl~el character of Isaac ; and hi• 
weekly expositions of the collect•, the epistle•, 
and the Gospels, In the Penny Sunday 
Render, indicated a mind thoughtful on the 
highe~t themes. The great puritan saJs 
the profession of godliness be• two ends to it. 
With some, self is the first eod, God the la$t, 
With the truly sinirle-eyed righteous to 
honour Goo Is the first end, and self is the 
last. Let us try end welp;h our motives end 
Rscertein, if possible, whether to exalt Christ, 
or to 1erve self, is the first ruliog- power. 
Dr. Molesworth bas left the chair, the pulpit, 
the Church on eertb, and all below. He did 
work while it was called II to-day." The 
night of death came, end his voice was beard 
no more. "All flesh Is grass," onlv God's 
Word endarelh for ever. "Oh ! oh!" mv 
soul would cry more Intently, "to be found 
in Christ, while we live, when we depart, 
and for ever. Amen."-C. W. B. 

DALSTON.-The meeting held at Forest
road, on Tu~day, M11rch 2nd, to celebrate 
the 2bt annivers11ry of the opening of thi, 
place of wor<hip. Mr. Porter occupied the 
chair, and after prayer by Mr. Taylor, Mr. 
.rames, a deacon, read a statement to the 
following effect taken from the minute book 
of the Church. It eeys : " The Lord moved 
the heart of brother Dearsley to do somethiog 
for Him in Dal$ton over 22 year• ago ; 21 
year& ago he built and opened this place, 
Mes•rs. Ander&on, Bloomfield, Dickerson, 
Hazleton, Higham and Milner officiating. 
Seven teen were united in Church fellowshlp 
end Mr. Dearsley wa1publlcly recognised the 
pastor, labouring and preaching ns such for 
19"years. Since then, by the help of the Lord, 
the pulpit he1 been ~upplied by various 
preacl.iers. Prom the commencement of the 
cause till now 103 members have been 
received: 30 names are on the roll nt the 
present time. Through the mercy of the 
Lord, the preeent year hfgins a little more 
cheering, our brother Porter having accepted 
e six month•' lovlte with a view to &ettle
men t : the Word preached by him has been 
well ·received, and indication• ere not want
ing of :future prosperlty ; lhe atteodance Is 
helter end Sunday rnhool h11s been re-opened, 
with a;Bible-cl11ss conducted by Mr. Porter. 
Good sound scriptural addresses were de
livered by Messre. Dearslev, J. E. Elsey, 
Sears, Box and West, of Erilh. The 
beautiful little sanctuary was quite full, the 
brethreo Broadbridge endlBiggs assisted, and 
all united in praillin11: Ood.-J. W. B. 
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11 COMFORT YE ONE ANOTHER." 
., Wn know we he.ve peA'2P-d rrom clea.th nnto 

life becamm we love the brethren.'' 

[The rollowlng nofc I• c1tlcntated to calm n 
1 ronbted hrUL,t, •• well n• the poor soul It was 
,onl to.] 

DBAR BELOVBDBROTHER,-1 received 
our kind favour through Mr. Hall, your 

!uendont, Rod wa• Indeed •orrv to beer of 
the deRlh of your beloved son, Robert. l have 
no doubt but you fell 11-• Joh rlld when be 
crled out, " My Plroke I• hravier than I can 
beer." I re~elved the Feb. number• of the 
EARTHBN Vesa&L end Cheering Words, 
and felt relieved when I BRW you were eome
w~at better ood •o for able to p.ttend to 
the work of editor end dl~pen,er of temporels 
for the Lord'• poor. It did my heart real 
good to read your addreea for the new year 
in the Jan. and Feb. number• of the VB&BEL. 
Jlfay the Lord continue you In your work 
and labour of love for many years yet to 
come. He bas brought you through fire 
and flood with honour and eafety. He 
hos kept Hie word, " As thy day so 
shall thy strength be." If heaven and 
earth should pass away, as He •oys it 
will with o great nol•e. But He bas sworn 
by Himself, of which He could swear by none 
11reater, that we mia-ht have strong consola
tion; we that have fled for refug-e. The only 
consolation we can have in the Gospel is 
Christ's finished work, and God's immutable 
purpose and promise,, from and before the 
foundation of the world, revealed in His 
Word, and taught and experienced In the 
heart by God the Eternal Spirit. Nothing 
can satisfy the tremblln11; _sinner passinir 
through the waters of affliction, but resting 
and trustinir by faith upon the God Man, the 
11ediator, Jesus Christ, the Fil"l't and the 
Last. The Lord, my dear brother, bas not 
forgolten you, for He cRme Himself, and bas 
taken your beloved wife to be for ever with 
Him; for He said, If I JtO away, I wiil come 
ag-ain, that where I am there ye may be also. 
Then He came and took vour dear afflicted 
sister to be for ever with the Lord. And 
agai~ He bas vhited your family, and taken 
to Himself your beloved son, and likewise He 
bas heavily afflicted you. But David sRirl it 
was good for him to be afflicted. And J obn 
said, in the Isle called Patmos, He laid His 
Tight hand upon me. And you have never 
known, or beard, If you •earch from Gene,i• 
to the Revelation, of ever a wronit band 
beinll' laid by the Father of mercies upon one 
of His children, or servants. MRy the Lord 
enable you, my dear brother, to realise in 
your own soul the words spoken to His 
alfllcted servant Jeremiah, "I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love, and with 
lovingklndness have I drawn thee." Shall not 
~be God of all the earth do right? He that rules 
(D the armies of heRven, and amona-st the 
inhabitants of the earth. There is nothing too 
~ard for the Lord. He may even shew you 
in the present life that He has done all things 
well, and If through weakness of faith and 
odur vision being obscured, seeing we are but 

ust and ashes. He h11S told us what we 

know not now, we shall know hereafter. We 
must remember backward, •• well a• we 
ofren slide backwards. We must remember 
the hill Mlsor, our Bethel•, our Ebenezers, 
our great deliverances, His kind providence,. 
His watchful care over u•, His restraining 
11,"rRce over u•, when we were yet in our sins. 
Oh, that we may be enabled to bless the Lord 
to~ether, that He has called usont of nature's 
darkneM Into His marvellous light, tau11;ht 
u• by the Holy Gho•t sent down from heaven 
into our hearts. We b11ve not been lef1. to 
wallow in Arminianism, nor settle rlown in 
cold dry doctrines. But we are living and 
pravinp;, and trustiop;. and ore .. ing forward, 
to ihe mark of the praise of our hiirb callinl,I" 
in Chrht Jesus the sinner's Friend. Ah, 
dear brother, He has been a friend to me in 
all lands, where in His providence I have 
been called to tread. He i• a friend at •II 
times and in all places, and under all circum
•tanc~s. And the best of it ia He will be our 
Friend for ever and ever. May the Lord be 
with you in your room, and in your bed, and 
in your closet, and be with you in a dyina
bour. Believe me to remain, your's •incerely 
and truly in the best bon~s.-CHARLES 
GllAHAM, U.S.A., New York, February 
15th, 1886. 

HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS. -The 
friends in connection with the Zion Chapel 
Sunday-school, Bridge-street, desiring to 
reduce the debt on the school buildings, belil 
R public tea on Monday, March 8. The 
school-room was well filled, and in the 
eveninp;, in the chapel, a good company 
11:atbered to listen to a service of song, given 
by the singing class, under the direction of 
Mr. A. Deane, the connective portions being 
recited by the mem hers of the class in ~uch 
a manner that showed their interest in the 
service. Mr. W. E. Palmer, pastor, occupied 
the chair, and at the close a colleclion was 
taken, which, with donations, &c., amounted 
to over ,£18. 

TOTTENHAM.-Tbe Church meeting 
at Welbourne Hall ha.• formed a Building 
Committee, and startP.d a. fund with the 
object of procuring a piece or freehold land, 
anJ ereclinir thereon a suitable place of wor
ship. The Hall at present occupied, though 
well situated, being only held for a short term, 
and the entranre to it being most objection
able. Contributions will he thankfully re
ceived hy Mr. Drew, Junr., 30, Lordsbip
lane, Tottenham; Mr. William MacDonald 
Olengarry, Lower Edmonton; or Thomas 
House, 37, Welbourne-roa,I, Tottenham, or 
any of the Committee.-THOMAS HousB, 
Pastor. 

PEOKHAM-RYE.-At Zion. Heaton-road, on 
Tuesday, March 23, Messr~. And,,.rson, Box, J. 
TT. Lynn, Reynolds, W. K. Squirrell, :\Jarsh, 
Thomo.s, Howard, Kemps ton, and others. met 
at a. public meeting to cheer and encourage the 
Church under the trial tbrough which the.v are 
passing. The gracious prf'sc□ ce or the Lord 
was reali3ed, a.n<l all seemed to sa.y, "lly soul 
•ball pr:ty lor Zion still.'" It ,vas good to b~ 
\here. 
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@nr iiomhet1mu. 
DEATH OF ll!R. LEE, OF ALDERSROT. 
DEAH :Mn. BANKs,-Beln11 aware yon recently 

J:l1'•8"d through the trial of looinit your son by 
death, nnd having !ll!nce yC'lnr trinl bren ea.llcil 
to pnlte through n 1nmtl&r hf're&vomcmt., I hRYO 
roeoJ'{"ed to inform you of a. few partlcnlArA. 
My Fon wn~ he whoAe name ba.q appea.rod on the 
Y'ESBEL wrapper for Aome ycRrs. Fire I, as eup
plying nt nuious pince~ in Devon, Exeter, anrl 
cl~whcre: mo,e r,c-r.otly at CricklAdA, in 
Wiltshire: Harlle)"-row, &c. Ho /lid epe•k •t 
Park-lane Baptist chapel, Farnham. His la
bours are o'er; the Lord took him to HlrueeH 
nfler very great suffering. He died on JannRry 
~4. 1886, h avlng a widow- and three children, 
'\\"ltb mJA(llf and fan,il:r, to mourn our lo~e, 
wllich we ft'f:11 a.senred ie his @Ain. How truo 
the! word.II;:. '· For My thongbts rare not yonr 
thougbu. neither arc your "'aye My wayti:, ~a.it h 
the Lord.'" 

Having n E-on and two O&ughte1 s that can 
nelrher bear nor speak, I hRve been Jooking to 
my dear depnrted •on ns be who would be able 
to open bi• month tor them when I shall ho 
i,ilent in death. In tb1s matter, a.~ in ma.ny 
others as t-0 the tbin(I• of this life, n,y hope bas 
been cut off; a.s to 1he things of et, rnity, my 
hope abideth in the blood and righteoaenees of 
the dear Redeemer. My son ''he.s nnt atta.lnP-d 
the )'ears of his fa there," beiug celled up bighrr 
hetore be reached bi• 34th year. 

Hs."ing been to ~peak at Hartley.Tow, on 
returning it came on to ra.in, e.nd )ie got vrr.v 
wet. !Ie took eold; congestion of the lnngs 
followed, and he was again at the point of 
<lentil: but after being oot of bis mind for some 
da,s, the Lord was pleaaed to raise him up once 
more. He went to oar native pla.cr, the South 
of Uc'"on. and after remaining some timP. 
returned 'here, e.ud continued uo til tbe Lord 
took him. 

The fnnrra.l scr't"ice we.s conducted by Mr. 
Yldborst. of Huugry-bill. I am thaokful to 
the Lord for lbc kindness He led His paople to 
show to botll ourselves and to him, including 
Farnham friends and frienCs herei a.ho to Mr. 
B0nney, of Guild.for<). I &m, your fellow. 
labourer in the kingdom and pe.tience of J;e~usJ 
-WILLIAM LEE. 

From Pulbe.m-St.-Mary, Norfolk, brother B. 
Taylor writes :-'' I have JuE-t buried one mem• 
ber. wbo died iu rbe Lord, and now 1here is 
ano'ther I have to bury to.morrow, an excellent 
brother I be.ptized rua.oy years ago, who was a 
seal to my ministry when I p1 ea.ched one day 
by the roadside in the p&risb of Tlvetsba!l
namely, Robert Le.nd1 aged 72, who bas been a 
member with us 41 years. The other, Mrs. 
:Mory Ano Por•.er, baptized iu l 881. Robort 
Land was all along a warm-hearted Christian, 
e. spiritual man, and one who paEsed through 
great trials all bis life long. He died rather 
suddenly. Mrs. Potter ,aid she wa.s loogiog for 
the ruinute 10 come to depart out of this world, 
sayiog she was uot afraid to die. She said ebe 
bad l.Le.G. 5weet -prayer meetmgs between God 
and herself, wb-hing her lol"e to be given to an 
tbe friend~. Her l&et words were, 'Lord, 
re:cE:ire mr spirit.' For 60lll~ time before Ehe 
died she WLJS led to examme herEelf very 
c1o~c;ly ,af; 10 tbe gerauincuese of Uer religion, 
feariug :-he might be deceived after a!J. The 
Jaet words friend Land said to me were, 'Cb11et 
is tbe cbief fc,od on the Gospel table.' He was 
ofleu mucb L1eesed under the Word. Brolhr'r, 
I aw buryini, all my old friends at home, while 
! aw lusiug all my old friends abroad." 

TLe.t •• buru ., aod Lrilliant orator, as an advo
cate for toLal abstiueoce. John B. Gough, wa.1:1, 
on February Ii. pouring forth eloquent streams 
LO cleanse awa.v the poison from the peopl~, 
when a stroke:: ss.id e. eolemn ••Amen" to all l.JlB 

public speRklng here. The:, require no p•r•ua. 
dore to temperance in the heaven or holy love 
nod liro, hence Oougb may n!l!t for ever. But 
,,..e RSk In another pal!", '· What WAS the l&t; 
,John B. !lou~hl Esq.?" 

Ae a man &ut1 RA n m1nletC'r, In hl!il own spber<' 
Myrtlc•~tr<'~t, Ll'\"erpor,1. h&.ll a bold reprc~enta: 
tfye in tb<·ir pn~tn1·, Hugh Stowell Drowne. 
Ono Friday, last Februnr.1•, be was selz,d with 
blcecllng rrom the nose. All lhat remiLinrd of 
~nch A robust frame, hnrl, tu a. few c1ay"1-, to he 
Jatd In the grave. ~o Hldden ceme hie end, that 
m11ny exclnlmc1, "1'ruly1 in the midst of life wo 
ar.,. In death." 

On December 23, 1885, Mr. H. Jocob, nged 7D, 
In Jovlog memory or Ellz,.betb Ruth. for 

nearly tblr, y-eoven yraro tbo hdoved wile or 
Sanrnd Palm<'r. or \Uchmonrl Ilonee, Shepper. 
ton. Middlesex, who departed this life, Feb. 
27, 1886, in the A3rd yoar ol her nRe, Lies in, 
!erred lo the cemetery at Shepperton antll tho 
coming of her Lord. 

At the Throe Conntlos Asylum, Alsey, Herts, 
on February 6, 1886, died Abel Brown. of Wat
ford, who tor slx:een ycnrs hRd fultbf,,IJv ful
flll•d the dntlee of & deacon to the Chu rob at 
Beulah. Re•peeled bv most, and loved by n,any 
who knew him, his dea• h, at the •ipening age of 
55, was deoply felt by all. Hie aouod and 
faithful talk, His measnred, consistent walk 
gn<o abtmdent evidence tbat hH talked and 
walked with God. He was called by grace under 
the mini~try or the la'e Mr. Hu,chinson, nt 
Bedmontl, Herts1 in 1868, and we.s baptized at 
Two IV&tcrs In 1860. Prior to his conversion 
he wa.~ an inveterato enemy to the Gospel o.nd 
those who profe,eed it, end n,ore especially the· 
Jlnptlsts; but it wa• among this section or 
Cb, istlan• that God l•ad prepa.rrd the weapons 
or spiritual warfare that were 10 break tb" stooy 
heart, bend tbo s, ubborn wlll, aod curb the 
'Violent pa.;:slons of one wbo1 like many otbere, 
bad vowed 1bo.•. como who.I would, he would 
never become a Cbri,1ian. Owing to the persun
oion of bis wife, he coneented to please her just 
tor once to go to cbar,el Instead of bis nsoat, 
Sunday walk. But that Just for once did it. 
God wa.s at work, the heart was prepo.red, tbo 
Reed was Eown; tbe blade, the ear, a.no then tbe 
full corn appeo.rrd In due time, and Abel B:own 
"as found profeselngtbe faith he once drslroJed .. 
Some Iii tie while aforr this the Provldeoce of 
Ood Jed him to Watrord, where be· nllimately 
became a n,cmber of the canse o.t Beulah, tben 
worshipping in a room in Queen.street. Ho was 
suboequently elecled to the deacono.te, which 
post be bonourabl_v sustaiued till it pleased the 
Lord to remote him. He was cnllcd to much 
pbyelcal suffering dnrlng tbe laet six yee.re, 
bemg snbJect to fits the first po.rt of this time, 
and nearly blind the remainder. In the month 
of September laot be sulie red very ,cverely 
from melltal derangement, and we.ssubsrquently 
removed to the place of bis ,Iecease. Oue very 
marked aod pleasing reaturo in bis a.fflictiou 
wss tbat be never losi confidence In God, and 
God was never unfo.i1hful to the promises, 
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peaco whose 
mind is stayed 011 TI.Jes.'' He was burlec.l at 
A.bbotts Langley 011 Feb. 10, wbcre a numero:is 
assembly, Including bis late pa.stor, Mr. Cl. 
Burrell, ga•hered round the grave to pay th<•ir 
last tribute of respect to bis memory. "The· 
memory of lbe Just is blessed."· 

Mr. H. T. Goluin@', so well koown to many or 
the Metropolitan and euburbftn Churches, 
entered upon bis rest on Sa.tnrday night,. 
Moreb 20. at five minute• past eleven at o'clock. 
Returned home Iron, his employmeut ou tho 
preT1ous Tburrday at1er110011, took to"hls bod on 
Frl1Ja.y, died on Sat11rday greatly beloved aod· 
highly estee1ued for bis w'orlt's ••ke, 

On Tbu,sday, March 18, Rt bis residence, Do 
Creaplgny Park, S.E, Dr. Charles S11>nlorll, pas
tor of Denmark-plo.ce Baptist chapel. 



dtgt Jate ~bitor of "~ge ®adgtn ID' easel." 
HIS LAST DAYS. 

DEAR FRIENDS,-A great deal of anxiety has been manifested by 
the friends to, and readers of, the EARTHEN VESSEL, as to its 

future welfare, as numerous letters from all parts of the country, as well 
as personal inquiries from staunch supporters of it testify. We our
selves share that anxiety ; and, if we depended on our own ability, onr 
anxiety would be greatl_y · increased, and we shouid soon begin to 
"tremble for the ark." We have felt the weight to be._ heavy and the 
responsibility great, but we have been enabled to take the whole matter 
to the throne of grace, praying the Lord to gaide and direct us. We 
have been helped to do so with some amount of faith. The thirty
seventh Psalm has been much upon our mind since we have been 
preparing for the May number, especially the fifth verse,-" Commit 
thy way unto the Lord ; trust also in Him." In humble dependence 
upon Him, we have committed oar way unto Him, and have acted thus 
far as we have felt and seen His hand directing us, not seeking our 
own benefit, but the honour and glory of His name and the good of 
His Church, and people. We can say conscientiously before Him, who 
knoweth the secret of all hearts, that in prosecuting our energies in 
connection with the EARTHEN VESSEL we have no selfish or sordid 
motive in view. From the very first number that was issued till the 
present, it has been our lot to make many sacrifices on its behalf. The 
VESSEL has been tossed about upon many a rough sea, and we have 
toiled hard under the direction of our late dearly beloved father to 
pull it through; we have tugged at the oar, hoisted a sail, and in many 
ways have done what we could, bnt we have never been at the helm to 
guide it. Our prayers have been that· the Lord would send us a man 
after His own heart with the gifts and graces of the Divine Spirit to 
help us. 

The May number for 1886 will l!>e the first, since number one was 
issued, on December 1st, 1843, that will not bear the initials C. W. B., 
which are known the wide world over, wherever there is a Strict Baptist 
cause. His memory is dear and sacred to us, and to many thousands 
who love the sacred and glorious truths of the everlasting Gospel. We 
purpose, in the strength of the Lord, to carry on every d1ipartment of 
the work in the same spirit as our departed and venerable father was 
favoured to do. Though he is gone to his much-longed-for rest, and 
relieved from pain, sorrow, anguish, and grief; yet the Lord liveth, 
and reigneth, and it is our consolation to know " He will do all His 
pleasure." The marrow and pith which 110 frequently ran through the 
Whole vein of the articles emanating from his prolific pen, will be 
missed; his occasional racy jottings and sometimes curious problems, 
which could only be solved by those whom it concerned, will ~ever more 
be seen; the brain that coined them, the heart that gave an 1mpetas to 
the hand that penned them is now silent, these trio of powers worked 
on and on and on until within a few hours of his decease. At 11 o'clock, 

VoL. XLII, Mu, 1886. K 
...... 
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on Thunday, March 25th, sitting up in hie bed, surrounded with letters 
pen, ink, and all the concomitants of an editor's room, he tried t~ 
write-he failed-and be then by word of mouth, as well e.s he could 
gave us instructions " not to omit from the VESSEL the notice of th~ 
effort to get up a testimonial for Mr. Parsons of Brentford." Thie was 
his le.st act, this completed bis work on earth, and then in five short 
boors the pulse that had be11.ten, the heart that had throbbed, the bead 
that had weathered 80 Summers' suns and stormy Winters ceased to 
be; two sharp, though short de11.th struggles, and the spirit fled from 
the little, frail bark-the soul, freed from its cage, took its flight to be 
for ever with the Lord. His intellect was bright and clear down almost 
to the last moment, but his mouth, nostrils, and every tube through 
which he breathed were so obstructed with phlegm that articulation 
was impossible. As regards the state of his mind we can only say that 
for the last two months he was kept in a frame of quiet resignation to 
the will of God. At one time he said to Dr. Atkins, "Am I dying?" 
The Doctor replied, "If you are, you a.re ready."-" And willing," was 
the response of the patient patriarch, who was gradually gathering up 
his feet in his bed. He held more spiritual converse with brethren 
J. E. Elsey and C. Gordelier than with any others who visited him. 

The last thirteen months of his life, wave upon wave of trouble of 
the most distressing character rolled upon and followed him till the end. 
When he lost his wife, he lost the best earthly friend he had for the past 
thirty years. From that time, till within two months of his departure, 
he was the subject of grave doubts and fears. In January last light 
broke in upon his soul, and he never more lost his hold, but felt that he 
stood firm upon the Rock, Christ J esns, 

To Mr. Jone.than E. Elsey he felt deep attachment, and often 
referred to the kindly spirit and actions which he (Mr. Elsey) mani
fested towards him. Their conversation was of such a truly spiritual 
character, that it cannot be better described than in the language of the 
two men of whom we read, who said, "Did not our heart burn within 
ns as He talked to us by the way." Perhaps our friend Elsey may 
favour us with a few jottings of his visits. 

Mr. Charles Gordelier, who had proved astaunch, unchanging friend 
for over forty years, was frequently in attendance upon him, and we 
shall ever owe him a debt of gratitude for his unparallelled acts of kind
ness to our late father, solely influenced by Christian love, which is 
known to but a few, and with him the deceased ma.de arrangements for 
his funeral service. 

Mr. Thomas Stringer saw our departed father three days before he 
"fell on sleep.'' A note from Mr. Stringer, with a notice of his last 
interview, reads thus:-

" DEAR BROTHER JoHN,-Your dear father's last words to me were, 
three days before his departure, thus: 'I thought I should have been 
out of this world a week ago. I am a perfect wreck. All I have done, 
written, or said, I set aside for Christ; but set Him aside for nothin~, 
I have long been a believer in Him. An horror of great darkness 1s 

come upon me. My hope entereth into that which is within the veil. 
I cannot talk now, I am too weak.' 

"I said, 'Shall I pray?' He replied, 'Yes.' I placed my head 
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against his, and felt sweet liberty at the throne. He squeezed my hand 
and said, ' Thank yon.' and we bid each other good-bye. 

"May my last end be like hie,' even eo.'-T. STRINGER." 

With few exceptions, all the members of the Church at Speldhnrst
road, at his own request, saw him, especially those in most humble 
circumstances. 

Charles Waters Banks il!I gone. He has not left behind him a 
fortune; that were impossible for a nature so constructed as was hie. 
In temporal things, himself and his family came second, a disposition 
which many could not coincide with. Bat he did not make, m('JU]d, or 
fashion hie own mind and frame. What he was by nature or by grace 
was due to the Divine, sovereign and pre-ordained will of the Great 
Almighty Maker of all things, by whom nothing is left to chance, and 
to whom none can say, "What doest Thou?" He conld no more help 
contributing the last piece of money he had in his possession to a 
wretched looking case, than he could help the construction of his own 
mind or body. In stature he was short (about 5-ft. 3-in.), he bad a 
·•JiLtle round head" (as the late James Wells need to call it), which was 
as wide as it was long, with a high forehead. The brain power of the 
'' little man" was marvellous and wonderfully great, the intellectual 
and sympathetic organs being largely in the ascendency. The most 
prominent faculty approaching to the animal, was that of jealousy; and 
this was predominantly set forth in defence of the truths and ordinances 
of the Gospel; and no doubt this organ, which was active and vivid till 
the last, made him look very shy upon any movement that was made in 
the Church of God that looked like an infringement upon the old recog
nised orthodox customs of the denomination.. We might mention 
several, bat we will only name one, and that was, of young "unrecognised'' 
ministers administering the sacred and solemn rite of the Lord's Supper. 
We share this feeling, although we would not raise the question. We 
are not going to say onr father was without failings, bnt look at him 
all round and we have no hesitation _in saying, yea, we will say, that 
Charles Waters Banks was the most wonderful man, advocating the 
distinguishing doctrine,s of grace, that lived in the present century. 
He came in with the first part of it (1806), and his name graces its 
annals, and will live on, and on, and on, till the last vessel of mercy is 
called home. We know not 4ow to stay the pen, bat we must draw to 
a close, and cannot do so better than in the following lines-

" Rest from thy labour, rest, 
Soul of the just, set free! 

Blest be thy memory, and blest 
Thy bright example be. 

Faith, perseverance, zeal, 
Language of light and power, 

Love, prompt to act and quick to feel, 
Mark'd thee till life's last hour. 

Now, toil and conflict o'er, 
Go, take with saints thy place: 

But go as each has gone before, 
A sinner, saved by grace." 

On Sunday evening, April 18th, Mr. Jonathan Ezra Elsey, a member 
of the deceased'e Church, delivered the funeral sermon in Speldhurst-
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road Chapel, to one of the largest audiences we have ever seen in the 
place. Funeral sermons have also been preached by Mr. Cornwell 
Brixton; Mr. Stringer, Artillery-street; Mr. Holden, Limehouse; Mr'. 
Cozens, Zoar, Ipswich; Mr. Charles Gordelier, Bethel, Waltham Abbey• 
Mr. Parnell, Pimlico; and Mr. Howard, Zion, Peckham. ' 

0 God! provide an Elisha for the mantle of Elijah; till then, grant 
us all needful grace and strength to do Thy will, prays your fellow 
pilgrim, JOHN WATERS BANKS. • 

The following account of 
THE FUNERAL, 

which took· place on Friday, April 2, 1886, has been written by a 
valued friend, and loving brother. The corlege left the residence of 
deceased at 12.30, consisting of a hearse and seven carriages, besides 
several private broughams and other vehicles, which were augmented 
at the Surrey Tabernacle. The hearse was preceded by two mourninO' 
coaches containing the ministers and friends who were to officiate. Th~ 
whole of the children of the deceased followed-namely, John Waters,. 
Charles Bart, and Samuel Banks, Mrs. Dunham and Mrs. Tehan; two 
brothers, Rev. ,John Waters and Mr. R. Y. Banks, of Egerton Fostal, 
Kent, also grandsons, R. F. and H. D. Banks, who were joined on the 
way to the cemetery by his eldest grandson, John Waters Banks and 
three great grandchildren, making the fourth generation present, with 
some more immediate friends. 

On arriving at the Surrey Tabernacle, kindly lent for the solemn 
occasion by the good deacons-who were themselves there, and with 
whom were about eight hundred relatives and friends seated to witness 
the sacred service-the coffin of polished oak, with plain 'gilt fittings, 
covered with wreaths of flowers, WBil placed beneath the pulpit upon 
trussels in front of the audience. According to the programme of the 
service Mr. Rundell, one of the deacons of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
announced in a bold but pathetic tone the well-known hymn, com
mencing:-

" How happy are the souls above, 
From sin and sorrow free ; 

With Jesus, they are now at rest, 
And all His glory see." 

Mr. Henry Myerson, pastor of the "Oval '' Chapel, Hackney-road, 
read the lesson (Psalm xc., and 1 Cor. xv. 1-34); and fervent prayer 
was offered by Mr. Bonney. It may be well just to state here that Mr. 
Banks, a little before his death, in the presence of several friends, 
requested Mr. C. Gordelier to speak over his remains, as he had known 
him so long, and could with feelings of safety leave his character with 
him and anything else be might have to say on the occasion. Agreeably 
to Mr. Banks's dying wish, Mr. Gordelier addressed the audience in 
the Surrey Tabernacle, from the annexed text, 

•· Know ye not that there is a prince and a great man fallen this day in Israc17" 
(2 Samuel iii. 38 ). 

Ko parallel can be made with the event under which these words were 
spoken, and the event under which we now meet, Yet it must be 
admitted that these words are strikingly appropriate to the character 
and decease of our friend and brother, Charles Waters Banks. We 
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Bre met on this solemn occasion not to glorify the man, bnt to glorify 
God in the man. And this will we do, if God permit, and if He shall 
be pleased to give ns His help and blessing. We will, therefore, apply 
these words to our beloved brother, 1st, as a Christian; 2nd, as a 
Preacher; 3rd, as an Editor; and 4th, as a Philanthropist. 

l. As a Christian. When God chose a people for Himself, He 
then blessed them with all spiritual blessinin1 in Christ, according a.~ 
they were chosen in Him: so, all that Charles Waters Banks was, as a 
Christian, first, when born into this world, and second, when made a 
spiritnal man, he was pedestinated thereto. God set him with the 
princes of Bis people, and truly, God by his gentleness made him great. 
You will say, this is a g(lneral truth and common to all the Lord'B 
people! It is so; but it is also special and particular too; for mark 
vou, there is in the order of God's Providence a certain distinction 
that characterises one man from another. And what is that distinction 
which marks one man from another? Just this: THAT WHEN GoD 
CALLS A MAN TO DO A WORK HE NEVER DID, HE GIVES HIM SUCH 
GRACE AB HE NEVER HAD. Now this truth is an azi·om too plain to 
be disputed, but apply it to our Brother Banks as a Christian, and that 
which is to follow, you will then see how oar text describes the man:
" Know ye not that there is a prince and a great man fallen this day in 
Israel?" 

2. As a Preacher of the Gospel. Be was a man of sterling truth, 
faithful to truth, faithful to his own convictions, and faithful to the 
messages he delivered to the Church of God. He was sound in doctrine, 
deeply experimental, and eminently useful in bnilding up the saints of 
the Most High. He was sharply tried in his spirit by many outward 
things, but evidently his deep sorrows, under the discipline of the 
divine hand, worked out in him that precious grace which brought so 
much consolation to so many wounded hearts, meeting their cases and 
thereby glorified God in him. Look at this fact, for it is well-known 
that as a preacher of experimental trnth there was not his equal in the 
large circle wherein he moved. He was, as yon all know, remarkably 
popular, travelling and preaching in almost every county in England 
and Wales: for thirty years at least, upon an average, he travelled 
12,000 miles every year, making the enormous total of 360,000 
miles! Now by what power was he enabled to endure this prodigious 
labour? What else bat by the good hand of our God upon him? It 
was He who called him to the work; it was He who gave him strength 
according to his day, and grace for his work. As a minister of the 
Gospel for the long period of sixty years, he was greatly blessed, 
honoured, and beloved. God was glorified in him. His work is done. 
'.' Know ye not that there is a prince and a great man fallen this day 
1n Israel? '' 

3, As an Editor. He was the originator, and for forty-two years 
sole editor of the '' EARTHEN VESSEL," and for thirty-six years of 
Cheering Words. Such a fact is without a parallel in the history of 
our religious literature-that is, of one man being the only and sole 
editor for so many years of two sach publications. See the spirit of 
the man as to the manner in which these magazines were conducted. 
No snarling and vituperons breathings forth, no animosity exhibited to 
other similar periodicals, no bitterness, no ruthless scathing. He was 
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vehemently opposed, but be went quietly on; he was reviled, he felt it, 
it grieved him, hut he reviled not again. Hie revilers have passed 
away, but he was by the grace of bis God enabled to run through a 
troop and to leap over a wall. And why were his opposers so virulently 
set against him? Because they were envious of his position and 
jealous of his work, and because he did not look to them to hammer 
out his opinions upon their anvil. As an editor he was possessed of 
singular sagacity, pradence, and skill for his work. It was his God 
that gave him a capacious calibre of mind, such a depth of under
standing, and i:mch a breadth of kindness, meekness, and forbearance 
towards others, and which so eminently fitted him for usefulness where
soever his publications were known, and they were very extensively 
known, not only in England and Wales, but in Scotland, America, and 
Australia. It was his God that sustained him in bis great work; his 
great work is done. '' The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot 
at him, and hated him; but his bow abode in strength, and the arms 
of his hands were made strong of the mighty God of Jacob." His 
enemies have passed away into obscurity. His work as an editor is 
now completed. We glorify the !?race of God in him, that so long and 
so well he served the Church of God by his writings. " Know ye not 
that there is a prince and a great man fallen this day in Israel? " 

4. As a Philanthropist; As a steward for God's poor he was 
greatly honoured. Oh, the poor have lost a friend! Sing"6-handed he 
was enabled to distribute of others bounty a larger amount of good 
than is known by any other similar publication; I mean, he did all 
this single handed, without a committee or council of friends. Again 
we repeat, we glorify the grace of God in him. 

'· 0 Spirit of the living God, 
In all Thy plentitude of grace," 

descend, we beseech Thee, on some good brother now present, let the 
mantle of our departed brother fall upon someone who shall carry on 
with equal energy, assiduity, and faithfulness this great work of 
ministering to the Lord's poor. 

I look upon this great work of our departed brother as one truly 
astonishing. I am thankful, and I cannot help exclaiming, "MY 
FATHER, MY FATHER, THE CHARIOT OF ISRAEL, AND THE HORSEMEN 
THEREOF!" But let us not faint, let us rather hope that as one Elijah 
is removed from us an Elisha will be raised in his room and stead. 
'' Know ye not that a prince and a great man has fallen this day in 
Israel?" 

One word more. Two indubitable proofs are before us that our 
text is fairly demonstrated. First, look at this vast assembly volun
tarily gathered; what means it? 'l'o do honour to the man? No; be 
is not here, only his remains are before us. We have come to do 
honour to bis name, his memory, and his character as a Christian, 
preacher, edit.or, and pbilan.tbropist, and thus to glorify God in him. 

But, brethren and friends, our meeting here to-day is owing to the 
kindness of the deacons in lending us the use of this large and beautiful 
chapel. If they had not known and believed that our brother Charles 
Waters Banks was a prince and a great man worthy of it, they weuld 
not, I think, have allowed us to have this excellent accommodation. 
I therefore undertake, in the name of Mr. Banks' family, his personal 
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friends, the Chorch of which he was the pastor, the readers of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL, and this large audience, to thank the deacons most 
heartily and cordially for their great kindness on this special occasion, 
for, "Know ye not that a prince and a great man bas fallen this day 
in Israel?" 

At this juncture Mr. Varder gave oat the second hymn on the 
sheet specially printed, beginning:-

" My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

On Chri,,t the solid 1·,11:k I stanrl. 
All otl!r·r ground i., sinking .,and." 

After which, Mr. C. Cornwell ascended the pulpit and delivered a short 
address, in the course of which be remarked that, C. W. B. were initials 
well known throughout England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, and that 
it was twenty-seven years, last September, since he first went to bear 
Mr. Banks preach, in Unicorn-yard Chapel, and the text he then took 
(1 These. v. 11) had been always characteristic of him as a man of God. 
The speaker having referred to the life of Barzillai, by way of com
parison, that he was a very aged man, even fourscore years old, and a 
very great man (2 Sam. xix.), treated most pathetically on the deliver
ance of the creature.from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God (Rom. viii. 21 ). That creature, s:i.id the 
speaker, was in that coffin (pointing to the corpse upon the platform 
below) and the spirit which raised up Christ from the dead, would 
raise that body on the morning of the resurrection. We could have no 
more to do with the life that had gone, it was the mortal body we had 
to do with, and which would be delivered at the resnrrection; the soul 
did not go to corruption, neither could angels see corruption, nor taste 
mortality. The words of the text referred not to all men, bot to those 
only who died in hope; and which, as regarded the creature, took 
in suffering, vanity, bondage, and·· corruption, of which Job knew 
something, causing him to say, "I would not live alway." Mr. 
Cornwell also spoke of Mr. Banks as having been a very 
humble man, much too humble sometimes, and of his career as 
a minister of the Gospel, also of his long preaching tours 
in various parts of England and Wales, by which he had 
frequently suffered considerable pecuniary loss; but according to his 
own confession to the speaker many years ago, he never saw a pulpit bot 
what he felt he wanted to be in it. Mr. Banks was a man with a heart 
full of 1,ympathy, not merely in word, nor even in action, in one sense, but 
in the deep felt union of heart, as of one living soul with another, as the 
apostle Paul who travelled in birth for the children at Galatia. Bot 
the spirit bad gone and the mortal body would he delivered and 
conformed to the glorious image of Christ, and behold Him as He is 
and be like Him. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Cornwell's speech, the body was 
removed to the tomb at Nunbead, in which rests the remains of his 
beloved wife, buried upwards of a year ago .. A large compa_ny 
of friends gathered round the tomb, when Mr. Wrnters read the third 
and last hymn on the paper-commencing:-
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" Why do we mourn dep1uting friends i 
Or shake at death's alarms? 

"Ti~ but tbe voice tl1at Jesus sends 
To call them to His arms." 

Mr. Anderson then addressed the audience as follows:-
" We have met to-day to do honour to a Christian of considerable 

eminence. A great vacuum is made to-day, in the departure of 
C. W. Banks, whose spirit now fills a niche in the Church of Christ 
above. He was an original man. God never made two men exactly 
alike; be was an example of Christ.ian kindness, and affection, and 
one that will be greatly missed. Devout men to-day have brought him 
to his bnrial to do honour to departed worth, but not to make lamenta
tion for him. Re began at hie death fully to live; the loss is the 
dellltmination's which he served with untiring zeal and fidelity to 
Christ, in setting forth the glorious principles of the grace of God. 
He has waded through a !!ea of trouble, surrounded by a host of foes; 
but he has left behind him a noble example of energy in the cause 
of God, never once deviated from those great principles of truth so dear 
to his he.art. But his work is done, his battle over, and his victory 
won. He died in harness after revising the proof for the press of the 
magazine he so long conducted. We are honoured to-day in doing 
honour to his memory. The tomb is a dark cold bed, but the Master 
passed through it, and bas thrown a light over it. Our brother knew 
Him who bare our sins on the tree; by whose death this is but a sleep, 
and not death. As He Himself once said, "Our friend Lazarus 
sleepeth; but I go that I may wake him out of sleep." And also of 
the little maid, "She is not dead, but eleepeth." He would not have 
ne sorrow as those without hope. We have absolute assurance of that 
spirit which, for 80 years, inhabited that clay tabernacle, being absent 
from the body and present with the Lord, and that that body now 
awaits the morning of the resurrection. Death is very humiliating, but 
the sting is extracted, and Christ holds at Hie girdle the keys of the 
tomb. The entire person of the Christian belongs to Christ, and it is 
only a question of time when the same Almighty voice that said, 
"Lazarus, come forth," shall bring from the tomb the entire person 
of our friend into that inheritance which is above. Brethren, while 
we say, ashes to ashes, we are not burying common dust, it is sacred 
dust, and belongs to Jesus. Philosophers may dispute it-but the 
Bible bas a philosophy and a logic of its own, with which we may 
meet their objections, "Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not 
quickened except it die." We are sowing in tears, but that which 
we sow to-day shall come forth into an immortality full of glory. 
We leave the tabernacle of clay, leave it in the charge of Him who 
bought it to give it a glorioUB resurrection. But how about ourselves? 
Friends, I urge the question, Am I ready? have I fled to Jesus Christ 
for refuge? If you have been brought as a sinful creature to Christ 
for mercy, though you may fear death, you need not. May this 
solemn service be sanctified to Christiane and to sinners; then when 
Christ shall descend with all His holy angels, we shall meet Him in 
the air, and so be ever with the Lord:-

" Life from the dead is in that word, 
'Tis immortality," 
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Mr. J. H. Lynn, in the place of Mr. J.E. Elsey, concluded with 
earnest prayer. 

The following brethren were present:-Messrs. Parnell, Sears, 
'fooke, Deareley, Fountain, Beddow, Woodrow Milburn, Holden, 
Beazley, Mayhew, Elsey, Lynn, Langford, Clark, Meeres, Beckett, 
Stringer, Turner, Winters, Rayment, Kemp8ton, Holland, Vaughan, 
Mote, Varder, Taylor, Burbridge, Hand, Oakey, Howard, Waite, 
Squirrell, Porter, Cooler, Alfrey, and others. The funeral was 
conducted by W. Debnam, of 23, Bloomfield-road, Burdett-road, 
Bow, E.; according to the instructions given by Mr. John W. Banks. 

Prior to the funeral, a short morning service was held in Speld
hurst-road Chapel, where Mr. Banks had been for some years pastor. 
The service was conducted by Mr. W. Kempston, assisted by Mr. 
Hall, of Grove-road, and Mr. Thimbleby. There were altJo four young 
men present, the last Mr. Bankti baptize('l, and who helped to bear 
his remains to their last resting-place. Mr. C. Z. Turner, of Ripley, 
was in the company. 

SHORT SKETCH OF HIS LIFE. 

In last month's issue of the EARTHEN VESSEL our readers were 
informed that a sketch of the life of the departed editor would 
appear in the next number. On the one hand it is not an easy matter 
to honestly and faithfully tell ont the cheqnered history of one for whom 
we entertained and manifested the strongest feelings of attachment. 
Yet, on the other hand, the burden is somewhat lightened because the 
tale has-so often been told out piece-meal, in different forms. To gather 
up the whole, deal faithfully with, and condense it, is a task-a task 
which is rendered more difficult because no diary has been kept. 

Now in giving a sketch of the life of the late Mr. C. W. Banks, it 
cannot be done but at the risk of repeating much with which many 
are already acquainted, and may the grace of God, the love of Christ, 
and quickening, unctions light of the Holy Spirit, help us to do so 
faithfully, and honourably. 

On the 9th of February, 1806, Charles Waters Banks was born, iE 
the then quiet little town of Ashford, in the County of Kent. His 
mother was (from personal recollections and hearsay) a shrewd, honest, 
straightforward, well-domesticated, and business woman; clear intellect, 
a discerning eye, and a decisive voice,-her word was law, it was 
spoken in love, and yielded to with delight. The father of Charles 
Waters Banks was a builder in the town of Ashford ; he was a fine 
looking man, much after the build and appearance of the late Duke of 
Wellington; he, like our grandmother, was a vessel of mercy, and more 
at home in visiting the sick, reading the Word and speaking to them of 
the love, mercy, and long-suffering of Christ, than in pursuing his 
avocation in life. Our father (C. W. B.), partook of the natural quali
fications of his parents. In the precepts and practice of the Gospel he 
P?Bsessed (by the grace and inflnen_ce of th~ Holy ~pirit) the SJ?iritn~l 
~1fts of his mother, and in a busmess pomt of view, he was like his 
father-never succe11sful. 

From his birth to seven years of age our ~ather liv~ with _bis parents 
at Ashford, and was always sickly; the med1ca! advisers said he ~u~t 
have change of air, consequently he was put m a low wooden child s 

L 
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"chnise," which his father made, and dragged him from Ashford to 
Crnnbrook, 11 distance of 10 miles. Here he commenced to lenrn the 
art of printing with his grandfather, who performed all the functions 
which de\"Olve upon a parish clerk in a country hamlet. 'l'hus early was 
he removed from the paternal roof to that of His mother's parents in 
Cranbrook. He took a strol!g liking to printing and publishing. At 
seventeen yeR.rs of age he started, edited, printed and published a mis
cellany called The Weald of Kent Jfirror; and when he left off work at 
night would travel the surrounding villages to get subscribers and sell 
the publication. That dropped, or died, through a jealous spirit rising 
up against the persevering disposition and plnck in so young a man. At 
the age of twenty-one he left Cranbrook for Hastings and Rye, in Sussex, 
where he again got into the editor's chair and assisted in producing a 
weekly newepaper, under many diEadvantages, of which printers and 
publishers of the present day have no more idea than mortals of 
what exists in infinite space above. About the year 1827 he was at 
work in Canterbury for Mr. Ward. In a few months he left Mr. Ward's 
service, and entered that of Mr. Mud ford, in Canterbury. It was here he 
had the opportunity of distinguishing himself as a printer, reader, sub
editor, &c. There were a great number employed in this establishment, 
which he wielded with a power and ability, which he seems to have 
entirely lost when in business on bis own account. We have been in 
Mr. Mndford's office when, while oar father was present, every one was 
at his post and yon might hear a pin drop in the office; if he was called 
away to attend upon the principal, they indulged in a little free banter, 
and resorted to some practical jokes. Here he continued for abou_t Len or 
twelve years; at one part of that time he printed and sub-edited three 
weekly papers, which necessitated his being up the greater part of three 
nights a week. At this time, also, he printed a weekly paper called the 
Penny Sunday Reader, a (if we recollect right) sixteen page crown 8vo. 
serial, and, while engaged in these heavy, though, to him, pleasing duties, 
he was likewise preaching three and four times a week; he was fast 
becoming the most popular man in the city of Canterbury. When the 
Baptist minister of the city died, he was placed at the head of the pro
cession in conjunction with one or two others, and we stood with him, 
our hand in his, at the month of the grave, while he took part in the 
solemn service on that occasion. A few weeks later, and we find our
selves standing side-by-side with him at the grave of his mother; in the 
eye of our mind, though only about eight years of age, we see him 
standing on a mound of earth in the grave-yard belonging to the 
Unitarian Chapel, delivering an oration to a large audience. Next, our 
memory takes us back to the time when the first brick (not the founda
tion-stone, as in the present day, but the first brick) of St. John's Chapel 
we.s laid by him, and we can see him in the ravine dug out for the 
foundations of the building, with brick in one hand and trowel in the 
other, giving an address. As he was then in the employment before 
named, this service had to be conducted during the time allowed for the 
mid-day meal. 

The deacons were men who were in the front rank of commerce in 
the city; Mr. Clarris, Mr. Howland, silk mercer, Mr. Smith. If there 
was one man more than another that our father was attached to among 
the deacons, it was the last named. The chapel was built and opened; 
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Mr. George Coombs, of Soho, and Mr. Castleden, Minister of Hamp
stead, preached the sermons. St. John's Chapel Northcrate Canterbury 
had not been opened long before Mr. Smith, 

1

the last n;med deacon: 
died, and we find ourselves again standing by his side at the open grave 
in front of t~e newly-built chapel. That hymn of David Denbam's 
(556), was prmted on a leaflet (it was, we think, some time before the 
book was printed):-

" He that )mth Christ by precious faith, 
Hath life for evermore ; 

Shall triumph over sin and death, 
And then to glory soar." 

Mr. Howland, the retired silk mercer, who was the chief active 
deacon of the place, so ·neat, yet kind in his manners, fearing we 
might do some injury to the new chapel, @errt uiJ off to a 
boarding· school at W oodcharch, for six months. We returned from 
school at the Christmas quarter, 1839, and in January, 1840, onr 
father's work being done here, with him and oar P-)der brother 
George, left the city of Canterbury for London. From London 
travelled by rail in open carriage, through heavy snow-storrn3, to 
Birmingham. From Birmingham to Manchester. Manchester, on 
foot, to Wigan, Bolton, Preston, Liverpool. From Liverpool back to 
Birmingham, and from Birmingham back to London. 

At the early part of 1841, on a Sunday afternoon, when onr father 
was walking down Freeschool-street, Horselydown, Mr. Elijah Packer, 
an old Canterbury friend, saw him pass; he ran out, hailed him, and 
entered into conversation, and, in the course of a few weeks, oar father 
was preaching the Gospel in London, for the first time. This was in a 
private house in (I believe) New Church-street, Bermondsey, nearly 
opposite oar old friend Meeres' Chapel. Just at this period a nnmber 
of members had come oat from the Church meeting in Unicorn Yard 
Chapel, Tooley-street, with their much-loved, devoted, and tender
hearted pastor, David Denham, the compiler of the "Saints' Melody." 
Those who came oat of Unicorn Yard were seeking _a place to meet in 
and someone to speak to them in the name of the Lord, for dear little 
David Denham had gone into the country (we believe Plymouth). 
Among those who left were Mr. Packer and his numerous family, Mr. 
Gawkrogers (whose son married one of Mr. Packer's daughteers. and 
are both members, at the present time, of the Surrey Tabernacle), Mr. 
Bla.ckall, with many more, who united together and took a large upper 
room in Fair-street, Horselydown, called the "Cambrian,'' which was 
lit up with candles. This room was soon too strait, another place was 
sought-hence the removal to Crosby-row Chapel, which, ere long, 
became literally packed. 

It was while at Crosby-row that the EARTHEN VJ!;SSEL became 
established as a magazine, the first number of which was printed on the 
day we reached the fourteenth year of our age-namely, the 30th day of 
November, 1843-when, for the first time in our life, we worked through 
the whole night in order that copies of it might be in the hands of_ the 
publisher on the first day of the coming m_onth. The next n~mb~r did 
not appear till the February of the followrng_ year, after wh1c!1 1t was 
regularly issued, and has, through the merciful hand of a kmd and 
gracious God, braved many a storm for upwards of forty years, under 
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bis whole and sole guidance; not but what many kind and good friends 
have volunteered Resistance, among whom we might name our highly
esteemed brother W. Winters; but, being so much in love with his work 
onr father liked to do it all himeelf, and did, to within a few hours of hi~ 
removal to the higher sphere, where neither EARTHEN VESSELS or any 
other medinm or instrumentality is needed for the proclamation of 
the Gospel, because the mortal has put on immortality, and the hand 
that wielded the pen for so many years now bears the palm, and the 
tongne that once so earnestly, fervently, and emphatically sounded forth 
the _glad tidings and told out the plan of salvation, is now employed in 
the perfection of praise in that delightful anthem, "Unto Him that 
loved ns," etc. 

It was while at Crosby-row that the London Gospel Mililsion was 
started by our father; the chiefobject being to open rooms in very dark 
and neglected neighbonrhoods for preaching "the truth as it is in 
Jesus,'" the only monument left to its memory being Hope Chapel, 
Bethnal Green, where Mr. Copeland is now the pastor, which place was 
a missionary station taken by this society in Twig Folly, and was 
opened by James Wells and Charles Waters Banks. 

It was while at Crosby-row that a Gospel Tract Society was formed 
by the same busy brain and busy hand, which now lies silent in the 
grave. A Mr. Edwards, who was a member of Mr. George Abraham's, 
City Road, was the Secretary. It was while at Crosby Row that the 
same generons heart originated and sustained through the medium of 
the EARTHEN VESSEL, the Poor Gospel Ministers' Relief Society, whose 
Secretary was Mr. William Fenner, the father of Mr. Fenner, deacon of 
Zion, Heaton-road, Peckham. This Society was carried on for some 
years, and was made a great blessing to many a poor toiling man of 
God, whose income, from all sonrces, was very small. 

It was at Crosby-row, we believe, that the now universally-adopted 
pnblic meeting was initiated into the Strict Baptist denomination. The 
object which the deceased sought to obtain was the bringing of the 
ministers together, and making it the means of creating and maintaining 
a spirit of unity and brotherly love among the ministers and Chnrches 
holding the distingnishing doctrines of grace. 

It was while at Crosby-row that the busy body and mind of 
Charles Waters Banks proposed the establishment of a Gospel Library 
and Reading Room, but no one seconded the proposed effort, and it fell 
through. All these and other efforts were promnlgated and started by 
our belcved parent, bnt, for the want of the wielding ability of a 
Gladstone, a Beaconsfield, or a Spnrgeon; and what is more, for the 
want of that support and countenance from the ministers of the Gospel 
of that day, which it was only reasonable to expect should have been 
given, they foll through. Crosby-row was the scene of much happiness; 
the Word preached was owned and blessed by the Lord to the conversion 
of many souls. Through the Divine influence of the Holy Spirit 
hnndreds of poor sin-burdened souls have lost their guilt and weight of 
sin. It was at Crosby-row that many who had been in the habit of 
attending Mr. Hughes' ministry at Hackney had their eyes opened to 
see that believers' baptism was a scriptural New Testament ordinance, 
and were baptized by our father (eight, ten, and as many as twenty at 
a time). They were truly good times for hearing; members and hearers 
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come from a great distance; it was a home, indeed; a spiritual 
home, where the hungry sonl was fed and nourished. 

About the year 1854 there was an offer made by the Chnrch 
meeting in Unicorn-yard, Tooley-street, to the Church at Crosby-row, 
to come and unite with them, which, after many Church meetings, and 
mnch prayer and discnssion, the Church at Crosby-row decided (not 
quite nnanimously) to accept. Thus the two Churches were united, 
and our father went on for some few years preaching the truths of the 
Gospel, which the Lord owned and blessed to many; the pool being 
often opened. Difficulties arisin~, onr parent left Unicorn-yard, and 
went to preach at "Bethel,·• Old Ford, which was crowded; and many 
were the seals to the tes~imony borne to the truths of the Gospel, as 
preached by him there; it was indeed, and of a truth, a Bethel to many 
souls, as some who are now living can testify. From Old Ford he went 
to Squirries-street, which move was thonght, by some, to be wrong, but 
it was manifestly in the order of God's arrangements, as one marvellons 
instance of the Holy Spirit applying the Word with power, in plucking 
a brand from the fire, wonld be sufficient proof; this place was also 
crowded to inconvenience. From Squirries-street to Notting-hill, where 
the canse was in a very low state, and where, by the divine power 
which was put npon the word preached, the cause greatly increased. 
Here the enemy appeared very prominently, and after toiling on 
for a year or two, finding it would be impos3ible to maintain his 
hold in peace, and a pressing invite coming from the Church at Speld
hurst-road, our father withdrew from Notting-hill, and took the over
sight of the Chnrch at Speldhurst-road, South Hackney, in 1874, at the 
.same time taking the whole burden of the debt on his own shoulders, 
and relieving those who were well-nigh crushed with its weight and 
responsibilities. When he came to Speldhurst-road there was a debt, 
we believe, of about £1,000, that was rednced to £600. Two hundred 
pounds which was collected some time previous in Old Ford, to build a 
"Tabernacle" there, was thrown . into Speldhurst-road, and £200 
collected at varions meetings, brought it down to £GOO, which it stood 
at for some time; that has since been still farther reduced, but to what 
extent cannot be yet made known. Here, at Speldhnrst-road, he 
laboured without fee or reward of a pecuniary character for about 
eleven years, and for the last three or four years, the income not being 
equal to the expenditure, he made up the deficiency from his own 
private resources. There were many seals to the testimony of divine 
truth, as preached by him here; among the last to whom he was a 
1lpiritual father, and who were haptized by him, were four young men
viz., Henry Turnpenny, Thomas Cade!, Joseph and James Abel;• and 
these four young men assisted at his funeral and bare him to his grave, 
1lo that, as in Stephen's case, "devout men carried him to bis burial." 

Thus we have endeavoured to give, as was promised, a sketch of the 
life of our departed and dearly beloved father, Charles Waters Banks, 
but there are a few incidents naturally connected with so long and 
useful a life, and which should not be omitted. 

We have said nothing about his matrimonial alliances._ Our f~t~er 
was first married in 1827 to Mary Burt, the daughter of a builder, res1dmg 
at Cran brook, i~ Kent. 'She possessed all the natural graces and qn~li-

" James Abe.I waa the last that he baptized. 
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ficetionB whi('h make a woman womanly; no better specimen of what a 
women, a mother, and a wife was, neYer more strongly existed in anyone 
than in the person of her whom it is our honour to acknowledge ns onr 
mother. She was as full of sympathy as is possible to exist in one human 
beert. Many a time ha't'e we witnessed the self-sacrificing displays of a 
disposition to benefit others, to her own disadvantage; our mother, like 
oar father, was "generous to a fault." 

No eulogy, howe't"er great, could half express the value to the needy 
the two lfres have been, who have passed the boundary of time, known 
by the names of Charles Waters and Mary Banks. Our own mother 
passed away in February, 1852. If any chosen vessel of mercy 
ever sang herself away to everlasting bliss, it was oar own dear mother, 
a day or two before she died she was almost continually singing:-

" When I can read mv title clear 
To mansions in tlie skies, 

I'll bid farewell to every fear, 
.And wipe my weeping eyes." 

And that other hymn:-
"Begone, unbelief, my Saviour is near, 

And for my relief will surely appear." 

She would sing theEe hymns throughout, and we used to listen outside 
her room door, and the sweetness and savour of her beautiful, clear, 
melodious voice always sounds in oar ear, whenever we hear or read 
those two hymns. All that are left of the first family, out of about 
12, is oar brother Charles Bart, and thP, timid, tremulous, yet hopeful 
writer. The second wife was Kerenhappach Huot, the aunt of 
John Hunt Lynn, of Forest-gate; she possessed some excellen_t 
qualities as a writer. After giving birth to oar brother Samuel, known 
in some of the Churches as a preacher, she quietly paased away. 
For the third time our parent entered matrimonial life, Miss William
son, daughter of an old Yorkshire gentleman, and brother to Welbour_n 
Williamson, of Holborn, was the object of his choice. They lived very 
happily together for over thirty year3; no two ever studied each others 
welfare better than did these, and it was the greatest blow to his 
domestic comfort that a man could receive at his time of life when she 
died. While she was able she waited on him, and studied the most 
minute particular for his comfort. She died on the 25th February, 
1885. On the 25th of March, 1886, our dear father passed away. 
Surrounding him on his bed were pen, papers, letters, &c., if not with 
pen in hand literally, it was by his side, and he did try to write only a 
fow hours before he died. 

The duty of carrying on the EARTHEN VESSEL, till the Lord finds 
ns a suitable man to wear oar father's mantle, devolves upon us, and 
we shall do our very best, in humble dependence upon the grace and 
m erC"y of God, to carry oat every project which the liberal and generous 
spirit of our departed editor and father inculcated. 

J. W. B. 

ADDENDA. 

The busy life of a gifted, popular.man is easily and soon told; it is 
the outer life of the man, and it may .be interesting to those who knew 
him. A record of this kind is soon summed up-he was born-he 
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lived-anrl he died. And so we all pass away, we spend onr years as a 
tnle that is told. The i1111er life of a busy and popular minister is not 
so soon told, and unless we are gifted with some degree of spiritual 
discernment we cnnnot describe that inner life without some material 
being supplied from the living man himself. In the inner life of 
our late friend and brother, we see from the character of his mother 
a key is given as to the mental capacities and character of the son. 
Long, long ago, the writer jud~ed that his mother was "the father to 
the man." This is well brought out in the brief Btatement before us. 
For the development of his spiritual life we must look to his own 
jottings in "CHEERING WORDS," and '' THE EARTHEN VERBEL." 
We see his attention drawn to serious things by the incident of a man 
buried without the funeral service; his notions were natural enough, 
but we see him beginning to think; he is but a---child, he has an 
inquiring mind; and so on until he is 21 years of age, he thinks, 
he fears, he hopes, he trembles, he is groping for the truth as in a fog; 
struggling to reach some glimmering speck of light in the long distance 
of some ten years at least, when it not only pleased God to renew 
him in the spirit of his mind, but also to reveal His Son in him; 
it was a deliverance from ignorance, darkness, and slavery, to a happy 
liberty in the Gospel, a translation from the power of Satan into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son. 

Then we @ee on his nat_ural, active, buoyant spirit is grafted, by the 
Spirit of God, the capacity for spiritual perception, knowledge, and 
experience; his natural endowments become spiritual endowments. Here 
is a complete transformation of character, he is a new creature, begotten 
again to a lively hope by the word of truth, which liveth and abideth 
for ever. 

In " CHEERING WORDS" we read of his early sorrows, a singular 
and unexpecLed recovery from fever, a series of calamities and unfor
tunate incidents continually befalling him, the recollections of which 
were deeply graven in his soul. .As he ripened into years, the black 
/tag, as he terms it, "was always bung over him." In 1820, his grand
father, Samuel Waters, bis only guardian and friend, died; he left him 
a share of bis printing bm,iness; bat this he never received. So we see 
the boy losing his patrimony; no part of his growing years free from 
troubles and dangers of every sort, exercii;ing his inmost soul, disciplining 
his spirit, burning spiritual truth into his understanding and thereby 
fitting him for the great work of the ministry into which he was soon to 
be called-not so much the ministry of the letter, bnt the ministry of 
the Spirit. This at once accounts for the rapidity of the spiritual 
influence and usefulness that was so marked in his early ministra
tions, and which, continued with unabated vigour for nearly sixty years; 
the deeply tried and exercised living family of God, were those to whom 
he was made so helpful in the wilderness of this life. He was a bold, 
uncompromising defender of the doctrines of grace, in all their freeness, 
fulness, and power. His ministry was characterised by al~ th~t savour, 
unction, and life which the living family of God feel so 1~d1spensable 
~or profitably hearing the Word. Ho-i_v well_ we rememb~r his use~ulness 
in comforting and establishing the believer m those various exe~·c1ses of 
thought and feeling so perplexing to those wh~ have not a qmck per
ception of the distinction_ between the workrng of the fleshly mmd, 
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and the opposition of the spiritual mind. And so h_e was especially 
u11eful to all who wrre deeply tried in their external c1rcumste.nces; by 
his ministrations the poor of the flock were made rich in faith, the 
Holy Spirit evidently working out of his own afflictions the balm the.t 
soothed and healed t,he wounded and sorrowing heart. The writer, 
and a long attached friend of his, J. L., of Norwich, will never, in all 
probability, forget his morning discourse at Speldhurst-road, January 
18th, 1885; 1t was from Colossians iii. 3: '' For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God." The preacher had just come from his 
wife's dying pillow; himself more like a dying man, prostrate and feeble, 
unable to do more than preach the sermon. 0!1, what sacred unction, 
what depth of thonght, what heavenly light thrown upon the Word! 
the hidden life of a living soul, garrisoned and secure in the person of 
Christ, the deadness of tbe believer to himself, deadness to a carnal and 
worldly profession of the mere letter of truth; reminding us of the 
apostle when be said, "For onr light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory," for the preacher himself was a living witness of the comparison. 

It may, to some persons, seem a marvel wby he was not fixed in a 
stated place of usefulness, and exercising his ministry with that degree 
vf success attendant upon a long continuance with one congregation; 
lmt no, he is removed from place to place. Crosby-row appears to have 
been the sunniest part of his pastoral life, the Speldhurst-road pasto:rate 
the most weighty-not from numbers, but from heavy responsibilities. 
Meanwhile, he is called away to preach throughout the kingdom, 
wherever there were hungry and thirsty souls longing for the bread of life, 
and panting for those refreshing streams which can only come from the 
deep well-spring of a living ministry. The writer well remembers, how 
in the year 1840, having heard of his peculiar feature in unfolding 
spiritual trnth, how eagerly he rushed to receive the Word of God from 
:iis lips; and from that period, to the time just referred to, the chief 
characteristics of his ministry have ever been profound penetration into 
the meaning of God's Word, and deep experimental acquaintance of 
the exercises of the tried believer. The numerous Churches he has 
,isited during a period of sixty years, the popularity of his preaching, 
and the unabated influence of his ministrations, mark out clearly the 
leadings of Providence, the testimonies of the Spirit, and the increase 
of the esteem in which he was held, tells us he was a star in God's right 
hand. In his life-time he had his opposers, his traducers, and his bitter 
foes, yet how bravely he was upheld; he bad bis weaknesses, doubtless 
he was not a perfect man or a perfect preacher, but this we know, he 
loved the truth as it is in Jesus, he served his Master with fidelity, 
Jove, and cheerfulness ; he has now passed through all the storms 
attending his preaching and editorial life, he has reached the haven of 
rest in peace and safety; his la6t days were days of glorifying the 
gocdness of God to him, a pcor, umrnrthy sinner-his hope was cast 
within the veil. 

·• Like some tall cliff that lifts its awful form. 
S,Yells from the vale and midway leaves the storm, 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head." 

The closing scene of our friend and brother ·s inner life was of the most 
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cheering nnd satisfactory character. Though surrounded with heavy 
trials of deep severity, yet his mind was seraphically borne above them. 
Whenever he spoke of them, it was to exalt the supporting grace of Christ. 
As the outward man decayed, the inward man wBB evidently renewed 
day by day. In the midst of his busy editorial, work he always dis
played a readiness to speak of eternal things. Though he felt acutely 
the affliction and death of his beloved partner, the death of his eldest 
sister, the sad affliction of his son Robert, and then his death, all within 
a few months, yet there was a vigorous and animated manifestation of 
the life of God in bis soul; one could not but feel that he was to the 
last hour of life a living witness of the trnth said of him at his funeral, 
"When God calls a man to do a work he never did, He gives him such 
grace as he never bad." He spoke of bis firm adherence to the 
doctrines of grace, his reliance on the divine person,of Christ, and his 
well grounded hope of eternal life. To him the death of the body was 
but the portal of everlasting bliss. All his affliction!! and sorrows 
ripening and terminating in praise and glory to the great J eho,ab. 
Almost bis last moments were engaged in behalf of his afflicted brother 
Parsons, of Brentford. He died without symptoms of suffering, his end 
was peace, with an abundant entrance into his heavenly home. His 
burial was amidst many hundreds of spectators, who came to do honour 
to his name his memory, and bis character as a Christian preacher, 
editor, and philanthropist. He was well laid in the grave, and until 
the mor.o.ing of the resurrection his remains will rest in hope. 

CHARLES GORDELIER. 

THE LORD WILL PROVIDE. 
BY J 08EPH FLORY. 

"And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireb."-Gen. xxii. H. 

THAT place, sacred spot! It is the presence of God that consecrates 
. places, not the vain ceremonies of bishops. Unless God be with 

ns in the house of prayer, it fails to be a place of worship. The 
spiritual cannot be satisfied without some token that they are amongst 
those who worship Jehovah" in spirit and truth," and are part of the 
true circumcision. It is not the building, however grand, or the fine 
organ and singing, which so many seek after and are satisfied with. On 
the other hand, the building may be unsightly, and the attendants poor, 
yet if God be there the ground is hallowed, and the worship accepted 
through the merits of the Great High Priest of our profession. Many 
a lonely spot has been rendered sacred. Jacob could never forget 
Bethel. "Let us arise," said he," and go up to Bethel; and I will make 
there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and 
was with me in the way which I went." We have bad our Bethels, and 
when "the enemy comes in like a flood, and would pers11ade ns we never 
truly believed," we are glad to look back to the sacred spot where the 
God of Jacob answered us in our distress. 

"What peRceful hours we then enjoyed, 
How sweet their memory still." 

Abraham could never erase from his soul the scene of Moriah. There 
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his cap of sorrow wes filled. '1 Take now thy son, thine only son ha0.c, 
whom thoa !ovest, end_ offer him." What mnst have been his feelings 
when he." lifted up his eyes and saw the place," and when Isaac said, 
"Where 1s the lamb for a burnt offering?" 

As at times the .sweet-est joy follows the deepest affliction, BO the 
patriarch had his Eorrow turned into joy. In the hour of extremity the 
Lord appeared. He" wae ready to save." Let us here learn how truly it 
may be said, the eye of Jehovah is over the righteous. Consider also, 
ho:w He takes the will f~; the deed. "Thou hast not withheld thy son, 
thme only son from Me. We are in the Lord's esteem what we desire 
to be, and have done what we desired. Abraham was willing to give 
bis Isaac to God; it was taken by the Lord as done. It was in David's 
heart to build the temple; and that was as if he had actually done so. 
Are you, dear reader, willing to give up your child to God, or any object 
yon lo,e, or your time, talents, or money, for Jehovah's poor and His 
cause? You have oft.en read and sung:-

" Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 

Love BO amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my lifo, my all." 

Happy are they who can feel and say, not only" Hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come," but also," Thy will be done.'' 

Abraham, to mark the sacred spot, gave it a new name, '' Jehovah
jireh, or the Lord will provide.'' Look at the words as a prophecy of 
salvation to the Church. 

He concluded what Jehovah would do, from what He had done. 
And what was provided? salvation for Isaac, who was a type of God's 
elect. He was the child of promise, and Paul wrote, "Now are we 
brethren, as Isaac was, the children of promise" (Gal. iv. 28 ). The 
promise to the Lord Jesus, the Redeemer, the Everlasting Father of all 
the elect, was, that a seed should serve Him, and a generation call Him 
blessed, and though cut off from the land of the living, and there seemed 
no one to declare His generation, the promise still ran, "He shall see 
His seed," and hence, as "many as received Him, to them gave He 
power, or privilege, to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe in Eis name. Which were born, not of blood (or bloods), nor 
of the will of man, but of God" (John i. 12, 13), by the Holy Ghost's 
power, by the will of the Father, and by the purchase of the Son. 

Isaac was the son of the free woman, and by looking at Gal. iv. 22-
26 we see that Sarah and Ilagar symbolised the two covenants, and 
their sons represeuted the natural and spiritual among men, both in 
their state and characters, for Paul writes: "As then, he that was 
born after the flesh, persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, and 
so it is now." 

Isaac was the darling of bis father. God loves His chi'ldren with 
an infinite, everlasting love; but only those who, by the inward teaching 
of the Holy Ghost, know anything of EzP,kiel's chamber of imagery, 
and the abominations of sin, and of being sinners against God. Some 
have only a theoretical religion. Let us praise the Lord if we have a 
heartfelt knowledge of His electing, predestinating, and redeeming love. 
The mere professor knows nothing of the inward joys of" love divine." 
May the .Holy Ghost give the reader grace to see how matters stand. 
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The Son of Abmham was heir to all his father had, and we are 
heirs of God and joint heire with Christ, to an inheritance, incorrnp
tible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. But the heir was laid on 
the altor, and the knife uplifted to slay him, and that by the hand of 
his own father. Bat the stroke was stayed. Heaven stayed it. A 
ransom was found, and now salvation was come, and he called the name 
of the place Jehovah-jireh. Why! That the event might proclaim to 
every one of God's haacs that in the person, priesthood, and sacrifice 
of Christ, salvation from eternal death would be accomplished for them 
on that very spot. Calvary is part of Moriah (see 2 Chron. iii. I; also 
"Treasury of Bible Knowledge," by J. Ayre, page 607), where the first 
temple was built, and not far apart from that on which the Saviour 
snffered. The prophecy is fulfilled. Poor soul, art thou bound by thy 
sin and the law? Hast thou seen the sword of justice-uplifted to smite 
thee? Ah, and thy own conscience too has felt it is right. The law of 
God is holy, just, and good. We have no goodness. Many of my 
readers have found it so. The voice of heaven to every poor, broken
down sonl is, "Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of 
the world.'' All sin, past, present, and to come; "all Israel saved in the 
Lord with an everlasting salvation." Thanksgivings abonnd from the 
souls of the saved, and will abound from those who have received pardon 
and peace from the (}od of our salvation. 

It is a promise to the saved especially, for there is the general 
and special providence of our God, as wrote the Psalmist, " The Lord is 
good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His works" (Psa. cxlv. 
9). But the special is what concerns the Church of God. God, as the 
God of Providence, is the Saviour of all men, especially of " them that 
believe" (I Tim. iv. 10). The Lord's providing a sacrifice in the room 
of Isaac, it became a proverbial expression in after times, '' In the 
mount of the Lord it shall be seen," or "the Lord will appear." How do 
we know that He will? Why, from what He has done. Reader, if we 
had made an entry of the, it may be,hairbreadth deliverances, we could 
each make an extra number of THE EARTHEN VESSEL;.but, above all our 
forgetfulness, and, notwithstanding our unbelief, what oar covenant 
God has done for us in providence, we can say,-

" His love in times past forbids us lo tb ink. 
He'll leave us at last in trouble to sink." 

And Paul hath the same idea concerning the gift of Christ. "He 
that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
He not with Him freely give us all things? "-that is, all things we 
n_eed; for again, "My God shall supply all your need, according to His 
riches, in glory by ( or with) Christ Jesus," for He is "a sun and shield, 
He will give grace and glory, no good thing will He withhold from them 
that walk uprightly." And if, having faith in Christ, we are amongst 
the upright in heart and life, and whatever have been our mistakes since 
called," He knoweth our frame, He considereth that we are dnst." Will 
He who bath given us so much in the "unspeakable gift" of. His Son, 
deny us the little we need, either for soul or body, while on our way 
home? Will the Lord who has such an estate for all His children, 
When they come of age: refuse them a few pence to spend while th~y are 
at school? No! The Lord, the Holy Ghost, enables us to trust m the 
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Lord and do good. "So she.It thou dwell in the land, and verily thou 
she.It be fed" (Pea. xxxvii. 8). 

" While hungry lions lack I.heir prey, 
The Lord will food provide. 

For snch as put their trust in Him, 
And see their needs supplied." 

And however we may be tried and doubt, the provisions of the Lord are 
always well timed. In things temporal as well as spiritual, we have to 
'' walk by faith, not by sight." My cry for myself and you, dear reader 
is, "Lord, increase our faith," for if not we shall be in e. sad plight; but 
with hearts up unto the Lord, crying, 

"Though ere so rough the way, 
Dear Saviour, lead us on." 

Then and thus shall we do valiantly," Casting all your care upon Him 
for He careth for yon" (1 Pet. v. 7). He is Jehovah-jirch. ' 

MORNING DEWDROPS FROM THE GARDEN OF 
THE LORD. 

BY A GARDEN LABOURER. 

"There make rea.dy."-Luke xxii, 12. 

W HERE, believer? In thy heart. For what? The promised coming 
of thy Lord, when thou shalt meet Him in the air and live in 

His presence for ever. 0 my soul also, rejoice, for that day is coming. 
Let the eye of faith be up to the heavens, looking- for the clouds of glory; 
let the ear of faith be listening daily, yea, every moment continually 
for the trumpet sonnd which shall herald His appearing; let the heart 
of faith rest, nothing doubting, for this promised joy. For it shall 
come, as sure as it is promised, neither shall it tarry, for with our God 
a thousand years is but as one day. And the day is fixed, and nothing 
shall change it. 

Therefore, as it has pleased God to keep the knowledge of the period 
in His own mind and to hide it from man, be ever making ready for 
the great and final PBEsover of the Lord. That which MosPs and Aaron 
were the earthly leaders of has passed away, and onr Lord Himself has 
become our Passover, and we for onr own c1..-mfort must make ready. And 
how shall we make ready when our gracious Lord has Himself finished 
the glorious work of our salvation? 0, believer, 0 my soul! by 
believing His Word, by looking daily for its fulfilment. He has me.de 
all things in heaven ready for thee, He has made thee ready for heaven 
and the Father's presence; be thou ever making ready for Him; look 
np, look ap; thy Lord is coming; be ready to receive Him with joy, for 
the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven, and we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up to join with those whom He will bring 
with Him, and then He will give ns that crown of righteousness which 
is even now laid up for us; therefore be ye ready also, for in such an 
hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh. Never, never doubt thy 
Lord, but in thy heart let faith abound and "there make ready." 
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THE PULPI'f-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN . . 
given in them. This kind of literature 
the Strict Baptists as a rule do not prefer. 

The Fir,·.ride. Edited by Rev. C. 
Bullock, D D. This magazine contains 
some excellent papers by the editor, 
apart from which the magazine would be 
of little worth to spirit11ally intellige!lt 
Christians. 

Thr l'nllcy of Werping, a Flare oj 
Sjlrings. A Praclfral Ecrpo.,itio11, vf t/11· 
Tliirt·11-seronrl l'salrn. By Canon Bell. 
London, Hodder and Stoughton, 27, 
Paternoster-row. There is very much 
in this handsomely bo11nd book to in
duce earnest and intelligent Christians 
to read it. His a splendid exposition 
of Psalm xxxii., harmonising with the 
whole of the seven Penitential Psalms, 
together with Psalm Ixxxiv. 6, which 
latter verse is beautifully rendered by 
the Revisers of the Old Testament th?s : 

; Life anrl Light. Edited by R. E. Sears. 
"Light from the Palace of Shushan" is 
most interesting. 6,000 copies of this 

! little serial are circulated every month. 
1 The Holy One, A sermon, by P. 

" Passing through the valley of. weepmg 
they make it a place ?f sprin_gs." ~b.e 
three Biblical express10ns, "am," 11 rn1-
quity," and '.'transgression,'' so frequently 
to be met with, are clearly defined by 
the author; and which threefold curse 
the Lord has graciously turned into a 
threefold blessing. "The transgression 
is forgiven, the sin is covered, and t~_e 
iniquity is not imputed," Psalm xxxu. 
is the second of the Penitential Psalms, 
and, says the author, "we can well 
believe the story told by Selnecker, that 
Augustine used often to read these 
Psalms with weeping heart and eyes, 
and that before his death he had them 
written on the wall over against bis sick 
hed." Poor Galileo was forced by the 
Inquisition at Rome, for maintainin~ ~he 
Copernican system, to repeat as a kmd 
of penance, the seven penitential 
Psalms every .week for three years. 
Dr. Bell has executed his work in a 
praiseworthy manner, and it is to be 
hoped that it will have the circulation 
it so justly merits. 

Tke Gospel Magazine, edited by Dr. A. 
Doudney, D.D., is full to the brilll; of 
precious Gospel tr~tb. The_godly editor 
has now reached his 75th birthday; and 
by God's blessing he still continues to 
bear fruit in old age. "Peter's Trance," 
11 Pilgrim Papers," and "Nevertheless," 
rank first in value of the many excellent 
papers which adorn the April number of 
the Gospel Magazine. 

Abide in Me,anrl Iin You. A sermon 
by Rev. J. Battersby. Thank God for 
such a Gospel sermon, preached il:1 the 
hearing of a Church of England audience. 
250 of these sermons are distributed 
monthly, to the inmates of the Aged 
Pilgrims' Friend Society. . . 

Reynolds, preached at Providence •5ha
pel, Islington. This is a very excellent 
sermon based upon amost difficult text. 
The real meaning of Tliummin and 
Urim has been the subject of discussion 
for ages, and which Mr. Reynolds con
siders to be " exceedingly mystical." 
The mystery, however, is ably dealt with, 
and much spiritual light is made to 
emanate therefrom. May the sale of this 
sermon he encouraging to its aatbOr. 

Tlr.e Gk•i.ftian Co·1nmonwealth is much 
improved, and is now one of the best 
penny religious newspapers. We wish 
it success. 

Rifted Cloud.~; or, tke Life Sto1·y of 
Bella Cooke. Hodder and Stoughtol:J, 
17, Paternoster-row. Price 5s. This 
work was originally published in 
America, and was so favourably recei\'ed 
that three editions were demanded in 
twelve months. It is the record of 
lovingkindness and tender mercies of 
the Lord, in His dealings with one whose 
life for many years bas been one of great 
and trying affliction, but thro1;1gh _all the 
pain and weakn~ss has mamta1;Ded a 
cheerfulness and mdastry, that is sur
prising. A beautiful portrait which em
bellishes the volume sets forth a loving 
and happy face that encourages our 
sympathies. 

Fifty Yrars in the Church of Rome. 
By Father Chiniquy (Robert Banks and 
Son).-The work was issued _last year 
at one guinea, a complete repr~nt 1s now 
pub~ished at 7s. 6d. Few writers upon 
the subject of Romanism have h'.'-d ~uch 
opportunities to study the prrnc1J?les 
and schemes of this wonderful organiza
tion of the enemy as Pastor Chiniquy. 
The work throughout is remarkably in
teresting, and presents a~ array of 
testimony against the workmgs of the 
Church of Rome. Dr. Doudney truly 
ays • " The work id pre-eminently cal-

Day of Days, is of the ecclesias_tical 
type, but contains many good thmgs. 
"Tbe Secret of Peace," by W. Pool 
Balfern, is excellent. 

Borne lVords, is similar to II Dt\y _of I 

Days." In order to make these monthlies •
1 

palatable to the young, serial tales are : 

~ulated to open the_ eyes of the thought
less and unsuspectrng, and to give them 
a better insight into the real character 
of the Papacy." 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
RECOGNITION OF MR. COPELAND. 

(C'o11ti1111ed from 1mge 12~). 

THE followini;r is the substance of Mr. W. 
K. Dexter's di8cour,,e on " the N Rture of a 
Gospel Church" :-In treating the oubject 
allotted to me this afternoon, I shell have, 
not sa much to impart information, Rs to stir 
up your pure minds b,• way of remembrance. 
I shell, therefore, otlempt concisely, but not 

-exhoustlvely, to answer the q ue•tion, 
"Whet is the nature of a Gospel Church?" 
Its nature and ('onslitution must ever be 
ascertained, not from Acts of Parliament, 
nor from any statutes of human lei;rislature; 
but from the revealed will of that King, 
whose kini;rdom is not of this world, and 
whose supreme authority i• sugi;rested by the 
title He justly claim•, "King of kings and 
Lord of lords.'' The Jews which ere the 
basis of the formation end government of 
His Churches. ere embodied in His own 
statute book. • The rites and ceremonies bv 
which He is to be honoured are decreed bv 
His sole authority, nor bas any other legis
lator, or legislator,, permission to alter. muti
late, or ignore those rites and ceremonies. 
Tbe ends for which His Churches are to exist 
He has designed. To appoint others, which 
woulu in any respect concraveue these, is to 
commit treason ei:;ainst His crown rights. 
To tbe New Testament, therefore, we must 
come as to the law and testimony which 
senle.• and exhil>its that "'·stem of eccle
siastical polity, which is the ·revealed pattern 
af1er which our Cburehes are to be modelled. 

The word ·' Church," in our EnJ,:lish Test&
ments, is the translation J,:iven of •be com
pound Greek word " ecclesia "; the radical 
signification of which i•, " a called out 
assembly.'' Never is it used to denote the 
lluilding in which believers meet. This 
reminds me of an amusing incident that is 
said to have occurred in Suffolk. .A simple
minded Christian woman met a clergyman, 
who. pointing to his steepled edifice spoke of 
it as a church. "Call that a church," she 
said. •· Certainly, my good woman.'' 
"Well. sir, it can't be a New Testament 
Churcb." " And why not, may I ask." 
" Because, sir." she replied, "I read in my 
Testament, that part of a church once fell on 
Paul'• neck and kissed him. Now, sir, if a 
part of your church were to fall on your neck 
I am thinking you would be in a eorry 
plight." In the strict etymology and deriva
tion of our English word "church," the 
clergyman might have been grammatically 
correct, but as to ecclesiastical theology and 
polity, the poor woman bad the best of it. 
·• llilly bwffolk " is not •0 silly as some people 
think. TUe wisE: men, ave, and women. too, 
of tbe East are to be found there, of which, 
to m:v thinking, the nation bad a striking 
proof of !ale: and that too, not altogether 
unconnected with ecclesia•tical matters. But 
this only by the way. The word "ecclesia '' 
occur,; in the New Testament over one 
liundred time,. In some paces it is used in 

re!Rtlon to the whole elect company, or 
Church, which Christ loved, Rnd for which 
He gave Himself, that He ml!fht present It 
to H im~elf R glorious Church. In other., 
it denotes the whole body of believers then 
actually living, as when Paul sairl, " r per
se~uted the Church of God." But more 
frequently it is employed in a more limited 
sense; to d,scl'ibe a society, or ,ocieties of 
fa ilhful disciple•. When only one such is 
meant, the word is ever used in the sin11:ular. 
When more than one, In any given district 
or province, are intended, its plural form is 
invariably used, as," the Churches of Galatie" 
" the seven Churches of Asia," "the 
Churches of the Gentiles.'' Evidently thus 
recognising the individuality and indepen
dent nature of each Church in the aggregate 
number; and shewinjl' that no national, pro
vincial, or other establishment, absorbing in 
it~elf all separate exi_sting societies, was at 
that time known. The component parts of 
each New Testament Church were men, 
women, and youthful disciples, who professed 
to have received, and were believed to possess, 
spiritual life, and who, upon such profession, 
bad been baptized. By the descriptions 
given of them in various epistles, we find 
that they were esteemed as "beloved of God, 
called to be saint•," "those whose faith was 
spoken of lhroui:1h all the world ''; '' persons 
who were translattd from the kin11:dom of 
darkne~s into the kingdom of God's dear 
Son," and to whom the Gospel had come, 
not in word only, but also ill power, and in 
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance, a 
fact expressed by their work offaith, labour 
of love, and patience of hope. 

Such a character and reputation they were 
re~eatedly exhorted to maintain. Hypocrisy 
detected, was at once unflinchingly dealt with, 
by separating the individual from their 
number. Inconsistent conduct persisted in 
after reproof was dealt with in like manner. 
.A Gospel Chur~h, therefore, is a spiritual 
Cb urch. To quote the words of the late 
Mr. Palmer, "a Church may be rich, or it 
may he poor; it may 1,e large, or it may be 
small; it may be thi•, that, or something else, 
but it must be spiritual." Let this fact be 
ignored, and Samson is sborne of bis strength. 
Let it be vigilantly and vigorously recog
nised and acted upon in the admission of new 
members, in the exclusion of those who 
habitually belie their profession, and also, in 
the earnest seekiug by each and every mem
ber of a Christian Church, increasingly to 
possess the mind of Christ, and theu our 
Churches will be as giants refreshed with n_ew 
wine. Correct indeed is the description 
given by the so called National Church'. as 
to what a Church should be," a congregauoo 
of faithful men." Can ii, however, as a 
national establishment ever expect to ans"'.er 
that descriptiou, including, as it necessarily 
must, both the re'l'enerate and the unre
generate? Not all the blarney whict. bas 
been uttered and written about the efficacy 
of baptismal regeneration can conceal the 
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rect thRl tho•e who hnve been onl.r •ore
'1enerRtecl are not fnltl1ful men, In e Scriptural 
sense, while mnny of them nre not only the 
curse of the netlonnl Church, but of !he 
nation Itself. 

As wo, hove nlrendy hinter!, 1,apti.'1n waR 
essential to membership wirh a New Testa
ment Church. The commission p.-iven by 
Christ to His npostles end disciples. The 
loterpretetlon put upon it by theirsubs,quent 
acts, end the statements upon the subject 
found lo the epistle•, ere sufficient proof. 
We need not now further argue the point. 
A prayerful end unprejudiced appeal to the 
royal statute bouk, will, we feel asaured, dis
•perse the doubts of any who may be doubtful 
about the matter. Suffice it to soy, !hat it 
is one of the thing• most surely believed 
amongst us. All denominations, who regnrd 
baptism as e perpetual institution (unless 
indeed it be some Baptists), have always 
practically acknowledged, and we believe still 
-do that baptism in some form is essential to 
Church membership. The baptism of the 
New Testament, however, is but one. Im
mersion, or dipping of the person, into water 
in the name of the Felber, end of the Son, 
and of the.Holy Ghost. This form is essential 
to the character and designs of baptism as a 
positive institution. We therefore maintain, 
tbet according to the New Testament, only 
those believers so baptized are eligible for 
Church membership. If New Testament 
precepts and precedents are not to regulate 
the formation end government of our 
Churches in this matter, then in what are we 
to be guided by them 1 If the law of the 
Master's kingdom be broken in one point, 
why not in ell ? 

Further, e Gospel Church is e voluntary 
society. Its first formation is by mutual 
consent. Its gradual growth is to be 
-characterised by the •eme. The early dis
ciples gave themselves first unto the Lord, 
end then to His people according to His will. 
The gift WBS voluntary. Its BCCPptence WBS 
the some. As It wes in the beginning, so it 
is now, end so, we believe, it will ever be. 
At all events, it ever should. The earnest 
resolve of the decided Christion, " This people 
shell be my people, and their God shall be my 
God," should, after sufficient enquiries have 
been made to &'!Certain the itenuineness of the 
Individual. ever be met with the hearty 
response, '' Come in, thou blessed of the Lord, 
wbereforestandest thou without?" A Church 
of Christ should never be like e so called 
happy family of incongruous individuals, kept 
together against their will, and caged for the 
benefit of others. On the contrary, it should 
~ver be a community of like minded 
tndi~iduals, voluntarily associating together, 
end so kept by the three-fold cord of love. 
Each joyously saying to the other, " I will 
go with you, for I see that God is with 
you." 

obedience to which would he tran•gres•fon of 
our Lord's commonrl•, then the reply to 
these ,hould he," We mu•t obey God rather 
thon man.'' Lovalty to on earthly monerch 
must never infringe upon the Church's 
loyalty to her Lord. Even when co-operat
ing cordially with other Churches in works 
of faith end labours of love, each Church is 
independent of every other. Jn fact, it ill 
independent of all authority snve that with 
which the Jaws of Christ ore enforced. Sub
ject to His laws, it has a perfect right, by 
the majority of its members, to decide upon 
its own matters, and select its own office
bearers to et tend to its spiritual end temporal 
affairs. For the first of the•e purposes, it 
appoints its oishops, or elder•. For the secor;cl, 
its deacons. The qualifications necessary to 
he possessed by each. of these ere clearly 
described in the New Testament, and should 
be carefully observed in the choice of either. 
Whenever the lack of these qualifications is 
overlooked, and an individual, or individuals, 
are elected simply upon carnal or secular 
consideration,, the Church is sure to suffer. 
Such considerations, we are persuaded, have 
not infiuencetl your present choice, and we 
anticipate for you seB!'.ons of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord. 

As each Church should be independent of 
of every other, so it should he independent 
of pressure from within es well as from with
out. No pastor, no deacon, should ever act 
the p&rt of a tyrannical Diotrephes, and 
assert his authority as supreme, or endeavour 
so to use bis influence es to sap the indepen
dent vigour of a Church, and bow their will 
to his. Each otlice- oeerer bas but delegated 
authorit.v, for the exercise ef which be is 
responsible to those who gave ii. Each is 
the servant, end none the master of the 
Church. In fact, each New Testament 
Church is a society of persons associating 
_tolal"elher, upon terms of Gospel equality. 
All of them, if sincere Christians, are God's 
clergy, or heritage. -All lfis sons and Hill 
daughter•. Priests and kings to the living 
God; having an equal participation in the 
blessings and privileges of salvation. None 
are to exercise, or attempt to exercise, 
dominion. Our Lord Himself bas said it, 
and given us the reason: "One is your 
Master, even Cb.rist, and all ye are brethren." 
In his essay t1pon "Christian Churches," 
Doctor Angus, referrin~ to this equality, 
aays," It is not irrespective of character and 
holiness, but irrespective of everything else, 
end is modified by these only in a small 
degree. What men are b.v birth or wealth, 
or social standing, or intelligence, is nothing 
in the Church, if they are not Christians; 
end if they are Christians, their Christianity 
is their greet glory, e glory they share with the 
poorest of their brethren, and every natural 
gift is an honour,just so far as it is coosecrated 
to the good of the whole. To give men 

. Another feature of a Gospel Churchi, ts 
independence. To the State, or rulers of 
this world, It should soy, " We render unto 
Cre,er the things that ere Cll!aar's, end unto 
God the things which ere God's.'' And, if 
commends ere issued by earthly governors, 

more than this, is to forget the dignity due 
to e Christian, and to disown the eq u•lity 
for which "e plead; to give them lesa, is to 
deny the greee which is entitled, wherever 
we find it, to our reverence and love." To 
such an equality es this, none can justly take 
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exception, hut in it e,•ery member of R 
Churcb of Chri,t rn•~· well rejoice. 

In conelusion "'e would nffirm, thRt among 
the design• for \\'hich e Gospel Church exist•, 
there ere the,e (nf which WP expect to heRr 
more lo-night): The preaching ol the Word, 
the meinroinin!l" of Gospel ordinences (bap
tism, end the Lord'• Supper), in the order, 
end only in the order, in which Christ hes 
instituted them. The contending earnestly 
for the faith once delh•ered to the saints; the 
earnest seeking of the mutuRI welfare of 
those in Church fellowship, end also the 
temporal end spiritual well oeing of RII men, 
especially of the household of faith; the wide 
world dissemination of Gospel truth, end the 
u11e of those meRns which appear most adap
ted. by God's blessing, to bring in such a. 
are 011 t of the way end reedy to perish. 

In seeking, as a Church, to fulfil these 
desi!CT's, we wish you, with your newly 
chosen bi•bop, the richest blessings a 
covenant God can give. 

The evening service commeneed by singin,r 
"Glorious things of Thee are spoken." 
Peelm cxxvi. we. read, end Mr. Holden 
offered prayer. 

Mr. Ander.Min said be had been at many 
services of this cberecter, end thought every
thing wss got tllrougb in the afternoon in a 
very satisfactory manner. He would not 
binder this evening's proceedings with any 
remarks, but call on Mr. Shepherd to give 
the charge. He did not approve of that 
word, and often felt a. though he should like 
to substitute another for it. 

Mr. Shepherd then proceeded to offer some 
remarks to Mr. Copeland from the words: 
"But watch thou in all things, endure 
afflictions, do the work of on evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry" (2 Tim. iv, 
5 ). No doubt you are familiar with the 
words, end if you well read Timothy and 
'l'itus, you will there find e sacred end solemn 
charge. P~ul we. about to leave the Church, 
for he says ( ver. 6 ), '· The time of my 
departure is at bend." There is a difterence 
bet"'een e man who has borne the burden 
and beet of the day laying down, and a 
young men beginning the duties of life. 
The apostle al,o says, •· I cliarge thee before 
Goel, who shell judge the quick and the 
deed," &c. Whet e depth there is in these 
words; think of them, end that you are 
God's servant. No men is more solemnly 
charged then yoa are, remembering that 
Christ is the head of the Christian Church; 
He is our law-giver, our legislator; He is 
our all in all. Not only in the day of 
j uJgmen t will you be there, but the people 
10 whom you preach will be tb~re, end what 
position you may be in there is something 
too soleu,n to mink of. Your congregation 
tLen will be before you, end Low solemn then 
will be I Our position if you have not declared 
tue wLole coun,el uf God. )'ou must be 
vigilant. self-sacrificin~, laborious, conscien
tious. Watch, then, in ell tLings. Anciently, 
in tile Old Testaweut, God's ministers are 
corupa!'ed to watcllmen; they ere different 
now, but tlli• serves to illusl!ate this point
vigilance. Wa1cb over the state of religion 

in lour own soul ; ynu may be vel'y vlgilRnt 
in orhel' things, hut If you neglect your own 
soul your tale will be stole. If you discover 
n dt·yness in your own soul, e desire to be 
•hort at the throne ol grace, try as quickly 
RS you cen to get rid ol that state. Watch 
over your public character; If you do not 
someone el•e will. Never forget to thank 
God for a blessing, and then you can ask for 
another with good 11race. Do not be unduly 
depre88ed end de,pondin,r because no bles~ing 
appears. Watch over the little flock that 
God h•sgiven you, youn11 end old; endeavour 
t,1 seek that which was lost; see that they do 
not stray. Not only watch over those who 
ere committed to you, but those who come 
in occasionally. Endure affliction. This 
you will have to do, the snme as other people• 
there will sometimes be affliction that Is no~ 
common to most; both in end out of the 
Church you will have to contend with trials
be prepared to receive all rebuff~; do not 
think much of the little things you may have 
to endure, compared to the overwhelming 
kindness of God's people. If you ere faithful. 
you will make enemies-not purposely-lb; 
active enmity of those outside the Church is 
beyond oil expression. Make up your mind 
that tbe work of the ministry is not an easy
going affair. As there is e road to London 
from every port, so in every text let it lead 
to Christ; do not always talk about your 
trials, speak of the wondrous work of the 
Cross, end the people will like it end profit• 
the greet point is to tell bow God saves ~ 
sinner. Never forget that someone may be 
here who never heard the Gospel before, end 
recollect that all the work is not done in the 
pulpit. You mu;t reed the Word-reed it 
at home; I thought atone time I knew ell the 
Bible, but I have just learned that I know 
but little of it. Reed other books if you can. 
Do ell you can to furnish your mind, if you 
do. not you will soon find your level, and 
then you will wi>h yon were somewhere else. 
Teach, exhort, instruct, advise, and so on, 
but the proof will be in the fruit; the fire 
will try every work of what sort it is ; if you 
ere faithful, God will give the reward, end 
there will be many who •hall give full proof 
of your ministry, and et lest He will soy, 
"Well done, good and faithful servant," &c. 

Mr. Box addressed the Church from " Let 
your conversation be as becometb the Gospel 
of Christ." You have been united together 
this day in the sacred bonds of Church 
fellowship; you are a Church constituted 
after the order of the New Testament. No 
deacon or member thinks himsdl above bis 
fellow, so that I am enabled to speak toe 
fully recognised Church, and say," Let your 
conversation be es becometh tbe Gospel of 
Christ.'' The word conversation here does 
not mean mere oral di;;course • it is en a~tion 
pe1formed, such as becometh 'the Gospel; it 
!s a very sacred term. The Go•pel-whet is 
11? What it was it ever will be ; it is called 
the blessed Gospel. How sweet i, the term, 
"the Gospel ol the grace of God ! '' it is a 
Gospel of rich, full end free favours. How 
"!'ten bes our heart sung with joy lnexpres
'llhle-
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"Grace, 'tie n. charming F10und, 
HnrmonlonR to the ea.r." 

The GO!lpel hae a eultabllity In it •dapted to 
tbewboleChurchofGod, I mnv h•ve know
ledge of a thing by hearsay, but ·this Gospel le 
only made known to ue ae revealed by the Holy 
Spirit, Adoration ls a term which embodlee 
the meaning of that word, " Chrlet in the 
heart the hope of glory." It Is also a bless
tog to know He Is King In Zion. He has 
made laws, and we must fall before Him. 
In the admission of Church members, only 
receive those whom you believe to have been 
born again; we dare not ask one to be bap
tlzed, or join the Church, however near they 
may be in naturql relationsbip, if they can
not give proof of change of heart .. Ae King 
lie claims our all~giance; we must give up 
our own feelings to the honour and glory 
of our King. As a Church, " let your 
conversation ·be as becometh the Gospel ; " if 
you are out of your seat when you miv;ht be 
In ii, you will lose a blessing. The Gospel 
reveals the relationship between Christ and 
Hie Church; we are here spoken of as 
brethren ; bow needful that we should not 
fall oat by the way. Be ye all of one mind, 
be courteous, do it as becometb the Gospel of 
Christ. Forsake not the BSsem bling of your
selves; whenever the doors are open it is the 
voice of God speaking to you. Do not neglect 
the ordinances, it will lacerate the heart of 
pastor and deacons if you are absent when 
you might be present. The Gospel has 
precious privileges; how sweet is the com
munion of saints, when we can meet and 
converse with each other of the joys and 
sorrows by tile way, what a sweet reciprocity 
is often realised here. Our actions must be 
in harmoily with it, and take care the world 
sees it. 

The proceedings of I.he day were brought 
lo a close by Mr. Squirrel giving some words 
of congratulation to minister and Church.· 
Mr. Stockdale and Mr. Youdan were very 
courteous, and gave a good welcome to the 
num~rous friends who had gathered on the 
occas100, J, W, B. 

SYMPATHY, EDIFICATION, AND 
EXAMPLE. 

VERY DEAR PASTOR,-Many thanks 
for the few tbou~hts you put down on paper 
upon 1 Cor. vii. 14. My mind is now quite 
settled on that point, for as soon as l read 
yours, I could see as it were with new eyes. 
I neyer could think it was spiritual sancti
fication there intended. Although I have 
been a Bible reader from my childhood, yet 
wbat a lack of understandiog I feel as 
regards its precious truths. I do ask the 

d
d~ar Lord to open my understanding as He 

id the two disciples we read of. I have 
beguo to read the Bible through again tLis 
year-reading the New Testament in the 
:orning and the Old In the evening; I have 
one this several times, and yet the sacred 

volume is still new and precious-yea, it is 
;~nexhaustible mine of precious treasure. 
L en I think of the rich provision the dear 

0rd and Saviour bas made for His cbildrer., 

I feel aebamed of my coldness and balf
heartednese. Oh, how dull and stupid I am 
In the good ways of God. 

Dear pastor, I was very sorry when I 
understood poor old Mr.Banke was dead· for 
I always felt II union of soul to the de;r olrl 
man, through reading bis pieces in the 
TEBBBL. I hope he is safely landed OD that 
blessed shore, beholding the dear Saviour who 
bought bis pardon on the tree. He i• oow 

"Far rrom a world or i;rrief and sin 
With God eternally shut In." • 

I am told you are about to give up your 
pastorate through increasing infirmities. 
Dear brother, you can be but ill spared out 
of the Lord's ranks in these days of error 
and casuality among professors of religioo; 
for the so-called houses of God are turned 
into :!lower-shows alid music-rooms for 
services of sonir, and I know not what all. 
It must be a stink in God's nostrils. May 
the good Lord keep the feet of His saints at 
Pulbam-St.-Mary, that none of the friends 
may depart from the good old paths. I need 
not say how sorry I am to think of your 
l!'iving up. I pray God that the mantle of 
Elijah may rest on Elisha, and may the 
choicest blessings attend your declining davs· 
may the precious truths you have brought 
before the people for so many years, be your 
soul'~ support and comfort-yea, may peace 
and comfort attend you and your dear 
afBicted partner in life, which is the prayer 
of your unworthy servant, 

EMMA BAR!l'ES. 
Sycham, april 9, 1886. 
[We trust this-sent us by our dear 

friend and brother. B. Taylor-will be read 
with soul profit, ·and that the excellent 
example set forth for reading God's Word 
will be followed by many.-J. W. B.] 

RE - OPE!S'ING OF PROVIDENCE 
BAPTIST CHAPEL, SLAITHW AITE, 
YORKS. Pastor-O. S. DoLBET. 
The friends meeting together at the above 

place, have for a considerable time back felt 
most keenly the desirability of having either 
a new cllapel, or the old one enlarged and 
re-pewed. Although many who have the 
cause at heart would have liked a new place, 
it was perceived that the majority were 
against it; therefore it was allowed to drop. 
But those who thought the enlargement was 
practicable, set to work and got plans, which 
were in due time submitted to the Church 
and congregation. This took place in the 
mouth of August, 1885 ; and at that time 
a circumstance occurred which almost 
threatened to stop the work which bad 
thus been begun. The friends at the Surrey 
Taberuucle saw fit to give Mr. Dalbey (our 
present minister) a call to the pastorate at 
that place; and when this was duly made 
known to the Church and coogregation, it 
was resolved to postpone the contemplated 
altera1ion until a settlemeut of the question 
relating to the minister bad been arrived nt. 
This was, as might be expected, a time of 
sorrow and great anxiety; and not until Mr. 
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Dolhey made known In a public way, that 
he did not l!ee the Lord's ham,! Rufflclently 
clear In the matter of his remov11.J, 11.nd, 
therefore, he should abide with the people, 
was there any hope of further eff'ort. But 
when the con~tion were M!!tlred of his 
abiding with them, they oet et once to work 
end soon found the people were willing and 
read,· to do all they could to h11.ve a com
modious and romfortable building In which 
to worship the God of their fathers. 

On Aul!,"u•t 23, the masons bej!'an their 
work. and •oon 1he old chapel looked like a 
wreck. We liad hoped the work would have 
heen completed in a much shorter ti111e than 
it bas taken to accomplish it; but the weatlier 
being rough and stormy, and the frost being 
severe end lonl!', we have h:. this matter been 
doomed to disappointment. However, we 
have, through the l!'ood bend of our God 
upon us, lived to •ee our desires granted; 
and on Thursday, the 8th ult., brother J. 8. 
Anderson preached the opening sermon; 
when free grace and dyinl!," love made the 
hearts of the people rejoice. Many beard 
with great delight, whilst our brother sought 
to exalt our glorious Jehovah in the preer.b
ing of the everlasting Gospel. Considering 
the inclement state of the weather, we bad 
a good congrt'getion hotb afternoon end 
evenln,r. 

Saturday, the 10th inst., brought our 
brother Winters into rather winter quer!ers; 
for be bed just a taste of frost and snow; 
but not quite enouitb to damp the ardour of 
bis soul, or to freeze up the spring of bis 
affections. Therefore, when the time for 
WOl'&hip came, be reed by way of text " My 
presence shell go with thee, and I will give 
thee rest." The congregation wu good, 
con&idering the fr~t and snow; but in the 
afternoon and evening we were crowded out, 
and many were not able to gain admittance 
at ell 

.AJ;, may be expected, collections were made 
at the cl~ of each serrice in aid of the 
building fund; and will you believe it when 
I tell you that the amount placed in the 
boxes was .£346 7s. 4.d., and in addition to 
this, there is something like £17 6s., the 
result qf the tea provided on Thursday and 
Sunday afternoons, making a total of .£363 
13s. 4d. Such a collection was never known 
at SlBithwaite before, and I question whether 
such a one we,; ever taken in any Strict 
Baptist Chapel in the land. This is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes. Sorely, sir, it shows to the world that 
there is some vitality in the eause at SlBitb
wBite; the affections of the people towards 
the place where their forefather~ worshipped 
God ere troly great; the place where God's 
honour dwelleth is very near their heart. 
May the abundant mercy of J ebovab be more 
and more manifested, so that in the enlarged 
bollie many of the Saviour's " other sheep" 
may be called, and made to plll'I! under the 
rod, and tbUB brought manifll!ltly into the 
bonds of the covenant. 

We shell have a debt of a few hundred 
pounds left, at Jee,;t for a little while; but we 
ttust that our fai1blul God, who bas enabled 

us to raise the sum of one thousand three 
hundred pounds, wlll not leave us until we 
can 11y of the chapel, 88 we can say of the 
Church," It 11 paid for.'' 

The opening servlCM have been a great 
snccer.1, end lonp; will they be remembered 
by ONB WHO WA8 THBRB. 

POPERY IN OUR VILLAGES. 
DBAR MR. EDITOR, -The strides of 

Popery In our villap;es have for eome time 
occupied my thoughts. We have It In the 
form of Ritual11m, with all Its show and 
parapbemelle, also under the p;ulse of the 
j!'real:f>st kindnl!II!! the people are beguiled. 
Some months beck I di•cussed this matter 
with a brother minister, as to the best means 
of meeting it, and was told be did not con
sider he bed any right to touch that tlll that 
touched him personally, God would take care
of His own children. The question is some
times asked, What ls Romenism 1 My 
answer iii, Any end everything, whether in 
doctrine or practice, that is opposed to the 
Christ of God. When I look around In this 
dark neighbourhood, not a single brother for 
miles around who is making any effort to
carry the Go~pel into the villages, I feel like 
a sparrow alone, while others calmly tell ue 
Rome is not what she once was. It is true, 
the harlot bes donned the garb of the Lamb, 
and covered her claws with the wool of seem
ing kindness, but let us remember, beneetb 
are the cruel claws of the wolf ready to tear 
away our liberty, and If permitted, to destroy 
our lives. Oh, sir, if our pastors end 
Churches did but feel their responsibility, 
this state of thinizs would not long continue. 
Some may say What is the remedy 1 The
Gospel f..itbfuhy proclaimed. Uur dark 
villages went the Gospel. Where it is 
preached God is faithful to His word, He 
will bless Bis own Word. 

About e year beck we had the o:ffer, quite 
unexpected, of a village ecbool-room to preach 
in, which is some miles from here. Some
thought it was too far from home, and ought 
not to be accepted. Obstacles were raised, 
but the cry bad gone forth, Come over and 
help us! I am blessed witll such B deacon, 
as I wish it was the lot of every Church to
have, a lover of souls. With bis able assis
tance we have been, with God's help, enabled 
to preach there every week. God bes blessed 
His own Word. 

On Lord's-dev, February 14, we beptized 
three, one the clerk of a Church in an ed
joiniog parish, with two others, which was• 
joyful occuion to us. We bed a large 
congregation, several hundreds were present. 
It was a solemn time. May our Cburcbesd 
be aroused to the need of our times, to seo 
forth the truth of God Into the dark place~ 
of our land. We have nothing to fear wll..
truth on our side. 

Believe me, dear brother, 
Yours In bonds, 

F. J. HAR8ANT. 
Claxton, Norfolk. 
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MARO ATE. - Our brother Wlee, after 
having served the Mount Ephraim Church 
here most faithfully for upwards of ten years, 
bag been led to resign hie pastorate; his 
work here, the whole time, hos been against 
wind and tide, yet he both been upheld by 
grace lo the whole truth of the Oospel, from 
which he hns never, for one moment, departed, 
We are truly sorry to part with him, and 
would not do eo If It was In our power to 
keep html but we ore a poor few, end unable 
to give b m that which be needs and fully 
deserves et our hands; we therefore recom
mend him to the Churches of Ood 89 one 
that le called by Ood to preach His 009pel, 
and may the dear Lord go witb him where"rer 
He may lead, and bless, end make him a 
bleseiog to many, 89 He bath made him to 
us. So pray those who have been with him 
from the commencement of his labours here. 
tiigoed OD behalf of the Church, EDWARD 
MILLER, Deacon. 

WALTHAM ABBEY.-Tbe sixty-second 
anniversary of the cause at Ebeoezer was 
held on Thursday April 8. To show their 
esteem for Mr. Winters, the pastor, a Rreat 
number of ministers and friends connected 
with causes of truth in London, were present, 
among whom we noticed brethren H. and 
J. Lee and Lovelock, of Bow; J. Saundera 
end J. Taylor, of Bermondsey; Walter James, 
several from Providence, Islington, and 
other places; so that the commodious 
sanctuary wns comfortably filled in the 
afternoon, Mr. Thomas House conducted 
the first part of the service by reading and 
prayer. Mr. Reynolds then delivereJ a die
course from P•a. xl. I-3. In bis prefatory 
remarks, he said there were some of whom 
we read in the New Testament who said, 
"We would ~e Jesus." Is not this our 
desire this aflernoon? Unless we see Jesus, 
the service will be tedious. The sermon 
tbrou!l'bout portrayed our Lord and Saviour 
JesusCbrlet. "As," said the preacher," the 
words of the text contain David's personal 
experi-.nce, the experience of every eaio t of 
Ood; but they more especially refer to the 
Men of 8orrows." Mr. Reynolds was enabled 
by the Holy Spirit to handle the subject in a 
deep experimental way, as of a lftan much 
riper in yeaTs. It is soul-comforting to 
know that, while the watchmen on the walls 
who have borne the burden and beat of the 
day, are being gathered home, that God i• 
raising up young men such as Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Squirrel, Mr.W. Hazelton, Mr. Herrinir, 
Mr. Moxham, Mr.Copeland, Mr. Rose, J.E. 
Elsey, Pardoe, our relative end friend J obn 
Huot Lyon, and many others, to clearly and 
unfllocbiogly declare the solemn and yet 
glorious truths of the Oospel, witbout 
pandering to the contradictory and vain 
hnegloations of free-will end duty-faith. 
The one Is founded on the Rock of Ages, 
the other, the baseless fabric of a vision. 
In the evening, Mr. W. Kempston presided. 
and after readlo!l' Poe. I., end prayer by Mr. 
James Lee, called on the pastor, brother W. 
Winters, who gave an Interesting account of 
the rise and prol{ress of the cause, w hicb we 

may furnl•h our reader• wltb anotheT day 
oulliceit for the present to s&y, that CbuTch: 
school, pastor, deacons, teacher!!, ell work on 
hermoniouoly !Ol!'ether, and God is ble••ing
lbelr labour•. Mr. T. House, of Tottenham, 
spoke from the words, "He that i• our God." 
Those who con take up this language and 
uoe it in a spiritual sen•e, know its meeninir. 
We can only know Ood as He ie revealed to 
us by the Holy Spirit. There might he one 
here to-night who cannot say He is my God; 
may the Lord by His Spirit reveal Himoelf 
to such an one and to us all, for His name'• 
sake. Mr. W. H. Lee, from "Behold, I 
come quickly," said, saving grace comes as 
free 88 the air to all the chosen seed of God; 
if you end I are called, it is because God 
would do It. My bearer, are you among 
the number? Is yolll' name in the Lamb's 
book of life? Do you inwardly sigh-

" In Thy re.ir book or life and grace, 
Oh, me.y I find my na.111e; 

Recorded in some hamble place, 
Beneath my Lord the Lamb.'" 

Then I say," Hold fast "-bold fast the lr•Jth 
of Ood, whatever may come. Mr. Kemp>ton 
thought it would not be right if this mee1ing 
passed off witbou t making some allusion to 
their lately-departed friend and brother, 
C. W, Banks. He (the speaker) said .\[r. 
Banks was made useful to me in showing 
me whet I was 8S a poor sinner before God, 
and baptized me, and I desire that we should 
pay this pB!!SiDJl' tribute of respect to bis 
memory. Mr. Alfrey said the work God bes 
begun in a soul He will carry on; let us 
beware of attempting to improve the Word 
of God. Mr. Reynolds spoke of personal 
godliness. God is en unchanging God ; there 
is no perfection in us, it is all in Him. Mr. 
Tooke contended for speaking the troth in 
love-we are to tell out all that God bes told 
us and keep nothing back. Mr. Henry 
.Welsh gave a few words of kindly feeling to 
the people of God, and brother Winters and 
bis good partner in life. Mr. Winteni. 
thanked Mr. Kempston, the ministers, and 
friends for their eocouragio11; words and 
presence. J. W. B. spoke of the pleasure 
and happiness be realised in meeting with 
Ood's people. Mr. Lovelock closed with 
prayer. The services were in every way 
gratifying and refreshing to soul lllld body. 
Tea was served in the capacious schoolroom, 
which w89 quite full.-J. W. B. 

READING.-MY DEAR BROTHER,-
1 have just closed a very enjoyable visit to 
Reading, in Berkshire. Our good ond godly 
brotller, Mr. Abijab Martin, in bi• free end 
lnrge-bear.ted way, gave me most excellent 
entertainment; indeed, ell bis household 
seemed bent on making my visit such as should 
be remembered with pleasure. At Providence 
Chapel I found some very Jl'r&cious souls, 
who love the pure Oospel, and with some of 
whom I bad sweet, though brief, intercourse. 
They appear to be pressiug on in full 
harmony. and ere well grounded in the deep 
truths of Ood. I trust there is a grand 
future in store for " Providence ; " may 
our dear covenant Lord keep it every 
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moment, 110d evermore wRter it with the 
dews of His rich ,vece. Brother M11rtlo, 
who m11y be reg11rded ns the pRtrlerch of the 
church, is eminently fitted for bis office, nod 
is m11kiog full proof of his celling. The deep 
waters through which he h11~ been c11lled to 
p11n have been oa10ctified of the Lord for 
good, and I Rrfatly rejoice that the Lord 
has been ple11.ed to favour " Providence '' 
with such a truly devoted Rod 11ble deacon 
of the Ne..- Test11meot order. I WBS Riso 
much pleased with the Bible-class so 11bly 
conducted by Mr. Welman, juo. I was 
fB,oured with the opportunity of attending 
one of their meetings, Rod it gRve me great 
pleasure to listen to the pepel"ll which were 
re11d at that meeting, and which had been 
written by members of the class on subjects 
of their own choosing, amon1rst which may 
be noted," Pra~1er," "Sincerity,'' "Light," 
" Faith,'" " Patience," and the like, all of 
which bre11thed a pure, yet robust spirit, 
giving evidence alike of the clear grip of the 
subject treated upon, and of a 1rodly sincerity 
of heart end purpose, !eflectiog great credit 
upon the president of the ch,ss, as well 11s on 
the members themselves. With •uch an able 
senior deacon, supported by the friends, a11d 
such e Bible-class, the Church et " Provi
dence " bas not iii name in vain. I shell 
n:pect to see, or hear, of great things done 
by the Lord at " Providence." Some are 
coming forward, testifying to the grace of 
God, while others, I understand, 11re under 
deep concern. May our covenant and 
gracious Lord, in rich mercy, visit other 
Churches in like manner. So prays,-Yours 
,·ery trulv, in the holy bonds of Gospel free 
.guee.-W. ROWTON PARKBR. 

BOW.-A.t Mount Zion, Devon's-road, on 
Tuesday, March 30, the anniversary of the 
formation of the Church was held. Mr. 
Shepherd preached in the afternoon, and Mr. 
W. H. Lee pre,ided at the evening meeting. 
.Psalm cxlv. was reed, and Mr. Margerum 
prayed. Tee ch11irm11n said many changes 
have passed since we were first united 
together e.s a Church; but we have oot 
changed in b~art, for which we desire to 
bless the good band of our God ; the same 
truths we commenced with are as dear to our 
hearts now as then. There were thirteen of 
us united toj!"etber in fellowship seventeen 
years ago, when the late C. W. Banks 
formed them into a Church; the number 
now is about 50. We are glad to •ey there 
is a little increase in the congregation, and 
we are at peace. Mr. Sbepllerd gave an 
address from " Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God ; " it is something to know what we 
are now. If we are the •ons of God now, He 
will do the very best for us; and if you 
know what that iJa, I do not. There is a love 
that binds us here-the mother to the babe, 
-toe llusband to the wife; but His love is far 
greeter than all. If we are in trouble or 
affliction, it does not alter that blessed 
"now.'' Every Christian is a living member 
of a living Christ, and nothing can alter that 
connection. As ngards degrees in glory, 
my degree in glory will be to be like Him; 

not only with Him, but like Him, Mr. 
Winters: I Rm glacl to know the Lord has 
bleued you here; may you have an ln
rrea,io!I" experimental knowledge of H ls 
presence. Mr. Holden spoke of the fAllhful
neB•, boldness, end tenderness of Chri,t. Our 
Lord was faithful. Some hold beck for fear 
of offending. Oh, for :nore of the spirit of 
Christ. The fle,h profiteth nothl ng. Our 
Saviour lays the axe to the root oft be tree of 
ell fleshly doings. Mr. Cornwell, on "Look 
unto Me I·• said : There is not II child of God 
but that likes to look away from self, for the 
heart i• deceilful above ell thing•. Mr. 
lienoett gave ,ome very sound remsrks on 
"Jesus lives and reigns.'' Mr. Lee thnnked 
the friends from other Churches for their 
countenance by their presence that day. The 
attendance wes excellent, both afternoon end 
eveoing--J. W. B. 

NOTTING-HILL-GATE.-Theanniver
sery services of Bethesda Sunday-school 
were held Lord's-day, March 14, when two 
sermons were preached by the pastor, Mr. G. 
Herring, In which be was led to !!i•e some 
excellent advice to the teachera upon seeking 
God in the preperBtioo of their lessons, 110d 
to seek Him before coming to the school. 
On Tuesday, March 16, there was a tea et 5 
p.m., to which II goodly number of friends 
and chiMren set down. A public meeting 
was held in the evening, the pastor in the 
chair, which commenced by the teachers and 
scholars singing an anthem. Mr. Spire 
(deacon) engaged in prayer. The chairmen 
called on H. T. Thieelton (secretary) to reed 
the report, wbicb, with one exception, was 
very encouraging. It stated that during 
the past year three of the teRchers and two 
from the Bible-class had been added to the 
Church through the constraioing power of 
God. These additions make the teachers all 
members of the Church, for which we desire 
to render special thanks to God for His good
ness and mercy. The increase of ,cbolaro 
during the past year was 27. The Hoances 
were not 11s good a• heretofore, but these 
were augmented by the collection of the 
previous Lord's-day. Our deer pastor read 
11 short portion of the Word of God, and then 
called on Mr. E. Doncaster (superintendent), 
who gave a short, prectic11I, and loving 
address. Recitations and singing followed. 
A piece of music was well sung by seven of 
the scholars. Mr. Oxborrow (deacon) then 
made a financial statement, and invited 
subscriptions of a penny weekly towards the 
eicpenses of the •chool, which was readily 
rei,ponded to by tlte friends present. Mr. Spire 
then presented a testimonial, consisting of e 
handsome teapot, sugar basin, and cream jug, 
to Mr. James Rowley, the leader of the 
sio11;ing, which had been sub,crihed to by 
tbe Bible-cles,, teachers, and several friends 
who appreciate our brother's efforts on behalf 
of the praise of God in this place of worship. 
Mr. Rowley briefly replied bis thanks, and 
the •urprise and pleRSure it was to him to 
receive it. The meeting closed by sin~log, 
" All bail the power of Jesus' name,' and 
prayer by the pastor.-H. T. T. 
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PECKHAM RYE.-At Zion, Heaton
road, on Tuesday, Mnrch 23, special services 
were held In aid of the Building Fund, and 
to give BR opportunity to miniAters and 
members or other Churrhes to manifest their 
sympathy to the Church at Heaton-road in 
their pre.aent time of trill!. The meetinl!' 
was a l!'f&rlous and gratifylnl!' success, and 
must have been exceedinl!'IY cheerio!!' to the 
hearts of the deacons (brethren Fenner and 
Wadsworth) and to the Church and reople 
worsbipplnl!' there. The very names o those 
who took part, their status in the Church of 
God, and their universally-knowr Christian 
deportment and contention for the" truth as 
it is in Jesus," being proclaimed by a man 
with "clean bands," was sufficient to give an 
impetus to the friends at Heaton-road, if 
they bad not spoken a word. But they did 
speak, and . that under the anointing and 
uoctious influence of the Holy Spirit, for a 
quiet, solemn, and sacred feeling pervaded 
1oe assembly. Mr. W. Kempston presided, 
and read with much emphasis Ecclesia,tes iii. 
Mr. Hose prayed for the Lord's blessing on 
the meeting and the cause. Mr.'Kempston 
said : I have known the cause here for some 
time: His word bas been sweet to my taste 
while uniting with the friends in worshipping 
God here. So blessed have the seasons been 
that I could say and sing-

" Here I oonld sit e.nd sing o.way 
A long and everlasting day." 

Mr. Anderson's subject was" The food Jesus 
loved and lived upon" (John iv. 34). Jesus 
took a journey into Galilee, through Samaria; 
He was weary, way-worn,foot-sore; He could 
have commended chariots and attendants 
without number. He did not; He traversed 
the road on foot, and, coming to a well, he 
sat down awhile, and sent His disciples into 
the city to buv food while He thus rested. 
They brought" the food and said, " Master, 
eat; '' and He said, "I have meet to eat that 
ye know not of. I must work the works of 
Him that sent Me." He worked every day. 
He came to finish the work the Father gave 
Him to do-i.e., the salvation of His Church. 
He obeyed tbe demands of the law, and bore 
the curse. He freely and voluntarily engaged 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
It was the glory of Christ to do His Father's 
work, in rescuing poor, perishing souls. It 
should be our meat to do what God bas sent 
us to do, whatever that may be. Mr. Box, 
on" Doctrine asraio and dew drops" (Deut. 
xxxii. 2). With you as a Church it is a time ol 
trial. May tbe rain descend, and the dew
drops come on your souls, then you will see 
lruit aod prosperity. Doctrine is the theme 
taught, doctrine as raio ond dew ; aod who 
ean estimate the value of a shower of rain ? 
The rnin comes down irom heaven and softens 
the ground ; so the dew of heaven comes 
down and softens the poor sinner's heart 
when aceompaoled by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. Divine doctrine is comforting aod 
consoling. We have many infirmities, but it 
Is B consolation to know" He remembers we 
are dust." You are afraid you will nol bold 
on your way, b1;1t He bas said you shall, for 

the purpMe of God 1tandetb sure. Mr. ,J. 
H. Lyoo, '' Tbe 'do It' or mighty faith" 
(I Kings xvill. 34). When God has a work 
to be done, His heart aod Hie people'• heart 
must beat together. All work that is of God 
shall prosper. If your work here is or the 
Lord it will be all right. You will have to 
wait and toil, toil and wait, but wait only on 
God. When you nod I stand side by side 
against any discouragements, we cau go to 
the Lord and remind Him of the Word of 
His grace. Mr. P. Reynolds, " Watch aod 
pray." Wbee difficulties are round about us 
we must be calm-cau never overcome a 
difficulty by rushing at it. This subject 
teaches us the comprehensiveness of spiritu
ality-prayer and work must be joinert 
together. Mr. W. K. !"quirrel gave a sweet 
and savoury artdress IJII. '• The precious name 
or Jesus." Mr. Marsh spoke on the l{l'ace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Mr. Howard read a 
hymn and Mr. Cooler closed with prayer.-
J. W. B. 

WALTHAMSTOW.-Our little cause at 
Zion Chapel, Maynard-road, bas oot sailed 
in your VESSEL now for more than twelve 
months. We shall be glad to let the friends 
know that we are still pressing on in hope. 
We commenced in the year 1873, and have 
passed through many a stormy sP.a, and 
struck against many a rock and split asun
der, but tbaoks be to God, we are still resting 
on that Rock which cannot be moved, 
though the winds may roar and the waves 
beat high. We are now passing through 
another storm, our pilot bas been dischai·ged 
from the ship, and the crew onre more 
divided. Oh, that we could more follow the 
counsel of the apostle, use our utmost en
deavours "to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace'' (Epb. iv. 3); where 
unity and peace is wanting, there are storms 

-and troubles. It is the outward peace of the 
Church that increasetb our inward joy, and 
the peace of God's !louse gives us occasion 
to eat our meat with gladness in our own 
houses (Acts ii. 46). Have you not heard 
many complain, that they are weary of 
church-communion, because of church-con
tention ; but where unity anrl peace i~, there 
Christians long for communion. As soon as 
this bond is broken ( which is as a wall about 
Christians), they bei:rin to make havoc and 
spoil of one another, then there is raising evil 
reports against each other, hence it is that 
we watch for the baiting•. and do inwardly 
rejoice at the miscarriage of others, say in!? in 
our hearts,., Ho, ha, so we would have it." 
The apostle tells Titus of some, whose mouths 
must be stopped, or else they would subvert 
whole houses (Titus i. II); not only houses, 
b11t whole Churches have been subverted. 
Oh, for more charity, which tbinketh no 
evil; and therefore, it cannot surmise, for as 
charity coveretiJ a multitude of sins, so 
malice covereth a multitude of virtues; if 
we would live in peace, let us remember our 
relations to God as children to a father, and 
to each other as brethren. It was this that 
made Abraham propose terms of peace to 
Lot (Gee. xiii.)," Let there be no strife," 
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•aid be," between us, for we are brethren," 
And we read or Mml!!I (Acts vii. 26) using 
thi• nrj!'ument, "811'11," selth be, "you are 
brethren, why do ye wron11; one to another T" 
A deep sen•e of this relRtlon, that we are 
brerbren, would keep us from dlviding.-E. 
SMITH. 

[We know our friends here have been 
much tried, and their lengua11;e is, 
"Brethren, pray for u•." We hope they 
may be held togetber.-J. W. B.] 

OVER. CAMBS.-On Tuesday, April 6, 
It was our prlvilej!'e end pleasure to attend to 
the ordinenr,e of believers' Boptism in primi
tive order. There being no bapti•try in the 
chapel. it bes. for many yea"' pest, been the 
cu•tom to l!'o to the River Ouse, ahout one 
and a-half miles from the villaj!'e. Thither we 
resorted on the above-mentioned day, at a 
place called " Over Cote." The day being 
fine, numbers of people of various denomi
nations, from Over and the adjoinin11; villages, 
assembled together by the river •ide. Appro
priate hymns were sung. Brother J. Mus
till reed a portion of the Word, and p~ayed. 
Brother E. Debnam 11:ave a very warm
bearted, Scriptural address. The writer then 
immersed, in the name of the Trinity, four 
believers in the Lord J .. us Christ, one beinj!' 
my eldest daughter, another the younirest 
<laughter of brother Debnam, and another 
the dau,:-hter of our late esteemed end godly 
brother Broughton, of Eynesbury, who sud
denly expired in the vestry at St. N eots, a 
year ago. At five o'clock tee was provided 
in the chapel. In the evening we bad en 
excellent congre!?ation to bear our good 
brother A. Baker, from Needingwortb, preach 
an earnest discourse from " They beard them 
speak with tongues, and magnify God." 
The sermon was sound in doctrine and ex
perience. Our brother's whole heart and 
soul was in the work, and the word was 
enjoyed. Brethren Sedler, from Willing
ham, end Flavel, from Swevesy, were with 
us, and took part in the services, which 
passed off well and orderly. Nothing 
occurred to mar the pleasure of the Llay. It 
was a day to be remem bereLI, causing us to 
exclaim, " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and 
all that is within me bless His holy name." 
Josu.H M0BLING. 

THE LATE C. W. BANKS" ASLEEP.'• 
Being in London on Monday, March 29, 

I made my way to 9, Banbury-road, South 
Hackney, feasting my!!lllf upon the prospect 
of BD hour's sweet fellowship with our deer, 
old, macb loved, and faithful friend, C. W. 
Banks. Bu I ifl this, as in many of the ex
perienees of life, I was doomed to disappoint
ment. On arrival et the house, I fou11d that 
the spirit of our dear friend bed :fled to 
purer and happier climes, while bis mortal 
remain, only were left behiud. It was, 
however, some measure of comfort to look 
upon e•en the clay tenement which bad, for 
ei.;hty long yeer~, contained the generous 
end devout spirit of him we loved. And for 
the comfort and help of such as bad not the 

privilege of eeelo,t even bis last remains, and 
for the glory of God too, let me aay, I never, 
In all my life, saw a more pleBSBnt corpse 
than thRt of our friend Banks; It looked ae 
though he was sweetly sleeplnit, with !I sort 
of eweet unconseloue smile lighting up bis 
countenance, reminding one very forcibly 
of the worde In Acts vl!:,_ concerning Stephen 
-" lie fell asleep." with the full force of 
bis faculties, and with a soul still on fire 
with love to bis covenant Lord, and them 
that are His, he edited the EARTHBN 
VESSBL for April, and then having com
pleted the work, be said,-

" In peace he pn11eed e.we.y, 
So we've nothing more to say. A.men,'' 

Words characteristic of the men who bed so 
nobly, by the grace of God, fought a good 
fight, finished bis course, and was fully ripe 
for glory. A true, spirit-taught man, wholly 
consecrated to the service of his Divine Lord 
and Master ; a faithful, unftinchin~ friend 
who, like bis Lord, never wearied m doing 
good; an able Editor, and a generous al
moner to the poor wnts of God everywhere 
it will be, l fear, lon11; before we shall look o~ 
bis like again. Many n heart would be 
made sad by the news of bis departure, but 
ll,T8Bt would be the joy in heaven when the 
blood-bought soul was sarely landed there. 
We can ill spare him, but God knowe best, 
be it ours, then, meekly to say, "Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight." 
May our last end be like bis. So prays bis 
sorrowing frleod,-

W. ROWTON PARltEB. 
Gainsboro', March 31, 1886. 

GAINSBOROUGH.-At Mr. Rowton
Parker's chapel, Gainsborough, a meeting 
and seniees, in aid of the funds or this cause, 
was held on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 
6 and 7. There was a good attendance, and 
we have reason to believe that both spiritual 
and temporal !?OOd was realised. Mr. Coun• 
cWor Hind, of Relford, presideJ, and Messrs. 
Piggott, Parker, and others assisted, and all 
united in singing, "Praise ye the Lord, 'll!i 
good to raise," kc.-ONE PBBSBNT. 

CBELTENHAM,-Mr. Bloomfield, after 
more than sixteen years' ministry at 
Gloucester, bas given notice to resign the 
pastorate of the Baprist Chapel next June, 
and give himself to anniversary work, &c. 
He bas been the means, In the Lord's bands, 
of building a large new chapel, also the 
beautiful Raikes' Sunday-Bchools; bis labour• 
have been much blessed.-J. F. 

ISLINGT0N.-Sixth anniversary of Mr. P. 
Reynolds' paotorate was held on Sunday and 
Tuesday, April 18 and 20. This is one of the 
cau,es of truth ID. this great metropolitan city 
where _the Word at God is being blessed: the 
hvi'lg m Jerusalem are built up in the faith, 
and, through the quickening lufluence of tbo 
Holy Spirlr, souls are being brought from the 
power at darkne,s Into the light and liberty of 
the Gospel, and pastor, deacooa, members, and 
congregation dwell tog, ther in unity. flaw 
cbeermg I Mr. Willey, one of the deacons, In hi• 
own native and emphatic way, said: 'l'brougb 
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the mercy and klndne•• ol God, we aro going on 
,ery nicely; we bave a goocl pRstor, de&oone 
'9ork on harmoniously, and we have good con
gre$Btlone:. Fourteen were a.dcled la.At yeRr, 
11,nd there o.ro Reven candlde.teR for hnpttem and 
commnnlon. At tho evening meeting Mr. E. 
Harrle, of Shoultlbam-etrcet, pre•lded, and read 
p,a. cxutll., and Mr, Hnlnce. of Homerton-row, 
a•k•d the J,ord's bleeelng. Tho chairman, after 
dllotlng upon the eabJecte of tbo oven Ing and of 
the great pleasure it afforded him in being pre
eent, nnd or tho groat attachment he felt towards 
brother Reynold• !or Christ's •ake, called upon 
Jl{r. Anderson to epeak on the Promise of Unity. 
Mr. Wintor• on tbo Prayer for Unity, in which 
thorne be delighted and WRrmed up aa be 
treated upon ite II preoiommees," a.nd quoted 
AU@'UStae Toplady, who once ea.Id the greatest 
anomaly In the world was to see &n Arminian 
at prRyer. Hie eub]ect wae taken from John 
:r:vll. The speaker said veree• 1 to' 6 contain 
onr Saviour's prayer to the Father, showing 
that prayer is personal, eo that every trno 
believer muet be a praying soul. Vereee 6 to 19 
relates to the dieclplee, and might be termed " 
family prayer. Verses 20 to end refer to the 
Cbarcb of the fntare. Brethren J obn Box. W, 
Hazelton, Warren, Kern, Mayhew, and Philip 
Reynolds continued In the eamA sweet and 
savoary strain on the sabJect of nnity In Its 
various phases In relation to the Cbnrch of 
Cbriet. In the afternoon .Mr. G. W. Shepherd 
delivered a discourse from " But ye have an 
auction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things•' (1 J obn ii. 20). Afternoon and evening 
chapel was full, On the previous Sunday .Mr. ~.f.'\V~ :swlcb, preached morning and evening. 

1t11uiag.e. 
On Tuesday, April 6 at Grove Chapel, Cam

berwell, by Mr. F. 0. Holden, Mr. G. Turner to 
Mrs. E. Wright, 

@nr iombston.es. 
On April 2, alter a long, severe aJ!lictlon; hut 

in joyous hope, .Mr. Henry Knights, for eight 
years pastor of the Obarob meeting In Tonning
atreet, Lowestoft, aged 64 yeare. 

On April 7, Mr. William Kitchen, formerly for 
29 years the devoted pastor of the Baptist 
Church at 11.ingetead, Northamptonshire, and 
more recently of Peterborongh, i.n the 80th year 
olbls i,ge. 

Very soddenly on Frldaynight,April 9 in her 
61st year, Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the late 
Thomaa A ustln, of South Hackney, formerly 
secretary to the Itinerant Society. On the card 
is that beautllal verse-

"They die In Jeans, and Rre blest, 
How sweet their slumbers ure; 

From suffering and from sin released, 
And freed from every snare." 

Sisters, brothers, lather, mother gone, and poor 
paralyeed Mary left almost alone. May t1le 
Lo~d co~ort her dear heart, and give her sweet 
rel!JgDBt1on to His will. Moot of the lttnerating 
brethren knew the deceased, and" Polly" also; 
pray for her. 

Mary Ellzabelh (Lizzie), the youngest and 
t•arly-beloved dangbter of Jilicbard and Marla 

I 
arder, or Yeovil, who fell aal,ep la Jeene April 

0, 18116, aged 17 years. Her song was-

"J esW1, Jover or my soul, 
Let me to Thy hoeom fly, 

While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still ls high. 

Hide me, 0 my Saviour. bide 
Till the storm of Ille be past; 

Safe into the haven guide, 
0, receive my soul at le.et." 

Mr. HopkinR, e. lor:~1 napti"t miniflter 0r 
Oheltenham, ho.~ paAaed nr to be with JeRns. 
He we.A a pie.in. uaefnl preacher nf ChriRt Jesa~. 

The la.W Georgr, R8f''1, or Llmehnaee, wa.a a 
d()e.con of the Chnrch e.t " Elim.'' Pekin-etreet 
under the pa.Rtorat c11.ro of' Mr. F. ·c. Holden: 
Our deceaeerl brother wo.11 ono or those c11.lm. 
quiet, unaRsnminR" ChriAtio.ne with whrJm It wa~ 
o. _plee.sure to be e.criao.inted ; the more we knew 
him the Rtronger oar a.ft'ectir,n grew toward him. 
He wa.e called home in bis 58th yea.r. The 
funeral took plo.ce on April 5, when bis rema.inil 
were taken into" Elim" chapel, where o. service 
wa.R conducted by Mr. Holden, a!IBisted by Mr. 
Baldwin and Mr. Kemp. After singing, ~r. 
Holden re&d Pao.Im xc., 1 Cor. xv., and Rev. viii. 
Mr. Kemp prayed, o.nd Mr. Holden addressed 
the mourners 'IDd friends from " Our friend 
Lazarus sleepeth." What great condesceniion 
or oar dear Lord and Saviour to identify Himself 
with such unwonby creatures ae we are. 

"Ha calls Him•~f oar friend." 
Laza.rue wa.e a friend of J eeoR, and Jesus was a. 
friend of Lazarn11, and He is a. frlend of the 
living family or God, and a.mong them Is num
bered onr departed brother. To be idenoifled 
with the Lord's family on earth i• to be Identi
fied with Christ Himselr, Thero wae a simi
larity between Lazaruo and oar departed 
brother. The Lord lonth Laza.rue, the Lord 
loved our brother. I can trul r, say ·tha.r. we, the 
pastor, Church, a.nd congregation loved the 
departed one. One in spirit aeaCbrlstlan, with 
hambleaess ol mind be served the cause with a 
willing heart, and manlfeeterl a lovin~ disposi
to e.11, whatever their station In life might 
be. We shall mi•• the ntterances of our brother 
at lhe pra.yer meeting. At the conclaeion ol 
the service In the chapel, the lnneral proceeded 
to Bow Cemetery, where Mr. a. L. Kemp ..,..,e 
out the hymn, commenc:IDg, 

0 

"Hear wbo.t the ,olce of Jesue say,,."' 
Mr. Holden gave a very suitable a.ddress at tbo 
grave. .Mr. Baldwin closed with prayer, Our 
departed friend and brother, George Beed, was 
baptized by the late Mr. Ball, of Old Wands
worth, where he served the office of deacon. a.nd 
we were glad to see some oth.is old Wandsworth 
friends present at the tuneraL-J. W. B. 

_On Sonday evening, March 28, at the George
street Scl:ooL!, Vaa:<.hall, Mr. G. Goodman 
preached memorial sermon on the death of 
Mr. J. H. Norria, well known in Va~all tor bis 
benevolence to the poor and symp&thy with the 
euf!erlng. The desk and platform were draped 
In_ bla.ck, and several wreaths, given by loving 
fnonds, were to be seen. After :Mr. Goodman 
bad openeu the meeting with prayer, Mr. T. 
Wild read 1 Cor. xv. After the eingi11g of one 
of .Mr. N erris's favoi,rite hymns-

" 'Twill not be long our journey here. 
Each broken sigh and !&!ling tear 
WIii soon be gone, and all will be 
A cloud.less sky, a wavelesR sea." 

Mr. Goodman gave e.n impressive discou~e on 
Lake viii. 52, "Not dead, bnt sleepeth." He 
(the preacher) did not tblnk of Mr. Norris as 
being dead. The New Testament definition ol a 
believer's death Is sleeping In Jesns. To the 
b~liever ~ die is go.in, bece.ase to depart 18 to be 
with Christ. To him the grave is only a dark 
lattice letting In eternal day. There IS no night 
la heaven. Death brings the soul to an. ever
lasting rest. Brother Norris ba.d not lived ill 
vu.in. Mr. Goodman, in cooclu.ding, said he bad 
lost a personal friend and a hearty worker. He 
knew or few, if a.ny, more earnest or pre.verful 
than their departed brother. His wboie life 
seemod to have been spent in doing good· be 
was eJways willing to belp any in distress. ' 

An accoant or the death and funeral al El. F. 
Golding next month. 
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IN M~ORIAM-C. W. B\NKS. 

KINDLY bnr~ him. kindly, 
And over his grave be oRid 

Only a word or hopeful love 
For the unreeponeive dead. 

Thi~ llfe 1t1 eorrowrnI story 
Now Rnd ror ever is past, 

And the )•earning e~?es of the i1nxione soul 
Have soon the King at last. 

WifcleeP, Rnd worn. and old, 
Grieving for children gone, 

'Mingling &t random droos with gold, 
'rho ancient pen went on; 

Now 'twas a mighty etrain, 
God's covenant love unfolding, 

And then 'twas the wail of a. sln-toesed soul, 
Eternity beholding. 

Over his weaknesses 
Write we e. "ne,ertbelcee ''; 

Mid natural thorns we plainly ,aw 
The clustering gr.a.pee o1 grace; 

And we know Jrom Lhe ewelliog buds, 
And the taste of the precious fruit, 

And the yearning after the air of heaven, 
There was life-God's life-at the root. 

Over the country wide 
Roamed he with patient toi!, 

Sowing the seeds or many a Church, 
Though he seldom reaped the spoil; 

The godly poor of the ha.mlets 
And the country veterans smiled 

At tbe "village preacher's" homely words, 
For he was Nature's child. 

0
\~!;~\',{~~~~~~~~a.11 spring 

Perfected our of 1he silent mo11ld 
At the bidding of their King ; 

••We sha.11 becl1anged," Oh, mercy, 
Whether we live or die; [ changed 

At the coming of Christ "we •hall all be 
In the twinkling of an eye." 

Changed to the Sanonr's image, 
The vnlgar, the refined, 

Gentle or simple, men of thoagbt, 
Or those of feeble mind. 

Ob, wben o'er N&ture's evil 
Weary the mind bas ranged, 

What restful joy is In the thought 
That " we shall a.II be changed." 

So, sad but not despairing, 
We lay aside our friend ; 

He has come to the graveln a good old age, 
A.nd was blessed with a quiet end; 

Oh, death! oh, death of Christ! 
Wbicll vivifies ou.r own, 

The hope of living in His ille 
Outweighs the dying groa.o. 

• • Blest be the tie tba.t binds," then, 
•• Our beans in Christian love/• 

A.Dd the glorious hope that IDJ.Ods like ours 
Are kin to those e.bove. 

Jesus, it seems too glorious, 
The while our sins we see, 

Battne wistful hopeie heaven born, 
And the promise juol like Thee. 

Galleywood. Mas. T. CB.il'LIN. 

.ALL thy trials now are o'er. 
~e'er&. pain or sorrow more; 
Ne'er an anguish cross thy brea9t, 
Thy spirit's tied! tLou art ar rest. 
Thy battle's fought! t!Jy victory won! 
Thy conflict o'er! tby work is done! 
Thine'e now tbe victor's crown to wear, 
'l'hine's now tboee heavenly joys to Bllare. 
Dwelling in thy borne above, 
Resting m tby 8aviour's love; 
'l'by faith is now ex'.:!Langed for sight, 
And thou doth aay, "MY path was right." 

Now Joining in that endleoe eong, 
While count!~•• yeors eh all roll along 1 
HoeAnnn.! to Bis glorious name, 
Worthy the La.mb lor sinners •lain. 

I.S.T. 
AN ACROSTIO.-BY A VtLLAGII BLAOKSMITII. 
C ARRIED by angels to hie heavenly rest, 
H le happy soul le now among tho blest. 
A rrayed tu garments of unspotted white. 
R elgning o.s victor, with the saints In light, 
L ong, long he laboured here upon the earth 
E xtolling bis Rc<l.eemer's sra.ce and worth ' 
S boating with trumpet tongue the wondrous 

love, 
W hlch brought Him from His royal seat above, 
A rmed With a zeal for God, and souls, be boro 
T he Gospel through the land, from ebore to 

shore. 
E ternal love to sinful, dying men [pen 
R ejoiced bi• heart_, em()loyed hie tongue, and 
S offering• for Chr,, t, his zeal for tnth begot, 
B eroavemente dire, and painful was his lot. 
A fa.itbful friend, a counsellor was be; 
N o niggard, but was filled with charity. 
K Ind-hearted bnebaud, loving father, friend, 
S nrronnded now with glory without end. 

A TRIBUTE 
OJ Christian ,jjfeclion, Love, and Respect to ae

parted 'I.DOrth-1.he EdUur of the" Earthen Vessel," 
<Jharles Wat.e,·s Banks.-BY TBOS. s~•RINGE[I 

OUR dear aged brother has bid us farewell, • 
And gone with his Saviour for ever to dwell 
To live in His presence and gaze on His face; 
And with the redeeo.ed sing the triumphs of 

grace. 
In frequent aflllctlon he wended hie way, 
His covenant God was his strength and hie stay: 
Persecution a.nd slander With patience ne bore; 
Those sharp, piercing arrows will wound him no 

more. 
His lite was a warfare without and within, 
With world.flesh, and error, with Sata.naue. sin; 
His warfare is ended, bJs crown is possesa'd, 
He lives now in peace a.nd In nndistnrb'd rest. 
Through. much tribulation on earth he bas 

passed, 
In triumph be entered the kingdom at last, 
United above to the glorified ranks- • 
No more tribulation for dear brother Banke. 
Well clad in his armonr, he fought the good 

fight, [delight; 
The grand, good old Gospel wa.s hie soul's 
To vain speculation he never did yield, 
He fought for the troth till he quitted the field. 
His dear EA.DTHEN VESSEL and pet (Jheering 

Wurds [alfords, 
To God's grace-taught people sweet comfort 
The strong, weak, and weary, the great and the 

small, 
Our high-esteemed brother was friend to us all. 
As editor, helper, and friend to God's poor, 
How m.&ny will miss him since now he's no more. 
We trust the same spirit will still be disple.yed 
By those who may yet 1111 the vacancy made. 
With words like sharp arrows from some be 

wa.s tried, 
In no hostile anger he ever replied; 
His greatMa.ster's Spirit lntlueuced his mind, 
He still abode faithful, forgiving, and kind. 
Ma.de meet for the kingdom, be waited the day 
Till Jesus came tor him, to fetch him away; 
He forded the river with glory in view, 
Wnh peace In possession, he safely got through. 
lie now fills his mansion In that happy la.od, 
His crown on his head and bis palm In hisba.nd, 
His rest Is eternal, bis Joy is complete 
In that blissful region where pilgrims all meet. 



®ur tgurrgea anb the ®nt £atrifice. 

WH~LE e!l professin_g London has ?een as~ir_ during the J)ast month 
m nrgmg the cle11ns of the var10ns religwus and philanthropic 

instit?tions, ~ided by the influence of marquis, lord, baronet, esquire, 
archbishop, bishop, dean, &c.; and while, for the most part, there bas 
been a pressing appeal for money to enable them to carry out their 
various projects, the section to which we have the honour to belong 
have not been idle in the "-market place,'' and we have no hesitation in 
saying that the evangelistic and ministerial labours of the Strict Baptist 
denomination will compare favourably with any other section of the 
religions community. We make no claim to merit for any result or 
achievement which bas been accomplished in our midst; but, with one 
heart and one mind, give all praise and glory to Gcd. What we are, as 
a denomination and as individual members of Christ, is due to the free, 
sovereign, and unmerited grace of God. Our intelligence columns will 
show that in London, as well as in the country, numerous gatherings 
have taken place, and in many circles there is a growing usefulness. 
Sanday-school work, tract distribution and house visitation societies, 
Bands of Hope, Christian bands, open-air services, missionary (home 
and foreign), and other agencies in connection with the ministry of the 
Word, belong to the Strict Baptist Church. We have been, and are, 
accounted a non-working people; and those who know us not tell us that 
the doctrines we hold leud to licentiousness and idleness, and that we 
ere dying out Doubtless the wish is father to the thought; but actions 
speak louder than words, and our conviction is that the time is not far 
distant when we shall see that the efforts put forth by those Churches 
holding the great, grand, and glorious doctrines of the Bible, will grow 
end increase. There is not any body of men-ministers and those who 
take an active part in the affairs of the denomination~who are more 
incessant in labour than are the Strict Baptists; and if it were not for 
the real and undying love they have to the cause, they would faint by 
the way. We are looking forward with prayer, faith, and hope, to the 
time when the promises recorded in Isaiah xnv. shall be the rich and 
happy experience (for a short period on this earth) of those who are 
favoured to be followers of the meek and lowly Lamb of God, and who 
contend for the distinguishing doctrines of grace and "the faith once 
delivered to the saints." The promises of God must be fulfilled. 
The Holy Spirit by the evangelist, John, says: "He must increase, but 
I must decrease." 

The fifteenth annual repod of the Metropolitan Association of Strict 
Baptist Churches should not be passed over unnoticed, as it will serve 
to show that the den1>mination is in anything but a languishing state. 
One extract will suffice, which reads thus:-

" The annual returns recently furnished show an aggregate member
ship of 8 446· the baptisms during the year numbering 158, while the 
8Piri~oal kno;ledge and talents of th~se _who com_pos~ our sev_eral com
lllun1ties find .opportunities for exercise in the d1:ffus1on of Bible truth 

Vot, XLIL JUNE, 1886. ll 
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among the 4,822 youtbfnl attendant11 at our several Sabbath-schools, 
in the important work connected with which 459 teachers are engaged. 
Other institutions maintained by our various Churches engage the 
attention and employ the time of zealous brethren and sisters who 
carry the glad tidings of the Gospel fnrther afield in their several 
localities by district visiting, tract distribution, and kindred agencies. 
The statements contained in our Church Letters this year, relating 
to these agencies are of a very encouraging character, and stimulate 
to increased efforts in this important sphere." 

These returns show the generally and satisfactory state of those 
Churches which form the association. But when we take into con
sideration about as many more Churches in the same radios, who are 
not in association-some of which are large-gives bat little hope for 
those who are watching for our dying ont; and strengthens our hope 
to go forward. One word more on this subject, and that is-we say it 
fearlessly-the Strict Baptist denomination never can, never will die 
oat while the world stands; other sections mav, but the one which 
we are privileged to represent-the one, and the only one, that is 
nearest to the New Testament order, we repeat, with all the assurance 
poBBible-NEVER CAN ! 

East, West, North, and South of this g-reat Metropolis, as well as in 
the provinces, have meetings been held in connection with our body 
of late, especially daring Easter-time, and the subject which has 
occupied the minds of God's servants has been the death and resur
rection of our Lord J eene Christ. 

THE ONE SACRIFICE 

has been tbe theme enunciated from pulpit and platform. The season 
of the year bas reminded us, if that were necessary, of that great event. 
The death of Christ on the Crose opened the fountain for sin and 
uncleanness for the whole of the redeemed race. The resurrection of 
Christ was the culminating point of the Saviour's work on earth. And 
what could better employ the mind and tongue of Christ's ambassadors 
than this? In every age men have written, preached, and talked about 
it, and when the golden oil flows, how it warms the heart of the minister 
to tell out the wonder-working effects of the atoning blood of the dear 
Redeemer. We delight to think of and to rejoice in the fact that 
Chriet came to seek and to save that which was lost, all who FEEL 
THEIR NEED of Him. What made the poor woman cry out," If I'may 
but touch the hem of His garment!" It was her need. She bad tried 
every other source to get relief, and all of no avail. At last, from sheer 
nece~sity, she came in faith to the great Physician. Her malady was 
cured, and she received remission of her sins. "Thy sins are forgiven 
thee! '' What a grand testimonial to receive from the King of kings! 
What a certificate of registry of a poor sinner's being born again, of 
having his name written in the Lamb's Book of Life, which neither 
time, circumstance, fire, water, nor anything else can erase. And on 
this certificate is written, among many other things, in indelible 
characters, "I will never leave thee; I will never forsake thee.'' And 
though our eyes may occasionally get dim, and thoagh doubt.a and fears 
may now and again obscure the precious promise from our view; 
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though we may, and do change, He is the same, kind, tender, true 
unalterable Friend. "The same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.'' ' 

"Yes, our Christ is still the same, 
Endless blessings on His name." 

"Thy sins are forgiven thee," He said to the man sick of the paley. 
How sweetly have these words followed D8 just lately. On Saturday 
evening, the 15th ult., at the prayer-meeting in Speldhurst-road Chapel, 
the forgiveness of sine was the subject brought before our notice by our 
Brother Francie, who was presiding. It came very sweet to our heart. 
By the way, we have been greatly blessed on Saturday evenings at 
Speldhurst-road. We are often favoured with a large company of good 
praying brethren, and we can hardly think that the place will be lost to 
the denomination. We know not what is the mind of the Lord con
eerning it. We have done our utmost to keep it going, and shall con
tinue to do so until we plainly see our efforts must yield to other powers. 
We do feel this to be a very serious matter, to close up a house of 
prayer, a place where the Gospel has been preached, where the atoning 
blood of Chriet has been sealed home to the heart of some, where eonls 
have been born again. To scatter a little community into the wilder
ness, would be a very solemn matter, and we pray that God may give 
U8 His grace to act wisely and discreetly in the matter. 

The One Sacrifice. Who, we ask, can read that fifty-third chapter 
of Isaiah without some feeling-without some emotion in the breast? 
Yet there have been times, we confess with shame, when we have read 
it unmoved. 0 Lord, pardon, we beseech Thee, our proneness thus to 
wander. If clothed and in our right mind we would not do it, and 
thus we are often brought to say with the Psalmist, "Restore unto me 
the joys of Thy salvation." How often do we say and sing-

" Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
Prone to leave the God I love," 

But there is another truth-a glorious fact-recorded in the same 
hymn, which, thanks be to God's distinguishing, long-sn:tfering, and 
tender mercy, outweighs the first couplet. Look at it-

"Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 

He, to save my soul from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood." 

We hope and trust that this one theme will be brought from time 
to time before the readers of the EARTHEN VESSEL; and though we 
would not gag any of the brethren's months or consciences, yet may 
those questions which have torn and rent the Church of Christ, and 
ceased many expressions of bitterness, be kept in abeyance. The 
cardinal doctrines, the faith and practice, known, recognised amongst 
u~, and represented by us, will be always contended for, and that in a 
kind, loving, and brotherly spirit. 

We take this opportunity of thanking those numerous friends who 
have wished us "God-speed'' in connection with the EilTHE...'l" 
VESSEL, and for the very many written and oral words of congratula
tion. We never, for one moment, contemplated taking the edit~rial reins. 
We never did, neither do we now, feel strong enough for so important 
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a work. We are anticipating the valuable aid of a good and loving 
brother; till then we shall prosecute our energies, and use as best we can 
the o~e talent God has given us, for Hie honour and glory and the good 
of His Ch~rch. We have not been exalted by the many high compli
ments received, bat rather humbled in our heart before the Lord. To 
Him all the glory belongs, and not one atom to 

JOHN WATF.RS BANKS. 

THE WARRIOR AND CONQUEROR. 
A Fw1eral Sermon Preached at Zion Chapel, Heaton Road, Peckham 

Rye, on Lord's Day Eveni'ng, April 4th, 1886. 
BY ROBERT HOWARD. 

"I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I hare kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all tbem 
also that love His appearing."-2 Timothy iv. 7-8. 

WE have met this evening upon a special and solemn occasion to pay 
some tribute of respect to the memory of our departed Brother 

Charles Waters Banke, the esteemed Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL, and 
preacher of the Gospel for so many years; and the text we have before 
ns will enable us to make some comparisons (but of course in a some
what lesser degree) between our departed brother and the Apostle to 
the Gentiles. There was an intense love and affection existing between 
the Apostle Paul and Timothy, whom the former describes as his "own 
son in the faith "; and it is well when we have one older than our
selves to whom we can look for kindly advice and direction, and when 
we are dnly prepared with meekness to receive affectionate counsel from 
them. We prefer to take our text simply and plainly as it lies before 
us; and let us notice:-

First. The Apostle Paul as a warrior-" I have fonght a good 
fight." There was a time when, as San! of Tarsns, he fought against 
God with a high hand and a stretched out arm, hauling men and women 
to prison, and thinking he was doing God service; and no one at that 
time would have the remotest idea that this very man would be so 
changed to advocate those very things that he fought against, and to 
champion the cause of the very people whom he had hated; but we 
often truly sing-

" God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform." 

God's arrows are sharp in the hearts of the king's enemies, whereby 
they fall under Him; and Paul would oftentimes reiterate how the 
Lord met with him on that memorable journey to Damascus. He 
afterwards became a warrior in another sense; hear in his own words 
in Ephesians vi. 11-12, "Put on the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to stand against all the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.'' Onr departed brother was a warrior, he 
fought against all the bad and everything that was contrary to God 
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and His Gospel, and he felt as you and the apostle felt, " that a man's 
foes are they of his own household," for the flesh lusteth against the 
spirit, and the spirit agaiast the flesh, for the two are contrary the one 
to the other. " What will yon see in the Shulamite bot as a company 
of two armies,'' bat our covenant-keepiag God gave him supporting 
strength and covered his head in the day of battle. For our encourage
ment we are oHen enabled to look at the Captain of oar salvation, 
who was made perfect through sail'ering~; and of Him we can truly say, 
while " every battle of the warrior is with confused noise and garments 
rolled in blood," His was with burning and fuel of fire. In the battle
field, while the war is raging, we hardly know for a time who gains the 
advantage; and so often it is with the Christian, he is sometimes, like 
Gad, overcome, as with a trcop, bat he shall overcome at last. I stand 
amazed at times when I see some give over, or appear to give over 
the warfare. They make peace with the enemy and lay down their 
arms; where, I ask, is the fighting? Has it ceased? It appears so, 
but let us fight to the end. " Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life." Our departed brother was surrounded with 
enemies, but he continued steadfast in the work he bad begun and 
never rested till the Lord called him to that place where " the wicked 
cease from troubling, and where the weary are at rest.'' 

Secondly. The Apostle Paul was;not only a warrior, bot a racer. 
He says, " I have finished my course." He had set oat on a heavenly 
race, and tells us, " Know ye not that they which run in a race ran all1 
bat one receiveth the prize? So run that ye may obtain." In the 
ancient races they ran for a few laurels made into a crown,-a. cor
ruptible one; bat, saith he, we run for an incorruptible crown that 
fadeth not away. Bat there was an end to the race; he reached the 
goal and was a winner. He was eMbled in this race to lay aside every 
weight, and the sin that easily beset him, and run with patience the 
race set before him, looking onto Jesus. Oar departed brother was a 
racer in more sem,es than one. He has run the Christian's race and 
bas reached the end; his expectation has not been cut off. He did not 
falter or faint, or give up the race, bat continued steadfastly to the end! 
Then with regard to his visits to all parts of the kingdom. He went 
here and there spreading the glad tidings of pardoning love and mercy, 
and helping on the various sections of the Church. He deemed no journey 
too long, or any work too hard, for the Master whom he loved and 
adored. I have met with him in numbers of towns in the country, and 
he was always loved wherever he went; and he was an exceedingly 
grateful man, even for little kindnesses! I have felt I have not only 
lost a friend, bat a father for counsel and consolation. I look back at 
his lost journey be undertook to Bilston and Brosely, for I am truly 
familiar with both places and the friends there; and I believe this was 
the beginning of the end, and the friends there thought the end had 
come. But I know this, he was well cared for and nursed, and all that 
Staffordshire and Shropshire folks could do, was done for him, and by 
God's blessing on the means used he was enabled to return home on~e 
more. He was a self-sacrificin(J' and generous man, for many of his 
journies were by no means profitable ones in ,a financial sense to _him, 
but his whole heart was for the cause of Gou and truth. He will be 
much missed, and e. great loss to the Church m)litant, but though onr 
loss is serious we rejoice that it is his eternal gam. 
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Thirdly, the apostle Paul was not only a warrwr and a racer, but he 
wae a steward; hence he says, "I have kept the faith." He had 
committed onto him the covenant truths of the Goepel, Rnd it was his 
bononr and delight to "preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ." As a steward, he did not act unjustly, and say, Sit 
down quickly and write fifty. Oh, that we had an abundance of 
faithfnl stewards, who did not cry Peace, peace! when there is no peace 
or heal the hurt of the daughter of God's people slightly! One thing i~ 
reqnired of a steward-that be be found faithful. Our departed brother 
as a preacher and as an editor, was faithful to those things committed 
to bis trust. He was faithful for the ordinances of God's house, and 
was kept faithful, by God's Almighty grace, unto the end. It is well 
to have a good beginning; bat, I think, better to have a good ending. 
"He that endnreth to the end, the same shall be saved." Our departed 
brother wrote t.o me a short time since of so many yonng ones rising up 
in the ministry of the Word, that middle-aged and old ones were not 
much required. Bnt while we earnestly wish the rising ones every 
success-and the Lord knows no one wishes them God-speed more than 
I do-I would say," Let not him that putteth on the harness boast, as 
him that pntteth it off." I have seen the rise of many, bat I solemnly 
ask, Where are they now? Oar brother died in harness, surrounded 
with pens, ink, and paper, and even writing about himself; in his dying 
moments he penned the couplet we have in THE EARTHEN VESSEL:-

" In peace be passed away, 
So we've nothing more to say. Amen." 

As B. warrior, a racer, and a steward, he has now his reward, he has 
entered into rest. The apostle looked back at the past-he looked 
forward to the future-and says," Henceforth, does not this often cheer 
us on our pathway, that the eye of our faith looks within the veil?" 
and we often traly sing, from the very bottom of our heart and soal, 
the words snng last Friday at the cemetery:-

" Are we not tending upwarcls too, 
All fast as time Ca.I! move? 

Nor would we wish the hours more slow, 
That keep 118 from our Love I ' 

Bat oar God has promised a crown of righteonsness. Earthly kings, 
emperors, and potentates have foaght for their crowns, in anything bat 
a righteous WRY, bat the crown the Lord's people shall have, and which 
is already laid up for them, is a crown of righteousness; it shall be given 
by the Righteous One. Poor, unrighteous sinner, who feel your own 
nnrighteousness, remember one thing, the dear Redeemer came not I:<> 
call the righteous, but sinners onto repentance; and everyone who 1s 
brought to feel his own unrighteousness, and to trust alone in Jesus' 
blood and righteousness, shall have this crown. The beauties and the 
glories of heaven we cannot tell, we must die to know what they are;
bnt we rejoice, then we shall be-

" Far from a world of grief and sin, 
With God eternally shut in." 

But lastly, the reward is not for the apostle and our departed 
brother only, but for all them also who love His appearing. And n?w 
the question is, do we come under this description? which I will notice 
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in a threefold way. Let me refer you (first) to Jer. xxxi. 3: ''The 
Lord bath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with 
an everlaaUog love; therefore, with loviagkindness have I drawn thee." 
Can you BBY you love this appearing? the yea, and amen, and that 
sovereign, discriminating love, which is nnalterable, unchanging, alld 
everlasting? For-

" Zion's Friend in nothing alterR, 
Though all others may and do; 

His is love that never falters, 
Always to its object true; 

Happy Zion, 
Crowned with mercies ever new!" 

(Second), The next appearing you will find in Hebrews ix. 26: "Bat 
now once in the end of the world bath He Bppeared to put away sia by 
the sacrifice of Himself." In the end of the Jewish world, as I under
stand, He, of whom Moses and the prophets wrote, appears, and puts 
away sin. Ah! say you, I feel my sin too great for me to remove; but, 
I bless God, all heart sins, lip sins, life sins, and all ain was removed 
by Him, and when sought for shall not be found:-

" My faith looks back to see 
The burden Thon didst bear, 

While hanging on th' accursed tree, 
And hopes her guilt was there." 

(Third). His appearing at the last great day. Not as a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief, but with all power and authority, "King of 
kings, and Lord of lords!" Are we not longing, waiting, and watching 
for Him to come to receive us unto Himself, when His Church shall be 
presented a glorious Church, not having spot, blemish, wrinkle, or any 
such thing. Our Redeemer will come. Job looked forward to His day, 
and the Church in her longings says, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 
What endearing words .we shall hear from Him, "Come, ye blessed of 
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from the foundation 
of the world." For while He will come as an angry judge to the wicked, 
those out of Christ, we shall rejoice and sing,-
" I shall be with Him when He comes, Among His children I shall stand, 

Triumphant down the parting skies; When quick, and dead, His throne 
And when Hie voice breaks up the surround; 

tomb, Blest with a harp at Bis right hand, 
Among His children I shall rise! And with immortal glories crowned!" 

Onr brother is not dead, but gone before; may it be oar happy lot to 
meet at last around the throne with all the loved ones gone before, to 
go no more out for ever, but to be where 

Amen, and Amen. 

"Congregations ne'er break up, 
And Sabbaths have no end," 

I HAVE learnt from the faults of the Old Testament saints the 
abounding abundance of the grace of God-that while their sin brought 
tribulation, as it must necessarily do, as with David and oth_ers, yet, in 
the face of it all when David trembled before the Lord and said, "I have 
sinned against the Lord," no sooner wa~ the con~ess_iou o~t. of his mout~ 
than "mercy like a mighty iltream o er all his srns d1V1nely rolled, 
Baying, "The Lord bath put away thy sin;" not put away the soul, bat 
Put e.wav the sin. "Thou ehalt not die."-James Wells. 
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LINES MEMORY 
WATERS 

BY O:N"E OF HIS FLOOK AT 
BETHEL. 

TO TH1'~ 

ON~: little tribute let me lay 
Upon the prophet's sacred bier; 

Tbnugb from his fold I tnrnerl away, 
His memorr still to me is dear. 

His teaching i can ne'er forget, 
Time only it more deep bat.h writ, 

For time and grief have proved it true, 
And thus by worrls spoken before 

lve met each foe as one who knew 
His power and the st~ong chain he 

wore. 
Yes, I must ever praise the Lord 

For His tned servant's faithful worJ; 
Yet tbou!tb so ·wise, he was not stern, 

Mv childish heart Wat' ne'er afraid 
To speak to him, anrl of him learn. 

Row tender all be did and said! 
Farewell, Charles Waters Banks, until 

the dawning, 
When Christ shall bring thee with Him 

in the morning. 
A. H. 

Leeds, April 7, H!S6. 

BY THOMAS EDWIN MOORE. 

"To die is ge.in."-Phil i. 21. 

BEHOLD. another saint of God 
Has left this weary, tiresome road, 
For evermore with Christ to reign; 
.And now he proves to die is gain. 

Yea, now in brighter worlds above, 
Be tastes the sweets of pardoning love! 
No more disturbed by sin and pain, 
He sweetly proves to die is gain. 

For many years he did proclaim, 
On earth, his Saviour's boundless fame; 
In Gospel notes of sovereil2'n grace, 
To all the lost, redeemed race. 

But now he's gained his great reward, 
And ever lives in heaven with God; 
'Twas tbrciugh his Christ he overcame. 
How sweet the thought, to die is gain. 

And now, with thousands gone before, 
To range that blissful, happy shore; 
And hallelujahs loud proclaim, 
To live is Christ, and die is gain. 

OF THE 
IlANKS. 

LATE CHARLES 

Farewell, friend Danks, until that day 
Shall come, and summon me away, 
That everlasting crown to claim, 
And sing with you, to die is gain, 

Limehouee. 

BY ELEANOR WHITE. 
FAREWELL, dear brother, thou hast left 

The ranks of watchmen here; 
That voice is hush'd that rang so sweet 

Through many a bygone year. 

Long thou didst stand on Zion's walls, 
And boldly truth defend, 

And cheering words to drooping saints 
Thy hand of Jove bas penn'd. 

But thou hast gone, thy words and works 
To memory still are dear; 

For thou didst oft relieve distress, 
And dry the orphan's tear. 

Like one of old who could not see 
His Saviour for the press, 

But climbed aloft that he might hear 
Bis words of tenderness. 

So has our brother left behind 
The press, to reach the prize, 

And, on the wings of angels borne, 
Has reached those upper skies. 

And there beholds-transporting scene! 
His Saviour, loved so Jong, [throne 

And sings with loved ones rouncl the 
The new eternal song . 

Laden with fruits of age, to heaven 
He pass'd at set of sun, 

Like a full shock of corn with grain 
Ripe for the harvest home. 

In labours oft, through trials keen, 
He trod the toilsome way; 

But now beyond all praise or blame, 
He lives in endless day. 

His arduous work, with ceaseless care, 
Was well and nobly done; 

Methinks with joy he heard the call, 
My weary child, come home. 

Then, like a tired child sinks to rest, 
At eve on parent's knee, 

Laid down his pen to rest for aye, 
From sin and sorrow free. 

Sobo, Me.rcb, 1886. 

BY G. H. M. READ. 
"Blessed e.re the dead wblch die in the Lord." 

FAREWELL, kind friend of poor and needy men, 
Of widows, orphans, and afflicted ones; 

Kind, generous, and faithful-when 
None else would listen unto sorrow's moans. 

Many can testify, with me, their si?;cere grief 
At Joss of one, who, when he could, gave all relief! 
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His generous sympathy of word and deed, 
When bowed with trouble to the ground, 

Evinced the man to be a friend in need; 
This in clear Mr. Banks I ever found! 

For many weary years to me he proved 
A Christian brother, by storms unmoved. 

Gone now to join our friends above, 
From earthly trials, and pains, and cares set free, 

To enjoy for ever a dear Saviour's love, 
His face iu glory evermore to see. 

And with the unnumbered multitude of bleat 
And blissful ones he is for aye at rest, 

Farewell, kind-hearted friend, farewell I 
Death bas removed you from us for a while. 

We soon shall meet again, our joys to tell, 
Sing the new song, enjoy the Father's smile. 

The Son and Spirit's blessing, and the crown, , 
Before the throne in adoration bowing down. 

Margate, April 6, 1686. 

"TRIUMPH OF GRACE OVER DEATH AND THE 
GRAVE." 

l73 

THE following account of our dear departed brother Charles Waters 
Banks, is from the May issue of the GoS'flel M aqazine, by the facile 

pen of its excellent Editor, Dr. D. A. Doudney, Vicar of St. Luke's, 
Bedminster, Bristol, whose assiduous labours for the past fifty yeai;s in 
propagating the glorious Gospel of Christ have only been equalled by 
those of his late loving and beloved brother, C. W. Banks. 

"The telegram from our friend and publisher, Mr. W. H. 
Collingridge, announcing the death of oar aged and much-respected 
friend, came to hand when we were personally upon the sick list. 
Hence we felt the announcement the more keenly, reminding as how 
soon, from advanced years, we ourselves most follow. 

"Under date the 1st of March, we addressed a letter to oar departed 
brother, expressing how deeply we had felt for him under his repeated 
bereavements, and now in connection with his so many months being 
laid aside from his so active labours, and being compelled to confine 
himself to the sick-room, where, too, he could bot so painfully miss the 
presence of the many years' sharer of his cares and anxieties. The loss, 
moreover, of his son Robert must have been a keen trial. Indeed, onr 
friend Banks was called to encounter stroke after stroke, wave upon 
wave. Most deeply do we regret the mislaying of our deceased friend's 
reply to that letter. It reached us during the time of our absence from 
home, and consequently, did not find its way to the appointed place 
for letters and communications. This, however, we can state, in lien 
of quoting the letter itself, that it contained a tender, loving, brotherly 
spirit-one that bore upon its very face such a rising above, and most 
~borough freedom from, the party feeling and petty differences so rife 
lI1 the days in which our lot is cast. It seemed to bespea~ the deep
felt conviction of how nearly he had approached that pen~d when all 
fleshly distinctions must g!ve place-and _th~t most ~appily, too-to 
the full and blessed realizat10n of all that 1s mvolved m the covenant 
brotherhood and the indissoluble oneness and union and identity with 

N 
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the one common Head and Lord over Hie mystic body, the Charch 
of the First-born. Ahl our brother experiences and enjoys this now, 
in all its inoonceivable blessedness. That happy period has arrive<1 
which, during his long and anxious pilgrim-journey, he doubtless eo 
often and longingly anticipated-

,,' Oh, glorious hour I oh, blest a.bode I 
I shall be near and like my God; 
Nor flesh nor sense aha.11 e'er control 
The sacred pleasures of my soul. 

There shall I see and he11.r and know 
All I desired and wished below; 
And every power find sweet employ 
In tha.tetema.l world of joy.' 

" We never remember to have met personally our departed friend 
and brother above three or four times during the many years we 
have known each other, and occasionally corresponded, but our 
uniform opinion of him has been, that he we.s one of the most active, 
self-denying, and unselfish of men. 

"His readiness to help others, and to his utmost advocate their 
cause, doubtless led to many of the adverse opinions and hasty and 
unkind conclusions which subjected him to no little annoyance and 
mortifying returns for his services. Who could read of his numerous 
distant and fe.r-spread journeyings, in all weathers, by various but 
mostly anything but congenial modes of travel, and hie continuous 
preachings and addresses at anniversary meetings and the like, without 
being amazed at the amount of laboar that devolved upon him? 
With this must be taken into account the great age to which he had 
attained, and the fact that more than half of his ripe years had been 
devoted to literary and editorial work. What the wear and .tear that 
such work entails is understood only by those who have been or are 
engaged in it. Suffice it that it is an ever-constant pressure upon the 
mind; and where the heart is influenced by high and holy motives 
and intentions, the weight, care, and responsibility are so much the 
greater. Moreover, the critical character of the present times, and 
the numberless schemes and devices of a professedly religions bearing 
and object, entail upon the really Spirit-enlightened leaders and 
teachers no small degree of additional solicitude and anxiety. Such 
practically know, in some measare at least, what the apostle meant by 
" the care of all the Churches." With the enthusiasm and the sensa
tionalism, the Romanism, and the Ritualism, the atheism and the 
rationalism, the salvationism and the socialism, the Armiaianism and the 
antinomianism, of our times, what a mass of contrary and contending 
interests is presented, and how difficult is the pursuit of the onward, 
narrow, and unswerving pathway through a waste and weary wilder
ness to a land where sin, suffering, and sorrow are unknown I What 
indispensable need of grace, courage, and strength from on high which 
alone can enable the partaker of life divine to continue "stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 
their labour is not in vain in the Lord ! " 

" Well, we congratulate our departed brother upon the fact that he 
has in very deed ' fought the good fight, finished his course, and bath 
kept the faith '-that he has been called hence to receive' the croWJl 
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<Jf righteousness, which fadeth not away.' He h11s, we doubt not, 
beard the welcome,' Well done, good and faithfnl servant; enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord I ' He realizes what he and others had so 
long contemplated-

"' Yet a season, and we know 
Happy entrance shall be given; 

All our sorrows left below, 
And earth exchanged for heaven.' 

Varying the language somewhat, we cannot bat add, as we contemplat.e 
<JUr brother, in his new and blessed estate-

" ' By love and blood a precious Christ 
Hath brought you safely through; 

Do tell Him, now you see His face, 
We long to see Him too.' 

"Commenting upon the departed Mr. Banks, one who knew him for 
many years writes-' How well I remember the last time he gave the 
Sanday afternoon address at the Printers' Almshonses, Wood Green! 
When I saw him, I felt quite sorry that I had asked him. It was 
such an effort, but he came cheerfully.' 

"The foregoing testimony confirms what we have already Raid with 
respect to the departed's readiness to respond to every request to take 
any part in the Lord's service. We believe it was with him, as it was 
with onr dear brother, the late beloved Samuel Abraham Walker, 
.a fixed principle never to say 'No,' where in order to serve the 
Lord's cause and interest, he could by any possibility say' Yes,' to an 
invitation to come and speak for his blessed Lord and Master. 

"Well does the friend whose statement we have just quoted add, 
•
1 How much he will be missed by many poor who were relieved by 
him in various parts of the country!' Ah! he will be missed indeed! 
Be it remembered how continuously he was occupied, in this one par
ticular, day by day, and that week after week and month by month 
-yea, year after year. What a blank, in this respect, will he leave in 
many a sick-room and humble cottage home! 

" In a previous page we have spoken of Mr. Banks' early and life-long 
labours. In reply to a request on the part of Mr. Collingridge, a 
year or two ago, that those who were now engaged in the Lord's work, 
but who had previously been connected with the printing art, would 
communicate the fact to him, Mr. Banks writes, in his own quaint 
11tyle:-

" I venture to affirm that you will nowhere find a more curious specimen 
of a pioneer, printer, publisher, sub-editor under the late William Mudford, 
Esq. (whose son is now editor of the Standard), pulpit and platform 
preacher a.II over England and Wales, &c., than is, and bas been, your 
little, old-fashioned, hard-working servant, for sixty-five years, whose 
singular name is Charles Waters Banks. Do you recollect him? Four
teen years in Cranbrook Church, a choral singer, printers' devil, printer 
-and publisher of the first Unitarian magazine, ea.lied The Inquirer; editor, 
printer, and publisher of the first known provincial magazine, ea.lied the 
Weald of Kent Mirror. In Canterbury I printed, for the late Dr. Moles
worth, the first Churoh of England weekly penny publicati?n, called The 
Pe?1ffLy Sunday Reade<r, of which hundreds of ~bousa.~ds were issued. U_nder 
William Mudford, Esq., a. grand Conserva.ti".e writer, I was the prmter 
·&nd publi1her of The Kentish Times, The Kentish Observer, The Canterbnry 
Journal, and Thll Canterbury Magazine. 
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"Willie,m Mudford, Esq., would come and bear me preo.ch, 11,nd told me
be approved of all I said ond did, except my pron.uncie.tio1.1. of 'Amen.' 
I should pronounce it ' Ah-men.' 

" In London, nearly forty years ago, I published the fil•et Christian 
penny weekly ever known-The Christian Cab.:'11et. 

"Ha,e been originator, sole editor-proprietor of the EARTHEN VEsst:L for 
more than forty yee,rs. It goes now by thousands all over the English
speaking world. Thirty-three years proprietor and editor of CIIEEll.!NG 
WoRDs, which little child creeps into many a cot--yea, and ladies tell me 
into some me.nsions too, to cheer the heart when overwhelmed with -grief. 

•• Tf ell my works and wars were written, 
They'd show I have heen sorely smitten ; 
Yet still a lad. both brisk and glad, 
In any work God calls me to. 

"Have been a printer over sixty-five years, a preacher over fifty-three, 
and still at both. and God's almoner to scores of his poor. 

'' Pardon your grateful servant, C. W. BANKS. 

"Mr. Banks' elder brother writes as follows:-

" Sydenham, March 26th, 1886. 
'' BELOVED DR. DoUDNEY,-My dear brother, for forty-one years sole editor 

of the EARTHEN VESSEL, rests from his labours. He had been confined to
his bed for three months, but so lately e.s Tuesday he had pen in hand, 
correcting proofs for bis monthlies. Dead ! Iu them he speaks. I have 
jnst received CBEERIJ\G WoRDs, containing the twen~y-second chapter of 
his career. It is a stirring one! 

"He always entertained a warm affection for you, and I believe you felt 
some for him. I thought I should like you to know of his peaceful depar-
ture from his nearest relative and Yours most sincerely, 

"J. W. BANKS. 
" Mr. Banks' grandson writes thns:-

Hatcham, March 28th, 1886. 
"D:i::All DR. DouDNEY,-l feel sure you will receive the news of the death 

of my dear aged grandfather with a feeling of regret; yet a joy will temper 
this feeling, knowing, as I am sure you must do, that he is now with the 
Master whom be loved and so faithfully served. As his grandson, I shall 
greatly miss his kindly letters that I so frequently received, for with my 
late dear father and my grandfather I have been engaged in business since 
fourteen years of age. By an effort he was able to revise the proof of his 
article on the day before his cleath, but this was his last work, and he. lay 
down, and gently and peaceably passed to his heavenly rest. 

"I felt that I must write you, for I know that he considered you one of 
his true friends ; and, in his notice of the March number of the Gospel 
Magazine, he bids you• good-bye.' This must have been almost the last, 
if not the last, review he wrote; but the pen is now laid aside for ever, 
and he has gone to receive the only reward that he ever desired, but never 
thought he deserved-the loving blessing and welcome of his Heavenly 
Master. 

"Trusting that you are enjoying a measure of health and strength, 
enabling you to live and labour for Him in whose service yon have for so 
ma.oy ytars been favoured to work, and with kind Christian regards, 

" Believe me, yours faithfully, 
"ROBERT F. BANKS. 

"Thanks for your order for volumes of" Chiniquy." The work is in the 
press, anci will be ready in three or four weeks. 
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"We can but most he1utily desire for our young friend all the wisdom, 
grace1 strength, and courage his position will so specially require. The 
peculiar times in which we live, the contending interests that on every 
band abound, the varied influences which will try to obtain a hold and 
a mastery, will render our young friend's position one of no ordinary 
difficulty. The counsel, therefore, which we would seek affectionately 
to giYe is1_to pray for ~race from o~ high, th~t he might be ~nabled 
{Solomon-like) to fall mto the Lords hand with, 'I am but a little 
child: I know not how to go out or come in. . Give, therefore, 
Thy servant an understanding heart, to discern between good and 
bad.' 

"Blessed be God, it is the children in feelin_q, and the chi:ldren in fear 
and self-distrust, that are enabled, by grace and power divine, to do great 
things; for 'the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong.' 
lt is 'the lame that take the prey.' ' It is not by might, nor by power, 
but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.' 

"THE EDITOR. 

" Since the foregoing was written, we have read what the departed 
wrote in Cheering Words, about the way in which he had been led from 
very childhood. '!'here we find that not so much as a shilling had ever 
been laid ont upon his edncation; that he entered a printing-office 11.t 
ten years of age, and all the knowledge he ever acquired was through 
that medium. The course he pursued, the difficulties he had to 
encounter, the sorrows under which he was sustained, and the amount 
of labour that devolved upon him, are perfectiy marvellous. He mast 
have been a man of wondrous perseverance. Nevertheless, what unpre
judiced mind but must be struck with the undoubted evidence and 
unmistakable proof that. he was led, sustained, and upheld by a Power 
infinitely above and beyond the creature? His help was superhuman! 
A poor, obscure, uneducated boy • originating and conducting one 
periodical for more than forty, and another for upwards of thirty years; 
and, moreover, leaving both the one and the other in a prosperous and 
thriving state! Dying, too, in harness! Writing or revising till within 
a few hours of hie departure! Enviable position! Kot rusting out, but 
in very deed wearing out, and that, too, in so good and gracioos a cause, 
ministering to the necessities of his poor fellow-creatures till he was 
called to draw all bat his last breath. He had his failings, poor man
his shortcomings and infirmities-and who has not? He, or any, would 
have been bat sorry messengers or helpers of their fallen fellow-men, 
had it been otherwise. 

"With respect to the departed, there was likewise a striking illustra
tion of the truth of the divine word, ' Him that honoureth Me I will 
honour.' Despised as be might have been. upon the part of the proud, 
the boastful, the self-sufficient, the London Press made special menLion 
of him and his eventful career. Even the Times published an article in 
regard to him, and that in favourable terms; and the City Press gave a·· 
lengthy paper about his singularly-eventful career." 
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THOUGHTS ON MATTHEW XII. 43~45. 
BT A GARDEN LABOURER. 

"When the nnclean spirit h11s gone out of a man, he walketh through dry 
pl11ces, seeking rest and findeth none. Then he BBith, I will return unto my hous& 
from wbence I came out, and when he is come he findeth it empty, ewept, and 
garnished. Then goeth he and taketh with him seven other spirits more wicked 
than himself. and they enter in and dwell there, and the lal!lt state of that ma.n is 
worse than the first, even so shall it be with this wicked generation." 

THE strong man of natnre, helped by the sin of the world, as 
inherited from onr first father, stands boldly forth against the

trnth and holiness of God; but Christ being come a great conqueror and 
deliverer, pnts the gentle cords of His Gospel, regenerating love around 
the heart, and the strong man shrinks and sinks away, so as only now 
and then to show His face, altbongh sometimes indeed very boldly and 
vanntingly, as Goliath did to David. But there is a stronger than he, 
which gently constrains the heart's affections and causes the old man 
again to retire; but oh, those are very dreadful times in the believer's 
heart. Let us ask our Lord that He will so watch over our heart and 
mind, that this experience be not ours, that He will keep ns night and 
day, and at last receive ns to Himself, as David also saith, "Thou shalt 
guide me with Thy connsel and afterwards receive me to glory." Bnt 
for those, the hypocrites in Zion, whe deceive their fellow-men, and 
think they can deceive God, their fearful end is here set forth. The 
unclean spirit went ont of them to take his pleasure, and wander up and 
down intent on evil, but not finding so comfortable a place where he 
conld enter, he retnrns to his house from whence he came ont and 
findeth it empty. Ah, reader, if God in Christ Jesus, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, had ejected him, this would not have been so, for Satan 
has not the key of the believer's heart; and where Jesus has turned 
him out and closed the door, he cannot open and enter to dwell there. 
The man's heart and soul would be filled with the power and presence 
of God in Christ Jesus, the house would not have been empty, nor 
simply swept and garnished; it would have been scoured and cleansed 
and filled with holy thoughts and hopes and aspirations furnished with 
God's holy truth, His word of promise, his covenant of grace; there 
would have been no room for the unclean spirit to re-enter there. Oh. 
no! God for ever blessed would have been there, and Satan for ever 
cast out, for Satan cannot dwell where the Holy Spirit of God is; he 
may hover round and inject poison through any inadvertently open 
crevice; but to dwell in the heart of the regenerate child of God, oh, 
never, never! The unclean spirit shall have no abiding place in the 
heart where tbe love of God in Christ Jesus dwells. Hallelujah, praise 
ye the Lord. " Hosanna in the highest. But with the wicked, who take 
God's name and religion as a cloak, the unclean spirit may enter there 
and reign and rule and dwell securely till death shall close this earthly 
scene, and then for ever shut in with the devil and his angels, where 
their worm dieth not and their fire is not quenched, the last state of 
that man shall be worse than the first." '' Even so shall it be also nnlo 
this wicked generation." Ah! Church of the living God, let your 
banner and your credentials be seen, for the unclean spirit bath in high 
places of every kind taken to Himself seven other spirits more wicked 
Lhan himself, and there they dwell, and would appear ae God, and 
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exterminate the trne and living God and His Church; but fear not, the 
Spirit of God ehall snetain yon, and J eene your King ehall be 81! an 
anchor of your eonl, your hope of glory. " He shall eend forth Hie 
angels and gather all things that offend" out of IIie kingdom and out 
of the world; there shall be an end to the unclean spirit, for the 
stronger than he bath bound him and cast him out, yea, and shut him 
up in the bottomless pit, and the kingdoms of the world shall become 
the kingdom of onr God and of His Christ. There shall shortly be one 
Lord, and Hie name One, for " the Lord alone shall be exalted in that 
day." 

" B E ffO L D T H E M A N." 
(JOHN xis:. 5). 

A FTER Pilate had examined Jesus, and was compelled to say," I find 
no fault in Him," he took Him and scourged Him; then we read 

"that Jesus came forth wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, 
which bhe soldiers had arrayed Him in. Pilate then gave utterance 
to those words of blessed meaning,'' Behold the Man." How little the 
proud, self-righteous sinner thought that he was making use of words 
that would be handed down to all generations, even until the end of 
time, and words that would be the means of cheering many a weary 
child of God, and prove a source of comfort in every trial and tempta
tion; for God's family can think of the man Christ Jesus as being 
"tempted like a11 they are, yet without sin," and. '' having suffered being 
tempted, is able to succour them that are tempted." What a sea to 
launch out the ship of thought upon are the remarkable words, " Behold 
the Man" -the Man Christ J esus-'-the God-Man-the Man of Nazareth, 
the Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief (Isa. liii. 3); the Man 
who bath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; Him who was often 
weary and worn, and who went into a desert place to pray, and Him 
who had no place to lay His head (Luke ix. 58); the Man who became 
"bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh" to accomplish the end 
whereunto He was sent, to save sinners from the ruins of sin, from death 
and hell, and to bring them back to God, even as many as should 
believe on His name. The saved soul can think of Jesus as Him who 
knew no sin, the perfect, spotless one; Him who was beaming in His 
countenance with love and compassion. The Man who spoke such 
marvellous words that even His enemies acknowledged that "Never 
man spake like this Man" (John vii. 46). In that tired-looking Man 
that sat on the well and talked with the woman of Samaria, how soon 
(after having her spiritual eyes opened.), she saw it was no ordinary 
person that talked with her, for we find that she left her waterpot 
(thinking nothing of what she came to that well for) and went into the 
city, and said, " Come, see a man which told me all things that ever I 
did; is not this the Christ?" This poor, sinful creature was led to feel 
her need of forgiveness of sin, and having f~und Christ, her love was 
shown in telling all around what a dear Sav10u~ she h_ad found. She 
was led to see beauty in Jesus that she desired Him. She recog
nized God dwelling in man bodily. Jesus is descri~ed as one '' whc, 
w_ent about doing good," healing s~n-sick s_ouls, healing all manner o., 
diseases, raising the dead, yet notw1thstandmg all, the people would nat; 
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receive Him, but put Him to death by crucifying Him &t C&lvary. 
Truly the child of God may well love to think of the manhood of Jesne, 
for if He bad not become a man and humbled Himself, even nnto de&th, 
sn.lv1ttion would not have been His portion, for without the shedding 
of blood there is no remission of sin; and thus, if Christ had not died, 
hell would have been our portion for ever. But no! out of the love He 
bore to His Church, He said, " Lo, I come to do thy will, 0 God "(Heh, 
x. 7). Oh, what boundless love! so wondrous as to make the beloved 
disciple exclaim, " Behold, what manner of love the Father has 
bestowed upon ns that we should be the sons of God" (John i. 10; 
Eph. iii. 1). Well may the poet exclaim,-

" Who can think without admiring, 
Who can bear and nothing feel, 

See the Lord of life expiring, 
Yet retain a heart of steel ? " 

I must leave this blessed subject (although more could be said on 
snch a glorious te.1:t), asking the Lord to bless these simple remarks to 
those who reeo. 

EDWIN DIFFEY. 
Ringwood. 

MY EARLIEST REMEMBRANCE OF MR. C. W. BANKS. 

EARLY in the Spring of 1862 my friend and Sunday-school teacher 
began talking to me about a Mr. Banks whom her mother used 

to hear with profit. " He is preaching at Old Ford, and I will take 
yon to bear him some Sanday morning,'' she promised. I had scarcely 
recovered from a severe attack of bronchitis which bad nearly pushed 
the door of heaven open for me that winter, and this friend had so 
earnestly prayed for my recovery that she folly believed her prayer of 
faith had saved the sick. I, who had from my earliest years been 
deeply tried in a way that none but God and myself understood, was 
rather ungrateful for this dear sister's prayer. After having a few 
bright months of pardon and peace in believing, I felt I had nothing to 
do bnt die, and thus escape the evils of a world that seemed to have 
very little room for

1 

me; but my Father seemed to say, "Not now, My 
child.'' Well do I remember the sonny morning when we first hastened 
to the Old Ford school-room. We were a little late (as dressmakers 
were likely to be who worked late into Saturday night); we stood out
side the closed door in the neat little garden. Mr. C. W. Banks was in 
prayer: how my son! went with him, as he pleaded with our Father with 
childlike reverence and deep emotion. " It is the voice of David or one 
of the old prophets,'' I said to my friend. Soon we were within, and 
such a Bethel feeling came over me; I felt far away from London; I 
felt, God is here, these people like myself are thirsting after the living 
God, and this minister is dealing with God and for God; here is J acob's 
ladder and the communication between heaven and earth is real. And 
then he gave out a text, so characteristic of his preaching: "And Moses 
said onto them, Stand still, and I will hear what the Lord bath com
manded concerning you" (Num. ix. 8). Oh, that sermon; it ought to 
have been preached, I thought, in the grandest cathedral in Europe, to 
the wisest and noblest who had ears to hear; but our Father, who 
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poureth contempt upon princes, willed that it shonld be preachPd in 
a hnmble echo~l-room to a few poor simple people, whom He had lifted 
off the dunghill and was preparing for Hie own immediate presence. 
The sermon was deep, bnt not deeper than the sonl's need. Therein 
was its power, that it dived down to those who were sinking or had 
sank, and with a sympathetic arm drew them up out of the depths and 
lifted them into the presence and favonr of a sin-atoning God. Poor 
men, who were defiled by a dead body, cried unto Moses, feeling unclean, 
yet longing to partake of the passover. Moses inquired for them, and 
the loving Shepherd of Israel pitied their state and would not shut them 
out; but gave commandment to let them, and the stranger, and those 
on a journey, all come and welcome to the fea@t. "Yet he shall keep 
the passover unto the Lord, and eat it with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs." How I longed to be baptized and keep th~t feast which still 
remains to us; yea, in spirit, I felt I had then the Lamb, the unleavened 
bread, and the bitter herbs, though I was a stranger and on a jonrney, 
and defiled with a dead body. 

ADA BROWNING HARRISON. 
Leeds. 

THE UNPARDONABLE SIN. 

To the Editor of the "Earthen Vessel." 

DEAR Sra,-While looking through the VESSEL the other day I came across 
the following (on p. 87) :-" Who can answer this question ?-what sin is 
that which can never be forgiven?" Signed," One in the furnace.'' Now, 
feeling that the inquirer is one who seems to be in some real anxiety from 
trouble of soul respecting the blaspheming against the Holy Ghost, and 
having, I trust, some light upon this solemn subject, and also as the 
occasional expression of my views have been a blessing to tempted souls, I 
venture to convey by this means a few thoughts for the consideration and, 
I trust, comfort of your readers that may be in the furnace; and, first, we 
will show what is not the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, and, secondly 
what is. 

First. Of course every sin, though against a three-one God. is not 
blasphemy; blasphemy is an impious reproach of the being of God, which 
men have sometimes, while in a profane, ignorant, and ·dead state of soul, 
and life, been forgiven for, which is manifest in some such being, 
called by efficacious grace, which shows that this is not the sin of blasphemy, 
because all that are thus called are taken to glory. 

Secondly. It is not sins either against light or knowledge, because 
David, Solomon, Peter, and many others have sinned most basely against 
light, and have been made most solemnly to smart for it; yet had pardon 
manifested, and were still men of God, or after His own heart. The sins of 
such can be traced to the cunning and malice of tlatan against them because 
he knows they are of God-that is, though they knew they were sinning, 
they felt not the evil of their sin, being blinded for the time by lust and 
temptation, and confused in the palpitation of mind in the temptation; all 
which blunted the edcre of a tend~r conscience, which is seen in David, 
who passed the senteice of death upon the ma_n in Nat_han's parable,.while 
he knew he himself had defiled and robbed Uriah of his ewe lamb; it was 
not till the words "Thou art the man," were discharged at his conscience, 
,that he seems to have been troubled a.bout his sin. All which, I say, shows 
what an artificer is the devil and what a hardening thing is sin, and also 
What dreadful work the electi~n of grace cut themselves out that sin agai1;1-st 
God's light. A.gain, it follows that these who have had awful blasphenues 
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arise in their minds 11,ga.inst God 11,nd 11,ll Hie works 11,nd godlinesa, oont"'ry 
to their pra.yer11 11,nd he•Tt d68i'l'es, he.ve not themselves committed that ein 
but that snob things are stirred np by the devil against their very prayers~ 

I shall now treat of what the ble.sphemy against the Holy Ghost is, e.nd 
I think one cannot do better than refer to the words of the Son of God 
Himself upon it, e.nd then proceed to the scripture in the Hebrews " One in 
the furne.ce" seems troubled with. 

In Mark iii. we read, "And the scribes which ea.me down from Jerusalem 
said, He bath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils <'.&l!teth He out 
devils. And He (Jesus) oa,lled them unto Him, and said unto them in 
parables, How oe.n Satan cast out Satan P And if a kingdom be divided 
against itself that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house be divided 
against itse1f that house cannot stand. And if Sa.tan rise up against him
self and be divided, he cannot stand, but bath a.n end. No man can enter 
into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the 
strong man; and then he will spoil his house. Verily I ~ay unto you, All 
sins shall be forgiven nnto the sons of men, and blaiphemies wherewith 
soever they shall blaspheme : but he that shall blaspheme against the Holy 
Ghost bath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation." 
Now mark: "because they said, He bath an unclean spirit." I quote these 
words in full, as it will do well for "One in the furnace" to read them. And 
we will first observe that these scribes and pharie:ees blasphemed the Holy 
Ghost by declaring in a spirit of hatred or malice against the Son of God, 
in the face of the light of the truth by which they knew it was by the Holy 
Ghost He cast out devils, that He cast them out by Beelzebub, the very 
prince of devils, thereby calling the Holy Ghost against the light of their 
own consciences, an unclean spirit, or Beelzebub; and not only so; but a; 

the Lord is reported to have said in the other Gospels, they charged iu thi1 
charge against the Son of God all the miracles of the disciples, or everyone. 
else with the same ~pirit: '· for if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do 
your children cast them out ? " As if He said," You abhor Me so that you 
wont allow Me to be a human being, or a Jew, or one of your children, or 
brethren ; well, then, if I am not, pray, by whom do your .children cast 
them out?" 

Again, observe there were scribes and phe.risees from Jerusalem-the.t 
is, very religious persons, and who were readers and expounders of Moses' 
writings and of the Scriptures generally, and who, therefore, knew the 
letter of the law, and who were perfectly aware that the miracles that Jesus 
did were predicted by the prophets under the sacred influence of the Holy 
Ghost; therefore their sin was a blasphemy a.go.inst the person and work 
of the Holy Ghost in all the prophets, as well as in Jesus; therefore the 
conclusion is this, the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost is deliberately 
against the clearest light of the truth, with hatred or malice against the 
being and work of God-calling God, who graciously does good, Beelzebub, 
or the prince of the devils. 

Such a sinner was Balaam, who, against repeated commands from God 
in the night, and the solemn unprecedented prohibition of God by his ass, 
and against the angel with sword in hand, for filthy lucre sake attempted, 
time a~er time, to curse ancient Israel. Such a sinner also was Judas, who· 
witnessed the miracles of Jesus-yea, who by the Holy Ghost Himself, 
cast out devils, yet went, in spite of it all, for the sake of thirty pieces of 
silver, and wickedly betrayed what he knew to be innocent blood. Such 
sinners also were W. Huntington's enemies at Thames Ditton and other 
places, who in the face of the light of truth, and the good effect of it ~y 
him on the people around, did, in real hatred to God the Holy Ghos~ Ill 

him, persecute Him most vilely, till arrows, ordained in eternity agamst 
these persecuting blasphemers were discharged from God's bow, and to hell 
they went. 

Other cases in Bunyan'li and Whitfield's time might be mentione~, 
though I think sufficient has been said to show a little of the nature of this 
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eln; therefore, if " Ona in the furnace" loves to see the work of God, to 
hear the Son of God in the Gospel lifted up by men under the influence 
of God the Holy Ghost; and if, notwithstanding the hot fnrna,ce, he would 
long to love God, delight in and serve Him, and be frea from a. body of sin 
and death, and dwell where Jesus is in holiness and glory; if he loves 
pureness of heart for the grace of prayer, and fa.ith, and hope, and love, 
there is in his petitions at the throne and in conversation with the saints, 
for the grace there is in his lips or conversa.tion the King Jesus will be 
his friend and hold him in His heart from that awful blasphemy-yea, 
if he is a leper, a guilty, filthy sinner, and knows what it is to cry for 
pardon and peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, he shall 
realise it in the Lord's time, and sit at last with Christ upon His 
throne. Yea, further, if he desires to groan under the weight of nature's 
evil, and hates vain thoughts, and prays to be delivered from blasphemous 
and unclean temptations, whatever he may feel or say, he has not com-
mHted that sin-no, nor ever will. ' 

Let us now make a few remarks upon the portion in the Hebrews that 
troubles him : "For if we sin wilfnlly after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but 
a certain fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indignn.tion which shall 
devour the adversaries." 

First-to understand the mind o~ the apostle we ought to notice the 
circumstances, these Hebrews he writes to in this epistle were then in 
being, Hebrews who had faith in Christ, and who from then had made a 
public profession of His dear name, and so forsook the observa.nces of the 
Mosaic law. They were most bitterly persecuted by their brethren, the 
Hebrews, who still remained in unbelief of Jesus being the true Messiah. 
and whe still had Moses read in the synagognes every Sabbath day, and 
were still his disciples; these persecutions, Paul himself experienced in a 
wonderful manner. He being a Hebrew in every sense, and now having 
experienced much persecution from them, for the name of Jesus Christ, 
finding his brother Christian Hebrews very much afflicted inwardly and 
outwardly, and that some being weak in the faith and tempted, were likely 
to wa,ver, even to give up their profession, he writes this epistle for their 
encouragement, to " hold fast their profession of their faith without 
wavering" (ver. 23). _ 

He begins his epi~tle with a proof of the Person of the Son of God 
being-as Son of God.:_abuve angels, as He bath by inheritance with His 
Father obtained a more excellent name than they. Then he shows, 
although as to Hi& sufferings as man He was a little lower than the angel~, 
He is nevertheless worthy of more glory than Moses, being the God who 
built all things, and Moses but a creature servant, faithful, a Son in election, 
and adoption. Then He shows that He, as Great High Priest, is also greater 
than Aaron; that Melchisidec having no (known) beginning of days-nor end 
of life-was a mere perfect type of His unchangeable Priesthood, who is 
without beginning or end, (the Jews having a saying respecting persons 
whose genealogy cannot be traced: "Oh, he is without pedigree, without 
father, &c.). So I say, the Lord has hid from all historians the pedigree of 
Melchisidec, and the commencement and end of his kingship ,i,nd priest
hood, in order to shew the eternity of that of His Son. The apostle having 
thus lifted up His Son above angels, Moses, and Aaron, and all, declares 
the fulfilment in Him of all that was set forth in the laws, that they were 
~ut shadows of heavenly things, and not the very image, ~nd that Christ 
IS the substance the end of it all that He hath. by one o:fl'ermg, so made an 
atonement in which all the elect are perfected; in a word1 that He _being 
Go~ and Man, Mediator, High Priest, Prophet, and King, He_ 1s ~he 
ObJect, the Author and Finisher of faith, all thmgs are consummate 11:1- Him. 
These things these Hebrews believed and professed ; . therefore, if they 
t°:rned their backs upon Jesus, by going back to 1\foses, it would ~ea most 
wilful sin, and a doing despite to the Spirit of grace, who was a w1tn ess to 
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them of the truths o{ Jesus (see ver. U). It would also be a despising and 
trampling under foot the blood of JeBus, counting it an unholy thing, as if 
the blood of bulls end goats was better, or as if there was no atonement in 
the blood of Jesus: so they must go back to Moses for it. Now the apostle 
having proved that Jesus is the one only real sacrifice for sin, that His 
sacrifice he,R done away in God's account the use of all others, i£ they 
turned their back upon Him there would remain no more sacrifice for 
sins, therefore a fearful looking for or judgment. I don't say the apostle 
really belie,ed the elect would rn sin, but knowing his own depravity 
and weakness, and the malice of Satan, he knew man, left to himse!f and 
the devil, would do any1hing. Also he knew, as I know, too, that a 
losing sight of Jesus and His atonement, that there is (especially under 
any fresh contracted guilt) a most fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation: besides what grea,ter adversary can there be to any 
cause than those who profess warm attachment to it, and then afterwards 
tnrn their back upon it and join adversaries against it? I answer, none. 
Also, if we consider that those who despised Moses' law, died without 
mercy, under two or three witnesses, because Moses was called of God 
to do those things, for how much sorer punishment shall those be thought 
worthy of who hath trod under foot the Son of God, who is greater than 
Moses, and whose Gospel excels his law, as the sun does the moon? 

In conclusion, therefore, it seems to me, that the apostle, knowing 
the prer.iousnese and fulness of Christ, the certain damnation of all 
that die out of him, and "the terror of the Lord," experienced under divine 
chastisements, and that it is a fearful thing to " fall into the hands 
of the living God." He wrote these solemn words to persuade these 
poor afflicted, persecuted, tempted Hebrews to•• hold fast the profession 
of their faith without wavering " between Him and Moses, knowing that 
Jesus was faithful, who had promised a complete eventual deliverance from 
all evil. I consider, then, the" if we sin wilfully," to express the liability 
all creatures have of sinning any sin, if left to themselves, in the bands of 
Satan. 

Also, "the fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation" that 
which is experienced by these children of God that openly backslide, and 
which judgment and indignation devours real adversarieR, and which the 
child of God is really afraid at times will be his case-that is, " One in the 
furnace" must make a distinction betwee11 fiery indignation experienced by 
a child of God, in his conscience, when he has sinned against light and 
knowledge, and the adversarie11 who are devoured. The apostle says, 
"If we who know the truth, knowingly, wilfully sin, we shall have the 
fearful looking for of judgment," etc., but he does not say we shall be 
devoured, but t,be adversaries shall; that "those that mock at sin, rail at 
Jesus, despise Hi1 Spirit and His grace, and turn against all profession of 
His name, return to the profane, and die in their sins-these shall be 
devoured by the jaws of eternal death. 

Also, whether the child of God ever sins wilfully or not, one thing is 
certain, many under the Gospel have been pardoned, and washed from sins 
and taken to heaven who would have been stoned to death under Moses' 
law. I mean by this that many are worthy of sorer punishment than those 
who died under Moses' law, but though they deserve it, they are mercifully 
spared, because of the efficacy of Jesus' blood. And so also those children of 
God that sin against light and knowledge, fear the" judgment and fiery in
dignation," yet shall not be devoured as adversaries the awful lives and ends 
of real apostates, the Lord uses, to keep His children from presumptuous 
sins, and to stir them up to pnyer, etc. Hence His servants sometimes 
write and preach in this way to keep back the presuming, and to encourage 
the fearful or weak, tempted, and tried believers. Let '' One in the furnace" 
remember, not only these verses in eh. x. of Hebrews, but also this, 
"All sinB and blasphemies shall be forgiven." Also "the blood of Jesus 
Christ, God's son, clea.naeth us from all sin; " and let him try and-
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'' Let all fruitless searches go 
Which perplex anil teaze ~s ; 

And determine nought to know, 
But a bleeding Jesus." 

J can assure him there is efficacy in His blood to pardon all sins, there is 
love in Hi~ heart to all sensjbl_e sinners, and that He delights to shew mercy 
to the miserable, o.nd to ' bmd up the broken in heart" and to hear a 
begg1Lr's rat-tat-a-tat at mercy's door. The remedy is before him in thfl 
Gospel of Jesus-" And if any (says James) is afflicted, let him pray." 

"Prayer was appointed to convey the blessings God designs to give." 
I am, yours in trnth, 

ALFRED DYE. 

THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

My Se1·11101i Note.~. By 0. H. Spnrgeon. 
London: Passmore and Alabaster. Price 
2s. 6d. This is a work of the most novel 
order of this nineteenth century. Had 
any other person than C. H. Spnrgeon 
sent so peculiar a book into the world, 
we should, perhaps, have thought it 
unworthy of notice. We cannot, how
ever, come to such a rash conclusion in 
the present case, as most of that which 
flows from the heart anc! brain of Mr. 
Spurgeon is of importance to the com
mon-sense Christian. To many sound 
divines these "Sermon Notes" will 
prove suggestive and useful. To others 
only as a dish of dry bones, yea, very 
dry! The volume under consideration 
is the third instalment of the kind, and 
which reaches from Matthew to Acts. 
There is one more volume to come, which 
will take in Romans to Revelations. 
These" Nctes" are aptly illustrated by 
quotations from various authors, most of 
which are worthy of being repeated. 
Mr. Spurgeon says," I hope and believe 
that these Notes will not be of much use 
to persons who fail to think for them
selves. For such talkers I have no sort 
of compassion. My outlines are meant 
to be aids to preparation, and nothing 
more. The theory that they will induce 
men to be idle is not supported by facts. 
Concerning this, information of the most 
reliable kind is forthcoming." We have 
no doubt that these " Sermon Notes •• 
will commo.nd the sale they merit. 

The Gospel Magazine. The May issue 
of this spiritual treasury is illustrated 
with a portrait of D. A. Doudney, jun., 
and on page 287 is a very generous paper 
on the late Charles Waters Banks by the 
noble editor, and which we extract for 
the EARTHEN VESSEL. Dr. Doudney aa 
editor ran in Gospel harmony with .Mr. 
B_anks for many years, a.nd has survived 
him. It will be interesting to many of 

oar readers to know that Dr. Dondney 
has been sustained in honour and great 
usefulness as editor of the Go.,pel ;lh,ga
zine for forty-six years. He had not long 
been in his editorial chair when Mr. 
Banks launched the EARTHEN VESSEL 
on the rough billows of the world. With 
regard to the editorial work of the 
Gospel Maga=ine, Dr. Doodney says:
" How true it is that we know not what 
a day may bring forth! When, in May, 
1640, the editorship of this work fell 
into our hands, we should have thought 
it about as likely that we should have 
been made Prime Minister as that we 
should have been permitted and enabled 
to retain our position for even half the 
period which, in the marvellous provi
dence of God, has been allotted to us. 
Surely the very language which we then 
used will bespeak this. If we mistake 
not, these were our identical words: ' In 
a simple dependence upon Him, we take 
this our first step ina pathway, the diffi
culties attendant upon which He only 
knows.'" 

Australian Particular Baptist Jlaga
zine for April is full of solid Gospel truth. 
It records the death of Mrs. Chizlett, 
relict of the late Mr. Chas. Cbizlett. 
On Sunday, March 21, a funeral sermon 
was preached at Castlereagh - street 
Church, by Pastor Allen, from Heb. xi. 
24-26, which portion was made a bless
ing to the dear departed one many years 
ago under a sermon preached by :Mr. 
George Wyard, London. 

Zio·n Bereaved of the Faithful. A 
sermon (reprint) by the late Joseph 
Irons. This excellent sermon was 
preached at Jewin-crescent, December 
23, 1640, shortly after the death of 
Watts Wilkinson, from Psa. xii. 1. It is 
a masterly discourse and well worthy of 
being reprinted. We should rejoice to 
see a uniform edition of Joseph Irons's 
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<'Omplete "'arks published, In the ser
mon before UR Mr. IronR laments the 
departure. in his day, of mAny good men 
from earth to heaven. What would he 
ee.y if he lii-ed Rt this period of time? 
He remarked, " Where am I to look for 
a Haw-ker? Wbere am I to look for a 
Euntington 1 Where am I to look for a 
"\\'ilkinson now 1 And we would eay, 
"\\'here are we 1-0 look for an IronR, a 
~Tells, a Foreman, a Banks now 1 Our 
eyes are up above the hills, from whence 
cometh our help. Oh, for another 
Joseph Irons! 

Tfw S/:T'a.it Gate. A sermon by P. 
Reynolds. This sermon is quite equal to 
any that Mr. Reynolds bas before pub
lished, and we believe thai it will li11e, 
and not be wanting in readers, as truth 
,can never die. One penny. 

Gold, Silver, and Precious Sto11.e8. A 
sermon by J. Battersby. This is a foun
dation sermon. Many sermons in the 
present day are without foundation. The 
Rock of Ages is the eternal basis upon 
which this precious discourse is founded. 

L,jc and Light. The subject of Justi
fication i~ beautifully unfolded in the 
May number by the edit-Or, R. E. Sears. 

A Mem01·ial : Life and E:r,perienee of 
-Owen Jonr:s . .A most intert.sting memoir, 
.and worthy of an extensive circulation. 

Quarterly R1porter of the German 
BaptifJt Mission. This Mission was 
founded by Pastor Oncken, of Hamburg. 

The Pure Truth Mission Lea~ts. 
Worth their wei~ht in gold ! 

Tke Penn11 Popvla1' Guide to tke 
Colonial and Indian Exhibition. R. 
Banks and Son, Racquet-court, Fleet
street, E.~. This is in reality the 
,cheapest and best Penny Guide to the 
pre.sent Exhibition we have met with. 
Sold at all bookstalls, Metropolitan 
Railway, kc. 

A L,;gaey to the Houskold of Faith. 
By B. Taylor, Pulham-St.•Mary, Norfolk. 
Price ls. ld. post free. This beautiful 
little memorial work is adorned with a 
portrait of the author, and contains much 
of the inner life of the Divine Master in 
the form of an expOBition of John x. 1-
16. We commend it to God to bless it 
to thousands of preciotlS souls by which 
we hope it will be doubly blesaed. 

Hunian Destiny. By Robert .Ander
son, LL.D., Barrister-at-law. London: 
Hodder and Stoughton, 27, Paternoster
row. Price 5s. This is a scholarly
written wm:k on the •profound and much
controverted subject of eschatology, or 
the doctrine of the final sta~ of the 
hnman race. The writer has sifted the 
views of Dr. Plumptree on " The Spirits 
in Prison," and other writers on .A.nni• 

hilation, Condit.ional Immortality, &:c, 
and has reduced their learned disquisi'. 
I.ions to a few qul.'stionable statement. 
We could, however, wish that our abl~ 
author had given us more of his own 
thoughts, supported by the Word of 
God. On page 64 Dr. Anderson saya 
" Two questions lie across the threshold 
of the enquiry [What is life 1]. What is 
the meaning of the Greek word aionioa? 
and does man by nature possess immor
tality ? If, to borrow a military term 
we can master these difficulties, instead 
of delaying to settle them, we shall avoid 
an almost interminable controversy," 
Our author is equally clever in the 
English law as in the Greek Testament 
as much of his book determines; he i~ 
also clear in his definition of the three 
passages on the word immortality (tm• 
corruptness) mentioned by Paul, one of 
which refers to God Himself. Neverthe
les■, the word aionios cannot be so easily 
disposed of, as the se.me word applies to 
the saved as to the lost. [For a concise 
exposition of this subject, see "Is the 
Soul Immortal 7 " by W. Winters, of 
Waltham .Abbey, price 6d.] The Greek 
word aionios, says our author, on page 
209, " occurs seventy-one times in the 
New Testament, and, excepting in only 
four passages, it is invariably rendered 
by ' everlasting' or • e.ternal.' To deal 
with the four exceptional passages first: 
it is rendered 'fo1· ever• in Philemon 
15; and in Romans xvi. 25, 2 Timothy i. 
9, and Titus i. 2, it is used in its primary 
sense, and by the paraphrase used by the 
translators this is admirably conveyed to 
the English reader. The words are 
literally ' since, or before, t:eonian times;' 
and the translation is 'since, or before, 
the world began.'" We have no 
doubt that Dr . .Anderson's excellently 
written work, 1which is beautifully 
printed and bound, will command the 
earnest attention of many theological 
and metaphysical enquirers of that which 
remains unrevealed of the final destiny 
of man. 

Tke CrinU11 of Atheism, By Edward 
Poulson. London: Reeves and Turner, 
J 96, Strand. Price 3d, An able defence 
of truth against the views held by 
atheistic secularists. 

The A B C Ckurck, and Chapel 
Directory for U86, containing complete 
list of the Protestant places of worship in 
anda•·oundLondon, with µiinisters' name, 
aod private addr~ses. A very 11sej:ul 
Guide-book. Price 2d. (R. Ban.kl! & Son, 
:a.acquet C\lurt, Fleet Street.) 

With the June nutnbP.r .of Oh~Htng 
Word,, Mr. W. Winters, WAitham Abbey 
commences his work as editor. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
EDEN CHAPEL, CAMBRIDGE. 
It Is with very much ple88ure aod tbaok

{uloe81 to our covenant God that we have BI! 
a Church to record Hie goodoees toward ua. 
Terlly He who maketb meo to be of ooe 
rolod In a house b88 bleased ua; not ooly 
with a steady and contioued locre88e in 
oumben, but also with peace, uoity, love, 
aod coocord, 80 that we can eoter somewhat 
loto the feello~ of the sweet sioger of Israel 
when be said, ' How sweet aod how pleasaot 
It la for brethren to dwell together in unity; " 
that this may abide aod abound is our 
earn eat prayer. . 

On Wedoesday eveoiog, April 7, we bad 
a very ple88Bot and loterestiog gatherinjl' of 
the members together; it W88 a Cl1Urcb tea
.meeting, and although it 80 happened, 
through the inclemeocy of the weather, that 
ooly about 70 members were preseot out of 
112, yet the eveniog was a most eojoyahle 
ooe, and will loog be remembered as such by 
,maor, After tea, pastor Mr. Jule presided, 
and 10 the course of the evening our brother 
-Powell, the senior deacoo, gave us B short 
,history of the Church from its commence
ment; and as it may be ioterestio~ to ,ome of 
,the numerous readers of the VESSEL, we 
aenrl ii for insertion. The old Church-hook 
,thus commences:-

" Either from the preacher's cowardice, 
·ignorance of the Gospel of Christ, huot for 
,carnal interest, or B thirst after the applause 
-of men, Cambridge has long been without 
the glorious Gospel of God unmixed with 
human cooditions, al though not without 
,preachers, for Cambridge has always had 
plenty who liked to dwell more upoo man's 
-duties and doiogs thao upoo God's grace aod 
-operations, An honest Gospel aermon ha,J, 
however, now and then heeo preached at 
<Jambridge by visitors, and there were a few 
people in the town that loved the joyful 
sound. 

"Sometime before the year 1815 a I\Jr. 
Thomas Freeman was preaching at Godman
-cliester; of this dear aod favoured saiot it 
may be said, like a star of the first magnitude 
he arose upon the horizon of the Church, 
eodowed with rich grace and rare gifts and 
abilities, his soul inflamed with zeal io bis 
Master's cause, he was mighty in tbe truth 
aod a master io Israel, the sweet and sacred 
·doctrines of God's eternal forethought, of 
His choice and everlasting love in Christ 
toward the objects of ao,·ereign mercy, were 
the theme of his ministry, aod fell in eloquent 
but simple strains from his lips in demonstra
tioo of the Spirit and power divioe, aod there 
was a numerous ingathering to that little 
hill of Zioo at Godmanchester while it pleased 
the great Head of the Church to continue 
him amongst them; this was the mao who 
was hoooured of God as a means of plan ting 
this Church at Eden, of whom we ee.ch form 
B component part. 

"Iµ the year 1818 he was iovited to preacli 
io Cambridge occB!li,QJllllly in private place, 

obtaioed for that purpose. Soon after this 
time the lodepeodents, who had been wor
sbippiog in the old Greeo-street Chapel, 
built themselves a new chapel in Downing
place, aod then this little folk, although 
greatly oppol!ed, applied to the party whose 
leRRehold it wae to hire it, that the precious 
doctrioee of free and distinguishing RJ'8Ce 
might be fully and more constantly deelared 
unto them. The place wae hired in October, 
1819, at a rent of £,2!, per year; but such 
was the opposition display~,d, that the In
dependents would not give up the key, and 
they could not get the possession of it until 
the following May, aml their obtainiog it 
then wae due priocipally to the indomitallle 
industry aod perseverance of Mr. Freeman. 
In the same month that possession was 
obtained it was opened by him and Mr. 
Dowling, of Colchester; this wa,, a day of 
rejoicing for the infant cause. Before Mr. 
Freeman and Mr. Dowling left Cambridge, 
they made out a list of several ministers 
whom they might invite to preach to them, 
and amongst these was Mr. Foremao, of 
Laxfield, 8uff'olk, who came and supplied 
two Lord's-days io January, 1820 ; they 
waoted him lo promise two more in October, 
but he visited them no more until March, 
1821, for two Lord's-days, and finding bv 
his conversation t~at he was not very com: 
fortahle at Laxfield, they resolved to give him 
an invitation for twelve months. He came, 
and the invitation was renewed ontil the 
12th of October, 1823, when Mr. Foremao 
formed this Church of six persons, he being 
one of the six. It was formed in the vestry 
of the old Greeo-street Chapel, and then 
Mr. Foreman was chosen to be their pastor, 
and the following prayer was offered:
'. That the Lord would look dowo, visit, 
water, and cause to flourish the little tender 
vine which we hoped His own hand had 
planted. May the little one become a 
thousaod.' Although so earnest aod active 
in the formatioo of this little cause, we do not 
find that Mr. Freemao was at this important 
meetiog, in fact, his name is not mentioned 
after the opening of the place. No doubt 
this may be accounted for, as he po!ISesaed a 
weak constitution and a light frame, which 
appeared ill able to sustain the wear and tear 
of a soul so full of spiritual life and inspired 
with such ardent zeal to make full proof of 
hie mint.try; and as he continually went 
hither and thither amongst the towns and 
villages to preach that glorious Gospel which 
was committed to his trust, the work aoon 
began to tell upoo the system. His people at 
Godmanchester, finding this to be the case, 
requested him to seek medical advice in 
London. He went, and the physician told 
him he could give him no hopes, except be 
would leave o.ff preachiog for twelve months. 
This he replied be could not do, even if he 
was sure be should die at the twelve 
months' end. Hence we hear no more of 
him In Cambridge. I believe aoon after thi■ 
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people was formed Into a Church, our dear 
brother was called home. 

"But t.o eontinue the history of our little 
Church. Lea,ebold property being so verv 
uncerlein, it was thought desirable to look 
out for a piece of fN'ehold land whereon to 
built! a cbepel. After looldng about for 
some little time, a convenient site was found, 
and on March 25, 1825, WB!I purcbaoed of 
Mr. Burlei!!,"h for the sum of £72. It WIL~ 
a portion of the ' Garden of Eden,' and 
stands at the corner of Fitzroy and Bur
leigb-streelB, and upon March 30, 1825, 
Mr. Foreman laid the first brick in the 
foundation of the old chapel, and which 
was opened on October 19 following. It 
was built without galleries at a cost of 
£800, and the amount collected before and 
at the opening services was £408. The 
chapel bad not been built two years when 
J\lr. Foreman resigned and moved to London, 
April 27, 1827, after preaching morning and 
evening and administering the ordinance of 
tbe Lord's Supper, be gave up the pulpit into 
the bands of the Church wbo long mourned 
his loss. When be resigned bis salary was 
£71 per year. 

" Mr. William Allen was the next pastor. 
He commenced bis labours on October 12, 
1828. and resigned the same in April, 1832. 

"Mr. Thomas Pook was the next minister. 
He commenced bis pastorate in January, 
1831, and resigned January, 1844. After 
whicll he was many years pastor of the 
Church at Bethesda Chapel, l pswich. 

·•Mr.Thomas Field was the fourth pB&t<n 
He commenced bis labours on June 9, 1846, 
and resigned December, 1848. Soon after 
Mr. Fieid left, lllr. Samuel Marks and Mr. 
Hazelton were invited to supply the pulpit; 
they both did so with mucb acceptance to the 
J>'!Ople, and after some time, Mr. Marks was 
invited by the Church for twelve months 
with a view to the pastorate ; this being 
ended in June. 1852. be was at once chosen 
pastor and after labouring amongst the 
people' for more than eighteen year~, sent in 
his resignation at a Church meetmg, held 
December. 1869. He was a man greatly 
respected, and carried himself -~fore the 
world as became his exalted posmon ; and 
to show their appreciation of his worth, the 
Church and congregation gave him a tang
ible proof, by getting up B public tea and 
presenting him with a silver tea-pot, sugar
basin, and cream ewer, at a cost of £30 10s., 
and a marble time-piece engraved for the 
occB&ion, £12 10,. The Church being with
out a pastor for two years and nine months, 
various ministers supplying, amongst whom 
was Mr. Jobn Bunyan McCure; at a 
Church meetiag, held October 7, 1872, the 
Church agreed to ask him to take the 
pastorate ; and during his pastorate our new 
chapel was built, wbich cost £1,500 with !he 
old chapel. Mr. McCure laid the first bnck 
on M.ay 14, 1874, and on November 2.5 
following, the chapel was opened. Mr. 
Crowther, of Gomersbal, near Leeds, preached 
in the morning from Titus i. 2, 3, and Mr. 
Tliomas Jones, of London, in the afternoon; 
after which more than 400 11t down ID tea, 

and a public meeting was held In the 
evening. It wll!I announced In the early 
part of the evening that £220 would entirely 
free the place from debt. Mr. Crowther 
rose and said he hoped the people would 
not separate until that ,mall Item WAR cleared 
off, nnd to help a brother out of bis difficulties 
he would give n tenth of that sum himself'. 
The people began to respond, giving sums 
from £1 to £10. It was Indeed an exciting 
scene, and before the benediction was rro
nounced, our pastor arose and sal~ ' t le 
enough-the building Is free!' The Im
pression made upon the minds of the people 
was great, and the congrep;ation rose and 
sang as with one voice, ' Praise God, from 
whom all blessing'! flow.' 

"Mr. McCure had been a man of mucb 
labour in the Lord's vineyard, both in Eng
land and in the colonies, and the work began 
to tell upon him, bis health failed, and after a 
state of prostration of body ( end In which 
the mind much sympathised) for a period of 
six or eight months, he, in October, 1877 
sent in his resignation to the Church. ' 

"After having various supplies to fill the 
pulpit amongst whom was Mr. John Jnll, 
at a Church meeting, held October 6, 1878, 
it was agreed that we should invite him on 
probation for twelve months, from March 1, 
1879, end on February 19, 1880, he WR& 
rfq nested to take the pastorate, which he 
did, and we find the ministry still to be a 
living one, as it tends to the building up 
and then establishing the believers, to the 
gathering in of the hidden ones, and to the 
cementing together of the body in love. 
That it may ever continue to be so is the 
earnest prayer of 

"THB WHOLE BODY." 

DORSET SQUARE.- BILL•BTBBET. 
-The r.ause here, for upwards of forty years, 
have had three sermons on Good Friday. 
Messrs. Murrell, Milner, Wells, and others 
of that day, in their turn, were in the llabit 
of preaching in this time-honoured sanctuary: 
those men have gone to their rest. We 
desire to thank Ood that, altbouf:h friend 
after friend deparu, yet "He lives, the great 
Redeemer lives," and men of good mental 
calibre, quickened and sanctified by the 
Holy t!pirit, with equal earnestness, ere in 
the ministerial ranks; and on this occasion 
three of them, Messrs. Anderson, Box, and 
Shepherd, delivered soul-cheering and profit· 
able discourses. The conRTegations were 
very large.-LlTTLB HoPB. 

COLCHEBTER--ST. JoHJil'B-GBBEN .
Special services were held here on Easter 
Monrlay, when Mr. Charles Cock, of Mersea, 
preached a good sermon In the afternoon 
to a goodly company of bearers, who appre· 
cieted bis teeUmony. The now ver..erable 
Mr. W. Beech took the chair at the evening 
meeting, and gave en encoura11;lng address. 
He was followed by Mr. Cock, Mr. Tbor
rington, and the pastor, W, Brown. The 
collection, with profit from the tea, amounted 
to £7 211. 6d. 
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BRIXTON TABERNACLE. - The 
secood oonlver,ery of I he opeoing of thia 
piece w•s held on Lord's-d8/, Mey 9, when 
two ,ermons were preeche by the pe,tor, 
Mr, C. Cornwell, and the services were 
continuer! on Tuesday the 11th, Mr. I. C. 
Johnson, of Gravesend, preechiog a sweet 
eermoD from 2 Tim. i. 9: " Who hath oeved 
us, enil celled us with ea holy celliog," &c. ; 
after wnlch lhe frleods eat down to a good 
tee, and o public mee1iog was held in lhe 
evenlog, presided over by Mr. Johnson. The 
weether was very uofavourable, which, no 
doubt, prevented many from being present, 
bul it woe a good tl:ne, and the dear Moster'• 
presence was lt!t io our midst. The meetiog 
was rommenced by tbe friends sioginR", " All 
bail the power of Jesus name." A t'ter prayer, 
by Mr. Taylor, Mr. Gray, the TreBSurer, 
laid before the meetiog a resume or short 
statement of the Lord's dealings with the 
cause at Brixtoo during the past year, from 
which it appeared, that ofrer tile annual 
meetiog in Moy, 1885, the whole of the ex
peoses ood belonces due to the treasurer, nod 
the parish for paving we!e peirl, and the 
amount remeiniog due wo• £2,935 on mort
gage and debentures; the friends then set to 
work to raise o fund for the reductioo of the 
debt, with the followiog result: collectors' 
books, donations, and subscriptions, &c., 
£75 12•. 3d.; collections at eight sermons, 
by our friead Mr. Bradbury, of the Grove, 
£19 6•. 6½d,; collection by the friends at 
MeJrick-road, £10; ditto at Auckland-hill, 
£5; and collections ot the services on Sun
dey, May 9, £9 12s, 2½d., making a total of 
£1l0 lls. The chairman then, after o few 
kind and loving remarks, coiled upon brother 
Holden to address the meeling, and he, af1er 
referring to the report or statement os most 
encouraging, delivered some very precious 
remarks on the words, " Hie name shall be 
-coiled Wonderfu I ; " and our friend and 
brother W. Beach, of Chelmsford (this being 
his fir.t appearance ot Brixton Tabernacle}, 
.after some very feeling and kind words of 
congratulation, spoke very sweetly upon the 
words, "What think ye of Christ!'' ond 
.after quoting the line•,-

" Wbe.t think ye of Christ? is the test, 
'l'o try both your state e.nd your scheme; 

You ee.nnot be right in the rest, 
Unless you think rightly or Him."-

;Jie then gave Peter'e answer lo Jesus, when 
He asked Hi• disciple•, "But whom say ye 
that I em?'' "Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God." He then referred to 
J obn i. I, spoke of Christ as anoio led, as a 
Prophet, Priest, and Kini!', and very sweetly 
described eech of these offices. Our brother 
W. Winters then came up with some very 
fll'ecious things on the cross of Christ, and 
the bearing the cros•, after which o collection 
was rnode, and with donatioes and sub
scriplions handed in, inclutling £14 from the 
chairman, ontl £5 from Mr. Beach, amounted 
to £l05, moking, witll Ille £119 lls., the 
grand sum of £~24 lls. for tile year. Mr. 
Shaw, of Gravesend, then addressed the 
m~e_Ling, Iii• theme being the unity of the 
sp1r11, end rtferred, in a kind manner, to the 

unity that exi,ted ol Brixton, an<I hi• rleelre 
that it might continue. Mr. Ruwlell, of 
the Surrey Tabernacle, •poke very lorcibly 
and oweetly upon the word,, "Thi• people 
have I formed for Myself, they shall •how 
forth My proi,e." Mr. Gray and Mr. Corn
well the11, in feeling terms, having acknow
ledged the goodness •nd mercy of our 
covenant God in whst He had done for the 
cau,e, moved and seconded a vote of thanks 
to the chnirman, ministers, and brer hren for 
their kin J aid and aesistauce, wi,ich was 
carried. The chairman addressed rhe meet
ing in very kind expressions of sympathy 
and encouragement, and this very happy 
and blessed meeting wBS brought to a close 
by the friend• heartily singing- the doxology, 
and the pastor pronouncing- the ben•<liction. 
This was truly a red-hNter day at Brix ton, 
and we desire to thank all our friend, who 
have so kindly helped us, and to ascribe all 
praise and thank•giving to our dear Lord 
and Master, and do indeed say, "Bless the 
Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits." We cannot permit this occasion 
to pass without publicly thaokine: our es
teemed friend, Thomas Bradbury, f,,r hia 
great kindne,s in preaching, at Brixlon, a 
sermon on the third Wednesday in every 
mouth. He will (D.v.) conlioue to do so, and 
we invite all lovers of truth to come and bear, 
and thus encourae:e him in bis work of love 
for us; we th,nk him heartily, and pray 
that He who has said," Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unlo one of the least of these, My 
brethren, ye have done it unto Me," may 
bless him abundantly with all spiritual bless
ings in heavenly places, in Christ J esue.
G. F. GRAY, 

[from another Corre,pondent.] 

BRIXTON.-11 has been our happy privi
lege to attend most of the meetin!I'• held in 
this noble tabernacle since it wa.• first opened. 
On the occasion of the second anoivereorv of 
the opening, May 9th and 11th, Mr. f C . 
Johnson, of Gravesend, preached an excel
lent sermon in the afternoon and pre,ided in 
the evening. Alter on appropriete addre•s 
by the chairman, Mr. Gray, the secretary, 
read the financial report, which showed the 
balance due as follows: Mortgage and deben
tures, £2 935. Separate accoun1s were kept 
for the expenditure necessary on keeping up 
the cause, and for the reduction of !be debt. 
The various donations aml collecrions during 
the year amounted to £109 18•. O½d., in addi
tion to which the suw of £! 15 was realised 
at the annh·enarv services. Tbe be.11~.ear's 
interest on the mortgage for .£2 000 
emounted to £43 !0s. In order to swell the 
aoniver,ary collecrion, Mr. Cornwell and bis 
good wife worked hard and produced noble 
suw~, which were auirmented by the kind
ness of Brothers I.C. Johnson, W. Beach,J. 
ltundell, ood other good friend_s. Brethren 
F. C. Holdrn on the conquer10g work of 
Christ, W. Beach on Cliri,t the Anointed 
One, W. Winler• and F- Shaw e:ave some 
useful and practical remark,, and J. Run
dell ~poke with much fluency on the people 
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whom the Lord had formed fur Rlmeelf. 
Mr. Cornwell tbRnked the chairman and 
friend• tor their help, and pronounced the 
benediclion.-A VISITOR. 

BETRNAL GRE-EN.-HOPE.-The 
half-y~arly meeting,; were held in the above 
chapel on Sunday, Mey 9, end Tue•day, 
Ma)' 11, 1886 On Sunday mornin~ the 
p88tor, W. ,T. Copeland, preached a practical 
i,ermon on Heh. x. 14 Rnd flrAt part of Hr!le 
15. In the evening Mr. Moxham preached 
an appreciated Gospel •ermon on Esther ii. 
15: "And E~tber obtained favour in the 
1ight of ell them the! looked upon her." On 
Tue!'de~· efrernoon Mr. P. Re,·nold• preached 
an excellent sermon on love end mercy from 
J er. xxxi. 20. We need hardly say that the 
conscious •inners present fell et home and 
bapp)' whilst the Holy ~pirit poured out 
throuirh His ser.-ant some sweet streams 
from theAe oceans. We feel deeply indebted 
to Mr. Reynolds for condng to our a .. istance 
in a time of need, helping ue out of a diffi
culty into which we brought ourselves in 
misreading dates in Mr. J. Hazehon's letter 
to us. The fault Is purely out"', not brother 
Hazellon's. The ladies provided a good tea, 
and served it up in a credible manner. Mr. 
Hal! failing to fulfil his promise, for reasons 
unknown to us, Mr. H. Clark ver:,, kindly 
filled the gap, and tilled it most efticien tly 
too, giving a good tone to the meeting, which 
wa,; opened by singing hymn 432, Denham's 
selection, end the reeding of Psa. cxlv. 
Brother Lawrence implored tbe Lord's 
presence, which was truly answered. Bro. 
W. Hazelton spoke well on " Those who love 
God" (I John v. 3). Mr. J. Clerk spoke 
with warmth and power on "Their being 
loved by Christ" (Prov. viii.17). Brother 
Myerson dwelt very encouragingly on" The 
manifestations they receive" (.John xiv. 21). 
.Mr. Dexter ably illustrated bow "all things 
work together for good to them who love 
God" (Rom. viii. 28). Thus we were led to 
look et Jove in ..everal different pbeees, and 
they were all beautiful-yea, grand. The 
whole meeting was merkedl.v spiritual, and 
we were happy under the smiles of God and 
the influence,; of tbe SpiriL .J. C. 

ILFORD. -The fiftieth anniversary of 
Ebenezer chapel was held on Mey 10, 1886. 
In U.le afternoon Mr. Holden, of Limebouse, 
was graciously helped to preach from the 
words, "According to the glorious Go•pel of 
the IJle•.aed God," wlJich was much enjoled 
lly the friends; after wbi~h, e goodly number 
ut down to tea. Mr . .James Lee, of Bow, 
presided over the evening meetiog. wl,icb 
WBS opened by singing the hymn, "Kindred 
in CIJru,t, for His d~ar •ake"' ('i93, Den
ham',), when the chairman offered prayer. 
Mr. I.aac Lake being celled upon to give en 
account of tbe origin of the Church, oeid be 
beard Mr. Kershaw preach, and was baptized 
by him in 1835, at twenlI•four years of age, 
wueu be, witli bi• father and others, thought 
they would like for Mr. Ker•haw to proclaim 
the Word et llford. Mr. Lake invited him 
down fur that purpose, ofleri.Dg to drive him 

from Lon@n (t'here beln'I' then no railway) 
if he would consent. Mr. KershRw refused' 
but wa• afterwards prevalled upon by hi; 
friend•, in London, to a<'Cept the Invitation. 
A room being procured at lierklng-•lde, the 
only one available, there being great oppo. 
sltlon to" the truth" at that time lo ll!ord 
Mr. Kershaw preached from the words' 
"But I am poor and needy, yet the Lo~ 
thioketh upon me." The piece wes crowded, 
and the word blessed, notwithstanding other 
meeting• were or~aoised for that evenlnfi!', In 
order to draw the people away. Mr. Lake 
was e,ked by the friends to get another 
minister, and he accordingly procured a Mr. 
Lane, who ~poke from the word• "What 
"'ill this babbler ~ay?" and a fortnight after 
be again preached from the words, " Is not 
Aaron, the Levlte, thy brother? I know that 
he can speak well." Eventuellv. tbRt place 
we• closed. In course of time, Mr. Murrell 
came to preach in e little place at Ilford, 
taking for bi• text," Peer not, little flock, 
for it is your Father's good pleasure to fi!'lve 
you the kinfi!'dom." lo process of time there 
was :t. divi,ioo among the people, on account 
of" the truth." In the month of October, 
1836, the few friends who bed come out from 
tbe others, and who loved free and sovereign 
grace, resolved upon building a chapel, and 
es the result, .Ebeoezcr chapel was built, the 
opening services being on Boxing-day in 
that year, e Mr. Wbitcherly preaching the 
sermons; the text for the morning being, 
"Behold, what manner of love the Father 
bath bestowed upon us;" end in the evening, 
"Look upon Zion, the city of our solemni
ties," &c. On subsequent occasions, Messrs. 
Kershaw, Tiptaft, Philpot, end others 
ministered in the word. Mr. Lake expressed 
e hope tbet the doctrines of grace end Church 
order would be still maintained and adhered 
to, end how worthless and vein Is every other 
refuge, then the blood and rightfousoess of 
the Lord .Jesus Christ. Mr. W. H. Lee, of 
Bow, being eelled upon to e~dress the meet
ing, did so from the words, "And thou shell 
remember ell the way whieh the Lord thy 
God led thee these forty years in the wilder
ness," observing they were ten years pest 
tbet. He •poke encouragingly of the mercy 
of God in leading, and of the certainty of 
salvation, and the sufficiency of the grace of 
God to lead end support His people. Mr. 
Burbridge, of Camden-town, said, amidst all 
changes, end though some think that. truth 
is going down, yel God would still me111talo 
His people and truth, es He h88 done from 
the days of Abel. Mr. Myerson, of Hackney, 
being celled upon to speak, gave some sound 
and •evoury words from "They shell eome, 
end shell declare His righteousDess unto a 
people that shall be born, that He bath don_e 
tbis," dwelling upon the fact that ~bell 
coming Is by divine purpose, end by divine 
constraint, end therefore, they never come 
wrong. Mr. Flavel spoke of the Lord's c~e 
of His people, from the words, " For <>,e 
cereth for y.ou," distinl{uisbing the Lord! 
special r.ere of His people, from His genera 
care of His creatures, end showing that bot~ 
the people, and His care of them, are 0 



AND OHRISTIAN RECORD. 

tmporlnnce to lhe Lord. Mr, Lee (brother 
to the chairman) having 11lveo out lhe 
hymn commencing, "Iodulgeol God1_ how 
kind" (691, Denham'•), Mr. H. MobbM 
ullered Pome good words upon J ub!lee; 
when Mr. Margerum brought forth some 
comforllng truth• from the words," Behold, 
1he Lord'• hood le not shortened thal It can
not eave." A very eucces,ful and happy 
meetlnir wBA lheo brought to a close by 
singing the do:1ology, and preyer.-A. P. 

WILTON SQUARE.- SAL!!M.-The 
20th aoniver,ary of tloe Church and pa•torate 
was held on Good Friday nod Easter Sunday 
ond Monday. On Friday Mr. Harbour, of 
Brighton, preached two sermons,.end on the 
Sunday the pulpit was occupied by the 
pBAtor, Mr. W. Plack. Mr. W. Hazelton, 
of Lewisl.oam, preached a sound sermon on 
Monday af1ernoon from "He giveth more 
grace." During the evening n public 
meeting was held, at which the pastor pre
sided ; the divine blessing was invoked by 
W. H azeltuo ; after which the chairman 
gave a history of the formation and progress 
of the place; Mr. T. House, who was unable 
to stand, then spoke from" Who is he that 
condemnetb? It is Christ that died." He 
said, though the world, the devil, the law, 
our own transgressions, or even the Church 
condemns us we need only ask, will Christ 
condfmn us? Did He not tnke our con
demnation! and the Father will not condemn 
us, for He has committed all into the Son's 
bands who shed His blood on Calvary, What 
more can you want? your wanting more 
proves that He died for you, The next 
speaker was Mr. Evans, whose text was, 
"Yea, rather that is risen again." He was 
followed by Mr. Alfrey from " Who is even 
at the right band of God." After him, Mr. 
Wileman spoke from "Who also maketb 
intercession for us." The law of God is the 
first accuser; it reveals one sin after another. 
Then there is the accuser of the brethren ; 
but if the elder brother Is the intercessor, the 
younger brothers and shters are sure to he 
everlaslingly saved. Mr. W. H. Lee spoke 
from" We are more than conquerors through 
Him that loved us."-H. D. B. 

THE UNPARDONABLE SIN. 
DE.tR MR. B.tNKB,-l see in Ibis month's 

VESBl!L that one signeJ "In the Furnace" 
is desirous to know what sin is that which 
never can he forgiven. Now we have no 
Scripture that will answer the question as to 
an Ulipardonahle sin to shut out a sinner 
from the efficaciousness of the dear Saviour's 
atoning blouJ, for all who are barn a1,?ain 
cannot so 8ln, for the blood of Chrl;t 
cleansetu from all sin the heirs of promise. 
But as I mvself was cut down in like 
manner many years ago while reading 
Hebrews x. 26: " If we sin wilfully after 
tliat we have received the knowledge of the 
tr11th, there remalneth no more sacrifice for 
~in, but a cerlain fearful looking for of 
Jude:ment and fiery Indignation, which 
shall devour the adversary." I was reading 
that 10th chapter when walking along the 

street, which was my cu,tom lo do. When 
I came to that 26th verse, It strur,k •ucb 
terror into my soul that I eried within my
self," Then I am damned! " I wa• obli'1;ed 
to close the book, and iro on musing upon it, 
and I came to the determination thnt if it 
were so I would i!'O lo the houoe of Go~ more 
than ever, and enjoy the fellowship of God's 
people while here below, because I felt cer
tain I •hould not hereafter. So it drove me 
to the house of God inetead of driving me 
from it, and I enjoyed the truth more than 
ever from the lips uf Mr. J. Wells, under 
whooe ministry I had been for many yeal"!I, 
and I wae soon led to see what the sinning 
wilfully wa•, and they are the words which, 
follow, although I had read them through 
many times before; but they were not 
opened to me as such.. Verse 29: " Of how 
muchsoever punishment suppose ye shall he 
be thought worthy who bath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant wherewith he was 
sanctified an unholy tbinir, and hath done 
despite unto the spirit of grace?" These 
words were very blessed words to my soul, 
for I could say I had not done such a wilful 
sin as to tread under foot the Son of God, 
nor bad I counted the blood of the covenant 
an unholy thing,'' &c, 

Now if our brother" in the furnace" bes 
not done these thinizs, which I am cer
tain no real child of God can ever do, or be 
permitted to do; for what saith the apostle 
in Heh. vi. 4-6, "For it is impossible for 
those who were once enlii;:htened and have 
tasted of the heavenly 11ift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have 
tasted the good word of God and the powers
of tue world to come. If they shall fall away, 
to renew them again to repentance, seeing 
they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh and put Him to an open shame. I 
.think these Scriptures are analegous one 
with the other. How nicely the apostle 
Paul sets it right in th~ 91h verse, "But, 
beloved, we are persuaded better th:ngs of 
you, and things that accompany salvation, 
though we thus speak." May the dear Lord 
direct these words unto any poor soul that is 
thus tried about the unpardonable sin, to 
soothe, strengthen, and comfort them. So 
prays one who halb been so far delivered 
from the power of Satan, 

C. H. FULLER. 

79, Tasman-roaj, Stockwell, S. W. 

HADLEIGH.-On Good Friday, April 
23, we bad a good day in the best sense of the 
word. Mr. B. J. Northfield preacheu after
noon and evening, tea being provided in the 
interval of serviees, to which a goodly num
ber sat down. The attendance at the ser
vices was good, especially rn in the evening. 
Improvements have been recently m~de in 
thi, plKee of worship,_ towards defray iue: the 
expenses of which collections were made. 
"The Lord of hosts is with us, the God of 
Jacob is our refuge," and we bless Bis. 
triune name for His multiplied favours to us. 
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PI MLTCO.-Tbc nnnlvel'!lnry 11ervlce& of 
Cermel Chepel were held on Gooil Fridny. 
Mr. Tooke preecbed In the nfternoon from 
"Tbnt I ma~- know Christ and the power of 
Bis rernrreclion,'' nod observed (I) the 
<!harecler, I; (2) !he Per.on, Him; end the 
threefold knowledge here desired (a) power 
of Clnist'• resurreclion; (b) fellow•hip of 
His •ufferiogs; (c) conformily to Hie death, 
1. The character, I. Paul did not think his 
1:eel would meke him meet for heeven, the 
Holy Spirit's power would deslroy such a 
thought. The •pirit of the Pbari•ee is thus 
deslro,·ed. The fulfilment of Christ's 
sufteriogs which were prophesied. The 
11errnot is not greater than his Lord. For 
the time will come that whoso killeth you 
will tlliok that be does God service. Neces
·•ily for watching against Pberiseicel spirits. 
Humble posilion of the charecter," I count 
all loss thet I may win Christ.'' A cheracter 
which Juves all men's doings behind, end 
puts all worth upon the doings of Christ; 

-one humbled at the feet of Christ, the chiefest 
of sione~; one who bas a sense of the need 
ol Chri•t. 2. The Person, Him. A suff'er
iog, dying, and a risen Saviour. Nece888ry, 
althoutrh so grea!,. for the Church. He 
11uftered because lie loved. His sufferings 
were un•peakabl•; who can enter into them? 
-Our afflictions light when compared with 
His. His love greater than His sufferings. 
Piece Paul el\"ainst Christ and say He died 
for him. He was a williDI\" sacrifice and 
-offerinJ?;, and victorious in death, yea, the 
Conqueror of death. 3. Knowledge desired. 
It b a heart knowled11:e and ileep-rooted, 
coming from love of God in the soul. It is 
the wurk of the Spirit taking root down
ward and hearing fruit upward. A koow
led11:e of ourselves and knowledge of Christ. 
It is e 8aving knowledge, deep knowledge, 
seperatiog knowledge, encouraging know
ledtre. It is a rich knowledge to know a 
Sa~iour, a free knowledge, humiliating 
knowledge, not mock knowledge, craving 
-kno1..Jedge, and groaning knowledge. The 
apostle knew it by loving power and forgive
nei;s of sins. Manifest koowledge, the very 
~t l,.nowleage, none like it, uniting know
ledge, uniting man to Christ. Mr. W. 
Win lers preached in the evening a very 
experimental and stirring discourse, which 
all wuo beard enjoyed. About 150 eat down 
to tea in the scuoolroom. Mr. Parnell and 
friends were cheered to see so large a gather
ing. Tbe collections were up to expecta
tions.-W. 

POULNER, NEAR RINGWOOD.
The oonual gathering of friends look place 
-00 Good Friday. At five o'clock about 100 
parlook of a well-provided tea. At the 
public meeting the pastor, G. Diffey, pre
sided. Af1er singing and prayer, the pastor 
gave out some thouguts on the sufferings of 
Christ, and the great love that caused God 
-to give up His well-beloved Son to die to 
,;ave His people from their sins. We were 
led in tLougbt to the hill of Calvary. The 
~hildren from the Sunday-school sang Epecial 
hymns during the evening, and Miss Horne 

also pang. .A ddree,es were given by several 
brethren on Oospfl •u hject•. A pleaslng 
and (we trusti profitable evening wes •pent 
and all that wa• spoken we l1ope wlll b~ 
remembered In days to ccme, and bring 
honour to God's dear Son.-E. D. 

BOW.-On Good Friday we had a good 
day at Mount Zion, the Lord's pre,ence was 
realised; we found It good to be there. 
Devotional service commenced In the after
noon al 2.30; abuut twelve brethren poured 
out their hearts unto the Lord. It was a 
God - glorifying opportunity. Tea was 
served, end then the evening service com
menced hv brother Henry Lee giving out, 
"Corne, Thou Fount of every blessing." 
Brethren Hitchcock, Boxham, Coll:, and 
James Lee •pake as they were moved by the 
Spirit. W. H. Lee, the pastor, s&id be had 
faith to believe that the Lord would answer 
the rrquests they hnd been pleading for at 
the throne of grace. The happy occasion 
closed by slogin11;," Praise God, from whom 
all blessings ftow."-ALFRBD FRA:NCIS. 

BRIGHTON.-The friends at Ebenezer 
were greatly encoureged on Good Friday by 
the attendance of a large num her of folk from 
various parts. The work of the Holy Spirit, 
the love of Christ and Bible truths were 
contended for to the profit of meny by 
Messrs. Dallimore, Greenyer, and Turner. 
The pastor presided, and in a solemn frame of 
mind bid bi~ audience listen to the Saviour's 
words to His disciples, " But ye see Me," and 
briefly referred to the history and sufferings 
of Christ, which showed forth the complexity 
of the divine and human. It was felt lo he 
a E&cred season, and a good dey nt EbeneZP.r, 
Richmond-street. The service was brought 
to a close by singing 

" Hark! the voice of love and mercy 
Sound• 1Llond from Calvary." 

WEST MILL, HERTB.-On Thursday, 
April 22nd, Mr. Margerum, ot London, 
preached a sermon to a good and an appreci
ating congregstion, in the large room, where 
Mr. Charles Jackson u&ually endeavours to 
exalt a precious Christ on Thursda.v eveoings. 
Some felt it good to he there. Praise God, 
from whom all ble-'!Biogs flow.-A. J. M. 

HADLOW, KENT. - Anniversary on 
May 4th. Mr. W. Wintera preached in the 
morning, and Mr. G. W. Shepherd afternoon 
and evening. The weather was beautiful, 
and the rays of the Sun of Righteousness 
warmed the hearts of the people. Friends 
received a hearty welcome from good Brother 
Benfield. WeweregladtbatBrethreo G. W. 
Thomas, Crowburst; a friend from Sutton
at-Hone; the brethren Beecher (senior ~nd 
junior), and others from the surrounding 
villages were present. The cause here has 
seen many changes, hut they have not 
changed as regards the verities of the Gospel, 
end we hope they never will.-A KB:tiT 
BIRD. 
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CAMDEN' TOWN'.-One of the happiest 
8eason• It he• been our prlvllep:e to enjoy of 
late wa• et the Avenue chapel, Greet Colleire
etreet, on Easter Monday. lmmedletely we 
entered the quletly-eltuoted sanctuary, a 
nveet, sacred, and solemn feeling took 
possession of our heart, and we felt we were 
In our own company. The hymns were old
fasbloned; the tune• were also old-faebioned, 
and the slnglnJP; wa• In the old-fashioned 
style; It was hearty and full, youn11; end old 
uniting In one harmonious strain in the 
service of prel,e. The sermon In the after
noon was the old-faehloned Oo•pel, to old
fashioned sinners, preached by Mr. Winters. 
The needful and refreshing meal WBB enjoyed 
by a large company. The evening meeting 
was commenced In the usual ·way; Mr. 
Burbridge, the pastor, presided, and, after 
reeding by .Mr. Howard, and prayer by Mr. 
W. Beddow, Mr. Bennett spoke on spiritual 
Ille and contrasted the old life with the new 
life'· the old life, be remarked, was at best but 
a miserable one, being nought but sin; it 
might be refined or vulgar, it was but sin 
and death at beet; but when born again the 
language of the child of God was " the life 
which I now live in the flesh, I live by the 
faith of the Son of God." Mr. Henry Hall, 
of Clapham, dwelt on the doctrine of the 
resurrection, which be said was the most 
important climax of every subject. Christ 
answered every type, and hy His one offering 
put awRy sin, and by Hi• resurrection we 
have the perfection of His wol'k•. Mr. 
Warren @poke from the words, "He that 
built all things ia God.'' God, said the 
speaker, was a wise builder; every stone 'I_VBS 
a living stone, fitted and Eq_uared by Him; 
Be took each one out ol the quarry of 
nature, and fitted it to the niche prepared 
for it. His people were holy, they must be 
so, they could not be in the building without 
they were; there was no corruption In the 
Head, and no corruption could be in the 
bo,ly. Mr. Winters followed, and said be 
desired to thank God that He bad celled 
many out of nature's darkness into life. 
Life and death were reelitiee. The wages 
of sin was death, end no Christian could live 
on that; spiritual life was Christ in tbe soul 
the hope of glory; tbe soul was Immortal and 
life was eternal. Mr. Burbridite thanked 
the ministers and numerous friends for their 
presence and help on the happy occasion, 
and we take tbi~ opportunity of thanking 
our Brother Burbridge for the very beauti
fully-worded letter of sympathy which, a 
short time sinee, be sent us.-JoBN W. 
BANKS. 

EPPING.-The 22nd annivenary was 
held on Good Friday. Two sermons were 
preached by Mr. H. O. Maycock. The 
morning discourse was full of encoura11:e
ment to the saints of God, as our b1·otber 
was enabled to set forth the stablllty and 
security of the Church on the grounds ol 
God'• promh1e "she shall not be moved." 
In the nf1ern~on the speaker was well sus
tained with the Master's presence, as he 
appeared like II bottle wantin~ vent. He 

e11horted the Church to hold fa•t the Worr! of 
Ood In it• preeept•, doctrine•, and promises. 
The friend• afterwards a.••emblert in the 
British School, and were refreshed with •n 
excellent tea. In the evening a puhlic 
meeting was held, Mr. W. Kemp•ton in the 
choir; he congratulated the friends on the 
peaceful and happy history of the Chureh. 
The presence and opening ,peech of the 
chairman gave consi<lerable sari,faction and 
pleasure, as he i• a well-known and large
hearted benefactor to the poor and the 
Churehes of Chrl,t. We pray that the God 
of Israel may be pleased to spare hi, life for 
many years, end bless him in hasket and in 
store, so tbet bis sphere of usefulne•• may he 
conspicuous in exhihitin!? the spirit of his 
Lord and Master. The following brethren 
addressed the meetinir: Messr,. Oakey, 
Senders, Wright, end- Pardoe. Mr. May
cock moved a vote of th~nks to Mr. Wright 
for the use of the schoolroom. We were 
pleased to see so numerous a gathering to 
cheer tbe hearts of our dear brother Cottis 
end bis highly-respected family. - O:n 
SAVED BY GRACE. 

SHOULDHAM STREEf.-Tbe seventh 
anniversary of the opening of this cause of 
truth was held on Sunday and Tuesday, ){ay 
91b and lltb. On the Sundav sermons were 
preached by Messrs. Reynolds, Warren, and 
W. J. Stylee. Mr. Winters preached on 
Tuesday afternoon, and right through the 
discourse the preacher kept to the text, 
graphically and solemnly describing the 
cross of Christ, and condemning the carica
ture material cross wbicb many poor deluded 
creatures su~pend from their necks. Tbe 
schooling that tbe child of God bad to undergo 
before he could say, "Salvation is of the 
Lord," was great, and the "power of God" 
working in the hearts of His people by tbe 
l'loly Ghost, formed the ground-work of the 
sermon, which influenced tbe bearers to 
adore and magnify the great Redeemer. In 
tbe evening Mr. Warren occupied the chair, 
and was supported by Brothers Harris, 
Bardens, Styles, Squirrel, Reynolds, Beasley, 
Preston Davis, end others. Christ as tbe 
Word, the lovingkindness of tbe Lord, the 
rest that remaineth for tbe people of God, and 
the power of the Holy Ghost working by tbe 
ministers of Ood, were the subjects spoken 
of. Mr. Harris, senior deacon, was glad to 
say they were out of debt. During the seven 
years they bad speut about £1,500 on the 
place. Their expenses were heavy, and 
their congregations were not what they 
could wish, but their hope was in the Lord, 
and they hod faith to believe He would work 
through the ministry of His servant, in His 
own good time, to the edification, building up, 
and calling in His own cbo:sen ones. Tbe 
attendance was good, the presence of the 
Lord was realised, and tbe :service closed by 
singlnir, 

•· When Chri~tian friends together meet, 
How loth they are lo part." 

J. W. B. 
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LEWIBHAM.-The Church, under the 
putorel cere of brother W. Het:elton, wor-
11hippiog lo the oeei little •eoctuen·, Clereo
doo-roed, Colll't!'e-perk, is, we delight to 
~rd, io e growing end peaceful slete. 
Mr. Hell, end the other deecoos end 
officiels, with heerts warm through 
love to Christ and Ris cause, work 
on uoitedly with the pestor for the good of 
the ceuse. We heerd 1omethiog about 
lengthening cords; God grant it, for Hie 
name sake. On the occasion of the twelfth 
aouiversery, Tuesday, May 18, the chapel 
was full io the efteroooo to bear Mr. 3. 
Huelroo, the uncle of the pastor, who de
livered a Christ-exalting sermon from the 
words, " He was made flesh, Rod dwelt 
amoogu•." lo the evening Mr. C. Wilson, 
of Doniel-sq., presided, aod geve expression 
to kindly Chri•tiao feeling• towards the cause 
and the pastor, end hoped that the Church, 
coogregatioo.deacoos, and pastor would work 
on harmoniously together for the glory of God. 
Each bad a responsibility, and be hoped they 
would have grace given them to discharge it 
with discretion. Mr. Sawyer otfered prayer. 
Mr. Winters poured out floods of eloquence 
on the mercy of God. Mr. 3oho Box gave 
an experimental discourse on the" cry ot the 
poor and needy." Mr. Re[oolds followed 
on the rich gifts the King o kings bestows 
on His people in sending them pastors, 
evan1telists, and teachers; and of the need of 
the spirit of prayer, by the Church, for God's 
blessin11: on them. Mr. Bush came before 
them as a poor and needy sinner; be de
lighted in the promises and invita1ioos of the 
Gospel, given ton• in God's precious_ Word; 
but many, in the present day, lost sight of 
the fact, that they were given to character. 
When He said," Ho, everyone that thirstetb," 
it was to rhose who bad nothing to buy with! 
It is the Holy Spirit that works in the heart 
of a poor sinner, and makPS him feel His 
need. The Gospel suits me to-day because l 
feel more need of it tbao ever I did. "Be
hold what manner of Jove! " It must 
bave' been sovereign love that came to us, it 
was so soverei~ that it sought me wander
ing from him ; I then hated what l now 
love· and why do I love Hho now? because 
Be 'first loved me. The love of God is not 
only ~overeign, but it is everlBBtiog. I feel 
I must love my Lord, because He says," I 
bave blotted out, as a thick cloud, all tby 
trans!?"essioos." Mr. Shepherd traced Christ 
from the manger to tbe cross. Mr. M ilcllell 
feeliol!IY told forth the matchle .. mercy and 
Jove of God, in the salvation of ,iuoers, as 
displayed toward the dying thief, aod said 
we ought 10 be careful, lest we slJould set up 
a stan~ard; God can work instaotaneou,ly 
if He wiU. Mr. W. Hezelloo ruaoked 
chairman, mioi,ters, and friends for t!Jeir 
presence and help. A velJicle full of frie_ods 
was driven in from EltlJam by Mr. 1Sm1tlJ, 
some friends from Providence, hliugluD, 
Mour,t Zion, CLadwell-street, Mr. Kenn•rd 
(of Devtford), ar,d others we noticed we1e 
among the congregation. On the p•evioua 
ISur,doy, s,,1 mur,s were preaclJed l>y Me,srs. 
W. Hazelton, aod W. Wioters.-J. W. B. 

SOHO.-Tbe elneoth BDDURI meetlnp; of 
the Soho Di•trlct Visiting and Sick Rellei 
Society was lteld in the Albert Room•, Whlt
fteld-etreet, Tottenham-court-road, on Wed
ueeday1 May 6th, under the pre•lrlency of 
Mr. Jonn Box, pastor. The printed annual 
report, which takes In the work of the tract 
dlstl'ibut ion end open-air senices, Is cooclae 
and comprehensive, and tells of much work 
done in each branch of tbe11e nuxlllnrles to the 
regu Jar service~ of the Church ; ond it is, no 
doubt, a ~ource of great comfort to, a 
stren11 then log of the bands of, the pnstor to 
be surrounded by such a noble army of 
young men and women working in and 
around the neighbourhood of the chapel for 
the ~ood ~f souls, and the honour and elory 
of God. The report tells us of (1) the 
labours of the tract dlstrlilutors, who do all 
they can by conversation to impress the 
important matter of life, death, and eternity. 
One tract distributor says: "I am pleased 
with the way in whic!J the tracts are received 
and trust they may prove the means of 
bringing many to a knowledge of the truth." 
(2) lo the v i•iletioo and relief of the sick 
is another branch, of which the committee 
give a good report. Twenty-seven casea 
have been relieved, and the sum of £12 &. 
has been disb11rsed to them, and a large 
number of casea have been visited besided· 
and the visitors express the pleasure an 
profit arising from auch a labour. During 
the year 72 tickets have been distributed 
entitling each one to a good repast, con
•i•ting of soup, ment, etc. On the third 
braucb of the society's work the report 
speaks of is the open-air services, which hu 
come into existence during the past year, 
and which is an example worthy of imita
tion. After m ucb prayer aod carefu I con
sideration, on the 4th of October, 1885, a 
band of seven young men went for1h and 
took up a po.itioo near the chapel for half 
an bour before the Sunday evening service, 
and ofrtimes at the conclusion some have 
followed them into the re11:11lar evening ser
vice. The report is exceedio,zly encouraging, 
and every branch of the werk is carried out 
in a manner becoming the followers of 
Christ. The meeticg on this occasion was 
addressed by Messrs. 8baw, Winters, Grew, 
and Herring. The officers of the •ociety for 
the coming year are :-President-Mr. 3ohn 
Box (Pastor). Treasurer-Mr. I. Foster. 
Tract Secretary-Mr. J. E. Flegg, juor. 
Committee-The deacons of the ChurctJ, 631 
officio. Visitors, Tract Distributors, etc.
M e••re. Bartle rt, Collin•, Edgiog100, B. 
Flegg, Godley, Palmer. Russell, R, Russell, 
and Simpson; Mr•. Godley, Mrs. Hammett, 
Mrs. Howell, Mrs. Knottley, Mrs. H.\\ hlte, 
M iE•es Baldock, Griffiths, Hartshorn, :Mlt· 
cbell, Oakey, C. Peckman, L. PaC"kmao, 
Phillips, Rubin•on, and Serie. Col11c1ors
Miss Arlid11e, Mi>• Baker, Miss L. PaC"kmao, 
and Mr. Ru•eeJI. Edwin,/. W.WLite,Hon. 
!Sec., 25, Cbarlotte-st reet, Portland- place, W. 
The income and expenditure for the past year 
was £26 17s.-J. W. B. 
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BIOG LESW ADE.-Our ■nolver•ary at 
providence was held on Good Friday (so
ealled), when three ncellent sermon• were 
preacher!, those In the morning and after
noon by Mr. F. a. BurRe••• or Chelm,ford, 
and 1hat In the evening by Mr. Thoma, 
Wlll•on, or Cambridge, who very klnrlly 
1uhstlluled for hi• cou,ln, Mr. William 
wm,oo, or Shelford, Bed•, who wa• pre
vented from lulfllllng hie engagem•ot 
through lllneu. The very good and able 
discourse• wore based In the morning from 
Oen. 11x11II. 20, "And Re bles••d him there:" 
In the ar1erooon from Isa. lxi!. 4, " Thou 
,halt no more be termed forsekeo, neither 
,hall thy land any more be termed desolate, 
but thou sbalt be called Hephzlhah, and thy 
)and Beulah, for the Lord deligbte.tb in thee, 
and thy land shall be married ; " and In the 
evening from John 11v., lBBt clause of ver. 5, 
11 For without me ye can do nothing.'' Tbe 
weather was all th9.t was desirable, The 
attendance at the services was u;ood, and a 
goodly 11umber sat down to tea. May the 
Lord abundantly ble8!1 the seed sown, and 
cause sign• and wonders to follow the 
preaching of the name of Jesus. So prays 
E. s. KING, Deacon. 

NORTHAMPTON. - What a ble,siog 
that in this borough, where infidelity is so 
strong, the glorious truths of the Oo•pel are 
preached. Our good brother Walker has 
been labouring here for more than five years. 
The Lord ha.• bleS!led the Word, and be lives 
in the aifeclions of the people. Mr. Hull, 
the superintendent of the school, and lhe 
other deacons, are of one mind. May the 
Holy Spirit work mightily in this dork 
corner/ and bless with restoration to heahb 
the hep-meet or pastor Walker. On Sun
dayz_May 0th.,_!bree sermons were preached 
by .Mr. W. winter•, of Waltham Abbey. 
It was a good time fort he people, says- A 
LITTLE ONE. 

BORO' GREEN, KENT.-Oood Friday, 
the third anniversary to commemorate the 
recognition of brother Thomas to the 
psstorate; Mr. Sears preached a good sermon 
on the good old subject, the Crucified One; 
a capital tea ·was served to I\ large number 
of friends; much praise is due to the ladies 
for the arrangements. Public meeting in 
evening; brother E. Beecher spoke on the 
Christian sword; brother Patterson, Cbri,tian 
cross; brother Dalton, Christian shield ; 
brother Sears, Christian's crown. Pastor 
Thomas occupied the chair; a really profit· 
able and refreshing meeting; p~ace and 
prosperity crowns their efforts; God grant a 
continuance.-F. P. P. 

couched In well-ch084!D 1entence•, and told of 
mueh good being done during the pa•t year, 
Blonkel•, bread. grocerieo, coal, ete., hod been 
<li•lrihuted, and many needy ca•e• bad re
ceived help. Ao auxiliary to the above, called 
the Malernity Society, had prove,! e:rceed
ini;i:ly u•eful. Large numbers of the Silent 
M,a8Bnger had been circulated, and many 
interesting circum•tanc•s had been recorded 
hy those who have made personal villitations. 
The committee were greally encoura11ed by 
the presence of many friends and a good col
lection to help them in commencing another 
year'• labour.-A FBEBLE O!IE. 

PRESENTATION OF' TESTIMONIAL 
AT GAINSBORO'. 

Mr. W. Rowton, Parker, having resi~ed 
bis pastorate at Gainsboro', preached bi• fare
well sermons on Sunday, April 25, bis last 
discouroe beinll,' from Acts xx. 32. 

In token of esteem tee Church and con
gregation have presented him with a testi
monial, of which we give a copy as follows: 

To Mr. W. Rowton Parker. 
DEAR 81 R,-W e, the deacon•, officer,, mem
bers, and friends of the Baptist Church, 
Spring-gardens, Gainsboro', desire to expre!lll 
our sincere rel{ard and esteem for you as a 
personal friend, but especially as a true and 
faithful minister of the ever blessed Gospel of 
the grace of God. 

We own with thankfulness the profit 
which we have derived-under God-from 
your ministrations of divine truth, and most 
deeply do we rel!Tet the circumstances which 
(not from any fault of your own) bas made 
it necessary for you to remove from our 
midst. 

We sincerely hope and pray that our 
covenant Lord may l{l'acionsly guide your 
future steps, and that His richest and choicest 
blessing may ever rest upon you and your 
labours wherever your lot may be cast, and 
that through your instrumentality many 
precious souls may be woo for Christ, and 
be the crown of your rejoicing in the day 
ofthe Lord. 

Signed on behalf of the Church and 
congrerzstion, 

FRANK B. BROCK l . 
DANIEL DouGLAS Secretaries. 

ROBERT NAYLOR } 
WILLAM FRow Deacona 
RICHARD RoBSO!< 

Mr. Parker's addre8!1 will still be (for the 
present) Lea-road, Gainsboro'. 

NEW CROSB.-Tbe 18th anniversary of 
the Tract and Benevolent Society connected 
with Zion, New Cross-road, was held on 
Wedne,day, April-21. Tea was served In the 
Bchool-room, and public meeting was heJ.I in 
the chape I, under the presidency of Mr. J. S. 
Anderson, who read a eultable chapter from 
God's Word and offered prayer. The report, 
read by Mr. }I. London, tlle secretary, was 

LEE.-The thirty-fourth anniversary of 
Ibis cause of truth was held on Thursday, 
:May 13, Mr. George Shepherd preached in 
the afternoon, graphically and eloquently 
pourtrayiog the divinity and humanity of 
Christ. In the evening the meetinjl" was 
opened by the chairman rea<ling Psalm. 
lxxxix., and Mr. Dalton offered prayer. 
::<lr N. Barnaby, K.C.B., spoke of bis 
attachment to the ministry and mis,iona~y 
spirit ol the Baptist Church and ol his long 
acquaintance w,tb them. Mr. Coµeland 
gave a good Gospel discourse from the words, 
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"The house of the rlghll'ous ,hRII •land.'' 
The house I• the Church ; Chrl•t Is pre
emioeo1h· the righteous one, Rnd when every 
elect ve••el of mercy I• CAiied home, " He 
shell •ee of the trevRII of H Is •ou I end be 
watt,IINI." Mr. W. Hnelton •poke •olemnly, 
yet ,.-ith ,e,•our, on 1he precious blood of 
Chris1. Peter we• verv fond of the word 
precious; the blood of Christ is precious as 
an atonement for •in; it is preciou, a• an 
healing balm, it I• preciou, as a barrier 
ogainst l"Men; it Is precious as an all-pre
vailing plea before the Father's throne, where 
our gree1 Intercessor is gone. Mr. Box, on 
the Church of God, said its aspect is beauti
fully •et forth in the pe•torel office by those 
who io•trumeo1elly lead the sheep into the 
green pasture. Mr. Re~·nolds end Mr. G. 
W. Thomes gave expressions to some very 
110lemn and sacred truths in regard to the 
people of God. The speakers were all young 
men, which augurs well for the future of the 
Strict Baptist denomination, and we thought 
that Mr. Dexter and bis frienda did well in 
having such a noble army of younp; men
amhas,;edors for the truth-on their platform. 
We were it led to find our friend Dexter better, 
end prey the Lord to sustain him for many 
years in His eervice. Messrs. Mote. Whit
taker, end othere entertained visi1ors from 
other causes in a Christian and courteous 
spirlt.-J. W. B. 

BRTGHTON.-On May 11 the eighth 
anniverearv •ervices were held at Mighell
street chapel. In the afternoon Mr. Box, 
of Soho, preached an able sermon. In the 
evening a public meeti11g was hel~. The 
chair was tBkeo by Pes10r G. Virgo, of 
Wivedield ( a good lriend ro the cause here, 
and one of its founders). :Mr. Cur implored 
a divine bl-ieg. Mr. G. Virgo, jun., read 
the annual report, which iuformed us that 
God's blessing had accompanied the word, 
the con11:regations had increased, and that 
the Sabbath-school, Dorcas Sodety, Tract 
Society, Band of Hope, and other institutions 
bad been well sustained. Towards the end 
of the report mention WR§ made of a fund 
recent]\, started, called the" Boxall Memo
rial School and Buildin11: Fund, the first and 
primary object of which is to purchase the 
i;-round of chapel and intended schools, now 
bel• on leas~ with a purr.basing clause for 
£425 which amount it is very desirable 
should be immediately raised. The com
miuee have secured promisell for £150, which 
gives a start, and 1rust t~at God will move 
tbe hearts of His people that have means to 
help them in tbi• matter, The work i.s 
growing and tbe schools are need~, and rent 
iii rtquired for the ground, which time must, 

RA R W JC H .-BAPTI8M:e.-On April 
25, 18M, by Mr. J. Cowell, pastor, one sieter 
( a Swiss lady), end nne brother ( n German 
,rentleman ), both added to the Church. " I 
will bring My sons from afar, and My 
daugbtere from the ends of lbe earth." 

AN ACROSTIC. 
C RRT~TIAN warrior, cea~e tbe etrifc\ 
H ecd Hi• call who gRVe th"" life; 
A ll t by ronflict.e now ato o'er, 
R est on heaven's eternal ehore. 
L ong thou didst the burdoo bear, 
E ntcr now tboee regions fair, 
S Ing His prnloc who brought thee there. 
W e who follow call to mind, 
A II thy gift• of soul and mind: 
T hank the Church'• glorious Head, 
E nry girt by Him Is ohed. 
R ender praise to Him alone, 
S ing the Lamb upon the throne. 
B e our comfort that we know, 
A JI we ask He will bestow; 
N ought we need will He wltbold, 
K log of saints, who bpt of old, 
S ate HL! llock within His fold, T. J. 

HE RESTETH FROM HIS LABOURS. 
Line, on tM late 0. W. Banks,:wrieten by a blind man. 
Y~s, d()ar brother Banke bae gone to hie rest, 
W1tb tbe ransomed above bis soul is now blest: 
W c hie face shall see not and hie voice bear oo 

more, 
He is landed In peace on the beanti!ul shore. 
Far from this vain world, the regions of night 
His spirit is gone, his soul took Its lllght, • 
To the mansions above, prepared bim of old, 
The joy be poesesses we canoot nofold, 
Ou life's troubled ocean, tor many long years, 
He toiled amld•t storm•, amidst tempests and 

fears; 
But though enemies oft hi• frail bark did assail, 
The Lord still npheld him, they could not pre

vail. 
While on earth be delighted lo preaching the 

Word, . 
Bot now he's gone home to ohtain his reward; 
Exalted on bigb, new pleasures _he's fonnd, 
Once bearing the cross, now wearing t!::te crown. 
Hie journey is ended, bte work is now done, 
The conflict is o'er and the victory won i [pain, 
Releas<:d from his labour, from toil and from 
Him to live was then Christ, to die was bis gain 
Tbourb In the cold grave his body now lies, 
It soon shall ascend in ti,e great day of assize; 
When the trumpet shall sound, and the graves 

will rtstore 
The dead, which so long they contained hefore. 
Tllen sleep on, dear brother, sweet be thy repose, 
Secure from all harm, and tree from a.ll toes, 
Till tby Saviour ohall come and bid thee arise, 
To meet Him up yonder with wondering eyes. 
Then haste happ:, hour, tb&t celestial day. 
Wh:ch shall call us far beocto and bear us away; 
Wilen again we ahall meet, where parting'• no 

more, 
And join blm In song on yon beaatlful shore. 

H. T. SICKEL, 

@nr lombstonu. 
ii i,ot secured, take out of our hands." 
Sub>criptious towards this fund will be 
thankfully received and acknowledged by 
tbe treasurers, Mr. Virgo, sen., 31, Upper 
Rock-garclens, and Mr. F. Hoare, 23, 
Migbell-street, Brighton. Messn, Master
eon, BoK, Turner, and (?ooper followed tbe 
reading of the report with short addresses. 
The meeting, which wu well ellended, 
terminated in tlie 111ual way.-T. COOPl!:11. 

On Ma.y 4, Eliza Saundera,of Monument-road, 
Birmingham, aged 69 years. 

llirtb•· 
Yay •, tbe wife ot'i:bcnczer Tickner, or Stoke 

Newiogton, of a t1on. 
On May 9, the wife of Shipley Slipper, of & 

daughter. 



ichl QBbitorinl trrnngements. 
SPEOIAL NOTES. 

"Gori moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform." 

IT will not, we presume, take our reader!'! much by surprise when we 
announce our present position in connection with the EARTHEN 

VESSEL. With the ready help of the proprietor of this Magazine, Mr. 
John Waters Banks, we have virtually undertaken th~ responsibility of 
conducting it from the present time, but which will actually and more 
effectually take place at the be~ianing of the year 1887, should our life 
and health be preserved. The EARTHEN VESSEL and the Gospel Herald 
will, then, we rejoice to say, become amalgamated by the conjoint wish 
and determination of the two proprietors-namel.Y, Mr. J. W. Banks 
and the Metropolitan Association or Strict Baptist Churches. 

At the present time there is no real need for the existence of two 
distinct Magazines each representing the sa::ne nnited body of Strict 
.Baptists, since they are in reality running on exactly parallel lines with 
regard to lhe subject-matter of Church new~, and hence are little more 
than duplicates of each other. We firmly believe, by the blessing of 
Almi,:(hty God, that when the amalgamation of the two is permanently 
settled and both ere consolidated into one organ of troth, that the nnity 
of the Ministers and Churches will be materially strengthened, and love 
and peace will abound. To this end our best efforts under God shall 
not be wanting. Itis well known we have laboured hard for i:.he success 
of the EARTHEN VESSEL during the last twenty-five years, as also for 
the Gospel Herald, but never did we anticipate with any degree of cer
tainty until quite recently the happy marriage of the two Magazines. 
We may have occasion to say more on the subject as the year advances, 
but until the union of the 1\Iagazines is thoroughly completed, may the 
Lord bless them both abundantly in the spreading of the glorious Gospel 
of our precious Saviour to the far ends of the earth. 

The little half-penny Cheering Words, which is quite separate from 
the two former monthlies as regards proprietorship, we commenced to 
edit in Jone last, and shell endeavour to devote its pages to the use of 
~he Sunday-schools of our beloved Denomination. Our work at this 
Juncture is exceedingly heavy, being qnite equal to that of four persons; 
but hitherto the Lord hath helped us, and as He has laid the work upon 
us, we rest in the full belief that He will supply us with strength and 
wisdom to do it. Thus, with Rozzel, we sing:-

" Strengthened by bread of heavenly make, 
We rise refreshed, and courage take; 

Pursue our course, though rough the way, 
And press towards the realms of day." 

All communications for the EARTHEN VESSEL (excepting advertise-
ments) should be sent direct to the Editor, W. WINTEHS. 

Churchyard, Waltham Abbey, Essex, June 22nd, 1886. 

VoL, XLII. JULY, 1886. 0 
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JERUSALEM REMEMBERED AND LOVED. 
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE T,ATE MR. GEORGE ABRAHAMS 

MARCH 14, 1847. ' 

"If I fo)f:ct thee, 0 Jera8Rlcm, let my right hand forget her cunning. If r 
do not remember thee, let my tongue clee,ve to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer 
not Jeruee,lem above my chief joy."-Ps11. cxxxvii. 5, 6. 

I RA VE again to refer yon, for a few moments, to this blessed subject 
that the richest mine of gold that is known was discovered by ~ 

storm. There is gold that belongs to God's dear children that will bear 
t.rial, and God bath determined to try it; for Peter declares, after 
blessing God our Father, who hath abundantly showed His mercy to us 
"hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesn~ 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for yon, who are kept by 
the power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in 
the last time." Then follows, "Wherein ye greatly rejoice, thou ah 
now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found 
unto praise, and honour, and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.'' 
The Lord Jesus Christ appears now and then to His dear people, He 
now and then condescends to walk with you a few steps. Ah! say yon, 
it is a long time since that. But did He ever walk with yon at all? 
If He did, it is certain grace. I like to find a faith that has been tried. 
What do yon think of it, poor son!? did not the devil tell yon, ye 
virgins of Zion, that Babylon shall be your burying-ground? hath he 
not said, "I am the king of the earth, I stand alone?" But the Lord 
says, I will turn again the captivity of Zion; then shall your mouth be 
filled with laughing, and your lips with rejoicing: then shall you tune 
your harps, or rather, He will tune them for yon, and yon shall sing 
the song of Zion; then shall yon say, It is like a dream, my trouble is 
gone, the s11n shines, and I can see the celestial mountain, and smell 
the sweet fragrance; "and yet a little while, and He that shall come, 
will come, and will not tarry.'' It is then truly we count all things 
in this world loss. This world is Babylo11, all confusion: but Christ 
sayB, "Be of good cheer, for I have overcome the monster, and you 
shall overcome in Me, and through Me." It is God's holy will and 
purpose to make Ris people know what they are. A professor that has 
not this in-and-out, and up-and-down work, does not know what is the 
matter with him; let everything stand on its own footing, as a man 
once said. Christian, if you get lazy,you will get lousy. Don't quarrel 
with my expres1,ions, said the man, laziness is sin, and worketh sin. 
When it pleases God to make me speak out boldly, I am obliged to do 
so. I tell yon again, that Moab represents every hypocrite in Zion, for 
God said that he was not emptied from His lees, but that He would do 
with Ephraim as a man does with a dish, turning it upside down. Bot 
who draws so sweetly, out of a blessed Christ, as a soul that comes to 
Him hungry and wants a supply? A child of God, in the trial of faith 
by the rivers of Babylon, whose harps are all in discord, wants some
thing of that dealing, which I call tender and affectionate; for when 
God deals with tbese dear souls, and causes them to hear His voice, He 
Epeaks to them in this language: "Ye have forgotton the exhortation, 
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that speaketh nnto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the 
chastening of the Lord, nor faint not when thou art rebuked of Him, 
for whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and sconrgeth every son 
whom He receiveth: bat if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are 
partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons." 

Now, then, find fault with the language of the Holy Ghost. That 
professor, who is without chastisement, is at once set down for a 
bastard, and what worse can yon have? I was led to my text all in a 
moment, as I got up the word came; and you, dear children of God, 
know what I mean, when the word of the Lord comes behind you, and 
you keep looking at it; but sometimes there are words spoken unto as 
that we know not what to make of it, bat this word came to me: "If I 
foraet thee, 0 Jerusalem;· If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem." Bless the 
Lo;d, I said, I can say with Peter, '' Lord, Thon knowest all things, 
Thou knowest that I love Thee." Now, I thongbt to myself, the poor, 
the weak, the weather-beaten, the destitnte, what a comfort yon can 
appeal to the Lord in the same way. What, not to think of Jernsalem? 
in my soul's desires it is impossible not to remember her, when I am 
before the Most High God; yet if I have anything in this world of joy, 
J ernsalem is above all; and the child of God wonld sooner lose all that 
is joyous in this world than lose it. Here I would abide, and here I 
would desire to look to the Lord for a blessing. 

I will now endeavour to open the words in the following order:-
1. The person speaking in my text, "If I forget thee." 2. The object 
of his affection," If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem." 3. What we may 
understand by the solemn thing if be does what the right band means. 
4. What we nnderstand by his tongue. 5. The comparison that is in 
my text. What a comparison! It is something like the Psalm I read, 
which if you were all here yon would have beard; and once more, dear 
brethren, it is an awful thing that it should be said yon do not come to 
worship God, but to bear a man preach. Bot we do come to worship 
God as well as to hear Christ exalted. ··Well, in that Psalm is another 
such a comparison. If I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy. 
There is something so great about the expression, "my chief joy," in 
the Psalm we read. We have this, •• Whom have I in heaven bat Thee·? 
and there is none upon earth I desire beside Thee." There are some 
things we desire, and lawfully desire, but the Christ of God is He that 
is set in the affection of a child of God, that they can say, "Whom 
have I in heaven bat Thee?" I have in the first place to show the 
person speaking in my text, and I must speak of several things con
cerning him. First, I believe the person speaking was one of the chief 
singers appointed by God to sing in the temple worship; for you read 
thus in 1 Chron. xv. 16: "And David spake to the chief of the Levites 
to appoint their brethren to be the singers, with instrnments of music, 
~salterie1:1, and harps, and symbols sounding, by lifting np the voice with 
Joy." So these Levites were carried to Babylon, and their harps they 
took with them. Why were they thus carried captive? Because the 
country was filled with wickedness, and God's long-sufferings had come 
!o an end, and He intended to destroy their pride, a~d He carried them 
into captivity and the dear souls declare, "By the rivers of Babylon we 
sat ~own and wept when we remembered Zion. ~or th~re they that 
carried us away captive required of us a song, saymg, S1ng us one of 
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the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the Lord's song in I\ strange 
land?" Thns yon see that the character speRking in my text was a 
prophet? Was it A~aph? He was a prophet, bnt every Levite was a 
typical character. First, then, these Levites, beinff ordained of God 
to lead the worship in the temple, were not only typical of God's people 
who 1,ing, making melody in their hearle to God; but I believe they 
were also typical of Lhe ministers of Christ. I believe tbet in all they 
did they were typical of the Great High Priest of our profession. You 
say you will have some difficulty in making this figure good. I say I 
have none. The language of the text agrees with that of Isaiah, "Cen 
a woman forget her suckinl? child, that she should not have compassi(rn 
on the son of her womb? Yes, she may forget, yet will not I forget 
thee." 

Now, I believe in my soul, though I differ from those who sit down 
and write a comment, and they comment upon texts which I much 
doubt if God has opened to any man; but to me verily it is one of the 
greatest treats to find my Lord and my God before me. Now I would 
say that the text has a reference to Him who never can forget His 
people, and the whole of this portion is so applicable onto Hirn that it 
is the very life and marrow of it. If anyone asks me, bas he any part 
in the right hand, forgetting her cunning? Yes, verily. "So He 
feeds them accordingly to the intep;rity of his heart, and guided them by 
the skilfulness of His hands." Tliere is great comfort unto Zion that is 
in distress. God's children are often in distress; but if God comes into 
their heart, and lets them see that He is with His people in their 
distress to save them; for •• When thou passeth through the rivers I 
will be with thee, and through the waters they shall not overflow thee.'' 
And again, "In all their afflictions He was afflicted." Now mark! 
God's people were greatly distressed at Babylon, as God's people, their 
antitvpe, now are in soul trouble. If He says to you, "Oh, Jerusalem! 
let My right hand forget her cunning if I forget thee." As if He bad 
said, •• Let it be pot down that My right hand cannot deliver thee. If 
I remember thee not in My mediation for thee in glory, let My tongue 
cleave to the roof of My mouth." "Hard language," say you. Yoo 
read on the cross He was thin,ty, and He cried out for drink, aud they 
gave Him vinegar mingled with gall. I would say, if you have anything 
to refresh your soul without the glories of Christ, I have nothing to 
preach to yon, but if not I can proceed very well. All glory was given 
t-0 Him. He bad glory with the Father before the world was, but Zion 
was His chief delight, and therefore He cleaves onto her in sickness and 
in health. 

I know I have in my text a child of God that is brought into soul 
trouhle, and by the Levite in my text I understand a child of God that 
has been brought into the fall enjoyment of covenant love, for the 
word signifies one that is joined to the Lord; for you read in God's 
Word, "That My covenant might be with Levi." And now a little 
concerning tbis child of God, and the state the Levite was in. First, 
the soul bas a harp, and that harp was tuned with the song of the ~ost 
High God; secondly, that soul is brought into spiritual captivity; 
thirdly, the Babylonians ask him to sing and play upon that harp; bot 
it appears the poor soul bas no relish for singing the praises of the 
Most High God, but everything is dark and cold, and they cannot get 
on. 
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When the dear eonl is there, there is only one thing left. When they 
were in this condition, the children of Israel did not forget thq were 
Levites; neither can yon forget what God has dol)e for you. They did 
,not forget that God had made them possess there the sweet enjoyment 
they had at that time, say you. I could talk with any one that wanted 
to talk about the Lord Jesus Christ at that time. I could read God's 
Word with great delight. I could weep with comfort under the Word; 
but now I cannot do so. This is the trial of faith, dear friends; bot 
if I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, you tell me to be quiet; you tell me I 
might be in a beUer condition if I pray more and watch more. All 
this is trne when the Lord is with me; bot when I am in captivity, I 
-can do nothing but sigh and complain. 

But, say yon, it is not so much I.he case under the New Testament 
-dispensation. You know they say in the New Testamept there is clearer 
light. Listen, then, to one who had plenty of light to see his Lord. 
He was taken up into the third heavens, and yet listen to tbe man. 
When he is in captivity, I find he says," A law in my members warring 
against the law of my mind, bringing me into captivity to the law of 
.iJin;" and when he was in captivity, the devil might ask, Can you not 
sing now, Paul? 0 wretched man that I am, he says, who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death! Was not this a spiritual captivity? 
He was shut up in a prison by the enemy, but, if I forget thee, 0 
Jerusalem! 

There is an object which is ever seated in their affections, and they 
,mm never lose sight of it. What is it? Jeruealem; and this, which is 
the Church of the living God, the mother of n~ all, the dear child of 
Ood. In the midst of all this has His affections set n p on her. Ye that 
have escaped the sword, go a.way; stand not still; remember the Lord 
afar off, and let Jerusalem come into your mind. "And when it pleases 
God to appear unto His dear children, as they are by the river of 
Babylon, how gladly they rejoice in His name. Bot I am all in confusion., 
dear Lord. My harp is upon the will(.)ws, and I cannot play; bot there 
remaineth that which God bath created, that neither soul troubles, 
worldly troubles, sin, nor the devil, can drive it out. What is it? 
"Created anew in Christ Jeans." This will ever draw the child of 
Gqd's heart there. The greatest of all troubles makes it manifest that 
they still have it. Why cannot they forget Jerusalem? It is, say they, 
my home; it is the Land of Promise. 

"When the Jews were in great distress, and God sent them Word He 
would deliver them to ruin, this Jerusalem was still the place where the 
Son of God should appear, and upon which reason Jerusalem was still 
the city of the great King; so it was not to be forgotten. When the 
Jews heard this, do yon not think they would say, I will still look for
ward to the grace of God which shall appear, and yon know, dear child 
of God, there is life in Christ, joy in (Jhrist, and an innumerable com
pany of dear souls that He loved end gave Himself for. 

And the next is a sweet piece of experience that most of God's dear 
people understand. Yon meet with a child of God, much cast down, 
but if you tell that dear child of God, that brother so-and-so, don't yon 
~now him? Oh, yes. "Well, he is brought into blessed liberty, an~ h~ 
is so filled with the goodness of God, it would do you good to bear h1 m. 
You would say, "Bless the Lord. How glad I am, then, in the midst 
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of all this, Lhey can say, thirdly, the expression in my text: " If I forget 
thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning." "Whilt is this 
right hand 7 There i_s a great deal in a right hand, and I read of right 
bends and right eyes which we are to pluck out; but the right hand in 
my tex~ is very simple. I under:st~nd that the soul could play th~ harp 
exceedingly well, and make music m snch a sweet manner, as David did. 
I gather this from the context, " Sing us one of the songs of Zion.'' I 
nnderRtand it to be the right hand of faith, the harp that which God the 
Holy Gho~t has taught his soul. 

Now when it pleases God to make a son or daughter of Israel to have
a right hand of conning, they are able to play the instrument of God 
well. What do you mean? I read of an instrument of ten strings. These 
were spiritual things, that a child of God can play cunningly-that is 
that they are able to talk of the Lord's lovingkindness when they ar~ 
able to use the work of God in its proper place, and qnote God's Word 
in its proper place. 

It is an awfal fact how many professors there are who, when they 
begin to talk of spiritual things, what a muddle they make of it. They 
are just like a man who has an instrument to play, but he has all sorts 
of music muddled before him. But when a child of God plays he has the 
right note before him. What a consistent tale a dear child of God tells 
yon when they are brought together in confidence, and they tell you how 
God leads His people, how He brings them to see their guilt and misery, 
how He sets them free by His blood, and clothes them with His. 
righteousness. Now the dear soul that has all this is a good player upon an 
instrument. What, this man in captivity in Babylon! Why is it that 
very man who conld play npon the harp wishes himself to forget his 
cnnning if he forgets Jerusalem ? 

If, dear brethren, you are really brought into this state you say, Bless 
the Lord, I have His blessing. I would rather the work of God prosper 
in the honse of God, I would rather have all these things, and rejoice in 
them, than trust in the skilfulness of my hand; and if I remember her 
not in the trouble she is in, let my right hand forget her conning. I 
tell you what this is: the Church of the livinl? God is often in trouble; iu 
this present country she is in great trouble. Men that are worldly ~ay we
don't care anything- at all about it, others say we care for none of it, the 
sooner it is down the better; but the Lord has still some servants who 
can handle the sword well, and they say, If I forget Thee, 0 Jerusalem, 
if I do not sorrow in thy afflictions, in thy trials, thy temptations, let 
my right hand forget her conning. What it is to forget them? God's
people are snrrounded with sore trials without and within, and God's 
dear Zion is now watched like a mouse that is watched by a cat. Ah t 
says the dear child of God, I suppose they have marked yon at all 
events. I sbonld say, as the monk said, when a friend wrote to him to 
leave the place because of the plague, and he said, Supposing I do lea\"'~• 
does God's cause stand npon me?'' God's cause would still go on if 
Lother were dead, and so I say; I believe there are more of God's dear 
children in this country, and especially in London, than there is in the 
whole continent pot together. 

But to return; I make a distinction, between this remembrance and 
the tongue cleaving to the roof of his mouth. By the tongue I understand 
a dear child of God able to speak freely of the Lord Jesus. He remember• 
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Zion, he cries onto God for her, and when she iR in distresR he cleaves 
to her still, BR if he s11id, If I do not remember God's dear people let me 
be silent, nnd never able to pray for God's servant!! any more, when He 
makes them to feel this mighty power. Of this fact I have often told yon, 
and God knows I speak the truth. 

It is a very solemn thing for a servant of God to be dumb; you read 
of it in Zechariah. There is such a thing as to be silent and yon cannot 
speak. I know what it is mnny time11; before the Lord I cannot speak 
and I cannot pray, and I cannot remember myself. God is a heart
searching God, and knows it is the truth. It is but the last night that has 
gone by. I was obliged to cry out, I will not have anything to do with 
you. What do you mean ? Ask your own conscience if you have ever 
been in that spot. I think there is something very awful in the 
expression, the tongue cleaving to the roof of the mGUth. You know, 
friends, there is such a text, that the man cried out for one drop of 
water to cool his tongue; but there was a great gulf fixed, so that none 
could pass over it. 

But there is such a thing, and it is coming much faster than you 
think, that the tongue will be silenced for ever, there will be no more 
talk. I have been to hear Mr. So-and-so then all will be silent, bat the 
dear child of God, for him to forget God's people, and not to remember 
that he loveth Zion, for her will I dwell and that for ever, if I do not 
remember her, let my tongue cleave to my month. 

The next thing in my text is very simple, and that is that the Lord's 
children in this distress have a preference for one object: If I prefer 
not Jerusalem above my chief joy, I will tell yon a few things 
concerning it. There are some people that err in many things; they read 
God's book and think not, the.v sing and think not, they hear sermons 
and think not. 

How came it so? the devil will do it as long as he can. We can see 
there is nothing but death belonging to you, bat we are speaking of 
God's dear Church. It is one thing .to come for what you may hear, to 
please your fancy, and another thing to come that yon may hear if yon 
are interested in God's salvation. I believe there is nothing that will 
keep God's people from coming to the house of God. They do prefer 
Jerasalrm above their chief joy. I thought of these words, the Lord 
loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. Bless the 
Lord, I said, He does love the dwellings of Jacob, but He loveth the 
gates of Zion more, and I broke out, Dear Lord, if Thy people all come 
together as Thy people do in the gates of Zion when they are brought 
together, that there may be some work done in the name of the Lor<l, 
one poor soul to be brought to the King, another that they may be 
delivered from prison, another that they may be taught whether they 
are dead or alive. A child of God who knows God's glorious truth for 
their own soul, where God has fed them and encouraged them, it is to 
them a i?reat joy to come there again, even the youngest as well_ as the 
oldest, it' voa were to ask them as I have been told of a dear child who 
was but eleven years old and ~as dyincr, and the question was asked 

' "' h ," d several times," Would you rather die and go to Jesus than stay ere. an 
th_e child answered, again and again, " I would rather go to Jesus than stay 
Wtth you." This is the real work of God, it makes h~aven t? be more to 
US than the best of our earthly joys, all you can thmk of LB not to be 
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compe.red with the excellence of the eternal God, for when the heart ie 
set right we aim at one thing only, the Church of God is the pillar of the 
truth. The young people come, but let them alone; it is good for them to 
come where God has done the work; He will make it manifest that the life 
he has given them is there. "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? 
and there i'I none on earth that I desire beside Thee." 

God's dear servants a.re looked npon in a. way they ought not to be 
looked upon; thHe a.re some who could make as good a. fignre in the 
world e.s you, but they prefer J erusalcm, with a. little, and wben they 
have her in their heart all is well. May God add His blessing. Amen. 

SUF1'"'0LK A~O NORFOLK ASSOCIATION OF 
PARTICULAR BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

0l"TSIDE THE TENT. 

THE Annual (hthering for 1886 met at Grundisburgh, near Wood
brid!!'e, Suff0lk, on June 2nd and 3rd, where the renowned 

Samuel Collins was pastor for fifty years, and stood as a but wark for the 
proclamation and defence of the Old Gospel. 

Strangers and visitors are cordially welcomed at these ~atherings 
by the esteemed secretary, Mr. S. K. Bland, and a generous hospitality 
extended by a free invitation to the dining tents and providing beds and 
entertainment for the night. 

Friends from London and the neighbonring Churches, needing a Ii tile 
change during the beamiJ11l Spring, would find the AssociaLion servicee 
see sons of spiritnal refreshint, and the two days calm and quiet amid rnral 
scenes, a healing balm to a weary mind or languid body. The inspired 
songster say~, "Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; let ns 
lodge in the villages (Song vi. 11 ). The flowers appear on the earth, 
the time of ~he singing of birds is come" (Song ii. 12). . 

After bricks and mortar, fogs and smoke of city and town, how 
pleasurable to the eye is the sight of meadows, fields, and woods......:clot~ed 
afresh from God's wardrobe, dressed in endless forms and shades of living 
green, wben nature by the power of a vernul resurrection buds and 
blossoms into fresh life and beauty, while the glorious sun gilds the 
varied hues of foliage and flower, imprinting the kiss of heaven npon 
the face of earth, whose Springtide beauties reflect the goodness of God 
to man, and echo in grateful hearts the Psalmist's words, ".All TJiy 
works shall praise Thee, 0 Lord, and Thy saints shall bless Thee" 
(P,;a. cx:Jv. 9). • 

Tbe Association Tent was pitched in the Park at Grnndisbnrgb,.by 
the kindness of Mr. W. W. Hant; beautiful for situation, on the green
sward carpet dotted with daisy and buttercnp, a real velvet pile m~de 
by Jesus Christ Himself (Col i. 16), occupying rising ground, lookmg 
N. over the village, the red-bricked substantial Baptist Chapel in front, 
looking S. A gentle declivity afforded commanding views over a large 
expanse of undulating and beautifully-wooded country, while studded 
aro11nd the teat were giant forest kings, noble oaks, standing like sen
tineh1 of the ages, perhaps some of the finest specimens of England's 
sylvan glory that have renewed their youth and stood the wintry bl9:9ts 
of 500 years, and tbeir rustling foliage in response to the murmurrng 
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breeze leads the mind to that glorions promise: "For ye shall "O out 
with joy, and be led forth with peace. The monntains and th~ hills 
shell break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field 
sh9:ll clnp their hands "_(Isa. Iv. 12). On nearing the tent the firat day, 
while the Hymn of Praise ascended from hundreds of hearts and voices 
during the cadence of the verse, the nightingale, in fall son", poured 
forth its melodious notes in the adjoining grove, uniting in it;' Maker's 
praise. 
-- Fraser, Esq., a Christian gentleman, occnpyincr the Park 

mansion, generously opened his beautiful gardens to the friends, and 
with a genial courtesy himself escorted the batches of visitors through 
the grounds. The lovely soft green walks, fit for the tread of angeis 
the choice flowers, shrnbli, etc., were a source of mnch enjoyment in- th; 
intervals of service while outside the tent. Ordin1J.ry gratiturle com
pels me to state that the arrangements at Grundisburgh, under Pastor 
Gill and a large staff of male and female helpers, were g,dmirable. 
Instead of a provision tent, excellent dinners, teas, etc., were sup
plied in the large village school; tables tastefully arranged; everything 
scrnpulously clean and nice; provisions good and plentiful; all arranged 
and served with order and attention, which evinced excellent manacre
ment and forethought. To provide for a thousand or more in a vilJ;cre 
is a task requiring head and heart as well as means and hands. 

0 

Brother Gill showed great kindness and patience in securing beds 
and lodging the numerous friends. The generoas hospitality of the 
clergy, farmers, and inhabitants of Grnndisburgh and adjoining villages 
in opening their houses and providing b• and entertainment for 
ministers and visitors, was an example of large-h~rted kindness and 
Christian courtesy thankfully appreciated. The writer was located 
with a gentleman farmer, who informed him that his grandfather built 
the Grundisburgb Chapel, and his father was a member many years, and 
that he himself was bronght up there, and for some years a teacher in 
the Snnday-~chool; but now attends. the parish church, and has assisted, 
and warmly espouses the modes and methods of the Salvation .Army, 
believing, as he said, that the Strict Baptists were "dying oat " in 
Suffolk, because their doctrines, preaching, and services were not in 
harmony with the requirements of the present age. I sincerely thank 
that gentleman and his amiable sponse for their kindness to a sLranger, 
and will presume on his indulgence by forwarding through the post 
some papers, etc., just to show that Strict Baptists a.re not all dying 
ont, nor do they all answer the description he gave of them. The views 
of my worthy host recall the following story to my mind, with some 
verbal amendments. 

I once read of a sea-captain who had a negro on board his ship, and 
one night, steering North, and having a fair wind, the captain said to 
him," Sambo, I want you to take the helm." "Yes, massa." "Well, 
catch hold of the wheel. Do yon see that bright star there, pointing to the 
Pole Star? " " Yes, massa." " Well, keep the bead of the ship straight 
for that star.'' The captain went to his cabin, slept eonndly for two or 
three hours. Meanwhile the sky was obscured, dark cloud, co~ered the 
!ace of the heavens, the wind had chopped round an~ hie~ hard. Right 
in the head of the ship Sambo stuck to the wheel like gnm death; but 
the wind gradually turned the vessel's head dne South. Presently the 

p 
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clouds dispersed, the sky cleared, Rnd Sambo, looking round, discovered 
t.1,e Pole Star behind him. Just then the captain came up to the 
wheel, and, rubbing his eyes, said, "Well, Sambo, how are you going 
on? " "Oh, capital, Massa, cRpital. Look, Massa, got right past the 
Pole Star, Massa." " Why," replied the captair., "you confounded 
nig~·er, you've turned your back on it.'' 

Many worthy Christians, like my friend. help the Salvation Army. 
Some subscribe their thousands. They are wonderfully taken with the 
extra.ordinary success and marvellous progre8s of the army. "Sir, they 
are doing a good work. They cast out wife-beating, drunken, swearing 
devils. They do convert the people; they have a better method than 
apostles and preachers of the old-fashioned Gospel. 'fhcy have left that 
far behind." But what if they wake up some day to discover that, 
driven by winds of false doctrine-their Rlinds darkened by clouds of 
P.rror and Satanic delusion-they have simply turned their backs upon 
the truth, and the Old Gospel, like the Pole Star, remains jast where 
God fixed it. 

Mrs. Booth tells us the Salvation Army is an iDspiration, and we 
quite believe it; only there are two sources of inspiration. The Holy 
Spirit inspires in harmony with the doctrine and practice of Christ and 
His apostles, Satan inspires, contrary to it, something new, startling. 
Mrs. Booth lately said the Salvation Army is new, that also we believe. 
Did Christ or His apostles continually blow a trumpet before them by 
conferences and hnge meetings? Did Christ or His apostles obtain the 
people's money to spend in reckless extravagance on monster proces
sions, lonnging in carriages and pairs, have one to ride a horse with his 
face to the horse's tail to draw a congregation, entertain the maltitade 
with rowdy song tunes, disturb the peace of towns ·by drums, 
tambourines, and unseemly brawling street processions, exciting riot, 
and dragging the victims before magistrates? It is something new for 
the followers of Jesus to support men in donning garments of military 
buffoonery, assuming lying titles in contemptible and childish mimicry 
of soldiers, by such rampantimpadence and ra.ing hypocrisy,compassing 
sea and land to u:.ake proselytes, making merchandise of souls by trading 
in brooches, watches, bonnets, and other flaming tawdery, wearing a 
lying imposture written on their breasts and foreheads, a.nd foisted upon 
the world in the sacred and adorable name of J esns. 

I ask Christians who support the system, Has it a vestige of autho
rity or precedent in the example or teaching of Christ and His apostles? 
I ask whether this system has any warrant from the Word of God (the 
last will and) New Testament of our Lord Jesus Christ? "If any man 
shall add to the things of this Book, God shall add unto him the plagaes 
written in it" (Rev. xxii.). 

Now, Mr. Editor, by your permission we will go inside the tent to 
hear the address of the Moderator, Mr. Ebenezer Marsh, of Laxfield, 
the reports of the Churches, and gather up some notes of the sermons. 

JOHN BONNEY, 
r '' Inside the Tent" in our next.-En.J 
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A WALK INTO GOD'S FIELD, AND A VIEW OF SOME 
OF 'fHE TREES Of!' IT. 

A Sermon Preached on Lord'.~ Day, May 9, 1886. 

BY B1m.JAMIN TAYLOR. 

"And all the trees of the field .~hall know tha.t I the Lorri liave rmHwht clown 
the high tree. have exalter! the low tree, have dried up the green tree. anrl have made 
the dry tree to flonrish. I the Lord have spoken and have done it" (Ezek. xvii. 24). 

STEPPING into the field here spoken of, I was struck with several 
trees I noticed, both in respect to their beauty and their fruit. 

There is, for instance, the apple tree in the wood, the only one of that 
-sort, reminding me of the Son of God among sinners, the wild trees of 
the wood. Then there is the olive tree, always green, and remarkable 
for its oil, representing every child of God who is made amiable by the 
grace of God being in his heart. Then there is the palm tree, having 
heavy weights hung on it, to make it more fruitful, denoting the trials 
and afflictions of the Lord's people, which serve to wean them from 
-earthly things, and cause them to cleave to the Lord in spiritual things, 
by which means they become more fruitful. Then there are the myrtle 
trees in the bottom, with the man in the midst of them, representing 
the humble ones in the midst of whom our Lord, is sure to be found. 
The field here spoken of denotes the visible Chnrch of God, and the 
trees in it all who make a profession of the truth; and while the!'e are 
good trees, there are also bad ones; for there is the barren fig tree, and 
also the thorns and briers which are nigh unto cursing, whose end is to 
be burnt up. Is your heart set upon this field, preferring it to the 
world? (Heb. xi. 25). Then, like tbe woman spoken of, there can be no 
-doubt you will buy it for yourself (Prov. xxxi. 16). She thought of the 
trees in it, those who love the Lord, and most of all of the rich treasure 
hid in it, even Jesus Christ, and so set her heart upon it. Bat what 
did she give for it? Silver and gold? No; she gave herself for it; aad 
this is all the Lord requires (Prov. xxiii. 26). Again, I read of a certain 
man who bought this field (Matt. xiii. 34). He sold all he had, and so 
bought it. Bat what was his all? Simply himself, as one says:-

" 0 Lord, I give myself to Thee; 
' Tis all that I can do." 

Looking about in this field, I find a well in it. It is to water the 
Lord's flocks. He has only to say, "Spring up, 0 well," and all the 
flocks are well watered (Gen. xxix. 2). I also see lying on the ground 
of this field, a little thing called manna, which is choice food for all 
-hungry souls (Exod. xvi. 25 ). 

Here is a fourfold description of the trees spoken of. First, here is 
-the high tree; secondly, the low tree; thirdly, the green tree; fourthly, 
the dry tree. Here is, first, the high tree: "I the Lord have 
brought down the high tree." Yes, my brethren, and none bat God 
could do this, for mark what He says to Job: "Behold every one that is 
proud and abase him: look on every one that is proud, and bring him 
low" (Job xli. 11, 12). Do this, Job, if you can. Job had proved by 
his own experience what God could do with that proud and stiff-necked 
-creature called man for he says, "He bath broken me asunder; He bath 
also taken me by th~ neck and shaken me to pieces'' (Job xvi. 12). Do 
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yon grow high and proud in spirituRI things? God will surely bring 
you down, either in mercy. or in jndgment. Do you grow high and 
proud in worldly prosperity? You will Purely be brought down. 
Nebuchadnezzar was a proud, haughty creature, and he thonght himself 
to be very high, firm, and durable; but the Lord brought him down. 
Threatening the three Hebrew children with a terrible death by fire he 
says, "Who is that God that shall deliver yon out of my hands!" Again 
I hear him 1<ay, '' Is not this izreat Babylon I have built for my might, 
and for the honour of my majesty?" He shot up very high; thought 
a great deal of his handia, and prided him~elf in notions of his wisdom 
and power; but farther on, God says, " Hew down the tree, cnt off his 
branches. shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit, yet leave the stump of 
his roots in th~ earth." God brought him down, made a fool and a 
beast of him, then brought him to his senses, and made him say, "My 
reason returned to me, and I extolled the God of heaven, whose works are 
truth." I look, and behold a high towering professor, as proud as 
Lucifer, having his head well stored with doctrine, a strong and retentive 
memory, well stocked with texts of Scripture, history, and poetry; here 
be is, foremost in preaching, praying, com-ersation, disputing, and in 
everything el!,e; Jes, here he is, boasting and glorying over the small, 
low trees, which can make no such show, have nothing to say, and are 
ashamed to lift up their heads in the fidd. But this high tree, whether 
one of God"s children or not, sooner or later must come down. San] of 
Tarsus was a high tree, glorying in his law-knowledge, and self-righteous
ness, hating others, persecuting them, and lording it over their con-
sciences, because they tbonght for themselves, and could not think and 
see with him. At last, God in mercy brought this high tree down and 
made him say," Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is 
this grace gifen, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearch
able riches of Christ.'' There is the Pharisee-tree shooting his branches 
over the low publican-tree, bursLing oat in accents of self-commendation, 
"God, I thank thee that I am not eren ns this publican.'' We find he 
is all I, I, crying out like the rest of his fraternity, "Bow down that we 
may go over." When a nominal, heady, proud, and boasting professor 
swells so much, and rans up so high, the Lord is pleased sometimes to 
make such a one manifest to all tbe trees of the field, by permitting him 
to fall into gross immorality, or to drink into some detestable error, so 
that, like the wick of a c.indle, he goes out of the field with a stink. 
God can bring down the great oaks of Bashan, and cause the most 
brilliant stars to fall from Heaven. 

Secondly. God exalts the low tree. Yon may easily see this, if you 
watch our Lord, \l"bo is among the trees of the field and in the '' midst 
of the seven candlesticks," for He always passed by the high Pharisee
trees, and took notice of the publican-and-sinner-trees. I see God's 
low tree in the man who loathes himself, from a sense and feeling of 
indwelling sin. He has a soft heart and a tender conscience. He is 
ever afraid he is deceiving himself, that he is but a hypocrite, that all 
his religion is mere show. He condemns himself for his thoughts, and also 
for bis actions, tearing he is no~ riglit in anything. He has the meanest 
thoughts of himself; looks within and cries out, '' Unclean, unclean! 
can ever God dwell here?" If he prays, he condemns himself, if he speaks 
aLout tbe Lord Jesus to any one he condemns himself; and when he hears 
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the high trees prenching, praying, talking, singing, and laughing and 
glorying over the low trees, setting them at noaiht, he is utterly con
founded, having nothing to say for himself, being full of shame, because 
of his sinfulness and baseness. He is afraid to go forward in anything, 
or to say too much, lest he should be presamptnoas, and utter error before 
the Lord. His fear and drend is that he is nothing. and that he shall 
prove to be in the end like sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. Now 
it is such a low tree as this that God will exalt; but not in the tree iLself; 
no, no, He will exalt him in the Lord .Jesus; in the wisdom of Jesus, 
and not in his own wisdom; in the knowledge of Jesus, and not in his 
i:JWn knowledge; in the faith of Jesus, and not in mere human systems. 
He shall be exalted in holding communion with God, in being permitted 
to delight himself in God; and the more he is so exalted, the less be 
thinks of himself; and the more will he be despised by the high trees 
around him. 

Thirdly. The Lord is said to dry up the green tree. We see many 
a graceless professor dried up to his very roots, perbapa, after standing 
in the field for many years, and looking fresh, green, and lovely to the 
spectator. Bat ah! look at that rush, or that tuft of grass! with all 
its freshness, healthfulness, greenness, and beauty, it stands in a dirty 
place; it is in the mire. Even so many who are only in the flesh, bid 
fair for the kingdom of heaven; in their profession they look green, 
fall of life and vigour, full of z~al and lo~e; but, by and by, all comes 
to nothing; it was only a show in the flesh destitute of the Spirit's 
work. Job says, such are '• green before the sun, and their branch 
shootetb forth in their g-arden." They are not royal plants in the royal 
garden; but they are strange plants in a garden of their own, and in 
every way so deceiving to the eye, that were it possible they would 
deceive even the very elect. They thrive best and are greenest when 
the sun of prosperity shines upon them. There is nothing to disturb 
their peace, nothing to cast them down, nothing to pat their mouth in the 
dust, if so be there might be hope ... 0 what sights, shows, noises, and 
stirrings of religion we have, arising from the dirt and mud of carnal 
nature, and all taken 'to be the work of God! The· greenness, you see, 
p11sses for God's greenness, whereas, it is man's greenness, and will surely 
perish with him in all his deceivings. We have heard of wonderful gifted 
men both in prayer and preaching, and in disputing; and these have been 
followed by their hundreds, and perhaps thousands; but all their gifts 
have become dried up for the want of grace in their hearts; and they 
rhave acted, some in one way and some in another way; but every one 
in a way which has made them known to all the trees or the field as blots, 
blemishes, '' clouds without water, trees whose fruit witheretb, without 
fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots." Ah, my brethren, their son 
seemed to go down at noon; and when godly, humble souls see and 
hear all this, they are alarmed for themselves, and cry out, and say:-

" I feel I must, I shall decline, 
And prove like them at last." 

13ays a trecibling one, I fear I am one of those cursed green tree~, having 
1eaves only. I was once livelv, zealous, and among the Lords people 
full of fervour and love; I wns tender-hearted, compassionate, open 
and liberal but I fear I never had the root of the matter, for all the 
former thi'ngs seem to be dried up. I am fretful, cold, careless, 
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indifferent, dall, deed, wretched, end ready to wish I had never been 
born. Ah, my friend, this knowledge of yourself will make yon sick of 
self, come oat of self, and try hard to find your standing entirely in the 
Lord; I mean, if you are one of His. But we must now look at what 
the Lord says concerning the dry tree. 

Fourthly. " I have made the dry tree to flourish." What ! make 
a dry tree to flonrish ! Poor trembling one, here is hope for thee, here 
is comfort for thee. Cheer up, although you are like a bottle in the
smoke, dried up, whithered, and barren. God knows all about your 
earnest and sighing wishes while you are praying that you may be what 
you think you are not. You well know you cannot alter ynur case; no 
mortril under the sun can alter it; no, nor any angel in heaven; no one 
only God can do this: no one only He can make a dry tree to .Honrisb. 
Say you, What wonld I give to live as I once lived, and lo feel and enjoy 
spiritual things as I once did! Ilut is it not something encournging 
only to think of it. that God is able, and willing too, to make the dry 
tree once more to flourish? "Oh," say you, "I wish I could." Believe
then that you may believe; even hope against hope, and try and sail on, 
though it be against contrary winds. .Being so troubled and concerned 
abont thy state before God, shows clearly that thon art not quite destitute 
of di'l'ine life in thy soul. I hear you crying out mournfully, Oh, this 
barrenness, this dryness of soul, this half-heartedness, this carnality, this 
worldliness! Shall I ever get above it? Shall I ever be again what I 
once was? "Oh, that it were with me as in days that are past!'' Shall 
I e,er again feel at home with my God and His people, as I once did?-

., 0 for a closer walk with God, 
A calm and heavenly frame! 

A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb!" 

I cannot help saying, Who am I? What am I! and where am I? f 
say with good John Berridge, "0 Lord, if I am not right, pat me right, 
and keep me right." One word more: when yon. feel so much of yonr 
dryness, when you look at yourself as a dry tree in God's field do yon not 
imagine the Lord of the field stepping in, and in a moment casting 
His eye npon you, as though there was no other tree in the field? Do, 
yon. not fancy you can bear Him say, "Friend, how earnest thou in, 
hither, not having on a wedding garment?'' Does not His voice
thunder in your ears, '' Cut it down: why cumbereth it the ground?" 
Say yon, I fear my case is even now worse than you take it to be. 
What think yon. of a wretched professor like me, who am so dry 
year oat and year in; and yet keep hoping I shall be in a better 
state, and one day bring forth fruit to God in my soul? Oh, to 
live constantly, as it were, without any heavenly unction, or dew, 
resembling the mountaius of Gilboa, and to keep np no communion with 
God, and to have no hap,,y moments of secret converse with Him,-is not 
this heart-breaking to think of it? I confess, this indeed is sad. I 
pity thy case, my friend; bat one thing causes me to hope well 
concerning thee, and that is, thy barrenness is thy daily burden; thy 
poverty of spirit is thy plague and running sore; and thy emptiness 
and destitution is thy continual grief, making thee to abhor thyself. 
You cry out, How many spiritual thoughts and desires have I after 
God? Ah, my friend, this shows the ground is dry and chafed; and. 
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these soul exercises of thine are so many openingR of the earth, anrl 
longings for heavcmly sh~wers to foll, proving, with all thy complaintA, 
that thou art one or Gods own trees planted by His own right hnnr1. 
I hear you conclude by saying:-

" Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
With all Thy ciuickening powers, 

Come, sberl nbroarl a Saviour'• love. 
And that. shall kindle ours." 

Pulham-St.-Mary, Norfolk. 

THE DIVINE POTTER AND THE CLAY. 
"Hath not the Potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one veseel 

unto honour, and another unto dishonour?"-RoM. ix. 21. 

IN considering this passage the mind instinctively-turns to the Potter 
and that of the believer as naturally, by grace, sees there the divine 

Potter, as if saying, "Cannot I do as I will with Mine own?" All are 
Hie own by creation. Let not the term escape observation, "same 
lamp." A remembrance of this will keep us in our right place, sub
duing pride, for we were "by nature children of wrath, even as others" 
(Eph. ii. 3). We have nothing except what we have received, so we are 
kept powerless to exclaim," Mine own arm bath gotten me the victory." 
Next in order comes the vesseis. These are of two kinds, and blessed 
are those who can claim to be among the former. He can rejoicingly 
sing,-

" Why was I made to hear Thy voice 
And enter while there's room?" 

Vessel of honour! None in himself, it must be by reason of the 
honour put upon him by his All-glorious Redeemer, and it is so. The 
full weight of this honour belongs to us. We cannot bear it now, so it 
is not all revealed: but there is the blessed promise-" we shall know 
hereafter." In the making of a vessel t_bere is a process, and it is 
moulded into shape fit for the Master's use, and this He does by Him
self in the exercise of His unerring wisdom. In connection with this 
same idea of the manufactare there is a fire, and believers are passing 
through it daily. It is needful for the completion of the work, and we 
shall not be in the furnace of affliction a second longer than necessary. 
The divine Potter knows how aad when to deliver. May we have 
precious faith to be!ie,;,e this at all times. 

Tarninl! to the other sad class of vessels we find them designated, 
'' vessels of dishonour." They pass through the same ordeal, they do 
not escape the fire here; for do we not read, "man is born to trouble?" 
Pharaoh, Judas, Herod, Joab, .Jezebel, Ahaziah, and the class they repre
sent, all had a goodly measure of it while carrying ont their plans of 
wickedness. ] n the evil which the child of God experiences here he 
can say with the poet:-

,; For tho1Jgh my cup seems filled with gall, 
There'd something secret sweetens a.II." 

The reverse of this is the case with the "vessels of dishonour," for 
in their conscience there can never be peace, much less that peace which 
passeth understanding. W. C. B. 

Forest-hill, S.E. 
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LITERAL AND SPIRITUAL NOTES ON HEBREWS VI. 
To the Editor of the "Em-then Vc.9scl." 

DEAll Sm.-One of your c01,·espondents in the March VESSEL hB.l!I asked 
for an explanation of Hebrews vi. HRving myself been exercised by it, and 
knowing that mRny others have suffered by such exercises, and that in 
most. if not in all, cases, the 26th verse of the 10th chapter has been le.id on 
their mind as an additional terror, I now pen yon a few lines on the subject. 
In regard then to these passages, what is the answer given by ministers to 
the poor exercised soul ? They my it is not for you, or you would not be 
thus exercised, instead of which it is for them; and the object to root 
out error, it is they that have fallen away. The chapter begins, Therefore 
leaving the principles-the elementary views of the doctrine of Christ. 
This, then. sets forth the very reason the trouble is sent. The elemen
t,ary part,s are what you do not leave, as the Apostle says, in the second 
verse. The doctrines of baptism, laying on of bands, resurrection of the 
dead, and eternal judgment-all these are grand doctrines; but held on 
wrong premises, they are urged and instilled as literal, not spiritual. 
Martha held the doctrine of the resurrection in tbe same way till the 
Sa,iom· set her right. The literal, the fleshly view, profiteth nothing; the 
spiritual is the life-giving view. It would occupy too much space for me 
here to enter definitely into each one of the grand doctrines; in fact, you 
ha"e already had my ,·iews sent you. I do not think a doctrine iu my 
Bible, but 1 ha,e treated on in my letters this last twenty-five years : and 
mind one thing, religion is not a matter of opinion. The literal anybody 
c,m read end form an opinion for himself; the spiritual is revealed, it comes 
I,·; clear understanding. Let me now 11,sk you or your correspondent what 
,.,as faith when first exercised in your experience. Was it a literal or a 
spiriiua,l grace? With me it was truly spiritual. Now, what is it with a!l 
classes of people? It is treated as literal, and is applied to every temporal 
desire that comes up in the mind. It is exerdsed to gratify the flesh 
rather than to feed the soul. Only believe, and you will get what you ask 
for. Do you get your prayers answered? John, in his letter to the Church 
at Ephesus, designates it as lea'\"ing your first love, and he !!hows the fruit 
of so doing in his letter to the Church at Pergamas. You seem to think 
present-day troubles are to bear with Roman Catholics and other denomi
nations; but judgment begins at God's house, and it is there I see it most 
needed to bring about what is promised, that they shall be more promi
nently God's chosen, God's peculiar, God's separate people. 'l'he one word 
in Hebrews ,i. 4, the key-note to the understanding of the terrible passage, 
was tasf~d. There seems to me to be a clo~e connection between the tasting 
in this verEe and in the first love in Rev. ii. If, then, you tasted, as did 
the Church at Ephesus, and have, under Pergamas teaching, taken up with 
the Nicolitan doctrine-and thii:; is actually why the alarm is sounded in 
your ears while you remain on law-duty ground -it is iinpossible, but 
standing fast, in the liberty of Gospel grace, there is no such thing as 
impossibility. So the passage is sent firRt to rouse yon to trace have 
you ever tasted the heavenly gift, and been made part11,ker of the Holy 
Spirit (uot conscience); or is what you have got derived from human 
teaching, or even the Bible, in the letter of it ? If you have evidence of 
having received the heavenly gift, which is to be able to rightly divide the 
,,T ord of Truth, distinguish between the law that was only given to con
dc,mn, aud the Gospel given to impart peace; not a temporary peace, but 
a lasting peace. Under all circumstances, then, see if ·your terror does not 
.cr-ise from your ha"ing turned out of the way and you wandering back to 
Sinai. The proof is that you have when fear arises, and with such proof 
1,efore your eyes, it behoves you to trace the spot where you got off the 
nad ; and, mind, it is not you only I am desiring to call the attention of, 
l,ut Gud'i, Church on earth. You and 1 acted at that time as Joshua did, 
laid down to it. What did tbe Lord say to Joshua? "Get thee up; where-
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fore lieet thou thus upou thy face, 111'1'ael hath sinned."' Do. then, as J oshna 
was told to do. Assemble the tribes of though/a, reduce them to fannilif'.JI, 
and then go individually into each doctrine you hold, and you will find, 
grand as the docLrinos are, they are held on literal, not spiritual premises. 
Yee, oven those of the resurrection and eternal jndgment. As to baptism, 
J hold with immersion, but not in literal water, but in the Spirit of God's 
Word. You cannot say of the literal as you can of the Rpiritnal, thiit the 
deeper it reaches the more the sonl thrives. It gives what it teaches and 
guards what it gives. I only ask you, can yon, can any man say they are 
not under law, but under grace, as long as they are the subject of fear? 
Love, with me, has cast out fear; bnt I often sit down to trace out the 
moaning of dark passages. Faith, true faith, does not dictate to God; no, 
not even for understanding; hut takes the Bible and searches i'or it. When, 
then, you ·have searched and traced the cause of Hebrews vi., or any other 
passage being laid on your-mind, then the one in Hebrews x. is opened up 
before your eyes, not in its literal alarming dress, but in its spiritual, its 
Christ-exalting garb. InHtead of reading, there is no mmr. sacrifice for sin, 
which is :j,s legal a judgment reading, you read there is no rrther, nor is 
there any othe1· needed. 

•· Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears for ever flow ; 
All for sin could not atone, 
Christ most save, and He alone."' 

·-Christ has saved, but we want to realise the evidences of it. 
Another thought occupies my mind in regard to cause. How is it 

that man is so prone, after imbibing free grace doctrines, to wander back 
to law, as though· the law was given us to fulfil. instead of to teach us our 
incapability of 80 doing? We seem to have got an idea in our minds, that 
in the fall we received a wound-Satan did not wound us, i3atan deformed 
us. Jf you are born with a literal deformity, can the doctors eradicate it? 
No! Weigh, then, the subject in this light, and you will see that the robe 
of Christ's righteousness pertains to this life, and belougs to God's 
children, not to His servants. The precious blood flows out to cleanse all 
sin, be it the sin of· the elect, or that of the world. "Behold," says John, 
"the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world." You, as an 
elect vessel, get, while here on earth, your deformity covered, and it often 
amazes man. How the deformity is hid from the world, the natural man 
does; not ,know it. The natural man has no wound : the legal man bas a 
wound, but it's so trifling, it's only now and again a prick from conscience; 
and he wraps a rag, some fancied good thing he does, over it, and goes on 
with his own work unconcerned. But God says, "I wonnd, and I heal," 
and His wound· goes deep, it touches the bone; the man may try to stop 
the running sore, as he has done the conscience's wound, but it will soak 
through ail the bandages he may put over iL. The robe of Christ's 
righteousness is not to hide that, that must be probed, cleansed, mollified 
with ointment. and healed. Now, is not this the very course I have 
pointed out as being pursued by God, in regurd to that passage in Hebrews 
:x.? The passage in the latter, is as an arrow to the soul. and wounds to 
the quick; but the same passage, mind that. in the Spirit, heals, satisfies, 
and sends the soul on its way rejoicing. Is not that more satisfactory than 
getting another chapter that, seemingly, overturns it? No more-no 
other sacrifice for sin. The soul had been looking for its deformity beiPg 
removed; it got it not, but got it effectually covered. Paul, after three 
pleadings to have hi1:1 flesh improved, and being denied, entered into the 
understanding of the truth, that the consequence of such a proceeding 
\vould be to create pride; he realised all-sufficient grace, took Ufl his cross, 
and carried it, and glo1·ied in so doing, that the power of Christ, to take 
the weight off, might be realised in his experience. _ 

I have often said, law or Gospel is the key to unlock e\·ery mystery m 
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the Bible, or in your experic11ce. Hero is e. proof that such is the ce.se; 
recognise this, and the passage co11cerning the sin e.gainst the Holy Ghost. 
'l'he rich mn,n in hell, or any other alarming passage, will no longer nlarm; 
but yon wi!l cal_mly_ sit down a1,1rl trn,ce ont the desi~n of it, and if it is le.id 
on your mmd, it will not be without occasion. It 1s to turn you hack, for 
you are, in some way, wandering from grace t,o duties; so it is a kind 
reminder. Docs not a ~hepherd use a tntined dog, that bnrks but does 
not bite. tn fetch hack a wandering sheep P How many will join in singing, 
that-

" Not all tbe delusions of sin, 
Can ever seduce them to death; 

They, having bad the witness within, 
Eternal redemption throuf!h faith 1" 

Is it true wit,h them? ere they not constantly dying to hope? The only 
true witness that can produce such an effect is the understanding. How 
often have we, in a dilemma, stamped our foot and exclaimed: I don't 
understand! and the answer has come from the Word, Get understanrling, 
it is the chief thing; i<earch for it in the Word, search for it as for hid, 
treasure. "It is the glory of a kinp; to search out a matter." 

Yours truly, 
WM. w. CA.RR. 

Lil,!ht House. Kawie, April 10, 1886. 

FOOTSTEPS OF MY GOD.-ECHOES FROM THE 
FATHERS. 

RY Jom, BOLTON. 

ABEL. first martyr of your God. 
The first to seal your faith with blood, 

And die for Jesu'ssake; 
Who gave the firstlings of your flock : 
We, who by faith with Jesus walk, 

Would courage from you take. 
·• The blood of every lamb I slew 
For an offering, pointed to 

His last great sacrifice ; 
By faith I saw His wondrous death, 
For Him I ga"e my latest breath 

To meet Him in the skies !" 

ExocH, we've often beard your name, 
One who for neither wealth nor fame, 

You walked alone with God. 
Great witness for Immannel, 
A word from you would please us well, 

And cheer us on t be road. 
"'Tis trne by failh I walked with Him, 
Seeing His grace in every stream 

His face in every star ; 
I saw Him coming in the cloud, 
And heard His trumpet speaking loud, 

To summon to His car." 

NOAH, wLo also walked with God, 
Who told you of the coming flood, 

And gave vou faith to work; 
Some Babel b~ilders we could name 
Will have it that you did the same, 

Because ~'OU 
0

huilt the Ark. 

"A greater miracle of grace 
Ne'er sought and found a biding plaoe 

In Jesu's wounded side. 
As for my ark. that WRB a type 
Of Jesus and His Gospel ship, 

Constructed for His bride." 

Good ABRA.l'AM, who aaw by fait-h 
The Great Redeemer's life and death 

In your own darling son : 
Poor doubting mortals travelling here-
Methinks would much rejoice to hear 

A word from such an one. 
"Immanuel appear'd to me, 
Gave me the wings of faith to flee 

At once, at. Hie command. 
For His dear sake I left my home, 
A wes.ry pilgrim to become, 

To that far distant land.'' 

ISAAC, well known in sacred lore, 
Like Abraham and thousands more, 

A sinner saved by grace; 
A man of conlemplatfre mind, 
When leaving earthly cares behind, 

Saw you the Saviour's fa~e 7 
"I walked abroad at even tine, 
Saw nature's volume open wide, 

With Christ in every page; 
In contemplation's peaceful bower 
I saw His face in every flower, 

Enlightening every age." 
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J ACOD, with •in nn,I Rorrow bowed 
Your sun Aomct.imes behind o. cloud, 

And somctimc8 shining bright; 
Did you in vision or in dream, 
Before you cro•scd the Jordan slream, 

Deholrl the Prince of light? 
,, The Jndder rcnching to I.be sky 
Showed me the consecrnted WRY, 

And if you mo1·e would know, 
Go to my dying couch Rnd beRr 
What kind of words I uttered there 

Concerning great Shiloh I" 

The coat of colours JOSEPH wore, 
The sore afilictions which he bore, 

The prison where be lay; . 
The love his Father bore for him, 
As well o.s each prophetic dream, 

F'oretold Messiah's day. 
His love toward hi~ brethren all, 
Who self-condemned before him foll, 

Which makes his bowels move; 
All point to great Immanuel, 
Whose love to those deserving hell 

Brought Him down from above. 

MosEB ! there are thousands now 
Would place the crown upon your brow 

Which Christ alone must wear. 
:'<ow tell us what think you of this? 
You who dwell where Jesus is, 

Who has the glory there? 
·' Who has the glory there indeed? 
Why, Christ, the woman's promised seed, 

Whose blood was shed for me! 
Before whom I delight to how, 
And place the crown upnn HIS brow 

Which man would thrust on me! 

JOSHUA, captain of the host, 
Anointed by the Holy Ghost, 

And called by Jesu's name; 
Who heard bis ancient people's gro!\us, 
And saved them from Egyptian bonds, 
. What can you sav for Him? 

'· I saw Him leading 'Israel's race 
All through the howling wilderness, 

And mining bread from heaven ; 
I saw Him in the smitten rock, 
Weeping and bleeding for His flock, 

Hi11 life for them being given.'' 

Here's DEBORAH, with the sword in hand, 
Obedient In hn Go,l's comma.nd, 

'fhat rlearlly weapon bnre, 
In love to Him anrl love lo those 
Who from etcrni ty He ~hose, 

Ahe left her peaceful how'r. 
And BARACH, JAEL and RAHAB to'>. 
Are found amon!(St the faithful fe". 

Who saw the scarlet Ii ne, 
Reaching from Heaven's eternal throne 
To every heart Christ makes H,11 own 

To feast on love divine. 

MANOA.I and his gorily ,vife 
Conversed with Christ; the Lord of lif,·, 

Who did to them appear; 
Whose presence was tbe,r fear and rh(•ad, 
Who tn them both a.promise made, 

And fulfilled in a year. 

SAMSON, with superior strength, 
Marched through the land, its breadth 

and length, 
Conquering where'er be goes. 

A type of Israel's mighty God, [rod 
Who bowed the te,vens,and with His. 

Subdued His people'~ foes. 

Here's DAVID, chosen of his Lord, 
A type of the Incarnate word, 

A sinner saved by grace. 
Did you not speak as you were move,! 
Concerning Him you so much loved, 

The Lord yonr Righteousness? 
" The rock of Israel spake to me, 
and set my fettered spirit free, 

Anointed me his king ; 
• Hie holy word was in my tongue, 

His spirit woke rny powers of song 
And taught me 1vhat to sing." 

·SOLOMON! God's anointed king, 
Inspired of love divine to sing, 

Which knows nochangetbrough age; 
Jnst tell us whom you hail in view 
When such sweet characters you drew 

Upon the sacred page. 
"'Twas Jesus am! His chosen bride, 
I saw in ,·ision by His si,le, 

In the bright. worhl above ; 
When drinking of His love divine, 
·sweeter than honey, milk. or wine, 

I sang my songs of love! " Here's JOB, the patient man of Oz, 
Molested by the worst of foes 

And plunged in sorrows deep; IsUAH ! highly favoured barrl, 
When whelmed beneath that dismal Who saw the great Incarnate Word, 

cloud, A weeper here below ; 
Did Christ, .vour great Redeeming Goll. Did you not, by a living faith 

Leave you alone to weep? Foresee His wondrous birth and death, 
·• When God withheld from me His smiiE>, And resurrection too? 
And eartbl.v friends charged me with "Go I read my chapters, eight and nine. 

guile, And fifty-three ; rrad every line, 
And Satan vexed me sore, Yea, all m.v sacred lore, 

1 knew my great redeeming Lord, Compare jt with His wondrous birth, 
According to His gracious word, His thirty :l'ears upon the earth, 

Would eave me from Hell's power." •And'doubt the truth no more I" 

( To be conti11!1,ed.) 
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TUE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PKS. 
Pa.,toral Vi.•it,,. ["Reprinted.] By the 

le.t.e Joseph Irons, Grove che.pel, Cam
berwell. Twelve copies for 9d., post 
free. We hRVe read these visits with 
intensP. delight; they are sweetly experi
mental e.nd full of comfort, e.nd are suit
able to the tried of God's family. Joseph 
-Irons wRs a true evRngelical po<'t, as the 
ring of tbe first two verses of the first 
•i~it indicates:-

" Mi11·i.-.tei-. 
My friend. the obje<:t or my care I 
I come to Mk you bo"· you are: 
Ho"· rest you run t,he heaYcnl_y race, 
And bow your epi rit grows in grace. 

Htare,·. 
Your kind ooqutrle~, sir, &re soch 
As often he..vc c• -ncerned me much; 
My pro11re~e is eo very small 
I feel I have no grace at all. ' 

Cliri.,tian Patfrncc. A sermon by 
Philip Reynolds. One penny. This 
sermon was preached at Bethesda chapel, 
Ipswich, April 18, 1886, from Isa. xxv. 9. 
Our brother Philip Reynolds goes a little 
out of the ordinary rut of Christian 
thought and expression in his ser
mons, and the one under considera
tion is not an exception 1.o the general 
rule. This arises mainly from the inde
pcnrl<:'nt mode be has aclopted of thinking 
out bis sermo"ls and his peculiar bent of 
mind. He speaks of Christian patience 
a.s being pliilosoph·ical, and which be
longs "to the highest pbilosopby; for 
the Christian must wait for the Creator." 
This is true reasoning, and where grace 
is the ruling power of the mind, as the 
outcome of divine wisdom, there must 
be real philosophy experienced ,of the 
most elevated order. Mr. Reynolds 
clearly unfolds the nature of patience, 
which "finds its grandest illustrations in 
Jesus.•· We are sure iutelligen~ Chris
tians will not grow impatient in the 
perusal of what our brother bas to say on 
the important subject of patience. 

TIU' Pr·rpl'tual Guide of the Youthful 
lxraelitt-. A sermon to the young by J. 
Parnell, pastor of Carmel chapel, Pimlico. 
One penny. Robert B~nks and Son, 
Racquet-court, Fleet-street. This ser
mon should be read by young and old, 
a.s there is in it something for parents as 
well as for children; things to be avoided, 
and things to be Rought after: yea, the 
sermon is full of good advice and instruc
tion for al; classes of readers, but 
especially for those who are spiritually 
taogbt of God. We strongly commend 
it lo the notice of our readers. 

Charles Jlill"s Association &,·mon. We 
rejoice to announce that Mr. Hill's ser
mon, "Contention for the Faith," 
preached at the Association at Grundis-

burgh on June 3, will be in print the 
second week in July, and may he bnd of 
C. Hill, Brockford, Stoneham, Suffolk. or 
W. J. Styles, l, College-street, N, 

Tlie l<'fr,•y T,·ial, b,·inq Rema,·kR 011 

the 1,o,•d·• V,·aling.• with Hi.• l'um· A.tflic
t"rl 1'copl1·, By John Rusk. London: F. 
l{irby, 17, Bouverie-street (paper, 8d.; 
cloth, h.). Brimful of savoury meat 
for tried saints. It is arranged by di vi
sions and sub-divisions, after the order 
followed by our good old puritan fore
fathers, and which will assist the reader 
rather than perplex him. God grant 
the book may be well circulated, and 
ble6t to thousands of precious souls. 

A uthoris,,d New Testarnent and tlie 
Revised Co,itrasted. By B. Wadsworth. 
London: J. Gadsby, 17, Bouverie-street. 
This is a most useful work, and cannot 
fail to prove, under God's blessing, of 
11:reat value to the Christian student and 
lover of the Holy Scriptures. We 
hea.rti!y commend it to :Bible-class 
leaders, Sunday-school teachers, and 
C!iristians generally. 

Gracr. and Glory. A sermon by Rev. 
J. :Battersby, based Hpon Psa. lxxxiv. 11 
( one penny). London: C. W. Stidstone, 
23, Moorgate-street, E.C. Ful( of .~re· 
cions thought, and very soul-mspmng 
and God-glorifying. 

Funeral Se1·rnon of the Rev. H. D. 
Sewell, M.A., thirty-six years vicar of 
Headcorn, Kent; setting forth the doc
trines of grace preached by the Rev. E. 
Wilkinson, M.A. (second thousand). 
Shaw & Co., 48, Paternoster-row (3d.). 

The Gospel Jfagazine, edited by D. A. 
Doudney, D.D. It is astonishing with 
what power and vivacity Dr. Doudney 
writes. He seems to live much with the 
dear Master, and has caught His sweet 
Spirit, which permea.tes bis whole cou)·se 
of action as editor and preacher of Chnst. 
His leading article, "Heart-appeals ~t 
the Mercy-seat," in the June number! 1s 
very encouraging and soul-strengthenmg 
to afflicted believers. 

H01ne Words, for June, is a Queen 
number, full of plates of interest, relating 
to Victoria, who now, through mercy, 
enters upon her ,Jubilee year. Vi1•at 
R..egina. , 

The Fireside is really a beautiful 
number, and especially the Summ~r 
number," The Queen's Resolve-I will 
be good," a jubilee memorial. The plates 
of the Roya.I Family are finely executed, 
and the letterpress is most interesting. 

17te Day of IJay8 contains some 
notices of the Queen. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
RECOGNITION OF MR. L. H. COLLS 

AT BECCLES. 
The publlc re~ognllloo of Mr. L. H. Coll,, 

took place on Frltlay, April 23. Mr. F. 8. 
Reynolds stater! the onture of a Christian 
Church, nod Mr. Woorlg;ate prayed. 

lo the nflemooo Mr. Jomes Clark. of 
Wandsworth (Mr. Coils'• late pastor) eoked 
the custumery, tlme-~oooured question•, 
and received whet were considered sound, 
~olid, nnd ~n1i~foctory nnswers. 

Brother Coils ,toted It wa, bis privilege 
to be brought up mornlly, and in the prac
tice of attendance oo publio worship; but up 
to the aj?e of seventeen he was Indeed a sin
ner, dead in sin. He could not remember the 
time of his first orousnl to spiritual thought. 
He was not brought suddenly to the know
ledge and fear of Go1, but gradually, under 
tile tenching of the Word, was led to see the 
Jeoth of his sinfulness. This was through 
the ministry of Mr. Richard Snaith, of 
Carlton Rode, whose memory he should 
always revere and Jove. Once elso, by the 
preaching of Mr. Ewing, of Keoninghall, 
his soul was much blessed, yet did not get 
the satisfaction he sought. He continued 
earnestly searching the Word and medita
ting thereon, an,l one night, while lying 
awake and pondering, these words came with 
power, "Come now, and let us reason to
gether," etc. He wa;; not, however, willing 
to make profes,ioo of bis hope without a 
fuller maoifestetion; probably be wanted 
dying grace to live with. Well, it was be
hind a lonely bush, while wrestling with 
God, that be found the burden of sin gone. 
One question troub'ed him (about faith), and 
be said to himself, " I do wish I could be
lieve! I don't know what failh is unless it 
be a strlppin~ one of all, and placin1t him 
heart and soul on the rock Christ Jesus." 
At length be came before the Church, anrl 
was accepted, end now be prayed to be kept 
by the same 11race to the end, and enabled 
to prove the reality of his call from darkness 
to light. In relation to the ministry, he had 
very early been impressed with a desire to be 
useful io makinii; known the truth and 11;race 
be had learned to love. Brother Snaith took 
me by the hand as a son in the Gospel, and 
it was his pleasure to talk with me by the 
way anti in bis own house. I bad been to 
the college of alll iction, and in deep waters 
of sorrow of various kinds, but was still led 
to search the Word, and about ten months 
after baptism Mr. Snaith urged me to preach 
at Carlton, but I shrank from this, and I 
deeply felt the solemuity of the work. I was 
now placed as teacher lo a school, where I 
bad to go to Church. There I was almost 
starved. Then I was led to search the Word 
itself more and more. In 1879 went to 
London, attended sometimes the Surrey 
Tabernacle ond ~ometimes the Grove. One 
night, walking across Clapham Common, I 
enga11;ed in solemn prayer for a sign of the 
Lord's will. I was now married and settled 

at Wanrl,worth. I was asked to take the. 
Bibl!-clnss; •pent two-and-a-half'.vears here, 
and 11 was ehout the happiest lime of my 
lif'e. The teaching- wa, b]es.,d to the salva
tion of two of the· l•<I•. since rli•covered. I 
then removed to Bunwell, in Norfolk, and 
took char~e of a •chool there, and was in~ 
duceC: t<, •peak to the people meetin1t in the 
barn at Carlton, thoug-h I would not call it 
preaching ; al"terwards lo Saxlingham. I 
remember my first text wa~ "Je~us only," 
and that theme has heen hurned into my 
soul, and as long- as I live I will not shun 
to declare all the counsel of God, and, as far 
a• I am taug-hl, nil the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Brother Coils then 11;<1ve a -very clear and 
emphatic our line of the truths he conscien
tiously held and purposed to preach, 

Mr. C. N- Ma_yhew, deacon, then stated 
the reasor.s for, and the steps by which the 
Church hail been led to choose Mr. Coll• 11!1 
their pastor. Tlieir anxious prayerfolness 
after Mr. Smilh left, in 1883; tbe various 
brethren who had supplied them; the recom
mendation of Mr. Coifs as one bv a well
known friend and former member ( Brother 
Jacob Elliot, of Norwich); the three months' 
trial, succeeded by another and yet another, 
and then, with tokens of blessing and divi-ne 
approval, a corrlial vote to the pa.<torate. 
The congregation, have increased, and seven 
have been added by baptism. 

A public vote was then taken, ratifying, 
without any disseotieo r, the choice previously 
made. Mr. Woodgate joined the hands of 
pastor and deacon, with words of solemn 
cheer, and Brother Suggate, of Haleswortb, 
commended pastor and people to God in fer
vent and thankful prayer. 

Broth~r S. K. Bland, of lpswic~. for
merly assoriated with Mr. George Wrigbt 
in the ministry at Beccles, then proceeded 
to give the charj?e • to the new pastor, 
founding his remark• upon "Not slothful 
in bus.inec.i::=, ferven r in spirit, serviog the 
Lord·• (Rom. xii. 11). Thi•, be said, had to 
do with every meru her of the Church, but 
mostlv with those who bad most business to 
do, and these were generally supposed to be 
the ministers. Now the work of the minis
try was no fanciful engagement, merely 
pleasurable or advantageous, but a very 
weighty business, requiring living energy, 
the whole heart, and to be done" as unto 
the Lord and not unto men" (Jesus called 
His own life service hy that name), and the 
Lord thouj!ht the olli~e of such importance 
that He commissioned His well-instructed 
servant Pdul to write minutely thereon to 
bis young brethren, Timothy and Titus. 
Search bis letters to them, and you will find 
be iusists as a preliminary esseutial qualifi
cation, that the pastor must be a good mon, 
blameless and of j!OOO report; good in do
mestic life, good in societ:v, and specially 
avoid tbe evils which disfigure an:v, but 
would he 8pecially shameful in him ( 1 Tim. 
iii.). If the life be inconsistent no one will 
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believe the 1"orrl•, B blurred or wo,•y mirror 
will onl,· rdl,ct B di,t,111ed im•!(0 , and R 
ru•fv knife Is • poor rliin!( to cut "ith. He 
mu~l be o ~nod mini'--ter too, with e~tRh
llohed p· inclple•; no novice, io doctrine 
uocorrupt, hold in the trurh, aud not 
ha,hful in it• utterance, ha\'lng received 
'' 1 he spirit of p,,wer and of love, and of R 
,ound mind,.(~ Tim. i. 7). He must otir 
up the !(ift• that are in him, and prove him
~elf able totenrh others al-o, "a "·o,kmao 
tieeding not lo be nshamerl, ri11:h1ly dhidin!( 
the word of truth." He i,, then, R spilitual 
mnn rn~nJXetl io !-pirirual bu~inf's~; Rnd port 
of his hu,iness is surelv to take heed unto 
himself-his conduct, com•ersation, cli•posi
tioo (for he must be Rn example to the flo,·k), 
to the furnishing of his own mind and his 
own spiritual co0<Jition, ennbled to look e,·er:r 
man honesrl_v in the face, and ever se,k 
grnce from the Lord to be taught h.v Him. 
And "'hat a variety there needs he with the 
mioislry ! Jnstru~1ion, exhorration, warn
ing, reproof, comfort, guidance. God'., 
Word set forth in its ha,mon,·, proportion, 
end personal point. The minister has to 
think for the people, end ytt it would be 
better if the people thou'(ht more for them-
11elves. He has to study Holy Writ to find 
mental end spiritual food for lii,flock. Hold 
nothing back ; we must not pick- and 
choose, for all Scripture is in~pired for pro fir, 
for the perfectinr;: of the soiuts, and to com
mend the truth to every man·s conscience in 
the sight of God. The Bible must never be 
put upon the shelf for any other book; there 
is more to be learnt from that than a man's 
lile will avail him to acquire. You are 
youn!( (aome are always). Grow in grace 
end knowledge, and the Lord give JOU 

understanding in ell things. Then there i• 
the business o1 the Cburch"s care and cul
ture, the lambs and the sheep, the lame and 
infirm, the wounded, sorro..-ful, sickly, and 
the erring. Be a learner ever; go to tbe 
sick beds of aged saints, much is to be 
learned there. Well, you are not to be 
slothful in all this. Why is it put in the 
negative form? I tbink because love of 
ea.se i• a lust of the flesh which must be 
resisted, and wars against the soul. 1 think 
also because the apostle would urge a con
stant, steady service, not feverish, excited, 
over-taxing worl<. You are not lo kill your-
1!elf. You are to take care of the body, and 
that will not induce to indolence if you are 
fervent in spirit. Consider what you owe 
your Lord, and what He inten•1s by putting 
you into the miui,try. A glowing heart 
will prompt running feet (Luke xxiv. 3t). 
Frantic emotion i• never la•ting; but zeal 
urged on by fdith, that worketh by love, can 
do wonders ( Heb. xi ). Men's soul we• not 
stormed by thunder, it is the lightning which 
kills. And then, above ell, remember you 
serve the Lord Christ. It is His business 
that is ours ; therefore His friends and 
~nemies, His sorrows and honour, His con
flict and crown are ours, en~ we are His 
servants only, and the Church's to ser•e for 
His sake. Of course H • could do without 
us, hut He will not. Wdl, serving implies 

hoth obedience and rendering •ervlce aod 
He plea••• to brio,: about H 1, pur'poses 
throu,i;h Hi• disciples' true service. Oh the 
value of little word• and Reis that are rl

1
p;ht 

nod the evil of wrong ones, tho11!(h thev 
ee, m lirtlel The faith receiver) through Hi• 
cliscipleo' word is ns real, end h•• His prayer
ful iotere.•t, as mueh as tlmt from His own 
lip• direct ( John xvi!. 20). I charge you 
therefore, hy the memories of the post, hy 
the needs of the present, by the hopes of the 
future. Be thou faithful unto death, and 
He ehall 11ive unto you the crown of life. 

The" chnrge" to the Church was given 
by Mr. Jame• Clarke, Inking os its compre
hensive motto the words, "Encourage 
him" (Dent. i. 38), The Church should 
rPf('Brd the pa•tor as their leader, and 
encouraire him in all bis work amongst 
them. This would be productive of good 
results io •piritu•I life end health. As a 
),lift from God, the Church should prize their 
p•stor, receive him with tbonkfulness, and 
cultivate a loving admiration for him. He 
needs their encouragement; be will have to 
wrestle io secret earnestness at the throne 
of grace. When he is depressed by circum
stauce•, and may not preach as he is wont 
there should be no complaining, but th; 
Church should remember that he probably 
came before them bowed down with sorrow 
and that he is but moo. Encourage hi0: 
by secret prayer. The work is a very im
portant one, and it is divine influence which 
rauses the seed to f('erminnte and grow, for 
the seed is tbe Word of God. Tbe practical 
pert of the subject was, how to encourage 
the pastor. By being kind and faithful, 
patient and tender. Some people are not 
wanting in love, but they ere in principle, 
while some are lacking in ldod consideration 
and SJmpath_v. If they see a fault they do 
not tell the oft',nder. Encourage the pastor 
by bol,Jing bis reputation sacred: his work 
is different to other men's. A minister 
makes enernie• even when he discharges his 
Juries honestly. Never betray his confi
dence. It is by lillle things we rise, and by 
little things we fall, Encourage him by 
never expecting in him perfection. Those 
wbo look for this in the ministry are very 
unreasonable. Upril!'btness and perfection 
are very differeot thiegs. Encourage him 
also by regular attendance at the house of 
prayer. If you wish to meet your beavenl,Y 
Father, do not absent yourself from His 
worship. And minister to your pastor's 
physical comforts, never countenance back
biting; treat your pastor now as you mean to 
twenty yeeuhence. Carry out this condur.t, 
end there will be much real happiness in the 
Church, harmony will be pres~rved, and 
prosperity promoted. 

Tue evening meeting was presided over by 
Mr. 8. K. Bland, who expressed bis great 
pleasure at meeting old friends at Beceles, 
with such a bright and hopeful aspect, wllich 
reminded him of times long gone by. but 
which they 11ll bad reason to hope would 
prove to be the token ol a real and lasting 
revival. 

A.ddreuea were delivered, feeling, weighty, 
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and ch•erlng,_ by the brethren Sugj!'ale, 
Bedlo11,fleld, Woodgate, end the new poetor, 
who cordially thanked his own people end 
the mioliters who hod •u•telned the ser
Tlces, 

Tlie Town Hall was more than crowded 
hv friend• lo the ample lea, ell of which had 
been lreely given (as well a• the dinner) by 
many kind friend•. 

The local paper says: "The charges were 
listened to with marked attention, and 
were a• Instructive a• iotereslio'I', teeming 
with earnest and wise counsel. The day 
wa• decidedly the he~t the Bapli•le have 
had for maoy years." Now, Lord, send 
THOU prosperily. 

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND 
SOCIETY. 

There is nothing In ell the world that 
yields eo much comfort end consolation to 
the living child of God as the precious 
promises of the Scriptures of truth wbeo 
brought home to the eoul by the divine power 
or God the Holy Gho•t. Without that 
•gracious influence the Word is a dead Jetter, 
and there is no sweetness felt or realised. To 
see those promises fulfilled in the experience 
of others i• cheering to that man or woman 
whose chief desire is to follow Christ; but to 
·have the sweet and gracious realisation of n 
single promise from the sacred Word in one's 
,own soul, is a blissful felicity which the 
whole vocabulary of human phraseolol!'y 
<iould never adequately set forth. To the 
mere profel!l!or end formalist the promises 
<iontained io God's Word posses• no saving 
importance, but to those who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness they are marrow_ 
and fatness, when by the eyes of faith such 
-can read their title to the blessed end blissful 
rest that remainetb for the people of God io 
the promised land, the land flowing with 
milk and honey. Thus, under the delightful· 
enjoyment of His divine assurance, the 
living soul finds itself involuntarily, yet 
feelingly uniliol!' with the Iete Dr. Watts in 
his sublime paraphrase oo the exclamation of 
the sweet singer of Israel, with grateful 

-surprise,-

" 0, bless the Lord, my soul ! 
Let all within me join, 

And aid my tongue to ble,s Hi• name, 
Whose favours are divine. 

0, UeeR the Lord, my rnul ! 
Nor let H'e mercies lie 

Forgotten in unthankfulne'IE11 

And without prai,es die."' 

We have been led thus to soliloquise on 
·God's promises whilst running over the 
Report of the 79th Annual Meeting of the 

AGED PILGRIIIIS' PRIBND SOCIETY, 

which wa• held in Exeter Hall, on Monday, 
Mav 17 1886. It bath pleased the Lord to 
-employ 'means for the accompliahmenl of the 
purposes of grace accordtnll' to the ct>venant 
engagements of God the Father, God the 
Boo, God the Holy Spirit, which were 
entered into before the foundation of the 
world, to be carried out and fulfilled in time 

hy the •ame divine influence. Every promi•e 
that wn• maile for the good of Hi., own bloo<l
bought family will aod must he fulfilled, anrl 
there i• ample proof to •how lbat the Aged 
Pilll'rims' Friend Society hos been the mean• 
in God'• hsod• of not only fullilliog the 
promi,es recorded in Holy Writ io the heart• 
and experience of thousands of God's tried 
and tempted ooes io helping them to the 
neces~aries of life, aod thus assistin2 them 
oowo the hill of time, till the promise yields 
to that blessed iovitatioo, "Child, come up 
higher," but have also rendered the last hours 
or many still more joyful by the addilioonl 
comforts of home io its very cheering aspects. 
Every county io England is well studded 
over with almshouse~, convalescent home~1 

sod numerous institutions for the moral, 
physical, aod spiritual welfare of men, 
women, and cbildrert of various degrees, in
fluence, and importance, among which may 
be mentioned, as occupying a posilioo of 
great usefulness among the societies of this 
land, is the society whose cause we this day 
advocate, and which is largely supported by 
tbose holding the distioguishiog doctrines of 
grace, as the following extract from the 
report, read by Mr. Hazelton, the secretary, 
will show, which we are certain will be read 
with interest and gTatitude to God for His 
great goodness in putting it into the hearts 
of those who have plentv of this world's 
goods to help God's afflicted aod ·poor 
people:-

" During 79 years God bas graciously 
enabled the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society 
to assist some thousands of His aged poor in 
their declining days, according to His Word, 
• Even to your old age I am He, and even to 
hoary hairs will I carry you ; I have made, 
aod I will bear; even I will carry, and will 
deliver you.' I ostituted in 1807 for the pur
pose of giving life pensions to the aged 
Christian poor of sixty years ot age and 
upwards, of both sexes and of every Protes
tant Evangelical Denomination, the society 
has closely adhered· to its foundation prin
ciples, only modifying its rules from time to 
time to accord with the enlargement of its 
op~rations. The progress of the society bas 
been steady and continuous, the lest few 
years having been especially marked by a 
large development of its operations. Com
mencing io 1807 with three pensioners. and 
a pension expenditure of £15 15s., in 1836 it 
bad 236 peosiooers, receiving £1,003 per 

I annum; in 1861, 485 receivinit £2,-160 
yearly; in 1876, 1,025 receiving £6,158; and 

I 1his year 1,118 pensioners receiving up
I wardsol £7,000 per annum. The prevailing 
1 and loog-cootinued deprel'Sion in trade and 
I agriculture has, unhappily, told adveriely on 
i the incomes or many charities, but et present 

bas not perceptibly affected the receipts of 
this society, The annual subscriptions con
tinue to show a steady increase, and during 
the vear have amounted to £2,783. The 
donaiions have reached a total of £1,131. 
The collections after sermons have slightly 
increased in number, but there is a diminu
tion of the sum total-the result being £34-1 
against £386 the preceding year. The total 



22(1 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

income •howed II m11rked loerea!!f! upon !ho•e I Thal II• D8efulness m11y elllend stlll more 
of predou• yeAT•." and be made a yet l{l'eRler means or h•I p to 

The repnrt then rrferred to muuiftcen t many of the Lord's ehosen though needy 
gHt. hy Mr. J. T. Mo,tnn, of Caterham, familv, I• the praver of 
throu11:ii whO"e in•trumentality immense 11.•- • ionN WATERS BANKR. 
sl•t•nee hnd been rendeM'd through the yeRr. 

"One thou••nd one humtred Rnd eighteen 
pen•ioner• Rre now on the !'O<'IPtv'• hook•, 
end durine: the yeRr upWRrd• of £7,000 hne 
be•n di-trihuted in p•n•ion,, the largest 
totnls ,·et recorded. The tnt•l number of 
pen!-ioOen: e~i~tPO ~i11ce the founrlATion of i 

the •nriet)· i• 4,752, and upwnrds nf £179,000 I 
hn ~e been oi,tri bu ted emongst them in pen-
sionci alone.'' ! 

LONG MARSTON.-We h11d In truth a 
most happv day with the beloved friends here 
on May 25, the occa,ioa of their anniver
sary. Two sermons were preached by us es 
well as l{tRce, 1tlrt,1 and Phisical stren'gtb 
would allow. Brethren F. Fuller, B. Ken
dell, Lister, Baldwin, Monger, Grange 
Kempster, Rodwell, Oregory,and many good 
br,thren and sisters from Tring end the sur
roun,lings, were present. A large companv 
sat down to tea in a pretty little bower, fitted 
up by good Mr. Gregory, and ell seemed 
happy in the best things. Our deer friends 
Mr. and Mr•. Rodwell, made us very corn~ 
forteble during our short sta,·, anti their son 
and dau,rbter charmed us with some excel
lent music. We are deeply grateful to God 
that He has kept our Lon,r Marston friends 
together through enotiler year in peare. We 
hope to meet them again some day, if not 
on earth, it will, we trust, be around the 
throne of glory above.-En. 

Mr. VI". Hcelhfield then reRd an nh,trRct 
from I hP Arrounts. wldch ,howr<I a total in
come of £11,62012,. S.l.,end efter p•)·ment 
of nil rxpen•es, pen,ions, &c., there remained 
a ii,,lane• 10 rirHw upon at the present lime 
of f680 e,. 6d. The Stamford Hill Home 
wa, 1tren1ly indebted to Mr. Jomes H. Werd, 
who had 1ti,•en the society £160, ,.,hich had 
enahled them to pny off the whole of the debt 
on the home, end leave a balence in favour 
of the society. 

The meeting was presided over by Mr. 
John Scott, J P., who gave a donetion of 
£50, and promi""d an Annual •uh•c1·iption 
ol ten i:-uineae. The following- mioi•t~rs ond 
other g•ntlemen edMe<-•P<I the m•etmg:
Messrs. ,Tohn Box, 0. Pleford, J. Vaughan, 
Lovell. Underhill, Parks, Heathfield, Col
Jingrirtg-e, E Mute, Short, Lawrence, Collins, 
Dr. Un,lerhill, end others. 

Dr. Patterson moved the following resolu
tion-" That with d••p thankfulness to onr 
heaven Iv Father for His go0tln,.s to the Aged 
Pilgrims' Frienrl Society duiirg the pnst 
year, eurl for the bJ,.~ing which_ He h~s 
vouchsafed to its men1fold opeM1t1on•, this 
meeting hereby resolves that the 79th Annual 
Report of the Soriety, together with the 
Auuuel Reports of its A•ylums and Homes 
now reed. be nriopted, printed, and circulated, 
end that' tbe Commi11,e be reappointed f"r 
tiJe ensuirg ,·ear. wi1h power to add to their 
number," wliicb wtll' unanimousl:v carried. 

We bope the readers of the EARTHEN 
VESSEL will procure a copy of tb10 79th 
Annu•l Report, and, as Ibey have oppor
tunity, pay a visit to the various homes 
pro,·ided by tl.Ji, excellent society, and see 
the care that is manifested toward• the poor 
of the" hou.-hold of faith," and heve a little 
fellowship end communion with some wbO£e 
furrowed cheeks end silver locks testify they 
beoe pes.-d the three •~ore and ten, and 
who, as they lean upon their stAff will beer 
witness tlrnt tl.Jet promise 6f the Lord, "Even 
to vour old ege I am He, and even to hoary 
hair, I will carry you," bll8 been verified in 
tLtir experience, If any of our readers 
ere i~norent of the society's working• and 
doings, we tbink it would s1imulete such to 
promote its welfare. The homes . are et 
Brighwn Camberwell, Stamford 1h11, and 
Homsey 'RL<e. All iaformetion aod every 
particular ma,· be obtained from rhe l'ourteous 
si,cretary Mr. J.E. Hezelton,@3, Finebury
pnemrnt, E.C.; or Mr. ""illiam Jackson, 
29, M.erlborougb-ruad, Upper Holloway, N. 

HITCHIN.-Anniversary services were 
celebreted in Mouut Zion chepel on Mey 19, 
when two sermons were preached. Mr. A. 
E. Reelff, of Dunsteble, preecbed in the 
elternoon, and Mr. W. Winters in the 
evening, Mr. W. Tucker, pastor, gave out 
the hymns. The seasou wes a very plea
surable one. We could only wish that our 
brother Tucker had more to encourage and 
stimulate him in bis good work. We greatlr 
~ympatbise with him end bis beloved wife 
and family. There is something like a £10, 
debt for incidental expenses on the piece. If 
some kind friend would wipe off the score et 
e stroke, the pastor end frienils would be 
much more free to labour. We were ex
tremely grieved at the meeting to bear of the 
serious illne,15 of Mr, C. Lenton, of Clifton. 
God ~ant be may soon recover, end be in 
health, even as his soul prospcreth.-En. 

PRITTLEWELL, NEAR SOUTHEND. 
-A specie! service vras held in this Iitlle 
nnctuary on Wednesi:ley evening, June 9, 
when W. Winters preached to e heppy end 
attentive congregation. We should be glad 
to see this cause flourish, and brethren 
Potter, Ling, and ot!Jer'• hearts made glad. 
Friends from Greet Wekerlng, Canewdon, 
Rochford, end Southend, were present during 
the service. 

LITTLE BTONHAM, SUFFOLK.
Happy and successful ~ervices were enjoyed 
on the occasion of the anniversary on W bit
Wednesdey, when Mr. W. Winters preached 
two ser-mons. It was the best day the 
Stonbam friends have had for many years. 
Brethren J. Dearing, of Crowfield, end W. 
Harris, took part in the services. Brother 
Gr-lmwood's heart, as pestor, was much 
h• lped and blessed. Prai.e Ood, from whom 
all ble&&ing• flow. Amen. 
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NEW BARNET.-Mr. Adams, one of 
the committee of management of the cauoe 
of truth opened twelve months ego at thia 
place, ~nld-nt the llr•I anniversary of the 
opening, held on Whlt-Tue•day, June 15-
Uiot If nny minister of the Oo,pel, not 
slate !ly fixer! over a people, wl•hed for a nice 
healthy •pot lo live lo, be •hould advl•e surh 
to come to New Bunet, and they would be 
glad or his co-operntloo; also any friends of 
truth retiring from busioe,s, he (Mr. A.) 
and hi• brethren would be glad to welcome 
them to this beoutiful suburb, and to the 
cause of 0011 here, so that the hands nod 
hearts of those who were endeavouring to 
extend the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ might be strength~oed. The 
green, ivy-clad temperance hall, where thP 
services are held is situate on a mc.uot, not 
more than two minutes' walk from the rail
way station, and is approached by a path, on 
either side of which is ta•tefullv laid out with 
plnuts and flowers, inlersperseil with shrubs 
and evergreens, which renders !hia place of 
worship additionally inviting. '' Beautiful 
for situalion," soid Mr. Brain to us; " but 
not 'the joy of the whole earth.'" How 
delighrful it wBS to sit down in this quiet, 
clean, comfortable sanctuary, away from !be 
busy, bustling noise and slrile of the great 
metropoli•, and listen to the earnest, experi
mental discourse delivered by Mr. John 
Hazelton from David's plaintive interro
gation, " WhP.n wilt Thou rome unto me?" 
(Poa. ci. 2). Many were the expressions 
of joy and comfort realised from listening to 
the grave and fervent utterances of that 
highly-esteemed, Christ-exalting preacher. 
Mr. Joseph Brain, brotherol the devoted and. 
respecl•d Mr. Brain, of the Surrey Taber
nacle, pre,ided et the evening meeting, and 
after singing, " Kindred in Christ," and 
rending a porlion of God's Word (P,a. 
cxxii.), our brother, Thomas House, of Tot
tenham, prayed for the Lord's bl,ssing. 
Mr. Cooper, senr., one of the committee, 
rend their first aonuel report, from which 
we gather the following particulars:
" The committee de,ire to express their 
gratil ude to Ood for His l,lessing end 
guidence during the first yeer of the exis
tence of the cause. Tbe encouragement we 
have received in ev,ry way, eud lhe blessing 
of the Lord attending the Word, have in
duced us to go on, and tbii day we erect an 
Ebenezer of grntilude and praise. It is the 
earnest wi~h of many that • Church •hould 
be formed according to New Testament 
order-n•mely, Strict Ba111ist, which we 
trust will be carried out iu the course of a 
few mouths. We also pray that the Lord 
may send us• pastor who shell instrumentally 
build up Zion here. In finance we bn,e a 
balance in hand of 10•." The meeling wBS 
t~en aduressed by Mr. Evans upon sa1i>fac
bon, In the course of h•sremnrk• tbespeaker 
reminued the friends of the necessity of 
lookiug after the )Dung people and rising 
race. Mr. J,ynn fullowed on knowledge. 
Mr. Battson ~poke of' rhe work of grace in 
a soul regenernted Loy God !he Holy :;pirit. 
Mr. He1Jt·y Bruwn dwelt on the life and 

light of God in the heart. Mr. Reynold• 
made ,ome telline: remarks on" Whot oweot 
thou, my Lord 1" The colleclion amounted 
to over £12. There were friend• 11resent 
from Artillery-~t'!'eet, 1

' Prnvir:lenre," Jqling
ton, end various other places in London.
J. W. B. ,........, ~ COl'l/Fr?L.t:. 

CUBBERLEY,-The annive,-ary ser
vices in conoeclion with thi• Church were 
held on Whit-Monday, when lwo very 
edifying di•courses were delivered hy Mr. J. 
Burton, of Coventry, founded upon 1he first 
clau,e of l Peter ii. 5. The preacher divined 
his •uhject in the following- order :-(1) The 
foundalion ; (2) the material ; (3) the 
Master Builder; (4) the occupier. The ser
mons were big-hly appreciated by a g-nod and 
attentive congrega1ion, as w~II they mi11;ht be, 
for they were Scriptural, poetical, and ex
perimental. I saw in the crowd friends from 
Cheltenham and Foxcote, which •howed a 
kindly feeling as well a.s bro•herly love. Tea 
WBS provided between the serviceo, which was 
very refreshing after a lung walk, to which 
many are strangers. This cau•P, isolated as 
it is on the Cotswold-hills, continues to grow 
under the ministry of their pastor, who has 
been with them nearly six _years. A mutual 
feeling of love exists between bim and the 
people; but we are sorry to say that the tie 
(the same as all earthly ties) i➔ likely to. be 
broken. Mr. Jones's services are anxiously 
sought elsewhere. These matters we must 
leave to the great Head of the Church, who 
will arrange all things, both present and 
f,.ture, "according- to the good pleasure of 
His own will."-SPECTATOR. 

SUDBOURNE, SuFFOLK.-Tbe anni
versary of the Sunday-school in connection 
with the Baptist chapel was hel•I 011 Sunday 
and Monday, June 13 and 14. On Sunday 
.aHernoon the children recited their piece>, 
and sang appropriate hymn•, after which 
the pastor, Mr. W .. Larlle, gave an addre•s 
to the cuildren and parent,. On Monday 
aflernoon the children ai:tain met to recite 
more pieces and to sing. The chapel was 
well filled with an attentive audience. Mr. 
G. S. Martin (Alderton) opened the pro
ceedings with reading and prayer. After 
the children had given their piece•, Mr. R. 
E. Sears, of London, gave an address and 
distributed the prizes to the children, num
berin11; eighty; after which there was a 
pulolic tea, of which a large numh<r partook. 
At 6.30 another service wao hdJ. Mr. W. 
Ola•f,;DW, of Tunstall, read the Scriptu~s 
and prayed, and Mr. Sears preached. The 
chepei was well-filled at all tbe ser, ices, and 
good collections were takeu. Mio• Large 
presided BI the harmonium. A very happy 
season was enjoyed. 

CANEWDON, NEAR ROCHFORD.
A special service was held iu the P, imitive 
Melhodist chapel, on June 10, kimlly lent 
for 1he occasion, wheu W. Wiuter• preached, 
Mr. James Mo,s gave out the h_,rnn•, and all 
nppeared happy end prr fi 1ed by lhe occasion. 
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GLEM!,;FORD, 8UFFOLK.-On June 
2, •en·ire•, in connertion \\·ilh the recog
Dition of A. ,T. Word•• pR•tnr, were held in 
Ebenezrr ch•pel, end were lergt!ly ettended, 
and 1Jif1."hly epprecleted. Mr. Josleb Mor
llnf1.". of Over, opened the service in the efter
noon with e hJmn. Mr. W. Winters reed 
a suirohle portion of God's Word, end offered 
the recognition prever. Mr. W. Tooke 
&nr., stated the nature of a Gospel Church'. 
Mr. A. Morliog, of Brockley, gave out 
another hymn. after which, Mr. Big1r, one 
of the deacons, 1rave the reasons of the 
Church for iovitin1r Mr. Ward to the 
pastorate. Mr. Ward followed with an 
accou n I of hi• call by grace. Denr brother 
and Christian friends,-This day am I called 
upon to 11-"ive the reason of the hope that Is in 
me. I ..-es born July 30, 1854, in the villa11;e 
of Earl's Barton, Northamptonshire. I was 
the subject of deep conviction before I was 
,ix years of af1."e_. One Sunday evening, I 
remember the friends singin6, at the chapel 
where I attended, that hymn of Newton's 
"Bell-"one, unbelief "; and when they sang 
the verse,-

" Hit- Jove tn tlml"~ pa~t forbid~ me think 
He'll leave me at la.st m trouble to sink," 

I wept and prayed that I mi11-"ht never be left 
to sink into everlasting misery and woe. 
And in the Sabbath-school there were several 
hymns sung, especially the hymn begiening, 

"Amon11 the deepest shades or night, 
Can there be one who sees my waT? 

Yes, God is like a shining light, • 
Vr b1cll turns the da.rkoeBB into day." 

And knowing God could •ee me aa a sioner, 
I often feared lest I should die in that stale; 
but the lo,•e of rhe wo!ld grew strooger e.nd 
-bavinll-", naturally, a ligbr heart, I rri~d to 
drnwn these thoughts. In the Spring of 
1872, the dear Lord was pleased to bless the 
Word to my soul, through one of the sup
plies ( Mr. Batchelor, of Tring), the word• 
were: "Is it nothing to you, all ye the.I 
pass by? behold, and see if there be any 
sorrow like unto my sorrow, which i• dooe 
unto me, wberewirb the Lord bnlh afflicted 
me in the day of His fierce anirer." Now 
began a severe ~onfiiet, as I bad just got my 
liberty, being determined to break off all 
restuint of my God-fearing pa.rents, and 
fulfil the lust of my fleoh, and so I fought 
ae:aiost light and knowledge; and when 
trying to enjoy the pleasures of the world, 
the words would ofren rinj!.' in my ears," Is 
it nothing untu you?" Thus I went on 
from bad !o wo,.,..,, groaninir beneath a guilty 
conscience, ofren vowing if the Lord would 
forgive me I would not do so aireio, but all 
my vow• were in vaio ; the love of tbe world 
and my companions were too stronl!' for me 
to resiist; tbe inclination of my evil heart 
beiol!' bound up in them, I went on in this 
state fur •ix months, wbeo I felt constrained 
to J!.'O to a prayer meetiog, and there I re
ceived a •weet help from hymn 201, Den
ham'• selecrion, especially the ver.e :-

"l to Him mv alas coofese, 
Carry to Him rn.r dislress; 
And though great, my evils &rf>, 
Be preHrvu me from despair.'' 

I fell, if tbe>e were the Jon of the Christion 
oh, that their joys were mine; this rleepeneJ 
my trouble, fearln1r there was no bope for 
me. In January, 1873, I went to chapel as 
u•ual, and th•y •Rng that beautiful hvmn 
"Hall, ooverelgn love;" J shall never forget 
them •io~fol[ the 11eeond vel""e :-

" Ap:e.in•t the <Jod that rnleR the sky, 
I fought with hnnd upllrred hl~h, 
Despi•ed H lo rich &bounding g.-nce, 
Too proud to seek e. hiding-place."' 

This was ju•t my experience, my heart wns 
full. Mr. Tooke, Senr., preached from the 
words, "Who Is this that cometh up frum 
the wllderneo,•, leaning upon her beloved?" 
Under this discourse I was bruu11;ht into 
•piritual liberty, feeling ChriAt to be my 
l:leloved, and was enabled to leave my old 
corn pan ions and the ways ofs!n. I was then 
hrou11bt to love the mean• of 11:race, and was 
•oon led to feel a wish to join the Church 
having a desire to follow the dear Lord i~ 
the ordinance of His house. I applied for 
membership, and the Church accepted me as 
a candidate; I was baptized by Mr. Tooke 
February 26, 1874, and rectived into Church 
fellowship March 1 of the same year. I 
w11s in the Sabbath-school as a teacher, and 
the work of the ministry was laid upon my 
mind, and I felt an earnest desire for the 
welfare of never-dving souls, and ii became 
like a fire in my bosom; often I have gone 
ioto the roads and fields alone, and talked to 
myself. The words that were theo brought 
home with power to my heart were, "Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature," and which words never left 
me, but caused me deep anxiety, {or I 
shuddered at the tbouirht, reeling it to be so 
great and solemn work; and the following 
words tried me very much, " He that 
knowetb bis Master's wlll, and doetb it not, 
s~all be beaten with many stripes;" and 
"Whatsoever thy band findetb to do, do it 
with thy might," and other Scriptures. 
Still I felt it was too great for me, although 
there was a burning desire in my heart for 
the work. I was in this state of mind for 
nearly three years, but did net tell anyone of 
it but my heavenly Father; often I told 
Him that I could oot go, but still I could 
not get away from the words, He had put it 
into my heart. The Lord took all the 
pleasure from me lo bearing the word, and 
whether nigLt or day, the work of the 
ministry was upon my mind. At last I be
came so distressed In mind, that I was com
pelled to tell t be matter to one of our 
supplies ( Mr. Read), who said he would talk 
to me about ii, bul instead of that, he 
arranged for me to go to Walgrave, without 
my knowledire; and when be told me that I 
was to go, I trembled at the thought, Lui 
made it a matter of enrne•I prayer, that if it 
was God's will He would help me, aod II 
not, He woul,J not permit me to speak. Oo 
the first Su11day In March, 1877, I went nnd 
took the afternoon service, end spoke from 
the words of Da,id. "Come and hear, all ve 
that C.ar God, and I will declare what He 
bath. done for my soul." I '!!VBS blessed at 
the time with liberty, and the people beard 
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the Word with plensure. I preached for 
them, more or le••, •lnre that time, 1111 my 
coming here lo Olem•ford; often I hove 
fenrerl I Phould not hold on, but by His 
grRce I have been helped up till now. The 
ftnt portion of Scripture which marle me 
think there was a pastorate In •lore for me 
was, when I was In great trouble, and very 
anxious to leave my native pince-namely, 
"I wlll tarry at Ephe•u• unlfl Pentecost, 
for a great door, and an effectual, I• opened 
unto me." This made me feel that I was to 
stay in my preoent po•lllon till the dear Lorri 
saw flt lo open that door for me. I received 
an Invite from the Church at Olem,foril, 
which I could not accept till May 17, 1885. 
On the Saturday mornln11, previous to my 
first visit, I had much to contend with from 
within and without, and I told the Lord I 
mu•t either give up my business or long 
journeys, but the word• came wilh power: 
•• Oo ye out Into the highways; " and on 
my way, lo the midst of much prayer, the 
words came with such power: " Ye shall be 
as a beacon set upon a hill." I begged I 
might be a light to Hl• Church, and in 
anower to my prayer, the Word was bleo.•ed 
to the people, and I received three more 
Lord's-day's engagements, and then three 
months runnlnJ?, wilb a view to the pastor
ate, which, after much prayer, I felt com
pelled to accept; and during the three 
months I carefully watched the Lord's deal
ing•, both in providence and in grace, being 
very desirous to see His band clearly in the 
matter. I told Him I was unworthy and 
unfit for so great a work, bein1t ignorant, 
but He said, "Fear not, I am with thee;" 
and ''if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of Ood, who giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not;" and " He shall take of 
mine and show it unto you ; " and on His 
faithfulneos I rest. Mr. Ward gave a satis
factory account of the doctrines be Intended 
to preach. Brother J. Morlin11; then united· 
the band of the pastor elect with that of Mr. 
Big11; (who represented the Church), and 
implored a blessing upon the union. Mr. 
Crown, of KeddinJ?ton, 11;ave out the closing 
hymn. About 200 friends sat down to tea. 
In the evening, Mr. W. Hud,on, of Haver
bill, fi!"UVe out the opening hymn. Mr. W. 
Tooke read and offered proyer, and Mr. Bliss 
announced another hymn. Mr. J. Marling 
then delivered the charge, Mr, R. Page gave 
out a h)·mn, and Mr. W. Winters preached 
to the Church and coniz:rel!"ation, from John 
iii. 8; and Mr, Abner Morlinl!', of Brockley, 
terminated the happy meeting with prayer 
ond the benediction . 
. [We may, possibly, find space in our next 
issue for the notes of Mr. Tooke's, and those 
of Mr .. J. Morliog.-ED.] 

LEE COMMON.-In thi• lovely rural 
spot, far from the din of commercial life, 
stands o building, once used a• a day school
room, but now occupied as a sanctuary, and 
an excellent one It i• too. May 26 was a 
beautlrul day Jn the highest sense, and the 
dear Master'• presence was felt io some 
measure by the friends who met to celebrate 

the anniver,ary of the cau•e. We rlid our 
be•t to extol I he name of J e•u• •frernoon 
and evening, •nrl a r:rood company of friend• 
••t rlown to a su hslAnlial lea. Brother J ••· 
Pierce, deAcon, •nrl his jl'OOd wife, entert•ined 
us ri1<ht •umptuou•ly, with other dear friend• 
from Berkhnmp•teRd. Frienrlsfrom Che.ham 
were with u•, whom we were plea•erf to meet 
once more. We ore jl'lad the friends have 
been •ustained throui;:h another year. Bro
ther Pierce has our heartfelt •ympalhy, as 
he needs encouragement. The Lord is 
righrly learling him into u•efulness. Our 
heartfelt thanks is due to Mr. Butch•r for 
his valu•ble help in prearhiog Christ so 
frequently to thi• people.-Eo. 

GRAV E8END.-A n interesting service 
was held at Zoor chapel on Tuesday, May 18, 
to celebrate the ninth a11niversary of the 
pastorate of Mr. Frederick Shaw, on wbict. 
occasion Mr. Anderson, of New Crosa, 
preached in the afternoon a sweet and en
couraging sermon, after which a large com
pany sat down to tea in the school-room 
arljoining- the chap•I, which was decorated 
willl some choice plants, farnished by one of 
the friends. Jn the evening- there was a 
public meeting, at which the pastor presided, 
end stirring- addresses were delivered by 
Mes•rs. An~erson; Dexter, of Blackheath; 
Dalton. of Surton-at-Hone; and bv the 
senior deacon of Zoar. Mr. Shaw wai.-con
gra•ulaled on ba•ing served the cause as 
pastor for •o long, Rod hopes were expres.•ed 
that be mighL long continue to be in the 
future as much blessed as in the pa.•t and 
present. It is a pleasure to he able to 
record that peace and prosperity are in the 
ascendant. Additions are frequently made 
to the Church, much to the J!"ratificalion of 
the as.sembly. On the evening of Lord's
day, June 13, in the presence of e large 
l'ODgregation, three yPung women were bep
tized by the pastor, one of whom was the 
eldest daughter of tbe writer of I bis notice, 
for which he bas great cause of tbankf•rlness 
to the Lord for His goodness and mercy to 
both parent and child. A.o account of the 
rise an~ progress of the cause at Zoar appears 
in Sunday Words fur this week (June 
20), havin~ a representation of the chapel, 
and portrait of the minister, lrom photo
graphs by the writer.-!. c. JOHN SOY. 

ROCHFORI,, ESSEX.- We seriously 
regret to fiod this cause so low. Can ootbinll' 
be done to erect a new cb~pel? The people 
will not attend service in such a dilapidated 
place as the so-called chapel is. A nice little 
chapel could, we think, be erected for about 
,£300, on the excell•nt freehold site in the 
main street belonging to the Church. We 
are sure that if a respectable chapel were 
erected, and the pulpit supplied every Lord's
day with a good, sound preacher, the Strict 
Baptists would not merely lin~er out an 
existence, but even flourish well, a• there is
plentv of room f,,r •uch R cause in Rnch ford. 
Who "will l~n,I .£200, without interest, for a 
few years? It i• a pity tbat a cause of truth. 
should be entirely lost for the want of help. 
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SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK A~!'!Oc:tA
TION OF BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

The nnnunl meetinir <>f !he ~utr,lk and 
Norfolk A•~oclalton of Boptl•t Chnrche• was 
held in B large tent nt Grumll•hnrp:h on 
Wednesday and Thur•day, June 2 and 3. 
The meetinl?!' rommenced on the firot morn
ing et half-pa•t ten, when an ah•tract of 
lettern from the re•pective Churches was 
read. I o I he afternoon B sermon was 
preached bv Mr. ,T. Juli, of Cambridge, from 
EphPS. i. 7, and in the eveninir by Mr, J. 
H. Dearsly, of Clapton, from Eph·es. i. 10. 
The lent lo which lhese meetinirs are held 
wes pitched in the perk. kindly plneed nt the 
disposol of the Association by Mr. W. W. 
Hun!, 

The Moder•lor for the J·ear ( Mr. E. 
Marsh, of Lexfteld) presided at the mornin11: 
mee1inir, and among thooepreoent ...-ere-Mr. 
W. Gill, ofGrundishur11:h; Mr.S. K. Blend, 
secre1nry; Mr. Harris, and most of the 
ministern and me8"en11:ers wh0<e nnmeii ore 
l!"iven under the various Churches to which 
they belonir. After sin11iog end pr~yer, 

The Moderator delivered the opening 
addrffl!I. He dwelt on the a•pects of their 
meelio11: there that day. Its first ohject we• 
11,'l'lltilude that thev might 11:ive thanks to 
God for all that He had done for them 
Their oecond object was the mointenance of 
principle. They were not R<hemed of their 
position as Baptists ; they alm~st wished, as 
1ar 118 the words Strict and Particular were 
concerned, that they could wipe out the dis· 
tinction. hut they were drivrn to it by errol'l' 
that bad crept in among- the followern of 
Christ. They did not recog-nise man 118 
bein11: in a lapsed condition, but they believed 
in bis total depravity, and that it was beyond 
his creature power and will to change that 
will until God did so. The third ohjeet with 
which they were met tog-ether wa• mutual 
ben,fit for encouragement and edification. 
The moderator having dealt with this point 
at some length, then read the articles of the 
Assoristion, defining t,be doctrines of the 
Particulor Baptists, and eetting- forth the 
rules of the Association. He meatione<l that 
the A"8ociation was estahli,bed in 1830, and 
so far a• Grund,sburgh was concerned, lt bad 
tiii• year attained its majority. 

Mr. Bland, the eecretary, then read the 
letters from the Cllureheo, which be said all 
contained hearty good wishes for their meet
ings. That they might take as applyin11: to 
all without its being read. The prinl'ipal 
point• in the letter• ,..ill be found below:-

Wallu/,om.-Mr. F. W. Reynolds one.nimou,Jy 
adopt Pd ;4~ pastor aft.er suppl,\ ing for t~·elve 
moDihs. Thirteen memberi,1 rec.eived b.,· ba.piisru, 
two fn,m other cbnrc:l.lPR, four liave d'ed, Jea,\'ing 
IHI m~mbcrs: 90 Su11day RCb()larR, 10 1 f'BC[1-..n1, 

ri vi!J ... ge ~HationtS; ruesseDge, s, .M.ctisrs. Brooke 
-a.an P.11 tridge. 

Bttc1t'i.-Report very Cbf!f'riniz. Mr. L. H. 
Coll~ !Ja•I supplfod the pul1dt !or several mon 1 hs 
with wuelJ ec -,eptaDCP, e..nd lie \\ aEi ordained 
pa.,,wr on ..April 23. Se~ eu per,-oos bed tx>ea 
li.-ipLtzetl, aid two died cluri11g th~-' e,1r, 1oclurling 
M J s. 'J urner, e.ged 9:!, t\ ho ~·ae tia111 ized 78 y(•&r°' 
ago. 1'11 r~ werf' 134 men1bers 1 15'2 scbolanil, 16 
U:a.cl.Jc•r,.,aud 2 villa.ge etalfo1,e. Mesere. Vtrelt.on 
ar.i.d B11ckiDgham. Dlf=Siiengera. 

Hlllf..,,,.rlh.-C&n,e r,,r humiliation and eelr
examine..t.1on. Two members l1a,·e cHer\ tlurtng 
the yt·ar; onp, rre(~tv,d by bapth1m. 'l'ole.l mem
bers. 78; erhola1·A, 40; tl"'nchrr~. 0; 3 village 
e1e..tione; pR.st ,r, C11a,·lP-A Sugga.te; mcAsengerA, 
.Meeere. Brablns and Slone. 

Rritt!tirien. - MemberA 1 too: ,cbolo.re, IAO; 
teachers, 16; 2 vll111g,:) stations; p,u,tor, Mr. 
Hn .-. ham i moesengcr11, M.cesre. Storne and 
Jew,·r~. 

Fri.,to•.-Onr r& 0 tor, 1hou~b foellug the weight 
or fonr score yc11n, Blill ma.lnta.im1 hie vlgour. 
Member:-1, 41; "'cholarA, 79; teacher~. 7; pa.~tor, 
Mr. William Brown, who bas b,en wi1h us IUty. 
thrrse ye&rs; messengers, Messrs. Meadows and 
Bon·ell. 

G1•u71disb1tr11h..- The Chnrob ""elcome• the 
Aes"clatioo to Grunrlisbnrgh, boping that much 
goorl me.y result fr,1m the meeting. During lhe 
)·ear three mrmb, rs have been brip1 ized, and 
three be.ve died. Totnl membors, 169: ,cbolare, 
136: u•o.chern, 2'1: pa.•tor, Mr. W. Gill; mes
sengers, Messrs. Gre.y &nd Tyler. 

L=field.-Seveu &rtded to the Church by 
h;i.ptbm. Teo h:1.vo died this year. Members, 
197; schofa.rs, 162: tia.chers, 19; 9 villa.ge sta
tions, iuchld,ug Fra.mlingham. Pa~t 1r, Mr. E. 
Ma.rsh ; messengers, Me~sr~. Seame.ns and 
Gol lspink.. 

Wa1tlri,,gfteld.-Notblng very encouraging to 
report. One received by bo.,,tlsm during the 
y, ar. Membrrs. 63;, scholars, 79; teachers, 8; 
pe..stor, J. Andl'ewes i meHcnger3, Maesre. 
Collins e.nd B1 o JVO. 

Somersham.-A Y··&rorchang,.._ Two removed 
b,· death and three bave j,iined ns. M-Jwbers, 
43: scbolars,40: tearhere, li: 1 village sre.tlon; 
pa-.tor, Mr. E. Haddock; meeseagers, Kessn. 
B,Lr ker and Garrard. 

C,·ansford.-S1.,11 in a very low poeiLion; some 
memb1·rs have left and some we he.vefeltbound 
to sepe.ra1 t: from us; bnt t be Sunday-school Is in 
go,,d coodition. Members 31 i scholar~, 44.; 
teachers, 4; 2 vill'l~e st~tione: no pastor; mes
sengers, Messrs. Cook. e.nd Oooper. 

Occold.-The pastor lives 13 miles away, bot 
be is continually preaching the truth. Members, 
44; Bt:holartl, 63;, te:1.chcrs, 6 i pasror, Mr. S. 
llad,tocli.; messengt:re, .M.es:3rs. Burrows a.nd 
Hand;ek. 

Pu!ham-St.-Ma,·y. - Onr minister, Mr. Ben
J•min Ta.lior, ba• felt constrained to re•igo 
tbrou@h ago and infirmity. Members,_ 77; 
scholars. 35; teachPrJol, 6; 4 village er auone; 
mes.:enger),l, Meijsrt-1. Howlett and W. Bird. 

:Stoke .Ash.-Six m-mb,rsbe.ve,lied. Members, 
175; scholars, 170 i 6 tillage stations; pastor, 
Mr. C. H,11; messengers, Mes,rs. Knights and 
'l'aylor . 

.sutt.DTJ.-MPmbers, 44: ecbolars, 32; tePcbers, 
6: pa,tor, Mr. J. Cook; meseenger., Messrs. 
Quintin ilnd Coates, 

Risha11gl&. - M"mbrre, 101; echolaria, 68; 
tracbPirs, 9; 2 village Atalio1111; pa!-tor, Mr. G. 
Harris; meeAentn•re, Messrs. Perk and Locke. 

Bung,,y.-Stlll l\"itbout a pe.s•or. M, mbers.63; 
Fcb,ihtr", 33: tee.chrrs, 4; measenger:J, Messrs. 
Me.nol11g and Jetferit-e. 

Char,fr,eld.-l'wo membere b&ve di•d e.nd two 
r<'CeJvect during r,be l ear . .Mewbers, 48; t-cholare, 
60; 1ea.che, e, 10; 6 village 1-tationa; p~•tur, Mr. 
Ti, u, Field; me~eengers, M.Lssre. Wright aud 
I!&rn1,1rd. 

Wal.sham-le-WiUowa.-Members, 46: sebole.rs, 
30; tE'acherfl~ 6; 2 "TJlle.ge stations; p:aetor, Mr. 
llum8ey;.weescnger". Meetrl:!. Woode ant.l Kemp 

Hadleigh.-Eigl.it members acldetl by baptiBID 
dur,ni; tlle ye•r. A cbllcr,·n·s llilJJc-clase 1B 
held on S,turday, and is well altcudcd. Two 
memh, re havP died d11rlng Uie ye;tl'. Members, 
91: scholars, 8~: teHCh• rs, lti 6 v1)1;1pe scnt1ons; 
p.iero.-, Mr. Nonl1tldd: mei5!':engcu, Messn. 
Woolard and Wllite. • 
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Tmulall.-MembcrFI, lOt i i:1cholar~. AO; tAArh
ors, 8 i 7 v,llo.go ste.t.l,>1u1: pastor, J~r. Gla"1i1ow; 
mes..:e11ger ... , Mr.B~r~. Ford and Cul11n.'(ford. 

Fres.,i11gjleld.-Tbr,•c members or the Uburcb 
havo died during the ,,co.r, Members 62 • 
scholars, 70; te1:1<'hnr,,i, ri; 6 vill~ge FltAilon~; 
p&ator, Mr. Onfob nroome ; meA~engerF, McRsrH. 
Crane and Flat. 

/lo.rne.-Flvo mombcre bn.ptizad And fivP. re
ceived. Members. 109; scholartt, 160; tenchers, 
18; D vlllo.ae stations; pa .. tor, Mr. Denrnf'.e; 
meeecn~rrfl, Mcs•re. Merryman and ·rbornrlykt-. 

.Aldringhitm.-Fonr have died during the year. 
Members, r,7; echolare, 102; 1ee.chers, 16 i 4 
village ero.tlone; pastor, l\lr. H. B. B1·rry; mes
eengcrR1 MC'ssrs. Botwright &od Nicholle. 

Bm<IJ!cld-Our pastor has relinquished hi• 
aecularco.lling. Fi·'ie perRons have been baptized 
during tho yre.r. Members, 71:t; r-cholarti, 70· 
teacher~, 4; 3 Yillage sto.tioR!l ;. pastor, Mr: 
Willia.m Dixon; me.::1seoger~, Messrs. D. Bland 
e.od W. Scarfo. 

NorUJich-U1ford llill.-Member!-1, 14 7; scholars, 
llli ; teacher&, 21; pll.~tor, Mr. Puug ; meilsen
geni, Messrs. Harwin and Hovell. 

Stowmarket.-Th'J pastor has resigned. but the 
pulpit has been e.,ccpto.bly supplied. Member• 
43; messengero, Messrl!I. Ma.yes o.nd Death. 

In the morning of the second day Mr. 
Charles Hill, of Stoke Ash, preached a 
splendid sermon from Jude 3, and Mr. 
George Pung, of Norwic~, preachtd boldly 
from Rev. x. 1, 2. 

Tbe Secretary then read a letter from Mrs. 
Elizabeth Harris, of Greenwood, Barnet 
expressing good wishes for the success of tb; 
meetings, and enclosing a sub,;cription of 
£,5. Prayer was offtred by Mr. Brown, of 
Friston, and the audienee njourned to a 
capital dinner provided at the Board School. 
Thanks were accorded bv Mr. Bland to the 
various friends who had helped to make the 
meetings a success. Special thanks were 
tendered to Mr. W. Gill, pastor of Grundis
burgh, and to bis wife, for their united tfforts 
in helping to carry out the great work. The 
Association will (D.V.) meet next year at 
Rattlesden- Mr. S. K. Bland and Mr. E: 
Marsh are to be the preachers. 

CLAPHAM.-Twenty-eighth enniver
BBry of the pastorate of Mr. Henry Hall, at 
Ebenezer, Wirtemberg-street, took place on 
Tue,day, May 25. Mr. John Hazelton de
livered e sermon in the afternoon from " The 
prudent man forseeth tke evil, and hideth 
himself," &c. (Prov. xxvii. 12), from wbieh 
the preacher delivered au experimental, doc
trinal, and Christ-exalting sermon. After 
the refreshing cup had been served, the 
public meeting commenced by singing, 
reading, and prayer, under the presidency of 
Mr. James Lee, of Bow, Mr. Hush gave a 
few words, feelingly and forcibly to)J • out. 
on "Ye are Mv witnesses, •aith Ihe Lord." 
He, as the only-begotten of the Father, was 
a e:lorious witness for God ; ii i• only by the 
power of the Holy Spirit th•t we een, or are, 
enabled to bear wilnessof Hisabilify tosa,·e. 
Mr. Dearsly was grave and goou, and the 
three graces, faith, hope, and charity, in 
which the speaker referred to faith a• a vital. 
distinguishing prlneiple; hope buoys up 
aalvelion, aD<I it is the 11reatest possible ble•
elng to know that we have the lQve of God. 

Mr. Bn!bridge gave an nnr.lteriog teqtl
mony lo the sweetnPSs of Peter'• words 
"Unto you which helieve He i ➔ prPf!inuq_,: 
Mr. Tooke !lRVP. e,cpres-ion• or gratilurle for 
the mean• of 11,'•Ac•, e•p•cially the prayer
meeting. Mr. War~en illu~trated rrom per
•onal experience end oh,ervatinn the 
difference between the Anglican and Hornish 
priesthood end the priesthootl of Christ 
foun,lin'1,' his remarks on Heh. iii. I. Mr'. 
Bat.on discour,erl on " How great is Thy 
~oodne"'!, 0 God." Mr. Hand, for a few 
moments, •poke on the sweet strains of por
doning mercy. '' There is a river, the 
•tream• whereof m•ke ~lad the city of God." 
Mr. Henry Hall tl,ankerl chairman minister 
and friends, for their eounteo;tnce: contri
butions, and cheering words.-J. W. B. 

BA:VBRIDGE, IRELAND.-Mr. Sam. 
James Bonk,, the youngest brother of Mr. 
C. W. Bank•, our rlear departed fa1 her has 
just been pre•eotetl wilh a testimonial o~ lhe 
completion of hii twenty-first year'• pastor
ate, Some of Gur readers have oeen favoured 
to hear hi:n at Speldhurst-road end can 
testify to his ~eoial, Christ-like 'di,po•ition. 
We do most sincerely rrjoice at this manifes
tation of esteem and love to him hy his 
Church and congregation. The uoo•tenta
tious way in which it was presented cert ,inly 
arlrls greatly t" its value. Between £50 and 
£60 WAS quietly collected, end three gentle
men (Rev. Rubert Bo)'d, Dr. McClellaod, 
J.P., and Mr. _T. A:· Cro,ier) waited upon 
Mr. Banks at bis res1uence, and in the name 
of the subscribers pre;enterl him with it as a 
spontaneous recognition of the faithful work 
done by him (Mr. S. J. Banks) in the town 
and neighbourhood. and to show that hi• 
unsparing and self-denying effort• for the 
moral and spiritual elevation of the po0ple 
have not passed unnoli:,ed by his fellow
townsmen, as well ashy the Cbureh to which 
he i• immediately· associated. The Ban
bridge Rep_orter says: "We cannot help 
arkuuwled!!IUf/: the devoted anJ con,i-tent 
life-work of Mr. Banks in our midst, and 
hope he may be ahle to continue it for many 
years." We had hoped the wav would have 
been made plain for our beloved uncle to 
have ret_uroe<I ~o lhe land of~!~ na(ivity, and 
spend hi; remamrng )'ears w11h In; kindred 
and friends; but for the present that hope 
must be in abeyance.-J. W. B. 

BIRMINGHAM.-The cause of truth 
meeting in . ll~e Par_a,le Tabernacle <'hapel, 
under the m1n1,tryol Mr. H. W. Wakdl Id 
had its 8uoday-!'Chool annivel'!'ary service~ 
on Ihe moruing and eveoiog of May 30, and 
the eveoin11: of June 2, good eullectioo• bein,: 
reali,ed, the childre11'• singing rdl,c1iog 
,•redit on the traioio11: of Messrs. Henley Rud 
Lloyd, and the superintendent, Mr. ~mi1h 
leeling encourage<!, while Me;srs. 8an<lers' 
r•ylor, Barne,, and others, were delij;\bted 
to d<e the lruit of their labours passeJ )n 
review. 
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LOWER CLAPfON.-Speclel ioervl~ 
were held In Cbet,worth-roed on Sundav, 
Mev 30. Mr. J .• T. Cooler preached morning 
and· evening, 11nd Mr. P. Reynolds in the 
afternoon, On Tuesdey, June 1, Mr. G. 
W. Shepherd preached In the afternoon from 
P,a. xc. 19, 20. 21. A public meetin!I." in the 
evenin!I." we• preoided O\·er by Mr. C. Wil
f'Oll, who, in the eouroe of bis opening re
marks, ••id, We heve met to-dey to worship 
God, and to help, if we can, the friends here, 
l.00 that they ma~· be encouraged to go on. 
The ,u bject chosen for the speakers was 
•ome of our Saviour's d~·in!I." utterances, and 
Mr. G. W. Shepherd 11:ave an 11.ddre•s from 
"Father, for11:ive them, for they know not 
what thev do." The..•e were not the words oi 
an ordin.ary men, they were Christ's own 
words. He preached peace, and the common 
people heard Him gladly, Mr. Mayhew on 
"Thi• day sbelt thou be with Me in para
dise," said it was a•wift and ,rracious answer 
to the dying thief. Our young brother 
Thomas was earnest end •olemn while 
speaking from "M:,, God, My God, why bast 
Thou forsaken Me?" Mr. Moxham, •peek
ing on" I thirst," said.it is the thirst of God, 
the thirst of I mmenuel, God with us; ii is 
the thirst of man, it is the thirst of e perlect 
men, e men after God's own heart. Mr. J. 
Berri• led us gently to the throne of grace. 
The service of praise was hearty, the deacons 
and ladies did their best to welcome friends. 
Collections were good, and everyone said it 
was good to be tbere.-J. W. B. 

COBHAM, SURKEY. - We have to 
report tbet by the tender mercy of our 
heavenly Fatber, we have passed another 
anniversary at Cobham. Brother Bonney, 
of Guildford, ireve e ,rood discourse from the 
first verse of Rev. xxii., as brother Mitchell 
is suffering from a cold, end our deer brother 
Milcbell gave us an excellent discourse from 
Psa. xx. 5. Though we are but few in 
number, yet we rejoice in the Lord, for He 
has inclined the bearts of His people to help 
us, end tbe cbapel debt is now cleared off, 
for whicb we desire to thank our friends. 
The cbepel is freehold. The truth is but 
little cared for in Cobbem ; anything will go 
down. We trust the Lord will make bare 
His arm, for His name'ssake.-J. A. L. 

DALSTON.-Tbe neat little BBnctuary, 
Fores1-ruad. bas just been cleansed, painted, 
kc. On Tbursda:,,, Mey 27, the twenty-6rst 
anniverserv of the formation of the Church 
was beld. ·Mr. G. W. '3bepberd preached in 
the afternoon from" For what nation is there 
•o greet, who hetb God so nigh unto tbem, 
a• the Lord our God is in ell things that we 
call upon Him for.'• The preacher marked 
ou c the distinction very plainly between 
11,ose wbo are born nationally great, end rank 
among tbe nobles of the lend, and tbose who 
are born uf God, and ere bumble followers of 
the meek and lowly Jesus; end those who 
art princes of Ibis world, and tbose who are 
made kings and pries!Jl unto God by the 
µreciou, blood of Christ. Mr. Porter, who 
i> i:ww •upplying witb a view to settlement, 

occupied the chair Rt even In!! meeting. One 
of the deecons read an act>ount of the orl11;ln 
of the Church, which appeared In our 
eolumns a s.hort. time since, that in corn. 
memoratinp: this 2ht anniversRry they have 
much cause for 1tratltude and thankfulneos tn 
God for •endin1t brother Port,r in their midst. 
He commenced a six months' labour amongst 
them in January last; and during that 
period there bas been en Improvement In 
every way. School, Bible-ciaos, Tract 
Society (reformed end ma~lng about 100 
visits weekly), and Juvenile Mis•ionnry 
Society, with other auxiliaries, and the 
preached word. ell working on harmoniously 
together. After so many discouragements 
which they have experienced the last few 
years, it is, lo the Church end all who know 
them, very gratifying to have such e report 
We wish them God-speed. Tbe meeting 
was addres.•ed by brethren Reynolds, J. E. 
Elsey, J. H. Lynn, Harris, J. R. Wekelin, 
and others. We never before sew so many 
people in the plac•, nor under more cheering 
circumstences,-J. W. It, 

BRIGHTON. - Anniversary of Bond
street Sunday-school was held Mey 23. The 
pastor preached morning and evening. 
Special hymns were sung by the children. 
Attendance excellent, and tbe friends res
ponded llherally, so that co.lleclions were 
larger then on previous occasions. In tbe 
afternoon e service of sacred song, entitled, 
"Samuel," was given, connective readings 
by Mr. Masterson. Here we wish to say 
bow greatl.v indebted we feel to our brother 
Gough for bis unweerying elfurts in training 
the young people. end for the able manner in 
which the service was conducted, and which 
was so much appreciated. It gladdens our 
heart to find so much prayerful interest taken 
in the welfare of the young by e united band 
of teachers and devoted superintendents. We 
trust some of our dear young friends. ere 
seekin11: the Saviour. We hope on the lest 
ISabhatb in June Bl!"Bie to baptize. To God 
be all the glory !-M. 

NORBITON.-Tbe tenth anniversary of 
the opening or Zion chapel was held on Whit
!'tlonday. A very happy and enjoyable meet
rng was spent. About 70 sat down to tee. 
Mr. J. Clerk preached two excellent sermons, 
in the afternoon from Pse. cxxxviii. 8. The 
believer's confidence expre~sed, "The Lord 
will perfect." There ere no ifs, but•, may-he's 
or peradventures, but e positive "will per
fect ": anc! bow personal! "Lhet which con
cerneth me." The ground of his confidence, 
"Thy mercy enduretb for ever." The result 
of this confidence, e prayer, " Foroake not 
tbe works of Tbine own hands.'' lo the 
evening the text was from Ephesians iii. 19, 
"To know the love of Christ which pnssetb 
knowledge. The love of Christ is eternal, 
unchengeehle, end matchless. We can 
never fully know tbe cause and beginning 
of Christ's love to us, neilber can we com
prehend the greatness and tenderness of His 
love, nor completely know Ille worth, value, 
and preciousness of it, it pesselh knowbtlge. 
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ON JOINING A CHURCH. 
Amon1t the privileges Rrl,log out of vltRI 

union with Chrl•t here below may he ronked 
vMble e••oelntion with His members lo 
Church fellowshlp. All are agreed, RI leRel, 
so far a• our deoomloatlon I• concerned, a, 
to the propriety and de•lrablllly of joining 
the Church, a• It I• expre••ed, afler evidence 
of the Spirit'• work upon the eoul. The 
que,tloo arl•e•, How I• lhl• to he effected ? 
Nothing Rppeare to be more elm pie or appro
priote. Convey the intention to one of the 
deacon• or minister of the Church. This 
done, the next step is that the name of the 
candidate should be brought before the 
Church-meeting and their decision taken. 
But here, lo some case•, occurs a difficulty. 
An enquiry is made re,:ardiog the' applicant, 
who is io every WRY qualified, being- put off 
with the observation that be had better wait 
a while, and be bas done so for years wilb
out renewing bis application. He is dis
couraged, anti at this moment is wandering 
about among the Churches of truth, as they 
are rightly celled, without having vieible 
connection with any. 

Now it appears to me these things ought 
not to be so. The language, "Ye take too 
much upon yourselves," would here he 
rightly U8ed, and the spirit of the proceeding 
seems to savour of the condemnation of 
lordioir it over Christ's heritage. Indeed 
there is another aspect of the case which 
seems to be unrecognised bv the powers that 
be. I mean those in charge of these 
Churches so far as their order is cooi,erned, 
I think I do not overstate the case when I 
say that tboee who have the joy of Christ's 
love shed abroad in their hearts ere entitled 
to claim a piece in His visible Church below. 
As much as this is granted by the minister 
io one piece of worship I know, in which 
what J term irregularity took place. In 
one of his late discourses (and frequently 
the subject is e.lluded to) he stated rightly 
what a privilep;e it was for God's children to 
come to the Lord's table periodice.lly, end 
thus show their obedience end attachment to 
His ordinance. Such teaching, however, is 
diametrically opposed to the practice. J t is 
lamentable where teaching and practice jar. 

COLCHESTER.-Tbe school enaiversary 
services were held et St. J obn's-green chapel 
on Sunday, Mey 30, when the sermons were 
preached, morning and evening, by the 
pastor, Welter Brown, who also addressed the 
school in the afternoon, when many of the 
parents end friends of the scholars were 
present. On the following Monday a con
siderable company j!&thered for teR io the 
~choolroom, after which II public meetio11, 
was held in the chapel, which was well 
attended, Prizes were given to meritorious 
srholnr•, and presents made to Mr. Wigley 
(':forks of Josephus), Mr. List (Teacher,' 
!31ble), Miss E. Knopp(" Earnest Women") 
to recognition of !heir services. The report 
ree~ by the secretary (Mr.Dennis) showed 
RD mcrease of twenty-eight scholan end one 
teacher, making II total of 158 scholars and 

14 teecher8. The financial otatement g-ave 
£IO 180. ljd., eo received, and £12 2•. 41d. 
expended, leaving R hal•nce due to ,chool 
building food of £32 10•., and to trea•ureJ", 
£8 9•. 9rl., Mr. ond Mrs. G. 8. Knoop 
having collected .£,'33 8•., from which £14 
16•. lld. we• taken lo pay for cleaninl!,' and 
re-varni,hing of the chapel ; handed the bal
ance, £1811•. ld.,over tothe•chool buildin1t 
food. Mr. Dennis had also collected £.;, and 
£1 14s. 4d. was found in lhe cla••-room 
boxeo, subscribed by the elder scholor•. 
These amount.,, with lhe collection•, £8 o,. 
7d., end £1 11". 3d. from the tee-table, 
making a total of £34 17s. 3d. raised for the 
•chool funds. Affectionate and faithful 
laboor In behalf of the young will not !lO 

u orewarded, nor prove useless. We thank 
God end take courage. 

.....::..... 

BOURNEMOUTH.-The openin!!' •er
vices of the Cave Adullam Particular Baptist 
Meeting House, situate in the ~t. John's 
Wood-road, were held on Lord's-day, ;\<[ay 
16, 1886. Two sermons were preached by 
Mr. William Trotman, of Stonehouse, Devon, 
morniDII,' and evening:, end in the afternoon 
by D. B. Garnham, the pa,tor. The services 
were well attended, notwitherandiog the bad 
weather. A public meetinii: was held on 
Monday evening, the 17th, the pastor in the 
chair. Addresses were given by Messr• .. W. 
Trotman, W. Lea, of Farnham, W. J. 
Leaman, late of Torquay, and J. Ridout. 
Although a little cause, yet ~oodoess and 
mercy bath followed us all our days. 

TWO W ATERS.-The anoiversarv ser
vices of Selem chapel were held on J uoe 7. 
Two excellent discourses were preached by 
Mr. J. Warburton from Merk x. 9, "Whar, 
therefore, God bath joined tog-ether, let not 
men put asunder," and Psalm cxix. 105, 
•" Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a 
light unto my path." Ao excellent tee was 
provided, to which a· large number of the 
friends set down, many of whom came from 
long distances. end lo the evening- the little 
chapel was crowded. We also bad a good 
collection. By the smiling faces of the 
friends it appeared to be a good day to many. 
'i'be gracious old gentlemen seemed quite 
at home amongst us. May the Lord ble~s 
hii labours abundantly, end spare him many 
years to preach a free-grace, experimental 
Gospel to the pooreud needy.-J. PICTON. 

GRAYS, ESSEX.-On Easter Monday 
the usual meetings were held. In the after
noon Mr. Heymes,juo., reed the hymns. J. 
Kingston read and expounded Psa. cvii. and 
prayed. Our good brother Shew, of 
Gravesend, preached a powerful sermon from 
Heb. vii. 25, "Wberefore He is able to 
:-ave,'' &c., whi<"h caused some to exclaim, 
with emphasis, it was good to be there. .-\.t 
five o'clock a goodly number sat down to tea. 
Evening service commenced at 6.30. Brorber 
Shaw, by request, took the chair, reau Psa. 
xlvi., then called upon Brother Savell, of 
Raynbam, to be mouthpiece for us at the 
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throne or grace The cbalrmnn, after a few 
r.rellmlonry remnrk•, gave u• the words 
• Theo were th• di•ciples glad when they ea~ 

the Lord," a• the basis of his remarks, to 
show the reality or the resurrel'tion, thus 
proving the rlidnity of our blessed Lord and 
the acceptanre b~· the Father of His \'lcarious 
11&criflee. Brother Buttery followed with 
good wor~s upon the de11th of Christ 118 the 
subatitute of His people, and a word of 
exbortetinn, which we hope will be remem
bered. Brother T. J. H11II spoke next upon 
the words of the angels," He is not here, but 
ill ri•en," testif~·iog He was anointed a Prince 
and R Saviour, &c., J. King.too bringing up 
the rear with the words, "My God shall 
supply all ~•uur needs, sbowin11; the inrlividual 
suppl~·, posith·e supply, limited to needs, and 
yet illimitable ,upµly for all the people of 
God. Another hymn and the Benediction 
brou1rht t~e happy meetio11; to a close. May 
brighter days dawn upon Grays, is the 
earnest prayer of-JOHN K. 

WILLINGHAM, CAMBS.-Paul, in his epistle 
to the Romanf!..e~hort"' the Churcb of Christ•· to 
rejoice wit.b tl.l('m tba.t do rejoice." There are 
certain sra..-ons "'·hen we feel no Jonging:-1 to ta.kc 
down our b~rps from the willowe,&nd with them '° prai•e the goodness of our God. Tbe month 
of June ,~a.s ushered in with four belte'fers.bcing 
immersed. and burled with Cbrist io baptl•m. 
The same da~ these werercce1vcd into 1be Church 
by our es,eemed brother, John Frohock, the elder 
deacon. Our eara.C'St, desire is that tl.Jese tour are 
an eu.rriest of '"till larger blc-ssinge. O.c. June 14 
we cclcbra1 ed the usual Wbll-Mooday services 
and t(a.. :Mr.Deiter.of Lee,Kent,prcached two 
excellent aud most applicable strmor.s. In tbe 
aftcruooo be dre,\"'" our a.uenttou to :! Car. i. :?:l, 
~- \\'bo hatb ~eaLd us, o.nd gi~en the earnest of 
the Spirll ln our heurts." Tlle scaled and sealing. 
and tlle earr,est thereof, was dexterously wrought 
oat. Over 240 toc1k tea. In the <•Vening a ver_v 
large gathe1 ing met to t-ing God1s praises, and 
m1nglecl t.hcir prayers at tl.J.t> throne of grace. M.r. 
Dexter wai,, ~uided by tile HvlJ Sp1rit to select a 
wost suit<1 ble tcxr, .. If all.)' man thir:-t, let hiw 
come unto ~r- n.nd drink." We aoticipatcd and 
realisen a glorioueGo~pel feast ft om tbe fountain 
Head, and" e were not dise.ppo11Jted. Attbe close 
of the day the congregation joined most bea.rtily, 
feclmgly, and cheorfu.lly io sin.gillg,-

.. For evu-y tbirscy, longing heart, 
Here streamti of bounty flo,v." 

Thus ano•ber blessed, memorable, and happy 
he&ton 1 olled awa.y ; but tile sweetnes-i of 1t will 
remaiu fur da) s tu <:ollJe. ·' Thus fa.r our God ll~ 
led us on." .A.lid. if the Lord permits, we o.re 
looking for an earthly curonatton (which we 
expect will take })lace on tbe next B&n.k Holiday. 
tirst .M.on<iay iu Augu6t, when the newJy-eJected 
mlni.t,ter will bf' pa.!Jlidy identified as uuited to 
ibe plOplc of Gou here e.s their pasLorJ. The 
ordmath,n dervke will te.ke plact: on August :1. 
Up to tbk present !Jour the Lord bas been very 
good aod w,ndtul of ua, keeping u• lo the bond 
of lol'e and peace. •• 'Io Him wLo bai; loved us, 
and washed u~ in Eis own b]ood, be all the 
praise.'' Like the blc.s!:it:d ones in hea.\'en1 we 
CcUJt oursf::'l, ei, ~fore Hiti fet:t aud atscr1be all 
glor.r tu H1ti c:terIJe.l a.nd gloriuua uawe. 

!Jirtgs. 
On M&y 22, a.t Lorn-roa.d, Br1:z:ton, the wHe or 

F. C. Pat1.11:u.10, uf 11, 110n. 

@ur [omb-sto1tca. 
We regret to record the deo.tb of Mr. w 

CR!l)OUU•r, poaror ol the Church 1tt Irrhllng. 
borough, which took place on Snudo.y morning 
June 20, at 7 a..m. Hie enJ. was peace. w~ 
expect to he able to furnieh " blogrephlc•l 
notice or our dear bt·otbcr, wboec m·cmory we 
cheri~h. 

We """ rloeply gric~cd to have to record the 
audden dep1nture ol Mre. Clnylon, or Great 
M&rylebone-etreel. She was t be daughter of 
the late Mr. \\'illian1 },enncr, and onl\' sister of 
Mr. Riche.rd Fenner, of Rye-lane, 

0

Pcrkham. 
Knowing her &nd her family so well, we deeply 
aympatblse with the bereaved. Mrs. Clayton 
WRB & devout, sincero. boneAt, and humble 
Chrlelin.n.. About tb?'('e years ago she wo.s left 
a widow, o.nd now she Is taken-leaving tlvc 
orphans to mourn their lose. As a mother a 
woman or busines!il, e.nd o. follower of Obrist 'tt 
would be lmposeiblo witb words too blgbly to 
estimat.e her worth. From a letter we he.ve re
ceived from our brother, Richard Fenner we 
e>."tract the following:-" On Sunday, May 29, 
my dear a.nd only Edster, Mrs. CJo.yton, was 
suddenly called to her eteronl reat. At 10 o'clock 
in the morniug she was as well as ever, and in a 
few fleeting mir..utes, In a flt, her spirit was 
1 a ken to entor into that rest that rema.inet.h for 
the people of God. To her de&r children (live 
in number) it Is a a11.d event, but we have this 
staff to lean upon, "I will be a Father to the 
fatherle~s.' &c.. My d<e.r shter was one of those 
favoured ones-blest with e. bright hope aod a 
cbeerful spirit, always endeavouring to do goort 
and I o convey consolation when and whero it 
laid in her power." The memorial card r,ada: 
•· In loviog memory of Jemima (lltooie) Cl&yton 
who died May 29, 1896, In. her 47th yce.r. ' 

"
1 For ever with the Lord, 

Amen, so let it be.'" 

l!&y the Spirit of 11.ll truth give to the bereaved 
the sweet conaolatlons of the Gospel for E'D· 
coura.gement aod support lo this hour or trial. 
Our brother, Ricbard Fenner, ha~, we think, but 
on.e broth<r lelt; but It la gr&1ifyiog to know 
that he (Samuel Fenner) is preacbing The Goapel 
in America. How true is it, ,: I1'riend after 
friend departs~ ,, and these strokes of Ilia 
providence forci~ly remind ua thnt we &re 
mortal God sanctify thia Aolemo event to them 
aod to our good, for Christ'• a&ke, Amen.--
J. W. B. 

Ou Lord'•-day, June 20, the beloved &nd 
all'ecLlooate wife of Mr. Samuel l,u~low, aged 41, 
of Cotney H&tch; le&vlng him with 11 sorrow
illg children. The Lord'• will he done. 

Mra. Lee died In the Lord on June 6. Her 
memory extended back ~ixty.aix year~, when 
she heard Mr. Henry Fowler pr,ach io Birmiog
ham before be left for London; Mra. Lee being 
then & girl fourteen years of age. Sbe was a 
Strict B&ptlat, and asaociate~ with the truth 
a.bout three quartt·rs of e. century. 

Oo May 17, •t the Union Workhouse, Biggles
wade. Beds, John 'l'aylor, &gcd 76 y,ara. He 
wae, for ru&ny years au honourable member ol 
lbe Cburc!J &t llluuham, Bed,. He did not want 
to get better, but lle longed to be gone. HJ• 
end was peace. 

On Juae 8, at Langford. Beds, Mrs. Tanner, 
aged 73 y~ars, widow ut liichard Swilll Te.nn~r, 
who we.a a. formc·r pai=tor or ProvlC!leuce Et11ct 
B&pli•t Ch&pt•l, Bigglcawade, Ued•, fer 13 years. 
Sh0 was iuterred i11 the same grave as ber late 
!Ju,b&od.-E. S. K1";· 

Mr::i. M~rcy Den1dson, widow of the late Jo~n 
Deunisou, Tbaxted, E1::1~ex

1 
aft.Ha loug Bnd pain

ful illness. e~tending c,,·cr eleven )8&1"S, foll 
a1Sleep in Jesull, Ma.v 27, aged 87, o:xac Iy one 
\'eBr after the <leatl.t uf my clear fathc·r. -
BE.' JAlllN DE.,NISQ:S. 



"Jet ~rofgtrly Joue tontinue." 

LOVE is a theme which ministers of the Gospel and men and women 
of every age have delighted to dwell upon. Pulpit, pen, and press, 

in strains most eloquent, have tried to tell out its meaning, power, and 
influence, bat all have freely acknowledged their inability to unfold the 
vastness of this great quality; and yet every true believer feels an 
inexpressible pleasure in dwelling npon it. It is a subject so sublimely 
grand, so sweetly delicate, that one is lost in contemplating upon its fnl
ness. It is truly likened to an ocean " without bottom; brim, or shore.'' 
In a natural sense love will never rest until it has achieved the object of 
its affection. It is so, even in a far higher spiritnal sense. Anyone 
influenced by the love of Christ in the soul, cannot find any real rest 
unless that soul realises the presence and power of the love of God in 
his own heart, and can read his title clear to the house not made with 
hands. Such an one finds no book so blessed and so fall of heavenly 
manna for the soul to feed upon as God's own Word; such an one finds 
no company with whom he can associate as the children of the Most 
High; such an one can find no place so suitable to him as the house of 
God, for he can sing with the immortal Watts,-

" There my best friends, my kind.red dwell, 
There God my Saviour reigns." 

Hence this divine love brings anion-spiritual union, a blessed 
unity of spirit, inexpressibly sweet, and a sacred secret to which the 
worldling is an entire stranger; and wherever this union is formed it is 
indissoluble, always binding. Storm-waves may arise, the enemy may 
come in and cause a temporary divisiQn; bat it will never be altogether 
broken. This union is of divine origin. It dates back from before time, 
which is confirmed by the words of the inspired prophet, wherein he 
says, " I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with loving
kindness have I drawn thee." It is a bond so tightly drawn by the 
cord of God's love, cemented by the precious blood of Christ through 
the Holy Spirit's power, which renders it impossible for the world, self, 
or the devil to disunite. This is a trnly gracious reality, and especially 
when sweetly realised by the sanctifying influence of His Almighty 
wisdom, mercy, and love. What a glorious, happy fact, that neit.her 
tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, or sword can 
separate the relationship of the child of God from his heavenly Father; 
and nothing can effectually and for ever divide His living family. Jars 
and discord will come, as we are reminded, and that very forcibly, too. 
by the apostle James, whose epistle might do as much good if we were 
~o read it more freqaently, and endeavour to car~y out the practice o~ it 
in our lives. Whatever painful or unhappy circumstance m3:y arise, 
whether from self, sin, or Satan, to create a temporary sepa~at1on, the 
Word of God tells u11 throucrh the great apostle of the Gentiles, " that 
ne!ther death, nor life, nor° angels, nor p_rincipalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depths, nor any other 

Vo, .. XLll. AUGUST, 1886. 



280 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

ereature shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus onr Lord" (Romans viii. 38, 39). 

The four words at the head of this paper are very comprehensive, 
they are, as onr readers are aware, the words of Holy Writ, and are t~ 
be found in Hebrews xiii. 1. Just look at them separately; the first ie 
a very small word, but seen in its fnllest meaning, it contains more 
than appears on the mere surface-'' Let;" take it as expressive of the 
action of a superior over subordinates, and in connection with the other 
three words, we have perfect unity. What an inexpressible blesaing if 
we are interested in the active sense of the word, and are not allowed to 
follow the dictates of our own vile, worthless, and corrupt, natural 
inclinations. 

"Brotherly" is a term indicative of relationship; brothers, naturally 
have one father, one parentage; it is so with the whole family of God' 
they have bnt one Father; by nature, a lost, ruined, and rebellious race'. 
l,ut, through the sovereign good pleasure, mercy, grace, and love of God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, saved by the 
predestinated good pies.sure of His will. As it regards the Lord J esns 
and poor sinners, we have in " brotherly love" a grand display of the 
matchless, mercifnl lovingkindness of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, an indescribable blessing, beautifully sublime-yea, the unfolding 
-of the majesty and condescension of Jehovah. The vigorous, firm, 
undeviating, undying love of the God-man, Christ Jesus, is seen in the 
term, "brotherly love." The fourth word, "continue," is expressive 
-of perseverance; whatever promise God has made in His Word, on 
behalf of His chosen family, the same will be carried out by Him; we 
are changeable creatures, He is "the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
-ever." May we all be favoured with His grace to live under this divine 
and holy injunction: "Let brotherly love continue." 

We have been silently led to make these disjointed remarks through 
the notice which appeared on the first page of last month's EARTHEN 
VESSEL, respecting the 

"NEW EDITORIAL ARRANGEMENTS." 

Ever since we first became acquainted with Mr. William Winters, of 
Waltham Abbey, there has existed between us a spirit of unity and 
Christian love, and that has never waned; we have always felt a strong 
attachment to him, and it is mutual-it is, we believe, born of God, 
enhanced by occasional fellowship, and will never terminate. Mr. 
William Winters is the chosen editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL by the 
voice of God and by the voice of the people; not only so, but William 
Winter6 is the man who was predicted by the late deeply-regretted and 
highly-esteemed Charles Waters Banks to follow him. So long as three 
or four years ago our late dear father said to Mr. David Stanton, of 
Little Alie Street, '' Brother Winters is the man to take my place after I 
am gone.'' The same remark he made to others. For years the people 
all over this land have been saying to us, "I suppose Mr. Winters 
will conduct the EARTHEN VESSEL when your father is gone.'' When 
the time came we felt we had no other course to pursue but to com
municate with him, telling him the bent of our mind; the outcome of 
which was the suggestion to amalgamate the Gospel Herald with the 
EARTHEN VESSEL. The suggestion came to as from all quarters, and, 
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seeing it was calculated to unite the Strict Baptist denomination, and 
that without making any material difference to ns, we felt we ought not 
to stand in the way. If we are the means of thns uniting the denomi
nation under one organ, we hope the day is not far distant which shall 
declare it to be the right thing ; if the name of Jehovah is glorified 
thereby, we shall only be following the command, "Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God," &c. (Matt. vi. 33). 

To return to the motto at the head of this paper, before closing this 
article we are impressed with a desire to draw attention to the practical 
support given during the past months by the London Churches to the 

SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK HOME MISSION. 

We rejoice to see the increasing interest manifested by the Strict 
Baptist body to missionary effort, and especially by onr friends in this 
great metropolis; to us this is more than cheering. Mr. W. J. Styles, 
the London correspondent of the society, has been indefatigable in his 
labour on its behalf, and we !I.re sure the report which appears in another 
column of onr present issue will be read with mnch interest. One good 
resulting from the support given by London to it is, that it affords the 
lovers of truth in this city an opportunity of hearing Mr. Charles Hill, 
of Stoke Ash, which numbers avail themselves of with pleasure and 

profiTt. • th . h" h • t· l . f here 1s one o er society w 1c gives prac 1ca expre!ls1on o 
'' brotherly love,'' and is but seldom noticed by ns-it is the " Particular 
Baptist Minister's Fund.'' The committee of this fund have been the 
means of rendering great help to some of our Strict Baptist needy 
pastors, and should not be passed by unnoticed. 

The Lord's Poor Fond, too, is another institution which gives a 
decided proof that the divine and holy injunction, '' Let brotherly love 
continue,'' is not unheeded; and many are the expressions of gratitude 
to the Lord and kind donors which we receive from the recipients of 
the same. Let us all, then, praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
and take courage and go on our way rejoicing. Such is the desire of 

Yours faithfally, 
JOHN WATERS BANKS. 

GOD'S WORD THE STRENGTH OF THE SOUL. 
"All flesh is as grass, a.nd a.II the glory of man a.s the flower of grass. The grass 

withereth, a.nd the flower thereof fa.lleth a.way: but the word of the Lord endureth 
for e,·er " (1 Pet. i. 24, 25). 

WHO has not proved with the apostle Peter the troth of the deep 
meaning of the above passage ? In it we have not only a 

solemn truth, but a great lesson. Slow as we are to learn lessons, there 
can scarcely be one before whose eyes these lines may appear, bat what 
has proved the frailty, the sinfulness, and the utter worthlessness uf all 
flesh. Of the frailty of all things in nature, we have daily proofs all 
around us. The tree puts forth its tender shoots, which in due time 
burst into leaves and branches ; it bears fruit, and for a time it 
flourishes in luxuriance; but presently the leaves begin to lose their 
brightness, a change of colour is perceptible, and slowly the process of 
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decay goes on till lea~ after le~f falls away and dies for ever. It is just 
so with man; he sprmge np hke the grass, he continues for a season 
and then passes away for ever. Noah lived to the great Rge of nin~ 
hundred and fifty years, bnt he died. Abraham lived one hundred and 
l!eventy-five years, and he died. Job lived to l!ee his son's sons, even to 
four generations, but he also died; and if, as he says, his life was but 88 
a vapour, then the life of the present generation must be less than a 
vapour. The appointed time of man's life is threescore years and ten 
yet if by reMon of strength they be fourscore, yet are they years of 
labour and sorrow; and be our lives but short or long, death will surely 
come to all, because " death is appoinLed to all men,"-it is the wages 
of sin, and the inevitable lot of the righteous and the wicked alike. All 
will believe in the truth of this passage, so far as it compares flesh to 
grass-and the similitude is so striking that it may be understood by 
the most simple-but have we learnt with St. Paul that in the flesh 
dwells no good thing ? Are we trusting in the human, or have we 
learned with poor Job, and many more, to cease from man whose breath 
is in bis nostrils? " Cursed is man that trusteth in man, and maketh 
an arm of flesh his stay," says Jeremiah; and have we not found it so? 
How often have we trusted in a friend and bEen sadly disappointed? 
aye, even in the best of friends. Like Job, we have thought, though the 
worldling despises and mocks, yet in these my Chri"stian friends I shall 
surely find sympathy and help-ha:. alas! they did but aggravate bis 
distress; and as if this was not sufficient, his own wife-the wife of his 
bosom-tarns and tempts him with " Curse God and die." Reader 
have yon ever been brought to this low estate? Have you with burst: 
ing heart and wearied spirit, while under some severe trial or bereave
ment, been enabled to cease from man, and to pour out your heart to 
Him whose ear is never weary? And now, as if your bitter cup was 
not quite full, has the Lord seemed to turn a deaf ear to your groaning? 
Marvel not at it: it must be so, to show you that all flesh, without 
exception, is as grass. Not only Job and many more have been with you 
here~ bat ,Jesus Himself has been here before yon. Yes, He trcid the 
winepress alone-He wandered about footsore and weary, and had not 
a place whereon to lay His head-He came to His own and they received 
Him not-even His faithful disciples forsook Him and fled. Yes, He 
had to drink the bitter cup alone: and what must have been His agony 
when even the Father hid His face from Him! Are we oppressed with 
some temporal trial-He bas endured trials before us. Are we often 
tempted-He was in all points tempted like as we are. Do our sins lay 
heavy upon us and cast us down-He bore all our sins on the Cross. 
Are we in poverty, despised by men, and afflicted-He was the same. 
Are we in any trouble-" Call upon Me in the day of trouble, and I 
will deliver thee." Tribulation, more or less, is the lot of most Christians: 
some have it in one form, some in another. Why some should have a 
much larger portion than others, is often a question with many of u~; 
but He who is all wisdom can do nothing wrong, and, therefore, this 
must not be a barrier to our faith. The writer, though not yet thirty 
years of age, has had many years of severe struggle with affliction and 
poverty-he is still in the struggle, with no apparent sign of improve
ment. This often causes much darkness and distress, in which bard 
thoughts of God will often arise, but we must not question these things; 
doubtless there is a cause for them, or it would not be so. Qc>'l's ways 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 233 

are not our waye, nor Hie thonghte- onr thoughts. We may never 
know the cause here, but " what ye know not here, ye shall know here
after." Flesh may, does, and will fail ; friends will sometimes fail; 
sorrows and death will come; all here will pass away; but, blessed be 
God, one thing can never fail. No, the word of the Lord shall stand 
for ever, and not one jot or one tittle shall fail till all be fulfilled. 
Reader, once more-Are you "poor in spirit" ? Are yon one of those that 
mourn? Do yon "hunger end thirst after righteousness"? Then think 
of this:" The word of the Lord endnreth for.ever.'' Yours, He declares, 
is the kingdom of heaven. May we be led to see what flesh is, to look 
less and less to the creature, and more to an Almighty Helper. While 
we remain on the earth we shall still have the flesh to contend with, and 
perhaps have to cry out again and again with Paul, " 0 wretched man 
that I am, who shall deliver me from this body of-sin and death:" 
But, like Paul, we shall be delivered, and then-

" Sin, my worst enemy before, 
Shall vex my eyes and ears no more; 
My inward foes shall all be slain, 
Nor Satan break my peace again." 

w. c. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SUFFOLK AND 
NORFOLK ASSOCIATION OF STRICT BAPTIST 

CHURCHES, JUNE 2ND AND 3RD, 1886. 

INSIDE THE TENT. 

OPENING service, after singing and prayer. The Moderator, Mr. 
E. Marsh, delivered the annual address to the ministers and mes

sengers of the associated Churches, and all who love our Lord Jeans 
Christ in sincerity and truth. He said: The grace of our Lord Jesns 
Christ be with you, and may the divine Benediction rest upon ns 
through all our services. By His grace we are assembled, but for it we 
bad been strangers to Him and to each other. 

We rejoice in this grace as the divine power that unites us in one. 
All the glory of the world would have failed to bring this gathering. 
Many miles have been traversed by Zion's pilgrims this morning in 
joyful expectation of meeting with each other and the Lord; and, as 
greeting after greeting comes, the Lord be with thee. Our hearts 
rejoice in the cheerful response and with Thy Spirit. 

The grace of Jesus is ever associated with His sacrificial excellency. 
His name declares Hie work, and the work is worthy of His name. 
~is divine power and sacrificial excellency ever stands with anointing 
mfluence. He is anointed to bless us. His hands are filled with 
ascension gifts to bestow on His blood-bought Bride. The objects of 
our gathering are:-1. To EXPRESS OUR DEVOUT GRATITUDE. 2. 
THE DEFENCE OF PRINCIPLE. 3. FOR MUTUAL BENEFIT. 4. THE 
MASTER'S GLORY. 

1.-Devout gratitude that we are here. Many of our brethren 
are on beds of suffering. Gladly would they have joined us this 
morning. Let them have our prayerful sympathies. We would bless 
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onr God for health and strength to meet with His children. We are 
grateful for sparing mercy. Some have been called away, They did 
their work. Now they rest from their labours. Their names are frag-

• J'Bnt, bnt their voices are hushed. We are spared. We are grateful 
for upholding grace. Some have fallen back, and we, too, had done 80 . 

but we have been preserved, and are the living witnesses of Hie powe; 
who keepeth the feet of Hie saints. Who maketh thee to differ can 
only be answered in the words of Paul, " By the grace of God I am 
what I am." 

II.-W e are gathered for the Defence of Principle, not to propagate 
opinions, bat to maintain the truths of Christianity against the inroads 
of error and superstitions. Our God is one Lord, Trinity in unity, and 
unity in Trinity. Christ Jesus is a divine Perf!on, in whom dwells all 
the fnlness of the Godhead bodily, the one Mediator, whose work in 
covenant surety as a Saviour is perfect. We assert that man by sin is 
not lapsed, bat ruined, by nature dead in trespasses and sins, ~nd only 
by the quickening power of the Holy Spirit is he made a new creature 
-born again. That all for whom the Saviour stood as surety, redeemed 
by His blood, shall be gathered by His Spirit, and have repentance 
towards God and faith in oar Lord J esns Christ, and :finally appear with 
Him in glory. That all dying in impenitency are shut out from the 
presence of God, punished with everlasting destruction, where the worm 
dieth not and the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever. 
And oh! we do earnestly pray that the Spirit of God may attend the 
Word. We preach in living,saving power that many may hear, and fear, 
and flee from the wrath to come to the only hope set before them in the 
Gospel. We contend for the divine constitution of Church fellowship, 
and seek to maintain the ordinances of oar Lord in primitive purity. 
Baptism by immersion on a profession of faith in Christ as a pre
requisite to Church fellowship and Church fellowship as a pre-requisite 
to the Lord's Table. 'fhe communion of saints with each other and the 
Lord in the memorials of His sufferings and death. We regard the 
Church's power as executive, not legislative, holding Christ to be our 
only Law-giver and King. That loyalty to His Crown is the only way 
of declaring our confidence in His Cross, and practice the best defence 
of principle, a godly life being the only demonstrative proof of the pos
session of grace. Onr loyalty to Christ demanding that we live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in the world, doing good unto all men, especially 
to the household of faith. 

III.-We are assembled to-day for spiritual edification, the encour• 
agement of each other in the work and things of God, to render help 
to the weaker Churches as far as oar means and the liberality of our 
friends enable us; and with confidence we look to the issue of oar 
gathering, believing that our labour is not in vain in the Lord, and that 
He is in onr midst to-day. 

IV.-The Mas!,er's glory would we seek in all things. I com
mend to your consideration the fact that we are to be to the praise of 
His glory; we call Him Master and Father; be it ours to fear and honour 
Him, and may He be glorified in our present position, labours, and 
service. Our lives of obedience and ascriptions of praise, and oar 
motto shall be, " Christ is all and in all." 

The Moderator having read the articles of association, a hymn Willi 
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enng. The hon. sec., Mr. S. K. Bland, of Ipswich, read the letters from 
the Churches, each sending a greeting to the assembly and a report of 
their state for the past year. 

The morning service was concluded with singing and prayer by the 
Venernble W. Brown; and, during- the collection, the secretary read a 
letter of greeting from Mrs. Elizabeth Harris enclosing £5. The 
assembly then adjourned to dinner. 

AFTERNOON AND EVENING SERVICES, JUNE 2ND. 

Opening hymn; reading and prayer by Mr. Dexter. It is a custom 
of the Association to select two ministers from the visitors, to preach in 
the afternoon and evening of the first day. The lot fell upon Mr. Jnll, 
of Cambridge, and Mr. Dearsly, of London. 

The annual association sermons are preached on the morning- and 
afternoon of the second day by associate ministers, appointed the 
previous year (D.V.). Mr. Charles Hill, of Stoke Ash, and Mr. G. Pang 
were elected for the present year. 

Mr. Juli preached a sweet Gospel sermon from Eph. i. 7: "In whom 
we have redemption through His blood: the forgiveness of sins according 
to the riches of His grace." In some sermons yon might as well look 
for a needle in a bay-loft as to look for the Gospel; like cheap pictnre
frames, there is plenty of gilt but not an atom of gold. Brother J nil, 
like Jonathan, bad evidently dipped the tip of his pastoral staff in the 
Gospel honey-comb which had enlightened his own eyes, and we believe 
also bis hearers (1 Sam. xiv. 27). 

The preacher divided the text:-lst, REDEMPTION; 2nd, FORGIVE
NESS; 3rd, THE RULE BY WHICH IT IS BESTOWED. 

1.-REDEMPTION.-Our Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ the 
Beloved-twice attested by the Father at His baptism: " This is My 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased," and in the holy Mount, "This 
is My beloved Son, bear ye Him." . He is the image of the invisible 
God, the Head, in all things to have the pre-eminence; "for it pleased 
the Father that in Him should all fuluess dwell." The spouse says of 
Him, " This is my Beloved and this is my Friend, 0 ye daughters of 
Jerusalem;'' and He is the Beloved of the individual child of God. 

In Leviticus we read, if a brother waxed poor and sold himself, the 
next-of-kin could redeem him. We, lost and ruined by sin, had sold our
selves for nought; but Jesus 

" Saw us ruined in the fall, 
Yet loved us notwithstanding all," 

and becomes our next-of-kin, taking our nature, becoming bone of our 
bone, flesh of our flesh: made under the law, that He might redeem us 
from its curse. 

Redemption required a price. If a man mortgage a farm and his 
brother would redeem it, he must pay down the price; law and justice 
requires it, and the time and place of payment is fixed. So law and 
justice held the Church; Omnipotence could not redeem of itself; Jesus 
comes in the flesh, lays down His life, pays the price of redemption in 
His own blood. The place was Jerusalem; and when the fixed time 
came, Jesus put Himself where justice could take Him; He set His 
face steadfastly to go to Jerusalem. Redemption is two-fold-redeemed 
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FROM and redeemed TO. Redemption findR its objects among men; in 
the world where you and I were in the past. 

When in Bedfordshire, I baptized an old man about seventy years 
of age. For sixty years he had lived in sin, a victim of that horrible 
demon, drink. When the poor old man stood up in our prayer-meeting 
he said: "Lord, I thank Thee for bringing me from my sinful com
panions, and from the love of drink; I thank Thee for bringing me 
among the people of God." Redeemed to God; where the Lord is there 
the redeemed must be. He is the rightful owner. Those in glory have 
been down here; bat redeemed from sin, law, Satan, death, and hell 
from troubles, afflictions, and sorrows, now before the throne, "corn~ 
out of great tribulation, and washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb." 

11.-THF: FORGIVENESS OF Sms. Some say, Yon cannot know sin 
is forgiven till death. John says, " I write unto you, little children, 
because your sins are forgiven you, for His name's sake." YE know it. 
In the Gospel we read of two debtors; one owed fifty, the other five 
hundred pence; and how did their Lord deal with them? When they 
had nothing to pay, He frankly forgave them both. In this Jesus 
preaches Himself, the way He deals with a poor sinner. The fifty pence 
may figure a moral person, the five hundred an old sinner; both in debt 
to God, both nothing to pay, both broken-hearted on account of the 
debt, both freely, frankly, and fully forgiven. 

Human nature is very fond of bringing semething; but Jesus paid 
all the debt, and God forgave for His sake. The basis of forgiveness is 
His blood; the order, the work of repentance and faith in the heart by the 
Holy Spirit. See Mary in Simon's house; much forgiven, she loved much. 
What was most valuable she freely gives, pouring the choice ointment 
upon the sacred feet of Jesus, and tenderly wiping them with her hair. 
Jesns onr head is in heaven; His feet, His poor members, His servants 
His cause, are still on earth. If forgiven, we can show our love, gifts 
of kindness, and tender sympathy to them for His sake, which will be 
as sweet to Him as the odour of Mary's ointment in the house of Simon. 
Sinners are forgiven to serve Jesus, to follow Him. Yon have heard 
of the African slave. She was put in the slave-market for public 
auction; a benevolent man bid for her, bought her, to give her freedom. 
When told that the man who had bought her had freed her, she said, 
"I will follow him, I will work for him; he has redeemed me." 

111.-THE ORDER IN WHICH FORGIVENESS IS BESTOWED, ACCOR· 
DING TO THE RICHES OF His GRACE. " Who is a pardoning God like 
Thee? or who has grace so rich and free?" What riches! Their 
depths and heights! Luther, on being asked which Psalm he liked 
best, said that which spoke of free forgiveness (Psa. xxxii.). 

and,-
" 'Twas grace that taught our souls to pray; " 

" Grace all the work shall crown; 
It lays in heaven the topmost stone, 

And well deserves the praise." 

EVENING SERVICE. 

Hymn, "Come, let us join our cheerful songs." Mr. R. E. Sears 
read Psa. ciii., and offered prayer. Mr. Dearsly t?ok for hie text Eph, 
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i. 10, and preoohed 11, thooghtfol,'enggestive discourse, on dispensational 
troth, a report of which is given by oor brother Winters in the Goap8l 
Herald for July. Singing and prayer closed the evening service. 

INSIDE THE TENT.-SECOND DAY'S SERVICES, JUNE 3. 

Each associated Church sends two delegates to the annual meeting. 
They meet on the morning of the second day for prayer and praise, and 
we are generally joined by e. goodly number of visitors. B □ c Lhis is the 
delegates' prayer meeting. The quiet, cool, early morn, lends a fresh
ness to these seasons of devotion, soothing alike to body and spirit. A 
hymn is song between each prayer, and the simple fervour and earnest 
breathings of the brethren, their confeseions, thanksgivings, and suppli
cations to the Lord for blessing on the meetings and the Ch□ rches, seem 
to bring heaven very near to earth, distilling like the dew in holy calm, 
trostful . peace and confiding hope, strengthening to the son!, and 
affording a sweet solace to the mind. The delegates retire for breakfast 
at nine o'clock; the ministers' prayer-meeting begins, and generally the 
tent is well-filled by this time. The Moderator, calling upon one 
brother to give a hymn, ai::.d another to read the Word, followed by 
prayer and hymn alternately. 

Brethren Field, Denmee, Coils, Snggate, and Voysey, took part in 
the hour of prayer. A short interval follows, and at 10.30 the regular 
morning service commences. After singing and prayer, the appointed 
preacher of the morning sermon, Mr. Charles Hill, of Stoke Ash, rose 
and read his text from Jude, part of third verse: " Contend earnestly 
for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints." 

The tent, by this time, was crowded, the side curtains being raised, 
hundreds stood outside. It was computed that nearly three thousand 
persons assembled, listening in almost breathless silence to this godly 
and eloquent Suffolk preacher, whose quaint and homely style, masterly 
language, outspoken and earnest manner, bears the stamp of honesty, 
solid conviction, and mature jndgment. 

The preacher said some things had changed since he 1.,tood on that 
spot, twenty-one years before ; but God had not changed, Christ had 
not changed. He was the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. The 
Gospel had not changed, it was once delivered: that signified its perfec
tion, no alteration, no addition; perfection characterised all God's 
work. Creation was perfect, there is not one drop of water more on the 
earth now than when God created it, and the world is managed by its 
Maker, ruled by it1:1 Monarch. In the Gospel there is only one Sacri
fice. It was only once necessary for Christ to die, once a fountain 
opened, and not one drop of human merit could be added. The faith 
once delivered, never recalled, never to return, but gather every sheaf, 
every grain of a spiritual harvest to fill the heavens. 

Once delivered to light the dark lamps of humanity-with the light 
of life and immortality, to sanctify the ungodly, and make them meet 
for the inheritance of saints in light. Once delivered to the saints for 
saints. A sacred stream, not to be polluted. The Gospel could not be 
preached by an angel, nor would Christ, when on earth, have a devil 
for Hie minister; bnt ea.id, "Hold thy peace;" but He takes men, 
weak men, and makes them mighty, to poll down strongholds. 

R 
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I have just given a few_ 1;1.otes of the. in~r~duction to an nnus~al\y 
able and excellent sermon, hvmg troths, m hvtng words, from a hving 
heart. It is published separately, and I strongly recommend every 
reader to obtain it; send stamps to W. J. Styles, I, College-street 
London, N.; or to C. Hill, Brockford, Stoneham, Suffolk, Obtain it at 
onro, as, donbtlees, it will soon be out of print. 

The Aseociation sermon for the afternoon was preached by Mr. 
George Pung, of Orford-hill, Norwich, from Rev. x. 1, 2. Space forbids 
a report of this discourse. We were sorry to find brother Pung in such 
very indifferent health, he had been passing through much bodily 
snffering; we trust he has the prayerful and tender sympathies of his 
own Church and brethren. The Secretary stated that the Committee 
had made grants of £70 to the weaker Churches, and £100 from the 
Home Mission for village work. A circular letter, on the Second 
Coming of our Lord, by Mr. B. J. Northfield, was ordered to be printed. 
Petitions were ordered to be signed against opening places of amuse
ment, and the sale of intoxicating liquors on the Lord's-day. 

We call the attention of the readers of the EARTHEN VE8SEL, our 
brethren and sisters in the Lord, to that branch of association work
the Suffolk and Norfolk Home Mission. It maintains eighty-four 
village stations, where the Gospel is preached by the pastors and 
brethren of associate Chnrches. This is a grand work, but of a very 
arduous, self-denying character; in all weathers the village preacher 
must trudge for miles over heavy or muddy roads, or ride in a cart, 
through wind and rain, frost or snow. To maintain this work, provide 
for rooms, firing, lighting, cleaning, and travelling expenses, funds are 
absolutely necessary. 

It is a good work, socially and morally, spiritually and eternally; 
who can estimate the blessing, measure the results, of setting up a 
Gospel light in our dark villages, lifting up the banner of Jesus? It is 
tl:.e Lord's work. It asks-nay, it claims our support, if we are the 
Lord's; would that brethren, whom the Lord has blessed, emulated 
David's example: "See," said he to Nathan, "I dwell in an house of 
cedar, but the ark of God "-How abont that? what can I do for the 
Lord, who has done so mnch for me? He did not lose by his concern 
for God's house, and bis unbounded liberality. David cared for God's 
house, and God cared for him, and rolled back his liberality a thousand
fold upon him and his son Solomon. But David had a richer reward, 
that very night word came to the prophet: " Go, tell My servant David, 
Thus saith the Lord" (see 2 Sam. vii.); and are there not other Davids 
(beloved of the Lord), natives of Suffolk and Norfolk, prosperous 
tradesmen, succeBBful men of business, rich merchants, dwelling in the 
cedar villas of onr towns and cities, or settled in America, Australia, 
New Zealand, or other Colonies, who might consecrate a portion of 
their gain to the Lord (Micah iv. 13), by liberal subscription or donation 
to the Suffolk and Norfolk Home Mission? "Honour the Lord with 
thy substance, and with the first-fruits of thine increase; so shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses burst ant with new wine." 
This Association not only maintains eighty-fonr village mission stations, 
but also, I believe, supports, by small annuities, aged ministers. One 
M.r. Benjamin Taylor, for forty years sustained in honour, integrity, 
and Goepel usefw.nese the village pastorate of Pulham-Bt.-M11.ry, Norfolk, 
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now aged und enfeebled-a smull annuity just keeps the wolf from the 
door. Should such a man, worn, spent in Gospel service, suffer the 
want of needed comforts to sustain a weakly body under the infirmitie11 
of age? Surely, such cases, such " mission appeals loudly to the Lord's 
people, stewards of His silver and gold, appeals to every Snffvlk and 
Norfolk heart throughout the world, for sympathy and support. Saved 
by everlo.stiag love-or hope to be-redeemed by precious blood. we 
sing sometimes:-

"Were the whole realm of nature mine. 
That were a present far too small; 

Love BO amazing, BO divine, 
Demands my life, my soul, my all." 

All is not asked; send, as the Lord has blessed you, a donation or 
annual subscription for the Suffolk and Norfolk Ho.(!le Mission, to Mr. 
S. K. Bland, Hon. Sec., Ipswich, Suffolk; or to the London correspon
dent, Mr. W. J. Styles, 1, College-street, London, N.; and one object, 
in reporting Inside the Tent, will be attained. Pray for the peace of 
J ernsalem; they shall prosper that love Thee. 

JOHN BONNEY. 
[We are deeply grateful to onr kind-hearted brother, Mr. John 

Bonney, for his highly interesting and profitable paper; also for the 
warm sympathy he has shown for years past towards the denomination 
generally.-EDITOR. J 

CUT DOWN BUT NOT DESTROYED. 
/JOB XIV, 7-9.) 

THE first thought is a tree cut down; 2ndly, the hope of a tree cut 
down; 3rdly, the nature of the hope, that it will sprout again, 

or live again; 4tbly, the seeming opposition, though the root thereof 
wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground; and 
lastly, the cause, through the scent of water, it will bod, and bring 
forth boughs like a plant. First, the tree cut down. The Word of God 
abounds with figures, as yon will find that man is compared to a tree in 
many parts of the Word of God; for instance, Psa. i. 3, "He shall 
be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth His 
fruit in His season, His leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever He 
doeth shall prosper." Also, in Psa. xxxvii. 35, '' The wicked 
spreading himself like a green bay tree." Isa. lvi. 3, "Neither let the 
eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree." Also Jer. xvii. 7-8, "Blessed 
is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is, for 
he shall be as a tree planted by the wo.ters, and that spreadeth out her 
roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, bat her leaf 
shall be green and shall not be careful in the year of drought, 
neither shall cease from yielding her fruit." 

The Saviour Himself is called the Tree of Life, " which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month, and the leaves of 
the Tree were for the healing of the nations." The saints are said to 
h_ave '' right to the Tree of Life," also the saints are called " t~ees ~f 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord that He may be glorified. 
You will find that men are likened unto trees, but we have to look at 
the tree cut down. Sometimes they are cat down in circnmsto.nces, as 
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Job was deprived of all earthly riches, laid low in the duet sometimes 
cut down by affliction, bis poor body racked with pain and could get n~ 
ease. Bot I think it means more particularly cut down in a spiritual 
sense. When the blessed Spirit of God reveals the righteous law of 
God to a poor soul, and gives him to see that he is lost and ruined by 
the fall, that he is a sinner and condemned by the law of God, that he 
can see no way of escape, all his supposed goodness is gone, he is left 
destitute of anything that is good. His eyes are open to see his 
wretched stat,e; then he begins to cry for mercy, as the publican did 
"God, be merciful to me a sinner! Lord, eave, or I perish!" This i~ 
being cot down by the Spirit of God. "When He, the Spirit of truth 
is come, He shall convince of sin, of righteousness, and of jodgment.': 
Poor soul, he is cut down in his feelings, no hope either in this life nor 
in the life to come, he has the sentence of death in himself. 

This brings as, in the second place, to notice that there is hope of a 
tree thongh it be cat down, which the Holy Spirit, sooner or later 
shows every poor sinner who is thus cut down. Christ is the only waj 
for a poor soul to look unto. He says of Himself, '' I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life," and the apostle says, "There is no other name 
given under heaven whereby we must be sa,ed,'' and that is by His 
being cut down for ns. He has stood in our place, He became our 
substitute, so He t:ndured the curse which was due to ns. He was cut 
down by the righteous law of God. The Prophet Isaiah says of Him 
•· He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for oo; 
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was opon Him, and with His 
stripes we are healed." "He was cut off out of the land of the living, 
for the tramgression of my people was He stricken. Surely He bath 
borne our griefi,; and carried our sorrows, yet we did esteem Him 
stricken, smitten of God and afflicted." 

In Psalm xxii. be says, " My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me. Why art Thou so far from helping me, and from the 
words of my roaring.'' In Ezek. xvii. and last verse, it is said, "All 
the trees of the field shall know that I the Lord have brought down 
the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, 
and have made the dry tree to flourish. I, the Lord, have spoken and 
have done it." So there is hope ofa tree if it be cut down; here is the 
doctrine of divine substitution and imputation. Christ, in His divine 
relationship, steps in and meets all the requirements of the law and 
justice, so that we go free; as the sins of the people were confessed on 
the head of the scape goat, so onr ~ins were charged to Christ. The 
Apostle Peter tells as "Who, His own self, bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree, that we being dead to sin should live unto righteous
ness, by whose stripes ye were healed." 

The apostle Paul, in Romans v. 8, says," But God commendeth His 
love towards us, that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us; 
mnch more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from wrath throu~h Him." 80 that we have hope in the Tree cut_dow~. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, blessed be God! gives ne to have hope m His 
mercy, hope in His life, hope in His death, and hope in His resurrection, 
for He is the all and the in all in the sinner's salvation. 

ThirdLy. "That it will sprout again, and that the tender branch will 
not ceBBe." This, of course, signifies the new birth, being born of the 
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Spirit of God. The apostle Peter says, "Being born again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever." It is eternal life, and cannot die, becaase it is 
the life of God; it is a divine principle, which lives and reigns in the 
bea~t of every soul that is regenerated by the power of God. The 
Saviour says, "Because I live ye shall live also." The next thotwht is 
the seeming opposition. Though the root thereof wax old in the ;arth, 
and the stock thereof die in the ground. I said seeming oppo.,itim. 
Of course, it would be so to those who have no faith in the resurrection 
power of God. It is a matter of faith, and not of sense; with God all 
things are possible. There were some in the apostle's days who denied 
the resarrection, and there are some in oar day that deny it, although 
almost everything in n!l.tnre teaches us this lesson; in fact, every 
morning we rise and open our eyes to the fact, whicl! teaches us that it 
is so, and points us to the resurrection, both of the jast and the unjust. 
The Saviour taught this lesson to the Jews when He said," Ye do err, 
not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God, for in the resurrec
tion they neither marry nor or given in marriage, but are as the angels 
of God in heaven. Every Christian is fully persuaded in his own mind 
of this truth. The root here would mean the body, or the old Adam 
nature, that waxes old in the earth and dies in the ground. The new 
nature is eternal, and never waxes old nor dies in the ground. " I give 
unto My sheep eternal life; they shall never perish. It is only time 
things that wax old and die; and this boc.y that shall die, and this stock 
that shall wax old, shall rise or sprout again. Like as our glorious 
Redeemer arose from the dead, so we shall arise into newness of life by 
His power. God grant that we may feel more of this resurrection 
power in our souls, and be made conformable unto His will; that we 
may hear the voice of the son of God and live. The Saviour says of 
Himself, " I am the resurrection and the life. He that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live.'' By this we plainly see 
"there is hope of a tree if it be cut down;" that it will sprout again, 
though the root thereof wax old in· the earth, and the stock thereof die 
in the ground." This brings us to the next thought-the medium. 
·" Through the scent of water it will bnd and bring forth boughs like 
a plant." I take the word "scent" to mean application, and water to 
mean the Spirit of God. Then we have no difficulty in getting at the 
right meaning of the text; for it is through the application of God's 
Spirit that we receive life and health. In many places of Scripture the 
Holy Spirit is compared to water; for instance," I will pour water upon 
him that is thirsty," the Savionr says. "The water that I shall give 
him shall be in him a well of water springing np into everlasting life." 
Christ is compared to water. Jesus, speaking to the woman at the 
well, said unto her, " If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is 
that saith unto thee, Give Me to drink, thou wouldst have asked of Him, 
and He wonld have given thee living water.'' And then again water is 
compared unto the Word of God. In John iii. 5 Jesus said," Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God.'' Then it is through the application of God's Word and through 
the indwelling of the Spirit of God that the soul is made to bring forth 
fruit unto God. The Saviour speaks very nicely on this point in John 
xv. 2, "Every branch in Me that beareth not _fruit, H_e taketh a~ay, and 
-every branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth 1t that it may brrng forth 
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more fruit" These branches that bear no fruit unto God is our sinful 
nature. th~t He taketh away· and the branches that bear fruit is the 
new n~tnre or the tender b~anch which is continually sprouting np 
and budding forth through the sce~t of this living ,voter. May it be 
our pri'l·ilege to know more ~f these bl~ssed truths. " Th~t I m~y 
know Him and the power of His resurrect ton, ~nd the f~!lowsh_,p ?f His 
sufferings, being made conformable onto His death. This IS the 
prayer of yours in the Gospel, W. POTTER. 

Sontbc11d. 

FOOTSTEPS OF MY GOD. 

BY JOHN BOLTON. 

lContinnPd_froin pa._qe 215). 

SHADRACH, MESHACB, ABEDNEG0, 
Wbo would not to the idol bow, 

Set up on Dora's plain; 
Ye! who incurred the monarch's ire, 
Who cast you bound into the fire, 

Why were ye not all slain ? 
"Decause Immanuel was there, 
Nor flesh, nor bones, nor clothes, nor hair, 

Were injured by the flame; 
Yes ! He who dwelt above the sky, 
Whose glory is so great an~,high, 

To our deliverance came. 
Good DANIEL cast into the den, 
To please a host of godless men, 

For calling on your God : 
We hear vou dwelt unhurt therein, 
'Mid beasts, with hunger sharp 11.nd keen, 

All thirsting for your blood ! 
"Tis true through envy, pride and spite, 
They caused me there to spend the night 

According to their oaths ; 
I spent that night in praise and prayer, 
For God had sent His angel there 

To shut the lions' mouths !" 
Here's HABAKKUK, the lofty bard, 
Who spake so 1·evereut of his Lord, 

Let's hear Lim speak again! 
You! who so sweetly sang for God, 
When travelling on earth's t~orny road, 

Let's hear yolll" lofty stram I 
•· I saw the Lord. the Great I AM, 
When marching through the land of Ham, 

Making proud tyrants quake, 
Who made the nations feel His power, 
The lightninl!"s flash and thunders roar, 

And lofty mountains shake ; 
'l'be sea obeyed her God's command, 
Bright beams went forth from out His 

hand. 
Aud coals before His feet ; 

I heard His speech which made me fear, 
And shed the penitential tear, 

And tremble on my seat." 
ZECBAB.lAH and MALACHI 
Foretold the king Messiab's day, 

While others were His types; 

Who saw the fountain open wide 
With millions hastening to its side, 

For healing by His stripes. 
CHAPTER VIII.-TBE INCARNATION. 

From age to age the promise stood, 
Being from time to time renewed ; 

At length the dawn appears! 
When lo! the Day-spring from above,. 
With silver beams of light and love, 

The pilgrim's pathway cheers. 
The powers of hell are made to shake,. 
All the infernal legions quake, 

Now the Messiah's born! 
Whilst all the hosts beyond the sky, 
On fiery wings are seen to fly, 

To bail the joyful morn, 
The rustic shepherds hear the sound,. 
They see a glorious light around 

A heaven!y shining flame I 
With rapture filled they haste away 
To see the sight, as well they may, 

The Babe of Bethlehem. 
Meanwhile a star the tidings bear, 
That Eastern sages too might hear 

And join with sweet accord ; 
Though Jong's the journey, short it seems. 
Being guided by the shining beams 

To where they find the Lord. 
An ancient dame and hoary sire, 
Whose lips are touched with sacred fire, 

I 
Pour forth their songs of praise ; 

What holy joy their hearts o'erwbelm, 
't Now in Judea's favoured realm 
, le born the Prince of Grace. 
' Simeon reads the sacred roll, 
A sword's to pierce the Virgin's soul, 

Her eyes have yet to weep ; 
.A strange event before her li~s, . 
One which will wrap the srac1ous skies, 

And earth in mourning deep ! 
Cities of Judah, see your God, 
Proclaim His Glorious Name abroad, 

Let Him your hearts engage ; 
He'll guide your feet in paths of p~ace, 
And have you know no arm but His 

Can save from Satan's rage. 
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C H R I S T I A N FE L L OW S H I P. 
BY w. J. STANFORD. 

CHRISTIAN fellowship ie superior to all other fellowships to be 
found in the world. Many of them, in their way, are intensely 

valuable, but they are only earthly and temporal, and destined, like the 
earth, to dissolve and vanish away. We could not afford to depreciate 
mutnal companionship, commercial confederacies, or literary fellowships; 
yet these, however valuable and indispensable, most give place in im
portance to Christian fellowship. True, the majority of mankind think 
not so. "This then is the message which we have heard of Him, and 
declare nnto yon, that God is light. If we walk in the light, as He is in 
the light-, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin" (1 John i. 5,.. 7). 

1. Christian fellowship is of divine origin. "It is not good for man 
to be alone," is not only true socially, but spiritually, and God has 
made provision for his spiritual condition, as well as for his social state. 
We should not be censored as erroneous by the thoogbtfol, if we were to 
state that Adam was benefitted, religiously as well as socially, by the 
association of Eve, coming as she did, from the hands of her Maker, a 
pure, loving, and holy being. Adam·s worship most have Leen inten
sified by an additional offering of thanksgiving on the altar of praise, as 
he knelt side by side with his helpmeet before the throne of God. A(ter 
their foll. and their restoration by divine grace to a standing in Christ 
and in the new covenant, how invaluable most have been the godly 
influence of Eve, both as a wife and a mother, and how invaluable has 
been godly fellowship in the Church of God since the beginning. It 
has been a heaven of blessedness, a tower of strength; the most uniting 
and cementing of all powers; whlch is a proof of its heavenly birth. 

2. Chl'istian fellowship in relation to Christ is secret and mystical. 
In relation to the Church it is open and visible. A man may be in 
communion with Christ a long while-before be makes an open profession 
of it; either through a reticent spirit, or through ignorance of his privi
leges, or duty, be may remain without the pale of the visible Church, 
for a considerable period of time, bot we think he will ultimately be 
brought to unite with the people of God. Moch doubt may be entertained 
about a man's standing in Christ, if he never makes an open profession 
of Him before the world and the Church, and doubtless much uncertainty 
remains in his own mind on the same matter. The divine procedure 
rnns thus: '; They first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us 
by the will of God" (2 Cor. viii. 5 ). That Christians have fellowship 
with Christ, separate and independent from what is commonly called 
Christian fellowship, is au undoubted fact. Each branch of the vine 
recei,es life and sap direct from the root, and not from each other; so 
each member of Christ's mystical body receives their life direct from 
their federal head, and not from one another. Yet the observant eye 
can see in the vine a combination of symmetry, beauty, and usefulness 
which could not exist in a branch here and there only, but in the vine's 
luxuriant growth and fruitfulness. And _so, w_hatever_ might be said i_n 
favour of serret and individual commnmon with Christ, the fellowsh1p 
of the saints bears the marks of greater symmetry, beauty, and useful
ness and mi{l'ht collectively be put in the language of Solomon, " Who 

' t, • 
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is she that looketh forth RB the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with banners." 

3. By the ordination of Christian felloweMp, provision is made for 
mntnal safety against the common foe and against temporary apoetacy. 
Manv professors finally apostatise, who bad nothing more than a pro
feesion to fall back upon; bnt how many a true Christian has been 
preserved from falling by godly fellowship, and has finished his course 
with joy. Christian fellowship secures to us many privileges, which we 
could not enjoy ont of communion. We have the benefit of ench other's 
experience and the counsel of tried and faith fol friends. "Where no 
counsel is, the people fall; but in the midst of counsellors there is 
safety.'' Two are better than one, because they have a good reward 
for their lRbour; for, if they fall, the one can help up his neighbour; 
bnt woe to him that is alone when he falleth, for he bath not another 
to help him up; and if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him, 
and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 

"A. single twig you easily may break, 
But bundles stronger efforts take." 

Our blessed Lord conveyed the same idea when He sent His disciples 
out two by two. Again, in John xvii. 21, "That they all may be one; as 
Thon, Father, art in Me and I in Thee." We thank God that our 
salvation does not depend upon the Church collectively, or individually, 
but alone upon the Lord of life and glory. Yet no one that has any 
practical idea of Christianity will donbt the accuracy of the above 
statements. 

4. In Christian fellowship ample scope is afforded for the develop
ment of all the gifts and graces of the spirit, and of the virtues incident 
to the Christian life. There is a faith permeating the whole body of 
Christ, called by Peter, '' like precious faith." There is a love, which is 
not merely the outcome of an affectionate heart, but a grace of the spirit, 
which actuates every true member of the Church of Christ. It is said 
to be, according to John, the leading evidence of the new birth. "We 
know that \fe have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren." This is not only an evidence to the individual member 
himself, and to the Church to which he belongs, but an external evi
dence to the world at large; if wilful ignorance and bigotry are not too 
strong to blind them : for, saith our Lord, " by this shall all men 
know that ye are My disciples, if ye love one another." These two 
graces are largely developed through divine associations, and Christians 
are he! pful to each other in their nurture and growth. The spirit of 
charity is also largely developed in the assemblies of the saints, not only 
in relieving the distressed, but also in covering the faults and failings 
of the weak. Above all things, saith Peter, "have fervent charity 
among yourselves, for charity shall cover the mnltitude of sins ; nse 
hospitality one toward another, without grudging. As every man bas 
received the gift, even so minister the same, one to another, as good 
stewards of tbe manifold grace of God" (1 Pet. iv. 8, 9, 10). Much 
might be said concerning forbearance and forgiveness, which bold very 
important places in God's household. Alas ! there is often too mnch 
need for the exercise of these graces, which proves very conclusively 
that the saints this side the grave are not yet perfect. 

5. Godly fellowship has important and divine precedent to enforce 
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it. There is. a holy end_ most b)essed fellowship, based in the Trinity, 
of o oneness m pnrpose, m creation and in redf'mption. We behold at 
Jordan the Father speaking ont of heaven, the Son being baptized, and 
the Holy Ghost resting upon Him like a dove. Again, in ,John xvii., 
'' As Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee," &c. The Saviour's 
testimony is, "The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into His hands;" and again, "God is lo,e." Thus in the Trinity we 
behold all the essential properties of divine fellowship, the very fountain 
of love, and the very easence of nnity. There is fellowship also among 
the angels. That the most perfect harmony, love, and concord dwells 
in their midst, might be gathered from the fact that they dwell con
tinually in the presence of the perfect God. We know but little of their 
nature and character, yet· sufficient is revealed in God's Word to inform 
ns that they are happy and nnited among themselves., and very sympa
thetic to creatures of other monld. The inimitable vi8ion of Isaiah, in 
the sixth chapter, when he saw the Lord npon His throne, and the 
holy angels bowing around it, proves their nnanimity of sentiment and 
oneness of purpose. They cry one to another, "Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of Hosts." Job calls them the morning stars and sons of God, 
and bears his testimony to their harmonious worship. The creation of 
the world was the signal for the outbnrst of heavenly music, which 
echoed throngh the vaulted skies; for, on that occasion " the morning 
stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy." Their 
songs were again repeated with greater fervonr on the occasion of the 
birth of Obrist, and repeated again and again at the birth of truly 
penitent sinners. 

There was also spiritual and endearing fellowship among the Old 
Testament saints, as expressed by David : " We took sweet counsel 
together, and walked into the honse of God in company.'' Malachi bears 
his witness to the same thing: "Then they that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another, and the Lord hearkened and beard it;" and to 
show that He approved of their gathering and saying, it is further 
stated that" a book of remembrance was written before Him for them 
that feared the Lord, and that thought npon His name.'' The New 
Testament also is replete with instances of godly fellowship. It was 
evidently the design of Christ to establish a Church in the world on 
New Testament principles. The spirit of fellowship was cherished and 
advocated by Him. He addressed His followers as a community, when 
He said," Fear not, little flock, it is yonr Father's good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom." He set the example of social and godly conversa
tion in the house at Bethany, when Mary sat at His feet and heard the 
gracious words that proceeded out of His lips. In the institution of 
His sapper, our Lord supplied the means of cementing the hearts of 
His saints one to the other. and especially of drawing oat their love to 
Himself. The example of the early Christians, as recorded by Lake in 
Acts ii., is not only conclusive that snch fellowships then existed, b:at 
that their example is a precedent worthy of our copying, The e.angehst 
states, to their eternal honour, that "They continued steadfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers." 

6. The blessedness of Christian association commends itself to all 
1right-minded Christians. The sweet singer of Israel spoke not only for 
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himself, but has expressed the sentiments of many thousands, when he 
said, "Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity.'' The Church is a happy place. One said, " In the 
midst of the Chnrch will I sing praises unto Thee.'' There are no social 
differences in the Church: "All ye are brethren." The Church of God 
is the most happy place nuder the sun. Notwithstanding the numerous 
imperfections of its members, we unhesitatingly affirm that the Church 
is the most blessed of all associations. " Happy art thou, 0 Israel ~ 
who is like unto thee, 0 people saved by the Lord." The Church's 
happiness is enhanced by the knowledge of her safety. " God is in the 
midst of her, she shall not be moved." Also that her wants are antici
pated and supplied. "My God shall supply all your need, according to 
His riches in glory, by Christ Jesus." How blessed is it for the people 
of God to know that they are His household: a royal family, cared for 
by a loving and gracious Father. 

7. The eternity of duration, which characterizes Christian fellow
ship, makes it superior to all other rncieties in the world. All other 
associations end in time, and dissolve at death. However dear the ties 
which bind the hearts of friend to friend, if they belong not to this 
fraternity they are doomed to be severed. The foe often creep3 stealthily 
into the family circle and snatches away, with remorseless g1·asp, a son, 
or a daughter, of promise. Although unsaved and worldly, yet they 
were the objects of a mother's deep affection, who uttered a bitter wail 
of grief over their open graves, like Rachel weeping for her children, 
and would not be comforted, because they are not; weeping still, till 
she pines away and dies of a broken heart. Such is often the sad ending 
of human associations. But a person born into the kingdom of grace 
becomes associated with a family which shall never break up, an asso
ciation which shall never dissolve. The Church is indeed divided into 
two sections, militant and triumphant, but they are essentially one in 
Christ. 

Sheerness, 

;< Glorious things of thee are epoken, 
Zion, city of our God ; 

Hew-hose word cannot be broken, 
Formed thee for His own abode. 

On the Rock of Ages founded, 
What can shake tby sure repose 7 

With salvation's walls surrounded, 
Thou me.y'st 6mile at all tby foes. 

Fading is the worldling's pleasure, 
All his boasted pomp and show: 

Sol id joys and lasting pleasure 
None but Zion's children know." 

SPIRITUAL INTERCOURSE WITH THE LATE 
C. W. BANKS. 

DEAR MR. J. W. BANKS,-I have a desire to communicate to you, 
and through the EARTHEN VEBSEJ,, a brief account of some sweet 

intercourses I bad with your late dear father, as I had some very precious 
times with him a few weeks before his death. Our acquaintance was 
not a long one; only through me supplying the pulpit at Speldhurst-
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road O!] three or fonr occasions did we become acqnainted; bnt, although 
onr friendship was short, there was a kindred spirit between ne, and it 
was o very happy one, and hie convers1tion was so edifying, it seemed 
as though we had known each other for yerirs. But there is an incident 
in connection with one of my visits which I must note, and I believe 
your dear father wished me to do so. l had been to Speldharst-road 
one Lord's-day morning and heard Mr. Hall preach a few weeks before 
your dear father's death, and yon kindly invited me to dinner with you. 
We went to see your father, who was then rather worse, and was to see 
no one that day, bat when he heard I was there, he wished me to see 
him. When I entered his room, he said to me, "Well, come to see an 
old man die?" I replied, "I trust not, for I hope the Lord will yet 
raise you up." After a ·Jittle farther conversation, he said to me, 
"Where are you going to when you die, Brother Pratt?" Solemn 
thought that! I said to him, "I trust I am goicg where yon are, to be 
forever with the Lord." " Well," he said, '' I coald not-

,,---' read my lille clear, 
To mansions in tbe skies, 

And bid farewell to every tear, 
and wipe my weeping eycs,'-

till last Thursday, and then God spoke to me, and said, 'I have chosen 
you from before the foundation of the world. Your life is hid with 
Christ in God. Thon art Mine' (Eph. i. 4; Col. iii. 3), and it seems as 
thongh a hand was put upon me." 

My dear brother, this was a blessed testimony from one of the Lord's 
dear saints. He could scarcely give utterance to his words for tears, and 
we both wept tears of joy to realise that God had so revealed Himself to 
your deer departed father in such a blessed way. Would to God that 
all the Lord's people could give such a glorious testimony as this, and to 
folly reali~e their security in Christ, and to apply these very precious, 
words of Paul's to their own hearts: "Your life is hid with Christ in 
God." 

Yours in the Lord, WM. PRATT. 

5, Kiogswood-roacl, Thornbury-road, Brixton-hill, S.W. 

STICK TO THE OLD PATHS. 
(NOTES OF A. SERMON.) 

"Turn not either to the right band or left." 

THE text is a plain statement, and one which is exceedingly applic
able at the present time, when we see so many changes, so many 

forms of so-called motlern religion. We are not to iadorse whatever 
man mriy set up or promulgate; whether it comes up to the standard of' 
Holy Writ or not; we say that the chart must be consulted; the Word 
must be our unerring guide-our unmistakable authority. We are 
to turn neither to the rioht hand or left from the real standard of truth; 
we are not to be drive~ a.bout with every wind of doctrine of man's 
device, "to the law and to the testimony" of Him who sealed the truth 
with llis blood. Yes, this must be our absolute rule. We cannot 
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allow the will and testament of the Infinite One to be altered and made 
-of none effect. 

We shonld not turn either to the right hand or left. We say we 
are living in times that are full of change. Revelation is subject at the 
present time to the scrutiny of modem science, and a philosophy which 
is rational and semi-atheistic. This effort hBB been going on century 
after century. In modern times a proud and false science is set up to 
explain away the dogmas of Holy Scripture. There are books issued 
which advance infidel philosophy. But it remains that, after eighteen 
centuries bas rolled away, amid the rise and fall of empires, there is 
nothing so solid and enduring as the Word of God. The old landmarks, 
the old truths of sacred Scripture are the only and mighty lever to 
raise man from his fallen state, the blessed Gospel is the only thing to 
comfort the soul in this life, and give man a safe passage by the atone
ment of Christ, to heaven. Let us study and meditate over the sacred 
page. We care not for outward demonstrations of noisy fanatics who 
are sounding the trumpet before them and making broad their phylac
teries, and making merchandise of a so-called religion which is utterly 
condemned in the New Testament. There are people at the present 
time who, I am sorry to say, are ready to help on something intro
duced, which, the more outrageous it may be against the plain statements 
of Scripture, the more anxious they are to assist in its interest, leaving 
the gold, fine gold, for <lross. Oh, let ns " bay the truth and sell it 
not.'' Let us cling more and more to the old paths-the faith once 
delivered to the saints. The teachings, life, and manner throughout 
the history of Christ were vastly different. He is oar model, He is our 
-Guide, He is our Salvation, He must have all the glory I 

THOMAS HEATH. 
Plymouth. 

TIIE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PE~. 

TJu, Guspd Jlaga=in,e for July is well- as heretofore. Now, as intimated, these 
stored with spiritual food such as sancti- remarks have bP.en forcibly brought to 
fied souls Jove to eat and to digest. At mind by the appearance of the EARTHEN 
the end of the magazine a kind word is VESSEL and Cheering W01·ds. They 
given relative to the late Mr. C. W. appear as prompt!_,, and as full of matter 
Banks; 11lso to his son, John Waters and general detail as though their old 
Banks, the present proprietor of the and revered editor bad still remained 
EARTHEN VESSEL. Dr. Doudney says:- at his post, and was still to be seen ~th 
"'When opening these serials for June, pen or pencil in hand. The fact 1s at 
we were forcibly reminded of some once bumbling and yet grateful. Hum
recent words of our own. which were bling, inasmuch as the death of the late 
to this effect: that, when it pleased the editor is another proof of man's mor· 
Lord to call us hence. we believed that tality-yea, that" it is appointed to. man 
our removal would not make the slightest once to die, and after death th~ 3udg;· 
change or alteration in this work. Long ment." Grateful, in that there 1s evi· 
as we have been connected with it, so dence likewise that the Lord is never at 
little is our continuance as editor really a loss to find men or means for the 
needed that we believe, in spite of our carrying on of His work. He "will not 
ab,;ence, r,ot a single day or hour's delay leave Himself without witness;" and we 
would take place. Both the GoRjid rejoice, in regnrd to the publications 
.Vaga:i.ne and Old Jonathan would, as a before ue, that the son is permitted aud 
malier of course and in due time, appear privileged to occupy hie father's place, 
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It was personally our own wieh for a long 
time. but our dear son shrinks from the 
responsibility. Hence our mind has 
turned, and thnt for a considerable 
seaeon, to our dear brother, the beloved 
• Wayside Notes' writer, as our successor. 
We trust, if the Lord will, that this may 
be the case. We have, in prospect of 
such on arrangement, every confidence 
aH to the tone and spirit in which the 
work will be conducted. We cannot but 
add, with respect to the closing up of the 
lengthened and eventful career of our 
late friend and fellow-labourer, C. W. 
Banks, that the more we have reflected 
upon it, the more struck we liave been, 
and that with admiring gratitude, at the 
simple-yea, the sweet and satisfactory 
-way in which the Lord took him to 
Himself. After his so long and diversi
fied course-fraught as it was with snch 
an amount of ardent and intense labonr 
-how gentle and how painless the close! 
'Our brother,' says one who preached a 
funeral sermon on bis account, ' died in 
harness, surrounded with pens, ink, ai:.d 
paper, and even writing about himself. 
In hie dying moments he penned the 
couplet-

" 
1 In peace he passed away, 
Bo we've nothing more to say. Amen.' 

What an 'amen' to a four-score years' 
career, and that career so marked with 
vicissitude, but, at the same time, with 
richest mercy, goodness, love! Oh, that 
such an 'amen ' may be the summing up 
of our little life's journey likewise, and 
to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost shall be 
all the praise! " 

A G1·eat Sinner and a Great &evionr: 
a Sermon by the late Joseph Irons (re
printed). We are much pleased with 
David lt'isk's reprints of J. Irons' ser
mons. The best method to stem the 
torrent of unsound literature is to pub
lish broadcast that which is sound; and 
nothing could be more sound or more 
worthy of bdng read than these sermons. 
The following twenty sermons, by the 
late Joseph Irons, can be bad from D. 
Fisk, 6, Brighton-place, Brighton, Sussex: 
"A great binner aml a Great Saviour," 
"Zion Bereaved of the Faithful," "A 
Qu1::stion for Rulers," " Apostolical 
Prenching Divinely Confirmed," " The 
Captive Redeemed," "Twenty.two Years' 
Ministry Reviewed,'' " Submission," 
"Our God, God over all," "Israel's 
King," "The Headship of Christ the 
Ground of His People's Hope," " De
fence in the dav of trouble," "The Poor 
set on High," .. ·seeking Souls Directed," 
"Rest for Huth,"" God's Glorious Work," 

"Aaron within tbe Veil,"" The Covenant 
or Grace," "The Forgiveness of Sin," 
" The Lord in tbe Clondy Chariot,'' 
"Saving Knowledge." Also " Pastoral 
Visits." 

The Church of En,qland Ternperanc,: 
Dhronicle is foll of interesting reading 
on temperance work. 

IIome Wo,·d., contains several in
teresting pictures and papers worthy of 
perusal. 

The IJay of IJay.,, similar to Ilon.e 
Words, may be read with profit. 

Zion's JVitnes-~. London: R. Banks 
and Son, Racquet-court, Fleet-street. 
Edited by A. Wilcockson. This two
penny Ir:ontbly ma~azine is brimfull of 
sound experimental Gospel truth. 

The Silver Jliorn professes to treat 
month by month of the second advent 
of Christ, and of tbe restoration of 
Israel, and does not digress from what 
it pnrports, 

The Fire.nde is full of that class of 
religious reading which must of necessity 
render tile magazine popular. 

Angel's Food. A sermon by J. 
Battersby, preached at Verulam Mission 
Church, Kennington-road, June 3, 1886. 

Amateur Gardening. Useful both to 
those who have gardens and those who 
have not, 

Filled with the Holy Ghost. A 
sermon by Pllilip Reynolds, preached on 
June 61 from Acts iv. 31. Persons who 
are accustomed to stumble over words 
by looking at them from one standpoint 
only will probably fall over a few which 

_ appear in Mr. Reyuolds' sermon, which 
words are rarely to he foWld in other 
than questionable· society, and are, of 
course only suggestive of evil, bot which 
our brother has snatched from their 
grasp and placed in their right position. 
The sermon before us commences thus: 
" Christianity is the grandest socialism." 
The reader suddenly stops, and mutters, 
"Socialism! Socialism! Why I always 
thought socialism meant £•om111unism," 
That is one of the earthly, political sides 
of its character; its better side is spiri• 
tual co-operatimi and commun·ion, iden
tical witu Acts ii. 42. This sermon may 
be had for one penay of Mr. P. Reynolds, 
8, Elpbiustone-street, Avenell-rd., High
bury, N. 

Circular Letter on the Second Coming 
of Christ, by the Suffolk and Norfolk As
sociation of Particular Baptist Churches, 
met at Grundisburgh June 2 and 3, I 886 
An excellent letter indeed, well put to
gether by Mr. B. J. Northfield, of H .. d. 
leigh, and of great interest to all who are 
looking for Cbri~t•s Second Advent. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
8llFFOLK AND NORFOLK HOME 

MISSION. 
At Little A lie-strret, 'WhitechRpel, on 

Tuesday, Jui~• 13, 1886. was held the riRhth 
Bnnual ge1hning flf lhe Melropoliten friends 
and supporten; of thi• mi-sion. By lhe 
mercy of God, and tl,rough our friend Mr. 
W. J. St~· Jes as the means, tl1ere is a growing 
Interest taken hy the St1ict Bnpli,is ic 
London t0wards this ver\' excell•nt inslitu
tion, wl.Jich WRS est&blislied in 1831 fur lhe 
purpose of cnrr~·ini;r the Gospel into remote 
villages, nod tl,is is done b,v the pas1or• of 
the Strict Baptist Churches in Suft;,1k, some 
of wliom ba,•e, iu addilion to their own 
pastoral lahoun;, seven, eight, Rod e,•en nine 
villaj!"e stations to visit, taking a cir<'um
ference of many miles from their slated place• 
ofwon;bip. 

Many interesting porlicnlaTS are hrou,zht 
to light through these •en•ice•. We will 
1ust cite one for tLie edificalion of our rnd,r,, 
"nd the encouragement of those who IDB)' he 
influenced to go and do likewise. The fol
lowiDj!" is from lhe last report, published_:
•• Another cheering letter is from e brother 
taking charge of nine villages brsides a con
siderable Church : • Siirns of blessing ha1•e 
attended our labours in the new station. 
Two beve been added to the Church, nnd 
the eoogregations increase, while e manifest 
spirit of hearing causes us to press forward. 
'.l'wo have been added to the Church as the 
result of the Lord's bles,in::: on !be Word 
preached et--, end one from --. Several 
otben have expressed •Pf'ciel l,le,sin gs 
received and sown, he•ides ut hers who beve 
been induced to attend the house of God on 
the Lord's~ey. With two exceptions, our 
etations ere generally crowded.' " 

This is but one of many. By this means 
the seed of the Gospel is sown in almost every 
hamlet in the county. Su:flo:k b8ll been a 
Gospel •eminery from which London bes been 
supplied with her most useful mi.ni.lers and 
members. 

On the 13th ult., Mr. Charles Hill, the 
father of the Su:flolk Strict Baptist Churches, 
preached the annual sermon from Gen. xlix. 
10. The wonde1ful predic1ion end gracious 
promiee were thoughtfully worked out in his 
own way, growinir eloqut-nt, end warm, end 
emphutic, 88 be rtferred to the great gather
ing of His people. 

In the evening Mr. Charles Wilson pre
•ided; reed Pen. Ix vii., and Mr. Bekber 
offered prayer. The chairmen, in birnpening 
remarks, spoke of Su:fl'alk 88 being e highly 
favoured IanJ for men of 1ru1b, who,e hearts 
were full of fire, intent on spreading the 
good news of selvalion, often bavh:,g to walk 
roanv miles in all weathers. Well, friends 
(seict" the chairmen), the Society is main
tained to render pecuniary a•si•tance to 
Strict Baptist ministers who, in addition to 
their peetorel work, preach the Gospel lo 
those remote parts where the people other-

wise would not heRr the f!'OOd n~w• of ealva
tion by the atoning sacrifice of Christ. 

Mr. W. J. Styles, the London Corre•pon
dent, whose courtesy to us has Alwe~• been 
unique and appreciative, read the following 
repott :-

" Custom, which gives lows to so mnny 
thing•, Is llselfsubject to the ~rent law of 
change. In by-gone days annual reports of 
reli~ious organizations were wont to hPgin 
by informinp; all that were conl'erned that 
another revolving year bod rolled away. 
The time-honoured sentence has le1ely been 
little used. We, however, rather cling to 
the pbreseology of the pest. Permit us 
therefore, to observe that another revolvieg 
yur bas rolled away, bringing us to the 
pleasant occasion of 1be annual gathering of 
the llletropoliten friends end supporters of 
1he Society in whose interests we are assem
bled. We ere glad to assemble in a rhapel, 
three of whose pastors have been honourably 
conn,cted with Suffolk, and under the 
auspices of a Suffolk men. Cbrisfion mis
•ioos are threefold, comprising forei~n, city. 
end home mission~. The :8rst have the 
,tronp;est claims on our sympothy and sup
port on the p;round of the Master's p;rend 
injunction to His servants to go out into all 
the world, end preach the Gospel to every 
rreeture. City missions likewise appeal with 
cogent force to all who desire to behold the 
lost end degraded sinners of our larger 
towns saved and elevated by the wondrous 
opera1ions of grace. To neither of these, 
however, is present reference made, but to a 
Society which is maintained to render pecu
niary a.sistance to Strict and Particular 
Baptist ministers, who, in addition to their 
pa•torel work, preach the Gospel in remote 
villages nnd hamlets. This may be the place 
to observe that the object of the Society is 
001, as ~ome recent notices of it miAht lead 
the public Lo suppose, simply to increase the 
incomes of pastors who ere insufficiently sup
ported by their people. Other agencies ere 
devoted to this object, and do their work in a 
most impartial and efficient manner. The 
Particular Baptist Fund demands most 
honourable and irrateful mention for the 
sub.,tantiel help which It bRS afforded lo many 
country pastors belonging to our section of 
t be greet Bep1i&t denomineliou. Our mis
sion, however, gives Its grant• solely to those 
wlio labour in the way opecified, work out
side the proper sphere of the pe&lorete being 
the absolute condition of any sums befog 
voted to a minister out of its funds, 

"Other Christians are becoming alive to 
the fact that the religious w~lf'ure of rural 
distticte is best secured by mointoining large, 
strong, end efficient Cbu1cbes, with village 
stations in loyal connec1ion with them, ln
s1eed of multiplying small Churches, which 
is now allowed to be a cerlain source of 
feeblenees and failure. On this principle our 
Society bee pursued Its useful cour,e for egreat 
many years. It u not our present business 
to recount whet bee been attempted and 
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accompll•hed durln11; the l1111t yur by the I ol our cause, Sel,m (Ricbmond), Camden 
agent• uf the Boclely, Thi• may be learned Lecture Hall, Elim· chapel (Limehouse), 
from the printed report• which ere to be Bap1i,1 chapel (Clapham junction), Bapti,t 
circulate,I this evening, end the secretary, chapel (Colnbrook), Providence chapel (Ia
who I• present, will perhnps give some items lington), Keppel-street 'Chapel, Zion chapel 
of more recent lotellie:ence. We are •olely (Deptford), Silver-street chapel rNotling
concerned with the elfort to enli•t end main- liill), end Arlillery-street chapel; in all 14. 
teln friend• end supporter• in the Metropolis May heaven hie•• them, a• they have shown 
and Its environs, Our Churches in Suffolk I us kindnes, in lbe name of our one glorious 
and Norfolk ere mololy composerl of the poor Saviour and Heal'f." 
and the lowly of the earth, and appeal may I Mr. J.E. Hezelton, secretery of the Aged 
therefore with propriety be made to our Pilgrims' Friend Society, in a fluent1 fervent, 
fellow Chrisllaos elsewhere for kindly and and prnctical speech, moved the Jollowing 
generous help. This coosideralioo was resolution: "That the report just read be 
recognised in days gone by, nor i• it less very heerlily received by this assembly, and 
paramount In the present time. With 11,'reat that we will, individuelly and collectively, 
irrelilude we recount that the following occord to the Suffolk and Norfolk Home 
sums have been gathered through ·the Metro- Mission our cordial and prayerful sympath)• 
politan Auxiliary during the last eight and support during tl)e coming year." One 
financial years, Colobrook, Watford, and of the most striking characteristics of the 
High Wycombe are included, BS they ere Church is missionary work. The Strict 
connected with the efforts of London friends, Baptists of to-day have a Home and Foreign 
Personal subscrfplions, so highly valued, os Missionary Society. This new interest in onr 
well as eon11re11etional collections, are in- section is indicativeofaspiritol revival. We 
eluded :-1879, £1114•. 3d.; 1880, £1815s.; who holJ the doctrine of grace should be the 
1881, £25 10•. ld,; 1882, £30 15,. 3 J. ; 1883, last to disobey the command, "Go into all 
£66 I0,. Id.; 1884, £75 18s. Id.; 1885, £97 the world and preach lhe Gospel to every 
13s. Id, These figures surely indicate a creature." 
wonderful amount of cordial Christian liber- Mr. Moxham seconded the resolution, and 
ality, and prove· the existence aorl operation said all work of the right kind must begin at 
of the l{race of God in many hearts. II the home-our Lord began at home-and 
collections this year should hardly come up referred to missionary effort as requiring 
to those of the last, we shall ascribe it to the first, a model. The Master must be our 
bard times, and not to any lack of interest in Model. Then the message. The Gospel 
our friends. Our services are, to a great is the Lord's appointed meam for bringing 
extent, held at the season of the year when His people to Himself. There must be 
few meetings are being called in our Metro- method. We go to work with a method . 
. politau chapels, and may be likened to the Our Lord is pleased to use instruments for 
gleaning ()f grapes "when the vintage is the dissemination of His truth. There is 
done." We therefore gratefully acknow- next the missionary. He is one who requires 
ledge the kindness manifested, It will not gifts. The work is the MBBter's, end here 
be out of place to note that all the success i~ comes in the injunction, ·' Whatsoever thy 
attributable to the labour, of our brother hand findeth to do, do it." Mr. Moxham 
Hill, by whose acceptable ministr3tions so concluded his well-ordered address by refer
many encouraging congregations have been 'riog to the manners and motive of the 
gathered. The vigour, versatility, and missionary. 
variety of his sermons, to say nothing of Messrs. Hill, Bland, J. R. Wakeling, and 
their savour and •pirituality, is a cause of Burrows, delivered suitable, spiritual, and 
delight and even •urprise to many. His savoury speeches. Mr. R. E. Sears gave a 
style of preaching is his own, original, most interesting paper on "Personal 
characteristic, and unique, and London is to Reminiscences of Cnristian work in Rural 
be congratulated on having hod so many Districts," which we hope to furnish our 
oppnrtuoilies of attending his mioistry. readers with next month. The very profit
There are other grand old men then he, from able meetiog concluded witn praise and 
whose honoured brow some of his well-earneJ prayer. JOHN WATERS BANKS. 
laurels have very righteously been recently 
.plucked, end we claim your kind apprecia
tion for our worthy and beloved brother. 
No1hing now rewaios but for us to ecknow
ledge the great kindness of the friends on 
this present occasion, who have received us 
witb extreme kindness, providing an excel
leot tea, and in all ways doing their best to 
encourage us BB the servants of the mission. 
And while we thank them, we claim recog
nilloo for tbe pBBtors or managers of tbe 
following chapels, whicb bave been so cheer
fully ploced at our disposal :-Zoar chapel 
(Hounslow), West Hill (Wandawortb), 
Shouldbam-street cliapel, Mount Zion (Hill
street), whose pastor Is especially thanked 
or his earnest and warm-hearted advocacy 

HORNSBY RISE. - The anniversary 
services of Ebeoezer Sunday-school, Elthoroe
road, were neJd on Sunday, June 13 and 17. 
A very encouregiD g sermon waa preached 
by Mr. G. Holland on the Sunday, and on 
Thursday a well-attended public meeting 
was held, Mr, J. H. Dearsly in the chair. 
)jrother Goodhem read the report, which 
was very interesting, especially a.• it showed 
an increase. G. Holland, W. Wileman, and 
H. J. Wileman gave addresses, which were 
interspersed with singing. This was the best 
meeting we have ever bad in connection with 
the Sunday-school, and we de11ire to he very 
thankful for the belp afforded and tbe 
encouragement received.-H. W, 
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WALTHAM ABBEY.-On Thunday, 
July 15, the nnninrssry of the pastorate of 
Mr. W. Winter• wa• celebrated, Mr. John 
Huot L,•nn, of Forest-,rate, preached a aweet 
and aavoury aermon ha,ed upon Psa. xxv. 5, 
which many preeeol found to be comfortioir 
and edlf1·in11," to their soul•. After ten, of 
which a ',roooly numl\er partook in the ad
joininl{ !1Cho1l-room, the chair was taken in 
the evenin,r by Mr. John Woten, Banko, who 
opened the meetinl{ with that splendid hymn 
of Samuel Medley'•, he,rinning,-

" Awake. my Rottl. in jn~-rul laye. 
Anli sin,z th,· ~r<"o.t Herleemer'R prater: 
H<! Jut,;tl:_\' dairn~ &. eou,z from thee, 
Bib lovingkindness, U how free I" 

After which the chairman reed Heh. xiii. 
Mr. Henry Lee off',reri •arne•t prayer, and 
Mr. Banks haviol{ made B few appropriate 
l'emarks on the prerinus element, " Love," of 
which he pn•ses,..., R larl["e shore, both natural 
and spiritual, called upon Mr. R. Burbridtre 
to speak. Mr. Burbridge havinl{ caught the 
same sweet apirit, dwelt upon the wonderful 
Jove of God as fou od in the language of 
David (2 Sam. i. 26). Mr. F. C. Holden 
spoke delightfo:Jy, audio words of truth and 
soberness. on the I.Jeliever being in Christ. 
.Mr. W. H. Lee was verv firm on the nature 
of spiritual worship; Mr. J. l:I. Lynn testi
fied experimentall~· of the blessedness of the 
works of Christ,,. Lo, I nm with you al way," 
and spoke with much feelin,r on the labours 
of the late beloved editor, Mr. C. W. Banks, 
and especially on the occa-ion of his preaching 
at Walworth-common. which was blessed to 
his soul ; Mr. H. Myerson was calm and 
derided on the true meaning of the word, 
'·Saint"; Mr. F. H. Noyes gathered up the 
fragments. which proved of equal value with 
the rest of the speeches. The pastor, Mr. 
W. Winters, thanked the chairman for his 
loving services, aad proirno,ticated that be 
would be called to fi,J the chair at manv 
other similar m•etines in the future. Mr. 
B. Woodrow offered fervent prayer, and Mr. 
Banks concluded the happy meeting with 
the Benediction. Dless the Lord. In the 
company were Mes.,rs. G. Lovelock, Hitch
cock, W. James, W. Harri•, James Lee, 
Henry Lee, t:imirb, and •everal other friends 
from London. Duriall," the t-ervice very kind 
reference wa• mode to .Mr. W. Winters and 
his irreat work ,u; pa<tor, preacher, and editor 
of three montblJ mag,,z,nes. The collec
tions were e.:celleuL-ONE OF Us. 

BOuNSLOW. - Zoar, though found 
amongst the little oues, it has been, and still 
is, a place where the King of kings and 
Lord of lords take• His "elks and proves to 
us the truthfulnes, c,f the verse found in 
!Solomon's Sonp; d. 2, of which Watts says-

., Be feedB e.mnng~t I be spicey beds, 
Where lilie1::1 show Ll.wir epotlesa hea.de." 

He bas been ga I hering some of His lilies 
here, for tLere be• been three dear female 
saints, two members, and one of them a 
non-member, and two males taken home. 
One of the males, our aged brother and 
much-esteemed deacon, Richard Higham, 
aged 86. In bis early days a firm standard-

bearer a thorough !(Ood helpmeet In bla 
office, loving and holding the truth firmly 
unto the end. Of late yenrs declining health 
prevented bis constant attendance upon the 
means of grace. When we were at bis on] 
daughter's funeral on June lo, the late muc!. 
loved Mn,. Ro•e, whom the Lord, on June 8 
suddenly plucked from His garden, lb~ 
Church, and from the bosom of her much
loved husband and the family. Brother 
Higham entered very eweetly Into conver
sation about bis anticipated dissolution and 
eternal entrance into bis heavenly Father'• 
home above; and he said then with confidence 
that he was lonp;lug to enter that" bou•enot 
made with hancl•, eternal in the heavens," 
The other male, a younv: disciple, named in 
,July numbt>r (James Baylis Jeffs), making 
the two males and three females. This bas 
made a large p;ap in our small cause during 
the first six months of this year, and one 
dear child from the Sabbath-school bas also 
been taken in addition to the above. uur 
loss is their 1,1ain, but it is a mercy the 
heavy, dark clouds tliat bang over our 
beads possess a silvery tint around their 
edge. It bas been so in our case, al
though there have been lilies gathered 
out ol the Lord'• garden here below and 
transplanted to lairer, happier, and better 
climes. The Lord of the vineyard bas not 
forp;otten the same. leaving us bare or in a 
desolate state, for He bas iriven us reassuring 
pleasure that He does still remember 
"Zoar" by permitting us to see five females 
and one male, after passing through the 
baptismal waters on the previous Lord's-day 
received into full communion with the 
Church at the Lord's table on the first Sab
bath this July month. May the dear Spirit 
the Comforter bless them abundantly and 
make them a blessing, and still add unto us 
those whom He Ila• ordained unto eternal 
life through the ministry of our much
esteemed pastor, brother J. Curtis.-A. J. 

BOW.-The pastor of Mount Zion chapel 
(Mr. W. H, Lee) and hi, friends held their 
eighth anniver,ary of layio!l" the foundation 
stone of the chapel on Lord's-day, June 20. 
The pastor preHcbed in the morning and Mr. 
R. Burbridge in the evening. On June 22, 
W. Winters preached in the afternoon; end 
after a comlorrable tee, a public meeting was 
held and presided over by Mr. J.M. Rundell, 
of the Surrey Tabernacle. Mr. Lee bavln,: 
introduced Mr. Rundell as the chairman of 
the eveniop;, the latter read part of Heh. x., 
and commented upon the same in a ready 
and pro6tahle manner. Mr. Kundell alao 
gave an encournglnp; address on the union 
of the body of Chr-ist, from whom it drew all 
its life and sarlsfaction. Mr. F. C. Holden 
gave an excellent address on the stone with 
seven eyes. W. Winters •poke ou the neces
sity of eteadfastnese in filirh, Bad Church, and 
order. Mr. Flavel enlarged with much 
profit to the hearers on the nature of grace. 
Mr. J. Bennett gave a few words, as did also 
the P,BStor, and thP, meeting terminated 
happily with the benediction. Mr. Lewis 
and other brethren were present,-ED. 
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OPENING OF ALMSHOUSES FOR 
THE LORD'S POOR AT BT. IVES. 
On Wednesday, June 23, •peclal •ervice• 

were held lo the Pnrllcular Bapti•t Meeting 
House, Crowo-ynrd, on the occa,ioo of the 
opeolnJ!,' ol four almshouses which have been 
erected and put lo trust for the Lord's poor 
In connection with the ebove piece of wor
ship, by Mr. end Mr8. John PlgJ!,'ott, of 
Cheepslde, London, The elmshouses ere 
erected nearly opposite the ehove-mentiooed 
meeting hou•e. The houses ere of somewhat 
,Gothic character, having steep gabled roofs, 
projecting bay windows carried on brackets 
form features in two of the houses, while the 
others hove three light casements. The 
general facing ls of white Suffolk brick, and 
the roofs ere covered with dark strawberry
coloured tiles, bands of Melm bricks being 
introduced in walls and chimney•. The 
whole of external woodwork is of English 
oak, varnished. The four building, are 
enclosed externaliy with hollow walls, to 
resist penetration of damp to the interior. 
The floors are of solid deal blocks laid on 
Portland cement concrete. The internal 
arrangements of each house comprise a living 
room, a bedroom, and ~cullery. The site is 
enclosed in front with ornamental iron 
railings and piers. The buildinj!;s have been 
etudiously designed with a view to picturesque 
effect, to secure which, and durability of 
construction, no expense or care bas been 
spared. The architect, from whose design 
and under whose superio tendence the houses 
have been erected, is Mr. Joseph J ohoson, 
A.R.I.B.A., of King-et., London, Messrs. R. 
B. Skeels & Son, St. Ives, being the builders, 

In the afternoon, Mr. Hazlerigg, of Lei
cester, preached a most excellent sermon to 
a large congregation from a part of the 9th 
verse of Matt. vi., "Hallowed be Thy name." 
A public tea was subsequently held, and 
300 sat down to partake of the social cup. 

lo the evening a public meeting was held 
in the chapel, and the building was crowded, 
many having to sit in the aisles. Mr. Samuel 
Haynes, the minister of the chapel, took the 
chair ; end after the meeting had been opened 
by singing the hymn l'Ommeociog, "Glori
ous things of Thee are spokei;," the reading 
of Psa. cxlvl. by Mr. Thomes Green, deacon 
of Surrey Tabernacle. London, and prayer hy 
Mr. John Piggott's father, 

Mr. HRynes made a few opening remarks, 
~xpressive of the pleasure it gave him to 
preside over such a meeting. He said they 
had often met together for various rurposes, 
such as laying foundation stones o cbapels1 
of opening of chapels, for enlarging ot 
chapels, for the formation of Churches, and 
for the administration of ordinances; but be 
never remembered meeting together for the 
purpose of opening almshouses and homes for 
the Lord's puor in their own denomination. 
It was a new feature, nod God's goodness 
was manifest to them all regarding the matter 
that had brought them to11:etber. He was 
glad to find Mr. and Mrs. Piggott still felt a 
<leep interest lo the welfare of God's cause BI 
that piece, and bad given a plain ~od sure 

proof of that lo the erection of the aim ... 
houses, in connection with which they had 
met. After expresolnj!; a hope that 
their meeting together might be made 
profitable, through the presence of God, he 
called upon Mr. John Piggott, of London, to 
address the meeting. 

Mr. Piggott oai,J: My dear friends, thi• 
meeting hRR been a good deal on my mind, 
and especially during the lest hall~hour, as 
to what I should say to you. I think I 
never felt the need of help more then I rfo 
to-night, and if it were not for bein!l; wrongly 
judged, I would only be a listener on tbi• 
occasion. God in His wisdom bioe• from us 
His purposes. We know not what may 
happen on the morrow. As regarrls the 
Almshouses, I have had douots and fears for 
a long time ; and if at the bel!'inninl{ I could 
have foreseen this evening's meeting, it 
would have been a great obstacle in starting 
the work. As there have been so many 
reasons given why I have built the Alms
houses, and J have been told matters con
nected with them so opposite to the truth, 
that it bas been thought the wiser course 
would be for me to give a plain statement of 
the facts respecting them. I doubt not but 
that most of you have heard various reports 
concerning the houses, and as I do not wish 
for any mystery associated with them, I in
tend to make a clean breast of the whole 
affair, and you will then be able to judge 
whether the work has been done from a right 
motive, and whether the houses are erected 
tbrou1th the Holy Spirit working in me. 
Most of you know that Mrs. Pig1tott and I 
have been closely connected with this chapel 
from our infancy, and of late years we have 
much enjoyed the prayers of the saints on 
Sunday afternoons, and that specially refers 
to Mr. C. Harradine, who used to come to 
the afternoon prayer meetin1t9. For such a 
,brother of the faith to come from the Union 
for prayer and worship, and afterwards 
return there, caused me much anxiety of 
mind, whether " if the Lord will " could I 
not do something to help such an one. I 
have been long convinced that money is only 
good according to the good use that can be 
made of it. I olten wished I could pray like 
Harradine. I believe it was his prayers that 
fixed the idea of building .Almshouses for the 
Lord's poor in this town. For a long time I 
feared to speak to anyone. I carried the 
subject in my own mind, until it began to 
trouble me. One evening, after chapel, the 
opportune moment came wben I felt I would 
talk tbe matter over with Mrs. Piggott, and 
I told her what were my thoughts and ex
plained to her my wishes, end suggested bow 
to raise a fund to build the Almshouses. She 
in this solemn matter proved a helpmeet in
deed. The result was that after serious 
cousideration, we resolved to write a letter 
embodying our desires, and what I wrote 
was as follows:- -

Sunday night, Xov. 13, lSSl. 
By the help of God, my darling wire ,.nd I 

agree tho.t [certain profits] shall be devoted a,a"' 
thank-offering to the Lord of heaven aod ea.rth 
as au ackuowlctlgment uf His great llltircy to us, 
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an~ •nch Jlrofll• to be •I'•nL In building Alme
boU~e~ for thCI Lord's poor cennected with the 
Churi:,h And congn,gatloo of tho P&rtlcolu 
Bapti~t Meeting Hou!le. Crown-yard, St. IveA, 
Hun!• .. looking to th• God of &II grace for salva
tion, Rnd truBting Him nlonc to keep onr h('&rtE 
tlteadfaet in this mat~r. and to preee"e us from 
all c,il, in Hie fear we 111ign thi~ oovenRnt with 
bt:'nven, and may the Lord bless ne. 

JOHN PIGGOTT, 
CHARLOTTE PIGGOTT. 

11 Them that honour Me I will honour." 
" Fear not, I will help thee." 

I little thought when I WTOte that letter that 
I •hould have to read it here to-night. After 
having written it, we knelt down and asked 
tbe God of Infinite wisdom to direct us in all 
thin![" connected with the matter. After 
this, I felt greatly relieved, as I believed we 
were right in God's sight. But the relief 
did not last long, becauBe I soon felt it to be 
a solemn thing to write a letter almost to 
God, and it became a burden for me to carry. 
I doubted if I bad been led by the Spirit of 
God at all, and if I bad done right, and 
whether it would ever come to pass that the 
hou•ei: would be built. Of course, God only 
knew ; but now it is accomplished makes it 
altogether a different matter. However, my 
mind become somewhat relieved. for in four
teen months, or J anuery, 1883, the fund 
stood at £3,50; in January, 1884, I added 
£,389; in January, 1885, ,£289 : and last 
.Tanuarv. I em sorrv to say, only £173. Mr. 
Haynes,'on Sunday last. read the chapter in 
the Acts of the Apostles, which I had read 
m&.ny times in the last three or four years, 
eoncerning Ananias and Sapphire, and I 
thought then of this matter and what a 
merrv it was that I bad been preserved 
steadfast, as I had been many times tempted 
to uoe this money for other good purposes. 
It wa• my intention to keep silence respecting 
the matter until all was ready for the work, 
and funds sufficient. The money now 
amounting to over £1,000, I began to feel 
afraid of holding my peace. As you are 
aware, I bought the garden upon which 
the houses now stand in the month of Nov., 
1883, et what many thought a ruinous priee. 
I bad previously been ell over the town 
endeavouring to get a suitable piece of 
~und, but found it impossible. I bad 
endeavoured to buy this garden before it was 
in the market, but the owners would not 
part with it for any consideration. For 
reasons known to many of you, this garden 
was put up for sale ueerpectedly, and I went 
to that sale com·inced I was to purchase it. 
I looked et the feet of its being in the market 
in a providential light. I bought the garden, 
and the question amongst my friends was, 
What we, I going to do with it? and it was 
a trying ordeal not to satisfy the inquisitive 
queslioninga of friends end reletires a@ to my 
intentions respecting it. I bad it enfran
chilied and made freehold at a cost, with the 
purcba,e-money, of about £600. It was 
very difficult to keep my own coun11el. How
ever, the time came to take the next step, 
and, on February 2. 1885, I wrote the 
following letter:-

MY DEAR FATHER AND MOTRI!R,-You hava 
boon a liltle curious respecting garrlen oppoolte 
chapel and I now write to Inform you that It lo 
my intent.ton, 11 if the Lord will," to erect rour 
freehold cottagee, and endow them and present 
them to the Parttculor Bnptlst Meeting Houee 
of whioh you a.re membere. The mano.geruen& 
&nd matters connecte,l with thorn I ehould keep, 
in my own bands during my lire. 

It was put Into my heart to commence a fund 
ror thtspurpoee three yeare&go, e.nd,onJanuary 
10, 1885, it stood at £1,092 9s. 6d. I would rather 
II should not ho talked about, bnt h..vo no ob
jection• Lo your showing this letter and the 
drawings to any who are intorest,rd at heart In 
the matter, as tbat will •ne myeelr eaying mucb 
about them. My doing tble I• not that I havo 
so much money, as that my darling wife and 
myself &re anA;ous to use that we bavo aright. 
And to Him who Is our hope ot everlasting llr<t 
be all the praise. With our best love, youi· 
affectionate son, 

JOHN PIOGOTT. 

That letter, you will observe, was written 
eighteen months ago, and after it was written 
I thought the way was clear for me to go 
ahead with the work, for I bad the plans and 
everything ready. But it was not to be
the corporation of St. Ives stepped in with 
the new Cattle Market project, and it was a 
debateable question as to where the Alms
houses were to be built. It is unnecessary to 
repeat what most of you know, bow the 
corporation kept me waitinl!" for months end 
months. According to my faith the houses 
were to be where they are now, and yet to 
ell appearances it was not to be, as the cor
poration seemed determined to have the 
garden for the market. It is now a matter 
of history bow, having practically made 
arrangements for purchasing the garden for 
the market, a town's meeting was suddenly 
called, which caused the corporation to over
turn ell their previous arrangements and to 
fix upon the present site for the new 
market. This left me to do what I could 
with my garden. They bad wasted much 
valuable time, in addition to losing about 
eighteen months' interest on about £600. 
But in the end the houses are built where I 
first wished them to be. I might be tempted 
to digress somewhat and tell you of . many 
little incidents that would be interesting to 
you· but they are more or less of a personal 
nat~re, and i fear my statement is oltogeth~r 
egotistical enough, but do not see how: it 
could be otherwise. The land upon which 
the houses now stand will cost only about 
£150. I will forbear referring much to 
other matters and wearying you with other 
people'• weaknesses, and I will now read yo_u 
the kind ietter we received from this 
Church:-

From tbe Church or Chriet, nasemhled thi• 
first day of March, 1885, at the Particular 
Bartlst Meeting House, Crown-yard. St Ives, 
Hunts, Lo our esteemed brother and sister, Mr. 

ant,;;;;~A::l:. r~g~g:i.l~l~"i: with unrelgoed 
pl, a.sure we he.ve to acknowledge God's great.a 
KOodness 1n having put it into your bearte to 
favour this pe.rt of His Zion, inasmuch as Y,8 

underst&nd from our dear friend aod senior 
deacon, Mr. Piggott (your ta1her), that It Is your 
Intention, God w1lling, to build four dwelllngs 
for the Lord"• poor and needy people. 
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Thie I• wb&teomo ol ne hove Jong deaircd, but 
could hardly hope for; trnly, God I• good to 
Ieraol, and whon wo look baok to the paet, to 
your aeeoclntlon with us lrom Infancy, think of 
yoa both having boon brougl.Jt ap amongst u~, 
lnbourad In the Se.bbnth-•chool amongst u•, and 
not only of your contlnnod friendly foaling 
toward■ as, but now also of t,bls your especial 
remembrance of the de&r Lord la His members, 
we are oonstralned to eay, What bath God 
wrought? Well, doar friends, it I• written, 
" Blessed ls he tt:at consldereth the poor "; &ncl 
Ihle, through the groat goodness and mercy ol 
God, you have been favoured to do, and we do 
desire that Hie chotoeet blessing• me.y reat on 
you and your•, o.nd that yon both, together with 
your dear boy, mo.y, tn God's Lime, ho.ve an 
•bnndant on&ro.nce ministered unto yon in~o the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and l:laviour 
Jeane Christ, unto whom be glory iu the C!lurch 
throughout all a8'e•, wo~ld without end. Amen. 

Signed on behalf of the Church: S. Hayne•, 
Minleter; John Piggott, Senior, deacon; Jame• 
A. Smite, deacon: Charles Banke, W. Gaunt, T. 
Lowinge, S. Meeks, E. Potter, W. White, Jghn 
P. Woods, members. 

After that letter came from the Church we 
were hindered again; but I bold the deed 
now concerning the Almshouses, which is 
rather a unique document. The main pro
visions of the deed are that the property is 
vested in nine trustees, who bold it in trust 
(1) for all poor end afflicted members of the 
Church; (2) failing members, then for those 
who belong to the congregation, and (3 ), in 
ca•e of this Church and congregation having 
no poor or afflicted members, then for the 
mem hers of other Churches in other towns of 
the same faith and order. With regard to 
the r11les for the regulation of the house•, I 
have visited many other almshouses to gain 
Information. I think I have bad alms
houses on the brain during the last few ye81'9. 
At any rate, I have gained much experience 
during my inspection of other houses, and, 
with the help and advice of friends, we have 
drawn up our deed and rules rather from 
experience gained than from deeds. I saw 
the houses of Sir Moses Montefiore, consisting 
of several beautiful cotla11,'es, They are for 
poor priests from Poland, and three only 
were inhabited. At Dover, there are 34 
almshouses, the inmates of which paid 20s, 
last year and they bad 29s. returned. At 
Sandwich, there are several almshouses, 
founded about 1100 A-D., which are 
well endowed. A brother or sister can 
be elected ; bis or her name is put on a 
tablet over the door. They have to attend 
church once a fortnight. At Margate, 
Yoakiey's Charity, consisting of a number 
of almshouse~, I consider best of all. At 
Newport Isle of Wight, the almshouses 
consist of one room only and bRve no income 
except from tbeclmrch, The Queen's Alms
houses at Wbippingham are seven in number. 
Two of them were empty when I sew them. 
They look beautiful outside. There are no 
specinl rules as to age or sex. The Talbot 
Almshouses, near Bournemouth, were 
founded by a spinster, and those who are 
eligible for election are married couples, 
w !dowers, bachelors, or widows ; but no 
spinsters. I have mentioned the above 
particulars to show the necessity tor rules. 

In the houaea we have built, the inmates 
will not he allowed to keep animal• of any 
sort, except a bird In a cage. They will not 
be allowed to keep e cat or dog, as Mrs. A•• 
cat probab!y would not be on good terma 
with Mrs. B'• do"I', end one houl!e I visited, 
an inmate bed bad over thirty birds in one 
room. That makes the restriction necessary 
as regards birds. My de•ire throughout the 
work bas been to he led end guided by the 
Holy Spirit, and I have earnestly prayed to 
be p?eserved from the pride of my own 
heart in lhe ma.tier, and I can say to-night, 
in _the presence of an all-seeing God, I 
heheve that prayer bes been distinctly 
answered, although, un tii recently, it did 
not enter my mind that tbe unkind remarks 
said about the houses and my failing health 
the last three or faur ye-ars, when I have 
twice been at death's door, should be the 
menus of preventing me from think
ing more highly of myself than I ought 
to think. Many times these difficulties 
have caused me to lay the whole case before 
the Lord, not knowing whether I should live 
or die. It bes of1en been a heavy load. I 
felt sorry so much ado was to be made about 
the houses, as it was in my heart to do the 
work, and by God's help I have•done it with 
ell my might. As regards the inscription 
on the stone it was my intention that my 
name ~bould not be connected with- the 
houses, end so I called them " The Pilgrim'• 
Rest;" but directly I went to the architect 
and lawyer, tbey both put on their particu
lars and described them as " Pi!!'gott's 
Almshouses." I was determined that there 
should be no public foundation stone laying, 
although :ny mother, who I am glad to say 
is better, urgently wished me to lay the 
stone, aBd when she found I would not, she 
pressed me to allow my little soa to do so, as 
she hoped in after years it might cause him 
to be interested in them. Mr. J . .A.. Smith 
spoke to me about this public opening, aud I 
said there should be none. He then said, 
We will have an opening amon1; ourselves. 
Then I thought if I did not appear here also 
it would seem strange to many, and so I 
came, and I have attempted to give you the 
bi,tory of the whole matter. "Fear not, I 
will help thee" are precious words to Mrs. 
Piggott, and "Them that ~onour me I will 
honour" appear on the stone through the 
following circumstances :-Twenty years 
ago, I went to London, wishing to be free; 
but it was my custom to read a few verses 
and kneel down, when, after being in a 
wholesale house a few weeks, I was to sleep 
in a room with two young men who openly 
despised the Bible, and it was to me a ~ reet 
trouble, as I knew they would not hesitate 
to empty a pail of water over me, and whilst 
sitting at the dinner table, those words were 
spoken to me, and my mind was relieved of 
all fears, and those two young men with all 
their drinking aud swearing, and horse play, 
when I went to bed and read and prayed as 
usual, those very young men always left me 
alone and would never allow me to be 
molested or interfered with. There are those 
present who are anxious that these senices 
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•hou ld be used as R reminder as to what 
God'e children •hould do; but it Is not my 
intention to •ay one word In that re•pect 
and having 1rlven l'OU the11e simple facto and 
pa~tiC"ulars, I desire the Lord J esu• Christ to 
be my example where He •ays, " If I honour 
My11elf My honour I• nothin1t; it is My 
Father that honoureth Me,'' and if in mercy 
the God of heaven will uphold me by His 
j!T&ce. pre!lerl'e my feet from falling, and at 
la•t 1rive me an abundant entrance into 
that 1rloriou• rest that rernainetb for the 
people of God; to His name be all the praise. 
I now band this Deed to Mr. Smith aa 
repre!ll'n tinp: the trw,teeo. 

Mr. ,J. A. SMITH, in receiving the deed, 
e,cprl!S!'ed the pleasure with which be held it 
on behalf of that Church. He Mid the facts 
and circumstances stated 1,y Mr. Pi1rgott 
were quite true. Mr. Pig1rott bad objected 
10 an~- public meeting or toervices in connec
tion with the bou,ies, and Mr. Haynes and 
himself had said they would then have a 
meeting amon1r themselves, es they thought 
that was the right course. Their Church was 
not compo!led of the well-to-do class of 
people; but more especially the poor and 
afflicted class, and therefore they could not 
but acknowledge God's goodness and mercy 
in constraining Mr. and Mrs. Piggott to 
honour the Lord, as they had done in the 
building of the almshouses. Many of them 
had no idea of what had been 88id of Mr. 
and Mrs. Piggott concerning the houses, 
hut he believed that what they hlltl done had 
been done with a single eye, and for the 
glory of God. 

Some e:ircellent addresses of a congratu
latory nature, suitable to, and for the improve
ment of tile occasion, were made. 

Mr.John Mead addressed the meeting from 
the word•, " Is there not a cauae?" giving 
-several reasons why he was present on such 
an interesting occasion, and concluded by 
earnestly desiring that the blessing of the 
Lord might rest upon pastor and people. 

Mr. O. 8. Dolbey, of Slaithwaite, expressed 
the pleasure be experienced in being present, 
and made some well chosen remarks on the 
words, " H ath not God chosen the poor of 
this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom," and rejoiced in the fact that hie 
friend, Mr. Pig~tt, had in this matter fol
lowed the e:irampleof the glorious Son of God, 
who chose the poor of this world, and trusted 
that many others would go and do likewise. 

Mr. Tbomas C..rr, deacon of Surrey Taber
nacle, said the statements made by Mr. 
Piggott brought forcibly to bis mind the 
words of the apostle, •' The effectual, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much." 
The events of this day proved how the Lord 
was ple88ed to bless the prayers of His people, 
and dwelt upon the fact that this noble gift 
was not a legacy after death, but that it waa 
given whilst living, and concluded by praying 
that the pilgrims might be favoured with the 
presence of the Lord in their beautiful homes. 

Mr. Piggott, senior, then elated bow the 
Lord bod hotb temporally and spiritually 
blease<i his eon and his partner in life, and 

how it rejoiced his heart to see and hear 
wbRt be had this day. 

Mr. Green, In hie rernRrb, referred to the 
pleasant associations that existed between 
himself and Mr. Piggott, In connection with 
their Sabbath-school, as well a• in their more 
private oft'airs, and referred to the esteem 
in which Mr. Ph,:gott was held, and he 
felt that in him he had a sincere friend 
who wRs ever ready to give him good and 
sound counsel. 

Mr. J. P. Woods, superintendent of the 
Sunday-school, felt assured that they were 
right in acknowledging the Lord'• hand In 
this matter, and gave an Interesting account 
of the origin of the cause of truth In St. 
Ives 70 years ago. 

Mr. Hazlerigg, in the few remarks he 
made, referred to the rules mentioned by 
Mr. Piggott, and addressed him personally 
respecting the work which he believed was 
began and finished in the "Fear of the Lord." 

F. Warren, E~q., as Mayor of St. Ives, in a 
few earnest words, congratulated Mr. Piggott 
upon the work be had achieved, and hoped 
his example would be followed by others. 
St. Ives was rich in its association wilh public 
benefactors. They had had an Oliver Crom
well, a Potto Brown, and in the list must 
now be added the names of Mr. and Mrs. 
Piggott, as the builders of those beautiful 
almshouses, which, in his opinion, were an 
ornament to the town, and would be so for 
generations. 

The meeting closed by singing the 
Doxology.-We hope to publish an illustra
tion of the Almshouses next month,-.En. 

HARWICH.-On June 29, appropriate 
anniversary sermons were preacli-.d by Mr. 
Wm. Hazelton, in the Baptist Chapel Sun
day-school, to the largest congregations yet 
assembled at this annual gathering, to testify 
by their presence and help, their approval of 
Babbatb-<iay instruction, regardless of .age. 
In the afternoon Mr. Hazelton g-ave a short 
but striking addres~ to the children, when 
an imposing eight was witnessed by those 
who attended that special service, both in the 
neat appearance and in the orderly behaviour 
of some 140 of the scholars, about sixty of 
whom gave very correct renderings of the 
portions of Scripture and hymns selected for 
their learning and recitation. This, whilst 
it redounded greatly to their credit, con
tributed also to mark the much attention 
given to their training and tuition by tbelr 
indefatigable superintendent, Mrs. Cowell, 
and her sixteen zealous class teachers. The 
discipline and progress of the children, with 
their bright and hapry countenances, were 
the admiration of al present; whilst t~e 
parents of the children showed a little justi
fiable pride at the pleasure they felt ae their 
several olive branches put forlll their olives. 
On the Wednesrlay following the children in 
strong muster, with maIJy of their parents, 
had their annual uuting and tea in the far• 
famed Michmletowe Park. The clouds on 
the previous evening showed evident signs of 
objection, and in the night they practically 
suggested that "the stare in their course11 
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still fought agalo•t Bl•era;" hut lo the 
morning the stronger power of the beautiful 
eun broke forth like no army of light, hefore 
which the now feathery cloud• fled away. 
end the bright luminary continued Its peace
ful ehlolog tbrou!l:hout, ending the day by 
setting with a golden smile. This enalJled 
the children, ns also the large number of 
vMtor•, to thoroughly enjoy themselves, and 
which wae well maintained in the spacious 
tent at lon1t tables, laden whh good things, 
the tea being ably and humorously eerved by 
Mr. Jonathon Brewster. Many thanks sre 
also due and hereby tendered to Mr. 
Thackeray, Mr. Grant, Mr. Carter, and 
Mr. Boxall for so readily and kindly lending 
us the use of their wal!'gons and horses for 
the day; likewise to Mr. W. C. 'Grice, Mr. 
Sanders, and Mr. Thompson and friend, for 
their varied and useful gifts. All returned 
home safely nod in good time; and on re
assembling at the chapel, and close of the 
roll-call, for such a day of recreation, safety, 
and success, all _joined heartily i_n sln!l'ing, 
" Prai~e God. from whom all blessmgs flow." 
Local Paper. 

A LETTER OF THANKSGIVING AND 
PR!.ISE TO GOI.,. 

[Add1·essed to Mr. Wright, pastor of 
Wolverhampton.] 

My dearly-loved and esteemed Friend and 
Brether in the Lord Jesus Cbrist,-However 
much I feel in my heart, I cannot here tell 
you with ink and pen the gratitude I feel to 
the Lord, because It bath pleaseJ Him to 
visit my house with Hi~ salvation. Did ever 
the dear Lord bear tbe groaning of the 
prisoner and set the captive free? He bath 
so much the more blessed me-not only in 
my own soul, but in the salvation of one of 
my family, my :flrstborn. He bath not cut 
me off in my sins, but in mercy blotted out 
my transgressions, and looked upon my afflic
tions, and put me into the inner room 
sheltered by blood, so that no destroying 
angel can hurt or harm me ( one of the 
least of the liltle ones). And it makes me 
feel little indeed for my first-born to be spared 
from the evil which now is and that which 
is to come. Oh, how often have I acted 
foolishly and tried to help the Lord to bring 
forth the free-born, like Sarah did by her sad 
mistake regarding the promised child, which 
came, but in the Lord's own appointed way. 
And when the set time came the Lord visited 
her, when she was without strength of her 
own blessed by the Lord. 

Ah, my brother, you know something of 
this, I dare soy ; so the Lord teaches that It 
is His own way and His own time which 
brings the blessloll' and shows from :first to 
last thnt we are saved by grace. I cannot 
help crying when I think of It, how good, 
how kind how full of condescension the Lord 
to have beard my poor breathings-I can 
hardly soy prayer; and yet I feel that it was 
an earnest craving after the blessing. I have 
looked at this one and that one, and felt they 
would hove been the first to have yielded 
themselves to the Lord and obey His Word, 

but no, they are still in the gall of bitterne•s, 
and, If grace prevent not, will die in their 
itins. 

'' Oh, to grll-ce how g-rcat :1 debtor! " 

Never did I feel myself to be a peater deh:.or 
than now, and never folt myself so wenk and 
helpless lo n.sk a grain towards the salvntion 
of a soul than at the present. The Lorrl 
alone knows. And how to express eoy grati
tude towards you for your kindness in writing 
to my daughter I don't know, lo encourage 
her to lean hard upon the Lord. )fay the 
Lord doubly bless and reward you in your 
own soul; and may the blessing be in seeing 
those of yours cal!ed by itfBCe. Had I a 
million pounds to give it would not then 
describe what J feel within, after days, weeks, 
months, and years of anxious lookioll' at my 
family, and watcbiog,and praying for them 
in words not expressed. I feel that you can 
understand a father's prayer for bis child. 
and a husband's prayer for bis wife. 

If the Lord bad not entered into my poor 
heart I should have sank a thousand times ; 
but that sweet text you preached from suits 
me well, "He sent His Word and healed 
them." And Las not the Lord been pleased 
to :flll up the gap; this I take as an earnest of 
what is to follow; nothing is too bard for the 
God of Jacob; and no other than the God of 
Jacob followed J osepb in his trou hies in the 
pit and dungeon end lifted him up to a tbrnne 
to provide for bis brethren. And who can 
fathom the depth of that love in the person 
of Christ ! See where He sank; no poor 
beggar on earth so poor as He-none more 
hated then He; cast out, spit upon, slain, 
but now risen a mighty Prince and a Saviour; 
gone before to provide for His brethren, and 
waiting the time when the w bole elect 
family shall be gathered home ; and not one 
of that number shall be left out. He will 
not be disappointed, as some tell us, that He 
. will not; no, Bis people shall be saved from 
their sins, for they are already blessed in 
Him. Oh, my brother, this is sweet to dwell 
upon the love of God towards His Church 
and people. 

But I must now pass on and leave my cares, 
knowing that the Lord alone can perform 
His own work and save in His own appointed 
time those whom He foreknew and predesti
nated to be heirs to the inheritance which 
is to be realised in the fulness of time. Last 
Wednesday evening we sang the hymn 720. 
Gadsby's selection; I felt it very mucll ; 
what a time that will be when with one voice 
and one heart the whole family shall sing, 
"Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain for 
us." Oh, let me say again, God bless you 
and yours. Amen and Amen. 

Yours in the Lori!. 
A. WAGNELL. 

Carclilf, June 27, 18SG. 

lP.:lWICH.-BETBESDA.-We are con
tinually reminded that this is not our rest, 
and that in connection with all earthly 
things, including the Church of God in a 
militant state, there is a passing away; but 
while the Lord is removing some. He is 
bringing in others to rnke the place of tbose 
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that hRve fought the fight and entered into 
l'e!lt. Bethet!da, the time-honoured eenctuary 
of the Lord, where J. Nunn and T. Pooek 
laboured for their Master in years gone by, 
was the scene of particular interest on Lord's
day, .Tune 6. Unlike our London Churches, 
the ordinance of believers' baptism Is ad
mioi•tered here lo the morning. On the 
day in quei,tion some thousand persons were 
Bl!lll!mhled in this spnclous building to wit
nei,s sb, candidetes attend to this de!>pised 
ordinance. Mr. W. Kero, the pastor, 
preached a very feeling and impressive eer
moo from the words of the man who was 
born blind," One thing I know, that whereas 
I was blind, now I !lee" (John Ix. 25). At 
the close of the •ermon some well-timed 
remarks were addres..<ed to the candidates, 
and. one by one, five sisters and one 'brother 
were b~ptiEed in the name of Father, Soo, 
nd Holy Ghost. 

•· There Is a period J.,iown to God 
\\'hen &IJ His sheep redeemed by blood, 
Shall le&ve the hateful ways of sin, 
Turn to the fold and enter in." 

The service, frolR beginning to end, was of 
a most comforting and en<'onraging descrip
tion. taking many back to the see.son when 
in like manner they obeyed their Lord, and 
enabling them to recount the manifold 
mercies, grace. and goodness that bath helped 
and kept them in the Saviour's fold. The 
singers must have a word. At Bethesda our 
good old hymns ere rendered with special 
interest and most heartily, in A manner in 
which the congregation join with great 
deiigbt, that one is apt to say, 

'' If snch the sweetness of the strea.ms, 
What must the 1onntain be ? " 

In the afternoon there were about 300 com
municants eat down in remembrance of Him 
who lived, and loved, and died, and truly 
this was another season when it was felt the 
king was in the midsL Loving council was 
given by the pastor, after which the six 
newly-baptized, with three others, were 
taken into full communion. While the 
morning and afternoon spoke of growth, 
increase, and addition, the evening service 
bore witness to the other side of our experi
ence. Mr. Kern being called upon in the 
week to commit to the silent tomb the 
mortal remains of Mrs. Clark, a beloved 
si-ter, who was baptized by the late pastor 
some 30 years ago in the river Orwell, and 
llad walked an b111nble, quiet consistent path, 
magnifying the grace that was be~towed to 
the glory of its Giver. The text upon which 
the sermon was based for this solemn occa
sion wa,; Rom. viii. 1, "There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus." The preacher having spoken 
very sweetly on (_I) the person, (2) the 
place, and (3) the privilege, said a few 
words in reference to the departed, testi
fying of ber peace-making, peace-walking 
and peace-loving example, and concluded 
by exuorting otuers to follow her who now 
1 lirough grace and patience inherits the 
promises.-A VISITOR, 

A LETTER FROM DANIEL ALLEN 
TO MR. JOHN W. BANKS. 

MY DBAR FRIENn,-Love, mercy and 
consolation be unto ycu, from the Lord ~r all 
comfort, aid, and sustentatlon. Yours of 
April 2 is now to hand, hy•the young man 
you name, to whom I have attended as you 
desire. The announcement of your dear 
father's leaving earth for heaven bad reached 
me by the April VESSEL, days before I 
received your letter, for which I thank you. 
You will see, by the June number of the 
A,,straluin Particular Bapti,t Maga
zine, our reference to your dear fatber'e safe 
arrival in 11;lory. To this I have added your 
letter, so far as It refers to the same solemn 
and very sacred evenL Your letter, neces
sarily, draws out my heart to you, and leads 
me to a fresh channel of correspondence 
where the old place of outflow had closed, ~ 
I supposed. 

Well, my dear, new-found friend, from the 
old family tree, thou art a branch. Thou 
hast not forll,'otten thy father's friend, who 
will also be thy friend, If you are helped of 
thy father's God, to he faitbfulin the holy truth 
be so much loved, and so earnestly contended 
for. I deeply sympathise with you, and the 
whole family of my departed brother, your 
dear father, in the loss you all sustain, and 
the sorrow you 110w feel, by reason of that 
loss. I also rejoice with you all that your 
dear parent bas been spared to you so long, 
and that his long life hBB been so useful to 
men, beneficial to saints, and glorifying to 
God; that be died so peacefully, and that be 
is now so happy and ll'lorious. We must 
rejoice in these mercies, blessings, and 
honours which have rested upon, and now 
attend, your dear parent, I do beeeecb you 
to think more of these things, unto your 
ltJ'e&ter gratitude to God, than of your loss. 
Let the fact of bis real pleasure1 at the Lord'& 
right hand, give you also reBI joy in vour 
grief. Our fellowship bas reached over a 
period of thirty years of very close, loving, 
and faithful friendship in the great grace, 
love, and tru lb of our Lord Jesus Chriat ; I 
therefore, deeply feel my loss In common 
with you, yet I do rejoice in the fact, that 
he is for ever with the Lord, praising Him 
for the riches of His grace, by which be is 
now glorified. This ends all his sorrows, sins, 
griefs, and pmins ; cares, trou hies, and tears 
are eternally unknown In that bles~ed abode 
where be is now favoured to dwell, near bis 
Redeemer's face. 

I earnestly r.ray for his VESSEL, that it 
may ever be filed with the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth. I hope 
bis editorial successor will he a man qualified 
by the Lord to be so, in godly principles in 
his soul, spiritual excellencies in bis mind, 
and a holy characttr, formed by the same, 
in bis life and conduct. Keep away from 
the V EBSEL all clever vi!laius, who, for gain 
only, seem to bold the truth, or profess to do 
so, Loving the truth, for the truth's sake, 
ii, one thing, and loving the truth's sur
roundings is another altogether. There were 
many of the latter in the days of .Edward VI. 
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and EIIEabeth, ns thet wee the way then to 
honour and wealth; but the first have been 
comparatively few In every ege. The Lord 
In mercy surround you with these, and keep 
you by His grace, ever more. In love and 
flympathy lo you, 

I remain, yours very truly, 
DANIEL ALJ,BN, Pastor. 

Sydney, Auntrelia, May 21, 1886. 

BAPTISMS IN PRIMITIVE ORDER, 
I must write e few linen of inquiry on the 

above subject; trusting to your numerous 
correspondents to send you the de.sired infor
mation, In the event of your publiobing this 
-quest In U1e EARTHEN VE88RL for August. 
l n your report, set forth in issue. of May 1, 
I was much struck by the simple narration 
of baptism in the River Ouse, at a place 
called" Over Cote." The banks of Jordan, 
and it• stream of judgment, came before my 
mental vision; and the thought was so 
charminl!,", that I was desirous of knowin!P," 
more of the mode, and arrangements made, 
for believers' baptism in an open stream. 
You, Mr. Editor, can, of your own know
ledge, nupply this information to a not i~le 
inquiry. My further quest is: The name of 
-every stream where believer's baptism is 
carried out in primitive order, in England? 
[f you publish this inquiry in your August 
number, I shall look forward, as will many 
-0tbers, for an Interesting account in Sep
tember number (n.v.). 

WILLIAM THOMAS WISEMAN. 
Cromwell-ho11se, Stockwell-park, 

Surrey, S. W. 
[ Friends wishing to answer the second 

-question, regarding baptisms in rivers of 
England, will kindly forward their answers 
direct to Mr. Wiseman, at his address, as 
above.-En.] 

CITY-ROAD.-The 135th anniversary of 
the foundation of this cause WBB celebrated 
at Jireb, East-road, on Tuesday, June '¥'/. 
We were glad to see some very old friends to 
the cause rally round Mr. Waite, and bis co
workers, on this occasion. There still exists, 
in the hearts of many lovers of the truth as 
it is in Jesus, a very strong and loving regard 
for the Church meeting at Jireb; for many 
years the Gospel hBB been here proclaimed 
with a certain sound, and the present pastor 
in no way deviates In the truths and practice 
of the Gospel from bis predecessors. The 
-migratory state of London folk, sickness, 
death, and other causes unavoidable, have 
tended to weaken the bands of the pastor, 
yet there is a desire still to pursue. The 
evening meeting WBB presided over by Mr. 
Kennard, of Croydon, who, in bis well
known, spiritual, yet geniaf frame of mind, 
conducted the evening meetini;r, which was 
also addressed by brethren Parnell, W. 
Hazelton, R. E. Sears, Noyes, Waite, and 
others. Mr. George Pocock offered prayer, 
the praise was hearty, and the practicaf WBB 
very good. Mr. Philip Reynolds preached 
in the afternoon, and Mr. Waite on the 
previous Sunday.-J. W. B. 

RETIREMENT OP MR. BENJAMIN 
TAYLOR. 

Con onythinll,' be done for Mr. Benjnmin 
Toylor on retirinl!," from his p8"torote ofter 
46 yeors' lobour ot Pulham-St.-M ary. Nor
folk? His letter to ua, doted June 4, 1886, 
demands our united sympathy end help:-

" BELOVED BROTHBR,-This isju•t to 
!honk you very much for your great kind
ness in noticing my book as you hove done. 
The EARTHEN Vl!SSl!L hos done the same, 
and also the Gospel Advocate ; and I shall 
always feel grateful to my editorial brethren 
for the interest Ibey hove token in my wel
fare. You will be pleBSed to hear my book• 
are all gone. I hove a lot more orders in, 
but of no use. I wrote to have 500 more 
struck off, but the type was all distributed. 
They wanted me to -have ii second edition, 
but I dare not undertake it, my nerves being 
too weak; be•ides I am worn up, and every
thing seems too much for me, when a little 
exertion is required. 

" I am now got upon the fund of the 
Benevolent Society, but my yearly grant is 
so small, that I must look sharp in every way 
lo make two ends meet. We would try and 
push tl1rou11,"b, if my poor wife could get 
about, but she is a cripple, aod hBB been this 
26 years. If they bad only granted me £J, 
more than what they did, this would have 
been a great benefit; but as it is, no one ean 
help it. I wrote to the secretary and asked 
bow be thought we could live. He sent me 
word they bad made the utmost grant, ac
cording to the strength of the funds. They 
have a great many widows in the Society, 
and that will account for it to a great extenL 
I paid into the Society 43 years without 
missing one contribution. I must try and 
bold up my bead, looking unto Him who bas 
said, ' I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.' My bead to-day is very bad, and so 

. you will pardon this ~crawl. Should like to 
have been at the Association, hut could not 
bear the excitement. 

" Yours affectionately in Jesus, 
"B. TAYLOR. 

u Pnlhe.m-St.-Ma.ry." 

[We have not inserte,i the above note at 
the requeH of our brother Benjamin Taylor, 
but considering his lonl!," and faithful labours 
in the Gospel ministry, and bis inability to do 
the work of a pBBtor any longer from age 
and infirmity, we think it right and in justice 
to himself and lo Ills dear afflicted wile. that 
bis pecuniary position should be pu lllicly 
known, as there are many friends who have 
long known him would be pleased to render 
him substantial help. Any sum, great or 
small, may be sent to us or on to brother 
Taylor direct.-W. W111TERS, Editor.] 

BIGGLESW ADE (PROVIDENCE). -
Our Sabbath-school anniversary was held on 
Lord's-day, June 20. Two excellent sermons 
were preached in the morning nut.I evening 
by W. Beach, E~q., oi Chelmsford. In 
the afternoon tbe children gave recitations, 
and Mr. Beach gave them and the teachers 
and paren Is a suitable address. Speciafly 
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.elttted hl•mns were sun!': during the dR.)' 
hy the chilrlren and teAeh81'8. The day was 
fine, and the attendance at the services was 
good. especially in the Pvening when the 
ehapel was full.-E. S. KING. 

ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF THE 
AGED PILGRIMS' ASYLUM CAM
BERWELL. 

Thu~ay, June 17, alinual sermon in the 
ofternoon by Rev. Thomas Devis, vicar of 
St. ,Tohn's, Harbourne. Chapel well filled. 
Tea in a spacious tent on the grounds; about 
120 friends. Meeting in the evening in the 
As~·lum Chapel, the weather not being 
favourable for out-door !!'athering. Chair 
taken by W. .T, Park,, Esq ., one of the 
treasurers. Mr. Green commenced with 
reading and pr•~·•r. The secretary presented 
annual statement of this the oldest asylum of 
the societ~·-beiog now in its 51st year. The 
building is in a state of excellent preservation 
and repair. The benevolent funds for aidio11: 
the sick and infirm inmates was established 
in 1859 and is of great value. This anni
versary is on behalf of the fund, and just now 
there are many very helpless, and needing 
additional comforts. New contributions are 
much needed. The fund pays for medical 
attendance, and nurses where necesfary. 
£180 per annum is required to meet all 
claims. The ladies' committee visit weekly. 
The oldest inmate is 91, the youngest 65, and 
this Christian family are members of the 
Church of England. Independent, Baptist, 
and Weslevan communities. 

Addresses were given by Rev$. Canon 
Richardson, T. Davis, T. Bradbury, Corn
well. and Messl'li. T. M. Whittaker, and 
Wil.insburst. Collections for benevolent 
fund. Thanks were voted to the chairman, 
and the committee were deeply indebted to 
their ministerial brethren and other friends 
for kind services in the chapel during the 
year, on Sunday afternoons and Wednesday 
evenings. These meetin~ are open to the 
public. 

BEXLEY HEATH, KENT.-Tbe anni
versary services held in the old Baptist 
chapel on Wednesday, June 23, were most 
pleasant and profitable. Mr. W. Winters 
preached in the afternoon. After a comfort
able tea, Mr. W. New presided 11nd opened 
the meeting with singing and prayer; 
and bavin,: introduced the speakers of the 
evening, called upon Mr. W. K. Squirrell to 
address the friends. Mr. Equirrefl made a 
really irood speech on the Lord as the strength 
and shield of the believer. Mr. Player was 
m08t savoury on the prospects of the believer. 
Mr. W. Winters spoke on the beauty of the 
Psalms. Mr. A. Dalton, late pastor of 
Sutton-at-Hone, was excellent indeed on 
divine knowletlge. Mr. New closed the 
very happy meetinir with prayer after the 
doxolog-y bad been heartily sung. We 
•hould like to see this quiet cause bunou red 
with a good pastor. 1'be Lord send one in 
His own good time is our prayer .-ED. 

HOR HAM, 8UFFOLK.-Sunday-school 
Anniversary wn• celebrated on Lord'•-day 
,July 11 and Wedne•dR.y, July 14. Mr. w: 
Winten1 prenched three sound l!ermons on the 
l'.!unday to large conl{regatlons; the collec
tions were more encourn1rlng than la•t year· 
the children sang special hymn•. On th~ 
Wednesdn1· follo"·lnl{ the children recited 
•everal excellent pieces and sang. Mr 
Broom, of Fressingfleld, delivered a sultnbl; 
address. Tea was served to about 120 children 
and se,•eral hundreds of friends. In the 
evening Mr. Denmee opened the service by 
reading and prayer, end Mr. E. Marsh 
preached a good, sound, Gospel oermon from 
ha. Iv. 10, 11, and the happy services con
cluded by prayer by Mr. Winters. 

IVINGHOE.-8pecial services were held 
here on June 13 and 14. Mr. S. Kendall of 
Tring, preached, nnd the occasion was' a 
most successful one. This we rejoice to bear .. 
-En. --

AGED PILGRIMS' AS'YLUM, H0RNREY 
RISE. 

The 15th anniversary meeting was held on
Friday. July 2. The proceedings commence~ at 
3 in the Asylum Chapel, when the annual ser
mon was preached by Rev, J.C. Martin, of the 
C1rcns Church, Portsmouth, much to tbe edifi. 
cation Of tbe Lord's people. A numerous com
pany assembled in the hall at 6 for tea, under 
the me.nagemmt of the Ladles' Committee. o\'er 
300 friends present. At ho.lf-pe.st 6 the pnblic 
meeting commenced, under t.be presidency of 
J. E. j,\{e.thleson, Esq ., of Mildmay Park. After· 
singing and prayer by Mr. S1nrlen, the annual 
report was read by Mr. ,v. Jackson, secreto.n·. 
The topics touched upon ag bfarlng apon the 
work and objects of this noble institution 
were-" Evidence of Christianity," "Fruits of 
Christ's LoYe,''" Undenominational Character," 
"Emphatically a Home '' but for Christians 
only. 

The report went nn to state the increasing 
extension of the society, 1,123 pensioners being 
on the books, upwards of £7,300 per annuni 
being distributed in pensions; 120 reside in this 
asylum, and the annual income for lts support. 
falling far short of tbe requirements. £a00· 
per annum is required for tne me.loteoance of 
the building and general expenses, and the Com
mittee earnestly appeal for new subsariptions. 
It bas been agreed the proceeds or this annl-
versary she.II be given to the coal fund, which 
has a deficiency ot £32 reported this de.y. 

The cbe.irman gave e.n excellent opening ad-
dress, and was followed by Rev. Canon Hirst,. 
Geo. Pia.ford, Dr. Morphy, J. Vaughan, and 
Messrs. Holland and W. B. Taylor. 

During the day the Ladles' Committee beld 
their annual sale of work on the grounds in a.l<t 
ot the Benevolent Fund. Thie I• a very valu
able help. Thanks to the many friend• who 
yearly send articles for sale. Ladies are re
minded tllat after the day is o,·er, the surplus 
ecoek not eold is in the cure or the me.tron, who 
will be glnd to welcome purchasers any day 
(except Sunday) IO show the ye.rious article• 
left over from the sale.-0fflces of the Society, 
83, Finsbury-pavement, E.C. 

®ur [omhstonts. 
1Jiecl, on July 8, 1886. at M,,ssley, in Ills 80th 

year, Jes.tw Heap. He haul been a member of 
the Strict Baptlet Church at Ashton-under-Lyne 
above 20 y1-ar~. He wa1-1 rPgular in bia atleu• 
dance at chapel when 1.tealth and strength pcr
Dlltted.-K. c. 



<!to ®ur tgristian jrienbs. 
'flIE "EARTHEN VESSEL" AND" GOSPEL HERALD" AMALGAMATED. 

WE are deeply grateful to oar dear Lord and Master who has so 
tenderly and lovingly dealt with us in sustaining our health, 

and in snpplyiag our needs up to the present moment; and in giving us 
a hope which, in sunshine and in shade, surmounts oar manifold fear~, 
and anchors within, the veil. We are also fully conscious of the worth 
of the nnmeroae letters with which oar kind correspopdents continue to 
favour us, and of the real interest we share in their constant addresses 
at the throne of grace. These stimulate and cheer as in our arduous 
and trying work of love, both with tongue and pen. 

"No strength of our own, or goodnes9 we claim; 
Yet since we have known the Saviour's great name, 
In this our strong tower for safety we hide, 
The Lord is our power, the Lord will provide." 

Our dear brother in Christ, Mr. John Waters Banks, with whom we 
have walked in unbroken Christian fellowship from the first time of oar 
meeting with him until now, made '1onoarable and gratnitous mention 
of as i~ our last issue, under the heading-

" NEW EDITORIAL ARRANGEMENTS," 

as being chosen to follow his late beloved father, Mr. Charles Waters 
Banks, in the office of Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL. This responsible 
position we might certainly have supposed, in years gone by, would 
eventually fall to our lot by the varied and frequPnt expressions that 
dropped from the lips of our dear departed brother, Mr. C. W. Banks. 
Bat we never once replied to anything he ever said on the subject 
which might lead him to suppose that the offit:e would be accepted by 
us at his death. 

Oar chief aim in writing so much, and for so many years, for this 
Magazine, has been from our sincere attachment to the late 
respected Editor, and a desire to as11ist him, and to make him happy in 
the work he loved so well; as also for the great love we have long borne 
to the people in whose welfare this Magazine largely shares. It never 
tronbled ns in the least as to whether we should or shrrnld not be ever 
privileged to conduct the EARTHEN VESSEL, as we were fully ·confident, 
from the first time the late .Editor hinted the matter to us, that if the 
Lord intended us to occupy such a position He would surely bring it to 
pass in His own time and way; and this, blessed be His dear name, we 
have lived to prove, without any interference whatever on our part, 
which has greatly strengthened our faith, and helped us to press onward 
through hosts of difficulties in the good work before us-

" Bound by His W 0rd, He will display 
A strength proportioned to our day: 
And when united trials meet, 
Will show a path of safe retreat."' 

YOL. XLII. SF.PfEMllER, 1886. 
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THE AMALGAMATION OF THE "EARTHEN VESSEL" 
AND "GOSPEL HERALD." 

Now that we have more than entered upon the Herculean task of 
conducting three monthly Magazines, we are becoming more and more 
concerned about the amalgamation of two of them-namely, the EARTHEN 
VESSEL and the Gospel Herald-as the day of their marri11ge is fast 
approaching. On the culmination of the event, the respective brethren 
representing these two publications will then meet unshackled on one 
common level, in a manner, perhaps, they have never done before, with 
one determination, in honour of the Redeemer, to support one Magazi'ne 
es the acknowledged organ of the Strict Baptist body. The nuptial 
bond is already virtually sealed, but what is to follow by way of 
commemorating the event we are not at present prepared to state. We 
would humbly suggest that, on or before the commencement of the year 
1887, 

A WHOLE DAY FOR PUBLIC THANKSGIVING 

be prayerfully set apart in which to bless Almighty God for bringing 
about so desirable an issue as the union of the two Magazines, and that 
every lawful effort be put forth beforehand in gathering together a host of 
truth-loving friends on the occasion. 

'1.'he practical part of this work will, of course, materially depend 
upon the timely exertions of the Magazine Committee, with which we 
are united ex officio. We would, moreover, beg that collections be 
made on the occasion with the view of permanently establishiI1g a Fund 
in connection with the Magazine, with honorary secretary, treasurer, etc., 
and called-

" THE LORD
0

S POOR RELIEF SOCIETY," 

and that our worthy brother, Mr. John Wa.t~rs Banks, be dnly consti
tuted .Almoner, on the right of his joint proprietorship of the amalga
mated Ma.o-azine. The two Magazines in question have travelled on 
parallel li;es of truth for many years, and now they a.re converging into 
one great centre. We trust, therefore, that their concentrated strength, 
under the biessing of our Triune Jehovah, will tend greatly to unite the 
whole of the Strict Baptist Churches into one concrete body. For our 
own part we wish to know no man after the fle~h,_ ~nd a_re determin_ed, 
in God's strength, to carry out the grand apostolic m1unct10n, '' Speakmg 
the truth in love," and to foster no party spirit within the Christian 
circle in which we happily move. Our aim being consistent with the 
whole tenor of truth, and in harmony with the following well-known 
motto, we travel onward and upward, '' In things essential, unity; in 
things doubtful, liberty; in all things, charity." 

THE EDITOR (W. WINTERS). 
Churchyard, Waltham Abbey, Essex. 

HAPPINESs.-There are three tbmgs which, if Christians do, they 
will find them1,elves mistaken-if they look for that in themselves 
which can only be found in Christ, pecfect righteousnesH; if they look 
for that in the law which is 011l,v to be found in the Gospel, mercy; 
if they louk for that on earth which is only to be found in heaven, 
perfoction.-Henry. 
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THE DOOR INTO THE SHEEPFOLD. 
THOUGHTS BY:A GARDEN LABOURER. 

"Verily: verily, I say unto you, he that entereth not by the door into the sheep
fold, but chmbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber· but be that 
entereth in by the door ie the Shepherd of the shecp."-John x. I,;!_ ' 

OUR Lord Jesus Christ is here setting forth to His waiting, conscious 
people, throughout all generations, Hid own gracious character. 

He is the door of the fold, and the good and true Shepherd. He in the 
beginning entered into the position of the door and Shepherd by His 
covenant with God the Father, for the redemption of His flock; and 
thus all whom God the Father calls enter by Hirn into the fold; they 
hear H_is voice, and obey His call, because that voice has an echo in 
their own heart and soul, implanted there by the Ho!~ Spirit, who thus 
bestows that holy germ of life, which, as the porter, opens the eye of 
faith to ,T esus as the Door and the true and heavenly Shepherd. They 
will not follow a stranger, for how can they? They know not the voice 
of strangers. Our Lord speaks the language of Zion; a stranger cannot 
speak that language, for he knows it not; therefore the sheep follow 
not; for they know no soul language but that of Zion, which Jesus 
speaks:-" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest." "Learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly of 
heart, and ye shall find rest to your soul." ·' No man cometh unto Me, 
except the Father which hath sent Me draw him." '' Whosoever 
cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out." " Whosoever will, let 
him take of the water of life freely." " Look unto Me and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth.'' "If I go away I will send you another 
Comforter.'' "I am the way, the truth, and the life.'' "He that 
liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.'' a I am persuaded that 
nothing shall separate us from the love of God that is in Christ J esas 
our Lord." 

Oh, my soul, the voice of Jesus calls, and God the Holy Ghost 
awakens the heart to hear and to respond, and thus to enter into full 
communion with Jesus; He will be with thee all thy-journey through 
life and amidst thy way, travel, and conflict in the Church and outside 
with its enemies and revilers. He will speak comfortable words and 
strengthening words, and say, "Be of good courage, little sheep ( or 
lamb, whichever thou art), though thieves and robbers and wolves assail 
thee, listen to My voice. You will find it written for you in My Word; 
and the Comforter shall teach you 1md give you a mouth and wisdom, 
which all your enemies shall not be able to gainsay.'' '' Fear not, little 
flock, it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom;" and 
nothing can hinder you of that kingdom of glory. But in the Church, 
the fold, the kingdom of grace upon earth, robbers, false brethren, and 
false pastors will arise and deceive, if possible, the very elect; but that 
is not possible. 'l'he language of the evil one is not the heart.'s language 
of the sheep of Christ, and they shall never lose their heart's love for 
the good pasture of the Church and presence of Christ Jesus their 
Lord, where by His gracious guiding hand and teaching vo!c~ they shall 
go in and out and surely find ever fresh and soul-rev1V1ng words, 
leading them heavenward to exalt the name of the good and great 
Shepherd. And then how gracious our Lord is; He not only t{t\·es 
them to hear His voice and to find rich and sweet pastures, but He 
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Himself leads them into them! They feed in the rich pastures of His 
love, and there they are refreshed with drinks of living water; a well 
ever spring-ing np within them to keep them from fainting, and to give 
them new life more and more abundantly. And to each one He also 
giveth a name. Oh, to be a named sheep in the fold of Jesus! think of 
it, my soul; it will not be a name like the name of the great men of 
the earth. Oh, no; their great name dies, and is lost for ever; but this 
name is an everlasting name, a name worthy of Jesus who giveth it; a 
name that shall never die while Jesus lives. 

Oh, .J esns, we, the sheep, are Thine, and Thou hast laid down Thy 
life for ns poor sheep; give us grace ever to be watching for Thy leadinu 
hand, and listening for Thy leading voice, that we may daily follow The: 
here. Oh, speedily turn out the hireling shepherds from Tny kingdom, 
and set up shPpherds after Thine own heart, and gather all Thy sheep 
from the four winds of heaven into the one great fold-that there may 
be one fold and one Shepherd, to the everlasting glory of the Triune 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, world without end. Amen. 

ADOPTION, ITS MEANING AND PRIVILEGES. 
Ily THOS. JONES, OF CHELTENHAM. 

" For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have 
received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Fa.tber."-Rorn. viii. 15. 

A MORE deeply-interesting subject we could not select to engage 
our attention than the one presented in the inspired words of the 

text. In this chapter the great apostle very graphically represents the 
happy relationship that exists between the regenerated soul and Christ. 
At the same time he distinctly points oat the exceeding great and 
precious privileges God is pleased to confer upon His family. He also 
shows very plainly bow those peculiar blessings are obtained; by what 
means they are produced; bow they are cherished by those who are the 
happy recipients of them. As proof of what we mean, note: After 
conversion we are said to "walk in the Spirit," to be "led by the 
Spirit," and " helped by the Spirit." And as many as are thus 
spiritually blessed with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit they are 
unquestionably the sons of God; on the other hand, it follows, if" we 
have not the 8pirit of Christ we are none of His," bat are still in bond-
age by sin and fear. • 

It is necessary for us to carefully examine our text in order to 
understand its meaning and import; also to deepen our appreciation of 
the blessed doctrine contained therein. Observe the wording of the 
passage under consideration, " Ye have not received the spirit of bond
age again to fear." This, to our mind, presupposes the natural condition 
in which all men are found; and if we are to be guided by inspired 
troth we shall find a clear and positive proof of the exact state of men. 
They are represented as in the bonds of sin-i.e., actually bound np in 
sin-pinioned, so to speak-not having the least power to extricate 
themselves. Men are slaves, the captives of the "prince of the pow~.r 
of the air; " they are also subject to the spirit of the world (1 Cor. u. 
12); possessing that spirit they are in bondage (Heh. ii. 15). 

Now, the regenerated man is delivered from this state of bondage 
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by lhe infinite love e.nd sovereign grace of God the Father, through the 
Son, end by the blessed operation of the Holy Spirit. Hence we read 
in Hom. viii. 1, "There is therefore now (present) no condemnation to 
them who are in Christ Jesus." The text goes on to say, "to fear." 
There are two ways to treat this word, "fear." 1. Slavish .fear
namely, dread of de.nger and punishment arising from an inward sense 
of guilt; and is not this the natural fear of nataral men? Do they not, 
even in their unregenerate state, fear death, judgment, and the great 
future? 2. Filial/ear, or holy affection, is that which is implanted by 
the Holy Spirit in the soul of every qaickened child of grace, and this 
living principle of grace producing this filial fear towards God. 

The things that fill men's minds with dread and dismay are really a 
source of joy to yon. The ·day of death to slavish fear means remorse; 
to filial fear it will be the crowning day. And hen~e Paul says th!\t 
blessed with the spirit not of fear, but of power, Jove, and of a sound 
mind (1 Tim. i. 7). The Apostle John bears the same testimony, 
"Perfect love casteth out fear." The text goes on, "But ye have 
received the spirit of adoption." If we by natare are alienated from 
God, His grace, and everything that pertains to virtae and moral good
ness, then how comes it that we have the spirit of adoption ? and when 
was that blessed gift bestowed? I answer that the spirit here men
tioned is given to the believer at the time of conversion, as a pledge of 
God's love, or as a manifestation of His power and grace upon the heart. 
The spirit of adoption is the direct production of the Holy Ghost in the 
soul; or, as Paul says, "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit 
that we are the children of God." 

Here is the testimony of the great apostle, and how forcibly it shows 
the happy union of spirit, and bow blessedly they are blended togetherl 
The spirit of adoption and oar own spirit agreeing and testifying that 
we ere a part of God's own family which "in heaven and earth are 
named; that same Spirit enabling poor dust and ashes to approach a 
God of infinite power, of incomprehensible wisdom, whose "throne is in 
the heavens," and of whom it is justly said, "The heaven of heavens 
cannot contain Him," and yet, oh, wonderful condescension! " He 
remembereth that we are dast," and though poor worms, He confers 
upon us the privilege of adoption "whereby we cry, Abba, Father." 
The words, "Abba" and" Father," have the same meaning. Lather 
renders it, " Dear Father." This I like much better, because it shows 
that deep love and affection between the greet God of heaven and poor 
sinners who are saved by grace; and not only so, but what confidence it 
gives! what encouragement it affords! 

Having thus briefly paraphrased our text, we will consider two 
things. 1. .Adopti"on, its definition. 2. Adoption, its privileges. 

1.-The first part of our subject, a very few words will suffice to 
show its meaning. Adoption strictly means the act of taking an indi
vidual not naturally related to you. But you admit such an one into 
your family, to share with you end yours in all you possess; you clothe, 
feed, and educate him, and finally look upon him as your son, and he, 
from conste.ntly receiving good at your hands, addresses you as father. 
'l'here are some few instances given us iu the Word of God of adoption. 
Moses was adopted by Pharaoh's daughter, and Esther by Mordecai. 
Adoption is that act of God by which we who were aliens and totally 
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disinherited ere made sons of God and heirs of eternal glory. Justifica
tion i~ the act of God as n J ndge, adoption as a Father. By the former 
we are discharged from condemnation and assisted as righteous; by 
the latter we are mad~ children of God and joint heirs with Christ. By 
the one we are taken mto God's favour; by the ot.her admitted into His 
family. Again, adoption is the free-will act of the adopter. By this I 
mean that the adopter must be the first to move in order to bring about 
so important a union. Just so in regard to spiritual adoption. We 
have no claim npon God, no right to expect any good at His hand; 
"For all ha'l'e sinned." Not one single thing we can plead before God; 
not entitled to the least of His mercy. Alas! our pristine innocence has 
long i::rone. "But God, who is rich in mercy, for Hhi great love where
with He bath loved us,'' and when dead He quickened us, by whose 
grace we are saved, and has given unto us the "earnest of the Spirit,'~ 
the sure pledge of our adoption. Such, then, I apprehend to be the 
meaning of adoption. 

II.-Let ns glance now at a few of the privileges. These privileges 
are so nnmerons that it would be impossible for us to enumerate all of 
them, so we will content ourselves by noting a few of the leading ones 
which God is pleased to bestow upon His own elect children, children 
whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

1. It is the privilege of every adopted child to call God Father; or,
as the 11.postle says, "Abba, Father; " and, my reader, it is no small 
mercy to do this. Panse! let us think one moment of the greatness of 
God, of His immacnlate purity, holiness, and justice; and let us not 
forget our sinfulness and depravity. Oh, how deep in the mire! and yet 
our Father hi.s saved ns by His grace, pardoned our sins through Christ, 
" who Himeelf bare our sins in His own body on the tree;" and by the 
blessed powerful operations of His Spirit has wrought in ns " the will 
to do of His own good pleasure." And what is that good pleasure? 
"That we may be sons of the Lord God Almighty. The realisation of 
such a pecnliar privilege, while it humbles, it certainly lifts us up; 
while in ourselves we are black, yet in Christ we are complete and fair. 
Does not the thought produce an holy confidence? and inspire our 
hearts when we thus think of this one great privilege? Yes, we read, 
"I will be a Father unto you." Again, "Ye shall be My sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord;" but-

2. The adopted children of God possess great expectations, and these 
expectations rest upon the Word of God, and are produced in the son! 
by the Holy Spirit dwelling in them. To-day we are favoured to "sit 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus," and we hope, through His grace, 
mercy, and favour, to receive "an abundant entrance into the kingdom," 
where "eye hatl.1 not seen, nor ear heard," and to possess the "eternal 
weight of glory," as well as to receive "the crown of life." Yes, friends~ 
to-day we approach the throne of grace and talk to God; then we shall 
see Him face to face. 

3. Another privilege is that we are " heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ Jesus." Oh, what merc.v, love, and grace, bestowed upon 
sinners s0 vile! sunk so low! wandered so far away b.v sin and wicked 
works! Yet brought nigh, made heirs to all the blessed graces of the 
divine Spirit, all the riches of His grace treasured up in Christ! 

.And now to conclude with a word as to the present position of the-
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adopted ?hildr~n. "Many a~e the troubles of the righteous._'' They 
have their castmgs_ down, their sorrows; but they have al~o their rising8 
up, and seasons of Joy. To-day we have pain and sadness, to-morrow we 
have real pleasure. We may walk in darknei!s, and have no light; bt1t 
anon we experience t~10 ~ords, "Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord JB risen upon thee." We already possesA "exceedin<1 
great and precious promises," and sometimes climb the heights of 
Pisgab, like Moses, and catch a view of "the land which the Lord has 
promised to give unto us." 

"Cheer'd by~ signal AO divine, 
Unwa"<'ering, I believe: 

And 'Abba, Father,' bumbl.v cry, 
Nor .can the sign deceive." 

THE NAME AND FAME OF JESUS. 
A DAY AT BRIXTON TABERNACLE. 

IT was always, from the very commencement of the EARTHE::-f VESSEL, 
the great joy of the late editor ( our beloved father) to record the 

acts and movements of the Church of the living God, and especially so 
when he enjoyed the savour of His presence whose name is as ointment 
poured forth; and we have inherited the same passion, in the interest of 
the name and fame of Jesus, and the places where He is proclaimed. 
We rejoice to publish the same abroad, and we know that, under the 
able direction of our highly-esteemed and beloved brother, W rn. Winters, 
of Waltham Abbey, the EARTHEN VESSEL will still continue to make 
known the acts and movement-s of God's ministers and His Church of 
the present day. To lift up the standard of the cross is, and will be, our 
chief aim. To contend for the faith and principles of the New Testa
ment is another department of our work. To solicit aid for the afflicted 
and poor of the household of faith, and distribute it as we are directed, 
is a still further cheerful and important part of our vocation. All these 
matters we hope to promulgate to the honour and glory of God. 

We have often looked at the word spoken by the Lord to Joshua, 
and have secretly desired that it might be demonstrated in our expe
rience, "As I was with Moses, I will be with thee" (Joshua i. 5). 
The record in Luke xv. of the parable of the prodigal son-his leaving 
his father's house, his extravagance, his want, his looking homeward, 
his return,, his reception, and, above all, his father's grand perorntion to 
him, "This my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found." This beautifully touching expression of a father's compassion 
toward his own child delightfully sets forth the love of our heavenly 
Father towards His own wandering sheep, has been, and often is, read 
with an untold interest and profit. 

The record of the miraculous cure by Jesus of one who was born 
blind; how the Pharisees tried to baffle him, and the potent answer of 
the man who had received his sight," One thing I know, that, whereas 
I was blind, now l see," has often been made a blessing to the poor sin
burdened and Satan buffeted child of God. The record of the man who 
was lame from his birth ( Acts ii.) is another of the many displays of 
the rich, sovereign, and glorious works of the great Almighty Maker of 
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heaven and earth; how the dear man sprang up, walkin,r, leaping and 
praising God; and the first place he went into was the temple; and how, 
"being let go, he went to his own company." With what a great 
amonnt of pleasure are these various acts of our Lord read by His 
people? How thankful we ought to be for the records of the work of 
our Lord as Scriptures of truth ! 

Brother Henry Lee, of Bow, said tons on one occA.Bion, "I like to 
look at some of the parables every morning." Our uncle at Sydenham 
(after whom we are named) said, as he was by the dying-bed of his 
sister last year, " I like to read a few words of what Jesus said, every 
morning." Sometimes we take np the Word, and wonder what part is 
most suitable for us to read. Let us take example, and turn to the 
words of Jesus. 

On Bank Holiday, August 2, at Brixton Tabernacle, the theme 
was-

ALL DAY ABOUT JESUS. 

Service commenced in the morning, at 11 o'clock, with a prayer-meeting 
under the leadership of Mr. G. F. Gray, one of the indefatigable deacons 
of the Church, who conducted the meeting under the guidance of the 
great Jehovah. The first song of praise was about Jesus-that precions 
hymn-

" Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lamb, 
We love to hear of Thee." 

Mr. Gray then read the first chapter of Ephesians, offering some very 
appropriate remarks on, and extolling " the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (verse 3). Several brethren offered prayer, in which 
there was manifest the unity of the Spirit. A verse was sung of that 
sweet hymn of Anne Steele's (214, Denham), beginning-

" Dear Refuge of my weary soul, 
On Thee when sorrows rise; 

On Thee when waves of trouble roll, 
My fainting hope relies." 

Precisely at 12 o'clock Mr. Cornwell entered the pulpit, and announced 
for bis text, '' Mercy unto yon, and peace and love be multiplied " 
(Jude, verse 2) The preacher dwelt sweetly on "the servant of Jesus 
Christ." A servant of sin will love sin: a servant of God will hate sin. 
The princes of this world cannot purchase the creed I love, it is priceless. 
The servant of Christ will listen to the Gospel. The preacher went on to 
speak of sanctification. A people set apart, a number which no man can 
number, are set apart, sanctified by God the Father. Vocation was another 
part brought before the hearer, in which Mr. Cornwell spoke of the differ
ence between man's calljng and God's calling. We cannot call each other. 
It is a high calling; it calls men from the depths of sin ant.I degradation. 
" Many are called, but few chosen." It is the effect of predestination 
and foreknowledge; if there had been no predestination there would 
have been no calling. A sinner called by God loves the truth of God. 
In this strain the preacher went on and delivered an unpremeditat~d 
discourse, with an apparent amount of ease to himself and savour to his 
hE:arers, though he bad four services on the previous day. 

After the morning service a number of frien<ls retired to the scb~ol
room, where they partook of a substantial dinner. A little quiet, 
friendly, and Christian conversation, and greeting of brethren from 
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various parts, and the time came to asseml,le for the afternoon service, 
which commenced with the hymn (93, Denham)-

" All hail the power of ,Jesu',q name." 

Part of the first chapter of the Gospel b.v .John was read, and prayer 
offered. The theme of the day was continued with that choice hymn 
(313, Denham)-

"Jesus I in Th,v transporlin!; name, 
What blissful glories rise! 

Jesus! the angel's sweete,.~t theme, 
The Wonder of the skies I" 

Mr. F. C. Holden then announced his text, " He tbat receiveth a 
righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous 
man's reward" (Matt. x. 41). The Lord Jesus Christilimself was the 
only righteous man; others are righteous, but they are only so because 
He is righteous; without Christ there is no sach thing as a righteous 
man, and we cannot receive any man as righteous only through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He never broke a single command; in Him His 
chosen people are justified. Those who are brought by grace out of 
the world, and taught by the Holy Spirit to love Him, find that it is 
a precious truth that they will never have to appear before God in a 
righteousness of their own. It was Christ's reward to know that He 
was doing His Father's will, and was saving the people He came to 
save, hence He eventually said, "I have finished the work the Father 
gave Me to do." His reward was to be raised from the dead. If yon 
can conceive the glory that now surrounds Him, yon may lave some 
idea of a righteous man's reward. "He shall see cf the travail of His 
soul and be satisfied." This will be His great reward. There is a 
reward in being saved by sovereign grace; it is not of merit, but all of 
grace. The reward of a righteous man is to see that our labour is not 
in vain. It is a reward to have a conscience void of olfence. Mr. 
Holden kept well to his text right thrqngh; the sermon was delivered 
with energy and feeling. Jesus, the friend of sinners, was exalted, and His 
saints comforted. The preacher concluded his discourse by saying the 
labour of our life shall end in a large reward. 

The friends again retired to the school-room, where an excellent tea 
was provided, and where the outward man was refreshed, and a few more 
friendly greetings exchanged. We again entered the Tabernacle, 
looking nnto Jesus, praying for the Spirit's influence to descend upon 
the closing service of the day. 

Mr. James Lee commenced the evening meeting, following up the 
subject of the day with that sublime hymn, commencing-

" Jesus, Thy blood and righte,msness, 
My beauty are, my glorious dress,'' 

which the whole congrP-gation united in singing to the sweet strain of 
"Justification." Mr. W. Webb offered prayer. The chairman. after 
some preliminary remarks, spoke of the efficacious blood of Christ, and 
of the great importance of hearing His voice and feeling His hand 
guiding us in all things spiritual and temp()ral. Mr. Bennett gave an 
excellent definition of the words, "These men are the servants of the 
Most High God, which show unto us the way of salvation" (.Acts xvi. 
17). Mr. J. H. Dearsly, after dwelling with much savour on the words, 

• T 
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" How bl'RUtifnl Rre the feet of Him that brin~eth glad tidings ! " led 
his heRrers in contemplation to God as the Christian's never-failing 
Guide (Psa. xlviii. 14). Mr. Hand was sound and experimental on 
"The Lord onr righteousness." There is no other way that a poor 
sinner can stand just before God, but by the righteousness of Christ. 
Mr. Thomas Stringer was as full of holy fire as ever for the pre-eminence 
of Christ. " We are glad," said the grand old Thomas, with hie 
patriarchal appearance, which gave weight to his utterances, '' to see 
each other here, but more glad to see the Master. Christ is the subject 
and yet how little we know of Him. We have been talking of Him fo; 
years, and have said nothinf?! Bless the Lord! Jesus is all! Oh, to 
be able to say, MY Lord! It is a blessed position to be one with Him. 
Let us spread the name and fame of Jesus; let it go abroad. When He 
preached, • the common people heard Him gladly,' the eyes of the blind 
were opened, deaf ears unstopped, and the tongues of the dumb spoke 
of the wonderful works of God." With all the emphasis and power of 
voice Mr. Stringer could command, he turned to his brethren and said, 
"Ring it out; ring out the matchless mercies of the dear Redeemer!" 
Mr. Holden said we must speak well of Him who has saved us, and 
who is "able to save to the uttermost all who come nnto God by Him." 
Mr. Gnille, with all his heart and excellent gifts, led the service of 
praise. 

Mr. Cornwell was glad it had been one theme all day, and was 
thankful for the presence of so many ministers and friends, and their 
kind co-operation. 

It was certainly a good day, and in no way tedious; in fact, ae the 
day advanced, so the joy and pleasure increased. It would be wrong 
to close without testifying to the sedulous attention which Mrs. Cornwell 
paid to the comforts of the people. She is a thorough minister's wife, 
a great admirer of Sunday-school work, an excellent help in the service of 
praise; above all, through grace, a true lover of Christ. May the Lord in 
His mercy long keep them together, to the praise, honour, and glory of the 
Lord Jesus. We should right heartily rejoice to see the day when this 
noble house, built for the proclamation of the glorious truths of the 
Gospel, standing boldly out to the front as it does, was quite free from 
debt. Mr. Cornwell is one of the most able, intelligent, and unflinching 
champions of the distinguishing doctrines of grace we have in the 
denomination. The whole building cost £4,000. There remains about 
£2,800 to pay. The quicker this is reduced, not only the princip~l, 
but the interest thereon, lessens; any contribution, however small, will 
be gladly received by Mr. Cornwell, Chapel Honse, Hrixton Tabernac)e, 
Stockwell-road, London, S.W. We have not been solicited to write 
thus; it is the spontaneous outflow of oar own mind, influenced by the 
Christian love we bear toward him and the truths he delights to 
advocate. 

JOHN WATERS BANKS, 
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THE GLORIOUS TRAIN OF JEHOVAH. 
A SF.RMON BY THE LATE MR. GEORGE ABRAHAMS. 

Preached June 4th, 1848. 

IN the first verse of the sixth chapter of the Prophecy of Isaiah, yon 
will find it thus reclllrded by the inspiration of God the Holy Ghost: 

"In the year that King Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high, and lifted up, and His train filled the temple." 

The Lord directed me to this portion of His Word this day 
week in the morning, and I at that time sbewed that this blessed Word 
is a prophecy that charmed the heart of the prophet, of the exaltation 
and ascension of the Son of God, and that this glorious doctrine of the 
exaltation of Chri11t in human nature, is the very life and marrow of all 
real worship of the living God. There is a holy union lmd communion 
in the midst of God's dear people all centering in Christ; there is a 
holy worship carried on daily in the beauty of holiness, all centering in 
Christ, for prayer without Christ, is a stink in the nostrils of the 
Almighty; praise without making melody in the heart by the faith in 
Christ is a mockery, whether it be public or private, it hangs on this 
whether it be by Christ, and in Christ, that we are the true Israelites 
that worship God in the Spirit and have no confidence in the flesh. I 
know of nothing that lifts up a poor child of God that is cast down 
so much as a sight of Christ, for if the dear soul is only cleaving to a 
crucified Jesus, it must be strengthened to behold Christ. Christ 
having finished His work, is ascended into glory on His rightful throne, 
and from thence He exercises His office as a high priest, and hence the 
comfort that God gives to His people in a time of great trouble, when 
Jerusalem was to be swept away, but the Church of God could not be 
exterminated and die, but as in the days of Noah, when the waters 
destroyed the wicked, the ark weathered every storm, and not a creature 
in it was hurt, so should it be then. 

Renee the .Apostle Paul gives this consolation to the Hebrews, he 
says: '' God is about to shake everything that is upon the earth, for yet 
a very little while, and be that shall come will come, and will not tarry." 

"Whose voice, then, shook the earth. But now He bath promised, 
saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but heaven also"; 
that is to say, what they had of the heavens, and they had a little of it. 
Oh, if yon could enter into Zechariah's feeling, who knew what it was 
to pour out incense from within while he offered it from without, but it 
was all to be shaken to pieces, that that which could not be shaken 
might remain. "Wherefore we, receiving a kingdom which could not 
be moved, let us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably, with 
reverence and godly fear." 

The doctrine of grace as beginning, continuing, and ending in 
Christ, is a matter that the devil cannot endure, a blessed Lord and 
Master to be exalted without opposing, nor can he endure for a child of 
God to have peace in that exalted Lord without hating it. Is it then 
to be put in the back ground? Yes, says the devil, that is just what I 
like, for they may work and work as much as they like, but the grace 
of God that bringeth salvation in it is what I hate .. But we ~re told 
to be never weary in well-doing, and I know not what 1s well-dorng but 
to preach Chrii;t. To believe in the Lord with all your heart and soul, 
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&nd mind, to heve a good hope in Him, like an anchor that will never 
give way, is e. blessing indeed. I therefore once more call your mind 
to the glorious exalta.tion of Christ, and if there be e poor thief on the 
cross here, one who bes nothing to hold out to the Lord, you cannot do 
anything but breathe out, "Lord, remember me now Thou art in Thy 
kingdom." We have in our text, first, the glorious person spoken of 
" The King, the Lord of hosts." ' 

Secondly, the place of His a~cension and exaltation: he saw Him 
sitting on "a throne, high and lifted up." 

Thirdly, I will endeavour to show what is meant by His train that 
filled the temple. 

Fourthly, what is meant by the smoke that filled the house, and the 
cry that moved the posts of the door. 

There is an office which Christ maintains in glory, which is the 
triumph of God's dear Church and people. 

I was led a little into the subject of the Ascension of Christ, and I 
can truly say that the medite.tion of Him was sweet unto me. I 
delivered a little of it this day week from the text. On Monday I 
endeavoured to shew a little more of it from these words," Him bath God 
exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour for to give repentance unto Israel 
and remission of sins." And at Hastings once more, as the glorious 
exalted Christ, and many of them looked as if they looked into the glass 
of liberty by the Spirit of the Lord; and where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty. 

I will dismiss my first general heading in two or three words, the 
majesty of the person spoken of as the Lord of hosts, is that self-same 
Jesus of whom the apostle declares in these words: "Now that He 
ascended what is it bot the.t He also descended first into the lower 
pe.rts of the earth? He that descended is the same 11lso that ascended far 
above us, far above all heavens, that He might fill all things." This same 
precious Christ, who descended into the lower parts of the earth where 
no poor worm Jacob ever went-almost into despair. Yes, says the 
man, I got into black despair, too. Nonsense, no child of God ever 
gets there, though it may look like it, but while some of God's people 
get into a solemn spot, for the wages of sin is death, bot let us not 
forget there is not a soul of God's elect but deserves damnation for 
sin, but God sent His dear Son to save us; He came because He loved us, 
and in His everlasting love gave Himself for us, and redeemed us from 
death and the curse. 

Who can tell the sufferings of the Son of God in human nature nnd~r 
this curse? "Who can rightly comprehend their beginning or their 
end?" The sufferings of the Son of God! I believe He descended 
into a low spot for wretched me, and I would gladly sing to His glory 
for saving the chief of sinners. Many sink in sin and degradation lo_w, 
but the Son of God went lower still to fetch them np. Behold Him 
whom yon and I have crucified by our sins! Him who stood and 
trembled, and fell on His face to the ground in an agony! 

He was looked and gaped upon, and they said, " He saved others, 
Himself He cannot eave." The devil did not tell the first lie then, for 
He could save all things, but because of unchangeable faithfulness He 
laid down His life for His people. "This commandment," He says, 
"have I received of My Father,'' that by laying down His life Re 
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might save His Charch from sin and the devil too, and everythiag that is 
evil. messed be God, I have not a stranger in heaven. This is a God in 
truth; this is my Friend, and this is my Beloved, ye daughters of 
Jerusalem, who wept for me, and prayed for me, and poured out His soul 
into God's bosom for me, and who sits at the right hand of God for me, 
there to plead my canse, there to send down showers of blessings for me. 
Look up! this is Him. 0, we may sink into oarselves until we know 
not what to do. This is my Brother born for adversity; and the Holy 
Ghost, too, gives me a cup of consolation, and says, He is not one that 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but He was 
tempted above all the temptation God's people endure. Oh, how dis
tressed He was! But He wi)I be a wall of fire round about them, and 
they shall know it, too, when it comes into their heart, the glory in the 
midst of them. I want to feed some of your souls t6' Christ to-day. 
It is He that is exalted in our nature, of whom we are '' flesh of Hie 
flesh and bone of His bone''; and if the Bridegroom hath passed 
through such troubles for the purpose of gaining His bride, bow He has 
passed through it, will He let her stick in the mud? No, cer
tainly not. This is the glorious Lord, and all powers shall do the work 
of God, for He bath said His counsel shall stand, and He will do all His 
pleasure. He is exalted far above all heavens. 

I come to the second thing-the place where He is exalted to
namely, the throne of God. What, made of ivory? That was an. 
exalted throne, and the Jew says if any one swore falsely at the throne 
the lions that stood there would roar. What a mess it would be if it 
were brought to England. But there is a lion that will roar in the 
conscience by-and-bye. I said the place where He is exalted to is a 
throne, a majestic seat, and I touched upon a text which is a very sweet 
one, and it is this, where the Lord Jesus Christ prayed to His Father 
that He would exalt Him with the glory tht He bad with Him before 
the world was; and we touched upon a pre-existent son l, and I know not 
what nonsense, for that is all of the devil, and I can prove it. 

The place where He is ascended to is in His own glory; there He sits 
in His human nature, as you have seen Him, some of you, have you not, 
a little? Oh, that I could see Him more, though I cannot look into His 
coantenance, it is so bright. No, angels cannot look into it, yet His 
glory remaineth the same. Hence, then, the glory of our precious Christ. 
There He sits; He has no more clouds. Was He ever clouded? Why, 
man, He was a man of sorrows and acqnainted with griefs; He was 
brought into such a low state that He was accounted altogether bad, 
and if they called the Master of the Honse Beelzebub, it is no wonder 
they should call them of the household the same. 

But the eternal Jehovah shrouded in human nature! And said a 
Jew to me once, "What are you talking of? Th& great Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, lived in a body like yours? lf you can prove this, I will 
be baptized to-morrow." I asked the man if be believed the 33rd chapter 
of Exodus. "To be sure I do, with all my heart." "Do yon believe 
that the whole assembly of the Godhead dwelt in the holiest of all, and 
He really was there?" "Yes, if He said so, He was." Well then, if He 
could dwell there in a little place made Ly ~kilful men, bow much more 
will He not dwell in that that was a pattern of it?" "Oh," said the 
man," I wish your father \\as.here." ·• Well," I said," it is of no use 
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looking to my father, yon mnst look for your own soul's salvation. Yet 
still it remaineth, without a controversy. Great is the mystery of godli
ness. God was manifest in the flesh." " Oh, the blessedness that is 
not a controversy in a child of God's conscience. A child of God that 
receiveth it withont a controversy, it is very great. If Habakkuk could 
BBY ont of His hands that were pierced with nails, there was the hiding 
of His power, what mnst the glory of His face now be in heaven? 
There is 1mch a thing BI! looking, and gazing, and admiring, and loving 
a dear Christ until yonr very soul is transported with Him. 

All the glory that Stephen the .martyr saw shone in Jesns Christ. 
All the glory that Abel saw was shining in His face, for "God that 
commanded light to shine out of darkness bath shined in our heart to 
give us the light of the knowledge of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
Who can describe the beanty of His Majesty in heaven? The Psalmist 
enng sweetly," Thon lovest righteousness and hatest wickedness. There
fore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above 
thy fellows. Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever." 

The third general heading is about His attendants. A king has many 
attendants, and it came into my mind if all the kings were like our 
glorious King they would not want any soldiers for a life-guard. He 
has attendants abont Him, and they are called Seraphim. Their hearts 
are flames of fire, for that is the meaning of their name; and their song 
is one story, and a glorious one it is. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts I In the Revelations yon read this description of them, in the 6th 
verse of the 4th chapter, "And before the throne there was a sea of glass 
like unto crystal, and in the midst of the throne and ronnd about the 
throne were fonr beasts full of eyes before and behind. And the four 
beasts had each of them six wings about him, and they were full of eyes 
within, and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God Almighty, which was, and is, and art to come." Romaine says the 
word beasts shonld have been rendered creatures. Well, I like beasts just 
as well, for Asaph said he was as a beast before Him, and I believe every 
one of them have felt the same. That these creatures are members of the 
mystical body of Christ is clear, for they had a face of a man, and 
as they began the worship of God, I conclude they are the ministers of 
Christ in the four quarters of the earth. These creatnres have what they 
stand in need of; they are spoken of in God's Word as representatives of 
the people of God. It is a great treat to have the grace of humility, and 
it is a sweet mercy to have the wings of faith and love, for we must veil 
as soon as we begin to sing. How is this? I will tell you. As sure 
as God gives you to lift up a little from self, there will be this veiling, 
for it is no use to sing this holy chant, " Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of 
hosts," touched Isaiah, and be began to cry out," Woe is me, for I am 
undone, because I am a man of unclean lips.'' 

A Jew who Ii ved a little before the coming of Christ interpret.ed it, 
Holy God the Father, Holy God the Son, and Holy God the Holy Ghost. 
That is a believing Jew, not an unbelieving one; for they are Arians. 
Holy are His ways, holy and reverend is His name. Can you, without 
lifting np your body, sing, holy to the work of the Son of God? Is it 
holy that He says He does not pray for the world? "Sir," says the 
Arminian, "I do not like this." Well, then, you cannot sing. Is it 
holy that He sbonld say," I give My life for My sheep"? Well, if 
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you have no wings, yon cannot fly. Is all the work of the Holy Ghost 
holy? Is it that He should quicken only the elect, ancl leave millions 
to perish? "Oh," says the Arminian, "I wish you had not brought 
that in, for I begin to tremble when yon bring that in." It would be 
a good t.hing if you were to tremble out of your flesh, and have the faith 
of God's eled in yon. Holy, holy, holy, is the grand cry, and it takes 
them an eternity to do it. 

In the next place, it is said to be high and lifted up. I will refer 
you to two places that yon may read on this bead. " He that descendeth 
is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that He might 
fill all things." If He made the heavens, He must be above all heavens. 
Where is that? Where His Father dwells in all the infinity of His 
glory, there He is in hum·an nature. "What is the bosom of the 
Father? "Eternal Deity, that cannot be looked into, this is :My 
Master's home; in human nature, do not forget that." " Therefore bath 
He highly exalted Him, and given Him a name above every name, that 
at the name of Jeans every knee should bow." "High and lifted up." 
There is not a monarch that is not under the control of oar g-lorious 
King. There is not a matter that is going on bat my Master has the 
role of it; for He is the King of kings, and Lord of lords. There is 
not a depth of trouble, dear child of God, that yon are in, He has but 
to speak, and destruction ie upon the enemies there and then. 

Bat I mast continue. "And His train filled the temple." 
By the temple I understand the Church of God in heaven and in 
earth, the Cburch of God triumphant, and the Church of God militant; 
and by the temple I also understand the temple of His human body, 
which makes the holiest of all in the temple, and there the fulness of 
the Godhead dwells bodily. The word "train" is but twice mentionerl 
in the Bible; once in my text, and again where it is said the Queen of 
Sheba came with her train to Solomon. By the word "train," yon 
understand such a train of things linked together; a train of thoughts, 
a train of circumstances. The Church of God has got a train in the 
chain round her neck; but I believe the best train I c.an show you is, 
"He that ascended is the same also that descended into the lower parts 
of the earth. He ascended up far above all heavens, that filled all 
things." And twice He to ancient Israel came down with His train; 
first, .when Moses reared up the tabernacle the clouds came down, and 
when Solomon finished the temple He did it a second time, and the 
glory of God fillerl the temple; and again He did the third time, that 
a threefold cord could not be quickly broken; for when it pleased God, 
in the .set time the glory of God filled the house, and the house was 
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Gho9t. Ah! dear brethren, 
you will never be satisfied till our great Husband fills every crevice 
of your heart; and, blessed be God, my God bath so filled me with God, 
until I said, " Lord, what a wonder am I." I have been gladdened 
with a train of salvation and justification, and love, and peace, and glory, 
coming into my soul, until I was filled, and could sing the song that 
~oses sung, '' Oh, Naphtali ! satisfied with favour, a°:d full_ of the bles
smg of the Lord." Thus, then, dear child of God, His tram filled the 
temple. 

But why say it signifies the Church of Goel triun:::phaut? To be 
sure it does. He fills it with blessedness and eternal glory. There the 
dear saints walk, and they h,ne no more troubles of sin. There shall I 
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walk and not be afraid, there shall I not have to fret over characters 
that grieve me now. I do long for a ble8sed dismiesal, and I believe 
in my very conscience that if the characters that now rail against me 
were to hear of it, they would say,•• Bless the Lord; I had many a sweet 
Yisit under him, and he was a servant of God." Dear child of God, I 
do wi8h yon well, and I wish the Lord to fill yon, and then He will 
fill Himself with yoa; for it is written that God gave His dear Son to 
be Head over all things, to the Church which is His body, the fulness 
of Him that filleth all in all. He will fill you with holiness and love; 
bat when you shall be filled with Christ He will fill Himself with you. 
I am not weary of preaching Christ. I love the man that will preach 
Christ in the face of the devil. I come back, and will just give a hint 
to the foarth heading. • 

" The posts of the door moved at the voice of Him that cried, and 
the house was filled with smoke." It is written in Rev. viii.: "And 
another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and 
there was given nnto him much incense, that he shoald offer it with 
the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the 
throne. And the smoke of the incense which came with the prayers of 
the saints ascended up before God out of the angel's hand." And again, 
in Rev. xv., and last verse: "And the temple was filled with smoke 
from the glory of God, and from His power." 

Thus, then, dear child of God, I have got to the smoke. What a 
blessing to have a Mediator by the golden altar! All God's people 
have troubles, and all have three great troubles concerning the worship 
of God which no hypocrite or formalist ever dreamed of. They feel 
that in their best things there is a great deal of sin. Can you pray 
with freedom, or have freedom of speech, so that you can speak ont 
without the devil tryiug to puff' you up, so that sin is mixed with the 
best things? Those are called the iniquities of Israel iu their holy 
things. 1n the second place, they feel e. great deal of weakness and 
infirmity. One dear child of God eays, "Oh, the coldness of my love! 
Oh, the weakness I feel in everything I do! " Yon may feel the sins 
of infirmity mixed ap with your holy things; but our great High Priest 
drowns them in His precious blood. You feel weakness in all your 
doings; the Sou of God, with the gloriom! smoke of His incense, 
presents it all, and He is the power of God to every one that believetb. 

As regards our person, we are " accepted in the Beloved." Thus, 
a.ear child of God, you may worship through the sweet incense of th3 
Son of God without fear; for in the Son of God His people are brought 
before God without a morsel of taint about them, for we are brought 
before God " unreprovable aud unrebakable in His sight." What is all 
Popish incense compared to the sweet incense of the Son of God? 

May God preserve me from Popish worship, and show me more of 
the glory of our great High Priest. God be praised for deliverance 
from every yeke, youug or old, men or women, rich or poor. As for 
Christ's work in heaven, I will tell you something more of it anoth~r 
time. One thing I know, He is there for His people; for "who is this 
that cometh out of the wilderness, leaning on the bosom of the 
Beloved ? " Who can tell of Christ's glory but the people that dwell 
in Cbrist, and Christ in them? Most gladly, theu, will I glory in ~y 
infirmity, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. May God give 
His blessing, I add no more. Ameu. 
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A WARNING VOICE TO PROFESSING ENGLAND. 
''A ND unto the angel of the Church in Sardis, write: These things, 

saith he, that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I 
knew Thy works, that Thon hast 11, name, that Thou livest, and art 
dead'' (Rev. iii. 1 ). 

Some trees in the garden make a great show, bat bear no fruit; 
they are splendid in leaves, 11nd perhnps in blossom, but they yield 
either nothing fit to eat, or something not worth eating. The largest 
species of tree known in the world is the bavbab, or calibash tree, of 
Senegal, which often exceeds 70 feet in the circumference of its trunk; 
and covers with its boughs a circle of above 130 feet in diameter, bat 
yields a fruit, which. while it is unfit for food, doelil not exceed the size 
of a common kidney bean, with this enormous subst!!,llce; ·it has large 
and handsome leaves, and looks at a distance rather like a grove than 
a single tree. 

0, what a picture is here of many a specious soul. How many 
have looked tall, like cedars in Lebanon; how many have pro
mised fair like the fig-tree in the Gospel; who, when the ]\faster 
sought for fruit hafe yielded none! Some have spoken gloriously, and 
written elegantly of the Word of God, and heavenly things have 
been supposed in the uppermost class of the Christian school, and have 
even done in God's name many wonderful works, who, after all, have 

. . . Oh, my soul, leave the awful blank, and tnrn inwards for a 
deep examination, and proof of thine own faith and experience, lest 
after treating of Christ and His holy truths thou thyself be only a 
castaway. Dismal reflections! It is sad for those who are deplorably 
ignorant of the Gospel, or who never heard itfi joyful sound to fall 
into perdition. Bat how much more dreadful mast the destruction of 
other persons be, who have talked load, and written fair of their know
ledge of the things of God; and yet have been actuated all the while 
by the selfish, proud, and unsanctified motives of the devil? Rather 
let me be an humble shrub of a span in height, with lowly branches 
bent by the fruits of grace, than all the calibashes in the world, with 
their spreading boughs and useless trunks. Oh, that I may be '' a green 
olive-tree in the house of my God, of whom my fruit may be found," 
and to whom it may be acceptable, through Christ Jesus. J. HAND. 

MEN THAT I HAVE KNOWN.-THOS. JO~ES, 
BROSE LEY. 

[On the death of Olli' dear brother, C. W. Banks, the following letter was discovered with other 
wrltiags in his possession, which proves it to have been wrltt!3fl some time prior to tile death 
of Mr. T. J onee. We hope, however, the delay 1n the publication of it wlU not lessen its value 
In the reader's estim~tioo.-Eo.]. 

THOMAS JONES is a clear-headed, sound-hearted, and richly
gifted minister of apostolical truth and puritanical practice. He 

does not mince the strong meat of the Go!!pel nor modify the severity ?f 
truth by qualifying divine sovereignty and mitigating human responsi
bility. He does not paint human nature in fairer colo~rs than . dark 
Vermillion (Isa. i. 18), nor shun to declare that the salvat10n of a srnner 
is of the Lord. 

Thomas Jones is one of the" old school," which the new school say 
is rapidly dying out, and they are anticipating the happy demise of the 
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last" hyper." And, no donbt, they would gladly go to his funeral to 
see the last of a despised race-of the sect everywhere spoken against. 
If they live till that event comes they may insure their lives till the 
crack of doom, for God i,;hall never want a witness eo long as the world 
remaineth. What is the new echool doing? Giving us a new Bible, 
robbing man of the divine image of God, and making him the child of 
a monkey; robbing the cross of God's opinion of sin, and denying its 
vicariousne!ls for the sinner; putting out the flames of hell, and pro
claiming a heaven for all-men and de-rile. 

Spite of the fearfnl changes in the religious ,vorld, spite of the great 
apoetacies of the age, Mr. Jones moves on with steady and unfaltering 
steps in '' the good old way," with his heart fixed on the goal, and his 
eye looking on the glittering crown of glory. It is something grand to 
see a spiritnal racer keeping his paces in the Christian stadium, and 
running with all the purpose of the first impulse for fifty years for the 
prize, the crown, the glory that shall garland the brows of those who by 
patient continuance in well-doing shall endure unto the end of the race of 
a self-denying and life-long struggle. Yes, it is grand to see a man to-day 
on the same lines, on the same course, and pursuing the same object he 
was when first He knew him, some forty years ago. Grand, because we 
think of bow many have fallen away, given up, and gone back. Ah, 
yes, Thomas must often say in looking round for those who started with 
him, "Who could hold me up but Thou?" And then the song of 
gratitude would burst from his lips-

" Oh, to grace how great a debtor! " 

When I first heard him at Foot's Cray, in Kent, he was a strong, 
sturdy Briton, with a face beaming with health and happiness, and a 
voice clear as a trumpet that gives a certain sound. His text was, 
"Therefore are they before the throne." The preacher said they were 
not angels, but men-men redeemed from among men, men that came 
out of great tribulation. It was this fact that fastened the subject so 
indelibly upon my mind; for I had been brought oat of great tribula
tion, and it was the preacher's knowledge of the moral conflicts and 
tribulations through which I had passed that attached me to him. And 
I was devoutly thankful for the opportunity of fraternising with a 
brother whom I have never ceased to love. There is eomethin~ very 
remarkable in the union of kindred minds. This "love never faileth." 
It does not matter what people may say to the prejudice of the man 
whose testimony has been blest to yon, you mast love him. At least, 
that is my experience. 

As a preacher, Mr. Jones makes no effort to present his thoughts in 
fine language, nevertheless bis thoughts are as flowing and transient as 
the mountain stream, and are expressed in words as clear and illumina
ting as sunbeams. We have heard him many times, for many times 
when visiting the writer he has occupied the pulpit for him. And 
Amicus bas always felt bumbled into conscious insignificance in the 
presence of this shining light, and sometimes he has thought that he 
would never attempt to preach again. But then we have bethought 
ourselves that the glow-worm might be as useful to a world of life 
beluw our ken, as the stars are to as, and we have encouraged ourselves 
in the Lord our God. Mr. Jones has not done much through the press; 
but he has written much, and we hope that much that he has written 
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will some day see the light. As a Christian letter-writer he haR but few 
eqal\ls, and I never read a letter of his without feeling that I must read 
it again. 

Our octogenarian. brother conld_give as an interesting autobiography. 
We should dearly hke to read tne ups and downs, the failures and 
snccessee of his long and eventful life. We should be edified by reading 
the experience of this good soldier, in the stripping-room and on the 
drill-parade, We should like to hear all about the long marches, the 
short rations, the hard fighting, the repulses, the victories, the wounds, 
the healing. We should like to have the experience of this doctor of 
divinity in the school of Christ, at the college of physicians, at Gilead, 
and in walking the hospi,tal of Bethesda, and when he himself was an 
in-patient under the healing hand of Jehovah-Rophi, who heals the 
bones that sin has broken. We all need the healing mercy of God, for 
"there is not a just man upon the earth, that doeth good and sinneth 
not." The preponderating element gives the distinction. We say the 
son is bright: yes, bright of thP dark spots upon his face. We call t.he 
day, day-because the light preponderates over the darkness of the clouds. 
We call the night, night-because the darkness preponderates over the 
light. A bad man may do some things good in themselves, and yet be 
a bad man. And a just man may fall in the hour of temptation, and 
still be a just man. It is recorded of David that he was a man after 
God's own heart. His horrid conduct with respect to Uriah is :narked 
in the Scripture as the only great defect in his long and illnstrions life. 
Now, as we say the son is beautiful becanse we look dt its brightne!!s, 
and not at its spots, so we say that man is a good man whose moral 
goodness is as clear as the light. From his own known and felt defects 
he may call himself vile, like Job; bat he has a character that God 
commends, and which the devil challenges, but cannot conquer. 

I say, in conclusion, that I do hope that we shall have the autobio
graphy of the worthy pastor of Birch Meadow Chapel, Broseley. 

S, COZENS. 

THE FACE OF JESUS. 
"And they shall see His face."-Rev. xxii. 4. 

"HIS face!" That can never be painted. Has it ever struck you 
that the world possesses no authentic description of the 

physical face and form of Jesus? You shall search the Bible in vain 
for the least cine to His statnre or His peculiar features. You cannot 
tell whether He was tall or short; yon fnow not if His eyes were hazel 
or piercing black, All the pictures of ,Jesus are mere fictions. It has 
been the custom of all Roman Catholic artists to paint our Lord with 
rays of light issuing in a circle from His head; and such pictures. are 
sometimes to be found in Protestant homes. All such representat10ns 
are false. There was nothing in the form or face of Jesus to separate Him 
from other men-nothing by which those who came into contact "'.ith 
Him could discover His Divinity. When we consider that the physical 
features of many of the world's great ones have been carefully preserved 
and handed down for acres is it not wonderful that the grandest Person 
who has ever Ii ved in this ~orld cannot be physically recognised? Ho IV 

can we account for this? Why this absence of Christ iu marble, or 
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Christ on the canvas? Why this silence of inspired biographers? The 
evangelists were certainly qualified by their intimacy with Jesus to 
have given an account of His personal appearance. The Holy Spirit, 
however, who guided their pens, restrained them on this point. 
Perhaps by this silence, concerning form and colour, God would pour 
contempt upon the pride of mere mortals who glory so much in physical 
beauty. But is there not another reason? Jesus cannot be localised. 
Though He was born in Judea, He does not belong exclusively to the 
Jews. He is the Son of Man, confined in His relationship to no quarter 
of the globe. He is the Brother born for the adversity of the negro 
and barbarian, es well as for the affliction of the Jew end the Roman. 
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there 
is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus." This 
glorions truth could not be realised so well if the Bible presented us 
with a picture of Christ's exact human proportions and features. The 
face of Jesus must be a race face, and not the face of any particular 
country. Let as be satisfied with the revelation God has given ue of 
His Son, and not speculate concerning His personal appearance, which 
God has not seen fit to preserve. (Extract). P. REYNOLDS. 

Islington. 

A PLEA. 
"oH, my God, why dost Thou stand BO aloof from me? Why art 

Thou so silent? Why not speak to me? I know full well that 
'I am but sinfnl dust and ashes,' bot, dee.rest Immanuel, earnest Thon 
not to seek and to save such? Didst Thou not Thyself say, 'I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance'? Can I-dare!
approach Thee under any other name or pretension but that of 'sinner' 
-yea, and sinner, too, of deepest dye? But I can, at the same time, 
appeal to Thee-' Lord, Thon knowest all thing-s; Thou knowest that I 
love Thee.' Oh, cannot I, in all truthfulness and sincerity, say,-,, 

'·' Do not I love Thee, dearest Lord? 
Oh, search this heart and see! 

And from my bo&om tear the part 
That beats not true to Thee ' ? 

" Can I not appeal to Thee, Thou great Searcher of hearts, and exclaim, 
'Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth I 
desire in comparison with Thee. My flesh and my heart faileLh; but 
God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever'? 

" Lord, is it not the earnest desire of my soul to be guided, as well 
as guarded, by Thee, day by day and moment by moment ? Have I 
not earnestly and ardently pleaded with Thee that I may not be 
permitLed in any wise to have my own will? Have I not mightily cried 
to Thee, 'Lord, show me Thy way, and enable me to walk therein'? 
Do I not desire above all things to have a realising sense of Thy 
presence and of Thine approval-yea, that I may, from time to time, 
hear Thee saying, 'This is the way; walk ye in it'? 

"Oh, then, do smile; do speak to me, Lord! It is Thy voice I 
want to hear. Past manifestations and past mercies will not suffice, 
Lord. I want fresh tokens, and renewed pledges. Vouchsafe them, 
Lord, I pray Thee, for Jesus' sake!"-" D.," in the Gospel Magazine. 
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TUE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

exclusive also of any sums invested in 
policies of life assurance, or otherwise 
settled for the benefit of their families." 
This statement is thoroughly contradic
tory to what bas been published by 
Bishop Ryle on the Bishops' incomes. 
Some have said that the poor Bishops are 
"hardly able to make both ends meet." 
Poor things! We should think that the 
Church of England would be far better 
off without any of these bloated Bishops, 
lovers of filthy lucre. 

Quarterly Repo1'ter of the German 
BaptL,t ,rfission, most interesting. 
T,:nth Annual Report of the E.ecd.tior 
Band of Hope. This Band of Hope, 
connected with. Horseley-~treet Schools, 
Camberovell-gate, is in a healthful and 
prosperous condition. 

Amateur Ga1·dening continues good; 
plates al'e excellent. 

Home Words, most interesting, as also 
The IJay of IJay.,. The Church of 
England Temperance Chronicle, a capital 
organ in support of temperance. 

The Fireside. Sixpence n::onthly. 
Light reading for those whose spiritual 
appetite requires a change of diet. 

The Face t!f Jeau.,. A sermon by 
Philip Reynolds. One penny. This is 
more than an ordinary sermon, it is a·a 
extraordinary one throughout. Tlie 
prencher bas no belief whatever in 
human pictures of Christ, no more have 
we. It is true, we have seen a profile 
picture purporting to be that of Christ, 
taken when He sojourned here by a 
Roman artist; but it savours too much of 
the legendary taste of medireval art for 
us fully to accept as genuine. We 
remember well the marvellous letter 
supposed to have been written by the 
Virgin Mary and preserved in the con
vent at n,:essica, and which, when held 
up to the light, was discovered by the 
water mark to be written upon modern 
paper! The idea of paper made of rags 
so early! Oh, the rags of Rome! In 
this sermon our brother P. Reynoldij has 
candidly confessed his entire renuncia
tion of the erroneous opinion advanced 
by him some time since in his published 
sermon (vol. i., No. 6), entitled," The 
Blood of Sprinkling." Our God makes 
all His children honest. In this respect 
let us thank Him and take courage. We 
sincerely hope that no one will look 
upon our brother Philip Reynolds in a HIDDEN TE X T. 
wrong light by his recantation, or as a (A ,cord from each of the figuTed lines must be 

taken to form the text.) 
mn.n given to change. We heartily DRIVEN from every sn,.re, the son! 
admire his confession, and love him (1) la blest who puts bis trnst in One, 
more than ever for his intrepidity in· Who cannot err, but Je,.ds him on 
making it known. If the adage is true, From strength to strength till life is done. 

· d f h There 'mong the mansions of the blest, 
that "open confess10n is goo or t e Eternally his raith •hall be ; 
soul," may brother Reynolds long live to (2) In everlasting jo.v and Jove. 
enjoy that good. We hope our brother. • Changed into sight his Lord to see. 
has a large number of this sermon pub- Let others roam from pole to pole, 
lishid, as we are sure he (or the public Tbeirsearcb forh·,ppine,s pursue; 

They onl_v do true wisdom ttnd, 
rather) will require them. (3) Who know the Word of God is true. 

The Gospel .ilfaga=ine for August con- (4) Thus from dead souls to living ones, 
tains many choice papers on Christian (oJ By ltfe imparted from above; 
experience interestingly written. We They more of Him completely learn, 
hail month by month this magazine (6) And rtallse tbat "God is· 1ove." 

• h 1 ·t • t t 't t'tl Notting-bill-gate, W. W. C. B-
w1t P easure, as 1 16 rue O 1 8 1 e. .,tns,,e,·.-·' 'l'rust in the living God_" (1 Tim. 

The Bishops and thei?- Wealth. By iv. JO). 
Mercer Davies, M.A. Twopence. Pub- WHAT WILT THOU DO UNTO TS:Y GREAT 
lishing Company, 160, Fleet-street. NAME? 
From the table on page 12 we find their W~~~ :~et~: ;i~':~~~d~~[t~bear? 
"nominal income " and ;, amount of Our road h both rugged and bard, 
personalty " sufficient to warrant tile And we are oppreoeed with c,.,e, 
assertion that many of the Bishops are And the foe is bo,h cl'atty and strong, Look Thou, 0 Lord, on our wrong. 
"rolling in riches,'' unless they are very What wilt Thon do to Tby came? 
great spendthrifts. According to our Tby great name, on which we rely? 
author's own statement, the Bishops The uatioas have beard of Thy !awe, 

d b h . • t th f f To Thee In our troubles we fly. 
name Y tm ' were a e ime O But Thou bidest Thy f&ce from our woes, 
their death in possession of pet'sonal And we fear at the approach of our fue,. 
property, varying in value from £12,000 Lord, help Thy poor and oppressed 
to £40,000, the average being about ·ro trust in Theo still •nd to pray; 
£n4,000 apiece, and the total perso_ nn_ lty Let them be sustained ,.,u bles,ed, 

11 And for their eicape make a way. 
of the 39 bishops being over two mi !ODS Then the oppressor, ,.s still as a stone, 
sterling; this being exclusive of any Shall kuow that Thou bast this d•Jne. 
real estate they may have possessed, and Margate, July 6, 1886. G. H. M. RE.1.0 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY. penoloners live in All r,art• of the country. 

•everal re•iding in WR eo, end one in Ireland'. 
By meens of the pensions hundreds wbo 
would otherwl•e be compelled to enter the 
workhou•e are enabled to live with e degree 
of comfort In their own little bome• or with 

We iz-•ther from the seventr-ninth •nnu•l 
report, juot 1 .. ued, of the A.11:e<I Pilgrim,' 
Friend Society (including the fifty-fir•t 
■nnu•l report of the CRmberwell As)·lum, 
th_e fifreenth ennu•I report of the Hornaey 
Rroe A•~·lum, the seventh annual report of 
the Bri,z-hlon Home, end the •econd annual 
report of the Stamford Hill Hom?), the fol
Jowin11: interestinll notiCl's :-

their families and friends. ' 
"The progress of the society has been 

steady and continuous, the le•t few yean 
having been especially mnrked by a 

0

large 
development of Its operation•. Commencing 
in 1807 with three pensluners, ond a penolon 
expenditure of .£15 15s., in 11!36 it had 236 
pensioners, receiving .£1,003 per annum• In 
1861, 485 re~eiving ,£2.460 yearly; in 1876, 
1,025 recelv10g .£6,158; and this year 1 118 
pensioners, receiving upwards of £7 ooo' per 
annum. The asylums, in which 180 pen
sioners have peaceful abodes also mark the 
gradual extension of the work, the Camber
well Asylum hnving been opened In 1835 
the Hornsey Rise Asylum in 1871 th~ 
Brighton Home in 1879, and the Ste~ford 
Hill Home in 1884. The Pilgrims' Home 
Gerrard'• Cross, Buck•, a substantial end 
beautiful building situated in a very healthy 
and picture•que part of the countrv will 
~ltimately be avail~ble for the Society;~ pen
s10ners. Tue munificent donor, Sir J. W. 
Alexander, Bart., retains a life-interest 
init. 

" Men'• life on earth is but e brief sojourn: 
onward, without pau~e or retrace men t 
tre,•el ell the children of men. To th; 
Christian, however. life is not e journey to 
an unknown piece, but e pilgrimage to '11 
city ,..,hich herb foundation•, who•e builder 
and maker is God.' Called 'out of darkness 
into II is marvellous li11:ht,' the Lord's people 
feel that they ere 'stran11:ers and pilgrims on 
the earth,' end, therefore, they 'press to
ward the mark for the prize of the hi11:h 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.' 'In the 
world ye shell have tribulation,' and the 
pathway of life is rugl!'ed and thorny to 
pilgrim feet, and many of the Lord's travel
lers, with grey hairs end feeble steps, bowing 
beneath the weight of yeen, end d'lStitute of 
this world's goods, sorely need the helping 
bend end loving sympathy of their fellow
mem hers of ' the household of feitb ' to 
whom have been entrusted the silver end the 
gold. God bes given to His people 'exceed
in,z- greet end precious promises,' end often 
fulfils them throuj!'h human instrumentality 
end so during seventy-nine years He h~ 
J!TIICiously enabled the Aged Pilgrims' 
Friend Society to assist some thousands of 
Bis aged poor in their declining days ac
cording to Bis word, Even to your old ;ge I 
em He, end rven to hoary heirs will I cerrv 
you ; I lie ve made, and I will bear ; even ·1 
will carry, and will deliver you. 

"Purpose end progress of the society, in
stituted in 1807, for the purpose of giving 
life pensions to the aj!'ed Christian poor of 
sixty yea!"' of RJ?e and upwards, of both sexes 
and of every Protestant Evangelical De
nomination. the Society bes closely adhered to 
its foundation principles, onl,v modifying ils 
rules from time to time to accord with 
the enlargement of its operations. Unde
nominntio11el in its scope and working, it is 
et the same time based upon thoroughly 
8cr1ptural, end therefore Protestant, prin
ciple•, and its belp is J?iven to those only 
wbo are believed to be true followers of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, called and chosen and 
faitbfol. It has, by God's blessing, been the 
inBtrument of alleviating their poverty, 
assuaging their sorrows, and evoking 
tLenk,giving to our Heavenly Fat:ier. It 
ha• also tieen the mean• of drawing together 
many of the Lord's people of various section• 
of the Clmrcb of ChriBt for the high and 
holy 011ect of minislering in a systematic 
Knd organized manner to the necessities of 
JJoor •aint.s ; the Christian sympathy and 
iutercour•e thu, prowo1ed are spiritually 
~elpful to both visiLors and recipients. The 

"The Annual Subscriptions continue to 
show a steady iccreese, and during the year 
have amonnted to £2,783- These conlribn
tions constitu le the backbone of the Society 
and your Committee would urge the im~ 
portance of constantly obtaining accessions 
to the list. Subscriptions of Sevm and 
Fourteen Shillings per annum ure 
especially useful, for not being charged 
with pensioners tbey go to make up the 
'free income.' It is obvious tbat, if all 
subscriplions entitled to nominations the 
Society would be in serious financial' diffi
culties. As it is, the difference between the 
regular income and the expenditure amounts 
to allout £~,500 a year, and this sum bas to 
be made up by receipte of au uncertain and 
fluctuating character. Annusl subscrip
tions to the various Asyluru•' Funds, 
especially the Sustentaliun Fund of the 
Hornsey Rise Asylum, are also urgently 
needed. 

"The collections after sermons have 
slightly increased in number, but there is e 
diminution of the sum total, tbe result 
being £344 egain~t £386 the preceding 
year. The Committee would commend this 
~ubject to the consideration of Ministers of 
the Go•pel and Christian Churches. 

"Full and interesting descriptions of the 
Society's operations--especially the Asylum•' 
branch-have appeared in several pel'iodicel•, 
aod the Committee cordially thank the 
Editors and all other friends who have 
rendered literary help to the Institution. 
They anticipate with pleasure further aid in 
this direclioo. 

" They heartily acknowledge the kind 
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Jlft from the Religious Trnct Society of 
lllumlnnterl Teds for the A,ylum,' lnmotes 
nnd other pen-loners; •l•o the welcome pre
eent• of n monllily parcel of oermons end 
various volumes for the aged ones in the 
Asylums nod Homes. The Rev. Dr. 
Doudney (vlcnr of Bt. Lukt's, Bedmlnster, 
Bristol) end e friend beve pre•ented 180 
~ople• of two of the Doctor's books, 
'Credentials, Coll ond Cleims of the Chris
tien M lnistry • end ' Four end Forty Years' 
Edltorinl Annual Addresses,' and Ledy 
Wynford has kindly provided copies of 
' Hawker'• Portions' for such rooms 88 were 
not furni•hed with them. 

"The Quarterly Record bes now reeched 
its fifth number. Copies will he gledly sup
plied. to friends wishing to circulate them 
amongst non-su bscribere. 

"J. T. Morton, E,q., of Caterham, has, 
during the·year, continued to make many 
munificent gift.I to the pen,ioners. Mr. Mor
ton bas also made donations, amounting to 
£261, to assist the Committee in raising 232 
approved candidates to the Five Guinea Pen-
11ion. The Committee undertook the delivery 
of these noble presente, end the deep gratitude 
to, and earnest prayers of the recipients for, 
their generous benefactor testify to the 
timeliness and appropriateness of liis gifts. 
It will thus be seen that every pensioner has 
now received a pair of blankets, a box of 
groceries, and flannel ; coals have been given 
to ell needing them, and the earliest recipients 
of the groceries have had a second box. 
Such unrqualled generosity is a subject for 
devout gratitude to our God, who graciously 
move, the hearts end hands of His •ervants. 
That the Lord may abundantly bless our 
esteemed friend is the prayer of the Com
mittee. 

"One thousand one hundred and eighteen 
pensioners are now on the Society's books, 
and during the year upwards of £7,000 have 
been distributej in pensions, the largest 
totals yet recorded. 105 are recipients of 
the Ten Guinea Pension, 387 of the Seven 
Guinea Pension, 559 of the Five Guinea 
Pension, and 67 are approved candidates, 
receivinl!,' five shillings per month, and who 
will he advanced to the Five Guinea Pension, 
in rotation, es the funds permit. 

"It Is proposed, In next June, to elect 
twenty pensioners to the Ten Guinea Pen-
11lon, and in July to advance thirty-five Five 
Guinea pensioners to the Seven Guinea 
Pension, and forty approved candidates to 
the Five Guinea Pension. 

"Upwards of 800 of the pensioners ore 
over seventy years of age, and of this num
ber 245 are over eighty, and 15 are over 
ninety. 155 only of the recipients are men; 
465 live In the country, and the remainder 
are resident in London. Many have been 
on the book• nearly twenty years; of the 
three oldest now living, one bas been on the 
i!ociety twenty-seven years, and the others 
twenty-four years, and have respectively 
received £224, £160, and £!50. 

" The Lonilon pensioners ore all paid 
monthly by the members of the committee 

nod the lady visitors, the country pensioners 
are paid quarterlv. ' 

" One hundred aAd seven pen,ioners have 
died during the year, their average age 
being seventy-eight. Of thi• number two 
were inmates of the Camberwell Asylum, 
ten of the Homsey Rise Asylum, one of the 
Brighton Home, and two of the Stamford 
Hill Home. The vacancies th u• created 
have been filled by qualified pensioners 
waiting for admis•ieo. 

"Many gracious testimonies of the happy 
departure of the•e aged ones have been 
received. The following is one :-Our dear 
friend Mrs. P-- entered her eternal rest 
on Friday morning-beginning her new 
yur in beaven-willinir, lon11;ing to he irone 
-her lest word, as the hells were ringing 
the new year in at midnight, was ' Home.' 
Not having been able to • lie down since 
Christmas Day, and getting no sleep, T said 
it was trying for her. She looked up so 
sweetly, and said, ' But I shall rest, He 
giveth His beloved sleep.' She was one who 
had many fears lest in the end she should be 
found wrong, but when that end came the 
sting and fear of death were removed, and 
she only desired to be with Him whom her 
soul loved. She was truly one of those 

"' Broken hearts and bnmble walkers 
Who are dear in Jesa's ey<:::s.' 

"One hundred and sixty-one new cases 
have been r,omin11ted durinJ? the year, but 
nine having been founcl ineli11;ihle, or dying 
before visitation, 152 only have been received. 
The average age was seventy years. Thirty
three of the number were men; the majority 
of the women were widows. 

"The total number of pensioners assisted 
since the foundation of the Society is 4,752, 
and upwards of £179,000 have been dis
tributed amongst tbem in pensions alone. 

"Tile Camberwell Asylum.-For fifty-one 
years the Camberwell Asylum has been a 

. peaceful home for forty of the Society'• 
pensioners. Including married couples, tile 
number of inmates is at present forty-three. 
This substantial quadrangular building is in 
a condition of excellent preservation and 
repair; various improvements have, from 
time to time, been made in it, and, during 
the past year, upwards of £115 have been 
expended in painting and renovatiou. The 
Jubilee meetings last June were of an 
encouraging character, and the results were 
devoted to the Benevolent Fund. The 
inmates have highly appreciated the teas 
kindly givm to them by friends. 

" The weekly services bave, in this asylum 
and in all the others, been highly valued by 
the aged inmates, many of whom are too 
feeble to attend their own places of worship. 
In the buildings at Camberwell and Homsey 
Rise there are neat and comfortable cbnpels; 
at Brighton and Stamford Hill, the services 
are conducted in two of the larger rooms. 
Frienrls are cordially invited to visit the 
asylums and homes, aad inspect for them
selves the arrangements made for the con
venience nod comfort of the inmates. Here, 
free from all anxiety as to reut, with coals 
provided for them, and m11ny other comforts, 
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t~ther with the minislration of Christian 
frlenrls. the e~rl ones wait and watch for 
the Master'• •ummons. 

"The Horn•e~· Rise A•~•lum.-The noble 
buildiu!I,' RI Hornsey Rise, in which dwell 
122 of the pensionel'I!, was fi,-,.t projected as 
B memori•l of the Jubilee of the Society, but 
it was not till 1871 that ii was opened for the 
receplion of eighty pensioners; in 1876 it 
was enl&r'1,'ed by tt,e addition of forty more 
rooms. The freehold land upon which the 
BSylum •tends wa• paid for by public con
tributions; the building was erected through 
the munificen~e of the late Mr. John Bo1<, 
and the additionel room by anolher friend, 
since deceesed. There is therefore no debt, 
but the 8ustentetion or Meintenance Fund 
for meeting repeirs, parochial retes, charges 
for gardening, J!"BS, water, and all other ex
penses incidental tn so large a building, is a 
matter which gives the Committee much 
prayerful anxietJ·. Upwards of £500 per 
annum are ordin•rily required, end con
siderably more when special repail'I! have to 
he exe~uted. Towards this amount n<'t 
more then £150 per annum can he confi
dently reckoned upon. the balance being 
made up hy fluctuatingrontrillutions. The 
Committ,e earnestly appeal for new sub
•cr;pt;on.< for the special purpose of 
placing this fund on a permanent basis. 
Fire cxtin11:ui,bing appliances have during 
the year been pro,•ided at a cost of nearly 
£50, and during the next few month~ an 
additional outlay of upwards of £200 for 
external painting and repairs must be made, 
the work hadng become absolutely neces
sary. The special needs of the fund are 
therefore urgent. The list of pensioners 
elected as inmates being nearly exhausted, 
another election of twenty, to enter as 
vacancies occur, will he held in June next. 

" The Brighton Home.-Tbe Brighton 
Rome was opened in 1879 and accommodates 
seven pensioners. Your committee are 
hnppy to report that, during the year, the 
ddiciency of £50 bas been cleared off, and 
there is a balance in bend for current ex
penses. The su b,cription list, however, 
needs considerably increasing, and the help 
of local friends especially is earnestly asked. 
There Rre altogether twenty-three pen
sillners in the town of Bri11:hton, receiving 
upwards of £148 per annum; therefore, 
this branch of the ins1i;ution has a strong 
local, ns well as i;tel'.ieral claim. 

•· The Stamford Hill Home.-Tbe Home 
a, Btam!ord Hill is a happy dwelling-place 
for nine of the pensioners, who, surrounded 
by many comforts, feel deeply thankful for 
this peacefol abode, the Second Anniversary 
of wllicb is now recorded. TLe year bas 
been of all uneventful character. Tbe debt 
unavoidably incurred through necessary 
additions and subsfquent expenses bas not 
yet been extinguhhed, but the Committee 
llave reason to hope they will soon have to 
report t~at it bes been cleared ~ff. A room 
for the services and meetings is needed, and, 
for a comparatively smell sum, could be 
erected on the ground at the back of the 
building.'' 

STREATHA M.-The friends worshipping 
at Providence ChRpel, Hambro-roed, Natal. 
road, under the pestorRI care of the venerable 
Mr. S. Pon•ford1 held their anniversary 
services on Tuesaay, .Joly 27th. In the 
efternoon Mr, O. Crutcher, of Tooting, 
preached a well thought out sermon from 
John x. 27, dwelling principally upon the 
ownership, " My sheep," and was quite 
original upon the way In which the sheep 
recognise the voice of the Shepherd. 
An excellent tea was well provided by Mrs. 
Ponsford end others. The evening meeting 
was presided over by Mr. C. Cornwell of 
Brixton Tabernacle. After singing and 
prayer, and some remarks from the chair
man, our kind Brother Cullingford, of Croy
don, was the first speaker, and took for a 
motto, " What think ye of Christ?" Our 
brother's remarks were good, Brother 
Higham in a genial and touching way, gave 
ns a gooJ speech upon the man who was 38 
years at the Pool of Bethesda. Mr. Pons
ford, who is upon the margin of his 85th 
birthday, •poke some weighty words con
cerning the future welfare of the little 
Church, and expressed bis very deep anxiety 
for it when the Lord should take him away. 
His is certainly a blessed old age, for bis 
mind seems as fruitful as in the days of his 
youth. Our friend and Brother Stepbeos, 
of Norwood, gave us some quite original 
remarks from the words, "Oo ye into 
all the world and preach the Gospel." Mr. 
0. Crutcher again came forward with the 
words, "They shall enquire the way to Zion, 
with their faces thitherward.'' This was the 
best anniversary we have seen at Streatham. 
Mr. W. Crutcher, and also several friends, 
came from Tooting, and some from Croydon. 
The collections were good, and all seemed 
cheerlul.-C. C. 

WALTHAM ABBEY.-Theannualtreat 
of the Sunday-school of E~enezer, was held 
at Woodridden Farm, Waltham Abbey, on 
Bank Holiday. Notwithstanding the un
favourable weather of the forenoon a com
pany of between three and four hundred of 
teachers, scholar•, and friends were conveyed 
in thirteen vehicles to the charming grounds 
where tliey much enjoyed themselves, and 
where tea was amply provided. The whole 
group returned in safety, when buns were 
disposed of to the children ; and the doxology 
crowned the happy and eventful occasion. 

W ALSHAM-LE-WILLOWS.-On the 
evening of July 2,5th, our Brother Mr. 
Barnes, pre11ched ao excellent sermon to a 
lar,ze and attentive congregation, gathered 
in Mr. Gowing'• barn, where many years 
•ince be used to preach. His text on this 
occasion was singular and appropriate, 
" And there they preached the Gospel." On 
July 29th Mr. Barnes completed bis 80th 
year. He continues in excellent health, 
although nol able to walk far at the time, 
May bis last days and those of bis beloved 
wile be bri~b1ened by the sunshine of 
heaven. [We are indebted to our Brother 
Mr. R. E. Sears for the above note.-ED.] 
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ALMSHOUS1'S FJR THE LORIJ'S POOR, ST. !Vb;S, HC)<TS. 
PRESENTED DY MR. A~D MRS. Joe::; PIGGOTT 01·' c,rn.u,roc, LO~D0'- . 

(For Particula1'S see pa')e 2!'i:3, Auy:1.~t So.) 

A VISIT TO JOHN CALVIN'S 
CHURCH. 

It was on the morniog of the 13th of July, 
this year that I had the great plea•ure of 
seeing Ge~eva. Arriving the night before at 
Lausanne so that I might get !be steamer at 
Oucby, 1 'found the sleamer had just gone, 
and there I remained till next morniog, went 
to see the house where Gibbon finished tbe 
last cbRpter In his famous" Decline and Fall 
oftbe Roman Empire," and the garden where 
be walked after doing so, end where be 
wrote the touching and memorable word•, 
" I have taken an everlasting leave of an old 
and agreeable companion, and whatever 
may be the future fate of my history, the 
life of the historian must be short and pre
carious," This drew to my reeollee1ion 
meeting dear Robert Moffatt in the train on 
bis way home from Queen Victoria-•treer, 
where he had deposited bis mRnuscript of the 
New Testament in Bechuana, and he said to 
me, "Tbi, hRnd and these fingers have been 
honoured to finish the last chapter of the New 
Testament In Bechuana this day." What 
different tffocts must follow, the thoughtful 
reader will understand. 

NeRr the bow of the steamer, along wllh 
me, there WRS •n AmericRn, Rlsu R gentlemKn 
who claimed lo be a Swiss American. Both 
Were io1elligent travellers, aod they had 
much admiration for Colvin and bis !!•eat 
Work as the originator of commonweRlths. 
All alool? the sides of the lake, until we 
renched ClenevR, the vioe is the predomin
ating ohjrct. Little hits ut' lnnd Rre clustered 
and gu1uded hy stone walls for •the vioe, aod 
victims of livu complaint go there in the 

grape season, for the now famous cure, to lie 
hod for that troub'e, from fee<ling only ou 
gropes. The Swiss-American er. joyed telling 
us a story of a Scotch captaio in I he army, 
who had made a bargain wilh bis father to 
eat what he oeeded at five shillings per day, 
and that his need wa• so great tbRt be ate his 
·father's vineyard rlean oul of all the grapes 
iu it. I trust be was cured. As we ap
proached Cleoeva J was struck with tbe 
resemblance of irs po,i1ion to Fort Agustus on 
Lochness. Tbo,e who have enjoyed a sail 
trip on tbe Caledonian Canal will remember 
It. The form of the lal<e and the surround
ings had to mv eyP, a ,triking likeness, only 
the wat~rs of Geneva were deeper blue. The 
day was very ~ot, and one was J!;lad to get 
shelter in the hotel till the afternoon. Iu 
the cool of the day I sauntered along till I 
reached the cathedral of St. Pierre, where 
John Calvin preached. The e~terior i• plain; 
it was built in the 11th century by the 
Emperor Coo rad I L The por_tico, wb!ch 
was erecled in the l81h century, 1s of Corin
thian architecture, and Mr- Spurgeon'• 
tabernacle portico is enctly similar. Tbe 
portico and the building are not in keeping. 
The old belfry, covered over. by the sm_all 
oak tiles seems out of place w11b the massne 
pillars. 

1
Joside it is like most_ csthedrals, 

unsuitable for Protestant worship; and the 
Scotch were only doing what was wise iu 
pulling them down. Beau1iful carvings and 
long reaches, and piclures for lhe eye, but 
that is all that soy earoest heorer of the 
Gospel can say for such places. You cannot 
hear io them aad the preacher caonot ,peak 
to advanta11:~ io them " the words of Ibis 
life." The old chair 1hat John C•lvin used 
to sit in, is there still, a.ho the olJ canopy to 
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the pulpit, but the old pulpit has bren 
removed. A very intelli~·enl dnm•el showed 
me o,·er the buildiniz, nnd I e•ked her es to 
the ettend•nce. She ••Id," Th•tdependson 
the preecher." I esked her ehout the 
preechen1, end she en,,,.•re,1 me, " Preecher• 
of p•••a,re;" meeninp: diff,ren t prcecher•, not 
one stated pastor. 1 w•s struck with the 
answer. I had heard of " birds of pn••sire," 
but never heerd of preeehers of pH.sage 
before, end the Geneveoe les• he• given a new 
name to itluerent preech,rs. I a•ked her 
ebout the doc,trines preached there; she 
an,wered, "The seme as Cnl,·in. hut not ,o 
~everc." As slu~ proft1AAed nnt to know 
Enirli•h sufficiently, further explanation wa• 
politely excul!ed. 

TOTTENHAM. - At Well,ourne Hall. 
High-cross, the seeond anniversary of the 
openlniz and the first of the pastorate of Mr. 
Thomas House was held on Lor 1's-day, Aug. 
1. S..rmom were preeched by the pastor 
and Mr. F. C. Holden. On Monday, Aaiz. 
2, Mr. Tooke preached in the afternoon; Mr. 
H. Hall, ofClapbem, who was to hn,·e been 
there, having sent a telegram stating bis 
inabilit~· 10 do so. The preacher took for bis 
text the following-" Wherefore He is able 
also to sa,•e them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by Him, seeini;r He ever livetb to 
make intercession for them." Mr. Tooke 
stated he was very plea..sed to be witl, them, 
a, he was called by j\"race under and baptized 
by the lather of their miabter, and then pro
ceeded witb his sermon, noticing (1) the cha
racter, (2) priesthood, (3) purpose, (4) the 
uttermost, (5) the ability, and (6) the proof. 
The preacher was so helped to speak that it 
was ftlt by many to be good to be there. 
At the rouclusion of the afternoon service a 
large uumber sat down to tea, after which 
there wa.., an erening meeting, when the 
pastor, Mr. T. House, presided. The pro
ceeding-• commenced by sic.gine;, '' Kiudred 
in Ct,ri,t for His dear sake" (i93 Denham's), 
when Mr. Archer offered prayer. The chair
man said be was pleased to see so man_v old 
friends as well a, new faces, but be thoui:ht 
the less we say of ourselves the better. 

"For(l<,tten be each worldlJ theme 
When Chr1stil!ns meet I ogether tb11B; 

We• only wish to 8p1 ak of Him 
\\ho livt:d, n.nd died, and reigns for ns." 

Mr. Flack made a few general remarks, and 
ti,en spoke from the words, "Therefore 
God, thy God, bath anointed tbee with the 
oil of glaJuess abo~e tby fellows." obseniug 
Be e,·er remains tbe anointed Head of Zion. 
Truth may be migratory, and while some 
Churches may cease, others ere raised up. 
May the Churcu bne grow and prosper. 
Part of tl,e hymn, "Ceme let u~ join our 
friends above," was eung, when Mr. W. 
Hazelton addressed tue meeting, basing his 
remark, upon the words," Having- a desire 
to depart and be wi1 h Christ, wLich i, far 
better." He spoke some good and encourag
ing wo1"ds from tLe trutl,s contained in the 
word•, as ( 1) the apostle did not •peak it 
complainingly; (2) it is not the language of 
ignorance; cert~inly the apostle did not 

believe in ennlhiletlon; (3) he did not believe 
in anythinp; but a free end flnl•hed •alvnllon; 
(4) there is not the leROt. dtJ!ree of terror; 
and, lastly, the Apostle's affecltons centred lo 
one object. 

'' Millions or yP-are my wondering eyes 
Sbn.ll o'er Tb~, bPnnttce rove, 

And enrlle!-S a.gcR I'll adorn 
The @lorics of Thy love." 

Tbe eoncludiog verses of hymu 970 havinl{ 
heen sung, the chairman called upon Mr. P. 
Reynolds, who said be would teke the con
gregation as hi• text. and observed-II is a 
peculiar assembly, for while many are en
gaged in plea•ure,, and some In sinful plea
sures, aurl wouh.l estimate us as a lot of 
fanatics, but we are having greater pleasures 
than they can find; and then it proclaimed 
the resurrection power of the Lord. The 
resurr•ction of the soul proclaims the mlp;hty 
power of 110d. It is not a revival, but a 
quickening-a resurrection. Mr. House 
here said they have had their trials, but 
have been blessed with the riches of divine 
!frace. He bad not made a statement as to 
their position, as they wished the speakers 
to have full scope to give expression to their 
thoughts. Mr. Tooke •poke on the variety 
there is in the Word of God, and then 
directed the attention of the audience to the 
words, •' Pray without cea,ing, in every
thing ~h-e thanks; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning you," and 
said, here we have prayer and praise, but 
the line of prayer runs in the line of promise. 
If we come out,ide the line of promise, we 
come outside the name of Jesus Christ, 
The very happy meeting then concluded by 
singing and prayer.-A. PARD0R. 

WELLING BO RO'.-On Monday, 
August 2, two sermons were preached in 
Zoar Chapel, Knox-road, that in the after
noon by Mr. E. Carr, from Romane vi. 22: 
·• But now, being made free from ·sin, and 
become servants to God, ve have your fruit 
unto holiness, and the enil everlasting life." 
The word was felt precious. Tbe •ermon in 
the evening wa.• preached by Mr. Wr~n, 
from Hebrews xii. 14: " Follow peace with 
all men, and holiness, without which no man 
shall sP.e the Lord." The word was quick 
and powerful. There were good congre-
11:ations to listen to both sermons. Col
lections, and other receipt•, were about 
£5 10,. The public tea was enjoyed by a 
goodly J\"Btberinfl. Oo Tuesday, August 3, 
the t!unday scholars had tea In the chapel, 
and also a number of friends, after which 
they re,orted to a meadow on the bank of 
the River Ise, which was kindly lent by Mr, 
Turney, where some iunocent play was 
heartily enjoyed until dusk. 

CRICKET-HILL, BLACKWATER.
The 59th anniversary was held on Whil
Monrlay, two sermons were preached hy Mr, 
W. H. Ro11e, of Readinj\". About 120 par
took of tea. Bro1 her 8tevem, the pasto1 
has laboured in this pal"t of God's vineyar 
many years, to the bleoSiog of many precious 
soul,, aod to God'• glory. 
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THE LATE W. CARPENTER OF 
IRTHLINGBORO', ' 

DBAR BROTHER,-L,,t month you re
corded the deBth of the I Rte Wm. C•rpen ter, 
of lrthllngboro', who dep•rted thl• life early 
on Lord's-dny morning, June 20, It m•y 
be 11enerolly known thBI he commenced 
preaching at o very eRrly age, •o thot he 
went by the neme of the '' boy preocher." 
Commenelog In his netlve ploee in the We,t 
of Englnnd, his ,tep• were suhs,quently led 
to London, where, after prenching some time, 
he left to settle at Dun•loble. Here he 
lolloured for many years with great succes•. 
From lh~nce he removed lo Carlton, and then 
to Warboys, and returned once more to 
London. For some time be was pastor of 
Solem, Richmond, and prior to hi~ last pos
torate at lrtblingboro' (wblcb proved to be 
"preliminary to the lost retreot "), he wBB 
postor of the Church meeting in Sbouldbam
street, London. 

It moy be truthfully st•ted that, more or 
less, in each piece, the Lord smiled upon hi, 
labour,, and reworded them wilb succe'8, 
He proved in bis somewhat chequered career 
that the '' way of man is not in himself. it is 
not in men that wolketh to direct his steps·'' 
and realised also on all-wise Providence 'in 
all bis step•, overruling everything for l(Ood 
so that in bis lost moments he was enablei.1 t~ 
say,'' He both done all things well." 

With regard to bis labours they were 
conscientious, He studied to be a preacher 
to preach the Word in season and out of 
season, and those labours were not in vain 
for the last scene of his earthly career is ~ 
strikiog illustration of the promise " tbev 
shall brini.: forth fruit in oli.l age." ' In thfa 
respect his last days were the best, for the 
Lord most strikingly hles•ed the Word both 
in conversion and building up. Both him
self and bis friends bad intimations of his 
approaching end for some months past• but 
hope was not given up. He struggled' hard 
against his weakness; but although the out
warrl man decayed day by day, 1 he inward 
man was renewed amazingly, It was re
marked how savoury and solemn his preach
ing was, and the frien,ts wondered at the 
strenl{th given him while in the pulpit at 
this period, the last ordinAnce of the Lorrl's 
Supper he attended and officiated at was folt 
to be especially solemn. But the time came 
that Israel must die, and so it was in bis 
case. He became too weak to leave his resi
dence, and then was compelled to keep his 
bed, where, after suffering excruciating 
agony for some weeks, he obtoined his release 
from a world of sin and suff'~ring to be with 
his Ma~ter in the glory world, 
. His death-bed, was one of mingled expe

rience, both to himself and those around him. 
Tortured and racked with bodily agony, 
groaning and screaming with pain, alter
nately, he woultl give expression to such calm 
reliance upon the Rock, the gracious deolings 
of th~ Lord, bis unworthiness as a sinner, a 
bnrn10g desire to preach again, " if only once 
more,'' sucil ea11,er longing for '' sweet fields 
beyond the swelling floods," such deep con
ceptions of the majesty, glory, end precious-

nee, of a covenant Triune Gorl, th•t tho•e 
who Attended him felt very powerfully thet 
there w•• an~ is •omethinJI" io religion which 
Alone can •upport in I.he hour and eriicle of 
fleA. th. Those wordi;i, " In H ir,i pre!-IP.Tire is 
fulne•• of joy, At Thy ri!l"hl hand ar-e plea
su_res for e\'ermnre," were al way~ b~fore hii 
mrnd. He longed for rest, to he there in 
that bli,-ful scene, and repeatedly said 
" What will it be to be there? ·• ' 

He wa, very much exercised about his two 
daughters, who are left unprovirled fnr, one 
of whom is quite an invalid· hut thi• as 
well as in every other matter, I;, was enabled 
to leave with the Lord. 

In view of his deperture, they fdt their 
posi1ion keenly, and their anxiety wa• a sore 
trouble to him at times; but he exhorted 
them to trust, and direeted ·them to that 
place where he had often ohtained help in 
time of need. He died triumphantly, hon
ourably, peacefully (for his hst moments 
were free from pain). He heaved his last 
sigh, and fell io sleep literally, leaning on the 
arm of bis beloveJ, and virtually in harness. 

He was buried on June 25, in the burial
ground attached to and belonging to the 
chapel, and like Stephen, he wa.s carried to 
bi• burial by devout men. Mr. Bull of 
Wellingboro', very kindly and lovine:ly per
formed the solemn services in connection 
therewith, first in the chapel (whicb was 
filled), and then subsequently at :he grave. 
He commended, in an earnest, affectionate 
manner, the family, the Church, and cone:re
gation, to the care of the Lord, and then 
committed all that was mortal of the beloved 
William Carpenter to the silent tomb. Be
fore separating, the choir sang in the open 
air, very touchingly, the heautiful hvmn 
which commence.• with "Jesus, Thy blood 
and righteousness," and then, one by one, the 
sorrowing mourners anil friends silentlv and 
sadly left the affecting spot. Yours faith-
fully, J, T. BOOTLE. 

54, Brusbfield-street. • 

THE LAST Ul'TERANCE'l OF THE 
LATE MR. W. CARPENTER, 

Pastor of the Church at Irthlingboro' 
Northamptonshire, taken do"".Cn at his 
bedside by his daughter, {11. Carpenter. 

"'Tis religion that ca.n gl'\"e 
Sweetc:,t plca.~ures while we live.'' 

"I shall be satisfied at Thv rie:h t band." 
"Ble'8ed are they that wait for Him." 

Thou blessed, holy ! They veil their faces 
with their wings, and they spread their 
wings to fly, and they cover their feet with 
their wings. Ob, how humble angels must 
be then! Witil what tardy steps they ap
proach the throne, and proclaim Holy! Holy! 
Holy! But they are ready at His bidding, 
They ore ready to fly with a message, the 
holy angels! ( Isa. vi ). 

Oh, Lord, save me from earthly pain, Thou 
blessed, blessed, Lamb of Go<l ! 
'' Sweet fields beyond the swelllng flood," etc. 

Oh, Lord, land me safe. !\ray I fi11d a 
place al Thy right hand, Lau,I me safe! 
Blessed Lord! He hll-9 been a better Ma;ter 



288 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

to me then I a &e"ant. Oh, Thou Holy One 
of I •reel ! Oh, ble0ttd, ble•t1ed God I I am 
talk in!!" to the Almighty. Bles,ed Lord, up
hold me to the last moment. Land me into 
tbet bll'!lt company where 

'' PilgrimB meet to pa.rt no more .• , 

Ye•, that co111pany of holy ones. To meet 
Gou, to meet angels, and to feel the presence 
In e way "'e have only bad a foreta•te 
of. Yes, a foretaste of His power and glory ! 

The chief of sinners I But I obtained 
mercy. The pattern's good; but oh, the 
work is good. The tower into which the 
ri;:?hteou• eotPr; he runs with delight, but 
he get• Into this refuge. 

Ble...ed Jesus! Oh, Thou blessed Lamb! 
Wouldn't I embrace this rock, dear to lost 
souls like me ! Hide me under Thy wings. 
Hitle me, let me find myself ia Thee. Oh, 
my Father! To call God my Father (Psa. 
<'Xix.; Acts 1dx.). 

Thou great and glorious Shepherd, give 
me rest. Salvation is of God. Lord, save 
my soul. J f salvation is of God, let me never 
sink beneath Thy arms. Let me never sink 
beneath Thy everlasting arms. Bless Thy 
name, I hope in Jesus Christ. Thou precious 
Lem b, I hope in Thee. I trust in the" Rock 
of Ages." 

My blessed Strength, my blessed Tower! 
Go and trust where I trust. I trust in 
Christ; that blood that was shed on Calvary 
1,800 years ago shall never lose its power, 
Thou knowest, Almighty. Oh, have mercy 
on a poor, wicked one, unrighteous, and 
everything that's vile. His glorious, com
fortioir, soothing, glorious presence. To 
awake up a:nidst its all refulgent charms! 

Lord, a door is opened in heaven. Christ 
has opened a door, and 1 hope in Thy mercy, 
Lord. What have I to plead, only the same 
as other •inners. But He won't shut out 
those that hope in Hi• mercy. 

"'Tis free gre.ce alone, 
From the first to the last." 

"Oh, what will it be to be there?" There! 
To tlrink in endless glory. And His ever
lasting arms under them. " He makes all 
-i;beir bed in their eickness." Oh, receive me 
iR my dying moments! But, Lord, open 
the gates, tbe gates into wbicb the righteous 
enter. Thou hast opened a gate in heaven ! 
Whet! a ~ate for me? I hope 'tis a gate 
for me. I know in whom I have believed, 
and He is able to present that which I have 
committed to Him against that day. Ble!IB 
the Lord ! 0 b, bless the Lord ! 

"Ob, for a.n overcoming faith, 
'l'o cl.Jeer my dying bvurs ; 

To triumph o'er lbe monster death, 
A.Dd all its frightful powers." 

Almighty God, receive my •oul. Grace 
bath been shown us from tbe Lord, lo give 
us a li1tle space between, end He bas given 
us a nail in e sure place; tbat is some1i1iog 
to hang on. Hang on Christ! wby, oltl Job, 
then lliou art the very man! He sends rest; 
to the weary man it is sweet. Well, now, I 
am the weary man, and, Je,uF, I l,al'e come 
to Thee, anti Thou bast given we rest. We 
know He gh·es the flock rest at noon, whe1·e 

the irreat Shepherd reot&. How could I live 
without Jems Chrl•t? WhAt could I do If 
I bad not a hope In Jesus? lile•oed Ood, I 
have a hope In Thee ! I heve a hope where 
the weary rest. Jesus, p;lve me rest now. 

" Did Jes•s thus sull'er? 
Tben why should I repine?" 

Oh, the blesoed Lord 1 My Master, Jesua 
Christ, the Bread of Life. Who could not 
speak for His p;lory 7 011, If I could love 
Thee, thou preelou& Jesus! Olve me ever 
this holy flre, this und)·iog affection to the 
Saviour, who has •a•ed my soul, I hope. I 
hope to flnd mercy in that day. 

,. Oh, for a.n overcoming fn.ltb." 

Blessed Lord, I baul(', I hang on Thee. 
Thou art my Shelter, my Holy Place, and 
the lifter up of my head. You know a man 
casts down bis bead when be is sorrowful. 
That will make amends for all, Dea1b, with 
all its pains I Death, wilb all its teara, 
is gone. With joy shall I lift up my bead, 
Thou art my resting-place. 

"And when my eyestrings break Jn death," 
Yes-

" And human :?lelp shnll flee, 
Thrn, then, my dE'ar redeeming Lord I 

Oh, tben remember me." 
Thou bast remembered me. Still remember 
me; don't cast me off. I know I deserve to 
be cast off a million times. He will say, 
"Come on, come on, come on, there's room.'' 
He won't say," Sil down there, John, till I 
call you." No! but come on and inherit 
the kingdom. Lord, 11;ive me an abundant 
entrance into Thy everlasting kingdom. 

" God moves in a mysterious way 
Bis wonders to perform.'' 

Bless the Lord for His Providence, His 
providential care over me and mine, 

[Our dear brother, W. «.;arpenter, pBSaed 
peeeefully to his eteraal rest, He was a 
faithful servant of Christ, and Christ was 
faithful to bim, even unto death. May the 
Lord protect and help his two daughters, 
who have no one to look to for help but the 
Lord.-ED.] 

RE - OPENING OF COURLAND 
GROVE CHAPE~ CLAPHAM. 

After renovating and repairing this chapel 
-so many years the scene of the labours 
of the present "father" of the !ltricl 
Baptist pastors, the venerable Mr. Pomford 
-it was re-opened on Suodey, August 
8. Mr. Langford preached in the morning 
from Psa. cxl v. II, 12 ; and in the evenln,; 
from John iii. 14, 15. The attendance was 
encourairinl('. On Tuesday afternoon, Aug. 
10, Mr. O. B. Dolbey delivered a sound Gos
pel discourse from the words; "And we wUI 
not forsake the house of our God " ( N eb. x. 
39). At the evening meetiug Mr. John 
Wild, of Haye•, presidetl; end af1er prayer, 
by Mr. W. Webb, the chairman gave ex
pression to eome cheering, eucouregiog, an~ 
experimental remark,, lull of savour anf 
sweetness. Mr. A. Vine read !be report, 0 

which the foliowiog is a correct copy:-
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"DBAR FRIBl'IDB,-The Church end 
congre'1,'etlnn ellendlng thi• piece of worshiJI 
have, for some year•, felt the necessity for 
re-seating nod thoroughly renovating the 
chRJlelJ hut have heen cnmJ1ellerl1 owlnll' to a 
lack 01 funds, lo put it off from llme to rime. 
A circumstance, however, came under the 
notice of the deecons about eighteen month• 
ago, by which they hoJ)ed to purchase, et a 
nominal cost, the seets of e dis-used Baptist 
chapel in this nelghbourhoorl1 end which 
would just ebout fit thi• building. Afler 
trying to negotiate with the Pust Office 
euthorities, who had become the owner.• 
of the chapel in question, but without avail 
the seat. were ultimalely sold by auction' 
and the price they fetched exceeded, coo~ 
siderably, the emount the deacon, felt justi
fied in giving for them. Consequently, lhat 
matter fell through. A j?Ood brother then 
offered to alter the old seats, and gave an 
estimate for doing so; but after carefully 
considering the melter, we were constrained 
to decline the offer, feeling that the cost 
would be too great for what would, after all, 
be only temporary, and the question must 
ultimately resolve it,elf into new seats being 
made. Another kind friend, Mr. Beale 
then made an offer, which we looked upo~ 
as being a direct interposition of Providence. 
Having upon his premises wood of the ri11ht 
kind and of sufficient quanlity, and having 
no immediate use for it, he, most munifi
cently, offered to supply the seats, and erect 
a plalform in the place of the old pulpit, end 
do the whole of the work without a profit 
entirely at prime cost. We met togetbe; 
and felt corn pelled to advise the Church to 
accept the offer, which was accordingly done 
unanimously. A congregetional meeting 
w~s then called to enlist the sympathy of the 
friends, and Mr. Beale was instructed to 
proceed with the work without delay. In 
addition, however, to re-seating the chapel 
&c., it was found necessary to do a lot of 
internal and external repairs, which, accord
ing to the covenants of our lease, ought to 
have been done long ego, and this was felt 
to be a convenient time to do them, and Mr. 
Beale's estimate for the whole was accepted. 
The ultimate cost of t!Je work, with sotlle 
extras which ere unnvoideble, will exceed 
.£200; and to assist in the liq uidalion of thi• 
amount, Collecting Cards have been issued 
and those handed in up to the present tim~ 
have realised, with collections, the sum of 
.£66 17,. 3d. It OUl!'ht nl,o to be mentioned, 
that in addition to offering to do the work at 
prime cost, Mr. Beale bas made us most 
liberal terms of payment, by which tl;e 
amount may be cleared off by instalments 
instead of in one lump. We are deeplv 
sensible of his kindness end liberality, and 
desire, herewith, to publicly thank him, and 
acknowledge our indebtedness to him; as 
well as for the great efforts be bes made to 
enable us to re-open the rhapel at the time 
arranged, when great and unexpected diffi
~ulties presented themselves, causinl!' much 
tnconvenience and delay. We ere anxious, 
however, that the debt may be cleared off' as 
quickly ns possible, and earnestly appeal to 

fho•e present for their liberal contribution• 
on. t~i• occe•ion, and Jlray that the gracious 
Spmt may so Incline their heart~ that they 
may give both freely end ahuodantlv. The 
~ou•e is the Lord'•, and the work i• Hi,. It 
'" here that Hi, Go•pel ha• been proclaimed 
Chri,t Je,us he• been continually held forth' 
and the pre•ence or the Holy SJ)irit both 
realised and felt. As we know the !!'old and 
the silver ere Hi•, a• well as the cattle upon 
a thousand hill•, we look confirlently and 
expect~ntl_y to Him, end will give Him ell 
the p~atse, honour, and glory, for Hi• name's 
sake. A. Vrn&. 

The meeting was afterwards addressed by 
hrethrrn Barden•, Dolbey, J. H. Lynn, 
Reynolds, Squirrel, and others. About 100 
took tea. Total amount collected (including 
cards), .£83 13,. OJ. Notwithstanding the 
incl_emency of the weather, the cone;re
g-et1on, were good, and the blessing of the 
Lord was realised. It is a hopeful si!!'D for 
the denomination to see such men as Mes;rs. 
Winters, Dolbey, ~eynolds, 1:,ynn, Squirrel, 
and others standmg so valiantly fur the 
truth. 

HACKNEY.-An exceedingly interestin~ 
service was held at Shalom chapel, the Oval, 
Hackney-road, on Tuesday, August 27 
celebrating the twenty-sixth anniversary of 
Mr. Henry Myerson'• pastorate. It 1s about 
28 years ago since Mr. Myerson first went 
iulo the JIUlpit at Shalom, and that was 
rather a striking circumstance. Mr. Haslop 
'."'as the minister; but be (Mr. H.) was very 
111, though he got up into the pulpil and 
tried to conduct the service, but could not. 
Mr. Myerson was standing at the chapel 
door. Mr. Haslop called out," Young m~n, 
come up here and say a few words to this 
people." The young man did so. After
\'l'.Brds be preached to the people for eighteen 
months, and then commenced his pastorate. 
A y~ar ~nd a-h_elf is, ia our opinion, a good 
and J ud1c1ous time to serve a peoJ1le instead 
of suddenly entering upon the wo;k_ We 
were glad to see so large and cheerful a 
company to tea, which was of the best 
quality ; and the hearty congratulations of 
the friends were awarded to Mn,. Myerson 
M_rs. Cri~pin, end the ladies, for the assiduity 
wttb whtcb they welcomed end waited upon 
the numerous visitors on this auspicious 
occasion. 'i'he attendance was lari;e because 
it was pretty generally known that brother 
Henry Myerson was to receh·e a token of 
his Jleople's affection for the clear and un
tlinching manner and holy boldness with 
wbkh he has set forlb the glorious and 
blessed truths of the Gospel ever since he 
commenced. Mr. W. Kernp,ton occupied 
the chair, end announced hvmn 940 Den
ham'•, and the whole congregation rose and 
implored the divine blessing iu that supJ)lica
tory couplet,-

" Como, Tbo11 Fount of every blessing, 
Tune our heart8 to sing Tby pru.i~e." 

Mr. Sanders offered prayer. Mr. Kempston 
spoke of bis long eequaintauce with bis 
brother Myerson, and was thankful that be 
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bad been •o Joni!' Bustained In the paetonl 
office at Shalom, and in 1he truths of the 
Go•pe_l. It wao all due lo the free, •overell!'n, 
and d1•tlnl!'uishlnl!' jl'race of God. When the 
end come•, m•y our hrother M ~·erson be 
enabl!"fl to adopt the langual!"e o( Paul, and 
~ay, " I have foujl'ht R l!'Ood fijl'ht," etc., and 
that we may FR) of bim, " He died in a l!'ood 
old age." The speaker •aid, We have an 
intereslinjl' duty to perfol'm this e,•ening, 
and I rejoice to be able to share wil h you the 
propitious event. Mr. M:ubbs, the •enior 
deacon, then came forward, and in the name 
of the Church and numerous friend•, pre
sented his pastor wilh !be sum of £26,!'• an 
expre,sion of their love to him. Mr. Mobhs 
spoke ,,ery eftyclionately from "Thou shalt 
remember "" the way the Lord thy God ha• 
led thee," etc., iteratinii; many stl'iking 
passages in their history es a Church, ever 
since Mr. Mverson had been with them. The 
Cburcll at Shalom originated from the late 
Mr. 1 sBBcs, and wee not then a Baptist 
Church. Mr. Mobbs and Mr. Myerson 
themselves dug out the pl•ce for the pool, 
where many, <iurinu: the Ia,t quarter of a 
centur.,, have publicly put on Chi ist by bap
tism. Me,srs. Pernell, Gladwin (from Zoar), 
Lynn, Kemp, Copeland, Holden, Branch, 
and Ternple, gave spiritual and edifying 
addresse<. Among others who were present 
we noticed Me•srs. Osmond, W. Webb, 
Smith, and T. J. Hall. It was a blessed 
mee1ing-. and the Lord's presence was realised, 
-so thougbt-J. W. B. 

WOO BURN GREEN.-Tbe anniversary 
services of this little cause were held on Bank 
Holiday, August 2, when two excellent ser
mons were ~reached. In the afternoon Mr. 
Palmer, of High Wycombe, preached a 
faithful. loving-. and comfortinu: discourse 
from Jer. xxiv. 7, which was well received 
by some of the poor, tried family of Zion who 
were ira•hered together to listen to him. At 
five o'clock rea was prol'ided in the ch•pel, to 
which a good number sat down. In the 
evening we bad an excellent congre,zation to 
hear our good brother Bardens, of Hayes, 
wLo directed our artention to Psa. xlvi. 4, 
'· There is a river the streams whereof make 
11:lad the city of our God." Our dear brother, 
iu bi; warm-hearted way, W8S led most bles
sedly to shLw us what those streams were, 
and the poor mourners in Zion again declared 
they had found i\ u:ood to be there. Many 
friends from Wycombe, Hayes, and Knowl
hill, came to help us. Our God, bless 
His dear name, ha, still kept a few of us to
gether wbo earnestly contend for and Jove 
the old-lasl,ioned Gospel of soverei11:n grace 
and redeeming- love, which is de•pised by 
free111·ill and Ritualistic professors, by wbieb 
we are surrounded. Our little Church bas 
but very few mem here, and most of I hem far 
1dvaneed in year,, and expec1ing soon to bear 
tlleir Fatl,er'• voice calling- them from this 
world uf sin to their heavenly inheritance. 
Ous oenior deacon, brother Francis, is now in 
Iii• eig1J1_1-,e,·ond year. Many have been the 
prayer:-- for an increas.c;:e, aod oot io vaio, we 
tiope, altllougb our faith b8S been sordy tried. 

On Sunday, Aujl'u&t l, our brother lvea bap
tised l wo believers, one male an,I one female. 
the male beinll' a young man of eljl'htee~ 
years of ajl'e, and belonging to our Sabbath
echool, 1md the son of the writer ; 1 herefore 
we 111·ould •ay, " Praise God, from whom all 
bleAAiDll'fl flow.'' On Sunday, July ll, we 
held Sunday-school anniversary services. 
Sermon• preached by Mr. Tilbury, of High 
Wycombe. In 1be afternoon, children sang 
end recited suitable pieces for the occasion. 
On the following Monday the chlldreu had 
their annual treat, and were accompanied by 
a few friends to Windsor, In l wo brakes pro
vided for the occasion. Thus both our anni
versaries have been a success.- W. T. 

AN ABRIDGED BIBLE; OR, TBE 
"SALVATION SOLDIER::!' GUIDE." 
As we were •itting, in company with 

•everal ministerial brethren and friends, in 
Yr. Ja mes Lee'• garden at Forest-g11te on 
the evening of July 20, a short conversation 
took place on 

TBB SALVATION ARMY BIBLB. 

Mr. J. Savill, who was one of the com
pany, said be possessed a copy of Ibis Bible 
or '; Guide," which be would present to u; 
if we would accept of it. Not baviog seen 
the book before, we readily accepted it, and 
which is now before us. The book, of course 
in harmony with the costume"of the army, i; 
bound in red clolb, with the words," Salva
tion Soldiers' Guide." A centre device, 
surmoutlted by a crown, is within a shield, 
and the preface is written by William Booth. 
The book is not intended, according to the 
preface, to be "a substitute for the Bihle," 
hut if the soldiers and officers of this army 
carry out the instructions of their leader in 
their daily reading of the book, we presume 
that the Holy Bible, dear to us in its entirety, 
will not be needed by them, allbou11;h they 
are "left entirely to their own choice as to 
the using of the book." The writer of this 

. preface bas given the true import of bis mind 
in connection with the words just quoted, 
and upon which we wish the reader to form 
his own judgment. "But I am (says M•. 
Booth) confident that the good sense and 
feeling, not only of the entire army, but of 
millions outside ii, will make this •Guide' e 
daily means of promoting the purposes of 
Him who desires that all His followers 
111iu:ht be one." The preface is thus written 
with appareot humility, but its l8St clause 
shows beyond demonstration the intention of 
the writer 1hat the "Guide " should he suffi
cient for those to whom it Is adrlressed-viz, 
"Always remember that this book is prepared 
for the use of those who not only wish to get 
to beave11 themselves, but wish to lead others 
there; and n~ver lie down lo rest wilhout 
feeliog that, in heal't, and soul, and preclice, 
you belong to this number." 

We cannot but look with suspicion upon 
any person who atlem pts to hack and tri~ 
the good old Hible to suit his own conveDI· 
•nee nod that of his colleagues. A reli~ious 
body, we fearlessly assert, that needs B 
mutilated Bible to support Its theology can· 
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oot be of Ood. The "Salvation Army" In 
this respect ere les• faithful to the orthodox 
religion or Jesus Christ then the Romon 
Cethollc.•, who, In preference to our 11;ood old 
Au thorl,ed Version of the Bible have adopted 
the quesllouable version of theVulgate of the 
-Old Testament and that of the Rhemlsh New 
Testament. If "nil Scripture le !liven by 
,fnsplratlon of Ood, and Is pro8table for doc
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc
tion In righteousnees," why not have the 
whole of the Hlble as a dally "Ouide" or 
text-book, and leave the reader to select bis 
own portions 1 Instead of this, the soldiers 
.and officer•of the so-celled army ere confined 
by the arrangement of the" Ouide" to the 
·reading, morning end evening, of fragments 
,of a men11;led Bible, such an one, doubtless, 
as Jebolaklm would have opproved of (Jer. 
-xxxvi. 23). The compiler of the" Soldiers' 
Ouide '' has cut out chapter after chapter of 
each of the books of the Bible, and spliced the 
di;joint~d remnants together to meet, ii Is 
-suppoied, the needs of the army, The size of 
the book has been studied In order that it 
sbould not be cumbroue to the soldier; but 
'ft is even now as large as au entire pocket
Bible, and con!ains 566 pages, besides maps, 
advertisement•, &c. At the end of this singu
lar volume there are upwards ol fifty page• 
-containin,r 251 passages of Scripture with a 
tail-piece in the form of a verse of a swing
and-go hymn to most of them, independent 
-of two pages of advertisements of Mrs. 
Booth's and General Booth's works, which 
"may be bad from the Head Quarters of 
the Salvation Army, 101, Queen Victoria
street, London." 

This curious combination of religious litera
ture is called " Leaves from the Tree of Life, 
.for Plucking in the Dinner Hour," and 
headed-

" LEAVES l'0R PLUCKING," 

'The verses of bJmns intel'!lpersed therein ere 
brim full of presumption, free-will, and 
-creature-doing. Here is a veree appended 
to two verses of what is celled by many" the 
traveller's psalm" ( cxxi. )-

,, Our motto's• Blood e.nd fire,' 
Our soldiers never tire; 

On we sweep from street to street, 
Oonqucrln~ as we go; 

We're the Lorci's brigade, the Lord's bri.11ade, 
Ever ready, night or day, to fire awa.y." 

At the end of a passage from I suiab 
-(Ii, ll) is the following irreverent verse:-

" The Salvation Anny·s going np, up, up, 
To sre tbe King of glory on His throne; 

Salvo.tion is our song, 
As tbe e.rm.v marches on, 

And eooa wt:1 ll hear the Saviour say 1 

'Well done! well done I'" 
After the beautiful words, "He bath sent 

Me to heal the broken-hear led,'' is the an
nexed verse, which no bumble, contrite oinner 
oould sing-
., Then open, open, open, and let the Master in, 

Let Him in I 
For J our brart sh111l be bright 
With the ballol11Jull ligbt, 

If you'll u1ily let tbo M.nster In I" 
The military heroism couched in many o1 

these ver,ee cannot but excite the morbirt 
pa,sion• of ••mi-reli,rious rentero; but the 
calm, Christ-loving Christian would •hun to 
brawl throu11;h the public street• the lines 
ronnectert with the passage selected from 
P,a. xxvii. 14 -
" Under the army ft.ag we"Jl fight our way to 

glory, 
Under the army flag wi:,'Jl conriner or we'll dlr; 
Under the army flag we'll preach the Oo,pel 

story, 
'For Victol'y and salvation!' ~he.11 be our battle 

cry." 
We believe the "Salvation Army," like ell 

other men-made imtitution,, will exist only 
,o long a• it receives plenty of fte,hly 
patronege, and exhibits a variety of worldly 
excitement, which as it wears out must be 
stili augmented by a greater ~egree of sen.a
tionalism; the issue of"-which will he ram
pant infidelity and confirmed hypocrisy. 

THE EDITOR, W. WINTERS. 

CLAPHAM.-On Tuesday, Julr 20, the 
Church ,md congregation of H.ehobotb 
chapel, Bedford-road) was favoured with a 
friendly meeting. In tbe afternoon, Mr. 
J. Parnell, of Carmel chapel, Pimlico, 
preached an ahle sermon from the two word• 
recorded in P,a. lxxx. l (latter clause), 
'' ::lbine forth," dwelling upon the work of 
the Spirit of Ood when He shines forth to 
give the li,rht of the knowled,re ol the glory 
of Ood in the face of Jesus Christ. A goodly 
number attended the tea-table, a,:id at 6 30 
our welcomed pa,tor (William Tooke, sen ) 
gave us an outline of the Lord's gracious 
dealing• with him in Providence and grace, 
88 also the way and the manner in whicb. be 
was led from Rehoboth, Bury-ill.-Edmunds, 
to Rehobotb at Clapham, and the Word of 
eternal life having been blessed through bis 
ministry to the joy and reioicin,r of our soul~, 
we 88 a Church sincerely an<l prayerfully 
bope that the Lord may continue to work in 
our midst, that we m~y be favoured to see 
His Almighty, gracious, and unbounded 
goodness in sparing our good brother, ,rive 
him seals to bis ministry and souls for his 
hire, that as a Church we may ever contend 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints, and thus ,rlorify our covenant-keeping 
aod promise-performing God with our hcdies 
und spirits, which are His and not our own. 
Our good brother Parnell, with our minis
terial brethren as members of the Church, 
conjointly with tb.e deacons and others, were 
all unanimous in their expression of praise 
and gratitude unto our God for hearing and 
answering the many petitions that have been 
offered up from time to time for a seltled 
pastor. 'fhe Lord in tender mercy crown 
us with His lovingkindne!l.•, that we may 
tllrou1a:b g-raee enjoy prosperili·, uot only iu 
the Church, but in our soul's experieucr, end 
hi< greet name sbnll have all the praise.-S. 
G. B. [We heartily unite witb. the i:l.eho
both f, ieuds in their praise to God for sending 
them a pastor after His own heart, iu the 
person of our good brother, W. Tooke, sea.
ED l 
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SOUTH HACKN E~·. - The SundRy-1 lntere,llnK pRrticulBra relali•e to his work 
!!Choo! In coni:iert 100 with Speldhur,t-roRd 'l<'hich cRnnot here be slated for lock of room 
chapel, had !11:11· nnnuol exrur~lon on Jnly A collection was made 111 the close In alil 0j-
20. 1 he <'h1l<iren, occompan1ed by their the Ml•,lon. 
teacher. anrl friends, went hJ' brnke and vans --
to Ri1ot'• Retreat, Hi~h Berch. It being "VICTORY OVER THE WORLD" 
probably the Je,1 npportunit1· the,• won lu • 
have ofe:oio11: out torzether, tl1e •np.erinten- " (~~TES OP A SERMON). 
dent, Mr. John VI". Bank•, and teacliers, And tb,o •• th~ vlf_lory that overcomelh n,e 
were desirous of tokinrz "·ith them the •~•d worM, Men our fa,t.b. -1 Joba v. 4. 
poor m~mher• or the Church, 11nd providiol!" . T~e rzreet and cheerlo11 words of our text 
t~em with dinner _and tee. and through the m,p,re our soul to •oa~ nbove the world 
kmdoeas of sub,cr1hers the~ were enabled 10 w11h all its attr•ctlona, with all its uo,atls
carry out their object. Before •tarting a factory 11nd fleetinp; thing• ol' time. Serl It 
portion of Scripture wa, read and pr•)'er was i• to think th~t multitude• are influenced by 
offered b~· Mr. Pardoe. The"·eather wa• de- the G?d of tins world, and are ru,hiop; on lo 
ligbtful, and the t1r1ve hoth there and back pursuit or thlug• temporal. The world, the 
much enjoyed, the road !yin~ through very flesh, Rod the devil bath blinded their eyes, 
pretty scenery. The children eojo~·ed thern- and derkeo_ed their understandings. We 
seh•e• _with \'arious games, swinj?;in11:, etc., learn R few l!"portant lessons from our text. 
an_d with running about among the trees, . ~- Our tn~tory. What a glorious thing 
High Beech bein11: well wooded. while the 11. H t~at God• people are made etrooR" and 
older fiieods rqually enjo~·ed themseh·e• bv ~1~tor1nus ! what a delightlul thought, that 
walking ahout, or sittin11: upon the grass it~• only those who fear His name, and are 
and admirin1t the beauties of nature, 8 , dis~ Bis, that are·eoabled to exrleim, "Victory, 
pla~·ed by hills, aod trees, aod shrubs; aod throurzh the blood ?f the Lamb!" 
while bleseioJ?; the Lord as the source of all 2. Our power in the world. What 
these rzood things, boldiog sweet coo,•erse wou!d our power be io this life if Christ was 
together upon the mercies of the Lord mani- not ID us and for us? We can overccme the 
fe•ted in His gracious act• towarcs them. many trials and temptations through Him 
All enjo~·ed themseh·es exceedinf?;ly, and ~ho overcome th~ world_ and the devil; 
could each subscriber ha,•e witnessed the Rnd He must reign uottl He bath put all 
pleasure of the dear Bf?;ed brethren and sisters, ~nemies under His feet"; the last enemy 
the~ wou Id feel 11:lad they had 1he oppor- ts d~a)h. Tbis is, then, t_he faith that the 
tun1ty eflorded them of conducing to so Chmllan mu~t have while ID the world. 
much enjoyment an_d comfort. No mi,hap _3. Our f(fithful One. We need.not ~e 
or any k1Dd ocr.urreo to mar the proceedings alarmed amid the mai:iy c~angee ID this 
of the day. On their a1rivel back the corn- •ublu_liary state. He 1, faithful that bes 
pany snng " All hail the power of J esu •s pronu-ed : "Heaven and earth shall pass 
name,''. wb'en Mr. T. J. Hall offered prayer, a..-ay, but My ~ords (saith the _Lord) •hell 
returomg thanks to the Lord lor the mercies not pass away. Cheer up, child of God, 
or tbe dav .-A. P. soon •_he etrurzglin11:• and temptations of this 

• hfe w1'l be exchanged for a state or uoeodiog 

N~RTHAMPTON.-_Oo Thursday 
evenmg, July 29, Mr. C. Briefer, of Salis
bury, gne eo addre!fS in Pro,·ideoce Chapel. 
The pastor, Mr. J. Walker, orcupied the 
chair, and in intruduci11g Mr. Brider, re
marked. that in most in•tances, where toe 
~rd bad RD)' f!reat work to accomplish, the 
10struruents He was pleased to make use of 
bad no idea of the me11:nitude of the work 
into wbicl, rbe~· were hein11: led. and would 
have shrunk back from the rtspoosil,ility 
could they ha,•e foieseeo all. Tl,e work io 
which Mr. Brider wa, tDj?;aged was of this 
cbaracler. Mr. Brider 11,a.-e ao io1erestin11: 
account of lii~ own conversion, wLen be 
was I) ine: ill in the Lo,pital et Gibraltar, 
abo of the small heginnings aod tile rapid 
gTOwth of the Go•ptl Book Mie,ion to 
tile Army and N evy, of wliich he is the 
maDa,ier. H€ lt11i,;, somr1iwts es mony as 
fourteen per,oos 111 work, prepariug and 
sending out trutl,ful reaninf! to ,cores of 
station>, hoth in Great liriraio end abroad. 
Parcels of new mag•zi!leo are ,;,cut out each 
muotu. end au irumto>e quautiry or old 
maizazioes from time to time, wl1ich are sent 
by friends. Mr. B. read se1•e1·al Id I er, fn,m 
soldiers eod otlieri;, expre.,,iug f?;TBlitude for 
wliet tliey bad reed. aod geve many 

joy ; fur God will wipe away all tears from 
our eyes. Our faith io Christ will never he 
overcome by the trifles of tl,is life. He will 
fight for us, aod 11:ive us the victory, and we 
shall he "more then conquerors through 
Him that loved u•." THOS. HE~TH. 

marriage. 
On August 26, ot Eastbourne, by Mr. Baxter, 

Arthur, second son of Mr. BiLlt1 r~by, of New 
Kl·Dt·road, S.E., to Annie, third claugbte1· of Mr. 
'l'. Edwards, of Old Kent-road, S.K 

@nr iombstoms. 
We sincerely regret to record tile death of 

~h. Alfred Fre.uci~ uo .June 24tb, eged fll years. 
Deceaset.J bad been Lo hear a sermon at Slepney, 
a11d_ on lli13 rf-'turn hr,mr, bll.vlllg to change 
tr.1:110~ at llow S1at!on, he died aud<lenlv oo tbe 
platform. M1. Franch h ·Jd be<•n wanY ycar.i o. 
mewber of the cau:::e at Srcpnry, but Or late 
years a member of 1ho Church at Hackney, 
u11der lhci pe.stura.te ot Mr. H b,Jyereon. 

Mrs. Grittin died during tile nwnLh uf August 
just past. leaving ller l.iut-Uand a. Folitar.v 
·wi,:owcr m his old age; b11t we arc glad to 
kuuw lie ha.i;; num('rou:-. f1 lerni,-; an<l our ree.cters 
may 1·ecoJ 1ect .111m a~ a \\·dl-lmown preacuer iu 
yearis go11e 11) ID tile hP:irl ol Llle UL1ck C:onotry, 

Pa•,,•d away on July 241b, Mrs. Julia. E;tber 
Crawley, aged i9 years. the beloved and 
youoge•t daugbtu of Ml'. John Swan LiuseJI. 



igriatinn ~rperitntt. 
l\ 1f"UCH of that which passes through the Christian's heart day by 
J.l'.J.. day is not really worth calling Christian experience, but rises 
from sources other than divine grace ; and of which any natural man 
may be the subject. The true nature and colour of this we dare not 
illustrate here. If a professed Christian has nothing better in proof of 
his Christianity than the scum of his human heart which boils up and 
often overflows into deeds profane, his religion is vain, and sadly 
wanting in that which glorifies Jehovah (Jude 19.; James iii. 15). 
Vital godly experience, however rich it may be, is only one part of the 
Gospel of Christ, and can be of little worth without a sound doctrinal 
basis, and a practical and consistent deportment of life. But, on the 
other hand, where grace reigns in a soul, that soul in its endeavours to 
follow Christ and to honour Him will often be interrupted by the vilest 
upheavings of the flesh and the devil, with darkness, coldness, base 
indifference to things divine, infidelity and a thousand other evils 
beyond the power of human tongue fully to describe. To prove that 
that is not his element, he laments hourly that he should ever be the 
subject of such dreadful thoughts and feelings, and finds his true 
character delineated by Pan! in Romans vii. These thoughts and 
feelings war against the purity of the new man, and which will only 
finally terminate in the death of the sinful body. These exercises do 
not produce happiness, but rather sorrow (Psalm Ii.; Rom. vii. 24), yet 
the Christian is not exempt from them long together. Pure God
honouring experience is, we think, when the believer shows the healthy 
state of his soul by hungering and panting for Christ, with true humility 
of heart, crying-

" Let others after earth aspire, 
Christ is the trea&ure I desire." 

When the soul is led to contemplate the wondrous love of God, as 
seen in the sufferings of Jesus in the wilderness, before Pilate, 
in the garden and on the cross, the believer is melted down 
with an inexpressible sense of the same, and which produces feel
ings of deep humiliation before God in secret, when the tongue, 
moved by the Holy Spirit, breathes out with enraptured utterances, 
broken and disjointed, and prayer is mingled with praise-this is 
true Christian experience. Experience of this kind elevates the 
soul, yet, at the same time, keeps it very humble before God. Jesus 
Christ is then seen by faith and felt to be more than ever adapted to 
the soul's need, and thus He becomes the altogether lovely one-the one 
object of the believer's attraction, and he can with all his heart sing 
with the immortal Watts-

" Yes, my Beloved to my sight, 
Shows a sweet mixture, red and white; 
All human beauties, all divine, 
In my Beloved meet and shine." 

These few spontaneous heart-breathings may meet the present case of 
VOL. XLII, OCTOBBB, 1886. 1' 
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one of kindred spirit. May the dear Lord greatly bless them to such 
an one:-

" True religion's more than notion, 
Something must be known and felt," 

We should like to have added a few thoughts on Christian experience of 
a mo~f' orderly and instructive nature, but the want of time prevents our 
carrymg o~~ our earnest and bumble wishes. The more we are privi
leged to Vl8lt the Churches of truth the more we are brought into the 
co0;1p~ny of eoul_s ~hat love. to honour Christ in their every-day life. 
This 1s true Christian experience. The frequent language of such is-

"0 that the sight of all His pains, 
Might raiae devotion's purest flame: 

Work vast abhorrence to my sins, 
And purest love to Hie dear name." 

Reader, the Lord preserve yon from building upon your personal 
experience, instead of upon Christ alone, and help yon daily to die to 
the world, and to learn the marvellous words of Scripture-" The just 
shall live by faith" (Hab. ii. 4; Rom. i. 17; Gal. iii. 11; Heh. x. 38), 

Church Yard, Waltham Abbey, Essex. 
THE EDITOR (W. WINTERS). 

THE SONG OF MOSES AND THE LAMB. 
SKETCH OF A SERMON PREACHED BY MR. GEO. W. SHEPHERD, 

In Rehoboth Chapel, Prince's Row, Pimlieo, on T1vursdwy, September 16th, 
in Commemoration of the Pa.stor's Seventh Anniversary. 

" And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb," &c. (Rev. xv. 3). 

THE preacher did not profess to understand the Book of the 
Revelation, bat only an expression or two here and there, 

for before the mind had settled in a picture or figure it changed 
into something else. It was not necessary for him to understand 
all about Armageddon and the locusts, &c., as some brethren do, 
but there was sometimes a patch of clear blue sky which he 
could see and appreciate without hesitation, Thie Book appeared to 
be a series of visions, comparable sometimes to dissolving views, one 
view receding and another presenting itself. These scenes were like 
what was presented to the Apostle by the seven angels and the seven 
last plagues, and if he (the preacher) said he thought he knew all about 
it they would consider him to be oue of the last seven plagues. He 
considered this Book was built up much in terms and imagery of the 
Old Teatament, such as the complete numbers seven and twelve, the 
twelve tribes of the old family of Israel, the twelve apostles of the Lamb, 
the two twelves making the 24 elders, thus combining the Old and New 
Testament characters. The bow round the throne was semi-circular, 
like two wings, being the covenant of grace (this being different from 
the Sinaitic covenant-" I will," &c.), with the elders sitting around 
and the Church of Christ enclosed therein. The city was four sqnare
twelve miles. No doubt Moses wrote Psalm xci., and that the manna 
descended from the cloud that hovered over the tents of Israel, and 
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that it did not come from heaven. Consider the population of the 
children of Israel being nearly tbflt of London, about three millions, 
and not one sick person ! A minister's duty was not to study entirely 
for the people, nor should he be expected to indite all the prayers for 
the people, for, if so, they would not thrive ; it was a great mistake to 
expect him to do all. 'l'l\e Sermon was divided into three heads, in 
each of which there was a two-fold title, viz. :-1. The song of Moses 
and of the Lamb. 2. The Lord God Almighty and King of Sainte. 
3. Great and marvellous are Thy works, and just and true are Thy 
ways. 1. What an honour was conferred on Moses! Don't think that 
any other name in the Word of God is bracketed with the Lamb as 
Moses' name is. He disliked to hear people abuse Moses. " Old 
Moses ! " '' Don't go to old Moses, but go to Christ." Moses was not 
the law-giver, for the law was given long before,Moses. The law 
requires _the obedience to that which was right and the damning of 
that which was wrong. Don't know Moses' parallel. When God told 
him to stand on one side he then asked God what would He do about 
His great name. Oh ! how glad would some of us be to be told 
that God would put us at the head of a great nation ! The 
preacher dearly loved the old times and the old tunes and songs ; he 
preferri;!d to sing •• Grace, 'tis a charming sos.nrl," to the t.une of " Cran
brook," and " All hidl the power of J esas' name " to " Miles' Lane." 
He was glad that the Old Testament song was set to New Testament 
music. The destruction of the Egyptians and the destruction of death, 
-hell and sin. The children of Israel going down to the sea at low 
water when it was dark. Dr. Halley considers he has settled the Infant 
Sprinkling controversy by asserting the idea that the children of Israel 
were sprinkled by the spray in the Red Sea (I); but the preacher 
believed that " the depths were congealed in the heart of the Sea " 
(Exodus xv. 8). The pitch darkness and the fiery cloud. Imagine the 
little children trembling and taking their fathers' and mothers' hands. 
"Siµg unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and 
his rider bath He thrown into the ·sea." Did yon ever stand on the 
Salvation side of the Red Sea? 0! what a thing it is to feel one's sins 
forgiven and going to heaven ! Glad to go. Had enough of this 
world, like those who have seen the show. Sin no joke : Hell no 
joke I Fools make a mock of sin ; but the one touched with the finger 
of God can't make a joke of it. God's people feel that if they were sent 
to hell it would be quite right, quite just. It reminded the preacher of 
an old friend in the country singing on a five-barred gate that his sins 
were forgiven. The realization of our experience greater than that of 
the Israelites. The preacher gave a very interesting experimental 
account of when he first sang the song of Moses and the Lamb; but 
when the Lord fir~t met with him he did not know, and he said this for 
the encouragement of others. He remembered his ;, granny" reproving 
him and punishing him by giving him a hymn to learn out of Watts' 
Divine and Moral Songs; and he remembered reading the "Dairyman's 
Daughter," &c., and the Deacon at Chadwell Street giving out the 
hymn, and the impression the words, " What if my name should be left 
ont ! " made upon him. He did not want to state his temptations, &c., 
that he experienced ; bot he could say he "did it ignorantly and in 
unbelief" and was set l\t liberty at last. He remembered singing the 
Song of Moses as he went up Great College Street, Camden Town ; also 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

heRring a sermon from the late Brother Milner on" It was now dark and 
Jesus was not yet come to them" (John vi. 17). 

I. He wes not yet come, bnt praying for them. 
2. He was not yet come, but coming. 
3. He was not yet come, bnt would come at lest. 
4. He was not yet come, but when he came it we.s all right. 

Tugging. rowing, &c., represents the belrever. More reel faith in 
holding on than in swimming on afterwards. Anybody can believe in 
the day-time, when the snn shines and there is light, &c. He wanted 
to be jmit like somebody else. For instance, he wanted to have all the 
experience of Hart, Huntington and Bunyan all rolled into one; and he 
wanted to see all the wickedness of bis heart at once. Never pray for 
that ! 1 t was not 50 pence nor 500 pence, but it is " nothing to pey " 
to my Lord, that is the question. "Nothing in my hand I bring, 
simply to Thy cross I cling," &c. He wanted then a repetition of his 
former experience to see whether he was crazy or not. He wonld never 
forget that time, and the Song of Moses was penned to another song to 
suit his case. " Poor and worthless as I am, I have a rich 
Almighty Friend," &c. The Lamb was killed, so was Christ. Christ 
mnst expire. It was the giving-op of his life that did the business. 
The blood of Christ was the self-satrifice. The preacher concluded by 
giving a very telling and figurative application of the passover Lamb to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He also called attention to the services to be 
held to-morrow at the Mount Zion Chapel previously to the burial of 
the late respected Brother Beazley at Paddingtc,n Cemetery, Willesden 
Lane. 

[We are obligingly indebted to Mr. C. Ortner of Lavender Hill for 
the above sketch of Mr. Shepherd's excellent sermon.-En.J 

THE FAITHFUL SAYING. 
"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 

into the world to save sinners."-! Tim, i.16. 

THESE words, though written by the great apostle Paul nnto his 
son in the faith, Timothy, are the words of inspiration, and conse

quently applicable, through the Holy Spirit, to the whole election of 
grace. The Word of God, so far as our limited mind can compr~hend, 
is directed to character. Those who advocate the erroneous teachmg of 
.Arminius, and in their way confound free-will and duty-faith with the 
truths of the Gospel, use this, and many other portions of Holy Writ, 
as an universal injunction and invitation-the right of every one to 
accept. Hence we often hear those general invitations nsed as cant 
phrases by men and women_ baw~in~ at the corners of the s_treets, as 
well ae in many of the palatial bmldmgs called places of worship, whose 
pnlpits are occupied by men of great natural learning, bnt who display 
much spiritual ignorance, calling upon the people to " give their hearts 
to Jesus"; " Come now;" " Jesus is knocking at yonr heart, and yon 
won't let Him come in! " And thus the standard of the cross is lowered. 
None of God's works are left to chance; everything, whether it be in 
creation, providence, or grace, was all settled by the everlasting cove
nant, before those words were written," In the beginning God created 
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the heaven and the earth." Before this, we say, all was seUled; the 
moon bad its place appointed in the material heavens, as well as its uses, 
to guide the pilgrim by night; the bright and beautifal sun also was 
pieced in Us orbit to light, warm, and cheer both animate and inani
mate creatures by day; the brilliant, twinkling little stars which stud 
the firmament above and shed their light upon the beauteous land, falfil 
their ordained mission; the bounds of the mighty ocean and swelling 
tide were circumscribed by unerring wisdom, and "Hitherto shalt thou 
go, and no farther," demonstrates against the verbosity of chance
mongers. There is nothing in the whole range of creation but what 
declares the sovereign, predestinating will of God, and he who fails to 
see this great fact reduces. the Creator to the level of poor fallen crea
tures, who are distinctly set forth by the prophet Isaiah (i. 6) as 
corrupt,'' From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no sound
ness, bot wounds and bruises and pntrifying sores." This humiliating 
picture is true, not perhaps in all cases literally, but sensibly in the 
experience of every regenerated believer. Mankind is imperfect; God, 
and God only, is perfect. "All have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God." Not one single individual upon the face of the earth has any 
claim upon the mercy of God. All are conceived in sin and shapen in 
iuiqnity; from a monarch on the throne to a Mary Magdalene; from the 
regal heir to the throne to a dying thief-all, all in their natural state, as 
sinners before God, are on one common level. The great King of kings 
and Lord of lords, in the kingdom of grace, knows of no such distinc
tion as aristocrat and plebian. There is bnt one cry for every penitent, 
sensible son] seeking mercy, and that is, "God, be merciful to me a. 
sinner." All the mollifying ointment of ritualism, bowing, scraping, 
and a thousand other inventions of beardless bishops, mocking monks, 
millinery, mechanical ministers of the Episcopacy, or any other human 
character or device, can never cure a sin-sick soul. 

THE BALM OF GILEAD 

is the only remedy, and to every poor, needy sinner, this is without 
money and without price. If there is no felt need of a Saviour, all 
doings will end in death. This is a most solemn thought-it is more, 
it is e, solemn fact! We are all mortal, we daily witness the truth of 
this; the sick bed, the passing funeral procession, the open grave, all 
tell us loudly that we are mortal, and that the end will come. May God 
in His infinite mercy prepare both writer and reader for the great 
change. 

The apostle Paul, in this chapter, after referring to the corruptible 
state of the human race, and of his own state by nature, breaks forth 
with this glorious exclamation, "This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jel!us came into the world to save sinners, 
of whom I am the chief." The first point that takes our attention in 
connection with these words is the Person referred to, Jesus Christ; the 
anointed One, the Saviour. There is no Person, no name in the whole 
creation, that has so much attraction to the seeking soul, whose chief 
object is to read his title clear to the inheritance above, the mansions 
of bliss, as the name of Jesus. Ail pictures and molten ime,ges of our 
crucified Redeemer, to be seen in numberless styles and grades, are to 
be looked upon as mere caricatures and she.ms, to the mockery and insult 
of the God-Man Mediator. . It has become fashionable for many to 
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snspend from their necks an exaggerated, grotesque, and imaginary 
image of the Lord of life and glory. This, to every true Protestant, is 
thoroughly disgusting; it belongs alike to Satan and the Papacy; no 
one that has the least regard for the sacred name of the Man of sorrows, 
could for one moment conntenance such profligacy. 

To the humble, penit,ent, and anxious believer, the name and Person 
of J esns carries snch a reverence with i_t, that at times he trembles to 
take the sacred name upon his lips. Who can read his history, from 
the cradle to the grave, without being tonched with the unparallelled 
humility that marked His whole earthly career? If a picture could be 
drawn of Him, from His birth in Bethlehem to His crucifixion, the 
background would show the jealousy of Herod, the hypocrisy of the 
Pharisees, the deceit of the lawyers, and the cruel scourgings of Hie 
persecutors (which represent the whole human family by nature). 
Against this dark backgronnd would stand out in bold relief emblems 
of His humility, tenderness, long-suffering, gentleness, kindness, 
patience. and Samaritan-like actions. These the child of God has ever 
and anon before the eye of his mind; the darkness to repine over, the 
brightness to rejoice in. The medallion carried about by the tried 
family of the living God is inside the breast, and not outside, and which 
bas for its reverse the blackness of their own corrupt nature, their evil 
thoughts, wanderings, waywardness, disobedience, and unworthiness, 
with t.his inscription encircling the whole, " Of all men the most 
miserable." The obverse, brightened by the quickening influence of the 
Holy Spirit, portrays faith, hope, love, charity, humility, peace, with 
the San of Righteonsness shedding forth its rays, the heart warms, the 
spirit cheers, the tear trickles down the cheek, the eye glances upward, 
and he begins to sing,-

" Jesus. the very thought of Thee 
With sweetness fills the breast; 

But sweeter far Tby face to see, 
And in Thy promise rest. 

Oh. Hope of every contrite heart! 
Oh, Joy of all the meek I 

To those who mouru, how kind Thou art! 
How good to those who seek I " 

And thongh a cloud now and again comes and obscnres the vision, 
He has encircled this obverse side with the words, " J esns Christ the 
same, yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 

There is no name, we say, that has so much attraction to a sin-sick 
soul as Jesus. He is alone worthy of imitation, and yet against whom 
the natural mind is at wicked enmity. This was palpably manifest at 
His birth in a manger at Bethlehem; there was "no room for Him in 
the inn '' that was fully occupied by the well-to-do of the world. And 
here we cannot condemn their want of common respect to the Lord of 
life and glory without the like shame falling back on ourselves and 
bringing as into the same condemnation. Jn our walk, conversations 
and actions, we have often made Him subservient, instead of the chief 
object of our affection; and were it not for His tender mercies we should, 
long ere this, have been cut down as cnmberers of the groand. 
Humility marked His every act. That one touching incident of His 
life concerning the man who fell among thieves-His tender care and 
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compaeeion for the helpless saffering one, should ever awaken in our 
heart a spirit of sympathy to oar suffering fellow-creatures. The 
difference between onr Lord Jesas Christ and ourselves is, that for Him 
no case was too loathsome end filthy, but for us it is. We are like the 
priests and Levites, we take good care to pass by on the other side, and 
whatever excuse we make for so doing it does not alter the fact. Un
kindness and covetousness are great sins as any in the large catalogu3 
that is debited against us. We have no stones to throw at any mortal 
beings. We dare not j ndge any man, for the first verse of the second 
chapter of Romans takes all the conceit out of as. May the Lord 
give us grace to live near to, and follow in, the footsteps of Jesus, and 
He shall have all the praise. 

The next point is, He came to save sinners. Abraham, Moses, 
Joshua, Jacob, Hannah, David, and numerous other Old Testament 
saints prophesied that He would come, and they ~ery sweetly and 
blessedly ·set Him forth in many ways: '' these aU died in faith." The 
evangelists, disciples and apostles in the New Testament testify to the 
fulfilment of the prophecies, and we, in oar day, delight to publish 
abroad the good news that He has come-and that He came for a 
definite purpose-" to save sinners.'' What a mercy! We repeat it, 

WHAT A MERCY! 

He came to save untold myriads of otherwise lost, ruined sinners. And 
the question arises, "Am I among that number?'' Where there is a 
concern to be satisfied on this point, there is an evidence of the good 
work of grace begun in the soul. Where there is no anxiety about this 
all-important matter, there is no hope of salvation through the atoning 
sacrifice. Let none be deceived on this point. The sincere seeker often 
sighs out, 

"Wben Thou, my righteous Judge shall come, 
To fetch Thy ransomed people home, 

Shall I among them stand ? 
Shall such a worthless worm ns I, 
Who sometimes am afraid to die. 

Be found at Thy right hand ?" 

Dear readers, what is the prospect beyond the grave? The grave 
is certain-that is the way of all flesh; but what after? Is it to be for 
ever with the rich man, who, "being in hell, lifted up his eyes in tor
ment"? or with Lazarus, in the mansions of bliss? May the dear Lord 
in His sovereign grace and mercy, by the divine teachings of the Holy 
Spirit-

" Uonvince us of our sin. 
Then lead to Jesus' blood; 

And to our wondering view reveal 
The secret love of God." 

We will close these disjointed jottings by a word on "This is a 
faithful saying." Of course it is, because it is God's sayi~g. He is 
faithful to His purpose. God promised to fi~d a ran~om whic_h should 
redeem His Chnrch from the bondage of sm, and rn due time-the 
exact moment fixed in God's eternal purpose-the promised Messiah 
came, and His birth into this wot·ld was nshered in-not with the gaudy, 
fading splendour of unenviable earthly princes, but with the glory ~f 
the Lord which shows round about, and the song of angels, "A multi-
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tnde of the heavenly host," burst forth in sweet harmony of praise, 
11 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward 
men." He was faithful to do the work He promised Hie Father: 11 I 
came not to do Mine own will, but the will of My Father." He did 
it; right throngb His career on this earth, He failed not in one jot or 
tittle, and when He uttered those memorable words on Mount Calvary, 
"It is finished," that promise was fulfilled: "In that day shall 
there be a fountain opened to the House of David and to the inhabi
tants of J ernsalem for sin and for uncleanness." Thus He was faithful 
in finishing the work the Father gave Him to do, and the solemn event 
closed by the sun and the moon being darkened, the stars ceasing to 
shine, and the heavens and the earth shaking (See Joel iii. 15, 16). 

Now, what is all this to us? is it merely an idle tale? if so, if we 
have no concern about these great and solemn realities, we have no part 
nor lot in the glorious plan of salvation. le there no sweetness in the 
name of Jesus to us? Do we know nothing of what the apostle meant 
when be said, speaking of himself as a sinner, "Of whom I am chief" ? 
May God the Spirit quicken and prepare us for the last great day, for 
as Samuel Medley says, 

"Great Judge of all! that day will come 
When mortals shall receive their doom; 
Oh, hear our cry. and grant we may 
Of Thee find mercy in that day. 

"Think, 0 my soul, thou must appear, 
And pass the judgment at this bar; 
What now does God and conscience say? 
Wilt thou find mercy in that day 1" 

JOHN WATERS BANKS. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AS A TEACHER. 
BY J. J. Coourn. 

'' He shall teach you all things " (John xiv. 26). 

IN these words is set forth the truth that it will never do for us to lose 
sight of. The Holy Spirit is the great teacher of the things of 

Jesus, "which pertain unto life and godliness." That the Holy Spirit 
has taught and does still teach some men concerning natural things we 
do not deny, but that is not the teaching referred to in the text, which 
has reference solely to the things of the kingdom of God. 'l'hese words 
were spoken to the immediate disciples of Jesus; but t~ey by no means 
have reference to them exclusively. In other words, the Holy Spirit 
not only was the teacher of truth to the immediate disciples of Jesus, 
but is still so of all whom He graciously quickens. 

How plainly does John put this before us in his first epistle (ii. 20): 
But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things;" and again iu verse 27, "This same auointiug teacheth you 
all things." How pointed too is the testimony in the Gospel of John 
(vi. 45): "It is written in the prophets, They shall be all taught of 
God." The subject we have under consideration is a very large one, and 
consequently might be viewed under many aspects. We purpose, 
however, to narrow our observations exclusively to two ideas:-



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 301 

!.-The necessity of the Spirit's teachin,q. 
II.-The gracious excellencies possessed by the Spirit which tU him in a 

special manner lo leach those who are quickened o/ Him. 
I.-Tlie necessity q/ the Spirit's teaching. (1) Onr first proof ie 

from the mere fact that He does teach. God, in all that He does works 
"'.isely. He.never wastes H\s power, as the creature frequently does, 
01ther by domg more than 1s necessary or by doing less. There is 
always a blessed propriety in, or needs be for, what He does. Say 
what God does, and yon say what is necessary to be done. God the 
Spirit teaches His qnickened ones, therefore we argue His teaching is a 
necessity. 

(2) As a matter of fact this necessity is plainly seen. We will 
take a strong illustration, perhaps the strongest we could take-more
over, one taken from the purest of sources, and the truth of which we 
can all verify: the ignorance concerning Christ when He was upon 
earth. Notwithstanding the light of prophecy, notwithstanding His own 
works and His own teaching, how little was His character underetood, or 
the nature of His kingdom, even by His own immediate disciples! And 
what put an end to that great darkness but the gracious ontpouring of 
the Spirit from on high! 

(3) Many of the false prophets who have gone out into the world 
proclaim the necessity of the Spirit's teaching. Oh, the multitude of 
voices proclaiming their various theories cf truth, and all professing to 
derive their inspiration from the Word of God! What bewilderments 
are thereby made! How many cross paths are thrown up, what a 
multitude of flickering lights do we see! What a needs be there is for 
a ma1>ter mind to lead us and whisper in our ears, "This is the way, 
walk ye in it." . 

(4) Look at the most experimental portions of the Old Testament, 
and also of the New, and yon will find them teeming with anxious 
desires and prayers for the teaching of the Spirit. Is not that a proof, 
and a strong proof too, of its necessity? 

Henr how the psalmist makes snpplication (Psa. cxix. 33), "Teach 
me, 0 Lord, the way of Thy statutes;" (ver. 66), "Teach me good 
judgment and knowledge"; (,er. 73), "Give me understanding that 
I may learn Thy commandments"; (ver. 124), "Teach me Thy 
statutes"; (ver. 125), "Give me understanding, that I may know Thy 
testimonies." 

Turning to the New Testament, look at Paul's wonderfnl prayer on 
behalf of the believing Ephesians ( chap. i. 17 and following verses). Is 
it not therein taught most clearly that the high attainment in spiritual 
knowledge which he longed for these quickened ones to possess, a.II 
hinged upon their being blessed with the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation! 

One more illnstration will suffice. . How anxiously desirons was the 
apostle that the faith of the Corinthians should not stand in the wisdom 
of men, bnt in the power of God! (ii. 4). And in the 11-13 verses 
of the same chapter he explains how that alone could be brought about 
-namely, by the revelation and teaching of the Holy Ghost! 

(5) To bear out the truth of this necessity, are we not jnstified in 
the last place in appealing to "the witness within us"! 

In this matter are we not in real tonch with the saints of old! 
w 
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Does not the felt need of the Spirit's teaching grow just in proportion 
as we have to do with the Word of God, and the Word of God hu to 
do with ns 1 Do we grow ont of the need? nay, rather, do not we grow 
into the need of it? With regard to the simplest text, are we not con
tinually brought to feel that our own light is insufficient to illuminate 
it? Onr own understanding too weak to penetrate it, and in humility 
have to confess, Lord, it is high, we cannot attain unto it? 

Let us now tnrn to the other part of our subject. 

II.-Th.e gracious excellenci'es possessed by the Spirit, &:c., &:c. 
(1) To teach another any branch of knowledge the teacher must 

possess a grasp of the subject to be taught. No one can teach that 
which he does not comprehend himself. In this respect does not the 
Roly Spirit shine pre-eminently! Is he not the very author of the 
Scriptures? Do we not read that " no Scripture is of any private 
interpretation (i.e., conception), but holy men of God wrote as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost"? Did not the blessed Jesus Himself 
speak, and as it were exult over the fact, "The Spirit of the Lord God 
is upon Me, because He bath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the 
poor" (Luke iv. 18)? The Saviour, too, hold!! up the Holy Ghost as 
the very Spirit of Truth. And to encourage us to put ourselves under 
His teaching, although God, He comes down, as it were, and represents 
Himself like another teacher toiling for knowledge: "The Spirit searcheth 
all things-yea, the deep things of God" (1 Cor. iv. 10). 

(2) We think a second requisite for a teacher must be a love of the 
subject to be taught, and of the teaching it. It is poor work to teach 
without the heart is engaged in the work, without compulsion no one 
would do it. The blessed Spirit, however, is a " free spirit," and there 
is no schism in the Trinity, they are all blessedly one. To testify 
of Jesus-to exalt Him in a sinner's heart-to show the things freely 
given of God, must be inexpressibly delightful to Him. Would He have 
continued to teach these thousands of years unless His heart had been 
in the matter? 

(3) There is e. needs be for love on behalf of the teacher towards the 
taught. How unseemly a teacher of children, who loves not children! 
A pastor, and no love to his flock! Are they not both wretched hire
lings? The apostle pleads "for the love of the Spirit" (Rom. xv. 30). 
Beyond that there are not many expressions of love with regard to the 
Spirit in the Scriptures. This is somewhat strange, bnt the reason is, 
perhaps, because He is the Author of the Scriptures, and will not bear 
witness concerning Himself. Bnt the old saying, "Actions speak louder 
than words," is pre-eminently illustrated by the teaching of the Spirit. 
Witness the objects of His teachings; who are they bot sinful nothings! 
Look at the patience He exhibits, the wonderful sympathy He mani
fests, the comforting words He speaks, the blessed help He affords to 
onr infirmities, and then His gracious indwelling, and all this notwith
standing oor grieving and vexing Him. Are not all these gracious acts 
indicative in the highest degree of the greatest interest and love I 

In all the foregoing ideas a mere earthly teacher can come tO a 
eert;ain degree. 

(4) The Holy Spirit has no failures in His teaching. He always 
teaches to profit. "I can make nothing of that scholar," i11 the 
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language sometimes of earthly teachers-not so of the Holy Ghost. 
He, the Spirit, 

" Takes the fool and makes him know 
The mystery of God's love." 

He never foils to make a man see what He desires; to antler
stand what He presents; to receive what He demonstrates; and to 
retain what He imparts. 

(5) He, the Spirit, has the power to give the needed capacity. In 
this one fact lies the secret of Hie success. Sin has wrought each utter 
incapacity in man, wrought such depravity in his taste for knQwledge, 
that with regard to spiritual truth, seeing he sees not, and hearing he 
hears not, neither does he understand. Moreover, Satan stirs ap and 
strengthens this natural enmity and blinds and hardens the heart. 
The Spirit, however, can utter the heavenly mandate, Let there be 
light; let there be understanding; let there be a heart to know; let 
there be ears to hear, and eyes to see, for He is th-e author of every 
spark of spiritual intelligence. "God who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness bath shined in oar hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeans Christ" (2 
Cor. iv. 6). The hearing ear and the seeing eye, the Lord bath made 
even both of them (Prov. xx. 12). 

"The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God. 
Neither can be know them because they are spiritually discerned.'' 
Now what the natural man does not and cannot do, the spiritualiy taught 
man can and does do, he receives the truth and receives it as the very 
wisdom of God. 

(6) That the gracious excellencies possessed by the Spirit do fit him 
to be the teacher of the quickened is proved from the grand results 
which always flow from Bis teaching. He speaks, and from His testi
mony to the truth, contrition arises in the soul-godly sorrow flows, 
and repentance towards God follows as a blessed consequence. He sets 
forth Christ, faith leans upon Him, l_1ope makes Him her blest anchor
age ground, and love is drawn forth towards the great gift and the 
Gracious Giver. -

Truth, as set forth by Him, is believed, loved, prized, and to it the 
soul cleaves. He bears witness to sin, and it is abhorred, striven and 
prayed, against. Holiness is set forth and is loved, longed for, and 
followed. All the real knowledge the soul has of the truth, all the 
love it has to the truth, all the gracious hope from the truth, all the 
hiding of truth in the heart, all the sweet tasting and handling of it, 
all the devotion of lip and life, all the consecration of body, soul, and 
spirit to the life of truth flows and only flows from His all gracious 
and powerful teaching. So far as the truth is concerned, all that we 
know aright, all that we feel aright, all that we act aright, all that we 
build upon aright, comes, and can only come from the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit. 

In conclusion, ought we not to exhort you from all that we have 
said, to honour the Spirit as the great teacher, and look, and long, and 
pray, and plead for Bis gracioas help in all yoar endeavours, either to 
gain or to impart the knowledge of God and of His SJn Jesus Christ. 

[This address was delivered at the Strict Baptist Ministers' Asso
ciation meeting held on June 1st, 1886.] 
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T H E S H E E P O F C H R I S 1.' . 
EXTRACT OF A SERMON PREACHED BY A SUFFOT,K VF.TEHAN ON 

LORD'S-DAY, MARCH 28, 1886. 
"We are Hi~ people, and the sheep of His pasture. "-Psa. c.~. 

THIS Pae.Im is evidently David's. David we.s e. shepherd, e.nd 
conseqaently we find him referring again and again to his former 

occupation. Early thoughts, ways, and engagements, have a very 
stron~ impression upon the minds of everybody. We may soon forget 
the things that happened yesterday, but not the things of girlhood and 
boyhood. David wanted people to be intelligent worshippers of 
God. He said, "Know ye that the Lord He is God; He it is that 
bath made us, and not we ourselves?" It is so naturally, 80 
it must be spiritually. Paul, in writing his epistles, often used 
the word "know." Old believers are often concerned to know; 
it is right there shonld be this knowledge. Those who come to 
God's altar must-must, yon see-believe that He is, and that He 
is a rewarder of all them that diligently seek Him. '' Go to 
His altars; but know ye, He it is that bath made us, and not we our
selves. We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture." Here we 
have the note of triumph. It was because the Israelites were His 
people. He fought their battles for them because they were His people; 
in the stillness of the night He destroyed their foes, while they 
stand bloodless conquerors upon the battle-field, because they were His 
people. Mingled streams of goodness and mercy followed them wherever 
they went. Read their history; they were no better than other people 
-a rebellious, murmuring, dissatisfied, grumbling lot-yet they were 
the Lord's people, and He forsook them not. Hence David makes this 
statement, " We are His people." We are His. I would not say we 
are His because we were sprinkled with water in infancy; I wonld not 
found my salvation on snch a flimsy thing as that, I would not say we 
are God's by being immersed in water every day. Yet we rejoice in 
the fact that they are God's; and He says of them, "They shall be 
Mine in that day when I make up My jewels." When the elements 
shall melt, when the Judge shall come, He will take the language of 
my text and say, "They are Mine." 

To be able l:.o say we are His people will indeed be a safeguard in 
that day. We need not state this morning how they are His; it will be 
sufficient to say they are His by His own desire and their own concur
rency. Jesus wills (and what He wills to do He does do; and what He 
wills to have Ile does have). God says to Him, "Ask, and I will give 
Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for Thy possession.'' Jesus prays for it. "Father," He says, 
"I will altlo that they whom Thou hast given Me be with O'le where I 
am, that they may behold My glory." 

In many things Christians may differ; but there is one thing in 
which they are all alike-they all will to be God's. It is the one great 
load-stone, they belong to God; for this men have become martyrs. fo 
hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the 
world began; for this, for this, the apostles endured all things. Thns 
by mutual concord they are His, and the union can never be severed 
nor dissolved. 
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Now, how shall we know we are His people? The natural nature 
of God's people is not better than the natural nature of the rest of 
fallen humanity; they look like other people. How shall we know them? 
"We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture." Sheep i;i a figure 
often referred to in Scripture. Sheep of His pasture. 

1. We notice their identification and correspondence with the great 
Shepherd. We read in Romans, "Whom He did foreknow, them He 
did predestinate; whom He did predestinate, them He also called," &c. 
What for? To be conformed to the image of His Son, prede~tinated 
to be like Chri8t, called to be like Him, justified to be like Him, they 
are to be like Him. He is the great Model set up in heaven, and those 
who enter there must be like Him. They are not so now; bot they 
shall be. David says, " I shall be satisfied when ! awake in Thy 
likeness." That was his heart's cry; that alone will satisfy God, and 
that alone will satisfy His people. Thus the doctrines of grace work 
out in the experience of the people of God. They are not dry, detestable 
doctrines, but consolable, effectual doctrines. 

The second reason why they are called sheep, is because sheep, under 
the old dispensation, were daily offered for sacrifice. God appointed 
all the ritual, and gave all the laws to the people under that dispensa
tion. Sacrifices some offer a little bit on Sundays, Christmas-days, 
Good Fridays, &c.; but now some people offer onto God sacrifices every 
day-they offer themselves. "I beseech yon, therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." 

The third reason they are called sheep is because they are defence
less. A wolf or bear possesses power to defend itself; bat not so a 
sheep. Sheep are only safe when tended, cared for, and led a.boat by 
the shepherd. In its defencelessness is seen its harmlessness. I will 
not say there is no evil in Christians, but there is something within 
which keeps the devil down. They have been bit by the mad dog, bot 
ejectments have been given to keep down hydrophobia. 

Then sheep are useful; they do good as they go from place to place; 
their coats become of service to man. So Christians are useful. We 
know not what the world would do without them. There are some 
people, when they are laid to rest beneath the earth, we have great 
cause to say, "Thank God for their lives." Others, we believe they are 
sheep; but we do not miss them much. Now comes the question. Let 
each one ask, "How much use am I?" Usefulness should be charac
terised and become one of the features of Jesus' sheep; the sheep of 
His pasture. God has made provision for His own sheep, and they are 
the only sheep that can feed upon the provision He bas made. When 
God mi.de sheep, He made provision suitable for sheep. So when God 
made us, the sheep of His pasture, He made provision suitable. No 
matter from what ranks you take a man, however intellectual he may 
be, if be is unconverted he cannot enjoy the things of God. 

A word or two about the provision. First, there is no_ poison in_ it. 
There is no poison in the Bible; none of the people get poisoned eatl_ng 
the provision God bas made. 'fhe food is sweet, healthful, clean, with 
no iniquity in it. Then the pastures never ge_t bare ... What ca:n 
dry the sap out of those pastures prepared by God for prov1s10n for HIB 
aheep? 'l'he Bible is never dry. We have new views, new thonghtll, 
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new ideas, always something fresh. They lie down in green pastures, 
Thy pastures are ever green, fresh and foll. We are the sheep of His 
pasture. 

LSl!tly, the obligations imposed upon us for being in snch a position. 
" Know ye that the Lord He is God. He it is that hath made us, 
and not we ourselves; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture." 
Then, rejoicing in such knowledge, enter into His courts with praise. 
Only think what you might have been had He not made you His 
sheep. Yon might have been treading now the road to destruction. 
If you have cause to be thankful for anything, it is to God for 
making you the sheep of His pasture. What will you do for Him? 
Praise Him with heart and voice for ever and ever. Amen. 

MEMORIES OF MR. C. W. BANKS' MINISTRY. 

FROM MY DIARY. 

ONCE again onr Bethel walls echoed to the joyful sound of the 
glorious Gospel from the vital soul-profiting ministry of onr dear 

pastor, C. W. Banks. It is hard that little Bethel must lose him. 
Our dear pastor led ns into some of the grandeur and sweetness of the 
45th Psalm, taking for his text the second verse, " Thou art fairer than 
the children of men, grace is poured into thy lips, therefore God bath 
blessed thee for ever." He said it was his desire to say something to 
lead us to Christ. He had wished for a subject in which Christ might 
be all in all, for the ministry was only safe and useful as it spoke of Him, 
and faith was only profitable as it could lay bold of Him. He saw in 
this psalm, set forth not by man but by God Himself, ~ beautiful des
cription of Christ; and when the word comes from God how powerful 
it is ! With great power and sweetness these words had come to him, 
"Thou art altogether lovely." How lovely He is to the sinner who is 
brought to believe on Him, onto ns He appears fairer than the children 
of men. God does not give this description of Christ for His own 
edification, but for the sinners'. He points them to Christ as the only 
place of purity, perfection, and salvation. Fairer is a modest yet a 
comprehensive view of Christ's person; it means unmixed; in Him there 
is no mixture, no failing, no flaw, no blemish, therefore God car:. look 
npon Him with admiration and the sinner with confidence. Men, even 
good, gracious men are not unmixed with evil, they are partakers of 
grace a!!d nature, sin and salvation, flesh and spirit; they are not 
always alike; but He, how different ! Always the same, never chang
ing. He is fairer than Adam in his first estate. Oh, what have we 
lost by the fall ? Some men grumble and say, "It is too bad to make 
me fallen because Adam fell ; but if we believe in the second Adam we 
are far better off in His fulness than we could have been in the first. 
Men, great and good as they may be, and we have some fine specimens 
of human nature still, but what are they? All tainted and mixed, not 
to be relied upon ; how much fairer is Christ than them ? And the 
children of God, angels or saints, all are not to be compared to Him for 
glory and beauty. 

Here, too, is the ministry of Christ, "Grace is poured into Thy 
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lips," The ministry of Christ was fnll of power, not as the ministry of 
men, which sometimes appears cold and ineffectual; His was a fountain 
foll and free. When he said to Matthew, "Follow Me," immediately 
he arose and followed Him. When the blind were brought to Him, He 
said, " What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee ? '' And the man said, 
"Lord, that I might receive my sight." And He said, "I will, receive 
thy sight." He was quite willing, and the work was done in a moment. 
Now there are long periods of doubting and halting, the word seems to 
come so powerlessly, and souls go a long time bound; the ministry of 
men will not do, Christ alone can give the soul freedom. In Revelations 
we have a beautiful picture of the Ministry of Christ in a small parcel, 
although it is not rend~red very correctly either. Christ says, 
" Behold, I stand 11t the door and knock, if any man hear My voice 
and open the door I will come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with Me.'' Here is the ministry of Christ awaking the soul, 
which is called knocking ; and there is the demonstration of grace 
opening the door and Christ coming in, and the fellowship enjoyed, 
"I will sup with him, and he with Me." "I stand at the door," 
Christ says, and a very determined word that is. He stands there, 
and He will never leave until the door is opened. As to the if, that 
never was in God's Word. Nothing can man do for God without marring 
the work in some way. I never preach a sermon without spoiling it, 
and even in the translation of God's Word there are some portions 
rendered improperly. Christ never said,'' If any m'\n open." There 
is no such contingency with Him, if He is knocking at your heart, 
depend upon it He will come in, and there will be fellowship and joy 
where there has been disturbance and fear. Taming again to the 
psalm, there is the reward, "therefore God had blessed thee for ever," 
a blessing Christ shares with His people. He is blessed as the Covenant 
Head of His people. He needs no grace for Himself. It is for them 
grace is poured into His lips, that He may bestow it upon them. It is 
for their sakes He is blessed for ever, -so that there may be no end to the 
covenant of salvation, and peace which God has made. in Him for His 
chosen. 

[Alas! a weak attempt. Sept. 19th, 1864 (Morning). 
ADA BROWNING.] 

'' THEY CAME IN BY TESTIMONY." 

THESE words were a simple answer given by a pastor in reply to a 
question as to the admission of two new members, and they have 

rang many changes in the mind of the writer, especially when she stood 
face to face with that very Church-almost more than the whelming fact 
of having to tell out her own-came the thought, these all "came in by 
testimony." Then how can there be a hypocrite among them ? What 
a solemn thing to give a " testimony ! " 'Mid all the varieties of 
expression and dispnrities in capability, there is one uniform testimony 
waich can be alone acceptable to the living children of the living God
viz., a belief in the justice of God in their own condemnation, and a 
laying-hold, with more or less of agonising fear in the grasp of the hope 
set before them in the Goepel. Is there any other section of Christ's 
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visible Church besides our own in which every member has the oppor
tunity of knowing the beginning and carrying-on of God's manifest 
mercy in the souls of their fellow members ? May God in His great 
care for us in this most critical time, when the world sees very little 
difference in the different religions of the day, make us very careful of 
our " testimony." He has given us a testimony, let us see that our'e 
chords with His. He says of Obrist, "This is My beloved Son," and 
our hearts, when in sweet communion with Him, say, "Whom have I 
in heaven but Christ, and there is c.one that I desire on earth in coru
parison with Him." 

And how many of those to whom Christ said, "The Father Himself 
loveth you because ye ha,e loved Me," go right home to glory without 
ever having gone " in by testimony '' to the Church on earth ! Ah, 
their record is on high ; they have said more to the Lord, perhaps, than 
the ready-tongued inmates of God's house below ; and they will swell 
more joyfully the testimony of the ransomed, '' Thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood." No hesitation there, no fear 
of hypocrisy there ; no wondering if the fluency of a fellow-member be 
merely natural, and no dread of going out from the "Communion of 
Saints" into a world which finds affinity of evil in our natures, even 
though we be "called to be saints ! '' Oh, for the sinless testimony. 

And what weight this given testimony should have on our lives I 
We own to being loved of God, do we do the good we do for Hie eake ? 
ls it His honour that checks the haughty glance, the arrogant expres
sion, the passionate resentment of injustice ? Oh, friends, when God 
asks the daily sacrifice of self, it is only a" reasonable service'' to Him 
who "loved not His life even to the death," that He might have mercy 
upon us. And we are His witnesses. 

"NOT .A. HOOF LEFT BEHIND." 
(EXODUS X. 26). 

BY EDWARD DIFFEY. 

BLESSED declaration from the King of kings, to His tried, tempted 
family, to cheer them in their wilderness journey, that when He 

shall make up His jewels, not one, however weak, shall be left out or 
overlooked, for "the Lord knoweth them that are His'' (2 Tim. ii. 19). 
Although to the world the children of God (many of them) may be 
unknown; yet, when He shall come in the clouds with all His holy 
angels, to take His ransomed, redeemed, blood-bought children to be 
with Hirn where He is, there to behold His glory, it will be seen that 
not one will be left behind for whom He died to save on Calvary's cross. 
Has He not said, "All that the Father has given Me shall come to 
Me," not a hoof shall be left behind, not one of My children be missing? 
There will be no vacant places in heaven, no ! for Jesus, our great 
Redeemer, shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied 
(Isa. liii. 11 ). What consolation, therefore, is found in this bles~ed 
pae11age of Holy Writ for the child of God, who is sometimes mourn)Dg 
e.fter the light of God's countenance to be lifted upon him, and crymg 
with an afflicted saint of old, '' Oh, that it was with me as in month11 
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past,'' &c. Then Satan (who is ever ready to annoy the weakest in the 
Lord's family) says, tuuntingly, "Where is now thy God ? " and tells 
him he is an hypocrite, a mere profeswr, and that he may as well give 
np praying encl crying, for he will be surely lost, a11 he has deceived 
himself; and many other darts the enemy will drive into the poor child 
of God. Then, when almost despairing of ever reaching the home of 
the undefiled, the voice of Jesus Epeaks to the soul so sweetly, saying, 
"Thy sins which are many are all forgiven thee." Then joy and 
peace flows into the soul, and the enemy is dispelled. Not a hoof shall 
be left behind. No! He who hath began the good work will carry it 
on (or perform it) until the day of the Lord. Yes, "Grace all the 
work shall crown." Therefore, believer in the Lord, be of good cheer, 
and sing as ye journey along to "fairer worlds on high.'' 

"His love in times past forbids me to think 
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink." 

No! the Lord will never leave the soul, He laid down His life to 
redeem from sin, death and hell, the soul for which He suffered "more 
than tongue can tell." He is able to keep that which is committed unto 
Him against that day. As for God, His work is perfect, and He who 
has lifted the sinner from the ruins of the fall, from an horrible pit and 
mirey clay, putting a new song into his month also, will not leave that 
soul again to be delivered into the hands of the enemy. "He perfects 
what His hand begins;" and in spite of what men or devils say, the 
Word of the Lord standeth sure and abideth for ever. The Good 
Shepherd says: "My sheep shall never perish." Therefore let ns hold 
fast the words of eternal life, and not be moved by man's word, 
that which has no foundation in the Word of God whate"l'er, and go 
on in the strength of our great Captain, trusting entirely to the 
promises of an ever-faithful God and Father, who will, by-and-bye, in 
Hie own good time, bring ne to the place where all is peaceful, bright, 
and fair, and where we shall ever ascribe" honour, praise, and power" 
to onr Lord and Redeemer; may He who does not despise the "little 
ones," but says to them, "Fear not," bless these few remarks on the 
above passage of Scripture, for His name's sake. 

Ringwood, Sept. 6, 1886. 

THE LORD LOOSETH THE 
BLEBT Lord, how greedily I rnn 

After vain joys, my cup to fill, 
Through youth, till I arrived at man, 

Before Thou didst command, Be still I 
"Be still, and know I'm God alone, 

Adoring seraphs Me proclaim; 
My people worship at My throne, 

While devils tremble at My name." 

Dear Lord, and shall a wretch like me, 
Who trod so long the downward road, 

Be helped Thy direst wrath to flee, 
And seek at last 'l'hy bright abode 1 

'Tia even so, sweet Mercy's voice, 
Proclaimed by God's all-quickening 

power; 
J'orest Hill, S,E, 

PRl::iON ~RS ( PsA. UXLVI. 7). 
Brought me to make the happy choice, 

And led me to that blissful hour. 
While mem'ry lasts that glorious night, 

And its transactions with my soul; 
Will sweetly, as I gain more light, 

Enrapture, till I reach the goal. 
Now, circumscribed in sinful flesh, 

My mind, enfettered, cannot rise; 
'Tis heaven alone that must refresh, 

l:"it praise is borne above the skies. 
Till then may I by faith o plift 

My gaze to that blest Daysman there; 
,\nd prize salvation's precious gift, 

Who taught my lips tl:e humble 
prayer. 

W. C. B. 



10 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

T H E LA TE ED WA R D B EA Z L E Y. 

OUR universally beloved friend and brother in the Lord Jesua 
Christ, Edward Beazley, has passed away. On Friday evening, 

Sept. 10th, after several weeks' intense pain arising from cancer and 
severe constipation, he was gently and quietly relieved from sin, sorrow, 
and suffering, and entered into the joy of his Lord. His favourite 
form, features, and face will no more be seen here on this earth; no, 
nor in heaven, for the body will be changed, and " made like nnto Hie 
f?lorious bo<ly." We were always delighted to meet with Edward 
Beazley; his very presence gave an impetus to our best affections. 
Whenever he spoke, whether in public or private, he had but one theme, 
and that was, to nse his own words, to "exalt his precious Lord and 
Master." We have often said of him that he carried his heart in his 
mouth, which his utterances testified. He never trifled about "eternal 
realities,'' he was always solemn, serious, sweet, and savoury. Our 
heart has often melted, and we have for a while forgotten ourselves 
while listening to his sincere and forcible ejaculations cm the "grand 
matters'' of salvation by grace. He was at all times exceedingly simple. 
yet very profonnd. His desire was to " put the crown on the Saviour 
and to humble the creature.'' He was homely and affable, and yet not 
unduly familiar. Few men were so highly favoured as was he in living 
near his Lord. While he possessed all the comforts earth could afford, 
yet heaven was his home. "It is nice," we have heard him say," to 
be on intimate terms with our heavenly Father; it is nice to have a 
letter from home now and then." In such happy strains as this would 
he pour out his soul to the ecstacy and delight of his hearers, that time 
flew apace, aud often, with unpremeditated flashes of eloquence, he has 
held his audience spell-bound, while with the poet they could sing,-

"Here would I sit and sing away, 
A long and everlasting clay." 

While we write thus of our translated brother Edward Beazley, it is 
not to exalt the man, but to magnify the grace of God in him. As a 
debtor to mercy alone through the free, sovereign, and distinguishing 
goodness of God, he would often break out with the apostle John, 
'' Unto Him that loved us and washed us in His own most precious 
blood, to Him be all the glory." His forcible language penetrated deep 
into the hearts of his hearers and riveted their attention, and though 
he has left the shores of time for the ocean of eternity, the savour of bis 
words will ever live in the minds of those who had the privilege of bis 
acq nain te.nce. 

Lest our readers who did not know him might think we are too 
eulogistic, we can assure them that our only fear is that we cannot 
sufficiently magnify the excellent qualities which were embellished 
by the grace and Spirit of Christ. For many years he bas preached 
the Gospel in London and various parts of the country, and we are 
sure his voice will be greatly missed. 

We are glad to bear that a book is to be published concerning 
him; otherwise we should gladly pnLlish in our columns a sketch of 
his life; suffice it now to say, he was called by grace at the age of 
twenty; was baptized at Mount Zion, Dorset-square, by the late John 
Foreman, near forty-six years ago, and was a member there, and, for 
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a considerable nnmber of years, filled the office of deacon. At onr 
social gatherings he would often give out that verse-

" There shall we see, and hear, and know, 
All we desired and wished below: 
And every power find sweet employ, 
In that eternal world of joy." 

He is now in the enjoyment of this poetic prophecy. 
The fnneral took place on Friday, September 17. The funeral 

cortege left thtJ residence of the deceased at two o'clock, arriving at 
Monnt Zion, Hill-street, Dorset-square at 2.30. The corpse was taken 
into the chapel, and e. service held, which commenced with a prayer by 
Mr. Shepherd, who then gave out the hymn,-

" Why do we mourn departed friends? " " 

Mr. John Harris read several portions of Scripture suitable to the occa
sion; Mr. R. E. Sears offered pray~r; Mr. Wileman gave out hymn 991, 
Denham's, commencing.-

" Why should we shrink at Jordan's flood?" 

Mr. Shepherd said that our departed brother Beazley was haptized 
forty-five years ago. How many there were left be could not say, bnt 
there was one, Mr. Hall, of Clapham, and he called on him to give the 
address, who, in responding, said 

That he was sure the friends would believe him when he said that he 
wished the task had fallen to other hands (and it was evident that Mr. Hall 
ha.din speaking to contend witl-i his feelings). He said that he was merci
fully relieved from that anxiety which sometimes he had in reference to. 
the state of the departed, as there could not be a particle of doubt as to the 
state of our beloved brother, Edward Beazley; and what was Raid of Corne
lius could, in truth, be said of him : "A good man, full of the Holy Ghost 
and of faith, and much people were added to the Lord." He was a good 
man, and to be a good man we must be. ·a God-like man-this our brother 
was-for although he lived for twenty long years in alienation from 
God, yet through the exceeding great and precious promises, he was made 
partaker of the divine nature through the instrumentality of a good man 
in the country whom he had not seen before nor since, and thus being made 
good by the good work of grace in his heart. That goodness became mani
fest. The devil was cast out, and Christ was formed in the heart, the Hope 
of glory. And as the house is known by its occupant as to it; kind, so our 
brother was known by the Spirit which was within him. For as many as 
are born of the Spirit are led of the Spirit, ,md by the Spirit our brother 
was led to Christ. How long he was kept in bondage he did not know, but 
he had long since sung the song of Moses ,ind of the Lamb, and forty
five years ago he (Mr. Hall) was baptized with him in the baptistry of the 
chapel in which his remains were then resting. Iu all respects he was a 
good man, in his family, in the world, and in the church, and fur forty-five 
years he and his brother had maintained unbroken friendship in the truth 
of God, and not one particle of change had there been in their views of 
truth-the faith into which he was baptized by Mr. Foreman that 
he maintained to the last, which was his solace in his altliction, and 
in which he died. He was also filled with the Holy Ghost in na.ture, 
if not in degree, for the Holy Ghost had taken up His residence 
in his soul, and the whole mincl and body became impregnated with His 
holy influence, and as he had yielded his members to unrighteousness now 
he yielded his members to righteousness, and He tlia.t sepamtcd Saul ,md 
Barnabas, separated him to th,, Gospel of God, and it was well-known how 
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full of faith he was. No mrtn ever glm;ed more in prea.chiug ChriHt, the 
object of faith. thitn he, and no one could revel more in the doctrines of 
faith t.lrn.n he, hiH HermonR were full of them, and e,s to the gra<'<\ of faith 
as helped by the spirit of faith, he laid hold on the horns of the altar, and 
had fellowRbip with God, "Laughed at impossibilities, and said it Hlmll be 
done."' And how many were added to the Church the day will reve11I it, 
pread1ing hither and thitlicr continnally in a very pointed and faithful 
mannrr. SinnerH must have been pricked in the heart as well as the 
Church of God frd V<ith the pure C"rtlspel of God. He began his ministry 
with thctext. "And they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: 
and the door was i-hut" (Matt. xxv. 10). This was the first text he preached 
from and the last. and with this text he closed his labour. His death-bed 
wa,; most manife~t and blessed, and to use his daughter's expression, it wos 
heaven on earth to li~ten to his sacred conversation. .A.t one time when 
freling low, hcaisked those around him to pray for him,and said, "TellHim 
I have loved to extol Him and to speak well of His Name." Howcharacter
ii,tic of the man! Mr. Hall passed a high encomium on him, remarking 
that what he wash<' was by the grace of God, e,nd closed by referring to 
his family in a few sympathetic words, and added, May my death be 
like my brother, Edward Beazley's, and my last end be like his. 

Brother Shepherd closed in prayer, and the corpse was removed to 
the cemetery, followed by many friends. The chapel was foll of 
sympathising monrners, and a large assembly gathered together in the 
cemetery, where Hrother Sb epherd delivered a fnneral oration with 
much power on the words, '' He shall rise again,'' which we hope to 
give in our next. 

The pastor and deacons of Mount Zion, anxious to show the high 
esteem in which they held the deceased, bad the corpse brought into 
the chapel, which was the first one that was ever taken in that place. 
At Mr. Beazley's request Mr. Shepherd made all the funeral arrange
ments, which were sedulously carried out by Mr. Tinson. 

JOHN WATERS BANKS. 

"APPROVED IN CHRIST." 
Ile.fwcting tlwuglita after heari111J Mr. G. G. Whorlow preach a &1.,mon from 

Romans zvi. 10. 
BEFORE the day-star knew its place, ; Nor will the Saviour now despise, 
God did, by Free and Sovereign grace, An Appelles with earnest cries, 
His chosen fan:.ily embrace- Whose faith and hope alone relies--

In J esUB. In Jesus. 
Before He spread the starry skies, 
Ur bade the lofty mountains rise; 
They were most precioUB in His eyes-

In Jesus. 
He saw them all complete in Him, 
Without a wrinkle, spot, or sin; 
Or anything that was unclean-

In Jesus. 

Accepted i6 His lovely Bride, 
Made comely by tl:e Crucified, 
"Approved," Redeemed, and Justified-

• In Jesus. 

And Appelles was ,t;rnly4blessed, 
For he the grace ofoiGod ·_possessed, 
The earnest of eternal 1'st-

In JesUB. 
St. Neots. 

Nor shall His children always mope, 
For while through Achor's vale they 

grope 
They find a blessed door of hope-· 

In Jesus. 
This then, my soul, is welcome news, 
Since He the poor will not refuse, 
~or yet the feeblest member lose-

In Jesus. 
Thon may'st repair to Him for grace, 
Though of His saints the very least; 
And lie, thy waiting 6oul will bless-

In Jesus. 
And when upon the judgment throne, 
He views with vast delight His own; 
His Church shall shine complete alone-

In Jesus. 
Jom,. 
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A PLEA FOR REPARATION. 

[In the /Jaj/y 1'elegl'flph1 of Tnesdoy, May 11. It i• atatorl that Mr. W1lllam<, in a pre•irlontlal 
arldroe~ at Bloom1n,ur.v Chn.pel, Aeid, 11 The Strict o.nd Gen "ra1 Ba.pti:,ttB preached the same 
Goepel, why not unite? "] 

THANK you, my friend, and who shall The glory of Jebovah's grace 
bend Lies in its overpowering strength: 

Oar ministers or yoa•s, forsooth 1 He made the d.ving thief Hie child, 
And if oar sect with yours we blend, Though David groaned His joarney'll 

What sect will fight for Bible truth 1 length ; 
No! WI creation's latest groan, Their names are registered on high, 
God help us, we will .ytanrl alone. And God's own offspring cannot die. 

Manning, I-he Papist, boasts the power Our God will never dis~ppoint 
To thin the mnks of eve,·11 sect, His well-beloved, suffering Son, 

Save and except the litt.le flock, When He in anguish bowed His head, 
Who bold the faith of God's elect. Redemption's glorious work was done; 

And so, till Rome be overthrown, And every ransomed soul may boast 
God help us, we will stand alone. The sealing of the J::loly Ghost. 

Come thou.with us, we long to see Is this your Gospel? D0n't you hate 
Our weary ministers upheld; The very thought of God's decrees 1 

Oome thou with us, if so you be And don't you hold that man bas power 
By unison of heart impelled. To baulk the Saviour, if he please? 

But so you come, or so you stay, And don't yon cry, Come, use the 
We stand by Jesus, come what may. blood, 

And cheer a disappointed God ? When the Lord pours His quickening 
love Oh,God forgive yon I Christ iacrown"d 

In hearts around ns, how we sing! And glorified at God's right hand; 
And who, like men of. truth, exalt And there, in spite of earth or hell, 

The glorious grace of Zion's King? The whole redeemed shall shoFtly 
We gather all who prize His blood, stand, 
And stand aloof, alone with God. Praising the love that held them fast, 

And lifted Lhem to heaven at last. • What! do you say your pulpits ring 
With the same Gospel? nay, friend, And so you see, while ~ours and ours 

nay ; Are different Guspels, one and none; 
The Saviour which your preachers shew 'Tis labour lost for you to ask 

Is one who cannot have His way; That our societies be one. 
'Tis somethingwith the same sweet name, No! till creation's latest groan, 
But not the Gospel, not the same. 

1 
God help us, we will stand alone. 

Galleywood, May 13, 1886. MRS, T. CHAPLIN. 

'rflE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Tlie Hi.itory of Little Faith, fc. By experimental divinity, and is worth a. 
W. Huntington. London: F. Kirby, thousand or some of the more popular 
17, Bouverie-street, Fleet-street. Cloth, sermons printed in a style consistent with 
le. 6d. This work is perhaps the most the times. 
interesting of all that Wm. Huntington Au.itralian Pa,.t-icular Baptist 1Yaga
ever wrote, and is well suited to the z-ine (double number), June, 1886. This 
feeble in Zion. Weare glad to find that is one of the most interesting numbers 
the type is bold, and the binding neat. that has ever been published of this 
Commercially speaking, the book is a magazine. It contains an account of 
marvel of cheapness ; no one, however, the fourteenth anniversary of the Par
can give a true estimate of its spiritual ticular Baptist Association of Australasia; 
worth. We hope it will command an also a short letter from Mr. J. W. Banks 
extensive circulation. respecting tho death of his beloved 

Tli,-ce Days Without Water. The father, the late editor of the EARTHEN 
substance of a sermon by Mr. C. Corn- VESSEL. Of Mr. Banks, Daniel Allen 
well, preached at Lynton-road chapel, writes (page 197):-" Death of C. W. 
Bermondsey, on March 18, 1886. One I Banks, editor of the EARTHEN V.e:SSEL. 
penny. This discourae is full of sound • ' Go ttiou also up into the mount and 
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die. And be gathered to thy fathers' 
(Deut. xxxii. 49). We have this month 
in much solemnity and most affectionat~ 
symp1tthy, to announce the peaceful 
departure from earth to heaven of the 
spirit of our much-beloved brother 
Cbltrles Watel'I' B11.nks, the editor of th~ 
EARTHEN VESSEL, who died on March 
26, 1886. We have been in close bro
therly fellowship and confidential corres
pondence, and loving spiritual unanimity 
of soul with this dear brother for thirty 
yee.rs, so that every communication of 
OUl'S went into his VESSEL, He much 
desired our article for the opening of 
1886, which we cheerfully allow, if his 
successors desire it as be did. He gave 
us many private and public invitations 
t-0 London, and longed that we might 
meet on earth; but now we cannot, for 
he is gone. We loved and helped him 
in his ministrations to the poor of the 
Lord's flock. We loved and helped him 
in bis chapel troubles; but now he needs 
no more aid of men or saints, for he is 
filled out of the fulness of God unto his 
eternal joy and holy delight. The above 
words we wrote him in a letter of sym
pathy to him at the death of his late 
beloved wife, which he named in his 
VESSEL after receiving it, and which he 
has now realised unto his everlasting 
pleasure at the Lord's right hand. We 
lovingly bid him farewell, until we also 
shall be found there by the mat,chleBB 
mercy and boundless grace of our most 
gracious God and glorious Lord." 

Gain and Loss for Clwist. A sermon 
by Mr. J. Parnell, pastor of Carmel 
chapel, Pimlico. This sermon is No. 2, 
and we hope the second link of a long 
chain of Gospel sermons which, in the 
order of God's Providence, shall flow 
from the heart 11.Dd lips of Mr. Parnell. 
This sermon, with No. 1, may be had of 
the author, 25, Trigon-terrace, Clapham
road, London; and of R. Banke & Son, 
Racquet-court, Fleet-street. Price one 
penny each. 

Honu: Rule in Ire.la,ui.-The cele
brated Dr. Dollinger says:-" Gladstone 
is to me a riddle, which I can solve only 
on the supposition that be knows little 
of Irish history, and still less of the 
character of the Irish people and of the 
spirit of the Irish priextlwod. If he 
succeeds, what a frightful legacy will he 
leave to the generations which come 
after him I It is in truth the most 
threatening crisis wbicb bas occurred in 
England during the present century. 
God grant that she may surmount it 
happily." 

.Au6tral,ian Pa1·tic'IJ,lar Baptillt Ma,ga• 
~in,,. The August number of this truth-

ful and enterprising magazine contains 
p1tpers that will be read with interest by 
friends in England. 

Rca..nnablr Christianity Statement 
of Belief. Rotherhithe: c.' H. Lemon, 
121, Hawkstone-road. There are many 
good things in this pamphlet; hut we 
c1tnnot follow the author in all that he 
therein advances, 

Amatem· Gardening. As interesting 
as ever. 

The Go.~pel Jlfagazine, This powerful 
magazine continues to display the truth 
of Christ in an interesting and forceful 
manner. 

The Immortalit·11 of C,hm·aeter. A 
sermon by P. Reynolds, pastor of Provi
dence chapel, Islington. This sermon 
like mos~ of Mr. Reynolds's public dis-' 
courses, 1s thoughtful and suggestive. 

A Jfan of 1wo Souls. A sermon by 
J. Battersby. What is in a title 7 
Much! The man referred to as posseBS
ing "two souls" is stated by James i. 8. 
Upon this text Mr. Battersby bases hie 
discourse. 

The Stepney Meeting JJiaqazine. This 
magazine contains a faithful account of 
the literary and ministerial career of the 
late beloved editor, C. W. Banke. 

Temperance Chronicle. An organ of 
great power. 

The Fireside. The current number 
contains a capital paper on music in 
churches. We are in happy sympathy 
with Bishop Pen-y as regards his view of 
musical services in the church-i.e., 
"There is 9. danger at the present time 
of music becoming in some cases a hin
drance instead of a.n aid to spiritual 
worship." 

H01ne Words. There is much profit
able reading in this little monthly, as 
also in The Day of Days. 

/Jheeri1111 Wo1·dr, for Sunday-schools. 
One half-penny monthly. Edited by W. 
Winters. 

A NOVELTY in journalism is an
nounced by Messrs. Banks & Son, of 
Racquet-court, Fleet-street. It is to be 
entitled, Public Feeling: a Weekly l!Jx• 
change of Ideas and Expression of 
'Public Opinion, and will consist entirely 
of correspondence written by the outside 
public. AI!yone having an idea to ven
tilate, a grievance to air, or an opinion 
to express, is invited to forward it for 
publication. The price will be one 
penny, and tbe first number will appear 
on Wednesday, November a. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
THE NEW BOHO CHAPEL FREE- I out the neighbourhood in whic~ they were 

HOLD ' searching for a site, they had received only 
• ' ehou t 15 replies, end not more then belf a 

The eleventh anniversary of the oBBtorate dozen of them were of any u•e. They had 
of Mr. John Boll was celebrated on Wednes- teken the matter to the Lord ror four 
day, September B, at the temporery place of, months. On the first Sundey in eech month 
worship In Albert Rooms, Whitfield-street. , they had held specie! prayer-meeting~
A large number assembled for tea at 5o'clock, specie! and to the point, for they hed sill 
after which en adjournment wee mede to the '. hymns, sill portion• of Scripture read, and 
large ball, where their numbers were rapidly I ten preyers offered in one hour and ftve 
augmented, and by 6.30, the time of the I minutes, and the prayer, of the brethren 
meeting, the specloua buildin~weswell filled, were brief and to the point (hear, hear), 
with an attentive and appreciative audience. ! and they now possessed a freehold site in the 
The platform was decorated w_itb lovely i West-end, and the a~eement with the 
bouquets as gifts and expressions of regard . Metropolitan Board of Works was signed 
from members of the Church and congrega- 'and sealed (loud applause).· He, however, 
tlon, and among others present were Mr. W. ; wanted to meet the objection which had been 
Hazelton (of-Lee), Mr. Squirrel! (of" Boon," raised by some who said," Why did they leave 
Woolwicb), Mr. R. E. Sears (of Alie-street), old Soho chapel?" They would remember 
Mr. Bernard (a visitor from America), that the suggestion to pert with it did not 
and Messrs. Thomas, Warren, Evans, sod come from tbe Church; it was the freeholder 
Moxham. Mr. Box occupied the chair, and, himself that desired them to surrender the 
after a hymn had been sunir, called upon Mr. ! fast-expiring lease, and resolved to g-ive them 
Hazelton, who read P~alm cxxxii., and Mr. a valuable consideration for it; and now 
Harsant asked the divine blessing. they bad a freehold site in 1jhat'tesbury-

The chairman then proceeding to address avenue, one of the principal thoroughfares of 
the meeting, said be wished to assure those the West, with a frontage of 41 feet and an 
present bow highly be appreciated their average depth of 84 reet, and they bad in 
kindness In paying them a visit. They were hand, after paying the purchase money of 
honoured with the presence of a Strict Bap- the freehold, £1,125, to go on huildin11: with 
tist minister from America (Mr. Bernard), from the monev they had received for the 
who bad long bad sympathy with them, and lease of the old chapel (applause). Further, 
who bad proved himself a good friend to their it should be borne in miod that they haJ the 
growing Missionary Society in India and I Freehold Trust Fund, establisheii a few years 
Ceylon (hear, bear). He saw no reason fnr [ since, now amounting to some hundreds of 
departing from the ordinary course of , pounds. That day the sketch plans had been 
making a brief statement respecli~g the past approved, and every thing would now be pro
year's work. These were not occasions for the vided for them in perpetuity, but they would 
glorification of men, but rather for the de- have to raise £3 500 more than they bad got. 
vout acknowledgment of God's goodness in It wBB the Lord1s work, and they asked those 
austalning, helping, and defending the minis- friends who had the ability to encourage and 
ter and enabling him to do the work for assist them. They were not going to put up 
which be was appointed. Personally be I an elaborately-decorated building, but they 
-0ould say truly that the" lines had fallen to meant to build a good, substantial chapel of 
him in pleasant places," even in view of his architectural beauty, and one that would be 
-ever-increasing labours, and that tb~ pBSt a credit to the denomination. He bad re
year bad been one of pleasing service among ceived many letters aod expressions of regard 
the people. All those who had contemplated that morning, among which wBB a letter 
the duties of the Gospel minister'8 office from Mr. C. H. Spurg-eon, which he ven
·knew that no man could deal lightly with tu red to read. It was as follows:-
such a cbar,i;e as the souls of men. God gave DEAR FRIEND,-May your way be prospered 
aome Churches pastors after His mind, and as to the new house of prayer, and all eiforts 
when accordin(l" to the mind only they were made in the building thereoi. :lfay the Lord"s 
likely to prove a scourge to the Church, but glory come to be seen of many thereby. I hope 
when God sent ooe after His own heart it to have a brick Jn tbe house whrn it proceeds. 
was an indicatien that He would follow with Yours \r1

;;,_ SPURGEON. 

His blessing. They had no great things to The reading of this Jetter was lollowed by boast of· probably If they were to compare 
Btatlstlcs' they would not be quite so favour- loud and continued applause. 
able 88 l~st year, yet be was 9urprised at the Mr. J o~epb Falkner, tbe treasurer to the 
manner In which they had been kept to- Building Fund, then read the belance-sbeet, 
getber, seeing that 80 many peopl~ objected Mr. Evans being called upon to address t~e 
to worship wllh them under their present meeting, spoke a few cheertol!: words, and said 
circumstances. During the past year they be thought the words in 1 Kings v. 5 appli
bad often believed that prospects were open- cable to the present circumstances," Behold, 

. ing up before them, but their hopes bad been I purpose to build a house unto the name ol 
dBShed to the ground. Out of hundreds of the Lord my God." He was an architect, 

. lettera addreBBed to the freeholders through- but bis plan was cheap. He would ask them 
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ftr,,t to keel' In mind their deslirn, it wa• to Bedford-rond), and Deards (dencon and 
build a hou•e unto the Lord; and, eecondly, i,halrmnn of the meetin,r) engaged lo p:ayer, 
let it be ('omfortable: the atiffe•l doctrine At 11.30, Mr. Bradbury prenched from 
never went down better beC'auae the •eats John x,·ii. 22. The sermon was a very 
were uncomfortable; and, lastly, in ii• con- •ph itual expo,ition of port of the chapter 
dltion let it he cleanly, though he had no culmin11tinp; In a grnnd description of th~ 
doubt that the letter port of his advice was f!lory ,riven to the Son by the Father, and 
nnneces•a1·v. the Son to His deer people. Mr. Bradbury 

Mr. &ars pointed out tb• necessity for oet forth the tru1h in a spirit of nelf
working while here, eeein11: that the corn- ahoe11,11tion, powerfull,v dlsrleimlng all eelf
mand would Roon come for u• to depert. rlp;hteousnes•, he not having a single stone 
God was bonourinp; this Church, and why? to throw at another; bis need of being clolhed 
Be<"ause the Church was willing. God wilh humility, m,t with the righteousness of 
always found work for those \\ho were wil- the Lord Jesu• Christ, whirh, sooner or hter 
ling to do it. He ventured, too, to hope that I everyone of His people ,hnll be clothed with'. 
the new sanrtuary might be opened free I He would sooner Ret out or the gutter and 
from drbl. •ewer, and speak of the liflings up, lo and to 

The Chairman ,aid that Sund&)', Sept. 12, heavenly thioR•· The difference was 'pointed 
bad been fi><ed a, e day or th•nksgiving for out between 1he prayers of the Redeemer 
the !l"oonne•s or God, and that there would be and tho•e of His people, and that confes~ion 
a apecial tha1tksgiving service in the suppliration, end thanksgiving were the tru~ 
afternoon at 3.30. conditions or pra1·er. Some very telling 

A •hort and cheering address followed by references were made to Rom, vii., John ix. 
Mr. Tbomast_who made special referfnce to 4; to 1he charRcter of Jehovah as" Ropbl" 
the word~." Yet I will not forget thee.'' Mr. '·Shammah,"" Ni~i," "Jireh/' "Tsldkenu'u 
W. K. ~quirrell •nd Mr. W. Moxham al,o &c.; el<o to Lu1b&r's 46111 P.selm, to John 
delivered cncouraginit speeches. Mr. R. E. XK,; P,nlm lxxxiv.; Rom. ,iii.; l Peter i.5 
Cureons, Mr. Henry White, end Mr. Mou le, 10; 2 Peter i.; Isa, xlvi. 13, 29; and Psa'. 
each of whom are membere of the Building ix., all poin1ing out the glory stated io the 
Committee. spoke a lew words during the text and declaratory of the Father, Soo and 
course or the evening. Holy Ghost. ' 

Promises of amounts from ls. and upwards At the three o'clock meeting Mr. J. 
were received during the meeting, and alto- Crutcher presided, when brother Noyes 
l!'elher the sum of £150 was promised to be supplicated the divine bles,ing. 
banded to the treasurer on or before Dec. Tbe cl,airman made some very pointed and 
31, 1886. bomdy remarks as to the desire rnme people 

The whole coni:n-ej!'alion joined heartily in had to beautify their own homes, but who 
singing, "All bail the power of Jesus' name," did not care for the house of God. He also 
and the very interesting proceedinl!'• of the made •ome very genial references to the/'as
evening terminated. E. J. W. W. tor, this being the lwenty-eigbth year o bis 

ministry, and the twenty-sixth year since 

.RE-OPENING OF EBENEZER, 
CLAPHAM. 

The an11ivereary and re-opening of Ebe
nezer Baptist Cllapel, Wirtem berg-street, 
Clapham, took place on Lord's-day, Sept. 5, 
1886, when brother Hand preached a faith
ful, discriminating, and pointed sermon on 
Col. i. 21 and 22, rlividiog his text into two 
heads-viz., (1) The me~itorious reconcili
ation effected by Jesus Christ; (2) The 
manifest reconciliation of his people to God. 
The pastor ( brother H. Hall) preached a 
verv warm-hearted discourse in the evening, 
from l Cor, ii. 2. 

On the following Tuesday, Sept. 7, a de
votional service wu held in the morning at 
seven o'clock, when brother Hall opened the 
meeting, after singing, by reading a very 
appropriate portion of the Word of God
namely, l Kings viii. 12-30, and suppli
cating the divine blessing upon the day's 
services. .A. friend, engaged in evangelical 
efforts in tbe d~trict, and brethren Deards, 
Hodgson, Riddle, aod the writer also pleaded 
at the throne of grace. 

At the meeting at teo o'clock, after the 
µastor bad read part of l Kings viii., brethren 
Banks (who wu also at the seven o'clock 
meeting), Cornwell, Hand, Noyes, Lee, 
Broughton (deacon), Brown (of Beboboth, 

the ereetioo of the chapel. But with refer
ence to aoy changes tbet took place in a 
cause, it was alwa_vs said it was the poor 
parson'• fault. Well, said the chairman,-
" Change and decay In all aronnd I see, 

0 ! Thou who changest not, abide with me." 
But twenty-ei~ht years loving the Gospel, 
and preaching it, oot f,aring the frowns nor 
courting the !miles of any one, was a Ioog 
lime. May it be so for maoy years to come. 
He hoped the speakers would not look at 
themst!ves, but only see Jesus. He stated 
1hat brother Myerson had writlen to say that 
he could not attend, and celled upoo brother 
Lee, who made some very warm-hearted 
re:oarks upon l Joho iii. l: "Behold, what 
mauner of love," &c. He rnid that Christ 
was a Son that always pleased His Father, 
and who said of Him," In whom I am well 
plea.•ed "; but we el«-aJs displeased Him; 
and God was not like the speaker's mother 
who, wbeo punishing him for his bad con
duct, scare, ly toudieu him, for he hardly felt 
the blow; but God spared 001 His own Son. 
We bad not enn a good thought. Tbeo 
from His l'oo He hid H Is face, so that It 
might not be bidden from us, The speaker 
referrEd lo the mercy of God to him, wheo 
be used to study Solomon's Soog so as to 
ridicule It, that He did not cut him down as 
a comberer of the ground. Now be was able 
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to go to God without fear of conscience. He 
hRd fl'lven His people a name, better than 
tbRt of sons and daughters. A striking 
Interview wos narrated between the speaker 
and B woman, who said thRt ehe could not 
love a God who lovo,d one person more than 
another, the reason being, the speaker 
pointed out, wns becnuse her heart had never 
been humbled before God. 

Mr. Tooke wos very pointed and appro
priate on Zeeb. viii., pert of ver•e 12: "For 
the eeed shall be prosperou~.'' The seed was 
Christ, as set forth In Gal. Iii. The seed 
WBB prayer, nccordlng to Psn. xxvl. People's 
actions, as stated in On!. vi. 7. He would 
rather have a full chapel, hut there WBB one 
arlvantnge in en empty one-namely, the 
preacher could not be picked to pieces; but 
prosperity wBB not always in numbers, for 
mstance, there-were numbers at the theatre, 
&c., and that was not prosperity. There 
were so many things to destroy prosperity. 
The farmer hart the rooks, the wire-worms, 
&c., but notwithstanding, sometimes the 
seed prospers, so it was spiritually. Spiritual 
prosperity was not in human learning, or 
flow of language ; he coined bis own words 
sometimes, for be bad as much right to make 
a dictionary as anyone else. A gardener bas 
no certainty, but when two or three even 
meet in the name of the Lord, there is pros
perity. If a preacher makes fifteen mistakes 
in a quarter of an hour, it is a good thing, 
because it lets him see what sort of a man be 
is, and so there may be prosperity. 

Mr. Parnell spoke on 2 Cbron. xxiv. 4: 
"Joash was minded to repair the house of 
the Lord." He called attention to the con
sultation, the proclamation, the suitable 
provision, the chest, the workmen employed, 
the suitable vesseh mentioned in the chapter, 
epiritualisin~ each point as applicable to the 
house of God, the Church, and people. 

Mr. Lynn, in a short address, as the time 
was rapidly passing away, marle some very 
heart-stirring and eloquent remarks on Psa. 
lxxi. 17: "0 God, 'fbou hast taught me 
from my youth ; and hitherto have I declared 
Thy wondrous works," instancing bis own 
case BB having been taught in the letter, and 
be hoped, also, somewhat in the Spirit, de
claring, very pointedly, that God does not 
teach theoretically, but practically in the 
heart, the mind, the soul, &c. 

Mr. Bush offered some affectionate re
marks on Pse. cxv. 17, 18, made appropriate 
references to Psa. Ixix,, and Heb. x. to xiii., 
on redemption by tbe blood of Christ, faith, 
holiness, reconciliation, and humility. 

Mr. Winters considered that the two 
hours of solid divinity and of fruits unto holi
ness were something ver_v considerable. 

Peeling and telling references were made 
lo Mr. Bradbury's sermon in the morning, 
and an ascription of prnise was offered to 
God for His grace which humbles, crumbles, 
but yet elevates believer• in Christ. 

The pastor expressed the thanks of the 
meelfog to the chairman, who closed the 
service with prayer. 

At 6.30, Mr. J. Hazelton preached a very 

instructive and spiritual sermon from Acts 
xxii. 7, 8. The followlng were some of the 
obsarvationsof the preacher. Every circum
stance connected with Paul WM very in
structive. The Lord kne1v the names, 
lodging•, etc., of ell Hia people. Our God 
can do R great deal of work in a very little 
time. Paul bad a personal view of bi,, 
personal Lord, and it is essential that every 
apo•tle should see J e•u•- Snul of Tarsus •aw 
Him-whether in the air, or wJere, he knew 
not. Paul soon experienced the truth of !be 
words," I will show Him how great things 
he must suffer for My name's sake." He 
WB!I soon chased from place to place by hie 
persecutors; but surely Paul was very meek, 
and spoke in a very meek manner. The 
preaeher then considered, Firslly, the glori
ous conqueror. "I am~ Jesus, whom thou 
persecutes!." "I that •peak in righteous
ness, mighty to save." These words are 
infinitely important as referring to Jesus 
Christ, to man, and to the devil also." " I 
profess to believe in His name, and He pro
fesses to save me everywhere," said the 
preacher. Might and strength might have 
been used to get a man out of prison; but 
that would be illegal. However, a wealthy 
man could pay the prisoner's debt; so Chril!t 
did. He sati,fied every claim, every require
ment. He is Lord of all, in heaven, earth, 
and hell, and also of any other wor Id. Yes, 
of more worlds than this. Bless God for 
connection with the other world, and for 
leading a military life here. There is not an 
evil but what Cbri,t checks. His eye is 
always upon it. Every foe be chains and 
restrains. The blacke;,t He restrains, The 
holiest is His. IIe is Lord of the heart. Be 
believed that a li11:bt entered Paul's heart, 
when he was struck to the ground. Life 
comes with light, a light peculiar to Christ's 
righteousness. He is the living bread, ell 
alive. Christ did not snatch the sword from 
Paul's band; but when J:le spoke it dropped 
from bis grasp. The surrounding people 
end Christ's personal work upon Paul's 
heart. When Christ comes to a poor sinner 
He finds the place in a dirty state, for the 
devil is an unclean spirit. Secondly, the 
captive. It takes as much grace to save a 
man from false reli!tion as from immorality. 
Paul followed the dictates of bis conscience. 
God and conscience is our guide after all. 
There is a great preaeher in England now 
teaching that regeneration is progressive. 
Spiritual birth is effected in a moment, or 
Paul coul<l not have called Him " Lord, and 
what wilt Thou llave me to do"!" Thirdly, 
the willing captive. It is not every captive 
tbet is captivated by his conqueror; but 
everyone here is. "Soo, give Me thine 
heart." Let my Father say this, and I will 
reply,-

" Here's my bee.rt, Lord, take and seal it, 
Seal it from Thy courts •bove." 

Fourthly, the inq llir_v. Ignorance does not 
rny My Lord. Paul bad not gone so far as 
that at fil'st, not knowing whether the hand 
would smite, or whether the Lord would 
smile upon him. Fifthly, the answer. 
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"Why pel'!lecuteot thou M'e," wa, effi!ctlvely 
dwell upon. 

The hnlnnre required to meet the e,ttmnted 
eq,enReS (£SO) of repefr•, &c, wa• obtained, 
and nl.., R few pounds for defrnying the co,t 
of a few ex Ire item,. 

C. 0RTNBR. 

[We ere deeplJ• grateful to brother C. 
Ortner for bis excellent report, and trust 
that the presence end ble!'Sin11; of Almighty 
God mey be realised by him for mnny yeal'8 
to come, nlso by our belove<l hrother Henry 
Hnll, end hi• friends et Ebeoezer, Wirtem
berg-street. Clepham.- En. 

SAMUEL FOSTER, OF STURRY. 
To the Edito1' of " The Ea,·Oum Va,el." 

DEAR BROTHER WINTBRS,-Having 
known 8amuc-l Foster of Sturn, near 
Cnnterbury, for nenr fi(ty years, 111id being 
cl011ely etteched to him, I snatched e 
day lest moo th end went down to see him, 
in companv with mv beloved wife. For 
thirty-six ~;ears, thi• ·october, he bes been 
confined to his home, end the l!'ff&ter pert 
of that time to his bed_ Snmuel Foster, by 
trade, was a smith; end over forty years ego 
I heard the late Wm. Gnrrerd, of Leiceeter, 

Gospel Magazine, the Zion's Witnea, 
and other magnzlnes of truth and GORpel 
experi•nce, through which he holds eweet 
converee with the Lord and His eervanb 
and wntchei, the vnrlou• movements ol 
minlstere In prenchfog the GORpel, and plend1 
wilh the Lord for His blessing to go with 
and rest upon them. John Hunt Lynn (of 
Porest-p;nle), John Tai•lor (of Bermondsev), 
AbrahaRl Howerd (of Croydon) know him 
well. 

Should you, my denr brother Wlnten, ever 
be in thnt delightful pnrt of the county of 
Kent, I hope you will •train a point, nnd pay 
him a vfalt. 

Your faithfully, 
JOHN WATERS BANKS, 

[Samuel Foster, of Slurry, near Cnnter
bury-by the length of time we have known 
his nnme, an~ R little of his trying career
seems to us to have suffered In body longer 
then any other living Christian. We thould 
much like to see him in person before his 
spirit enters the rest eternal. We hope, 
however, that our dear brother, Mr. J. W. 
Banks, will be furnished with means to help, 
the Lord's Poor, Samuel Foster, in par
ticular, being one of them.-EDITOR.] 

eey to him, "8emuel, if J>OU do not leave uff TROWBRIDGE.-The 70th anniversary 
beetinl!" that iron it will beet you." For of Zion, was held on Tuesday, Sept. 7. Mr. 
thirty-six ~•ears he has been laid aside, end Popham, of Brighton, preached morning and 
is often in l!"reat bodily pain, but he is a evening; and Mr. Hemmington, ofDevizes, 
livinir wimes;; of the faithfulness of God to in the afternoon. Mr. Varder, of Yeovil, 
His promise-" I will never leave thee, nor ! end Mr. Smith, of Uffington, taking part, 
forsake thee." The many marvellous dis- The cause of truth here is very prosperous, 
pensations of Providence on his behalf, end the chapel accommodates about 600; nearly 
the numerous sil!"nol answers to prayer, every sitting is let, nod the power of the 
testify of the lovinl!"kindness of the Lord. Spirit accompanies the preached Word. On 
OccesionellJ>, visitors to Remsgete end Mar- this occasion, friends came in from Liverpool, 
gute used to run in end have a look et him; Exeter, Cernarvon, Oxoo, Berks, Hanis, 
this Summer he has not had one call_ No Somerset, end the adjacent towns end vii
one need fear going to eee him, not even the leges of Trowbridge, beside. Mr. end Mrs. 
most fastidious. He is kept clean end corn- John Axford, from New York, America. 
fortehle, end, to look et him, no one would The large school-room was filled by persons 
think that be often bes to wonder where the taking tee, wuile many enjoyed the b!l!'pi
next supply is to come from. Over the telity ol Mr. and Mrs. Applegate.-J. W. B. 
mentlepiece, ia hi• bedroom, ere a quantity 
of photographs of minister& end friends 
who have been to see him. Nearly every
thing upon his bed, end around him, bee 
been presented to him by friends at different 
times, as the Lord has inclined them ; so his 
needs have been supplied. If any lovers of 
the truth of the Go-pel ere in that direction, 
it will, I am sure, well repay them for a visit 
to hi• chamber. It greatly cheers him to 
eee a Christian friend drop in now end again, 
end ho!J a little conversation on the best of 
ell subjects. Should any be induced to run 
down and see him, they would only have five 
minutes' walk from t,!turry station, on the 
South Eeslern Railwoy, or just two miles 
from Canterbury. 

8o far as posei ole I a hall ever bear him in 
mind, as the Lord puts it in the hearts of His 
people to l,elp me so to do. My late deer 
father a11d Samuel Foster were united to
gether b.v the love of Christ, end now one is 
gone to Lio rest Ille other i.o anxious tc. follow. 
Samuel'• comi:,anions are the bible, the 
hymn-book, the EABTHBN VESSEL, the 

ARTILLERY - STREET. - The 25th 
anniversary of the Strict Baptist Church 
meeting in this place of worship was cele
brated on Tuesday, Sept. 7. Brother G, W. 
Shepherd preached an excellent sermon in 
the afternoon, after which a l!'OOd company 
of friends sat down to tee. In the evening 
Mr. James Lee, presiding, read the Word of 
God, end Mr. T. House offered prayer. After 
the chairman's introductory speech, which 
was very sincere, earnest, and savoury, Mr. 
Sliepher<I spoke on the spirit end life of the 
words of Jesus, Mr. Cornwell on the ilpirit 
of truth, Mr. Reynolds on the spirit of 
adoption, Mr. Winters on the spirit of life, 
Mr. Seers on the fruits of the spirit, and Mr. 
Evens on the quickening spirit. The 
speeches were very edi(ving to believers and, 
we hope, glori(viog to God. There are some 
worthy men of God in thi, cause who know 
the truth, and know also bow to value tho"8 
men who try lo preach it. Brethren MUI•, 
Applegate, end others, were active in making 
the meeting succeseful.-ED-
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MR. J. HAND'S SEVENTH 
ANNIVERSARY. 

Special services were held on Sept. 16, at 
Princes-row (Rehoboth), Plmllco, to com
memorate Mr. J. Hand'• sevenlh anniversary 
88 pastor. Mr. G. W. Shepherd preached in 
the afternoon from Rev. xv. 3. 

A large number BBi down to tee, payment 
for which wns on the volunlery principle. 

At the evening meeting, al 6.30, the 
chapel WBO full. Brolher Hand (the pastor) 
woe in the chair. Brother Wilson (of Mount 
Zion) ond brother Lee were unoble to pre,ide 
hut the laller euppllcated the ble~sing of th~ 
Triune Jehovah, that the Holy Spirit might 
descend upon the paetor and people preeen t. 
Brethren Wilson and Lee sent end left 
donations to the cause. • 

Tbe Cbeirmeo expressed words of welcome 
and tbenkfulne,, to tbo•e present. 

Brother Griffith made solid and staid 
remarks upon Merk ix. 41, "Because ye 
belong to Christ," Could we say we belonged 
to Christ? What were the resulls of be
longing to Christ 1 Happy were those who 
could say so. There were two kinds of 
faith, duty-faith and saving-faith, Reference 
WBB made to the late brother James Wells' 
sermon et tbe Surrey Gardens on " The rigb t 
faith." The tree always falls the way it 
leBDs, so do they always leaning on Christ. 
The CIJristian belongs to Christ by (1) Elec
tion, (2) Redemption, (3) Regeneration, and 
( 4) Glorifica lion. 

Brother Cornwell said that there were no 
bounds round Mount Zion like Mount Sinai 
to keep poor sinners away. The speake; 
described bis travels down the 25Lb chapter 
of Proverbs until be came to the 25th verse 
"As cold waters to B thirsty soul, ,o is good 
news from e far country." I. The good 
news. 2. Qualification therein, 3. Origin 
thereof. 4. People concerned therein. I. 
Nothing new but the Gospel, end something 
always new in it, 2. Discrimination neces
sary. Whet was good to one person was not 
good to another naturally, so it was spiri
tually, Ahab made a fool of himself in bis 
treatment, &c., of Miceiab. The fault was 
not in the prophet, or God, but et Ahab's 
own door. The Gospel news was only good 
to those who knew something of it for them
selves. 3. From a far country-heai,en. 
As there were two faiths, duty end saving 
faith, so there were two redemptions; the 
redemption of the children of Isrnel out of 
the bands of the Egyptians, also the redemp
tion of Christ's people eternally. The speaker 
gave an account of en amusing interview 
with e writer In a BriKton publication, who 
st_yled himself as Anti pas, 11 F. D." (Defender 
of the Feith). This writer celled himself 11 
C!hristadelpbien, ond hnd written on the 
11 Birth, Life, and Death of the Devil." 4. 
There were three places for news-from 
heaven, earth, end bell. God held authority 
from heaven, the Phet·isees on earth, end the 
devil from hell. 

At this stage of the meeting one of the 
deacons banded a donalion of £JO to the 
pastor, ond reed out the items of the years 
IICcount• of receipts and eJtpenditure. 

Brother Dearsley spoke welii:bllly and 
stirringly on Psalm Klv., especially ver•e lo; 

Brolher Batlson offered @Orne remnrk• on 
Psalm I. 2, '' Out of Zion, the perfection of 
beauty, God hath shir.ed." 

Brother Adams spoke encouragin(!'IV on 
I Sam. ~ii. 12, "Hitherto helh the °Lord 
helped us," which woulrl suit the pnstor and 
people. A very effeclionate reference waa 
made to the late brother .Beazley, whom the 
•peaker had known for 25 years ; be sew 
him several times during his illness, and the 
las.t time, e week before be died, he said: 
" Good-bye; I shall be in glory before you • 
perhaps it will not be long before He call~ 
you." The speaker concluded by a kind 
reference to the pBOtor, and urged the people 
to help him with their prayers at home, and 
their presence at, chapel. . 

The chairman expre&'!l!d bis thanks to those 
present for their presence and help, and tbe 
desire for the " unity of the spirit in the bond 
of peace." He proposed a vote of thanks to 
the ladies for their assis1ance, which brother 
Dearsley seconded, and concluded the meeting 
with prayer. C. 0RT~ER. 

GrayshoH-roo.d, L&vender-hlll, S. W. 

SUFFOLK, MENDLESIIAM-GREEN', 
-Anniversary services were held in con
nection with this united end happy cause of 
truth on Lord's-day, September 12. Three 
sermons were preached by Mr. W. Winters 
to excellent CODJ?regations; several friends 
from the •urrounding Chu re bes were present. 
On the following day the young friends 
decorated the cbapd with a variety of flowers 
and fruit. In Lhe afternoon brother R. A. 
H uxbam read 2 Cor. iii. and prayed, and 

·brother Charles Bill preached e superior 
sermon, full of thought and weighty trut!J, 
from Deur. xxxiii. 3; after which, about 160 
set down to tee. In the evening Mr. W. 
Winters presided. Mr. D. Dickerson reud 
Psalm !xv., and Mr. Jabez Hart offered 
earnest prayer. Mr. Kpell gave an excellent 
address on the true seeker after God; }lr. 
HuxbRm was interesting and encouraging 
on the love ead glory of God; Mr. Garra, d 
spoke many good things relating to tbe 
natural and spiritual harvest, and Mr, 
Dickerson made a capitol closing address 
which all appreciated. Brethren F. J. 
Runneckle,; and H. T. Hart, with other 
friend,, assisted in making the meeting a 
success. Collections amounted to £7 I ls. 
2~d. We hope the Cburcb here will lon,r oe 
spared unitedly together, and that God will 
send them in dne course a pastor airer His 
own heart, and He shall have all the glory. 
Amen.-En. 

SWINDON.-Our friend, Mr. Eddison, of 
Rochdale, preached end administered 1t1e 
ordinance of believers' baptism at Rehoborb, 
on Wedoesday, September 2-2. 

SURREY TABERNACLE. - Wo ea.II at mo
tion to the aunouucewsnt on the cover of the 
anniver~t1.ry !!-4tl'Vices. \Ve trust they will pruve 
o. tiweor rerrcsbing. Mr. Dolbey is to pread.1 in 
the afternoon. and a pnblic meeting is to be t·elc! 
in the evening. 
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SOUTH RACKNEV.-Speldhul'!!t-roRd I noon eervlce the tenchel'II of the school lfaTe 
rlrnpel i• now rinsed to the Strict RRptist I the members of the Chut"('h R free lnvi!alfon 
drnomln11tion. So lon11: es I he,·e known I to t•ke teR with them. Event nee theoehool 
tJ,e pl&ce end been connec-ted with it-Rbout hllS been opened, it has, with 8 few excep. 
ten years-I have often heard it •eld that" it I liom, purmed the even tenour of Its way, 
oui;rht never to hRve been slarted; it he11:an , and never stood still for any l'f'ason whet. 
In a wrong spiril; it woulri not prosper," &c. I ever. The good seed ol the kinlfdom hes 
A hove twelve years ago my late dear f&ther , been sown in faith, and there le not the feast 
"•• pre••ed to take it; he )·ielded, and doubt but thet mRny will, In dav• to come 
tonk the whole re•pon•ibility ol it, end thus thank Ord for Spe\<lhunt-road Sundav! 
r•lieved •ome of R irreat burden, which •rhool. At the evming service brother 
ttm:etened ~heir do~esti~ ro~fort. Whether, 1 Jonathan Elsey preeched the closin!f sermon 
11t In• thm time of hfe, with h1• already nume- to the Church and admloislered the ordi
rou, responsibilities, he wns wise in so doing n&nce of the Lord's Supper end the officer, 
l will not_ venture to say. I •hould be the of the Chul"<'h gove to each' member a lett,~ 
ver-· last 10 oil lhe world to l'ast any reflec- of dismissal to any Church of the rnme faith 
tion on bis actions. He did take it, end he and order. The chapel we,well filled morn. 
knew it, end 1 know it too. But now, in1t anrl evening. The collections taken 
among the '· all thin~•," it is 11:one. There were devoted to our needy brethren and 
have been some hnppy •eaoons enjoi·ed in the sisters.-JoHN W. BANXB. 
place; some have been born aizein there, and 

THE SALVATION ARMY. 
DEAR BROTHBR,-Tbinking it not im

probable you or your correspondent may get 
taken to task by some well-meaning pel'!!On 
for brother J. Bonney's excellent remarks 
on the so-called Salvation Army, I eend you 
the followin11: notes :-Boston was, I believe, 
one of Mr. Booth's first, and, for some time 
strongest holds, being protected by law, and 
admired by all classes of the professin11: 
Church. But for my part J never could be
lieve the movement bad the least shade of 
the fear of God in it. Many times were my 
senses shocked on reading their " blood and 
fire" bills, and hearing their drums and 
songs on God's holy day, 

For a time they appeared to be carrying 
all before them everywhere; but where are 
tbe poor deluded creatures now? Not one, 
I believe, who first joined them, might now 
be seen wilb them, and instead of their being 
counted by the thousand in their processions2 
they might often be counted on the ends or 
one's fingere.-J. BOLTON. 

they are lh•ing proofs of thi• fart. The 
Saturday e\'eniuiz prever-meetini;r bM often 
been the most profitable service of the week. 
The Sunday-school, on the whole, bllS been 
carried on successfully for over eie.ht yea!'!!. 
A brief account of the closin11; services, we 
know. is looked for. which are as follows:
On Saturday, August 21, the la,t prayer
:neeting was held in the place. It was 
started eiizht years ago in May last. Some 
who ~an with us soon waned. Takin11: a 
11:feat deliJ!h t in this service, we do not think 
we were absent t"'entv time~ from its com
mencement till it elosed. On this occasion 
Mr. Copeland, of Bethnal-green, presided, 
and about twelve bretbrenengalffd in prayer. 
It was a very sacred opportunity, the place 
was filled with people and the presence of the 
Master was realised. On Sunday, tbe :.!2nd, 
nur last day in the place, a prayer-meetin!!
was held in the morning, presided over by 
Mr. John Mum ford, our senior deacon; the 
chapel wes lull; the brethren prayed in the 
11pirit, and a solemn awe per,·aded the minds 
of all present. At the close of the morning 
ser,•ice, Mr. Widdows, the purchaser, made a 
few remarks, declaring his intention of pro- WALTHAM ABBEY.-Harvest thanks
mulgatinJ! the doctrines of grace. Tue after- giving service• were held on Tbureday, 
noon was devoted to a children's service, the September 9. Brother F. C. Holden, pastor 
teachers taking farewell of the children, of Elim, Limehouse, preached in the after
with an addreSl! 1,y the superintendent, the noon a Gospel sermon, full of weighty spiri• 
purport of which was that no false ( i.e., tual comfort, from Psalm cxlv .15. The text 
Arminian) doctrine bad been inculcated. was expressive of dependence upon God and 
Aller this every child was prestnted with a of faith in God, also of lhe fulness, freeneBB, 
lilound Look, with e. printed inscription end faithfulness of God. A public tea was 
notifyinJ! tile eveol; the prestntations were served in the schoolroom. In the evening 
made by our fa'thful teachers, the Misses brother Baldwin presided, end bavin11: read 
Morton, Rus.tll, end Jay; Mr. Thomas Pealm Ixv., brother J emes Lee offered very 
Cadel, the •ecretary, on behalf of tbe earnest praver. Mr- Baldwin spoke of hu 
teacbere, presented the superintendent with attachment" to the cause at Ebenezer, which 
en inkstand a. a ·'small token of their love af!eclion,we rejoice to say, bes grownduriog 
and esteem." '!his tou,-hiog circum•tance tbe past fifteen years, and which will not die 
was a si!rprise to us. Having worked bar- at death. Mr. Baldwin gave a suitable 
moniou,ly togetllel' for some time, in the best address on the Harvest, as did also brethren 
of •pirite ,without a jarring note, the uacbers, Langford, Kemp, Holden, Lovelock, Thomes, 
Messro, Abd, Cadel, and Cleaver, witll the and J. W. Banks. The services of the day 
three young ladies above referred to, united were much enjoyed by the friends present. 
in thi• their expreiisfon of altachment to us, We heartily thank our brother Mr. Holden 
and we, in ecknowledgw,nt, llrartily thanked I and bis good friends for their presence and 
tliem for this urnrked and pr actieal expression help. The Lord shall he praised. 
of Christian love. Al tbe close of tbe after- --
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JOHN CALVIN'S HOUSE. 
To find the hou•e where John Calvln lived 

from 1643 to 1564 wa• not difficult. It ie 
ettuated to the We•t of the Cathedral and I• 
No. 11, Rue de Chanoine•. You enter from 
the narrow elreet by a large gateway, com
mon to Lulldln!!'s of Importance at that time. 
When Inside, and lookln!!' round on the 
different rooms, you cannot help but think 
of the busy life led br the reformer, and the 
letters 80 lnfluentia for !!'Ood that were 
written there to the different struggling 
Churc~e•, in Switzerland, Germany, Prance, 
England, Scotland, and Holland-guiding 
and encouraging them to go forward, making 
no compromise with Rome. Also to think 
of the conferences held there witb Beza, 
Pare!, and all tbe other men of God engaged 
in the conflicts of the lime. The place 
seemed so hallowed, and lain would one dwell 
there for a time to get the whole hi•tory of 
the Reformation re-read within its walls. 

It is now used by the Government of 
Geneva a• the" Bureau de Selubrities," and 
it seems still occupied in doing good work; 
the telegraphic wires stretch across from ~ide 
to side, and the cleanstateof the town testifies 
to its usefulness, and in the night you hear 
the rush of water through the sewers. and 
abundance of water on the streets as well, in 
the heat of the day. Nothing unpleasant 
attracted my attention, asis often the case in 
continental cities. There is an active, stirring 
population of 50,000; and the great improve
ments going on will soon make it a most 
ple119ant residence. The people seem very 
courteous and humane. I observed on board 
the steamer, before we left the pier, that 
when the sparrows came about our feet, 
the boys put their hands in their pockets for 
crumbs, and not for stones. Several monu
ments are about the city in different parts: 
one to the Duke of Brunswick, who left 
20 millions of franc• to the town on con
dition of this monument being erected to 
him. It is only a memory of the man's 
conceit, but John Calvin expressed the desire, 
"Let no stone mark my resting-place;" and 
It i• uncertain in which part o' the Plain 
Palais Cemetery bis body lies, but bis monu
ment is the city, the lake, the enduring work 
of livinl{ witnesses to the truths be taaght. 
More than 50 colporteurs are now engaged 
in circulating the Scriptures and wbole
eome religious literature in the countries 
around. A ble!ISed movement was in gracious 
operation among the students at the time 
of our visit, and along the shores of the 
lake, right round by Vevey, Clarens, many 
of the children ol God are gathered together 
in lovin!!' fellowship, and using these quiet 
restlngllaces as cen Ires from which to help 
on the ord's work in difl'eren t lands, 

DALSTON .-The hBrvest thanksgiving 
services were held at Forest-road, Dalston, 
on Lord's-day, September 12, and Tueroay, 
September 14. The p11Stor, Mr. Porter, 
preached on Lord's-day morning from Ruth 
U. 2, " Let me now go to the field and glean 
ears of corn after Him In whose sight I shall 
ftnd grace," and In tile evening from 1,1:att. 

xiii. 30, " The barve•t i• the end of the world 
and the reoper• are the •ngels.'' Good con~ 
gregntlons gnthered both on thi• occa•ion 
and on the week-day, when brother Hunt 
Lynn rli,coursed grAphically and sweetly on 
the "Joni! patience of the hu•handm•n " 
(Jame• v. 7). The friends of the cauoe here 
had brought many tokens of their affection 
to the God of Providence, an,I in gifts of 
fruit, flowers, etc., which abounded, ,howed 
their appreciation of the labours of the Lord', 
•ervant•. The evening meeting was addre•sed 
by brethren Dearsly, Hunt Lynn, Sinden, 
Elsey, Mobbs, Reynolds, and Sears. The 
full attendance, the hearty service of praise, 
the gifts in kind and in money, and the 
spiritual blessing accompanying the service, 
made it an especial occa.•ion of remem bra nee. 
Perbap• it Is not often that the addresses are 
all so appropriate, so full of thankrul •pirit, 
so suggestive, and 80 honouring of tba grace 
of God, as were those at this service. 

WOOLWICH.-ENoN. The re-opening 
of this ancient chapel, after being closed for 
repairs, took place on Lord's-day, August 
15. The pastor, Mr. W. K. i"quirrell, 
preached morning and evening. On the 
following Tuesday, Mr. J. Box preached an 
excellent sermon, after which a large number 
of friend• sat dewn to tea. At the eveeing 
meeting Mr. J. Cattell presided. Able ad
dresses were given by brethren Anderson, 
Box, Copeland, and Parnell, and we had , he 
joy of the presence and prayers of our be
loved and aged brother, Mr. Meeres, under 
whose ministry the pastor of Enon was called 
by grace. The entire cost of alterations,&:~., 
bas risen from .£215 to .£250; but through 
the goodness of the Lord, and kindness of 
lovers of Zion, we rejoice to say the whole 
amount, save a few pounds, bas come to band. 
The pastor and people take thi• opportnnity 
of thanking the many helpers in this good 
work. We acknowledge the same as an 
answer to much earnest 'prayer, and find in 
it an incentive to future labours.-W. K. S. 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH.-The Sunday. 
school anniversary was held on July 25, when 
Mr. W. Winters preached three sermons to 
a large number of people. The secretary's 
report, read by Mr. Winters, was as follows: 
Number of children in the school, girl,, 86; 
boys, 65; removed by death, 1 ; total, 151. 
Number of children that have entered the 
school since its commencement, 1,263. Bal
ance left in the bands of the treasurer last 
yelll' (1885), 14•. ll!d, Collected at the last 
anniversary, £9 53. 8d. Collected for tea, 
.£2 lOs. lid. Total, .£12 lls. 0½<I. Expended 
(1885-6) for books, repairs, school treat, &:c., 
.£12 19s. 7d. Due to the treasurer, 8s. 6&d, 
Collections during the day, £9 12•. 5Ll. 
Friends from Rushden, Raunds, ~barn brook, 
and other places, were present; and, above 
all, the Lord's presence and blessing was 
realised by many. The beloved deacon, 
auperintendent, teachers, and friends, were 
all united, happy, and active in making the 
services a success, and with whom we spent 
1 very enjoyable season.-ED. 
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PECKHAM.-We sincerely hope II pro•• 
perous future Is In •lore for the Church 111 
Zion, Heeton-rosrl. Mr. Haffll!nt, from the 
!'OUntv of Norfolk. hRs been preaching to 
them ·with e!'Ceptance, Rnd they have felt 
dlrl'<'ted to 11,"lve him RD im,ite for •ix months. 
8uftolk end Norfolk have sent up •ome ex
cellent minister•, deecon,, end memheMI, to 
our London Strict Baptist Churches, and we 
trust that, for Heaton-ro11d, this m11y prove 
to be a truth, es well as a happy choice, and 
thet the Lord's hand may be seen in bringing 
him (Mr. H.) emong,it them. He is well
grounded in the doctrines of the Gospel, and 
lies a reedy utterance, and feelingly tells out 
the varied experieMes of God's tried f•mily. 
Our prayer i• that he may be guided by the 
Holy Spirit in unfolding tile Scriptures of 
truth, to the edification of the Church, and 
the gathering in of others in that thickly
populated suburb. On Tuesday, September 
21. soecial services were held in aid of the 
building fund. Mr. Holden delivered a 
eermon in the afternoon from the words. 
" Which holdeth our •oul in life, and sufferetb 
not our feet to be moved " ( Ps11. !xvi. 9), 
and spoke of the immovability and irreversi
bilitv of the covenant of Jehovah towards the 
wboleelectionofgrace. In tbe evening Mr. 
Harsent presided, and spiritual addresses 
were delivered by Meosrs. G. W. Thomas, 
F. C. Holden, J. H. Lynn, Preston Davies, 
and F. J. Harsent. The subject for the 
speaking was, "Behold the L11mb of God," 
which wa~ spoken to in His various offir.es. 
Mr. Squirrell was prevented from being 
present through family aflliction.-J. W. B. 

KINGSTON-ON-THAMES.-Tbe 41st 
anniversary of Providence Baptist chapel, 
Richmond-road, WB6 commemorated on 
September 6, when two sermons were 
preached, that in the afternoon by Mr. 
Holden, from Psa. cxv. 18. He spoke of the 
blessing which tbe Lord has bestowed on us. 
When so maay uncertain sounds proceed 
from the mou tbs of false preachers, who 
care nothing for the flock of God, it is a 
blessing to haven man like our brother Bush 
amongst us, for whom the Lord bas, from 
time to time, wonderfully helped to proclaim 
a full and free salvation for poor sinners. 
We might well say, with David, in reviewing 
the past, "But we will bless the Lord from 
this time forth, end for evermore." Mr. 
Clark, in the evening-, spoke from Ezek. 
xxxiv. 26. We feel to want of these bles
sings, for what could we do without even 
one blessing-namel,v, I.Jope? If we bad 
nol a good hope we should be of all men the 
most mLierable. We bad an excellent tea 
between the services, and good collections.
W. J. BRIGHT. 

BRA.DFORD-ON-A. VON.-On Wednes
rlev. tiept,mber 15, we visited this cause of 
trutb, wl.Je~e the Gospel bas been preacbed 
for nearly two centuries, the chapel being 
ouilt in 1689. A.mong its recent pastors 
were Mr. Hawkin• and M.r. tipencer. It is 
e clean and comfortable sanctuary of the old 
type, and will accommodate about 600 per-

sons. Our brother J11mes Clark (l11te of 
Wandsworth) is g,,lng there for twelve 
months, end we on thl• occasion united with 
the friends in pr11yer th&t he m11y be made a 
gre11t bleMing to the Church end the town of 
Bradford. The meeting was presided over by 
Mr. Everet, and Mr. England, though over 
four-!!COre years, re11d the hymns In II cle11r 
distinct voice, and still takes en actlvJ 
interest in the cause.-J. W. B. 

BROUGHTON, NEAR MELKSHAM.
We are gl11d to be able to record an addition of 
eight, live by baptism, to the Church here 
under the c11re of Mr. Mortimer, who bu 
for many ye11rs been a pre11chcr of the Gospel 
in thi• bis native village; and we trust tliat 
Mr. West, wbo is also a n11tlve of the e11me 
place, and who is constantly engaged in the 
work of the ministry, may prove to be a good 
help-meet to hie p11stor: like J on11tb11n 11nd 
David, they are united in the Lord's service, 

ON JOINING A CHURCH. 
In continuation of my remarks on tbia 

head I would say. What II privilege doth 
Christ call Hie people to the enjoyment 0£ 
when, by His grace He m•nifests Ibey 11n: 
joined in myetic union with Himself? Laye 
bare the purposes of His love which He barl 
towards them ere time His couree began. 
Some, nay, most of those who re11d this, know 
experimentally what this include•, so f11r u 
we can know this sicle the grave, for-

" Po.rt be.ve croased the flood1 And part a.re crossing now.' 
Another c11se of irregularity occurs to me, 

as illustrating wh11t needs mending as to 
some of our Churches respecting the admis
sion of members. A Christian man made 
application to join a Church of our denomina
tion. A private meeting of the minister and 
bis two deacons was held. One of the Eleacone 
mentioned that about two ye11rs previously 
the applicant bad suddenly left the chapel 
during the readiog of a sermon one Sabbath 
morning service ( a practice observed some
times in the absence of the paetor). For 
this offence (!) it was privately adjudged 
among them tbet his application be refused. 
Tbis was accordingly done without 11ny refer
ence to the Church. Although Christ is his 
Shepherd, he is still unfolded. 

Now, I know it is not well; to be "a 
troubler In Israel," but in cases of this kind 
there seems no other way, than by exposure, 
to deter their recurrence. It may at the 
time be considered that such conduct may 
be pursued with impunity, yet it is whole
some for the children of God to be reminded 
that the eye of their heavenly Father is upon 
them, and that their duty to their fellow
wembers of the flock forbids such doings. 
If it be, and it is, a privilege to join the 
Church milit&ot, what an injustice is here 
committed. Every bumen arrangement is 
liable to failure, but the Scripture is clear 
when confession of failure is made. May 
the great Head of the Chureb grant wi~dom 
to those who are appointed overseers here 
below, so that everything may be done 
•;decently and io order."-W. C. B. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF MY GOD. 

BY JOHN BOLTON, 

THB PALI, OP MAN, 

BuT this felr Eden blooms no more; 
Al88 I her once eweet fregmo t flower 

Now bears the seeds of death. 
Her fairest welks ere 'midst the tombs; 
Where once •he ehed her sweet perfume11, 

Now blows the serpent's breath. 
How soon from God did Adam go! 
How soon he felt the dreadful blow I 

The blow wbleh conscience gave. 
In vain be sought to hide bis face, 
Fain would he hide bis sad disgrace, 

To save him from the grave. 
Stem justice, close upon hie heel!,· 
God's awful voice be hears and feels, 

Pursuing in the chase. 
He look• this way and that to tly ; 
But oh! that fierce omniscient Eye, 

Finds out his hiding-place. 
The guilty pair now stand condemned, 
Each hope• the other might be blamed, 

But both mu,t bear the woe. 
The ground is cursed for Adam's sake, 
And death ere long bis house must shake, 

And deal the fatal blow. 
A flaming sword, too, keeps the way 
Of life's fair tree, both night and day, 

Lest man should dare intrude? 
But there's a way to all unknown, 
Save to the glorious great Three One, 

By ancient covenant blood. 

THB PIRBT PROlllIBB. 

TBB covenant long since ordered well, 
Begins its wondrous tale to tell, 

In this dread time of need. 
Man who's incurred the wrath of heav'n, 
For which he's out the garden driven, 

Hears of the promised seed. 
His fig-leaf robe is rent in twain, 
Beast free from sin must now be slain, 

To clothe the guilty pair. 
How sweet the Gospel thus held forth, 
Showing bis sorrow, pain, and worth, 

Who comes man's grief to hear. 
The flesh, the blood, the skins of beast, 
All pointed to the Gospel least, 

In Christ the slaughtered Lamb. 
And every grace-taught prie,t and king, 
Who'd learned by faith His name to sing, 

Owned HIM the great I AM. 
On fler;v- wings each prophet flies, 
They dip their pens in nature's dyes, 

To show the Saviour's worth. 
They rooge the vast creation o'er, 
In search of gems of sparkling ore, 

To set His glories forth. 
The morning stars, bright sliver beams, 
Mount Lebanon's meandering streams, 

And every precious stoce ; 
Likewise the sun's brigb t golden rays, 
All joined to sing aloud the praise 

Of Israel's Holy One I 
And there's a cloud of witnesses, 
Who saw in these the Saviour's grace, 

When travelling here below; 

Though these the better world hove found, 
And great Jehovah'• lhrooe •urround; 

Bear witness for Him now. 
Ye faithful witoesse• for Christ, 
Exalted now to kings and priests, 

Lei'~ beor what you can ••y ! 
Did you not walk by faith on earth, 
Seeing the promised Saviour·• birth, 

Rejoicing in His day? 
Adam the fin!, who disobeyed 
Yo11r sovereign Lord who all things made, 

In heaven and earth below; 
Pursued with angui•h, guilt, and dread, 
Nor durst to heaven lift up Jour head, 

Whence, then, did mercy flow? 
"The Lord, whose great commands I broke, 
Himself first came to me anct spoke 

In that dire hour of need. 
He lifted up my dowlk:ast head, 
With me the covenant promise made, 

In Christ the promised seed.'' 

SA.LVATION ARMY BIBLE. 
We quote the following letter given in The 

Record of September 10th from a " Vicar," 
relative to the "Salvation Soldiers' Guide." 
"Prove all thiogs.-Sir,-More than a year 
ago attention was drawn io a religious 
contemporary to a book issued at the head
quarters of the Salvation Army. It ii 
entitled the Se.Ivetion Soldier's Guide. bat 
is more truly described as a mutilated Bible. 
Thousands of copies (it costs only 6d.) mast 
have circulated, chiefly, no doubt, among 
members of the Salvation Army and their 
friends. It seems, therefore, a painful neces
sity to lay before your readers a few of the 
omissions in such important Scriptures as 
the Epistle to the Romans, tbe Pastoral 
Epistles and the General Epistles cfSt. John. 
In so doing I wish to prejudice none against 
the Salvation Army, but I feel that the in
tegrity of God's Holy Word, and the edifica
tion of all believers, is more important than 
the credit of one section. I purposely abstain 
from comment at present, but I affirm that 
the omissions are neither few, insignificant, 
nor unsystematic; and I ask ell who take 
the trouble to verify them, what sort of 
Christianity we may expect from those who 
make this defective Bible their text-book? 
Let none think this an impossible contin
gency, in spite of the wary general order, 
• This book is not intended as a substitute for 
the Bible.' The other day, wbeo a very 
genial and large-hearted clergy man said to 
a young man in bis parish who bad adopted 
Salvation Army views on sin, suppose, dear 
young friend, we consult tile Bible together, 
he received the vehement reply, 'I don't 
read rour Bible, sir ; I prefer General 
Booths.' Trusting these tew lines may 
move every earnest lover of the Word to 
examine the Guide for himself." 

Passagu omitted in the Salvation. Soldier's 
Guide:-Rom. i. 2 to 6, and 8 to LU, ver. 17 ; Rom. 
ii. 1, 12, and 14 to 27; Row. iil. 5 to 20, and 26 to 
31; Rom. iv. l to l:>, 17, lD, 22 to !5; Rom. v. 11, 
io 18 ; H.om. vi. 3 to 5. o.ud U), 20 ; Rom. vii. 51 

part of 6, end ot 25; Rom. vni. ;j to 5, 9 to 13. 
20; Rom. ix., i:., xi., on ehctiun, etc.: Rom. xii 
,, A; Bom. xiii. 3 to 6, a.nd ~; H.om. :xiv. -1 to 6, 
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and 13 to rn • Rom. :n-. 8 to 12, 16 to 28: Rom, 
xvi. b to 18, and 21 t.o 24: I Tim. I. 8 to 10, 18 to 
!O; l Tim. ii. 7. a.nd 13 toU; I Tim. Iii.I to 
lb: I Tim iv.1 to 7, portR or 14, 16, 16; I Tim. v. 
4,7. 910 !6,ond29to26; I Tim.vi.lto 16: 2 
Tim. I. 6, 8, a.nd 1a to 18; 2 Tim. ii. 6 to 10, 14 to 
18 a.nd 20, 21; 2 Tim. iii. 6 lo 8, 10, o.nd 18 to 28: 
2 Tim. h. 9 to 16. and 19 to 22; Titu• I. 2, 3, o.nd 
6 to 14 ; Titne ii. I to 10, and 16 ; Tito• iii. I to 8, 
and91olli; I.Tohni JO: IJobnli.22,~; I John 
iii. 12: 1 .Tohn iv. 2, 3, 16; I .lohn v. 8; 2 John, 2, 
6 t<i 7, e11rl. !I to 12: 3 John, 3, a.nd 6 to 12. 

WANDSWORTH.-On Tueeda.y, July 13th, 
a Tery interr!ltlnft mE"Ellting wa.l!I convened on 
behalf of the Bnildlog Fund at the Baptist 
Chapel. We~l Bill. J>1"'C!liderl over by our kind 
a.nd Chrl•tlao brother, W. Kenne.rd, Esq. The 
ladies, who from the commencement have taken 
a vnyprorulnent pa.rt In this undertaking, ha.Ve 
made stnnuons exertions to ma.k:e tbie annual 
gatherln,: a decided F>uccrss, and all wbo arc 
eng&ged in the promotiag or t.h1lll worthy object 
feel gn>al plra.Nure In testifyiog that their 
e.rrort~ l.Javc been signally blesBed, e.s the fol
lowing brief •ketcb will fully prove. It is their 
custom to hold fortoi@'btly meetings for the pur
pose of employing theme.elves at needlework, 
the proceeds of which go towe.rds the liquida
tion or tbc debt on the chapel. Having on hand 
a. goodI~· number of useful artic-les of wearing 
apparel for sale, tbey ave.iled themselves of the 
opportunity afforded, aod disposed of them 
amongst tbe friends assembled io the after
noon. The result of this sale with the profits 
during the pa.styear amounted to the noble sum 
of £32 16s. A goodly number of friend• par
took of a v~ry refreshing tea, after which they 
uscmbled in tb~ cbe.pel ; a.nd the public 
meeting was opened by the chairman giving 
out that well-known hymn,·' Blest be the ties 
that bind," alter which the cbe.irme.n ree.d Eph. 
iv. Brother Drane, 15ecre~ry of the Church, was 
called upon to invoke the divine bleesicg. 
Having done so, Brother Tomllns, the senior 
de&eon of the church, delivered an excellent 
report of the work accomplished during the 
year. and made special allusion to the very 
ru,e!ul part performed by our lo.dy friends from 
the commencement of the nndertaking. Mr. 
Whatmongll followed with a. -.ery suitable 
address, taking for hi• enhject charity, defining 
the true meaning, and the various methods need 
in exemplifying this Chriatian grace. Mr. 
James He.nd spoke words of ater!Jng truth, 
founded upon the text, ~, Grieve not the Spirit." 
At the close or tllis able addres• our gewal 
chairma.n made a short speech, in which he 
congratulated the le.dies on being the mee.ne of 
bringing a.bout sncb good resnlts, and said it 
was generally fouod to he the case tb&t when 
the ladles embarked in a. good cause succees 
tnv&riably attended tbelr endeavonre. He 
expreet,;E!d great plea.t-ure at the amount realised 
by t.l.te Building Committee on the present occa.
llllon. M.r. Preston DavJes, tbe next speaker, 
-.Id we have atri.lllng emmples in God's Word 
of the wortby deeds performed by women or 
old. Le.dy Deborah was ooe instance. Great 
reen!ts bad often resnlted from feeble Instru
mentality when tbe Lord Is pleaeed to bless the 
mea.ns me.de. The epeaker remarked that 
Brother Tomlin• bad said we could not hoa•t 
of having a millionaire 1.n our connection ; yet 
he would point DB to one in God's Word, wbo, 
a!tllongh of hnmL!e origin, accumulated a 
fabnJous amount of wealch. and might indeed 
he called a millionaire (l Cbroo. Ii.). This was 
another proof of the Lord's h!eoBing 011 Hie own 
people. First He works in them, and enables 
them to work 011t, tbns enabling them to over
come great obstacles, to eubdne the mighty, aod 
trlnmpb in o.nd through Him alone. After our 
brother'• anlma.lea e.nd e1>couragi.ng address, 

tble very enjoyable meeting was brought to a 
cloee by •lnglngthe do~ology. A vote ol thanko 
waa propoeed end eeconded to the chairmen 
and mlnletere !or coming to render uo their 
va.lua.ble o.oelstance.-BENJAIIIN DRANE. N.B 
-The committee whh to Inform rrlenda 
that they intend (D. V .) to continue their exer
tions, and to bavethl• annual ••loo!needlework 
and fancy article, till the mortgage dsbt lo 
e:rlinguisbed, the meeting to take place In the 
month ol May. 

~idlJ. 
On September 17th, at Homolelgb, Drnkeleli

roa.d, St. Cothcrlne's-park, S.E., tbe wlle ol B. 
F. Ba.nke, of a. daughter. 

@ur [omhstancs. 
OLD BRENTFORD. - With mncb sorrow we" 

have to record the death of our csteomeci brother 
Mr. Thomas Dnumock, of Banwell, Middleoex, 
who entered in~o the joy of Ills Lord on Monday. 
Sep\. 13th, firmly resting on the finished work 
of Je,.ue Chrl,t, whom he ha.d known e.nd 
loved for many years. Bis remains were interred 
at EalinF< Cemetery, on Sept. 17th, by Mr. 
Thome.a Voyeey, e.t the good age ol 74 yeare. 
By the Grace ol God be ho.d been e. con•te.111 
and exemplary member of the Oburch e.t Brent
ford, for 37 years, 16 yeare of which he ha.a 
honourably and indels.tlgably fili•d the ollloe of 
deacon, altogether he ba• beeo in the way of the 
Lord upwards of fifty years, baviug previouely 
been a member or tbe Church e.t Ha.yes, for a 
considete.ble time. The Brentford Church has 
lost e. wa.rm-hc a.rted, ra.ithful and consto.nl 
friend. May the Lord be pleased to raise 
ma.ny more up like him. He wa.s highly 
respected e.nd eoteemed by all wl:o knew hlm, 
even by those who bad no love !or his religion 
!or he had been enabled to live out whal he pro'. 
!eased. May the Lord gre.nt tba.t onra a.lea may 
be the life or the righteous a.nd our le.at end like 
bis.-J. J. F. 

On Sept. 10th, 1886, a.!ter twelve months' 
hea.vy eJl!iclion, e.t the age of 60, Mr. Thoms.• 
Hobbs, member of Zioo Chapel, Trowbridge, 
and for 13 years a lailhful sene.nt or Messrs. 
Applegate and Sons, of this town, He waa 
buried in the cemetery here on the 14th ult., 
when an impressive Eervice was conducted by 
Mr. Eddi..;on, ol Rochdale. The proceeoion, 
headed by Mr. Eddison, Mr. Applege.te, Mr. 
Little, and about 40 male members or the 
Church, wended its we.y slowly through the 
town to the cemetery. We were ruore than 
glad to wiLI1ess such ams.rked token of respect 
to., poor e.nd needy mc·mber of lhe Church or 
Christ here, and pray that this solemn event 
may he aauctilled to the Church and· town.-
J. W.B. 

On Jnly 28, 1886, Me.ry Sarah, the beloved 
wife of Abrahe.m Howard, entered Into reel. 
Her remains were Interred In Worthing Ceme
tery. 

WHh feelings or deep sorrow we record tbe 
death o! our dee.rand highly esteemed brother 
in Christ, Mr. E. Beazley, which occurred on 
Friday, Sept. 10, We tbe.nk Mr. B. Woodrow 
for hi.a kind letter respecting the deceased . 

.Mr, Cozens, of Brighton, pe.eeed to his eternaJ 
reot on September 20. 

In loving memory of Mrs. Rebecca. Edward~1 
(o! 271, Old Kent-road, Loudon), who gently !eu 
&sleep in Jesus, Sa\urda.y, Sept, 18, 1886, in her 
6hb year. •• It i.; your h'ather'• good plaaaure 
to giYe you lhe kingdom." 

On A11gDBt 30, .Mr. Ss.muel Ludlow, o! Lime
tree Terrace, Co!ney H&tch, wae called home, t,o 
t-hegreat grief or bi.a recently ber,aved ohlldren, 
'' The Lord ge.ve, and lbe Lord bath ta.ken away; 
blessed be the oe.me of the Lord." 



Johe nnb Jatreh. 

ALTHOUGH Jacob and Esau have been dead many centuries, the 
true spirit and character of each, like that of Cain and Abel, liveR 

over again in every successive generation, and will do so until the end 
of time. These two principles divide the entire human race into two 
parts-good and bad, corresponding to heaven and hell. The great 
question is, however, to :which of these two classes do we belong? 
'l'his may easily be determined by our love or hatred of Jesus Christ, 
His truth and His people. " 

With regard to the word hated, as used in connection with Jacob 
and Esau (Mal. i. 3; Rom. ix. 13), many scholars consider it to apply 
to their respective posterity, and not to them individually. which 
interpretation, however, seems hardly to qualify the phrase. Compara
tive hatred, or a lesser degree of love, is frequently used in God's Word 
(see '.Deut. xxi. 15; Prov. xiii. 24; Luke xiv. 26). But the popular 
theory of comparative analogy with respect to Jacob and Esau appears 
to be opposed to the general harmony of the Word of God-i.e., "God 
loved Jacob, but Esau He did not love quite so much." To be tempe
rate upon this subject, and to keep within the limits of God's Word, 
we would say, God loved Jacob as the seed royal, with an everlasting 
love, which was a covenant love. But for Esau He made no such 
covenant provision. He was left without any spiritual promise, and, 
consequently, grew np and died an enemy to God. This distinction 
Paul spiritnalises in a similar manner to that which separated Isaac 
from Ishmael. Why God loved the seed of Jacob in preference 
to that of Esau is best seen in Dent. vii. 6, 7. Both Malachi and 
Paul are agreed as to the true meaning of the words, " Jacob 
have I loved, but Esau have I hated." The word " ha,ted" in Mai. i. 3 
is from sane, to dislike, averse from, or that which is in direct oppo
sition to the word ahed, "loved,'' as expressed in the same text. In 
Rom. ix. 13 Paul gives a similar rendering-e.g., '' loved," egapesa, or 
aqapo, to love; and "hatred,'' emisesa, from 'fl'iseo, to hate, to reject 
with disgust, '' ex odio reprobavit." Valpy and Bloomfield, in their 
Greek Testaments, consider the word hate, as given in Mal. i. 3; Rom. 
ix. 13; with Gen. xxix. 31-33; Deut. xxi. 15, 16, 17, to mean, com
paratively, or, as Parkhurst says, " to postpone in love or esteem." 
Beza also gives the word in its worst sense, odio. The late Dean 
Alford, one of our ablest modern Greek New Testament editors, is most 
conclusive in his definition of Rom. ix. 13. He says, "There is no 
necessity here to soften the hated into loved less: the words in Malachi 
proceed on the fullest meaning of emisesa-the people against whom 
the Lord hath indignation for ever." Thus Esau, we are told, was 
"rejected." He no~ only l?st his b~r~hright, bu~ was a profane person, 
and died as he had hved, without d1vme and savmg grace. 

w. WIN'l?ERS, EDITOR. 
Church-yard, Waltham Abbey, Essex. 

VOL. XLII. NOVEMBER, 1886, 
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NO SEPARATION FROM THE LOVE OF GOD. 
&rmon preached at Provwence Chapel, Clapham Junction, on Lord's-day 

Morning, &ptember, l'.lth. 
BY THE PASTOR, MR. w. MOXHAM. 

"NeilhN death, nor life. , .. nor any other creRtnre ~hall be able to separate 
ns from tbe love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord,-Rom. viii, 39. 

LAST Lord's-day we had for our subject our Lord's separation ; how 
He was set apart, sanctified and sent into the world, an.d how in 

His excellence and His work He has none to compare with Him, and 
the glory is all His own. Yet on the other hand the Lord Jesus is 
united to His people, and between Him and them there is, there can be, 
no separation. We may learn much by the contrasts of God's Word. 
The lines of truth never oppose, but they are often opposite to each 
other, 1md a mutual light is thrown between to show the beauty of our 
Lord and the manifold privileges of those who are in Him. Much 
truth is conveyed in the types of our Lord by contrast. Adam is the 
figure of Him who was to come, but the figure is more striking by 
contrast than by resemblance. And it reminds us bow, even our follies 
and failures are a foil to set off the nnspeakable worth and unsearch
able riches of the Man Obrist Jesus. 

In the whole range of Scripture few chapters are more sublime 
than this. Here the pure river of the water of life runs deepest, and 
is therefore most calm, sweet, and clear; here we are by the "still 
waters." It begins and ends with the name of Jesus, and between that 
beginning and that ending onr apostle brings forth things new and old 
out of the treasury of ltod. He goes in bis thoughts up to the heights of 
heaven, tracei, the love of God in its source, and onward to its consum
mation. He ranges the earth, and observes how all things work together 
for good to them that love God. He considers things under the earth, 
bnt can find nothing which can separate between the believer and His 
Lord. Beneath and above tbe name of Jesus is a mighty shield, and 
if He is onr Alpha and Omega, the first and the last to ns, we also are 
heirs of God. And '' things in heaven," the highest thoughts and 
purposes of God; things on earth, things past, present and to come; all 
are ours, for we are Christ's ; and nothing shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus onr Lord. Now let ne 
consider in the first place: The Treasure mentioned in our text. In 
the second: The Treasury in which it is contained. Third: The 
Union implied. Fourth : The Privilege affirmed. 

I.-The Treasure-The Love of God. Solomon has told us there is 
a treasure to be desired. God's Word is more to be desired than gold, 
the price of wisdom is above rubies, bnt this is a treasure most precious. 
The heart, the soul of all treasure is the love of God. Light is treasure 
to the eye. Knowledge to the mind, sound to the ear, but the heart's 
treasure is love. "Wbere your treasure is there will your heart be 
also." "And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God.'' 

We pray that we may know the love of God, we believe the love 
God bath toward ns, we ask Him to direct our hearts into and to shed 
abroad the love of God in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us. These Scriptures shew ns that the love of God is wonderful. 
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" Gori only knows the love of Goel. 
Oh thRt it now were Rherl Rbroad 

In each poor stony heart." 

327 

We may know something of what the love of God is, in what it 
does. What He has done is a mirror in which the love of God may be 
seen. Hereby perceive we the love of God. We owe our creation to 
it. We mny see persons fairer, minds nobler, dispositions sweeter than 
our own, but God has not seen, nor can He see, any equal, much Ieee 
superior to Himself. '' To whom will ye liken Me, or shall I be equal, 
saith the Holy One." And in His own nneqnalled image He made man, 
and having made, loved him. No man hateth his own flesh, and God 
cannot hate His own image. God's love is the origin of the Gospel. If 
yonr child bad fallen into . the mire yon would strip, wash, and new 
clothe it, ere you would press it to your bosom in the eQ').brace of love. 
Yet your love would not begin with the embrace. It existed before; 
and so with God. The Gospel shews the appointed way in which that 
image in which we were created-though defaced, soiled, and lost in the 
mire of sin, by lhe first man, Adam-shall be renewed, purified, and much 
more glorious through the last Arlam; the Lord from heaven. But the 
love of God is before the Gospel, and so after that-after sin came, 
after the tendency of man's nature had been proved to be only evil
after that the world by wisdom knew not God; after that the blood of 
bulls and goats could never take away sin. When you were without God, 
had spent all your substance and were utterly bankrupt, after that-in 
the Gospel, in the manger at Bethlehem, in the obedient life, holy 
teaching, matchless words, and miraculous works ; on the cross, through 
the agony and bloody sweat, through the thirst and travail of soul; through 
the wounds and death of His own Son-the kindness and love of God 
our Saviour toward man appeared. 

The love of God is the origin of the gift of Christ, and I do not 
mean to limit the gift of Christ as though He were given for a sacrifice 
alone. He gave Him to be the Head, and He ever liveth to fulfil the 
purpose for which the Father gave Him;· The death of Christ for us is not 
the bound of the Father's gift. We make our ~ifts more or less valu
able according to the esteem in which we hold those to whom we give 
them. If we love them much nothing is too good for them, and herein 
is manifestel the greatness of the Father's love. '' God so loved .... 
that He gave His only begotten Son." 

The love of God is also the origin of all those heavenly things which 
are given to ns in Christ. We follow the thought of onr apostle in 
another place. "According as He hath chosen ns in Him." Ye have 
not chosen Me, said the Lord Jesus, but I have chosen you. His, and 
not theirs, is the effective choice1 for in one senEe they did choose the 
Lord Jesus: Andrew found his own brother, Simon, and bronght him 
to Christ. Philip also brought Nathaniel to Jesut1; but the Lord Jesus 
knew all about it. "When thou wast under the fig tree, before that 
Philip called thee, I saw thee." We do choose the Lord Jesus, we do 
lay hold of eternal life in the Gospel, we do chol,se the good part which 
shall not be taken away; but He is before 1and with ns. He who is our 
eternal life laye hold of our hearts by His spirit. It is not our 
turning to Him, but His grace turning to us. Our earth travels round 
the sun, the motion is its own, but the mighty attraction of the 
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monarch of the day is the cause. God's voice is first. I will say, "Thou 
art My people; and they shall answer, The Lord is my God." God's 
knowledge is first. " I know My sheep and am known of Mine." God's 
love is first. We love Him because He first loved us. 

God's lm·e is the cause of our being quickened. God creates all 
things, but not without a motive. His work of creation is the great 
rongh block in which the Divine Sculptor sees the perfect form of the 
one body, the church in Christ, and will bring it forth to the praise of 
the riches of His grace. He is also the God that quickeneth all things 
bot not without a motive-not without love. David prayed," Quicken m~ 
after Thy loving kindness;" and so He does," for God . . . for His great 
love wherewith He loved os ; even when we were dead in sins hath 
quickened us together wit.h Christ." Quickened souls who hope in His 
mercy are very dear to God. Hezekiah said, "Thou hast in love to 
my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption," and that pit is his 
sinfnl, fallen nature, for he goes on to say, "For Thou hast cast all my 
sins behind Thy back." And the deliverance from that pit is the being 
quickened into newness of life. Ah! you have not got very far in the 
Divine life, have you? Only light enough to see what sin is, what your 
own righteousness is, and what a pit and a miry clay you have fallen to in 
Adam. But God has shewn yon this solely and purely in love to 
vour soul. 
• Because of love God draws the soul He quickens to Himself. His 
Joving-kindnel'ses are the silken strands in the cords of love. He 
receives whom He draws, as Absalom was receiTed by David, and as the 
prodigal is received by his father. For the great God waits to be 
gracious to coming souls. Be has said, I will receive them graciously, 
and love them freely. I will abnndantly pardon them. I will adopt 
them into My famiiy ; and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty. Bot I pass on, for I know I have no need to talk to 
some of yon of the Jove of God, as though that would lead you to the 
knowledge of it. You have felt it. Yes, felt it burning in your hearts, 
felt it as a sweet thought in your minds. A banner over your heads, 
and a great and wide sea in which all your unworthiness, and all your 
littleness is drowned, and you become part of a vast whole, joined to 
God, one with Him, and possessing all that He has, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

II.-In the second place, we have in the text" The Treasury" in 
which the love of God is contained. It all centres in Christ. Yon 
know all the waters are gathered in the ocean, and from thence are 
circa.lated through all the realms of nature. The sun fills the clouds 
with the treasure, and the clouds again pour it upon the earth, and the 
streams and rivers carry it back again to the great sea. So God's love 
centres in Jesus. No man or angel ever tasted the Jove of God other 
than through Christ Jesus our Lord. God is love, and God was in 
Christ, He was where His love, and His love was and is where He is, 
and was-in Christ. The Father Himself lovetb you, and hereafter 
I will shew yon plainly of the Father. Our Lord Jesus could make no 
greater revelation and no sweeter promise than this. The Father's 
electing love which chose you, the redeeming love which bought yon, 
the quickening love which brought you to Jesus, and the infinite love 
which dowered you, and accepted you, so that you may be holy and 
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without blame before God in love, is all in Christ Jesos onr Lord. 
Hence in ver. 35, the triumphant challenge is: Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ, and here in the text nothing can separate ns 
from the love of God. 

God's love is centred upon Christ because He is the altogether lovely. 
Lovely all 1/Jays in each separate aspect of His person and work, and 
taken altogether. God's eye rests on Him with delight, angels all have 
their eyes on Him with desire to look into His things. Millions of 
saints in heaven say we love Him because He first loved us, and multi
tudes on earth, high and low, say, "Whom having not seen, we love.'' 
Only a heart can love u.~. We look to the sea as the peace of waters, to 
the sun as the source of light; we look everywhere for the presence of 
God, but the great heart of God's creation which contains and distri
butes the love of God is " Christ J esns our Lord." 

God's love is communicated in Christ. They said of old," With joy 
shall we draw water out of the wells of salvation.'' What water so 
sweet, and what well so deep as the everlasting love of God? The 
Father loveth the Son, and bath given all things into His hand-given 
Him the communication and ministration of all His treasured-up falness. 
What precious things bath the Father treasured up and made over to 
us in His great love. Behold, what manner of love the Father bath 
bestowed upon as! In His Son He has given to us eternal life, and 
grace, righteousness, redemption; all things are ours in Him. 

" Oh, Christ He is the fountain, the deep, sweet well of love; 
The streams on earth I've tasted, more deep I'll drink above; 
There to an ocean fulness His mercy doth expand, 
Even where glory dwelleth in Emanuel's land." 

J esas be.,wws and pledges the Father's love. By His excellence and 
grace, by His death and interceding life, Jesus has taken hold, as it 
were, of the Father's heart, and gives direction to its love. " If a man 
love Me he will keep My words, and My Father will love him." A.gain, 
"He that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father," His will is" that the 
world may know that Thon hast loved them as Thon hast loved Me." 
All their enemies must see it, for I will make them to come and worship 
at Thy feet, and to know that I have loved Thee. And this love is 
free and undeserved. God commendeth His love toward ns in that 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for ns. Is this really true 1 Then 
He loved me before conversion; He loved me when I was born, for 
I was born in sin ; He loved me when Adam fell, for we sinned in him, 
our head. 

"He saw me ruined in the falI, 
Yet loved me notwithstanding all." 

Hail, matchless, fne, victorious, all-compelling love! There is no 
separation between the love of God. It is the love of Christ that passeth 
knowledge. Its height is lost in heaven; its depth is beneath all the 
depth of the fall. Electing love is not one, and redeem£ng love another. 
All the love of God is like the light, the air, and the beauty of His great 
house-creature. It is beyond all price; it cannot be bonght for money 
or merit; but it is bestowed without money and without price in Christ, 
and lasting, forgiving, redeeming love in Him, the love which . is 
sovereign, electing, unconquerable, is all oar own, through Jesus Chnst 
oar Lord. 
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III.-In the next place, union is implied in the text. Dwell for a 
moment on this little word us. It is like a key fitting into the lock and 
opening to ns all the sweetness of the text. It is the language of 
heaven. There they say, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
and hatb made us kings and priests unto God." But thongh it i~ 
hearnnly langange, many, throngb grare, nse it here. We con testify 
that "onr Saviour Jesus Christ gave Himself for us thnt He might 
redeem us from all iniquity." His blood cleemeth us from all sin. The 
Father hath gi'fen us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. Behold, 
then, what wondrous love the Father bath bestowed upon us, and 
rejoice evermore, for nothing can separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The union is with Christ. It is with Him and in Him we are par
takers of the root and fatnei:s of the good olive tree. partaking of Hie 
divine nature. Is He acceptable, well beloved? We are accepted in 
Him. Is He sanctified.? If the first-fruit be holy, the lump also is 
holy. He that is joined to the Lord Jesus is one spirit with Him, 
and through Him haR access by one Spirit unto the Father. There is 
one body and one spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 

Now what is the evidence of union with Christ? Faith-true faith 
-which is a fruit of the Spirit, is a root of love in us; for faith worketh 
by love, and it is a ground, a proof, of God's love to us. For the 
Father Himself lovetb you becani:e ye have loved Me, and have believed 
that I came ont from God. By faith we dwell in Christ; by faith He 
dwells in our hearts, and our Lord Jesus is like precious ointment; 
He always brings His sweetness with Him when He comes into the 
heart. The Father's love is poured into the heart and shed abroad 
in the heart that believes in Jesus; therefore we love Him, and between 
His love to ns and onr love to Him there is no separation, the one 
belongs to the other. 

Abiding in Christ is an evidence. "Continue ye in My love. If 
ye abide in Me end I in yon, if ye keep My commands, ye shall abide in 
My love." Jesns constrains us by His grace to abide in Him, and we 
constrain Him. "Abide with as," and thus " the King is held in the 
galleries" of love. When persons are unwell how restless they are ; if 
they lie down, the conch becomes hard; if they walk, they are wearied; 
if they sit, they cannot rest. But in health we can readily rest, and 
abide withoa t weerine~s. Happy we if oar spi,ritual health is good. If 
we can rest on what J esns has saul, and done, and is. Here we are 
made to lie down in green pastures, and led beside still waters. 

"We find a settled rest, while others go and come, 
No more a stranger or a gtJeet, btJt like a child at home." 

IV.-Lastly, the privilege. There is separation from Adam; sepa
ration from sin and from the world. The circumcision of the heart cute 
off all round-separates; and thus we are separated from condemnation, 
from wrath; separated unto Christ; but there is separation from Him. 
No ePparation on the cross. "Ye are crucified with Christ.'' "In the 
grave, for ye are buried with Obrist in baptism unto death." No sep~
ration in His resurrection. Ye are rhien with Christ. And there will 
be no separation in glory. '' Father, I will that all they whom Thou 
hast given Me be with Me where I am.'' 
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Now go over this etapendous declaration. Death is a great, sepa
rate~. Death explodes many a boasted theory, and even onr brief span 
of Itre outlasts many a false hope, but neither death nor Ii fe, "nor 
angels,'.' There have bPen terrible messages of wrath, and will be, for 
they will gather the tares and bind them in bundles to burn at the last 
great day. '' Nor powers." Within us and without as the power of 
sin would be our ruin, but Jesus has all power. '' Nor height "-not 
the highest requirement of God's law-" nor depth "-not the deepest 
thought in the malice of Satan-shall separate us from the love of God. 

"No height., no depth, no creature 
That bas been or can be 

Can drive me from Thy bosom, 
Carr sever me from Thee." 

Willing they may be, endeavour they may, hope tD'tbey will and do, 
but they shall not be able to separate us from the love of God which is 
in Christ J esas our Lord. 

DANGEROUS WEAPONS. 
'Na weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall 

rise against thee in judgment thou sbalt condemn" (Isa. !iv. li). 

THESE words were broaght home to my soul in the night season, 
after a dream. As a role I do not think much of dreams, for, 

being an invalid, I am very subject to dreaming. Bat every circum
stance connected with this dream remained so distinct on the mind, and 
seemed so remarkable as affecting what I had been mnch exercised 
about, that I felt I ought to record it. If by so doing it should be in
strumental for good to any poor soul who might be similarly exercised, 
I would thank the Lord for enabling me to write a few thoughts upon 
it; and to Him be all the glory. 

In ages past the Lord often used to appear to His children in visions 
of the night, and many instances have been recorded in these days of 
His nsing this means of conveying a word of counsel, deliverance, or 
comfort, as the case may be, to His exercised children. Humbly hoping 
that it was the Lord's hand in my case, I will endeavour to relate my 
dream. 

I thought I was walking out with uty aged mother, and as we went 
along we met by the way a man and his wife who formerly were friends. 
These friends, who 1 have every reason to believe are gracious persons, 
had done me a serious (and for ought I know), a life-long injury. This 
was the cause of much questionin2" and grief to my mind, besides pain 
and suffering of body. But I thought in my dream that the man looked 
very ill and seemed sorry for what he had done, though he said nothing 
to that effect; but he took my arm and we walked on together, leaving 
my mother and the wife of my friend to follow. We had not gone far 
before I felt my arm drawn tighter, and an uneasy shuffling on the part 
of my friend disclosed the terrible fact that he held in his hand a dagger 
with which he was endeavouring to pierce me through the heart ! and 
it seemed probable he would have done so had I not by almost a miracle 
escaped! I awoke, to find it was a dream ! Now, in reality this was 
just what this friend had done, only in a different sense to the way of 
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my dream. I had, in addition to this trial, been otherwiee much tried 
by wicked enemies who fear not God; and when I awoke I thought, 
What can it all mean? Almost immediately the words came, " No 
weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper." I knew not at the 
time if these words were Scripture words or not, not having to my 
knowledge seen them. I wae enabled to take comfort from the paseage, 
and it remained with me for some time, and I verily believed that the 
Lord wonld plm1d my cause and deliver me from any cruel enemies; and 
inwardly I 8eid, whet a mercy that the Lord should take notice of and 
protect 1mch a poor sinful creature as I-and my prayer was, 0 for more 
feith. Lord, to trust Thee and Thy promises, and O that I were more 
deserving of all Thy mercies. Now a word or two abont weapons. 

From the days when Cain slew bis brother Abel down to the present 
time, we read of many and various kinds of weapons. Those of the 
present time are far more formidable than the old-fashioned sword and 
spear. With the latter, thonsands were slain in hand-to-hand fighting. 
But in these days, so far advanced is the wisdom of man in seeking out 
inventions, that it is not necessary for armies to come so close to each 
other in order to work slenghter and destruction; for with a few small 
guns-perhaps most notably the Gatling gnn-men may be mowed down 
like corn ! But it matters not what weapon may be nsed, or how for
midable it may be, if it is not in the hand of God, or if it be opposed to 
God or His divine will, it will never prosper. He can use the simplest 
instruments and make them far wore effectual than the slrongest that 
man can invent. Witness David the yontb, who, with a simple sling 
and stone, killed the giant in armonr, and thus conquered the whole 
armies of the Philistines. Look at the children of Israel, what they 
had to endure at the hands of cruel enemies; but did all these things 
prosper against them? Certainly not. Pharaoh caused them much 
trouble and distress, and doubtless they sometimes thought that he 
would overcome them; bnt the Lord was their God and delivered them, 
and Pharaoh, with all his chariots and men, He buried in the midst of 
the sea. 

But there are other weapons besides swords and spears and instru
ments of warfare, which are powerful mediums for good or evil. Most 
prominent of these is that little member the tongue. Who among us 
bas not bad to suffer in some degree from a wicked, malicious, or lying 
tongne? This bas ever been a subtle yet powerful instrument for evil. 
David knew what it was to suffer at the hands of cruel enemies, or why 
did he cry out again end again to his God to deliver him from them 
that bated and oppressed him? The Atheist uses his weapons in propa
gating and defending his creed; he is another powerful instrument for 
evil. The Romanist and many others are strong weapons that are 
defying the living God and working much evil; but as they are in the 
hands of the Prince of Darkness, they shall not ultimately prosper, 
because there is a stronger than they who says, '' Ilitherto shalt thou 
go but no farther, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed.'' 

Christ Himself had many enemies, and many were the traps laid to 
onrthrow Him; and although He was God over all, and could have 
destroyed all flesh in a moment, yet He suffered them to spit upon Him 
end JJersecute Him; and although they couid not condemn Him in any 
way, yet they cried oat, "Crucify Him, crucify Him," little thinking 
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that He would rise again and still live, and that by His so doing would 
accomplish the plan of redemption. 

Yon and I, reader, perhaps have enemies, and many evil things have 
been both said and done to us; but if we are in the right, if our hearts 
are right with God and we are His children, rest assuredly none of these 
things shall prosper against us. They may distress us and drive us to 
call upon the Lord, but they shall never utterly overcome or destroy us, 
because " The eternal God is our refuge, and underneath are the ever
lasUng arms;" and, says Christ, "Blessed are ye, when men shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against yon 
falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you." So we mast not be surprised at these things, as they are what we 
must expect; and although there is much to discourage us when we see 
Romanism, Atheism, and Salve.tionism making such strides through our 
land, yet we will hold fast, God helping us, to the "faith once deli,ered 
to the saints." And we have this encouragement given us: "No 
weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue 
that shall rise against thee in judgment thon shalt condemn." 

It is not for us to condemn our enemies, nor judge any, for this is 
not Christ-like; we may condemn their sinful inconsistencies. We must 
not hate them, but we may hate their sins; and when any preach or 
teach anything short of" Christ and Him crucified," then we are justi
fied in condemning each teaching. Any minister or teacher, however 
zealous he be, yes, and however popular he be, if he does not take the 
Word of God for his guide and go forth with a" Thus saith the Lord,'' 
preaching the whole truth, we mast condemn his teaching. Some teach 
the worship of the Virgin Mary and think that by auricular confession, 
the mass, and other superstitious nonsense, they shall merit heaven. 
Some tell as there is no God, and we have sprung into existence of our
selves and may do just as we list,. One is a Mormonite, another is a 
Shaker; but all these religious beliefs that are man-made are as so many 
dangerous weapons formed by Satan against the Church of the living 
God, and as such we must condemn them; and although they are per
mitted to work much mischief and to cause discouragement to the 
Church, yet we are assured they shall not prosper. 

0 hasten, gracious God, that blessed time when no weapon, however 
sharp, howe'l'er hard, shall prosper against Thy people or Thy Church, 
when all enemies shall be trodden under Thy foot, and when all who love 
and fear Thee shall be gathered around Thy throne, to be for ever free 
from sin and Satan, and enjoy with Thee a glorious and never-ending 
eternity. May it be the happy portion of both reader and writer. 

w. CARDEN. 
4, Harbour-street, Whitstn.ble. 

[The Holy Ghost appropriated the above-quoted text with great power 
to onr heart many years ago, when we were much persecuted for our 
firm adherence to the grand doctrines of distinguishing grace. We 
could however then pray to God even for our enemies, as we can at 
times' now; kn~wing that if He were to ope~ their eye~ to see " wondrons 
things out of His law'' they would love Him and H1s sacred truth too. 
Persons may recover f~om sword-wounds even quicker than from word
wonnds.-EDITOR.] 

y 
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WONDERFUL SIGHTS AND SOUNDS. 
Outline of a &rmon preached on Lord's Day, October th6 3rd, 1886. 

BY BENJAMIN TAYLOR, 

"The place of a skull."-Jobn xix, 17. 

UPON this place we all just now take our stand. We are come 
together to a certain sight, emphatically called that sight, one of 

the greatest sights ever seen by men and angels. While standing on 
this place of a sknll, I see a row of crosses, and three persona hanging 
on them. I look at the one on the right; who is her A malefactor, 
one justly suffering for bis crime, committed against God, and the laws 
of his country. I look on the left; who is her Another malefactor 
suffering for the same things. What a display of divine sovereignty 
do we here see! Justice shows itself in one thief, and mercy in the 
other, according to that declaration, " I will be gracious to whom I 
will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy." 
Very striking are the words of the .Apostle: "Therefore bath He mercy 
on w horn He will have mercy, and whom He will He hardeneth" (Exod. 
xxxiii. 19; Rom. ix. 18). The one, you see, dies eternally for hie sine; 
the other lives and reigns with Christ eternally in paradise. The words 
of the Lord Jesus mystically set forth the same doctrine: "There shall 
be two in a field; the one shall be taken and the other left: two women 
shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken and the other 
left" (Matt. xxiv. 40, 41). But how mnch this Scripture doctrine is 
kept back by many who profeiS to be teachers! Why, I must leave 
them to j ndge. 

Passing this by, standing here as I do, on the place of a skull, my 
eyes are directed to the middle person, agonizing and groaning on the 
cnrsed tree. What is He there for? Who is Her It is no other than 
the Son, the spotless Son of God Himself. He is hanging there on 
acconnt of sin-not any personal liin of Hie own committing, for he was 
without such sin; bnt He is there.suffering as a sin-bearer, reminding us 
of the scape-goat bearing away the iniquities of God's Israel into the 
wilderness, into a land not inhabited, into the place of a skull (Lev. xvi. 
21, 22). There He hnng and bled for me; there He died for me, and 
there He bore all my sins in His own body on the tree. 

" 'Tw11$ for my sins my dearest Lord 
Hang on the cursed tree; 

And groaned a.way a dying life 
For thee, my son!, for thee." 

This middle person was numbered with transgressors; not a trans
gressor Himself, but the Saviour of transgressors. Says a fearing and 
trembling one, What would I give to know and feel that Jeans agonized 
and died for me! You may know this by His attractions for yon, for 
He says: " I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
Me.'' Yes, all His own, all related to Him in the covenant of life. 
Bnt what are His attractions to such? His life attracts them, His 
death attracts them, His resurrection and ascension attracts them. 
TLey think on these things; they try to lay hold on thelle things, and 
apon these things they cast the anchor of hope, and wish and long for 
day. Again, their sins plague them, and they look to Jesus. Sate.µ 
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tempts them, end they look to JesaB. The flesh vexes thP.rn, a.nd they 
look to Jesus. The world troubles them e.nd would rob them of every 
pe.rticle of religion, end they look to Jesus. Their thinking of Him, 
and looking to Him in all their distresses, is good and sufficient proof 
that they ere heirs of God end joint-heirs with Christ. 

Bat what else do we see upon this place of e skull? We see a super
scription ple.ced above the heed of the middle person, and it is this: 
" Jesus of N ezereth, the King of the J ewe." Heethens a.nd devils 
would hRve it so hy way of derision. The Jewe wonld not have it so, 
for they said they he.d no king bat Crese.r, and the idea of having a king 
of their own crucified was too shocking to think of; and so they say to 
Pilat.e, "Do not let it be as you have said, but rather say, He said, 'I 
am King of the Jews."' Either wey is right, and the way in which it 
stands is God's own way, and what Pilate wrote was bY'divfoe inspira
tion, for God guided hiH pen to fix upon the place of a skall what agrees 
with Holy Writ: '' I have set My king upon the holy hill of Zion," 
also, "Thou ert thP. King of Israel" (John i. 49, xii. 13). The super
scription shows that Chrit1t is King over the whole earth, and a special 
king to God's elect, for it was written in Hebrew, Greek anrl Latin, 
the three chief and prevailing languages of the whole world at that 
time. One passage in the Old Testament involves all what this super
scription was mystically intended to set forth: "I will say to the 
North, Give up; and to the South, Keep not back; bring My sons from 
far, and My danghters from ib.e ends of the earth'' (Isa. xliii. 6). 

Standing on the place of a skull, and close by the cross of the middle 
person, what else do we see? The mother of Jesus and the two Marye, 
a.11 gazing at a distance upon this truly solemn and tragical scene. 
What a sight for them to behold! What did they think, and how did 
they feel? Ah, feel indeed! What must they feel, to see the blood 
trickling down from the wounds made in the precious body of Him 
whom they so dearly loved, and which is so vividly expressed by Dr. 
Watte:-

"See from His head, His bands, His feet, 
SoITow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown 7" 

Angels saw this great and wonderful sight, and what did they think? 
Devils saw it, and what did they think? My brethren, yon have seen 
the eight, and felt it too, through God's determination to save you, for 
it says: "They shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they 
shall mourn for Him as one mourneth for his only son, and i.hall be in 
bitterness for Him as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn '' (Zech. 
xii. 10). 

While we are standing on " the place of a skull," there are not only 
certain sights to be seen, bat certain sonnds to be heard. There are 
three sounds to be heard, which ougbt never to be forgotten. Tbe 
first is, Father, forgive them. Only let the L_ord Jesus point rue oat, 
and say, "Father, forgive ?im_;" and tm a smn_er sc1.ved by grace, a 
sinner pardoned, a sinner JUst1fied, a smner s~nc~1fied, an~ shall ~urely 
be a sinner glorified. Say I must, 1md say I will,_' I th~ ch1ef_of srnn~r,i 
am · but Jesus died for me." Are you a great srnner t lt 1s easy tor 
Jes~s Christ to forgive you, and to overco~e your uubelief, for it says: 
"Come now, and let us reason together, satth the Lord : though your 
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sins be 8B scarlet, they shall be RB white 88 sMw ; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool" (Isa. i. 18). The worst of sinners 
have been forgiven ; and I doubt not bnt Satan told every one of these 
they had sinned beyond the reach of mercy, and they never could be 
forgiven. While standing on this place of a skull, we hear another 
sound: "My God, My God, why hast Thon forsaken Me?'' Because of 
your sins, the darkness of your minds, and the hardness of your hearts 
you think God has forsaken yon ; yon think when the honr of you; 
death comes, God will then forsake yon; that aner death, yon will be 
forsaken for ever; and thoughts of this make yon sad. But are 
reprobates thns exercised and troubled ? If they are troubled at all 
about sin, it is becanse of the pnnishment due to it, and not because 
they have sinned against a holy and righteons God. Are yon cast 
down from a sight of indwelling sin? Do yon look into your own 
wicked heart, and see so many evils there, and cry out, How can God 
dwell in such a place as this? He must abandon and forsake me, 
because of my vileness, and the exceeding sinfulness of sin in me. But 
did not Jesus feel all yon feel, and ten times more when He cried out 
under the burden of all your kr,own and unknown sins, suffering in your 
place and stead, "My God, My God, why hast Thon forsaken Me?,. 
While standing on this place ofa skull, I hear another sound, It is finished. 
0 blessed sonnd ! J esns did all His Father's work, all His own work, 
and all my work, leaving me nothing to do, only to praise and glorify 
Rim, both here and hereafter. Repentance, hope, faith, and love, are 
all began and finished in me by my Lord Jesus, which canses me to 
crown Him Lord of all. We cannot do better than finish with the 
words of the poet, 

'' Hark the voice of love and mercy, 
Sounds aloud from Calvary I 
See, it rends the rocks asunder, 
Shakes the earth, and veils the sky ! 

It is finished I 
Hear the dying Saviour cry." 

Oh, think of the sights and sounds on the place of a sknll 1 

BELOVED BROTHER.-After two months' rest, I yesterday preached 
for the first time, and administered the Lord's Supper. I really thought 
I had been stronger ; bnt, alas! I fonnd it difficult to get through what 
little I did, and euffered severely in my chest. To-day I feel in qnite 
an exhausted state ; but still I hope to have another trial at it, and if 
I must wholly give it up, so it must be; the will of the Lord be done. 

I am, my dear brother, yours affectionately in Jesus, 
B. TAYLOR. 

Pwham-Bt.-Ma.ry, Norfolk, Oct. 4, 1886. 

IF we have really received the Holy Ghost, we shall show it by a. meek and 
childlike spirit. What we all want is a conversion from pride to humility, from 
high thoughts of ourselves to lowly thoughts of ourselves, from self-conceit to 
self-aha.sement, from the mind of the Pharisee to the mind of the Publican. These 
a.re the conversions that are wrought by the Holy Ghost.-Canon Bo11le. 
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"WINGS LIKE A DOVE." 
Ily w. ROWTON PARKER, GAINSBORO'. 
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"And I eaid, Ob, tho.t I had wings like B dove; for then would J fly away and he 
at rest."-Psalm Iv. 6. 

rrHE experience of David as given in the Psalms is like a mirror in 
which all God's people may see themselves portrayed. 

No matter what may be the experience of God's people, David seems, 
at some time or other, to have bad a taste of the same. 

How often have others taken up the words of David, the man of 
God, and used them as expressive ol' their own state, and how marvel
lously do they seem to fit th~ condition of the tempted and tried ones 
even to this very hour. And yet it was out of David's weakness that 
the oft repeated cry of our text came-'' Oh, that I bad wings like a 
dove, for then would I fly away and be at rest." I say it was out of 
his weakness that this cry came. There was a truer and a better side 
to the man than this, and hence we hear his shout of triumph: "Though 
an host should encamp agaim,t me, my heart shall not fear." " How 
say ye to my soul, flee as a dove to your windows," or that grand in
junction of his: "Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him." 
There can be no doubt but that David was in deep and sore trouble 
when he longed for the wings of a dove; for his kingdom was in a state 
of insurrection, bis throne was in peril, and his pet son was seeking the 
father's overthrow that be might snatch the crown. And so it was, 
under these accumulated miseries, David the king, now exiled from his 
home and kingdom, envied the very turtle-doves, as they flew past him 
in their freedom, whitbersoever they would. I doubt not he greatly 
mourned his lot ; thought it very bitter and almost too great to be 
borne. 

But now, suppose his wish bad been granted, what would have been 
the result? Could be have escaped from trouble? He might have fled 
from his post of duty, and which was doubtless a post of sore trial and 
apparent danger; but would not his troubles have flown with him 
wherever he had gone, yea, as fast and as far as he? Or, had he 
eseaped bis l'lld troubles, yet new ones would have met him even in the 
place whither he flew for rest. And yet, beloved, there can be no ques
tion but that this prayer, begotten of David's weakness, was very 
natural. I say it was according to nature, if not according to grace. 
It is perfectly natural for us to grow restless under stress of sore trial, 
and yet this is no sufficient justification for our conduct. David petted 
his darling son Absalom. This was natural, but how very dearly had 
,be to pay for his folly. It was the same also with Eli, the prophet of 
the Lord. And I suppm,e, too, that it was natural for Job's wife, when 
btr heart was crushed under sweeping trials, to exclaim in her sore 
~xtremity : "Dost thou still retain thy integrity? Curse God and die,'' 
or, more properly, "renounce God and die! "-i.e., give op, it is of no 
use holding out any longer. All this is consistent with the natural 
tendencies of man. Nature is wont to act very foolishly. But from 
those who are the subjects of the grace of God better things are to be 
expected. 

It is, indeed, but a very sorry excuse for any_ of us w_bo claim to be 
Christians that, when we do. some weak or wicked thrng, we seek to 
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palliate or excuse oal'l!elves on tbe ground that "H is bot natural for 
us to feel or act thus." Why, beloved, what is the grace of God given 
to us for if it be not that we may battle with and triumph over the 
weaknesses and errors of our poor wayward nature? And yet at every 
tarn thousands are repeating to-day t.he restless, half-murmuring cry of 
Da,id 110 1100n BI! the pressure of any trial is felt. Our impatience is 
our sin and dishonour. No sooner doee the rod of correct.ion make us 
to smart, or a load of worries chafe our spirits, than we crv out, " Oh 
that I had wings like a dove, that I might fly away." We know not 
where, nor do we care very much, so long as we may but escape the 
rod, or avoid the worry. But all this is sinful selfishne11s. At the 
first breath of trouble or pinch of trial onr wayward epirit11 rebel, and 
we seek to fly, whereas it would be our truest wisdom to "Humble 
ourselves under the mighty hand of God." Troe, our natural heart 
says, Fly! fly ! fly ! bot God says, Be still, My child; be patient. 
•• Let patience have her perfect work;" so shall you "be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing.'' 

Sometimes a swarm of cares and distractions press in upon ns in a 
perfect crowd, trampling, as it were, one npon the other. Work pushes 
ns, interruptions annoy us, mishaps befal ns, and we take these accumu
lated vexations so bard, and chafe so mnch under the friction, that it 
leads us into hasty expressions altogether on becoming our trne position 
as children of God. We borrow troubles from the morrow, and antici
pate still worse things to come, and thus we heap to ourselves needless 
sorrow. and fall into sin. Under the sharp strain of these things 
our faith and fortitude too often gives way, and we cry oat in a sort of 
restless despair: " Oh, that I had wings like a dove, for then would I 
fly away and be at rest." 

But when in this state of feeling-so perfectly natural, and yet so 
altogether unworthy of a Christian-we frequently get, in infinite 
mercy, a message from our Father in heaven, who, notwithstanding our 
waywardness, deals with as in great tenderness. It may be that we 
open oar Bibles and read such words as these: '' Rest in the Lord and 
wait patiently for Him." •' Beloved, count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers trials ; knowing this, that the trial of your faith worketh 
patience, and patience experience, and experience hope," the "hope 
that maketh not ashamed." "The mountaim; shall depart and the hills 
be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither ehaU 
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that bath mercy 
on thee." 

It has been so in my own experience, and I doubt not it has been 
so in yours. " The Lord bath dealt bountifully with us,'' and not 
rewarded as according to our deserts ; but in His pity and in His love 
He hat1 assuaged our griefs and carried our sorrows. Ah ! yes, alas ! 
like wayward children we long to ran away from school, when the Lord 
gives us hard lessons to learn, or uses the rod of correction. Yea, and 
when in the "fining pot" of trial we have felt the heat of the fire, have 
we not rebelled against the process and sought to escape the ordeal?
But, thank God, we are not always allowed to have our own way, else 
our silver could never be refined, and the dross of our character could 
nevtr be purged away, nor should we ever become vessels meet for the 
Muter's n.se. 
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h is our mercy that God is MB11ter aud orders all things after the 
counsels of Hie own wisdom and grace. Such is the tendency of oar 
nature that we rebel against the rod, and strive to escape the trial. 
Temporary relief, immediate ease-this is what we desire rather than 
permanent benefit. Perfectly natural, yon say. Ah, yes, I grant yon, 
perfectly natural, bat yet radically wrong. Ronning a.way would only 
postpone the difficulty, or retard the sweet relief. J ona.h ran away, 
but then he had to come back again, and in a strange carriage too. 

Beloved, •• we have need of patience." We need to be kept still 
until God has accomplished His work; for enre I am that it is not 
escape from discipline or the shirking of painful loads that can make 
the Christian strong, bnt patient, heroic endurance-a meek submission 
to all the will of God. Ah, yes, my friend, it was a selfish, if not a 
cowardly prayer when David said: "Oh, that I had wings like a dove! 
for then wonld I fly away and be at rest." It had been more wise and 
far better for him to have sought for strength and grace from heaven 
to stand fast and firm, like an anvil under the heavy stroke. 

And so, beloved, depend npon it it is a piece of moral cowardice 
when any of us attempt to run away from any duty or position because 
of the trials or troubles which attend oar path. Be it oars to "commit 
our way unto the Lord," and then stand to our gnns till the victory is 
won. 

But there is also another point which mast not be overlooked. The 
changes which any of us ever make from motives of self-iudalgence or 
of sheer restlessness are seldom, if ever, changes for the better. The 
weary sufferer, for instance, begs to be carried into another room, bnt 
then, alas! he soon finds that he carries his pain with him. And just 
so, city people, tired of hard pavements and heavy taxes, see snch 
enchantment in a July landscape that they determine to move into the 
country. But when winter comes on and blocks them in, and they 
miss the genial society and other accustomed privileges of town life, 
they soon find that the country is not so complete a paradise as they 
had dreamed of, and then they wish themselves back again. And, in 
like manner, others from the conntry, moving under the charm of city 
sights, soon find the dnst and the din unbearable, and so pine again for 
the sweet heather, the flowing brooks, and the waving fields. Change 
of place does not free from trouble. New troubles are soon found in 
new places, and not unfrequently they are worse than the old ones. 

Should the dove-wings carry us away from one set of troubles, they 
wonld yet be sure to land us in the midst of others, such as would, 
perhaps, require still more grace and patience to bear. 

It is not always change of circumstances or of place that we most 
need, but a change of heart and a sanctified spirit. Our lives do not 
consist in mere externals. Would to God that the ambitions worldling 
who is all the time coveting and grasping and pulling down to build 
greater, would learn that they can never possibly be satisfied by any 
such means. Money, office, luxury, or other earthly possessions or 
attainments, however great, can never satisfy the soul that starves itself 
out of Christ. .Hut, alas! it is not the men of the world alo~e who 
commit this sin. The restless spirit too often finds place with and 
disturbs and dishonours God's own children. Yes, beloved, and we 
give the lie to oar professions, and we disgrace our names as Christians 
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and eo dishononr oar God, when we indulge in restless or rebellions 
feelings. It is a hard lesson to learn, I know, but a very profitable one 
nevertheless, that where God pnts as we ought to stay till He gives ne 
marching orders, and what He commands we ought to do, and whatever 
He gives we ought ever to receive with devoutest thankfulness. His place 
is always the right place, and His will and purpose is always the beet. 

Oh, that every restless spirit would learn that many a loss is really 
a gain; that many an hindrance is a means of help; that many a 
humiliation is only a lever by which onr covenant Lord exalts us in the 
end; many a defeat is a victory, many a trial a blessing, and many a 
cross is indispensable to the wearing of a crown. We often mnke 
upward progress spiritually when we seem to be going down. " God's 
ways nre not our ways.'' 

We are often helped on our way by being hedged op. We make 
the most real progress sometimes when we have to " stand still and see 
the salvation of God.'' I grant yon, all this may appear paradoxical, 
but it is just as true as that of Panl's, who said, '' When I am weak, 
then am I strong,'' "having nothing, yet possessing all things.'' In 
the midst of conscious weakness Paul was strong in the strength of 
Christ; and in his poverty be was yet rich in the unsearchable and 
inexhaustible riches of the Lord Jesus. Come then, beloved, let us 
give up praying for the dove's wings, and let us stand bravely in our 
lot, diligently doing and patiently waiting all the will of God. Hie 
covenant of grace is ordered in all things and sure. He never makes a 
mistake, but all is wise and well which He ordains. It will be quite 
time enough for the dove-wings of flight when our life-work is ended, 
and when the door of our Father's house is opened to receive us; but 
till then be it ours to do and dare, and patient.ly to abide the coming 
of the Lord, whose will is best, and whose time is always right. 

" Only thy restless heart keep still, 
And wait in cheerful hope; content 

To take whate'er His gracious will, 
His all-discerning love bath sent ; 

He'll come to thee a!l unaware, 
And make thee own His loving care." 

And thus, taking everything as from a father's hand, and sub
mitting in all things to our Father's will, we shall surely grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Our 
motives and onr lives will then be purified, till by God's rich grace we are 
made meet for the inheritance of the saints in light, into which, in oar 
Lord's good time, an abundant entrance shall snrely be administered 
unto us according to His own covenant of grace and faitbfnl word of 
promise upon which Re bas caused us to hope. 

Meanwhile, to Him be glory, honour, dominion and power, now 
and for ever. Amen . 

.A CHRISTIAN being- only a traveller through the world, must expect a traveller's 
fare-bad roads sometimes, bad weather and bad accommodation; but since his 
journey is short and his city is heaven, all his actions, sufferings, prayers and con• 
verse.Lion turn that way.-Bogatzky. 
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IN MEMORIAM: EDWARD BEAZLEY. 
{By the kind permission of our Brother, Mr. Geo. W. Shepherd, we quote the fol

lowing interesting account of the late Mr. E. Benzley from the October iesuc 
of Tlu TidingaBearcr,-ED.] 

HOME AT LAST. 
Being Notrs of a Sermon preaohed at Mount ½i.on Chapel, Ifill-.,tref't, D11'/'w•f

,qqnare, on Lord's-day Evening, September 19, 1886, having reference t11 t7,,, 
drparture to glory of 1J[r, Edward Beazley. 

"Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, And come with singing 
uni o Zion, and everlasting joy shall !le upon their head; they shall obtain gladness 
and joy, and sorrow and mourning shall flee away."-lsa. Ii. 11. 

By a singular coincidence, oar good brother (Mr. H. Hall) who 
addressed as at the.service on September 17 was led to found his 

remarks on the words that we had reserved to ourselves to have used 
on this occasion.• 'fhat circnmstance seemed to as· an iadication of 
the heavenly will, that we were to look elsewhere. 

We were then led to think of oar brother Beazley's favourite 
-chapter, the one read at the opening of this service (Isa. xxxv.), the 
last verse of which is in almost identical terms with our text. 

Another circumstance con.firmed our mind-namely, that the verse 
referred to was greatly instrumental in creating that bond of friendshp 
which existed between us and onr beloved brother. On first coming to 
this place, we were subjected to divers criticisms, some of them reason
able, and some of them unreasonable. But letting the past be past; 
our Brother Beazley was determined not to go by hearsay, but to judge 
for himself. Being engaged so constantly himself, it was some time 
before an opportunity occurred. We were at length preaching at 
Kingston-on-Thames, and Brother Beazley made it his business to come 
to hear. We were led to read.that same Isaiah xxxv., and preached.from 
the last verse. That sermon knit our brother's heart to our own; and 
from that day, to that of his death, our affections were undivided, 
and we shall feel doubtless more, when a little time bas elapsed, what 
a real and great loss we have sustained, But his Father bad more 
right to him than we bad : his mansion was prepared, and his crown 
was ready; and we must now be content to say, "I shall go to him, 
but he shall not return to me." 

We thought it would interest our friends better than anything that 
we conld say of our brother, to let him tell his tale in his own words; 
the more so, as he has left behind him an interesting diary, from which 
we have made the following extracts :-

I was born at Ickford, in the county of Bucks, in the year 1816. I Jived in 
11in and in all wickedness upwards of twenty years. But God who is rich in 
mercy, and great in condescension, convinced me of sin, righteousness, and judg
ment to come, and thereby showed me that I was a guilty, law-condemned sinner, 
and that without an interest in the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, I must die 
eternally. 

Bless God, O my soul, that He stopped me in my mad career, and showed 
me the awfulness of sin, and something of its damning consequences ! "The 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." 

The first impressions about eternity and the salvation of my never-dying soul 
I received at Ickford, under good Mr. Dow. The solemn words used on the 

•" For he was a good m11n, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith; and much 
people was added unto the Lord,"-Acts xi, 24, 
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occa~ion were," Aw11ke, thou tlat 11leepest, and a.ri1e from the dead, and Obrist 
shall give thee light." 

My feelings at this time were beyond &II description. Sin was felt and 
lamented. Hell appeared my doom. My Maker appeared dreadful in my appre
hension. In this stRt.e of mind I came from the house of God, end for the first 
time, in sincerity and heartfelt neceBBity, was compelled to cry, "God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner." My 111Jpp~srd good1'1e1s was now gone; my refuges of lies were 
ex:posed, and found nseleFs. I was a leper, a sinner throughout, 

I knew nothing of Christ as a Saviour, nor how God could be just, and justify 
the ungodly; but I became from this time a constant hearer of the Gospel, and 
daily, with many prayers, read the holy oracles of God, and, at times, got a little 
enconmgement. Still there was sin not forgiven; e.nd I could not shake it off. 
No: Blessed be God I The net Wll.8 ce.st on the right side of the ship, and not 
anything short of the divine fe.vour could se.tisfy my soul of its interest•in Gospel 
blemngs. • 

The awful solemnities laid on the conscience by the Holy Spirit, will make a 
sinner tremble, and cry for his life,-

" Where can I go, or whither flee, 
T' escape the vengeance due to me ! " 

I WBB now compelled to leave the world and my unholy companions, and go
with that people "everywhere spoken against." I thought them the most excel
lent people on earth. I envied their situation, and longed to know that their 
Master and Savionr was ,,,,y Friend. 

In March, 1841, I left lckford, and came to live in London, and there was 
highly favoured to hear of salvation through the Cross of Calvary. 

But mortal man could do me no good. God had wounded, and it was He 
alone who could give me by His Spirit that which to my soul was better than life. 

At this time I began to discover A GREAT BEAUTY IN CHRIST. I was led to 
see that salvation was by Christ alone-God in my natu1·e. In this way I could 
see justice satisfied, and the sinner-guilty as he is-go eternally free. As these 
blessed truths were opened np to my sonl, I prayed the Lord in His good pleasure 
to assw·e my soul that I had an interest in the truths of the BIBLE. Hea1·say did not 
snit my soul. I felt that I wanted a Savionr for my own soul-personal sal11ation. 
I wanted God to say, "I have loved THEE with an everlasting love-I have 
redeemed thee: thou art Mine!'' 

When God speaks to the soul, He commnnicates LIFE; and I am convinced 
that none but the eternal God can satisfy the guilty sinner that he has an undying 
interest in the realities of Bible blessings. 

Through the tuition of the Holy Spirit, I was brought here, and I do solemnly 
declare, that had God shut me up in the torments of the damned, I could not have 
found fanlt; I could see that my condemnation wonld have been just, 

But oh, my soul! adore and wonder at the love of a Triune God. He had 
thonghts of grace towards me, when in my blood, and the gall of misery; and 
thanks eternal to His adorable name, that He has, by the gracious teaching of the 
Spirit, revealed something of the sweetness of Christ to my never-dying soul. 

I was in soul-bondage for months. What to do I did not know. The very 
stones w the streets I envied. My state was awful: I thought the day o[ grace 
was past, and that hell would be my miserable home, 

And yet it was a great comfort to me that Jesus still receiveth sinners, My 
soul began to be attracted by the nanie of JEBDB. Music came from the cross. 
Sweet meeting place for divine justice and a sensible sinner I Here the sinner 
can stand secured from wrath and hell. I had daily expected the sentence to be 
executed on my guilty bead. But oh, my soul I stand amazed and wonder at the 
mercy of a Goo I 

Liberty of soul was granted me through the Scriptures of Divine truth. I was 
looking this way and that way, to get rid of my sin and guilt, but I did not look 
the right way, until God said," Look unto Me, and be saved." 

I think it was in the month of June, 18U, while reading the thirty.fifth 
chapter of the Book of Isaiah. I read it with delight, gladness, and pleasure. I 
shall never forget the feelings of delight produced in my soul on the occasion. 
My siDE, whicli appeared like a mountain, were go11,e I Peace flowed into my soul 
-I could look up and cry, Father I and I felt that if my sins had been fifty-fold 
more than they were that ther~ was -virtue in the blood of Christ to cleanse from 
all. 

These were golden moments. I thought they would always last. I now felt, 
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a new man-at liberty in the best sense; I thought the devil wu dead, and sin 
annihilated: but the monster dwells in the house; though, bless God, he is chained. 

I now walked in the light of the sun ; things wore quite a different aspect; I 
thought that I \tas going all the way to heaven rejoicing. But I soon found that 
my heart was a sink of sin, and not fit to be trnstecl for a moment. But it is my 
mercy thnt God sits at the head of nffairs; He has the reins of government in His 
Almighty hands, and though my sins armui, they cannot destroy; because Jesus, 
my sin-bearing Sunty, has been made a curse, that I, 11, wretch, might go ever
lastingly free. 

"He took my sins, g11,ve me Himself: 
What an exchange was here! " 

Who cnn fathom God's love to a guilty world 1 The redeemed, by the blood 
of the Cross, know something of its length, breadth, and height. It passeth know
ledge; language fails to describe it: it is boundless, it is everlasting, and it ia free! 

Happy the heart that ha~ felt it• Divine influence: there is no condemnation 
to that soul that has te.sted that the Lord is gracious. .After__this manifestation of 
Divine goodness to my soul, I was constrained to cast in my lot with the people 
th11,t loved· and served the God of Jacob. I was baptized by good John Foreman, 
at Hill-street, Dorset-square,• not to make me a Christian-this is alone the work of 
God-but in obedience to my Saviour, I was compelled to walk through the watery 
grave. He went through the fire of Divine wrath for my soul's good, and shall I 
despise what heaven has instituted I Let me di,, rather than deny Thy name. 

I was now, through the goodness of God, and the influence of the Spirit, 
brought to a satisfactory conclusion, as to my personal safety. I had now a good 
hope that my iniquity was for ever put away, and that some day I shonld arrive at 
the mansions of the blessed, and see Jesus, and be like Him. This is the goal of 
the Christian race. Let God have the praise, for it is entirely of His grace, that 
ever I was humbled at His feet; He has caused my soul to inherit snbstance. 

The Author of my salvation is God: He called me from the depths of sin by 
His Spirit: let free grace be magnified, and may my soul be constrained to walk 
through this vain world as becomes a Christian. ~fay my daily pra,,er be, " Keep 
me from evil;"-" Hold Thou me np, and I shall be safe." 

God of Jacobi grant a poor sinner his requestl May it be my happy privilege 
to live holy, die daily, and long for glory. '' I shall be satisfied, when I awake, 
with Thy likeness." At the resurrection morn, my sleeping dust shall awake to 
praise my Maker. God give me grace to hold out to the end, and then crown me 
with everlasting glory. 

[Following. this interesting narrative, our brother gives ns a declaration of his 
faith, which, for obvious reasons, it will be unnecessary to repeat here. Everybody 
knows what Edward Beazley believed; thirty years' ministry testified to the devo
tion of his he11,rt to the glorious truths of the everlasting Gospel. Concerning his 
call to that ministry, however, our brother writes as follows:-

" September, 1866. For fourteen years my mind has been very mnch exercised 
about preaching the gloriou~ Gospel of the blessed God. I came to this determina
tion in the strength of God, and by solemn prayer, that if He would condescend to 
fill me with His grace, and qualify me for the solemn work by the Holy Spirit's 
influence, that I would in His fear, and by His strength, go out and try to exalt 
Jesus, the sinner's Friend. 

"I have solemnly, and I hope prayerfully, given np my person to His wise 
disposal; that is, if it can be consistent with His honour to accept such a poor, 
worthless thing as I am, and send me into Hi11 vineyard. I am willing in His 
strenE{th tospen,I, and be spent for the good of Hiscause,and the glory of His great 
name. 

"May the God of Abraham direct me and keep me from a presumptuous step. 
May He lead me in.the way He would have me to go, and make it manifest to my 
soul that it is His hand that has led me to think of such a solemn matter. God 
hear my prayer for direction, and fill me with the Holy Ghost, for Christ's sake. 
Amen. 

" I have a vehement love for souls, my heart appears to be melted within me; 
I cannot account for the st,ange feeling that I bave bad for the last th~ee weeks. 
M11,ythe living God be pleased to unfold this riddle to my soul's sat1sfact10n, and I 
will crown Him thl"Ough eternity, Lord of all." 

(1'o be continued.) 

•This would be the month of July, 1S41. 
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THE CHARLES WATERS BANKS MEMORIAL. 
DE..A.R FRIENDS.-Above we gi\•e a sketch of the monument proposed to be 

erected to the ruernorv of the late Charles Waters Danks. It will be of the best 
selected Carrara marble, surmounted b.v a carved urn and drapery, entwined by a 
richly sculptured garland of flowers. The inscription will be engraved with inlaid 
metal letters: tbe total cost will be about £60. As soon as the funds will allow we 
shall instruct Mr. David Preston to proceed with the work. We trust every reader 
of the EARTHEN VESSEL will be moved to send us a donation to help on the 
project, and which shall be duly acknowledged in the pag~s of the EARTHEN 
V~i!8EL. We purpose closinl!" the list on January 20th, 1887. Thanking all 
friends, both at borne and abroad, for their kind promises, we cheerfully look 
for the amount needed. JONATHAN ELBEY, Sec, 

8, Edenbridge-road, South Hackney, London. 
A complete list of 1ubscriptio11s will be published in our ne!l!t iarue, 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
CENTENARY SERVICES, SALEM 

CHAPEL, BOND ST., BRIGHTON. 
The centenary of this Chnrch was 

celebrated by ipecinl services, on Sept. 
H, 1886. In the morning, at 11 o'clock, 
a devotional meeting, with short ad
dresses; afternoon, at three o'clock, a 
sermon by Mr. J. 8. Anderson; and a 
public meeting in the evening at 6.30, 
Mr. Chas. Masterson, pastor, presiding. 

then his prayers and his sermons very 
long; through grace he was brought to 
know tbe Lord, and was baptized. Oar 
present pastor is the seventh during the 
century. At the present time the cause 
was flourishing ; this should inspire 
gratitude. 'l.'hey bar! a large school, a 
good Bible-class, and he was looking for 
fruit, that the Bible-class would fornieb 
teachers. Be waq thankful they "'ere 
united, and prayed that many blessings 
might rest upon the work of Brother MORNING MEETING, 

1 M 3sterson. The pastor briefly stated the occasion 
of the day's services. To celebrate and 1 

acknowledge, with prayerful gratitude 
to God, the centenary of the formation 
of the Church, to review the past, and 
to seek for the future the Lord's blessing 
upon their work and service in the 
Gospel. Brethren Carr, Virgo, Smith, 
and Greenyer, offered solemn prayer 
and praise to God. Suitable hymns 
were sung, and the pastor called upon 
brethren Reed, Stevens, and Christmas, 
to give short addresses. 

Brother Reed said : So the Church is 
now one hundred years old-fourteen 
years older than the speaker. Its narne, 
"Salem," is first mentioned in connec
tion with the meeting of Melcbisedic 
and .Abraham. It signified peace. As 
a Church they were at peace; that was 
a blessing. Peace was proclaimed by 
the Gospel, and it was important not to 
take a one-sided view of the Gospel. 
They had met to honour and glorify the 
Lord. They desired the Lord to sanctify 
these centenary meetings. He was con
vinced the spirit of the Gospel was to 
walk in love. In looking back, person
alty there was always something to 
mourn over, something to bumble us; 
but was thankful to see this one hun
dredth year of the Church. He hoped 
Acts ix. 31 might be realised: "Then 
had the Churches rest, . . . and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and 
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were 
multiplied." 

Brother Stevens, Superintendent of 
the Sunday-school, and President of the 
Brighton Sunday-school Union, said it 
gave him great pleasure to stand on that 
platform to take part ill: the centenary 
services. It was pleasrng to review 
some of the events of one's life. He 
remembered the old chapel, which was 
superseded by the present beautiful 
structure. He was told that he was 
carried there as a babe. As a boy he 
well remembered Mr. Savory. He was 
a kind, fatherly man; but I tµougbt 

.Brother Christmas said : Dear Pastor, 
we are fa voure<l to speak on an extra• 
ordinary occasion. We have weekly 
meetings, anniversaries, we have had 
our jubilee, and now we have the cen
tenary. When reviewing the past there 
is much to bumble us; !mt bow much to 
be tbankfol for I Surely we can say, 
"Hitherto the Lord hath helped us." 
I was reminded this morning that Moses 
said to Israel, "Thou shal t remember all 
the way the Lord thy God bath led 
thee." We desire to reflect on God's 
past mercies and kindness to this Church 
with thankfulness. Looking at the past 
what changes have taken place ! The 
old chapel that stood here was quite in 
the country, and close by a farm-yard. 

Tbe morning meeting closed with 
praise and prayer. 

.AFTERNOON SERVICE, 

There was a large gathering. Mr. J. 
S. Anderson read Psa. xviii., and spoke 
'from verse 35 : '· Tbou hast also given 
me the shield of Th-.v salvation, and Thy 
right hand hatb holden me up, and Thy 
gentleness bath made me great." The 
preacher said this Psalm, or song, David 
spoke unto the Lord-0 that all songs 
in the sanctuaries of our land were 
spoken unto the Lord-in the day the 
Lord delivered him out of the hand of 
all his enemies, etc. This Psalm was a. 
thanksgiving for deliverance. It referred 
to Christ, and was also the language of 
every spirit-taught son!. He wonld 
notice (1) tJ:,.e gift bestowed,(2) tbe help 
afforded, (3) the greatness conferred. 
Mr. Anderson said some very beautiful 
things upon the shield, and the whole 
discourse was listened to with deserved 
attention by a large audience. 

EVENING MEETING, 

After a bountiful tea, a public meeting 
was held at 6.30. The pastor, Mr. c_ 
Masterson, occupied the chair, supported 
by Brethren Anderson (New Cross), S. 
Gray (Ebenezer, Brighton), Geeenyear 
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(Dlt.cbllng), Mitchell (Guildford), Turner 
(Fiehefflgllte). Virgo (Wivelalield), the 
deRcons, and other friende. There was 
a large gathering of friende on this in
tereeting occasion. 

The meeting WM opened by singing 
RDd prayer. Mr. Masterson B&id he 
trusted thRt the prayers gone up that 
dlly would be answered in blessings on 
the future of the Church as they had 
been in the past. It was no ordinary 
occa.sion for " Church to celebrate its 
centenary. They purposed to review 
their work since its foundation, which 
he hoped would cause thankfulness for 
the past goodness of the Lord and in
spire them with zeal and tr1Jst in God for 
the future. Re would now call upon their 
esteemed secretary to rCRd a short his
tory of the Church. Mr. Carr, on rising, 
read BB follows:-
Cenhmary nf tlw Ghurcl1 nf l'krist at 

&lem., Bond-strert, Brighton, E,ept 
14tk, 1S86. 
Having through the goon band of God 

met to celebrate the centf!nary of the 
Baptized Church of Christ here, it was 
thought some particulars of its history
culled from Church books and other 
sources, with facts supplied by living 
witnesses-would not only be interesting 
but also instructive and encouraging, 
and, we trust, lead us through grace to 
acknowledge with gratitude the loving
kindness of the Lord. 

We \fish it to be understood-we do 
not imply that there were no persons of 
Baptist principles in Brighton prior to 
the existence of this Church, 

Four years ago the 811.ssez Daily Xews 
gave a series of interesting sketches, 
describing the past aIJd present condi
tion of the various religious bodies in 
the town. From them and other sources 
we learn that et a very early date there 
were Baptists in the (then) little fishing 
village of Brighthelmstone. Crosby, in 
bis history of the Baptists, states that 
some met on Lord's-day. May 29th, 1670, 
but were disturbed, persecuted, and scat
tered by that bitter hater of Dissenters, 
Captain Nicbolas TetterselJ, then High 
Constable. Perhaps the first account 
of the existence of any Baptist place of 
worship in the town is found in Dr. 
Anthony Relham's short history of 
Brightbelmstone, published in 1761. 
Al,out a quarter of a century after this 
Salem Cliapel was erected, L,y whom we 
are not informed. From the Church's 
records. we learn that the nucleus of the 
Church here was formed by fifteen per
sons-members of tbe Church at Wivels
field-wbo, resirling in or near Brighton, 
requested permission to form themselves 

into a Church, both for convenience eake 
and to extend Chriet'8 kingdom. The 
Church at Wivelefield, under the paetoral 
care of; Mr. Henry Booker, cordially 
assentea and eupported them in tbie 
course. We therefore regard the Church 
at Wivelefleld, where our esteemed 
brother Mr. G. Virgo now labours, as 
the mother Church. 

Mr. Henry Booker, the firet paetor of 
Wivelsfield Church, though of humble 
origin, wits no ordinary man; be wae 
?rought into_ the liberty of the Gospel; 
1f correctly rnformed, on this wise. A 
fellow-workman went to Brighton to 
hear the celebrated George Whitefield. 
The next da,v he said to bis mate, while 
at their work, "Harry, I have beard a 
new doctrine. We can't be justified by 
our works. Whitefield said yesterday 
that a sinner was justified by the blood 
and righteousness of Obrist alone and 
not by his works, and he proved it too 
and made it plain from the Scripture.': 
Quoting the Scriptures Whitefield used 
they sank into Harry Booker's heart'. 
Harry and his mate at this time were 
members of a Socinian Church-Soci
nians denying the proper Deity and God
heed of Christ-professing to imitate 
Him, and by their works and religious 
duties, expect to be justified by God. 

The new doctrine, justification by 
faith in the Person, blood, and 
righteousness of Christ, was revealed bv 
the Holy Spirit, and embraced by these 
men. It brought new life to Harry 
Booker's soul, light to his understanding 
comfort to his heart, and fervour and 
heat to his spirit. The fire within burst 
forth. Harry began to talk about. it to 
hie fellow-members. He was brought 
before the Church; but he stood up 
boldly and faithfully, and by the Word 
of God and the power of God's Spirit, 
he proved his doctrine true and beat the 
minister. Then it was decided they 
should have another meeting, and this 
time his pastor brought no less than 
fifteen ministers-some very learned
but the Lord stood by him, and gave 
him a wisdom that overcame fifteen 
learned Socinians. Harry Booker showed 
from the Word that Christ was really the 
Son of God, and that justification was by 
His blood and righteousness alone; and he 
put them to silence; so they served him 
as the Pharisees did tl.ie man whose 
eyes Jeslis opened, They turned Harry 
Booker out of the Church. Bui God bad 
been working-the Holy Spirit used 
Harry's testimony to open the eyes of 
many of his fellow-members, and they 
came out with him, Rnd Harry Booker 
became their minister at Wivelsfiehl. 
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Thue from the eeed of the Word of 
God, eown b:r Whitefield, at Brighton, 
the vine at Wivelefleld sprang up. From 
a branch of that vine thie Uhuroh was 
planted; and from this vine two o:ffsboote 
have been t11ken and planted in Brigh
ton-one the oauee at Sussex-street and 
the other Ebenezer, an equally prosper
ous Church with our own. Greet and 
marvellous are Thy works, Lord God 
Almighty I (Rev. xv. 3), 

The fifteen members from Wivelsfield 
-entered the following record in the 
Oburch Book of Salem, dated September 
17th, 1786, just one hundred years ago. 

"We, the inhabitants of Brighthelm
stone and its neighbourhood, having (we 
hope) been called out of Nature's dark
ness into the marvellous light of the 
Gospel, and converted from inveterate 
enemies to be the willing subjects of 
King Jesus, through the effectual work
ing of God the Spirit, and being by a 
-chain of wise providences brought to
gether, when and where we are indulged 
with an opportunity of forming ourselves 
into a visible Church of Obrist, we think 
it our duty to do so.'' 

This was the date and origin of the 
Church at Salem. The record then states 
further. 

" That believing. the Articles of Faith 
drawn up by Dr. Gill for his Church to 
be founded upon and contained in the 
Word of God, we, on this account, have 
iDl!erted them as our Articles of Faith." 

Aiter a lapse of 100 years, these still 
remain the Articles of Faith at Salem, 
and believing they are substantiated by 
God's infallible Word, may we, through 
grace, as a people maintain the same 
truths and be found faithful unto death, 

The Church being formed, their pulpit 
was supplied by Mr. Lucas, of Wivels
field, and other ministers. Brother 
Booker visiting them occasionally to ad
minister the ordinances. 

In 1790 Thomas Vine became their 
pastor, and the little cause showed some 
signs of progress, but Mr. Vine changed 
bis views from a particular to a general 
Baptist, and was requested to discon
tinue bis labours after holding office 
three years, 

The unfaithful shepherd tainted some 
of the flock who went out with him and 
weakened the little cause, but the Lord 
supported the Church and verified the 
.promise: " Them that honour Me I will 
honour." But the position of these 
brethren was painful, being burdened 
with a debt on their chapel of £300. 
They applied for help to the Particular 
Baptist Fund in London; their applica.
tion wis entertained, but the amount 

received is not stated in the Church 
Book. Thie, and many other important 
matters, are not recorded in the Church 
Book, while such a simple thing as the 
colour of the pulpit cushion is inserted. 

Jlut we note mth gratitude that the 
Hother Church at Wivelsfield continued 
their watchful care and sympathy, as the 
Church Book records under date, .Jan. i9, 
1794:-

" Resolved, that Brother Booker be re
quested to administer the ordinance of 
the Lord's Sapper to the Church ne1t 
Lord's Day." 

Thus it is evident this worthy minister 
watched with fatherly and prayerful in
terest the little caus~ at Salem. 

On May 10th, 1797, Mr. Humphrey 
was ordained the pastor, Brethren 
Booker and Middleton officiating. Dur
ing bis ministry many were baptized and 
added to the Church, and considerable 
prosperity was enjoyed. Failing health 
compelled him to resign in August, 1803. 
Several ministers were invited to take 
the pastorate, but declined - Brethren 
N. Tidd, Foster, Catlin, and Severn of 
Walworth; bot in October, 1804, )fr. 
Gough became the pastor ; prosperity 
followed, many were added to the 
Church, and it was necessary to enlarge 
the chapel and erect galleries. Mr. 
Gough resigned through ill-health after 
sustaining the pastoral office ten years. 

We gather from the records, that 
whenever the Church fell into an~ diffi
culty or trouble, special prayer meetings 
were convened. We admire the wisdom 
of thiij. 

• '' Wrestling prayer- ca.n wonders do, 
Bring relief in deepe ,t sr.raits; 
Prayer can force .,. pe.ssage through 
Iron bars and brazen gates." 

In November, 181-1, Mr. W. Packer 
became pastor; he held the office 14: 
years with many tokens of the d,vine 
blessing. Under his ministry the Sab
bath School was inaugurated at Salem. 
We have in the school now 200 scholars, 
a band of loving teachers and a valued 
superintendent, whose labours of faith 
and love we pray God may largely 
bless. 

In 1822, Alexander Lambert, T. 
Harmer and G. Webb, deacons, with 32 
members, sent a request, in writin~, to 
the Church, asking leave to withdraw 
and form themselves into a new cause. 
On April 30th, l S22, they were dismissed 
with prayer that the blessing of God 
might rest upon them. These formed 
the Church now meeting at Eb~nezer 
Chapel, Brighton, where Joseph Segwick 
preached many ye:us with much success. 
fie was suc~eeded bv the late Iirael 
Atkinson, whose ministry was greatly 
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owned of God. The preeent pBBtor is 
our Rro1ber, S. Gray, for whom we de
sire the richest blessings. Thas Ebenezer, 
an offshoot from this Church, he.a indeed 
been n fruitfal b0ugh. 

Jn 1828 Mr. W. Packer resie:ned the 
Pastora1c at Snlem. In October, 1829, 
Mr. Savory, of Devizes, (who bad for 
manv Lord's-davs ministered with great 
accej,tance) wn.•i" unanimonsly chosen by 
the Church to be their pastor, which 
ofli<-e be honourably sustained till his 
death in 18,53. From the Church's 
records we gather that at no period of 
its bistorv bnd God's blessing been more 
largely realised, and su~b prosi:,e~ity en
ioved as under the fruitful mm1stry of 
Mr. Savory. One who knew him well 
states be was a good, godly, fatherly 
pastor, full of love and gen~leness, 
especiallv to the young. He faithfully 
adhered "to God's truth, preached it in 
love. and his ministry we.s one of long 
success. We bless the Lord Jesus for 
faithful pastors. The memory of William 
Savory is fragrant. 

u The actions of the j ast 
Smell swe()t &ad blossom In the dust." 

During this bright era of Salem's his
torv many brethren were raised up here 
to ·preach the Gospel, and we rejoice 
that in this Church still we have brethren 
who go into the villages around preach
ing Christ crucified. 

The next Pastor of Salem was Mr. 
George Isaacs, who sustained the office 
eiglit years. The Church books shew 
that his work was attended by God's 
blessing, but differences arising in ~he 
Church he retired from Salem, and with 
those who sympathised with him held 
services at the Town Hall. Afterwards 
Sussex-street Chapel was bailt for them, 
where be laboured till his death. 

Some vears before Mr. Savory's death 
the old chapel was found_ too small and 
badly ventilated.• A piece of ground 
at the rear of the chapel was pnrchased 
for £200 to enlar~e it, but this ~as not 
carried oat. Durmg Mr. Isaacs pastor
ate. the old chapel, built in 1787, was so 
inconvenient and dilapidated that it ~as 
pulled down and the present beautiful 
building was erected on its site by 
Messrs. Anscombe and Wisden, in 1861, 
at a cost of £1,900, with sittings for 830 

pe~~~-John Glaskin succeeded Mr. 

• Al&i ! bow man:v ministers e.re slowly mar .. 
dered by badly .entilaLed chapel•, t_brougb the 
uegleci of Deacov• i Tbe preacher 1nbales the 
"Vitiated air dhcharged from tbe lungs or the 
bearers below bun. '.fbis produces throat and 
chest dbc,rders, ruins 1he voice, und1::rmtnes 
health, ca.l.lB<:s mocb ~ering, often endiDg In & 

premature grave. 

IsBacs and occupied the Salem pulpit 
for 17 years, the earlier part of hie 
ministry was much bleseed, but Bt the 
latter part the cause seriously declined. 
Mr. GlRSkin left in March, 1881, and now 
labours at Tenterden, Kent. It should 
be st11.ted that during Mr. Glaskin's pBB
torate a debt of £800 on the building 
was paid off. 

Mr. Charles Masterson having preached 
to us with much acceptance, received 
from the Church a perfectly unanimous 
invitation to become the pastor of Salem. 
Thie he accepted in May, 1882. Before 
coming here Brother Masterson laboured 
for 12 years in Little Alie-street, London. 

Since his settlement among us, though 
like bis predecessors, he bas not been 
without his trials, yet the Lord bas been 
with him and made him a blessing to 
many. During his brief pastorate a debt 
of £260 for renovating the chapel bas 
been cleared off by the kindness of the 
friends, so that in celebrating our cen
tenary, we can announce with gratitude 
to God, that we have a house free of 
debt in which we meet to worship God, 
we rejoice also to stat-e that the institu
tions of the Church. The Sunday School, 
Good Samaritan and Tract Societies are 
in a healthy state and doing a good 
work. 

Salem has been favoured with warm 
hearted and worthy deacons in the past, 
Brethren Hope, Durtnall, Juniper, and 
others. The brethren who now fill 
the office, are Thomas Read, now in his 
86th year, but still actively engai;ed as 
deacon and village pr~acher, Henry 
Carr, James Horton Stephens, Walter 
Boniface, John Christmas and George 
Fowler, who with pastor, earnestly pray 
the Lord to give us grace as a Church. 
To contend earnestly for the faith once 
delivered to the saints, and by the in
fluence and power of the Holy Ghost 
unitedly to seek the extension of the 
Redeemer's Kingdom, and may these 
centenary services be much blessed and 
still greater prosperity attend the 
Church at Salem, at Bond-street, 
Brighton. Peace be within thy walls, 
and prosperity within thy palaces. For 
my brethren and companions' sake I 
will now say, Peace be within thee. 

[Very many hearty thanks to our 
dear brother, Mr. John Bonney, for his 
kindness in furnishing us with the above 
excellent report of • a series of most 
interesting services.-En.] 

NOTTING-BILL GATE.-The harvest 
lhank8giving service at Bethesda was held 
oo Tuesday, October 6. Tea was provided, 
to whiclJ a numerous company sat down, At 
lhe public meeliog the pastor took the 
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chair, end reRd Poalm xcvl., end gRve 11 
•hort addr••• upon the nRturRI and •plrlluRI 
hRrve•t. Rrother Oxhorrow, ducon, Rnd 
Drother Sennett, of Mount Zion, addreeeed 
the Throne of Orace. Very ,uitable ad
drelll!eR were d,llvered by Brethren Spire, 
lluehbrook, Donca•ter, Rorl Oxborrow. A 
numher of ouitnble hymn• were heartily 
oung, ond II thorough eplrlt of proi•e and 
tbank•11lving pervaded the whole of the 
meeting. The full atrendance, the very 
numerou• gift• of fruit, flower•, corn, ikc., 
with, we truet, the spiritual blessing accom
panying tile meeting, ma,le it a sea,on of 
refre•hiog not to be easily forgotten. A vote 
of thanks we• passed to our lady friends for 
their very liberal contributions of ,pecimens 
of our heavenly Fnlher's marvellous handi
work. Hymn 948, Denham'•, we• eung, 
and prayer, offered by the pastor, brought 
tbie happy meeting to a close. 

LEWlSHAM.-College-park chapel is 
progressing through tile divine bles,ing 
upon the preached Word; and the spirit of 
unity exislin~ between pastor, deacons, end 
people, makes the place to be a Ii rrle l!'reen 
spot in the Strict Baptist den,,mination. 
Tuesday, October 5, was the fifrh anniver,ary 
of the pastorate of Mr. W. Hazelton, Mr. 
George Sawyer presided, end in •he course 
of his rema,·ks, spoke of the fdlow•hip of 
God's pPople in contrast to that of the world, 
and celled on Mr Hazelton to speak to 
them, who, in giving a statement of their 
laet year's work, said he had been with the 
Church six years, and in no one year bad the 
Lord so prospered them a• the last; as the 
years increase, so does his love for the tru tbs 
of the Gospel increase, and the desire to 
know nothing amool!' men but Christ, and 
Him crucified. Durin~ the past year four
teen have been added, ten by bapti,rn,and four 
from other churches, In the five years of 
hie pastorate, Mr. Hazelton bad taken fifty 
into Church fellowship; four have entered 
into rest, and four removed in the order of 
God'• provideoee. School and Bible-class 
were progressing most favourably; we want to 
enlarge the chap~!, and erect a school-room, 
which we hope to do some day, if the Lord 
will. Mr, Anderson, as a neighbour and 
brother, was present to wish them God
speed, and to congratulate the pastor and 
Church on the blessing that has attended 
them. Conversion is the work of God the 
Holy Ghost, but he ( Mr. A.) cannot under
stand how any minister can 110 un year after 
year without seeing •ouls converted. Mr. 
('.opeland dwelt on the work of the Holy 
Spirit a• a witnesser. Mr. R. E. Sears gave 
some sth-riog words on practical Cioris•i~oity. 
Mr. Reyoollls was glad to tiod an increasing 
desire among the Churche• to see ,ouls 
brought under the sound of the Word, aud 
the question with all should be, " How oft 
!,ave l tried to bring a soul to Cail ary? " 
Mr. Dexter spoke ve,·y eocoura11iu~ly 10 bis 
Brother Hazelton nod the Church. lo the 
afternoon Mr. John Haz.-lton preached. The 
collec1io11s were good, the ,iuginit hearty, 
and prayer was offored by-J. W. B. 

SURREY TABERNACLE, WANSEY
STREET, WALWORTH-ROAD. 

SPECIAL SERVICES. 

lo thie moot beautiful and commodious 
temple of God (•o well-known to tbousamls 
of our Strict B•pti•t friend• In town and 
country) speei•I services were h•ld on Tues
day,Octoher 19th. 1886. TheoeGod-honourinit 
Rervice!il were corn memorative of the forma
tion of the Church worshippinj( in the 
Tabernacle, and of the openio~ of the 
builrling it•elf. As we entered the noble 
••nctuary in the eveniD!I,' of the day we were 
deli~hted t,., see •uch a lara;e ~athering of 
friends, most of whom, we preoume h~•I met 
to hear somethin!I,' pertaining to their un
bounded inheritance on high, and with them 
we cou Id say, 

1
' Jesus, bow heavenly is the place 

Where Tbv dee.r people wait for Thee I 
Where the rich fonntain of Thy grace 

Stands ever open, foll and free." 
In the afternoon Mr. 0. S. Dolbey preached 

a a;ood sound Go•pel sermon. lo the evening 
the number of attendants incre&Red, many 
ministerial brethren were seated in tbe body 
of the chapel and in the galleries. On the 
platform, supporting the worthy chairman, 
Mr. Albert Boulden (deacon), were Me.ffS_ 
Rundell, Crowhurst, Carr, King, Green, 
(deacons), also Mesel'l'. Holrlen, Cornwell-, 
Winters, Mitchell, Mead, Dolbey, Bush, 
Webb, Bonney, Wise, Burbridge, House 
and Turner (ministers). Noticeable too, in 
the coogreJ!'ation were brethren Rose, 
Williamson, Milbourne, El•ey, Holland, and 
others. • 

The chairman opeaed the meeting with a 
hymn, which was right heartily sung under 
the leaJership of Mr. J. M. Rundell, and read 
a portion of P,alm lxxxix., and Mr. C. Corn
well olfered earnest prayer, to which very 
many said, .dmen. Mr. Boulden, in the 
course of bis introductory speech, made many 
touching remarks relative to bis early con
nection with tbe Surrey Tahernacle, and the 
powerful ministry of bis late beloved pastor, 
Mr. Ja~es Wells, of blessed memory. Mr. 
Boulden said that it was by the special 
request of his brethren in office that be 
occupied the position of !'hairman of the 
meeting. He also said that upon that aoni
ver1ary he could look back with bis brethren 
and friends through the year just past, and 
view many of the expressions of the Lord's 
goodness and mercy towards them. It was II 
kind of memorial da.,., an<l be could with 
the rest of his co-workers and friends, adopt 
the language of the prophet and say, 
" Hitherto bath the Lord helped us." The 
Church was in peace, and in some measure 
prosperous, and as regards the truth, the 
~ame continued to be preached from week to 
week as io years past. The Church ha,l 
been in a widowed state for a ion!!: while, 
hut the precious truths of the Gospel were 
heard with Ai much pleasure and profit as 
in days gone by, He (the chairman) couU 
look at the Lord's baud io keeping the 
Church aud the people together year after 
yeor; aml the Lord would l,ooour His own 
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Word. There h•d been R few little drRw
bark•. hut all l'l•ere •een to he working 
toizether for iroorl, Rod pro•perir~• hnd n!!• n led 
the prenrhed Word. The Church hnd •u•
tained ln,,•e•, hut other friend, hnd in R m•R
•ure fill,-d their pler('!I, provin1t the f•rt 1hnt 
the Lord would ahundantlv hie•• z;on and 
oati,fl' her poor with bread; whirh hr,a·I WRR 

the Lord ,Te•u• C~ri,t. Her pde•t• were 
clothf'ri wi•h ••h•atton, ond they in prenrhin,r 
were enohl"'t often to look at their 1tloriou• 
app•rel. ••h•ation, end lo•e •i11:ht of 1hem-
11elves. Mr. Boulden <'lo•ed hi• odmirnhl, 
"Jl"f'Ch b~· thRnkinl[ the 11:ood mini•ters pre
..ent. who h Rd served the Ta hern ael e pu I pit 
with murh fei1hfulne.• during the pa•t )'ear, 
and "a, exr.eedin11ly 1tled to see such a good 
numhrr ot the meetin11;. 

Mr. F. C. Bohlen, of Limehouse, followed 
by 1tivinl!" out a short hymn of praise ( Wtlh' 
Selerti,,o). 

Mr. E. Mitchell, of Guildford, delivered a 
ver)· •avoury address relative to the 1tlorious 
re,;t of Christ on the completion c,f Hi• Qreat 
work on earth, and unfolded the rest of the 
8Blnts in Christ, end pointed to that fuller 
N!8t which yer remained to be possessed by 
the children of God. 

Mr. Wi••, late of Margate, j!'RVe out hymn 
257. end l\lr. J". Mead, pn•tor of rhe Church 
at N unhead, and previously for many years 
Bll'OCiered with the Surrey Tabernacle, 
addr ... -.d the friends in a celm and able 
manner on the word•, "Thy hw is rbe 
tru,h" ( P,a. cxix. 142). Mr. Mead shol'<'ed 1 

the true nature of this law a• heing 1he law 
of the •pirit of life in Christ J" e-u•, the few 
of Ii berry which made il<l own su hj,cts gave 
them their con•titution and ch.,recter, "nd 
wu fin•!. needing no change or renewing. 

Mr. John Bonney. of Guildford, ge•e out 
a hymn which the friends sang whir ll'reat 
spirit, and Jdr. W. Winters (tbe F..diror) 
followed with some remark• on the gl ,tious 
expecr.tiou of the oaintJa, Mr. W. Webb, 
late of Leicester, read a hymn, !IJd Mr. 0. 
S. D.,lbey tofJ ut of bi, full soul many 
blessed things in harmony with what had 
preceded him in the •JJeecbes of bi• br•l~rtn . 
.Mr. Dolbe_v founded bi• remarks upon the 
words in Heh. ii. 1, and unfol<.ied some of 
the precious things which the sainlB should 
DOI lei slip-

.Mr. T Carr announced hymn 18, after 
which Mr. J. Bu,h, of N orbiton, as a hiud 
let loose, i,ave J!oodly word• on the ble,;i;ed
neas of the •pirit of the P•almist when be 
aid, " I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever." This Houoe of 11,e Lord, said the 
apeaker, was Christ, and in Him was safety 
and prod,ion ; and of whom be could say-

•· Compar<·d with Christ, io all beside 
No cometioees l Bet": 

The une Lhrng neaoful, Jeareat Lo1d, 
h t.u bt:one w1Lll Thee.'' 

Thu• r he fedio!!' of bi.o beert was, 
'' Grvc me ChriBt., or else I die." 

The Chairmen having tlia,,ked lhe 
brethren for their excellent speecbea, and tbe 
hearers for their uohroken attention, gave 
out tt.e favourite and fiual hymn-

•· All hail tbe power ot Jesu's name." 

And rlo•ed with the Benedlcllon, another 
hip;hly favoured •en•on under Ood'• pre
••nce Rnrl hle .. tn11; In the Rnrrey 1'ohPtn•1cle. 
To God be all tbe glory0 -THB EDITOR. 

OLEM~FORD. - The nnnlveroRry ser
vices At Rhenr·zer were held on Sunday, 
Ocroh•r IO, when Bruther R. A. Huxham 
preR~he,1 three Chrl•t-exellinp; Rlld soul
corn fort in 11: •ermon•, which were 11,tened to 
hy lerire Ami attentive con~re11;Atlon~. On 
Mon,lay followln1t, In the efternoon, Brother 
Huxlrnm preach"') from John xv. !!6, •ettlnl!' 
forth the PeMlon ond work of (.lod the Holy 
Ghost, oiler which B lfOOrl compeny ••t down 
to tea. In the evening a hRrvest thnnk•~iviDI!' 
servi,·e wa• held, when the chapel was 
crowded. The pBStor pre•ided, And opened 
the meeting with the well-known hymn, 
"To prof-. our ever-bounteous Lor,t," &lid 
rea~ P,elm lxv.; after which Brnther E. 
While led us In prayer. Brother R. Page 
•poke v;ravely and sweetly from " Ye shall 
keep My Sahbatlls and reverence My sanc
tuary; I am the Lord" (Lev, xxvi, 2); 
Brother E. While spoke feithfu,Jy and 
boldly upon the Word Holy, courage tn
Cnri,riao •ervice ; Brother A. J. Morlina: 
•poke sweetly from John I. 16: end Brother 
Huxhem from P•a. lxv. 11." Thou crowneet 
the ~·ear with Thy goodness," •bowing how 
the Lorri hod crowned this year abundantly 
in pro•id, nee end in grace. The meetinl!' 
tbroull'hou t was a bleesed one ; eoch brother 
!M'emed filled with tbe Holy Ghost, &lid the 
coogregetio!I listened with rapt attention, 
and meuy expressed that it was 11:ood to be 
there. It wu one of the most ouccessful 
a11niversary servicee held et Ebenezer, end we 
bless _the name of the Lord for it, end take 
courage. Collections were very 1tood, The 
happy meeting was concluded by singing 
"Blest be the tie that binds."-A. J. WARD, 

AYLESBURY, BUCKS,-Wewereprivi
leged 10 hol,J our aoniver,ary oervices tbia 
year under very favoureble circums!Ance•; 
and while we render hearty thauk• to our 
covennnr-keeping Ood, do el•o desire to be 
err, ngtbeoed in faith and prayer by every 
manifest 1oken of His goodness. This 
Church in pBSt years hBS pa .. ed through 
many tr) iug scenes, but, having obtained 
h.Ip of Go,t, has continued unto this day, 
and at 1hi• present appears ee young as ever, 
w~ile, under her present pestor'• ministry, 
there i• en incre88e in numbers and iuftuence. 
Thursday, Sept. 16, was rhe day fhed upon
to celebrate our 85th anniveroary, and to 
offer thanks to tbe Lord for Hi• mercle6 
during auorber year. Friends came from 
Tring, Tbaroe, A•kett, Aston Clinton, Long 
Mar,too, Lee Common; in fact, we were 
cheered by the pre•euce of repre,entallves of 
the neil(bbouriog Churches lo a great degree, 
and reJJOrt with much pleasure bow profit
ably our bre1hr,n BoK and Winter- (who 
were the preachers of the dey) wer• heard, 
our earue•I l1ope and prayer heiug that the 
goo1 w.ed of the kingdom may yie!J •u ample 
barv8"t of fruit to tbe glory of the divine 
.Master.-F. 
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MEl'ROPOLJrAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHU llCHE~. 

Th• h,il£-veorlv mee•lo11: or •hi• •••oci•llon 
w11.• hel,1 In Arhll•on-park Ch 1pel, '!hrp
berd's-hu,h, on Tue,dn_y, Oct. 121h. Jn tile 
aftern 011 the minister• end deleii:•te• of the 
assod111e,J Churche• met for conference end 
prlvete husloes,, which w•• fnllowe,t by a 
substnntlel lee, pro,·l<led by lhe l.illeo, Mr. 
Franklin, Mr. Goudy, ar,d others, doing 
their be•t to entert•lo !he oumerou, n••em
bly. The evening •ervice commenced et 
6.30, under the preoidency of Mr. R. E. 
Bears. \\> hen e hymn h•d be,n ,uog, the 
president rend Mell. vl. 7-16, with. e brief 
but tellinjl word of comment, and the 
brethren Fleck, of Wi1100-•quare, end 
Crouch, of Forest-gnte, implored the Lord's 
blessing on the meeting end the Churches 
of truth. At the conclusion of this de· 
votiooel service, Mr. John Huot L)nD (the 
president-elect) llelivered II sermon from, 
" Unto the prai•e of His glory" ( Eph. i. 14), 
of which the following is a sketci:l :-

1. Tile text is the key of the Epistle, and 
ill the purpose of the Fether in the coveoeot 
of gnce, 2. " His Glory " here is the 
Father'• Glory, as distiogui•hed from 1he 
Glory of God in creation (P-a. xix. 1 ), 
"Blessed be the Fether who hath preJes
tioated us unto the adoption of childrtn by 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to His 
good pleasure which He hat11 purposed in 
Himself" Compare John xvi. 27, "Tile 
Father Himself lovetb you." 3. For 1his 
cause-viz,, that those having redemption 
through the Blood of Christ would be to the 
praise of the Fa!her's Glorv, a two-fold 
mioistr,v, of might and of knowledge, is ac
eompli•hed in the gifl of the Holy Ghost as 
the earnest of the inheritance. 4. The 
Apostle'• prayer for the Ephesians followed 
these lines (a)," that He would grent you 
to be s1reogtheoed with might ; " ( b) " that 
ye may be able to comprehend and to kn ,w." 
5. The exhortations of the Epi.-1le applied 
the same duel ministry to the lives of the 
saiots, both a• to their Church staodiog and 
their oa1 ural and social relationsllip•, floally 
calling them to the Lord a• their only 
1treog1h-vl. 10, 6. That the Churches of 
the Metropolitan Association are set to wit
ness man's impotence, God's might, and the 
clearer teslimuny of inspired knowledge, is 
cause fur un;µeakahla joy and praise ; as are 
alao the growing tokens that tile substance 
of the Apostle's prayer, involvin1t the pur
p388 proclaimed in the text, i• b,ing wrought 
oy God into their prayer, their testimony 
and their life. 7. The experience of the 
purpose of the text is Inwrought in the 
weakest doullt•r in God's family, in the 
faintest of his groaning•, which ere by the 
Spirit of Glory and of Go,t (Rom. viii. 26), 
and which must, 1he1efore, rench the fruition 
of His graclou8 labour. 8, The innumerable 
boat at last made perfect shall, so to •ay, and 
88 the Hebrew word for praise Implies, add 
lustre to 1he Father's glory, wh•n in the 
perfect city, Goo shall b~ the light. fn 
many senses otherwise 1hllll they be to " the 

prRl•e of HI• glory." Finall_y, "lhe text i• a 
flt wnteh..,or,I f,ir the n••01oialion, hoth for 
prayer, for tPMtimrin_v, for Church :ulminifi! .. 
tntinn, anrl rnr rl••i.v life; and should exclJde 
all other RM lower aims. 

It w•• a noble •i11:ht to see •ome 250 men 
rPpre•enting the m jority of the London 
Churches ,,f truth united for the •peciaf 
ohject of the Rrlvancemeot of the kingdom of 
C~rist and God's glory.-J. W. B. 

OCC0LD, SUFFOLK.-On We~oesday 
Sept. 20, harvest thonk,11:iviog service• wer~ 
held lo the ch•pel. In the afternoon Mr. C. 
H 111 preached a sermon from Amo• i,c, 9 
whieb was listener! to with much plsa•ure'. 
A public tea followed. ~In the evenin"' a 
public meeting wa• held, presided ovPr hy the 
pastor, Mr. 8. Haddock. Afrer •inz-iog 
reading, and pra_ver, we listened to ~som~ 
lively, helpfol, ,ncouras!'log truth• from the 
lip,ofhretb en Harri,, D?boam, and Marsh 
by which ,inners were warned while aeekers' 
teachers and p· aying mothers were much 
encouraged and •timulated to press on. Such 
a combination of htlpful instruction in divine 
tbiDJi!iS we ere f•voured to receive from God's 
ministers, that we are often led to exclaim 
" How heautiful upon the mountains are tb; 
feet of Him that briogetb good tidinJi!is," &te .. 
Mr. Haddock, in the course of the evening, 
told us be bad been at Occold just turned 
three year•, and during all that period there 
bad not been so much as one jarring nete 
between pastor and people. He knew the 
people were poor, but added tbey bad been 
very kind to him. Re ( the pastor) loved 
peace, and intended to do everything be 
could to pl'(,mote peace and unity in their 
midst; but while contending for the faith 
once delivered to the saints, by God's help he 
never would lay down tbO!'e sovereili(D and 
distiogui,hing truths be loved to please any 
man. The ,iJiiibt was cheering, the meeting 
refreshing, cnly we did wish grateful hearts 
bad prompted people lo come until the Lord's 
house bad been full, but mey the Lorri add 
His blessing, and His name shall have all the 
praise. Amen.-P. BARRELL. 

GRUNDISBURGH, SUFFOLK. - On 
Thursday, St-pt, 23, harvest thaok,giviog 
services were held. Jn the afternoon at 2 45 
Mr. P. Re}nolds, of Islington, preal'bed a~ 
able and instructive sermon from Ruth i. 21. 
Our brother was greatly helped, causing 
many to exclaim," Master. it is good lor us 
to be here," At 5 o'clock a substantial tea 
was provided, of which 150 partook, This 
wa• given gratuitou~ly by kind frien,Js, At 
6.30 Mr. HeJnolds again 1ireaehed an excel
lent and savoury sermon from Luke iii. 21i 
22, his bearers fe.ling it to be a tnoe ol 
refreshing from the Lord. The cullections, 
with profits lrom tea, amounted to about £8. 
At the close of the,e spiritual and profitable 
services the doxology wassuog heartily, some 
exclaiming, "If sucb the sweetness of the 
stream, wbat must tbe fountain be? "-H. 
A. REYNOLDS, 



852 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

CLAPHAM JUNCTJON.-At Provl
denre chapel, Meyrick-l'Olld, the .econd anni
,.er•ary of the pa•torate of hrotber W. 
Moxham WIii! held on October o, when a very 
faithful end Rplrllual l!ermon WBS preached 
in the afterDoon by Lrother P. Reynold•, of 
hlin11:ton, on J oho viii. 12, " I am the light 
ol the world," In connection with Matt. v. 
14, "Ye are the light of the world." Tbe 
•ermon wa• dh•ided into two head• - viz.: 
<1) Chri•t e• God'• 11:lory in the grenter light 
And (2) Hls disciples as God's glory in the 
le,i•er lif,tht. At the tea meeting afterward• 
a ,roooly number were present. A public 
mPetin,r wa• held at 6 30, presided Ol'er by 
brother J. Me•on. The chairman ga,.eout a 
h,·mn and read 2 The.s. ii. Brother Garrod 
-0f1',red prayer. The chairman mode a few 
introductory oboervations, and called upon 
brother Tooke, who very thou11:htfully •u1t
geoted !Lat it wa, no triflin11: matter to be a 
mini,ter. There was 11:reat variety in God's 
Word. There WIii! a great deal of searching 
and Wl'e8tling in secret, gloomy times end 
fe&M' in ,roin11: forth to preach Jesus Christ, 
to "IIY nothing but what God gives the 
minister to say. The riJrbt way to bear the 
pastor is to be able to say how many times 
vou hove been cut down and condemned and 
how YOU have be,>n built up. The speaker's 
people elweys keep awake while he is preacb
tn,r to them; they walk and talk together, 
an~ they pay him as v.ell as they can etford. 
They did not try to •wallow him at first, 
but were rather cool, so~ gradually got 
warmer, and he hoped they would get 
warmer yet! He then offered bi• thoughts 
upon Isa. :d. 6 to 8. There was more grBSA 
about us than v.e were aware of, and it was 
,rreener than we sometimes think for. All 
thin!!'•, as well as !!TBSS, were pSBSin11; away. 
Consider the subject of the great Creator. 
His •un and the bendit arising tberefrom; 
from this rise to the tbou11bt of the Sun of 
Righteousness, His light, His love, His life, 
and everything. It would be no use of the 
~peaker borrowing anythinl!' from Christ. 
because he could not pay Him back again. 
It was said to Abraham," So shall thy seed 
be." Oh. the vest number of the stars end 
the seed of Christ ! 'l'bere wa, no dark star, 
but they were all bright ones; so the Lor~ 
Jesus Christ will make every soul, however 
dark, bv reflecting His ri~hteonsness for 
ever. What a great variety there is in the 
flavour of fruit, so there is spiritually in the 
adaptation of tbe blessings of Jesus Christ, 
and so to be lifted ont of every triel and 
affliction. Beautiful as were the •un, moon, 
and stare, they ,bell ell pess away, but the 
Word of God sbell stand for ever. What a 
number of flower• t htre are in a grass fitld, 
what a varie, y! The world may be com
paced to a field, but when the scythe comes 
it cuts down the grass and the flowers too, so 
in the time Hate of man; but when dtatb's 
scythe comei, to one of the Lord's pt:ople they 
til't .•hut up into the bright glory of Christ 
for ever. There is such a desire in us to 
think too much oftlte "here below"; and it 
is .wt!I tbat trouble•, di,,appoin1ments, and 
btmg taken into tbe "•U·ipping room," 

comes to ns now, and that It ls not left till 
by-and-bye, He did not wl,h th""e pre•ent 
any troubles, ahhou11:h the •ptaker had had 
many; but he had bad a greater number of 
ble .. inl{S, We never 011.id thnt a ,o,·erelgn 
wao an ugly thing, which was to perish with 
its uoe; but life, love, power, and wisdom 
and every other bleAAiog in Christ Jesus IR 
everlestiog, If tau~ht by the Holv Spirit 
nothing could ev•r alter It; but If one ma~ 
tau11,ht. us, another men ml11:ht unteacb 
ns. Christ fits Hi• blessiDl?l' Into the perRon 
everla,tln~ly, and their joy will be everlasting 
too, Bro1her West (of Erllh) •poke upon 
Psalm rxvii. o. Religion •hould be practical, 
in troubles, joys, and death. One mode of 
teaching was by trouble In disguise. lseieh 
•nd other prophets bad their troubles, but In 
them something is seen which otherwise 
would not heve been seen, Why is it that 
troubles softtn the heart and bring the Chris
tian to praise God 1 and why does one sorrow 
melt the heart and another does not 1 The 
sun softens some thing•, others it hardens. 
We are not to be without troubles; but,He 
will bide us in the Pavilion, Jesus Christ. 
The speaker tried for years to find this 
biding-place, but did not succeed therein 
until tau11:ht by the Holy Spirit. Mr. 
Cl•yton celled ettentioa to the blessings of 
the past and the hopes for Ille future. 

'' Here we raiseonr Ebenezer, 
Hither by Thy help we've come, 

And we hope by Thy good pleasme 
Safely to arrive at home." 

Shall we meP.t the future in doubt? No; we 
would not so distrust our Lord. He ur!l'ed 
occasion for special prayer end praise. We 
need God-sent ministers. The truth should 
not be scattered end applied indiscriminately. 
God hides His people at times from our view', 
Christ Eaid, "Go ye into all the world and 
preaeb the Gospel to every creature," and 
this Almighty Jesus promi,es His Almighty 
aid and strength, for God alone can save us 
in our tre,p&Eses and sins ; bu I besides being 
an ambassador, the pastor is a men; even 
Christ, llS a men, sought for sympathy : 
don't let us be slow to show our love, don't 
omit to pray for the plll!tor. Our light is 
not given to hide under a bushel. Let us 
be careful not to misuse our privileges; but 
in the strength of Christ, shall we not go 
forward? a bicycle only stands upright as It 
i:oes forward. Let us consecrate ourselves 
afresh. Our fai1 h must be evidenced by our 
works. Speek the word in seBBOn. Sow the 
seed by the wayside. Give of our substance; 
if we love Zion, shall we not support the 
pastor? Self~enial is the privilege and duty 
of the Christian, Chl'ist beiDg worthy of our 
very best. Christ's judgment of the widow 
who gave bel' all. The rhairman gave an 
amu•ing account of bis experieDre respectinp; 
a lady, who said she always relievfd deserving 
"charitaule C8"es," and bad the tram stopped, 
asking the conductor to give the man a 
penny; but be urged those present to put 
tueir bands to the car to push it up the bill. 
One realiOD lor not obtaiDiog a blessing was, 
that it was not prayed for, and he believed, 
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thRI thO'le who were most hle••ed gave most 1 
10 R collection. Brother Bl•ey 'fnke upon 
R portion of Ion. llll. 10: "Ye11, wlll help 
thee; yea, I wlll uphold thee." The Lord 
•aid to the man who w11nted hi• •ervant 
henled, " I will come and heal blm.'' A 
very happy lllustrntlon was given of two 
hoys recently seen, one with bed-worn boots, 
helpln!I.' 11 younger one, who was •hoeless, 
over a •tony reed; end the que•tlon wns 
n•ked, whether the pastor had not, spiritually, 
many rough roads and ,leeple•s nll!'hts. 
With regard to remuneration, he did not 
RUppose the pRBtor would require £1,000 a 
year; but the speaker AUl!'geated Iha! he 
might be content with £500, or even les• ! 
He urged tlie friends to get him out of his 
business In the city, that be might confine 
himself entirely to the mlnMry; and ol,o 
urged, thet like the big boy referred to, they 
should take him upon the shoulders of their 
affections, end put their shoulders to the 
wheel. "God helps those who help them
selves;" but He oho helps tho•e who cannot 
help themselves, where the well Is too high, 
and the valley too dark; you must wait 
for His help, which is som~thing great 
indeed. Help yourselves, one another, and 
the pastor, and yon will all he like a fruitful 
vine. The pastor welcomed, very heartily, 
the visitors and his people, end spoke from 
Ellod. iv. 2: "What is that in thine hand?" 
Talents are a rod in the band. Sam,on had 
the jaw-bone of an ass, David, a shepherd's 
staff, Sbaml!'er, an ox's goad, the lad had the 
loaves and fishes, the poor widow two mites, 
another poor woman an alabaster box of 
ointment; "for whatsoever thy band flndeth 
to do, do it with thy might." Time is under 
pledge; redeem it. Time is to do, the grave 
is to be. The speaker wonid give o good 
deal to mnke those present love· him, but he 
would give a great deal more that they 
might love the Lord Jesus Christ I God 
alone inhabits eternity, but time is ours. 
Time is talent; use it well. Inflnence is a 
talent. A sharp draught is felt by worldly 
conversation ; beware of being over-heated 
with religious fever, end then experiencing 
a chill to-morrow. Opportunity is a talent, 
for " inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these My brethren, ye have 
done it unto Me." Opportunities are to us 
ail, the wise man seizing it. Beware of 
idleness, You cannot be recipients without 
being givers. A large heart has the pulses 
of life quickened, and it is happiness, and 
this is God's receipt. Natural gifts are 
talents, good impulses beiog nothing unless 
well used, There are precious things not 
onl.v from the sun, but from the moon also; 
sueh as humble virtues, patience, &c., are 
they not talents? Brother Clark proposed 
a vote of thanks to the ladies ( which was 
seconded, end carried unanimously), and 
expressed his thanks for the kind allusions 
that had been made respecting his wife, 
si,ter Clark. The pastor engnged in prayer. 
The chairman p1·onounced the blessing.-C. 
ORTNER, Grayshott-roed, Lavender-hill, 
s.w. 

BECCLES-MARTYRB' MBMO!ITAJ. _ 
Services of nn intere•tlng character were 
held on Lord's-day, Septemhfor 12, on the 
occa•lon of our Sundny-,chool enniversnry. 
The beloved peAtor (L. H. Coils) prenehed 
two elleellent •ermon• to good congrel!'•
llons, b8"lng h1" rernnrks in the morn:ng 
upon P•elrn cxxvi. 6, end in the evening 
upon Luke x. 4'l. A special service for 
chlldren wA• el•o condueted in the Afternoon 
by the pasror. Speciolly selee.terl hymns 
were sung- et each serviee, hy the dear 
eh ildren, whose sweet and cheerful •ingin,,. 
reflected !l'l'ent credit upon our Bro•he; 
Frankland, who had bestowed much care in 
training them. On. the Monday a public 
tea took place, at which a lera;e numher 
were present, followed by a public meeting 
in the chapel, over --Which our befoved 
brother end former superintendent of the 
school (Mr. George Yellup, of Norwich) 
presided. Brother J. Bedingfield (deacon at 
Halesworth) fervently implored the divine 
blessing on the meeting, also for the pastor, 
the Church, and school. Brother Georg-e 
Pung (Orford-hill, Norwich) spoke excel
lently upon the need and blessings of har
mony in connection with everythiol!' that is 
good. Brother Thoma• Bullimore (Oilden
crofl, Norwich), whose speeches are always 
full of Christ's love, gave an earnest and 
warm-hearted address, and was followed by 
Brother B. J. Northfield (of Hadleigh) 
who spoke affectionately and solemnly t; 
those who are as yet "outside the gate," 
The pastor also gave words of counsel and 
gratitude. Many looked back and remem
bered the earnest petition• that had gone up 
for a bles,.inl!', and now they rejoiced in a 
prayer-answering God for paslor, teachers, 
and friends ; all worked harmoniously to
gether in the cause so dear to their henrl!l
the welfare of the rising race. We are glad 
to. state that the school is prospel'ing, and 
has considerably increased !luring the year. 
School prayer-meetings are well attended, 
and are felt, indeed, to be means of grace, 
and our prayer is, " 0 Lord, we beseech 
Thee, give the increase of precious souls." 
The financial results were in excess of any 
previous year, and are for the benefit of the 
school.-D. STANNARD. 

DUNSTABLE. - The harvest thanks
giving services were held at the old Baptist 
chapel on Sept. 23. We were favoured with 
beautiful weather, and our beloved brother, 
Mr. G. W. Shepherd, for so maov yenrs 
known to the friends here, though far from 
well, seemed to be quite at home with us. 
The Lord was with him, and very graciousl.v 
aided him, so that he was enabled to preach 
two excellent sermons, full of animation, aud, 
best of all, ladm with deeply spiritual in
struction. l>weetly did he di,course upon 
the divine faithfulness, very blessedly raising 
the hopes of believers, and very tenderly 
encouraging ell enquirers and seekers. The 
afternoon attendance was satisfactory, but in 
the evening the chapel was crowded. The 
tea was !also well patronised. and the collec
tion~ gcod,-A, E. RBALFP 
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JLFORIJ. - The hRrve•t th•nk•glvfng 
~nice• et Ebenuer ChRp•I were h•ld on 
Lord'• - noy, 8epl<mllf'r 27. Mr. Jeme• 
Fla,·el preer.bed. Both I he •peoker eud 
bearers were !freRtly fnvoured. In the even
inj!' two rlt•llnct •ubject• occupied the time 
-flrot, r•l•tive lo the d••th of a •l•ter 
depRrted, el,o of a member many yeRI" with 
uo: end, o,condly, in cnnner.tton "·ith the 
oervic"" of the day. Thu• we rrjuiced with 
tremhling for the ble•-..in!(8 of eAT•b ,o 
abunde11tly given, ~·et more for th•t rich 
j!'rRce by Jesu, Christ our Lord, Ann the 
pro•pect of eternal joy in the cele•tiel sphere 
abo,•e. On tLle following doy a tea •n,t 
public mertiol( was bel~, before which a 
•ermon was preached by Brother Burire-•, of 
Chelmsford. Our kin,t mi11i,1eri•l Brother 
Webb (late of Leice•ter) re•d P,.Jm cxvi. 
and p~•J ed. We felt heart union \\·ith him, 
and believe he did with us. After tea, Mr. 
Tillok, of Braintree, occupietl the choir, and 
Brethren Flev.l, Burgess, Wehb, and Rider 
adrlre•s.d the meeting. Mr. FIB\'el spoke of 
•· Under whose \\iol(l! thou ert come to 
trust." Mr. Burgess spoke of the irreat 
harvest ,f the wo,ld. Our Brother Webb 
testified of the po\\·er of gr•ce, •o that we 
were led back to consider what irrace bad 
done for us. Brother Ryder said the Lord's 
people were the ••It of the earth, so while 
the,· were bere J ,bovab would not fail to 
-aupply •II their need, temporarily and 
apiriruallv, and at last briog them to un
fadini.: "Jory. 114 ay the ble,siog of the Lord 
rest upon the dear friends that were then 
presen,, and at last may we, with them, and 
all tbe elect family, be received into the 
heavenly garner above.-J. D. FOUNTAIN. 

MEOPHAM.-The harveot thank•givinit 
services at the Baptist Cbapd here were btld 
-on ThursdaJ, October 7, wlleu Mr. Preston 
Davies preat:herl in the afternoon, at three 
o'clock, from Matt. xiii. 43, "The harve•t is 
the end ot the world." The foll,,wiug points 
were in,isted on :-(1). 'Ihe la,r granrt har
vest of the world'• end will be a time of 
separ•tion of the precious from the vile, the 
tares from the wheat, and the fooli•b virgin, 
from the wise. (2j. The fine.I harvest will 
be a time of joyful reaping, heine: precerltd 
by a tearful sowing ( P•a. cxxvi. 5, 6). (3). 
The berve•t-bome is the Vme tl,at the in
dustrious busbaodman patieuily \\ ails for 
(James v. 7). (4). TbefiLal barveu of the 
tnd c,f the world will be the dey in wllieb 
lbe ri1<hteous will shine forth 86 the sun in 
noon-d•y 11.lory, the soul in knowled11:e 
(1 Cor. xiii. 10-12, xv. 41. 44, 48, 54) and 
the body in glory. (5). Uotil tile end of 
tile world rbe glory of the Church is bidden 
<Col. iii. 3; 1 Joun iii. 1). (6). The re
lalion,hip implied in tile text in the kiog
dom of 1L.ir Fetber 86 distinguis~ed from 
the kio11.dom of heaven under the Goepel 
diopeu•atiun. At the me•tioir in tile even
ing, pre.ided over by Mr. Davies, the follow
ing b1Hbren delivered exetlleot nddresseR :
Martin, G, ),Jsmith, and Dalton. Brother 
Cogwell having asked the divine blessing. 
Of each speaker it may be truly said they 

were like hlnde let loo~e, giving 11oodly 
word• (Gen. ~Iii<. 21). The allenrlonee "8' 
genersll_v goorl, anti coll,ctlon• were made 
on brh If of St. Bartholomew's Hc•pltal, 
Chatham. 

l!ETHNAL GREEN.-The 32nd ennl
venRTy of Hope Chap•! W88 celehratecl on 
Tuesrlay, Srptemher 28, when Mr. Joba 
Hnelton pre•ched an exc,llent •eimon In 
the afte:noon, which tended grrotly to 
•tren11:tben the hearts of the 11oodly company 
present, most of which, afterword• pnrtook 
of a •ub,tanllal tea. In the evenlnj!' our 
deer bro I her, Mr. J emeo Lee, of Rnm ford
roarl, Forest-11ate, occupied the chair, and 
hevin1t announced a hymn, which wRB 
heartily •uni!', Mr. W. Webh offered earnest 
prayer. Tbtl"e is always oomething in our 
brother J. Lee's speeches that find• an echo 
in our Learl, as be •peaks with feeling of 
thing• roncerninjl' bis Interest in the king
dom of Cbr i<t. On this occasion he told out 
the hlessin11:• be bad realised in days past of 
pardoning mercy, and which he introduced 
as the theme for t be first speaker to rlilate 
upon. Brother P. C. Holden unfolded, 
sweetly, the nature of divine forgiveness
its extent, and final triumph. W. Winters 
•poke on the un10ld worth of divine healing. 
J. H. Dear.ley dwelt very blessedly on tile 
coronation of the believer, some •weet ex
perience of which he bad himself elreedy 
realised. J, H. Lynn, moved wilh the 
warmth of divine love, told out of bis full 
soul much of the preciousness of holy satis
faction. W. Webb alluded with power to 
the great work ol redemption, which glorioua 
theme wa• followed up by Mr. Margerum. 
Mr. J. Copeland, the beloved pastor, gale a 
few words, in conclusion, on divine exl,orta
tion, and the happy season terminated :with 
the benedictiou by the chairman. Col
lectionsJuring the services, amounted to 
£12. we highly esteem our brother J. 
Copeland and bis friends. May unity and 
love lonJl co11tinue in Hope Chapel, with all 
needful blessings.-En. 

MEN:DELSHAM GREEN.-On Lord's
day, September 12, we were favoured with 
three excellent and •oul-refreebing sermona 
by Mr. Winters, and it was a season long to 
be remembered by us, and many felt con
strained to say, •· It wRB good for me that I 
went up to the House of the Lord." We 
enjoyed the Master's presence wbil~ Mr. 
Winters was helped by the Holy Spirit to 
exalt a precious Christ and lay the •inner 
low. At the Monday harvest tbanksgi,ing 
services, in the afternoon, we were favoured 
with a sermon by Mr. Hill. It was an 
especial season, while Mr. Hill spoke to us 
of the love of God to His people, and their 
position at Thy feet (Deut. xxx. 3). At a 
public meetinJ? in the evening, addresaes 
were dtlivered by Mr. Huxham, Mr. Knell, 
Mr. Garrod, and Mr. Dickerson; }1r. "in
ters pre•ided. There was a nice company to 
tea, and the eolleciions were good. May the 
Lo,·d bless the meetiog• to the honour of His 
precious name.-A. A. S, 
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POPLAR.-Interestlng service• were 
held Rt Bethel, HIKh-street/ in commemor
ation of lhP, fourlh nnn eer~nrv of the 
pRstorRte of Mr. Noye~. On Sundoy, Sept. 
26, Mr. ~nmuel Bonks preecherl morning 
and evening, On Tue,tloy, Mept .. 28, Mr. 
W, Winter• pre•ched In the eflernoon on 
the labour and luve of the Gospel mini•try, 
abowh>R' lhe neceo•lty of rhe work of God 
the Holy ~phlt lo accompany the Word, in 
i>rtler to make It e comfortinll' enrl converrinll' 
word, In the evening Mr. Henry Hall 
presided, Rml opened the meellnll', end mode 
eome homely and telling remarks on, 
"Rememl1er them which have tlie rule over 
you, who have apoken unto you the Word of 
God." Mr. W. H. Lee d,nlt • on the 
mysteries of the Gospel; Mr. B•ldwin con
tended eornesrly for o ••peralin:,: ministry; 
Mr. Nash spoke of relil!,'ion a• bein~ a 
.personal matter, from the words, " He 
brought me to the banqueting-house, And 
His banner over me was love." Mr. Griffith 
dwelt sweetly on what Christ has done and 
is doing for us. Mr. Lovelock ~ave an 
experimenrol address from, "Having ob
tained help from the Lord, we co111inue till 
the present." J. W. Banks told out o few 
thoughts about God's own Word. Mr. 
Noyes expressed bis gratitude for the 
counteneoce of the fri,nds pres,nt. Mr. 
Belcher offered prayer, and the roteting 
terminated with singing, "Lord, dismiss us 
with Tuy blessiog."-J, W. B. 

FOREST GATE.-A meetio11: took place 
at our room•, Claremont House, Woodford
road, last Wednesday eveninJ!! at 5.30, to 
partake of tea together, and for mutual and 
spiritual edification. A very good teR was 
provided free to all who are in •ymparhy 
with us, and lovers of Strict and Particuler 
Baptist truths. After tea Mr. Merl!erum 
rea,t Epb. iv. Brother Ja mes Lee led in 
prayer nt the throne of grace. Brethren 
Pollard, Allen, Lidigoe, Franklin, Bra,lnam, 
and Jomes Lee addressed the friends, to their 
spiritual e1lillcation. It was o happy meet
Ing to many, and I believe the Lord's pre
sence was realised in the place. Hymns 
divided the addresses. Mr. Margerum gave 
a short •peecb and elo•ed in pra,·er. Upon 
examining tile box, 8s. 2d. was found therein, 
which the committee agreed to band over to 
Mr. Margerum, Collections on Lord's-day, 
September 1!6, .£1 13,.; on Octoher 3, 
.£1Hs. 2ld,; on October 10, £110•. A kind 
friend sent us .£2 2•. in support of the 
cause. Funds in band, .£4 7s. 6d.-W. 
ALLEN. 

WA TFORD.-Speciol services, in recog
nition of God's bountiful goodness in ijeodiog 
a good harvest, and fine weather for the 
ingatberiog of the same, were held ia the 
new chepel, Mount Zion, of which Mr. G. 
Burrell is pastor, on Wednesday, September 
29, Mr. W. Winters preached aft,rno,,n and 
evening. The ettendaoce, on each orcasioo, 
was goud, Severe! friends sat down to tea, 
provided in the chapel. The services and 
collections were highly satisfactory •. Mr. 

Burrell "!'d hi• people ere united onrl hnppy ; 
ohm a fn1r meei;iure of reel su~rP!i~ at,Pml" 
the pa,1or·• lnbouro. On lhP, Loril'•-rlay 
previo11• 10 the harve,t rhnnk•~ivin~ ,er. 
vice•, the chapel wa., well Hll,<1. The ehnpel 
debt ha• Jl'rown le•• sinee the opening 
,ervices two years ~!l'O. Everything •eema 
lo •how that Mr. Burrell i• in hi• right 
place at Moun! Zion. Mey 1hs Lord •pore 
him lo see the eolire rl•bt removed, and 
many ,oul• saved end built up in their most 
holy faith. Friends from Pinner, Two 
Walers, end the n•ighbourlnl!,' cause• were 
pre,eot, •l•o brother Temple, who preaches 
in the surrounding churches. 

SHA RNBROOK.-HRrvest thnnk•!l'iving 
OPTVice• were hel.J Rt P<1rk-lane chapel, on 
MondRy, Ocroher 4, when , ..,o sermon• were 
preaehed by Mr. W. Winters, Mr. J. Walker 
(of Northampton), a:nd Mr. Kin~ (of Carl-
100), es,isted io lh• devoriooal pert of the 
services. About 100 of the friend• parlook 
of an excellent tea, in a barn kindly lent for 
rhe occa•ion by L. 0. S. T. Gihberd, E·q., 
Rnd fur which 11,ey were exceeding!)· grate
ful. The fol!uwio!!' brethren, who fn queotly 
preach ;n the above chapel, were present: 
Messrs. A.l!en, Bennett, Corby, and Dacnell, 
and wh,. were very happy, with Mr. Wri~ht, 
in makin11; the friends comfortable. During 
our ohort stay in the villa1?e, we were well 
entertained beneath the hospitable roof of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernes. The Lord l!'rari.,usly 
shiee upon the peaceful and united little 
cause at Park-lane, Sharnbrook.-Eo. 

HERTFORD.-EBENEZBR CHAPEL.
The auniversary of the above cause wa.• cele
brated on Thursday, September 16, when 
two God-glorifyinJ!; and Cbri•t-exailing 
sermons were preached by Mr. R. P. Knill 
and· Mr. T. Hull. A goodly company •at 
down to an exc,llent tea. Chap,! full. 
Colleclion• beyond our· expectalions. The 
Lord was indeed in our midsl; both sowers 
Rnd reapers IJad cause mulu•lly to r,joice 
together. Praise God, from whom all bless
ings flow.-" ALPHA." 

BIGGLESW ADE. - In this pleasant 
n•ighbourbood o Church o' truth bas long 
existed in Providence chapel; and on Wed
nesday, October 6, harvest thaok•giving 
services were held, when Mr. W. Winters 
preRehed afternoon and evening. Several 
friends partook of tea in the school, oom 
adjoin;ng the chapel. We regret much ,bat 
our e.ood brother, the S<nior deacon, con
tinues in a weak state of health. Brorller 
E. S. Kin11: is an active, kind, and useful man 
of God in coonecticn with the cause, .nd 
whose life we hope will be loog spared in 
honour. Brother W. Tucker, of H ii chin, 
and brother Knight, of Welwsn, were wi:h 
us, an I whose interchange of conversa1ion 
and good wishes we found to be refreshing. 
We trust that the Lord will graciously bless 
Providence, Biggleswade, uod all who love 
her gates.-ED. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF MY GOD. 
BY Jo'HN BOLTON. 

THE PJR8T PROMl8B. 
(Conlfm,,d from page 823.) 

FoR lo! thr hie-hr•t henen I• b(,wed, 
And God Him•elf, the mighty God, 

Heth visited thl• earth. 
Awake! awake! ell powel'!! of110ng. 
And rour vour lofty •!Telns along, 

To hall M"""lah'• birth! 
Who 11,"ave the oceen it• decree, 
Whose 1•olce is heard on every .ea, 

Who •pread the heavens ahroed ; 
\nio holrl• the key• of Meth end h,11, 
Wbo speak• to ell His foe•, " Be eti:I. 

And know that I Am God." 
What •ore efflietioos mark the road. 
Tbet'• to he trod by Cbri•t our God, 

Whooe blood i• to be ohed. 
When Hi• appointed time had come, 
He ch06e a •table for His borne, 

A man11,"er for His bed. 
Proud Herod, filled with jealous rage, 
To slR\" the babe of tender aire, 

The Bebe of Bethlehem-
Send• forth his demon-like decree, 
And soon the deadlv nrrows flee 

The stream ot life to stem. 
" Sit •till! proud despot ! on thy throne, 
In vain thy poisonous darts are thrown, 

Delusive are thy dreams; 
'l'hy swor,ils been blunted in its sheath, 
For there's a deep yet.courhed beneath 

Thy own and lSBtan's ocbemes." 
We henr no more of Rim for years, 
At Jen11,"th, ai:-ain His N Rme appears 

Upon the sacred page. 
We find Him teacbin,r from the law 
While hoary hfad• before Him bow, 

A youth of tender age. 
True to its purpose, time moves on, 
At length Hi• great forerunoer, John, 

Comes crdng : " Beh,.Jd the Lamb ! " 
And to confirm that Prophet's word, 
Tbu• •pal<e bis meek Bild Jowl:, Lord-

" Ere AllB..A.111 WAS I AM." 

IPSWICH. - DEAR Mv.. EDITOR,-At 
Bethesda, we were privileged lo baptize six 
1isters on tbe firet ISundey in September. It 
W88 a very enjoyehle time to meny, the 
Master'• presence wns realised; and on Sept. 
15 wf held the ninth anniversary of our 
pastorate. Our brethren Wborlow, Bland, 
Knell, and Northfield spoke to us very sweetly 
in the name of the Lord. We took a look 
hack and reviewed the way, and we were 
constrained to my, " W uat bath God 
wrought?" Durillit the nine years our God 
has Ileen very t;eood en_d very graciou_s lo u; 
To Hirn be all the preuw. We came 101871; 
there wert then 165 member•; bapii.zed since, 
158· r,-cei\•ed from other Churches, 103; 
lost' 118 · pl'e&eDt number on the roll, 308 
Ou; at1e

0

odauce, both on Sahhetb and week 
night •ervices, very good. We !,ave a good 
praying baud, and we believe peace_, prayer, 
and pro-i,erity are mostly found m sweet 
BliliOCiatiun. Praying that on yol! and all 

the ChurchM of the Hint,, a double portion 
of the Spirit may coploup\y rest, you1"8-W. 
KERN. 

R\8HANOLE!'I, 8UFFOLK.-Tn this 
ChApel, on Tue•rlay, Stpt. 28, one yOUD!f 
brother wa• immer,Prl In the nAme of our 
Triune God hy Mr. Kern, of lp•wlch. The 
,ervlee was Impressive; the word •poken by 
Mr. Kern wR• acceptehle, lnslrucllve, and 
re-lnvl,oratln!f. Thi• ma~eUhe third young 
brother haptiEed and adrlerl to the Church et 
Riobangles •Ince IA•t A.,ocJatlon. The Lord 
be pral,ed, and lfl"RDl" our Pons may •till be 
a. plant• 1trown up in their youth, our 
dau1thters a, corn•r-stonee polished after the 
similitude of a palace."-P. B. 

Jn memoriam. 
In lo~lng memory of Marv Ann Simms, or 

22, Woetmorelond-street, Plrullco. who departed 
this life Octuber 3, 1886, lo the 68th year ol her 
&~e. SbL~ was burled at Brompton Cemetc·ry on 
October 6. Although ailing some months, she 
attended the meaos of grace as often as possible. 
Her Saviour we.~ verv precious to her soul, and 
it was· her chief deli~ht to hear Him exalted. 
She we, enabled, through grace, to telk. and 
walk the Gospel ; was for many years a member 
of the Charoh nuder the pastorate of Mr. John 
Hazelton, Clerkenwell. and latterly of the 
Church at. Carmel, Pim!ico. She did not keep 
her bed long ; was taken worse about 4 o'clock 
on Sunday morning, and her epirlt fled from Its 
clay tenement &t e. quarter past B878D. "For so 
He siveth Hi~ beloved Bhep.'' A calm and 
peaceful death, a11d a glorlone entry to the world 
above. Mr. Pa.roell, her pas! or, officiated at her 
interment, amid~t many friends, and the fol• 
lowing Sabba•h evening waa led to speak lrom 
tbe words that\\ ere much blessed to her soul in 
her ~-ou1,ger da.ys, 0 Whom have I in heaven but 
The:e. Rad thflre is none npou earth I desire be• 
Eide Th,..,.'' My dear wife we.a niece of the late 
Jobn Corbitt, Be.ptit-1t minister, well-known in 
the Es.elern and Midland Coontles. She was 
baptizcd by the lote Mr. Charle• Waters Banka, 
at Cave Adallam, Stepney, on January 28, 1862, 
Mr. Banks preaching from the worda In 1 Kings 
n:. 11, •• Let DOI him that puttetb 011 hla harness 
l>oa.st as be that puttetb it off.'" She was enabled 
to make a i:ood profesaion of tile Lord J eaus 
Christ for nearly thirty-five years. At her 
taneral sermon. three of her favourite hymns 
were song, the first lines being,-

,, Awake, my soul, in joyful lays," 
"Jesus, Thy hlood and righteousness,'• 

,'When Tbou, my r1gbteoua Judge, silall come," 
May the Lord.in Ria mercy bless this bereaving 
dispensation to son, daughter, and husband.
DA YID SIMMS, 

.Mr. Jamea Radford, who was for 48 yeara an 
honourable member, and for 32 y, are a deacon, 
of the C!Jurcll at Swavesey, Carob~, entered into 
rest on October 7, 1886. Durlog hi• lllnesa be 
was caJm and resigned, sometimes expressing a 
desire to be takeo home. The mortal remains 
were Interred in the cemetery on the Monday 
following. 'fbe ~ervice e.t tbe grave was con• 
duou,d by Mr. Flavell, paator, The funeral 
sermon iu the evenio~ was preached by Mr. 
Parish, of Oakington. from Rev. vii. 14. Many 
wilo were present hope, through the blood of tile 
Lawb, to surronnd tne throne wi1 hour dt>pe.rtcd 
brotl.ler. and Join that never-ending eon,i, and 
crown Biw Lord of all. Our brother was blgbly 
resp,cted, botil in tbe village aod neighbourhood. 
-D. FLAVEL. 



"Qtime . 
lS Sgort." 

1 Co&. vu. 29. 

" Servant of God I thou hast not long to stay ; 
Soon the weak bonds that hold thee here shall sever ; 

Then shalt thoa gaze upon the perfect day, 
And Him thou lovest, for ever and for ever." 

THE closing of another year gently reminds IIB of the brevity of our 
life, and the gradual approach of the great future, I o considera

tion of this may we not ask ourselves, dear readers, what is the grollnd 
of our expectation of being safely landed at last-

" On that peaceful shore, 
When sin and sorrow are no more." 

Can we adopt the iangI1age of the late Ed ward Mote, and say 
individually-

"When all aroancl my soul gives way, 
He, then, is all my hope and stay: 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand? " 

Dnring the past year anxieties and labours have crowded I1pon us, but 
untold mercies have increased with them ; and onr motto to-day is 
"Ebenezer, hitherto bath the Lord helped IIB." Since the present 
year commenced many tired and lagging pilgrims have reached the 
home beyond Ute bonnds of their earthly habitation ; others are slowly 
pressing onward and upward, breathing out desires after those of the 
old poet Shirley, who said:-

" 'Twere happy 
If I may find a lodging there at last, 
Thongh my poor soul g-et thither apon crutches." 

What changes have occurred within the last few months relative to our 
sphere of labour! The late beloved editor, Mr. Charles Waters Banks, 
has gone to receive his eternal reward, and we are called to occupy bis 
post. The same love that fired bis soul to speak of Christ as the only 
Saviour of sinners, fires ours in a minor degree, and the same unseen 
hand that gaided his pen for more than fifty years bas guided ours 
until now : and tboagh no two men are in all points identically alike, 
yet, whilst retaining our own individuality, we aim, as be did, to extol 
the same glorious Jehovah-Jeans, the weary sinner's friend. 

11 The Gospel brings tidings to each wounded soul, 
That Jesus the Saviour can make it quite whole: 
And what makes the Gospel most precious to me, 
It holds forth salvation so perfectly free." 

It is an astonishing fact, and significant especially of the present day, 
how soon men, even good and great men, are forgotten after they are 
dead. Men who have made their mark in society, far greater perhaps 
than that of our late brother, Mr. C. W. Banks; yet the place that 
once knew them knows them no more for ever. We are not sure, how
ever, that the name of our departed friend will so soon be forgotten by 
those 1mrvivors who have profited by his labours in the past. His name, 
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we are quite certain, is not forgotten of God, who enrolled it in the 
Lamb's Book of Life before the world was. As we are now referring to 
the work of onr departeii brother Banks, we would MY that a memorial 
stone is about to be erected in Nunhead Cemetery over his remains, 
provided funds i;;ufficient can be procured for that purpose within a 
short tirue (see plate of memorial stone on pnge 344). Friends, there
fore, who have in any way been favoured by the ministry or writings of 
Mr. C. W. Banke, will, we hope, contribute something, however small, 
towards perpetuating hie Mme on et-one as a tribute of their sincere 
affection to his memory. We now leave our departed brother-

" In the calm rest of God"s untroubled sleep, 
·where none may toil or weep." 

The January issue of this Mai:razine will have an additional title 
(that is all the change it will undergo)-viz: "THE EARTHEN VESSEL 
.AND GosPEL HERALD." The original and unique appearance of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL will be preserved intact, and by its union with the 
Gospel Herald (which latter publication we have had the honour to edit 
dnring the past year) no difference whatever will be made either in the size, 
price, or sentiments, of the MAGAZINE, as both have been condncted by 
us on exactly the same lines of Gospel troth. This, it is needless to 
say, will prevent the necessity of publishing two distinct Magazines 
(filled with similar literature, and precisely the same Church news and 
notices of forthcoming meetings) to represent one and the same body of 
Christiane in their faith and order. We therefore cheerfully and 
willingly bow to the decision of the godly and conjoint proprietors of 
both publications, and hope, in this timely and agreeable amalgamation, 
to have a continued interest in the prayers of all the Churches of troth 
for the prosperity of our MAGAZINE, and sincerely desire that the result of 
its monthly burden may be to the spiritual good of thousands of precious 
sonls on their homeward-bound coarse, and to the eternal glory of our 
loving Jehovah-Jesus. In conclnsion, we heartily wish all oar dear 
friends a happy and prosperous new year, with clearer visions of the 
land of "far distances." 

"And now, whereve~ meets Thy lowliest band 
In praise and prayer, 

There is tby presence, Lord, Thy holy land
Thou, Thou art there ! " 

Church-yard, Waltham Abbey, Essex. w. WINTERS, EDITOR. 

MAN'S DESERT AND GOD'S FREE GIFT. 
Outlines of a Sermon preaclwi by PASTOR J. S. ANDERSON at Zion 

Chapel, New Cross-road, on Lord's-day Evening, Oct. 3, 1886, 
occaswned by the death of a deacon, Mr. W. Mote. 
" The we.gee of sin is death, but the gift of God ie eternal life through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.''-RoM. vi. 23. 

INDEPENDENCE is one of the attributes of God, and with regard to 
this, as to all His glorious perfections, He stands absolutely alone. 

All creatures are dependent upon Him as the great Governor of the 
universe, but there are ten thousand forces ever in operation by which 
we are influenced; and while these are but subordinate, there are two 
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principal forcee, under control ~f one or other of which we are all found. 
We are either the eervante of sm or we are nnder the dominion of grace. 
The Chrietians at Rome in the great apostle's day were no exception 
and it is true of all, in every place and in every period of the world'~ 
history. It does not necessarily follow there must be ontward immor
ality; there may be a rigid adherence to the requirements of the moral 
law, the strictest integrity, amiability of character, etc., and yet, while 
in a state of nature, sin h11s the dominion. Self-righteousness is a sin, 
an abomination in the sight of God, the outcome of a degraded nature; 
and yet how many there are who wrap themselves up, as in garments of 
their own weaving, in their fancied goodness and in the regular dis
charge of all they conceive. to be their religions duties. The Divine 
Spirit calls such dead works, because performed by spiritually dead 
people. Unbelief is a sin, and whatever else yon may be, if yon are not 
possessed of that faith by which God's people are distinguished after 
regeneration, yon are still the servants of sin. 

But in the case of the Christian, a great change has taken place. 
The bands have been broken, liberty has been proclaimed, not only on 
the pages of inspired troth, bat in the heart and conscience, and these 
are brought under the dominion of the other force-namely, sovereign 
grace, as you will find in the closing verse of the preceding chapter. 
" Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound : that as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness 
onto eternal life by Jesus Christ oar Lord." 

I grant yon that the dominion of grace is interrupted; that the vile 
passions are ever in active rebellion; that the old monarch seeks to 
repossess himself of the throne of the heart, and a warfare is constantly 
going on; but when grace has once achieved the victory, and taken 
possession of the soul, she reignH notwithstanding. Hence we read in 
the verse preceding my text, "being made free from sin,'' etc. Note 
the very important contrast, the wages of sin; that which it deserves, 
the penalty as it were, which God has ·affixed to it, and the gift of God, 
not the wages of grace. No creature can ever merit anything at the 
hands of God; salvation is the free and sovereign gift of Jehovah. 

This may not appear the most suitable portion of the divine Word 
for this occasion, for yon are aware there is an empty seat here to-night, 
once occupied by one of the office-bearers in this church-our Brother 
Mote, but who is now filling one of those seats we read about in 
the Book of Revelation before the Throne. About nine weeks ago he 
left his office to all appearance in his nsnal health, bat soon after 
reaching home he was laid prostrate, and from that day the disease made 
rapid progress until it terminated in what we call death, on the evening 
of this day week; and on Friday last we laid what was left of him in the 
silent tomb at Brockley. It was while his then wife, but now sorrowing 
widow, was watching beside her suffering husband that these words 
were brought with some degree of power to her soul. And it is by her 
desire I found my remarks upon them this evening, premising that the 
words can only be applied to our deceased brother's case from the fact 
of his interest in the latter clause of the verse, and we trust, while it 
brought consolation to the mind of our sorrowing sister, it may be 
further used of God in conveying some special blessing to some of my 
hearers preaent. We shall deal with our text under two general heads. 
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I. Christ bas reoeived the wages due to His people's sin. Now. 
if yon forget all else, do not forget that. Believer, earnest seeker, sinner, 
think of that! Christ, I repeat, received the wages dne to His people'e 
sin; or, in other words, He bore the penalty attached to their sin. None 
bnt onr glorious Redeemer could make us free from sin, could accomplish 
our emancipation from the vile and cruel tyrant who had the dominion 
over ns. In the 8th verse we read, •• Now, if we we be dead with 
Christ,'' &c. This cannot mean our literal death on the cross when He 
died, bnt as He is the head of the Chnrch, which is His body, there was 
a real bnt mysterious union snbsisting between the Head and the 
members, so that that which wae accomplished by Him on the cross is 
in God's sight as if it bad been accomplished by us; and so, mystically, 
the Church suffered in Him when Jehovah poured out upon Him the 
vials of His indignation against sin, and when Jesus exclaimed, "My 
God! My God! why hll,St Thon forsaken Me?'' we died unto sin in Him, 
bot are alive unto God through Jesus.Christ our Lord; and we are 
exhorted to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made ns free, 
and not to be entangled again by the yoke of bondage. 

We may observe that the punishment of sin is a necessity. I do not 
believe that it gives the great and good heart of Jehovah any pleasure to 
see the suffering of any creature. "As I live, saith the Lord, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the sinner, but rather that he torn from his 
wickedness and live." Then why do they die? We will take one of the 
criminal class in his relation to the government of the country, and we 
will suppose he hae committed some notorious crime, for which he is 
arraigned at the bar of justice, and proved to be guilty. What would 
you say of the judge who, from sheer compassion, bade him go un
punished? 

That judge wonld be deposed at once as incapable of administering 
justice. The whole body politic would cry shame upon him. The 
letting loose of such a character would endanger the safety of person 
and property. His punishment is a necessity; and if it be necessary for 
the security of an earthly kingdom that crime should be punished and 
righteousness rewarded, how mnch more that the holy God, in harmony 
with His holiness, righteousness, and justice, should maintain the 
honour of His throne? You must either bear the penalty dae to your 
sins, or Christ must have borne it for you. 

If the Lord Jesus st.ood as my Surety, occupied my place jadicially, 
and took upon Himself my responsibility, and bore the penalty dae to my 
demerits, then am I free. As Cowper sings, 

or Toplady, 

" Not one drop of all the curse 
For wretches who deserved thewhole." 

"Payment God cannot twice demand, 
Once at my bleeding Surety's hand, 

And then again at mine." 

Jnstice woald revolt at the thought; and therefore," If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.'' 

The plan of salvation ie a glorious one, honourable to all the per
fections of God; in it He has revealed Hie character, shown His hatred 
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·of sin in the penalty paid by Christ, His love to sinners in providing a 
snbetitate, maintained His legislative rights and met our needs. Trnly 
may we sing, 

"Grace I 'tis B charming sound, 
Harmonious to our ear; 

Heaven with the echo shall resound 
And all the earth shall bear." 

II.-Christ having borne the penalty for His people, God gives 
them eternal life. 

It wee this thought which consoled our dear sister in the hour of 
her sorrow, and it is in reference to our brother·s interest in it we would 
speak to-night. He WflB baptized more than thirty years ago on a pro
fession of his faith by om esteemed brother Hazelton, in Clerkenwell, 
and stood in honourable membership there till dismissecl. to our fellow
ship in June, 1883. He was chosen a deacon of this Charch, in March, 
1885, and went home to glory last Lord"s Day. Thus we find that he 
bas spent more than half his earthly life in fellowship with the Church 
below, in honourable membership; and we do not depend upon his dying 
words for evidence of bis salvation. No ! we look at the life, at the 
thirty years' experience of divine faithfulness, of union with God's 
Church, and evidence that he had been made the possessor of this 
glorious gift, the gift not a gift, for while the Lord bestows manifold 
gifts, this is above and includes all the rest, the gift of God which is 
~ternal life. It is through our Lord Jesus Christ. Take Him away 
and there is nothing but death, and darkness, and desolation. Take 
Jesus, and Him crucified, away, and we have nothing in this book left 
worth having. He is God's gift, and He is the Church's life. "I am 
the Way, the Troth, and the Life," and the Baptist tells us, '' In Him 
-was life, and the life was the light of men." 

It does not consist of mere conscious existence; devils have that, 
the lost have that, millions on earth have bad that, and yet it has been 
a kind of livin(:!: death, and millions have it now. The life spoken of 
comprehends all that is pure, and holy, and good--,-all that can give 
satisfaction, and fill every capacity of the soul. 

Then we note in relation to this, that natural death does not in 
any way interfere with the possession of this gift. We cannot afford to 
smile at natural death, we cannot look at it bat as an enemy; bnt 
like all others it is a vanquished foe, and is reckoned among the 
possessions of the children of God: "all things are yours, whether Panl, 
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, 
-0r things to come, all are yours, and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's." 
And again, in the glorious 8th of Romans, it is placed among those 
things which are not able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jeans. So then, you see, our brother is not dead. The Lord Jeans 
says very little about death and so do the apostles: " the maid is not 
dead but sleepeth," "I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con
cerning them who are asleep . . . for the Lord Himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout . . . and the dead in Christ shall rise first." 
Our brother is not dead; bnt the earthly house of this taber_nacle has 
been dissolved, and all earthly ties are dissolved too. The widow, God 
help her, God bless her, has to speak now of her late husband, for the 
marriage tie is broken: the dear children, may God watch over them! 
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will have to say onr late father. The n11tural bond ie broken; the 
painful separation hRB taken place. We have lost the presence and the 
inHuence of our brother in the Church, his chair ie empty in the home, 
and a vacuum is creawd in the heart. It is a very solemn thing to 
die, naturally; bnt there is nothing penal in it, not an atom; but 
it is 11. dismal gate that leads to the lend of life, to the inheritance 
of the saints in light. If we have life in Christ, He must die before we 
can do so in a penal sense: "for in that He died, He died unto sin 
once: bnt in that He liveth, Re liveth unto God. Death bath no more 
dominion over Him, but Re has over death." 

III. If natural death be but the death of the body, and he cannot 
interfere with the gift of eternal life, the spirit must be enjoying a 
conscious existence. There are those who deny this. The poor deluded 
Cbristadelphians deny that we have any soul apart from the body, and 
argue that the entire person sleeps till the resurrection, and I suppose do 
so to their own satisfaction. They mix up enough of truth with error so 
as to be able to delude and deceive. But it can only be to their own 
satisfaction they can explain away the words of Holy Scripture. The 
apostle says, " I have a desire to depart and to be with Christ, which is far 
better." If the gift of God is eternal life, there can be no cessation; 
natural death is after all but a step in advance, a rising to a nobler, 
purer, and better state; closer communion with the great Fountain of life 
itself. Oar brothers life is not yet perfected. That word" decease" is a 
very remarkable one. It is the wry same word as that by which the second 
book of Moses is designated, Exodus. That book derives its name 
from the coming out of Fgypt. They came "out of,'' and never 
returned. Oar brother has '' gone out,'' out of this world, out of the 
poor body of anxiety and perplexity, suffering and sorrow; and of him 
we may say, "Absent from the body, present with the Lord." The 
spirit is there in a waiting attitude. The body is a part of our person. 
it is not common dnst, it bas been redeemed. Jesus gave body for 
body, soul for soul, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, and hence the body is 
as a seed. We have planted it, and it will germinate and spring up. 
It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown io 
disbonoor: it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power; it is sown a natural body: it is raised a spiritnal body. 

There it rests till the grand morning of the resurrection, when the
" Lord shall desc~nd from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel and the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first 

and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 
" l<'or eve1· with the Lord, 

Awen I so let it be; 
Life frow the dead is in that word, 

'Tis iwwortality. 

We would join in the exhortation of the Apostle and say" Wherefore~ 
comfort one another with these words." We, the members of this 
Church, have lost a brother: we shall find him again. Let ns comfort 
one another with these words. Let the dear widow and family comfort 
one another with these words. The God who took care of him, can 
and will take care of you. The God who bestowed so mach grace upon 
him has plenty for you too. Then, cast thy borden opon Him, and He 
will sustain you; Commit your way unto Him and He will bring it to. 
pass. Amen . 

....-



AND OHRlSTIAN RECORD. 363 

IN MEMORIAM: EDWARD BEAZLEY. 
( l'ontin11ed from page 343). 

INTERESTING antl so~l-to_ncbing ~piritual exercises are described in followmg 
pages of our brother B diary, which we mast forbear to transcribe, bnt CJllote 

in his own words the following-. 
June, 1850. "Made Bn attempt to speak in the great name of the Lord, at 

Harlesden Green, Middlesex. Text: 'They that were ready, went in with Him to 
the marriage: and the door was shat' (Matt. XX'I', JO). Di'l'isions. 1. The p,.,,_ 
paration. 2. The Srparatinn, 

"Had a little liberty. God bless the frail effort to the salvation of some poor 
sinner, for Christ's sake. 

"This was the first time that e'l'er I attempt~d to open my month in such a 
way. Ood encournge my soul, and give me some evidence that Thy hand was 
in it," . 

This is as much of our brother's personal narra~ve as onr space 
will admit, but lest it should be otherwise omitted, it will be interesting 
to state that, by an undesigned coincidence, his first text was his last 
also; for he had no idea that he was preaching his last sermon, when he 
took these words, not far from his native home little more than a 
month ago. 

It is unnecessary to say anything of the life and character of our 
brother-that spoke for itself. More than forty years he stood among 
you, and no one can say he ever said or did anything but what was con
sistent with his profession. 

A few words as to his last illness and departure, may, however, be 
acceptable. It is now about two months since, that feelmg unwell, he 
was persuaded to go to Margate for the benefit of his health. He re
turned home no better, and it was at length discovered that some 
internal ulcer, cancer, or something of the kind had formed, that defied 
all medical skill, and that there was nothing but for the strong man 
(and he was a very strong man) to die by inches, to be literally starved 
to death. 

Bnt the patience and submission with which he bowed to Heaven's 
decree was worthy of one of the old martyrs. When more than usually 
racked with pain, he would exclaim, 

"His way was much rougher, and darker than mine; 
Did Christ my Lord suffer, and DABE I repine?" 

Onr interviews with him were touching, and we pass over them, for 
the pen trembles; but we woald add, that he held on to the grand 
verities of the Gospel to the last. Only once was the foe permitted to 
darken his vision; when he turned to his daughter and said," l 'm afraid 
I shan't see Him now; but you will; and when you do, give mv love 
to Him, and tell Him I spoke of Him as well as I could, and would 
again if I had the strene-th." 

The end came on Friday, Sept. 10th, his last words being, "The 
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." 

" Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like 
his.''• 

In coming to the words of our text, we would first point out, that 
although it is almoet the echo of the 10th verse of chapter xxxv., yet 

• Ai this point we feel a JiLtle difficulty as between hrn,rers and i·eaders. As a 
matter of fact the sermon was 11s long as usual, but as our space cannot be extended 
we must cont~nt ourselves, 11nd our readers must try to do the same, with a brief 
outline, 
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the context diffeni considerably, and under the circumstances will, we 
think, justify the preference. The former chapter is a most blessed 
one, about the people of God, and this is addressed to the people of God. 
And if anyone would ask, who are the people of God P take the answer 
in the first verse, " Ye that follow aft,er righteous™ss, ye that seek the 
Lord." We need not seek, nor could we find a better designation, 
Those two expreBBions sum up admirably the character of a Christian; 
they follow after righteousness-they seek the Lord. 

These persons are required to look unto Abraham their father, and 
to Sarah that bare them-to the rock whence they were hewn, the hole 
of the pit whence they were digged. 

The object of this exhortation is two-fold. In the first place, it does 
us all good to remember what we sprung from, and who bath made us 
to differ, that self may be mortified, grace extolled, and Jesus glorified. 

But, in the second place, it is well to look at the character and 
history of the people of God in past ages, that we may call to mind 
God's dealings with them. In particular, the faithfulness of God to 
His word of promise. Thus the promise made to Abraham, that his 
seed should possess that land of Canaan, when as yet he was a stranger 
in it; that Sarah should have a son when she was past age, was fulfilled 
in the very existence at that time of the people to whom these words 
were immediately addressed. There would have been no tribes of Jacob 
without a Jacob, no Jacob without an Isaac, no Isaac without a covenant
keeping God. 

So, arguing from what God bas been, to what He will always be, 
the words of our text flow naturally like the streams from a spring. 
" Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return," &c.; and the 
triumphant death of our departed brother is our latest illustration of the 
fact, that the words hold good to-day. 

In attempting to pot our thoughts in order we contemplated the 
following divisions:-first, the persons; secondly, the pilgrimage; and 
thirdly, the pri-u. 

I. A few words as to the perBons. They are described as " the 
redeemed of the Lord." We need not enlarge here, since we so often touch 
npon the subject. Indeed, it is impossible to preach a Gospel sermon, 
and say nothing of redemption. Let us be content, therefore, to repeat, 
that redemption means to get back yoar own, by paying the penalty 
incurred, whether in money, goods, kind, or blood, makes no difference. 

Christ redeemed the Church because it was His own property, and not 
to acquire it as His property. They or IT was given to Him by Lbe 
Father before time began-Jost in the fall through Adam's sin, held as 
hostages, or pledges by Divine Jaw and justice-and set at liberty when 
~he God-man poured out His soul onto death, and His life-blood gushed 
ont on Calvary's cross. 

They used of old to weigh the money. So Abraham weighed out 
the price for his sepulchre. So the price of redemption was weighed in 
the balance of the sanctuary-and the price was the very last drop of 
blood in the Saviour's veins. 

Our friends all know that we attach no materialistic or superstitious 
meaning to the phrase, "the blood of His cross," or "the precious blood 
of Christ," though we are charmed with them-intensely, exquisitely so. 
To our mind "the blood is Lhe life,"-" He poured out Hie sonl unt.o 
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death;" and never in this world, never while restricted to the ordi n•1r, 
resources of human language, shall we ever be able to give vent to the 
feelings that those words excite, " lie loved Ml!l, and GAVE HIMf!Ef,F 
for me!" 

The redeemed of the Lord may be identified anywhere, at least after 
their call by grace-not before. Like the ,Jews, who to this day have a 
peculiar physiognomy, so the Israel of God are a pecnliar peoplP. They 
love righteousness, they hate wickedness, they con fess t,hem ,d ve~ 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth-they desire a better connt.ry, that 
is a heavenly-they look for "a city that bath foundation3, whose 
Builder and Maker is God." Most of all, they are tlistingui~hed by a 
most devoted attachment to. the name and person of the dear Redeemer, 
'' the chiefest among ten thousand," and the "altogether lovely." 

" Had I ten thousand thousand tongues, 
Not one should silent be; 

Had I ten thousand thousand hearts, 
I'd give them all to Thee." 

II. A word as to the pi7grimage. "They shall return and come 
to Zion with singing,'' &c. First, observe that there is a shall in the 
case. Bot for this, Brother Beazley would not now be in heaven, and 
we should not be going there, 

Bot they SHALL COME-and them also I MUST BRING; and this was 
the food of our brother's sonl, and the substance of his ministry, and 
we wish it to be ours also. • 

They shall retnrn, as Israel did from Egypt, for all that Pharaoh said, 
"Who is the Lord that I shonld obey Him, I know not the Lord, 
neither will I let Israel go ! " 

They shall return, as these did from the seventy years' captivity ; 
although those that took them captive held them fast, "they refused to 
let them go," mocked them, and said" Sing ns one of the songs of Zion! '' 

And they shall come with singing. Not that it is a pilgrimage strewn 
with roses. Indeed, we start with teB.rs: "God be merciful to me a 
sinner;" and like the alternation of night and day, Winter and Sommer, 
we keep having onr tears all throngh, and some of the Lord's people seem 
to have a great many. 

" Ah!" says some tried Christian, "In the world ye shall have 
tribulation." Friend, please do not stop there. Do let us have the 
rest. ".Hut be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." Yes, they shall 
come with singing,-sometimes at least,-althongh they may write:-

" Ah I Lord with tardy steps I creep, 
And sometimes sing, and sometimls weep; 

But strip me of this house of clay, 
And I will sing as loud as they." 

Observe that their sorrows are transient and passing, bat the JOY is 
EVERLASTING joy.'' Peter calls it "joy unspeakable and fnll of glory." 

The matters over which we mourn are present, pal·pable: there is the 
coffin, there is the grave; and nature will be nature, and subject to proper 
control-so it ought to be. 

" When sorrowing o'er some stone I bend, 
Which covers what was once a friend; 
And from his hands, his heart, his smile, 
Divide me for a little while; 
My Saviour marks the tears I shed, 
For JESUS WEPT o'er Lazarus dead.'' 

AA 
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Bat time is kind to as all, and we know, through oar heavenly Father's 
mercy, we shall at length get over it, let it be what it may. 

Bat oar ,TOY is everlasting ,TOY. Its foundations are in the eternal 
purpose and love ofe.n unchanging God, and when all these things that 
now eo rudely and unoouthly disturb our quiet are passed away from us 
or we from them, the sources of oar joy will remain untouched and nn~ 
BBeailable. 

'' WhRt though no flowers the fig-tree clothe; 
Thou12:h vines their fruit deny; 

'l'he labour of the olive fail, 
And fields no meat supply,-

" Though from the fold, with sad surprise, 
My flock cut off I see ; 

Though famine pine in empty stalls, 
Where herds were wont to be : 

"Yet in the Lord I will be glad, 
Anrl glory in His love, 

In Him I'll joy, who will the God 
Of my salvation prove. 

" God is the treasure of my soul, 
The ij0UTCe of LASTING joy; 

A joy which want shall not impair, 
Nor death itself destroy." 

III. Bnt we must reserve a little space for " the PRIZE." "They 
shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and mourning shall flee 
away." Positive and negative. What the gladness and joy of the 
glorified must be, who can even conceive, much lees describe? The 
joy of being home at last to go no more out; the joy of having sinned 
our last sin, and to be done with that for ever; the joy of having got 
beyond pain, suffering, grief and woe. The joy of meeting all the rest of 
the redeemed, from Abel down to our departed brother; the joy of 
mingling with the holy angels, being regarded by them as objects of 
regard and distinction; above all-and again we say above all-the joy 
of seeing His FACE. 

"Sorrow and mourning shall flee away." It must flee before THAT 
FACE, though once it settled there, and " Hie visage was so marred
more than the face of any man." 

Bat He drained the cup. '' Surely He hath borne onr griefs and 
carri!Jd our sorrows," and they must " flee away" when we behold Hie 
glorious countenance. 

Bot we forbear: nature and grace sometimes come into conflict here. 
We cannot bear naturally to give the rein to those feelings that we 
believe will have full vent another day. 

" I look and I long for Thy glorious appearing, 
Thy pleasure at home I more fully shall know ; 

Safe lodged in thine arms, all thy.glory then sharing, 
Nor leave Thee for ever. Ah, never! oh, no! 

No more shall I mourn that Thy face Thou'rt concealing; 
No Satan, no sin, base intruders below! 

But ever behold Thee, fresh glories revealing, 
Amen. Hallelujah I Come, Lord, even so." 

We buried hie remains on Friday, September 17th, in presence of 
about five hundred persons including a very large number of those 
brethren who like him used to serve the Churches for nothing, or rather 
for love. 
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Arriving at the gmve, we offererl s0me remarks founrled on the 
words," 'fhy brothr.r shall rise again." ,John xi. 23. Never before, 
that we can remember, were we engaged in a similar service, where so 
many godly people attended to ~hew respect to one who was, in the 
truest sense of the word, a labourer in the Lord's vineyard.-The Tidin_qs 
Bearer. 

PAST MERCIES. 
"I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever." -Paa] m I viii. 1. 

BELOVED IN THE LORD,-Gre.ce, mercy, and peace, be multiplied 
unto you. Through the great goodness of our covenant-keeping 

God we are brought to the close of another year, an~ to complete the 
forty-second volame of the EARTHEN VESSEL. Through the long
suffering of the Lord we continue to this day, with oar face still toward 
His holy hill. In taking a retrospect of the year now coming to an 
end, we desire to do so with the voice of thanksgiving and praise. And 
it would not be right to conclude the present volume without making 
a passing allusion to our departed parent, its originator and long
standing Editor. 

It is by and through God's mercy that we are brought to acquiesce 
in what He does. When circumstances run adverse to nature, it is 
impossible, without the aid and teaching of God, the Holy Ghost, to 
say" Thy will, not mine, be done." There was a time when we said, 
we could never bear the removal of him who was our earthly parent, 
and for whom we possessed the strongest natnral affection, and whose 
voice in proclaiming the glorious Gospel we have often listened to with 
delight. When the time of his departure came, we were resigned to 
the will of Almighty God, and could then plainly see that it was in 
mercy to him that his ransomed soal was loosed from its heavily 
afflicted tenement. On many occasions in visiting him, we have heard 
him singing some hymn that was sweet and precious to his soal. 
Through God's rich, and sovereign grace, and mercy, he is now uniting 
with the angelic host, in that never-ending song, which we hope to 
join when our time comes. 

Mercy is a sweet theme. The Author of divine mercy is God Him
self ; He only can dispense it and shed it abroad in the heart, and 
bring the recipient thereof to bow at His footstool, and sing of His 
pardoning love, His rich abounding grace, and realize the hope of an 
interest i.n the all-atoning sacrifice, and sing with the poet :-

" A hope so much divine, 
May trials well endure." 

But what are our trials when compared to the gracious mercies of our 
&ll-seeing and ever-present Lord God Almighty ? Through another 
year, every moment, by day and by night, through many changing 
scenes, tempations, difficulties and trials we have been safely brought 
and preserved, and the langaage of our heart is, "I will sing of the 
mercies of the Lord for ever." 

It was matchless r::1ercy that wrought out a way of escape from the 
claims of a jast and holy law for the whole election of grace that saw 
them rained in sin, shame, and in the depths of iniquity, and provided 
a substitute in the person of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Oh, 
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whRt R merciful God is our God ; to stoop and bear with such way
ward wanderers, and give them a name and a place in His temple. 
Tbis is more than human nature ce.n understand, and when the Holy 
Spirit warms the heart there is such a sweet melody in this mercy that 
puts to i;ilence el1 the natural eloquence of worldly-wise professors. 
When humbled beneath a feeling sense of God's mercy, the child of 
God desireR to know not.hingamong men but Chri11t, and Him crucified; 
his chief delight. is to get at the foot of the cross, and by faith soar 
aloft to the mansions which mercy has prepared for the redeemed host. 
0 Lord, we thank Thee for giving us a hope in this merciful provision, 
end that it is without money end without price! If there was any
thing to pay for this mercy, our case would be hopeless, and we should 
be of all men the most miserable. But we have a hope-thanks be unto 
our most merciful Fiither-a hr,pe of more value to us than the wealth 
and honour of a11 the princes of this world. One single sight by faith 
of our interest in the great salvation wilich His mercy has provided 
eclip~es for ever all the tawdry end trashy pomp of this world. We ere 
very glad that our lot is not cast among the kings and princes of the 
earth ; but we do still more rejoice in the fact tbat mercy has given us 
a rlesire to he found in the company of those who are heirs of the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords. We love to unite with those who know 
the langnage of Canaan. There never conld be a more eloquent and 
comprehensive sentence than that uttered by the publican : "God be 
mercifol to me a sinner," and whenever we hear it, the spontaneous 
and ardent response of our heart is " Amen, so let it be.'' 

As a denomination we have great reason to sing of God's mercy. 
While the Lord has removed from among us some of His own servants, 
ministers, deacons, and active men who were usefnl in the Church 
below, to the otiler part of the Chnrch above-and while there are a few 
of the canses of truth in rather a low and languishing state, yet other 
men are being raised up to blow the Gospel trumpet with a certain 
sound, and some Churches are lengthening their cords. No less than 
four causes of truth in the metropolis have resolved, through necessity, 
to build new and more commodious chapels in lien of their present in
commodious places. In each case sites have been procured, and it is 
just possible that before the close of 1887-whoever may be spared till 
then-will witness the opening of these new sanctuaries for the worship 
of God, in the Strict Baptist denomination. 

Another cause for rejoicing in the mercy of God, as a denomination, 
is the spirit of love and nnity which exists among us. This is, of course, 
only what ooght to be; but when we look back at the time (frequently 
in onr own experience) when questions have been raised (on topics of 
no vital interest to the salvation of the soul) which have fairly rent the 
Chnreh of God, and a spirit other than the Gospel has filled the minds 
of some good men. which bas neither brought peace to themselves nor 
honour to the canse of truth. We rejoice that no such spirit exists 
now ; and we hope the day is far distant when anything shall arise to 
disturb the quiet aud unanimity of the pastors, deacons and Churches, 
holding and practising the fundamental doctrines of the Gospel. Wben 
the pulpit and the press have no more to say upon the theme of 
redeeming grace; when the suhject of the love of Christ is quite 
e.1.hausLed, then, and not till then, will there be room for vague and. 
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!!p~cnlaUve topics. May God in His mercy preserve n~, as a body, in 
Ifo1 fear, love and truth, make His cause and interest more dear to us 
than ever, and shine into our hearts by His spirit, esteeming each other 
better than Himself; and, while we have so mnch to be grateful to Him 
for, during the year that is well-nigh passed away, may all who are 
spared to see the coming year seek more than ever the honour and 
glory of God in the salvation of souls; and may the comin~ of His 
kingdom in our midst be the great concern of each and all, to the praise 
and glory of His grace. There is not a more trnthfal and affectionate 
people in all the world than the Strict Baptists, which is being daily 
manifested by their practical sympathy in the things of God. Taking 
all circumstances into consideration, we anticipate, and, if spared, shall 
eagerly look forward-in dependence upon a continuance of the mercy 
and favour of our God-for a prosperous future for our own beloved 
denomination. For years we have been hoping to see our people and 
places coming more to the front, and not be looked upon as a body who 
existed, as it were, by sufferance. We do, indeed, therefore, greatly 
rejoice in the fact that the new sanctuaries about to be erected will 
occupy prominent positions in this great city. We are not ashamed of 
the doctrines we hold-if we were, we should be ashamed of their 
Anthor. We rejoice also in the fact, that in connection with some 
causes of truth there are those who take pleasure in out-door work
letting the people round about the neighbourhood know where and what 
they are. 

In conclusion, may the Lord's mercy to ns in the past stimulate ns 
to greater effort in the futnre, and may God's spirit work mightily 
among His people, to the pulling down of the strongholds of sin and 
Satan in the hearts of many yet in the ruins of the fall and be brought 
to sing with the poet-

" Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song, 
The joy of my heart and the boast of my tongue; 
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last, 
Rath won my affection, and bound my soul fast." 

Thus shall we be enabled to write, in the exclamation of the Psalmist, 
'' I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever." 

JOHN WATERS BA.i."iKS. 

ABRAHAM'S SEPARATION. 

SCARCELY had the waters of the flood departed from the earth, 
when men, neither dismayed by judgment nor softened by mercy, 

began again to corrupt themselves. Even Abraham's family were found 
serving other gods. "Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, your fathers 
dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father 
of Abraham and the father of Nachor: and they served other gods" 
(Josh. xxiv. 2). Universal corruption seemed again about to reign, 
when God pursuing the secret counsels of His grace, interfered. It was 
His purp~se to separate or sever unto Himself "a peculiar people." 
"I" said God in addressing Israel, "I the Lord am holy, and have 
ee;ered you fr~m other people, that ye should be_ Mine." . 

At the call of Abraham God began to ~arry rnto effect ~1s p~r~ose 
of separating, or severing, a people unto H1mself; and on this prmc1ple 
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He has ever since acted, and will continue to act until the necessity for 
such severaLion shall cease by the redeemed being made perfect accor
ding to the perfectness of God. 

Now the Lord had said unto Abram, " Get thee out of thy country, 
&ad from thy kindred, from thy father's house, unto a land that I will 
show thee; &nd I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name greet: and thon shalt be a blessing, and I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall 
all families of the earth be blessed." Such were the words of faithful 
promises with which the God of glory called Abraham. He was 
separated not only from evil, but he was separated unto blessing
blessing sure and certain, because dependent not on himee\f, but on the 
love, and power, and faiLhfu\ness of God. Was Abraham to be led into 
another land? God said, I will shew it unto thee. Was he to be made 
a great nation? God said, I will make of thee a great nation. Was he 
to be blessed and to be m11de a blessing? God said, I will bless thee, 
and thou shalt be a blessing. God undertook to be the Accomplisher of 
all these things. Abraham was the recipient. God's promise, spring
ing from grace, and maintained by grace, was the distinctive characteristic 
of Abraham's call. He was to prove and to be an example of the 
bleSBed truth that "the gifts and calling of God are without repent
ance." The olive-tree (to use the symbol of the apostle in Rom. xi.), 
the fatness of whose root is promise, unconditional promise in the power 
of grace; and although many of its branches have been sapless, for 
cankered branches are sapless, however good the root, and althongh 
many branches have been broken off, and many yet remain to be broken 
off, yet the olive-tree itself continues. It stands, and will stand unto 
the end; nor has there ever been an age, either during the past days of 
Israel or the present davs of Christendom, in which some of its twigs 
and lesser branches have not borne some fruit unto God. The true 
Church of God may have been feeble, and few, and scattered; yet 
they have never ceased to exist as inheritors of Abrahamic promise. 
They have ever been, in God's sight, and will be till the end, "a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a peculiar people," on whom His cove
nant blessing for ever rests, of whom He said," blessed, yea, and they 
shall be blessed." 

The words with which this chapter commences belong not, it will 
be observed, to the time to which the narrative of the chapter 
belonge. They refer to an antecedent period. "The Lord had said 
unto Abraham.'' "The God of glory (said Stephen) appeared unto our 
father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in 
Charran "-he was in Charran when the narrative of this chapter com
mences-" and said unto him, Get thee out of thy country . . . into 
the land that I will shew thee." Many years had passed since Abraham, 
in obedience to these words, had quitted his Chaldrean home. But he 
had not reached Canaan. He had tarried on the way, and whilst Terah 
lived that tarrying continued. The land from which he had been called 
was left. So far God's summons was obeyed ; bnt the land of promise to 
v. hicb he was called was not entered, nor was it entered whilst Terah lived. 

Doubtless when ALraham was (to use his own expression) "caused 
to wander" as a pilgrim from his country, and kindred, and father's 
honse, it was a special and peculiar mercy that Terah his father, and 
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Lot hie brother's son, were made willing to be the companions of his 
way. Yet natural mercies, when granted to those who are called into a 
distant place in the conflicts of faith, require a proportionate increase of 
watchfulness, and wisdom, and grace. If they are really to become 
blessings in result, one thing especially is to be remembered, that the 
claims of nature mast always be subordinated to those of grace. Age, 
station, relationship, may confer authority and influence in the natural 
sphere (and wiLhin that sphere their claims are to be carefully recognised), 
bat they are not to intrude within the spiritual circle so as to control 
the order and arrangement there. Affection, kindness and respect were 
due to Terah from Abraham his son; but when God had been pleased 
to call, not Terah, but Abraham, into the distinct and peculiar path 
which his grace had assigned to that "heir of promise," it was for 
Terah to own the authority which grace had given to Abraham. It 
became Terah's place to follow, and Abraham's place to lead. Bnt it 
seems to have been otherwise. We do not read in Genesis that Abra
ham took Terab, which would have been the order according to the 
arrangements of God. We cannot wonder, therefore, that whilst Terah 
lived Canaan was never reached. It was not until Terab died that 
Abraham :assumed his proper place of headship and control. Then 
"Abram departed as the Lord bad spoken unto him, and Lot went with 
him." We read ofno further difficulties delaying them. '' They went forth 
to go into the land of Canaan, and into the land of Canaan they came." 

GEO. HOLLAND. 
Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. 

THE NEW CREATURE. 
BY s. COZENS; IPSWICH. 

THE necessity of a new life, of a new creature, is seen in the fact 
that all the world is become guil~y before God-that there is none 

righteous, no, not one-that there is none that doeth good, no, not one 
-there ie none that seeketh after God: they are all gone out of the 
way: there is no fear of God before their eyes. 

It is because we are all involved in sin and rnin, because we are 
dead in sin and alienated from the life of God that we are told over 
and over again, "Ye must be born again." Except a man be born 
again he cannot see, nor enter into the kingdom of God. 

As we come into the human kingdom by birth, so we come into the 
spiritual kingdom of God by the new birth. We are not the authors 
of our natural birth, so neither are we of our spiritual birth. We are 
born of God. God is the Father of the new creature. And the new 
creature calls God Father-Abba, Father. 

John says," We know that we have passed from death unto life." 
There is a solemn passing from death unto life. When the Spirit of 
God convinces a man that he is lost and rained by the fall, he feels the 
first pangs of soul travail; and as a woman in travail bath sorrow, so 
he weeps his way into life, and is born again br ~elieviog (John v. 2f ). 
Coming to the knowledge of ourselves by convict1on, '!e are filled with 
sorrow; coming to the knowledge of God and of Chnst, we are taken 
out of ourselves to live a life of faith in the Son of God, who laved us 
and gl\V6 Himself for us. 
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The fallen creature, man, cimnot make himself a new creature. 
Moral suasion, human eloquence, religious rites, cannot make him a 
new creature. The Fe.that· of Spirits is the only author of life. How 
many there be who intend to be better men some day I Alas ! for their 
ignorance. "Man born bad grows worse and worse." Poor, wretched 
men think to enjoy themselves as long as they can, and when they are 
incapable of enjoying the pleasures of sin they will become religious, as 
if they could put on religion as easily as they can put on their slippers 
after their day's work is done. 

We know that God keeps a book of births, bnt as we are not per
mitted to pry between the folded leaves we preach Christ to all our 
hearers, as abie to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by 
Him; that He will cast out none that come unto Him; that how
ever great your guilt has been, the blood of Christ cleanseth from 
all sin; that whosoever will may take of the water of life freely; and 
that he that liveth and believeth in Him shall never perish. It 
is not your knowledge of the secret purposes of God that will save 
you, bnt yonr faith in Christ marks yon as a new creature. He that 
liveth and believeth is a new creature in Christ. 

THE GREA'l' ATTRACTION. 
"I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me" (John xii. 32), 

J ESUS CHRIST was lifted up ON the earth; and the cross will be the · 
centre of attraction for sinners down to the end of time. From 

Calvary comes the voice of Mercy; and the guilty sons of men are drawn 
by the charming sound. The cross draws men away from sin and 
wickedness; and draws them /,tJ pardon, holiness, life and heaven. At 
the cross broken hearts find healing, mourners find consolation, and the 
weary find rest. Beneath the shadow of the cross the love of sin dies; 
the disheartened feel the impulse of a new life. Here at Thy dear cross, 
O wondrous Christ, we find a balm for every wound! Here, beneath 
Life's healing tree, we find our bliss, our heaven, our all. "I sat down 
under Hie shadow with great delight." Joy unspeakable fills my heart, 
and my cup rans over. 

Jesus was lifted up OUT OF the earth. A dead Christ would be power
less to draw. The cross is a mighty power, for Jesus lives again. He 
was slain to receive the power to draw all His people to Himself. 
Jesus put the sin that was upon Him away by dying; His death 
destroyed death; and rising from the dead His perfect accepted 
atonement becomes the heart's true attraction. The redeemed will e.ll 
be saved; all those for whom Jesus dud will be drawn to Him for life. 
His death will never lose its power, for He lives for evermore. 

Jesus was lif!,ed up FROM the earth into heaven. Bis ascension is the 
pledge of ours; for _it is as the forerunner He _h_as entered within the 
veil. After the Sav10ur ascended, the Holy Spmt descended to prepare 
the blood-boaght family for their dwelling-place on high. Christ and 
His people are one, and He'll not be in glory and leave them behind. 
He will draw all unto Him; the heavenly garner will be full of the 
precious grain; the whole flock will be safely folded, not one Jost; and 
an unbroken family will meet in our Father's Honse to praise the Elder 
Brother for ever, by whose cross they found their way home. 

R. E. SEARS, 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 
Lettrr., tn a 1lfotlte1·, with a Bri-,f I 

8krtdi rif Ra,·lier Erperiencr. By 
0. Hazlerigg. minister of Zion Chapel, 
Leicester. London: W. Wileman, 31, 
Bouverie-street .. This is a choice volume, ; 
consisting of a series of spiritual letters ' 
to a godly mother, written between the I 

years 1866 and 1868, The early part of l 
the work contains a most interesting ; 
sketch of the author's life by hie own 
band, and is full of evidences of the : 
wondrous power of divine grace over 
sin, temptation, and sorrow. The letters 
are dated from Allington, Bath, Peter
borough, Birmingham, London, Trow
bridge, Sleaford, and other places, and 
are rich in Gospel truth, expressive of the 
author's inner and outer life. Here and 
there are given outlines of discourses, 
with notes on the author's ministerial 
work in various parts of the country; 
also snatches of passing events of 
interest.. Here is one of them (p. 61): 
"Old Mr. Warburton died quite happy 
in the Lord last Thursday evening 
(April, 1867), at about seven o'clock, and 
is to .be buried on Good Friday. Mr. 
Grace, an old friend, preaches hie funeral 
sermons." We sincerely hope the book 
will have the circulation it merits. 

Fifty Years in the Church of Rome. 
By Father Cbiniquy. London: Robert 
Banks and Son, Racquet-court, Fleet
et.reet: Price 6s., handsome cloth gilt 
(extra gilt, 7e. 6d.) post free. The Church 
of Rome ha9 never bad a more potent 
enemy outside of her ramparts than 
Father Cbiniquy. His fifty years' per
sonal knowledge of the Mother of 
Harlots bas enabled him to furnish 
many astounding revelations of her 
inner abominations as have never before 
been placed within the reach of the 
public. In truth, Father Chiniquy has 
opened such a tremendous cannonade (in 
the work before us) against Rome's 
citadel of iniquity that must eventually 
shake her unhallowed walls to their very 
foundation. We most heartily rejoice in 
the publication of this noble work, which 
is the cheapest and most complete 
edition ever published in Great Britain. 

J.'he Vocation of the P1·eacher. By 
E. Paxton Hood. London : Hodder and 
Stoughton, 27, Paternoster-row. This 
most charming volume, the last pro
duction of Mr. Hood's pen, stands, in 
our estimation, on a par with bis brilliant 
work, " The Throne of Eloquence." 
Every page of the maBBivc volume before 
us teems with telling incidences in the 
lives of some of England's greatest 

pulpit orA.torR. The ministerial career of 
the late William Huntington and .JamcR 
Wells occupies no Rmall position in thig 
volume. Our author, however, 1'iews 
these two stalwart sons of Zion from a 
very different standpoint to that of their 
more intimate friends. On page 2:H 
honourable mention is made of the 
ministry of the late William Gadsby, of 
Manchester. We shall have occasion to 
refer again wibh pleasure to this valuable 
work. 

Tke 0o.vpel and the Child. By Andrew 
Simon Lamb, Barrister-at-Law. Lon
don: Nisbet and Co., 21, Bernere-street. 
Mr. Lamb is cv,idently an able writer 
and a godly man. The work before us 
is cleverly written, and is discriminating 
in its teaching, showing that those who 
teach the young should bave right and 
proper views of the law of Moses as being 
distinct from the Gospel of Christ. Mr. 
Lamb says, "Under the name of Chris
tian there seems not anfrequently em
ployed a system of instruction which so 
conceals the doctrines of the cross be
neath an ostentatious regard to the pro
fessed vindication of the law, that such 
training might well be described as 
legal rather than evangelical." The 
book contains a fund of sound readir!g. 

Chewing Words Annual,1886. Edited 
by W. Winters. London: R. Banks and 
Son, Racquet-court, Fleet-street, E.C. 
Cloth, gilt lettered, price ls., by post, 
ls. 2d. This pretty little volume, just 
issued, contains a frontispiece consisting 
of life-like photographic portraits of E. 
Taylor, of Pulbam-Bt.-Mary, Norfolk, 
and W. Winters, of Waltham Abbey. 
There is a!so in this beautiful annual a 
fund of safe and suitable reading for 
either young or old. We hope our 
numerous readers will bear this book in 
mind when about to make New Year's 
presents to their friends. 

The Eastern Question of To-day, a.,; 
[;'nfolded by the Prophet Isaiah. By 
James Keith. London: R. Banks and 
Son, Racquet-court, Fleet-street, E.C. 
(price 9d.) Our author treats of some 
of the most popular national subjects of 
the day in the light of divine prophecy 
with remarkable consistency of manner. 
The scale of the work, says Mr. Keith, 
"embraces a series of eight connected 
prophecies of Isaiah's on the general 
judgments to be poured out on our fallen 
and guilty race previous to the second 
advent of our Lord Jesus Christ." The 
book is well printed and is a marvel of 
cheapness. 
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Infant 6'afr11.ti,111. A sermon by W. ! 
H11zelton. Tirnt. "·hich ga,·e occasion to 
the preaching of this sermon wa.s the 
death of the preacher·s own child; con
sequently we have in it much solemn and 
weighty truth relative to the Bible testi
mony of the hereafter state of depnrt.ed 
infants. Every parent should read this 
sermon (price ld). To be had of W. 
Hazelton, • '11, Pascoe-road, Eastdown 
Park, Lewisham, S.E. 

Ta,PJ,,rna-rle (Norie.•. A sermon by J. 
Parnell. This is an excellent sermon, as 
it point"! to the consummation of the 
typical glory of the ancient Tabernacle 
resident in Christ. The preacher draws 
from his text (E:i:od. xl. 85) three taber
nacles-·i.l·., that of Moses, of Christ's 
human nature, and of the Church mili
tant. 

A R1ply tn the Reviews, etc. Ry W 
M. Sibthorpe, Tunbridge Wells. There 
is much in this pamphlet of forty pages 
we are not in sympathy with. "Simply 
believe," and. "we refuse to submit to 
its [Holy Scripture] divine teaching," 
&c., are terms ( according to their posi
tion) we utterly reject as spurious and 
deceptive. 

Se1·mn11,s by the late Joseph Iro11,s. To 
be bad of David Fisk, 6, Brighton-place, 
Brighton. We are sincerely obliged to 
Mr. Fisk for the deep interest he con
tinues to take in the circulation of the 
late Joseph Irons's excellent sermons. 
We earnestly commend the volume just 
issued to the notice of our readers. 
( See advertisement.) 

A Full Fouiitain fo,- Empty VtSsels. 
A sermon by P. Reynolds. This sermon 
bears out its title well in every part. 
The source from whence the author 
drew bis materials is unfailing and 
di<'ine. By God's blessing it will com
fort many pilgrims on their Zion-bound 
course. 

Salvation. This neatly bound volume, 
written by J. H. Dearsly, was published 
some time since, but bas only just come 
under our notice. It contains much 
sound matter that will bear inspection in 
the light of Holy Writ. To be bo.d of 
W. Wileman, 34, Bonverie-street, Fleel
street. E.C. 

·straight Patlto fur Your Feet. By 
A1arcu;; .Ra.instord, B.A. Lc,ndon: Hod
der and Stoughton, 27, Paternoster-row 
(price ls. 6d.). This is really a cbarm
i ng little work, full of information on 
Biblical subjects, and is suitable both for 
preachers and bearers. 

Hume l-f"ord•. Yery good, as ii! also 
JJay of Days. 

TIie Pouc1·ty of ,Jrwt. A sermon by 
P. Reynolds (Id.). This sermon bee.uti
fully unfolds much of the true character 
and position of Jesus ll8 a Man with men; 
and from which the troubled believer 
may glean something to the profiL of bis 
soul. 

Tke B:cam11le of a Noble Life. A 
sermon to young men nnd maidens, by 
R. E. Sears, pMtor. This excellent dis
course cannot fail to reward any diligent 
and prayerful reader of it. We heartily 
wish it an extensive circulation. 

Cltristmas Nitmbers :- "Ring the 
Bells," "Home Words for Christmas,'' 
" Good-will to Men," "The Fireside" 
Christmas Number, "Day of Days 11 

Tablet Almanack. " Fireside " Sheet 
Almanack. • 

Aust,·alian Particular Baptist Maga
zine. The September number of this 
magazine contains an interesting memoir 
of the late Mrs. Chizlett, especially re
lating to her connection with old Soho 
chapel. 

The Fi,·eside. The current isane of 
this excellent monthly contains the 
residue of a paper on "Chats about 
Authors and Books." 

Tlte B1·itu;li Weekly. A most useful 
publication. The census papers that 
appear week by week in this serial are 
very interesting to pastors and Churches. 

The Church and the F1·anchise. By 
A. S. Lamb. London: Nisbet and Co., 
21, Bemer's-street. This is a remark
ably well-written book on the subject. 

Sound IJl'ctrine. A sermon by J. 
Battersby. A faithful and able discourse. 
Price ld. C. W. Stidstone, 23, Moorgate
street, London. 

Monthly Lette1· of the Protestant 
Alliance. There is always something of 
importance to be gathered from these 
monthly letters. 

The Gospel Magazi,ie. A blessed store
house of rich Gospel provender, snob as 
kumble souls love to meditate upon. 

I Know that I shall be Justified. A 
sermon by J. Battersby, full of solid and 
savoury divinity. 

The Cave Adullam Messenger. (No. 
1.) Edited by D. B. Garnham, Bourn
mouth. 

The Gospel Eelto. W. Wileman, 34, 
Bouverie-street. 

Ear1iest Work in a Big City, (Man
chester). 

Only Believe. By the author of 
"Nothing to Pay," Excellent. 

1'/ie &ottish Muntltly Viaitor 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
------+----

A VOICE FROM SOHO. SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK HOME 

To the Edito,· of the "Earthen Ve.~ael." 
BBI,OVED BROTHER, - 'l'he course 

ndopted by this Church rnme five years siace 
hos, under divine blessing, been crowned 
with success. A frehold trust fund wns , 
commenced nt lb ,ll lime. The Church nod 
congregation h ,v,• "ithlo their own circle, 
by persistent eflarts loboured lo obtain means 
to procure n freehold chapel with ample 
school nccommodntion,:cJn.,s rooms, committee 
rooms &c. The rnle of the lease of our old 
chapel unexpectedly rnised lhis fund to an 
amount warranting immediate action. The 
very fl lgi ble freeholcl corner sight in one of 
the leadin11; thoroughfares at the West-end of 
London, and only ~ix minutes from the old 
chapel, wai secured. Within a few weeks 
the erection of the new chapel will be com
menced. The cost of the structure, it• fur
ni!ure, and lel!al charges, will be .£5.500, of 
this sum £3,500 ha! at present to be raised. 
The value or this property. secured a, it will 
be to the Strict llaptist denomination by a 
carefully constituted trust, and our own 
improved position for the work and efforts 
of the ChurchJo seeking the glory of our 
God, and the welfare of Zion, is the ground 
of my earnest appeal to every reader of the 
EA.RTHENVESSEL for aid in our great work. 

In reply I o an appeal made by the pastor 
to T. M; Whitaker, Esq., that genlleman 
says, "Your collecting book and letter of 
appeal calls for a special response from the 
Metropoli1an Strict Baptists. The effort to 
secnre in perpetuity for our denomination o 
central meeting place, has wider claims upon 
~be entire body then en ordinary request for 
help. This '.freehold property will be valu
able. Its school end class rooms will be 
availahle for ;conference by representatives 
aod delegates in matters affectin~ the inter• 
ests of our Cllurches. A library could be 
eslablished, and instruction given to gifted 
young men to help them towards 'their 
well furnishing' for the ministry. These 
are a few rrnions why your a,king for help 
should be widely answered. May I suggest 
the.I the jubilee of Her Majesty's reign 
would .be a very appropriate sea,on for the 
erection of a large central meetin11;-place by 
the Strict Baptists of the metropoli~? Can a 
fresh impetus be given to your effort with 
this end in view ! I am sending my cbeq ue 
for £25, and in doing m, I feel it a plea,ure 
to record, my grateful sense of God's bless
ing e11joyed in our civil and religious 
libert;es under her 11;overoment, and cheer
fully testify my loyalty to her thr, oe." 

Donations may be paid to the account of 
"Soho Baptist Chapel Fund," at 1he Lon
don and County Bonk, Oxford-street Drench, 
W., or to Mr. Joseph Felkner, Treasurer, 
158, Stoke N ewington-rood; or will be most 
gratefully received by your sincere and af
fectionate brother in the Lord, 

JoHN Box, Postor, . 
80, Grove-lane. Camberwell, S.E 

MISSION. 

The annuol meeting of thi• excellent •o
ciety was held at Horsham, on Oct. 12, 1886. 
The _report for 1886, just issued, slates:
Your committee are enabled to present their 
report this year with double pleasure, alike 
on account of the increased liherality of the 
friends of our society ; many old friends long 
attached and heartily helpful, with not a few 
new and evidently hearty one, al,o. The loss 
of some they have to mourn; !heir brief day 
of earthly service, trial and exerci<e is over. 

Let us therefore W<Jl'k while it i, ralled 
"to-day," aod whatsoever our han1s find to 
do, let us do that with our might "a, unto 
the Lord." Our other ca•JSe of gladness is in 
the many tokens that the labour of our bre
thren in the villages bas been made substan
tially usefol hy the blessing or God resting 
thereon, while the labourers' hearts have been 
cheered by Lhe practical sympathy shown, and 
the solid help rendered tbem-trnly in times 
of need. 

Last year a larger snm (by more than 
£50) lhan ever before wa• 11a•hered, and tbis 
yrnr, beyond our expectation, this amount 
ba, been exceeded hy some £:!l-£224 hav
ing been contributed by Churches and indi
vidual friends. Nearly half this tolal has 
been furnished by London Churches :mi 
other friends beyond tha limits of our own 
county, to nil of whom the col'!lmittee join 
with the Suffolk brethren in rendering verv 
cordial thank•. We have thus heen enabled 
to apportion larger grants a, well as more in 
number, not one of which however, we are 
persuaded i, Un excess of right or of med. 
Tbe brethren thus aided visit end preach in 
eighty villages, while Jn addition two sta• 
tio~s are partially supported, supplied by 
various approved brethren. Other Churches 
are workin~ in at lea!! forty villages, not 
now asking for help in their support. 

Glad as we are, however, in the progress 
mode, we would not speak "as though we 
hod attained," but press forward; there is 
much ;more that could be done, much that 
ought to be done, ani we are persua1ed that 
a general waking up of oil our Churches to 
this Home Mission work would soon prove 
its value in the new vigour within, while 
the claims of regions beyond would not suf
fer, but a renewal, and more than renewal 
of early interest in Foreign Missions be de
veloped-for the cause is one. 

During the year 1885-6, successful ser
vices have a11;oio been helJ in the interests 
of the Mission, in London and its vicinity. 
Sixteen sermons have been preached, fifteen 
by Charles Hill, and one by W. J. Sty !as. 

Where kindness has been univerrnl, sp~
cific acknowledge!Ilent may seem almost 10-
vidious. We cannot. however, refrain from 
tendering our special and hearty thanks to 
our brother G. W. Shepherd, who not only 
again accorded the use of bis cb:ipel for " 
sermon by our brother Hill, but himself 
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attended the 1.1en•ice and emrhaslzed our 
claim• in his own warm-hearted and ch&rac
teri•tic way. 

The aDDU81 l!'Rtheriug WR• held OD July 
13, 1886, •t Little Alie-street chapel Lon
rlon, the n(teruoou rrea~her beiop; M;. Hill. 
CharleA Wii~ou, E•q , presided at the puhlie 
meeting. A report waa read h)· the London 
correspondent. Addre•ses were •lelivere~ hy 
Me~l'l'. Burrows, Bland, J. E. Hazelroo, 
Secretary of the Aired Pill!'rims' Friend So
ciety, Hill, Mo1<hnm, And Wakelin, one of 
the Secre•nrle• of the :"trirt Baptist Mi.,.ioo. 
The minister, Mr. R. E. Seal'l', presrnted an 
intere!!!ltin~ pnper entitled II Reminisc-ence~ 
of Gospel Work and Workers in Rural 
Di .. trichil.'' 

Mr. W. J. St)le~ baa kindly consented to 
~come the Hoo. Sec. for Loudon. Much 
of the good 'll•ork done in many of the out
of-tbe-way villages in Suffolk will be found 
in the pages of the Societv'• excfllent report 
ropies of which may be -lia•I "of Mr. C. Hill' 
General and Financial Secretary, Brockford; 
Stouham, Suffolk. 

POULNER, NEAR RINGWOOD 
HAN1',-.-We hnrl a very happy day o~ 
Nov. 7, h, when our pastor ilaptized two 
sister. who ha•e e1<pel'ieoced the saving 
puwer of the Lord. Our song WB!!," Praise 
ye the Lord." A large congregation was 
present. Our pastor preacbed from the 
words, "Why baptizeth thou?" and gave 
the many reasons for our arlmioisteriug this 
ordinance of the Lord. We noliced some 
who felt moved to tears. ead our prayer is 
tbat He, who bes often blessed such services 
will grant them peace in believing, aod give 
many courage to thus confess their love to 
the Lord. It ill cheering, after sowing for 
•o long, for the reaping time to hn,·e come, 
and our prayer is that we may have 
more to follow io their Lord's footstep•. Our 
late departed friend, Mr. Banks, would have 
been pleased to have known this blessed news, 
as he took en interest in our little cause. l 
forgot to arid tbat one of our sisl~rs is a 
teecher in our little school, aod the other is 
willing to help in the •eme way.-EDWIN 
lJIFPEY, 

"MEMORIES OF MR. C. W. BANKS'S 
MINISTRY." 

On JIRp:ea 306 and 307 of the EARTH RN 
VEss BL for October is the following extract: 
"In Revelations we have e beautllul pletnl'e 
of the ministry of Chl"ist lo a smnll r,nrcel 
although It i• not rendered verv correctly 
either.•· Our departed friend, C. ·w. Banks 
evidently objected to the words, "If nay 
man open." 8tlll, the \\'Ords 11re there, end 
they are the ldeutlcnl words of the Lord 
,Terns, who stands outside, not knocking In 
the way free-will preachers represent. The 
whole chapter explelns. Christ Is spenking 
to individual saints, who have an ear to heer. 
This, too, in the mid•t of corruption, de
parture from the tru tb as predicted in the 
lest days: yes, end just prior to the second 
comin11; of Christ. 

Ifauy men open. Yes,yes; God's beloved 
children are called upon to open. No 
strength, no power to move a finger as to 
salvation. All, ell of sovereign grace, but 
called upon to" work out" what God the 
Holy Spirit bas worked in. 'l'he Word of 
God is lull of exhortation. 0 tor en ear to 
hearken to God'• precious warnings. As a 
Fa1her God de•ls with His dear children. 
M auy, alas ! through bad teaching, foll into 
the snare of Satan, and •uppose that they can 
do nothing (this is true, epert from Christ), 
but let us not be deceived, but exhort one 
anotbtr daily while it is called day, Jest any 
of you be hardened through the deceitfulness 
of ,in (Hebrews v. 13). 

The Gospel of God's grace finds the sinner, 
but surely be i, not alweys to wear the long 
clothes of e beby; nor, on the o•her hand, to 
be puffed up with knowledge; but growing 
in grace. Well, whet n weicome word is this 
to one who has gone on with the world's 
current, to henr llis Father's voice, to hear 
the Shepherd calling His own sheep. " I 
stand at the door and knock." • 

A few Lord's-dayasince,ourdearfriend Mr. 
A. B. Taylor, ~f this city [Manchester] 
preached from Psa. xviii. 16. In opening 
the subject Mr. T. remarked that for some 
years be had bdieved that the Psalms known 
as the Psalms of David were really, mauy of 
them, the words of the Lord Jesus, the spirit 
of Curist in the P,alms. I have no doubt 
but the words spoken by Mr. T. •omewhat 
astonished some folks, btit they were true 
(Luke xxiv. 44). Whatsoever things before 
written were for our learning. Solemn 
thought! 

Do not let us shirk God's Word where 
warnings are given. Paul's advice to 
Timothy wa~ never more needed at any 
period tban at the present time-to rtfu•e 
profane end old wiveA' faoles. "Study lo 
sbew lhyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth i;ot to he ashamed, rightly 
dividing the Word of truth." 

0NEBIMU8. 

MENDLE8HAM-GREEN. - On Oct. 
28th we were favoured to hear e sermon by 
Mr. Preston Davies from Rom. viii. 28, and 
on Lord's-day, November 7th, after a good 
Gospel sermon by Mr. 8. K. Bland, one 
brother was beptized. Mr. Bland took for 
bis text Acts ii. 41, end addressed the candi
date before leading him into the water. In the 
afternoon Mr. Blaod was helped to •peak to 
u, from Acts viii. 39 (lest rl•use)," and he 
weot on llis wey rejoicing," wi,icb was the 
state of our bro1ber, who at the ordinance, 
wa~ received into the Church. It wBB to us 
a time of rejoicing, f<eling much of the dear 
Lord'• presence. Mr. Bland spoke lovingly 
to our brother et tbe ordinance, and told him Manchester, Oct. 9, 1886. 
to keep bis garments clean and umpotted [The spiritual interpretation of Rev. iii. 20, 
from tbe world. To the dear name of Jesus [ given by the late editor, Mr. C. W. BankH 
be all the praise.-ANJ!iIE 8AL'NDERB, (•ee p. 307). i~ in perfect harmony with the 
M.eodlesbam, context. Tile knocking al11.1ded to Is 11'!110-
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"WAXING WORSE AND WORSE." -elated with calling, and refers to the custom 
of a pereon who knocked to ,peak and let It 
be known by hi• voice who he was (Boni!' v. 
2). Thi! lrnocUng, or calling, ls accom
plished by various meom, mostly by the 
Word of God. The flrot clauee of veree 20 
mny be literally rendered, "Behold, I have 
taken My etntlon.'' Tblo Is with a view to 
fellowship. The " If " wlll do us no harm· 
,It refers lo him who" lteara-"-EDITOR.] ' 

STOCKWELL-ROAD. -- BRIXTON 
'TABERNACLE. - Mr. G. W. Shepherd 
preached an excellent sermon in the after
noon from ha. xiv. 17. A public meeting 
was held at 6.30, over which Mr. H. Clerk 
presided. After singing, hrolher J; B. Wise 
offered earneiit pra:ver. The chairman read 
a portion of the 103rd P•alm, and made a 
few Introductory ob!ervarione. Brother 
Shepherd took hi• text out of brother Wiee'e 
prayer on the exelralion of Christ-viz., 
John iii.14: "As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness," etc. Brother Hand 
-offered some very sound remarks upon Iaa. 
xiv. 17: "But Israel shell be saved in the 
•Lord with an everlasting salvation." Bro
ther Lee spoke upon Num. xxiii. 9, dwelling 
particularly upon "the people shall dwell 
alone." Brother Ward referred to rbe 
speciality of brother Wi~e•s prayer and 
remarked very ,olidly upon "Tbe Cr~ss of 
the Lord J eeus Christ." Brother Tooke 
spoke yery solemnly and experimentally on 
ha. xh. 9 : " I have chosen thee, and not cast 
thee away," dividing bis thoughts upon (1) 
The_ pereons who were chosen ; (2) The great 
ebo1ce of God; and (3) The determination 
not to cast away those whom He had chosen. 
Brother Cornwell (pastor) referred to his now 
having preached _the Gospel for 25 year,,, and 
gave an lntereslmg account of bis early life 
and bis dei,ire to preach in brother Ward's 
pulpit ie Cambridgeshire, after be was con
verted,notwithstanding his fenrs. What bath 
not God wrought! The doxology was sung 
and the chairman concluded the meeting i~ 
prayer. Collections £12 l3i. 9d.-C. 
-0RTJIBR. 

MANY WATERS. 

'" The voice of God is upon many waters." 

'' When I can bear my Se.viour'e voice 
Above tbe howling or tbe storm; 

It me.kee my aohing bee.rr, rejoice 
Wbilot fe.itb discerns Hie lovely torm. 

·" Upon the roaring, tossing we.ve, 
He treads, and calms my many fears I 

He from the mighty deep ~otb oave, 
Hushes the •torm, e.nd dries my tear. 

•, Bleat Se.viour, In Tby wondrous love 
Tons, deserving endless woe I 

Pleading our co.use with God above, 
And conquering each e.nd every toe. 

.. I bear t~e w~loper or Thy grace, 
Wltlnn Ibis tr.mbling heart of mine · 

1 love the owiliog or Tby face, ' 
And I wonld be entirely Thine 

'· Would serve Thee lowly at Tby reel, 
Obedient, child-like l would be 

For Tbee prepared e'en death to ,;,eet, 
It only 'rhou be near to me.". 

.Marge.le, G. H. M. READ, 

To tl~ Erlitm· of II The EarthPn VeKJP,l.'' 

DEAR MR. En1Toa,-In the EARTHEN 
VEBBEL for September you l!'BVP. us a few 
words ul'°n the Salv~tion Army Bible. They 
~ave left out the thmgs they do not believe 
m. Have th?Y ~ot acted more wi,iely than 
other denommahons, who only retain those 
things they do not believe for the @ake of 
ridicule? On Nov. 10th I heard a lectnre 
upon the divini!Y of the &ripture, delivered 
by Mr. R. f. TIison, a mini,ter of the New 
Jerusalem Church. I bad no idea until 
then that these people, who are better known 
as Bwedenborgians, doubted thP. inspiration 
of BO much of the mother of all !!'OOd books. 
Tbi9 gentleman, in his lecture (wbich was 
read), ma?e a distin~tiOB b~tween the Scrip
ture, which, he ,aid, 1s mspired, and ttle 
Word of God, which, he said, might be true! 
The first eleven chapters in Genesi•, be said 
are a myth, a fabrication, for there could 
not be light before the sun was made; neither 
could tbe flood be true. Some parts of 
Joshua are also extreme non ➔ense in the 
lecturer's idea; for bow, be asked c~uld the 
sun stand st:11 when it never m~ves? He 
went on to soy we reject lbe Book of Ruth 
both Books of ChroBieles, the Books of Ezra' 
Nehemiah, E,rber and Job; nor do we h~ 
continued. btlieve in the impiration' of 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, or Song of Solomon. 
The books of the New Testament rejected by 
them are the Acts of the Apostles aad the 
whole of the Epistles, witb the' Book of 
Revelation. The lecturer also informed the 
audience that the world existed hundreds of 
thousands of y,ars before Adam and that 
the spirits we call angels are the

1

good souls 
of the men who then lived, and the wicked 
spirits are the rnuls of wicked men who lived 
before Adam! 

.I send this without anv comment. Let all 
who believe in the Word of God look after 
their children. Yours, 

C. CORNWELL. 

ENON, WOOLWICH.-The Church and 
congregation met on Thursday, Oct. 21st, 
to thank Gcd and rejoice together because 
of the great goodness of the Lord manifested 
to them, by which they have been enabled 
through the kindness of friends, t~ 
thoroughly cleanse and repair the chapel. 
and also to pro,·ide the much-needed in
creased accommodation. A large number 
of friends sat down to tea, and a happy meet
ing followed, presided over bv tb• pastor 
W. K. !'quirrell. It was proposed by 011: 
brotl,er .tlitchcock, who bas rendel'ed 
gratuitous aud valuable service as architect, 
and unanimously agreed to by the meeting, 
that an expression of thankfulness to all who 
hive lent a belpiog band be given throu~b 
the EARTHEN VESSEL, witll the Erlito1·'s 
kind r,ermission. The toral ,ost of alteration 
was £253, oil of which bad been met. We 
are tbaokful also to say our anniversary, 
Bept. 28th, wa• a sea,;on of much po.ver and 
blessing. To God be the prai,e, through our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.-W. K. S. 
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THE LORD KNOWS WHERE TO 

FIND HIS SERVANTS, 

DEAR MR.WINTERs,-By thegcod band 
of God and the fovour of the Churches, I 
have bad the Lord',-dnys, for Ei~ht or nine 
month•, fully taken up, with the exception of 
October the 21st. I t1eltled down for a day's 
enjo\'mrnt under my paPlor (Mr. J. B. 
w·arren). I knew I should find him on 
some of the " everlaering mountains," 
beckoning his hearers to a " sure Refuj!'e ," 
Nor wao I di,oppointed in the matter, for the 
application of his su~ject to my heart by the 
Holy 8pirit was •weet; my good wile bad 
be>i'!!ed the throne of grace unknown to 
me end 118 she afterwerds ronfessed, she 
pra'yed o~er end over Bj!'Rin, " Lord.Jesus, if 
mv Wiiliam is your servaqt, send him some 
where to tell pnor •inners round of the dear 
Savour he he• found." But Sunday came, 
and r had rzot my holiday; 1 thought I_ wou!d 
spend m~• afternoon with m:v old a.;i;oc1ates ID 
the flourishing Sunda)•-school al Shouldbam
atreet. At the l'f<jUest of the superintendent 
I offered prayer, alter which a bre_ther sai~/ 
" A g(ntleman wbhes to speak w1tb you. 
I did not know the Pnquiring friend. "I 
am a deacon at Rebobotb chapel; our 
pastor is taken lll, and I believe God bas 
conducted me to n,k IOU to preach for us to
night." I could only answer, " I dare not 
refuse." I went ag11in and again, and after 
a few days the enclo~ed letter came to band. 

WILLIAM HARRIS. 

•· 2G. Grosvenor ua.rtlcns, S.\V. 1 Nov. l01h, 168G. 

"To Mr. BALL.-Dear sir,-Tbank you 
for the opportunity of bt;ing al,le to testify of 
what the Lord bas done for my soul hy tbet 
deer man, Mr. Harris. To the Lord be all 
the prai,e. . . 

"1 must begin at the begmnmg, and hope 
I shall not tire you. On Oct. 21st, an 
event which I cousider a •pecial pro,ideoce 
brought bim to Rebohotb. How ,arnestly 
the dear man prayed II at Li• message might 
be made a •ptc;nl lile .. in;: to ;;ume poor soul. 
I little 1boug-bt that I wa, the poor soul that 
was intended in the diline will. I was 
especiallv Llessed at tLe latter part of the 
setmou, where be.peaks uf the dear Saviou~•• 
sufferings on Cai ,ary ; as doubtless l ou will 
remeru ber, bi, z,al and llioguage Low 
pathetic and from his attitude he seemed 
almost dvercome. Oh! the power wbicL I felt 
in my inmost soul unspeakable, that my _sins 
should have caused Him so much sutf~rmg. 
J felt ,xceedin~ly sorrowful, m_ingl!'d witb 
love, joy, aduration and yra1se, for the 
redemption wLicb;. in Chri.t for poor lost 
sinnere. 

" On the following Sunday, Oct. 24th, the 
dear man took for 1,i, text, Heh. iii. 14. In 
opening up be •puke of those who we~e 
partakers of Chri•t, and _what were their 
evidences, tile whole ol which I WBB power
fully , nabled to claim as my own, and could 
feelingly say, "My Lord •nd my God," a 
season I hope never tu be forgotten. Lutly be 
spoke of the oneneu between Christ and Hie 

member~, and of the resurrection, and the· 
union of Hie myetlcal body wllh Him. What 
unspeakable ble1J1lngs we are helra too 
tbrou1th Him. Ble1J1ln11a for ever on Hie. 
adorable name, that when He ahall appear 
we shall be like Him, for we shall aee Him 
as he t,. 

" May the dear Lord bless and proPper dear 
Mr. Harris; may He give him an open door, 
ar.d the door of utterance, and give him n. 
word to @peak to him that I• weary; may 
every blessinll' attend bis family. I should 
like much to hear him again if I knew where 
he preaches. Never since the dear Lord sealed
home the pRrdon of my oios h•ve I had such 
a sweet manifestation of His love and mercy 
to my soul, but I have bad many sweet 
tokens of His lovln!l'•klodnes1. May we all, 
who know His name, be favoured to know 
more of Him, and the power of His resurrec
tion, and the fellowship of His sufforiogs, 
being made conformable to his death.-Youre 
in covenant love, JANE BULP0RD. 

SOHO.-On the plot of ground, Sbaftes
bury·nvenue, Oxford-street, where the new 
"Sol.,o" is to be built. a meeting for prayer 
en~ praise was held on Suodey morning, Oct. 
10th, at 7 o'clock. .At this dedication, or 
consecration, service about 200 were pre
sent, Mr.John Do~,theesteemed pastor,_pre
siding. The meetmg was one of gratitude 
to God who bad so signelly answered the 
united prayer of the Cbunh in 11.iving them 
the piece of freehold ground, and the means 
to warrant them in commencing building. 
Mr. Box read Psa. cv .. •aod other portions of 
Scripture. About nine brethren offe~ed 
prayer. It wns truly R conserratitn service 
-such a sweet yet solEmo fepling pervad~d 
the wb<ole assembly that many tearsofgrall
tude were shed. It wa• like the early 
morning dew, The sun ,bone forth delight
fully. There wa• the light shining af!er 
rain. The following h) mn WBB sung with
much feding :-

How strange and wondrously bast Thou 
ReFp• ,nd, d to our plea ; 

For Thou best ~1ven the ]and, e.nd now 
We give it back to Thee. 

Most solemn 1 y we dfdicat£
To Tl!ee, ou1· God, tbis Rite; 

Ob. me.y this dedication, Lord, 
Find favour in 'l hy sight. 

Foll long be.a Sal&n held bis sway 
O'er this o, glected vlace: 

Ble~t Spirit, ebed 'Ib.v_ qo.1ck'nin,z ray 
And reigo-Tbou Krng of Grace I 

And wbeo touofa• Joo stouea are laid
The strucl ut·c Juel be~un; 

Do 1'boa-our lioclr, Foundation, Trust
Abide till ail is done, 

And when the buildl~g Is complete-
Tbe se.n<:tuary r;. teed- . 

Tben consecrat~ tbe place, where Christ 
Our So.viour shall be prai,ed. 

There may Thy Gospel be proclaimed! 
Sne sinuera by Tuy gra,e, . 

There let Thy p,eseoce be eoJoyed, 
By each ,uccc(dmg re.ce. 
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SHEFFIELD. 
7b !he Eclltnr oflhe '' Eurthen Ve.,.,el.'' 

DBAR 8ROTHBR,-Grnce, mercy, nnrl 
peace be unto you nn~ to nil the election of 
God, I wns ,:rently rejoiced when the 
VBSBBI, was tinnily committed to your core 
M Its Editor and conductor, and wish you 
every blessing needful for the steering of it 
•afely through the •tormy seo• of this world's 
wisdom and loud boostln~ ognlnst the know
ledge of Go1. 

My beloved friend, the late Erlitor, who 
has pnssed over to the promi•ed lnnd before 
us, fnvoured me with some insertions in by
gone dny•. The EARTHEN VEBS&L is tnken 
ond reo~ by a number of us in these Nor1hem 
parts, end we noxiously look for fts appear
ing moo th after moot h, and hove been often 
bles•ed with its precious cargo of Gospel truth. 
I em sure all wish you God-speerl a• its Editor. 

I may, at time•, in my humble way, drop 
a few lines. I hope, if th~y are deemed ac
ceptable, they will secure your friendly feel
ings towards us in our conflict for truth in 
this district of Arminian teaching and opposi
tion to the Gospel of God. 

Our Church et Masboro', about six miles 
from Sheffield, is the only New Testament 
Baptist Church within twenty mile• around 
us. I think the Church at Lockwoo~ i, the 
nearest to u•. All our people are sound be
lievers in the glorious Gospel of the free 
and sovereign grace of God in Christ Jesus 
the Lord. Our order is the acknowledged 
order of the Strict Bapti,t Churcbe•, and our 
teaching is strictly in harmony with the 
teaching and faith declared in the New 
Testament. 

We have suffered grea•ly in our numbers 
through the depressing influence of the tim•• 
and other damagin!:I" causes; but we are still 
trusting in the living God to bless our work 
and establish it with His own hand. It has 
been my lot to minister along with my 
elderly brother, Elam, to our people for more 
than fifteen years. I hope I can say t be 
well-ipring still flowetb, and the Lord 
strengthens us and makes us acceptable and a 
~le9!!ing amon!!' our brethren. I have great 
JOY m the Gospel, and when God is pleased 
to open my lips I most willingly speak forth 
His praisei all my eprings are in Him, and 
out of His fulness f have received grace 
upon grace. J am nothing, but Christ is ell 
and in all, the ,ame yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever, Our bmrts melt under His all
subduing love; our eyes o'erflow, and we 
gratefully reture with songs unto the 
heavenly Zion. Oh! those sweet drawings 
from above by which we know His power and 
under which we hrar His voice As our 
light and our salvation, He giveth us rest, 
and we shall sit with Him in the kingdom of 
God; His elect shall possess it for ever anJ 
ever.-You1"11 In Jesus, JosBPH TAYLOR. 

376, Laugsett-road, Shellleld. 

ISLINGTON.-One of the green spots in 
the denomination is Provldeuce, hlington. 
Ever since our brother P. Reynolds has been 
t~e pastor, there t.a• been a steady Increase, 
till at fast It Is fouud necessary to find 

greater accommodation; con..,qumtly the 
Cburch have very judicelly deciderl-imte&d 
of laying out .£1,000 upon the old bulldlnll, 
down an unpleasnnt court-to build a new 
and more commodious sanr,tuery, in front of• 
the rood In Highbury Place, concerning 
which our rearl•rs will hear more ahou t in 
due course; •ulliee it now to say .£1,00G is 
wanted hy March, 1887. The pastor reside• 
at 8, Elphinstone Street, Avenell Road, 
Highbury, London, N. who will irive any 
information our readers may require. On 
Tuesday, Nov.16th, the thirly-si,cth anni
versary of the cause wao held, and Mr. J oho 
Hazelton deliverer! a soul-cheering discourse 
from the words, "We have thought of Thy 
loving-kindness, 0 God, in the midst of Thy 
temple" ( P•a. xiv iii. 9). . The preacher 
dwelt very sweetly otl the Lord as the 
"great lover,'' and his "rea.:on for Joving u~." 
We ean ea.,ily understand reasons why we 
love each other, but who can fathom the 
reason for God loving u•? Our Saviour 
answers the question, and He is tt:P. only one 
that can. •· Even so Father, for thus it 
seemed good in Thy sight." The preacher 
was a full hour in hi• discourse, but the 
savour atten·ling it marle it seem mu~h lesa, 
At the evening meeting Charles Wil,on. 
E-q., presided, and after prayer by Mr. 
Mitchell, of Guildlord, called on the pastor to 
give an account of the past year'• work. 
Mr. Reynolds said: Never, during the eight 
years that be had been at Providence. bad 
tlley experienced more of the Lord's blessing 
amongst them than during the past year; 
eleven had been added to their number, they 
were at peace-working on as the heart of 
one ruan. All 1be institutions-Sunday
school, Tract and Benevolent Society, 
Dorca, and Infant's Ai<t Socit!y, High
bury Mission, monthly publication ofsermoD.!!, 
&c.-were in.a very healthy condition; and in 
l\umble dependence upon the Lor,t they 
looked for ,till greater ,blessing in the future. 
The meeting was subs,quenrly addressed 
after the fo1'01Vin~ order:-Mr. Box, Faith 
a divine gilt; Mr. Jones, Juslifi,a,icn by 
faitk; Mr. Winters, Faith a preser>ing 
means; Mr. ~quirrt:l, Faith a mi~hry con
queror; Mr. Thoma•, Faith performing 
prodigies; Mr. Sears, l'ai1h ,nrluiiog trial. 
All the speakers adhered weil to their text, 
anu spoke oat of a full heart warmly; these 
are all c,,mparalivtly )'Oung men, anl 
augurs wtll, under tile Spirit'• guidance, for 
the future of the Strict Baptists. Then 
came the closing sp,aker with an unusual 
nnll uoassuwetl ~ravi1y, emJ perorated on 
fai1h'• reward, 1be cro~n of glory. We 
never heard our friend Warr, n more solemn; 
the subject suited hi~ veneraole appearance, 
and hi; matter was an excelltnt periorl to 1be 
subject of the evmiug. Messrs. Willey aud 
Joy,·e, deacons, !honked the frieuds for their 
help anJ counteuauce. The eha~el was lull, 
anu the collection good, and oil united in 
prai,in,; God, aud 1beu separated. As I have 
a collecting card tor the new chapel, I shall 
most thankfully receive the smallest con
tribution any ti'iend may send.-JoH~ W. 
BANKS. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF MY GOD. 
B, JOHN BOLTON. 

( Continued f••om page 856). 

CHRIST BEGINS HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY, 

A~ist me, Holy Do"E>, to trar.e 
The foot•teps of the Prince of Grace, 

The footstep• of my God! 
He who will all the nations hll!ll!I, 
Now to fulfil ell rii.bteousnese 

Descend• into the flood! 
With joy Ano wonder here I see 
The Friend who hore the cro,!S for me 

Jmmeniied in Jorrlan'fii wave; 
While I with wonder see the sight, 
With reverence let me view the rite, 

Blest emblem of His grave! 
We trace him now from Jordan's stream 
·To meet the trial aweltiniz Him, 

Where billows o·er Him roll. 
h this the Bein,s who walked the skies, 
By whose decree the cherub flies, 

And ki11gdoms rise and tall 7 
Who hears the ravens when they cry, 
Who wipes the mourner•• tears away, 

Himself with sorrows worn. 
Whom now the Father's pleas'd lo bruise, 
Whose locks are wet with midnight dews, 

D<jected and forlorn 1 
Ye rbeerful sODl!"•ters of the woods, 
Which nurse with care the callow broods, 

B.v natural instinct led ; 
Be silent now, both ,-reat and smell, 
Your M eker's here beneath you all, 

No place to lay His bead ! 
Be silent, sceptic! bold thy peace, 
Nor tamper with those mysteries 

Thou canst not understand ! 
Here grace in all its lustre shined, 
No marvel Satan seeks to blind 

All under his command, 

The Lord of life and Prince of grace, 
Within the lonely wilderness 

M uat •pend His forty days! 
-0 ! rocks, and hills, and herbs and trees, 
And fragrance wafted on the breeze, 

Break forth in songs of praise! 

For lo! the daring monoter'• faced 
By the eternal gTI'Bt High Prie•t, 

Who's captives must be freed! 
'Tis be who in the j?ard,n foiled 
Our paren~, and their comforts spoiled, 

Cr·ushed by the holy Seed. 

All hellish darts he hurls around 
Thi;; Rock of ages, but rebound ; 

Returns from whellce they've flown. 
Once more tbe powersof bell doth shake, 
Aj?ain the fiery legions quake, 

Their captain'• overthrown, 
Behold ! what wonders doth appear, 
For, though we flud the Surety here 

In contest with the foe, 
He's here His purpose to fulfil 
According to His Father'• will, 

His people's grief;; to know, 

rTo be r.r,nffr111ed). 

WALTH AMSTOW.-The twelrtb annl
verFary of Zion Chapel, Maynard-road, WB8 
held on Sunday, October 31, when two ser
mons were preached by Mr, A. Runnacles. 
On Tuesday, November 2, a tea meeting wu 
held, and, conslderlnll' the reduced state of 
the cause, a lt()Odly number participated In 
it. At 6 SO a public meeting was presided 
over by Mr. Henry Hall. The chairman 
.i:ave out the 801st hymn (Denham'•/• and 
Brother James prayed, The cha rman 
stated that he eame with a desire to do them 
good, and referred to their former position 
end their subsequent adverse circumgtances. 
He aho encouraged them to stand up against 
them, and hoped they would have grace 
given to enable them to do so, that the hand 
of God would be felt and •hewn to them, that 
prayer and supplication might be given, and 
that the affairs oft be cause might be managed 
with discretion, and that the deacons might 
act with sympathy and affection. Brother 
Bennett referred to his itineratiug in White-. 
chapel, opposite the London Hospital, many 
yeara aizo, as be could not bold in his soul 
the desire to preach Jesus, and wu com
pelled to tell it out, He advocated open-air 
preaching. Brother Lan~ford aho referred 
to bis having preached opposite brother 
Flack's chapel, and in Newton, Devon, and 
said that be would be glad to do the same 
again, It was a privilege to call God ours
our Light, S&lvation, Shepherd, Fortress, 
Tower, &c., for we had God in all these 
terms. Brother Flack deplored the little 
be had done in a missionary way, but the 
spi:it bad not yet died ont in him, Some 
very spiritual observations were then made 
on Matthew xvii. 1. Brother Burbridge 
offered llOme remarks upon John v, 39. In 
J oho 's time the Scribes and Pharisees did 
not care if Jesus Christ was left out in their 
reli![ion, neither do they care now. Re
ference WB!! then made to the robe of Christ's 
rightfoum~. The writer referred to the 
inward work upon bis heart by the Holy 
Spirit under the mini;itry of the late good 
John Foreman, nnd to the privilege of being 
permitted to preach the Go~pel, Brother 
Pardoe spoke on the needed blessing of a 
spiritual revival. Brother Smith ( one of 
the deacons) concluded in a few practical 
observations, and the meeting elosed by 
singiog the doxology,-C. ORTNER. 

BERKHAMSTEAD.-Anniven;ary ser
vices were held on Nov. 9th in the new 
Assembly Rooms. when sermons were 
preached to a large number of peoJ!le by 
Mr, W. Winters. Between the services a 
l?"Ood company of friends partook of tea. 
For many years Mr. Shipton preached the 
glorious GoFpel of the blessed God In the old 
:ooms and now he Is privileged to preach 
in tb~ new and more commodious building 
which is rented {or that purpose. Brethren 
Shipton, Wood, and Kendell were preo1eot, 
with friends from LeeCommon,Chesham.t.and 

I 
Trio g. Jirethren Monger ( of Weston Tur
ville) and Boucbamp (of Boxmore) were in 
the company. We earnestly wish this little 
cause much real prosperity. 
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CHELMSPORD.-The Chelmsford !!ltrlct 
Be11tlst Chapel, which, during the pest few 
month•, ha• been undergoing thoroue:h 
lntern•I repair, was re-opened on Nov. 9th 
with epeclol eervicee. The friend• have not 
only repolr~d the Chapel, but have carried 
out numeruuelmprovements,wblch add either 

In London all bis life, connected with one or 
two Strict Beptist Churches. During the '%7 
years he batl attended the chapel in Chelm•
ford he had never felt so much at home 11.s 
during the last three or four years; and as a 
proof of It be ml'1,'ht say that nearly two years 
ago he was tronsferred from the Church of 
which he had been a member (or 30 year~, 
and joined this Church. He trusted that tl1e 
union mi'1,'ht be userul anti profitable to him
self and the Church as well. They had every 
reason to praise God and take courage. He 
bad always endeavoured to walk peaceably 
wilh all men. He held that everyone had a 
right to read the Bible and think for him,elf, 
and to worship God as he plea.•ed. He 
admitted that right on the part of others, and 
he claimed the same rii::ht bim•elf. He a;ked 
those who did not think with them to deal 
honestly and fairly with their views. Mr. J. 
Juli gave an encouraging addres•, remarking 
at the outset that be saw a very :z-reat im
provement io the chapel, and also in the 
congregation since be last came to Chelms
ford, Mr. F. J. Burl!,'ess (pastor) said be 
remembered entering the chapel for the first 
time three year• ago last spring, and be 
thought it looked rather dirtv and uncom
fortable. He passed on to •peak of the work 
which bad just been accompli,hed, expressing 
the belief that the success of tbe project was 
largely due to Mr. W. Beach, who started 
the don1tions with £50. A great deal of bard 
work, however, had been done by :\Ir. Cottee, 
Mr. Lappage ancl others, to whom their 
thanks were due. If more pastors bad the 
kind of people to help and encourage them 
that be bad, there would not be so many un
happy pastors 11.s there were in the world. 
Mr. I. Smith, ef Yeldbam, also gave good 
cheer, and)poke, narrating bis experiences in 
collecting for the improvement of bi, chapel. 
The meeting closed with the benediction.
The collections amoanted to £3 12;. 4d., leav
ing a deficiency of about ,£23. 

to the comfort of the worshippers or the 
beauty of the building, at an outlay very 
little In excess of what the simple restoration 
alone would have coet. Some 15 years had 
elap•ed since the place was last substantially 
repaired. The committee obtained the aselst
ance of Mr. Charles Pertwee, architect, who 
furnished II report of the work necessary to 
be done. The matter was considered by the 
Church; and io the result the commi_ttee 
were empowered to carry out such portions 
of the work as they might decide upon when 
three-fourths of the amount required for such 
portions bad been promised. A_t the n~xt 
meeting over £100 were secured 10 promises 
or cash ; end collecting cards were distri
buted, with the result that in three weeks the 
totel bed risen to nearly £230. It was then 
decided to proceed with the whole of the plan 
at once. The tender of Messrs. Potter and 
Lummis, builders, Chelmsford, was accepted 
al the sum of £:!85. The details of the restor
atioli were described in en able paper read by 
Mr. J. W. Cottee et the evening meeting, 
which also let in a broad flood of light upon the 
discomforts endured by the congregation in 
the past. -Service was held in the chapel for 
the first time since its renovation, in the after
noon, the preacher being Mr. John Juli. 
The discourse, which was an able end earnest 
one, wos basetl on the words," But now being 
made free from sin, and become servants to 
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and 
tbeendeverla,tinglife" (Rom. vi. 22). Tea 
was subsEquently provided in the schoolroom 
by Mr. J. Hicks, of Chelmsford, to which 
166 sat down. A public meeting was held in 
the chapel in the evening, under the presi
dency of Mr. W. Beech. After devotional 
exercises, Mr. J. W. Cottee read a report 
dealing with the history of the undertaking, 
and an account of the alterations. There 
remained, he mid, in conclusion, only a com
paratively small sum to be raised. The 
donaHons ran11,"ed from £50 to 6d, They 
numbered 303, and included an eight-day 
clock from Mr. Loveday, and a new reading 
disk from Mr. Byatt. The total contribu
tions received amounted to £262 9s. 4d.; the 
afternoon's collections, £3 Bs.; promised, £21 
5s.; totel, £287 2s. 4d. The amount rtquired 
wes not eKectly known, but, as near as could 
be estimated, it was £313 6s. 3d., viz:-Con
tract price ( wbieh it was believed included any 
e11tras), £285; architect'• fee, hire of Insti
tute, new mattin11:, &c., £28 6s, 3d.; leaving 
a deficiency of £26 3s. lld. It was a source 
of thankfulness tbet during the pasi two 
years they bad been able to enlerge and 
renovate the vestry, to match board the ceil
ing of the schoolroom, and to provide new 
gas fillings throughout the chapel, without 
Incurring any debt, l\(r. W. Beach said ii was 
27 years last May since be first entered that 
place of worship. Prior to that he bad lived 

TOTTENHAM: HIGH CROSS.-The 
friend's meeting in Welbouroe Hall held 
special services commemorative of the second 
anniver,ary of the formation of the Church 
on Lord's-day, Oct. 24th, when the pastor, 
Mr. T. House, preached morning and even
ing, and Mr. F. C. Holden, of Limehouse, in 
the afternoon. On the following Tuesday, 
Mr. J. S. Anderson preached ao excellent 
1ermon,after which tea was partaken of. In 
the evening Mr. W. Kennard occupied the 
chair, and having read Psa. cxxi., Mr. J. S, 
Anderson offered earnest prayer. Mr. 
Kennard made some thoughtful remar~, in 
bis opening address, on the happy circum
stance which had brought the friends to
gether, and alluded to the blessing of having 
the W urd of God, and the undisturbed right 
and privilege of reading it. Also special re
ferenc~ was made by ~r. Kennard to the 
intrinsic value of the Book of Psalm• to the 
Christian Church, as it met;the experience of 
all God's saints in their varied trials and joys. 
Mr, J. Bennett, in the course of bis solid and 
earnest speech on Christ, the faithful and 
true witness, referred to the fact that he had 
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felt n •recinl inte""'t In the ceu•e nt Totten
hem lrom it• commencement. Mr. W, Fleck, 
who Is e fnther In I•rn,l, e11d the father of 
the newk-e•tehlisbed cnuse of truth at 
Tottenhnni, geve very enMurall,'inll,' words to 
pa.tor and people, nod narrated hi• many 
happy visihl to the friends, nod wished them 
God-speed in their new buiMioll,' project. Mr 
T. House, the pa•tor, testified to the sweet 
fort thnt the Lord had done great thingg for 
himself and the rnuse during the pest two 
yeRrs, there now being ehuut forty members 
in the Church. .Mr. W. Winters eddressed 
the friends on Cbri•t'• woi-ds to Peter, rele
tlve lo the foundation of His Church. Mr. F. 

·C. Holden dwell most blessedly on the unity 
end hRppines• of the whole family of God. 
Mr W. Flock pronoucced the benediction. 
The Churr.h heve pureha•ed a freehold site 
(in Philip-lane. Tottenham) for a new chapel, 
end will. in due course ( e• aoon as funds 
warrant them), begin to build.-Ea. 

nation to which It belonJ!'ll, We are 1tlad to 
know they possess so much younll' and 
zealous strength devoted to the 1tood of the 
neighbourhood, the love of souls, and the 
honour of God; as well as eome aged elree 
eeta~ll•hed in the grand 11nd glorlou~ 
principles and practl<'e• of the Go9pel. On 
Thursday, November 18, tl1e anniversary of 
the Sunday-school wa~ held, when, after a 
larl{e number had taken tea In the school
room, a meeting was convened in the chapel, 
when Mr. Sears presided, 110d 11fter reading 
and prayer called on Mr. Abbott the 
secretary, to read the eightieth a:inual 
report, which told us of the healthy state of 
the school-it had Increased during the last 
year ; they bad a staff of about sixteen 
offirers and teachers; two bnd been con
strained to follow the Lord in baptism and 
were united to the Church: the young i:ien's 
end young women's Bible-class were pro
l!'ressing most favouraL!y, and they were 
looking, by prayer and faith, for the Lord's 
blessing to rest_ on their labour•. Messrs. 
Upsdale, C. Wilson, J. R. Wakelin, G. W. 
Thomas, and Ja mes Flegg, gave earnest 
excellent, and suitable addresses on Sabbath~ 
school work. The grave and solemn remarks 
of Mr. Wi!,on, the exactness of Mr. Upsdale 
the genial in,tructiveness of Mr. Wakelin' 
the pointed and wholernme convictions of 
Mr. Thomas, the young end telling ex
perimce of Mr. Flegg, with tbe scriptural 
summing up of Mr. Sears, so beautifully 
blended and dovetailed, that made an Im
pression ou the meeting, and will not easily 
be forgotten by-J. W. B. 

LIMEHOUSE. - "They shell pro•per 
that love Thee." This promise, in a degree 
pleasing to all lovers of the free-grace Gospel, 
is verified in the experience of pastor, deacons, 
and Church et Elim, Pekin-street, Lime
house. By the help of the Lord they have 
11,'0ne on waxinJI; stronger and stronger. The 
third anniversary of the opening was held on 
Thursday, October 14. Each yenr they have 
been enabled to reduce the debt £100, so 
thol the £600 is now brought down to half 
that amount; this is due to united action; 
there is but one spirit, striving together 
for the glory of God, and not who shall 
be greatest among them, and the Lord has 
set His SERI or approbation on their effort. 
Sinners have been called, and saints com
forted. est.ablisbed, end built up. He bas 
proved to be to tl,em a God of providence and 
·grace. They have not bad to resort to any 
sensational movement, or any innovation on 
the plain end simple service of God. The 
organ is in \he pulpit, the Holy Spirit blows 
sweetl.v through the word preached, end the 
note of the people is, " Amen, so would we 
have it." On this oeeaaion Mr. G. W. 
Shepherd preached in the afternoon to a 
-chapel full of people a glorious Gospel sermon 
on the water of life. In the evening Mr. 
James Lee presided, e.nd after prayer by Mr. 
Lovelock, tile chairman spoke of the pleasure 
he felt in meeting with them, and KBVe ex
pression to some aound experimental truths. 
Messrs. W. H. Lee, W. and G. Webb, 1:1. 
:Myerson, and Turner, Kemp, and Baldwin 
-(deacons), Holden (pastor), andJ. W. Banks, 
gave short add~esses. The very profitable 
service was brought to a close by singing, 
" Grace 'tis a charming sound." A great 
number partook of tea, and over £100 was 
made up by private and public subscriptions. 

WRITECHAPEL. - The pastor end 
•people at Little Alie-street are always at 
work, and we have •ometimes thought the 
chapel should be styled "Tbe Strict Baptist 
Metropolitan;" it seems always engaged in 
pwmulgatinJI: some good cauae, either <'OD
. nected witb its owa Church or the denomi-

TROWBRIDGE.-At Zion, on Tuesday, 
Nov. 16, the member's annual tea meeting 
was held. The p3slor, Mr. Schofield, and 
bis devoted partner bear the expense one 
year. and the senior deacon, Mr. and Mn. 
Applegate, each alternate year. It was the 
worthy deacon's privilege this year, and the 
meeting, as it bas done hitherlo, proved a 
very interesting one. Addresses were de
livered, and fellowship enjoyed. The Church 
here have, during the past year, lost ten by 
death; this circumst.aoce, naturally, solemn
ised the mind, and called for remark; it was 
impossible for men of such a spiritual state of 
mind as Messrs. Schofield, Long, Applegate, 
Gore, and others, who have the cause at Zion 
so near at heart, to allow these visitations of 
the hand of God to pass without reverting to 
them. There is a pleasing duality C'onnected 
with the cause of God here which we should 
greatly rejoice to see in every cause of truth 
-namely, while there are some who are 
ready and willing to " depart ond be with 
Christ," there is also a noble army of young 
men and women wbo are constrained to 
follow on, and who form no ,rnall part of this 
large congregation. That the 1,lessing of the 
Lord may rest upon the labours of ptutor, 
deacons, and teachers, end that a great 
influx of the young may fill up the places 
of those who can look back upon their past 
life, and adopt tile language of 2 Tim. iv. 7, 
8, is the prayer of- ONE WHO LOVB8 
ZIOJ!J • 
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H.tCKNEY. - SHALOM CHAPBL, - It 
1111a, heen our wont In yeare past to make a 
dl!play of the fruit• of the earth ; but our 
p18lor, Mr. Myerson, feeling that It was so 
mueh like Caln's offering, which we all 
know was not acceptable to the Lord, it WM 
decided by him and bis deacons not to bold it, 
but that B social meeting with tea should 
teke Its piece. The meellnll,' was held on 
Monday, November 1st at 7.30. The tea 
was on the voluntary principle, but a collec
tion was taken In aid of the Bick and Bene
"VOlent Fund connected with the chapel, and 
the sum of .£1 6,. Hd. was banded to the 
treasurer arter payinll,' for the tea. Grace 
was now sung, end there being an interval 
of time, a Church meetine; wa, held to hear 
the testimony of brother Pardoe, he wishing 
to cast in his lot with us; bis testimony was 
gladly accepted by the Church, and be, with 
nine other friends lately worshipping- at 
Speldhurst-road, and two dear sisters in 
Christ, beplized by our own pastor, on Sun
day, October 31st, were added to our Church, 
and received the right hand: of fellowship by 
the p1utor on Sunday, November 7th. The 
place wa, well filled, and some excellent ad
ilresses were given by brethren Mobbs, 
Pardoe, Branch, Hall, Sanders, Fewster, 
Hutchinson and Mori.:an, sin gin~ and prayer 
filling up tbe time till ten o'clock, when the 
doxology brought this sweet meeting to a 
close. 

NOTTING-HILL-GATE.-- A most 
cheerful, and, in every way, gratifying 
anniversary was commemorated at Beth
esda Silver-street, on Tuesd!ly, Nov. 2nd. 
The chapel hBi been renovated and cleanerl. 
During the past year 25 per@ons have been 
added, 18 by baptism and seven from other 
Churches. The Sunday-scbnol and Bible
-clBSSes are in a healthy state. All the 
teacher@ are members of the Cburcb. A 
Band of Hope bas been recently started. 
The financial position of the cause is also 
very cheering, showing that the Lord has 
given the people a heart and mind to do as 
well as to talk, there being an Increase of 
,£86 during the past year over the preceding 
year. The aft•irs of the Church are carried 
on in a business-like way with an eye single 
to the honour and glory of God, and we 
pray that a long and prosperous career may 
be measured out to brother Herrin,: and his 
people. On thill occuion spiritual, cheer
ing, and encouraging addresees were given 
by brethren Anderson, Lynn, W. J. Sears, 
Styles, Winters, and the paitor, under the 
presidency of Mr. Charles Wilson. The ser
mons were preached by Mr, J. S. Anderson 
and Mr. G. Herring. The singing was 
hearty, and.the meeting closed with praise 
and prayer.-J. W. B. 

STEPNEY.-Tbe 65th anniversary ser
mons were preached at Reboboth, Wellesley
street, ;on Lord's-day, November 14th; tbaL 
In the mornine; by brother G. J. Bahlwln 
on Heh. hi:. 28; and that ln the evening by 
brother F. C. Holden, on latter clause of 
Acts xxvii. 44. On the following Tuesday 

afternoon, Nov. 17th, a sermon was preached 
by Brother W. Winter•. Afterwards a ten 
and public meeting were held. Brother W. 
Kempstone, chairman, read P~alm lxv. 
Brother Saunders prayed. The chairman 
made very appropriate remarks respectin.,. 
the ministry of lhe hte brother Steed and 
to the spiritual profit realised unde~ the 
mi~istry of brother T. BtrinJ!.'er, as to whoae 
fa1hng health he made very affectionate re
fe~~nce. Brother Mote remarked upon Deut. 
VIII, 2, referrmg tu the late pastor and bis 
original city mi.sion work. Brother Holden 
rejoiced that there was no separation from 
the truth a, it isin Christ Jesus. Love that 
begins eni ends in talk is not worth much· 
bu~ this. is not. the love of God. Every 
believer m Christ sh(}Uld be baptized, and 
should become a member of a Strict Baptist 
Church. and should liberally support the 
cause. Brother Lee said he bad hoped 
that brother Wise was coming there to be 
their pastor. When a majority approve of a 
man be ought to be their pastor. Observa
tions were then made on Heh. xii. 22. 
Brother Burbridge remarked upon l Pet. 
Ii. 7, shewing that Christ was the law ful
filler and the precept-keeper. Brother Lee 
(of Forest Gate) gave out the hymn. Brother 
Baldwin referred to his former connection 
with tile cause, and remarked upon Gen. 
xxviii. 19. Brotller Margerum spoke of 
the character and certainty in Job xvii. 9. 
Brother Wise spoke from Acts i. 19, "This 
same Jesus.'' Brethren Joiner and Oakey 
offered a few words, and the cbairman closed 
the happy meeting with prayer. Collections 
.£8 16, l0d.-C. ORTNER. 

ACTON.-Special services in connection 
with the Baptist .Meeting Room, were held 
on Nov. 16, in the Assembly Room of the 
R-0yal Oak Coffee Palace, in aid of the 
Building Fund. In the afternoon Mr 
Shepherd preached a •oul-inspiring sermon 
from Gen. xxxii. 12. In the evenin" a 
public meeting was held, H. Cooper, E~q., 
presiding. After reading Psalm cvii., Mr. J. 
Franklin offered prayer. The e hairman 
then expressed his pleasure in being present 
to take part in such an inte~esting meeting. 
He then desired brother Archer, the pastor of 
the Church, and secretary o[ the Building 
Fund, for II statement of account, who 
narrated the felt need of the cause and its 
origin. He read a list of donations, the 
result of which showed they needed tile sum 
of ,£40 to complete the purchase of tbe land, 
but had promises amounting to £60, to be 
placed on the foundation-stone wben laid. 
The Chairman here made a few remarks, and 
earnestly appealed to those present to clear 
off the £40 so that the st<me could be laid. 
A gentleman tll,n rose and ,:ave £20, which 
was characterised as an eloquent speech. 
Brother Stephen spake excellent words from 
Ezra v. 16, upon the means to be used; and 
the encouragement lo be tlerived from the 
fact that nothing shall really prevent the 
progress of the work of God. Brother W. 
Hazelton spake cheering words from Acts 
xxiii. 11, Brother J. Kingston from 3 John 
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Ii. Brother J. H. Lynn brief and heart 
warming word,. Brother Belcher folio wed 
with B few •entences upon the WONDRR PUL, 
Great eympeth:v and hearty lntere11t was 
•hown. The colleclion amounted to near Iy 
£10.-J.K 

bumble, eln,cere, and unobtn1al•e Obrlatlan 
whoso rehg,on wao ooon and felt, rather the.~ 
heard; an atreollonate buoband, Indulgent 
rather. and kind frl<•nd, who,e removal has 
created o. •ad vacuum lo !ho home and bearta 
of the widow and dear oblldron.-TII, Hlf•nl 
Me,.ffllger. 

JORN VI. 48-58. 
Lord Jceue I long 10 be feeding on Thee 
Oh, Bf'nd <lo,•;n the me.no& in ple'lt.y to m'o ; 
I kneel a.t Thy fonteton] to ge.tber my store, 
And f&in would be reciiing on Thee e"v1:rmore: 
Fredlng on Thee; yee, feeding on Thee, 

Died, at Plymouth (arter three daya' lllbeH) 
on No~. 7, 1888, au aged sister in Ohrls);, wh~ 
bad reached L he Ill!• or 84 yeart1. Burled by the 
p~~lor, F. Green, in l'lymoulb cemetery on 
Fr1dRy 1 Nov. 12. 

Thou mn.nne. of heaven, I'm reeding on Theo. 
Who eateth My flesh and who drlnketh Mv 

Thomas Sparke, of Chapel-roe.cl, Bexle1-heatb, 
fell aeleep on Nov, 3, at , ho •II• of 83 yeara run 
of1yoar• And full of grace, "So lie giveth Hie 
beloved sleep.'' blood, • 

He dwelleth in Me. R&itb my Lord a.nd my God• 
Ai;; I by the Father havr• life, i;a.o eha.lJ he ' 
\\'ho f(•<.'d<·th upon MC', li~c ever by Me: 
nwt='llintl in Tbee : yeR, d ~citing in Thee, 
Thon, Gift of the F.tthor, I'm dwelling in Thee. 
Tby Word doth declare, e,nd I gladly believe, 
Th:1t all who the m~nne. ot heaven r<'celve 
Hu..vc life ever)e.l!lting. and nl'ver "h&ll di<", 
Thou said'st, I will r&iee them to glory on hl11h : 
RBbe tbem with Tliee; yes, raise tbem with 

Tl.ce, 
Vp from tbc dark gra,·e, Thou wilt r&loe them 

wi1h Thee. 
Leeds. 

~hmingt. 

ADA. 

On Satnrda,, Nov. 1 ~th, 18S6. at Bethesda., 
Not1 ing Hill hate, Wbl o.m Worvell Spire, 
(eldest son of Dea.con Spire) wa.e married to 
Rosiua Alice French, by the pastor, G. Herrin g. 

Jn Btmoriam. 
Elizo.beth arues. at the age or 32, wa• taken 

to be wi1 b Jesui, on Sundo.,,, Oct. 17, 1886, a.nd 
Iler remains were buried 1n tbe rn metery at 
Trowbridge on Thursliay, Oct. 21, her paetor, 
l:lr. Schofield, <rffl.ci&tH1g. A letter from her 
devoted f;btt>r, L)'U1a, says" she was very oom
fortahle in ber mlod, and sen~ble till the last." 
We saw the dea.r dep&rWd one wben at Trow
bridge; her heaven]y countct1a.nce then told ne 
she w11s not lontr for this world. The Lord 
B&nct1fy tbe bereavewent to mother, eieter, a.nd 
all tbe family, 

Ba,rriett E□gland, a.gPd 63, a.lao a member at 
Zion. TrowLridg,,, wo. .. buried by .Mr. Schofield 
on Tae,day. Oct. tt. She was among the old,ot 
of tbc mewbere uf Lbe Cburcb. For some con
t:iderahle time sbe was deprived of the use of 
her reason. A little tillle before ber departue 
her f.acuhies were , etu111ed to her, and she was 
enabled to converse wi1h her hasbe.nd and chil
dren. Hi rend was p~ace. 

Death ha, a11aio inv&ded the ranke or the 
Church al Zion, New Crosl!l, a.nd stricken down 
one of ber ebtcemed d<acoos, in the person of Mr. 
W. Mote. Our brother left hi, office on the le.et 
d&y of July. to all appearance in his usual 
health; but soon aft.er ,eachlng home w&staken 
very 111, aad h• d lo re.II Ju medie&l aid. The 
disease developed into paro.lysls or tbe brain, 
and, in sp1'<l of •II that could be done, rapidly 
progr<.1std, t1J1 1 be earthly boaae came down, on 
Lur(J 1i-d&y eveninll, 8ep1ember 26, just eight 
we<.ks afu:::r tbe a•t,,ek, e.ud abouttlve months 
after tbe deai b of bis eldest so~. wbo we.e Tery 
hw,tily e&rried a.way by that !earful dise&ae, 
consumption of the lungs, in May la.ot. How 
£1.nd wben our deceased tuorber wa.s brought to 
the Lord we know not anything; but more than 
half !Ji• life was opcnt in rellowshlp with the 
Church. having been ba.ptized by our brother 
Hazelton more tban tbirty years a.go ; a.nd 
all hough a worsbippe,· witb "" tor a nnmber o1 
yee.rs, lie joined us at Zion only In 1883, and 
WII,£ elected de&con In lllo.rch, 1886. He wa• a 

Died, S,·pt. 3, at Lincoln Lodge Totterld11e 
Robert Wilkinson, b~tter known t0 the reader& 
o.t Cheering Wont, .as '' Rubortu,,1' under which 
signature be contributed sev<·ral poems 

In _loving remembrance or Mrs. Mary Fisher 
of T1vetsh111l, who dep.rtO<i this life In the69tb 
yeo.r of her age. on Nov. 6. For many years 
she was a member of tho bo.p ized Church of 
Obrist at Pulham-St.-Mi>ry, :Norfolk, under the 
pastoral care of Mr. BenJaonn Taylor, and was 
grea, ly beloved by o.11 tbe friends. 'J hough 
sorely afflict,( d, she wo.~ blessed with gree.t grace 
and exo.-llent_~if1s, abiaing in a godly lire, She 
p&ascd awi>y 10 pee.co to her eternal rest with
out a sigh or a. strugg'e. 

In loving memor.v of Mary Jolly, aged 63, the 
beloved wife of Mr. J, W. Jolly, a deacon of 
Bethel chapel, Hoxton, who entered into. her 
eternal res on Nov. 9,and wa.e buried at Abney 
P&rk cem, tery No•. 13, after a long e.ffliclion 
which f:he bore with po.Ueoce and resignation: 
It has been my privilege to spend many b&J/PY 
hours with hor, o.nd have enjoyed rerresh1ng 
season~ while talking of the things concerning 
the heavenly Jerusalem. Altbough unable to 
&ttend tbe means of grace do.li.ng the Paet 8 
years, I never found her in a murmuring spirit. 
On one oecastoo she a.ppe•red a little Impatient, 
a.od ea.td., "l won11er what r.be Lord keeps me 
here for? I do wish He would take me home." 
I repeated the following lines: 

u To Jesu.~. the crown of my hope, 
My soul is in hnete to be gone." 

She eaid," Ye@, 1bat is it." I then said, "Only 
e. few more sorrows, only e. few more.tears,and 
you will be sofe in tb e arms or Jesus." She 
replied," Pray for me the.t I me.y be able to sa.y, 
• All the days of my 1,ppointed time I will wait 
till my ehantie come•.'" When the Lord was 
pleasod to awaken iu the 10111 of our dear sister 
a sense of tinill, and ,o ehow her the need of 
pardon, she felt a desire to attend the means of 
gra.ee, and, having eeen a chapel In Boxton, 
went in eearcb or it; but lo the meantime It bad 
been pulled dowu. tbe site being required for 
the iuarmary. Fina Ing that tbe Church had 
removed to •' Batt.lei," Newton-street., she went 
there, and, under Mr. Osmond'• ministry, l!er 
soul wae blesotd. !!!he took twoeittinga, hoping 
th&t her ha,ba.nd would soon be Induced to 
accompany her ; and after: a abort time had 
el&poed it plea.sad tho Lord to iJlollqe his heart 
to &ttend wi, h her. Their souls were set a.t 
liberty under tlie mioi.stry or Hr. Osmond, who 
b&pllzed them a.bout 13 year• since. On the 
occasion of my last visit, two day1 befere 
her departure, she exclaimed, "Hallelujah I 
what a. S&viour. I love Jesus, yes, I do I " I 
raid, "Aod JesUB smiles &nd loTes you t:oo.'' 
She replied, "Yeo, ths.t Ho does; I am not 
afraid 10 die." I then said," Now i■ the time to 
trust the Lord, aud lean upon His arm, for under
neath a.re ihe everlaetiug arms .. " She ea.id, 
'' They are, and there is my trust." --ELIZA 
MlLLBR. 

LU,iBBOUSE.-Died September, 11th, Robert 
Bridges, &ged 73, & member of the Qhurch 11t 
Elim, formerly of tile "Oa.ve," Stepney, His 
end waa peaceful and bappy, 
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our own strength; hut, alas! ,ve found, to our consternation alllt 
dism11y, that we could no more deliver ourselves than Israel iu Egypt. 
Then we felt our bondage indeed. The more we tried to escape from 
the power of our lusts and temptations, the more tightly did our enemy 
entwine his chains around us, till ultimately we were driven to the ve1y 
verge of distraction, and the borders of despair! Alas! how had we 
been deceived and deluded. Satan and our own hearts bad promised us 
eaEe and pleasure through sin, but we experienced only pain and terror; 
and we proved the truth of the Scripture which says, "The way of 
transgressors is hard "-yes, both hard and bitter. 

11.-The bitlerness of repentance. 'l.'his is bitter too, though cer
tainly a great step in advance of the former. "Shall the prey be taken 
from the mighty, or the lawfnl captive delivered? But thus saith the
Lord, Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the 
prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will contend with him that 
contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children." All the anguish 
we felt before our deliverance began, was but the product of a remorse
ful conscience and legal terrors; and 

"Law and terrors do but harden, 
All the while they work alone." 

As soon as the Lord was pleased to open our eyes to see what an evil' 
thing sin is, both as to its nature and consequences, then another kind· 
of bitterness was felt. Then we began to mourn for our sins, because 
we perceived their hideousness and hatefulness; and especially when we
saw that sin brought the Son of God down from heaven to bleed and 
die; sin nailed Him to the accursed tree; sin killed "the Prince of 
life." Then was fulfilled, in our experience, the words of the Holy 
Ghost bv Zecbariah: "I will pour upon the house of David, and upon 
the inhabitants of Jerasalem, the epirit of grace and of supplications; 
and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness 
for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstbom." Then did we 
lament indeed! How bitter did our sine seem to us at that time! And, 
so, indeed, we have felt them, more or less, ever since. Then you cried! 
out,-" 0 wretched man that I am! would that I had never committed 
sin! wonld God I had never been born ; for I have sinned, sinned 
terribly, and I cannot undo it! Bow I wish I had died in my innocent 
infancy! 0 that I could obliterate the past, or bury it in oblivion, and 
begin life again! Yet that would be useless, for doubtless I should sin
again, in other, if not the same, respects!" 

And when yon beard the good news of salvation as provided in the 
Goepel, Satan tried to persuade you that you were too great a sinner 
ever to be pardoned. "You get to heaven," he said, "it carries 
impossibility written in legible characters upon the very face of it! '' 
Or, if that did not succeed, he tried another temptation. If you 
answered him, "Nay, • but the very chief of sinners are invited to the 
cleansing fount," be eaid, "Well, but yon are not a sinner at all in the 
Bible sense. What harm have you done? Of what crime do you stand 
guilty? Surely you are not so vile as to need the blood of Jesus Christ 
to cleanse you! Better wait until you have committed something wor1h 
calling a crime; then you can prove the efficacy of the precious blood. 
as Manasseh did and the thief." Or perhaps he suggested that you bad 
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comm!tted the unpardonable sin, and_ so had beUer give up all hope and 
all trymg: Or he slandered the ;Almighty and blasphemed the doctrinee 
of gra~e m some such way as this: "You see from the Bible that only 
a certam favoured few are to be saved; you are evidently not one of 
them; and if you are not one of God's elect, however much you may 
try and cry, toil and pray, you will be damned at last!" whereas one of 
the plain marks of God's elect is that they " cry day and night unto 
Him." Oh, the anguish, bitterness, and danger of that hoar! 

But has the blessed ,Tesus appeared for you, and delivered you from 
it all? Did hope spring up in the midst of your despair? Did you 
hear a whisper something like this: 

or like this: 

"Are not His mercies large and free? 
Then why, poor soul, why not for thee O

" 

"If guilt and sin afford a plea, 
And may obtain a place, 

Surely the Lord will welcome n:e, 
And I shall see His face." 

Then He wrought a gracious courage in your heart, and you said:

" I'll to His gracious feet approach, 
Whose sceptre mercy gives, 

Perhaps He will command me touch, 
And then the sinner live8. 

I can but perish if I go, 
I am resolved to try, 

For if I stay away 1 know 
I must for ever die. 

And if I die with mercy sought, 
When I the King have tried, 

This were to die-delightful thought
As sinner never died." 

And so you went to Him. Like the penitent woman, you, as it 
were, washed His feet with your tears; and then yon found a strange 
sweetness mingling with the bitterness of repentance; and thus you 
remained, in that lowly bat happy posture, perhaps for days, or even 
weeks and months. You could not give up seeking. If you ceased for 
a time, you found you were obliged to return to it, until one happy day, 
as you gazed at the crucified Saviour, and thought in your heart, " Oh, 
how I wish I could see and believe it was for me ! " then the blessed 
Spirit whispered, " "l'was for thee ! " 

This word was spoken, or some other similar, with wonderful power 
in your heart. Oh, the tenderness, love, sweet influence, and con
straining efficacy that you then felt! Your soul was melted in a 
moment, and you were there and then enabled, as never before, to 
believe it, to receive it, to rejoice with great joy, as one that findeth 
spoil. Then your enraptured heart whispered, " He loved me; yes, 
me-poor me! lost, ruined, guilty, hell-deserving me!'' And He 
replied, "Yea I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore 
with lovingki~dness have I drawn thee." Then you felt with the poet, 
when he said,-

" Dissolv'd by Thy goodness, I fall to the ground, 
And weep to the praise of the mercy I've found." 
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