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"Great God, we sing that mighty hand, 
By which supported, still we stand ; 
The opening year Thy mercy shows, 
Let mercy crown it till it close." 

HAVING entered upon the last decade of the nineteenth century, and 
standing as we do on the bleak and narrow isthmus between two 

eternities, we are solemnly reminded of the rapidity with which time is 
hastening us on to the great future beyond the grave ; and are conse
quently more than ever anxious to realise our interest in God's eternal 
truth. It is only right that we should be concerned about our present 
religious standing and future prospect. Times and seasons come and 
go and leave nothing behind but death and decay ; but those whose feet 
are securely fixed on Christ, the solid RocK OF AGES, are, when in the 
enjoyment of His presence, unmindful of the quickness with which they 
are carried onward and upward to the goal of everlasting bliss. How 
apropos are the lines of Medley :-

" Ye gracious souls, with joy look up, 
In Christ rejoice, your glorious hope ; 
This everlasting bliss secures, 
God and eternity are yours." 

Our heart is often pained to see men and women apparently on the brink 
of eternity, utterly indifferent about their souls, living as though all 
persons were mortal but themselves ; and which sad state reminds us of 
the solemn lines which arrested our attention when very young:-
" Lo I on a narrow neck of land, 0 God, mine inmost soul convert! 

'Twixt two unbounded seas I stand And deeply on my thoughtful heart 
Secure, insensible ; Eternal thino-s impress ; 

A point of time, a moment's space, Give me to feel their solemn weight, 
Removes me to that heavenly plaoe, And tremble on the brink of fate, 

Or shuts me up in hell. And wake in righteonsnes$." 

Yy e are also grieved at the lukewarmness of many iu our own denomina
t10n, who are evidently too well satisfied with merely attending the 
public means of grace once, or perhaps twice, on the Sabbath ; but are 
never seen at a week evening prayer-meeting, and evince no sign what
ever year after year of any experimental realisation of what is preached, 
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although fully acquainted witl1 the doctrines of the Bible in their 
abstract form. On the other hand, there are many genuine believers 
who regularly attend the house of God, and who wonld be of great 
value in the church; but, for some cause or other best known to them
selves, they object to bow to the command of Christ in following Him 
in the much despised ordinance of baptism by immersion, and thus never 
enter the inner circle of communion at His table. Our sincere prayer 
is that God would graciously lead them to see their position, and con
strain them to practically observe His Word (Mark xvi. 16). 

It greatly rejoices our heart, however, to know that at theopening of 
this new year no " root of bitterness " appears in the midst of our 
Churches to disturb and scatter them. The Churches of truth, in fact, 
were never more united and in peace, so far as we are aware, than they 
are at the.present moment. The ministerial brethren and their beloved 
co-workers are, we believe, too busy in the Master's service to quarrel 
among themselves, and our Sunday-schools are in a promising condition 
as regards the theology taught in them. God be praised ! 

Our earnest desire is that God would deepen His precious truth in 
the souls of all those who love Him; awaken careless sinners to a sense 
of their danger, and fill up the vacant places in our Churches caused by 
death with such as shall be eternally saved ; that our denomination 
during the year 1891 may shine brighter in His light, and prove a 
greater power for good than ever in this sinful world. 

To the beloved readers of our Magazine we would say, may you be 
helped of the Lord to meditate upon what you read, pray over what you 
read, try by the Word of God what you read, live out the truths you 
read, and when it is well with you at the throne of grace, kindly 
remember the Magazine and those who labour in its interest for Christ's 
sake, Amen. W. WINTERS, Editor. 

Waltham Abbey, Essex. 

THE FIRST GOSPEL MINISTERS. 
How sweet it is with opened eyes Thi!!•· bread of God'' was all their theme, 

By faith to see the Lord ; Though corn when brui~ed dies, 
The ·• understanding '' then espies But planted in the earth is seen 

The manhood of our God. Up-growing to the skies. 
In Jesus risen from the dead So Jesus bruised of God, became 

The first disciples saw, The Gospel-beaten grain: 
The flesh and bones of Christ our Head, Was buried but to rise again 

As never seen before. O'er death and hell to reign. 
His hands, His feet, His lovely voice! Then to confirm His power and might, 

HiA wounded side as well, Their faith to strengthen too, 
All spake these words-in Me rejoice He vanished out of mortal sight, 

And of My wonders tell. But not im-mortal view. 
They tarried in the city till No more the curse or crucified, 

"Endued" with heavenly'' power," The buried Christ no more: 
Then full of wisdom, zeal, and will, By death He every power defied, 

Went forth that self-same hour. Our every sin He bore. 
To break the bread ·' Himself" had blest And now "He ever lives'' to prove 

And witness in His name ; Our a.dvocate on high : 
They preached that resurrection rest His intercession shows His love, 

Which Apread abroad His fame. Whose blood hath brought us nigh. 

Bournemouth. 

Go forth new heralds, speak His worth, 
With words unmixed with leaven: 

The way ! the truth ! the life ! set forth, 
God'B only way to heaven. 

1 ' JOSIAH.'' 
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UuH POHTHAIT GALLJ,~HY.-No. I. 
W. WINTERS, W ALTHAl'II ABBEY. 

THE courteous request of t~e Trnstees of the ~ARTm;N VESSEL AND 
Gosrm, HERALD, as published last month, will, I hope, sufficiently 

account for the appearance of the portrait in the present issue, as also 
the annexed autobiographical sketch, without any apology from me. 

I was born at Walkern, a small but pleasant village in the county of 
Hertford, on August 31st, 1834. My beloved father died when I was 
an infant ; and, from what I long afterwards gathered from the lips of 
my dear mother, I believe his end to have been a most triumphant one. 
A few minutes before his death, taking me from the arms of my 
mother, he solemnly charged her, if both of us should be spared, to 
keep me under the sound of the Gospel; and I must say that no mother 
ever struggled more than she did during my boyhood days to folfil his 
last loving request. But, to my great shame, I acknowledge that when 
only quite a child I rendered her obligation the more difficult from my 
wilful perverseness in the ways of sin and Satan. I would just mention 
here, to the praise of God's grace, that the death of my father was the 
means God used in bringing my mother to a saving knowledge of Him
self, and which was one reason why she so constantly endeavoured to 
carry out his injunction in keeping me under religious training. I 
believe that my father was called by grace under a sermon preached in 
the open air in the village, and I have understood that my godly uncle, 
Nathan Warner, late of"Brentwood, was called of God at the same time. 
I have also heard from my dear uncle James Winters, of W alkern, 
that my father was instrumental in his conversion. To God be all the 
glory! 

Owing to my dear father's death, I was removed in providence, at the 
age of four years, to Waltham Abbey (my mother's native place), where 
I have remained ever since. I have nothing to record of particular 
interest respecting my childhood days, other than the sharp conviction 
of sin I experienced at the age of eight years. I well remember having 
done something wrong at that time which grossly offended my dear 
mother, and which caused me much heart-sorrow. When I retired to 
bed, sobbing and crying, she came to me and said, ".Never mind, I'll 
forgive you ; " but I cried the more from the fear that I had offended 
God, and said," Yes, mother, I know you will, but will God forgive me ? " 
Since then I have learned that conviction is not conversion, and conversion 
is not regeneration, but the fruit of it. I regularly attended the Baptist 
Sunday-school in the neighbourhood for a long time ; but as years rolled 
on I resolved to go elsewhere, and consequently visited most of the 
places of worship in the locality, mainly with a view of gratifying 
my mother, who constantly urged me not to desert the public means 
of grace. At last I settled down for a time among the Episcopalians, 
but, finding their ritual dull and formal, I eventually left them, and 
became attracted by the zeal and warmth of the W esleyans, with whom 
I united, and soon caught a little of their fire by attending their Sunday 
and week-night services. The nature and mode of their teaching I found 
quite congenial to my natural temperament. I therefore laboured hard, 
early and late, to obtain salvation by the deeds of the law, being totally 
ignorant of Jesus Christ and salvation by free and sovereign grace. In 
the darkness of my mind I became thoroughly proud of my religion, 

(' 
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and thought if any one deserved to go to Heaven I did, as I had done 
my dnty to God and man in every possible way, and had lived for some 
time without committing any known open sin. Also, with religious 
motiYes (supposing "cleanliness to be next to godliness"), I washed 
my sinful flesh many times a day, without the slightest knowledge of 
the necessity for the washing of regeneration by the Holy Spirit, and 
faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. 

This kind of ultra-Pharisaism, however, collapsed after a short trial of 
about three years, and I went pack into the world, and lost nearly all reli
gious feeling and energy, although I did not entirely forsake public worship. 
About the year 1856 a thorough change occurred in my mind, such as 
I had ncyer before experienced. I then occasionally attended the large 
Baptist chapel in the town, but more frequently the little Strict Baptist 
chapel, a place I had previously avoided with feelings of horror 
(although my dear mother regularly worshipped there), because of the 
dreadful doctrines which I imagined were preached there. For some 
time before and after attending the ministry there, I constantly expressed 
to my mother my utter detestation of the sovereignty of God, and many 
fierce religious battles ensued between us about free-will ( or self-will), 
and free grace. At the same time I was fully convinced of the genuine
ness of her religion, and believed she possessed that which I was then 
destitute of,-vital godliness; but the harsh and hard sayings I uttered 
against her convictions and against God's sovereignty in the election of 
His people without creature works, caused me much pain and sorrow 
afterwards. My dear mother died Feb. 10, 1870, aged 59. 

The preaching in the little chapel was the means God employed in 
breaking my stubborn heart. I then felt my condition to be a lost one, 
I envied the beast I saw grazing in the marshes, and the dogs in the 
streets, because I knew they had no souls to be either saved or lost. I 
was afraid for a long time to go to bed lest I should die in my sleep and 
go to hell, and when awake I feared the earth, as I walked about, would 
open and swallow me up. After awhile light broke in upon my mind 
through the preached word, and my language was like that of the woman 
of Samaria," Come see a man which told me all things that ever I did." 
My character was so clearly described by the preacher that I declared he 
knew more about me than I did myself. I knew what he said was 
according to God's Word and my own experience, and was, therefore, 
much comforted by it. I was also very greatly blessed under a sermon 
by the late Robert Bird, of Cranmer Court, Clapham Rise, from the 
words of Christ in Mark x. 51 : " What wilt thou that I should do unto 
thee ? " My answer was, with the blind man, "Lord, that I might 
receive my sight." I visited Mr. Bird on his dying bed, and when 
parting with him, he said, grasping my hand, "God has a great work 
for you to do;" but I had nou the remotest idea what that work could 
be. I was then very eager for something to satisfy my soul, but I 
hardly knew what, and the first hymn I found to suit my case was the 
one (Denham's Sel. 551) beginning as follows:-

" Lord, g_ive my soul a. strong desire 
After Thy glory to a.spire," &c. 

I had no knowledge before that such a hymn was in the book. Psalm Ii. 
and Romans vii. were most precious portions to my soul, as they are 
to-day; also "A Dialogue between a Believer and his Soul," by Hart; 
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Dr. Watts' Lyrics, and Paraphrases of Solomon's Song; Quarles' 
Emblems; Swain's" Redemption," Hymns, &c. 

As there was no service during the week at the little chapel I joined 
a class of youn~ men for the s~udy of the Bible at the large chapel; 
but as they re3ected my experimental answers to their questions, I 
retired, feeling no union whatever to them. The pastor of the cauee with 
which these young men were connected wished me to join his Church, 
but I told him, after hearing him a great while, that his ministry much 
troubled me, becauee he preached that which I found impossible to 
perform. He also expressed that Newton·s hymn, which was very dear 
to me, ought not to be used, viz. : 

"'Tisa point I long to know, 
Oft it causes anxious thought." 

Talking with him one evening in his study, he asked me before leaving 
to pray. I tried, but not having pra.yed in the presence of any human 
being before, I felt that I should sink through the floor ; and my only 
hope was, that he, being deaf, did not hear me. He then gave me a 
pocket Testament with the words of Paul in 2 Tim. iii. 15, written on 
the fly-leaf. Some time elapsed before I fully enjoyed Gospel liberty, 
which was brought about without the use of any means. .Although I 
dearly loved the people of God, yet I was not clear in my mind as to the 
distinction between law and Gospel. I thought there must be something 
for me to do, and I tried to do it with all my might, by reading a certain 
number of chapters of the Bible daily, and strictly guarding my words 
and ways, and then calculating at the end of the day how far I bad 
succeeded ; but I invariably failed to fulfil satisfactorily the task I had 
set myself to do. This kind of drudgery continued, until one morning 
as I was standing alone near the head of a river, and in a state of 
despondency at my miserable failures, the words in James ii. 10 rushed 
into my mind, and crushed all my legal doings at one stroke. In that 
hopeless state I was allowed to remain only for a short time. Before 
leaving that spot I saw Jesus by faith as clear as the sunlight, and in a 
way I had never seen Him before. 1 felt humbled at the sight by a sense of 
my unworthiness, yet overwhelmed with joy. Jesus then appeared as my 
all-sufficient Saviour, and met my condition in every way. He also gra
ciously confirmed His love to me afterwards by the words in J er. x:xxi. 3, 
which came twice to my heart with great power and sweetness. I cannot 
now express the happiness I felt and the real love of heart I had to Jesus 
Christ. In the same joyous state I was privileged to remain day and night 
for five years, and thought the rapture would always abide. I then said 
with David (Psalm xxx. 7), "Lord, by Thy favour Thou hast made my 
mountain to stand strong," but afterwards I was taught the experimental 
meaning of the latter part of the same verse-i.e., '' Thou didst hide Thy 
face, and I was troubled." Since then the days of darkness have been 
many (Eccles. xi. 8) ; but one sweet portion from God has often quieted 
my heart in distress, and is a comfort to me to-day-viz., Phil. i. 6. I 
was then much perplexed as to which of the three glorious Persons in 
the Trinity to address at the throne of grace, when suddenly the following 
words came to my mind, as though audibly spoken, "All power is given 
unto Me in heaven and in earth." I at once turned to the Scriptures, 
and found the words in Matt. xxviii. 18, and have never been troubled 
about the matter since. In the providence of God I married }[ary, the 
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eldest danghter of ,James and Mary Maynard, .June 29th, 1858, and 
settled down i.n the home in which I now live. Words fail to express 
her real worth to me. Praise the Lord-

,. Whose bounteous h!Lnd with needful good, lrns m·tde my cup run o'er, 
And in a kind and faithful freind, has dniibled all ,ny st01·e." 

011 the ~th of J nly following I was bartized and received into the Church 
of which I am still a member. In the course of time the friends 
appointed me to the offbe of deacon, but my soul was greatly exercised 
respecting the work of the ministry, and for more than sixteen years I 
bore the imrnrd conflict without mentioning the matter to anyone but 
God. At last, as I could endure the struggle no longer, I felt constrained 
to open my mind to an aged minister about it, and he strongly persuaded 
me not to hesitate in taking engagements if the Lord should send for 
me, and, strange to say, a dear brother now with God, who had no know
ledge whatever of my then state of mind, wrote requcstino- me to take a 
week-e,ening service for him at his chapel, and would take no denial. 
I regarded the matter as the voice of God, and went praying and 
trembling all the way, and spoke from Rev. v. 1; and to my utter 
astonishment the senior deacon and friends begged of me to visit themaO'ain. 
But I thought I had said all I knew, and therefore determined at the 
time never to take another service. However, God ordered it otherwise. 
A considerable time before speaking in public, the words in Jer. xv. 19 
came with force to my mind, and have been a source of comfort to me 
many times since. I knew not their import until led of the Lord to 
speak in His name. My friends at Ebenezer, Waltham Abbey, would 
not agree that I should itinerate, but secured me at once as their pastor, 
and thus I have through grace spent the greater part of my life in union 
with them, first as a member, then as a deacon, and lastly as a pastor ; 
but the result of my labours at home and elsewhere I leave with God to 
reveal at the last great day. 

I cannot of course say anything here about the literary pursuits I 
have been engaged in at various times during the past twenty-five years, 
but must content myself with having given a few bald notices of the 
experience of my soul in divine things, and conclude by quoting the 
annexed lines of Addison's beautiful hymn on providence, which are 
sweetly suited to the feelings of my heart. 

•· When all Thy mercies, 0 my God, 
My rising soul surveys, 

Transported with the view I'm lost 
In wonder, love, and. praise ! 

·· When in the slippery paths of youth, 
With h eedleas steps I ran 

Thine arm unseen conveyed me safe, 
And led me up to man. 

"0 how shall words with equal warmth 
The gratitude declare, 

That glows within my ravished heart? 
But Thou canst read it there. 

"When nature fails1 and day and night 
Divide Thy wor.11:s no more, 

My ever grateful heart, 0 Lord, 
Thy mercy shall adore." 

l'. XBELIEF may perhaps tear the copies of the covenant which Christ 
bath given you ; but He still keeps the original in heaven with Himself. 
Your doubts and fears are no part of the covenant ; neither can they 
ehange Cbrist.-Rutherford. 

Oh how sweet a thin()' were it for us to learn to make our burdens 
licrht by framinO' our hea~t, to the burden, and making our Lord's will 

" , >:) 

a law.-Rutherford. 



"WHAT LACK I YET?" 
A NEW YEAR'S ADDRESS TO YOUNG MEN. 

BY R. E. SEARS, 
I'astor nf the Bapt;.~t Clwrch, Little Alie Street, Whitr:chapl'I. 

"RUN, speak to this young man,'' was God's command in the clavs of 
Zechariah. It was urgent: "Run.'' It was important: "Speak." 

It was defi,nite: ·' This young man." We hope an increasing number of 
young men will become readers of THE EARTHEN VESSEL .iL.,D GOSPEL 
H 1'RALD. In our homes, in our Bible-classes, and in our congregations, 
there are many young men who are moral, upright, and full of promise. 
To these we now more particularly address a few words. We address 
them because we love them, and are deeply interested in their welfare. 
May we not learn a few useful lessons from the young man wbo came to 
Jesus, saying, "Good Master, what good thing shall I do that I may 
have eternal life?" (Matt. xix. 16-22; Mark x. 17-22; Luke xviii. 
18-25). Jesus replied, "Keep the commandments." "The young 
man saith unto Him, All these things have I kept from my youth up; 
what lack I yet?" 

This young man was a ruler-doubtless a ruler of the synagogue. 
His position was high ; be had been raised to it by his sterling qualities. 
He was respected and loved by all who knew him. He was also zcealthy. 
"He had great possessions." "He was very rich." 

What was his character? He was doubtless looked upon as a very 
religious young er.an. He was not a Sadducee, for he believed in a future 
state. It is pleasing to find that, although a wealthy young man of high 
social position, be thought of another world, and be had a desire after 
eternal life. 

He was moral, upright, and amiable. Mark tells us that, "Jesus 
beholding him, loved him" ; that is, He was pleased with him, He 
esteemed him, He was pleased with his earnestness and evident sincerity. 
We find that be knew the commandments and kept t1em. '· All these 
things have I kept from my youth up." He may have kept them accord
ing to the letter, but not, as we shall see presently, according to the 
spirit. But be was not sati.:fied-his mind was in a state of unrest, 
perhaps by beholding the works of Jesus and by listening to His teach
ing. Hence he asked Jesus, "What good thing shall I do that I may 
have eternal life?" He was not quite sure of his tide to life eternal. 
Hearing of Jesus, and believing Him to be an eminent teacher, he came 
to Him with a sincere desire to be instructed. He was willing to be 
taught, for "he came.·• He was in earnest, for "there came one 
running.·' He also showed reverence and respect to Jesus, for "He 
kneeled to Him." 

"WHAT LACK I YET?" In this young man there w;:s a strange 
mixture; there was much that was good; there was candour and courage. 
He thought of the life to come, and he had a sincere desire t0 obtain 
eternal life. But there was a dark side to his character-there was the 
use of compliments, "Good Master." He was conceited : he e,idently 
had a very good opinion of himself; and what a mistake he made about 
eternal life! 

" WHAT LACK I YET?" This young man did not lcnou· /,imse/f: he 
did not know that he was a sinner, lost and ruined. He considered that 
Heaven could be won by noble deeds. He felt quite able to obey any corn-
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mand. "Tell me what I ought to do, and it shall be done.'' He did not 
know the spirituality of the law hA thou_qhthe had kept. Paul was" blame
less'' until "the commandment came with power;'' then "sin revived, 
and he died." He did not know Jesus. He only looked upon Him as a 
man-a good man-but nothing more. All he wanted from Jesus was 
a little good advice. While men think that they can "do" somethin(J' 
themselves, they will have very low thoughts of the work of Christ. 
There was also in this young man a selfishness that shrunk from sacrifice. 
He may not have been conscious of it, but Jesus revealed it. 

"WHAT LACK I YET?" Jesus thoroughly knew this young man, and 
He showed him at once that in the spirit he had broken the commandments. 
"Why callest thou Me good? There is none good but One, that is God." 
This young man did not believe in the divinity of Christ. He looked 
upon Him as an eminent teacher, that was all. He had, therefore, no 
right to call Hirn good. All the fine words of Unitarians about Christ 
are but so many empty compliments. 

"WHAT LACK I YET?" Jesus answered him according to bis 
question. "If thou wilt enter into life by thy works, keep the com
mandments.'' "Which?" Jesus showed him that be had not kept any 
of them in the SJJirit. "What lack I yet?" He lacked many things; 
but Jesus, knowing his heart, knowing his love of the world, knowing 
his Jove of money, said, "One thing thou lackest, sell that thou hast and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in Heaven, and come and 
follow Me." Here was SJJecial treatment for a special case. Christ showed 
him that he was not willing to "do•· what was commanded. ".Master,'' 
on his lips, was shown to be only an empty compliment. He called Him 
Master, but refused obedience. In every true believer there must be the 
principle of self-sacrifice. Jesus must be Lord, and our obedience must 
be prompt and hearty. 

WHAT WAS THE RESULT? "But when the young man beard that 
saying he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.'' He went 
away! He loved his money more than he loved God. He went away! 
He loved himself far more than he loved his neighbour. He went away! 
Not from his money-bags, but from Christ. It was "his great possessions•• 
or Jesus. He went away from the one, and kept the many. His good 
intentions were strangled by bis purse-strings! "The love of money is the 
root of all evi I." 

He went away sorrowful. There is no true joy for those who are 
without Christ. We cannot follow this young man any farther. We 
would fain hope that by God's grace he afterwards repented and became 
a true disciple of the Lord. 

Beloved young men, Where are you? What are you? ARE YOU ON 
THE LoRn's SIDE? If you are born of God, sin has been confessed, and 
in repentence and faith you have come to Jesus. If He is your Lord ~nd 
Master, you will gladly f,llow His steps. Having Jesus as your port10~, 
you will lack no good thing. Happy, indeed, will be your New Year if 
you can say: 

"Jesus, Master I I am Thine; 
Keep me faithful, keep me near ; 

Let Thy presence in me shine 
All my homeward way to cheer. 

Jesus ! at Thy feet I fall, 
Oh, be Thou my All-in-all." 
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GOOD CHEER FOR PILGRIMS. 
BY E. MITCHELL, PAS'I'OR, CHADWELi, STREET, CLERKENWELL. 

" My presence Ahall go with thee."-Exod. xxiii. 14. 

AMO~G the ma!1y valuable gifts ~od has bes~owed upon His Church, 
His" exceed1og great and prec10us" promises occnpy an important 

place. Nor is the word at the head of this paper the least precious of 
those promises. Originally given to Moses under special circumstances. 
it forms part :if the common treasnry of the pilgrim family-•for all 
things are theirs-and has often proved a staff on which they have leaned 
in their journey to the better country. We observe-

I. WHAT THIS PR0MIS~; MEETS.-It meets the believer's need. Moses 
felt that an angel guard would not suffice-that anything short of the 
presence of Jehovah would fail to cover his necessities. He therefore 
prays, "If Thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence,.; but 
this promise met his every need. We, too, feel that we cannot hope to 
overcome the difficulties of the way, and safely reach the heavenly 
Canaan, without the presence of Jehovah-Jesus. 

" I need Thee, precious Jesus, 
I need Thee every hour." 

We need His all-seeing eye, His almighty arm, His lo,ing heart. We 
need Him to still our fears, sustain our souls, 5upply our wants, dry our 
tears, direct our way, and make us more than conquerors at the end. 
Our necessities are vast and various, but His presence with us meets 
them all. 

" Less than Thyself will not suffice, 
My comfort to restore, 

More than Thyself I cannot crave, 
And Thou canst give no more." 

This promise also meets the believer's desire. All men need God-the 
believer alone desires His presence. "Depart from us, for we desire not 
the knowledge of Thy ways,'' is the language of the unregenerate heart. 
"Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance upon us," is the 
prayer of the quickened soul. The strength of this desire is the true test 
of our spiritual state. The healthy soul, when it does not realise, longs 
for an enjoyment of His presence, "in whose fa,our there is life." 
Satisfaction apart from this it cannot know. 

This desire i.<J intensified under special cirrumstances. The lively 
believer ever desires the presence of his Lord, but when some crisis in 
life is reached; Rome decision, which will affect the whole of our after 
life, must be made; some path chosen; some step taken that cannot be 
recalled; when darkness thickens round our way, and difficulties hem us 
in; when life's shadows lengthen, and the end of our days draws near, 
then our desire for His presence is intensified! Let us but realise that 
He is with us, and we can sing : -

" I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless, 
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterne,s: 
Where is death'~ sting? Where, grave, thy victory'? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me." 

We inquire-
II. WHAT THIS PROMISE INTgNns.-We take it to mean His special 

favour. Otherwise God's presence is everywhere. " Whither shall I go 
from Thy Spirit? or whither shall I flee from Thy presence? If I 
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ascend up into heaven, Thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, 
Thon art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the 
uttermost parts of the sea; ewn there shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy 
right hand shall hold me." His presence with His people is His favour 
towards them. He graciously regards them, is present with them for 
their help and protection, and His blessing rests upon them. 

It intends sperfrrl manifestations. The Schekinah in the holy of 
holies, the pillar of cloud and fire, were the symbols of His special 
presence with Israel. Though these are no longer known, He still 
manifests Himself unto His own, as He "does not unto the world." He 
still makes the place of His feet glorious, and the hearts of His saints 
joyful. by the special manifestations of His presence. Yea, He has 
taken up His abode within them. and the gracious operations of His 
Spirit revi,ing. renewing, refreshing, sanctifying, and strengthening 
their spirits, a.re sweet evidences of His presence with them. 

It also includes special providences. The God of grace and of pro
vidence are one. He directs our way, and Himself is our Guide and 
Protector. All the infinite fulness of His perfections is ready to be 
employed on behalf of His people, as occasion may require. In merciful 
deli,erances, and kind appearings, they sweetly prove His presence to 
be with them. Let us consider-

III. WHAT THIS PR0:llISE ENSUREs.-The presence of God does not 
ensure immunity from trials. God was with Joseph, yet He was sold for 
a sla,e, and cast into prison under a false accusation. "Through much 
tribulation we must enter the kin~ dom," and there is no other road by 
which we can reach hea.en. Our wiEdom in this respect is to be prepared 
to find the way often rough and trying. 

But God·s presence msur£s safety. Daniel was safe in the lion's den; 
the three cast into the fiery furnace remained unharmed. Afflicted, 
tossed with tempest., and sifted, Zion ·s sons may be, but the presence of 
their God secures them. '' Greater is He that is in them, than all they 
that are against them." 

" They may on the main of temptation be tossed, 
Their sorrows may swell like the sea; 

But none of their souls shall ever be lost, 
The righteous shall hold on his way.'' 

Their supplies also are certain. "Bread shall be given, and water 
shall be sure." He that vouchsafes His gracions presence owns the 
universe. At ITis command the clouds distilled bread, and flinty rocks 
poured forth refreshing streams. His name, Jehovah-Jireh, secures all 
needed supplies. 

Nor can they altoge1 her lack comforts by the way. Their God is "the 
God of all comfort," who has mid, "As one whom His mother com
fort0tb, so will I comfort you." 

The presence of God serures their final triumph. " He will guide 
them with His coi:nsel, and afterwards receive them to glory." The 
heannly Canaan will be reached,·• the eternal weight of glory_enjoyed," 
by the foeblest saint whom this promise encompasses. Wenot1ce-

lV. WH.A.1' THIS PR0MI8E JS CALCULATED TO PRODUCE.-Its first 
proper outcome is believing prayer.-Encouraged by this, Moses prays, 
" If Thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence." The good of 
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the promise must be sued out at the throne of grace. " For all these 
things God will be inquired of." 

Sacred confidence is another sweet fruit of this promise. What cause 
have we to fear? We stand on the threshhold of another year, ignorant 
altogether of what awaits us. Let us grasp this word as a staff in our 
hand, and go cheerfully onwards, assured that all must be well. For, 
"if God be for us, who can be against us?" 

This truth realised will produce careful walking. We shall set the 
Lord always before us, and walk as in Bis sight. The presence of the 
Lord is solemn, as well as sweet. The apostolic precept, " Walk cir
cumspectly,'' will be pressed home upon our hearts, as we apprehend 
with whom we are walking. 

A sense of God's presence with us will fill us with adoring gratitude 
and praise. How wondrous is the grace and condescension of our God! 
How high the honour conferred on us! How rich the privilege we enjoy! 
The eternal God favours us with His company, and enriches us with His 
blessing. "Who is a God like unto our God? and what people is like 
unto Israel?" "0 bless our God, ye people, and cause the voice of His 
praise to be heard." " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all 
His benefits" who condescends to grant thee His presence and blessing. 

" Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine, 
My lifa and death attend; 

Thy presence through my j oumey shine, 
And crown mv journey's end." 

"I WILL NOT FAIL THEE." 
BY J. H. LYNN. 

Pastor, Zion Ckapel, New Cross, S.E. 

PERFECT love ; tireless patience ; tenderest solicitude ; infinite 
resource : divine responsibility ; indissoluble union ; fruitful 

ministry. 
Perfect love. None but God could love absolutely perfectly. God's 

love is uncaused, underived, and without beginning or end. Pre-viewing 
all the histories of time, of the fall, of sin, of death, with their appalling 
conditions and accompaniments, could we imagine Jehovah in prophetic 
speech addressing His as yet uncreated beloved, no words would seem 
more fit than "I will not fail thee." His love and purpose were un
affected by the fall. Their destiny of whom Immanuel said, " thine 
they were," is that which Abba's affection designed, and which alone 
could satisfy the Divine passion and bring highest glory to God. Sin 
could not frustrate this. No language can utter the hatefulness of sin, the 
loathsome defilement of the sinner; yet, while the repugnance of his 
state, condition, and character to the Holy One is unimaginable, perfect 
love loves, and love displays its perfectness. Every exhibition of 
Divine love intensifies the proof of God's abhorrence of sin, and deepens 
self-condemnation and self-loathing in him in whose heart the love of 
God is shed. The amazing travail of such anguish as the infinite abhor
rence of holiness and antagonism of righteousness alone could realize 
when in the fearlul contact of the iniquities laid on the crucified, with 
all their degradation and ~hame, c?u_pled with end~r~nce of the wrath 
and curse breathes forth m the mm1etry of the Spmt, the whole-souled 
perlectne~s of love tha:t cannot fail its objects. 

C 
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. Tireless pati:ence. "Thou hast made. Me to serve with thy sins," 
sa1th the heavenly lover. He suffered then· manners in the wilderness. 
Yet His challenge to the fearful heart, whose shame and gnilt protest 
that the Lord must at length cast off, is couched in tones that tell the 
might of love's deepest yearnings, "How shall l give Thee up?" "THE 
Gon OF PATIENCE " says, " I will not fail thee." 

T~nderesf; solicitude. Ye~, " ~e that to1~cheth you toucheth the apple 
of H1s eye. He keeps His vmeyard Himself, and waters it "every 
m?ment." A m~ther'~ heart and lo,:-e are only feebly comparable to 
His, who, unsleepmg mght and day, will be our Guide even OVER (Heb.) 
death. His compassions fail not. 

In/b1ite resource. Not reserved and hidden in the deeps of God. 
All the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily in Him who is the revelation 
of God (Heb. i. 3). His very existence as the living Head of the Church 
is the pauseless energy of the activities of such fulness; and He whose 
mission is to glorify Christ takes '' the things of Mine " and in His 
ministry of divine energy perpetually shows them unto "them that are 
Christ's." Thus the infinity of resource not only is, but is perpetually 
and necessarily in adapted operation. 

Divine responsibility. This is involved in every name by which God 
is revealed: Father, Saviour, Quickener. Responsibility sovereignly 
entered into and from which retraction is eternally impossible. Office 
and undertaking comprise corresponding responsibility. The covenant 
of the triune God is the plenitude of the undertakings of His manifold 
wisdom, the promises of which are the Father's avowed responsibilities. 
Immanuel, as the sent one, fulfilled His commission; and, as the called 
by oath, fulfils His present commission (Epistle to the Hebrews.) Simi
larly the Holy Ghost, whom the Lord Jesus said "I will send," will 
carry on His work through all the night (which is far spent) until the 
day of Jesus Christ. 

Indissoluble union. So complete is this that every ·motion of the 
new-created is response and effect. Need of the Lord is the vital pulse 
in Head and member of" the Lord bath need of thee." The relation
ships of the redeemed are more than symbols. They are facts and being. 
"Because I live ye shall live also," is more than undertaking. It is His 
very existence who has constituted His people members of His body. To 
fail them would be for the nower of endless life to be translated into the 
impotence of utter death. ·Because He has willed and wrought, and, by 
atoning death, lives the Redeemer-life, He is able to save to the utter
most; but He is utterly unable to lose them, or in any sense to fail 
them. 

Fruitful ministry. Each spiritual breath is the exercise of the ministry 
of never-failing grace in the power of the Lord of Love. Self-condem
nation and sin-abhorrence are fruits of the in-being in the quickened of 
the energies of righteousness and holiness. The Mighty Worker has 
entered and" begun the good work." Onward He toils until t};>.e day. 
Negatively and positively the "I will not fail thee" avails. Not failing 
to hide His face from our sins-to withhold His smile from carnality
His fellowship from worldliness-His encouragement from sloth, . The 
soul proves, in the concomitant anguish of gracious woe, the non-failing 
of the Lord. Each lifting of heart to God-entrance of His wqrd..,..... 
token for good-each step of the way, aye I and each moment of pilg.rim 
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history, tells that He fails not,, Apart from Him, ever failure; and we 
are suffered to feel this that we may more deeply know need of Him. 
But He never cast,s off. With Him, what joy, power, and fruit. Dis-
1}iplines of chastening love, fiery trial and its issues, always triumphing 
in Christ, are among the fruitful ministries of the perfect love whose 
" I will not fail thee" excludes miscarriage. 

This sweet pledge has been a very special help to me during the 
past year. Fearful, it has given courage, and oppressed, it has lifted me up. 
U nsupplied and barren with the heavy responsibilities of ministry 
immediately before me, my fevered soul has been brought to calm at His 
feet, and He has supplied. A year of hopes, fears, perplexities, and 
difficulties, this word has met me ever with the deep inward soul-power 
of His gentle breathing. May He who so spoke to Joshua, and whose 
-assurance was given to both Joshua and Solomon, speak to the readers' 
hearts the salvation and peace of His own deep-toned and eternal "I will 
not fail thee.'' 

I will not fail thee, pilgrim, I, even I 
Will freely of My riches all needs supply, 
I am Thy God for ever; well thou shalt 

prove, 
Life, death, nor aught can sever thee 

from My love. 
Lost, I have sought and found thee My 

love, My will 
Not e'en thy sins could alter. Shall I 

not still, 
0 child, through all thy journey, main

tain thy lot 
Till thou art home where sorrow en

tereth not? 

Fail thee for whom I spared not My 
holy Son 1 

All that I am forbids it. :N" o, precious one! 
I cannot let thee perish-love must 

prevail. 
Lo! I must quit My being e'er I can fail, 
Thee I have ransomed, calle,j; now thou 

art Mine. 
Heart cannot guess the treasures, child, 

that are thine. 
Earth and its passing shadows hide not 

from Me, 
Eternal joy succeeds them for Me and 

thee. 

A FEW THOUGHTS ON SALVATION. 
BY GEORGE w. THOMAS, PASTOR OF AKEM.A.N STREET, TRI~G, HERTS. 

"From Him cometh my salvation."-Psa. lxii. I. 

FROM WHOM ? From Him whose commandments I have so 
wilfully broken, and whose authority I have rebelled against? 

From Him whose countless benefits I have received without noticing 
the hand that bestowed them? From the thrice Holy One, at whose 
reproof the heavens tremble and are astonished ? Perdition may have 
Dvertaken myriads of souls who went not so far in the contempt of God 
-as I did, yet salvation cometh to me from Him. He would have been 
just to pass me by. When we review our sins, they seem to require the 
Dutpouring of His fiercest wrath upon us. Yes; from Him cometh our 
salvation. Then He must have had thoughts of love towards us from 
~ternity. 

From Him it cometh. Cometh: here we have a precious present-tense 
word. Every day, every hour, it cometh to me by one agency or another; 
now in this manner, now in that. It comes to us as we read the precious 
Word; it comes in answer to prayer, in the example shown by the 
demeanour of . the children of His sovereign choice ; in reverses in 
Providence ; in the various humiliations we are called to pass through, 
~nd that help us to see the exce~d_ing si?fu1D:ess of sin.. It c_omes to us 
m the love visits of the Holy Spmt, which give us prec10us views of the 
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all-worthiness _of Christ: . A1~d what h:is not yet reached us is on the way 
to us. By faith we reJ01ce m what is before us-the complete deliver
ance from all sin and corruption and the sweet rest of heaven. 

lily .~alvation. The thought melts the soul. " Why me, Lord ? " I 
know more evil of myself than I can positively know of another. When 
I take some of the pictures of my past life, and thrust them into the 
purity of heaven, I groan at the great contrast. Wonder of wonders! 
Shall this heart, that has been the seat of affections so dishonourable be 
interpenetrated with the very love of God ; love t,o all that are the fitting 
objects of love-love to God, love to Jesus, love to the chosen people. 

Salvation. The Lord J esns Christ, our Saviour, came to earth to 
make _an 3:t?nemen~, proclaim His Gospel, establish His Church, pour 
out His Spmt. This was the Alpha of our salvation; and we look for 
Him now from heaven in all His glory, to perfect in us His wondrous 
work, and present us faultless before His Father's throne. This will be 
the Ome_qa of our salvation. May we, like .Jacob, be able to say '' I have 
waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord ! " ' 

DO YOU PRAY IN PRIVATE? 
BY s. GRAY, PASTOR, EBENEZER, BRIGHTON. 

CERTAIN Benjamites could use both the right hand and the lefthand
in hurling stones and shooting arrows out of a bow. It is well to 

be both-handed men in prayer. Let not public prayer suffice ; pray in, 
private also. 

CONSIDER SECRET PRAYER.-!. There are ample inducements to it. 
(1) It is Divinely commanded. Jesus says, '' Pray to thy Father which 
is in secret." Christian, God waits for thee there. (2) The Holy 
Ghost is given us that we may pray in secret (see Zech. xii. 12--14). 
A.re you the temple of the Holy Ghost ? Remember this. (3) The most 
honoured have been remarkable for it. Recall Abraham, Isaac, Daniel, 
Peter. Is it a light thing to resemble such men? (4) An open reward 
is promised. " Your Father which seeth in secret, shall reward thee 
openly.'' The reward of grace is sometimes forthcoming here; it shall 
he surely forthcoming hereafter. "Every man shall have praise of 
God." Other inducements to secret prayer might be detailed, but we 
forbear. 

II. There are ample benefits flowing from it. (1) It srmctifi,es. The 
practice keeps one in mind of the fact that he has to meet God all alone, 
and this will make him anxious to have a good conscience. (2) It 
cheers. The face of Moses shone when he descended from the mount, 
and there is a shining of the face caused by secret prayer. Luther came 
forth from his closet crying, ''We have conquered I we have conquered I" 
(3) It establi-shes. Its tendency is not to shake, but to render un
shakable. (4) It stimulates. Who that is addicted to it is stranger to, 
the energy-recruiting, soul-quickening effect of the exercise. 

CONSIDER THE SECRET PETITIONER.-!. Many things that are true 
about him cannot fail to strike. (1) God is real to him. God is not a 
mere name, abstraction, idea, or fancy to such a man. To such an one 
God IS. Sir John Mason said that, if he were to live his life over again, 
he would exchange the court for retirement, and the whole life he hadl 
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lived in the palace for one hour's enjoyment of his God in the closet. 
(2) His .~pecial des~qn i.s to please Ood. God calls and he complies. 
(~) His .sincerity i's above su.~picion. The Pharisee courts notice, the 
upright go away from it. Blessed is the fig-tree worshipper. In an 
overflow of joy Christ declared it was even so, when Nathaniel, that 
Israelite indeed, drew nigh .. There are other things about the Lord's 
Nathaniels which are striking, but we leave them unspoken. 

II. Many things that concern such a man ought to have weight with him. 
(1) He cannot neglect secret prayer without danger. "Be sure yon look 
-to your secret duty. Keep that up whatever you do. The soul cannot 
prosper in the neglect of it" (P. Henry). (2) He should study to 
couple earnest endeavour with it. The legs of the lame are not er1ual. 

·The Christian should not amble. Let the leg of endeavour be as long 
-as the leg of prayer. (3). It is proper for him to remember the excellence of 
·Christin secret, when cast down by hi.~ own heart dullness, wandering, and 
stupidity. Christ was never faulty in public or in private. His public 
-faultlessness covers our public faultiness. His private perfection cover9 
our private defects. 

" Cold mountains, and the midnight air, 
Witnessed the fervour of His prayer-" 

Think upon these tbi~gs ! 

LINES ON THE NEW YEAR. 

ALAS ! our years, what little things, 
They seem to fly on eagle's wings,

N o sooner come than gone : 
Another year has slipped away, 
-Just like a gloomy winter's day, 

In which there's nothing done. 
The clock strikes twelve !-it seems to say, 
Come, hail another New Year's Day! 

The old year's gone for ever! 
Oh! may this New Year bring some good; 
May thousand souls be brought to God, 

Whom He'll ne'er leave-no, never. 
'The coming years seem but to creep, 
The past is gone, just like a sleep

Time flies!-we know not how; 
Our fourscore years are but a vapour! 
We die away just like a taper ! 

Our time is only-now ! 
'What sad events took place last year; 
·How many overwhelmed with fear, 

And swallowed up with sorrow! 
·Oh! what an empty world is this! 
It can't afford one drachm of bliss!

My soul, don't trust to-morrow. 
How many, who begin the year, 
Will run a heedless, mad career; 

But this may be their last I 
Alas! poor soul, 'tis wretched living, 
Unless you know your sins forgiven

The present and the past. 
To those who know such things as these, 
Years may go faster if they please, 

It is of little matter 
Sudbury, Suffolk. 

That God, who numbers all their hair9, 
Will bring them safe thro'storms and caree, 

Through this world to a better. 
Lord, grant this year, that's just begun, 
May be a most propitious one: 

To me, and thousands more ; 
Ohl may the Gospel's cheering sound 
Be heard by thousands all around, 

And bless both rich and poor. 
Oh! may it be this year decreed, 
That mourning captives may be freed, 

Who are in fetters bound: 
Oh! let them hear the preachers say
Christ turns no coming souls away, 

Who lov_e the joyful sound. 
Lord Jesus reign throughout this year; 
For poor distressed souls appear, 

Help them through every trouble 
Help them to put their trust in Thee, 
To find relief at Calvary's tree, 

And count this world a bubble. 
Then will our days go sweetly on. 
God's providence to live upon, 

His grace to guide our way:
Our burdens cast upon the Lord, 
·who will His promis'd helr afford, 

And bless us day by day. 
Should troubles then come thick and fast, 
That God who brought us thro' the past, 

Will bring us through again : 
For trusting all in Jesu's hand, 
Though weak in self, in Him we stand, 

Nor shall our faith be vain. 
DANIEL HERBERT. 
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NOTES ON THE LIFE AND LABOURS OF THE LATE 
JOHN SLATE ANDERSON. 

BY G. RuFFRLL. 

PART I. 
"It is ungrateful so to maguify our living friends as to forget the merits ot 

those that are gone to whose memories there is a debt of honour due. All the 
respects must not be paid to the rising Sllll ; and, on the other hand, it is unjust sc. 
t,o cry up the merits of those that are gone, as to despise the benefit we have in 
those that survive and succeed them. Let God be glorified in both."-.Jfatt. Hen1·y. 

IN an old note-book of ours, under date May, 1872, we found the 
follo"\'l"ing account of 

MR. JA"!\{ES WELLS AND lllR. JOHN FOREMAN. 

The spring of 1872 will long be remembered by the Strict and Par
ticular Baptists of England, as the period when they were deprived by 
death of two of their greatest preachers, Mr. James Wells and Mr. John 
Foreman. It is not necessary to write a panegyric npon their lives and 
characters. The thousands of devout men and women who followed 
them to their burial prove the high esteem in which they were held. 
As trees of the Lord's right hand planting, their fruit was good even to, 
old age, and God was glorified both by them and in them. They rest 
now from their labours, and their works follow them. There were traits 
in the characters of both which deserve attention and command respect. 
They were men of _qrace and gifts, with which they glorified the great. 
Giver of them. We do not suppose that either laid claim to great erudi
tion in a worldly point of view, nor were their pulpit ministrations 
characterised by oratorical flourish, but they were ministers of great force
of character, earnest workers who served their day and generation 
according to the will of God. 

"If anyone designs to accomplish anything (says Foster in one of 
bis essays) during the short space allotted him in this life, he must a-pply 
himself to it with such assiduity that is regarded as insanity by those 
who live only for pleasure ; " a sentiment which was acted upon by 
both these good men; and when we reflect upon what they accom
plished of the prodigious amount of labour in preaching the Gospel, of 
the valne of their services, &c., we involuntarily repeat the lines of 
Cowper on the death of J obnson-

" 0, men immortal by a double prize, 
By fame on earth and glory in the skies ! " 

MR. JOHN HAZELTON .A.ND MR. JOHN SL.A.TE ANDERSON. 
Sixteen short years after the fall of the two cedars referred to above, 

we were called upon as a denomination to mourn the loss by death of 
two other ministers, men who in a measure filled the gaps made by the 
removal to a brighter and holier sphere of service of Messrs. Wells and 
Foreman. We refer to the death of Mr. John Hazelton in January. 
and that of Mr. John Slate Anderson in April of 1888. Of the former 
an elegantly written memoir by Mr. W. J. Styles has been published .. 
Mr. Hazelton was our first spiritual preceptor, having been brought 
under the influence of his ministry at Chadwell-street in 1860 by two 
never-to-be-forgotten texts. He was to us in our youth as Paul was to, 
the Thessalonians : "But we were gentle among you even as a nurse 
~herisheth her children: as ye know how we exhorted and comforted 
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and charged every one of you as a father doth his children " (1 Thess. 
ii. 7-11). We were dismissed from communion at Clerkenwell to that 
at New Cross, in 1868, with these words: "But grow in grace. and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Clirist" (2 Peter iii. 
3-18). "I did know thee in the wilderness in the land of great 
drought" (Hos. xiii. 5), was peculiarly and preciously fulfilled to us 
through 

THE MINISTRY OF MR .. J. S. ANDERSON 

at Zion Chapel, New Cross-road, a few grateful recollections of which 
during 20 years shall here (by permission) briefly follow. The first time 
we saw and heard Mr. Anderson was on an anniversary occasion at 
Chadwell-street in 1860. He had then scarcely attained his prime, 
and was settled in his first regular pastorate at Bethseda Chapel, St. 
Luke's. Physically, like Joseph and David, he was well favoured and 
goodly to look to (Gen. xxxix. 6, with 1 Sam. xvi. 12). His was a face 
one never tired of looking at, calm, dignified, reliant, and self-collected. 
His perfect naturalness and unaffected simplicity of manner came out 
there and then. The first sentence we heard him utter stuck in our 
memory, viz.: "Just before coming to the meeting I took up Matthew 
Henry to pick up a thought, and it is worthy of notice that in scrip
ture phraseology more is frequently implied than is expressed." Here 
was no pilfering and parading of the thoughts of others, but plain honest 
dealing, which commended itself to the conscience. The glare and 
boldness of some speakers dazzle us, but when a preacher gets up and 
tells us that "he too is a man '' with whom thought is scarce, and 
whose conceptions of divine truth are meagre, we feel that touch of 
nature which makes the whole world kin. We have wondered how it 
was that this first utterance of his in our hearing made such an impres
sion upon our mind, and cannot account for it otherwise than a~ 
Campbell puts it :-

" 'Tis the sunset of life gives me mystical lore, 
And coming events cast their shadow before." 

We commenced our attendance at" Zion" while Mr. Anderson w~ 
at Bradford, and after he resumed his ministry at Deptford we were 
among the first batch of new members that he received into the Church. 
The pleasure it afforded him to get back again was evident in the first 
sermon he preached after it was settled that he should return. It was 
on a Wednesday evening, and the place was full. The text was 
Solomon's Song ii. 10-13, "For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over 
and gone, the flowers appear on the earth, the time of the singing of 
birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land." The 
hand-shakings and congratulatory exp~ession~ on all_ sides aftei: that 
service took nearlv an hour. In the midst of 1t a caut10us-we will not 
say captious-brother exclaimed," Ah! they'll make~ hash ?fit." We 
think it has been generally understood that the friends did make a 
hash of it, but it was a very good one. 

It comes not within our province to refer to Bradford. Some sur
prise was expressed that Mr. Anderson left Deptford to go there, and 
greater surprise was felt that ~e was so ~uccessful after he returned_ from 
Bradford to Zion. We know little about 1t beyond the fact that he did go, 
and that he came back again, and while there as editor of the Voice of Truth 
he expressed his intention to make the Voice of Truth heard in York-
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shire. At that time there were three principal Baptist Chapels in 
Bradf?rd-.Zion, which was popularly known as Mr. Chown's; Westgate, 
to whrnh Mr. J. E. Bloomfield went on leaving Meard's Court, London; 
and Trinity, to which Mr .. J. S. Anderson was invited at the suggestion 
of Mr. Bloomfield. Anyhow, it came to pass that two gent,lemen from 
Yorkshire visited Deptford one Lord's-day morning and were so well 
pleased at what they heard, that the Church at Trinity Chapel, Bradford, 
soon aftrrwarrls invit,ed Mr. Anderson to become their pastor. 

( To IN' r·ontir1U1'n.) 

GEMS RROM ~HRISTIAN AUTHORS. 

NOTES ON '' FULLERISM." 
BY lfR. GEORGE WRIGHT, FORMERLY PASTOR OF BECCLES. 

A MAIN error of Mr. Fuller-and perhaps it was that in which his 
system, and the arguments by which he defended it, originated

consisted in the excessive and anti-scriptural ideas he formed of the 
accountableness of man. He attached obligations to him as a free agent, 
which, in fact, never devolved upon him by any law of his Creator, and 
invested him with a responsibility for talents which he never possessed. 
Because man is naturally obliged as a creature to love and obey God, 
according to the extensive purity and requirements of the Divine law, 
be maintained that the same reason in which his natural obligation as a 
creature was founded obliged him also, as a sinner, to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ for salvation upon his having the Gospel revelation. 
Independent of the absurdity of representing faith in Jeans, in a light 
which classes it with the works of the law, I call this an excessive and 
extravagant idea of human responsibility. Accountability, if it relates 
to anything, must relate to some service to be performed according to 
the measure of ability with which the Creator originally endows us, or 
to some trust with which He has charged us, that we may employ it for 
all purposes of His righteous will-or to some talents which He has given, 
that we may improve them, and return to Him that revenue of praise to 
which He is entitled-but arcountability can have no place in the recep
tum of _qifts and benefits, zch£rh He communicates, with an absolute 
sovereignty of will, to whom He pleases. How can anyone be respon
sible for the gifts of a benefactor which he never received, or account 
for property with which he was never entrusted ? A peasant is bound 
to observe allegiance to the sovereign and the government under which 
he lives, and to behave himself peaceably and justly towards every 
member of the community ; if he violates the law, he is answerable for 
the offence at the bar of his country, and will be punished according to 
the nature of his crime. But who ever imagined that a peasant is cul
pable and entitled to punishment for a capital crime because he has not 
advanced himself to the rank of a peer in the realm, and secured him
self a pension for life from the king's treasure ? If a proceeding of such 
a kind is absurd in supposition, because at variance with all the known 
principles and rules of equity and justice, yet such a proceeding actu~lly 
ta~es place under the Divine Government, according to Mr. F.'s not~on 
of accountability, which obliges a service under the Gospel to receive 
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salvation by faith, under pain of death, because he is obliged by the law 
to obey the Divine will. 

Of all the benefits and blessings of grace, which is it that the pos
session or enjoyment thereof hinges upon the accountability of man, or, 
rather the respon.iibility of a dead sinner? ls it Election? (Rom. viii. 
29, 30, ix., xi. 5, 6; Eph. i. 3, 4). Redemption! (Rom. v. f;, 8). Recon
ciliation? fRom. v. 10). Justification? (Rom. iii. 21-28, viii. 3, 4, x. 4). 
Faith? (Eph. i. 19, ii. 8 ; Phil. i. 29; Col. ii. I 2; .John vi. 2!l; Acts 
xiii. 48, xiv. 27). Or even person{!/ and practical holine.<s and obedience? 
(Ezek. xvi. 60, 63, xxxvi. 25-27; Jer. xxxii. 38-40). Search these 
.and other scriptures of a similar import, and compare them with the 
work of God in your personal experience, and you will see indeed that 
you must put the crown of salvation where you delight to see it-on the 
,head, not of human accountableness, but the sovereignty of .J ehovah's 
grace. Under this view I am sure you will join with me in the most 
unfeigned abhorrence of a system that robs Him of His glory, and enhance 
the condemnation of the guilty to an immeasurable degree by increasing 
their responsibility.-Memorials of George Wri!Jhl, by S. K. Bland. 

A NEW YEAR'S WISH. 
DEAR READER, what shall I farther say to thee? Shall I once again 

wish thee joy of the New Year, into which the good hand of Providence 
has brought thee? I do; and chiefly I wish thee to be a partaker of 
that joy that cometh from above. I wish, as the apostle did, that the 
God of hope may fill thee with all joy and peace in believing, and cause 
thee to abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost. If thou 
art already a believer, the Lord crown the New Year with His goodness 
by giving thee a fresh outpouring of faith, holiness, and liveliness. If 
thou art not a believer, God confer on thee the best :New Year's gift, by 
granting thee to experience the new birth unto faith and good works! 
What will become of thee if thou diest without that experience learned 
from Christ's own mouth? He who sitteth upon the throne, He who 
maketh all things new has Himself most solemnly and irrevocably 
averred, that unless thou art made anew, unless thou art born again of 
the Holy Ghost, thou shalt not so much as see, much less inherit, the 
kingdom of God.-Extracted. --

" PHILIP DICKERSON, an aged Baptist n-Iinister, who died October 
22nd 1882, just before his death, said ' Seventy years ago the Lord took 
me into His service without a character. He gave me a good character, 
and by His grace I have kept it.' "-From C'. H. SpurgP01i's Sermon
Notes on Jude's Doxology, page 385. 

======= 
LINES ON THE DEATH OF A BROTHER I.\' GHRIST. 

DEPARTED fa the faith of Christ, 
No more our brother weeps; 

His sacred dust is now at rest, 
And in" God's acre" sleeps, 

But not to earth's small cavern bound
The mnsomed spirit's flown, 

Where perfect love and joys are found, 
Before th' eternal throne. 

Escaped beyond the vale of tmirs, 
Beyond the desert gloom, 

Away from sin, and strife, and fears, 
And from the silent tomb. 
Wi!!enhall. 

The darkening cloud enS-hrouds no more 
The soul in mystery : 

The Lamb's pure light for evermore 
From doubting sets it lree. 

Yonder, on Zion's happ:,; strand, 
In Eden's sunny •~linh.~ 

He joins with all the blood-washed band 
In harmonies sublime. 

We, too, shall soon be ca:led to die, 
.·tnd mingle with the dusl 

Oh, may our souls on Christ rely 
In faith's unbroken trust. 

GEORGE KtNK~. 



26 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

T 6€ BL€$$€ D 0€Jt0. 
MR. CIIARLES FORSTER. 

CrrARLES FoRSTRR, the beloved and highly esteemed deacon of the 
Church at Chatsworth Road, Lower Clapton, formerly under the pastoral 
c.are of Mr. Langford, and now of Mr. Moxham, pas8'ed away to his eternal 
rest on Tuesday, 21st October, 1890, in the 72nd year of his age. The 
memorial card before U8 says he "sweetly fell 11,1J{eep in Jesus," and these 
words are a real fact in our brother's case. He died without the slightest 
fear of dying, with simple childlike faith in the Lord Jesus. H'e was 
fully confident that that which he had committed to Him He was able to 
keep, and rejoiced to think he was going to be with Him for ever. We 
enjoyed our early morning visit to him on the day he died. He talked only 
of the best things, repeating such verses as " Adoring angels round 
Him stand," and" On Christ the solid rock I stand," &c. We read the 
71st Psalm, and spent a few minutes in prayer together, which pleased 
him much, and we parted with our brother for the last time on earth. 
In his earlier years he was connected with the Congregational body, and 
was a member of and an active worker with the Church at Barnsbury, 
Islington. Shortly after our late revered brother John Hazelton settled 
at Chadwell Street, he was induced to go and hear him preach, and was 
so attracted by his ministry that he went again and again, until at last he 
resolved to settle down there altogether. He soon became convinced on 
the subject of baptism, and was baptized by Mr. Hazelton on February 
28th, 1857, and continued in membership for several years until, removing 
to Dalston, he joined the fewifriends who worshipped in a room in Down• 
ham-road, Islington, under the care of our brother Langford. Here he
continued until his death, the little Church at Downham-ro11d being now 
(after various changes) represented by the Church at. Chatsworth-road .. 
He held office as deacon for about 18 years. His remains were interred in 
his own grave at Finchley on Wednesday, the 29th October, our pastor, 
Mr. Moxham, officiating, a previous service having been held in our own 
Chapel at Clapton, conducted by our former pastor, Mr. Langford, in the 
presence of a large congregation of friends and relatives of the deceased. 

And so our brother has left us. We are ilorry to part with him. We 
shall truly miss his counsel, his homely smile, his warm shake of the
hand; but he has left us an example, and whenever we think of our 
brother it will always be with the fervent prayer that we may be helped to. 
live as he lived, that so we may die as he died. His last words were, "Let 
Thy light and Thy truth guide me continually for ever and ever. Amen." 

Mr. Moxham improved the event on Sunday evening, 2nd November, 
from the words, "Absent from the body, present with the Lord." 

MR. JOSEPH JAY. 
Our dear old friend and brother, JosEPH JAY, died at Framlingham, at 

the residence of his son, on Monday, October 27th, 1890, at the age of 
79 years. He was the oldest member of the Baptist Church at Cransford. 
Suffolk. On t.he following Friday his mortal remains were laid to rest in 
the burial ground belonging to the Chapel at Cransford. Mr. E. Marsh 
officiated. Deceased was a consistent, useful member of the Church at 
Cransford for 51 years. He was baptized in the Bruisyard river, September 
23rd, 1839, by the late Mr. Daniel Wilson, then pastor of the Church, ~nd 
received into fellowship the same day. For many years be took a leadmg 
part in singing the Lord's praises. He often said he felt _it to b_e _a_ sole~n 
part of worship, but he delighted in it till the last. A friend y!Bltmg him, 
the day before he died wished him to join with him in singmg a hymn 
which was precious to his soul, commencing," When I surveY: the wondrous 
cross,'' &o., which he heartily sung to one of his old favou~ite tunes_. On 
the following day he passed away to his heavenly home without a sigh or 
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struggle. We miss his presence, his pra.ise, and his prayers, which were 
fervent, real, e,nd savoury, such as will long be held in memory. The last 
time he met with us in the Lord's house was a happy season to him. We 
commemorated the dying love of Jesus, and a.t the close of the service the 
following lines were sung agreeably to his wish :-

" How sweet a Sabbath thus to spend. 
In hope of one that ne'er shall end." 

Brother W. Large was with us that day. He loved the house of God 
a,nd the means of grace, a.nd regularly filled his place as long as he was 
able. As a man of business he was strictly honest and upright, which was 
an honour to his profession. He was highly respected, and greatly beloved 
by many. Mr. S. K. Bland preached his funeral sermon, which was 
solemn, weighty, and impressive, and was listened to by a good number 
of attentive hearers, founding his remarks on Phil. i. 21, which we thought 
very appropriate to the departed, for it was evident be lived for Ccrist, 
and we feel sure to die was his eternal gain. As a little Church we feel it 
a great loss, but we would not wish him back again. We do wish the 
Lord would raise up others, and endue them with the same spirit and 
grace as the departed one had to fill the vacant place. Such. is our earnest 
prayer. J. J. CooK. 

MRS. MARTHA MOTE. 
MRS. MARTHA MOTE was born on July 5, 1802, at St P£ter's, near 

Margate, in Kent. Her father (Mr. Crofts) was a deacon of a Baptist 
Church, and her mother a very gracious, godly woman. She was brought 
up for many years by an aunt, who took her into worldly society, and 
singularly to relate, her first serious impressions were received when 
about 20 years of age, in a ballroom; she was struck with the hollowness 
and vanity of such amusements. She found peace in believing from the 
well-known hymn of Charlotte Elliott,-

" Just as I am without one plea. 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee, 

0 Lamb of God, I come." 
She was married to her first husband, Mr. Thos. Falkner (son of the 

Independent minister of Love-lane Chapel, Margate), in 1823. She was 
left a widow with three daughters in 1836, and in 1843 was married to her 
late h:nsband Mr. James Mote (a widower with four sons and a danghter), 
whom she survived 11 years. She was baptized at Horsham by the 
minister there, Mr. Edward Mote, her brother-in-law. 

After her second marriage she came to London, and lived in Penton
ville, where she had two sons. For some years she, with her husband and 
family, attended the ministry of the late Mr. Geo. Abrahams, in Regent
street Chapel, City-road. They went for a short time to hear the late 
Mr. Arthur Triggs'at Gower-street, and then Mr. Mote, hearing from a 
friend that there was a preacher at Chadwell-street, of whom he felt sure 
he would approve, he went to hear him (the late Mr. John Hazelton), and 
finding that he could enjoy his ministry, she and her husband joined his 
Church about the year 1855, and remained a member for 35 years, Mr. 
Mote being a deacon of the Church for many years. It was a trouble to 
the deceased to relinquish Mr. Triggs' ministry, as his preaching had 
been greatly blessed to her. She went to Mr. Hazelton's chapel with 
some regret, but on his announcing his text," Sir, we would see Jesus," 
and his proceeding to explain that it is Jesus we come to see, to meet, to 
worship, in His house, and his remarks being applied by the Holy Spirit 
directly to herself, she had no longer any desire to go elsewhere, bu~ 
realized that the Lord was with her in that place. 

For over 30 years Mr. Hazelton was her much-loved and highly
esteemed paRtor. Since his death her increasing infirmities prevented 
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her worshipping the Lord in His sanctuary, but she was often privileged 
to enjoy sweet fellowship and communion with Him in her home. A 
short time before her death she was speaking to one of her grand-daughters 
of the condescension of her precious Saviour, whom she felt had been 
conversing with her that day as a dear Friend by her side; she realized 
so fully His presence near her. 

For the last few years of her life, her strength gradually declined, 
Although she had no disease, she suffered much from weakness, and the 
grace of God was conspicuously manifested in her great patience through
out her illness. The weakness increased until the great change came, 
and it was evident to those who saw her, that the summons was near for 
her "to cross the river.'' Her mind retained its clearness and conscious
ness to the end. She sweetly fell asleep in ,Jesus on Tuesday night, Oct. 
14, in the 89th year of her age. Almost her last w0rds were," None but 
Jesus." 

She was a devoted wife, a most affectionate mother, and a true friend. 
She took the greatest interest in all that concerned her family, and was 
ever ready to give advice and counsel to the many who confided in her. 
She greatly appreciated the visits of her pastor, Mr. Mitchell, during the 
twelve months preceding her death, his prayers and readings giving her 
much pleasure. 

Her remains were interred in Highgate Cemetery, on Tuesday, Oct. 21. 
A. service was held at her residence by Mr. J. E. Hazelton (in the unavoid
able absence of Mr. Mitchell), and he delivered some appropriate remarks 
at the grave, where a good number of her relatives and friends ·were 
assembled. 

On Sunday 26th October, Mr. Mitchell preached her funeral sermon 
from the words (2 Cor. v. 1), "For we know," &c., and the service was 
'concluded by the hymn, "For ever with the Lord," &c. " Blessed are 
the dead that die in the Lord." 

ELIZABETH MILTON. 
DEAI!, BROTHER WrNTERS,-A.s "the righteous shall be in everlasting 

remembrance," I thought it would not be out of place to send you a short 
account of the very peaceful departure of ELIZUlETH MILTON, who entered 
into the joy of her Lord on October 24th, 1890, a,t the age of 76. Our 
sister was for 29 years a consistent member with us, at Providence Chapel, 
Biggleswade, being baptized in March, 1861, by the late Mr. R. S. Tanner. 
She was a humble walker, a peaceable member, a truth-lover, although a 
woman of few words. Her home was the House of God when she was 
able to get there. She was an ornament to her profession, and shewed by 
her walk, conduct, and conversation, whom she served, and to whom she 
belonged. She gave living proof of the truth of that blessed decla_ration, 
"They shall bring forth fruit in old age,'' &c. She was the subJect of 
many doubts and fears. Hymn 280 (Gadsby's), "Will my doubting ne'er 
be o'er," &c., was much blest to her. She told me, when visiting her in 
her affliction, that this hymn expressed her feelings, and was the very 
language of her soul. Although very weak in faith, and much_ tried 
respecting her soul's eternal interest in Christ, the Lord very grac10usly 
favoured her in her last moments: at eventide it was light; she was waiting 
for the Lord to fetch her home, being willing to depart to be with Christ, 
which is far better. 

Her mortal remains were interred in Biggleswade Cemetery, on October 
30th, by Mr. Short, of Blunbam ; and her funeral sermon was preached 
at Providence Chapel, on Lord's-day morning, November 2nd, by Mr. F. 
Fountain, from 1 Tim. iv. 8. We feel our lo~s as a Church is her eter~al 
gain. May the same grace be vouchsafed to us, that we, too, may ~1ve 
worthy of our high calling, and ere long haar our Lord's welcome vmce, 
saying unto us, " Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." E. S. KING, 

Elm View, Biggleswade. 
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THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 
Tlte Saint'• Melod1J. By the late David 

Denham. London: R. Banks and Son, 
Racquet-court, Fleet-street, E.O. This 
popular volume of hymns was originally 
published as a companion to Dr. Watts' 
Psalms and Hymns; consequently his 
productions were purposely omitted. 
This omission has long been considered 
by many Churches as a grievous one. 
However, we are delighted to inform all 
our Strict Baptist friends that Messrs. 
R. Banks and Son, puHishers, have now 
issued a new edition of Denham·s Hymns, 
which contains, in the form of an Appen
dix, NEARLY FIFTY OF DR. WATTS' BEST 
HYMNS. We learn from the proprietors 
and-publishers of Denham's Hymns that 
all future editions will contain these 
additional hymns. This arrangement 
will in no way interfere with the num
bering of the hymns already in use. We 
are also glad to state that Messrs. R. 
Banks · and Son purpose to issue the 
.dppendix (Dr. Watts')-the 18mo.size
in a separate form, in limp cloth, at 2d. 
or 3d.; so that persons who have the 
present hymn-book, and wish to use the 
additional hymns, can do so without 
purchasing new books. There is no real 
.reason now why all our Churches should 
not use "The Saint's Melody.'' The 
most competent judges of good Congre
gational Hymns readily determine 
Denham's Selection, with the additional 
Appendix of IJr. Watts' Hymns, to be the 
best extant for public and private use. 

Cheering Words Annual for 1890. Lon
don: R. Banks and Son, Racquet-court, 
Fleet-street. Price ls., post free ls. 2d. 
This volume is a marvel of cheapness. 
It is -indeed a charming book, the best 
ever yet published. In addition to the 
twelve rare portraits of female hymn
writers, with sketches of their lives, it 
contains beautiful photographic portraits 
of Mr. E. Marsh (late of Lax.field), pastor
elect of Wellingboro', and Mr. W. K. 
SquirreU:(late of Woolwich), pastor-elect 
of Hill-street, Dorset-square, London. 
The book may be placed with perfect 
safety in the hands of any person, young 
or old, as it is sound, instructive, and 
interesting. Those who wish to secure 
copies of the present issue should order 
them at once, as many persons who 
were late in sending their orders last 
year were disappointed in not being able 
to obtain copies. 

Indwelling Sin. and Thoughts upon God'• 
Word. By G. Hazlerigg. London: W. 
Wileman, 29, Bouverie-street, Fleet
etreet. Rig hteouN Jiidgment, At the 
same office. ld. 

The Wonders of Providence and Grace. 
By Andrew Bools. London: F. Kirby, 
17, Bouverie-street, Fleet-street. A 
work brimful of interestin.,. readino
which cannot fail to instruct O and ente~~ 
tain grace-taught readers. 

T!te Mont!tly Reeord of tlw Protestant 
Evangelical 1lfi.,aion, ,tc. To be had of the 
secretary, Mr. Robert Steele, ~, Racquet
court. Fleet-street. London, E.C. Price 
Id., or 6s. per l 00. This interestino
serial should be read by all who valu~ 
religious freedom. It ought to be 
scattered broadcast everywhere. 

Polytechnic Magazine. Edited by Quin
ton Hogg. Pri~e Id. 

The Temperance Chronicle. Monthly. 
Beautifully illustrated. Price ld. 

The .Vational Temperance H11mnal; ,500 
pieces. Maidstone: G. H. Graham, 1:3, 
Gabriel-hill. Price 2d., cloth 4d. Gra
ham's Temperance Dialogues. Price ld . 
Origin of the Band of Hope Movement. 
By G. H. Graham. Price Id. 

The .Autobiograpliy of Thomas Witts. 
Part II. London: F. Kirby, Ii, Bou
verie-street, Fleet-street. Fart I. of Mr. 
Witts' life we remember to ha..-e been 
extremely interesting, and the present 
issue we regard as equally "'OOd. "' e 
hope it will find many reade~s. both in 
England and in New South Wales. 

Fragments Gathered Up. By Josiah 
Lamb. London: HouL~ton & Son, 7, 
Paternoster. buildings, E.O. This work 
is comprised of a selection of spiritually 
experimental letters, which we hope will 
be read with profit by many of the 
Lord's saints. 

The Baptiat Alma11ackfor 1891. Lon
don: R. Banks and Son, Racquet-court. 
Fleet-street. Price 2d.; interleaved -id. 
No minister, deacon, member, or friend 
of the Baptist denomination should be 
without this most useful Almanack. The 
information it contains relative to 
Churches, pastors, occasional preachers. 
Sunday-schools, and other kindred 
matters necessary to be known, is really 
astonishing, and all for two-pence! 

Bvington Tracts: Man's Inability and 
God's Omnipotence. F. Kirby, 17, Bou
verie-street, Fleet-street. Just the tract 
for the times. Worthy of a world-wide 
circulation. Price ld. 

Strict Bapt·ist Mi1sion, 29th .A.11nual 
Report (Illustrated). The Report fo:c 
1890 contains many important notices of 
mission work during the year. Funds, 
however, are urgently needed. Who will 
help? 
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A W01·ri ~f Wa,•nin,q to Rr1,i1,ali.,t.,. 
By the late W. Parks. 50 copies for 7d. 
D. Fisk. G, Brighton-place. Brighton·, 
Sussex. Suitable for free circulation. 

A Drl'arn. Yery interesting, and 
likely to be of great use, under God's 
blessing. The author says (in a private 
letter) the "D,wrn1- has been made 
a great blessing t.o me. I have been 
Rn invalid for years." To be had of 
the author. M. R Tumer. G. Gnithavon
street, vVitham, Essex. Price Id. 

The Landan Female Pf'11-ite11tia,·y and 
G11-ardiaJ1 Sorif'fy. Worthy of support. 
New annual subscribers much needed. 
Offices. 1 ~ 1, High-street, Stoke N ewing
ton. W. E. Page, secretary. 

S11J!olk and Xo,folk Home Jfission 
Repn•, t for I 890. The Mission appears 
to be in a very healthy and gratifying 
condition. The Report states-" The 
pecuniary accounts fully testify to the 
continued and kind liberality of our 
many supporters; for while many have 
fallen asleep and are not, and the de
pressed condition of agriculture have 
weakened the ability of others to give as 
formerly, yet they have done what they 
could, and, with the aid of new ones, no 
great diminution of resources have to be 
reported or lamented." 

.Articles of Faith, g-c., of the first Par
ticular Baptist Church of Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Organized May 28th, 1890. Incor
porated under date July 20th, 1890. 
Very sound and good. We wish our 
Transatlantic friends much real success 
in all their efforts for the glory of God, 
and the benefit of precious ~ouls. 

Old Jonathan, Annual Volume 1890. 
London: W. H. and L. Collingridge, 
l 48 and I 49 Aldersgate street. Price 
ls. 6d. We highly recommend this 
excellent work to all classes of readers. 
It is stored with interesting articles, 
beautifully illustrated. 

Christ and .Antichrist. By W. Parsons. 
London : R. Banks and Son, Racquet
court, Fleet-street. Price 2d. Brimful 
of solid and discriminating truth. 

The SupplJ! System. W. I. Neal. To 
be had of L Neal, 83a, Lower Thames
street. ld. Contains many vu.luable 
·and suggestive thoughts. 

Baptist Trar:t and Book Society. The 
49th Annual Report exhibits signs of 
progress. Motto Cards, SheetAlmanacks, 
&c., published by this Society are most 
excellent. 

A f,anitary Crusade Round tke World. 
Got up in a very superb manner. The 
sanitary condition of parts of China, 
Egypt, India, Japan, and America is 
represented as sad indeed. 

Frng111rnts. Elim Chapel Tract 1:-lcries 
(F. C. Holden, pastor). Savoury and 
precious morsels. 

MAGAZINES.- The S1t1•rpy Tabernaole 
lhtness. The Gospel Jllagazine. The 
Silent Me.,.Mn_ql'r. 1'he Life of Charle8 
Waltriw Banl<S (monthly iRsuc, price 2d.). 
Con.~er,·ation. The He_q1da1· Baptist 
Jlfa_qazi ne. Li;(,• and Li,q ht. The Banner 
'!f Isi·a.el (monthly part, 7d.). The Olive 
Bi·anch, A11stralian Particular Baptist 
Jfagazine. O1tr Own Illustmted 11fontlily. 
The Quarterly Rec,.,.d of tlw Trinitarian 
Bible Society. The Protestant Echo. 
The Woi·lwien's Hall 11£,ssen_qer. Old 
Jonathan merits a wide circulation. With 
the December No. is issued a beautiful 
sheet almanack ; the price of the two is 
2d. The Day Sta,·, Sydney, 

SERMONS.-.A IJeath-blow to Fear. A 
memorial sermon preached by Mr. R. E. 
Sears, at Little Alie-street Chapel, White
chapel. The Unfailing Supply, by J. 
Parnell. A Solitary Family, by C. Corn
well. The Late Cardinal Newman, or 
Deceiving and being Deceived. by W. L, 
Holland. T!ie 11fission of Christ, the 
last sermon preached by Joseph Irons 
(with prayer before sermon). No Otliei· 
Gospel, by C. Cornwell. Good and ail 
Secrets Disclosed, by G. Burrell. The 
Refuge of the Weary Soul, or the Prayer of 
the IJestitute, by John Higgs (from Psa. 
lxi. 2). Full of solid and experiment.al 
truth. The Christian's Daily Prayer, a 
funeral sermon preached at Slaithwaite 
on the death of our dear friend Joseph 
Hurst, by Thomas Jones, pastor. Price 
2d. In Good Company. By C. Cornwell. 
London: R. Banks and Son, Raequet
court, Fleet-street. 

Calvinism ! Wliy Unpopular. By the 
late W. Park. 50 for 7d. To be had of 
D. Fisk, 6 Brighton-place, Brighton, 
Sussex. Worth its weight in gold. 

Some Rays of Light, f1·om a Ne1V 
Light's Lens. By I. W. Wren. A ser
mon. Price Id. To be had of the 
author, Providence Chapel, Bedford. 

Divine Guidance. A sermon by Joseph 
Irons (re-printed). ld. Published by 
David Fisk, 6, Brighton-place, Brighton, 
Sussex. 

TkeP,·otestant Diastnters' Ahnanacfor 
1891. London: R-. Banks and Son, 
Racquet court, Fleet-street. l'rice 6d.; 
post free 7d. We unhesitatingly pro
nounce this Almanac to be the oheapest 
and best extant. In addition to a vast 
amount of interesting Church news, it 
contains a digest of the most popular 
political topics of the day. It is adorn/jd 
with a splendid portrait of Mr. McN~ill, 
minister of Regent a-square, which is 
worth all that is asked for the entire 
book, 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

A GLANOE OVER THE YEAR 1890 
BY JOHN WATERS BANKS. 

MY DJsAR B!tOTHER WINTERS,-An 
elderly lady1 writing to me the other 
day, said :-' I am not able to get out 
much to the house of God now, but my 
soul is often refreshed by reading the 
writings of the good men in the pages 
of the E. V. & G. H. I have read some 
of the pieces several times." 

A gentleman in the Antipodes writes: 
"It is pleasing to read of the move
ments of the lJhurches in my native 
land; no other magazine gives such in
formation." 

Now all this, and much more of a 
similar kind to hand, is very encoura
ging, and when I come to look over the 
pa~es month by month, I cannot fail to 
comcide both with the lady and gentle
man mentioned above. There is a very 
large amount of spiritual matter an:i 
useful information in the 400 pages 
which make up the interior of the 
:magazine, and I am persuaded,·yea, sure 
that the gentle and gracious influence 
of the Holy Spirit, aiding you, your 
·editorial work must be productive of 
much spiritual and temporal good. 
There is nothing that moves the heart 
so sweetly, the mind so freely, and the 
pen so fluently as the oil of grace, and 
this is manifest in every issue, and this 
oil has so much power of reflection in it 
that it makes the face of the reader 
!!hine, so that in the pen of the writer 
and heart of the reader there is the 
sweet and blessed unity of the Spirit. 

One thing is worthy of note in the 
year that is past: there has been no
thing (worthy of note) of a contentious 
-character; but, directly and indirectly, 
the glorious doctrine of " one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism" has been sedulously 
:maintained. 

Another matter which has not failed 
to impress the mind in looking under 
the heading for the past year, 

" THE BLESSED DEAD " 
I find a large number recorded' of those 
who have passed the line which divides 
time from eternity. These dear creatures, 
I find, whilst united in heart here. in 
the principles of grace were diversified 
in experience ; yet it is no more strange 
than true, all these sang in unison be
low, as they do above. Some of them 
csang in plaintive notes here, and were 
--apt to say, with the immortal Watts:-

" When I can read my title clear, 
To mn.nsions in the skies ; 

I'll bid farewell to every fear, 
And wipe my weeping eyes." 

'These belonged to the "'tis-a-point-1-
-like-to-know" sort, and until the light 
shone in their soul-

"They fear'd io launch away." 

Others, who were favoured with some 
assurance-realized more of the pre
sence of Christ-often felt heaven be-
gun below, and as their natural vision 
gave way, and their best affections to 
the dearest ties on earth yielded to the 
overpowering charms of their loving 
Lord, they broke out in ecstasy and joy 
in the sublime strains of Stennett: -

" Oh, the tram::.porting, rapturous -;eene 
That rlRe.-; to my :-;ight ; 

~weet fields ~~rrayed in living :rreen 
And rivers of delight. 

Filled with delight, my rapturecl soul 
Can here no longer stay : 

Though Jordan's waves around me roll, 
FearleAs I'll lannch away.'' 

The number of deaths recorded in the 
past year is 106. 

Another part of the work has been 
the items of 
INTELLIGENCE FROM OUR CHuRCHES, 
of which there are more than three 
hundred. These have proved intensely 
interestine- to the Church of Christ, and 
the people of God scattered over 
America, Australia, New Zealand, India, 
as well as our own native isle and be
loved country. 

OUR SABBATH-SCHOOLS 
have been well represented; about 
seventy notices in connection with the 
Sunday-schools of Churches of truth 
are found in the column of the E. V. & 
G. H. for the past year. 

.Beside all this, there is no small 
amount of good, sound divinity, inform
ation, &c., to be found on the covers, 
which would make (in the aggregate) 
the volume for the year 1890 to consist 
of at least five hundred pages of Gospel 
matter, good news, and acceptable 
correspondence, not recorded in any 
other periodical, and which should be 
bound up at the end of each volume. I 
therefore feel justified in urging again 
every librarian in connection with the 
various causes of truth to place a copy, 
bo-und with the covers, in the respective 
vestries of their chapels and Sunday
schools for the benefit of future genera
tions that are to take our place. 

In the January number the volume 
opens with an excellent likeness of Mr. 
Edward Mitchell. From the brief ac
count of his life, given on page 12, the 
reader cannot fail to observe that his 
faith in the finished work of Christ, in 
effecting the s,tl vation cf his soul 
through the quickening influence of the 
Holy Spirit, is as clear as the sun at 
noonday, and which has enabled him to 

"Tell to anners round 
Wh~t a dear SaTiour he has found," 

the fact cf which often cheers the 
hearts of hii numerous hearers, and is a 
eou:roo of great comfort to the mourners 



;-\2 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

in Zion. The general bee.ring of the 
devoted pastor of Chadwell-street is 
beautifully and correctly stated in the 
poetic lines on page 15. The open
ing article by the editor. on the. 
unohangeableness of Christ, is a 
theme always acceptable to the child 
of God ; there is a savour about 
it which sweetly testifies to the un
deYiating character of the glorious 
Gospel of free and sovereign grace. Our 
ministerial brethren Sears, Realff, 
George Banks, Gray, and Noyes embel
lish the pages of the January issue with 
articles of sound divinity, and of much 
value. 

Variety in the February number is 
cheering. Pastor "White, on" Loyalty to 
Christ·• wakes up our adoration for King 
Jesus; it is admirable. Pastor Wood
gate, on the bonds that bind the breth
ren in " one mind.'' is beautiful. Pastor 
Warren is careful and cautious to divide 
between Caesar and Christ, between the 
wisdom of this world and being made 
wise unto salvation, in a brief paper on 
'· Ahithophel." Read it carefully. Pastor 
Sears delivers himself downright well in 
giving "A Good Word for Deacons." 
Pause over it devoutly. Pastor North
field, on Mrs. Weldon entering her eter
nal rest, is emphatically sweet, and 
proves that to depart and to be with 
Christ is far better. Pastor Brown, in 
urging the soldiers of the cross, how
ever feelingly faint and feeble, to "go 
forward." is comprehensive and en
couraging. Under the line, "The 
Blessed Dead," the departure of Charles 
Hooper is given. I knew the good man 
well, and recollect his going to Aus
tralia. God convinced him of sin and 
put His grace in his heart, and this 
made the glorious Gospel precious to 
him. God was his guide here; grace 
governed his actions on earth, and 
having fought a good fight, lert all 
earthly ties and gone to be for ever with 
the Lord. '· In Christ." by the editor, 
H. Cousens on the Holy Scriptures, 
joyous and kindly letters from minis
ters, and notes from friends, poetry of 
no questionable quality, reminiscences 
of saints taken up to heaven from the 
vanities of this world, may yield some 
excellent comfort to a poor little 
Za.cchreus, who may be saying in his 
heart, "I would see Jesus." All these 
and a lot of other pieces are to be found 
in February number. 

March oper;s with a most precious 
soul-cheering article on the glorious 
reignin_g power of J eous, by the editor, 
entitled, "The King Messiah." We 
have also some sacred monuments 
:raised in .memory of dear ones, which, 
while they cast a momentary gloom 
over the natural tendencies of parental 
or kindred affection, they give a 
glorious ray of hope which gladdens the 
otherwise B&d heart. "The Pilla.r of 
Providence" is a sweet poetic effnsion 

by the Rev.John We.ters Be.nks brother 
of the late editor; it is striotfr scrip
tural. ltecoB:nition of Mr. Realff, e.t 
Guildford, with portrait ; this number 
comJ.lrises fifty-six pages of good solid 
readmg. 

In April we are presented with four 
extra pages, which furnishes us with 
musio set to the words :-

"My God. the spring of all my joys, 
The life of my delights ; 

The glory of my brightest days, 
And comfort o[ my nights." 

"Old Bench " will suit the old
fashioned people who like old-fashioned 
music set to old - fashioned hymns 
on the old-fashioned Gospel. "Gems 
from Christian Authors" brings the 
late James Wells clearly and vividly 
before our mind in one of his sweetly 
argumentative strains; this one littlEI 
piece is worth more than the twopence 
paid for the magazine. "Justification" 
by the editor; and Pastors Thoma's 
Woodgate, Dearing, and Cornwell giv~ 
some solia, sound, blessed Gospel: and 
Pastor Sears throws in " A Drop of 
Honey" by way of sweetening some of 
the uneven events of this life. The 
noble head of the noble body of graoe
taught heart of Mr. W. Kern adorns the 
first page, and the brief account of his 
call by grace, together with a large 
amount of useful information make UJ> 
a most splendid number for April. 

As we open the May issue our mind is 
captivated by that consoling little word~ 
"Hope," and as we again carefully reaa 
over the very soul-comforting article, 
we are cheered to press on, for-

" Hope is the anchor of the soul, 
A grace of heavenly birth; 

When tempests rage and billows roll, 
We learn its use and worth." 

The penetrating, yet kindly and genial 
countenance of the late T. Poock, with 
a well-delineated epitome of his event
ful and ministerial career, is here given, 
to which we cannot refrain from adding 
the very expressive language of the late 
William Garrard, written about the year 
1854:-
,, Poock is a warrior brave and bold, 

He stands all storms through heat and cold; 
Though aged, stands the fight; 

Amongst the valiant men he's found, 
Disputing every inch of ground, 

Made ours by covenant right. 
A veteran soldier of the cross, 
Counting all things but dung and dross, 

For riches that excel 
The diamonds of Gotconda's mine
Love, blood, and righteousness divine-

That saves from death and hell.'' 
The quaint pastor Warren, the studious 
r,astor Gray, the solid Che.dee Cornwell, 
'Gems," records of eminent saints, e.nd 

numerous matters, spiritual, intellec
tna.11 and instructive, are here found. 

Wnere are we now1 Only look and 
without anv mistake, ae olea.r as e. June 
de.7., we beh,old the genial atl'.11' gentle 
editor of L;fB and Light. It is 10 
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natural, that as we look at him we fancy 
he is presiding at the meeting of the I 

"Strict Baptist Ministers' Association."' 
Robert Edward Sears is always himself, 
which is manifest in his neat little dis
course on "Myself." Kindly read it 
again, and see. Pastor Mitchell, in this 
June number, gives us his thoughts on 
"The Relation of the Church to the 
Sabbath-school." There is much that is 
instructive on this important question. 
The whole article is intensely interest
ing. Some of us have often been thrust 
at by brother "Lemon Juice" and sister 
"Vinegar," but neither ever much 
harmed us. Invariably" Lemon Juice" 
and "Vinegar" come to worship nice 
and prim, but seldom or ever in time to 
hear the clerk say, " Come, let us praise 
the Lord," and unite in the first part of 
the service. And, if a poor little 
child happened to he in the same seat, oh 
rny ! Well, friend, read this article, and 
inwardly digest it; it won't hurt you 
11,uch. Brother Osmond, I see, admirably 
sets forth "Ezekiel's Vision," and 
brother Copeland on "Unconditional 
Salvation," speaks very plainly and cor
rect. God's determination to save His 
own is sweetly unfolded in the literary 
monument raised to the memcry of Mrs. 
Ash, M. R. A. Dunsford, and others, in 
this issue. Tidings of varied interest, 
but all tending to the interest of Christ's 
cause and the glory of His matchless 
name, are truthfully set forth, and must 
be acceptable to, and appreciated by, 
the readers of the E. V. & G. H. 

Do you want to look at a good old 
veteran, sound in the doctrines of grace. 
who has laboured long in the cause of 
God, just open the E. V. & G. H. for 
July once more? George Harris, in his 
younger days, was a sweet singer in the 
Suffolk Churches. He was first trained 
by the Holy Spirit to sing Zion's songs 
in the heart, and when his soul was set 
free he sang with heart and voice com
bined, and many a poor saint has been 
lifted up by the harmonious strains 
which have so sweetly flowed from his 
heart and tongue. Look at the dear old 
man's face once more, and then imagine 
that he is jubilantly rolling out with 
impassioned vehemence:-

" Ohl bless the Lord, my soul, 
Let all within me join; 

And a.id my tongue to ble~s His name, 
Whose fo .. vours are divine.'' 

Read about him on page 211, and then 
see how beautifully the leading article, 
by the Editor, on" Christ Able and Will
ing to Save," sweetly dovetail with the 
grand old man's experience. Brother J. 
Parnell's paper, and the two Tring 
men's contribution, make up a choice 
trio of experimentl11 matter. Eight-page 
supplement of 

SUNDAY·SCHOOI, CONFERENCE, 
and brother Mitchell at the recognition 
of the new 1,astor l\t New Cross; meet
ings of the Suffolk and Norfolk Asso-

ciation of Strict Bapti8t Ch urche•, and 
much more matter of inteme interest to 
the conscientious Christian, are carefully 
compiled in the <HJ solid pages of the 
July issue. 

August brings us some savoury a.nd 
solid Gospel fo,d from Occold, in which 
locality Mr. W. H. Evans (now past0r of 
RattlesdeD, Suffolk), dilated on "Zion, 
the City of 0ur Solemnities;" Mr .. Jull, 
on Philip preaching to one person; Mr. 
H. B. Berry;_ OD the Preciousne8s of 
Christ; and !Vlr. R. A. Huxham, OD the 
Person and Work of the Holy Ghost. 
All these beautiful sermon8 in brief 
make up a grand quartette of sound 
divinity. From the West we have 
"Pleasing Records of Past Events," by 
brother Trotman;" Talks with Jesus" is 
the believer's highest ambition-so says 
the Editor, and we rejoice to be of the 
same opinion. Brother Burgess·, por
trait is excellent, and the nice little 
aocount of his life, given by himself, is 
quite. soul-edifying. Other papers, 
bringing" Consolation" and "Streno-th" 
to those who feel their spiritual "Weak
ness," are here found. 

" Here may he find a settled rest, 
While ot:tters go and come; 

No more a. ~tra.n-ger or a. guest, 
But like a child at home," 

exactly expresses our desire for our 
friend and brother J. Marling, in his 
new sphere of usefulness at High 
Wycombe, whose portrait is given in 
September. When we saw his likeness 
we thouglit how much he resembles our 
brother Harsant, of Peckham; if they 
are not exactly alike in natural features, 
grace has given t~em a blessed rese_m
blance in the glorious Gospel of Christ. 
The tendency of the times is ·· Rome
wards;" this is evident to everyone 
whose eyes have been opened by grace 
divine· in almost every section we see 
it-in ~oth of the great political p9:rties 
it is manifest. A Congregational 
minister said a short time since, refer
ring to the deaths of Car(di)nal Xew
man and Canon Liddon, "the world has 
lost two of the greatest saints that ever 
lived," &c. Another of ,the ~ame order 
said on the death of · Dr. Hannay, 
"One great Church has lost its N e:w
man, another great Church has lost its 
Liddon and now another great Church 
has lost its Hannay." While we would 
be silent about persons who bave left 
this world for eternity, we must not 
exercise a false charity and give up prin
ciples (see Isa. viii. 12): hence the time
liness of " Romeward Bound" on page 
281. Poor dear William Hazelton gives 
us some sweet "~abbath Thoughts" 
from his sick chamber. and with all the 
emphasis his very afflicted bcdy allows, 
he says:-
H Lot a,ll the forms that men deYisc, 

:\.ssn,ult mv fa.ith wi.th trca.l'h0rou~ art; 
I call them vanity and lies, ,, 

And bincl the Gospel to my hettrt. 
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Read it. friend~, and remember our dear 
brother "when it is well with you." 

"The Present State of Zion" is not 
only faithfully set forth by the Editor, 
but the various items of Church intelli• 
gence in the October and e11,ch month 
through the year may be fairly ascer
t.ained, and we sometimes find cause for 
rejoicing and anon for weeping, so that 
the apostle's injunction in Rom. xii. ln, 
stands good up to date. The late 
Frederick King was a very laborious 
servant of God. It was but a verv brief 
space of time that stood betwe"en his 
preaching here and praising •· over 
there." The account of his entering 
into rest. also his portrait are here given. 
A voice from the steadfast T. Jones in 
the North speaks to the timid ones in the 
South and elsewhere: -

'( 1Yho di~contented, in distress, 
And iifrpin de7Jt, yet, neYertheless, 
Dh,dn.in the name of sla,e 
To Sata.n," &c 

Lo(!k t~rough October for Gems on 
"Light· and "Love," and many other 
precious pearls of the Gospel grace. 

When we look at dear old Mr. Thurs
ton's portrait in November. our mind is 
carried back many years-to the time of 
•· Pump Pail." It was a green pasture 
to many poor souls who were fed with 
the Brnad of Life, many of whom are 
now "gathered home," as our brother 
Cornwell has it in reference to the happy 
departure of dear old Samuel Ponsford 
from this to the glorious land on high. 
By the way, passing over many truly 
interesting pieces in JS' ovember. we are 
reminded that- · 

In December we are favoured with Mr. 
Samuel Ponsford's portrait. He was a 
venerable champion of truth, and was a 
'·father" in the denomination. By his 
side we have the portrait of Mr. Henry 
Hall. These "two Clapham men" 
laboured on for many years as pastors 
within about half a mile of each other. 
They were both unflinching in contend
ing for the glorious doctrines of the 
New Testament, and within three short 
months they both left this world and 
entered into rest. The song they sang 
together here they are singing together 
there. only now" It is more sweet, more 
loud." The principles they preached and 
practised here by faith divine, they are 
sweetly realising to the full up there, 
and, though lost to sight, their memory 
is fragrant, and now-
.. They range through heaven·s unmeasured 

And find new cause for praise; [plain 
See more of Jesns, and again 

Loud li>Lllelujahs raise,'' 
This last number for the year will be 

read with untold interest again and 
again, and this feelingly, though feebly 
written summary, is drawn to a close bv 
asking all lover, of truth to pray that 
our Editor may be sustained, supported, 
and strengthened for his work in the 
future, and that the EA.RTHEN VESSEL 

A~D GOSPEL HERALD may be a power 
for good among the nations of the earth 
a blessing to the souls of God's people ~ 
means of quickening some into life, ai'.id 
a continued help to the poor and needy 
and thus bring honour and glory to th~ 
God of all grace, 

One word more. In a busy thorough
fare of this metropolis twelve copies of 
the E. V. &; G. H. have been left each 
month at establishments where a large 
number of young people are employed, 
with a notice put in each one drawing 
attention to the nearest place where the 
truth is preached. "Go thou and do 
likewise." 

We will conclude by asking all our 
readers te unite in singing the two fol
lowing verses (9-U, Denham's Sel.)·-

,; Great God! before Thy throne 
We joyfully a.ppear, 

In songs to make Thy glories known, 
And thus begin the year. 

Confirm our souls to Thee, 
In faith and holy fear, 

And let a precious Jesus be 
Our song through all the year." 

IPSWICH.-BETHESDA.-It is cus
tomary with us to celebrate by special 
services the marked goodness of God to 
His creatures in the provisions supplied 
through the fulfilment of the promise 
made that seed time and harvest should 
not fail. We were favoured on the set 
day for harvest thanks~iving and praise 
with the pre,ence of the Master of 
Assemblies, sealing home to our hearts 
very blessed truths, as were proclaimed 
by pastor 0. 8. Dolbey in the afternoon 
and evening of October 23. There were 
good congregations attending each ser
vice, and our people were there in large 
numbers to give our brother Dolbey a 
hearty welcome to Ipswich, and were 
joined in this by friends from Zoar, 
Ipswich, Grundisburgh, Hadleigh, 
Somersham, Blakenham, Mendlesham, 
Rattlesden, Stowmarket, Glemsford, 
Otley, &c. At tea we were joined by 
nearly 200 friends, which was very 
cheering, and augured well for the suc
cess of the day's services. Our pastor, 
Mr. W. Kern, gave out the hymns at 
each service, and the pleasure of the 
meeting was enhanced thereby. The 
singing was thoroughly congregational, 
and a friend told ns the tunes set to the 
hymns were most appropriate. Mrs. 
Last ably presided at the organ, sup
pl6mented by a full choir (in the even
ing). The collections amounted to 
about £10. Our chapel has been recently 
renovated and painted at a cost of over 
£60, which, through the kindness of 
friends. is nearly met. The closing 
hymn, "Crown Him Lord of all," was 
most heartily sung, and after the bene
diction by our pastor, the friends sepa
rated without a feeling of regret in 
coming to these services.-A E. GAR• 
RARD, 
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OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. chosen from Scripture alone by God-
" THE IN"TERN'ATION'AT, LE880N'S." fearing men, any difference of opinion 

held hy them in doctrinal matter~ can-
The R11b.,tnnce 0/ rt. Pt1pcr read b11 Mn. not affect the value of the lessons, beOHARLES 0. HARRIS at the S11nrln11-.,choul 

Conference, held November 11th, 18.90, in ea.use nothing but Scripture is given for 
Keppd-.,tr,et Chr,pcl, Bloom.,bum, 11nder the study and discussion; and thouo-h some 
nu.,p/ce., of the S11nrln11-.,chool Committee of may object that occaeionally r::ery sel
thc Metropolitan AN.,oelrt.tion of Strict Bap/M dom, however) the title of the lesson 
Churches. indicates a free-will tendency, we con
DEAR FELLOW-LABOURERS IN SUN- sider this may be turned to good ac-

DAY-S0HOOL WoRK,-I have been asked count in particularly pointing out our 
by the committee appointed by the distinctive doctrines, so that our 
Strict Baptist Association to write a scholars may know intelligently why 
short r,aper on "The International we differ, and give them God's Word for 
Lessons." I sincerely wish some one our reasons in so doing. Take, for ex
more competent had been selected for ample, in this year's [18!J0] list, June 22, 
the task, but, having engaged to do my "Trust in our heavenly Father." We 
best, I will without1 further apology can easily imagine Arminian teachers 
proceed to my subject, asking for your expatiating on the universal fatherhood 
kind indulgence for all shortcominifS. of God in grace. and exhorting their 

Many of you are aware that I nave scholars to trust in Him accordingly 
been actively engaged for over thirty as their heavenly Father; but this 
years in Sunday-school work, so that very subject gives us the oppor
any opinions I may venture to express tunity of pointing out the erroneous 
will not savour of the armchair, but of ideas that are held, and of explaininif the 
one who has his hand on the plough, subject, so that our scholars may nave 
and who loves the work for his Master's a right understanding of the matter, 
sake, and earnestly desires in word and and so be taught the different relation
practice to be faithful to the sacred ships we stand in towards God in 
trust confided to him as a Strict Baptist nature and grace. 
Sunday-school worker. Perhaps no arrangement of lessons 

Our subject at once opens with the could be absolutely perfect or please 
question-Whether methodically ar- everyone, because some prefer the nar
ranged lessons are desirable or not? rative po:rtion of Scripture, others 
Some &"ood people object to them on the the historical, others again the pre
grouna that they feel fettered, that ceptive; but in the writer', opinion 
often the subjects are not interesting to a wise admixture of all three 
their minds, and consequently they fail is preferable, and the international 
to make them so to their scholars; they list seeks to accompli,h this in a way 
prefer choosing their own subject, or that gives a good general idea of Scrip
having no subject at allJ simply talking ture, bringing the Gospel prominently 
of what comes first to tneir mind. The to the front as it always should be, and 
narrative and historical portions of by skilful arrangement bringing more 
God's Word taken at random get so or less the same subjects in a new form 
mixed up in the scholar's mind that every year, At this point it would be 
Jonah becomes contemporary with as well to notice the golden texts, which 
Moses and Joseph with Paul, conse- we venture to think are very admirably 
quently no clear idea of the proper chosen, and in the majority of cases. 
order of Scripture history is obtained, give in a clear form the very pith and 
The evil (and we consider it a grave essence of the lessons. Teachers cannot 
one) is not simply injurious to the too closely study these texts as bearing 
scholar, but acts prejudicially on the on the subject of the day, and the re
teacher also. in that it encourages the membrance of this will prove a great 
too natural tendency to sloth and lack help in the preparation and delivery of 
of study in preparing the lesson for the the lesson, 
class. How often we have heard the It is worth noticing that when the 
expression," l don't like this subject; afternoon or international lesson is 
what can I say about it 1" And yet, taken from the Old Testitment the sub
after a little encouragement to study jects for the morning lessons are taken 
the same prayerfully, the result has from the New 'festament and ·t•ice ,·usa, 
been gratifying to both teacher and so that a thorough change of subject is 
class. We consider, therefore, that a provided for both parts of the day. In 
carefully-prepared list of lessons is of connection with the internELtional les
great use in Sunday-school work, and son, there is ~ matter that has done good 
we think the majority of teachers will service to our school,, and mi&"ht do very 
agree with us in this conclusion. much more if properly attenaed to. We 

Let us briefly (for our paper will be refer to the Sunday-school Union Scrip
brief) consider the international lesson ture Examination, held usually in the 
itself. The first question that might be spring of each year. As most_ of _my 
asked-Is it suitable or not for the use audience are aware, these exammat1ons 
of _St~ict Baptist schools 1 Our reply to I are conducted in connecti<;m with_ the 
this 1s : That the subjects being all first twelve lessons of the mternat10nal 
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list, and by the great pains taken to 
ensure a fa.r competition, these exami
nations a.re worthy of great praise; 
perhaps the method adopted at Mount 
Zion. Hill-street. to encourage the 
scholars and make these examinations of 
benefit to them, might stimulate others 
to adopt the same plan if it were known 
-,iz.. the Sunday-school Committee 
promises the scholars, that every one 
who succeeds in obtaining a certificate 
shall recei,e a prize according to merit. 
The result has been very gratifying, as 
besides gaining a high percentage of 
certificates; ma.ny of the prizes have 
also been obtained. It encourages a 
wholesome spirit of rivalrv amongst 
the scholars. and in the teachers to do 
all they can to stimulate and prepare 
their youthful charge for the contest. 

One great advantage of a fixed lesson 
is found in the opportunity given to the 
superintendent or secretary in the 
closing address of the day, when all the 
classes are before him and their minds 
fresh with the instruction just re
ceived : then, if grace and wisdom be 
~ven him to gather up the leading 
ideas of the lesson, to impress the 
essence of the same upon the minds of 
his youthful audience, in loving, earnest, 
simple language, prayerfully dependent 
upon Him who alone can carry the word 
to the heart. 

Will my hearers kindly permit me to 
sugge"t a few simple hints that may 
make the international lesson of in
creased use in our schools 1 

In the first place, let the international 
list be studied by the teacher as a whole, 
so that in setting each lesson before 
his class he may not trench on the fol
lowing lesson, but lead up his scholars' 
minds in expectation of what is coming, 
and then on the following Sabbath 
recapitulate as much of the previous 
Sabbath lesson as will keep up the con
tinuity of the subjects in the scholars' 
mind. Secondly, the golden text should 
specially be impressed on the scholars' 
mem0ries as the keynote to the whole 
lesson. Thirdly, encouragement should 
be given to the scholars to commit some 
portion of the reading lesson to heart ; 
these memorv lessons, we fear are too 
often sadly ·neglected. Fourthly, the 
teacher would find it a great help if 
during the week he kept the lesson of 
the coming Lord's-day in his mind, and 
sought for illustrations in the events of 
the daily life about him. The freshness 
and variety so provided would greatly 
enhance the interest in the lesson, and 
the meditation of the lesson under the 
Divine blessing would not fail to be of 
profit to the teacher. 

To conclude, the writer is conscious 
that he has but very imperfectly per
formed his task; but, if he may have 
aromed any interest in the matter, and 
our friends be stimulated to make bet
ter use of what is provided for them 

in the international lessons, he will be 
amply repaid for this little labour of 
love. 

May every fellow-worker have much 
hallowed communion with our beloved 
Lord, and such prosperity attend our 
every effort to extend His kingdom, 
that a vast host of ransomed ones 
gathered from our schools shall unite 
with us in yonder golden oity in the 
song of "Unto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins b. His own 
blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and His Father, to Him 
be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen." 

"Go, 1'.bour on. spend and be spent, 
Thy joy to do the Father's will, 

It is the way the Master went, 
Should not the servant tread it still?'' 

RELIGIOUS' DISABILITIES' RE
MOVAL BILL, 1891. 

DEAR Srn,-You were good enough 
some time back to give notices in the 
E. V. & G. H. respecting the Bill intro
duced by Mr. Campbell-Bannerman into 
House of Commons for the express pur
pose of altering the present law of our 
land in such manner as to allow Roman 
Catholics to occupy the exalted positions 
of Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain and Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 
which offices they are at present de
barred from holding. This Bill, how
ever, was withdrawn, and due notice 
was given to that effect in your pages. 
We regret now to have to state that a 
similar Bill, with the same evil tenden
cies, has been again introduced into the 
House of Commons, this time by Mr, 
Gladstone, and backed by Mr. Campbell
Bannerman and others, and has already 
been read a first time, with cheers. 

Now, dear sir, believing that this is 
but another attempt to undermine and 
destroy the Protestant religion and 
Protestant constitution of the empire, 
it surely devolves upon all true Pro
testants generally, and upon the Strict 
and Particular Baptists especially, to 
stand firm, and to show a united effort 
at this present time of difficulty and 
danger, and to take immediate action, 
letting our Parliamentary leaders know 
that we do not want to be governed by 
Romanists who are the subjects of an 
alien power, and not the fit men to 
make our laws in Protestant free 
England. We know full well that 
Romanism is the rnme persecuting and 
intolernnt spirit now as ever she was, 
and cannot be trmted by us either in 
these two important offices. or upon the 
English throne, which is in reality the 
point they are aiming at and aspiring 
to. 

Over 1,200 signatures were sen~ into 
Parliament in April last as the 1:f!ort of 
tlw Strict Bapt-i,;ts aga-i'nst tlt-is JJill, and 
now we must do our best to double that 
number, if possible, before the ECcond 
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reading takes place. This can easily be 
dono if friends will unite in this im
port'1nt work, and prove themselves the 
worthy followers of our Protestant fore
fatherd, who stood forth so nobly for the 
defence of the Bible which we love and 
prize, but which Antichrist would 
snatch from us at once if she could 
grasp the power. Alas! never since the 
Reformation did she hold so much 
power as she holds to-day. 

If friends will write at once to ad
dress as under, enclosing one or more 
stamps for postage, I will send petition 
papers with full particulars (and tracts) 
to any address in the United Kingdom, 
the same to be returned to me by a date 
which will be given with the papers. 

None but Romanists are debarred by 
the existing law from these offices, and 
this surely everyone would say is right 
and proper in a Protestant country. 

E. FROMOW. 
7, Westbourne-terrace. Chiswick, 

London, W., Dec. 10, 1890. 

BOW.-The twelfth anniversary of 
the pastor, W. H. Lee, was held at Mount 
Zion, Botolph-road, October 19th and 
21st. The pastor preached on Lord's
day, and on Tuesday brother C. Cornwell 
preached an excellent sermon to a good 
company of friends. The evening 
meeting was ably presided over by 
brother J. Haines, and brethren Noyes, 
Cornwell, Burbridge, Rundell, Lee 
(pastor), and others took part m the 
service. For collections and company, 
thanks to the covenant God of all mercy. 
We thank brother W. Peacock for send
ing £3 for building fund; also brother 
H. Chapman, of Hastinga, £2; brother 
Mobbs, £1. We still owe £366 on the 
building. May the Lord incline those 
of His who have it to help pay off the 
debt.-W. H. LEE, 11"-Cadogan-terrace, 
Victoria-park, South Hackney. 

STEPNEY.-REHOBOTH,WELLESLEY· 
STREET.-On Sunday, -Nov, 9, the 16th 
anniversary of the opening of the above 
place of worship was commemorated. 
Our brother J. Battson was helped to 
preach two very excellent sermons from 
Deut. xxxii. 3. The following Tuesday 
afternoon we were privileged to hear a 
very eloquent and savoury discourse 
from Matt. xv. 23 (first clause), by 
brother W. K. Squirrell. The friends 
having been refreshed by a good tea, 
they re-assembled at 1; 30. Our brother 
.J Barmore kindly presided, and read 2 
'l'hess. i, and offered some very appro
J>riat9 remarks thereon. Brother D. 
Adams engaged in prayer. After sing
mg brother J. Battson spoke from 
Prov. viii. 17 (first clause), and con
nected with it 1 John iv. 19. O,u 
brother led us sweetly into the love of 
God in Christ Jesus. Brothdr W. K. 
Squirrell next addressed us from Isa. 
Iv., the latter clause of 7th verse, for 

the benefit of the voung who were pre
sent. ~ro_ther 1!'- C. Holden spoke from 
1 Peter 1. 6, settmg forth the Christian's 
varied experiences. Brother ,J. Flory 
made some sound remarks from Eph. ii. 
1. The word found an echo in the hearts 
of those present. Brother H. Myerson 
gave a short address from I Cor. xv. 10 
(first clause). We found his words to 
be weighty, soul-comforting, and God
glorifymg. "Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow" was heartily sung. 
The chairman then closed a happy meet
ing with prayer, and left a good dona
tion in the deacon's hands. 

ROME'S TACTICS. 
To THE EDITOR,-MY DEAR BROTHER, 

-Your correspondentP. J. touches upon 
a most important matter, and one which 
is too much overlooked or ignored. 
Popery in England is so artfully masked 
that good-natured people suppose the 
raging lion of Reformation times to be 
now so tamed and educated as to have 
become a harmless and innocent lamb. 
Nothing can be farther from the truth. 
Rome makes her boast that she is 1tn
changed and 1tnchangeable. Even Car
dinal Manning has delared that the Pope 
must rule both prince and peasant, and 
that the 'mission" of his hierarchy in 
these realms is to " subdue an imperial 
race." If he say., this, who every now 
and again, for the sake of misleading 
credulous Englishmen,poses as a philan
thropist and benefactor of mankind, we 
may depend upon it he says no more 
than he means. 

Romanist., clamour loudly for liberty 
to all Her Majesty's subjects: but this 
is only a cry of the priests to have 
their own way to supremacy and power; 
then away goes all liberty. This may 
be clearly seen by observing what fre
quently occur., in countries whera the 
Pope's "canon law" is the law of the 
land. Witness recent doings in Spain 
and elsewhere. Men may not expose, 
by voice or pen, the villainies of the 
priests, without being liable to heavy 
fines, imprisonment, or even worse. 
When the ·· Procession of the Ble,sed 
Sacrament,·• or that of the ·· Holy 
Virgin" passes throuo-h the streets, 
every person is expected, whatever their 
religious sentiments may be, to fall on 
their knees, or at least uncover the head: 
and if ariy Protestant refuses this 
idolatrous homage, he or she ( for no 
respect is paid to sex), is cited before a 
magistrate, and accused. according to 
their law, of·· dishonouring the national 
religion." These are facts of fre,1uent 
occurrence. aud surely speak for them
selves. Should Popery ever sit again in 
high placas in thfa co:mtry, b~ycotting, 
fines, imµrisonment, :ind worse cruelties 
would be practised as in d,iys gone by. 
Therefore, if that Bill, which 1s to make 
it eligible for a Roman Catholic to be 
Lord Chancellor, is brought before the 
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Home, it will surely become all Pro
testants prayerfully and earnestly to 
oppose it to the ,ery utmost of their 
ability. It is also incumbent upon u~, 
as pastors and teachers, affectionately 
to warn our young people from time to 
time, Jest they become e~tangled by 
means of the cle,er tactics of that 
"Mother of Abominations and MyBtery 
of Iniqnity." 

With Xew YeA.r's greetings, I remain 
yours in Christ Jesus. 

A. E. REALFF. 

SHOULDHAM STREET.-The, 14th 
anni-ersary of the Sunday-school in 
Bryanston-s()nare was held on Sunday, 
28th N o,em ter. Sermons were preached 
in the morning by the -pastor, Mr. E. 
Beecher: afternoon by !\fr. P. Reynolds; 
and evening by Mr. Mitchell. The 
friends, to use their own words, had a 
blessed day. On Tuesday, 30th, a well 
pro,ided tea, with most happy fellow
ship of kindred spirits, was, held, and 
enjoyed by a large gathering of friends. 
At 6.30 there was a public meeting, pre
sided over by Mr. J. Piggott. After the 
opening hymn the chairman read part 
of CoL iii. A. Markham sought in prayer 
the Lord's blessing. Mr. Robinson, the 
secretary, read a very encouraging 
report, from which we gathered that 
nine precious souls out of the school 
had put on the Lord J clsus by baptism, 
and have become members of the Church 
The young people have cheerfully given 
during the year a good round sum, to 
be divided among the Mansion House 
Fund, the Suffolk and Norfolk Mission, 
and the Foreign Mission. The chair
man's address on patience, a requisite 
virtue in Sunday-school work, was 
listened to with much pleasure. The 
chairman being compelled to leave, Mr. 
Beecher took his place, and spoke 
seasonable words, after which Mr. E. 
Mitchell, Mr. Sears, Mr. P. Reynolds, 
Mr. Wakelin, Mr. Porter, and Mr. W. 
Harris spoke earnest words on adapting 
instruction to the minds of the young 
searching the Scriptures. We are very 
glad to find our dear friend, Mr. Oakes, 
the superintendent, surrounded by an 
earnest band of teachers. After a hymn 
of praise, Mr. Beecher closed in prayer 
what had been a most instructive and 
happy meeting. That God would give 
increased blessing to the word c,f His 
grace :i.t Shouldham-street is the earnest 
prayer of-ADAM MARKHAM. 

HOXTO~.-JIREH.-Special and very 
cheering services were held in this old
established house of God, East-road, 
Citv-road, in behalf of the Repair Fund, 
on ·x ovember 2nd and 4th. On the 
Lord's-day two much appreciated ser
mons were delivered by Mr. Boulton. 
On the following Tuesday afternoon the 
friends were favoured with much of the 
Lord's presence whilst listening to Mr. 

E. Mitchell, whose loving assistance at 
this eervice was of great value. After 
a truly fraternal tea, a, public meeting 
was held under the chairmanship of Mr 
I. R. Wakelin. The friends were 
cheered, encouraged,and very spiritually 
edified by the various sermonettes de
livered by the chairman and brethren 
Sears, Beecher, Burbridge, Bootle, J. W. 
Banks, Mountford, Parnell, and Boulton. 
We look for a spiritual revival, nnder 
the blessing of God, upon the minis
terial labours of our beloved brother 
Boulton. The fin:i.noia.l proceeds of the 
service amounted to £21, which included 
a donation voted by the Strict Baptist 
Association; a loving gift from the 
deacons of the Surrey Tabernacle; also 
a liberal response from the chairman, 
the collecting cards, and collections.
S. G. W. 

SOUTHWICK.-The anniversary of 
Providence Chapel was celebrated on 
Wednesday, ·october 7th, when Mr. C. 
Young, of Yeovil, preached afternoon 
and evening to iarl,("e congregations, the 
chapel in the evenmg being crowded in 
every pa.rt. Mr. Applegate, the Messrs. 
Gore, Mr. West, aud a great many 
friends from Trowbridge and Hillperton 
being present. During the interval be
tween the two services about 120 took 
tea in the schoolroom, which was deco
rated with a pleasing variety of flowers. 
The interest of the services was much 
enhanc£d through the meetings being of 
a thanksgiving character in•recognition 
of the chapel being entirely free from 
debt. The building about two years ago 
was encumbered with a debt of £2001 the 
whole of which, through thedetermmed 
efforts of the worshippers, and the gene
rosity of friends from Zion, Trowbridge, 
and elsewhere, has now been cleared off. 
A collection was made at the close of 
each service for genera.I expenses in con
nection with the place. - Co11in1u
nicated. 

LAXFIELD.-DEAR BROTHER WIN
TERS,-Recognising the unity of Zion's 
interest, and the living interest of all 
her citizens in the movements of her 
heralds whom God thrusts forth into 
her service, I feel it but due to "the 
household of faith" who welcome their 
monthly magazine, through its pagee, 
to inform them of the cliange of my 
field of labour from the pastorate of 
Laxfield to that of Willingboro'. On 
the first Lord's-day in l'~ ovember, 
1880, I received an invite to preach the 
Word at Laxfield. The blessmg of the 
Lord resting upon the testimony re
sulted in the acceptance of the unani
mous invite to the oversight of His 
Church, which_pastoral office continued 
until the last Lord's-day in November, 
1890. For the last two years my incre:i.s
ing family, with its consequent parental 
care, became a heavy burden, and h:i.v-
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ing no sohool within nearly five miles, I 
felt something must be done. Deeply 
attached to the dear people at Lax field, 
the matter was laid before them, and 
the will of the Lord sought in the 
matter. In various ways a remedy was 
sought, but each, after trial, failed. On 
the death of Mr. Bull1 of Willingboro'1 I 
received a most coraial invite to tne 
pastorate there, but "the time of the 
Lord" was not come, and I declined, 
resolving to labour on and watch the 
Lord's hand. Twelve months after 
another invite was sent me, only to be 
declined again, for the way seemed 
hedged up, and I firmly resolved nothing 
should move me from those who stood 
in tJnderer ties than nature knows. 
From the time of this second refusal a 
bondage was felt by me in i;he ministry 
of the Word such as I have not ex
perienced continuously at Laxfield, un
til I was driven to lay the whole matter 
before the Lord. Almost immediately, 
to my astonishment, I received the 
third invite from the Church at Willing
boro' and this time unanimously en
dorsed by the congregation. After fully 
laying the matter before the Lord and 
His people at Lax!ield, I felt I coul_d 
not again close this door, opened as it 
was to me in the midst of my increased 
perplexity, and accordingly accepted the 
same in the fear of God, and commenced 
my labours there on Lord's-day, Decem
ber 7th. From the Lord's-day on which 
I resigned my pastorate, my pulpit 
fetters were removed, and the liberty I 
had so cried for granted me, which con
tinued to the close. The blessing of the 
Lord has indeed been with me there. In 
the last month of my pastorate it was 
my joy to lead four more through the 
baptismal waters,. making sixty-nine 
during our dwelling together. A stormy 
Church meeting I have never known ; 
and never could the flock of Christ 
.show greater kindness and love to 
their pastor than His people at Laxfield 
have shown to me. Notwithstanding 
the deep snow and almost impassible 
roads on the last Lord's-day of my 
labour, the chapel was filled, and in 
response to my desire for a special 
·Church meeting on the following even
ing to commend each other to the care 
of our covenant Lord, the vestry wa3 
crowded, and it was a time long 
to be remembered. The following 
evening the six deacons spent with me 
in my study, when the arrangements 
and plans for the future well-being of 
the Church were considered, and the 
unity of heart experienced that night 
will ever be a green spot in our memory. 
The Lord ever bless Laxfield and lead 
both His dear people there and at 
Willingboro' till each together shall 
attain "the rest that remaineth " and 
"farewell" is unknown.-Y ours in a 
precious Christ, EBENEZER MARSH. 

CLERKENWELL.-" 8erve the Lord 
with gladmss," were the words which 
ushered in the anniversary day at Mount 
Zion, Chadwell-street, on i'lunday, Dec. 
14. These worda (Pea. c. 2) Mr. Mit
chell had laid on his mind to speak from 
on this occasion. He noticed the people 
are called to this service : when 
called and how called. Mr. Mitchell 
by way of exordium, said anniversarie~ 
are an ancient institution, observed in 
Old Testament times (see Psa. cxxii.). 
There was no particular warrant in the 
New Testament for such occasions ; 
yet, in many ways they were helpful. 
The sermon was experimental, instruc
tive and encouraging to the young and 
aged. In the afternoon Mr. W. J. Styles 
preached from the words, ·' The Lord 
is my helper," by which many were 
helped and strengthened in their hope. 
In the evening Mr. 0. S. Dalbey came 
up in the fulness and freshness of the 
glorious Gospel, and dilated with much 
sweetness on Noah as a. type of Christ, 
speaking of rest and comfort, which 
God's own people enjoy here at times, 
and will realise through all eternity. 
On Tuesday, ~ovember H, the services 
were continued, when, after a good 
number had taken tea, a public meeting 
was held, presided over by Mr. Mitchell, 
who said this is the third anniversary I 
have attended here. In '88 I was a 
visitor, in '89 I had but just entered on 
my pastorate ; now, for the third time. 
I occupy this position after a pastorate 
of little over twelve months, and give 
ea.eh and all a hearty welcome. I have no 
wish to magnify the work done. It bas 
been a. year of great blessinT~; we have 
realised some tokens of 11is Divine 
favour ; yea. "The Lord of Hosts is 
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge."' 
This is the most blessed truth tht,t can 
be uttered, for the presence of the Lord 
is the source of all blessing. We have 
had twelve months unitv with the 
deacons, Church, and congregation. As 
for myself, I often feel my insufficiency 
for the work, but hitherto He hath 
helped me. Mr. Burrell, of Watford, one 
of the founders (instrumentally) of the 
cause, said I am very glad once more to 
grasp the hand, and bold a. little fellow
shii, with some of my brethren and 
sisters at Mount Zion, and while the 
memory of the late pastor is fresh in 
our minds, yet, I am truly thankful 
that God in His great goodness has sent 
you a successor, whose labours are 
owned and blessed. Mr. Burrell gave 
an address deeply experimental, which 
was followed in the same strain by Mr. 
Oliver, the senie,r deacon. Messrs. 
Bush, Squirrell. and Reynolds also 
spoke to the edification of the people. 
Mr. J. L. Meers and Mr. John Box were 
both prevented being present, but send 
kind and fraternal greetings. Mr. J obu 
Taylor offered prayer, and Deacons 
Hodges, Sawyer, Mote, Hunt, and 
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Abbott. took part in this 38th anniver
sary of llfount Zion, Chadwell-street, 
which. for spirituality, cheerfulness, 
and trne harmony, and solid, sacred 
exercisf' in the things concerning the 
cause of God and the welfare of the 
people was most enconraging.--J, W. B. 

:FRISTOX.-Our gracious Lord, filled 
with compassionate sympathy for the 
scattered pastorless sheep in His 'day, 
gave this most suit~ble and blessed 
command, "Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest that He would thrust 
forth more1hbourers into His harvest." 
We trust that :;he Church of Christ will 
catch the spirit 0f this gracious com
mand fro'11 her King, and recognise the 
need for earnest supplication in this 
matter. Certainly the Great Shepherd 
is the same yesterda~ to-day, and for 
ever. and we know .tie has the same 
loving, tender care for His own that He 
ever had. At any rate, the Church at 
Fiston have proved Him in this respect, 
and the Lord has graciously heard their 
fervent cry for a pastor. Our dearly 
beloved brother Frankland, who for 
nearly thirty years has been a most 
honourable and active member of the 
Martyrs' Memorial Church at Beecles, 
has just been unanimously chosen by 
the Church as pastor. Our Friston 
friends have not hurriedly taken this 
important step, but they have heard 
our dear brother Frankland with in
creasing profit during nearly two years, 
and have witnessed signs following his 
ministry in sinners converted by the 
Lord and added to the Church. May 
the Lord bless the Church and congre
gation at Friston, where the late 
honoured and faithful W. Brown 
laboured for so many years. We are 
longing to see every pastorless Church 
blessed with a true under-shepherd, 
who shall seek, not theirs, but them. 
Are there not men being prepared by 
the Spirit of the Lord for their great 
work? Do we know of any such ? Let 
us encourage such, let us plead with the 
Lord for such, and let us give the Lord 
no rest until He establish and make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth. Can 
we not echo the Psalmist'6 earnest words 
and cry, "It is time for thee, Lord, to 
work." Praying for our brother Frank
land and the dear friends at Friston 
every enriching blessing, we cry, "0 
Lord, send now prosperity."-L. H. C. 

Hl:-LL (FORESTER'S HALL). - The 
third anniver8ary of the cause of God 
was held on Sunday and Monday, Nov. 
J/ith and 17th, 1890. On Sunday, the 
JGth. three sermons were preached by 
Mr. · James Crook, of London. There 
were good congregations all day, and 
the Word of God was much enjoyed. 
The morning text was, l John iii. 14 ; 
>1fternoon, Acts v. 20; evening, Luke ix. 
::;;. On Monday an excellent tea was 

provide,l by the ladies of the congrega
tion. ln the evening Mr. Geo. Reed 
took the chair, and a ve1·y interesting 
meeting was held. 'l'he chairman read 
th" report for the past year, wherein 
reference was made to the kindness of 
Almighty God for His goodness and 
bountiful mercies during the past year. 
The service of the kind friend who had 
travelled a long distance to p,·each the 
truth, and also the services of the local 
friends. Messrs. Geo. Stephenson, Green
way, Kirk, and Boden were alluded to, 
and we trust that the Lord mav bless 
them in providence and grace. 'Finan
cially, the balance i8 on the right side, 
for which we are very grateful. Though 
we are still a little company, we trust 
we have experienced the blessings of the 
Gospel. It is the same old Gospel, that 
of free grace. We believe in Christ, in 
the power of the Gospel, al3o in personal 
election, particular redemption, re
generation by the Spirit of God, justi
fication by faith, and the final preserva
tion of the saints. We are thankful 
that we can in these days of creature 
worship, find friends who are not afraid 
to declare in love the whole council of 
God. Addresses were given by Messrs. 
Crook, G. Stephenson, Greenway, and 
Kirk, and were listened to with-much 
J;leasure. Hymns were sung and en
joyed, and the happy meeting closed 
with a vote of thanks to the ladies and 
chairman. We desire to thank God 
very much for the help given during 
the past year. The meeting closed with 
prayer by Mr. J. Crook.-G. REED. 

TRING.-We have never received any 
tidings but good from our loving 
brother Thomas, pastor of the time
honoured Church at Akeman-street, and 
hence his letters are al ways appre. 
ciated by us. In a letter just to 
hand, a portion of which we take 
the liberty of publishing, he says:
" Dear brother Winters,-! was sorry 
not to see you when you were last here, 
as I should like a talk with you I am 
thankful to be able to say, 'It ie well' 
with us. We do not go with leaps and 
bounds, nor do we desire; but we are 
not without evidence that the Lord is 
with us. I hope you are well, and that 
our covenant-keeping God is with you, 
:md will bless all efforts you may put 
forth for the good of souls and the ex
tension of His kingdom. May you be 
led, kept. and fed. Yours in Him,
GEORGE W. THOMAS." 

MINISTERS and OFFICEBEARERS of 
our Churches are requested to note the 
fixed dates of the undermentioned 
meetings relating to the Strict Baptist 
body, namely :-Annual meeting Metro
politan Association, March 10th, 1891 ; 
half yearly meeting ditto, October 13th, 
1891 ; annual meeting Strict Baptist 
Mission, October 27th, 1891. 
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OLIFTON, BEDS.-Anniversary ser
vices were held in connection with the 
New Strict Baptist Ohapel. W. Winters 
preached two sermons. The weather 
being severely cold and snow falling all 
the d11,y may have prevented several 
friend, coming from a distance. How
ever, there was much cause for real 
gratitude for the success attendin!l" the 
8ervice8 both spiritually and finanmallv. 
Seven years have passed away since this 
neat and comfortable chapel was opened, 
and our dear brother Wilson announced 
on the present occasion the same hymn 
as that with which the chapel was first 
opened by our departed brother Charles 
Lenton. Several dear friends from 
Biggleswade were present. Our kind 
friends, Mrs. and Miss Lenton, made us 
very comfortable dnring our short stay 
with them. The followin~ brief report 
was read after each serv10e:-Receipts 
during past year, £52 7s. ll½d.; expenses, 
£;19 2s.; balance in hand, £3 5s. ll½d. 
We sincerely pray that the cause may 
be kept together and greatly blest of 
the Lord during the year 1891.-ED. 

NOTTING-HILL-GA TE-BETHESDA. 
KENSINGTON-PL.A.CE.-The 23rd anni
versary of the opening was commemo
rated on November 9th by two sermons 
being preached by the pastor. On the 
following Tuesday, November 11 th, 
brother Box preached in the after.a.oon 
a precious gospel sermon to a good com
pany of friends. At 6.30 our dear 
brother Mr. John Piggott occupied the 
chair in his usual able manner. After 
singing, and our brother Spire had im
plored the divine blessing, the chairman 
gave us a most profitable address from 
Isa. lii.l, and then called upon the pastor, 
who briefly stated what God had done 
for them as a Church during the year 
1890. Five had been added by baptism, 
and others were waiting to pass through 
that precious ordinance. Our congrega
tions are steadily increasing, and 
our funds are well sustained. Sweet 
peace, unityj and love rules and reigns 
in our midst between pastor, deacons, 
and people, for which we heartily thank 
God and take courage. Our·God is making 
His presence manifest by putting in
creased power into the preached word. 
Our dear brethren Bush, Sears, Parnell, 
and Lynn gave excellent addresses. A 
more spiritual or blessed opportunity we 
were never privileged to enjoy, We were 
greatly encouraged by the presence of 
many dear friends from Fulham and 
other causes of truth. The collection 
was mttde, and our chairman made it up 
to £10. We believe all present felt they 
had been in the immediate presence of 
our precious Jesus.-G. HERRING. 

WHITECHAPEL.-The good folk at 
Little Alie-street met together in large 
numbers on Thursday, November 20, tc, 
memorialise the 84th anniversary of the 

Sunday-school. The body of the chapel 
was well filled, and there was a good 
sprinkle of little ones in the gallery 
whose youthful voic:s sweetly blended 
with the choir in the service of praise. 
Mr. R. E. Sear.➔ (the pastor) pre.;ided 
and after reading the Scripture and 
prayer by Mr. Millwood, referred t'o the 
eighty-four year~ of mercies experienced 
by Little Alie-street Sunday-school; 
many have been gathered home; some 
have gone into the distant parts of the 
world, and have carried with them the 
lessons of divine truth. All were born 
in sin, and ea.eh one needs the regene
rating grace of God to prepare them for 
their home on high; and while we 
thank God for blessings in owning the 
labours of the teachers in the past, our 
united and constant prayer is that He 
may still go on to bless and encourage 
us. Mr. Abbott read a most excellent 
report, which spoke of favourable at
tendance, and of the usefulness of the 
Pastor's and Young Women's Bible 
Classes. A revenue of over £53 had been 
received and disbursed. Addresses were 
delivered by brethren T. Archer, C. Wil
son, Squirrell, Steele, Mobbs, and Flegg, 
of a cheerful, savoury, and encouraging 
character. The benediction brought 
this helpful meeting to a close.-
J. W. B. 

BRIGHTON. - EBENEZER, RICH
MOND-STREET.-On Tuesday, ~ovember 
4th, anniversary services were held in 
connection with the pastorate of Mr. 
S. Gray. A refreshing discourse was 
delivered in the afternoon by Mr. 
Shepherd, who also gave a rich address 
from the platform in the evening. At 
the evening meeting spiritual and sa
voury addresses were likewise given by 
Messrs. Vir~o, Masterson, and Guy. The 
pastor presided, speaking of the true 
preacher as a messenger of Christ. To 
such an one Christ is Christ. and no less. 
He is God the Son, and God the Lamb. 
To such an one, the Word of Christ is 
the Word of Christ, and no less. To 
such an one, Christ 1s all; for of whom 
does he testify, or in whom does he 
boast, but the Lord? To such an one, 
the ordinances of Christ are the ordi
nances of Christ, both baptism and the 
Lord's Supper. To such an one, the 
servants of Christ are the servants 
of Christ, "the ex0ellent of the 
earth." Mr. Gray expressed his gladness 
at being surrounded by so i:l"oodly a hive 
of bee-like friends. He baa served them 
for upwards of ten years in the ministry. 
The Sunday-school and sundry institu
tions were healthy and flourishing. He 
was highly gratified at the numbers 
that rallied around him to commemorate 
his settlement at Brighton. The tea
tables were well attended and well 
served; and the attendance, both after
noon and evening, was considered the 
largest since his labours comm.enced. 
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HIGHBURY.-The Church and con
gregation worshipping at Providence. 
Highbnry-ulace, have recently been put 
to a great inconvenience in consequence 
of the falling of the ceiling in the new 
chapel. Some little alarm was first felt, 
but through the judicious management 
of Mr. S. Dickens. one of the deacons, all 
uneasiness was dispelled, and worship 
has in no way been mterrupted. Never
theless, an expense of £50 has thereby 
been incurred. This, together with 
work necessary to finish the walls, has 
involved an outlay of about £80. On 
Sunday, ::S-ovember 16th, and Tuesday, 
18th, the40th anniversary of the forma
tion of the Church was observed. The 
pastor. Mr. Revnolds, preached on the 
Sunday, and Mr. Mitchell on the Tues
day afternoon, In the evening Mr. W. 
Abbott presided at a more public meet
ing. when the chapel was well filled 
with an appreciative and sympathetic 
con~regation The condition of the 
ceiling was namrally referred to, and 
the result of the collections. with 
several private subscriptions sent to Mr. 
P. Reynolds, brought the amount up to 
£89 4s. All friends pulled well together, 
the ladies gratuitously supplied the tea
tables, the builder and surveyor contri
buted; so that by one grand effort the 
cost was reached, and a surplus handed 
over to the building fund. The meeting 
was addre,sed by brethren Box, Samp
son Moxham, Belcher, Beecher, Mit
cheil, Willey, Joyce, and the pastor. 
The pastor and deacons tender heartfelt 
thanks to all who have helped. The 
Church is prospering, the word being 
blessed to the ingathering of 16 during 
the past year.-J. W. B. 

PECKHAM.-On Tuesday, November 
11th, harvest thanksgiving services were 
held at Zion. Heaton-road. The con
gregations were good, and service much 
enjoyed. Spiritual addresses were de
livered by brethren Horton, Cornwell, 
Wise, and Harsant, the pastor, The 
thank-offerings for the building debt 
were liberal. Onr sympathies are with 
our brother Harsant, and rejoice to know 
that the Church is in unity and peace, 
the preached word being much blessed. 
The meeting on this occasion was a re
freshing season-J. W. B. 

In ~cm.oriam. 
After a long, linS"ering illness, borne 

with Christian fortitude and resignation, 
our brother Mn. HENRY MILLER, 
passed to his heavenly home at the com • 
paratively early age of 57, on Saturday, 
October 25th, 1890. The unwelcome 
fact that he was gradually declining 
forced itself upon his family and 
friends, and although rest, medical 
skill, and loving home comforts were 
most sedulously and affectionately ren-

dered by his beloved wife and devoted 
daughter," the time to die" came. His 
p:istor (Mr. Bootle), Mr. R. E. SearsJ 
Mr. Archer, youn~ Mr. Caplin, an<l 
other dear friends visited him, and oan 
testify, although subjeot to much pain, 
no murmur was ever uttered by him, 
but al ways grateful for kindness ren
dered. For a lonS' time a feeling of 
uncertainty respectmg the issue of the 
sickness was held by our departed 
brother ; but when all doubt was re
moved from his mind he was quite re
signed, and prayerfully committed his 
beloved wife and family to the care of 
his heavenly Father. He was brought 
to know thi- Lord in early life under 
the ministry of Mr. Pepper, and was 
soon made useful in the Sunday-school. 
After much struggling, and. with great 
diffidence, he was induced to open his 
mouth at a prayer-meeting held weekly 
in his wife's mother's house. He became 
a memi>er at Ebenezer, Hoxton, then at 
Dorchester Hall,_ and finally, for seven
teen years, at .Hethel, Newton-street, 
Hoxton, where for a greater part 
of the time he filled the office of 
deacon. The grace of God was the 
theme of his heart, and occasionally, in 
London and the suburbs, he delighted 
to lift up his voice in defence of the 
distinguishing doctrines of the New 
Testament, according to the ability God 
gave him. He loved the truth and lived 
upon it. He passed away triumphantlyi· 
his last words were " I know whom 
have believed." His mortal remains 
were consigned to the custody of the 
grave in Abney Park, on November3rd, 
till the resurrection morninl\", in " sure 
and certain hope of eternal hfe." Pre
vious to going to the cemetery a service 
was held in Bethel, Hoxton, in which 
his pastor, Mr. Sears, and Mr. Archer 
took part. May the Lord graciously 
sanctify this dispensation to the be
reaved family and Church, 

In memory of SA.MTTEL ADAMS, of 
Stonham, Suffolk, who departed this 
life, October 15th, 1890; aged 89 years. 
Our minister, Mr. J. Grimwood, im
proved this solemn event by speaking 
from Num, xxiii. 10. We are sure that 
the end of brother .A.dams was peace. 
May we be followers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the 
promises. 

MR. E. MILLER, senior deacon of 
Mount Ephraim Chapel, Margate, 
whom the Lord was pleased to call to 
Himself on Saturday evening,N ovember 
15th, 1890, at the age of 63. Our brother 
met with an accident in the summer of 
1889, which incapacitated him from all 
active work, and culminated in a 
gradual weakness and decline. I find 
from the Church book that Mr. Miller 
was one of the original members of the 
Church at Mount Ephraim in 1875. He 
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was eleoted cieaoon in 1875, He retained 
to the end the confidence and esteem of 
his fellow-members. The remains of 
our brother were laid to rest in Margate 
Oemetery on Thursday, NoTember 20th, 
the service being conducted by Mr, 
Oarter, of Broadstairs,who also preached 
" funeral sermon on Sunday evPning, 
November 30th.-J, M. DOUGHTY, 11, 
Oxford-street, Margate. 

DEAR BROTHER WINTERS -In the 
December number of the E. V. & G. H. 
I find a brief notice of the death of a 
brother in the Lord, MR. E. MILLER1 
Margate. For about two years I baa 
the pleasure of being acquainted with 
Mr. Miller, and have often, after leaving 
Mount Ephraim (when Mr. Wise 
preached there), walked with him to 
his house at Mutrix. It was always 
encouragin~ to converse with him. His 
humble reliance was on the mercy of 
God in Christ, whose finished work was 
his only hope of eternal life. Like all 
who are "led by the Spirit," he knew 
something of the depravity of the 
human heart, which well qualified him 
to give encouragement to those who 
felt "ready to perish." With him 

"No bi!' words of ready talkers, 
No dry doctrine, would sulllce." 

Nothing but the unadulterated Gospel 
would suit him ; and he was swift to 
detect, as well as to, denounce, error. 
Our brother has fallen asleep ; but be 
knew, as we know, that our Redeemer 
liveth; and we are cheered with the 
glorious hope of again meeting, where 
tears are wiped away, and where sorrow 
and death are unknown,-Yours in this 
glorious expectation, R. NEWBY, Bices
ter, Oxon 

It pleased the Lord to call our 
esteemed brother, MR. G. H. LA.NMA.N, 
to his eternal rest, after a pilgrimage of 
forty-eight years, on Sept. l:,lth, 1890. 
The following particulars of his spirital 
career are recorded with a desire to 
magnify the grace of God which was in 
him, When about 17 years of age, our 
friend began to prepare himself for the 
rite of confirmation. While pondering 
the Scriptures and the Prayer-book he 
became seriously impressed with the 
solemnity of the religion he was about 
to profess. Ooncern about his state be
fore God soon followed. Godly repent
ance for sin was wrought in him by 
the Holy Spirit. Formal prayers were 
superseded by heartfelt cries for mercy. 
At length the Lord graciously applied 
the words, " Call upon IHe in the day of 
trouble: I will deliver thee. and thou 
shalt glorify Me" (Pea. 1. 15). Soon 
afterwards he was favoured with an 
ever-remembered season of blessing 
under a sermon preached by the late 
I\? r, Hetherington (it is believed by our 
sister, Mrs, L,) from the text, '' For I 

will pour water upon him that is 
thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground," In the providence of God he 
was led to attend the Strict Baptist 
Chapel at Farnham. A prayerful study 
of the teaching of the New Testament on 
the subject of baptism brought him to 
the decision to identify himself with 
the Lord's people worshipping there. 
He was baptized by Mr. Heasman in 
Auguat, 1864, In 1872 he removed to 
Reading. It appears that at this period 
his views in regard to strict communion 
were rather unsettled. He joined the 
Open Communion Church at Kmts
road. Though there appeared some m
consistency in this conduct, it was 
eventually overruled to his firmer 
establishment in the doctrines of grace 
and a stricter adherence to the New 
Testament order of fellowship. In 
February, 1877, he related his expe
rience before the Strict Communion 
Church at Providence, and was unani
mously received. In May, 1885, he was 
appointed clerk; in February, 1885, he 
was elected as deacon, and in January, 
1889, he became a sick visitor. Each of 
these offices he was enabled to fill to 
the satisfaction of the Church. Hiii 
brother deacons (Messrs. Martin, Vize. 
Montague, and Wileman, junior) feel 
they have lost a warm-hearted and 
sober-minded colleague, and his young 
pastor will sorely miss his faithful 
and profitable companionship. But 
their sorrow is alleviated by the blessed 
assurance that he is for ever with Him 
of whom he often said in prayer-

u All human beauties, all divine, 
In our Beloved meet and shine.'' 

Our brother's close acriuaintance with 
the Scriptures made his public prayers 
and private conversation very edifying, 
He could truly say, "Thy Word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a li~ht unto my 
path." In reply to an inqurry as to his 
experience, a few days before his de
parture, he said, "I am trusting in the 
blood and righteousness of the Lord 
Jesus." He was unconscious for several 
hours at the last. At about eleven 
o'clock, in the morning, on the 
above - mentioned date, the Lord 
wiped away all tears from his eyes 
and welcomed him into His joy. 
His mortal remains were interred in 
Reading Cemetery on September 14th, 
after a special service at Providence. A 
large number of friends attended to 
show their regard for the departed and 
their sympathy with the widow and 
her children. A memorial sermon was 
preached the following Lord's-day 
evening from Psa. xxxvii. 3i, "Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright, 
for the end of that man is peace." May 
the Lord graciously support our be
reaved sister with the realization of His 
uncban~)ng and undying love. May the 
dear children be brought by the Holy 
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Spirit to sa.y, as they reflect upon the 
memon- of their devoted father "Thy 
people f'hall be my ]Jeople, and thy God 
my God."-W. H. RosE, Reading·. 

GEORGE FREDERICK BURRELL the 
eldest son of Mr. George Burrell, of 
Watford, fell asleep in Jesus on October 
15th, aged 49. His sufferings are now 
for ever put an end to. When the tele
gram arrived containing the sudden in
telligence he was no more, a heavenly 
calm took possession of my breast, and 
my s.:rnl by precious faith at once under 
the blessed Spirit's influence rose in 
sweet contemplation and assured hope 
of his safety and happiness in the sun
shine of the dear Redeemer's face. At 
once my soul exclaimed, " I shall go to 
Him. but He shall not return to me." 
This comfortable and calm assurance 
has not left me since, but on Friday, 
the 17th of October, while thinking
though I have no doubt of his safety
how I should like a voice from heaven 
to assure ,and comfort me, the 
following lines d~opped wi~h inde
scribable sweetness mto my mmd-

" No chilling winds or poisonous breath, 
Can reach that healthful shore ; 

Sickness and sorrow, pain and death, 
Are felt and feared no more." 

It is a common thing we know in these 
days to send everybody_to heaven w~en 
they die, but how v~m and delusive 
withouta goodfoundat10n. My thoughts, 
how ever went back to the beginning of 
the work of grace in hi8 P!ecious soil!, 
and to which I can bear Joyful testi
mony. I have the following recor~ in 
my diary:-" 1860, Lord's-day evenmg, 
March 25th-Mr. Hazelton preached a 
sermon on' the faithfulness of God to 
His saints from Josh. i. 5, ' I will not 
fail thee nor forsake thee.' Under this 
sermon my son George came home 
deeply affected under the Wo_rd, crying 
for mercv as a condemned smner ; he 
was led to seek earnestly for pardon, 
which was sweetly revealed and sealed 
home on his conscience a few months 
after under the Word Hymn 13 in the 
Appendix of 'Denham's Sele!}tion' 
being sung, an_d t1!e last ve!se bemg so 
fully realized m his soul, his heart was 
melted, and he sat down overcome:-
" • The sight of this will melt thine heart, 

And make thine eyes run o'er; 
A happy, pardoned child th~u art, 

And heaven is at thy door. 
A heaven of joy in the pardon of J:iis 
sins and payment of the debt by Christ 
to justice was realized, and he was then 
constrained to declare to the Church the 
great things done for his soul He was 
baptized with five others on February 
17th 1861, by Mr. Hazelton, and re
maii'ied for many years a member. of 
Mount Zion Chadwell-street. Bemg 
n,moved in 'providence to D ,lston, he 
became a member and subseq_uently a 
deacon of the Church at Shalom Chapel, 

Hackney, under the pastorate of Mr. 
Myerson. Recently he joined the 
Church at Chatsworth-road, Clapton. 
His long affliction proved very trying 
and his spirits were often very low, he 
seemed to cling to life, had now arnl 
then some sweet visi~s, but at times 
felt very low as to his interest. A few 
days before his departure, when asked 
by his brother how he felt, he said, 
'Very low; as low as hell.' " However, 
thirty years of life testified to the 
grnat change wrought, and there can 
be no doubt, low as he felt here, he is 
now exalted to sing the song of the re
deemed in glory. The following testi
monial to his conduct and character 
from Messrs. Doulton a'nd Co., Lam
beth, where he had been employed 
about eleven years, was sent to his 
brother on hearing of his death :
" Dear Mr. Burrell,-We send the accom
panying with the most sincere sympathy 
and regard. Be assured that all at Lam
beth have the most affectionate remem
brances of our dear departed friend, and 
we trust that our departure when it 
comes may be as safe and happy a one 
as his has been. The recollection of 
his blameless and Christ-like life will 
long be cherished by those who knew 
him. With every good wish on behalf 
of all the Lambeth folk,-Yours truly, 
FRANK H. FORD." We look upon this 
testimonial as the fruits of grace ; to 
God be all the glor;v. His mortal re
mains were interred m the grave where 
his partner was laid fourteen months 
before in Abney Park Cemetery, Mr. 
Moxham officiating on the ,occasion.
GEO. BURRELL, Watford. 

With mingled feelings of grief and 
gratitude we convey the intelligence 
of the death of the' beloved wife of 
Mr. Thomas Marriott, many years 
deacon at Ebenezer, Elthorne-road, 
Holloway. It is more than twelve 
months •since the Lord laid His afflict
ing hand upon our sister, LYDIA 
MARRIOTT, and yet her departure was 
very sudden. The dear Lord took her 
to Himself, October 7th. Her mortal 
remains were removed to the chapel, 
Winchmore-hill, and after holding a 
short but solemn service, from thence 
to the Old Southgate Cemetery. We 
spoke a few words in reference to our 
departed sister on the evening of Octo
ber 12th from Psa. xvii. 15. Our sister 
has been a lover of the Lord and His 
people for many years, but was the sub
ject of many fears. During her illness 
she manifested a great concern to be 
found right at last; but He who began 
the good work in her carried it on to a 
blessed issue. Her end was peace, and 
the work of faith with power for Jesus' 
sake. All the members and friends 
with the brethren iu office deeply sym
pathize with our brother Marriott.-W. 
OSMOND, Stoke Newington. 
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(See page 48). 

"Peace I leave with you."-John xiv. 27. 

SHORTLY before Jesus left this earth to prepare mansions for His 
beloved people He bequeathed to them His PEACE, which is still 

enjoyed more or less by every true believer. It was His last and best gift, 
and in making His will He did not forget His disciples, although, as 
man, He had no worldly goods to bestow upon them. Matthew Hen:ry 
quaintly says : " His soul He committed to His Father, His body He 
bequeathed to Joseph to be decently interred, His clothes fell to the 
soldiers, His mother He left to the care of John; but what should He 
leave to His poor disciples, that had left all for Him ? Silver and gold 
He had none, but He left them that which was infinitely better, His 
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peru,e. I leave you, but I leaYe My peace with you. I not only give 
yon a title to it, but put yon in possession of it." 

Christ Himself is the peace of His saints, as Paul says in Eph. ii. 
14, "For He is our peace." He has not only "broken down the middle 
wall of partition'' which separated Jews from Gentiles, but He has once 
and for ever destroyed the enmity that reigned in believers by nature 
against God, and the plan of salvation by sovereign grace. He has 
pro\'ided peace for all His followers as He knew they would be exposed 
to the hatred and persecution of the world, and of worldly religionists, 
and thus they are in reality-

" Sons of peace, redeemed by blood, 
Made from condemnation free." 

The peace of God flows through the redeeming blood and justifying 
righteousness of J,sus Christ, and is so mysterious in its nature and 
operations that he who possesses it can never fully explain the enjoy
ment of it, yea, says Paul, it·• passeth all understanding" (Phil. iv. 7). 
This inward peace appears to be twofold. l n the first place, it arises 
from an experimental knowledge of Christ's finished work, and of the 
satisfaction of law and justice produced by it. The quickened sinner 
by a clear knowledge of the plan of salvation, and a sense of his own 
unworthiness, sees how a just and holy God can be merciful to a guilty 
sinner such as he feels himself to be, and can sometimes sing-

" Jesus, Thy blood and ri!\'hteousness, 
My beauty are, my glor10us dress; 
.Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head." 

Before conversion sinners are not really at peace with God; they do 
not agree with His system of salvation. Having no genuine faith, they 
hate and reject sovereign grace, and rather love that which condemns 
and curses them. But when illuminated by the Spirit to know and rest 
in Christ, they then in a measure understand the true meaning of Isaiah's 
words (xxvi. 3), "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee.'' At the same time they 
may not experience much ecstasy of soul; but they do enjoy a calm 
reliance and fixedness of heart and judgment on the sufficiency of the 
merits of Jesus, and can say with David, as regards the hope of their 
salvation, "My heart is fixed, 0 God, my heart is fixed: 

"Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee." 

.Although losses, crosses, and many disappointments attend their pathway 
in life, yet in the midst of them they often realize within a peaceful 
feeling that all is of God and must be well. Of such a peace the world 
is entirely ignorant. 

Peace, in the 3ec,ond place, iJ; produced by a sense of forgiveness of 
sins through the precious blood of Jesus. This peace is mostly attended 
with joy (Rom. xiv. 17 ; xv. 13 i, and is the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. v. 
22). The Holy Spirit's office is to take of the things of Jesus and 
reveal them to the faith of the believer. This peace is eternal, and 
remains unbroken. It can never be entirely destroyed, although the 
enjoyment of it may disappear for a time through sin and worldly 
mindedness. David experienced the loss of it when he cried, " Restore 
unto me the joy of Thy salvation" (Psa. Ii. 12). His eternal salvation 
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was all right, but the Joy of it had departed for a time. This peace is 
healing to a heart that is wounded by sin, and comes through the 
"stripes " of Jesus (Isa. liii. 5 ). Divine peace is associated and in 
harmony with every attribute of God. He was always at peace with His 
children as He viewed them in the perfections of His own dear Son. 
His paths are peace, and His ways toward Hi'l people are peaceful ; and 
"when a man's ways please Him, He maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with Him." 

Peace is another name for Gospel. The Gospel of Christ is one of 
peace and goodwill to guilty man, and of which the heavenly host sang 
at the birth of Christ (Luke ii. 1-1) in confirmation of Isaiah's vision of 
the beautiful feet of the Prince of Peace (Isa. Iii. 7 ; Rom. x. 15). 
Believers are at times favoured to enjoy great peace of mind, as described 
by the Psalmist: "Great peace have they which love Thy law ; and 
nothing shall offend them " (Psa. cxix. 165). This law, as fulfilled in 
Christ, Paul delighted in "after the inward man" (Rom. vii. 22). and 
notwithstanding the afflictions and tossings of God's children they often 
enjoy great peace in Him (Isa. liv. 11-13), which shall ebb and flow 
until 'it is consummated in perfect rest and felicity above. 

To be at peace as a nation is good, and a sign of temporal prosperity; 
and to realize peace at home is a great blessing indeed. But for a 
Church to be in peace is Heaven begun below. God grant that we may 
as members of the one Church of Christ, be at peace among ourselves, 
and as much as possible live peaceably with all men, without sacrificing 
any principle of truth. Let us seek peace and pursue it ; and when we 
have found it may we endeavour to ke&JJ it (Eph. iv. 3) ; and may it 
rule our hearts in all we do for Christ's sake ( Col. iii. 15 ). Satan never 
does more mischief in Churches than when he stirs up petty jealousies, 
and causes roots of bitterness to :flourish in them. Such baneful things 
require to be dealt with firmly, before they ripen into power, as they are 
contagious and deadly. The evil one does not trouble about destroying 
the world's peace, because it is a dead one ; and can yield no real com
fort either in sickness or death. False peace begins in ignorance and 
ends in "second death" ; and is therefore vain, empty, and delusive 
(Isa. lvii. 21). Many self-righteous persons who are ignorant of them
selves as vile sinners, and of the way of true peace, urge poor dead sinners 
indiscriminately to make their peace with God. Thus they demand the 
exercise of spiritual faith before regeneration ; and " cry peace and 
1ia.fety," not knowing that death and destruction are near them. Such 
deluded teachers are very pious outwardly and are everywhere to be 
found, but the way of peace they do not know (Rom. iii. 17), neither do 
they know what is meant by the plague. of a deceitful heart (1 Kings 
viii. 38 ; Psa. Ii. 10; Isa. i. 18; J er. xvii. 9; Ezek. ix. -! ; Zech. xiii. 1; 
Rom. vii. 4-25). May you, dear reader, be favoured with sweet peace 
of conscience, and reconciliation to God, through the peace-speaking 
blood of the Lamb. 

"And when thine eye of faith is dim, 
Rest thou on Jesus, sink or swim ; 
And at His footstool bow the knee 
And Israel's God thy peace shall be," 

W. WINTERS, Editor. 
Waltham Abbey, Essex. 
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OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.-No. II. 
THE LATE MR. WILLIAM HAZELTON. 

THE severe and protracted sufferings of our beloved brother, William 
Hazelton, were brought to a close by death on Lord's-day evening. 

January 11th, at 8.20, in the National Hospital, Queen's Square: 
Bloomsbury, London. 

It will be remembered bv many of our readers who attended the 
Annual Meetings of the Suffolk and Norfolk Particular Baptist Associa
tion, on June 6th, 1888, at Lax6eld, that our brother Hazelton was 
urged to preach the evening sermon on that occasion, and after 
much hesitancy he yielded to the call, and preached (what proved to be 
his last sermon) from the words, "I will work, and who shall let it?" 
(Isa. xliii. 18), and which he divided as follows:-!. The text in 
relation to the Speaker Himself. II. Its relation to His saved and 
beloved Church. III. The individual experience of God's dear children. 
We sat by his side at the service, and were delighted with his solemn 
discourse, but much grieved at the pain he appeared to suffer during the 
whole of the time. He afterwards retired to brother Marsh's house, and 
was kindly and carefully attended to until he was removed to his home 
&t Lewisham. 

The last letter we were favoured to receive from our departed brother 
(although not written for publication) is worthy of a place here:-

" DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,-! was about to write expressing 
sympathy with you and your dear wife in your sad bereavement, when I 
was suddenly taken worse, and for some time was apparently nigh unto 
death. I am, however, spared a while longer, and feel considerably 
better. May the dear Lord mercifully support you both, and enable you 
to realise His presence, that, while earthly friends are missed, and an 
aching void is felt, you may rejoice in His ever faithful love. I note 
that (n.v.) you will be at College Park to-morrow. May the Lord 
abundantly bless His Church there, and make her a great power for 
good. I always feel there will be a good cause of truth established in 
Lewisham, and should I be spared to see it, I shall rejoice greatly, as 
my first and only pastorate, where to the last, and especially during the 
last few months, the Lord blessed His own word. College Park will be 
dear to me, and I hope ever to pray for its welfare. 0 that I might 
again proclaim the Gospel. Ho:v often the soul long~ to tell of a 
Saviour's love. Bless His name, m yonder world there will be 'no more 
pain,' no clouded skies, no blasted hopes, no break in the sweet service; 
but 'they shall see His face.' Amen, Amen. My kind Christian 
regards to Mrs. Winters; may you be long spared in the work of love, 
and service of the Lord. Believe me ever to remain, 

"Yours in Christian fellowship, 
"WM. HAZLETON. 

"3, National Hospital, Queen's Square, Bloomsbury, W.C., 
"October 20th, 1890." 

Our dear departed brother had not reached (as regards his years) the 
meridian of life, when the Lord called him to his eternal rest. He was 
born of godly parents at Springfield, Essex, July 10th 1858; and was, 
in Yery early life, brought to know and fear the Lord. We well 
remember him about the time he began preaching. His first sermon 
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was preached at Prittlewell, on Lord's-day evening, Oct. 20th, 1878, 
from the words, "We would see Jesus." He afterwards preached at 
Rochford, Gravesend, Brighton, and in several London chapels. In the 
-early part of the year 1881, be received a call to preach at College Park, 
Lewisham, and after he had preached sixty-six sermons before the 
friends, the Church invited him to the pastorate, which he accepted, and 
was publicly recognised Oct. 18th, 1881. On the first Lord s-tlay in 
June, 1888, having completed the seventh year of his pastoral work at 
College Park, he preached from the words, "The Lord is good'' (Nahum 
i. 7); and on the following Wednesday morning we met him at Ipswich, 
and journeyed together to Laxfield, where he preached his last 
sermon. 

Our departed brother leaves a beloved wife and four dear children to 
mourn his loss, the eldest child being under nine years of age. Relative 
to the closing scene of our brother's life, his sorrowing widow kindly 
writes us, by request, as follows:-

" DEAR MR. WINTERS,-In answer to your kind letter just 
received, my dear husband was born, I believe, in the parish of 
Springfield, Essex, of God-fearing parents; and was, very early in life, 
the subject of deep convictions of sin. He was early brought to know 
the Lord, and to unite himself with the people of God, and was even
tually, as you know, brought into the work of the ministry. His 
affliction bas been a long and painful one, being unconscious for the 
last twenty-four hours of his life. He was not able to say anything, as 
we hoped he might have done. On the Thursday afternoon preceding 
his death, as I sat by his side, I said to him, 'My dear, you have now 
,come into the deep waters, do you realise the presence of Jesus with 
you?' He replied, • Not as I could wish;' but, he added, 'He has 
given me the promise that at eventide it shall be light.' I then said, 
'My dear, you will find Him faithful.' A friend visited him on 
Saturday, and whispered in his ear-

" ' Though painful at present, 'twill cease before lonff, 
And then, oh! how pleasant the conqueror's song; 

to whom my dear husband replied, 'Do pray that the Lord may soon 
take me home.' All Saturday night he laboured hard for breath, but 
during Sunday was much more composed, lying with his eyes fixed 
upwards. I said to a friend who was watching with me, ' I believe he 
saw heaven and was longing to enter in.' His ransomed spirit took 
its flght at twenty minutes past eight. We remembered an expression 
he had often made use of, that he should like to go home at the close of 
the services on a Sabbath evening. 

" Yours in Jesus, 
"L. E. HAZELTON. 

"154, Courthill-road, Lewisham, S.E., Jan. 14th, 1891." 

We forbear writing more on our departed brother Hazelton, as his 
intimate friend, Mr. Philip Reynolds, of High bury, has kindly promised 
to write a memoir of him for our next issue. We are deeply indebted to 
our beloved brother John Waters Banks for his account of the funernl, 
and to Mrs. M. A. Chaplin, for the annexed appropriate lines. 

EDITOR. 



50 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

IN MEMORIAM-WILLIAM HAZELTON. 

No tears to-day, no tears ; What marvel of a God, 
That this torn flesh should rise 

Complete and perfect, to rejoin 
The spirit in the skies. 

Glad thanks to God be given, 
That the worn, weary sonl at length 

lts torturing flesh hath riven. 

Patience has had its work, 
And God is glorified ; 

And Christ, the ever-living Lamb, 
Is crowned and satisfied. 

And sweeter marvel still, 
That every trace of sin 

Should vanish from the ransomed ones 
Who are with Christ shut in. 

Oh, many a blessed crown Brea.the song of sweetest praise 
Begirts His glorious head, At Jesu's feet to-day, 

And many a jewel greets Him still, For through His agony o.lone 
Begotten from the dead. The sin was put away. 

And though from scenes like these, 
We shrink with natural dread, 

Though richest luxuries are piled 
About the blessed dead. 

Ga.Heywood, Chelmsford. M. A. CHAPLIN, 
THE FUNERAL. 

The last three years of our brother W. Hazelton's life was one long, 
cold, winter season, which however was frequently relieved by the 
genial rays of the Sun of Righteousness shining into and warming his 
heart. So on the day of the funeral there was everything that makes 
winter a stern fact-severe cold, bard frost, and snow. Yet nature did 
smile, the beautiful sun did shine, and as we pressed on towards the chapel 
to unite in the funeral obsequies, we thought there was a silver lining to 
e,ery cloud (at least, this has been our experience for many years), and 
that which gilded this dark and mysterious dispensation was Paul's 
words, "We sorrow not, even as others which have no hope." While 
thus meditating on the glorious and happy change experienced by our 
translated brother, the lines of John Kent seemed sweetly applicable:-
" For weary saints a rest remains I Where seas of joy eternal flow 

In heaven, from all their toils and pains ; Without a taint of mortal woe." 

Arriving at the chapel in College Park, Lewisham, we found Mr. Hall 
and others arranging for the accommodation of those wishing to join 
in the solemn and sacred service. Just before two o'clock the funeral 
cortege arrived, and the proceedings commenced by Mr. Mitchell 
announcing the following appropriate hymn commencing:-

'' Death i& no more a frightful foe, With joy I leave this world of woe: 
Since I with Christ shall reign; For me to die is gain." 

Mr. W. K. Squirrell then read from the Word 2 Cor. v. and Rev. vii. 
He briefly and fittingly prefaced his reading by saying the first porUon 
described the experience of brother William Hazelton while here, and 
the second portion gave an outline of the country to which he has gone. 

Mr. Holden announced the next hymn, which was most expressive 
and touching of dear William's case :-

" When langour and disease invade I 'Tis sweet to look beyond our cage, 
This trembling house of clay, And long to fly away." · 

Mr. Crook, pastor of College Park, offered prayer. Another hymn:
" What solemn tidings reach our ears, I A brother landed safe from fear, 

How awful and how grand; On Canaan's happy land." 

Mr. P. Reynolds, a close and intimate friend of the deceased. then 
ascended the pulpit and delivered a most suitable address. Another hymn 
was given out by Mr. Squirrell, and Mr. Mitchell brought the service to 
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a close by a sho~t ptayer, · earnestly commending the widow to her 
heaYenly Father, and pleading for the tender mercies of the Lord to be 
extended to the dear fatherless children. 

At the grave, Mr. Mitchell said it would be neither wise nor kind to 
stay here in the cold, after the long service in the chapel. All that 
remains for us to do is to commit the body of our " brother beloved " 
to its last resting place-it is not death, it is only sleep to the believer
we sleep to wake in the morning refreshed; so with our brother on the 
resurrection morn. he will rise, and death will be swallowed up in victory. 
After prayer by Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Mitchell asked the friends to sing 
one verse of Montgomery's sweet hymn:-

'' For ever with the Lord, 
Amen, so let it be,' &c. 

It was a sacred pleasure to see so many aympathetic friends gathered on 
the occasion; among whom were Messrs. Adams (Highbury), C. Wilson 
(Dorset-square), G. Sawyer (Chadwell-street), Smith (Eltham), Wheeler, 
W. Lovegrove, and many other loving friends of the deceased. The 
pastor and deacons of Mount Zion, Chadwell-street, were most attentive 
to William during the whole of his illness. The week preceding our 
brother's departure Mr. Mitchell saw him on the Monday, Mr. Mote on 
the Thursday, and Mr. Sawyer on the Saturday. The following note 
gives us almost the closing scene of our departed brother, which must 
be read with special interest:-

" DEAR BROTHER 8.A.NKS,-According to your request I send you an 
account of my last interview with our late beloved brother Wm. Hazelton 
a few hours before his ransomed spirit took its departure for his 
glorious home. The nurse told me I could not see him, that he was 
dying; but, upon her asking my name, said that he had been inquiring 
for me; that if I would wait she would try and prepare him to see me. 
After some time had elapsed, I was introduced to his bedside. I stood 
for some time looking upon him; I supposed he had passed away. He 
opened his eyes, and knew me. I whispered in his ear:-

" Though painful at present, 
'Twill cease before long; 

And then, oh, how pleasant, 
The conqueror's song." 

Seeing he wanted to speak I put my ear to his mouth. He said: " 0 h, 
my dear brother, pray the Lord to take me home soon." I replied, "We 
did;" kissed his forehead, pressed his hand, and left him. It was the 
shortest visit I ever made, but a most blessed one. Upon leaving I had 
a few words with the nurse, I inquired if he had been patient. 8he 
replied, with much feeling, " Most patient.'' I remarked that "there 
was a needs-be that he should have come to the hospital. Yes, indeed, 
it was; for she had received much benefit herself.'' Now, my dear 
brother, make what use of these remarks you please. 

Yours in Christ Jesus, GEORGE SAWYER. 
103, Downham-road, N,, Jan. 17, 1891. 

Among those who followed were the widow, her son William, mother 
of deceased and his brothers J., H., F., and A. Hazelton; his sisters Mrs. 
Chifrers and the Misses Hazelton. and Mr. Chilvers; representatives of 
M.A.S.B.C. and S.B.M., Messrs. Mitchell, H. Hall, J. E. Hazelton, 
Reynolds, Wakelin and Riddle; friends, Mr., Mrs., and Miss Smith, 
Miss Donovan, M/ Howard, and Mrs Riddle. 
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PLAIN QUESTIONS FOR CALM CONSIDERA'rION. 
BY HENRY CousENS, BucKHURST HrLL, EssEx. 

IF good men choose to circulate broadcast diluted and deleterious 
theological teachings, old Bible students have an equal right to 

endeavour to publish divine truths. 
The reason for these questions being submitted for public con

sideration is, that a very large proportion of the doctrinal teachings 
which pass current throughout this country, supported by the corn
men dable zeal, energy, and labours of a multitude of very godly people 
with the very best of intentions, appear to lack the due announcement 
of such parts of Holy Scripture as are herein named, which, in fact, 
amounts to the secreting, evading, ignoring, or mystifying them in a 
great measure, to the expet·imental poverty of believers, and the mis
leading of general listeners in assemblies for public worship. 

Passing over just now the usually advocated Scriptural truths, which 
all Christians are cordially agreed upon (as a rule), and rejoice in the 
most extensive publication of, throughout the world, there are still some 
other very clearly revealed doctrines of vast importance, which are with
held to a large extent in the ministry of the Word. 

The present form of directing attention to this subject it is thought 
may prove cautionary, deterrent, regulative, or in some way instructive 
and beneficial, as Bible texts are quoted, which, of course, are worthy of 
all reverence and acceptation. 

Was the glorious plan of redemption and salvation of sinners by and 
through the Lo1d Jesus Christ, anciently designed to people heaven out 
of all nations, kindreds, peoples, and tongues, to the praise of J ehovah's 
glory, according to the riches of His grace, or is it contingent upon 
some conditions to be performed by sinners, and did ever one of them 
fulfil such conditions without the special aid of the Holy Ghost? (Eph. 
i. 3-7; 2 Tim. i. 9; 2 Thess. ii. 13; John i. 13, iii. 5-8; Jude, ver. l; 
Rev. vii. 9-17; Tit. i. 2). 

Is the sole meritorious basis of salvation, " the perfect work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ," co-equal in His divine nature with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, but complex God and man as Mediator? and did not all the acts of 
His sinless humanity derive an infinite value, worth, and validity from His 
divine nature, which will ever pass current in the court of heaven, as the 
Surety, Substitute, and Representative of His redeemed, according to 
the everlasting covenant, whereby Christ was constituted the head of 
His body, the Church, which He loved and gave Himself for, and pur
chased with His own blood? (Rom. v. 15-21; 1 Cor. i. 30; 2 Cor. v. 
21; John i. 1-3; 1 John v. 7; Heb. vii. 26; Col. i. 12-19; Heb. xiii. 
20; Acts xx. 28). 

Is "regeneration " the new creation work of God? or can the new birth 
be effected by all the human means, energies, persuasions, or influences 
of the best, most dutiful, or commendable kind possible to be used on 
behalf of any single person or persons? and when born again by the 
Holy Ghost, through or without such proper and excellent, or even indi
vidual incumbent endeavours, and the new birth being apparent and cer
tified by internal and external proofs according to the Scriptures,-do 
such again become un-regenerated, and require to be re-" born again," 
and yet possibly "again? " If so, who is to fix the moment when they are 
spiritually alive, or have once more become "dead in trespasses and 
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sins?" and what basis for hope or comfort does any person possess on 
such uncertain premises? (Eph. ii. 8-10, iv. 24; Phil. i. 6· Gal. vi. 
15; Rom. viii. 28-30; 1 Pet. ii. 9, v. 10; Acts xi. 21). ' 

Does the love of the Father, the worth and merits r,f the Son and the 
work of the Holy Ghost, refer to the same objects, and ensure the same 
ends, according to the ancient plan of redemption and salvation or is 
the everlasting covenant of indefinite intent, and unreliable as' to its 
purpose being perfectly accomplished? Can the shadow of precariousness 
or uncertainty be extracted by any process of human reasoning out of the 
terms, "eternal life" or "everlasting life?" ( 1 Pet. i 2-9; Heh. x. 10 
-14; John xvii. 24, xvii. 10; Matt. xxviii. 19; Acts ii. 33, ix. 31; Heh. 
xii. 23; John xiv. 2, 3; Col. iii. 3, 4). 

Did the Almighty Redeemer come into this world to save sinners, or 
only to place them in a salvable condition? If the latter be contended 
for, is the final salvation of a single individual reaching the age of 
responsibility ensured thereby? (Matt. i. 21; 1 Tim. i. 15). 

Does the Church of God, which Christ purchased with His own blood 
include the entire race of mankind, or only those persons who will b; 
finally saved. Can it be contended for, that the same atonement was 
made, ransom price paid, and obedience wrought, for all the Cains, Esaus, 
Pharoahs, Ahabs, Jezebels, Judas. Herods, Bonners, and those monsters 
and villains who have been caught by death, red banded, in the very act 
of wickedness, as for the Abels, Abrahams, Jacobs, Davids, Johns 
Peters, Pauls, and a.ll the eminent of godly report, wbo lived and died i~ 
the'Lord? (Mark x. 45; John x. 11, 14, 27, 28; Isa. liii. 11; John iii. 
14-17; 1 John v. 19; Epb. v. 25-27). 

Were the terms of God's acceptance of sinners in and through Christ 
a full satisfaction to the divine justice, and a complete conformity to the 
divine law, by the adorable head of His body the Church, which He loved 
and gave Himself for? and did He not give satisfaction to the sentence 
by suffering the tremendous penalty denounced, and fulfil the precept by 
yielding the sinless obedience required? (Rom. v. 8-11; Col. i. 21, 22; 
Isa. xlii. 21; 1 Pet. ii. 22-25: John xvii. 4, xix. 30). 

Is "Justification" more or less than the pardoning and accepting 
sinners through the infinite merits of Christ, and that herein God reckons 
the righteousness and obedience which Christ performed, as our own who 
practically by faith believe in Him? (Isa. liii. 11, lxi. 10; Rom. iv. 6-
8, iii. 22-24, iv. 25, v. 16-19; Phil. iii. 9). 

Is it possible to add anything to the perfect obedience of the Immaculate 
Saviour, from His birth to His death, as the foundation of the believer's 
hope? and are not all the vain pretensions of human qualifications as far 
beneath this divine obedience, and more inferior, than the light of a 
candle to the sun? (2 Pet. i. 17; Heb. vii. 26, 27; Rom. vii. 15; Ileb. 
x. 9). 

lf the facts of substituta·on, suretyship, and imputation be left out, 
what more ground is left for reliance on the ob~dience of_ ~hrist, than on 
the obedience of an archangel? and could Christ as a d1vme person (the 
complex in His person) bear the sin of others, and not do it perfectly 
away, and can they, whose guilt was punished in Christ. and whose sin is 
~.toned for by Him, pe~-~h eternally? ( Isa. lii~. 10: Heb. vii. 2 :2; Tit. 
11, U; Rom. v. 1, 2, vm. 33, 34, 38, 39; Rev. 1. 5, 6). 

Is it right to tell mixed congregations that the Holy Spirit is now 
F 
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striving in or with their hearts, and the Saviour is also present, wanting 
them to be His disciples, and to use conventional phrases in exhorting 
and appealing to the unconverted, which tend to derogate from the 
almightiness of the divine persons named, and in effect transpose the 
relative positions of the donor and the recipient, amounting to the vast 
difference between" Be merciful to me a sinner,'' and Allow me to be 
merciful to you a sinner? 

It is submitted that from the points referred to popular religious 
teachings have gone astray. That the precious Scriptures now quoted 
ought to have an undue prominence over any other divine truths is by 
no means advocated, but simply that they may not be withheld in sub
servience to any human creeds or systems. When such is the case, it is 
fairly contended that only a part of " the glorious gospel " is announced, 
and that the shelving of such portions of the Word of God tends to 
cripple and handicap many valuable and sincere Christian workers, and 
leave their audiences in a confused. and mystified condition of mind, 
which results in a very superficial knowledge of some of the most im
portant articles of "The faith once delivered to the saints." 

The plain questions now put for consideration may be sufficient for 
this brief paper, but in the absence of some more able correspondents 
continuing the subject, if it should be the wish of the Editor, the writer 
will with pleasure give his attention to the formulating of some "con
clusions" which are to be safely arrived at, in accordance with such parts 
of Holy Scripture as are here quoted for sure guidance. 

Meanwhile, it is asserted that no persons who have been favoured to 
experience their humbling, exalting, sanctifying influence can otherwise 
than rejoice in them, and wish to increasingly realise their enriching and 
hallowing power over their hearts and lives, to the praise and glory of 
God, and the benefit of their fellow men. 

Moreover, it is an incontrovertible fact that no persons whatsoever or 
whosoever, who sincerely repent of their sins, confessingly unto God, 
and earnestly pray for mercy and forgiveness, through the great,and 
adorable Lord Jesus Christ, shall ever be refused or denied-no, not one 
single individual, according to the divine Scriptures. Hallelujah. 

A VICTORIOUS PE OP LE. 
A SCRIPTURE 1'TUDY. 

BY s. T. BELCHER. 

"Ga.d, a troop shall overcJme him; but he sha.11 overcome at la.st."-Gen. 
::tlix. 19. 

GAD means, a band, happy, or armed and prqJared. 
I. God's people are a band. Whose souls are bound in the bundle 

of life (1 Sam. xxv. 29). Whose bands of sin and death are burst (Psa. 
cvii. 14). Whose yoke of bondage God bath broken (Lev. xxvi. 13). 
Whose band of wickedness is now undone (Isa. lviii. 6). Who are drawn 
by a band of love (Hos. xi. 4). Who are by one head (Col. ii. 19). 
Whose Captain is the Lord Jehovah (Heb. ii. 10). Past, present, and 
future believers will all form one band, all baptized into one body, all 
clot.bed by one righteousness, all accepted in Christ, " builded together 
for an habitation of God through one spirit." 
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II. God's peor.~e are a happy band,_becanse they are saved by the 
Lord (Deut. xxxm. 29). Whose God 1s the Lord (Psa. cxliv. 15). 
Whose help is in the God of ,Jacob (Psa. cxlvi. 5). Wbo doeth the 
Lord's will (Job xiii. 17). Who suffer for righteousness sake (1 Pet. iii. 
14). Whose walk condemneth them not (Rom. xiv. 22). Who feareth 
the Lord always (Prov. xxviii. 14). "Yea, happy is that people that is 
in such a case ; yea, hai;py is that people whose God is the Lord" (Psa. 
cxliv. Hi). 

III. God's people are an armed band, having Christ's salvation for 
an helmet ( Eph. vi. 17 ). Christ's righteousness for a breastplate (Eph. 
vi. 14). Christ's truth their girdle of strength (Eph. vi. 14). Christ's 
faith their shield of defence (Eph. vi. 16J. Christ's word their aggres
sive weapon (Eph. vi. 17). Christ's peace their daily walk (Eph. vi. 15 ). 
Christ"s spirit their motive power (Eph. vi. 18). Wherewith they stand 
against the wiles of the devil. 

IV. God's people are a prepared band. Which God hath afore pre
pared unto glory (Rom. iv. 23). With a city prepared for eternal 
association (Heb. xi. 16). With a way prepared to reach it (Isa. !vii. 
14). With a mansion prepared to dwell in (,Job. xiv. 3). With a table 
J>repared to feaet at (Psa. xxiii. 5). With a heart prepared to enjoy it 
(Psa. xlvii. 7). With a way prepared to walk in (Eph. ii. 10). 

V. God's people are a fighting band. They wrestle against wicked
ness in high places (Eph. vi. 12). They are led by a spiritual Captain 
{Heb. ii. 10). They march to a spiritual certain sound (l Cor. xiv. 8). 
They fight with spiritual weapons ( 2 Cor. xviii. 4). They have spiritual 
strength in weakness (2 Cor. xii. 9 ). They overcome by the blood of 
the Lamb (Rev. xii. 11). They are crowned with eternal glory (1 Pet. 
v. 4). 

VI. God's people are certain of vu;tory, because their Captain has 
already overcome ( Col. ii. 15). Satan himself in the wilderness (:iVIa.tt. iv. 
1-11). Satan's emissaries in the Synagogue (Luke iv. 35). Satan's 
stronghold (death) at Bethany (Job. xi. 43, 44). Satan's victory (the 
grave) by rising from it ( 1 Cor. xv. 55 ). Made a show of Satan's defeat 
openly ( Col. ii. 15 ). And put all things under his feet ( Eph. i. 29). 

This He did-I. By His spotless innocence. 2. By His perfect obedi
ence. 3. By His atoning suffering. 4. By His substitutionary death. 
5. By His resurrection. 6. By His ascension. 7. By His exaltation. 

NOTES ON THE LIFE AND LABOURS OF THE LATE 
JOHN SLATE ANDERSON. 

BY G. RUFFELL. 

(Continued from p. 24.) 
PART II. 

IN the obituary article in the "Baptist Handbook, 1889," p. 135, it is 
stated that Mr. Anderson removed from Zion Chapel, Deptford, or 

New Cross (for the terms are interchangeable, the chapel bein_g not more 
than three minutes' walk from the Broadway, Deptford, and m the New 
Oross-road 1, to Zion Chapel, Bradford. It is also stated that he met 
with little encouragement there. This is quite a misapprehension, for 
Mr. Anderson received every encouragement from man. The greatest. 
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kindness was manifested towards him, both personally and officially. He
was very popular with the good people at Trinity, and when he resigned 
a paper containing many influential signatures was sent to him 
earnestly requesting him to stay. They made him promise, however: 
that he would preach for them once every year, which he did uninter
ruptedly, and many and life-long were the friendships which he formed 
at Bradford. 

In the year 18i6, when the 
ENLARGEMENT AND ALTERATIONS OF THE CHAPEL 

were in progress, Mr. Anderson visited Bradford, and collected a hand
some sum in aid of the building fund. 

The Voice of Truth, which had been successfully edited by Mr. 
Roddy, Mr. W. Palmer (the renowned scribe of Homerton-row) and 
Mr. J. E. Bloomfield, was at this time conducted by Mr. Anderson'. But 
soon after his return from Bradford a private meeting was held at Dept
ford respecting the amalgamation of the two magazines, viz., The Gospel 
Herald and The Voice of Truth, which was eventually effected. 

A new edition of Stevens's selection was edited by Mr. Anderson, and 
published by a committee of Zion's friends. It happened on this wise. 
In 18i5 the cause at Meard's-court was getting very low. Churches. 
that had adopted the hymn-book were running short; besides, a need 
was felt for a shilling edition, and there was no one left of Mr. Stevens's 
flock who took an interest in the matter save Mr. Roddy, but what 
could he do alone ? 

At this juncture Mr. J. T. Briscoe, who was then pastor at Meard's
court, took the matter in hand. Representatives from several of the 
London Churches where the book was used were invited to the pastor'!! 
vestry at Salem, when Mr. Briscoe solemnly read over the new hymns 
which he proposed to insert. These gentlemen not being very critical 
or combative (at the time at least), Mr. Briscoe pulled the book through 
to his own satisfaction, omitting about forty of Kent's superlapsarian 
hymns and putting all Mr. Stevens's together at the end. The first 
thonsand was printed by Briscoe and Sons, and at a Church meeting at 
Deptford we were asked to adopt the book, especially as five hymns 
of Mr. Anderson's were inserted in that new edition. The Church 
warmly and unanimously voted against doing so, and thereupon elected 
a hymn-book committee, requesting the pastor to undertake the
editorial work in connection therewith. How this succeeded is evidenced 
by the number of Churches both in London and the provinces that have 
since adopted this selection, and the satisfactory manner in which the 
work was brought out. Our senior deacon, the late Mr. Wm. Matthews. 
had under God much to do with its continued success. The five hymns 
above referred to of Mr. Anderson's are Nos. 247, 276, 387, 845, and 
925 of Stevens's selection as now in use. 

MR. ANDERSON'S PREACHING 

was characteriseci by great plainness of speech. Allied to this, however, 
was another quality: he was pictorial. Addison has somewhere said in 
bis Spectator "that it is the faculty of true geniu~ to make thin~a 
obvious." This Mr. Anderson had a happy way of domg. Such was his 
simplicity of style and expression that the meanest. cap~city could ~ot 
fail to understand him. He would generally begm with some trite 
saying or well-known text, as : '' The Old Testament is the New with a 
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veil on, and the New Testament is the Old with the veil off." The 
ingenious prescription for preachers was natural to him-

" Begin low, go on slow; 
Rise higher, and take fire." 

His opening sentences were designed to interest the most listless hearer: 
the subsequent ones to influence. The beginning of a sermon might 
be poetical or descriptive ; it might abound with pleasing pictures and 
imagery-the play of the mind sporting in shallow waters-until his 
hearers' attention was fully secured, when he would "fetch his know
ledge from afar ascribing righteousness to his Maker,'' and leaving us at 
the close under the influence of a delightful and heavenly calm, con
straining us to exclaim:-

" Our willing souls would stay 
In such a frame as this, 

And sit and sing themselves away, 
To everlasting bliss." 

One occasion we particularly remember when the place seemed to 
us like the tabernacle of old. The text was from Isa. !iii. It was not 
the depths nor heights, but the common level where the sheep and 
lambs alike love to feed Lhat his ministry traversed. Well-worn tracks 
under his guidance were found to yield many a sweet morsel. 

Speaking with him once about a sermon from Ruth ii. a, " At 
meal-time come thou hither," &c. (a sketch of which was put in the 
Silent Messenger under the title, "Meal-times "-most of the articles in 
'the Messenger were sketches of sermons): "Yes," he said, "I always 
try to have a taking title." It was his office to catch souls. He was 
an adroit :fisherman, and net-mending is an important branch of that 
business (Matt. iv. 21 ; Mark i. 19). One who sat under his ministry 
for many years thus described her experience of it : "A sunny sylvan 
spot : the birds singing, the flowers blooming, and waters rippling." 
His preaching was certainly of a comforting tendency. He was a true 
Barnabas. His, we might say, favourite theme-the theme upon which 
he always seemed most happy-was Christ exalted, Christ at God"s right 
hand, from such texts as : " They shall see His face " ; " I go to 
prepare a place for you" ; "Having obtained eternal redemption for 
us'' (1. Redemption obtained; 2. The Redeemer enthroned) ; "Behold 
I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing on the right 
hand of God '' ; " So then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, He 
was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God " ; " To 
'him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne : even as 
I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne " ; 
" And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the 
breastplate of judgment upon his heart when he goeth in unto the 
holy place for a memorial before the Lord continually." At which 
times he would appositely introduce one or two favourite verses of 
Watts, as:-

"0 for a sight, a pleasing sight, 
Of our Almighty Father's throne ! 

There sits our Saviour, crowned with light, 
Clothed in a body like our own. 

Adoring saints around Him stand, 
And thrones and powers before Him fall, 

The God shines gracious through the man, 
And sheds sweet glories on them all." 
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It is a singular fact that, though a poet himself1 his attempts to 
quote off-hand in the pulpit generally ended in a compromise, or a 
paraphrase. His longest quotation of this kind was from Wesley's 
hymns, which it would seem had been blessed to him in his early 
days. He would quote the following frequently and with much 
feeling:-

" And can it be that I should gain 
An interest in the Saviour's blood? 

Died He for me who caused His pain ? 
For me who Him to death pursued? 

Amazing love I how can it be 
That Thou, my God, should'st die for me1 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
Fast bound in sin and nature's night, 

Thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray, 
I woke ; the dungeon flamed with light, 

Mv chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee." 

A. very favourite text that he would often quote was Acts xvii. 26. 
" And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on 
all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed 
and the bounds of their habitation." This text unfolds two subjects 
which he loved to comment upon-(1) The universal brotherhood of 
all men, and (2) The special providence that encompass the saints. 
Some pastors are excellent preachers but poor rulers. Mr. Anderson 
had the qualification of a bishop in an eminent degree, and seldom was 
his ruling questioned. He was a fatherly pastor. Rebuking, though at 
times necessary, was painful work to him. He had his infirmities, of 
course, and they were often very candidly confessed and grotesquely 
enumerated, but he was never little. Reflections on brother ministers 
never disfigured his sermons. Witty sayings, when presiding or speaking 
at public meetings, he could and did give, but his witticisms were 
generally seasonable. 

(To be continued.) 

"DIVINE CONSOLATION."* 
BY CIU.RLES MASTERSON, PASTOR, BOND-STREET, BRIGHTON. 

"Fear thou not, for I am with thee," &c.-Isa. xii. 10. 

IN commencing the labours of another year, we feel that our mind 
has been directed to a very sweet and suitable portion of God's 

Word; and may it serve not only as a watchward at the beginning of the 
year, but prove as a sheet-anchor to our souls amidst all the changes by 
which we may be exercised throughout the year. With such a portion 
as this, we may, with buoyant spirit, confident hope, steady tread, un
flagging zeal, and burning love and devotion, enter upon the duties, the 
difficulties, the joys, and sorrows of another year. What cause have we 
for alarm if God speaks to us even as He did to His ancient people by 
the mouth of His prophet? "Fear thou not, for I am with thee," &c., 
we say to His ancient people, for we must bear in mind this cluster of 
precious promises is not spoken to the world at large, but to that portion 

• Pre,whed Jan. 4. 1891. Taken d~wn in 8horthand by Mr. '!'reliving. 
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of it, chosen, redeemed, and called. To the spiritual seed of Abraham
in other words, to true believers in Christ, who, like Abraham, are friends 
of God, for they think friendly of God, they speak friendly to God, and 
act friendly towards God. Oh, what a glorious privilege to be of that 
number to whom Jehovah says: "Fear thou not, for I am with thee." 

I. Let us notice in the first place some of the cause.~ of the believer'.~ 
fears. They are various and many. " Fear thou not" is an expression 
frequently occurring in the Word of God, and there is no less than sixty 
admonitions addressed in Scripture to God's people against their fears. 
And what does this prove or indicate? Their proneness to apprehension, 
and the groundlessness of their alarm. If we really understand our 
grace position, we shall at once see that there is no ground for our fears; 
there is no reason why we should be apprehensive that anything that 
will transpire shall prove detrimental to our spiritual and eternal inte
rests; for, however dark the night may be, however rough the road may 
be in which we are called to travel, and however apparently conflicting 
providences may be, baffling our thoughts and staggering our faith, God 
says, "Fear thou not, for I am with thee." 

The causes of the believer's fears are sometimes purely spiritual. In 
point of experience, what a strange scene presents itself? What clouds 
of guilt and unbelief gather around him to darken his prospects? The 
sky of his evidences is overspread, so that he cannot read his title clear, 
becomes apprehensive lest, after all, he should prove a castaway, be made 
manifest as only a mere professor. We are not surprised at this kind oi' 
experience, which more or less is the lot of all God's people, when we 
remember that there are two contending principles within, corruption 
and grace, light and darkness, love and hatred, God and the devil, so to 
speak, in the same heart of the same person. But to particularise. 

The timid child of God is so afraid lest he should not be amongst the 
chosen number, not really converted, a conversion the outcome of 
regeneration; fears lest his spot be not the spot of God's children, have no 
interest in the covenant of grace, nor in a state of justification before 
God; and as for sanctification he fears it is quite at a standstill, if it 
ever were begun; he feels so much sin within him, and everything he 
does appears so unholy; again, if he indeed has begun the race, he fears 
that he shall never hold out and on to the end. 

But to proceed, temporal things as well as spiritual give rise to fears. 
But He says, " Fear not ; I am with thee to provide for thee.'' Has it 
not been so in the past ? and shall it not be so in the future ? He who 
sustained the Jews with manna from the clouds, fed Elijah by ravens, 
and multiplied the widow's oil and meal, will not be unmindful of His 
people now. 

Do the perplexities of the way excite fear ? " Fear not ;_ I am with 
thee to guide thee." We know not what the year upon which we have 
just entered may bring forth ; but if the lord be with us, whether we 
have joy or sorrow, prosperity or adversity, ~t w~ll be well. "I am_ with 
thee'' to aid thee in all thy labours and obligat10ns, to keep thee m all 
dangers of the way, to comfort thee in trial, and sanctify to thee thy 
deepest distress. . 

Death is a trying hour, and _that hour may come_ to us dnrmg the 
present year; but if the Lord be with us we may say with Dr. Grosvenor, 
"I can smile on death if God smiles upon me." 
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Look now at the ground of encouragement we have here-" Fear thou 
not, for I am with thee." 0 what delightful words! in which we have 
the promise of the Divine presence-not so much His essential presence 
which fills all space, but. His special, gracious presence-as the covenant 
God of His people. It means that He will manifest Himself in saving 
mercy to the souls of His people, agreeable to His own promise : " And 
I will see you again, and your hearts shall rejoice.'' Blessed be His 
name we have not been without these manifestations of His grace, and 
we may rest assured He will continue to be mindful of His covenant 
still to do His people good. His presence beloved is more than enough 
to dissipate the gloom and chase all fear away ; for what evil is there 
which He cannot prevent, and what good is there which He cannot 
command ? What need have we to fear, as we think of the future, 
ha,ing such a Companion, Friend, Guide, Protector ? 

His presence includes His care; for the boundless resources of His 
nature and every perfection of His character are employed for their 
benefit. 

Mercifully spared to commence another new year, may we hear the 
Lord speaking to us now: "Fear thou not, for I am with thee." What 
peace it brings to ~he mind ! what comfort to the heart ! what fortitude 
and joy to the soul ! God grant that it may be a year of great grace 
and of abounding spiritual prosperity to His people everywhere. For 
Christ's sake, amen. 

"BE CAREFUL FOR NOTHING.''-PmL. rv. 6. 
BY GEORGE B.A.NKS, PASTOR, WILLENH.A.LL. 

REMEMBERING that these are inspired words, we learn that it is the 
will of our Heavenly Father that His children should not have a 

needless care. Life under the happiest circumstances is sufficiently 
burdened without our adding an unnecessary load. 

"Be careful for nothing." We must, however, distinguish between 
carefulness and carelessness. We rnust not be careless with regard to 
prayer; "but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanks
giving, let our requests be made known unto God." If we come not to 
the well, we cannot hope to be refreshed. Oh ! to be more constant and 
comprehensive in prayer; to take everything to the Lord in prayer; the 
little worries as well as the great conflicts-the daily needs as well as the 
soul's salvation. Neither must we be careless in our deportment; for we 
read: "These things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which 
have belie,·ed in God might be careful to maintain good works." Nor 
will carelessness with regard to our daily callings be in harmony with 
divine providence, seeing we are exhorted to be, "Not slothful in 
business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord." 

The real sentiment of the words seems to be: "In nothing be unduly 
anxious with an anxiety that is distrustful either of His providence or 
His grace." We mistake when we attempt to run before the Lord. 
If the way be uncertain and the light obscured, it is infinitely better to 
"stand still "-not in a stoical indifference, but in loving trustfulness-
" and see the salvation of the Lord." . 

Our God having interposed for us in the past we are bound to witness 
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fo His tender care. " He found us in a desert land, and in the waste 
howling wilderness; He led us about; He instructed us; He kept us a~ 
the apple of His eye." Hence it ill becomes to act as though He had no 
care for us. "Cast all your care upon Him, for He careth for you." 

Did not Jesus show His care for the temporal, as well as the spiritual, 
needs of His disciples at the sea of Tiberias ? Being of a doubtful mind 
-respecting the resurrection of the Lord, they abandoned their new calling 
and returned to their own craft. No wonder that " that night they 
-caught nothing." Who can prosper when he deserts his Master ? But, 
oh, Jesus had not forsaken them. He stood on the sea-shore and knew 
-all about their fruitless toil. He was too faithful to leave them destitute 
of a morning meal. "Children, have ye any meat ? " said He. " They 
answered Him, No." He then directed them in the casting of their 
nets, and, obeying Him, a great haul rewarded their obedience. And as 
.they stepped on the shore, "they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid 
,thereon, and bread." "Come and dine," said the Lord; and no doubt 
that morning meal, so wondrously prepared on the sea-shore, was a very 
sweet repast. 

Ah ! child of God, these are the things your Lord is preparing for 
_you-bread, fish, and coals of fire. "He knoweth that ye have need of 
these things. Thy bread shall be given ; thy water shall be sure." 

"Be careful for nothing." A hard lesson to learn, and still harder 
to practice. But His grace is sufficient for even this, and then great 
will be the benefits flowing from this happy state of mind. Such sweet 
,confidence in God will save us from unnecessary trouble, and gi,e us a 
blessed tranquility in the soul. And this calmness shall be granted us 
·even in the midst of surrounding adversity. "Blessed is the man that 
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is : for he shall be as a 
tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, 
and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green ; and 
shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from 
yielding fruit." " Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
-stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." 

MRs. CoLLS, TII:t LATE BELOVED WIFE OF L. H. CoLLs, 
Pasto,• rf Martyrs' Memorial, Beccle.~. (See E. V. ,I· G. 11.. iSDO, page 392). 

DEAR MR. WINTERs,-I now endeavour to write an account of my dearly 
beloved wife's last days. I am conscious of my inability to do this, for 
who can fully describe such sacred scenes ! How sweetly true are the 

1lines :-
"Jesus can make a dying bed 

As soft as downy pillows are." 

At any rate it was so with my dearest one. Truly at eventide it was light. 
I have frequently thought since how very gently and really the Lord 
•prepared her for the end. Grace most blessedly finished the wor~ which 
·had from a child dwelt in her heart. She had never been the subJect of a 
morbid experience, but her union with Christ manifested itself in a life 
full of sunsbine for others. Neither was she allowed to fretfully cry, 
. ., Let me die '• for even in this world there was much of sanctified 
"happiness, and to her the ways of grace were paths of pleasantness 
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and peace. Hence she fervently hoped and prayed that for a little longer 
she might minister as a loving mother to her darling children, and as 
an affectionate helpmeet to the writer. We shall never forget the hour when 
it became necessary to inform her of the doctor's decision, which was 
about a fortnight previous to her death. Oh! how brightly did Divine 
grace shine then. When informed that there was no hope, her thought 
was for others. " What will you do and the dear children P " she said,_ 
and burst into tears. Then she cried, " Lord, help me;" and how 
speedily the Lord heard that cry, for [in a few minutes she spoke in
the language of gracious submission, and desired to do her Father's 
will. A most touching scene then followed, for my beloved one then 
desired to see her little pets, and told them that "she was going to 
be with Jesus." Jesus had now spoken the all-conquering word, "Peace 
be still,'' ar:.d there was a great calm. 'l'he days that followed were 
those of intense longing to depart and to be with Christ. There was a 
heavenly attractiveness about those tranquil hours which drew many to 
her dying bed. The words which fell from her lips are as fragrant to 
many as when first spoken. About a week before my beloved said fare
well to us I sang the beautiful lines through, commencing-

" There is a better world they say, 
Oh I so bright." 

Evidently they were very precious to her, for not many days after she 
awoke full of anticipations of bar heavenly home, and making some 
allusion to the hymn above mentioned, she replied, "Ah! I have not 
lost their sweetness yet." Then she said, "I am on the Rock, the Rock 
of Ages, and sang in a never-to-be-forgotten manner:-

" On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand ; 
A.11 other ground is shifting sand." 

She then said, "I have been over the threshold, but there was a veil. 
between; one took hold of one of my hands, and another took hold of the 
other." Well might she so long after such glimpses to cross at once the 
borderland, and many a time did she beg of the writer and others to ask 
the Lord to come and fetch her. But I told her as gently a1:1 I could that 
I could not ask the Lord to hurry her away, and not long afterwards she 
awoke from a sleep and said with tears, "Oh, how selfish I have been in. 
wanting so to go," and the last two or three days were passed most happily 
and peacefully. Death was completely robbed of all terror, its sting was gone
for her, and she could be at times most pleasant even while lingering on 
the brink. The prospect of reunion in heaven filled her with joy, and she 
said to her aunt, who was weeping when she heard her cry, " Come, Lord 
Jesus, come quickly, and take mP, home."; "·what are you crying for P you, 
onght to rejoice; you'll soon come. I shall meet you; I shall meet you.,,_ 
At another time she said, "I can't think why the Lord doesn't take me;. 
there must be so many going." She frequently spoke of her beloved's. 
first text," Jesus only," and alluded to his great anxiety, which she so well 
recalled even when leaving us for that world 

"Where congregations ne'er break up, 
A.nd Sabbaths have no end." 

During the last few hours of her life here her countenance was radiant 
with heavenly light and expectancy. When she was granted a few 
moments of consciousness she looked upon us with eyes filled with other 
than heavenly light, and her smiles at such seasons will never be for
gotten. It was when she was just entering the chill waters that I h~ard 
her say very quietly, "Yea, I will uphold thee." But sharp convul~10ns
interrupted the otherwise easy passage, and after the last of these painful 
scenes she said with such emphasis, " He is precious; Oh I yes." And 
then came her last message, her dying charge to the o~e.so dear to her,. 
" Be earnest, my dear," alluding to the work of the mm1stry. Shortly 
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after these word!! the weary beloved one laid her head upon her Saviour's 
breast, and 

" Breathed her life out sweetly there." 
Ah! there are deep waters to pass through for those whom she has left, 
but blessed be God for such a legacy as sl::e has left us, and may our last 
end be like hers. 

My darling one was interred in the Beccles Cemetery on Monday, July 
13th, when the town seemed moved in the remarkable expression of 
sympathy. My own beloved friends at Martyrs' Memorial left nothing 
undone, but by nearly every mem berof the Church being present, the beloved 
deacons and Sunday-school teachers following, and beloved brethren 
Bland, Boutell, and Dearle, to~ether with the Congregational minister, 
Mr. Muncnster, and Mr. Crawshaw, the Wesleyan minister, attending. A 
short but helpful service was held at the house, and a most impressive 
service was conducted at the cemetery by Mr. Bland. "There is a fountain 
filled with blood" was sung at the cemetery at the dying request of my 
beloved one. On the following Sunday Brother Bland preached a memorial 
sermon from the words, " He is precious," when the draped platform and 
large congregation testified to the deep respect and love felt for the dear 
departed one. Our desire is that grace may be given to us to support and 
sanctify, and that we may experience the peaceful spirit of the Saviour's 
words, " Thy will be done." L. H. CoLLS. 

MR. JOHN FREEMAN. 

From notes on the life and death of the late Mr. John Freeman, of St. 
Neots, Hunts, kindly forwarded by our dear brother Mr. W. Barnard (of 
Great Staughton, and deacon of the Strict Baptist Church at St. N eots). 
We regret to learn that our dear friend Mr. Freeman died Dec. 8th 1890, 
aged 86 years. He was brought to a saving knowledge of the Lord under 
the fruitful ministry of Mr. George Murrell, when preaching one week
night in the village where be resided. The principal part of the service 
which arrested bis mind was the hymn given out by Mr. Murrell 
beginning-" Thus far my God has led me on," &c., and especially 
the last line of the third verse, "An absent God I often mourn." 
Mr. Murrell paused at the end of the verse, and then said (several 
times), " I am afraid there is some one present who bas never mourned an 
absent God,'' &c. Mr. Freeman felt that he was that one who had never 
"mourned an absent God;" and thought that the minister's eyes were 
fixed on him all through the service. He was then led to seek earnestly 
for mercy at the throne of grace, and wanted not again his dear mother's 
persuasion to get him to chapel as at the first. He was then about '27 
years of age. The burden of sin was a great trouble to him; but bis soul 
was much relieved by a sermon from the words, "This poor man cried, 
and the Lord beard him,'' &c. The exercises of his soul were afterwards 
very great. He was, however, much blest one Sunday morning from the 
words, "They that fear the Lord spake often one to another," &c. ; and 
to his great surprise, Mr. Murrell took those very words for bis text the_ 
same morning, which helped and encouraged him much. The experience 
of his neice, which she related to him, comforted his mind greatly. He_ 
then attended the Sunday morning 7 o'clock prayer-meeting, and other 
services of the day, although he had a long way to walk to the chapel. 
He was baptized by Mr. Murrell, Aug. 7th, 1838. Thus he had been in 
membership of the Church at St. Neots 52 years. In 1863 he was chosen, 
deacon, and had, therefore, tilled his sacred office well for 27 years. Mr. 
Barnard visited Mr. Freeman the Lord's-day before his death, and as he 
opened the door, Mr. Freeman said, " I have been waiting to hear your 
footstep ever since the clock struck 12. I want to tell you what sweet 
fellowship I have had with the Lord the time you have been at chapel; 
and I have been looking back the way the Lord bas led me, and am very 
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grateful for His goodness to me both temporally and spiritually.'' Other 
friends visi_ted dec~ased a~d gener9:lly found him in a sweet and happy 
frame of mmd. His remams ,vere mterred on Saturday, Dec. 13th, in St. 
Neots Cemetery. Mr. Jull conductedashortservice in the chapel on account 
of the unfavourable weather, and spoke a few words at the grave. Mr. J ull 
·also preached a_ funeral serm?n on the following Sunday morning from 
the words, " This poor man crrnd," &c., als0 2 Oor. v. 1. Mention of the 
deceased was made by the preacher during the service in a very kind 
manner, and the sermon was much appreciated. 

MRS. MARY BUTCHER. 
DEAR Mr. WINTERS,-ln the January of1874 was noticed in your magazine 

the happy departure of my beloved brother, Mr. John Allder. My dear 
sister, Mrs. Mary Butcher, sweetly entered her eternal rest on Tuesday 
evening, November 25th, 1890, in the sixty-first year of her age. Earlv in 
life she was brought through a very deep law work in her soul but after 
much anguish of mind and wrestling before God for deliverance He in love 
to her soul, liberated her from all law charges, and set her fr~e fr~m the 
following words: "And in that day thou shalt say, 0 Lord, I will praise 
Thee; though Thou wast angry with me, Thine anger is turned away, and 
Thou comfortedst me" (Isa. xii. 1). She then clearly felt the dear Lord to 
be her Priest, Sacrifice, and Intercessor, which enabled her, by precious 
faith, to rely wholly upon His finished work. Her illness (br0nchitis) was 
very brief, being only two days confined to her room. She appeared 
greatly blessed by the continued visits of her precious Lord Jesus, who 
sweetly illuminated the gloomy valley of the shadow of death. Several 
words dropped from her lips, expressing her hope and confidence in God: 
"The Lord is good,'' "Bless the Lord," "Blessed be God," &c., &c. The 
morning of the day she died, on our beloved pastor entering the room, 
she turned her languid eyes, and said: "Mr. Dolbey, I am disappointed ; 
I thought I was going home; I was very near the kingdom. Oh, I am 
grievously disappointed; I do hope the Lord will give me patience to wait 
His will, and not let me be rebellions." She then sank into, what I 
thought, a quiet and peaceful sleep for a little more than six hours, and 
at the expiration of which, with three deep sighs, her ransomed soul 
immediately fled to behold her glorious Redeemer face to face, there to 
range at large in all the heights and depths of infinite love and mercy, 
and unite in that one harmonious song: "Unto Rim that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood," &c. 
"I ask them whence their victory came, j A.scribe their conquest to the Lamb, 

They, with united breath, Their triumphs to His death." 
S. E. A. 

MRS. s. M. BARMORE. 
With deep regret we have to record the death of our sister in the Lord 

Susannah Mary, for nearly fifty years, the beloved wife of our esteemed 
brother James Barmore, who for many years has served as a deacon at 
the Church meeting at Homerton Row. She was born ,January 4th, 1821, 
and entered into her rest December 4th, 1890. She was baptized by the 
late William Palmer, on Lord's-day, February 23rd, 1862, and walked for 
29 years a respected and consistent member of the Church, filling her 
place as far as health and circumstances permitted, and by wise counsel 
and ready help did what she could to support and uphold the cause. She 
was firm and decided when once convinced. Those words of her Master, 
"What is that to thee? follow thou Me," bad a great influence over her, 
and caused her to seek baptism and cast in her lot with the people of God. 
Her last illness was very distressing ; her poor mind gave way so that she 
could not give the testimony she would otherwise have done. But 
however desirable a testimony at the last may be, a long life of patient 
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loving trust is even more satisfactory. The day before her departure her 
son sought to ascertain the state of her mind, her replies were more con
nected and marked the evidence of life. It might truly be said, " unto the 
upright there ariseth a light in darkness." Her remains were taken to 
the chapel, Homerton Row, on Wednesday, December 10th. Past and 
present friends assembled in large numbers to pay their last tribute or 
respect. The remains were interred in the Chingford Mount Cemetery by 
S. T. Belcher, who also conducted the service in the chapel. We left her 
body in the grave in a sure and certain hope of a joyful resurrection. 

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PE:N". 
Poet, Preacher, and Evangeliat-The and Light, always full of fresh and in

Reverend Charles Waters Banks. By teresting tidings of good. The Re.!Jular 
Adeline Marv Banks. London: Robert Baptist Magazine we hail at all times 
Banks and Son, Racquet-court, Fleet- with great pleasure. The Surrey Tabe,·
street. Price 3s. 6d. This interesting nacle Witness, ever full of savoury meat 
work contains much valuable information such as our soul loves. The Gospel 
on the life and labours of the late Charles Magazine, a casket of precious jewels. 
Waters Banks, whose memory we love The IJay Star, although not a Strict and 
and cherish. The book is beautifully Particular Baptist paper, there is much 
printed, and bound in cloth, gilt. The good reading in it We are pleased ta 
photographicportraitofMr.C. W.Banks, see what is going on in Tasmania, 
given as a frontispiece, is excellent. The Quarterly Record of the Trinitarian 

The Struetur, and Study of the Word of Bible Society, worthy of universal 
God. By George Pung, Norwich. Lon- patronage. The Silent Messenger. This 
don: W. Wileman, 27, Bauverie-street, ably edited serial will be found of very 
Fleet-stred. Price ld. We have read great service to Sunday-school workers. 
this pamphlet with more than ordinary "Notes on the Lessons," excellent. 
pleasure and profit. It is crammed from Published monthly, price ld. Con,eera• 
beginning to end with weighty and valu- tion, most attractive in its new :form. 
able instruction, and is loyal to God and The Magazine and Book Review, very 
truth. The quality of the matter is good interesting. The Calvinistic Pulpit con
and well worth the money, It deserves tains three good sound Gospel sermons, 
a very wide circulation. and the price is cnly one penny. The 

To the Glory of God; .A New Year's P,·otestant Observer. All persons inte
Letter. By Pastor W. Rowton Parker, rested in Evangelical Protestantism 
Crowle, Doncaster. To be had of the should read this paper, price ld. The 
Author, price ld., or in packets of 12, Banner of Israel. The very best publica
post free, ls. A thoroughly good pas- tion extant on the Lost Tribes of Israel. 
toral letter, brimful of interesting and Weekly, price ld.; monthly pnrts, id. 
profitable reading. Cheering Word•, only one half-penny. 

MAGAZISEs.-.Australian Particula,.. Annual volume for 1890, ls., post free 
Baptist Jfagazine. Laden as usual with ls. 2d. To be had of R. Banks and Son. 
vital and precious Gospel truths. Life Racquet-court, Fleet-street, London. · 

============== 
PRAISE. 

LinC8 composed by a sister in the Lord and read by Mr. Stephenson, on the occa.sion of the third 
anniversary of th, cause of God, held at the Foresters' Hall, Hui!. 

WE praise Thee for Thy goodness Lord, We praise Thee for the privilege 
Thy mercy would we sing; Of searching in Thy Word; 

Oh may our heart in tune be found, And seeking 11s for jewels rare, 
As we adore our King. Grant us more light, 0 Lord. 

We praise Thee for Thy goodness past, Anoint Thy servants with fresh oil, 
And for Thy watchful care; May they glad t1dmgs tell, 

For all Thy mercies manifold, And rublish through another year,. 
Through this another year. "Thou hast done all thmgs well. 

We praise Thee that Thou hast preserved, And may great grace on each one rest 
This corner of ·Thy land, Make each a frwtful tree; 

And for three years hast kindly led, May not a barren one be found 
With Thine Almighty hand. (All pnuse, 0 Lord, to Thee). 

We praise Thee for the Gospel sound, And grant that we mcrea.srngly, 
So gracious, full, and freo; Thy precepts ~ay ful.tll, 

So suited to the sinner's case. And as we on hfe s Journey go, 
All praise, O Lord, to Thee. Delight to do Thy will. 

Now may the grace of Jesns Christ 
On each one even rest. 

Th~ Father's love and Spirit's seal 
May all be richly blest. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL. 

The IGth anniversary services were 
held on January 11th and !Hth. On 
Sunday, 11 th, sermons were preached, 
morning and evening, by Mr. Cornwell, 
pastor and superintendent. A children's 
ser,ice was held in the afternoon. 
Several recitations were given by Mr. 
Guille, the secretary. The children sang 
a selection of hymns at each service. 

On Tuesday, the 13th, a sermon was 
preached in the afternoon by Mr, 0. S. 
Dalbey, of the Surrey Tabernacle. 

A public meeting was held in the 
evening: Mr. Piggott in the chair. The 
children were examined on Green's 
system, and both minister and friends 
were delighted with the way the chil
dren answered the questions and sang 
the hymns. Messrs. Sears, Herring, 
Harsant. Osmond. and Cornwell ad
dressed the meeting. The chairman, 
besides his donation, promised the chil
dren a dozen Bibles as a present to those 
who had answered so well. It was a 
very encouraging meeting, closing with 
"All hail the power of Jesu's name." 
Collection, £12 3s. 9d. The secretary's 
report was received with satisfaction. 
"Praise God from whom all blessings 
'fl.ow."-R. GUILLE. 

PENROSE - STREET SUXDAY -
SCHOOL.-The above school, which 
meets in the Board School, and is con
ducted by members and friends attend
ing the Surrey Tabernacle, has often 
had the pleasure and privilege of wel
coming Mr 0. S. Dolbey within its walls. 
For instance, on Saturday, December 
27th the annual tea of the teachers, 
Bibl~-classes, and friends of the school 
was held, after which a social meeting 
took place, when short addn;sses w~re 
given by Mr. Dalbey, the superm
tendent secretary, and others, includin_g 
a mem b~ of the Bible-clasE. Basing his 
address on the incident of Elisha and 
seething the pottage, Mr. Dolbe,'s _re
marks were of a very encouragmg 
nature at the same time showing how 
neoess~ry it was for the teaching in a 
Sunday-school to be absolutely pu_re. A 
nice gathering was present, and 1t was 
felt that the evening had not been alto
gether spent in vain. On Sunday, 
January 11th, he again found time to 
give a short address to the teachers, 
scholars and some of their parents, the 
occasion' being the annual distribution 
of rewards to those who had obtained 
the necessarv number of marks to be 
entitled to one. Although the after
noon was very foggy, a fairly good 
number of friends assembled. The 
superintendent, Mr. John Piggott, read 
a. portion of Scripture; Mr. John Green, 

the secretary, asked the divine blessing, 
after which the pastor of Wanser-street 
Tabernacle made some appropriate re
marks, observing that his sympathies 
were with Strict Baptist Sunday-schools 
in general, and with the Penrose-street 
in particular. The rewards were after
wards distributed, the first prize falling 
to Thomas Boorne, who, out of a pos
sible 416, obtained over 400 marks. A 
suitable word was given to each re
cipient by the superintendent, and it 
was a gratification to the teachers and 
friends to see so many of the members 
of the Young Women's and Young 
Men's Bible-classes present on that 
occasion. The children's annual tea 
will be shortly held,-R. S. 

LEWISHAM.-COLLEGE P .A.RK.-An
niversary services were held on Sunday, 
January llth, in connection with the 
Sunday-school. Mr. Crook preached 
morning and evening, and in the after
noon special service was held for the 
children, at which Mr. Crook presided, 
ap.d gave away the prizes. On Tuesday 
Mr. E. Mitchell preached an excellent 
sermon to an appreciative audience; and 
after tea, at a public meeting, under.the 
presidency of Mr. H. Cooper, suitable 
addresses were given by Messrs. Crook, 
Wilmshurst, and Mitchell. Recitations 
by some of the scholars and their special 
hymns gave much satisfaction, 

KENT.-SN0DL.A.ND I:-.sTITUTE,-New 
Year's services were held on Wednesday, 
Jan. 7th, when our beloved brother W. 
Winters (after a long absence) paid us 
another visit. The good Lord answered 
our petitions in bringing him here "in 
the fulness of the blessings of the 
Gospel of Christ." We had a good day 
-one that will not soon be forgotten
" the world was with power." Although 
the weather was very cold outside, our 
hearts were akin to our glorified 
brethren whose heart (not hearts, they 
were one) were so inflamed with love to 
their dear Immanuel as they went to 
Emmaus so with us, for Jesus Himself 
was seen by the eye of faith, and His 
presence sweetly enjoyed as we com
muned with each other between the 
services. In the evening, our Divine 
Master was again present, applying His 
precious truth as spoken by our dear 
brother, and very savourily did he speak 
of the importance and blessednees of 
being in Christ, and the effects a.s felt 
and seen in the life, being made "a. new 
creature/ &c., &c. How blessed aro the 
words or Mason:-
" If now these feasts with Christ are sweet, 

And heaven on earth thoy prove: 
O what must full communion bo 

With the whole Church above 1" 
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AGEDPILGRIMS'ASYLUM,HORN
SEY RISE, N.-DEAR MR. WINTERB,
Oan you spare a corner in the E. V. and 
G. H., in order to inform our friends of 
this asylum that the severity of the 
weather is compelling our lady visitors 
to draw largely on the "Nursing Fund." 
Many of our dear old inmates are quite 
unable to help themselves1 and there
fore the necessity of affording them the 
aid from this fund in the shape of a 
nurse, and in some extreme cases they 
require day and night attention. The 
·society proper has no funds for these 
purposes ; hence this separate fund is 
formed to meet the imperative claims 
of our many invalids at the present 
time. Nurses have to be procured, and 
they have to be remunerated, Will our 
kind friends help us during this season? 
and we shall be thankful for any pre
sents of farinacious food-beef tea, &c., 
for the many weak ones. I shall be 
happy to receive communications, and 
help many forml directed to the asylum. 
- Your3 faithrully, WM, JACKSON, 
Secretary, 29, Marlborough-road, Upper 
Holloway, N. 

WITHINGTON, NEAR HEREFORD. 
-On New Year's evening a tea-meeting 
was held in the Whitestone Baptist 
-Chapel, but owing to the,inclement state 
of the weather there were but few pre
sent. The tea-tables were presided over 
by Mrs. Hill (Lugwardine), and Miss 
Price (West Lydiatt). The evening was 
spent in a very pleasant and profitable 
manner. Mr. W. Price. pastor, Mr. J. 
Morgan (Tram Inn), and Miss Godwin 
assisted in the service, which concluded 
with the Doxology. 

A SOUL COMFORTING LETTER. 
Written 66 years agn to Miss Prior, 

now,.tlrs. B·ull,'.tlw beloved widow of 1llr. 
William Bull, many years the highly 
esteemed pastor of the Baptist Chapel. 
Wellingborough, Northarnptonshire. 

DEAR MR. WINTERS,-As you inti-
mated you would tryandmakeroomfor 
my father's letter in the magazine for 
next month, I thought I had better send 
you the copy at once. I thank 7ou very 
much for your kind letter received this 
morning, and also for your gracious ac
ceptance of my father's letter. Of course 
ft was never intended for publication, 
but I thought I would not keep it any 
longer shut up in my desk. 

Yours in J esusl.-. 
SARAH .1:SULL. 

Oak House, New North-rond,Huddersfteld, 
Jnn. 13th, 1891. 

"MY DEAR SARAH,-lt is with great 
plea.sure that I take pen in hand to 
write to you, the chief source of which 
arises -from this consideration, that I 
shall give you pleasure in so doing; for, 
be assured of this, that to please you is 
to please myself. I have no doubt you 

will say, then, why not have done it 
before now, and often, too. To plead 
not g_uilty is out of my power, though 
much might be advanced in mitigation 
of da.mao-es, for in a.11 my movements 
the real 'iienefit of all my dear children 
is the grand object; and if I sometimes 
err. it a.rises from the weakness of the 
head, not of the heart. I was much 
pleased with the letter you wrote to me 
some time ago1 which containB some 
breathings whwh Newton has emphati
ca.lly expressed:-

' 'Tisa point I long to know, 
Oft it canse.s anxious thought; 

Do I love the Lord or no? 
Am I His or am I not?' 

" The poet Steele, in another hymn, 
sa.ys:-

1' I wonld, but cannot ~ing: 
I would, but cannot pray; 

For Satan meets me when I try, 

B{;t\1 ~~J~:d 'f'{_,~scl1{l away: 
Though I can nothing do. 

Yet the desire is something good. 
For which my thanks are due.' 

"How forcibly and beautifully does 
Paul, under the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, set forth in the 7th chapter of 
Romans, beginning at the l,5th verse, 
the paradoxical character of the true 
Christian clearly showing, and dis
tinctlyh too, the two principles which 
every c ild of God is the subject of, and 
the a.ctings of each, for I firmly believe 
that as sure as Almighty power is neces
sary in the first instance to convince 
and convert. so I am certain that the 
same power is equally necessary to put 
in action that faith which the believer 
is the subject of. 

,"How strong is the language,and clea.r. 
He says: 'I delight in the law of God 
after the inward man; but I see another 
law in my members, warring against 
the law of my mind: which leads him 
to complain, and say: ' 0 wretched man 
that I am! Who shall deliver me aom 
the body of this dea.th? ' Every child 
of God is brou~ht here to find there is 
no help in himself, and almost un
awares begins to pray, 'Who shall de
liver me?' &c. He is thus led to look 
for deliverance unto Ged. Then you see 
in the next verse he is sweetly comforted 
by faith in his soul being put in exercise, 
a.nd says, 'I thank God through Jesus 
Christ ,our Lord '~that is, God will 
deliver me through Christ. Now, some 
that call themselves the preachers of 
the gospel, say that there is a progressive 
sanctification, and would endeavour to 
make you believe that the old man, that 
is our carnal nature, will grow weaker 
and weaker. I believe no such thing, 
for I find no such thing in the Word of 
God, nor in my own experience. But as 
if the child of God should say, 'I am 
now, throu/l'h mercy, blessed with a 
view of deliverance through faith in 
Christ, but before Ion"' I am afraid I 
shall again be overwhef med with doubts 
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and fears: I shall again be left in the 
dark.' Therefore to set the matter at 
re8t beyond a doubt, the apostle is 
sweetly led to a further expansion of 
faith. and says, 'There is therefore' 
(that is. the question is set at rest) 'now 
no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh but after the Spirit.' To the same 
conclusion the apostle is led in many 
places, and particularly so at the latter 
end of the eighth chapter, where he 
says. ' Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? shall affliction, distress?' 
&:c. The answer is, 'For I am persuaded 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other crea
ture. shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.' Thus, whilst the apostle is 
sweetly led to lay for a foundation of a 
believer's hope the love of God through 
Jesus Christ, made known by the 
Eternal Spirit as the doctrinal basis to 
rest bis soul's salvation upon, he further 
says, as an evidence that yours is a 
living faith, 'Walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit '-that is, workf1·om 
life, but not for life, to do which the 
believer is led to pray, · Lord, do Thou 
enable me to walk consistent with the 
profession I make of Thy name, that I 
may not bring a disgrace on Thy cause.' 

"But I must conclude, as I must tell 
you the subject is inexhaustible, and 
my eyes are so weak that I can scarcely 
see what I am writing. So for the 
present this must suffice, and with 
pleasure I subscribe myself, 

" Your affectionate father, 
"T. PRIOR. 

"Sawtry, Feb. 27th, 1825." 

NORBITON.-ZION.-Servicesin con
nection with the opening of the new 
schoolroom were held on Tuesd,.y, Jan. 
6th, when brother Dolbey preached a 
gospel sermon from Psa. cxix.. 49, " Re
member the Word unto Thy servant," 
wherein he dwelt sweetly upon the re
lationship expressed by the word ser
vant. Afterwards tea was provided in 
the new schoolroom, which will hold 150 
children, and has cost in erection £105. 
The stone was laid in September by the 
Mayor, and a debt of £33 remained. 
The Metropolitan Association made a 
grant of £10, for which -we are deeply 
thankful, as also to those friends who 
have so kindly helped. Donations and 
collections during the day have further 
reduced the debt to £25. In the evenin_g 
a public meeting was held. Brother F. 
G. Gray presided,, who, after a song of 
praise, read part of I Kings viii. Brother 
Chalcraft implored the divine blessing. 
The chairman, then, in a few appro
priate words, gave good advice to the 
teachers and friends as to wh11.t should 
be taught in the school, warning them 

age.inst introducing anything of a 
fleshly and carnal nature. Brother
Horton then spoke from Matt. xix. 14 
saying, in the course of his address, h; 
should like to have seen the Master sur
rounded by the children. The chairman 
remarked that he would see that in the 
glory home above. Brother Baldwin 
then spoke from Neh. iv. 17, setting 
forth the three orders of builders em
ployed in the buildins: of the walls of 
salvation-namely, builders, bearers of 
burdensJ and watchmen. Brother Clark 
spoke or the need of patience from Heb. 
x. 36. Brother Dolbey spoke from Paa. 
xc., noting the desire of God's servants 
that '' His work may appear." Brother 
Brain gave a few words expressive of 
his sympathy; and with an e.cknow
ledgment of gracious help afforded the 
meeting closed by singing the Doxoiogy. 
Thus one of the best meetings at Zion 
was brought to a close.-T. B. 

SPIRITUAL COMFORT. 
One privilege among the many that 

should be enjoyed by the Lord's people 
is that of ministering to the comfort 
of ethers. In the 2nd Epistle to the 
Corinthians, ver. 3 and 4, we discover one 
precious character of our God, even 
that of "the God of all comfort who 
comforteth us in all our tribulation." 
Then follows its teaching: "That we 
may be able to comfort them which are 
in any trouble by the comfort where
with we ourselves are comforted of 
God." 

It is a sure way to delight and plea
sure of soul to seek out the ·comfortless 
and weary ones, and, with an affec
tionate, brotherly disposition, assure 
them of your earnest desire to be of 
service to them. 

How many come in and go out of the 
house of God whose heart yearns for 
intercourse and communion with some 
brother or sister in Christ. The trials 
of the godly a.re many and varied, some 
of which being very singular in their 
nature, require the sympathy of others 
with a like experience. 

Have ,we experienced comfort in any 
particular exercise of soul? Then it 
should be our highest joy to endeavour 
to comfort others with "the same com
fort wherewith we ourselves have been 
comforted of God." 

A little want of thought, quite un
meant. will frequently allow nothing 
more than the usual handshake at the 
chapel door, while, perhaps, a very 
burdened heart is within. But while 
we do not advise this sweet employment 
to be attended to under a mere sense of 
duty, we do note, by way of instruction, 
that the words Rreviously referred to 
were directed 'to the Ohurch at 
Corinth.'' 

Again, has it not proved a means of 
grace indeed when the Lord's people 
have, perhaps, gathered in a social way 
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to devote some of the time to things that 
are more spiritual. How profitable is 
Christian fellowship! 

The same powers exist now as when 
the hearts of the travellers to Emmaus 
were made to bum within them. 

Brethren, we are in a hard and com
fortless world. The world loves its 
own not us, And while the source is 
in the Great Comforter, the channels 
from the sweet ocean of love is ministe
rially in ourselves. The world, the flesh, 
and the devil are actively opposed to 
our best interests. Let us then regard 
each other with loving consideration. 
Surely, blessings to the Church, and joy 
to the pastor and deacons must follow 
such Christlike conduct, and above these 
the Great Head of the Church will be 
honoured and glorified. 
"When saint to saint in days of old, 

Their sorrows, sins, and sufferings told, 
Jesus, the Friend of sinners dear, 
Their souls to bless was present there.'' 

H. FOWLER. 

HOXNE, SUFFOLK.-The annual 
teachers' meeting was held in the above 
place on New Year's Eve. An excellent 
tea was provided by our sister Mrs. 
Rands, after which a public meeting 
was held. Our pastor, presiding, read 
Psa. xxxiv., and offered prayer, and also 
gave an encouraging address to the 
teachers. We feel grateful to Mr. 
Debenham, of Horham, who spoke 
earnestly upon the past, the present, and 
the future. The superintendent (Mr. 
Rayner), the secretary (Mr, Banham), 
and some of the teachers also gave short 
addresses. Suitable h7mns were sung 
at intervals. The meetmg was in every 
respect most cheering. As a little band 
of workers we find Sunday-school work 
has its bright, as well as its dark side, 
On the last Sunday in the Old Year our 
dear pastor baptized one dear scholar 
from the Bible-class,for which we thank 
our Heavenly Father, and take courage. 
After the meeting a watch-night ser
vice was held. May God give us many 
precious souls during the coming year 
1s the earnest prayer of-M. P. TH~.o
BALD. 

CANNING TOWN.-DEAR BROTHER 
WINTERS,-Knowing so well your wil
lingness at all times to insert in 
the E. V. & G. H. anything that 
might be helpful to low and struggling 
little causes, I ask your kindness with 
respect to suoh a cause at Canning Town. 
This little cause is now in such a low 
condition that unless some kind inter
position of Providence comes forth to 
its rescue, it is to be feared the place will 
be lost to the denomination. The plaoe 
was built by the late Mrs. Daniel, with, 
we believe, a pure desire to see II oause 
of truth established in this dark and 
benighted spot. On the llith of Decem
ber they sustained another loss in the 

death of the senior deacon, a godly man, 
Mr. Backhouse. It is now under the 
entire management of brother Daniels, 
who is often afflicted. At his death the 
place, we believe, will have to be let at 
a very moderate rent, and it is the 
earnest desire of some to whom it is 
willed that it may be taken by those who 
will hold it for the denomination for 
which it was built. We now ask, Are 
there not some lovers of truth in the 
surrounding neighbourhood who would 
kindly come to the rescue, and assist in 
the services, singing, &c. Brother 
Holden and his friends have already 
responded, and a kind friend to whom 
the case was made known, whose name 
I cannot mention, has kindly sent suffi
cient to pay off the arrears of the general 
fund, to whom they tender warmest 
gratitude. · - J. CULLINGF0RD, 125, 
(.Jueen's-road, West Croydon. 

ALDRINGHAM, SUFFOLK.-DEAR 
BROTHER WINTERS,-! write to you on 
the present occasion with mingled 
feelitgs of sadness and pleasure, as far 
as we as a Church are concerned. Our 
harps are on the willows hung, and we 
appear to be realising an autumn season 
in our experience--viz., the falling of 
the leaves ; but God is gathering the 
fruit. The hand of death has been 
selecting some choice ones from amongst 
us as his victims, such as were rich 
possessors of the spirit of godliness. To 
begin with, two of our honoured anj 
loved ones have passed from us-namely, 
MR. DAVID CHURCHYA.RD, of .A.lde
burgh, who left us Aug. 27th, aged ti7 
years. He had been an invalid for 
some ye~rs, but only retired to his bed
room and took to his bed a few hours 
previous to his departure. Also MR. 
THOM.!,.S ROWE, of Leiston, who slept in 
Jesus Sep. 19, aged 66 years. He wa,; in 
the house of God on Lord's-day and went 
home on the following Friday; they 
were lovely, pleasant, and united in life, 
and in death they were not long divided. 
They occupied the same pew in the 
chapel, were actuated by the same 
spirit, loved the same Jesus. al ways 
pleased with the same old Gospel truths, 
loving in disposition, liberal in minis
tration, godly in behaviour, anticipating 
the same home which they are now in 
possession of. They were liberal sub
scribers· and ready supporters of the 
cause. and truly they will indeed be 
missed. From some cause or other they 
were neither of them baptized, yet they 
firmly believed in the ordinance, and 
delighted in witnessing it, with tears 
streaming down their faces. Alas I how 
many of God's dear children does Sritan 
glory over in holding them back from 
obedience to Him thev love? On Sep. 
ll th, one of onr aged members. brother 
GEORGE BURRELL, passed awriy from 
us to join the song of the Church trium
phant. He could say with other saints ; 
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11 '\\1e loYe to meet. among them now, 
And a.t His gra.cious feet to bow, 

Though ,ilcst. of them all." 
For years he had come from Sizewell to 
the chapel, a distance of nearly two 
miles, on his two sticks to join with the 
saints in the public worship. He being 
ripe for glory his Father gathered him 
in. About three weeks later his widow, 
who had been removed by,the famill, to 
Ipswich, left this earthly state, a ter 
being an attendant at Aldringham 
for some years. At the same time, 
llth September, a son of one of our 
members we hope slept in Jesus, 
He died from consumption, and many 
times during the latter years of 
his affliction he was heard to say, "I 
long to be gone," and on one occasion, in 
the course of my conversation with him, 
I said, "Is Jesus precious." He replied, 
" Yes, oh yes." After q noting the words 
to him-

" My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesu's blood and righteousness," 

hi~ expression was "I have no other 
hope." A soul whose hope is stayed 
there. and who has nothing else to cling 
to, must be safe, for none can bring a 
poor. dark, ignorant, sinful soul to that 
but God the Holy Ghost. On the 17th 
October, our much beloved sister, 
Amelia Moss, Jeft this earth with all 
its cares, sorrows, • sufferings, and sins, 
at the age of 42 years, to join the 
glorified at the marriage supper of the 
Lamb. It was my privilege to baptize 
her (in connection with her dear hus
band, who, with three children, are left 
to mourn her loss), and received her 
into the Church on 5th. May, 1889, of 
which she has been- a consistent, 
honoured, and much loved member. 
She, like our beloved brother Rowe, was 
engaged with us in worship on Lord's
day, and left us for home the following 
Friday. She had been a frail, suffering 
piece of humanity for over 20 years. 
Her sufferings in her last affliction were 
very acute, but borne with godly resig
nation and saint-like anticipation, Yes, 
she anticipated a blissful exchange of 
earth for heaven. During her brief ill
ness my dear wife was with her a good 
deal, and exceedingly pleased with her 
spirit and her expressions. She had 
left her only a few hours when she fell 
asleep in the arms of her beloved Lord. 
We ask what hath God wrought? It is 
all of His grace. Oh, how we miss our 
loved1ones! May our God soon return 
to cheer us by filling up the vacant 
places with such as shall possess the 
same grace, exemplify the same love, 
and manifest the same devotion, to Him 
we look. Oh, that He would increase 
our faith. So prays-R. A. HUXHAM. 

at Ebenezer, Kilburn Vale. From the 
tenor of the letter we cannot question 
the 12ropriety of their conduct in quietly 
leavmg the cause, as they were evidently 
unable to agree and work amicably with 
the rest of the Church. In a general 
way we do not encourage "splits " in 
Churches, but the present condition of 
our aggrieved friends demands our ut
most sympathy. We should be glad if 
the Lord would direct them, as there are
twelve in number, to a convenient place
without clashing with the cause at 
Ebenezer Chapel, where they could 
worship God in peace and freedom, and 
be duly formed into a New Testament 
Church.-ED. 

BEACON HILL, PENN.-The little 
cause here is still in existance, notwith
standing all adverse influences, and the 
pulpit is res-ularly supplied every 
Lord's-day with loving and truth
abidin!l' brethren. On Christmas-day 
the friends gathered together at a. 
public tea, after which some good soul
cheering Gospel addresses were delivered 
by brethren Ives, Osborn, Price, and 
Witton; Mr. Morling presiding. A few 
months ago a committee was formed, 
composed of brethren belonging to the 
Churches at Wooburn Green and High 
Wycombe to assist the friends at Penn. 
The chapel is sadly needing repairs both 
inside and outside, for which purpose 
from £30 to £±0 will be needed. The 
friends are all poor, consequently we 
are appealing1to friends outside of Penn. 
We cannot entertain the idea of getting 
into debt. The writer acknowledges 
with gratitude a donation from "A 
Friend" of £10, and three others of £1 
each. Should any friend who read these 
lines feel their heart inclined to help us 
and would kindly send a donation t'1 
Mr. John Crook, Mendy-street, High 
Wycombe, or to the writer at 7, London
road, High Wycombe, it would be very 
thankfully received and acknowledged. 
Sol. Song viii. 8; Matt. XXV. 40.-JOSIAH 
MoRLING. 

BRIGHTON. - EBENEZER, RICH· 
M0ND-STREET.-The annual New Year's 
gathering was held on Tuesday,January 
6th, 1891. An •excellent company par
took of tea. Mr, S. Gray, pastor, pre
sided over the evening meeting. His 
address was based upon the double 
motto, " Hold fast : hold on.'' To all 
whom it concerned he said, 11 Hold 
fast." Let fundamental truths be 
everl'.thing with you. Prove yourselves 
worthy sons of those who have goll;e 
before. Be indifferent to your deno!lli
national smallness and unpopularity. 
Remember your duty to posterity. You 
will not regret "holding fast" at the 

KILBURN.-We have received a very judgment-seat of Christ. The speaker 
painful letter (which we forbear to urged his friends to II Hold on." Let 
publish) from the friends who have I them seek growing familiarity with 
separated themselves from the Church God. Let every Sunday be both a Sab-
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bath (a day of rest) and a Lord's-day (a 
day of preparation for the other days of 
the week). They should be instant in 
service. They should remember their 
personal importance ; for, as of the 
State, so of the Church, it is true that 
its worth is the worth of the individuals 
composing it. Let them covet to be a 
power for iood, ever remembering that 
mfluence 1s the compound interest of 
action. Addresses followed by Messrs. 
Guy, Masterson, Olliver, Brooks, and 
Piper. These addresses were well re
ceived, and a thoroughly enjoyable 
meeting was held. The fervourous and 
comprehensive prayer by Mr. Botting 
proved a good start with a good sequel. 
At the close of the meeting a number of 
handsome volumes were handed to 
scholars who had striven in a Scripture 
exercise competition. 

BERMONDSEY (LYNTON-ROAD). -
DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,-Just a line 
to say that on January 15, 1891, brother 
John Bush baptized six believers whom 
the Lord has constrained to cast in their 
lot with us at Lynton-road, two of 
whom are scholars in the Sunday-school. 
Truly the Lord has been mindful of us, 
and we desire to give Him all the praise. 
-Yourssincerely,A, G. BLACKMAN, 72, 
Alscot-road, Bermondsey. 

NEEDINGWORTH. HUNTS.-DEAR 
BROTHER WINTERS,-Many times I have 
thought of you and the good work to 
which the Lord has called you and up
held you in. I have been a reader of the 
E. V. & G. H. since May, 1852. In times 
past I contributed to its pages, but since 
my affliction I have not been able to do 
much with my pen, as my nerves are so 
shaken ; yet, were you to see me in my 
much-loved work in preachin~ by the 
help of God, you would not thmk such 
to be the case. .Bless the Lord, who in 
His mercy called my soul out of the 
kingdom of sin and death in May, 1852, 
and has kept His grace alive in me to 
this day. To Him be all the glory. 
Many have been my conflicts in soul ; 
yet it is my mercy to say with my last 
text (Rev. xxi. 7) and with Paul in Gal. 
iv. 6, my mind looks back at the many 
redeemed ones I knew now in glory. 
You noticed in the E. V. & G. H. lately 
the death of my beloved brother in 
Christ, Ja.mes Woods, the once faithful 
pastor of the Church at Claygate. 
We laboured together in garden
ing work, he being my senior. We 
were both in the same Sunday
school together at dear old Friston, 
Suffolk, where good brother W. Brown 
was pastor. It was there I was brought 
up in the means of grace. My dear 
father, if my mind leads me right, 
helped to form that Church. I have 
much to bless God for in the work of 
the ministry. He keeps me in the good 
old way of covenant truth. Last year 

(1890) we had two join the Church by 
baptism and one from another Church. 
Now, my dear brother, may theLord be 
with you in all things. You have my 
heart and soul in the love of our Elder 
Brother Christ. If I never see you 
again in body, I hope to meet you in 
our Father's house above. 

"Then shall we hear and see and know, 
All we desired or wished below ; 
And all our powers find sweet employ 
In that eternal world of joy," 

-A. BAKER, Pastor, X eedingworth. 
[We often think of you, beloved 

brother, and the time when we first read 
the account of your leaving dear old 
Suffolk for lndia.,1. call by grace, &c., as 
reported in the ~- V. many years a.go. 
The union of heart then formed by 
grace has remained to this day un
broken. God be with you and bless 
you.-ED.] 

LAXFIELD. - VALEDICTORY SER
VICE.-On Monday evening, December 
15th, 1890, a. meeting was held for the 
purpose of ta.king leave of our late 
esteemed pastor, Mr. E. Marsh. Despite 
the uncongenial weather, there was a. 
good muster of friends to tea at 5.30, 
and the numbers were considerably 
augmented at seven o'clock, when the 
chapel was well filled by interested 
friends and well-wishers. It should be 
noted that upon this occasion Mr. and 
Mrs. Marsh, with every member of their 
family, re-assembled in the courts of 
the Lo~d's house for the first time for 
many weeks owing to sickness in their 
home, which feature introduced a spirit 
of thanksgiving into a service other
wise of a saddening nature, The even
ing meeting commenced with the hymn, 
"0 God of Bethel," &c. Mr. W. Crane. 
one of the deacons, presided, and read 
part of John xiv., afterwards callino
upon his senior brother in office, Mr. H. 
Copping, to invoke the divine blessing. 
Mr. Marsh was then asked to relate the 
circumstances connected with his 
coming amongst us, and removal to 
another field of labour, which he did in 
a. most iRteresting manner. Then fol
lowed the hymn, "With heavenly 
power, 0 Lord, defend," &c., after which 
the chairman, on behalf of some friend5 
from the Church and congregation, 
presented our retiring pastor with a 
purse containing £8 5s., which. with 
other sums given personally, increased 
the amount to £11 12s. 6d. This gift 
could scarcely be called a representative 
one, since many who loved and esteemed 
their pastor very highly, keenly feeling 
his removal, abstained from ll"iving to a 
fund that was" to help send nim away," 
as they expressed it, and whose motive 
was as good as that of those who con
tributed. Mr. Marsh suitably, and with 
much feelin~, responded, when, after 
further singmg, our good ministerial 
neighbours, Messrs. Broome (of Fres-
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singfield) and Debnam (of Horham), 
who had each made an effort to be pre
sent, spoke kindly and fraternally to 
Mr. Marsh : also words of sympathy 
and counsel to us as a destitute Church. 
The meeting closed with singing the 
familiar hymn, " Blest be the tie that 
binds," &c., and prayer. We can 
scarcely say that "duty " and "choice" 
are one in this matter, for we have not 
willingly said farewell to our pastor1 
who has served us as a g-ood minister or 
Jesus Christ for a period of ten years; 
but since he feels the hand of God has 
directed him to Wellingborough, our 
heartfelt prayers follow him, with 
warm desire for the spiritual prosperity 
of the sister Church to which he now 
ministers.-E. E. G. 

HOXTOX, NEWTON RT (BETREL).
The 2nd anniversary of the Sabbath 
school was celebrated on Tuesday, Jan. 
6th. Mr. E. Mitchell preached an ex
cellent sermon, from Rev. xxii. 4, in the 
afternoon to a goodly number of 
friends. After tea, which was well 
attended, a public meeting was held, 
presided over by Mr. G. Sawyer. The 
report, which was read by our brother 
Caplin, showed that the Lord's blessing 
was still with the labours of the friends 
in the work ; that while they had diffi
culties and discouragements they had 
much to be thankful for. One thing in 
the report showed that the harvest is 
great and the labourers are few ; the 
cry was, "more teachers." Brethren 
Copeland, Mitchell, I. R. Wakelin, W. 
Harris, and the pastor, addressed the 
meeting, which was thought by all pre
sent to be a good one, especially in a 
spiritual sense. 

RELIGIOUS DISABILITIES 
REMOVAL BILL, 1891. 

DEAR SrR,-I am sure your readers 
will be glad to know that a very 
hearty response has been given to the 
appeal in your last issue, urging the 
Lord's people to take immediate action 
in protesting against the Bill about to 
be introduced into Parliamem, with 
title as above. Requests for petition 
forms have been received from all parts 
of the country, and have been dis
patched according to promise ; and as 
far as I can gather, up to time of pen
ning this, the members and congrega
tions of our Churches have been only 
too pleased to have the of portunity of 
Ehowing their disapprova of this mis
chievous Bill, which ought to be called 
the " Roman Catholic Help or Relief 
Bill," instead of the delusive title which 
Mr. Gladstone has been pleased to adorn 
it with. Let us always remember that 
if we as a nation are so foolish as to 
give away our civil and religious liberty 
to the acknowledged enemies of free
dom, we must not afterwards complain 

at what follows. Whether our protest 
proves successful, b_y the good help of 
our God in overturnmg this Jesuit plot 
or not, we shall have the satisfaction of 
knowing that we have acted justly to 
ourselves, to our children, to our 
country, and in the sig-ht of God, who 
has bidden us in His Word : " Be 
watchful, and strengthen the things 
which remain" (Rev. iii, 2 ; see also 
Gal. v. 1). By_mistake the figures on 
page 86 in E. V. & G. H., for January, 
read : "Over 1,200 signatures were sent 
into Parliament in April last as the 
effort of the Strict Baptists against this 
Bill." This should have 1·ead, "OVER 
12,000," We must now do our best to 
double that number if possible. 

E. FR0M0W, 
7, "Westbourne-terrace, Chiswick, London. 

SOMERSHAM SUFFOLK. - DEAR 
MR. WINTERS,-We are thankful as a 
Church and congregation, for' the 
abounding mercies and__goodness from 
the Lord towards us. We had a social 
tea meeting on Jan. 1st, with members 
and frienda of the congregation, about 
60 in number. After tea a service was 
held, presided over by our pastor. The 
time was devoted to prayer, speaking, 
and singing. Miss Green presided at 
the harm.onium. Three members and 
one friend spoke very encouraging 
words of the past and how they with 
others had enJoyed the word preached 
by our pastor. Mr. Ladbrook, one of 
our deacons, spoke very kindly indeed to 
our pastor, and presented to him a small 
sum of money from the friends as a 
token of their appreciation of his 
ministry, Our pastor received it with 
many thanks and grateful expressions 
for the good feeling that exists amongst 
us. We rejoice to say we have increased 
gradually in all ways. Our pastor had 
the pleasure on the following Sunday 
morning, after speaking from Matt. 
:x::xviii. 19, in leading a sister through the 
ordinance of baptism (her age 67). We 
trust it is but the foretaste of great 
blessings to come durini the year, for 
we are prayerfully waiting for some 
more to come forward and testify before 
theChurchoftheirloveto Christ. In the 
afternoon of the same day, our pastor 
gave usa motto for this year-Col. iv. 5. 

GURNEY ROAD, STRATFO~D.
Services in connection with the 20th an
niversary were held on Nov. 23rd and 
25th. On Lord's-dayt 23rd, Mr. John 
Hunt Lynn preachea morning and 
evening, and on Tuesday afternoon, 
25th, Mr. E. Mitchell delivered a dis
course from Isa. lxvi. 13. At the public 
meeting in the evening the chair was 
taken by the venerable and esteemed 
servant of God, I. C. Johnson, of Graves
end, who based the remarks of his 
address on the words " The Christ of 
God," showing that the Socinians' 
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Obrist could not be the Ohrist of God, 
for Ilia (Ohrist's) divinity we.a note.ck
nowledged but denied ; nor could the 
Armenia.us' Christ be the Christ of God, 
for He who doeth e.mong the armies of 
heaven as He pleases will work, and who 
shall let it; nor could the Romanists' 
Obrist be the Christ of God, for they 
believed that the Church was built on 
Peter, and not on the Christ of God, who 
is our living, loving, e.nd sympathetic 
Saviour. Mr. Crouch read the fina.ncia.l 
report, which showed that through the 
kindness of a. friend £155 had been lent 
free of interest for the present year, to 
pay off the be.la.nee of mortgage on 
chapel ; a.bout £80 had been subscribed 
durmg the year, and that to pay our 
way and be able to look our friend in 
the face £75 was to be raised; about 
£55 was given and promised by the end 
of the year, leaving only £20, which is 
almost certain to be raised during the 
year this will leave only £170 due to 
the Metropolitan Baptist Association. 
Suitable addresses were delivered by 
Brethren Mr. E. Mitchell, Mr. J. Bush, 
Mr. Langford, Mr. F. C. Holden, Mr. W. 
K. Squirrel. Mr. W. Kempster, who was 
unable to attend, sent practical help by 
forwarding a cheque for £2 2s. On Dec. 
9th, the annual meeting_ of the Dorcas 
Society was held. Mr. J. H. Lynn pre
sided, and Messrs. R. E. Sears, J, E. 
Elsey, and W. Porter, came to assist and 
encourage the workers: they gave good 
and stirring addresses on the merits and 
work of the society. The report (excel
lent in itself) bore testimony to the love 
and zeal of the workers, e.nd its practical 
results were shown at the close of the ser
vice, when 36 parcels of clothing, each 
parcel containing several garments, in 
addition to a parcel of groceries, were 
given away. The receipts for the year 
had fallen slightly below the amount of 
the previous year, but with renewed 
effort it is hoped that the coming year 
may show a considerable increase. In 
obeying the divine injunction to do good 
to all men, especially to the household of 
faith, the truth of the words," It is more 
blessed to give than to receive," was 
blessedly realised on this occasion. -

BRIGHTON {BOND-STREET).-Mem
bers annual tea-meeting iwas held on 
Thursday, January 15, and proved to be 
a pleasant, profitable, and edifying 
season. Commenced by singing " Kin
dred in Christ," &c. Read Eph. iii., and 
brother Frost prayed. The pastor 
having given a word of hearty welcome 
and touched a little upon the Church 
of Christ ,under the a ppella.tion of a 
family, the following brethren gave 
some sweet relations of the Lord's good
ness both in providence and grace, 
Messrs. Read, Woolard, Debney, J. H. 
Cole, J. Christmas, R. Cole, and Thomp
son. " Blest be the tie that binds hearts 
in Christian love," &o. 

INCREASE OF ROMAN CATHOLIC 
POWER. 

We gather from an excellent"weekly 
publication of reliable authority 
the following note :-" In the Rous; 
of Lords the Rome.n Catholic peers 
ta.king into account the Scottish 
and Irish as well as the English 
peere.ge, are 41. There are ~3 
baronets who are Roman Catholics : 
nine members of her Majesty's Privy 
Council a.re Roman Catholics, and so 
are 76 members of the House of Com
mons, of whom only five sit for English 
constituencies. The Churches and 
chapels in England and Scotland regu
larly served amount to between 1,200 
and 1,300, exclusive of other places 
where ma~., is said occasionally, and the 
ordained priests exercising clerical 
functions in this island amount to 
about 2,800-more than double of their 
number in 1850." Romanism and the 
Word of God are "not agreed," there
fore they can never "walk together ... 
The signs of the opposition between the 
two are everywhere seen, and ,as The B11 i
wark says, "The triumph of the one must 
be the total destruction of the other." 
Despite Mr. Ayton's admirable lines. 
Roman Catholics have alread v claimed 
much" English Land," and will not be 
satisfied till they possess the whole. 
and push every godly Protestant out of 
existence. 
" Harlot of Rome! and dost thou come 

With bland demeanour now, 
The bridal smile upon thy lips, 

The flush upon thy brow? 
The cup of sorcery in thy hand, 

Still in the same array. 
As when our fathers in their wrath, 

Dashed it and thee away? 
No I by the memory of the saints, 

Who died beneath thy hand, 
Thon shalt not dare to claim as thine 

One foot of English land.'' -EB. 

FULHAM.-The first anniversarv of 
the newly-formed Church took place on 
Tuesday, Dec. 9th, 1890, at the Rail
way Mission Hall, Lillie-road. A most 
edifying sermon was preached in the 
afternoon by Brother John Box. About 
130 friends sat down to tea. At the 
evening meeting, which was largely 
attended, our friend and brother Mr. C. 
Wilson presided, and encouraging ad
dresses were given by Brethren Culling
ford, E. T. Davies, Flegg, Herrin!l', 
Horton. Parnell, and Reynolds. The 
secretary read a report which showed 
that since the formation, exactly twelve 
months to the day, the Church had re
ceived many tokens of the Divine favour 
and blessing upon this new effort, both 
spiritually and financially. The mem
bership had increa,se_d from 17 to 2ti. and 
there is every reason to believe that 
several to whom the Word has been 
blessed will shortly come forward to 
declare what the Lord hath done for 
their souls. On March 18th last, a most 
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successful meeting was held, when about 
one hundred pounds were raised. With 
such a sum in hand the building com
mittee set to work to procure a suitable 
piece of land. For a time their efforts 
seemed fruitless, until, in a most provi
dential way we were directed to a piece 
of land in the main road (Lillie-road), 
nearlY opposite the police-station; 51ft, 
frontage by about 90ft. deep, for the 
"l'ery low price of £216 His. lt was, 
after prayerful consideration and by 
the unanimous consent of the Church, 
decided to place the matter in the 
solicitor's hands (Messrs. Mote and Son) 
to arrang-e with the owner for the pur
chase. We rejoice that the Lord has 
raised us up so many loving friends that 
as the result of this meeting the hand
some sum of £10n 10s. ld., was realised 
in cash and promises. This sum, with 
the £1:~(I previously collected makes a 
total of £no 10s. ld., so that we have 
sufficient money to pay for the ground 
and a balance of nearly £20 towards 
legal charges, ,Ice. The chairman, in his 
remarks. said, "The Lord had done great 
things for us whereof we are glad." More 
appropriate words could not have been 
chosen A most hearty and cordial 
vote or" thanks was passed to Miss Eck 
and Mr. Gooding, not only for the 
gratuitous use of the beautiful hall, but 
also for the manner in which every
thing was done to make us happy and 
comfortable. The following members 
of the Building Committee would most 
gladly receive donations towards the 
new chapel :-Mr. H. Fowler, secretary, 
144, High-road, Chiswic_k; Mr. B. Wood
row, treasurer, 82, Jervis-road, Fulham; 
l\1r. T. Marshall, 15, Overstone-road, 
Hammersmith ; Mr. W. P. Goodle~ 229, 
X orth End-road, Fulham : Mr. i:s. H. 
Brown, 41, Averill-stree~, Fulham; Mr. 
A. E. Purkiss, 22, Marville-road, Ful
ham. -A. E. P. 

WALTHAM ABBEY (EBENEZER).
A special meeting was held on the first 
evening of the new year to thank the 
Lord for His goodness and mercy to the 
cause during the ~ast year. Tea was 
provided, after w~ich the :pa_stori Mr. 
W. Winters, presided. Spmtua !Mi· 
dresses were delivered by the followmg 
members of the Church:-Messrs. G. E. 
Wild, w. P~llett, ju~. (deacons), _W. 
Wicks, C. Saville, E. Hines, J. H. Wild, 
S. Mason, J. Pallett, and C. Perry. The 
meeting terminated in a most happy 
manner. .A.s we had some drops of 
divine favour at the beginning of the 
year, may we be honi:mred as a Church 
with showers of blesemg before the year 
closes. So prays one who was there. 

BERKHAMSTED (BEULAH) .-Sun
dav-school tea and public meeting took 
place on January_ 13th. The tea(?hersJ 
children, aud friends much enJoyea 
themselves on the happy occasion. 

UPPER HOLLOWAY (EBENEZER 
AND ZOAR.-The Sunday-schools in con
nection with the above ChurcheR held 
their 4th annual gathering on Lord's
day afternoon_,.Jan. 4th, at Ebenezer 
Chapel; Mr. w. Osmond, pastor pre
sided. The opening hymn was ' very 
suitable to the occasion, and heartily 
sung by the children. The 84th Psalm 
was read alternately by the chairman 
and scholars. This gave a pleasant tone 
to the meeting, and fixed the attention 
of the little ones, concluding with some 
pithy.remarks, by the chairman, on 11th 
verse. Mr. Kingston offered earnest 
prayer. Appropriate addresses were then 
given by Messrs. Thom, Goodhen San
dell, Kingston, .:i: OD;es, and Bohlton, 
From the congeniality manifested we 
have every reason to believe.it wasa'pro
fitable and happy season to friends 
teachers, and scholars. It is our earnest 
desire that the blessing of the God of 
Israel may rest upon the efforts put 
forth, for the extension of His kingdom 
throughout our Sunday-schools -
H.D.S. 

WHITECHAPEL, LITTLE ALIE 
STREET.-The New Year's meeting 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 20, 1891 was on~ 
of the most happy and encou;aging of 
the kind we ever attended in Little 
Alie-street sanctuary. In the afternoon 
our highly esteemed brother Edward 
Mitchell preached an excellent sermon, 
which was much enjoved. The large 
number of friends at the tl>,a, and the 
happy conversation between the Fer
vices, argued well for the occasion. We 
invariably find in our rambles among 
the Churches that as paBtor so people, 
and certainly such we have always 
found to be the caHe at Little Alie-street, 
The pastor, Mr. Robert Edward Sears, 
dares to be himself, bright, cheerful, 
and friendly, without any cant or undue 
lightness of address. We fully endorse 
the sentiment of Cowper in the annexed, 
lines-
"In man or. woman, bnt far most in man, 

And most of all in man that ministers 
And serves the altar, in my soul I loath 
All affectation. 'Tisi my perfect scorn.'' 

The chairman, Mr. J. Upsdale, opened 
the evening service by announcing a 
hymn, which was heartily sung, He 
then read Psalm cxx.xiii., and briefly 
commented upon it with much freedom 
and sweetness, which gave an excellent 
tone to the meeting during the rest of 
the evening. Mr. C. Wilson, deacon of 
Mount Zion, Dorset-square, offered 
earnest prayer. Mr. Upsdale followed 
with a very savoury address, in the 
course of which he spoke of the great 
pleasure he felt in meeting Mr. Seara 
and his beloved people again. Mr. 
John Box appeared brimful of the love 
of Christ on which he sweetly dUated. 
Mr. Sear~ stated that he had laboured, in 
the ministry for upwards of 32 years, 
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out of whioh over eight years had been 
oevoted to the mmse at Little Alie-street. 
During the past year he had baptized 
two, but could have wished the number 
had been larger. The various societies 
associated with the cause had been well 
sustained. His Life anrl Li/ lit (a choice 
little serial) had been largely circulated 
in various places. The Church was 
peaceful and united, and the Sabbath
school happy and prosperous. Good 
-Gospel speeches were delivered by 
brethren Squirrell, WintersJ Mitchell. 
and (E. T.) Davies. Mr. Hiaer (one or 
the beloved deacons), in a few very ap
propriate words of love and tenderness, 
-expressed his hearty attachment to Mr. 
Sears, and his gratitude to the Lord for 
the favours realized through the past 
year. He also thanked the friends, the 
ladies in particular, for the help ren
dered by the collecting "bags." The 
-sum collected and banded to the beloved 
pastor as a New Year's present, amounted 
to upwards of £36. God be praised. May 
the valuable life of our brother, R. E. 
·sears, be long preserved in usefulness and 
honour. The happy services closed with 
prayer. In the company we noticed 
·brethren Belcher, Kingstonl Palmer, 
Markham, Archer, Oakey, ana others. 

STAFFORDSHIRE. - A VOICE 
FROM THE "BLACK COUNTRY."
DEAR MR. WINTERS,-! have just sent 
for a form of petition for my people to 
sign against Mr. Gladstone's Bill re
ferred toin this month's E. V. You will 
pardon the liberty of a suggestion from 
me. But wouln you not be doing, good 
service if in next month's E. V. you 
wrote a brief piece urging every minis
ter of the Strict Baptists and deacons 
{where there is no pastor) to get a form 
-0f petition and get their hearers to sign 
it against such a Bill? It is not a 
matter of party politics, it is a religious 
-question. A question for us, not merely 
as politicians, but as Protestants. One 
reason I should like our Churches of 
tru~h to be up and doing in relation to 
these Romish tactics is, because we are 
~ sa body sneered at, because of the litt,le
ness of our numbers and influence, as if 
real Calvinism was dead. Let us then 
stand shoulder to shoulder. Also let 
me suggest that ministers and Christian 
people generally be exhorted to pray for 
their country more. God1 our God, is a 
God, hearing and answermg prayer. I 
could never myself become an elec
tioneering agent or Protestant lecturer, 
feeling, in the first position, I should be 
like a fish out of water, and in the last, 
and indeed in both, bedrawnawayfrom 
the marrow of the Gospel. When I saw 
the portrait in the last issue I thought 
I must have seen the Editor of the 
E. V. & G. H. somewhere. The Lo!d 
preserve and bless you from this 
time forth and evermore., I am re
m'>ved into a new house near my chapel. 

About eighteen months since we com
menced to gather money for land and 
house, and we have bought land and 
built the house, and raised £WJfJ entirely 
among ourselves for it within eighteen 
months. About £Ml some of my old 
friends sent me, and £49 we had in the 
bank for the purpose, gathered in Mr. 
Matthews' time, making in all nearly 
£400, and want £30 or £40 more to sr1uare 
everything off. I being a joiner by 
trade, have done ali the joinery with my 
own hands, simply employing a m~n to 
assist me. This is as much as I have 
been able to manage with preaching 
four times a week at home, besides 
prayer meetin(l's and preaching week 
evenings at Wolverhampton, Willen
hall, &c. I could not have believed when 
I began the work I should be able to 
continue and finish it. I lived nearly a 
mile from the chapel. and on a tremen
dous hill, so exposed, and seeing the 
people's hearts were for having a house 
for me, with a long pull and a strong 
pull and most of us pulling together 
the house is up, and it is a credit to aii 
concerned in its erection, and we are in 
it. In all nearly £400 have been raised 
besides chapel expenses and my own 
support, so may we not say "The Lord 
hath done great things for us whereof 
we are glad." Indeed, I really believe 
the Lord is in the Black Country, as in 
other countries. and that He brought 
me here and holds me up and on in spite 
of hell. We want to wipe off the debt 
of the house and do the chapel up this 
year. My predecessor was a man of God; 
he has left an honourable united people 
behind, and trust while life shall last I 
may never be any dishonour to them. 
but that grace may be granted so that I 
may be a useful and faithful minister 
of Jesus Christ among them. What a 
contrast in the leading of Divine provi
dence between yourself and ml', You have 
been whi,re you are all your life; as to 
me, I was a restless wanderer from the 
eag of 17 till 37, and now I am 120 miles 
from the nearest of my own family 
relations A stranger in a strange land, 
yet well known to God and His people. 
I have not lived under a parent's roof 
since I was 13 ye11,rs of age-Yours in 
love and truth.ALFRED DYE, Providence 
House, Bell End, Rowley Regis, near 
Dudley.-[Many loving thanks, dear 
brother, for your kind words of encour
agement. We hope all our Churches will 
practically carry into effect your sug
gestions respecting Rome's tactics and 
the Religious Disabilities Bill.-ED.] 

WOOLWICH, KENT.-DEAR BRO
THER WINTERS - I am pleased to 
inform you and the Churches that 
Mr. E. White, late of Clare, has been 
unanimously (less one vote) elected 
pastor of Enon, Woolwich. It is very 
cheering that we have so soon been led 
to settle.-W. ABRAHAMS, Plumstead. 
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In ~cmorhun. 
In loving memory of MR. DANIEL 

STUTTERS, who sweetly fell asleep in 
,Jesus Jan. 2nd, 1891, aged 51 years. 
Deceased had been a great sufferer for 
the last seven yea.rs. but had borne his 
affliction with patience and Christian 
fortitude: we never heard the least 
murmur fall from his lips during the 
whole of his illness. He did not take 
to his bed till within a short time of his 
death, although be was often too unwell 
to walk to his daily work. He recited 
a portion of hymn 746, Denham's selec
tion, shortly before his death, and 
greatly emphasised the annexed verse
"I shall be with Him when He comes 

Triun1phant down the parting skies, 
And "hen His Yo ice breaks np the tombs, 

Among His children I shall rise." 
The last word that he was heard to 
speak was "Lord." and which our 
brother G. E. Wild heard as he sat near 
his side. He was a good hearer, also a 
worthv member of the Church at Eben
ezer, Waltham Abbey, for over 11 years. 
He leaves a beloved wife, one son, and 
four daughters to mourn his loss. His 
remains were interred in the Cheshunt 
Cemetery, Jan. 8th, and followed by the 
deacons and many of the members of 
the Church. Brother E. Casey con
cluded the service with very earnest 
and suitable prayer. The pastor, Mr. 
W. Winters, preached a funeral sermon 
on the following Sunday evening .from 
2 Cor. v. 1, 2. His end was peace. M·ay 
our end be like his.-ED. 

MR. RICHARD WHITMAN, of Honey
lane Waltham Abbey, passed to his 
ete~al rest on Lord's-day morning, Jan. 
11th, 1891, aged 70. He had enjoyed 
good health for many years, but suf
fered a ~hort time prior to his death 
from Lronchitis, &c. He was a man 
deeply taught in the Word of God, 
which had been bis chief study for 
many years. He attended worship at 
Ebenezer Chapel for several years past. 
He leaves a beloved wife and two sons 
(by his previous wife Harriet, who die:i 
in the Lord February, 1888) to mourn 
his loss. His remains were interred in 
Waltham Abbey Cemetery, Jan. 15th. 
Mr. W. Winters officiated at the grave, 

MY DEAR MR.WINTERS,-! am grieved 
to inform you of the loss. of my dear 
wife, after rather a short illness. She 
was with me at Asket Chapel, the 
month before she fell. asleep. Bron
chitis brought her so low that she sank 
rapidly. _She y,as, _I 1_tm glad to say, 
quite sensible till w1thm an hour of her 
departure. It was indeed falling asleep, 
for we did not know when she breathed 
her last. f:ihe was a devoted wife, a kind 
and tender'hearted mother, and always 

had a cheering word to the poor of 
Christ's flock. Her example through a 
forty years' travel was good. She de
parted resting on the Rock : not lost 
but gone be~ore. Her end was peace . ....'. 
I am, yours m great trouble at my loss 
JOHN READ, Rose Dean, Bledlow' 
Princes Risborough, Bucks. ' 

Our dear mother, HANNAH HARRIS 
wife of Robert Harris (of Past Heap 
Farm, Pembury,Tunbridge Wells,Kent), 
departed this life Dec. 19th, 1890, at the 
ripe age of 74 years, We have lost a 
loving and affectionate mother. She 
was baJ:>tized at Meopham, Kent about 
the year 1848, and by the provid~nce of 
God was soon removed to Town Malling 
Kent. She attencte:i the Strict Baptist 
cause there,and after a time removed her 
me?Jbership to Ryarsh, KentJ where the 
writer became a member, arter having 
been baptized at Borough-green. Our 
dear mother was for about 29 years a 
consistent member of 'Ebenezer. Matt
field-green, Brenchley, Kent. We saw 
her eight days before the dear Lord took 
her to Himself. She had been confined 
to her room for several days, but quite 
thought she would get about again, but 
the Lord ordered it otherwise. She said 
to me. "I feel this mud-wall cottage 
shake," &c. Her son-in-law asked her 
if there was any chapter she would like 
read, She replied, "Read the 23rd 
Psalm." He read it, and offered a few 
words of prayer. We did not think she 
was so near her journey's end. I have 
heard her say that in all her troubles 
she has at times had very much of the 
Lord's presence, and bas proved Him to 
be a prayer-hearing and answering 
God. One of her favourite hymns, 
among many, was, "0 for a closer walk 
with God," and "Thy mercy, my God." 
It would take up too much time and 
space to mention all the hymns that 
were precious to her soul. Suffice it to 
say, our loss is her eternal gain.-S, 
BEACH, College-road, Bromley, Kent. 

On the 15th Dec,, 1890, MRS. ANN 
CRAXF0RD, of Cowley-road, Uxbridge, 
Middlesex, eldest daughter of the late 
Mr. Samuel Cox, senior, of Boyson-road, 
Camberwell, in her 86th year. Interred 
at Hillingdon, 

On the 9th Jan,, 1891, SAMUEL Cox. 
eldest son of the late Mr. James Cox./ of 
Brixton, in his 48th year. Interrea. at 
Nunhead, 

In affectionate remembrance of JAMES 
GoDSMARK, who died on January 12th, 
1891, in his 75th year. "This poor man 
cried and the Lord heard him and 
saved him out of all his troubles.1• He 
left no dying testimony-his was a 
living one, 



11m. G. 1r. THOMAS, PASTOR, AKlrnAK STREET, TRIN(;, HERT:-;. 

(See JJll!JI' 79), 

£1nittcn hu a Jooh. 
"J esusl let Thy pitying eye 

Call back Thy wandering sheep." 

IN the character of the Apostle Peter, as recorded in the Word of God, 
there appears certain striking features worthy of imitation, and 

which all must admire who love candour and straightforwardness in the 
things of God. But, although he was strictly honest, and spoke from 
the heart what he really felt,, he was, nevertheless, one of those kind of 
persons who do not reckon the cost before they begin to state what they 
have to say, and whose failures rather excite pity than censure. 

Peter was always ready to give utterance to what was uppermost in 
his mind, and was, therefore, often rash and impulsive in his expressions, 
and self-confident in his actions, which rendered him an eai;y prey to the 

VoL. XLVII. MARCH. 1891. G 
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cunning craft of Satan, and which no doubt frequently brought him into 
great trouble of mind, as he was extremely sensitive and tender-hearted. 
He was undoubtedly as warm and enthusiastic after his call by grace as 
before, and did not lose his zeal when brought into the actual service of 
God, as many we have known do. In after years Peter seems to have 
remembered with pleasure the joy he once realised with Jesus on the 
Mount; and we ,should think he never entirely forgot many of the 
special glances the Saviour gave him during their fellowship together. 
That was no doubt a precious glance of welcome Jesus gave him when 
introduced to Him by his brother Andrew (John i. 42); but that was a 
glance of tender rebuke be received from Christ, when he saw the wind 
boisterous, ~nd began ~o sink (Matt. xiv. 30). Another glance, probably 
more searchmg than either of the two previously mentioned was that 
Jesus gave him, when He said,'' Whom say ye that I am?"' But Peter 
was well repaid for his steadfast declaration, when the Saviour gave 
him a look of approval, and said, " Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona," &c. 

Peter, before his sad fall, hardly knew the reality of bis own frailty. 
He knew not that he had already begun to fall, when he rashly, though 
with great sincerity, said: '' Lord, I am ready to go with Thee, both 
into prison, and to death." 

"How feeble human efforts prove 
Against temptation's power; 

E'en Peter's flaming zeal and love 
Aro vanquished in an hour." 

The time for testing Peter's real strength soon came. He had long 
been valiant in the cause of his Divine Master; but Satan, who anxiously 
desired to hasten his fall, was ready to "sift him as wheat.'' Jesus, 
had, however, by His prayer, to a great extent forestalled Satan in the 
matter; but Peter shortly exhibited signs of his own weakness, and 
Satan's baneful influence over him in his following Jesus afar off, and 
which resulted in his awful denial of Him, supported by cursing and 
swearing, a thing he had probably been accustomed to when in his un
converted state. He followed Christ afar off, says an old writer, "to 
save his reputation, and sleep in a whole skin." But when Satan bad 
gone quite far enough with Peter, the dear Lord graciously interposed, 
and broke the snare by a look. Jesus considered it unnecessary to utter 
words in order to effect true contrition in Peter's heart; one look was 
quite sufficient. "The Lord turned and looked upon Peter," their eyes 
met, and Peter·s heart at once melted. It does not appear ·that Peter 
remembered anything about what Christ had said to him beforehand 
respecting the cock crowing until he caught His eye; then "Peter 
remembered the word of the Lord," &c. Peter had evidently taken up 
a position in the hall behind the Saviour, who was then before the bar 
of the High Priest, and notwithstanding the solemn things which were 
eng-aging His attention, He did not forget Peter, whose eyes were most 
probably fixed upon Him at the time. The dear Lord kindly avoided 
speaking to Peter in order to prevent him from being detected by the 
officers of the court. He, therefore, simply turned and gave him a side 
glance which cut him to the quick, and caused him to go out and weep 
bitterly. 

How penetrating must have been that look. Jesus might justly have 
given him a withering look, and bani~hed him at once to perdition. It, 
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was a look of astonishment, as though He should say, Peter I am sur
prised at you-Can you look Me in the face and tell Me you 'don't know 
Me? It was a look of tender rebuke and sad displeasure, but not alto
gether a wrathful one, for who could endure the'' wrath of the Lamb?" 
It wes a disconsolate look, which filled Peter with dejection, but not 
despair. It was a look of affection and sympathy, as also of warning 
for him to go out; Peter quite understood it, for he immediately retired 
from his Master's presence. Matthew Henry says, " Christ guided him 
with His eye, gave him a wink to go out from that sorry company." It 
was a glance full of tenderness, compassion, and identification, and most 
effective in its issue. How blessedly and successfully did Peter preach 
the Gospel after Christ had restored him; and how sweetly did Jesus 
elicit from him the full decision of his heart, in the question thrice put 
to him, "Lovest thou Me ? " Peter's reply reminds us of Dr. Doddridge's 
lines:-

" Do not I love Thee from my soul 1 
Then let me nothing love; 

Dead be my heart to every joy 
Which Thou dost not approve." 

Peter, no doubt, received several sweet glances of reconciliation and love 
from Jesus after the resurrection; but now he dwells in His delightful 
presence with all the glorified host. How precious is a look of love from 
Jesus! Dr. Fawcett says:-

"One look, dear Lord, the rock will melt, 
One look will make me whole, 

One look will pardon all my guilt, 
One look will save my soul." 

Dear reader,' may you be favoured with one saving, sovereign look 
from the dear Redeemer, and be kept, as Peter says, "by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time." 
So prays 

W. WINTERS, Editor. 
Waltham Abbey, Essex. 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.-No. III. 
MR. G. w. THOMAS, PASTOR, ~-\.KEM.AN STREET, TRING, HERT8. 

I WAS born in London in the year 1851, and I was the object of a 
loving mother's prayers, who was a member of the Church at Hill

street, Dorset-square, having been baptized by the late John Forman, at 
the early age of 16. My earliest religious impressions were received when 
I was 14 years of age; but being placed in the midst of ungodly men, and 
being removed in providence from my home, these all passed away; and 
looking back upon the period of time between the ages of 1-! and 22, I 
must cover that, and only say, I was the chief of sinners. 

My conversion took place in the Whitfield Tabernacle, Tottenham 
Court.-road, London, the second Lord's-day evening in February, 18,;I, 
under a sermon preached by Dr. Bevan, from Matt. xviii. 11 : "For the 
Son of Man is come to save that which was lost." This was the tnrning 
point of my life. I was, at that ~ime,_ in ~ sit~1ation in Oxford-street, 
London; buti beino- removed to a s1tuat10n m Fmsbury-square, London, 
I attended the ministry of Mr. W. Cuff, in Providence Chapel, Hacknt'y-



80 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

road, and seeing that baptism, by immersion, was the only right way to, 
the Table, I applied for admission to the Church, and was baptized by 
Mr. Cuff in April, 1874, and was, for a few years, an active worker in 
the Sunday-schools, Mission, and Church; but something transpiring, in 
connection with the life and walk of one of the members, led to my 
withdrawal from that Church at the close of the year 1877, and for a 
time I attended various places, but could not find what my soul needed, 
until again another move brought me to the ministry of my dear friend, 
Mr. John Bo~, of Soho Chap~!, Oxford-street; there my soul was fed, 
and the doctrmes of grace, which I had never heard before, satisfied the 
longing of my soul. 

ln,ited by my dear friend, the late Mr. W. Russell, I became a 
teacher in the school, and in 1880 I joined the Church there by 
experience. My membership having lapsed with the Church at Provi
dence, and their not being of the same faith and order. I taught the 
Bible-class (young men), and the class rapidly increased from five mem
bers to thirty; some were blessed under the instruction, and joined the· 
Church. 

In the year 1882 a friend urged me to preach for him, and although 
it was with fear and trembling, I at last consented to try, and did so• 
with some acceptance. I thought I ought to tell my dear pastor, Mr. 
Box, what I had done. The result of that was, an invitation to preach 
three times before the Church at Soho, which I did in the months of 
April and May, 1882. Mr. Box then recommended me to the Church 
at Borough-green, Kent, and I preached there for the first time, July 
31, 1882, and was asked to preach two Lord's-days in August and 
twice again in September, when I was desired by the Church to preach 
for three months, with a view to the pastorate. 

After prayerful consideration I consented, and at the end of 
three months the Church decided to wait another month, and lay the 
matter in prayer before the Lord. And in February, 1883, I was. 
elected pastor of the Church, only five members dissenting. The Lord 
was with us, and blessed the word. Congregation increased, and I bad 
the pleasure of baptizing 18 or 20. But in the year 1886 I felt it my 
duty to resign the office I held, and with mutual regret on the part 
of the Church and myself, I left the Church at Borough-green the last 
Lord's-day in September, 1886, carrying with me the love and good 
wishes of that kind and loving people. May the Lord bless them. 

After much prayer the Lord directed my steps to Akeman-street, 
Tring. I entered upon my ministry here the first Lord's-day in 
No,ember, 1886, and was chosen pastor the last week in March, 1887, 
only one neutral. The Lord has blessed us, our ?o.ngregations have 
increased souls have been saved, and many have JOmed the Church. 
The work is hard, but the Lord who sent me here has sustained me, 
and I trust He will still continue to do so (if His will) for many years. 
And my soul cries: "To His name be all the glory." Amen. 

I am, yours in Him, 
GEORGE w. THOMAS. 

HOWEVER dull, stupid, and unprqjitable, at times, ordinances and 
means of grace may seem, still grace, like the live coal under the embers, 
is not gone out nor extinguished.-Hawker. 
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NOTES ON THE LIFE AND LABOURS OF THE LATE 
JOHN SLATE ANDERSON. 

BY G. RUFFELL. 
( Concluded froni page 58.) 

PART III. 
HYMNS, POETRY, ETC. 

SOLOMON'S SONGS were a thousand and five. Mr. Anderson's are 
not quite so numerous as that, but he wrote a great many. He 

had a very felicitous gift of presenting the Gospel in rhyme His 
original hymns, in the body of Stevens' Selection, are but five. The 
Hymn-book Committee, however, has lately published thirty others, 
which are to be added to future editions, thus making the total number 
of hymns in the Selection a thousand. The occasions for which he 
composed them were, The Death of Members, Birthdays, Sunday-echool 
Anniversaries, Gospel Narratives, &c. In November, 1882, 

MR. R. A. LAWRENCE, PASTOR OF LYNTON-ROAI> BAPTIST CHAPEL, 
BERMONDSEY, 

died, cut off in the midst of his usefulness, at the early age of 46) 
leaving a widow and family nearly unprovided for. A fund was sub
scribed for the bereaved ones, and collections taken at the various 
chapels. Here are a few notes of Mr . .Anderson's sermon, preached on 
Lord's-day evening, January 28, 1883, when a .collection was taken for 
the above Fund-text, Exodus xvi. 35: "And the children of Israel did 
eat manna forty years, until they came to a land inhabited. They did 
eat manna until they came unto the borders of the land of Canaan." 
God is never surprised, but He often surprises His people. He increases 
faith by trying it. Former deliverances generate confidence, and 
"Ebenezer" is written upon every trial-" a stone of help." The Israelites 
murmured, a sin that cost them much trouble, and a sin that the apostle 
would have us all beware of. God might have rained.fire upon them for 
that, but He rained food. Thus how slow is His anger, and how great 
is His mercy. "He bath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded 
us according to our iniquities." Altogether, the manna was plainly a 
type of Christ. (1) In its name, which indicated a mystery; (2) in its 
colour, white; (3) inits taste, sweet like honey. "Unto you which believe 
He is precious.'' How sweet to a soul that knoweth Him is Jesus ; and 
(4) in its position, on the ground which typified the condescension of 
Christ. Here God's love met the people's necessities. It was suit~~ to 
hungry souls. There was plenty for all. It was constant an~ unfaihn~·, 
but when the sun waxed hot it melted. They gathered 1t. In this 
provision the Lord called their various powers into exercise; it was not 
in heaps. Do not say you have no time to read the Script~1res. ll:fake 
time for it; take this hint. Allow time for all such duties. . After 
gathering they took it home. Meditation should follow reading, JUSt as 
digestion follows eating. Christ, in the Bible, is like a child's puzzle 
map. Sympathy and co-operation were called forth. Some gathered 
more, some less; but they that gathered much had nothing over, and_t~ey 
that gathered little had no lack. "Rejoice with them that do reJotee, 
and weep with them that weep. Be kindly affectioned one to ,,nother." 
Lastly, there was no other provision. Rome despised the manna, a~d 
some despise Christ. Have I any here to-night who see no beauty m 
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the Son of God ? Hear this word : "There is none other name under 
heaven, giyen among men, whereby we must be saved." May God help 
and give an a1lpetite. Amen. 

MR. ANDERSON AS A THINKER. 

There is a striking resemblance between Mr. Anderson's prose and 
Thomas Scott's; indeed, he had much in common with the Author of 
" The Force of Truth." Scott was brought from Arminian mystification 
to free-grace simplicity, as is well known, through the preaching and 
friendship of John Newton. This Mr. A. explained with some anima
tion, at the same time presenting us with his copy of that work in 1874, 
while the new edition of Stevens' hymns was in preparation. On the 
fly-leaf is written," J. S. Anderson, 1847," at which period he was engaged 
in the London City Mission, and the prayerful perusal thereof evidently 
stablished, strengthened, and settled him as a staunch Calvinist. As a 
thinker he was independent, though not deep. In his addresses to the 
young men, at the Mutual Improvement Class, he would seek to stimu
late what was so peculiar and profitable to himself. He would often 
remark: '' You young people, I would have you think for yourselves." 
And again : " How few Christians seem to understand the doctrine of 
justification by faith." 

Among the numerous notes, in his own hand-writing, in "The Force 
of Truth," we find one so characteristic of him as to warrant its being 
transcribed here. It seems, that during the author's exercises of mind 
in the transition from sand to rock, and from darkness to light in 
doctrine, he did not read any works written by Churchmen calculated to 
help him, but after chaos had given place to order, and the rest of his 
heart had been found, he received several books upon those very subjects 
he had been in doubt about. "Sometime in November, 1777," Scott 
wrote, " I was, by a then unknown friend, furnished with a considerable 
number of books written, in general, by the old divines, both of the 
Church of England and of the Dissenters, and to my no small surprise, 
I found that these doctrines, which are called Methodistical, are, in these 
books, everywhere discoursed of as known and allowed truths; and that 
the system which, despising to be taught by men, and unacquainted 
with such authors, I had, for near three years together, been hammering 
out for myself, with no small labour and anxiety, was to be found ready
made to my hands." The following is Mr. Anderson's note upon the 
above:-" Why were not these books sent before? because God would 
have us hammer out for ourselves." 

Mr. Anderson's hymns and poems may be compared to John New
ton's. He was very partial to Newton's hymns. Upon the highest and 
brightest of all themes, he would often quote the verses:-

" What think ye of Christ? is the test, 
To try both your state and your schemes; 

You cannot be right in the rest, 
Unless you think rightly of Him." 

.A.t the Lord's Table, after the opening hymn had been sung, he would 
look lovingly round upon his flock then present, and sometimes preface 
the few remarks he was wont to make with,-

" Time, by moments, steals away, 
First the hour and then the day; 

Small the daily loss appears, 
But it soon amounts to years." 
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Those who have the old editions of Stevens' Selection will remember 
that the last two veriles only of the well known hymn of Newton's-

" Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God"-

are found there. Mr. Anderson at once re3tored the hymn to its original 
fulness, save that one verse is omitted, four verses being considered 
sufficient to sing at once. Being so naturally tender to the weak, he 
used to defend the verse,-

" 'Tisa point I long to know, 
Oft it causes anxious thought," 

from the tabooing it bas received in some quarters. Also the spiritual 
discernment contained in the hymn, " I asked the Lord that I might 
grow," was often commented upon and given out. These hymns that 
we have cited were all "dear Newton's," as Mr. A. would say; and it 
will be seen bow much bis thoughts and experiences harmonised with 
the author of, '' Begone, unbelief, my Saviour is near." We shall never 
forget the sweetness of the hymn, "Approach, my soul, the m«rcy-seat," 
as given out by Mr. A. one evening, after a sermon from : "I was 
brought low, and He helped me." Mr. Anderson generally underrated 
bis own performances in this respect, which ce1tainly have been, and will 
continue to be, useful to the Church of Christ, and as certainly are not 
calculated to disgust persons of the most superior discernment, if only 
they have the love of Christ. 

Referring again to Stevens' Selection for a moment (concerning the 
compilation of which we have quite a little history), it was a happy 
thought to make the grand hymn of Perronetts, "All bail the power of 
Jesu's name," No. 777, for of all hymns there is a sevenfold harmony in 
that. We always associate the singing of it with the Ascension Psalm 
(xlvii.). 

MR. GEORGE WY.A.RD, .A. SOLID .A...."'ID FAITHFUL PRE.A.CHER, 

stood for some years pastor of Zion and other London Churches. He 
was a painstaking and interesting author, and hymn-writer as well. 
Amongst other works he published three volumes, entitled, "Daily 
Reflections," containing good Gospel truth in prose and verse. During 
his pastorate at New Cross, several members of his family settled at 
Deptford and Lewisham, and amongst them at last he returned to die. 
His stately and venerable form would be often with us at Zion. He 
died December 3, 1873, from effusion of sernm on the brain, in a good 
old age. On the Monday evening previous to his death, be was present 
at the usual prayer-meeting, when Mr. Anderson requested him to 
engage in prayer, and we well remember (it was noticed by many) the 
sweetness with which he was evidently led out at the throne of grace. 

"His Maker kissed his soul away, 
And laid his flesh to rest." 

To many hearts, doubtless, his memory is still dear. It is embalmed_ in 
Stevens' Selection by two hymns-No. 607, "0 Thou, who dost Thme 
Israel keep"; and 608, "Just and holy, Lord, art Th~u "-which we~e 
selected from " Daily Reflections" at Mr. Anderson s request. His 
widow, much beloved, has recently passed to her everlasting home. 
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TH E PIE R C ED ON E. 
Xous of a Sermon Prrarhrd ly the late MR. HENRY HALL, at Ebemzer, 

Clapham, on Sunday Morning, October 19th, 1890. 
[DEAR MR. WINTERs,-Mr. Hodges has asked me to send you a copy of some 

notes of Mr. Hall's last two sermons. I hope you will be able to make some use 
of them, and that the Lord will be pleased to make them a blessing to some of 
His" poor" ones. The written words reem to convey but little of the enlarge
ment and liberty with which he seemed to enter into the character of Him he 
was so soon to see-the pierced One-but also the King in His beauty with 
"nothing between." With Christian regards, yours sincerely, EMILY S. RUSSELL, 
:l7, Rectory Grove, Clapham.] 

·[Notes of the evening sermon shall (D.V.) appear as early as possible.-ED.] 
"And again another Scripture saith, They shall look on Him whom they 

pierced."-J0HN xix. 37. 

HOW full of marrow! These words contain the very essence of all 
true religion. If we do not realise a little of it, our religion is a 

poor empty thing. How much passes for religion to-day that is only a 
mere empty name. If ever Christ is dishonoured it is by those who 
preach erroneous doctrines and say, "He is knocking at the door of 
men's hearts, and they will not let Him in.'' But the text says, "They 
SHALL look on Him whom they have pierced." 

Let us endeavour to look at our subject in the following order :-
1. The person, '' Him." 
2. The piercing of" Him." 
3. The looking upon Him whom they have pierced. 
God has great reverence for His own truth. It would be well if we 

all had greater reverence for it. Strange it is that so many can read 
the Word, and profess love to Christ, and yet hold tbe doctrines they do 
which are diametrically opposed to the Scriptures. The " HIM " here is 
no private person, no ordinary person, but the Mediator between God 
and man, who had now reached the hour of His sufferings. It was the 
Mediator who hung upon the cross, whose side was pierced ; the Son of 
Man whom the Father bad made strong for Himself to complete His 
work. The Mediator of whom the prophet had spoken in the Scriptures, 
'' .A bone of Him shall not be broken.'' His garments were parted 
among the soldiers. They cast lots for His vesture. Vinegar was 
given for His thirst, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. The M~dia
tor between God and man. Himself both God and Man, the Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father. 

He was Divine, or He could not have satisfied the claims of Divine 
justice. Had He not been .Almighty God, He could not possibly have 
redeemed His people. He possessed every perfection of the Godhead, 
and proved Himself on earth to be the mighty God. None but God 
could raise the dead, open the eyes of the blind, cast out devils, control 
the winds and the waves. 

While He was God, He was also man, that He might be the Saviour 
of His people. He was seen in the days of His flesh as a man among 
men, as the Son of Joseph the carpenter. He was "Man to suffer, 
and God to save." .A human sacrifice could never have atoned. God 
never dealt with any one but Him. He dealt with Adam as the head 
of the human race, but with Christ as the Head of His people. The 
Word says, " Ought not Christ to have suffered these things and to 
enter into His glory?" They pierced Him as the Church's ~ead, Hus
band, Ransom, and the faith of the Church thus beholds Him. And 
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if your faith thus beholds Him, you will look nowhere else, you will see 
Him as the balm of your grief and care. It is Christ that died. Who 
is he that can condemn ? There is not a sin committed by His people 
that He has not put away-not a breach that He has not filled for them. It 
is they who have pierced Him, who shall look upon Him. This piercing 
includes the whole of flis sufferings. Christ was given up by both Jews 
and Gentiles. " All kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him " 
(Rev. i. 7). The whole family of grace, both Jews and Gentiles, pierced 
Him. He felt the piercing nature of their sins. He was brouo-ht by 
their transgression into deep mire, where there was no standing. 0Every 
sin was a death; then how numerous the deaths that He endured l He 
was pierced by the hand of justice for every sin of every one of His 
people. He tasted death for every man. He took the cup and drank 
it to the very dregs. And because of this, all for whom He was pierced 
must enter into the blessedness of it. 

It was not the sins of the world that pierced Rim. Why He chose 
some and not others is best known to Himself. Not because they were 
more in number or better than others, but because He loved them 
(Dent. vii. 6-8). 

"My_ faith looks back to see, 
The burdens Thou didst bear, 

When hanging on the accursed tree, 
And hopes her guilt was there." 

If He had died for the sins of the whole world, then we need not 
have another doubt, for God would be unjust to exact payment-

" First at our bleeding Surety's hand, 
And then again at ours." 

Why shall "they'' look upon Him whom they have pierced? The 
disciples went and preached to those who ha i literally pierced Him, 
because of Christ's intercessory prayer. He said, "Father, forgi,e them, 
for they know not what they do.'' What was the result? They cried 
out, " What must we do to be saved ? " They looked to Him as the 
disciples preached Him. No salvation apart from looking to Him. 
Christ was exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to 
Iorael and remission of sins. Repentance, the fruit of faith, is the first 
thing manifested in a child of God. There can be no repentance except 
what proceeds from the goodness of God. 

They look with a look of sympathy when they see Hirn brought into 
these depths of suffering for their sins. They look with a look of con
fidence to Him as the Raviour who has finished the "·ork and completed 
salvation. There is no questioning the efficacy of His blood, obedience, 
and righteousness. They look believingly, that He has suffered that 
they might live. They SHALL look. No rnay-be about it. God's grace 
is stronger than man's will. He is not a disappointed SaYiour. God 
be with you. Amen. 

OH, the sovereign efficacy of the Red~erner's blood; it not only 
c\eanseth sin, but ctll sin; not only other's sins, but our sins; not only 
tlie present evil of sin, but the everlasting evil of'it; not only now, but 
for ever.-Ha,clcer. 

H 
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HEART DECEIT. 
BY MR. A. E. REALFF, PASTOR, GUILDFORD. 

THE Holy Ghost, by His prophet Jeremiah, informs us that" the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked;" and 

Re adds the startling question, "Who can know it?'' The knowledge 
of this fact will account for many things, not only the wickedness of the 
wicked. hut the sins and failures of the best. Well might Augustine cry 
out," Lord, save me from that wicked man-myself!" Alas! how did their 
own hearts deceiYc Noah (Gen. ix. 21); Lot (xix. 32); Abraham (xii. 13; 
xx. 2); lsaa,c (xxvi. 7); Jacob (xxvii.); Joseph's brethren (xxxvii. 32); 
n,nid (2 Sam. xi.); Peter (Luke xxii. 33); Paul (Acts xxvi. 9-11); the 
Jews (John viii. 20); and the persecutors of the saints (John xvi. 2). 

It is "deceitful above all things;" nothing is so deceitful as the 
hun::an heart. This is not the "new heart" and "right spirit," which 
"after God is created in righteousness and true holiness." That is not 
wicked at all; indeed, this new man " cannot sin, because he is born of 
God'' (1 John iii. 9): he" delights in the law of God;" he "keepeth him
self, and that wicked one toucheth him not." No, it is the natural 
heart, the " old man " of sin, that is so deceitful; and it is well to 
know it, that we may beware. " The godly man finds delight only in 
the knowledge of his graces; but finds profit in the knowledge of his 
corruptions. We are pleased only with the sight of friends in our 
homes; but if a thief have entered, we thank him that shews where 
he is " (Caryl) 

"The heart is deceitful in all things:" for so the words may likewise 
be rendered. There is notbing in or about which the heart may not 
decei-e us. It will persuade us that good is bad, and that bad is good 
(Isa. v. 20); that darkness is light, and light is darkness; that bitter is 
sweet, and sweet is bitter. The Septuagint translates it " deep "-yea, 
it is a very abyss of sin (Psa. lxiv. 6). Indeed, it is "desperately 
wicked" (or" sick,'' R.V.), so much so as to be incurable; and thus the 
sa,me Hebrew word is rendered in chap. xv. 18, and xxx. 12. "It is so 
abominably wicked,'' says Poole, "that no man can know his own 
heart." Well, therefore, said a certain martyr in a letter to his wife, 
" Take heed of the devil and the world, but especially of thine own 
heart" (Trapp). 

The natural heart promises pleasure in the ways of sin-yea, a great 
deal of pleasure-pleasure of long continuance; but it hides from our 
mind the pain, the sting, the shame, the ruin both for time 
and eternity. Truly, '' we have a Trojan horse full of armed enemies 
in the citadel of our hearts. We have Jebusites enough in us to undo 
us. It was no ill character, therefore, of a good man that is given by 
Epictetus, a heathen, that he carefully watcheth himself as his own 
deadly enemy" (Trapp). 

'IV-hen the heart cannot easily beguile with pleasure, it will often 
succeed with profit. " See,'' it says, " what you will gain by such and 
such a course," by lying, it may be, or treachery, or slander. It 
persuades a person to cover up one sin by committing another, and 
promises him an opportunity to atone for both in the future; but that 
opportunity never arriv~s. How often the young ar~ 1e?eiv:e~ by their 
evil heart into the notion that they can make thell' m1qmties less by 
denying them; or by excusing them to themselves, calling them "little 
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faults," such as everybody commits, even the best, eRpecially in the days 
of their youth! "Besides,'' adds this deceiver," you would never have 
Raid that wrong word, or done that evil thing, if you had not been 
greatly aggravated by such a person or circumstance: your nature is 
too good to do such and such without provocation. The sin is with the 
person who made you do it." As though there were a certain necesgity or 
·destiny forcing one to do wrong. Thus Israel said, "We are deliverc,l 
to do all these abominations'' (Jer. vii. 10). 

Again, the heart deceives many into the ways of sin under pretence 
of gettinl! knowledge. This, indeed, is a very ancient temptation (Gen. 
iii. 5). Says the evil nature, "You ought to be acquainted with certain 
things, and to taste certain sinful pleasures, or you will know less than 
i)thers, and so be at a disadvantage with them; you will be behind thf~ 
age, and ignorant of what others know, and what you ought to know. 
Why should you be content to be behind the times?'' Alas! what 
would our first parents have given to be without the knowledge which 
sin gave them? So many have felt since; even we, who have been 
born again, would give the world not to know that which sin has 
-taught us. We would gladly unlearn it, but, alas! we cannot. 

" Where ignorance is bliss, 
'Tis folly to be wise." 

In the memoirs of Napoleon at St. Helena, by the Count Las Casas, we 
read these words of the ex-emperor: "What rewards have I not a right 
to expect, who have run a career so extraordinary, so tempestuous as 
mine has been, without committing a single crime? And yet how many 
might I not have been guilty of? I can appear before the tribunal of 
God, I can await His judgment without fear. He will not find my 
conscience stained with the thoughts of murder and poisonings, with 
the infliction of violent and premeditated deaths." And thus he goes 
on to justify himself in what wrong,, he had done by saying, " I have 
wished only for the glory, the power, the greatness of France." And 
t,his, he thinks, will excuse, or condone, all the wickedness of his life' 
So it was even with John Newton when a slave-trader. Referring to 
this period, he says, "I never had the least scruple as to its lawfulness. 
I was, upon the whole, satisfied with it, as the appointment providence 
had marked out for me." 

The true way to wisdom is pointed out in 1 Cor. iii. 18. How many 
are deceived by their own hearts that they shall get on at the Day of 
J udgment as well as others; or that there is time enough yet to consider 
about eternal things, or that they can repent and turn when they think they 
will! Others solace themselves with the reflection that they are not so bad as 
some that they know, or have heard of, as though a thief were any less 
a thief because he is not an adulterer; or as though a youth who tells a 
wilful lie is not so very bad, because he is not a drunkard! 

What a mercy that God knows and S';)arches the heart! Grace is the 
only effectual antidote to our innate depravity, and even that cannot 
<lestrov it. The most we can do by grace in our present state is to 
control, deny, and keep under the "body of sin and death." God help 
us to " watch and pray " daily. And may our hearts ~e of~en ch~er~~' 
aud our courage animated, by the sweet hope contamed m Phil. m. 
21. 
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MEMOIR OF MR. W. HAZELTON. 

IN taking up the pen to write the memoir of a good man, one feels 
the deep need of superintending grace, so that the right words may 

be used. There is, at the same time, the consciousness that peculiar 
mental qualifications are necessary to the right performance of such a 
task. Whatever qualification the present writer may lack, he feels he 
can plead the impo1tant one of intimate acquaintance. During the 
whole of Mr. Hazelton's pastorate at Lewisham, and up to the time of 
his death, our dear brother and the present writer were on the terms of 
closest friendship, and it is a joy, ,,hile writing, to be able to say that 
the friendship was never disturbed by a single misunderstandino·. 

Our dear br_oth~r was born of ~od-fearing pllrents, who u~d every 
effort to lead him m the paths of virtue; and, as early as possible he 
was taken to the Lord's house. From a very early age he was the ~ub
ject of serious impressions. In a letter recently received from his 
mo~her, containing most interesting incidents of his earliest years, 
occur the following passages:-" When William was about two years 
and six months old, he was out with a little girl who allowed him to 
eat something very poisonous from the roadside, and he lay for 36 
hours unconscious, the doctor quite giving him up. When he opened 
his eyes, he said distinctly, three times, 'Me will not be minster' 
( meaning minister). I said, ' No, dear, you will not be ; ' but he 
answered, pointing across the room, ' That man say;; me will be-man 
:rot nightgown on, and beauty on his head.' A dear old Christian, 
coming in directly after, said,' Never tell him till you see what the Lord 
has to do;' and I did not, till he was called to the work of the ministry, 

. When William was about seven years of age, I sent him on 
au errand, giving him the money to pay. A younger brother went with 
him. and after a long time had passed they came back. I said, 'What a 
long time you have been!' The younger one said, 'Willie had to say 
his prayers.' As I irn1uired further into the matter, Willie said, 'You 
and father say if we want anything we must ask God, and He will send 
it. I lost the money, and I knelt down and asked God to let me find it, 
and I got up and found it. So God does answer prayer, mother!' Soon 
after this, he wanted an overcoat. We had many expenses, and I said. 
' You cannot have one, dear, this year.' He said, ' I think I shall, for l 
have asked God for one;' and, strange to say, only two days after one was 
sent for him, which fitted him perfectly. 'There, mother,' he said,' God 
does answer prayer!' Yon see, sir, even in tender years his confidence 
in the Lord as a God who heareth prayer was very strong. Often, when 
he saw me perplexed, he would say, 'Ask God, mother, and He will send 
it.' From a very little child he was much attached to the house of God. 
·when very young, he went out bathing, took a chill, and for six weeks 
bis life was despaired of. Oh, how I begged then that his life might be 
spared! But since I have seen what a sufferer he has been, I have almost 
felt I was wrong. Still, the Lord had a work for him to do; and now it 
is done, and his race is run. Deeply we mourn our loss, yet would be 
submissive to the Lord's will." 

Notwithstanding these gracious impressions in his early ye_ars, we 
have it on his own authority that, when he became an apprentrne and 
mixed with ungodly men, his evil heart imbibed iniquity so readily that. 
l,e speedily became well-nigh the ringlc:i.der in many deeds of wicked. 
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ness. The time was not yet come for his ~ffectual call, but still the 
Lord would not let him alone. His connection with the Sabbath-school 
was graciously sustained, "and by this means," he says, "I was kept 
where sovereign grace would arrest me." One Sunday morning, when 
he was about sixteen years of age, a hymn was being given out, one verse 
of which contains the line, "Our souls can never die." Pausing at these 
words, the teacher made a few remarks upon the solemn truth they pro
claimed; and the thought instantly flashed into William Hazelton's 
mind, '' If my soul is immortal, am f going to heaven or hell?'' This 
question, recurring with increased force, filled his heart with trouble for 
many weeks, until he resolved one Lord's-day morning that he would go 
to chapel once more, and if deliverance did not come, he would never 
attend the means of grace again. Do you think it a rash and desperate 
resolution, my reader? Be it known, then, that, strange as it appears, 
the resolution was the product of the Holy Spirit, who was workin_q in his 
-heart. The set time had arrived-the moment God had fixed, in which 
His child was to be brought into the experience of Gospel liberty. A }lr. 
Kealy was preaching that morning at London-road Chapel, Chelmsford. His 
text was, "Therefore, thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for 
a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foun
dation: he that believeth shall not make haste" (Isa. xxviii. 16). The 
truth of the text shone brightly into the mind of the troubled seeker, 
and he was led to see how God. could be just, and yet the ju~tifier of 
them that believe. He could now rejoice in a finished salvation. Soon 
his mind became exercised about believers' baptism, and, in due course, 
he was pr0posed to the Church for membership, unanimously voted in, 
and baptized by Mr. S. K. Bland, of Ipswich. 

The Lord next began to work in his heart a desire to preach the 
Gospel. This desire became very strong, but with it came a great fear 
of presuming to take up such an important work. He carried this 
burden alone for between three and four years, keeping the secret to his 
soul and his God. It was not until his apprenticeship was ended, and 
he had left his native town, that the door into the ministry was opened 
for him. He preached his first sermon at Prittlewell, near Southend; 
his text being, "Sirs, we would Jesus." That first text was prophetic of 
his whole ministry. Those who were afterwards privileged to have him 
as their pastor will agree with the writer that his one aim was to lead 
his hearers to Jesus. 

Numerous engagements to preach soon fell to his lot, and he tra,elled 
far and wide for two years and a half, until eventually he was settled as 
pastor at College Park, Lewisham. His recognition took place ou 
'October 18th, 1881, when his uncle, Mr. John Hazelton, of Chadwell 
street, Clerkeuwell, delivered the charge to the pastor. Now they have 
both gone home, and have possibly recognised each other with a joy
which we must die to know. 

For about seven years he lovingly dirnharged the duties of pastor to 
the flock at Lewisham. He was greatly blessed of the Lord in the con
version of sinners and the establishment of saints ; and, as a preacher, 
he was the most promising of all of us who form the younger portion of 
our London pastors. We remembet· with joy now his faithful discharge 
'Of duty amid discouraging circumstances; his honest dealing with the 
word of truth; his loving, but firm adherence to the Church of the New 
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Te~t.ament ; his blameleEs l'eputation; and his patient anrl cheerful' 
endurance of trial. 

Some of us will neyer forget 7-'wsdrry, Jwu 6th, 1881', the sad day 
when our dear brother was stricken down by the terrible disease which, 
after nearly three years of suffering and hclplessncs~, terminated his life. 
Before the mystery we ha,e to bow; and, while reason is baffied, om' 
faith would cry, "All is well. ' During that protracted illness our hopes. 
and fears alternated. We visited him many times, but we never came away 
from him depressed. His hopefulness of spirit was so g·reat that it was 
only within two or three weeks of his death that he gave up all idea of 
being strong enough to preach again. When all hope of this was gone, 
there "·as no petulance, but simply a peaceful resignation of himself into 
his Father's hands. What his last hours were the readers of this ma"a
zine already know from February number, page 4!l. The Lord who had 
rn graciously guided him in life did not leave him in the article of death. 
~fay the widow and the fatherless children find God to be their faithful 
:md abiding friend. 

Only thirty-two years of age! So young, so promising, so usefult 
But let us not repine. 

Well, he has gone; and we are glad! Glad-not at our loss, but 
1,ecause of his gain. For William Hazelton, to die was gain indeed. 
He has left all his sorrows for ever behind. This sin-smitten world is 
one ,ast whispering-gallery, carrying the echoing cries of bleeding 
humanity round and round; but, among all the zephyrs which float over 
the plains of glory, there is never a breath which is stirred by a groan. 
Ilear brother, we envy thy happy lot ! . Oh, that we could join thee ~ 
But we are coming soon. Thank God! we are sure of heaven, because 
of the oath, and promises, and blood. While waiting a little longe1' 
helm,, we will sing:-
.. Well, He has fixed the happy day, 

When the last tear shall fill my eyes; 
And God shall wipe that tear away, 

And fill me with DiYine surprise 
To hear His voice, and see His face, 
And feel His infinite embr&c2. 

This is the heaven I long to know; 
For this with patience I would wait, 

Till, weaned from earth and all below, 
I mount to my celestial seat, 

And wave my palm, and wear my crown,_ 
And with the elders cast them down." 

PHILIP REYNOLDS. 

MEMORIES OF PAST DAYS. 
BY W. TROT?iLL1", PASTOR, STONEHOUSE, DEVO~L 

LOOKING into my Bible the other day, I found the following note, 
"My first sermon at Blackmore, Nov. 12th, 1848." This note 

occurs near Micah vii. 19, 20. The first sermon of some thousands 
preached during 25 years. How many times has the Lord fulfilled the 
annexed promise, " He will turn again, He will have compassion, He 
will subdue our iniquities, and Thou wilt cast our sins into the depths of 
the sea." I call to remembrance some remarkable instances of the power 
of the truth of Christ to save notorious sinners. In one case it was a man 
who had vowed he would never enter the chapel where his mother and 
father were constant worshippera. The Lord smote him with blindness, 
and he was brought home to his parish a pauper, and, like Manasseh, 
taken in the thorns of affiiction, his pride was subdued, and he permitted 
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hie poor old mother to lead him into chapel. I gave an address to the 
Sundn.y-school on Solomon·s words, "Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth.'' The arrow of conviction entered his heart, and, for 
the first time, he trembled at God's Word. A subsequent address on 
"That I may win Christ, and be found in Him," confirmed the Word 
to his soul; but from that time till the Lord revealed His love and 
mercy to him, he was deeply troubled. It, was a glorious delivernnce, 
and he was led, blind as he was, down into the water and baptized as a. 
willing follower of the once despised Lord Jesus. He who had vowed 
he would never enter our doors, afterwards, for 10 or 12 years, lived in 
the chapel house; and his greatest delight and comfort was to be found 
in the assembly of the saints. Some years ago he died happy in the 
Lord. 

One more instance of the power of divine grace in saving sinners, 
A young man-a farm servant-had been convicted of sin under the 
word preached at the Church where he attended. His conscience was 
smitten, and he could find no relief. The law was preached, but 
no word of glad tidings reached his heart; he was brought so low 
that he threw himself upon a heap of haum in the yard, and 
wished he might die, yet feared the judgment that should come 
after death. Whilst lying there he was reminded that it was 
service night at the chapel at Blackmore, and a voice seemed to say, 
" Go there to-night.'' He entered the chapel. I well remember the 
evening, and the exercise I had had in finding a text, when the Lord 
directed me to the words, " Looking unto Jesus.'' It was effectual in 
that poor sinner's heart, and from that day he was enabled to look unto 
Him, and after several months, he came and told us what great things 
the Lord had done for him, and was baptized. He continued steadfastly 
in the faith, often refreshing our hearts with his simple prayers, and 
helping us in singing the songs of Zion. He never forgot to tell of that 
first word which was as a great light in the darkness of his soul, 
"Looking unto Jesus." He left Blackmore some years before I did, 
but I heard of his constancy and perseverance in the faith of Jesus. 

A third instance comes to my mind with a refreshing sweetness. It 
was a very similar case, only that in his desperation, the poor young man 
had made a determination to end his misery by ending his life. But 
the Lord had otherwise ordered the matter, and inclined his heart to 
come to a place some six miles from Blackmore, where I preached every 
Thursday for 18 months. On that special night I was induced to take 
the advice of a friend and try a nearer way across some fields, and in so 
doing I found myself in a large ploughed field, surrounded by a wnod; 
and, as the evening light was diminishing, I found myself out 01· the 
path, and I knew not whether to go forward or backward. I stood still 
and prayed, and the following words came into my mind, "Rejoice not 
against me, 0 mine enemy; when I fall I shHll arise; when I sit in dark
ness, the Lord shall be a light about me." "0 Lord," I said, "it is 
just what I want now-a light-for I know not which way to take." 
I turned about, and saw in the distance a light, which I concluded to 
be in some cottage. It was so, literally, " a light in the window for 
me.'' I followed, keeping that light in my eye, and found the cottage, 
and there I received instruction concerning the way. I still had three 
miles to walk in a pouring rain; but my heart was glad, and the text so 
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given became a blessed theme for meditation. I preached from it to 
some 12 or 14 persons; among them the young 1mm who had left 
home to do the desperate deed; but Satan, his great enemy, was foiled, 
and he was saved. He continued to come 7 miles fo1· a long time, 
and eventually confrssed his faith and was baptized. The last time I 
was at Blackmore, when I preached at the dear old chapel, he came 
7 miles to have a hand shake, but could not stay to hear the sermon. 
For very many years he has continued faithful to the Lord and the 
Word of His grace. This is very refreshing to remember. 

SOME DIVINE CERTAINTIES. 
BY A. F. NOYE~, PASTOR, POPLAR. 

IT is ce,rtai1~ that o_ur s~n will find us out (Num. xxx_ii. 23). If we are 
God s children, 1t mll find us out here. As David's found him out 

when Nathan said to him, Thou art the man. As the publican's found 
him out. As those at Pentecost, when pricked in the heart, found them 
out. And was followed by confession, repentance, belief, and salvation. 
That the sin of the unregenerate will find them out at the Day of J udg
ment; and that the sentence of condemnation shall be effected: "He 
that believeth not shall be damned." 

It is certain that the Word of God is sure (2 Pet. i. 19). More 
sure than visions and experiences. It cannot be broken. It cannot 
fail. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but the Word shall not. It 
endureth for ever. It must be so. It is not possible that it should be 
otherwise. All God is in it. All Deity is behind it. 

The testimonies of God are very sure (Psa. xciii. 5). God has not left 
Himself without witness, proof, and evidence. He has revealed Himself. 
Jesus Christ is the faithful witness. All the saints in every age have 
realised and witnessed their certainty. And blessed be God, there are 
many of us now living who know, are confident and assured of their 
certainty. He that hath received his testimony, hath set to his seal 
that God is true. We have proved them. 

The house of God is sure (1 Sam. ii. 35): "I will build him a sure 
house.'' Ye are God's building, of the household of God. Builded 
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. Living stones, 
built up a spiritual house. The temple of the Holy Ghost. He shall 
build the temple of the Lord, and he shall bear the glory. He shall 
bring forth the headstone with shoutings, Grace, grace unto it. The 
Church, the house of God, shall surely be completed. 

God's foundation is sure (Isa. xxviii. 16). Laid by God Himself 
. . . . a sure foundation. It will never give way. The foundation of 

the apostles and prophets. No other sure foundation can be laid. No 
other will endure. 

·' The Lord Himself this stone did lay, 
And tried it, but it ne'er gave way; 
A sure foundation it dotli prove 
To all the objects of His love." 

"The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are His." 

" On Christ, the solid rock, I ~tand; 
All other ground is sinking sand." 
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God's covenant of grace is sure (2 Sam. xxiii. 5 ). It is a. covenant 
of life. And life, spiritual, eternal is certain to all in the co,enant. It 
is a covenant of peace: "I will make with them (the sheep) a. covenant 
of peace.'' He, the Prince of Peace, is our peace. He has given us, and 
bequeathed His peace to us. All our salvation is in the covenant sure. 
Ohrist is our covenant Head, Surety, Substitute, Saviour. All our desire 
is in it. Pardon, justification, sanctification, supplies, preservation, all 
spiritual blessings and eternal glory. Absolutely, irrevocably sure. "They 
shall be My people and I will be their God . . . . I will not turn 
away from them to do them good, but I will put My fear in their hearts 
that they shall not depart from Me. Yea, I will rejoice over them to do 
them good." Surely ordered in all things spiritual, and in all things 
temporal. First and second birth. Bounds of habitation determined. 
Hairs numbered. Steps ordered. All, and every dispensation and 
,experience, working together for good. 

"My God, the covenant of Thy love, 
Abides for ever sure." 

Blessed be God for the covenant of grace. Our title-deed to the 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away is sure. 

God's mercy is sure (Isa. lv. 30). Peter blesses God for "abundant 
mercy," and what would you and I do, but for abounding mercy? We 
cannot remember the many times we have gone to the throne of grace 
for mercy. God's mercy is a vast ocean. Great mercy, wondrous 
.mercy to have saved me. Sovereign mercy to have distinguished some 
'Of us, the chiefest of sinners. )That vast draughts have some of us 
made upon the treasury of God's mercy. How tender are the mercies 
·of God. Everlasting mercy. New every morning. Marvellous beyond 
·conception and sure (Jer. xxxi. 20). "Is Ephraim my drnr son? ... 
I do earnestly remember him still: therefore My bowels are troubled for 
him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord." "I will give 
you the sure mercies of David." What would have become of David, 
but for the sure mercy? What would have become of us? Glory be to 
God for His sure mercy. 

Supplies are sure (Isa. xxxiii. 16). Does God care for me in all 
things? Yes. "Your Father which is in heaven knoweth that ye have 
need of these things." " My God shall supply all your need according 
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.'' "Bread shall be given him, 
and his water shall be sure." 

God's promises are mre (Rom. iv. 16). Sure to all the seed. Yea, 
and amen. In Christ. To the glory of God. They cannot fail. 
"God is not a man that He should lie, neither the son of man that He 
should repent. Rath He said and shall He not do it, or bath He spoken 
and shall He not make it good." Promises confirmed by oath, that the 
heirs of promise might have strong consolation. '' Surely blessing I 
will bless thee." "Lord, I believe. Help my unbelief." 

The believer's hope is sure ( Heb. vi. 19). It has sure anchorage 
within the veil. Hope in God from henceforth and for ernr. 

Harvest is sure (Gal. vi. 8). "He that soweth to the flesh shall of 
the flesh reap corruptir,n ; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting." To him that soweth righteonsness shall 
be a sure reward. Rejoice, ye sowers. Your preaching, teaching, 
prayers, offerings, praise, &c., all the good seed yon, by grace, are sowing 
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will produce thirty, sixty, and one hundred-fold. Grace insures the 
erop. All the chastening, tribulation, temptation, &e., shall end in 
sneres~, triumph. and glory. Hallelujah. 

MRs. M. A. PouNus. 
DEAR llfR. 1.VJJ,TERs,-The following are a few particulars relative to the 
death of my dear mother, Mary Aun Pounds, who died Sept. 30, 1890, 
aged Gl. She was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Burn. Her godly 
parents b,we long since entered the realms of the bliss. .At the age of 16, 
under the preaching of Mr. Stringer, my dear mother was first convinced 
of sin, having (out of curiosity) entered the chapel where he was speaking, 
and the word suddenly arrested and held her in check; eventually she 
was baptized by Mr. S., and for a time continued to benefit under his 
ministry. Subsequently, however, she was built up and established in 
the faith under those men of God, Mr. C. W. Banks, Mr. Wanstall, and 
others. She had suffered many years from spinal complaint, causing 
much pain, and depriving her of her much-valued privilege of attending 
the Lord's house. The Lord was pleased, however, to visit her much in 
private, sweetly revealing Himself through His Word. She was, 
naturally, very reserved, yet when drawn out her conversations with her 
husband, brother, and others, have been greatly blessed, and in no small 
degree to the writer of this brief memoir. The illness which caused her 
death apparently commenced in .August, and though the symptoms were 
those merely of a bilious cold, they eventually developed to the fatal 
disease," rapid cancer." For some time she expressed a desire for rest 
for body and soul; she accordingly accepted the invitation of her brother 
to ,isit Folkestone, hoping to benefit by change of air. She went 
(although against the wish of her family), so firmly did she believe it was 
the Lord's will, declaring that she would surely come back (so, like Joseph 
of old, she did; for, like him, her mortal remains were subsequently 
brought home). .At midday, Sept. 29, I received intimation that the 
worst was feared. I immediately left for Folkestone, only to find, on my 
arrival, my dear mother rapidly nearing her end. She was, however, 
conscious, though at times "wandering," yet on the best things was 
perfectly rational, and to her sorrowing husband joyfully declared that 
the Lord bad appeared, saying: "He has come, He bas come" ! For 
many years she bad been longing for what she now realized. Sweet, 
precious, holy, "full assurance of faith." Perceiving my outward grief, 
she looked up, saying, "It is all right, .Arthur," and so it was. The spell 
of Satan was broken, never more to enslave her thrice happy soul. 

The family began quickly to arrive, and in response to enquiries she 
repeatedly told us ".All was well." One of my brothers, however, who 
desired to probe the foundation upon which she stood, plied hel' with ques
tions, in order to ascertain that she was in her right mind. However, her 
points were quite clear, and she was not to be baffled, saying," Don't confuse 
me"; adding with emphasis," Faithful God, faithful God." Those arou';ld 
her asked if she were happy, she replied (as if puzzled we should doubt it) 
by saying, "Happy! oh yes." I said," Why, mother, this is triumphant"; 
to which she warmly assented. 'restimony upon testimony was now v:oiubly 
expressed as to the preciousness of Christ to her soul ; she even ~e~1red us 
to sing, that we might help to praise Him. Her strength fa1lmg, her 
impatience to be gone increased, and her oft-repeated words now were: 
"Do take me, Lord ! take me; I can't wait any longer, because you know 
I am so tired." My dear father once more interposed by asking if it were 
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pence-speaking blood? "Oh, yes,'' she an8wered, and again broke out with 
the words," Triumphant." My father said," And what are you triumph
ing in, my dear" P That which followed, Mr. Editor, I don't think I 
shall ever forget. Her impressive manner, her zeal and vehemence, as, 
summoning her remaining strength, she repeated slowly and distinctly, 
"I-am-triumphing-in-the-Lord Jesus Christ." Her lon~ng to be 
gone was almost painful to witness, when the Lord, in love and wisdom, 
stepped in and took away her senses, thus enabling her to wait His time. 
Twelve hours unconsciousness followed, when we were once more sum
moned to that hallowed and sacred chamber, now to behold the final 
triumph of her soul. Her features were set in death, and it appeared as if 
no further contortion of the muscles were possible, yet at ten o'clock. one 
momentary heavenly smile lit up her face, and her" spirit broke its native 
chains." She was gone, and we, being eye-witnesses of these things, 
declare: "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." 
Her mortal remains were interred in Nunhead Cemetery. The funeral 
service was conducted by Mr. F. C. Holden, who said (speaking at the 
grave), though "she is gone, her influence is not gone, her prayers are 
not gone," and expressed the hope that many of her numerous family 
might follow in her steps. 

ARTHUR H. PocNDs. 
Myrtle Villa, Carlyle-road, Little Ilford, E. 

MR. w. SNELL, BAPTIST MINISTER. 

IN loving memory of W. Snell, who passed to the rest that remaineth for 
the people of God, on Tuesday Jan. 6th, 1891, at his youngest son's, at 
Woolspit, who is a deacon of the Rattlesden Church. The name of W. 
Snell is well known to most of the Strict Baptist Churches in Suffolk; 
he having long been an earnest and faithful preacher among them. For 
over 40 years he was in business as a baker at Beyton, and engaged i11 the 
ministry on Sundays; the former part of his being at Beyton he preached 
at Islham and Fordham, in Cambridgeshire. For 9 years he preached at 
Ashfield. The Gospel of free and sovereign grace he loved to preach, 
and loved to hear. The following lines are given from his memorial card. 
Humphrey's grand hymn being slightly altered to express the feelings of 
his heart, and his firm confidence and hope. 

"God did love me in His Son, 
Long before the world begun, 
I the seal of this received. 
When on Jesus I believed." 

For the past ten years he has been in fellowship with the Church at 
Bradfield-St.-George; he truly loved the service of the Lord's house, and 
was willing to help in every good word and work. The writer of this 
entertained great respect for him as an elder of the Church. He was 
what the Lord's people all are, a debtor to mercy alone. He did not 
always enjoy the blessedness of God's salvation, but knew where his 
safety wae. He was a good hearer. Some would say, yes, a critical one 
too. He would take his seat on the platform near the preacher, and all 
was weighed by the balance of the sanctuary. He was a great reader. 
Dr. Gill was his favourite author. Toplady's hymns and writings he 
loved. He was more than a match for any Arminian, and was always 
ready to defend the Gospel. His mortal remains were interred on 
Tuesday, Jan. 13th, in Rattlesden Baptist Chapel Burial-ground. The 
service was performed by brother Evans, pastor. The hymns, " I asked 
the Lord that I might grow," and" Awake, my soul, in joyful lays,'' were 
sung by bis request. The writer had not the privilege to see him in bis 
last days. But concerning him we know, to live was Christ, to die was 
gain. W. Dn:o:s. 

Bradficld-St.-George. 
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THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 
MAGA7.I~Es. - A1fstralian Partiml!,,· 

Baplisl Jla_qa:ine. ,January number ex
cellent. :Note about Cl-eneral Booth 
truthful and good. S1m·ey Tabtrnaele 
Witness. The Febrnar.v issue completes 
the first 'l'"olume. Wit.h it is givm a 
splendid portrait of the Editor, which is 
lionestl'I'" worth a shilling. God bless 
broth<>1: Dolbe'I'" and his sacred work. 
The Gospel 1Vaga:ine gi'l'"es a portrait of 
the late Nathan Challis Life and Ligl,t. 
l'seful and good. We wish it much 
success. The 8i.ll'11t Jfessmger. We hope 
our Sunday-schools will support this 
monthly magazine, 

A Poem on the Lore of God, ~-c. By 
C. H. Flint. London: R. Banks, 
Racquet-court, Fleet-street. Price ld. 
The sentiment couched in this poem is 
sound and good. It is well printed. 

The Fruit ef the Spil'it. London: A. 
W. Hall, 132, Fleet-street. Price ls. 
This work. which is issued.in connection 
with Great Thoughts, will be found most 
useful to evangelical preachers and 

Singing. says our brother, J.W. Banks, 
is a delightful and cheerful part of the 
sernce of the sanctuary. Some causes 
of trnth have what is called a choir, and 
where the cboir is united in heart with 
the Church, all well and good; but, 
when (as is frEquently the case) the 
singers get so perfect in leading the ser
rice of praise, that the faltering voices 
of a few aged saints in the congregation 
are con8=-idered " a nuisance " : and ,vhen 
the choir demand the exclusive u;;e of 
the " Bristol," in opposition to the 
desire of the old-fashioned worshippers 
for an occasional use of the "Union"; 
and, if tbe choir, because they cannot 
ha'l'"e all their own way, say they shall 
leave, then the choir is a hind.ranee, not a 
help. Perhaps the following extract from 

.AN OLD CHURCH BOOK, 
may pro'l'"e interesting :-The Church at 
Bradford, in 1 ;;,o, settled their disputes 
about singing by the following resolu
tions:- lst. That brother Taylor should 
sit at the table and read the hymn and 
call the tune; and, if the non-members 
should sing any other, though it be of 
the number allowed by the Church, the 
book should be laid down. 2nd. That 
any of the Church that could not em• 
brace this, should have free liberty to 
leave it, and be liked never the less, nor 
liked never the more. 3rd. For their 
relief that could not join with this sort 
of singing, that when the Church bad 
any occasion of taITying, there should be 
no singing for that time. In 1740, fresh 

writers, as also to Christian readers in 
general. It contains a choire selection 
of select passages on Gal. v. 22, 23 from 
manv renowned authors. 

Jir. Gladstone E.rposed. By n. Non
conformist. London : ,T. KenAit, 18, 
Paternoster-row. Price Id. Our aim 
has always been, in contending for civil 
and religious freedom, to rise above 
mere party politics. We therefore highly 
commend this pamphlet to the notice of 
all who value their privileges, and are 
not willing to pin their faith to any 
man's sleeve. 

SERMOYs.-Zion Under a Cloud, by the 
late Joseph Irons. This excellent ser
mon may be had for one penny of 
David Fisk, 6, Brighton-place, Bri:.ihton, 
Sussex. The Riv,r 11f the Water of Life, 
by 0. S. Dalbey. Evory word of this 
sermon is precious. Babes and Sucklings, 
bv C. Cornwell. A Sunday-school eer
mon, suited to babes (in grace), young 
men, and fathers, as it contains sincere 
milk and strong meat. 

disputes arose, and another Church 
meeting was called to settle them, when 
the following aITangement was entered 
into :-Whereas, there has been singing 
set up in our meeting latterly, and not 
agreeable to some of the members, and a 
difference has ensued ; we being willing 
all of us to be reconciled, d0 earnestly 
desire, wherein we have either of us 
offended the Lord, the manifestation of 
His pardoning mercy, and wherein, we 
have offended each other, to forgive and 
be forgiven. And we do hereby declare, 
we do, from our hearts, forgive each 
other, passing by all that bas been said 
or done amiss ; and do hereby declare 
that we do unite in cearty friendship to 
each other ; proposing to walk together 
in all the ordinances of the Lord blame
less, as the Lord shall assist us. And 
this union or reconciliation is on the fol
lowing conditions :-lst. That sing-ing 
be dropped one Lord's day in a month, 
Sacrament or not, for Church affairs to 
be transacted, without any going out and 
coming in again. 2nd. That those who 
do not approve of the singing, shall have 
the liberty to go out, and no reflections 
cast by any member, or encouraged in 
them by any non-member. 3rd. To 
sing but two parts, bass and tenor. 4th. 
There shall be no singing at any private 
meeting, if there is an! one_person there 
that disapproves of 1t. otb. None of 
the non-members shall encourage any to 
sing at the table of the Lord that aro 
not members. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

LONDON, HILL STREET, DORSET 
SQUARE. 

RECOGNITION OF MR, W. K, SQUIRRELL 
AS PASTOR, 

[ /1~1t1°R by tlte EDITOR.] 

Tuesday, Feb1·nary 3rd, 1891, was one 
of the most pleasurable days we ever 
enjoyed in the above highly favoured 
and far-famed sanctuary, The crowded 
place reminded us of the happy anni
versary occasions when first we visited 
Mount Zion, and heard with delight 
godlyJohnForeman of blessed memory, 
and many of his renowned colleagues, 
such as James Wells, George Murrell, 
Samuel Collins, Philip Dickerscn, 
Samuel Milner, and other valiant men 
of the past, whose spirits have long 
been at rest with God. We rejoice, how
ever that although the above-mentioned 
brethren are not with us to-day, they 
seem to live over again in the present 
representative preachers of Christ who 
adorn our Strict Baptist pulpits, and 
conspicuous among them is the pastor
elect of Mount Zion, William Kuibb 
Squirrell, late of Enou, Woolwich. 
During the widowhood of the Church 
they had the deep sympathies and 
prayers of the denomination, and. on 
this interesting occasion representatives 
from London and suburban Churches 
were present in large numbers to rejoice 
with them in the services of the day 
(Isa. lxi. 3). Among whom were Messrs. 
Arnold Boulden, Green, Crowhurst, 
and Carr (Surrey Tabernacle); Turner 
(Elim, Limehouse); Norman, Porter, 
and Taylor (Deptford); Weston, Camp
bell and Goodson (Watford); Mote. 
Sa~rer, Licence, Sidders, Fricker, and 
J. W. Banks (Chadwell-street); H. 
Ulark (Clapham Junction); Fromow and 
Franklin (Richmond); West (Eri~h); 
White, Falkner, and Flegg (Soho); Rider 
(Gurney-road) ; I. R. Wakelin (Keppel
street); White, Abraha1!1J and others 
(Enou, Woolwich); W._liorti:m (C!oy
dou); G. Herring (N ottmg-h1ll); Hider 
(Little Alie-street); Wright, seu. and 
j nn. (Carmel, Pimlico); J. Curtis (Houn
slow); S. Crowhurst (Meopham); G. W. 
Thomas (Triug); R. Burbridge ( Camdeu
towu) and many others. The Pdalmody 
on th~ occasion was of the grand old 
type, in which all present appeared to 
heartily unite : special hymn - sheets 
were used. At 2.30, brother 0. S. 
Dalbey pastor of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
occupl~d the chair, supported on the 
right bv Dlr. C.Wilsou, senior deacon, and 
on the 'left by the pastor ; several other 
brethren were also op. the platform, 
After the opening hymn-
" Now, clearest Lord, to prai~~ Thy name, 

Let all our powers agree -
brother George Elm.ugh offered earnest 

prayer. The chairman then read Eph, 
iv., and gave a suitable introductory 
address, in the course of which he bore 
testimony to the fact that from the 
Scriptures it was evi:lent God had a 
perfect knowledge of all His children 
and of all their daily needs. He knew, 
too, that they required a stated ministry 
for the constant declaration of His 
word. In olden times the Lord raised 
up prophets for the benefit of His Israel, 
and One especially, even Jesus Christ, 
to whom all the prophets gave witness, 
and who in d•rn time brought good 
tidings to His people. He also appointed 
apostles to do His work, to be followed 
by Divinely-ordained ministers of Bis 
word. The chairman closed his remarks 
by stating that as the Lord had been 
pleased to grant the friends a brother 
to minister to them regularly. and that 
they too had made choice of him, he 
hoped that the Holy Spirit would rest 
upon them as of old, and prove to their 
comfort that they had been rightly led 
in the matter before them, Brother R. 
Burbridge pleaded with the Lord to seal 
the union with His blessing. Hymn 
No. II-," Arise, 0 King of grace, arise,'' 
having been heartily snug, brother 
Dalbey observed that when a brother 
had been elected to preside over a people 
as pastor, they usually wanted to know 
in what way the Church had been 
directed to choose him. Brother Wilson 
was then asked to state the Lord's 
dealings with the Church in relation to 
their choice of brother Srp1irrell as 
pastor. Brother Wilson said : Beioved 
Friends,-Most of you are aware that in 
the month of August, 1889, we became, 
for the second time in our history, a 
widowed Churc:i, and we take this 
opportunity of heartily thanking our 
ministerial brethren for the kind and 
generous help they so readily afforded 
us in our emergency, and also to the 
Churches who so willingly encouraged 
their pastord to come to our a id. so that 
we were never left without a faithful 
and efficient minister of J edus Christ to 
preach to us the Gospel of the grace of 
Goct. We also thank all our brethren 
who preached to us the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth. But 
as time ran on there became an intense 
desire among us, as was manifest in all 
our prayer meetings, when the brethren 
poured out their hearts before the Lord 
that He would send among us a man 
of God to take the oversight as padtor 
to preach unto us the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, going in and out among 
us as an example to the flock, and one 
also whom He would make a bledsing 
to the gathering in of many precious 
souls, as well as building up the Church 
in their most holy faith ; and among 
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the brethren who came as supplies was 
our brother Squirrell, who, each time he 
came, appeared to be heard with in
creased pleasure and profit. At our 
regular Chur0h meeting, heli! on Feb. 
24th, last year, the deacons advised the 
members to come prepared at the next 
regular Church meeting. with the name 
of any minister who they desired to 
ha,e as a pastor; and at our Church 
meeting, held March 31st, the papers 
were brought in. when there were lOG 
for brother Squirrel!, and the next 
highest number being only ten. the 
numbers for brother Squirrell being so 
o'l'erwhelming. also knowing he had 
resigned his pastorate at Woolwich, we 
felt justified in asking the Church, by 
show of hands, if they were prepared to 
give him an invite for three months 
with a ,iew to the pastorate. in which 
they were unanimous. On Monday, the 
14th of April. at a special Church 
meeting, the minute relating to the 
in'l'ite on March the 31 st, was unani
mously confirmed, and the invitation 
was at once forwarded to brother 
Squirrell, which he cordially accepted. 
It was mutuall, agreed that he should 
commence the three months' probation 
on the 1st of October, which he· did, 
and each service seemed to draw the 
affections of the Church and congre
gation towards him, as well as bind the 
mem uers of the Church together in love 
and unity. The deacons consequently, at 
our regular Church meeting on Dec. 1st, 
suggested the advisability of calling a 
special Church meeting in a fortnight's 
time to decide by ballot whether brother 
Squirrell should be invited to the pas
torate or not, when it was moved, 
seconded, and carried unanimously that 
the suggestion of the deacons be acted 
upon, and on Monday, the 15th, the 
Church met to take the votes, and there 
proved to be 198 for, and only 2 against. 
The result was at once communicated 
to brother Squirrel!, who said, "The 
matter is evidently of the Lord, and I 
dare not refuse"; upon which an ap
plication was made to the Church at 
Enon. Wool wich, for his dismissal from 
their· communion to ours, which was 
'kindly granted, and he was received 
into communion and fellowship as our 
pastor on January the 4th. 1891. The 
chairman having expressed his appre
ciation of brother Wilson',; testimony, 
called on brother Squirrel! to relate his 
call by grace. 

Brother Squirrell saicl :-I was born 
of Christian parents in 1846, at Ipswich. 
in the county of Suffolk, and inherited 
a good constitution from my dear 
father';; side, but when an infant I 
receive>i an injury in the back and soon 
had water on the brain: my back grew 
out (all medical aid failing), until I 
became a sad object, The last cloctor 
:tttending me told my parents it was 
·1mr,ossible for me to liYe, and further 

remarked that the sooner the little 
sufferer was in his box the better. But 
soon after, a man lecturing on and prac
tising mesmerism in the town of Ips
wich, came accidentally into my father'a 
shop for a watch key. While fitting it 
he spoke of his favourite topic. My 
father replied, '' I have a ca~e that no 
man on earth could cure.'' After muoh 
persuasion he was nllowed to see me i 
&t once he said," lean cure that child;' 
but father, not being willing to waste 
any morn money, he (the lecturer) said, 
" To prove I love my work, let me try, 
and if a succe8s follows, I will charge 
you five shillings, otherwi;e I will make 
no charge at all." A few weeks showed 
a marked change in me, and ere long I 
became as healthy as any other child. 
When about eleven years of o.g-e, nothing 
would do but I must get out m life. We 
were then living at Croydon, in SurreyJ 
and somewhat against my parents' will 
I went one day up to London in answer 
to an adverti~ement, and was soon on 
my own account. My dear mother (a 
true born lady ; oh I how I bless God 
for such a mother): was very sickly. I 
had not l>een from name a great while 
when I heard that my dear mother was 
appointed for death. At the last inter
view we had, she said," William, I shall 
soon be gone, but I shall meet you in 
heaven, I am sure." I replied, ''How 
do you know that 7" She said, "I know 
God will answer my prayers ; I die in 
faith, believing His promise " A fort
night following I went home on the 
Sunday morning. I had a new over
coat; but before knocking at the door I 
turned that coat on my arm, with a 
boyish pride, so as to display the gay 
lining to attract the attention of my 
mother; but. alas I she was gone to that 
Heaven of which she had so often spoken 
to me, and I returned home to my 
situation at night, a motherless boy, 
feeling all was gone, and not caring 
much what became ofme in the future. 
Then followed a most serious accident ; 
I was carried by my dear father to the 
doctor, who told him he greatly feared 
that if I recovered I should be an idiot. 
However. I did fully recover. and soon 
had another situation in London. Ah ! 
and little did the master, who was a 
true, godly Churchman, know that 
several young men in his employ made 
it a matter of glory and boast to corrupt 
every boy that went to that firm, and, 
alas I I was one of them. At first I 
hated it, and thought of my dear 
mother, her advice, her prayers, her in
fluence, and her dying words. I wanted 
to leave, but could not tell my father 
why; he thought it best for me to stay 
on. I did so until I liked it, and soon 
became almo,t as sunken as they who 
had taught me tu love evil. I will pass 
over several. worse th'1n wasted, yearA 
of preciuus time, only naming one awful 
fact. One Sunday evening I interrupted 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 99 

11 young street preacher, and spoke 
blasphemous things about the incarna
tion of our precious Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and that very night I had such workings 
1Jf conscience that I was afraid to sleep. 
I wept as I thought of my dear mother.i 
and wished I had never been born. 1 
was melted, but soon harde::ied into my 
former state. A, I look back on that 
act, I am ashamed, and wonder at God's 
grace towards me. 

You will now ask, how came you by 
your religion 1 Did you give your heart 
to the Lord 1 or, did you let Christ in, 
because it seemed unkind to keep such 
a Christ waiting longer 1 I answer, 
emphatically, No I it was far from that, 
as Y1JU will see. When under twenty, I 
married into a Christian family, con
nected with the Church under the pas
torate of our beloved brother, J. L. 
Meeres, of Bermondsey. I went with 
my dear wife when she returned thanks 
for our first child ; at first I would not 
go in, for I had no desire to be a chapel
goer, and had only heard Mr. Meeres 
once or twice before. But after my 
wife and her parents entered the chapel 
and service began, I went in for the 
sake of peace. Ah I well rlo I remember 
Mr. Gordon putting me into seat No. 18, 
,a few seats in front of where my wife 
sat, and I, turning my head round as 
much as to say, All right, I have come. 
In prayer, Mr. Meeres prayed for my 
wife and also for her partner in life, and 
said, "Deliver him from going down 
into the pit." That was enough, I was 
·enraged, and returning to her father's 
house to spend the day, I refused to go 
to the dinner-table on the ground that 
I believed he had told his minister all 
abc.ut me. Ah ! dear man, how the 
tears stood in his eyes as he assured me 
that he had not said anything to his 
pastor about me. I could take his word 
on any matter. At once the arrow 
entered my soul. The minister had 
been moved by God, and God knew I 
was on the road to hell. I had sinned 
against light, knowledge, and many 
privileges. Then I set to work in good 
earnest to reform and to throw off old 
habits, also to go to chapel. I expected, 
of course, to be very near heaven 
shortly. Poor, foolish, young man, 
what had I not yet to learn 1 Under 
the faithful ministry of Mr. Meeres I 
was brought into a dreadful state of 
mind ; it seemed to me that God was 
using him to drive every hope of sal va
tion out of my troubled heart; for when 
he spoke of the privileges of the believer 
I knew they did not belong to me, the 
effect was almost maddening to my 
kind of mind, while every word of 
awful condemnation I took for months 
as my portion. Oh I what would I have 
given to have avoided such a searching 
ministry and yet go I must, for an in
explainable something wrought upon 
my soul that I could not stay away ; 

meanwhile my attempts at reformation 
became ntterly futile and my state 
became worse ; old habits were not so 
easily to be got rid of. Moreover, I 
saw sin and felt its curse in my soul 
where I had least expected, till, to be 
brief, my ri_ghteousness; under the 
Spirit's teachmg and tne revealing 
power of God's holy laws, I say my 
rigltterm.me.i.i became very rottenness, 
until I abhored myself as a mass of 
polution ; my tears. my acts my 
prayers were like myself,so sinfui, that 
I felt as sure as God was just. my soul 
would be for ever lost, and that hell 
must be my eternal portion. Nay, more, 
I had a hell already in my soul, '· Going 
down into the pit" followed me night 
and day; as for being' 'delivered from 
it," that I felt was impossible; I had 
sinned until grace herself was ashamed 
to own me, and powerless, as I thoug-ht, 
to help me. Sometimes I cursed God 
in my heart that I W!l.'l an immortal 
being, a being that must live for ever. 
Oh I how I became envious of brute 
creatures I saw, my heart was a foun
tain of sin, and for every sin I felt ,I 
righteouslydeserved to be damned. Such 
a state of mind acted on the body, and 
well do I remember lying on the bed in 
a semi-unconscious state, and hearing 
the doctor say to my dear wife's father, 
"I don't understand what he is suffering 
from," who, in his usual quiet way, re
plied," I do, doctor ; its soul trouble." 
If you asked, did you read your Bible 
through all this? let me say, "Yes," 
but mostly by fits and starts, for therJin 
I found a doctrine, at which I stumbled, 
yea, it became as vinegar to the teeth, 
as a rasp to festering sores, and as the 
lash to the already bleeding back. It 
was the doctrine of Elect iun. I felt 
God would, as a Lawgiver, be glorified 
in my eternal condemnation. But 
could His justice be seen in choosing 
some to" obtain salvation," and leaving 
others in their state of nature without 
any possibility of their being saved. 
Nay, He was, I thought. an arbitrary 
Being, and could say, "Why doth He 
yet find fault." I became most anxious 
about His justice, until at last every 
bone in me was broken. There I lay, a 
mass of sin. with the whole ,tructure of 
my proud being broken up, and was 
brought to see it was mine to bow to 
the Sovereign will of Jehovah, and that 
in the display of that perfect will, God 
would take care of His own justice. 
That doctrine of election I love to-day, 

for in it, when rightly viewed, there 
is encouragement for the seeker, and 
comfort and rnfety for the believer. 
'fhus, ye who know the path, "which 
the vulture's eye bath not seen," will 
expect to hear that soon God began to 
heal and bind up my heart as He alone 
can. Yes, it was even so. I could not 
explain it; but while hangi~_g- for very 
life upon the words of dear :nr. Meares, 
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now and l\@'l\in I\ little hope would 
sprinir np m ID'\' Ponl; Pometimes I 
bl'Ol\me ,·ery bold I\S he set forth & 
precious Christ in His !\toning work for 
poor sinners. l\nd His Di'l'ine ability l\nd 
willin.rness t,, s1we the 'l'ilest of the 
'l'i!e. I wonld 0&toh at it like a drown
ing mnn at R rope, and MY within my 
soul. "That's all for me, even me." 
~ow and then a sweet promise would 
be applied ; altagether. the preaching 
and the Bible now seemed to savour 
more of ,Tesm Christ and less and less 
of l\Ioses in -my experience. Then, 
agnin. there were sea.sons when I was 
sorely tempted a.nd tried, and could not 
dar,' t,,, t.,\kt' :in atom of comfort from 
any s,,nrc'(' "·hnte'l'er; but one Lord's• 
day ,,,·ening Mr. Thurston, of Croydon, 
rnppli'-"i the pulpit, hisne.xt was'' Who 
tlwn c•im b~ AA'l'ed/" He spoke (1) •!t' 
.,,,,: r1:· 1,,.,,. in ~nc.h a manner that inn.de 
me admire• the plan of i;rrac.-e :is I had 
ne,·,•r d,,ne before. He considered (:l) 
,·l1t1 •·art, ,.,, that. li'l'ing and dying in 
that nnchan1<ed state conld not be saved. 
How I trembled lest he should condemn 
me. The question 1(3) "Tr7w tkcn can 
I"· ..a1·1·d ? " Well do I remember, he 
began with the" elect,"and came down 
at la•t j '.1st to where I was, and described 
my feelings to the very letter, pointing 
(it seemed) right at me. He said," Yo~1 
poor sinner, ra11 and shall be sa-,;ed. 
M ,. chains fell. off, my soul was flooded 
with GC>spel light and liberty, and I 
'· the chief of sinners ·• felt completely 
blessed. I c.:m!d see it all as plain as a 
pike staff. It we.s the Hoh Ghost who 
had bt!en working in my 'heart, " con
'l'inein,:- me of ~in. of righteousness, and 
of i ,id:ment.'' It wa.s that dear Saviour 
wlio,-e - in~mation I he.d so wantonly 
and 'l'ilel'<' blasphemed, when I inter
rupted t.ht> street preacher. '· It was Ha 
who h'l'ed me and g&'l'e Himself for 
me" : and 1111 thi, was the outcome of 
the ekrnal lo'<'e of the Father, Son, and 
Ho!'I' Ghost. according to the covenant 
of ~ace. bloreovu. I seemed to see 
a!ram the face of that dying mother, 
a;;_d to hear over again her last tender 
words. and felt indeed her prayer. had 
followed her wandering child, and was 
sure we should meet again, and that 
before the throne of Him who said, 
•· M" counsel shall stand, and I will do 
:i.11 My pleasure." 

"The ~J,·ercign grace of Gol, 
ls n1aklllt~:.;s, ri ... :h. an<l fn~e: 

Wl.leu w.l!l~leriui in the clownward ro :..cl, 
It stopped the tiinnar, me !: 

The yoi_·e of Jesus ea.me with p0wer, 
I sunk in soul diotress: 

But ]1,_. ho.s kept me to this hour, 
A witness of His gr..ice." 

The chairm~n thanked brother Sqdr
rell for his addres3, and hoped it would 
ba sa.nctified of the Lord to His peo1-le 
1,ra't'nt. He then, having announced 
Hymu III., c0mmencing-

"In ·o,·il long I took do light. 
Una,'l'ed by shnmo or fonr, 

Till n. I\O\'I' ohJ00t stru~k my el~ht, 
An,l stopped my umd c,iroor -

called on brother R. E. Sears, pastor or 
Little Allie-street, to e.ddress the audi
ence. 

Brothor Sears, who, from his ohild
hood until settled as pastor at Lax
field, had been (as his parents before 
him) closely associated with Mount 
Zion, made a right noble speeoh. He
was pleased to see brother Dolbey in 
the chair, as he thought there ought to 
be o. strong bond of union existing be
tween the Surrey Tabernaole and the 
Hill-street Church, according to the 
past hiatorv of the two plaoos. He also 
touohed with great foroe and olearness 
on the value of evangelio[ll N onoon
formity in this oonntry, and on the un
fairness of the Sti\te in throwing a 
mantle of love over one seot only, leav
ing; Nonconformists (who were as true 
ana loyal to Her Majesty as any of the 
State Church) without proteotion. He 
then drew a beautiful word portrait of 
a true pastor and his staff from Bun
yan's immortal allegory, supported by 
the following words of Moses to Joshua: 
" And the Lord, He it is that doth go 
before thee ; He will be with thee, He 
will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: 
fear not, neither be dismayed." At the 
close of brother Sears' speech the chair
man so.id: -I am glad, brother Sears, 
you stated that we meet to-day as Non
conformists. In the Word of God you 
iret Shadrach, Meshaoh, Abednego, and 
Daniel, four good men, N onoonformists, 
who weuld not bow down to the .false 
gods set up in Bt1,bylon. We are true 
conformists, and protest against that 
which is opposed to truth. \Ve are here 
to recognise God's hand in sendin,a- our 
brother here o.a your pastor. There 
were some good people who conld not 
see God's hand m my removal from 
Slo.ithwait to London; and there may 
be some here who cannot quite see 
brother Squirrell's removal to this 
Church to be right. Brother Dolbey 
then called on brother E. White, the 
pastor-elect of Enon, Wool wich, to say 
a few words before closing the first 
part of the services. Brother White, in. 
a very easy and happy way, related in 
brief his long and strong attachment to, 
brother Squirrell, and gave a short ad
dress brimful of solid truth on the word,. 
"Consecration." He hoped brother 
Squirrel! would be entfrely and ete1·nally 
( ,e., through life) consecrated to his 
work, and prayed that the Church might 
be as a band of men and women touched 
of the Lord as those of old. He thtn 
gave a graphic description of the 
struggle9 of mdividual Christians and 
of the Chu~ch collectiveli from Bun
yan•~ allegor)· on the oi and water 
poured upon the fire. Brother Dolbey, 
having given out Hymn IV.-
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"JesttR, Boverel11n Lord or o.11, 
At Thy root WO httmbly fall: 
I.tit our hen,rte n,nd oyos to Theo, 
Aond, 0 Lord, prosperity," &c.-

asked brother I. 0. Johnson, who was in 
the gallery, to offer prayer, whioh he 
assented to do· after whioh the bene
diction closed the first halfof the happy 
day's _proceeding~. A very large gather
ing of ministers and friends partook of 
an excellent tea. 

( To be continued,) 

WALTHAMSTOW (MAYNARD-ROAD). 
-A New Year's social meeting was held 
at Zion Chapel, on Thursday, Jan. 15th 
1891, which, for savoury sweetness, wili 
not soon be forgotten. A goodly num
ber sat down to tee.; after which, with 
our heart, we sang together, "Kindred 
in Christ, for His dear sake," &c. We 
tried to speak a cheering word to God's 
new creation, on the new name given 
to them, "Hephzibah." Brother Sharp 
spoke words m season on " For this God 
is our God," &c.; brother Wallis on 
" Remembering the way He leads us" ; 
brother Smith upon "The good old 
path" ; brother Pledger, who opened 
with prayer spoke of Christ as the 
bread of life ; and brother Phillips 
sweetly brought the addresses to a close 
by precious words on " The Word of the 
Lord running very swiftly." The hymn, 
"Guide me, 0 Thou great Jehovah," was 
sung, and one of the happiest meetings 
we ever attended was brought to a close. 
May God bless and prosper this little 
cause, for His name's sake.-ADAM 
MARKHAM. 

PIMLICO.-REHOBOTH.-On Wednes
day, Jan, 7th, the superintendent and 
teachers, e.t a social gathering, kindly 
gave the scholars and their pa.rents a tee.. 
The pastor presided, and the evening 
was spent in singing and reciting by 
the children. During an interval about 
twenty prizes were presented. One of 
the Bible-class has also been presented 
with e. testimonial for many services 
rendered to the school. On Jan. 20th, 
a lecture was delivered to a crowded 
congre_gation by Mr. Thomas Wheatley, 
of the W orkingmen's Lord 's-de.y Rest As
sociation, illustrated by sixty dissolving 
views. The lecture was e.n able defence 
of the Sabbath. The views were of a 
superior order, and not anything absurd 
was shown. The pastor presided.
H, D. H. 

HORSHAM.-REHOBOTH.-The 8th 
anniversary of the Sunday-sohool was 
held on Sunday and WtJdnesday, Jan. 
18 and 21 1891. Two sermons were 
preached by our esteemed brother 
~uttery, who also addressed the scholars 
m the afternoon from Prov. viii. 1, 
which was instructive and very inter
estini;i-, On Wednesday, after tea, o. 
publto meeting was held, the chair being 

occupied by our Mteemed brother, I. R. 
Wakelin, Esq., of London. After a short 
retl.ding, the secretary, Mr. Austin, read 
an encouraging report, showing a small 
balance in band, £1 ;',s, The chairman 
~ave a few Bible pictures on ~he word, 

Love," and encouraged the teachers to 
still sow the seed. Our dear brother 
Clark sought the Divine blessing, and 
followed, speaking from the wordH, 
"For ye have need of patience," which 
was very encouraging. Several recita
tions were given by the children, which 
were greatly encouraged by the chair
man remarking, that he had been to 
many schools, but if there was a prize 
awarded for memory in recitations, 
Horsham children would have it. A 
selection of music rendered by the 
teachers and scholars, and a very happy 
meeting was brought to a close by 
singing, "Once more before we po.rt ·· 
The chairman closed by prayer.-A 
TEA.CHER. 

CROWLE, DONCASTER,-JUBILEE 
AND PRESENTATIONS. - On Tuesday, 
Feb. 10th. the esteemed wife of Mr. 
Thomas Smith, one of the deacons of 
the Baptist Church at Crow le. attained 
her 50th year, and she resolved to mark 
the event by inviting the various mem
bers of the Church and congregation, 
both rich and poor, to a sumptuous tea 
and supper. A very large number ac
cepted the in vite1 and flocked to the 
schoolroom o.djoinmg the chapel, where 
all, in course of time, enjoyed a very 
superior tea., and, later on in the even
ing, an equally excellent supper. The 
interval between tea and supper was 
filled up with music, singing. speaking. 
&c. During the evening meeting, at 
which the pastor, W. Rowton-Parker, 
presided, several presenta.tions were 
me.de by the pastor to Mrs. Smith, and 
with each presentation suitable words 
were spoken. The presentations were, 
a beautiful silver-plated and chased 
biscuit box, as a token of love and esteem 
from the members of the Church and 
congregation, to whom Mrs. Smith has 
great![ endeared herself by her kindli
ness o manner, and her earnestness and 
zeal in all the concerns of the Church ; 
also two beautiful jubilee acrostics, 
specially written for the occasion, 
printed in colours and gold, and suit
ably framed, as a souvenir of love from 
the pastor and his wife; 11, number of 
other smaller presents were also made, 
and a most enjoyable and profitable time 
was spent. Four ca.ndidates are before 
the Church for baptism and member
shiptand one for restoration. Praise 
the ord. 

BERKHAMSTBAD.-New Year's ser
vices were held on Jan. lith, when two 
excellent sermons were preached by Mr. 
G. W. Thomas, pastor of Akemn,n-street, 
Tring, 
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NEW CROSS ROAD ZION CHAPEL. 
THE JUBILEE OF THE CAUSE. 

First anniversary of Mr. J. H. Lynn's 
pastorate, and presentation to Mr. J. 0, 
Kennard. 

Fifty yea.rs having rolled a. way since a 
few brethren banded themselves in 
Church fellowship, and one year since 
Mr. J. H. Lvnn had received an invita
tion to occupy the pulpit with a view to 
the pastorate, it wa.s thought desirable 
to celebrate the double event with ser
mon. tea. and public meeting. Mr. S. 
K. Bland. of Ipswich. preached in the 
afternoon, and Mr. J. H. Lynn presided 
in the evening. After singing, prayer 
was offered by the pastor, ana Psalm 
cxv. read, as suggested in a telegram 
from Pastor W. H. Rose, of Reading, 
who was unable to be present. An illu
minated address was next presented to 
Mr.J. 0. Kennard, senior deacon, in re
cognition of the fact that he was one of 
the first founders of the cause and ack
nowledgment of his long continuous 
service in the deaconate. 

It having been suggested by the chair
man that a letter of sympathy be sent 
to Mrs. Wm. Topley (who through age 
and infirmity was unable to be present), 
the other only surviving member of the 
Church, it was moved, seconded, and 
supported by brethren A. B. Tapp, J. 
Hill, and A. Norman, that this should 
be done and unanimously agreed to. 
The Chairman then called upon Pastor 
0. S. Dolbey, of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
to deliver his maiden speech within the 
walls of Zion. 

Mr. Dolbey said it was quite true that 
this was the first time he had had the 
pleasure of meeting upon that platform, 
but it was not the fault of the friends 
there, for he had had invitations on 
many previous occasions, but had been 
unable to accept them. Two passages 
of Scripture had been presenting them
selves to his mind as fit subjects for his 
speech that night; one of them was, 
" Who holdeth our souls in life and 
suffereth not our feet to be moved." 
Tbis was the exverience of the Church 
at Zion. But for the unfailing goodness 
and mercy of God it could not have con
tinued to the present. God had been 
faithful to Himself, to His Son, and to 
His people, and had not suffe~ed their 
feet to be moved. A second text was, 
'' Blessed is the people that know the joy
ful sound." The Gospel of the blessed 
God is a joyful sound to those who have 
been brought to realise their need of 
that which is indicated by the Jubilee 
trumpet. When the Lord prepares the 
heart to receive His own word, He does 
it thoroughly and well, It is a joyful 
sound, because it can reach those for 
whom it has been provided. Far, very 
far, the sinner may have wandered in 
the downward road, yea, almost to the 
very gates of hell; but the Gospel ha.s a 
sound that can reach him even there! 

and bring that soul to rejoice in the 
lovel and blood, and righteousness of the· 
Lora Jesus of whom it speaks. If the 
joyful sound has reached you, you will 
be prepared with a song of praise to 
that God who has granted you an ear to 
hear and a heart to receive His testi
monies. It is a joyful sound, because 
there is such glorious harmonr i11. it. 
Harmony is tlie soul of music, and 
there would be no music in the Gospel 
if there were no harmony in it. It is in, 
harmony with the character of God, and 
with all the glorious attributes of the 
Deity, and the more we are taught of 
the Holy Spirit to understand His word •. 
and are thus led into the mysteries ot 
the Gospel, the more we shall see the· 
Divine harmony of the whole. It is in 
harmony with God's character as a God 
of love, of mercy, of justice, of truth. 
and of eternal faithfulness. It is in 
harmony with the promises of God, and 
they are of ancient date-promised 
before the world began, The Gospel 
proclaims liberty to tlie captive, freeing 
them from the bondage of sin and the 
servitude of Satan to taste the riches. 
of His grace on earth and to enjoy His 
presence for ever in heaven. We must. 
be educated by God, the Holy Spirit, 
here a littk and there a little, line upon 
line, precept upon precept, by trials and 
temptations, by darkness and light, by 
liberty and bondage, ere we become fully 
acquainted with the joyful mind of the 
blessed Gospel. " They shall walk in 
the light of Thy countenance and in 
Thy name shall rejoice." We are told 
that we stand still, and so we do when 
we would see the salvation of God; but 
we progress towards the eternal city. 
Our souls rejoice in the new covenant 
name of our God. He has lifted us up 
from the horrible pit and the miry clay 
and placed our feet upon the rock and 
put a new song in our mouth. We 
shall praise Him while we are here. 
praise Him in dying, and, rising again, 
praise Him for ever in Heaven. 

The Chairman gave more particulars 
of the pastors who had preceded him, 
Mr. Felton, the first pastor holding 
office for 12 years, Mr. Austin for 1 year, 
Mr. G. Wyard 4 year~and Mr. J. S. 
Anderson 24 years. .t:1.e also read a 
letter from Mr. J. L. Meeres, expressing 
his sorrow at being unable to attend 
through illness and his warmest affec
tion for them, 

Mr. Wm. Flack gave some interesting 
reminiscences of the early days of the 
Church's history, with which he was 
intimately connected, and paid a tou~h
ing tribute of respect to the memories 
of the brethren who had been associated 
with Mr. Kennard in the deaconate, 
Messrs. Matthews, Topley, and Wood. 

Mr. S. K. Bland followedJ and spoke 
of · the sermons preachea by John 
Stevens; S. Milner, and John Foreman, 
on the rormation of the Church and the 
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charge given to the 
Felton. 

first pastor, Wm. , MEOPHAM.-We were favoured with 

Mr. E. White (Woolwich) and Mr. P. 
Reynolds (Highbury} delivered short 
addresses suitable to the occasion, and 
the meetihg closed with the Doxology 
and Benediction. T. G. C. A. 

SUDBURY,,SUFFOLK.-EBENEZER, 
-The Church and congregation meet
ing at this chapel are for the most part 
the poor of this world. Agricultural 
labourers and silk weavers, whose earn
ings are now very small, besides a goodly 
sprinkling of godly women, widows, &c. 
A few years ago, there was a mortgage 
of £200 on the chapel, and also £100 lent 
by the late G. G. Whorlow, of honoured 
memory. By great efforts the mortgage 
was paid off, and the £100 being then 
due, was advanced to the Church by a 
friend to repay Mr. Whorlow. About 
£80 of this has been repaid, and as the 
balance is overdue, the Church and con
gregation having done their utmoEt, 
they now ask the readers of the E. V. & 
G.H. if they will kindly assist them by 
donations to honourably meet their 
liability. The editor and Mr. W. Beach, 
of Chelmsford, have frequently minis
tered to this Church, and can bear testi
mony that they are a poor, but an 
earnest, worthy, and truth-loving 
people ; and they unite with me in 
asking contributions on their ,behalf. 
A friend has promised brother Scott, dea
con,£5, if he can obtain the remainder by 
midsummer. Will brethren and sisters 
of Churches in happier circumstances 
kindly help them to take this debt as 
Moses did the serpent, and a free chapel 
by Divine power and blessing, will be
come a rod of strength in their hands, 
after many years' efforts to clear it. 
The Editor, Mr. Winters, Churchyard, 
WalthamAbbey; W.Beach,Chelmsford, 
Essex, and T. Scott, deacon, 8, Prince
street, Sudbury, Suffolk, will be glad to 
receive donations, also yours in the one 
hope.-JOHN BONNEY, London-road, 
Biggleswade, Beds. 

STAnrns. - Encouraging meetings 
were held in connection with our Sab
bath-school, on Jan. 25 and 26. Mr. T. 
B. Voysey occupied the pulpit on the 
Lord's-day for the first time since his 
illness, and was ll"raciously enabled to 
preach both mornmgand evening. Mr. 
R. E. Sears preached a SJ,iritual and in
spiring discourse in the afternoon of 
the Monday, and in the evening ad
dresses were delivered by Messrs. A. 
Jeffs, A. Robbins, and R. E.Sears. Our 
scholars sang and recited well. Attend
ance good, proving the need of the newly 
erected gallerY;_ whioh was well filled at 
each service. uur thanks are tendered 
to all kind friends who aided in its 
erection. Collections satisfactory. We 
have muoh cause to thank God and 
take courage. 

ver1, interesting and profitable services 
on ruesday, January 20th, on the occa
sion of our New Year's meeting and 
pastor's anniversary. In the aftern,on, 
Mr. J. H. Lynn preached a prec10us 
sermon, which was much enjoyed. In 
the evening, our pastor, Mr. A. B. Hall, 
presided over the public meeting, and 
m reviewing the past year, mentioned 
that he felt his experience to be, in the 
language ,of the Psalmist, " I will sing 
of mercy and of judgment," for, taking 
the word judgment to have reference to 
trials and mysterious dispensations 
from the Lord, he would say the Lord 
had caused him to pass through trials, 
11,nd to drink the wine of astonishment; 
yet it had been a year of mercy, for 
when bowed down with grief and 
sorrow, the Lord 8tood by him and 
strengthened him, and favoured him 
with much spiritual enjoyment in 
preaching Christ's Gospel. The Lord 
had blessed the Word so that they had 
been favoured with additions to the 
Church. Then, in addition to sustaining 
the various organizations of the cause, 
they had among themselves raised over 
£40 in repairing and painting the out
side of the chapel, and they were in 
hopes that the Lord's people would come 
to their help in raising about £100 for 
the re-seating and renovating the in
terior of the chapel. We, as a Church 
and people, can thank God and take 
courage. Mr. Shaw gave a very excel
lent and suitable address on all things 
being made new, by Him who is always 
new. Mr. A. Dalton, in a very feeling 
manner, gave us a soul-comforting ad
dress on the presence of the Lord with 
His loved ones. Mr. Richardson, after 
ma.king some very sympathetic remarks 
on the bereavement and trials their 
pastor had passed through, was then 
led to trace out the blessings we enjoy, 
and gave some interesting accounts of 
the Lord's personal dealings with him. 
It was a very profitable day, and. not
withstanding the inclemency of the 
weather, we were favoured with good 
attendance. On Monday, January 2Gth, 
old scholars and teachers meetings 
were held. We were favaured with a 
bright and sunny day, so that there was 
quite a re-union of those who had been 
associated with the Sabbath-school 
years back In the afternoon a devo
tional meeting was held in the chapel, 
presided over by the pastor, which was 
largely attended, and at the meetings 
much sympathy was felt for Mr. W'. K. 
Dexter, a former pastor, in his illness, 
and earnest prayer was presented to the 
Lord by the brethren in his behalf. 
The evening's meeting was presided over 
by Mr. J. Martin, superintendent. The 
chapel was well filled with old scholars 
and teachers, and several interesting 
letters were read from those who were 
formerly assooiated with the school and 
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were unable to be present. Several 
friends (including preachers of the 
Gospel), then gave their testimony of 
the good they received from the Sabbath
school in years past. Altogether it was 
a very soul-stin-ing meeting, calculated 
in the Lord's hands of encouraging 
Sabbath-school teachers in their work 
of faith and labour of love. 

WALDRINGFIELD, SUFFOLK. -
Brother J. Andrews, pastor, writing 
respecting the severity -of the weather, 
and the trials, losses, and crosses result
ing therefrom in the locality where he 
ministers, says, '' It has been a trying 
time for the friends. One dear friend 
lo,t five children from diphtheria in & 
fortnight. I buried three of them in 
one grave at one time; they were aged 
respectively 6, 10, and IS, all girls. It 
was a very solemn and affecting time. 
May the Lord use it for His glory,"
J. A., 15, Borough-road, Ipswich. 

IPSWICH.--BETHESDA.--OurSunda.y
school here still maintains its reputation 
for well-doing. We have a happy and 
united band of workers, numbering, as 
was stated at the annual public meeting, 
held the last night of the Old Year, 24 
officers and teachers and 210 scholars. 
At this meeting the pastor, who pre
sided, gave an encouraging address 
relative to the work going on in the 
school. Mr. S. K. Bland also gave us 
helpful advice as to ways and means for 
successful work. A recitation was given 
by Mr. J arrold, of Yorkshire, formerly a 
member of the Bible Class, which was 
much appreciated. Mr. Ling followed 
with an address from the words, " Lord, 
help me." The superintendent gave an 
outline of experimental work, and of 
God's blessing the labours of all en
gaged therein. The secretary, in giving 
a neat and concise report, expressed 
pleasure that friends had rallied round 
and helped in many ways to forward the 
interests of the young. The librarian 
explained how that the books distri
buted by him were appreciated, and was 
a means of cementing the hearts of the 
children. The treasurer noted that 
the long-looked-for schoolroom (much 
needed) was not yet to be seen, but 
hoped friends would remember it. Will 
some of our kind friends who read this, 
help us out of this difficulty. and send 
us subetantial acknowledgments? and 
we will thank them for it. The rewards 
for attendance, &c., were given away by 
Mr. Kem, pastor and president of the 
school, on Sunday, Jan. 25; 108scholars 
received a prize, and five teachers a gift 
from their several classes, out of love to 
them, and as a slight return for kindness 
shown; Messrs. Kern (teacher of Bible 
class for young men), Kenney, Chilvers, 
Mrs. Bird, Mrs. Barker, and Miss S. 
Farrow being the recipients. One kind 
friend Bl'nt 10s. to the school fund as an 

acknowledgment for kindness shown to 
his children. Our prayer is that the 
dear ones taught in the school may in 
early life be brought to know and love 
the Saviour, and this will make amends 
for all the discouragements to be met 
with in the way, and help us at last to 
"Crown Him Lord of all."-A. E. GAR
RARD. 

WARE, HERTS.-ZOAR, NEW-ROAD. 
-The annual meeting took place on 
Jan. !Uh, when about 60 sat down to 
tea. In the evening a public meetin_g 
took place at 6.30. The pastor, Mr. J. 
Sampford, presided. The chairman 
opened with a hymn and read Psa. lxii. 
Mr. G. Winterton engaged in prayer. 
The chairman then addressed the con
gregation briefly, after which Mr. 
Bowles gave a very encouraging address. 
Mr. D. Chapman, the deacon, gave a very 
appropriate address, u.nd handing to the 
pastor, in the name of the Church and 
congregation and friends, as a token of 
their love and esteem, a bag containing 
£ 7 2s. Gd ., after w hioh the pastor thanked 
them for their kindness towards him. 
Then followed Mr. C. Holton with a 
sweet and savoury address. After which 
Mr. Bryan, one of the members of the 
Church, gave an earnest appeal to 
attend more frequently the house of 
God. The pastor then pronounced the 
Benediction. Thus closed a very enjoy
able and pleasant evening.-J. S. 

CITY-ROAD.-JIREH, EAST-ROAD.
Re-opening services, after repairs, were 
held on Lord's-day, Jan. 18th, when 
sermons were preached by brethren 
Boulton and Peacock. On the following 
Tuesday afternoon a cheering discourse 
was delivered by Mr. W. Harris. After 
tea the public meeting commenced under 
t_he chairmanship of a genuine well
wisher to the cause, Mr. Britton. 
Speeches were delivered by brethren W. 
Harris, W. Osmond,and W. Flack. The 
collections during the services amounted 
tonearly £5. MissBankskindlyandably 
presided at the harmonium.- S. G. W. 

ACTON TABERNACLE.-Very en
joyableand profitable New Year's meet
ings were held at the above place on 
Monday, January 19, 1881. In the after
noon, Mr. w. J. Styles preached from 
"My God shall supply all your need," &o,, 
followed by a tea, after which Mr. I. R. 
Wakelin presided at the public meeting. 
After an hymn of praise, Gen. xxii. was 
read, and the son of dear brother Beecher, 
of Shouldham-street, engaged in prayer. 
Brother Wakelin was happily at home, 
and spoke refreshing words, after which 
the followipg brethren suitably ad
dressed the meeting :-W. Archer, H. 
Cooper, P. Davies, J. Kingston, and A. 
Markham. The whole of the services 
were much enjoyed, and the day passed 
away in an encouraging manner. God 
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bless dear brother Archer and his statements, and also embodied the fer
friends at Acton for Jesus sake.- vent desires of our hearts, which are 
ADAM MARKHAM. these:-

OROYDON. - SALEM, WINDMILL· 
ROAD.-On Jan. 28th we met to review 
the past and to erect new ebenezers of 
grateful praise and thanksgiving. On 
this occasion we were favoured with 
another visit from our beloved brother 
Winters who in the afternoon !!'ave us 
a most Christ-exalting and expenmental 
sermon. This service was brought to a 
close by singing, ·• Twixt Jesus and the 
chosen race, subsist1a bond of sovereign 
grace." &c. Next came a social tea, 
with inuch sweet Christian fellowship. 
The public meeting, which was presided 
over by our kind friend and brother, Mr. 
James Lee, was opened by singing and 
prayer by deacon Baker. The chair
man's openii;g remarks were most ap
propriate, touching the double nature of 
the meeting as the 6th anniversary of 
the pastor's settlement and New Year's 
meeting. He expressed himself as being 
happy in the position he occupied, being 
surrounded by men whom he esteemed 
as faithful advocates of the truths that 
were dear to his heart. He also spoke 
of his growing attachment to the pastor, 
to whom he had felt a firm union from 
the first time of meeting him, and called 
upon him, as announced on the bill, to 
briefly review his six years' pastoral 
labours at Salem. Mr. Horton then 
gave in a condensed form an account of 
the steady progress of the cause. Since 
he had been brought, in the providence 
of God, to take the pastoral office over it, 
the names in the Church register had in
creased from 14 to 65. Some of these, how
ever, had been called to join the Church 
above. and some removed in vrovidence, 
&c. The past year had been marked by 
tokens of the Divine favour and bless
ing. An increase of 3 by baptism and 
7 by honourable dismission from other 
Churches, &c. were amongst the many 
blessings vouchsafed. The word preached 
was as acceptable as when he first came 
to Croydon. Touching financial matters, 
we stand amazed that such a com
paratively small company as compoee 
our Church and congregation, with no 
one of surplus means, should, in the 
space above stated, have been enabled to 
do that which has been done. When Mr. 
Horton came, a debt of £500 was owing 
on the chapel. There were no vestries, 
and only forms for seats. Since then 
we have re-seated and re-lighted, and 
improved the chapel, and erected commo
dious vestries and schoolroom, amount
ing in all to nearly £1,000, and the small 
portion that remains (with the loan 
borrowed free of interest) is in a fair 
way of being cleared off. Two things 
are evident, that the Salemites here are 
a liberal iieople, and that they have 
many friends. Mr. Horton's review con
tained many loving and God-glorifying 

" Go on, thon mighty God, 
Thy wonders to perform. 

Till many sinners bonght with blood, 
Shall worship Thee alone." 

After further congratulatory remarks 
the chairman called on brother Winters'. 
who gave us a most encouraging address. 
full of brotherly love and zeal for the 
truth. Brother Holden followed by 
some very touching and telling remark, 
upon preaching and hearing the Word. 
Brother Myerson gave a very experi
mental address from the words, a By 
this I know that Thou favourest me." 
The chairman then announced the col
lection, and said that, partly owing to 
the trying winter £10 was needed to 
meet the circumstances of the cauae. 
and hoped it would be realised, towards 
which he and another dear friend pre
sent, whose name we may not mention, 
contributed most liberally, and when it 
was found that about 35s. was lacking, 
he nobly offered 10s. more if the friends 
would contribute the rest. which was at 
once raised, and a little to spare. The 
pastor acknowledged with much feeling 
the kindness of the chairman and all the 
dear friends who had shown such special 
liberality, and proposed a vote of thanks 
to the chairman and all the ministerial 
brethren whose presence and addresses. 
together with brother Winters' excellent 
sermon, had, throu~h the Divine bless
ing, made the meetmg a joyous success. 
This ·was carried with quick response. 
Mr. Lee having to leave, the pastor pre
sided.,_ and, after singing, called upon 
Mr . .1:Srain, in the absence of brother 
E. T. Davis, to give an address, which he 
did from the words, " Man did eat 
angels' food.'' Brother Cullingford fol
lowed by a few remarks upon the words. 
"We have thought of Thy lovingkind• 
ness, 0 God." The Doxology and the 
Benediction brought the happy meeting 
to a close.-J. C. 

BETHN AL-G REEN.-HOPE,N ORTON -
STREET.-Services in connection with 
the fifth anniversary of the pastorate of 
Mr. J. Copeland were held on Feb. 10th. 
It was a fine day, and a fair number 
gathered in the afternoon to hear Mr. 
J. H. Lynn preach the gospel of grace. 
The preacher delivered a thoughtful 
and savoury discourse from 1 Pet. i. ~. 
"Whom, not having seen. ye love." Mr. 
Kempston presided at a public meeting 
in the evening, and opened itin singing 
Hymn 11, Denham's selection. Brother 
Turner quietly, earnestly. and season
ably led us to the throne of grace. The 
chairman, after reading Isa. lv.,enforced 
in an energetic speech that God":, Word 
could not return unto Him void. Our 
dear brother took much interest in this 
meeting, and had used his influence to 
increase the attendance. His efforts 
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were successful. Brethren Holden, 
Belcher, Sears, Elsey, Porter, and Noyes 
addressed the meeting : and brethren 
Hall, Theobald, Symons, and Y ondan 
announced hymns. Mr. Stockdale, the 
senior de,acon, with a few chosen, hearty 
words, presented the pastor with a purse 
containing £1:-l, a large portion of which, 
he said, had come from and through Mr. 
Kempston's hands. The pastor tendered 
his thanks to the Church, and chairman, 
and friends contributing; and on sitting 
-down was paid out by our kind brother 
Sears putting 5s. into his hand for the 
purse. Brother Flory offered the parting 
praver. The pastor, deacons, and people 
at ·Hope feel greatly encouraged and 
devoutlv thankful to the God of all 
mercies.for His goodness. 

CLERKENWELL.-MouNT ZION.
The 19th anniversary of the Sunday
school was held on Feb. 8 and 10. On 
the Sunday Mr. P. Reynolds preached 
from Psa. l=:ii. Ii, in the morning; Mr. 
W. K. Squirrell preached in the after
noon from Prov. xxx. 25 ; and Mr. Mit
chell the pastor, preached in the even
ing f~om Psa. cxxvi. 6. On the Tuesday 
the usual tea and public meeting was 
held. An interesting and encouraging 
report was read. Mr. Reynolds moved 
the adoption of the report, and gave an 
encouraging address. Mr. Mitchell, 
the chairman, then addressed the meet
ing. Mr. E. Wilmshurst seCO!]-ded the 
adoption of the report. and delivered an 
address to the Sunday-school, which 
proved both interesting and profitable 
to the scholars and friends. After the 
adoption of the reJ?ort, ~ r: J. Briscoe 
addressed the meetmg, g1vmg a re.mrne 
-of the formation of the Sunday-school 
in this chapel, of w1!-i~h. he was the fi:rst 
superintendent, the m1tial facts provrng 
to be interesting news to not a few of 
those present. Mr. H. Dadswell gave 
the concluding address from the words, 
·· The angel which redee~ed ~e from 
all evil bless the lads, which was 
listened' to with rapt attention. The 
scholars sang suitable hymn_s _during 
the evening, and 3:11 felt t!1e pnv1leg_e of 
being at such an mteres~mg gathermg. 
The anniversary collections amounted 
to £25 ls. ld. 

BOTTISHA.M LODE, CAMBS. -
Special and interesting services, com
memorative of the New Year, were held 
in ,January, at the Baptist chapel. Mr. 
J. R. Debnam, of Horham, preached on 
the occasion, and man)'. who were tJ:iere 
gathered much appreciated the services. 

LIMEHOUSE.-ELIM.-We held our 
~ew Year's tea and social meeting on 
Jan. I. Earnest prayers were offered, 
and addresses delivered by the pastor, 
deacons. and members. There was _a. 
nice g·athering of friends, and all felt 1t 
was good to be there. 

HORN SEY RISE,-ELTHORNE-ROAD, 
-S11ecial services m celebration of first 
anniversary of Mr. W. Osmond's pas
torate were held. On SundayJ Jan. 4th, 
two sermons by the pastor, rrom Psa, 
lxviii. 19, 20, and on following Tuesday, 
an excellent sermon in the afternoonJ 
by Mr. Cornwell, from Josh. i. o, "As 1 
was with Moses, so I will be with thee." 
After tea, a public meeting was held, 
presided over by Mr. Heathfield, who 
called upon Mr. Burbridge to implore 
the Divine blessing, and then opened 
by reading 2 Cor. ix., and after a few 
seasonable remarks, called upon Mr. 
Osmond to relate the Lord's dealings 
with him here during the past year, 
which he did in a grateful spirit for all 
the help of God he had received ; and 
he had intimations from friends that 
the Word preached had been blessed of 
the Lord to them, although the Church 
had not been added to in numbers. He 
felt, however, that the Lord would 
visibly increase the Church in due 
season, and therefore he took courage 
in commencing another year ; he be
lieved the Lord had sent him here and 
would continue to own and bless his 
labours. The secretary then read a 
statement relating how brother Osmond 
had been acquainted with the cause 
from the opening of the chapel, twenty
five years ago, to the present time, but 
more intimately so during the past three 
years, resulting in his settlement as 
pastor ; also the tokens received of the 
Word being blessed, especially by two 
additions to the Church being made as 
the result of his ministry, whilst sup
plying the pulpit in 1889. Also the 
finances of the Church were satisfactory, 
every demand being met, and debt on 
chapel being gradually reduced, for 
which we are very thankfal. Gospel 
addresses were then delivered by 
brethren Rundell. Cornwell, Burbridge, 
and the pastor expressed his sincere 
thanks to the friends who had helped 
on_ the occasion, and for a purse con
taining £8 5s. We desire to thank Goo 
and take courage·-H. G, Sec, 

STOWMARKET.- BETHESDA.-This 
chapel, built in 1818, was in a very 
dilapidated condition until recently. 
After the union of the two Churches, 
the friends agreed to thoroughly restore 
the building at a cost of £500. 

BECCLES.- MAHTYR'S MEMORI~L.
We are glad to learn that the friends 
here want only £25 more to 9l~ar off 
completely the little debt remammg on 
their new schoolroom. The total cost 
was nearlv £800 and there is £75 to ob
tain of which they have £:i0 promised, 
so that they want to get the £25 a.t mwe, 
in order to claim the promised £50. Who 
will assist in clearing off the remainder 
of ihe debt?- ED. 
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BRADFIELD· ST.· GEORGE, SUF
FOLK,-DEAR BROTHER WINTERB,
On Nov. 25, 1890, we held our annual 
·members' tea meeting, about ii0, includ
ing some few friends from the congre
gation, partook of tea. The executor 
of Miss Abi Last ·provided us with a 
joint of beef, as was the custom of our 
departed sister, After tea, Bro. D. 
Bland, the senior deacon, read the 
minutes of the past year, which showed 
.a decrease in our numbers of 4. two by 
death, two dismissed to other Churches. 
Addresses upon subjects of interest to 
the Church were then __ given by Deacons 
W. Scarfe D. Bland, W. Bland, superin
tendent of the school, Brethren Bowyer 
and Waterman. We heartily enjoyed 
the meeting.,_ feeling it was a family 
gathering. The hymn, "Blest be the 
tie that binds," and prayer, by the 
pastor, closed a very happy meeting. 
The long cold winter has·told very con
siderably upon our attendance. The 
Lord is with us in the power of His 
Spirit through His Word. On Lord's
•day, Feb. 1st, we had the pleasure to 
baptize two. It was truly a happy and 
profitable service. One was a youth 
from the Sunday-school. The signs of 
the times tell us we must endeavour to 
hold our position as Strict and Parti
,cular Baptists, and by His grace we will. 
The Master's word to us is, "Hold fast 
that thou hast that no man take thy 
•crown."-W. DIXON. 

CHATTERIS.-ZION CHAPEL. -This 
time-honoured cause of truth, for many 
yrars the scene of the labours of the late 
William Palmer, of Homerton, and 
·other good men, is again, after an inter
val of some few years, favoured with a 
pastor. On Jan. 25th, Mr. George 
Bonlsher, who for nearly 18 years has 
been in the United States of America, 
commenced his pastoral labours at Zion, 
and tokens of the Lord's blessing are 
,attending his ministry. There are five 
candidates awaiting baptism, one more 
proposed, and several waiting to be pro• 
posed. The congregations are im
proving; the eyes of the people are up 
unto the Lord, and earnest prayer is 
•offered that the Church may be revived 
and strengthened, Owing to his long 
absence in America the new pastor is 
not much known in England, but time 
will remedy this, and many will be glad 
to hail him as a " brother beloved in the 
Lord." 

CHATHAM.-ENON.-NewYear'sser
vices were held Ja11. lHth, when Mr. 
Cornwell preached two solid sweet dis
courses from John iii. 16 and Isa, 1. (i. 
Owing to the severe weather the con
gregations were smaller than usual, 
but by many the cold was forgotten in 
the warming of the soul by the Spirit's 
power, known and felt. On Monday 
.afternoon, brother Cornwell again occu-

pied the pulpit; his subject being taken 
from 2 Cor. iii. 17, which was much 
enjoyed by the dear hearers, the speaker 
evidently feeling much liberty ;n his 
work. A good company met for tea, 
after which Mr. Mitchell, of _Clerken
well, was helped to proclaim the 
glorious Gospel from Rom. v. 211. dilating 
on the aboundings of sin and the super
aboundings of conquering grace. The 
meeting was eoncluded by the singing
of " Sovereign grace o'er sin a bounding " 
to the tune Calcutta. 

WHITTLESEA ROAD.-The friends 
connected with the cause of Christ, 
known as the Whittlesea-road Stricli 
Baptist, had a high and enjoyable day 
on Feb. lst, when two females were pub
licly baptized in the river by Mr.Bullen, 
of March. The many things desirable 
on such an occasion were so combined as 
to make the day a most happy one, the 
weather was exceptionally fine, and a 
large number of people congregated 
together, many coming from a distance. 
The service was opened by singing 
"Jesus, and shall it ever be," &c. An 
address was then given by Mr. Bullen 
that was both stirring and appropriate, 
and an earnest prayer followed invoking 
the Divine blessing on the present 
gathering. The candidates were then 
led into the river, and immersed in the 
name of the Holy Trinity. The service 
then concluded by singing and prayer. 
May God still bless His one Church, so 
prays the unworthy writer.-J. N. T. 

CAMDEN TOWX.-AVEXUE, G&EA.T 
COLLEGE-STREET,-A watch-night ser
vice at the close of the Old Year was 
held. A goodly number met. Short 
addresses were given, prayers offered. 
and praises sung, so the hour and a-half 
IJassed away very pleasantly. Monday, 
Jan. 5, we held our New Year's tea 
meeting. The friends mustered in good 
numbers. At the evening public meet
ing nine of our male members gave 
most interesting addresses from the 
Word of God, and we were much pleased 
to discover the goodly gifts and graces 
with which the speakers were favoured. 
and they each spoke in a clear and bold 
manner for the space of fifteen to twenty 
minutes. We thank the dear Lord for 
giving us so many sound-hearted, faith
ful, gifted young men. Others gave out 
hymns. So ended a very sweet and 
comforting service. We pray we may 
have many such meetings in our new 
chapel. On 27th January we held our 
winter school treat for the children. 
The chapel was more than full. All pre
sent seemed to be richly entertained and 
satisfied on the occasion. God willing, 
we hope to hold on Easter Monday, 
March :l0, our usual anniversary. Do 
come, and help us for the bst time in 
this chapel. The lease is out, and we 
must get out of it on or before Sept. ~:l, 
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1~91. We hope. however1 to have another 
chapel built by that time close to the 
new fire station, Pratt-street, coming to 
the front, close to where we are now. 
The ground taken for chapel and school 
is 44ft. frontage and ~Oft. deep. We 
expect to begin to build at once. We 
purpose holding a public meeting about 
April or l\lay, when the foundation 
stones of the new chapel will be laid. 
-R. BURBRIDGE. 

CAMBRIDGE.-EDEN.-DEAR BRO• 
THER "-r.,TERS,-As the Lord in tender 
love and ,mercy has been pleased again 
to visit us here with an increase of such 
whom we trust,He has designed eternally 
to sav~ and knowing and feeling it to -be 
good t~ spread His mighty acts amongst 
His people, I have sent you a short ac
count of the goodness He has been 
pleased to manifest to us as His Church, 
who are a part and parcel of that Church 
whom He bath purchased with His own 
blood. "To Him be glory, might, 
majesty, and dominion for ever and 
ever, Amen." We do not expect to be 
privileged with another pentecostal 
sermon, or another pentecostal gather
ing into the Church, as of old; but the 
Lord has said, "I will_take you C!ne of a 
city and two of a family and brmg you 
to Zion" and this He continues to do by 
the pre~cbing of the Word; and this He 
is still doiug at ~den Ch_a]?el, There 
are many in our midst wa1tmg for the 
moving of the water, and I fear there 
are some looking for a miracle, or the 
hearing of a voice other than the Word. 
Our great Master Himself hath said, 
"If ye love Me, keep_ My command
ments "and "This do m remembrance 
of Me'." His grace they have tasted, 
His love they have felt, but are so back
ward to declare the same. Surely, this 
is not as it should be. The question 
might be asked, is this thy kindness_ to 
thy friend? He wept, He bled, He died 
for you and are you ashamed to declare 
your attachment to His dear name and 
cause? I am pleased, however, to tell you 
that there are six among the members so 
waiting, and whom g:race bas sweetly 
constrained to obey, viz., three brothers 
and three sisters, who, after tellmg the 
Church something of the graci?us deal
ings of, the Lord towards their so_ulsJ 
were gladly received, and were bapt1zea 
by ourpastor,Mr.Jull, on thelastLord's
day evening in December. Our prl!-yer 
is that many others may be constramed 
thus to put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Our New Year's tea meeting was held 
on Thursday evening,Jan. 8th. About 
150 sat down to tea. A public meeting 
was held in the schoolroom, and Mr. 
Htyles and Mr. Morton were the 
Hpeakers. They gave us some gflodJ 
practical remarks. Our dear old fr1ena 
Thomas Wilson, from Bil{gleswade, who 
has attended our New Year's meeting 
for many years, was prevented by illness 

from paying us a. visit this year. The 
Lord be pleased again, if His will to 
raise and strenll'then him for fur
ther usefulness m His vineyard. In 
the course of the evening the senior 
deacon, in the name and on behalf of the 
Church and congregation, presented the 
pastor, Mr. Jull, with a purse containing 
£19 7s. 6d. The meeting, which was a. 
very enjoyable one, did not terminate 
until half-past nine. May it please the 
Lord to grant many such, if His will.
J. FAVELL. 

In Jfllcmorhtm. 
In loving memory of Mrs. BROWN,. 

widow of Mr. John Brown, of Chelten• 
ham, who fell asleep in Jesus, Sep. 23rd, 
1890, aged 78. She was an old member 
of the Surrey Tabernacle, baptized by 
Mr. James Wells, with 44 others, many 
years ago. Her soul was delivered from 
a deep law work from a sermon preached 
by Mr. Wells, from Isa. lv. 12. She was 
afflicted with chronic bronchitis, and 
having undergone an operation with 
one of her eyes, she at last nearly lost 
the sight of it. Her end was a truly 
joyous one. Before her death she asked 
those a.round her to sing, saying " Why 
don't you all sing, and bless and praise 
the Lord;" and then sang herself that 
precious hymn," Not all the blood of 
beast," &c.-M. REVIS, Cheltenham. 

Mr. W. MORGAN, my dear father, 
passed away Jan. 18th, 1891. He was 
ba.ptized at Squirries-street, about 30 
years ago, by the late C. W. Banks, and 
afterwards joined the Church at Speld
hurst-road, where he remained till death 
of C. W. B., then united himself with 
Brother Myerson, at Oval, Hackney. 
His pathway was through much tribu
lation, but he was never known to mur
mur, and always grateful to the Lord 
for the smallest providential mercy, 
but much more so for HiB gracious 
mercy in bringing him out of the hor
rible pit and setting his feet on the 
Rock of Ages. He had been ill for a 
long time and took to his bed on the 
13th. On Sunday morning at a quarter 
to one be closed bis eyes to the world, 
and opened them in the New Jerusalem 
above. I visited him frequently, and on 
one occasion read to him John xiv. 
When I got to the words, " There shall 
ye be also," be said, '' Blessed be God for 
those ' sballs ' and ' wills,' they are so 
solid " His hope was firm and mind 
cbee;ful to the last, saying, as well as 
he was able, 

" Why should the children of a king 
Go mourning all their days? " 

He then quietly entered to his rest to 
be for ever with the Lord.-This tribute 
of love is by his son, W. MORGAN. 
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" <;a ~nner lltan." 
THE "inner man" mentioned in Scripture (Eph. iii. IG) stands in a 

happy contrast to the "old man" (Col. iii. 9), which is attached to 
all men alike, and is subject to sin and de,~th. It is rendered "inward 
~an" (Rom. vii. 22; 2 Cor. iv. IG); "new man'' (Eph. i1·. :!.J-; Col. 
111. 10); '' hi,lden man" (l Pet. iii. 4). The inward and ontward man 
of the ungodly are both crtrnel. In believers the "inward man,'' their 
better self, exists a new life, with all the germs of glory. The term 
"inner man" is sometimes understood as spirit, soul, wind, heart, 
and understanding, which cognate terms are spoken of as faculties of the 
"inward man." (1) The distinct personalit11 of the "inner man. '' It is 
separate from the carnal nature of man; and as the "old man" possesses 
natural senses, so the "new man" enjoys the exercise of spiritual senses. 
(2) What are the proofs of the e,·istmre of the "i1111er mm1 "? It breathes 
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heavenward, and hungers and thirsts for Christ. ( :l) What are the 
u·a nts ~f the " inner man? " It craves for Gospel food, and longs to 
be more Christ-like, and to hold sweet fellowship with God and His 
people. ( 4) What are its aims? The promotion of the name and 
kingdom of Christ, and the well-being of all mankind. (5) What is 
the culmination of a1l its hopes and desires? Eternal communion with 
Christ and saint~ in glory. EDITOR. 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.--No. IV. 
THE LATE WILLIAM KNIBB DEXTER. 

BY MR. J. CATTELL. 
[DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,-Mr. Cattell sent the enclosed for insertion in the 

EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD to Mr. Mote, who has requested me to 
!orwa!d it. on to you. There is <?nly on~ thing whi~h struck me as wo1thy of 
msert10n, 1f you thought fit to msert 1t, and that 1s the text from which our 
departed brother preached his last sermon. It was so characteristic of his one 
object throughout life, and that was to glorify God, his heavenly Father. The 
text was Jeremiah xiii. 16: "Give glory to the Lord thy God before He cause 
darkness." He had suffered a great deal during the week, and on the Sunday 
morning he felt very unwell and weak, "but out of weakness was made strength." 
It was indeed a powerful and remarkable sermon, and, as it has proved to be his 
last, it was a fitting termination to a faithful ministerial career. Our united 
prayer is that God may send us mch another pastor whose zeal may beas fervent 
in the Master's service and whose walk and life may be as consistent and Christ
like as his.-Yours very faithfully, A. H. BOYD, 46, Cressingham-road, Lewis-
ham, S.E.J . 

DE.AR MR. EDITOR,-Circumstances are constantly transpiring around 
us testifying to the fact that whilst the spirit is immortal the body is 

mortal. Lately a time-honoured and faithful minister of Christ, a 
beloved brother in the Lord, has been called from these scenes of labour 
and conflict to higher service in the glory world. William Knibb 
Dexter, the youngest son of Benjamin Bull Dexter, a missionary in 

Jamaica, co-temporary with William Knibb, of anti-slavery notoriety. 
He 'l'l'as uorn on December 29th, 1840, five years before the death of 
Knibb, and was named after his distinguished relative, Knibb, being 
related to the family. The child grew, and at an early age began to 
display some force of character, having a will of his own, and showing 
strong determination to carry his point in anything he took in hand. 
1 n the early part of 1853 the father was called to his reward. The 
,lidow and her three sons set sail for England on the 28th of .April in 
the same year. .Arriving in England, they settled at Bedford, where 
the boys were educated. William Knibb displayed an active and 
inquirino- mind, and made the best of every opportunity for acquiring 
knowledge, and thus laying the foundation for a. life of future usefulness 
in t.he service of the Lord. 

When he was about lG years of age, he obtained a situation in a solid
tor's office, where he made great progress in knowledge. Whilst in Bedford 
he attended Bunyan Meeting, then under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
John .Jukes, under whose ministry he greatly profited, and about this 
time, at the age of 16, he was led to a saving knowledge of Christ. He 
put on a public pr?fession of disci.pleship to Jesus b,y Baptism, be~ng 
baptized by Mr. Griffiths, then of B1ggleswade. From !11s first com:crs10n 
he took a lively interest in the young, and at once began work m the 
lord's vineyard· was instrumental in reviving and building up the infant 
dass; and conducted a Bible-class of young men with great success. 
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A gentleman who was a member of that class explained to me the other day 
his method of conducting that class, and it seemed to me to be in advance 
of some of ~h~ methods of to-day. . He beca_me s~cretary of a young 
men's assomat10n. All these were m connection with Bunyan Meeting. 
The members of the asrnciation, on his leaving Bedford, presented him 
with a Bible and another book of reference useful in the study of the 
Scriptures. On the inner cover of these is an inscription expressive of 
the high esteem in which he was held; both of these books were used by 
him to the last. 

8 e began preaching in the villages soon after his call by grace, and 
was well received by the people. When quite a child in Jamaica, he would 
often get into the chapel, ascend the pulpit, open the large Bible, read a 
text, and preach to the pews. 

On one of these occasions an old ,rnman, addicted to lying, crept into 
the chapel, not knowing that he was in the pulpit, and he not knowing 
that she was in the chapel, opened the book and read out, " All liars 
shall have their part in the lake that burnetb,' &c. The immediate 
effect was the audience vanishEd; what the ultimate effect was we are 
not told. In 1861 he received a unanimous invitation to the pastorate 
of the Church at Thurleigh, Beds. He continued for five years, the 
Lord blessing bis labours. Here be married his wife, who has been a 
true help-meet, an affectionate, devoted, and faithful companion in sick
ness and in health to the end. From Thurleigh he went to Peterborough, 
where he preached for twelve months, when he received an invitation 
to the pastorate, but could not see his way to accept it.. At this time he 
supplied at Foot's Cray. Here, I believe, he received an invitation to 
the pastorate, but finally settled at Meopbarn, where he continued for ten 
_years. Whilst at Meopham, to counteract the baneful influence of 
purely Church schools, he opened a day-school, to which he devoted 
much time and energy. Here he laboured assiduously for the good of 
the people, to the detriment of his• own health. A letter just received 
from an old friend whose children he taught testifies to the high esteem 
in which he was held. Here his abundant labours were very much 
,blessed. Feeling a change to be desirable, he moved to Grundisburgh, 
Suffolk, in 1877. This not proving a genial sphere of labour to him, in 
response to a cordial invitation from the Church at Dacre Park, Lee, be 
removed thither, and was publicly recognised as pastor on February 
7th, 1881. Here he continued to labour with varying success, till from 
declining health he could no longer discharge the functions of the pas
toral and ministerial office. On December Hth, 1890, he preached iu 
the morning, but was unable to go out in the evening. Since that time 
his health has rapidly declined, until on February 26th the summons 
-oome, and he being ready, watching his Lord's appearing, peacefully 
fell asleep in Jesus. Thus has passed away "a man greatly beloved." 
leavino· a widow and one child unprovided for, whom we prayerfnUy 
comm~nd to the prnctical sympathy of surviving friends. Our brother 
Dexter was tender as a husband, loving as a father, faithful as a 
minister, trustworthy and trusted as a friend, Calvinistic in his theology, 
his views of truth were clear and comprehensivi:>, his grip of truth wa~ 
tirm, his advocacy of truth f~arless and inte!ligible. He ,_vas a_ D~~tiSL 
of the regular order, from which he never swerved. Ask mg huu 1 t lw 
-could realize the truth with which he had sought to comfort others, he· 
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said he could fully. Knowing the fatal character of his disorder, he was 
r,<tlmly resigned to the Lord's will, could confidently leave his loved ones 
to Him whom He had trusted, and who had not forsaken him in his deep 
need. Near the close he was unable to lie down in bed; he raised his 
head from his chest and sang the two first lines of "Jesn, lover of my 
soul," and said, "I can't sing any more; I wish someone would sing 
that to me." Now, he does not need to sing that; the Lord has let 
him; he has flown to His bosom. Now he sings as he never did before, 
•• All hail the power of J esu 's name. &c." Our dear brother was a large
hearted man, one in whom you would always find sympathy; a friend~ of 
all, the enemy of none; was beloved, and is lamented by a wide circle of 
friends. "The memory of the just is blessed.'' 

THE FUNERAL. 

In the March issue of the E. V. & G. H. the tenth anniversary of 
brother Dexter·s pastorate was announced to be held on Tuesday, March 
3rd, 1891. Man, however, proposes, but God disposes. Instead of the 
pastors anniversary, his funeral took place on that date, and the brethren 
who were announced to officiate at the one took part in the solemn 
service connected with his burial. The arrangements of the solemn 
occasion were wisely entrusted to the judicious care of Mr. Cattell; and 
fi,e minutes before the time appointed for the service to commence, the 
mortal remains of our dear brother were brought into the chapel and 
placed on a bier in front of the pulpit, from which, for ten years, 
brother William Knibb Dexter had proclaimed the glorious Gospel 
of the grace of God. At two o'clock Mr. Cattell entered the desk, 
and commenced the sacred occasion by announcing the beautiful hymn, 
"Rest remaineth, oh how sweet!" Mr. J. H. Lynn read several portions 
from the Word of God, and Mr. Shaw, of Gravesend, engaged in the 
solemn exercise of prayer. Another hymn, "Asleep in Jesus, precious 
sleep,'' and Mr. John Box, who was to have preached in the afternoon, 
delivered, with much feeling and sympathy, a very touching and power
ful address on death, and in a most telling manner described the 
difference between the departure of a child of God and the death of an 
unbeliever, and sweetly reminded his audience that our brother Dexter's 
condition was altered, but not his character. Mr. R. E. Sears followed, 
and said, since our brother's departure three words had followed him
i,e., "Within the veil." On this subject the speaker gave utterance 
to remarks suitable to the solemn occasion. One verse of" Jesu, lover 
of my soul " being sung, Mr. Cattell pronounced the Benediction, and 
the procession, consisting of a hearse, three mourning coaches, and a 
long line of private carriages, was re-formed, and wended its way to Lee 
Cemetery, where a large number of sympathetic friends gathered round 
the grave. 

Among the ministers and other brethren gathered to show their 
respect and esteem to departed worth were Messrs. Corn well, Holden, I. C . 
. Johnson, Dalton, Squirrel!, Gregg, Copeland, C. C. Harris, A. Hall, W. 
Lovegrove, and many others, the chapel being well nigh _filled with a 
truly sympathetic audience, many coming from a great distance, wh0 
were Garefully considered by the well-known kindness of Mr. Whittaker 
r..nd his devoted partner. 

JoHK WATEHS BANKS, 
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"THJD UHUHCH'S POWER AND GLORY." 
An address delivered at the Soho Centenary, February 24th, 18 91. 

BY E.T. DAVIS, PASTOR, WEST HILL, WANDRWOR1'H. 

ONE hundred years ago this Church was formed. None of us were 
present on that occasion. Neither do we expect to take part in the 

bi-centenary, therefore I told my folk they had beUer come t0 the 
1;entenary. I most heartily bear my testimony to the blessing which t,he 
Church has been. The brotherly kindness of the pastor, with the 
hospitality of the Church, shone as sunlight upon my path. " I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in."• 

The speakers this morning are as a limited company, limited to 15 
minutes. Therefore, I shall at once speak of three things which should 
be realised by every Church, whether 100 years or 100 days old. 

I. The presence of the Holy Spirit. 
II. The power of the Gospel. 
III. The promise of His coming. 
These three are one as regards the promise of the faithful Christ, and 

the experience of the infant Church. In our Lord's last discourses with 
His disciples He foretold the presence and mission of the Holy Ghost, 
in such words as, " It is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
send Him unto you. When He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will 
guide you into all truth; for He shall speak not of Himself; but what
soever He shall hear, that shall He speak; and He shall show you things 
to come. He shall glorify Me; for He shall receive of Mine, and shall 
shew them unto you." Jesus Christ commissioned His apostles to 
preach the Gospel: '' Go ye, and disciple all nations; preach the Gospel 
to every creature: He that believeth, and is baptized shall be saved." 
The Saviour gave to His first disciples, and, through them, to all that 
shall believe in His name, the great and precious promise of His second 
coming: "I will come again, and receive you unto Myself: that where I 
am, there ye may be also.'' 

Moreover, the early disciples received the Holy Ghost; they tarried 
at Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high, and 
were filled with the Spirit. They went everywhere preaching the Gospel. 
They testified to the Gospel of the grace of God. And the Gospel came 
to many, not in word only, but with the power and demonstration of 
the Holy Ghost. It was characteristic of the New Testament Church, 
that its members looked for the glorious appearing of God their Saviour. 
When men turned to God from idols they served the living God, and 
waited for His Son from heaven. Their citizenship was in heaven, 
from whence they looked for the Saviour, the Lord .Tesus Christ. They 
were brightened with the splendid hope-" When Christ, who 1s our 
life, shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory." 

These three covenant blessings include and secure :
I. A Divine Formation. 
II. A Spiritual Liberation. 
III. A Glori:ous Consummation. 
1. THE FORMATION OF THE CHURCH is not of man nor of the will of 

man. No ecclesiastical authority nor human power can form a spiritual 

'Our brother Davis joined the Church at Soho when he fir8t became connected 
with our beloved denomination.-Eo. 
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Church, since three things are essential:-(1) a spiritual quickening, 
(2) an effectual calling; (3) a vital union. The Church of the living 
God is composed of such as have been quickened together with Christ, 
called with a holy calling, not according to their works, but according to 
His own purpose and grace, which was given them in Christ Jesus 
before the world began. Moreover, all its members are living souls, in 
lit"ing union with a living Christ. It is the sovereign right and sole 
prerogative of God the Holy Ghost to quicken such as are dead in 
tresp;sses and sins. The effectually called are "as many as the Lord our 
God shall call." It is through the Spirit souls are builded together in 
Christ for a habitation of God. Therefore, the continuous formation of 
the Church is secured by the presence of the Holy Ghost. Thus saith 
the Lord, "My Spirit remaineth among you; fear ye not." 

2. SPIRITUAL LIBERATION is enjoyed through Gospel preaching; for 
it proclaims liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison doors 
to them who are bound. Lazarus had life before liberty. Souls quickened 
by the Holy Ghost realise that they are condemned already; they are 
sold under sin, and are afar off by wicked works. To such the Gospel 
comes with the music of liberty, declaring," There is, therefore, no condem
nation to them who are in Christ Jesus." That they were not redeemed 
with corruptible things as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. They who were 
afar off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. Brethren, the Word of 
God bas nothing to say about a Gospel, it is full of the Gospel. We talk 
of the old Gospel: better still to glory in the one Gospel which never grows 
old. This is indeed the treasure, trust, and triumph of the Church. 
Men and brethren, testify to the Gospel of the grace of God, and "If any 
man preach another Gospel, which is not another, let him be accursed." 

3. A GLORIOUS CONSU.MMATIO:::-r awaits the Church at the appearing 
of her glorified Lord. The formation of the Church was in connection 
with the descent of the Holy Spirit, and her consummation will be at the 
Second Advent of Jesus Christ. On that auspicious morn, when the 
day dawns, and the shadows flee away, shall the Bride appear in comp~ny 
with and conformity to her heavenly Bridegroom. " For when Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, we shall appear with Him in glory." 
When He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him _as He 
is. Her spiritual beauties shall then be unveiled, and she shall ~hme as 
the sun in the kingdom of the Father. It shall be her coronat10n day, 
and the set time in which He who espoused her shall present her to 
Himself, "A glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing." Therefore let our prayer be, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 
Meanwhile, may we all be filled with the Spirit, firm to the Gospel, fired 
with a glorious hope. For-

" Oh, what gifts shall yet be granted, 
Palms, and crowns, and robes of white, 

When the hope for which we panted 
Bursts upon our gladdened sight, 

And our Saviour 
Makes us glorious thro' His might. 

Bright the prospect soon that greets us 
Of that longed-for nuptial day, 

When our hea-,,enly Bridegroom meets us, 
On His kingly, conquering way: 

In the glory, 
Bride and Bridegroom reign for aye I " 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS TO THE CHURCHES, 
Delivered at the Annual .Meeting of the jJfetropofiian As.~ociation of Strid 

Bapti.st Churches, MarchlOth, 1891, by the 

PRESIDENT, MR. W. K. SQUIRRELL, PASTOR OF HILL STR~:ET, 
DORSET SQUARE, MARYLEBO~E. 

"Go in this thy might."-Judges vi. 14. 

DEAR BRET HREN,-Next to my call by grace, I feel it is my highest 
privilege to belong to the Strict and Particular Baptist Denomina

tion; a denomination that, amidst all the tendency of the times towards 
indefiniteness, and the hollow cries of spurious charity, abides by the 
truth of God, and adheres to New Testament order of Church government. 
Thank God, dear brethren, we believe something, and that something is 
increasingly dear to us as our rule of faith and practice, " For the mouth 
of the Lord hath spoken it." Moreover, my heart is glad, and my spirit 
greatly rejoiceth, that within our denomination there are to be found such 
associations as the one on the behalf of which we are now speaking, 
and which, we believe, in the hands of Zion·s King, is a living and 
increasing power for good. 

It is my honour, as President of the Metropolitan Association of Strict 
Baptist Churches, to address you this evening. For the information of 
strangers (and I hope there are some present), let me say tha.t 
this Association will not much longer be a ruddy youth, seeing that 
it is just twenty years of age to-day, and will therefore soon emerge into 
the strength of early manhood. But what shall we say of that twenty 
years? Crowded with goodness, and mercy, and mutual usefulness they 
have been. Those of us who have,,marked its rise and progress, 
bless God1 that it lives to-day and is doing well. Surely its continu
ance proves "The Lord reigneth.'' None but Himself could have 
brought things to the present happy issue. We remember well the 
announcement of its birth, and how that announcement was received by 
many, who said "it's still-born, and will lie still evermore;" but 
when they saw its lungs were inflated, and heard its feeble cry, then 
they said, "it will cry itself to death, and that quickly''; but, strange to 
11ay, some saw "it was a proper child,'' and with God's blessing and great 
care, the child lived, and grew, and talked, and walked, until the day 
came when its foes said, "Smother it, smother it"; but it was too late, 
for the child had waxed strong, "The arms of its hands were made strong 
by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob," and for years now we have 
rejoiced to see true unity of action, increased power, and plenty of" Go " 
in the stalwart youth. For this we praise the Lord right heartily; nor 
are we unmindful of our indebtedness to those godly men and women 
who, "through evil report and good report," "abode by the stuff;" many 
of whom, we may say the greater part, "remain unto this present; but 
some are fallen asleep." The Lord grant that a double portion of their 
spirit may be ours, and that. gathering up their mantle, we may use it 
as only God's true Elishas can, as becometh trne men with a noble and 
glorious ancestry. 

Now, we have a message from God unto you, and that message is full 
of "go" and ';might'' to go with, so that we may be stimulated as an 
association to push on aggressively, believingly acting on the Divine 
\Y ord to Joshua," There remaineth yet very much land to be possessed." 
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Our Word is found in Judges vi. 14. It was to Gideon; Gideon is dca<l, 
but Gideon's God liveth ever, and bids me say, "Go in this thy might." 

I.-LET )[E ASK, ""HAT ":\UGHT" HAVE WE? 

(1) We reply. the "might" of circumstances rightly used, the 
l!tudent of life will grant me; that the office of circumstances is simply to 
develop character; hence they either brrak or make the man ; so of 
associations: they die or live, lnnguish or thrive, not so much according 
to events themselves,, but rather according to the power, or want 
of power, to utilise all things \\·iscly to a given end. Natures of the 
jelly-fish type, to which this Association does not belong, may have power 
to sting, may possess sense and organs of a rudimentary kind, but lack 
discernment to use events advantageously. These, before the heat of, 
difficulties, quickly melt away. 

But note, our Gideon, his work follows that of our noble-hearted 
Sister Deborah, whose name signifies a bee, and she had been busy as a 
bee, under God, and i1ad, doubtless, something to do with making 
Gideon a man of mettle. lVIark what was s11.id of him by the searcher of 
hearts and the infallible judge of human character, when he appeared 
most weak, "The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour." Now 
all things appeared against Gideon, but for the fact that his valiant heart 
would ere long make all things snbserve the purpose he desired and God 
intended. I grant you his difficulties tended to make him feel hi@ 
weakness, but with that c0nscious weakness came the sure development 
of latent powers and peculiar gifts.. Apply this to the life of our Asso
ciation of Churches, and also to that excellent association of itinerant 
brethren, in the midst of which God is to-day training, and from which 
He will bring forth, many a Gideon, with a heart of valour to do His 
work, with the might of circumstances wisely used. We bless God with all 
our heart the path has been uphill work; so uphill that "we had fainted 
unless we bad believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of tlui 
living." But, glory be to God, our associated hearts have "believed," 
and believing we have seen that "goodness,'' therefore we have not 
fainted; but if faint we are still pursuing on the old lines of eternal 
truths and yearning to be a mighty power for good. Then, brethren, 
"Go in tbiE t,hy might,'' "Consider what I say, and the Lord give thee 
understanding in all things" (2 Tim. ii. 7). 

(2) As Gideon, so have we the might in which to go; it flowl'I 
from the eyes and lips of our self-revealing Lord. Alas! alas! some 
would have us spend our precious days in bP.ating our corn behind the 
wine-press; their only notion of service being to conserve the truth. 
I grant you, that in this slip-shod age, the high honour falls upon us, a8 
to be" set for the defence of the Gospels"; but is it not incumbent upon 
U'l to " be found holding forth the Word of Life, that we may rejoice in 
the day of Christ"? Increasingly are we feeling our solemn obligations 
as a denomination in this respect, so that, not only is Gospel literature 
sent broadcast through the land, but our young men, c-lotbed with the 
Spirit of God, as Gideon, are to be found at the corners of our streets
doing what? Lamenting with hitter lamentations the spread of error? 
Nay, far better than that, preaching-yes, preaching" the glo~ious Gospel 
of the blessed God committed to our trust," with no uncertam sound. 

"Their heroism I much admire, 
May they be filled with heavenly fire."-W. K, S. 
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We are tiold "The Lord looked upon Gideon, and said, Go in this thy 
might. Have I not sent thee?" In that look and that command "Go " 
-and that kindly assurance of all-needed help concealed from a me~e 
fleshy mind under the words, '' Have I not sent thee?'' we have the 
very quint,essence of "mightiness." Let any man, woman, or dear child, 
,or an association of Churches, but feel the deep, holy, helping, meaninc:r 
of that look divine, and it will stir and vitalise their entire being. " 

Let but the wave sound, " Have I not sent thee ? " fall upon the 
drcumcised ears of this godly assembly, and to a man, we shall be able 
to do and to dare as we have never done before. True, jealousy, over our 
own hearts, and the glory of Jehovah, may cause us to need our rlouble 
sign of fleece both wet and dry, and God may see fit to 9,pparently thwart 
us, by sadly reducing our army of mere human strength; yet the eyes 
that looked upon us, and the lips that spake, will show us by our dreamy 
foes, it may be, even as he did Gideon, that though a cake we be, and 
that but ai; a tumbling barley cake, yet by the mightiness of our living 
and revealing Lord, by whose incarnation He bids us drink the strength 
of divine and human sympathy, in the one cup, such strength as can 
,cheer the heart of the weakest of men to "the help of the Lord," till 
naught can withstand, so that the enemies of God and truth shall 
become our friends or flee before us. Then "Go in this thy might." 

(3) We have the" might" of creed formula, but some man will say, 
"Is not theology progressive, and is not the majesty and glory of truth 
such that it defies systematising?" Oh! foolish heart, thou "\\"ouldst 
be wise above what is written, for it is a fact that truth has its limits, 
although the tape line of our puny minds, I grant you, cannot measure 
so much as a tithe of the diameter of that vast circumference, yet it is 
so. We are not to be tossed to and fro like children by the nurse, or 
" carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and 
•cunning craftiness, whereby they lay in wait to deceive," nor drift into 
anything like uncertainty. 

Does not the present outlook into the religious world remind us 
that creedless men, creedless Churches (so-called), and creedless associa
tions are the curse of Christendom ? But our might, onr realised 
impetus to "Go," is that,, like our sturdy fathers, we have our creed, we 
believe something and rejoice to make it known. Now a creed is a 
definite summary of what is believed, and I shall take this opportunity 
of publicly declaring the things most surely believed by us as associated 
Churches. It is recorded in our Annual Report, as follows :
_Doctrinal basis, approved and adopted at a meeting of brethren appointed 
Delegates by the several Particular Baptist Churches in and around 
London, holding Strict Communion principles, convened at Soho Chapel, 
Oxford-street, on March 10th, 1871, for the purpose of forming this 
Association. 

1. The equality and distinct personality of the Father, the Word, 
nnd the Holy Ghost, in the unity of the Godhead. 

2. Eternal and personal election unto salvation. 
3. The fall of mankind in Adam-their guilt and condemnation

together with their entire and universal depravity, by which they were 
utterly alienated from God, and are unable in and of themselves to turn 

·to Him. 
4. Particular redemption by the vicarious sacrifi.ce of Christ. 

K 
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5. J usti.fication by grace, through faith, by the imputed righteousness 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. Regeneration and sanctification by the direct agency of the Holy 
Spirit, through the instrumentality of Divine truth, and that saving faith 
is ,wt a legal duty, but the sovereign and gracious gift of God. 

7. The absolute necessity for a holy life, as the result of true faith 
and the evidence of regeneration. 

8. The final perseverance of true believers. 
9. The resurrection of the dead, and the universal judgment. 
10. The everlasting punishment of the wicked, and the everlasting 

happiness of the righteous. 
11. The duty of preaching the Gospel to every creature of the fallen 

race of Adam. 
12. The necessity of baptism by immersion, on a profession of repen

tance and faith, in order to Church fellowship and admission to the 
Lord's table. 

13. "The congregational order of the Churches," by which we mean 
that,';while mutually helped by Association, each Church maintains its 
right to act for itself in the fear of the Lord. 

Now, dear brethren, shall we, with such a creed as that, made up of 
streams flowing from the very river of God, of truths out of the book of 
eternal wisdom, truths which we deem all-important to be taught in our 
schools, the welfare of which now engages the prayerful attention of this 
Association; and from the desk and the pulpit, I say, shall we be content 
with either our Uilefulness in the past, or some little advancement in the 
future? God forbid! Remember, we live in a stirring, but degenerate 
age. 

The Church of Rome is busy on every hand with her accursed system~ 
and, sad to tell, she has her allies in the Established Church. Yes, men, 
heaven forgive me, things, meanly doing the dirty work of the Pope, yet 
glad are they to eat clean Protestant bread. 

Again, I can only remind you that from hundreds of our dissenting 
pulpits you can no longer hear the Gospel's joyful sound, but philosophy 
"falsely so called," while their programmes show that every worldly 
amusement is resorted to. "Forsooth," say they, "we must get the· 
people together''; and well they may, seeing that the lover of the dance,. 
the play, the theatre, can have his vitiated taste highly gratified within 
the walls of many a place "called the House of the Lord." 

With these solemn facts before us, I, notwithstanding, believe that. 
"for every age God has His men." Shame upon us if we do not push 
011 as a denomination and "go " right to the front, in every good word 
and work. Let them Ray, "What do these fteble Jews?" It may be we 
11.re filled with the "might" of the Divine Spirit, dwelling in our hearts,. 
a11d with that word of the Lord, '' Have I not sent thee?" and beneath 
the inspiring look of His eyes, we may prove to be the very people to 
build the temple of the Lord. Solemn obligations are ours, because· 
great and many are our privileges, Let our Sister Deborah arouse us as 
only women can; mighty soul was she, though of the:weaker sex. Judges 
v. 10: "Speak, ye that ride on white asses, ye that sit in judgment, 
and walk by the way." If so greatly privileged, with freedom and 
judgment in the ways of the Lord, if honoured to ride as the princes. 
and nobles of Israel on white asses, be it yuur8 to "speak'' abroad " the 
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righteous aots of the Lord," lest, by a guilty silence, we "grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God." 

I believe more thoroughly to-day that which I have had in my heart 
for years-viz., that if we, the Strict and Particular Baptist Denomination, 
be wise, and truly desire to be used of God, then a glorious future is 
before us. Are we not designed by the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
not only to be a light, but "a burning and a shining ]ight," that no 
bushel can oover, or extinguiRher can put out. 

But if the transition (to quote another figure), is not too sudden, I 
ask, seeing that we must move on or die out, are we to recede as a people 
with the ebb tide? I answer, with thousands of voices from every part 
of our dear old England to-night, " God helping us, No ! Never ! " 
Then spread the sails that witness to many a storm in the past, and in 
them catoh the heavenly breeze, for heaven is for us and with us, and 
onward and upward with the flood tide, brethren and sisters beloved, let 
us speed our way; the stirring times demand it, and while there are 
many faithful preachers of truth outside our denomination, yet the times 
favour us. Not a few hearts are weary of the pulpit foppery, of being 
mocked every seventh day, after a week of conflict, with mere oratorial 
display; and sometimes worse than this, for from the very pulpits from 
whioh their fathers were fed with the "finest of the wheat," now, semi
infidelity is the "savoury meat." Thousands and thousands of precious 
immortal souls are being led by what are wrongly called men of "advanced 
thought,'' from pillar to post, not to find truth, but only a ghost. Then 
onward, brethren, for lifo is earnest, time is short: "The night cometh 
when no man can work." We shall have plenty of sleeping time for there 
bodies of ours in the grave-the grave I say, to which we are all fast 
hastening. If we be true men, then we are God's men for this present 
age. Let bigotry die, and narrow-mindedness be a thing of the past, for 
they have had a long day in some quarters; and let us, with trumpet 
sound, fill the whole earth with the music of "the everlasting Gospel,"' 
in which we have personally found" all our hope and all our salvation," 
and by which Gospel, through the Eternal Spirit, our instrumentality shall 
gather in poor sinners from north and south, from east and weEt, 
"according to the election of grace," to sit with us at Emmanuel's feet, 
and join us with right loyal hearts to "Crown Him Lord of all.'' 

Just a word to those Churches of the "same faith and order," be 
they great or small, that still remain outside the privileges of our ..:\.sso
ciation. We do not crave your help or support, for we hate patronage, 
whether it be that of the State, of a community, or of a single individual; 
and well we may, seeing that "the Lord of hosts is with us." But 
should yon desire fellowship with us as brethren beloved in the Lord, a 
hearty welcome awaits you, and mutual help will follow. Does Father 
Prejudice stand in the way? if so, I would affectionately say, "Let him 
no longer stand between you and the blessings of associated life. 

Now, concerning the collection, I need only say, we very much need 
what I know it will be a pleasure for you to give-an out-and-out good 
collection, given as under the eyes of Him who said, " Go in this thy 
might." 
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THE PASTORATE CONSIDERED IN THE LIGHT 
OF APOSTOLIC DAYS. 

BY W. Tomrn, SEN. 

THE subject I have to deal with this evening is, " THE PASTORATE 
CONSIDERED IN THE LIGHT OF APOSTOLIC DAYS," which leads me 

to notice five questions :-First-Did the Lord appoint Pastors over His 
Church in apostolic times? Second-What were they called? Third
Where did the Lord place them? Fourth-What was their work? 
Fifth-If God appointed Pastors over the Churches in apostolic times, 
how is it that so many Churches are without Pastors in this our day? 

Ffrst-That God did appoint Pastors over Churches in apostolic 
times is proved by the Scriptures, seven being appointed by Him over 
the seven Churches as recorded in 1st, 2nd, and 3rd chapters of Revela
tions, and that the Lord placed them over those Churches is proved by 
the use He made of them, by giving them messages to deliver to those 
Churches, and no better evidence can a minister have of being chosen 
of God to be a Pastor, than for God to make use of him among the 
people over whom he is placed as an under-shepherd. Now the Lord 
did use each of these Pastors for the benefit of these Churches, by giving 
them messages to deliver to them; therefore, Pastors were appointed by the 
Lord over His Churches in the time of the apostles, and it is evident 
that they were not to deliver what man told them, nor what they told 
themselves, but what God told them to deliver, and, though they 
received those messages from the apostle John, yet John received it for 
them from the Lord. Brethren, let us see to it, that we receive our 
messages from the Lord only. 

Second-What were they called? First, they were called stars. Now 
stars are much higher than the earth ; as it was then, so it is now in 
this respect, for that Minister who has converse with the Lord, and is 
led by prayer and faith to look to Him for all, is in Spirit above ea1th and 
the things thereof. Stars are to give light; but God made them, and placed 
them, and put the light in them; so were Pastorti in apostolic times, for 
God called them stars. Stars are to give light to the world, but they 
only give the light that God puts in them. Jesus is the bright and 
morning Star. Blessed are they who have the light of the glorious 
Gospel shining from Him into them and through them by the Holy 
Spirit, who taketh of Jesus and revealeth unto them. So were Pastors 
blest and nsed for the good of the Churches in apostolic days, for Jesus 
called them stars. Stars are brighter and more visible at one time than 
at other times; but they are never anything else but stars for all that. 
Ministers do not always reflect the light so brightly at one time 
as at another time, but they are God's Ministers still. Second
They are also called by Jesus angels as well as stars. Angels 
are under God's command; they have to do and say what God com
mands them, so were Pastors in apostolic days; they had their directions 
from Jesus, shown in 2nd and 3rd of Revelations. And Jesus called 
them angels. Angels have a double service; they serve God, and by 
His direction they serve His people, but the people of God are not the 
angels' masters; they have but one Master, and that is Jesus; so were 
Pastors in apostolic times, for Jesus called them angels. Angels take 
delight in ministering to the Church, so did Pastors in apostolic times, 
for Jesus called them angels. Angels sometimes confront the enemiea 
of the Church by the power of God and prevail ; so did Pastors in 
apostolic times, for Jesus called them angels. 
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Third-Where did the Lord place them? In His right hand 
Wcv. i. 20). 'fhey were in perfect safety (John x. 28). They were in 
God's eternal pleasures (Psa. xvi. 11) : « At Thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore." They were held up by it (Psa. xviii. 35): "Thy 
right hand hath holden me up." They were in the hand that is full of 
righteousness (Psa. xlviii. 10): "Thy right hand is full of righteons
ness." They were in the hand of victory (Psa. xcviii. 1): " His right; 
baud, and His holy arm, hath gotten Him the victory." They were in 
the valiant doings of God (Psa. cxviii. 15): "The right hand of the 
Lord doeth valiantly." They were in an exalted hand (Psa. cxviii. Hi): 
"The right hand of the Lord is exalted." They were in the embraces 
of God (Sol. Song ii. 6): "Thy fright hand doth embrace me." These 
pastors were termed angels, for the honour and the esteem in which 
they were held by Jesus, who held them in His right band of posses
sion, love, power, and salvation, and, like angels, they rejoice in the 
conversion of sinners and the enlargement of the kingdom of Jeslll! 
Christ. These Pastors may be considered as representing all following 
Pastors whom the Lord shall place over His Churches until time 
shall end (Eph. iv. 11-13): "And He gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some pastors and teachers ; for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. 

Fourth-What was their work? To preach the Gospel (Mark xvi. 
15). This command Jesus gave to the Apostles. There is but one 
Gospel, therefore Apostles and Pastors preach the same one Gospel, as 
shown by Paul (Gal. i. 8): "But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed." That Gospel is set forth in. 
Tim. i. 15: "It is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am 
chief." Their work was to remind the people that the eye of God 
was upon them, and to show what God commanded, and to show what 
God disapproved of; to encourage, to teach, to warn, and to threaten 
as God directed them; all this we find in the 2nd and 3rd chapters 
of the Book of Revelations. Thus the Pastors in apostolic times, 
were appointed by God, were stars and angels, were in God"s right 
hand, and were used by Him for the good of His Church and the 
glory of His name. Jesus loves His Church as much now as He did 
in the days of the Apostles, for Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to
day, and for ever; having loved His own, He loved them unto the end. 
Therefore He has Pastors over His Church now, even as He had in 
apostolic days, and they also are in His right hand. Pastors in 
apostolic days were made so by God, for they were in His right hand. 
Pastors that are made by man are not God's Pastors, but are man's 
Pastors. Let every Pastor ask himself seriously and thoughtfully : 
Am I a Pastor of God's making, or of man's making? If God has 
made us Pastors, He will try us, help us, teach us, and deliver us, 
and bless His message through us to His people; but to those who 
are made Pastors by man, I would say, as it is not of God, it must 
come to nought. A Pastor's work is a very solemn work, for we have 
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to deal with eternal things that concern the souls of the people ; it is 
a godly work, for we have to proclaim the eternal truths of God to 
the people; it is a persecuted work, for worldly men and devils are 
mad against it; it is a victorious work, for God is on our side; it is a 
mccessful work, for the Lord hath said, " My word shall not return 
unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please; and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it"; it is a prayerful work, for as 
we are to have our messages from God, we must apply to Him for 
them; it is a wise work, for all God's messages are wise ones; it 
is a powerful work, for " where the word of a king is, there is 
power"; it is an humbling work, for God teaches us what fools we are, 
that we may value the wisdom that He gives us; it is a holy work, for 
all that comes from God must be holy. God never takes His Ministers 
away in the midst of their work, but they continue in it until their 
work is done. Brethren, I say again, let us pray, that we may never 
deliver any messages to the people, but those which we receive from 
the Lord. 

Fifth-Now, as our Lord did appoint Pastors over the Churches 
in apostolic times, and will do so, until time shall end, how is it that 
so many of our Strict Baptist Churches are without Pastors? Now, 
some of our Churches will say we are so few and so: poor that 
we cannot afford to have a Pastor. It was just so once at Bedford
road, Clapham, and the friends met together and asked the Lord to 
give them a Pastor, and He sent me among them, and we have 
increased and are united, and the Lord blesses the Word to the people: 
"'Go thou and do likewise." Some other Churches are able to support 
a Minister, but they are like the Corinthians were: I am for Paul, and 
I for .A.pollos, and I for Cephas; some like one supply, and some like 
another; no supply suits them all. You will never go any better while 
you have supplies, but rather worse. Ask the Lord to send you a 
Pastor. All of you pray for one; do not leave off asking until you get 
one, and the Lord will send you one, for He hath said, " Whatsoever 
ye ask in My name I will give it you." Other Churches have supplies, 
because it is cheaper, and they pay their supplies shockingly bad. 
God may put holes in your bags, and let all your money out, unless you 
repent. God will not sanction a niggardly spirit toward His cause. 
Repent, and ask the Lord to send you a Pastor. I have known a 
Church to be governed by one man, who would not have a Pastor lest he 
should lose some of his power. The Church would do that man good 
if they were to vote him out of his office. The Church of God has 
but oue Master, and that Master is Jesus. Let the cry of all the members 
of that Church be, No Popery. Down with Popery, wherever you find 
it : yes, even if we should happen to find it in ourselves. May the 
time soon arrive when all the Churches shall have Pastors of God's 
appointing. 

In conclusion, I would say that the Lord's Ministers have their 
sweets and their bitters. First-Their sweets. The Lord is on their 
:side, and will never leave them, and will supply them and uph?ld t~em, 
crown their ministry with success, and bring them through Vlctor1ous. 
Last-Their bitters. They know that there is a devil, for he some
times visits them on Lord's-day mornings and crowds_ all manner of 
discouraging things upon their minds, to drive, if possible, every good 
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thought away from them, but still the Lord helps them; they need to 
have a very_ sharp draft. right through their heads to let many things 
that are said to them m at one ear and out of the other ear quick 
r1uick, quick. They are at times idolised by men and cruelly criticised 
by those who are ignorant and will not be taught, and most shamefully 
scandalised by the devil's agents, who creep in among the people of 
God to do mischief. They have miserable things said to them by those 
who think that Ministers are void of feeling. I felt compelled to say 
to one person when I was in the country, " When you go out of the 
Chapel, turn to the right, and you will soon come to a lamp-post. Tell 
your tale to that lamp-post, for that has no feeling, and I have." I 
have experienced much of these things in days gone by, but I am 
thankful to say that I get very much better treatment at Bedford-road, 
Clapham. 

The welfare of Zion lays very deep in the hearts of God's Ministers; 
they grieve over the lukewarmness of the people of God, and sometimes 
have sleepless nights on account of it, but the Lord is our help, 
defence, and deliverer for ever. Blessed be His name. 

" The Diaconate, in Relation to Apostolic Injunctions," by MR. 
R. E. SEARS, we shall publish in our next issue. 

"AR' YE 'LIVE OR DE' ... D? ,. 
BY w. ROWTON p ARKER, PASTOR, CROWLE, DONCASTER. 

THE enquiry which heads this paper was overheard by the writer, the 
other day, while passing along the streets of a Lincolnshire town. 

They were addressed by a young woman to a friend of her's, who lived 
in a cottage across a garden, and for whom, as it would seem, she had 
been calling in vain. The person called not making her appearance, the 
question was asked, in the strange Lincolnshire brogue, "Ar' ye 'lire or 
de' .. d?" 

It is not unlikely that the question was the outcome of impatience, 
and probably the force of the words were little thought of by the speaker, 
but they filled the very soul of the hearer with a power it would be difficnlt 
to express; and as he passed on from street to street, the question kept 
ringing in his ears, until his whole being quivered under the searching 
,enquiry, "Ar' ye 'live or de' .. d?" The result was salutary, and richly 
blessed of God, in the experience of the writer, and hence it is, he passes 
on the enquiry, in the hope that others may be benefitted too. That 
there are those who have " a name to live, and yet are dead," is a fact 
established beyond all controversy; for it is the declaration of Holy 
Writ, and it is evident, too, in many that we see around us. "She that 
liveth in pleasure, is dead while she liveth," The carnal man is under 
the sentence of death already, and every unsaved soul, however full of 
life they may seem to be, are dead in trespasses and sins: " Hell is 
moYing from beneath to meet them at their corning." 

Nor are these the only persons to whom the question is applicable. 
There are alas! many professing Christians to whom the question might 
very prop~rly be put," Ar' ye 'live or de' .. d?" Nor would it. b~ a 
sufficient answer for them to say, "We are members of a ~hr~stian 
Church;'' for it is to be feared that there are many dead souls w1thm the 
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enclosure of some so-called Christian churches. Church membership is. 
not ner.essarily an evidence of spiritual life. Nor would it be a 
sufficient answer to say, "I was once converted." There arc thousands. 
who were born years ago, who are now in their coffins, and beneath the. 
sod; and there are thomands to-day, who were converted, as they 
suppose, years ago, who are still dead in trespasses and sins. There is a 
marYellous difference, my friend, between being " made alive" by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and the so-called conversions of many in the, 
present day. 

Many pro!es~ors base their hope of being Christians, not upon the
inwrought prmc1ples of grace and holiness within them, but upon some 
,-npposed sensuous experience, during the excitement of a revival season, 
in the days gone by; or some fanciful vision, or dream or the like. But 
genuine con,ersion is no mere fancy, it is not a matter of intellect, nor 
is it the mere consent of the lips; it is a real and vital change, deeply 
inwrought by Divine power, re-creating the man, and making him a 
"new creature in Christ Jesus;" "old things pass away, and all things 
become new." And yet it does not necessarily follow, that the truly 
saved soul shall have all smooth sailing, nay, he will find himself, full 
often, battling with a strong under-current, running, like a mill-race,, 
towards the old state of corruption. Saved though he be, he will find 
that he needs continual saving, if I may so put it-i.e., a Divine uphold
ing in the way of salvation. He will need constantly the salting. or 
Divine grace, if he is to be kept sweet. What if I say a converted man 
could not hope to remain con,erted if he was not constantly kept by 
the power of God unto salvation. 

We hear sometimes, in certain quarters, " God will never leave us if 
we cling to Him." Thank God, that is true, so far as it goes, and 
pronding it be rightly understood, but it is not the whole truth, nor is. 
it the most vital point of truth. As a matter of fact, it is not so much 
our clinging to Him, as it is His holding of us. "Hold Thou me up 
and I shall be safe." 

How long do you think Paul would have been Paul, if the powe1' 
of God had not kept him, through faith? "Not I," exclaims the grand 
old hero-" Not I, but Christ that liveth in me." "I live by the faith 
of the Son of God.'' Not I live by my faith in the Son of God, although 
in a measure that is true, but in a deeper, truer, more vital sense, " I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, the faith divinely inwrought in me
by Christ the Son of God. 

It was when Peter trusted to his own strength and steadfastness, 
that he fell so ignominously, and denied his Lord so basely. "Not I, 
but Christ " kept Paul staunch and true, a veritable hero, while Peter's 
self-trust, and confident boast: "Though all men forsake Thee, yet will 
not I,'' landed him in the mire of sin and disgrace. "Not I, but 
Christ" is still the cry of a living and true-born soul, while the self. 
confident boast of men, is a sure sign of their spiritual death, however 
much they may think they live. 

The question before us is not, was you once alive-that we need not 
stay to enquire-but are you living now? "Ar' ye 'live or de' .. d to
day?" If we be truly alive then we have the principle and power of 
life within us, the well-spri~g of Divine grace "springing up into ever
lasting life;" and if this be not so, then depend upon it we are dead, 
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We live only as we are indwelt by the quickening spirit of life. It is 
this Divine inwrought life, which distinguishes the true believer from 
him who is spiritually dead. Possessing this life through the indwelling 
of God the Holy Ghost, we are truly Christ's, and are in eternal relation
ship, and vital union with Him; and the indwelling Spirit, like the sap 
in the tree, quickens, and develops, strengthens, and makes manifest the 
true life in holy fruitfulness. And this being so, the indwelt and grace
taught soul realises his responsibility, as a true-born child of God, to let 
his life-light shine out, not in words only, but in the living acts and 
deeds of a holy life. 

But further, just as the bodily life needs to be sustained by daily 
food, so the spiritual life needs the constant renewals of Di vine grace. 
The oil in the lamp feeds the flame, and so the flame is kept brightly 
burning; but the oil is not inherent in the lamp, it has to be contiually 
supplied; and just so the oil of grace in the soul of man, makes his life
light to burn brightly, to the glory of the God of all grace, but the oil 
of grace is not inherent in man, nor is it of his own providing, but the 
supply is at once secret and Divine, constant and real. "The life which 
I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God." It is a 
God-given life, imparted, implanted, sustained, and upheld by the 
Divine and indwelling Spirit of God. 

Nor is this all; our God in covenant mercy, has ordained prayer to. 
be the appointed channel through which the continual supply of the 
" grace of life" is to be kept up. This supply of grace is as essential 
to our spiritual life and well-being, as is water to the "monthly rose,'' 
and prayer is the heaven-appointed conduit between our souls, and all 
the fulness of God. It is the outlet upwards for gratitude and yearning 
desire, and it is also the inlet through which the rich supplies of grace 
stream down into our innermost being. 

"Prayer is appointed to convey 
The blessings God designs to give; 

Long as we live should Christians pray, 
For none but praying Christians live." 

GEMS FROM (lHRISTIAN AUTHORS. 

EXTRACT FROM A SERMON PREACHED BY SAMUEL COLLINS, 

Minister of the Gospel, Grundisburgh, Suffolk, Feb. 12th 1832. 
"OFFER some remarks to my young friends who have assumed a 

religions character. In doing which we have nothing gloomy or dis~ 
tressirw to contemplate. You, instead of pouring contempt 0n the ways 
of God~ or of treating the Bible with marked disrespect, feel it your 
highest honour to bend at the throne of mercy, and to read the sacred 
Scriptures as the choicest book in the world. 

"Your dignined privileges in your religious character are of great 
value. Your prospects are not bounded by the confines of a perishing 
world, but open upon a world of unfading beauty and never ending 
pleasure. The character you, through grace, have been led to assume, 
is one of the highest rank : you are distinguished as the treasures of the 
heavenly world. God calls :His followers His jewels. And the apostle 
declares that 'All things shall work together for the best, to them that 
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Joye God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.' Think 
·of the great blessings promised to you in this world, and the endless 
happiness of the next. Never forget the source from which all these 
mercies flow ; you could not deserve them ; they are graciously given 
yon, and may you eyer wear a character that shall reflect an honour upon 
the cause yon profess to love. But great as are your mercies, bright as 
are your prospects, and full as are all the promises made to you, not any 
<ir all of these together can destroy your obligations, or give you an 
honourable exemption from the discharge of your several duties. I shall 
therefore now offer yon the most wholesome advice in your religious 
relations I am able. 

'' Do not forget you are young; your way through the world is strewed 
with snares ; you must expect to have many enemies to encounter ; the 
world is by no means friendly to your profession, and inexperienced in 
many things, it well becomes you to be on your guard. Never neglect 
_your Bible, nor yet the throne of grace. You will often meet with 
temptation to turn aside from the ways of God, be careful you do not 
_yield ; your difficulties in retracing your steps will be many, and attended 
with much pain. When any person tempts you to turn aside from the 
ways of God, count him an enemy and listen not to his voice. .A. char
acter blotted in early days may be of serious injury to you during life ; 
be careful therefore to embellish your religion with conduct that will 
prove it genuine. Let a noble gravity attend your endeavour, and a 
God-like disposition be cherished in your spirit and temper. The world 
will often allure, the devil often tempt, and your own heart often deceive 
_you; against all these watch, and remember God is your friend. 

"It is good to bear the yoke in your youth. In your religious char
-acter God is your Friend, Christ your Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit your 
Teacher, the Bible the map of your journey, and the heavenly world 
your home ; but this world is the wilderness through which you have 
to pass, and in which you have many duties to discharge.-Communi
cated by P. B. Woodgate. 

"THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS." 
[DEAR MB. EDITOB,-As a lover of sterling truth I think you will say the 

following extract from tte preface to an old work, ought to be written in letters of 
gold, and appear in every magazine in tbe kingdom, and will willingly assign it a 
place in tbe E. V. & G. H.-Yours very truly, J. J., Red Hill.] 

THE sovereign love of God the Father, the free gift of His Son J esns 
Christ, the saving, irresistible, and abiding operations of the Holy 

Ghost, together with the revelation and application to the mind and 
conscience of His own elect, and none other, irrespective of any worth, 
worthiness, state or condition whatever, are the truths testified and 
maintained in this work in opposition to pretended Calvinistic preachers 
·of the Gospel, who in his, as well as in our days are the greatest 
opposers of the cross of Christ; for instead of showing the way of sal~a
tion, and describing the beauty of Christ till someone fall in love with 
Him, leaving Jesus to His own choice, they, under a pretence of extra 
liberality, offer Christ to all their hearers; and very often, that none may 
mistake their generosity, will vehemently urge their hearers one and all 
to accept, and not miss, but at that very moment accept their offer of 
Christ. 

How men came by such authority I know not, and how the transfer 
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,can be made without the Holy Ghost, who is generally left out of the 
<JUestion on such occasions, would be as difficult for me to explain as 
for them to perform. If this is not spiritual wickedness in high places, 
I know not what is! A Popish Christ is a Christ of wood; a false 
preacher's Christ is a Christ of words; but Christ Jesus our Lord, whom 
Paul preached, is the mighty God, the everlastin.g Father, and the Prince 
-0f peace who fills heaven and earth; by whom all things exist and 
<Jonsist; by whom these very beings are held in being, who vainly 
,pretend to offer and proffer Him one to another. 

The Christ of God, who is equal with the Father, seated on the 
throne of His glory, holding all power, dominion, and might, made 
higher than the heavens, to whom all principalities and powers are 
subject, and at whose presence both the earth and heavens shall flee 
away, is neither to be offered, proffered, lent, borrowed, bought, sold, or 
:given of men. He is the gift of the Father to as many as were ordained 
to eternal life, and none others. This Christ, this gift of the Father, is 
revealed and applied to the heirs of salvation by the Holy Ghost, when, 
where, and how He pleases; not when, where, and how men please; and 
ithe roan that attempts to supersede such a plan of operations in any 
respect sets himself against the counsel of God, the covenant of God, the 
work of God, and, as far as he goes, sins against the Spirit of God. It 
is not to whom men will offer Christ, but to whom the Father will give 
Him, even to as many as were ordained to eternal life. To such, and to 
,such only, He gives power to believe on Him, to receive Him, and 
become the sons of God. When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will 
,guide, not offer you into all truth; " He shall receive of Mine and show 
it unto you." The Holy Spirit does not teach me to offer, but to preach 
-or expound Christ. It is wrong in any man, a fallen, finite creature, to 
.attempt to offer Christ, who is infinite in holiness, majesty, and glory, 
,indiscriminately to men, who are by nature rebels in chains of guilt, 
:having no desire towards Him, and seeing no beauty in Him. But it 
would not be wrong to describe or preach Christ, though infinite in 
majesty and glory, to such rebels. Neither would it be wrong to direct 
-enemies in chains to Christ, because He says of such, " They shall come 
after Me in chains; with weeping and supplication will I lead them." 
These and other glorious truths the author preached and defended against 
those who called themselves Calvinists, when, at the same time they 
,privately bated the doctrines held, and by a kind of underground way, 
kept back the sovereignty of Christ, and held Him forth in a way of 
-Offers and proffers so artfully as to overturn with one hand what they 
'J)retended to build with the other. The glorious truths contended for 
by the author having a direct tendency to discover the hypocrisy of 
half-hearted preachers of free grace; the only way left them was to 
ibrand him as an Antinomian.-Extracted. Liverpool, Jiarch, 1846. 

TB€ BL€$$€D D€AD. 
MR. G. PIKE, MR, WILLIAMS, MBS. COMMANDER, AND MRS. Bnrnc,ES. 

My dear father, George Pike, departed this l!fe Jan nary 8th, 1891, in his '.9th yea,r• 
lle was gathered into the heaven~y g~me:, like a shock of coz:n ful~y npe. His 
·death was quite unexpected, he bemg m his usual health. At eight o clock on the 
·•evening of the 7th he was taken with a fit and passed away in a state of uncon
sciousness at three o'clock on the following morning. He was a most kind and 
,affectionate husband, ever full of anxiety on my dear mother's account, whose 
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delicate health and extreme weakness made us often fear that her end was near· 
she has, however, through mercy survived him. He was also most tender and 
solicitous for the welfare of the family, and many were the prayers sent up by 
him on their behalf which have not unfrequently been answered. The poor and 
distressed also found in him a sympathetic helper, and the cause of Christ was 
ever de.ar to his heart and never forgotten in his prayers. We mourn his loss but 
our loss is his eternal gain, for we know that he is now before the throne of giory. 
singing the praises of his dear Redeemer, whom he loved and trusted here.-E. H. 

rwe were favoured with the following notes from our highly-esteemed brother 
F. "C. Holden, pastor, before the above brief sketch of brother Pike came to 
hand--ED.] 

LIMEHOlTSE (Elim).-During the month of January four of our friends were 
removed by death. Mr. Pike had been a member and a deacon ever since the 
formation of the Church, twenty-one ye.ars ago. Through removal in providence 
and bodily infirmities, he was seldom with us during the last three years. He was 
a godly man. very firm and decided in the doctrines and ordinances of the Gospel 
exceedingly kind to the poor, a most indulgent husband, and a good father. H~ 
has left an aged and infirm widow, who hopes soon to follow him, and several 
grown-up children: he had a very easy dismission, and we are quite sure has 
entered into" the joy of the Lord." He was interred at Bow Cemetery, and the 
following Lord's-day evening a funeral sermon was preached from Matt. xxv. 34, 
at Elim, by the pastor, F. C. Holden.--Mr. Williams and Mrs. Commander both 
died in hope in the Lord, and are among the "blessed."--Mrs. Bridges died 
January 24th. She was for more than 40 years a member of the SurreyTabernacle1 
but usually worshipped with us. She was a good woman, a kind and thoughtflU 
friend; her end was calm and pe.aceful. Myself and brother Lee buried her at Bow 
Cemetery, in the same grave where we had buried her husband and her only son. 

MR. JAMES GODSMARK, MINISTER OF THE GOilPEL. 

DEAR MR. WINTERS,-As my late de.ar husband 
James Godsmark, was well known by his ministry 
and written treatises, sermons, &c., to many of 
your readers, several friends puggested to me that 
perhaps a few words by way of brief memoir 
would not be unacceptable to "the strangers scat
tered abroad." It pleased his Divine Master to 
summons him home the morning of the 12th of 
January. He seemed almost (but for a brief con
vulsion) to fall aEleep. He did, indeed, depart 
in peace, his eyes having seen God's precious sal
vation. For several years his health. had been 
failing, and it was a great grief to him to be often 
compelled by suffering to decline invitations 
given him, eeoecially from friends at Lynton
road, Bermondsey, and also the little ea.use at 
Lower Tooting, Bedford, and other places. He 
often said to me, " I feel being laid aside like a, 
broken bow, more keenly than any of my bodily 

,. , pains1 and I want grace to say, 'Thy will _be 
done. " But it ple.ased God to employ him 

acti ,el y for the space of forty-nine years: his battle cry during that long cam
paign being, "I will go in the strength of the Lord God, making mention of His 
righteousness and of His only." His theme. as those who knew him can testify, 
was the indissoluble union of Christ and His dear people. His creed, he always 
said, was comprehended in Hart's inimitable hymn, commencing, "Lamb of God, 
we fall before Thee." The Saturday evening prior to his release he completed 
with much difficulty his last sermon, saying, as he gave it me, "Bless the Lord, He 
has given me strength to finish it." On Sunday evening, or, rather, two o'clook 
on Monday morning,he asked for pen and paper,saying he wanted to add something 
to the sermon by way of preface ; but the pen kept dropping from his feeble 
fingers, and he added "Take it away; I will do it to-morrow." He then pointed 
to the Bible, and said, "Read the 14th, 15th. 16th, and 17th chapters of John's 
Gospel." I read a short time, when he said," I can hear nothing; something must 
be wronl!' with this ear trumpet. Never mind," he added, "the Holy Gho_st ha.a 
written 1t all on my heart." This was his last testimony. He departed m his 
easy chair, not having been able to keep in a reoumbent position for more than 
two or three hours together, since September, 1889, on aooount of having caught 
a severe cold coming home from Welwrn, Herts., where he had been preaching 
at tp.eir harvest thanksgiving service.- pologiaing for taking up so much space, 
believe Ille, de.ar sir, yours in the faith and fear of God's eleot, MARY GODSMARK 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
SOHO CENTENARY CELEBRATION. 
THE services held on Feb. 24th, 1891, 
-commemorative of the centenary of 
the Church now meeting in Soho Bap
tist Chapel, Shaftesbury-avenue, Lon
·don, were interesting, instructive, and 
joyous. This Church, of which our 
brother John Box is the beloved pastor, 
was founded one hundred years ago, in 
Edward-street1 Soho, under the minis
try of Richara Burnham, whose name 
is embalmed in most of the evangelical 
hymn-books in use to-day. We have 
been familiar with the name of Richard 
Burnham from our earliest connection 
with the Christian Church, mainly 
from the many little episodes of him 
narrated by our venerable and highly 
respected grandfather, who knew him 
well, and who often sat under his minis
try, although at the time a member of 
the Church at Eagle-street, of which 
Joseph Ivimey, the Baptist historian, 
was pastor. 

Richard Burnham's hymns are full of 
savoury Gcispel truth, such as truly 
exercised believers delight to read and 
sing. In the preface to his hymns, he 
says:-" I have laboured much, in my 
spiritual songs, to set forth-though I 
own it is done in a feeble manner-the 
unequalled beauties and transcendant 
glories of a crucified Immanuel ; and 
have aimed to give, instrumentally1 the 
greatest encouragement to the weaKest 
of the Redeemer's praying family. Your 
pastor is willing to own that he is the 
unworthie,t of the unworthy; yet, un
worthy as he is, he humbly trusts, 
'through rich grace, he has in some 
measure found that the dear bosom of 
'the atoning Lamb is the abiding home 
of his immortal soul." 

Notwithstanding the dense fog every
where (and espeoi11lly in London) on 
the day of the centenary celebration, a 
good number of friends gathered to the 
morning service, which brother J. Rox 
(pastor) opened by announcing the first 
hymn on the specially printed hymn
sheet-

"Stand up and bless (he Lord, 
Ye people of His choice," 

after which, in a kind and loving 
manner, he greeted the friends present 
in the name of the Lord, and remarked 
that in reviewing the goodness of God 
in connection with ths Church at Soho 
during the past hundred years, there 
was abundant cause for rejoicing. The 
present condition of the Church was 
encouraging. Peace, unity, and love 
prevailed, and although they had not 
been favoured with many additions to 
the Church d,1ring the past year, yet 
they had realized cheering signs of 
spiritual and financial prosperity. They 
had therefore assembled together for 

thanksgiving and praise. Brother 0. 
S. Dolbey, pastor of the Surrey Taber
nacle, being present, brother Rox kindly 
asked him to preside. 

On taking the chair, brother Dolbey 
said: "My dear brother Box, I feel I am 
not in the least worthy to occupy this 
position. I can assure you I never 
thought it nor sought it. I trust our 
covenant God will be present with us, 
and that this remarkable day may be 
remarkable for the pouring out of His 
Spirit upon us." He then read Psa. 
cxlvii., after which brother J. Parnell, 
of Pimlico, gave out hymn !'i'o. 2;-

" See, the wilderness rejoice~! 
Lately ·twas a barren spot .. _ 

and earnest prayer was offered by 
brethren W. Frith, W. Winters, J. E. 
Flegg, and others. Brother E.T. Davis, 
pastor of West-hill, Wandsworth, then 
delivered a Gospel adJress on the pre
sence of the Spirit, the power of the 
Gospel, and the promise of the Second 
Advent of Jesus Christ. 

Brother R. E. Sears, pastor of Little 
Alie-street, gave a warm and interest
ing speech bearing upon the happy 
occasion, and in the course of which he 
very sweetly dilated upon the vision of 
Zechariah (as given in the 4th chapter), 
taking as a central point the appro
priate words of the prophet.•· Xot by 
might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts." Brother J, 
Copeland having announced hymn :1:-

" 0 God of Bet.he! by who 0 e hand 
Thy people still are fed" -

brother G. W. Thomas, of Tring, ad
dressed the friends with power and free
dom on the preciousness of Christ. and 
with whioh all pre~ent seemed to be 
delighted. Our dear friend J. Monger 
gave out hymn 4:-

" Johovah dwells in Zion still, 
Our ever present Lord,''-

and brother W. Moxham, pastor of 
Lower Clapton, delivered a solid and 
savoury discourse on Christ, the ;, Rock 
of Ages." Brother Dolbey then an
nounced hymn 5, and closed the morn
ing service with prayer and the bene
diction. 

At one o'clock a good company of 
friends sat down to a really splendid 
cold collation, which everyone ap1,eared 
to appreciate. 

In the afternoon brother Box occupied 
the chair, and after a hymn-

11 Hi,trk, hark, my soul, what noto i:-; this 
Rounds sweetly in the realms of blb;s?" 

which was heartily sung, brother J. 
Bush read Psa. cxlv., and brother R 
Thomson, pastor-elect of Clapham J unc
tion, o_ffered earnest prayer. Hymn No. 
8 havmg been sung, brother Box intro
duced the purport of the meeting and 
Mr, W, J. Styles delivered a 'very 
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excellent address on the Gospel of the 
grace of God, the Church's treasure, 
Brother F. C. Holden ,announced a 
h~·mn-

,. Y~s. mighty Jesus! Thon sbalt reign, 
Till all Thy haughty foes snbmit,"-

and Mr. Dougll\s spoke on the Church's 
trust. Another hymn. and Lrother J. 
H. Lynn, pastor of Zion, New Cross, 
gave an excellent address on a most 
splendid subject, the triumph of the 
Gospel, which. with singing and prayer, 
brought the afternoon service to a close. 

A very large gathering of friends par
took of tea in the spacious schoolroom 
below. In the evening the chapel was 
crammed to the doors with friends 
representing a large number of our 
causes of truth. 

Brother Box, in opening the service, 
expressed the pleasure it gave him in 
meeting so many of his beloved friends, 
and announced hymn 11:-

.. Come, saints. reherLrse the praise 
Of our exalted King.'' 

Brother G. Herring, pastor of Bethesda, 
!\otting-hill-gate, read Psa. xxxiv., and 
brother E. Beecher, pastor of Should
ham-street. offered fervent prayer. 

Brother Box then read a very interest
ing account of the rise and progress of 
the Church at Soho,and which we hope 
and believe will be printed in pamphlet 
form. Reference was made to the per
secution of some of the early members 
of the Church, and to the fines imposed 
in the 16th and 17th centuries, up to the 
time of building the Mansion Honse in 
the heart of the City of London. With 
the money resulting, £150,000, the 
Mansion Honse was built. The follow
ing is a list of the pastors from 1791 to 
the present time: Richard Burnham, 
founder and pastor of the Church, died 
Oct. 80th, 1810, aged 62; John Stevens-, 
1811-1822; George Comb, 1824-1841; Geo. 
W:vard. 1842-1856; John Pelis, 1858--1864. 
John Box, the present pastor, received 
an invitation to preach at Soho in 1873, 
and in the September of 1875 he accepted 
the pastorate. May he long be spared 
to his beloved people in usefulness and 
honour. . 

At the close of brother Box's address, 
brother R. Burbridge gave out hymn 
12. and brother P. Reynolds delivered 
an elo4 uent speech. Brother J. Falkner 
(one of the deacons) read a brief finan
cial report. We are gbd to be able to 
gi Ye the following statement of accounts 
re8pecting the present beautiful chapel, 
vestries, &c., at Shaftesbury-avenue. 
Our brother John Box, writing us. 
says:-" The total cost of these freehold 
1,remises was £10,524 19s. 4d. They are 
most substantial. and the convenient 
arrangement of their several parts prove 
a daily boon to the Church in carrying 
on its work in the locality. On Feb. 
12th, 1891, the statement of accounts, u.s 
audited, and which was presented at 

the centenary celebrations on Feb, 24th 
was as follows: The bu.lance of loan' 
free of interest, and now repayable by 
instalments in 7o years, £6:ll; the mort
gage for £2,000, u.nd a private lou.n of 
£200, both bearing interest at 4 per cent 
£2,~00; total, £2,8:ll. The £6:ll is being 
repaid by organised effort among our 
Church and congre~ation. The £2 200 
we ask our Christian friends to 'co
operate with us in liquidating speedily 
on the ground that the interest is to~ 
heavy for us to bear, inasmuch as our 
expenditure for public worship, and the 
maintenance of the five distinct and 
useful institutions belonging to the 
Church, require annually the sum of 
£550. This cost has hitherto been 
satisfactorily met by our united efforts. 
The great generosity of friends at our 
recent celebrations, on the 24th Feb., 
added to the sum we had in hand (£50) 
will enable us to reduce the debt 
(£2,200, bearing interest) by £250.
JoHN Box Pasto1·." 

Brother F. Shaw, pastor of Gravesend, 
gave a short congrahulatorv soeech. and 
wae followed by brother F. C. Holden, 
pastor of Limehouse, who rehearsed 
many of the righteous acts of the Lord 
in a right noble way, to the joy of the 
assembly. 

In the gathering we noticed brethren 
E. Mitchell and W. K. Squirrell (who 
preached at Soho on the previous 
Sabbath), also E. Mote, Esq., G. Turner, 
J. W. Banks, A. Steele, H. Cooper, W. 
Osmond, J. Flory, J. Taylor, and others. 
We were delighted to see in the pastor'e 
vestry a group of portraits of the old 
pastors of Soho, as given above, also 
groups of past and present deacons of the 
Church-viz .. Late deacons of Bolio: Thoe. 
Cox, 1839-1869; John ,Jeffreys, 1836-1882; 
Isaac Foster. 1867-1887; George Bonser, 
1880-1887. Present deacons (pastor in 
the centre), George Simpson, William 
Frith, Joseph Falkner, Henry White. 
Dated May 14th, 1889. We hope to 
publish shortly in our columns an 
outline of the history of Soho Chapel, 
as publicly read by brother John Box at 
the centenary celebration.-EDITOB. 

LAXFIELD, SUFFOLK.-DEAB 
BROTHER WINTERS,-! have just been 
privileged to commemorate the thirty• 
second anniversary of my going to 
Laxfield, by visiting the dear old plu.ce 
again. On Thursday evening, March 
5th, I preached in the chapel to a good 
congregation, and I have already heard 
of one who was blessed that evening. 
Fridav morning and u.fternoon I spent 
in villiting a number of old friends, u.nd 
in the evening I preached in Mr. 
Taylor's farm-house to about 120 per
sons who had crowded into three rooms. 
My pulpit was by the kitchen door, 
three men being seated on the copper by 
my side. How vividly this scene 
brought before my mind the early years 
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of my ministry. On Saturday afternoon 
I was called to oonduot the funeral ser
vice of one of the membera (Mrs. 
Hannah Smith). One dear sister-one 
of my spiritual children-who is draw
ing near to her heavenlv home, said, 
" What a comfort it would have been to 
me if I could have died, so that you 
could have buried me." On Lord's-day, 
March 8th, I preached three times, and 
'' broke bread" with the Church. It 
was indeed a blessed day; the chapel 
was crowded, many coming a long dis
tance. Never had a brother firmer 
friends than I had, and still have at 
Laxfield. 'rheir hearty reception 
humbled me before the Lord. To wit
ness their peace, unity1 and love was a 
great joy to me. With them I most 
sincerely and earnestly pray that God 
will give them another pastor, whose 
labours will be blessed to the ingather
ing of many. That prayer God will 
hear.-Yours heartily, R. E. SEARS. 

LONDON, HILL STREET, DORSET 
SQUARE. 

RECOGNITION OFMR. W. K. SQUIRRELL 
AS PASTOR. 

[Notes by the EDITOR.] 
( Concluded f1·01n page 101.) 

IN the evening the chapel was com
pletely thron~ed to the doors, and a large 
body of ministers were seated on the 
platform. Our beloved brother John 
Box, of Soho, presiding, announced the 
opening hymn," Kindred in Christ," and 
read Psa. cxxii. Brother W. Winters 
offered prayer. The chairman, who ap
peared thoroughly at home and happy, 
gave the opening address which was 
full of interest to lovers of the Gospel 
of Christ. Our brother, having referred 
iu a suitable way to the necessity of 
Churches and ministers looking well to 
their Bibles, theology, and pulpits (on 
the ground of an excellent remark once 
made by the lateJ.A, James),and which 
the Church at Hill-street had always 
done, spoke admirably well on the sub
ject of peace, and of his high apprecia
tion of brother Sq uirrell as pastor of 
Mount Zion. He then, in a few kind 
words, asked brother Squirrell to relate 
his call to the ministry. Our brother, 
having ascended the pulpit, said:-

You who were here this afternoon 
heard how, by mighty grace, I was 
called from darkness to light, from 
carnal ease into spiritual bondage, and 
how I was held fast by the law of a 
righteous God untih having "nothing 
to pay." by Jesus uhriEt His Son, He 
"frankly forgave me all.'' But grace 
did more for me than this; it raised and 
elevated my entire being and quickened 
my natural powers until I dfd not seem 
to be my old self. Before conversion I 
could curse, and swear, and fight, and 
desecrate the Sabbath, and, I am now 
ashamed to say it, I rejoiced in these 

things as fine traits in my character aa 
a young man; but as for mind or powers 
that could be a blessing to others I had 
!}O idea of. Yet not long after follow
mg my Lord by baptism, and joining 
the Church of God, I remember being 
alone with the Searcher of hearts and 
reflecting bitterly upon the past ~hen 
with tears in my eyes, I wrote the fol~ 
lowing lines, and from a full heart I 
have prayed them over many times 
since: 

Things that are worthy I would wish to. 
learn, 

For useful knowledge my anxious mind 
doth burn; 

I would avoid all that is low and mean, 
Lord, keep me, lest to that I lean. 

Although my first joy a.bated, and many 
were the phases of experience that I 
passed under, yet the change was so 
marked, and God so faithful to His 
Word, that my communicative nature 
could not endure being pent up. I had. 
no thought of being a preacher, far 
from it; but I did desire to be a blessing 
to others in the hand of the Lord, and 
soon was found visiting one or two sick 
old la.dies of the Church and congreg-a
tion. One old lady was quite sure if I 
tried to read the Scriptures, and pray 
with her, her God would help me, but I 
dare not try. At last she appealed to. 
my sympathy for her sad case. I could 
go to the chapel and get a blessing, hut 
she, poor soul, was bedridden. Her . 
appeal touched me to the very core. I 
read, and her God did help me to pray, 
Both our souls were ble,scd. After that 
I visited others, and was encouraged by 
kindly words from my dear pastor, Mr. 
Meeres. 

Soon after this my dear father-in
ia.w, who was superintendent of the 
school, said in his quiet way, " William, 
I believe you could address the school, 
and some day I shall call upon you sud
denly. and you will have to do it." He 
kept his word, and one Sunday after
noon he and his son led me from the. 
class I was teaching, and stocd me 
before the school. The Lord al.a stood 
by me, and from that afternoon I took 
my turn in giving addresses. About 
this time, without the least thought of 
being a minister, I had two remarkable 
dreams, which I told my father-in-law, 
and he hid them away in his heart
dreams which have had, and I hope will 
have, a salutary influence on my publio 
life. The first was, I dreamt I was on a 
platform as speaker before a crowded 
assembly, and, finding I could hold 
them spellbound, I was filled with con
ceit and self-admiration, when an angel 
appeared at the other end of the plat
form. and said to the chairman, "There's 
one thing- may be the ruin of that young 
man." The chairman. who seemed de
li!l'hted that I could hold the people, 
with surprise inquired, What I When 
the angel put a trumpet to his mouth, 



132 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

whioh trumpet reached right across the 
platform, and placing it olose to my ear, 
Baid, with a voioe like the sound of many 
waters, "Pride I" And, as a servant of 
the Lord, if ever I have felt lifted upJ 
and, alas, I have, that trumpet souna 
has again filled my ear, and brought me 
upon the knee of ·prayer with a "Lord, 
keep me humble." The other was this. 
I was again upon a platform trying to 
give an address, but could not. The 
chairman inquired how it was, when a 
friend by his side remarked, "Don't you 
see the young man is bound fast w!th 
cords; " for I had cords round me (like 
you have men men in the streets). He 
said, "You must give that young man 
liberty if you would give him power;" 
and suiting the action to the words, he 
cut the cords with a knife, and I had a 
time of great power and blessing. 

Kow, although in preaching I would 
never knowingly show anything less 
than a loving spirit, I have no need to 
throw stones at my hearers, seeing that 
God has given me the moral courage to 
take any brother or sister aside, look 
well into their face, and in the name of 
my Master, tell them affectionately of 
the wrong. Yet never have I, and never 
will I be bound in my work, or 
fettere<'l in any way as to the doctrines I 
am sent of God to preach. Hence, 
before I accepted the invite to the 
pastorate of this Church, I met the 
dear brethren in office, and asked them 
each the following question: " Do ,you 
desire a3 pastor one who cannot be a 
respecter cf persons, and would you 
accord to him the right of preaching 
fearlessly and lovingly all parts of 
God's truth, and in no sense desire to 
bind or fetter him by private opinion?" 
Let me say, their answer and the 
manner of reply were both noble and 
kind, and mademefeel they were "men 
of God and honourable." 

It is about twenty years ago since I 
first attempted to preach; it was for 
brother Osmond, in his old chapel at 
Haxton. To this brother I was recom
mended by my pastor, l\lr. Meeres, and 
never ahall I forget that Lord'E-day 
evening. My dear brother-in-law and I 
paced up and down in front of the 
chapel a long time before it was opened. 
My feelings I cannot now describe. 
How I trembled before the deacons: 
they asked me if I was not feeling very 
ill, but my brother, who was spokes
man, said,'· It is his first time."' How I 
got round the long singing pew to the 
stairs of the pulpit I know not; but 
this I do know, no sooner had I placed 
my hand upon the rail to ascend the 
pulpit, than a solemn, holy charm filled 
my anxious heart, and I was greatly 
helped. Although I had no idea of 
dividing a rnbject into heads, yet I felt 
the power of a throbbing life from 
Christ the Head. The text was Psa. lv. 
~2. I was enabled to ca:st my burden 

upon the Lord, and have had many to 
cast upon the same Almighty Oue since 
then, and expect a few more before I 
die. 

A few weeks later on brother Oamond 
brought to my house a friend from the 
cause at Dartford, and they prevailed 
upon me to take an engagement for a 
whole month, and to make it worBe, 
when they had gone, I discovered there 
were five Sundays in the month. What 
sleepless nights, what misgivings, what 
crying to the Lord. what heart sinkings 
were mine to endure, until the time 
came to go and preach at Dartford, Yet 
ll'o I did, but not alone, for God, even the 
'mighty God of Jacob," was my helper, 

and, instead of the dreaded breakdown, 
there came just as I needed it, "the 
supply of the spirit of Jesus Christ," 
not only for one month, but for twelve 
months, so much so that I received a 
unanimous invite to the pastorate, but 
did not accept it. I mention this, it may 
be, to the encouragement of some whom 
the Lord is just calling to preach His 
glorious truth. To such I would sayi 
dear young brother, fear not, God wil: 
help you. 

My first pastorate was at Trinity, in 
the Borough-a chapel almost as large 
as this, and my first sermon I preached 
to a congregation of eleven persons, in
cluding the brother who gave out the 
hymns. Yet so sure I was that God had 
sent me there, that after awhile I took 
the pastorate. and remained there about 
four years. 'The numbers increased to 
about 200. Yet not much encourage
ment was mine to enjoy. Far from it, 
but it was a school in which God taught 
my soul many needful lessons ; and 
since then how many I have met in my 
travels who have said," I heard you at 
Trinity years back, and my soul was 
blessed." 

When I had left "Trinity" I solemnly 
reviewed the past, and felt in that 
review a great need of sound instruc
tion, never having enjoyed so much as 
six months' proper schooling in my 
childhood. Acting on the ad vice of a 
Christian brother, the late Mr. Thomas 
May, of Foot's Cray, I saw Mr. C. H. 
Spurgeon, who received me most kindly, 
and we arranged that I should attend 
his evening classes. I saw Mr. Spurgeon 
again, and assured him that I not only 
held the doctrines of g-race, but they 
held me; yea, that God liad so burnt His 
truth into my soul that I did not want 
to be told by any man what to preach; 
also that from deep convictions I was a 
Strict Baptist, and could be nothing 
else. He now advised me to go righ G 
into his college, and that withont sign
ing an article of belief, or binding me 
in any way. I was in businoso at the 
same time1 and frequently had ouly four 
hours in oed out of the twenty-four. 
While at college I was r.alled to thA 
pastorate at Meopham, in Kent, where [ 
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en joyed proofs that God had thrust me 
into the ministry. 

My third, 11nd whnt I and most people 
thought would have been my last vas
tomte, wns at Enon, Woolwich-a pas
torate of nine years, where I was indeed 
blessed and made a blessing. The fact 
that we Ii ved together in true unity and 
love as pastor and people is so well 
known to the Churches that no further 
remark is needed from myself. But an 
important matter needs to be explained, 
viz .. How could I, in the fear of the 
Lord, leave such a dear people amidst 
continued (not declining) prosperity. 
Let me say, for about three years before 
my leaving, there were times when I 
was cast down for want of room, I 
could see that although we had made a 
little enlargement that was soon filled 
up, and we had not seats for many that 
did come Still as much as possible I 
kept this feeling to myself, and was 
daily praying for rest of mind. for I 
could not bear the thought of leaving 
such a devoted flock. But in August, 
1889, I needed a change, and fully in
tended to go to Wales, But a few days 
before starting I felt compelled to go by 
water to Sc0tland-why, I knew not, 
not having visited Scotland before. I 
had not been at Rothsay long before a 
Scotch gentleman, a stranger whom I 
met on an excursion boat. asked me to 
give him my company. I did so, feeling 
that we could mutually help each other 
in the best things. We had nearly a 
fortnight together, and a soul-profiting 
time it was. In conversation I told him 
of my flock and chapel, also of our 
belief as a denomination, the work 
which by God's help we were doing; 
when to my surprise, ere we parted, he 
said: "We have been brought together 
by God in a very especial manner, and I 
believe for a special purpose. I ha. ve 
thought and prayed about you day and 
night, and am sure God bil!s me say, He 
has a greater work before you. You 
ta.lk so about your loving people, but 
what about the Church of God as a. 
whole, and the rea.l welfare of the king
dom of Jesus Christ 1" Moreover, he 
said: "Unless you a.re living for com
fort only, your duty is to lay down your 
resignation with simple trust in God, 
and I am sure good will come of it every 
way." Further he said," You are not 
ill, or you could not leap into the open 
sea before breakfast, and stand the 
rough weather on the boats as well as I 
do. No," he said," ;your soul is vent up; 
110rve your Master right up to the hilt, 
and all will be well." I was amazed, 
and protested, but he followed this up 
by letter after letter. After I had re
turned home each letter I laid before 
the Lord. At last I saw it was of God. 
His will, I thought, must be done. Al
though leaving Enon was like tearing 
off the right hand, I would do His will, 
and did do it with a clear conscience and 

an inward sense of divine approval, 
which abides with me to-night. I laid 
riown my resignation on March 20th, 
1890, not knowing how my family or 
myself would be provided for. nor 
where I was going, nor what would 
befall me. Only this l knew, that God 
was with me, and for me, so that I could 
trust Him as I had never done before, 
and that wherever I was led a, great 
blessing was awaiting me. I will grant 
you that men who have but a slender 
hold of God will :cot understand thia 
experience; but the Lord has so deaa 
with my soul, that to me and many more 
in this place He is truly God Almighty. 
I did not think I was the man for thia 
people, but preaching here about ei!l'ht 
days after I had la.id my resignat10n 
down, the deacons asked me how I stood 
with Enon. I told them what I had 
done. They remarked, " We shall have 
a Church meeting shortly, but we do not 
know the mind of the people towarde 
you." By that I knew a Church meet
ing would take place, but when I did not 
know. Awhile after, on the Monday 
evening, the beloved deacons of Enon 
were trying to show me the W!"ong I had 
done in laying down my resignation, 
and asking it to be received. That 
night there was no sleep for me. I went 
over all the ground again, and begged 
the Lord to show me the Wl"ong, and I 
would call the Church together, and a• 
a true man ask their forgiveness, and 
abide with them. Strange to say, by 
the morning post there wa,s but one 
letter, and that was from" Mount Zion,'' 
to sa.y the Church gave me a unanimous 
invite for three months, with a view to 
the pastorate, whicb I accepted, dried 
up my tears, and said, " What hath God 
wrought ?" Then the words rolled 
sweetly into m:c soul, "I will not fail 
thee." And oh! what a three months 
probation. I had not a care a.bout the 
future. or an endeavour to please, as 
this Church can bear witness to the 
honour of God; for I knew I was not n. 
place-seeker. and that God would not 
fail me. Then the final Church meeting 
was held, and I wa, invited to the pas
torate with only two votes of '· :'i" o ... 
Did I take the right step? Let the fol
lowing speak for itself. Brother White. 
late of Clare, has accepted the pastorate 
of Enon, with only one ":"fo." But 
what about Clare? Well, they haYe 
given a young and promising itin&mnt 
brother an unanimous invitation to the 
pastorate. So all is well. 

And now I am not here as a rival to 
any other preacher in the locality. X o. 
God forbid. I would scorn so mean an 
act. But I am here to be used for good 
by the Lord of hosts. Already I feel I 
am beloved by the people, and by each 
dear brother in office. As for the Bible, 
my text book, I am increasingly 
charmed with it. May its great Author 
help me to bring out things, both new 
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and old, t0 the comfort and building up 
nf belieYers, and to the salvation of 
many, many. precious souls: to the 
praise. not of this Church, nor to the 
praise of myself, but to '' the praise of 
the riches of His grace," J conclude by 
saying, dear brethren and sisters, " pray 
for us." I would be nothing that that 
Christ I once blasphemed may be all in 
all. I can truly say to-night:-
.. A guilty. w~s.k. and helpless worm. 

On Thy kind arms I l!\ll; 
Be Thou· n1Y strength n.nd righteousness, 

My Je:--n:/and my all." 
The chairman thanked brother Squir

rell for his address, and announced a 
part of the well-known hymn (367 
Denham's Sel.), commencing '· God 
moves in a mysterious way,'' altering the 
l:ist line of the last ver,e as fallows: 
"And He has 111adc ;t plain," Warm and 
suitable speeches were delivered by 
brethren E. Mitchell, E. Beecher, J. 
Bush. G. W. Thom1>.s, J. H. Lynn, and 
W. III'cxham. Brethren G. Herring. T. 
B. Voysey, and others assi,ted in the 
work of the evening. 

The newly-elected pa,tor heartily 
thanked the numerous friends for their 
presence and help; and the Benediction, 
1,ronounced by the chairman, closed the 
very happy day's proceedings. 

"ll1a y all the blessings of om God, In rich abundance fall: 
Pastor :1nd people all rejoice, 

And Christ be all in all." 

METROPOLITA~ ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES, 
A~SUAL .MEETINGS, MARCH 10, 
1891. 
Zion Chapel, ~ew Cross, in which the 

&nnual meetings of the Association were 
held, is indeed a most beautiful build
ing, and one that reflects the good taste 
of those who planned it. The dear 
friends here warmly cherish the me
mory of their late pastor, and are very 
happy with our brother J. H. Lynn, 
who is a choice man of God. and worthy 
of the honoured position he holds as 
successor of our beloved brother J. S, 
Anderson. On the wall of the chapel, 
in a line with the pulpit, is a handsome 
mural tablet of marble, containing the 
annexed inscription:-

" In memoriam,John Slate Anderson, 
who fell asleep April 20th, 1888, aged 69 
vears. He was for 31 years a faithful 
minister of Jesus Christ, 24 of which 
were spent in the service of his Divine 
Master as Pastor of the Church meeting 
here for worship. 

"This Tablet, together with a monu
ment placed over his remains in Brack
ley Cemetery, have been erected as :r:ne
morials to his worth by the sorrowmg 
Chlll'ch and congregation. 
"' RE BEING DEAD YET SPEAK.ETH.'" 

[Erected by Preston, of Nunhe&d,] 

Despite the very unpropitious weather 
on Tue~day, .March 10th, a large number 
of ministers and delegates gathered to 
the morning meeting of the Association 
for prayer, praise, and business. 

Brother C. Cornwell, the outgoin_g 
President. read Isa. xii., and brother J. 
Crook offered earnest prayer. 

The President gave words of welcome 
to the company present, and called upon 
brother J. Box to read the minutes of 
the last half-yearly meeting, held at 
Wandsworth. 

Brother C. Wilson proposed, and 
brother Waite seconded, the adoption of 
the same. Carried. 

Brother E. White, pastor of Enon,. 
Wool wich, and brother J. Crook, pastor 
of College Park, Lewisham, received the 
right hand of fellowship as members of 
the Association. 

Brother Albert Steele, one of the 
auditors, read the accounts for the past 
year; and brother H. Clark, another of 
the auditors, testified of his appreciation 
of the work of the excellent secretaries, 
and brother Steele expressed the plea
sure it gave him to audit the accounts, 
and to find them perfectly correct. 

Brother R, E. Sears moved, and 
brother E. Jeffs seconded, their adop
tion, 

Brother J, Copeland read the first 
annual report of the Sunday-school 
Committee connected with the Associa
tion. This committee was started on 
October 18, 1889, and met for the first 
time on December 20th of that year. It 
was formed with a view of considering 
matters connected with the Strict Bap
tist Sunday-schools. Ten personal 
friends and 15 schools had already 
contributed to the fund of the com
mittee. During 1890 there had been 
two public conferences, when papers 
were read on school work, and which 
were printed in the E. V. & G. H. The 
worthy secretary, brother J. Copeland, 
had compiled a catalogue of suitable 
books for Sunday-schools, and a new 
and enlarged edition was in course of 
progress. Reference was made in the 
report to a new Sunday-school hymnal. 
Friends had frequently asked for a 
hymn-book containing good rythmical, 
sprightly, and sound doctrinal. hymns, 
A collection had been compiled by W. 
Winters, and approved of by the com
mittee. Information respecting the 
working of the committee could be ob
tained by applying to the secret!l-rY,,Mr. 
J. Copeland, to whom contnbut10ns 
to the school fund may be sent. Address 
194, Victoria Park-road, South Hackney, 
N.E. 

We wish our brother J. Copeland 
hearty success in his work of love. 

Letters of condolence were sent by 
the Association to Mrs. Hazelton and 
Mrs, Dexter on the loss of their hus
bands and a telegram of sympathy to 
brother J, L. Meeres, on account of his 
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inability to attend the meetings through 
age and infirmity. 

Brother Oornwell, having made a few 
encourag-ing remarke on the enfran
chieement of leasehold chapel property, 
vaooted the chair as president, and 
brother W. K. Squirrel! entered upon 
hie presidential career. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
brother Cornwell for the able manner 
in which he had filled his position 
during the past year. 

Brother Corn well briefly responded. 
A few other matters of business 

having been attended to, prayer and the 
benediction brought the morning ser
vice to a close. 

A goodly company sat down to an ex
cellent dinner. At 2.30 brother Squir
rell announced Hymn No. 11 (from 
specially printed hymn-sheet) begining: 

"0 for a shout of sacred joy 
To God, the Sovereign King." 

He then read 1 John i., and brother 
West, of Erith, offered earnest prayer. 
The president, after a few introductory 
words, called upon brother G. Turner, 
one of the able secretaries, to read a 
digest of the letters from the various 
Churches, which he did ina very praise
worthy manner. The letters were of a 
hopeful and encouraging character. 

During the afternoon prayer was 
offered by brethren Cattell, White. 
Mitchell, Herring, Turner, and What
mough. These prayers were mingled 
with praise and thanksgiving to God for 
the success realised in the overthrow of 
the Religious Disabilities Removal Bill, 
after which very hearty thanks were 
accorded to brother E. Fromow and 
those who had assisted him in obtaining 
votes against the above-named Bill. 
Brother Fromow suitably responded. 
T-he President then made a few telling 
remarks on the present position of the 
widow of brother W. K. Dexter being 
in need of help. Brother Lynn, too, 
spoke lovingly of brother Dexter, and 
the esteem in which his memory was 
held by the dear friends at Zion. Bro
ther Cattell also expressed words of 
sympathy for the beloved widow and 
her child. Brother Lrnn then collected 
for them in a very quiet way the hand
some sum of £37 9a, In addition to 
this amount were two promises of £10 
on·the condition that 18 others gave like 
sums. The president closed the after
noon meeting with prayer. 

A large gathering of friends partook 
of tea in the spacious schoolroom. In 
the evening the president gave out hymn 
5, " Love di vine all loves excelling," 
and read Isa. xii., and the vice-president, 
brother F. C. Holden, offered fervent 
prayer. 

Brother J. Box was then called upon 
t? read the annual report. The Associa
tion was founded in 1871 by godly men 
who souj!;ht the interest of the Strict 
Baptist Ohurches. During the year 4 

Churches had been added to the Asso
ciation, making 59 in number with a 
membership of 4.051. Baptisms thro1wh 
th~ year;..130. Teacher.s, .,~IJ; schoJa';-s, 
6,612. ueneral fund mcome for the 
year, £]16 53. 4d. Amounts voted to ,ix 
needy Churches, £69 10.,. Capital of 
loan fund, £2,00:l 5s. Sd., from which 16 
Churches have received benefit. The 
EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD. 
the magazine of the Association, com
mands a wide circulation, and is much 
appreciated by a large number of godly 
readers. 

Brother C. C. Harris moved the adop
tion of the report, and brother W. H. 
Abrahams seconded it. 

Brother C. Wilson, having been called 
to the platform, gave a short but 
spirited sµeech; in the course of which 
he referred to the long and ard nous 
labours of brother John Box in the in
terest of the Association, and after
wards presented him with a cheque for 
£81 19s. 6d. as a token of the esteem of 
friends connected with the Associated 
Churches, who had been appealed to by 
four or five brethren in a private way 
only within a few days prior to the 
meeting. 

Brother Box was completely taken by 
surprise by the kind gift, and could 
only gjze expression to a few words. 
which he uttered with tender feelings 
of emotion. 

Very able addresses were then de
livered by Messrs. W. K. Squirrell (pre
sident), W. Tooke, sen., and R. E. Sears. 

The President, in a few well-chosen 
words, urged the claims of the Strict 
Baptist Mission, and afterwards offered 
prayer, which brought the happy and 
profitable service to a close. Collections 
for the general fund during the day, 
£13 6,. 

The following brethren and friends 
were present during the day:-W. Gill 
(Grundisburgh), Cattell (Bessels Green), 
R. Burbridge (Camden-town), S. T. 

· Belcher (Homerton-row), G. Herring 
(Notting-hill-gate), E. White ( Wool
wich), J. Crook (Lewisham), W. Horton 
( Croydon), E. Mitchell (Cler ken well). 
',V. Moxham (Olapton), J. Pa.rnell 
(Pimlico), E. T. Davis (Wandsworth), 
E. Beecher (Shouldham-stieet), J. T. 
Bootle (Haxton), J. Copeland (Bethnal
green), H. F. Noyes (Poplar), Adams, 
Brown, Howard, Sawyer, Oakey, WaitP, 
Mote, Cobb, Sennett, J. Taylor. Burrows, 
Haines, Norman, Clark, J. W. Banks, 
White, Freeman, Wright, Thorn, Hider. 
Wilson, C. C. Harris, Guille, Caµlin, 
J. J. Fromow, E Fromow, Bidders. 
Wakelin, Saville, Pallett, Cullingford: 
Pocock, Dalton. Mobbs, Gray, P. Davies, 
E. Jeffs, ',V. Weston, Stevens, Brooks, 
Oaks, H. Hodder, and many others. 

The next half-yearly meeting of the 
Association will (D.V.) ~e held, by kind 
permission, in Chadwell-street Chapel, 
Cler ken well. EDITOR. 
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OUR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 
On Friday evening, February 27th 

1 ~!11, the third public Sunday-schooi 
conference was held in Keppel-street 
Chapel, Bloomsbury. The attendance, 
consisting chiefly of Sunday- school 
workers, was most satisfactory. Owing, 
howe..-er, to the meeting clashing with 
the Pa.otni·'·• CnnferMwe (which is held on 
the evening- of the last Friday in each 
month at Little Alie-street), there was a 
marked absence of ministerial brethren. 
The chair was very ably filled by Mr. T. 
G. C. Armstrong, who opened the meet
in$' by announcing Hymn I. (specially 
printed):-

.. Stand up and bless the Lord, 
Ye people of His choice"-

a.nd read part c,f Rom. xii. Brethren 
Wakelin_ and Catchpool offered prayer, 
Hymn ~ o.2 (by H.Bonar)was then sung; 
the second ..-erse of which reads thus-

.. In word and plan, and deed wo err, 
Wben busiest in Thy work; 

Beneath the simplest forms of truth, 
The subt.Jest errors lurk." 

The chairman exi;ressed a hope that 
the Holy Spirit would move a brother 
or sister present to offer prayer, and 
after a brief pause Mr. Abranams 
sweetly invoked the Lord's blessing 
upon the gathering, and was followed 
in the same exercise by Mr. C. W, Sears. 
Hymn 3 having been heartily sung, 
Mr. Armstrong, in a few appropriate 
words, congratulated the committee on 
their successful efforts in the interest 
of the Strict Baptist Sunday-schools, 
and called upon Mr. Philip Reynolds to 
deliver his address on "The Best 
Methods of Sunday-school Teaching." 
The paper was a very exhausti.·e one, 
containing many important passages on 
the art of methodical Sunday-school 
teaching. At the conclusion the chair
man thanked Mr. Reynolds for his ad
dress, which he hoped would be pub
lished. Mr. J. H. Lynn moved, and 
Mr. J. Copeland seconded, a very hearty 
vote of thanks to Mr. Reynolds for his 
instructive and interesting paper, and 
which was unanimously carried. Mr. 
Reynolds briefly responded. A friendly 
discussion on the paper then followed, 
in which Messrs. S. Banks, G. Palmer, 
C. E. Pees, J. Copeland, J. H. Lynn, I. 
R.Wakelin, and others took a prominent 
part.-ED. 

HERTFORD.-On Tuesday, Jan. 22 
the 30th anniversary of Mr. R. Bowles1 
ministry at Ebenezer was held. The 
warm and genial rays from the natural 
sun were so cheering that we were in
duced to run down and join in these 
annual services. .-uriving at Ebenezer 
Lodge, we found our brother Holden 
and others engaged to take part on this 
occasion, like a happy family, holding 
sweet fellowship. Not only did the 
natural sun Ehine, but the blessed light 
and warmth of the Sun of Righteousness 

was felt and realised throughout the 
day. In the afternoon Mr. Holden de
livered a sound experimental sermon 
from the words found in Isa. xliii, fi, 6, 7, 
in which subject the preacher waxed 
~l!-r~ and ~arnest, to the joy and re
Jo1omg of his hearers. In the evening 
brother George Lovelock presided, and 
in his clear and decided way gave an 
excellent opening address on" Truth," 
and called on Mr. Bowles, the pastor, to 
address the meeting, who said they were 
gtill holding on in peace, adhermg to 
the old-fashioned gospel of sovereign 
gracehand heartily thanked the friends 
who ad come to visit and encoural{e 
him on the 30th anniversary of his 
pastorate. Brethren C. L. Kemp, R. 
Alfrey, J. W. Banks, Lake,J.Sampford, 
Sandeman, W. Stringer, and F. C. Holden 
said a few things about the trials and 
triumphs of the Christian pathway. 
During theeveningMr. Gilbert,deacon, 
presented the pastor, on behalf of the 
Church, congregation, and other friends, 
with a purse containing £25. It was a 
great pleasure to see so many gathered 
together on this occasion.-J. W. B. 

GREAT YARMOUTH (YORK-ROAD). 
-On Sunday and Monday, February 
22nd and 23rd, we held our Sunday
school anniversary services, the Sunday 
services being conducted by the pastor, 
J. Muskett. On the Monday a tea and 
public meeting was held, the chapel 
being nicely filled with children and 
friends ; the pastor presiding by 
request. The meeting commenced 
with singing, and reading a portion of 
Scripture. Brother Coils, of Beccles, 
offered vrayer. Mr. G. Reeder read the 
report. £1 had been sent to Dr. 
Barnardo, and 15s. to the Baptist Mis· 
sion, besides which the balance-sheet 
showed an income of £9 lls. 5½d. The 
pastor gave the prizes to those who had 
merited them by attendances and good 
conduct, after which a great surprise 
was in store for the pastor, by the pre
sentation to him by Mr. G. Reeder of 
a large-size Denham's Hymn-book, 
beautifully bound. Brother Calls, of 
Beccles, then gave us a very good and 
practical address, the subject beiDfi 
"Blunt axes. and how to whet them,' 
founded on Eccles. x. 10. Mr. J. Mas
kell, from Orford-hill, gave an encoura
ging and warm address on the subject of 
the" crowd" or "press" of difficulties 
in the teachers' way, and how they wers 
to be overcome, founded on Mark ii. 4. 
Our old friend and brother, Bedingfield, 
then gave some weighty words of excel
lent counsel to teachers as to the ex
ample they set by their own conduct, 
and how such conduct would be ob
served by the children. Special hymns 
were rnng by the children, Miss Knight 
presiding at the harmonium. The col
lections amounted to over £2. The 
m;ieting was closed with the-Benediction. 
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WELLINGBOROUGH TABERNACLE 
IlF.OOGNITION 011 MR, EBENEZER 

MARSH AR PASTOR. 
Servioes of an interesting character 

were held on Thursday, March 5th, 
when Mr. E. Marsh, late of La.xfield, 
was publicly recognised a.s the Pastor. 
The day was everything that could be 
desired, and the sunshine of the Divine 
presence made it a. day long to be re
membered by the large gathering of 
people which came from many miles 
round to fill to overflowing the building. 

Through the generous hospitality of 
Mr. David Dully, the ministers and a 
few friends from a distance were enter
tained to a cold collation in one of the 
class rooms at one o'clock, and again at 
the close of the day's services. 

At two o'clock the Chairman, Mr. J. 
Jull, of Cambridge, opened the service 
by giving out Hymn 768 (Denham). 

"Jesus, accept our humble praise, 
While we our-Ebenezers raise." 

Afier which our blessed brother, T. B. 
Voysey, whom the Lord strengthened 
to be with mi on the occasion, read 
Ezekiel miv., and very fervently 
sought the Lord's presence and blessing. 
Mr, IV. E. Palmer, of Rushden, then 
gave out Hymn 882. Mr, W. K. Sq uirrell, 
of Hill-street, followed with an address 
on "The Nature of a Gospel Church," 
which was listened to with rapt atten
tion for the three-quarters of an hour 
occupied by our brother, nobly defend
ing the Church against the inroad of 
her enemies, and stating in a lucid 
manner her glory as the body of Christ 
her glorious Head. Such a definition as 
that given by our brother of what con
stituted a Gospel Church, cannot but 
bear fruit to the praise of her living 
Lord. Each nail driven was so clenched 
that the greatest enemy could not gain
say the truths declared without denying 
the validity of that Divine word from 
which they were taken. 

At the close of Mr. Squirrell's address, 
Mr. J. B. Warren gave out Hymn 145; 
then followed the worthy Chairman's 
address, in which he dwelt on the im
portance of the service being held
congratulatin"' the Church on the gift 
of lier risen Head in the person of their 
chosen pastor to follow their late beloved 
Brother Bull, whom he had known 
throughout his lab!>urs in that place 
and loved as a fellow-labourer in the 
Lord, The Chairman called upon Mr. 
Marsh to give an account of his call by 
grace, call to the ministry, and the call of 
God to Wollingborongh, as the sphere of 
hislaboursin thcGospel. Mr.Marsh then, 
for about an hour and a quarter,reviewed 
and retraced the grace of God providen
tially and spiritually manifested toward 
him by which he became a disciple of 
Christ, and servant in the vineyard, 
closing his remarks with a olear state
ment of those things he firmly believed 
and intended, with the Lotd's help, to 

maintain. A holy unction attended this 
part or the service which will not soon 
be forgotten. !IIa.ny were melted to 
tears wh_ile they magnified the grace of 
God wh10h had brought salvation to 
such a. sinner, and then sent him forth 
to tell to sinners round what a dear 
Saviour he had found, or rather that 
had found him. The telling allusions 
to the days of childhood, when the 
godly mother was called to leave her 
child for her eternal rest, she to be 
glorified, and he to be well-nigh ruined 
by the development of that depravity 
he inherited from the womb - the 
conflict of soul, as mercy was sought
the mysterious leadings of Providence 
from place to place ere the hour of 
deliverance arrive-the public profes
sion of that precious Christ be was at 
last led to call "rn-ine "-the bringing 
forth into his public ministry-the loved 
and happy pastorate at Laxfield, with 
the conflict occasioned by leaving that 
sphere of labour for this. All this was 
listened to with deep interest and no 
manifest weariness, though it took long 
to relate. Mr. Jull, having expressed 
his satisfaction in the answers to his 
questions, called upon Mr. David Dulley, 
on behalf of the Church, to relate the 
leadings of Provid€Ilce by which Mr. 
Marsh became their chosen pastor. 
which was done in a brief but satis
factory manner. After which Mr. 
Mitchell, of Chadwell-street, uniting 
the hands of the pastor and senior 
deacon. earnestly sought the benedic
tion of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
upon the union. 

The afternoon service was followed 
by a tea-meeting, to wh:ch upwards of 
350 sat down. 

THE EVEXING MEETING 
commenced at 6.30, and was opened by 
Mr. Thomas Ewart, the pastor's first 
Sunday-school teacher. giving out the 
~rand old hymn," Grace, 'tis a charm
mg sound." Our beloved Brother B. J. 
Northfield, then read Ephesians iv .. and 
was led of the Spirit very earnestly to 
the throne of "'race on behalf of the 
pastor and people, who were still mani
fested as the care of the Lord. C Jm
prehensi ve indeed was this so-called 
recognition prayer. The Lord answer 
it, and we shall be blest. 

Brother Voysey gave out Hymn 9~ 
(Denham's" sup,"), which, to the grand 
old tmie of "Praise," like the previous 
hymn to "Cranbrook,'' was sung with 
true heartiness and con~regationa.l 
warmth. 

Brother Edward Mitchell,of Chadwell• 
street, then ascended the pulpit. and 
from the words, Acts =· :2~, delivered 
"the charge to the pastor·• out of a fnll 
heart, speaking more as a brother to 
brother than as a father to son, while 
the weighty words that fell frolll his 
lips had all the force of fatherly counsel 
and wise instruction, such as could only 
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come from one who spoke out a living I sought the Divine blessing, the pastor 
experience of the work of the Lord and (Mr. B. J. Northfield) spoke of the 
the warfare it means, It was evident pleasure it afforded him to meet tho 
to all our dear brother 111rnnt "'hnt he brethren and eisters in Christ o.t this 
said. and yearned over the soul of his another annual gatherin!f. Brother W. 
young brother and fellow-labourer as Morton read the finanmal statement, 
he, with deep pathos of feeling, pointed I which was encouraging, and showed a 
out some of the cares and anxieties balance in hand. Brother J. Pepper
with the joys and delights attendant dine referred to the value of the Tract 
UJ)on the ministry of the Word, and So<Jiety, of which he gave a condensed 
with wrestling earnestness, cried." Take report. The Sick Visiting Society was 
heed.'' my brother,•· take heed I" mentioned as to the useful work accom-

The next hymn, 764, was announced plished by it. Onr pastor stated that 
by brother James Hand, after which twenty-eight had been received during 
our highly esteemed brother, W. J. the past year. sixteen of whom had been 
Styles. delivered a most impressive baptized, and twelve having been pre
" Address to the Church." This was not viously immersed were received by 
a cold •· charge" of hackneyed phrase- transfer or experience. Three had been 
ology, but living", burning words of truth removed by death, and three by other 
from the two Epistles to the Churoh at circumstances, At this meeting four 
Thessalonica, while the words of the other persons were named as candi
text recorded in the 4th chapter and dates for membership. In the midst 
1st verse, were opened up in a masterly of all these blessings, and at the close 
way. As the vast congregation hung of this happy gathering, we could truly 
on the speaker·s lips and listened with say, "the Lord be magnified." On 
such attention to an affectionate address Thursday, February 26th, after a dis
faithfully delivered, we could but feel course by the pastor, four believers were 
a wish he had not had to hurry back baptizedintheTriunenameofJehovah. 
from that meeting to London the same It was a happy season with us. A large 
night and in such ill health as he congregation assembled, and perfect 
evidently was. May the Lord long order prevailed. We could truly say, 
spare His servant and strengthen him in "Master, it is good to be here." 
his many engagements in Zion. 

.A.t the close of this address the pastor 
reviewed the mercies of God through 
the dav. and at his wish the whole con
gregat'ion rose to sing the Doxology, and 
thus present to God our united praise. 

Then followed the acknowledgment 
of our felt gratitude to the ministers 
who had so cheerfully come to Eerve us. 
with others. who had taken an active 
part in the· services throughout, and 
last, but not leaEt, a kindly message of 
Christian greeting was sent in loving 
sympathy to our sister Church at 
Lax:field, signed by Brother Jull _on 
behalf of the Church and congregat10n 
here. 

Brother Mitchell br .. rnght the meeting 
to a close by prayer. Never will the 
day be forgotten here. The first time 
wch a service has ever been held in the 
town! The brethren seemed full of the 
blessing of the Lord, and though the 
services began at two in the afternoon 
and were not concluded until nearly 
half-past nine, the friends lingered, 
loath to part . 

HORNSEY.-The eleventh anniver
sary of Zoar Chapel Sunday-school, 
Tollington-park, took place on Tuesday, 
March 3rd, 1891. Tea was provided for 
the children at five o'clock, after which 
a public meeting was held; Mr, Kings
ton in the chair. The chairman read a 
suitable portion of Scripture. The re
port was read by the secretary of the 
school, and showed an increase of 
scholars during the year. Mr. Jones, 
in moving the adoption of the report, 
made some very encouraging remarks 
upon it, seconded by Mr. Sandell and 
adopted. Recitations on the parables 
of our Lord were given by several of the 
scholars. Mr. Thorn, the superintendent, 
then addressed the children, followed 
bv the distribution of the prizes by the 
chairman, appropriate remarks being 
made to each scholar who received one. 
.A. vote of thanks was accorded to th• 
chairman and to the friends who kindly 
assisted at the tea, 'fhis pleasant and 
interesting meeting was brought to a 
c!oHe by einginJ and prayer.-A. H. 
SANDELL. .A. full report of the services, with an 

extended account of the pastor's call by - --- - -- -
grace. &c., together with verbatim lrn ~-t010tl.1lll 
rPport of addresses, is in course of Jl ~H · · · 

1,ublicaiion. Died somewhat suddenly, on the 8th 
MARCH. - PROVIDENCE CHAPEL.- of January, 1891, Mrs. ~AllGAR~T 

\\'e held our members' annual tea on TYDEMAN, member of the Strwt_ Baptti-t 
Thursday. February 19th. when a goodly Church, Farnham, aged 80; widow _of 
1rnmber 0f friends sat down to the re- the late Henry Tydeman, Bap~1st 
1,ast i,.t six o'clock. This was foHowe,l minister. She was cal!ed to a. ~avmg 
lw a meetinj! of a social and business j knowledge of the truth m earl:)' ~1fe, and 
character. Brother f-:ikinner having had to endure much oppos1t10n and 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

persecution, but, like Moses of old, she I Lord." The departed for more than thirty 
chose _rather to suffer afflictions with I years had been associated with the lovers 
the people of God, than to enjoy the of truth at Banbury, and was a most 
pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming willing helper to the cause of God in 
the reproach of Christ's greater riches every way possible. He was what might 
than all the treasures of this world, be truly termed a quiet, peaceful 
She was a woman of soundjudgment in Chri3tian, blest with that faith which is 
the things of God, and I never knew a productive of good works and which 
more constant attendant on the means glorifies God. He was deeply conscious 
of grace nor more attentive hearer, that the words of Jehovah, penned by 
Her loss is much felt by many, and we the prophet in Isaiah lxiv. 6, were 
can truly say we have lost a mother in solemn truths and stern realities, and, 
Israel. Her mortal remains were interred as a consequence, his entire hope was 
in Farnham Cemetery by our pastor centred in Jesus Christ's atonino- blood, 
Mr. Lee. Mr. Lee preached a funerai and justifying ri~hteousuess. To those 
sermon the following Sabbath, from who were with him in his last hours, he 
Job xix, 25-27, "I know that my said, "The river is not deep, the valley 
Redeemer liveth,'' &c., a very impressive is not da~k." On February 4th, in 
discourse, and it was felt to be a solemn Banbury Cemetery, in the presence of 
season to many. many beholders, we committed his body 

MRS, HALL, who was a member at 
Homerton-row for 12 years, departed 
this life December 2lst,1890,at Waltham
stow, where she had resided for the last 
two or three years. She was much 
respected as a quiet and consistent 
member of the Church. She worshipped, 
since her removal, at Maynard-road. 
Her end was peaceful; the Lord's 
presence much comforted and cheered 
her in her last days on earth, She was 
interred in Walthamstow Cemetery by 
our brother, A. Markham, who, at the 
request of her family, conducted the 
-solemn service, She was about 68 years 
of age, and was the third member 
whom we lost by death in 1890; but they 
·are not lost, only gone before. 

BETHESDA, IPSWICH.-Our sister, 
ELIZABETH BARKER, fell asleep in 
Jesus December'7th, 1890, in her 9-!th 
year. She was brought to know the 
Lord in early life. and attended at 
Stoke Green Chapel. Mr. Payne was 
the pastor, and under his ministry she 
realised pardoning mercy, and on June 
4th, 1814, she was baptized by him, and 
continued a member there till February, 
1829,,when 20 of the members withdrew, 
and were formed into a Church by the 
late Mr. S. Collins, and which was the 
commencement of our cause. Our 
sister continued an honourable member 
of the Church for 61 years and 10 months, 
and was a baptized believer 76 years and 
6 months. Some have said if persons 
are baptised when young they won't 
wear. Our sister was 17 years old when 
baptized, and she wore well, and at the 
last, though very feeble, found Christ to 
be near, true, and very precious to her.
W. KERN, 

January 31st, 1891, in his 67th year, 
died ROBERT TAYLOR, Banbury, Oxford
shire, after a brief illness, in which 
hopes were entertained he would be 
again restored. The summons came 
suddenly. Thus, with him, it was 
"Absent from the body, present with the 

to its earthly cavern, there to await a 
joyful resurrection. 

HPrecious is the name o! Jesu:-;, 
Who can half its worth unfold? 

Far beyond angelic praises, 
Sweetly sung to harps of gold." 

This hymn of John Kent·s was one of 
his favourites.-JA)1ES HA~D, Welling
borough. 

In ever loving memory of WrLLLI.M 
CLARKE, who was born at Shropham, in 
l~orfolk, in the year 1808. At the age of 
19 he commenced preaching itine~antly 
in connection with the Wesleyans, when 
he had to go into villages wb.ere the 
Gospel had never been prea.ched and 
where be was favoured with Di,inP 
interpositions. On one occasion he was 
preaching near a river, and a band of 
rough looking men came with a large 
rope, intending to drag- him into the 
water, but before they did so, they stood 
for a minute or two and listened to him. 
He saw them and knew their errand. but 
still continued to pren.ch, looking the 
leader of them straight in the face. 
What was the result? Presentlv this 
rough-looking man lifted up his fist and 
said, "I will never touch that man." 
On another occasion he was preaching 
near a pump and they came with pails 
intending to throw water over him. and 
one man begun pumping with all his 
might, when the handle broke in his 
hands. Thus how marvellously does 
God appear for His people. After this 
he was led to see the doctrines of dis
tinguishing grace and believer's b:lptism. 
and joined the Strict Baptist Bcdy, from 
which he weut out preaching, and was 
eventually chosen pastor at Sutton. 
Suffolk, where he remained four or fiw 
years, then was removed to Hadleigh. 
where he was about two ye,us, b,1t 
refused to be reco_gnised as pastor; from 
there he came to London and joined the 
London City Mission, where he remained 
in one district :l3 years, Portland Town, 
N.W. He suffered for six years from 
softening of the brain, and passed peace
fully away August :!nd, 1~90, deep!~ 
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lamented by his widow and daughters. 
He was for many years a member at 
Mount Zion, Hill-street. Dorset Square, 
London. He was interred at Hampstea:l 
Cemetery, Mr. Squirrell officiating, and 
who preached his funeml sermon. 

DEAR BROTHER WINTERS.-The Lord 
has been pleased to take one of our oldest 
members from us at Mount Bures, our 
sister SADD, at the age of 82 years, to be 
jilr ever with Him at rest. She cast 
m her lot with the Church here 50 years 
ago (No,ember 29th, 1R40), and by the 
grace of God she continued to walk in 
His fear. Being grounded and rnttled 
in the faith of the Gospel, she could say 
in the words of the poet: 

,. :lfy hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesu·s blood and righteousness; 
1 dare not trust the swectes; frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesu's name." 

Brother Rayner, our pastor, went to see 
her just before she departed,and he found 
her ho]ling in the Lord, but soon she was 
fa,oured with a sight by faith of her 
mausions in the skies, and then, oh, 
what joy s1,rangupto her admiring eyes! 
Our brother Bowles of .'IIJarks Tey, came 
and committed her body to the grave, 
until the first resurrection morning. I 
am informed that our sister NEWMAN 
has just entered into rest. She had her 
trials during the past few years, but they 
are over with her now. She was baptized 
Aj)ril 5th, 1857. Our brother Bowles, of 
Marks Tey, officiated at the grav£:. 
Brother Rayner has been very ill for 
this last three or four weeks. and still 
is weak. but we do ho1,e he will soon be 
raised u1, again. as he has been a great 
blessing to us here for many years past, 
and has Jiroved to have been the right 
man in the right place.-ROBERT Bo.,E, 
Sudbury, Suffolk. 

On the 1st October, 1890, WILLIAM 
PULHAM, aged 49, for many years a 
member at Surrey Tabernacle, and an 
occasional preacher of the everlasting 
Gospel. He lived and died in the faith 
of God's elect, and his end was peace. 

In loving memory of Mrs. MAlff ANN 
STONELL, wife of Thomas Stonell, 
deacon of Rehoboth, Bedford-road, 
Clapham. Our departed sister entered 
into the joy of her Lord on Feb. llith, 
1~91, aged 71; years. She was baptized 
Dec. 2nd, 1840, and was received into 
fellowship with us on July 4th, 1886. 
~he suffered long under bodily afflic
tion, and experienced much conflict of 
soul, but was mercifully upheld by the 
Lord both in inward and outward trials. 
b her last illness the Lord was pleased 
blessedly to manifest Himself to her, 
and she firmly exprebsed to me the as
surance of her interest in Jesus. After 
which the last trial of her faith came, 
and the Lord for a time withdrew His 
Jiresence, but her faith was kept firm, 

and the remembrance of past enjoyment 
still dwelt upon her mind. and almost 
her last words to me were,·'' The Lord 
will come again." She was a hearty 
believer in Jesus, though much tried, 
but was enabled by grace to continue to 
the end. She is 110w for ever with the 
Lord, and to the Lord be all the glory 
-W. TOOKE, SEN. 

MRS. ALICE CocK, for 49 yeara an 
honourable member of the Baptist 
Church, Hertford, departed this life 
Thursday, February 26th, at the ad
vanced age of 91, and was committed to 
the grave on the following Thursday at 
Bengeo Church burial-ground; her 
pastor, Mr. R. Bowles, officiating on the 
occasion. Her last words were-" Jesus 
is precious to my soul." 

JOHN PRICE, of Hertford, died Sun
day March 1st, aged 80, and was buried 
on the following Thursday at All Saints' 
Church burial-ground· Mr. R.Bowles of
ficiating at the grave. His end was peace. 

Our beloved brother and deacon. 
JAMES HARWIN, who died on Monday'. 
January 19th, 1891, after three weeks' 
illness, aged 74 years. He was baptized 
by the late John Corbitt in Orford-hill 
Chapel in the year 1857, and has filled 
the office of deacon honourably for 
nearly 2,1 years. His remains were 
interred in the Norwich Cemetery on 
January 22nd. Our pastor, Geo. Pung, 
preached a funeral sermon on Sunday 
evening, February 1st, from the words 
in Hebrews xi. 4, "He being dead, yet 
speaketh."-RICHARD HOVELL. 

In loving memory of ELLEN BAKER, 
who very quietly passed away on 
.January 2nd, 1891, aged 44. She bore her 
long affliction with much patience, and 
longed to go home. It was true of her-

., One gentle sigh each fetter breaks, 
We scarce could say •he's gone, 

Before her ransomed spirit takes 
Her seat before the throne." 

She was a member at Chadwell-street, 
and her pastor, Mr. Mitchell, Mrs. Cap
lin, and other friends visited her. Her 
remains were interred at Abney Park 
Cemetery, January 9th. 

We learn with regret from our brother 
J.B. Lamb that our dear sister Mus. L. 
HART, of Stowmarket, has gone to her 
eternal rest. We spent a day in her 
company last June when preaching at 
the old chapel, and found her to be a 
kind and spiritually-minded woman. 
Her end was peace.-ED. 

On aN,ount of' tlu· length of Ncr1·1·al 
hnpm·tant artial,·N, VI' "re co111pclltd to 
l,ultl u·c1n· ,ve,·cral .llfr111oi rs till our ne,1·/ 
issue. lVill j'rfruds, ·i11 contribut-ing tlu•.<f 
Jlie111oi1•.v, k-ii,diy /11· as brilf a,, po.,.,ih/1· :' 



lfR. W. GILL, PASTOR, GRUNDISBURGH, SUFFOLK. 

(See page 143.) 

.Sandificatinn. 

OUR kind correspondents who are acquainted with affliction either of 
body or mind, know well the weariness extra labour produces at 

such times, they will, therefore, we are sure, pardon us in not answering 
privately their many loving inquiries as to the state of our health. We• 
would here say that since that bitterly cold and snowy day in March, 
when we joined in the happy Association services at Zion, New Cross. 
we have suffered with an extremely painful foot, and which was at first 
feared would tum to mortification. We have had the best of medical 
advice and attention, and under God's blessing we hope in due course 
to unite with our dear friends in public service once more. We arr 
quite willing to endure pa"tiently all that the dear Lord is graciously 

VoL. XLVIII. MAY, 1891. L 
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pleased to Jay upon us; but affliction alone, unless sanctified, will yield 
no fruit to His glory. It is very blessed in sickness to rest passive in 
His hands, and to acquiesce in all that He does, but it is sweeter still 
to be drawn by the Holy Spirit into loving nearness to Him, and to 
walk and talk with Him as Enoch did:-

"Ah, this 
Nor tongue nor pen can show; 

The love of Jesus what it is 
None but His loved ones know." 

We rejoice that our pains have been sanctified to the endearino· of 
Christ to our soul, and we can say with sweet feeling of heart:- 0 

" Not all things else are half so dear 
As His delightful presence here; 

·what must it be on high! " 

The dear Lord knows best what means to use to bring His children 
to His footstool, and to wean them from the world. Be says: "In their 
affliction they will seek Me early" (Hosea v. 15 ). But how real are His 
promises, and how precious, too, when made as it were to dovetail with 
the experiences and conditions of His tried people. 'Tis then they can 
sing:-

" Sweet affliction,-
That brings Jesus to my soul." 

God's dear children, unlike the world, are troubled with inward and 
outward foes, and from which there can be no full deliverance till 
death. Those who are exercised in soul on account of the conflict 
they feel to be going on within between flesh and spirit, may be ranked 
among those of whom Paul writes in the following language:-" But 
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified," &c. (1 
Cor. vi. 11). 

The sanctified of God are not of the world. They are separated and 
set apart for sacred use; thus their saintship is made known. Christ 
Himself was sanctified as the Father's righteous servant. Under the 
law, prophets, priests, and kings were typically sanctified; but all under 
the Gospel whose consciences are purged from dead works to serve 
the living God are sanctified" in the name of Jesus Christ, and by the 
Spirit of our God." 

Kot only does sanctification mean the setting apart or appropriating 
to divine service, but to make that holy which before was polluted 
and defiled by sin. Since " all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God," no person can claim to be sanctified out of Christ. 

Jesus as God is, therefore, the Author of sanctification, because the 
very purpose for which He gave Himself for His Church was that He 
might sanctify and cleanse it, &c. (Eph. v. 23). In tracing the doctrine 
of sanctification to its source, we find all the glorious Persons in the 
Godhead to be the united authors of it (see 1 Cor. i. 30). 

All who are in Christ ,Jesus, and who hold and love the truth, are 
sanctified. There can be no real sanctification resulting from an 
untruthful ministry. God works by His own truth, and by nothing 
short of it, and thus Christ says: "Sanctify them through Thy truth: 
Thy Word is truth;" and again: "For their sakes I sanctify Myself, 
that they also might be sanctified through the truth." This sancti:fica-
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,tion is the purifying of their hearts by faith (,John xvii. 17, 19; Acts 
xv. 9). 

Sa~cti~cat,ion and justificati?n are ins~parably con~ected as they 
stand m God s Word, and are mterwoven m the experiences of His 
people, yet in their nature and character they are distinct. Sanctifi
cation is the fruit and evidence of justification, and is that which con
forms believers to the image of .Jesus Christ. There is no true con
formity to Christ without predestination, as there is no break in the 
golden chain spoken of by Paul (Rom. viii. 28-30). The renowned 
Usher says: "Sanctification is nothing less than for a man to be brought 
to the entire resignation of his will to the will of God, and to live in 
the offering up of bis soul continually in the flames of love, and as a 
whole burnt offering to Christ." 

In Old Testament writings sanctification often implies preparation. 
Hence Joshua says to the Israelites before passing over Jordan: 
"Sanctify yourselves, for to-morrow the Lord will do wonders among 
you, i.e., prepare yourselves to pass over Jordan. In Isaiah xiii. 3 the 
Lord calls the Medes and Persians His " sanctified ones." Not that 
they were called by grace, but were prepared, appointed, and consecrated 
of the Lord to execute His wrath against Babylon (see Joel i. 14; Zeph. 
i. 7. Margin, Heb. sanctified or pr,pared). 

May the Lord, the Spirit, sanctify us, and separate us · from the 
pollution and dominion of sin, and endue ns with the principle of true 
holiness, that we may be thereby prepared for greater usefulness in the 
Church below, and meetened for the inheritance "f the saints in light. 

W. WINTERS, Editor. 
Waltham Abbey, Essex. 

OUB PORTRAIT GALLERY-No. V. 

MR. W. GILL, PASTOR, GRL'NDISBl;RGH, SUFFOLK. 

I WAS born in the year 1843, at Colnbook, in Buckinghamshire, of 
godly parents; and was taken by them to the Baptist Chapel when 

in my infancy, and in course of time attended the Sabbath-school. To 
my godly teacher I owe much for the instruction imparted, and who now 
and for some years past bas been its superintendent. I cannot tell the 
time when I had not a desire after the Lord Jesus Christ, and wished 1 
knew Him for myself. I cannot state any particular circumstance that 
produced conviction; but I had convictions, and felt I was a lost and 
ruined sinner. This, however, like the morning cloud and early dew, 
vanished away. Some time after this I went with some companions on 
a week-night to the Primitive Methodist Chapel, with the intention of 
having some fun. After the usual service a prayer meeting was held; I 
stayed with the rest of my companions. A Mr. Fuller and a :Mr. Free 
came and prayed over me, and in their prayers one of them said, Perhaps 
he has a praying motlier, or a grandmother. I knew I had both; how 
they should have known that I could not understand, as I was a stranger 
to them; but the hand of the Lord was iu that circumstance, and He used 
it as a means to deepen my conviction, so t,hat I was afraid to put my 
feet to the gound lest it should open and I drop into hell. So great 
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was the distress of my mind that I was tempted to destroy myself by 
drowning, and for this purpose I went to the bank of the river to throw 
myself in, when the thought rushed into my mind, If you do, you will be 
lost for ever. I came away, and went into the garden close by to pray; 
all I could say was ''Godbe merciful to me a sinner." In this state I 
continued for nearly three years. I removed to London, was taken ill, 
and had to return home. After some months I was apprenticed to a 
gentleman at Staines; my fellow-apprentice was no help to me, and I 
was induced by him to attend a "free-and-easy ": they laughed and 
enjoyed it, but it was no pleasure to me; and I was determined not to 
go again, though I had not the courage to say so. During this time 
my master's father died suddenly, and it impressed me with the un
certainty of life. About this time also I bad a dream. I dreamt the 
judgment-day was come; I saw Christ dividing the sheep from the goats, 
and I was afraid I was among the latter. I was then taken and put on 
the right hand; then a large vessel was let down, and I felt it scrape my 
back, until my blood ran cold. Never shall I forget the feeling. 

After my apprenticeship I went to London, was met by my brother, 
and he induced me to go with him to the City-road Theatre; but no 
one can tell my feelings, or the anxiety of my mind. He used to say, 
"Is it not fine? You do not enjoy it." My reply was, "It's very well;' 
but, I thought, if you knew my feelings you would not have brought me 
here. I was afraid to tell any one about it. I went one Saturday night 
with him to the "Britannia," thinking it might drown my convictions; 
this was not to be. .A. piece cailed ".A. Message from the Sea" was Leing 
played. One of the company, dressed in a captain's suit, stepped upon 
the stage, and in solemn tones said, " He that holdeth the winds in His 
fist and the waters in the hollow of His hands." This sent a chill 
through me; I never went again . 

.A.bout this time I heard a Mr. Redford preach from the words, 
"How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation." The Lord 
blessed that sermon to my soul, and after some time I offered myself as 
a candidate for baptism. Among others was one of my sisters. We 
were accepted and baptized in November, 1861. 

CALL TO THE MINISTRY. 

Long before I knew the Lord, when I was quite a child, I- had a 
desire to be a preacher of the Gospel. Frequently have I held a service 
in the house, the chairs, &c., being my congrega.tion. My text was 
generally, "Van~ty of vanities, saith the preacher." Sure~y I h~ve lived 
to see it was vamty. My godly grandmother before she died said to my 
dP.ar mother, " I believe Willie will be called in early years to know the 
Lord and be a minister of the Gospel." Years passed away, until, 
havi~~ had a class in the Runday-school, I was asked to give an address, 
and declined, but was still urged to do so, and after some delay consented. 
There was a great deal of fear and trembling; I was afraid I should 
break down, &c. But the Lord owned the word spoken to the conversion 
of a young girl in the Rchool, and in due time she made an open confes
sion of Christ. In the providence of God I was removed to Melbourne, 
in Cambrido-eshire, and was there engaged in Sunday-school work; and 
was sent hy the Church into the villages on Sunday e,·ening-s to preach. 
Here, too, the Lord owned the words spoken. 
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On my remov~l to London some one had spoken to the late Mr. C. 
W. Banks respectmg me. One afternoon he called and said he wanted 
me to preach at Little Wild-street Chapel. I went, and I shall not soon 
forget my anxiety. Sit_ting in the body of the chapel was the Venerable 
C. Wool_lacott; _that did _not add to my comfort. However, in much 
fear I tried to hft up Christ. At the close of the service the dear old 
man took my hand in his and said, " Go on, my dear friend, and the 
Lord bless you." And _thus I have been helped until now. To my dear 
brother J. Brunt, now m glory, and to Mr. W. Barker, of Hastings I 
owe much for their help and counsel. ' 

[Our brother William Gill, whom we have known for more than a 
quarter of a century, has recently been chosen President of the Suffolk 
and Norfolk Strict Baptist Pastors' Conference. We trust his life may 
long be spared for further usefulness in the interest of Zion, for God's 
glory. Amen.-ED.] 

A MEDITATION. 
BY E. LANGFORD. 

" This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his 
troubles."-Psa. xxxiv. 6. 

HERE we have the Psalmist's description of himself: "This poor 
man.'' When a man's condition is snch that it excites our pity, 

we say, "Poor man." Although David's condition, when he compoiiied 
this Psalm, was not af a distressing nature, it was, however, suggested 
by the painful events we find recorded in 1 Sam. xxi., especially the 
closing verses. It would appear that his subsistence, or means of sup
port, was very precarious. To such extremity was he reduced that he 
was glad of the hallowed bread, of which none but the priests were 
allowed to eat (Matt. xii. 4). His life, humanly speaking, was in immi
nent danger; frequently, to his apprehension, there was but a step 
between him and death. In his heart he said, " I shall now one day 
perish by the hand of Saul'' (1 Sam. xxvii. 1). He carried, as it were, 
his life in his hand. 

He was a fugitive, driven away from house and home, having no 
certain dwelling. He was the subject of great mental distress, for he 
was away, involuntarily, from the House of the Lord, the means of grace, 
and the companionship and communion of the saints. The distress he was 
the subject of was not due to any misconduct on his part, but through 
the malice of his enemies. David was not, therefore, the subject of self
reproach. Indirectly, his condition was due to the Divine purpose 
regarding him. He was designed to be king over Israel. As soon as 
God distinguishes a man, men and devils begin to oppose him. They do 
all that craft and malice can effect to put down the man whom God has 
set up. History gives many examples. In Joseph's history we have an 
instance, and most notably in t,he case of our blessed Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

'' This poor man" was a rich man. He had a rich experience of the 
0 Tace mercy and power of God. His expressions have been the means 
~f enlivening and encouraging the people of God in every age.. "This 
poor man" was only one among many, one of a large fratermty. He 
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did in his troubles what thousands of poor men have done in theirs. He
"cried." They can do this when they can do nothing else: under any 
circumstances they can cry. "From the end of the earth" (Psa. lxi. 1), 
" OL1t of the depths" (Psa. cxxx. 1), "Out of the belly of hell cried 
Jonah" (ii. 2). His was a pressing, urgent case; little was said, but 
that little was to the point. 

The regard the Lord had to his cry: " And the Lord heard him." 
He cried with the intention of being heard. So that the Lord hearcl 
him he did not care whether any other person did. If they had, probably 
they would not have understood him. Oh, how difficult it is to make 
even our brethren understand us sometimes. He was heard, for he was 
"a poor man"; the reason why he is not heard, he is a poor man. It 
is not mentioned as something extraordinary that the Lord heard him~ 
but, as a matter of course, according to promise, " Call upon Me in the 
day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me" 
(Psa. l. 15). 

"And saved him out of all his trouble." It would have been a great 
thing if the Lord had supported him under them only, but for the Lord 
to save him out of his troubles was much greater. The Lord's salvation 
embraced all his troubles. His troubles were things of the past; he 
would think about them in connection with the goodness and mercy of 
God. The black clouds of trouble, being silvered with Divine goodness, 
become ministers of joy; they are among the things for which we bless
the Lord. 

" When trouble, like a gloomy cloud, 
Has gather'd thick and thunder'd loud, 
He near my soul has always stood, 
His loving-kindness, 0 how good!" 

"ASSURANCE FOR ALL SAINTS." 

BY G. w. THOMAS, PASTOR, AKEMAN-STREET, TRING. 

"Sn.rely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God."-Eccles. viii. 12-

NO may be, or perhaps, but absolute certainty. These words stand out, 
and manifest to us the great gulf between the sinner and the saint. 

Solomon infers that grief and pain must inevitably overtake the sinner, 
although God in mercy bear long with him, and directly affirms the 
safety of one that fears or loves God. 

Notice the character of those spoken of-" they fear God." We are 
told" God is love," and this word embraces all His perfections; but we 
are not for one moment to suppose that He is bound down to a single 
line of manifestation. Light is one of His perfections, but the prism 
reveals various colours, and even the stern, terrible acts of Providence 
unfold, in their own way, the love of God for His elect, as witness the 
overthrow of the Egyptians in the Red Sea, and all that God requires of 
us, is love. But this love will not manifest itself alike in every child of 
His adoptive love, but it will be in accord to the Divine will-" To every 
man his work." Yet, in many things, we are alike. When we contem
plate His holiness, we stand in awe; when we think of His sovereignty, 
we fear; when we remember His faithfulness, we believe, and then see 
in Jesus the manifestation of His lovingkindness. We rejoice, and l",ish 
we could love and serve Him more. 
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Their condition, present and prospective. " It shall be well with them." 
Shall, a small word full of power, when God uses it, for we remember 
" He is able." Think, the fear of the Lord took Abraham to Mount 
Moriah ; true, his heart was sad, though his faith was strong, but it was 
well with him. But it was not the fear of the Lord that took Lot to 
Sodom; it was the lust of the eye, the desire for gain. But we know it 
was not well with him; he left it a ruined man. The fear of God took 
Daniel into the lion's den, and the three Hebrews into the seven-times 
heated furnace. They did not fear the king; they "feared Him who 
had power to cast both body and soul into hell." Was it not well 
with them? Cheer up, faint-hearted ones. Why, "the Spirit of glory 
and of God'' rests as a dove upon those who love Him: invisible to 
the worldly wise, but known to those who know the joyful sound of 
the Master's voice, and it is well with us who can estimate the value 
of this word "well." Ask Lazarus as he lies in Abraham's bosom, 
ask Paul, ask your dear ones as they come to the border-land; they 
will say, It is rest, peace, joy, eternal life-it is Jesus. 

The certainty-"I know surelv." There is no item of knowledge 
based on more absolute certainty than this. If God be Jehovah, then 
whatever else be certain, or uncertain, this one thing is imperatively 
true: it must be well with him that feareth God-this condemns all that 
disdain the paths of God, this unquestionable axiom laughs all mere 
philosophy to scorn. Can you lightly pass by this word, that shuts 
up in itself, as in a casket, the riches, the splendour, the bliss of eternal 
peace and love, as well as present mercies? Oh, what a bankrupt is he 
that lets go this Word ! " I know it shall be well "l"l"ith them that fear 
God." 

THE DI.ACONATE CONSIDERED IN RELATION TO 
APOSTOLIC INJUNCTIO~S. 

BY MR. R. E. SEARS, PASTOR, LITTLE ALIE STREET, WHITECHA..PEL. 

Being the substance of a paper read at the .Annual Meeting of the Metropolitan 
Association of Strict Baptist Churches, held at Zion 1Yew Cross, iUarch 10, 1S91. 

OUR subject is important, and needs wise and judicious treatment. 
Why I have been asked to write this paper I cannot understand, 

except it be my well-known esteem, and love for our dear and honoured 
brethren in the diaconate. 

If our brethren were on their trial, I would far rather be retained for 
the defence, than for the prosecution; because my h~art would be in the 
work. Personally, I have been highly favoured m my pastorates. I 
have had good deacons, and it would not be possible for me to tell . the 
amount of thoughtful kindness, love, esteem, and help, I have received 
from them. 

Very frao-rant is the memory of some who have" fallen asleep''; and 
very preciot~ is the companionship of those now living. My b~loved 
father, of honoured memory, was a deacon; and at the present t1m~ I 
have a father-in-law, brother-in-law, and son-in-law, honourably fillmg 
the office. 
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In going a.bout among the Churches, I have received nothing but 
kindness from the deacons. I am, perhaps, therefore prejudiced in their 
favour. I frankly confess that I would rather praise them than condemn 
t,hem. I would rather pray for them than scold them. In my pastoral 
work, the deacons have been my valued helpers. As a rule, our deacons 
are quite as good men as the pastorE. Doubtless, in some deacons them 
is room for improvement; but our pastors are not all perfect; and, if the 
pastor's lodge is built of glass, stone-throwing is a dangerous practice. 
Dr. Hock says," In ninety-nine cases ont of a hundred, bishops who have 
such a horror of deacons, lest they should prove 'lordlv,' are themselves 
much given to despotism." -

BISHOPS .A.XD DE.A.CONS are the officers in New Testament Churches. 
At first there were only apostles. God greatly blessed their testimony. 
On the Day of Pentecost three thousand repented, believed, were baptized 
and added to the Church. Daily, the Lord continued to add to 
the Church. Peter and John boldly preached the Word, and 
many belie,ed. "The number of men was about five thousand."' 
Jerusalem was crowded with comerts. The Holy Spirit, in the plenitude 
of His grace, filled every heart. Love was the atmosphere in which they 
moved; the unity of the Spirit was enjoyed, and was clearly made mani
fest; for ·• the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of 
one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he 
possessed was his own, but they bad all things common." This was 
Christian Socialism. "Neither was there any among them that lacked: 
for asmanyaswerepossessors oflands or houses sold them, and brought the 
price of the things that were sold, and laid them down at the apostles' feet; 
01nd distribution was made unto every man according as be bad need.'' 
There was no command for this; it was not a written law of the kingdom. 
Modern socialism is anxious to get; primitive socialism was anxious to 
give. There was no unlawful claim upon the rich; but a voluntary 
surrender of their own goods. Such was the new-born zeal of this 
wonderful brotherhood, that the apostles for the time being were com
pelled to be the bankers of the community; and upon them devolved the 
distribution of the bounty. It is evident that this could not all be done 
personally; it was not possible that they should take charge of every 
detail. "And in those days, when the number of the disciples was 
multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, 
because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration" (Acts 
vi. 11). 

The apostles, hearing of the complaint, at once took effective measures 
to satisfy, and so remove it. They proposed that brethren should be 
elected specially to undertake this work. Thus the office of deacon was 
formally instituted to meet a difficulty. 

Observe, the apostles did not elect the brethren. They were chosen 
by universal suffrage; each one of the whole multitude had the right of 
voting. In what manner the votes were taken we are not told, but the 
probabilities are that, as in the case of the election of Matthias, it was 
by a kind of ballot ( Acts i. 15-26). 

But while the Church was left free to vote, the kind of men wanLed 
·was specifically made known. "Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among 
you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, 
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whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give ourselves 
continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word." They were to 
be well-known men, known for their sterling qualities, inte_qrity, and 
uprightness, men of "honest report,'' men of moral worth. They were 
to be wise men, and men possessing tact and business habits. "This 
business" was important. Large funds were gathered into the treasury of 
the Church; and "a multitude" were interested in the daily ministra
tion. But observe, they were to be eminently spiritual men. "It is 
worthy of regard," says one, "that although the specific work to which 
the deacons were in the first instance called was the distribution of money 
and other material gifts, a necessary qualification for office is, that they 
be "full of the Holy Ghost." Grace in large measure is announced to be 
a necessary requisite in one who shall handle " the outward things of 
the house of God.'' It is on this border belt, where the Church and the 
world meet, that corruption is apt to spring; and it is especially impor
tant that those who are called to duty in that sphere should be eminently 
spiritual men. 

We don't forget that the first treasurer of the Church was an nn
spiritual man. No doubt he made a great profession, and so got the 
appointment to "carry the bag." But Judas loved the money more than 
the Master; and to get a little more, be deliberately sold Him! " The 
love of money is the root of all evil." May the Lord save His Churches 
from mean, stingy, grasping, money-loving men, whether they be bishops 
or deacons. 

The first deacon chosen :-the man who doubtless had the hiqhest 
number of votes, was STEPHEN. Some persons are very proud of the 
designation, " Senior deacon." Stephen, although not called Senior, 
was the first in the New Testament Diaconate. "And they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost." The biography 
of Stephen. is very brief ; but it is full enough to make him stand 
prominently forth as one of the great New Testament worthies. In 
faith, and zeal, and courage, and eloquence, be was the natural fore
runner of Paul. Stephen was "full of the Holy Ghost," and be had a. 
wonderful•apprehension of Gospel truth. He not only "served tables," 
-faithfully discharging his duties in the diaconate-but he, through 
his deep spirituality, and splendid gifts, became an enthusiastic and 
successful evangelist. 

Stephen was the first Christian martyr, and his death was a blessing 
to the whole Church ; for from the fruitful seed of his martyr's-blood. 
sprang the great Apostle of the Gentiles. The word from Stephen's 
lips dropped into Saul's memory; and in after days, when Jesus who 
stood to receive the soul of Stephen, stood to quicken Saul, then the 
seed began to germinate. "I think"-says one-" the young man 
Saul was an attentive listener, both to the martyr's sermon, and the 
prayer that followed it. I think that he obtained the germs of his 
systematic theology that day." 

The martyrdom of Stephen has shed a halo of glory over the diac<ma~ 
of New Testament Churches. 

Stephen was the first, but not the last deacon to be stoned ! What 
hard things have been said about our brethren. Doubtless there have 
been incompetent, proud, worldly-minded, and troublesome deacons. 

}[ 
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The late William Palmer, in "Sovereign Goodness," says: "How con
ceited, ignorant, self-willed, and obstinate are some deacons. They are 
the plague of the pastor, and the ruin of the Church. Instead of 
waiting upon the minister, the minister must wait upon them ; instead 
of helping him, he must help them ; and instead of not acting out of 
their sphere, they are sure not to act in it. These men-mostly ignorant 
and rude-lifted unwisely-and sometimes clandestinely into office-are 
grienously inflated with pride; and fancying themselves possessed of 
irresponsible power, they learn to look big, give themselves airs, spout 
nonsense at Church-meetings, and talk about ruling ! Only a few 
Churches are priest-ridden ; but how many are deacon-ridden, is not 
easily guessed." 

WHAT SAITH THE SPIRIT? WHAT ARE THE APOSTOLIC INJUNC· 
TIONS? "Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double-tongued, not 
given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mystery of 
the faith in a pure conscience; and let these also first be proved; then let 
them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so must 
their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let 
the deacons be the husba.nds of one wife, ruling their children and their 
own houses well. For they that have used the office of deacon well 
purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith 
which is in Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. iii. 8-13). 

Not a word is said in this inspired catalogue of qualities about the 
possession of wealth, and position, and influence. Eminent piety, purity 
of life, and practical wisdom are the chief points insisted on. It has 
been wiBely said, "The scriptural qualifications required should be studied 
carefully, and with much prayer, by every Church member, when called 
upon to vote in the election of a brother to this office. All personal 
considerations should be ignored. Wealth and rank, and social influence 
must bow before the superior claims of eminent sanctity, devotedness 
and prudence." 

Gravity is first mentioned. There must be godly seriousness, weight of 
character, and consistency of life. Those who habitually walk with 
God, and feel the importance of the work, will command respect from all 
about them. 

Sincerity iB an essential qualification. "Not double-tongued"-not 
saying one thing to the pastor, and another thing to the members. Not 
double-tongued-not giving the smooth side before a brother's face, 
and the rough side behind his back. Not double-tongued-not talkative, 
not a busybody, not a talebearer. Not double-tongued-speak the 
truth always, never deceive; but be upright, straightforward, transparent, 
and real. Not double-tongued-saying one thing, and meaning another. 
"There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of 
the wise is health." "Let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but 
in deed and in truth." 

Temperance; "not given to much wine." In the description of a 
bishop, we read, '' Not given to wine.'' He was evidently to abstain 
from it altogether, excepting as prescribed to Timothy as a medicine for 
a disordered stomach, or some other infirmity. "Not given to much 
wine;" the less the better; and none at all, is decidedly preferable totoo 
much. Alas! how many have been ruined by strong drink! In Lev. x 
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'9, _we read, "Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons 
with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die! 
It shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations." In Ezek. 
:xliv. 21, we also read, "Neither shall any priest drink wine, when the) 
enter into the inner court." 

Beloved brethren, I would not willingly say one unkind word; I 
would not intentionally wound the most sensitive mind; but, it does 
seem to me-and I think I have the mind of the Spirit-that God is 
-not honoured when divine service commences over the wine-bottle in the 
vestry; He is not honoured when chorister alcohol chants the bene
diction. 

"Not greedy of .filthy lucre." The late John Stevens says: "Filthy 
lucre is unjust gain; profit acquired unlawfully, by defrauding others, 
cannot become attributable to any man without dishonour, and certainly 
ought not to be chargeable to an officer in a Christian Church. He 
must be able to walk abroad without giving any man occasion to say to 
him, 'You have robbed me, sir.' Not money, but the love of it, is the 
root of all evil. A good man, endowed with property, is a favoured man; 
in that he has it in his power to do good to the Church of God, and to 
contribute for the comfort of many for whom the Lord of Glory laid 
down His life." In all Christian giving, in ali works of charity, the 
deacons, as far as they are able, should set a good example before the 
·Church. 

"Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience." If the leaders 
are not sound in the faith, what stability can be expected in the Church? 
The deacons should be men of fixed principles; men who know ichat they 
believe, and why; men who can contend earnestly for the faith once for 
all delivered to the saints. 

Some of our Churches are without pastors; and, for the time being, 
the deacons are the guardians of the pulpit ! Never should an unknown 
'Or an untried man be allowed to enter; no, not for one service. May 
God keep our diaconate pure; free from men who, having accepted a 
solemn trust, only watch for an opportunity to betray it, by inviting men 
of "enlarged views'' to occupy the pulpit, and so pave the way for open
communionism, and all its attendant evils . 

.Deacons should be men of good report; men that have been proved, 
having no external blot upon their reputation. If a man has no quali
ifications for the office, what folly to put him in it! 

A deacon should have authority in his owri, house. If there is no 
family altar, no order, no control over the children; if they do as they 
please, go where they like on the Lord's-day, form what companionships 
are pleasing to them, without parental advice, how can they rule the 
Church of God? If the father is weak-minded enough to let his children 
rule him, and he allows them to treat him with disrespect, it will be a. 
mistake to put him into the deacon's office. A deacon needs a firm band. 
-covered with the velvet glove of true sympathy. Jesus set His face" like 
a flint''; but His eyes were often filled with tears. God give us more of 
the firmness and gentleness of Christ. He ruled by love! 

DEACON'S WIVES occupy a prominent position; and it is said, "they 
must be grave, not slanderers, sober, faith_ful in all things." There are 
many ways in which they can help their husbands, serve the Church, 
•and render valuable help to the -pastor. 
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The Revised Version reads," Women in like manner must be grave''· 
referring vrobably to DEACONESSES, who were appointed for special 
servi,a. Was not Phcebe a deaconess of the Church that was at Cenchrem 
(Rom. xvi. 1)? Was not Priscilla a helper? Did not "all the Churches 
of the Gentiles" thank her, and her noble husband? Mary bestowed 
much labour: so did "Persis the beloved.'' Tryphcena and Tryphosa 
are remembered because of their labour in the Lord. Others are referred 
to who laboured with Paul in the Gospel. Our sisters-some of them 
especially-ha,e talents f~r special work; and there are services for
which they are better qualified than the brethren. Thank God for the 
holy, godly. women in our Churches. They may not have the name, but 
they are domg the work of deaconesses. God bless Mary and Martha 
especially when they are both in one; serving the Church, yet, at th; 
same _time, in lo~liness of mind sitt~ng at the Maste(s feet; clinging 
tenaciously to their Lord, yet, by qmet, graceful service, commending 
the Gospel to others. 

Deacons are servants of the Church, and helpers of the pastor. They 
are specially called to look after the poor, and faithfully to attend to all 
matters pertaining to the house of the Lord. They must always be 
ready to render to the Church a strict account; and keep a faithful record 
of all Church business. In many ways they can help the pastor; by 
their constant presence at the services, by their loving sympathy and 
counsel: by visiting the sick, looking after absentees, and watching for 
inquirers. 

Great is the faithful deacon's reward. "For they that have used the 
office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great 
boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. iii. 13). A good 
degree of love and esteem is no mean reward!_ M:i,ny of our_brethren have 
qualified themselves (through grace), by their faithful service, to take the 
honour of D. B. B.-Dear Brother Beloved. .And by the exercise of their 
gifts they have a right to B. C. F.-Bold Champion of the Faith. 

Let not our dear brethren be discouraged who feel that they come 
short of the standard. There are some we know, especially in our smaller 
Churches, who are so engaged in business that they have but little time 
at their disposal; and but seldom can they attend the week-night services. 
But let all seek to become more spiritually minded; and in every work 
done may the glory of God, the prosperity of the Church, and the
comf~rt of the pastor, be continually sought. 

Allow me to give you a pen-and-ink sketch of one of our modern 
brethren; in some respects a model deacon. 

" Trust me, I draw the likeness true, 
And not as fancy paints." 

Jn age mature-his ho~ry locks a crown of glory-hi_s ruddy countenance
the index of a heart still young-the aged respect him-the young love 
him-in doctrine uncorrupted-he keeps the ordinances as they at first 
were delivered-transparent in character-consistent in life-alwaya 
ready to speak of the loving-kindness of the Lord, yet far removed from 
cant-a man of prayer, and a lover of the Bible-God having prospered 
him sufficiently to retire from business, he has now time to serve the
Church; and he has the will-he has not removed into a fashionable-
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11uburb, far away from his own people-he has no desire for anything 
more respectable than New Testament faith and order-his businesg 
habits make him a first-rate treasurer-his gifts make him a useful 
11peaker as occasion offers-his liberality gives weight to his efforts in 
"stirring up the Churches "-his pastor's friend, but not a flatterer
his children and his grandchildren call him blessed, for he has ruled his 
•own house well! May he be long spared; and in the diaconate may 
brethren of a kindred spirit be multiplied. 

Brethren and sisteril, one and all, pray for your deacons; and by your 
•liberality relieve their minds of anxiety respecting the finance.s. If all 
our Church members made a point of giving systematically; of giving as 
-0-od has prospered them, of giving readily and constantly, what a help it 
would be to the deacons; and what an encouragement to the pastor. 

Brethren, bishops and deacons, and all the members of our Churches, 
'Upon each of us devolves a great responsibility! Many in the professing 
Church are departing from the faith; some are trying to unite the 
Church and the world; some are dreaming of the Church of the Future, 
·which shall include a public~house and a theatre; a Church where 
infidelity and a brood of kindred blasphemies shail find a resting place ! 

Our denomination is wanted. More than ever we are called to hold 
-fast, and to hold forth the Word of Life. The enemy is marshalling his 
forces! Let us marshal ours! We may be numerically a feeble folk; 
but we have TRUTH on our side; and as the Lord liveth we shall surely 
'Win the day. 

" Forward! be our watchword, 
Steps and voices joined; 

Seek the things before us, 
Not a look behind: 

Burns the fiery pillar 
At our army's head; 

Who shall dream of shrinking, 
By our Captain led ? 

Forward through the desert, 
Through the toil and fight; 

Canaan lies before llll, 
Zion beams with light." 

'CALM CONSIDERATIONS ON PLAIN QUESTIONS. 
BY HENRY CousENS, BucKRURST HrLL, EssEX. 

To the Editor of the "Earthen Vessel and Gospel Herald." 

DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,-Presuming a large number of your 
readers will fully agree that the reason named why the "plain 

questions'' justified the submitting them to such special and public 
examination, the writer continues the subject by enumerating some 
-conclusions and brief remarks pertinent thereto, believing that the 
more often, in a very plain, concise, and definite form such essential 
truths of Holy Scripture are circulated and discussed, the better; but of 
course, only in proper proportion with all the other Divine teachings 
mncerning the question:-

1. The antiquity of God's great salvation by and through the Lord 
Jesus Christ, revealed in the glorious Gospel, is clearly recorded; also 
the originating cause, the me_ritorious cause, and the eili~ient cause, ~ay 
be ascertained from such Scripture texts as were quoted m the prev10ns 
paper. The inclusion of Divine purpose, provision, performance, a1;1d 
power in the study of its details, will warrant the conclusion, that 1t2 
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design will be infallibly accomplished. All judicious and energetic, 
means are to be made use of by us, in accordance with our ability, for the 
highest welfare of all classes, from love toward God and man; yet it 
remains a fact that the Holy Ghost is the essential source of ministerial 
I ower. Take the cases of Cain, Abel, Esau, Jacob, and the two crucified 
lbieves, or differing members of past, or still living families, trained up, 
by the same parents, &c., and we must agree with Paul's conclusion, 
"By the grace of God I am what I am.'' We are not just here talking 
abont onr re,sponsibility, or forgetting our culpability, but keeping in view, 
that where sin abounded, grace did much more abound; and again say,, 
Hallelujah. 

2. This question, on careful reading, appears to need no comment;, 
the writer submits that its substance should receive an affirmative from 
godly Bible students; if no negative can be found in the Word of God 
to any of the sentences, all teachings to the contrary must be erroneous 
and ought to be avoided. 

3. The new birth is of God: the fruits thereof are of a godly nature,. 
Godward and manward; springing from a holy root they can be only 
such; a conflict ensues of course between the old man and the new man; the 
former remains unchanged essentially and will, until the very end of our 
present state, however repulsed,_restricted, curbed, and overcome by th13 
latter through the aids of Divine grace. The old nature, being inocu
lated with the poison of sin, will now and again break forth, and assert, 
its badness, to the sorrow and distress of the new-born soul; but, althoug~ 
still in the conflict, they are not conquered, because greater is He that 
is in them, and for them, than all that are, or can be, against them; and 
it cannot be that the Bible certified as partakers of the incorruptible 
seed, can ever become un-regenerated, and finally fall out of the bands 
of their Almighty Redeemer and Saviour. Submitting that such con
clusions are Scriptural, it must be much worse than useless for good men. 
to spend their time and abilities in teaching the weak and un-initiated 
of the children of God, or any others, the direct opposite of thefact. 

4. It is presumed that no theologian who expects to be received by 
old Bible students as a qualified teacher in the matter of God's greah. 
salvation, will demur to the conclusion, that whom the Father loves, the 
Son and the Holy Ghost loves co-equally; or that the everlasting covenant 
was definite in its intent. and its purpose reliable, as to the fulfil
ment thereof, by the peopling of heaven from among all the nations of the 
earth, to the praise of Jehovah's glory, according to the riches of His 
grace. Moreover, as the Lord Almighty, Master of all principalities 
and powers, has declared that " He that believeth on Me kith everlast-
ing life" (see John vi. 47), what have practical believers in Christ todo 
with all the sappers and miners of their most holy faith ? 

5. Whoever presumes to assert that the great Lord Jesus Christ 
came into this world to save sinners but Jailed in numberless cases, it 
is submitted errs and understands not the glorious Gospel. If we are 
only placed in a salvable condition by the finished work of Christ, how 
comes ittopass that any of our race are saved? Jeremiah (xvii. 19) app~ars 
to make no distinction in his description of fallen man, and the writer 
most fully agrees with the prophet, from his own lengthened experience 
and observation. As human nature fallen is all the world over stilt 
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essentially the same, such a fact serves to enhance and to magnify the 
wonders of Divine grace, and the necessity for the exercise of Omni
potence in the matter of God's great salvation. 

6. The entire race redemption theorists have altogether failed (so far 
II.'! the writer has been able to perceive) to prove that the ransom price 
paid by the Almighty Redeemer was insufficient to secure the infallible 
salvation of all the persons of the purchased. We logically ask, that, if 
some of the redeemed by the precious blood of Christ be not finally 
saved, was the ransom price duly paid in-efficient? and who can say which 
of us will be among the not saved becomes pre-eminently a personal 
consideration to each and every one of us. 

· 7. If the Divine acceptance of sinners be not based upon the perfect 
satisfaction given to all the claims of Divine justice and requirements 
of God's law by the adorable Redeemer's finished work, what super
added works of sinners are necessary to complete those claims and 
requirements? If none can be named on Scriptural authority, why 
confuse the minds of persons by mystifications and contradictions of an 
injurious and depressing kind? 

8. To this question the writer fully admits his inability to arrive at 
any other conclusion than most distinctly in the affirmative. 

9. All persons who fancy they can add anything to the perfect 
obedience of the immaculate Saviour, from His birth to His death, as 
the foundation of a believer's hope, the writer concludes are simply under 
a delusion. 

10. Comment on this question, so tersely framed, appears just here 
to be unnecessary. 

ll. Most certainly the writer concludes, that it is wrong to mislead 
persons by representing that the Almighty is endeavouring to effect 
what He is unable to accomplish, and to make assertions, through 
adhering to any human systems of theology, which tends to infringe in 
anywayupon the perfection of the Divine attributes of the Lord Jehovah. 

The anxiety and deep concern of the sincerely repentant sinner 
appears to be. '' Will Christ accept me, and graciously grant me for
giveness?" rather than, "Will I accept Christ?" &c. The contrite 
seekers of Divine mercy are consciously in want of it, and find their 
way somehow to express that want before God; and it is our mercy th«t 
it still remains indelibly written, "Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and y,~ 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you; and whosoever cometh 
unto Me, I will in no wise cast out." 

That the sincerity and excellency of motive and aim to do good and 
further the Gospel of multitudes of Christian people who differ on some 
points with the writer, is undoubted. And that their extensive and 
unwearied efforts have long been, and will continue to be, very largely 
successful, morally, socially, and religiously, is unquestionable. At the 
same time it is submitted to be worthy of very serious consideration, 
that as their promulgation of only a part of the Gospel results in such 
immense and wide-spread benefits and blessings, what vast increase 
may we not with confidence expect would be sure to follow the clearly 
taught and equally circulated addition of such Scripture announcements 
as are quoted, chapter and verse, in the former paper; to which the 
reader of the present is specially referred, because " the Word of the Lord 
·endureth for ever." 
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THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL EXPLAINED AND 
CONTRASTED. 

BY WM. WALKER, BURGH-LE-MARSH. 

I SHOULD be more than grieved if my readers, ministerial or other
wise, were to mi~imderstand the position I occupy. It is not that I 

assume to possess any intellectual or spiritual attainment above my fellow
labourers which guarantees my undertaking to offer a few suggestions on 
the momentous subject of "Law and Gospel," but because facts of every
day occurrence teach us the neceessity of obeying the frequent injunctions 
of such men as Willian: Huntington, James Wells, John Hazelton, J. S. 
Anderson, and many others, who proved themselves to be God's men, and 
whose voices and influence (though they themselves are dead) will never 
cease to be heard and felt in our Churches. If it were essential years 
ago to have a distinguishing and heart-searching ministry, the demand 
at the present day is twice as great. We have repeatedly had our attention 
drawn to men who are said to be giving up "the old Gospel": but its a 
great question whether they ever had any "old Gospel" in their hearts to 
give up. Such men are proving themselves to be without doubt possessed 
of superficial natures that cannot battle against or withstand the great 
disturbing forces around them. That man who is able to deny the 
inspiration of the Scriptures, the depravity of the human race, and the 
redemptive work of Christ, gives an unequivocal proof that he has been 
and is a stranger to the work of Divine grace, and has neither part nor 
lot in the kingdom of God. 

The law of God, then, has by no means to be se~ aside. It was given 
for a purpose, and it has hitherto accomplished that purpose in that 
it has always exposed the guilt of the sinner. The law has 'not made 
guilt, that is, a thing is not made wrong simply because prohibited by the 
Commandments. For instance, stealing is sinful in its very nature; the 
work of the law is to reveal the guilt of that sin and condemn it. When 
our Lord came into this world He did not set aside the law, but rather 
satisfied and magnified it; we therefore must not think lightly of it. 

John Foreman put the case uniquely. He said: "The law of works 
is the standard of the natural man's legal and the sinful man's penal 
obligations to God, according to the Eden covenant; and by that law it 
was, and is, every man's duty to be naturally pure and sinleRs, as Adam 
and all in him were, and had power to be at first." It is, therefore, 
incumbent upon all preachers to declare the nature and claims of ~he 
law. All men should worship their Creator; this is what the law claims 
of men. Mr. W. J. Styles, in his adinirable book entitled "M~nual of 
Faith and Practice" -a book which we would not like to be without
states the case so much in accordance with our mind that we quote his 
own words: " We believe that all natural duty ( or all that is due by us 
as creatures to God our Creator) is exacted by the moral law, and that 
whatsoever is not demanded therein should not be proclaimed to men as 
a national and legal requirement by preachers of th~ Gosp~l_. For 
example, the law does not require that men should beheve spmtually. 
Faith, therefore, is not a national duty." It is worthy to note that ~he 
Holy Spirit is sometimes plea~ed to use the law as _a means.~! teachmg 
men their helpless and lost condition; as Pnul says m Gal. 111. 23, 24, 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 157 

"But before faith came we were kept under the law, shut up unto the 
faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our 
school-master to bring us unto Christ that we might be justified by 
faith." 

Now, the Gospel, as defined by Paul, is "the power of God unto 
salvation to everyone that believeth ''; and herein we meet with some of 
those splendid contrasts which we desire to point out:-

The Gospel's voice is salvation-the law's voice is condemnation. 
'fhe great plan for the redemption of God's people was drawn up by God 
Himself. There was no one who could help Him; the whole of it sur
passed angelic intellect, and all was finished Jong before the wheels of time 
began to spin or the day-star flung its ray across the darkness. Wait ! 
wait! says some zealous Arminian, you are wrong; man has something 
to do before God can work in the human soul. The whole is conditional. 
If men will abandon their sins God has provided salvation. Now, reader, 
is this so? Let us exarr..ine the assertion and see wherein the fallacy lies. 
King Charles had on one occasion to make bis escape out of a certain 
castle in order to secure safety. His men bad every means ready. The 
boats were waiting at the side of the river; but King Charles had to do 
one thing; only one thing, and that was-get out of the castle. Just 
the very thing which he could not do. Now, when certain preachers 
declare Christ as a Saviour, and then, with the next breath, assert that 
men must first get out of their sins, they tell men to do that which they 
cannot do, and tbat which, if they could do, would prove the work of Christ 
as a Saviour to be useless, and so detrac!; from His eternal glory and God
head. The final outcome of Arminian doctrine leads men to greater 
condemnation, for the simple reason that they teach works of salvation, 
and so bring them under the law, the voice of which declares, unmistakably 
and distinctly-condemnation. 

The law teaches a life of works, the Gospel a life of faith, that is, faith 
which is the gift of God and entirely dependent upon God, as Flavel 
remarked, that "the soul is the life of the body, faith the life of the soul, 
and Christ the life of faith." The apostles were careful in their epistles 
to distinguish between the various ways in which the great gift of God 
.acted. Hence we find such expressions as these: "Your faith and love 
toward God," as depicting the direction to which the soul is tending; 
"Your faith on Christ," which describes the end of all seeking; "Your 
faith in Christ," thus portraying the abiding place, the everlasting home 
of faith. Here, then, we have set before us three grand aspects of the 
attitude of faith. 

The law craves justice; the Gospel, mercy. The voice of law has ever 
been hard and stern. Its cry has been, " Cut it down, cut it down, spare 
not the unfruitful tree "; and had it not been for the clear tones of the 
Gospel which, rising far higher than the dread demand of law, sounded 
like heavenly music, nay, like the "symphonies of ten thousand harps, 
that tuned angelic harmonies." We should have been lost, eternally 
lost. We could not cry, "Lord, help us,"; there was nothing in us for 
the Lord to help. When we read that " our righteousnesses were as 
filthy rags," we cried, 0 God, what must our wickedness be? We were 
vainly told "to give our hearts to God,'' but ah, for this we felt too weak, 
nay more, had we been strong enough, we could clearly see, from God's 
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Word, that we were not to give, but to receive. "A new heart will I give· 
you; I will take away the stony heart and give you a heart of flesh." 
Blessed be God for these personal pronouns. Blessed Jesus ! blessed: 
Jesus ! He has done it all. " No strength of nature could suffice." To, 
Him be the glory for the exceeding great mercy He has revealed to poor 
sinners. · 

" Who is a pardoning God like Thee, 
Or who has grace so rich and free 1" 

It would be impossible for me to mention all the contrasts, though 
each is worth earnest, prayerful perusal. I feel, however, that. I must 
remind you that Moses, Israel's great leader and legislator, sought among 
the tribes for the OBEDIENT. " He that continueth in the things that 
are written in the book of the law to do them shall live,'' The order is 
reversed in the Gospel. Jesus seeks for transgressors. "The Son of 
Man is come to seek and to save the lost.'' And again, " I am not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentancE." Oh, how glorious is the· 
Gospel! How glad our hearts have been to hear Him say, "Thy sins. 
which were many are all forgiven." He is to His own blood-bought a, 
great forgiver. We would praise Him, yet ah, for this He deserveth 
notes which angel voices cannot afford, and music which dwells not. 
within the strings .of their most melodious harps. 

IMMANUEL'S LAND. 

FATHER on me Thy love bestow, 
Thy Holy Spirit's guidance too; 
Lead me the way that Jesus trod, 
That :narrow way which leads to God. 

Forbi,l it, Lord. that I should stray 
From 1i1etrue Gospel's pleasant way; 
Teach me harsh error's path to shun, 
And where Thou leadest gladly run. 

Lord, let me hear Thy pardoning voice: 
Depressed one, lost _one, Thou'rt ]\,fy 

choice· 
I have a c;own for thee in store, 
When thou from death's dark dismal 

shore 

Shall plunge into that raging stream, 
Emmanuel's glory then shall beam 
In radiant splendour o'er thy face. 
Through Me,. thou bast redeeming grace, 

And dying love; through pearly portal 
I'll welcome thee, for then, immortal 
Spirit, thou shalt rest from pain, 
Triumphant with thy Saviour reign. 

Leicester. 

There I shall join the glorious band, 
Where saints, apostles, martyrs stand; 
Clothed in the Saviour's righteousness, 
The robe of white, a spotless dress. 
There I shall wonder and adore, 
Sing praises to Him evermore; 
Who sits upon the throne above, 
"Whom angels praise, adore, and love. 
But yet awhile this earth we roam, 
Life's tempests, raging billows foam, 
Fierce winds and storms are beating fast, 
We sink beneath its boisterous blast. 
But hush! a calm and gentle breeze 
Is blowing, sweetly it gives me ease; 
I now behold by faith, not far 
Away, just on the distant shore, 
The risen Lamb, in beauty dress'd, 
Beloved ones leaning on His breast; 
He smiles upon me, and I know 
"When I have done with things below, 
He'll take me to the heavenly land, 
To swell the anthem, loud and grand; 
Then I shall view Him glorified, 
"Who, when on earth, was crucified. 

NA.THAN BARBER. 

D1sTBIBUTION OP THE WoBD oP GoD.-From this year's report of the
British and Foreign Bible Society we learn that, during its 88 years of 
work, it has distributed no less than 120 millions of Bibles and Testaments 
in above 300 different languages and dialects. 
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T 6€ BL€$$€D D€AD. 
MR. HENRY WELCH. 

To tlte Editor of the "Earthen Vessel and Gospel Hei-ald." 
DEAR Sm.,-The E. V. & G. H. for May of 

last year contained a. notice of Mr. H. Welch 
-his career and death. I should like (with 
your permission) to add a. word to the testi
mony you have borne to the character of this 
true saint. 

'l'he news of his departure was more than 
an ordinary matter to me, for under his 
ministry at Tooting-grove I found the truth 
as it is in Jesus, and was privileged to enjoy 
his special friendship. It is said that " the 
world knows nothing of its greatest men," a 
sentiment which most of us have proved; and 
I think this is almost true of the Christian 
Church. Some of the choicest spirits seldom 
find their names in the papers, and their lives 
are lived unnoticed by the general body, 
though in their own sphere there is a steady 

influence which makes for righteousness, making applicable to them the 
Saviour's words, "Ye are the light of the world," "Ye are the salt 
of the earth." Such was Mr. Welch. As a pastor he was truly a 
"workman that needed not to be ashamed.'' Bold to declare the whole 
truth of God with no uncertain sound, he believed the Bible from begin
ning to end. His heart was large, his sympathies were deep for the 
heavy-laden of the flock, while he was ever ready to encourage those who 
"came seeking mercy for .Jesus' sake.'' 

As a Christian he was a worthy example. It was my privilege to 
spend nearly every Sunday afternoon with him, from the close of school to 
the evening service, for the last year of his ministry at Tooting ; and the 
memory of those seasons will never die, for 

"Above all his luxury supreme, 
And his chief glory was the Gospel theme ; 
There he was copious as old Greece or Rome, 
His happy eloquence seemed there at home, 
Ambitious not to shine or to excel, 
But to treat justly what he loved so well." 

Some time ago, sir, I saw answers from many preachers to the question, 
"What is a Christian?" and I think if I bad to answer the same question 
I should simply point to Mr. Welch. 

But, sir, he was a true friend-what Cowper calls "an acquisition 
rather rare ";-and out here, in distant Australia, where friends are so 
few, it is something for a weary heart to look back upon such a hallowed 
friendship, which made some otherwise dark days look bright, the memory 
of which will last for ever. 

I expect men will never be thrilled with any brilliantly-written record 
of Mr. Welch's career, but "the memory of the just is blessed," and there 
is one heart that can bleed for the loss of such an one as he, only to be 
comforted by the hope through grace of reunion in glory. 

May I suggest, sir, that if you could find a niche for him in your 
excellent portrait gallery it would be as worthy a. picture as over adorned, 
a periodical. 

Wishing you every Gospel blessing, and much wisdom and Divine 
guidance in steering the VESSEL. I am, yours in Jesus, 

Blacktown, New South Wales, January 29th, 1891. J. PARK ER. 
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MR. JOHN WOOLARD. 

Our brother fell asleep on Aug. 16, 1890, being upwards of 93 years of 
a,ge. He was born at Trimley, Suffolk, on June 1st, 1'79'7. Mr. Philip 
Dickerson had been made instrumental in the conversion of two of his 
sisters, and this led him to ruminate thus: "My father, my mother, and 
my sisters are all going to heaven and I am going to hell !" His thoughts 
were sanctified to him. They were evidently the out-growth of his renewal 
by grace. H~ was ~aptized in ~anuary, 1819, by Mr. Cowell, at Walton; 
Suffolk. A little circumstance 1n connection with his baptism is worth 
embalming. He remarked to a friend one day that he had found great 
sweetness in the lines :-

" I'm not ashamed to own my Lord, 
Or to defend His cause." 

The friend replied, "Then why are you not baptized P'' This led him to 
do the bidding of His redeeming Lord. Writmg of his obedience when 
he was 89 years of age he says, ·• I thought the dear Lord was going to 
take me home ; but the Lord's thoughts were not as mine; for this was in 
1818 and it is now 1886, and I am still spared. I was led to beg of the 
·dear Lord in my simple way that He would let me be baptized first, as it 
was so laid on my mind. He granted my request, and as soon as a 
convenient opportunity occurred I went through that blessed, though 
despised, ordinance. I had the presence of the Lord and His divine 
ll.pprobation, being received into the Church the same day at Walton, in 
Suffolk, by Mr. Cowell, of Ipswich, the pastor." 

He left the country for London in 1823, and attended the ministry of 
Mr. Franklyn. The Lord made his godly life a sermon to a young woman 
who afterwards became his wife, and who, from October, 1830, travelled 
homewards with him. She tarries a little longer with us, but looks to join her 
glorified companion before long. Strangely enough, she found her heart 
affected one day with the very lines which had touched her husband's 
heart some years before. She acquainted him with the fact, whereupon 
he told her that he was reminded of his own experience, and proceeded to 
detail it as above. This was a stepping-stone to the ordinance in her 
case. Years rolled on, and our brother became a hearer of Mr. Shorter. 
A baptism was arranged on one occasion, and for some cause Mr. S. did 
not put in an appearance. Brother Woolard was asked to offer a prayer, 
and did so. He was much favoured in the exercise, dozens were blessed, 
and no end of new friends sprang up. 

During bis sojourn in the Modern Babylon be was for l'i' years deacon 
of the Church pastored by Mr.Shorter, and for 16 years deacon at Artillery
street, Bishopsgate. He came to Brighton about 14, years ago, joined 
"Ebenezer," Richmond-street, and remained in membership to the end. 
Eleven years ago, when upwards of 80 years of age, he had some medita
tions upon the phrase "An old disciple." He thus writes: "I suppose I 
may be termed an old disciple. I have been many years in the school of 
Christ, taught by the Spirit of God to feel my lost, ruined, and undone 
state and condition as a sinner before God. This is how I was taught to 
·know myself upwards of 60 years since, and have been learning it till now• 
I was for many years before I was brought to see clearly the way and plan 
of salvation and the glorious doctrines of rich, free, and sovereign grace ; 
but the seed of Divine life eternal was sown in my heart, and that could 
never be eradicated; because Jesus says, 'I give unto My sheep ete1:1al 
life.' Life communicated by the Holy Ghost in regeneration is kep~ 9:hve 
amidst all the corruptions,wanderings, ~ins, transgressions,and backshdmge 
of the child of God, from the moment he receives it until it is consummated 
in eternal glory." Our brother was, in his early Christian life, in the 
employ of an Episcopalian minister, "who was as dead as he was born, 
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and a bitter persecutor." Yet the Lord took care of His young servant, 
and at length led him forth. 

On June 1st, 1886, he writes :-" This morning I attained to my 90th 
birthday. I felt what a debtor to the Lord I was for the many years 
mercies both in providence and grace. I felt I could unite with the 
Psalmist and say, 'Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is within 
me, bless His holy Name; and forget not all His benefits.' " Some 
months later on he says, "After breakfast I had such a season of 
humiliation under a sight of the sufferings of the dear Saviour 
for my sins, iniquities, and transgression as I never had before. 
I blessed and praised His Holy and Sacred Majesty, and longed 
for the time to undress and see Him as He is, and be with Him 
to all eternity." This was in November, 1886. Soon afterwards he 
took to his bed, never to rise from it. For three and a half years he 
lingered on. His sufferings towards the last were truly agonising. His 
groans for several days could be heard in the Terrace. "Hast Thou set 
me as a mark to shoot at?" was his pathetic cry to the Lord. The last 
tim·e he had even a snatch of conversation with his beloved wife was about 
three weeks before his decease. She had made some domestic purchases 
when he asked her, " Do you owe anything?" Her reply was, "Nothing." 
He then inquired, "What do you owe Justice?" Her answer was, "Nothing! 
My Surety paid all my debts for me." Again he asked, "What do you 
owe Grace?" And now the response was, "Everything ! Grace is a free 
gift!" After this till the end, he only spoke by way of ejaculation. He 
said several times, " Oh ! where am I? What am I ? Whither am I going ? 
There are only two places-heaven and hell!" One day he cried, " Go 
away, Satan." Another day, in a sharp, short way, he cried, "Begone, 
unbelief! Begone! Begone!" And yet again he was heard saying, and 
that repeatedly, "Dear, dear Jesus!" For the last 16 nights his aged 
companion in life never divested herself of her garments. She had nursed 
him through twelve illnesses before during their long pilgrimage. .A.nd 
during the last illness she was helped of her God, so that her testimony is, 
"I know what the sustaining power of the Divine arms is." 

The writer conducted the burial service in the Extra Mural Cemetery, 
in the presence of sympathising friends; and on Lord's-day evening, 
August 24th, preached a funeral sermon from Rom. viii. 29, 30. 

Grace forkRew, predestinated, called, and justified the departed. For 
upwards of 70 years he was kept by the grace of God. And grace ha& 
glorified him. 

s. GRAY. 
Brighton. 

ELIZAJ3ETH ELLEN OSBORN. 

Born on Canvey Island, near Benfl.eet, Essex, in 1842, fell asleep in 
Jesus Dec. 24th, 1890. She was taken when a babe to the little cause at 
Thnndersley, where she attended for many years after she had grown to 
womanhood, and where she heard the truth preached by Mr. Bennett, Mr. 
Turner, and others. She had grace and trouble "for many years," and 
her fear of death and judgment was very great; she used often to say, 
"How will it be with me when I come to the Jordan of death," She was 
one of God's fearing ones, who hoped in His mercy and thought upon His 
name (so also was her dear mother, who went home to glory March 28th, 
1878, rejoicing in her Saviour). Her affliction lasted 21 weeks, and was a, 
trying one; she was harrassed by the enemy .. Christ had been ve_ry precious 
to her in past days, and the hymn commencmg, "Cease, 0 believer, cease 
M> mourn," had been wonderfully blessed to her four years ago under most 
trying circumstances. I used to say to her, "At eventide it shall be light,' 
and so it was, for God revealed Himself to her. She said, " Oh, my blessed, 
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SR,viom•, see how He smiles on me." This was just n month boforo ahe 
died. She profited very much under Mr. Myerson'e pren.ching, n.t the 
Oval, H aekney, where she ho.d nttended for nine years; espeoin.lly from 
the sermons, "Yo aro Christ's," which, she so.id, seemed nil for her. Aleo 
many things that foll from the lips of Mr. 'l'urt\er wore wonderfully 
blessed to her soul ; Rho was deeply tn.ught of God. Doforo she died God 
!!poke peace 11,nd pardon to her soul, the fear of death wo.s removed, the 
enemy Rilencod, al I earthly things and friends given up, n.nd she lon~od to 
go homo. She URod to ask t,ho doctor ovary morning if she should hvethe 
day through, and when he said, "Yes," she was dieappointod, n.nd used to 
Ray," I thought my Jesus would have to.ken me to-day." Before she died 
she Rang several sweet hymns. The heavenly Bmile on her countena,nce 
bespoke t.he peace within. ?'wenty minutes before she died ehe told me 
Rhc was very happy; 11he la1d her dear head on my shoulder 0,nd passed 
from earth to heaven without a sigh. She was one with whom I ha,d had 
dose communion for over 25 years. May my last end be like hers. 

J, S. OJTAPMAN. 
'Clapton. 

WILLIAM IVES. 
DEAR Mn.. WrNTEB.s,-My dea,r father, William Ives, fell a.sleep in 

Jesus on .Tn.nuary 15th, 1891. His sorrows and conflicts a.re 0,ll ended,and 
He is now for ever with the Lord. He was for nearly 50 years a member 
0,t Cricket-bill, Yateley, and seldom was his seat vacant when the doors 
were opened. It might truly be said of him, "I love the place where thine 
honour dwelleth." He was taken with a severe chill on the 7th of January, 
1md when I went to see him he told me he had nothing to rest upon, the 
enemy appeared to take advantage of him. How earnestly did he plead 
for the Comforter to come, and it was not long before the Lord broke in 
upon his Roul with Divine light. I said to him, "Have you anything on 
your mind?" He said," I have three things on my mind; it is John's 
Gospel, God's Everlasting Word, and that Piece of Money, Christ. Oh, 
that Piece of Money is the thing to trade with; it will answer all demands." 
Not long before he was taken he repeated the Lord'B Prayer all through, 
11,~er which he said, "There remaineth therefore a rest, &c.," .and these 
were, I think, nearly the last audible words he uttered. 

(MRs.) T. NEW.DUN. 
York Town, Camberley. 

MR. JOHN KERRIDGE. 
Mr .. John Kerridge, late of Saxmundham, Suffolk, fell asleep the 21st 

December, 1890, in the 81st year of his age. From the age of 19 he was 
visibly II subject of Divine grace, and at times much favoured of the Lord. 
He was baptized about 58 years ago at Friston, by the late pastor, Mr. W. 
Brown, and for many years attended there until a chapel was built at 
Saxmundha.m. He was a man deeply taught of the Spirit, and the Word of 
God had been his chief study for many years. In the order of Divine pro
vidence he removed last spring from Saxmundbam to his daughter's (Mrs. 
Mulliner) at Wandsworth, there to end his days and be put to rest in the 
same grave as his dear wife (our lamented mothl'r). He went to bed well 
in body, and in two hours and a-ha.If he was at home with his Lord. Mr 
E.T. Davis uommitted his mortal remains to t,he tomb on December 27th, 
1890. The next day beini;i: the Sabbath, Mr. Davis preached a very appro-
priate sermon from Isa. xlvi. 4. S. EVELING. 

[To insure the speedy insertion of memoirs of departed friends in our 
pages, they must be very urieff.y written. Lengthy accounts cannot appear, 
11,s space is too limited to admit of them. We have a number of memoil's 
in hand, the shortest of which shall (D. V.) appear in our next issue.-En). 
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,OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

A TRUMPET BLAST FROM 
AUSTRALIA. 

STRIO'r DAP'rISTRUNDAY-RUHOOL 
Pl!lNROSE-S'l'Rim'l', WALWORTH. ' 
One of the beet meetings in oonneo

tlon with the o.nniverso.ry eervicOA of MY DEAR BR0THF,Jl. WINTERR,-Love, 
the o.bovo school w11s held, through the mercy, o.nd pence be unto you 11nd your 
meroy of God, in the Surrey T11berno.cle readers, from the Lord Jesus. 
on Good l!'rido.y, Mo.rob 27th. As in Inclosed, please find o. draft for £5 
formeryoo.rs, the noble building in Wan- for the o.ged rind honourahle miniaters 
soy-street wo.s 11go.in generously granted who are in need of the things which 11re 
for the oocasion by the pastor o.nd seen, in your fellow•hip in the Lord, 
doo.oons, to whom the committee of the o.nd His precious truth. 
Sunday-school o.re greatly indebted for Our dear aged brother J. Dickson, of 
this favour. Bondi, who sends you this gift as usual, 

A bright, oheerful day, with o. cold is now 87 yc11rs of age, and has been 
searohing east wind, wo.s perho.ps in very ill and in much pain during this 
favour of indoor meetings generally, year. He sends his love to you, and to 
and o. good congregation listened to a the recipients of this expression of his 
most o.ble Gospel sormon by the pastor1 kindness. 
Mr. 0. S. Dalbey. It has been remarkea I have much difficulty in writing 
th11t the sermons preached o.t the To.her- since my affliction, or I should have 
naole a.re like the apostle P:rnl'~ letters complied with your rec1uest for my 
-" weighty o.nd vowerful.'' yve en• photo and a brief outline of my life, 
dorse th11t remark mo8t heartily, o.nd I However here it is:-
pray that in the future the golden !!'ro.in I ' 
of the Gospel mo.y be still more weighty "I am B poor sinner, ancl nothlDR' :it all, 
11nd abundantly bleBsed to the soufa ot' Ancl Jeans Christ is my Bll in all." 
man7- through the life-giving power of We ho.ve been much tried in these 
,the Holy Spirit, As the sermon, to- colonies. Pelagianism, Arminianism 
gethor with tho evening speeches, is to revivo.lism, and o.rmyism have produced 
be printed o.nd published in 1,cr:frn.,o, a concerts, songs, and bazo.ars, and these, 
copy will be forwarded to any friend on with Romanism, h11ve produced infidels 
applico.tion to either of the teachers. by thousands. Our Churches generally 

Teo. was comforto.bly served by ever- are ho.If empty, our streets a.re ho.If full 
willing assistants at five o'clock~ of of drunken blo.sphemers, so is the Po.r
which between throe hundred o.nd tour lio.ment, 80 are the tro.ms and plo.ces of 
hundred po.1·took, o.fter which o. public amusement on the Lord's-dayJ...o.nd we 
meeting wo.s held, presided over by the have a Bill now before our House to 
Ruperintendent of the schooli Mr. John eeoularise tho.t d11y. 
Piggott. A good o.udience istened to 
the· speeches of the sevoro.l ministers The blaspheming infidels o.nd Ro
and brethren who were present on the mo.nists ho. ve just oo.rried in1 with shouts 
ocoo.eion. The report we.a furnished by of triumph1 two elections .nere, one in 
Mr. John Green, the secreto.ry, and the oity ana one in the country. Our 

-although not 11uite so encouraging o.s it awful strikes arose out of the same two 
has sometimes been, the committee twin brothers, Roman Catholics and 
nevertheless have reason to be thankful infidel blo.sphemers. These ole11ve to
for much help tho.t ho.a been afforded gather with o.n infra-natural combina
through kind h 11nds and hearts, and tion, for they a.re both alike of their 
hope tho.t in the yeo.r of labour just en• fo.ther the devil, and the works of their 
tered uvon God's blessing mo.y be oon- fo.ther they will do. Idolatry, lying, 

· 1 k d 'f ·t b H' ·11 At and murder are his works, 11nd these it~0~~!1a~Ktti~e°th~ s~ho~l t: ~ g~eo.t works his children of Jezebel and the 
need of lo.dy teo.ohers1 especially those scarlet harl!'t are always doing. 
who oould attend in the morning .from Fullerism bego.n this down-gmde. I 
9,80 till 10,46. M11y God incline the have not known one of Mr. Spurgeon's 
hearts of some of His handm11idens to ministers stop where he does, They go 
take this mo.tter in ho.nd. on down lower to Pelagianism. Wesley-

After a sveech by the ohairman, the ianism, Armini11nism, and do not stop 
meeting wo.s addressed by Messrs. Mit- there. They go on lower down still to 
ohell, Me11d, Styles, Bush, o.nd the pas- drums o.nd roaring brass bands. The 
tor, and o.mongst those on the platform vulgar go this wo.y, 11nd the volite to 
were brethren Albert Boulden, 'l'hom11s Romish High Churoh. As these go 
Green, 'l'. Cnrr, Arnold Boulden, R, down, they leave behind th~m ho.lf 
H. Do.vey John Green, W. Wakely, R. empty Chur0hes. Thest1 11re sought to 
Stockwell, G. Holmos, and others. 'rho be fillod with funny lectures, concert~, 
o.ddres~es wern a)Jpropriate to the bazaars, &o., which they cnll "working 
00011sion. 'l'he meeting closed with uv the oouse." Now they weep over the 
4!inging the Doxology and prayer by tale of tragedy, and then they la.ugh at 
Mr, Dolboy. R. S. the funny story told, until they also oall 
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it e. religious farce, e.nd down they go to 
Rome or socialism. Those who love 
High Churchism soon go down to Ro
manism, and leave their Churches un
peopl<'d or occupied by persons in night
gowns, and other man-drapery, with 
candles &c. Our modern pulpits and par
sons appear in a Protesta.nt garb, and by 
their cavilling at God's book have be
gotten this down-grade host. 

The parents of this host of socialistic 
blasphemers are now horr/fi_ed _at their 
own offspring, and are petit10nmg Par
liament to save their day of rest from 
the spoliation of their own progeny. 

These yells of damnation which are 
npon us ha.ve awoke some of your 
Engli~h editors of late, I am glad to 
see. Your writers and preachers will 
soon have "a guilty silence" to answer 
for. When did the Son of God, or His 
prophets before Him, or His apostles 
e.fter Him. fail to cry aloud against 
these dumb gods and these heresies 
around them? A. good shepherd both 
holds the sheep and strikes thedogwith 
his crook. What is this cant? " Oh, we 
must feed the sheep, and let the dogs 
alone." It is false. God never sent such 
men. Such are traitors to God and His 
saints. 

In fervent love to you and your godly 
readers, I remain, 

Yours very truly in the Lord, 
DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 

Sydney, Dec, 16, 1890. 
[We most sincerely thank you, ~ear 

brother A.Hen, for all your expressions 
of kindness to us, and trust the Lord 
may spa.re you many years ye~ as a noble 
defender of the truth in His Church. 
From your trene:ha.nt ~et1!er we find you 
are one with us m behevmg that strong 
diseases require strong remedies. We 
tender to you our hearty thanks likewise 
to our loving and generou~-hea.rt~d 
brother, J. Dickson, of Brondi, for his 
timely donation of £5 for our Poon 
MINI8TERS' RELIEF FUND. We have 
distributed it to a l.a.r!l"e number of poor, 
e.ged and infirm mmisters of truth, 
whidh according to their respective 
letter; of acknowledgment, they highly 
apprecia.ted.-ED.] 

PROTESTANTISM VERSUS 
POPERY. 

To the Editor of tlw" E. V. ~ G. H." 

DEAR MR. WINTERs,-May I be per
mitted by lour kindness to draw the 
attention o your readers to the follow
ing extract taken from the IJaily 
<Jhronicle of Monday, February 23rd, 
18111:-

" It now appears that petitions signed 
by 107,381 persons were presentedaga.i~st 
ihe Religious Disabilities Removal Bill. 
Few would have imagined that the feel
ing aga.inat the measure was so strong." 

It is a source of great enoouragemen• 
to know that so many signatures were 
obtained in so short a time as a protest 
against this mischievous Bill. By the 
above extract it will be seen that the 
petitions are viewed by the dailr press 
in no insignificant manner, This suo
cess, by God's blessing on our labours, 
ought indeed to stir us up to renewed 
zeal and vigour\ should this evil measure 
again appear oefore Parliament at a. 
future date, and to set us upon our 
watch-tower to see that no further con
cessions are made to Roman Catholics 
by any Government in this our Protes
tant country. 

I feel sure, dear sir, that you will 
agree with me that it is no time for 
Protestants and true Christians to fall 
asleep seeing that the enemies of truth 
are so lively and strong, but let us rather 
be up and doing, and show by word and 
deed Protestantism is not a thing of the 
past only, but a living power in Eng
land, aud especially amon!l"st those wlio 
hold the grand Bible dcctrme of free and 
sovereign grace. 

May I be allowed to suggest to the 
readers of the E. V. & G. H. that in 
order to help to stem the tide of error, 
superstition, and sacerdotalism, and to 
guard well, as God shall enable us, our 
civil and religious freedom, they cannot 
do better than uphold and support our 
two noble Protestant societies-i.e., "The 
Protestant Alliance" an:i" The Calvin
istic Protestant Union." A little help is 
worth a lot of pity," and I shall be only 
too pleased to receive subscriptions or 
donations for either of these societies, 
and will see that the same are duly for
warded to the society mentioned by the 
sender, and properly acknowledged. 

I would also be pleased to forward to 
any address in the United Kingdom 
some fresh, important, and valuable 
books and tracts upon the Protestant 
question upon receipt of 4 or 6 stamps, 
or more, according to requirements, 

Let us not forget to call upon our 
covenant God in prayer for His favour 
and blessing still to be continued to us 
as a nation, and that our dear children 
may in days that are yet to come enjoy 
the same glorious privileges which we 
enjoy to-day, and which have been 
handed down to us by our noble fore
fathers who counted not their lives 
dear fo~ the truth's sa.ke; but let us also 
watch and work, and use eyery m~ns 
in our power to secure this, knowmg 
that the Lord is pleased ofttimes to 
accomplish Ria wise designs by the 
efforts of His true and faithful witnesses 
in the earth and while this honour is 
laid upon Js as His servants, to Him 
would we desire to a.scribe all the power, 
glory, and praise. 

7 W e~tbonrne-terraco, Chiswick, 
, London, W, 

E. FBO?tlOW. 
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THE LATE WILLIAM HAZELTON I BERKHAMSTED (BEULAH.)-Two 
AND THE NATIONAL HOSPITAL. I sermons were prea?hed here on Easter 

. Monday by Mr. Sc1uirrell, of London; in 
DEAR MR. WINTERs,-Referrmg to the afternoon from Isa. !xvi. rn. After 

-th!l 9-eath of our late belove1 brother which about 80 friends partook of tea. 
";1lliam Hazelton. The writer ooou- In the evening tbe text was Rev. i. 4. 
pied the very bed that our late bro~her The chapel was full both times, and the 
·filled, ~hen he _first ?ame to the hospital, discourses were listened to with rapt 
and to was with ~11;1oere reg_r~t. that I attention, for Mr. Squirrell was most 
was refused the pr1v1lege of v1.s1~ulg o~r earnest and loving in his discourse. We 
brother, b_ut th~ house phys101ans did do hope the b!Jssing of the Lord will be 
not deem 1t adv1rnble. realised in bringing souls to the know-

Our departed brother wus muoh re- ledge of the truth as it is in Jesus.-Z. 
speoted by all who knew him in the 
hospital, and morning and evening there 
were many inquiries as to his condition, 
,and his death east quite a gloom over 
the hospital ; but no one here, I think, 
felt the loss more keenly than his de
voted nurse (Scott). One and all speak 
in the highest terms of her devotion and 
sympathy. There was no nurse like her 
in our brother's eyes, and she was the 
-greatest comfort to him in his suffer
mgs, and his death was quite a blow to 
her. She tells me that he was exceed
ingly patient under suffering, and it 
was a joy to her to give up many hours 
of the time when she should have been 
off duty, to attend to his wants. 

His favourite hymn was "Jesus, lover 
of my soul," and he would often ask 
that that might be read or sung. He 
had a strong desire to recover. if h@ could 
again proclaim the blessed news of sal
vation by grace; this seemed his chief 
desire. He often spake of the love of 
his dear brethren and sisters at College 
Park. He would say, "I don't know 
why they love me so. I don't see what 
there is in me to merit suoh love." What 
a mighty tie is that that binds the 
hear~s of the Lord's people together. 
Our late brother's influence and words 
will doubtless follow him in this hos
pita~, and eternity alone, perhape, reveal 
Gods purpose of love and mercy in 
sending- him here, as well as the writer. 

Yours affectionately in Jesus, 
ERNEST E. GRAY, Deacon, Gurney

road Baptist Chapel, Stratford. 
Operation Ward. Nation::,,! Hospital, 

Bloomsbury, W.C., Feb. 2, 18Ul. 

MAIDSTONE (PROVIDEKCE).-Very 
encouraging services were held in the 
above sanctuary, Mote-road, on Easter 
Monday IMarch 30th, when Mr. J. H. 
Lynn, of New Cross, preached two excel
lent sermons to good congregations. 
Our brother was greatly helped in his 
works, and the services much enjoyed 
by the friends gathered. About 100 
friends sat down to tea, which was 
manag·ed by the ladv friends. Friends 
from Chatham, t:;nodland, Ryarsh, and 
other Churches paid us a visit on the 
occasion, their presence being cheering 
and encoura!l'ing, and much appreciated. 
IY!i,,y the divme blessing follow the ser
v1ces.-W. J.D. 

MIDDLESBROUGH (PR0VIDE:'.'!CE.) 
-On Thursday, March 5th, a solemn 
and interesting cexemon y was performed 
in connection with this cause of truth. 
Memorial stones were laid in the build
ing by Mr. John F. Thompson, of West 
Hartlepool, and Mr. Chas. E. Haggerty, 
of North Ormesby, Middlesbrough. An 
address was delivered by Mr. S. Little
ton, of Sunderland, and prayer was 
offered by brethren Oliver and Hume. 
Sums were laid upon the stones amount
ing to £30. after a tea meeting in 
the Co-operative Hall, Mr_ Littleton 
preached an encouraging and Christ
exalting sermon, which brought to a 
happy termination a memorable day in 
the history of this little cause. To God 
be all the praise. Upwards of £32 was 
in all collected. A considerable sum is 
yet needed, and an urgent appeal is now 
made to enable us to free the place from 
debt. Kindly send to Chas. E. Haggerty, 
Oakfield Villa, North Ormes by, Middles
brough. 

STRATFORD, GUR~EY-RO.A.D. -
MR. W. WINTERS,--Dear Brother,-! 
am thankful to be able to inform vou 
that the cause at Gurney-road is still 
prospering, and God is bl.issing His 
word to the ingathering of souls. We 
heard our good brother W. Gill on the 
8th with gladne,s, and also brother 
Debnam on Lord's-day last (March 
22) with profit and pleasure. We con
tinue to pray for an under shepherd, 
and believe he will be sent us at the 
right time, The Lord bless and prosper 
you in your work to His own praise. So 
desires, yours in Him, J. H. RIDER, g_ 
Latimer-road, Forest-gate. 

:N'OTTING-HILL-GATE (BETHESDA.) 
-The 17th anniversary of the Sunday
school was held on Sunday and Tuesday. 
March 15 and 17, 1891. Two sermons 
were preached by the p::,,stor, 3-Ir. G. 
Herring, morning at 11, and evening at 
6.30, and on Tuesday, notwithstanding 
the wet weather, a good company of 
friends sat down to tea with the 
teachers and scholars. After which a 
public meeting was held, the pastor in 
the chair, when an encouraging report 
was read, special hymns sung, and ad
dresses and recitations given by the 
teachers and scholars, One very inte-
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resting feature in the meeting was the 
presentation of a handsome marble 
clock to our dear superintendent, 
brother Spire. as a token of love and 
affection from the tefl.chers and scholars: 
who. in accepting, it said that words 
utterly failed him to express his feel
ings in the matter. He felt quite over
come, it being entirely a surprise to 
him. He should always value it, not 
only for its intrinsic worth, but for the 
love which he knew had prompted this 
kind act. God bless our beloved 
brother. and spare his life long to labour 
amongst us. and to our kind and 
gracious God we desire to ascribe all the 
praise and glory now and ever. Amen. 
-H. A. 

CLAP HA 'If. - COURLAND GROVE,··
Ji:::RILEE SERl"ICES. - This cause of 
truth. founded by the late Mr. Samuel 
Ponsford, held the fiftieth anniversary 
of the opening of the chapel on Good 
Friday last, March 2ith. In anticipa
tion of the day the building had been 
thoroughly cleaned and renovated. and 
presented a very bright and fresh ap
pearance. Mr. W. J. Styles preached in 
the morning to a full congregation, his 
remarks being based upon Matt. xxvii. 
:14; and were much enjoyed. In the 
afternoon Mr. John Box preached, from 
Le,. xxv. 10, a sermon full of glorious 
truths. and well enited to the occasion, 
A good number of friends partook of 
tea; and at the public meeting in the 
e,ening our good friend Mr. W. Kemp
son presided, and expressed his great 
pleasure in meetwg the friends at Cour
land-grove again, especially on this very 
special occasion. He read Eccles. iii., 
and spoke of the mercy that had been 
shown to the Church during the fifty 
years it had wor~hipped in that place. 
Mr. Rnnnecklesinvoked the Divine pre
sence and blessing; after which our good 
friend Mr. S. T. Belcher gave an earnest 
and practical address from 1 John iv, 
17, and referred to the fact that he 
preached his first sermon here, and the 
fri~ndship that was commenced then had 
grown stronger and stronger since. The 
chairman then called on Mr. A. Vine, 
the secretary, to make a statement rela
tive to the financial position of the 
Church. In the course of a few remarks 
he stated that in view of the approach
ing Jubilee it had been considered ad
visable that the chapel should be reno
vated, and that an effort should be made 
to clear off the small balance of £25 
remaining on the mortgage account. 
The repairs would cost another £25, and 
to start upon a second fifty years free of 
debt or encumbrance it would necessi
tate £,j(J being forthcoming at once. ;In 
answer to an appeal made by the deacons 
the sum of £:13 had been raiserl. includ
ing the amounts collected at theinorning 
and afternoon services. He mentioned 
that several promises had been made 

conditional upon the whole sum being· 
forthcoming that evening, and eat·nestly 
pleaded that such an opportunity might 
not be lo8t, While singing a hymn the 
collection was taken, and the amount, 
together with promises. was made up to 
£47 12~. 6d.; and as other friends (in
cluding the chairman) promised help if 
needed, the amount may be considered 
as completed and a double jubilee en
joyed. Much interest was shown bythe
chairman ~hibiting a bill announcing 
the opening of the chapel oil years ago,. 
when sermons w&e delivered by Messrs. 
Ja mes Wells, George Francis, and Frede
rick Silver. The bill was kindly lent 
by Mr. Stonell, a former deacon, and 
will be preserved as a memento of both 
days. Mr.Crook, of Lewisham, followed 
with an excellent address based upon 
Psa- 1. 2. Mr. Kempston being obliged 
to leave early, Mr. Belcher took his 
place in the chair. Mr. Thomson, who 
is now our neighbour at Clapham 
Junction, gave some practical thoughts 
upon "Prosperity," and advised, as a 
special means thereto, that thereshould 
be ( 1) a strict adherence to the law 
and the testimony, (2) a spirit of real 
prayer in the Church ; and warned the
Church against adopting the prevailing 
systems of the day, which are thought 
to be so necessary for religious life and 
prosperity. He recommended hearty 
congrelfational singing as a means of 
attract10n, and spoke in kindly terms ot 
the service of praise as conducted here. 
Mr. Tooke, sen, our neighbour at Bed
ford-road, who is always welcome here,. 
next followed with a stirring address 
upon Psa. lxxiii. 28. Mr. Vincent 
offered a few remarks upon Rev. i. 5. 6, 
expressing a hope that all who joined in 
that jubilee would also be united to join 
in that great victory song. Mr. Belcher 
pronounced the benediction, and thus 
ended one of the best an.niversary days 
ever seen at Courland-grove.-ALPHA. 

LOCKWOOD (HUDDERSFIELD). -
RE-OPENING OF REHOBOTH PARTICU• 
LAR BAPTIST CHAPEL -Reho both, as 
many of your readers may remember, 
was the place where the late esteemed 
servant of Christ, W. Crowther, Esq., of 
Gommersell, laboured for many years. 
There are still many living, both here 
and at Slaithwaite, who affectionately 
cherish his name. Those who knew the 
interior arrangements of the chapel will 
have a vivid recollection of the uncom
fortable pews. These have been taken 
away and the whole of the interior 
recon~tructed; and open pitch-pine seats 
of modern pattern put in their place, 
together with a j?allery for organ, choir, 
and scholars. These extensive altera
tions have incurred an outlay of £890, 
including £150 for the new organ. On 
Saturday, March 21st, 1891, the re
opening services were held, commencing 
at ~ o'clock, when Pastor D. Smith, of 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 1fi7 

Bilston,preached anappropriate sermon, 
taking for his text Ezek. x!iii. 10, 11 · 
after which a goodly number adjourned 
to the school and partook of a very sub
stantial tea. A public meeting, held in 
the chapel, presided over by Pastor T. 
Janes, of Slaithwaite, who read Psalm 
lxxxiv., after which Mr. G. Brown, of 
Morley, offered earnest prayer. :rne 
chairman in opening the meeting said 
he most heartily congratulated the 
friends at Rehoboth on the noble work 
they had accomplished in the re-con
struction and entire renovation of their 
chapel ; and mmit firmly did he be
lieve that their covenant-keeping God 
was worthy of the very best house that 
could be provided for the worship of 
His adorable name. Mr. W. Brundish, 
of Manchester, followed with an encou
raging address on " '.!.'he house of God, 
the centre of teaching for the people." 
He beg-an by answering the important 
question. What was the house of God? 
He replied that it was the place where 
the Divine presence was realized, 
whether in a building- or in no building; 
illustrating his subJect by many wor
thies both from Old and New Testa
ment, .Mr. W. B. Suttle, of Manchester, 
was the next speaker, who gave a 
stirring, spiritual address on "Christ 
the ex:1mple of His disciples, and that 
His disciples should be an example to 
all men." Most clearly and graphically 
he pointed out how the great Teacher 
was worthy of bein~ copied in all con
ditions of life and circumstances. Mr. 
W. Beacher, of Leeds, also gave us a 
spiritual and deeply interesting address 
on "The Gospel of good news to poor 
sinners." Our friend waxed warm in 
speaking of "the good news" and "glad 
tidings" brought to poor, empty, and 
helpless sinners by the precious Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, especially the ex
perimental enjoyments of the Divine 
blessings he had received from the 
inexhaustible fulness of the Gospel 
of the grace of God. Mr. D. Smith 
brought up the rear with an address 
upon "The power of the Word," which 
he presented in several aspects, noting 
chiefly its powerful effects upon the 
heart in transforming the life of the 
recipients of the Divine Word, for it was 
still ·'the power of God unto salvation." 
Special hymns and anthems were well 
rendered by the choir, to the satisfaction 
of all present. The usual votes of thanks 
were proposed and unanimously carried. 
The pronouncing of the Benediction 
brought one cf the best meetings ever 
held to a close. On the following day 
(22nd) Mr. Smith conducted the morn
ing servic1;i Mr. Suttle afternoon and 
evening. un Monday, 23rd, pastor 0. 
S. Dalbey, of London, officiated, and 
gave an exposition of John v .1-9. On 
the following Lord's-day (29th) pastor 
T. Jones occupied the pulpit, conducting 
three services in continuation of the 

re-opening. The whole of the services 
were well attended from first to last A 
collection was made at the close of each 
amounting to nearly £~(), thus leaving 
a debt of ahout £4<J0. Our friends have 
worked well, given liberally, and they 
richly deserve the generou8 su p1,ort of 
all who may he disposed to help them. 
Contributions sent to l\Ir. Thos. Sha~, 
48, Orange - terrace, Huddersfielrl, will 
be thankfully received.-A. DOG LOS. 

BETHNAL GREEN.-It was a plea
sure to behold so many children and 
friends gathered on the occasion of the 
Sunday-school anniversary at "Hope,'' 
on Tuesday, March 31- The children 
sang nicely, and good addresses were 
delivered by brethren R. E. Sears, J. E. 
Elsey, I. R. Wakelin, and J. Copeland, 
the pastor. Brother Peacock very ably 
presided, and the teachers were en
couraged to press on in their labour of 
love.-J. W. B. 

CAMDEN TOWN.-The seventh anni
versary of brother Burbridge' s pa~torate 
was held on Easter Monday, March 30th. 
The cause here, we rejoice to say, is in 
a prosperous condition: the word is 
blessed, the people are united and happy, 
and congregations excellent. To God 
be all the praise. On this occasion 
(through the affliction of oucr devoted 
brother Wintere, which prevented his 
being present, and who has preached 
the sermon for years past), good brother 
Dalbey occupied the pulpit, and de
livered a sweetly experimental and 
soul-comforting discourse from Psa. 
lxxxvi. l, 2. Tea was served to 18L' 
friends, and at the evening meeting the 
pastor presided, who. in his usual hearty 
way, gave the friends a cheerful wel
come. The lease of the present build
ing has more than expired, and the 
Church failing to procure another 
chapel, are compelled to build one: a site 
is procured, and arrangements are made 
for commencing to build at once; the 
friends have acted carefully and 
cautiously; the Lord has blessed their 
endeavours thus far, and they hope to 
meet in the new building about October 
next; two memorial stones will (D.Y.) 
be laid early in May. The cost of the 
new sanctuary will be about £1,."\00, in
cluding a spacious school-room. Mr. 
Frankcom, the secretary, said they had 
already collected about £600, and felt 
they had much to be thankful for. The 
chapel on this occasion, as usual, was 
filled in every part. Brethren Wood
row, Osmond. G. Palmer, Howard, 
Wise, W. Harris, J. W. Banks, and others 
took part in the interesting services. A 
resolution, expressive of sympathy with 
brother William Winters in his afflic
tion, accompanied with the fervent 
prayer that he may be speedily restored 
to health and his labour among- the 
Churches and editorial duties, moved by 
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brother W. Harris, and seconded by .J. W. 
Bitnks, was unanimously adopted. 
·· Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow'' brought the happy services to a 
close.-J. W. B. 

FOREST GATE. - Special services 
were held at Claremont House, Wood
ford-road, on Friday, March 27th. In 
the afternoon Mr. Woodrow discoursed 
on Matt. xxvii. 46. The dear man was 
,extraordinarily favoured on the occa
sion. A goodly number satdown to tea. 
At 6.:~o the evening meeting commenced, 
brother Geo. Crouch, a deacon from 
-Gurney-road, takii:.g the chair. Brother 
Longley ea.rnestly sought the divine 
blessing. Then the chairman made a 
few remarks spiritual and to the point. 
Brother Woodrow gave a few thoughts 
-0n Acts ii. 28. Brother Wyard dwelt 
thoughtfully on Rom. iv. 25. Brother 
Markham gave us a warm-hearted 
speech on Rom. v. 9, which was fol
lowed by brother Buttery on 1 Pet, i. 11. 
"The pastor dwelt on the unspeakable 
gift (2 Cor. ix. 13). Our chairman very 
ably conducted the meeting, exhorting 
us to get a chapel in a good position as 
soon as possible The meetings were 
indeed a spiritual repast to many 
hungry souls. Oongregationswere good, 
.and our rooms were quite full. "Praise 
-God from whom all blessings flow."
GEo. PAYNTER. 

DONCASTER. - CROWLE.-On Sun
-day, March 29th, a special sermon was 
preached in the evening by Mr. W. 
Rowton-Parker, pastor, the subject 
being •· Believer's Baptism as practised 
by the Apostles of Christ in the Early 
Church;" and the text, "One Lord, One 
Faith, One Baptism" (Eph. iv. 5). The 
closest possible attention was given to 
the discourse throughout by the crowded 
-congregation. After the sermon a hymn 
was sung, and the pastor baptized (by 
immersion), in the presence of the whole 
.assembly, four candidates; one of them 
being from another section of the 
Ch:rictian Church, who, for conscience 
sake desired bar,tism according to this 
scriptur..tl method. On Wednesday, 
April 1st, the senior Bible Class con
nected with this Church, atd so long 
conducted by Mrs. Jones, met for their 
annual tea. The class mustered in 
large numbers, and in the evening a 
social meetino- was held in the school
room. Mr. George Sinclair, superin
tendent of the Sunday-school, presided. 
Pastor W. Rowton-Parker gave an ad
dress on the spiritual intentions and 
purpose of the class, and commending 
the prayerful consideration of the 
lessons, &c. After this several young 
men, members of the class, spoke of the 
good which, under God, they had them
selves received spiritually from the les
sons given. A profitable season was 
spent. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
FAMINE IN SOUTHERN INDIA A'.\D 

CEYLON, 
This mission is apostolic, both in 

doctrine and in method. It main
tains and disseminates the ~riuoi ples of 
free graoe, and is " strict ' in its ad
herence to New Testament Church 
order. It thus occupies high vantage 
ground-the Bible alone, without tradi
tion or human invention, being its only 
standard of appeal. That God should 
have raised up m those distant lands so 
many faithful labourers who hold these 
distinguishing sentiments, is matter for 
devout thankfulness. Most of its agents 
are natives, speaking the languages of 
the people among whom they labour 
familiar with their superstitions and 
habits of thought and life, having 
themselves been delivered from heathen 
darkness, and brought into the marvel
lous light of the Gospel. 

In many districts the inhabitants
chiefly agriculturists-are of the poorest 
class. The villages, whose names are so 
difficult to pronounce, consist of but a 
few huts, with perhaps a rou[hly built 
heathen temple, and a "well, ' or reser
voir, which receives its supply from 
the clouds in the rainy season or "mon
soons." 

During the latter part of last year and 
the commencement of the present, the 
usual rains have, however, been with
held, and the result can be better 
imagined than described. The rice 
crops-the chief dependence of these 
poor creatures-are almost an entire 
failure. Water even for drinking is 
very scarce, and food has risen to famine 
prices; besides which, various epidemic 
diseases, such as cholera, fever, small
pox, &c., abound. 

The native preachers and teachers re
ceive but very small salaries, only just 
sufficient for their maintenance under 
favourable circumstances; they them
selves greatly need assistance at such a 
crisis as the present1 and cannot, there
fore, respond practically to the loud 
calls upon their Christian sympathy, 
unless furnished with the means. 

The ordinary expenditure of the mis
sion is already far beyond its income
indeed, the extension of its work is being 
constantly impeded almost everywhere 
for want of funds. Hence the com
mittee have adopted this method of 
making known the urgent need of 
those who are not only fellow creatures 
but fellow subjects, and not only fellow 
subjects but many (!f_ them. fellow 
Clwistians-" fellow citizens with the 
saints and of the household of God;" 
feelin"' assured that a cheerful response, 
howevber small, will prove a blessmg to 
both the giver and the receiver, and 
meet the approval of Him who has said: 
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these My brethren, ye 
have done it unto 31:e." 
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Donations will be thankfully received 
and acknowledged by 11ither of the 
honorary secretaries, ,Josiah Briscoe, 58, 
Grosvenor-road, Highbury-new-park,N ; 
I. R. Wakelinil:l, Robert-street, Hamp
stoad-road, N. w. 

RISH Arm LES, SUFFOLK.-Services 
were held in the above-named place of 
worship on Good Friday, March 27th. A 
rnrmon was preached in the afternoon 
from the words, "He careth for you;' a 
fact o.11 heaven-born pilgrims love to 
hear. A public tea followed. In the 
evening a public meeting was held, ably 
presided over by Mr. G. Harris (pastor). 
Heartfelt prayers were offered, spiritu
ally stimulating addresses were delivered 
by brethren Ling (Occold), Rush, Taylor, 
and Colson (Stoli:e Ash). These happy 
services were brought to a close by sing
ing and prayer by Mr. G. Harris. We 
returned home, cheered and stimulated. 
May the Lord add His blessing. So 
prays-P. BARBELL. 

MARYLEBONE.-MOUNT ZION, HJLL 
STREET, DORSET SQU.A.RE.-The sixty
fourth anniversary of the opening of the 
above chapel was held on Good Friday. 
Large congregations encouraged us to 
feel that days of pro~perity and blessing 
are to be enjoyed by us as a people. Our 
brother E . .Mitchell was greatly helped 
to preach a Christ-extolling sermon in 
the afternoon, and the pastor,, W. K. 
Sq uirrell, was, in the evening, enabled to 
sound forth the " everlasting Gospel." 
Altogether it was a day for which we 
"thank God and take courage." 

SERVICES OF SONG NOT SERVICES 
OF PRAISE. 

DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,-! have 
hitherto avoided appearing in print, but 
I feel that silence on my part now would 
be guilt; hence I write to state my sor
row at seeing advertisements and hearing 
of "Services of Song, &c.," in our 
chapels. Now, I am a great lover of 
music, and a discord is positive pain to 
me, but l do not believe that the Gospel 
is preached in the performance of these 
musical services, and I do not believe, 
nor will I believe, that the Church of 
.Tesus Christ has the right to provide any 
entertainment for itself, or for ·• the 
veople," except the preaching of the 
eross, prayer meetings, &c. Paul deter-
1nined not to know anything but the 
Lord Jesus, and Him crncified; and as 
we profess to be followers of Jesus 
Christ, and claim to be guided hr apos
tolic rule where is the authority for 
these car~al performances .. We are not 
to follew Moses and the Levites, but the 
Lamb of God. Some persons say these 
"services" are 1' praise meetings." .I 
deny it. The choir are intent to do their 
part so as to receive the applause of. the 
«udieuce, and the audiencti are gratified 
or dissatisfied according to the success-

ful or unsuc?essful rendering of the 
selected music; and I fail to see that 
there is any praise ascending to God in 
such services. The souls of the hearers 
are ?Ot brought any nearer to the '>lessed 
Sav10u! ~y th~rn. but the flesh is pleased, 
and this is mistaken for spiritual wor
ship. The Lord save us from these 
worldly things is my earnest prayer. ·· 

T. VIXCE~T. 

NOTTING HILL GATE.-We were 
favoured to unite with tbe good friends 
at Bethesda, on the 7th April in the 
worship of God. The day was s~t apart 
to celebrate the fifth anniversary of 
brother Herring's pastorate and the free
will offerings of the peopl~ were to be 
devoted to painting and cleaning the 
sanctuary. It was a sacred and hallowed 
season; the presence of the Lord was 
realised, as the various speakers were led 
by the Holy Spirit to unfold the glad 
tidings of the glorious Gospel of the 
grace of God. In the afternoon, Mr. 
Mitchell was the preacher, and in the 
evening Mr, C. Wilson presided. Mr. 
Herring, the pastor, said they were, as a 
Church and congregation, pressing on in 
peace; the Lord made His own Word 
savoury and profitable, which united the 
hearts of the people who were loving 
and active in the cause. Brethren 
Beecher, West, Copeland. Mitchell, and 
Harsant gave sweet and unctuous ad
dresses, brother Burrows prayed: the 
people praised with the heart and voice. 
and ga ve1 practical expression of their 
love to" Bethesda" in the shape of a good 
collection (£15). "Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow" and the Bene
diction closed the happy meeting.-
J. W. B. 

WELLINGBOROUGH TABER
NACLE.-TheLord is blessingthecau~e 
here by our dear brother E. Marsh. Nine
teen persons have been added to the 
Church this year, 13 by baptism and six 
from other Churches. God be praised 1 

-ED. 

BOW (MOUNT Zro::-r).-The 22nd anni
versary of the formation of the Church 
was held on Good Friday. Brother 
Holden preached a good Gospel sermon 
on thedeath of Christ. A good company 
partook of tea : brother Barmore, of 
Homerton-row, very ably presided at the 
evening meeting and was very liberal to 
the cause; brethrer. Burbridge. Waite. 
Flory, Simonds, J. Lee, and W. H. Lee. 
pastor,gave most excellentaddresses:col
lections. Pcaise God. If any of the lonrs 
of sovereign grace will helµ us to pay off 
the remaining debt on the chapel we 
shall feel truly thankful, as them is 
£34ii still owing.-W. l::t. LEE, 11, Cado
gan-terrac,·, Victoria P:nk, ::-outh Hack
ney. 
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CL A.PHAM (EBENEZER). -On Tues
day, April 14th, was held the Snnday
scho0l anniYersary, which for many 
years 1,ast had been the occasion of our 
pastor'~ anniversary, ·which hf' no longer 
needs. being "absent from the body and 
present with the Lord." Two sermons 
were preached, that in the afternoon by 
Mr. W. Brown. and in the evening by 
Mr. ,T. Bush. Mr. Brown based his re
marks from Isa. liv. U, which he divided 
as follows : 1st, the children, being 
freeborn, put into the family, clothed in 
the uniform. their provision, &c; 2nd,110w 
they are taught, beginning at the infant 
class and through each standard of ex
perience; and Rrd. their peace. Mr. 
Bnsh followed him in the same chapter, 
ver. 10, --For the mountains shall depart, 
.&c.," which he clearly set forth under 
the following heads: 1st, the mountains 
and their departure; 2nd, the contrast, 
., But My kindness shall not depart"; 
·;{rd, the two-fold assurance, "Thus saith 
the Lord that hath mercy on thee." The 
congregations were not quite so good as 
anticipated. Many felt it good to be 
there.-.A.. H. S. 

YATELY (ZOAR, CRICKET-HILL).
The spring meetings were held on Easter 
Monday. Two sermons were preached 
by pastor W. H. Rose, of Reading; in 
the afternoon the subject being, ".A. live 
-0oal" (Isa. vi. 6), and in the evening, 
•· Lydia, whose heart the Lord opened" 
(.A.cts xvi 14). The chapel w:i.s well 
filled on each occasion, a goodly number 
of friends from Reading and Swallow
:fi.eld being present ; and best of all we 
had the conscious presence of our Lord. 
Between the services tea was provided, 
to which about 80 sat down. Our brother 
Stevens for many years pastor of the 
Chnrch,b.as lately resignad the pastorate, 
feeling unable to fulfil the duties of his 
office, but is supplying the pulpit two 
Lord's-days in each month.-W. PRIOR. 

ST. ALBANS.-BETHEL.-The usual 
.gervices were held here on Easter Mon
day, when brother P. Reynolds preached 
two sermons from Isa. =vi. 4, and Mic. 
vii. 19. We were again crowded, both 
afternoon and evening, and the services 
were much enjoyed. It was a real holi
day, for while our bodies were resting, 
our minds were drinking in the blessed 
truths that dropped from the preacher's 
lips, Neighbouring Churches were well 
represented, and a brge p:i.rty from 
Highbury Park came with our brother. 
Collections very good. Praise the Lord, 
-T. VINCENT. 

NORWICH. - ORFORD-HILL, - You 
will, I am sure, be pleased to hear that 
our senior Bible-class,of about 30 mem
bers, continues to steadily increase. 
There is :i. strong bond of unity and 
love existing among us. Some have, in 
the order of di vine providence, left our 

midst and gone to distant countries; but 
a constant correspondence is kept up 
between us, so that we do not lose sight 
of each other, nor, I trust, lose interest 
in each other's welfare. On March 19 a 
tea and social meeting were arranged 
at which about 50 persons were present' 
r,;presenting Mr. G. Pung, pastor, and 
Mrs. Pung; also Mr. and Mrs. Hazell 
(deacon) and the Bible-class, with a few 
of their friends. .A. most enjoyable 
evening was spent, the class having 
arranged an interesting programme of 
readings, original papers, singing, reci
tations, &c. I trust we sha 11 re:i.lise 
that this is but one of many similar 
meetings we may hold, and that Sabbath 
by Sabbath in our little gatherings we 
may have the Spirit's gracious assist
ance. One cheering sight on .A.pril ~nd 
was a dear sister from the class, with 
another from the congregation, putting 
on a public profession of their love and 
attachment to their Lord by following 
Him through the waters of baptism, 
and there are, we feel, others waiting 
on the threshold, and that it cannot be 
lon~ ere they will be constrained to say, 
"Hmder me not, ye much-loved saints, 
for I mu~t go with you." You will thus 
see that our beloved pastor has cheering 
scenes around him, and fresh en
couragements are given him to still 
pursue his work of faith and labour of 
love, which, it is hoped, may be still 
more abundantly blessed to many souls. 
-J. MASKELL (President of Class), 
45, Newmarket-street, Brunswick-road, 
Norwich, 

BUCK~ BERK~ HERT~ AND OXON 
STRivT BAPTIST .A.S.:;OCIATION. 
The half-yearly meeting of this asso

ciation was held on Monday at the 
Baptist Chapel, Walton-street, Ayles
bury. The associationh it should be 
stated, was decided to e formed at a 
meeting held in November, 1889, at Zion 
Chapel, Wycombe, and the inaugural 
meeting took place in May last year. It 
has for its main objects the strer:gthen
ing of weak Churches and the promotion 
of unity among Strict Baptist Churches 
generally within the four counties, 

A business meeting of delegates was 
held in the chapel at half-past one 
o'clock, when Mr. Fuller, the late pastor 
of the chapel, and the president of the 
association for the past year, presided. 
A report was presented by Mr, J. Dulley, 
one of the hon. secretaries, which was 
highly approved, and complimentary 
mention was made of the way in which 
the secretarial duties had been dis
char~ed during the half-year. The 
elect10n of officers was made as follows: 
-President, Mr. J. Marling; vice-pre
sident, Mr. Reid; treasurer, Mr. E. B. 
Lloyd; hon. secretaries, Mr. J. Dulley 
and Mr. E. B. Lloyd; committee, Messrs. 
Ives, Crook, Tilbury, Maunder, Wild, 
Smith, Pearce, Baker, A. Knell, &c. 
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In the afternoon Mr. R. E. Sears 
preached a sound discourse to a good 
congregation upon Peter ii. !l. 

A tea followed, and after six o'clock a 
public meeting. Mr. F. Fuller presided, 
and was supported by the various dele• 
gates and friends. After singing and 
prayer, the chairman made a few ex
plal\atory remarks concernin_g the a~so
oiat1on. It was formed, he sate!, at High 
Wycombe about a twelvemonth before, 
when it was decided that the half-yearly 
meeting should be held at Aylesbury. 
Mr. Fuller then proceeded to read the 
doctrinal rules and principles of the 
association. The main object was "to 
promote the unity, edification, and pros
perity of the Churches, and to devise 
and employ means for extending the 
cause of God in the counties of Bucks, 
Berks, Herts, and Oxon." Delegates 
were to be sent in the following pro por
tion :-From Churches having under ii0 
members, two delegates; 100 to 200 
members, three; 200 and over, four. The 
association's funds were to be devoted to 
the aid of sick and disabled ministers 
or their families; to aid in the establish
ment of preaching stations; and to assist 
·Churches requiring help. The associa
tion, Mr. Fuller continued, had had a 
small beginning, but he hoped it might 
grow and prove a blessing. He then 
called upon Mr. Dulley, the association 
hon. secn,tary, who read his report, 
which detailed the proceedings of the 
half-year. 

Mr. E. B. Lloyd afterwards spoke on 
·"The Church of God; its foundations." 

Mr. A. Knell next spoke on " the 
materials" of the Church. 

Mr. R. E. Sears spoke on the "com
pleteness" of the Church. 

Mr. J. Merling had for his subject the 
"ultimate glory of the Church," 

Mr. Lloyd afterwards tendered the 
thanks of the congregation to Mr. 
F'uller for presiding, and to Mr. Sears 
for preaching. He also, oi. behalf of the 

· committee, thanked the friends at Ayles-
bury for their courteous and hearty 
reception. 

The vote was briefly acknowledged 
by Mr. Fuller and Mr. Sears, and the 
meeting concluded with a hvmn, "On 
Zion's glorious summit stood," and the 
benediction. 

BOW.-l'he second anniversary of the 
Bible-class held by members and friends 
of Mount Zion Strict Baptist Chapel 
was held at 64, Morville-street, on April 
5, when a very able address was de
livered by brother Margerum, of Forest
gate, from the words, " Search the 
Scriptures: they are they that testify 
of Me," which proved a word in season 
to all those who were privileged with 
a hearing ear after which 22 sat down 
to tea, and co~cluded a pleasant after
noon. 'frusting that He who has helped 
us hitherto will help u~ all our journey 

'· through.-A. C. RAYNER. 

HACKNEY.-> n Good Friday the 
,llat anniversary , f the Sabbath-school 
was held at Shal cm Chapel ; a tea for 
adults bein_g well 1 ttended, followed by 
a substantial_ one for the children, tf) 
which they did good justice. At 1;,:J/J 
the evening service commenced, pre
sided over by the pastor, Mr. Henry 
Myerson, assisted by the old superin
tendent, Mr. H. D. Mobbs. Hymns 
were sung, and recitations given alter
nately by the scholars, much to their 
credit, hymns being also rendered during 
the evening by Mr. Mears (conductor) 
and his son, also by Mr. J. A. Stamp, to 
the satisfaction of those present. Thanks 
are due to Miss Banks for her efficient 
aid at the harmonium, and altogether a 
pleasant evening was 3pent. May the 
Lord still bless the school. with its 
scholars and teachers, is the fervent 
desire of-,J. A. S. 

In $emoriam. 
MRS. HoDDY,my dear wife, passed very 

peacefully away on April 8th, 1801, in 
the 79th year of her age, after having 
been afflicted with softening of the brain 
nearly eight years. She was baptized 
many years ago by that eminent servant 
of God, the late Mr. J. Stevens, of Lon
don, and joined the Church under his 
pastoral care. Previous to the loss of 
her intellect, she was an earnest and 
active Christian. seeking the peace and 
prosperity of Zion. She was also an 
affectionate wife. a kind mother, and a 
faithful friend, highly estee!lled by all 
whoknewher. Wemisshermuch, but 
rejoice that she is gone to be with Christ. 
which is far better. The Lord enable m 
to ·be followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises. 
-T. W., Clare, April 10th, 1891. 

Our loved friend, ELIZABETH STI· 
DOLPH, after a short illness. died _on 
Tuesday, March 3rd, 1891. and was m
terred on the 10th at Willesden, our 
dear pastor, Mr. Beecher, officiating-. 
She was a. member at Shouldham-street. 
having been an honourable one for 
about eight years. The writer has 
known her about 30 years. She wa~ 
always the same, very _even tempered. 
and willing to do anythmg for anybody. 
not that she trusted to her works for 
salvation but only to the blood and 
righteou~ness of J~sus Christ. S!~e 
loved her Lord, His Word, and His 
people, and is now-

1' Freed from a world of grief and sin, 
With God etern«lly shut in." 

-E. E. 

In loving memory of Mrs. Luc, 
BRAZELEY (my dear mother). who fell 
asleep in Jesus after nearly 70 rears iu 
the wilderness. She was bwt1zed by 
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the late James Nunn, in old Beulah 
Chapel. Somers-town, 41 years ago, and 
stood an honourable member of the 
Church of Christ ever since, being at 
the time of her death a member at 
Avenue Chapel, Camden-town. She had 
suffered very much for the last four 
years with bronchitis, but was very 
patient through it all. never once being 
heard to murmur or complain. On the 
Monday evening before she died her 
pastor, Mr. R. Burbridge, came to see 
her before he went to the prayer-meet
ing, and he found her in such a happy 
frame of mind that she said, "Give my 
love to all the friends, and tell them 
I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto Him 
against that day," and which she gave 
as the text for her funeral sermon, but 
said, '' Preach I-fim, not rne " On my 
seeing her the night before she died, she 
said, "I've had some good news to-day. 
The doctor says I am dying. .fs not 
that good news? I hope it is true," I 
said, .. There is one comfort for you, to 
know we are following after." ·' Yes " 
she said, '' it is my greatest comfort to 
know that." She had the happy privi
lege at various times of seeing all her 
children and their partners in life pass 
through the ordinance of believers' 
baptism, and who are now members of 
various Chui-cbes. Early in the morn
iug of March :lrd, she said she heard a 
voice saying, ·' Come up higher," which 
call was realised at l.;l5 the same day, 
when, surrounded by all her family, her 
ransomed spirit took its flight to the 
mansions on high.- C. W. B., Wood
green. 

By the departure of THOMAS EALING 
the little Church at U ckfield, Sussex, 
has lost its oldest member and deacon. 
For the long space of 48 years he had 
held honourable membership, and for 
the last 16 years the office of deacon had 
been worthily filled by him. The 
deceased had passed by eight years the 
allotted span of three score and ten, 
and proved the verity of Scripture, in 
that the last years of his lifo were 
labour and sorrow. The grasshopper 
had become a burden, the keepers of the 
house trembled, and the stron(\' men 
failed. The actual date and circum
stance of the conversion of our brother 
are not known, for he was loath to 
speak much of himself concerning 
divine things lest inadvertently the 
glory of God should be hidden. That 
the second birth was with him was a 
fact which his long life and consistent 
walk incontrovertibly proved. None 
could long be in his company without 
marking him as a man posse&sed of 
general knowledge and intelligence 
above the average and especially in 
spiritual matters. His pathway through 
life was a chequered one, and often has 

he been heard to refer to bygone yein 
when left a widower with a family'. 
From the nature of his complaint 
(nervous depression and loss of memory) 
his last days were not so bright and 
glory-tipped as we could have wished 
yet his ~eet were firmly on the rock'. 
One portion of Holy Writ was specially 
blessed to him, and several times he 
emphatically repeated it to the writer 
when visiting him, "In all thy ways 
aoknowledge Him, and He shall direct 
~hY.P!!-ths," laying great stress on the 
1tahc1zed words. Not long before his 
death his minister asked him what was 
his hope for eternity. He replied "My 
only hope is the person and righteous
ness of the Lord Jesus Christ." This 
was the rock that sustained him for 
half a century and supported him in 
the trying hour. His death took place 
on Saturday morning, March 7th and 
on the following Wednesday hi~ re
mains were buried in the chapel yard 
by the pastor (C. Guy), our brother P. 
Reynolds also taking part, he being 
present through an engagement to 
preach in the evening. An " In 
Memoriam " service was held on the 
next Sabbath evening, the sermon being 
based on Rev. xiv. 13.-C. G. 

In loving memory of my dear mother, 
ELIZABETH HERRINGTON, who passed 
peacefully away March 10th, 1891, aged 
84 years. She had been a member of 
the Surrey Tabernacle over thirty years, 
and was last there the first Sunday in 
March. 

"Her hope was built on nothing less 
Than Jesu's blood and righteousness." 

In loving memory of MRS. MARY 
ANN HARRINGTON, of Rattlesden, Suf
folk, who calmly and peacefully fell 
asleep in Jesus, March 19, 1891, aged 82 
years. The deceased was brought to a 
know ledge of the truth late in life 
under the ministry of Mr. Probert, of 
Rattlesden Chapel, and baptized there 
with one of her daughters (who was 
blessed in the same chapel under a ser
mon preached by Mr. R. E. Sears, then 
of Laxfield) on the first Sunday in 
August, 1876. She was a consistent and 
honourable member of the Church, and 
during her last illness, which laAted 
four months, r.o murmur was heard to 
escape her lips, and at the last she evi
dently experienced glimpses of the glory. 
land. A dear grandson, who, while not 
having made any profession, yet was 
doubtless a partaker of the heavenly 
calling, was called to pass suddenly 
through the river a <lay or two before 
her. They were both interred in one 
i:rrave in the chapel ground, March 
24th, Pastor Evans officiating with 
much feeling. " At eventide it was 
light." 



MR. ,JOHN BOX 

(1'£8TO)I. OJ' SOHO B.lPTIST CIIAPBL, liHAFTBSDUJI.Y AVBNUll, w.o.) 



~gristian issuranu. 

ALL who know Christ, and are favoured to hold fellowship with Him, 
value divine faith as a heaven-born gift, and can sing-

" Faith! 'tisa precious grace where'er it is bestowedi 
It boasts of a celestial birth, and is the gift of Goa.'' 

Much is said now-a-days about faith as a duty which every man is said 
to posRess, and may exert at will; but such a faith is not the faith of 
God's elect. The faith that is common to all men is simply a natural 
quality, which can only deal with natural things, and agrees with sense 
and reason; but saving faith, which is possessed by regenerated souls, is 
a holy, God-given principle. It is represented as the hand by which we 
lay hold of the righteousness of Christ for our own justification. 

The ground of spiritual faith is not in the sweetness and appro
priateness of the promises of God, but in the greatness and faithfulness 
of the unchangeable Promiser Himself. Divine faith is the hearty and 
sincere assent and consent of the renewed mind to the belief of the 
existence of God as revealed in the person and redemptive work of Jesus 
Christ. lb is, in brief, the giving credit to the inspired Word of God, 
and relying solely upon His faithfulness and ability to fulfil it. Faith 
admits of degrees-" great faith" and '· little faith;" and he or she who 
possesses only one genuine grain of it has great cause for gratitude, as it 
will develop in time into a large and fruitful tree. There is little-faith 
Christian, who is like a bruised, mire-bound reed, and as the smoking 
flax, all but gone. But the bruised reed shall not be broken, and the 
smoking flax shall not be quenched. 

Assurance of faith.-The principle of true faith can never be lost, 
but the assurance of faith may depart for a time. Those who are blest 
with an assurance of faith are not only safe as regards their eternal 
standing in Christ, but are also happy and comfortable in their souls. 
They have "joy and peace in believing." Faith, therefore, may be real 
enough in itself without the additional blessing of assurance. 

Full assurance of faith is generally attended with great joy, almost 
equal to that above, and such as no soul could 1ong endure this side of 
the Jordan of death. Peter seemed to enjoy a large share of it at the 
transfiguration of Jesus when he said: "Lord, it is good for us to be 
here." .And we too have had foretastes of joy, which have enabled us 
to sing:-

" Sweet the moments, rich in blessing, I Here I'll sit for ever viewing 
Which before the cross I spend; Mercy's streams, in streams of blood; 

Life, and health, and peace possessing Precious drops my soul bedewing. 
From the sinner's dying Friend. Plead and claim my peace with God." 

When we are privileged to ascend the mount of communion with the 
Lord Jesus, and feel our affections drawn out toward Him, then v:e know 
in some measure the reality of assumnce (the very marrow of which lies 
in fellowship with God). Sue~ holy feelings were enjoyed, only in a 
greater degree, by Moses, David, Paul, John, and others. But when we 

VoL. XLVIII. JUNE, 1891. 
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come down into the valley to the business of time things, then the world 
seems darker than before, and we begin to mourn the loss of the sweet
ness of the presence of the Lord, and to say with Hart:-

" More frequent let Thy visits be, or let them longer last; 
I can do nothing without Thee; make haste. my God, make haste." 

One has described assurance of faith as the wedc'ling ring which God 
puts upon faith's finger; and full assurance as the cluster of diamonds. 
which adorns the ring and renders it the more beautiful and valuable. 
If a married lady loses her wedding ring, she may be uneasy till she 
discovers it agaiu, but the loss does not dissolve her rnarriacre tie. 
The graces of the Spirit resemble the mercury in a thermtmeter, 
which will not rise without heat. If the Spirit does not shine upon the 
graces He gives with healing in His bea,ms, there will be no fruit, no 
uphea,ings of joy and praise to God. 

The assurance of understanding. In Paul's Epistle to the Colossians 
(second chapter and second ver:;e) occur the words, "assurance of under
standing,," which mainly imply a firm and settled knowledge of divine 
things through the revelation of the Holy Spirit to the soul. 

An assurance of understanding is often experienced without much 
joy, as in reading or hearing the truth we may know it to be the truth, 
and be firmly fixed upon it; but there may be no dew of the Spirit upon 
it, or sweet realisation of it in the soul. Such an assurance, however, is 
very valuable in trial and persecution, because, being rooted and grounded 
in the truth (like a living tree blown by severe winds may be loosened 
only to take deeper root-hold), we are not moved from our position by 
our worst foes, but are enabled to say with David, when his soul was 
among lions, "My heart i.s fixed, 0 God, my heart is fixed: I will sing 
and give praise" (Psa. lvii. 7), which passage is in harmony with the 
words of the Lord in Isaiah: "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on Thee: b~cause he trusteth in Thee" (Isa. 
xxvi. 3). 

The many beautiful phrases given by the apostle in Col. ii. 2 are 
evidently intended to impress the reader with the great importance of 
the assurance which rests on the Spirit's testimony, and not merely 
the intellect. Paul mentions not only the "understanding," but "the 
full assurance of understanding "; not only this, but " the riches of "; 
and not only this, but "all the riches of the full assurance," &c. In the 
same manner the Thessalbnian Church received the Gospel by Paul
i.e., '' For our Gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance," &c. (1 Thess. i. 5 ). 
There is a great difference between assurance and presumptio11-the 
former is attended with a sweet experimental knowledge of facts, but the 
latter is the effect of ignorance, and results in pride and self-admiration. 

The full assurance of hopP, as expressed in Heb. vi. 11, is a con
fident persuasion that God will give us the full and complete enjoyment 
of all that He has promised us in Obrist Jesus. Hope never looks back, 
but always forward, and expects that which is good. It is founded on 
the promises, relations, and perfections of God, and on the righteous
ness and intercession of Christ. This " hope maketh not ashamed, 
because the love of God is shed abroad in the heart by the Holy 
Ghost." It rests on Christ for all that is good and great, indeed, it 
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is Christ formed in the heart, "the hope of glory.'' He is the only 
good hope recorded in the Bible, the believer's "blessed Hope," "the 
Hope of Israel and the Saviour thereof." 'How sad to live in spiritual 
darkness "without God and without [a good] hope''; yet, all are in 
such a state by nature, and have no relish for divine things. The hope 
of the hypocrite, or carnal professor, is as a spider's web, worse than 
useless (Job viii. 14). Dear reader, what is your hope? If you can 
say from the depth of your soul-

" My hope is built on nothing les8 
Than Jesu's blood and righteousness," &c., 

then thank God, and take courage. Though many high-flying pro
fessors boast of living beyond hope, and spurn those weaklings in faith 
who are tossed and tormented with doubts and fears, yf:t we prefer 
the company of the latter to the former, and believe that a humble 
trust in the mercy of God through the merits of Jesus to be infinitely 
more valuable than all the self-confident boasting of Arminian Phari
sees who despise Sovereign grace, and those who lorn it. 

W. WINTERS, Editor. 
Waltham Abbey, Essex. 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY-No. VI. 
MR. JOHN Box, PASTOR, SoHo, SH.A.FTESBURY-AVENUJ<J. 

[IN deference to the wishes of the trustees of this Magazine, urg€d with fraternal 
kindness, the portrait of the pastor of Soho Baptist Church, Shaftesbury
avenue, appears in this month's issue, a biographical sketch having already 
appeared in vol. xlv. (March, 1876) of the old magazine, GOSPEL HERALD. 
In the place of a repetition of the same, condensed notes are supplied of the 
narrative of the Church's history, given b~ Mr. John Box on the occasicn of 
the centenary celebrations held on the 24th February last.] 

THE pastor, Mr. John Box, prefaced his outline of the history of this 
Church by observing that the consummation of longer or shorter 

periods of time frequently induce the thoughtful to pause for the pur
pose of retrospect and reflection, by which means the mind realises more 
fully the overruling hand of God directing alike the steps of individuals 
and communities. 

With no little interest it was noted that the founding of this community 
of baptized believers in Christ corresponds with the centenary anniversary 
of the first introduction of Baptist interests in the locality of Soho, at 
that time designated "the western parts of the suburbs of London," 
which event transpired in the year 1691, just two centuries since. .A 
few years subsequently to the glorious revolution in 1688, the five 
Churches in the eastern part of London (which constituted one com
munity, and were General Baptists) agreed to countenance the formation 
of a new society at the west end of London for the convenience of many 
members then residing there, hoping thereby to promote the spread of 
truth. The actual formation of this body took place in the autumn of 
1691. Thev met for worship in a room leased to them, situate in the 
upper part of Bow-street. Mr. Piggott was the pastor of the Chnn:b, 
and his teaching, enforcing and defending as it did the disting-uishiug 
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doetrines of grace gave such offence that it was found necessary for him, 
and those who adhered to bis Sc1·iptural tenets, to withdraw, the result 
being tirnt a chapel in Little "Wild-street was rented, and there, until 
1713, he faithfully preached the Gospel and administered the ordinances 
e.s appointed by the Lord. " From its formation, and for a hundred 
years subsequently," says the late worthy Christopher Wollacott, who 
was for many yeal's its pastor, "the practice of strict commm1ion was 
conscientiously maintained." 

It will he interesting to many to learn that, to one Allen Evan, for 
fifty years a member of that Church, belonged the honour of successfully 
resisting one of the oppressive municipal laws of the Corporation of the 
City of London, by which a fine of £600 was exacted from all who, 
being elected to the office of sheriff, refused to serve. Such persons were 
required to qualify themselves by "receiving the sacrament according to 
the rites of the Church of England.'' Wealthy Dissenters being generally 
selected, who, rather than violate conscience, paid this heavy fine, and 
with upwards of £15,000 thus obtained the cost of erecting the Mansion 
House in the City of London was defrayed. 

Dissenters, therefore, regard the official residence of the Chief Magis
trate of the City as a monument to the honour of their forefathers. Mr. 
Allen Evens carried his case through successive courts of justice up to 
the House of Lords, where, in the year 1767, it was finally decided that 
the Act of Toleration protected him from the municipal law on this 
point, and in consequence he was at liberty to object to the validity of 
his election. By this decision a question affecting both the liberty and 
property of Dissenters was for ever set at rest. 

Passing from this very cursory glance at the first page of Baptist 
history in the west end of London, we turn with grateful recognition of 
Divine goodness to the history of this community of baptized believers 
in Christ known as the Baptist Church at Soho. A body of devout men 
and women had with their pastor, Mr. Richard Burnham, migrated in 
the year 1784 from Green-walk (now Church-street), Blackfriars, to this 
neighbourhood, and were found in 1791 worshipping in a small chapel in 
Edward-street, Wardour-street, Soho. Some were baptized persons, others 
unbaptized. In the course of his study of the Word of God, their pastor 
became impressed with the importance of the ordinance of believers' 
baptism as a rite appointed by the Lord Jesus Christ for the observance 
of all His disciples. 

Mr. Burnham declared to his flock his intention to deliver three dis
courses upon the subject, and then resign his office. After carrying his 
purpose into effect, the larger proportion of the mem hers embraced his 
Scriptural teaching, and he himself having been baptized, administered 
the ordinance to them, whereupon they desired him to continue his 
pastoral office, to which he consented, and the body constituted them
selves a Strict Communion Baptist Church, receiving none other than 
baptized believers into their fellowship, the members of the former 
community not baptized consenting to be considered no longer in 
membership. 

Much prosperity attended the Church, many being added to them, 
among whom was John Stevens, who here made his public prof1:ssion of 
faith by baptism. In consequence of the increase with which the Church 
\\as blessed under Mr. Burnham's ministry, better accommodation was 
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needed for the co~gregation, and was obtained in Grafton-street, Soho, 
the Church removrng to that chapel in 1795. Here also Divine power 
attended the Word preached, and much increase follo'i\"ed. Here, too, 
Mr. Jolin Stevens first exercised his gifts before the Church, and waR 
sent out as a minister of the Gospel. The present pastor, Mr. ,J. Box, 
had the privilege of fellowship during the first three years of his 
ministry with Mr. William Lewis, wh:>, in the year 1807, commenced to 
attend with his parents the ministry of Mr. Burnham, and seventeen 
years subsequently, together with his wife, joined the Church, and for 
some years honourably filled the deacon's office. Two of his daughters 
have for many years belonged to the Chnrch ; also three of his grand
daughters were united in the same holy bonds upon our commencing to 
worship in our new freehold chapel, a fourth being now a candidate for 
membership. Instead of the fathers, have these children risen np "to 
call God blessed,'' and maintain our hallowed sympathy with those who 
were the favoured founders of our cause of truth at Soho. Mr. Burnham 
having been called to his eternal rest, October 30th, 1810, after nineteen 
years' faithful service in the pastorate ; an invitation to occupy the 
vacant office was given to Mr. John Stevens, who resigned his pastoral 

. office over the Church at Boston, Lincolnshire, to enter on July, 1811, a 
sphere in which, under Divine blessing, his mental powers shone with so 
great lustre; his extensive gifts exercised both in the pulpit and the 
Press gaining for him renown above many as a faithful servant of the 
Lord. An ever-increasing Church and an overflowing congregation 
rendered necessary removal from Grafton-street, after an occupancy of 
eighteen years, and in 1813 a spacious hall was secured in York-street, 
Piccadilly. Here, during nine years' peaceful progress and extension, 
Mr. Stevens ministered the Word of life, and largely enriched the 
literary wealth of our denomination with his deep and lucid teaching on 
many great themes of Divine revelation. But, alas! the imperfection 
attaching even to godly characters became at this period of the Church's 
history the lamentable occasion of a serious misunderstanding and diller
ence of judgment on a circumstance requiring the exercise of discipline. 
As a consequence ever to be regretted, feelings ran so high that on 
December 15th, 1822, Mr. John Stevens took with him into the pulpit a 
written document, from which he read his resignation of membership 
with the Church, a copy of which will be found in a printed pamphlet 
issued from the Press by himself in 1825, entitled "A Friendly Address 
to the Church under the Pastoral Care of Mr. Comb," in which he says: 
"I do, therefore, hereby withdraw myself from you as a member, and con
sequently as a pastor, so that by this, my voluntary act and deed, I give 
yon into the hand of the Chief Shepherd, to be by Him disposed of as 
shall seem right in His holy wisdom and faithful care concerning you, 
and do further apprize you that you are by this, my act, without a 
pastor, having a free power to elect one for yourselves hereafter as the 
Lord in His good providence may direct." 

Mr. Box, in giving his narrative, explained that his motive in quoting 
at length from this document, was to correct the many mis-statements 
which~had appeared in various reports given in our magazines respecting 
this matter, and an error that had also crept into Mr. Ivimey's "History 
of the Baptists," vol. iv., p. 385, ~·here a Oh~rch snbseqt:entl! formed 
by Mr. Stevens is confounded with that which had, with its office-



180 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

bearers, as a body left York-street. when the event above recorded tran
spired, and occupied a chapel in Lisle-street, Leicester-square. Thus a 
usefnl and prosperous pastorate of eleven years and five months was 
sorrowfully terminated. It may be here observed, a note in Mr. John 
Stevens' private journal, and which appears in the "Memoirs" pub
lished after his decease, page 55, shows that the hall in York-street was 
retained by him, and that on January 5th, 1823, another Church was 
formed, and himself at the request of that Church accepted the 
pastorate, afterwards building the chapel known as " Salem,'' Meard's
court, Soho. 

To return to the narrative of the old Church which was occupying 
the chapel in Lisle-street. In September, 1823, Mr. George Comb, at 
that time pastor of a Church at Horsell, who in his earlier days had been 
powerfully impressed at a baptismal service held by Mr. Burnham, which 
he attended for the purpose of mocking at the sacred ordinance, had 
accepted an invitation to occupy the pulpit, and on February 24th, 1824,. 
was publicly recognised as its third pastor. Mr. Comb's sterling quali
ties as an exponent of the free grace doctrines of the Word of God, his 
solemn and devout manner in the exercise of his spiritual functions as 
a preacher, with his truly affectionate disposition as a pastor, tended, 
under God's blessing, greatly to advance tbe interests of the Church at · 
Soho. The souls of God's cr:ildren were refreshed, saints were edified, 
the bond of union was strong and product~ve of much spiritual good. 
In the year 1826 the Church obtained a lease of Soho Chapel, Oxford
street, and removed to that spot. Nine years subsequently-the year of 
the birth of the present pastor (January, 1835 J-a new chape: was built 
by the Church on the site of the old building at a cost of £1,800, the 
annual ground rent of which was £60. 

During Mr. Comb's pastorate (1839) a Sabbath-school was com
menced, and furnishtd a sphere of useful labour to not a few devoted 
disciples of the Lord. Some of the first labourers are now living, and 
attend our annual o d scholar"' and teachers' meetings. The loving and 
devoted labours of Soho's third pastor were terminated by death, after 
seventeen years' faithful service, on February 20th, 1841. A memoir 
published the same year, contains many of his letters to members and 
friends. A few sketches of his savoury discourses furnish interesting 
testimony to his useful and godly life. 

On February 20th, 1842, Mr. George Wyard received and accepted 
a call to the pastoral office; the recognition services being held oii May 
12th of that year. The faithful ministrations, devoted life, and gentle
manly and affectionate demeanour of Soho's fourth pastor remain 
embalmed in the memory of many who, in the early days of their 
Christian discipleship, were privileged to sit under his sound and Scrip
tural teaching. His pen, too, was often used in inditing annual pastoral 
lettera to the Church. He also published a volume of original poems, 
and savoury comments on portions of Scripture for daily meditation 
issued from the press, proving a spiritual boon to many readers. During 
the period of his much valued service, a room was constructed beneath 
the chapel for the use of the Sunday-school, which had hitherto hired 
accommodation in the locality. In March, 1856, a fourteen years' pas
torate, happily marked by peace and progress, was terminated. to the
deep regret of the Church and congregation, by Mr. George Wyard's 
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resignation. The season of leave r,aki ng v.-as t,he o~ca~ion of sincr•re 
expression of godly respect and hearty affection on hoth side,. 

Mr. ,John Pells received an unanimous ca11 to fill the vacant office on 
October 3rd, 1858. The beaming countenance of this good and o-racious 
servant of Christ sufficiently indicated to all who knew him his'° ardent 
and earnest spirit as a minister of the Gospel of the grace of God. 
Blessed with a ready and pleasing delivery, his discourses on divinely
revealed truth attracted many hearers. The congregation was lara-ely 
increased, and during his ministry many young persons who fo~nd 
employment in the locality of Soho were added to the Chnrch. Mr. 
Pelis also earnestly devoted himself to the labour of open-air preaching. 
Soho's fifth pastor endeared himself to his people, and won the esteem 
and regard of his brethren in the ministry, as is proved by their utter
ances on the event of his sudden removal by death, which occurred after 
only a few days' illness, June, 1864, and by which, to tl:ie great grief of 
a loving flock, his pastorate of nearly six years was terminated. 

By the almost unanimous choice of the Church, the pastoral office 
was again filled on October 4th, 1866, and after seven years' occupancy, 
again vacated in August, 1873. The general incidents of this period of 
the Church's history sustain features of not the most cheering character. 
Faithful brethren were, however, constrained to abide together through 
painful and troublous scenes, and eventually the Church was cheered by 
prospects of a spiritually hopeful character. One of the deacons, brother 
Isaac Foster, having, when on a vi,it to Foot's Cray, Kent, heard Mr. 
John Box, who was at that time, alternately with the venerated Philip 
Dickerson, preaching there, suggested that an invitation be sent to him 
to supply the pulpit at Soho Chapel, Oxford-street. This resulted in the 
acceptance of an engagement for Wednesday, December 3rd, 1873, 
others for Lord's-day services following, until an arrangement was con
cluded for probationary service, commencing November 1st, 1874, and 
eventually the acceptance of the pastorate in September, 1875, the recog
nition services being held on Tuesday, November 30, of that year. 

The inestimable boon of faithful and loving service by godly and 
willing Church offic2-bearers, in conjunction with unity of spirit in the 
members, is productive of rich and salutary fruit in Church life, secures 
spiritual prosperity, peace, and joy, and proves a powerful stimulus to 
the pastor in the faithful discharge of the functions of his sacred office. 
These God-given and priceless blessings have happily fallen to the lot of 
the Church at Soho, and its present pastor during the seventeen years of 
his public ministrations to his dearly-loved flock and congregation. 
Many and great changes have marked this period of happy sen·ice, but 
a sincere, mutual regard and affectionate Christian symp:1thy have 
reigned supreme and greatly promoted the important ends of Church life 
and activity, the edification of the body, and the diffusion of Gospel 
light, the progress of the Church, and the success of diligent service in 
its Sabbath-school, and many other useful organisations ha:e under th~se 
happy circumstances been secured. We bless God that while the locality 
is no more what it used to be-residential-from which we might hope 
to draw numerous hearers and preach to large congregations, the 
strength of the Church has, nevertheless, through Divine goodness, been 
maintained sufficiently to support the soc~eties necessary to me_et ~he 
needs of our spiritually dark neighbourhood m the work of e-vangehzat10n 
and friendly sympathy with sickness and poverty. 
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In the year 1884 a door was opened somewhat unexpectedly to obtain 
for ourselves a freehold building with such accommodation as was felt to 
be urgently needed for the successful prosecution of our labours of love. 
The prospect of the future with a rapidly waning lease had often 
occasioned us deep concern ; the certainty of an enormously increased 
rental even for such accommodation as we then possessed seemed to 
preclude the hope of maintaining organised Church life in our old 
locality-the spiritual requiremen•s of which were and would be as great 
as ever. A fund for the purchase of a freehold on the lapse of our lease 
was inaugurated, and by the liberality and zeal of our members and 
friends, steadily augmented,· when the freeholders of the old chapel 
made proposals which issued our sale of the remaining lease to them for 
the sum of £4,600, and our vacating in March, 1885, the old sanctuary 
for temporary occupation of a spacious hall in Whitfield-street for three 
years. During this period, under the smiles of God, the freehold now 
in our possession was obtained, and our thoroughly substantial and most 
conveniently-arranged and commodious structure reared at the total cost 
of £10,525. The new sanctuary was dedicated to God and opened for public 
worship in February, 1888, and is proving a great boon to the Church. The 
burden of debt is heavy, amounting to £2,000 mortgage at 4 per cent., 
and about £620 loan free of interest, repayable by yearly instalments. 
Our fond hope is the speedy removal of this incubus and hindrance to 
our progress. By Divine help and much encouragement we are labouring 
ourselves to supply, and from the friends of God's cause, to collect the 
sum required to set us free. 

This brief record is designed to show forth the lovingkindness and 
truth of Jehovah and His constant regard for the needs of His people. 
We are still lovingly adhering to the distinguishing doctrines of eternal 
truth and the diligent observance of the ordinances of God's house as 
instituted and appointed for our use by our Lord and His inspired apostles. 
Our trust is in the Lord alone; from Him our help cometh. May He continue 
ever to preserve the Church from the inroads of error and superstition, 
and from conformity to worldly maxims in professed spiritual service, 
and maintain its love to His truth, and our delight in His way, that our 
new sanctuary may for ages prove a Bethel for His pilgrims, and stan_d 
an enduring monument of the loving sympathy evinced towards His 
people here by numerous friends and Churches throughout London and 
the provinces who have so generously helped us to procure our present 
useful abode. 

May, 1891. 
JOHN Box, Pastor. 

CHURCH CATECHISM A.ND D1ssENTERS.-It is reported that in certain 
national schools, a catechism is taught containing some curious questions 
and answers, of which the following are a sample: "Q. Is it very 
dangerous to leave the Church?-A. Yes; and it is also a very grievous 
sin. Q. Is it wrong to join in the worship of Dissenters?-A. Yes; we 
should only attend places of worship in connection with the Chu~ch of 
England." Mr. Summers has brought the matter under the notwe of 
the First Lord of the Treasury, and intends to ask him whether the 
Government will consider the advisability of excluding from t_he benefi~s 
of the Free Education wheme schools where these catechisms are m 
,ogue.-The Daily Ntu·s, May 6, 1891. 
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"EARTH EXCHANGED FOR HEAVEN." 

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT ELIM CHURCH, ON THE OCCA8ION OF THE 

FUNERAL OF BRO. c. L. KEMP, BY F. C. HOLDEN, PASTOR. 

BELOVED FRIENDS,-We are gathered together here to-day to take 
our leave of the mortal remains of one who has been known to many 

of us for a long period of time, and with whom we have walked and 
talked, prayed and sang, both in public and in private. Our brother 
was no ordinary man, he had considerable originality and force of 
character, and was endued with special gifts for public service. Few, if 
any, known to us had greater or more acceptable gifts as a leader in the 
service of praise, and we as a Church and people especially for several 
years enjoyed the advantage of those gifts, which he was ever ready to use 
in the worship and service of God. 

The Lord having in early life called him by His grace, and brought 
him to a knowledge of the trut.h as it is in Jesus, also called him to 
exercise his gifts in the ministry, and this he continued to do more or 
less as long as he possibly could, with what amount of succe~s can never 
be fully known until the last great day. Not a few who are living on the 
earth to-day could testify of the use the Lord made of him to them, and 
some are fallen asleep in Jesus, as he himself has. Our brother is not 
dead, neither is it he who lies before us in that coffin, it is only his 
mortal remains. He liveth before the throne of God, yet there is some
thing saddening to us in the fact that we shall never see that once comely 
and familiar form on earth again; we shall never behold the light of those 
eyes; we shall never feel the grip of that hand; we shall never hear the 
music of that voice; we shall never enjoy the savour and fellowship of 
those prayers again on earth. But that which lifts as it were the 
saddening pall and gilds the sombre surroundings of death and the grave 
is the hope that we shall meet again in heaven. " We sorrow not as 
those without hope." We are met here to-day to show our love to and 
respect for his memory. But we are met here also to worship God, to 
thank Him for raising up and preserving to His Church on earth, for 
so many years, our beloved brother Kemp. We would devoutly thank 
the Lord for all the gifts and grace He bestowed upon him, for keeping 
him firm in and faithful to the doctrines of free and distinguishing 
grace, as well as the ordinances of the Gospel. We would thank our God 
for what He did for him, and in him, and by him, as well as for sustain
ing grace all through his long and trying illness, which enabled him to 
say, in the midst of his sufferings, "It is all right," and gave him, as 
there is: reason to believe, a beatific vision of glory, before he was called 
to possess it. 

May the Lord graciously support and comfort her who is left to feel 
his loss more than any other person can or will, and may He graciously 
prepare us all for the solemn hour and article of death. Again, we are met 
here to-day not only thus to worship God and pay respect to the memory of 
our departed brother, but also to celebrate a victory; our brother has run 
his race and obtained the prize; he has suffered or borne his cross and 
received his crown; he has fought the ,good fight and gained the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Chr~t 

0 



"All grief and pain are left behind, 
And earth exchanged for heaven." 

May we have such a faith's view of the conquest which our Lord 
Jesus Christ has obtained over death, hell, and the grave, that as we 
surround the grave of our brother we may be able to say, with holy 
triumph, "0 ! grave, where is thy victory? 0 ! death, where is thy sting? 
The sting of death is sin, and the st,rength of sin is the law. But thanks be 
unto God, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Amen. 

E LEOTION. 

TO MY DALGHTER, WHOSE MIND IS TROUBLED ON THE DOOTRINE 
OF" ELECTION,-ln the first place it is necessary that we should 

understand the proper import of the word "elect." The common accep
tation of the word is to select, choose, take in preference, &c. Hence, 
if I want to bestow any special favour, I select the party on whom to 
bestow my bounty, whom I take in preference to anyone else, thereby 
elect the party for the reception of the favours I have to bestow. So 
much for the meaning of the word elect. Now, if we turn to Prov. viii. 
22-32, also Isa. xlii. I, 2, 3, and put these two portions of Scripture 
together, we see that the eternal Father elected His Son Jesus Christ for 
a specific purpose, and to perform a specified work. This is the first and 
most important election that ever took place. Hence we find that so 
soon as Jesus Christ came into the world He made use of such language 
as the following: "I came not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him 
that sent Me, and this is the will of Him that sent Me, that of all that 
He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the 
last day" (John vi. 38, 39). This passage, and many others of the same 
import, show conclusively that Christ was elected by His Father for a 
certain purpose, and to perform a certain work, the which He did in 
every particular, as shown by His own statement (John xvii. 4). In 
fact the whole chapter is full of the same testimony, and if further proof 
is wanting we have only to turn to Acts ii. 22-24, Rom. viii. 2-4, 
Rev. i. 5-7, &c. 

But before we can see and appreciate these truths it is necessary that 
we understand and believe from the heart that the eternal Father is 
omniscient-that"is, that He knows all things, past, present, and all future. 
The doctrine of the foreknowledge of God is a necessary and fundamental 
truth being the foundation and starting point of all God's dealings with 
men ~nd the universe at large, and to question it is wicked and dishonour
ing to the eternal " I AM." We next find that the eternal Father not only 
elected and set apart His only Son, but that He elected and chose a 
certain number of Adam's race (whom He saw lost and ruined by Adam's 
transgression) in Christ, and that He should be the propitiation for their 
sins, and for ever deliver them from its consequences (John xvii. 6; 
Eph. i. 11; 2 Tim. i. 9; Titus ii. 14). If we turn to Rom. viii. 28-30 
we see that the same persons whom He predestinates in Chri:;t are the 
same who shall be finally glorified 

It is true we meet with such passages as the following in Holy Writ,. 
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I' iz.: " H c tasted death for every man," and " Who will have all min to 
be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth," and "That He died 
not only for our sins, but for the sins of the whole world," with several 
others of th~ same c_haracte~. But if we, with an unprejudiced mind, 
t:ompare Scripture with Scripture, we shall find harmony in the whole 
and no discrepancies. For instance, it is said that all the world went 
up to Jerusalem to be taxed, which really means that all the people 
being under Romish government went up to be taxed, which, in reality, 
would be perhaps not more than half of the people under Roman 
authority; hence of necessity this word all must be limited and restricted 
to a certain number. And when it is said, "Who will have all men 
to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth," it means that all 
for whnm He died and were given to Him shall be saved aod come to 
the knowledge of the truth. For "He shall see of the travail of his 
soul and be satisfied." · 

If we take the matter in the light of other Scriptures, we shall see 
a beautiful harmony in the whole scheme of redemption, being complete 
in every particular, leaving nothing to chance or uncertainty, of which 
there would be if left to our own fickle and changeable will; but thanks 
to His holy name for the glorious truth that He is of one mind, 
having no shadow of a turning, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 
He says, "Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you." 

Thus I have very briefly given you what I consider to be the truth 
of Scripture on the doctrine of Election. I would say, in conclusion, that 
it is a doctrine full of comfort and consolation to the truly converted 
child of God, but to the mere professor and hypocrite it is a stumbling 
block and a snare (see 1 Peter ii. 8). I hope, therefore, you will not be 
led astray by false teachers or anyone else, but that you will make this 
doctrine a matter of prayerful study, and I shall have no fear of the 
result. Before I close I will call your attention to a wicked and blas
phemous charge brought by those who bold the doctrine of free will, 
namely, that if God knew from eternity who would and should be saved, 
and that He chose some to life and glory, leaving the rest to perish, 
why doth He yet find fault, seeing we are all carrying out the behests 
of His divine will? This charge at first sight seems to carry weight 
and force with it, but if we try it by the Word of God, " the true 
standard'' by which all actions and principles must be tried, we shall 
find that it is not only not true, but that it is wickedly charging God 
with folly and injustice, but woe unto them that strive with their 
Maker. Now turn to Rom. ii. 5-9; also Rom. ix. 11-24; Acts i. 25; 
.T ohn xvii. 9; 1 Peter ii. 7, 8; from all of these passages we see that 
we are all in His hand, even as the clay is in the hand of the potter, 
and that He disposes of us as it seems good in His sight. '' Oh! the 
depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God; how 
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out.'' That 
the God of all grace may lead and guide you into all truth and keep 
you from all evil is the prayer of your father, 

OWEN GRIMSHAW. 
F. S. America, 

[A full report of the Suffolk and Norfolk Association gatherings at 
neccles will appear in our July number,-En.J 
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A BRIEF MEDITATION ON THE RESURRECTION 
OF JESUS. 

BY GF.ORGE BANKS, WILLENHALL, STAFl•'OlWSHIRE. 

"He is ris~n."-Matt. xxviii. G. 

rrHE angel occupied the place in the tomb, vacated by the Lord of life, 
waiting to proclaim the resurrection to the sorrow-stricken disciples; 

and as " Mary Magdalene and the other Mary " drew nigh, the joyful 
tidings were announced,·' He is not here: for He is risen." The news 
was rapidly circula~ed a~ong His followers, and the gloom, and the 
$Orro"·, and the d1sappomtment that had fallen upon them since the 
crucifixion were soon dispersed. The Sun of Righteousness had again 
risen and flooded His little band of followers with the light of life peace 
and hopefulness. This glorious truth affords us also great comf~rt and 
encouragement, and stimulates us in the prosecution of every Christian 
enterprise. And, therefore, a brief meditation thereon may yield us 
confirmation and joy. 

1. We regard the resurrection of Jesus as an established fact. One 
or two thoughts will support this. The disciples were not deceived. 
Although He had apprised them of His coming death they do not 
appear to have fully comprehended Him, for when it took place they 
were disappointed and disheartened; they lost all hope of the kingdom 
they had anticipated; and even the first report conveyed to them of His 
resurrection was regarded as an idle tale (Luke xxiv. 11). Therefore, 
nothing less than an actual established historical resurrection would have 
satisfied them, and brought them back from the despair into which they 
had fallen. Moreover, they were brought into bodily contact with Him 
and could testify that they had handled the Word of life. Hence their 
faith was revived and strengthened by actual evidence; and being thus 
begotten again to a lively hope they went forth with dauntless courage, 
"and with great power :l.id witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus." Theirs was not the enthusiasm of the deceived. 

Further, in preaching the resurrection of Jesus the apostles did not 
proclaim a falsehood, as that could have been easily refuted in their day, 
which, however, was not attempted. They had no earthly advantage to 
gain by declaring the fact. Poverty, not wealth; pain, not pleasure; 
calumny, not honour, was theirs as a consequence of doing so. Neither 
can we admit that the Holy Ghost would have blessed the proclamation 
of a falsehood, as He blessed the ministry of the apostles, and followed 
it by mighty signs and wonders. The success of Christianity was 
achieved only by the proclamation of truth accompanied by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

2. His resurrection confirmed the fact of His Messiahship. 
Announced by Gabriel as the Son of the Highest, heralded by John the 
Baptist as the Lord; He declared Himself the Redeemer, Saviour, and 
Teacher. Had He been none of these He would have been an imposter; 
and we cannot conceive of a righteous God raising an imposter from the 
dead to carry on a deceitful work. " His resurrection threw an 
authentic light on all He did and said." 

3. It was the sign of a completed redemption. He had overcome 
sin by bearing it away; He had paid the ransom price for His people; 
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He had rendered satisfaction to divine justice; and so He was honour
ably discharged from the prison-house of death. The atonement was 
accepted, and He returned from the regions of the dead to declare the 
soul-cheering truth (Rom. iv. 25; viii. 34; Heb. xiii. 20). 

4. The resurrection gave back the living Saviour to His sorrowing 
and disappointed friends. How great a loss was His absence to them! 
How rejoiced were they when they beheld Him alive again! We indeed 
need a living Friend, Guide, and Helper. He lives for evermore! Death 
hath no more dominion over Him! Hence, it is our joy to possess a 
living faith in a living Christ. 

5. The resurrection of Jesus sheds a glorious beam of light over the 
troubled spirit in the hour of painful bereavement. When we bury our 
dear ones who die in the Lord--a wife, a husband, a child, a parent
how sweet to remember that death is not a final separation! Sin has 
dug all graves, but the resurrection will open them and give us back 
our dear ones. His empty grave is a type of what all graves will be. 

6. It is the pledge and earnest of the believer's deliverance from 
death. How inimitable are the triumphant words, "Now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them thal slept" (I Cor. xv. 
20; also Rom. vi. 5). Death is not a destruction, but a dissolution; hence 
the changing of our vile bodies and the fashioning of them, like unto 
His glorious body will be a resurrection, not a creation. This will be 
accomplished according to the working, whereby He is able even to 
subdue all things unto Himself, and by His Spirit that dwelleth in us 
(Phil. iii, 21; Rom. viii. 11). If, therefore, the Holy Spirit dwell in us, 
we are thereby assured that our mortal bodies shall be quickened. Oh, 
that we may contemplate death calmly as the vestibule of glory! To you, 
0 Christian, there is light beyond the tomb! 

THE CHRISTIAN'S .ANCHOR. 
BY ALFRED DYE, PASTOR, ROWLEY REGIS, NEAR DUDLEY. 

"Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfa,t, a:ad 
which entereth into that within the vail,"-Heb. vi. 19. 

FIRST, notice this "hope,'' negatively, then positively. 
Secondly, its usefulness '' as an anchor of the soul." 

Thirdly, its efficiency, "both sure and steadfast." 
Fourthly, its entrance, and where, " which entereth into that within 

the vail." 
I. This " hope " is not merely the grace of trust or of expectancy in 

an elect sinner's soul, for the Word shows that, although grace once 
received can never be lost, many of its recipients have, through sins, 
fierce temptations, and darkness, been overcome with despairing feelings, 
tossed with tempests, and not comforted. Hence Job declared that his 
"hope was removed as a tree." Also," As for my hope, who shall see 
it?" Also Jeremiah says, '' My hope is perished from the Lord." All 
of which expressions show that the grace of God, or hope, as a grace of 
the Spirit in our souls, is not our anchor. Nor is a spiritual under
standing of the Sacred Scriptures our ~nchor, because we_ have proved 
that if God leaves a man to lean to his own understandmg (although 
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that understanding be from some gracious experience), "manifold 
temptations," &c., the solemn rebukes of a Holy Father for sins against 
Gospel light, will throw a man into the depths and feeling of despair. 
The hope referred to in the text is rather what the Lord is to us and for 
us, than what he implants within the soul. Hence, as subject to the 
Lord's will, the apostle would press on from the principles (marginal 
reading, "the word of the beginning of Christ)'' to perfection; that is, 
to the further, or more perfect knowledge of Christ, than what is realized 
when first brought to "repentance from dead works," &c. Also imply
ing after the possibility of some professors falling away and opening the 
wounds of .Jesus afresh, putting Him to open shame, which He compares 
to land, that bringeth forth nothing but briars and thorns, and nigh unto 
cursing, whose end is to be burned, instead of bringing forth herbs meet 
for those by whom it is dressed, and receiveth blessing from God. After 
this, I say, He encourages the true saints with the proofs of their interest 
in Jehovah's love, and the possession of His grace as demonstrated by 
" their work and labour of love," showed to His name, and to His saints, 
founding also an exhortation to continuance upon what the Lord is, and 
has done, as the hope of their souls, which hope is Jehovah in covenant, 
love, and grace, in the person of His dear Son. 

And ( 1) His covenant oath to Abraham, " because He could swear by 
no greater;" implying that if by swearing to any other being or person 
could have laid firmer ground, or have given surer hope of His glory He 
would have done so. 

(2) By the fact of Abraham, the father of the faithful, after patiently 
enduring, obtaining the promise, showing that there is hope for the 
children. 

(3) By the perfection of Jehovah's nature and character. "that by 
two immutable things in which it is impossible for God to lie." It is 
possible that the best and greatest of men may falsify their word and 
oath; but J ebovah being the essence of all conceivable perfection, is by 
His oath and promise, the source of " a strong consolation "to those who 
have fled for refuge to lay bold upon His Son, '' the hope set before us." 
And here let us pause. Asking ourselves a few questions (we then have 
some divine teaching as to ourselves, God's law, Satan's temptations, 
death, the world with its evils), what ground, or what real hope, can 
there be of salvation from any or all of these evils apart from Jehovah 
in co,enant? Also what grace could we have in our souls apart from the 
same covenant character ? Certainly none. Our state in the fall is 
described as being " without Christ, therefore having no hope, and 
without God in the world;'' the fact, however, being blessed with all ful
ness in a precious Jesus, as our covenant Head and Mediator. The God 
of hope is our hope, '' which we have as an anchor of the soul," which 
leads us now to-

n. Its usefulness, "an anchor of the soul." The Christian 
as a spiritual mariner goes down to the sea in ships and does business in 
great waters. It were extreme madness to launch or to board a ship that 
is without anchor, destruction would be inevitably sure during the first 
storm. Hence young Christians going to sea depending upon their grace, 
or graces, as prayer, love, faith, hope, zeal, &c., soon make shipwreck of 
all comforts, foundering in the soul in the very vortex of despair; and 
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did not the "God of hope" come to their rescue with His covenant life
boat, and take them on board, they would never reach the port of endless 
bliss. But He most certainly does appear, and after various encounters 
with various evils, whereby they prove His all-sufficiency and divine 
faithfulness in every relationship that He bears, and in every office that 
He sustains, they are held safe, and are enabled to sing with Charles 
Wesley:-

" Jesus I know has died for me, 
Here is my hope, my joy, my rest; 

Hither, when hell assails I flee, 
I look into my Saviour's breast; 

A way sad doubt, and anxious fear, 
Mercy and love are written there!" 

Thus, we have Christ as an anchor of the soul; thus we joy in tribu
lations, &c. (Rom. v. 3). 

III. Its r'fficiency, " both sure and steadfast." 
(I) Its sure and steadfast to the ship (or soul) by two immutable 

or firm bits (as the shipwright term them) or two firm, strong pieces of 
timber, to which the cable of the anchor is fixed. Now these two bits, or 
immutable things, are God's covenant, oath, and promise, which affords 
a strong consolation. However well an anchor or its cable may be con
structed, they are useless, unless firmly fastened to the ship; therefore, the 
blessedness is, that Jehovah has, by His oath and promise in covenant 
love, firmly united us to Himself in indissoluble bonds, to His dear Son, 
and thus His Son to us, in all that He is, or has. Thus, He is sure to hold 
the soul, and make us steadfast upon the tempestuous main of spiritual 
life, and, doubtless, the apostle treats of the cable in the following words:
" Moreover, whom He did foreknow, them He did predestinate; whom 
He did predestinate, them He also called; whom He called, them He also 
justified; whom He justified, them He also glorified;"' and so sure and 
steadfast is it, that God Himself being for us, none can be against us. 

IV. Its entrance, and where, "which entereth into that within the 
vail." 

(I) Jesus our hope has entered in His own person into that holy of 
holies, or into that ble.sedness of God's glory within the vail. He has 
gone and taken possession as our Covenant Head, Mediator, Representa
tive, Priest, and King. Yea, as the Heir itself of eternal glory ''for us." 
Hence, the next verse, " Whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even 
Jesus." Now, He, in His person, and in the relationship He bears tons, 
having taken possession of that promised and hereditary estate of glory, 
our hope of it is divinely and unalterably assured. 

(2) The Holy Ghost carries our very souls out in the exercise and 
abounding of hope within the vail. Hence, " in hope of eternal life, 
which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began,"' the literal 
mariner casts his anchor down to the rock beneath him, so does a 
Christian for Christ in His substitutionary work, for those everlasting 
arms underneath him, as a rock, or foundation, for his soul, yet eventually 
upward, or as set before him in his co".enant_ Gospe~, and, as bis fo_re
runner into ()'lory. Hence," If ye be risen with Christ, set your affection 
(or mind) o~ things above where Christ sitteth on the right band of 
God." May the reader be favoured to press toward the "Mark for the 
prize of our high calling of God in Christ Jesus." The mark is Christ 
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Himself, in the relation to God and to m, as our hope, or fulncss of 
grace; the prize is eternal salvation and glory, which is not merely Christ 
at Bethlehem, or in His sufferings; but rather as our victorious, exalted, and 
crowned King of Glory at His Father's right hand, in possession of that 
bliss within the vail, on the behalf of every soul who, through His Spirit, 
has fled to Him for refuge, as the hope we haYe as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and steadfast. Now let us sing-

My anchor is my hope, 
The grace within my soul: 

It is Jehovah's Word and oath, 
While waves and billows roll. 

Though grace shall ne'er decay, 
Tnrou?.hout life's troubled seas; 

Jehovah s promise is my stay, 
And Jesus blood my peace. 

My anchor is my Lord, 
Who came to bleed and die· 

According to Jehovah's Word, 
The ' God who cannot lie.' 

This anchor of my soul, 
'Both sure and steadfast ' is, 

Amidst the sea's mountainous roll, 
And enters into bliss. 

Where my Forerunner's gone, 
With mediatorial blood; 

Through troubled seas I'll sail along 
In hope to see my God. 

So sings poor Alfred Dye, and all God's saints shall praise the Lord, 
and say, A.men. 

T 6€ BL€$$€ D D€J.\D. 

CHARLES LEONARD KEMP. 

On Saturday, April 18, 1891, our brother C. L. Kemp, an esteemed 
deacon of Elim Chapel, Limehouse, and who so efficien_tly led the psalmody 
there for many years, after a protracted and severe illness, entered into 
rest. He was so well-known among the hills of Zion, far and near, that 
it is unnecessary for me to say much as to his standing ; but this we can 
say, that, by the mercy of God he was kept from being harassed by the 
enemy during his sufierings, as was evidenced by his being enabled 
repeatedly to express his assurance that " it was all right," "He knows," 
and "underneath, still, are the everlasting arms." And when speech was 
failing, the feeble articulation of the words," heaven,"" Saviour,''" glory," 
would seem to indicate either his desire to depart, or that he was permitted 
to have a foretaste of what he was about to realize in thq realms to which 
he has now been called. His end came so, that we can best describe it in 
the words, "For so He giveth His beloved sleep." 

J.P. 
THE FUNERAL. 

MY DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,-! went on Tuesday, April 28, to Elim 
Chapel, Limehouse, to attend the funeral obsequies of our departed brother 
Charles Leonard Kemp. During the many years I have had the privilege 
of knowing the pastor and friends at Elim, I have always fonnd them a 
happy, loving, and united family, emulated by grace, and full of sympathy 
with each other, whether rich or poor. It was truly gratifying to observe 
the great amount of love and respect, shown on the solemn occasion to 
the memory of our departed brother. The pulpit was neatly draped in 
black and friends attired in mourning habilaments manifesting an un
mistakable regard to" a brother beloved." C. L. Kemp, though only 64 
years of age, had a truly patriarchal _appearance : gra".e, yet cheer~ul in 
the things of God, and was seen at his best when leadmg the service of 
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praise, in which he had no equal, being tall, and standing erect he so 
softly and sweetly led off each tune that made it easy to follow• beside 
which, his heart wont with his voice so true and earnestly, that harmony 
and melody were delightfully combined. Bat his voice will no more be 
heard here-his immortal spirit joins the grand choir above in the ever
lasting song, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood," &c., and we grieve most of all because we shall see his 
face no more. 

At a quarter to two, the corpse, preceded by his pa~tor, was brouc,ht 
into the chapel, followed by his widow and other relatives, and his 
brethren Baldwin, Turner, Kempston, Lovelock, Howard, R. Bowles of 
Hertford, Phillips, and others. Brother Holden presided, and called on 
J. W. Banks to announce the first hymn-

" When I can read my title clear, 
To mansions in the skies; 

I'll bid farewell to every fear, 
And wipe my weeping eyes." 

Brother Kempston then re11.d from the Scripoures 2 Cor. v., and 1 Cor. 
xv., offering some appropriate remarks as he proceeded. Brother R. Bowles 
of Hertford, then supplicated the throne of grace. Brother G. Lovelock 
announced hymn 68, 2nd book Dr. Watts', so very expressive oE the feel
ings of the departed. 

"Father, I long, I faint, to see 
The place of Thine abode ; 

I'd leave Thine earthly courts and flee 
Up to Thy seat, my God.'' 

Brother Holden, with much feeling, gave a very excellent address. which 
will be found on another page. 

Brother Baldwin announced hymn 990, Denham's, "On Jordan's 
stormy banks I stand," and Mr. Holden closad this part of the service with 
prayer. The following account of the interment is furnished by our 
beloved brother Turner :-

The body of our late brother C. L. Kemp was conveyed from Elim 
Chapel to its last resting place at the South-east corner of Bow Cemetery, 
most of the friends that were at the chapel assembled at the grave, with 
several others who were already there. Brother Burbridge solemnly and 
sweetly engaged in prayer. Brother Baldwin gave an able address in 
which he referred to the fading of all things here below, and to the incor
ruptible inheritance of God's people. The possession of which our late 
brother greatly longed for, he often expressed it in his prayers, and was 
very fond of giving out and singing hymn number 500 in Denham's 
Selection. 

"On wings of faith mount up, my soul, and rise, 
View thine inheritance beyond the skies." 

Brother Holden, who conducted the services, then closed with earnest 
prayer for the widow, relatives, and friends. And we left the remains of 
our brother Kemp to sleep on till the resurrection morn. 

Among others in the company were brethren Noyes, Sears, Flory, 
Alfry, and G. Pocock. A funeral sermon was preached in Elim Chapel by 
the pastor on Sunday evening, May 3rd, from the following words: -
" For so He giveth His beloved sleep" (Psa. cxxvii. 2). J. W. B~NKS. 

KATIE JOHNSON. 
In loving memory of dear Katie, youngest daughter of Isaac Ch~:les 

and Eleanor Johnson, of Mayfield, Gravesend, who fell asleep April :.0oh, 
1891, aged 19 years. Interred in Gravesend Cemetery April 29th, 1881. 
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[In addition to a memorial card, containing the above inscription, we 
have received the annexed interesting account from our highly esteemed 
friend and brother Mr. I. C. Johnson respecting the last duys of his 
beloved daughter.] 

You will have learned by the memorial card that this household is in 
grief by the loss of my youngest daughter, Katie (19). The Lord has 
been preparing her for some few years for the change. Sb& was an ardent 
lover of Jesus, His truth and people. She had applied for baptism. Her 
interview with the pastor at Zoar was satisfactory, and two brethren were 
appointed to visit her. They did not, however; for just at the time an 
abcess formed in the gland of the neck, which proved fatal. We have no 
doubt of her safety. We find in her diary a record of her daily experience 
of the struggle between flesh and spirit, culminating in a full assurance 
of her interest in Christ Jesus. The verses* you received were original, 
arising from a battle she had with herself. Sometimes she would be too 
late for family worship of a morning. Knowing that her mother and I 
were not pleased, she prayed to be helped to get over the fault, and com
posed the lines on "Morning," which were inserted in her diary. Her 
complaint lasted about six months, and on the 25th April, at 10.15 in the 
morning, she said to her mother and three sisters who were with her, 
"Good-bye." Her countenance changed, and she passed painlessly a.way 
without the slightest muscular motion or fear. The many letters we 
receive go to show how useful she had been to young people of her 
acquaintance. She was never frivolous, but sedate, and well grounded 
in the truths of the Gospel. 

Dear brother, I esteem it a great honour to be the father of children 
who are manifestly children of God. With Christian love, I am, yours 
sincerely, I. c. JOHNSON. 

SARAH EMll.A WALKER. 

It has pleased the Lord to take unto Himself my beloved wife. After 
about six weeks' illness, she peacefully passed away on Monday, April 
27th. She was called by divine grace early in life, was a true follower of 
the Lord Jesus, and a dear lover of the children of God. Nothing ever 
gave her such sincere pleasure as to minister to the necessities of the 
Lord's poor and afflicted people. She was one of that large class who, 
though favoured with a good hope, are for a long time unable to ,use the 

* MORNING. 
Hark! how the birds with their jubilant lays 
Early awake their Creator to praise; 
And shall we be silent. to whom He has given 
The greatest of blessings, the Saviour from heaven? 
Nay, let us waken the dawn'ng to greet, 
Bring we our offerings to lay at His feet, 
Thanks for His mercies, His care and His love, 
Asking for light on our path from above. 
Days thus begun will be peacefully ended, 
Watched o·er by angels, encompassed, defended, 
Sorrow may come. for a njght may endure, 
But for him who hath Christ, '· morning joy" is secure. 
Think of the promise the Master hath given, 
To those who "seek early " a blessing from heaven, 
Rise then and seek Him at dawn of each day, 
Till we wake in His likeness, contented for aye. 

Written April 28th, 1890. 
( Copied from Katie Joknson's Diary, afte1• lte1· dei-ea.,e.) 
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language of full assurance. But during her last illness the Lord was 
very gracious to her. Every cloud was driven away, every doubt and 
fear removed. Here are some of her sayings, too precious to be lost. 
She had been praying for a fuller manifestation of the Lord's mercy, for 
another token for good, and was graciously answered by the words, "I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." Also, "Thy sins, which are 
many, are all forgiven thee.'' I remarked," Yon could not rest on your 
own experience now 1" She replied, "Why, it is all gone. It is not my 
-experience; it is Christ on whom I lean." Once on my entering the 
room she said, "I have had such a happy half-hour. I have been alone 
with Jesus. I could tell Him all, and felt He was listening." Another 
time she said, "Everlasting love, everlasting righteousness, and all for 
me. Satan is nonplussed. He tries to make me doubt, but he cannot. 
I have never seen things in such a light before. I can say, 'Bless the 
Lord, 0 my soul,' &c." Two days before she died she told me she had 
passed a most delightful hour, that all her prayers for 25 years had been 
answered. She had earnestly desired to be led experimentally into the 
"glorious liberty of the children of God,'' but could never realise it as 
she wished, but that now all was made plain, that whether she was 
raised up again or not she could never go back into the stat;e of soul she 
had formerly been in. 

Let the doubters and fearers take courage. The same God who did 
all this for my beloved wife is able to do it for them, and will in His own 
good time. I hope to prepare a more extended memoir shortly, and 
publish in a separate form, due notice of which will be given. 

Northampton, May lltb, 1891. J. WALKER. 

ELIZABETH MAYNABD LOVE HIBBARD, 

who entered into rest on the 8th April, was the eldest daughter of the 
late ,John Poynder, Baptist minister. She was born at Plymouth in 
1819. Both her parents were ardently attached to the ministry of the 
late Dr. Hawker, vicar of Charles Church in that town, and in her youth 
she was acquainted with David Denham, Arthur Triggs, John Andrews 
Jones, Thomas Hardy, of Leicester, John Kent, the hymn-writer, and 
others, whose memories are still revered, and whose sentiments were in 
accord with those of her parents. When about six years of age her father 
became pastor of the Baptist Church at Chatteris, Cambs, and here at 
an early age she lost her sainted mother. Removing in 1832 to Lock
wood, in Yorkshire, where Rehoboth chapel (so long the scene of the 
labours and fostering care of the late Mr. Wm. Crowther) was built for 
the ministry of her father. Here she was baptized by her father at the 
age of 16, and during her long fellowship with the above Church her 
interest and exertions on behalf of the Sunday-school and the welfare of 
the poor will be remembered by many now arrived at mature age. During 
this period she often enjoyed sweet intercourse with the late Wm. Gadsby, 
John Kershaw, Mackenzie, and other ministers, who occasionally visited 
Lockwood. For some years she had been deprived of the privilege of 
meeting in public worship her brethren and sisters in the faith, there 
being no ministry which she could hear with profit and satisfaction in 
the neighbourhood where she resided, Alderley Edge, Cheshire, and the 
distance to Manchester, with her increasing infirmities, prevented more 
than an occa~ional attendance at Rochdale-road chapel, although the 
ministry of the late Mr. A. B. Taylor was much prized by her. 

She possessed a natural taste for poetry (not mere rhyming), and from 
1E40 to 1860 many of her compositions, mostly in blank verse, may be 
found in the pages of the Go8pel :Ma,qazine, under the initial letters E. M. 
L. P., or E. M. L. H. Her home and heart were ever open to the humble 
ministers of her beloved denomination, and truly may it be said of her 
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household, "The poorer the soul, the welcomer here." Mauy who read 
this will testify to her sympathising and helping disposition. She was 
"a mo~her in Israel," and "her children call her blessed.'' The following 
lines were the last written by her:-

A LOVING REBUKE. 

"Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip?" 
-John xi.. 9. 

" 'Not l,1own Me, Philip,' when I broke the bread, 
And for the multitude such plenty spread? 
'Not !mown Me,' when I stilled the tossing storm, 
And showed My Godhead in a human form? 
'Not l,1own Me,' when in majesty I spoke, 
And widow's son and ruler's daughter woke?" 
Ah! tender words of sweet rebuke, they came 
To me, as if they plainly spoke my name ; 
For I was doubting, pondering, questioning all 
That I had known, or hoped, or could recall 
Of long time past, when on my groping way 
Thy smile had soothed, Thy strength had been iny stay. 
Oh, let me oftener see Thee, .Master dear, 
Even though darkly in a glass down here! 
Only Thy presence lights this desert through, 
And my best friends, my kindred, know it too. 
Shine on them. burdenPd, scattered here and there, 
In poverty and pain, Thou knowest where; 
And come Thyself in glory; there are some 
Who long for Thine appearing -Jesus, come! 

Alderley Edge. . E. M. L. H. 

MR. JAMES GRICE. 

On April 8th died James Grice. He was for 26 years a member and 
20 years an honorable deacon at the Strict Baptist Church at Halesworth, 
Suffolk. Our beloved brother was a man who feared God above many. 
He was not a great talker, but his walk, conduct, and conversation proved 
his profession. He was one who had the cause of God at heart, and never 
was his seat empty when he was able to be at the house of prayer. But 
he has not been able to meet with us for two years or more, for the Lord 
greatly afflicted him in mind, which he bore with patience. .He was the 
father of a large family, and most earnestly would he intreat the Lord 
to call his children by His grace, and make them burning and shining 
lights in the world. The Lord has graciously answered his prayers, for 
he lived to see some of them brought to know the truth as it is in Jesus, 
and this was a comfort to him in his last days. Most humbly did he 
walk before the world, and also in the Church. Our brother had much 
to contend with from ungodly mon, for he was one that eschewed evil. 
He was a faithful servant to the G.E.R. Company for upwards of 36 
years. His remains were buried by our beloved brother Suggate, who 
was very solemn at the grave. Many friends were present at the funeral. 
As a Church we have lost a praying brother, but our loss is his eternal 
gain. He was a loving and faithful husband and father. Our brother 
was called away at the age of 71. 

Brother Suggate preached his funeral sermon from Pda. cxvi. 25, 
"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." He 
could speak well of our brother, having known him for many years. He 
said he had in years gone by attended prayer-meetings when there had 
been only three in number, and he has been one of them. May the 
blessed Lord raise up many more like him. It can truly be said of him, 
"Mark the perfect man, e.nd behold the upright, for the end of that man 
is peace." C. G. G. 
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'l'HE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 
Surrty Tahc1'1iacle Benrjlt Society. 

Annual Report exhibits signs of pro
gress. The members up to the close of 
last year numbered 1,100. During the 
present year (1890) .51 new members 
have been received, making a total of 
I, 151. Deaths, I 7; withdrawal and 
other cause, 12. Income, total 
£2,073 8s. 3d ; expenditure, total 
£1,753 5s. 7d. Balance, £320 2s. 8d. 
In the suc0ess thus realised there is great 
-0a118e for praise and thanksgiving to 
God. The able secretary, Mr. T. Knott, 
has performed his part in a most satis
factory manner. 

TIie LI. B O (London and 8ubu1·ban) 
l'!iu1•eh and Chapel Di1'ectcry and .May 
Meeting Handbook for 1891. London: R. 
Banks & Son, Racquet-court, Fleet-street 
(Price 2d ). This excellent Handbook 
will be found most useful in many ways, 
not only to religious friends connected 
with our own beloved denomination, but 
-to outsiders who are often in quest of 
names and private residences of ministers, 
&c., for business purposes. 

Our Churches: A Sequel. By W. I. 
Neal. To be had of J. Neal. Customs
-0hambers, 14, St. Dunstan's-hill, and of 
the author, 60, Croydon-grove, Croydon. 
Price 2d. In this timely and well
written pamphlet we have much im
portant matter on the individual conduct 
of Church members and the internal 
management of causes. Ministers, dea
cons, and members of our Churches would 
do well to give Mr. Neal's two pam
phlets, " Our Churches" and " The 
Supply System,'' a prayerful and careful 
i·eading. 

Engl.J.nd's .Danger. By James T. 
Bayley. Price ld. Sold by M. P. 
Parker, 25, Brook-street, Ipswich. Well 
worthy of an extensive circulation. 

Modern .Dentistry. Reprinted by per
mission from "Tinsley's Magazine," 
March, 1891. A tribute of honour to 
Mr, Shipley Slipper, who has done so 
much to make mastication and speaking 
-0asy by his skill in English and American 
dentistry. 

MAGAZINES,-Oonsec?'ation. A use
ful penny monthly. T!te Gospel .Maga
zine. 6d. Rich in Gospel truth. T!te 
nay Star. Interesting and instructive. 
T!te Surrey Tabernaele Witness. The 
second volume commences well. We 
heartily wish it God-speed. T!te Sileut 
Nessenge1·. A sound and instructive 
Sunday-sehool magazine. Tit~ Ri:_g1lla_r 
Baptist. This excellent pubhcat10n 1s 
now issued weekly in newspaper form. 

T/,e Protestant Standard. Sidney. A 
power for good against Romanism. 
Life and Light. "Friendly Salutations" 
by the Editor, edHying and comfort
ing. Aust?-alian Part;wlar Baptist 
11/agazine. Sidney. A faithful witness 
for God and truth. The Banner nf Is•ad. 
No better publication of the kind extant. 
Monthly parts, 7d. ('lieering Wm·ds. A 
Precious little monthly serial; only one 
halfpenny. R. Banks and Son, Racquet
court, Fleet-street, London. The Quarterly 
Record of the Trinitariaa Bible Society. 
This excellemt society deserves universal 
patronage. Zion's 0 Witnes.r. Firm as 
ever to its title. 2d. monthly. Tits 
Olive Branch. Full of interesting reading 
on Strict Baptist Mission Work in India 
and Ceylon. ~1onthl1·, one halfpenny. 

SERMONS.-The Calvinistic Pulpit con
tains four good, sound Gospel sermons 
for one penny. Published monthly by 
F. Kirby, 17, Bouverie-street, Fleet
street, London, E.C. The Wav to 
Heaven. By C. Cornwell. A co~pre
hensive discourse. Price Id. R. Banks 
and Son, Racquet-court, Fleet-street. 
The Last Hours of the late Joseph Irons. 
Very comforting and soul-strengthening. 
Published by D. Fisk, 6, Brighton-place, 
Brighton. Four ~opies for -!d., post free. 
Practical .Distinction. By C. Cornwell. 
I d., worth double the cost. "Freely ye 
have received, freely give." B, D. A. 
Doudney, D.D. (price 2d.). London: 
Collingridge, 148, Aldersgate - street. 
Full of Gospel hone_v and sa'!'oury meat 
such hllllgry souls love. Repentance, a 
discourse by the late Joseph Irons. ld. 
Candles! .Altars! what to do with them. 
&c. By the late W. Parks, Rector of 
Openshaw. 100 copies for 9d. To be 
had of D. Fisk, 6, Brighton - place, 
Brighton. 

Sp1·i11g Cleaning. By Pastor W. Row
ton-Parker, One Penny, or m packets 
of 12, post free, for ls. of the author, 
Crowle, Doncaster. Very suggestive. 
interesting, and practical. 

The Pure Truth Mission Leaflets should 
be scattered broadcast everywhere. 
Printed and published at Hull. 

Superstition Unmasked, Bv Edward 
Smith (price Id.). London: E. Wilms
hurst, 10. Paternoster - square. Most 
intellectual and interesting. Should be 
read by all Church-goers. 

W!tat ye TVill; or, tlte Saints' Carle 
Blanch. By W. Rowton-Parker. ·well 
calculated to stimulate, and streng,hen 
weak and weary saints. Price Id., from 
the author, Crowle, Doncaster. 



196 THE EARTHEN V~SSEL 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. A. MOR
LING ASP ASTOR AT HADLEIGH. 
SUFFOLK. . 
Services of a very encouraging nature 

took place at George-street Chapel, 
Hadleigh, on Wednesday, April 29th. 
in connection with the settlement of 
brother Abner Marling as pastor. The 
weather favoured the occasion, and 
many friends from surrounding dis
tricts united in the celebration of these 
services. Brother S. K. Bland presided. 

The afternoon service commenced at 
2.:lO with the hymn, "Jesus, Thy saints 
assemble here," &c. (6Gi Steven's Selec
tion). The pastor of the Somersham 
Church (brother Ranson) then read 
1 Tim. iii .. and offered fervent prayer, 
after which brother B. J. Northfield, 
the former pastor of Hadldegh, up to 
September. 1889, and now of March, 
stated the nature of a Gospel Church, 
taking for his text "The Church of the 
living God" (1 Tim. iii 1;;)_ The Gospel 
Church was referred to-1. in its name; 
2, its Foundation and Head; 3, its mem
bers: 4. its laws and ordinances; 5. its 
officers: G, its mission; 7, its destiny. 
The appropriate hymn, "Glorious things 
of Thee are spoken," was sung. 

Brother Marling was then asked to 
give a reason of the hope that was in 
him, thereplytowhichquestion brought 
to light that he was born in the year 
1852, at Aldboro·, Suffolk, rof godly 
parents. When only 11 he lost his 
mother by death. His father was spared 
many years; he was a godly man, and 
felt the most earnest interest in the 
salvation of his children. He was 
brought up at the Baptist chapel. Ald
boro', being a scholar in the school. and 
at 15 became a teacher, during which 
time he received his first impressions, 
when about 20. He was under deep 
convictions for eight months. The Lord 
g-racionsly brought him into liberty in 
'\ ov., 1873. But he then held Arminian 
rioctrir:.es, out of which the Lord even
tually brought him. His statements 
were clearly and experimentally given, 
and indisputably proved that he was 
taug-ht of God. 

The President then asked for a state
ment of our brother's call to the minis
try, remarking that as there was a 
necessity for a sinner's call by grace, so 
there was for a preacher's call to the 
ministry. 

Brother Marling told us that he first 
preached among the Methodists, which 
was in 1877, although he did not state 
that as a proof of his call Exerci,ses of 
mind concerning the work brought him 
to seek the Lord's direction and bidding, 
His father often discussed the glorious 
doctrines of grace with him (whose 
c.eath he wa.s called to lament April 11, 

ll'\7~). After much conflict he wag. 
brought to renounce Arminianism andi 
embrace the glorious truths of distin
guishing grace, and in this again our 
brother made us indeed feel that he was. 
not taught of man but the Spirit of God. 
He joined the Strict Baptist Church at 
Norton, Suffolk, in 1878, where he
became pastor, in which office he con
tinued amongat them for six years. 
The Lord blest the word to souls, and 
he was encouraged. In 1384 he removed 
to Brackley (near Bury-St.-Edmunds), 
where he laboured for about another 
six years, not without signs of blessing. 
Feeling his work done there, with other 
things pointing to the desirability of a 
change, he gave a three months' notice 
of resignation early in May, 1890. He 
had friends there that he esteemed in 
the Lord, and which he felt was recipro
cated. 

The next part · of the service was a 
declaration of our brother's faith, which 
was given in an intelligent and earnest 
manner, and appeared to be comprehen
sive and scriptural. 

The leadings of Divine providence in 
being located at Hadlei~h were then 
given. After having resigned the pas
torate at Brackley, the Church at Had
leigh, where he had been heard several 
time,, gave him an invitation to the
pastorate on May 251 1890. He suggested 
a three months' prooation1 to which the 
Church agreed, commencrng- the same
in September. During this time he
intimated that he felt he must decline 
to accept the pastorate, but being pressed 
to re-consider his decision, he watched 
and prayed over the leadings and deal
ings of God. The Word seemed blest, 
the congregations increased, and one
came forward. He was, therefore, in
clined to entertain the proposal, and so 
decided to accept an unanimous vote
of the Church given in the following 
November, and commenced his pastoral 
labours there on the first Lord's-day in 
January, 1891. 

A. representative of the Church was 
asked to give an account in the matter1. 
when brother M. E. Green confirmea 
what had already been stated, and in a 
very earnest relation of which he joined 
in the conviction that the same was of 
the Lord, and prayerfully hoped the
future might also prove it to be so. 

Then came an interesting feature of the
service (after a show of hands of Church 
members confirming the choice), m the
joining of hands of the newly elected 
pastor and one of the deacons {brother 
G. Miller), the president of the meeting 
pronouncing the benediction upon the· 
union. 

Hymn 726, " Shepherd of Israel, Thou 
dost keep," &c., having been sung, and 



prayer offered, a goodly number partook 
of the publio tea. 

At 6,4G Mr. S. K. Bland, as president, 
announced hymn li65, "Kindred in Christ 
for His dear eake," etc., and read 1 Tim. 
i. Brother R. E. Sears then offered the 
recognition pra;ver, which was earnest 
and comprehensive. "Let Zion's watch
men all awake" was sung, being fol
lowed by brother Sears' charge to the 
pastor, founded upon Ezekiel xxxvii. 7: 
"So I prophesied as I was commanded." 
The several features of the text were 
opened up in a telling manner as fol
lows-lst, the preacher. It was Ezekiel, 
called son of man, one of the people, so 
brother Morling was one of the flock, 
and he exhorted him to know and sym
pathise with the flook of his charge. 
Ezekiel was a watchman. God's minis
ters are watchmen. The characteristics 
of the watchman were that he must 
have a good character, good eyes, good 
ears,good voice, goodlight(HolySpirit's 
teaching), good sword (the Word of 
God), and a good understanding of the 
times. He must be a man of courage. 
Ezekiel went forth in the right spirit, 
and was guided to his sphere of labour 
by the Lord. 2nd, the congregation. 
The valley of death. All bones, and 
very dry. Never had a brother a more 
unpromising sphere of labour, and yet 
he preached. Brother Morling has a 
better sphere than he had. 3rd, the 
sermon. He repeated the living message. 
He had a "Thus saith the Lord" for all 
he said, The sermon was not a free
will one, but certainly a free-grace one. 
He described the blessed effect of God's 
word and work. Brother, do the same, 
Preach the whole word, in all its parts. 
Above all preach the Incarnate Word. 
4th1 the effect. The bones moved. He 
tola them what the Lord would do, and 
the Lord did it. So must we, leaving 
results with Him. 5th, the necessity of 
prayer. Your ministry will be a failure 
without prayer. It must be preceded 
and followed by prayer. Earnest prayer 
is the prophecy that the blessing will 
come, May God bless you, brother 
Morling. Amen. 

Hymn 6461 " Command Thy blessing 
from above,' havin_g been sung, 

Brother A. J, Ward, of Glemsford, 
ascended the pulpit to give the charge 
to the Church and congreifation, and 
took for his text 3 John 8, • We there
fore ought to receive such, that we 
might be fellow-helpers to the truth." 
The characters of those named in the 
epistle were referred to as representing 
the different persons we may have to do 
with in the Church, the preacher hoping 
that the new pastor might have no 
Diotrophes but many like Gaius and 
Demetrius.' He then, in the first place, 
spoke of the apostle's injunction. 
Adapting his remarks to the present 
service, he observed that brother Mor
ling should be received because he was 

God's servant, called and <1ualified by 
God, and the Lord had sent him there to 
labour. The Lord h1ts a work for him 
to do, in the building up of your souls 
in God's fear, and in the salvation and 
gathering in of precious souls. Receive 
him as a man,notan angel· receive him 
affectionately and sympathetically· re
ceive his testimony prayerfully 'and 
personally. 2nd, the reason assigned. 
"That ye might be fellow-helpers to 
the truth." It is his work to preach, 
but you can be helpers, by your prayers 
presence, and pecuniary aid. Do it with 
JOY, with gratitude; give freely to the 
Master by giving to His servant and 
cause; and do it as unto the Lord. The 
congregation were also appropriately 
addressed, and the preacher commended 
pastor and people to one another and to. 
God. 

Then came another precious hymn, 
"Once more before we part," etc. The 
pastor expressed thanks to all who had 
helped in the services, and in response 
to the chairman's request offered prayer 
and pronounced the benediction. 

Collections were made during the day, 
The attendance was good, and the ser
vices most cheerful, profitable and 
encouraging. In union with 'many 
other dear friends, we feel sure that we 
cannot express our heartfelt thanks to 
God sufficiently for another pastor at 
Hadleigh, nor can we adequately speak 
the earnest desire of our heart that 
God may bless the pastor and people 
with much peace and prosperity. 

. POULNER, NEAR RINGWOOD.-It 
1s often reported that the denomination 
known as Strict and Particular Baptists 
are fast dying oiit. We heard the other
day of a person who said this, also, that 
as men became more enlightened this 
body of Christians would become extinct. 
Now, I think that the enlightenment 
that causes men to depart from the 
truths of the Gospel must be from 
beneath, seeing it cannot be the en
lightenment of the Holy Ghost; for our 
Lord said, "He shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said 

·unto you." I often hear sneers at the 
Close Communion Baptists around here, 
but to our Master we stand or fall, and 
knowing the will of the Great Head of 
the Church we dare not destroy or alter 
the rules he has left on record. I am 
convinced, Mr. Editor, that as lono- as 
the Lord allows this dispensatio; to 
last the:e will always be a people who 
shall walk in the ~ys He has appointed. 
0~ ~unday mornmg, May 3rd, we were 
privileged to attend to the despised, but 
blessed:.. ordinance of believers' bap
tism. The brother who thus ·• put on 
Christ" publicly, has been a member of 
an Independent Church but lately he 
has been led to see the tord's will and 
has " made haste to keep His command-
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ments. Our dear helper and brother 
Lloyd preached from the words, " If ye 
love Me, keep My commandments." 
Although in much b(!dily weakness our 
brother was filled with vower from on 
high. and preached boldly the Word of 
the Lord. In the afternoon we received 
the brother who had followed Christ in 
the morning into Church fellowship. 1 
am pleased to say that (D.V.) we intend 
to baptize the wife of our brother in 
.Tune. During the last month we have 
had to mourn the loss of two members 
of the Church, one of whom died at 
Southampton, having removed there in 
December last; the other, a dear sister 
who until this winter met with us. She 
was a consistent member of the Church 
for quite forty years, and by her acts of 
self-denial and kindness to all with 
whom she came in contact, endeared 
herself to many, and is greatly missed. 
The funeral sermon was preached last 
evening (nfay ::!rd) by Mr. Lloyd, from 
Philip. i. 21, "For to me to live isChrist 
and to die is gain." Our hearts are 
pained at seeing so many vacancies 
made amongst us, but we look up to the 
Lord to incline His own chosen people 
to follow in the way of His command
ments, and join the ranks of His people. 
May He do so is our earnest prayer. In 
the words of the poet we say1 concern
ing yesterday's solemn baptismal ser-. 
vice: 

H Often, O Sovereign Lord, renew 
The wonders of this day; 

That Jesus here may see His seed, 
And Satan lose his prey.'' 

GREAT YELDHA.M CHOPE CHAPEL). 
-On the first Lord's-day in April we 
were favoured to baptize a dear brother 
in the name of our triune Jehovah, 
This is the second occasion of signs fol
lowing the preaching of the Gospel of 
free and sovereign grace;our brother Fir
bank baptizing in November, and we are 
assured others shortly will follow. The 
Scriptures that testify of the holy 
solemnities of Zion were made weighty 
by the Holy Ghost. We read 1 Cor. and 
used by way of text Matt. iii. 13," Then 
cometh," &c. In the afternoon a good 
number sat down to the Lord's Supper, 
when we gave the right hand of fellow
ship on behalf of the Church to our 
newly-baptized brother. We rested the 
night at Rid~ewell with our worthy 
brother Chaplrn, whose choice of hymns 
during the day was blessed greatly to 
our own soul. We saw brother Rayner at 
Halstead, somewhat restored. The Lord 
I,~ gracious to him and bless him ever
wore--J. D. F. 

HIGHBURY.-The interior of Pro
vidence Chapel, Highbury - place, has 
been very neatly done up, which fives 
the sanctuary a nice appearance. ' The 
Lord of Roets is with us,the God of Jacob 
is our refuge," is artistically written 

in a scroll on the wall at the back of 
the pulpit. The design is by :Mr. Law
rence, the secrotary of the school, a 
young man of excellent gifts, whose 
heart, is sweetly endued1!by ~race, and 
takes great delight in the service of God, 
but was prevented from being present 
through serious affliction, from which, 
for the sake of the cause and his young 
family, we hope he may have a speedy 
recovery, On Sunday and Tuesdar, 
April 19th and 21st, the eleventh anm
versary of Mr. P. Reynolds' pastorate 
and the third of opening the new chapel, 
was observed. On Sunday morning Mr. 
E. Mitchell preached, and Mr. Reynolds, 
pastor, in the evening. On each occasion 
the chapel was well filled, and many 
realirnd it to be a time of refreshing to 
their souls. On the Tuesday Mr. W. K. 
S•1uirrell delivered an experimental 
discourse from the words, "And the 
cup was found in Benjamin's sack," in 
which the preacher traced out many 
sources of sorrow that believers were 
the subjects of. The large school-room 
was crowded at tea time, and a great 
number had to be served in the chapel. 
In the evening Mr. E. Harris, of Should
ham-street presided. The proceedings 
commenced by the large congregation 
singing John Newton's sweet paraphrase 
on Rom. xii. 10, commencing, "Kindred 
in Christ for His dear sake." The 
chairman read Psa. cxxxii. and cxxxiii., 
and called on J. W. Banks to offer 
prayer, Mr. Harris spoke of his attach
ment to the cause of Christ, and to 
brother Reynolds, and of the pleasure it 
afforded him in being preser.t on that 
occasion. Mr, Willey, senior deacon, 
in a cheerful address, testified to the 
goodness of God to them as a Church 
and people during another year; peace 
reigned, and prosperity was manifest ; 
19 had been added to tJieir number, and 
others were enquiring the way ; the 
Sunday-school and all other inutitutions 
connected with the cause were healthy 
and happy, Addresses were then de
livered by brethren Beecher, Thomas, 
Davis, Sampson, the pastor, and others. 
Nearly £30 were collected, and after 
singing, "All hail the power of J esu's 
name," and the benediction, the services 
of the day closed.-J. W. B. 

CHELMSFORD, - Will the many 
kind and sincere friends of the late 
William Hazelton please accept the very 
sincere thanks of his parents, brothers, 
and sisterE. Specially would we express 
our gratitude to the committee of gentle
men who organised the fund for his 
benefit.-FREDERICK and ELIZABETH 
HAZELTON, May 4, 1891. 

MARGATE.- I have recently returned 
from a short sojour!l at Margate, and 
am thankful to find that the blessing of 
our gracious triune Jehovah is resting 
upon the labours of our beloved brother 



AKD GOSPEL HERALD. 

T. B. Voysey at the little cause at Mount 
Ephraim Chapel, Thanet - road. Our 
brother, who has been so greatly afflicted 
for some time past, was ordered to Mar
gate by his doctor, and the Lord has 
opened a door for him to supply the 
pulpit for a time at Mount Ephraim. It 
may interest some of your readers to 
know that (D v.) he will preach thereon 
the following datesi viz., 7th and 14th 
.June, and 5th Ju y ; and I should 
strongly recommend any lovers of God's 
truth who may be leaving London for 
their health's sake during the next two 
months to try the beautiful air of 
Margate ; and I am sure they may look 
forward to 11, real benefit by the blessing 
of God ; and their presence would 
greatly encourage our beloved brother, 
and also the friends of the little came. 
-JOHN HODGES, 2 Highbury-place, 7th 
May, 1891. 

LITTLE ALIE-STREET.-The 75th 
anniversary of the Sick Visiting Society 
-connected with this time-honoured sanc
tuary was held April 16th, 1891. Mr. T. 
,Stevens,jun.,read the report,from which 
we gather 22lvisitsweremadeduringthe 
past year, which alone reflects much 
•credit on the committee. These visits 
have been owned by the Holy Spirit to 
the leading of two precious souls to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the comfort of 
others "who have been travelling the 
heavenly road for many years," and the 
sum of £22 have been disburEed in ad
ministering help to the needy from the 
funds of the society. On this occasion, 
the meeting was opened by Mr. Kemp
ston announcing a hymn and reading a 
portion of Scripture; prayer was offered 
by J. W. Banks, and after a few appro
priate words by our dear brother Kemp
ston, Mr. Mobbs took the chair, an:i 
·spoke of the great good effected by the 
society from personal acquaintance. 
Brethren R. E. Sears, H. Myerson, F. 
Shaw, W. H. Lee, Bootle, Moxham, Par
nell, and othflrs gave spiritual and ex
perimental addresses. It has been our 
pleasure for years past to attend these 
meetings, and for sweet savour of 
heavenly things this was, to the minds 
of many, the best. ".All hail the power 
of Jesu's name" and prayer by the 
pastor brought the sacred opportunity 
to a close.-J. W. B. 

WAL'£HAM ABBEY (EBENEZER).
The 67th anniversary of the formation 
of the Church was celebrated on Thurs
day, April 23, 1891. The beloved pastor of 
Hill-street, London, Mr. W. K Squirrell, 
preached a very precious sermon in the 
afternoon from Dent. xii. 9, which he 
divided thus:-(!) The text bids us 
think of heMen; and also (2) bids us 
come back to earth to make some prac
tical observations thereon. The preacher 
discoursed with much freedom on the 
-0ertainty of the rest of the people of 

God. An excellent company of friends 
partook of a. well-prepared tea. In the 
evening Mr. J. Haines, one of the be
loved deacons of Homerton-row, pre
sided, and, after singing and rea.dinii:, 
Ur. A. Markham offered very earnest 
prayer. The Cha.irma.n, in a few kind 
and suitable words, introduced the pur
port of the meeting. Mr. W. K. Squir
rell dwelt with power on God as the 
believer's help. Mr. J, W. Banks un
folded in a very neat speech the fnlness 
couched in the three monosyllables 
found in Psa. cxxii. I, "I was glad." Mr. 
Preston Davies addressed the friends 
most eloquently on the words in Job 
viii. 7, which we trust will be fully 
realised in Ebenezer Chapel. Mr. C. 
Hewitt gave an interesting and instruc
tive speech on the word "Shigionoth" 
(Hab. iii. I). Mr. W. Osmond spoke 
timely and encouraging words on God's 
gracious guidance of the cause for li7 
years, and of the appreciation of the 
same realised. Mr. H. F. Noyes was led 
out in 11. delightful manner on the most 
precious of all themes, " In Christ the 
Beloved." The pastor, Mr. W. Winters 
(who had not been to the house of God 
for many weeks through illness), 
thanked the beloved chairman and 
other friends for their kind help and 
words of sympathy and love, which 
brought the meeting to a close. The 
hymns were sung with feeling and 
spirit. There was one in the company, 
Mr. James Maynard (member at Hill
street, London), who was present at the 
formation of the Church in 182!). His 
sister, Mrs. Woodbridge, is the oldest 
member of the cause. The beloved 
deacons and members were active and 
kind in making others welcome and 
comfortable. Praise the Lord. 

STEPNEY. - REHOBOTH, WELLES
_LEY-STREET.-Easter Sunday and Mo:!1-
day, March 29th and 30th, the 48th an
niversary of our Sunday-school was 
commemorated. On the Lord's-day our 
brother E. Langford preached two sound 
gospel sermons, morning text Psa. cxix. 
11, evening Isa. xxvii. 13. In the after
noon our brother gave an address to the 
schola.rs, teachers. and friends from 
Zech. viii. 5. Monday afternoon brother 
W. Kempston read Ma.tt. xxv., and gave 
some good expositions, and offered fer
vent prayer, Brother Mitchell then 
announced his text (Isa. xiii. 3), and 
stated he had preached on many Sun
day-school anniversarie~, but by the 
marked absence of children on some 
occasions it was difficult to realise they 
were Sunday-school anniversaries; but 
he was agreeably disappointed on this 
occasion to see so many dear children 
present. Our brother was led very 
sweetly into the love of God in Christ 
Jesus, which he blessedly set forth to 
his attentive hearers. A gocd number 
of scholars and friends sat down to tea. 
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At 6.1l0. brother Kempston pre~iding, 
announced a hymn after which he 
read Pro,. xxvii., and made some very 
appropriate remarks thereon. Brother 
A. H. Pounds having engaged in prayer, 
brother G. ,J. Baldwin addressed the 
meeting from Isa. xliv. 21, and gave ex
pression to some soul-comforting truths. 
Brother Lovelock gave out a hymn. 
Brother F. C. Holden followed with a 
warm and lively speech from Isa. 
mviii. 19 (last clause). BrotherW. H. 
Lee then gave a very nice address from 
Eph. i. :i. Then brother E. Langford 
delivered a cleRr and imnressive speech 
from Psa. xxxvii 4. Lastlv. our brother 
H. Myerson spoke out of the fulness of 
a warm heart upon Psa. cxxvi. 6. A 
hymn of praise. followed by a sincere 
prayer by brother J. Flory, closed a 
happy meeting. Superintendent'a re
port showed 122 scholars in attendance, 
composed of nine classes, having ten 
officers and teachers.-HAYTER SCRI
VENER, 165, Earlham-grove, Forest
gate, E. 

HACKNEY.-SHALOM.-On Tuesday, 
April 21 st, the :nst anniversary of pastor 
Henry Myerson was held, the sermon in 
the afternoon being preached by H. D. 
Mobbs in the absence of our brother W. 
Winters, who was unable through ill
health t'> be with us. Our brother gave 
an excellent discourse from the words, 
" Our God is the God of salvation" (Psa. 
lxviii. 20). Tea at 5 was well attended, 
and the evening's meeting presided over 
by our kind friend, James Lee, Esq., 
commenced at 6.30 by singing '' How 
sweet the name of Jesus sounds." 
Brother Flory then read Isa. xxxv., and 
brother Branch offered prayer, after 
which the chairman addressed the 
friends, saving it afforded him great 
pleasure to come to Shalom, having 
known our pastor so many years as a 
faithful minister of Christ. Spirited 
and earnest addresses were then given 
by our brethren Burbridge, Herring, 
Copeland. W. H. Lee, Mobb3, and Elsey, 
a hymn being sung between ea.eh ad
dress. Our pastor then thanked the 
friends for their pl'esence and aid, 
specially mentioning our brother James 
Lee for bis usual kindness in taking the 
chair and monetary help, and proposed 
a vote of thanks. This was unanimously 
accorded him, and with a few remarks 
in thank~ for the same by our brother 
Lee, this happy meeting was brought to 
a close with prayer by brother Barmore, 
of Homerton-row. Collection for pastor, 
£8 2s. 10d. As a Church and people we 
have cause again to say with one of old, 
" The Lord hath done grea.t things for 
us. whereof we are glaoi;" and ma.y He 
still shine upon ua and bless us is the 
earnest prayer of-J. A. S. 

RUSHDEN.-Tbe dear Lord has 
graciously blest the ministry of our 

beloved brother, W. E. Palmer1 pastor of 
Succoth Chapel, to the ingatnering of 
precious souls into thP. Church. Seven 
have reoently been ad,led to the causeJ 
two by baptism, :tnd five by letters ot 
dismission from other Churches. This 
is good news indeed, :iud in which we 
rejoice. We trust that this addition is 
but the beginning of many gentle 
showers of blessing, which shall cause 
all interested in Sucooth to rejoice.
ED, 

RECOGNITION OF E. WUITE AS 
PASTOR OF ENON CHAPEL, 
WOOLWICH, APRIL 16, 1891. 
This time-honoured sanct:n~y was 

filled in the afternoon. Mr. E. Mi'tchell, 
of Chadwell-street, was in the chair. 
After Ringing the first hymn (Aoecially 
printed), Mr. Mitchell read 1 Tim. iii. 
He then called upon Mr. C. Wilson, 
deacon of Hill-street, to invoke the 
divine blessing on the proceedings of 
the day, which he did in a most earnest, 
spiritual manner. 

After some opening remarks by the 
chairman of a very impressive and en
couraging character, he called upon 
brother White to state his call by grace, 
the relation of which touched a sym
pathetic chord in many hearts, and 
brought tears from their eyes. 

Mr. Mitchell then gave out hymn 9, 
"0 happy day. that fixed my choice," 
after singing of which he again called 
upon the pastor-elect to state how he 
became a minister. 

After he had done so, Mr. Box gave a 
most solemn and weighty address to the 
pastor on the various names given to a 
pastor in the New Testament, and the 
responsibility implied in tho~e several 
names and characters. He al3o dwelt 
very impressively upon the faithfnl
nesA, courage, loving sympathy required 
in the pastoral office, and st!tted his con
viction that in the present day there 
was ofttimes a shirking both on the 
part of pastoro and Churches of ad
ministering necessary discipline ; and 
closed a very able address by urging the 
pastor to be a true shepherd, to seek to 
know all his flock personally, looking 
well after every one of them. 

Then llfr, Sea.rs st!tted his lengthy 
knowledg-e of and friendship toward 
brother White. he having been a mem
ber of Foot's Cray when Mr. Sears was 
pastor there, He then gave a very sug
gestive address to the Church and con
gregation from the words," Salt, with• 
out prescribing how much." showing 
the various meanings of Ralt given in 
the Scripture, and applied them with 
great effect to the circumstance in con
nection with the day. 

The Chairman concluded the meeting, 
after Mr. C. Harris had pra.ved. 

At the tea wbioh followed, the friends 
of Enon found it difficult to find aocom• 
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modation for the numbers who were , "May the grace of Christ, our Saviour," 
there. 

1 
the pastor closed the meeting with 

After tea the ohapel was filled to over- I prayer. Many were the expressions of 
flowing. Mr. W. J. Style;'l., presiding, the friendi as they dispersed. "What a. 
gave out No. 10 Hymn1 '·uome. Thou happy, blessed day we have had" "It 
fo~nt of every blessing-.' Mr. West, of : has been good to be here." · 
Er1th, then prayed. Mr. Styles read a. I The hymn leaflets used on the occasion 
pa.rt of 2 Oor. iv., and after some kind were No. 2 sheet, printed for "Special 
remarks from him both to the new Services" by Robert Banks and Son 
pastor and the people, he asked brother' and they were most admirably suited 
White to give his views of divine truth, for the occasion 
which he believed and intended _to A BRIEF HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE 
preach. Afterhehaddoneso,thecha1r- OAUSE AT E~0N' WoOLWICH 
man called upon Mr. W. H. Abrahams to ' · 
state the leadings of Providence in Rea,f brbrother W. H. Abr~~am3 on th!) 
re.-ard to their inviting the new pastor. occait~n of the Recog~1t10n of Mr. 

'.Mr. Abrahams gave a moat intereat- E. White as Pa.stor, April 16th, 1891. 
ing account of the formation of the This Church was the first regular di,-
Church 134 years ago; also a brief ac- senting cause in Woolwich, and ita fint 
count of the pastors who had served the pastor was the honoured instrument of 
Church up to the present time. He then introducing the gospel into the town. 
gave the reasons why they had been led At this time, nearly HO years ago, Wool
to elect Mr. White as their pastor. wich was one of those dark places which 

Mr. Styles, then, in a most solemn, all lovers of Zion might look upon with 
affecting manner, joined the hands of pity. With the exception of the parish 
the new p<tstor with Mr. Abrahams, church, and a room in which the Pre<
sen., who has been a member of Enon byterians occasionally met, there wt, 
·upwards of 50 years, and a deacon 38 no place of worship. In 175-! the Lotd 
years. After this had been done, Mr. inclined the hearts of twelve persons t0 
Styles prayed very earnestly that God meet for prayer and reading God's word. 
would ratify the union that day The Lord blessed and increased them, 
cemented, calling upon all present to and one of the brethren, constrained by 
witness the solemn deed. Another love for the truth, built at his own ex
hymn having been sung, No. 2," Stand pense a small meeting-house in Hog
up and bles's the Lord," Mr. Styles lane, now the main road to the Wool
called upon Mr. Bush to speak. He wich Free Ferry. It was opened for 
gave a very encouragin~ address on four worship by Dr. Andrew Gifford on the 
things required by a mmister-namely, 10th October, 1756. He also kindly sent 
Patience, Perseverance, Prayer, Power. supplies, and among those that came 

Mr. Lynn then spoke on the sweet was Mr. R. McGregor, who preached on 
relationship of believers to God as their the day the Church was formed; he wa, 
Father, and to one another as knit unanimously chosen pastor. and or
together in spiritual brotherhood. dained on the 15th May, 1758, by Dr. 

Mr. Squirrell then dweltverysweetly Gifford. 
on the Saviour's promise," I am in the The Church increased so that it be
midst of you." and expressed his earnest came necessary to have a larger place. 
wish that this promise may al ways be and a small chapel was erected upon this 
verified at Enon, to the people whom he spot. This building in a few years was 
always should feel an attachment. found insufficient, and the prasent one 

Mr. Tooke, jun., then spoke on the was built on the same site, and opened 
necessity of more love in our Churches, for divine worship July 30th, 1773. For 
adding that he believed this was a a long time the .Church might be corn
marked character of Enon that they pared to a besieged city. it being snr
were a very united Church. All the rounded by those who hated the tmth. 
brethren expressed their desire for the The devoted pastor had to be'.l.r much 
growing prosperity of the Church at persecution from the ungodly in the 
Enon with their new pastor. town. He bore it with meekne,s and 

After a hearty vote of thanks had been patience, and boldly c~ntended for the
proposed by Mr. w. H. Abrahams, and truth in love, nothing ever moving him 
seconded in as warm a manner by Mr. from his steady course of devout attach
Abrahams sen., to Mr. Mitchell, Mr. ment to his Redeemer's cause aud the 
Styles th~ brethren who had spoken, dear people of his charge. Fre-1uently 
and the ladies who had presided over the he was subject to acts of open persecu
tea. Mr. White put it to the meeting, tion, and insulted in the nublic streets. 
and it was carried with acclamation. His effigy was placed upon an ass, 

Mr. Styles announced that the collec- labelled, '' McGregor, the Baptist par
tions of the day amounted to £13 14s. son," and led through the st~ee~s. The 
This was a thankoffering to be given to entrance to the chapel ~t th_1s time ~as 
the pastor. by a narrow passage. JS otw1thstandmg 

Brother White thanked all the friends two and sometimes more of the men:-
most heartily for their kindness. bers had to be placed at the ~nd o~ t_h1s 

After the last hymn was sung, No. 11, passage to prevent these euemtes gammg 



2()2 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

admission, they sometimes succeeded, 
and disturbed the peace. On one occa
sion Mr. McGregor was travelling to 
London by boat, and found himself 
surrounded by some of tho,e wicked 
men from whom the Church and its 
pastor received much persecution. In 
order to vex this man of God, they pro
posed that each one should sing a song, 
and declared that those who would not 
sing should be thrown overboard. After 
several had sung, tbey called upon the 
pastor. He consented, and with great 
composure began to sing:-
•· 0 the delights, the heavenly joy, 

The glories of the place. 
\\:""}lerC' Jcsn" sheds the brig-htest beams, 

Of His o·erfiowing grac3." 
Among those who took an active part 

in persecuting the pastor was one Thos. 
Davis. On a Xew Year's day he gained 
admittance into the chapel with his 
companions for the purpose of disturb
ing the service, but God sent the text 
to bis heart. Oh what a change I He 
soon joined the Church, and in a few 
years was called to preach the Gospel, 
and became the faithful pastor of the 
Baptist Church at Reading. Here God 
greatly blessed him. In one year he 
baptized /i2. He had the joy of bap
tizing Richard Burnham. the first pas
tor of the Church at Soho, where our 
friend Mr. John Box now labours. He 
afterwards became one of our choice 
hymn-writers. Frequently we are privi
leged to sing one of Burnham's hymns. 
For 29 years Mr. Davis was favoured to 
preach the glorious Gospel; then his 
Lord called him home. 

When Mr. McGregor commenced his 
pastorate there were only 13 members. 
A.fter 40 years they numbered 120. A.ge 
and infirmities prevented him from con
tinually fulfilling his office, so Mr. Wm. 
Culver was chosen co-pastor. His 
recognition service was held on May 
29th, 1800. Dr. Rippon, Dr. Newman, 
and Abraham Booth were among those 
that took part in the service. At the 
close the venerable pastor said, " Lord, 
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in 
peace according to Thy word. for mine 
eyes have seen Thy salvation." During 
this year and the previous one (1799) the 
Lord visited Enon with showers of 
blessing. Many came ai::.d declared 
themselves on the Lord's side. The 
8abbath-school increased, the prayer
meetings were numerously attended, 
and numbers anxiously sought employ
ment in their Master's eervice, saying, 
"Here am I; send me." At this time 
the Church was united with a Society 
at Greenwich, the object of this Society 
being to promote the Gospel in villages, 
and establish Sunday-schools, Between 
20 and 30 from Enon volunteered their 
services, and were appointed to visit 
Lessness-heath, Erith, Greenhithe, Cray
ford, Bexley, and other places, to hold 
meetings for prayer and reading God's 

Word. And it is pleasing to note that in 
most of them places their efforts led to re
gular Baptist ea.mes being formed. Thus, 
while the aged pastor, Mr. McGregor, 
was waiting for his call to ~lory, his 
heart was cheered to see Z10n break 
forth on the right hand and on the left. 
Rejoicing in the promiee, "I will never 
leave theet nor forsake thee," he entered 
glory in his 88th year, having for nearly 
4 7 years held office of pastor. 

The Church continued in a flourishing 
state under the ministry cf Mr. Culver 
until after the Battle of Waterloo, 
18151 when it suffered many losses owing 
to tne reductions in the Government 
establishments, yet the Lord sus
tained it, 

Until the year 1825 Mr. Culver 
preached three times every Lord's-day, 
and also on week evenings, then his 
strength failed. .At this time the 
steps of Mr. Bowes were directed to 
Enon, and he assisted the aged pastor to 
the profit of the Church. As it was 
evident that Mr, Culver's work was 
done, Mr. Bowes was chosen and recog
nised May 19th, 1826. John Stevens and 
other ministers were present to conduct 
the services, and the dear old pastor, Mr, 
Culver, closed with prayer. From this 
time he became weaker,andsweetlyfell 
asleep in Jesus on September 29th, 
1827, having been pastor 30 years. He 
was a man of God and truth, who, by 
the integrity of his principles, the sim
plicity of his manners, the affection of 
his disposition, and his spiritual conver
sation, lived and died in the affections 
of all who knew him in ilhe truth. 

At the commencement of Mr. Bowes' 
ministry the Church was declining, but 
it revived, and his labours were crowned 
with success. After nine years he was 
invited to take the pastorate at Bland
ford- streeti..much to the regret of this 
Church. .t:1.is resignation was received 
with great reluctance, the friends at 
Enon being deeply attached to him. He 
frequently visited Enon, preaching our 
anniversary sermons, and was always 
welcome. After the removal of Mr. 
Bowes, Mr. Galpine was pastor for a 
short time. Then the Lord directed the 
Church to Mr. C. Box. He was unani
mously chosen pastor, and publicly re
coP!ised on May 13th, 1840, Twenty 
mmisters were present, and a large 
number of friends to welcome the new 
pastor. Between the time of Mr. Bowes' 
removal and the settlement of Mr. Box, 
the Church was in a low condition, but 
under the Divine blessing he was the 
means of raising it. During the 31 years 
of his pastorate he had many tokens of 
the Lord's blessing. With earne,t prayer 
and zeal he laboured for the good of 
Enon, and some of us present can re
member that the joy of his life was to 
preach Christ, He resigned in 1871, 
being 76 years old1 but occasionally 
came and preached ror us, and presided 
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11t the Lord's table. One of his last acts 
w11s to receive four of our members into 
fellowship. He died in the Lord, March, 
1881. 

We were soon directed to our brother 
John Hunt Lynn, who was unanimously 
chosen pastor, and remained with us 
until 1874. His ministry w11s blessed to 
many, He always manifested the true 
loving spirit of the Gospel, 11nd those of 
us who laboured with him are 11lw11ys 
pleased to give him II hearty welcomJ 
when he visits Enon. From the time 
the Lord sent our l11tepastor, Mr. Squir
rell, among us, we were graciously pre
served through cloud and sunshine; for 
during the four years Mr. Brittain held 
the office of pastor, and the four years 
we bad supplies the same blessed Gospel 
truths were preached, loved, and main
tained, as was proclaimed at the com
mencement of the cause. Oar late 
beloved pastor was unanimously chosen 
in February, 1882; his labours were 
blessed to both Church and congrega
tion. The Lord gave him and the 
Church peace a.nd prosperity continu
a.Hy. The theme of ministry. like bis 
predecessors had been, was " Salvation 
through the blood a.nd righteousness of 
Jesus Christ," a.nd his resignation called 
forth feelings of deep regret. May the 
Lord still be with him. In March last 
year it became our duty to seek for sup
plies, knowing that our pastor's labours 
with us would terminate in August 
Our God had graciously preserved Enon 
in the good old way for 134 years, and 
we had faith enough to believe that He 
would still be our helper and guide. We 
sought His direction, a.nd in the provi
dence of God one of our deacons was in 
Suffolk in April last, and visited Ola.re 
for the purpose of being present at the 
Good Friday ~ervices. where Mr. White 
wa.s pastor. Mr. White was known to 
us, having several times preached a.t 
Enon, so our brother called to see him, 
and was surprised to find that he had 
reeolved to leave Clare, for which he 
gave good reasons. 

After our brother had been thus in
formed, he then spoke of Mr. Rquirrell's 
resignation, a.nd found that Mr. White 
was in total ignorance of it. 

As deacons. we prayerfully consirlered 
it for six weeks, and believing Mr White 
to be a man of God and a man of truth. 
and also being fullv persuaded we were 
guided to him by God, wA mane known 
the circumstance to the Church on May 
29th, 1890. After obtaining a letter 
from the Church at Clare iri confirma
tion of their pa~tor's removal. thf' 
Church gave Mr. White a unanimous 
invitation to supply three months, with 
a view to the pastorate. As this period 
a.pproaobed its termination. it became 
evident that the Lord had sent him in 
our midst, for his ministry was received 
with increased pleasure and profit by 
both Church and congregation. Ac-

cordingly the Church met on .Tanuary 
rnth, and gave him a unanimous invita
tion (less one vote) to the pastorate. He 
having accepted the office. we obtained 
an honourable rlismissal from the 
Church at Clare, and other communica
tions proved that nur paetor W!'s held in 
high esteem at Clare. for WP, have thfl 
good wishes of that Chnrch for his and 
our prosperity. On Lord's-day, February 
1st, our beloved senior deacon. Rohert 
Abrahams, who for upwards of :;r, years 
has been a member of this Chmch. 8R 
years of which he has honourably sus
tained the office of deacon. gave our 
pastor the right band of fellowship in 
such a touching manner that will not 
soon be forgotten. We sincere! y trust 
that the union formed may be for the 
glory of God, the good of the Church. 
and the advancement of our Redeemer's 
kingdom. Our prayer is, ,; 0 Lord our 
God, let Thy work appear unto Thy ser
vants, and let the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us. And establish Thou 
the work of our hands upon us. Yea., 
the work of our hands establish Thou 
it." ( Oth!!r particular., next month). 

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
A very excellent meeting was held on 

Friday evening, May 8th, under the 
auspices of the Sunday-school Com
mittee of the Metropolitan ~ssociation 
of Strict Baptist Churches. A first-rate 
pa.per wa.s read bv Mr. R. E. Sears on the 
"Pulpit and the Sch0ol," and which wa.s 
heartily received. It was also unani
mously resolved that it should be 
printed. The Conference was attended 
by a goodly number of pastors. deacons, 
superintendents. teachers, and officers 
of various Churches and schools. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
The reports received monthly are very 

encouraging. All the stations are more 
or less prosperous. Our agents corn prise 
men of varied gifts and qualifications, 
but all are earnest in spreading the 
truth. 

We have two missionaries supported 
from funds specially contributed
Brother Pandian. at Pursawalkam, 
Madras citv, who is maintained by the 
Church at Tring. is a clever and learned 
ma.n. well ver,ed in the Tamil classics, 
and, like the Apostle Paul. able to quote 
from the poets and to reason with the 
elite. Rome time since we received a 
printed lecture of his against baptismal 
reg-i,neration; and quite recently Mr. 
Doll informs us that "at the reques~ of 
the so-called National Church. brother 
Pandian delivered a lecture befori, a 
larg-e audience of ed1wated men. his 
subject b!ling- The New Test,,ment 
Church." He is indeed a useful brother. 
who consecrates his learning- to the 
Lord's service. During- the illness of 
the Bible woman at thi• station, P1rn
dia:i:'s wife has supplied her place. She 
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also takes great practical interest in the 
school at Cosapet. 

Our good brother Narrainswamy (a. 
native gentleman of the medical pro
fession), who preaches at Bia.ck Town, 
11'1 adras. neither receives nor desires a.ny 
salary; but brother Nursia.h, his as
sistant missionary, is entirely supported 
by a kind friend connected with one of 
our London Churches, and thus the light 
of the Gospel is sustained there. 

This special feature of our mission 
seems to re obtaining favour. There 
are several stations where additional 

glad. " Brethren, pray for us! " and 
send us rnon the long-looked-for 11ssist
ance, to strengthen the work of our 
h11nds.'' 

Communications, donations, or sub
rnriptions may be sent to either of the 
honorary secretaries-JOSIAH BRIS0OE, 
58, Grosvenor-road, Highbury New 
Park, N.; I. R. WAKE LIN, 33, Robert
street, H3mpstead-road N.W. 

Further donations for the Famine 
Fund (me last number) are also urgently 
requested. 

agents are required, a.nd it is remark- SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK STRICT 
able that in most cases the workers a.re BAPTISTPASTORS'CONFERENCE. 
rrndy to be employed-a.ye, in some The above fraternal society held its 
cases, although ,ery poor, have given spring meetings at Bungo.yon Wednes
their services gratuitously until the day, April 1'3th. A right hearty wel
•committee may be a.ble to vote them a. come was accorded our Conference by 
small monthly sa.la.ry. Respecting one pastor J. D. Bowtell and the friends at 
of these Mr. Doll rema.rb:-" Is there Bethesda Baptist Chapel. 
no brother, or sister, or Church, that The first meeting was devoted to 
-could find the moderate salary asked united and earnest supplication, com
for? (a.bout 24s. per month). Shall we mencing at 11 o'clock, and being con
pull down the Lord's work which has ducted by brother William Gill, presi
been opened up by Him?" dent. Truly, the Lord was with us as 

Brother Noble also writes in a similar we pleaded for one another and for 
strain. Our good brother, we find, is the kingdom of Christ. Our beloved 
supporting at his own expense five poor brother, S, K. Bland. gave a very sweet 
orphans, one of whom he is training for and encouraging address upon the pre
the ministry. He finds, however, that cious relationship expressed in " Our 
this isalmost beyond his means, and Father." 
asks if any friend or friends at home After the luncheon we met for busi
would like to share this burden. Rs. 5 ness1 when brethren Sa.pey, of Norwichj 
(a.bout 7s. 6d. per month) would pay for Davidson, of Old Buckenham; ana 
the maintenance of one of these poor Frankland, of Friston, were cordially 
children. Who will relieve our good welcomed as members. Brother Pun"''S 
brother of this expense? He does not excellent paper on "The Study of t'be 
wish to relinquish the responsibility. Word" having sold so well, a second 

'Crgent appeals continue to be made edition was ordered to be printed. 
by our superintendent, Writin!!' re- Brother L. H. Colls was appointed to 
cently, Mr. Doll remarks:-" More write·the next paper. the subject to be 
a.gents a.re wanted for collecting and "A Denominational Look-out." 
keeping together, and imtructing more The brethren then proceeded to a 
fully in the things of God, our converts mutual and very interesting discussion 
from heathenism, who are humble, upon a variety of subjects. A public tea. 
simple, and genuine believers in the followed, This was succeeded by a 
Lord Jesus. We earnestly appeal for public meeting. Brother Woodgate 
more help, for many are a.wakened, and read the Scriptures, and brother Sapey 
are hungering for the bread of life. offered earnest prayer. The president 
Will vou not hearken and help us? Will then gave a very comprehensive ad
you still turn a deaf ear to our repeated dress upon "Church Membership, its 
and earnest appeals? May the Lord of privileges and obligations," Brother G. 
Missions hear our cries, and move the Dra.ile, of Sbelfanger, spoke tenderly 
bea.rts of His believing people." and emphatically upon ''The Necessity 

But it is in the 'l'innivelly district of Family Worship." Brother G. Pung, 
that the Lord has most abundantly of Norwich. gave an excellent address 
blessed our labours. Several baptif ms upon" The Promotion of Christia.Ii life." 
ha'l'e been rrnently reported, al so some A collection was taken for the society, 
happy deaths, which show that the and brother S. K. Bland thanked the 
truths of the Gospel have given "solid Bungay friends for so kindly entertain
comfort" when human help was of no ing the Conference. We thank God, and 
avail. ta,ke courage as we look back upon these 

Writing of several stations in this meetings. "The Lord of Hosts" is with 
-district, Mr. W. A. Doll reports that in us." We have realised it, and rejoice in 
a.ll 108 (one hundred and eight) candi- the growing uni_ty and increasing pros
,dates are now waiting for ba.ptirm. He perity of our so01ety. 
concludes his report thus:-'' Every- --
where souls are being gathered into our BURY-ST,:EDMU~DS.-WESTGATE· 
mission Churches. The Lord is doing j ROAp.-Spe01al rnrv10es were held on 
,great thrngs for ue, whereof we are April 28th, when two excellent sermonR 
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were prenched by Mr. P. Reynolds; in 
the afternoon from Phil. iv. HI; evening, 
Gal. iii. 25. An excellent tea was served, 
when about (iO fat down. Theeeservices 
were held to raise a little money to help 
the came. After paying all expenses, I 
was enabled to hand over to the trea
surer 4Gs., which was received with 
many thanks. May the Lord bless these 
services. We were glad to see brother 
Evan_sJ of Rattlesden, and his good wife; 
also .Mr. H. Backhonse, Mr. G. Baker, 
and Mr. W. Dixon, The Lord be praised. 
-A. H. HART. 

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SO
CIETY.-The 84th annivermry meeting 
was held in Exeter Hall on Monday, 
May 4. The Hon. P. Carteret, D.C.L., 
presided, and after prayer, our beloved 
brother, Mr. J. E. Hazelton, the secre
tary, read extracts from the most 
valuable report, a copy of which should 
be perused by every reader of the E. V. 
& G. H. The moiety carries out to the 
letter its title, and the disbursements of 
its funds is conveyed to the recipients 
with a pleasm·e and joy by those whose 
hearts are touched by grace, inspired 
with a spirit of love and delij?ht in 
doing good to God's tried and afflicted 
children. We have never read a report 
so touching and true in every respect. 
There are now 1,235 persons on the 
society, receiving pensions amounting 
to upwards of :£7,800 annually. Beside 
this, there are gifts of coal (315 tons 
-during the past year), and other neces
saries, and not least among the generous 
-donors to the aied poor are the kind 
gifts to the pensioners by J. T. Morton, 
Esq. Nine years have elapsed since 
J. T. Morton, Esq., the munificent 
friend of the pensioners, commenced his 
gifts to them. The committee have 
-during the past year distributed the fol
lowing timely presents for Mr. Morton, 
and on behalf of the recipients they 
would again express to him their grati
tude:-4,126½ yards of flannel. All the 
men, and such of the women as could 
not make for themselves had ready
made garments, through the committee 
and lady visitors; an eighth half-ton of 
coals, in instalments, to all pensioners 
,1ualified to receive them; 88,; boxes of 
groceries; 85 pairs of blankets (scarlet 
and white) to all pensioners received 
since the last distribution; volumes of 
Scriptural exposition, sent direct by Mr. 
Morton. Messrs. J. OrmistoniG. Hazel
rigg, A. J. Baxter, Dr. Bu linger, J. 
Inskipp, J. Vaughan, and others gave 
suitable addresses, and among those 
Present were Messrs. E. Mote. Abbott, 
Hodges, Sharpe, Parks, and many other 
aotive officers who have the society's 
welfare at heart. Some of the speakers 
referred to the importance of aiming to 
secure the interest of the young in 
efforts on behalf of the aged. It was 
suggested that as young people had 

clone great things towards the support 
of societies by their vi~orous uee of col
lecting card~, they might be asked to 
spare a little of their energy by way of 
gathering from friends and relatives 
funds for the continued support of this 
most beneficent work. Mr. J.E. Hazel
ton, the secretar7, of whose unflagging 
zeal on behalf o the society everyone 
had a good word to say, would, no doubt, 
gladly respond to any requests in this 
direction, We can with the utmost con
fidence urge the claims of tbia Christ
like society upon the attention of our 
readers.-J. W. B. 

SERVICES OF SONG. 
DEAR Mn. EDITOR,-! think your 

correspondent, T. Vincent, has taken a 
somewhat pessimi~tic view of the song 
rnrvices held every now and then in our 
chapels. 

I hold that, .,roperly conducted, they 
prove very useful adjuncts to the ordi
nary methods of catering for the mental, 
moral, and spiritual requirements of the 
faithful, and the faithless, too. These 
8ervices are not held on the Lcrd's-day, 
nor do they usnrp the regular functions 
of the preacher at the week-night meet
ings, 

They are pleasing accessuries, and in
asmuch as they are founded on, if not 
entirely made up of, striking and inte
resting portions of Holy Writ, it is dif
ficult to understand the a ppro pria teness 
of the term "carnal," applied to them. 

Is the carnality in the music? This is 
not the contention of our friend, who 
avows himself a lover Gf music. and so 
is saved from the denunciations pro
nounced against the man '· who is not 
moved with concord of sweet sounds." 

Now, if the carnality is net in the 
wo,·ds, and not in the music. we are 
driven to the conclusi!'n it must.be some
where in the combination of the two, 
and the presentation of this deadly mix
ture to the people assembled. This is too 
absurd to be seriously discussed. 

But cannot our friend look at the sub
ject with young eyes? We are anxious 
to intuest our young men and women 
in the best and most important of 
matters, and to promote an attachment 
to the house of Gcd-to its ser,ices and 
institutions. Their musical t:i.stes are 
catered for by the world in moot seduc
tive fashion, and if we can ,,rovide 
means of indulginl;' their natural in
stincts by the practising and rendering 
of services of song we are, in my judg
ment, doing incalculable goccl to our 
rising race. 

Surely, too, your correspondent dces 
the singer and the listener at these ser
vices an injustice when he rei resents 
the one as angling for applause (seldom 
if ever indulged in), and the othfl' oscil
lating between a feeling of grntifi.cation 
and dis~atisfaction. 

Such has not been my experience of 
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t~ese sen·ices. On the contrary, I be
lieve they are often refreshing seasons, 
and calcnlated in no small degree to lift 
the heart to God with devout acknow
ledgmentof His goodness in affording us 
the power of hymnin~ His praises on 
earth, an exercise which, in a nobler 
degree. is to form the ble,t employment 
of our lips in the Better Land. 

I am. youro fraternally, A. STEELE. 
DEAR MR. EDITOR, -I am right glad 

that my old friend and brother. Mr, Vin
cent, has spoken his mind on services of 
song. He is, I am happy to learn, of the 
same mind on this question he was when 
we used to go to the house of God 
together. I am pained to see many Strict 
Baptists descending to these amuse
ments. It seems so awful that His name 
who has said. " Thou shalt not take th~ 
name of the ·Lord, thy God, in vain," 
should be used to entertain an audience 
with. The people go to be pleased, and 
give unmistakeable expressions of their 
approbation or disapprobation of the 
performance. Oh, for a right concep
tion and deepened sense of the greatness 
of that little word God, so that we could 
not dare to misuse it. J. COPELAND. 

BETHX AL-GREEN. -Special services 
were held in Hope Chapel, Norton-street, 
on Thur,day, May 7th, 1891. Brother 
John Box preached a thorough gospel 
sermon from the words," He that dwel
leth in the secret place of the Most High 
shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty" (Psa. xci. 1). The preacher 
dwelt upon the r,o.•t?1re and the advan-
1 a.qe of the persons referred to in the 
text. There was a public meeting in the 
evening, brother F. T. Newman pre
siding. Although our brother occupied 
altogether a new position to him, yet he 
presided in a very efficient m:inner. The 
meeting- opened by singing'· Kindred in 
Christ," and after readin!? Ephes. ii., 
brother Wyard sought the Lord's bless
ing on the meeting. Brethren Box, 
Reyn :ilds, Parnell, Myerson, Porter, and 
Copeland spoke of the things they had 
tasted of the Word of Life. -J. C. 

PIMLICO. - CARMEL. - The Good 
Friday services were exceedingly well 
attended. Sermons were to have been 
preached by Mr. W. Winters, but owing 
to his affliction, be was prevented from 
fulfilling his eng-agement, and the be
loved pastor, Mr. J abez Parnell, preached 
in his stead. Collections most encou
raging. God be praised. 

lfn ~cmoriam. 
DEAR BROTHER WINTERB,-The Lord 

has lately taken from our midst a 
heloved brother. well known in many 
Churches, and highly esteemed by all 
who knew him-THOMAS NORTHCOTT. 
Our brother was for some years deacon 
of the Church at How-street, Plymouth, 

and when that Church was scattered he 
cast in his lot with us at Ebenezer 
S_tonehouse. _I haq ma~y opportuni: 
ties of conversing with him during his 
last illness, and al ways found the one
subject he delighted to sreak of was 
Christ. He would say, " want none 
but ,Jesus. He is everything to me 
now.•' He was taken worse on the night 
of March 15th, and at six o'clock in the 
morning he quietly fell asleep in Jesus 
We followed his remains in 12 ca.rriagei 
to the Plymouth Cemetery, where many 
more Christian friends were gathered 
to express their love for the memory of 
a beloved brother in the Lord. , I 
pre11;che<l a f~neral sermon on the'. fol
lowing Lord ~-day from Rev. xiv. 13. 
-W. TROTMAN, Stonehouse, Devon. 

In loving memory of S.ARAH, daughter 
of Thomas Edwards, who passed into 
eternal rest, March 18, 1891, aged 30 
Years. "Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want." 
"Thou art my trust from my youth." 

DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD -I 
feel most acutely having to commu
nicat-e the demise of my late pastor and 
esteemed friend, Mr. JAMES J. CLINCH, 
who passed away to his heavenly rest at. 
3.30 this morning (May 7th, 1891). He 
was taken poorly last Friday, and on 
visiting him on Monday he requested 
me to cancel his £ngagements for three 
months, aa he felt rest was indis
pensable. Seeing him again on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, I found that he was 
suffering from bronchitis ant'! influenza. 
but little did I think his end was nigh'. 
He became partially unconscious, and 
died without a struggle. However, our 
loss is his eternal gain.- Yours faith
fully, on behalf of the sorrowing widow, 
JOSEPH AMEY, 53, Louise-rd., Stratford. 

The cause of God at Grays has sus
tained a great loss in the removal of our 
beloved brother WM. HEYMER. senior 
dee.con, who peacefully fell asleep on 
February 26th. Our departed brother 
was born on Dec. 16th, 1832, at Kelve
don, near Brentwood, Essex. About 
the year 1870 he became deeply exercised 
in spiritual matters, but was greatly 
helped by reading "Pilgrim's Progress." 
Also on one occasion he was invited to 
a class meeting, with the view of gettini,r 
comfort, but witbont avail, for he could 
say with ,Joh, "Miserable comforters 
are ye all." About this time he became 
a hearer of Mr. John Whitmore, where 
he found what he wanted, food for his 
soul. He also occasionally attended 
Zoar, Gravesend, where he was fre
quently blessed. From this time the 
work of grace in his own heart he never 
doubted, though it was often sorely 
tried by the world, sin, and Sa.tan, For 
,Jehovah has determined His grace shall 
be tried. There being no cause here, he 
early in the year 1878, became deeply 
impressed with the importance of 
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starting one, and resolved by the help 
of God to do so. Aooordingly he called 
a few friends together in his own h<>use 
the result being a room was opened in th~ 
month of May, Jn the following October 
a Church was formed of three members. 
In November W. Heymer, with three 
others, were baptized at ZoarhGraves
end, and with another brot er was 
added to the little cause, and the Lord 
has further blessed the day of small 
things. (See full particulara in GOSPEL 
HERALD for August, 1879.) His last 
Sunday on earth was spent in the 
sanctuary. He will be much missed in 
the Church, and much more so in the 
family. The loss to those left behind, 
however, is his eternal gain. He was 
exceedingly fond of the hymn com
mencing, "O Zion, afflicted with wave 
upon wave;" likewise, ·'Thy mercy, 
my God, is the theme of my song." 
His favourite author was Dr. Watts. 
Above all, his chief study was the Word 
of God. "Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord " ( Rev. xiv. 13). His 
remains were interred in Grays Church
yard. Mr. W. Winters conducted the 
funeral service, in the presence of a 
large number of the relatives and friends 
of the deceased. 

Our dear mother, MARY ANN SIMMONS, 
who died at Clapton, February 14th, 
aged 79, was born at Isfield, Sussex, 
February, 1812. She married in 1832, 
and soon after attended the li.ttle Strict 
Baptist chapel, and she also had godly 
neighbours. When I visited her in her 
illness, she said, "Oh, how I used to 
creep into the passage to hear that man 
pray, and wished I was like him." In 
May, 1857, she lost her dear husband, 
after a long illness, and at this time we 
had a dear servant of God, Mr. Joseph 
Warren, of blessed memory. At quite 
the beginning of 1858 Mr. Warren 
preached from the text. " When my 
heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the 
Rock that is higher than I" (Psa. lxi. 2). 
It was made the means of setting her 
soul at liberty. In the following March 
she, with myself, was baptized at Dane
hill, Sussex. (See account in the E. V. 
for July, 1858, p. 168.) By the provi
dence of God, she was removed to London 
in 1861, and joined the Church at 
Homerton-row, where she remained an 
honourable member till her death. She 
had many trials, but she would often 
say, "I have had many visits from my 
heavenly Father." Her mind at times 
wandered, but whenev/lr we mentioned 
the name of Jesus, she would answer in 
language like this, "I want my beloved 
to take me home, to be with Him for 
ever and ever." No murmur ever escaped 
her lips; indeed, "at eventide it was 
li!l'ht." Shortly before she died she 
said, "Come, Lord, and take me home." 
She tried to talk, but we could only 
hear, "All hail I" as· if repeating the 

verse. Herendwaspeace.-S. MrTCHEr,r,, 
Islington. 

Mrs. C. N. ANGELL, of Rockville, 
Conn .. U.S. America. By her daughter, 
C. F. Fitch:-
'Tis done, 't.is heaven recalls her; I resign, 
And bow obsequious to the will divine. 
But ahl the sad event when first I knew, 
Each comfort from my wounded bosom flew. 
I heard. I felt, I sank beneath the stroke; 
With very grief my vital spirits broke. 
The dearly loved I viewed consigned to 

death, [ cried, 
Full was my blee ling heart, and thus I 
0 that with my loved parent I had died. 
A thousand of her soft, endearing- words 
Flew to my mind, and sharper pierced than 

swords. 
She gave me birth, and many fleeting years 
I've been the object of her anxious cares; 
Through helpless infancy she saved from 

harm, 
And nursed me in her tender arms. 
She sympathized in every pain and grief, 
And would have borne it all for my relief. 
And is that preciom~ life for ever o'er? 
And shall I find matern:11 love no more? 
In vain this vast terrestial hall I trace; 
I view no more that lovely, dearest face, 
No more her soft, indulgent accents hear 
Which bade my mind by Virtue's compass 

steer. 
Oh worst of days, that has bereft of life 
So dear a mother and so fond a wife. 
Where shall I go to ease my burdened heart? 
Where find a friend who'll bear with me a 

part? 
Alas! there's none. Oh let me weep n.nd sigh
ru mourn and wail my loss until I die. 
Thus nature felt and spoke, for reason fled, 
And faith and hope lay buried with the dead. 
But there's a God-a never failing Friend, 
Whose pity, love. and goodness knows no ~nd. 
I know Him such. I to His footstool flew, 
And found His promises were firm and true. 
He heard my sad complaint: He gave relief, 
And bade me rise superior to my grief. 
Hush, nature, then I cried, no more complain; 
She welcomed death,and sttid. Lord,quickly 

come 
And take me hence; I long to be :,,t home. 
She blessed her house, and hid them ce:1,e 

to weep, 
Then with a trnnquil smile she fell asleep. 
Hail then, dear saint, in thy immortal rest, 
Rejoice with :111 the spirits of the blest: 
Live with thy God, nor let my partial mind 
E'er wish thy stay from joys so unconfined. 
But let my grateful heart in praise :1scend 
To that all-gracious. a.11-vietorious FrienU. 
Who guided, loved, and kept thee \o the end. 

GATHERED HOME. - Dear Brother 
Winters -I hope it is well with you. 
I often :.Vish that I could have a word 
with you, but have not been able. Of 
late I have been amon!$" many kind 
friends in the Churches of our God, and 
the word has been well received, and 
many have borne testimony of its power. 
At home I have been engaged in visiting 
the sick and s.ying, buryrng the dead, 
preaching, &o. Recently the Lord has 
taken from earth to heaven some of the 
best of saints. Brother W:u. YOUNG, in 
the prime of life, was soon _cut d_own. 
His voice at the prayer-meatmg will be 
heard no more. The Lord had given to 
him a great gift in prayer, and I have 
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heard him with rnul profit. A dear and 
belm•ed sister, Mrs. EBENEZER SMITH, 
after a long and painful affliction, fell 
asleep in Jesus January 2ht. Her end 
was peace. She was asked whether she 
was afraid to die, Her answer was, 
"No!" Her last words were, "Come 
unto Me," and'' He is altogether lovely," 
&c. When she could not walk to the 
home of her God, she was taken in a. 
trap, and at last in a bath chair, and used 
to sit in the aisle. I shall not forget 
her Jocks at times, when the tears would 
run down her face for joy that she was 
there. Tbe.belowd hmband has lost a 
beloved wife, and the dear children a. 
kind and loving mother. May the 
blessing of the Lord so rest upon them 
that their mother's and father's God 
may be their God Another brother, 
BENJAMIN MOORE, aged 87, passed to 
his eternal home some time since He 
had been a member of the Church for 
over fifty years. He longed to be in bis 
place in the house of his God. He, too, 
will be missed at the prayer-meetmg. 
He was happy in death. His last words 
were, when I saw him a. few hours 
before his death, "Jesus, my all, to 
heaven is gone," &c. I spoke to him of 
that portion of the word in 2 Tim. iv. 
7, 8, and as I read it he utter~d heartily 
a responsive Amen. His dear family are 
lovers of the truth. They have lost a 
loving and praying father. They were 
readers of the E V. and G. H. from the 
beginning. Our beloved sister Mrs. 
WARD, at ter a Jong and painful afflic
tion fell asleep in J esns Dec. 7th. She 
was 'a Jamb in the fold: She wanted to 
know more of Christ. The Lord 
reigneth. May He gather in others to 
His fold here who shall walk worthy 
of Him.-R. C. BARDENS, Cottenham 
Cambs. 

ELIJAH PANNELL, for twenty-two 
years an honourable member and for 
nearly ten years deacon and super
intendent of the Snnday-rnhool at 
Ebenezer Baptist Chapel, Hertford. 
Our dear brother was removed in provi
dence to London in 1875, but still re
tained his membership with us till June, 
1890, when he was transferred to the 
Church at Shouldham-street. He was 
called home on TueEday, March 17th, 
aged 78. His remains were brought to 
Rertford and interred in the burial 
ground ~f All Saints' Church, his late 
pastor, Mr. R. Bowles, officiating. 

On February 19th, 1891, our aged 
brother JAMES GOLDING passed from a 
poor worn, and weary body into the 
pres~nce of his Lord at the ripe age of 
79 years. It has been my joy to have 
many very precious seasons of refresh
ing with him in his loneliness, and to 
hear from his own lips of the loving kind
ness of God towards him. He was bap
tized by the late Mr. Lukeham, and for 

many years was connected with the 
Church at Keppel-street during the 
ministry of the late Mr. Milner. For 
about four years be lived a lonely life 
at Walthamstow, his dear wife having 
died in the Lord some years ago. When 
able, which was but 0rnldom, be wor
shipped with the friends at Waltham. 
stow. It fell to my lot to conduct the 
funeral services at Chingford, and to 
commit his body to the grave in a 
blessed hope of a joyful resurrection, 
on Wednesday, March 4th. We en
deavoured to improve the event atZion1 
Walthamstow\ from Rom. v. 21. We ha.a 
a good assembiy.-ADAM MARKHAM, 

JAMES PEGRAM, an old trustee and 
deacon of the Baptist Church, Hert
fo1·d, died at the advanced age of 91. 
and was interred in the Bengeo Church 
burial ground on Saturday, March 14th 
1891. ' 

On March 24th, 1891, there sweetly 
fell to sleep in Jesus, SARAH, the be
loved wife of Edward Millard, of Bath, 
and daughter of the late William 
Huntley, for many years the faithful 
and devoted pastor of the Baptist 
Chapel at Limpley Stoke. She was 
called by grace in her 23rd year, under 
the ministry of her father. The por
tion that was applied to her heart with 
converting power was 1 Tim. i. 11: 
"According to the glorious Gospel of 
the blessfd God." She was baptized in 
the river that flows through that lovely 
valley, and thus boldly confessed 
Christ. Like many others of the 
Lord's people, she was chosen in the 
furnace of affliction, and for twenty 
years was confined to her bed, suffering 
at times great bodil7. pain. But grace 
was given, and the ' shoes of iron and 
brass" enabled her to tread with peace 
and fortitude the thorny way. -To visit 
her was a means of grace to believers. 
Her afflictions were blessedly sanctified 
and prcduced in her a mellowness of 
Christian experience most helpful to 
those around her. As the end drew near 
she was" more than conqueror." Hear
ing that the doctor had given up hope 
she cried, worn out with weariness and 
pain, "I hor,e I shall not be clirnppointed 
this time. ' Blinded with suffering, 
and in only a semi-conscious condition, 
she was asked, "Is all well? Can you say, 
' I will fear no evil, for Thou art with 
me' 1" Lifting her sightless eyeballs, 
and with a smile of heavenly radiance 
breaking over her face, she answered, 
"My precious Lord." At another time 
she said, '' I shall be satisfied when I 
awake with Thy likeness." "Then you 
are not satisfied yet 1" " Oh, no ; but 
I shall be then." And thus she went 
up out of the wilderness of sin and 
sorrow, leaning on her Beloved. The 
funeral sermon was preached by her 
brother. John Huntley, the veteran 
pastor of Widcombe, fnm 1 Cor. xv, r.7. 



MR. W. H. LEE, PASTOR, BOTOLPH ROAD, BOW. 

( See page 219.) 

®ternitu ! 
OF late we have had solemn thoughts of eternz"ty as relatz"ng to God and 

duration, and of the soul, that mysterious thinking principle within, 
which is destined to live, either in bliss or woe, for ever and ever:-

" And is eternity so near? 
And must we all, and soon, be there? 
Prepare our souls, 0 blessed God, 
To meet our long, our last abc0de." 

The. word eternity occurs only once in the text of the authorised 
Bible (see Isa. lvii. 15); but on three other occasions it stands in the 
margin, i.e., 1 Sam. xv. 29; Jer. x. 10; Micah v. 2. But eternity, when 
God is the subject, always denotes duration without end-absolute 

Vot. XLVIII. JuLY, 1891. P 
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eternity. How sweet is the thought that our blessed Lord "inbabiteth 
et.ernity," and all those who die in Him pass into that which He inhabits. 
The eternity of God is expressed in His being from everlasting to ever
lasting, as in Psalm xc. 2 (see also Dent. xxxiii. 27; Heb. ix. 14). In 
this sense the love of God is everlasting or eternal (Jer. xxxi. 3), of 
which we ha:ve had a little for~taste. The eternity of .His government is 
clearly seen m the words, "I hft up My hand to heaven and swear I live 
for ever "-eternally. This unlimited continuance of power proves 
Him to be self-existent and unchangeable, which precious fact is highly 
valued by spiritually-exercised souls. To know that He never chano·es 
in the execution of His covenant of grace is sweet indeed. Thus He bis 
to His people Alpha and Omega, "the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever." 

Jesus is "Priest for ever," and all His saints are priests through Him, 
to the utter exclusion of all pope-madt> priests. His blessed Gospel, like 
Himself, is eternal, and is called '' the everlasting Gospel (Rev. xiv. 6 ,. 
It wi11 be preached down to the end of the world, but its glorious effects 
shall ne,er end. His redemptive work is eternal (Heb. ix. 12); hence 
He is the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world (Rev. xiii. 8), 
and will ne,er cease to be such in the estimation of the redeemed, whose 
song through eternity shall be, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." 
His precious shed blood is therefore called "the blood of the everlasting 
covenant" (Heb. xiii. 20). His glory also is eternal, and because of its 
fulness, blessedness, and durability, it is designated by Paul " an eternal 
weight of glory." 

The judgment of the great day is expressed as an "eternal judgment," 
that is, it will irrecoverably determine and fix the destiny of men. 

"Eternal Judge! Almighty Lord! 
Real home and bless 'fby solemn Word; 
.A.nd ob, tha~ we poor sinners may 
Of Thee fiud mercy in that day." 

Let men talk of annihilation of the wicked as they please, the very 
same word in Scripture that is used to set forth the eternity of the saints 
in glory is m,ed to express the punishment of the lost in perdition (see 
Matt. xix. 16; x:xv. 41). Annihilation cannot take place unless God 
suspendJ,J His divine power and law, for He has said once for all that He 
"will by no means clear the guilty,'' that is, he that dies with the 
weight of his own sins upon him. If there could be found any positive 
Scripture to sanction e,en a limited duration of punishmment, then 
there would be grounds for supposing that there is such a place as 
purgatory; and, moreover, the sufferings of the wicked would be 
expiatory, and their restoration would be a reward of merit; but the 
Scripture teaches the very opposite to this. But we have no wish to 
discuss fully at this juncture either the subject of annihilation or limited 
duration of future punishment; suffice it to say we believe in the eternity 
of the saved in heaven, and the eternity of the lost in hell. We are not 
ignorant of the fact that the words eternal, everlastin_q,for ever, evermore, 
&c., refer to that which continues for a long period, such as the cere
monial laws which are said to be for ever (Exod. x:xvii. 21). The 
eternal or everlastii~q hills (Gen. xlix. 0 26) denote their antiquity. Canaan 
is called an everlasting possession (Gen. xvii. 8) because of that which it 
typifies. In the same sense the government promised to David and his 
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posterity is called everlasting, because of its continuity in the spiritual 
dominion of David's greater Son, Jesus Christ . 

. Eternity _exceed~ all comparisons; w~ have no means of judging from 
fimte and time thmgs the true meamng of the word. It is without 
limits, and defies investigation. No one can analyse it. It baffles 
imagination, and men of the greatest minds, when contemplating it, 
bow, saying, "It is too high for us; we cannot attain to it." It is 
beyond all arithmetical calculations. If we go back in thought to past 
epochs amid the dread silence of uncreated night till lost in the dark 
unknown, we can reach no beginning of the" high and lofty One who 
inhabiteth eternity," and of whose character we know nothing apart 
from ,Jesus Christ as unfolded by the Holy Spirit, through divine 
revelation. 

The unalterable state of the "blessed dead" is a sweet theme for 
meditation. Who can imagine the worth of a blood-ransomed soul for 
which such a place and state of exquisite bliss is prepared? None but 
God Himself knows its intrinsic value. Who can possibly know the real 
worth of the price paid for the redemption of a sin-blackened soul, and 
the labour bestowed in preparing a place and state for its eternal felicity, 
but God in Christ and those who have safely reached the home of many 
mansions? 

"And now they range the heavenly pfains. 
And sing their hymns in melting strain,: 
And now their souls begin to prove 
The heights and depths of Jesu's love." 

For such souls the world was made, and Christ and His precious 
Word given. The wicked are spared only for the sake of the righteous. 
How sad and painful is the thought that thousands appear to live for 
nothing beyond this world, and are simply ripening for judpnent. 
Thank God, however, for the existence of a loving and faithful Gospel 
ministry. 

There are but two eternal places that we read of-heaven and hell; 
and only two corresponding classes in the world-good and bad, saved 
and lost; there is no middle class. We fail to describe the eternal joys 
of the saved in heaven, or the eternal pains of the lost in hell; and if we 
could find language to tell the latter, no one would believe the solemn 
fact without grace; and hence the necessity of the new birth (John 
iii. 7), and the mighty operation of the Holy Spirit in the ministry 
of the Word. "0 Lord, revive Thy work in the midst of the years, 
in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy." 

"Roon shall the trumpet sound, and we 
Shall rise to immortality." 

Reader, to wLich of the two places are you hastening? 

W. WINTERS, Editor. 
Waltham .Abbey, Es,ex. 

Fouu RULES FOR LIFE.-A London merchant wrote these four rules 
for his own guidance, and embodieJ them in his practice for fifty years:
If rich, be not too joyful in having; too solicitous in keeping; too anxious 
in increasing; nor too sorrowful in losing. 'l'he Lord gave him wealth, 
and he used it well. 



:21 :2 THE EARTHEN VESS.l<.lL 

PLAIN SPEAKING ON THE WORK OF THE 
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 

An Address delivered at the Annual Meeting of the Suffolk and Norfolk 
Association of Particular Baptist Churches, held at Beccles, june 
2nd, 1891. 

BY MR. GEORGE PUNG, OF NORWICH, MODER.A.TOR. 

DEARLY BELOVED,-As President of the Suffolk and Norfolk 
Association of Strict Baptist Churches for the year of our Lord 

1891, we beg to greet you in the name of our one great Head and 
M_aster, and trust that safety, happiness, and spiritual prosperity may 
alike be shared by all who may gather together from various directions 
to this session. Especially do we hope that when we meet this after
noon to deliberate in committee, and for the transaction of business the 
great Lord of all assemblies may preside over that convention, endo~ing 
it with judgment, insight and foresight, and bring everything to a 
satisfactory issue. And, further, to infuse His Spirit into the hearts 
and gifts of the ministers who may be appointed to minister unto you 
in holy things to-day and to-morrow, that they may be specially directed 
in their utterances, and that unusual benefits may result from their 
ministerial labours. 

Above all. dear friends, it seems to us of the first and foremost im
portance that the gathered saints and associated Churches should, with 
all hearts, hands, and attitude, beckon His august Majesty, so to speak, 
into our ship, that He may be the Pilot of all our affairs, diffusing 
amongst us the spirit of life, of amity, of united and consecrated prayer, 
of a clear and firelight perception of all truth, both fundamental and 
practical, and drawing us into closer and closer affinity with each other, 
that by associated effort we may be the more strongly induced to abjure 
all the newfangled notions of this rationalistic age, all claptrap and 
shingle so popular in our times, and cling to the precious and priceless 
verities of the dear old Gospel of Christ, which we have tried in health 
and in sickness, at home and abroad, in good and ill report, and found 
it to be solid, reliable, and trustworthy. 

Brethren, to use the words of Holy Writ (Luke v. 4-7; Mark iv. 
35-41), we beckon you to help us in the maintenance of the historical 
and well authenticated transactions of the cross, and the grand, sure, 
and indestructible narratives, facts, and doctrines that lie as the basis 
of our most holy faith, for we have not to deal in myths, or illusions, or 
delusions, nor mere abstract ideas, but concrete substances. Ours are 
no contraband goods, but royal donations, which we prize, and have 
been witnessed to by the ages of all saints, wide awake, prayerful, and 
learned men and women, who did not take huskR for fruit, nor sand for 
found<.tions, but who were certain that under their feet was the solid 
roek of divinely verified and trustworthy truth, for which they wtire pre
pared, by the grace of God, to dare scorn, fire, the guillotine and scaffold, 
all inconvenience and vulgar contumely heaped without stint upon their 
holy heads by the phalanxed forces of the hour and the powers of dark
ness. 

We say they knew the truth, they loved the truth, and the truth 
loved them, and they counted not their lives dear unto them, so that 
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they might run their race and finish their course with joy, and the 
internal ardour of the living fire of God the Holy Spirit suatained, 
urged them on, and carried them through to the attainment of yon 
blest home. And this very day, in this very tent, holy brethren, we, by 
the ear of faith, can hear their preans of victory as they stand before 
the Lord, and oh! may God help us to be the worthy sons of such worthy 
sires, true as steel to truth and Calvary. For this reason, brethren, -we 
require a Captain who is always ready to come. Mark tells us they took 
Him into the ship even as He was. He did not stay to arrange His 
toilet, nor did they. Some of the so-called seamen of to-day want a 
very fine Christ and a very fine rigging to their ship. Then they mn~t 
burn incense on board. Better burn their nonsense, and do as these 
men did, "take Him even as He was." But no. they cannot do that. 
Some want a Unitarian Christ, some a makeshift Christ, some a Christ 
they can help, and some no Christ at all. But I trust we require and 
desire a Christ who can help us-help us to pray, to love, to 
live, and help us to preach as He would have us preach, and what 
He would have us preach, preaching straight, pure, and true, 
preaching Him, the only Him, and cf Him who is this moment 
the admiration of the Father and of all the serried hosts of the 
heavenly world; Him the happiness of the archangels, the fire of the 
seraphim, the lustre of every star, the light of the sun. and the joy of 
every saint. And if this Association is to have any utility in the future, 
as in the past, it will be in the proportion as Christ and His truth and 
His efficient working fills every crook, corner, and craney of its entire 
machinery, giving it forward impetus in paths of His own direction, 
and filling the hearts of His people and ministers with a heaven-inspired 
enthusiasm which will make them burn in holy prayer for the new birth 
of precious and immortal souls; and like the celebrated hush of old time, 
so we burn, that so we may glow, that by so glowing and burning we 
may, like it, be rendered imperishable in the fire. 

Brethren, we say of this, "Our Association." Well, yes, that is 
right in one way, but it is of no m0ment that it be ours if at the same 
time it is not the Lord's. It is His, we trust; if so, be it in others' 
esteem ever so sorry a hulk, with Christ in the vessel we'll smile at the 
storm. Storms there are all around us, and the theological sky is 
lowering, but this is our joy, even the winds and the seas ol:ey His 
behests, and now and again, if the vessel, bow and stern, seem to dip 
and take water, yet, since He is in it, how can she sink? Let all hands 
on board to-day take courage and abide, since lowering clouds and 
swellin~ waves are under His mighty control, bless His holy name. And 
when He tells some of us to go over the other side, or launch into the 
deep, it is in order that we may see Him new wonders perform. We 
may not relish to let go our m0orings, for I presume we are all too fond 
of hugo-ing the shore. But there are not many fish near the shore. 
Some ;f us have tried coast-fishing-, but caught little. Then let us obey 
sailiD" orders and launch out into the deep of doctrinal and experi
ment;i truth 'and let down onr nets, for deep-sea fishermen do, :it times, 
catch fine h~uls· and besides all this, thEre is no gaining the other 
side unless this b~ don~. Maybe there are some headers in the WftY; 
but then He said '; to the other side," and that, dear old salts, does not 
mean to sink in the middle. Tossings, heavings, and hell-winds there 
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no doubt will be, but the moment He stepped on board that meant final 
security. When our faith is small, and the winds are stingy, and our 
sails are shattered, and our masts are bare, and fingers on ropes are 
frozen, yet le~ us, try and keep our eyes steadily fixed on His words, 
"the other side,' for nought, however foul or squally, can hinder us 
from attaining that destination, for " the no small winds" that are sent 
to hinder doth but hasten the reaching the diYinely-predestined shore, 
because no heavy storm can bear down to destruction the soul, the 
Church, the association that bath Him in it, even though He be asleep 
in the hinder part of the ship. If He is not disturbed, let us at least 
try not to be. If the devil lashed that storm, we may be sure it was 
with a view of sinking Christ to the bottom. He knew he could nohow 
sink Him awake, so with an eye to luck he would try his hand when 
Christ was fast asleep, for by hook or by crook he designed, if possible, 
to cover HiR ruin. Ah! but God is more than a match for Satan, so, 
awake or asleep, Christ, and therefore we are safe. And on this ground, 
if for no higher motive, we beckon all Churches and all brethren of the 
same faith and order to come over and help us. Be ye, as Luke has it, 
partners with us in this fish-securing business. Churches, like vessels, 
deepen in the water in proportion as they are laden with God-given 
fish. 

But, brethren beloved, we would not sound an unnecessary alarm to
day. Yet suffer a pastor of over thirty years' standing to put the query, 
Are we any too earnest, or too anxious, or too prayerful for the awaken
ing and quickening of the people who form our congregations? Might 
we not, without incurring the odium of being thought unsound, plead 
more earnestly and more intensely for the Lord to direct us where, how, 
and when to drop down our nets? We all say, 0 for more fish in our 
boats, good, sound Calvinistic specimens of young, godly, prayerful 
men and women. Our boats-Churches-may begin to sink. Christ 
will see to it that no godly fishermen or boats, i.e., Churches, shall sink 
out of His sight that are faithful to His business, to truth, and to men. 

And need enough there is for this faithfulness, seeing how on every 
hand all who love the distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel, and con
tend for straight lines of demarcation in and for the family of God are 
scouted, and the vilest epithets are used in the daily Press and monthly 
(so-called) religious journals of the day, who, if they insert a small 
paragraph concerning us, put it down in1a corner, and add a contemptible 
sneer. And no godly minister with only ordinary discernment can fail 
to observe the feverish agitation there is amongst all classes of the 
religious community, by pen, press, and pulpit, to handicap us as a 
denomination, to negative doctrines, and to obstruct our increase, while 
on all sides the camp of truth see upheavals and commotions, scepticism, 
and rationalism, sacerdotalism, and spiritual paralysis all as prevalent as 
flies before a thunderstorm, portentious of a swarm of evils for our 
young ministers of truth to contend against. God help them. Many 
of our young men, offshoots of ministers, deacons, and Christian mem
bers, are colleagues of free-thought debating societies, until they are 
like walkingencyclopffidias,crammedfull with ill-digested questions, which 
they in their greenness air everywhere, and fulminate against God, 
ministers, Churches, and fathers, until the very atmosphere around and 
in some of our so-called Bible-classes is impregnated with this brimstone 
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of hell, rendering it unfit for pure-minded Christians to breathe. When 
scoffers creep into our Churches and home-circles, and when the most 
impure, filthy, and indictable literature is stealthdy smuggled into every 
corner of our homes, an~ t_he conte_nts t?e:eof gree~ily devoured by our 
young people, so that this mformat10n-if mformat10n you can call it
becomes the mental stock-in-trade over bench and counter, 0, alas! 
have not we need to be anxiously concerned for our home and family 
life? 

Brethren, let us combine to face these wily, deadly foes. Ours is 
now no longer the fires of Smithfield, the thumbscrew, or the rack, but 
the more subtle, more invidious, more impalpable form of Satanic attack 
upon every form of truth dear to God and saint. Verily he knoweth 
that his last days are nigh. Still awful havoc may be made even in the 
very death throes of the devil. They are not his, but Christ's own 
children that he spends all his hellish ingenuity upon, with the forelorn 
hope that in the last terrible and indescribable catastrophe he may drag 
down the slopes of perdition the very children we have given birth to. 
0 God, have mercy on us, on our Churches, our families, our Sunday
schools, and upon our young people who leave our rural parts for more 
populous though less safe districts; and every day, beloved, our cry shall 
be to that God-man whom even the winds and the sea obey, that "What 
manner of man is He?"-the ever-present Man, the all-powerful Man, 
t',e nonsuch Man, the Man who bath ears to hear, a heart to feel, and 
hands to help-to Him, l say, our prayers shall be. Even though they 
tell us there is no such a thing as ani:;wered prayer, we will go on at it 
still, for we believe He is mighty to save from the storms that are 
everywhere. The air is full of them-class against class, man against 
man. The world and the Church is full of unrest, and many of our 
members and ministers are moving from their moorings. The dear old 
doctrines of grace, together with the inspiration of the Scriptures, are 
looked upon with an acant eye, and held in discount and distaste by 
those who put in the contemptible claim for higher thought and higher 
criticism. Let us, dear friends, take heed to our ways, lest we be caught 
in the whirl and furor of rati<malistic and self-dominated theologians, 
for in an assembly like this these things should be esteemed as nothing 
less than the downright hellish effort of Satan, through his earthly, 
though scholarly agents, to fill the atmosphere of the Churches with 
pestiferous doubts concerning the Scriptures and the holy contents thereof, 
and to catch the unwary and unstable in the cyclone of infidelity and 
eternal death. · 

We very earnestly and lovingly beckon unto you all to be partners 
with us in maintaining the taughtness of our Churches, so as that none 
of the ~acred truths and practices committed to your trust by the Holy 
Ghost be wantonly and perfidiously discarded, as by some, and sub
stituted by the veriest driblets and modicums of so-called teaching, as 
though the baseness and_ treac~ery of men co~ld no lower run in than_ by 
making themselves the hideous mstruments of foul mg truth, and deludrng 
souls to death of being the accommodatiouists of the hour, and thinning 
down the Go~pel to worse than Union skilly; but let us strive to place 
before men the Gospel in all its masculine and native grandem, not as is 
the custom to-day, eliminating it of its backbone and neutralising it of 
its strength until it wears the appearance of a cadaverous corpse, but by 
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the help of God presenting it as a ruddy, all-round, full-orbed Gospel 
with that in it which can save, comfort, and edify, a supernaturai 
Gospel. the Gospel of fire, the fire of the Holy Ghost. This, and this 
only, can keep our spiritual lives alive, and give force and power to our 
ministry. Our Churches and institutions, apart from this, however well 
arranged and organised our machinery may be, we shall be as Samson, 
shorn of our locks and despoiled of our eyes. Our distinctive senti
ments, howe,er good in them~clves, will be utterly futile unless the 
living fire of Ezekiel's wheels be in them and us. Otherwise we shall 
incur the disdain and derision of the ungodly Philistines. Therefore, 
holy b:ethren, we ~eckon !-1-nt? you that with all migh_t and main ye do 
help With us to stnve to give m all our Churches Christ and His truth 
the regal place it deserves. We know no godly minister of any section 
will trim the Word of God or lower the standard of revealed truth. We 
say revealed truth, for we will not contend for sects and creeds of men, 
but for the doctrinal truths and Church discipline of this rightly 
hallowed Book. There are difficulties in it, no doubt, which we in our 
lifetime shall not surmount, but let us go on, not being deterred by the 
adverse criticisms of learned but carnal men, whose ornate polish, lack
ing the beautiful grace of humility and godly fear, dares them to venture 
where angels fear to tread, and whose rashness leads them and others 
into inextricable labyrinths, where they stagger and stumble into deep 
and dark condemnation. 

Brethren, let us strive more than heretofore to place persistently 
before our charges those sweet, pure, soul-saving and soul-refreshing 
truths which form the foundation and backbone of a godly man's faith. 
First and foremost we must insist upon the prime necessity of the Holy 
Spirit's work in all salvation matters, as that whatever a man has, if he 
is not the subject of the Spirit, he is, in a Gospel sense, nothing. We 
have not the faintest disposition to inveigh against mental and scholarly 
acquisitions, providing they are under the control of a gracious and 
sanctified heart. On the contrary, we deem it to be of growing import
ance that we apply ourselves assiduously to the acquisition of as much 
mental machinery as lies within the circle of every man's attainment, 
knowing as we do that ignorance ii,s neither help nor ornament to the 
Gospel, but that sanctified learning and research, intellectual breadthR, 
robust thought, and even brilliancy of style, are splendid vehicles for 
the conveyance of the Gospel to the thinking powers of our fellow-men. 
The public would not think of mistaking the frame for the picture, or 
the embellishments for the substance. No, Christ and His dear Gospel 
are never likely to be the less appreciated for being presented in language 
and manner befitting their dignity. All pulpit exercises should, to say 
the least, be pure, true, devoid of unseemly, harsh, and ruffianly matter 
and speech, and rectangular with the best instincts of godly hearts and 
n:inds, and every inference we draw, and every point we try to make, 
lie parallel with the prescriptions of the Spirit, so that sin should never 
be greater than grace, nor its heinousness deeper in hue than that 
Christ's blood can cleanse, or a man more naked than His righteousness 
can cover, or further off than divine arms of mercy can fetch him back. 

Thus will the elect of God be comforted, and their poor drooping 
hearts be lifted up, stones cleared out of their path, the way to the 
Gospel table made pleasant, hydra-headed presumption be knocked on 
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the head, and sweet, though timid, godly fear, encouraged to look 
towards God's holy temple, and her parched and faintinc:, lips wetted 
with the wine of sacred love, causing the lips of those who" are asleep to 
speak, to speak to Christ, to speak to His Church; yea, brothers, may 
the very floors of our Father's house be sodden with this inspissated 
wine, this soul-inebriating liquor, for it is our contention that those who 
drink the deepest draughts of this precious covenant love are not likely 
to be cold, coarse, slack, or indifferent to life and morals, or Jess con
tentious for sound and wholesome doctrine, nor Jess tenacious in their 
grip of denominational characteristics and features. And though we wish 
to be deferential and courteous to other sections of the Christian Church 
around us, yet are we nevertheless determined not to lower the standard 
of truth, as we have been taught, to gain the approval of any man on 
earth, for thereby should we offend the generation of Thy people. We 
had better by far offend an whole island of the ungodly than hurt the 
heart of one child of God, for, forsooth, all heroism is not yet dead. ~ o; 
there are martyrs for truth and principle even yet. All honour to them. 
You may find them in the ministry, in the diaconate, in the Church of 
Christ, in the family, behind the counter, bench, and plough. All such 
we hail heartily. We beckon them to our side as compatriots in the 
struggle for the maintenance of undivided, unsullied truth. And may 
dear old Suffolk never want brave and brawny Christians who shall 
stand well to their guns in the fray of truth against error, and fishermen 
who shall stick to their nets, and may God yet send shoals of fish to 
their catching, so that they may be obliged to beckon unto their partners 
to come and lend them a hand. 0, our God, hasten this in our day. 
Let us all always remember that while we have in God's Word reliable 
and trustworthy basis for our faith, yet we would not live· in the past 
only, for we have in this very tent, in this very hour, a witness to our 
spirits of the life and power of saving godliness. 

Let us therefore take inspiration for the future. The Roman 
Catholics and the High Church party taunt us with having no authority 
for our proceedings as Nonconformists, because we repudiate the claims of 
earthly seats of ecclesiastical government, whether Pope or monarchy, or 
heirarchy. Our reply is, that so far as the political and social power of 
our country is concerned, we wish to be loyal. Yet in the spiritual 
Tealm we have no liege-lord, but a living, loving Christ, and profess no 
amenability to any laws other than those laid down by the Holy and 
infallible Spirit, whom we believe to be now incarnate in the true Church. 
And, further, we emphatically believe that this Spirit is not only the 
source of our life, but likewise the source of all Church regulations, and 
the indisputable source of holy anointing and divine right and fitness 
for the preaching the everlasting Gospel. So that we are not self
imposed, but hold and retain our position as bishops in the Churches 
by the direct command of the King, and may we hold our office in fear 
and handle truth with trembling, and may the benediction of the Holy 
Trinity rest richly on us all, so that we may clearly discern and temi
ciously hold to the · fact that eighteen hundred years ag·o our blessed 
Lord organised His Church, which was, and still is, the only true estab
lishment and spiritual constitution, composed of a body of holy men 
and women, containing within herself inextinguishable and imperisbable 
life and glory. For her faith and practice she is neither ,tnswernble to 

Q 
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human laws or governments, nor subject to their dictation or control. 
The Church never can be subordinate to any save God, by whose 
almig-hty wisdom and power she hath been founded. Therefore is she 
safe beyond the power of men or devils to harm, and free in the holiest 
and highest sense, and need, therefore, never apply to or allow the 
inter,ention of human laws, except it be to secure her civil rights and 
pri,ileges, those rights and privileges which it is the province of the 
State to secure. God is on her side. He is her Legislator. She is the 
seat or throne of the Almighty, the residence of Jehovah, the centre and 
rnurce of all her blessings, and the light which she gloriously reflects 
and scatters upon a world enveloped by the darkness of nature's night; 
and blest by the Holy Ghost, sinners may be brought to know, to love, 
and to ohey her mild and peace-making King, be loyal subjects of His 
kingdom, obedient disciples to His laws, stern contenders for and 
unflinching defenders of the faith, ever endeavouring, at whatever cost, 
to keep their escutcheon bright, their banners unfurled, presenting the 
armorial bearings of the King, the insignia of which are no compromise 
of principles, no admission of human laws, no papistical innovations, no 
yielding to the unholy policies of false philosophies of the day, no 
parleying mth men who would fritter away some of the vital facts of 
Holy Writ. no confederacy or league with an alien Church, no barter of 
freedom for worldly prestig-e, emolument or power, no bending of the 
soul to the slavery of any system which provisionally embraces within 
its communion those who arrogate to themselves the right to ignore the 
nsages and practices of New Testament order in the Churches, for the 
Lord demands that His bishops and pastors should ever strictly regard 
in heart and spirit, in lip and life, the inviolableness of His directions. 
We therefore bold in contemptible scorn the practice of some who by 
their perfidy are false to their communion pledges, and use their influence 
to destroy the legal structure of our Churches, so that we sustain the 
ecclesiastical loss to the denomination of scores of places of worship up 
and down our country. We demur to this as sharp practice upon an 
unassuming and defenceless denomination. Our fathers did not so. For 
the sake of their principles they boldly contended, and for which many 
of them gallantly bled and died in protest against loose life and compro
mise of the blessed elements of sovereign grace, and its irresistible 
influence to bring swift destruction upon the stronghold immorality, 
superstition, assumption, and tbe very numerous pogeny which come of 
indifference. They, I say, believed in and had unparalleled abidability 
in the purposes of God against all the subterfuges and plots of men. 
Since, therefore, these great heirlooms of truth have been handed on to 
us at such a cost, let us never prove dastards to our trust, but by every 
legitimate means, proper opportunity, or occasion show ourselves worthy 
of the bequeathment. Let our ministry be as faithful as was theirs, and 
by our Churches as well sustained. 

Let this Nonconformist body be united, urbane, and loving, standing 
steadfast by her appointed ministers, and by each other, ever contentious 
for the best and widest interests of Zion. Thus, when pastors and 
Churches unitedly strive for God's order of Church procedure, may 
they look and expect the windows of heaven to be opened, and God's 
blessing to fall copiously upon them. Yes, when the daughters and tbe 
sons of Thy people shall be in earnest themselves, and undivided in 
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heart and holy enthusiasm for the practical sentiments of the Holy 
Trinity that lie longitudinally from Genesis to Revelation, and put on 
her beautiful garments, then shall she be strong with the strength of the 
Almighty, and shall go forth making spiritual war with the foes of the 
Gospel, helping in the social, moral, and spiritual qUPst.ions of the hour 
friends of all who are friends of God and truth, and enemies of non~ 
but such as would lessen the importance of the crusade we wage against 
sin and Satan, knowing that before a child with truth on its side the 
battlements of sin shall fall, and the poisoned breath of the unholy 
vanish away. 

[We hope next month to publish Notes of the Sermons preached at the 
Annual Meeting of the Suffolk and Norfolk Association.-ED.] 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY-No. VII. 
MR. W. H. LEE, PASTOR, MOUNT ZION CHAPEL, BoTOLPH-ROAD, Bow. 

DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,-At your request I attempt to send 
you a few lines respecting the old and new man living in one hou-e. 

I was born on November 2-!th, 1838, at Eastwood-end (at the only shop 
in the villa.ge), near March, Cambridgeshire. My parents were professing 
people. We usually went to March twice on Lord's-day to hear a Mr. 
Betts (Congregationalist). On the reversion of circumstances, my 
parents went to New South Wales (Australia), in 1849; they arrived 
there 8th July that year. As soon as possible my father went on shore 
to see about a house, as we had a good long voyage-17 weeks in the 
ship" Scotia." My dear mother was then expecting an increase (there 
were then living six-four boys and two girls ; I was the third); and 36 
hours after we were landed she died in giving birth to a son, who also died 
five days afterwards. My poor father was like one who had lost his 
earthly all. At that time I do not think he knew the Lord savingly, 
but he doe, now, I believe. But poor mother, where is she ? The 
thoug4t, after forty-one years, is too painful to me whilst I write. We 
were plunged into debt and distress ; my father had little or no cash, 
and so things went very hard with us ; and although poor mother had a 
private income left her by her father, yet she was buried in a parish 
coffin, and Sydney was in a state of bankruptcy at the time. My father 
got employment at an ironmonger's at 18s. per week. My eldest brother 
obtained a situation, and so did I, at 2s. a week, with board, &c. After a 
time, a person, knowing me to be industrious, spoke for me and procured me 
a situation in a solicitor's office. The housekeeper and her husband were 
my employers. Here things went on better in providing with me. But 
instead of shielding me from evil, they taught me to do all sorts of 
<lishonest things; my evil nature had long before this showed itself. 
These people apprenticed me, at my request, to a tailor ; the workmen 
taught me to do those things which ought not to have _been even named, 
hut are in Genesis, Romans i. 20 to end. and 1 Cor. v1. 9-11 (the text 
iu Genesis I will not give); so that, having no kind ?f restr~int, my vile 
nature had its fill in every way, and I took pleasure m leadrng others to 
do the same. My father did not ?are w~at _I did. . 

This kind of thing went on till Gods time to favour Zwn came. I 
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then thought, though I am only 19, I will become religious, and carry on 
my old sinful practices. I then became a tract distributor and a Sunday
school teacher, and gave addresses to the school. I wonder God did not 
cut me down and consign me to hell for ever. No, He did not ; for He 
had given commandment to save me (Psa. lxxi. 3). Once I was called 
upon to pray at a tract distributor's meeting, and I made an attempt, 
but feared I shonld be struck dead. I shall never forget the feelings. 
About this time I attended the General Baptist Chapel, Bathurst-street, 
Sydney. Mr. Voller was pastor; but his ministry never touched me. 
A Mr. Taylor came on a visit from Melbourne to preach. I was sitting 
in the middle of the gallery on the left hand side. His text was 1 Cor. 
xiii. 1, "Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and 
have not charity, I am become as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal." 
This discourse seemed full of ,Jesus Christ, who appeared to me 
just over the preacher's head. I was confounded, and all my sins 
which were many, came upon me. I felt that all in the chapel could 
tell what I was and what I had been guilty of. I lay my head on the 
point of the pew and wept until the service was over. I felt condemned 
and confounded, and knew not what to do or where to turn. I sighed, 
cried, begged, and mourned, and nothing but despair, death, and ever
lasting punishment seemed by lot. 

My fellow workmen, seeing a change, called me a Methodist, and 
sometimes the man I worked with called me his devil ; and truly I 
felt one, and only a fit companion for devils, so that, like the Psalmist, I 
forgot to eat my necessary bread (Psa. cii. 3). About this time a strange 
young lady came to the chapel and sat opposite me. I thought her a 
person I had known as a girl years before, so felt glad, and hoped a 
change had taken place in her, and went to speak to her after the service, 
but found I had made a mistake. The lady is now Mrs. W. H. Lee. 
We had some conversation on religious matters, and I found a great 
union to her in Divine things. She told me she had just come from 
England, and her minister was the late William Allen, of the Cave, 
Stepney, a man of blessed memory. My dear wife was the means under 
God of leading me to see the great doctrines of grace, and helped me 
much in my then perilous state. The young lady with whom I then 
walked out with became jealous at my having so much to say about. the 
preacher. Poor creature ! she knew nothing vitally, I fear. At this 
time the master"s son and myself slept in the shop in Hunter-street, 
Sydney, to take care of it ; and when the gas was out I used to get out of 
bed to pray; and one night I felt like a ship at sea without sails or rudder. 
In my distress I cried unto the Lord, but Satan at this moment came in 
the form of a lion and stood across the shop window at my back. In my 
dreadful distress the perspiration rolled down me, and I dare not move 
lest Satan should pounce upon me, so in the dark I poured out my soul 
to God, who heard me in the day of my distress. At that moment the 
very same person who appeared over the minister when I was convinced 
of sin came and stood between the lion and myself, and the lion with
drew, and my sins went too, and I solemnly ~ay, in the sight of God, 
from that day to this they have never troubled me. 

I have often blushed at what I have done, but the guilt is gone. 
Praise the dear Lord Jesus, my soul was now at happy liberty in the 
glorious Gospel of His sovereign grace and mercy, and like a hind let 
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loose. All glory to the Lamb of God ! Soon after this my master dis
solved partnership, and then each became bankrupt, and my indentures 
were cancelled. I then thought I was a man, and took a wife (at the 
age of 20 years and scarcely five months), the very young lady referred 
to, and I have no doubt but that was of God. We then went to chapel 
in Goulbourn-street; a Mr. Emery preached there, one of the 8tandard 
Brethren. Here the good men would ask me to pray, and then they 
pulled it all to pieces. This drilling did me much and lasting good, 
never to be forgotten. 

After a time Mr. McCure came on a visit to Sydney, and three others 
with myself were for his coming and settling there, indeed without 
egotism I was the working man of the . four. I was then asked out to 
preach by brother Hick, of Kissing Point, Mr. Mills promising to go 
with me, and if I failed he would preach. I did not go then, but did 
some time afterwards. I then went on the gold fields, and there the 
Lord opened my mouth to preach the Word of Life, and made me useful 
to the saving of several poor sinners. We then returned to England, 
and after supplying at different causes was led to open a cause at Boil, 
where I now blow the trumpet. Thus, dear brother, I have given you 
only a very brief outline, and perhaps you will say quite enough. 

I remain, 
Yours in the proclamation and defence of the Gospel, 

w. H. LEE. 
11, Cadogan-terrace, Victoria Park, Sonth Hackney. 

A GRAND EXPEDIENT. 

NOT many months ago the writer attentively listened to an Arminian 
sermon on 

"JUSTIFICATION." 

The preacher is a godly man, largely and deservedly respected for 
his labours in the cause of God, energetically pursued to the best of his 
judgment. The prayers expressed, and hymns sang, were, with scarcely 
an exception, such as no Christian worshipper could fail to join in; also 
the Holy Scriptures were well selected and properly read. The good 
man informed us, that, " by the grace of God, and work of Christ, all 
mankind were placed in a salvable state." 

Now, if all that is intended hereby be, that any of our race who 
repent of their sins, and seek mercy of God through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, shall be saved, we are agreed, "that justification is not onl;v an 
acquittal, but a clearing of character." No objection to that, but possibly, 
"made righteous according to law." "Made righteous before God, 
through the perfect righteousness of the adorable ~edeemer and S~rety," 
might be deemed an improvement by theologians well read m the 
Divine Scriptures. 

" That he was dead a11ainst ' imputed righteousness,' and yet talked 
about Christ being' a s~bstitute.'" W_e are entitled to e_uqnire, For 
whom was He a substitute? and consider what a substitute means 
According to Nuttall's Dictionary, substitution signifies "t~e act _of 
putting one person or thing in the place of another." We ask,\\ as Chns~ 
a "substitute" for our entire race ? We were, moreover, told, " tha•, 
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the infinite merit of Christ's atonement is available for the sins of the 
whole world, and the atonement must not be viewed from the commercial 
point of view," but as 

"A GR.A.ND EXPEDIENT," 

whereby divine attributes may harmonize; "that" Christ has purchased 
salvation for us by His work; we are not absolutely rnved, but only con
ditionally saved. Faith as a link connects us with Christ, as does the link 
which connects the railway engine to the carriages of the train. The good 
man further (most correctly) informed us that the grace of God was the 
originating cause, and the work of Christ the meritorious cause, but 
omitted to instruct us what was the efficient cause. 

It is here submitted, that, calmly reflected upon, the foregoing is a 
jumble of truth and error, so mixed up as to puzzle and confuse ordinary 
hearers; and if, as the writer believes, it be only a fair sample of what 
passes current among, say, hundreds of thousands of Christian persons in 
this country, and the fibres thereof are continually extending, even to 
the antipodes, it may be deemed by the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL 
and GOSPEL HERALD worthy of a small portion of his freight, to carry a 
few words of a suggestive and instructive kind, which are more in 
accordance with Holy Scripture, and give a niore clear and certain 
sound. Necessarily they must be very brief to insure the probability of 
insertion. We assert, that the basis of the belief of millions of divinely 
regenerated perrnns, past and present, for reliance and comfort, has been, 
and still is, the real redemption and efficacious atonement of the 
Omnipotent Lord Jesus Christ; and that the only proofof their personal 
interest in His finished work lay in their practical faith in Him, 
authenticated by a conscious love of holiness, hatred of sin, and all the 
sec:ret habits of their soul Godward, Bibleward, manward, and all that 
which scripturally indicates and certifies that after the inward man they 
are godly persons, having become such through the infinite grace and 
power of the Holy Ghost; and we will further add: Although the old 
man is still alive, and occasions the internal conflict, and will continue 
to do as long as we remain in this world. 

Now, any kind of teaching that suggeHts the possibility of the 
redemptive and justifying merits of the Lord Jesus Christ not being 
absolutely effective, or infinitely valid, tends to shake the very founda
tions of our most holy faith, but which are nevertheless sure aad stead
fast; as the mediatorial acts of the adorable Redeemer on behalf of His 
redeemed, stand on the complexity of His glorious Person, being co-equal 
in His divine nature with the Father and the Holy Ghost. 

What if some very good and well-intentioned inform us that Christ 
redeemed Ahab and Jezebel, equally with Peter and Paul, and both the 
two crucified thieves. We are not compelled to believe it, any more 
than just what the Pope and his appointed cardinals and priests may 
choose to assert. We have only one safe and sure standard, the divine 
Scriptures, and it iE worthy of serious consideration in how many places 
therein the words "all" and "world" do not mean always the same: 
and whether the term "whole word," used in 1 John ii. 2, and the same in 
chap. v. 19, in the same epistle, are to be understood of every individual 
of the human race. 

Again, if we are not to view the atonement from the commercial 
point of view, we confo.s to be "in a fog " about the "grand 
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expedient" point of view; and as we are told Christ has purchased 
salvation for us by His work, and we are only conditionally saved, we 
prefer the commercial view immensely, and adhere to the common-sense 
idea, that when a purchase is made and fully paid for, in the current 
coin of the realm, that which is bought for a stipulated price, the 
purchaser is entitled to receive, and, of course, will assert his right 
of delivery. 

"Grand expedients" are too common among men; but just now we 
are talking about the purchase of the Almighty Master of men, and 
devils too, who is able to command delivery of His purchase for His 
own possession. Before our Lord Redeemer, " the nations are as a drop 
of a bucket, and the inhabitants of the earth as grasshoppers" (see 
Isa. xl). 

The writer has a personal interest in this subject, as he has entered 
his seventieth year, and very frequently thinks about going into the 
next world, which he is habitually conscious may be very shortly. 
"The grand expedient theory" appears to involve the withholding, 
secreting, or ignoring many of the choicest and most precious parts of 
Holy Scripture, whereby the children of God are, so far as the ministry 
of the word is concerned, left in ignorance of their ancient conferments, 
such, for instance, as Eph. i. 3-7; 2 Tim. i. 9; Titus i. 2; and Rom. viii. 
28 to the end, inform us about. 

Why should so many be left sickly weak through the persistent use 
of ambiguous, contradictory and hereditary phrases, which produce a 
diluted theology, and leave so many sincere Christians in a kind of mist 
or confusion. The few texts named as samples being divinely recorded, 
they ought to be published in due proportion with other plain truths, 
judiciously, but clearly. It must be admitted from Luke x. 20, that 
there is a "heavenly register." We assert that when it is brought forward 
every one in the general assembly, according to the Book of Life, will 
answer to their names; and the eternal purpose, the meritorious purchase, 
and the Almighty power of the Triune God will be finally displayed in 
perfect harmony. 

It will be seen that whom the Father specially loved the Son 
redeemed and the Holy Ghost sanctified. If any profess an interest in 
election, without due regard to their sanctification, we object to their 
character, and deem them presumptuous and vain. He that affects con
fidence withBut good principle is like a man who claims an estate without 
any legal right. The nature of addresses to the unconverted is, of course, 
a matter of deep anxiety to every godly minister of Christ, and needs 
-earnest study and continuous prayer and help from the Holy Spirit. The 
safest way is, "Aim to keep within the lines of the Book of books," of 
which the writer is, by the grace of God, 

A.i.'l" OLD STL'DEXT. 

THE STARRY HOSTS. 
SHOT glittering forth from _latitudes divine, 
The myriad worlds roll on m endless spaco, 
Each to pursue its orbit,. vast to t_race, 
As each with each in umty combme,. 
By given laws, to keep each prop~r !me, 
Reflect their light upon each sentrnnt race, 
And beam His praises forth to every place, 
Who thus hath mado them and from whom 

they shine, 

Subservient to His purpose, great an<). wise, 
Their durance, e:.1ch in turn, sha.11 -~ term1-

\Ve'll.as~~re His living t throne in p~i.radise. 
Though He destroy the st.us c.ncl more 

create. . 
From all His purpose glorious things ,1.r~se, 
And hidden glories fill the bFtf~eru:/ibei. ! 

0 Psa. cii. 26; Matt. s:xiv. 3j; l•m, li. G. t Rev. iii. ~l. 
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"JEHOVAH-JIR.EH." 
BY THOMAS JONES, PASTOR, 8LAITHWAITE. 

" His love in times pMt forbids me to think, 
Hew-ill leave me at last in trouble to sink." 

SUCH is our confidence in our faithful and unchanging "Jehornh
jireh ." And such was the patriarch Job's confidence, when he 

said,'' He knows the way I take." Our way is often gloomy and rough 
enough, so much so that it bas often produced a sickness and faintness 
within. Indeed, tempest and terror sometimes appears to brood over our 
head ; but e,en then God's ear attends to the lightest complaint of His 
chosen. 

Our Jehovah-jireb will befriend His people. It is the common 
inheritance of the human family to be mourners. " Friend after friend 
departs." Who bas not lost a loved, valued, and devoted friend? Some
times friends forsake us, because they and us are changeable ; but let 
this thought gladden us-our all-supporting Friend will never loosen His 
bold of us. Of Him only can it be said, "I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee." 

Very many of the readers of our highly-welcomed E. V. and 
G. H. are nearing the evening of life. The declining shadows lie across 
their path. The heart trembles; Nature is quietly, yet surely Rinking, 
the outward man is truly perishing. Yet there exists a deep conscious
ness of an e,er present Friend, w1ose love bas been tested, whose promises 
have been proved, and whose love is still the same. Lean upon the staff 
the Lord bas given thee, for "the mountains may depart-but My kind
ness shall not depart from thee." You may feel, aged saint, that the 
waters look deep. Oh, forget not the promise-" I will be with thee." 
And " they shall not overflow thee." He who bas helped, will help, yes, 
all through, and will bring thee off more than conqueror ! 

Fearlessly, let us go forward, travelling life's road ; for we know full 
well that with God there is an inexhaustible " redundance for all that 
believe." Trust in God, rest in His mercy, cling to His promises; "and 
,erilv thou shall be fed." 

.A.s we proceed on our way we would desire to bave this impression 
deepened in our hearts, that it is not enough merely to acquiesce in 
the di,ine will; but as believers in the Jebovab-jireh we ought to do 
more, we should approve of it. It is one thing to say, "Thy will be 
done," and quite another to say, "Good is the word of the Lord." May 
the Divine Spirit teach us this important lesson. 

In considering this word are we not reminded of the divine and special 
providence which presides over 'the destinies of the Church to-day, as real 
as in olden times over Israel? We think so. This is not a mere opinion 
we have formed, but a dfleply-rooted conviction. J ehovah-jireh is stamped 
upon the walls of Zion, not Ichabod ; and hence provision is made for 
all the needs of Zion's sons, for her advancement, prosperity, and influence 
in the world. Our consolation lies in the fact that the Church founded 
upon this impregnable Rock will brave all the storms and trials to which 
she may be exposed, and after all the storms of hell and men have beat 
upon her she will raise her head in all her glory, beauty, and splendour. 
The Mighty G0d of Jacob is her strength, shield, and Saviour. 

We cannot join the rank of those who predict the Church's speedy 
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extinction. On the contrary, we believe that the Church of Jesus Christ 
will continue to exist until the eternal purposes of heaven are fully and 
wholly accomplished. Until the Divine will is fully realized the Church 
will retain her life, vigour, and power, for this very reason," God is in the 
midst of her. She shall not be moved." 

So then we meet all the great teachers and prophets of modern 
theology, and propagators of modern thought. and the army of free
wiUers, and declare Jehovah-jireh will still provide. His Zion shall still 
shine. the divine light shall still be reflected by the city set upon a hill. 
The little flock who are separated, called, chosen, and redeemed, are still 
God's own, and He will still keep and honour them. 

May these thoughts be helpful to those who form the Church of 
Christ in the world. 

THE GOSPEL MINISTRY. 

Substance of o, Sermon preached at the Suffolk and Norfolk Associatio1t 
of Particular Baptist Churches, June 6th, 1827. 

BY GEORGE WRIGHT, OF BECCLES. 

[Mr. Wright preached many excellent" Association Sermons." The 
following, extracted from '/'he Pulpit (1,828), vol. ix., page 103, was 
preached at Wattisham, Suffolk. (See also the Gospel Herald, 1866-ED.] 

"Whom we preach. "-Col. i. 28. 

THE ministry of the Gospel is an institution of grace, adapted and 
designed for the gathering of the elect unto Christ, and for their 

edification and joy of faith. Their salvation, in subservience to the 
manifestation of the glory of the Lord, is the end of it ; and that this 
end may be accomplished, He holds in His hand the right of sending whom 
~e will to preach the Word. We are t~e servants of His love~th_e 
mstruments of His power-the agents of His purpose. Our authority 1s 
from heaven. We have our commission, not from man, but God. His 
will is the first reason why we minister in word and doctrine: if we have 
been influenced by a lower consideration to enter the office which we 
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fill, we have no Bible credentials : we may mean well, but what do we 
here. setting at nought the prerogative of God ? 

It was the glory of the apostles, that they could refer their calling to 
God Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ ; and feeling the grace, the 
sacredness, and dignity of their office, and contemplating its momentous 
and interesting issues, they were instant in season and out of season, in 
the patience of hope and the labour of love, striving to attain the end of 
their calling. If we are conscious that God hath sent us, we shall labour 
like them ; we shall rush into every opening door of usefulness, and be at 
our post at all times, looking upward for the power of the Spirit to rest 
upon us, and give savour, unction, and efficacy, to our ministrations. We 
shall not ask leave of our kindred worms what we shall say ; we shall not 
court their praise, nor shrink from their censures ; but, honest to our 
trnst, fearlessly lift up our face8 to the brunt of cruel mockings, and inure 
ourselves to hardships. None of these things, nor any like them, will 
morn us ; neither shall we count our lives dear, so that we may finish our 
course with joy, and the ministry which we have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God. 

The apostles and their fellow-workers determined to know nothing 
sa,c Christ, and Him crucified. Renouncing the persuasiveness of human 
eloquence, and the artifices of worldly wisdom, their ministry was 
distinguished by the simplicity of the subject, the plainness of speech with 
which they made it known, and the evident interest they felt in it. They 
preached Christ, not merely because they were enjoined to do so, but 
because He was precious unto them. 

We have the same subject. " We preach not ourselves, but Christ 
Jesus the Lord." Christ the Alpha, and Christ the Omega. Christ the 
root, and Christ the crown of His Church's being, holiness, and glory. 
Christ the head, the righteousness, the sanctification, and redemption, of 
all who believe ; Christ all and in all. 0 for a gust and power of grace 
to exalt Him ! 0.ur's is an employment the most: merciful and the most 
illustrious: unto us is this grace given, that we should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

"The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." Divest the 
ministry of this peculiarity, and you rob it of its glory-you extract from 
it its saving efficacy. "Whom we preach," and not another : not 
doctrines and morals, of which He is not the spirit and substance, but the 
Christ, of God. I cannot tell you all that is implied in this attestation; 
but I shall remind you that to preach Christ is to proclaim the mystery 
cf His person, the pre-eminence of His character, the completeness of His 
salvation, and the efficacy of His offices. 

To preach Christ is to proclaim
L-THE MYSTERY OF HIS PERSOX. 

When we speak of mysteries, we may be ridiculed for adopting the 
term, as the subterfuge of ignorance, by those who assert that our religion 
has no mysteries. They would persuade us that faith is to be of the 
same extent as our rational conceptions, and that the whole Gospel is to 
be comprehended by the unaided intellect of man. They have formed a 
giu-antic estimate of human sufficiency, and, having done so, it is natural 
fo; them to deny to the revelation of God any grace, mystery, or glory, 
in its doctrines, that do not lie within the compass of our understanding. 
They may be men of reason, but it is evident they are not men of faith. 
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A mystery is that which cannot be explained; and one of the crreatest 
mysteries of godliness is that in the person of Christ. " God was ~anifest 
in the flesh." 'l'hat He is man, has been seldom questioned; but that He 
is truly God, is often doubted, and has been virulently denied. But the 
same Scriptures which teach us that He is man, as clearly make known 
His eternal power and Godhead. We have the same divine and infallible 
testimony to accredit His essential Deity, as His humanity. To be con
sistent we must receive or reject both parts of the testimony-eJ3e 
where is reason itself? 

We cannot be wrong in trusting, loving, and worshipping .Jesus as 
the ever living God, if what is written of by the inspiration of the Holy 
One be true. He is called" the mighty God, the everlasting Father," 
"God over all blessed for ever," "the true God and eternal life." The 
perfections, attributes, and works of the supreme God are ascribed to 
Him ; and the same reasons are given why we should honour the Son as 
we honour the Father. Can it be imagined that He would be thus repre
sented, if He were only a man, or a creature of superior rank ? The 
Scripture revelation of Him can answer no other end than to mislead and 
<Jonfound us in matters of solemn and eternal moment, if, notwithstanding 
the ascription of essential Divinity, and the peculiar names and attributes 
-0f the self-existing Jehovah, to Him, He is not God. When we receive the 
Scripture as the Word of God, we are prone to think, in the simplicity of 
-our minds, that its testimonies are definite, correct, and infallible ; and 
that it "is able to make us wise unto salvation, through faith in Christ 
Jesus." But how must our reliance on it be shaken, and indeed how 
deceitful and ruinous must it be, if, when it declares that besides God 
there is no Saviour, and points us to Jesus as the only Saviour, it is not 
to be believed that Jesus is God. It is impossible for us to know what 
we are to do in this case. We are involved in the most despairing 
perplexity. Look at the two propositions: "Besides Gorl. there is no 
Saviour "-but" Jesus is the only Saviour'' : if we deny His Godhead, 
we cashier Him as a Saviour. Salvation in His name is a nonentity; and 
if we trust Him to save, we place our souls in peril of everlasting ruin. 

So momentous an article of faith as the supreme Deity of Christ, is 
therefore declared with the utmost plainness and precision. The terms 
.are not obscure, or of doubtful interpretation ; and the testimonies are 
numerous. 

The Father, speaking to Him, saith, "Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever 
and ever." The Holy Spirit, by the prophet, attested to the Church," Thy 
Maker is thy Husband, and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel ; the 
Lord of Hosts is His name; the God ()/the whole earth shall He be C[tlled." 
'The faithful on earth have ascribed to Him every divine honour and 
prerogative; angels and glorified spirits worship Him day and night, and 
think His name worthy to be united with the Father's in their songs of 
praise. But if He be not God, the testimony of the Father and the Spirit 
is not to be depended on: when they call Him by that name, they do not 
mean what they say ; and instead of believing them, we must wander 
about in endless conjecture, to ascertain, if we can, what they intended 
in ascribing to Him names so absolutely and infinitely inapplicable to 
Him. And awful to think of, there is a deception gone abroad under 
the seal of their testimony. The holy and spiritual part of crea~ed 
intelligences are worshipping one who is not Jehovah; and have earned 
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up the idolatry to the very throne of glory. But can it be that they are 
idolaters? It iR impossible. They worship Jesus; and they do so with 
the highest reason : they have received commandment to do so, for He 
is God. 

IL-THE PRE-EMINENCE OF HIS CHARACTF.R. 
The two principal parts of this description upon which I would remark,. 

are those which teach us that He is Jehovah's representative, and the 
Church's head and fulness. 

1.-It is an essential part of the ministry to proclaim Him as the 
represent£ttive qf Jehovah:" the image of the invisible God." Subsisting, 
by necessity of existence, as a distinct person in the Divine essence, it 
was the pleasure of God to love, choose, and ordain the man Jesus into
union with this Divine hypostasis, subsistence, or person; as the medium 
b, which He would make Himself known in all the works and wonders. 
of creation, providence, grace, and glory. We are, therefore, to carry up 
our thoughts of the person of Christ, the Mediator, to a much earlier 
date than His incarnation, and even than the creation. He was set up 
from everlasting as God-man, in the mind, counsels, and covenant of God, 
as the beginning or basis of Jehovah's ways, before His works of old; 
not, indeed, by the eternal creation of His human soul, which, if assumed 
into union with His Divine personality, would not have been sufficient to
constitute Him God-man, inasmuch as without the body the human 
nature is not complete, the body being as essential to that nature as the 
soul: but the adorable Trinity was pleased to constitute the union of His 
perfect humanity with His self-subsistent person, and to regard Him in 
all their secret purposes, counsels, and acts between themselves, as the 
Foundation of all their open works; as the Medium by which:they should 
be accomplished ; and as the end for which they should be. 

Thus His attributes, blessedness, and glory, are revealed by an express 
image, that we may inherit Him ; being, by right of adoption, the heirs 
of God. Christ is therefore styled "the wisdom of God, and the power 
of God," and" the glory of the Lord:" the name of Jehovah is said to 
be in Him, and they who have seen Him have seen the Father. 

(To be continued.) 

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 
Wellingborough Tabernacle: 8peci1l Re

J)Ort of Jl,eco_qnition Services in Gonnectfon 
with the Settlement as Pastor of Mr. Eber1-
e=er Marsh (late of Lax.field). Price 4d., 
post free 5d. R. Banks and Son, Racquet
court, Fleet street, London, EC., or of 
the Pastor, Wellingborough, Northamp
tonshire. This remarkably cheap and 
well-printed pamphlet of fifty-six pages 
oontains the whole of the intenselv inter
esting services held on March 6th. 1891, 
011 the occasion of the recognition of 
brother E. Marsb, as pastor of Welling
borough Tabernacle. Those who know 
our brother will. we are sure, be de
lighted with this special report, and 
those who do not know him will be able 
from it to form an estimate of his worth. 
In addition to the account of Mr. 
Marsh's call by grace, call to the minis-

try, doctrinal views, letters, &c., will be 
found excellent discourses by Messrs. 
Juli, Mitchell, Squirrell, and Styles. It 
is a splendid memorial of God's special 
goodness in leading our brother Marsh 
to settle in his present happy position. 
We highly commend the notice of the 
work to our readerR, and hope it will 
, ealise the sale it richly deserves. 

Nineteenth Annu~l Report of the Sun
day-school, Penrose-street. Walworth. 
This is indeed a very interesting report, 
consisting of a savoury sermon by 
brother 0. S. Dolbev, and speeches by 
brethren Piggott (chairman), Carr, 
Green, Mitchell, Mead, Bush, Styles, and 
Dolbe_v. By the Balance-sheet for 1890 
it is obvious that the energetic workers. 
connected with this school are at con
siderable expense in carrying it on. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
·SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK ASSOCIA

TION OF STRICT BAPTIST 
CHURCHES. 

ANNUAL MEETINGS AT BECCLES, 
JUNE 2ND AND 3RD, 1891. 

Through affliction we were prevented 
,attendin_g the annual gatherings of the 
Associat10n convened at Beccles. The 

-deprivation we keenly felt, but prayed 
to be kept humble and submissive ta 
·the will of the Lord, and our petition 
was graciously heard and answered. 
We acknowledge with very grateful 

·thanks the kindness of the many be
loved friends who (as we understand) 
inquired after our welfare on the occa
sion, and bless God for the love still 

-existing between us. Never were the 
familiar lines ~f Fawcett more aprcpos 
than at the present juncture:-

" Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love, 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above." 

·" Let brotherly love continue." Amen. 
For notes of the meetings we are 

-obligin\l'lY indebted to our loving and 
indefatigable co-worker, John Waters 

·Banks; also to our godly and energetic 
young friend, P. Barrell, for brief 
sketches of the sermons preached on the 

-occasion, and to our highly-esteemed 
brother George Pung, president of the 

. Association, for a ve,·bat-irn copy of his 
valuable address. 

The beautiful and commodious mar
quee belonging to the Association was 
pitched in Mr. W. Buckenham's 
meadow adjoining London-rd., Beccles. 

Divine service was conducted by Mr. 
L. H. Colls, pastor, on the Lord's-day 
uvening previous to the Association 
meetings, when the tent was fairly well 
filled by members of the Martyrs' 
Memorial Church, and others, a special 
invitation bein!l' held out to persons not 
usually worshipping in any Church. 
On Tuesday morning ministers and 

-delegates assembled :;i.t 10.30 to hear the 
Moderator's address, and an abstract of 
the letters from the affiliated Churches. 
The Moderator for the year, Mr. G. 
Pung, of Norwich, presided, and among 
-others present were s. K. Bland (secre
tary), Josiah Morling (High Wycombe), 
E. B. Lloyd (Sydenham, Oxon, secretary 
of Bucks. Berks.and Oxon Association), 
R. B. Horne (Carlton Rode), A. K. 
Davidson (Old Buckenham), James 
Easter (Diss), George Dearle (Diss), B. 
J. Northfield (March), R. C. Hardens 
(Ipswich), W. H. Evans (Rattlesden), J. 
D. Bowtell (Bungay), Caleb Broome 
(Fressingfi.eld), A. Mor ling (Hadleigh), 
R. A.. Huxham (Aldringham), Wm. 
Dixon (Bradfield-St.-George),Wm. Glas
gow (Tunstall), W. H. Ranson (Somer-

sham), L. H. Colla (Beccles), Wm. Gill 
(Grundisburgh), Titus Field (Chars
field) J. M. Hamilton (Lowestoft) R. 
Frankland (Friston), ,J. Saunders (Ken
ninghall), C. Suggate (Halesworth), J. 
W. Banks (London), ,J. E. Hitchcock 
(treasurer), A. E. Mount, D. Stannard, 
M. E. Green, J. Bonney (Biggleswade), 
Isaiah Smith (Claxton, Norfolk), D. 
Dickerson (Mendlesham), G. Harris 
(Rishangles), A. J. Ward (Glemsford), 
P. B. Woodgate (Otley), Cooper (Wands
worth), I. R. Wakelin (Keppel-street), 
J. Burrows (Camden Town), Reynolds, 
Howard, Applegate, Andrews, .J. An
drews (Waldringfi.eld), Howard, Ling, 
Hart, Haddock,1Bedingfi.eld, Lockwood, 
Cooke, &c. 

Precisely at 10.30 the Moderator, Mr. 
Pung, opened the service by announcing 
Hymn 393. "Kindred in Christ for His 
dear sake." Mr. R. A. Huxham then read 
Psa. cxxxiii., and Mr. Noble offered 
prayer. After another hymn, begin
ning "0 for a thousand tongues to 
sing," the Moderator delivered his 
powerful and timely address,which will 
be found on another paire. At the close 
of the address, Mr. B. J. Northfield an
nounced a hymn, after which abstracts 
of letters from the respective associated 
Churches were read by Mr. S. K. Bland. 
assisted by .IUr. N orthfi.eld :-

" BECCLES.-Welcome to the Associa
tion. Thankfulness for union of peace . 
'rhe word preached had been the power 
of God unto the salvation of several, 
most from the Sabbath-school. Continu
ous earnest spirit of prayer : Bible-class 
prosperous; village station maintained. 
Baptized, 10 ; received, -! ; dismissed, 1 ; 
dead, 6 ; members, 152 ; scholars. 156 ; 
teachers, 15 (all members of the 
Church)." 

The following is a brief summary of 
the position of each of the other asso
ciated Churches: - Watt is ham: ,Wem
bers 102, scholars 90, teachers 9 : Ha!c.,
w01·tk ; m. 51, s. 28, t. -! ; Rattlesden : 
m. 81, s. 87, t.15; Grundisburf!h: m.12:?, 
s. 95. t. H; La;r_jield: m. !~I. s. 172; 
Waldring.field; m. -!6, s. 54, t. ;j ; Somer
sham: m. 51, s. 55; t. 7; Cran,,ford : 
m. 38; s. 20, t. 7 ; Occold : m. 3-!, s. 55, 
t. 6 ; Stoke .d.,h,: m. 177, s. 104, t. 18 : 
Sutton: m. :,I, s. 32, t. 5; Riskanyfrs : 
m. 38, s. 3~. t. 7; Bunr1ay: m. Sti, s. :?iJ, 
t. 6 ; Char.,field: m. 49, s. 85. t. S ; Ha,l
leigh: m. 70, s. G5, t. 8: Tunstall: m. llU, 
s. 90. t. 10; Fre.<.,ingjielrl: m. 61. s. 70, t. 
9; Hv.rne: m. 80, s. SO, t. 12: .dldrinr1-
ham: m. 46, s. 66, t. 17: _\,,r,cich: m. 
155, s. !US, t. 18 ; Bra,zn·etcl : m. ,G. s. 60, 
t. 7; Stowmarkd: m. SI, s. 77. t. 13 : 
Blakc1iharn: m. 29, s. 17; Jle1ull,·sha111, 
m. 4!i. 

Mr. G. Harris having announced a 
hymn, the Benediction closed the morn-
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ing service. A large body of friends 
then adjourned t,o the ToW11 Hall and 
partook of a substantial repast. Mr. 
Councillor Pelis preBided, supported by 
the Mayor (Major Wilson), Alderman 
Masters, the Moderator. Mr. S. K. 
Bland, and Mr. ,T. Sharpe. The tables 
were elegantly adorned with pot flowers 
and plants, and every arrangement was 
made for the comfort and convenience 
of those present. 

After luncheon the chairman claimed 
the attention of the friends for a. little 
time for the programme to be i:rone 
tbrough. He wished to sav audibly 
what the motto at his back· had been 
saying silently, that Beccles gave a 
hearty welcome to the As~ociation of 
Norfolk and Suffolk Baptists, and when 
he said this he felt he was not only 
echoing the voice of the Baptists in this 
town. for he had on his right the Mayor 
and Alderman Masters. and on his left 
friends and ministers ·of other denomi
nations. This Association had been in 
existence for 62 years, and during the 
greater part of that time gatherings of 
this sort had annually taken place at 
some Church or other. If they could 
pry into the records of some of the meet
ings he had no doubt they would be able 
to see there had been many happy and 
glorious meetings. He trusted the 
Beccles meeting might be equally so, 
and that it would stand up in bold type 
to be spoken of in years to come. 

The Mayor, being requested by the 
chairman to say a few words, offered a 
very hearty welcome to the visitors, 
and tru~ted they would believe he was 
not using a mere form of speech, but 
that he did so with !!reat heartiness. 
As their time was limited, he would be 
very brief in his remarks. He expressed 
a very earnest hope that their delibera
tions might be of lasting benefit to the 
large and representative body of the 
Baptist Association, and that through 
all their deliberations there might 
breathe a spirit of brotherly love and 
pure Christianity. Before sitting down 
he again offered a cordial welcome to 
the Association. 

Alderman Masters said he could only 
sr,y ditto to the remarkE of the Mayor in 
welcoming them to this borough. He 
was informed it was twenty-nine years 
ago since the Baptist Association met in 
this ancient borough. and they were re
minde:l. that since that time they had 
lost a veteran of the Baptist Society in 
the person of Mr. Wright, and al~o the 
father of the chairman who worshipped 
in this Church. He wished them great 
success in their meetings. leading to 
greatn i:rrowth and development for 
tl.~ benefit of the community at large. 

Mr. J Sharpe also endorsed the senti
m~n ts of welcome to which utterance 
had already been given. He was 
heartily pleased to see the chief magi
state taking such an active part, not 

only in munici1.1al affairs, but Ohurob 
affairs. They had conferred upon him 
an honour in asking him to speak on 
behalf of the other Non conformist 
Churches, and he took the opportunity 
of saying that he was heartily pleased 
with the Moderator's address. He was 
not in any danger of being converted, 
but he quite agreed with the Modera
tor's sentiments, and was glad they 
were not only going to teach partioular 
principles, but also to stand by the good 
old Book. He trusted that the Baptist 
Churches would unite with the other 
Churches in making war against the 
three gren.t evils of the day-drink, im
purity, and gambling, whether in busi
ness or pleasure. 

Mr. Pung said they congratulated 
themselves as an association upon the
very united and warm-hearted manner 
in. which the Beccles friends had re
ceived them on this occasion. They felt 
honoured, and it was a source of plea
sure to Christian men to see such gentle
man as those who represented the
law rather than the Gospel. He be
lieved in the law as well as in the Gos
pel; but while they preached the Gos
pel, these gentlemen had not only to
preach but unhappily also ofttimes to 
enforce the law. He thanked all for 
their warm reception, and the kind ex
pression of their sympathy. They were 
not ashamed of their principles, but 
they did not profess to be perfect. But
they did profess to be honest to their 
convictions, and notwithstanding all 
the kindness and friendship which was 
manifested towards them on such occa
sions as these they would not be ex
pected to compromise the distinctive
truths that they held, He moved "that 
the warmest and heartiest thanks of 
this meeting be accorded to the Mayor.'' 
Mr. L. H. Colls seconded the motion. 
which was carried by acclamation. A 
vote of thanks was also given to the 
chairman. on the motion of the Mode
rator; seconded by Mr. S. K. Bland. The 
proceedings concluded by singing a 
verse of the National Anthem. 

Shortly afterwards the associated 
ministers and delegates assembled for 
business in the chapel, when Mr. I. R. 
Wakelin, from London, met them, and 
urged before them the claims of the 
Strict Baptist mission work going on in 
India. His appeal was promptly re
sponded to, and those assembled pre
sented him with upwards of £3 on its 
behalf. As the sympathy of the Suf
folk Churches was manifested in such 
a practical form, in like manner we
hope the whole body 0f Strict Baptists 
may respond, that the mission work in 
India may be crowned with the divine
blessing. 

The tent service in the afternoon 
was conducted by Mr. W. Dixon7 of 
Bradfield - St.-George. After sini:rmg. 
Mr. Morling read Acts ii., and offered: 
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earnest prayer. Mr. R. C. Bardens gave 
out Psa. cxix. (Dr. Watts), and Mr. A. J. 
Ward, of Glemsford, preached a solid 
Gospel sermon. Tea was then served. 
In the evening Mr. Dixon announced, 
11 In songs of sublime adoration and 
praise," and Mr. Bardens read a portion 
of the ScripturesJ and offered earnest 
prayer. After a .llJmn, announced by 
Mr, Isaiah Smith, Mr. W, Moxham, of 
Clapton, preached an excellent sermon, 
which concluded the first day's ser
vices. 

THE SECOND DAY, 
As usual, at six o'clock in the morning 

of the second day a considerable number 
were gathered in the tent for praJer 
and praise, Mr. Dixon presiding. The 
meeting was sustained by delegates 
from Churches at Wattisham, Beccles, 
Occold, Laxfield, Ipswich, Stoke Ash). 
and Stowmarket ; Mr. Ranson, ot 
Somersham, closing the service. At 
half-past nine the tent was fairly filled, 
when another prayer service was held, 
and in which the following brethren took 
part: - Broome (Fressingfield), Field 
(Oharsfield), Raunders (Kenninghall), 
Bonney (Biggleswade), Woodgate (Ot
ley), and Glasgow (Tunstall). 

At 10.30 the preaching service began 
by Mr. Pung announcing, 11 Now to the 
Lord a noble song." Mr. W. Glasgow, 
of Tunstall, read and offered earnest 
prayer. Mr, R. A. Huxham, of Aldring
ham, followed with another hymn. The 
first II Association sermon " was then 
preached by the secretary, Mr. S. K. 
Bland, from 2 Thess. iii. 1. 

In 'the afternoon Mr. W. Dixon read 
l John ii., and Mr. W. Gill offered fer
vent prayer. M.r. Pung having an
nounced the 422nd hymn, 2nd part 
(Rippon's Selection), Mr. W. Gill, of 
Grundisburgh, preached the second 
"Association sermon" from John iii. 
16, at the conclusion of which Mr. L. 
H. Oolls asked the friends to rise and 
sing the grand old parting hymn, 
11 Blest be the tie that binds," and closed 
with earnest prayer. 

Hearty votes of thanks were tendered 
to Mr. W. Buckenham, the occupier of 
the meadow on which the tent stood. for 
the free use thereof, together with· the 
use of stabling, sheds, &c. ; also to Dr. 
W.Aldis Wright, thefreeholder,forkind 
consent thereto ; also to the extensive 
hospitality shown by mar;y friends in 
Beccles, &c. 

In the evening an additional service 
was held, when Mr. R. E. Sears, of 
Whitechapel, formerly of Laxfield, 
preached a sound Gospel sermon to a 
crowded congregation. The Association 
is to meet next year at Hadleigh, Mr. 
Broome of Fressingfield, being ap-
pointed1Moderator. THE EDITOR, 

PIMLIOO.-REHOBOTH, - On Whit
Monday tho 42nd anniversary was held, 

when Mr. J. F. Harsant preached a very 
encouraging sermon in the afternoon to 
a l!'ood and generous congregation 
wh10h was much increased in number; 
at tea. The ev~ning meeting, which 
was presided over by the pastor was 
most enthusiastic. Our meeting' com
menced with singing hymn '120, and 
brother Woodrow read a portion of 
Scripture, and brother Sandel with 
quiet earnestness sought the divine 
blessing,which was abundantly granted. 
Brethren Archeri Boulton, Wileman, 
and Harsant de ivered cheerful and 
Christ-honouring addresses, which were 
evidently received in love. Our collec
tions were also good. 

MEYRIOK ROAD.i.. PROVIDE~CE 
CHAP.1'.iL. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. 
On Tuesday, May 19th, the members 

of the cons-regation at Providence 
Chapel, Meyr1ck-road, held reco$nition 
services of the pastorate of 11Ir. R. 
Thompson (formerly clergyman of the 
Church of England), who has accepted 
and now occupies the pulpit at that 
place of worship. The afternoon ser
vice commenced by singing, followed 
by the offering up of prayer by Mr. 
Copeland. Mr. J. Bush presided, and, 
after reading the 103rd Psalm, explained 
in a few but very appropriate remarks 
the object for which they had assembled 
that day. Mr. Box addressed the meet
ing upon the nature of a Gospel Church 
and was followed by Mr. Styles in ai{ 
address respecting the responsibilities 
of Church members. At the conclusion 
of the service the large number of per
sons who had assembled partook of tea 
in the schoolroom, which was presided 
over by the lady friends. 

The evening serviee drew together a 
still larger congregation. Mr. J. eps
dale occupied the chair in an efficient 
manner, and after a hymn had been 
sung and prayer engaged in by Mr. 
Belcher, he made a few opening re
marks. 
AN ACCOUNT OF MR.THOMSON'S CALL BY 

GRACE. 
Mr, R. Thomson then read an ac

count of his call by grace and of the 
steps by which he had been led into the 
ministry of the Strict and Particular 
Baptist denomination. From this it ap
peared that llfr. Thomson had for 
several years been a clergyman of the 
Church of England, during four of 
which years he was curate of St. 
Michael's, Chester-square. One day he 
c:i.me across Mr. Spurgeon's famous ser
mons on baptismal regeneration and the 
baptism of infants, from the pernsal of 
which he dates the commencement of 
doubts and questionings with respect to 
the validity of infant baptism. The 
time oame when he felt convinced that 
he oould no longer as an honest man 
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and as a loyal disciple of Jesus Christ 
sprinkle another infant. He came out 
from amongst his former associates, 
-determined to do that which he knew 
-to be right in the sight of God, Re 
thereafter became pastor of a Baptist 
Church in Scotland, and afterwards of 
one in England. About three years a.go 
he felt constrained by the force of truth 
to join that branch of the Baptist de
nomination which practices strict com
munion, and which consistently holds 
the doctrines of God's free and sove
reign grace. He then referred to the 
way in which he had been led to the 
pastorate of this Church. He had always 
felt very much at home in ministering 
to this people ; he had found they were 
a people who enjoyed the setting forth of 
all sides of Gospel truth ; he felt drawn 
towards them, and when they invited 
him to undertake the pastorate he saw 
that he was being divinely guided in 
this direction. He concluded by saying 
that, although it was not for him to 
forecast the future, yet the Lord knew 
that his heart's desire was that the union 
between pastor and people which was 
publicly recognised that day might be 
so owned and blessed of God that 
neither they nor he would ever have 
anv wish that it should come to an end. 

Mr. Clark, one of the deacons, next 
irave an account of the leadings of 
Providence in the choice of a pastor, 
in which he said they had asked for a 
good gift, and they believed they had 
had it in their pastor, as they received 
him as one of the ascension gifts of 
-their glorified Lord. They had been 
over :.hree years without a pastor, and 
had given an unanimous invite to Mr. 
.A.. E. Realff, now of Guildford, but he 
felt constrained to gc to that place. 
-Other good men had been in and out 
among them, but they could not see 
their way clear. After communicating 
with Mr. Thomson, arrangements were 
made for him to preach in May, 1890, 
since which time he had often been in 
their midst with growing acceptance 
amongst them. In July of last year it 
was decided to bring the name of Mr. 
Thomson before the Church, and in De
cember they determined to give Mr. 
Thomson a direct, hearty, and unani
mous invite to the pastorate, which he 
ultimately accepted. He had grown, 
and was still growing, in their esteem 
and love, and they were full of hope for 
the future. The right hand of Mr. 
Thomson was then joined with that of 
one of the deacon~, on behalf of the 
·Church, and Mr. Mitchell pronounced 
the blessing, after which all assembled 
rose and sang the Doxology. 

The meeting, being now open, was 
addressed by Mr. J. Bush. He said the 
little he had known of Mr. Thomson 
had already kindled a love for him. He 
rejoiced in hearing that gentleman's 
simple testimony how he had been 

brought along step by step until he be
came their pastor. He was glad to 
know why they had chosen Mr. Thom
son. He asked them to love him well 
and trusted that the union then formed 
was one of hearts. The labour of a 
minister was hard-it was so insecure. 
It was like a builder who had often to 
clear away a great deal of rubbish be
fore the foundation could be laid. Every 
member had a responsibility, and it was 
their duty to be present at as many ser
vices as possible. 

Mr. J. H. Lynn s:.id he had been Mr. 
Thomson's pastor, and knew him well. 
He was a man of sturdy conscience, 
which had been put to a severe test. 
Mr. Thomson was a man of cautious 
mind and delicate spirit, and he (Mr. 
Lynn) recommended the members to 
watch their pastor with faithfulness, 
tenderness, and consideration. Mr. J. 
Parnell was pleased to meet Mr. Thom
son, and give him the right hand of 
fellowship as a neighbour. He was 
glad to hear his testimony, and believed 
that convictions impressed upon the 
mind in youth carried with them the 
greatest weight in after-life. He be
lieved Mr. Thomson had associated him
self with just the right sort of people, 
and if they used him well he would do 
the same. Mr. J. Copeland considered 
that they had secured as their pastor a 
man of uncommon character. and if his 
sermons were as full of simplicity as 
had been his testimony, everyone would 
be able to understand them. He was a 
man of faith and courage, and they 
should learn to love him. Mr. Mitchell 
said he was acquainted with the early 
struggles of their Church at Clapham 
Junction, and remembered the room in 
which they held their first meetings. 
Now they had a building of their own, 
and he believed that they were a.bout to 
see better days there. He hoved they 
would expect to find their pastor a man 
and not an angel. 

Mr. W. Toolie urged upon them all to 
bear with one another: It was but right 
that the minister and members should 
be firm and established in the truths of 
the Gospel, and united in one desire. By 
working together they would accom
plish their object. Mr. E.T. Davies and 
Mr. J. Mayhew also spoke, and wished 
Mr. Thomson every success in his new 
sphere of. labour. The meeting con
cluded with Mr. Thomson pronouncing 
the Benediction.-From The Batter.vea 
Herald, 

BANBRIDGE -The year <I890) now 
closing, writes Mr. S. J. Banks, pastor 
(brother of the late C. W. Banks), "has 
been to usasa Church an eventful one." 
Emigration, sickness and death have 
diminished the numbers; still, good 
and lasting work is thankfully re
corded. During the year there have 
been two special missions held, which 
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have been of immense blessing to the 
town and neighbourhood. When we 
remember the enormous difficulties 
there are in reaching the people, it is 
pleasing to record that during the year 
ten were baptized, and added to the 
Ohurch, For twenty-six years, Mr. 
Banks has laboured in Banbridge, and 
now, through failing health1 comes an 
imperative command for him to lay 
aside his active duties. With deep sor
row we say good-bye to a faithful, 
honest toiler. It is cheering to know 
that the committee have provided for 
his temporal wants to the end of his 
earthly pilgrimage. And now, as the 
sword of service falls from his hands, 
we are glad to see it taken by a young 
man of such promise and enthusiasm as 
Mr. Marshall. He has a wide and glorious 
field of labour before him. We trust 
the new year may see in Banbridlfe a 
marked extension of our Master's kmg
dom.-From The Irish Baptist Home 
M·ws-ion Report, 1890. 

assist in this labour of love. On the 
Sunda.;r two sermons were preached 
(mornmg and evening) by pastor Realff, 
and in the afternoon prizes were dis
tributed to each child, varying in value 
according to the attendances made, 
some of the scholars making IM without 
being late once. On Wednesday Mr. E. 
Wilmshurst preached in the afternoon, 
after which a tea-meeting was held. the 
large school-room and class-rooms being 
filled with parents and friends. In the 
evening a good attendanr:e gathered in 
the large Congregational Hall (kindly 
lent), when interesting and instructive 
addresses were given by Messrs. I. R. 
Wakelin, E. Wilmshurst. W. Wileman, 
A. E. Realff (pastor). P. Pickett (super
intendent), and J. Billing. The report 
of the school showed there were 145 
scholars in attendance, with 15 teachers, 
the financial report showing a balance 
on the right side. The special prizes 
were distributed for best behaviour in 
the school, best behaviour in the gallery 
of the chapel. for assisting in the sing-

HAMPSTEAD. - EBENEZER. - On ing, and for the" Search and See" com
Whit-Monday the 64th anniversary was petition, the meeting being brought to 
held, and, although the weather was a close by hearty votes of thanks. The 
most unfavourable, a goodly number of special hymns and anthems were beauti
friends assembled. Mr. Burbridge in fully sung by the children. The col
the afternoon spoke words truly re- lections were good, congregations were 
freshing from Heb, ix. 1-5, and as he large, and there was much to encourage 
spoke of the lfOOd things symbolised, all connected with the school. - The 
and now happily a fact, we could not chapel anniversary was held on Sundav, 
help praising God for the shadow and May 24, also on Wednesday, May 27. 
adoring Him for the blessed substance. The exact age of this cause is not known, 
After "' substantial tea, our brother but it is supposed to be over 200 years 
Preston Davies spoke the Word of the old, and, judging hy thP. services on 
Lord from Gen. xxviii. 15. In closing Sunday and Wednes<lay, shows no siisn 
this favoured day's services, we sang of decav. On the Sunday our pastor 
hymn 752 (Denham's), in which are the preached two sermons on the heavenlv 
following very sweet words:- Jerusalem. from Psa. xlviii. 2. in which 

"Her stately walls are girt with power, the privileges and joys of the Churcli. of 
Safety and strength compose her tower, Christ were feeliil!rly entered into, to 
Firm on a Rock her_pala~e stand~; the comfort and uplifting of many. On 
The glory of the Bwlder s hands. Wednesdav Mr Mitchell the esteemed 

In thinking of this little cause, I can- ! former pastor, ~,is expected to preach. 
not help but thankfully say. "Bless I but owing to affliction was unable to 
thou the Lord, 0 my soul."-ADAM come, and his place was taken by Mr. 
MARKHAM. ,

1
• Sears. who preached in the afternoon 
, and evening. A tea was provided 

ACTON TABERNACLE. - On May I between the services, a good number of 
5th, 1891, special services were held at ; friends and visitors partaking of it. In 
the above place. Mr. Box in the after- 1 the evening the text was from I Pet. ii. 
noon was graciously helped in speaking , 9, the preacher dealing in a terse and 
the Word of life from John iv. 27. After forcible style with his subject. and was 
tea, the evening meeting was presided greatly enjoved. Despite the very 
overbyourfriend,Mr.Wilson,whospoke stormy weather, a large number of 
words of cheer, followed by addresses friel!ds were present at. the W~dnesday 
by Messrs. Archer, Kingston. Jeffs, and ~ervtees. th~ chapel ~emg q~ute filled 
the writer. We were cheered on learn- m the evenmg, and it was mdeed an 
ing that the word spoken by brother enjoyable d!l-Y in the con_rts of the Lord. 
Archer is still blessed of God.-ADAM The collect10ns were satisfactory. 
MARKHAM. 

GUILDFORD. - The Sunday-school 
of the Old Baptist Chapel held their 
anniversary on Sunday, April_ 12, and 
Wednesday, April 15, when bright and 
happy meetings were enjoyed by the 
numerous friends who had gathered to 

IPSWICH,-ZOAR. - Dear Brother 
Winters,-! have much pleasure in 
writing to you. I hope by the blessing 
of God )'<'U are restored to health I 
write asking you the favour of a corner 
in the E. V. &: G. H. to express my feel
ing in some small measure of the great 
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joy I felt in he.a ring our brother C. Hill 
on May 24th. He was greatlv helped 
both morning and evening, and though 
~e overrun the usual. time the congrega
tion was all attention. Brother Hill 
took his text in the morning at 11.15 
and, as you know, he will have his hour' 
and quite right too. At 11.40 I wished 
I were near enough to put the clock 
back. Oh. how I wished the time longer! 
At 12 o'clock brother Hill was as if the 
Lord had sent an angel with a trumpet 
and handed it to him. Dear brother 
Winters, I do rejoice to hear such men. 
Brother Suggate was greatly helped in 
the afternoon, and I can say it was good 
to be there.-JOHN THOMAS BOVELL 
12, Foxhall-road, Ipswich. ' 

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE LA.TE 
MR. GEO. WRIGHT, OF BECCLES. 
The ancient town of Beccles. the scene 

of the ministerial labours of the late 
George Wright, is pleasantly situated 
on the banks of the river Waveney by 
which it is bounded on the north ~nd 
we~t In t_his far-famed locality the 
Strwt Baptists have long flourished· 
and to-day the cause of truth, under th~ 
pastoral care of our brother H. L. Colls, 
appears as united, happy, and successful 
as ever. To God be all the praise. 

The memory of George Wright is still 
ardently cherished by a large number 
of Christian friends in Beccles and its 
surroundings, although many years 
have rolled away since his mellow voice 
was heard in defence of the glorious 
Gospel of Christ. We gather from " his 
own account." published by Mr. S. K. 
Bland in 1874,* that he was born at 
Framlingham, on the 19th of May, 1789, 
when provisions were exceeding dear 
flour being 7s. per stone. In the Jun~ 
of 1809 he went to Southwold where he 
remained upwards of eighteen'years and 
during a part of which time he '.wor
shipped amongst the Wesleyan Metho
dists, and was the subject of deep soul 
exercises. Being anxious to benefit 
others, he began preaching in conjunc
tion with the Methodists on May 29, 
IR14. About four years afterwards his 
mind underwent a great change from 
close study of the Word of God, and the 
Spirit's application of it to his soul. 
The portions of Scripture which con
vinced him of the unsoundness of the 
doctrines he had held were Ephes. i. B. 
4. He says: "The word 'ac.;ording.' 
connectin~ these verses. was like a nail 
fastened in a sure place, and forced 
upon me the conviction that we are 
blessed with all spiritual blessin!l's 
according as we were chosen in Christ 
before the world began. From that 

. -,;:- ' ' Memorials of George '\'\'right, for forty
eight years Pastor of the Baptist Church at 
Beccles: Compiled by Samuel K. Bland." 
London: Elliot Stock, 62, Paternoster-row, 

time the Bible seemed to me II new book 
I could trace the precious truth of God'~ 
electing love in all its pages; and so 
clearly and irresistibly was this doctrine 
presented to mr mind that I was com
pelled to receive it with my whole 
heart." 

Eventually Mr, Wright was led to 
see the Scriptural ordinance of believers' 
baptism, and was accordingly immersed 
March 17th, 1~22. In the following 
April he received an invitation to preach 
at Beccles, and in the May of 1828 he 
was unanimously chosen to the pa•
torate, ~ut did not finally re111nYe to the 
town till Oct. 11th, 1827. His services 
were much sought after by surrounrling 
Churches, but he continued the faithful 
and successful pastor of the Ch uroh at 
~eooles for the long period of forty
eight years. He sweetly fell asleep in 
iJ esus, Oct. 7th, 1873. 

The history of the Strict Baptist 
cause at Beccles, as givan in Mr. Bland's 
excellent "Memorials of Geo. Wright" 
is very interesting-viz.: " In the eariy 
part of last century a small Baptist 
Church was formed in this town and 
connected with a Church of the ~ame 
faith in Rushall, Norfolk, under one 
pastorate. It has been said that Dr 
Gill took part in an ordination servic~ 
by giving a charge to the pastor, and 
that the charge in manuscript is still 
somewhere extant. Probably the pas
tor was Mr. Simmons, who died about 
the year 1759. The celebrated Mr 
Robert. Ro];>inson, t~en a yo'!1ng man: 
preachmg m N orw1ch, was mvited to 
supply the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Mr. Simmons; but on the 
recommendation of 11'1 rs. Anne Dutton 
of Great Gransden, Hunts, a woman' 
wl}ose name is fragrant to many of the 
samts of God for her eminently spiritual 
letters and writings, Mr. Robinson was 
requested by the Baptist Church in St. 
Andrew's-street, Cambridge, to preach 
the word of salvation to them, and 
eventually he was settled in the pas
torate of that Church. Not many years 
after, the Church in Beccles was dis• 
solved. 

"An interval of about thirty years 
elapsed, when a few brethren in Beccles, 
who had obtained mercy, attended the 
ministry of that faithful servant of 
Christ, the late Mr. Job Hupton, of 
Claxton, Norfolk, and were baptized by 
him on a profession of their faith. Clax
ton being ten miles from Beccles, the 
journey thither on the Lord'a-day was 
attended with much inconvenience, and 
in the year 1805 these brethren con· 
sidered it their duty, though with very 
insufficient means, to build a house for 
worship in their own town, that others 
might enjoy with them the word and 
ordinances of Christ. At a subsequent 
period galleries were erected, and from 
time to time various alterations were 
effected for the purpose of affording 
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sufficient accommodation to an increae
ing congregation." 

From plane prepared by Mr. S. K. 
Bland, a new chapel was erected in 18(;0, 
on a piece of ground p_resented to the 
friends by Sir Morton Peto. Near the 
site of the chapel three faithful men 
were burnt at the stake in the reign of 
Queen Mary and in honour of their 
loyalty to <Jhrist and His truth the 
fnends named the chapel. "The Mar
tyrs' Memorial." During the latter 
part of Mr. Wright's time, Mr. S. K. 
Bland ministered to the friends with 
much acceptance, and after an interval 
of several years Mr. L. H. Coils was 
chosen pastor, in which sacred office 
he has been upheld and greatly blessed 
to the present day. To God be all the 
glory. Amen.-Eo. 

SURREY TABERNACLE. -Under 
very gratifying circumstances, the 
fourth anniversary of our brother 0. S. 
Dolbey's pastorate was held on Wednes
day, June 17, 1891. On entering the 
chapel in the afternoon, Mr. Lambourne 
was sweetly dilating upon the fact con
tained inisa. lii. 7, "The Lord reigneth." 
The congregation was very large, and 
the preacher was at happy liberty in ex
tolling the Lord Jesus Christ. At the 
evening meeting the pastor presided, 
and commenced the service by singing 
the grand old doctor's beautiful hymn, 

" 0 or God, our help in ages past1 
Our hope for years to come. · 

The Christian's Psalm (ciii,) was read, 
and brother John Bush approached the 
throne of grace for a blessing on the 
meeting, the pastor, deacons, and Church 
at large. Mr. Dolb~ in his opening 
remarks, observed: we are deeply in
debted to the Lord for His continued 
mercies. The present occasion is not 
an ordinary one, and our desire is that 
the Lord may crown this anniversary 
with His divine benediction. In the 
year 1883 it was our privilege to come 
to this great city for the first time. On 
June 4, 1884, we preached our first ser
mon in this Tabernacle, with many 
fears and much trembling, and won
dered whether we should ever preach 
again within these walls; however, for 
over three years as an occasional supply 
we served the Church here, and for four 
years the Lord has been pleased to 
sustain us as pastor. When we look 
back we are surprised at the help 
afforded. Sometimes we wonder how 
we shall get over the Sunday; but in 
felt weakness we have been sustained 
through your prayers, and thus we are 
enabled to report the continued and 
abiding goodness of our God. While 
many have been laid aside, the Lord has 
grao1ously granted us a measure of 
mental and physical strength to attend 
to the service and worship of His house, 
and He has also imparted spiritual 

strength to break the bread of life, and 
thus you have been fed. God's goodness 
has been manifest in His presence 
which is the secret of all power both 
in the pulpit and pew. His go<i!ness 
has also been manifest in that He has 
kept us in the truth. This is a great 
blessing in our da;v. God has kept us 
and all the praise 1s due to His graciou~ 
sovereignty. During the past year 
some have been transplanted to the para
dise above, but the Lord has given us 
others. The Lord has also sustained 
the deacons, and we pray that we may 
have their prayers and counsel for many 
years. Mr. Dolbey concluded a warm
hearted address by saying they were at 
peace. Brother Thomas, of Tring, 
spoke on the sword of the Spirit. 
Brethren White, Lambourne, and W. 
Harris gave savoury and spiritual ad
dresses. A token of Christian love was 
presented by Mr. Bumstead to :Mr. 
Dolbey, in the shape of a picture repre
senting the works of God in the floral 
world, neatly painted by Miss Bumstead, 
which the pastor accepted and acknow
leged in suitable terms. Among others 
who took part were Messrs. Boulden, 
Carr, Rundle, Crowhurst, Davey, and J. 
W. Banks. 

HOXTON. - Services in connection 
with the 150th anniversary of Jireh, 
Mount-row, East-road, City-road, were 
held on Tuesday, April 28th. A sound 
gospel sermon was preached by }Ir. 
Cornwell at 3.30. A cheerfnl tea took 
place at five o'clock. Evening meeting 
commenced at six o'clock, presided over 
by Mr. Rundell, and very encouraging 
addresses were delivered bv brethren 
Boulton, Burbridge, Burreli. Beecher, 
Cornwell, Holden, Kingston, Parnell, 
Sandell, and Smith. The deacons sin
cerely thank all friends at this and pre
vious services held on April Hth for 
their great liberality. The total collec
tions and cards amounted to nearly £,30, 
towards the cost of the much needed 
repairs, amounting to £GO, of this old
established sanctuary.-S. G. W. 

STRATFORD.-The 20th anniver
sary of the Gurney-road Sunday-school 
was celebrated with much gladness on 
Lord's-day, May 10th, Mr. W. J. Styles 
acceptably and appropriately taking the 
services three times on the day. O_n 
Tuesday, the 12th, a tea and pu bllc 
meeting were held, at which latter Mr. 
J. Piggott. of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
presided, Messrs. Lynn. Wakelin, and J. 
C. Hewson being the· speakers. The 
speeches of these brethren were to our 
spiritual profit and stimulus, including 
the chairman's exhortatory reminder 
that we were "stewards of the mysteries 
of Christ," Mr. Lynn taught us from the 
subject, "Train up a child in the way 
he should go," &c, Mr. Wakelin's motto 
to us being "Go forward," and Mr. 
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Hew;:on's rema.rks dwelt on the rapidly 
increa.sing educa.tiona.l a.dva.ntages, and 
a.lso the a.bounding evil literature 
around us, a.nd the immedia.te necessity 
for the Sunday-school tea.chers to teach 
them earnestly, intelligently, and con
stantly the everla.sting truths of God's 
Word. Specie.Uy-selected hymns were 
sung on both ocoa.sions, our brother 
Fereday a.ga.in tra.ining a.nd leading the 
children in their special songs of praise. 
The report of the secretary (Mr. S, J. 
Taylor) consisted of these principal 
cheering fa.cts: 4~4 scholars (including 
about HO infants and 44 in the two 
senior Bi ble-cla.sses), their average a.t
tendance being, in the morning 113, a.nd 
afternoon 288 ; the highest attendance 
of scholars on one Sunday being 382 in 
the afternoon. Over 100 of the above 
children meet weekly in a thriving Band 
of Hope, for the necessary promotion of 
total abstinence among the young. 
About 120 take out the 216 vols. in tlie 
library, as well as reading the Little 
Gleaners, 250 of which a.re freely given 
them each month, partly by the 
aid of our generous friend Mr. Morter. 
There is also the Gospel Band meeting 
weekly, where our senior scholars and 
others meet to study the Word of God 
and for prayer. Our teachers number 
22 (all Church members) and 3 occa
sional voluntary helpers. We do pray 
the Head of the Church to thrust out 
from the midst of His saints more 
labourers to work with us for Him in 
His harvest. The other lesser activities 
noted were, 262 children and adults 
went to Southend in July. 200 scholars 
at an hour's Christmas service. 450 
scholars and teachers met to enjoy a 
dissolvin:e view lecture on Bunyan's 
"Pilgrim's Progress," being the annual 
treat of Mr. Frederick Morter, as well 
as ample refreshments to all present. 
81 books of good value as reward prizes 
for the scholars' attendance, conduct, 
and text-learning. These books were 
all selected from the catalogue prepared 
bv the Sunday-school Committee of the 
Metropolitan Association of Strict Bap
tist Churches, which catalogue ensured 
for us much better and sounder reading 
in the books selected. The children's 
separate service, from 11 to 12 on Sunday 
morning, is often attended by 120 to 150 
young people, when the Gospel is simply 
preached to them. Teachers' quarterly 
conferences, monthly prayer-meetings./ 
Bible - classes' prayer - meetings, ana 
Echolars' Scripture examination con
clude the yearly work of our prosperous 
school. The highest prosperity, we 
gratefully record, is many in our midst 
desiring to know more about Jesus as 
their ~aviour, while one scholar has 
joined the Church, and six or seven 
young men are in soul-trouble, as their 
faithful teacher testifies. May we ever 
honour the Spirit that doeth all this, 
and implore His aid ever and more. The 

finances showed the school for its 
support gave nearly £21; donations, £3· 
net proceeds of 1890 anniversary, £4 
13s.; balance of 1890, £9; Sunday in
come, £4 4s. Amongst the expenditure 
(principally), defioit on Excursion, £4 
8s. 4d.; Chapel Building Debt Fund, £5 
5s,; reward of prizes, £5 10s.; Little 
0leanei-R (pa.rt given by sohool), :£3 10s. 
9d. The balance in hand was £14 16s, 
:£2 2s. of which has recently been sent to 
the valuable and Scriptural Strict Bap
tist Mission, which every school should 
suppert. The collections on the Snnday 
and Tuesday, including £2 2s. from the 
chairman, Mr. Piggott, amounted to 
:£12 3s, ld., a very good testimony of 
feeling to the value and necessity of 
our work. Any further information 
required about the institutions carried 
OJ?, at G urne_y-roa.d will be cordially 
given on receipt of a letter to either 
superintendent or secretary of Sunday
school. 

LOWESTOFT.-Loversof truth visit
ing Lowestoft this sea.son will receive a 
hearty- welcome at the cause of God at 
Tonnmg-street. The chapel is only five 
minutes' walk from the railway station. 
A little help and the kind countenance 
of Christian friends would be more than 
appreciated by those who are trying to 
keep the doors open. It was our plea.
sure on Sunday, June 7, to worship with 
the friends here. Mr. Sa.pey, of Norwich, 
was the preacher, and we could but 
hope and pray that he might be settled 
as pastor, and be the means of building 
up a cause and gathering in a people 
for the honour and glory of His great 
name. There is a right rin!l' about our 
friend Sapey, to whom we listened with 
much plea.sure.-J. W. BANKS. 

BERMONDSEY. - LYNTON-ROAD, -
Dear Brother Winters,-Although we 
have been much blessed as a Church 
during the past twelve months, the 
Lord owning the testimony of His sent 
servants to the comfort of His dear 
children, and constraining a goodly 
number to declare in our midst what 
the Lord hath done for their souls, we 
have of late more than ever felt our 
need of a settled ministry, and on 
Thursday evening, June 11th, the mem
bers of the Church and congregation 
met together for special prayer, that, if 
the Lord's gracious will, He would send 
us an under-shepherd who would be 
the means in His hand of feeding the 
Church of God, comforting and en
couraging seeking souls, and of bringing 
from this densely populated neighbour
hood many poor smners out of nature's 
darkness into His marvellous light. 
Kindly remember us to this end at the 
throne of grace. Should any of our 
country friends be up during the 
summer, and disengaged on a Thursday 
evening, perhaps we could arrange for 
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them to give us a service. Oommunica
tion to this effect might be made to 
THOMAS KNOTT, 139, Alsoott-road, Ber• 
mondsey, London, S.E. 

OHATHAM.-ENON .-The 49th anni
versary services were held June 14th 
and 15th, brother Beecher, of London1 
preaching twice on the Lord's-day, ana 
again on Monday evening, On Monday 
afternoon brother P. Reynolds spoke to 
us in the Lord's name. Much enjoy
ment was experienced in listening to 
the truths uttered by His dear servants, 
proving soul-profiting, and God-glorify
mg. Friends from M.eopham, Snodland, 
Maidstone, &c., cheered us with their 
presence and help. With thankful 
hearts we commence another year, rely
ing on the everlasting care, wisdom, and 
love of our heavenly Father, who has, 
and we humbly trust will keep and 
))reserve us to His glorious kingdom. 
Praises to His name alone. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
To the Editor of the "E. V. & G. H." 

My DEAR Srn,-Allow me to thank 
you, on behalf of the Committee, for 
inserting the two appeals on behalf of 
this Mission, which Iam glad to inform 
you have been attended with encou
ragin~ results, as the following list of 
donat10nsreceived will show. 

The Committee. in anticipation, had 
forwarded to Mr. Doll the equivalent of 
£10, namely. 139 rupees 2 annas 1 pie, 
which Mr. D. has distributed as rice 
money to the agents and children of the 
Mission schools at the following sta
tions, viz. :-Tinnevelley, Rs. 67; St. 
Thomas's Mount, Rs. 24; Poonamallee, 
Rs. 30; Madras City, Rs. 16; money 
order, fees, and stamps, 2 rupees 2 annas 
l pie; total, 139 rupee:l 2 annas 1 pie. 

When the balance is sent, Mr. D. pur
poses to expend it in treats of currie and 
rice to the Church members, school 
children, and agents. 

Mr. Noble has also had a share sent to 
him for distribution among the stations 
at Ceylon. The anonymous donor of £1 
for the poor orphans has my Sl)ecial 
thanks. 

Allow me, dear sir, to exoress my sym
pathy with you in your affliction, which 
I trust, by God's blessing, may be 
speedily removed. 

I remain, yours fraternally, 
JOSIAH BRISCOE. 

J. Briscoe's List: J. S. C., £5; Mra. 
Reid, Ripley, £4; Collection ai; Mount 
Hermon Chapel, Warbleton, Sussex, 
£1 3,. 6d.; Carmel Church. Pimlico, 
Sunday-school and friends, ~7s.; Josiah 
Briscoe, Hs. 3d,; 0. D., ls.; Mr. J. E. 
F!egg. ,'is.; Mrs. Smallbone. 6s. Mr. 
I. R. Wakelin'~ List. J. Ililling. Esq., 
Guil<lford, £1; Mrs. N. Greet, Cornwall, 
2s. Gd,; Mr. W. Ling. Ipswich. £1; Mr. J. 
Chinery, Kilburn, 2s, 6d.; Providence 

Chapel, Reading, Collection, £3 4s.; 
Sunday-sc!iool, ll~.-£3 15,.; Mr. A. E. 
Realff, Gmldford, 10:l., total, .£113 J6g, 9d. 

Hon. Secretaries - Josiah Briscoe. 58, 
Grosvenor-road, Highbury New Park 
N.; I. R. Wakelin, 33, Robert-street: 
Hampstead-road, N. W. 

BRADFIELD-ST.-GEORGE, 81:-F
FOLK.-We held our 41st anniversa~y 
on Whit-Sunday and Monday. Brother 
W. Kem preached a Christ-exalting 
sermon on the Monday afternoon from 
the words, "Behold, My servant shall 
deal prudently," &c. (Isa. lii.13). It did 
our hearts good to hear of the presence 
of the Saviour. Although the weather 
was cold and wet, we had a goodly num
ber present. 120 sat down to tea, which 
was well managed by our sisters, under 
the superintendence of Mrs. W. Bland. 
W. Dixon. pastor, presided at the even
ing meeting, and good, sound addresses 
were given by brother Ward, of Glem~
ford, brother Morlin!!'., of Hadleigh, and 
brother Kem, of lpswich. Friends 
were present from Burv, Rattlesden, 
Norton, Woolpit, &c. The collections 
amounted to over £4. Pastor, deacone, 
and Church did thank God and take 
courage.-W. D. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE.-The 7th 
anniversary services of the Tabernacle 
were held on Sunday, May 10th, and 
Tuesday, 12th. Sermons were preached 
on the 10th, morning and evening-, by 
the pastor, Mr. C. Cornwell. On Tues
day, 12th, Mr. Mitchell preached in the 
afternoon from Phil. i. 6, and it was 
found to be truly good to be there. At 
6.30 Mr, Kempston took the chair, and 
<>pened the meeting by singing the 711 th 
Hymn from Denham's Selection. and 
then read Psa. lxxii. Brother Haines 
enga!<'ed in prayer. The chairman then 
called upon Mr. Cornwell to read the 
report of the building fund, which was 
a very cheering one. Addresses were 
iriven by brethren Mitchell, Burbridire, 
Carr, and Parnell. Mr. Cornwell spoke 
a few words, and thanked those kind 
friends who had so generously helped 
us. Total collection, £119 6s. IOd. To 
our God be all the praise.-R. GUILLE, 

BRAINTREE. - SALEM. - The first 
anniversary of the pastorate of Mr. G. 
Mace was celebrated on Thursday, .June 
11th, when it was our privile~ to listen 
to two good eermons by Mr. 1''. G. Bur
gess, of Chelmsford, that in the after
noon founded upon the words in Jer. 
xv. 16. Some uresent, I believe, could 
say that the Word was food for their 
souls, making their hearts to rejoice. 
The evening text was from Dan. xii. Ill 
(first clause), which was helpful to some 
of the Lord's tried ones. A good number 
partook of tea, friends from With,nn 
and Chelmsford uniting with us. We 
are but a little flock, but are trnly grate-
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ful to the Lord that He has sent us such 
a kind and loving pastor; and asa token 
of our love for him, we desired our 
esteemed friend, W. Beach1 Esq., of 
Chelmsford, to present him with a purse 
containing a little over £6, which hedid 
at the close of the evening service, ex
pressing the pleasure it gave him to do 
so. and also to be present with us. Our 
pastor acknowledged it in a few suit
able words, and earnestlv asked an in
terest in the prayers of the people. His 
ministry has been greatly blest to some 
of the Lord's people here, and one has 
been constrained to put on Christ by 
baptism. Oh. that others might soon 
follow, so that our pastor might be en
couraged, and the name of the Lord 
glorified. The collections were very 
good, and a good number of the friends 
were present. That the Lord would 
long spare our pastor and his partner in 
our midst, and cause the showers of 
blessing to descend on our little Salem, 
is the sincere desire of-ONE WHO 
LOYES THE COURTS OF ZION. 

S"GFFULK. - MENDLESHAM-GREEN. 
-We are told there is joy in heaven 
among the angels over one sinner that 
repenteth. We were privileged to see 
one walk in the way our Master trod on 
Lord's-day, June 7th. Only one, but 
just one to prove the Lord is still in our 
midst. and enough to prove He is faith
ful to 'His own word and faithful to His 
Son. He has said to us, " I will never 
leave nor forsake thee," And He has 
said of His Son, " He shall see of the 
travail of His soul, and be satisfied." 
One more proves this satisfying work is 
still going on. And may the Lord 
graciously grant the willing mind to 
others, of whom we have the fullest 
assurance that they are the redeemed of 
the Lord. Thus may our pastor's labours 
be owned of God. to the ingathering of 
precious souls. He is enabled to preach 
simply and plain! v the truth as it is in 
Jesus. Our dear· sister who was bap
tized has been greatly afflicted a long 
while. We may well say in her case 
"What bath God wrought?" We should 
like all such afflicted ones to see this.
L. SCARFE. 

larger, for within the time of my so 
journing here, not only am I de1,rived 
of health, but the Lord has seen fit to 
take from me my beloved mother and 
my home, for on account of her death 
the home has been broken up where we 
resided at Bluntisham: but notwith
standing the·. heavy affliction and be
reavement that has fallen to my lot to 
endure, I am thankful that I am not 
left destitute of the lovingkindness of 
the Lord I am in hope ere long of 
saying adieu to the painful illness that 
I am now called upon to endure. The 
doctor gives assurance that the disease 
will pass from me, and that about the 
autumn I shall be able to commence my 
duties, without fear of the illness return· 
ing; but in the meantime must take 
some few months to recruit my general 
health in entire absenting from public 
speaking, so as not to excite the bodily 
frame. On account of my dearly be
loved mother being oalled away from 
sin, sorrow, and affliction, to the place 
where the inhabitants never say they 
are sick-where all tears are wipea from 
the eyes, I am at present without a 
settled abode; therefore, friends re
questing to write me, please address c.o. 
A. T. Hall, 66, High-street, Highgate. 
London, N.-s. B. STOCKER (late of 
Bluntisham), St. John's Hospital, Lei
cester-square, London. W.C., June 6, 
1891. 

STONEHOUSE. DEVON. - EBEN· 
EZER.-Dear brother,- We have much 
cause for thankfulness in respect to our 
anniversary services on May 31st and 
June 3rd. Although the weather was 
stormy, attendances were good. On 
Wednesday Mr. Masterson was with us. 
About 100 sat down to tea (including 10 
old people from the workhouse-an 
annual treat we have given them for 
10 years past). 129 tickets were sold, 
but a heavy storm kept some away. In 
the evening we were favoured to listen 
to an excellent sermon by our dear 
brother Masterson, founded on the 
words, "We preach not ourselves. but 
Christ Jesus the Lord," A spirit of 
love, zeal, and unity characterised our 
several gatherings. And the result was 
most encouraging to the pastor and 
officers of the Church. Collection8, 
contributions, and sale of tickets 
amounted to £21 IGs. l½d ; expemes, 
£., 12,i.; £15 17A. 7d. balance fr,r the 
pastor. We could all join heartily in 
the song- which closed our service on 
Wednesdiw." All hail the power of Jesu's 
name."-W. T, 

BLrKTISHAi'II, HUXTS. - My dear 
brother in the Lord,-Having been an 
inmate at St. John's Hos1,ita.l, Leicester
square. for more than three _mo~t~s, 
and as there are so man v mq mrieo 
respecting mv health. and when I hope 
to be enabled t0 commence my mucb 
loved work in the service of the Lord. I 
shall be pleased if you will insert the 
following in E, V. & G. H. Tribulation BAZAARS FOR RELIGION-WHAT 
is a le"a.C)' left t•) the children of God. , A~E TH~Y? 
Some bave a larger legac~· than othera, 1. A scheme for makmg God beg the 
as the LorJ sees fit. for He deals out patronage of Satan. 
their troubles hv wei~ht and measure 2. The children taking the place of 
(fsa. xxvL 7; John xvi. 33); and it ap- I the dogs; or, the Church picking up the 
1,ears that mine of late have been of the crumbs that fall from the world's table. 
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3, AOhurohegghatohedbytheworld. I My dear husband, MR. EDWIN En-
4. Religious bread buttered thick with , WARDS, passed peacefully away on the 

worldliness, morning of Ma.y5th, 1891, aged 58 years. 
5. Religious cake made palatable to He was the child of godly parents, and 

the world by spice and plums of vanity, it was at family prayer the Lord wa,s 
(i. A vanity fair got up in the name of pleased to begin a work of grace in bis 

God. soul. When in soul trouble the words 
7. A shop in which the merchants of the Psalmist were applied with great 

often attract more than the mer- power: "He brought me up out of the 
chandise. horrible pit and miry clay; He bath set 

8. A shop in which ministers and my feet on a rock, and established my 
office-bearers are the" shop-walkers." goings; He hath put a new son~ into 

9. A raffling shop, alias a gambling- my mouth." I have often heara him 
house. say those words never really lost their 

10, A Eemi-musical entertainment, in power, for he was one who was "neither 
which the religious character of the lifted up with air nor dejected to de
performers is nothing-their skill is pair." He was eighteen years a member 
everythin!l', of ·the Church at Rye-lane under the 

ll. A direct temptation to "women pastoral care of Mr. Moyle whose 
professing godliness" to disobey God's ministry he greatly enjoyed. He wor
commands respecting dress (I Tim, ii. 9). shipped at Peckham-road for fourteen 

12. A disgraceful substitute for true years. His health had been declining 
Christian liberality (Gen. xlix. 6). for about two years, but it was not un-

" LATTER RAIN." til the last Lord's-day in Aprii, when 
=============== he went to chapel in the morning and 

fainted in theaftornoon,thatwesawany
thing to cause alarm, and he never went 
out of the house again, but got rapidly 
worse, He was for some days in great 
darkness of mind, crying mightily to 
the Lord to come, and on the Lord's
day before his death the Lord appeared, 
by applying the word~ in 1 Pet. iv. 19, 
also Isa. xlix. 13, and many others, 
after which he seemed entirely taken 
up from all earthlythino-s. Communing 
sweetly with the Lord, he would burst 
out now and again, '' Precious blcod ! 
glorious ri~hteousness ! blessed are the 
sons of God: they a.re bought with 
Jesus' blood." &c. At one time we 
thouµ-ht he was going; his countenance 
lighted up, and all care seemed to have 
g-one from him. He said, '"Bless the 
Lord, 0 my soul; all that is within me 
bless His holy name." So he continued 
until five minutes bef0re his c.eath. 
Seeing he was going, I ~aid to him, 
"Do you feel very ill I" He said, '' ~ o; 
happy, comfortable," I said, "Well 
done, good and faithful servant," ,'cc. 
He said, "Tried to; hope so; wanted 
to." He then closed his eyes, clasped 
his hands. and his mouth moved in 
prayer. We could not hear what he 
said, but with one gentle sigh his 
fetters broke. I ha. ve lost a loving h us
band, and my children an indulgent 
father. May my last end be like his.
RACHEL Em'° ARDS. 

In Jttemodam. 

Our sister, SUSANNAH KING, the sub
ject of this notice, was well known and 
highly respected by the writer, his 
parents and his aunt, the late Miss 
Chitty. Though poor in this world, yet 
she was rich in faith and an heiress of 
the kingdom. She has just been re
moved to her heavenly home by the 
prevailing epidemic, inf! uenza. The 
writer had known her for forty years, 
and though she was one who never 
talked much about the things of God, 
yet he believed her to have been an 
humble walker in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
She earned her living by her needle, 
but, through severe rheumatic gout, she 
had 1:.ot the power of continumg to do 
so. However, the Lord provided for her 
temporal wants. She was recommended 
as a candidate to the Aged Pilgrims' 
Friend Society in Dec}887,a.ndaccepted1 
and last June, througn the exertions or 
some friends elected to the ten-guinea 
pension, which she ~reatly appreciated, 
though she only enJoyed the increased 
pension for eleven months. Our sister 
was a hea.rer of the late gifted Joseph 
Irons, of The Grove, Camberwell, and 
his removal was a great trial to her. 
She afterwards heard with i,leasure and 
profit the late George Moyle, till his 
death, but after then, through infirmity, 
she could not leave her room, so was 
deprived of the outward means of grace, 
but now she is at the Fountain Head, 
to go no more out for ever. Our sister 
was called home on May 21st, and in
terred at Nunhead, May 27th, by Mr. 
Cole, the cemetery chaplain, in sure and 
certain hope of a. glorious resurrection 
to eternal life. May it be our privilege 
to have part with her in the g-lory to 
which she has entered.-W. E. SOPER. 

My dear husband, SAMUEL HAYBALL, 
entered the rest that remaineth for the 
people of God on the 23rd day of :\fay, 
1891, aged 77 years. In conse,1uence of 
intense suffering, we were unable tc> 
converse much with him, but ,it inter
vals of ease and consciousness I found 
he was happy in the Lord. A few days 
before his ransomed spirit took its 
flight, his children were singing arnund 
his bed. When they came to the words, 
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"Glory, honour, praise and power be 
unto the Lamb for ever. Hallelujah!" 
he joined in and waved his hand with 
rapture. He was well known among the 
associated Churches, having served the 
Church at West Ram as deacon for six
teen years. At the time of his death 
he stood a member at Gurney-road 
Chapel, Stratford. He was interred in 
West Ram Cemetery. Mr. Wyard kindly 
officiated at the grave. We mourn our 
loss, but our loss is his eternal gain, 
-J. HAYBALL. 

DEAR Srn,-I am desired by the 
friends of one whose name is familiar 
to ,ou-viz., JOHN THOMAS. late of 
Troedyrhiw, to acquaint you of· his 
death. He had been ailing for some 
months, having repeated attacks of 
bronchitis, but was apparently rallying 
in strength a.gain, and after several 
weeks' absence from chapel, was able 
to be present in the morning-, the Sun
day preceding his death. He viaited a 
number of the friends on the Monday, 
and on the day he died (Wednesday) he 
had ta.ken an hour's walk in the morn
ing and partook of his dinner with ap
parent enjoyment, and showed no signs 
of the end being so near. About four 
o'clock in the afternoon he was seized 
with apoplexy and did not speak after
wards, breathing his last a.bout 10 p.m. 
His conversation for some weeks before 
indicated a mind expectant of the end 
and a calm reliance of faith upon the 
faithfulness of that covenant God whose 
sure mercies he had so many years 
known and enjoyed.-S. FARMER, 12, 
Castle-road, Cardiff. 

JOHN T. PICKRELL, for thirty-six 
years an honoured and respected mem
ber of Lynton - road Strict Baptist 
Chapel, was called to be for ever with 
the Lord on Thursday, May 7th, 1891. 
He was a man of very few words, but 
his quiet, consistent life and walk 
showed he had been with Jesus and 
learned of His ways. He was one of the 
Lord':; little ones, never g-etting beyond 
a" hOP" in His mercy," and ofttimes 
the subject of many doubts and fears; 
yet towards the end of his journey. and 
shortlv before his happy spirit took its 
flight· he was bleat with the sweet 
assurance that he was on the Rock. and 
sweetly realised the presence of ,Jesus 
in his last momenk Many of the Lord's 
1,oor will miss his timely help; the 
Church will also miss his help in many 
wavs and his sorrowing widow mourns 
his·l~ss but with a good hope throug-h 
grace that ere long &he will j oi? a~ain 
,1·ith him who has gone before m smg
ing through a _never-ending e~ernity 
the prairns of Him who!D he d~ltghted 
to serve here below. His remams were 
interred at Nunhead Cemetery on 
Thuroday, May 14th, and a few remarks 
made on the solemn event at Lynton-

road Ch~pel on the following Lord's
day evenmg.-T. D,K. 

In loving memory of JOSIAH GEORGE 
MASON, who fell a.sleep in J esusJ. N ovem
ber 3rd, 1890, aged 42 years. vur dear 
brother's illness was a. very painful one 
it being an internal cancer. His suffer'. 
ings at times were great indeed, but the 
Lord granted him much patience, that 
to the writer he seemed like a. little 
child, lying passive in his f9.ther's arms. 
The enemy was permitted to thrust verv 
sharp at times, inasmuch as almost to 
drive him to do a.way with himself, but 
the dear Lord appeared for him and 
granted him much of His divine pre
sence. The 42nd Psalm was verv pre
cious to him, also the hymn, "Jesus 
Lover of my soul." Both these he would 
frequently have read to him; often when 
in great agony he would put his hands 
together and say, " Dear Jesus, dear 
Jesus, when wilt Thou come and fetch 
me home 1" He was a member at 
Shouldham-street Chapel, and was bap
tized by the late Wm. Carpenter. His 
portion, which was given to him in his 
illness, was greatly blessed to his soul: 
"My grace is sufficient for thee" (2 Cor. 
xii. 9). He leaves a. widow and two chil
dren to mourn his loss. His remains 
were interred in Paddington Cemetery, 
our dear pastor (W. Beecher) officiating. 
-W.GATER. 

In loving memory of ELIZABETH 
LEA, who departed this life, February 
28th, 1891, aged 80, like a shock of corn 
fully ripe. She was baptized fifty-five 
years ago by the late Mr. Lucombe, and 
for the last eighteen years a member at 
Jireh Chapel, City-road. 

Our sister RUTH GRANT has entered 
her eternal home ; aged St. She died 
peacefully on Sunday morning, May 
17th, after only a few days' illness. She 
has been a member of the Church since 
1878, retaining her affection for and in
terest in the Church to the last, although 
prevented by the weakness of age from 
attending divine service for some years 
past.-J. W. D. 

In lovin~ memory of MARY ANN, the 
beloved wi.:o of F. J. Harsant, pastor of 
Zion, Heaton-road, Peckham, who fell 
asleep in Jesus, April 28th, 1891. A 
short memoir to appear in a future 
number. 

llittthtg£. 
DUMSDAY-HAYW ARD.-On June 9th, 

at Zion Baptist Chapel, New Cross-road, 
by the pastor (John Hunt Lynn), George, 
eldest son of John Dumsda.y. late deacon 
of Enon Baptist Chapel Chatham, to 
Jane, widow of the l!\te John Havward, 
of St. John's road, New Cross, S.E. 



THE LATE MR. WILLIAM JACKSOX. 

(See page 24.,) 

IT is not consistent with the will of God that the sons and daughters 
of Zion should amalgamate with the world. The line of demarca

tion between the "holy and profane," the Church and the world, is 
clearly seen throughout the Sacred Scriptures ; and whenever an attempt 
is made by the Church to imitate worldly professors in their broad notions 
of religion, the result is sure to prove detrimental to the honour of God 
and His truth. The phrase 

"UNION IS STRENGTH " 

is universally known and quoted, and is worthy of being practically 
carried out by brethren and Churches of the same faith and order. But 
for truly orthodox, Christians to mix up with heterodox religionists, to 

VoL. XLVIII. AUGUST, 1891. R 
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practice their errors for the sake of being thought charitable and popular, 
is a sorry mistake indeed. 

It is, we ln10w, the policy of Satan to separate and scatter God's 
people, by conjuring up imaginary differences where no real differences 
exist. This was the case of old and it is so now. We maintain, how
ever, without courting controversy, that no distinction ought ever to 
have been countenanced by magazines and public speakers between sound 
and consistent Strict and Particular Baptist brethren. There never was, 
in fact, so far as we know, any vital difference worthy of notice between 
such 

GODLY MEN OF BLESSED MEMORY 

as William Gadsby, .James Wells, John Kershaw, John Foreman, John 
Warburton, Charles Waters Banks, J. C. Philpot, Samuel Milner, Charles 
Box, A. B. Taylor, G. Wright, J. A. Jones, J. Cooper, W. Crowther, S. 
Collins, S. Sears, W. Palmer, D. Matthews, J. Hazelton, W. Allen, J. S. 
Anderson, R. A. Lawrence, Henry Hall, R. Fraser, and a host of other 
worthies we could mention. 

We are fully aware that various opinions have been warmly discussed 
in the representative organs of the Strict Baptist body in the past, 
between a few of the above named brethren, and have ended in separa
tion ; but we sincerely hope that the same vexed questions will never be 
repeated in public, and that the 

SPLIT IN THE DENOMINATION 

caused by them will one day be soundly and permanently healed. We, 
moreover, hope that the good brethren who have so long refrained from 
working with or acknowledging others, equally worthy, in the same 
denomination, will shortly be constrained for Christ's sake, to hold out 
the hand of Christian friendship to them, without sinking any particle 
of truth, and thus unitedly strive together on one common level 
in defence of the truths they all so dearly love. When sterling 
brethren stand opposed to each other through some misunderstanding or 
perplexing theory, Satan is gratified as having done a great work, and 
the world and nominal professors sneer and laugh among themselves, 
say1ng, "Ah, so would we have it.'' " Brethren, these things ought not 
so to be.'' " Let brotherly love continue.'' 

We should be heartily glad if all the Strict and Particular Baptist 
brethren in the world were called, as in puritan times, Ministers of the 
Gospel, or Preachers of the Word of God, and never again 

DESIGN.A.TED BY M.A.G.A.ZINE TITLES 

such as" VESSEL men," &c. However good and sound magazines may 
be, they are not supposed to be the sole guide of men, to which they 
must necessarily pin their faith. The Gospel is the only infallible guide 
and text book of God's servants. 

There is a necessity, however, for lovers of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to stand aloof from all worldly maxims, and every other thing 
that is contrary to God anii truth. Isolation is a thing many persons 
cannot brook or endure, but when properly maintained on the ground of 
principle it exhibits decision of character (the great want of the age). 
Union is not always strength, and especially when professed men of 
truth fraternize with haters of the doctrines of sovereign grace and 
New Testament practice, as brethren well met. We consider it an 
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evidence of spiritual weakne3s to invite unsound men to our pulpits and 
JJlatforms to torture the ears and vex: the hearts of those who may be 
present and able to distinguish between thinga that differ. 

As a denomination it is not necessary that, we should 
MOVE WITH THE TE>[ES. 

Our God is unchangeable, and so is His Word, consequently our religion 
is very o)d-fashioned, but it is not obsolete. We require no new system 
of worship. In our young days we regarded the good old way of reading 
the hymni! ver.ie by veri!e by the clerk as one of the noblest and most 
profitable pftrts of the service ; but as soon as the Church of England 
dispensed with the services of the clerk and sang their hymns through 
in quick time, nearly all dissenters followed in the wake. Nothing in 
the way of praise is required in our public services but 

GOOD PLAIN CONGREGATIONAL PSAL)IODY, 

well varied by a fair selection of suitable tunes, leaving comfortable time 
for a forty or fifty minutes sermon. We believe that every chapel 
should be made as comfortable for worshippera as possible, without any
thing ornate or unnecessary to draw the attention of the hearer from 
true and pure worship. As Nonconformists, what have we to do with 
fine architecture in buildings erected for the service of God ? We 
apprecia1e works of art and science when displayed in proper buildings, 
but not in chapels. If the Lord should favour our Churches to arise 
and build new chapels, we sincerely hope He will graciously direct them 
to select 

STRICT BAPTIST ARCHITECTS, 

and not allow them to follow the High Church party in their system of 
building places of worship. All we want in a way of temporal comfort 
in the sanctuary is an easy seat, plenty of light, and fresh air without 
draughts. In this, the comfort of the preacher should be studied, as 
well as the hearer. We ham preached in crowded chapels in the 
country with a strong wind from the gallery windows blowing down 
upon us all the time, and which has almost ruined our health. 

As a denomination we have too closely followed the fashionable and 
popular religionists in obtaining money for 

THE LIQUIDATION OF CHURCH DEBT'5. 

Certain Strict Baptist Churches nowadays do not hesitate to encourage 
bazaars, sales of work, concerts, and other worldly vaniLies for raising 
money, and which has brought spiritual leanness and death into their 
midst. This system of thingi! is not done so much by those old-fashioned 
folk who are staunch adh-~rents to the grand fundamental truths of the 
Go;ipel, but mainly by the more apparently pious and refined of our 
religious community. We are not careful enongh, as professed followers 
of Christ and His apostles, as to 

WHAT IS TAUGHT IN OlIR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

We have witnessed, to our grief, free-will hymns snng and Arminian 
literature distributed freely among the young, and which has created in 
them a taste for sensational reading and hatred to the truth. Through 
the want of proper care in providing sound teaching in many of onr 
Sunday-schools, we have noticed a gr?wing disli½e among the young to 
the doctrines advanced from the pulpit, and a thn-st for a more popular 
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ministry. Henoe many of our old and established preachers have had 
to make room for a more clever class of men. As we travel through the 
country we are astonished to find a large number of 

CHAPELS THAT ONCE BELONGED TO THE STRICT BAPTISTS, 

but which are now respectively possessed by a far different sort of pro
fessing Christians. We do not attribute all this great loss to the free
will teaching in our Sunday-schools; but it seems to us a lamentable 
pity that the Strict Baptist Sunday-school authorities should be obliged 
(as we stated some time since) to resort to Arminian institutions for
their theology. We have now, however, a Sunday-school Conference 
allied to the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist Churches, andi. 
we hope that the associated schools will, in time, be materially benefited 
by its enterprising spirit and influence. 

The Strict and Particular Baptists are at a greater disadvantage in 
many ways than any other known body of Christians, and suffer more 
from nominal professors and worldlings, fo1; the truth's sake, than any 
other religious sect, although they are nearer the truth in faith and 
practice than any other denomination. They are, indeed, of the same 
class that Paul speaks of (Acts xxviii. 22) as being 

EVERYWHERE SPOKEN AGAINST. 

We are not ashamed of being called sectaririn, as we are strongly 
opposed to all systems that run counter to. the primitive faith and order 
as laid down in the New Testament. We have heard certain persons 
loudly exclaim against sectarianism, but we are satisfied that such indi
viduals are not fully severed in heart from their old fleshly principles, as. 
they are to be seen, when occasion requires, mixing up and fraternizing 
with popular Arminians, instead of standing clear of them. 

A.part from our own magazine, scarcely a word ever appears in any 
of the 

RELIGIOl:!S WEEKLY OR MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS 

resperting the various important and interesting meetings connected 
with the Strict Baptist Churches. In fact, in reading such periodicals. 
no one would be able to tell of the existence of a Strict Baptist in the 
present day. The reason for this marked absence of any notice of the 
doings of the Strict Baptists is because their views of truth are too 
stern and rigid ever to become attractive to the general readers of such 
publicatiom. If the Strict Baptists were to make some new departure 
from the truth they would at once become popular in the current journals, 
and yet it is surprising that, notwithstanding how they ar0 shunted and 
disliked by general professors, they still exist, yea, and more than exist. 
they actually flourish in many places, so much so that there is not the 
slightest prospect of their ever dying out. It is a question whether 
even Jesus Christ and His apostles would be noticed in the popular 
publications of the day if they were to preach the same discriminating 
truths, and enforce the same order as they did when on earth. 

We thank God for the very 
ENCOURAGING SALE OF OUR MAGAZINE, 

but it is impossible for us to compete with the general religious journals 
of the day, as we cannot conscientiously follow their example in giving 
scope to all classes of writers, irrespective of their religious principles. 
We are not disposed to afford space for political extracts, scientific dis-
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<Joveries, sentimental tales, sports and pastimes, &c., such as al'e to be 
fonnd in many so-called Christian publications. We are obliged from 
principle to confine our. pa~es ~olely to th~ interest of the Strict Baptist 
Churches, e.nd have no mclmatwn to pnbhsh reports of the transactions 
of Episcopalians, W esleyans, Bible Christians, Plymouth Brethren, 
General Baptists, Salvation Army, and other kindred sects. 

THAT WHICH PAYS BEST. 

We have nothing whatever to say ag~inst the persons themselves 
with whom we differ, but against the gross errors they hold and propa
:gate. Our main object is (as it has always been) to publish truth, and 
·not that which pays best. Having thus relieved our mind for the 
present on a few of the things we like and dislike, we are fully prepared 
to receive whatever reproof our opponents may deem necessary to give 
ms; but, as before stated, we have no desire for controversy. 

W. WINTERS, Editor. 
Waltham Abbey, EsAex. 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY-No. VIII. 
MR. WILLIAM JACKSON, 

ON May 30th, fell asleep, at the age of 72 year~, William Jackson, for 
twenty years the indefatigable secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' 

Asylum, Homsey Rise, and for nearly twenty previous years of the 
Camberwell Asylum, also more recently of those at Brighton and 
.Stamford Hill. In William Jackson very many have lost a true friend, 
1but not one an enemy. It might be thought singular by some that his 
interest and constant care were chiefly devoted to (I will not say divided 
,by) those extremes of life-youth and old age-but in this was no 
incongruity. Both claim, for both need the peculiar gentleness and 
\kind, sympathising spirit so abundantly seen in our friend. Awakened 
ito Divine realities early in life, he was baptized and united with the 
•Church in Devonshire-square, Bishopsgate, at the age of 17 ()fay 1st, 
1836). Just ten years later he removed into South London, married a 
:gracious lady, and joined the Church at Camberwell under the pastorate 
•of Dr. Steane. Here he soon engaged in Sunday-school teaching, in 
which work he wa9 all his after life deeply interested, and was on the 
·Council of the Sunday-scliool Union at the time of his death. The 
writer's first acquaintance with him was indeed at that time on the 
committee of the Lambeth and Camberwell Auxiliary Sunday-school 
Union. The acquaintance ripened into friendship, which continued 
1tmbroken until his "calling home.'' Terse, compact, explicit, and warm
lhearted was all his correspondence ; cheerful, yet devout and profitable, 
his converse. Painstaking industry, considerate firmness, hopeful zeal 
,characterised his course. 

In the year 1852 he joined us on the committee. of the Aged 
!Pilgrims' Friend Society, and the next year became assistant-secretary 
with Mr. John Box (the venerable Mr. James Bis3ett, senior secretary 
,and one of the founders, having become very infirm), and from that day 
until his departure, with growing activity and deepening affection, he 
•cared for the aged poor, specially (but not exclusively) "those of the 
hou9ehold of faith." In the same yecir he also became secretary of the 
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Camberwell Asylum, and when, in 185G, at the inauguration of the 
1'ociety's jubilee, the erection of a larger asylum began ·to be prepared 
for, no one but friend Jackson was thought of as its scribe and 
"managing man.'' ,At length, in June, 18i0, the foundation was. 
laid. Next year the building· was opened, and for twenty years he 
won the aged hearts of the inmates, and ever elicited the confidence 
of tbe committee by his wise, exact, and careful management. His 
was a quiet, unambitious life; there are, therefore, few striking 
incidents to record. He was looked up to as an honourabl,e deacon in 
Churches at Albany-road, at Holloway, and in that at Crouch,end, of 
which the late Henry Dowson was pastor. Him our brother greatly 
esteemed, and while shrinking from controversy, I can bear witness. 
that he continually grew in love for the doctrines of grace, being 
filled with their spirit, and delighted in the practical proof of their 
value. 

Many years ago he was drawn into preaching; indeed, at that time 
it was supposed his thoughts ran in the direction of pastoral work, and. 
many demands were made on him ; while he writes in his diary, "My 
only force as to public service just now is a rushing into the week
night meeting at the Grove (Camberwell).'' In 1853 he took week
e,ening services in the absence of Dr. Steane, and a few years later a& 
Cottage-green, while without a pastor, and both received cordial' 
recognition. His comments are such as these : " Lord, keep Thy 
servant humble ; Jet him not glory in the flesh : gifts are Thine, Thine 
only ! " This, however, dropped away as he became more absorbed 
in school and pilgrim duties, but the feeling and profitable way in which 
he often conducted the services in asylum chapels will long be remem
bered. His diary was conscientiously though concisely kept for many 
years, and in it two features are remarkable: his lovely, child-like 
daily walk with God, and his resemblance to the spirit of Nehemiah
" So I prayed to the God of heaven." There is evidence of a deep desire 
to be kept humble ; he seemed to dread success, fearing it would foster
pride, self-sufficiency, or complacency. 

Although never laid by with long or serious illness, yet he has known 
much physical weakness, and the vast amount of work he got through 
was surely done in the strength of Him in whom he trusted : more than 
once he records:" Happy day, dear friends and helpers, full of Christian. 
love ; " or " Sleet and snow, got wet through, but happy meeting, was. 
helped and sustained throughout by a gracious Lord." '' Not well, but. 
mercifully helped to go to asylum, prai8e the Lord.'' He was much 
favoured not only in Christian fellowship among fellow workers, but 
always valued most highly the correspondence received. He bad a sweet 
gift in letter writing, which often brought him choice epistles from men 
of good report. With intensest delight he would read and re-read ;. 
these were means of grace and refreshing to his spirit, and he often 
exclaimed, "What a privilege!" One who knew him most intimately 
says : "When I think of that pen of bis, often used on behalf of the 
poor, dear aged ones. They used to go to his room at the asylum, telling 
of straitness and need, then with his own peculiar grace and sense of 
justice he would write the son or daughter who had withheld the help, 
while possessing the means. This same pen brought in silver and gold 
from many wl10 felt the poll'el' of his pleading. I have omitted t') relate 
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that he was left a widower within a year of his marriage ; " walked 
alone " some six years, and was then united to her who has been his 
loving help-meet ever since, and is now left a widow. 

He may be truly said to have worked up to the last ; the Master 
found him in the midst of his loved employ, and he evidently did not 
expect so speedy a call. It had been marked, however, that durincr 
the last few months the Lord had been dealing with peculiar tendernes~ 
with His spirit. In public utterance, family worship, converse with 
fellow believers and correspondence, he reverted to the wondrous grace 
of God in his own personal salvation ; more than once he quoted with 
much feeling Titus iii. 5-" Not by works of righteousness," &c. Mercy 
he delighted in. " I die daily " truly describes this last stage of his 
pilgrimage. Comrades had dropped at his side, many of whom seemed 
essential for the work he loved best, but he often learnt not to put 
trust in man. Discouragements and disappointmencs he knew, but 
God deserted he never was. With a firm faith in times of trial, a 
courage inspired by reliance on the Word, he exhibited great confi
dence and peace when all around disturbed. 

He had just been to the Brighton Asylum for a few days, took a 
chill there that cold Whit-week, but wrote in a cheerful note on May 23rd 
(addressed "My dear old comrade and fellow pilgrim'') inviting me to 
come to some asylum services ; referred to several deaths, then took the 
evening prayer meeting at Hornsey. 

His daughter writes :-
When going to Brighton in May he urged me with my mother to go also, 

saying, "Let us all meet this time, for we know not what may prevent a family 
gathering again." Of late months he had talked in this strain at family worship, 
and indeed in public utterance it was as if the Lord was drawing His servant to 
live on the threshold of heaven. So we went. He enjoyed the Sunda.v services much, 
and during the evening we felt there was something peculiarly glad and yet solemn 
about his conversation ; then we gathered round the organ to sing some old 
favourite hymns. He chose," Let me be with Thee where Thou art," and then read 
with great tenderness John xiv., ending, "Arise, let us go hence," Then in prayer 
he poured out his very soul on behalf of his family, the ministry of the Word, the 
Church at large, the pilgrims, &c. Returning home, he conducted the Saturday 
evening prayer-meeting at the Asylum. There was singular power and sweetne,s 
in his address, founded on 2 Peter ii., and commented on each verse of the closing 
hymn, "Come, let us join our friends above." 

On Sunday he was too weak and ill to rise for more than two hours, but on 
Monday (which day he always spent at the asylum) he rose at noon and slowly 
walked there. On arriving he entered the matron's room, sank into the first chair, 
and fell asleep. The doctor was alarmed, and had him home to bed. His voice 
was very feeble, not more indeed than a whisper ; he said little, but we needed no 
dying testimony to his faith in Christ ; bis dear face brightened as I quoted many 
sweet passages. One was, "Where I am there shall My servant be." He responded, 
"Yes, my beloved Lord, I know whom.'' 

Fever and delirium came on ; in the latter he was busy at " pilgrim work ; '' 
no distressing feeling, and on Saturday, at three o'clock, he fell asleep very sweetly 
in Jesus. 

And so the end was most fittingly peaceful, and seems to say to us : 
"Be ye therefore followers of G-od as dear children, and walk in love as 
Christ also bath loved us'' (Eph. v. 1). 

On Saturday, June 6th, we bore his mortal remains to the tomb in 
Abney Park Cemetery, previously holding a service ~t Hornsey Asylum, 
which, by the family's request, I conducted, assisted by Bi:eth!·en 
Philip Reynolds, Pullen, Sinden, Wood, and Vaughan. It was affecting 
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to see the large group of mourning &ged inmates who joined with 
1;1~~erous oth~r friends and fellow-la~omers=one. in their sorrow; ye~ 
Jommg to praise God who had kept His servant faithful, and made him 
long Ul!eful and much beloved. 

Ipswich. 
The pilgrim's friend has crossed the flood, 

His soul is now at rest ; 
Washed in the Lamb's atoning blooci, 

lI e is for ever blest. 
His work on earth for pilgrimll' need 

Was daily his delight, 
And what he found to do for them, 

He did it with his might. 
His work was done, his Master called 

Him home to dwell above, 
To join the ransomed round the throne1 

And sing redeeming love. 

s. K. BLAND. 

AN AGED PILGRDi: (INMATE). 

SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK ASSOCIATION. 
Notes of Sermons preached at the Suffolk and Norfolk Assor,iation of Strict 

Baptist Churches, held at Beccles, on June 2nd and 3rd, 1891. 

(COMMUNICATED BY P. BARRELL.) 

AFTERNOON SERMON (JT:NE 2ND) BY MR. A. J. WARD, 
OF GLEMSFORD. 

Text:-" The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our 
fathers, hath glorified His Son Jesus Christ, whom ye delivered up, and denied 
Him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go."-Acts 
iii. 13. 

THE God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, or, in other words, the 
God of our fathers, the apostles, delighted to look back to the fathers. 

In the days of the apostles, persecution raged, but they were upheld. 
We notice our text as follows :-

lst. The appellation given-" The God of our fathers." 
2nd. The apostle's charge-" Delivered up and denied Christ." 
3rd. Blessed fact declared-God hath glorified Jesus Christ. 
1st. The appellation given-"God of our fathers.·• We have no new 

doctrines to place before you this afternoon ; we have Jesus. Let new 
sects rise up, we will abide by the old testimony, Jesus Christ. His life, 
His death, and resurrection, are themes we love to talk about. We find 
the apostles were looked upon as very strange people, while they were 
charged with bringing forth new things. They told those who accused 
them that they rejoiced in the God of their fathers. To-day, while many 
depart from the truth, we abide by it as it is in Jesus. Here we trace 
all blessings corning from the covenant God, and all the blessings we 
enjoy come through Jesus from the God of the everlasting covenant. 
Jesus taught the same Gospel in the days of His flesh. In Matthew we 
find He refers to the God of Abraham, and the God of the fathers, and 
we too will abide by the same Gospel. 

In the second place, we have the apostle's charge. The apostle charges 
these people with delivering up Jesus. Pilate was willing to let Him go, 
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but,· no, that clamouring multitude cried, Crucify Him, crucify Him . 
our sins also cried, Crucify Him. ' 

" Was it for crimes that I had done 
He groaned npon the tree ? '· 

Then we may well add-
" Amazing pity, grace unknown, 

And love beyond degree ! " 

Our sins helped to nail Him to the tree. We seek not approval from 
men, but from God ; and whether men will hear or not, we preach Him 
whom they delivered up to be crucified, denied, and set at nought. 

3rd. The blessed fact declared-" God hath glorified His Son Jesus 
Christ." He hath glorified Him, and filled Him with power. Words 
fail to express how God has glorified Him. He was glorified in 
Bethleham's manger. Simeon beheld glory in Him when he said, 
" Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace," &c. God has 
glorified Him. My text is in connection with His death and resurrec
tion, and we witness before you that God has glorified His Son 
Jesus. Rulers, Pharisees, and Sadducees all combined to destroy Him, 
but were not able. God glorified Him in Mary, and in the other 
disciples' experiences. Yes ! God glorified Him ; His enemies would 
have trodden Him down as mire and dirt if they could, but they could 
not. Let us, therefore, rejoice that God has glorified His Son Jesus 
Christ; God hath raised Him; He is able to give repentance and 
remission of sins. God hath glorified Jesus in the preaching of the 
Gospel. We want to preach Christ, for God hath made Him the power 
of the Gospel in the saving of sinners. Oh ! what exalting and glorifying 
of Jesus there was when the 3,000 were added to the Church. God 
glorified Him in the healing of the lame man. Being healed, Peter says, 
" Be not alarmed ; I did not heal the man ; it was done in the name of 
Jesm1 Christ." All the miracles they performed were done in the name 
of Jesus Christ. All the promises are in the name of Jesus. God will 
not hear and answer prayer only in the name of Jesus. We should be 
lost for ever but for Jesus. GLd has glorified Him by filling Him with 
His fulness ; this makes Him so precious in the sinners' experience. He 
is God as well as man. God bath glorified Him by making Him unto us 
all that is needful. We can only be made wise through the wisdom God 
has put in His Son. I have sometimes been astonished how much 
unlearned people know concerning Christ. If Jesus Christ is not glorified 
in your experience and mine, our religion is not worth much. All I 
want for time and eternity is in Jesus Christ. If I am in trouble, sorrow, 
or affliction, Jesus is all in all. I can testify of Jesus' love, because I 
have found Him so precious. God has glorified Him in making Him 
the only way of access to God. 

"No other name will heaven approve, 
Thou art the True, th(J Living Way, 

Ordained by everlasting love, 
To the bright world of endless day.'' 

You may go to the pope and priest, but if you want to get to God yon 
must go to the bl?od-bespri1_1kled m~rcy-seat. G,?d has gl?rified Hirn by 
committing all Judgment mto His hands. When_ Justice frow;1s He 
presents His nail-printed hands. If you are restmg and trustmg in 

s 
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Jmms you must be i-llfc. God hn.s ~lorifled Him by oommittlng.tho keys 
of death And hell into His hand. 'l'ho keys of den.th and hall hnng upon 
His girdle. If trusting Jesus, we may say-

" Bold shall I stand in that great de.y, 
1-'or who aught t.o my charge shall lay, 
While through Hie blood e.beolved I am, 
From ein'e tremendoUl! curse and shame.'' 

God has exalted Him to the highest pinnacle in hea\·en; and the Lamb 
is tl1e light and ~lory of the S&int's eternal home. There is none in 
he.awn or rorth to be oompared with Jesus. When all the blood-bouO'ht 
t.hron~ shall ln('('t l\l"Onud the throne, the song shall be, "Unto Him that 
m1..~l.'3 U8 from our ll-ini>- in His own hlood be honour and glory forever 
and t'\W," Ma~· thl' Tt0l'l.l ll'l\tl vou to see the beaut.y there is in Jeans 
Ohri!4. Amt'n. ' 

EvENINH 81mMo:s (Ju:s1, 2Nll) 1n- Mn. W. MoxuAM, 01~ LONDON. 

Text:-·· Whe"'in I Ruffer trouble, aa e.n evil doer, even unto bonds; but the 
Wot'dof God ie not bound."-2 Tim. ii. 9. 

We must take the two words previous to my text, as they are con
nected 11'ith it-.. My Gospel. Wherein I suffer trouble," &c. What 
an hononr to be a preacher of the blessed Gospel We find at the end 
of the chapter Pam was a prisoner under Nero at Rome. He does not 
'Sa'J be was Xero's prisoner, but the Lord's ambassador. 

·· ~ ,r3lli. do aot. a prioon Jlllab, 
~l.'t mlll!I. ('G."$ • mge.:' 

lf~ :::.,.~ four tain,::,: sho..-ii in~ &en: 
li'I. .J.11 ,..*"*-"' ;,,. N'/tll..<:. 
:hid. ~ ~ ff'19NW-•m, fMt~ hHJ.s f?..f lM aJ#b<m<1dor, b11t tM 

JJilll'f!I' /Ula mtljt,sf!! if~ Lord. 
3rd. TM pnadu,r'$ voM,twn.-to p1Y!lldt fM Word. 
4th. ln His ,,oroiwn His sucr,e,ss dqu,uh on Hus/aithful,iess. 
1st. An amba.ssa.d-0r in bonds. God's ministers are often in bonds, 

the Word of God is not bound. Bunyan was put into prison that he 
might write his book-which, as yet, speaks to the world. The apostle 
in prison wrote some of his choicest epistles. Think of what John saw 
when a prisoner in the Isle of Patmos. God's ambassadors are often 
bound in spirit, straightened and bound in themselves ; they know the 
Word of God is not bound. Moses said, "Send whom Thou wilt, Lord, but 
not me ; " that is often the feeling of the preacher of the Gospel; preachers 
of the Gospel -are not authors, only pubbshers. 

" 'Ti" not a w;k of small import, 
The proacbtt'i; aar,e demands: 

Bat . .-,}, -6JW. SariM&r~ ~ 
~a i5fa u ~-"ha.ls.." 

lt" <! L"\' ~.e!I. ~ ~t ~ W ~'!\l ol the Lord. ~ not bountl It's the 
~~ ,:,f ±-c L::,ro ..-hl.:-h ~ uh.} h,_,ans of men. .!. sympathetic 
a.ii~ btlps • l!l1UlNtt w-ooderfoll.r. We are often ooond from want 
of. mo.-~~ bcu the Word of ~ Lord is not. We are but messengen, 
a.nd if oor mesiage shonld be bl,esi to yon. pray for us. We shall not be 
ooo much elat.ed, for we preach not ourselves, bot Christ Jesus the Lord. 
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Tho mnbnRendnr nrny bo in bondA, but the Wor<l of tho Lord iH not 
homul. 'l'ho upostlo rntllfl hi~ trord,le hond11. You may have family or 
l'olntivu troubloK, but all are for you. We have a rnesAage for yon from 
God ; we come unto you in HiH name, and even if we are bound we pro
claim liberty to captives. If we are in great trouble or bonds it is for 
you ; all things are for your sakes. 0 what glories we can see in ChriRt! 
If we have to speak with stammering tongues-the Word of the Lord is 
not bound. 

2nd. The messa_qe represents not fhP, bonds of the ambassador, but the 
majesty and power of tile Kin,q. The Gospel is the power of God, hecanse 
it ls the Word of God. We hear the IncarnaLe Word saying: "For this 
oc,use oame I in•o the world, that I might bear witness to the truth." ft 
represents the glory of the King, Ood bath spoken to us in His Word, 
and the blessing is attr\chod to hearing, for faith comet,h by henring, nnd 
henring by tho Word of Go<l, Oln,e1·vo some of the tormM by whir:li ( :ml 
epo11ks thu word 11H His im1trumont of notivity. _ Hif1 word ri,ign!l; t.hn 
worlds woru madu by tlw word of JfiM power. Ho in tho kingdom or 
grace sinnerB are rp1ieke11ed ancl saintH comforted hy the Spirit thro11gh 
the Word. In rrgard to our love : "He that bath My words," ~aith the 
Lord, "and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me." All the fruits of the 
Spirit grow 0L1t of that seed -the Word of God. Is God a warrior ? the 
Word is His weapon. Is He a physician? He heals by His Word. Is 
He a father? He counsels by His Word. Is He a king? Here are His 
laws. He saya of His Word: •· It shall accomplish that which I please, and 
prosper in the thing whereunto I sent it." You might sooner stop the 
sun than bind the Word of God. If you could bind it the bonds would 
be broken. If you put it in prison it will break out again. The Word of 
God is said to be His g(ft, " J.ll Scripture is given by the inspiration 
of God." "God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son." 
Thus all the promises of God in Him a.re Yea and in Him Amen. The 
bonds of the ambassador a.re not seen in the message, but the majesty 
and power of the Kinr,t. 

3rd. In the te:r.t tile preacher's vocation is seen. His work was 
to preach the Word of God. His work was to make the way of salva
tion plain. Let us labour to make it plain. "How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of them that bringeth good tidings." 
It shall run very swiftly, for it is the Word of God. In the early 
Church they were scattered abroad through persecution; but where
ever they went they preached the Word. Since the in,ention of print
ing it has run on. Onr vocation is with the Lord; the Word of the Lord 
is not bound. When thou awakest it shall talk with thee ; when thou 
walkest it shall go with thee. "He tlrnt hath ears to hear let him hear." 
God has s..'l.id, '' Them that honour :Me I will honour." Honour comes 
onlv through the Word. Believe in the Lord Jesus; this is your arsenal. 
You prirnt~ Chri~ti:lns-you that desire to be close followers of the Lord 
Jesu,, C'hrist-liskn t<l what the Psalmist says: "Thy Word lrn,e I hid in 
m, ht"llrt that l mil!ht. not siu a-1._"llinst Thee." God's "\Yord will make our 
spiritual can.>er 8hiue more bright. 

-Uh. TIit s11.-uss (!l thl' prl't.lthtr drJlf'11tl.~ 011 the j;1ith_ti1/11us rf th1J 
r.111bassador not on the reception of the Word. God will always honour 
those who honour Him. Preach the Word, be faithful to God and His 
truth, thus the Word shall ne\·er foll to the ground. ..\.men. 

( To h,, co11ti,wed.) 
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AN ADDRESS TO CHARLES HILL, 
Pfl .• tm· ,!f tlil' Strid mul Pflrtie111a1· Bapti.vt C1wrck, Sto1u· Ash, 811.ffolft. 

PRESENTED AT THE ANNCAL GATHERING OF THE l\lETROPOLITAN 

FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF THE SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK 

HOME MISSION, SOHO CHAPEL, LONDON, JtILY, 14, 1891. 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,-We have learned with sorrow that 
1our official connection with the Suffolk and Norfolk Home 

Mission will shortly terminate; and that, after this Summer, your visits 
to London, as its Secretarial Representative, will consequently cease. 

In the name of your Metropolitan friends, we, therefore, embrace the 
opportunity of acknowledging, with gratitude to God, the benefit that 
your eloquent and inspiring Sermons have proved to your congregations 
in the environs of our great City. 

You have not only ably advocated the claims of the Society in whose 
interests you have appeared in our midst; but yon have instructed us 
from your rich and varied stores of Biblical and Evangelical knowledge; 
you have established us in the great distinctive principles, which our 
section of the Bapt.ist Denomination is maintained Lo defend and 
disseminate; and have warmed our hearts with glowing and tender 
words, which have often been specially attended with the unction of Lhe 
Holy Spirit. 

We trust that you will not be compelled to discontinue these minis
trations altogether; and indulge the hope that we shall enjoy the 
occasional privilege of seeing and hearing you for many years yet to 
come. 

Whatever the future may, however, be, our kindest thoughts will 
follow you. We will pray for your health and happiness-your temporal 
and spiritual welfare. 

May you long be spared to preach to the affectionate and appreciative 
people among whom you have for so many years laboured ; and continue 
to aid the Churches of the County of Suffolk by your weighty counsels 
and your earnest supplications. 

And when yonr days of service are ended, may "an entrance be 
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ," whose eternal Godhead, ancient 
glories, mediatorial fulness, wonderful love, and Covenant faithfulness-it 
has ever been your delight to extol. 

Will you accept the accompanying Purse as an expression of the un
alterable regard of the many friends who have contributed to its contents, a 
complete list of whose names will, in due course, be given you. 

Believe us to remain, your affectionate Christian Brethren, 

JOHN ANDREWS HASLOP, Honorary Secretary. 

J. w. BANKS. JAMES COOPER. F. MORTER. 
JORN BDSH. HENRY DADSWELL. AMOS OAKES. 
F. J. CATCHPOLE. J. J. FROMOW. ALBERT STEELE. 
MARTIN COBB. w ALTER HOWE. w. J. STYLES. 
HAROLD COOPER. I. c. JOHNSON, J.P. HERBERT WHITE. 

Signed JOHN UPSDALE, Chairman. 
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DIVINE REVELATION". 
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-ln a former number of your work you were good 

enough to publish a meditation on Atheism, in which the writer of this 
paper c~,me to the conclusion that there is a God! possessing almighty 
power and infinite wisdom to create, preserve, and perpetuate the 
universe-a God of universal sove:raeignty and supremacy. 

For salvation purpol!!es, however, it is not pufficient simply to acknow
ledge the existence of a Supreme Being, for we read in the Word that 
when men knew God by the things that are seen they worshipped Him 
;not as God, but became vain in their imaginations. They carved out to 
themselves objects of worship, having eyes that see not, ears that bear 
not, and such as could not speak to their a<lmirers. Hindoos, Budbists, 
·and many others acknowledge the existence of a Deity, but worship Him 
through the medium of idols. The natural depravity of man, therefore, 
is as manifest in his religion as it is in his profanity. The whole human 
race is involved in darkness, death, and alienation from the truth, and 
must ever remain so unless the great Creator is pleased sovereignly to 
make a revelation to His creature man, and this He has mercifully done, 
by inspiring holy men of old to write His will and make Himself known 
to our race. 

As the sun can be seen only in the light it sheds forth, so God can 
only be known as a Saviour by the beams of revelation that He con
descends to exhibit. "In Thy light shall we see light." A.11 is dark
ness apart from this. What a blessing then is the Word of God! It 
not only reveals to us the perfections of the Most High, without which 
we could nothing know, but it makes known to us ourselves, both our 
origin and destiny. Without it we should remain in the darkness of 
night. "What am I, and from whence, I nothing know bnt what I am, 
and since I am, something there must have been." How came I into 
being, conscious of existence, with powers to contemplate the past, the 
present, and the future, possessing a mortal body, a spirit, and an 
immortal soul? Here is a mystery, but the Scriptures of truth reveal 
the mystery and solve the problem of beini;. They teach us that God 
made man originally, and pronounced the workman~hip of His hands to 
very good. But man, disobeying the sovereign commands of his Maker, 
brought death into the world, with all our woe. "By one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; so <leath bath passed npon all 
men, for that all have sinned." We, being the descendants of a fallen 
head, are born sinners, and, being sinners, we sin. 

Sin! That wondrous monosyllable, a word of only three letters, but 
l\'bat is comprehended therein? Sin is a transgression of that law that 
God gave to Adam in Eden and to Moses on Sinai. Sin is rebellion 
against the God who made us. It is opposed to the authority of the 
Most High. It would rob the Almighty of His crown, and dethrone the 
Majesty of heaven from the seat of His glory. It is treason of the 
darkest hue. If treason against an earthly monarch merits and procures 
temporal death, how much more does treason against the King of the 
universe merit death eternal? Sin sets up the self-will of the creature in 
fearful opposition to the sovereign will of the Creator. Sin has conv_erted 
this beautiful planet into a charnel house. We gaze upon the bodies of 
the dead and hear the groans of the dying on the battle-field, and wonder 
how it i~ that man can embrue bis hands in his brother's blood, and the 
only explanation of it is to be. f<?und in the li_ttle word "sin ! " ~bat 
else has sin done? Let our Jail~, our lunatw asylums, our hospitals, 
and graveyards answer. "The grave, dread thing, men shiver when 
thou'rt named." If a more emphatic answer be required to the question, 
let Dives in the abyss reply by saying, "I am tormented in this flame." 

As a consequence of sin all must die, the pauper f!-S well as the 
millionaire; the scholar no less than the man of no education; the hoal'y-
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headed octogenarian and the infant of a day old. The gt·ave claims the 
monarch on the throne and the meane~t peasant in the land-it is no 
respecter of persons. Where are the mighty Cresars, the Alexanders, and 
Napoleons of historic renown, these scourges of the worldP The grave 
claims them as its own. 

"Hence they are hurried to their graves, 
Where kings and slaves have equal thrones; 

Their bones without distinction lie 
Amongst the heaps of meaner bones." 

But if we would contemplate the greatest mystery of all as the result 
of sin, let us gaze with holy solemnity upon the cross of Calvary, and 
there behold, with humble adoration, the crucified One, the glorious 
God-Man l,Iediator, hanging on the accursed tree. That blessed Saviour, 
who knew no sin, yet was " m11.de sin for us, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him." Although wicked bands performed 
the awful deed of crucifix:ion, yet it was our sins, our cruel sins, that 
wounded the Redeemer. He voluntarily submitted thus to die, to take 
away the sin of every truly repentant sinner that trusts in Him for 
salvation. He tells us, '' I lay down My life for the sheep. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again." Wondrous 
love this, that could induce the great Redeemer thus to suffer to save 
our worthless souls from eternal death, from the everlasting consequences 
of such a dreadful evil as sin. The love of God the Father is seen no 
less in this. "For He so loved the world as to give His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believetb in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life." Happy then is the person to whom a living faith has been 
given in order that he should believe and receive eternal life. 

What should we have known of these blessed things but for the 
holy Scriptures revealing them, and for the Holy SpiriL taking the 
things of Jesus and showing them unto us? God grant unto the reader 
and writer of these lines that grace by which we shall be hourly thank• 
ful for the good hope of interest in the Redeemer's precious blood, by 
which He is able to present us faultless before the throne of glory with 
exceeding joy. 

Gravesend. =========== I. C. JoIINSON. 

SAMUEL ADAMS, 
DEAR MR. WINTERs,-It pleased the Lord to call my dear father, Mr. 
Samuel Adams, of Grundisburgh, Suff:>lk, to his eternal rest on May 
30th, 1891. For 66 years he was a member of the Church at Grundisburgh, 
being called by grace and baptized in the year 1825 by Mr. John Thomp
son of Cnlpho, predecessor to the late Samuel Collins of blessed me~ory. 
Fo; 47 years he sat under the ministry of Mr. Collins, and his heart was 
often melted and his soul edified and lifted up, while listening to the 
glorious Gospel proclaimed by that useful servant of Chrisli. Last 
February he became helpless, and for 16 weeks endured intense pain, but 
the grace of God enabled him to bear it with wonderful fortitude and 
patience, exclaiming, "It is the Lord; let Him do what seemoth good." 
A few days before his death the dear Lord gave him a blessed assurance 
that heaven was his home, and that his ram1omed spirit would soon be 
wafted to its everlasting re~t. 

"M.r. W. Gill, of Grundisburgh, his beloved pastor, committed his mortal 
remains to the grave, and made some very touching remarks, and gave 
excellent advice to the family. May the Lord in His mercy sanctify this 
trial is the prayer of Yours in the hope of the Gospel, 

Norb1ton Surrey. J. H. ADAMS. 
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ROBERT HOW ARD. 

MR. RonERT How ARD was born at Peckham on the 10th of April 1839 of 
godly parents, members of the late Joseph Irons' C_hurch, worshipping at 
the Grove, Cam0erwell. He was pastor of the friends meeting for the 
worship of our coven9:nt God at." Mizpah" Strict ~aptist 0hapel, Peckham
road. We have-wntten by himself-the followmg condensed history of 
his life-natural and spiritual :-

" I grew up as most boys, and often look back with wonder at the 
merciful providence and kindness of the Lord and His preserving care 
over me in my youth. Twice I was run over, and once rescued from a 
watery grave. I had the unspeakable privilege of belonging to a Sabbath
school connected with the old Rye-lane Chapel, of which the late George 
Moyle was pastor. I have many blessed reflections of the truth I was there 
taught, and it was, I believe, in that chapel that the Lord first commenced 
His work in my soul. This was through my teacher, Mr. George Wilshire, 
in an address, speaking from the words, 'If any man love not the Lord 
Jesus Christ let him be Anathema-Maranatha: On one occasion, being 
at Ramsgate, I heard Mr. J. Comfort. He took for his text, 'He bath not 
beheld iniquity in Jacob, nor perverseness in Israel.' I went out of the 
Lord's house full of joy, praising and blessing God. I was also much 
blessed by the ministry of Mr. Jay, of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, one of 
whose sermons came with great power-' Many are called, but few chosen,' 
also, 'The servant abideth not in the house for ever, but the Son abideth 
ever.' But I had not fully realised the demands of the law of God until 
I heard the late James Wells, at an anniversary in the old Rye-lane 
Chapel, from the words, 'Cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things written in the book of the law to do them.' That cut me off from 
all hope, and I thought all I had passed through and enjoyed was a delu
sion. I went sorrowing and mourning, but still hoped the Lord might 
appear; and one Lord's-day I went to Walworth to the Surrey Music-hall, 
and Mr. Wells showed how Christ had broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us and God, and I felt my sin for ever removed. 

"I was then brought to decision to cast in my lot with the people of God. 
and my wife and I were baptized at the Surrey Tabernacle in March, 1861, 
I was at this time much exercised about speaking in the Lord's name, and 
when I heard some of our own brethren speak, I thought I had the ability 
to do so; and when I heard others who trod the dignity and divinity 
and power of Jesus Christ under foot (t,hat is, in their preaching), I was 
stirred within me, until the Lord opened doors for me to proclaim Him, 
and a full, free, and finished salvation. He has wonderfully helped me, and 
for 30 years has enabled me to exalt a precious Saviour as the all-in-all of 
a sinner's salvation. In the providence of God I wa~ removed to Birming
ham, and the first Sabbath the Lord found a place for me, and a text from 
the words, ''!'rust in the Lord and do good, so shalt thou dwell in the 
land, and verily thou shalt be fed;' and this was fulfilled to the letter in 
my experience. After a sojourn of twelve years the Lord brought me 
back to London, and for a time providential things were abundantly 
supplied," &c. 

Mr. Howard preached his last sermon on the third Lord's-day morning 
in February, 1891, from the words, "I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love· therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee." It was a 
precious savoury discourse, and seemed to be a foreshadowin!? of the 
glory th~t was so soon to be revealed to him. In his last prayer he com
mended his charge to the Lord as one about to go home. 

Upon our dear father returning from his lost service_ at "Mizpah,'' _we 
all noticed how much weaker he wa.s, and were very anx10us that nothmg 
should be left undone to restore him to health. Accordingly on the fol
lowing day a doctor was called in, who pronounced him to be in a very 
critical state. Not being quite satisfied, however, after nearly a fortnight 
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had elapsed, our dear fat.her being no better, but rather worse, a physician 
was sent for, who stated that be was suffering from brain exhaustion, and 
the very best we could do was to take him away to a warmer climate, 
where possibly the change would revive and restore him t,o us if only for a 
few years longer. However, this was not to be. God's .ways are not our 
ways. We, aftH consulting bis wishes, decided upon sending him and 
our dear mother to Hastings. Accordingly, on Tuesday, March 10th, they 
arrived their accompanied by their son. He bore the journey far better 
than we anticipated, The following morning he went out for a short 
walk with his son, but returned much weaker. Again on the next day he 
made an attempt to go out, but only reached the door, being too weak to 
walk. After spending a very restless night, he became much worse, and 
for the first time we began to realise that his end was near. Both our mother 
and their son watched at his bedside, and saw, by the splendour of his 
eyes, he bad received his MaEter's call, and had seen, as it were, the first 
glimpses of heaven. He looked at us for the last time, and raised his eyes 
above, and his happy spirit took its flight, to dwell for ever with t,he Lord. 
And thus a faithful ambassador, a loving husband and father, bas been 
taken from our midst. He died on Friday, March 13th, at 11.45 midnight. 

His remains were convey"d home, and were interred at Foree~ Hill 
Cemetery; Mr. Wheeler conducting the service in the chapel, and Mr. 
Baldwin committing his body to the dust, there to await the resurrection. 

Our beloved brother JOSIAH DILLISTONE, of Clare, fell asleep on May 
25th, aged 50 years. His removal from us will be cause for regret by 
many, as he was a very acceptable supply for the pulpit, and was well 
known in our Churches, especially by the following-where he had 
from time to time supplied-Hadleigh, Glemsford, Sudbury, Belchamp, 
Yeldham, Hedingham, Brockley, and others. He was born at Sturmer, 
Essex, and bad a godly mother, who still remains to mourn her loss. 
He married the third daughter of the late James Price, of Birdbrook, 
Essex ( deacon ef Keddington Baptist Chapel), whom he leaves with nine 
sorrowing little ones. 

He was called by God's grace about eleven years ago when suffering 
from quinsy. He then saw himself a lost, guilty, and helpless sinner; when 
his distress was very great. Seeing nothing but hell before him, be cried 
most earnestly for mercy, when the Lord was pleased to apply Heh. vii. 
25 with some comfort to his soul, also a sermon preached by Mr. Roddy 
from Eph. i. 7. He was baptized in August, 1881, and joined the Church 
at Clare, Soffolk, after which he was anxious to tell others of the blessed
ness of salvation by Christ Jesus. He had many pulpit engagements, but 
frequently had to decline, taking others on account of his ill-health. 

About five years ago he was taken very ill from which he never really 
~ecovered, although at times he appeared well. .Although all means 
possible were tried to restore him, yet all this time he was under the 
impression that he should never recover. Yet we all hoped ·and believed 
he would. He soffered much from nervousness and depression. The 
thought of leaving his beloved wife and family was at this time a very 
great trouble to him. But be was enabled afterward to leave them in the 
Lord's hands, knowing that He had promised to be a "Husband to the 
widow and a Father to the fatherless." 

He grew much worse and suffered most excruciating agony; but his 
mind was stayed on Jesus, who was to him" All and in all." He was 
continually asking those around him and all who called to pray with him. 
For he wanted to speak of nothing else save Jesus Christ, and Him cruci
fied. He seemed to spend the last few months of his life in continual 
prayer. 

One day his dear wife asked him how his mind was when he felt 
easier. He replied, "It is just as I am at the feet of Jesus." .And then 
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would earnestly cry, "Come, Lord ,Jesus, come quickly." A few days 
before his death, after the doctor's visit, he enquired what he had said 
his dear wife telling him that he thought he would not be here much 
longer. His face lit up as with rapture, and he cried, "Bless the Lord oh 
my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name." In his iast 
few hours his mind wandered, and he suffered agonising pain up to the 
last hour of his life, not knowing those around him. In answer as to 
whether he knew the Lord Jesus, he replied, '' Yes ''-and thus passed 
-into the immediate presence of the King. 

It was a touching sight to witness the funeral, at which many of the 
townsfolk attended. The beloved wife and widow, with so many dear 
little ones, were mourning a godly praying husband and father. We 
sorrow for him, but not as those who have no hope. For whilst the dear 
bereaved ones sorrow at this painful and mysterious dispensation of Go:i's 
providence, they would cry in the words of the deceased, when in great 
pain, '"My F11,ther, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me, bat all 
Thy will be done."' J. H. 

JOHN GEORGE TYRRELL. 

Our beloved brother John George Tyrrell fell asleep on March 8th, 
1891, in the 37th year of his age, after two years' suffering from that linger
ing disease, consumption. From a child he was privileged to sit under 
the sound of free and sovereign grace, being brought up under the faith
ful testimony of that valiant man of truth, the late James Wells, and 
.after his death that fearless and mighty expounder of God's Word, Thomas 
Bradbury, but, apparently without any saving result. Between three and 
four years past, he was asked to go and hear Mr. Harsant, of Heaton-road, 
Peckham. He very reluctantly went, and there he remained. When 
health and strength and business allowed he was there, not only on the Sun
day, but at each week-night service. The time rolled on, " not to propose, 
but call by grace." It was evident to a great many that saw him, when 
listening to the preached Word, and those who had spoken to him, that 
the Holy Ghost was doing a work in his soul. About five weeks before 
his death, Mr. Harsant called to see him, and very solemnly and faithfully 
-spoke to him of his position as a sinner before God, and that there was 
but a step between him and eternity, when he opened his mind to him 
and said, " Do you recollect speaking from these words, ' Then they that 
feared the Lord spake often one to another, &c.?'" "Ah," he said, 
"that sermon was blest to me; I shall have to bless God to all eternity, 
that He ever sent you to Peckham.'' About three weeks before his death 
I went into his bedroom, and said, " What shall I tell the friends at 
Heaton-road to-morrow, Sunday?" ffe said," Tell them that I am going 
home." "Ah," I said, " but what kind of a home is it P " ""\Vell," he 
said, "tell them that I know for me to die is gain." Another time he 
-said to his daughter, who was reading to him the 14th chapter of Matthew, 
-when she came to the words, "It is I; be not afraid:" "Stop, Nelly; that 
I is all my hope, and it is where I am resting." On the morning of March 
4th I went to his bedside, and he held oat his poor, thin band. I took 
hold of it, and said, "How do you feel this morning? '' He said. "Very 
dark and dull; I have not had a word from Him all night ; but He won't 
leave me, will He ? He has promised not to do so.'' I said, " No, no, 
never.'' Another time, a few hours before his death, one of his brothers 
came to see him, and he said to him, " Do you know me? " He said, "I 
know your voice ; it is Jos.'' '' Ah," he said ; " I shall soon be with Jesus ; 
I hear His sweet voice now and then, for it will not be long before I shall 
have my father on the one side of me and my mother on the other." A few 
moments before he departed he lifted up his hand as high as he could, 
and then quietly passed a way. We may truly say of the departed as was 
said of Joshua the high priest, "Is not this a brand plucked out of the 
fire?" G. T. 
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MARY ASN DIEPER, 

DEAR BROTHER WINTRRs,-We were sorry to hear of your heavy affiio
tion, but are thankful to hear of improvement in your health. We have 
been passing through afiliction, and death has made great inroads in the 
Church at Stowmarket. Our aged sister, Mary Ann Diaper, Old Newton, 
near Stowe (the mother of my dear wife), was in her 85th year; she had 
been a member of the Baptist Church fifty-six years. She had been 
married sixty-two years, and has been a consistent membor of the Church 
all her life. She lived to see her children follow the Lord in the ordi
nance of believers' baptism, and her heart has been gladdened to see her 
children's children follow the Lord in the same path, The writer, sitting 
by her bedside on Sunday morning, April 26th, speaking to her of the end 
of her journey being very near, and of her hope i.n Christ, she said :-

"'My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesu's blood and righteousness.'" 

" ' On Christ the solid Rock I stand.' " 

She hoped she should not have to stay here another day; she thought 
she should have gone on the Saturday. She has left an aged and paralysed 
husband in his 87th year to mourn his loss a little longer, and is patiently 
waiting to hear the Master say, "Child, come home."-Yours faithfully, 

JAMES GARRARD. 
~ew Bond-street, Stowmarket. 

JAMES GARROD. 

For thirty-one years our beloved brother James Garrod had stood in 
honourable membership with us ; now his spirit has joined the greater 
congregation of the just made perfect. All that was mortal lies peacefully 
in the earth, till the bright resurrection morn. On April 21st he was in 
his place at the weekly service. On the 22nd he left his home in the vil
lage for the farm, and reached it safely, but was seized with an apoplectic 
fit, from which he never recovered, and breathed his last on May 4th, 
1891. He was a man that greatly feared the Lord, and hated evil ; not 
much of a talker, but what he did say was on things that make for peace. 
Prayer was his element, and in simple words he often poured out his soul 
in public before God. The young have lost a praying friend, and the 
openly profane had in him one who loathed their profanity, moumed their 
state, and earnestly pleaded with the Lord for their salvation. 
During his short illness our visits were frequent. So far as 
the nature of his malady allowed him, he was able to express 
his faith in the mediatorial work of Christ, to listen and follow 
the readin~ of God's Word, and never failed to add his own Amen to uhe 
prayers offered at his bedside. Our last visit was on the 1st inst.; he was 
able to say a few words upon the finished work of Christ, closing thus: 
" He is All in all to me." On Saturdav, the 9th, his remains were interred 
in our chaoPl grounds before a large gathering of friends, and on Lord's
day, the 10th, we alluded to his life and death in connection with remarks 
made on 1 Thess. iv. 13, "Those that sleep in Jesus." The Lord send 
anothn like him into our midst. W. H. EVANS. 

Rattlesden, Suffolk, May, 1891. 

EPHRAIM JACKSON. 

By the death of our dear brother, the late Ephraim ,Jackson, the 
Church at Foot's Cray has lost one of its oldest members. He was bap
tized at Eynsford, in the year 1832, by John Rogers, pastor, and soon 
afterwards was transferred to the new Church at Foot's Cray, of which he 
was rnbsequently appointed a deacon, which office ha held till his death. 
His naturally kindly disposition endeared him to all who knew him, and 
even those who did not care for bis religion respected him. His piety 
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was of the good old-fa~hioned sort, making itself manifest in all his con
versation, and one could not be long in his company without discovering 
that he was one who feared the Lord. His delight was to read the Word 
of God, and to meditate upon its truths, and it was a treat to visit him 
at his home, or to see him in the house of God as he poured out his soul 
in praise and prayer. Of late his visits to Foot's Cray havll been com
paratively infrequent, for the distance was great, and his increasing 
mfirmities made much walking impossible, but he never missed an oppor
tunity of meeting with the people of God when able to do so. He was 
present at the Lord's Supper on the first Lord's-day in April, wheu his 
evident enjoyment of the service was remarked by not a few. He stayed 
(as usual) to tea in the vestry, and took part in the prayer-meeting after
wards with great fervour. He was mercifully spared a long illness, for 
on retiring to rest on the 11th of May he was seized with paralysis, and on 
the 16th he passed peacefully away, in the 79th year of his age, and in 
the 60th of his Christian profession. During his last days he was able 
to say but little, his articulat10n being affected, but he was able to assure 
the dear ones who ministeren to him of his joy in the Lord, whom for so 
long he had known and served. His body was laid to rest in the grave
yard of Foot's Cray Chapel, on Wedne3day, May 20th, and on the Lord's
day following his funeral sermon was preached by Mr. E. A. Tydeman, 
pastor, from Johu xiv. 1-3. 

Call it not death ; it is no longer dying 
To close the eye while Jesus watch doth keep. 

Tbev are not dead who in His care are lvinsr, 
"·For so He giveth His beloved sleep:•• -

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 
Carmel Chapel Pulpit : Sermons 

Preaelied and Revised at Inte1·vals by 
J. Parnell during the years 1886-91, 
with portrait. To be had of the Author, 
7, Trigon-road, Clapham-road, London, 
S.W. We very highly value the present 
volume of sound and savoury sermons 
from the heart and lips of onr esteemed 
brother J. Parnell, and hope that lovers 
of the truth will lose no time in pur
chasing copies for themselves and their 
friends. The volnmA is neatly bound in 
cloth, with splendid portrait of the 
author, and the price is only 2s. 6d. 

MAGAZINES.-We have on our table 
the following serials:-Zion',, Witnes.,. 
As usual full of the deep things of God. 
Life and Light. Well stored with sound 
and wholesome truth, which cannot fail 
to be of service wherever it goes. 
.AtMtralian Partieu.lar Bapti,,t ,llagazine. 
The last to hand contains a most encou
raging report of the Australian Aged 
Pilgrims' Friend Society. The Snrrey 
Tabernacle Witness. God be praised for 
the amount of precious soul-food con
tained within the covers of this truthful 
serial. TIie Gospel Magazine, The be
loved editor's pen, notwithstanding his 
advanced ,oars continues to flow on as 
freely as ever, 'under, we are sure. the 
!endings of the Spirit of Goel. 1'1,e Day 
Star (Tasmania). Interesting and use-

ful. Co11sec1·ativn for June contains a 
very good portrait of the late John Ash
worth; also several short articles on re
ligious subjects. Tlie Regular Bapti.it. 
As fruitful as ever in religious essays, 
expositions, &c. Ilic Silent illessenger. 
A choice little monthly, well adapted 
for Sunday-schools in which the old
fashioned Gospel is regarded and taught. 
The Banner ,,j Is•ael. A very unique 
publication, full of i □ teresting reading 
on the Lost Tribes of Israel. The June 
number contaias an excellent map of 
Egypt, Abyssinia, and the countries of 
East Equatorial Africa. ( Price id. 
monthly; R. Banks and Son). Tlie 
Sunday Closinp Repor/e1· is worthy of 
being universally known and read, as it 
is one of the 0best organs issued for 
stopping the sale of intoxicating liquors 
ou Sunday. Chee1·ing o/ol'ds for June 
contains a beautiful portrait of Dr. Ray 
Palmer. This sweet u, tie gem of a book 
ought to be scattered monthly in every 
Sunday-school as an excellent antidote 
against the specious literature of the
present day, which teaches tbe God-dis
honouring- doctrines of free will and 
duty faith, and which errors are creeping 
into onr ranks. See Cheering H onl., 
for Julv, containing a beautiful por
truit of Dr. Bonar, with a sketch of his. 
life, &c. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
RECOGNITIOX OF MR. S. 'f. 

BELCHER AS PASTOR AT 
HOMERT0X-ROW. 

Tuesday, June 30th. 1891, was a day 
which will long be remembered by those 
who witnessed and took part, in these 
services. The cause at Homerton-row is 
well known among lovers of truth for 
its staunch adherence to the "old 
paths." Nothing but the New Testa
ment order and practice will do for the 
Church here. It was not surprising, 
therefore, to see s0 large a gathering of 
men and ministers devoted to the dis
tinguishing doctrines of grace assemble 
on this solemn and interesting occasion. 
The services really commenced on the 
previous Monday evening, when a 
special prayer-meeting was held, an un
usual number bein\l' present, and the 
Lord's presence realised. Supplications 
were made to God for His smile to rest 
on the next day's proceedings. The 
Lord heard and answered the petitions 
of His people, as those who were 
favoured to be present can testify. 

On the Tuesday morning a number of 
ministers and friends, mostly from a 
distance, were hospitably entertained at 
luncheon by Mr. Barmore, whose gene
rosity was fully appreciated by his 
guests. and some friendly conversation 
to0k place on the things of God and the 
service and worship of the sanctuary, 
which served as a sweet and savoury 
prelude to the more public services in 
the time-honoured sanctuary in Homer
ton-row, which commenced precisely at 
2.30. Notwithstanding the early time, 
-a considerable number had already as
sembled. Mr. W. H. Lee, of Bow, con
ducted the afternoon service, which 
began by singing:-

.. Kindred in Christ, for His dear sake, 
A hearty welcome here receive." 

The hymn was sung very heartily, indi
cating a sincere appreciation of the 
"welcome" given. 

The chairman then read Ephes. i.,and 
~ngaged in the solemn exercise of 
prayer. 

Mr. James Lee gave out hymn 
749 (Denham's) :-
" Would you the Church of God survey

Its beauty, strength, and harmonyr 
Then Christ Emmanuel see! 

Where all perfections in Him meet, 
There is the Church of God complet<:, 

The sum of all is He." 

Mr. W. H. Lee then read a letter from 
Mr. W. Winters, who was to have pre
sided, which gave expression to the 
\l'reat disappointment he (Mr. W.) felt 
m not being able to be present, After a 
few words of regret at the absence of 
brother Winters, and of the affliction 
whi-ch 1,revented him being with us, he 

(the chairman) went on to say we were 
called together on a very solemn and 
interesting occasion-the recognition of 
a minister of the Gospel; and we shall 
want first of all to know whether he is 
a vessel of meroy, and then we shall 
want to know something about his call 
to preach the Gospel. A man may be a 
gracious man, but if he has no qualifica
tions for preaching the Gospel, he has 
no right to be in the pulpit. He hoped 
brother Belcher would feel at home in 
this place. and realise the value of the 
hymn which states:-
" Here my best friends, my kindred dwell, 

Here God, my Saviour, reigns." 
Mr. Osmond announced the next 

hymn, 11 Grace, 'tis a charming sound ; " 
and Mr. Lee then called on brother 
Sears to II State the nature of a Gospel 
Church," 

Mr. Sears prefaced his subject by 
saying how deeply interested he felt in 
being present with the friends at 
Homerton-row. He was in the chapel 
42 years a.go. but had never spoken in 
the place before. He also felt deep inte
rest in brother Belcher, and was pleased 
when he heard that he was coming to 
Homerton-row, and prayed that God 
might bless him here, 

At the close of Mr. Sears's excellent 
address, 

Mr. Cullingford gave out hymn 759 
(Denham's), and Mr. Lee asked brother 
Belchu to state his call by grace. and 
which, with his call to the ministry, 
the Editor has promised to publish next 
month, with a portrait of Mr. Belcher. 

Mr. Lee having expressed his satisfac
tion with and pleasure in listening to 
brother Belcher's call by grace, asked 
J. W. Banke to announce another hymn, 
after which the chairman requested Mr . 
Belcher to give the friends his call to 
the ministry, and which proved satis
factory to all present. 

A short address by brother J. Crook, 
of Lewisham, on the blessings of the 
means of grace, and Dr. Wu.tts's hymn 
(given out by brother Runneckles), 
"How did my heart rejoice to hear," 
brought the afternoon's service to a 
close. The friends being ready for the 
refreshing cup of tea, were admirably 
served in schoolroom and chapel. 

EVENING SERVICE. 

Mr, F. C. Holden, vice-president of the 
Jlletropolitan Association, conducted the 
evening- service, which commenced with 
~waine's sweet paraphrase of 1 John 
1. 7:-

" Jesus, away from earth I fly, 
And with Thv Church unite: 

Thv saints shall be my company, 
Thy presence my delight.'' 

Our brother Holden read pa.rt of Titus 
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ii., and brother R. E. Sears offered 
prayer. 

The chairman said: There is much to 
do this evening, I shall therefore only 
just say how glad I am, that through the 
goodness of the Lord, it is my privilege 
to be here this day. My heart 1does re
joice to know the Lord has sent you a 
pastor. I am glad, too, that there are 
hopeful signs that the ~ord has bro~ght 
our brother Beloher mto your midst; 
and trust, therefore, that the blessing of 
the Lord may be manifest, and that 
peace and prosperity may be yours to 
enjoy. From what we know of brother 
Belcher we are hopeful, and pray that 
the Holy Spirit may be poured out upon 
you. We be_lieve in a spe~ial and par
ticular providence overrulmg all events 
in the Church, and we want to know 
some of the Lord's dealings in bringing 
brother Belcher among you, 

In reply, Mr, Haines, one of the 
deacons, said:-

Dear Mr. Chairman and Christian 
Friends,-It devolves upon me, ~s a 
deacon of this Church to state bnefly 
the leadings of Providence in bringing 
our brother S. T. Belcher to this place, 
and also to our action in inviting him to 
take the oversight of us as our pastor. 
Since our late pastor, brother J. Ben
nett. left us, a little <?Ver th!e~ years 
ago ·we have had supplies to mm1ster to 
us the word of life; and I would take 
this opportunity to say how deeply we 
are indebted to those brethren who have 
served us, but we have felt all along 
that the Church of God profits much 
more under a settled pastor. Our 
prayers therefore, have been that the 
Lord might be graciously pleased to send 
us a pastor after His own heart, to guide, 
feed, and bless us. Among the many 
supplies came our brothers. T. Belcher, 
and we heard him two or three times 
with great-acceptance. W~ found _his 
ministry was truthful,. mstruct1ve, 
varied, impressive, expenmental, ~nd 
kind Knowing he was about leavmg 
the Church at Watford, we determined 
not to be too late, so gave him an invi
tation for three months with a view to 
the pastorate. When this engagement 
was nearly fulfilled, we had a Church 
meeting, which was fu~ly attended, and 
we gave him an unam:,nous_call to the 
pastorate witlw11t one d1sse11ticnt 1:1'.te. 

We looked for three thmgs. m a 
pastor, and we found them all m our 
brother Belcher. 

Firstly that he should be a man of 
truth an'd this we have proved our 
broth~r to be. He is one with us, not 
only in faith, but in order, 

Secondly that he sho11ld be able to 
draw a few' people together, and to ~uild 
I'S up as it regards numbers, and th1~ he 
has done by a blessi!lg on the Word ma 
most marvellous manner; the attend
ance at each service is already doubled, 

and there are still signs of further in
crease. 

Thirdly, that he should be one to 
whom we could look up to with respect 
and love. 

Our brother Belcher has been well 
and cordially received; his genial and 
loving spirit has endeared him to the 
hearts of all. 

We have invited him to become our 
pastor and he has accepted our call, and 
now ,;,;e are here, in the presence of you, 
our esteemed ministerial brethren, and 
this congregation, to express our deep 
and heartfelt gratitude to God. We 
accept our brother as a gift from the 
Lord, and pray that the Lord II\ay be 
graciously pleased to bless the umon to 
our profit and His own glory. Amen. 

Mr. Holden remarked, brother Haines' 
statement commends itself to all, and 
asked brother Belcher to give his reasons 
for accepting the pastorate. 

Mr Belcher said, being convinced his 
wcrk0 was done at Watford, he felt it his 
duty to resign, and left there in October, 
1890. He then had no idea of preaching 
any more; but it having got abroad that 
he had; left Watford, invitations came 
from many places, which he could not 
refuse, and among others came an invite 
from Homerton-row for a Thursday 
evening. Knowing that many great 
and good men had been settled 1!,ere, it 
was with much fear and tremblmg he 
agreed to come. In the order of God's 
providence souls were blessed, and the 
friends quite enjoyed the service. He 
(Mr. B.) then received a three months' 
invite, which he accepted, having had a 
good time in the pulpit-he never felt 
so much freedom as in the pulpit at 
Homerton-row, The Church then gave 
him an unanimous call to be their 
pastor. Souls had been comforted, con
gregations had increased; he, therefore, 
felt it to be of the Lord, and accepted 
the call as the voice of God. llfr. Bel
cher then gave the doctrinal basis of his 
faith which he read from the E. V. & 
G. H'. for June, 1887 (see page 186), and 
which need not be repeated, 

Mr. Holden expressed his satisfaction 
in the articles of faith read by brother 
Belcher, and hoped, if he ever change!1, 
his principles he would change his posi-
tion. . 

The solemn event was then ratified by 
Mr. Holden joining the hands of Mr. 
Belcher pastor, and Mr. Barmore, 
<leacon,' representing the Church, and 
in a very fervent, faithful, and fatherly 
way said: I believe the Lord has brought 
you together, and in the face of this con
gregation, in the name of the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, pro
nounce brother S. T. Belcher pastor of 
this Church, praying that each may 
study the other's happiness to the glory 
of God and tht.t the union m1,y la;t as 
long as' your life, if it be the Lord's will. 
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Mr. Holden then offered the recogni
tion prayer. 

Mr. Harrington, of Watford, was 
much obliged to the chairman for 
granting him an opportunity of saying 
a few words. There are (said Mr. H.) 25 
of us here from Watford, to wish our 
brother Belcher God speed in the name 
of the Lord, and feel a few words from 
Watford will be refreshing to him and 
to you. Many cases of interest, and the 
use!ulness of brother Belcher's ministry 
while pastor at Watford could be given. 
We love our brother Belcher as a 
minister and as a Christian, and I am 
requested by the friends at Watford to 
present him with this clock as a token 
of their esteem. The clock is a noble. 
substantial, and serviceable one and the 
presentation speaks well for the love 
and esteem of those who formed Mr. 
Belcher's first and former pastorate. 

~fr. Belcher. who was taken by sur
prise, acknowledged the present in suit
able terms, and hoped his brother Har
rington would convey his Christian love 
to the friends ;.t Watford for such an 
unmistakable token of affection. 

Mr. Turner, of Limehouse, then an
nounced hymn 768 (Denham's), and Mr. 
John Box proceeded to give his address 
to tbe pastor, and spoke of the pleasure 
it afforded him in being present. God be 
thanked for the services of this day. We 
are here on an equality-debtors to the 
mercy of God. Mr. Box founded his re
marks on Acts xx. 24. more particularly 
dwellingon the word~."to testify of the 
gospel of the grace of God." The ad
dress was delivered with much freedom 
and felt liberty, and listened to with 
deep attention by all. 

Mr. Beer,of Brentford,gave outhymn 
769 (Denham's), and Mr.J. H. Lynn gave 
an address to the Church from Heb. 
xiii. 7. 

Mr. Barmore and Mr. Haineg expressed 
the great pleasure it afforded them in 
seeing so many present, and heartily 
thanked the ministers and friends for 
their aid and coumel. Mr. Haines also 
proposed a vote of sympathy and Chris
tian love to brother Winters in his 
affliction, expressing a hope that he may 
speedily be restored to health. This was 
seconded by Mr. R. E. Sliars in most 
affectionate terms, with a request that 
the pastor forward the same to brother 
Winters. 

Mr. W. Piper announced hymn 93 
(Denham's), "All hail the power of 
Jesu's name," and the never-to-be-for
gotten services by the Church at Ho• 
merton-row were brought to a close by 
a most fervent and heart-felt supplica
tion to God on all the counts that had 
,;timulated the people in coming to
gether, with a fervent and thoughtful 
consideration of the Editor of the 
E. V. & G. H. by brother Kempston. 

There was a very large congregation 
in the afternoon, but in the evening the 

place was quite full. Among others 
present were Messrs. Barrowdale, 
Oakey, Pocock, Jacquery, and Mark-
ham. JOHN w. BANKS. 

The following is a copy of Mr. Bel
cher's letter to the Editor:-

My dear brother Winters,-You will I 
know, be glad to hear tlmt our best hopes 
were realised at Homerton-row yesterday. 
The chapel was full, and a gracious savour 
from our precious Lord filled the house the 
chairman and speakers being all helpe'd to 
serve their Master in a gracious and be
com1ng manner. 

At t.he close of the services, your own much 
loved name was freely and affectionately re
ferred to, and th~ deepest.sympathy was felt 
on your behalf; m fact, the only disappoint-
~':igd l~~t~~s~f0 }~!. day was your absence, 

Believe me, dear brother, I am speaking 
as a man to a man, and not as a .flatterer to a 
vain l?erson, believing, ~s I do, that as the 
wolf 1s hke a lamb, so 1s a flatterer like a 
friend, and that false-hearted pnff is un-
~e;,.~~C~~!1~K: and beneath the dignity of 

To show you how sincere were our sym
pathies for you, the following resolution was 
proposed by brother Haines, seconded by 
brother Sears, and carried most una ni
monsly, with the request that I should con
vey the same to you by letter:-

" That this meeting do solemnly, heartily, 
and reverently, as in the presence of God, 
express 1t• deepest sympathy with our dear 
and well-beloved brother W. Winters editor 
of u E. V. & G. H.,1 • in his present severe and 
heavy affliction: and we do pray, ahd will 
continue to pray, that the Lord in His 
mercy may speedily restore him to his 
wonted health, to his manifold labours and 
to the joy of a true and affectionate wif~. 

Brother W. Kempston then besought the 
throne of grace on your behalf. My own 
personal prayer was Amen to all that was 
said about you. 

With Christian love and sympathy to you 
and Mrs. Winters, believe me, yours very 
truly in Jesus, s. T. BELCHER. 

Fibre Works, Millwall, E., Joly 1st, 1891. 

RE-OPENING AND ANNI:VERSARY 
SERVICES AT PROVIDENCE, 
MARCH, CAMBS. 

After being deprived of the use of their 
chapel for three consecutive Sundays, 
the Particular Baptists of March were 
reinstated on Sunday, June 14th, when, 
in conjunction with the anniversary, 
special services were held to mark the 
re-opening after renovation. 

Providence Chapel was erected shortly 
after the settlement of the late pa8tor, 
Mr. E. Forman, in 1848, and at the same 
time the small hoase for the minister was 
erected close by. Five years later the 
schoolrooms on the south side were built 
for Sunday-school purposes, and the gal• 
lery in the main building was erected 
to meet the requirements of a growing 
congregation. In 1860 folding doors 
were provided to the downstairs school• 
room, to admit of its being used when 
the ordinary accommodation was insuf
ficient for the congregation. This 
was, however, soon found to be in· 
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adequate, and in JRG-> the chapel was 
-enlarged at a cost ot £ 188. A still more 
important oxtemion was made in 187:J, 
when the building was enlarged to its 
present dimensions (accommodating be
tween 700 and 800), at a cost of nearly 
£1,000. Only three years ago a further 
improvement was made b;r the demoli
tion of the inconvemently small 
"manse," for so many years occupied 
by Mr. Forman, and the erection in its 
place of the new schoolroom, the con
tractors for the work being Messrs. 
Collingwood and Son. It may here be 
-stated that during the nearly two years' 
ministry of the present pastor (Mr. B, 
J. Northfield) the membership of the 
Church has increased from 100 to 130, 
and that there are now about 200 chil
dren in attendance at the Sunday
school, besides a senior Bible-class for 
young men and young women, held 
-every Sabbath afternoon. 

The improvements of which we have 
now to speak have been carried out 
under the direction of a committee of 
trustees and members of the congrega
tion, Mr. James Roberts has fu1filled 
the duties of clerk of the works, The 
.structural alterations and woodwork 
have been thoroughly executed by 
Messrs, J. Barrett and T. F. Whittlesey, 
while the work of renovation and 
painting has been carefully carried out 
by Mr. Henry Bond. The total cost of 
the improvements effected is about £100, 
and over £80 of this sum has been 
already raised by the congregation. 

The old schoolroom on the south side 
of the chapel has been brought forward 
·to be on a level with the front of the 
main building, neat brickwork in keep
ing with the other part of the chapel 
front, thus taking the place of ,the old 
enclosed wooden stairs, so that an addi
tion of about 9ft. has been made to the 
length of both the upstairs and down
stairs rooms. The latter place, which 
was before in such bad order as to be 
practically useless, will now be utilised 
for the usual Sunday prayer-meetings 
-one before the morning service and 
the other in the afternoon. The fire
places in these rooms, as well as in 
other parts of the building, have all 
been embellished, and here, as else
where, the painters have made things 
look bright and cheerful. It is intended 
~o put up a partition in the centre of the 
upstairs room, thus making two sepa
rate class-rooms. In one of these a neat 
wooden receptacle has been made at the 
side for storing needful and useful 

· things for school anniversaries and other 
occasions. 

As the schoolroom on the wes~ of the 
building has only beAn erected two or 
three years the work of rJnovation 
there has been comparatively slight ; 
the walls have been coloured and the 
·do~ra are now grained instea_d of 
p1unted. Viewed from the road, the 

chapel does not pre~ent the appearance 
of having much accommodation in the 
shap_e of ante-rooms. But, as a fact, in
cluding the minister's vestry, there are 
no less than seven rooms where services 
or committee meetings can be simul
taneously held if necess11,ry. The im
provement effected in the interior of 
the chapel is very marked. It pre3ents 
an altogether lighter and more cheer
ful appearance than formerly, and no 
longer tends to create an impression 
that reli<don must be a rather mournful 
thing. The roof especially presents a 
pleasing contrast to its former self, as 
m place of dark oak staining it is now 
painted and decorated with white and 
grey stencilling. The gallery is grained 
differently, and its pillars, which for
merly bore a rather close resemblance 
to iron piping, are now painted in three 
varying shades of grey, relieved by a 
little judicious gilding. The angularity 
of the gallery has been somewhat re
lieved by slightly rounding off the 
corners. Both in the chapel and ad
joining rooms the walls and woodwork 
have been renovated, and but few places 
can be found not possessing a new coat 
of paint. Out of doors the woodwork, 
railings, and piping have all been simi
larly dealt with, and the brickwork 
and ro0fing have been pointed where 
necessary. The renovators "entered 
into possession" on Whit-Monday, and 
during the three following Sundays the 
services were held in the South District 
Girls' School, lent for the occasion by 
the Chairman of the March Consolidated 
Charities (T. Tusting, Esq.). 

The Sunday services were conducted 
by Mr, J. Juli, of Cambridge, and were 
largely attended. 

On the following- Tuesday morning 
Mr. J. R. Lynn, of Loudon, preached to 
a good congregation. and a luncheon, to 
which about 100 persons sat down, after
wards took place. A capital repast at 
the nominal charge of ls. was provided 
for the convenience of persons attending 
the services from ont of town, and the 
provisions were given by friends of the 
cause. A larger gathering assembled 
in the afternoon, when Mr. E.Marsh, of 
Wellingborough, ncuupied the pulpit. 
At 5 o'clock a public tea was provided, 
and was partaken "t' by about 300 per
sons. Mr. Lynn <to',"ain preached in the 
evening to a gre,tt and attentive 
audience, The t,,rc.l proceeds of the 
special services were over £46, but in 
accordance with the uustom of devoting 
the whole of the sum obtained at the 
chapel anniversary to the i::eneral fund, 
no part of this amount will go the re
novation fund. About 60 persons sat 
down to supper at the conclusion of the 
evening service.- i-',·o,n Local Paper. 

STAPLEFORD. UAMBS.-Two very 
interesting and ,o:il-stirring services 
were held here on Tuesday, the 26th of 
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Ma.y. They were held for the double 
purpose of celebrating the 25th year of 
the pastorate of Mr. John Simpkin a.t 
Stapleford. and also tocommemoratehis 
silver wedding-when Mr. J ull, of Cam
bridge, and Mr. Styles, of London, kindly 
profferred their ser,·ices. Mr. Jull 
preached a sweet discourse in the after
noon, full of Gospel truth, from the 
words,'· Raving obtained help of God, I 
continue unto this day;· after which 
a sumptuous tea was provided. to which 
upwards of 100 sat down. In the even
ing Mr. Styles was the preacher1 and a 
ver, excellent sermon was de1ivered 
from the worda, " Because Thou hast 
been my help, therefore under the 
shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice." 
The chapel was crowded with attentive 
worshippers, and the blessing of the 
Lord was evidently amongst us. The 
pastor, Mr. Simpkin, appeared quite 
o,erwhelmed at seeing the goodnes of 
the Lord toward him. and he expressed 
his gratitude and surprise at seeing so 
many of his friends rallying round him 
after 25 years in the Lord's service 
amongst them. It will be a day long 
remembered. The proceeds from the 
collections and the tea, amounting to 
a.bout £10, was handed over to the pastor. 
-J. FAYELL, Cambridge. 

HORNSEY-RISE.-ELTHORNE-ROAD. 
-Special services in commemoration of 
eighth anniveraary of Sunday-school 
were held as follows:-On Sunday after
noon, June 14th, the annual sermon was 
preached by the pastor, Mr. W. Osmond, 
from the words of good old Ja.cob upon 
his two grandsons, "The angel which 
redeemed me from all evil, bless the 
lads," &c. On the following Thursday 
evening, the usual public meeting was 
held, presided over by the pastor, who, 
after the opening hymn, read part of 
Psalm lxxviii. and called upon brother 
Coxhead to engage in prayer. The an
nual report was then read, relating the 
incidents of the past year and recording 
the Lord's goodness and mercies toward 
us. also stating present position and 
prospects, and concluding with a. state
ment of receipts and expenses. which 
shewed a nearly level balance. Eight of 
the scholars then did their part by re
citing from memory portions of Scrip
ture and spiritual poetry in a very 
creditable manner, and very gratifying 
to the large number of friendij present; 
and each reciter was rewarded by an 
attractive, interesting book. Encourag
ing, stimulating addresses were delivered 
by brethren Willey and Sandell, the 
former from the words, "Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy 
might," and the latter upon "Daniel, 
his character and trial of faith," which 
were well listened to and appreciated. 
Suitable hymns were cheerfully sung at 
intervals, and a good collection made, 
amounting to £G l 7s., for school funds. 

"Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow."-H. G. 

CHATTERIS, CAMBS.-ZION 
CH.APF.L.-Mr. G. Boulsher, who has 
been acting as pastor here for some time, 
was on Wednesday afternoon and even
ing accepted by the Church with the 
usua.l recognition services. At three 
o'clock Mr. W. J. Styles preached a ser
mon on the ministry, and in the evening 
Mr. Boulsher stated his experience, his 
call to the ministry, and his views of 
Gospel truth. Mr. Jullste.ted the nature 
of a Gospel Church1and Mr. Barrett also 
addressed the meetmg. A tea was held 
at five o'clockl~t which there was a good 
attendance. Jl'lr, James C. Smith pre
sided over the evening meeting, and 
delivered a few introductory remarks,. 
followed by Mr. Jull. In relating his 
experiences, the pastor, like many olher 
devoted ministers, attributed his early 
spiritual impressions to his mother, who, 
had the entire charge of his early life, 
his father having passed away when he 
was a child. He was a native of Wilt
shire, When quite a boy he removed to. 
Tottenham. and attended the ministry 
of Robert Wallis. His early associations. 
were with the Established Church, but 
it was at the Surrey Music-hall, Surrey
gardens, on a Sabbath-morning, after 
having journeyed 14 miles to hear 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, that he felt 
his great need of a Saviour. That ser
mon, which he would ever remember. 
was preached from Jer. xvii. 9, "The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desparately wicked." For some time 
after this he spoke and preached after 
business hours in the slums of Londun. 
In the year 1866 he became a pastor, and 
laboured for six years, when his health 
failed, and he decided to visit America, 
and was for eighteen years in the States 
of Tennesse and Missiouri. In the latter 
State he was bereaved of his wife and 
family when the fever raged so des
perately in the States. Then, broken in 
health and heart, he decided to return. 
to old England. After preaching in 
London and the vicinity he was, through 
the instrumentality of a lady who was 
visitin~ at High Wycombe when he was 
preachmg in that town, introduced to 
the friends at Chatteris in June last. 
Ultimately he was invited to become 
pastor, and such invitation he had ac
cepted. Mr. W. J. Styles ga'l"e an 
address to the Church. The pastor at 
the close, thanked the speakers and all 
friends who had contributed to the suc
cess of the meeting. 

W ALTHAMSTOW-ZroN, MAYNARD· 
RoAD.-On Tuesday, 17th June, the 
fifteenth anniversary of opening the 
above chapel was held, commencing 
with a well-provided tea. The public 
meeting was presided over by Mr. E. H. 
Britton, from "Salem," New North-
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roe.d. Attl!r heartily joining in 
singlnit an opening hy111n of pre.lee to 
God, Mr. Runneoklee offered eatnest 
prayer. The chairman's address was 
encouraging, Mr, C. Hewitt, in burning 
words, spoli:e frotn II None is like the 
God of Jeshurun," Mr. 08JIIOnd frotn 
"This God is our God," &o., Mr. Mar
gerum, Rom. i, 16. Mr, H. D. Mobbs, 
who was glndly welcotned among us 
after his painful affliction, proved he had 
not been e. loser in the futne.oe, as words 
of grace fell from his lips on Acts iUill, 
and the writer on "God is e. refuge for 
us." This little cause has long had a try
ing time in the sore afflictions of many 
of its members. About twenty are now 
wholly or partially laid aside, but the 
Lord is with us. Dear brother Sears 
baptized e. young brother last month, 
who is to be :received into the Church. 
God grant the.t this may be as a drop 
before the shower. The refreshing 
season we.a closed with singing, 11 All 
hail the power of Jean's name," &c., and 
the benediction.-ADAM MARKHAM, 

TEDDINGTON. - Tlie Chi-i.,tian 
World for July 2nd, 1891, fl'.ives the 
following important item : ' The late 
Mr. Cornelius Parkes, against whose 
estate the claim of £20,000 was recently 
me.de by Miss Smith, we.s, during his 
lifetime, a staunch supporter of the 
Strict Baptists at Teddington, where he 
resided. 'It is stated,' writes a corres
pondent, 'that there was a legacy to 
the cause of £1,000."' We were in
formed of the subject-matter of the 
above note by our brother Samuel Banks 
some time since. We are not aware 
of any formal dissolution <1f the Strict 
Baptist Church at Teddington, or 
whether the services were simply sus
pended for a time. Some of the 
member, are still living, and we should 
rejoice to know that the cause was 
re-or~anise:l,._ as Mr. John Warburton, 
Solicitor, r·insbury Pavement, is 
endeavouring to secure the legacy for 
the Strict Baptists.-ED, 

RISHANGLES, SUFFOLK. - The 
anniversary of the Sabbath-school was 
held on Lord's-day, June 21, when three 
sermons were preached by Mr. R. A. 
Huxham, of Aldringham, The singing 
part of the service was conducted by 
the teachers and children, assisted by 
their esteemed pastor, Mr. G. Harris. 
May the blessing of the Lord be added 
to Sunday-school work wherever His 
truth is taught_; thus shall many hearts 
rejoice, and His name be glorified. 
Amen.-P. BARRELL. 

STOKE ASH, SUFFOLK. - The 
anniversary of the Sabbath-school was 
held on June 14, when two sound, truth
ful sermons were preached morning and 
evening, and an address delivered to the 
teachers and children in the afternoon 

by Mt, F. 0. Holden, af London. Seve
ral hytnns and anthem~ were sung 
throttghont the day by the teachers and 
children in a way that reflected great 
credit upon their leaders) Mr. and Miss 
Bendall, At ea.eh service our chapel 
was filled to overflowing. Collections 
made on the behalf of tlie school fund 
were satisfactory. Many felt it good to 
be there. On Lord's-day, June 21, Mr. 
Broome, of Fressingfield, came and 
preached to us two good, old-fashioned 
sermons, by which many of the Lord's 
tried ones were comforted, hungry ones 
were fed, seeking souls encouraged, and 
pointed to the Lamb of God which 
taketh awe.y the sin of the world. At 
the close of the morning service Mr. 
Broome led a dee.r young sister, just 14 
years old (a granddaughter of the late 
Mr. Cooper, of Wattisham), through the 
baptismal pool- The service was solemn 
and impressive. May others whom we 
would gladly welcome ba constrained 
to follow. So prays, P. BARRELL. 

RUSHDEN. - SUCCOTH SUNDAY· 
SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY. - The Hth 
anniver8ary of this school was cele
brated on Sunday. June 21st, when 
special services were held during the 
day, conducted by Mr. Marsh, of Well
ingborough Tabernacle, in the absence 
of Mr. W. Winters, who was to have 
been present, but was prevented by 
indisposition. Mr. Marsh took as his 
text in the morning the words from 
Joel ii. 16, "Gather the children," upon 
which he based an able discourse. In 
the afternoon our brother ac.dressed the 
young in the chapel, and recihtions 
were given by seveml scholar,. In the 
evening Mr. Marsh took as the basis of 
his remarks Psa. xc. Hi, 17, ·• Let Thy 
work appear unto Thy servants, and 
Thy glory unto their children, and let 
the beauty of the Lord our God be upon 
us, and establish Thou the work of our 
hands upon us; yea, the work of our 
hands, establish Thou it." Special 
mention must be made of the singing 
of the anniversary hymns and anthems, 
which were practised under the tuition 
of Mr. Z. Sewell, of Irthlingborough, 
Mr. Shortland presiding at the har
monium. The attendances were vary 
large, the chapel being crowded on 
every occasion, and the friends are 
pleased at the results yielded at the 
collections, which amounted to £12 9s. 
:ld., the largest sum they have ever 
collected at any anniversary. Th;e 
number of scholars now on the books 1s 
183, with 23 teachers: 30 scholars having 
been admitted during the ,·ear. On 
Monday afternoon the chiidren had 
their annual tea treat in the schoolroom. 
and after this about 200 friends sat down 
to tea in the chapel and school, the 
wants of the company being provided 
for by the lady teachers. An adjourn
ment was then made to Mr. Denton's 
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field at the back of Queen-street, kindly 
l«lnt for the occasion, where suit
able recreation was provided for the 
children, 

RECOGNITION SERVICES AT PRO
VIDEXCE, MEYRICK ROAD, 
CLAPIIAM JUNCTION. 

THE LEADING$ OF PROVIDENCE IN THE 
CHOICE OF MR. R. THOMSON AS 

PASTOR. , 
It has been well said, "Happy is that 

people who h(l,ve no history, and, doubt
less, happy that Church which_has no 
history; who, through the blessmg and 
abounding goodness of the Lord are 
preserved, owned, and blessed by Him, 
to Jive in peace and walk in the light 
of His countenance." God's providences 
are not all of a boisterous kind ; most 
of them, we think, are of a smooth and 
silent kind, like the coming of the light 
-no noise- or like the dew, gentle and 
very beneficial ; a" King dreams, a man 
remembers his fault." &c. Happy are 
those who watch Providence; they 
shall never want one to watch. "Whoso 
observes the leadings and dealing of the 
Lord, with themselves and in Church 
life, even they shall understand the 
lovingkindness of the Lord." 

We once heard a dear servant of the 
Lord give a lecture from the subject 
given him. "Providence and Grace." 
He took Providence for grace. and 
grace for Providence, and showed very 
clearly that God, our God, was a pro
viding God. in an eternal covenant, in 
His dear Son. In every way Infinite 
Wisdom could act it did for the bless
ing and making His own people 
blessed, even for evermore. Grace for 
Providence he showed clearly was 
the superabundance of the things of 
this life many have; that was grace, and 
how they abuse it profits not nor blesses 
those who have, nor others. The point 
we wish to come to is this. God, ac
cording to His own eternal purpose, has 
determined to give goo_d things unto 
His own people (Eph. 1v. 7, 8, 11, 12), 
"Unto everyone of us is given grace ac
cording to the measure of the gift of 
Christ. Therefore, he saith, when He 
ascended up on high, He led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts to men, and He 
gave some apostles, and some prophets, 
and some evangelists, and some pastors, 
and teach0rs." Some pastors, and we be
lieve we at Providence are among the 
some to whom He has given a pastor. 
We asked for a good gift, and believe our 
heavenly Father heard our prayer; and 
according to the arrangements of His 
wisdom, love, and goodness, has given 
a good gift unto us who asked Him, and 
as a Church we receive him as one of 
the ai;cension gifts of our glorified God, 
and desire to love him, for His sake 
who died and rose again. "There is a 
clock with which Providence keepeth 

time and pace, and God Himself set
teth it." :So that everything ,happens 
with divine punctuality. Israel came 
out of Egypt on the self-~ame night in 
whioh the redemption was appointed, 
The great God is never before His time, 
and never too late. 

We have been over three years with
out a pastor. To one brother the Church 
gave an unanimous invite to the pas
torate-Mr. A, E .. Realff, now of Guild
ford. . Our brother was well received. 
The Lord blessed his . ministry in our 
midst. The Church officers at Guild
ford approached our brother first, and 
he gave the promise to wait and ,con
sider their communication, and not 
promise any other Church before hear
mg from them. The Guildford Churc'h 
extended to him an unanimous invite, 
and our brother felt constrained to ac
cept the same. Other good men have 
been in and out among us, but our way 
was n<:>t clear. We heard of Mr. Thom
son, when he first came over to our 
denomination, from brother Box, and 
others. We kept our eyes on his move
'ments, and, finding our brother had 
come so near London, we wrote him to 
preach at Providence, but could not 
arrange a_n_y service then. Our brother 
went to West Ham, We heard he was 
not likely to. stop there. After making 
pretty sure our brother was moving, we 
wrote him, saying in our letter we were 
looking out for a pastor. Our brother 
Thomson came to see us, and from what 
we heard from· himself and others we 
thought the Lord might possibly bring 
about a union. Engagements were 
entered into to preach at Providence in 
the month of May, 1890, after which 
our brother often came into our midst 
with growing acceptance among us. 
In July, 1890, the deacons agreed to 
bring the name of Mr. Thomson before 
the Church, and aecertain their view of 
him. We heard our brotherJ. S, Ander
son say ·of a young person, who was 
asked to accompany a young man, she 
did not think much of him; he might 
be endured, but after each walk and 
talk they were more attached, and 
friendship ripened into union, That 
has been the way with our pastor ; he 
grew, and still grows, in our esteem and 
love, so much so that we declare for the 
union, and truly believe it to be a union 
of hearts in the best sense of the word 
and in the best things, and believe Provi
dence worked according to His will, 
who guides a sparrow, wings an angel. 

It was resolved at that Church meet
ing that the deacons should interview 
Mr. Thomson, with a view to lay the 
particulars before the Church. WtJ 
gathered that Mr. Thomson was open 
to accept a pastorate. There were 
several brethren other than we had 
before to preach, and the desire was to 
hear them, and Recure their services, 
but in October of the same year it was 
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thou.11:ht important that we take into 
consideration the matter of a pastor, 
and the first month in 1891 was agreed 
for definite action, and that special 
prayer-meetings be arranged for prayer 
and supplication. The matter became 
more important, and there was now a 
growing desire to be settled with a 
suitable pastor. In November the 
Ohurch met, and got so far as to think 
of extending an invite to Mr. Thomsonj 
with a view to the pastorate, and 
arranged for a special Church meeting 
the first week in December of the same 
year, instead of first month in 1891, and 
that Mr. Thomson be advised of such 
meeting, and asked not to promise his 
services elsewhere before hearing from 
us. 

The general feeling of the Church 
was that we might be able to secure 
his services, and that the Lord would 
unite our hearts, and that we might see 
His hand in all our concerns. 
SPECIAI, CHURCH MEETING, DEC. 3, 1890, 

The Church met, and love and peace 
reigned, and the matter was looked at 
in all ways. We had heard that Mr. 
Thomson was being sought after by 
other Churches. The Church resolved 
to give to our brother a direct hearty 
and unanimous invite to the pastorate 
after March 31st next. 

On December 5th, 1890, a letter was 
sent to our brother, signed by each 
deacon, informing him of the action 
of the Ohurch, in reply to which werP.
ceived a letter in which were these 
words= "I hasten to say at once I have 
a strong leaning to the Church at 
Providence; at the same time I judge 
it would be well to delay coming to a 
final decision, and de.ire that the Lord 
may be pleased, should this union be 
consummated, to smile upon it, and to 
cement it more and me.re as the years 
go by, is the prayer of yours, and it is 
the earnest prayer of the Church." A 
desire was expressed m each letter for 
an interview, which was arranged, and 
the officers of this Church and the pas
tor-elect had a pleasant and profitable 
meeting, and there was, and now is, a 
good understanding of the doctrines 
and practice. J\Iay the Lord in His great 
mercy continue to bless us with the 
same mind and the same judgment 
always. 

On December 17th, 1890, Mr. R. Thom
son wrote bis acceptance of the pas
torate, in which letter we find these 
words : "You extended to me an invi
tation to become your pastor. It was 
meet that I should prayerfully consult 
the Lord upon the matter before taking 
any deoided step, particularly as I had 
under consideration a similar request 
from a sister Church. Having sought, 
and I trust obtained, divine guidance, 
I have now to inform you that l accept 
the call which you have given me. 
God-willing, 1 will begin my regular 

mini8try in rour midst on Monday 
evening, Apri 6th, by conducting the 
weekly prayer-meeting. God knows it 
is my earnest desire to be made very 
useful at Providence, both in the way 
of feeding the Church of Christ and of 
gathering in the wandering sheep of 
Christ's fold." The prayer for useful
ness has been heard, and God has 
blessed our pastor in hiH work of in
gathering, and there are more inquiring 
and desire to be united with the Church 
here. 

We are full of hope for the future. 
Our eyes are up unto the hill from 
whence cometh all our help. Our help 
cometh from the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. Send now pros
perity, 0 Lord, we beseech Thee. 
" Blessed be he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord." We believe this is 
the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes. "Praise ye the Lord with 
us." 
MR. THOMSON'S ACCOUNT OF HIS CALL 

BY GRACE. AND OF THE STEPS BY 
WHICH HE HAS BEEN LED INTO THE 
STRICT BAPTIST MINISTRY, 

My early years were not all sunshine. 
I bad, thank God, and still have, an ex
cellent, godly mother ; but my poor 
father was one of the multitudinous 
victims of strong drink. His occupa
tion-that of a teacher of music-was 
one that frequently brought him into 
contact with the tempter-alcohol. I 
well remember how that, when a child, 
I had to flee from home late at night, 
along with my mother and sister, and 
to seek shelter in the abcde of a rela
tive. Such was the terror which we 
felt when the drink fiend took posses
sion of him whom God had appointed 
to be our natural protector. 

Notwithstanding this drawback, I 
was enabled to obtain a. good education. 
A little after I had entered on my teens, 
we removed from Scotland to the 
county of Durham. There I atttnded a 
good school in the neighbourhood of 
Darlington, and when between 17 and 
18 years of age, I returned for a while 
to Scotland, in order to become a 
student in the l'niversity of Glasgow. 
But for the generous assistance of a 
dear elder brother-my mother's only 
child by a previous marriag~l should 
have been quite unable to procure the 
advantage of a university education. I 
pursued my college studies for some 
three years, after which my health be
gan to give way, largely as the result of 
burning t'.)O much of the midnight oil. 
For a while I had considerably to relax 
my application to my books, and that 
is the reason why I left the university 
without takin~ a :iegree. At the period 
when I studied there (1SG5-~) the 
lower degree of Bachelor ,'.f' .dl't., had 
for ,ome years been abolished at Glas
gow. I rather think it has ,ince been 
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re'l"i'l"ro · but "t th"t time only t'hl'l 
high<>r degree of NMfa ,?f .-ti-1.• ,v"s 
<-onfllrrl'd, "nd that in most oASes nt'Oes• 
sitated a four-yMr!I' ooul"!le ohtndy. 

l,(,t this rough ~klltoh suffioe as an 
outline of the mere natural and rouo&
tional side of my early d"ys. Dnring 
mv bo'l"hood I W"s shielded by a 
mother;s tender Mre from muoh of the 
wickedness which otherwise I might 
have learned. God in His kind provi• 
dence restrained me from open pro
fanit)· and from ~he daring iniquity 
which ~ome of His people have per
petrated in the day of their unregene• 
racv. · But in His own appointed time 
the.Lord by His Sr.irit began to teach 
me the innate vileness of my own 
heart. 

I was about 15 years of age when lfirst 
began to take note of my experiences with 
respeict to divine things. I was then 
made t.o feel that, although I might 
not ha,e 11:one to such len11:ths of m,t. 
,u,rd depra,ity as m&ny others, I h&d 
"et done m&n'\' thing-s I ought not to 
ha,e done. and h&d left undone manv 
thin!l."S which I ought to h&,e done. I 
e&n well remember spending long hours 
in my bedroom in prayer and medit&• 
tion, when my companions were at 
cricket and other ga.mes. It pleased the 
Lord to emnloy. as He often doe• em• 
ploy. an afflicti'l"e dispensation of ~is 
pro'l"idence for the purpose of deepen mg 
m'I" convictions of sin and of drawing 
me with greater frequency and earnest
ness to His throne of grace. I was 
thought to be going off in a decline, but 
the Lord had mercy on me, and not 
only spared my life, but so sa~cti
fied my trouble that I have often smce 
felt constrained to say with the Psalm
ist. •· It is good for me that I have been 
afflicted." I kept a diary at that period, 
and if time permitted I might quote 
tlierefrom many passages which indi
cate the µa.dual transition of my soul 
out of felt darkness and bondage into 
c:msciolli' light and blessed freedom. 
A.mon5t t:he sin;; (t:be remembrance of 
v.hich was g-rievons to me) were the 
silli of worldl,-mindedness. of selfish
ness. and of letting my thouishts wander 
in the house of God. I had early expe
rience of the conflict which goes on in 
the renewed mind between the old and 
the new man. between that which is 
born of God and that which is earthly, 
sensual. devilish. 

one pMMg'e ot Sorlrture whloh wa.~ 
pre-eminently u~ed o God to bring me 
mto Gosplll liberty, I find lndloatioll.a 
of a growing love for the things of the 
Spirit of Goo, of an lnoreaslng delight 
in the Word of God, nnd of a gro.dual 
delivem.noe from the tyranny of evil 
he.bits. The Lord imparted to me a 
mea.sure of lively oonfidenoe o.nd of hol[. 
joy. He said to my soul, "I o.m thy so. -
ve.tion." To me the gracious promises 
and the loving invitations of His Gos
pel were words dropping with honey, 
and by grace I was enabled to eat and 
drink to the satisfying of my soul. 
Since then I have had many struggles, 
soul-questioning-a, casting-a-down and 
liftings-up, periods of spiritual adver
sity and of spiritual prosperity ; but I 
desire to bear my.humble testimony to 
the faithfulness of a covenant-keeping 
God, of Him who has said concerning 
the man that is blessed of Him, 
" Though he fall, he shall not be utterly 
cast down, for the Lord upholdeth him 
with His hand." The Lord bas kept 
me until this present hour, and in the 
language of the poet I must say :-

At that time my views of divine 
truth were not nearly so clear as they 
afterwards became : but enough light 
was given to convince me that, apart 
from the 11:race of God, I could do 
nothing. That salvation was all of 
God. and that only His Spirit could 
effectuallv subdue the evil that was in 
me and keep me pure and unspotted 
from the world. 

In turning over the pages of my 
diary, I cannot find that there was any 

.. Oh to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily rm constrained to be." 

Although there have been times when, 
under a se'lse of sin and smarting under 
deserved ohastisement on account of it, I 
have had to pray with the Psalmist: "Cast 
me not away from Thy presence, and take 
not Thy Holy Spirit from me; restore 
unto me the joy of Thy salvation and 
uphold me with Thy free Spirit." Still, 
on the whole, my experience thus far 
has borne out the truth of those words 
of Scripture, viz.," The path of the just 
is a.s the shining li11:ht, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day." 

I had early leanings towards the 
Gospel ministry. I had on several occa
sions conducted cottage meetings, and 
h&d delivered addresses in halls and 
schoolrooms. These attempts to serve 
God were spoken of by otherd in _such a. 
manner as to encourage me m my 
aspirations towards the ministry, 
Eventually I was ordained bv the late 
Bishop Frayer and licensed to the 
curacy of a large manufacturing parish 
in Preston, Lancashire. After working 
there for a few years, I moved to Lon-
don, where I was licensed to the curacy 
of St. Michael's, Chester-square. It ~as 
a great change, certainly, from a pa_nsh 
consiating mainly of fa<;itory operatives, 
to the heart of Belgrav1a. The congre
gation at St. Michael's consisted largelv 
of the nobility. I felt a little uneasy 
as to whether I would suit so very aristo• 
cratic a congregation ; but the Lord 
stood by me, and I continued there for 
upwards of four years. I h1td n.mpl_e 
time for study, for which time ulti
mately led t~ a. great altera~ion in my 
views of God s truth and ordmances. 

( To br cv11ti1111al.) 
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GUILDFORD,-JUnILEI~ PREl!ENTA• 
TION,-A very Interesting, and, we may 
hope a/rofltable, meeting was held at 
the 01 Bai,tl•t Ohnpol, Guildford, on 
Wednesday, July let, when the Churoh 
morn bers, oong-re!j'ation~ and the pastor's 
Bible-olass were mvitea by the deaoons 
to meet Mr. A. E. Realff, their beloved 
pastor on the occMion of his jubilee. 
A far,,'e number of friends re3ponded to 
the i;vitation, and joined in con~'T!_ltU• 
lating their i,astor on the ansp1c1ous 
event At the tea the tables were 
beautifully decorated with a rich J?fO· 
fusion of roses and.honeysuckle, which, 
with other flowers, lent a. sweet 
frao·rance to the schoolroom. Mr. Realff 
pre~ided at the meeting, and on the 
platform were brothers ,J, Billing, B. 
Pickett and Riddle, deacons. Brother 
Brou<rhton havino- offered prayer, the 
pasto"r referred to "the way in which the 
Lord had led him while servi'!S- Him as 
a preacher of the Gospel. tle began 
preachino- when he was twenty-five 
years ol~ from which time God had 
blessed his lo.hours by co.Hing _sinners 
throuo·h him and by strengthening and 
helpiirg othe~s in their journey to:wards 
"home." He had not b_een without 
many bitter sorrows and tnals,_yet they 
had been intermingled with Joys and 
triumphs, and, by having experienced 
these he felt he could help others who 
come' to him in trouble and needed 
sympathy .-Brother J. Billing followed, 
and, after alluding to tJ:i.e "jubil_ee, ". as 
a divine institution, a time of reJ01cmg 
that brought liberty to many, he pre
sented to Mr. Realff a handsome library 
table as a slio-ht expression of the love 
and esteem ii;_ which they regarded him, 
and of the wish that he would continue 
lono- amono- them. Mr, Realff, in thank• 
ing0 them. ~aid that it was his earnest 
hope that they would make more use 
of him as their pastor; he would o!llY 
be too o-lad to be the means of helpm_g 
any who were in tr,,mble about; their 
souls. He was lookmg for a great 
blessing from God; they alre!l.dy had 
much to encourage them, )'.et he was 
longino- to see more anx10us about 
heavenly things-to see sinners bro!lght 
to repentance, and God . glorified, 
Brothers P. Pickett and Riddle then 
e-ave short addresses, referrin.r in f~el
mo- terms to their pastor, and trustmg 
th'a.t he might be indeed a blessing to 
all of them for many years to come. 
Among the hymns su_ng d!lr.ing the 
evenin.r was the followmg ongmal one, 
printed for the occasion: -

0 send Thy blessings from above 
In copious showers, Thou God of love, 
While here we uow togethe1· meet, 
A jubilee to colebrttte. 
0 fill onr pttstor's heart with joy . 
And cheer him in his lov d emJ)\oy, 
Make sinner aud tile saint reiowe, 
While here they listen to his ,-01ce. 
Shall we let fifty r_ears glide b);, 
And still our soug in silence he, 

O •honld not Church and pa•tor raise 
To Thee a ",ng of gratefuf pr . .tse? 
0 let this he a h,ippy hour! -
Endue en.eh w th Thy Spirit's power; 
Here In our mld•t, donr Aaviour, bo, 
To bless our pastor's Juhlleo. 
mess pastor and his partner too, 
, ead1 guide, stL➔tain while here below; 
Stana by-in every trlrtl up 1old-
To bless th~ Shepherd and the fold. 
And when all eart.hly storms >ire pa.➔t, 
Call each to he with Thee at la➔t, 
A blast eternity to spend, 
A ;ubilee which ne'er shall end. 
The pastor closed the happy meeting' 

with prayer, and we believe all felt that 
it had been good to be there. and went 
away with the pray~r that God_ would 
continue to bless their pastor wtth the 
riches of His irace, and preserve him to 
labour on in nis beloved work amon.~·st 
them. 

HO XTO N. - BETHEL, XE"l"l'T0X· 
STREET.-Services to commemorate the 
third anniversary of the settlement of 
Mr. J. T. Bootle, as pastor of the Church, 
were celebrated on Lord's-day, July ~th, 
and the following Tuesday. Three ser
mons were preached on Lord's-day
those in the morning and evening by 
the pastor, and that in the afternoon by 
Mr. Holden. The texts were: 2 Tim. i. 
12; Pea. mi. 24; Rom. viii. :15. On the 
followino- Tuesday afternoon, }Ir. 
Mitchell0 preached from Phil. iii. 7-9. 
Chas. Wilson, Esq., presided over the 
evenino- meeting-. Brethren Horton, 
Mitchell Parnell, Tooke, and Osmond 
o-a ve addresses. All the services were 
~arked with a most decided desire to 
exalt the preciousness and glories of the 
Master, and the desir(ex:presse_d in the 
hymn sung at the evening meLt1ng--

" We only wish to speak of Him . .. 
Who lived, a.nd died, and reigns tor 1.13, 

was fulfilled very sweetly by all che 
brethren. "Having· obtained help of 
God we continue unto this day." To our 
covenant God be all the praise. 

RY ARSH. KEXT. - Dear brother 
Winters -We have some very cheering 
news to' communicate. Our pool was 
opened for baptism on June 16th. 
Brother E. Beecher, from Shonldham
street, preached in the evening a!'-d 
bi1,ptized two of my sons and the. wife 
of one of my sons, as the first-fruits of 
our family (Mr. Holbnds' dau~hter, of 
Snodland, being my son's wire). l\Ir. 
Hollands and myself were brother 
deacons at Ryarsh for some time. Bro
ther Beecher was very encouraging to 
parents and candidates. His text was, 
"Instead of the father shall come the 
children" &c. The candidates were 
built up 'under brother Beecher's minis
try when he used to supply at Ryarsh, 
and were out of our Sabbath-school, 
which is encouraging for us as teachers. 
I hope and pray that this may be the 
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beginning of a. la.sting blessing in our 
families and to those living in our 
neighbourhood, and that the Gospel's 
joyful sound may make many sinners 
found to come and fill the place. We 
had our anniYersary at Ryarsh on the 
2:-lrd. Brother Lynn, of New Cross, 
preached afternoon and evening, but 
the weather was ,·ery unfavourable. 
The Lord bles~ brother Lynn, and give 
him seals to his ministry and souls for 
his hire.-GEO. PATTERSON. 

WOOBl"RX·GREKN, BUCKS.-Dear 
brother Winters,- \Ve long to hear 
someo:ie coming forward in our midst 
to own themselves on the Lord's side. 
Yet w1i learned Jong ago that'' Salvation 
is of the Lord." Our anniversary was 
held on Tuesday, June 23rd. when our 
brother D.:ilbeypreached two good,sound, 
Gospel sermons. His text in the after
noon was Rom. ix. 23, and that in the 
-ewning from Phil. iii. 3. We listened 
to them with great delight, and at the 
-close of the service many declared they 
'had found it good to be there. We were 
favoured witb the presence of many 
-dear friends, our dear pastor, J. Morling, 
giving out the hymns for us in the 
,afternoon, and brothers Lloyd and 
Sydenham in the evening. Brother G. 
Banks, of Willenhall, and brethren 
Witton, Price, Ives, Osborne, Scott, 
besides other dear friends, gathered 
round us from our dear old home at 
'Zion, High Wycombe. May the God of 
all grace reward them for coming to 
cheer us in our upward way. Our own 
-dear friendsatWooburn-green had made 
our little chapel bright with flowers. 
Deacons Franciss, Dully, and Tilbury 
all joined in making friends welcome 
and comfortable. We are still deter
mined to pray for Zion, for as our dear 
-departed deacon Collins used w say, 

"There our best friends, our kindred dwell, 
There Christ, our Saviour, reigns." 

-FREEMAN TILBURY, pastor, Shi.
street, High Wycombe, Bucks. 

HITCHIN. - MOUNT ZION, -The 
.,lst anni,ersary of the opening of this 
sanctuary was celebrated on June 17th, 
1891. Mr. F. C. Holden, of Limehouse, 
preached a very discriminating yet 
-comforting sermon from 2 Cor. iv. 7, 
~• But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the power 
.may be of God and not of us;" after which 
we 1,artook of tea provided in a verl 
pleasant and comfortable manner. '\\ e 
felt somewhatdisa.1,pointed, as brother J. 
Lee, having promised to preside, did not 
.appear. We received a telegram from 
him just at the commencement of the 
meeting assigning the reason. Brother 
Symonds presided, and after a few 
introductory remarks, brother Thomp• 
son led us to the throne of grace; brother 
.Battson dilated sweetly upon the rela• 

tionship existing between Ood and His 
people from" Our Father" (Matt. vi. 9J· 
brother Bonney was very instruotivJ 
upon the counsel of the Spirit, "Thou 
she.I~ guide me with Thy oounsel and 
afterwards receive me to glory " (P~a. 
lxxiii. 24) ; brother Lovelock spoke of 
the faithfulness of God ; pastor Holden 
again cheered us; brethren Worslev and 
King gave out hymns; and brother Fairy 
concluded by prayer. A vote of thanks 
havini been accorded to all that came 
to visit us, we hurried off to the great 
?ity, after spending a very pleasant day 
m thecourtsof our God.-G. LOVELOCK, 

SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK HOME 
MISSION. 

The annual gatherings of the London 
friends and supporters of the above 
were held in Soho Chapel on July 14th. 
The afternoon sermon was preached 
by Mr. J. Bush, who is not only 
the facile princeps of the honoured 
brethren, who, while successfully pur
suing commercial enterprises, labour so 
acceptably as ministers of the Gospel in 
the Strict Baptist denomination, but an 
attached and constant friend of the 
Society. Tea was provided and prepared 
by the ladies of the congregation in a 
way that elicited golden opinions on 
all hands. 

PUBLIC MEETING. 
After prayer by Mr. E. White, of 

Woolwich, the chairman (Mr. John 
Upsdale) delivered a brief address, ad
mirably characterised by simplicity and 
savour. The Metropolitan secretary 
then introduced Mr. Jackson, Baptist 
minister of Sevenoaks, who was for
merly a schohr in the Stoke Ash Sun
day-school; ~r. Robert Grace, secretary 
of the London Particular Baptist Fund, 
and a kind and influential friend to 
many of our own ministerial brethren 
in Suffolk and Norfolk, and Mr. T. W. 
Colson, who had been deputed to attend 
by the Church under the care of Mr. 
Charles Hill, the financial and general 
secretary of the Mission. The latter 
then handed the chairman a letter of 
apology for absence through indisposi
tion from his pastor, which was read by 
Mr. Steele. 

The annual statement of the London 
secretary was presented by Mr. Box, 
after which Mr. E. Mitchell moved a 
resolution expressing the sympathy of 
the assembly in the objects and opera• 
tions of the Mi~sion. Our distinctive 
principles, he observed were not only 
Scriptural, but accorded with the essen· 
tial experience of true Christians. He 
was not ashamed of them, and rejoiced 
in the existence and prosperity of a 
rnciety maintained to aid those by whom 
they were promulgated in the rural tlis
tricts of Suffolk. 

Mr. R. E. Sears seconded this, and 
spoke from personal knowledge of the 
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good the Mission effected.' The agents 
were the sort of men calculated to do 
effeotiye_ work ill their several spheres. 
He reJ01oed that London continued to 
manifest practical s_ymp'.l.thy with eo 
mendable an institution. 

Mr. F. 0. Holden, a Suffolk man, and 
the nephew of the late John Co-iper a 
name greatly revered in that county 
attested to the wisdom of the plan~ 
adopted by this Mission for the exten
~ion of the Gospel. He also commended 
1t to the support of London Churches. 
Home efforts claimed our first considera
tion, and the propagation of the truth 
in foreign parts the second, as the 
Master had said, "Beginning at J eru
salem." This he inculcated on his own 
friends. They contributed, accordino- to 
their means, to this_ society ; they :1so 
collected for the Strict Baptist Mission 
in India, and realised blessing from 
su nporting both. 

The re,olution having been passed 
the collection, which amounted to be'. 
tween £9 and £10, including a liberal 
donation from the chairman, was made. 

TESTIMONIAL TO CHARLES HILL, 
Mr. W. J. Styles moved that the purse 

containing a cheque for £60, which had 
been raised for Mr. Hill, together with 
the elegantly framed address (a copy of 
which will be found on page 252) should 
be handed to Mr. T. W. Colson on behalf 
of his minister. He referred to the 
latter's early visits to the Metropolis 
his invitation to the pastorate of Salen{ 
Ohapel, Meard's-court, and to his flowing 
and florid eloquence. He was the poet
preacher of the higher Calvinism. But 
though his mind was so imaginative and 
his sty le so beautiful, he possessed a rare 
fund of common sense and was " a 
brave God-fearing man,'' dowered with 
high-born hatred to all that was mean 
or unworthy. His direct utterances in
deed sometimes gave offence, but all who 
knew him respected his manliness and 
incorruptible integrity. 

Mr.Jackson l!·racefullv referred to his 
early recollect10ns of Mr. Hill when 
first minis~r at Stoke Ash, and de
scribed the picturesque locality of the 
chapel, closing with a tribute of esteem 
for his lono- and splendid labours. 

Robert Grace, Esq., corroborated what 
had been said by previous speakers. He 
had seen Mr. Hill when " amonl\' his own 
people," and witcessed how highly he 
was esteemed by all clas,es. 

The presentation of the address having 
been enthusiastically agreed to, \I r. Col
son responded, acknowledging the kind
ness manifested, eulogising his minister, 
and encouraging all to increased con
fidence in the Gospel as preached by him 
and all other sound and faithful 
ministers. 

The subscribers to the Te,timonial 
include one gentleman holding Her 
Majesty's Commission of the Peace, two 
solicitors, ten pastors, twenty-eight 
deacons, and nine itinerant ministers. 

VOTE or SYMPATHY WITH MRS. c. H. 

SPURGEON. 

A let~r, _expressive of sorrow for the 
sore '!-fflwtwn of Mr. Spurgeon, prayer 
for his rec_overy, and sympathy with his 
belov:ed w,1fe, was then submitted to the 
meetmg, man address of g-reat beauty 
an_d . tendernesa, by Mr. ,T. Box, the 
mm1ster of the chapel, This h>1.v,ng
been spoken ,to by ~fr. Rquirrell and 
the chairman, !n glowmg an i appropriate 
terms, was:umversally adopted. 

The proceedings terminated in the 
usual way. 
. P.S.-The letter to Mrs. Spurgeon was 

signed _by John Box. Hon. Sec. 
Metropolitan Association of Strict Bap
tist_ Churches, and W. ,J. Styles, Metro
politan Secretary of the Norfolk and 
Suffolk Home Mission. The name3 of 
all the ministers present were likewise 
appended. A touching reply was for
yvarded from Westwood on the follow
mg day. 

AG:~D PILGRIMS' ASYLUM.-The 
tw~ntieth annual meeting was held on 
Friday, July 3; there was a large atten
d:i,nceof friends at the Asylum, Hornsey
rise. The wea~her was fine; the chapel 
was crowded m the afternoon to hear 
~r. W. Lu~h, Sir Robert Phayre pre
sided at mght, and greatly interested 
the meeting by telling them about some 
of the campaigns in which he had done 
S(!ldier'~ d_uty, as well as by narrating 
his Christian experience. He earnestly 
appealed on behalf of the noble institu
tion, which, he said, was of such signal 
comfort to so many good Christians. 
Mr .. J. E. ~azelton, the secretary, paid a 
lovmg tribute to the memory of their 
departed and beloved friend, the late 
Mr. Jackson, who had so lono- and faith
fully served the institution."' Mr. Jack
son, he said, had been present twentv 
years ago when the foundation-stone of 
that as_ylum w_as laid, and at every 
successive anmversary gathering. A 
month ago, however, he had been called 
to his rest. The adoption of the report 
was moved by Canon Hurst, seconded 
by ¥r, S. K. Bland, and unanimously 
carried. Among others who took part 
were Mes~rs. Mote, Vaughan, and Sin• 
den. Specrn,l hymn-sheets were provided 
from Me3srs. Banks and Son. Between 
the afternoon and evenino- services 
spiritual fellowship was en{oyed with 
the inmates in the beautiful and exten
sive grounds of the asylum.-J. w. B. 

WALDRINGFIELD.-The anniver
sary was held. here on Whit-Monday. 
'.l'he congregat10ns were good con,ider
mg the wet weather. Afternoon service 
commenced with singing and opening 
address by the pastor, Mr. J. Andrews, 
and prayer was followed by distribution 
of prizes by brethren I. Smith (of Clax
ton), Oliver and Welton (of Ipswich), 
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interspersed with singing appropriate 
hymns by the children, concludinl!' with 
a dialogue between two of the Junior 
scholars, giving a condensed report of 
the school during the past year, and ap
pealing for a collection, and resulted 
well. The children were regaled with 
a good tea at four o'clock, and, the rain 
clearing off, they adjourned to the heath 
to amuse themrnlves, while the friends 
had their tea in the chapel, after which 
a public meeting was held, whioh was 
well attended, addressed by the pastor, 
followed by our aged brother Oliver, 
Isaiah Smith, and Welton. Then sing
ing and a closing prayer thus ended a 
very pleasing and, we hope, a profitable 
day.-I. SMITH. 

BERKHAMSTED.-On July 2nd, Mr. 
Thomas, pastor of Akeman-street, Tring, 
visited the cause here under the pas
torate of Mr. J. R. Shipton, and gave a 
very suitable address to the younf" con
nected with the Sabbath-scboo , and 
which the elder friends present much 
enjoyed. We are glad to fine the chapel 
debt is gradually becoming smaller; only 
£58 remain to be paid. The friends have 
done well during the last two years. Who 
will help to wipe off the remainder of 
the deot? Please send a trifle to J. R. 
Shipton, Hig]:i-street, Berkhamsted, 
Herts. 

O"IS"E FAMILY. 
"Of "ham the whole family in heaven 

and earth is named."-Eph. iii. 15. 
One family we dwell in Him, 

On earth below, in heaven above, 
By His atonement freed from sin 

Death can't divide us from His iove. 

.A.t His kind call we hence depart, 
All earthy ties must severed be, 

And from our loved ones we must part, 
That we our Saviour's face may see. 

Our earthly families decay, 
.A.nd all their members say farewell, 

And in the grave their flesh we lay, 
And know 'tis with the righteous well. 

'Tis well with us who still survive, 
But follow those who're gone before, 

Who in the Saviour lived and died, 
.A.nd now have gained the heavenly 

shore. 
'Tis well with them, exceeding well, 

A way from sin, away from care ; 
At home with God in Christ they dwell, 

For ever safe and blest they are. 

When death comes thus we don't regret, 
Faith wipes away the falling tear, 

Says we shall see our loved ones yet 
When we behold our Saviour here. 

Go, then, ye "blessed dead," away, 
From earth to heaven, your native 

home, 
And fly from night to glorious day, 

And sit with Jesus on His throne. 

Not death, eternal life's your goal, 
God's gift through Jesus Christ our 

Lord; 
Corruption can't o'ertake the soul 

That's born again, so saith the Word 
Whoe'er believeth on the Son, 

The Saviour Baith, shall never die ; 
Eternal life's in them begun, 

And they shall live with Christ on 
high. · 

Their bodies too must quickly rise, 
And be like His who once was dead, 

But lives again beyond the skies, 
Their risen and exalted Head. 

Then the whole family complete, 
The Father and His children there, 

We all shall in the Saviour meet, 
And in the Saviour's glory share. 

GEO, WYARD. 
January 1st, 1891. 

In ~emodam. 
We have just buried, at Raunds, a 

DEACON'S WIFE, aged 84, and Mr. D. 
WHITE, another deacon, after a very 
long and painful illness, borne with 
great patience. His last words were, 
"I am going home." One favourite 
hymn was, '·My hope is built on nothing 
less," &c., and the husband of the one 
that died (be being also a deacon) had 
not been out fQr many weeks owing t<> 
his great aie. We wish we could see 
the vacancies filled. We hope we may 
before long.-S. FIELD. 

In loving memory of brother JOHN 
WHITEMORE, who fell asleep in Je,us 
on June 7th, 1891. I visited him many 
times, and always found his mind 
sweetly stayed on the "Rock of Ages." 
His illness was very severe. I put a 
question to him before he died as to 
whether there was anything he wished 
to detract. He said, '·Not one thing." 
The Gospel be preached in life, and the 
faith the dear Lord blessed him with he 
died in, Many times I conversed with 
him upon good things, and bis eyes 
sparkled up with joy and delight. I 
officiated at the grave. We left the 
mortal remains to rest until the 
morning of the resurrection.-JoHN 
SAVILL, 19, Elm-road, Grays. 

Our brother WILLIAM FLOWERDEW 
has been called home after a painful 
affliction of body and mind for two 
years, He had been a very active 
Christian for some years and now we 
believe be is with His Lord for ever. 
Our loss is his eternal gain. 

In affectionate remembrance of MRS. 
LURRING, the beloved wife of Martin 
Lurring, of Mill House, Billericay, 
Essex, who passed away after a long 
and painful affliction on May 23rd, 1891. 
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( See V(l(Je 275 ) 

f rt~tstimtiion. 

ALMOST immediately after the Lord graciously opened the eyes ot 
our understanding to see and feel our hell-deserved condition, and 

the need of a Saviour, we realized in some humble measure the value of 
the doctrine of divine predestinat-ion ; and our belief is that no doctrine 
is of any real use or interest to a believer unless he is led of the Spirit 
to know it experimentally. A bare intellectual knowledge of the 
doctrines of grace without spiritual life can yield no true comfort to the 
heart of any person in affliction and sorrow. 

Predestination, we understand, is God's desig·n of saving certain 
persons by grace, whom He eternally loved in His Son Jesus Christ, 
leaving others in their native darkness and repl'obate condition to fill 

VoL. XLVIII. SEPTEMBER, 1891. T 
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up the measure of iniquity, and to ripen for jndgmeut, His loved ones 
are predestinated "to the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Him
self, according to the good pleasure of His will" (Eph. i. 5). All the 
purposes of God concerning salvation are first formed in Christ, and 
then the Church in Him, and hence the Church is represented as saying, 
"Who hath saYed us, and called us with an holy calling, not according 
to our own works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which 
was gi,en us in Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. £1). 

The doctrine of predestination is much hated and abused (as alsc, 
those who hold it) by the majority of professing Christians who do not 
know its true worth. But, thanks to the Lord, we love it because it 
exalts the Lord of life and glory in rendering salvation certain to all the 
election of grace, and because it affords strong consolation in times of 
difficulty and trouble. We moreover admire it because it levels the 
pride of man, and disposes entirely of the idea of chance in things 
relating to the everlasting welfare of true believers. 

Paul mentions predestination (Rom. viii. 2£1) as the result of divine 
foreknowledge; and Peter ( 1 Pet. i. 2) describes those to whom he writes 
as " Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father," &c. The 
apostles, howeYer, do not mean by the word forelcnowled_qe simply God's 
prescience or foresight of all future events, but the everlasting love and 
complacency of God to His own peculiar people; not as the Pelagians, 
and Arminians say, because He foreknew they would believe and perform 
good works; which sentiment is in direct antagonism to the whole spirit, 
and e,en the letter of truth, as will appear from Rom. ix. Predestina
tion or foreordination follmrs divine foreknowledge, and signifies God's 
fixed purposes of love in the redemption of His people despite of all counter 
powers. 

God is infinitely wise, and has not left spiritual things at random 
without a plan. He is a Goel of order as may be seen in the works He 
has created, and in the sustaining and regulating of them. To conceive 
otherwise of God is to degrade Him, and is an insult to His perfections. 
He is unchangeable and infinite, consequently no new idea or purpose 
that He had not before thought of can possibly arise in His mind; and 
no alteration of His original plan of salYation can occur upon any con
tingency, or after-action of His creatures. It is of course difficult, yea, 
impossible, for finite minds to understan_d. fully ~he existi°:g i°:equalities 
of Providence, and the reason why spmtual wickedness m high places 
should triumph, whilst the godly suffer losses, pains, crosses, and evils of 
every kind. But notwithstanding the difficulties that encompass the 
study of these thing~, the Word o~ Go_d abounds with passages which at 
once prove the doctnne of predestmat10n. 

The result of predestination is very blessed-namely, conformity to 
the image of Jesus Christ (Ro1:11. yiii. 29, 30 ), whic~ no _Person ever 
experienced apart from predestmatmg love and the qmckemng power of 
God the Holy Ghost. God not only predetermined that all His people 
should be like His beloved Son here, but He predestinated their onward 
and upward course to the realms of glory. A writer in the Gospel 
.Jfagazine for July, says:- . 

" I find in God's Holy Word, the Bible, several proved facts-namely, 
a predestinated Redeemer, who accomplished a predestinated redemption 
in a predestinated body, being born of a predestinated Virgin, at a 
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predestinated time; and, con~idering that God's people are predestinated 
to adoption, and predestinated to holiness in Christ Jesus and are pre
destinated to an inheritance, I think a predestinated redeemed cannot 
very easily be controverted." 

"As we His mystic fulness are, 
He gives us each a member's share; 
In all His grace the favoured bride 
Is with His likeness satisfied." 

W. WrnTERS, Editor. 
Waltham Abbey, Essex. 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY-No. IX. 

MR. E. WHITE (F'ormerly of Clare, Suffolk), PASTOR, E.'W~ C1-r.WEL, 

WooLwrcrr, KE:-.T. 

I WAS born in a quiet rural village named Fringford, in the heart of 
Oxfordshire, in the month of August, 1846. My parents were upright, 

moral people, members of the Church of England, in which I was brought 
up, and was carefully taught her catechisms and ceremonies, and my 
teachers laboured to instil into my youthful mind that this was the only 
true religion, and that schism from the Church was an awful sin. These 
notions 1 largely imbibed and looked upon dissenters with supreme con
tempt. There were a few Methodists in the village. Hut my young 
mind even then was not quite satisfied. At times I had convictions and 
longings to be better than I was, though I never heard from my teachers 
one word about the need of a new heart and salvation alone through the 
merits of Christ. If I was christened, confirmed, kept to the Church, 
did not do anything glowingly wrong, all would be well. But conscience 
spoke loudly at times. I had a dream one night when quite a child 
tbat the judgment day had come. I saw the heavens opened, and the 
white throne set, and the Judge descending. With this I awoke in 
such terror; my father was obliged to come into my bed and stay with 
me the remainder of the night. Being rather delicate as a child I was 
often at home from school, and spent much time in reading, borrowing 
all the books I could get from the neighbours. 

When I was ten years of age I had to commence work. After I 
bad been at work a year I was taken very ill with low fever, which 
brought me down to the borders of the grave. I can well remember 
my dear mother carrying me downstairs like a babe. When I got a 
little better I was so weak and wasted. While I was slowly regaining 
strength some friend lent me a book called "Pike's Early Piety.'' I 
have. never come across the book since, but the. impression it made upon 
me I shall never forget. It gave the lives and the happy deathbeds of 
1llany godly young people. Ah, how I longed to be like _them. I did 
not wish to get better, but I wanted to be made good like them, and 
r,hen go to heaven. But with returning strength these feelings gradually 
began to subside, though, at times, they would re.turn with great force 
ngairi. After this illness I became stronger physically than I had e,·er 
b~en before. I soon became as rough and wiekecl as ,,ny boy my age. 
Having a pretty good voice, and being fond of singing, I became a 
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member of the village choir, the clergyman promising me that if I 
would keep to the Church and choir, he would eventually get me a 
situation where I might do better in life. 

Thus, when I was 17 years of age, he put an advertisement in a 
clerical paper strongly recommending me. Answers came, and I was on 
the point of going into Yorkshire, when a letter came from a clergyman 
at St. P,.nl's Cray, Kent, and it was decided I should go there. I was 
with him upwards of three years, and was in his Church choir; often 
going, morning and evening on the Lord'~-day, with my fellow-singers 
straight to the public-house after the service in the Church, never 
thinking for one moment that we had been singing the praise of God. 
I left my employer rather suddenly, as he was going to the sea-side 
for some months, and had let his house. I might here say I rode miles 
with him, but he never once spoke to me about my soul, only about 
confirmation. I heard that a man was wanted at St. Paul's Cray paper
mills; I thought I would try and go in there for a few days until I got 
another situation. I obtained employment and stayed there 14 years, 
until I went into the ministry, leaving as the foreman of the depart
ment in which I entered as a workman. 

After I had left the clergyman I still attended his Church for some 
time. I had married, and we had our first child duly christened. Before 
the birth of the Recond, I bad begun to feel those intense longings for 
a better life which I often felt in my boyhood. I attended the services 
of the Church with greater regularity, following very devoutly in all the 
responses, listening very earnestly to the sermon; but it all gave me no 
satisfaction. I tried to live a holy life, and keep all God's command
ments, and sometimes thought I was getting better, when something 
would provoke me, and my structure of holiness was shattered to ruins. 
I did not know what to do. I felt there was something I wanted and 
must have, but where to get it I knew not. All my Chur0h-going bad 
failed me; my personal efforts after goodness bad all failed. What could I 
do? Where could I look for rest and satisfaction? With much 
reluctance I thought I would go to the Temple Congregational Church, 
St. Mary Cray. I bad great prejudice against Dissenters, but felt I 
must go somewhere. I had such an aching void in my breast. I 
attended there a few Sunday evenings, but the congregation all looked so 
happy, and I felt so miserable, I thought I have no business here; these 
people are all good and happy. I had begun to feel I was a sinful 
wretch as well as an unhappy man. I bad begun to read my Bible in 
secret when my wife was gone to bed, and fall on my knees and try to 
pray; but I felt more miserable and farther off than ever from what I 
wanted. 

I attended the Wesleyan Chapel one evening. I thought perhaps I 
mi"ht hear something there to help me, but all was in vain. The next 
Su~day evening I stood in th~ street, unde_cided where to go, when one 
of the female members of Foots Cray Baptist Chapel came out of her 
house, and, seeing me standing, invited me to go with her. I went. 
What the preacher's text was I 0annot tell now, but the deacon shook 
me warmly by tbe hand on leaving the chapel, and hoped I should 
come again, though I was an entire stranger to him. 1 went home 
determined to go again next Sunday. In the week my misery came 
back upon me with tenfold force, until one day I left my work, went 
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down to the riverside below the mill and threw myself down on the 
bank and prayed and groaned in my wretchedness. While I was sobbing 
and praying, it seemed as though an audible voice uttered these words, 
"Come, now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord; though your 
sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow." I started to my feet 
and looked all around, thinking someone had followed me. I went 
back to my work. I asked the man who worked close by me if anyone baa 
left their place since I had been out, and he replied in the negative. I 
began to think the Lord must have spoken the words, and this gave me 
a little comfort. 

The next Lord's-day evening I went again to Foot's Cray. Mr. 
Bloom was supplying the pulpit that day. His text was, "Ye must be 
born again;" and, as he spoke of the necessity of the new birth, its 
nature and its evidence, I felt this is where all is wrong with me, I am 
not born again. And the following week I was more intensely wretched 
than ever, so much so that I was unable to work. I went to the doctor; 
and declared on my club. On Thursday morning I went home: my wife 
was out; I was alone in the house. What I passed through during the 
following three days no tongue can tell. I wept, I prayed, I turned to 
the Word of God. I paced the room in anguish, I rolled on the floor 
in the agony of my mind. On Saturday evening I grew more cairn, though 
my burden still remained. On Sunday morning I hurried to the doctor 
that I might get off my club to attend chapel at night, which I did. 
Mr. Ray announced there would be a prayer-meeting at his house on 
Tuesday evening at Paul's Cray. I got behind the people and crept in 
on Tuesday night in one corner of the large kitchen. But when he 
called upon one after another to pray, calling them brother, all my 
wretchedness came back again. I felt these men can talk familiarly 
to God as their Father, they call one another brother, but I am a poor 
outcast, God frowns upon me. These people would not let me be here 
if they knew what a vile wretch I am; but I felt if they would let me 
I must come again. 

On the Saturday following, I think, a man in St. Paul's Cray 
died suddenly. At night I was watchman at the mill alone; I shall 
never forget the night I spent; I felt if I had been thus ushered into 
eternity I must be lost. I determined to attend the chapel in the morn
ing as well as night. I remember a sermon from the text, " I have laid 
help on one who is mighty," by a Mr. Jaffery, gave IllP great comfort. 
Another Sunday morning they sang that hymn:-

" Awake, my soul, in joyful lays." 

When they sang that verse:-
" He saw me ruined in the fall, 

Yet loved me notwithstanding all," 

I asked myself, Can it be possible that God loves me in spite of my sin
fulness? and a ray of hope sprang up in my breast. Soon after that the 
Lord showed His pardoning love and the finished work of J esns for my 
soul so clearly that my joy was as great as my misery had been before. 
I sat up in the bed one night and sang with delight, greatly to the dis
comfort of my clear wife then; but the time came when I had to join 
with her over pardon felt in her soul to praise our blest Redeemer. 
But now sprang up another difficulty. I began to question what right 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

ha,c these' ministers to preach whom I haYe been hearing? Am I not 
committing sin h, le:winQ· the Chnrch? .. \Yhere do these men g-ct their 
cre<l,,mialsL from?· Are tlwy properly ordained? I asked my \~1.fe, who 
had been a Sunday scholar at Foot·s Cray. She told me all Baptist 
ministcrs and members were baptize•1. I told her I had been baptized, 
but she told me they would not consider my baptism Scriptural. Then 
she explair,ed the mode of believrrs' baptism. I had never heard of such 
a thing before, and I said," Well, I ba,-e been ,rnrned from infancy to 
haw nothing to do with Dissenters, as they are very wrong in their 
fanatic ,--ays, and now I see they are." :My wife said, though we had 
our child. christened there was no warrant for it in Scripture, only she 
said nothing about it at the time as she knew I was a Ulrnrchman. 
But I felt that all the venerable bishops and learned men of the Church 
of England could not be wrong. I would take the Bible and search for 
myself, and soon refute these foolish notions of the Baptists. So I 
searched the New Testament through to support infant sprinkling, but 
could not find one text to help me, but I found plenty which spoke of 
belieYers' baptism. I began to think, are the Baptists right after all? 
No, it cannot be; I will search th0 Scriptures more carefully. And this 
matter became a source of intense anxiety to me. I prayed to be led 
right. I longed for some books on Baptist principles, but had none. I 
wished the ministers would explain it from the pulpit, but no one did, 
so I kept on studying the Word. 

We expected the birth of another child, and I felt if I ·should not 
have this child christened, and it was to die and be lost. what a terrible 
thing; the fear haunted rne day and night. Yet my convictions about 
infant sprinkiing being very good bad received a severe shock. I prayed 
more earnestly about it, until God showed me from His Word alone that 
belie,ers' baptism by immersion was the only true and Scriptural 
baptism. Thus, without one word of help from man, I was led to see 
baptism. 

Another young man at that time who went to Foot's Cray, said, 
in my hearing, he would like to be baptized. We agreed to speak to 
Mr. May on the Tuesday following, at bis house, about joining the 
Church. I told my wife when I returned home what we had done. 
She said, " I thought you were going to pro,e the Baptists wrong. But 
I hope mu will never do anything to disgrace the profession you are 
about t~ make, and I will never put a stumbling-block in your way." 
We came before the Church in due course. I was very nervous, and 
could sa, but little. Old Mr. Fremlin presided at the Church meeting. 
The members told me, years after, he said I should say a great deal for 
my Master before I died. My companion could say a great deal more 
than I. We were baptized on the first Lord's-day in April, 22 years 
ago, and received into the Church the same day. Through mercy I 
have been upheld till now. The last I heard of my companion he was 
in a lunatic asylum in Warwickshire, and I am here-

" A monument of grace, 
A sinner saved by blood; 

The streams of love I trace 
Up to the fou!ltain God; 

There in HiR sacr<ld bosom sec 
Eternal thoughts of love to me." 
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THE NATURE OF A GOSPEL CHURCH. 
An Address delivered at the Rero!Jnition of MR. S. T. BELCHER, at 

Homerton-row, June 3 0th, 18 D 1. 

BY R. E. SEARS. 

GOD had a Church in the garden of Eden. To Adam and Eve God 
preached the Gospel; and I do not believe that He preached 

it in vain. In Enoch we have a representative of the Antideluvian 
Church,-the Church before the flood. We look into the ark, 
and there we find the Church in the flood. God called Abraham, and 
he became the representative of the Chmch of the covenant, the 
patriarchal Church. In the wilderness we find the Church of the 
Mosaic economy,-the Levitical dispensation. Coming down to the 
times of Christ and His apostles, we behold the New Testament Church. 
We have in the Church a gradual unfolding of the purpose of God; and 
au increasing manifestation of God's glory. 

l.-LET US LOOK AT THE UNIVERSAL CHFRCH; THE TRCE 
SPIRITUAL CHURCH WHICH CHRIST CLA.nIS AS HIS OWN. "The 
Church of the living God." "There are Churches so-called which are 
not of God, though they take upon themselves His name; but what an 
honour it is to be one of the assembly of God, to be one of those whom 
God has chosen, whom God has called, whom God has quickened, whom 
God has sanctified, whom God loves and calls His own!" 

The first time we meet with the word " Church" in the New Testa
ment is in Matt. xvi. 18: "And I say unto thee, that thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build l\fr Cm:-RCH; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.'' Christ has not built His Church upon 
Peter; the Word does not say that; but upon Peter·s testimony. Our 
Lord uses two different words (they are given in the Revised Version, 
marginal n,ading)-Peter (Petros); Rock (Petra). The one means a 
stone, and the other a bold immovable rock. Peter's confession, " THOF 
ART THE CHRIST, THE SoN OF THE LIVING Gon;' was the bold 
immovable rock! Peter, in making that confession, gave clear evidence 
that he was one of the living stones of which the Church would be built. 
"Thou art a true Petros-a living stone built upon l\Ie, the true Petra, the 
living and eternal Rock-the only sure fon:1.dation in which yon and all 
may build their trust and hopes. My Chmch shall be the congregation 
of men who share thy faith, who all are Peters like thyself, all living 
stones built upon Me as the chief Cornerstone, the basis of the great 
spiritual edifice-The Temple of the Church." 

" MY CHl"RCH." 
It is evident that Christ in using these ,rnrds did not refer to et 

material building; but to a spiritual structure. It was not a national 
Church; it did not include all of any nation. It was not a parochial 
Church; it did not include all of any parish. It was not a parliamentary 
Church; made by human laws, and sustained by worldly endowment. 
It wa3 uot an ecclesiastical hierarchy, like the Church of Rome; neither 
was it et political establishment, like the Church of England. 

"This kitwdom is necessarily and essentially spiritual. Its sovereign, 
its subjects, it~ throne, i_ts laws, it~ ?~dinances, its promises, its blessings, 
its aims, its ends, its obJects, acqms1t10ns, hopes, prospects, and glory, are 
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all sph·dual; and if spiritual, the Church cannot be universal, national, 
diocesan, or parochial." 

CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH ARE ONE. 

He is in the Church, and the Church is in Him. Christ is the 
fnlness of the Church: "And of His fulness have all we received" 
(,John i. 16). The Church is His fulness; "The Church which is His 
body, the fulneEs of Him that filleth all in all" ( Eph. i. 22, 23). · Is He 
the Head? The Church is Hi!, body. Is He a Father? Believers are 
His seed. Is He a Son? Believers are His brothers and sisters. Is 
He the Vine? Believers are His fruit-bearing branches. Is He the 
~hepherd? The Church is His flock. Is Re the Foundation? The 
Church is His building. Is He the Husband? The Church is His wife. 
"This is a great mystery;" but it is a mystery of mercy, wondrous love, 
and boundless grace. Is He the Christ of God? Believers are Christians. 

W. Palmer beautifully says, '' Christian is therefore the' new name.' 
The name of the age we live in. A charming name. A name of divine 
selection, descriptive, and rich in sweet significance; imparting interest, 
unction, privilege, and fellowship with God. For what and where Christ 
is, that and there His elect people are and shall be. They are in 
heaYenly places because He is there; they sit together because He sits; 
and if the head is crowned and honoured the body is so likewise." 

When Christ said, "Upon this Rock I will build MY CHURCH," He 
referred to the whole company of His elect; to the whole company of 
the redeemed; to all who would be called by His sovereign grace out of 
the darkness of sin and death, into the marvellous life and light of the 
kingdom of heaven. "Christ also loved the Church, and gave Himself 
for IT; that He might sanctify, and cleanse IT with the washing of 
water by the Word, that Re might present IT to Himself a glorious 
Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that IT 
should be holy, and without blemish" (Eph. v. 25-27). 

Christ's true spiritual Church-His universal Church-consists of 
the Church triumphant, the countless millions now before the throne; 
of all who are born again on earth, Christians of all denominations, 
constituting the Church militant; of all the elect born, but not yet born 
again; and of all the unborn generations, who are predestinated to be 
conformed unto His image. 

What a grand sight it will be, when this Church appears in her 
Unity, and in all her Glory: she the BRIDE, and Christ the BRIDE
GROOM. 

"When, with the throng assembled round the throne, 
I join in hallelujahs to the Lamb, 
I'll vie with all the ransom'd multitude. 
My soul anticipates the rapt·rous scene, 
Ten thousand times ten thoueand ransom'd souls 
All glorious, like their ever glorious Lord, 
Nor spot, nor blemish seen in all the throng. 

Unsullied purity in each appears, 
As courtiers in the presence of their King. 
Their God is glorified-His ransom'd Church, 
Washed in the blood once shed on Calvary, 
And train'd for bliss; appears before the throne 
In spotless white, to shout eternally 
i-;alvation 10 the Lord!" 

( To be c:>ntinued.) 
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HAS THE CLOUD MOVED? 
BY JOHN PIGGOTT. 

IS the cloud any concern to yon, my reader? Tf you do not fear Gorl, 
this paper may not interest you. If you desire to fear Him then it 

may, if His will, awaken concern. ' 
Are you one of those that do fear God ? 
Then I trust you may realise somewhat of the o'ershadowing of the 

eloud. 
Men of the world left to their own hearts are apt to judge that is 

most desirable and right which will add most to their prosperity as 
regards the things of this life, and the cloud of God's providence and 
grace does not trouble them. To the Israelites the cloud was of tre
mendous importance, for the Lord was in it, and He looked through the 
cloud and troubled the Egyptians (Exod. xiv. 24); and so by the look of 
God, who was in the cloud, all their enemies were destroyed. We are 
also told by Moses (Exod. xiii. 23), and Nehemiah (Exod. ix. 12), that 
this cloud led the people in the way that God would have them go. and 
what an infinite mercy to feel our need of being led, instead of being 
left to our own wayward wills and fancies! 

The Psalmist (Psa. xcix. 7) informs us that the Lord spoke unto the 
Israelites in the cloudy pillar. And so, if God has led us in like manner, 
surely at some time or other He has spoken to us, or we should never be 
under this gracious rule or cloud. 

Before we can answer the question, "Has the cloud moved ? " we 
must first ask ourselves, "Has the cloud led us to where we now are?" 
and this inquiry oftentimes causes much exercise of soul; for in 
asking this question, it is worth while to examine ourselves, and carry 
back our minds, and honestly search out how it came about that we 
are where we are. 

The reason why? What were our motives? 
Had we no distinct word of guidance direct from God to our own 

soul? or had we rather to walk by faith, in much fear and trembling, 
even sometimes now doubtful about the way we have come being 
wholly of the Lord's directing. To the souls born again there is 
nothing of greater importance than that He who hath redeemed and 
called them into a lively hope should lead them all their journey 
through the maze of this present life. 

But is it so? If you have in some measure experienced the cloud 
µoing before, then you will not lightly and without good reason go either 
forward or backward to the right hand or the left, but stand still until 
fully persuaded in your own heart and understanding that the cloud has 
moved. 

There is a vast difference between God DIRECTING and God OVER
llULING. It is so ordere~ that all things shall work together for the 
good of His chosen, whether they (seem to be) either bad things or good 
things; and that beautifully illustrates ho~ God can over-rule. But 
what precious words are those to the Psalmist w~en the Lord s~ys (Psa. 
xxxii. 8): "I will instruct thee and teach thee m the way which thou 
shalt go. I will guide thee with Mine eye." . 

It is very satisfying to the soul to hear the words with power and 
unction, "This is the way!" But have yon heard that with respect 

V 
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to the matter that is now a concern unto you? or, in other words, "Has 
the cloud moved?" 

If yon arc at all nnscttle<l. and experirncing opposition to your 
plans, the flesh will readily answer, "Yes;'' and if by your moving 
there is a prospect of worldly gain, it will repeat the same answer 
with greater emphasis. For it has been said by good and gracious 
men, that Providence may call very loudly without being heard, unless 
it call to greater emoluments and a higher position in the opinion 
of men. We are apt to murmur and be impatient because the cloud 
does not move. Is this not so? We truly want to be led, but who 
has hold of our hand ? 

Satan, I fear, sometimes gets hold of our band, and leads us on 
with fair promises, and when we realise by whom we have been led, 
and come to our right mind, he is the very first to laugh at us. 

Not so with a precious Christ, for by grnce we then cry unt(') 
Him; and though all men may have forsaken us, the Lord Jesus 
comes to where we are, and picks us up, and sets us on His own 
beast, pours in the oil and the wine, and pays all expenses and gives 
us a fresh start. Oh, how many spiritual fresh starts we ha,e had 
through His "great love wherewith He bath loved us'' ! 

How blessedly definite was this rule of the cloud laid down for the 
Israelites in the wilderness! In Exod. xl. 36, 37, we are told when the 
cloud moved they went forward, but when the cloud abode they stood 
still; and in Num. ix. 15-23, it is given with great minuteness under 
what conditions they were to move or stand still; for when the cloud 
tarried they journeyed not, but when it was taken up they journeyed; 
and whether it tarried two days, a month, or a year, they rested in their 
tents, and when the c'oud moved, whether by day or by night, then they 
journeyed, but not till then. 

Has the cloud moved? 
Some questions are easier asked than answered, and this is a serious 

personal question, and no one can answer for another, for the soul knows 
that under this gracious cloud he is promised food and drink, both 
temporal and spiritual; and if born of the Spirit, we shall be led to 
follow the example of David, and inquire of the Lord (1 Sam. xxx. 8). 
Paul earnestly prayed that his " way might be directed " ( 1 Thess. iii. 11). 

Are you a minister? 
Well, I must not say much to you, for are you not a teacher of the 

people? 
Are you the head of a family? 
Then do you believe the cloud will move where the comfort and 

pleasure of your body shall be well provided for, and no provision that 
yourself and children may be instruded by the preached word in which 
your immortal soul professes to have an eternal interest ? 

Is there any cause to wonder that ch~ldren thus removed from 
hearing the truth, follow not even outwardly m the good old paths ? 

May we in love and mercy lay this upon our_ hearts, that 'Yh~n our 
tent is moved north, south, east, or west, that 1t may be w1thm the 
Strict and Particular Baptist camp, if we really believe our sect is the 
nearest to Bible order. 

Many a young man and woman in t~eir seeking for_ situationii, in 
their continuing in them, and the more ser10us step of leavmg father and 
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mother, and settling down as regards this life, what searching of heart 
this question has caused to those whose heart the Lord has touched and 
made tender, and very fearful of offending Him whose love and pity to 
them has been so great. 

What a study are the literal clouds! ,Job truthfully asserts that 
God" understandeth the spreading" (Job. xxxvi. 2()), and "knows the 
balancing" (Job xxxvii. lG) of the clouds; and may we not learn from 
this that, as on a summer's day, when there is no movement in the 
atmosphere, surely they are standing still? And then again we see 
them moving with circumspection, as if in fear and doubt, and anon 
we see them scudding across the heavens as if with delight they were 
doing their great Creator's will. 

We prove by experience that the cloud will not always please the 
flesh, for are we not told that the " cloud rested in the wilderness of 
Paran?" (Num. x. 12). And so, now, those who are true disciples will 
likely enough have to rest in the wilderness, and if the cloud rests, it 
will be the right and best place for those to be who are under the 
doud. 

When God asked Job whether he could " lift up his voice to the 
clouds and corn mand the rain " (Job xxxviii. 34 ), no one felt their he! p
lessness more than poor Job did. To this cloud of God's gracious pre
sence it is well for us to lift ap our voice, for verily it is '· His chariot" 
(Psa. xxiv. 3 ), and the "glory of the Lord'' is in it" (Exod. x.i. 10). 

The foregoing suggestions may not convince you as to whether you 
are where God would have you be; but I trust it may be the means to 
make yourEelf and myself more deeply concernEd to know His will; for 
it is possible no one circumstance may have happened to satisfy the child 
of God that the cloud has mnved, but a concatenation of circumstancEs 
may be used by the Lord God Almighty to bring home conviction to the 
mind that the cloud has, or is on the point of moving. 

THE GOSPEL MINISTRY. 

Substance of et Sermon preached at the Suffolk and Norfolk Associati:m 
of Particular Baptist Churches, June 6th, 1827. 

BY GEORGE WRIGHT, OF BECCLES. 

( Concfoded j,·mn page 228.) 

2. We own and preach Him as the Head and fulness of tlte Chi,rrl,' 
being and blessedness. When He was set up from everlasting as the 
beginning of the ways of God, it was with a special regard to His being 
the Head of the Church and the Saviour of the body. We were chosen 
in Him ; and thus existing in Him by grace and divine preordination, 
we enter into being as His seed and offspring; and He stands related to 
us as '' the everlasting Father.'' Our grace-being bears date with His, 
even as our holiness, blessedness, and glory, are one with His. The 
covenant of life was established with Him, and iie became the Church's 
treasure bank, and stock, of all grace. All things were laid up in Him 
as our fund of blessedness for all eternity ; and all was safe in Him 
when we lost the holiness, happiness, and excellence, of our nature in 
Adam. 
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It ,ras the dear person of Immanuel that held fast out· iuhoritauce 
of all spiritnal blessings, with which we were blessed in heavenly places 
according as we were chosen in Him. It was He that would not lot it 
be alienated from us, when, by the foul and criminal act of our opostacy. 
our legal inheritance was irrecoverably forfeited, and our whole blood 
attained. It 1vas He that bound Jehovah's love to us; and He well 
kept it steadfast for ever, because in Him we are the objects of the 
Father's complacency and delight. And what a view of the wonders of 
grace arc we led into, when descending from the brazen monntains of 
the Divine deJrees, we trace the Church of God thron()'h the vale of 
time up to her ultimate glory, and behold her receiving "'all her blessed
ness from the fnln°..3s of her Head, and by me1m which fill the most 
comprehending intellect with admiration! 

IIL-TRE CO:MPLETENESS OF HIS SALVATION, 

It is useful to distinguish between what the Redeemer hath done 
for ns, and what we receive from Him. That is salvation, this is its 
effect. Of our best experience, we must say it is imperfect; but of the 
salvation of Christ it must be believed, that it is finished and mialter
able. Nothing can be added to it, nor taken from it. It is not an im
provable benefit, whose efficacy is dependent on our faith; but a sure and 
perfe]t mercy, from which the power of faith is derived, and in which 
the rea,on of living by faith alone is founded. This, then, must be 
proclaimed, for faith comes by hearing. We preach the completeness 
of His salvation, because it includes a perfect righteousness-redemption 
actually purchased-sin terminated, and a victory obtained. A perfect 
ri1hteousness. When He was made of a woman, He was made under 
the law, that, by His constituted subjection to it, many might be justified 
by His obedience. Magnifying the law, and making it honourable; 
fnlfilling its commands, and establishing its authority; He is accepted 
iu the co;-enant of grace, as "the end of the law for righteousness to 
e,-ery one that b2lie,eth." "For what the law could not do, in that it 
was weak throu~h the flesh, God sending His own Sou in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteousnes.~ 
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but aftel' 
the Spirit." This, then, is one of the powerful ingredients of our 
s llrntion, and this is "the name whereby He shall be called the Lord 
oar Righteou,mess." 

Redemption, actwilly purchased. " He gave Himself for us that he 
might ransom us fro:n all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a pecnliai· 
people zealon, of good works.' Our life was forfeited, and the curae of 
t1:ie law ad.jud~ed us to1perdition; but He substituted Himself for us, and 
hath redeemed us from the curi!e of the law, being made a curse for us. 
His death cancelled the penal sanction, and delivered us from the wrath 
to come. '' There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesu5;" for, by one offering of Himself, He hath perfected.for ever 
them which are sanctified; and is "entered into heaven with His own 
blood, having obtained eternal redemption for ns.'' 

Sin termin7,ted. Not, indeed, by a positive destruction of its being 
at pt·eseut, but so as to be no longer judicially chargeable against any 
that believe in His name. By an interchange of persons between Him 
a,d His p3op\e, He was made sin/or us, by having it imputed to Him, 
·nrl l,2iug thus accounted guilty; when He was "cut off, but not for 
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Himself,'' He " finished the tramgreBsion, and made an end of sins and 
made reconciliatio~ for iniquity." Our guilt was obliterated, itA 'iegal 
chargeableness agamst us annulled, and our old man, the body of sin 
was crucified with Him when He bowed the head and gave up th~ 
gbost. 

A victory obtained. Our glorious Christ left nothing undone which 
our salrntion required. He gave His life a ransom for us, and puro,-d 
our sins by His blood; He girded Himself also with strength as a ~an 
of war, and went forth as the Lord of Hosts, mighty in battle, to abolish 
death and break down the gates of hell. He fell, indeed, or seemed to 
fall; but by dying He overcame him that had the power of death-that 
is, the devil: and when He had rested awhile from the toils of warfare, 
and had given vitality to the grave by lying in it, He cast off mortality, 
rose as the first fruits of them that slept, and ascended upon high, leading 
captivity captive. All heaven was in triumph on the occasion, and sAng, 
"Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; 
and the King of Glory shall come in." 

This is the salvation 'IVe preach; but let it be known, we announce 
it not as a mere theory, but a truth in which the vital interests of the 
soul are essentially involved, and which exerts a sovereign influence o,er 
the heart. Our's is a Gospel, not to amuse the speculative, but to save 
the sinner. " We preach Christ crucified, to the J e'\Vs a stumbling 
block, and to the Greeks foolishness, but to them which are called, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God." We insist, indeed, 
that the Redeemer's salvation is complete; but we insist also that it 
finds its counterpart in the experience of all who receive the truth, "not 
in word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assur
ance." We anxiously warn you against the delusion of resting in the mere 
notion of the doctrine, as if to assent to it were the same as to be 
personally interested in it. . 

But how deep-searching and renewing is that work of the Holy 
Spirit, by which these convictions are produced. He not only 
illuminates the con~cience, but quickens the soul, and fills the heart with 
solemn and intense concern. He not only convicts the jndgment, and 
makes us know we have sinned, but affects ns with our misery and ruin, 
as transgressors righteously condemned to wrath. Sin becomes our 
burden and anguish: we cry out against it, and earnestly inquire, "What 
shall we do to be saved ? " But we seek relief, and hope for peace, in 
vain, while we depend on what we do to reconcile us to God. Yet thil! 
is the principle which chiefly actuates us under first convictions. We 
imagine that our repentance and return to dut.y must be the means of 
interesting us in the Divine favour, and of pacifying the conscience, 
until the failure of our efforts occasions self-cepair. The more we 
resist sin, the more sensible are we of its power : the more we seek after 
righteousness by the works of the law, the more conscious are we that it 
cannot be attained. In this state of the heart, the Holy Spirit is pleased 
to reveal Christ to us, and give us faith in His name. It is enough. 
We look unto Him, and are ~aved; "being justified freely by grace 
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus." ,vhat ,re cannot 
do, that He hath done; what we have not, that He is to us and/or us; 
being made of God unto us, wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and 
redemption. On this ground faith has its joys and triumphs: and in 
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::ill the conflicts of the heart, and the distresses that we suffer from 
the influence of sin that dwelleth inns, it is our blessedness to know 
t.hat we are complete in Him, who is become our salvation. 

Tt remains only to remark, that to preach Clirist is to make known-
l1.-THE EFFICACY OF Hrs OFFICEs.-Tbe counsels, purposes, and 

plan of grace are entrusted to Him ; and whatever is to be done in and 
for His redeemed, in order to bring them to glory, He is anointed to, 
perform. Adapted to our state, a~ sinne1·s ordained to life, Christ 
sustains the offices of Prophet, Priest, and King; and both tlie dignity 
of His person, and the will of the Fatlwr which instituted Him to these 
offices, render His mediation available for us. 

l. He is our Prophet, to instruct and make us wise unto salvation 
A prophet is one sent of God to reveal His will to men ; but the 
deplorable state of our minds required that our mediatorial Prophetshould 
not only declare to us the will and counsels of God, in word and doctrine,. 
but gi,e us an understanding to perceive and know the truth. He 
-ielights to display the efficacy of His teaching, by revealing the mysteries 
of His kingdom and grace to babes and the foolish things of this world,. 
while they are hid from the wise and prudent. 

2. In the office of His priesthood He is the truth and substance,. 
shadowed out by the office of the Jewish High Priest. 

The sacrifice which II e offered was Himself, and has the perfection 
of expiatory and atoning -rirtue. His greatness gives it an immensity of 
worth for the purging away of sin, and making reconciliation for 
iniquity ; and His immutability renders it of unalterable and eternal 
efficacy. "For, by an offering of Himse?f, He bath perfected for ever 
them which are sanctified." Its efficacy is not dependent or conditional,. 
but intrinsic, unborrowed, and absolute. Exclusive of our gracious 
affe:::tions and works of righteousness, it has a pardoning and purifying 
availableness. Though, like Manasseh, we have perpetrated every
atrocity ; though, like Magdalene, we have b3en exceedingly polluted ; 
though, with Paul, we may have bla;,phemed the name of Christ ancll 
persecuted His Church. and are compelled to confess that we are the 
chief of sinners ; yet the blood of Christ cleanseth us from all sin. It 
ever purifies, and ever reconciles. In every period of time, in all the 
vicissitudes of experience, it is an infinite counterbalance to our guilt 
and defilement, and righteously cancels our condemnation. To this. 
precious sacrifice, 0 believers, ever look and triumph. 

"Dear dying• Lamb, Thy precious blood, 
Shall never lose its power ; 

Till all the ransom'd Church of God · 
Be saved, to sin no more." 

His priestly blessing is not like the invocation of the Jewish priests,. 
but an actual communication of eternal life to His redeemed. There is, 
a prophetic annunciation of it in the 133rd Psalm, ver. 3-" There the 
Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore" He has power 
to give eternal life to as many as the Father hath given Him ; for as the 
Father hath life in Himself, so bath He given to the Son to have life in 
Himself, and He quickeneth whom He will. By His death He abolished 
death, and the transcendant merit of His sacrifice entitles Him to the 
right of giving immortal felicity to all that believe in His name. Thus 
life everla~ting is a~sured tom by th-: priesthood of Jesus. Let His 
name be our confidence and joy ! 
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3. As the crown, consummation, and glory of His mediatorial 
character, He is King of king8, and Lord of lords. The government of 
all worlds, states, and nJl'airs is upon His shoulders; and as a lamb 
slain, He appears in the midst of the Throne, to exercise His sovereignty 
for the ends for which He shed his blood. His sacrifice has an influence 
into the acts of His government ; He is a King upon His throne, and 
must reign till all enemies be put under Him. He makes His people 
willing in the day of His power-subdues their iniquities-delivers 
them as a prey from the hands of the mighty-frees them from the yoke 
of the law of works-governs them by His own laws, working in them 
the obedience which He requires of them-gives them victory over 
death and hell- and manages the dispensations of Providence for their 
benefit. Heaven, earth, and hell are subject to Him; and He will reign 
in grace till He shall destroy the two great Antichrists, the Pope and 
Mahomet, the beast and the false prophet, by casting them into the lake 
of fire-till the Jews shall be converted by Hi~ power, and all nations 
shall come and worsb.ip before Him-till Satan shall be bound a thousand 
years, and all the present modes of civil government shall be done away, 
and the kingde,ms of this world shall become the kingdoms of our God 
and ofHis Christ-till the millennial period shall terminate, and the last 
attack of devils and men upon the Church and camp of the saints shall 
be made by the armies of Gog and Magog, who shall suddenly be 
devour~d by fire coming down from God out of heaven, and be cast, with 
the devil that deceived them, into the lake of fire and brimstone, where 
the beast and false prophet are, and shall be tormented clay and night 
for ever and ever-till He shall make His final appearance, to raise the 
dead, to gather His redeemed into one glorious body to be for ever with 
Him, to adjudge the wicked to everlasting destruction, and annihilate the 
heavens and the earth as being of no further use ; and then cometh the 
end, when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father, that Goel may b~ all and in all; and the whole assembly of holy 
intelligences, witnessing the glorious consummation, shall unite in one 
burst of joy and praise, saying-Hallelujah, for the Lord God omni
potent reigneth-Hallelujah, salvation, and glory, and honour, and 
power, unto the Lord our God. 

May the Holy Spirit be given to us to preach and exalt this glorious 
Christ !-may we never depart from this subject in our ministry- but 
may we proclaim Him as all and in all ! 

Let Zion adore Hirn, let all His people praise Him. Amen. 

SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK ASSOCIATION. 
Notes of Sermons preached at the Suffolk and Norfolk Asso~iation of Strict 

Baptist Churches, held at Beccle.•, on June 2nd and 3rd, 1891. 
( Continunl jl'01/I, page 251.) 

THE SECOND DAY. 
MORNING SEmION (JUNE 3RD) BY MR. S. K. Bu~rn. OF lPswrcH. 

Text:-" Finally, brethren, pra:i: f?r u~, that !,he Word of .!~e Lord may have 
free course and be glorified, even as 1t 1s with you. - ~ Thess. m. 1. 

What an infinite mercy, if that verse were applicable to all our 
Churches ! Beloved friends, I had not had heart to come before yon 
to-day had I not felt I bad been prayed for. If the Lord Jesus Christ 
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needed prayer, if such a man as Paul the aged needed to say, and eveu 
put it forth as a claim, "Brethren, pray for us "-how much more 
need ,re do so now? Aged brethren and sisters, and dear young disciples 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, pray for us. J f you have learned to pr11y for 
yoursclvc~, pray for us. Oh, what an old theme this is-" prayer ! " 
Paul had been a great student of Scripture. How he must have thought 
of His g-reat ancestor, Jacob, wrestling with God, of Elijah, of Samuel, 
and other mighty men of prayer. He thought of Peter in prison, and 
how they prayed him out. We need prayer continually ; we need to 
be reminded that without Rim we can do nothing : " Restraining 
prayer, we cease to fight." There is much so-called prayer as empty 
as a rotten nut-no use to man and an insult to God. Not this kind 
of pray~r the apostle Paul exhorted them to ; he desired prayer with 
tears, such as he himself offered. If we know that every good and per
fect gift cometh down from the Father of lights, we should pray for every 
blessing to rest upon those that we love. The man that prays in reality 
for me must be my brother; such are all brethren, and your Father is in 
heaven. When ye pray, say, '' Our Father who art in heaven." My 
brotbus and sisters, my Lord's Father and your Father. When Paul 
wrote to these Thessalonians, he urged that they should continually 
pray for him. A.re we no~ entitled to the same favour now ? As 
God's servants, we ask you to pray for us. We dare even claim it, for-

" One family, we dwell in Him." 

To all who lov-e our Lord Jesus, we say, Pray for us ; and especially 
that the Word of the Lord may have free course, and be abundantly 
glorified,-we wish we could always add, '' even as it is with you." The 
way to value help is to have it. If we have friends, let us value and lean 
upon them. Paul said to these Thessalonians, "We are bound to give 
thanks, for your charity aboundeth toward each other." It is your con
.)ern; it is a common cause. A.nd for what is this prayer to be made? 
For relief from trouble, or escape from persecutors? for ease and rest? 
Nay, for nothing less than this, free course for the Word of God! He 
reverenced his Lord's charge, and obeyed it: '' Seek ye first the king
dom of God and His righteousness, and all things else shall be added 
unto you." He did not ask tbem to pray he might come out of prison; 
there he wrote some of his most savoury epistles. (We owe much to 
God for allowing John Bunyan to go to prison.) '' Pray for us that the 
Word of the Lord may (run, as the margin has it) have free course, and 
be glorified." Do you say it cannot, apart from the Spirit's work and 
power, for " without Him we can do nothing?" Most true; therefore 
pray ye for the Spirit of the Lord, "that utterance may be given unto 
us ... to make known the mystery of the Gospel" (Ephes. iv. 19), and 
by that help may we ever seek to speak the Word of God in the best way we 
can, and, while we do it, let us remember we have praying people near us. 

Free course. It is presented as a three-fold figure. It flows on like 
a stream. What a mass of rubbish is cast into the stream tending to 
hinder its on ward progres~, yet on it goes ! Then we have the idea of 
conflict. We need, like Gideon, to take only the weapons God provides 
and commands us to take. What are those few to meet the Midianites? 
Take the Lamp of God ; the witness for God's presence was fire. "The 
God that answereth by fire, let Him be God." God will work by His 
Gospel. The mighty Spirit of God carries conviction to the conscience, 
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and then carries pardon and peace; it shall have free course. Again, 
the apostle was running a race, and would be unhindered-" laying 
aside everytweight," &c. It is very much hindered now. Sometimes 
we ask, Why? But we need not marvel. Your adversary the devil 
as a roaring lior. goeth about, seeking whom he may devour. But we 
have foes nearer at band. There are many hindrances in ourselves. 
Have we a clear understanding of what God is in His Word as 
declared in the Scriptures ? If not, it will hinder. We have no right 
to expect God will bless what He does not approve. Have we 
sufficient faith in God ? We may be clear in our statements, have a 
great deal of fervour, but, if our life is not consistent, it availeth 
nothing. "Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord." The Lord 
purify us all, the Lord deliver us all from evil inclinations, and keep our 
conscience clean. There are hindrances outside. Lazy Church mem
bers, what hindrances they are! But eventually the Lord will remove 
every hindrance. His Word runneth very swiftly-I think it means 
irresistibly. Pray that the Word of the Lord may be glorified. The 
Lord opened Lydia's heart; she received the Word, it had free cour~e, 
and was glorified. You cannot get higher than glory: "My Word shall 
not return unto Me void." God is not pleased with the lustre and 
power of the gifts He bas bestowed, but rather in their faithful use 
and the result,. " The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear 
Him, in those that hope in His mercy." You will not in heaven 
be ashamed of the honour God puts upon His Word, not only in the 
conversion of a Paul, but also in the conversion of that little unknown 
one is God glorified. God's Word is glorified in the destruction of the 
wicked and salvation of the rigbtrnu~. " The wicked shall be turned 
into hell." His Word declares also that "There is none other name 
under heaven whereby we can be saved.'' Can you say, "I know m 
whom I have believed?" "Other refuge have I none ? '' 

" All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him ; 

This He gives you-
'Tis Hi~ Spirit's rising beam." 

Wait on, hope on, the promised healing (Mal. iv. 2) is coming:
" A glory gilds the sacred page, 

Majestic like the sun ; 
It gives a light to every age, 

It gives, but borrows none.'· 

So it does ; but when it comes within, it does more than gild : "There 
is a glory that cannot be hid." Conviction of the truthfulness of God's 
Word cannot be erased from the teart, that the Word of the Lord may be 
abundantly glorified. Paul knew the Lord would never stop short of 
that. Brethren, we feel how poor the exhortations would be without 
this one link-prayer. We need it when we are weak; we need it more 
when we think we are strong. The Lord keep us humble. We never 
should enioy pure water did we never feel thirsty. When really con
sciouswe can do nothing; we shall look to Hirn for strength. Pray for 
us, brethren, that we may neither be down-hearted or too much elated; 
pray that we may have more of the Master's Spirit. There is nothing 
that, affects a Christian minister but it also affects His ministry. The 
Word of the Lord shall ha,·e free course, and be abundantly glorified. 
I am glad I can say of some, "even as it is with you." 

(To be co11ti11ucil.) 
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MR. JORN An'ORD. 

Mr. John Axford was born in or near Trowbridge, Wiltshire, England, 
on the 28th of April, 1810. He married early, and came to New York in 
or about 1829 or 1830. He has told the writer of his call by grace and his 
early struggles for truth in New York. But memory is too treacherous 
to enter into particulars about these early times ; suffice it to say, several 
ministers came from England then, and among them Thomas Reed, who 
preached here for several years. At that time there were several "old 
school Baptists" that preached the truth here well. The writer of this 
landed in New York on Sept. 30, 18M. On Oct. 1 he called upon 11r. 
Axford; who then kept a book store at 168, Bowery. Mr. James Manser 
bad just come out of what. is called here the "new school," and com
m€nced preaching as the pastor of the "old school Baptists" Church, 
then worshipping in a hall. Mr. Axfo!"d and family worshipped there at 
that time, and his (Mr. Axford's) store was the only place I knew where 
works of truth were sold in this city. Mr. Manser soon after left the old 
school Baptists, and organised an independent Church in connection with 
Mr. Axford and others, but was taken sick about the spring of 1853, and 
lingered until Feb. 25, i.854, when he died. 'l'he writer conducted his 
funeral services, and Mr. and Mrs. Axford and others came to my coloured 
Church when I preached his funeral sermon. 'l'he Church then discon· 
tinued. There were several ministers under l\fr. Axford's management, 
who came and preached; but no steady preaching was continued until Mr. 
John Bennett ea.me here in 1855. A ball in the Bowery was taken, where 
Mr. Bennett preached for some time; but that was given up, I don't know 
the cause. 'rhen Mr. Bennett was called to a Church in Thirty-sixth 
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street, near Seventh Avenue. Mr. March, the minister, had just died at 
that time, and Mr. Bennett remained there one year. Mr. ·Axford and 
others worshipped there with him. When Mr. Bennett left Thirty-sixth 
Street, Mr. Axford and a great mn.ny others organised the Beulah Par
ticular Baptist Church in about the beginning of 1858, and succeeded 
well; but in or about September, 1859, owing to his wife's health, he 
returned to England. They had Mr. Wm. Erskine, I think, for about two 
years; then James Hooper followed for some time. Afterwards Mr. Hopes 
came, then Mr. Walker. Tbos. Witts (once a soldier in India), and others 
occasionally came, but when those failed, Mr. Axford took tu reading ser• 
mons, and several brethren assisted by praying and singing. All the ser
mons he read were of the first order, by various men of truth. 'l'biq he 
continued to the last when he had no one to preach. When brother John 
Bennett came here (April 12th) on his way from Canada, and preached for 
Mr. Axford, his old congregation had nearly all disappeared, the most of 
them had passed to their eternal home, the rest had grown old and become 
scattered to other parts. Brother Bennett preached from April 12 until the 
J,.st Lord's-day in May, except one Lord's-day, when be was at Troy, N.Y. 
Brother Axford and wife were both taken with the La Grippe about April 
16. and were both dangerously sick. Mrs. Axford has fully recovered. 
When brother Bee.nett went away the writer of this conducted the services 
for brother Axford for two Sundays, he not being quite recovered. I then 
went to Troy on the last Lord's-day in June, and brother Axford conducted 
the services, and &djourned the meeting until the first Lord's-day in Sep
tember, as was usual. He worshipped at our meeting while I was gone 
to Troy. On Juiy 19 I spoke atourplace inBrooklyn, 32, Mvrtle-avenue, 
upon Ruth,Orpah, and Naomi,when I saw him he was much affected during 
the service; and when I gave out the last hymn, " 0 for a closer walk with 
God," be broke right down, and wept like a child, and said, as I took him 
by the hand," 0, have you ever had any idols?" I said," Dear brother, I 
have had too many of them all my life." He pressed us to go home to tea. 
We consented, and I bad three hours' conversation with him. I did not 
think of his dying, although he did not look well. This was on July 19, 
o.nd on the 27th and 28th he came from Brooklyn to New York to attend 
to some business that troubled him. On the 29th he arose from bed, and 
8aid be did not feel so well. They told him to lay down on the sofa, which 
he did for a short time; then he got up and sat down at the window. He 
afterwards removed to another chair, then began to cough. His dear wife 
went to help him, when his bead dropped on one side on the back of the 
chair, and the heart stopped heating. Be never moved again, and thus 
pl\ssed away, without a sigh or a groan, at ten minutes past 2 o'clock, July 
29, 1891, aged 81 years three months and one day. 

Mr. John Axford was a remarkable man. Known far and wide, 
wherever tho distinguishing doctrines of grace were promulgated, in con
nection with his book store, and afterwards his printing and publishing 
works on free and sovereign grace, He avoided controversy as much as 
possible, but never deviated a hair's breadth from the great truth8 of sal
vation alone by the blood and righteousness of the God-man, the Mediator, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

On Saturday, August 1, the funeral services were held at the house, 
Brother James Prior read the Scriptures, and I spoke from r~a. lxxiii. 24, 
"Thou shalt guide with Thy counsel, and afterwards receive mo to glory.'' 
The hou~e was full, and we stood in the hall that we might be heard up 
o.nd down stairs. 'l'ho burial was conducted privately on Sunday morning, 
.!.ugust 2, 1891. 

On August 2, at 32, :Myrtle-avenue, Brooklyn (our place of meeting), I 
preached the funeral sermon to a goodly company. Text, Job v. 2G: 
"Thou she.It come to thy grave in a full age, like a shock of corn cometh 
in his season." This closed the scene of all that was mortal of dear 
brother John A:dord. CnAs. G RAHUr. 
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SELINA TURNER. 
DEAR MR. WINTERs,-You will doubtless have heard of the death of 

our quiet little friend, Miss Turner, daughter of Mr. George Turner, of 
Forest-gate. She was taken in a fit, and never came back to conscious
ness. As a small memento of the pleasurable time we, as a family, ~pent in 
her company, I offer this to her sorrowing friends. This night week she was 
with us in her usual health, to-night she is beneath the clods, apparently, 
for the soul is with Christ, no doubt. M. A. CnAPLIN. 

Galleywood, Jnly 18, 1891, 

IN LOVING MEMORY, 
·we cannot send a. wreath of flowers to make her coffin gay; 
For death is still a solemn thing, bedeck it as we may ; 
And we who here in loneliness a few more years must roam, 
Cannot but hang our heads and weep when those we love go home. 

But we would crown her resting-place with one dear wreath of song; 
We loved her loved her much, although we had not loved her long. 
But we were looking through the months, the near months just before, 
When near our dwelling she would rest. and we could love her more. 

Oh, maiden of the quiet eye and unassuming air, 
Who can repine that thou hast gone, God's blessed heaven to share; 
To see "the glories of the Lamb amid His Father's throne," 
And bring "new honours for His name in songs before unknown." 

Our hearts were by thy grave to-day, we heard the mourner's sigh, 
We saw the gleam when some one spoke of" Christ"and "by-and-bye," 
We lingered till the last hot tear had dropped among the flowers, 
Then strung, above thy many wreaths, this viewless one of ours. 

Galleywood. M. A. CHAPLIN. 

THE PO LPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 
MAGAZINES,-We have before us:-1 D.D. Price Id. London: Published by 

Life a11d bght, The SilentMessenge,·. The the Author, 7, St. Paul's-churchyard, 
Olii-eBranch, Tl,e Surrey Tabernacle Wit- I E.O. 
ness, .Australian Particular Baptist Maga- Circular Lette1· on tlte Church, a Mothei·: 
~ine, Zion'., Witness, The n,-gular Baptist, her Obligations and Privileges. By theSuf
The Banner ef Israel, Consec,·atfon, The folkandNorfolkAssociationof Particular 
Christian Leader, Tl,e Microcosm, The Baptist Churches, met at Beccles on 
Qua,·terly Record of the Trinitarian Bible June 2 and 3, 1891. This Letter, written 
Society, The Quarterly Ree,wd of the Aged by our beloved brother, H. A. ~uxl1a~, 
Pilgrims' Friend Society, Tlie .Day Star, of Aldringham, Suffolk, contams mu_ch 
ProtestantEelw, Tlte Gospel Magazine, ~-e. that is truly excellent and spiritually 

SEBM0NE', PAMPHLETS, &c. - What profitable, and if prayerfully read aj:id 
Tkink Te of Christ? By B. C. The Cal- practically carried out by our ChurcheR, 
vinistic Pulpit. The Ear Optned. By C. the result would soon be apparent. We 
Cornwell. TJ,e Sovertignty of Jehovah. earnestly hope that many Churches not 
By J. Irons. Coming to ('1,ri.~t. By C. yet in membership with the Association. 
Cornwell. Our H,g!. Priest. By J. will become posseEsed of copies of tbis 
Irons. .A Brave Hindu Boy, &c., by Letter, and turn its subject-matte~ iµto 
H. F. Doll, 3d. per dozen, to be had of good account We believe the pnce of 
J. BriEcoe, 28, Banner-street, E.C. Tlte it is 6d. London: R. Banks and ~on, 
Force of Truth. By R. Thomson, Bap- Racquet-court, Fleet-street, E.C. . 
tistm.iniBter. Price Id. London: Water- Cuttings, containing Pitlt and J',,mt. 
low and Sons, London-wall, E.C. Our By J. Jenner. To be l,ad of theAutbor, 
author has given us many interesting Landscape Villa, Red Hill. Price 2d. 
facts relative to his call by grace, call to Full of precious truth. well thought out. 
the pastorate at Meyrick-road, Clapham- Suitable for persons who have but little 
Junction, &c. The .Doctrim· ,if Baptisms. leisure at command for reading. We 
By W. Dell. Printed from the quarto very highly commend it, and hope it will 
edition of 1652. Brighton : A. M. have a wide circulation. [It was sent to 
Robinson and Son,. 38, Duke-street. us at·• Witham Abbey," and reached us 
Jnspi,-ation and Authority of Holy Scrip- at Waltham Abbey after going the round 
lure. An address by E. W. Bullinger, of the county.-En.J 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
RECOGNITION SERVICES AT 

CARLTON (BEDS.). 
On July 21st, 1891, Mr. D. Flavel was 

publicly recognised as the pastor of this 
Church. In the afternoon Mr. Juli, of 
Cambridge, pre,ided, and Mr. Marsh, 
of Wellingborough, stated the nature 
of a Gospel Church. The usual ques
tions as to the pastor's call by grace 
and to the ministry, also what he in
tended to preach, were asked, to which 
the pastor responded in a brief but 
satisfactory manner. The deacon, Mr. 
C. Clayson, gave the leadin~s of Provi
dence as to l\Ir. Flavel bemg in their 
midst; and, joining hands with him, Mr. 
Marsh spoke a few suitable words, and 
declared them pastor and people. The 
service concluded by singing and prayer. 

After a good tea in tae school-room 
adjoining, the evening service was com
menced; our brother Jull offered the 
recognition prayer, which was appro
priate, full, and fervent. and gave the 
charge to the pastor. Mr. Marsh fol
lowed with the charge to the Church, 
both of which were affectionately de
livered, and contained excellent coun
sel, These services were well attended 
and very encouraging to all who have 
the Church's welfare at heart. The ad
dresses on the occasion were as follows:-
THE NATURE OF A GOSPEL CHURCH, BY 

MR. E. MARSH. 

"The Church of God . . . sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints." -1 Car. i. 2. 

Thus the apostle de,cribas the nature 
and standini;- of the Church of God 
boated at Corinth, set apart in Christ 
Jesus, called to be manifested that 
which she i~. He opens his letter of 
in,pired instruction to the Church of 
God by addressing them from their 
high calling in Christ Jesus. 

•rhe Church of God is not a place of 
meeting, not the place or building, but 
the people gathered there form the 
Church. The place where Jacob and 
his family worshipped, and where he 
built an altar to God. was called the 
house of God, or Bethel, the tabernacle 
of ~loses, the house of God at Shiloh, 
the temple of Solomon, the house of 
the Lord, but never the Church. We 
Jrn.ve our meeting house wherein the 
Church gathers. 

Protestants, and ev,:m ~ome Dis
senters, have followed the Papists in 
ctilling the place •· Church," but its im
propriety is apparent, The Church of 
God is not parochial. Weare not mem
bers of the Church bv virtue of dwell
ing in the parish. We know no parish 
priest, but worship the Apostle and 
High Priest of our profession-Christ 
Je➔us. All classes of nationality and 
character, professing and profane, may 
dwell in a parish, but the Church of 
Hod is" called to be saints." 

It fa neither provincial or nationat 
The Church of England is her right 
designation, for England's law, have 
framed her beinil'. So far from the 
Church of God bemg a national institu
tion, or confined to any nation, we read 
of even the Church of God in houses 
(Rom. xvi. ,,; I Cor. xvi. 19; Col. xiv. 
15). Not the building, parish, province, 
or nation then, but the congregated 
believer a in Christ Jesus, gathered te>-
gether in His name, and to worship 
Him according to His revealed mind 
and will, forms the Church of the living 
God. From the words chosen as our 
text, we ma v notice -

I. Her Head8hip-Christ Jesus. lI. 
Her fadivid11al 111,embership-Called to 
be saints. III. Her e.,:alterl privile,qe 
-The Church of God. 

1. Her Headship-Christ Jems,-set 
n.part in Him as her foundation (.llatt. 
xviii. 16-18), fulness (Col. i. 19), 
corner-stone (Ephes. ii. 20), and glory 
(Isa. lxi. 19; 2 Cor. ii. 18). He claims. 
to be her head by virtue of His cove
nant engagements as the second :ii-Ian., 
the Lord from heaven: "As in (the first), 
Adam all die ; every creature that 
springs from Him as their federal 
Head : so in Christ shall all be made 
alive" - every creature that springs 
from Him by covenant union. 

Through His covenant engagement 
on behalf of His people He gave time 
its birth, and built the world for her 
redemption. For His Church He was 
born. and takes away her original sin 
by His birth purity CHeb. ii. H). For 
her He lived and kept the commands of 
God blameless (Isa. xlii. 21). A; the 
Holy One, He died-the just for the 
unjust ; for her He rose aisain from the 
dead, and led captiv'ity captive. 
ascende:i as her representative and, 
forerunner into hPaven, and now sit; at 
the right hand of God-her Prophet. 
Priest, and King, her Husband, Brother, 
Friend. As He fs her fulne,s, so she is 
His fulness. The Head and the mem
bers form the body-none and nothing 
wanting. Christ lives on earth in His 
own ChriEtianity. manifesting Himself 
in the members of His bodv. He lives
her Head ; she lives-His body. 

2. Individual membership. It is 
God's will that His people should be. 
gathered together as His; hence by 
Him they are" called to be saints,'' and 
congregated for His worship accord in"' 
to His will; called from death to !if; 
darkness t? !ight, sin to holiness. enmity 
and oppos1t10n to love and fellowship. 
Thus g-athered, they become recognised 
the Church of God, "called to be 
saints." To constitute a Christian 
Church, the members must be list) par
takers of the divine nature: born a"'ain 
new creatures. The Church is O not 
simply a congregation of human beings 
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in contrast with angels, but new [ "He in heaven bath fixed t.he Head, 
creatures in contrast with the world He'll fix the members too." 
which lieth in the wicked one. (2nd) Amen, 
This life must be manifested b'<" faith in CHARGE TO THE PASTOR, DELIVERED 
Chri8t Jesus, and (Hrd) faith bearing its nY MR, J. JULL, 

own beautiful fruit of obedience to its "study to show thyself approved unto 
Author, leads its nossessor to walk in God, n workman tbnt neecleth not to be 
His commands by being baptized in the ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
-name of the Father, and of the Son, and truth." -2 Tim ii. 15. 
of the Roly Ghost, as a testimony of My business, my dear brother, is to 
personal and individual subjection to give a few words of counsel. Just 
Christ through His love being shed think of Paul, the aged minister, ad
abroad in the heart. Baptism is not a. dressing the young mmister, Timothy. 
mere ritual, but a testimony that the He first speaks in this chapter of being 
believer recognises solemn obligations "Strong in the grace that is in Christ 
to Christ. and by their immersion in Jesus," and exhorts him to "endure 
water. and coming up out of it, declare hardness," &c. There will be some 
their death to the world. and newnesu rough work, some trials, in your work• 
of life to Christ. who for them died, end_ure it. Be partakers of the Gospei 
was buried. and raised again. (4th) The frmt first, then you can recommend its 
Lord's Supper is a Church ordinance, sweetness and suitableness to others, 
and stands the memorial of Christ's and not to strive about words of no 
death to be kept until He comes again profit to the disturbing of the minds of 
within His Church-the privilege of the hearers. 
baotized believers in Church fellowship I. Notice what you are. II. How you 
only, who have first given their own a.re to work. 
selves unto the Lord and then unto the A ministP.r of Jesus Christ is the 
.Church according to the will of God. highest, holiest, the most pure· and 
It is the table of united fellowship with important office a saved sinner: can 
.Christ in His sufferings and personal occupy. It is an office of divine insti
communion one with each other as tution, not human, hence it is only the 
interested therein, where all are to Lord who fits and purposes His servants 
speak the same thing, that there be no for it. Several titles are given, which 
.di visions, but, on the contrary, that all I will mention : First, a steward of the 
be perfectly joined together in the mysteries of the Gospel. You have to 
-Same mind and in the same judgment. deal with your Master's goods; try and 
In short, the Scriptural order of a New be dili!l"ent and faithful with them. 
·Testament Church is-firstly,conversion Secondly, shepherd. who tend the 
.as the fruit of regeneration; secondly, lambs, think of their tenderness and 
baptism as a prerequisite to Church weakness, and look after tbi,m, II'he 
fellowship; third] v, Church members sheep will be oftenladcn with care,tb:ere
a prerequisite tn Church privileges, of fore have some words suitable for their 
-which the Lord's Supper is one. condition. Thirdly, stars gather to.eir 

3. The privileges of such a Church. light from the sun. You often get into 
Let it always be her privilege to re- the light of the sun, gather much fi:om 
member her standing-the Church of him, and then reflect that light among 

-God; He owns her, cares for her, guards the people. Fourthly. labourers who 
and protects her. His laws alone are to have to till and dig up the rough things 
be her guide, His Word her statute of the heart and make some rough 
1book, what, saith the Lord, to be the places plain, and remove some stones 
standard by which her acts are con- out of the way; casting up the higb
trolled. As she is His, so He is hers ; way is labourers' work. Fifthly, watch
hers to live for and bear witness in the men watch for the workings of divine 
world, and finally to live with when grace in the soul; watch all the ad
this world is no longer the place of her vances of the enemy. and sound an 
pilgrimage. The Church in unity. and alarm. .a.ll these titles are set before 
not an individual in particular, is to us. You are a workman; your life.is 
.select its own officers, and these in par- to be one just the opposite 0f ease-not 
.ticular are two-pastors and deacons idleness, but constant activity and em
.(see Acts i. 23, 26; vi. 3; viii. 14-17; ployment. 
J John iv. 1; 2 John x.). It is the 1. A workman needs previous train
privilege of the Church to transact its ing for his work. The Lord bas pre
own business, personally to contribute viously trained you by His grace, by 
to the maintenance of the cause, hying exercise of mind in the new ministry 
by them weekJi, as the Lord prospers; and your previous pastorate. 
bear one another•~ burdens, maintain 2. A workman needs materials to 
the ordinanc1;s of Christ and the work with. The Word of God will be 
.<loctrines of His Gosnel, reflect His your chief Book; !]S0 all other bMkB 
likeness wherever localisecl, maintain you can, coupled with your own expe• 
strict deference to His will, glorifying j rience and exercise of !Ilind, which you 
Him in body. soul, and spirit which is will find of great help m understandmg 
Hie. ar:.d in all thin;r; t, rej )ice that as the meaning of tho Word of God. 
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3, Where does your work lie 1 Not in 
secular things. The Roman soldier was 
not allowed to be employed in secular 
things, lest it should hinder him in his 
military calling; so the Lord has called 
you as His servant into the ministry, 
and set you apart. You are not to be 
entangled with business matters, li,,t it 
should hinder your work and not please 
Him, the Lord, who has chosen you to 
be His soldier. 

But your work lies (1) in studying 
His Word. Here you must spend much 
time and la.hour. a.s Paul says, "Give 
attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
doctrine; meditate upon these things; 
give tbyEelf wholly to them. that thy 
profiting may appear to all" (1 Tim. 
iv, 15). (2) In preaching, here you 
will find work sometimes in season and 
-out of season. Preach lovingly, feel
ingly, and c'1eerfully; not harshly or 
bitterly, but let the people see and feel 
that you preach for souls as one that 
·must give an account. (3) In prayer 
with God in secret. Y 011 will find much 
work; above a.11 things, be diligent 
here; do net neglect this branch of your 
work. Whatever trials you have arising 
from your pastoral work, take them 
,all to the Lord to bear them and work 
them out for you. Ever remember our 
strength in the pulpit is born in the 
closet. (4) Visiting the sick is another 
branch of your work. Be always ready 
to do this ; use discretion, and be pru
•dent about other visits. Observe that a 
workman requires perseverance, in
•dustry, constant ar,d repeated applica
tion, You will at times feel weary, 
your heart grow cold, and a.t times have 
to say, "Who bath believed our re
port 1" &c. But-
" Toil on, toil on; thou soon shalt find, 

For labour rest, for exile home: [voice, 
Soon shalt thou hear the Bridegroom's 

The midnight peal-' Behold, I come!'" 
II. How you are to work. (lJ Study 

your own moral character, A good 
workman with a. bad character seldom 
holds his situation long, How impor
tant is the pastor's character ! for you 

. are to be an example to the flock in 
word, in deed, in conversation, &c. (2) 

· Study variety in preaching the Gospel. 
In nature God has given us a. variety of 

• colours to please our eyes, variety of 
sounds to please our ears, a variety of 
food to please our tastes and appetites ; 
so in His Word what a variety there is! 
Then endeavour to speak of all the 
varied experience you find. th~re ~f 

· Christ in the types, prophecies ID His 
actual work upon the cross, the his
torical parts of the Word of God will 
afford you variety to speak from. In 
all your preaching-, ~t1;1dy also ~o preac,h 
in and with the Spmt of Ch~ist. '.l'hts 
is important : avoid ~r~ac~mg_ m a. 
bitter cantankerous spmt ; 1t will de
stroy ~11 your usefulness. (3) Study to 
be approved unto God. This is impor-

tant; He is you, Master, and He has 
employed vou. ~eek to do your work 
~o have H_fa smile, anroval, and bless
mg upon it. Do not seek to please men, 
but to profit souls. If Jou have the ap
proval of God, it will enable you to bear 
the frowns of rnen. (.le) A workman 
not to be a.shamed-that is, aim always 
to preach a good sermon ; strive to the 
best c,f your ability to do the best in 
your Master's service. r5J Rightly 
dividing the Word of truth-that is, 
~iving the seme of the Word vou take 
ID hand, also dividing a portion to babes, 
children, young men, fathers. and to sin
ners. Again,laying out-as the gardener 
lays out his btd~,-so you lay out the 
truth of God in a.n orderly form; this 
will give great interest to the hearers. 
The Revi,ed Version puts it, "Holding 
a straight came." Whoever may turn 
aside, you keep holding a straight cause. 
Lastly, a workman meets with his re
ward. You have some of this in your 
own soul, while at and in your work by 
the refreshing power of the Spirit of 
God upon you. Then you see some re
ward in sinners being called by your 
labour, and the saints being helped, 
edified, instructed. Christ-endeared to 
them, and thy living a devoted life for 
His glory. Then comes the final reward 
of being called home into the glory
world to dwell with Him. to see those 
who will be your "joy and crown of 
rejoicing in that day." _ 

May the Lord bestow upon you His 
grace and blessing for your work ·of 
labour and love. God bless you abun
dantly, for Christ's sake. Amen. 
ADDRESS TO THE CHURCH, BY MR. E. 

MARSH. 
"Encourage him."-Dent. i. ;1~. 

I will not presume here to take thi, 
teacher's chair, so at once cast from m: 
mind anything like delivering a charg _ 
to the Church, but taking my place with 
you, as at a reirular Church meeting, and 
being asked b,· my fellow members to 
speak on the happy event of the recog
nition of brother Flavel as our pastor, 
I would prefix the words of mytext 
with the words," let us," and say, .. Let 
us encourage him," and in thus address
ing you, ask: 1. How we shall encourage 
him; 2. Why we shall encourage him; 
3. When we shall encourag·e him; -1. 
What will be the result of our en
couraging him. 

1. How we shall encourage him. We 
reco~nirn our pastor as a man of like 
pass10ns with ourselves, and, therefore, 
as we, so he needs encouragement, Let us 
do so by regular attendance upon the 
means of grace, The preacher first 
setting out in the ministry may dread 
the sight of the people, and pray to be 
delivered from this snare. and the Lord 
may answer with the dual effect of re
buking His servant for his folly, and 
teaohiog· him the nature of his commis-
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sion by lett,ing him have empty benches 
instead of a well-filled building. Our 
pastor has been too long- in the work to 
pray fous. if e.er he dict. and knows his 
commission is not to cabbage-stalks or 
"-ood work, but to publish in the ears of 
the people" the word of life." A shower 
of rain or the toothache may keep us 
from the market on Saturday, but cer
tainly not from the house of God on the 
Lord's-da,: and the cares of the week 
may keep · us from some relief or re
creat:on in the enjoyments of life, but 
not from the restful hour of prayer or 
refreshment of a week-night service to 
help us homeward. Besides, did not our 
pastor come to serve us, and not even to 
admire our cushioned seat? Will not our· 
absence without cause at least oause 
him to wonder why, if not to question 
his mission? Let us encourage him by 
at least being here to hear his message 
from our Lord. By our prayers let us 
encourage him: not pray to him. poke 
at him. or praise him, but by united 
supplication at the prayer-meeting and 
family altar, with earnest secret wrest
lings, hold up his hands in his work. 
'· Only a prayer-meeting," says one. Did 
)'OU say it. friend ? Please don't say it 
again, for l'm sure if you think the sen
tence over, you grieve it was ever said at 
all Our practical appreciation of the 
Gospel will also encourage our pastor. 
The result of seeing his children walk
ing- in the truth is marvellous to the 
pastor's heart. What joy it brings! 
what sorrow the contrary! Brother 
.Tull has forcibly dwelt on the pastor's 
power in preaching, from purity of 
life, and commended our pastor to us as 
one who "walks worthy of his high 
calling." The closer he "walks with 
God." the more will he be distressed by 
our following" afar off." Our inconsis
tency has been the cause of the Lord re
moving the candlestick from its place-
yea, the people themselves have snuffed 
out the light. Oh! brothers and sisters, 
I will not charge you, but beseech you 
that we walk not to the wounding of our 
pastor's heart. It will be so even if our 
heart become cold, how much more so if 
our feet wander in forbidden pa the, and 
our ways are uneven. The late Ja.mes 
Totman, for 27 year, a faithful pastor 
at Laxfield, once came down on the sim
pering cant of a Church member ( whose 
daily life was far from reflecting the 
glory of the Cross), by laying his hand 
on his shoulder, and, not heeding his 
cant profession of enjoyment under the 
word, said, with faithful fervour, from 
grief only such a i,astor can know," You 
old Canaanite!'' 0 let us prove to our 
pastor we appreciate that Gospel which 
sanctions no ein, but cries, "Bring the 
,raitor out, and let it be slain." Secret 
•in may be hidden u.nder the Songs of 
Zion, but it is assuredly a. plague spot 
that will work out the ruin of many. if 
not heald,·and that by excision. Again, 

is it the lot of the deacons to " serve 
tables?" True, but is it not our~ to see 
to the supply, and by our liherality re
joice they have no lick. To fulfii our 
pecuniary obligation will certainly not 
be the pastor's discourairement, and is it 
not God's ordinanc~, while His blessing 
attends the strict observance of it. 
"There is that scattereth and yet in
creaseth," while assuredly the "with
holding tendeth to poverty." Let us 
encourage him by that cheerfnl giving 
to the cause of Him who gave His all for 
us. Giving, not even for our dear 
pastor's sake, but His whom he serves 
and who blesses us through his service'. 
Yet once more there is a sublime silence 
which, adhered to, will be the pastor's 
encoura.gement. Keep from him what 
he need not know. Let us not be 
numbered with those who seem never 
so happy and buoyant as when they feel 
it their " painful duty to inform the 
pastor of So-and-so's misconduct." 
Hush! let's say no more about it, for this 
we will not do. Let us encourage him. 
If the occupants of the next seat say 
they" cannot hear him," surely a more 
excellent way may be found of bringing 
about the hearing ear than boring the 
pastor's ear with the fact. I will not 
prescribe the remedy, for I'm sure we 
all feel it near home, while the Master 
says, "Bring him to me." Above all, let 
us not get at his ear throufrh the medium 
of his delioate little wire at his side. 
She may, like him, be a target too, but 
certainly not there· are we to direct our 
arrows. True, she is too wise to go and 
tell her dear husband all she hears; but 
it must not be our, to burden her with 
what she has to secretly carry in grief, 
and which, perhaps, must after all show 
itself, and have to come out, as her hus
band perceives the cloud on her brow, 
and inquires why, Mean! mean! He 
must not be got at so. Who lays so near 
to him as she? and the kindness to her is 
the cordial to him, in many cares: by 
that kindness " Let us encourage him." 

2. Why are we to encourage him? 
Why, indeed? but because He is God's 
servant, and his Master makes his cause 
His own, and takes our treatment of him 
unto Himself, either of blows or bless
ings, helps or hindrances. Again, if we 
do not encourage him his Master will, 
and if we do we share the work in which 
God Himself is engaged. Noble em
ploy! Because, too, our Lord has for
bidden us to do otherwise. Did He not 
say: "Touch not Mine anointed, and-do 
My prophets no harm "? 0 yes, it's 
quite true, the skin will get harder the 
more it is pricked, and even the sen
sitive may learn to heed less the shots 
as they fall faster; but it is equally true, 
"Woe unto them by whom the offence 
cometh.'' Be it our,, beloved, to carry 
the oil flask any day, rather than even 
the surgical instrument, for few can use 
it well, Here, too, is another reason : Is 
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he not the servant of our own choice 1 I had then is I believe a deacon of the 
anrl did we not choose him because we cause at Eltham, and an occasional 
believed the Locd gave him to us 1 "Let preacher himself. You will see his 
us encourage him," then, for to do so name in 17ie JJ,f~nthly ]fla_qa:int<-A. H. 
will prove we mean what we have done Brooks. You will ask me what of the 
in choosing, and show forth the praiees third boy? Some few years ago, one 
of Him in giving us our own hearts' Sunday morning. the whole neighbour
desire. Need I say more? Are not the hood around Chiselhurst was thrilled 
reasons numberlese, and even multiply with horror. In the night a young man 
as the question is asked 1 Was it aques- had called upa gamekeeper, telling him 
tion WHF.N he should be encouraged? there were poachers in the woods. He 
Who is the one that would not say led him into the woods, shot him with 
always? Encouragements are not to a revolver, and then beat his brains out. 
fall thick as snowflakes on recognition He went back to the cottage, called up 
days and anniversary seasons, and then his wife, telling her that her husband 
be thin as angels' visits the rest of the waswoundedandrequiredherassistance. 
year. Anybody will give the pastor a He led her to a different part of the 
kind word and a good supper when the wood, shot her, and beat out her brains 
heart has been brimful of joy under the in the same way. That young man was 
evening sermon; but should he B'o with- my third boy. He had a most violent 
out either of them when, pernaps, he temper when a boy. Thus much about 
has even had much harder work, being my first congregation or class. 
himself in bonds and imprisonment? The desire to preach still grew. There 
Just then that kind word or warm shake was employed in the mill a young engi
of the hand would be worth much. neer, who I found went out in the 
After all. beloved, as we need encourage- villages to hold services at the }Iission 
ment under all circumstances. even so Statione, which a Mr. Baker kept sup
does he, and t~e question when soon plied with preachers on Sunday even
finds its answer. ings. This voung man asked me to 

Just a word to close. "Let us en- accompany him, which I did on several 
courage him," for the RESULTS of so occasions. But I eaid nothing to him 
doing will be worth all the labour ex- about the desire burning in my breast. 
pended on the work. Will not God be One evening as we were coming home 
glorified,for" Inasmuch as ye have done I he asked me if I would like to speak the 
it unto one of the least of these,._]\'lf next Sunday evening. but I demurred, 
brethren. ye have done it unto lVle. ' though it was what I wanted. He Sfl.id. 
Will not Satan be defeated? for what a "Go with me; make an attempt, and if 
victory does he gain if only he can make von cannot ~ay much I will go on with 
strife between pastor and people? Will the service." So I preached my first 
not our own blessing-a be more abundant, sermon the next Sunday evening in a 
since the reaping IS according to the room at Green-street-green, near Farn
sowing. But, enough. Who shall tabu- borough. from Isaiah =viii. 16. :\Iv 
late the results which follow the companion concluded the service and 
patient waiting in well-doing? God gave out that we should both he there 
bless you and your beloved pastor, and the next Sunday and that I would 
by His help in every way, "Let us en- preach again. I went with him the 
courage him." Amen. next Sm;.day. My agitation was great 

the Sunday previous. when I spoke to 
the people, but it was nothing to the 
perturbation I felt on the second occasion 
-my knees knocked together, fl.nd I sat 
down so thoroughly ashamed of myself 
that I felt then no power on earth 
should ever induce me to attempt to 
preach again, and I told my friend so 
going home ; I was convinced I was 
not intended to preach; I would not 
accompany him again. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. E. WHITE 
AS PASTOR OF ENON CHAPEL, 
WOOLWICH, KENT. 

( Continued from pagr, ~03.) 
MR. WHITE'S CALL TO THE MINISTRY. 

As soon as the Lord set my soul at 
liberty, through His pardoning love, I 
felt an intense desire to tell my fellow 
men what a Saviour I had found. It 
was this which led me to ask, How do 
Dissenting ministers become preachers? 
as I felt only those who had been rightly 
ordained ought to preach. But I began 
at once to speak to the three boys I had 
working with me in the mill about their 
souls their need of a Saviour, and what 
a pr~oious Saviour He is. One of my 
boys told me years after he used to go 
behind the heaps of paper aftez: I ~ad 
been talking and weep over his sms. 
He was then a de,won of a Baptist 
Church at St. Mary Cray, and I believe 
a true Christian. Another of my boys 

He came to me a few weeks after, 
telling me I muFt go alone the next Sun
day night and preach at the place where 
I had made such a miserable failure. I 
told him I would no.t, but he said I 
must. After he was 1rone I carried the 
matter to the Lord. He gave me a text, 
and a desire to go again ; I went with 
much trembling, praying all the way. 
The Lord set my tongue at libertv, I 
spoke with great freedom, and came 
home puffed up with pride, longing for 
an opportunity to display mv remark
able gifts again. It soon came. Mr. 
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Baker heard of me, and sent me to his i through exposure to the cold coming 
village stations. I went quite confident home from crowded villag·e services. I 
of success. but my bondage in speaking was reduced to the helplessness of a 
was g-reater than at the first. But as babe. The doctor told my wife if I g·ot 
Mr. Baker had given me work for up again I should lul.Ve to leave, This 
several Sundays, I had to go again. g-rieved me very much, and I hoped he 
Thus he kept me fully employed for was wrong·; but the Lord graciously 
some time, preaching in the open air raised me up. I crawled back to my 
in summer, in cottages and rooms in pulpit as soon as I could, and the people 
winter. I was engaged at the Sunday- were exceedindy kind to me. I was 
school at Foot's Cray morning and after- very weak for a iong· time. T preached 
noon. then off four or fi,e miles in the for weeks. having· a stout walking-stick 
eYening to preach in the villages round. in the pulpit-thus like Jacob prophe
We also had a Bible-class for young sying,-leaning· on the top of my staff 
men at my house in the week, at which sometimes sitting down like the Maste; 
I and others gave an address or read a and talking to the people. As I did not 
paper at the close. "7hen my employer recover my wonted strength, and I 
heard of_ou! class, he offered_ us a room found the walking out into the villages 
at the mill 1f we would fit 1t up. We try me so much, the fact forced itself 
did so : it is now used as a preaching painfully upon me that I should have 
station in connection with Foot's Cray. to leave. I consulted my doctor all'ain. 
In that room Mr. Sq uirrell preached his He said, " You run the risk of breaidn o· 
first sermon in that locality; there Mr. down here at any time, and if you d~ 
Sears has preached many times ; in that it again I will not answer for the con
room my dear wife was brought to the sequences. If you can &·et a place more 
Saviour. under a sermon by Mr. Master- South, where your worl!: is confined to 
ton, of Brighton. the chapel, go by all means." I told my 

About this time my employer sent me de~cons what he said, and my feelings 
to London for two years, and when I re- corroborated his opinion. Therefore, I 
turned to Foot·s Cray doors were opened placed my resignation in their hands in 
for preaching at Sidcup and Orpington. May of last year, stating that I would 
In a short time I was presrnd to take the leave them in the first week of October. 
pastorate at Orpington, and for two But, oh, how my faith was tried as to 
years went on encouragingly, when the whether I had done right ! I prayed 
communion question cropped up, and most earnestly that the Lord would pre
the Church decided bv a majority to vent my leaving them if it was contrary 
throw the table open. I resigned, much to His will. 
against the wish of both parties. ( To be continued.) 

My Eecond pastorate was at Clare, 
Suffolk: a friend spoke to the deacons at 
Clare about me. I wentforoneLord's-day. 
After the morning service, the deacon 
came into the vestry and asked me to 
come the next Lord's-day, as the people 
had heard me well, and he would make 
it right with the supplywhowascomin!s 
if I would come. I consented to do so, 
and he announced it at the afternoon 
service. I preached in the open air at 
nig·ht to a large g-atbering, and then 
took a walk with the deacon. He told 
me the people had heard to profit, 
and he feh sure the Lord had sent me 
there to be their pastor. I know I 
had enjoyed preaching that dav more 
than I had for a long time. But I never 
slept that night. Here was a place I had 
never heard of a week before, and to be 
guided thus filled me wit!J. wonder. I 
went a~·ain the next Lord's-day, and a 
stronger feeling· towards roe was 
created; they gave me an invite for a 
month, and before the month was upan 
unanimous one to the pastorate. I com
menced my pastorate in September, 
1884, and laboured very unitedly and 
successfully for six years ; 35 friends, 
were added to the Church ; school, and 
con~·re~ations were in a healthy state, 
and I left a;tainst the wishes of all. 
After I had b~en there over three years, 
my hc,alth completely broke down 

LEWISHAM (COLLEGE PARK).-The 
anniversary services on May 26th were 
very encouraging. Brother Mitchell 
preached on the occasion, although 
suffering- from a severe cold. He was 
helped to speak gracious words from 
Song of Solomon viii. 5. May God 
abundantly bless him in his labour of 
love. The evening meeting was very 
satisfactory. Brother James Lee kindly 
presided,and several ministerial brethren 
spoke of God (Psa. xlvi. 1) and His dear 
Son Jesus Christ to the joy of the hearts 
of many present. Collectioi::s very good. 
All praise to Him from whom all bless
ings flow. I beg to add, as a Church, we 
are in peace and love. Twenty - two 
members have been added since I have 
been in Lewisham, ten by baptism, and 
twelve from other Churches. - JAMES 
CROOK, 4, Limes-grove, Lewisham. 

BETHNAL-GREEN (HOPE, KoBTON· 
STREET).-Special services were held 
here on Aug. 3rd, 1891. Brother F. C. 
Holden preached a Gospel sermon in the 
afternoon from Hosea xi. 4, which wits 
generally appreciated. Several spoke 
in strong terms of their enjoyroe~~ 
of the sermon. The preacher dwe 
upon "the divine power, tenderness, 
goodness, and liberality." A goodly 
number sat down to the excellent 
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tea prepared by the ladies. Brother 
R. E. Seard presided at the public meet
ing in the evening. The meeting was 
open by singing the hymn we all so 
dearly loveh '' Grace : 'tis a charming 
sound." T e chairman then read and 
commented upon 1 Peter ii. 1-7, Mr. 
Stanton, of Little Alie-street, led us 
sweetly and suitably to the throne of 
grace. The chairman, having expressed 
his loving sympath7 with the pastor, 
and pleasure at bemg present, called 
upon brother Baldwin, of Limehouse, to 
address the meeting. He spoke very 
encouragingly on" The immutability of 
God." Brother Bootle seemed to be 
helped in speaking from Psa, xxxvii. 4, 
his theme being " The God of order." 
Brother Brookes next spoke from the 
words "Say ye to the righteous, It shall 
be well with him." Brother Elsey spoke 
well on "Faith," from Heh. vii. 11 ; 
brother Holden expressed his pleasure 
at being present. He said he had felt at 
home during the day. In a telling way 
he spoke from 2 Cor. vi. 14. A hearty 
vote of thanks was given to the chair
man for the very excellent manner in 
which he had presided. After we sang, 
"And am I blest with Jesu's love?" the 
president closed the meeting with suit
able prayer and benediction. 

PONDER'S. END. - A few friends 
residing at the above place have long 
felt the need of a place of truth 
being commenced. The cause at 
Ebenezer, Waltham Abbey, being too 
great a distance from them. After 
earnest prayer, on August 6th, 1890, 
a room was opened for worship. Mr. C. 
Hewitt preached from Exod. xxxiii. 14. 
Since then regular services have been 
held. The place being very small soJn 
became uncomfortably crowded ; but 
the word has been blessed, and a goodly 
number in the place are anxious to 
attend as soon as a more commodious 
room can be found for them. For a 
considerable time the friends have been 
busy collecting, &c., in order to pay for 
the land, and their efforts are so far 
successful, for which they all bless God 
and take courage. On Thursday, Aug. 
6th, 1891 (exactly one year since the first 
meeting), the memorial-stone of the new 
chapel-schoolroom was laid by Mr. C. 
Wilson. Hymn 780, Denham's, was 
sung, prayer being offered by Mr. C. 
Hewitt, after which, with kindest ex
pressions of g·ood-will, the stone was 
laid, the chairman placing on it f,5, 
Which was quickly followed by lovmg 
offerings from friends Page, Bonney, 
W. Winters, Beauchamp, J. W. Ban~s, 
and other friends, making altogethe! m 
the afternoon £16. The weather_ bemg
!Ulfavourable. tea was served m _the 
infants' schoolroom, High•stree~, hired 
!or the occasion. At 6.30 a pubho meet
ing was held in the schoolroom, pre
sided over by Mr. C. Hewitt. After the 

opening- hymn, prayer was offered by 
Mr. Symonds. The chairman then gavre 
a very interesting history of the rise 
and progress of the little cause; very 
kindly reference was made with regard 
to Mr. '-Vinters, and sincere regret at the 
forced cause of his absence, and earnest 
wishes for his welfare. Addresses well 
adapted for such an occasion were 
delivered by Messrs. Buttery. Woodrow, 
Sandell, Gull. Pollard, Wild, and the 
writer; the collections for the day being 
altogether £19 4s. Sd. Mr. Hewitt, in 
the name of the friends,earnestly thanks 
all who had so well helped pay the land 
expenses. Help is now earnestly solicited 
to enable the friends to pay for the 
chapel-schoolroom. The day's proceed
ings closed bv singing "All hail the 
power of Jesu's name.'' May He 
graciously condescend to g·ive these 
few gathered to Him every needed help 
and blessing. Any friend desiring to do 
so, Mr. C. Hewitt, 10, Bay-terrace, South
street, Ponder's-end, will be pleased 
gratefully to acknowledge the same. 
Hoping soon as the friends can assemble 
in the new building to see them formed 
into a Church. and that from them may 
sound forth the Word of the Lord, is the 
e:i.rnest prayer of ADAM MARKHA}f. 

FRISTOX.-July 19th was a happy 
day at Frist:m,-it was the children's 
day. The chapel was full to overflow, 
and could a tent have been provided we 
might have held another service with 
the friends who could not find standing 
room in the chapel. Our dear brother 
Roe led us to our all-glorious Lord, 
taking for his text" He hath made with 
me an everlasting covenant." several 
times speaking to tb e children very 
appropriately. The recitations and 
dialo,,rues were given in excellent style, 
which reflects great credit on the 
teacher;, and singers. We are favoured 
with a zealous and active superinten
dent in the person of our beloved brother 
Cooper, whose life we pray _may long ~e 
spared to us. The collect10ns "·ere m 
advance of last year. We are happy to 
say God is with us. We have r_ecently 
baptized three, and another s1s!er 1s 
waiting to follow th!l Lord, aJ?-d still the 
promises do travel with a glorious day of 
grace. Brethren, pray for us.-R0BERT 
FRANKLAND. 

STOKE ASH, SUFFOLK.-It htts 
been said that 

"~ew mercies each returning lln,y. 
liover around us while we pra.y." 

So we find it, as we journey a~ong life· s 
pathway. On Sunday mornm_g, Ang. 
2nd our pastor commenced his forty
thi;d year of pastoral labour at Stoke 
Ash. In the morning he prt'ach~d a 
oheering sermon from ~ots xxv1. :?:?, 
"Having t_herefore ob~amed,, he;p of 
God, I coutmue unto this day, &c. In 
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the afternoon he was again enabled to 
preach a savoury Gospel sermon. Once 
again we feel we have abundant reason 
to thank God and take courage. May 
he long be spared to preach the un
searchable riches of Christ. - P. 
BARRELL. 

MEOPHAM.-Dear Brother Winters, 
-I am thankful to say that our anni
versary in every sense of the word was 
by the blessing- of God one of the most 
euccessful we have ever had; the chapel 
all day was thronged with friends from 
all parts. Glad to hear that you are 
somewhat better. Wishing- you every 
blessing. I remain, yours in the Lord, 
A. B. HALL. Woodland Villa, Meopham, 
KPnt. 

MARCH (PR0YIDENCE SUNDAY· 
SCHOOL). - The anniversary of this 
Sunday-school was successfully cele
brated on Sunday and Tuesday, July 
l!lth and 21st. On the former day the 
pastor (Mr. B. J. Northfield) preached. 
The afternoon was devoted to an address 
to the children, and at night there was 
a cro\\·ded congregation. Special hymns 
were sung fluring the day, this indis
pensable part of the proceedings being 
under the direction of Mr. Cutteridge 
and Miss Collingwood. On Tuesday 
afternoon the scholars partook of tea in 
a tent in Mr. John Billett's meadow, 
and this was followed by a public tea 
attended by 300 persons. The evening 
was spent in the customary unconven
tional and enjoyable manner. The 
weather was favourable on the whole, 
but the distribution of prizes by the 
pastor was stopped for a short time by 
a drenching shower of rain, which had 
the effect of speedily filling the tent 
with those who sought its friendly 
shelter. At the conclusion of the dis
tribution of the prizes. votes of thanks 
were passed to Mr. J. Billett and others. 
The total proceed~ of the two days were 
£20. which is an increase on former 
year3. On Tuesday evening, July 28th, 
,rn held a special prayer-meeting, to 
seek God's blessing in view of the 
coming harvest in the ripening and 
ingathering of the precious fruits of 
the earth. There was a very large 
attendance, and a spirit of earnest prayer 
prevailed. 

STRATFORD (GURNEY-ROAD).-The 
half-yearly meeting of the Gospel Band 
was held on July 2nd, 1891. A goodly 
number sat down to an excellent tea in 
the schoolroom. At fi.45 a public meet
ing was held in the chapel. The chair 
was taken by brother Matthew Cann
ings, leader of the band, who was sup
ported by brethren George Crouch, A. 
G. Gray, J. W. Rush, and E. E. Gray. 
The meeting having been opened by 
singing, prayer, and the reading of a 
portion of divine truth, the secretary 

spoke in feeling terms on the loss sus
tained by the fond by the decease of 
our late beloved brother Charles Wilder
spin, basing his remarks on the words 
"Happy is he that hath the God of 
Jacob for his help, whom hope is in the 
Lord his God." He next explained to 
the meeting that brother Cannings 
owing to ill-health had felt compelled 
to resign his leadership, and that the 
Church had unanimously confirmed 
the band's recommendation for the 
mantle to fall on brother George 
Crouch, and his willingness by God's 
grace and help to fill the post. The 
retiring leader then, amidst evident 
emotion, addressed the meeting, review
ing God's goodness and grace during 
the seven years that the band had been 
in existence, he could look round and 
say,'· This and that one were born there'' 
and with happy experience could repe~t 
his text," Ebenezer:" "Hitherto tbeLord 
hath helped us." His heart was with the 
band, and in future his interest in its 
welfare would be even greater if possible 
than in the past. Having vacated the 
chair, the newly-elected leader, brother 
G. Crouch (now chairman) proposed a 
vote of thanks to the retiring chairman, 
which was carried. He then reminded 
the band that they had married them
selves unto him for 12 months, and if at 
the end of that time they were tired of 
him they could have a divorce. His 
remarks which followed, on "Pharaoh's 
chariot," were practical, spiritual, and 
edifying. Brother Alfred G. Gray (sub
leader) dwelt sweetly on the "strength 
of the Lord." The meeting was also 
addressed by brethren A. E. Gray, G. 
Gillmore, and J. Boswell. Brother J. 
Rider closed with prayer. God bless 
the Gospel Band. - ERNEST E. GRAY, 
Secretary. 

CLAPHAM (C0URLAND GR0VE).-On 
Thursday evening, July 30th, a good 
congregation assembled, when our 
brother. Mr. E. Langford, administered 
the ordinance of believers' baptism to 
nine candidates (four sisters and five 
brethren). Mr. Langford gave an excel
lent address, based upon Heb. iv. 14, 
and set forth the profession of the 
believer, and the nature and value of 
baptism. It is a matter of great joy to 
us to see so many coming forward and 
testifying to the effectual power of the 
Gospel, and we rejoice that God is 
graciously owning the work of His 
servants in our midst. On Lord's-day 
evening, August 2nd, our brother James 
Ponsford, in giving the right hand of 
fellowship to ten new members (includ· 
ing one by dismissal), gave words of 
hearty welcome and encouragement, 
counselling all to be true to the pro_fes· 
sion they had made, The two occasions 
were very solemn seasons to us, and our 
gratitude is due to Almighty God for 
His gracious goodness to us as a Church, 
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The pro.Yer of our motto-text for 1891 
(l Chron. iv. 10) has been heard and 
answered, and we desire humbly to give 
all the g-lory to God. Of the nine candi
dates six were from the Sabbath-school 
(one an honoured teacher and five 
senior scholars). One aged brother of 
7:J years had the joy of accompanying 
two g-randsons through the b1ptismal 
waterd, Others have expressed their 
desire to follow their Lord in His own 
ordinance, so that this is but the earnest 
of more to follow. "0 magnify the 
Lord with me, and let us exalt His name 
together."-A. VINE. 

RAUNDS.-Dear Mr. Winters,-! am 
pleased to tell you that Mr, Fuller came 
and preached with acceptance. He was 
heard with both pleasure and profit, 
twice on Lord's-day and Monday after
noon. After a public tea our friend, 
Mr. Marsh, preached. All the services 
were much enjoyed. Our expenses have 
this year been unusually heavy, so the 
collections came far short of what was 
needed; but we still hope that the good 
Lord, according to His promise. "will 
supply all our need." Mr. Skelly 
(pastor) has been laid aside for weeks 
with influenza. He is now better, but 
weak. We hope to have Mr . .Bonney, 
11th and 12th October, for harvest 
thanksgiving and pastor's anniversary, 
-8. FIELD. 

THE W. HAZELTON MEMORIAL. 
-Some time having now elapsed since 
the burial of our beloved brother Wil
liam Hazelton, it is desirable that a 
memorial-stone should be placed over 
the grave, to preserve the memory of 
our brother, to show where his remains 
were laid, and to secure the grave to his 
family. They have not the means 
necessary for this, and we therefore 
appeal to those who knew and loved him 
for a small donation towards this object, 
which may be sent to either of the un
dersigned-Mr. J. Crook, 4, Limes-grove, 
Lewisham; Mr. J. Allder, 102. Rushey
green, Catford; Mr. A. H. Riddle, 2, 
Holly-villas, College-park, Lewisham. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE.-Anni
versary services were held on the August 
Bank Holiday. Mr. 0. S. Dolbey,of the 
Surrey Tabernacle, preached a solid 
gospel sermon to a large number of 
friends. His text was taken from 2 Pet. 
i. 1. Tea was provided in the school
room. to which about 150 sat down. In 
the evening a public meeting was held, 
when our esteemed friend and brother, 
Mr. J. Lee, occupied the chair. After 
sinj!'ing he called upon Mr. Palmer to 
read and pray. The chairman then ad
dressed the meetin$" with his usual 
kind and encouraging manner, He 
then called upon brother Tooke to 
address the friends. He spoke from the 
words, "He that dwelleth in love." 

Brother Waite followed with remarks 
on "We love Him because He first 
loved us." Brother Harsant haRed his 
address on the words, "We have an 
altar." Then the collection was made 
which resulted in £9 l 7s., for which w~ 
desire to thank our Heavenly Father. 
Brother Benne•t followed with his cus
tomary warmth. Brother Amos Parnell 
was then asked to come on the platform, 
and say a few words, and, considering 
the short notice given him. he did well. 
He dwelt upon the words," Ye are com
plete in Him." The pastor then ad
dressed a few words to the meeting. 
Singing and prayer closed a most happy 
and spiritual season.-R. GurLLE. 

HOXNE, SUFFOLK.-Special anni
versary services were held in the Bap
tist Chapel, in connection with the Sab
bath-school, on Lord's-day, July 2fith, 
when many realised their Master's pre
sence. Three excellent sermons were 
preached by Mr. Evans, of Rattle,den. 
in the morning from Isa. xliii. 13, "I 
will work, and who shall let it 1" in the 
afternoon, Job xxxiv. 32, "That which 
I see not, teach Thou me;" and in the 
evening, 1 John iii. H, "We know that 
we have passed from death unto life," 
&c. Special hymns were sung. It was 
a lovely day, and our chapel was 
crowded. On the followingWednesda, 
the children recited pieces, interspersed 
with singing. Then Mr. Mutimer. oE 
Welby, kindly and earnestly addressed 
the children. A public tea was ably 
carried out by our sister, Mrs. 
after which loving addresses were gi v-,n 
by Mr. Broome (Fressimrfield), Mr. 
Debnam (Horham), and Mr. Mutimer 
(Welby), Mr, Debnam also kindly pre
sided for us. The singing was rendered 
by teachers and scholars, ably conducted 
by Mr. Clarke (Horham). It is our 
prayer that all who so willingly assisted 
in singing God's praises here may one 
day unite to swell the choir of heaven. 
On the following Tuesday the teachers 
and scholars had a free tea, and at the 
close each child was presented with 
some little prize. Thus a happy and 
successful anniversary was brought to a 
close.-M. P. THEOBALD. 

WILLI~GHAM, CAMBS.-The fol
lowin!!' succession of pastors of Willing
ham Baptist cause may be interesting
to many readers of the" E. V. & G. H. " 
-Nathaniel Bradshaw, from 1Gli2 to 
1690; Mr. Oddy, Mr. Holcroft, and Scan
drest assisted Mr. Bradshaw; Mr. Oas
land, 1G9-l to 1711; Mr. Rudd, 1711 to 
1723; Mr. Willis, 1723 to 1728; Mr. Al
mond, 1728 to 1751; supplies, 1751 to 
1754; Thomas Boodger, 175-! to 17S-!: 
supplies, 178-l to 1789; John Rootham. 
1789 to 1827; John Stevens, jun., 1829 to 
1831; supplies, 1831 to 183,';. Some inte
resting records are entered in our oldest 
Church book of these worthy ministers 
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of Christ. The first five ministers were 
ej<:>cted clergymen, and all, except Mr. 
Bradshaw, were interred in a field at 
Oakington, CRmbs. William Palmer, 
~~:,:,to!~~~: Ellis Munsey, 18:,0 to 1846; 
Robert Aldis. l~+r; to 18+9: William 
Alderson,J8iil to l 8tl0: supi,lies, 18GO to 
lSti~: ,T . .ttowell. l8tl8 to lSti!l; Geo. Hol
land. 1872 to 11'7,; J.B. Lamb, 1878 to 
l S::<R: supplies, l 883 to 18::<5; Henry E. 
Sadler, 1885 to 1891. 

BRADFIELD - ST. - GEORGE.-The 
Sunday-school belonging to this Church 
held their annual treat on Monday, July 
20, at Mr. John Squirrell's farm, Hes
sett. Our worthy superintendent, W. 
Bland, Mrs. Bland. teachers. and friends 
did their best to give the children half
a-day's enjoyment with a thorough good 
tea. Each one received some useful 
present. One hund,red and twenty 
friends took tea with the teachers. Very 
heartily did we thank Mr. and Mrs. 
Squirrell for their continued kindness 
and the hearty welcome they gave us_ 
The anniversary services were held on 
the following Sunday, July 26, when 
brother Jull. of Cambridge, preached 
two excellent sermons. morning and 
e,ening, and addressed the school in the 
afternoon, on "The man who hid him
self amongst the trees, the man who 
-climbed up a tree, the man who was 
under the tree, and 1;be man who bung 
on a tree.'' We all felt they were words 
fitly spoken, and likely to be remem
bered by the children. In the evening 
friends came from the neighbouring 
Churches to help us, and our hearts were 
made glad to see our chapel well filled 
wiub people. Many thanks to all 
friends who came to encourage the little 
school at Bradfield. We very truly 
thank our good brother Jull, and may 
the power of the Holy Ghost more 
abundantly than ever accompany his 
ministry.-W. D. 

WALTHAM ABBEY (EBENEZER)-
On Monday, Aug. 3 (Bank Holiday) the 
1;eacbers, children, and friends of Eben
.ezer Sunday-school held their annual 
treat on the beautiful estate of Sir 
Thomas Fowell Buxton, Bart.,at Wood
redon. Sixteen vehicles (most of them 
wag;,!"ons kindly lent by various gentle
men in the neighbourhood) were 
uccupied in conveying the party to the 
!!'rounds, leaving the town at noon. 
During the afternoon and evening the 
c1iildren were well entertained with 
various amusements, and bountifully 
SU\J]'lied with tea and cake. They also 
received a number of fancy articles, 
sweetR, and other presents. Sir T. F. 
Buxton, Lady Buxton, Mr. Victor Bux
ton, and other members of the family 
kindly mingled with the children and 
1 riends, and expressed their pleasure at 
,eeing them so thoroughly enjoy them
belves. Shortly before eig·ht o'clock in 

the evening the loaded vehicles left the 
grounds, and reached the schoolroom at 
nine, where each child received a bun. 
The joyous occasion was brought to a 
close by the singing of the Doxology. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES AT PRO-
VIDENCE, MEYRICK ROAD, 
CLAPHAM JUNCTION. 

(Concluded from pa11c 2U8.) 
Chiefly as the result of reading Mr. 

Spurgeon's sermons, I became much 
more fully enlightened with respect to 
the doctrines of sovereign grace. I was 
led to me the unscriptm-alness of infant 
baptism. I well remember going into 
a bookseller's shop one day in order to 
purchase some stationery. Whilst my 
parcel was being made up, I caught 
sight of a volume which lay upon the 
counter, having on its cover a picture 
which represented the administration 
of the ordinance of believers' immer
sion. I lifted it up, turned over the 
leaves, felt possessed of a desire to read 
it, bought it, and took it home with me. 
The volume was entitled, "Theodosia 
Ernest, the Heroine of I<'aitb." It con
sisted of a Scriptural argument against 
infant baptism, carried on mainly in 
the way of dialogue between advocates 
of that rite on the one band and bap
tized believers on the other. I therein 
obtained such a lucid, compact, compre
hensive summary of all that the Bible 
has to say respecting the ordinance of 
baptism, that, before I bad reached the 
last page of the book, I felt convinced 
that I could no longer as an honest man 
and as a loyal disciple of Jesus Christ 
sprinkle another infant, Neither did I. 
From that moment my mind was made 
up. I felt that it was impossible for me 
to remain a minister of the Church of 
England. I came out from amongst my 
former associates, determined to do that 
which I know to be right in the sight 
of God. 

Since my baptism, I have held two 
pastorates-one (for about two years) 
m Scotland and the other (for about 
three years) in England. Towards the 
close of my Tunbridge pastorate, the 
down-grade controversy broke out. I be
came keenly interested in it, particu
larly in those well-known articles on 
the down-grade movement which pro
ceeded from the pen of Mr. Spurgeon. 
The next important step which I was 
led to take, along with my reasons for 
taking it, I have related in a letter 
which I wrote to Mr, Spurg-eon, and 
which ap11eared in the EARTHEN 

. VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD for July, 
1888. In that letter I stated that I had 
come to the conclusion that the prac
tice of exhorting all sinners indiscrimi
nately to exercise spiritual faith in 
Christ is not only unscriptural, but is 
that thin end of the wedge which elowly 
but surely tends to destroy the entire 
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fabric of divine truth. I also said that (Stevens' Selection), "Kindred in 
I was convinced that the practice of Christ," etc. Mr. Calls then read Ephes. 
open 1•0111munion receives no sanction iv. l ·- If,. Mr. Sadd, our senior rleacon, 
from the Rcriptures, and that it tends offered prayer, after which Mr. W. Ran
to weaken considerably our testimony son, pastor of Somersham, gave out 
in behalf of the ordinance of believers' hymn 629, "Happy the Church. thou 
baptism. sacred place," etc., and the chairman 

I cannot conclude without referring gave an address, in the course of which 
to the way in which I have been led to he expressed a hope that the services 
the pastorate of this Church. After might not only be recognition services, 
becoming a Strict Baptist preacher, I but that God would recognise them. and 
served the Churches for two years and that there might be nothing flippant, 
nine months before receiving any nothing to be regret!;ed afterwards, but 
direct invitation to undertake a pas- that each might be guided by the spirit 
torate. For ~ome months I preached of wisdom, power, and !eve. The speaker, 
regularly at West H11m, and there I had moreover, said: We have providence 
the pleasure of becoming acquainted and grace to consider to-day. "The 
with and t,he honour of securing the Lord thy God in the midst of thee is 
friendship-the real, practical, and un- mighty; He will save, He will rejoice 
interrupted friendship-of him who over thee with joy; He will rest in His 
presides over our meeting to-ni~ht. If love: He will joy over thee with sing
brother Upsdale be a fair specimen of ' ing." Such is my desire for you as a 
Strict B11ptist deacons, then, I say, Church, and my brother Bardens as 
" may such deacons continue to abound pastor. I am sure there has been a 
and to prosper." Neither I nor my dear spirit of prayer amongst you. 
wife will ever forget the great kindness ]\fr. Coils then called upon Mr. Juli to 
which has been extended towards us by speak, and who gave an address on the 
brother Upsdale, and also by his excel- nature of a Gospel Church from 1 Cor. 
lent partner in life, and by all themem- i. 2. Paul addresses the Church of God 
bers of his family. Well. the time came at Corinth, and we might savthe Church 
when in the order of God's providence I of God at Ipswich. 1st, To whom she 
received through our beloved brother belongs. 2nd, The composition. 3rd, 
Clark, one of the deacons of this Her present condition. -!th, The Church 
Church, an invitation to preach here. of the future. 1st, To whom does she 
I complied. Then I was asked to preach belong? She belongs to God. God can 
on several other occasions, the result come forward and look upon the face of 
being that I eventually received a the earth and say, All things are :Hine, 
unanimous invitation to become the "The earth is the Lord's and the fulness 
pastor of this Church. I had always thereof," We would look upon Him 
felt very much at home in ministering from day to day as the Creator of all 
to this people. I found they were a things. The Church of God especially 
people who enjoyed the setting forth of belongs to Him by vital union. In 
all sides of Gospel truth. I felt drawn what way can Jesus Christ claim the 
towards them. I laid the matter before Church as His own! He has laid down 
the Lord in prayer. I asked Him to de- His life for her. He loved the Church, 
cide for me between Keppel-street and gave Himself for her. By His 
Church (from which I had at the same death He purchased her. In what rela
time received a similar direct invitation tionship may we view Christ to the 
to the pastorate) and the Church here at Church? The Church is spoken of as a 
Providence, the result being that I at body, and Christ as the Head. Ever 
length felt quite clear in my own mind look to the Head to g-uide you, to lead 
that I was being divinely guided in this you, and look to Him for all the 
,direction, and so here I have come. It is strength you need. Of His fulness have 
notformetoforecastthefuture. We poor 1111 we received, and grnce for grnce. 
short-sighted creatures know not what For it pleased the Father that in Him 
.a day may bring forth. But the Lord should all fnlness dwell. 2nd. The 
knoweth my heart's desire is that the composition, A body, many members, 
union between pastor and people which and no onA has ever dared to count them. 
is publicly recognised this day maybe ThegreatHe11dknowsthenumber Do 
so owned and blessed of God as th11t I belong to this number, this body! Am 
neither yon nor I will ever have any I II m_ember of the Church of Go5l ! 
wish that it should come to an end. What 1s she composed of! angels! ~ o; 

RECOGNITION SERVICES AT 
ZOAR, IPSWICH. 

Services in connection with the settle
ment of Mr. R. C. Bardens as pastor of 
Zoar Baptist Chapel, David-street, Ips
wich, were held on Wednesday, July 
29th. The afternoon meeting, at which 
Mr. L, H. Colls, of Beccles, presided, wns 
commenced by . singing hymn liG3 

they do not compose the Church of God. 
She is composed of stones, but not 
material stones; not dead stones, but 
living stones, 11nd they are said to be 
builded up as lively stones, a sv,ritual 
house, 11n holy priesthood. to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to L,od b_v 
J esns Christ. What is she composed ot' ! 
S0uls, not dead ones; living ,onls, 
c1nickened by the Holy Ghost. :lrc!. The 
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Church's condition. Where is she? In 
the world. The Church of God at Ips
wich. ·where is Ipswich 7 In the world. 
What is the Church in the world for 7 
For herself alone 7 N .£, no; she is in 
the world as a light. we do not know 
how much good is done by the Church 
meeting together and the Gospel 
preached. It is a light to those that 
mav stroll in once and come again. She 
is also a witness in the world. 4th, The 
Church of the future. What is it? She 
will be perfect, complete. I have not 
seen a perfect Christian yet, but I look 
to see one soon. corn plete in Christ Jesus. 
The Church of the future will be with
out blemish or spot before the throne 
of God. The Church of the future will 
be ~lorified together by the glory of 
Chnst shining upon it. 

Mr. A. Morling, of Hadleigh, gave 
out hvmn 610. 

Mr.· Coils then formally introduced 
Mr. Bardens, and said: I trust that it 
may prove that he is our gracious God's 
choice as well as yours. Mr. Coils hav
ing to return to Beccles on account of 
his Sunday-school treat :md friends 
tea-meeting, left at this juncture, and 
Mr. Bland 0ccupied the chair. 

[We hope to g-ive Mr. Bardens' Call 
by Gr~ce next month.] 

( To be co11t-in11ed.) 

"KOT BY MIGHT.'" 
·Trs Yery sa.d, but surely it is true 
God·, fis,hting men to-day are very few. 
So few the foe has said truth"s cause will fail 
And hell's fierce legions over heaven prevail. 

Wh, are truth"s champions few? A noble 
band 

Went forth to battlt:' at their King's command, 
Pledged to maintain His honour-fear no_foe, 
Yield not an inch. Where are those valiant 

now~ 

Soon tired of conftict, some ha Ye laid them 
down 

To rest upon the foes enchanted gronnd, 
Have sought inglorious ease, and left the 

field 
To the brave few who kliou· 1wt how to yield. 

Some half believe his lie, and dare to say, 
Is there a God? If-wherefore does He stay 
From His half fainting and bewildered host 
Until they fear the battle will be lost? 

Who fear defeat? Not the brave, fearless 
band 

\\'110 tat;e the foe undaunted, sword in hand; 
Thev dread no failure-no dishonour fear, 
The~· know the God of Israel still is near. 

Strong in His strength who sent them forth 
to fivht 

Thev ,h'but their battle-cry,•· For truth and 
i·1ghr:· . 

Tru--;ting His faithful word and scorning 
shame, 

They d0,re uphold the honom of His name. 

Hi- purpose baulked': and His honour tar-
nished by 

His :-;erYaob failure? And the victory 
:lfade doul,tfnl: Fools and blind! 
Sllall man's weak halting change the eternal 

m;nd ·~ 

Cownrds mny fnint, nnd fnithloss hearts mny 
fear, 

Tbe foe mny ho1tst - hut God will vet nppenr; 
His plighted word wns never broken yet, 
The God of Isrnel's host will not forget. 
Truth shnll not die. At His 11,ppointed hour 
He will redeem His word, assert His r,ower; 

t~i-!f1;:.~,.~1.?~~~ne'\,1,~A~~~~~~~'1!~f?f1\~ ~~~ir; 
win. F.H. 

In Jjltcmothtm. 
D!i:AR Mn. WINTERS,-My dear sister, 

AUGUSTA SARGENT, youn~est daughter 
of the late Mrs. Meredith, so well 
known to lovers of the glorious Gospel 
of Christ, died July 9th, 1891, aged 42, 
and was interred in Fulham Cemetery. 
She had been a g-reat sufferer for the 
last nine years, but so patient, though she 
hardly knew what it was to be free from 
pain. She had a longing for the time 
when her Heavenly Father should say, 
"Come up higher." Her favourite text 
was," For me to live is Christ, but to 
die is gain ; " and in her last illness the 
following· words, "I have chosen Thee 
in the furnace of affliction," were 
g·reatly blessed to her. She, like dear 
inother, passed away in her sleep, She 
was brought to the knowledge ·of the 
Lord under the ministry of Mr. Isaac 
Levinshon, and baptized by him in 
Carmel Chapel, Westbourne-street, Pim
lico. - C. SARGENT, 1, Bolan-street, 
Bridge-road, Battersea. 

In loving- memory of my dear sister, 
EMMA WILLSON, who fell asleep in 
Jesus on Lord's-day morning, May 24, 
aged 53 years. My dear sister's end was 
peace. During her illness, which she 
believed was unto death,shewas enabled 
to rejoice at the prospect of meet ins- and 
being for ever with her beloved Lord, 
who had been all her salvation and all 
her desire for so many years. A little 
while before she breathed her last, one 
asked, " Is all well ? " She replied, " All 
is well, all is ~ettled, and my soul ap
proves it well." Thus her happy spirit 
passed away to spendaneternalSabbath 
on those blissful shores " where the 
wicked ceaee from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest." My sister was 
a member of the Surrey Tabernacle for 
some years,-H. WILLSON, 

~arrhl:gt. 
BARDENS - WHYMARK.-On the 8th 

July, 1891, at Kobe, Japan, Frederick 
John Bardens, son of R. C. Bardens, of 
I pswich,to Carrie H. Whymark,daughter 
of George Whymark, of Southampton
first at the British Consulate, Kobe, 
Japan, by J. J. Enslie, Esq., and after
wards at the Union Protestant Church, 
by Mr. Walter Weston, M.A. 
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(See page 308.) 

ONE of the many painful evidences of spiritual declension in numbers 
of our Churches to-day is the indifference of not a few professed 

Christian friends to the public means of grace. A great many 
persons do not accustom themselves to attend public worship more 
than once on a Lord's-day, and rarely. if ever, on a week evening; 
and others still more indifferent enter the courts of the Lord 
only once or perhaps twice in the course of a month, and mostly not 
then till after the service has begun. A lover of the house of 
God who always used to attend public worship with great punctuality, 
and took care to be in time, was once asked how it was she could always 
come so early. She answered very wisely, "That it was a part of her 

VoL. XLVIII. OcTOBER, 1891. w 
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religion not to disturb the religion of others." We venture to mention 
these solemn facts as before God, in the most tender and sympathetic 
spirit possible, praying that all negligent and lukewarm Christians may 
be brought to see the necessity of a more regular attendance at the 
house of prayer. 

"See I Satan's slaves to scenes of riot go 
By day and night, through rain, or haii, or snow! 
And shall some visitor, or worldly care, 
Detain believers from the house of prayer?" 

We, of course, make allowance for friends living at a distance 
and those who have weak and sickly bodies, and cannot conveniently 
leave their abodes. We are also most anxious not to wound the feelings 
of the feeblest lamb in God's fold, and would therefore not assert know
ingly anything rashly; nevertheless we must be honest to our convic
tions in the matter. 

In times of open persecution for Christ's sake, Christians (not under 
episcopal jurisdiction) frequently suffered much, and would often travel 
far, even to out-of-the-way places of worship, which they would now 
utterly despise. We have, however, been astonished at the great distance 
country friends will now walk, through all sorts of weather, to hear the 
truth preached in crowded places, while others (supposed lovers of the 
Gospel) living close at band hardly ever attend. London Churches are 
more conveniently situated, and facilities for reaching them are within 
the compass of the poorest of the poor, which, although beneficial in 
some respects, often proves the reverse in others, The easy access to 
places of truth in many cases creates a spirit of unrest in persons who 
are fond of changes, and henc~ it is more difficult for London pastors to 
hold their respective positions successfully than those in remote parts of 
the country. There are other friends who say they can read and study 
God's Word quietly in their own homes, and so excuse themselves in 
not attending public worship; but the question may be asked, Do they 
as a rule find opportunity for doing so ? Satan, we believe, is far too 
busy an enemy of true believers to allow them ( when physically well) to 
settle down for any length of time to the reading of the Bible in private 
when they ought to be in the house of God. Good old Gurnall was 
quite right when he said: " He that readeth sermons and good books 
at home, to save his pains of going to hear, is a thief to his soul in a 
religious habit. He consults for his ease, but not for his profit; he 
eats cold meat when he may have hot; he hazards the losing the benefit 
of both, when he may have one." 

Although we do not regard times and seasons as the ancient Jews 
did under the covenant of works, nevertheless we este11m the Lord's-day, 
or the first day of the week, as a day of rest, and a great national privi
lege, as it affords an opportunity for worshipping God publicly, and hope 
it will never be so sadly desecrated in this country as on the Continent. 
The Lord's-day is a festival commemorative of the victory of Christ 
over His foes. J t is a day of association with the saints, and often 
proves the vestibule of immortality and glory. The apostle's exhorta
tion to the Hebrews (x. 25) .is too much overlooked to-day by 
self-indulgent persons, who invariably complain of spiritual leanness. 
"The assembling together'' publicly for Christian communion is 
an earnest of our being gathered together to Christ at His appearing. 
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Union in the best sense is strength, and continual assemblino·s for divine 
worship and fellowship beget and foster love, and give oppo~tunities for 
provoking t,o good works, and neutralizing Satan's devices. It is neces
sary that believers especially should assemble together for worship, as it 
is a God-ordained means for spiritual good. In attending the ser
vices of the sanctuary saints are often refreshed, comforted, and edified, 
and are sometimes the means of bringing ungodly persons within the 
sound of the Gospel. To wilfully forsake the hoUBe of God, is to 
forsake God, His ordinances, and His mercies, and to exhibit a worldly 
spirit rather thi;.n the spirit of Christ and His apostles. We have seen 
persons when poor in this world's goods attend very humble places of 
worship where the truth is preached; and when God has prospered them, 
and they have become affluent in circumstances, they have forsaken the 
poor and lowly, and have causally mingled with a more influential circle 
of friends under a more refined ministry, and their families have followed 
them. 

To carry out the primitive order of the Church, as recorded in 1 Cor. 
xvi. 1, 2, believers should not only meet every "first day of the week" 
for worship (which, of course, should be the primary object of meeting 
together), but also for the purpose of contributing to the support of 
God's cause, and the poor of the household of faith. A few godly 
brethren have adopted the ancient system of giving a tenth of their 
substance to the house of the Lord, but such examples of benevolence are 
not likely to be universally imitated by the labouring classes, althongh our 
Churches are mainly supported by them. It should be part of the religion 
of every believer to "lay by him in store [ weekly J as God bath prospered 
him." If friends would adopt such an excellent plan of giving, there would 
be little need of special meetingsforraisin_qmoney. We have known pro
fessed Christians actually in possession of great wealth give a penny to a 
public collection; and in one case a thoroughly well-to-do tradesman, 
who had just previously boasted of his high position, put a half-crown 
into the plate we were holding for a very poor cause, and to our astonish
ment he demanded two shillings and five pence change! We forbear 
making any further allusion to our friend's meanness, but hope that hy 
this time he has learnt to value God's truth at a much higher rate. 

Beloved reader, may you never be permitted to sink so low as to 
slight public worship, or to look upon it as unnecessary. If you do not 
always profit as you could wish, consult the Lord and your own con
science about it. He alone can fit you for His service. If at any time 
you do not feel in a suitable frame of mind for worship, do not stay 
away, but go despite of your feelings; possibly a blessing may be in 
store for you. Do not forget the minister in your prayers; remember 
if you cannot pray for him, you have no rig-ht to expect God will bless 
your soul through him. However, the dear Lord does not always wait 
to be asked before He blesses His people. If the seats, or the majority 
of them, in the place wh~re you desire to attend are charged for, and 
you have no means of paymg for one, ask for a free seat, and do not be 
offended if you do not happen to secure the same one every time; you 
cannot reasonably claim one particular seat as your own if y_ou do not 
hire it and pay for it. Should the chapel be supported without seat 
rents so much the better for you, and for other poor friends who may 
attend it. But kindly bear in mind God's cause on earth cannot 
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be carried on without pecuniary aid; also remember the words of the 
apostle in I-Ieb. x. 25. and may you find it good to wait on the Lord in 
His sanctuary with His saints. 

"Forbid it, Lord: revive Thy people'a zeal, 
The lukewarm plalliue among Thy children heal: 
Ye heirs of bliss, wnom Jesus often meets, 
WHENE'Jrn Hrs HOUSE IS OPEN FILL YOUR SEATS." 

Waltham Abbey, '.EBl!ex. 
W. WINTERS, Editor. 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY-No. X. 
MR. s. T. BELCHER, PASTOR, HOMERTON-ROW, LONDON, 

BLESSED is the man of whom it may be said, "From a child thou 
hast known the Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 

sal,ation." 
But this blessedness belongeth not unto me, for my parents, like 

Galleo, "cared for none of these things." What little religious teaching 
I ever had was from an aged grandmother, when but a child, who taught 
me the Lord's prayer and a few of the collects, and the first chapter of 
John. 

I was born in Warwickshire in 1843, and at an early age began to 
realise my share in Adam's lot : " Of the sweat of thy brow shalt thou 
eat thy bread ; " for to this day I have never been allowed to eat the 
bread of idleness. 

My life has not been altogether uneventful. When a child of four an 
accident to my foot rendered me a cripple for many months, the village 
doctor declaring that nothing but amputation of the foot would save 
my life, but an old woman undertook to cure me, and did. 

Twice I was saved from falls, once from drowning, once from fever, 
once from violence, and once, by grace, from the pit of hell ; once I was 
lost in London, and found in Marylebone Workhouse ; once I was lost 
in the ruins of the fall, and found by Him who came to seek, and to 
save them that were lost. Once I was dead in sin, but now, by the 
grace of God, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave Himself for me. 

The fortunes of my early life were very stern. My father was a 
passionate man and of a roving disposition, consequently frequently out 
of employment, and to obtain fresh would go from town to town, and 
when settled, my mother and family (myself the eldest) would shortly 
follow. 

The hardships entailed by these periodical freaks of my father caused 
me many a heartache in my early days, which left their indelible marks 
on a delicate constitution and a sensitive nature. 

My father was a sawyer, and when I was but eight years of age he took 
me to work with him in the sawpit as a wedge boy, then in the sawpit 
as a pullty, and subsequently, when but 12 years of age, I was master of 
the pit, and worked as bottom sawyer in the place of a man. 

On my father leaving for the Crimea, having joined the Army 
Working Corps, I worked as a pitman with a man, until I got so dis
gusted with his drunken habits that I left him, and obtained a situation 
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at a wholesale grocer's, where I remained for five years, during which 
time my scanty earnings were the chief support of our home. 

When I was 19 years of age my father died, and twelve months after 
my mother married again, and I married too ; and we were both married 
at the same time, at the same church, and by the same clergyman. This 
was the best day's work I ever did. For the Word says, " Whoso 
findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and shall obtain favour of the Lord." 
Twenty-eight years' experience has proved that I both found the one and 
obtained the other. But, no thanks to me. To God be all the praise! 

Shortly after my marriage I obtained a good situation in a West-end 
establishment, my present situation at Millwall arising out of that, the 
proprietors being the same until some eighteen months ago, when the 
business changed hands. 

I have already alluded to the hardships of my early life. But it 
would be strange indeed if the darkest life had not known some sunny 
days of childhood; for who can forget their innocent glee when 
gambling in the meadows, gathering the buttercup and the daisy, and 
welding chains of dandelion links ?-links so tender that e-rnn a pinch 
might sever them ; links which remind us of the after chain of life, 
welded to all appearance by the cords of deep affection, but which, alas ! 
are snapped with the most relentless force by our sometime seeming 
friends! 

Life is balanced by light and shade ; it is not all light, and, thank 
God, it is not all shade. · 

The eight years' experience which followed my removal to the west 
,of the city stand in vivid contrast to the first eight years ofmy life; for 
the one was light of childhood's innocence whatever I may have suffered, 
while the other was the darkness of sin in the valley of the shadow of 
death. Being of a cheerful and vivacious disposition, and thrown by 
my new occupation into lively society, I soon became a favourite with a 
certain clique as an aspirant for theatrical honours. Nor was this all. 
Satan has so many attractions for lively souls, and sin is garbed with 
such varied hues, that their fascinations become to the soul what the 
()andle's flicker is to the moth, until its wings are singed, and it falls a 
vietim to the remorseless flame. 

Amongst my multiform pleasures the stage was the chief attraction, 
and I was about ta enter the theatrical profession when a fever brought 
me near to death: but God, who is rich in mercy, spared me. During 
my illness I hi,d many serious impressions about my soul, but my 
recovery proved that they were but impressions, for'· being let go I went 
again to my own company," where I remained for a few months only, when 
the Lord mercifully stopped me in my mad career by the fulfilment of 
His own promise : '' A little child shall lead them.'' Our second 
dau"hter. a child of about six years of age, had been for an outing with 
her ';',.randparents in the 0otmtry, who were God-fearing people ; and 
on °the Sunday morning following her return I hnd breakfasted, 
and was preparing for sundry jobs such as I usually performed on the 
Lord's-day, when sud~enly the dea: child ran up to me, threw_ her a~·ms 
around me and shakmg and tnggmg away at my knees, exclaimed ma 
winning piaintive strain: "Oh, dada, dad,t, why don't you take me to 
chapel o~ Sundnys? Ganpa always does when I'm in the country I Why 
don't you take me, dada, eh? Dada, why don't you take me?" 
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Any attempt to describe my feelings accurately at this particular 
juncture of my life is beyond my powers of description. I trembled 
and shook like an aspen leaf. I was petrified with astonishment. Tears 
1could come to my eyes, and a big lump in my throat, and the dear 
child, in her persistent simplicity, would keep tugging away at my 
knees, plying the same query, "Dada, dada, why don't you take me 
to chapel ? " 

I tried to resist the appeal, fighting for the moment against my 
better feelings. But what was I that I could withstand God? for surely 
the Lord was in the place, and I knew it not. Hitherto the strong man 
armed had kept his palace, and his goods were in peace-even the 
peace of death; but now the stronger than he had come, and was about 
to spoil him of his goods. 

I cried and laughed by turns, and tried in vain to hide my shame ; 
but still the child kept tugging and plying the same plaintive strain, 
"Dada, dada, why don't you take me to chapel? Ganpa always does 
when I'm in the country! " 

My nerYes were now unstrung. I clasped the dear child in my 
arms, and covered her face with kisses, and ejaculated with broken 
accents, "Yes, yes, my child, I will, I will;" and, turning to my wife, 
I said, "Does not the Word of God say, ' Train up a child in the way it 
should go, and when it is old it will not s.epart ? ' " and " GoJ helping 
me, I will do so, even though I should go wrong, and be damned for 
e,er ! " 

In less than an hour I, with three of my children, was found in the 
last seat, in the left-hand corner of Carmel Chapel, Pimlico, whither my 
wife was frequently in the habit of attending. While memory holds 
her seat I shall never forget that day, that preacher. that text, and that 
sermon-the preacher, the late Henry Wise; the text, '' He shall be like 
a tree;" the sermon, a graphic and faithful description of the good and 
bad, and their fruits. 80 marked was the description of human 
depranty that even my thoughts of that morning were depicted, and so 
personal did everything seem to me, that I left the chapel in a rage, 
declaring that the whole thing was a concocted plan to get me there 
and to insult me. 

On reaching home T found, to my surprise, my wife's father, who 
had come from the country for the express purpose of giving me what 
he called a bit of plain English anent the life I was living, and the 
sorrow which I caused to his only daughter; and you may judge of his 
joyful surprise when he learned what had happened. The Lord was n?t 
in Lhe whirlwind of a father's righteous indignation, but in the still 
small voice of a sweetly simple child. 

I need scarcely say that from that time my outward life begun to 
amend, and each succeeding Sunday found me with the children in the 
last seat of the left-hand corner of Carmel Chapel, Pimlico. I did really 
wish to be good, and even tried to be good, but, alas ! I frequently 
found "old Adam too strong for young Melancthon." 

Hitherto I had been an utter stranger to the way of salvation, and 
the work of the Holy Ghost in the soul was a thing which I had to 
learn in much patience and affliction. My old companions were at first 
a great terror to me. But when once the resolution was formed to be 
rid of them, the task was easy and firmly accomplished; and even in 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 311 

after years I met a man, who told me he traced his own conversion to 
the determined manner with which I withstood him, alleging. as he did 
at the time, that Christianity must be something very real to change a 
man like me. 

But my greatest trouble was that which was going on within me. I 
was amazed, and even startled at the wickedness of my sinful heart, for 

'' The more I strove against sin's power, 
I sinned and stumbled but the more." 

The more I resolved to live a quiet happy life, the more my 
wretched temper would blight my dearest hopes. My fellow-servants 
gibed me with madness, and nearly drove me to it, for oft I would go 
for days in 1:mllen, brooding silence. Having no knowledge of the 
Bible, and a great desire to obtain it, I took to pieces an old Bible, 
carrying a section thereof about with me, reading as I went my daily 
rounds, until by this means I had read the Bible through. This con
tinuous course of Bible reading brought before me much which 
astonished me, comforted me, and frightened me. Election seemed an 
awful thing, and in my mind too repugnant to be of such a good and mer
ciful God as I had conceived He ou_qht to be ; but there it stood, in spite 
of all reasoning : "Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God." 
"Whom He did foreknow, them He did predestinate." '· Jacob have I 
loved, and Esau have I hated." "That the purpose of God according 
to election might stand, not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy." 

These and sundry other texts were proofs enough as to the truth, but 
alas! alas! if this be true (and it is). it must be a foregone conclusion 
that I am for ever lost. The anguish of my soul became intense, and I 
wished myself dead to know the dreaded worst. Being one day in the 
shop of my father-in-law, I found John Bunyan's '' Grace Abounding," 
"Imputed Righteousness," and Philpot's "Heir of Heaven Walking in 
Darkness, and Heir of Hell Walking in Light," the reading of which 
gave me no comfort. The one puzzled me, the other startled me. and 
the other frightened me, and made me more miserable than ever, for if 
I bad a ray of light, I concluded that it was from hell. 

I was now a member of the Bible-class at Carmel, conducted by 
brother J. P. Barradell, who appeared to take some considerable 
interest in me, One day. in opening the class, he called upon me to 
pray. This was awful ! for me to pray while I knew not how ! I 
trembled from head to foot, and thought I must sink through the floor. 
A owever, I responded to the call, and arose, though what I said I can
not tell. I can but trust it was a prayer of faith, which God in His 
mercy heard and answered. This work continued to grow in intensity, 
and I was for some time the subject of many fears, that I some
times thought hell itself was in me. I would weep and pray, and 
pray and weep, and then give way to deep despair. 

A few pages of Paine's "Age of Reason," which I had read while 
standino- in a second-hand bookseller's, was bearing fearful fruit, and 
telling heavily upon me. But by this time I had committed to memory 
the 13th chapter of Matthew's GospeI, and _the parable of the stony
ground hearers had made such an unpress10n upon me that I '>Yell 
remember ]ookino· up to heaven and saying, '' Lord, hast Thou given me 
this portion of Thy work to be as a lifeboat to me in after-life, lest I 
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should be like those who hear only and have no root in them nnd perish; 
if so, Lord, do let it cleave to me as long as life shall last, that it may 
keep me, lest I fail and hold not, lest I perish; for they only shall be 
saved which shall endure to the end." Thank God, that till this day 
He has answered that prayer, and p1·oved one line from His own Word 
was worth ten thousand "Ages of Reason," and a beautiful, powerful 
antidote for carnal reason and unbelief. 

By this time the pastor had left Carmel, and the Church was having 
supplies, and though I had profited under Mr. Wise's ministry, I do not 
-recollect anything ,ery special attracting my soul's attention like the 
first sermon. I always listened well, and heard the Word with joy, when 
one Lord's-day the pulpit was filled by Mr. John Bennett, and his text 
was, "Thine eye shall see the King in His beauty," and of a truth the 
promise was fulfilled to me on the spot. The preacher was wonderfully 
helped to preach so full and precious a Christ that my heart was filled 
with joy and gladneEs, and, like Elijah, I did eat and drink, and went 
in the strength of that meat for many days. 

Subsequently Mr. Bennett received and accepted a call to the pas
torate. During his probation I was much encouraged; I was enabled to 
see that not only was I a sinner by original sin and actual guilt, but 
that Christ died to save such, for, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us; but still the great problem I wanted solved was-Did He die 
for me? The Word said, " He that believeth hath everlasting life." 
My heart and conscience said, Yes, and "I believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God; " but Satan, who seemed to track me everywhere, said, 
"Yes ! and the devils believe and tremble, and you may have all this 
faith, all these tears, and all these fears, aye, and believe all Scripture, 
and yet be damned, for your heart is sinful still." That my heart 
was sinful I was quite convinced, but that I should perish as a believer 
I felt must be a lie, and I argued the devil thus. Jesus says, " None can 
come except the Father draw him." I come, therefore I must be drawn. 
" Him that cometh I will in no wise cast out." Shall I believe Him, or 
you? "Yes," he answered, "but your sinful thoughts, your hasty 
temper, your recent unbelief that God exists, all prove you wrong.'' And 
I replied, "Ah! perhaps they may; but God knows me better than you. 
He knows I'm a sinner; He knows I want to be saved; He knows I've 
done my best to be the best, and yet I :find myself the worst. What else 
can I do but simply trust in Jesus Christ? This is all I can do now, and 
all I mean to try, so if I'm damned at last it shall be as a believer, for 
I'll sitnply sit at Jesu's feet, and He shall be my all in all, and take me 
as I am." 

On the following Saturday, while musing on these important matters, 
and filled mth doubts and fears, these words came suddenly to me: 
" Have I been so long a time with thee, and yet hast thou not known 
me?" And I stood still in the street and said, "Yes, Lord, yes, I see 
it all nov.--. ' I believe ; help Thou my unbelief.'" From that time 
peace, like a river, flowed into my soul. 

The next day being Sunday, I was much blessed under the Word, 
and especially in the singing of that hymn-

" If I die with mercy sought, 
When I the King have tried, 

This were to die, delightful thought, 
As sinner never died.'' 
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Hhortly after I applied for Chnrch fellowship, related my experience 
1111d was led through the ordinance of believers' baptism by brother ,Joh~ 
Rennctt, the late pastor of this Church. 

( To br ronlinucd.) 

THE NATURE OF A GOSPEL CHURCH. 
An Address ~leli11ered at t!tB R1cognilion of MR. R. T. B~:r.f'm:R, at 

Homertrm-rozc, J1me 30th, ] 891. 

BY R. E. SEARS. 

( Cont illlwd fro111, JJOfJe 280.) 

IJ.-WE HAVE NO\\' TO LOOK AT THE CHCRCH IN HER VARfOUS 
oRnANIZED ASSEMBLIES: the Gospel, or New Testament Church. 

We read of "The Church which was at Jerusalem;" not, the 
Church of Jerusalem, but the Church at, or in Jerusalem. "The Chnrch 
of God which is at Corinth." We read of Churches : '• Then had the 
Churches rest throughout all Judea·• (Acts ix. i:11). "Paul went 
through Syria confirming the Churches" (Acts xv . .J.l ). "He that 
bath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the Churches" 
(Rev. ii. 7). "All the Churches shall know that I am He which 
searcheth the reins and hearts'' (Rev. ii. 23). "I .Jesus have sent 
Mine angel to t,estifv unto yon these things in the Churches" (ReL 
xxii. 16/. 

The Church of ('Mist appears on earth in distinct assembliP,.~ ,- anrl as 
the truth spreads, as the light is diffused abroad. these Churches will be 
multiplied a thousand-fold. We daily pray for the establishment of new 
Churches. 

The Churches mentioned in the New Testament are all the same in 
tlteir nature and constitution. All were formed after the original model 
,_vhich was given by Christ Himself. Every New Testament Church, 
every Gospel Church, is a manifestation of the nature of the One 
Church. "The Church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the 
truth" (1 Tim. iii. 1;,). 

The term used ia the New Testament for Church, in classical Greek 
denotes an assembly of the citizens summoned 'by the crier; the legis
Iati,·e assembly, in distinction from a mere concourse. Its radical sig
nification is a called-out assembly. 

A Church is therefore AX ASSEl[BLY. A Christian Church is an 
assembly of ChrisUrms; it is an organised assembly. A Gospel Church, 
or a Kew Testament Church, is an assembly organized according to the 
will of Cltrist as rPl'Paled in His Word. We obgerve : 

1. A Gospel Church is dii•ine in its constitution. If there is any 
drparture from Gospel order, the assembly, wherernr, or whatever it 
may be, ceases to be a Gospel Church. It may be a large and influential 
assembly; it may assemble in an expensive and beau.t~h~l building_;. (t 
1my be ministered t0 by an eloqueat and l~arned mm1ster '. ~ut 1t 1t 
has departed from the model Church of the New Testament, 1t 1s no~ a 
f-¼ospel Church. 'i~e must not forget that Christ is King: in _Zion. 
"And here is a strik11JO" fact "--says one-" au enthroned Saviour 1s one 
of the last doctrines ; man cordially receives. Christ is often ado:-ed 

X 
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as a risen Saviour, where He is ignored as a rightful Sovereign. 
Thousands subscribe to Him as an atoning Redeemer, but not as a 
reigning King. They admit that He has atoned, but not that He is 
enthronrd. His censer is accepted, but His sceptre is rejected. As a 
Priest, He has their professed confidence ; but as a Prince, He lacks 
their obedience. And as worldling-s delight in a God who is all mercy, 
with no moral law, so many professors appear to glory in a Saviour 
who is all love with no legislative authority." 

2. A Gospel Church is spiritual in its nature. Truthfully it has 
been said, " The Church is not a number of unregenerate people coming 
together entirely of their own notion to defend such and such dogmas. 
Such persons may form a club, but they cannot make a Church. There 
must be a coming togethe~ ?f renewed men, in the name of Jesus, by 
the power of the Holy Spmt, and these must meet for purposes which 
God Himself ordains, and be joined together after His own fashion. 
Jesus must be the uniting corner-stone, and His Spirit the indwelling 
power. "Ye must be born again." · 'rhere must be a spiritual nature 
before there can be spiritual service. No one bas any right to member
ship in a Christian Church, without eYidence of a new life. "Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His'' (Roni. viii. 
~). If a man gives no evidence of belonging to Christ, he has no right 
to belong to a Christian Church. The only proper materials for this 
"spiritual house," this living temple of the Redeemer's residence and 
glory, are "living stones ; " spiritual persons, such as are truly born of 
God. They are called "believers," "saints," "faithful," "holy 
brethren," "sons," and "heirs of God," &c. They are described as 
being "chosen," "called," "called to be saints,'' "begotten unto a 
lively hope," "sanctified in Christ Jesus,'' "a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works." "obedient children "-having one Lord, one faith, and one 
baptism. Only those who are born of God can worship God aright. 
Purity loves purity, and a spiritual nature discerns the spiritual One. 

Only spiritual worship is acceptable to God. It is not the pile of 
splendid architecture; not the marble pillars, stained glass windows, 
and tesselated pavement; not gorgeously-attired priests, living specimens 
of the milliner's art; not the strains of music, nor the fragrance of 
incense rare; not the genuflections of a mere formality. There may 
be all these, and much more, and yet only a stench in the nostrils of the 
Almighty. "God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship 
Hirn in spirit and in truth." It is the worship of the heart that God 
a-::cepts; worship in His own appointed way. Outward show may 
please the carnal mind, but only inward reality will God accept. 

::l. A Gospel Church is "the pillar and basement of the truth;" 
therefore, love .for the truth of God is necessary for membership. The 
Church is to contend earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to the 
saints. If members are admitted into the Church without agreeing 
with the doctrines of the Gospel, they will be a source of weakness, and 
a cause of strife. The entrance to the Church must be carefully 
guarded! 

4. A Gospel Church is an assembly of baptized believers. Jesus 
made disciples; and the disciples so made were baptized. Jesus Him
self was immersed in Jordan's stream. We have, not only Christ's 
r,:cimple, but we have Christ's commission, "Go ye, therefore, and teaoh 
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all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost" (Matt. xxviii. 1 9 ). "Go ye into all the world, 
Rnd preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned'' 
(Mark xvi. 15, 16). 

The only mode of baptism is immersion; and the only subjects for 
baptism are believers in Jesus. "A lad, the rnn of Mr. Abraham Austin, 
many years ago pastor of the Baptist Church meeting in Elim Chapel, 
Fetter-lane, was sent to a s;:bool where the Church of England catechism 
was taught. Abraham (that was his name) was compelled to stand up 
with the other boys. It happened one day that it came to his turn to 
answer this question: 'Why then are infants baptized, when by rearnn 
of their tender age they cannot perform them' (that is, the conn.itions 
of repentance and faith)? Abraham looked full in his master's face, 
and said, 'Why, indeed, sir?' He was not asked to recite any more. 

How did the apostles interpret the Saviour's comwand? When the 
promised Spirit was fresh upon them, in the plenitude of His grace, 
how did they act? They preached the Gospel; and those that repented 
of their sins, and believed in Jesus, were immersed, and added to the 
Church. Yes, every one of them obeyed their Lord; all were baptized. 

We are Baptists because we wish to be loyal to Christ. We have no 
right to take anything from the Master's commission. If we take 
baptism from it, why not take away preaching? Rightly bas one said: 
"Take away the commission of my Lord, and I have no ground to stand 
upon. I desirP, here, very lovingly, yet earnestly, to point out the 
inconsistency of some evangelical brethren. They do not realise it. 
That is the reason I now point it out. Just think-those of you who 
have given up baptism-how you are playing into the hands of sceptics. 
If you can wipe a part of the Lord's commission out at your discretion, 
why not all? And if the commission, why not everything in the ~ew 
Testament?" All truth is precious; and all is immortal ! The beauti
ful ordinance of believers' baptism-beautiful as an emblem of the 
awful baptism of Christ in suffering and woe; beautiful as an emblem 
of His death, burial, and resurrection; beautiful as an emblem of the 
believer"s death to sin, and his new life of holiness-this ordinance "\\ill 
never die. It will live to the end of time. 

5. A Gospel Church is an assembly of baptized believers, mutually 
rtgreein,q to meet to_qethp,r in one place for the wnrship of God, and the 
keepinq of GospP-l ordinances. The headship of Christ is acknowledged, 
and the authority of His Word is undisputed. Gospei Churches are 
congregational in thPir order; and each one has a perfect right to manage 
its own affairs according to the revealed will of Christ. " It is the glory 
of our congregationalism," says Dr. Stock, "that it is entirely dependent 
upon the Holy Spirit for its vigour and Pjficiency. This is one of the 
strong-est argume~ts in its favour. Without the Divine Comt:o~ter it is 
nothing. Established Churches may be propped up by the cm! power, 
and may be preserved in a_ sort of dead life long after their vitality h~s 
fled. But it cannot be so with our Churches. They are dependant for their 
continued existence upon the truth, and zeal, and grace that are in them." 

" We rear no altar-Thou hast died; 
We deck no priestly shrine; . 

What need h1we we of creature-aid 1 
The power to save is Thine. 

We ask no bright shekinah-cloud 
To glorify the place; 

Give, Lord, the substance of that sign
A plenitude of grace. 
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KA rushin~. mighty wind we ask; I Liirht up this house with glory, Lord· 
Ko tongues nf flame desire: The glon· of that love ' 

Grnnt U8 the Spirit's quickening li;rht, Which forms and saves a Churoh below 
His purifying fire. And makes a heaven above." • 

G. A Gospel Chm-eh has two ordinances to keep:-BAPTIS)r and THE 
LORD·~ Sr PP ER. Baptism is the badge of discipleship; and its place is at 
the door of the church. There is a spiritual kingdom, and there is a 
Yisible kingdom. Regeneration is the door of the spiritual kingdom; 
only those who are born again can see it. This birth is the work of the 
Spirit, and repentance is one of the first-fruits. But those who have 
seen the spiritual kingdom should enter the visible kingdom. Baptism 
is the door. The unbaptized believer has no right to any of the privi-
leg-es of a Gospel Church. If they have not love enough to be baptized, 
certainly they have not grace enough to come to the Lord's Table. 

The Lord's Supper is a Church ordinance; and therefore only baptt'ud' 
believers have a scriptural right to pqrfake of it. There is no authority 
for open communion in the Word of God. All who practice it weaken, 
their testimony against infant sprinkling! We are Strict Baptists; 
because the Lord has required it; He has commanded us to keep the· 
ordinances as they were delivered. As it regards honesty and purity, can• 
one be too strict ? And can we too strictly adhere to our Master's; 
commands? 

7. PASTORS and DEACONS are the only officers in the Church; and 
every Church has the right to elect them. Every pastor is a New 
Testament bishop; and hi~ work is principally of a spiritual character:
" The ministry of the Word." The work of the deacons is principally 
to conduct the temporal ·affairs of the Church; but they may become· 
great helps in spiritual matters. Deacons should be men sound in the· 
faith, kind, benevolent, and of thorough business habits. The book
keeping of the Church should be faultless; and an account should be· 
periodically rendered. 

8. A Gospel Church should not only be conservative, but a_qgressive; 
it should not only "hold fast," but "hold forth" the word of life. A 
Gospel Church should be a centre of life and activity; every member 
seeking to help on the good work. "He gave to evPry man his work." 
"What I say unto you, I say unto all, WATCH." "Pray without 
reasin_q." "Contend earne.~tly for the faith once delivered unto the saints." 
"Keep the ordinances as I delivered them unto you." 

We have said that the power of a Gospel Church is the presence of 
the Holy Spirit. W. Arthur hl:l-s said:-" When a lecturer on electricity 
wants to show an example of a human body surcharged with his fire, he 
places a person on a stool with glass legs. The glass serves to isolate 
him from the earth. because it will not conduct the fire-the electric 
fluid: were it not for this, however much might be poured into his 
frame, it would be carried away b_y the earth; but, when thus isolated 
from it, he retains all that enters him. You see no fire, you hear no 
fire; but you are told that it is pouring into him. Presently you are· 
challenged to the proof-asked to come near, and hold your hand close 
to his person; when you do so a spark of fire shoots out towards you. 
If thou, then, wouldst h·we thv soul surcharged with the fire of God, 
enter into thy closet, and shut · to thy door, and there, isolated, "before 
the throne," a.wait the baptism; then the fire shall fill thee, and when 
thou comest forth, holy power will attend thee, and thou shalt labour, 
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11ot in thine own strength, but "with demonstration of the Spirit, and 
with power." 

Dear John Cooper, of fragrant memory, wrote:-'· Thns divinely 
founded, organised, governed, and blessed, the Church of the :N cw 
Testament is also honoured with the presence and resident glory of its 
Lord and King. Adorned as the spouse of Christ, with all the transcen
•dant excellencies of His relative character, and being 'perfect through 
the comeliness' which He hath put, upon her, she is the object of Bis 
infinite complacency and delight, while His commendations of the bride 
,causes her 'renown to go forth among the heathen.' For ' the King's 
-d;1ughter is all glorious within; her clothing is of wrou,ght gold. She 
shall be brought unto the King in raiment of needle-work; the virgins, 
her companions tl:at follow her, shall be brought unto Him' (Psa. xiv. 
rn, 14). 'As a company of horses in Pharaoh's chariot' also ( Song of 
,Sol. i. 9), the Church is invested and adorned with regal honours, and is 
,distinguished by the dignity of its position, the royalty of its character, 
the unity of its strength, and the splendour of its triumphs, going forth 
with the chariot of salvation among the nations of the world, while 
over all the earth the exulting exclamation is destined to resound, 'Who 
is this that, looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with banners?'" (Song of Sol. vi. 10). 

The s.,at of Thy Creator's grace; A guard of heavenly warriors waitq; 
·" Happy the Church, thou sacred place, I Thy walls are strength, and at thy gates 

Thine holy courts are His abode, Nor shall thy deep foundations move, 
Thou earthly palace of our God! Fix'd on His counsels and His love." 

"Now unto HDr that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us; lTXTO 
HIM be glory in THE CHURCH, by Christ Je,us throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen" (Eph. iii. 20, 21). 

OUR DENOMIN A.TIONAL GLORY. 
BY s. GRAY, P.A.STOH, BRIGHTON. 

PAPER I. 

WE need beg no man's pardon in affirming that Baptists are not a 
whit behind others in their record, and that in some respects they 

are without compare. It may prove exhilarating to consider our positive 
.Scripturalness, our unchallengeable antiquity, our noble army of martyrs 
.and sufferers, and our historic dignity. In this paper we shall concern 
ourselves only with the first-mentioned ray of our denominational 
glory:-

POSITIVE SCRIPTURALNESS. 

Baptists can give chapter and verse for their practice; but this 
cannot be done by those who diffe1· from them. 

Our MODE is Scriptural. Let Men.no Simon, the English Lollards, 
and the late Dean Stanley speak. Menno Simon, who laboured so man
fully and fruitfully during the 16th century in Holland and elsewhere, 
maintained that "after we have searched ever so diligently, we shall 
find no other baptism but dipping in water, which is acceptable to God, 
and approved in His Word" (Arch. of Baptism, p. 26-!). The English 
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Lollards, of Henry VIII.'s day, published their views on baptism in a 
work entitled, "The Sum of the Holy Scriptures." This work shows 
what manner of men these Lollards were. 'l'hey say, "We are dipped 
under as a sign that we are dead and buried, as Paul writes (Rom. vi.; 
Col. ii.). It is the same to God whether you are 80 years old when you 
are baptized, or 20." This work was reviewed by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and condemned as denying the ''baptism" of his "church." 
But that goes for little where the enquiry is (not, "What saith the 
Prayer-book t" but) "What saith the Bible?'' With a Prayer-book 
under his arm, Dean Stanley said, "There can be no question that the 
original form of baptism-the very meaning of the word-was complete 
immersion in the deep baptismal watem; and that, for the first four 
centuries, any other form was regarded as almost a monstrous case. A 
few drops of water are now the Western substitute for the three-fold 
plunge into the rushing rivers, or the wide baptisteries of the East." 
This witness is true. But who authorised the substitution of a few 
drops for the plunge ? 

Dipping was practised by John, who was surnamed "the dipper," 
by reason of his administering the ordinance. Jesus requested baptism, 
saying, "Suffer it to be." This request was paraphrased about 200 
years afterwards by Hippolytus, thus: "Baptize Me, John, in order that 
no one may despise baptism." Jesus Himself made and baptized more 
disciples than John. The forerunner's disciples came to their master 
one day, saying, "Rabbi, He to whom thou bearest witness, the same 
baptizeth, and all men come to Him." Nothing can be clearer than that 
multitudes were baptized under the superintendence of Him who was 
greater than the greatest. Be finally gave His followers their standing 
orders on this wise: " Go, teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." In view of 
tltis royal commission of King Jesus, the advice given to their brethren 
by certain Baptists of .A.ugsburg was truly excellent: "If anyone asks 
you why you were baptized, tell him to go and ask Jesus, the Son of 
God; He will tell you why He gave the command." No better advice 
can be gi,en to any whom it may concern in 1891, than this which 
was written from prison in 1528 by Baptists whom Rhegius, the perse
cuting Lutheran pastor, had incarcerated. 

Our SUBJECTS are Scriptural. .Jesus has only authorised the 
baptism of believers. " The Noble Lenson" of the Piedmontese 
Waldenses (1100 A.D.), speaking of the apostles, observes: "They spoke 
without fear of the doctrine of Christ; they preached to Jews and 
Greeks, working many miracles, and those that believed they baptized 
in the name of .Jesus ChriBt" (Ivemey, vol. i., p. 26). Brat~, in 1390, 
acrreed with these Waldenses; for Fox says of him, "He helrl that faith 
should precede baptism." Brute was right, and the Reformation 
Baptists were like-minded men. Baptists in Zurich told their Zwringlian 
persecutors, "CbriBt required belief before baptism.'' Z\Vringle says 
that the BaptiBts plainly called him and his holy baptizing followers, 
"half Papists." And no wonder, seeing that these Baptists regarded 
infant baptism as '' the Pope's h~qhest and first abomination.'' When 
Zwringle urged that the silence of the New Testament permits infant 
baptism, noble and gracious Hubmeyer replied, "The command is to 
baptize those who believe; to baptize those who do not believe, therefore, 
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is forbidden. For example, Christ commanded His apostles to preach 
the Gospel; in so doing, the d1ctrines of men were forbidden.'' The 
accomplished Hubmeyer disposed of (Ecolampadius in argument as 
easily as he had dispo3ed of Zwringle. Here is a colloquy between 
them:-

CE. " It is ridiculous to say that the Christian Church has been in 
the wrong so many centuries." 

H. "That is a loose argument commonly used by the godless. You 
must be hard-pushed to brandish this sword of straw. If it had been 
sharp it would have pierced you long ago when handled by the Papists." 

CE. " It bas been the custom of Mother Church to baptize infante.'' 
H. "Yes, of the Papal, but not of the Christian Mother Church. 

Not of the Father of the Church, who is in heaven, or He would have 
His Son plant it.'' 

CE. " What need is there of separation on account of water ? " 
H. " It is not a matter of water, but of the high command and 

baptism of Christ. Water is not baptism. 
CE. " I will prove my stat.ement out of Exodus.'' 
H. "Baptism is a ceremony of the New Testament. I demand a 

text, with which you support infant baptism, out of the New Testament." 
(To be continued.) 

THE UNFAILING GOODNESS OF GOD. 
Notes of the last Sermon preached by the late MR. H. HA.LL, at 

Ebenezer, Clapham, on Sunday evening, October 19tA, 1890. 
'' Blessed is be that considereth the poor: the Lord will deliver him in time of 

trouble. 'l'he Lord will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he shall be blessed 
upon the earth: and Thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies. The 
Lord will s·rengthen him upon the bed of languishing: Thou wilt make all his bed 
ia his sickness."-Psa. xli. 1-3. 

UTE may look at this text-first, in reference to Christ, and secondly, 
ll with regard to His people. 

I. Who are the poor? The Word of God is full of the characteristics 
of His people, and this is one of them. He has said, " The poor shall 
not cease out of the land.'' The fields were not to be thoroughly cleared, 
some of the corn was to be left for the poor to glean; and so of the fruit 
of the vines and other trees. When Christ commenced His ministration 
on the earth, it was to the poor. He came among the poor, and was one 
of them. So poor that at His birth He had not the ordinary necessary 
attendance. He was not only poor, but persecuted and affiided all His 
life long. He had not where to lay His head. Women ministered to 
Him. He worked in the day and prayed at night. He had no fortune 
for His mother when He gave her into John's care. He had no tomb, 
but was buried in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. Thus, while He made 
His grave with the wicked, He was with the rich in His death. He was 
scorned, reviled, and crucified, yet He could and did say, "It is finished," 
ere He gave up His Spirit. He was not left wit~out witness~s; J ?seph 
of Arimathea and Nicodemus were among the rich. He Himself 1cas 
rich, yet for our sakes became po~r, that we, through His poverty, mig~t 
be rich. Many, yea most, of His people are among the poor of this 
world, yet-
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'' Though the world may think it strange, 
They would not with the world C'xchaoge." 

Poor, for "All ha,·e sinned and come short of the glory of God," autl 
herein is their poverty. Many deny the Scriptures, and tell us that man 
has something good left in him. What does the word mean ? " There 
is none that doeth good; no, not one." "The carnal mind is enmity 
against God." "When He seeth that their power is gone, and there is 
none ~hut up or left." All the Lord's people are brought to know their 
poverty. His people do not know their poverty till light is made to 
shine into them. Then they see their lost and _ruined condition, and 
that they are under the law and are cursed. 

'· That their best is stained and dyed with sin, 
Their all is nothing worth." · 

It is only when the Holy Ghost speaks home the word that they realize 
their sins are forgiven. While we imagine we can do anything, we shall 
not come to Christ for whole help, though we may for a little. Christ 
will be a whole Saviour or none. The Christian is so poor that he finds 
he can do nothing of himself, cannot enjoy communion with heaven 
cannot "keep" himself. His prayer is, " Hold Thou me up and I shaii 
he safe." May we more and more feel our pove,:ty, that we may realize 
the preciousness of the riches of divine grace. 

II. Christ i,s He that considcreth the poor. Blessed is he that 
considereth the poor, that meditates on them, and bears them in mind. 
Christ considered His poor to purpose. His was practical sympathy. 
He took them into union with Himself, and this is a union that nothing 
can dissolve-a love that nothing can sever from or destroy. He has 
taken all their blackness and their defilement. He drank of the brook in 
the way. David stepped over the brook; Christ stepped over nothing
He removed everything out of the way. There was no other way of 
saving them. He went through all the afflictions of His people, purged 
away all their sins by His precious blood-shedding. "The chastisement 
of our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed." 
There is no way of appearing before God but in Christ-washed in His 
blood and made whiter than snow, and fitted for the gloriworld. 
For-

" He will not dwell in glory 
And leave them behind.'' 

The "head" will not be in heaven and the "foot" in hell. Poor, but 
proud; no humility except by the grace of God. We may be poor, and 
as proud as Lucifer; rich, and yet humble as the apostle when he said, 
"By the grace of God I am what I am." "My people shall be willing 
in the day of My power "-willing as Rebekah was to be the wife of 
Isaac. He was rich. He never lost His righteousness nor His holiness, 
yet He remembered us in our low estate, and came down to be our mercy 
and our peace. He considers them in their poverty in circumstances, 
ministers to their necessities, and makes their bed in their sicknesses. 
He has gone to prepare-not cottages-but mansions for them. " The 
Lord will deliver them in time of trouble." The Jews could not touch 
Him till His hour had come. On one occasion He passed out of their 
midst, and then He gave Himself up, after they went backward and fell 
to the ground. His exaltation was on the ground of His sufferings. 
Another view: Christ was poor. Blessed are they who consider this poor 
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Man. Women considered Him, and ministered unto Him; the apostles 
considered Him; Nicodemus considered Him; .Joseph of Arimathea con
sidered Him; the women considered Him when they brought spices to 
embalm Him. And thus, "A cup of cold water in His name shall in no 
wise lose its reward." The spiritually poor consider Him and want to 
trust Him, and hang their all upon Him. We desire to consider Him 
in secret as well as in public, and speak well of His name. We would 
choose rather to suffer with Him than enjoy the pleasures of sin. He 
leads His people in ways they know not, and in paths they have not trod, 
that they may have fellowship with Him in lJ is sufferings. "The Lord 
shall deliver him in time of trouble." What a troublous life was .J acob·s ! 
But what did he say at the last? Why, "The angel that led me and fed 
me, red,eemed m1 from all evil." Hezekiah, too, was delivered in tim':! of 
trouble, and many others since his day. There is a spiritual trouble and 
anguish of mind which He will deliver His own out of. Again, " Blessed 
is he that considereth the poor," naturally, for He lendeth to the Lord. 
There is that scattereth and yet increaseth. May the Lord give the 
necessary grace in this respect. How many of us see the Lord .Jesus 
(Jhrist in Bis people ? He says, " Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the 
least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me." Amen. 

WALKING WITH GOD. 

BY LILY E. HARRIS. 

"''Enoch walked with God, and he was not; for God tookhim."-Gen. v.:!4; scea.lso Heb. xi. 5, tL 

HE .walked with God,-so near, he caught heaven's sunshine, 
And mirrored back to earth its glorious light. 

He, but a sinful man, a finite mortal, 
Friend and companion of the Infinite. 

He walked with God-walked with a faith unquivering 
That lays within a Father's hand its own; 

And gazing in that face that ne'er has mocked it, 
Trusts Him to lead through all the path unknown. 

Oh, man beloved ! Thy faith so all-confiding 
Rath pleased Him who ever faithful is. 

Ask what thou wilt, for in thy Lord-abiding, 
All, all thy will is sweetly blent with His. 

He was not, for e'en while with God conversing. 
His soul drank in the glorious truths made known, 

While thrilled with wonder at the love unfathomed 
Of Him whose life was pledged to save Hi,, own. 

God took him, and his image, while reflecting 
The Master's own, that shone with radiant light, 

Changed 10 the same, from glory unto glory: 
Faitn's work is done-he walks with God by sight. 

Be still, my heart: oh! why this anxious throbbing? 
My spirit pants, ,ea. struggles to be free-

Free frc-m the sins that from Thy side withhold me; 
Oh, Jesus, let me likewise walk with Thee. 

Thou knowest all ; Thou Jmowest that I love Thee, 
Though prone, ao prone, to wa~der fro':11 Thy side, 

Mistrusting e'en the hand that still sustams me, 
And fearing in Thy promise to confide. 
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Oh, Thou long-suffering, slow-to-anger Jesus! 
Hear once again, and when Thou hear'st-fvrgive. 

With perfect trust I'd lean upon Thy bosom, 
And dailr, hourly, in Thy presence live. 

Fitin would I shine more brightly to Thy glory, 
Great Source of light, oh! now re-kindle mine, 

That all around may see I've walked with Jesus, 
And own how blessed to be a child of Thine. 

Then take me in Thine arms of love, oh ! take me 
To where my longing eyes Thy face shall see, 

Where through the realms of never-ending glor.v. 
Still-still my ransomed soul shall walk with Thee. 

MR. CHARLES WILDERSPIN. 

AT Woodgrange Cemetery, Romford-road, Essex, on Monday, .June 29th, 
18~1, there stood round the open grave a large, sympathising, and sorrowful 
company to pay their last respect to the m0rtal remains of CHARLES 
WrLDERSPIN. About 150 adults (Church members and friends) and 150 
Sunday-school and Band of Hope children, was the number gathered 
together-the children and friends lining each side of the path as the 
funeral cortege entered the cemetery. The service was conducted by 
Mr .. 1. Hunt Lynn (the deceased's late pastor and friend), who delivered 
an earnest, solemn, and sympathetic address. Two hymns, special ones of 
the departed, were sung at the grave. 

Our justly-esteemed brother ended his many months' suffering on 
Midsummer Day, June 24, 1891, aged only 32, having been born at Chat
teris, Cambs., July 16, 1858. Though a short life, as considered by man, 
yet it was a long one judged by the labour he faithfully performed 
since called to the Saviour's feet for pardon. This most important change 
in bis life was effected by the Holy Ghost before Charles reached his 20th 
year, and was baptized 13 years ago by the late Mr. Tucker, of London. 
When a child he was morally and religiously trained (his father being a. 
country preacher for years), and was very obedient to his parents; his 
mother being able to look back on bis never causing her an anxious 
thought, while he, the son, treasured up as sacred his parents' letters to 
him. Immediately after his regeneration, he commenced to labour in the 
vineyard of the Lord, and at Staines and Bagsbot taught many young 
men and young women the truth of God, while, with another helper, be 
started a Sunday-school. His fellowship with the Church at Gurney
road, Stratford (J. H. Lynn the pastor) began in February. 1887; his tes
timony then given before the Church being a very marked one of God's 
dealing with his soul. Since that period our young brother has devoted 
his leisure and strength principally to the following institutions :-In the 
Church, respected, loved, " walking worthy of the vocation wherewith be 
was called," an" example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity;" in the Sunday-school, a zealous 
teacher for four years of an important class of elder girls, who were much 
attached to their spiritual guide and counsellor; in the Band of Hope, 
as its diligent superintendent for 3½ years, conscientiously carrying out 
his own convictions and practice of total abstinence in bis efforts for the 
necessary spread of such teaching amongst the young ; in the Gospel 
Band, in its Bible studies, prayer meetings, &c., his practical, honest, 
burning speeches and prayers often striking home to many heart6; in the 
Mission Hall (aH one of the committee), where his addres~es were profit
ably heard and remembered, especially on the last occasion from the text, 
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"Is it well with thee P" declaring emphatically that whether he came from 
the hospital alive or not, "it was well with his son\.'' He preached Christ 
by his life, as well as his lips, as those amongst whom be daily worked 
still testify, and especially the nurses at the hospital where be laid, 
suffering so unmnrmuringly and patiently that they said they had few 
there like him. He loved to preach the Gospel by his tongue, however, 
and embraced every opportunity for doing so. For some time he pos
sessed strong desires to become a minister of the Gospel, if health per
mitted. He married only in May, 1888, leaving behind a sorrowing 
widow and two little ones. Very attentive to his home-affectionate and 
devoted to his wife-a considerate father to his family, be will be sorely 
missed. But those Divine arms which upheld the husband during months 
of pain has borne the widow up, and caused her to find in Jesus, as never 
before," a Friend that sticketh closer than a brother,'' or husband; and 
in God, a Husband to her, and Father to her children. 

In August, 1890, the malady which ended his life specially manifested 
itself, an internal abscess, gradually developing itself into a tumour, which 
attached itself to the liver, and inwardly spread to other parts. So obscure 
and perplexing was the nature of the disease that the physicians could not, 
till further development, operate; and when able to do so, found that if 
they proceeded further death would immediately ensue. He was an in
patient and out-patient at the London Hospital for five weeks and four 
weeks respectively, then spent three weeks at his native home, and finally 
entered King's College Hospital, where he hreathed his last. 

Since Christmas last year our suffering friend became worse, and from 
that time he bas not had, be said, one hour's freedom from pain. Yet he 
per1:1evered in his daily toil and God's work till compelled to desist. Very 
fond of singing, even to the last, and while in great pain, he sang loudly 
such hymns as "For ever with the Lord;" '' God moves in a mysterious 
way;" "God be with you till we meet again;" this latter one being a 
prayer also for his wife and relatives. Not till very near his end did our 
friend Charles realise he was passing away. When told of the fact, he 
replied, "I thought I should get better. I wish to live and speak for 
Jesus." It was often his prayer at home that he and his wife might be 
spared a long time together, and be happy with their friends and chil
dren. When this seemed to be denied him, he said, "It is all right," 
feeling sure 

"God was His own interpreter, 
And He would make it plain." 

Satan was mercifully kept from tempting him, nor was he troubled in 
any special way at the last. He was kept in perfect peace, stayed on 
God, confident in Him in whom he believed. As he lived, trusting to the 
blood of Jesus, so he was dying in the same trust. On the Sunday before 
his departure his wife was led to rPad part of John xiv.," In My Father's 
house are many mansions," &c. These were the words which clung to 
her, while her hopes were for some promise from the Book that her 
husband would get better. On the d!l.y of his fallin~ asleep in Jesm1, after 
thanking the nurses for their kindness, he said, "Lift me uo, lift me up. 
I am slipping away from all of you.'' "Hold Thou me up." The Lord 
heard his feebly-spoken prayer, and did hold him up. His father then 
kissed him and said, "You are happy, my boy. You have confidence in 
God." He replied, pausing between each word:-

" Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review, 
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through." 

Later on in the day to his father and brother be said, "Good-bye." His 
wife tearfully s11id so, but the dying husband could nothear her. Thinking 
his spirit bad fled, she held his hand, when his eyes opened once more. 
One last look of recognition, one last pressure of her hand, and all pain 
ceased, life here finished, be was God's for ever, soul and spirit, till the 
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raising of the body from the tomb to be all alike glorified and bear the 
image of the heavenly One. 

The occasion of his death was improved by Mr. J. C. Hewson at 
Guerney-road on the following Sunday, his text being John :xiv. 1 uncon
sciously preaching from the same words as were last read to 'brother 
Wilderspin by his Christian wife. A large congregation of adults and 
scholars filled the chapel, much solemnity being felt. As Elijah's spirit 
fell doubly on Elisha when he received the mantle from his Master, so we 
pray that our late brother's spirit, energy, holy life, and gifts mav descend 
on another whom God may raise up. Our brother can now a~swer the 
question of one of bis favourite hymns:-

" We speak of the realms of the ble•t, 
That country so bright and so fair, 

And oft are its glories confessed, 
But what must it be to be there 1" 

SAMUEL J. TAYLOR. 

JA.NE ELIZA llETH HARRIS 

WAS born on the 26th day of December, 1818, at Wingfield, Suffolk, whose 
parents were members of the Church of England, but were free from that 
prejudice and hostility against Dissenters, and often entertained at their 
house the Baptist ministers from Horham, when engaged in their village 
preaching. Jane was brought by early convictions to fear God in her 
youth. Secret prayer and searching God's Holy Word was her daily 
exercise through all changes to her end. Her first husband's parents were 
members of the lndependent Church at Debenham, consequently Jane 
was led to attend at the Baptist Chapel at Stradbroke. The Lord had 
begun a work of grace in the heart of her former husband, William Hill, 
and was feeding them both with the Bread of Life. After their marriage, 
about forty years since, they removed to Thordon, when they became. 
attendants at Rishangles, but with the full decision they would never be 
Strict Baptists. About twenty-six years since I baptized six persons one 
Lord's-day morning, after which I preached from the words in ActR viii. 
35. In my closing remarks I said, doubtless in Philip's preaching Jesus 
to the eunuch, he must have preached the ordinance of believers' bap
tism, or how is the language of the eunuch to be accounted for: " See, 
here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized P" The Lord fastened 
these words with power upon her mind. She then expressed a desire to 
join ns. Thus she was received, and her beloved husband and one of her 
loved daughters the Lord brought to walk with her; also seven other 
believers were all baptized by immersion on Lord's-day, July 7th, 1867, 
and received into the Church. After nine years her husband died in the 
sweet confidence of faith in Jesus in which he lived. The day on which 
he died I have never forgotten. At 5 o'clock in the morning he sent for 
me, and requested me to pray with him and his family for the last time. 
I bent my knees beside his bed, with all his household, and solemnly com
mended him and all to the care and blessing of our covenant-keeping 
God. When I ceased, he clasped hilil hands, and looking up, said, " Lord, 
now lettest thou 'rby servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy 
salvation." And after thanking his medical attendant for his diligent 
attention, he said to him, "I go, a sinner saved by grace. Good-bye, God 
bless you," and fell asleep. I married his widow nearly nine years since. 
She lived the Christian indeed, and was to me in my old age a true help
meet, both temporally and spiritually. After three years of extreme 
suffering with heart disease, I never heard her complain. She was blessed 
with great patience and fortitude, and was cheerfully resigned to the will of 
her glorious Redeemer and Lord. I have been with her many times in the 
greatest difficulty of breathing. On one occasion she could not speak for 
nearly two hours, I holding her up on the bed, and when enabled to speak 
the words were :-
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" Give me a calm, a thankful heart, 
From every murmur free." 

?,25 

I believe she felt her end was very near. Being unable to go to the 
Lord's house a fortnight prior to her death, she repeated to a dear friend 
on the Sabbath a verse of Samuel Rutherford's " Last Words" :-

"The sands of time are sinking, the dawn of heaven breaks, 
'£he summer morn I've sighed for, the fair sweet morn awakes ; 
Dark, dark, hath been the midnight, but dayspring is at hand, 
And glory, glory dwelleth, in Immanuel's la.nd." 

She passed away instantaneously without a sigh, groan, or struggle, at-
11.30 a.m., on the first Lord's-day in August, at the time I was preaching 
in the morning service.· I left her very cheerful on her bed, and her last. 
words spoken to me were: "May the Lord strengthen you through the 
service." 

The funeral took place on Monday, August 10th, at which our dear 
brother C. Hill (who bad known the deceased many years). kindly 
officiated, assisted by brethren Debnam and Gill ; and although the day 
was very wet, 11, large concourse of people were present. 

On the following Lord's-day brother Hill preached to a large and 
attentive congregation, in bis usual liberty and power, from 1 Tbess. iv. 
14. May the Holy Spirit make it the word with power to salvation in 
many precious souls is my earnest prayer. We are left to weep and 
mourn under our loss, but not to murmur or complain, knowing with her 
it is eternal gain. May that grace which comforted and supported her be 
ours in its sufficiency, ripening us for that rest that remaineth for the, 
people of God, where there is no parting. 

GEORGE HARRIS. 
Riehangles, Suffolk. 

ELIHU FARROW. 

It pleased the Lord to call home our dear father on Lord's-day, July 12tb~ 
after a pilgrimage of 61 years. Many of the dear saints of God, including 
ministers and deacons, have of late been gathered to their eternal rest, 
yet we little thought how soon we should be called to walk in the path of 
bereavement ourHelves. Our dear father was overtaken by the influenza 
on the Wednesday (8th July), but later on serious complications set in, 
causing his death on 12th July, when his happy spirit passed away to be 
for ever with Jesus. He was unconscious most of the time, but, when 
opportunity offered itself, he was asked if Jesus was precious, to which he 
replied, "He is.'' He appeared to be calm in mind, and bore his sufferings. 
most patiently, but was unable to express his feelings. In life his 
language was:-

"I love to meet among them now, 
And at Thy gracious feet to bow, 

Tho' vilest of them all.'• 

In his youthful days he used to attend with bis father and mother at 
the Baptist Chapel, Stonham, Suffolk, and was al~o well known by the
friends at Crowfield. In the order of Providence he was led to Ipswich in 
1865 and sat under the ministry of the late Mr. 'I'. Pooch, then pastor at 
Bethesda Chapel, Ipswich. Many happy seasons were enjoyed, and the 
work of grace deepened in his heart. During the year 1877 dear father 
felt constrained to cast in bis lot with the people of God, and accordingly 
informed Mr. Kern, the present pastor, of his desire. In the interval his 
mind was much exercised. Satan tempted him to believe that a great 
mistake had been made, but the Lord graciously intervened, and the 
words "He that putteth his band to the plough and looketh back is not 
fit for 'the kingdom," was applied with power to bis ~eart, which brought 
joy and peace into bis soul; and he was duly bapt1zed by Mr. Kern in 
October, 1877. In April, 1882, he was chosen as a deacon, in which office 
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he served till his death. His favourite hymns \Stevens', 450,482, and R21) 
were:-

"Come, humble sinner." 
"Lord, and am I yet alive 1" 

"When Thou, my righteous Judge, shall come," &c. 

The sermon by Mr. R. E. Sears, of London, a few years since, upon 
" All hail,'' was made a lasting blessing to his soul. The interment took 
place on Thursday, July 16th, in the Ipswich Cemetery, where many 
friends assembled to pay their last tribute of love and respect to our dear 
parent, who bad always been a kind and most affectionate husband and 
-father. He is greatly missed by one and all. Our loss, however, is hie 
eternal gain. Mr. Kern, in the evening, appropriately dilated upon "The 
righteous is taken from the evil to come." J. S. 

MR ,JONATHAN MARTIN, 

Another of our quiet Christian brethren has calmly and peacefully 
passed away. I refer to our brother Jonathan Martin, of Levington, 
Ipswich, Suffolk. He was in connection with the friends at "Bethesda," 
Ipswich; and, previous to his affliction, which was long and lingering, he 
used to walk a distance of nearly six miles to worship there, besides 
making himself useful for years in his own village. "Truly the memory 
-of the just is blessed." I shall never forget him. As a child I knew and 
loved him; as a young Christian I profited by his larger experience in 
"better things." He was decidedly a Strict Baptist, and was a staunch 
supporter of the principles he knew and loved. He was a consistant 
Christian man, and those who knew him took notice that he "had been 
with Jesus." He was of a genial temperament, a kind and devoted 
husband and father. 

I was privileged to see him early in June, when he conversed very 
largely npon "good things,''. and spoke of the increasir.g preciousness of 
Jesns. The particulars of his last hours were given me by his dear wife. 
I will use her own words:-" Our dear one is not lost to us, but 'gone 
before' a short time. We cannot wish him back, for we know he has 
-changed a body of sin and suffering for that glory-world where pain and 
gnef can never enter. He was taken worse the 14th June, and fell 
asleep in JP-sns 11th July. He was a great sufferer the last fortnight. 
Paralysis seized his throat, so he could take nothing but liquids; and we 
could only understand him by holding our ears quite close to his mouth. 
I said, 'I feel, dear, your time is short. Is the Lord still precious P' 

·• Oh yes; oh yes.' 'Then you do not fear death P' 'Oh, no; what have I 
to fear? ' One night, when standing by him, he asked w by we did not go 
to bed. I said,' We do not think you quite so well, and do not like to 
leave you alone.' 'A.lone,' be said, 'I am not alone; the Lord is here.' So 
we did not sit up with him till the last week. On the Wednesday before 
be died, when in great pain, he called out, 'Lord! Lord!' with other 
words we could not understand ; but at the last he called our son· George 
three times, put out his hand and said 'Good-bye,' with other words we 
-could not hear; and then leaned his head on my breast and never spoke 
again, passed away without a struggle." 

He was buried at Grundisburgh, according !.o his wish. Mr. Gill 
•Committed his remains to the dust, and made some touching remarks. 
May the dear Lrird who has promised to be" a Father to the fatherless," 
"a Husband to the widow,'' soften this bereavement to the family; to the 
dear widow be very near and precious, "a shelter and refuge in time of 
trouble;" for He says, "Lo, I am with you always.'' Involuntarily the 
cry arises, " Let me die the death of the righteous ; and let my last end be 
like bis." "By grace are ye saved through faith, not of works, lest any 
man should boast.'' MYRA. OooPEB. 

Hazelly, Newbury, Berks. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES AT ZOAR, 
IPSWIOH. 

( Concluded frmn pa,qe 304 ) 
MR, BARDENS' CALL BY GRACE, 

Well, I was a boy something like boys 
are now. I used to go to the Church of 
England. My father and mother left, 
but my eldest sister and myself kept on 
going to Church. One Sunday father 
said, "I want you to go to chapel this 
morning." I did not want to go. My 
sister said, "Don't you go, Robert. You 
come to Church with me." Father 
said, "If you don't go this morning, I 
will make yon io this afternoon." I 
went. The mmister's subject was 
Eternity. The minister asked the people 
where they thought they would go to 
when they died, and said if they were 
without hope they would go to hell. 
That was my first impression. There 
was a deep conflict in my mind. I used 
to go with my companions to various 
places, to fairs, etc. I went on in that 
state for some years, till the Lord was 
pleased to break in upon my mind by 
dreams in the night. One verse came 
to my mind, "Be ye clean that bear the 
vessels of the Lord," and at another 
time God's Book appeared to be pre
sented to me and laid on my chest. I 
read the first and part of the second 
chapters of Proverbs, and the Book was 
closed and taken away. The only words 
I remembered were, "My son. 1f sinners 
entice thee consent thou not." When I 
was about twenty I had been asked and 
pressed into the services of the little 
chapel where Mr. Rowland, a blind 
man, preached several times. I used to 
read for him and give out the hymns, 
and I used to labour hard to give to the 
house of God. I have travelled 16 miles 
to chapel, hea,rd Mr. Foreman ·preach, 
and prayed to the Lord that He would 
reveal Himself unto me. I used to eat 
my food as quickly as I could, and then 
go into the cow-house and get between 
the bundles of straw and pray to the 
Lord that Re would say unto my soul, 
"I am thy salvation." One morning, 
as I was praying, these words came into 
my mind, "Come, now, and let us 
reason together," etc. One minister 
preached two Sundays in the month, 
and another one. which left one blank. 
One Saturday night before what I ex
pected would be a blank Sunday I was 
looking through the window and saw 
an old gentleman crossing the road, and 
coming in the way to our home. He 
appeared to me to be a minister, and so 
it proved and he preaohed the next 
day In 'the morniug I heard him 
gladly. I went again in the afternoon, 
and gave out the hymns on that occa
sion. He gave out his text (see EARTHEN 

VESSEL for ,July.1872), but he could not 
see the words. He named the chapter 
and verse again, but could not see it, 
and he gave it out the third time but 
could not read it. He turned the leaves 
over, and his eyes fell upon these words, 
in Isa. lxi. 1, "The Spirit of the Lord 
God is upon me," etc. That wa, the 
word for me. I went again in the even
ing, and thought we must sing-," What 
cheering words are these." I tried to 
give the hymn out, but felt as if I could 
not stand. I read the first verse. and 
tried to give out the second, and down 
I fell; and these words came to me," I 
kill and I make alive." That was two 
days after I was 21 years of age. At 
one time, being in the road, I sat down 
against the wall and pressed my back 
against it as hard as I could, so that 
Satan should not get behind me. and 
these words fell into my mind. ·'The 
wicked have no changes.'' I thought I 
could not be one of the wicked, for my 
soul had many change~. Then the words 
came to me, "They that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another," etc. 
Bless the Lord, I had thought upon His 
name, I had desires, I had wishes, I had 
long-ings, but I was afraid it was not of 
the Lord. I have sometimes walked 16 
miles to Plymrmth chapel. I heard Mr. 
Banks at Plymouth. from "Now will I 
arise, saith the Lord. I will set him in 
safety from him that puffeth at him." 
I used to read the EARTHE~ VESSEL 
~nd Silent Me.vscnge,· and Mr. Win;;low·s 
little books. I had a Testament a little 
girl gave me. I used to keep it in my 
pocket, and take it out and read it as I 
went along the road. Once I opened it, 
and these words caught my eye, ·'TLe 
kingdom of God is within you.·• I 
wanted to become a member of the 
Church of God. MY old schoolmaster 
wanted to baptize me (he was a preacher) 
but he believed there was some merit 
connected with the creature. and I told 
him, No. Once a deacon said to me. 
"You will have to pray.'' I said, ·• I 
cannot." Another person said.'· A bird 
that can sing must be made to sing·." 
One Sunday I crept into the chapel, and 
into a pew (they were hig-h pews), and 
I kept my head down all the time so 
that they should not see me and ask me 
to pray. After I came out Mr. Foot, 
one of the deacons, said, "Young man, 
1f ever I have been deceived. I have this 
afternoon. I thought you were in the 
chapel, but yet I could not see You. 
Thero was going- to be baptizing· at Ply
mouth one Thursday evening in the 
depth of winter. They wanted me to 
go and be baptized. I did not know what 
to do. These words came to my mind, 
" He that loveth father or mother more 
than Me is not worthy of Me," and " If 
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~-e love Me keep My commandments." 
On Monday or Tuesday mother asked 
me if I was going to Plymouth. I said, 
•· I do not know, mother." She replied. 
""·hen will you know; on Thursday ·i" 
I said, "Perhaps not until Thursday 
morning." Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday it snowed. Wednesday night 
I went to bed; at two o'clock the next 
morning mother called and asked what 
was the matter, and if I was going- I 
"·ent downstairs and looked out, the 
stars were shining and I felt I must go. 
I ,vent upstairs and said, " I shall go," 
but mother did not want me to g-o on 
account of the snow; but I said," I must 
go." In the morning I started, and these 
words came home, " Bles,ed are they 
"·hich do hunier and thirst n.fte·r 
righteousness, for they shall be filled." 
I ran part of the way and walked part 
of the "'aY. I went into the water with 
these words, "The Lord is my strength 
and righteousness:' I afterwards went 
to the table, hard and cold, two or three 
times; but one Sunday evening, when 
sitting at the table. these words fell 
upon my mind, "Precious blood of 
Christ:· and "Ere since by faith I saw 
the stream." I had quite a happy time, 
and have had many sweet searnns since 
then. Mr. Bland :inade a few remark;;, 
and gave out hymn 22:1, and concluded 
with pra Yer. 

Mr. Biand presided at the evening 
service, and read several verses from l 
Cor. xii. 

Mr. J.!.anson offered prayer. 
Mr. Bland having spoken a few words, 

called upon Mr Bardens to give an ac
count of his c<tll to the ministry. 
Mll., BA.RDENS' CA.LLTO THE MINISTRY. 

Mr. Bardens said : I never coveted a 
pastor's office. Every position I have 
taken i.o. the house of God I have been 
guided or forced into. I never could get 
away from the words, '' Be ye clean 
that bear the vessels of the Lord," and 
I never could shake it off. After the 
Lord had called me by His grace, 
friends appeared to look upon me as 
being called to that work. 

I left Bigbnry, and went to Ply
mouth. Our late brother Bull spoke to 
me a.bout going out to preach, but I 
could not. He asked me to be the 
su:i,erintendent of the Sunday-school, 
and I was there about seven years. The 
friends of my native village. Bigburv, 
wanted me to go back to preach in their 
little chapel. I said, "No, I cannot." 
Mr. A. W. Hill asked me to go out with 
him but I did not like to leave the 
scho0ol. One Thursday i,vening. sitting 
in the pP.w, these words came to my 
mind. "Ye are not your l)Wn, ye are 
bought with a price." This was the 
means of removing the burden from my 
mind, and I felt then I would go, 

... And tell to Ninneri-,; round. 
Wb.at a dear 8:1viour I hn,d found." 

A little while after Mr. Hill asked 
me to go to Statiscoomb with him. As 
we were going, he said, ;. The people 
are expecting you to prellch." I said. 
"I cannot; 1 have nm·er attempted it." 
When I got there it was a large room. 
I sat in the chimney corner, in a very 
perplexed state of mind. Mr. Hill 
read and prayed. I had my Bible. 
Looking through it my eyes fell on 
the~e words, "Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever." I went. 
into the pulpit, and that was my first 
attempt at pre3,ching. A gentleman 
present said afterward~, "We have had 
a g-ood time; you will have to come· 
and preach on week nights." I went 
two or three times. Once it was a very 
dark time when preaching, but the
people afterwards came around me. and 
I cried alond. On my WftY home I had 
to cross a bridge, where I was tempted 
to drown myself ; but a man who knew 
me cameupatthetim_e,and spoke to me. 

"God moyes in amvsterio11.q wa.v, 
His wonders to perform-." · 

I went again after that, and the people 
wanted me to g-n to Big-bury. I went, 
and the Lord b\Pssed the word to a 
young person, anrl crea.ted life in her
soul. I then went to Devonport. and 
there the Lord blessed the word. Being 
at A•hburton one Sundav. one of the· 
supplies could not l!"O, and they wanted 
me to g-o. I went, but there were only 
a few there, and they gave me 5s. I did 
not want to take it, but I tho11ght if I 
do not take it they will think I want to
g-o ag-ain, so I took it, but it was a 
burdPn to me. Rome months afterwards 
one of the c!eac1ns said that the word 
was blea•ecl to his son, and to an old 
lady. and some othera, and they want 
you tn g-o ag-ain. I went. and the Lord 
was nlea•ed to bless the word. I after
wards went three Sundays a month. 
The late Mr. Varder preached once a 
month ; 1tnd T haptizAd the father of 
the late Mr. Robert Ellis, who was a. 
member of Zoar Chapel. 

Afterwards the Lord led me to Hllyea, 
where I was pastor sixteen years. There
were three portions that guided me 
there-~nmbP.rs ix. natter part), l Cor. 
ix. IG, and Lnke ix, o2. 

When I left there I had invitation• 
from several Churches, and at last T 
accepted one from Cotten ham, where I 
remained Rome time. When brother· 
Ethriclge first wrote for me to supply at 
Zoar, I sent a letter accenting the invi
tation for a certain Sunday; hnt that 
replv never reached brother Ethridge, 
for the simple rea•on that my servant 
forg-ot to post it, When the time drew 
nigh for me to fulfil that eng-agement, I 
founcl that as brother Ethridge had not 
hAard from me he had engag-ed some 
other supply for that date. However. 
he g-ave me another date. which I 
accepted, and, after supplying a few 
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times, I wae a.eked by the Church to 
accept the pastorate, I had invitatione 
from other Churches, and did not know 
which way to take, I did not wish to 
be influenced by what salary or stipend 
might be offered me. I wanted the Lord 
to decide by a eign, which He did, and 
I ac0epted your invitation. I believe it 
is the Lord's doing. 

Mr. Bland asked Mr. Bardens if he 
still adhered to the doctrines of grace, 
and intended to preach them. 

Mr, Bardens replied he could not 
preach any other. 

Mr. Ble.nd then called upon Mr. Eth
ridge. 

Mr. Ethridge then read the following 
statement: "As we are here assembled 
on the present occasion, we thought it 
would not be altogether out of place to 
give a short history of the Church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ in this place. 
We have no record in the Church-book 
farther back than 1866, at which time 
there was no settled pastor. But Jllr. 
S. Willis, in membership with the 
Church at Clare, often supplied, and was 
heard with much acceptance, who, after 
a probationary term. accepted the pas
torate in Nov., 1867. No mention is made 
in the Church-book of his recognition 
service, but we remember there was one. 
Mr. C. Hill, Stoke Ash, M.r. Wilson, of 
Clare, and several other ministers took 
part therein. The word preached by 
him was blessed to many souls, who 
were added to the Church, but from an 
affliction the Lord laid upon him he was 
often absenti which caused the congre
gation to fail off, and we were unable 
to raise his stipulated salary, and after 
about three years he resigned. And 
again we were pastorless for about the 
space of two years, during which time 
Mr . .Tosiah Morling, then of Glemsford, 
often supplied, and being heard with 
acceptance, after preachin!!' for six 
months took the pastorate April 30th, 
1872, and laboured here under many 
difficulties, the Church being in a low 
state, and having a debt on the build
ing, the interest of which was £17 I0s. 
per annum. N otwithstandini:r the word 
was blest, and many were added to the 
Church. In the end of 1879 it pleased 
the Lord to remove him to another 
sphere of labour l leaving us in a better 
position than be round us. And ai?ain 
being without a pastor. we bad to adopt 
the suppl)' system. which at best is but 
a state of unrest. During this time we 
heard Mr. S. Cozens was about to leave 
Sutton, Cambs. We invited him f"r 
two Lor:i'A-days in Oct .. 1881, which be 
accepted, being heard with profit. A 
special Church meeting was held on 
Oct. 23rd. It was unanimously agreed 
to invite him for six months, with a 
view 1.o commence with 1882, and in the 
following June he took the pastorate, 
and laboured amongst us as a faithful 
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, work-

ing with a will to get rid of a long 
standing debt on the buildinu which 
having accomplished and ,;'~en the 
present gallery erected for the school 
his Master said to him, "Well done'. 
irood and faithful servant. Thy work 
1s done. Come home." He died .July 
1st, 1887. Being again without an under 
shepherd, we had to depenrl upon the 
brethren in the ministry to fill the gap 
that death had caused, and we desire to 
thank the Great Shepherd for His care 
over this part of His flock to the present 
time. We would also thank all His 
ministers who have thus come to the 
help of the needy. From time to time 
different brethren have come before us, 
and we ha Te thought" Surely the Lord's 
anointed is here, but He has said, 
"Neither have I chosen these," for in 
the choice of a pastor we were dividedl 
and until the Lord send a servant or 
His who should be the means of 
uniting us, there was but little pros
pect of having a pastor. Mr. W. 
Winters called the attention of the 
secretary to l\Ir. R. C. Bardens. who was 
resigning his pastorate at Ebenezer, 
Cottenham, and on June 18th we wrote 
him, giving him two Lord's-days in 
September to choose the one that suited 
him best. He at once wrote stating he 
accepted the 28th, but the letter was 
forgotten to be posted. We waited a 
reasonable time. Thinking he would 
have nothing to do with us, we filled 
up these two Lord's-days. In the mean
time it came to our knowledge that Mr. 
Bardens was expecting to come. We at 
once informed him that the earliest 
date would be Oct. 19th, which he 
accepted and fulfilled, being heard 
acceptably. Another engagement was 
made for Dec. 28th and Jan. II th, which 
were fulfilled, and he was heard well, 
inasmuch as a deputation waited upon 
the deacons to urge them to engage him. 
At our general Church meeting held 
Jan. 25th, 1S91, he was invited to take 
the pastorate. which, after much con
sideration and prayer, he accepted, and 
began his stated labours on May 31st. 
May he be long spared to us, and the 
word of the Lord, which he so faithfully 
declares, be blest to many souls. that 
sinners may be brought to Christ, and 
saints be built up and edified. 

Our senior deacon, Mr. Sadd. then 
spoke, and said he had seen the Church 
without a pastor five times, and that he 
believed the Lord had sent broth er 
Bardens, and he hoped He would make 
him a great blessing amongst ns. 

Mr. Bland gave out hymn 728, ·· "\Vith 
heavenly power, 0 Lord, defend," and 
Mr. Cornwell, of Brixton, addressed the 
pastor from Ezek. i. 9 (last chinse). 

It had been arranged for Mr. Evans 
to give an address, but there was not 
time for him to do so. l\fr. Bland gave 
out hymn 729, ·' Father of mercies, bow 
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Thine ear." and Mr. Bardens oonoluded 
with prayer. 

The attendance at both meetings was 
good. and the te,a-meeting quite a success. 
\\' e had friends from several of the sur
rounding Churches. Regret was ex
pressed at the absence of others who 
were invited, especially our warm
hearted friend and brother W. Winters. 
On the following· Lord's-day, Aug. 2nd, 
Mr. Bardens baptized two young men. 
They had both been blessed under his 
ministn·. Praise the Lord. "Not unto 
us. not unto us, but unto Thy name be 
all the praise." 

Bl:-RGH-LE-MARSH AND MONKS
THORPE.-It has been my privilege 
again to visit these pleasant spots and 
these godly people in the name of the 
Lord, and it would ill become me to let 
the visit-so richly blessed of God
pass by unrecorded. It is due to the 
Churches, and it is due, also, to the 
whole household of faith, to testify to 
the power of God's grace so abundantly 
manifest in the lives and hallowed sur
roundings of these dear people. The 
occasion of my visit was the 221st anni
versary of the Monksthorpe Church. 
The time-honolll·ed sanctuary is situated 
in a field, and was built there at the 
time when the Five Miles' Act was in 
force. All its surroundings,as it seemed 
to me, are vocal with holy teaching, 
and, to devout souls, pregU11,nt with 
inspiring thoughts. As I walked over 
the field-which is used as a burial 
ground-I could do no other than tread 
softly, for the very ground seemed holy. 
They must have been stalwart saints, 
methinks, in those days to erect a place 
for the worship of the God of all grace 
in the face of such terrible difficulties 
as then existed, and its continuance to 
the present is a manifest evidence that 
the work was, and is. of God. We may 
well thank God that our lot is cast in 
more favourable times and under geutler 
surroundings: but as I thought on this, 
I seemed almost to wish the old times 
over again, for truly Christians were 
Cl, ,·i.stian., in those days, their very 
difficulties seemed, under God, to make 
them strong and true. I'll warrant you 
the heralds of God's grace did not mince 
matters then, but they were wont to hit 
straight from the shoulder of divine 
truth, as theyprnclaimed the sovereignty 
of the grace of God. It is very gravely 
to be feared that our milder surround
ings to-day are sapping our spiritual 
strength, and it does one real good to 
visit a place like Monksthorpc, and 
miugle with those worthy sons of noble 
sires who are still bold enough to declare 
that the " old wine is better than the 
new," and are not led away with the 
unholy sophistries of these later times. 
The Lord stand by them and )Jrosper 
them abundantly. The Church at Burgh. 
although not adorned with the frosts of 

so many years, does yet come of the 
same grand old stock, and gives unmis
takable evidence of the purity of its 
origin. Methinks the name of the town 
might be properly ohan!fed from Burgh
le-Marsh (i.e., Borough m the Marsh) to 
Borough on the Hill, for it is very 
pleasantly situated on a rising eminence, 
and commands, from some points, ex
tended views across the plains below. 
As I stood gazing upon the scene in the 
glowing sunlight I thought, surely 
these people should be holy, for their 
very surroundings are suggestive of 
holy thoughts. I stood for a time 
wrapped in meditation, until, presently, 
these words came into my mind:-

" I stand upon the mount of God, 
With sunlight in my soul." 

I do not at all remember, at the present, 
who is the author of the words quoted, 
nor do I remember the rest of the verse 
or verses, but to me, at that moment 
they seemed peculiarly fitting, and I 
almost imagined myself on some holy 
eminence, looking across the valley of 
time to that more than sunlit home 
where they-
"Range the sweet planes on the b;inks of the 

river, 
And sing of Ilis love for ever and ever." 

Descending into the rich and fertile 
marshes, where the cattle browse and 
thrive in sweet content, I was reminded 
of the ·valley of humiliation which, as 
some of us know full well. lies very low, 
and is moist with many tears, but yet 
very strengthening and helpful to 
grace-taught souls aole to profit thereby. 
The hill-top of joy in the Lord is very 
cheerinl(' and helpful, but the valley is 
no less blessed; both are needec. to fit 
us for the full enjoyment of the para
dise above. This our dear covenant 
Lord knows, hence His dealings with 
His chosen ones. On Sunday,July 12th. 
I had the joy of preaching on the riches 
of God's love and grace, morning and 
evening at Burgh, and at Monksthorpe 
in the afternoon. On the following 
Tuesday we had the anniversary proper 
at Monksthorpe. Service afternoon and 
evening, with a public tea between. 
Throughout it was a time of rich 
refreshing; frienn.s had gathered from 
all parts, until the number of vehicles 
in the field gave the appearance of a 
fair. The power of the Holy Ghost was 
present, each ~ervice seemed sweeter 
than the preceding one, until the flood
tide of God's blessing culminated on the 
Tuesday evening. It was, indeed. a 
hallowed season; but who. of all tb~t 
gathering, was most richly blessed it 
would he bard to sav. for all were full 
to overflowing. Of the financial resultA 
l cannot speak, but from remarks over
heard I believe it was, in this respect 
also, a complete success, I was very 
Aorrv not to have the p1'1asure of meet
ing the pastor, Mr. W. Walker, who was 
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away at the time, but I have been i:-iven 
to understand, by some of his friends, 
that he is a young man of great promise, 
and is sound in the faitli. The Lord 
abundantly bless him, and all the much
loved people under his pastoral care. So 
prays the writer who, through infinite 
grace, is privileged t;O be a sto,ndard
bearer in the service of the King of 
glory.-W. ROWTON-PARKER. 

P.S.-Could not some of our friends 
give us the, history ot the Church at 
Monksthorpe. It would, I am sure, be 
ver7 interesting, and I doubt not, in 
fittmg hands, very inspiring too. Here 
is a splendid opportunity for the worthy 

. young pastor to try his hand. 

THE STRICT BAPTIST MISSION IN 
INDIA AND CEYLON. 

The work of the Lord at Bangalore is 
progressing, and another missionary has 
been engaged on probation. We refer 
to our brother Muthesawmy. He has 
long been a missionary, and, although 
baptized some years since, he had, in 
deference to the opinions of those by 
whom he had been employed, concealed 
his views on the subject of baptism, 
until he could keep silence no longer. 
He has offered his services to our Mis
sion, but our funds are so low that we 
dare not incur any additional expendi
ture ; hence the recent special appeal. 
This is the good brother referred to by 
Mr. Doll. whom he i~ anxious should be 
adopted by some well-to-do brother or 
Church. Meanwhile, he is doing his 
utmost to furnish the necessary amount 
by means of local subscriptions. A 
small native Church has recently been 
formed by Mr. Doll at Bangalore, so 
that there are now two Strict Baptist 
Churches in that place. Thus the light 
of truth is spreading. "May the little 
one become a thousand, and the small 
one a strong nation." 
AN ACCOUNT OF BROTHER MUTHF.• 

SA WMY PILLAI'S CALL BY GRACE, 
AND CALL TO THE MINISTRY OF 
THE GOSPEL. 

My forefathers were natives of the 
kingdom of Tanjore, a district in 
Southern India, Madras Presidency, 
speaking the Tamil language, and be
longed to one of the higher Hindu 
classes in India. 

My i:-reat grandfather was converted 
to Christianity bya well-known Roman
ist priest, named C. J. Beschi, a Jesuit 
missionary. But, although my ancestors 
were Christians by name, they were 
worse than heathens, for they knew 
nothing saving ly of the blessed Re
deemer. 

My parents joined the Church of 
England at Palamcottah, and had for 
their pastor. C. K. Rhenius. Although 
I was born of nominal Christian parents, 
and brought up as a.Protestant, I we.sin 
reality a devil-worshipper till the 21st 

year of my age. From thi8 it may be 
inferred how much my parents and 
relatives knew of Christ. 

In 1865, while I was fritterino- awav 
my time by gambling a_nd rambling, I 
suddenly felt a strong mward convic
tion, that doing good would be better 
than doing evil. From this time I be
came a diligent reader of religious books 
of different religions of my country and 
of the Bible too. ' 

In 1870, I came to know who Christ 
was. Notwithstanding, I did not follow 
Him fully till 1875, when the Spirit of 
God made me feel my great sinfulness 
and consequent misery, and caused me 
to cry to God for mercy, and to cling to 
Christ only, for relief and salvation. 
No sooner did I realise pardon and peace, 
than, without any application on my 
part, God strangely and graciously 
caused George Pearce, the Baptist 
missionary at Ootacamund. to a.p
point me to preach the Word of God, 
which I secretly longed to do. It struck 
me then that I was called, not by man 
but by God, to the work of proclaiming 
the Gospel to my countrymen. While 
with Mr. Pearce, I learned more fully 
about Christ and the things concerning 
His kingdom. In June, 1877, my first 
wife and I were baptized by Mr. Pearce 
at Ootacamund, Nilgri Hills. 

Finding my countrymen engaged in 
preaching the Gospel. and considering 
their sacred profession in a majority of 
cases a means by which thev were to 
gain their livelihood. and feeling it dis
graceful that I should receive remunera
tion for my labours from Christians in 
Eng-land and other countries, while en
gaged in working for the salvation of 
my countrymen, I obtained a secular 
appointment, and continued gratuit
ously to discharge the duties of my 
sacred calling as a servant of God. 

In October, 1877, my first wife falling 
ill, doctors advised me to remove her 
from the hills to the plains, if I cared for 
her life. On coming down to the plains 
I went to Coimbatore, where I made it 
my duty to preach the Gospel to Chris
tians and non-Christians. The theu 
London Mission missionary objected to 
my preaching, on the ground that I was 
preaching about baptism. I told him 
that I was preaching Christ, and not 
baptism; for it is not baptism, but true 
faith in Christ, that saves people from 
their sins. On his hearing me preach, 
he not only permitted me to preach to 
non-<'hristians in his schoolrooms. but 
apnointed me a deacon of his Church. 

In 1~81, my wife's health again com
pelling- me to leave Coimbatore, I went 
down to Bang-,ilore. as it was one of the 
sanitaria of Southern India. Here I 
joined the London Mission Church, and 
was appointed a deacon thereof. In 
l~:-9, the native pastor of the London 
Mission Tamil Church in Bangalore, 
together with his supporters, in-
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sisted that I should get my children 
rhantized (baptized, as they oall it), if I 
were to continue to be a deacon of that 
Church. After a long struggle of seven 
months on the subject, I was forced to 
lea"<'e the Church,although the E,1ropean 
missionaries of that society were of 
opinion that I should be left alone, and 
my reli!!'ious views should not be inter
fered with, or I forced to act contrarv 
to m v religious comictions. While I 
was thus compelled to withdraw from 
them, I was now asked by a European 
missionary of the London Missionary 
Societ~· to go to Bellary as a paid agent; 
but I did not care to accept the post. 

Having heard of Mr. H. F. Doll, the 
Superintendent of the Strict Baptist 
Mission. I wrote to him and also per
soniilly saw him. and asked him to take 
me into his Mission. Now I am workin~ 
in Bangalore among the Tamil ana 
Canarese people, for the Strict Baptist 
Mission. I am supported (with my 
family), as I have hitherto been, by 
working with my own hands: and to
gether with a small monthly allowance 
which is made Ull of contributions given 
b, lllr. H. F. Doll and a few of our 
Christian friends. until such time as the 
Lord. who called me by His love and 
grace, may be pleased to give me suffi
cient to set me free to work for Mim in 
connection with the Strict Baptist Mis
sion. 

P. S. D. MUTHESAWMY PILLAI. 
lliy 20th, 1891. 

A FEW WORDS 0~ THE LOVE OF 
GOD. 

The mind of the apostl" appears to 
have just now be,1ome, under the Holy 
S1,irit's illumination, so fully charged 
with perceptions of the transcendent 
glory. greatness. and preciousness of the 
adorable Lord Jesus, that he was com
pelled to take refuge in such a term as 
"unsea!'chable" in speaking of His 
riches. and continuing to refer to His 
love, to say, ·• which passeth know
ledge.'· 

We may know. in part. the nature, 
use, worth, and necessity of numberless 
things. that we cannot fully compre
hend;· and understand, in part, many 
of which it is impossible to fully 
fathom ; our capacities being so very 
limited, though they are great and 
wonderful. 

We know something about our own 
marvellously-coUFtructed persons; but 
very little (albeit very much). So with 
regard to the sun, moon. stars, the earth, 
the great and wide sea, &c., &c., &c., 
even so the love of Christ is knowable 
111 1,art, and as we may look and medi
tate on the former, to the praise and 
glory of God, we may also on the latter, 
and wonder again and again that such as 
we should be objects of the untellable 
Ion, of Christ. 

It may be easily oonceived that God 
loves an objeot of His creation while 
pure as He made it, but it is only by the 
Gospel of Christ we can understand how 
He can (in the superlative sense of Hie 
great love) love any of mankind, so 
defiled, degraded, and polluted by sin. 

While vast numbers of God's people 
~ave been called by grace in very early 
life, and surrounded by circumstances 
from their birth of the most favourable 
kind and never ran to the excess of riot 
as others, still they are sinners, even if 
in a.ny case bearing the high character 
the Lord gave Job. But it must be 
acknowledged that very many of them, 
previous to their new birth, bad been 
among not only the baser but the basest 
sort, and wallowed in the very dregs of 
wickedness to the uttermost, any details 
of which is revolting to bear or read of, 
and even since conversion some are 
conscious of blots on the page of their 
history, which they shudder at the 
remembrance of, their conviction to 
this day being well expressed in this 
wise:-

" Since I can hardly bear 
What in myself I see, 

How black and vile must I appear, 
Most holy God, to Thee. ' 

Nevertheless, 1 Cor. vi.11 is true ; even of 
such also is Eph, v. 25-27, Heb. vii. 25, 
Isa. Iv. 6 and 7. 

The due consideration of these facts 
may aid our e:r:.deavours to know experi
mentally, by the Holy Spirit's help, 
" The love of Christ which passeth 
knowledge." And in addition to the 
objects of the adorable Redeemer's 
love, the outcome thereof will be ex
ceedingly useful to reflect upon, viewing 
the same in reference to the past, the 
present, and the future, 

The fundamental cause of the salva
vation of sinners being the great love 
of God (Epb. ii. 4, &c.). As love is 
practically heightened by the greatness 
and resources of the person that loves, 
and love controls the possessions of the 
lover to the benefit of the loved, it must 
be a very great matter indeed to be an 
object of God's great love, without 
whose notice not a sparrow falleth. All 
comparison of love fails when we read 
1 John iii. I and 2, where the exhaustion 
of our language to express some facts, 
again appears with the preface of "Be
hold." 

No nails could possibly have fastened 
the Christ to the cross but love ; neither 
is any other moving cause conceivable 
for His incarnation which was the out
come of prior engagements as the Head 
of His body the Church, "which He 
purchased with His own blood." We 
may, and very properly and _profitably 
too think speak, read, or wr1 te, of the 
my~tery of Christ's Bufferings, the_ per
fection of His obedienc~, thE! efficiency 
of His atonement, of his fimshed w~rk 
and infinite merits, also of the relative 
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naines He bears, and the representative 
characters He sustains on behalf of His 
ree1eemed ; and moreover it is submitted 
that the reiteration of such truths in 
the ministry of the Word is incumbent, 
in due proportion with all other Scrip
ture truths. Yet, on account of the 
paucity of human language, after the 
deeply-studied and concentration of the 
vocabulary of all Doctors of Divinity 
past or present has been exhausted, the 
fringe of the subject has been but 
touched, and the surface only just 
skimmed, comparatively, because "the 
height, lenn-th, depth, and breadth of 
the love of Christ passeth knowledge." 

It is ancient, free, and unchangeable; 
its final results, of course, bear the same 
inscription, and will in all eternity. 
If these premisses be scripturally 
correct, what grave deficiences must the 
yea and nay teachings of the human 
creed-bound, so extensively popularJ 
exhibit to the matured jud!l"ment oI 
Bible students, all due appreciation of 
well-intentioned and zealous Christian 
people's efforts notwithstanding. 

H. C. 
Buckh urst Hill, Essex. 

WALTHAM ABBEY.-EBENEZER.
Harvest thanksgiving services were held 
on Thursday, Sept. 17th. In the after
noon our beloved brother O. S. Dolbey, 
of the Surrey Tabernacle, preached a 
sound and savoury sermon from Gen. 
xlix 10, "Unto Him shall the gathering 
of the people be." Our brother dwelt 
on the following heads in a clear and 
interesting manner-I. The person here 
spoken of, Shiloh; II. The people that 
shall be gathered; III. The certainty of 
their being gathered. Shiloh had a 
variety of interpretations, such as peace, 
abundance, happiness, rest, sent, &c. 
All these meanings were tre:;i.ted in a 
very able manner. Then the people 
spoken of were beloved of God, a special 
people, a chosen and blessed people. 
The gathering implied a previous 
scattering, by the Fall, by Satan, and 
the world. It implied also a gatherer. 
God gathers, Christ gathers, also His 
ministers instrumentally by the Gospel. 
After this excellent spiritual feast, the 
friends sat down to a good tea in the 
adjoining schoolroom. In the evening 
our beloved brother G. J. Baldwin occu
pied the chair once more, and opened 
the service by announcing the hymn-

" Awake, my soul, in joyful lays, 
And sing thy great Redeemer's praise," 

which was followed by the reading of 
Psa. lxv. Our ever kind and beloved 
br.other J. W. Banks fervently addressed 
God at the throne of grace. Brother 
Baldwin then spoke in his usual easy 
and feeling style on the brevi~y of time 
as indicated by such meetings, and 
dilated in a most instructive manner on 
Paa. cxl v. 16, the opening _of the hand 
of God, Brother F. C. Holden spoke 

most bl~ssedly on the happiness of God's 
people m the case and condition ex
pressed in Psa. cxliv. 1,;, Brother 
Yondan announced hymn No. 2. Our 
brother G. Turner, in a eweet and tellino
manner, dwelt on the blotting out as ~ 
thick cloud the sins of God's veoµle as 
declared in Isa. xliv. 22. Brother How~rd 
gave out three verses of the same hymn 
(No. 2). Brother R. Bow Jes, who kindly 
took our beloved brother W. Kempton's 
place, spoke a few pleasing words on the• 
goodness of God in harmony with the 
words quoted. 

"If such the sweetness of the streams, 
What most the fountain be," &c. 

Brother R. Alfrey read hymn 3, and 
brother G. Lovelock gave a warm and' 
spiritual exposit10n of Psa. lxxxix. 19. 
Brother Walters followed by announcing 
hymn 4, and brother W. Lowrie ex
pounded, in an earnest manner, the 
nature of the two covenants stated in 
Reh. viii. The pastor, W. Winters, then 
thanked the beloved chairman, pastor, 
deacons, and members of Elim, Lime
house, who had come once more to 
encourage the friends at Waltham 
Abbey. Truly the occasion was a very 
successful one in every way, and all the 
friends at Ebenezer expressed humble 
signs of gratitude to God and the dear 
pastor and friends of Elim. Regret was 
expressed at the inability of brother W. 
Kempston to attend, but who afterwards 
kindly sent a donation; also of the death 
of our brother C. L. Kemp, who for 
years had been accustomed to visit 
Waltham on similar occasions, Brother 
G. J. Baldwin (chairman) closed one of 
the best meetings ever held in Ebenezer 
by announcing the doxology and the 
benediction. "Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow." So says · ONE 'IIHO 
WAS THERE.- P.S. The special hy111n
sheets nsed were Nos. 3 and±, supplied 
by Messrs. R. Banks and Son, Racquet
court, Fleet-street. They are sold at 
the low price of ls. per 100, 

GREAT YARMOUTH (YORK-ROAD 
BAPTIST CHAPELl.-The seventeenth 
anniversary of the above place was held 
on Lord's-day, Aug. 16, 1891. The chapel 
was full both morning and evening. Our 
beloved brother F. C. Holden was the 
preacher. and as he held forth the word 
of life our hearts were rejoiced under 
the everlasting gospel of the grace of 
God. Doctrine, experience, and prac
tice each have their proper place, and 
one could only pray as the words fell 
from the lips of the preacher that God 
the Holy Ghost would seal them home 
with power to the hearts of the hearers; 
for bl!.'ssed are all they who find such 
truths their trust, and live on such 
provision. The morning subject was 
from Matt. xi. 27, "No man knoweth 
the Son bnt the Father," &o.; on which 
words the speaker dwelt ou (U The 
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perfect knowledge and agreement be
tween the Father and the Son, and (2) 
That by divine revelation alone either 
could be known unto men. This know
ledg-e is beyond the level of nature at 
its highestdegree,and no merely natural 
man could either attain or acquire it. 
At best, the believer's knowledge is 
imperfect. The Father understands 
the mystery of the Sonship, and the 
\·ery disagreement and differences of 
good and godly men prove the truth of 
the text. The Fat.her knoweth the Son 
in His nature. work, and all that is in 
His heart toward His redeemed people, 
and the Son knew all the Father re
quired of Him, and delighted to do all 
His righteous will. To know the Father 
is by a knowledge of the Son, and to 
know the Son is to know the Father 
also. The rev,,lati.on is a divine act. 
He has revealed Himself in creation, 
nature and providence, but especially in 
"the Word," His justice in the law, His 
grace and justice too in the Gospel. AU 
that men are experimentally acquainted 
with here, God teaches them to-day, as 
He did Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, 
Isaiah. &c. In the evening our dear 
brother was graciously helped, and a 
savoury discourse was preached from 
Eph. ii.13, "But now in Christ Jesus," 
&c., dividini!" the subject into (1) The 
position indicated, "in Christ Jesus" ; 
(2) The great change effected, "afar off," 
now "nigh" ; (3) the means by which 
it is accomplished, "the precious blood 
of Christ." The speaker observed, 
""Position here is everything, for all 
men are either in or out of Christ Jesus. 
Many are in Him secretly, and know it 
not ; many enq uirin~ly, and are seeking 
to know thei.r standmg. Others know 
and rejoice in it. Weare in Him as our 
acceptance, redemption, forgiveness, 
inheritance, sanctification, and freedom 
from condemnation. The change effected 
is the result of this standing. AU are 
afar off by nature and wicked works, 
and are only made nigh in and through 
Christ Jesus. The company chosen 
declares the condition of the character. 
The means by which accomplished, the 
precious blood of Christ, the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, the voice of 
which is ever heard before the throne of 
God.'' As the above leading ideas were 
opened up, pointedly illustrated,and evi
dently told outofaheartthatgrew warm 
with the glory of the subject, we could 
say," Master, it is good for us to be here." 
On the following day tea was provided, 
followed by a public meeting ably pre
;,ided over by our esteemed brother M. 
Cannings. one of the deacons of Gurney
road. After reading Psa. cxlv., with 
part of 1 Sam. vii., the chairman gave a 
good keynote for the meeting in a 
spiritual address, dwelling sweetly on 
the E benezer stone of help. The meeting 
was then addressed by brethren Holden, 
Sapey, and Bedingfield, when again 

the truths of the glorious Go.~pel of the 
blessed God were told forth by each 
speaker to the glory of Him whose they 
are and whom they ever glorify, while 
the attentive listeners evidenced their 
appreciation of" the old theology,"salva
tion is of the Lord. The free-will offerings 
of each day were for the pastor, and 
with £1 sent from our brother Kemp'. 
ston, £1 from brother G. Sawyer, and 
10s. from a dear friend at Welling
borou!fh, with several other kind con
tributions, amounted to £ll. The speech 
of brother Muskett, the esteemed pastor 
as he acknowledged the gift was brim~ 
ful of love to his flock, and deep 
gratitude to the God of all grace for all 
those mercies by which they had been 
sustained through another year. After 
a few remarks from Mr. Marsh on the 
chairman's keynote" Ebenezer," a most 
profitable and enjoyable meeting was 
brought to a close. Not the least profit
able feature in these anniversary 
meetings was the soul-cheering meeting 
for prayer and praise held on the 
following Tuesday evening, at which 
brother Holden presided. It is no small 
mercy, when seeking restoration of 
health at the seaside, to have the privi
lege of a cause of truth like that at 
Yarmouth. The Lord ever bless both 
pastor and people, prays A VISITOR. 

B O W (MOUNT ZION, BOTOLPH'S
ROAD).-The thirteenth anniversary of 
the laying of the foundation-stone was 
held on July 26 and 28. On Lord's-day 
July 26, the pastor, W. H. Lee, preached 
mornine- and evening. On the Tuesday 
Mr. Do1bey preached from Psa. xxiii. 
3, with much power. The evening 
meeting was opened by praise, Mr. Flory 
reading Psa. cxxii., a brother engaging 
in prayer. The pastor presiding, made 
some remarks on the origin of the cause, 
there not being a Strict Baptist Church 
at Bow when he himself and friends 
took a hall for the preaching of the 
Gospel, some twenty-three years since; 
and in calling attention to the un
speakable mercy of having houses built 
for the preachmg of the Gospel and 
maintenance of real free _grace truths 
for the glory of God. Mr. G. J. Baldwin 
spoke, founding his cogent address upon 
the Scripture caution, "Remove not the 
ancient landmark" (Proverbs xxii. 28), 
referring to the setting aside if not 
traducing the fundamental truths of 
revelation by the professing Church. 
Mr. Belcher encouragingly dwelt upon 
'' I have seen the affliction of My 
people," &c. Mr. Holden followed, with 
experimental utt.erances based upon the 
Scripture, "Nevertheless the founda
tion of God standeth sure," &c. (2 Tim. ii. 
19), testifying that the truths of God in 
doctrine, experience, and practice had a. 
vital place in the souls of God's people, 
and would be maintained to the last by 
the living family of God. Mr. Burbridge, 
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with living fire and unctio)!-1 spoke11pon forth words of truth and soberness. 
John xix. 5 "Behold the lVlan." With The deacons-brethren ,James Apple
hymn 459 (benham's), given out by an gate and Mills-were much encouraged 
Artillery-street deacon, and a vote of by the spiritual tone of the meeting and 
thanks to the ladies, &c., moved by Mr, the large number of friends gathered, 
James Lee, one of the best of services Among others present we noticed 
closed with praise to God.-J. FLORY. I brethren F. Green and Batt?on, and F, 

-- Applegate and W. Hunt frem Chadwell-
HERTFORD - The anniversary of street.-J. W. B. 

Ebenezer was celebrated on Thursday, 
Sept, 10, when two excellent sermons 
were preached by Mr. T. Bradbury 
of Camberwell. Several ministeriai 
brethren and friends from a distant 
cause favoured us with their presence 
and help. Collections were about as 
usual. Most and best of all, the Lord 
was in our midst.-ALPHA. 

LESSNESS HEATH, KENT. - The 
anniversary of the Sunday-school was 
celebrated on Sunday, Aug. 30th, two 
sermons being preached by Mr. R. 
Bowles, of Hartford. In the afternoon 
the scholars recited portions of the 
Word and hymns in a very creditable 
manner. The superintendent, Mr. W. 
Coles, and other friends gave suitable 
addresses. The weather was all that 
could be wished for, and the atten
tion of the children and friends was 
riveted. The collections were liberal, 
and altogether wehada good day .-BETl,. 

B I S H O P S G A T E (ARTILLERY 
STREET).-On Monday, September 8th, 
1862, the.first anniversary of the forma
tion of this Church was celebrated. 
Messrs. Crowther1 Moyle, W. Palmer, 
Webster, and Mimer, who took part, 
have long since crossed the river of 
death. The Church then consisted of 
eighty members. It appears there was 
no collection on that occasion, and this 
circumstance called forth an editorial 
remark regretting the fact as, " if not 
needed by them, it might have been 
well applied to those who required aid.'' 
This was quite characteristic of the late 
C. W. Banks. On Tuesday1 September 
8th, 1891, the thirtieth anniversary was 
held, and although not under circum
stances quite so favourable as the first, 
yet a good meeting was experienced
the Master's presence was realised, 
while pastor E. Mitchell, of Chadwell
street, preached in the afternoon of the 
joy imparted to those who are saved by 
the free and sovereign grace of God. In 
the evening of the day Mr. J. Barmore, 
of Homerton-row, presided, and read 
and very sweetly expounded some of 
the precious things contained in the 
40th Psalm and the first ten verses of 
Rom. x. The subject for the evening 
was ,; Righteousness," and many who 
came up hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness realised the fulfilment of 
the promise made to such. The speakers 
were brethren Myerso:r;, Sears, J. R. 
Debnam, Mitchell, Cornwell, and W. H. 
Lee-all good men and true, who gave 

WINCHESTER (SILVER-HILL>. 
Special services were held on Aul$'ust 
3rd, when very fair congregatwns 
assembled to hear Mr. W. Webb, of 
Southampton, preach two sermons, and 
it can be added ~hat it was a very profit
able season to all present. The presence 
of the Lord was felt ; saints were com
forted, sinners warned, and to the Lord 
we ascribe all the glory. The text in 
the afternoon was 1 Pet. i. 6, 7 ; after 
which a public tea meetbg was held. of 
which a goodly number partook. The 
text in the evening was Heb. ix. 24. The 
priesthood and intercession of Christ 
were sweetly set forth. We are still 
praying for a blessing 10 rest upon this 
little hill of Zion, and we are watching 
for the Lord to open the windows of 
heaven, and to pour us out a blessing. 
We take this opportunity to thank 
those friends which came from a dis
tance to cheer us, and to help make our 
meetings a success. May God bless all 
His servants, and keep them in the 
purity of the truth, even as brother 
Webb declares it.-FRANK FELLS, 

BERKHAMSTED.-The anniversary 
services on August 25th were encoura
ging. Many were, however. dis
appointed in not being- able to attend 
on account of the unfavourable weather. 
Brother J. H. Lynn preached on the 
occasion, and was heard with great 
profit and pleasure. Thanks to Mr. G 
E. Clark, Cromer, Norfolk, for sending-
5s. on behalf of the chapel debt. Any 
further help would be g-ratefully re
ceived by J. R. Shipton, High-street. 
Berkhamsted, Herts. 

SANDHILL, WILLEY.-Dear Mr. 
Winters, - Anniversary services were 
held on September 2nd. l'\Ir. Bonney 
preached an excellent sermon. and we 
felt it to be a God-sent word to our 
souls. Tea was provided by Mrs. 
Ayling and lady-helpers, to which a 
good number sat down. In the evening 
a public meeting was held. Mr. Billing, 
of Guildford, presided, and prayer was 
offered by Mr. Wonford, and addresses 
were ~iven by Messrs. J. Ayling, of 
Chiddmgfold; Standbrick, of Mayford; 
Mills, of Haslemere, and Bonney. Mr. 
Billing closed the happy meeting with 
prayer. We had friends from London, 
Mayford, Guildford, Haslemere, and 
Chiddingfold. Thanks to all the friends 
for their visit and help. - J .AMES 
AYLING, Chiddingfold. 
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A IlRAXD PL FCKED OUT OF THE 
FIRE. 

DEAR SIR -My lady friend, Mrs. 
Pellatt, has kindly consented to send 
vou a few lines for me. Some time ago 
i looked in the E. V. & G. H. from 
curiosity and there my conscience was 
arrested 'by readino· your solemn ad
dress upon· the word •· eternity." I be
came truly wretched,. and went a~out 
day after day and mght a~ter ~ught 
with the prayer of the publican m my 
heart and on my lips. I had ~o sl~ep 
for several nights; I felt that 1f I died 
I should sink to hell. My dear ~other 
is a praying woman, and she trie~ to 
comfort me ; also my esteemed friend 
Mrs. Pellatt, but not a gleam of hope 
eradiated my ~oul, and not a ray of 
lkht seemed to shed an influence over 
m'v darkened mind. All seemed to me 
" the blackness of darkness for ever." 
Mrs. Pellatt sent me a few lines upon 
the word "eternity," which she has 
allowed me to q note here :-
"Lo.on a w-aYe-washed speck we stand, 

A1nidst a •horeless sea, 
And sing with solemn, trembling notes 

The word 'Eternity.' 
'Eternity '· and must we all, 

E er long from bodies free, 
Launch in a sea of bliss. or woe, 

Launch in · Eternity l' 
Lord make us wise, our needs to know, 

And to the SaYiour flee; 
And hs.n~ upon His blood alone, 

For "ast 'Eternity.'.,. 

Oh how that word " Eternity" rang 
in m.;, ears and sent a knell of doleful 
woe "into ~y already stricken heart. 
God seemed dead against me ; election 
was like an iron barrier between my 
soul and God. Oh, how I wished that I 
had never been born ; my distress can 
never be described by tongue or pen. I 
thought I should lose my semes. 

I longed for the September number 
of the E. V. & G. H., and tried to hope 
that as I was sorely wounded I might 
have some balm through that medium. 
On Saturday last, Septemb1;r 5th_, I went 
to see if I could do anythmg ror dear 
Mrs. Pellatt, as she was so ill. and while 
I was there the E. V. & G. H. came. I 
went upstairs and asked Mrs. Pellatt's 
permission to open it, and as I r~ad the 
opening paragraph I was cons,;:1ous of 
the Divine presence, and I clearly saw 
the doctrine of predeetination as I had 
never before seen it. I went on to read 
dear Mr. Winters' experience, and as I 
came to these words, "Come now, and 
let us reason together," &c., &c:i I felt 
th~ seal of the precious blood or Jesus 
stamped on my guilty conscience, and I 
sank upon the floor bathed in tears. Oh, 
the holy joy I felt I can never fully re
late ; indeed I could sing:-

H LoYe a,ud grief my hen.rt dividing, 
Witli my tears His feet ru bathe; 

Love I much-I've much forgiven, 
(Oh, so much, so mueh, so much), 

I'm a 111iraclc of grace." 

Oh, dear sir, pardon me for saying I 
do esteem you very muoh for Jesu's 
sake. I was a Magdalene breaking my 
dear mother's heart with my sins. Now 
I hope I am another Mary sitting at the 
feet of Jesus. If I could shed an ocean 
of tearsiJ would let them fall one by 
one on .t1is sacred feet, and kiss them 
dry again, 

n Now, freed from sin, I'll walk at large, 
My Saviour·s blood my full discharge; 
At His dear feet content I lay, 
A sinner saved,and homage pay." 

Shall I have five years of heavtm like 
this, as you did? Oh, I hope so. 

Yours obediently. 
LIZZIE 

(Per llf. L. P., Brookholme Villa). 

[We are greatly delighted, and yet 
much humbled in soul, at the Spirit 
and grace of God exemplified in the 
conversion and spiritual liberty of our 
young friend, whom we have never 
personally seen. Our earnest wish is 
that she may long be privileged to 
dwell beneath the sweet smiles of her 
precious Lord, and in every trial prove 
Him to be near to protect and bless, 
agreeably to His promise (Isa. xliii. 1, 
2; liv. 7-13; Zeph. iii. 17). Sincere 
thanks to our kind friend, Mrs. M. L. 
Pellatt, for sending us the above testi
mony of good realised through our 
magazine. We withhold publishing the 
name in full of our young friend on 
this occasion.-En.] 

In c#ttmotiam. 

In loving memory of MRS. FERRIS, 
Leigh House, Acton, whose health has 
been failing for some time. Peacefully 
fell asleep in Jesus on Lord's-day, May 
3rd, 1891, in the 61st year of her age. 
She expressed a wish that she might 
enter her eternal rest on the Sabbath, 
and the Lord graciously granted her 
desire. She, with her beloved husband, 
opened their house for the preaching of 
the Gospel, where a Church was formed, 
Our sister was one of the first mem
bers and was most devoted to the ser
vice' of God's cause. It was her great 
delight to seek the welfare of the 
Tabernacle. She was truly a ~othf!r 
in Israel. " The memory of the Jnst _is 
blessed." Her remains were interred m 
Acton Cemetery, May 9th, and a funeral 
sermon was preached on Lord'~-day 
evening, May 10th. . Text, Pea. x_v1. 11 : 
" In Thy presence 1s fulness of Joy: at 
Thy right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore."-WILLIAM ARCHER, pastor. 



MR. w. E. PALMER, PASTOR (succOTH), RUSHDEN, 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 

( See page 340.) 

WHATEVER may have been the motive of Samson in displaying his 
ingenuity by way of a riddle is difficult to tmderstand. The 

literal fact is, that he had obtained honey from the carcase of a lion, and 
which he partook of himself, and his parents. Had he told his parents 
where he got it from, they probably would not have eaten of it, as it was 
from an unclean animal, and of course polluting. 

The riddle was given, perhaps, to amuse the company then gathered, 
and to pass away the time. It signified in its natural import no more 
than that Samson had found honey for food and pleasure from the lion, 
which, when alive, was prepared to kill and devour him. Yet this 
strange circumstance appears very suggestive if spiritually and sym-
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bolically considered. It undoubtedly shadows forth the grand victory 
which Christ achieved over Satan by His sufferings, death, and after 
exaltation, and the blessed advantages derived therefrom by His elect 
people. 

The disciples hardly seemed to realize their position at the 
death of Christ; Satan appeared to triumph in "bis hour," and 
everything looked dark in the eyes of the followers of the Lord. 
Peter and others went to their old calling for the bread that perisbeth, 
as though they bad given up all hope of the fulfilment of what Christ 
had previously promised; and it was indeed difficult for them to suppose 
that out of such a gloomy circumstance good could possibly come. 

Satan may be looked upon as a great " eater " with a voracious 
appetite. He has devoured or destroyed all that was good in man, and 
utterly ruined him; but Christ by His death has crushed the monster's 
bead, swallowed up death in victory, and brought life and immortality 
to light through the Gospel. When these great facts are, by the Spilit, 
brought to the mind of the believer with power, be is enabled by faith 
to draw from them sweetness and strength. Thus out of that which 
intended the destruction of the Church of God came, through the power 
of our spiritual Samson, both sweetness and strength. 

If we take the slain lion in the riddle to represent the death of the 
lion of the tribe of Judah, the emblem is rich in its bearings and full of 
spiritual comfort, although Christ is not usually set forth and under
stood as the slain lion, but the slain Lamb. What is more blessed than 
the fruit resulting from the death of Christ. The lion is king of the 
forest, and a beautiful symbol of strength and majesty. So Christ is 
King of kings and Lord of lords; and as the Redeemer of His people, 
He is strong to save; His flesh is meat indeed, and His blood drink 
indeed. Naturalists inform us that there is a great curative quality in 
the blood of the lion that will heal the worst of wounds; we are sure 
there is spiritual cure in the blood of Judah's lion. 

The introduction of sin into the world, and the entire fall of man 
through the malice of Satan, will issue in his deeper misery, in the 
greater glory of God, and in the increased enjoyment of the saved for 
€Ver and ever. We do not, of course, mention sin and the fall with 
pleasure, but had man never sinned he had never known a Saviour. His 
"recompense of reward," therefore, had been of works; but now it is of 
grace! The fall of man opened a way for the exhibition of mercy, 
through the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

The persecutions of the Church of God have invariably tended to 
promote its success; and instead of crushing it they have been the 
means of reviving it, and causing the light within it to shine forth with 
greater lustre and beauty. The martyrdoms of the past were the 
cradlings of Protestantism. " The blood of the martyrs was the seed of 
the Church." "Out of the eater came forth meat." 

Personal and relative afflictions have in many cases proved to be 
great " eaters " and " strong" trials; they have wasted the bodies of !Den 
and dried up pecuniary resources; but where they have been sanctified 
they have turned out to be blessings in disguise. Joseph, referring t~ 
the ill-treatment he received from his brethren, said, "Ye thought evil 
against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as_ it is th~ d!1Y• 
to save much people alive (Gen. I. 20). David proved sanctified afflict1_on 
to be good when he said, "Before I was afflicted I went astray." Agam, 
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"It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn Thy 
statutes" (Psa. cxix. 67-71). By affliction God weans His people 
from the world, and brings them to see the emptiness of earth's best 
things and the vanity of human wishes. Affliction has often been the 
means of purifying souls as fire refines gold; the effects of it are blessed 
indeed, when God superintends its operation. 

"The workers of iniquity," says the Lord, "eat up My people as 
they eat bread" (Psa. xiv. 4). Herod, like the "great red dragon," 
mentioned in Rev. xii. 3, 4, endeavoured to devour the child Jesus as 
soon as He was born, but he was not allowed to do so. The effect of 
Herod's malice brought about the fulfilment of the promise as recorded 
in Hosea xi. 1, and Matt. ii. 15. The persecution of John, and bis 
banishment to the desolate isle of Patmos, produced good fruit-namely, 
.the book of Revelation! Had not Bunyan suffered twelve years in 
Bedford jail, we should probably never have had his" Pilgrim's Progress." 
The imprisonment of Paul and Silas was in a great measure the means 
of establishing a Church at Philippi. 

"Death, too, is a great ''eater" and is exceedingly "strong." Death 
is a plague, the king of terrors, and a foe that remains to be destroyed. 
He is most despotic, and pays no more regard to princes and nobles 
than to beggars. Millions upon millions of persons have been devoured 
by him daring the past 6,000 years. But he is a messenger of mercy 
to millions whose precious souls he ushers into glory. "If it is a 
blessed thing for a being pent up amid the closeness of a dungeon to 
exchange its pestilential air for the fragrant breath of paradise, then 
.death has been turned into a blessing, since it dissociates the children of 
the covenant from the pollution of this world, and exalts them to the 
regions beyond the grave, where the Lamb shall feed them, &c. They 
go from a land of darkness to the land of light-from a desert of sin 
and sorrow to the Canaan of purity and joy." 

" Thy ways, 0 Lord, with wise design, 
Are framed upon Thy throne above; 

And every dark and bending line 
Meets in the centre of Thy love." 

We have read of a good man who wished to visit the Continent; but 
on his way to tbe ship he broke his leg, by which he was disappointed 
of his voyage. The ship, however, was wrecked soon after starting and 
all on board perished. On hearing these facts he was thankful for his 
broken leg, and saw that what was a disappointment at the time was 
sent by the God of love to preserve his life. Little trials, as in this 
case, are often sent to prevent greater ones. " Verily Thon art a God 
that hidest Thyself, 0 God of Israel the Saviour." 

"As through a glass we dimly see the wonders of Thy love, 
How little do we know of Tllee, or of the joys above." 

When the warning voice of the Lord shall call us from time to 
Bternity may we be found ready and willing to depart. 

Dear reader, are you concerned about your soul's salvation? Have 
you ever realized strength and sweetne~s. from the sufferings and de~th 
of Christ? If you are a stranger to d1vme grace, and have never cned 
to God for mercy through stark necessity, may He wring a cry from 
JOLlr heart, and save your poor soul for Jesus Christ's sake. A~rnn. 

W. Wrnn:r:,;, l:,htor. 
Waltham Abbey, Essex. 
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OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY-No. XI. 
1\1:R. W. E. PALMER, PASTOR (SuccOTH), Rus1rnEN, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,-At yonr request I give a brief out
line of my strange pathway. I was born. in London, May 9th, 

18:'14. My parents were professedly of the Established Church, and so I 
was brought up to that Church. My father died suddenly, when I was 
about five years old, and, as a consequence, as soon as able, I had to 
lea,·e school and go to work. But from my earliest recollection I had 
a fear of God, and trembled at the thought of death. I often, to calm 
this fear, vowed and resolved to be a Christian. But alas! when I 
entered into life's labour I sought to drown this feeling by enterin()' into 
all manner of sin and wickedness. 0 

Having been taken by ~ neighbour to l~arn the trade of a plasterer, 
after about two years he died, and thus bemg free, and knowing a good 
part of the trade, I was able to earn good wages, and spent them as fast 
as I got them in sinful pleasures; and but for free and sovereign grace 
I know not what the end would have been. About this time my 
mother went to London (we were then living in Kent); shesaw a gentle
man that wanted an apprentice in the flint-glass cutting trade, and she 
thought if she could get me in his employ it would take me from my 
companions in sin; and when she came home, although late, she could 
not go to bed till she came into my bedroom and awoke me and got my 
consent to go to London. I knew the life I was leading was wrong,. 
but too proud to confess it. I secretly resolved to make no companions 
in London, but join some Sunday-school, and be, as I thought, a 
Christian. 

I became a teacher, and tried h:.rd to be a Christian, and was 
thought to be one by others. A bout twelve months after, one of the· 
deac~ns of Spa-field's Chapel (Lady Huntingdon's) spoke to me about 
becoming a member of the Church. I told him that I earnestly desired 
that, but did not think I was quite fit. He gave me a paper with some 
questions on it, told me to take it home, and answer those questions as. 
best I could. Having answered them to the satisfaction of the Church,. 
I received a note informing me that the pastor, Mr. T. E. Thorsby, 
would receive me into fellowship next Ordinance Sunday. Then I 
thought I was indeed a Christian. I had been a member about two, 
years, and a Mr. Lewis, of Rochdale, came to preach sermons to young 
people. His text was Psa. cxliv. 15. He showed so clearly what God's. 
people were, that all my Christianity was gone. He left me a· worthless, 
hell-deserving sinner, without the shadow of a hope, and not till then 
(with all my profession) did I know what it was to be a lost sinner. 
What I went through no tongue can tell, or pen write; only those who 
have travelled a similar pathway can understand. But blessed be God, 
light and liberty came at last; and through free grace, even this poor 
one was enabled to rejoice and sing, "Hallelujah! Jesus is my 
Saviour!" 

From this time the desire to tell to others this glorious Gospel of the 
grace of God burned within me, and for some years I used to go with 
others, and preach in the courts and alleys of Clerkenwell, and other 
places. 

Sometime after, the subject of baptism, its mode, and its subjects, 
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was discussed in our young men's Bible-class, and I was led to see 
immersion was right, and believers the proper subjects; but not till the 
year 1863 was the way made clear, when I was baptized and joined a 
Baptist Church at King's Cross. The desire to speak the glories of 
the Cross, now seemed more intense, and being in a good position, and 
earning good wages, the devil often told me I had better remain as I 
was; but the Lord directed otherwise. I had no rest, a voice was con
tinuously beard, " Go and tell of free and sovereign grace and ever
lasting salvation." Having received a fair education, but sorely feeling 
my need of more, I sought an entrance into the Metropolitan College; 
but not having a friend at court, after waiting some months I received 
a note from Mr. Spurgeon, stating he thought I was too old to go 
through a college course, and I had better remain where I was. I need 
not tell you what I felt. My God knows it all, and in His own time 
made it plain. He opened a door for me. I was asked to take a shut
up meeting place close to Caledonian-road, King's Cross; and in that 
!)lace the Lord blest the word. About twelve months after I received 
and accepted an invite to Red Lion-street Chapel, and there preached 
with many tokens of the Father's blessing, till removing from London, 
I was compelled to resign. In 1871 I joined in fellowship at Ebenezer, 
Homsey-rise (W. S. Waterer, pastor). Mr. Waterer, knowing I had 
been preaching, asked if I would preach for him one Sunday, which the 
Lord helped me to do. I was then introduced by Mr. Waterer and Mr. 
Herring to the Strict Baptist Itinerant Society, and from that time I 
have been fully engaged. 

The educational help I had sought years before, and had been 
refused, was now opened to me. I heard of the Strict Baptist Student's 
Class, held at Meard's-court Chapel. I sought, and gained admission, 
and have reason to be thankful for the help received. There I had the 
pleasure of taking a prize for an essay on the Atonement. 

In 1878 I was called to preach, and received and accepted an invite 
to the pastorate at Offord-hill, Norwich; there the blessing of heaven 
was signally given. In 1883 I was removed to Zion, High Wycombe, 
Bucks, and there our covenant God gave many tokens of His love, to 
which I know many can bear witness. In May, 1889, I received a call 
to my present pastorate at Succoth, Rushden, Northamptonshire, and 
here I wait, as in times past, watching God's band, looking for the 
showers to fall, and waiting His direction in all my ways. If this brief 
account should be helpful to anyone travelling in a strange path,rny to 
Zion above, to our Three-One covenant God be all the praise and glory. 

Yours in Gospel bonds, 
w. E. PAL::UER. 

ONENESS.-There is a difference in appearance between the seed in 
the earth and the little green blade that springs _out of the earth; there 
is a difference between the ear and the full corn m the ear; nevertheless, 
there is an unbroken union and oneness of nature in the whole. There 
is a difference betwP.en a poor, quickened soul, under the guilt of sin, 
fearing bell, and the happy saint, rejoic_i~g in the pro_spect of he~ven; 
but it is all the same grace, the same sprnt, the same ltfe.-Late C. TV. 
Banks. 
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EVER THE SAME LORD JESUS. 

BY SAMUEL BANKS. 

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, yea, and for ever."
Heb. xiii. 8. 

ROCK of Ages ! Impregnable, changeless, eternal ! My anchor-hope 
would glide o'er the shifting sands of modern conceits and worldly 

expedients, to find her abiding-place in Thee ! 
Taking the seventh verse in connection with the above accordino· to 

their (R.V.) rendering, we have the exhortation, "Remember them that 
had the rule over you, which spake unto you the Word of God; and 
considering the issue of tbeir life ( or manner of life) imitate their faith. 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, yea, and for ever." 
Undoubtedly we are enjoined to be mindful of our spiritual guides both 
as regards their teaching and their life, walking steadfastly in the' faith 
once delivered to the saints, holding fast to the truth as it is in Jesus
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Taking the Authorised Version 
of the Scriptures, we read, "Remember them which have the rule over 
you ( or, are the guides), who have spoken unto you the Word of God : 
whose faith follow, considering the end (aim, goal, subject-matter) of 
their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever.'' Thus have we an expression of the object and subject of the 
life and teaching of those who have had the oversight of Churches, and 
who have ministered to us in spiritual things-Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 

Consider the text in relation to our departed ministers-such ae John 
Foreman, James Wells, John Hazelton, William Hazelton," the Village 
Preacher," &c. As I recall the many crowded chapels, the earnest spirit 
of hearing, the zeal and deep spirituality of past days, I sigh, with 
others, "Alas ! they are gone." Yet there is this comfort, if the 
servants are absent t,he Master is present. Many of us it may be have 
read the story of the little girl who, when her father died, saw her 
mother weeping immoderately ; and putting her hand inside her mother's, 
looked up in her face and said, " Mamma, is God dead ? Is God dead, 
mamma ? " And the little one's widowed mother thought, "Surely, 
no." The child's question came into her soul as a heavenly messenger, 
saying, "Thy Maker is Thy husband; the Lord of hosts is His name. 
Dry up your tears. Thy daughter hath a Father in heaven, and you 
have a husband still.'' So we must admit, as regards the fathers, they 
are gone to be with Christ, which is far better ; but Jesus Christ gives 
us still to rejoice in the continuity of His promise, "Where two or three 
are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.'' 
As preachers of the Gospel, what did they seek ? They sought to exalt 
Christ, to ingather the other sheep, to feed those already folded, to be 
faithful stewards. It is even so now ; there is no change in all that ; 
the Holy Spirit is witb us still ; the voices of our fathers are silent here, 
but through other voices the same Spirit speaks, the Gospel is lovingly 
preached and the truth faithfully expounded, and present lives are now, 
by Divine grace, witnessing a Christly profession in the midst of an 
impenitent and unbelieving world. The object, the end, and purport of 
our ministry to-day is the same; it is still the love of Christ which con
straineth, and the Holy Ghost who indwells, and inspires, and instructs. 
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. Ma;r we not, too, regard the text as the sum ?f the entire epistle, 
which 1s a powerful appeal to be on our guard agamst the unbelief that 
comes short, that lets slip and turns aside-a solemn admonition to 
hold fast to the faith, to persevere in the Christian course, clinging to the 
anchorage of a steadfast hope, as those who are in possession of a kingdom 
which cannot be shaken ; everything necessary for the accomplishment 
of these gracious purposes being found in Jesus Christ, and nowhere 
else but there. Precious Jesus, brightness of the Father's glory, express 
image of His person-the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. 
The same yesterday; not the last twenty-four hours (as with us the 
symbol of brevity, "yesterday when it is passed'') but something beyond 
all human thought, the ages without beginning. The same to-day, in 
the actual present ; especially as relating to His followers, in all the 
interests and issues of to-day .Jesus Christ is vitally interested, and 
actively ruling and overruling all in the furtherance of His loving 
designs. "For ever "-blissful, awful word; full of blessing for those 
who· are in Christ ; full of despair for the disinterested. The same ! 
We are told that in the Greek our text might be read with equal correct
ness, "Jesus Christ Himself yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." We 
have all to claim relationship with the" prodigal son." who went beside 
himself, who lost himself, and in his wanderings and guiltiness certainly 
was not himself. But there was a time "when he came to himself." 

Now, blessed be our adorable Lord and Master, He was never other 
than Himself. Though tempted, He overcame and conquered; though 
tried, He endured with patience and without murmuring ; though He 
suffered, yet was He faithful even unto death, being now crowned with 
everlasting glory, bearing that name which is above every name, at 
mention of which every knee shall bow-yet in all this "Jesus Christ is 
Himself yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." Through all the changes 
in our Lord's human life He was ever the same Jesus. In the Infant, 
the Holy Child, the thoughtful, obedient Boy, the comely Youth growing 
in wisdom and in stature and in favour with God and man ; in the manly 
carpenter at His daily work, in the Holy Prophet starting out on His 
public ministry-ever the same Jesus! How vast the changes in His 
wondrous official career ! At Jordan, in His baptism, with the presence 
of the Holy Ghost and the approving voice of His Father from heaven ; 
hungry and tempted in the wilderness ; alone at night in prayer ; 
preaching to the multitude ; feasting with the rich ; asking a drink of 
water from the woman at the well ; eating the Passover with His lovin~ 
friends ; riding in triumph amid the palm-branches, shou_ts of acclaim 
from the people and loud hosannas of the children ; in the garden of 
agony, seized, bound, scourged, bleeding, fainting under His cross ; 
derided, crucified, dead, buried, risen, ascended, exalted, glorified-" God 
bath made THIS SAME JESUS . . . . to be both Lord and Christ." 
"THIS SAME JESUS shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him 
taken up into heaven," was the comforting message received by His 
astonished disciples, as, gazing upward, the cloud received Him out of 
their sight. 

Contrast, too, the immutability of Jesus with the ~ckleness of man
kind and the fleeting circumstances of our present envtronment. Even 
the wisest and the kindest are uncertain. How •grateful, then, should 
)Ve be that we have such a sure foundation as this to build our hopes 
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upon. "I, the Lord, change not." " Having loved His own which 
were in the world, He loved them to the end." What a gracious promise 
is this, "I will never leave thee, I will never forsake thee." 

'' Change and decay in all around I see, 
0 Thou who changest not, abide with me.'' 

Then, again, set the faithfulness of Jesus over against the inconstancy 
of His disciples. ,Jesus Christ the same to-day and for ever, as He has 
been e'er since, in our soul's experience of His grace, we learned to 
trust and love and follow Him who first loved us and gave Himself 
for us. 

" Did Jesus once upon me shine P 
Then Jesus is for ever mine." 

. Nevertheless,_ the experience of the ch~ldr~n of God is mostly inter
mittent ; sometimes on the mount, agam m the lowlands hills and 
valleys. cloud and sunshine, tears and smiles, groans and so~gs. The 
least thing sometimes seems to change the entire aspect, and in a 
moment, a trifling loss or gain, a look, a word, changes the h~peful 
into the downcast, or the sorrowful into the rejoicing. Further, would 
to God there was no ground for the cry :-

" Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love." 

Yet that such is the case most Christians feel and confess and deplore. 
" Often I feel this treacherous heart 

Prone from my Saviour to depart; 
But though I have Him oft forgot, 
His lovingkindness changes not.'• 

To conclude, may we ever remember with gratitude those whom we 
have known and loved, and who have sought to be instrumental in 
promoting our highest and truest well-being, whether as pastor, deacon, 
friend, Sunday-school teacher, mother or father ; and may we have grace 
to persevere loyally and trustfully in the footsteps of Jesus Christ, who 
is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. 

A WORD OF CONSOLATION FOR ZION'S FAVOURITES. 
BY W. OSMOND, PASTOR, ELTHORNE ROAD, HOLLOWAY. 

"In His favour is life."-Psa. xxx. 6. 

THE pilgrims of Zion often need help on their way, seeing it is all 
uphill, and they are the subjects of much weakness; and were it 

not for the perpetual fulfilment of the promise of a covenant making 
and performing God, they would soon fail, droop, and die. But " Thy 
shoes shall be iron and brass;" "And as thy days thy strength shall be." 
This and other promises are renewed day by day to the end of their 
journey. What a variety of experiences are expressed in this Psalm! 
how sudden the transition from one stage to another ! When the 
Psalmist begins he seems to be filled with holy joy of soul; but these 
minutes soon pass away, and anon he is in sickness, sadness, and sorrow. 
And is this so with all God's people ? They must pass tb_rough this 
vale of tears; it is God's appointed way, and it leads to the city of rest. 
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And, besides, this is the way our glorious Leader went, and we must 
follow. 

" In His favour is life " can only be understood experimentally by 
the people of God-by those who are born of God, and are led by the 
Spirit of God. We pray that He who writes and they who read mav 
enjoy " His favour" now, and it shall be an earnest of the full glory to 
which we are bound. 

" What is God's favour?" In its ordinary or universal sense, the 
Psalmist says (Psa. cxlv. 9), "The Lord is good to all, and His tender 
mercies _are over all His works.'' God is favourable to all; God's good
ness, longsuffering, lenity, displayed in all the common blessings of 
creation, in this natural life to all mankind, no life apart from His 
favour, not even natural, this time-state with all His temporal blessings. 
Is it not a favourable providence to be born in a land of Bibles, to 
hear the sound of the Gospel and the eternal truth of God proclaimed 
from day to day? These are God's general favours. But there i!l 
special favour manifested unto His own dear children as a Parent. He 
is the origin of their existence. They are born and re-born according 
to His will, taught of His Spirit, and led to see their interest in the 
covenant love of God, in the redeeming blood of Jesus Christ, and in 
the power and divine comfort of the Holy Ghost. "In this special 
favour of God is life" to the believer. 

In all the blessed relations and characters He takes, are so many 
revelations of His divine favour to the chosen race. In God's Book 
of Scripture many are the titles and appellations suitable to each and 
all, in all their varied states, condition, and circumstances, such as 
husband, brother, shepherd, comforter, intercessor, advocate, mediator, 
&c., &c. And so it is, because He bad a favour unto us, we are what. 
we are, experience what we do, and hope to attain unto the resurrection. 

How is this favour said to be LIFE ? 
1.-His favour is the cause of life, the springhead and fountain, e,en 

natural, more especially that life which is spiritual, eternal, and divine. 
This is the outcome of God's eternal favour, love, goodness, grace. mercy 
in Christ Jesus. The cause is in Himself. The new nature of Jesus 
Christ is bestowed by the Holy Spirit's grace, power, and revelation: 
hence Jesus says, "He shall take of Mine and shall show it unto you," 
and '' Because I live ye shall live also.'' 

11.-In His favour is the object of life. His favour is the whole of 
our spiritual employment; all our gracious desire is towards that. He 
is the Magnet that draws our spiritual affections towards Himself alone, 
to dwell under His smile, to rest in His embrace, and, by precious living 
faith, abiding near unto His heart of love; all our powers engaged, to 
realize, to enjoy His favour. 

Then His favour is the rule of the believer's life. A gracious soul 
lives by faith on the Son of God-His precepts, injunctions, commands, 
exhortations, and invitat·-ions. His word and holy obedience thereunto 
are the rule, the order of our walk, conduct, conversation, and character, 
so that we are known of men as we are ruled by the favour of God. 

Thefav,mr of God is the end or consummation of the believer's life. 
One aim one desire, one motive. His favour-to dwell for ever in His 
favour-'in the meridian sunshine of His glory; no darkness, no cloud, 
but peace, happiness, and bliss for eyer and ever. Unto whom it may 

z 



346 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

be said experimentally, " In His favour is life." To the babe in 
grace-seeking soul. To the returning backslider-home favour. To 
the afflicted saint-Father's hand. To the tempted believer-faith's 
farnur. To the dying Christian-arms of mercy. To the ransomed 
soul-eternal felicity. 

But to the wicked, and ungodly, and unregenerate, you have as yet 
never experienced this special favour of God. If this paper should be 
brought under your notice, and you are seeking to find peace and 
happiness in the world, lat me tell you the favour of the world is 
deceitful, vain, trea,cherous; it tends to sorrow and eternal torment. I 
pray that the Lord may reveal His special favour unto any that may 
read, " In His favour is life; " and that, finding the emptiness of all 
things else beside, you may be led into the fulness of the blessing of His 
divine favour, even the salvation of God. The sovereign favour of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost secured eternally unto all the poor and 
needy, infirm, weary pilgrims to Zion. 

OUR DENOMIN A.TIONAL GLORY. 
BY S. GRAY, PASTOH, BRIGHTON. 

PAPER I. 
(Concludedfrompage 319.) 

UPW A.RDS of 100 years after this, in 1664, young Benjamin Keach, 
Baptist pastor of Winslow, Buckinghamshire, was being persecuted 

for publishing a little work entitled, " The Child's Instructor; or, A.New 
and Easy Primer." The book was written by way of question and 
answer. Here is a snatch of it:-

Q. Who are the right subjects for baptism ? 
A. Believers, godly men and women, who make profession of their 

faith and repentance. 
Q. Do they, then, that bring in infants in a lineal way by genera

tion, err from the way of truth? 
A. Yes, they do; for they make not God's Holy Word their rule, 

but do presume to open a door that Christ hath shut, and none ought 
to open. ·,-

Q. What is the case of infants ? 
.A. Infants that die are members of the kingdom of glory, though 

they be not members of the visible Church. 
Other such questions and answers fill the pages of the primer. When 

Keach was on his trial for publishing his sentiments, the judge called for 
a prayer-book, and proceeded to Rhow to the jury that this "jewel" (as 
Dr. Pusey pronounced it) teaches baby baptism, baby church-member
ship, and baby damnation. And thus he "proved" that Keach was 
wrong. But when the young preacher was afterwards in the pillory, and 
managed to slip one hand out, he held up his Bible, saying, "Take notice 
that the things which I have written and published, and for which I 
stand here a spectacle to angels and men, are all contained in this Book, 
as I could prove out of the same if L had opportuuity.'' 

It is to be much regretted that the Reformers receded from the 
unassailable Reformation position that plain Scripture testimony should 
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deci~e everyt~ing. But th~y did. _Luther. kept Zwingle company by 
makmg the silence of Scripture his rule m regard tr, baptism. The 
Baptists maintained that Christ rr,eant what He said. Luther urcred that 
He meant what He did not say. Now He said plainly,'' He that believeth 
and is baptized." But He did not sny, " He that is a baby and is 
baptized." Luther was obviously wrong. The "Encyclopredia 
Britannica " well says of believer's baptism, that it "may be defined as 
the Reformation doctrine carried to its utmost limit." The Baptists 
could not endure Lather's halfness. Tt is not surprising that when 
Gesenius, the great German Hebraist, first learned what the Baptist 
Churches of his day were, he exclaimed, " How exactly like the Primi
tive Church!" 

As Christianity degenerated, superstitious notions grew apace. With 
these corruptions of the true and pure, baby-baptism came in. It was 
introduced in the middle of the third century in North Africa. But it 
made little or no headway until the appearance of Augustine. This 
champion of ecclesiasticism, sacerdotalism, and sacramentarianism, urged 
that without baptism no one can come " either to salvation or eternal 
life" (Arch. of Baptism). He taught the horrible and fiendish dogma 
that unbaptized babes were damned for ever! :Magistrates joined bands 
with preachers to push on the practice of baby-baptism, and to establish 
the dogmas of its advocates. And so the thing proceeded. Yet the 
innovation found honest and strenuous opponents. The Penny Gyclo
pedia says that there were fifth-century fathers who did not "scruple, in 
spite of edicts and decrees, to condemn the practice of baptizing infants, 
as a deviation from Scripture, and the early custom of the Church." 
Nor were such opposers lacking in the centuries that followed. At 
length we find them in Zurich with zeal and cogency urging that baby
baptism was a useless thing. A Baptist pastor urged in 152:\ that, 
"one might as well baptize a cow or a cali." And he was right: If it 
be justifiable to baptize a babe in the name of the Trinity, without a 
Divine command, it cannot be wrong to baptize a calf. 

The advocates of believer's baptism were tirm. Jeronimus Segerson 
was burnt at Antwerp in 1551 for his principles. His letters, written 
during imprisonment, show him to be a man indeed, and a man of God 
indeed! · Said he, "I had rather be tortured ten times every day, and 
then finally be roasted on a gridiron than renounce the faith I have con
fessed." This grand man, had an equally grand wife. She said to her 
judges, " I acknowledge but one baptism, even that which was used by 
Christ and His disciples, and left to us. Infant baptism is nothing but 
a mere infant's baptism, and a human institution." She was sentenced 
to death. How strikingly the pure, Scriptural, tenets of Baptists con
trast with pedo-baptist sentiments! Melancthon maintained that baptism 
is "operative to salvation." Ridley indulges in superstitious drivel of 
this kind: "The bread, indeed, sacramentally, is CILI.NGED into the 
body of Christ, as th_e water in baptism is_ sacrnmentally changed in(o the 
fountain of regeneration, and yet the matenal substance thereof remarneth 
all one as was before." (Declaration on the Lord's Supper). In 15~;3 
he ord;red that all infants in his diocese " be christened by the priest." 
What transpired at a christening we know. By_ the first Prayer-?ook 
of Edward VI., it was ordered that, after the child had been bapt1zed, 
the minister should array it in a white vestment, saying, "T,1ke this 
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white Yesture as a token of the innocency which, by God's grace, in 
this holy sacrament of baptism, is given unto thee." He then anointed 
the baby's head with oil, saying, "Almighty God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath regenerated thee by water, and the Holy 
Ghost, and hath given unto thee remission ef all thy sins, &c." Is it 
surprising that these miserable practices and sentiments should be 
opposed by Baptists? Bishop Burnet tells us that at this time our 
brethren w-ere numerous in several parts of England. He says, "They 
obser,ed that our Sa,iour commanding the apostles to baptize, did join 
teaching with it: and they said, the great decay of Christianity flowed 
from this u•a.11 of makin.lJ children Christian.~ before they understood 
w-hat they did." Baby-baptism absurdities were naturally ridiculed by 
lo,ers of Bible teaching and practice, just as we ridicule the practice of 
kissing the Pope's toe! Dr. Wall catalogues some of the "profane" 
sayings of these old-time Baptists. One was, "That the hallowed oil is 
no better than the Bishop of Rome's grease or butter." Another 
"profane saying'' was. "That the holy water is more savoury to make 
sauce w-ith than other water, because it is mixed with salt; which is also 
a very good medicine for a horse with a galled back: yea, if there be 
put an onion thereto, it is a good sauce for a giblet of mutton." 

To conclude, if baby baptism was from heaven, Christ was baptized 
at the wrong time. Was He? I have often offered friends a reward of 
a five-pound note if they would show me a text of Scripture which says 
that a BABY is to be baptized, or that a BABY u·as baptized. Will some 
one promise me a five-pound note if I show them, in Scripture, texts 
which teach plainly that BELIEVERS are to be baptized, and that believers 
were b1ptized? 

"KEPT." 
A Paper by G. W. THOMAS, Pastor, Akeman-street, Tring, Herts. 

·• He will keep the feet of His saints."-] Sam. ii. 9. 

SWEET words from the heart of a rejoicing woman, expressive of 
stron" faith in our Lord; and can we not say the same of Him? 

Has He n~t given ns "the Holy Child Jesus?" Have we held Him in 
the arms of onr faith, and praised God for " Ria unspeakable gifts ? " In 
these words there is great comfort for every tried saint. What shall 
harm us if God is our Keeper. God will keep the feet of those who 
walk in His paths. They are saints, the Holy Spirit dwells in them; 
they are born of God, they walk by_ faith, hat~ the very though~ of a 
natural holiness and hunger and thirst after righteousness. Their feet 
He will keep. He will not keep the feet of those who simply seek to be 
kept fro:n eternal woe; but of those who wish to be kept from all th~t 
does not accord with the will of their heavenly Father. Such commit 
the keeping of soul and body to God who is willing and able to keep, 
and who say from the heart, "I delight to do Thy will, 0 my God; yea, 
Tbv law is within my heart." 

·what will He keep them from? From frequenting the society of ~he 
uniodly, from approaching the precipice of temptation, from prospenty 
wh1ch brinaeth a snare, from circumstances that are likely to be adverse 
to their spiritual life and usefulness, from erroneous doctrines, from 
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vain speculations, from misinterpretation of His providence, from fear 
of death. 

What He will not keep them from. He will not keep them from 
trials, privations, bereavements, worldly losses, perplexing conflicts, the 
tongue of slander, and the misjudgment of friends. But He will keep 
them in these, "I am with thee," and when the trying dispensation has 
worked His will, and we have learned our lessons, we shall come off 
"more than conquerors." He will keep us by the promises, by the 
example of Christ Jesus, by the preaching of the Gospel, by gathering 
together in meetings for prayer, by giving us the love of private 
prayer, by leading us out to self-examination. Thus He instructs n~, 
and we feel we are" kept by the power of God." 

Sometimes, when a broad sea stretches before ns, we are ready to say, 
"We are safer where we are." But the enemy presses on, and we have 
to go forward. Then a path is opened before us through the depths of 
the sea, and our feet are kept; and then our hearts may fear there is a 
waste howling wilderness beyond, and it may be that the devil shows us 
a side path, and says, " Here is ease, wealth, honour ; " but this promise 
is only valid when in the path of God's choosing, and so upheld and kept, 
we follow the path our Lord opens up; and, in His own good time, we 
shall stand upon the eternal shore of the upper world, and, looking toward 
the throne, say, " He has kept my feet and brought me safely home." 
Then shall we join the ransomed in the song of Moses, the servant of 
God, and the song of the Lamb. Amen. 

UNMERITED LOVE. 
Brief Nous of a Sermon preached by MR. W. GILL, on June 3rd, at the 

Annual .Meeting of the Svjfolk and .Norfolk Association. 
. Text:-" God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
~_hosoever believeth in Him should not perish, bnthave everla~ting life."-Jolm 
lll. 16. 

YOU remember that interesting nairative recorded in the early part of 
this chapter between Nicodemus and Jesus. Nicodemus lacked one 

great essential, yet in His heart was a desire to know something about 
the things of God. Some have said, "he sneaked to Jesus by night, 
because He was ashamed to go to Him in the day." Better go to Him 
in the night than not go to Him at all. " Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God," for blind people cannot see. 

First of all, this text suggests to us God's love. We cannot see com
pletely, or understand fully, God·s loi·e. We are not to unders~and by 
the word world in this verse, everybody in the world. God bas two 
kinds of love-common and peculiar. Common, covers all; peculiar, is 
the property of all who love God's Christ. The com~on lov~ of ~od as 
seen in these things only tend to the mental or physical gratincat10n of 
the man. Let us ask you to consider what the love of God in the text 
refers to. "The devil taketh Jesus up into an high mountain, and 
showed Him the kino-doms of the world, and glory of them, promising 
them all to Him ir°He would worship him." Jesus meant His love 
should extend throughout the length of the world, resting upon the 
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objects of His love. In Luke's Gospel we read, '' The whole world 
went up to be taxed." It could not mean the entire world; it is 
spoken in a limited S€nse. Also here, God's love, we would say, is 
soverr(qn and unmeri:ted. Herein is love; not that we loved God, but 
that He lo,ed us. Poor sinner, sitting yonder, did you ever do any
thing to merit the love of God? Nothing! Your language must be: 

" Black I to the fountain fly, 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die." 

You "ill find His lo,e unmerited. In Hosea xiv. we read that He 
loves us freely. Not only is His love free, but eternal and unchanging. 
Can you go back and tell us when God first loved us? "A woman may 
forget her sucking child," but no child was ever brought into God's 
fellowship that He forgot. It is transcendent love. We feel 
than1.."ful that we have One in whom we may trust. We talk about 
the love of a wife or mother, but when we think of the love of God, 
it is beyond our comprehension-it is inexpressible and inconceivable 
love. It is the one theme that will occupy our thoughts in heaven. 

" Millions of years my wondering eyes 
i:ihall o'er Thy beauties rove; 

And endless ages I'll adore 
The glories of Thy love." 

Let us now turn for a few moments to the manifestation of this love. 
God makes no promise that He does not perform. God promised that 
the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent's head. That promise 
holds good, as long as there is a vessel of mercy in the world. You see 
He was not authorised to make this sacrifice by any higher than 
Himself. "Lo, I come in the volume of the Book it is written of Me, 
to do Thy will, 0 God." 

It was an illustrious gift-not silver or gold, and not an archangel to 
annihilate sin. He gave His Son. It was God's greatest gift. It was the 
greatest manifestation of God's love, His greatest gift. Yea, it was all 
God could give. When He gave Christ He gave all things with Him. 
It was an unconditional gift, efficient and sufficient to meet the 
claims of a broken law. You may think you are hopeless and lost, 
but in the gift of the Lord Jesus is seen one who takes your place, 
trembling sinner. Do yon feel as if God had tied your sins up in a 
bundle, and put them upon your back? It is a heavy load. May the 
Spirit give you to feel there is One who has met the claims of the 
law for you. God's Son becomes man, and is given over to Incar
nation. Ko trumpets announced His birth, but angels did. He must 
become man, because He had to take man's place. He was given over 
to humiliation and crucifixion. He knew what it was to be poor and 
to be set at nought. Try and imagine Cal vary's scenes. No sorrow 
like His. Are we not sometimes struck with the fact of what He 
bore? He was death's master, and we rejoice in this great manifesta
tion of God's love. "God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." Perish! that word comprehends all sorrow. 
Perish! perish! h0w many go without thinking about it. Perish! how 
dreadful it must have been to see Jerusalem perish before the Roman 
soldiers; but oh, who can tell how awful it must be for a soul to perish? 
May the Holy Ghost impress upon your mind that word perish. Let me 
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turn away from 'this dark scene. He gave His Son that we mio-ht not 
perish, but have everl~sting life. It implies heaven, and a robe olpurity, 
snatched from the brrnk of hell, and placed among the spirits of the 
just made perfect. My aim is, as far as possible, to point to Christ and 
to that theme of love which angels cannot understand. May He bless 
you for His name's sake. Amen. 

MR. S. T. BELCHER, PASTOR, HOMERTON ROW, 
LONDON. 

( Cori eluded frorii page 313.) 

l\IY CALL TO THE MINISTRY. 

BEFORE my c mversion, I was totally ignorant of the way God saved 
sinners, though from my earliest days I had a dread of God, and often 

thought I saw Him in the clouds in shape like unto a man. I was a 
dreadful coward whenever I thought of death, and feared to sleep in a 
railway train lest an accident should cast me suddenly into God's 
presence with-as the poet said-

" No reckoning made, but with all 
My imperfections on my head," 

and with no time to prepare myself. But now that the Holy Spirit 
had taught me that the work of preparation was His, and that that 
preparation was on the grounds of the blood and righteousness of 
Jesus Christ, it all seemed so beautiful that I desired to know the way 
of God more perfectly, and to this purpose began to commit to memory 
many portions of the sacred Word. 

I had but few booh, little time for reading. and little inclination 
to read anything but the Bible, from whence I can truly say that I 
learned the truths I hold and preach this day, though I received much 
assistance from my wife. But I had a fellow-servant whom I valued 
and esteemed as much as any man on earth; he belonged to the Bible 
Christian community, and wa~ an out-and-out Arminian, iYho rejoiced 
in my conversion, but grieved over my doctrines. Nothing pleased me 
better than when holding controversy with him on the doctrines of 
grace. These controversies naturally caused me to study the Word more 
closely, and frequently inspired within me a desire to preach the trnths 
I held so dear. 

One day our brother Barradell had come to see me, and we were 
discussing somewhat warmly as to the merits of two preachers; he pre
ferring the one and I the other; and finding that I was very stubborn 
in my own opinion, he told me that I ought really to know better than I 
did, seeing that I was half a preacher myself. This remark touched a 
chord that has never ceased to vibrate. I-half a preacher, and brother 
Barradell to think so! Then, why not a whole preacher? The Lord 
had used men quite as sinful as I, and why not me? And so I sought 
by prayer to know His will in the matter. I could . not attend the 
evening services on account of my long hours of busmess, and I felt 
this to be a great deprivation. But_ a City missionary, whc hel~ his 
services later, pressed me to attend his meetmgs, and on one occas1~11 I 
did so, when, to my surprise, he called upon me to address the meetmg. 
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I shall never forget it-the preaching fever left me in en instant, and 
in its place a palpitating heart, a sheepish confusion, and a knee fever 
ensued. 

I had had during the day some sweet meditations on Isa. liii. 6, and 
though I trembled very much I spoke for about twenty minutes. The 
next Lord's-day found me preaching by the old pump on Chelsea Broad
way, from whence I was quickly hustled by another City missionary, 
who said I was trespassing on his territory, and I went away cast down, 
but not destroyed. 

The late pastor, Mr. H. Wise, was once making some observ11.tions 
on the leadings of God, during which he said that a friend of his, a 
brother in the Lord, was working in the City Mission, waiting for a call 
to the ministry. This remark often came upon me with much force, 
and I thought if that was the way for one brother it might also be for 
me. Thus influenced I made application to the society, passed the 
necessary examinations, was accepted, and sent to a district at--. 
But the reverend gentleman who was to be my superintendent refused 
to allow me to work in his parish (which, marvellous to say, was at 
Homerton) because I was a Strict Baptist, saying " there were already 
too many Dissenters around him l " 

The reminiscences of 6½ years of work as a city missionary might be 
interesting, but not convenient to-day. Suffice it to say that the whole 
time was one long chronicle of domestic affliction, my dear wife bearing 
the brunt of the suffering. But while it was evident the Lord had 
called me to "kiss the rod," yet gave He grace to learn such lessons as 
will never be forgotten-lessons of sin, of self, of the corruptions of 
Christendom, of the grace of God, and the power of the Holy Ghost; 
lessons which could never have been learned in a pastor's college, some 
from books, but many more from human depravity, some which I never 
wish repeated, but which, having learned, I have never regretted 
learning. 

The Lord was pleased to give me many souls for my hire, but clerical 
intolerance was the bugbear of my life, till I got so disgusted with the 
whole thing that I resolved, come what would, to seek again for secular 
employment and renounce all ideas of missionary or ministerial work. I 
then accepted a re-engagement with my old employer, at no small sacri
fice, and left the mission. The secretary, desiring to retain my services, 
offered me the choice of three other districts; but having once decided 
nothing would move me, and thus I left, honourably and respected. 
This was in March, 1881. Six months after I had removed to Millwall, 
I with my wife and family were walking across the island. We inad
vertantly entered into a mission-hall, and took our seats near the door. 
It was on a Sunday evening. The good brother in charge came and 
spoke to us, and we soon got into a lively chat about the good things, 
during which he said he had been very ill and felt very unfit for the 
evening service, and as he believed the Lord had sent me there, he would 
be very glad if I would preach for him. After some hesitation and 
sundry nudges of disapproval from my wife, I consented. I had a g?od 
time. Thus the old chords began again to vibrate with earnest desires 
to preach the Gospel of Christ. 

Shortly after I joined the Strict Baptist Ministers' Associati~n, and 
our brother Archer sent me to preach at Grays, on the Christmas-
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day, J 881, being on a Sunday. I next went to the room at Acton, where 
I preached to a congregation of three. From there to Courland-grove, 
which was the first pulpit I had entered, and I have recently heard that 
the savour of that day remains till this day. Within a few months I 
became fully engaged; our brother Noyes and my pastor, the late .J. S. 
Anderson, taking no little interest in my goings out and comings in. 
I had several calls to supply with a view. Two I accepted and served, 
Bexley-heath for nine months, and Rushden for six months, and though 
the calls were unanimous at either place I declined. 

In May, 1885, I went to Watford, where I received a call, which I 
accepted, and remained until the end of last year. Soon after my settle
ment the little chapel was thought to be too straight, and it was decided 
to enlarge our courts, and so marvellously conspicuous were the provi
dences which opened the way that ground was bought and a chapel 
erected at a total cost of about £2,600, £400 only of which was owing 
when I left. 

At the end of 1889 and beginning of 1890 I had pressing requests 
to settle at Watford, but as I received no indications from the Lord 
that I should do so, I thought in all honesty to the Church I would 
resign my pastorate and make way for one who would go. In February 
I tendered my first resignation, which was refused; but shortly after, 
my business weighing heavily and my health giving signs of failure, 
and having since February lost all confidence in the pulpit, and feeling 
that my work was done, I resigned and left. But I visited all my sick, 
buried all my dead (save one), wrote several essays, compiled my "Order 
of the Faith," conducted all services except Mondays, managed a manu
facturing business, preaching and speaking at various places in town 
and country, without so much as a fortnight's holiday. 

In conclusion, I may say the presence of so many of the friends to
day encourages me to hope that my labours were not in vain, and that 
I still have a place in the affections of the people. 

'rffE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 
The Pulpit and the School. By R. E. 

Sears, pastor, Little Alie-street, White
ohapel. This address, delivered at 
Keppel-street, London, at a Conference 
of Sunday-school workers on May 8th. 
1891, will be found most interesting and 
instructive. It is brimful of sound gospel 
and good common-sense, and ought to 
be circulated broadoast everywhere. 

The Spirits in Prison. By E. W. 
Bullinger, D.D. Price 6d. London: 
Published by the .Author, 7, St. Paul'il
ohurchyard, E.C. Very ably written, 
and worthy of close examination. 

The Ludgate Mo1ttkly. Published at 
Ludgate-square, London, E.C. Price 
3d. A superior magazine, beautifully 
printed and full of illustrations. 

Joseph, Prime Jfinister of Egypt. By 
C. Rumfitt, B.A. London: R. Banks 
and Son, Raoquet-oourt, Fleet-street. 
Price 3d. A lovely piece of sacred 

biography, which cannot fail to interest 
and profit young and old who may 
prayerfully and carefully read it. 

Irish Baptist Home .Mission Report, 
1890. The work done bv this mission 
is very gratifying. Cash balances in 
hand at December 3l~t, 1890, £16 Us. -!d. 

Thoughts upon the Jews a., a T~pe of the 
Elect Chierch ~J God. By John Franklin. 
London: R. Banks and Son, Racquet
court, Fleet-street. Price ls. 6d. There 
are many deep and precious truths 
couched in this unique work which we 
hesitate not to say will interest the 
reader. Our author says in the preface 
of his work : " I am no prophet, neither 
am I a prophet's son; but a butcher, of 
Chiswick, Middlesex, and one who was 
quite happy, and hoped to remain con
nected with my trade to the end of life. 
I was an enthusiast in the sphere my 
God placed me in, and can truthfully say 
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I c>nYi<:d no nrnn his calling, trade, or 
profession. Tweh-e years ago the Holy 
Spirit made known to me that He would 
qualify me to preach and declare the 
words He spake to me, and since that 
time He alone has been my School
master." Few men are favoured with 
ministerial rredentials equal to the 
abo.e. 1Ve hope our author will be 
rewarded for the labour he has bestowed 
in the production of the little work be
fore us. It is bound in cloth and well 
printed on g-ood paper. 

Brho/d 1hr B,·irl~g,·oom Cometh! By 
W". Par,ons. •· A British Sailor." Price 
2d. London: R. Banks and Son, Rac
quet-court, Fleet-street, E.O. Well 
stored with plain gospel truth, put forth 

in a homely. bnt telling manner, and 
likely to be productive of good if care
fully and prayerfully read. Wo hope it 
will realise the circulation it deserves. 

SERMONS. - The Calvinistic P1tlpit 
contains free grace sermons by verv able 
ministers of long standing, not all Strict 
Baptists, we wish they were. A Wm·d of 
Warning. By C. Cornwell. Heads of 
families, and all those in charge of chil
dren should read this sermon. Satan! 
His Devices, by the late W. Parks. of 
blessed memory. (50 copies for 7d.). To 
be had of D. Fisk, 6, Brighton-place. 
Brighton. We very highly commend 
Mr. Fisk for his labour of love in re
publishing such precious portions of 
Gospel literature as the above. 

MR. S. F. GROVER. 

OuR brother was born in Chichester, and fell asleep in Brighton in the 
49th year of his age. He left his birthplace for his dea.thplace when 17 
years of age. The year following his arrival in Brighton he set out for 
London to see a brother who was lying ill in a hospital. On his way he 
was overtaken in the Clayton Tunnel accident. Mercy spared him, and 
grace seized him. He prayed his first real prayer then, "Lord, make me 
like my brother." Soon after this he heard Mr. Isaacs preach from the 
text, "Will ye also he His di~ciples?" On retiring from the chapel an 
elderly Christian friend placed her hand affectionatPly upon his shoulders, 
saying to him, "Well, my boy, will you also be His disciple?" He was 
very much affected by this kindly appeal. Some time thereafter be found 
heart-cheer in the words, "I was brought low and He helped me." One 
Sunday afternoon he led the singing at the Town Hall, when the Lord's 
Supper was being administered. While singing the third verse he broke 
down, his heart being fairly overcome with the sentiment which was so 
much his own:-

" Black I to the fountain fly, 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die." 

He was forthwith baptized August 2nd, 1864. About 16 years ago he 
first came to Richmond-street. Strange to say, Mr. Atkinson announced 
as the first hymn of the morning, " Rock of Ages,'' &c. For about 15 
years he was in office in our Sunday-school, and he served that institution 
well. For 7~ years he was deacon of our Church, and he used the office 
well. It was a great grief to him to be unable to fill his seat in chapel, as 
it was also a great grief to find himself unable to bear the strain of family 
worship. When a sore, circumstantial trial came upon him in December 
last, his mind had been so prepared for it as that he could calmly say:-

" His love in time past forbids me to think 
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink," 

He gradually grew feebler and feebler, until he took his departure for 
Paradise on Friday, July 10th. The Tuesday before he died, with his arms 
encircling his young daughter, he prayed, "Oh Lord, take _care of _my 
loved ones.'' On the evening of that day he spoke of Christ, sa:png, 
"He's near me! He's near me ! ·• He likewise prayed in the writer:s 
hearing," Dear Jesus, do help me to be patient; do help me to bear this 
great pain." I reminded him of the Saviour's words, "As the Father 
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hath loved Me, so have I loved you," whereupon, with subdued emphasis 
he said, "Everlasting love.'' I quoted the lines:- ' 

"Jesus sought me when a stranger," 
"Ah! " said he, "I sang that years ago," intimating that it was not 
something new to him. After this he said, "I wish I could speak more 
of the Lord's goodness, but I am so exhausted, my pains are so very 
great." At length he supposed himself to be sinking, and said," Faint! 
faint! faint! I'm going! I'm going! I'm going!'' Then, clasping his 
hands, with his head bowed, he addressed the Lord, "Precious Jesus, into 
Thy hands I commit myself; for Thou hast redeemed me, 0 Lord God of 
truth." Next day, Wednesday, he repeated the hymns," Sun of my soul'' 
&c., and" For ever with the Lord.'' In the evening when I visited him, 
he said," I'm so empty; but the fulness of Christ-that is what I have to 
think about.'' So, too, these golden words fell from his lips, "Dear 
Jesus! He is my strength and my song! Oh, that I could praise Him 
more!" 

On the Thursday, his dear wife sympathetically mentioned his faint
ness, and giving a spiritual tone to his reply, as he gave a spiritual turn 
to his emptiness on the previous day, he responded, "Yes, faint, yet 
pursuing.'' Early on Friday morning (the morning of his decease) he asked 
his wife to press bis arm tightly that the pain might be slightly abated. 
She did as be wished, supporting him in bed the meanwhile. "There 
are other arms than mine about you, dear,'' she reminded him. "Yes,'' 
said he," everlasting arms.'' Just a little before be passed away he prayed, 
"Dear Lord ,Jesus, give me re5t.'' And the Lord of glory has rested him 
for ever. 

For 24 years he moved heavenward with his sorrowing widow, who is, 
happily, predestinated to live with him for ever and ever. For 11 years 
his pastor had a place in his heart. In the Christian, and in the deacon, 
I have lost a friend-a choice friend. His memory will be without a 
drawback. " I am distressed for thee, my brother; very pleasant hast 
thou been to me.'' S. GRAY. 

MRS. MARY ANN BARRELL. 
It has been said that one of the sweetest words in our English language 

is "mother." What a blank in the home and heart when the mother is 
gone-

" How we long for the touch once again 
Of that dear vani~hed hand, 

And the sound of that voice that is still." 
Such has of late been the wriLer's experience. Our dear mother was born 
on the 8th of ,January, 1821. Her parents were hard-working, industrious 
people, both honourable members of the Church at Stoke Ash. Mother 
was early in life impressed with the reality of divine things, not living 
altogether a stranger to God, yet wandsred about having no home among 
the Lord's people, until after some of her children had been brought to a 
personal acquaintance with Christ, and hnd been constrained tn follow 
Him through the ordinance of believers' baptism. Having told her tale 
and being accepted by the Church at Stoke Ash, she was, by Mr. S. K. 
Bland, b<iptized on Lord's-day, July 8th, 1880. 

The last few years of her life her health was very indifferent ; she 
suffered frum disease of the liver aud other maladies. She was taken 
worse last April, but revived again and lingered on until Wednesday, 
August !Utb when she was much worse, apparently taken with death; 
and after one' week of acute bodily anguish, she was ushered into the many 
mansioned home. It was the writer's privilege and pleasure to nurse her 
in her dying hours. For the benefit of some of God's timid ones, we would 
add that she was a woman all her life subject to bondage through fear of 
death, but the last week all her fears were gone; although in great 
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bodily anguish her hopes of heaven were bright and clear. Once, when 
someone spoke about the solemnity of going down the dark valley, she 
replied, "It is beautiful." She knew she was dying, and longed for the 
messenger to come and set her free. Her home, her children, and her 
flowers were all intensely dear to her, but nothing seemed to trouble her. 
Again and ngain she repeated, "I long to go home,"" I want to go home." 
On the Wednesday morn, with muffled voice, she bequeathed to her 
youngest child a volume of "Spurgeon's Interpreter." She had spent 
many happy hours over it, and derived great comfort from it (the book 
was the gift of J. T. Morton, Esq.). Often while perusing its pages last 
winter, she would say how she wished the kind donor knew the comfort 
it yielded her. 

Later on in the day I repeated, " The last enemy that shall be destroyed 
is death. Mother replied," Yea, yes, yes!" She lingered on until about 
7 a.m. on Thursday, August 27th, conscious to within about fifteen minutes 
before the exit took place. Thus, though in life a woman of many fears, 
at eventide it was truly "Light." Words fail to express how much we 
miss her, but the Lord gave and the Lord bath taken away. May we be 
helped to add, "Blessed be the name of the Lord.'' All that remained of 
our dear mother was laid to re8t in the burial ground at Stoke Ash on 
Tuesday, September 1st. Her six children and other friends followed the 
body to the grave. Mr. C. Hill officiated. 

"Let me live a life of faith, 
Let me die Thy people's death.'' 

So prays, P. BARRELL. 

We have to record the death of a much-loved member of the Church 
at Little Stonham-our brother WILLIAM FARROW, who fell asleep in Jesus 
on the 2nd of July, aged 80 years. Seldom do we witness such a blessed 
calmness and resignation in death as our brother manifested. We were 
permitted to pay him several visits, and always found him resting on the 
Rock, Christ Jesus. He said he should like his pastor, Mr. Grimwood, t.o 
speak a little to the living after his death, not to exalt him, but his living 
Lord; choosing for his funeral sermon text, 1 Cor. ii. 19: " Eye bath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither bath it entered into the heart of man, the 
things that God bath prepared for them that love Him." We miss our 
friend and brother much, who was uncle to our minister. May the Lord 
bless his sorrowing widow with grace to bow in submission to the will of 
God, who cannot do but what is right. 

" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
Nor can the heart conceive, 

What blessing are for them prepared 
Who in the Lord believe.'' 

S. GRIMWOOD. 

In loving remembrance of JOHN WILD, of Hayes, Middlesex, who 
sweetly fell asleep in Jesus on the 23rd August, 1891, aged 60 years. 
"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord." 

" In hope of life eternal given, 
Behold a pardoned sinner dies: 

A legal blood-bought heir of heaven, 
Called to his mansion in the skies." 

Interred in Harmondsworth Churchyard, 26th August, 1891. 
Years ago, when health permitted, our departed brother's steady form 

and cheerful face was often seen in the Metropolis, mingling with God's 
people in the various churches of truth, and very frEquently was he found 
presiding at meetings contending for the distinguishing dcctrines of 
grace. He will be missed, not only at Hayes Tabernacle, but Ly many of 
God's poor tried ones.-J. W. B. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
THE OPENING OF A NEW PLACE 
OF WORSHIP AT PONDER•S END. 
Special services to celebrate the open

ing of the School Chapel, Nag's Head
roi.d, Ponder·s • end, were held on 
Wednesday i.9ctober 7th. In the after
noon Mr. winters, who, through the 
mercy and faithfulness of a prayer
hearing and answering God is so far 
restored to his usual health, and whom 
the friends of Ponder's-end and others 
gathered together on Wednesday were 
delighted to see among them, preached 
an earnest and appropriate discourse 
from Isa. lx. 13, "I will make the place 
of My feet glorious.'' The preacher first 
observed " the spots or localities made 
glorious by the footsteps of Christ," 
such as the holy places sanctified by His 
presence of old-the ground where He 
met with His servants, the prophets, 
patriarchs, and holy men of old. The 
temple and courts thereof, the streets 
of Jerusalem, the roads and villages of 
Palestine : these places were glorified 
by His example, His preachings and 
miracles of healing. Zion, His re
deemed Church ; the souls and services 
of believers are each and all made 
blessed by His abiding presence. 
Secondly, the preacher was led to dilate 
upon the "infallible purpose and pro
mise of the Saviour to glorify the place 
of His feet." The potent "I will" con
firms the truth of the declaration, the 
I wills of Scripture being very encoura
ging and strengthening unto the chil
dren of God. Lastly, allusion was made 
in most suitable terms to "the manner 
or respect in which the Redeemer 
glorifies the place of His feet." This 
was said to be performed by His mani
fested and experienced presence enjoyed 
by His Church and people ; also by the 
faithful ministry of truth wherein the 
grand and distinguishing doctrines of 
grace a.re fearlessly proclaimed by 
holy and unblemished lives; also of 
ministers and people ; in addition, by 
the con ver,ion of precious souls, and 
also by the edificalion and comforting 
of the tried children of God. Thus the 
preacher expatiated upon these oppor
tune and delightful themes to the joy 
and profit of a goodly and attentive 
audience. 

A public tea was afterwards partaken 
of by about seventy friends. 

In the evening our dear brother W. 
Kempston occupied the ohair. Brother 
W. Pallett, jun., announced the opening 
hymn, beg·inning-

" O G0cl of Bethel. by whose hand 
Thy people still are fed." 

The chairman, after reading part of 
1 Kings viii., and earnest prayer by 
brother James Lee gave a very suitable 
address, urging the friends to stand 

firmly to the doctrines, precepts, and 
ordinances as set forth in the New 
Testament. The chairman in touching 
terms referred to his connection with 
the opening of a Strict Baptist cause 
in Ponder's-end some years ago, but 
which had since passed out of the de
nomination. His exhortation to abide 
by the truth in faith and order was 
therefore the more timely and appro
priate. He spoke highly of Mr. Hewitt 
as a worthy man of God and a faithful 
preacher, and one who had laboured 
hard to establish a cause of truth at 
Ponder's-end. Mr. Hewitt, at the re
quest of the chairman, gave the follow
ing brief sketch of the orig_in of the 
Strict Baptist cause, Nag's Head-road, 
Ponder's-end :-

'This cause was commenced chiefly by 
three friends, namely. Mrs. B. Almond 
and Mr. and Mrs. Hewitt. For a period 
of twenty-two years Mr. Hewitt had 
been a stated minister in the open 
communion section of the Baptist 
denomination; but, in consequence of 
the prevalence of error and the coun
tenance given to worldly amusements 
by that body, and because he had 
encountered so much opposition for 
preaching the distinguishing doctrines 
of grace, he resigned his connection 
with that system, and in the month of 
October, 1887, he and his wife, with her 
sister, Mr~. Almond, became united in 
Church fellowship with the Strict 
Church (Ebenezer, Waltham Abbey) 
under the pastoral care of Mr. W. 
Winter~. The distance of four miles 
separating us from Waltham proved in
convenient for us regularly to attenci, 
and we began to wish that the Lord 
might so ordain that a place of meet
ing might be provided at Ponder's-eud. 
At length, in the year 1890. two male 
members of the Open Church at 
Ponder's-end withdrew from that 
Church, and one of them, Mr. W. Ellum, 
becoming acquainted with our desire to 
engage a room, proffered us one in his 
cottage, which offer we gladly accepted. 
On Wednesday evening, August oth, 
1890, we met for worship for the first 
time. Denham's hymns were sung, and 
Mr. C. Hewitt led the devotions and 
preached from that precious portion in 
Exod. xxxiii. H. "My presence s!iall go 
with thee." The friends appeared to 
find it good and pleasant to wait thus 
upon the Lord. The de,ire wa, ex
pressed that Sabbath services should 
also be conducted, and to this end a 
notice was inserted in the EARTHEN 
VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD that a 
room had been procured, and that the 
help of ministerial brethren would 
be acceptable. Immediately several 
brethren responded by offering their 
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services gratis out of sympathy to the 
infant cause; this greAtly cheered the 
hearts of the few friends. At first the 
attendance wa.s very small, but after
ward the congregations rapidly in
-creased. Other few ea.me to settle at 
Ponder's-end, a.nd joyfully cast in their 
lot with us. Then arose the desire to 
secure a larger room, but, not being 
able to find one in the locality, we be
ra,n to entertain the thought of erect
mg a place ourselves. Plots of land 
were for sale at £35 per plot, A build
ing fund was started, but the under
taking appeared stupendous and im
possible. However, we still hoped in 
God and went forward. Mr . .Hewitt 
-commenced soliciting- assistance in the 
month of February, 1891. Meeting with 
-encouragement, he collected sufficient 
to pay a deposit of £ 7 on two plots of 
land, costing £70. A committee of five 
was f~rmed to carry out the buildino
schP:-_-3, namely. C. Hewitt1 B. Almond', 
W. l"'J.tes, W. Ellum, ana W. Allen, 
Money was speedily collected to pay for 
the fencing of the land, namely, £10. 
The whole of the balance due on the 
land was raised by August 6th, 1891, 
when the stone of the new building 
was laid by Mr. C. Wilson, of Hill
street, Dc.rset-square. On that occasion 
theday'8 proceeding:s,including £5 from 
Mr. Wilson, realisea £19 4s. 8d. Thus 
the £63 balance was cleared off with 
interest, freeing the land of all liability. 
The new School Chapel, built by 
Messrs. Almond, of Ponder's-end, in
-eluding furniture fittings, will cost 
£2"25. Towards this worthy under
-taking the following friends kindly con
tributed five pounds each:-Mr. But
cher, Chesham ; Mr. Whitehead, Pot
ter's Bar; Mr. Cooler, Ponder's-end, 
and Mr. Brading, of Tottenham. Many 
thanks are due to all friends far and 
near, with the young friends connected 
with the cause who have contributed so 
lovingly of their substance, also to Mr. 
Hunt, who has secured several penny-a
week subscribers. 

Short and appropriate addresses were 
given by brethren W. Winters, F. C. 
Holden, J. W. Banks, J. Copeland, J. 
.J. Cooler, and others. 

Brother C. Hewitt thanked the friends 
for their kind help and presence, and 
brother R. Alfrey closed the happy 
meeting with prayer. In addition to the 
brethren who addressed the meeting, 
there were present brethren Brown, 
Buttery, Holton, friends from Homer
ton - row, Winchmore - hill, Waltham 
Abbey, and the vicinity adjacent to 
Ponder's - end. Special hymn sheets 
were med during the day, supplied by 
Messrs. R. Banks and Son. Collections 
on the day of opening amounted to 
£ J !J 3s. 4 i,d ; balance in hand, 16s. 2½d. i. 
total. £10 19,;. 7d. The new Schoo 
·Cha1;e1 is a most substantial and com
fortable building, and is pleasantly 

situated in a. new a.nd increasing neigh
bourhood. May divine success attend 
it. So prays 

ONE WHO WAS THERE, 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES
HALF-YEARL Y MEETING. 

The October meeting of this Associa
tion was held this yea.r at Mount Zion, 
Chadwell-street, on Tuesday, Oct. 13th. 
The afternoon wa.s devoted to the neces
sary business of the Association, which 
was announced to commence at 2.30, but 
long before that time ministers and 
delegates began to assemble. It was, we 
believe, the largest meeting of delegates 
ever held ; this is not surprising, for as 
the Association grows in years, so it 
inoreases in numbers and strength, Two 
more Churches were added to the roll
viz., Zion, Waltha.matow, and Derby
road, Croydon-brini;ring the number of 
Churches in Association up to 61. This 
is most gratifying, as it affords a very 
agreeable illustration of the fact that 
"unity is strength," especially is this 
the case when brethren are cemented 
together by the sweet and sacred bond 
of Christian love. This glorious truth 
was fully demonstrated when the large 
body of brethren with strong voice and 
warm and vigorous heart rose and 
sang-

" Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love, 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to th!Lt above." 

And as the hymn proceeded, verse by 
verse, led by our brother E. Mote to a 
suitable tune, so the harmony increasedJ 
and manifested a sweet blending or 
heart and voice, which struck a chord 
in the soul of many that time will never 
erase, but will, to a more intense degree, 
be continued in still sweeter strains, 
when 

'' From sorrow, toil and pain, 
And sin we shall be free ; 

And PERFECT love and friendship reign 
Through all eternity." 

There was so much genuine sublimity 
in this little passage intersecting the 
not ungenial business of the Association 
and which gave an impetus to the 
already enlivening and cheerful attitude 
of the meeting, 

Business must be attended to, and we 
are enjoined by the Word to be '·dili
!l'ent in business, fervent in spirit, serv
mg the Lord." Although not one in the 
assembly would lay the slightest claim 
to merit, yet we venture to assert that 
the apostolic injunction just quoted 
was, under the Spirit's influence (mak
ing full deductions for our many 
natural and diversified shortcomings) 
prayerfully carried out. What a 
!l'lorious thing, all were of one mind 
m the desire to attribute (in these pro-
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oeedings) all the glory to the God of all 
our gracious and providential mercies. 

The president (Mr. W. K. Squirrell) 
oonducted the proceedings in a most 
,genial way, and made use of every 
available minute for spiritual exercise. 
During the afternoon brethren F. C. 
Holden, C. Wilson, J. H. L;vnn, and 
others spent a few moments m prayer, 
the last brother specially pleading with 
the Lord for the perfect restoration to 
health of our brother William Winters, 
ithe editor. 

Two special features marked the after
noon's proceedings with prominence. 
The first was in reference to the trans
lation of our brother Whatmough to 
glory. The matter was introduced in 
sympathetic terms by brother Abra
hams, deacon of "Enon," Woolwich. 
who had frequently visited our departed 
ibrother during the last days of his life. 
Brethren Belcher, White, Lynn, the 
president, and others testified to the 
honesty, integrity, and uprightness of 
brother Whatmough as a minister of 
the Gospel, a Christian, a citizen, a 
husband, and a father. Our departed 
brother held a position in Woolwich 
Dockyard of a humble character, which, 
with the concurrent expenses of a large 
family,q uite precluded making provision 
for the widow and seven or eight chil
dren left to mourn the loss of their kind 
protector and provider. This fact being 
apparent, a practical expression of love 
was demonstrated by the delegates sub
scribing very readily to the immediate 
needs of the bereaved, which amounted 
to the handsome sum of ten guineas ; 
more will be required, and, we have no 
-doubt, more will be forthcoming. Our 
brother Whatmough was an acceptable 
preacher; he travelled many milee to 
carry the message of salvation and 
-comfort to God's people, and now having 
fought a good fight, kept the faith, and 
finished his course, the Lord has given 
him his promised crown of righteous-
·ness. The legacy our brother has left 
is a needy widow and family, and for 
the sake of the memory of ·• a brother 
beloved," we must do what we can to 
smooth the rugged pathway before 
them. Mr. W. Abrahams. 58, Raglan
road, Plumstead, Kent, S.E, will gladly 
receive any contribution our readers 
may be able to send. 

The next circumstance which elicited 
the brotherly and sympathetic attention 
of the ministers and delegates was the 
.absence, through affliction, of the de
voted and beloved editor of the E. V. & 
G. H. This was brought forward by 
brother R. E. Sears, who spoke in kind 
.and affectionate terms of "our brother 
Winters," and proposed that a telegram 
should at once be forwarded to him. 
This was supported by several delegates 
and unanimously adopted. The te~ms 
-of the proposition were as follows : •· To 
W. Winters, Churchyard, Waltham 

Abbey. We miss you very much · you 
have. our loving sympathy. W~ are 
praymg for your speedy and perfect 
recovery. W. K. Squirrel[ president of 
the Association at Chadwell-street." 

Kind and Iovino- reference was made 
to our aged brother Meeres the father 
of the demomination, by the pri;sident 
brother Taylor, and others. ' 

Our readers will rejoice to know that 
our brother Holden, of Elim, Limehouse 
was chosen, by a very large majority, tJ 
the president's chair for the year l~\12-3. 
Brother Edward Mitchell was chosen 
vice-president. The proceedi110-s closed 
by singing and prayer. ~ 

The meeting was then made ,pecial for 
the purpose of electing a trustee of the 
loan fund in the room of brother 
Franklin, resigned. Brother Walter 
Abbott, deacon of Chadwell street, was 
unanimously chosen to the trusteeship. 
Truly we could say with the poP.t-
" Onr souls, by love together knit. 

Cemented, mix in one; 
One hope, one heart, one minrl, one Yo ice, 

'Tis heaven on earth begun ! 
Our hearts have burned while Jesus spake, 

And glowed with sacred fire: 
He stopped, and talked, and fed. and blest, 

And filled the enlarged desire:' 
The evening meeting was devoted to 

prayer and praise, and a sermon by our 
brother :Mitchell. Brethren Bush 
Parnell, and Box, briefly addressed the 
throne of grace, and Mr. Mitchell de
livered a suitable and profitable discourse 
from the words, "Yea, I think it meet, 
as long as I am in this tabernacle, to 
stir you up by putting you in remem
brance" (2 Pet. i. 13). 

The usual vote of thanks was given 
for the use of the chapel and for the 
excellent tea provided. Brother E. Mote 
acknowledged the same, expressing the 
pleasure it afforded the Church in enter
taining the Association as well as their 
limited accommodation allowed. '"All 
hail the power of J esu's name " brought 
to a close the half-yearly meeting of 
this excellent Association.-JoHN W. 
BA,~Ko• 

[We are quite unable to express fully 
our deep sense of gratitude to the dear 
brethren who kindly wired us woi:ds of 
lovin&" sympathy on the day of the 
Association meeting. May the Lord 
richly reward them. and g-res.tly bless 
the associated Ohurches.-ED.] 

HOLLOWAY (ZOAR, TOLLIXGTON• 
PARK). - The fourteenth anniversary 
services of the above place of wurship 
were held on Lord's-day, September 
27th, when two discriminating and 
p,actical discourses were ddiYere,l by 
Mr. G. Wyard, which were vrotitably 
heard by the congreg·ation. On the 
following Tuesday, our esteemed brother 
F. C. Holden preached a thoro11g·h Gos
pel sermon from 1 Oor. xv. 37. o.t'ter 
which tea was partaken of br "goodly 
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number of the friends. In the evening 
a public meeting was presided over by 
Mr. W. Kempston. Hymn 478 was sung. 
The chairman then read Psa. :tl. Brother 
,Tones supplicated the Lord's presence 
and blessing. A brief report was given 
of the work and progress made during 
the past year. Suitable addresses were 
theu given by brethren Webh, Osmond, 
Copeland, Hewitt, and Holden. The 
meeting throughout was truly an edi
fying and spiritual one. Collections 
were encouraging. A vote of thanks 
and Doxology brought the meeting to a 
close.-H. D. SANDELL-

SXODLAND (INSTITUTE).- Harvest 
thanksgiving ~ervices were held on 
Wednesday, October 7th, when two 
sermons were preached by brother J. 
Crook-afternoon. Mic. iv. 13; evening, 
Isa. 1. 4. This is the first time our 
brother was at Snodla.nd. We thank 
the Lord for the soul-establishing 
truths he was enabled to deliver, which 
were received with profit, joy, and 
comfort by many who were present. A 
goodly company sat down to tea. We 
shall be thankful to hear our good 
brother again. The Lord bless his 
testimony to the souls of many.- J.C. 

a visit, the former preaching in the 
afternoon from Psa. cxxvi. 5 and 6, the 
latter basing his discourse on Joel iii. 
rn, "The harvest is ripe." The brethren 
were much helped in speaking of the 
various aspects of sowing and reaping, 
and of the faithfulness of our covenant
keeping God. The subjects were felt to 
be very appropriate and encouraging. 
May the Lord own and bless His Word 
to the dear friends who listened, many 
coming from surrounding causes to help 
and cheer us. It was originally arranged 
that the beloved Editor of the E. V. and 
G. H. should be with us; but, owing to 
his serious affliction, this was impos
sible. We pray he may be speedily 
restored to health and strength. Both 
financially and spiritually we had good 
seasons, for which we bless our God and 
take courage. 

OTLEY, SUFFOLK. 
JUBILEE AND RESIGNATION OF THE 

PASTOR, MR. P. B. WOODGATE. 
On Wedne~day, Sept. 30th, the Baptist 

Chapel at Otley was the scene of a 
gathering alike impressive and inte
resting. Three months since, concur
rently with thecompletionof the jubilee 
of his faithful ministrations as a pastor 
of tbe Strict Baptist community, Mr. P. 

SIDCUP, KENT.-The first am:iver- B. Woodgate, announced his intention 
sary services were held at Rock Villa I to resig'll the pastorate. The duties of 
Meeting-room on October 14th. In the that office he has fulfilled with eminent 
afternoon, at 3.30, brother J. Crook, of benefit to the parish for thirty years. 
Lewi-ham. was helped to preach from Few village pastors have gathered toge
P8a. xlvi. 4. The preacher spoke well of ther so cordially united a body of fellow 
the (1) Church of God, (2) tbe glory of worshippers, or retained so strong a 
it, and <3) the evidences of the inhabi- hold on the regard of those with whom 
tants thereof. A bountiful tea was he has been associated. That he has 
served by Mrs. Hodder, and greatly been like a father to the young men of 
enjoyed by all. In the evening brother the parish is the eloquent and truthful 
H. Hodder presided. After reading testimony of one of the members of his 
Psa. cxlv., brother f'ox was greatly Church-a testimony which found its 
blesFed with the Spirit of prayer. The confirmation in the faces of those who 
chairman in a warm-hearted speech re- assembled to bid him farewell. Mr. 
viewed the year's services, which have Woodgate has of late felt age beginning 
been very encouraging, and some happy to tell upon him. The exhaustion of a 
seasons. The writer said a little upon Sunday's ministrations has of late pro
the g-oodness of God. Brother E. duced effects which indicate that he has 
Fletcher gave us an excellent address reached a period of life ~t which l_abour 
upon "He hath built us a synae;ogue,'' should cease. Hence his resolut10n .to 
which was highly appreciated. Brother resign the pastorate of Otley Strict 
Crook spoke sweetly upon "Kindred in !3aptist qhurch During his residel!ce 
Christ,'' and thus brought to a cloll!l the m_that village th_e ~ause has bee1;1- mam
best meetings held in the room. Friends tamed under divme favour m the 
from Eltbam and Lewisham cheered us healthiestcondition. The present chapel, 
with their presence.-A. H. BROOKS. one of the prettiest and best constructed 

places of worship in the county, was 
built about the middle of that period1 
and with it a minister's house ana 
stables, and now, to crown all, Mr. 
Woodgate was enabled to announce 
before leaving that the members had a 
graveyard of their own. Adding to 
these material works the spiritual work 
Mr. Woodgate has been enab~ed to ac• 
c:>mplish,it will be seen that his mem?ry 
is not unworthy of the honour wh10h 
for years to come will undoubtedly be 
paid to it. 

CHATHAM (ENON).-Thanksgiving 
~ervices were held (to praise our faith
ful God for a bountiful harvest> on 
September 27th and 28th. Our dear 
brother Kempston, whom we h:.d not 
seen for many years. preached on the 
Sabbath from Heh. ix. 21 (last clause), 
and John vi. 69-two very profitable 
di,cour,es, to a goodly number of 
friends, the weather being very favour
able. On Monday (28th) our beloved 
brethren R. E. Se!l.rs and J. Box paid us 
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In the afternoon a service was held, 
and Mr. L. H. Colla, of Beccles, preached 
to a ~ood congregation a moving and 
apposite sermon from" Well done, good 
and faithful servant" (Matt. xxv. 21). 
Hymns appropriate to the occasion were 
sung, being led by Mr. S. Barker. Tea 
was afterwards served to a good com
pany of friends. 

At the evening meeting there was a 
very large assembly, Mr. S. K. Bland, of 
Ipswich, presided, and was supported on 
the platform by Mr. Woodgate and Mr. 
Colla. Other ministers present included 
Mr. A. Rolle.son, Mr. J. A. Jones, Mr. 
W. Gill, and Mr. Titus Field. Amongst 
the congregation were Mr. J. Needham, 
Mr. S. Ling, Mr. P. A. Damant, Mr. 
T. Ridley, together with the deacons, 
Mr. Wilson, Mr. W. Dunnett, and Mr. 
w. Dunnett, jun., and many others, 
gathered together from a long distance 
around. The proceedings opened with 
singing, reading from Scripture, and 
prayer, The chairman said he was both 
glad and grieved at being present with 
them on this occasion-glad to bear 
testimony to the long, honourable, and 
faithful ministrations of their pastor, 
but grieved in thinkino- of the object 
of this meeting. He did not like saying 
farewell, and to those friends who were 
now engaged with him in saying fare
well, he commended the thought of that 
future life in which parting should be 
no more. He had known brother Wood
gate not so much in his association with 
this Church as by report in journeying 
up and down the county~ but during all 
the time he had known nim and heard 
of him he had never heard a harsh or 
hard or even a doubtful word of him. 
Brother Woodgate had not made a great 
noise in the world. He had not pushed 
himself forward, but working in that 
Church quietly and in firm adherence to 
the truth he had received in his youth, 
working with an earnest conscientious
ness far greater than dogmatic adhesion, 
he had laboured faithfully for that 
truth. He was one of the brethren who 
was deputed to convey to brother Wood
gate the sense of hearty goodwill and 
reverent affection that was borne to 
him ; their thankfulness to God for the 
care that their brother has bestowed 
upon them in his ministry. They did 
not forget that the glory belonged to 
God, but God worked by human means; 
just as, when Christ fed the multitude, 
the bread was distributed through the 
agency of His disciples. He would 
remind them that brother Woodgate in 
parting from his charge did not part 
from the God who appointed him to 
that charge. Nor had God forgotten 
the object with which He sent their 
brother amongst them. That could 
never be forgotten. The chairman con
cluded by saying to brother Woodgate 
they all joined in one wish to him, 
" May the Lord bless you and keep you 

and lift up the li~ht of His countenance 
npon you. and give you peace, for His 
name and glory's sake. Amen." 

Mr. P. B. Woodgate then addressed a 
few words to the friends present. He 
said he had always thought the proper 
place for a pastor was home, and for 
that reason he had never wandered far 
away in this county or in other counties. 
He had al ways been blessed by God with 
a good memory, but of late his memory 
had failed, and he had thought it well 
to commit to paper all that he had to say 
to them. Mr. Woodgate accordingly 
read an address to the brethren assem
bled. A ministry of fifty years was 
necessarily, he 8aid, associated with 
many changes. It had its sorrows and 
joys, lamentations at weakness and 
want of success, rejoicings at di vine 
help and blessings, sometimes the want 
of texts to preach from, and lack of 
words to express one's thoughts, at 
other times more texts than were needed 
and much fluency. At one time the 
ministry was pleasing and encouraging, 
at another displeasing and giving much 
offence to disaffected minds. Other 
manifold experiences having been de
s0ribed, Mr. Woodgate proceeded to give 
an account of his long ministerial 
career, which (D.V.) shall appear next 
month. The chairman thanked brother 
Woodgate for his touching and profit
able record of God's mercieg_ He had 
felt that brother Wilson, as senior 
deacon, should have taken upon him the 
duty of presenting to their pastor a 
token of the love and esteem borne him 
by the congregatbn, bat brother Wilson 
said his feeling towards their pastor 
was so strong that he did not feel equal 
to the task. He had now great pleasure 
in presenting to brother Woodgn.te a 
small token of the esteem of his brethren. 
It was a small token, bnt there was one 
feature about it that it would make it 
all the more accaptable to brother 
Woodgate. The purse which he was 
presenting contained £25, and most 
of it had been contributed in small 
sums. The chairman then made the pre
sentation. Brother Woodgate, in re
sponding, said he had no words to ex
press his gratitude to them. He did not 
want money to be given him to express 
their love to him, though he thanked 
them for that, as it would be a great 
help to him. But of their love towards 
him he was alreadv assured. He knew 
they loved him, and they knew he loved 
them. With regard to the future, the 
Benevolent Society had very kindly. 
very liberally, and very sympathe_tically 
made him some allowance,and with the 
help of friend8 he hoped to get on very 
comfortably in his old age. He trusted 
that God would raise up for them an 
earnest, g-odly man. He was glad to 
leave the Church complete. They had 
built a new chapel and miuister's house, 
and they had been entirely freed from 
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d<>bt. Now he was glad to say, by the 
kin::lness of their friend Mr. Butcher, 
all h~d been made com12lete by the 
grantmg to them of a burial ground. 

Brother Wilson, the senior deacon, 
with tears in his eyes, stated he felt 
quite unable to address the meeting. 
The thoughts of their beloved pastor 
who was ab,mt to leave them was too 
much for him to think about, as during 
a period of thirty years there had never 
been an unkind word that has passed 
between them, and he wished him the 
blessings of his covenant God to the end 
1f his earthly career. 

At the close of the presentation the 
Doxology was sung. Mr. L. H. Colls 
then delivered an address, and after him 
Mr. W. Gill and Mr. Titus Field, as 
neig·hbouring pastors, added their tes
timony to Mr. W oodgate's efficient 
ministrations. 

[A portrait of Mr. Woodgate shall 
(DX.) appear in our next issue.-ED.] 

CROWLE, DONCASTER. - Most 
successful and spiritually - helpful 
harvest thanksgiving services were held 
on Oct. 11th and l':!th, in connection 
with the Baptist Church at Crowle. 
Special sermons, bearing upon the har
vest, but full of Gospel teaching, on the 
lines of sovereign grace. were preached 
by the pastor, Mr. W. Rowton-Parker. 
The morning discourse was from the 
text found in the former part of the 
14th verse of Psa. civ., and the evening 
from 2 Sam. xiv. 29-:~l. The congre
gations were good, but in the evening 
especially the place was crowded. The 
singing was good, under the leadership 
of Mr. Batty, the choirmaster, and the 
!)astor's daughter, hut no attempt was 
made at display ; on the contrary, the 
whole of the services were deeply 
spiritual, and the power of the Holy 
Ghost was manifestly present. On 
Mon<lay, the 12th, a public tea was held 
in the schoolroom, and a very full 
company gathered from far and near. 
In the evening, at 7 o'clock, a public 
meeting was held in the chapel, which 
was a~ain very full. Mr. Alderman 
Horobm presided, and in his opening 
speech dwelt first upon thankfulness 
for God's bounty, and then upon 
sanctuary privileges. Mr. J. F. Porteous 
and Mr. S. Skingle, neighbouring 
ministers, then spoke, the former upon 
providence and grace, and the other 
brought out some very sweet lessons 
from the productions of nature, showing 
how everything is beautiful in its place 
and season, and how all declare the 
faithfulness and goodness of God. The 
pastor then followed, and taking up, in 
some sort, what the others had said, 
showed how all these manifested the 
God of grace, and grace of God, and 
then closed with "My cup runneth 
over," aud truly it was a sweet season, 
and our cups ran over. 

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND 
SOCIETY. 

The Lord Mayor presided at a largely
attended meeting of friends interested 
in the work of this society, at the 
Mansion House, on Friday, October 9th. 
Those present included Sir H. W. Peek, 
Bart., Mr. F. A. Bevan, Mr. W. J. Parks 
(treasurers), Drs. Macaulay, White, and 
Stuart, Messrs. W. H. Collingridge, 
E. Rawlings, S. Gurney Sheppard, A. 
M_arshaI;,_ S. Sharp, H. S. Perrin, O. 
Billett, u. F. Gray, J. W. Hose, R. P. 
Whellock, Franklin, George Doudney, 
E. Mote, and W. Abbott. 

After prayer, the secretary read a. 
brief statement of the society's history 
and operations. The noble records, it 
stated, of the City of London, so inti
mately connected with the national his
tory, presented no brighterfeaturethan 
the generous support accorded to those 
philanthropic institutions and move
ments which were especially the growth 
of the nineteenth century. During the 
eighty-four years of its history, the 
society had had man¥ interesting asso
ciations with the City. The late Mr. 
Alderman Kelly was president of the 
institution durinis his mayoralty, and 
continued as treasurer until his death , 
the late Mr. Alderman Wire filled the 
same office for five_ years, being suc
ceeded by the late Mr. James Abbiss, 
then alderman. The foundation-stone 
of their Camberwell Asylum was laid 
by the late Mr, Alderman Challis, and 
until the close of his life he took a 
warm interest in the society. At the 
present time nine of the livery com
panies contributed to the funds. The 
committee were thankful for this aid, 
and confidently anticipated that this 
meeting, by making the society better 
known, would result in a still increasing 
measure of support. At the present 
time 1,237 pens10ners, living in all parts 
of the country, were on the books. The 
amount expended in pen8ions alone was 
upwards of £7,800 per annum, and to 
meet this sum the ordinary income was 
inadequate. The second branch of the 
work of the institution was the pro
vidin/l' of homes tor a portion of the 
recipients, Four of these asylums were 
now in existence. situated respectively 
at Camberwell, Homsey-rise, Stamford
hill, and Brighton, and the total num• 
ber of pensioners who found peaceful 
dwelling-places within their walls was 
180. A yearly sum of at least £1 500 was 
required to maintain these buildings in 
a state of efficiency and sustain the 
various funds connected with them. 
Attached to each home was a benevolent 
fund and a coal fund, the former being 
for the purpose of providing medical 
attendance, nurses, and other comforts 
for the sick. The aim of the committee 
was to obtain a largo increarn in the 
number of annnal subscriptions, and so 
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remove the disproportion between the 
regular income and expenditure. It 
was earnestly hoped that one of the re
sults of the meeting would be a large 
accession of annual subscribers and 
donors. 

The Lord Mayor said the most inter
esting and instructive report which had 
just been read amply illustrated the 
excellent work that the society was 
doing at the present time. The society 
might, indeed, be called "aged," be
cause it bad existed for no less than 
eighty-four years. But although it had 
existed for a long period, it was still 
youthful in its activity, in its useful
ness, and in its desire to extend its 
operations. In addition to providing 
1,234 people with small pensions it pos
sessed four homes, in which it received 
those who bad no home of their own 
where they could find refuo-e. The only 
conditions which it insistea upon were 
poverty, old age1 and Christianity. 
Many societies existed in the present 
day for the help of those who were not, 
perhaps. Christians, and, indeed, for the 
help of those who bad gone astray.· We 
had societies whose object was to seek 
and to save those who were lost,. But he 
thought it should be an especial plea
sure to them to help those who were 
Christians-those who they felt con
fident belonged to that household of 
faith to which they themselves desired to 
belong. And on that account he com
mended this society especially to them, 
because it was a society which helped 
those who were Christians. People 
could not possibly avoid growing old, 
we all changed day by day, and they 
could not always avoid poverty ; and 
surely it was incumbent upon them 
specially to extend a helping hand to 
those who, in old age and adverse 
circumstances, had throughout a long 
life exhibited to ~hose around them a 
bright example. The society was in 
need of further help at the present 
time, and specially in need of additional 
annual subscriptions. He had felt it 
a special pleasure and privilege to ac
cord the use of the Mansion House for 
the annual meeting this year, which he 
was delighted to see was so well at
tended. He hoped that their attendance 
would be nroductive of still further ad
vantag-e to the society in increased 
annual subscriptions this year and in 
years to come. 

Mr. W. H. Collingridge said that 
having known the working of the 
society, and many of those good men 
and women who had been interested in 
it, and had worked and prayed for it 
during the past forty years, and having
also some know ledge of the societies of 
London, he desired to say that of all the 
societies, he knew of none conducted 
more conscientiously, more economi
cally, and with greater real success than 
this. 

A vote of thanks to the Lord Muynr 
for presiding was then adopted. 

The Lord Mayor, in acknowledginO' 
the compliment, said a, Lord Mayor had 
many arduous dutiea to perform, but he 
had also certain privileges, and he took 
it that one of the great privileges of his 
office was to have the opportunity of 
holding such meetings as this. He 
hoped that the gathering would not 
only be refreshing, but also greatly 
beneficial to the society, and he was de
lighted to inform them that already 
the secretary had received donations 
amounting to £100. 

Sir Henry Peek. Drs. White, Stuart, 
and Macaulay, and Messrs. Bevan, 
Rawlings, and others took part. The 
City Press, of October 10th, gave a 
lengthy report. 

ANNIVERSARY SERVICES AT THE 
SURREY TABER:'.',ACLE. 

Wednesday, October 21, will be a 
day not easily forgotten by many who 
attended the 61 st anniversary of the 
formation of the Church worship
ping in the above place. " Chill Oc
tober" was not to be ~een or felt, but 
a bright, genial afternoon and an 
almost fine evening doubtless 2Teatly 
conduced to bring together, as Mr. Mit
chell termed it, the " splendid congre
gation." The chapel was full, not 
crowded, but well filled with an audience 
as attentive and earnest as anyone 
might desire. In the afternoon the 
pastor, Mr. O. S. Dalbey, preached an 
excellent Gospel discourse ; and not a 
few can testify that the service was a 
time of refreshing and a season well 
spent in the courts of the Lord's house. 
One can always feel sure, as was re
marked at the evening meeting, that 
"the truth, ,the whole truth. and 
nothing but the truth" is uttered by 
the minister of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
and those who are invited to stand on 
its platform. •Between 400 and 500 sat 
down to tea, which was well served up 
by many willing hands. At 6.15 the 
evening meeting was commenced by 
the pastor occupying the chair, sur
rounded by several ministerial brethren 
and his beloved deacons, the latter of 
whom took an active part by "giving· 
out the hymns. Mr. Dolbev read a por
tion of God's Word, and called upon one 
of the brethren to seek God's blessing 
on the meeting. The chairman then made 
some excellent remarks of a very en
couraging nature. Fathers and mothers, 
said the pastor, had been called home 
one by one, but God had been faithful 
to His promise, and instead of the 
fathers, the children had risen up, and 
thus a generation still existed to call 
God's name blessed. Mr. Bush con
gratulated the pastor and people, and 
said he was thankful to be a member 
with them, and then dwelt for a short 
time upon waiting- upon God. He was 
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followed bY Mr. Holden who made 
some very ·savoury remarks. Mr. Box 
said that the first three verses of the 
13.5th Psalm were full of praise, and as 
there must be a foundation for praise, 
so the name of God was a worthy subject 
for the highest that could be given. Mr. 
Mitchell spoke from the words of Psa. 
xlv. 2. the beauty and loveliness of God, 
as well as the excellency of His speech. 
Mr. Mitchell has the aptitude for s-iving 
a little pithy illustration in his ad
dresses. which is generally very pointed 
and always to the purpose. A few 
words in prayer by the pastor brought 
a most excellent meeting to a close, 
many testifying- that it had been one of 
the man v good ones that have been held 
within the walls of the noble building 
in Wansey-street. - ROBERT STOCK
WELL, 

SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK HOME 
MISSIO~.-The 60th anniversary meet
ing was held at Somersham on October 
Hth. In the afternoon brother Colla, 
of Beccles, preached from 2 Chron, xiv. 
11, a very appropriate sermon. The 
treasurer (brother S. K. Bland) presided 
at the evening meeting, which was a 
very hearty one, being addressed by 
several neighbouring ministers. The 
report showed that £170 had been con
tributed during the year, more than half 
of which was by the Churches in London 
and the provinces. Grants had been 
made to the amount of £160 for sus
taining the preaching of the Word in 
the villages and outlying districts in 
the county of Suffolk, about 50 mission 
stations having thus been aided. Some 
very interesting tokens of blessing 
were gi-ven in connection with these 
labours. We hope to publish further 
particulars next month. 

SHELFANGER, NORFOLK. -The 
Strict Baptist Church in this village, 
about three miles from the market town 
of Diss, is one of the mother churches 
of the district, it having a history dating 
back over a century and a-half. Mr. G. 
Dear le, a personal friend of our 
honoured and now venerable brother 
Bland. is the present pastor. The chapel 
is a square, solidly built, and superior
looking red brick edifice, with galleries, 
seating accommodation for 300 people, 
and a most comfortable platform. Har
vest thanksgiving services were held on 
Tuesday, September 29th. The day was 
bright and favourable. An excellent 
tea was served. and partaken of by over 
1 UIJ friends. The evening service was 
presided over by the pa,tor. Mr. Dear le. 
After singing thfl hymn, '· To praise the 
ever-bounteous Lord," the reading of an 
appropriate psalm and prayer, the 
chairman called upon Mr. J. Easter to 
address the meeting, who spoke well 
and wisely from" Behold, a sower went 
forth to sow." Mr. Saunders, of Ken-

ninghall, was the next speaker, who 
warmed our hearts by some suitable 
remarks on reaping and rejoicing. The 
next address was given by Mr. G. Ruf
fell, of •Forest-hill; from P8a. xxiv. I, 
" The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness 
thereof." The text was considered as 
enhancing-!, The power; 2, The mercy; 
3, The foreknowledge; and 4, The self
sufficiency of our God in covenant. Mr. 
Sapey, who was introduced to us a rising 
young- minister from Norwich, but 
preaching just now at Stowmarket, 
gave a thoughtful address ; and last, 
but not least, Mr. Elsey, a deacon of the 
Church, delivered some solid matter, 
especially to the young, of whom a 
goodly number were present. A liberal 
collection and doxology brought the 
g:lad meeting to an end, and many felt 
1t good to be there.-RUFUS, 

CRANSFORD SUFFOLK.-Jubilee 
services of the Church here were cele
brated on Oct. 6th, 1891, In the after
noon brother R. A. Huxham read a por
tion of God's Word and offered prayer, 
and brother W. Glasgow preached a good 
gospel sermon, which was much appre
ciated. A goodly number sat down to 
tea. Tn the evening brother Huxham 
presided1 and brother Meadows prayed; 
after wnich excellent addresses were 
delivered by brethren Leggett. Field, 
Glasgow, and the chairman. An inte
resting account of the cause was read by 
brother W. Leggett, of Ipswich. and for
merly pastor of Cransford. From the 
account given, we gather that the for
mation of the Church took place on 
June 3rd, 1838. Mr. Spratt, who lived 
at Hatoheston previously, commenced 
preaching the gospel in a cottage, a:nd 
gathered many together to bear him, 
but on his removal to Fressingfield, the 
Suffolk Home Missionary Society en
gaged Mr. Slackford1 who ,preached in 
the village, and whicn be continued to 
do for about a year and six months. 
Being deprived at that time of a place 
to meet in, Mr. Row fitted up his barn 
for the use of the friends. Mr, Slack
ford was afterwards invited by Mr. Row 
to Cransford to preach (a village nearly 
three miles from Hatcheston). Near 
the village of Cransford the gospel had 
been previously preached for years in 
Mr. Row's house by brethren Harvey, 
Gowing, and others, which partly led to 
the formation of Cransford cause. On 
the day above named, eleven persons 
gave themselves up to each other and 
the Lord, as a Church. The ministers 
engaged in the service conducted in Mr. 
Row's meadow, in the presence of a 
large number of persons, were Mes~rs. 
Harvey, Gowing, Totman, and Collins. 
Brother Totman stated the nature of a 
Gospel Church, and brother Collins read 
the articles of faith and helped to form 
the Church. Sermons were afterw~rds 
preached by Mr. Harvey and Mr.Gowmg. 
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On July 15th, 1838, J. Row and B. Wil
liams were chosen deacons. Ministers 
who served the cause:-D. Wilson (Aug. 
26, 1838), after preaching for several 
months, deolined toacceptthe pastorate 
April 12 1840. On April 27 1839, J. Row 
offered the friends a piece of land to erect 
a chapel upon. Dec. 29, 1839, J. Tillet 
began to preach by wish of the Church. 
Mr. N orriswaschosenpautoron the open
ing of the new chapel, Sept. 28th, 184li 
and resigned March 23rd, 1842. Mr. Hil 
supplied the pulpit for a month ending 
May 4th, 1844. He afterwards received 
a call for 12 months, which he accepted. 
On Feb. 8th, 1846, the Church invited 
Mr. Hill to the pastorate and on May 
31st, 1846, he accepted the call. Mr. 
Hill afterwards removed to a Church in 
Cambridgeshire, and received his dis
mission from Cransford to tha~ church 
March 26th, 1848. Mr. Coats and Mr. 
Saxby occasionally preached till Aug. 
25th, 1850, when Mr. J. Baldwin was in
vited to the pasrorate, and after serving 
them twelve months he accepted the 
call, which he successfully held for 
eleven years, closing his ministry the 
first Lord's-day in October, 1861. Mr. 
Root supplied the pulpit for some time; 
and on June 27th, 1862, Mr. W. Leggett 
was invited to preach; his ministry 
being acceptable, he received an invita
tion to the pastorate, which he held 
with acceptance till July 8th, 1875, when 
he was obliged to resign because of 
affliction. In 1876 Mr. Rumsey received 
a call, and after serving for some 
months, he accepted the pastorate, 
which he held till Feb. 25th, 1883, Since 
that time several good brethren have 
supplied the pulpit. The eyes of the 
deacons and people are up to the Lord for 
help to direct and bless the cause. 
Deacons, Messrs. J. J. Cook, H. Cham
bers, G. Capon, G. Skeet. The ministers 
who took part in opening of the chapel 
fifty years _a.go were brethren Harvey (of 
Horha.m), Wright (of Beccles), Collins 
(of Grundisburgh), Cooper (of Wa.tti
sham), Totman (of Laxfield), Aldiss, 
Cram pin, and many others. The chapel 
cost a.bout £500. The money collected 
by friends, and that ta.ken on the open
ing day, amounted to £279 6s. 7d. May 
the Lord send faithful men who shall 
build up by the ministry of His Word 
Cransford Strict Baptist ea.use, for Jesus 
Christ's sake, Amen. 

WOOLWICH.-ENON.-Thel34than
niversary of this Church was held on 
Tuesday, Sept. 29th, when a goodly 
number of friends assembled to com
memorate this event. In the afternoon 
Mr. E. Mitchell preached an exoellent 
sermon from Isa.. !xiii. 7, reviewing with 
gratitude the gracious dealings ef the 
Lord, both to His people individually 
and the Church collectively. Our 
brother's services were greatly appre
oia.ted. After'tea in the sohoolroom (a.t 

which we were pleased to welcome 
several friends from a distance) a public
meeting was held in the chapel, Mr. 
Norman, of New Cross, in the chair, 
whom we were pleased to see so far 
recovered from his late illness as to 
occupy that position. He read with 
much feeling a short psalm, and then 
called upon Mr. Tooke, jun., to pray, 
which he did in a very earnest manner. 
The chairman then ll'ave a brief review 
of the chequered history of this cause 
during the lapse of more than a century,. 
and expressed an earnest desire that the 
ministry of the present pastor might be 
owned greatly of the Lord. He then 
called upon Mr. Cornwell, who gave a 
very thoughtful address based upon 
John xiv. 15, which claimed the atten
tion of the i;eople from its instructive
character. Mr. Sears then spoke in his 
usual vigorous sty le, more especially to 
the younger members of the congrega
tion; his warm-hearted address was 
well received and appreciated by old 
and young. Next came Mr. )!itch ell, 
who gave us a good, solid, weighty 
speech in his kind manner ; also we had 
a few hearty words of encouragement 
from Mr. West. of Erith. Then our 
brother, John H. Lynn, of Xew Cross, 
urged upon the people the necessity of 
seeking to maintain spiritual union as 
the secret of true success. After a few 
words from the pastor, E. White, iHr. 
Abrahams, sen., one of the deacons, and 
a member of the Church for more than 
fifty-three years, spoke with much feel
ing of the Lord's goodness toward him
self and the Church. The chairman 
then closed a very interesting and happy 
meeting. The collections, which were 
for the ground rent of the chapel, 
amounted to upward~ of £16. There 
was an exchange of pulpits the previous 
Sunday with M1·. Box, of Soho, and the 
pastor. 

HORNSEY RISE.-ELTHORNE-ROAD .. 
-Special services in commemoration of 
founding of this cause twenty-six years 
ago by Mr. W. S. Waterer, were held on 
Sunday, October 4th, and Tuesday 
following. The present pastor, Mr. W. 
Osmond, preached two sermons on the 
Sunday from Isa. xiv. 32; and on the 
Tuesday afternoon Mr. E. Mitchell 
preached from Rom. viii, 1, which many 
said they heard to profit. After the 
usual social tea, a public meeting was 
held, and as on many previous occasions, 
Mr. W. Heathfield very kindly took the 
chair, and, after the opening hymn, and 
prayer by brother Marriott, read a part 
of Psa. lxxi. Brother J. C. Burrows 
was greatly helped in enlarging upon a 
verse in Psa, cvii., "Oh that men would 
praise the Lord for His goodness," &c., 
testifying of the wonderful works of 
the Lord in creation, providence, :i.nd 
grace. Mr. T. Rouse spoke next from 
·'At evening time it shall be light,'' the 
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certainty of it thoug-h not realieed till 
the time appointed. Mr. Burbridge fol
lowed in his usual spirited manner uvon 
l Thess. iii. 11. 12, the Trinity imph~, 
&c.: and Mr. W. Osmond from Eph. 111. 
17. "That Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith;' &c. The collections 
for the benefit or Mr. Waterer amounted 
to nearly £1~, which, in the feebleness 
of a.dvanced ag-e of fourscore, will be 
ver, acceptable to him. We desire to 
thank the Lord and all the kind friends 
on behalf of His aged servant.-H. G. 

BERKHAMSTED. - BEULA.H. - On 
Monday, October 12th, the anniversary 
Ber"Vices of the Sunday-school were held, 
when two sermons were preached by Mr. 
Mitchell: that in the afternoon from 
Rev. xxii. 4, '· And they shall see His 
face. and His name shall be rin their 
foreheads." The evening text was from 
.John xix. 30, "It is finished." They 
were mc.st blessed discour~es. God grant 
that those present may realise the 
finished work of a precious Christ to the 
joy of their never-dying souls, and His 
name shall have all the praise. 

R 1; S H DEN.- SUCC0TH BA.PTlST 
-CHA.PEL.-ln connection with this 
-chapel special services were held on 
Sunday last, this being the 91st anni
versary. Sermons were preached by the 
pastor, Mr. W. E. Palmer. On Tuesday, 
the harvest thanksg-iving service, were 
held in the chapel, by Mr. J. B. North
:field, of March. the pastor of the Wel
ling-borough Tabernacle; Mr. Marsh 
also taking part. Tea was provided in 
the interval between the services, this, 
in addition to the services, being well 
attended. Collections were taken on 
behalf of the chapel funds. 

SHAFTESBURY A VENUE.-Sono 
CHA.PEL.-At our Church anniversary 
held last February, many kind friends 
generously came forward to support us 
in our efforts to reduce our bnilding 
-debt by promising donations on or before 
Michaelmas. Nine-tenths of the total 
amount has been received. The secretary, 
Mr. J. Falkner, of 38, St. John's-park, 
Blackheath, S.E., will be very glad to 
receive the few outstanding amounts. 
£200 has been paid off the debt since the 
anniversary, thanks to the kind liber
ality of our friends. The Lord reward 
them all. 

IPSWICH.-Z0AR CHA.PEL.-Harvest 
thanksgiving services were held on 
Wednesday, September 23rd. Our pastor, 
Mr. R. C. Bardens, preached in the 
afternoon from the words. "All Thy 
works shall praise Thee, 0 Lord; and 
Thy saints shall bless Thee." This was 
followed with a tea. In the evening a 
public meeting was held. Mr. Bardens 
presided, and opened the meeting with 
bymn, "'Kindred in Christ," and read a 

part of Matt. xiii. Mr. Welton prayed 
solemnly. The chairman gave out 
another hymn, and Mr, Ward, of Glems
ford, spoke very blessedly of God's good
ness in regard to the harvest. Mr, 
Bland gave out part of the hymn begin
ning, "Come, ye thankfnl people, come." 
Mr. Evans • said that these meetings 
should consist of praise and prayer, and 
spoke well on the promise in Gen. viii. 
22. Mr. Bardens then gave out part of 
another hymn, Mr. Gill spoke on the 
joy of harvest, and said the last time he 
gripped brother Bardens' hand was at 
Colnbrook. He hoped that Sod would 
give him a long, happy, and successful 
career. Mr. Shinn, of Broseley, gave out 
a few verses of a hymn. Mr. Andrews 
gave a short address, taking up the 
thread of the previous speech. Mr. Bland 
was asked to speak, but replied that he 
had come to glean. Mr. Shinn spoke of 
death as a way to life. Another hymn 
was sung, and Mr. Bardens concluded 
with prayer one of the best meetings the 
writer ever attended at Zoar. "Praise 
the Lord." . JA.BEZ WRIGHT, 

HASLEMERE, SURREY.-Dear Bro. 
Winters,-On Wednesday, Sept. 30t!1; I 
had the pleasure of accompanying Jnr. 
E. Mitchell to the above place for the 
purpose of holding harvest thanksgiving 
services. Haslemere is one of the most 
pretty and romantic places in the county 
of Surrey, and being situate about 600 
feet above the sea level, the air is beauti
fully light and pure, giving one the 
pleasant sensation of being able to 
breathe freely, which accounts, perhaps, 
for the hearty way in which the friends 
sing there. Brother Mitchell spoke in 
the afternoon from Psa. c. 4 5, and the 
sermon was much appreciated, the good
ness and mercy of the Lord, both in 
providence and ~ace, being dwelt upon, 
as also the spiritual effect it has upon 
regenerated souls. We then had a 
bountiful tea, the chapel being full; 
fruit being provided after. The evening 
sermon was preached from Psa. li. 12 
(first clause), and here the preacher was 
thoroughly at home. During the dis
cour~e you could plainly see the effect of 
the simple yet eloquent manner in which 
our dear brother went into his subject 
by the hand which now and again 
would be raised to wipe the tear that 
flowed from the sympathetic eyes of 
those whose hearts were being touched 
by the love and mercy of a loving and 
sympathizing Redeemer, and by a mer
cifu God who pardons our transgres
sions and sins, and receives us graciously. 
We all felt it !{Ood to be there, the Spirit 
of the Lord evidently filling the flace, 
Bein!!' in the happy position o not 
wantmg money themselves, the friends 
gave the proceeds of the thanksgiving 
offerings to the Surrey County Hospital. 
Thus ended a very profitable afternoon 
and evening; friends being present from 
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Darking, Guildford, Mayford, Alder
shot, &o'..' and in which the writer was 
favourea to share, though only 

__ A PILGRIM. 
LONDON STRICT BAPTIST MIN -

lSTERS' ASSOOIATION.-The sixth 
annual meeting of this excellent asso
ciation was held on Thursday, Septem
ber 24th, in Little Alie-street Chapel. 
Mr. Philip Reynolds delivered an intel
lig-ent and Scriptural discourse in the 
afternoon from the words, '' We preach 
Christ." At the evening gathering Mr. 
R. ,E. Sears1 the president, commenced 
by announcmg Newton's ever-fragrant 
h[mn beginning1 "How sweet the name 
o Jesus sounds. ' Part of Acts ii. was 
read, and the Lord's blessing on the asso
ciationand meetin~sought by thewriter. 
The chairman havmg spoken of the ob
jects of theassociation,brieflyreferred to 
the excellent discourse in the afternoon, 
and said-If we preach anything but 
Christ, the sooner we have our mouths 
closed the better. We can talk about 
Christ every day. As regards the 
society, God has blessed ith and those 
who go forth hither and t ither with 
the message of salvation by grace. 
These are the servants of the Most High 
God, most of whom have to labour hard 
all the week. and on Sunday lift up 
the Master, Christ. Mr. J. J. Cooler, 
the secretary, in giving the report, re
ferred to some few difficulties connected 
with the supply system ; some called 
them defects; and ventured the idea 
that two of the brethren might well 
-settle at one Church, if not altogether, 
for six or twelve months. As an asso
ciation they were at peace, and united 
in the bonds of brotherly love and affec
tion. We meet on the first Tuesday in 
the month. These meetin~s are some
times devotional and sometrmes experi
mental. We have started a sick fund, 
by which 'means we hope to:help our 
brethren when laid by, to save making 
a special appeal. Mr. Cooler then made 
a touching reference to the recent ill
ness of brethren Whatmough and May
hew. Mr. Archer gave a financial 
statement, showing receipt and dis
bursement of £17 10s. 6d. Addresses 
were delivered by brethren Belcher, S. 
Banks, F~g, Mobbs, and Vincent. 
Brethren Wileman, Cullingford, Mark
ham, Ince, and others took part. The 
City Press of October 26th gives a most 
favourable notice of the meeting.
J. W. B. 

BETHNAL-GREEN. - HoPE BAP
TIST CHAPEL, NoRTON-STREET,-Ser
vices were held in connection with the 
37th anniversary of this sanctuary on 
Tuesday, Sept. 22, Mr. E. Mitchell 
preached a gospel sermon in the after• 
noon to an appreciative audience from 
the words, " And he answered him never 
a word" (Matt. xxvii. H). Our kind 
and beloved brother, Mr. Kempston, 

presided at a public meeting held in the 
evening. The opening prayer was 
offered by Mr. Stockdale. the senior 
deacon. The blessing sought was fully 
realised. The chairman having ex
pressed his sympathy with this cause 
and pleasure at being present, call;;{ 
upon Mr. Beecher to address the meet
ing. Our dear brother ::;ave us a solid, 
experimental address from the words, 
"He led them forth by a right way." 
After singing a hymn announced by 
brother Turner, Mr. Squirrell gave an 
evangelical address from 2 Cor. i. 9. The 
speaker said he believed he had a mes
sage from the Lord to the people. 
Brother Mobbs announced a hymn. and 
brother Sears poured out some of the 
wine the Good Samaritan had poured 
into his wounded soul. He spoke from 
Matt. xi. 28. Brother White followed 
with an excellent address on Zeal. His 
remarks were founded on Gal. iv. 18. 
He said he could never understand why~ 
of necessity, as some think, advancea 
Christians should decrease in zeal. 
Brother Turner closed with suitable 
prayer. We sang heartily the Doxology, 
and went home the better for being 
there. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. E. WHITE 
AS PASTOR OF ENON CHAPEL, 
WOOLWICH, KENT. 

(See page 298.) 
When the report of our brother White's 

recognition (incorporating the history 
of the Church at Enon) came to hand, 
our intention was to publish the whole, 
but space in our September issue being 
so limited, we were obliged to omit that 
part of it containing the articles of 
faith held and preached by our brother 
White. We think, however, that at 
this late date brother White will con
sider it hardly necessary to publish his 
religious tenets, as stated publicly by 
him at his meeting in April last. We 
assure our friends that they are sound, 
and in perfect harmony with the Sew 
Testament and this Magazine. All who 
are acquainted with brother White as a 
minister know him to be a sterling cham
pion of divine truth, and one whose 
faith and practice will bear the most 
strict investigation. We wish him 
health and much spiritual prosperity. 

EDITOR. 

HADLEIGH-Dear Mr. Editor,-On 
Lord's-day, September 20th, the chapel 
anniversary services were held. Brother 
W. Winters being unable to fulfil his 
engagement throui::h his prolonged 
affliction,._ the pulpit was occupied by 
brother J. H. Lynn, who very readily 
came to our help. There were good con
gregations all day long to listen to the 
three very able sermons our brother 
was graciously helped to preach ; many 
were profited and cheered. On the 
Wednesday following harvest thanks-
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giving services were held. Brother 
Lynn again preached in the afternoon 
to the joy of those who listened to his 
voice. It may truly be said, "The 
people heard him gladly." Tea followed 
the sermon, after which a public meet
ing was held, the pastor presiding, and 
in his opening remarks gave the minis
ters a very hearty welcome. Spiritual 
addresses were then given by brethren 
Kern, Ranson, Oldham, and Lynn, This 
is the first time brother Lynn has paid 
a visit to Hadleigh, but we hope to see 
his face amongst us again on some 
future occasion. The Lord bless the 
cause at Hadleigh with a mighty in
crease of precious souls, and of spiri
tuality, prays ONE WHO WAS THERE, 

STOKE ASH, SUFFOLK.-Lord's• 
day, Sept. B, was the anniversary of the 
above-named place of worship, Mr. 
Ward, of Glemsford, visited us for the 
first time, and preached to us three 
Christ-exalting sermons. Congrega
tions, owing to harvest operations not 
being finished, were thinner than usual; 
but many who were present were con
strained to thank God for what the 
preacher said about the Lord they love. 
May the Lord add His blessing, and His 
name shall have all the praise,-P. BAR• 
RELL, 

CHATHA.."111:.-ENON.-We are thank
ful to say that Mr. B. T. Dale, who has 
very frequently supplied at Enon, has 
complied with the unanimous request of 
the friends to preach the first six months 
of 1892, with a view to the pastorate. 
May it prove to be of the Lord. We 
trust that good days are in store fo1 us. 
This is the first public intimation we 
have given of the same. You will be 
glad with us.-E. CASSE. 

BLAKE~HAM, SUFFOLK.-Harvest 
thanksgiving services were held on 
Wednesday, Oct. 7th. Mr. R. E. Sears, 
of London, preached afternoon and 
evening. The congregations were good, 
and the solemn and earnest words of 
the preacher were listened to with rapt 
attention. May God command His 
blessing. We were pleased to see friends 
from other Churches, a goodly number 
coming from Ipswich, amongst them 
being the widow of the late pastor, W. 
Houghton, of fragrant memory, The 
present pastor, Mr. E. Haddock, is en
couraged in his work, and we pray that 
his ministry may be made a blessing 
unto many. 

PECKHAM-ROAD (MIZPAH), - On 
Sunday, 8ept. 20th, interesting services 
were held in this place of worship, In 
the morning and evening sermons were 
preached by our old friend and brother 
Mr. Woodrow, and in the afternoon Bro. 
Crook, of Lewisham, preached a special 
sermon bearing upon the nature of a 
Gospel Church, showing, from Jer. 

xxxii. 38, that God has ever had a 
Church in the world, which He is pleased 
to call His people. Coming to New 
Testament times, he took a four-fold 
view of the Church of Christ-First, 
their origin ; secondly, their character .i 
thirdly, their mission in the world; ana 
fourthly, their order. After the sermon 
the Lord's supper was administered to 
sixteen persons, uniting the hands of 
brother Boyes, a deacon, with one of the 
male members, and giving suitable 
words to each. It was felt to be a very 
solemn and precious season by those 
present. May the covenant God of 
Israel continue to bless and keep the 
little ones so gathered, and prosper and 
bless all the Churches of Christ. 

In t#tcmo:riam. 
DEATH OF MR. DANIEL ALLEN. 

AUSTRALIA.-We deeply grieve to 
state on going tolress that our beloved 
brother Daniel llen, pastor, Castle
reagh-street, Sidney, passed to his eter
nal rest on Monday, September 14th, 
1891. Brother F. .Beedle's brief letter 
shall appear in our next issue. May the 
Lord graciously sustain the relatives 
and friends under their heavy bereave
ment.-ED. 

The Lord has taken to Himself an
other of His aged pilgrims, Mrs. 
MARTIN aged 72 [ears (mother of 
Mrs. ltollands, o Halling). She 
died September 26th, 1891, Brother E. 
Wood improved her death last Lord's• 
day evemng from 2 Tim. i. 12. May 
others be raised up to fill the vacancy 
thus made.-J. CASSE, SEN, 

Our beloved brother Marsh, of Wel• 
lingboro', informs us that dear Mrs. 
VEHDON, ofLaxfield, Suffolk, fell asleep 
in Jesus on Wednesday, October 
14th, 1891. Our brother saw her on 
October 9th, and found her longing for 
home. Her end was peace. 

DEAR MR. EDITOR,-My dear father 
(J. WHATMOUGH, Baptist minister) 
passed peacefully into glory-land on 
Sunday night, October llth. He said to 
me several times, " I never knew there 
was so much soul-comfort in THE 
VESSEL before. It seemed to be a joy to 
read it."-ANNIE WHATMOUGH. 

THOMAS BARNARD, pastor of Par• 
ticula.r Baptist Chapel, Bournemouth, 
October 19th, in 74th year of his age. 

#(a:r:riagc. 
BAWDEN - WALTER. - October 8th, 

1891, by Mr, 0. S. Dolbey, at the Surrey 
Tabernacle, Richard Bawden, of 63, 
Sandmere-road, S,W., a.member of Nun• 
head-green, to Mary Ann Walter, of 
379, Wandsworth-road, S.W., a member 
of the Surrey Tabernacle. 



MR. P. B. WOODGATE, LATE OF OTLEY, SUFFOLK. 

(See page 371.) 

THE following beautiful lines by Dr. Horatius Bonar forcibly arrested 
our attention a short time since as being in sweet and solemn 

harmony with the declaration in John xv iii. 40, " Not this Man, but 
Barabbas" (we have reversed the text in our heading):-

" I see the orowd in Pilate's hall, 
I mark their wrathful mien ; 

Their shouts of 'crucify' appal, 
Without blasphemy betweer:.'' 

The world's estimate of Jesus Christ to-day is exactly the same as it 
was in the days of His flesh. The general clamour is the same now as 
then, though perhaps not quite so coarsely rendered, and the bitter 
meaning is identical-" Not this Man, but Barabbas." The progress of 
civilisation has made no real change in man, as regards bringing him 
nearer to God, and giving him a taste for true godliness. Man, in his 

VoL. XL VIII. DECEMBER, 1891. A A 
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natural state, may conform to religious worship, and appear to like that 
which is morally upright, but the heart, untouched by the Spirit of God, 
remains under the control of Satan, and "is enmity against God." In 
sentiment bis cry is like that of the rabble of old, "Not this Man, but 
Barabbas." 

No outside reformation can supply the place of regeneration or con
form a sinner to Jesus Christ. There were "disciples" of old (John vi. 
66) who followed Christ from low, self-interested motives; who, when He 
declared in their hearing the sovereignty of the Father in salvation, 
aposflltized, and though called "disciples" by Him, they were really on a 
par with Judas, who sold bis Master for that which be loved most. 
They "went back," no more to return, and said, in deeds if not in words, 
"Not this Man, but Barabbas." Persons may apostatize from a form of 
religion, but never finally from the possession of true godliness. 

"Not this Man, but Barabbas,'' was our cry when in a state of 
nature, and not a whit better were we than the mocking multitude in 
Pilate's hall; and when brought to see and feel our position, we knew the 
truth of the annexed verse of Dr. Bonar's touching poem, " 'Twas I that 
did it":-

" And of that shouting multitude 
I feel that I am one ; 

And in that din of voices rude 
I recognise my own." 

Luke informs us that Barabbas was guilty of sedition (or treason) 
and murder; John says he was a robber. Evidently he was a notoriously 
bad man; yet, strange to say, many religious professors in his day 
preferred his release to that of the innocent Man, Christ Jesus; and 
"such,'' says Paul, "were some of you; but ye are washed." "Ah," says 
the sorrow-stricken child of God-

" I see the scourges tear His back, 
I see the piercing crown,, 

And of that crowd who smite and mock, 
I feel that I am one." 

Where is the saved sinner to-day who has not often mourned over his 
past conduct, when no better in word and deed than those who cried, 
"Crucify Him?'' Does he not say, weeping:-

" Around yon cross the throng I see, 
Mocking the Sufferer's groan, 

Yet still my voice it seems to be 
As if I mocked alone" 1 

Thousands there are at the present moment who care not for "this 
Man," but spurn His teaching, vilify His character, dispute His holy 
mission, despise Bis words, and hate His cause; yet He feeds and 
clothes them, and often prospers them temporarily in a greater degree 
than He does His own elect people. Alas! how infinitely far has man 
fallen from the glorious image in which he was created! 

Dear reader, can you reverse the words recorded by John, and say, 
as Tremellius, a dying saint, once said, "Not Barabbas, but Jesus?" If 
such is your case, grace has made a grand change in you. You may, 
beloved, regret the rising of sin within you, and your proneness to heart
wandering from Christ, and say:-

" 'Twae I that shed the sacred blood, 
I nailed Him to the tree, 

I crucified the Christ of God, 
I joined the mockery." 
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Yet you will live to prove the truth of Paul's comforting words to the 
Church at Philippi, '' He which bath begun a good work in yon will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." God grant you may realise 
all that is contained in the above quotation, as also in the last verse of 
Dr. Bonar's delightful poem:-

" Yet not the less that blood avails 
To cleanse away my sins, 

And not the lees that cross P,revails 
To give me peace within.' 

God grant all our true friend!! a bright and happy New Year. 
W. WINTERS, Editor. 

Waltham Abbey, Essex. 

OUR PORTRAIT G~<\.LLERY-No. XII. 
MR. P. B. WOODGATE, LATE OF OTLEY, SUFFOLK. 

OUR brother Woodgate was born in the city of Norwich, and was 
blessed with a praying mother, who was a member at Princes

street Chapel and under the ministry of Mr. John Alexander. At the 
age of seven years he was led to feel his lost and ruined state by sin, and 
for seven years lived a rigid pharisee. He was, however, saved from its 
poisoning influence in a Baptist Chapel, in Kenninghall, Norfolk, where 
he was baptized and added to the Church. Afterward he removed to 
Deptford, Kent, and sat under the ministry of an aged servant of God, 
who preached in a chapel in Greenwich, formerly occupied by a company 
of French refugees. Our brother soon became established in the 
doctrines of grace and the sweet influences of the Eternal Spirit, which 
formed a delightful theme in his after ministry. Scarcely two years 
had passed away ere he was obliged to leave a business he tio much 
loved and return to his father's house in Norfolk. Again he entered 
into business in Lowestoft, where, by the grace of God, he was called to 
preach the glorious Gospel of Christ. 

The following interesting account of the ministerial career of our 
brother Woodgate was given at Otley, on the occasion of his jubilee and 
resignation, as reported in our last issue. Brother Woodgate said:-

" The one who has passed through all this commenced his ministry 
at Lowestoft the latter part of 1841, under rather unfavourable cir
.cumstances. The people were somewhat divided respecting my 
predecessor; but feeling determined in the spring of the year to return 
to a business life in London, I thought it was a matter of small 
importance to struggle on through the winter; but practice increased 
strength, and love for the ministry, which, amidst many painful cir
<mmstances and much personal anxiety, continued for six years. During 
this period the distress of mind was great, arising from the fear that I 
had entered upon the ministry and God had never called me to the 
work. This burden became too heavy for me. I, therefore, resolved to 
give it up, and, thank God, with the help of a very good wife, we needed 
nothing of a worldly character. Thus I became free; ,tll the fears and 
anxieties of the ministry were gone, but, alas! for only one Lord's-day. 
The following week I was invited to speak in a neighbouring village 
and could not refuse. A short time after this an aged minister, J. 
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Gowing, from Norwich, found me up and begged of me to go and preach 
in Sonthwold Chapel, to save it from being sold away from the people. 
I agreed to go. Th~ first s~rvice evid~ntly laid J:iold of the people, 
who would not be satisfied with an occas10nal service. They promised 
to renornte and clean up the chapel if I would but go. In this event I 
clearly saw the hand of God, and during a period of five years travelled 
twenty-six miles almost every Lord's-day-often preaching three times. 
During this period the Holy Spirit very much blessed the word. It 
was during this time the Lord blessed me with a conviction I have never 
lost that He had revealed His Son in me and sent me forth to preach 
His Gospel. Afflictions of a serious nature entered our peaceful and 
happy home. My dear wife was brought near to death's door from 
typhus fever; then my eldest and second daughter. This event chanO'ed 
all our affairs at Lowestoft. In 1851 I received an invitation to pre~ch 
at Carleton Rode, Norfolk, and here my first pastorate began. Being 
rather of an independent turn of mind, I had hitherto felt unwilling to 
undertake such an important step without being wholly supported by a 
people, so that my time might be given up to them. I had no objection 
to minister to poorer Churches and work at the same time with my own 
hands, but to fulfil the pastoral office according to apostolic exhortation 
seemed to me impossible. My ordination took place in 1852. Mr. 
George Wright, of Beccles, gave a very clear and definite description of 
a Gospel Church and the solid grounds of Nonconformist principle!!. 
This, with the questions to be answered, occupied the morning service. 
We had to be well drilled into the pastoral office in those times. In the 
afternoon the charge was given to the pastor, which has not been for
gotten. Mr. Howell, of Kenninghall, occupied the evening service in 
giving some wholesome advice to the Church. After this I went to 
work, preaching three times on the Lord's-day; twice during the week, 
walking many miles, and visiting the people. The Lord gave many 
seals to my ministry. Between 60 and 70 souls were added to the 
Church; many remarkable cases of conversion took place; some are 
living now to praise God for my labours among them, while many are 
among the glorified spirits in heaven. Here I laboured for nearly nine 
years, and considered my work done. Afterwards I thought I took a 
false step in going, where I was strongly recommended, to Mildenhall. 
It "Was here I suffered much persecution from men of corrupt lninds, and 
passed through fiery trials. 

"In December, 1860, I had an occasion to come to Bury Station to 
meet my second daughter coining from Braintree, and being one hour 
too soon, I called upon my long-tried friend, Mr. Elven. He came to 
the door, shook hands with me, and said, 'You are just the man for 
Otley,' a place I had never heard of. He referred to the sudden death 
of my predecessor, and my reply was, 'This is all premature; it. will 
require consideration.' I did not mean to jump to Otley as I did to 
West Row. I would have a better understanding. Shortly after I bad 
a note from Mr. Webb, of Ipswich, telling me, if I was invited to supply 
at Otley, to go as it would be a change for me to visit the people. _Then 
came the letter of authority from one of the deacons (brother Wilson) 
to preach three times on the last Lord's-day in January aud the first in 
February, and twice during the week. I accordingly obeyed, and felt 
such an amount of spiritual, gloomy depression on the first Lord's-day 
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-of my visit, that I wrote to my wife on Monday, stating I felt quite 
,decided to accept of some business position, still lingering to help the 
poorer Churches and work with my own hands during the week. On 
the Tuesday evening I preached in the very room where Mr. Thompson, 
of Culpho, first brought the Gospel into this neighbourhood 91 years 
·since. Here I felt more at home, and here I had the first seal to my 
ministry. The next Lord's-day I felt somewhat better, but left on the 
Monday for home not very much elated. The people begun to pray for 
me, and in March I came again, and thought the people looked brighter, 
.and promised, if there was not a dissenting voice, I would accept of an 
invitation for twelve months, during which period we should know 
more about each other, and on April 6th, 1861 (my birthday), I com
menced my ministry, and very soon began to observe the Lord had sent 
me here-very many pleasing proofs of the Word being blessed by those 
who came forward to declare what God had done for their souls. Then 
-came the desire for me to be settled as their pastor. At the end of 
,eight months I wanted to work on until the twelve months, but on a 
Monday evening, never to be forgotten-200 men present, and eight 
brethren prayed-so that I was literally prayed into Otley-they were 
praying times. 17 men were added to the Church by baptism and letter 
rin the first year, 14 in the second year, 12 in the third year, 12 in the 
fourth year, and scarcely a year has elapsed during the 30 years without 
additions either by baptism or dismission from other churches. 

There is, however, another side to this history. Many old members 
began to pass away by the hand of death; the warm and hearty touch of 
the hand was to be felt no more-their earnest, fervent prayers to be heard 
no more: such men as Samuel Ramsey, Benjamin Seamen, George Wight
man, Elisha Staff, William Catermole, Caleb Oxborrow, Thomas 
Manning, George Gray, Joseph Dunn et, and others. These were strong
minded men, who never thought of turning aside from the good old 
paths of Gospel truth and Gospel ordinances; and, thank God, since their 
days nothing of the changeH which have taken place in other Churches 
have troubled us. It has been 30 years of much spiritual union and 
,communion, and often have we felt when around the table of the Lord 
the presence of the Divine Master, who has drawn our souls heavenward; 
but this state of things has not exempted us from many fiery trials, 
much conflict, and bitter temptations. Church discipline, at times, had 
to be brought into exercise, convincing us, with all our pleaslolres, we 
were no perfect Church. 

"These events worked for good, and we are here to-day, not to 
mourn, but to thank our covenant God and to commemorate His good
ness for the abundant blessings He has granted to us during these many 
years. And now, as my pastorate closes, a solemn feeling comes over 
one's mind. What an amount of regret, what confessions of imper
.fections, fearfulness of being at all times faithful to the trust, neverthe
less gratitude for help, and never confounded before the people. What 
a pleasure and joy to know that a number of souls have been brought to 
Christ by the Holy Spirit through my ministry. It is, however, all of 
gmce, and when I die I shall be like that redeemed soul who has never 
-opened his mouth in the ministry-a sinner saved by grace. Like the 
traveller, I have reached the end of my pastoral journey. Like the 
mariner, I have encountered many a storm, crossing its seas, and am 
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about to enter the harbour. Like the soldier, I have fought the o-ood 
fight, ~nd am about to lay dow:n my weapons at the feet of my great 
Sovereign and Commander, Kmg Jesus. And I wish for you the 
blessings of our covenant God: may He send you a more successful 
minister. Brethren and sisters in Christ, be of one mind live in peace 
and the God of love and peace be with you." ' ' 

"BULWARKS." 
(Isaiah xxvi. 1.) 

BY CHARLES M.A.STJ!lltSON. 

IN 01:1r recent pera!Ilbul,:ttions we have noticed_ s~me of England's 
defences, her fortifications and bulwarks. This mteresting survey 

bas led us to contemplate the_ safety and happiness o_f God's people, and 
the words of the prophet Isaiah occurred to the mmd, affording some 
sweetness: "In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah." 
We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. 
Leaving for the present the period referred to, let us prayerfully study 
the origin, privileges, history, and security and glory of the Church 
which is here compared to a city. The enemy was never more busy than 
now in attacking the citadel of truth, but we need not, however, be 
alarmed, for God has provided for the safety of His Church and people. 
In what does this consist? Salvation! What comprehensiveness we 
ha,e here; does it not take in the purposes and perfections of Jehovah? 
And what a bulwark of strength and security do these afford ! In a 
season of great trepidation the prophet, being asked "What shall we 
answer the messengers of the nations who come to apprise us of the 
approach of the Philistine armies ? " bis heroic reply was, "Tell them 
that the Lord bath fonnded Zion, and that the poor of His people shall 
trust in it." Coupled with this we have Paul's consolatory testimony to 
his son Timothy in the faith, " The foundation of the Lord standeth 
sure; having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are His, and let every 
one that nameth the name of Obrist depart from iniquity." Taught 
with the greatest possible perspicuity that God from all eternity had 
determined He would have a Church in the world-that is, a people 
whom He had loved with an everlasting love, a people whom He had 
chosen in Christ Jesus, and in Him, blessed with all spiritual blessings. 

The way in which some men deal with the eternal verities of the 
Gospel, frequently raises a serious doubt in our mind as to whether they 
possess heartfelt religion, vital godliness, or no. But to proceed. This 
was God's grand purpose; hence it was that neither Pharaoh in Egypt 
could prevent, nor all the nations of Canaan could obstruct, the establish
ment of Mount Zion, for God's counsel must stand, and He will do all His 
pleasure. His purposes are like the mountains round about Jerusalem
immovable and impre~nable. Hence the impossibility of any of the real 
citizens of Zion being lost. 

Bulwark! How cheering to the oft tempest-tossed believer to know 
for his preservation all the perfections of Diety are pledged. Whilst His 
wisdom is engaged to disconcert, and His power to defeat, all the Church's 
enemies, His truth and faithfulness form a barrier that cannot be broken 
through; and to show the reality of this, He says, " I will be a wall of 
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fire round about them, and the glory in the midst of them." As if the 
Lord had said, '' Every attribute of Mine shall be as a chamber in which 
they may lie down in perfect peace and safety.'' 

"Salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks." In this 
salvation do we not clearly see the designation and constitution of Jesus 
Christ as King in Zion. His Kingly office is the great bulwark of Zion. 
This is the fort royal that never fails. Turn to Psa. ii., and learn how, 
in spite of all the tumults, conspiracy, and rage of her foes, Zion must 
stand, for her King reigneth and must reign till all His enemies be made 
His footstool. And remember, He who has the power to preserve the 
Church in all places, and under the most adverse circumstances, says, " I 
give unto them eternal life," &c. 

Moreover, the work Christ undertook to accomplish. What a bulwark 
of defence, a tower of strength and security! He went on in His media
torial work until He could say," It is finished." Precious truth, how we 
delight to proclaim it-the finished work of Christ-and tell the poor, 
trembling sinner there, and there only, can pardon, peace, and eternal 
life be found ! 

In the person and work of Christ we find Zion's bulwarks of salva
tion, and closely connected we have the work of the Hol.lJ Spirit-which 
branch of Zion's strength and security is sadly overlooked, if not ignored, 
in the present day, judging from what we sometimes hear and read. So 
absolutely necessary is the work of the Holy Spirit that in vain would 
Christ have died for His Church and people, if the Holy Spirit had not 
undertaken to apply to their souls the redemption which He has wrought 
out for them. Blessed truth! He does perform His work according to 
covenant engagements. He finds men dead indeed, but He quickens 
them to a new and heavenly life. He gives them eyes to see and ears 
to hear, and hearts to feel the truths which He has revealed to them; 
and where He has begun a work of grace He fails not to carry it on, and 
to perfect it until the day of Christ. It is the Spirit's work to discover our 
malady by sin, and our remedy by Christ, whose active and passive 
obedience form the basis of our acceptance and eternal life. He glorifies 
Christ by taking the things which are Christ's, and showing them unto 
us. No man can know Christ savingly but by the Holy Ghost. This is 
one of Zion's impregnable fortresses, against which the gates of hell 
shall never prevail. Ye that make mention of the name of the Lord, 
make much of the personality and work of the Holy Spirit! 

May we not also include the promises of God, which are exceeding 
great and precious as among the bulwarks of Zion--great and precious 
in number, in blessing, in variety; suited to all the cares and circum
stances of God's people; precious, because in Him are Yea and in Him 
are Amen unto the glory of God by us. What a bulwark of defence and 
delight the promises have been when our faith and confideuce have been 
sorely shaken by the conduct of fickle friends, designing men, aud false 
brethren. Some sweet promise has been applied, such as "Fear not, I 
am with thee," &c., "Lo, I am with you al way," and the perturbation 
of the mind has been hushed to rest, like the Galilean lake of old at the 
almighty behest of Him who said, "Peace be still." 

Surely it should be mentioned as a1~?ther_ of Zion's bul "'.arks, "God'.s 
watchful providence over the Church. His eye of special !eg~rd 1s 
upon it, as His eye was upon the land of Canaan from the begmmng of 
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the year even unto the end of it. "I, the Lord, do keep it-His vine
yard the Church-and will water it every moment, lest any hurt it; I 
will keep it night and day.'' His watchful providence guards, keeps, 
rules, and npholds His Church, turning all the devices of her enemies, 
and rendering abortive their efforts to hurt her. Have not we witnessed 
with adoring, grateful hearts how that God"s providence has marvellously 
fulfilled His promise. Some twenty-eight years ago the writer well 
remembers going to the village of Pakefield, near Lowestoft, to speak 
for the first time in the name of the Lord. His text was, " But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things 
sha.11 be added unto you." Blessed be His holy name, His Word has not 
failed, but truly verified in a conspicuous manner. Oh, for grace to be His 
always in holy, active service. "Take me and ]et me be wholly Thine." 

Did space permit, we wanted to have pointed out at least two other 
bulwarks-viz.: The specwl presence of God, and that which seems to 
comprehend every blessing-His covenant. "For this God is our God 
for ever and ever; He will be our Guide even unto death." 

Brighton. 

CLOSER THAN A BRO'.i'HER. 
BY E. MARSH, WELLINGBOROUGH. 

WHAT a touching picture of brotherly love met the gaze of a search 
party in the fearful gale of Tuesday, Oct. 13th. Two brothers 

are out on Stainmore Fells gathering sheep. Darkness overtakes them, 
the storm is raging in its fury, they lose their way. Wandering on they 
are quite exhausted as they come to a hollow, where they shelter. It is 
bitterly cold, and in that dark and stormy night no human ear is nigh 
to catch the cry for help, no friendly hand is extended for the rescue. 
See, one brother falls, unable to go another step, while the other crouches 
over him to try and keep him warm. At last the search party find them, 
the one stiff and cold in death crouching over the body of his still living 
brother. The newspaper report says, "The survivor, who was only just 
alive, no doubt owes it to his brother that he too did not perish. How 
will that survivor, if spared, tell in years to come how he was spared at 
the sacriiice of his brother's life ? What would he not give to clasp that 
loving brother to his heart, and weep his gratitude out on his breast for 
the loving act in that stormy night? Who does not pray, as they read 
the account, that that life spared may be a living monument of praise to 
God for the gift of such a brother, and above all a life of usefulness in 
the service of Him whose love is that beyond a brother's ? Let us think 
of HIM, for a moment, and His love that rescued us from a far worse 
storm than that of last Tuesday's. . 

Oh, how much is in that sentence, "The survivor, no doubt, owes 1t 
to his brother that he did not perish." Jesus, our Brother, came on 
purpose to seek His lost brethren. Their destruction is certain unless 
He save them, for who can outlive the storms of wrath due to sin, and 
the righteous anger of a holy God against transgression I Oh, what l~ve 
was that which filled His heart, as He bursts through all the glories 
of heavenly bliss, and leaves the bosom of His Father to be "made a 
curse for us" and "bear that we might never bear His Father's righteous 
ire;" "dies the Just for the unjust that He might bring us to God;" 
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that we "who were afar off" might be "made nigh by His blood." 
Yes, "He must needs suffer," for "without the shedding of blood there 
is no remission of sini'l." Each survivor owes it to his Brother that he 
did not perish. 

" Lest the shadow of a spot 
Should on my soul be found, 

He takes the robe the Saviour wrought, 
.And casts it all around.'' 

Love unto death saved that brother on Stainmore Fells. Of .Jesus it 
is written, "Having loved His own which were in the world, He loved 
them unto the end." 

"This were compassion like a God, 
That when the Saviour knew 

The price of pardon was His blood 
His pity ne'er withdrew.'' 

"He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem," for in "the dark and 
cloudy day'' there shall arise "a Saviour, and a great one." Behold 
the death of Christ, our Elder Brother, and in the sublime grandeur of 
that sacred head bowed still in death see underneath it all "a multitude 
that no man can number " saved from eternal wrath, rescued from 
destruction by the death of their Brother. "Yet it is written "lfe are 
saved by His life." 

"He lives l the great Redeemer lives I 
·what joy the blest assurance gives ; 
And now before His Father God 
Pleads the full merit of His blood." 

The tomb is empty, and the throne filled; the penalty borne, and paradise 
opened; sin put away, and salvation secured. Ah, dear reader, has that 
survivor of the "Fells " a portrait of his brother at home ? Fast falls 
his tears as he gazes on it and says, " Oh, that those lips had language! 
would that you were near me now, if only for a moment, for you it was 
who saved my life!" But no brother can he thank, or tell the joys of a 
saved life to. Not so the sinner saved:-

" We to our living Brother go, 
And to His feet our praises bring ; 

He died, but all the world shall know 
Our Brother, Saviour, lives again." 

Oh, what blessed moments, dear reader, have they been when faith's 
tiniest arms have embraced no less than the Lord of lords and King of 
kings and cried with rapturous joy, " He loved me and gave Himself 
for me." Yes! yes! There is not the shadow of a doubt but that 
our salvation is all owing to" Jesus only." Under the law is to suffer 
the eternal vengeance of that storm which never abates, and which we 
have justly deserved to endure ; but "under His skirt" "they shall 
never perish," for " He shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be 
satisfied." 

" Then, bleat Redeemer, touch this cold, cold heart of mine, 
That this saved life be solely and for ever Thine ; 
Let faith embrace the mystery no angel heart can know. 
I owe my life to J esu's death, and risen glory too." 

"MAY the opportunities given us to speak nnd love the truth be embraced most 
thankfully and performed most faithfully by us as the servants of the Ii vi1:g God : 
ourselves mercifully snatched from the world, and preserved from the sms that 
are in us, and instructed and maintained in the truth that is in Jesus."-J. W. B. 
to his brother C. W. B. 

BB 
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REALITY AND SEMBLANCE. 
A Paper read by J. T. BooTLE, at the Pastor's Conference, Little Alie-

street, on Gal. i. 6, 7. 

DEAR BR~THR_EN?-The subject wh\ch I desire to place before you 
for cons1derat1on 1s the apostle Paul s contrast of the Gospel which 

he preached with a counterfeit. All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for instruction in righteousness, and as every 
part of God's Word is inLended for a certain purpose, the &c~pe of the 
Epistle_ to _the ~alatians_ is one worth,Y of the ~eep~st prayerful study, 
The prmc1pal mvolved m the apostles content10n 1s a vital one, inas
much as the attempt which he is coping with is of the most refined, 
subtle nature, pernicious in the highest degree in its effects, and its 
dangerous character lies in its bewitching appearance. In this case it 
is not one of a contradictory nature-that is to say, openly so, as for 
example idolatry or infidelity versus Christianity, but a covert attempt 
under the guise of a superior piety to undermine and supplant the 
Gospel of the grace of God. 

The vital point in question is the doctrine of justification, and, as 
there is only one way of being just with God, and that is God's way, 
and the apostle had the clearest evidence that the views he held and the 
doctrines he preached were not of men, but of God, he was perfectly 
justified in defending his own order, and protesting against that perver
sion and innovation so skilfully arranged, but which he intuitively 
detected and so skilfully exposed in all its windings and encroachments. 
The importance of the apostle's contention is seen in the light of the 
various points at issue. Take the foundation of salvation-here is 
diametrical opposition-spirit versus flesh, grace versus works. Contrast 
the methods employed by which the end is to be obtained. On the one 
hand, the power of the Lord God omnipotent is displayed on the plat
form of human weakness and infirmity; on the other hand, the attempt 
is made to replace the spiritual by the ritual; thus, by casting a glamour 
over the vital point, divert the eye and the mind from the proper object 
of at~ention and attraction. 

Notice the principles actuating the contending parties. On the 
one hand, we see the apostle, from a feeling of love and indebted
ness, striving to set forth Jesus crucified-jealous of himself, and also 
of his Master's honour, only desirous that the cross be seen, studiously 
and prayerfully careful to keep unsullied the glorious trust committed to 
him, leaving the results in the hands of Him "who giveth the increase." 
On the other hand, we perceive those who to attain their object did not 
object to build on another man's foundation, to profess to show a more 
excellent way of salvation than the apostle's preaching did; and, in 
order to succeed, did not hesitate to elevate themselves in the affections 
of and influence over the Galatians at the expense of the apostle's char
ader and the nature of his preaching. Thus we see that although the 
JJl'Ofessed aim of both the apostle Paul and the false apostles was one; 
} et there is in the methods, principles, and doctrines involved distinct 
aud flat opposition. 

Jn bri ugiug the two systems together in order to examine the relation 
they lJear to each other, with a view to ascertain their agreement or 
disagreement, it must be borne in mind clearly that one system must be 
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l'ight and the other wrong. This the apostle Paul asserts most clearly, 
and al»o the false apostles concede the same by their insidious attempt 
to oust him from his rightful position. It will therefore be necessary to 
-compare the two systems, and then endeavour to draw some conclusions 
from the whole for the purpo,e of improving the subject. The key-note of 
the epistle is justification. This both parties agree upon, but essentially 
-differ as to the way. There is a connection between the beginninc- and 
the end of things, and the apostle emphasises this when be'°"' says, 
" Having begun in Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? " 

Let us look firat at the apostle's go3pel. It was not after man. 
Divine in it.~ origin and relation, this statement, which is simplicity 
itself, yet pregnant with the deepest meaning and import, immediately 
lifts the whole matter out of an earthly construction and applic<ttion. 
Being divine, it is perfect. To paint one of God's lilies for the purpose 
of improvement would be worse than useless, it would be a failure; so, 
to take the Gospel of the grace of God, and subject it to an improving 
process, must pervert and foul the limpid water of the river of life. Its 
do::itrines, statements, and requirements are distinctly opposed to all that 
-exists in fallen, sinful nature, thus constituting by its opposite tendency 
"the offence of the cross." The Divine Author of it has not made any 
provision in the scheme at all to favour its reception in congenial soil, 
in fallen sinful nature; so that it has not to depend in any degree upon 
the natural will or desire for a favourable reception. Neither in the 
})reaching of it has it to depend upon the naturally favourable appear
.ance of the preacher, or the eloquence of his language: for, in preaching 
to the Galatians, they did not despise his temptation, nor did they turn 
from him because of his infirmity in the flesh, but received him as an 
.angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. His success did not depend upon 
favourable personal effect and eloquent utterance, for his bodily presence 
was weak and his speech contemptible. It embodies the wisdom of the 
-only and the all-wise God. When the world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. To 
preach " the Gospel " is really and simply to make manifest the Word of 
God; and, as a word manifests what is passing, or has dwelt in the mind 
-of the speaker, so Jesus Christ as "the Word'' is the glorious expression 
-of God's mind, will, and purpose, and the apostle sums it up thus: "Before 
whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth crucified among 
_you." Thus the whole question is resolved to one thin~-tbe cross. 0 
glorious cross! delightful theme! Well might Paul say, "But God forbid 
that I should glory, sa,e _in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world." By the cross I take 
it that the apostle did not mean a literal cross, but the person, character, 
work, and offices of Him who hung there. His person is complex
incarnate Deity-a person wc.>ll adapted to be a Mediator between God and 
man; it is a spotless nature, holy, harmless, undefiled, yet being made 
perfect by sufferings, knows how to succour those that are tempted. His 
character is a Saviom, His work to seek and to save that which \fas lost. 
He undertook to be the Sa.viour in its fullest acceptation, and will save all 
the objects of His love. To this end l1 e took their plaa, became a substitute, 
did that which they never could have done, and did everything for them 
meritoriously, and then cried, "IT IS FINIBHED." 

The doctrine of union is most important to keep in mind. The new 
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birth is essential: "Ye must be born again." This is the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Spiritual faculties being given, Christ is now seen, not as 
a root out of the dry ground, but as the Chiefest among ten thousand; 
and thus, by the Spirit, faith is given to believe and to say, '' Who loved 
ME and gave Himself for me." All other hopes and trusts are now 
abandoned, Christ is now believed in, looked to alone, and trusted in for 
sal,ation entirely, and thus such are justified by faith, and have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The apostle having stated in a positive manner the nature of his gospel, 
and that this gospel conferred upon its recipients the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God, ~e pr_oceeds to attack and condemn and expose the 
attempt to neutralize his labours and supplant bis gospel. He is positive 
in bis statements, logical in his deductions, unyielding to a degree, not 
entertaining for a moment the claims of his opponents, and did not give 
place to them. No, not for an hour. We are thus face to face with 
a ,-ital struggle. His order is, first to denounce it, then to condemn it, 
and then passes on to expose it. He denounces it as a counterfeit. The 
principle of a counterfeit coin is to accomplish the same thing and attain 
the same end by unlawful means as the genuine article performs. Those 
who utter it are indifferent as to its constituent properties, so long 
as it answers the identical purpose of the real coin. It is not 
made in the mint, does not bear the genuine impress of the Sovereign, 
and all the success it obtains is due to the want of perception, indifference, 
or carelessness of those who entertain it, for no honest person would 
knowingly assist either in the manufacture or circulation of spurious 
coinage; so the apostle does not charge the Galatians with bad intentions, 
but says: "0, foolish Galatians, WHO bath bewitched you." He next 
condemns it. The very moment be perceives it, be does not hesitate to 
pronounce the sentence, " Though WE or an angel from heaven preach 
any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed." No connection is entertained or recog
nised betwixt the Messenger and the message, him who tenders the 
coin and the coin itself. 

No gifts, influence, important presence or weight, and other 
matters can possibly make the message other than what it is. No 
gentlemanly, refined appearance of the person who tenders the coin 
will make a bad one into a good one. One drop of poison is just 
as deadly in a glass of the richest wine as it would be by itself; the 
fact of the poison being in the wine makes it the more dangerous, 
all suspicion is disarmed. 

The apostle insists upon keeping the issue clear. The message 
must staud or fall upon its own merits. Assertion is no proof, 
therefore Paul does not terminate the matter by denunciation and 
condemnation, but follows up and clinches the whole affair by 
exposure. A day is coming when deception will be unavailing; only 
those who have been resting upon the blood and righteousness of Jesus 
will be calm. 

'' Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed 
With joy, will they lift up their heads; " 

all others, both deceivers and deceived, will be ashamed. And 
when the king came to see the guests, he saw there a man who 
had not on a "wedding garment," and he saith unto him, "Friend, 
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how earnest thou in hither, not naving a wedding garment? And 
he was speechless" (Matt. xxii. 11, 12). Only those who have 
inadvertently taken a counterfeit coin know the sensation experienced 
upon the revelation presented by the discovery of its real value and 
properties. It is the duty, however, of all law-abiding citizens to 
defend the coinage from encroachment and usurpation and by rigidly 
adhering to the genuine and rejecting the spurious coin. This object 
will be answered; thus, in this light, Paul was set for the defence 
of the Gospel, and was not moved or shaken in the slightest by the 
-effrontery of the false brethren. 

The objection that the apostle takes in connection with this counter
feit gospel is circumcision. To become subject to this rite is to be a 
debtor to the whole law, and as many as are of the works of the )aw 
~re under the curse; for it is written, "Cursed is every one that con
tinueth not in all things which are written in the Book of the law to do 
them (chap. iii., ver. 10). Wherefore then serveth the Lord? Lt is 
useless and hopeless, for the inheritance does not descend through:the 
-channel of the law, but by promise. The distinction is illustrated by the 
-case of Isaac and Ishmael, and just as God's promise and purpose were 
fulfilled through Isaac and his descendants, and not Ishmael's, so . the 
heavenly inheritance comes by faith, and not by works. It is further 
illustrated by Abraham's faith; and the Scripture foreseeing that Goel 
would justify the heathen through faith preached before the gospel unto 
Abraham, saying, "In thee shall all nations be blessed." , 

The apostle clinches the argument by saying, " For if the inheritance 
be of the Jaw, it is no more of promise; thus the character of the apostle's 
preaching was the entire helplessness of the creature. The all-sufficiency 
of Christ, and the joyful sound was proclaimed that by Him all that 
believe are justified from all things from which ye could not be justi:fied 
by the law of Moses (Acts xiii. 39). Again, actions test or dischver 
:principle. A man is known by the company he keeps. The false 
teachers did not associate with Paul, thus discovering an antagonistic 
feeling-a tacit admission that a great difference existed betwixt their 
preaching; also the dissatisfaction exhibited. They desired to suppress 
Paul's gospel, and introduced something else-the very principle·of a 
counterfeit coin. The grnuine metal is absent, and a spurious kind fills 
up the place. The platform upon which they stood was different. Paul 
took his stand upon doctrine; he laid the greatest emphasis upon keeping 
the doctrines unsullied, the other laid most stress upon rites and,cere
monies. Finally, the improvement, be particular, even at the risk of 
appearing singular; be loyal to principles in the day of adver
sity ; peace best assured by disassociation from those of contrary 
principles; consideration for those who have been led away. 

"Careless1 myself a dying man, 
Of dyrng man's esteem; 

Happy, 0 Go:i, if Thou approve, 
Though all beside condemn." 

PURPOSE ANn Pnon!ISE.-Cbrist was the man of purpose, set up from ever
lasting as man's Fellow and Friend. ''. A f!iend in need is a friend i_:1deed;" but 
here was a Friend set up before need, with rI?hesexhaustless as ~he Deity,_ boundless 
as immensity, durable as eternity and glorious ~s the pearly city. Chnst w~s the 
man of prom/sf., who bought and brought salvat10n, caught and con;1uered t,,atan, 
bore and buried sin, banished death, and broke up the grave.-Late !iamut!l Co:ens. 
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MR. DANiliL ALLEN, 

IN our last issue we recorded on i.oini. to press the death of our highly
esteemed friend and brother Daniel Allen, pastor of the Strict and Par
ticular Baptist Church. Castlereagh-Rtreet, Sydney, Australia. He had 
suffered much from inflammation of the lungs and heart disease, and 
sweetly fell asleep in Jesus at 2.45 a.m., on Monday, Sept. 14tb, 1891. 

Our departed brother had not been in Australia many yeare when we· 
first heard of him a.s a champion of the truth in Christ; and our love and 
attachment to him es a valiant and outspoken man of God has remained 
unchanged. His long conne:ition with the Strict Baptist denomination 
in Australia, and the determined stand he took on the side of truth,. 
which he well knew and enjoyed, made him an identity in the religious 
life of the city in which he resided and laboured, as also in many parts of 
tbe old land of his nativity. The sad news of the departure of our brother 
Allen came to hand late in October from our esteemed brother F. 
Beedel as follows :-

" MY DEAR BROTHER WINTERs,-You will, I know, be grieved to hear 
of the loss we have just sustained in our dear brother and beloved. pastor,. 
Daniel Allen, being taken from us. He died this morning at a quarter 
to three, at his residence adjoining the chapel. He was taken suddenly 
ill about three weeks ago when on a visit to the N ewington Asylum, the 
Government institution for poor, aged, and broken-down old people who 
are taken care of. He used to visit there once a month, and delighted in 
preaching the glorious Gospel he so much loved, and in which he found 
all his salvation. Since then he has gradually got worse, only preaching
one Lord's-day, and then not at all fit for it; but his testimony was, 
• Jacob have 1 loved, but Esau have I hated.' He has passed through 
much suffering, which he bore patiently, his mind being graciously 
sustained, and many precious testimonies ha9 he given us in his affliction 
which for want of time I cannot now give. Only yesterday morning he 
told me when I went in to see him that he was standing where the ark 
floated in Jordan and where all the Lord's priests and Levites went through 
dry shod. The doctor says he waia Ruffering from two chronic diseases 
-that of the heart and liver-either one of which was sufficient to kill 
any man. Pray for us, dear brother, that the Lord who liveth and reigneth 
will appear for us and bless us as a Church. It will be a great break in 
our ranks. In haste to catch the mail, 

"Yours in the Lord, 
.. F. BEEDEL. 

"Glenmore-road, Paddington, Sydney, N.S.W., Sept. 14th, 18Sl." 
[SevP-ral kind friends who have relatives in Sydney have favoured us 

witb. information on the solemn event. Further particulars, with a 
portrait of Mr . .A.lien will (n.v.), appear in our next.-En.J 

MRS. ELIZA VERDON. 

In loving remembrance of Eliza Verdon, who fell asleep in Jesus Oct. 
14th, 1891, aged 42 years, after a long and painful affliction, borne with 
Christian patience and resignation. Our departed sister was favoured 
with godly parents, and having been called by grace in early life, she was 
baptized at Laxfield by Mr. R. E. Sears, ,Jan. 10th, 1864, since which time 
she continued in honourable Church-membership, living a quiet, consis
tent, Christian life, "adorning the doctrine of G.:>d our Saviour," _and 
was deservedly beloved and esteemed by all who knew her. A orec10~s 
Christ was her" all and in all." First a scholar and then a teacher m 
the Sabbath school, she spent several years, and delighted to help in 
every good work, but of late years delicate healLh and the numerous cares 
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of a large family prevented her attendance at the House of God as often 
as she desired. 

Our beloved sister knew well the meaning of the words, " In the world 
ye shall have tribulation," for her pathway was .a varied, chequered scene • 
prosperity and adversity were alike her portion, suffering of no ordinary 
kind was hers to endure; but the Master's "be of good cheer" was her 
consolation, and the legacy of peace was sweetly realised. For three 
years before her departure she was affiicted with cancer in the face and 
underwent a critical operation in the Middlesex Hospital nearly two years 
since, during which she was divinely supported and was highly favoured 
with rich communications from God's Word, the promises being her joy 
and the " covenant ordered in all things and sure" her soul's resting
place. During the past year the mo.Iady rapidly increased and her suffer
ings grew more intense, but the grace of God was magnified in her sub
mission, and many a. salutory lesson has been learned in her sick room. 
It was good to hear her testimony in the varied stages of her experience, 
and when the tempter assailed she rejoiced that he was a <.:onquared foe. 
The struggle to the flesh, in the prospect of leaving her dear companion 
and nine children, also an aged mother, was great; but one day, about 
three months before her death, she said to the writer, who knew and loved 
her from her youth, "It's all right now, I can leave them each and all in 
my Father's care and I shall meet them in Heaven." May these words, 
spoken with almost a prophetic faith, be verified ! 

For very many years the E. V. & G. H. were read and valued by her. 
Sweet texts and verses of hymns too numerous to mention were repeated 
to loved ones and the many friends who visited her, and the hymn on 
"Glory Anticipated," No. 1011 in Denham·s selection, was peculiarly pre
cious; the writer will never forget the emphasis with which she repeated 
most of it. She anticipated her release, bnt wished to wait the Lord's 
will. The last few days were spent almost in an unconscious state, but 
she said to her eldest daughter (who was her devoted nurse), after a short 
sleep which appeared like a foretaste of heaven :-

" Jesus can make a dyin!\' bed 
Feel soft as downy p1llarE are; 

While on His breast I lean my head. 
And breath my life out sweetly there." 

On Oct. 14th the summons came, and she was called "Home" almost 
suddenly at last. Her ransomed spirit now realises the "rest that 
remaineth to the people of God," while the sleeping dust awaits the 
resurrection morn to be raised incorruptible. Her bereaved husband 
bears this testimony to her worth :-" She was a true helpmeet, a sharer 
iind burden-bearer in the path of tribulation in this life, and more so io 
the higher and Divine life; words of consolation and comfort fell from 
her lips as well as words of Christian reproof and rebuke, which were 
sea.sona.ble. She lived to see three dear children called by grace a.nd good 
reason to believe others are seeking J esu~; thus she was a joyful partaker 
in the Word of God, and her' prayers are not hindered or unanswered;' 
now she is gone to meet, and for ever to dwell with, the redeemed and 
ransomed spirit of the dear be.be taken home in infancy four years since." 

May the Lord graciously support and comfort those who are left to 
mourn her loss, a.nd may grace be given to them and us as a Church that 
we may be "followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises," while we press forward" looking unto Jesus." Our beloved 
friend may be better known as being the sister of our esteemed and 
worthy brother, Mr. G. Elnough, of Hill-street Chapel, London. 

F.M.S. 
MRS, ELIZA VERDON, LAXFIELD, SUFFOLK. 

In loving memory of one whom we have known for long, 
Whose heart has often prayed for us, whose voioe has swelled our song
Of one whom Jesus died to save, whose sins were washed away, 
Who glorified her Master as she walked the narrow way, 
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We joy that God ha.a hea.rd our pre.yer1 and freed her from her pain, 
And taken her in mercy to the home sne longed to gain; 
The home of endless plea.sure of everlasting rest, 
Where she heard the raptur;;J welcome to be for ever bleat. 
We know she has not lived in vain, the memory of her life 
Will courage give some fainting souls bravely to face the strife, 
She often told the seeking ones ot Christ the Lamb of God, 
And to the weary sweetly 11poke of rest beyond the flood. 
We pra)· for those she left behind in this our shadow-land 
Her mother, and her husband, and" the little orphan band;" 
Lord. be their all-sufficient Friend, their Comfort1 and their Stay, 
And by Thy Spirit lead them home, and wipe therr tears away. 
The Sabbath sun was sinking as they laid her to her rest, 
The poor, frail body we had loved now only" dust to dust," 
We looked upon the weeping throng, then at the glowing sky
Sighed for our fading Sabbath, smiled for her's begun on high. 

MR. JOHN WILD. 

B.W.T. 

f In addition to what occurs at the end of page 356 of our last issue, we give the 
annexed note by request. We may here state that in the death of our highly 
esteemed brother in Christ, Mr. John Wild, the Church at Hayes Tabernacle, 
and the denomination at large, have lost a genuine friend and supporter, 
The bereaved relatives and friends have our deepest sympathy in their loss 
and sorrow.-ED.] 

"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord." 
In loving remembrance of Mr. John Wild, of The Limes, Hayes, 

Middlesex, who sweetly fell asleep in Jesus on Sunday morning, August 
23rd, 1891, aged 60 years. He was interred in the family vault on 
Wednesday, the 26th, at Harmondsworth Church, Lon~ford, after a burial 
serv:ice in Hayes Tabernacle, conducted by Mr. W. H. Taylor, who also 
spoke at the vault. 

Our dear departed friend and brother was a good man, and a "lover 
of good men." He was sound in the "faith of God's elect," and bore 
much fruit to the riches of divine grace, which was easily traceable in.his 
walk and conversation, especially of late. He was respected, loved, and 
mourned over by all who knew him, both in the Church and out of it, as 
the large concourse of followers to the grave fully testified, also the full 
congregations at the Sunday morning and evening services, vyhen two 
funeral services were preached by Mr. W. H. Taylor. Mormng text: 
"He is not here, hut is risen" (Luke xxiv. 6) ; evening text: "Behold, he 
goeth before you" (Matt. nviii. 7). Subject matter: As with the Head, 
so with each member of the Church of Christ. W. H. T. 

THE TABLE-PEW. 

I DO not slight the pulpit, that has prestige of its own, 
An atmospheric sanctity which lingers there alone; 
But when the interests of a Church come openly to view, 
Prosperity's unfailing test is in the table-pew. 
Here is the deacon's citadel, hark how they snap the lock, 
And hand a few worn hymn-books to the nearest of the flock; 
While scarcely dares a pastor ask permission to explore 
The acts and deeds and settlements within that table-drawer, 
Here, in the good old days, there came the aged and infirm, 
The big preceptor, who in prayer was such a feeble worm, 
The leading person, keen and small, hard-handed, hea.d on high, 
And a bass viol; shall we go back to the times gone by ? 
Here with quick clatter, almost ere the worshippers had gone, 
The plates were overturned, and soon by he in power 'twas known 
What had been given to'' support the Gospel in this place" 
For the next quarter, the amount being written in his face. 



AND (WSPEL HERALD. 385 

Here godly deacons have deplored a che1ished paBtor's fall, 
While one was deputed to lock the square box in the wall; 
And for some Sabbaths afterwards, the little they could do 
Towards God's worship, was performed about the table-pew. 
Here stood the candidates, and here, thank God, they stand to-day, 
Oh, never from the Church below may sue!, scenes pass away. 
Come in by testimony, friend~; come, tell what God'has done, 
And bear sweet witness to the worth of His beloved Son. 
And now, breathe reverently, oh muse, for here with calm delight, 
·The emblems of our dying Lord are placed before our sight; 
While quietly from heart to heart steals up the blessed tide 
Which overlaps life's sorrows, all is well if Jesus died;-
If Jesus died for me, you know, the world may do its worst, 
The heart may ache, the heart may break, the nation seem accursed; 
God shall be near me in my needs, and bleat my end shall be, 
And heaven shall ring as I pass in, ;J Jesus died for me. 
So, with such blessing at such time, here stands the man of God 
Ringing glad changes to the praise of Calvary's precioll.!I blood; 

, Sweet are the pulpit utterance,, helpful, and calm, and true, 
But heaven seems nearest when the words float from the table-pew. 

,. So be it still an honoured spot in every " little hill,'' 
Changed and decayed, but bearing fruit to life eternal still; 
Think of its good old deacon's prayers, its trusty deeds and true, 
'fhink hoy it bears the pulpit up, and spare the table-pew. 

Galleywood, Chelmsford. M. A. CHAPLIN, 

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 
Tlte Hidden Hand-The Cup in Her 

Hana-Mystery. Price 3d. R. Banks 
and Son, Racquet-court, Fleet-street, 
London, E.O. This splendid pamphlet 
should be in the hands of every true 
Protestant. It is a truthful revelation 
of the real character and subtle operations 
of the Papacy, and ought to be spread 
broadcast everywhere. In paper, type, 
style, and contents, it is really the best 
of the kind we have met with for many a 
day. 

Baptism, a I)ivine Ordinance. By R. 
Burbridge. Price ld. R. Banks and 
Son, Racquet-court, Fleet-street, Lon
don; also to be had of the Author, 9, 
Eaton-terrace, St. John's-wood, N.W. 
The re-publication of this pamphlet is 
for the special benefit of truth-loving 
friends; and all profits arising from the 
salethereof are to be given to the fund for 
the building of a new chapel in Pratt
street, Camden-town. Who will help 
our brother the pastor in his great and 
important work? 

The Testimony of Jesus, ~-c. By W. 
Parsons, "A British Sailor." London: 
R. Banks and Son, Racquet-court, 
Fleet-street. Price 2d. Full to the brim 
of experimental truths, both savoury and 
interesting. 

Confession and Conversion: or, Words 
of Wa,·nin,q foi· Wanderers, g·c. By 
Joseph Taylor, of Sheffield, To be had 
of tho Author, 260, Langsett-road, 

Sheffield. Price One Half-penny. Sound 
and interesting. , 

Reasonable Christianity. Subjects Can
sidered, Predestination and Foreknowled9e. 
By Douglas Phillips. Printed and pub
lished by C. H. Lemmon, 121, Hawk
stone-road, Rotherhithe. Our author 
clearly exhibits the historical import of 
the doctrines of Predestination and Fore
knowledge, but the ki9her meani119. of 
doctrine9 is not dealt with. The illustra
tions given on pages 1 and 2 are, in Qur 
humble judgment, un-reasonable and 
puerile in their application to God in liis 
dealings with mankind. • 

M.A.GAZrnEs. - MontMy Visitor, I7,e 
Q".zrterly Record of the Trinitarian 
Society, Helpful Words, The Irish Baptist 
Magazine, The I)ay Star, Consecratio-n, 
The Banner of Israel, Life and Li9ht, 
Zion's }Vitness, .A "stralian Partie11lz1· 
Baptist Maga:ine, The S11ri·ey Tabernacl, 
Witness, The Gospel Jfa9azine, The Olive 
Branch, The Regular Baptist, Cheerin9 
Woi·ds. 

SERMONS. - Salvation Glory. By C. 
Cornwell. The Calvinistic Pulpit, Ex
cellent penny monthly. F. Kirby, 17, 
Bouverie - street, Fleet - street. The 
Teachin9 of the Spirit. By A. G. Brown. 
National Sins demandir19 .iVational Repen
tance. By J. Irons. Price ld., post free 
l½d. D. Fisk, 6, Brighton - place, 
Brighton, Sussex. A most precious dis
course. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. JOHN C. 
HEWSO"N" AS PASTOR 

OF GURNEY ROAD CHAPEL, 
STRATFORD, E. 

THE Church here has been without a 
pastor since brother J, H, Lynn resigned 
m Jl!-nuary, 189\l;and it was with devout 
1,?·ratitude to God that the friends 
gathered on November 1st and 3rd to 
welcome Mr. John C. Hewson' as 
their new pastor. The services were 
commenced on Lord's-day, November 1 
Mr. Hewson preaching in the morning 
from Luke i., last clause of 1st verse 
when he took occasion to lay before the 
congregation his belief in the "doc
tri1:es of grace." This discourse, as 
rensed by the preacher, will be given in 
January number, and we call our 
readers' special attention to it. In the 
evening the noble building was filled 
with a large congregation, only sur
passed on one previous occasion when 
pastor Charles Hill preached ~t the 
opening of the chapel Mr. Hewson 
took for his text Ephes. i. 7: "In whom 
we have redemption through His blood, 
the fordveness of sins, according to 
the riches of His ·grace," a.nd devoted 
the time to stating his " call by grace " 
and also dealt with his early labours i'n 
preaching-the Word. It will be seen that 
this mod·e of recognition service is a 
dep_arture f:om the accepted rule among 
Strict Baptist Churches, but the satis
faction it gave to all concerned is a. 
g-re:.t recommendation. as by the morn
mg and evening- services of a Lord's-day 
~ei!lg devoted to the foregoing subjects, 
1t enabled a large company to hear the 
declarations of the new pastor. 

The services were continued on Tues
day, November 3rd, the afternoon ser
vice being- devoted to a sermon from 
pastor G. W. Shepherd. By the time the 
service was announced to commence, a 
goodly company had already1assembled, 
am8ng whom we were delighted to see 
our venerable brother Meeres, and before 
4 o'clock the body of the chapel was 
looking- comfortably filled by an assem
bly of worshippers, who seemed de
lighted at the prospect of hearing once 
again "the word of truth" declared by 
lips which had so often uttered con
soling and edifying words unto them in 
time past; nor had they to go away dis
appointed, for brother Shepherd, al
though still in a weak 8tate of health 
was greatly helped, as he discoursed 
from Acts ii. 41 and 42, dealing- ably and 
simply on the nature of a true Gospel 
·Church. 

Tea was provided at 5.15 for the 
friends and visitors, but the large after-

noon meeting made a demand on the 
purveying department that quite aston
ished them; and if any of the company 
had to suffer a little inconvenience at 
~he tea table, they may rest assured that 
it wa.s only because the good folks who 
h:a.d charge of the arrangements being a 
little taken by surprise at the number 
they had to provide for. 

The evening meeting was to commence 
at half-past six, and when Mr. James 
Morter took the chair five minutes later 
~he chapel was well filled, a.nd very soon 
it had reached the proportions of a 
record public meeting at Gurney-road. 
From every district in London friends 
had come to cheer and help the Church 
and its new pastor; the many pastors 
and friends present showed the 
large number of congregations re
presented. The meeting commenced by 
the s_inging of that sweet hymn, "Great 
the Joy when Christians meet." After 
which brother Archer, from Acton, ten
derly and suitably led all to the 0 throne 
of grace." As Mr. Archer had to leave at 
once, he only stated what a joy it wa.s 
for him to be there that evening, as he 
had known the ea.use since its com
mencement, he having been present 
when the Church, consisting of only six 
members, was formed twenty-two years 
ago, the chairman being the founder 
and the father of the little company; 
he now rejoiced that the little one had 
become a 1thou8and, a.nd trusted that 
God might continue to bless ,them as a. 
Church. 

Another hymn, "Stand up and bless 
the Lord," was sung while the friends 
found seats. 

Mr. James Morter then read Psa. 
lxxxiv.1 commenting shortly on the last 
verse, ' 0 Lord of hosts, blessed is the 
man that trusteth in Thee;" saying how 
they had, as a Church, ever relied and 
trusted only upon God. and he believed 
because they had looked to God and not 
to man, that God had blessed them and 
prospered them, and when they•had no 
pastor. they needed specially to trust in 
God; they ha.d been enabled so to do, 
and God had sent them another pastor. 
Then turning to Mr. Hewson, Mr. 
Morter, as senior deacon of the Church, 
gave him the right hand of fellowship 
and a warm welcome as their new pastor. 

The chairman then called upon Mr, 
Rider, Church secretary, to state the 
leading of God in their choice of a 
pastor. 

Mr. Rider said he did not then intend 
to give a history of the Church, but only 
to relate the events of the past few 
months in choosing a ]'.lastor, The 
people might well aay, "Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us," and be more than 
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ever encouraged " in everything by 
prayer and supplication to make known 
their requests unto God," for truly the 
Ohurch had been blessed. It had been 
the constant prayer of the Church that 
whatever step it took in choosing a 
pastor, it should be divinely directed, 
and that that step should receive the 
divine blessing. He thought that that 
prayer was fully answered before their 
€yea that evening. It came about in 
this way. After Mr. Lynn had left, Mr. 
Hewson, on the recommendation of a 
brother minister who knew the cause at 
Gurney-road wrote to Mr. Rider, 
stating that he was finishing his college 
course, and desired only to settle in a 
Strict and Particular Baptist Church. 
Mr. Rider, who had heard favourably of 
Mr. Hewson, asked him to supply on two 
Wednesday evenings in April. 1890. At 
that time Mr. Hewson's preaching was 
favourably received. The dates during 
the summer being all filled up, there was 
no O))portunity for him to supply again 
till 1Lord's-day, September 28th, when 
he again preached, and none who heard 
him in the morning can ever forget the 
discourse on Matt. v. 13. He again 
preached on a Wednesday evening in 
November, and on the first Lord's-day of 
Jitnuary, 1891, and the three following 
Wednesday evenings. Most friends 
heard him well, though some did not 
think of him as a pastor-indeed, but 
few at the first thought of him in refe
rence to the pastorate. For several 
reasons; however, they are glad now 
that it was so, as they had never 
been carried away by an7 excitement; 
he had gradually incre,i,sed in favour 
with all the people. E:wh time they 
heard him they did so with greater 
profit and pleasure, and when they came 
to know him, as they had opportunity 
-during the past three months, it was 
only to be drawn closer to him. On 
April 6th a church meeting was held, 
with a view of letting the church ex
preas its wish regarding a pastor. Five 
brethren's names were submitted to the 
-church, to ask one of them to preach for 
three months, with a view to the pas
torate. Brother Hewson received then 
more votes than all the other four 
together, having a majority of one on 
the total vote. A second vote being taken 
on brother Hewson alone, 39 voted for, 
and 21 against him. This was a fair 
indication of the feeling at that time. 
Brother Hewson agreed to supply for 
three months, commencing in July. As 
that period neared a close, a church 
meeting was held on September Hth, 
when it was unanimously agreed to pro
ceed to the election of a pastor. After 
all the forms of the trust deed had been 
ob~erved,,_ a final church meeting was 
held on uctober 12th, 76 members pre
~ent, including all the seven deacons. 
There voted for Mr. Hewson, 72; 
against, l; neutral, 3. God hath said: 

"Call upon me in the day of trouble, 
and I will answer thee." The church 
had been in trouble for a pastor, but 
God had answered them, and sent them 
brother Hewson. He believed he 
would be a blessing to them, and prayed 
God that it may be so. 

Brother Hewson, the new pastor. said: 
I wish to say as little as possible to
night, as, having spoken for r;.; minutes 
last Lord's-day morning, and about the 
same time in the evening-, more or less 
connected with mysAlf, I would not 
feel justified in taking- up the time of 
this meeting also. I said at the close 
of Sunday evening's discourse that I 
entered college with the desire of being 
a missionary, and now with my father 
here at my right hand I repeat the 
statement. ~ever had a lad his heart 
more set on the mission-field than mine 
was, and never did so much discourage
ment arise to damp one's enthusiasm. 
I had been in college fully two years 
when I felt I must give up the mission 
work, as there seemed a difficulty I was 
little likely to surmount (when I tried 
to do so two years later I found I was 
right) that I returned to Scotland, 
taking up ministerial work in the west, 
hoping to get a further education in 
Glasgow University; but as I felt very 
unsettled in my work, Mr. Spurgeon 
welcomed me back into college, where 
I remained for six terms, completing 
my four years' course. Having been 
back to Scotland after six years resi
dence in England, it awoke my thoughts 
to Church government, and especially 
to the strong hold the "doctrines of 
g-race" have on many preachers in all 
denominations in the north compared 
to the more free and easy way of deal
ing with truth in the southern pulpits. 
Almost immediately after my return. I 
told Mr. Spurgeon I wished to settle 
only in Strict Communion Churches. 
He met me very kindly, and gave pre
cious words of advice as to my future, 
He holds the Strict Churches in high 
esteem, knowing their noble stand for 
the truth of God. I still cherished the 
idea of foreign mission work, but that 
was again denied me just when I 
thoughtitwaswithinmyreach. Having 
been trained and nurtured in Strict 
Communion Churches in Scotland, as I 
related on Lcrd's-day evening, I did not 
feel my seeking fellowship with brother 
Cornwell's Church at Brixton was any
thing but going among my own people, 
and this I realised more and more. 
When I left college last year, I went. 
at Mr. Spurgeon's desire, to take the 
oversight of a little cause in Horn
church, Essex, in connection with the 
college, he explaining that I did so till a 
permanency was made clear by the Lord's 
guiding. However, lcontinued to supply 
regularly, from time to time. St,rict 
Baptist churches rather more than the 
friends at Horn church liked. You have 
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heard of how I came to preach at 
Gurney-road from Mr. Ryder. If you 
were not greatly impressed with me at 
first, I can only return the compliment. 
Vi'hen I first came I remember how 
some of you sat sideways on your seats 
eyeing me o,er and wondering if I ex
pected to teach you anything you did 
not know. However, our growth in one 
another's estimation has been mutual, 
but when, last April, I heard the result 
of the church meeting· I can only say it 
was the great surprise of my life. I 
had not preached to you for nearly 
three months previously. I was an 
entire stranger to you all. I had spoken 
to no one whate,er among you about 
my ever coming here: in fact, how could 
I 1 I did not know a Church meeting 
was being held, and when I heard the 
result I could only sa.y, " This is the 
Lord's doing: it is mar,ellous in our 
eyes," and standing before you to-night 
I can only say how I have so:ight, dur
ini:; the probation which has ended in 
my pastorate to keep myself entirely to 
the line laid down for me, viz., to supply 
the pulpit, and if I have seemed to be 
reticent and backward in coming to 
speak to many of you, it was merely to 
use no influence whatever but wha.t I 
might legitimately exercise in the ser
vices of the house of God. I pray fer
vently that God may keep and sustain 
me in the work upon which I am enter
ing·, that as church and pastor we ma.y 
be united in love, and that the work of 
the Lord may prosper in our hands. 

Brother J. H. Lynn, the former pas
tor, followed with a short heartfelt 
address. When he first heard of brother 
Hewson he thought surely God was 
training him for Gurney-road church. 
He mentioned his name among others 
as likely supplies to fill the pulpit, but 
he did so without comment. Some time 
after he had the opportunity of meeting 
brother Hewson, and suggested to him 
to consider with prayer any hint he 
might receive from Gurney-road about 
supplying the pulpit with a view to the 
pastorate, and he promised to do so. 
Mr. L:,nn related how he had com
menced with only 26 members and left 
the church with nearly 150, how during 
the l::i years of his pastorate God had 
blessed and prospered them as a church, 
and how they had been enabled to erect 
this fine chapel. He was most thank
ful and glad this evening, freer a.nd 
happier than he ever felt when he was 
pastor, and his heart overflowed, as he 
felt he could safely leave them as a 
church in the care of brother Hewson 
as an under-shepherd. He hoped the 
ministry of the Word of God would be 
a joy and blessing through all the com
ing days. This he was sure was their 
new pastor's desire also, whose Scottish 
stubbornness in holding the truth he 
hoped would always remain with him. 
He wished them all God-speed, and the 

church he had so prayed over and sighed' 
over he might now devotedly let iro, 
trusting that the Lord would richly 
bless brother Hewson, 

The hymn, "Come, Thou fount or 
every blessing," was then sung, after 
which pastor E. White, of Enon chapel, 
Woolwich, delivered the charge to tbe
pastor. This was so savoury and full 
of unction, a.nd so well received by all 
present, that it may well occupy a 
separate pa.per in some future number. 

Pastor C. Cornwell, of Brixton, then 
gave the charge to the Church in a 
short, pithy address from the words, 
"In understanding be men" (1 Cor. xiv. 
20). He exhorted his brethren to be
praying men, as the first and one thing 
needful. He charged them to be men, 
of metal, that they might hold fast to 
the truth. Then a.gain to be wise men, 
that as they ea.me to worship they mio-ht 
hea.r with profit; sympathetic men, that 
their pastor might realise he had true 
friends in his people; men of thought, 
and in all things men of understanding. 

Mr, John M. Hewson, father of the
pastor, spoke of the joy he felt at the 
presence of his son being to-night 
recognised as their pastor, and at the
wa.y both church and pastor had been 
led in the matter. He then beautifully 
opened up the words, "Buy the truth, 
and sell it not." 

Mr. J. Bush ea.me in at the close with 
a blessing- of peace to all, speaking a,. 
few words from the latter portion of 
Psa. cxxii. After the pastor had thanked 
the friends for their presence a.nd help, 
brother George Wyard offered prayer. 
The doxology was sung, and the bene
diction brought an enjoyable and profit
able meeting to a close. 

"Our vow8. our prayers we now present,. 
Before Thy throne of grace: 

God of our fathers, be the God 
Of their succeeding race." 

LEWISHAM (COLLEGE PARK).-On 
Sunday, Oct. 18th, services in connection 
with the first anniversary of the pas
torate of Mr. J. Crook were held. Mr. 
Crook preached in the morning, and Mr. 
Belcher, of Homerton-row, in the even
ing, speaking on "The Forgiveness of 
Sins," from Lnke vii. 48, On the 20th, 
Tuesday, at 3 30, Mr. Holden, of Elim, 
Limehouse. preached a good gospel ser
mon from l Pet. ii. 5, "Living stones." 
He divided his subject thus-lst, Their 
character, lh:ely; 2nd, their consecra
tion, built up; 3rd, their service; 4th, 
their acceptance, by Jesits Christ. M_r. 
Holden said he felt qmte at home m 
the work and was much a.pprecia.ted. 
The even'ing meeting was very go~d. 
Mr. Ja.s. Barmore. of Homerton (chau
man), gave us so~e excellent rema.1,ks, 
reading 2 Chron. xiv .. afterwards calli!!g 
upon brother Hall, deacon, to engage m 
prayer, Brethren Horton, Tooke, sen., 
Belcher, Holden, and the pastor gave 
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encouraging addresses. The services 
were very much enjoyed by all our 
friends. The grand coronation hymn, 
"All hail I" brought the happy meeting 
to a close. 

SURREY TABERNACLE 
ANNIVERSARY, 

OCTOBER 21sT, 1891. 
BRIEF NOTES BY A COUNTRY PARSON. 

Dear Mr. Winters,-Seeing a notice 
in October E. V. & G. H.1 in which 
pastor and church invited mrnisters and 
friends to unite with them in com
memorating the 61st anniversary of the 
formation of the church, I journeyed 
to the "great city"' and the Tabernacle, 
erected by the late James Wells and 
church, gathered by his forty years' 

~t!fr1. st!;~yii~ei~ a ;a1~~! t~Hi1!; 
God;·• but its "glory" consists not in 
its architecture, noble proportions, 
materials or site, nor yet in the pros
perous citizens that throng its gates, 
but in the "glorious Gospel of the 
blessed God" preached by its pastor 
and the gracious presence and blessing 
of Him who said, " I will make the 
place of My feet glorious." Whatever 
the building-stately temple, lowly 
meeting-house, or humble cottage
devoted to religion, or consecrated to 
God, it is the presence and grace of 
Him, and Him alone, which John saw, 
walking in the. midst of the golden 
candlesticks, that constitutes its true 
ilory. Apostate Ritualists may glory 
rn the reredos of St. Paul's, but the 
cross, chiselled or carved with its 
bleeding Victim, is the miserable sym
bol of a "spent curse," an insult to God, 
and a mockery of the living Christ who 
triumphed over it; as well attempt to 
condole and honour the family of an 
innocent man, hanged through malice 
and ignorance, by presenting them with 
a splendid model of the gallows on 
which he was executed. Not the cross, 
but the Lord, Ezekiel saw "in the 
visions of God (chap. xl.-xlviii). He 
saw Him in the mystic city gates, 
temple, waters, &c., and summarises the 
whole. The name of the city. . . . 
shall be-The Lord is there. 

It was pleasant to a country parson, 
accustomed to minister to the small 
gatherings of friends, to see hundreds 
of devout men and women on a week-day 
afternoon,with riveted attention listen
ing to the Gospel of Christ preached by 
O.S.Dolbey,the successor of James Wells. 
The text was, "Let the inhabitants of 
the Rook sing" (Isa. xiii. 11). The 
preacher spoke of " the Rock," the 
inhabitants how they came to dwell 
there· the' singing, what they sung 
about'. The sermon was a blend of solid 
doctrine and gracious experience clearly 
expressed and boldly stated, with a 

variety of Scriptural illustrations, de
livered with considerable vivacity. 

The evening meeting was a noble 
sight, the body of the chapel being filled. 
The pastor presided, reading Psa. cxxii, 
and after prayer delivered an able ana 
interesting address, referring to the 
mercies of God to the Church during 
the 61 years of its history. There had 
been trials in their pathway, but mer
cies kept pace with them. Spiritual 
favours of a covenant God had often 
been renewed. The light of the glorious 
Gospel still shone upon them ; the 
fathers and mothers in the faith com
prising the original church were gone, 
not one remained; the last passed away 
a few months ago. No change had oc
curred in the doctrine or practice of the 
church for 61 years. The faith of the 
children was identical with the faith of 
the fathers. He hoped the Lord would 
still keep them, for unless the Lord 
keep the feet of His saints, they would 
wander. He trusted they would not 
become lukewarm, but whole hearted./ 
and every member feel the house of Goa 
to be their spiritual home. 

Alluding to a letter asking if he 
would have a concert, and the offer of 
the writer's services, with a silver cor
nopean, he said, conferring with Mr. 
Boulden, " I will read you our pro
gramme : 'Singing God's praise ; read
ing the Scriptures ; prayer and prayer
meetings; preaching the Word: ad
ministering the ordinances of God's 
house; baptism and the Lord"s Supper:" 

Hymns led by Mr. Harris and deacons 
were sung in the interval of addresses 
by Mr. Bush, Mr. Holden {of Lime
house), Mr. Box, and Mr. Edward 
Mitchell, successor of the late John 
Hazelton as pastor of Chadwell-street, 
Islington. Each gave short and th_ought
ful spiritual discourses on portions of 
the Word of God. The writer took 
extended notes, and could give the 
substance of each; but knowing, Mr. 
Editor, that you cannot insert lengthy 
renorts, I reluctantly forbear. 

We heard that the varied institutions 
of the Tabernacle were well maintained. 
The Aged Pilgrims' Auxiliary, the Sick 
and Visiting Fund, and the Snnday
school is conducted by a member, Mr. 
Piggott, in a neighbouring Board 
School. We learned that about £100 is 
collected every Christmas for the poorer 
brethren and sisters in the ~ord. . 

Sombre minds may obJect to this 
record, but I will remind the!Il of 
Robert Raikes, who. when showmg a 
Quaker sister his work amon~st poor 
children, she said, '' Friend Raikes, the 
Scripture says, 'Let not thy left ha~~ 
know what thy right hand d~eth. 
Raikes replied, " Sister, the. Scripture 
says, ' Let your light so shme before 
men, that they, seeing your go?d W?rk:s, 
may glorify your Father which 1s rn 
heaven.'" 



890 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

THE AUTUMNAL MEETINGS OF 
THE SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK 
STRICT BAPTIST PASTORS' CON
FERE"N"CE, 
As we walked by the lovely Arboretum 

at Ipswich on the bright morning of 
Oct. 29th, the poet's lines upon this 
beautiful season of the yea.r were most 
ai,propriate-
"There is n beautiful spirit breathing now 

Its mel)~wed richness on the clustered 
trees. 

A far more beautiful spirit, however, 
pervaded our hearts as we assembled 
for united prayer in Bethesda Chapel, 
where our brother W. Kern has now 
preached the Word of life for several 
years. X ot soon shall we forget that 
holy season of intercourse with each 
othM and our divine Lord. Pastors G. 
Dearle and W. Dixon gave addresses 
suited to such a sacred occasion ; that 
by b:::other Dixon will be printed in 
tract form as soon as convenient. 

Brother Bird, the earnest Sunday
school superintendent at Bethesda, pro
vided for us an excellent luncheon at his 
house free of charge ; may the Lord 
richly reward him for such kindness to 
His servants. At the business meeting 
which followed we right heartily wel
comed brother J. Saunders, of Kenning
hall, as a new member of our society; 
also during the day brother Bardens, of 
Zoar, Ipswich. Our highly-esteemed 
brother Woodgate we missed much, 
but received from him a cordial word of 
Christian greeting. Brother G. Pung 
was elected president for the ensuing 
year, and brother Kern was chosen as 
vice-president: the treasurer, S.K,Bland, 
and secretary, L. H. Coils, were re
elected. The subject for discussion at 
our next conference in the sprin~ will 
be opened by a paper from the president, 
who will ,6ve a synopsis of the epistle 
of St. James. 

At the afternoon meeting, held in the 
chapel and open to the public, pastor L. 
H. Colls read a paper entitled "A De
nominational Look-out." An interesting 
discussion followed, and some practical 
suggestions and resolutions were made 
and agreed to as the outcome of the 
paper, which will be published in due 
course. An excellent tea was then 
partaken of, several friends joining us 
from both Churches in Ipswich and from 
the country. 

unto us the way of salvation;" brother 
R. Bardens emphasized the need of 
preaching the W crd ; and brother 
Sapey concluded with a bright and 
practical speech on "Prosperity," We 
then gave our most cordial thanks to 
the pastor and friends at Bethe~da for 
so generously inviting and receiving 
our society, and closed the as yet most 
successful gatherings of the conference 
by singing the doxology. We are grate
ful in stating that since the formation 
of the society, in November, 1888, it has 
steadily increased in usefulness and in 
membership. The Lord's name be 
praised. 

L. H. COLLB, Secretary, 

ST. NEOTS (NEW-STREET). - Dear 
Brother Winters,-On November 3rd we 
had a meeting to welcome our new 
pastor, Mr. James Clark, which com
menced with a gathering of over 200 to 
tea., At the evening meeting Mr. Bar
nard presided. The hymn commencinlf, 
"Kindred in Chriat for His dear sake ' 
was sung, portions of Scripture read, 
and brother Forscutt offered prayer. A 
few remarks from the chairman from 
the words "Rejoice in the Lord," first, 
because He had been with us during the 
ten years we have been without a pastor, 
keeping us in peace and still loving the 
grand old doctrines of the Gospel ; 
secondly, because the Lord had heard the 
many petitions that we have put up, 
and now He has answered them; thirdly, 
"Rejoicez" because He will still be faith
ful to His promise in the future. The 
chairman then said the best welcome 
we could give our new pastor was to 
continually bear him up at a throne 
of grace. Our esteemed friend Mr. J ull 
then addressed the meeting. He said 
we were not like some denominations 
who when obliged to have the man 
sent to them whether they liked him or 
not, but we had a man of our own 
choosing and as such we were to act 
towards him in a brotherly, 1--ving, and 
affectionate way. Brother Morton's 
remarks were weighty, and .full of 
brotherly affection for our new pastor, 
and also for the Church and congrega
tion; brothers Fyson and Forscutt ea.eh 
said some very appropriate words · 
brother Clarke, pastor-elect, thanked 
the friends for the very hearty reception 
they gave him, also thanking our dear 
friends J ull and Morton for their pre
sence and affection, he not havin~ D?et 
either of them before. The benediction 
brou!l"ht to a close one of the largest and 
happiest meetings we have had for 
years. The exclamation on all hands 
was What a happ_y meeting_ we have 
had'! Praise the Lord.-A LOVER OF 
ZION. 

The evening public meeting was 
largely attended and was most hearty 
throughout. There was nothing in 
singing or speeches but what was sacred 
and profitable. The president-elect gave 
a most appropriate address on " Our 
Aims;" pastor J. Saunders spoke words 
of great tenderness and power on 
" Prayer in the Family" and J.B a means 
of uniting and healing hearts ; brother 
Marling, of Hadleigh, made a racy and pOVER (PEN'fSIDE).-Dea.r Brother 
earnest speech on "These men are the I Wmters,-;A- very pleasant and profit
servants of the Most High God whoshew able evenmir was spent on Wednesday, 
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November 4th, being the usual autumnal 
meeting. About seventy friends sat 
down to tea, followed by a meeting in 
the schoolroom. Brother Barton offered 
prayer. Brother Carpenter presided, 
and read a note from Mr. H.J. Wile
man, expressing regret at his inability 
to be present. The chairman expressed 
his deep thankfulness to God for the 
way in which they had been led as a 
church since they had been without a 
pastor. He also thanked all who had 
assisted him in his work. The chtll'ch 
was now entirely free from debt, a fact 
for which they could not be sufficiently 
thankful. Speeches were delivered by 
brethren Barton, Uden, and Chapman. 
During the evening suitable hymns and 
pieces were ably rendered under the 
conductorship of Mr. Jones, sen., Miss 
Barton presiding at the harmonium. A 
thankfnl spirit pervaded the meeting, 
and a hope was expressed that they 
might soon be favoured with a pastor 
of God's own sending. The meeting was 
closed with the benediction.-Signed on 
behalf of the Church, W. CARPENTER, 
7, Saxon-street, Dover. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION (PROVI -
DENCE CHAPEL). - Harvest thanks
giving services were held here on 
Tuesday, October 20th. In the after
noon Mr. Mitchell delivered a very 
impressive discourse, and in the even
ing brethren Parnell, Harsant, and 
Da.dswell were much helped in the ad
dresses which they gave us. Mr. J. 
Harris made a very efficient chairman. 
The pastor, Mr. R. Thomson, gave a 
short account of the work which was 
bein(f carried on, referring particularly 
to the large number of young people 
who were engaged in the work of t.ract 
distribution, and to the zeal and 
activity in that department of Chris
tian effort exhibited by the Secretary, 
Mr. March. He stated that since the 
commencement of his pastorate on 
April 6th, twelve candidates for fellow
ship had been accepted by the church. 
The attendance was very encouraging, 
particularly in the evening. Several 
friends observed it was one of the most 
enjoyable times they ever had. The 
choir, under the direction of Mr. Cox, 
sweetly led us in our service of praise. 
A number of friends from ne![hbouring 
churches, chiefly from west - hill, 
favoured us with their presence. The 
collections, including those taken on 
the previous Sunday, amounted to up
wards of £H. 

A WORD OF ADVICE TO YOUNG 
MINISTERS.-Dear Brother Winters, 
-I am much impressed with the death 
of Mr. Whatmough at the early ag-e of 
39, having lost my dear son, T. J. Hall, 
about the same age. It seems to me 
that something is wrong (I am speaking 
after the manner of menl that man in 

the prime of life should be so taken 
away. Our late brother Lawrence was 
somewhat the same age. What I wish 
to impress upon young men who are 
engaged in manual labour or mental 
work all the week and in preaching on 
Sundays, lltc., is that they rer1 uire re,t. 
and should have it occasionally. One 
man cannot do two men's work. It 
would also be best for their wives and 
children for them to be at home some
times on Lord's-days with their 
families. The continued strain of body 
and mind is sure to affect them, and 
then their wives and children suffer. 
Trusting you will find room for this in 
the E. V. and G. H., or use your power. 
ful pen to warn young men of the 
consequences of over - pressure of 
physical strength, I am, sir ,._,,yours sin
cerely in our Lord Jesus, S. 1:1.ALL; SEX .. 
107, Southwark Bridge-road, Lona:m. 

HIGHBURY.-Very interesting, en
couraging, and spiritual services were 
held at Providence, Highbury-place, on 
Sunday and Tuesday, Nov, 15 and 17. 
Mr. Reynolds, pastor, preached on the 
Sunday, when the chapel was well filled. 
On the Tuesday Mr. E. Mitchell preached 
in the afternoon, setting forth most 
sublimely the beauty of the Lord. 
Tea was served to a large number in the 
schoolroom and vestries. At the even
ing meeting the pastor presided, and, 
after sin~ng, read Isa. !xii., and dear 
brother .tlenry Mobbs was sweetly 
helped to pour out his heart at the 
throne of grace. The chairman then 
called on Mr. Willey, church secretary 
and deacon, to give a report of the past 
year, who said, in looking back when 
the church was formed over 4.1) years 
ago, they have much to be thankful for. 
Mr. Gia.skin, their first pastor, was with 
them for 14 years-

"Many days have passed since then. 
Many changes have we seen.'' 

The Lord has greatly blessed our present 
pastor ; through his instrumentality 
principally this chapel has been erected, 
where souls have been built up on their 
most holy faith. Our pastor is still 
surrounded by a loving people. During 
the past year 17 have been added to the 
church mine by baptism), which we 
deem very encouraging ; congregations 
keep up; on Sunday evenings the chapel 
is generally quite full, and there is noth
ing done to draw the !-Jeople but the 
preaching of the Gospel. Sunday-school, 
Dorcas Society, and all institutions are 
in a healthy state, so to-night we raise 
another Ebenezer, thank God, and tttke 
courage. Addresses on" Lig-ht and Life" 
were delivered by Messrs. Box. Sears, 
Sampson, Moxham, Thomson, Beecher. 
and Mitchell. The collections amounted 
(with :profit on tea) to £-!;;, so that with 
what 1s in the treasurer's hands. the 
ohuroh are enabled to pay £80 off the 
debt. The chapel was quite full, among 
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whom we noticed Messrs. Harris (of 
Shouldham-street), Knight, Fricker, J. 
Briscoe, White1 and Joyce, who took 
part in the sernce.-J. W. B. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM).-The services 
in connection with the eighth anniver• 
sary of the opening of the chapel corn• 
menced on Sunday, Oct. 11th. Two 
sweet Christ-exalting sermons were 
})reached. that in the morning by the 
pastor. F. C. Holden, and that in the 
evening by Mr. J. Crook, of Lewisham. 
On Thursday, Oct. 15th, the services 
were continued. Brother G. Webb, late 
of Dover, preached in the afternoon, in 
the place of brother 0. S. Dolbey, of the 
Surrey Tabernacle, who could not attend 
in consequence of the death of his 
mother. Much sympathy was expressed 
in the afternoon and evening with our 
brother in his bereavement. Brother 
G. Webb preached a powerful sermon. 
which caused the hearts of many to 
rejoice. As we listened we thought, 
Surely the pastorless Churches do not 
know our brother, or they would soon 
give him a call. A goodly number sat 
down to tea. The evening meeting 
commenced at 6.30, brother James Lee 
presiding. Brother J. Flory read a 
Psalm and led us at the throne of grace. 
The chairman's address was, as usual, 
brief and spiritual, giving a sweet tone 
to the meeting. Addresses were given 
by brethren G. J. Baldwin, W. H. Lee, 
H. Myerson, J. M. Rundell, G. Webb, G, 
Lovelock, and F. C. Holden. Hymns 
were given out by brethren Pallett. 
Paynter, and Turner. There was a good 
attendance, and it gave us pleasure to 
notice the presence of several friends 
from other churches. After a vote of 
to the chairman and to the ladies who 
arranged the tea, the meeting was 
closed with prayer, and thus ended 
another happy day at Elim. We felt 
that we could not be grateful enough 
for the blessings of God's house, for we 
indeed dwelt in the land of Goschen. 
Many of our country brethren would 
have been glad to walk miles to have 
heard one of the sermons, or one of the 
speeches, for they were all, without ex
ception, full of gospel marrow. May 
God's servants and the truth they 
preach be increasingly appreciated.
GEO. TURNER. 

BRADFIELD ST. GEORGE. - We 
very heartilr raise our Ebenezer, and 
say," Hitherto bath the Lord helped us." 
We join with the Church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in her National Anthem, 
and sing, "Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow," etc. On Sept. 20 and 
21 harvest tbanksg-i ving services were 
held. Brother S. K. Bland preached on 
the Sunday morning and afternoon at 
the chapel, and in the evening at the 
Mission-hall, Hessett. On the Monday 
brother Moxham, of London, preached 

two sermons, which were very much 
enjoyed. Collections were made, which 
we ~ve to our beloved Home and 
Foreign Missions. About 100 took tea. 
On Nov, 12 we had our annual members' 
tea-meeting. The executors of Miss Abi 
Last gave us a joint of beef, as was the 
custom of our departed sister. Our 
pastor presided. Fervent prayer was 
offered by our deacon, W. Scarfe. Our 
senior deacon, D. Bland, read the minutes 
of the past year. Addresses were given 
by brethren W, Scarfe, W. Bland, A. H. 
He.rt (Sunday-school sup_erintendent), 
B. Bowyer, and G. Welton. Our 
brethren spoke words of truth and 
soberness. The hearty thanks of the 
meeting were given to the executors of 
Miss Last. and also to our worthy 
deacons, who are men of honest report, 
and sound in the faith. Our statistics for 
the year: Baptized, 3; received, l; dead, 
2; present number .of members, 77. A 
very happy meeting was closed by sing
ing" Blest be the tie thatpinds."-W. D. 

GLENELY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,-! have been, 
I hope, led to write a few lines to you, 
and by this time I hope the Lord has 
been pleased to raise you up and 
strengthen you, so that you may be of 
use to the Churches. I write from this 
far-off land, South Australia, where we 
are in the midst of Arminian rubbish 
and Popish nonsense, and the EARTHEN 
VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD and 
Gospel Standard are like a light shining 
in a dark place to a few that do not 
believe in such God-dishonouring things 
as above named. I really cannot blame 
the poor thingR that have not been 
taught better. I have been uneasy, not 
knowinti: where to find rest for my soul, 
I made 1t a point to study the Bible, and 
I bless God that He ever opened my 
eyes. The doctrines of grace are 
marrow and fatness to my soul. The 
Holy Spirit must be the illuminator. 
No matter what we are or may be un
less we are brought to see our helpiess
ness and God our All-in-all, our religion 
is nothing. We may be Broad Church 
or High Church, or Low Church, but it 
is of nothing worth to a poor hungry 
soul; and as to Modern Thought, it is 
only another name for Deism. To me 
such things are as death, nay morel 
deep despair. I was reading the 7th or 
Romans, and Paul says "he spake to 
them that know the law." and as dear 
Mr. West used to say, "And it is of 
little use speaking to anyone else." We 
in Australia have been pained at our sad 
loss in the death of Mr. Allen. of 
Sydney and although Sydney is nearli 
a thous~nd miles from Adelaide, he used 
to occasionally come here. He was as a 
pillar, and valiant for the truth, made 
so by_God the Holy Ghost. But bless 
God He is able of these stones (now in 
the ruin of the Fall) to raise up chil-
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dren unto Abraham. I hope the Lord 
will bless this far-off land with Hie 
mighty power in bringing the outcast 
to Zion, and when Hie judgments are 
abroad the_people will learn righteons
nees. The Russians oan expeot no more 
than 11, terrible visitation for their treat
ment of the Jews. I enclose e. traot we 
few had printed and circulated all 
around, and if a. few tracts could be 
sent here, now cheaper postage is in 
force, they would be of use. May the 
Lord preserve you many yea.re in the 
faith of Jesus Christ. Yonrs in the 
best of bonds, - ALFRED H0RLEY, 
Glenely, near Adelaide, S.A. 

BUCKS, BERK~,.HERTS.,_AND OXON 
ASSOCIATIO.N OF STRICT BAP
TIST CHURCHES. 
The annual meeting of the above 

association was held at Wooburn-~een 
on Monday, October 19th. The mimsters 
and delegates met for business at 1.30. 
Brother Price sought the di vine blessing 
to rest upon the Chnrches, and upon the 
meetings of the day. 

The worthy treasurer, E. B. Lloyd, 
presented his financial report, which 
was pleasing, showing a balance in 
hand of over £5. It was agreed that a 
series of meetings should be held in 
connection with the associated Churches 
during the winter months for the pur
pose of encouraging and stimulating 
the said Churches to meet for prayer, to 
be decided for the truths of the Gospel, 
to abide by the ordinances of the New 
Testament, and to seek to promote con
cord and love. These meetings are 
already being arranged, and will (D.V.) 
soon commence. A few pounds were 
voted for the purpose of defraying 
travelling expenses. The intention is 
not only to visit in this way each of the 
associated Churches, but other Churches 
also of " the same faith and order,'' 
which have not yet joined the assooia
tion-i.e., if they will accept; our given 
services. 

At three o'clock brother Moxham, 
from London, put in his appearance, 
and was helped to deliver an able dis
course upon Ez. =vii. 10. 

Tea followed, and the evening meet
ing. The president of the association, 
Josiah Mor ling, of High Wycombe 
occupied the ohair. After singing and 
the reading of Psa. xlviii., brother Ives 
prayed. The secretary, brother Dulley, 
of W ooburn, read the report for the 
past half-year, and the letters from the 
Churches, following which was the 
president"s address, based upon the 
exhortation, "Earnestly contend for the 
faith once delivered to the saints," 
observing there are two great powers in 
the world - one seeking to uphold, 
maintain and defend " the truth as in 
Jesus; " the other seeking to pull down 
and destroy. 

We are in gTeater danger from reli-

gious infidelity than fr'lm profane 
!I-theism, ~eeil:\g t1!,at preachers are deny
mg the msp1ration of the Scriptures, 
the Godhead of Christ, the vicarious 
aspect of ~he atonement, total depravity 
of mank~nd, and the necessity of 
regeneration1 &c. These were seekino
the destruction of the true Church as 
much as when the Smithfield fires were 
blazing, and the land was being fat
tened with the blood and ashes of the 
noble army of martyrs. Many are 
resorting to very carnal measures 
turning the house of God into ar{ 
anction mart for the " sale of fruit 
vegetables, poultry, and other articles.'1 
Our "l>usiness is to " con tend for the 
faith" in our preaching and in our 
lives. God will bless naught but His 
truth ; an unholy life belies the Gospel. 
Let our preaching be like the break
waters which have been constructed for 
the preservation of our shores. Let us 
contend for the whole of the truth, be 
like the German princes who had em
blazoned on their banners the letters V.D. 
D.M.I.E., "TheWordoftheLordenduretb 
for ever," and like the British officer who, 
when wounded, fell upon the battle
field, kept bis flag aloft, saying to his 
comrades, "It didn't touch the ground, 
my boys." Brethren, keep the flag up. 

The subject chosen for the brethren 
wa.s, " Salvation: its necessity, source, 
nature consummation." 

Brother Moxham gave an address 
brimful of Gospel, which was much 
enjoyed. Brother E. B. Lloyd, pastor 
at Sydenham, followed most-heartily 
upon the necessity, after which came 
the pastor of the Wooburn-green 
Church, F. Tilbnry, with kind and 
loving words upon the source. Brother· 
A. Knell, pastor at Colnbrook, broug-ht 
up the rear in a Scriptural manner upon 
the nature of salvation. basing bis re
marks npon the words, "The Son of God 
was manifested to take away our sins,'' 
bringing into prominence the mediation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Space forbids notes of these Gospel 
sermonettes. Collections were good~ 
and a.t the close we felt grateful ana 
encourao-ed. Blessed be the name of 
the Lord there is some good salt in the 
la.nd yet. God grant that the association 
may become a power for much o-ood. 
"The little one become a thousand'. and 
the small one a strong nation," is the 
prayer of Mrnrn:us. 

BERKHAMSTED.-Dear }fr.Winters, 
-A meeting of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society was held here on Thurs
day October 29th. A most blessed 
add~ess was given on the occasion. We 
cannot express our feelings as the many 
testimonies given by the deputation of 
the grand and glorious Bible, as it 
oarries its powerful yet silent message 
to the hearts of the people, without so 
muoh as the human voice to speak one 
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word. Truly the Word of God is the 
sword of the Spirit and its work is 
perfect. We did feel so thankful for 
the faithful addresses delivered, for the 
greater part of the :r,eople in this town 
as far as religion goes are in the dark. 
We well remember Mrs. Wheeble a 
saint now in glory, and once a member 
-of the Church at the Surrey Tabernacle, 
on returning to chapel, after having 
paid a visit to Berkhamsted, was asked 
bY the friends where she had been. 
She Raid, " To Berkhamsted." They 
looked at her and said, " What! that 
dark Arminian place? " They were 
right, too,.~ but alas I the darkness 
deepens. :r et we are thankful for 
having had a good meeting; it was one 
of the best we ever attended. Mr. 
Shipton. from Beulah, was on the plat
form. and spoke well. 0 that we could 
see more people in love with the Bible 
here! 
"The Bible, the Bible, its worth who can 

tell? 
It saves us from death and also from hell; 
Its power o·er the earth to us is unknown, 
But oh ! we shall know when we meet 

around the throne." 

HAMPSTEAD. - EBENEZER. - On 
Wednesday, October 14th, a service of 
thanksgiving and praise for the bless
ings of harvest was held, preceded by a 
tea. The meeting commenced with a 
·hymn of, praise, followed by reading a 
portion of Scripture, and prayer offered 
by Mr. Houshold. Mr. Burbridge pre
siding, gave a hearty address from Joel 
ii. 22, Mr. Preston Davies spoke re
freshing words concerning the people 
of the Lord, described as His doves, and 
the writer made a few remarks on the 
,glorious words of the Captain of our 
-salvation, "The kingdom of God is 
within you." The free-will offerings 
were for the Aged Pilgrims' Asylum. 
The meeting was greatly enjoyed by all 
the dear friends present. - ADAM 
MA.RKE.AM. 

DEPTFORD (ZION, NEW CROSS· 
ROAD) reports 412 Sunday scholars and 
41 teachers. During the year 12 scholars 
have been baptized and added to the 
Church. Praise the Lord. 

GRAYS CEBE:-.EzERl.-Dear Brother, 
-Our harvest meeting was held on 
October 21st. We Lad a very enjoyable 
day and a good company of friends, 
beyond our expectation. Brother May
-0ock preached in the afternoon from 
the words, "Thou crownest the year with 
Thy g0odness." W. Brown, of Tadworth, 
.presided. and Messrs. Beddow, J. Grif
fith, and W. Archer gave suitable ad
-dres,ea. Brother H. Lee opened the 
meeting with earnest prayer. Suitable 
hymns were sung, and it was a ver_y 
.haJJPY and pleasant gathering, - W. 
HEYMER. 

TRING (WEBT·END).-Sunday-school 
anniversary services were held on Octo
ber 13th. Mr. Maycock preached two 
excellent sermons, but, owing to the 
heavy rain that fell, the congregations 
were rather small. 

BOROUGH (TRINITY HALL, GREAT 
SUFF0LK·STREET).-On October 20th 
we hel~ a harvest thanksgiving service. 
Our kmd friend and brother, J. W 
Banks, presided for us, and severai 
brethren spoke on different subjects. It 
was indeed a time of refreshing from 
the presenoe of the Lord. We thank all 
the friends who came to our help. We 
take courage and go forward.-J AMES 
SCARFE. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
The 30th anniversary was held at 

Keppel-street Chapel (the birthplace of 
the Mission), on Tuesday, Oot. 27th. It 
was indeed a happy season, and in some 
respects the best of its kind. The tone 
and spirit of the meeting were excel
lent, and the collections liberal. 

Mr. B, J. Northfield preached in the 
afternoon from 2 Thess. iii. 1: " Finally, 
brethren, pray for us," &c. He dwelt 
upon:-1, The DivineAgency. The word 
of God ,was excellent, not only for its 
general information, but as a divine 
revelation. It was God's grandest in
strumentality in salvation. The text 
suggested that it might be hindered by 
Satan, the world, and the lukewarmness 
of professed Christians. 2. The Success 
of the Word of God. Its first preachers 
were successful as missionaries, But 
success depended upon God's power and 
blessing, and in a measure on our efforts 
and godliness. 3. The Request Pre
sented was reasonable, reciprocal, and 
comprehensive. Prayer should be ac
companied with practical help; and in 
blessing others we ourselves were blest. 
Every Strict Baptist ought to help the 
Strict Baptist Mission, which deserved 
to be better known. Might the Lord's 
blessing rest upon His word, and upon 
the immortal souls of those who were 
present. 

Tea having been served in the school-
room, 

THE EVENING MEETING 
was commenced shortly after 6; the 
President, Mr. John Box, in the chair. 

The singing was ably conducted by 
Mr. A. Steele. 

The chairman read Pea. lxvii. 
Mr. Beecher sought the divine bless

ing on the meeting. 
The chairman, briefly paraphrasing 

the Psalm he had read, rejoiced that 
they were of one heart and one way in 
seekin~ to spread abroad the knowledge 
of God s name. He referred to the early 
history of the Mission, of which the 
associations of the chapel reminded 
him. Three Churches united to estab
lish the Mission in 1861, It was now 
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supported by upwards of 70 Churches, 
and its influence WM extendinir both at 
home •and abroad. The chairman be
spoke for the report,, when issued, a 
careful and prayerrul reading, and 
called upon the corresponding secretary 
to read a brief abstract of it. 

Mr. Josiah Briscoe accordingly read a 
few select passages, which showed that 
there had been a steady, healthy 
growth during the year. Twenty-four 
stations had been maintained in India 
and Ceylon. The number of workers 
was 50; Church members, 458:; day 
schools, 24 ; scholars, 700 ; Sunday 
schools, 23 ; Sunday scholars, 578 ; total 
number of baptisms during the year, 54. 
Other fields were opening, and 300 con
verts were waiting to be baptized. The 
report closed by pressing home the 
responsibility of providing ·adequately 
the means for so glorious an enterprise. 

Mr. Mote, the treasurer, read the 
balance-sheet. The receipts, including 
a balance of £203 2s., and £100 drawn 
from the reserve fund, amounted to 
£1,118 15s, 2¼d,. The expenditure had 
been £929 17s. lld., leaving a balance in 
hand of £188 17s. 3¼d. 

Mr. Wakelin read the list of officers for 
the ensuing year. 

\fr. Lynn moved the election of 
officers, and proposed that the thanks of 
the meeting be given specially to the 
president and secretaries. Mr. Catch
pole has kindly consented to accept the 
office of minute secretary, Mr. Wa.kelin 
having expressed a desire to relinquish 
that pa.rt of his work. 

Mr. Abbott seconded the motio:i;., 
which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Thomas, of Tring, in moving the 
,adoption of the report, warmly a.dvo
-0ated the claims of the Mission, and 
suggested that ministers should ma.keit 
their duty to go round among the 
{}hurches, and appeal for funds. 

Mr. Marsh, of Wellingborough, 
seconded the motion, and urged the 
importance of prayer, and the duty of 
giving as God had prospered us. 

Mr. Aaron, a coloured missionary from 
Rangoon, in Burma, gave a short but 
-0ha.rming address. He was familiar with 
several of the stations of the Strict 
Baptist Mission, which, he said, was 
doing "a grand and glorious work." 
He sang a Tamil translation of part of 
the hymn, "What can wash away my 
stains?" with much sweetness and pathos, 
which, with his telling speech, was 
evidently appreciated by the meeting. 

Mr. Sears, the vice-president, was the 
next speaker, who gave some pointed, 
practical exhortations-his leading 
ideas being watch, pmy, work, give. 

The collection was then taken whi.:,h, 
with that in the afternoon, amounted to 
£25 12s. 2¼d, The chairman havin" 
stated that the expenditure had exceeded 
the income by about £53, a gentleman 
present offered to give £10 on the con-

dition that the remaining £ 17 were made 
up that evening. By the kindness of 
friends this was speedily done and 
hearty thanksgiving rendered i~ the 
words of the familiar doxology, "Praise 
God from whom all blessingd flow." 

After a few words from Mr, i'lampson 
(the newly-elected pastor at Keppel
street), a vote of thanks to the ladiP-s was 
passed, and Mr, Squirrell closed the 
meeting with prayer. 

[A copious report both of the sermon 
and of the evening meetin"' appear i:r{ 
the Olive Branch for December. Price 
one half-penny, 4 copies post free for 
2d., from the Printer, J. Briscoe, 28, 
Banner-street, Finsbury,] 

A VISIT TO YORKSHIRE A..·•rn 
LANCASHIRE.-On Sept, 24, leaving 
London by G.N, train from King's 
Cross, we travelled away very fast, 
reaching Grantham in less than two 
hours, 111 miles from London · Retford 
·under three hours. We then' changed 
on to the M.S.L,R., by which we reached 
Grimsby. Grimsby now stands forth as 
one of the best fish centres in the 
country, with its fine fleet of steam 
trawlers and splendid vessels fitted with 
tanks to bring the fish alive into the 
docks. It is a very ancient town, but 
wonderfully impr0ved within the last 
thirty years. Clee and Cleethorpe are 
suburbs of Grimsby. We met with a 
few of God's dear children here. some of 
them with rough outsides, but with soft 
hearts. One dear old saint, Mrs. Brace, 
formerly connected with Grove Chapel, 
Ca.mberwell, delights to talk of ,Joseph 
Irons, and some of the old ministers 
who preached there, and others who sat 
under James Wells. On Friday even
ing we found a good company assembled 
in a room, who listened with attention 
to a plain testimony conceminir the 
nature and security of the Christian 
hope. 
0 A.mid temptations sharp n.nd long, 

My soul to this dea,r refuge tiies; 
Hope is my anchor firm and strong. 

While tempests blow ,i,nd billows rise." 
May God continue to bless the few thus 
gathered together there, and own His 
word to the calling out of His elect from 
the world. The next morning we went 
a board the Trent, screw packet. in 
Grimsby docks, and sailed down to Hull 
On Sunday we meet kind faces, and the 
three services were well attended. The 
friends now meet in a very fine room in 
the parochial building, Bond-street; but 
there is no reason why they should not 
have a chapel of their own, which would 
be far more comfortable. The services 
are greatly helped by four of the 
brethren, who speak m ttu-ns ; and not 
only in Hull, but in the neighbouring 
villages, they carry the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. I believe the first among them 
was Mr, G. Stevenson, who is also the 
secretary of the Pure Truth Mission, 
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whose sound and solid tracts are worthy 
of being ,known the world over.. The 
mission is most useful and deservmg of 
help. Anyone desiring· sound leaflets or 
tracts should send to the secretary, G. 
Stevenson. 12. Crown-terrace, Hull. But 
coming to Sunday. the 27th, the text of 
the morning was Psa, cxlii. 5. (p The 
Christian's cry. (2) The reality of 
prayer. (:-ll Its p~wer and effi~cy. 
Afternoon. Gen. xx1v. :H. We noticed 
thesubiect in a threefold manner-(1) 
A gracfous character, Thou blessed of 
the Lord; (2) A gracious co~mand-;; 
" Come in why standeth thou without? 
(3) A fea'st prepared. . Might not this 
be addressed to many m our con&'rega
tions? May God put powerfoi:th m the 
word, and_ s~ee~ly force them m. They 
will thenJom with Watts-

H 'Wh, was I ma.de to hear His voice, 
And enter while there's room?" 

The ordinances and :i;rivileges of the 
Church of Christ were pointed out. In 
the evening, Psa. xxii., we of spoke the 
Person of Christ, and His work of 
atonement. The room was fil~~• a~d 
after the service. the doxology, Praise 
God," &c., brought another nappy day 
to an end. On Monday eve~mg, at 
Hessle when another good meetmg was 
enjoyed. nearly thirty of the friends 
came from Hull. Our text was Jl1att. 
xi 28 we spoke of the Gospel rest and 
th~ £u1ness of covenant blessings of 
Christ. Our dear brothert Geo. Reed, 
who resides here, most kmdly enter
tained all who desired rest and refresh
ment. God bless the friends at Hull. 
May a Gospel Church BOO!) ~e formed 
here on New Testament prm01ples, and 
the seed of truth which was a~nndantly 
sown here in days past sprmg fo_rth. 
We believe that God has many prec10us 
jewels in Hull. Here Samuel ,Lane 
preached and laboured, also ~o?las 
Davis now 0f Harborne, near B1rmmg
ham ~nd many other faithful men. On 
Tue~day m0rning, at 5.40 a.m., we left 
for Manchester, en route for Tyldesley. 
In the evening we found a large gather
ing of old friends, who se~med g_reatly 
to enjoy the word. T1:te plam testimony 
of a precious Jesus will be ever fresh to 
the chosen family of God.-J. CROOK. 

"PUBLIC WORSHIP." 
MY DEA.R BROTHER WINTERS,-Many 

thanks for your excellent article in the 
October number of "E. V. & G. H." 
May all the members of our Churches 
read it, and, by th~ help of G(!d, seek to 
carry out its 1,ractical suggest10ns. Then 
I am sure the hearts of our P\1-Btors, 
deacons, and regular attendants m the 
Lord's house would be cheered,_ and our 
Heavenly Father would look wit~ plea
sure to see His children meet with one 
accord to wait upon Him. 

i':lhould we not consider it one of our 
greatest privileges, not only to be 

re~ular, but to be r.nnctual at the wor
ship of God. We like it put thus : "To 
meet on Lord's-days and at other times 
as the Lord gives us opportunity." 
There are always justifiable reasons for 
the absence of some of the Lord's 
family; but what a blessed change there 
would be in our Churches if every 
Christian from this time would in the 
fear of God say," I will meet to worship 
God every time the Lord gives me op-, 
portunity." Surely it would be aaid of 
us, "Then they that feared the Lord 
spake often one to another, and the 
Lord hearkened and heard it1 and a book 
of remembrance 'Was written before 
him for them that feared the Lord, and 
that thought upon His name.'' 

Plumstead, S.E. 
W. H. '1.BRA.HA.MS. 

lEn c#ttmorhtm. 
Last Wednesday I buried my motherJ 

Mrs. HESTER BA.LDWIN, a member OI 
Grove Chapel, Camberwell (J. Irons).,_ 61 
years. She was 83 years of age. i:;he 
passed away peacefully without a 
struggle on October 23rd, at 2.30· a.m. 
The previous day I said to her, " Well, 
Gra.nnie, how are you 1 " She replied, 
"Very bad. I am going; I saw the 
King in His beauty last night, and He 
said I am to wait a few hours till Re 
fetches His chariot and takes me to His 
palace." I did not think she was so near 
death. I said, " How about your fears 
of the last struggle 1 " She replied, 
"Not a shadow, not a cloud. I am going 
through the valley through Jesus 
precious blood into the King's palace." 
Brother Tooke committed her remains 
to the earth at Forest-hill on the 27th 
inst. Thus another of Israel's desi:ised 
race (my mother was a Jewess) has been 
removed to the bosom of Abraham. She 
had lived with us fourteen years, and 
we miss her much, but look forward to 
the time when Jew and Gentile re
deemed sanctified, and glorified shall 
meet ar'ound the throne of the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah and the Lamb in the 
midst of the throne. May the God of 
our fathers hasten the time when the 
" veil shall no longer be upon the heart," 
but Israel shall say, "Blessed be He that 
cometh in the NA.ME of the Lord."
THOMA.S BA.LDWIN, 

On Nov. 14th, aged 73, Mrs. ELIZA. 
BLA.NCHA.RD, wife of Mr. Wm. BJ-an
chard, after many years of patie~t 
suffering. She was a member of Provi
dence Erith. She repeated the hymn, 
"J esds lover of my soul," and shortly 
before her departure said, " I shall soon 
be home." Her end was calm and 
peaceful.-C. W. 

Our aged brother OLIFF P!!SEed away 
in his 87th year. Many years m member
ship at Enon, Chatham.-E. CASSE. 
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