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~tti'.hnntt antl Q5Ior!l. 
BY EDWARD MITCHELL. 

"Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory."
Pea. lxxiii. 24. 

FROM time immemorial life has been likened to a journey. The 
analogy_is so natural and obvious that all sorts of teachers have 

€mployed the figure. The immortal dreamer of Bedford Gaol carries 
away the palm in his wonderful Pilgrim's Progress. If life is fitly com
pared to a journey, the succeeding years may stand for the milestones 
marking our progress toward the goal. When these lines are read 189-± 
will be numbered with the past, and we shall have entered upon 1895. 
To many of us this may prove the last stage of our journey. Happy we 
in such a case if the latter clause of our text shall prove to be our ex
perience. All of the journey yet before us lies through an unknown 
-0ountry; we therefore need a guide acquainted with the path. God has 
said, " I will guide thee with Mine eye." TaughL of Hirn, our hearts 
respond, " Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel." 

These words of the Psalmist MARK .A. WONDROTJS TRIU;\IPH. c\. 
fierce conflict had been waged, and this is the note of victory. The 
battle had been concerning God's providential dealings. This is an old 
battle ground. The traces of innumerable fights are left upon the field, 
and most of the saints bear scars received here. To see the wicked 
exalted, and the righteous abased; the ungodly in prosperity, and the 
godly in poverty, is no small trial of faith. To be one of the oppressed, 
afflicted and distressed ones makes the trial more severe. " Behold, these 
are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches. Their 
eyes stand out with fatness; they have more than heart could wish. 
Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in 
•innocency. For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened 
every morning." Satan had nearly obtained the victory. "My feet 
were almost gone, my steps had well-nigh slipped." I was on the verge 
of the precipice, almost falling into the pit of rebellion, atheism, and 

VoL. Ll. JANUARY, 1895. B 
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despair. These exercises, these conflicts, are terribly real, and fearfully 
distressing to some poor souls--another step, and they will be over, they 
feel. But, blessed be God, that step is never taken by a true saint
almost it may be, yet not quite. Just when Apollyon was about to finish 
off Christian , he laid hold of his sword afresh, and with, " Rejoice not 
against me, 0 mine enemy; when I fall I shall arise," he gave the fiend 
a deadly thrust. 

The sad plight of the Psalmist arose from judgin_q according to 
appearances. He had made carnal reason bis solicitor, and listened to 
the specious arguments of sense. Alas, how prone we are to this folly 
in spite of all warnings against it ! What Bunyan says of the Slough 
of Despond pertains to this bog also. Cartloads of good materials have 
been cast into it, but it remains as much a slough as ever. How often 
have we sung-

"Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace; 

Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face" ! 

Yet when the "frowning providences" come again, how ready to make 
the same judgment of sense ! " So foolish was I, and ignorant; I was 
as a beast before Thee." 

The victory obtained was a matter of pure grace. Thou hast holden 
me by my right hand. God's faithfulness, rather than our faith, pre
serves us. In the sanctuary He opens our eyes, shows us our foily, 
humbles us before Himself, and gives us the victory. Circumstances 
may remain unaltered, but we see them in a different light; and, casting 
away our folly, we triumph in our God, and cry, "Thou sbalt guide me 
with Thy counsel." 

,ve have, too, A. GRACIOUS RESOLVE INTIMATED. "Disgusted with 
myself, I renounce my own supposed wisdom, and henceforth rely on 
Thee alone." Conflicts and temptations teach us our own weakness, and 
in victory we learn where our trne strength lies. " Thou sbalt guide 
me " is the right spirit in which to commence a new year. Our Jesus 
knows the road. He is omniscient, but He bas Himself also travelled 
every step of the journey, and is therefore experimentally acquainted 
with all its dangers, difficulties, and temptations. He stands pledged to 
bf our Guide. " Thou sbalt guide me " in our lips is but the echo of 
His promise, "I will guide thee." We receive His word, and add our 
".A.men-so be it, Lord-we set to our seal that He is true." We re
member that He bas infinite resources, so that nothing we can need but 
He can supply. With what confidence we may rely upon Him; and, 
though ignorant of all that lies before us, go cheerfully forward, assured 
that all will be well. 

This resolve is connected with a diligent use of appointed means. 
" Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel" implies waiting on the Lord for 
direction. To obtain counsel from God we must apply to Him. We 
must wait upon Him at His throne, and wait for Him to make known 
His will. The Psalmist waited upon God also in His sanctuary. There 
the mystery was unravelled, and the snare broken. God not un
frequently makes His counsels known through His ministering servants. 
We must also diligently search His Word. There His counsels are _r~
vealed. The Word of God is the chief instrument the Holy Sp~rit 
mploys in enlightening and directing His people. Humbly seekmg 
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Him in His own appointed ways, He will favour us with His counsels, 
direct us in the way we should go, and lead us in safe places. 

The language expresses also A GLORIOUS EXPECTATION. "And after
ward receive me to glory." Guidance through life, and glory after life. 
Safety all the journey through, and everlasting glory at its close. This 
reminds us that grace and glory are indissolubly connected. Whom God 
guides He will assuredly glorify. " They go from strength to strength, 
every one in Zion appeareth before God." He that is guided by the 
counsel of God cannot fail to reach the better country. 

"The paths of (human) glory lead but to the tomb," 

The path of God leads to eternal glory beyond the tomb. This hope is 
admirably adapted to comfort and cheer our hearts. What 1895 has in 
store for us we none of us know. What dark or bending lines may be 
written in God's decrees we cannot tell. How rough, rugged, or crooked 
the path may prove we know not. But whatever the character of the 
road may prove to be, glory awaits us at its termination. "The suffer
ings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
that shall be revealed in us." Let us comfort ourselves and one another 
with this sweet expectation. 

The home-welcome of our blessed Lord rings through these words. 
"The Lord will give grace and glory " is a sweet word, but Thou shalt 
"receive me to glory" is sweeter. Jesus Himself will be there to receire 
us to glory. He has entered into His glory, and will say to His own, 
"Enter thou into the joy "-the glory-" of thy Lord." "Come and 
,share My glory, come and partake of the bliss of thy Lord." The home 
welcome, the loving reception by our Lord, puts the topstone on the 
believer's joy and glory-

" Come in, thou blessed, sit by Me, 
With My own life I ransomed thee, 

The Lord to each will say: 
Thou now shalt dwell with Me at home; 
Ye blissful mansions, make him room, 

For eve1· here to stay." 

''. Ah, Lord, enable me from my heart to say-Let this be the motto of my 
life, 'Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me 
to glory.'" 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.-No. I. 
MR. WALTER ABBOTT, 

Deacon of JJfoimt Zion Chapel, Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell, ancl Treasurer of the 
Strict Baptist Mission. 

WHEN requested to forward a copy of my photograph, accompanied 
by a short autobiographical sketch for the January number of 

our magazine, my first feelings were-man, poor man, once God's pure 
creation, made a little lower than the angels, but now, whilst in a state 
of fallen nature, a creature of unrest, without hope and without ~od in 
the world, ever asking who will show us any good? Ever seekmg for 
satisfaction, ever learning, but never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth,-! felt, is it not a piece of vanity? At least it seemed so, to 
look upon the mere face or likeness. Then I thought of the words of 
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the apostle, "who, when they saw the grace of God in them, were glad.'' 
K ow, through mercy having a humble hope of being a partaker of divine 
grace, i~ is 1_ny earnest prayer '.1-nd desire that such a passage as the following 
may arise in the· heart, "Give God the glory, for the man is a sinner." 
Who can look upon the form of a sweet child in the flush of health 
and beauty without seeing a part of God's glory in creation; or who 
can gaze upon God's creature in the .strength of manhood and not 
admire and marvel at the divine workmanship? Again, who· can think 
of the .ast intellectual powers with which some of God's servants are 
endowed; their many great gifts and graces, without beholtling the 
infinite g~o~~ and pe~fection of ~is works? But I notice _next the glory 
of the Spmt s work m regeneration, the glory of new creatrng, sustaining: 
grace. 

" :My heart shall triumph in my L,nd, 
And bless His works, and bless His Word; 
Thy works of grace, how bright they shine I 
How deep Thy counsels, how divine!" 

It is now Lime I began to tell of how and when the Lord began to· 
implant His holy fear in my heart, and here I beg the gracious Spirit 
to be my remembrancer. Up to the age of about fourteen I resided at 
the place of my birth, Chipping Hill, Witham, Essex; my parents being 
both called home about two years previously. I say home, for of this I1 

have no doubt in regard to my beloved mother. In relation to my dear 
father, though affectionate and kind, yet it was not my privilege to
feel so assured of his state. But here I desire to express a conviction,. 
long cherished: That the work of grace may, in many thousands of 
instances, be compressed into a "Lord, remember me;" "God, be merciful• 
to me a sinner;:" and a "Lord, help me," or even an a_esenting nod by a. 
beloved, afflicted one to the preciousness of the Lord Jesus. . 

In the providence of God I was brought to London and apprenticed 
in the year 1852. On leaving home my brother gave me a prayer book,. 
an aunt a Bible, and an aged Christian lady some of J. C. Ryle's tracts. 
After business, I was secluded in my little bedroom, where I was drawn
eagerly to peruse the above, and for a time regularly attended Church,. 
subsequently being confirmed. Here, again, let me pause to remark 
that, whilst thousands doubtless neither know or are concerned about. 
what they are doing, I can at least say, I was serious and sincere. 
About this time a boy about two years my senior began to preach at 
New Park-street; that boy was the now glorified servant of th_e Lor~,
C. H. SPl.'HG-EON: a name, I rejoice, no longer mentioned whispenngly 1n 
our denomination, but whose memory is blessed, sweet with the h?l.Y 
fragrance of our precious Jesus. The power of the Holy Sp1nt 
attending the word endeared that great man's testimony to my heart •. 
Not one, but many texts were opened up, the following amongst them, 
never to lose its savour, " He shall build the Temple of the Lord, and• 
He shall bear the glory." . 

Two or three years later I used to go, in company with her who 18· 

now my dear wife, to hear that faithful, unflinching, yet l?ve-satnrated 
preacher, JOHN FOREMAN, whose ministry was greatly enJoyed. Aftir 
a time I was led to attend Bethesda, where the loved departed J. · 
ANDERSON was pastor, and by whom I was baptized. Even~ually 
settling down, and joining the Church at Chadwell-street, where 1t was 
my privilege to hear with soul-profit the gifted and saintly MR. JoJIN'. 
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HAZETJrON, until he was called to enter into that rest which it was hiR 
delight to dwell upon, causing his favoured hearers sometimes almost to 
feel they had reached the golden gates of the celestial city. Since then 
it has been my happiness to sit under the ministry of the esteemed and 
beloved pastor, MR. E. MITCHELL, whom the church and congregation 
continue to hear with great acceptance. 

In conclusion, what has the writer to say as Treasurer of our beloved 
Strict Baptist Mission? First, he asks for the earnest prayers of his 
brethren and sisters. Next for their continued liberality that the Christ
like service of sending the good news and glad tidings of salvation to 
our stations abroad, may be owned and blessed to the conversion and 
building up of precious souls and the glory of our blessed Lord and 
Master. We are watching and praying for a good brother to take the 
position of resident superintendent of our Mission in India. The 
sailing has been through troublous waters during the past year, but, the 
Lord helping us, we purpose sticking to the ship. 

A TRIBUTE OF LOVE TO MR. ABBOTT FROM A PILGRIM TO ZION 

MAY heaven·s rich blessings in abundance fall 
Upon our brother, filling him with all 
The joy and peace of God. May he indeed 
Have '· days of heaven and earth," and constant feed 
Upon the Son of God, and thereby grow 
Into His gracious image here below. 
May God Almighty prosper him still more, 
And bless his home, his basket, and his store. 
How many hearts, disconsolate and sad, 
Have been by his bright influence made glad I 
How many aged pilgrims love to hear 
His voice in prayer, in counsel, and in cheer I 
God grant that all who love him here below 
With him to the bright realms of bliss may go, 
And join in sweetest unison to raise 
To our blest Triune God a song of praise. 

December luth. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
HoME AND CoM:iION THINGs.-No. I. 

THIS was the title of a book I had when I was a little girl, and I thought 
I might write you a few letters on the subjects suggested by it. 

" Home" is a pleasant word, is it not ? I dare say you have often sung 
the refrain: 

"Home, home, sweet home, 
Be it ever so humble, there's no place like home." 

As I was telling some of my young friends some time ago, " home " 
is a good old English word, and I well remember a minister once saying, 
:ve don't find its equivalent in every language. In the French, for ins~ance, 
it becomes La .Jfaison-the house-but the house where we dwell is not 
necessarily home. "Home is where the heart is," where loving and 
beloved ones are, and where our tenderest feelings linger, and our deares~ 
joys are found. The spot where true affection flourishes, and kin~ly 
words and deeds abound, whether it be a palace or a cottage, a mans1011 
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or a ~arret, is really and ti·nly "home." Many of you enjoy this privilege, 
and you can say, 

" I have a dear and happy home, 
And much that home I love!'' 

Show your love to it, then, by trying to make it still more homelike, by 
promoting the happiness of those around you in every possible way. 
There is a saying that "The Englishman's house is his castle," and this 
is largely true of English homes; we live usually with our street-door 
closed, and no one, as a rule, can enter without leave; but neither out· 
patent latches and locks, our bolts or bars, can keep· out some unwelcome 
visitors-sorrow and loss, disease and pain, and that grim monarch death 
can force their way into any earthly home, and rich · and poor may alike 
be compelled to receive their undesired attentions. 

But I was. thinking about a home in which we may always find peace 
and rest and Joy; a home that can never be harmed by _fire or flood, or 
be invaded by warlike soldiers or greedy robbers, where provision~ never 
run short, and grief never enters, and where ruthless death and dark 
decay never can come. 

You say I mean heaven, but that is not the name of this delightful 
abode, for we may dwell in it now while we live here on earth, and many 
a godly man and woman has lived in it before they reached the "land of 
pure delight where saints immortal reign," and have proved that there is 
a heavenly resting-place to be found in this world, a safe retreat, a 
blessed hiding-place from every storm and danger. Moses said in his 
prayer, which forms the 90th Psalm, "Lotd, Thou hast been our dwelling 
place in all generations;" and David prayed,-'' Be Thou my strong habi
tation, whereunto I may continually resort;'' and again, "When my 
heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the Rock that is higher than I." Yes, 
(fod Himself is His people's home, and he that d welleth in love-holy 
Christian love-dwelleth in God and God in him. 

What a wonderful home have they who dwell in God by faith! The 
conies-the little creatures in the East, something like our rabbits-are 
but feeble folk, yet they make their houses in the rocks-not only on the 
rock, but IN its clefts-and there they are safe from their pursuers, wild 
animals, or men. And happy are they who can say, 

" Rock of Ages ! cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee.'' 

Yes, it is in the clefts, the recesses of the rocks, that the conies live and 
the doves have their home; defenceless, helpless creatures then:iselves, 
their strong habitation is their strength; upon the rocks they might ~e 
easily captured, WITHIN them they are secure. And_ so "Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified" is the believer's hiding place, the smner's only refuge 
from God's holy law and riO'hteous anger, from Satan, who like a fowler 
<;;eeks to ensnare them, or like some ravenous bird or beast of prey 
threatens to destroy them and from all the dangers that surround them. 
" Come, My people," He 'says, "enter into thy chambers, and shut thy 
doors about thee, hide thyself until these calamities be overpast." 

" There is a safe, a secret place 
Beneath the wings divine, 

Reserved for all the heirs of grace, 
0 be th:.t Refuge mine ! " 

Be it yours, dear readers. May you each seek and find it for yonr own 
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t,his new year, and dwelling here, you can never by any possibility become 
homeless or destitute, for nothing present, or future, above or beneath 
within or around, shall be able to separate you from the love of Ooci 
which is in Christ Jesus the Lord. May He be our everlast,in("J' most 
happy, and glorious Home. H. S.0 I,. 

PILGRIM PAPEilS. 
BY E. MARSH. 

THE PR03II8ED VISIT. 

"I will see you again, anti your heart shall rejoice."-John xvi. :!2. 

CAN anything compare with the touching, tender, loving addre8s t8 
the sorrowing disciples by their ever-loving Lord? How He entered 

into their heart's grief, as only Jesus could! How well He knew their 
lack of understanding! but for which they had rejoiced in what He said. 
Not one of those then addressed but to-day "know even as they are 
known," and see Him as He is. No more mystery clouds His words, 
but, in the light of their eternal glory they can now rejoice that He said 
unto them," I go away." Even so, dear fellow pilgrim, yet a little while, 
and He that shall come, will come, and will not tarry, and then shall we 
see what to-day we believe that even the hidings of His face and the 
mournings for an absent Lord were among the all things ordered well. 
Beloved, this is a precious promise as we enter upon another year. Jie 
will fulfil it to.all'' who look for Him;" for He says with 

"No 'if' or' but' to foul the stream 
Or peradventure here:" 

"I will see you again, and your heart ehall rejoice, and your joy no 
man taketh from.you." 

True disciples only know the value of His presence. " Depart from 
us" was once our language; "Corne, Lord Jesus, come," is the longing 
of the same heart now. What a change! None but God conld effect 
it. Many tried but failed. He spake, and it was done. The change 
was internal, but wrought its own external evidence. The A.uthor of 
those things, once hated by Paul, was Jesus; but no sooner had he seen 
Him for himself than all that was His was lo·vely in bis sight, and he 
laboured to build up that which he once so laboured to destroy. Lo,e 
to Christ is the living seal of life in Him. This life has its own '' pure 
language," with a depth of meaning the formalist can never fathom, says: 

and, 

" Without Thee I cannot live, 
Without Tbee dare not die;" 

"'Tis heaven to dwell in Thine embrace, 
And nowhere else but there." 

His promise to " see you again " is a precious reminder of some former 
visit or visits. Yes! visds, for they have not been few. The old Bible 
has some tear-stains, has it not, dear pilgrim, when bowed down you met 
Him there who lifted you up? Oh, what a word was that to your son!, 
which, while the white foam of the surging billows of trouble-trouble 
only your Lord knew of-enabled you to "be still" knowing-

,, This God WM the Goel you adored, 
Your faithful unchangeable Friend; 

Whose love was as lnrge as His power, 
And neither knew rr.easure nor en:l." 
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'' The secret ef the Lord is with them that fear Him," and oh how 
secret, mystf'rious beyond expression at·e those love-visits of Jes~s to 
pilgrim disciples on their homeward jonrney ! 

' ' His former visits ,~e recount, 
On Mizar's Hill and Hcrmou·s Mount." 

111 proportion as His presence was valued, His absence will be 
mourned. Every name He bears describes His grace relationships and 
recognised responsibilities to His people. Was ever a father, a mother a 
brother, a friend, to be compared with Him? Their vacant seats m~y 
fill our hearts with sorrow to-day, but what could assuage the sorrow 
of that soul were it possible to lose for ever our Lord ? Our eternal 
hope has no~ died with ~heir derarture, for they co1;1ld never say; 
"Because I live, ye shall hve also.' Thus we value Him, for "He is 
our life. ' ' To pass one day without some communion with Christ must 
make the soul long for His appearing, for the sorrow from His absence 
will be according to the value of His presence. Oh, what joy to talk with 
our Lord by the way, and know the Shepherd's voice! and trne it is also-

" While of Thy absence we complain, 
And long or weep in all we do, 

There's a strange ple:isnre in the pain, 
And tears have their own sweetness too." 

Even while He is absent H is promise is our stay. It is His own 
word, "I will see you again." Is it not given to be pleaded and trusted? 
" Put Me in remembrance," He says. His promise does strengthen the 
heart, for however many a change He may will for us, He will never 
change His will toward us. We know not where He may will to lead 
us through this year ; the " dark lines " and " bright scenes " are with 
Him at present, for us to-day He says, " I will see you." This promise 
supports our faith, for it is its food, our love, for He is our Lord, Olli' 

hope, for He never has, and never can fail. The tunnel darkness of 
some trying pathway may be before us, but " I will see you" urges our 
feet onward, for we know the best of all sights lays on before, and we 
close by noticing the joy r,J His visit to-day is the sure earnest of onr 
eternal p ortion. 

~ot without some heart-melting are these lines penned as the 
promised visit bids us look up for our coming Lord. There is to-day a 
real joy in His presence. The service of the sanctuary, the ordinances 
of His house, the fellowship of saints, the bumble hope that He will 
condeEcend to use us in some way for the welfare one of another, have all 
a real joy ''for J esus' sake." And is all this but for the fleeting moments 
of our pilgrim days? Ah, no ! a thousand times no. Not even ple~qes 
are they of the future, but earnests-a part of the whole-a !rttle 
spending money from the wealth that is laid up for us in Christ. 
"Your heart shall rejoice" indeed then, when 

" You ECe His face, 
And never, never sin; 

But from the ocean of His grace 
Drink enc.le~s pleasures in ." 

Blessed Lord, do enable us more than we have done to
" Bless Thee for all that is past, 

And trust Thoe for all that's to come . ., 
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A STRAIGHT TALK WITH THE UNCONVERTED. 
BY R. E. SEARS. 

DEAR FRIEND,-This magazine is put into your hand with an 
earneAt desire for your spiritual welfare. These few words you 

may soon read; but we ask you to think over them, and to ponder them 
in your heart. Many, perhaps, are wi~hing you 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

But in your present state how can you expect it? How can you 
be happy without God? How can your ~oul be happy while dead to all 
spiritual hope ? How can you have happy thoughts if the mind is 
carnal, and '' sold under sin ? " How can yon have visions of coming 
glory if your eyes are blinded by the god of this world ? How can you 
know the thrilling strains of heavenly harmonies if your eara are deaf to 
the voice of God ? How can you have happy fellowship with God if 
you are dumb in i:;rayer? How can you be happy if your heart is 
ice-bound in the North sea of alienation to God? Lovingly we ask 
you to 

CONSIDER YOUR WAYS. 

For what have you been living? Are your footprints found in the 
"old paths that wicked men have trodden?" The path may have been 
pleasant to the carnal mind ; but where does it lead ? You may glide 
merrily along, but oh ! the rapids are below you ! The devil's banquet 
may be a jovial affair, but presently the music will cease, the lights will 
be extinguished, and out into the dark night of sorrow you will be for 
ever cast! You cannot have the riotous living without the penalty 
being paid! You cannot sow your wild oats without reaping the 
harvest! 

Fleshly lusts will be followed by corruption. Every deed done m 
the dark will be manifest in the light of eternity. How sad to be 

WITHOUT CHRIST. 

The darkness comes, but without Christ there is no light to disperse 
it; the storm-clouds gather, the winds blow a hurricane, but without 
Christ there is no refuge ; He only is the Pilot, Lifeboat, and Haven! 
Disease comes, but without Chris~ there is no physician ; trouble comes, 
but without Christ there is no friend ; you have sins, but no one to 
save you ; you are polluted, but have no fountain to cleanse you ; yon 
are naked, but have no garment to clothe you ; yon are poor, but there 
is no wealth to supply you ; you are hungry, but there is no bread to 
satisfy you; you are thirsty, but there is no water to drink; yon have 
foes, but no one to defend you ; you have fears, but no one to comfort 
yon. He who is without Christ is without hope ; death is coming, and 
judgment will follow, and after the jttdgment everlasting punishment. 

To enter into life 
YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN. 

We despair not, dear friend, even of your salvation, for "power 
belongeth unto God." Hope of present happiness and future blessedness 
lies not in the free-will of man, but in the sovereign grace of God. The 
divine Spirit can give life, and life has its needs ; the living soul feels 
its helplessness, it cries to God in prayer, it reads the Book of Truth 
with a reverent desire to know the will of God; the Gospel becomes a 
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joyful sonnd, and as Christ becomes kuQwn He is trusted ; and trusting 
in Him, peace comes to keep the heart and mind ; and in following in 
J esns' footsteps present happiness is enjoyed, in which we have the hope 
of futnre bliss. 

.JESUS JS THE SINNEn's FRIEND. 

Do you see your sin ? Is it a burden to you ? We point you to 
the Lamb of God. Are you now longing to be saved? He is able to 
sm•e to the uttermost; and He is wilhng to save even the chief of 
sinners. Oh the sweet music of His voice ! " Come unto Me!" Here 
i5 the balm for your every wound, peace for your troubled mind, and a 
fulness of joy, both now, and for evermore. You need no letter of 
recommendation to come to Him ; His call is your warrant, and His 
merit is your only plea. No preparation is required, you may come 

)11.-,f as you are; and you may come Just now. He has come to you in 
lo,ing kindness, and you may come to Him with confidence ; He has 
come to you in sovereign grace, and you may come to Him with 
implicit trust. 

FEAR NOT. 

Keep not back because of your fear. Why doubt Him? Has he ever 
cast out a coming sinner? Let not sin keep you back, for His blood 
cleanseth us from all sin; the foulest stain departs at its potent touch. 
Let not Satan keep you back, you have been his willing slave long 
enough, be not deceived by his lying words any longer. "Incline your 
ear, and come nnto Me," says the Master, " hear, and your soul shall 
live ; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even ~he sure 
mercies of David." The coming sinner will be brought into the bond 
of the covenant, and he will find everlasting life; manifold mercies are 
there, and all are sure. 

Dear friend, "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be ·opened unto you." Whosoever findeth JESUS, 
findeth LlFE ! May 1895 be to you indeed a year of grace, happiness, 
and peace. 

If Christ is yours " all is well." 
"This New Year Thou givest me, 

Lord, I consecrate to Thee, 
With all its nights and days ; 

Fill my hand with service bleat, 
Fill my heart with holy r est, 

And fill my life with praise." 

"THIS YEAR THOU SHALT DIE.'' 
(-Jer. uviii. 16). 

IlY E. WHITE. 

"WHAT a gloomy message to bring us," someone exclaims, "cannot 
you write on a more cheerful subject than death ; Jet us hear of 

life and pleasure, its pursuits and pastimes." Nevertheless, averse as we 
may be to lillten to such solemn words as "This year thou shalt die," yet 
it is absolutely certain that some who read these lines will be numbere? 
witL the dead ere this year shall close. The hour is fixed for their 
departure. This year they will exchange worlds; the sands in the hour-
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glass of their life have nearly run out; a few more steps and the grave 
will close over their mortal remains. It is scarcely po~sihle, amongst 
the numerous readers who scan these pages, all will be alive when 
another year is ushered in. To all of us 

IT IS PROBABLE. 

We cannot tell. It is wisely hidden in the purpose of our God. 
Present health cannot ensure our immunity from death. Insidious 
disease may be lurking in our vein~, doing its fatal work, hurrying us 
on silently, surely to the tomb. Or swift death may overtake us in the 
hey-day of health and busy plans for the future. We are at the will of 
onr Creator, who may summons us at any time to appear in His presence. 
'This fact to some is terrible. To be ushered into eternity with the 
guilt of accumulated years upon the conscience, with no hope beyond 
the present life, no Saviour to cheer a dying hour and light up the dark 
valley with His presence. Well may the soul shrink and tremble with 
horror as it is dragged unwillingly into the presence of a Holy God. 
Such would fain put off the thoughts of death as a subject too painful 
to contemplate; but though 1they may try to avoid the thought they 
cannot the fact, This year, if God so wills, they must die. To others it is 
a subject causing many doubts. '' They all their lifetime, through fear 
of death, have been in bondage." How will it be with me then-shall I 
feel the bottom in the swellings of Jordan's river and find it good? .Am 
I one for whom Christ died, and has taken away death's sting ? Will 
it prove that all my hopes will vanish in that dread hour as a midnight 
dream ? Will the Lord be there to welcome me ? or shall I be left 

A PREY TO SAT.A...."',, 

the companion for ever of lost souls. Such fears prove a quickened 
soul, an awakened conscience, a trembling hope, which death cannot 
drown, for it is God-given. That light which burns but dimly in the 
breast shall not be put out in eternal darkness. 

To some the thought of death is welcome. It will free them from 
pain and sorrow, from lingering couches of weakness, where oft the 
prayer has been breathed in quiet submission, yet with fervent desire, 
" Lord, when wilt Thou come and take Thy longing child to Thyself?" 
Some afflicted saints have held such long converse with death, have 
dwelt so near the confines of another world, that death has lost its 
terror, he wears more the face of a friend, who waits to open the door 
and usher them into the presence of the King. It will be a welcome 
messenger who brings them to the beloved of their souls. Oft bath He 
spoken to them in sweet accents of love, and they long with intense 
desire to see His face, bask in the effulgence of His glory, when earth 
clouds have all departed, which hide Him from their eyes. '' This year 
thou shalt die," will end all their conflicts, satisfy the utmost longing of 
their soul. The consummation of their ardent prayers, their everlasting 
bliss will then begin when death-shades are passed, the victory won. 
"Reader, is this thy hope and expectation?" 

December, 1894. 

JEsus is such a King that, in a spiritual sense, He makes all His 
subjects kings. He bath a crown of glory for every subject " who 
hath made us to our God kings and priests "-all kings, all heirs, all 
favourites, all sons.-DyPr. 
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THE CITY OF 'l.'HE GllEA'l' KING.-!. 
I3y H. A. NOEL-THATCHER. 

"Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, in the city of our Goel .... Walk 
about Zion,'' &e.-Psa. xlviii. 

THE city of the great King ! It is an enclosed city. "Salvation will 
God appoint for walls and bulwarks" (Isa. xxvi. 1 ). '' Thou shalt call 

thy walls Salrntion, and thy gates Praise" (Isa. Ix. 18). "A wall great 
and high, having twelve gates. . . . On the east three gates; on the 
north three gates; on the south three gates ; and on the west three 
gates" (Rev. xxi. 12, 13). "Many shall come from the east and west, 
and shall sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom 
of heaven" (Matt. viii. 11). "I will say to the north, Oive up; and to 
the south, Keep not back: bring My sons from far, and My daughters 
from the ends of the earth" (Isa. xliii. 6). 

The injunction (ver. 12): "Walk about Zion." 
The promise: "They shall run, and not be weary; and they shall 

walk, and not be faint" (Isa. xl. 31). "Whoso is wise and will observe 
these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the 
Lord" (Isa. cvii. 43). 

FO"C'NDATIONS. 

Zion is "a city that hath Foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God" (Heb. xi. 10). '' His Foundation is in the holy mountains" 
(Psa. lxxxvii. _ 1). 

"The holy mountains": Where shall we look for these? The first 
which meets the inquiring gaze is the Everlasting Purpose of the 
Triune: "The eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord " ( Eph. iii. 11) before the world began, when the first Existence 
in the ever-glorious Trinity questioned, "Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for Us ? " and the co-equal Word undertook the glorious work 
of redemption in the solemn answer," Here am I; send Me'' (Isa. vi. 8): 
when the" counsel of peace was between them both" (Zech. vi. 13); 
and the Eternal Spirit coincided in the covenant of grace, of which the 
Redeemer in prophecy exclaim8, '' Lo, I come: in the volume of the 
Book it is written of Me " (Psa. xl. 7). " A body hast Thou prepared 
Me" (Heb. x. 5). 

The Incarnation, Work, Sufferings, Death, Resurrection, and Inter
cession of Christ,-these form the "foundation " of Zion. " Behold, I 
lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner
stone, a sure foundation" (Isa. xxviii. 16). '' Other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. iii. 11). 

(To be continued,) 

As so<,1, as ever afllidious seize us we cry ont, "My grief, my grief!' 
i1rntead of sayiug, '' My guilt, my guilt!" When Joh was in this frame he 
l:oulcl not magnify his gTief euough. "Oh," said he, "that my grief were 
tl10ruugl,Iy weighed, all(l my ealamity laid i11 the balanees together; for now 
it would lk heavier tha11 the sand of the sea: thereforc my words are 
swalluw,,d up," ur as the rnargi11, "I waut wonls to express my grief" 
(Joi, l'i. z). How slowly co11vir-tio11s ,leepe11, cvc11 with the 1n0Ht exercised 
saiuts '.-lfufus. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THF, FLOCK. 
BY M.A. J. 

THE mountain of difficulties I had imagined when contemplatina 
joining the Church, especially the terrible ordeal of appearing: 

before the assembly, speedily vanished, and after all I found things very 
different from the ugly image I, in ignorance, had erected. To appear 
before the Church is probably the one great trial of many young dis
ciples. Nevertheless, I would say for the encouragement of such, that 
generally "the lions are chained." But not to go over ground already 
trodden, I shall proceed to relate another new experience, which follows, 
viz.,receiving the right hand of Christian fellowship,and a few words 
"fitly spoken." To-day I feel exceedingly thankful that, although many 
years have passed since then, I still cherish the fragrance of those happy 
moments. The pastor of the Church was a shrewd, kind, sympathetic, 
and profoundly spiritually-minded man. He spoke to us in turn, giving 
us the most fatherly advice, admonishing us to be constant in attendance 
upon the means of grace : to read the Word, and to be fervent in prayer 
at the throne, as often as circnmstances would permit. He clearly 
pointed out that we should henceforth make the Church our borne, con
tributing for its support according to our ability; and to avoid the evil 
habit of running off to other places, because such practice does more 
harm than all the good can do you may get. Then be added, very 
solemnly, another bit of excellent advice, "that we, by our act and deed, 
took upon ourselves to share the responsibilities as well as the privileges 
of the Church." 

I must confess that inwardly I had my misgivings, and for a moment 
a tinge of regret took hold of me. However, there I was, a poor, timid 
creature, as nervous as any mortal could be ; but when the bread and 
wine came round, I was enabled to lose sight of responsibility about 
Church prosperity, and to meditate upon the "broken body'' and shed 
blood of the blessed Redeemer. Oh, how I enjoyed that means of grace, 
for it was a" time of love," and from that day to the present I can 
honestly say that I have always esteemed and highly prized the hallowed 
ordinance of my Lord's own institution, as the most profoundly sacred, 
and most spiritual banquet of all the means in connection with the 
Church of Christ. For truly, if piety of heart, love and gratitude are 
deepened in the soul, it is when we "do this in remembrance of Me." It 
is when we sit around the table that we enter into and appreciate the 
spirit of Dr. Watts' beautiful hymn-
Why was I ma.de to hear Thy voice, I 'Twa.s the same love that spread the feast 

And enter while there's room; That sweetly forced me in, 
When thousands make a wretched choice, Else we had still ne'er had a taste 

And rather starve than come? And perished in our sin. 

Truly, no language better describes the devout Christian's thoughts than 
this. "Ah, adorable Jesus! often when I have asked,' Why was I made 
to hear Thy voice ? ' " I am bound to confess that I can find no answer 
more appropriate than Thy own words: "Even so, Father, for so it seems 
good in Thy sight." Oh, what a sense of sin on the one hand, and what 
boundless love on the other! Truly," this was compassion like a go~." 
1:hus when the child of God can calmly meditate upon the exceedmg 
nches of grace, and contemplate the love which passeth knowledge
" 'Tis here (there) I find my heaven." Yes, fellow-traveller, when we 



2(1 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

can sit at His feet, hear His voice and rejoice in His mercy, and glory in 
His salvation, and exult in the uplifted cross, then "Sinful sweets are all 
forgot." and we feast on love divine, cherishing the sweet and darling 
hope of one day "sitting down a~:,the marriage supper of the Lamb.'' 

My dear young Christian brother, let an older brother exhort you by 
the mercies of our covenant-keeping God, do not absent yo11rseif from the 
tabla. If you would be strong in the faith, full of living hope, mighty 
in the daily conflicts, and victorious in battle, then, by all means, punc
tually, prayerfully, and regularly attend this Divine ordinance. There 
the Elder Brother comes; His Spirit is felt, and His benediction of love 
rests upon those who gather there time after time. To such the promiseR 
are given that those "who wait'' are to mount up on eagle's wings: 
those who gather together are sure of the-"I am in the midst." Often has 
the writer been pained in seeing the "vacant seat" of those who profess 
to be followers of Christ. Let us, dear reader, make it a point to be 
there, for well do we know, whoever may be absent, our Lord will meet 
us there. 

JOTS AND TITTLES; OR, THE PRECISION OF PRO
PHECY AND NARRATION IN SCRIPTURE. 

No. 1. 
"Verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 

no wise pass from the law till all be fulfilled."-Matt. v. 18. 

THE inspired volume of old was compiled and written in languages in 
which every stroke and point of a letter was important, and each 

,'iota" often told for a great deal. The jots and tittles of the Greek 
often made a great difference in the meaning of a word or a sentence, 
and many peculiar " points " in the Hebrew were of great service in 
exactly defining the sense the Holy Spirit intended to convey; and all 
this is made a figure, a symbol and picture of the certainty of the fulfil
ment of every word of God, for the emphatic reason, " The mouth of 
the Lord hath spoken it." The subject is a very wide and extensive 
one, and the whole Bible is brimful of illustrat,ions of the exactness of 
the sacred records, both in their predictions and narrations; and ev~n 
the discrepancies which have been so dilated upon by objectors have m 
many instances proved, upon close investigation, so many additional 
links in the chain of evidence that proves the Book of books to be 
divine. 

But the words which suggested the title of my subject are the first 
prophecy of salvation God ever uttered to fallen man, which we often 
call the first promise, but was really the terrible threat God pronounced 
upon the serpent, though it was full of grace and mercy to Adam and 
his posterity. " I will," said the Lord God, "put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." A prediction of salvation through 
the deep sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ. But the Church of Rome 
kas wrested this Scripture, and by making the pronoun feminine, a~d 
rendering it, " She shall bruise thy head," has declared that the Vir~Ill 
Mary was intended; and then, to impress the public mind the more with 
the _idea, has in Popish countries caused pictures and sculptures ~o be 
~xh1bited, representing the Virgin as trampling on a serpent, sometimes 
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alone, sometimes with Jesus as a tiny infant in her strong-looking hands 
or arms-a mere parody of the sublime and sacred truth tanght in the 
emphatic eaying of ,Jehovah, which thus early showed that, since by 
man came death, by man should also come resurrection and life, and the 
very depth of the fall should only increase the height of the glorious 
exaltation which Eternal Wisdom designed for all the objects of His 
love. The pronoun translated "it'' may mean either "he," "she," or 
"it," the male, female, or neuter; and if that were our only clue, we 
should have to admit that, though we are sure it means J esu8, we could 
not prove to the satisfaction of a doubting critic that it cannot be other
wise. But here the "jots and tittles" come to our assistance. In our 
own tongue verbs have no gender-bruise is simply bruise, whether the 
act is performed by a man, a woman, or a falling piece of woorl, iron, or 
stone; the Hebrew verbs, however, are different, and the verb employed 
by God in the words under notice is masculine, and therefore it is, "He 
shall bruise thy head," and the false Church is therefore proved to be 
fundamentally wrong in her presumptuous assertions, and her wily en 
deavours to take the crown from the head of Emmanuel and place it on 
hers who was gladly, thankfully satisfied to take her place among the 
favoured millions for whom Jesus lived and died on earth, and reigns 
and pleads on high. 

Yes, it seems abundantly evident, the more we study the inspired 
volume, that the Holy Spirit, foreseeing all the attacks that would be 
made upon Christ and His Go3pel, provided against all emergencies ; 
and there, imbedded in the rncred text, awaiting the coming of the 
earnest searcher after the goodly pearls of heavenly wisdom, lies the 
precious treasure which is able to enrich the soul with wisdom that is more 
precious than rubies, and to which all temporally desirable things cannot 
for a moment be compared. 

And, controversial purposes apart, is it not a cheering thought, to all 
who love the Lord Jesus, that every word of God is so pure, like silver 
seven times refined ! 0 may we rest upon it more, search the Scriptures 
more diligently, and in them may we often hear the living voice of our 
Beloved saying, "I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning !tnd the End
ing, the First and the Last." and may onr glad hearts respond, "Yes, 
Christ, is all and in all, and Christ is mine, and He who bruised Satan's 
head in His own glorious Person will bruise him under our feet shortly; 
and now we are, and soon shall be, more gloriously manifested, as being 
'more than conquerors through Him who hath loved ns' " ! Blessed 
be His holy name! Amen. 

THE LA.TE SA.l\'IUEL FOSTER. 
J[y ,!ear father was horn at Broad Oak, near Stmry, on June :21"!, 18~1. In 
his early days he attender! the "Church of Euglaml," atll! it was w hilc· a l'.111-

rlidate for confirmation that the Loni commenced the work of g-race in his 
~oul. One of the responses cut him to the quick; he coul,l not repe~t it, fedi11g 
it to he untrne; and yet, after it was repeated by the other n1rnlidates, he 
shouted it out to his co11fusio11. Iu 183D he was baptizetl b\' the latL· :\lr. C. 
\V. Banks, an<l joiner! the Chmch at Canterbury, then rneetii,g in ~t. Jului's
h!11e. For some years he was a ,Ieacon of the Canterbury ea use, a11<l fm n lung 
~llne previous to his death was the oldest llll'lllbcr. He 11mnfr,I in 1845. nm\ 
in l84U his long anrl pai11fol atHi<:tion l'Olllllll'IIL'e<l. In August, 188b, my d,•ar 
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11wthl'r ,.Jied: for thirty-six ~-<'ars she had been his patient 11ursc. Thi8 Wf\8 :i 
sen're hl,rn·, a1Hl to the <lay of hiH death my father moume,l his loss. Refer
ring tn 1 he portion me11tionc,l elsewhere, "\Yhen thou passest through the 
miters," ,h., I rinrl a letter \\Titten by my dear mother, in the early part of 
his illness, to a la,ly 011 the suhject. In her letter she says, in speaking of hiH 
sn/\'cri11g·s, he said,'' I know, 0 Lord, Thy judgments are right, and that Thou in 
faithfnlness hast aftlicterl me.'' And blessed God, foi· putting him in the fur-
11:1ce nf affiictinn, and that he would not have one pain more or less tlmn was 
appointed him. He felt the Lord rlealt n,ry gently with him, anrl at times, 
"·hen in tlw grnateat agony, the sweet communion with i1is dear Saviour has 
raised him a bo,·e his pain, and he has exclaimed, 

" Sweet affliction, 
Thus to bring me near to God." 

The lady. an extract from whJse letter is given, writes me that many of his 
pra~·ers on her and her family's behalf have been answered, and she believed 
more would be answered. · 

On June 10th, 189-1, he was taken much worse with a mo~t painful affi-ic
tin11, and this, added to his other affiictions, intensified his sufferings. One 
conlcl not bnt grieve to see him lay as helpless as a ~,aby in g-reat agony, anrl 
~-c't not a murmur. Ho"· often has he repeated:-

" Did Christ, my Lord, suffer, e.nd shall I repine?·, 

About this time he had an epileptic fit which much weakened him. On August 
3rd, the Lord "·as pleased in a measure to relieve his painful affliction for 
,d1ich he was very thankful. He did not, however, recover the effects of the 
tit: it affected his head so much that at times he did not know where he was, 
hut although often lost to surrounding objects, he was always clear on spiritual 
matters and his prayers lost none of their siIJ1plicity and power. At times 
when very confused, how he has prayed that the Lord would spare him his 
reason, which He did. 

The Bible was his constant companion; indeed, this was always so. I 
may sav that it was his meat and drink, as at times he was so swallowed up in 
reading: the portions so sweet to him as not to notice things around him. As 
his memory failed him, he often asked me to find portions for him, and he 
,rnuld then frequently repeat them from memory. He always told the Loni 
all his troubles were they ever so small. I have often been in his room and 
he has been praying, asking the Lord to take him; he was a burden to himself 
aud to others. And have heard him repeat:-

" Jesus, I long for Thee, 
And sigh for Canaan's shore." 

This verse was also very sweet to him:-

" As gold from the flame, I'll bring thee at last, 
To praise Him for all thro' which thou hast past." 

At 5 a.111., Od. 31Rt, he bad another fit. He rallied from that, but at 7 o'clock 
Le was seized by another from which be never came out. He laicl four dap 
iu a deep sleep, and ou Sunday morning, Nov. 4th, with scarcely a struggle, 
passed away, aged seventy-three years. When he rallied from the first fit l)e 
tried to talk. I heard him say," That I may know Him and the power of His 
resurrection." This portion has been very sweet to him; these portions ~lso 
Le was always asking me to find: "And the Lord shall guide thee contrnn
ally" (Isa. !viii. 11); "Then I will commune with thee," &c. (Exorl. xxv. 22). 
This verse he was al,;o constantly repeating:-

" Jesus, Lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly." 

I line often awoke in the night a11d heard him in prayer, and·he has said in 
the 111orning, " Jesus and I have had sweet communion in the night.". H_e 
often sSJ.id, "I am alone, yet uot alone; for Jesus is with me." The nuss 18 
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,·ery great, hut our !088 iH l,iH g-ai11. r have harl lettern from H"""' ,,f l,is 
r;·ie11rls saying hrnv they will mifis hiH letters awl prayerH. 

Stmry, Dee. 6th, 1894. l"AN'.\'Y Hr,wARr,. 
L We well recollect standing by the side of the pool when he passed through the "li<Jnid 

grave," and it was our privilege to stand by his grave when hiR mortal remains were 
interred, and testify to the faithfulness of God in preserving him for 73 yca,rs in the 
village, and no one could bring a. sta.in upon his character, glory be to the r;od of all 
grace for thus keeping him. In St.urry (or Broad-Oak, same parish! he wrt.s born. 
naturally; here he was born again, and here he was buried. Samuel Foster wac; ;-1. 

blacksmith by trade, a.nd we heard the late William Garrard, of Leicester, .say to him. 
"Samuel, if yon do not leave off beating that iron, it will beat you."-J. W. B.] 

The following letter is all that we r·an give this month:-
" DEAR FmEND,-Month hy month in the EARTHE'.\' Vr:ssEr., duri11g tlie 

loug period of thirty-five years, I have been accustomed to see somr,thing 
about afflicted Samuel Foster, of Sturry, near Canterhury. Those who have 
visited him have told of the spiritual savour of his conversation. Is not this 
generally so: that hearts like berries yield a fragrance when bruised by the 
pestal of trial; that afflictions meeken and meeten the spirit; and that" tribu
lation working right, produces a patient mind"? When God says, '' I ha,·e 
chosen thee in the furnace of affliction," does He not mean that He then anrl 
there ratifies His eternal and secret choice, making an open demonstration of 
it to the favoured soul? \Vith some of us it is not so much the trifll we dread, 
as the possible conduct of our hearts under it. Well, the longest trial has an 
eud. His of 38 years (John v. 5) and Samuel Foster's of 40 years. Xow, he 
is where there is no more pain, for the former things are passed away. And 
He that sat upon the throne said: "Behold, I make all things new. Ami He 
Haid unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. And He said 
unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End. I 
will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
He that overcometh shall inherit. all things; and I will be his God, and he 
shall be i\Iy son" (Rev. xxi. 5-7). Yours trnly, G. Rt'FFELL. 

SUDDEN DEATH OF MR. CHARLES WILDERSPIN. 
'' IT is our painful duty tu recoi·d the death of Mr. Charles Wilderspin, of High
street, Chatteris, at the age of 68, nuder distressing and unusual circumstances. 
Mr. Wilclerspin, who was highly respected as a peaceful am! intelligent 
neighbour, went to Swaffham Prior on Saturday, December 1st, tu conrluct 
the services <J.t a chapel there on the follo•,ving clay. He had felt mrn·ell at 
home a few days before, and had receh·ccl the careful and anxious attention 
of his family, but on Sunday morning, December 2nd, he again felt ill, awl 
told the deacons of the chapel he should ask a member of the cungregatiou, 
who occasionally conducted the service, to fill his place. At the time of com
mencing the service, however, the meml,er alluded to had not arri,·ed. and, 
thinking he would not come, Mr. Wilclerspin stepped up into the pulpit. and 
was just about to commence, when his friend walked into the chapal. The 
deceased gentleman thereupon descended, and took his place in a pe\\· "·herein 
stu_od a stove to heat the chapel. As the first Psalm was being gi,·en ont, :\lr. 
W1lderspin stood against the stove holding his hands in the act of warming 
them, when he suddenly fell, and was caught and supported by another 
g·eutleman in the pew, hut died instantly. A sympathetic gloom was cast o,·er 
C.:hatteris wheu the sad news arrived next morning." 

Brother A. B. Hall, of Meopham, has sent us the above cutting from the 
C:lmtteris local paper, who says our departed friend possessed a very dt>ar m~nd 
u11 the things of God, and was looked up to by Churches of truth in the fen 
country. 

THE LATE ALFRED WEST, OF HILPERTON. 
W1,: referre,l in NO\·ember to the departure of our frien,l A. West. .-\ letter tu 
1,nml informs us that the funeral sermon was preached on Sunday Pvening, 
October 14, by his ol,l and attacher! friend, l\'lr. Pierce, from the won\,.;-·· I 
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lwnnl :1 y,,i,·,· fr,nn l1t'HYC'n s1ying· nnto llll\ \Yritc, hl!'ssc,l are the ,lead which 
di,· i11 t IH' L<'rd." &c. Tlw ser01nn;1 \\'RS a so1111<l, Jik,sse,l, cxperinwntal tlisconrn,:, 
,111,l ,ms list1·11e,l t,1 "·ith prnfound attention hy all. The chapel was very full. 
:\lr. l'i,·r,·v l,as 1,,,,·n ,·rnmec-ted with the eansc here near fifty ~-ears, and 1111" 
ln1ri,•,l 111<•r,· t hnn H)O of the members, &e., but 1ie,·er thonght he shouhl have to 
rn kl' p:Ht i11 tlll' frnwral sc1TiC'cs of his dcm· friend awi pastor. Deceased was 
l«•rn at Bn•ng-hton Gifford. in 1850; was sent out by the Strict Baptist 
\ 'lrnrch tn speak in the Loni's name, about 18 years since; wM settled at I-Iil
pc-rton. Jamrnr~-. 1888: during- his pastorate they enjoyed the blessing of peace 
:111<1 swl'l't follnwship: he hnptize,i se\"enniHi buried six. \Ve greatly miss him. 

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

Jlonoria/s ,f Jamrs Boom,. (London: 
E. Wilmshur,t, Blackheath, S.E., and 10, 
Paterno,ter-row. 2s. Gd., cloth boards; 
4s. 6d., leather, gilt edges.) We have 
read and mmed over this volume with 
untold interest. spiritual profit, and plea
sure. The preface is written by deceased's 
brother, Mr. Samuel Boorae, who is evi- · 
dcntly a grace-taught man of God, and 
who, in compliance with the dying re
quest of his brother, nndertook the 
arrangement of Lis manuscript for the 
press. One or two short extracts, so 
far as the preface is concerned, must 
suffic~. The writer says: - '· We can 
sa, of our late dear brother. what we 
ki;_ow be would have said of himself, 
that wbat he was as a Christian and 
servant of the Lord, he was by the 
grace of God. . . . He has served his 
generation, lived bis appointed time, and 
his works foTiow him. It is ours to ,ub
mit to the sovereign will of God, who is 
• too wise to err. and too good to be un
kind.' When the Lord bringa a cloud 
OYer the earth, He has said that 'the 
bow shall be seen in the cloud.' This has 
been the case already in this b2reaving 
dispensation. 'Hitherto the Lord has 
helped us,' and has given manifest help 
and proof of His divine favour, and into 
His hands we now commit this little 
record of His grace, with the prayer that 
Ee will bless it to the refreshing of His 
people, by strengthening their faith, en
couraging their hope, and brightening 
their expectations of future glory." The 
book is nicely and conveniently arranged, 
and divided into sixteen chapters, some 
of which contain lettere written by de
ceased to Christian friends, thus making 
an agreeable break in the biography, 
without in the least deducing from its 
•pirituality, but rather enhancing its 
rn.lue, and at the same time renders the 
work in a more readable form. Every 
chapter is fu 11 of deep interest, from 
which we are tempted to quote largely, 

but space forbids, for we have no doubt 
as many of our readers as possibly can 
will procure a copy. It should be in 
every Sunday-school library. The first 
chapter refers to the parentage of James 
Boorne, and informs us that his father, 
" William Boorne, was born a century 
ago, Jan. I, 1794, of godly parents, at 
Deptford. When about twelve years of 
age William went to hear Mr. Martin at 
Keppel-street, who preached from the 
words, ' Christ in you, the hope of 
glory,' by which d:scourse he wa~ led 
to feel that he needed to be made a pray
ing soul." We have often heard it said: 
" Grace is not hereditary, but it some
times runs in families.'' Here is a proof 
of the truth of this statement. What an 
unspeakable mercy-four generations, 
all of them, we have reason to hope, 
partakers of God's free, sovereign, dis
tinguishing grace. Our prayer for them 
is-

" When soon or late they reach the coast, 
O'er life's rough ocean driven, 

May they be found, no wanderer lost, 
A family in heaven." 

The late James Boorne, whose memoir 
we are now consid.,ring, was a man of 
gifts as well as grace, and those gifts 
were sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
Chapter viii. contains an account of his 
wife's illness and death, and refers to the 
funeral sermon preached by himself, the 
gracious help afforded, resignation, ~c. 
In this chapter, under the heading 
" ReAignation," we find a poem of several 
stenzas written by our translated brother, 
who also set them to music. We cannot 
refrain from quoting the first and last 
verses:-

" Lord, I would my all surrender 
Unto Thee; 

What to me appears most tender, 
Unto Thee; 

Bend my heart in deep contrition, 
Wben to Thee I bow the knee, 

Sway my soul in sweet submission 
Unto Thee. 

~ !of ~ 
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"When I've lorded death's cold river, 
Unto Thee; 

I ahrtll soar to sing for ever, 
Unto Thee; 

Then from all my tribulation 
I shrtll be entirely free, 

And ascribe my full salvation 
Unto Thee," 

The work contains much that we should 
like to give, but must desist, again com
mending it to our readers' notice. Do 
you want to make a present to a Chris
tian friend, aend a volume of 

"MEMORIALS OF JAMES BOORNE." 

Idolate1·s Reproi·ed and Exhorted. 
(London: Robert Banks & Son. Price 
Threepence.) This neatly printed b,·o
clnere is by Mr. I. C. Johmon, of Graves
end. and is the substance of a discourse 
delivered by him at Providence Chapel, 
Prittlewell, Essex, on Sept. 27, 189-!, and 
also contains, as a frontispiece, a correct 
likeness of the author, with a preface by 
Mr. 0. S. Dolbe,v, of the Surrey Taber
nacle, from which we take one sentence. 
Mr. Dalbey says : " Truths respecting 
God's marvellous works and glorious 
Gospel are here set forth in plain and 
unmistakable language, which grace
made believers will not fail to appre
ciate.'' The name of the author, without 
any recommendation from us, is quite 
sufficient to ensure for this pamphlet a 
very large circulation. Mr. Johnson is 
well known among the churcheR of truth 
as a bold, uncompromising champion of 
the distinguishing doctrines of grace and 
New Testament principles. The occasion 
of the sermon was harvest thanksgiving, 
and the preacher deals with this matter 
in the following extract:-

The services of to-day are denominated 
"Harvest Thanksgiving." I shall not say 
much to-night on that subject, letting what 
I said in the afternoon suffice in relation 
thereto. I shall simply observe, that it has 
been intimated that the heading of our bills 
should be "Harvest Services," leaving out 
the word "Thanksgiving," as we have not 
much to be thankful for, seeing that the 
harvest is not abundant, and the prices ob
tained for what little we get are so low that 
farmers suffer loss. From the farmer's point 
of view this is a subject to be regretted; and 
if by growing corn no profit accrues, would 
it not be wise to employ the land for other 
crops 1 We should not take too narrow a 
view of the subject of harvest thanksgiving. 
We do not render thanks to Almighty God 
simply for a local harvest, but for the harvest 
of the world. He has wisely ordered that, 
when there is a scarcity in one part of the 
world, there is an abundance in another. 
Shall we not give thanks that we can com
mand our supplies from very distant parts : 
The inhabitants of the world are sinful: we 
cleserve no harvest at all. And the Lord, in 

worm eaten; and thnJ whir:h t-he r:ankr:,r
worm hath left hath the caterr,ilbr eat,·n •· 
(.Joel i. IJ. But He ha., not ,o dealt with us. 
hut has opened His bountiful hand to anr,r,ly 
our need~, n.nd fulfilled H1:-! promi9e th:1 t 
Hummer and winter, ~eed-time :ind har·:,:-it, 
sihall not fail; nncl we are:ill living ,;,;·itnc"'i'-•"'> 
of the declaration," Bread ~hall he given yon. 
and your water Rhall he sure.'· Let n.-., there
fore, give thanks unto Him for His faithful
ness and care. 
Mr. Johnson then read his text, which 
will be found in Amos v. j -9, and 
said:-

There are two main divi'-iion--: to he eon
sidered: (1) The characterclescrihe<l: U; The 
command given. I think we shall find in 
the t.ext doJtrinc, experience, and practive. 
There is, too, an astronomica1 iclea, a. meteoro
logical idea, and a military idect. 
The sermon is quite original, and full of 
instruction, and should most certainly be 
perused by every thoughtful and inquir
ing mind. 

Cheering Word.i Annual. (London: 
Robert Banks & Son. One Shilling.) 
Cheering Wo,·d s still holds its place as 
"the favourite annual." Mr. Benjamin 
John Northfield, of March, Cam bs., is the 
editor, and l\lr. Ebenezer Marsh, of 
Gurney-road, Stratford, conducts the 
Bible Reading U ~ion department. This 
shilling volume contains 192 pages of 
short, pithy, truthful pieces of reading: 
it has twelve portraits of ancient worthies, 
beside two life-like photographs, i.e., our 
aged and venerable brother J. L. Meere;,, 
and F, C. Holden. For a present to 
young, middle-aged, or those farther 
advanced in life, it is without compare 
in the world of truthful literature. 
While there is a contention for the truth 
of the Gospel, it is offensive to none. Tbe 
spirit of the Gospel contained in the fol
lowing editorial paragraph pervades the 
whole book:-" The sacred, discriminat
ing, and eternal truths of the everlasting 
Gospel, forming the basis of our personal 
salvation, satisfaction, and happiness, 
presented in an establishing and con
firming form for believers, and full of 
encoursgement and help to burdened, 
Spirit-taught, heaven-born Reekers, we 
hope will ever adorn these pages, and 
that the thoughtless and heedless, 
prayer less and Christless, may be led 
through their instrumentality to know 
the Lord Jesus Chri t and the power of 
saving grace." "'e cannot too warmly 
recommend this annual to our readers. 

"Look up Gov'ner" in December's 
Life and Ligl;t, is good' advice. 

Here and There.· Full of Gospel truth, 
the sovereignty of His will, 1night ha\'e . . , . . 
visited all the cornfields of the earth, as He Manifold Gifts Freel !J C, 1 t'elt 1s the 
did in the days of Joel, for the iniquities of title of Mr. Cornwell's last published 
the people. "That which the palmorworm sermon from Rom. viii. 3~. One Penuy, 
hath left hath the locust eaten: and that ' 
which the Jocnst.s hath left Jrnth the canker- I from Robert Banks & Son. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

~trict ~aptist :ffeission. 
DEAR FRIRNDS,-We feel as we ap
proach the end of another year we must 
say, '· Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and 
forget not all His benefits." There have 
be(jn many sorrows in connection with 

of the Holr Spirit of our covenant 
Lord and His Son Jesus Christ on the 
labours of our helpers in those distant 
lands. Church of Jesus Christ," Come 
over and help us." 

GEORGE W. THOMAS. 
Watford Tabernacle, Nov. I, 1894. 

the working of our beloved Mission in PROVIDEXCE CHAPEL, BEDFORD, 
India: but we have had our joys, many ( Ser I/l11stratio11.~.) 
h:>Ye been faithful, aud God our Father LA.ST month we gave an account of the 
has blessed the labours of our de:u· opening services of this new place of 
brethren who are far away from us, but worship. This month we are enabled 
evidently near to Him. to give our readers two full-page illus-

,Ye cannot help thinking at this time tr.i.tions of the interior and exterior 
of Paul's vision, when he and his with a description of the buildings; 
fellow-labo1rers "assayed to go into erected for the ever-increasing congre
BitbYnia." and were also" forbidden of gation attending the ministry of Mr. 
the Holv Ghost to preach the Word in Wren, and Sunday-schools connected 
Asia.·• He saw a man of Mar,edonia, therewith. The Bedford 7'hnes and 
praying, "Come over into Macedonia, I,id_epcndcnt says:-
and help us." Then followed the "For some time past the friends have 
founding of the Church of Jesus been seeking to obtain an eligible site, 
Christ in Europe. The seed-corn of the and eventually a judicious and large
kingdom in due time spread. Now from hearted friend submitted and secured 
Eng-land has gone forth "the Word of the present site on the Bower E,tate. 
Life to Asia." No less than about 60 acres of land has 

See India and Ceylon stretching forth been covered with buildings on this 
their hands, crying, " Come over and estate during the past few years, but no 
help us'." and our hearts respond, God nonconforming meeting-place has been 
helping us, we will help you. The voice erected. The present structure is, as 
bas not yet reached all the Strict desired, plain and substantial. and is 
Baptist Churches, or if it has, there has built of solid red bricks and Doulting 
been no response. Why is this 1 Should stone dressings, roofed with .elected 
not the Churches who love the truths of Duchess slates; with a handsome fagade 
His blessed Word feel concern for tbe to Rothsay-road, and comprises a 
souls of others? Is it nothing to us, that spacious sanctuary and Sunday-school 
the elect of God. in this and foreign buildinga, the whole length of which 
lands, are being fed on a mingled food- flanks on it, north side Newham-3treet. 
partly works, and pa.rtly grace 1 and in The front elevation presents a wide 
which, unfortunately, man's works are gable at a somewhat obtuse angle, 
put forward as meritorious, and God's ornamented with Doulting-stone coping 
sovereignty stultified. But do you say, and dressings. A large centre window 
I would willingly go to help others, but and two smaller ones, one abo'l"e the 
eannot ! 'Tis not necessary that yon other on each side, have guaged arches, 
should go. Our Lord will raise up men and the stone dressings are pleasingly 
for us in His own time, and in His own contrasted with the terra-cotta tints. 
way. Come and help us with your There are glazed lead-lights above, and 
earnest prayers. Hold up the hands of fi~ured glass in the lower parts of the 
your ccmmittee at home, and also those wmdows. An ornamental fence on low 
of our deu friends in active service in wall with stone coping separates the 
-our Mission. Pray that we may "go ground pertaining to the chapel from 
forward," even into ·' the regions the street, and a pair of gates admit to 
bevond." an anterior area. paved with Victoria 

'' Come and help ns ·• with your gifts, stone, and the visitor, on ascending 
and in so doing you will strengthen three low steps, is confronted by two 
your committee's hands, gladden their massive doors, surmounted by a bold 
hearts, and enable them to send out pediment and filleting in ston.i work. 
•· more labourers into our Master's vine- 'fhe two double doors of red deal open 
yard.'' Thus we shall be helped to do into a vestibule paved with patent 
our work with joyful hearts; and in blocks, and from which stairs on the 
that great day, when our Lord shall right and left conduct to the gallery [!t 
make UJJ His people, and we are all the east end of the chapel, the pulp1} 
gathered in heaven, having left all being at the opposite end. The w11lls o 
sorrow and care behind, we shall see the the vestibule bear the memorial table{d 
rernlt of our love for souls, and our self- j which h11ve been removed from the o 
denial, in the glorified soul~ of those / chapel. Two pull-doors, with_ glass 
redeemed by grace and prec10u2 blood, panels, lead into the lobby which, on 
from India and Ceylon, by the blessing ' the chapel side, bas a handsome panelled 
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screen in woodwork, the upper panels 
being glazed with figured glass. This, 
in its turn, leads by doors on the right 
and left into the chapel, which is 74ft. 
long, 41ft. fiin. wide, and 3Gft. high to 
the centre ceiling, It is furnished with 
commodious and comfortable seats of 
red deal and pitch pine ends, the whole 
varnishedJ and the seating provides 
aooommoaation for 650 persons. The 
interior walls are of stucco lined out in 
neat fashion, and pitch pine timbers, 
with iron tie-rod~, support the roof, the 
parts representing the ceiling being of 
plaster. The principals rest on carved 
stone corbels projecting from the side 
walls. All the aisles have a flooring of 
patent blocks on cement concrete, the 
pews being on a raised platform. The 
gallery is a substantial structure 
supported on iron bressomers enclosed 
in woodwork, and resting on an iron 
column and the walls on three sides. 
In front of the pulpit the baptistry is 
situated. Five steps on each side de
scend about three feet deep, lined on 
all sides .with white glazed tiles..,._and 
the town water supply is laid on. when 
not in use this structure is covered 
by boarding and carpeted. The pulpit 
is chastely ornate, and formed of pitch 
pine and red deal, with mahogany hand
rails on square turned ballusters to the 
short staircase that leads to the pulpit 
from either side. The desk is fitted 
with apparatus ·for raising or lowering 
it. There are twelve segment-arch 
windows in each of the side walls, 
besides those already alluded to at the 
front, Artificial light is supplied by 
nine large V ertmarche high power 
shadowless gas lamps, suspended from 
the roof. The whole building and its 
accessories are heated by circulating 
hot-water pipes. Four Beeston radiators 
are employed to disperse the heat, 
besides gratings in the floor, through 
which the heat may ascend from the 
pipes. Ample provision is also made 
for ventilation. Numerous Tobin tubes 
are let in the walls, and the middle 
ceiling is ornamented with centre
flowers which have perforations through 
which the impure air may find an 
outlet. 

"The building in the rear of the chapel 
consists of a large school, a committee
room, a vestry, two class-rooms, the 
entrance-hall, the cellar. and the heat
ing apparatus. The school-room is on 
the first floor; its length is 41ft. 6in., 
and its width 27ft. Certainly economy 
has been studied in one respect, The 
match-boarded dado is movable, and 
can be utilised on occasion for tea
tables. Otherwise the walls are of 
brick, washed over with terra-cotta in 
two tints. The timbers show through the 
plaster ceiling, and abundance of venti
lation is provided for. Hat pegs are 
attached to the walls so that the chil
dren can keep their personal effects in 

view, and avoid the confusion ,,fa hat
lobby or cloak-room. Descending tbe 
staircase, the visitor reaches a useful 
suite of rooms, such as the vestry, com
mittee-room, and class-rooms. 

The cost of the buildfng, including 
the seating, but excluding the site. i8 
about £:l,(J(JO. Messrs. Usher & Anthony 
are the architects, and the admirable 
adapt!!.tion of all the parts to their 
purpose, combined with the general 
ornateness of the design is creditable to 
a firm who can point to so many worthy 
achievements in the borough. Meser.,. 
Melcom be Brothers, builders, Castle
road, have erected the chapel in a 
sound and workmanlike manner, with 
utilization of the best materials." 

The proceedings in connection with 
the opening were given last month. 

OLD BRENTFORD.-The filst anni
versary of the Sunday-school was held 
on Nov. 22nd, when Mr. P. Reynolds, of 
Highbury. preached in the afternoon. 
The discourse was very edifying and 
encouraging. A goodly number of 
friends sat down to tea in the school
room, The evening meeting was pre
sided over by the beloved pastor, ;)fr. 
R. Mutimer, who takes a lively interest 
in Sunday- school work. Brother 
Lambourne. of Kingston, was sweetly 
led at the throne of grace on behalf of 
the children. The annual report, which 
was very encouraging, showed that 
there are -!00 children on the books, 
with an average attendance of 320 and 
a staff of 2 l teachers. Three of the 
scholars have joined the Church during 
the year, and we trust there are others 
to follow. A pleasing feature of the 
report was the starting·. during the 
year, of the pastor's Bible-class for 
young men, which supplied a want that 
had long been felt. The young women's 
Bible-class, conducted by our brother 
E. Fromow, has been well attended. 
The Dorcas and Tract Societies 
have also been well sustained, for all 
of which blessin~s we thank God and 
take courage. Alter the reading of the 
report the pastor sajd we had just heard 
the report of the children. He would 
now give the teachers' report, that they 
were '' rejoicing in hope, patient in 
tribulation, continuing· instant in 
prayer" (Rom. xii. l2J. Mr. J. Bush, 
of Kingston, addressing himself to the 
teachers, then made what l1t· ca!1ed a 
few rough remarks on Heh. xii. 26. 
though we failed to see where the 
roughness came in. 1\1r. Reynolds 
spoke from '' Create in me a clean heart, 
0 God, and renew a right spirit within 
me." Recitations and singing were 
given by the children at intervals. The 
teachers and friends were encouraged 
to see so many present from other 
churches. Collections amounted to £ 7 
-5~. 2~d. "Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow."-LITTLE F.\!TH. 
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SHO\"LDHAM STREET W. - The 
eighteen th anniversai-y of the Sunday
school was celebrated on Lord's-day, 
XoY. ~-->th . Sermons were preached in 
t he morning- by the pastor, Mr. E . 
Re~cher. in the afternoon by Mr. P . 
Reynolds, and in the evening by Mr. J. 
Box. The attendance was encouraging. 
Special hymns were sung-, being selected 
from Xo. 7 Hymn-sheet published by 
Messrs. Banks for Sunday-school anni
versaries. Anthems were also rendered 
by the members of the singing-class. On 
the following Tuesday a g-ood company 
sat down t o tea, after which a meeting 
was held in the chapel, most ably pre
sided over by Mr. W. Abbott, of 
Chadwell-street, who, by many apt 
remarks, maintained a cheery tone 
throughout. Mr. Adams asked the 
Divine blessing. A report was read , 
which contained the good tidings that 
t wo male scholars had been received 
into t he Church dnring the year, 
and other items of interest. Excellent 
addresses were delivered by Messrs. 
Dadswell, Marsh, Mutimer, Reynolds, 
Mitchell, Sears, and the pastor. A col
lection was made, which, together with 
that taken on Sunday, realised £20 
15s. 4d. It greatly cheers the hearts of 
those who labour in this part of the 
vineyard by the many kind friends who 
favour us with their presence and finan
cial aid, for which we return our best 
thanks, this being in every way the 
most successful gathering we have had. 
Our earnest desire is that our schools 
may increase numerically, that greater 
zeal may be thrown into the work. The 
times we a.re now living in demand it, 
the enemies of Christ being much on the 
alert by varied devices to entrap our 
youth. May the Holy Spirit work 
mightily through the means. - S. 
R OB INSON. 

STEPl'-EY (REHOBOTH, WELLESLEY· 
~TREET ).-The 20th anniversary of the 
re-opening- was celebrated Nov. 11 and 
1:-1. Mr. W. Tooke preached on the 
Lord's-day to an appreciative congrega
tion. On Tuesday afternoon, Mr. F. C. 
Holden delivered an experimental dis
course from 2 John iii. in the following 
order : 1st . The blessing desired (g race, 
mercy, peace) ; 2nd. Tne person men
tioned from whom he desires these 
blessings ; 3rd. The principle upon 
which the desire expressed was based 
(truth ·and love). The preacher said, 
what greater, what richer blessing can 
he desire than that, "Grace be with 
you ''? Grace is such a comprehensive 
term, that it will be utterly impossible 
for us t o exhaust our subject this after
noon . Divine grace is like God Himself, 
it is inexha.ustible ; grace desires more 
grace. It is declared in His Word that 
·· He giveth more grace;" grace has 
sometimes so cheered us that it has over
come and caufed us to weep t ears of joy. 

We feed upon grace, we live upon it it 
is our daily bread; we areas likely to _get 
tired of grace, as we are to get tired of 
food for our natural bodies. Humbling 
redeeming, preserving, upholding soul
sanctifying gTace be with thee.' The 
grace in our text more especially refers 
to the grace of the Spirith· we would say 
then, humbling grace e with thee· 
humbli_n\l'. grace is one of the fruits of 
the Spmt, The gTace of supplication 
be with thee; real praying breath never 
was, never can, never will be spent in 
vain. The grace of love be with tbee 
that binds hearts together in the thing~ 
of God, "that ye may endeavour to keep 
the unity of spirit in the bonds of 
peace." Grace be with thee by walking 
the Gospel. 2nd, " Mercy." 'l'here is 
an inseparable connection with mercy 
and grace as the stream is identified 
with the fountain. Mercy as a divine 
attribute is exercised towards thee when 
thou _deservest punishment; it is also 
exermsed towards those who are in 
trouble. When I have called for mercy 
it has not a_lways been for pardon ; there 
are other kmds of trouble and distress 
that the people of God come into, that 
they desire pity and compassion. Peace 
be with thee, in the family, peace in the 
Church; there can be no true prosperity 
without peace, peace from God the 
Father ; that name, or title, signifies 
covenant relationship, at one with God 
the Father through the mediation of 
the Son; these blessings have their source 
in the covenant relationship, and come 
to us through the Lord J esus Christ. 
:~rd. The principle upon which the 
desire was based (truth and love). 
Truth and love ought to go together, 
they cannot be divided in heaven, " God 
is love," God is truth, God is light; they 
ought to go together in relation to those 
who are the Lord's. Truth may grow 
hard, severe and harsh ; truth cannot be 
really received unless it be associated 
with love ; love without truth is apt to 
go astray. Let us preach the truth 
according to the Gospel rule, " speaking 
the truth in love." Evening meeting: 
Mr. W. G. Faunch presiding, read Pea. 
lxxxix., and Mr. Hayter Scrivener 
addresFed the throne of grace. The 
chairman gave a very appropriate 
address. An interesting account of the 
Church's history was read by Mr. Henry 
Scrivener, deacon. Mr. W. H . Lee 
delivered a truthful exposition of the 
Sower and the Seed. Mr. Noyes follow· 
ing, dwelt upon the text, "Ye are com
plete in Him." Our brother said Ye are 
completely blessed, completely re
deemed, completely saved, 'JOmpletely 
cleansed, completely happy, and entirely 
complete in Christ. Mr. Belcher, con· 
tinuing the gracious theme of salvation, 
spoke from '· You hath He quicken:ed:, 
who were dead in trespasses and s1n.d 
Mr. Wm. Tooke was graciously help}
t<, en large upon the subject. Mr. · 
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Parnell (who we are very pleased to say 
ho.a just recently accepted o.n unanimous 
•invitation to the p11.storate), in unity 
with the previous speakers.gave a warm
·hearted address from " Behold God is 
,my salvation." Truly the Word of God 
very blessedly harmonised; we could 
truthfully so.y, "Thy words were found, 
and I did eat them; and Thy word was 
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine 
heart," Praise and thanksgiving closed 
ea happy and profitable meeting.
HAYTER SCRIVENER. 

SHEFFIELD (ZION),-On Monday, 
November 5th, an enjoyable tea and 
:public meeting were held here. The 
providence of God so ordered it that 
the day was celebrated not only as an 
-anniversary of the discovery of the 
Papal plot, but that of the natal day of 
.a kind young friend, who, with her 
pa.rents, enabled ns to ilpread the tables 
free, and to devote the proceeds to the 
-cause. Some happy little scholars 
joined their elders at the tables, and 
made the place bright and cheerful. 
After tea brother J. Taylor gave an 
excellent lecture on "The Gunpowder 
Plot and its Lessons." It was full of 
instruction, and ably delivered before 
an appreciative audience. He showed 
(1) The history ·of the plot; (2) the 
spirit of the Papacy; (3) the lessons of 
Divine Providence to be drawn there
from. Tracing the hand of God in the 
history of our country we find great 
cause for praise. Let us pray and 
watch and work, lest the enemy of God 
and peace gain strength. Ma.y the 
people of the Almighty's choice be 
stirred up with zeal to serve Him and 
-our country.-H. J. 

through affliction, b·:1t sent a che'lue 
for £10 as a practical proof of his love 
to the cause. 

At the last minute an olrl and valued 
friend of our pastor's-F. J. Catchpole, 
Esq.-kindly consented to fill the vacant 
chair. It was our brother's first appear
ance amongst us, and we hope not the 
last by many. The chairman read Psa. 
cxxxiii., and brother J. H. Lynn, our 
former pastor, led us in prayer, after 
which, on the suggestion of our pastor, 
a telegram of loving sympathy and 
gratitude was sent to our beloved 
brother Pig-gott. 

Brother Beecher dwelt on purpose, 
provision, promise, and power of "our 
God," as set forth in 2 Thess. i. II, 12. 
He was followed by dear brother Bush, 
who was fall to the overflowing on the 
word "Ebenezer." 

Brother Cannings, one of our esteemed 
deacons, and Church treasurer, was then 
called upon to unveil a memorial tablet 
placed on the wall near the pulpit to 
the memory of our late beloved brother 
and founder of the Church, 

MR, JAMES MORTF.R. 

Our brother's soul grew warm as in~ 
deeply spiritual address he retraced the 
good hand of God in the formation of 
the Church, and the covenant faithful
ness of our Lord in His long continued 
goodness. Our brother said for 2:J 
years he had laboured with our late 
beloved brother, and could say of him, 
he was ever found" diligent in business. 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.'' 
After removing the covering from the 
tablet, he (Mr. C.) read, with evident 
emotion, the inscription thereon to the 
memory of departed worth as follows:-

In 
A DAY OF REJOICING AT GURNEY- Lo,ing Memory of 

ROAD, STRATFORD. ::llR. J,urns 1IORTF.R, 
NOVEMBER 18 and 20 will be i·ed·letter The founder of the cause in this place. ,ind 
d · th h' t f th' Ch h for nearly~-! years filled the officeofDe,icon. ays Ill e IS ory O IS urc · His steadfastness in the faith, souncl judg-
Special services were held to com- ment, Christian liberality, and brotherly !o,e 
memorate the anniversary of the for- demands this memento of man, s:rateful 
mation of the Church, and to extinguish hearts. · -
the debt on the chapel. Entered into his rest 

Sermons were preached on the Lord's· March Hlth. 18!14. .-1.ged .,; years. 
-day by our pastor in the mornin~, and .. The memory of the just i, blessed." 
brother E. White, of Woolwich, m the Brother Ryder, Church rncretary, read 
evening. At the close of the evening an interesting- report of the Church's 
service a prayer meeting was held, to progress, stating that during the year 
plead for the continuance of the bless- 26 had been added to the Church, 15 by 
ing enjoyed that da.y, on the following baptism a.nd ll from oth&r churches; 
Tuesday. Truly the Lord did hear and concerning the debt on the chapel which 
hearken. they ha.d met that night to bury, he 

Brother 0. S. Dolbey was the after- stated that a few weeks ago it was 
noon preacher; the chapel was well reduced to £130, since then. in response 
filled, and the unction of the Spirit was to the circular issued by our pastor on 
Poured out on both speaker and hearers, Oct. 8, it was reduced to £ ,7 Os. lid .. 
as our dear brother faithfully unfolded which if cleared off this evening would 
the riches of His grace from the words, enable us to receive the liberal grant of 
•· This Man receiveth sinners." the M.A.S.B.C. of £10 toward the same. 

After the usual tea, the chapel wa.s O:ir worthy chairman then made a 
filled for the public meeting-, Our masterly appt·al for this balance to be 
beloved friend Mr. J. Piggott- was to J met. On the boxes being brought back 
have presided, but was prevented to the table, our pastor referred to the 



30 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

letters from loving friends, and in addi
tion to the £ 10 from brother Pi&gott. he 
placed in the box the chairman·s gift of 
£10, £.,-, each from the fourdarrghters of 
our brother Cutmore, £:{ 3d, from our 
esteemed brother Abbott. £ l 10s, from 
the young· men's Bible-class, and £1 5~., 
several small amounts that had been put 
in his hand by some unable to be present. 
On ann0uncing the total a.mount it was 
found that only £6 19s. 3¾d. was wanted 
to meet the whole. This was most cheer
fully met at once by brother W. G. 
Stone. £ %. brother Cutmorean additional 
£1, and two donations of 10s, The chair
man rose and said, · It is done, the chapel 
is free, let us hea.rtily sing the doxology," 
and hearty indeed it was sung. 

Brother Belcher, referring to the 
tablet, took for his subject, "Blessed 
a.re the dead which die in the Lord, &c." 

Brother Holden suitably followed 
with a.na.ddress on ·'The a-rass withereth. 
the flower fa.deth, but the Word of the 
Lord endnreth for ever." 

Brother Lynn bore testimony to his 
long knowledge of Mr. Morter, and his 
own unabated interest in the ea.use at 
Gurney-road. 

Brother Mutimer dwelt on" The City 
of God.'" and brother Dolbey spoke 
briefly from'' Let Him kiss me with the 
kisses of His mouth." 

A vote of thanks ta the chairman and 
all the willing workers in connection 
with this meeting, was proposed by 
pastor E . Marsh, and seconded by 
brother T . Carr, and unanimously 
adopted. 

The singing throughout was most 
hearty, being led by our dear brother 
Fereday. 

NOTTl!\G-HILL GATE (BETHF.SDA). 
-The 2ith anniversary of opening of 
:tbove chapel was commemorated on 
Sunday, Nov. ll. When two sermons 
were preached by the pastor, to enconr· 
aging congregations, and on the fol
lowing Tuesday, Nov. 13, when our dear 
brother E. White, of Woolwich, preached 
in the afternoon a very precious sermon 
from Rom. viii. 30, which everyone 
present appeared to heartily enjoy. 
Tea was supplied; the schoolroom was 
full. In the evening our dear brother 
and constant friend to the cause, Mr. 
John Piggott, took the chair, and read 
lea.. lxi. We regretted very much, how
ever, to see him so unwell, which ma.de 
it extra kind of him to come. We have 
bar,tized five this year, and have two 
more waiting for baptism, and two have 
been received from other churches. We 
are dwelling together in peace. Our 
finances are well sustained, the debt on 
the building is reduced to £21/i, so we 
have paid off £585. Brethren F. C. 
Holden, E. Beecher, R. E . Sears, and E. 
White c.-ame heavily laden with the good 
treasures of our heavenly kingdom, their 
hearty spirit ual addresses were enjoyed 

by all, and the meeting was brightened: 
b¥ the sweet rendering of the Eonge of· 
Zion . Our friends deolared it wae the
he~t anniversary we have had, in atten
dance afternoon and evening, and in the
sweet spiritual savour pervading the
meeting.-G. HERRING, Pastor. 

GRAYS.-At "Ebenezer," on Wednes
day, Oct. 31, we celebrated the in-ga.ther-
ing of a bountiful harvest, by a thanks
giving service, which was appropriately· 
commenced by singing, "Come. saints, 
and sing in sweet accord," &c. Brother· 
W. Beddow prayed, and brother H. G. 
Maycock read Mark iv., followed by 
another hymn. Brother Maycock 
preached from "The earth bringeth 
forth fruit," &c.-1 and was graciously· 
helped to set fonn the dealings of our 
God nnder three heads: l. The Rise;: 
2. Progress ; 3. Full development of the 
work of ~race in the soul. After tea, 
the evening meeting began, with Mr .. 
John Piggott in the cha.1r1 who gave 
out the opening hymn; a.na read from 
Matt. xiii. Our senior deacon, brother 
J. Rice, asked a. blessing on the meeting. 
Another hymn and a. few words from 
the secretary, and the chairman ad-
dressed the friends npon " Receiving 
seed in ~ood /ronnd.'' Addresses were 
al~o deh vere by our robust, yet aged 
friend, Mr. I. C. Johnson, who sp<ike
with no uncertain sound upon "The 
Book of Life." Brother H . Clark was 
very spiritual in hie remarks upon, 
'' When thou ha.et ea.ten and a.re full," . 
&c., and Mr. H. D. Sandell, of Fulham, 
lifted np the hearts by the Spirit's 
power of those present, by his medita
tions on "They shall revive as the 
corn," &c. Brother Maycock gave sweet 
words upon "Glorying in the cross." 
Brother W. Beddow dilated upon "What 
shall I render unto the Lord for all Hie 
benefits." Votea of thanks, and a hymn 
of praise, closed a day's most profitable, 
cheering and soul-encouraging services. 
Collections and promiees in a.id of build· 
ing debt, a.mounted to nearly £8, To 
God be all the praise. 

WOOD-GREEN.-The friends and the 
children of Park Ridings Baptist Chapel 
had a very happy anniversary on Wed· 
nesday, Oct. 24. The pastor, Mr. Jas. 
Flegg, preached two Cbz:ist-exaltiJ'.!g 
sermons the Sunday prev10u~ and ID 
the afternoon, with brother Waller, gave· 
suitable addresses. Tea was provided 
for more than sixty scholars, who all 
stayed during_ the after-meeting, and 
ea.ng admirably the special hymns. The 
pastor, in the unavoidable absence of 
brother Piggott, took the chair, who read 
the Scriptures, and brother Cha.mb_ers 
offered prayer. A very encoura.gmg 
report was read by the superintende!],t, 
brother Pickett; it referred to the 1n· 
crease in the school. Two scholars had 
joined the Church, and one waiting ba.p· · 
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tism, and a firm conviction there are 
more "seekers." All the te11,chers are 
members of the Church. A library has 
been formed by the help of the friends. 
With about 100 children and an earnest 
band of workers, together with a balance 
in hand. they hoped to go forward, 
under the divine blessing. The chair
man, after referring to the report, and 
the fact that they adhered to the doc. 
trines of grace in their school, made 
suitable reference to the brethren who 
had come to address the meeting. 
Brother Sears said he was the first to 
encourage brother Flegg to address a 
public meeting, and based his remarks 
upon the Great Teacher. The motto he 
gave to the teachers was " Serve the 
Lord with gladness." Brother Chilvers, 
who was introduced as the firat one Mr. 
J. Flegg l,aptizeo, souirht to encourage 
the teachers with the words, "Blessed 
are ye that sow beside all waters." 
Brethren White and E.W. Flegg also 
spoke The pastor closed the meeting 
with prayer.-P. J.C. 

KEPPEL-STREET CHAPEL IN ITS 
PRIMITIVE DAYS. 

BY MRS. MIRIAM STEELE. 
HAVING been connected with Keppel
street Chapel since I was quite a child, 
have been requested by some friends to 
,tate my earliest recollections, which I 
will endeavour to do as far as my 
memory serves me, having now just 
entered upon my 87th year. 

My earliest recollection was, when the 
Rev. John Martin was pastor. While a 
young child, I was taken there by my 
parents, who afterwards became mem
bers. My father had for some time 
attended Mr. Martin's ministry, and I 
have often heard him relate some of his 
remarks, for he; was considered a very 
gifted preacher. One of these was, on 
hearing Mr. Martin read the Holy Scrip
tures (Heb. xi. 6)," Without faith it is 
impossible to please God." he would add 
"Aye, and without faith, it is impossible 
for God to please you." About this time 
a touching incident occurred, which is 
ever fresh in my memory. Mr. Martin's 
mind had become unhinged, and one 
S~nday morning, on entering the chapel 
"'.Ith my mother, he was standing in the 
:us~e, crying for an apple which a child, 
in its mother's arms, was eating. One 
of the deacons stood by and said," Poor 
man! the golden bowl is broken." I 
must have been very young, for I have 
recollections of instinctively looking on 
the floor for the fragments. 
d Mr. Martin lived in the little house 

own the mews adjoining the stables, 
"'.here he died. The chapel was at that 
ti!Jle very different, the pews were much 
higher, and there was a sounding-board 
o,f•er the pulpit, which waR removed 
a ter Mr. Martin's death. The chapel 
Was lighted by means of candles, placed 
in small brass sconces, screw€d on the 

top of most of the pewP. and were 
snuffed twice during the eervice by the 
pew-opener. At that time the chapel 
was well-attended; several carriages 
were at the door on Sunday morning. 
Many of the seats downstairs were occu• 
pied by wealthy gentlemen, who, like 
the pastor, wore large, white wigs; one 
of them was Dr. Chevalier, who was 
physician extraordinary to the king, I 
well remember seeing him sitting in the 
pew where I now sit; another was Mr. 
Peter Bateman,a very wealthy man, who 
sat in the gallery. on the right side of 
the minister, and wore a pig-tail. 

There was no Sunday-school until 
after Mr. Pritchard came, who suc
ceeded Mr. Martin. 

I became I\ teacher in 1824, when I 
was 15 years of age, and remained until 
1829, when I left on niy marriage. The 
first schoolroom was a loft over the 
stables, adjoining Mr. Martin's house, to 
reach which we had to pass through 
the stables where the horses ,tood, 
ascending by a ladder, where a rope was 
suspended which served for a hand.rail. 
The children and teachers used to sit in 
the back seats of the gallery; the seats 
are now exactly as they were at that 
time. Miss Lowther was the superin
tendent of the girls'. and Mr. Welton of 
the boys' school. Mr. W. was a very 
useful man; he used to walk round the 
galleries always in the morning, during 
the whole of the service, with a long 
stick in his hand. Eight of my children 
were scholars in this school. 

The clerk used to read the hymns two 
lines at a time. and if any message was 
sent to the minister he would hand it 
up to him from the desk where he sat, 
by means of a stick with a slit in the end 
The table-pew at that time was always 
occupied by men. The congregation 
used to sit down during the singing. and 
stand with their backs to the minister 
during the prayer. 

One morning, about seventy years 
ago, it was found that the chapel had 
been robbed in the night, the thieves 
stole the silver communion service, the 
works of the clock, nnd drank all the 
wine in the vestry, and also took the 
best of the cushions and books. The 
communion plate was found some time 
afterwards at a pawnbrokers, and the 
clock later on. The thieves, I believe, 
were never discovered. 

[The above statement by Mrs. Steele 
was read by Mr. Wakelin at the 100th 
anniversary of the Church, as reported 
in our December number.] 

GURNEY.ROAD DORCAS AXD 
MATERNAL SOCIETY. 

THE seventh ann ial meeting was held 
on Wednesday, Dec. 12, the pastor, Mr. 
Ebenezer MarRh, preaiding over a well
attended gathering. The report showed 
that the Society was in a healthy con
dition, and was still active in its work 
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of faith and labour of love in the 
denselv populated neighbourhood in 
which'tbe chapel is situated Since its 
formation some four hundred cases of 
need had been relieverl, and at the close 
of the service about ninety parcels were 
distributed to the deserving poor. The 
maternal branch has also been a veri
table blessing to many, and under the 
kind and untiring energies of Mrs. 
Crouch still continues its blessed work. 

Brother Jonathan Elsey, in moving 
the adoption of the report. gave a prac
tical and faithful address from the 
words. •· Faith without works is dead, 
being alone;' and brother Chilvers, in 
seconding the adoption of the same, was 
sweetly and feelingly led to dwell on 
the preciousness of Christ. Deacon 
Cannings &nd the pastor also addressed 
the meeting. It was a happy gathering, 
and must have cheered the heart of the 
pastor, as we sought to remember and 
encourage "tho,e women who have 
laboured with him in the Gospel." 

Sl.:-F FOLK AND NORFOLK BAPTIST 
HOME MISSION. 

THE "~rd annual meetings were held 
on Wednesday, Oct. 17, at Otley. In the 
afternoon brother A. J, Ward, of Lax
field, preached an earnest a.nd most 
appropriate sermon from Acts viii. 4. 

In the evening the very neat and 
commodious chapel wa.s well filled, Mr. 
Edgar Roe, of Fra.msden, occupying the 
chair. Brother W. Ling, of Ipswich, 
engaged in prayer, and, after a. cordial 
and timely introductory speech, called 
on the secretary (brother Colls, of 
Beccles) to read the report. This 
clearly traced the growth a.nd working 
of the society. a.nd contained many 
tokens of blessing; the formation of a 
small church at Lowestoft, anrl. settle
ment of brother Daniel Bennett as 
minister there, being not one of the 
least, for very hopeful signs are already 
evident of the matter being " of the 
Lord." 

The treasurer (brother S. K. Bland) 
gave the financial statement, showing 
that nearly twenty of our pastors and 
other godly brethren have been aided 
in preaching the Word, and nearly one 
hundred village stations, grants having 
been ma.de them to this end amounting 
to £ 1G4 Hlo. ( exclusive of the Lowestoft 
Chapel), and tokens of divine approval 
had cheered many. Good hearty ad
dresses were given by brethren Harsant, 
Tooke, H. Reynolds, Ridley, W. Wilson, 
&c. 

HARWICH.-A social tea. and public 
meeting was held here on Thursday, 
December 13th. A very excellent com
pany were present, and addresses on 
some of the circumstances connected 
with the pilgrim's pathway were spoken 
to by Messrs. Morgan, Gurney, and 
Preston Davies (the pastor). 

PECKHAM RYE (ZION, HEATON
ROAD). -Amidst all the vagaries of 
circumstances that this sanctuary of 
truth has had these few yeara to pass 
through, it is sensibly heart-gratifying 
to find, under the strenuous efforts of 
the pastor, Mr. H. S. Boulton, and his 
fellow-helpers, that this cause is slowly 
emerging from under the grey mists of 
affliction to the sunny warmth of Gos
pel prosperity. Despite the much down
sitting the Church has passed through, 
they can still sing-

" Sal nit-ion rears the walls 
Of that truth-keeping race whom Jesus 

calls,'' 
and their glory is to go on their way 
rejoicing in the Lord, who a.lone bath 
quarried them out of the horrible pit 
and the miry clay, and made them to 
believe in the Word, and not in the 
vagarous teaching of the present day. 
To further, in some mea.sure, this pro
gression, special services in connection 
with the building fund were held on 
Sunday, November 25th, when the pas
tor preached to fairly good auditories in 
his own emphatically earnest style. In 
the afternoon of Wednesday, 28bh, at 
3.30, Mr. J eyes Styles, as venerable and 
patriarchal as ever, preached a:i 
unctuous and soul-lifting discourse 
from Paa.. xxxii. 6, by which he engaged 
the close attention of his audience all 
the way throngh. For a while time• 
delights were dispelled from the mind; 
yearnings after the coarser instead of 
the finest of the wheat were dissipated, 
and they who heard him-aye, the Gos
pel that he set forth as a shining star
humbly rejoiced within them. Cowper 
has said-

" Eas,, indeed, it were to reach 
A mansion in t.he courts·aboVe, 

If swelling words and fl•ient speech , 
Might serve instead of faith and Jove.' 

This may be true of some, but we are 
perauaded better things of those who 
heard his words whose fragrance re· 
mained long after he departed. The 
evening service, commencing at 6.30, 
after the tea so kindly provided by the 
deacons' wives, was ably presided oyer 
by Mr. Harrington, of Watford. Durmg 
this rnrvice brethren E. Mitchell, R. E. 
Seara, H. D. Sandell, T. Jones (of New 
Cross), E. White, and the pastor gaye 
stimulating addreeses. Before ~h1118, 
however, the deacon~ (Messrs. Via s 
and Banyard) spoke on the condition c,f 
the cause, financially and spiritually, 
and Mr. Banyard inadvertently refer· 
rino- to the ministerial brethren as. thhet 
cre;m of the denomination, brig 
repartees were passed as to _who the 
skim-milk of the denominat10n wdre. 
At the end of a bright and happy a:yt 
owing to the kindness of all present, 1 

was found that the collections were 
sufficient to meet the pre3ent diffic~tyt 
-J. KNIGHT, 18, Keaton-road, as 
Dulwich, S.E, 
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OUR AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES. 
BY MR. JAMES MOTE, 

/foll. Solicitor to the MetropolUan Assoclatlo11 of 
Strict Baptist Churcile-,, 

DEAit BnoTHER,-The primary reason 
of my recent visit to Australia., New 
Zealand, and America, was to take, as I 
suppose, a. last look at my children and 
their descendants located there ; but, in 
addition to this, I was desirons of find
ing how our brethren beyond the seas 
were, and to report the result to our 
brethren here on my return home. 

At Sydney I visited the church of our 
late highly-esteemed brother Allen, 
whose memory is dear to many in this 
land, who oherish a lively recollection 
of his zeal in his Master's service, of his 
great usefulness in the colonies, and of 
his unceasing liberality, and that of his 
Church, to the poor saints here. . He . 
was also a warm friend of your late 
dear father, a.nd highly esteemed him, 
of which fact you are no doubt well 
aware. 

My visit to Sydney last April was at 
a time of great commercial depression, 
the effects of which were being felt 
throughout the colonies, and reacted 
upon all the churches. 

The Church meets in Castlerea.gh
street, Sydney,a.nd is composed of a.bout 
sixty members, with a congregation of 
about the same number. Mr. F. Bedell 
is the pastor, who is a.lso the editor of 
the Australian Pa1·t-iculai· Bapt'ist 
Jfagazine (which is the only organ of 
our denomina.tion in the colonies). He 
received me very cordially, and I wa.s 
introduced to his dee.cons, and to the 
widow and daughter of our late brother 
Allen, all of whom were very desirous 
of knowing how we were getting on in 
the old country, and enquired after 
several of their friends now living here. 
They follow the sa.me order of worship 
that wedo here; a.nd in connection with 
their church is a Band of Hope for the 
young. 

After severe.I meetings with the pastor 
and dee.cone, in which they sought my 
advice with reference to certa.in ques
tions of church discipline that ha.d 
arisen in their midst, and also visiting 
their houses and pa.rte.king of their 
hospitality, I attended a farewell meet
ing at the chapel, in which I took pa.rt 
in the service, and then left, after the 
brethren had committed me to God in 
prayer, and besought His protecting 
care over me in my journey across the 
ocean to reach my native land. 

In the chapel is a. tablet erected by the 
Church to the memory of their late 
beloved pastor. Brother Bedell sent me 
a photo of it, which I beg your accept
ance of, accompanied by a. letter, of 
which the following is a copy:-

J. MOTE, ESQ. 
;\Jy DELOVED FRIEND AND BROTHER IN 
•1
1Esus,-Enclosed please find photo of our 
>clovcd pastor's tablet, at the bottom of 

whi<:h 1tre t,he word., whir:h I.he Lord .,r,0kc 
to his soul, which brought him into the 
liberty of the Gospel, and which had the 
effect of bringing him into the Lord'-; ~erviee 
too. for from that. hour he went :,.;traight 
home and preached Jesus, that He wa., the 
Son of God and the Saviour of poor :.;inner-1. 
The words on either side of this scripture, 
"Behold the Lamb of God that t,i,keth ,iw:iy 
the sin of the world."" Serve Him," are the 
last words ih,i,t fell from his lips, .inst before 
the Lord took his ransomed spirit to Him
self: and their fitness and applicability to· 
the first word the Lord spoke to him will 
doubtless be seen. He was, by God', rich 
fire and clistingui-ihing grace, a burning and 
a shining light, and we and many reioicerl, 
and rejoiced greatly at times, to walk in his 
light, for it was truly the light of life. We 
have on hand a large amount of MSS, which 
would make a large volume, and form a. 
very useful and edifying memoir of him; 
but in these times of great depression "e are 
prevented from publishing 1t for want of 
mean~. It would make a. large ,·olume, and 
be rather expemlive here. Perhaps it might 
be done cheaper at home. 

Well, my dear brother, I hope the Lord 
will be with yon and keep you, and hold you 
up in your goings out and coming:- in, and 
bless your visit to us, and make it a hlessing 
to yourself. I have personally to thank the 
Lord for yom· kind, wise, and godly counsel, 
which I hope may be of lasting senice to me, 
and with fervent love hope ever to remain 
yours in the bonds of theGospel-F, BEDELL. 

The following is a copy of the inscrip
tion on the tablet:-

THis TABLET 
Is erected by a mourning floc-k 

to the lllernorv of 
their late beloved and faithful Pastor, 

DANIEL ALLEX. 
Who for twenty-one years had the on,r,ight 

of this church, and was called to hi:, rest 
Hth Sept., 18lll, aged 66. 

By the distinguishing grace of his coYe
nant God in Christ Jesus, he wa:s raised 
up and sustained for forty years in the 
exalted position of a minister of the 
Gospel of Christ, whose name. truth, and 
sovereign grace gave bolclnes:-: to hi:-
character, fidelity to his principl0~, suc
cess to hi5 labours, sustained him in his 
last moments, and bore him through 
triumphant. The noble cause of Pro
testantism, temperance, nnll whatever 
aimed at the nation'5 welfare. found in 
him a faithful exponent and fr1enrJ. 

"Behold the Lamb of God,whkh ktketh 
away the sin of the worlcl.''--John i, :Zll. 

SERYE Hill, 

This ended my visit to the Church at 
Sydney; and, if you deem it worthy of 
a. notice in your magazine, I will send 
you particulars of my visits to others 
of our churches in Australia. 

Faithfully yours, JAMES MOTE, 
Nov. 7, l8il4. 

BUCKLEBURY SLADE, BERKS.
The Strict a.nd Particular Baptist Chapel 
in this neighbourhood has just been re
built at a cost of £112. For many years 
the news of free a.nd sovereign gra.ce 
ha.s been declared by Mr. Henry 
Coxeter, of Woolhampton, whose minis
try is still blessed to the comfort of 
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God's people and the ingathering of 
-elect vessels of mercy. The chapel 
stands on a common, with a few inhabi
tants near ; but, in spite of this, good 
cong-regations g-ather together to wor
,-hip on Lord's-days and Wednesday 
-e,·enings, sometimes the vestry having· 
to be used to acc(}Dlmodate the people. 
'The alterations just made hiLve long 
been felt to be necessary. The first 
building was of wood, now a subshn
tia.l brick structure ha.s been erected. 
Towards the cost of this the Church has 
raised £:{R (without the a.id of bazaars). 
A friend has advanced £a0, free of in
terest. and £29 remains to be pa.id to the 
builder. May I venture to ask for the 
practical sympathy of the readers of the 
E.\'. and G. H. in this important work 1 
Having been a. member of this ea.use 
previous to being transferred to tlie 
church a.t Old Brentford, I feel an in
terest in the proclamation of the 
glorious Gospel in that pa.rt of Berk
shire. There is no church of the ~ew 
·Testament order for miles around. The 
chapel is twelve miles from Reading, 
six from ~ewbury, and two and a.-ha.lf 
from Tha.tcha.m, on the Great Western 
Railway. May the Church under the 
JJ&Storal ea.re of our brother Coxeter 
grow, and his ministry which is now eo 
much appreciated, continue to be 
blessed. So prays-ROGER GRIMWOOD, 
,,. St. Peter's-sqnare. Hammersmith, W. 
[See advertisement.] 

TRE GOLDEN THREA.D. 
.A11nirrT.vrry Srrl'ire.-; nt Mount Zion, Chad11.•cll-

sfrt'Ct, Clcrkcnwrll. 
'THE 43rd anniversary meetings were 
held on December 9th and llth, 1894. 
LOVE seemed to be the golden thread 
which ran through the whole of these 
services, and a.t the close of them mnch 
·appreciation was expresee:i by all who 
were favoured to attend them. There 
·seemed to be quite a. revival, for old 
faces and new thronged the courts of 
the Lord. It was one of those anniver
saries which brought back sweet 
memories of the good old times of the 
late revered pastor, Mr. John Hazelton. 
The services were commenced by hold
ing a. prayer-meeting, presided over by 
brother Fricker and supported by the 
pastor and others, asking the divine 
blessing on the services, after which 
the pa.etor, Mr. E. Mitchell, preached 
from Pea.. cxvi. 12, 13. 

In the evening Mr. 0. S. Dolbey, of 
the Surrey Tabernacle, preached from 
Paa.. lxxxv. 12, and the Lord's presence 
was felt during both discourses. 

On the Tuesday following Mr. Kern, 
of Ipswich, preached in the afternoon 
'to an exceptionally large congre~ation 
from the words, · ·Having loved His own 
which were in the world, He loved them 
unto the end" (John xiii. I). The dis
coum, throu~hout was lou. After the 
ctea the public meeting was held, pre-

sided over by the p:,.stor, whose well. 
chosen sentences opened the meeting 
He said that he had heard of brethren 
who on occasions like these enter into 
a. minute description of the year's work• 
they have preached so many sermons' 
ba.ptize<l so many perdons, received sd 
many believers into communion, and 
they have married and buried so many 
people and have travelled so many 
miles, but the friends at Chadwell-street 
did not approve of that sort of thing, 
Nevertheless, they had much to be 
thankful for daring the year, and, after 
recounting some of the mercies re
ceived, brother Bush continued the love 
song- by speaking many and precious 
things from the words, " How excellent 
is Thy lovingkindness, 0 God! " (Psa. 
xxxvi. i,8). Amongotherpoint3brought 
.out were, ·• The love of God is boundless 
free. immuta.ble,and everlasting," which 
produced perfect satisfaction. 

Brother E. Marsh theli addressed the 
meeting from the words, "The Lord 
shall increase you more and more, you 
and your children " (Psa.. cxv. 14). He 
said : If this promise belonged to this 
Church it wa.s sure to result in pra.yer, 
which is only the outcome of the pro
mise given, and watchfulness must 
follow, for, if we truly pray, we watch 
for the answer. 

Mr. Philip Reynolds delivered a 
t~uching address on the love, pity, and 
compassion of Jesus, which formed 
another link in the lov.e-chain. 

A pleasing event took place a.t this 
juncture in the presentation of a hand
somely-bound set of hymn and tune 
books to brother E. Wallis in reco,rni
tion of his services as lea.der of the 
praises in God's house. Much surprise 
was manifested by that friend who 
tJnchingly tendered his thanks to the 
friends for their generous gift. 

Mr. Kern touched a sympathetic 
chord a.s he with much pathos dwelt 
upon the words, "And went and told 
Jesus" (Matt. xiv. 12). They, the dis
ciples, went and told Jesus, and that 
was an example for us ; they did n~t 
keep anything back, and there 1s 
nothing but what we ma.y go and tell 
Jesus at any time, for He is always a.t 
home, and He not only knows all a.bout 
the trouble before you tell Him, but He 
has a strong hand to help and a. heart to 
sympathise. After illustra.tin~ the sn~i 
ject fully, he invoked a blessmg on a 
in the Church, and hoped that brother 
Marsh's verse might be true in every 
sense. 

Mr. Sears dwelt upon the words of 
John. "We know that we do kno_w 
Him." First, we know that _H~ 1s. 
Then we know what He is. God 1s ltght, 
and in Him there is no darkness at a.I\ 
There may be spots on nature's sun, bu f 
there are not spots on the Su~ ~ 
Righteousness; all is bright, beau~ift~ 
and lovely in our God. Every a.ttr1bu 
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iB but a form of His love. You must 
empty the sea with a sieve before you 
can exhaust all the fulness of the 
glorious Gospel of the grace of God. He 
pointed out four or five wonders. 
J'a1·rlon : What a privilege and bles•
ing to know our sins are forgiven. 
God, for Christ's sake, bath for
given 7ou. How the grace of God 
shines m it I The next is more wonder
ful. Justffied: That my guilt ehould 
be actually taken away, transferred to 
another, and by Him put away, and I 
justified and looked upon as though I 
had never sinned at all; that is a Gos
pel mystery. Then sanctified and 
adopted into the family circle, and then 
something more wonderful still-gloi•i-;. 
fied,-but what that is we do not 
know. 

Mr. White then addressed the meet
ing, basing his remarks on Gen. xxiv. 
53 and drew some charming parallels 
between Abraham's servant and minis
ters of the Gospel. 

The services were all good, the 
speakers were good, the singing was 
good, and the collections were good, 
and the benediction closed one of the 
most remarkable and enjoyable anni
versaries ever celebrated at Chadwell
street. 

PAST AND PASSING EVENTS, &c. 
MR. T. J. CHILVERS, now supplying at 
Keppel-street, baptized for the first 
time on Sunday, November 25th. The 
first person he led into the baptismal 
pool was his own sister. 

"•" We draw attention to the case of 
Frederick Willie Ranson m our 
advertisement pages. If any of our 
readers have votes for the Deaf and 
Dumb Asylum, or know anyone that 
has, or can in any way use their in
fluence, we sincerely urge them soto do. 

* * 
Our aged and v~nerable friend and 

brother W. Flack, of Salem, New North
road, has been quite confined to his bed 
for some weeks. 

* * 
A cheerful note *has reached our ear 

from the Bell in the Ark down at" Old 
Dumnow" ; it is set to the tune of 
" Peace and Lovet with the refrain, 
" Free from Debt.' 

* * 
The Australian 'Particula,· Baptist 

for November, 1894, ~ives an interesting 
account of the openm~ of a new chapel 
at Ermington, on Lord s,day, September 
Uth, when Pastor Hicks, of Ryde, took 
the morning service, and declared the 
b_uilding opened by and for the Par
ticular Baptist Denomination. 

• * 
. Pastor Young, or* Lambton, preached 
1n the afternoon1 and Pastor Beedel, of 
Sydney, preachea in the evening. 

The services were continued on the 
following Tueeday, when brethren 
Beedel, Brown, Hampton, Hicks, 8pur
way, Young, and others took part. 
Several friends from Sydney were pre
sent. . . 

Glad Grundisbu~gh. Under the 
ministrations of our young brother 
Tooke, and by the gracious influence of 
the Holy Spirit, Grundisburgh is get
ting gladdened, and, while we thank 
the Lord for His servant, we give 
God the glory. 

THE AGED PILGRIMS' CORNER. 
HoRNSEY·RISE ASYLUM.-On Decem

ber 4th, Mre. Wilkinson, of Totteridge, 
kindly gave the inmates a tea, in com
memoration of her 80th birthday. Our 
aged friends spent a happy hour to
gether, and on leaving were presented 
by the ladies with bunches of flowers, 
Tea. was sent in to all who were unable 
to leave their apartments. 

• • 
In the evening 'Mr. E. Marsh, of 

Stratford, preached an excellent sermon 
in the Asylum Chapel to an audience 
comprised entirely of the Lord's pro
fessed people, a gathering which he 
designated as unique. 

• • 
* A few days before Christmas the lady 

visitors made their usual distribution 
of meat dinners to the inmates. The 
42 pensioners dwelling in the Camber
well Asylum were also remembered in 
other ways by kind friends . 

• • • One thousand three hundred and 
twenty-six pensioners, living in all 
parts of the country, are now upon the 
Society's books. The new year would 
be an excellent time for the commence
ment of subrnriptions, 7s. per annum 
giving one vote. 

* • • The Society's '' Quarterly Record " is 
gladly supplied for gratuitous distribu
tion. 

~litrtiage. 
DAMANT-HART.-OnNovember20th, 

at the Baptist Chapel, Mendlesham
green, by Mr. Devine, Alfred William, 
only son of the late Mr. Alfred Damant. 
of the White Hall, Debenham, to Mabel 
Fenton, eldest daughter of Mr, H. T. 
Hart, of Mendlesham-green. 

In JRemorhtm. 
ELIZABETH NEWSON died November 

30th, 1894, aged 57, Our sister was one 
of those that oould not read her title 
clear to mansions in the skies. She was 
a very poor, timid child of God, fearing 
she was not numbered among the living 
in Jerusalem, and never saw her way 
clear to join the Church. Speaking to 
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her one dav upon the subject, she said, 
"I know ·r love the Lord and His 
people : but O I want that assurance 
that He lo"<"es me." Thus she wa.s all 
her life•t-ime subject to bondage. 
A lthongh ~he lived three miles from 
the chapel. she would be there when 
health permitted. There was a Wes· 
leyan chapel ne.ar her own door, but 
there WM no food for her soul there, as 
she lo"<"ed a. free-g-race Gospel. Previous 
to her comin~· amongst us. she lived in 
London. was· a lornr of Mr. J. Wells, 
Mr. Ma~ter,;,,n, Mr. John Hazelton. and 
other minister,; of t-ruth. When she was 
not ablt> to i;r,,t to God's house she would 
re.ad the E.isRTHEX YESSEL, "Well's 
Sermons;· .. Daniel Herbert's Hymns 
and Poems:· which was often very help• 
ful to her. A week before she died she 
had a severe stroke of p&ralysis and 
could not converse with her frien.ds, but 
a friend sent a motto card with the 
words. "I will never leave thee nor for
sake thee.·· "Ah,'' she exclaimed," that 
will do for me to die with." which were 
almost her last words. We followed her 
mortal remains to their last resting' 
place. knowin~ that being 'absent from 
the body she 1s present with the Lord,'' 
-C. G. GREEN, Halesworth. 

PH<EBE DENNY, of Little Stonha.m, 
passed away to her eternal rest Oct. 24. 
She was a consistent member with us 
fifty-five years. She was c11.lled to change 
worlds rather suddenly. Whilst dress
ing in the morning she was seized with 
a fit, and expired about four in the after
noon, aged 82. She lea."<"es a. husband 
(9J) and family to moum their great 
loss. She has been much afflicted for 
some years, and unable to attend the 
earthly courts of the Lord. But it was 
evident to all who visited her how 
keenly she felt being deprived of meet
ing with the friends, to mingle her 
prayers and praises with theirs; and on 
the last Sabbath evening it was remark
able how · bright she seemed upon the 
things of God and eternity. We feel 
her loss, for a mother in Israel is taken 
from our midst. We sorrow not as those 
without hope. Our minister was greatly 
helped to improve the solemn event on 
the afternoon of the first Lord's-day in 
Jsovember, from Rev. xiv.13, a.nd much 
solemnity was manifested. Ma.y the 
dear Lord be pleased to follow with His 
blessing to the !'amily and those l_eft 
behind. The family have lost a prayrng 
mother,and the Church a willing helper. 
Ma.y the solemn event be blessed to 
many and lead them to Him who alone 
can s~ccour in the hour of death.-S. 
GRIMWOOD, 

Mr.J.H. FRANKLIN,of Chiswick,was 
well-known to many of our readers. It 
may be of interest to mention that he 
is" w-it/1 tlu· Lo,·d." He left the body 
on Oct. 15. 1894, after about a month's 
illness. ln July last his eldest son (24) 
was removed by death . a trial which he 

felt deeply1 and since that event he has 
gradually ta<ied away. In yea.re past he
took much interest in matters oonneoted 
with the Striot Baptist Assooiation and 
kindred work, but more recently he was 
led to see (as may be judged from the 
prefact> of his book, "Thoughts upon 
the Jews as a Type of the Elect Church 
of God''> that the path he was treading 
was 1111t according to the Word of God· 
and, heeding the Master·s call (2 Cor' 
"<"i. 1,.18, Solomon's Song, iv. 6, and on)· 
he was enabled to withdraw from the 
systems of men, and enter this path of 
separation (unknown to the many be
cause unsought). only to find that in 
true obedience there are heights and 
depths known only t:> those wlio pursue 
this way. For some years we have 
observed that his outward man was de
caying, and he wa.s also aware · of it • 
but, at the same time, it . has . been ou; 
joy to see the inward (spiritual) man 
grow rapidly. His end was peace.
EDWARD FRANKLIN .. 

JOHN. WILLIAM MARTEN fell asleep 
in Jesus on December 3rd, 1894, aged 64. 
His end was peace. He honourably.filled 
the office of deacon for nine years at the 
Acton Baptist Tabernacle. He will be 
greatly mis.sed. On December 8th ser
vice was held in the Tabernacle, :after 
which our brother · was interred in 
Kensal Green Cemetery. The funeral 
sermon was preached by the pastor, W. 
Archer, on December 9th . . 

THE LATE MRS. RUNDLE.-'rwo mis
takes .occurred in the notice of Mre. 
Rundle's death, on page 380 of December 
issue. The date of her decease should 
have been November 5, not October 5; 
and in line 12 from . bottom of column, 
should read Miss Buxton,ncit Miss Green. 

HIS PRECIOUS VOICE. 
BY JOSEPH FA YELL. 

"Thou that d wellest in the gard~ns, \be 
companions hearken to Thy voice; cause me 
to hear it.'·-sol. Song viii, 13. , . · 

THOU dwell~st in Thy gardens still, 
Thy vineyard, '\is a fruitful hill, 
The dear companions thither go 
They hear Thy voice and see Thee too. 
That precious Voice I love to hear; 
It stills my unbeli~f and fear, . . · ." . 
My wounded conscience heals, 1Lnd .. brmgs
Sweet peace and joy upon its· wings ... · 
How charming are those words and dear . 
When trials all around appear, · 
Which Christ in loving accent spa.kc, 
And still'cl the Galilean Jake. 
Let those dear words my fears control ,. 
When guilt hangs heavy on thy soul, . 
Then set my captive spirit free, ;, 
Say," Fear not, I have loved thee. 
And when the pulse beats faint and row, 
Earth's toys receding from my view, 
And Jordan's waves begin to sw,ell, 11 ,. 
Dear Lord, Hay then, ° Fear not, t18 we · 
Then let my happy spirit r,rove 
Her intercKt in 1•edeemmg ove, 
And joyful le,.vo this cumbrous clay 
For mansions of eternal do.y, 



ll[R. H. D. SANDELL. 

( Sei, pag~ 40.) 

l~t Juhliran'n Jra~rr. 
BY ED\\"ARD MITCHELL. 

"God be merciful to me a sinner."-Luke xviii. 13. 

THE parable in which our text occurs contains two portraits drawn by 
. ~he great Master-Artist ... The contrast between the pictures is 

str1kmg and instructive. They were both men, and went up to the 
temple to pray; so far they were alike,-in everything else they were 
totally dissimilar. The Pharisee prayed. like a fine gentleman, the 
publican as a needy smner; the one was enallloured of his own supposed 
excellences, the other deeply convinced of his own wickedness. From 
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t,he human standpoint the Pharisee was by far Lhe better man, but his 
pride and self-righteousness were a stench in the nostrils of his Maker. 
The publican most probably had been an abandoned charact.er, but his 
deep humility. genuine repentance, heartfelt prayer, and faith in the 
propitiation, were acceptable to God. There was no room for the God 
of salvation to do anything for the Pharisee ; he returned from t.he 
temple as he had gone, under the curse of the law. The publican was 
a fit object for the exercise of divine mercy and forgiveness, and "went 
down to his house justified." 

Dismissing the Pharisee, with al1 his fancied plumes, we concentrate 
our thoughts upon this prayer of the publican. We find it contains 
rt so!emt1 cn11ftssion. "I have sinned," is a serious acknowled"ment • 
"I'm a sinner," is a solemn confession to make before the gre~t and 
righteous Judge. It is, as it were, to put the rope round one's own 
neck. The position this man occupied-" standing afar off"; his atti
tude-" would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven": his gesture 
-" smote upon his breast "-all bear witness to his sense of the solem
nity of his confession. He felt that sin had separated him from God, 
that he deserved nothing but wrath, and the burden of guilt lay heavy 
on his heart. Mere lip-confesfion is a slight affair, but sin felt 

"Cuts deep beyond expression." 

Alas, we find but fe-.v thus sensible of their condition as sinners in God's 
sight. Man's misery is aggravated by his unconsciousness of his con
dition. " The whole have no need of t.he physician, but they that are 
sick.,. The disease must be felt before the remedy can be appreciated, 
sought, or applied. The experience depicted in this man is very salutary. 
It shows ns sin in its true colours, cau,es us to hate and abhor its very 
nature, while we justify God in His righteous judgment upon it, and all 
legal hope dies in our soul. 

"A sinner" (such as this) "is a sacred thing, 
The Holy Ghost has made him so." 

This prayer appeals alone to mercy. There is no attempt at self
justification or excuse. "God be merciful to me a sinner," or, as in the 
margin of the Revised Version, "the sinner." Excuses for sins proYe 
an unsound heart. Where the Holy Ghost has wrought effectually, the 
soul lies low in the dust of self-abasement, and regards itself as "chief 
of sinners." The futile efforts to cleanse its own sin ham been aban
doned. The leprosy is felt to have spread over the whole soul. Self
extenuation is no longr!' possible, and the only resource left is the free, 
sovereign, boundless mercy of God. It was only when the debtors in 
the parable had nothing to pay that their Lord frankly forgave them. 
God's mercy cannot be purchased, it flows freely from His heart, and 
flows freest to those who are most deeply sensible of their unworthiness. 

"All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him; 

This He gives yon, 
'Tis His Spirit's rising beam." 

Mercy and misery match each other. Big sinners speed better at the 
mercy-seat than little sinners. David made the greatness of his sin an 
argument for speedy relief. "For Thy name's sake, 0 Lord, pardon 
mine iniquity; for it is great." The wise surgeon gives first attention 
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to the patient most severely wounded. The philanthropist seeks out the 
cases of direst misery to minister relief. And so wit,h our graciou~ 
God-

"The poorer the wretch, tlie welcomer here." 

Our wounds and bruises are our best recommendations to the sinner"s 
great Physician. Our sense of misery apptals best to mercy. "God be 
uwrciful to me a sinner," is a prayer that cannot be improved npon. It 
is an ingenuous confession of our fault, an humble profession of faith 
in His gracious character and promises, and, like an arrow shot by a 
skilful archer, it speeds straight to the mark, and touches the heart of 
a merciful God. "He went down to His house justified." 

The offerer of this prayer liarl his r,ye on the merc_lJ·Ser!l, the propitia
tory. Under the Levitical dispensation all forgiveness came by way of 
sacrifice. Specially on the day of atonement the blood of the sacrifice 
was taken within tl.Je vail, and i:prinkied on and befcre the mercy-seat 
-the propitiatory. The word used in this prayer has been rendered by 
some. "God be propitiom to me a sinner." '' Without shedding of blood 
is no remission.'' God cannot act contrary to His own holiness, or do 
violence to His own holy law. J·ustice must be satisfied by the adequate 
punishment of sin ere mercy can relieve the ainner. God, whom we have 
offended, in His infinite love and wisdom devised the wondrous way in 
which " He is just, and the Justifier of sinners who believe in Jesus." 
This was shadowed forth in the old ceremonies by _the sacrifices. The 
publican's faith laid hold upon this, and pleaded for mercy on the 
ground of the propitiation. We who are favoured with Gospel light see 
this precious truth more clearly. "He bath made Him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him.'' This wondrous provision of the La•ub of God, who beareth 
away our sins, is the grandest display of the mercy of God, and affords 
a warrant for every poor burdened sinner to approach the mercy seat 
and plead for forgiveness, with the sweet assurance that he cannot plead 
in vain. 

"My faith would lay her band 
On that dear hea-l of Thine, 

While like a penitent I stand, 
And there confess my sin." 

In conclusion, we notice the comprehensiveness of this prayer. The 
portrait here drawn has been a matter of fact in the experience of 
millions. Though the parable was given primarily as a reproof to those 
who "trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised 
others," and is admirably adapted to bring down their pride, it is equally 
suitable for the comfort and encouragement of broken-hearted penitents. 
The words, though few, express all their need and deepest desires. Nor 
is their use confined to the seeking soul. The holiest saint on earth finds 
in them the expression of his need at the close of his holiest day on earth. 
• 1 God be merciful to me a sinner " will never be obsolete so long as 
living souls exist on this earth. Let us rejoice that this prayer is ever 
as acceptable to God as appropriate to us. All who from their hearts 
pray the publican's prayer here, shall assuredly sing the song of the 
a·ansomed above. Reader, is it thus with you ? 
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OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.-No. II. 
H. D. SANDELL. 

THE following is a brief account of the origin, &c., of Mr. H. D. 
Sandell, pastor of Ebenezer, Fulham, whose call by grace and to 

the ministry has recently been given in our pages. Our brother says :-

" I was born on April 22nd, 1848, in the parish of St. Saviour's, 
Southwark. My parents were then rather reduced in circumstances, 
having failed in business only a little while before, and being the 
youngest of six my prospects were not very bright. However, I was put 
to a good school in the Borough-road, where no doubt I should have 
remained for several years, had it not been for an unpleasant event that 
suddenly terminated my attendance there. An under-master in charge 
of the school had a great difficulty in obtaining attention, whereupon 
he became most severe, and I was one of the unfortunate victims who 
suffered for the wrong-doing of others, and therefore determined not to 
go again. 

'' After this I was placed at another school, but did not remain there 
very long. Being allowed to have my own way, I preferred going to 
work, which I did at the age of 14. How and where the Lord called 
me by His sovereign grace has already appeared in the E. V. & G. H. 
for August, 1894. After I was married I had the privilege of attending 
the ministry of such faithful men as the late esteemed John Hazelton, 
Mr. E. Vinall, City-road. I also frequently attended Gower-street. 
Being called under the ministry of M1·. T. Whittle, who was an 
Independent, my mind became rather perplexed in reference to believers' 
baptism. I now resolved to give up reading all controversial writings 
on the subject,-trusting to the Word of God alone to be my guide in 
this matt.er. 

" In the providence of God I removed to the north of London, in 
May, 1876, and through reading the Baptist Almanaclc I found there 
was a cause in W edmore-street, Upper Holloway. Having a strong 
desire to find a settled home, I became very much attached to the people 
worshipping there. When the church was re-formed, under the pastorate 
of the late Mr. H. Boulton, I was admitted as a member, August 7th, 
1879, and baptized by him at Providence Chapel, Upper-street, Islington, 
September 3rd, 1879 ; and was chosen deacon April, 1880, which office 
I continued to hold till 1894, when I was obliged to resign, having 
accepted the invitation to the pastorate of Ebenezer Chapel, Lillie-road, 
Fulham." 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
HoME AND COMMON THrnGs.-No. 2.-LIGHT. 

0- NE of the first comforts of our everyday life is light, and we feel as 
Solomon said of old, "Truly the light is sweet, and it is a pleasant 

thing to the eyes to behold the sun." Some dwellings situated in close 
and crowded neighbourhoods are not very light, and there the fogs and 
gloom gather quickest and linger longest, and to those who live in more 
favoured spots such abodes seem very uninviting and depressing. yve 
find artificial light very useful, but places that require such illumination 
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constantly, where gas or lamps must be always burning, arn neither 
healthy nor desirable; but there is always something invigorating and 
delightful in the clear bright sunshine, especially after a season of dark 
foggy weather. Our forefathers, in London at any rate, must have shut 
out a good deal of light with their closely-built rows of houses, small 
windows, and tiny panes of glass. The modern style of building is 
certainly brighter and more cheerful, and the best enliveners of the 
spirits are those that are natural and healthy-God's air and God's sun
light. But light i~ a symbolical word; that is to say, it illustrates and 
describes other things. 

In the daylight we can see everything around us clearly, if we have 
good eyesight; we can easily tell our way if travelling, or find what we 
are looking for, and so light comes to mean knowledge and understand
ing. We speak of the times when ignorance and superstition reigned 
supreme, as the "dark ages" of the world, and our own days are often 
styled the " enlightened nineteenth century," although there is un
happily much error and superstition prevailing now, and here, in our 
own highly favoured land; and it is still as evident as it ever was, that 
" the world by wisdom knows not God." 

Then darkness sets forth secrecy, and evil-doers talk of '' keeping " 
things "dark " which they do not want discovered, for light, both 
literally and figuratively, is that which shows matters and persons just 
as they really are. It is well in our natural homes if light in these 
senses of knowledge and straightforwardness is found, and things are 
'-' open and above board," as the saying is; fur deception and falsehood 
are miserable, as well as wicked habits, and lead to no end of unhappi
ness and sorrow. May you all have plenty of light in your dwellings. 
But my last paper spoke about another and infinitely better home, and 
there is certainly a fulness of light there, for "God is light, and in Him 
is no darkness at aU." Light in the sense of perfect purity, knowledye, 
glory, and blessedness, and light that gives light to enlighten others. It 
is said of the Lord Jesus that He" was the Light which lighteth every 
man," and He Himself declared, "As long as I am in the world, I am 
the Light of the world.'' The Creator of the glorious sun is Himself, 
the Snn of Righteousness, and it is in His light we see light. "That 
which doth make manifest is light;" or, light is that which manifests 
and shows things forth. 

In the dark neither beauty nor ugliness are visible to our eyes, for 
they were formed for the light, and artificial light is not always reliable. 
~any dyed colours appear quite different as viewed by day or night 
light. I have some wool flowers which are orange coloured in the day
time and a decided pink in the evening when the lamps are lighted; and 
I have known people who have bought things by gas-light, finding 
them altogether different to what they expected when examined the next 
day. And I am sure this is solemnly true in relation to spiritual things. 
~aul of Tarsus, the Pharisee, thought he lived in an atmosphere of light, 
sitting at the feet of the learned Gamaliel, well versed in all the secular 
and religious knowledge of the ,Jews. He thought he saw things very 
clearly, and knew '' what was what" very well indeed. He was in the 
l~mplight of human traditions, ideas, and prejudices, and it looked to 
h1~ as if Jesus of Nazareth was an impostor, and those who followed 
Rim fanatics and heretics. But a light from heaven above the bright-
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ness of the sun shone upon his heart as well as his eyes, and then he saw 
what a great and terrible mistake he had been making; and brought 
into God's kingdom, his whole life, and thoughts, and actions, were 
completely changed. Thus the uncertain light of reason often leads 
people astray, and conscience needs to be enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit of God. 

Dear young friends, have you received God's light? Has His holy 
Word been made to you a "a living bright reality"? Have you dis
covered that you are sinful, weak, and unworthy, and that none but 
Jesus can save and bless you? Do you see Him to be altogether lovely, 
and desire to know Him? If so, God who commanded light to shine 
out of darkness in the first creation has shined into your heart, and 
that light will grow and increase and give you peace, and guide you 
safely to God, to glory, and to heaven; for " the path of the just is as 
the shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day."· 
Oh, send out Thy light and Thy truth, dear Lord! let them lead us and 
guide us to Thy house, Thy people, and Thyself. Amen. 

THE MYSTERY OF AFFLICTION. 
BY JOSIAH MORLING, HIGH WYCOMBE. 

" There bath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God 
is_ faithful, who ~ill not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; bu_t ~ill 
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye· may be able to bear it. -
I Cor. x. 13. 

rrHE Word of the Lord aboundc; with many infallible declarati?n~, 
showing us how salvation is effected for us, and in us. That it 1s 

all of free and sovereign grace, from first to last, is manifest: the joint 
work of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: the God of 
salvation. Then there are many admonitions for regulating the lives of 
the saved. "Let your manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ." 
(R.V.). Encouragements and consolations also abound, from Genesis 
to Revelation. The Holy Ghost makes use of both admonitio_ns and 
consolations, for the accomplishment of His gracious purposes, with the 
elect. Admonitions and consolations are frequently linked toget~er. 
It is so here. The Corinthians were tempted to idolatry. Allurmg 
baits were being dangled before them. Read the whole chapter 
carefully, then the significance of the text becomes mo~~. apparent. 
The first eleven ven;;es show the force of the " wherefore m ver. 12. 
Ver. 13 serves to bring out the importance of the "wherefore". in 
ver. 14, in relation to the remaining part of the chapter. It is a 
grave inj astice to take any one portion of the Word, and separate 
it from its context, and expound it regardless of "the analogy_ of 
faith." Sue~ has many times been the case with this ~ext, makrng 
it say what it does not say, and what God has not said. Thus, to 
many, it has been made a stumbling block in relation to sad cases 
which occasionally occur. Our object in this paper is to seek, by the 
help of the " Spirit of Truth,'' to remove the stumbling block, rather 
than to attempt to give an elaborate exposition of the text. . 

First, then, let it specially be observed, it does not say, God will never 
allow any of His dear people to be affected by temptations so as never to 
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fall or do wron.lJ. For if so, who hath hope? "A jnst man fa11eth 
seven times and riseth up again." Instancr s a hound. The experience 
of every believer co_rroborates the truth. Noth withstanding the good 
Lord may very graciously preserve them from openly falling: but, not 
all! 

Temptation .mpposes the tempted one lo be in the posse.~sirm of their 
proper reasoning faculties, to have a knowledge of what is rit1ht and 
what is wrong, otherwise, moral accountability has no ,fouidation. 
These words were addressed to the Corinthians as "wise men," 
capable of judging what was spoken (ver. 15). But one bereft of his 
reasoning faculties cannot be regarded as a wise man, capable of judging 
the "the deep things of God." God is just, and He does not expect of 
His dear people what they are not able to perform. 

Again, tltere is a vast difference betwem temptations and afflictions. 
Is this sufficiently considered ? Many err on this point in connection 
with the text, making no distinction. True, affiictions may sometimes 
become the means of temptations. Affiictions are either physical or 
mental. Physical affiictions rnry. Their name is legion. They are all 
weakening and killing. No man, be he king or peasant, can long with
stand them. By strength of will, or robust constitution, some may hold 
out longer than othera, but ultimately affiictions conquer. Apople.ry is 
not the work of a minute or of an hour. It is simply the finishing 
stroke of the secret, and perhaps unsuspected, fatal worker on the brain. 
Syncope is only the stopping of the machine which had for months, 
perhaps years, been gradually, and it may be imperceptibly. slackening 
its speed. Paralysis is the loosening of the tent-cords by an unseen. bu" 
unerring, and irresistible hand. Some physical diseases produce me11tal 
derangement. In the height of a fever the patient sometimes raves, and 
the queerest things are SH.id and done, even by the godly : things, their 
dearest friends would perhaps shrink from telling them of, when re
covered, for fear of paining their sanctified minds. Some mental 
diseases 1come, it may be, apart from apparent, although not actually 
physical causes. Whatever the cause, how varied the effects! One wbo 
has lived in the midst of poverty, and now confined in a lunatic asylum, 
imagines himself a king, and his fellow inmates his subjects. A.nother 
dreams he is Prince Bismarck, and the room he occupies to be his state 
apartments. .A. third is gloomy, and to him everything wears a gloomy 
aspect. He fancies the best and proper thing to do, is, to get out of this 
miserable world as soon as possible. But who seriously lays to heart 
anything those poor creatures say or do ? We grieve over their sad 
condition, but know well they are not in the least accountable either for 
what they say or do. Yet, strange to say, if these poor, afflicted creatures 
(we speak of such as were evidently believers in .Jesus Christ) should in 
the order of the inscrutable but unerring provirlence of God be left to 
take away their own lives, some good people should have such grave 
doubts about their eternal safety, notwith~tanding all the previous and 
clearest evidence of their Christianity. Why should they so doubt? 
Surely we are not so far lo3t to right reasoning, and to a sense of divine 
goodness, justice, and righteousness, as to suppose that one me!ltal_ly 
deranged is considered an accountable being, or that their past faith m 
a precious Christ is now considercrl a thing of naught. Some cases 
which have come under the writer's notice are worthy of consideration. 
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() ae who was a lover of free and :,overeign grace, and for many years 
preached it, and for which purpose he probably travelled no less than 
15,000 miles, braving all weathers across a bleak country. There are 
many living witnesses that his '' testimony of Jesus" was, by the 
effectual operations of the Holy Ghost. made life and power to their 
souls. His character was consistent. He was always ready to exemplify 
his Christianity in acts of kindness and charity. Reverses in temporal 
matters set in ; he was obliged to relinquish his business. Instead of 
his usual cheerfulness, a sad, gloomy state came ornr him. A dreadful 
noise was almost continually in his head, which, he told me, distracted 
him. Poor dear fellow ! He was found upon his knees in the kitchen 
with his head in a pail of water. Dead! Another, who for many years 
had honourably sustained the office of deacon in a cause of truth. He 
was respected and loved. Under heavy trials of long duration, his 
mind gave way. He partly recovered; his conversation was spiritual. 
He went again to the house of God, and spake so blessedly of God's 
dealings with his soul, the people were melted into t.ears. Again he 
sank. It became needful to watch him, but he eluded the watchfulness 
of his friends. A search was made. Ah, sad find! Dead in a pond! 
Yet another case ; a woman whom I knew for many years, and always 
esteemed as a most consistent Christian : for many years a member of a 
cause of truth and of unblemished character. Heavy domestic troubles 
crushed her spirit. Afflictions and sorrows overbalanced her reason. 
While a trial was being talked over by the family she left the house. 
To the intense grief of the whole family, and of all who knew her, after 
many hours search the body of the poor dear was found in a river. 
Probably many of my readers remember similar cases. Dare we say, 
have we any right to say, or surmise, that their long years of consistent 
life of attachment and love to the house of God, to the truth of God, to 
the people of God, and evidently to the Christ of God, was all hollow 
hypocrisy? God forbid! We do not hold them up as paragons of human 
perfection, but we believe they were complete in Christ, and it w:ould 
perhaps be a difficult matter to find Christians of more unblemished 
characters than were they. Have we any more right to doubt the ever
lasting safety of those poor, dear creatures. than we have of tho~e. who 
have died of fevers and other diseases, which have produced delmum? 
Many of God's dear people have been favoured with thei~ reason till the 
very last, and numbers have been blessed with the enJoyment of the 
presence of their Lord, so as to fill them with ecstat~c joy (and O h?w 
desirable!), but thousands upon thousands who have lived "by the faith 
of the Son of God," on account of the nature of their complaint, have 
sank into a state of coma, and have been insensible for honrs, days, and 
even for weeks, before the end bas come. But in every case the disease 
bas killed them. A man in a state of somnambulism gets up in the 
night, falls from the balcony on to the pavement below, and is killed. 
Is it suicide ? Do the jury at the coroner's inquest think so ? Do 
they return a verdict of felo-de-se? Most decidedly not! Is, then, the 
poor creature whose reason is gone, through God"s afflicting hand, m~re 
accountable thau the somnambulist? A thousand times no. Not a whit! 
Physical diseases, then, take away the strength of the body. Mental 
afflictions take away the strength of the mind. Sometimes the former 
without the latter. Sometimes the latter without the former. Some
times both work together. In neither case does the affliction spring 
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out of the dust. They have not been of the patient's seeking. In many 
cases means were used to avert the issues. In other cases they came 
unexpectedly, and worked suddenly (speedily) and effectually. Prohahly 
in none could they have been avoided. As God does not hold the one 
accountable neither for the nature nor issues of the phy~ieal, so He does 
not hold the other accountable either for the nature or the issues of the 
mentat Many of the godly are to-day confined in asylums. They could 
not prevent their sad affliction- nor could their friends. We deeply 
sympathise with them and their friends, as also with those who have 
been so painfully bereaved. May our covenant God graciously Rustain 
and comfort them with the strong consolations of the Gospel and help 
them to-

for, 
"Judge not the Lord by feeble sense;" 

"P,lincl unbelief is sure to err 
And scan His work in vain ; 

God is His own Interpreter, 
.And He w,11 make it plain." 

If not now, in the light of heaven. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY M.A. J. 

·FOR some few months after the experience related in the lr.st paper 
· things went on in a very tranquil state. I was happy, and the 

friends who were the." pillars" of the Church were exceedingly kind 
and considerate towards me. Being blest with an active mind, I began 
to think much of the things I had heard the dear old saints talk about, 
for then " they that feared the Lord spake often one to another," Yes; 
and they talked very much about the way they bad been led; they spoke 
gratefully of deliverances experienced. They delighted to speak of the 
grace, love, and abundant mercy of their Covenant Head, which "passed 
before them in the way." The dear old pilgrims may be despised in 
these modern days of latitudinarianism; however, be that as it may, 
they bore the distinguishing mark of being the adopted sons and 
daughters of the Lord God Almighty. Verily, it was a profitable school 
for a young man to be in. 

While they spoke of things temporal and things spiritual, things 
providential and eternal, and of those divine spiritual blessings of joy 
and peace experienced in their souls, they also said a great deal about 
1/ieology. The great doctrines of the Gospel were precious to their 
hearts-I mean those fundamental doctrines of sovereign and unmerited 
grace. Well do I remember how keenly I felt my ignorance of these 
sublime things. The result of this feeling laid an absolute neces,ity 
upon me to search the Word. Strange as it may appear to many, 1 
possessed at that time no" Body of Systematic Theology," Gill's" Body 
of Divinity" had not fallen into my hands; indeed, I had never heard 
of the man or his works. The Bible and the EARTHEX VESSEL consti
tuted my library, and in them I possessed a rich mine of real spiritual 
wealth. 

It will not surprise my reader when I tell him that for the first two 
E 
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or three years I stood, as it were, between the two great doctrines offree
ll'il/ andfi·ee-pmce. These particular terms I have picked up from dis
courses I then heard from our pastor; but he being a man of culture, 
and myself the reverse, consequently I failed to grasp the sublimity of 
his utterances, so that I was very much like the pendulum, swayed from 
one side to the other. However, I made it a matter of prayer, and began 
a resolute investigating of the Word of God, until I had formulated a 
mini11t11re system of divinity for myself. I will give you the bare-bones 
of that very imperfect system, from which you may see how some of us 
older men had to feel our way as best we could. 

There was no question as to the fall of our first parents, and no 
doubt as to the existence of an evil being, whose sole object was the ruin 
and, if possible, to blast for ever the happiness of man. The very 
existence of sin, and the evil I often felt in my corrupt nature, was suffi
cient evidence to convince me on these points; and, further, the total 
depravity of the whole human family I satisfactorily proved from Scrip
ture and experience, and I have not been able to change these convic
tions in any way, only to get a deeper insight into them. . 

By long and tedious degrees I was led to see, and I trust, in a small 
measure, to rejoice in the covenant of redemption; that to me meant 
that God had chosen His beloYed Son to be the Redeemer of His people 
'' before the habitual parts of the earth were formed." That He also 
chose His people in Christ unto eternal salvation before the foundation 
of the world. Hence thoae who were chosen in Christ are in time effec
tually called by His Word and Spirit to a saving knowledge of His truth. 
They are cleansed by the blood, and justified by the grace of Jesus Christ, 
so that salvation from first to last is all of grace. This is the bare sub
stance of my creed formulated more than thirty year~ ago. And after all 
these years I feel that I have no other creed; neither do I want one, for 
truly, Christ alone is all my snlvation. During this long period I have 
read some little of the works of 0ur great divines, and I find that what 
they advance confirms what I, by dint of much labour, gathered from 
the Word myself; of course, mine is only a drop compared to their 
ocean. 

The writer had many battles to fight, and sometimes defeated, at 
other times victorious. Yet I can assure the reader that I have not, 
knowingly departed from those landmarks of truth, which has truly 
been the guide of my life, neither do I wish to. By the grace of God we will 
abide by the grand bulwarks of truth, and the pillars upon which the 
Church exists, and will continue to exist, until " Christ shall see of the 
travail of His soul and be satisfied.'' 

It is advisable that men should think out for themselves, and search 
the Word for their own personal instruction, so that they may know 
what as well as 1chom they believe. Moreover, such a course will balance 
the mind, fix the heart, and confirm our faith. If our rising men are to 
be strong, unmovable, rooted, and grounded, they must have a good 
foundation. To enjoy safety, we must realise the force of Christ's 
teaching; and to know what He taught, search the New Testament. 
The reason why so many are unsettled and unstable is because they do 
uot earnestly, prayerfully seek to know the fundamental verities of the 
,-,:lorious and unchangeable Gospel of our adorable and ever precious 
Teacher, Saviour, Priest, and King. 
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DEATH AND RE8URRECTION OF CHRu-\T. 
BY J. J. SAMPSON. 

"Thus it is written. and thus it behoved Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
dead the third day."-Luke xxiv. 46. 

WE have before us the words of Ilim who spake as never man spake, 
and this opening of the understanding~ of His apostles was doubt

less a circumstance they would never forget. Would we not rejoice if 
we could hear such an expositor of the Scriptures? yet if we consider 
Him, and search the Scriptures, we shall by His Spirit be blessedly led 
into the knowledge of Him, for He has promised that the Holy Spirit 
shall take·of the things of Christ and shew them unto ns. May He do 
so more and more, that our hearts may be found trusting entirely in Him, 
ieaning only on Him, and rejoicing in His great salvation. While on 
the way to Emmaus with His two disciples, the risen Lord expounded 
unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself, beginning 
at Moses and all the prophets. When He spake to the Jews He told 
them to "Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they which testify of Me.'' 

The apostle Paul also spent much of his time reasoning with the 
Jews from the Scriptures aad proving that Jesus iR very Christ. The 
prophets undoubtedly spake of a suffering Messiah and of a risen Messiah. 
lt behoved Christ to suffer, because by no other way could he buy back 
the people whom the Father had chosen in Him, and who had sold them
selves under sin. By their sins they had become debtors to the law, for 
the law demanded either a perfect and complete fulfilment or a forfeited 
life, the banishing for ever of the soul from all pleasure into an ever
lasting punishment and condition of woe. Thus it behoved Christ to 
suffer and bear the punishment due to those for whom He stood surety, 
they being utterly unable to make any payment. Again, it behoved Him 
to suffer because He had covenanted to redeem this chosen people and 
make them holy and pure, so that He might present them to the Father, 
not having spot nor wrinkle nor any such thing. 

It behoved the ANOINTED to suffer. " Thou shalt call His name 
Jesus, for He shall save Hit! people from their sias;" bat in the word 
Christ we have more than Saviour, for it is this title that adds validity 
to the work. Re is the Father's anointed Substitute, the anointed 
Priest, the anointed King. Nothing else could suffice the claims of 
Divine Justice; hence being the anointed Substitute, He must f'nffer in 
their stead and bear their sins in His own bodv on the treP,, The 
priests of old had animals and birds to offer, yet these could never take 
away sin; but this anointed Priest offered Himself, and so put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself. 

Christ s1;tfererl.-What He suffered noue can ever tell or arrive at 
any definite conclusion; but I am convinced His sufferings must have 
been most agonising. When we remember that He had all the sins of 
millions of the human race placed upon Him, being made sin for us, 
and bore the curse for each individually, being made a curse for us, and 
that the agony of a lost soul in hell is such that there is weeping and 
wailing, what must His sufferings have been as He endured this curse 
for each of His people? for if He redeemed them He must have paid the 
price for each. The high priest bare the children of Israel on his breast
plate and on his shoulders, and Christ bare His people individually in 
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Hi8 heart of ]O\·e and in His arm of strength, and with His omnipotent 
eye could view all of them; and thus it is written: "lly His knowledge 
sball My righteous sei·vant justify many, for He shall bear thei1· iniquities." 

It behoved Christ to rise from the dea~l the third da;r. Having 
finished the work He bad undertaken to do, God raised Chnst from the 
dead, pro,ing without doubt that His sacrifice was accepted, that full 
payment was made, that jnstice was satisfied, md that now there remaineth 
no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus. Yes! Jesus had 
covenanted to save His people from their sins, and having cried, "IT rs 
F1xrsHED," we ha,e confidence that He had saved them because God 
raised Hirn from the dead. Yet it behoved Christ to rise from the dead, 
that He might reign as the conquering King, in order to bring home 
those whom He i..ad saved, and thus give unto them all the blessings that 
He had received for them; and He is now exalted a Prince and a 
Saviour to give repentance uni o Israel and the remission of their sins; 
hence He pointed out that repentance and remission should be preached 
in His name. 

Grace is first and grace is last in all God's dealings with His people. 
Repentance and remission are to be preached in His name; were it other
wise, never would He have to dispense remission, for without His work 
in the heart none would have such repentance as is here mentioned. 
What encouragement is here for the labourer in the Lord's vineyardr 
N otbing can frustrate his Lord's designs, He bas brought in an everlast
ing salvation for His chosen ones, and will bless His own Word and in 
His own time give repentance unto each. The Lord Himself thus has 
inseparably connected these words, and has shown their connection with 
Himself, for He says, "Repentance and remission should be preached in 
His name." 

It behoved Christ to rise from the dead in order that He might 
ascend to His Father, to present His full atonement to Him and remain 
in heaven as our King and Priest. Yes, He must reign until He bath 
put all enemies under His feet. Many have been, and are, the enemies 
of Christ and His kingdom; but blessed be God, He reigns, and so the
prophet Isaiah was told to utter the word, " He shall me of the travail 
of His soul and shall be satisfied," and through our reigning King this 
shall be accomplished, for all opposition shall be overcome by Him. We 
have in John xvii. a sample of the intercession of the Saviour; and it 
behoved Him to rise from the dead in order for Him to fulfil all that; 
Moses had written of Him, and all that bad been typified of Him here 
by the high priest, who went year by year i!1to the holy ~lace t? make 
atonement and intercede for the people; so 1t behoved Chnst to nse from 
the dead in order for Him, as the great High Priest, to enter, not into the 
holy place made with hands, but into heaven itself, and not with the 
blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood, having obtained eternal 
redemption for us, and in order that He IllilY appear in the presence of 
God for us as our intercessor for ever. 

Come, then, ye who feel your need of an atonement, ye who feel your 
need of one to intercede on your behalf as a sinner far off from God, it is 
written, " He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them." We 
have not now to wait for the day of atonement to come round, which 
11ever ptrfected any, nor took away sins, but only reminded those so 
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engaged that sin was still with them; no, we have the glorious fact, through 
the resurrection of Christ from the dead and His ascension into the 
heavens, that He has offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, and by one 
offering perfected for ever them who are sanctified, and that He has sat 
down on the right hand of God; and do we not in our pilgrimage find 
need of this glorious great High Priest in His office as Intercessor? Are 
there not occasions in our lives when the Word cheeril us: "We have 
not a high priest who cannot be touched with the feelings of our infir
mities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let 
us, therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" ? 

It behoved Him to rise from the dead that He might fulfil His own 
word: "In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I 
.would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you; and if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; 
that wb,ere I am there ye may be also." 

Fellow believer, let not your heart be troubled, let not thy counten-
1tnce be sad as ye journey on, look not to the earth for your beloved Lord, 
look not into the tomb, for He is not here, He is risen, as He said unto 
you. Therefore, look up and rejoice in your risen reigning Lord, in 
your risen great High Priest, and remember that unto them that look 
for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation, 
then shall you know more fully than ever can be underatood here why it 
behoved Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and yon shall realise 
all the blessings in all thefo, fulness that flow through the life, suffering, 
death, and resurrection of the Christ of God. 

ORIGINAL LETTER. 
DEAR BROTHER GRINDROD (an old Pattie') iu faith and order, of the Order of 

the Gospel Nazarites, which Order dates as far back as 4000 B.C., when Adam 
the First and his changeable rib was ordained and put on the robes of the 
Order-royal robes of wool of Divine make (Gen. iii.), which, if it had not been 
a" free gift" (!ls the robe of Christ to the Church), he, Adam, after 900 years' 
labour, toil, &c., could not have paid for them (Rom. v. 16). We rea,l in 
Isa. xliv. 5, "One shall" (in Gospel clays) "call himself Jacob,''" and another shall 
surname himself Israel." Now, all :N"azarites are not princes, although some 
will be " king·s and priests." Israel means a prince, and this brother's full 
name (as was Jacob's) is Jacob-Israel, as we read of another good old Partic', 
called (Acts xiv. 5) "Simon Peter" from the stock of the "' Peculiar People" 
(l Pet. ii. 9). ' 

We may have the experience of a Jacob, but not Israel. We may have 
had a dream or two, but not seen, wrestled, and overcome an angel. "' e may 
·?ea father, but not an Abraham-i.e., a great father. Simon might catch fish 
m the sea, but it is "Simon Peter" that catches fish in the city-viz., 3,000 in 
a net that " brake" not. You will pardon me if I this day surname you Caleb 
(:'.llumb. xiv. 24)-a true heart. Caleb had many good ,1ualities. \Ye read 
he followed the Lord "fnlly," or with a true heart and "good spirit., : for 45 
years he was true and faithful, also he retained his strength am! was as stro?g 
at 85 as when 40, when he paid a flying visit to the Holy Lanrl (Josh. xiv. 
10, 11). 
. I look back to the first time we met in the wilderness (1852), o,·er -10 yea:s 

smce, and you are as strong arnl sound in the truths as the clay wh':n we·p~nl 
a Hying visit to " Mount Zion," (Tong-e) ( Heb. xii .. 22). And now tins ,h,y, like 
Joshua, Caleb's true eornp,rnion and brother spy, I bless you in the name of 
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tlw Goel of Israel (Josh. xi,·. 13) and Bethesda. even Xew Bethesda, where 
a11gels" call shall be your lot, and shall be to you a Gospel inn and "twopence," 
which is, grace and strength will be equal to your needs here and a place in the 
elect chorus of the hea,·enly temple, with the perfect singers in an endless song 
hereafter. Grace be to yon. Amen. 

I write to inform you that next Lord's-day I do not pay my expected visit 
to your Free-grace Hotel. I understand you will have quite a troop of Gadites 
(1 Chron. xii. 8-15) at that comer of the field that day-one lion-like free
g-mcer equal to 1,000 free-will priests,-while at another corner of the field 
there is not even a left-handed Benjamite ; so I pray you let thy servant take 
the bow and sling to that corner; perchance the enemy may be on the qui i:ive. 
You will have Suttle, Whindall; Hope, Drousfield, Fletcher (add Knott and 
Caleb, who is Robert), with so much talent, sons of prophets and sons of 
thunder, &c. ; you can spare one wt,w is not even a son of a prophet, but a 
l'Ordwainer hy trade, and, to fill itP time, gather figs ( odd texts) that the 
parsons overlook (Amos vii. 14) which by-the-hye make some grand elixir 
which is in good demand and only:obtained.at 209, A. N. R. City. 1st. In 
Commander Suttle you have a hostJ but, like Issachar, he needs help or rest. 
8trong as he may be to-day, for even three burdens (Gen. xlix. 14, 15) he will 
welcome the heavenly rest and p~ant land. 2nd. Guard Whindall, ever 
ready, he is our Othnil, who, \\'.hen n~ds be, he can storm Debir and lead the 
people (Josh. xv. 13-19). 3rd. Recorder Knott may be in the camp; he is 
on the staff and of a noble house (Scotch), "men who know the signs of the 
times" (1 Chron. xii. 32) ; he can explain to us the knotty questions of the 
(.Jneen, Moses, and Christ. 4th. Elder Drousfield will take command at 2.30 ; 
he iR one of these odd men who is in place in the desk, chair, class, or pew; he 
also has seen the Holy Land, but did not go under the "stream." When he 
gets on this side of the flood he shall sit at the table in New Testament order. 
5th. Our Brother Good Hope, who has a large heart, and, like good Lazarus, 
has two worthy sisters that always attend him (Faith and Charity). I hopo 
that your hope may be raised when Brother Hope addresses the som; of Hope 
on the Holy Laml, a type of the heavenly we hope to· gain. 6th. Perchance 
our wandering brother Fletcher, who, seeing so much, got confused and 
became the subject of grave ornisHions, is somewhat like the noted Ahimaaz, 
who, after a quick run, had to turn aside and Htay a while before he ran again 
(2 Sam. xviii. 30). 7th. Caleb, who also is called "Hobert," who ever abides 
l,y the stuff, facing the foe at every turn, like one of David's true followers. 
Go,l-willing, I shall be at another corner of the fiel<i called "Zio11'11 Hill," and 
the prospects from this hill has been to me like MoseH on Pisgah, and like Peter 
aml James on another mount with a two or three more Partic's, said, "It is goo<I 
to be here," and at night I hope to dine on the "fatted calf," "Pa11sover 
lamb," " venison of the mountains of Bether," matchless breacl and water an~ 
wine, with grapes and apples of the first vint~ge, &c.; and if any need 1!1od1-
cine, I shall take a few bottles ( extra good) d!l"ect from the great Herbalist at 
Gilearl (Jer. viii. 22). Hope to have a fresh supply before Christmas, when I 
viHit your free-grace surgery ; they will be direct, and made of the best of 
herbR-viz., "Plant of renown," "the forest of Lelmnou," aml "the roses of 
Sharon," &c., anrl, to give them the proof Htrcngth, we pnt a few drops of 
eternity into them, without which 11one arc genuine. 

YourH truly, (WM. ll11t·)w1s11) AMus. 
November, 1894. 

8ooiety for. tlte Reli1f of Necusitous 
Protestant Minister,, thefr IV-idow, and 
Orpl1a111. The twenty-second Annual 
Report of this excellent Society is now 
before us, which speaks of much good 
work done iu relievmg the Lord's faith
ful yet needy servants, widows, &c. The 

Society ia well worthy the support and 
sympathy of all. It has on ite ooounittee 
many of the leading ministen of truth 
in the great metropolis, inoluding
Messra. Bradbury, Dolbey, J. E. Haz~l· 
ton, E. lllitohell, Pepper, Rundell, Sin• 
don, and W. J. Styles. 
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THE LATE JOHN BRAND, OF WICKHAM MARKET . 
.A Brvf MNRtnr oftlle late J.,A,i Brand, ,if Wickham 1lfarket,so11 ofth,· late Joseph 

Bra11d, U.e fait/tf11l Paat,•r ttl tl,~ Chu1·rh at B1tngay, Su.ff"olk. 
"The memory of the just is blessed." 

Ol'R departed brother was born at Tlmndersloy, Essox, on August 8, 18-rn. 
While the in0uence and t:11ining of his gorl!y parents (to whieh he_ oft_eu 
alluded) was not lost upon him, he soon gave ov1denco that he was horn m s111, 
though presen·ed from going to the excet1t1 of wicko1h1ess to which m1iny hn\"li 
gouo. From a child there were exercises of rniiul concerning his stl\to a,.. a 
sinner before God. The work of grace in his soul was of gradual development. 
He could never point to anr, special time or place whore it wns heguu, nllfl thi,.. 
wn,i, at times, all through life a trial to him. Ho ru1H snid thnt very often, when 
iu the company of other young moo, the thought would powerfully strike hi111, 

"IIIY FATm:R 18 PllAYISO 1'"0ll ME." 

Hi11 ufter life w1111 a living answer to thofio parontul prnyorH. Ho w11l"I nppn•w 
ti'""d n11 a youth to Mllilsrs. Garrett & SouH, Engiuocrs, Leisten. After hi,i 
npvrenticeship he removed to Wickham Market, and thou to Loudou, whorn it 
was his privilege to sit under the miuistry of the Into l,olovud Joll!l lfazelto11, 
which wus made a great blessing to him; hero it wnH his thirt1ty soul would 
,lriuk in the water of life, and while " hopiug agaiust hope," tho denr Gospol 
111i11i11trr of dear brother H. was l\ great comfort to him, while tho spirituality 
of Gods law wa11 in him a condemning power. 'l'o the last monw11ts our do,1r 
brother IO\·ed to speak of the seasons spent under thi11 miuistry, aml toll of his 
lorn to the Lord's faithful servant. 

He returned to Wickham Market, aml on JanW\ry 8, 187:l, married Mntilda, 
daughter of the late Robert Bird, BaptiHt Miuistor, Huttles1l011. E11tori11g the 
serviee of Messrs. Whitmore a1ul Biuyou, he WIIH ,won plul'ed i11 the reHpouHihle 
position of general foreman, whieh he held with houour to the laHt. During the 
early part of his marriage he attended u111ler the ,pnHtornte of Mr. Jackson, a 
uwn of God, who proclaimed a full Chri»t to empty 11i1111er11. lie nlway,i Hpoke 
of him with great re11pect. Mr. Jacksou',; HUcceHH0r was II duty-fuith 1111\111 n11<l 
our brother was often compelled to withi;ta111I him to the foco. Unnhle longer 
to get food for hi11 soul here, he walked over to Char11ticld. o.nd there found a 
settled rest. and has left the ,mvour of a Hwcet serviec l,ehi111I him. Here, 011 
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( l<'t,1her :2R. 1 ~77. Ji,, was haptiz,,,1 h~· brother Grimwnn,I, 110w of Stonham, am! 
thl' followi11,s:· 111onth "·ns, with his rlear wife (who waH rlismiA8erl from the 
Chnreh nt Hal<·swnrth), n'ceh·ed into the fellowship of the Clmrch. 

H,· he,·:1111<1 superintendent of the Sunrlny-school, nnrl to the last evinced a 
rle,•p loving- i11tcrcst in the work. \\'ill not some of his old scholarn, as they read 
tlH•sc lines, rPcnll many a happy season with him, am! treasure up his plain nn,l 
foithfnl teachin!!·, 11otahly, perhaps, that powerful adrlress of his on 

"CHRIST THE IIIDJNG-PLACE," 

during a sen,re storm one Lord's-day afternoon? On August 4, 1878, he was 
called to the office of deacon, and fillerl it "well." His fellow deacon, brother 
".,·1nonrls, writes me," I have known him eleven years, and have been n close 
associate "·it.h him, nearly all that time having gone to the house of God with 
him. and ah,·ays found him to be a man that I could look up to for good sonnd 
connsel and judgment; and he was blessed with nn extraordinary retentive 
nwmory: he sustained his office with uprightness and integrity until the·day of 
his ,ieath. 

In 1886. our denr brother was called to pass throug·h a heavy trinl in the 
loss of his loved compauion. After a most trying afHiction she entered her 
<'t.ernal re8t on AngL1st 4. Sweet to the memory of the writer are some of those 
hall,rn·ed seasons spent at her bedside. Hers was a choice spirit, deeply taught 
in the things of God. Two sons and three daughters were left to mourn her loss. 

The Lord, howe,·er, graciously appeared for our brother and again found him 
a true help-meet in the person of Janet Johnson Irving·, of Dumfries, Scotland. 
Thl'y "·ere married by the writer at Framlingham, on December 27, 1887. The 
Lnr.i comfort our dear sister in her deep sorrow. 

Our brother was the first to propose the enfranchisement of the chapel at 
Charsfield, and in a few months was raised the sum of £78 6s. 5½d. for that pm
pose, and placing the building in the hands of new trustees. 

In January, 1894, he was sent out by the Church to preach the everlasting 
Gospel wherever the Lord might open a door for him. He bears his witness to 
its power now in "uobler scenes above" 

For several months before he died, he was in a very weak state, and it was 
evident that an internal complaint was getting the mastery, though he was never 
clo8ely confined to his bed. As he expressed a wish to see me, I hurried down 
by the first train on ~fonday, Xovember 26, and spent a few hours with him. 
'\'i'hat a change'. The strong man bowed in weakness, ·and the end evidently 
near. Oh, what glory filled his soul as he conversed on the truths of the ever
laoting Gospel! To a!l who visited him he talked of his Lord, nnd the power of 
His grace. His tongue was as the peu of a ready writer. He was dwelling in 
the Yery precincts of heaven. · 

In a most touching letter from his dear daughter, Annie, in which she 
rec:alls that loving father's wise cow1sel, the joy of her Christian home, the 
privileges of family worship, &c., she names her last visit with her brothers and 
sister to bid the dear one farewell, and adds, " I shall never forget, when we 
were all in the room with him, the expression of his face when he said, ' I cannot 
tell you, my children, how precious Christ is to me now, nnd the truths of His 
Gospel are indeed a solid reality.'" · . 

About two hours before he died, he asked to be laid comfortably in bed, 
saying he would "try and get a little sleep." On his dear wife then asking if 
Jesus was precious, he exclaimed, "Precious! Ah! He is indeed. ~iy joy is 
almost more than I can bear; and He will be precious to ~·ou too." These were 
his last words. From that calm and peaceful sleep he awoke no more to a 
world of sin and suffering. Oh, blessed sleep, from which none ever wake to 
weep! This was Monday, December 10. 

On the following Saturday the mortal remains were laid to i·est by brother 
Sug·gate in the presence of the sorrow-stricken widow and family, a large con
cuurne of people, with 111a11y from the bereaved Church at Charsfield, also the 
principals of the firm, Messrs. \Vhit.rnore and Binyon, with the workmen 
a1ucmg whom our brother had long laboured. 
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Drother S11g-gi1to improved the solcrn11 event th(, follnwing- Lc,rd's-day, ,it 
Charnfichl, from the words," He being dead, yet spcakr:th." 

On th1] Sfltunlfl.Y ere he depnrterl to his rest, our rlenr brother sr,/ernnly n nd 
earnestly eommittcrl to his henverily Father's care his dear wifo, r:hilrlrr-11-then 
the cnusent Charsfield-anrl last his dear aged mother. The Lord ;ihnnrlnntly 
answer those solemn plearlings of His dearly-lover! serv;int, prn.ys E . .HARHlf, 
Strntforrl. 

THE LATE MR. H. G. MAYCOCK. 
EHE the year 1894 closed, our long-known ancl highly-esteerncrl brother Hiram 
George Maycock was "called up higher." As we prnpose giving his portrait 
and sketch next month, a brief refere11ce will now only he made -to the event. 
Suffice it to say, our brother rleparted exclaiming, ",Jesns, precious Jesus.'' 
The funeral took place on· Thursday, January 3, lR:li>, at '.\'"m,hea,1 Cemetery, 
when.brethren J. W, Banks, G. Palmer, J. Sanders, W. Liggood (Bexley), H. 
Burbridge, and A. H. Brooks, took part. 

A more retiring and, at the same time, a more elor1uent preacher of the 
Gospel of the grace of God we have seldom met ·.vith. He was only happy 
when meditating upon and setting forth the wonders of redeeming grace and 
<lying love. He had the special gift of gaining the attention of his hearers 
and holding them spellbound, while he poured forth in telling strains the sweet 
theme of salvation by grace. Look for a fuller account next month. 

THE LATE WILLIAM OSMOND. 
THE announcement of the departure of our devoted and loving brother William 
Osmond to the heavenly Canaan took us somewhat by surprise. The event 
took place, as will be seen in the annexed account by brother Goodhe"-, secre
tary of the Church at Ebenezer, on Tuesday, January 8, 1895. As a sketch of 
the origin, call by grace and to the ministry, with a portrait, appeared in our 
September number, 1892, there will be no necessity for a recapitulation, a con
cise summary will be sufficient to refresh the memory. 

William Osmond was born in the parish of Berrnondsey, J nne 26, 1825. 
He was the subject of many providential cares, being preserved from sudden 
death on two or three occasions. Very early in life the Holy Spirit wrought 
on his heart, through the instrumentality of the Sunday-school at Jamaica-row, 
Bermondsey, where Mr. Dovey was pastor. After Mr. Dovey left, onr 
<leparted brother attended Unicorn-yard;~ooley-street, under the ministry of 
W. H. Bonner, by whom he was baptized. 

Removing from Bermondsey to Stoke ~ewingtou, he joined the Church at 
l\fount Zion, Matthias-road. Here brother Cornwell and brother William 
Osmond became acquainted, and at this place they both began and went forth 
preaching the Gospel about the same time. They remained staunch, unflinch
ing -friends till death broke the tie. It was meet, therefore, that brother 
Cornwell should deliver the address at his funeral. William Osmo11d's first 
pastorate was at Bethel, Hoxton; fer nearly seventeen years he preached here, 
and during that time baptized above a hundred persons, brother Copeland, of 
Croydon, being among the number. Leaving here he went to l'armel, Wool
wich, for three years. His third and last pastorate was at Ebenezer, Elthorne
road, Homsey, where he dwelt in the hearts of a fond am! loving people in 
peace five years. Deceased was a frequent visitor to the Aged Pilgrims' Asylum, 
Homsey-rise, and was much appreciated by the inmates. At the Saturday 
evening· prayer-meeting in the asylum, when brother John Hodges presic!e(!, 
onr departed friend often gave the address. 

MEETINGS AT ELTITORNE-RO.rn, HORNSEY-RISE. 

Sad, indeed, were the circumstances under which the special sel'\'ices were 
held in commemora.tion of the fifth anniversary of the pastorate of Mr. \\'. 
Osmond; for instead of preaching the two sermons on Sunday, January 6th, 
il8 announced, he was laid very low 011 a sick bed, lint we wert' not witlrnnt 
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hope of his recovery. Mr. ,v. "'est preached instead, in the morning· from 
J(lh11 viii. 12: "I run the Lig·ht of the world," &c., and in the evening from 
Lnke x. 33, 34, on the good Samaritan. The services were continued on 
Tue~day. the 8th inst., but when it was known that onr dear pastor had 
d0parted this life in the early morning of that day, the sorrowful effect and 
i-:·loom felt during the day can better be imag-ined than described. However, 
Mr. F. C. Holden was enabled to preach in the afternoon from Isa. xii. 9, 10, 
t() the profit of many. In the evening a public meeting was held, presided 
o,·cr hy G. F. Gray, Esq.; two deacons gave a few particulars of our pastor's 
last days and close of his mi11istry, which came with unexpected shock to 
many on arriving at the chapel. Mr. Gray made a few opening remarks from 
I :',am. xvi. 12: "And the Lord said, Arise, anoint Him, for this is He;" Mr. 
Langford followed from Psa. xkiii. 14: "For this God is onr God for ever 
and ever." &c.: Mr. Beecher next, from Exod. iii. 12: "Certainly I will be 
with thee"; Mr. Parnell, Isa. xiii. lG: "I will bring the blind by a way that 
they knew not": Mr. J. ·w. Banks, Heh. xiii. 1: "Let brotherly love continue"; 
Mr. H. F. Noyes, Dent. xi. 10-12, on the goodly land promised to Israel. All 
tl,e seITices were solemnized under the cloudy dispensation we are passing 
through, yet they were proved to be sacred and with spiritual profit. The 
eollections were good, and intended for the pastor, but would now g·o 
toward cost of his funeral. , 

The funeral of our late pastor took place on Monday, 14th inst., when 
a large number of sympathising ministers and friends assembled in our chapel, 
where a short service was held, the polished oak coffin being in the view of all. 
Mr. R. E. Sears presided, Mr. Holden read selections from Scripture, Mr. 
Rundell prayed, and Mr. Cornwell gave a short address, and suitable hymns 
were sung. On arriving at Abney Park Cemetery, 

"' Earth to earth,' we lay to rest 
All that's mortal of our friend,'' 

was mournfully sung. Mr. Langford delivered a concise eulogium in 
memory of the departed, and Mr. E. Beecher offered solemn prayer. After a 
last look into the deep grave, the mourners dispersed. We feel that Rev. 
xiv. 13 is applicable to our late dear pastor. 

The hymns used were from the pen of the late VI'. ,vinters. Brethren 
Parnell, Burbridge, Griffiths, and Noyes, also took part. H. D. Sandell and 
several other ministers were present. 

THE LATE GEORGE WEBB. 

G ENIA.L, kind, true servant of the Lord, 
E ver beloved by all who knew him here ; 
0 n through long years he laboured, but His Master's word 
R emoves him from our sight. Shed not a tear; 
G rieve not for him : bis happy soul's at rest-
E ver he reigns on high among the blest. 

Without a pang of suffering, but had been 
E ngaged in honouring that dear name, 
B orne on the wings of love (and all unseen), 
B right angels for his ransomed spirit came. 

West Ham. R. RAYlilSFORD. 

GLAD TIDINGS FROM BULL. 
AT" Ebenezer" Stl'ict Baptist Church, Hull, on Lord's-day, Jan. 6th aud 
following day, the second auniversary of the above Church was c(llebrated. 
The services and meetings were well attended, and proved a season of joy to 
the members, and of thanksgiving to an ever kind, gracious, and covenant
kE,eping God, for His "abundant mercy" to us as a Church and people, in 
" begetting us again to a lively hope by the resurrection of our Lord and 
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Haviom JcsuH Christ from the dead''; miiting HH in tl,c honrls of Churcl, 
fellowship; blcHsing the observance of His Gospel ordinances as instituted by 
the Savionr while sojourning here helrm·, anrl causing many to exclaim with 
the "sweet singer of Israel,"" How amiable are Thy tabernacles, () Lorri of 
hosts. . . . Blessed are they that ,\well in Thy hotrne, they will be still 
praisi11g Thee." 

Truly, we have been graciously privileged to erect another "Ebenezer" 
upon our homeward way. Since this young and growing cause of truth com
menced on Jan. 1st, 1893, the Lord has "given testimony to the word of HiR 
grace " by leading precious soub to realise their lost aml undone condition by 
nature, and drawing them to the feet of a dear Redeemer to cry for mercy: to 
receive pardon and peace through the application by the blessed Spirit of the 
merits and efficacy of His precious blood, and by delivering such from the 
bondage of sin and death, and bringing them into the "glorious liberty of the 
children of God," as well as by enabling them not only to testify" how great 
things the Lord has done for them, and had compassion on them ''; but also 
to "arise, and be baptized," and to enjoy the hallowed blessedness of obeying 
the dear Saviour's command: "This do in remembrance of Me." 

The Church began with seven members, we are now fifteen, with a regular 
Lord's-day school of over forty children, and a well-attended young people·s 
Bible-class. During these first two years six believers have been baptized. 
"Surely goodness and mercy bath followed us." ·we are again favoured 
with the genial presence of our friend and brother H. E. Greenwood from 
Halifax, who conducted the anniversary services, preaching· on Lord's-day 
morning from Acts x. 42, 43, when he dwelt more especially upon the exer
cises of soul experienced by those whom the Lord equips and sends out to 
preach the everlasting Gospel. 

In the evening his subject, based upon Mark iv. 26-29, was the seed sown 
and the growth of grace in the hearts of the Lord's dear people. At the
preaching service on Monday afternoon his theme was the "abundant mercy" 
of our God (1 Pet. i. 3). An excellent tea succeeclerl, and later a public 
meeting opened with the hymn (Gadsby's 320): 

"God moves in a mysterious way," 

prayer, and the reading of Psa. lxxxiL, after which Mr. Greenwood spoke from 
the Lord's charge to Joshua i. 7, 8, upon the paramount importarn.:e of indivi
dual, diligent, prayerful study and meditation upon God's Word, so essential in 
this day of erroneous teaching, and light and frothy literature, as the secret 
of spiritual prosperity and success. 

Addresses, interspersed with hymns, were also g;ven by brothers Easter
brook, Sharpe, and Kirk, the chairman, brother Boden, concluding with some 
general remarks upon the manifest tokens of the Divine blessing vouchsafed 
during the year, and calling attention to the necessity of making a r.:onstant 
and continued preparation with the ,·iew of obtaining a chapel of our own, the 
services being hitherto conducted in a hired room. An intimation o~ the fore
sight of King David, recorded in 1 Chron. xii. 14, was recommended, a fuml 
having already been started in the Sa,ings' Bank for the purpose, to which all 
smplus proceeds of the anniversary will he added. 

Strict Bapti&t Mission, Thirty-third 
Annual Report, 1894. Free on applica
tion to the secretaries-Mr. Briscoe, 58, 
Grosvenor-road,Highbury, N.; Mr.J.R. 
Wakelin, 33, Robert-street, Hampstead
road, N.W.; or Mr. F. J. Catchpole, 11, 
Jerningham-road, New Cross, S.E. The 
report contains every information about 
the Mission, 11 map showing the Mission 
Rtations. A list of subscribers, collections, 

&c., &c. The Report is also full of in
terest, and we are snre, if our readers 
procured a copy and carefully perused 
it, it would be the means, under God, of 
awakening sympathy on behalf of the 
work abroad, and strengthening the hand;, 
of the committee at home. 

The .Australian Particular Baptist 
Magazine for October is increasingly 
interesting. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

~ttict ~aµtist J,ftlission. 
FoR a long- time we have been looking 
to Go<l for men to go forth into the 
.Mission field, but the answer to our 
prayer was delayed; far from being dis
couraged it was resolved to pray more 
mrnc.•tl!i, an<l Monday, November 19th, 
18114. was set apart for an all-dau pray_cr-
11u·din,IJ; and for twelve hours and a 
half the column of intercession ascended 
up to God: Se,enty special petitions 
were presented to God for a man! 

A.nd tht man has been _qivcn. On Dec. 
7th. 1394. an offer of service was broull'ht 
before the committee, from a brotner 
riualified for the work. We gratefully 
accepted his offer, believing it to be in 
.answer to prayer. Our beloved brother 

SAMUEL HUTCHINSON. 
a member of the Church at Chadwell
street, has been appointed Superinten
dnd of ou ,. Jfission-in India and Ceylon; 
and our young and devoted brother 

ERNEST ALFRED BOOTH, 
a member of the Church at Homerton
row, has also been accepted as a Mis
.,-ionary for India. Our brethren have 
given themselves to the Lord,and to the 
Mission. We commend them to God, 
l\Iay He richly bless them, keep them, 
and prosper them in the far-off land. 

A FA.REW ELL MEETING 
will be held on Jfonday, Feb. 11th, at 
Keppel-street. Russell square. W.C., to 
commend our hrethren to the Lord. We 
hope all our Pastors and Deacons, in and 
.around London, will make an effort to 
be present. and urge their friends to 
come. 

This forward 11wu111.ent of our Mission 
-should be supported by a crowded and 
enthusiastic meeting l We hope to see 
our teachers and elder scholars in large 
numbere. 

For tlu- fu.ll particulars of the .tleet
h1,r11 ?rt' rrftr our rtaders to tile ad'VP.1"

•ti.s-,·1nent on thc coi:er ,ifthi., Maga=ine. 
We would also suggest to our friends 

whom the Lord has prospered, that this 
will be a fitting opportunity for them 
to 1,resent their gifts unto the Lord. 
The Committee appeal to all our 
Churches for their praye1:fnl .,ympathy, 
and liberal wppurt. We have no doubt, 
for it is the Lord's work, and Jle will 
send the means; but His Word sanctions 
the "stirring up of your pure minds." 
llrethren,and sisters, corne and see; come 
""d lwlp.-R. E. 8E.A..RS, Vice-PrNident. 

.·,r,, Grove-road, Bow, E. 

being graciously helped to proclaim the 
Gospel, the services proving instructing, 
comforting, and God-glorifying·. On 
Wednesday, the lfith, Mr. E. Marsh ex
patiated to a goodly number in the 
afternoon ; we felt it to be a heart
cheermg opportunity, and, as the pre
cious words were dwelt upon, our hearts 
were drawn tog·ether by the love of 
Christ. A g·oodly number sat down 
to tea, after which a public meeting 
was held, presided over by our genial. 
loving brother, F. C. Holden. Brethre:C: 
Hall (Meophaml and Denmee (Maid
stone) gave us sound, cheering addresses, 
and thus ended another season of real 
pleasure in God's house, to whom be all 
the glory. 

WATTISHAM.-Sunday-school New 
Year's service was held on Januarv 4th. 
Tea was provided for the children and 
friends in the schoolroom. At the even
ing service our pastor presided, and a 
good number of friends were present. 
Brother S. Gowing Jed us in prayer. 
Our pastor spoke of the importance of 
Sunday-school teaching. Brother G, 
Sq uirrell, superintendent, said the con
dition of the school was encouraging. 
Three suitable books were given to three 
of the lads for correctly repeating Psa. 
lxxxv.-two by brother Brooks and one 
from the school. Brother D. Dickerson 
addressed the children, who listened 
with marked attention. Brother A. 
Knell spoke of the value of God's Word. 
Brother Brooks dwelt on the importance 
of prayer. Brother W. Deaves proposed 
a vote of thanks on behalf of the 
school, and was glad to see so many 
parents and friends pre,ent, and for the 
addresses there was no book like the 
Bible; he asked the prayers and sym
pathies of the Church and friends. May 
our New Year's motto be "Jesus only.'' 
So prays WILLIAM DEAVEB, Ringshall. 

HA.LESWORTH,-We were privileged 
to hold our New Year's meeting on 
January 9th with feelings of rejoicing. 
Through the inclemency of the weather 
several were unable to be present; this 
did not hinder the presence of the 
Master, for the Lord was there. Our 
pastor-was. present, supported by the 
two deacons and a band of young 
people. Tea was provided in the vestry, 
after which a public meeting was held, 
when addresses were delivered by the 
pastor and brother A. Aldous. Our 
pastor spoke of the Lord's goodness 
through another year. We are thankful 
for the love and unity that prevails· in 

CHATHAM (EN'ONJ.-New Year's ourmidst-nonotesofdiscord. •Wecan 
services were held on Lord's-day, say, "It is pleasant for brethren to 
January l::lth, sermons being preached I dwell together in unity.'' The preached 
by Mr. J. Bonney, our dear brother Word has been blest to saint ani sinner. 
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One pleasing foature of our gathering 
was that we had with us a stripling who 
the Sunday before was received into 
fellowship, after walking through the 
ordinance of baptism. To God be the 
glory. The happy meeting was brought 
to a close by singing the dear old 
hymn-

,. Blest. be the tic t.hat binds 
Our hearts in Ohristian love, 

'fhe fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above.'' 

-C.G.G. 

NORTHAMPTON (PH0VIDENCEJ.
The annual meeting in connection with 
the pastor's week-evening Bible-class 
was held on Thursday, January 3rd. A 
capital tea was provided in the school
room. As soon as the tables were 
cleared the business meeting com
menced under the presidency of the 
pastor, Mr. Joseph Walker. After the 
nsual devotional exercise, the secretary, 
Mr. Harry I. Neville, read his report, 
which showed an average attendance 
during the past quarter of 34. The 
treasurer, Miss Sharp, then gave her 
report, which was very satisfactory, 
showing a balance in hand of £1 8,. Sd. 
It was decided to send a donation of 
£1 ls. to Dr. Barnardo's 'homes. The 
election of officers was next pro
ceeded with, followed by the drawing 
up of the programme for next quarter, 
and, as the president had drawn one up 
by way of suggestion, it was unani
mously decided to adopt the same-viz., 
some names and titles of our £ord,-to 
be introduced each evening by the 
president and pastor (Mr. J. Walker), 
The Bible-class has now commenced on 
its third year, and is in a very flourish
ing condition, and we trust that by the 
blessing of God upon the labours of our 
dear pastor amongst the young that it 
will be a means of keeping on the cause 
of truth in this place when those who 
are older in years will be called hence. 
May He send His blessing more abun
dantly upon the young and rising race 
in all our churches, is the earnest 
pra} er of HARRY J. NEVILLE, Hon. Sec. 

MR. SHAW'S WELCOME TO SA.LEM 
CHAPEL, BOND-ST., BRIGHTON. 

TUESDAY, Jan. 8, 189ri, witnessed some 
very interesting services in connection 
with the l\bove-named place of worship. 
It is the oldest Baptist cause in the town, 
bein~ 108 years old, formed on Strict and 
Particular Baptist principles, and 
through God's grace, has still main• 
tained them, amidst many trials and 
changes. We were left in a state of 
widowhood by the calling home to rest 
of Mr. E. Masterson, the late pastor, in 
July, 1893. It has been a most anxious 
time. But we trust the Lord has, not 
only heard and answered prayer, but 
sent us a pastor after His own heart. 

Mr. Fredrick Shaw has supplied the 

pulpit for some months, and after a 
unanimous invitation to take the over
sight of the Church, comented, after 
much prayer and watchin::r. His pas
torate commenced on New Year's-dar 
On Tuesday, ,Jan. 8, 1895, the public 
recognition services were held. when 
Mr. E. Mitchell, of Chad well-street. 
London, preached in the afternoon, at 
3 o'clock; a most appropriate and telling 
sermon rrom Acts xvi.17. A public tea 
was held at 5 o'clock, at which a goodly 
number sat down. 

In the evening, a welcome meeting 
was held at 6.30, the pastor taking the 
chair. The following ministerial bre
thren taking part in the interestin,;· 
meeting, viz., brethren Gray, Greenyer, 
Guy, Jarvis, Mitchell, Turner and Virgo. 

After singing, the chairman read Psa. 
cxxxiii., brother Virgo leading the meet
ing in prayer, after which the secretary, 
Richard Cole, gave a brief outline of the 
leadings of God's hand in reference to 
Mr. Shaw's settlement amongst us, and 
on behalf of the Church. gave him the 
right hand of welcome 'as our pastor. 
The pastor then stated his hearty assent 
to the Articles of the Church. Brother 
Gray gave him the hearty welcome of 
the sister Church; each of the other 
brethren gave interesting and encour
aging addresses, and so brought toa close 
a very happy, and we trust also a profit
able day. 

GURNEY-ROAD BAPTIST CHAPEL 
GOSPEL BAXD. 

THE objects of this society are: To afford 
young Christians additional means of 
spiritual strength by mutual association, 
to ;;·ive encouragement and sympathv 
in health and stckness; and, by study of 
the Word of God and prayer, to I.mild 
them up in the faith, also to encourage 
those who have not confessed the Lord 
Jesus, to " Search the Scriptures with 
us." 

All members of the band are also 
members of the Church. Other regular 
attendants at the band meetings are 
enrolled a.a '' associates.'' Associates 
joining the Church become members. 

The band meetings are dernted to the 
study of the Word of God, prayer, praise, 
and testimony, both oral and by papers. 

The 10th annual meeting was held on 
Thursday, Jan. 10, 1895. There was a 
~ood gathering at the tea and the meet
mg. The leader, brother George Crouch, 
presided. 

The report shewed, that during the 
past year ei!)"ht of the associates had 
been led to aeclare what God had done 
for their souls; to some of these the 
band had proved a blessing; their testi
monies were received by the Church. 
and after immersion they were added to 
its number, and in consequence trans
ferred to membership of the band. 

Financially, and numerically, we are 
in albetter position than last year, and 
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with our dear pastor, Ebenezer Marsh, in 
our midst, we look hopefully to the 
future Addresses were given by the 
leaders, brethren George Crouch and 
Alfred G. Gray. also by several members. 
The spiritual tone of the meeting was 
good. and the Master's presence was felt 
in our midst. 

The motto-text for the year was: 
•· Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on Thee." 

RECOGNITION OF MR. J. N. 
THROSSELL AS PASTOR AT SALEM 

I.JHAPEL RAMSEY, HUNTS. 
ON Tuesday, Jan. 8, services of an in
teresting character were held in Salem 
Chapel. Ramsev in connection with the 
settlement of Mr. Throssell as pastor. 
The day opened bright and cheerily, yet 
snow-storms fell at time~, making it 
uncomfortable for friends at a distance 
to get to the house of God. Still the 
Lord inclined the hearts of many to 
gather together at both services, to wish 
us God speed. ••. 

The afternoon service commenced by 
announcing hymn 758 (Denham's): 

•· J eho,ah dwells in Zion still, 
Our ever-present Lord ! " 

which was heartily sung by the friends 
present. After the usual devotional 
ser,ice, Mr. Wren, of Bedford, preached 
a most appropriate and excellent sermon 
from 2 Car. vi. 16, "Ye are the temple 
of the living God," which was listened 
to with rapt attention. 

Mr. Xorthfield asked the questions 
customary at such times with much 
kindly feeling and tact. 

CALL BY GRACE. 

Mr. Throssell said:-" To speak of my
Eelf is not at all desirable ; but, as it is 
necessary to-day to give an account of 
my own history and experirnce, I will 
do so as briefly as possible. I was born 
at Peterborough on July 26, 1868, and 
when nearly seven years of age my 
parents moved with me to March, where 
I was placed in the Sabbath-school con
nected with Providence Chapel, and 
brought up under the ministry of 

'· THE LATE EDMAN FORMAN. 

When the work of grace was begun in 
my heart it would be hard to say, but 
when very young I saw myself as a 
sinner before God, and was led to seek 
for mercy. Many things God was pleasc,1 
to use as means to deepen the convic
tion, one or two of which I refer to. 
At the age of twelve I lost my dear 
mother by death, which led me to think 
of its solemnities, and wondering, if 
God should call me hence, 
•. WHERE SHOULD l SPEND ETERNJTY ! 
Some time after thi8 I sat listening to a 
sermon delivered by the late Edman 
Forman, from the words," What is thy 
life?" This ,eriously impressed me, 
making me seek more earnestly of the 

Lord for His forgiving mercy. He spoke 
of the brevity of life, what spiritual life 
was ; and I experimentally realised I 
was a praying sinner. 'rhe Lord was 
graciously pleased to lead me on little by 
little until 1887, when He appeared for 
my soul in a marked manner. Ona day I 
was asked to go to visit an old lady who 
was very ill, and apparently near to 
death's door. I had seen her several 
times in her affliction, but this was the 
time of favour to my soul. I read to 
her John xiv.; when I came to the sixth 
verse the Lord shone into my heart, and 
I found what I longed to know-that 
Jesus was the way, the truth, and the 
life. Here the 

"LIGHT AND LIBERTY 

of the Gospel broke into my soul, and I 
could rejoice in Christ as my Saviour. 
Up to the time I t-lld no one, nor dare 
I, of my soul's distress. Very soon after 
I was at chapel, and heard Mr. Forman 
preach from these words : ' The God of 
our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye 
slew and hanged upon a tree. Him 
hath God exalted to be a Prince ancl a 
Saviour, to give repentance to Israel 
and forgiveness of sins.' After this I 
felt I must go and tell him I had for 
some time a desire to join the Church; 
so I went the following day, but he was 
not at home; this much harassed me, 
and the enemy told me I was wrong 
after all. But I went again the next 
evening, and had an interview with him 
alone; at first I was dumb. and he said. 
• What is it, my boy?' I replied, 'I 
think you know,' and he said,' Well, I 
think I do.' So then I told him all. 
Very soon after I was proposed as a 
candidate for baptism, about which 
time God was pleased to call my dear 
father home to glory, which was a great 
trial. Under this stroke of bereavement 
I felt I could not give my testimony to 
the Church, so waited a month. I was 
baptized by Mr. Willis, of Whittleeea, 
in the month of June, and received into 
the Church the first Sabbath in July, 
1887. 

"CALL TO THE MINISTRY. 

"When •1nite a lad I had an ambition 
to be a minister of the Gospel. There 
was a burning desire in my breast to be 
abletosayaword tothosewhom I knew 
around me that disregarded God's day, 
and set at nought His Word. Often 
would I think, if I could but get Mr. 
So-and-So's barn, the Lord might help 
me to say a word which He would own 
and bless. As I reached the age of six
teen or seventeen this desire increased, 
although the more I thought about it 
the more frightened was I at it; for I 
could not preach then so well, thought 
11 as I felt I could before. But all this 
time no one knew but God and myself. 
Feeling so anxious to know if I was 
right in having this desire. I aeked the 
Lord to give me a text, and to open it 
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up to me, and en&ble me to preach from 
it. The text wae thie: 'A Christian.' 
Eventually a friend said to me he would 
like me to go with him some Sabbath 
evening, and help him in the service. 
While my heart said1 Go, I had some 
excuse, and several times when asked 
declined going. In January, 1888, I 
promised to go. After this I told a 
young Christian brother what I thought 
of doing. He greatly discouraged me, 
telling me I was too young, and ought 
not to think of going. On hearing this, 
I felt I would not go now and left him, 
feeling very uncomfortabie; but, while 
brooding over it, the Lord applied these 
words: 'Go tjiou up in the strength of 
the Lord thy God.' On the strength of 
this I went and preached from the 
words given. (The chapel was one be
longing to the General Baptists.) Here 
the Lord helped me, and I was asked to 
go again, and did so. After this second 
visit I was very much troubled lest 
after all I was not called to the work. 
Many times would I seek for guidance 
on my knees in the warehouse. At one 
time the Lord was pleased to send the 
word.a (Jer. i. 17) with power; this en
couraged me mnch. I preached six 
sermons the first year, and by not being 
asked to go any more, found the J,eople 
did not favour my teaching. The friends 
at Providence getting to know I had 
spoken in the Lcrd's name, soon urged 
me to go to the Whittlesea-road chapel, 
a branch in our own connection. and 
then I was asked to go to Tip's End, and 
in time to Ben wick, so that very soon 
I found all Sabbaths at these places. 
where I could conveniently go, leaving 
home on Sabbath morning and return
ing in the evening. 

"DOCTRINAL BASIS. 

"I believe the Bible to be the inspired 
Word of God. In it we see the existent 
of the Deity, being one God in three 
distinct Persons, being equal in all their 
perfections - Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. The plan of salvation rests on 
the work of the Trinity. 1. The deter
mination of the Father, as seen in elect
ing love and predestinating grace. 2. 
On the work of the Son, who in the ful
ness of time became incarnate, and in 
Hie life and death made atonement for 
sin;,.procurin~ salvation for His Church. 
3. vn the work of the Holy Ghost, who 
undertakes to q uioken all the redeemed 
into spiritual life. The fall of all man
kind in Adam. For all have sinned; but. 
as an act of sovereign grace, millions of 
sinners are brought to know God by the · 
Spirit's teaching, and to rely on Christ 
for salvation by faith, which is the gift 
of God, and not a legal duty. These 
souls are justified, sanctified (hence the 
importance of our walk according with 
the Gospel of Christ), and finally 
brought to glory. The resurrection of 
the dead, the final j udgment, the ever-

lasting hr.ppiness of the saints and 
eternal punishment of the wicked. 
Baptism by immersion, on profession of 
faith and repentance, the only door of 
admittance to the Lord's table. 

"LEADINGS IN PROVIDENCE. 

"When at March I was in the employ 
of a Mr. Vawser; having been there 
nearly t-en and a half years, things of 
an unpleasant character arose, which 
showed to me very soon I must leave 
his service. What to do I knew not. 
What kind of a situation to seek for I 
knew not. I felt, if called to leave 
March, I should not be able to visit the 
friends to whom I had become attached 
in preaching the Gospel. So it wa~ 
madJ a matter of much prayer and at 
one t:me, when upon my kne~s these 
wor0::.3 were applied with power': ' Be 
still and know that I am God • I will do 
it.' There I felt I could leave 'it, feeling 
confident the Lord would appear. In 
January, 1892, I was asked to supply at 
Ramsey, which I did, also a second time, 
when it was suggested to me, if an in
vitation was given, would I accept it' 
The answer given was,' I don't know· 
you invite, then I'll tell you.' Wonde/ 
ing at these things, feeling quite 
astonished, I begged the Lord to show 
me what I was to do. My mind was 
directed to the following words: 'Thou 
shalt eat the labour of thine hands; 
happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well 
with thee.' This ~ettled the question. 
yet I felt if there was one against, I 
would not go. I received an unani
mous invite to serve for three months 
with a view to the pastorate, which I 
accepted. At the close of this period 
another invitation was given, asking me 
to settle; this I declined, but served 
another three months. As time went on 
I was asked again, but beg-ged to serve 
for a year. At the close of this period, 
another invite was given, but not seeing
my way clear, wished to serve another 
year. 

"In November last, another invitation, 
unanimous throughout, was given, ask
ing me to settle. After much prayer 
a~d hesitation, these words we:e applied 
with power: 'Be not weary in well • 
doing. These I tried to banish from 
me, but they seemed riveted to my heart, 
so, on the strength of these words and 
constant signs of God's approval, 
I accepted the same." 

The leadings of the Church in this 
matter were given by Mr. Upchurch . 
He referred to their being left without 
a pastor, and meeting for prayer t') seek 
the Lord's guidance in choosing a ma. :1 
whom He sho1ld bring among,t them 
to feed them with the Bread of Life. 
Then, after corroborating what had 
been said concerning the way in which 
Mr. Throsrnll bad come slowly into their 
midst, he referred to the blessing of the 
Lord · being enjoyed through his 
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ministry. and how congregations in
creased, and signs followed the Word 
preached, and prayed that the feeling 
of lo,e and unity which existed 1n1ght 
re1na.in. 

The pastor and deacon then joining 
bands, Mr. Lambourne, of Warboys, in 
a few ~-ell-chosen and timely word~, 
sought the di,ine blessing to rest upon 
the union. 

Tea was proYided at r, lG, when about 
120 sat down. 

THE EYENING SERYICE 

commenced at 6.~0. by Mr. Bullen. of 
March. announcing hymn ms (Den
ham's) :-

"Je~n~, aC'cept our humble praise, 
,,~hile we our Ebene7,er's raise: 
Tho•1 hast Thy promise now fulfilled. 
Whereon our hopes were fond to build." 

After 2 Tim. ii. was read, the recog
nition prayer was offered by Mr. 
Lambourne. and may the blessings 
sought for therein be enjoyed by pastor 
and people. · .. 

Mr. Xorthfield gave charge to the 
pastor. choosing the 15th ,erse of the 
chapter read for his text, and pointed 
out three things: (1) The minister's aim; 
(2J The minister's name: (3) The minis
ter's work. 

Mr. Baker. of :!'leedingworth, gave 
charge to the Church, basing his 
remarks, which were sound and weighty, 
on 1 Thess. v. 12, 13. 

The collection was made while the 
choir sang. ·· How beantiful upon the 
mountains... Then the congregation 
joined heartily in singing, ·' All hail the 
power of Jesu's name," and thus 
brought a happy day at Salem to a close. 

!\EW YEAR'S MEETING OF 
M.A.S.B.C.A. SL"NDAY SCHOOL 

COMMITTEE. 
A NEW YEAR'S meeting, convened by 
the Sunday-sr,hool Co=ittee of the 
M.A.S.B.C., was held at Soho Chapel, 
W.C., on Tuesday, January 8th. There 
was a large attendance of friends, while 
the gallery was filled with elder 
rnholars from various schools, who, 
conducted by Mr. Albert Steele, effici
ently rendered the special hymns with 
great credit. 

Mr. John Hunt Lynn took the chair, 
and after the hymn-

;' Come, let u~ .ioin our c·heerful songB, 
\Yith angel8 round the throne"-

had been sung, he called upon Mr. 
Booth, the newly-chosen Strict .Baptist 
missionary to India, to engage in 
prayer. Mr. J. Copeland, the secretary, 
read Pea. cxlix. 

Mr. John Hunt Lynn, after a few 
general remarks, commented upon the 
words, " Our God is able." What a 
mucy it is, he said, if we are able to 
my, "This God is my God; He will be 
my Guide even oYer death " ! Paul 
,aid to Timothy, "From a child thou 

hast known the Scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation. 
Teachers should remember then what 
this Word is able to do, and how great 
their responsibility is to set forth the 
whole truth. 

Mr. Herring based his remarks on the 
words, "Who ha.th despised the day of 
small things ? " He referred to the 
Metropolitan Association of Strict 
Baptist Churches, which had had its 
day of small things, and now this off
shoot, the Sunday-school Committee 
was a small thing at present ; but let n; 
one despi~e it, as it was the beginning 
of a great work among the Sabbath
schools of the Strict Baptist denomina
tion. 

"O'er the gloomy hills of darkness, 
Look, my soul; be still, and gaze," 

was sung with great energy to the tune 
"Calcutta.." Then the chairman called 
upon Mr. R. Mutimer, of Brentford, who 
spoke from the words, " I will go in the 
strength of the Lord God ; I will make 
mention of Thy righteousness, even of 
Thine only." He diYided his remarks 
as follows : the teachers' resolution, " I 
will go" ; the teachers' subject, "Thv 
righteousness only " ; the teachers' 
support, "the strength of the Lord 
God." 

lllr. E. Marsh, in an energetic speech, 
impressed upon his hearers the import
ance of the Churches vigorously attends 
ing to Sabbath-school work, so that 
instead of the fathers might come up 
the children. Where Sabbath-school 
work was neglected they had seen 
Churches die out, because there were no 
younger ones to succeed. He deprecated 
the "damping" which older Christians 
often gave to those in whom the work 
of grace was being commenced. 

Mr. Booth proposed, and Mr. Chilvers 
seconded, a hearty vote of thanks to the 
Soho friends for the use of the chapel, 
and to Mr. Steele for conducting the 
singing. 

Mr. J. Box reRponded, saying, that 
after receiving such great help from the 
denomination at large, in building their 
splendid chapel, they had come to regard 
it as denominational property. He then 
made some interesting comments upon 
the words," Blessing with power." 

Mr. T. Jones offered prayer, and after 
the concluding hymn, 

"Shall we meet beyond the river?" 
(sung all the more impressively after 
the sorrowful announcement of Mr. 
Osmond's death that morning), the 
chairman pronounced the benediction. 
During the evening a collection was 
taken towards the expenses of the 
Sunday-school Committee. The meeting 
throughout was most enthusiastic, and 
cannot fail to be encouraging to the 
committee in the great work among our 
schools which they have before them. 

FRED. W. KEY AN, 
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HAPPINESS AT HALSTEAD. the close of his address presented a 
SUNDAY, December 30th, was a day of purse containing gold as a love-token 
muoh pleasure and comfort to our souls, : from the members of the Church to 
as our baptismal waters were again I our dear pastor. Brother Bush then ad
troubled1 and three were baptized in the / dreeeed us, and truly it was "Meat that 
name or the triune Jehovah by our our souls love." Brother Millwood, of 
much-esteemed brother Polley, of ' Hill-street. then followed with precious 
Coloheste.i:i who also preached from the words. Brother Judge added a few 
words, " what hath God wrought?" loving word•, and our happy meeting 
After the afternoon service they were closed. Our prayer is, may our Lord 
received into Church fellowship, making continue His blessings to the Church, 
a total of seven during the year. We, as and make it a power for truth in 
a little Church, do feel truly thankful Watford. 
for the 

CHRISTIAN LOVE AND UNITY 
that prevails amongst us, and especially 
for the Holy Spirit's power in blessing 
the testimony of His servants that come 
from time to time. Our esteemed 
brother Rayner is still living in the 
town, and preaches to us on Thursday 
-evenings, which proves to us very 
comfortable seasons. It does our souls 
good to see how the dear Lord has 
blessed us of late, and how He has 
caused the little spark to revive that 
seemed at one time almost out; but, 
bless His holy name, He has said that 
" He will not break the bruised reed, nor 
quench the smoking flax." And our 
prayer to _Him is that He will still 
increase us with those that He has 
eternally saved, so that if it is His holy 
will the little one may become a 
thousand. Truly we can say with 
-011r brother's text, "What hath God 
wrought?" G. JARMIN. 

Halstead, Essex. 

WATFORD TABERNACLE. -On 
Wednesday, January 2nd, meetings 
were held in connection with our 
pastor's second anniversary, and our 
hearts are rejoicing. We feel that our 
Lord has ble~sed us indeed by sending 
-our dear brother Thomas amongst us. 
Brother Bush, o·f Kin1<ston, preached 
-in the afternoon from Heb. xiii. 5, and 
we all felt that it was good to be in the 
Lord's house. A good number of friends 
11at down to tea, and after tea. we had a 
meeting. which will long be remembered. 
Our pastor opened the meeting, and then 
called on brother Bailey to make a 
.financial statement, which showed a 
balance on the right side. Our friends 
have evidently done well. Our pastor 
then addressed the meeting, giving 
an outline of the work done in our 
Lord's name, showing how greatly God 
had prospered us-every institution 
yigorous ; the congregation largely 
mcreased, also the Sabbath-school; 
mothers' meeting, Dorcas meeting, and 
pastor's Bible-class in good working, 
and prospered by the Lord ; also noting 
that there had been 17 added to the 
Church during the past year, :J of whom 
were from the Sabbath-school. Brother 
Weston then addressed the meeting, 
speaking well of His dear Lord, and at 

DOVER.-Tbe first service in the ~ ew 
Year was held on January 2nd. A good 
company assembled, and after the 
service the pastor's Bible-class met for 
a lit.tie while, and, to his great surprise, 
he was asked to accept a ~ew Year's 
present from the class in the form of 
Dr. Hawker's Cc,mmenta.ry, in three 
quarto vols., and, in thanking them, 
spoke of the value of the work in itself, 
and of tho good feelings of the class in 
appreciating his hnmble service in the 
study of tbe Divine Word, and hoped 
nothing would interfere in their study 
in the year now entered. On Wednesday, 
9th, the Sunday-school New Year's tea 
and presentation of prizes was held. A 
good company of over 200 sat down to 
tea ; and at public meeting, pastor in 
the chair, the parents and friends 
gathered in good numbers. The 
children, in a very creditable manner, 
gave recitations, dialogues, singing, &c. 
Sixty-eight prizes were given, and three 
special prizes at the close, to those who 
had passed through the school as 
scholars, and had in the past year 
taken their place as teachers. May 
the covenant God in Jesus bless ns more 
and more for His own glory.-W. E. 
PALMER, 

OLD BRENTFORD.-On Thursday, 
December 20th, the pastor, R. Mutimer, 
was presented by the Church and con
gregation with a pur,e of gold, and bis 
wife with a tea-service, as a mark of 
their esteem, and an acknowledgment 
of the great blessing be bas been in the 
Lord's hands of calling sinners out of 
darkness, and the establishing of the 
saints. We are glad to record the 
ministry is still attended with blessing, 
and all the agencies are prospering, and 
we hope and believe there is yet in store 
larger blessings for both pastor and 
people.-ONE WHO w AS THERE. 

DACRE PARK, LEE.-A very 
interesting gathering took place on 
Sunday, December ~0th, when the 
Sunday-school children were assembled 
in the afternoon to witness the public 
baptism of two of their number 
( members of the senior boys' class). 
Our pastor (Mr. J. H. Lynn) explained 
to his youthful audience the meaning of 
baptism, and the only way it could be 
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administered to adhere to Bible teachers. 
Friends were present from Eltham, who 
brouo·ht a number of their Sunday
scho;l children to witness the ceremony. 
"Tell it nnto the generations follow
ing." On Tuesday. January 1st, the 
Christmas-tree gathering to0k place, 
useful articles being presented to each 
child -C.\\-. S. 

HA.RWICH.-A rncial tea and public 
meeting· was held on Dec. rn. After 
l\iessrs. Morgan and Gurney had spoken 
J11r. Preston Davies, the much esteemed 
pastor, also spoke and gave rnme 
encouraging statements of the good 
work canied on in connection with the 
came. and thankfully recognis€d the 
spirit of syrnµathy and kindness eYinced 
by so many. And while cordially 
thanking the many friends for their 
contributions towards the cost of im
provements made in the chapel, said 
further assi;tance for the liquidation of 
the debt on the building will be much 
appreciated, and could be ]laid to Mr. 
Jose]lh Grice, the treasure_r to the fund. 

PO'CLXER. NEAR ItL'i'GWOOD.-A 
social tea and meeting was held on Dec. 
31st to corn memorate the third anniver
sary of the pastor's settlement. Owing 
to the ,-en rongh weather the attend
ance was small. but the Lord's presence 
was enjoyej. After tea a meeting was 
held, when J11r. E. Diffey presided. 
After singing ·· All hail the power of 
Jesu·s name." Mr. J. J. Diffey, of Christ
church. led us to the throne of grace. 
The pastor then gave a short review of 
the past seven years, since the death of 
the last pastor (his father). but more 
particularly of the last three years, 
Eince the Church had chosen him to the 
work. Leaking back he could say. 
"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us," 
and ·· Having obtained help of God we 
continue to this day." '· The Lord had 
led him by a way he knew not." yet it 
was the right way. There had been 
many discouragements and opposition 
from other denominations, Jet above 
all the Master·s voice bad been heard 
saying, ·· Fear thou not, for I am with 
thee."' &,c., and ' Lo, I am with thee 
al way." Two had been ba(Jtized during 
the past year. The New Testament 
Church order had been maintained now 
for twenty years, and the Gospel of the 
grace of God proclaimed. The Sunday
school now numbered 70, against 46 in 
1889, and looking back we can say, as a 
Church and people:-

" He who has helped us hitherto 
Will help us all the journey through." 

The Church dwell in harmony, and love 
and great sympathy is shown to the 
pastor. After giving a text as a motto 
for the New Year, from Isa . .:rxvi. 3, 
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whoEe mind i, stayed on Thee, because 

he trusteth in Thee," the pastor called 
upon Mr .. E. Langham, of SaliAbury, 
a sympathising brother and friend, who 
preached on the day previous, who 
addressed the meeting from Ephes. iv. 
4-H. Mr. J. J. Diffey followed with 
some sound, practical remarks, full of 
encouragement. Mr. Sarjant, of Ring
wood. and Mr. H. Brewer (deaoon) also 
gave some cheering words. The meet
ing closed by singing and prayer. May 
the Lord still continue to favour and 
bless us is our i,rnyer.-E. DIFFEY. 

PIMLICO (REH0B0TH).-OnBoxing
day special services were held, when 
a goodly number of friends gathered 
together at the house of God in the· 
afternoon to hea.r a sermon from brother 
Burbridge, who blessedly preached from, 
Isa. ix. G, respecting the nativity of 
Christ. The usual tea follow€d, and in 
the evening a public meeting was held, 
presided over by Mr. J. W. Banks. who
was surrounded by a full platform of 
ministerial brethren. The meeting was 
opened by singing. Afterwards Paa. 
cxxii. was read, aLd brother Eggerton 
ai.,i,roached the throne of grace to im•· 
plore God's blessing on the meeting. 
'£he chairman made a few remarks, and 
addresses were afttrwards given by 
brethren Taylor, Beecher, Palmer, Bur
bridge, and Howard The treasurer 
made a brief statement respecting the 
finances of the Church shortly before 
the meeting closed. Thanks are due to 
the chairman and friends. who liberally 
subscribed to the collectiom. The sing-• 
ing, which was very hearty throughout, 
was from special hymn-sheets.-W. E.T. 

OUR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
LAXFIELD.-The teachers' annu~l social 
tea meeting was held on Thursday 
evening, Jan. 10, 1895. Although we· 
had very cold, bitter weather at the time· 
we were quite cheered by the friends. 
who came to tea, and also, later on, there 
being very nearly as ma.ny as on former 
occasiom. Tea being over, service began 
by our esteemed president giving out. 
the hymn commencing, "Awake, sweet. 
gratitude, and sing," which was very 
heartily sung; he then read Psa. cxxxii., 
and called on brother Verdon to implore· 
the divine blessing, which he did most. 
sweetly. 

The hymn commencing, "0 God of' 
Abram, hear," was next sung, after 
which the secretary read the report, the, 
main features of which were: firstly; 
that there was still love and unity· 
amongst the officers and teachers in the· 
school. Secondly, that two teachers had 
joined the Church during the year. 
'£hirdly, that the teachers and scholars 
had earned £-i 2s. B½d. worth of books. 
during the past year. 

After the report was read, our super•• 
intendent, Mr. Allum, gave us a g:ood 
sveech, and the hymn commencmg,. 
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"Lord of hoBte, how lovely fair!" was I with the true spirit of rig-hteouane,a 
sung, and Mr. Goleby gave us a good and impress them with the truth that, 
adrlress on the love of Jesus, and was "They cannot he too yonna to learn 
follow€d by Mr. S. Hawe?, of the Hor- The Jesus whom we te;ch." 
ham Church,. speaking from ,~he words, So prays yours in Gospel bonds,~,J. 
"Lo I am with you always; he dwelt KNIGHTS 
very sweetly on the fact of Christ being ' · 
continually with II is Church, and that 
He was with us in the school in our work 
there. Mr. E. Ward next gavP a warm
hearted address, and was followed by 
Miss Goldspink;.and then Mr. Robert 
Hawes, of the Horham Church, gave us 
a capital addres~. The hymn commenc
ing," Lord,assist us by Thy grace," was 
then sung, and our venerable brother 
Riches gave us a good siirited address, 
and was followed by the secretary and 
Miss Aldou,; and although it was bit
terly cold outside, we felt that Gcd had 
indeed blessed our meeting by the lov
ing spirit manifestly dwelling in our 
midst, so much so that we could very 
heartily Eing, "Blessed be the tie that 
bind~," to the old tune of Glasj?OW, at 
the clorn of the meeting.-E. W. 
GOLDSPINK, Secretary. 

SOMERSHAM.-We held our N'ew 
Year's tea and service on January 9, and 
was well attended by members and 
friends. Alter tea brother Lad brook 
led us very earilestly and sincerely tC> 
the throne of grace. Our pa,tor read 
Psa. xc., and gave us a very encoura
ging address frum the word,, ·· Leaking 
unto ,J esue," and by retrospect he 
showed how wonderfully the Lord had 
led him, which encouraged him to look 
unto Jesus in the future. That wonder
ful chord of love between Christ and 
His Church was touched upon again 
and again. We thank our pastor very 
much for his address. We have prayed 
for him many times, and this has en
couraged us to still pray on that he may 
be supplied with every grace he needs 
as a faithful minister. Our brother Hill 
also gave us an address from the words, 
" It 1s ~ood for us to think on these 
things.' Mr. Gowen also spoke. and 
the rnme chord of l0ve was touched in 
each heart. Our brother. illr. Ladbrook, 
thanked the brethren, and with a few 
encouraging words JJre,ented to the 
pastor a purse containing a little money 
from kind friends and members as an 
acknowledgment of his faithful minis
try. May God crown us with success at 
Somersham, and not only at Somer
sham, for we have nut limited our 
prayers; but them has been a good, 
earnest spirit manifested amongst us, 
expanding our JJra; ers uver the whole 
Church of Christ. l\Ir. Gowen, jun, 
presided at the harmonium. Brethren, 
pray for us. - F. GOUH..!.~I. 

PECKHAM-RYE. - The Master's 
gracious exaltation of children, and the 
striking lesson He displayed to His dis
ciples when here below. form a happy 
stimulus to those who· labour for the 
spiritual renovation of the young in the 
Sabbath-school, with all its vicissitudes 
and drawbacks, to continue steadfastly 
in the work. 'l'he labour may be arduous 
and discouraging at times; but, having 
begun the race, it behoves us to lay aside 
every weight, and run with patience 
that which is set before us. The work 
may be disparaged-thank God, not by 
many-and the efforts to elevate and to 
induce the young to come under the 
forth-setting of the Gospel, looked 
askance at; but when we remember that 
" Re that is greatest, like a child must 
be," we take courage and move on 
Earth at the best is but folly's g·round; IPSWICH (Zo..i.R).- Xew Year's ser
yet from the zenith of its hills, like vices were held on Wednesday. January 
Moses on Pisgah's mount, we may peer 9th, when Mr. J. Hazelton , Wattisham) 
into the ever-widening landscape of the preached in the afternoon from Psa. 
land that lies before. With a view to lxxxiv. 11. The discourrn was much 
the greater encouragement of all con- appreciated. After tea the evening 
cerned in the welfare of the young, one meeting commenced by singing. 
of those felicitous and re-assuring "Kindred in Christ.'' &c.. and Mr. 
gatherings of children and friends, dear Welton prayed. Mr. Bardens (pastor) 
to the hearts of all true saints, took place presided, and in the course of his re
on Lord's day afternoon, Dec. 6th, at marks, reviewing the past, stated that 
Heaton-road, when the pastor, Mr. H. S. fifty had been added in Church fellow
Boulton, presided. Some pointed and ship during the three and a-half years 
savoury addresseA were given by the he had been with us. The financial 
pastor, the genial superintendent, Mr. statement w:.s read for the past year, 
Strong, and Mr. Vialls, deacon, after which, while the balance was on the 
which the teachers delivered short wrong side, much had been done in 
Gospel messages to their yorng charges. other ways-viz., about £BC/ had been 
At the close the pastor distributed the collecttld for cleaning, &c. l\Ir. Kern 
prizes to the successful scholars, and in (Bethesda) gave us three mottoes, "One 
an exprnssional manner, urged upon the thing I know," '' One thing- I desire," 
young hearers individually the neces- and "One thing I do." After singing, 
sity of oonformation to the truths taught I Mr. Ling spoke on 1 Cor. xvi. 13, "Watch 
them. May the Ma~ter imbue them all ye," &c., alkding to the many deolen-



64 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

sions of th~ present day. and Mr. Hazel
ton followed by some remarks on Phil. 
iv. 19, t('stifying to the reality of God 
supplymg· all our need. The pastor 
thanked all who had taken part in the 
meeting- and concluded by the bene
diction.~ The Sunday-school teachers' 
and friends' annual social tea and 
public meeting was also held at the 
above place on Monday, December 31st, 
IS\1-1. After singing and prayer by 
brother Baldwin, and a few remarks 
from Mr. R. C. Bardens. the secretary 
g-ave a report of the past year, which 
referred to the goodness of God in 
having constrained several to come for
ward and g-ive a helping hand in place 
of those who had hitherto been engaged 
in this labour of love. The Clothing 
Clnb and collections for the Strict 
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society 
have again been carried on and appre
ciated, the school funds showing a 
balance in the treasurer's hand. The 
superintendent spoke of expressions of 
kindness and assistance granted during 
the short time he had occupied that 
office, and gave the teachera a motto for 
the year, ·• Watch and pray" (Matt. 
xxvi. 41. Mr. Ling referred to the good 
average maintained both by the 
teachers and scholar.. Brother Rush 
a.nd brother Peck are now engaged with 
the senior classes of young men and 
women. Brother Clarke expressed his 
gra.titnde for past mercies, and brother 
Oxborrow and brother Gardner very 
earnestly desired and prayed for pros
perity of Zoar Sunday-school. Brother 
Ling read a short paper on Sabbath
schools and their relation to the Church, 
which should ehow love and sympathy 
thereto. Mr. Bardens' motto was, 
'· Stand ye fast," &c. Brother Howe 
( deacon) spoke of the mercy of God, 
and thns closed a very profitable and 
edifying meeting. - G. W. KEEBLE, 
Secretary. 

IPSWICH (BETHESDA SUNDAY • 
SCHOOL),-The Lord has spared us 
through another year, and we can say 
that His presence has been felt. We 
held our New Year's tea and public 
meeting on Wednesday, Jannary 2nd. 
.A.bout ninety sat down to tea. Our 
pastor, Mr. W. Kern. presided. The 
Secretary, brother J. Scarlett, read the 
report for the past year, which was 
very encouraging. and it showed that 
the school had experienced a very 
prosperous year, and expressed thank
fulness on behalf of the officers and 
teachers for the kind hel1, from friends 
in carrying on the work financially and 
otherwise. He also mentioned that 
steps were being taken to get a school
room, which was very greatly needed, 
ba ving nearly two hundred scholars. 
It had been thought of for many years, 
but he hoped that we should be able to 
meet the difficulty before long. The 

scholars saw the need, and were doing 
their best to help the treasurer. Brother 
J. Motum, with a few encouraging 
words, confirmed the secretar;( B state
ment. Mr. W. Haggar, the librarian, 
gave a satisfactory report of the 
library. We were also pleased once 
more to see our esteemed brother S. K. 
Bland amongst us again, and the words 
that he spoke to us were very helpfulJ 
and we hope that it may be as seea 
sown on good ground. Brothers E. A. 
Garrard (superintendent) and S. A. 
Kenney also gave suitable addresses. 
The choir, under the leaderahip of 
brother B. Oliver, sang anthems during 
the evening. Miss Harris presided at 
the organ. Votes of thanks and the 
doxology brought a very happy meeting 
to a close.-W. B. M. 

F UL HAM .-Fifth anniversary of 
formation of Church at Ebenezer was 
held November 27, 1894. Brother Sears 
(in place of brother Box, who was pre
vented by a severe cold) preached in the 
afternoon a most encouraging sermon, 
prefacing his discourse by expressions of 
sympathy for Mr. Box. After tea, our 
brother, Mr. J. W. Banks, presided at 
the evenin~ meeting, which commenced 
with singmg, "Come. Thou Fount of 
every blessing." After reading Isa. xxxv., 
brother Woodrow engaged in prayer. 
The secretary (brother Purkiss) read 
the report, which was full of praise to 
the Lord for His many favours and 
blessings during the past year. The 
little cause has been kept in peace and 
love; the membership has increased 
from 33 to 37, an addition of 4 for the 
year, 2 of these were from the Sabbath
school, and 2 more were about to join. 
The Lord has given us a pastor in the 
peraon of brother H. D. Sandell, and the 
Word preached by our brother has been 
owned and blessed to the building up of 
God's people, and to t)le ingathering of 
sinnera. The services are better attended, 
especially the week-night prayer and 
preaching service. The Sabbath-school 
is increasing, there being o¥er 80 
scholars in regular attendance ; in 
connection with which there is a Bible
class, conducted by the pastor, on 
Sunday afternoons. Financially, the 
Lord has done great things for us; the 
general expenses of the Church and 
school have been fully met, in addition 
to which £66 has been collected towards 
the building fund during the past year, 
making a tota.l of £633 18s. I ½d. collected 
during the past 5 years, including £150 
loan from the Association ; so that the 
freehold land is fully paid for, and also 
the cost of the iron chapel, vestrys, &c. 
During the year a baptistry has been 
constructed, and new fencing erected at 
the front and side of chapel. In 
reviewing these many blessings, it was, 
indeed, felt that the name of the 
chapel-" Ebenezer "-was not simply a 
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name, but a true expressio~ of thank-1 singing: that nice hymn, ' God be with 
fuln~~B; for the Lord }1atl, 1pdeed, been you till we meet again.'"-E. M0NK. 
our Stone of help, wh10h_ greatly rwe greatly rejoice at the effort our 
encourages us to press on, feelmg that, friends are making here to establish a 

"He who had helped us hitherto, Sunday-school. When we take into 
Will help us all our journey through." consideration the Church and other 

The chairman expressed his pleasure at schools in this village, we think they 
being present, and was glad to see a ~ave done well, and hope they may stijl, 
good company, which reminded him of m _the strength of the Lord, persevere m 
the words which occurred in the portion this most laudable work; that the 
he read, "The wilderness shall blossom school may grow. and be_compelled by
as the rose," Referring to the report, and-bye to lengthen their corde. They 
he was glad they were at Peace, that have our sympathy and prayers.
they were a P,·ayi-ng people, that God J. W. B.J 
had granted them Prosperity, that they 
were a Praising people, and that they 
had a good Pastor. Brother Burbridge 
spoke from Isa. liii. 10, and said God's 
seed is a regenerate seed, a praying seed, 
a singing, justified and pardoned seed, 
and soon will be a glorified seed. Brother 
White considered the report to be very 
cheering, and gave a sound and solemn 
address from Luke xxiv. 40. Brother 
Holclen founded his remarks on " The 
excellency of our God" (Isa. xxxv. 2). 
Brother Herring expressed his pleasure 
in being present. He felt there was 
some affinity between their two 
Churches, which he hoped would 
continue; and gave a truthful and 
touching address from the words, 
"Entreat me not to leave thee" (Ruth 
i. 16). Brother Flegg, by his presence, 
wished to .show still his feeling of 
sympathy with the Chur"lh, and 
made some truthful observations on 
"Justification." Brother Sandell heartily 
thanked all who had assisted in making 
the meeting a success. These remark~ 
were supported by brother Brown, and 
all united in singing "Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow." The 
collections, including chairman's sub
scription, £1 ls. from brother Abbot, 
and profit on tea, amounted to £7 0s. 2d. 
This very happy and soul-cheering 
meeting was brought to a close by 
singing and prayer. We were greatly 
encouraged by seeing such a large 
number of friends from surrounding 
Churches.-D. P. 

COBHAM, SURREY.-! send you a 
few lines, by our pastor's wish, concern
ing our little meeting on December 26. 
We commenced a Sunday-school here 
about six months ago with seven 
children, we have now 16, and a.re happy 
in the work. On this occasion we had a. 
children's service in the afternoon, when 
our superintendent read Matt, ii., and 
spoke suitably on it. We then gave the 
children a nice toa, and some interesting· 
books. In the evening our pastor, Mr. 
C. Z. Turner, g·ave an excellent address. 
We had several hymne, and we had the 
Lord's presence. We use Mr. Winters' 
Sunday-school Hymnal. During the 
evening we gave the children some 
oranges, nuts, &c. We concluded by 

OUR AUSTRALIAN CHl:"RCHES. 
No. II. 

BY MR. JAMES MOTE, 
Hon. Solicitor to th1'. Jle!ropolilan A.,;.-;o(;i,1/i,1.,1. nf 

Strict Bapti."Jt Churl'./1e.-:. · 

AT Melbourne, the capital of Victoria, 
and which I found to be a miniature 
London, we have four causes; but, I 
am sorry to say, that. owing to the 
principal one in Lonsdale-street holding 
that it is unlawful to pray to the Holy 
Ghost, which the other Churches do not 
admit, there is a want of communion 
between them, and this estrangement 
weakens the whole of the Churches 
there. 

My first visit was to a Baptist Church. 
the pastor of which advertised in the 
local papers his subject for the following 
Sunday (a not uncommon thing in the 
Colonies), entitled, "Our Friends in 
Hell." On reaching the place, I found 
that the pastor was not a Particular 
Baptist, but, nevertheless, I listened to 
his discourse, which was a forcible 
one, based upon the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus (Luke xvi.) ; and he 
appealed most powerfully to his 
audience to avoid what happened in 
that case, where, by the rich man's bad 
example, there wa.s a fear of five of his 
brethren coming into the place of 
torment where he then was. 

My next visit was to the Particular 
Baptist Church, meeting- at Nebara.n. 
where I worshipped twice. and took the 
Lord's-day service. The Church here is 
small and weak. 

Ebenezer Baptist Church, Victoria
parade, Melbourne, another of our 
Churches, under the pastorate of F. 
Fullard, is stronger, but time did not 
permit me to visit it. 

The great depression of trade in 
Melbourne, owing to the excessive 
speculation and gambling lately 
indulged in by nearly all classes there, 
and which has almost ruined the place, 
has reacted in a very lamentable manner 
upon all our Churches. The sudden 
stoppage of a n!lmber of the banks also, 
and all branches of trade, and the great 
number out of employment, has led to 
a wholesale desertion of the town. 
where no living is at present to be 
got by the tradesmen, artisans, and 



THE EARTHEN VESS.l<.lL 

le.hourer;, a.nd has thus considerably 
reilucerl the numbers, in both Churches 
and c-1ngregations. of evt1ry pla,ce ot 
worship in the town. 

PAST AND PASSI:YG EVENTS, <Cc. 
WE ha.ve pas•ed the tbreshold of another 
y<.'ar. and in looking· b11.ck we are com
pelled to exclaim, "Goodness and mercy 
have followed us.'' 

• • 
* Like all preceding years, there have 

been ma.ny ch11.nging scenes, as Ryland 
puts it-

•· Times of rrial and of j?rief, 
Time, of triumph n.nd relief .'' 

:!I * 
At Mount Zion, Chadwell-street. they 

commenced the yea.r with a prayer
meeting a,t i o'clock in the morning, 
nresided over by the pa.stor. About one 
hnndred were present. It was a. truly 
refreshing se11.son. 

* • 
* On December 2ith, IS!H, a splendid 

lot of reward books were presented to 
the scholars at Bethesda, Bilston, on the 
occasion of their annual tea, provisions 
havinl!' been kindly given by the friends, 
About £3 I0s. was realised. Brother 
Lloyd . of High Wycombe, a former 
scholar, gave a suit11.ble address. The 
pastor presided. The recitations. and 
anthems by the choir, were excellent. 
Brother Enoch Kinson made the pre
sentltions very aptlv. 

• * 
GLOUCESTER (BELL· LANE). -The 

friends here celebrated the third anni
versary on Sunday, January 13th. 
Pastor David Smith, of Bilston, 
preached morning and evening, and 
gave an address to the young in the 
afternoon. The services were well 
11.ttended. The Master's presence was 
realised. On Monday, the 14th, a free 
tea was provided, and heartily enjoyed 
by the children. A public meeting for 
-distribution followed. -.. ~ 

The way in which the truthful recita
tions and sweet hymns were rendered 
by the scholars reflected the highest 
-credit npon Miss Bennett and Miss 
Sparkes, together with MesRrs. Wise 
and Newman , both for selection and 
training, In a few homely words, the 
-chairman, Mr. D. Smith. presented the 
rewards. all of which liad been care
fully selected as to be in accord with 
the truth preache~ ;nd taught at Zion 

Pastor Walker, * of· Northampton, 
"takes great interest in the Young 
People's Bible-class," says our young 
friend L. A. Ward. The subject on 
Thursday, the 10th, was the title of 
our Lord, "Messia.h." 

• • 
The way in which the subject was 

worked out must prove instructive. 
interesting, and profitable. We should 

mucl1 like to insert the well-written 
report, but with a lot or othP.r things 
it is crowded out. 

• • 
Joy AND SoRRow".-we a.re g-lad our 

good brother Ra.neon's son has been 
elected as a patient in the Deaf and 
Dumb Asylum. Thi~ makes the father's 
heart rejoice. Bu~ t~e day 

Willie Ranson wa; successful in being 
admitted to the Asylum the father and 
mother stood by the grave-side burying 
the mortal remains of their youngest 
son. This c!l.used sadness but the 
father desires to say, " Thy will be 
done.' ' 

* * 
Mr. Ranson is th; pastor of the ea.use 

at Somersham ; his unpretending and 
unassuming manner have gained the 
respect of all who know him. The 
~ord is blessing his testimony. He 
1s very grateful to those who have 
assisted in getting his son into the Deaf 
and Dumb Asylum. 

* * 
In The Bapti8t fo"r December 14th, R. 

C. Latham demurs to the late David 
Denham (author of "The Saints' 
Melody,'• more generally known as 
"Denham'a Selection") being styled a 
"Hyper Calvinist,'' whatever that may 
mean. 

* * 
We knew and he"'ard David Denham 

prea.ch-certi.inly we were young in 
y.ia.ra,-and we know tha.t Mr. Denham 
proclaimed the free distinguishing doc
trines of grace. He was not what some 
would call a deep, experimental 
minister ; but he was a loving, faithful 
preacher, 

* * 
David Danbam k;ew what it was to 

pass through the waterd of affliction in 
many ways, and some of those blessed 
hymns which he wrote were wrung 
out of his heart by severe exercises of 
a character known·to but few. 

$~~ 

If heing a" Hyper Calvinist" means 
slinging the truths of the Gospel at his 
hearers with a spiteful impetuosity, 
well, then David Denham was not a 
hyper-Calvinist. 

* * 
David Denham ..:as a bosom friend 

and companion of the late . Joseph 
Irons, and he was also a loving ex
ponent of the glorio'ns Gospel of the 
grace of God. If Samuel Jones (who 
built Mount Ephraim, at Margate) was 
alive, he would bear the same testi
mony to the memory of David Denham. 

THE AGED PILGRIMS' CORNER. 
CAMBERWELL ASYLUM. - The annual 
tea to the inmates, l!'iven by the Com
mittee, took place on Tuesday,Jan. 15th, 
when the chapel was filled with pen
sioners and friends. 
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At the evening meeting several ex- I "He felt, the rirrows nf rlistre,s, ,, 
cellent addresses wore delivered, Mr. And found he hn<I no h1d1ng-pbce. 
Dolbey most appropriately setting forth But He who only wounds that He may 
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend, described in heal did not leave him there, but led 
Song of Solomon ';.· ; to Hi. him on 

Thl·s llome ncco•mmodate3 42 pen- ,, To Jesus as his hiding-plrice." 
~ Being convicted of righteousness and 

sioners, and is a most comfortable and of judgment to come, he was led to 
substantial abode. Owing to special confess Christ, and was baptized at 
repairs about £15 are needed to ex- Arthur-street Chapel, Walworth. then 
tinguish a small d~fi~iency. under the pastoral care of Dr. Cowdy, 

HORNBEY RISE *ASYLUM._ By the where he continued. until division on 
doctrinal matters occurrin1<, he then 

departure of Mr. W. Osmond the pen- removed to the Baptist Meeting-house, 
sioners in this building have lost a Camberwell-road, and came under the 
warm and devoted friend. His presence sound Calvinistic teaching of Mr. 
will be greatly missed in the Asylum Akehurat. The last three years. how-
·Chapel. ever, he was, as far as his strength 

* * * would allow him, a frequent attendant 
The new Qururterly Record is an at Grove Chapel, where he gained from 

interesting number, the article entitled Mr. Bradbury's lips many a savoury 
.,; At the last" being especially worthy morsel of Gospel truth. During 1894 it 
of perusal. was apparent to us all that his health 

* * * was fast giving way. About a fortnight 
Several pensioners have lately been before his decease, nat□re entirely !.{ave 

advanced to the £7 7e. pension. This way. From then his conversation 
fact, and the increase in the total num- seemed entirely in heaven. Earthly 
ber of recipients to 1,326, has raised the thinga were but as dross to him. and 
pension expenditure to £8,400 per his whole delight was in the Word, 
annum. Who will help? which, with the EARTHEN VESSELS and 

l,httrhtgc. 
VIALLS-SILK.-On Christmas · day 

last, at the ~urrey Tabernacle, by Mr. 
Dolbey (pastor), Thomas Wells, only 
son of Mr. Thomas Palmer Vialls, of 
Camberwell, to Alice Amelia, eldest 
daughter of Mr. Thos. E. Silk, of 
Denmark-hill. 

In #emoriam. 
JcmN KNIGHT.-Many Suffolk friends 
will read with deep regret of the sudden 
demise, in his 66th year, after a lengthy 
and soul-testing illness, borne, by the 
grace of God, with true Christian 
fortitude, of my beloved father, on 
Lord's-day evening, December 16, 1894. 
My father, a native of Denham, Suffolk, 
first saw the light of earth. September16, 
1828. In his early days he attended, 
with his parents, the ministry of the 
saintly Mr. Harvey at Horham, of whom 
he often referred to in our hearing 
with extreme pleasure. At the age of 
12 he removed to Norwich, and for a 
length of time continued under the 
sound of the truth by attending the 
ministry of Mr. Pye, at Cherry-lane 
ohapel, Removing to London at 23, 
he experienced some of the bitter 
vicissitudes of life in this great city, 
during which the Mastt>r was pleased to 
smite him hard by removing to glory 
my eldest sister, a girl of remarkably 
saintly and amiable disposition, her 
testimony being such a bright one, that 
it was instrumental, under the Divine 
Spirit, in the conversion of three 
individuals. Then 

(Jospel Standards-which he took in for 
years-formed his chief literature. The 
night anterior to his falling asleeo, he 
was heard bya member of the family to 
quote Dr. Watts' profound lines:-

,. A 1ntilty, weak, and helpless worm, 
On Thy kind arms I fall ! " 

And in answer to inquiries from us, he 
said his· feelings were so joyous. rn 
seraphic. so nnexplainable, that he did 
not think he should be long in the 
"wilderness." He was put to bed, and 
remained conscious until 12 on Sunday, 
but after a short while he lapsed into 
a comatose condition, from which he 
never recovered, and quietly and peace
fully flitted away 

"To the bright inheritance of saints-
Jerusa.lem above" 

On Friday. December 21, after a sh~rt 
service at his residence at Camberwell. 
he was laid to rest in Forest-hill 
Cemetery, Mr. Hooper. a friPnd of the 
family, kindly officiating.-J. K:N'IGHTS. 

CHARLOTTE LA URA WILKS entered 
int1 rest Oct. 18th, 1894, after a Jong 
and painful illness, borne with sub
missive resignation to the will of her 
heavenly Father. Our sister. who was 
in her Hth year, was niece to the Revs. 
Matthew and Mark Wilks, eminent 
ministers of the old "Independent" 
school. Her father, ,v ashington Wilks, 
a Baptist minister. was at one time 
pastor at Great Alie-;,treet, and we 
believe this cause did not have a settled 
pastor after his death until Mr. Ash
down, who now labours there. Our 
sister wa~ called to a know ledge of her 
state as a sinner early in life. for which 
we have often heard her express thank-
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fulness to Gorr for His preserving and 
upholding mercy. We first became 
acquainted about twenty-five years 
since. when she removed from Norwood 
to Holloway to keep the h,mse of her 
brother. the Rev. Mark Wilks, of the 
Congregational Church, who passed 
away a few weeks before his sister. 
While at Kor wood she had been under 
the ministry of Mr. Sih-ester, of which 
she often spoke very hig·hly. On com
ing to Holloway she was led to cast in 
her lot with us at Camden-town, in the 
happy days when the late l\Ir. George 
Webb was pastor, whose ministry was 
much blessed to her soul. The departed 
walked her profession, being most 
regular in her attendance on all 
the means of grace. Her loving 
sympathy and kindness to the poor, 
afflicted. and burdened, and her wise 
and faithful c0unsel and forbearance 
with the erring, made it impossible to 
know her and not to love her. She was 
truly a mother in Israel, and many 
times have our hearts been touched 
when she has poured forth the burden 
of her soul at the throne of grace in 
our social gatherings. She had been 
some time a great sufferer, but the last 
four or fi,e years was quite unable to 
attend public worship, which was a 
great trial to her. Yet she was wonder
fully supported, and favoured with 
sweet communion and fellowship, and 
by precious faith helped to 

" read her title clear 
To mansions in the skies.·• 

She is not lost but gone before, yet we 
do miss a loving, faithful, and consistent 
member from our body.-C. J. B. 

ELIZABETH THOMPSON PENN, the 
beloved wffe of William Hobbs Penn, 
of St. Peter's-park, Paddington, fell 
asleep in J esns Dec. 24, 1894, aged 63. 
Deceased was for many years a sincere 
lo,er of the distinguishing doctrines of 
grace. She was brought to see her state 
as a poor needy sinner under the minis
try of the late beloved John Foreman, 
at Hill-street, Dorset-square, where she 
was a member till her death. Hymn 
684 (Denham's) was very precious to her. 

MRS. EYE, of llford, departed to be 
with Jesus, November 17th, 1894, in her 
82nd year. During the last few years, 
through divine grace, she walked much 
in fellowship with her God. She was 
brought into soul concern about forty 
years ago. She had been a member of 
two lnde1,endent causes, but was an 
entire stranger to grace and salvation 
until led by her husband to Ebenezer, 
Ilford, where the Holy Spirit opened 
her eyes to see her state as a helpless 
sinner before God. She became a con
stant hearer, and ten years ago was bap
tized by brother Fountain. I have had 
much sweet fellowship with her. She 
fell asleep in the faith of the finished 
work of Jesus. Her remains were in-

terrerr in the Old Ilforrr Churchyard, 
when I had the honour to say a few 
words at her gra.ve.-J. FLORY. 

B. J. GRICE entered into rest Novem
ber 17th, 1894, by being thrown from 
his vehicle at Pyrmont, Sydney, N.S.W. 
Deceased was a native of Harwich, 
Essex. More next month (D.v.). 

THOMAS APPLETON was ta.ken to his 
eternal home Nov. 24th, 1894. He was, 
I believe, known to many ministers and 
friends among the Suffolk Churches, 
having spent his early life there. Com
ing to London, he ma.de his home at 
Providence, Clapham Junction, where 
he was ba.ptized by the late Mr. Phillips 
in April, 1877, and a.bout eight years 
after came to Ebenezer, Clapham, and 
much enjoyed the ministry of our late 
\Jeloved pastor, Mr. H. Hall, and was 
deacon about eight years. He was 
afflicted for about two and a half years 
with cancer, and much of that time was 
debarred attendance on the means of 
~race, but was ever solicitous concern
mg the welfare of Zion, and although 
confined at home he was often favoured 
to feel the Lord's presence. In answer 
to a brother he said, just before he 
died, " I believe the Lord by His Spirit 
begun a work of grace in my soul many 
years a.go, and has maintained it and 
sustained me through many trials, and 
my only hope now is the blood and 
righteousness of God the Lamb." Mr. 
W. S. Brown committed his mortal re
mains to the grave, and preached the 
following Lord's-day from the words, 
"The righteous hath hope in his death." 
He leaves a widow and ten children, 
one of which is in Earlwood Asylum, 
and has to be re-elected in April, or he 
must come out. [See advt.] 

MR. HOLLAND, of Ebenezer, Clapham, 
passed a.way Dec. 29, 1894. Deceased 
could never open his mouth in prayer 
publicly, but before the Lord took him 
home He unloosed his tongue, and in 
the language of the apostle he ex
pressed a desire " to depart and be with 
Christ, which is far better." 

ELIZABETH JAMES, wife of Walter 
Ja.mes. entered into rest, Jan. 13, 1895, 
aged 79. During her last few days 
Feveral sweet hymns were very precious 
to her. 

"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness," 
"There is a land of pure delight," 
" On Jordan's stormy bank I stand,'' 

and many more, beside several passages 
of Scripture, were sources of comfort to 
her in the swellings of Jordan. Her 
mortal remains were interred in the 
cemetery of Ilford, Jan. 20. Several 
friends were present, and J. W. B. ea.id a 
few words at the grave, testifying to the 
power of sovereign grace in the sal va.
tion of the departed, and prayed that 
God's supporting grace may be experi
enced by the sorrowing husband and 
family. 
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(See page i2.) 

C!ht.courngrmtut m tht Wlor$f ~imes. 
BY Enw AUD MITCH ELL. 

"Bt1t David encollraged himself in the Lord his God."-1 Sam. xxx. o. 
" DAVID was greatly distressed." He had never been in a worse case 

in all his eventful career. The trouble came on the back of a 
wonderful deliverance, which made it harder to bear. Placed in a 
dilemma, with apparently no choice but to play the part of a traitor to 
Achish, who had treated him most generomly, or else to fight against his 
own countrymen whom he loved with all his soul, God had wondrously 
opened a way of escape for His serrnnt. The jealousy of the Philistines 
compelled Achish to dismiss him from the camp. With surprise and 
gratitude doubtless David set forth 1on his journey to Ziklag. But when 
on the third day they came to the :{>lace, what they had left a prosperous 

VoL. LI. M:ucu, 1895. F 
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town was a heap of smouldering ruins, while their wives, children, and 
possessions were all carried away. The blow was tenible. David and 
his men "lifted up their voice and wept until they had no more power to 
weep." But well-nigh maddened by thei1· losses the men turned fiercely 
upon their leader; and, regarding him as the cause of their misfortune, 
spake of stoning him; "and David was greatly distressed." 

David's distress was aggravated by a sense of his ou-n past folly. 
More than a year before, under a fit of unbelief, he had said, " 1 shall 
now perish one day by the hand of Saul: there is nothing better for me 
than that I should speedily escape into the land of the Philistines." He 
sought no direction from God with respect to that step. The ephod was 
not brought as aforetime. He acknowledged not the Lord in the matter. 
That one false step involved him in a network of deceit. David's con
duct in the land of the Philistines was anything but creditable; and, but 
for God's appearance on his behalf, he could not have extricated himself 
from the serious position he occupied on the eve of the battle between 
Israel and the Philistines. The raid, too, upon Ziklug was probably a 
reprisal on account of the way he had treated the Amalakites. His men 
appear to have seen the folly of their leader, and thought that his con
duct had involved them in their present trouble, though their design to 
stone him was utterly unrearnnable. We are not surprised that David 
was greatly distressed. Our wonder and admiration are drawn forth by 
his faith. In spite of his present position, his sense of the folly that had 
led him into that position, and the blind fury of his followers, " David 
encouraged himself in the Lord hie God." This was heavenly wisdom. 

David's faith gripped God's covenant relation. He, was the Lord his 
God. He knew that relation stood in free sovereign grace, and was indis
soluble. His own folly might cause his God to hide His face, and bring 
parental correction, but He would remain his God for ever and ever. He 
knew that this relation was a responsible one, that in becoming his God 
Jehovah had undertaken t-0 be a God to him, and had bestowed the pre
cious privilege of rolling all his burdens upon Him. If with David we 
can claim God for our God we also may encourage ourselves in Him under 
every distress and discouragement. Darkness may surround us, friends 
fail and foes rage, let us cast our burden on Him, and we shall yet prairn 
Him. who is the health of our countenance and our God.'' 

David was acquainted with the covenant character o: His God. He 
was familiar with His name as He Himself had proclaimed it to Mosee. 
" The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the 
guilty.'' Hence be drew encouragement that his unbelief and sin would 
be forgiven. Too frequently with us our trouble is the result of our 
faults. Jonah had not been in " the belly of bell" but for his dis
obedience. Yet this neither forbids bis hope, nor shuts out his cry. Our 
God is "ready to pardon.'' "Like as a Father pitieth His children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.'' 

" His ang-er is so ~low to ride, 
Bo ready to abate." 

We excuse not our sins, but encourage ourselves in His mercy. To do 
otherwise is to listen to the lies of unbelief, and further to dishonour our 
covenant God. 
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David remembered the i11jinile resources of His God. "There is 
nothing too hard for Jehovah." He can raise the dead if need be. "He 
blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning." He even gave 
him "twice as much as he bad before." No case can be hopeless if God 
will undertake it. The blackened ruins of Ziklag might preach despair, 
but the infinite resources of Jehovah preached hope more powerfully. 
All is lost said sense and reason; all may be recovered, whispered faith. 
" Bring me hither the ephod." The trial had answered its end, it had 
brought David back to bis God. We hear nothing of the ephod till now 
since David had come into Philistia. But now carnal expedients and 
fleshly contrivances are all cast aside, and he returns to a simple trust in 
his covenant God. We, too, have wept till we had no more power to 
weep over our ruined Ziklags, but we can say with David, " It is good 
for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn Thy statutes." 
Sanctified afflictions wean us from trust in an arm of flesh, and teach us 
to repose on an omnipotent God. 

David doubtless recalled the inviolable faithfulness of his covenant 
God. Hath He spoken, and shall He not perform it? The throne of 
Israel had been promised him, could the promise prove abortive? Past 
~xperiences confirmed the truth of God. How many times, and in what 
wonderful ways, he had been delivered. Having delivered him in si.."'l: 
troubles, could God fail him in the seventh? Truly the trial was severe, 
but the consolation was strong. The covenant character and relation of 
God, His infinite ability, His inviolate faithfulness, and precious 
promises are sufficient to cheer under any and every distress. We know 
the issue. All was recovered, and much more than they had lost. "There 
was nothing lacking to them, neither small nor great, neither sons nor 
daughters, neither spoil, nor anything they bad taken to them. David 
recovered all." And beside their own things, they had all the spoil the 
A.malakites had gathered €lsewhere in their incursion. Thus God 
honoured David's faith, and magnified His own name. "My soul, wait 
thou only upon God, and let thy expectation be from Him." In all thy 
seasons of distress and dismay, encourage thyself in the Lord thy God. 
But since my faith is so weak, and unbelief so crafty and strong, gracious 
Spirit strengthen my faith, and enable me thus to follow in the footsteps 
of thy servant David! · 

" The saints should never be dismayed, 
Nor sink in hopeless fear, 

For when they least expect His aid 
The Saviour will appear. 

P,lest proofs of power, and love divine, 
Are tauizht us in His Word; 

May every heartfelt care of mine 
Be trusted to the Lord." 

THE power of God, considered as exerted in and for His believing 
people, becomes a gracious medium of their present and eternal felicity. 
But that same adorable attribute, when set in array against reprobate 
angels and men, burns as a fire which none can quench. Who knoweth 
the power of Thy wrath ? And O how irresistibly will that power be 
made manifest when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
believe not the Gospel.-Toplady. 
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0 UR PO H TRAIT GALLERY .-No. II I. 
THE LATE MR. HIRAM GEORGE MAYCOCK, 

IN compliance with the request of many friends, I herewith send a few 
details with respect to the life, call by grace, and ministerial career of 

our late friend and brother, H. G. Maycock. 
He was born in India, near Deihi, on December 3rd, 1823 (his 

father being of the military profession), and brought to this country 
when about fifteen months old. At the age of thirteen he was 
apprenticed to his uncle (Mr. Swift, an extensive boot and shoe 
manufacturer, who was a rigid Roman Catholic, who had a form of 
daily de,otion observed in his family, tracts read from "The Garden 
of the Soul," "Fenelon's Sermons,'' "The Writings of Thomas 
a Kempis," and other Roman Catholic works). This acted, for the time 
being, as some check on his conscience. Having previously been a very 
wicked youth, notwithstanding the endeavours of bis father, who was a 
man of high moral principle, to teach him morality, and the duty of 
attending publie worship on the Lord's-day. • 

After he left his uncle's service he had more liberty and greater 
opportunity of running a course of iniquity and rebellion against God, 
which he eagerly pursued for a series of years. Several checks now and 
again intervened to interrupt his progress in the downward career, but 
he was :finally stopped on the road to endless woe one Lord's-day 
evening as he was going to Cremorne Gardens to indulge in sinful 
pleasure. Hearing singing when near Cadogan Pier, he stopped and 
listened to it, and ah,o to the address which followed. The portion of 
Scripture the preacher took for his text was Prov. xxiii. 17, 18-viz., 
" Be thou in the fear of the Lord· all the day long ; for surely there is an 
end ; and thine expectation shall not be cut off." The discourse made a 
deep and vivid impression on his mind, and at the close he followed the 
preacher and others to a prayer-meeting in an adjoining cottage. Here, 
being unable to prevent his feelings finding vent in sobs and groans, was 
noticed by the cornpa,ny, and spoken to by an aged woman, who became 
the instrument in the hand of God in leading him to the fountain 
opened for sin. She directed hiJ;n to the blood of Christ as cleansing 
from all sin, and in a moment he felt his burden gone, which, although 
he had persisted in his evil practices, had often been felt as a dreadful 
load on his conscience. He joined his new friends the Wesleyans1 and 
took an active part as a class leader, trustee of a chapel, tract 
distributor, and preacher. 

In the year 1850 he went to reside at Brighton, and was induced to
join the Primitive Methodists, with whom he continued some years, 
preaching the Gospel of salvation from his own feelings in the work;. 
and from the seals God bad given him, he felt persuaded he had been 
called by God to preach the Word of life. Hr. read several articles in 
the EARTHEN VESSEL written by the Strict Baptist ministers, and was 
convinced by the articles in question, that his ministry was not four
Aquare with the Word of God, and at once resigned his connection with, 
the Primitive Methodists, was ultimately baptized by the late C. W. 
Banks, and received into full communion with the Church worshipping 
at Unicorn-yard Chapel, June 2nd, 1861. He then was invited to 
supply at several Strict Baptist Churches, and received many invitations 
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or calls to the ministry, but preferred to settle down with the Church 
worshipping at Bethel Chapel, Old Ford. Ultimately the place became 
too small for the congregation, and the Church removed to Hope 
Baptist Chapel, Norton-street, Bethnal Green. Here his ministry was 
greatly blessed to the ingathering of many preciou3 souls. However, 
he shortly afberwards accepted an invite from the Church at Woolwich, 
which proved an injudicious step, as he passed through some very 
trying circumstances, which brought about his retirement from the 
ministry. 

He removed to London, and attended the service of God at the 
Surrey Tabernacle, but did not make himself known. He told the 
writer he could not intrude upon the hospitality of his many kind 
friends, and preferred sweeping a crossing in the street to any fawning 
or obsequious conduct. He adopted a very humble method to obtain a 
honest livelihood by selling cough-drops and pills in the marketing 
localities of the Metropolis for some time. The writer sort him out, and 
had a long conversation with him with respect to the Lord's dealings 
with him. He said that the Lord had been very merciful to him, and 
although he had passed through deep sorrow he acknowledged, though 
chastened, he had not been forsaken by the Lord. 

Being instructed by several causes of truth to obtain supplies for 
them, I introduced our late brother to tieveral places, and was found 
very acceptable. He preached many times at Dunmow, Saffron Walden, 
Tring, Dunstable, Cottenham, Bexley, and other places. At the latter 
cause he laboured for five years, and was ultimately chosen pastor of that 
Church, which he resigned on account of ill-health last summer, but 
continued to serve them as a supply until the end of October, 1894. 

His last sermon was preached at Grays, on the occasion of their 
harvest thanksgiving, from Mark iv. 28. Here he contracted a severe 
chill, which resulted in congestion of the lungd and inflnenza, which 
terminated his earthly career, on December 28th last, at the age of 71. • 
I frequently visited him, and found his mind full of anticipation to be 
with his Lord and Saviour, who he delighted to serve, "and was not," 
he said, " ashamed of the truths he preached. He longed to be with 
Jesus, and to be free from the body of sin." His end was sweet, calm, 
and peaceful; and may our last end be like his. J. SANDERS. 

LIFE A VAPOUR. 
(A Sermont preached by Enw ARD CARR, at Providence Chapel, Bath, on 

Sunday morning, October 7th, 1894.) 
".!<'or what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, 

and then vanisheth away."...:..James iv. 14. 

IT is well sometimes, my dear friends, to call to mind the brevity and 
uncertainty of time, and to endeavour to consider what this present 

life really is which we now live in the flesh. There are many young 
pe0ple here, and I trust they will attend to the truths I am about to set 
before them,and that the Holy Spirit may apply it to their hearts. A little 
while ago we were not, and soon we shall not be, rn far as this present 

• See page 53, February issue. . 
t This sermon was taken down in shorthand by W. A. Sumsion. 
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world is concerned. The life spoken of in our text is that which inter
venes between these two states. Our life, then, what is it? Hark(' 
" It. is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 
rnnisheth away." We may well "consider our latter end," seeing it 
may be so very near. Our life "vanisheth away." What can concern 
us more closely than this ? There are two point':l in the text. First, 
the great q?estion, "What is your life?" Secondly, the solemn 
answer, "It 1s even a vapour that vanisheth away." 

I.-The .IJrMf quPstion, "What is your life?" It is an important· 
enquiry. We have a life in common with all animals, life outward, as 
we know it, life that is sustained by food. This is the life which is 
but a vapour. But we have also an inward life, the life of our souls. 
There is bodily-life, and there is soul-life. The former must soon 
come to an end, so far a;; existence in this world is concerned; but our· 
souls can never die, their life is immortal. It is this which gives weight 
and solemnity to the question of the text, "What is your life?" Think 
of it! Our immortal spirits will live when our clay tabernacles have 
returned to dust. What is the soul? It is that part of us which -
thinks, which feels, which wills or determines. The faculties of the 
soul are all comprised in these three-knowledge, or thought; feeling, 
or emotion, love, hate, &c.; and will, the voluntary determining state. 
But these capacities are not in the soul as our members belong to the 
body. There is no such division as this in the soul itself, because it is 
the whole soul that knows, feels, and wills. Now, our souls must live 
for ever, and are destined to eternal happiness or endless woe. As 
death leaves us eternity will find us. "As the tree falls it must for 
ever lie.'' Think of these words, "For ever." How strange it is, that 
while people know they must go on living after death, their thoughts 
are so little concerned with that part of _them which is immortal. The 
thoughts of all of us are far too much engrossed with this present life 
to the neglect of our souls. How diligent we are in all things pertain
ing to the "vapour " which exists but for a moment's space. What 
care and anxiety we take for our poor perishable, perishing bodies. 
That which vanisheth away fills all our th<>ughts. But as for our souls~ 
which of us ever cares to enquire into their state, or ever thinks of the 
future awaiting us? Death must 'come, and it may come so very, very 
soon. What is your life ? " What shall it, profit a man if he shall gain 
the whole world "-so as to have the very fulness of natural life-" and 
lose Lis own soul?" (Mark viii. 36). May God send His own truth 
home with power to some careless hearts. 

· Now, the godly have a higher life still. They have a body, and 
hence are obliged to take care and anxiety about the things of this world. 
They also have a soul, the same as all men. But that soul is by 
nature "dead in trespasses and sins," till quickened by the Spirit of· 
God. In the day of regeneration it is put in possession of spiritual 
life. It is this to which Jesus referred when He said, "Ye must be 
born again." Regeneration is the beginning of spiritual life. Let me 
pause here, and again press home the enquiry, "What is your life?" 
A.re you born again ? 0, says one, "I cannot understand anything 
about this regeneration!" How can you, dear friend, comprehend 
wnat you know nothing about? Regeneration is to be experienced; it· 
cannot be understood. Let me here say, I sometimes feel sorry at the 
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way in which some good people talk about the ungodly, and the manner 
in which they act towards those who are not partakers of spiritual life. 
'rhey speak and act as if they despised them. ·' Who art thou, 0 man?" 
"Who hath made thee to differ?" What if you yourself should be found 
at last among those who '' trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and despised others"! I am grieved where this spirit prevails. It is 
altogether alien to the spirit of the blessed Jesus, who, as man-and we 
are men-wept over the sins, sorrows, and unbelief of Jerusalem. The 
ungodly are to be pitied, my friends. " Thou shalt not abhor an 
Egyptian, for thou wast a stranger in his land" (Dent. xxiii. 7). A 
great and sad mistake exists on this point amongst some who are too 
ready to cry, "The people of the Lord, the people of the Lord are we." 

In love and pity we press the enquiry," What is your life?" Is it 
a. spiritual life, with spiritual desires and spiritual hopes? Natural 
life is manifested and maintained by breathing. Prayer is the breathing 
forth of the spiritual life in spiritual desire and longings:-

" Those feeble desires, those wishes so weak, 
'Tis Jesus inspires and bids you still seek; 
His Spirit will chei:.ish the life He fir~t gave, 

. You never shall perish, if Jesus can save." 

Mind this, however, a mere desire to go to heaven is no proof of 
spiritual life. We must go further than that. The first operation of 
the Holy Spirit upon a soul is to convince cf sin, and the frnit and 
effect of spiritual conviction is a cry for mere" ~pringing from soul
trouble. Henceforth the life becomes a life of prayer. Mercy is always 
needed; and, more or less; is always · being sought. What are those 
sighs, cries, and feelings in thy so sinful and so helpless soul but the 
inward expression of the need of mercy felt within" 

What is your life?· Is it a life of prayer, or not? Is it a life of 
alienation or reconciliation, of faith or sense, of grace within, or wholly 
a carnal )ife? The truth of God applies to everyone, either as a savour 
of death unto death, or of life unto .Jife. There is no getting away 
from it. This present mortal life is short, very short. Our days are 
numbered. Few and evil, are they; for, "What is man? his days are 
as grass; as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. The wind passeth 
over it, and it is gone. The place thereof shall know it no more 
for ever." It is but a hand's breadth even at longest. There is some
thing utterly unsatisfying in everything here below. "Vanity of 
vanities, all is vanity." I would exhort you to encourage such thoughts 
as these. Meditate on the insufficiency, the impotency, the dissatisfac
tion, and the uncertainty of life. It is part of true wisdom to face the 
facts. However much happiness you may hope for, or even obtain, in 
this life, you will find plenty of trouble to counter-balance it, to over
balance it, and death awaits you. 

But let us turn the question of our text round a little further. Look
ing at it from another point of view, we perceive that this present 
mortal life is a preparation for eternity. As the years roll away, we are 
either being made meet by God's grace to be partakers of the inherit
ance of the saints in light, or else we are "vessels of wrath fitted for 
destruction '' by being left to fill up the measure of our sins. What a 
solemn thing is life in this aspect, as the preparation for eternity ! 
Then to think how brief is the period that intervenes between the 
cradle and the grave! How soon life disappears! Hence our text 
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contains not only the impot·tant enquiry, " What is your life?" It 
also answers that enquiry by a very striking similitude. This is our 
second point. Listen to 

II.-Thr solrmn ans1cer, '' It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth away." How wonderfully God useR 
natural things to illustrate spiritual truth. A vapour is visible as an 
unsubstantial form for a while and then dissolves into nothingness. 
Such is our mortal life. I have been watching the vapours from my 
study window, and I think we may learn many lessons from the 
similitude used in the text. In the first place, 

1. A vapour is ronstantly changing. It is never for a moment at 
rest. It rolls round upon itself in perpetual motion. As one watches 
its convolutions, one is astonished at the surprisingly sudden changes 
that take place. One moment thickening, and then altering its position 
and shape; then it is gone. Such -is your life-a vapour, incessantly 
changing, never continuing in one state long. For a brief moment it 
may seem almost like something solid and real; but lo! "the wind 
passeth over it "-through it-and it is swept away. Nothing here 
below is more substantial than a vapour. How miserable is the state 
and condition of those (if they only knew it) whose aims and hopes 
reach no higher than this present life. 

2. A vapour is evanescent: it disappears while yon are looking at it. 
Everything the eye beholds or the heart loves is in its natµre a vapour 
in this sense. Last Lord's-day our friend Crewe was walking i;ip and 
down that aisle showing people into the seats; we 8aw him alive, spoke 
to him; but now he has gone. Truly life is a vapour; whilst you gaze 
i~ "vanisbetb away." It is difficult to realise that soon the place which 
knows us now will know us no more for ever. We are so apt to 
think every man mortal but ourselves. Yet bow soon, bow very soon, 
we may go! . 

3. A vapour is unsubstantial, unreal, dream-like. Put it to .the 
test. You cannot lay bold of it; it eludes the grasp; it is little more 
than a shadow, an appearance. So with life. You cannqt retain any
thing. Whilst you are attempting to seize it, it slips from your 
hands. Each moment bas gone for ever, as you call it yours. ~othing 
so fleeting, so unsubstantial as time; and this is the stuff our _lives are 
made of. 

4. A vapour is transitory. It is formed, it appears, it changes, it 
exists to manifestits unreality, and then it dissolves. Vapour, then, is 
a middle, an intermediate state (speaking of what we can discern) 
between the time when it was not and the time when it shall nqt be. 
This is what we mean by the word transitory. It is a passing throµgh 
from one stage of existence into another-that other is ETERNITY. 
Tremend,ous word! But again, 

5. A vapour disperses as it goes upu·ards. This is the nature of our 
life. As the tale of our years mounts up we have not so much strc11:gt~ 
nor vigour, not so much time to live as we had. Each year as it 1s 
added to the past is taken from the future. The day of our death is 
registered in God's purpose; and ere long it will be registered in earth's 
records too. The time is short. The number of our months is with 
God. When the allotted span bas run out what will become of us? 
As our spirits disappear into the veiled eternity-whither? whither? 
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G. Mark this I There is nothing real in a vapour. "Vanity of 
vanities, all is vanity." "It appeareth for a little time." 0 yes! it 
appeareth, and may assnme the most strangely fantagtic forms. You 
can see it; it is there. It appeareth; but in all its appearing how little 
we can understand it, and how soon it passes away. It is a striking 
representation the Holy Ghost uses in comparing our life to a vapour. 
Life appeareth, and it vanisheth. Where does it vanish into? Amid 
all the delusive appearances of the present mortal state, is there nothing 
real, unchanging, unalterable? There is. It is eternity. Time on the 
wing hastens us away to eternity. 

"Pause, my soul, and ask the question, 
Art thou ready to meet God?" 

My dear friends, What are our prospects for eternity? Are we alive 
or dead? saved or unsaved ? Has the Holy Spirit convinced us of sin, 
quickened our souls, given us a spirit of prayer, brought us to the feet 
of Jesus, there to cry for mercy? For heaven are our credentials clear? 
Shall we be found in heavenly bliss or eternal misery and woe when our 
mortal life vanisheth away? Important questions! May the Lord 
seal them upon .your hearts. "For what is your life? It jg even a 
vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away." 
The Lord bless you all. Amen. 

JOTS AND TITTLES; OR, THE PRECISION OF PRO
PHECY AND NARRATION IN SCRIPTURE. 

No. 2. 
THE ONE, ONLY SA.VIOUR. 

"He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to ·thy seed, which 
is Christ."-Gal. iii.16. · · 

" GOD is His own Interpreter," dear Cowper sang concerning the 
mysterious ways of Divine Providence, and thi~ is no less true in 

the higher regions of revelation and grace. There is a kind of continuous 
inspiration in Holy Scripture which ,has sometimes been greatly mis
understood. Some time ago, I was talking with a young friend who had 
imbibed the specious doctrine that the sense of Scripture wr.s for the most 
,part inspired, but not the very words; and when I quoted the passage, ,; He 
that believeth shall not make haste,'' with its New Testament equivalent, 
"Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed or confounded " 
{Isa. xxviii. 16, and Rom. ix. 33), he smiled at the idea that 1 had unin
tentionally confirmed the notion that verbal inspiration was out of the 
question, and only the sense was dictated by the Holy Spirit. But I held 
my ground, and this was my argument : If a gentleman employed a 
,private secretary at a liberal salary, he would choose a man of intelligence, 
knowledge, and capacity, whose powers of understanding and expression 
would probably nearly equal, and might even, in some.things, surpass his 
own, and in such a case he might leave a good deal to his secretary's dis
cretion in the way of record or correspondence. But suppose one employed 
a person of inferior intelligence to write an important letter or notice, 
would it be either wise or right to let such an one choose his own forms 
of expression upon a subject he understood very imperfectly, and. upon 

G 
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whose judgment one could not rely? Would anybody be likely to let an 
inexperienced schoolboy frame some weighty document which should be 
handed down to po~terity for precedent., argument, 01· appeal, and let him 
word it just as he fancied? Surely not! The idea refutes itself. · 

And compared with the Holy Spirit, what is man at his best, but the 
,eriest child in understanding? Therefore, we believe, on the best and 
surest grounds, that He who moved holy men of old to write and speak 
His -word, taught them exactly what to say, and He who taught Isaiah to 
declare He that believeth shall not make haste, explained it to Paul as we 
find it written by him," He that believeth on Him who is the Sure Foun
dation shall not be ashamf'd or rrmfvunded" ; con.fusion and mistakes bei11g 
the evils deprecated, and not earnes~ness and living desire and activity, 

So, again, the prophet Joel wrote: " Whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be delfrered" (Joel ii. 32), and Paul echoes the 
promise in the words, " For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved" (Rom. x. 13), sp£Cifying the full meaning of the 
assurance to be eternal life and everlasting salvation through Jesus Christ. 

I have been reminded of all this by the text with which this papei: is 
headed. In the promise given to Abraham, the word seed seems simply 
to mean "progeny," and is generally used in the plural sense, at least it 
does not appear to have been marked off as in the singular number in 
any Hebrew Scripture document at present known. And Abraham had 
other sons besides Isaac, be was t}je father of many nations, but " in 
Isaac bis seed was to be called," and Esau wasJacob's brother; but before 
the children were born the prediction was uttered, " The elder shall serrn 
the younger.'' It was not a question of "the survival of the fittest,'' 
not a matter of creature deservings or human choice at all; from first to 
last God manifestly kept all in His own hands, His mind rested on One 
Gmtf Pf'rson only through all the ages; the promised "seed of the woman,'' 
the "seed of Abraham,'' the Son of David, was from first to last none 
other than the" Man Obrist Jesus,"" Who was set up from everlasting," 
or ever the earth was formed, or men were fashioned. 

Is it not sweet to be thus reminded of God's unchanging purposes of 
grace, to know that He is of one mind, and none can turn Him, and to 
realize that His counsel shall stand, and He will do all His pleasure! 
And does not this special choice of Jesus Christ suggest His special per
sonal choice of His people in Him, and the predestination of all His loved 
ones t,o a state of grace here and of glory hereafter? 

And should it not increasingly force home upon us our entirB and 
constant dependence upon the Holy Spirit, both to enlighten our under
standing and influence our heart, for " What man knoweth the things of 
a man save the spirit of man which isin him? even so the things of God 
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God." None teacheth like Him, and 
His teaching may be known by its fruits, for it at once exalts and humblest 
purifies and hallows both heart and lip and life, yet simultaneously teaches 
us more of the hidden evils of our fallen nature, and makes us depend 
more simply, more entirely on the Lord Jesus Christ. The testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, the glorifying of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the great mission of His Spirit, and thus the teaching of our text, like 
the uniform tenor of the sacred Scriptures, is "Christ is all and in aIJ," 
"Alpha and Omega,'' "Beginning and Ending," '' First and Last." May 
He be so t.o us, all our salvation, all our desire, so that with perfect sin-



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

cerity we may say, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none 
upon earth that I desire in comparison with Thee, my Lord and my 
God.·' Amen. H. F:!. L. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
HOME .AND CmJMON TmNos.-No. 3. FREHH Arn. 

MANY of us are very sensitive to and afraid of draughts, especially 
when we are heated; sharp currents of air chill us too suddenly, 

and we take cold. But good ventilation is one of the prime necessities 
of life and healt,h, and those who do not get it are generally sickly and 
weak. Outdoor exercise and well-aired, fresh dwellings, combined with 
sufficient warmth, induce and tend to preserve healthfulness and com
fort. A doctor was asked what was the best disinfectant, and his 
answer was, "Fresh air," and he recommended a fire in a sick-room, 
partly for the reason that it caused a current of air to pass through it; 
and since we must be continually breathing, inhaling and exhaling, we 
can easily see how important to us the air must be. 

When God created the world He made a firmament, as the word is 
translated in our Bible, but Lhe Hebrew word means "expanse." And 
this is what is spoken of in Psa. civ., "Who stretchest out the heavens 
like a curtain," and again in Isa. xl. 22, where they are described as 
being spread out as a tent to dwell in. Tliree heavens are referred to 
in the Scripture-the third, the highest, God's own peculiar abode; 
the second, immeasurably high above our heads, where sun, moon, and 
stars are seen; and the first, cmr lower heaven, which is all around and 
above us for a number of miles, wh~re the birds fly and the rain and 
storms gather, and which is ever changeful and varying. We call it the 
atmosphere, a sphere or globe of air, or vapour, and vapours are the 
very emblem of things shadowy, unsubstantial, which we cannot grasp 
or hold. And yet this mysterious expanse was made by God to separate 
the waters from the waters. The waters of the sea have been drawn up 
by the sun and air, and formed into clouds, which have opened and 
poured down rain upon mountains and valleys, watering the earth, 
filling rivers, ponds, and pools of ·all kirrd8, so that the thin, filmy 
atmosphere has always been strong enough to bear up many tons' 
weight of water and to filter it down gently as required. The air 
presses us on every side, but we do not feel its load. We livR in it, as 
the fishes live in the great wide sea, and strong, vigorous constitutions 
are seldom distres£ed by the many, changes of weather which seriously 
try those who are infirm and feeble. 

And this bringa me to another truth, which intimately concerns ns 
all. The presence of God surrounds us like the atmosphere. " In Him 
we live and move and have our being." " He is not far from every 
one of us." On the contrary, He is most near, nearer than any earthly. 
thing or any human friend.. "Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit, or 
whither shall I flee from Thy presence?" (Psa. cxxxix. i') is a question 
we may ask, like the Psalmist, and can only answer in the same way, 
"Nowhere!" for above, beneath, around, even at earth's remotest 
bonnd, God is everywhere. I daresay yon have heard the story of the 
atheist writing down the words, "God is nowhere," and the child 
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spelling out the letters and repeating," God is now here," and how the 
strong man trembled at the solemn thought and was led to seek 
mercy and forgiveness from the Being he had so long despised, and 
"hose existence he had tried to disprove. 

And the Holy Spirit's gracious work in the hearts of God's people is 
compared to the air, the wind, the vital breath. You remember 
Ezekiel's vision of the valley full of dry bones of men who had long 
since been slain, and how the Lord told him to prophesy and say, " O 
ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord,'' and how the scattered bones 
came properly together, and flesh covered the re-formed bodies; but 
still there was no life until he was bidden to call for the breath, which, 
when it came, made them stand upon their feet alive and strong, 
" an exceeding great army" (Ezek. xxxvii.). So Jesus said to 
Xicodemus, "The wind bloweth," or" the Spirit breatbeth, where it-, or 
He, listeth" (John iii.). He is the life-giving breath of spiritual, 
heavenly grace and salvation. Without His sacred influence working 
within our hearts we are dead to God, as lifeless as those flesh-covered 
bodies in the valley when they lay motionless upon the ground. It is 
good to hear the Gm,pel, to read and learn God's holy Word; but "we 
must be Lorn again, or we cannot enter the kingdom of God," and "it 
is the Spirit that quickeneth." . 

Dear reader, if you really desire tbis holy life, it is already begun 
within you; and if you have passed .from death unto life, seek to live ~n 
the pure atmosphere, the fresh ai_r of the Holy Spirit's blessed, gracious 
influences. " As many as are led.:by the Spirit of God, they are the 
children of God." May we be kept_ from quen'.lhing any of His gentle 
impulses, or grieving that loving Friend, who, like the tender, beautiful 
dove, is the Spirit of love, and PC¥e, and faithfulness. May we "live 
in the Spirit," and "walk in the Spirit," and so shall we flourish and 
be soiritneJly healthy, and "grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ." Amen. · H. S. L. 

THE CITY OF THE. GREAT KING.-II. 
BY H. A. N'OEL-TH.A.TCHER. 

"Wa.lk a.bout Zion," &c.-Psa.. xlviii. 

TOWERS. 

lTERSE 12 :-''Telltheto/l'ers thereof." May not one of these towers be:
\ Tower I.-The Faithfulness of God? "A faithful Creator" 

(1 Pet. iv. 19). "Ile is faithful that .promised" (Heb. x. 23). "I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee" {ffeb. xiii. 5). 

Tower II.-Shall we call tower two the Long-snfferin~ of Jehovah . 
. . . . "And account that the long-suffering of our Lord is salvation" 
(2 Pet. iii. 15 l. · 

Tower III.-Tbe Pity of the Lord towards His own: "Like as .a 
father pitieth his children, EO the Lord pitieth them that fear Him" 
(Psa. ciii.. 13). · .. 

Tower IV.-Tbe comforting love o.f the Triune: "As one whom his 
mother comfortetb, so will I comfort you " (Isa. ]xvi. 13). " Comfort 
ye, comfort ye My people" (Isa. xl. 3). "I will give you another Com
forter, that He may abide with you for ever" (John xiv. 16). 
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Tower V.-God's provident care of His people: "My God shall sup
ply all your need according to His riches in glory by ChriEt ,Jesus" 
( Phil. iv. rn ). 

Tower VI.-The Lord's protecting goodness: "Fear not, for I am 
with thee, and will bless thee" (Gen. xxvi. 4). "I the Lord do keep it 
[ His Church]; J will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep 
1t night and day" (Isa. xxvii. 3). 

'fower V 1 I.-The Lord's guiding care: " I will guide thee with Mine 
eye" (Psa. xxxii. 8). '' He will guide our feet in the way of life" 
(Luke i. 79). "I will guide thee unto death" (Psa. xlviii. 14). 

Thus have we enumerated a few of the towers. Many more might be 
counted-" told.'' They are all summed up in the declaration: "The 
name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is 
safe'' (Prov. xviii. 10). "He is our' high tower and fortress'" (Psa. 
cxliv. 2). 

BULWARKS. 

Verse 12.-" 1Wark ye well her bulu·arks.'' 
Bulwark 1.-The Immutability of God: "He is of one mind, and 

who can turn Him? and what His soul desiretb, that doeth He" (Job 
xxiii. 13 ). 

Bui wark II.-The Justice of the Eternal, satisfied in the oblation of 
Christ, through whom" mercy and truth hav~ met together, righteomi
ness and peace have kissed each other" (Psa. lxxxv. 10). "He [Christ] 
was delivered for our offenceti, He was raised again for our justification" 
(Rom. iv. 25). '' A just God and a Saviour'' (Isa. xlv. 21). 

Bulwark III.-The Truth of God: "I am the .... Truth" 
(John xiv. 6). "A God of truth; just and right is He" (Dent. xxxii. 4). 

Bulwark IV.-The Infinitude of Jehovah: "Do I not fill heaven and 
earth, saith the Lord?" (Jer. xxiii. 24). 

Bulwark V.-The Omnipotence of Jehovah: "I know that Thou 
canst do all things" (Job xiii. 2). "None can stay His hand, or say 
unto Him, 'What doest Thou?" (Dan. iv. 35). 

Bulwark VI.-The Holiness of Jehovah: "The Lord our God is holy'' 
(Lev. xix. 2 ). "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty" (Rev. i.. 8) 
'' For such an High Priest became ue, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens" ( Heb. vii. 26). 

Bulwark VIL-The Mercy of Jehovah: "The mercy of the Lord is 
from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him'' (Psa. cili. 17). 
" He delighteth in mercy" (Mic. vii. 18). 

(To be continued,) 

EVERY soul that is saved, is sa,ed by the Blessed Trinity. Before 
one single lost child of man can be brought home to God, it is 
needful that the Father should send, the Son should come, and the 
Holy Ghost should brealhe; in other words, there must be a display 
of the grace of the Lord Jesus, and the love of God, and FI communi
cation of the Holy Spirit.-F. Harper. 

IT is said of the diamond, that "it cuts other jewels, but is itself cut 
of none; nothing will soften it but steeping it in the blood of goats.'' 
Nor will man's adamantine heart be softened to purpose until steeped in 
the blood of Christ, the true scapegoat.-A.rrowsmith. 
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AYLESBURY BAPTIST CHAPEL. 

THE thrin.ug county town of Aylesbury has long had a Baptist Church in its 
midst, and to-day, recognising the steady and increasing growth of the to\,;n, 
the Baptists worshipping in Walton-street have concluded that the time has 
come for them to bring themselves more in evidence by enlarging their present 
chapel, and making it more comfortable and inviting. . · · 

Readers of Dr. Cramp's " Baptist History" will remember that iu the year 
1664, two years after the passing of the iniquitous Act of Uniformity, the 
Baptist minister of Aylesbury, and eleven of his congregation, including two 
women, were seized and imprisoned. The justices at the Quarter Sessions 
g·aye them the alternative of conforming to the Church of England, of leaving 
the realm, or of death. As they coulq not comply with either of the first two 
requisitions they were sentenced to Ue hanged, and, doubtless, the sentence 
would ha,-e been carried out had nut the son of one of the condemned 
prisoners, by hastening to London, and by the aid of influential friends, 
secured their reprieve from King Charles II. Probably the "Merry Monarch" 
thought this wholesale slaughter ,\'ould ·be more than his faithful subjects 
would stand-we may rest assured it was from no sympathy with the Baptists. 
It will be remembered, too, that in thersame year Benjamin Keach, pastor of 
\Yiuslow, was placed in the pillory in Aylesoury Market-place because of his 
adherence tu, aud promulgation of, Baptist p,inciples. Such are the early 
re<.:ords of the denornination, aud little more is_kno_wn till the year 1733, when 
Baker's-lane Chapel (still in existence) was )icensed for preaching, and it was 
there that the Aylesbury Baptists worshipped, until the present chapel in 
\Yalton-street was erected. 

The present Church, lwwever, dates from the year 1801, when, on the 4th 
uf Jauuary-according to the venerable Church book, 110w uearly a century 
"ld-" the ordinance of tbe Lord's Supper was adminiHtered to the newly
furrned Church." The Church was 'theu nuder the pastoral care of Mr. Henry 
Paice, wlw resigned his charge in May, 1804. From that time until July 29th, 
li-;13, wbe11 Mr. Hopcroft took pastoral oversight, the Church was under 
HipJ,lies. By n1ea11s of help frolll the Particular Baptist Fund, the struggling 
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Church WflS able to retain Mr. Hopcroft until Jnly 2:1nl, 1820, when l11, 

preacher! his farewell sermon. 
Circumstances arising in connection with the chapel in Baker's-lane, whi,·l, 

rc1ulererl their tenure somewhat insecure, it was thought advisable that thr· 
Particular Baptists should have a meeting-place of their own, the Baker's-lan1: 
Chapel being under the control of the General Baptists, who sent one of their 
ministers once a month to supply the pulpit. Through the kindness of the lat0 
Mr. Marshall, who hono_urably filled the office of deacon for more than fjl) 

years, a piece of ground in Walton-street was secured, and on the 18th of 
June, 1828, the foundation stone of the present building was lair!, and three 
months later, on September 18th, it was opened for Divine worship, and so 
successful were the services "that hundreds were compelled to leave for want 
of room to accommodate them"; and in the afternoon a service was held in 
the open-air at the back of the chapel. 

In July, 1831, Mr. Norris was appointed pastor; and in Febrnary, 1833, he 
i·esigned his charge. The longest pastorate appears to have been that of .:-.Ir. 
Searle, who retained oversight of the Church from 1836 to 184!). From that 
time till the year 1868 the Church was again without an under-shepherd, in 
December of which year Mr. Colsell (now of Coventry) was recognised as 
pastor, and remained amongst the people till May, 1873. Much of this latter 
history is well-known to many readers of the EARTHE~ VESSEL; suffice it to say 
that Mr. Fuller (now of Bedford) ,vas pastor from January, 1883, to }larch, 
1891, when he resigned.his charge. 

In July, 1893,. after two years of the supply system, }Ir. Witton wa, 
publicly recognised as pastor, and since then the congregations have been 
steadily increasing,· so that it. is thought the long-needed alterations to the 
inconveniently-constructed building should now be put in hand. This matter 
has not been hurried forward without earnest consideration and prayer, and the 
fact that promises and cash to the amount of about £250 have already beeu 
received, leads the Committee to hope that, by introducing their needs to a 
larger circle of friends, the £600 required will be forthcoming. For that sum 
the chapel will be brought out sixteenj'eet nearer to the street, with a new 
front, as shown in. the illustration ; new seats will replace the present 
uncomfortable pews ; a class-room or vestry, and other offices, will be adder!, 
and a more perfect system of warming and ventilating the whole will he 
devised. 

Aylesbury is an important market town, with three railways running into 
it ; and it. is felt that the Baptists should not be suffered to sink into 
obscmity, and an earnest appeal is now made to the Lord's people, to whom 
the distinguishing principles of our denomination are dear, to help the under
taking by a subscription, however small, to secure their proper representation 
in this town. Any contributions may be sent to the Hon. Secretary, .:-.Ir. 
v,r, A. Chapman, 100, High-street, Aylesbury, who will promptly acknowledge 
receipt of the same, and will furnish any information. 

· OPEN YE THE GATES. 
BY J. C. JOHNSON, J.P. 

;ON Tuesday, Jan. 29, the ceremony of un_locking the door of Finchley Baptist 
Chapel, Station-road, Church End, was attended to, at 3.15, by our brother ~Ir. 
I. C. Johnson, of Gravesend, who, notwithstanding his great age, and the 
severity of the weather, put in an appearance at the time appointed. 

A number of friends from different parts assembled in the front of the 
chapel. The key was handed to our aged brother, with which he uulocked the 
<loor, saying, "Open ye the gates, that ,the righteous nation that keepeth the 
trnth may enter in." Many more friehds came in afterwards, until the area of 
the chapel was fairly covered. . 

Mr. C. Wilson, the chairman, proceeded to the platform, and commenced 
the service by g·iving- out a hymn, which was sung, read a portion of Go,l's 
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\\".,rd. nrnl ,·alk<l nn a hrnthcr to Hllpplicntl' for the Lorcl'H blessing m1 the 
s,•r,·icps of th<:' day. The ( 'hairrnan then called 011 brother Johnson to addres 8 
tlH· nu•Pting. He spoke as follows:-

l•e:n Mr. Chairman and Chi:istian fricn,_ls, ~, nm pleased to be with you 
t, Hlny tn atte1_1d t,1 the ,·er)· snnpl_c, bn_t. s1gmheaut. ceremony of unlocking 
the clnor of th1~ sanctuary to a,lm1~ spmtual worshippers. Many attempts 
"·,•re made to drnsua<lc me from commg, hoth at Gravesend, and by friends in 
t l1<' l'it~· _: hut lu1:ving made a promise, life and health permitting, i am bound 
t,, fulfil it, en•n if I ~m of no use now I am here. Yesterday was the 84th 
anmYersary of my lnrth<lay, so I have great canse for thankfulness, that the 
L<lrd has enabled me to come, and thus fulfilled His promise made to me some 
~-cars ago: "As thy <lays, so shalt thy strength he." 

~ow, some sort of a speech will be expected on this interestin"' occasion. 
". ,,11, what _shall it he ? It should be something edifying, and s01~1ething in 
linnnouy ~nth the pre.~ent proceedings .. I have thought that the promoters of 
this praiseworthy undertaking may be fairly compared to the Church at Phila. 
<ldphia, the meaning of which is brotherly love. Brotherly love has no doubt 
l,een the animating principle of your conduct in this matter. John wa~ 
banished to the Isle of Patmos, by that. tyrant Diocletian, for his testimony to 
the truth of God. What a pri,ileg:e it is for the Christian, that whilst the body 
may be separated froni the societ.y of men, no power can banish him from 
<'ommunion with his God. In common with other Churches John was com
manded to write to that of Philadelphia, and it is noticeable that no fault is 
found "·ith this -community. Jesus,- ,v1w.gave him.this commission, describes 
Himself as" He that is holy; He that.is true; He that bath the key of David; 
He that openetb, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and· .no man openeth." 
Yes; Jesus was holy, even when in the·womb, for it was said to Mary: "That 
holy thing which shall be born of thee. s.hall be called the Sou of God." In 
c-l1ildhood He was the "holy child Jei',us." Yes; Jesus is the Holy One of 
God. In manhood He was holy, harmless, undefiled; and . separate from 
sinners, and because He is holy, Heis necessarily /?'iie. He is the faithful and 
trne witness: true in the performance of the work the Father gave Him to <lo; 
true to all His promises, and faithful in all His ways. 

-He is described as having the key of David. Now a .key is an emblem of 
<J.utbority. There is no doubt an allusion to Isaiah xxii. 22: "And the key of 
the house of David will I lay on His shoulder; so He shall open, and none shall 
,lmt," &c. In the House of Commons, as in corporations, the mayors have a 
mace, which is carried on the shoulders of the mace-bearers ·as an emblem of 
authority. So Jesus has the key, for as Mediator all authority in heaven and 
ou earth is committed unto Him. He openeth. It is· His to open the cove• 
uant of grace, to unlock the mysteries, of the kingdom of heaven. He alone 
was found wortliy to take the book, and open the seals thereof, and having 
done so, He opens the mouths of His servants to proclaim His Gospel. He 
opens doors of sanctuaries for His people to worship in, and then, 0 wondrous 
lun! He opens the ears of His peop1e to Iisten to that Gospel, and opens their 
hearts to receive it in the love of it: this by the circumcising power of the 
Holy Ghost. 

He has the key, and that key is His' atoning blood: · "John looked again, 
a11d behold a door was openedin heaven!' What key could open it? Chris• 
tian friend£, do not think I am pedantic if I q note a• Latin sentence: " Crux: 
Christi clavis est paradisi "; or, "Tbe cross of Christ is the· key of paradisl3." 
.'.\ot, of course, the material eross, but the sufferings and death of our redeem• 
iug Lord upon it. Just as I with the key in my hand opened the do9r _of this 
chapel to give you an entrance into it, eo Jesus with the key of David bath 
opeued the kingdom of heaven to all believers, and no man can shut it. More
m·er, by virtue of Hi8 obedient life, and by His atoning death, He bath the 
keys of hell aud death, and with these keys He shuttcth, and no man openeth. 
He lias for ever locked those doors, so that none of His redeemed shall ever 
et,ter therein (I{eY. i.18). 

Thi, is the glorious Person that instructed Jolm to write. What did he 
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ll'ri(P'? "I lrnow tl1y works; behold, J have set hcforn tl1e0 an op1J11 rlr1()r, and 
110 llll\11 can Hl111t it; for thou liasf; a little strength, and hast kept :Vfy word. 
nnfl haAt not rle11ied My name." BlesHed testimony! Let ns apply it. The 
f,onl knows the works of those engaged in this enterprise, He knows that it is 
a work of faith and labour of love. It was good that it was in thy heart to 
f•rect a house for the worship of the true God. The same was in the heart of 
llavifl. You are, however, more highly favoured than he was, for he rlirl nnt 
live to see it erected, but you have succeeded in cowpleting the work. To His 
1mme be all the praise. You have harl difficultieH to encounter, and I believe 
ll'hatever is intended to be done for God's glory will have to meet with oppo
sition. You have, I m1derstand, had the roof blown off. Do you ascribe that 
calamity to the power of the Almighty, because "He holds th;i winds in His 
lists, and the waters in the hollow of His hand ''? I should rather say it was 
the work of an adversary, Satan. He is envious of your proceedings. Gori 
was pleased to permit him to do it, in order to try your faith, anrl to call into 
exercise your patience and perseverance. It was the work of the enemy just 
as much as it was his work to afflict Job; -and bind for eighteen years the poor 
woman whom Jesus only could unbind. He knows your works and the motive 
for which they are performed. He says, the·refore, "Behold, I have set before 
thee an open door, and no man can shut it." He knows your works as instru
ments. He claims it primarily to be His own work, for He says, "I have set 
before you an open door." This door has been open ; let us now pray that 
sinners may flock through it, hear the Gospel, be 1:-om again of the Holy 
Spirit, and be eternally saved. He says,· too, "Thou hast a little strength." 
Alti10ugh it be little, like little faith it will overcome every impediment, for it 
is allied to, and derived from, Almighty power, and the outcome of the 
promise: "He will give strength unto His people, He will bless His people 
with peace." Thus the Lord does recognize His own gifts in His own people. 

The next testimony Jesus bears is, "Thou hast kept My word." If I am 
not much mistaken it is love to the pure Word of God that has prompted this 
movement, in order that the kingdom of Christ may be extended. All things 
considered, I believe the denomination of Christians styled Strict and Parti
cular Baptists is nearest to the pure Word ·of God as regards doctrine, precept, 
and primitive observances. Strict adherence to the Scriptures of truth is the 
only way to obtain the commendation •of the Lord Jesus, as the Church at 
Philadelphia obtained it. 

The last acknowledgment is," Thou hast not denied My name" (Rev. iii. 
7, 8). The same may be said of our friends here. Ye have not denied that 
He is Alpha and Omega; ye have not called in question His divinity and holy 
humanity, nor that His name is \Vonderful Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
everlasting Father, and the Prince of peace; and, therefore, for the glory of 
that name and the salvation of His elect, may heaven's richest blessing rest 
npon this newborn cause. 

NAT URE AN D FA I TH . 
WE wept-'twas Nature wept-but Faith 
Can pierce beyond the gloom of death, 
And Ill yon world, so fair and bright, 
Behold- thee in refulgent light I 
We miss thee here, yet Faith would rather 
Know thou art with thy heavenly Father. 

Nature sees the body dead
Faith beholds the spirit fled; 

Nature stops at Jordan's tide
Faith beholds the other side; 
That but hears farewell, and si!Jhs
This, thy welcome in the skies; 
Nature monrn:s a cruel blow-
Faith assures it is not so; 
Nature never sees thee more
Faith but sees t-hee gone before ; 
Xature tells a dismal story-
Faith has vi&ions full of glory ; 
Nature views the ohange with sadness
Faith contemplates it with gladness; 

Nature murmurs-Faith giYes meekness, 
H Strength is perfected in weakness;'' 
Nature writhes and hates the rod
Faith looks up and blesses God: 
Sense looks downwards-Faith above, 
That sees harshness this sees love. 
0 let Faith victorious be, 
Let it reign triumphantly! 
But thou art gone ! not Jost, but flown, 
Shall I then ask thee bc\ck, my own
Back, and leave thy spirit's brightness? 
Back, and leave thv robes of whiteness: 
Back, and \e'.l.ve the Lamb who feeds thee? 
Back, from founts to which He leads thee·! 
·Back, and leave thy heavenly Father? 
Back, to earth and sin? Nay. rnther 
Would I Jive in solitude. 
I would not ask thee if I could; 
But patient wait the high decree 
That calls my spirit home to thee. 



SG THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

THE LATE i\IH. G. DIFFEY. 

Fon the benefit of our readers i11 
De\·011shire, Wales, America, an<I 
Australia, we give a portrait and 
brief sketch of our old friend )Ir. 
Diffey, late pastor of Poulner, near 
Ringwood, Hants. Deceased was 
born near the town of Corfe Castle. 
Dorset, in 1820 ; was brought up 
among the " Independents," where 
he attended the Bible-class; and 011 

the subject of baptism being dis
cussed, he saw plainly infant 
Rprinkling to be unscriptnral, and 
believers' baptism by immersion to 
be according to X ew Testament 
order. Before entering on th<' 
past.orate at Poulner (which was 
open communion), he stated his 
views,- and the friends were forn1ecl 
into a New Testament Church, anrl 

1 hose ". ho had not been haptized either went thi·ough the ordinance or left. 
Hl' was a Goel-sent minister of the Gospel, and. shunned not to declare tlw 
wl1ole counsel of God. · 

On Lord's-day, April, 22, 1888, he went to preach as uRual, reached the 
Yestry, and, after an hour's pain, was abse1it from the body and present with the 
Lor~, agerl 68, ·' He being·_ dead, yet ~eaketh." Almost his \ast words before 
le,ffmg home were," I tlunk I shall·~ave·a good day to-day.' 

THE LATE MRS. BENNETT. 
::\IA~Y readers of the EAitTIIEN VESSEL AND Gosn:L HE1tALI> i11 the counties of 
Surrey, SusRex, Kent, and elsewhere, will receive wit.h deep regret the announce
rnent of the death of Mary Handel! Bennett, the beloved wife of Mr. W. 
Bennett, of Wellesley-road, Croydon, formerly of Chelwoo,l House, Burgess
hill, Sussex, where, for a great number of years, she almost entirely supportc,I 

:the Baptist cl1apel there. Her translation from earth to heaven took place 
Xovelllber 12, 1894, aged GO. Deceased was a daughter of the late l\lr. Thomas 
I laynes Wood, at one time.minister of Wilderness-row Strict Baptist Church. 

Early iu life Mrs. Bennett was, by the Holy Spirit's intlueuce, brought to 
know and love the Lord JeHus Christ, auq by the grace of Uod, was enable,I 
during the wl1ole of her life to keep herself" unspotted from the world." Th,· 
<lepartecl was favoured to hold much sweet intercourse am! fellowship with her 
blessecl Lord all(] Saviour. This produced in her a truly lnunule mind, which 
bore fruit in a sympathetic and unselfish disposition towanl,; her fellow

-creatures and to the hononr and glory of her God, and was therefore nu 
-ornament to her professiou. Her chief enjoyment was in the service of 
Hirn who had made her a partaker of lli,; saving grace nwl mercy. 

Though highly favoured in Gorl'H g·ood und kind Pro,·irlence, Hhe was not 
without trials; yet, 

"WITH Tllll l'llOM!SllD I.AND_ JN va;w," 
8he was cheerful and kind to all with whom she came iu contact. For some 
1i1ue she was deprived of her naturat eye-sight, hut the eye of foith grew 
Ktronger and with joy "Beheld the law:l.' that was far off," nnd longed, out of 
l"ve to HiK dear name, to he there where" Pleasure in pcrfe<:tion is." 

Xovcruber 4, she was at chapel, hrig-ht and cheerfnl, nud 1111,jd to n fric111l, 
·" · l arn looking forward with fon,1 anticipation to the lnwl of far distauccs.'" 
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Xm·embcr 8, she took to her bed. On the 10th, she asker\ me to read. I re1ld 
to her John xvii. She commented very sweetly on verses 4, R, 13, 24, alHl we 
sang one of her fovourit.e hymns. On the Sntunlay (10th), Mr. Cnpel,rnd 
enlled to sec her, when she said, "I n111 going to heaven, not 011 nc,·onnt of nny 
merit on my part, but, because Jesus Christ ,·n111e to save poor needy si1111ers, 
a11d through gn1cc divine I am one." A little while before she ,•11tere,\ into 
tl,,, joy of her Loni, she repeated the verne: 

" The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 
I will not, I will not. desert to His foes : 
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shako, 
I'll nevor, no never, no never forsake," 

Almost her Inst words were: '' I'm lirm on the Hock." As long ns life la,;l,; 
shall never forget that voice so dear to me . 
. November 19, her remains were interred in the eemetery, Wal,;tcad, LilHl

lield, Sussex, service being conducted by,:\lessrH. Standi11g and Camp. A great 
number of friends gathered round the gmve, and suitable hymns were snng. 

Among the relatives and friends were :\lr. Benuett, Miss 1\1. A. Miles (adopted 
daughter), Mr. and Mrs. T. llayues "'oocl arnl family, Mr. and Mrs. ScmH<' 
and family, Mr. and the Misses Miles, allli Miss Luekens, Mrs. G. Miles, th,· 
:\Iisse11 Randells, Mr. and ~lrs. Knott, :\liss Uohi0Ho11, F. Smith (a child of lwr 
many prayers), and a great number of others. 

The fuoeml sermon was preaehedou Sunday eveuiug, Xovemher25, hy :Mr. 
J. J. Copeland, pastor of Derby-road, Croydon, from the text, "We 11re !'onfi
,1':nt, I say, and willing mther to be ab8':Ut from the l,odr, arn_l to be prc8ent 
with the Lor,!" (2 Cor. v, R), from which Mr. Copelan< dchvcrccl a most 
><olemn discourse. 

The los8 of Mrs. Betmett will be rno11me,l hy many, especially so by 
MARY AN)H: Mti.E~. 

4~, Wellesley-rood, Croydon. 
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I i.1,·s 1crilten by Mary R, Bmn~tt, on completing her 60th yea,·, 
Eight months bcforn her decease. 

Another milestone has to me been given, It cannot, now be long ere I shall go 
Anothcrlnndmnrk on the way to heaYen, To meet Him where the living waters flmv, 
:--;ow ~ix1y ha Ye been numbered one by one 'l'o R.ee Hin1 face to face whon1 I would ~el\ 
~..-ctftl, and silent.lY I tr,wel on: And in His presence eYermorc to be : 
l\"hy should mY life so full of mercy be? To meet the loved ones whom e gone before. 
"'by bas Goel giYen so good a lot to· me? To praise my God wilb them upon that shore 
\\'hen sins oppressed my young and anxious Where partings are unknown, where all i~ 

mind, peace, 
He tnrned my eyes to Jcsu,, made me find Where love and joy and bliss , hall never 
fn Him my Sax10ur and n1y endlos~ pen.ce: ' ce.1.se. 
And said to me that,, when life here should : Till then I wait His time: Lord, give to me 

cease. 1 That perfect peace which trusts my all to 
I should be with Him in the realms of bliss ; : Thee. 
Should know and lo Ye, anj see Him as He is. : My dear ones now I put into Thy hand, 
'II the long years of pain or grief or strife, I Grant them to meet me in that heavenly 
This knowledge has made music in my life; land; 
And shall I now begin to tell of sorrows past? And, if Thy will be so, 0 let me know 
:\' o ! I will speak of mercy to the last. ' That they are Thine before I hence must go. 

Mn.rob 28th, 1894. 

"NOT LOST, Bl:T GONE BEFORE." 
In Loving !Jfemory ofonr Dear Pasto,·, MR. W. Os:rirnND. 

WHAT is it makes our eyes o'erflow, 'A little while, and Jordan's passed, 
When from this wilderness below He sings the song in heaven at last, 

God calls His servants home ? His lovingkindness telling. 
Their toils and dangers all are passed, 
They've reached the Better Land at 

From whence th~y n~ver roam. [last, 

The Husbandman !lhnstneeds remove· 
That plant to fairer climes above, 

The land of great renown. 

Thou knowest, Lord, we miss him much, 
And yet we feel, Thy power is such, 

Thou canst our sorrow heal ; 
Eid our rebellious heart be still, 
Make us submissive to Thy will, 

To us Thy love reveal. 
A vacant place on ea.rth remains, 
The loss is ours, Thy servant gains 

The never-fading crown. 

'' Our pastor's work on earth was done, 
The goa.l was reached, the race was run, 

He went at Thy command. 
The weary pilgrim's toil is o'er, 
Satan can harass him no more, 

He's safe in God's embrace ; 
Forgotten are his sufferings here, 
All sorrow, doubt, and every fear, 

With Jesus face to face. 

How often have we heard him preach. 
Of joys above, beyond our reach 

L ntil the Father calls ; 
And as we listened to his voice, 
We felt he soon would taste those joys, 

Within fair Salem's "iv.alls. 

He seemed to live so much above. 
And taste the heights apd depths of 

Communion with his Lord. [love.-
., For glory ripe ; " of him !twas true, 
And when-the reaper· oame .to view, 

He called him home tc,. God. 

When lying on the bed of death, 
We hea.r him with his failing breath, 

Extol that precious name. 
It wa.s to him the sweetest sound, 
He loved to tell to sinners round, 

His glory and His fame. 

.. I'm going to my home above, 
I'm happy resting in His love, 

In peace and safety dwelling." 
Je: u:r:, 17tb, 1895. 

We felt that we could .ill afford 
To lose this servant of the Lord, 

Yet none couid stay Thy hand. 

Thou know'st out case, and wilt provide 
In pastures rich, with rivers wide, 

The food Thy children need. 
Thy plans must not be overthrown, 
Yet Thou dost never leave alone, 

The people Thou dost lead. 

It may be that the way seems long, 
Our faith is weak, but Thou art strong, 

May we on Thee depend; 
For even at His dying hour, 
Our pastor proved Thy gracious power 

Was with him to the end. 

Dear Lord, may we adoring stand, 
And lean on Thy almighty hand, 

Trusting Thee more and more, 
And while on earth we still abide, 
We'd say of saints thus glorified, 

"Not lost, but gone before." 

We pray, dear Lord, may we at last, 
Like him, feel Thou dost hold us fast, 

On Jordan's stormy shore. 

I 
And when with Thee our home we view, 

. 
Then of our friends we'll prove it true, 

"Not lost, but gone before." 
R, A. HARRINGTON, 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
lil;i"t' "i 4il~ntt' "'i n.'tt' ''""t'on evidently much larger than anticipated, 
S ~ "' a'"T ,., ~ll ,.,,., · • but the willing- hands at Ker,pel-street 

soon made light work of the extra 
A GREAT AND GRAND labour, and all were well cared for, and 

GATHERING, an excellent tea was well servea up 
MONDAY, February llth, 18%, will long under the circumstancea, for all enjoyed 
be remembered as marking an epoch in the social meal at the ~ame time, though 
our Mission in India and Ceylon. The in separate parts of the building. 

, . d By 6.15 the chapel was again full, and 
much · anticipated thanksgivmg an it was soon evident that we were to have 
dedicatory services were enthusiastic to a crowded meeting. It was computed 
a degree, and the missionary spirit of that from 800 to 900 persons were 
our Churches found a free outflow in 
the soul-stirring meetinas in the time- present, and the bitter cold outside was 

., soon forgotten by the heart-warmth of 
honoured sanctuary at Keppel-street. the loving friends assembled with only 

The afternoon meeting began at 3 one end in view-the extension of the 
o'clock, Mr. Sears presiding. dear Redeemer's kingdom by the spread 

The opening prayer of our dear of His own glad tidings of mercy. 
young brother Chilvers, pastor-elect of Our beloved president, Mr. John Box, 
Keppel-street,'was abundantly answered occupied the chair, and after reading 
throughout the meetings, to the joy of Psa. c=vi., called on brother Beecher, 
m;~ t~:it~an in his opening remarks of Shouldham-street, to lead us in 
reminded the friends that this gathering prayer. Then followed 
was for the purpose of united thanks- ll!R. BOX'S ADDRESS, 
giving to God for His gracious appear- full of life, love, and power. He said: 
ance to the Mission and loving response "We are glad to meet you in this time
to the whole-hearted prayers of Nov, honoured s11.nctuary. The Lord is great, 
19th, when, for twelve houril the stream and His greatness is unsearchable. It is 
of supplications was continued, that God in the name of the great God we are 
would raise up men to go forth to the met ; but for His greatness, displayed 
mission field, and eipecially send ns one in the riches of His grace, wisdom, love, 
to take the superintendence of the work. and power, we had not been here. We 
This He has done, and to-day we are have entered into the spirit of brother 
here publicly to recognise His !!'oodness Beecher's prayer. We do, indeed, desire 
in sending us brother S. Hutchmson as to trust Him, for we have increased 
missionary superintendent, and brother encouragement so to do. We each had a 
E. A. Booth to accompany him in the design when first we made a public 
work. profession of His name. We desired 

After readin~ and expounding Psa. that others should know whose we 
lxvii., the Chairman called upon the were by whom we served. When moved 
following brethren to pray :-Northfield by the workings of love nothing was too 
(of Maren), Upsdale (of West Ham), great to attempt for Christ. God has 
Jones (New Cross), Morling (High given us a work to do, and He will gh·e 
Wycombe), Abbott (Chadwell-3treet), us strength to do it. In this chapel, 
Brett (Homerton-row), Wilwn ( Hill- among the young, the Mis,ion really 
street), and Cattell (Bessels-green). The had its birth, in concert with two other 
prayers were· intersperaed with special schools." 
hymns, and the reading of portions of After a loving tribute to the memory 
Scripture. of the late beloved John Hazelton, the 

Mr. Sears then called on our special president then proceeded tc deliver 
commissioner, recently appointed to the charge to brother Hutchinson as 
visit the mission field, to deliver an missionary superintendent, and brother 
address. , . Booth as missionary to help him in the 

[Mr. Gray delivered a gond sound, noble work. These two brethren, who 
cheerful, address, which will form the had been sitting on the platform, now 
substan\Je of the Strict Baptist Mission came down into the table-pew that they 
article next m0nth.] might face the president. Fervent, 

At the close of Mr. Gray's soul-stirring faithful, and fnll of the Spirit of Christ, 
address, prayer was offered by Mr. our dear brother Box addressed each 
Broughton, of Guildford. The collection I separately, pointing out the solemnity 
was then made, and our brother Holden I of the work unto which God had called 
clo~ed the afternoon meeting with them, reminding them they were God's 
prayer. gift to the Churches at home to serve 

The friends now adjourned for tea. · Him in the mission field abroad, g·iven 
The large and commodious school-room I in answer to fervent prayer and anxious 
was soon densely packed, also the watching. The hearty co-operation of 
vestries, and an overflow gathering also I the Churches at home. with those 
in the chapel. The comp1ny was abroad was tl welt on, and the brethren 
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were assuren. of the ever-increasing 
sympathy a.nd loving interest we should 
ha.ve in each other, ann. the certainty of 
the divine blessing that would rest on 
the Gospel they were going forth to 
bear witness to. 

The a.ddress was a masterly charge 
from the he&rt of a hi-other to his 
brethren beloved for Chri~t•s sake 
where n 11 authority o.nd official pre'. 
eminenc<' over them was denounced. 
and the burning desire of a co-equal 
fellowship in the service of the Great 
111:aster poured forth from the soul. a.s 
lovin,:ly they were charged to "stand 
fast, ~aving thei17 loins begirt with 
truth. The meetmg was moved with 
emotion as the dear president took the 
hands of each in his (the vast audience 
at the same time rising to their feet 
al!d holding up their right hand). and 
with a clear voice, that only faltered 
with heart-feeling, exclaimed on beha.lf 
of all lovers of free-grace Gospel: "God 
be with you. and bless you, and make 
you a g"rea.t joy one to another. Always 
eeek God together. Amen." Amen 
sounded forth as from one voice through 
the crowded building. 

The president then called upon 
MR. MITCHELL 

to address the meeting. He said: "I 
owe my position this evening to being 
the pastor of our Mission superjn
tendent, not as being the spiritual 
father of our brother Hutchinson, this 
honour belonged to my beloved prede
cessor. the late John Hazelton. It is 
wo.thy of notice as something unique, 
that the first president of the Strict 
Baptist Mission was the spiritual father 
of the first European missionary and 
resident superintendent. This is an 
epoch in the history of the Mission. We 
start upon a new era. The whole of our 
Churches are arousing with a thorough 
missionary spirit, and the blessing of 
God will be greatly outpoured on our 
efforts in the future. Churches are to be 
raised that will become self-supporting, 
hardy. and of natural growth-not the 
raising of an exotic plant. Native 
labourers must carry on the work, and 
these we are looking to the Lord to 
raise up. but European supervision is 
m,cessary. The present meeting augera 
well. but we are incurring g-rave 
and solemn responsibilities. If these 
i>rethren go down the mine 

WE MCST HOLD THE ROPE. 
We are bound to help them by our 
prayer~, our sympathy, and our money. 
Words are cheap things. More than 
words are needed to carry on this great 
work. The fields are white unto harvest. 
Numbers are waiting for bRJ)tism, and 
the opening of God in the Tinnevelly 
district is a direct call to our hearts to 
Hi• service. We must pray for our 
brethren, anil help them in every 
possible way." 

After a brief paternal a.ddress to ll[r 
Hutchinson, just as we should expeot 
from the fatherly pastor of ChBdwell
street, brother lllitohell closed his 
warm-hearted speech by fervently 
commending our superintendent to the 
Lord, and the word of His grace. 

The pastor of Homerton-row, 
MR. S. T. BELCHER, 

then delivered an address as the pa.stor 
of our young brother Booth. He re
marked tha.t rebellion rather tha.n 
thanksgiving at first filled his hea.rt in 
connection with the call of brother 
Booth. He had hoped to have ha.d him 
long spared for home labour a.mong the 
dear people of Homerton-row, where his 
gifts were appreciated, and his loving 
labours were valued by all ; but God 
had ordered it otherwise, and both him
self and the Church could only sa.y 
"The will of the Lord he done." ' 

Addressing brother Booth in par• 
ticula.r, the pa.stor dwelt on the word~ 
"Be thou faithful unto death. and I wili 
give thee the crown of life," enforcing 
faithfulness to the Gospel he was 
called to carry for India.'s sa.ke as a 
nation, the sake of the elect seed of God 
there to be ~a.thered, for his own sa.ke, 
for the Mission's sake, and for the sake 
of his own spiritual home, the Church 
at Homerton-row. 

Space forbids giving either this or 
brother Mitchell's address in full. Each 
was listened to with wrapt attention, 
and the weighty sentences were worthy 
the occasion. 

Then ea.me the addresses from the two 
brethren themselves. that filled all 
hearts to the brim. First, 

MR. SAMUEL HUTCHINSON, 

who, like his brother missionary; was 
greeted with long and hea.rty applause. 
Briefly our brother related his call by 
grace, and to the ministry of the Word; 
with thll dealings of the Lord with his 
soul in bringing him to give up all to go 
forth to the foreign field. Door a.fter 
door had been oi::ened and clornd, until 
this was opened before him as an 
evident call from God he da.re not 
disobey. 

After giving a clear definition of the 
Gospel he was going forth to proclaim, 
he affectionately commended the lov.ed 
wife and child he was leaving for a time 
to the prayerful sympathy and care of 
those who loved his Lord. 

MR. E. A, BOOTH 

then followed with a thoughtful, clear, 
and stirring address on his position as a 
missionary, called of God to carry the 
tidings of the cross to the heathen 
a.broad; giving also an account of his 
call by g-race under the ministry of 
brother Delcher, by whom he was 
baptized on January 31st, 1892; God's 
leadings in the matter of missioµ work; 
his application to, and acceptance by 
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the Strict Baptist Mission ; the confliots 
arising from the contrary counsels ot 
friends, and the joy of hie heart in 
following the Word of the Lord alone ; 
closing with a. moat earnest appeal to 
the lovers of truth to praf for him, that 
he might be kept faithfu to the truth, 
the souls of men, and the oh1uge 
committed to him; useful, rather to 
die fii,hting than to shirk his work i 
pure m word, deed, and motive; ana 
humble at the feet of his Master. 
Touching the work set before him he 
took John the Baptist a.a an example of 
what a missionary should be, and 
claiming fellowship with him in his 
Master, mission, mes~age, and motto. 
The deeply - interesting address was 
closed with the words:-

"Oh ! to be nothing, nol,hing, 
Painful the humbling may be, 
Yet low in the du,t I'd lie me 
Th,it the world might my Saviour see.'' 

These addresses were followed by the 
singing of the hymn, a God be with you 
till we meet a.gain.'' 

The president announced that our 
brethren would sail (D.V.) on February 
22nd, by the O,·ient P. &, 0., from either 
Tilbury or Southend. 

Mr. S. K . Bland then offered the 
closing prayer, and with deep feeling, 
shared by all present, committed our 
beloved brethren to our !lOvenant God, 
who had called them to leave their 
native land to serve Him in India and 
Ceylon . 

Mr. R. E. Sears gratefully expressed 
the thanks of a.11 preEent to the loving 
labourers a.t Keppel-street; reminding 
us also of the important service set 
down for March 19th, when brother 
Chilvers would be publicly recogniEed 
as their pastor. · 

Our dear brother Wakelin warmly 
expreseed the goo:l wishes of the 
scholars of the Sabbath-school, and the 
hearty and memorable services were 
cloEed with the doxology. 

The collect;ons at the two services 
amounted to upwards of £46. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE. - The 
20th anniversary of the Sunday-school 
was held January 13. Sermons were 
preached morning and evening by the 
pastor, Mr. ·C. Cornwell, and a rnleotion 
of hymns were sung by the children. A 
children's service was held in the school
room in the afternoon, the president, 
through the unavoidable absence of 
brother McDonald, giving the address, 
which was listened to by the children in 
a very mark€d way, most interesting 
and instructing, from the word a " Whose 
Son is He.'' On Tuesday, 15, a sermon 
was preached in the afternoon by our 
esteemed brother Mr. Bush. In the 
eveniD'l', the president took the chair at 
the public meeting. The children sung 
:1nthems at the opening and olosing,and 
hymns during the _meeting in a mo3t 

creditable manner, ~bowing that great 
pains bad been taken to teach them . 
Messrs. Dadewell, T. Carr, Bush, Holden, 
Dale. and the President, addressed the 
meeting. A report also was read by the 
superintendent; a most happy and en
couraging evening was spent, total col
lection, :£8 9s. 3d. On Tuesday, 22, the 
annual tea and prize meeting was held . 
At 5.30, the children sat down to a good 
tea., and at 6.30 the friends were 
admitted, when several recitations were 
given by the children; the president 
then gave away the prizes to the sue• 
cessful scholar~, after which a magic 
lantern, kindly lent by Mr. T. Steven, of 
Ebenezer chapel, was much enjoyed br 
all present, the slides being- provided by 
one of the teachers. who believes in prac· 
tice as well as teaching. God bless him. 
A most enjoyable evening was spent.
R. GUILL, Superintendent. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION' (P~on
DENCE).-Tbe Snnday-Ecbool anmver
sary was held on January 27 and 29. We 
were again favoured to have Mr. J.Busb 
to preach the sermons. On Sunday 
morning he took for bis text the words , 
"From a child thou bas known the 
Scripture~, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation." He said that we 
must continue to combat sin, by the old 
remedy, Jesus Christ, and went on to 
show the connection there was between 
the childhood knowledge of the S'}rip
turesand the work of grace in Timothy's 
heart, from which he drew the conclu• 
sion, that children are never too young
to be taught God's Word. We should 
not alter the Scriptures, but teach fully 
the doctrinea, such as election. and the 
necessity of atoning blood. The scholars 
in full numbers, and many friends.assem
bled in the afternoon, when Mr. Bush 
gave an address to the children. taking 
as his subject the word "Bible·• divided 
as follows:-

B est book 
I nspired book 
B lessed book 
Living book 
E verlasting booli:. 

The children followed the speaker with 
keen interest and attention. .ifter the 
address the prizes were distributed . In 
the evening- a good congregation listened 
to another sound discourse by Mr. Bush. 
On the Tuesday. tea was provided for 
the friends and for the fi ,e elder classes 
of scholars. A public meeting was after
wards held in the chapel, which w1u 
tastefullv decorated with evergreens 
and outflowerd for the occasion. Mr. J . 
Bush, who presided, read Psa. c:div., 
and called upon Mr. F. T. Newman to 
engage in prayer. The superintendent, 
Mr. G . Appleton, then gave bis re~ort. 
in which he stat€d that there were :!O!{ 
schol11rd on the book•. a class of .·,o 
infants, G Young Ladies' Bible-cla~s 
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numbering 27. and a Yo:ing Men's Bible
class with 20 members. One young hdy 
from th(' Bible-class had been baptized 
and added to the Church during the 
year. They had 18 teacher8, and they 
worked harmoniously together. Finan
cially, however, they were £12 in debt. 
The chairman, after making a few 
remarks on the report, spoke from Gal. 
vi. !l. 10. He hoped that in the coming 
year they might be very much in prayer, 
and that God would increase their stock 
of patience. and g·ive them a lot of per
severance. Addresses were delivered by 
Mr. H. Dadswell, Mr. G. W. Thomas, 
and Mr. Lynn. During the evening two 
interesting presentations were ma.de. 
One wa.s a gift by the teachers and 
friends of a large Oxford Bible and a 
Danha.m's Hymn-book to Miss Adams, 
who for about 20 years has taken the 
infants' class. The other was a presen
tation to Mr. Sidney Sowerbutts by the 
girls of his class. The gift took the form 
of a larg-e framed itroup-pbotograph of 
his class. At all the services, special 
hymns and anthems were rendered, and 
thanks a.re due to Mr. Skellam who con
ducted, and to the organist, Mr. E. Marsh. 
Among the special pieces may be men
tioned "Jerusalem, my glorious home," 
sung as an anthem, to music by Lowell 
Ma.son; '· The sands of time a.re sinking" 
to the tune .ltutherford, "A.s pa.nteth 
the hart for the water-brooks," and other 
anthems. The collections a.mounted to • 
10 guineas. 'Cndoubtedly the whole 
auniver.;a.ry was a success in the bes_t 
sense of the term and encourages a.11 
concerned in the work. for another 
yea.r·s la.bour.-FRED. w. KEVAN. . 

SYDXEY. N.S.W.-A. New Testament 
Church has just been formed in the 
Odd Fellows Temple, Elizabeth-street. 
Mr. Fremlin, son of the late William 
Fremlin, of FoJt's Cra.y, is the pastor. 
Pastor Bamber, from Port Adelaidi:, 
assisted. Brother Grice gave the riglit · 
hand of fellowship to brother Fremlin, 
who in turn did the same to 10 others, 
and administered the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper. 

SHEFFIELD (ZION).-An enjoyable 
and well-attended meeting was held on 
December 27, 189!. Between GO and 70 
children and adults sat down to tea. The 
public meeting consisted of recitations 
and singing by the scholars of the Sun
day-school, interspered with congrega
tional singing and Gospel addresses. 
The teachers were encoCJ.raged by the 
presence of several of the JJaientsof their 
respe::tive scholars. The school prizes 
were distributed, with appropriate and 
trenchant remarks, by .l\lr. J. Taylor. 
One of the Jady-teacbero had supr;Jied a 
parcel of books which proved very 
acce1,"able. It being ,deemed ad visahle 
by the Church that a music1l instru
ment should be procured to assist in the 

service of praise, led by l'tlr. W. Fletcher, 
the effort was ta.ken up with zest by 
several of the members, resulting in the 
possession of a well-toned American 
organ. Among the speakers were 
Messrs. Jackson, Turner, Fletcher, 
Sanda.111 and Jones. Before leaving, 
ea.eh child, through the kindness of Mr. 
Turner, was well cared for. At the close 
the a.ppropria.tene3s of the doxology was 
feltanda.pprecia.ted. "Ebenezer."-H. J. 

WOOLWICH (ENON).-On Tuesda.f, 
,January 22, wa.s held a.t the presidents 
(pastor E. Whitll's) house, the second 
annual tea-meeting of the pastor's Bible
cla.ss. About 35 gathered and partook of 
the bounty so kindly provided; after 
which the evening proceedings were 
opened by. the president reading Peil.. 
xix., followed by the class singing the 
well-known and well-loved hymn: "On 
wing, of faith," &c., to "Inheritance." 
The secretary, Miss Knight, then read 
the semi-sessiona.l report which told that 
the subjects being studied were the 
books of Ruth and Esther; that very 
interesting- and instructive papers had 
been given; that the register conta;ined 
42 names, three of whom, in the order of 
Providence, had been removed from the 
district; that the averagea.ttenda.nceon 
Monday evenings was 32; that the 
labours of the beloved president were 
being owned and blessed, many young 
friends privately confessing their in· 
temelonging and desire to know if they 
have an interest in our precious Lord's 
redeeming work, and closing with an 
ascription of gratitude and praise to 
our covenant-keeping God for having 
preserved the president's health and 
strength, and given him grace to con
duct the class wisely, and also for keep
ing us together in unity and love. The 
report was unanimously adopted. Dur
ing the evening several sacred pieces 
were sung by the class, interspersed 
with short speeches, though the interest 
of the evening was centred in the pre
sentation to the president of a very use• 
ful small portmanteau, and also a.n 
eight-day clock to the chapel-keeper, 
Mr. George Abrahams, whose work is 
much increased by our meetings. Votes 
of thanks were given to Mr., Mra., and 
Miss White for their kindness, and a.s 
some had to leave early, the divine 
benediction was invoked by all singing 
the sweet hymn, "Saviour, breathe an 
evening blessing"; and at 10.30 the 
proceedings broke np, every one having 
spent a most enjoyable time. 

BOW, E.-The sixteenth anniveroa.ry 
of the opening was held on January 
22nd, and, although the weather was 
most unfavourable, we had a good day. 
l\Ir. Dolbey preached a. good sermon 
from Job xxiii. 10. Mr. Gray very ably 
presided at the evaning meeting, a.nil 
brother Lovelock enga.ged in prayer, 
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nrother Belcher spoke well, Brethren 
Holden, Margerum, Dolbey, and Noyes, 
with the pastor, spoke well on divine 
things. The oolleotwn amounted to just 
over £10.-W. H. LF:E, Pastor. 

HOXNE.-An interesting meeting in 
connection with the Sabbath-school 
took place on January 2nd, A public 
tea was provided, also a free tea for our 
Bible-classes. In the evening brother 
Thorndike presided, and gave the 
opening address, when he warmly 
exhorted the teachers to persevere and 
gave us a New Year's motto, "Let us 
not be weary in well-doing " (Gal. vi. 9), 
after which loving addresses were given 
by several teachers, in terspersect by 
singing, Through another year we 
have been honoured by an important 
work, one which has been blessed by 
our God. How we need to pray to be 
fitted for this labour of love I how 
greatly we need a patience which can 
endure, a perseverance which even dis
appointment cannot tire, and a spirit of 
believing prayer which braces the 
mind! The happy meeting closed by 
singing, "The Chr-istian's good-night." 
On February 6th we held our annual 
members' tea, when sweet fellowship 
was enjoyed by all present. Brother 
Banham sought the divine blessing, 
after which severlil spoke of God's 
goodness towards us as a Church during 
the. year. How· sweet is communion 
with saints 1-M. P. THEOBALD. 

is faithfal to perform that which He 
has promised, Then, "The truth shall 
make you free." And nothing- but 
God's truth ever did, or ever will, or 
ever can, make a sinner free in the 
highest sense of the word. Then, 
" Every good gift and every per
fect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of taming." Then brother 
Stockwell spoke to you of praise : " To 
whom be praise." Because from God 
flows all blessings, whether temporal or 
spiritual. Then, "So shall My Word be 
that goeth forth out of My mouth : it 
shall not return unto Me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing where
to I sent it." God's Word is to accom
pli8h His purposes in a way of grace, 
just as the rain and the mow come 
down from heaven and accomplish 
God's pnrpoEes in the natural creation. 
Then, ·• For His Word was with power," 
to which was a further amplification of 
the prophet's declaration which our 
brother Mor ling referred to. Then our 
brother Crowhurst, he comes last with 
a variety of things. The happy meeting 
was brought to a close by singing. 
"BlEst be the tie that binds" and 
prayer.-W. A. RIDDLE. 

CAMBRIDGE <EDEN CH.APEL).-Our 
New Year's tea-meeting was held on 
January 24th. About 150 sat down 
to tea. After the tea, a public 

SURREYTABERNACLE.-Theanni- meeting was held, and presided 
versary services relative to the comple- over by our pastor, Mr. Juli, who 
tion of the fifth volume of Surrey opened the meeting; after which Mr. 
Tabernacle WitnPss were held on Philip Reynolds, of London, spoke at 
Wednesday, February 13th, when the some length, addressing himself prin
editor (Mr. 0. S .. Dolbey) preached a cipally to the little ones in the flock, 
good sermon from Psa. lxviii. 11, "The the weaklings in faith, which were 
Lord gave the word; great was the much appreciated. Mr. Gill, of Wil
company of them that published it." lingham, followed with a few goud 
Tea was provided in the large vestry. practical remarks suitable to us all. 
At the evening meeting the editor pre- There was II large company, who ap
sided, supported by his brethren, the pen.red to appreciate the remarks made 
deacons, and members of the sub- by the speakers, and rejoiced together 
committee, and, although there were in the goodm,ss of the Lord. The New 
not as many as could have been wished, Year's gift to the minister this yeal' 
yet, taking into consideration the in- amounted to a little more tuan £1S. 
clement state of the weather, a goodly Our God has been very good to us of 
number gathered together. M.r. W. late in blessing His Word amongst us: 
Battersby read the report, which stated He has not f'orgotten His promise to 
that the Witness maintained its posi- Zion, "That her converts shall spring 
tion and spiritual character of its up as amongst the grass, as willow by 
contents. The chairman's concluding the watercourses. One shall say, I am 
speech was a concise summary of the the Lord's; another shall call himself 
addresses delivered, which was as fol- by the name of Jacob, and another 
lows :-My dear friends, now, of the shall subscribe with his hand unto the 
things that we have beard, this is the Lord, and surname himself by the name 
sum: From Mr. L. Soddy, "Small of Israel," In t.his manner we have had 
thinlfs," Small things are not to be eight (two brethren and six sisters) who 
despised. God, by small things, has have testified of the Spirit's operation 
wrought out marvellous results. Then, upon their souls under the ministry of 
"We are witnesses." Perhaps I might the Word of the Gospel during the past 
add the words of these. thinJ!"s, that God I few weeks. On Sunday evening, Jan u
has chosen His people in Christ, that ary 27th, we had a very happy and 
we are poor, wretched sinners, that God enjoyable baptizing service. Mr. Jnll 
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took his text from ,Tohn i. 2fi, "Why 
ba.ptizest Thou then?" We indeed had a 
capital baptizing ~ermon, divided into 
the following heads-I st. Why 1 2nd. 
Wh0 : Rrd. How be.ptizest thou 1 The 
minister appeared to be quite at liberty 
in his subject, and the sermon was much 
appreciated by the congrega.ti?n, which 
was a very large one, there bemg me.ny 
strangers present. The Lord gre.nt 
us many such times of reviving and 
refreshing· from His presence. The 
Church at Stapleford, under the pas
toral care of Mr. John Simpkin, sent us 
a sister. who was ba.ptized with them.
J. FAl'ELL, 

MINGLED NOTES FROM STOKE 
ASH. 

As a Church, we have been passing 
through a somewhat saddened expe
rience of late. On the last Lord's-day in 
1894 pastor and people rejoiced together 
as thev looked back and felt that every 
Sabbath throughout the year-except 
three. when absent from home -our 
pastor had been able to come and preach 
the grand old Gospel to the joy and 
delight of his hearers. 

1895 dawns. Snow, frost and cold 
prevails everywhere. First Lord's-day 
in the year. when we get to chapel, no 
pastor was there ; a. slight touch of in
fluenza, followed by weakness of the 
heart's action, and the intense cold, has 
kept him in his home up to the present 
time, where the doctor says he must re
main u.ntil the weather is warmer and 
he gets stronger, as unfortunately hi1 
home is three miles from chapel. 

Words fails to express how much we 
he.ve missed in the se.nctue.ry his genie.I 
face, silvery voice, and eloquent ser
mons, yet we have much to thank God 
for. Our annual week of 

NEW YEAR'S EVENING SERYICES 

were held from January 6th to Lord's
day evening, January 13th; they were 
well attended. and were refreshing 
seasons. Many fervent prayers were 
offered for Zion's prosperity, while at 
the same services interesting, profitable. 
e.nd instructive addresses were delivered 
by brethren J. Hitchcock, J. Taylor, H. 
Lock, L. Moss, and J. Short. Many felt 
it good to be there. During our pastor's 
illness the Word has been acceptably 
preached to us by brethren E. Haddock, 
S. Haddock, and J. R. Debnam. Our 

A.Js"NUA.L TEACHERS' MEETING. 

was held on February 7th. A good 
number eat down to tea, after which a 
well-attended public meeting was held, 
presided over by Mr. J. Hitchcock. 
After singing and prayer, and a few 
terse preliminary remarks by the presi
dent. our secretary, Mr. S. Buck, read 
the report for the year ; this wa.s very 
satisfactory. The business pa.rt of the 
meeting was 4uickly tra.nsacted, after 

which suggestive, stimulating, encoura
ging, and profitable remarks were made 
by brethren J. Taylor, H. Look, L. Moss, 
and T. W. Colson. After singing, 
prayer by our superintendent brought 
this happy meeting to a close. May the 
Lord add His blessing. 

We hope ere these few lines are in 
print, in answer to our many prayers, it 
may be our joy to see our dear pastor's 
face and hear his voice proclaiming the 
old, old story once again in the sanc
tuary; for, should he be spared to the 
end of this month he will complete his 
50th year of labour as a Suffolk pastor, 
having first become a pastor by break
ing bread at Cransford on the first · 
Lord's-day in March, 1845. 0 that 
many more like the old heroes and 
worthies we have heard of might be 
raised up to preach unflinchingly God's 
truth in Suffolk ; for, though now de
pressed in many ways, may yet our 
rural, mnch-loved county be raised from 
the dust-yes, "Revive us again, 0 
Lord, that Thy people may rejoice in 
Thee." So prays P. BARRELL. 

February 14th, 1895. 

HORNSEY (EBENEZER, ELTH0RNE
R0AD). -On Tuesday, January 15th, the 
Sunday-school annual distribution of 
prizes took place. A free tea to scholars 
and parents was kindly provided by a 
lady friend at five o'clock, which was 
much appreciated, after which a public
meeting was held in the chapel, and a 
large number of books distributed for 
regular attendance and good conduct 
during the past year; some of the books 
were a legacy from our late dear pastor, 
whose loss we a.re mourning, and wh·ose 
presence we missed, as he was to have 
been in the chair; however, his memory 
is cherished by us, as he was always 
pleased to be with ns to help and 
encourage. Good addresees were given 
by Mr. H. J. Wileman and Mr. A. 
Willey. At the close each scholar re• 
ceived a nice text-card, provided for 
them by two kind lady friends. Being be
reft, for a season, of an under-shepherd, 
we desire to look more earnestly to the 
Chief Shepherd, who says, "Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. Amen."-H. G. 

FLEET, HANTS.-During the year 
189! a few friends met together for 
Bible-reading, and souls were bleat and 
built up in the truths as found in the 
blessed Scripture. Finding the things 
advocated in Fleet were not aooording 
to the New Testament, and snob as our 
souls could feed on, we made it a matter 
of prayer that the Lord would give us a 
place to worship in ; He has heard 
and graciously answered our prayer, 
for we have had kindly offered us, 
and we have accepted, the use of the 
chapel, free of rent, for twelve months. 
On Lord's-day, January 6th, a Striot 
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and Particular Baptist Church was 
formed. Mr. Medhnrst, of Aldershot, 
preached a sound Gospel sermon in the 
morning from Psa. cxxii. I. In the 
afternoon Mr. Medhurst gave an address 
to the friends about to be united in 
Churoh fellowship and read the Articles 
of Faith according to the New Testa
ment, and nine friends joined hands, 
and, we trust hearts and gave them
selves to the Lord and each other. The 
nine friends were: one from West-hill, 
Wandsworth; two from Waltham 
Abbey ; one from Hartley-row; and five 
from Fleet. The ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper was administered to the newly
formed Church. In the evening Mr. 
Medhurst preached a powerful sermon 
from Ei:,hes. iv. 2, 3. The services of 
the day were brought to a close by a 
short prayer-meeting. Present : morn
ing, 22 ; afternoon and evening, :!O. We 
intreat an interest in the prayers of 
God's people, and, if any of His messen
gers will kindly give us a little help by 
preaching to us sometimes, we should 
feel very thankful.-W. SMITH, Minute 
Secretary, Albert-road, Victoria - cot
tages, Fleet, Hapts; W. PooL, Corres
ponding Secretary, Reading-road, Fleet. 

NEW. CAUSE AT PORTSMOUTH. 
We have received the following from 

a good brother in Portsmouth:-
" Some friends (lovers of the doctrines 

of free, sovereign and distinguishing 
grace, and who hold strict communion 
principles) opened, on February 3rd, 
Clarendon Hall,Clarendon-street, Lake
road, for the preaching of the Gospel, 
and will be known as 

REROBOTH STRICT BAPTIST CHAPEL. 
We do not open the hall in opposition 
to any place of truth, but with a view 
of advancing Christ's kingdom and the 
ingathering of precious souls. 

"The desk will be supplied (D.V.) by 0. 
H. Cudmore and men of truth from 
London and elsewhere who will not 
shun to declare the whole counsel of 
God. Gadsby's hymn-book is used, and 
the Church formed (D.v.) eventually on 
strict communion principles." -LOWESTOFT. - On Jan. 17 the 
scholars of the Tonning-street Sunday
school had their "winter" treat. A 
good tea was given them at four o'clock, 
to which they seemed inclined to do 
justice. After te, the children were 
allowed to amuse themselves in various 
ways, judiciously oontrolled by the 
teachers. Then followed a giant 
" Christmas Tree" (kindly supplied 
from ,Sir Saville Crossley's grounds). 
Our friends had been generous in their 
gifts of useful articles, toys, &o., so that 
each scholar had three or four presents. 
Just before leaving they had a slioe 
each from a large Christmas plum
pudding, going home with an orange, 

sorne nuts, and smiling faces. We have 
about sixty already on the school-books, 
ably superintended by brother Miller, 
assisted by brother Banham, the secre
tary. May God still bles.~ the school ! 
D, BENNETT. 

LOWE:-l'fOFT (T0NNING-STREET).
Special services were held on Sunday. 
.Jan. 27, when Mr. R. E. Sears, of 
London, preached to good cong-regatiom. 
On the Monday following a goodly 
number of friends sat down to tea, after 
which a public meeting was held, the 
centre of the chapel being r1uite full. 
Alderman Jefferies, Esri., the Mayor of 
Lowestoft, presided. He said that in 
time pa9t he had often looked at that 
chapel, when it was closed, and thought 
it was a disgrace to Lowestoft; but now 
he rejoiced in the good work being done 
by Mr. Bennett. At the end of his speech 
it was evident that a good tone bad been 
struck for the meeting. The Louystoft 
Journal says: "This was sustained by 
Mr. R. E. Sears, who, in his charac
teristic style, gave a pithy, interesting-, 
and instructive address. The meeting 
was unexpectedly favoured with the 
presence of Mr. Alderman Adams, who, 
on being asked to speak, made some 
cheery yet weighty remarks in his usu:,.l 
telling manner. Mr. A. Large, one of 
the members of the Church, followed 
with an inspiring speech on the power 
of unity in contrast with mere numbers. 
During the evening the choir rendered 
two anthems, which materially added 
to the enjoyment of the gathering. 
The meeting was pronounced to be in 
every way a very successful one. Mr. 
D. Bennett proposed a hearty vote of 
thanks to the Mayor for presiding, who, 
in responding, expressed the pleasure it 
had given him to bP, present; and then 
he llppropriately and wittily' sentenced' 
the Christian workers to ·twelve months' 
hard labour.' The Sunday-s<!hool now 
numbers about fifty. and Mr. Bennett 
is being greatly helped and blessed." 

STOWMARKET (BETHESDA). - We 
held our 82nd anniversary Ol' Sunday 
and Monday, Jan. 20 and 21. Brother 
Suggate (late of Halesworth) preached 
three excellent sermons to good con
gregations. On Monday we had a public 
tea, when a goodly number sat down to 
spread tables. Great credit was due to 
our lady friends for the manner in 
which the tea was conducted. In the 
evening the public meeting commenced 
by singing the well-known hymn .. 
"Kindred in Christ," &c. Brother 
E. Haddock led us in prayer. Brother 
Garrard, presiding, spoke of the good
ness of the Lord to us through another 
vear. Good soul-stirring addresses were· 
given by our brethren Dickson ( Brad
field), Dickerson (Mendlesham), A. Knell 
(Ringshall), and_ C. Suggate. Thus a 
very happy meetmg was brought to a• 
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close by singing the doxology, a.nd 
prayer by brother Garrard. May the 
dear Lord continue His blessing to us 
as a Church throui;rh the year we have 
entered upon. a.nd send us a pastor to 
take the oversight of the Church to 
preach Christ and Him crucified, and be 
made useful in bringing sinners to His 
feet, a.nd then into the Church. So 
prays,-ONE '\\"HO 'II" AS THERE. 

A SETTLEMEXT MEETING. 
ON January 2S a very interesting meet
ing was held at Westgate-road chapel, 
Bury-St.-Edmunds. Tea was served at 
5.30, and an hour was spent in Christian 
conversation. 

The meeting commenced a.t G.30, over 
which brother Backhouse presided, who 
was 8upported by brethren Dixon, of 
Bradfield, and Tooke, of London. After 
singing and prayer, and a few words 
kindly spoken by the chairman, brother 
Hart made a statement of the object of 
the meetin~. He said it was a settle
ment meeting, and gave us the follow
ing details. 

For over 50 years the Church here has• 
been burdened with a debt. The oha.pel 
originally cost £800. It was mortgaged 
for £400, half of which amount was sn b· 
sequently raised, and then remortgaged 
for £200, half of this was raised, it was 
mortgaged again for £100, this latter 
being called in, the friends were very 
desirous of getting rid of the burden 
altogether. A committee was formed 
consisting of the deacon8, several mem
bers and brethren Backhouse, Dixon 
and Ra.rt, they, though not members of 
the Church, taking a most active interest 
in the matter. 

The committee elected brother 
Backhourn, chairman, brother Dixon, 
treasurer, and brother Hart, secretary. 
Brother Bland, of Bradfield, kindly 
advanced the £100, to be paid back by 
instalments. 

Brother Hart said, the business of col· 
lecting the money was commenced on 
November 16, 1893, and by the end of 
December, 1894, the whole amount was 
realised. Some of the friends took col
lecting books, a weekly subscription 
was started and maintained, and brother 
Hart set to work in a most determined 
and energetic manner, with the result 
that in lil-1, months the sum of £ll0 
13,. 9d. was raised, which,after deducting 
various expenses and handing over to 
brother Bland a cheque for the balance 
of the £100, left in the hands of the 
treasurer the sum of £216s. Id. 

Our brother is desirous of making this 
statement, and those assembled with 
him tender their heartiest thanks to all 
the kind friends in different parts of 
London and the country, for their 
generous responses to his appeals by 
post with collecting boob; also to the 
ministerial brethren who have not only 
contributed, but were kind enough to 

recommend the cause, especially to 
Qrei,hi-en Reynolds, Wrenh Sea.re, 
Mitchell, J. W. Banks, a.nd ot ers. 

At the conclusion of the statement, 
the friends sang the doxology. 

Brother Dixon then addressed the 
meeting with many kind words of 
thankfulness and encouragement, a.nd, 
4)IL behalf of the friends, presented 
brother Hart with a. beautifully illumi• 
na.ted and framed e.ddress, as a.n expres
sion of their heartfelt thanks a.nd warm 
a.pprecia.tion of his disinterested a.nd 
indefatigable labours in raising the 
money. 

Our brother replied, and fully 
acknowledged the assistance given by a.11 
concerned. 

After sin!l'in~, " Come, Thou Fount of 
every blessing, ' brethren Tooke, BlandJ 
Sharpe, Bowyer, a.nd Farrow addressea 
the meeting in words of thankfulness 
to God in having thus crowned the 
effort with success. 

Prayer by brother Dixon for spiritual 
blessings closed the meeting.-ONE 
WHO WAS THERE. 

We have decided to continue the 
weekly subscriptions a.nd add to the 
a.mount in treasurer's hands, to put a new 
iron fence in front of chapel, so much 
needed. A. H. Hart, Hon. Sec., 37, 
Church-street, Bury-St.-Edmunds. 

THURLESTONE. -Providence Sun
day-school anniversary was held on 
Jan. 19th. Notwithstanding the i~cle
ment weather, there were friends 
present from Brockhold, Lockwood, 
Oldham, Preston, Siddall, !1-nd Slaith
waite, who showed, by their presence, 
they were touched by the couragl! of a 
Benaia.h, for it remind~d the "'.r1t~r of 
the incident of his sla.ymg a ho':' m a 
pit of snow. 188 sat down to tea m the 
Infants' School Board-room. A;t the 
clore a public meeting wa.s held m the 
chapel. Mr. T. Smith gave out the 
hymn-

" Our God our help in ages past, 
Our hoPe for time to come," 

followed by prayer and reading Psa.. i. 
Mr. J. Smith presided, a.nd called .on 
the secretary to read the repor~, which 
showed the school had expenenced a. 
very prosperous year. One of the 
superintendents (Mr. J. Booth) h!'-d 
resigned, as the Church had sent him 
out to preach the Gospel. H~ wa.!! a. 
willing worker, and we pa.rt with him 
reluctantly. The attendance of scholars 
and teachers has been remarkably good, 
38 scholars having obtained every mark. 
Recitations were given by the scholars 
between the addresses, and Mr. Thomas 
Smith in the absence of Mr. George 
Bedfo;d, of Clayton, distribute~ ~he 
prizes, which cost £6. The bmldmg 
fund for extending school accommoda
tion has been increased from £36, t!) 
£90. The chairman expounded Paa. i. 
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Messrs Philip Cracknell, F. Matthew
man, J. F. Walton. and others gave 
suitable addresses. The doxology 
brought the happy meeting to a close. 
-T. R0EBU0K, Secretary. [We should 
have been pleased to have given this 
most unique report in e.vtenso, but space 
will not allow.-J. W. B.] 

HOMERTON ROW.-On Thursday, 
Feb. 7th, a special valedictory service 
was held to bid farewell to our esteemed 
brother Ernest Alfred Booth, who is 
about to leave this country for India as 
a missionary under the auspices of the 
Strict Baptist Mission. We commended 
our brother to God and the word of His 
grace in prayer. Our pastor presided, 
and gave a feeling and suitable address, 
after which he presented to our brother 
a handsome, framed, illuminated ad
dress from the Church and congrega
tion, also a copy of Young's Analytical 
Concordance, and a purse containing 
£5. _Several other books from individual 
friends, and a silver pencil-case were 
added, shewing the high appreciation 
in which our brother is held for his 
gifts, his usefulness, and firm adherence 
to the truth. After our brother had 
replied, thanking the friends for their 
kindness, sympathy, and good wishes, 
our pastor shook him by the hand, and 
on behalf of the Church bade him 
farewell. The meeting was then ad
dressed by brethren J. Haines, I. R. 
Wakelin, of Keppel-street, and A. 
Harrington, of Watford. At our 
brother Booth's request, we sang hymn 
703 (Denham), "A sinner saved before 
Thee stands." The meeting then closed 
with the benediction. Our united and 
heartfelt prayer is," God be with him." 
-J. H. 

NEW BAPTIST CHA.PEL AT 
FINCHLEY. 

OPENING SERVICES. 
THE denomination is to be congratulated 
on the addition of another place of wor
ship, a very attractive and substantial
looking iron building having just been 
erected in Station-road, closetoFinchley 
Railway Station. A few friends have 
been regularly meeting for public wor
ship in this neighbourhood since October, 
1892, in a comfortable upper chamber in 
Queen' a-terrace. 

It was felt, from the first, however, 
that this was only a temporary arrange
ment, and they determined to set about 
raising the necessary funds for building. 

A very eligible site having been 
secured through the agency of some 
warm friends of the movement, and an 
iron chapel with internal fittings, &c., 
having been purchased on advantageous 
terms, it was decided to proceed with 
the erection of the structure forthwith, 
notwithstanding the somewhat unex
pectedly heavy expense attending the 
rer1uirement9 of the Loo~l Board. But 

having faith ,in God, in whose fear the 
work was begun and carried on, and con
fidence in the liberal disposition of 
Christian friends, the work was pressed 
forward, and the result is a commodious 
chapel, with accommodation for Sunday
sohool, class-rooms, &c. ; a place of 
worship, which no Strict Baptist resi
dent in the locality need feel ashamed 
of attending or of inviting friends to go. 
Although the bleak weather was not 
propitious for the opening ceremonies, 
there was a goodly attendance on the 
afternoon of January 2\lth when at :1 
o'clock our respected brother I. C. 
Johnson, quoting with much feeling the 
words, "Open ye the gates of Zion that 
the righteous nation may enter in," 
opened the doors of the chapel for the 
first public meeting, and, proceeding to 
the rostrum, delivered the very appro
priate address to be found in another 
part of this magazine. The afternoon 
meeting was presided over by Mr. C. 
Wilson, and short,brightaddresses, inter
spersed with praise and prayer, made up 
an enjoyable programme; the brethren 
taking part included J. Box, R. E. Sean, 
E. Marsh, A. E. Realff. H. T. Chilver,. 
G. W. Thomas, S. Hutchinson. The 
usual tea, kindly dispensed and grate
fully enjoyed, was followed by the 
evening meeting, most genially presided 
over by pastor Mitchell in the nnavoid
able absence of Mr. W. Abbott. Brother 
A. Steele made a short statement, which 
is embodied in the introductory passages 

-of this notice. The more spiritual part 
of the meeting was then left in tho 
hands of brethren Realfl', Hutchinson, 
Sears, Jarvis, and Wileman, who profit
ably discuursed on the " Christian 
Armoury," The proceedings were en
livened by the hearty singing of suitable 
hymns. Very encouraging collections 
were taken, the total for the day being 
£41, including handsome donations from 
the chairmen of the afternoon (Mr. C. 
Wilson) and evening ( llfr. Mitchell as 
representing Mr. Abbott). 

It is to be hoped that all who can, 
will, in every way encourage the few 
who are endeavouring to proclaim a 
free grace Gospel in this rising locality, 
An expenditure of £300 has been in
curred, and the secretary will thank
fully receive any contribution our 
friends may find it in their hearts to 
send him.-A. S. 

PAST AND P.J.SSING EYENTS, &c. 
THE leading feature in our Denomina
tion during the past month was in con
nection with the Strict Baptist Mission, 
particulars of which are found in 
another column. 

* The attendance-taking into con-
sideration those who left at the close of 
afternoon gervice-could not have been 
less than a thousand. 
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We were plea,ed to see friends present 
from far and near, manifesting an in
creasing- interest in the work of the 
Mission. every Strict Baptist cause in 
the metropolis, without exception, being 
well represented. 

• * 
The character of b'rethren Hutchinson 

and Booth, and the causes from which 
they go forth, must give an additional 
tone (so far as doctrine is concerned l to 
the Strict Baptist Mission. 

* • 
* CLAXTOX, ;'\°0RPOLK.-Yery interest-

ing- intellig-ence reaches us of the peace, 
prosperity, and unity among the Church, 
people. school, Bible-class, &c .. at this 
old and renowned sanctuary. God bless 
pastor Sapey. 

:!< * 
* The new cause of truth at the Assem-

bly Rooms, Port~mouth, opens with 
good prospects of snccess. Praise the 
Lord. *** 

After preacbin~ for six months at 
Zion. Kew Cross, the Church have given 
!\fr. T. Jones a hearty and unanimous 
im·ite to the pastorate. 

* * 
The severity of th; weather bas sorely 

tried number. of our poor fellow crea
tures: it has also touched and tested the 
hearts of many in better circumstances. 
Our friend and brother G. W. Colson, 
and others at Stoke Ash. have done much 
to alleviate the sufferin.gs of the needy 
ones in their neighbourhood. Goo:i ! 

* * • While confined to the home through 
severe cold. we too thank the Lord that, 
throug-h the continued help of friends,· 
have been able to do more than usual 
at this season. To <+o<i be all the praise! 

* * 
Onr brother R. •Grimwood, having 

been laid aside by strious illness, but 
now by God's mercy recovering, though 
slowlv, has responded to an invite of 
the Church and friends at Mount 
Ephraim, Margate, to the effect that he 
would supply for them throughout the 
coming season.residing- in Margate from 
May to September /inclueive). 

* • 
* The arrangement Da3 been made after 

much prayer on both sides, and with 
the double hope that our brother's 
hea.lth might be thereby permanently 
established, and also that a more con
tinuous ministry may be blessed by God 
to the strengthening of the little cause. 
The arrangement is a mutual one, and 
is for the present limited to the time 
named. 

* * * It is ho1,ed that visitor. in goodly 
numbers may go to Mount Ephraim this 
season. and aid the Church at Margate 
to ade,.1uately support our brother while 
he is thus ministering for them. Will 
A.11 friends. ministerial or othtrwise. 
kindly note: 

THE AGED I'ILGRIJfS' CORNER. 
HORNSEY-RISE ASYLUM,-Mr. E. Ash 

delivered a few evenings since his 
lecture on "Russia'' in the Asylum 
Hall. There was a good attendance, 
and the v,iry fine dissolving views were 
much admired The proceeds were de
voted to the Sustentation Fund. Mr. 
Ash was cordially thanked for his kind 
services. 

•• 
The lady visito1; have commenced 

their arrangements for the sale of work 
on behalf of the Benevolent Fund on 
the anniversary day on July 5th. Gifts 
of work will be thankfuily received 
during tihe next few months, 

* * 
The SSth annua"l. meeting of the 

Society will be held (D.v.) in the Man
sion House (Egyptian Hall) on Monday 
evening, May 27th, the Lord Mayor in 
the chair. Further particulars will be 
published in due course. 

* * 
1,324 pensioncra tre on the Society's 

books, and £8,500 per annum are ex
pended in pensions. New subscriptions, 
especially of 7s., lOa., and 14s. per an
num, are much needed. 

* * 
The late Earl of Shaftesbury said of the 

Society : "This institution, apart from 
the benefit and relief it gives, is a great 
moral institution, and is set to create in 
men's hearts and mihds a feeling of 
reverence which is necessary in things, 
moral, political, and religions. Old 
people are apt to be regarded as burdens, 
whereas it should be a joy and a privi
lege to minister to them. For this 
reason I specially commend the charity 
to young peoplti." 

In ~emorhtm. 
THE LA.TE BENJAMIN THOMAS 

GRICE, OF SYDNEY, N.S.W. 
B. T. GRICE was born at Harwich, 
Essex, April 1st, 1837, and married, 
1860, the eldest daughter of the late 
beloved John Nichols, for many years 
tlditor of Zion's T,·um.pet, whose minis
try was blessed by God in calling our 
dear brother from nature's darkness to 
God'• marvellous light. He always 
took the liveliest interest in everything 
pertaining to the advancement of 
Christ's kingdom. He came to this 
colony in 1876, and he and his partner 
in life very soon after joined the Par• 
ticular Baptist .Church in Castlereagh
street, Sydney, then under the ministry 
of llfr. Daniel Allen. Our dear brother 
p11ssed through a great deal of anxiety 
as regards temporals when he first 
came among us; but he was not for
saken, and he found Abraham's God a 
faithful, loving Friend in his troubles, 
and he also discovered that "love to 
the brethren" was still in force among 
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the c1ieciples of ,Jesus in Sydney. He 
we.a chosen deacon, I think, in 1881, a.nd 
continued serving the Church till the 
ea.rly pa.rt of 189!. Just a.t this time a 
large carbuncle formed on his foreheadi 
and a.t one time the appeara.nces seemer 
critica.l, and the danger was increased 
by his a.nxiety for the Church of God. 

It pleased God to raise him up again, 
a.nd for several months he went about 
his business with his usua.l vigour. 
During his sickness he wa~ favoured by 
the unremitting attention of hie devoted 
wife, sons, and daughters, and the con
soling visits of many dear Christian 
friends, and above all by "th·e Friend 
that : sticketh closer than a brother." 
There were many little warning cir
cumstances surrounding our brother's 
sudden ca.ll home. The Sabbath even• 
ing's sermon before his death was from 
"These all died in faith"; it was a 
sweet but solemn time to all. On the 
Sa.turday morning he was killed he 
wished his two sons good-bye who were 
going to the Volunteer camp. He 
blessed them and asked God to watch 
over them, and one dear lad tells me it 
was so solemn that he could hardly 
refrain from tea.rs, and felt it was a 
farewell for time. Our brother Grice 
was in business as a grocer, and owing 
to parting with an assistant, had to 
deliver the goods himself; He had not 
left the house half-an-hour before he 
was brought back a corpse. It is diffi
cult to know exactly how it happened. 
A portion of the harness broke, and he 
was pitched out. He did not live three 
minutes, and the policeman who picked 
him up said he raised his eyes aloft, 
and a most hea.venly look beamed over 
his face, and he was gone. It wa.s a 
sad home when the writer went to see 
the family soon after the accident. 
There had never been a break in their 
family, and the most perfect peace and 
love reigned among them. A loving 
father and husband snatched away by 
the enemy Death. 

His morta.J re ma.ins were interred in 
Waverley Cemetery, Nov. 19, 1S94. A 
goodly number from Castlerea.gh-street 
and the Church and congrega.tion from 
Elizabeth - street attended. Pastors 
Beedel and Hiddlestone a.ssisted brother 
Fremlin at the grave. Service wa.s 
previously held in the house, conducted 
by pastor Fremlin, who aim preached a 
funeral sermon from Rev. vii. 13. There 
wa.e very great sympathy shewn by a 
good a.ttenda.nce, and all in mourning, 
and in speaking of the departed saint 
a.11 was a.scribed to God's a.Jmighty 
gra.ce-gra.ce that called, grace that 
washed\ grace that kept, grace thir.t 
glorifiea. 

A sorrowing, heart-broken widow, 
with three eons and three daughters, 
a.re left to mourn; all grown up, and 
two married, We rejoice to know they 
will cling to and comfort their mother. 

I S AIAH GoonING, for many years 
associated with Bethesda, Ipswich . Our 
depa.rte,l hrother was ha.ptized by thP, 
late Mr. Poock, and received into the 
Church as a member, and in tbe year 
18H was chosen deacon of the Church, 
which he held till he was ea.lied home. 
On Christmas morning the silent 
messenger ea.me and unexpectedly 
spoke to him. On the i'\unday i:;revious 
(Dec. 2~rd) he officiated at the evening 
service by giving out the hymns, 
apparently in bis usual health, and we 
ltttle thought it was the last time he 
would be with us. He was not one who 
roamed a.bout from place to place with
out finding a. settled rest but was ever 
ready to fill his place a~d help in the 
service of God. He was a faithful 
adherent to the old-fashioned truths of 
the Bible. Our pastor, Mr. W. Kern , 
officiated at the funeral, on Saturday. 
Dec. 290 the first pa.rt of the serviee 
_being conducted in the chapel. Many 
friends assembled to pay a. last tribute 
of respect, amongst whom we noticed 
Messrs. Sage, Carr, Reynolds, and Bird 
(deacons), also Messrs. Birkett, Sayer, 
Ling, Motum, Chilvers, Garnham, &c. 
The pulpit and reading-desk weri, 
draped in black. The remaining part 
of the service was conducted at the 
graveside, when we were reminded of 
the frailty of human life, and the nee<! 
for preparation for the cominir hour. 
Our pastor, on Sunday, _ Dec. :,O. com
mented on the loss we as a Church had 
sustained, and spoke kindly to widow 
a.nd family.-A. E. GARRARD. 

MR GEORGE LOVELY, a well-known 
and respected Calvinistic clergyman, 
entered in to res~, after a short illness, 
on Feb. lat, in his 69th year. He was a. 
B.A. of Trinity College, Dublin, was 
first curate at N ottinirham, next curate 
of Ewell, and from 1855 to 1875 cha.pie.in 
in Bengal, and was appointed by the 
Simeon Trustees vicar of Mary Key. 
lps-wich, in 1876. He stood alone. and 
was not popular among the Church
folk in general, beinir the type of the 
late Dr. Doudney, in his doctrilla.l 
sentiments was decidedly a Calvinist. 
Regeneration, justification by the 
righteousness of Christ. adoption, a.ncl 
sanctification by the Holy Spirit, were 
the themes upon which he deJio-hted to 
dwell, and the great earnestness of his 
preaching- and his deep regard for the 
spiritual welfare of his hearers, he woo 
their affections, :.nd his lo,s is se,;erely 
mourned, not only by his parishioners, 
but by many residents in different parts 
of the town, who found pleasure and 
profit in listening to his earne,t e:rtem
po·re sermons, Bible lectures, and 
addresses, rightly dividing the word of 
truth, and will ever remember the 
faithful champion of eva.ng-elical and 
Reformation truth, Jesus Chl'ist, and 
Him crucified. He was a most ~µiritu
ally minded man, well Yt>r , cd in the 
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Word of God, and of much communion hut a lad, and was under the care of an 
with his Father. The orbit in which uncle and aunt. to whom he was much 
he moved was near the Sun of Righteous- attached. God helped him and ble~sed 
ness, from which he received his light him, ~piritually and temporally. He 
and vital heat, and to whom he ascribed attended Little Alie-street Chapel pre
a 11 the glory of what was in him, or vious to the late Philip Dickerson be
done by him. He was a good friena to coming pastor. Recently he st11,ted that 
the Society for the Propagation of the he had a vivid recollection of the sermons 
Gospel Among the Jews, Church Mis- and services conducted by the late 
sionary Society, and the Trinitarian esteemed Mr. Shenston. In the year 
Bible Society, claiming, perhap~ most · 1835 he was proposed for membership 
of his sympathy and support. 11e was and baptism, and, having given a satis
the author of "The Jews' Present Con- factory account of his call by grace, he 
dition and Future Prospects;' published was baptized and received into the 
in 18~4: Lessons on "Unfulfilled Pro- Church. By divine grace he walked 
phecy," issued in 1879. and other sound well as a true disciple of his Lord. For 
works. Shortly before he fell on sleep many years he was most useful in the 
he said, " The eternal God is my refuge, Sunday-school; his influence as a teacher 
and underneath are the everlasting was very marked; several of his scholar~, 
arms." A friend repeated Isa. x:xvi. 3, who· highly prized his teaching, were 
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace brought into the Church, and became 
whose mind is stayed on Thee." He very useful in many ways, and one of 
replied. "Peace, peace!·• -S. the scholars is now ·superintendent at 

SARAH (the beloved wife of Mr. Little Alie-street. But he had to relin
George) EGGLETON, of 9, Moreton- quish his duties in the school on being 
terrace, Pimlico, exchanged earth for elected to the office of deacon, in the 
heaven, Jan. 21st, 1895, at the age of 66. year 181i8. For many years he was the 
Our sister was effectually called by treasurer of the Church, and W!\S espe
Divine grace under the ministry of Mr. cially helpful in the visitation of the 
Hobcraft, of Long Cranden, Bucks., and sick. These. various offices be was 
was baptized by him at the early age of enabled to fill with·mucb advantage to 
15, and for a long time enjoyed in a the Church; all who survive him cherish 
special manner sweet communion with bis memory with much pleasure. After 
her precious Lord and Saviour. For a. membership of about fifty years, in 
the last four years her health bas been the providence of ·God he was removed 
gradually failing, at the commence- to Brighton, and there, as a deacon at 
ment of which she was suffered to pass Bond-street, he continued in loving 
through a lengthened season of soul- fellowship until the homeward call 
darkness, and became greatly exercised came. The death of his son-in-law, Mr. 
n.bout her individual interest in a Charles Masterson, was a great trial to 
finished salvation. About this time she him, but the Lord sustained him in this 
was visited by Mr. J. Parnell, whose and many other relative losses. Our 
gospel conversation about eternal brother was well informed upon Church 
matters was wonderfully blessed of God, government, and bis memory of the past 
so much so that there was a gracious was remarkable, be being able to give 
transformation from inward terror and an account of most of the members, and 
distress into a sweet experimental state their various movements. During bis 
of spiritual joy and gladness. She fell last days he was much afflicted, and 
asleep restiIJ g entirely by precious faith often expressed a longing for home and 
on the person. blood, and righteousness rest. Full of joy in the anticipation of 
of Christ. On the 24th her mortal seeing bis beloved Saviour, be fell asleep, 
remains were committed to the grave At the express wish of the departed, the 
by Mr. J. Parnell,atNnnhead Cemetery, writer conducted the funeral service at 
in sure and certain hope of a joyful Brighton, Mr. F. Shaw, the pastor at 
resurrection. The Lord bless and Bond-street, taking part. The last words 
strengthen the sorrowing widower, at the grave were:-
who is, and bas been for many years,an "Until we meet again before the throne. 
honourable member of the Surrey c1g~,;? in the spotless robe He gives His. 

Tabernacle. Until we know even as we are known-
MR. J .A.MES lNCE.-Our beloved brother Good-night,!" 

was born Feb. 18, 1816, and entered R. E. S. 
heaven Jan. 28, 1895. He was the subject JOHN WATERS BANKS (Rev.) next 
of serious convictions about his soul brother to the late C. W. B., passed away 
when verv youn;r. He remembered bis to bis eternal rest Feb. 12, 1895, in bis 
grandmother taking him to church,and 87th year. His remains were interred 
hearing a gocd minister preachinl$', in the cemetery at Soritbsea, · Feb. 16, 
which left serious impressions on bis. amid a large number of relatives and 
mind; he could not have been much more friends. Our deceased uncle was many 
than four or five years old. This appears years chaplain at Portsmouth Convict 
to have been the case, because he was Prison, but for nearly twenty years 
always so anxious to be at the means of I lived in retirement at Sydenham.
grace. He was brought to London when J. W. B. 
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( See page 103.) 

iomtt~ing f ou ~t41tirt. 
BY EDw .A.RD MITCHELL. 

"Ye have need of patience."-Heb. x. 36. 

TRUE religion commences in the soul with a sense of need. The sense 
of need is at first generally simple-the pardon of sins, and removal 

of guilt from the conscience. When this need is met, the young believer, 
in the exuberance of his heart's new joy, not unfrequently supposes he 
has in possession all he requires. But he speedily discovers this to be a 
mistake, and the farther he travels in the heavenly road the more needy 
he finds himself to be. This fits him to value the fulness of supply stored 
up in our Lord Jesus Christ, and brings him frequently to the great 
storehouse for fresh supplies. Among many other things, he finds he 
has "need of patience," if he would reach the celestial city. The road 
is often rough, trials are many, and temptations fierce and strong. To 
endure to the end patience is required. 

Patience is a bird of homely plumage, yet possessing a very sweet 
VoL. LI. .APRIL, 1895. H 
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Yo ice. We might liken it to the nightingale, which sing·s sweetly in the 
eYentidc; and, if the popular tradition be true that the nightingale sings 
n·ith its breast pressed hard against a thorn, the likeness is more com
plete, as it is when pricked with thorny trials patience sings its sweetest 
notes. Patience is a winter fruit, not brought forth by the golden beams 
of prosperity and enjoyment, but born of winter's storms, and ripened 
by the nipping frosts of adversity. "The trying of your faith worketh 
patience.'' " We glory in tribulations also : knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience." It is not a gay holiday attire, in which we may look 
brave, but a serviceable, durable garment, fitted to stand the rough wear 
and tear of pilgrimage. There is little in it to commend it to those who 
seek after showy appearance, but it is of great price in the sight of God. 
Patience gives power over our own spirit, makes us masters at home, and 
"better is he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city." 

Patience may be regarded as a passive grace. It endures afflictions, 
sufferings, trials, t-ribulations, and persecutions, and by enduring it 
conquers. Times out of number the patience of the martyr bas con
t1uered the power of the fierce persecutor. Says Luther: "If thou 
intendest to vanquish the greatest, the most abominable, and wickedest 
enemy, who is able to do thee mischief both in body and soul, and against 
whom thou preparest all sorts of weapons, but cannot overcome, then 
know that there is a sweet and loving physical herb to serve thee, named 
Patientia." Christian patience must not be confounded with mere 
philosophical patience. The latter finds expression in many a well-known 
proverb, as "What can't be cured must be endured,'' or" It's no use 
crying over spilt milk." This may be very well in its way, but Christian 
pa,tience is something far higher. It springs from a knowledge of God, 
and trust in His graciorn, character; it recognizes His sovereignty, and 
cheerfully submits to His righteous will, assured that He is-

" Too wi.e to err, 
Too good to be unkind." 

But Christian patience is also an active grace. "Ye have need of 
patience, that after ye have done the will of God ye might receive the 
promise." "Let us run with patience the race that is set before us." 
" By patient continuance in well-doing seek for glory and honour and 
immortality." It not only endures afflictions and trials, but continues 
in the good and right way, and presses towards the goal. Faith believes 
the promises of our faithful covenant-keeping God; hope expects the 
good the promises contain; and patience waits that the good may be 
realised, not reclining on a couch, or with folded arms, but by a patient 
continuance in the way and Word of the Lord. 

We have need of patience. This is the plain testimony of the 
Scriptures, which cannot be broken. Our past experience has taught 
the same lesson. Yet we frequently draw fancy pictures of ease, com
fort, and tranquillity. When we get through this trial we shall find 
ease; when we have passed this piece of rough water the sea will be 
smooth; when we get over this rugged part of the road we shall find it 
easy walking. Vain and pernicious thoughts! Let us arm ourselves, 
and be prepared for hardships-be " ready to endure hardness, as good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ.'' We often find our need of patience by our 
lack of it. Our schemes are crossed, our gourds blasted, and our idols 
broken. Straightway we murmur and repine, and it may be, like Jonah, 
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we are angry, and ready to think we do well to be angry. Patience is a 
grace, and must be obtained from God, and even then it comes by 
means of trial and exercise. We are naturally indisp()sAd to /he e.rercise 
of this _qrace. Left to om•gelves, we should wrap it up in a napkin very 
carefully, and never bring it into use. Our time is al way ready. We 
are no sooner in the furnace than we want to be out of it, without 
thought of the purpose God has in view in bringing us into it. .\. day 
seems a month, and a week a year. "How long, 0 Lord?" we cry. 
Truly some of us have need of patience. Alas, how soon we are dis
heartened and discouraged by reason of the way! Lord, work this grace 
in our hearts, and pardon our impatience ! 

We have need of patience because of the character of the 11'(//;. It is 
"through much tribulation" that we must "enter the kingdom." 
Divine wisdom and love have so ordered it. In this way we are con
formed to the image of our great Head. By this God's glory is mani-

-fested in upholding feeble worms, and enabling them to triumph over 
the greatest difficulties. By patience we glorify God after a manner 
unknown to angels; they serve Him far better than we can do, but they 
have not been called to endure afflictions. Patience is necessary that 
we may see God's purposes ripen. "All things work together for good 
to them that love God." But we need patience while the process is 
being completed. "All these things are against me," cried .Jacob, under 
a fit of impatience. If patience had but held out a little longer, he would 
have been spared both the saying, and the anguish the thought engen
dered. Perhaps some tried saint, ready to faint, may read these words. 
Courage, brother! "let patience have her perfect work." .:\.II is working 
together for your good-

" Wait a while, and you shall see 
His love in all that comes to thee." 

None have greater need of patience than the labourers in the i-rne
yard. "The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto 
all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose 
themselves." "The husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the 
earth, and hath Ion~ patience for it, until he receive the early and latter 
rain." So must the spiritual husbandman wait for the harvest with long 
patience. He may sow, and another reap. Let him not grow weary, 
but plough and sow in faith, and patiently wait the day that shall reveal 
all secre,s, assured that his "labour is not in vain in the Lord." 

0 UR PORTRAIT GALLERY.-~ o. I Y. 
H.A.RRY TYDE:\IAN CHILVERS. 

WHEN asked by the beloved editor of our Magazine to send an 
account of the Lord's dealings with me in providence and grace, 

the text came to my mind, " What is man that Thon art mindful of 
him ? By nature, a poor sinful wretch, living without hope and God in the 
world : all his powers and passions, like so many weapons, directed 
against the Majesty of heaven.'' Dreadful state! .-\.wful infatuation ! 
Yet such are the objects of the eternal love of our God by nature. How 
wonderful, then, is that grace which brings a sinner from darkness to 
His most marvellous light, enlightening the understanding, turning the 
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feet to Zion's hill, and bringing them to behold Christ as the Chiefest 
among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely One. Thus, then, the 
writer must say that he, by nature, was a child of wrath, even as others, 
bnt now, bless His name, by the grace of God, I am what I am. 

I was born on October 12th, in the year 1872, in Chelmsford, the 
county town of Essex. I was blessed with godly and gracious parents : 
a mother whose heart yearned for the salvation of her boy, and a father 
whose prayers were ever ascending to Him who has said, "The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." When I was seven 
years of age they removed to the town of Epping, where they still live. 
I cannot fail to think I was under deep conviction of sin at this time, 
though those convictions wore off again and again. I often sat at the 
knee of my mother, while she would explain the Scriptures, and tell me 
of the awful state of the wicked, and the blessedness of the righteous. 
This having great impression on me, I spent many sleepless hours 
thinking of the state of my soul. I loved the little Baptist chapel, also 
the schools, and, while listening to my teacher, was often downcast 
because of my own sinfulness ; but as time went on these feelings soon 
wore off, but the words of my mother never left my heart. When 14 
years of age it was thought needful that I should seek employment. For 
a short time I was engaged between school hours at a grocery business. 
After which, being unsuccessful in obtaining a permanent situation in the 
town in which I lived, a path was opened for me in a very remarkable man
ner (too lengthy to record) to come to London in:a large grocery business as 
cashier. This waa a very great trial to my parents, for, using their 
language, " You are going into the very mouth of the lion "; meaning 
that my position being to deal with money matters, and surrounded with 
worldly characters, I was in the midst of temptation, but, blessed be the 
name of my God, was kept from falling therein, though so often 
tempted. I attended the Baptist chapel at West-hill, Wandsworth, not 
from any love to what I heard, but simply to please my parents,; but the 
Lord was graciously pleased to meet with me there. 

The first two years in London my experience was very strange, 
though now I can look back and see the finger of Providence was 
over me. Surrounded by about twenty shopmates, who were all 
ungodly characters, I became at times very frivolous and careless, never 
having an anxious thought about my soul, though I am thankful to say I 
never fell into any outward sin to mar my character. The theatre and the 
music hall were often a great temptation, and I was often urged by 
others to go, but remembering it was against my father's wish, I always 
said "No." Strange to say, though I never entered into these places, I 
had a desire to become a stage performer, but always kept the evil 
longing to myself. Many other temptations crossed my path too 
numerous to mention, in which, had I fallen, I must have been ruined for 
life. Truly I can say :-

" Determined to save He watched o'er my path." 

All through this time I never once neglected the house of God. The 
friends there took a great interest in me, and did all they could to make 
me comfortable. (" Would to God all our causes were the same ! ") There 
was no pastor, but supplies. One Sunday evening, at a baptismal 
service, Mr. Wise preached from the words : "If thou believest with all 
thine heart thou mayest." I cannot remember anything he said, but it 
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seemed as if the Spirit of God came upon me with all its convicting 
power, and showed me what a vile wretch I was. As soon as the service 
was over, I ran home as hard as I could go, shut myself in my bedroom 
and tried to pray, but all seemed d11,rk within and without. What to do 
I knew not. I' saw myself as one unclr.an and undone; nothing bnt 
wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores. I went to the house of God, 
hoping for a word for my soul, but all seemed to mike things darker 
and myself more miserable. During this time I bought good books and 
tracts, and gave them away, thinking this would bring from the hand 
of God what I desired. I attended all revival services in the neighbour
hood, but, alas I all was in vain. One night, feeling more miserable than 
ever, I vowed I would cast all my feelings away, rush into the world, 
and enjoy myself as others, spend my evenings at the public-house and 
theatres. But this my dear and blessed Master did not permit, but I 
was obliged to go on crying :-

" Depths of mercy, can there be 
Mercy still reserved for me ? " 

And, truly, afterwards I realised the blessed fact that, " He loved me, and 
gave Himself for me." It was in the middle of the night I awoke with the 
thought, if I should die to-night, what would become of my soul ? and 
immediately these words were sealed to my heart : " Bless the Lord, 0 
my soul : and all that is within me, bless His holy name " (Psa. ciii. 1 ). 
And He gave me to see I had something to bless Him for, by revealing 
Himself as a forgiving and graciom God. I was able to bless Him as I 
had never before. 

" Oh, to grace how great a. debtor!" 

Soon after this, our dear brother Cooper, deacon at West-hill, who 
was a friend, indeed, to me, asked me if I had any thoughts of becoming 
-a member of the Church. I answered that I was not fit for a Church 
member. But after laying it before the Lord, I felt comtrained to 
follow in His commands, and was baptized at Wandsworth by our brother 
J. Flegg, of Wood-green. I became a teacher in the school, and it was 
here I first offered prayer in public. Since then I have had the 
privilege of preaching there. 

I was afterwards, in the providence of God, removed to Whetstone, 
where I remained twelve months ; thence to Kilburn, and my last 
situation was at Upper-street, Islington. Remaining at the latter some 
time, I had my membership transferred to Chadwell-street, where I sat 
under the soul-profiting ministry of Mr. E. Mitchell. 

_ When quite a boy I had a desire to be a preacher, but wore off for a 
time, returning again while at Kilburn. 'l'hough the longing was so 
intense, I could not feel the Lord would ever use me in His service. I 
often stood in a room by myself preaching to chairs and table, feeling 
like a corked bottle wanting vent. Ultimately the time arrived when I 
was to go forth as a herald of the cross. In the year 1893 I spent my 
holiday at Chelmsford. On my return I met with our brother G. Clark, 
pastor of Horsham. We had never seen each other before. While 
travel!ino- in the train we entered into conversation upon divine things, 
when all 0at once he put his hand upon my knee, and asked me if I would 
preach for him at Horsham. Trembling, I promised I would try. 
Since then I have supplied in various parts, and now the Lord has 
placed me as under-shepherd at Keppel-street, where we believe the Lord 
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is blessing ns. Though the writer feels his weakness, still faith rests 
upon the promise ; and looking back we can say, "Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us." 

" His loYe in times past forbids me to think 
He.11 leaYe me at last in trouble to sink; 
ERch sweet Ebenezer I have in review, 
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through." 

.,. B11mborough-g-ardens, Shepherd's-bush. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
HOME AND 00111:111:oN THINGs.-No. 4. PuRE WATER. 

UTHAT a necessary and desirable thing is a plentiful supply of good 
f l water in our homes ! and how the sharp frosts of the winter we 

have just been passing through have caused inconvenience and much 
extra labour and difficulty in numberless households ! We have grown so 
accustomed to having the supply we need " laid on" to our houses, and 
getting as much as we require by simply turning a tap, that we soon feel 
it sadly when there is any disarrangements of the ordinary plan, and we 
never quite know the value of any blessing until we (temporarily, at 
least) experience its loss. But so many people fetching water from the 
stand-pipes in the streets reminded me of the days of old, when they had 
to draw their water from wells, and often had some distance to go for 
it. The expression used by the woman of Samaria suggests that she 
lived a good way from Jacob's well: "Sir, give me this water, that I 
thirst not, neither come hither (" all the way hither," Revised Version 
gives us) to draw." Perhaps the water of that well was cooler, sweeter, 
and purer than of other springs nearer her home, and the more carefully 
we can guard our drinking water from all impurities the better it will be 
for our health. But does not the very mention of the woman with Jesus 
at the well remind us of the use He made of water to set forth His grace, 
His Gospel, and His Holy Spirit, the living, true, and eternally-satisfying 
water? 

Water is very often mentioiled in the Bible, and frequently used as 
an emblem of higher and greater things, and in those far hotter and 
more sunny regions water was 1mch a precious-often priceless-blessing, 
and so peculiarly indispensable, that we cannot wonder at the glowing 
terms employed to set it forth. 

Jesus spoke to Nicodemus about being "born of water" when He 
was teaching the necessity of the new birth, and though that word 
"water" in John iii. 5 has been terribly pulled about and misrepre
sented, and many have got people to believe that people are born again 
when they are " christened " and cannot get to heaven unless they are 
"baptized" (as they call it), it must be plain to every one who care
fully reads the Bible and thinks and prays over it that the Lord Jesus 
speaks of water there, as He does in the next chapter when talking to 
the Samaritan woman, in a figurative way. In ver. 7, 37, 39 we find 
Him speaking again in the same manner: '' If any man thirst, let him 
come unto Me and drink," and adding that those that believe on Him 
should have rivers of living water flowing through them, just as He told 
the woman that the water He gave should be in the person that received 
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it, "a well of water springing up into everlasting life," which i8 

explaine_d for us i~ t,he words, " This spake He of the 8pfrit, which they 
that believe on Him should receive," &c. So the Holy Spirit is com
pared to water, because water cleanses. We need water to wash ourselves, 
our clothing-, and our houses. What could we do without it for these 
purposes ? - And our heorts need washing and purifying; we need to be 
cleansed from the sin that dwells within, and only this Divine power can 
make us hate sin and purify our spirits and our lives in God's sight. 

Then water in Bible lands was and is so necessary to the earth on 
account of the hot sunshine that we might almost call it life-gii-ing, as 
well as refreshing and fertilizing. As travellers have assured us, it often 
makes the only difference between the fruitful land and the wilderness 
that the one soil is well watered and the other is not. In Egypt the 
overflow of the river Nile, and in other adjoining countries the rainfall 
and the dew, or man's own plan of irrigation, is all the sun-lighted and 
heated ground requires to make the seed sown bring forth abundant 
harvests. So in the East they understood even more than we in England 
can how very precious a blessing water is. So the Holy Spirit must first 
give us spiritual life, and only He can keep the heart spiritually alive. 
Jesus is compared to rain, and He promises to be likfl the refreshing dew 
~o His people: "Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteous
ness, for they shall be filled," or satisfied. David could say, "I thirst 
for God, for the living God." Can we say the same? And then the 
Gospel, God's Holy Word, is like a beautiful, pure, sweetly-flowing river 
of water. Ezekiel saw a river riaing from the courts of God's temple 
which deepened and widened as it flowed, and brought life and fruitful
ness wherever its waters came: "There is a river the streams whereof 
shail make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the 
Most High. And in the heavenly city John saw a pure river of water 
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and the 
Lamb." 

Dear reader, "if thou knewest the gift of God," and who it is that 
(in His Word) speaks to thee, thou wouldest ask of Him, and He would 
give thee living water." May He create in your heart the living desire, 
and, having created it, may yon be continually coming to Him until 
you are led to the living fountains on high, where all His people thirst 
no more, but are for ever satisfied with His favour, and full of the 
blessing of the Lord. Amen. H. S. L. 

SPIRITUAL REVIVALS. 
Read by. E. WHITE, at Pastor's Co11ference, Little Alie-street, 

November 30th, 1894. 

WHAT Church is it which does not pray for and desire a spiritual 
revival? We want it to come down : not get up a revival. Such 

are very much like a November bonfire; a blaze, a squib or two, and all 
is over; only a few ashes remain, and the darkness is more dense by 
reason of the former light which shot up for a little while. The Church 
of God is compared to a light, but she does not always burn with a steady 
flame ; the murky atmosphere of superstitious ignorance di~s her 
splendour. Sometimes worldliness, the. lust thereof, and the pnde of 
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life, makes her light very dim, and God has to snuff her with sharp 
persecution : sometimes she slumbers and sleep~, things are so peaceful ; 
when the Bridegroom comes, -her lamp sadly need;i trimming. Are we 
not fallen in some measure on those days ? Our forefathers prized the 
means of grace, they knew not how soon they might be deprived of 
them ; but we, their degenerate sons, love not the Word as they did. 
They fed on it, thus they were strong in the Lord, because the Word did 
abide in them. As good food revives a hungry man, so will the strong 
meat of the Gospel revive a fainting soul. This is where we must be 
revived. Let us dip our rod in this honey. History proves that the 
revival of the Church of God has been preceded by the faithful procla
mation and firm adherence to the doctrines of God's truth. When men's 
traditions have been cast aside, and God's pure unadulterated Word has 
been taught, He has accompanied it with almighty power. This is 
building on a rock. Men's revivals have a foundation of sand, they 
cannot stand ; the first blast of temptation or persecution, down they go. 

God the Holy Ghost works by divinely-appointed means; He is the 
great Reviver of God's Church. How fervently men pray when inspired 
by the Holy Ghost. It is not rant and noise, but there is holy 
solemnity, intense earnestness, with great humility, yet such boldness, 
that heaven is besieged ; the suppliant pleads, and can take no denial. 
When a number of such holy wrestlers are found together, that Church 
to which they belong is not far off from a spiritual revival; yea, it has 
already begun ; though "the cloud be no bigger than a man's hand " it 
will soon _ overspread the sky, and down will fall the heavenly rain, which 
will refresh and fertilise the barren waste, and make it blossom as the 
garden of the Lord. This is where our reviving must come from. 
" Wilt Thou not revive ns again that Thy people may rejoice in Thee ? '' 
We cry with longing hearts; we want a steady, continuous revival. 
These outbursts of religious zeal leave the Church worse than she was 
before. We want no flaming evangelist to rouse us up, but we do want 
the Holy Ghost to kindle our hearts to a fresh glow of love to our dear 
Redeemer, and those covenant truths which He has ratified with His 
precious blood. 

Brethren, this is a matter which is of great concern to us standing 
in the position we occupy, and to which we believe God has called us; 
while we are not reservoirs of !!piritual blessing, we are the channels 
through which God is pleased to refresh His Church. Our people take 
their tone and character very much from us. Water does not flow up
hill, nor does reviving usually begin in the pew, and flow upward to the 
pulpit. It was Moses' outstretched arms on the Mount gave victory to 
Israel's hosts in the conflict. Elijah's pleading on Carmel brought down 
the copious rain. If we are men of faith and prayer, we may expect the 
like results. "We will give ourselves to the ministry of the Word, and 
to prayer," said the apostles. Let us keep to this apostolic precedent. 
This method has not become effete through age. God works in the same 
way as He did centuries ago. He has the same way of refreshing the 
land with rain from heaven, and He does not alter His plans in regard 
to the realm of grace. The fulness from whence the reviving came in 
days gone by is the same as ever ; our fathers have not exhausted the 
Word. We hear of exhausted lands, exhausted mines, but the mine of 
eternal truth remains the same. The unsearchable riches of Christ are 
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11till ours to draw from ; those undimini8hed stores are the legacy of the 
Church in everr_ age. Let us draw therefrom, and our Churches will 
not languish with a full Christ and His Gospel to feed them from. We 
are prone to sigh over former days, and think they can never return. 
"Is the Lord's hand shortened, that it cannot save; or His ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear ? " 

But are there not causes which restrain in a measure His hand? 
Let us search and see. I think there is, on behalf of both preacher 
and people. Is not our preaching in the present day, much of it, more 
showy than solid ? Those soul-stirring truths of man's entire ruin by 
sin, God's absolute sovereignty in salvation, His eternal and immutable 
choice of His people, the personal and particular redemption of every 
one of them by Christ, their certain and effectual calling, their perse
verance and eternal glorification, the everlasting punishment of the 
finally impenitent. These are the truths which were clearly preached 
in times past. We are not unfaithful in dealing with these truths, but 
are we so clear, outspoken, and fearless as we should be? These truths 
were the battering rams which brake down the power of Satan in 
sinners' hearts, and melted them down at the foot of sovereign mercy. 
These truths built up believers, made them intelligent, spiritual, firm, 
lively stones in God's spiritual temple. Flowery preaching will not 
make fruitful Christians. A half-hearted ministry will make lukewarm 
professors. Do we insist sufficiently on the marked and evidential 
difference there should be between the Church and the world, in faith, 
walk, and conduct, in every way? separate the precious from the vile, 
the chaff from the wheat ? A faithful ministry will confirm, feed, and 
gladden the hearts of real believers, while the mere professor will be 
exasperated thereby. They will go back, while the true child of God 
will cry with intense feeling, " Lord, to whom can we go? Thou hast 
the words of eternal life." Do we dwell in our ministry as we should 
on the Person, doing, dying, merit, power, triumphs of our exalted 
Lord? When Christ is the theme the heart grows warm with holy 
fire, our hearers catch the heavenly glow. When the Scriptures are 
opened up concerning Him; when Moses, psalmist, prophet all con.
tribute to show His dignity, His offices, His sufferings, and the glory 
which is to follow. There was great power when the apostles preached 
these truths; hearts were pricked, great grace was on the people, great 
joy was in the city. They were of one heart, of one mind in love, 
liberality, in the bond of the Spirit, concord, peace, and devotee~ service 
in the cause of God. 

The people are not what they ought to be. Some are lovers of the 
truth, liberal, godly, prayerful; but not all, and these are drags on the 
Church by their worldly, carnal spirit, and they infect others. Even 
as a gracious spirit is contagious and spreads its savour abroad, so is 
the reverse. The Church needs a revival on this account. There are 
some who are not firmly attached to the doctrines of grace, God's house 
and ordinances. Their indifference is a greater clog than opposition; for 
this would stir up others ini,o warmth and vigour to defend the truth if it 
were openly assailed. Then some think their supreme mission is cold 
criticism of every person and method in the cause and service of God. 
Oh that their hearts were melted down into one glowing mass of holy 
love! Then would a spiritual revival come right speedily. 
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We have sketched out some of the causes why we need it, also 
hinted at the way we must obtain it. It is of supreme importance we 
should give this matter due consideration, and feel anxious that God 
would pour His blessing down. What reason have we to expect that 
God would revive His work in our hearts and Churches? He has 
promised it; He is deeply interested in His Church's welfare; He loves 
every member; His honour is engaged for the maintenance of His 
Church. It reflects His glory. The more she shines the more He is 
glorified. He delights to give out of His fulness, that she may receive 
rich supplies from His gracious hand. His Church has a mission in 
this world, and that work requires that His people should be vigorous, 
active, for their foes are. God will not let them gain the victory over 
His Church. The cause is God's; therefore He will revive the heart,s 
of His people to carry it on. The Holy Spirit has been given; the 
times of refreshing have come from the presence of the Lord. He has 
revived us many times in the past when our hearts have failed, gloomy 
doubts have depressed our souls, darkness has filled our mind, He, with 
His love, grace, and favour, has shone upon us, fears and doubts have 
vanished, courage has inspired our breast, hope has led us on with 
alacrity, joy, and confidence in His ways and service. 

Moreover, we are on the lines of Gospel truth. We may expect His 
blessing on that. We dare not expect the Lord to bless what He has 
never commanded. When He gave His last commission, He added, 
"Lo, I am with you alway, unto the end of the world." Where Christ 
is manifestedly present with His ministers, His people, His Word, no 
Church can be cold, lethargic, or worldly, All these things die before 
His cross, His matchless love. We are crucified to the world, and only 
wish to live for Him. May that baptism of the cloven tongues of fire 
rest and abide upon us, a live coal from off the altar touch our lips from 
time to time, that we may speak the messages our Lord gives us to 
convey to His much-loved people. May his zeal fill our hearts, a deter
mination that by His help we will wage war against every sin. May 
He make us very tender in dealing with the souls of men, all alive to 
their sufferings and needs, as those who. can enter by experience into 
their sorrows and woes. May He give us often bright prospects 
of that fair country where our labours end, om: conflicts cease. 
This will revive our hearts by the way,• to press on with unfalter
ing step until we see His face from whom all our reviving comes, 
" for all our springs are in Him." May He feed our souls con
tinually from the streams until we drink from the fountain-bead of 
bliss above. 

MOURNING DAYS ENDED. 
BY A. E. REALFF, GUILDFORD. 

"And the days of thy mourning shall be ended."-Isa. Ix. 20. 

WHAT a deal of mourning there is in this world! Ever since the 
primeval curse that came upon our first parents on account of sin, 

the world has been full of mourning, and there seems no end of it. 
Believers and unbelievers, sinners and saints, the world and the Church, 
all are acquainted, more or less, with mourning. But there is this great 
difference: to the one the mourning is but the prelude and sure earnest 
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of everlitsting woe; whereas to the other it is the loving chastisement of 
the heavenly Father, which is designed to make His children" partakers 
of His holiness,'' and so to render them" meet for the inheritance of 
the saints in light." Therefore, to such, and such only, applies the 
precious promise: "The days of thy mourning shall be ended." 

Let us think over some of the things that cause the child of God to 
mourn. First of all, there is indwelling sin. To be sure God has, for 
Christ's sake, forgiven such all their trespasses. "Therefore, being 
justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord ,Jesus 
Christ." We know well-for we have been so taught by no less a 
Person than God the Holy Ghost-that our sins are forgiven us for His 
name's sake, and that His sacrifice is amply sufficient to atone to 
offended Justice for all our guilt. But, then, the root of evil is still 
within us. This is "a root of bitterness " indeed, which constantly 
springing up, troubles us, and by it we are defiled. This sore evil 
often causes the true child of God to " mourn in secret places." Pride, 
self-will, idle curiosity, vain imaginings, worldliness, carnality, and a 
host of other "diabolians," are hid up in the secret chambers of " Man
soul "; and every now and again, watching for a favourable opportunity, 
they crawl out of their hiding-places, and work great mischief within 
the citadel of the heart, even if they do not show themselves abroad. 
So potent are these evii principles, and so lively in their operations, that 
they full often influ~nce our countenance, darken our mind, affect our 
speech, and even sometimes, alas! our actions too, This, as soon as it 
is perceived and known, causes us to mourn. 

The inconsistency of others is another cause of mourning. How 
grievous it is to see one, concerning whom we hoped better things; who 
has, perhaps, long been privileged to sit under a sound Gospel ministry, 
manifesting anything but a Christ-like spirit. The means of grace are 
attended less frequently, the manner is distant, the language cold
perhaps even worse than that. What mourning does this cause to the 
saints of God and to the ministers of Christ! 

The trials of life cause frequent mourning. "Many are the afflic
tions of the righteous." Sickness or weakness, in person or in the family; 
reverses in business; stagnation of trade; disagreeable customers; in
ability to meet one's claims and responsibilities! lack of work, when one 
is needy and most willing to toil; these, and a thousand other temporal 
anxieties, cause the child of God frequently to mourn. Oh, what errands 
to the Throne! What wrestling in prayer! What anxious ctays and 
sleepless nights! And, perhaps, to make matters st.ill worse, God delays 
to answer. 

Then there are, beside all these sorrows, the hidings of God's co1m
tenance. This causes a true believer more bitter mourning than any
thing else. "Thou hidest Thy face; they are troubled." How very 
grievous is this dispensation! And how inexplicable! "Surely," says 
the Christian, "if I pray, I shall have help and deliverance; for He has 
said, 'Call upon Me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt glorify Me.'" But, perhaps, when he tries to pray, his mind 
is dark, his thoughts wander, his words fail. What then? He turns 
to the blessed Bible. He reads and reads, but gets nothing. God does 
not speak. He attends the means of grace, but they are "dry breasts." 
The very same words that have brought him comfort in former times, 
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fall now on his ear "like an oft-told tale." The very same minister of 
the Gospel, who perhaps was the means of his conversion, and from 
whose lips he has often heard the Divine message with rapturous joy, 
now does not help him in the least. And so he goes "mourning," it 
may be for many days. 

The trmptations of Satan and the world are another frequent cause 
of mourning. How often is the believer annoyed, vexed, or wounded by 
these! Satan's '' fiery darts" are not always "quenched" at once, even 
by the " shield of faith." 

But all these sorrows will come to an end by-and-bye, for 
" Death, which puts an end to life, 

Will put an end to sin." 

Then, or at the " coming of the Lord," this precions promise will be 
fulfilled:" The days of thy mourning shall be ended." 

" 0 glorious hour! 0 blest abode I 
I shall be near anJ like my God. 
Nor flesh, nor sin shall e'er control 
The sacred pleasures of my soul," 

Courage, then, dear fellow-believer. The end is coming, and coming 
soon, the end of all thy woes, temptations, sicknesses, and disappoint
ments. Jesus, thy Saviour, has gone before thee "to prepare a place'' 
near His throne. 

" Let nature change, and sink, and die ; 
Jesus shall raise His chosen high ; 
And fix them near His stable throne, 
In glory changeless as His own.'' 

There "God shall wipe away all tears," and there shall be "no more 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for the former 
things are passed away." There we shall "meet to part no more." 
"There the wicked cease from troubling, and there the weary are at 
rest." Cheer thee, then, dear fellow pilgrim, heaven is not very far 
away; and there" the inhabitants shall not say, I am sick; the people 
that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity." .And, once there, 
thou shalt find that " the days of thy mourning shall be ended." 

THE PLENARY 
OF 

OR 
HOLY 

COMPLET.E INSPIRATION 
SCRIPTURE. 

An Address delivered at the Annual Meeting of the Metropolitan 
Associatio11 of Strict Baptist Churches, March 14, 1895. 

BY H. DA.DSWELL, OF CLAPHAM. 

IN introducing this subject to your notice, some apology I feel is neces
sary. There are others, who, being familiar with the original 

languages in which scripture was first written, and knowing something 
of the course of the controversy that has of late years stirred the religious 
world, could have spoken with greater authority and force, than it is 
Tlossible for me to attempt. I can but write as one, who, midst the stress 
of the busy every-day life of our great city, and the many cares and claims 
of the ministry, finds but little time or opportunity to cultivate scholar
ship, or to catch more than the faintest echo of the burning questions of 
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the day; and so must seek to give plainly some few thoughts on the 
glorious fact of the full and complete inspiration of the Word of God. 

The peculiar danger of the present day is not to be found, to so great 
an extent as in a past generation, in the blasphemous questionings of a 
blatant atheism. Infidelity has now clothed itself in literary form, and, 
under the plea of agnosticism, ignores altogether, as superstitious and 
profitless, the truths of our common Christianity, and the book wherein 
the mind and purpose of God are revealed. In the strength and grace 
of God we may well say, that the daughter of Zion shall laugh all such to 
scorn. Like a city built upon the everlasting mountains, she stands 
secure from all external foes, nor shall the gates of hell prevail against 
her. The tide of battle rolls back again and again from the divine 
bulwarks of Zion defeated and disgraced. All that the craft, and enmity 
of men and devils can design against her is vain. Still over the walls of 
salvation, and the citadel of Zion, waves the banner of Divine love, as 
she bids, in the name of the Lord, defiance to all His foes. 

But from among her professed citizens has arisen a controversy, that 
we cannot but regard, as fraught with danger and deadly influence to the 
professing Church: For the most part men of very considerable learning, 
men of blameless lives, full of zeal and energy, they are devoting time 
and talent to seek to minimize the force and completeness of the unalter
able Word. Old doubts expressed by sceptics long ago, and refuted com
pletely by our fathers in the faith, are introduced nuder the plea of 
concern for truth, and the sword of the Spirit is to be tested by human 
reason, and in part found to be base metal, by a cultured, critical, 
nineteenth century. 

To the ears of every true disciple there must be,· I think, something 
peculiarly obnoxious in such a term as criticism as applied to the Bible. 
The works of man need the judgment of man, and may come forth from 
the ordeal improved and strengthened. But far otherwise with the 
words of Him whose way is perfect. We can neither add to their glory, 
nor diminish their brightness. We can do nothing against the truth, 
and God's Word is truth. 
. Noris it without significance that the tendency to deny the verbal 

inspiration of Scripture is for the most part associated with a departure 
from some of the most vital doctrines of evangelical religion. To-day, 
while much fills our hearts with praise, we cannot but be saddened by an 
evident inclination in many quarters to put on one side truths connected 
with man's complete depravity, and God's great salvation, and an attempt 
to seek in some scheme of so-called social salvation the regeneration of 
society. And while we would not condemn such zeal when wisely 
directed, standing alone it bears in itself the seed of complete failure. 
At the best it can do no more than make a reformation, while th11 
individual remains at heart unchanged. New ways, new thoughts, 
new doctrines are crying for acceptance on all hands, till we wonder 
whether our beloved land may not compare with the classic city, whose 
inhabitants were ever waiting to hear or tell of some new thing. Be it 
ours to stand in the ways, and ask for the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and so find rest for our souls. Let us contend 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints, and, in spite of what 
the world may say, be content to be even counted fools for Christ's sake. 

It were scarcely necessary in a gathering such as this to say much in 
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regard to the general question of the inspiration of Scripture. There is 
that within it, which makes even the natural man put the Bihle on a 
different level to other booki,. He may be a stranger to divine illumi
na.tion, and so know nothing of its deeper teaching, but he can scarcely 
fail to perceive the vast difference that separates it from the so-called 
religious books of other faiths. 

One of our great English poets has forcibly expressed the argument 
for inspiration in the following words:-

" Whence. but from Heaven, could men unskilled in a.i·ts, 
In several ages born, in several parts, 
Weave such agreeing truths? or bow, or why, 
Should all conspire to cheat us with a lie? 
l-nasked their pa.ins, ungrateful their advice, 
Stan-ing their gain, and-martyrdom their price. 

Then for the style, majestic and divine, 
It spea,ks no less than God in every line; 
Co=anding words; whose force is still the same 
As the first fiat that produced our frame. 
All faiths beside, or did by arms ascend, 
Or sense indulged has made mankind their friend, 
This only doctrine does our lusts oppose, 
"Cnfed by nature's soil, in which itgrows; 
Cross to our interests, curbing sense and sin: 
Oppressed without, and undermined within, 
It thrives through pain; its own tormentors tires; 
And with a stubborn patience still aspires. 
To what can reason such effects assign 
Transcending nature, but to laws divine? 
Which in that sacred volume are contained; 
Sufficient, clee,r, and for that use ordained."-D,·ydm. 

I do not propose to deal with the question in its relation to the small 
divergences of manuscripts, which have, I understand, been magnified 
out of all proportion to their real importance; nor with that part of the 
subject that requires a knowledge of the original tongues. He who first 
gave Scripture has ceaselessly watched over it, and we have in our tongue, 
as surely as if we could read the Hebrew or Greek, the wonderful words 
of the Spirit. I purpose rather to aeek from its own pages the testimony 
direct or indirect to its complete inspiration. To such as doubt its teach
ing altogether, su.ch evidence will seem of little or no value, but my words 
are rather designed to confirm the believer, than to enter into contro
versy with sceptics, who probably are not present. 

Consider first of all the words of Christ (Matt. v. 17, 18) : "Think 
not that I am come to destroy the law or the prophets: I am not, come 
to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be 
fnlfilled." It is clear from the first of these verses that our Lord was 
undoubtedly referring to all Scripture up to that time revealed by God. 
Thus in the sermon on the mount, that very portion of the Word, that 
it has been the fashion of some to extol at the expense of other portions, 
we have the sure witness of Him that spake as never man spake, to the 
importance and authority of the minutest particle of the written Divine 
Word. 

Again, when replying to those whose enmity and malice had been 
rolll!ed by the declaration of His divine glory, and who sought vainly to 
kill Him before the time, mark that, in quoting from the Psalms, He 
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expressly speaks of it a'! the Word of God (John x. 34, 35 ), ancl adds the 
emphatic declaration, "The Scriptures cannot be broken." 

But it may be said that in selecting single texts we are ignoring the 
general teaching of the Lord. Thongh He were the Son of the lVIost 
High God, in whom the fulness of the Godhead dwelt bodily, yet in the 
days of His humiliation, He appealed to these writings as the supreme 
test to which all questions must be referred. Even in that weary watch 
in the wilderness, when, in the extremity of physical weakness and hunger, 
He met and overcame the ntmost malice of the great enemy of souls, 
it was not by the assertion of His divine power, nor by the burning 
revelation of . His eternal glory that Satan was defeated. The Lord 
chose for wise and loving ends to employ the weapon that is put into the 
hand of every believer, even the sure Word of God. Thrice came the 
temptation, and thrice from divine lips came words from the book of the 
law (Matt. iv. 4, 7, 10). "It is written," and the old dragon of the pit 
flew abashed before the personal' and the written word . 

.A.gain, in the synagogue at Nazareth, He took in His holy hands 
the roll of the prophet Isaiah, and from His lips there fell those words 
so full of sweetness and comfort to sin-sick, weary souls (Luke iv. 
18, 19, 21), and He added, "This day is this scripture fulfilled in your 
ears." When the resurrection is called in question by rationalistic 
Sadducees, from the book of Exodus He quotes the words (Matt. xxii. 
31, 32) wherein God expressed His covenant relationship to the 
patriarchs arid their seed. And as they listened the multitude wondered 
at His doctrine. Would He enforce the solemn nature of the marriage 
tie in God's sight, it · is to Scripture that He again refers (Matt. xix. 
4, 5) for the record of the first creation of man and woman, and God's 
purpose in that act of power. There are other passages that one might 
refer to. I will, however, mention but one, wherein He asks the 
Pharisees the searching question, " What think ye of Christ ? whose 
Son is He ? " The answer came at once, " The Son of David" (Matt. 
icxii. 43, 44). "How then,'' says Christ, "doth David in spirit call 
Him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right 
hand till I make Thine enemies Thy footstool." So the word of David 
was the voice of the Holy Spirit, nor did even Pharisees dare to 
dispute the inspiration of the Word. Even they were rather willing to 
acknowledge mysteries than to seek to rob the divine Word of its 
authority. 

There is, in most of the quotations made by Christ from the Old 
-Testament, a feature full of significance. The weight of doctrine is 
made frequently to rest upon a single word in the pas~age quoted. In 
one case (that referring to the resurrection) it depends upon the tense 
of the verb. The same characteristic is even more evident in the 
apostolic writings, and we can come to no other conclusion, than that 
Christ and His apostles regarded each word of Holy Scripture as 
divinely inspired. 

If we turn from the Master to His disciples, we are confronted by 
quotations similar in character and used with the same definite and 
yerbal significance. .A.part from those passages (2 Tim. iii. 18; 2 Pet. 
1. 21) in Paul and Peter, familiar to all of you, where the apostles dis
tinctly declare the inspiration of Scripture by the Spirit of God; both in 
the Gospels and Epistles, the word of the Old Testament is employed 
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1>ith considerable frequency to set forth the will and purpose of God, 
and that not merely from one, but from many of the books of God's 
Word. See, too, how clearly is declared the use and pr.ofit of the 
Scriptures, not only in the comfort and instruction of God's children, 
but as the sword of the Spirit, the weapon with which He overcomes 
the strongholds of enemies. 

Briefly, it must be apparent to all, who with unbiassed minds study 
the testimony of Scripture, that it claims for itself a superhuman 
authority in all matters of doctrine and practice (Psa. cxix. 105). "Thy 
Word," says the Psalmist," is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path." Shall we believe, with some, that the light is but a flicker
ing will-o'-the-wisp, born of the stagnant pools of man's imagination, 
and leading us we know not where; or, with others, that it is bedimmed 
and blurred by the darkness of human error, and that it is only when 
some great critic separates the precious from. the vile,. that we can 
depend with any certainty on its teaching. Rather would we see that 
bright and heavenly light, which, burning clear in this dark wilderness, 
will never fail the humble soul that waits with reverence for its message 
to himself. To the law and to the testimony, and not to the arguments 
and sophistries of men, we turn to know the secrets of life and death, 
and the glorious message of forgiving love to the lost and undone. 

A.nd now to turn briefly to one other fact full of significance, as 
illustrating the complete inspiration of Scripture. I speak as unto 
spiritually-minded men and women, who can scarcely fail to appreciate 
it,s importance, though it may seem futile to those who as yet are 
strangen; to God. I refer to the witness of the Spirit within us to the 
power of the Word in the soul experience of God's children. Could we 
know the way by which each of the ransomed have been led, we should 
find, that God had spoken to them at sundry times and in divers manners 
from all parts of this blessed book. And. I am as sure, as of my own 
physical existence, that God has thus spoken to me, and that the Word 
has been the expression of God's thoughts to my heart. And you, that 
know the Lord, can each, I am sure, tell of many seasons when. that 
same Spirit, who first inspired the Word, has written it upon the fleshy 
tables of your hearts. We trust we know a little, and would to God 
that we might enjoy more of the glad experience realized by the prophet 
in the midst of sadness (Jer. xv. 16): "Thy words were found, and I 
did eat them; and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing .of 
mine heart: for I am called by Thy name, 0 Lord God of host~." 
Words of promise, of counsel, of warning, of encouragement, of gmd
ance, of strength; wonderful words of life. Rather let our right hand 
forget its cunning, and our tongue cleave to the roof of our mouth, than 
we forget or criticize that sacred Word, that has been made so precious 
in all things to us. 

It were neither wise nor profitable, in the time at my disposal, to 
attempt to deal in any way with the mysteries or apparent contradict.ions 
of the Bible. Remember this, that we are dealing with the thoughts 
of the infinite and most high God, expressed in human words; that of 
necessity, if it be more than man's word, there must be depths that we 
cannot fathom, and heights to which we can hardly hope to reooh; 
further, that it waR never intended to be either a scientific text-book or 
an historical manual; and that, with a wider knowledge of the events 
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described, apparent discrepancies would vanish. We must learn the 
same lesson taught by the inscrutable way of divine providence, that 
there are paths where human reason falters and fails, and only humble 
faith can trace the way. It is not for man, in bis sinfnlneBS, weakneBS 
and folly, to arrive at a full comprehension of God's words. For here 
we see as in a glass darkly, but there face to face. 

Do I in any way exaggerate, when I declare that reverence and 
humility in the study of God's Word are among the surest tokens of a 
standing or falling church, and that it is only as individual members of 
it are led with fervency to search the Scrit>tnres, that there can be any 
real spiritual prosperity ? God has declared that they that despise Him 
shall be lightly esteemed, but that He will honour those that honour 
Him. Has not one of the most deeply taught of Zion's singer's ex
pressed this solemn truth with force and directness in the words:-
Say, Christian, wouldst thou thrive · The Scriptures and the Lord 

In knowledge of the Lord? Bear one tremendous name ; 
Against no Scripture ever strive, The written and the Incarnate Word 

But tremble at His Word. In all things are the same. 
Revere the sacred page,- For Jesus is the Truth, 

To injure any part As well as Life and Way; ,mouth 
Betrays, with blind and feeble rage, The two-edged sword that's in His 

A hard and haughty heart. Shall all proud reasoners slay. 
If aught there dark appear, Why dost thou call Him Lord, 

Bewail thy want of sight; And what He says resist? 
No imperfection can be there, The soul that stumbles at the \'iord 

For all God's words are right. Offended is at Christ. 
The thoughts of man are lies, 

The Word of God is true ; 
To bow to that is to be wise : 

Then h.car, and fear, and do.-Joseph Hart. 

Let us with deepest gratitude remember the goodness of God, that we 
have His word in our own tongue; and to our younger friends, I would 
especially commend the study of those days of conflict, when with their 
life's blood our fathers sealed their love to this blessed book. Memories 
arise of stout-hearted Martin Luther, of Wyclufe, Coverdale, and 
Tyndale, of many who clung to the Word with more tenacity than to 
life itself, of hidden copies, and blurred black-letter Bibles, over which 
hearts that long have entered glory bent in deep anxiety of soul. Shall 
we who so unworLbily tread in their steps (as they followed Christ) 
hesitate, because we find ourselves despised for cleaving to our Bible in 
its entirety? Black are the clouds that gather, and some there are who 
prayerfully seek with loins girt to wait the coming of their LorC.. And 
bow shall He find us, my brethren? The words ring in our ears: "Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." I trust 
we have counted the cost, and depending on His grace, and looking to 
His holy Word as our guide, we go on our way depending on Him, who 
shall hide us in His pavilion from the strife of tongues. Let God be 
true, though every man prove false. 

I beseech you, brethren, by the great Father whose children you are, 
by Calvary's cross, an.d the love of the Spirit; by the blood of mart};-s 
that purchased this book; by the lips of our loved ones, that breathed its 
?omfort in the valley of the shadow; by all t~e blessing God has made 
it to your souls; be not unfaithful to that high and holy charge com
mitted to your trust, but hold dearer than life itself the pure and perfect 
Word of God. 
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PAUL'~ PHAYETI FOR THE CHURCH AT THESSALONIUA: 

Bein[! " /fri1:(011tli11e ,?fa Sermon pi•eached nu Peb.17, 1895,al Zion, New Gros,<, 
J),•p!f, 11·d, by TacntAS Jo:rns, on his Acceptance to the Pastomte. 

Ch;i~\~.~:)'ft;:~d it.'Ict your heart into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for 

".E admire the brntherl·iness of the apostle. ,ve admire the spirit of union, 
pear<'. and concord, ,vhich pen·aded the infant Church of Jesus Christ. Both 
the teac-hers and the taught drank deeply into'the spirit of their Lord. Bence 
there existed a spirit of loving, sympathy and Christian affection amongst 
them: they had learned" to est~u others better than themselves." This was 
true in the apostle's case. As you know, he had been highly privileged and 
greatly blessed: for had not his Lord made special communications to him of 
things hidden from the foundation of the world ? Yet Paul willingly classes 
himself among the least of saints, and ever evinced tenderest regard for those 
who, like himself, were pilgrims on the earth. 

Perhaps no man possessed stronger faith in God than the apostle, and yet 
no man more earnestly desires an interest in the prayers of others. It was 
Paul ,d10 pleads with the brethr.en dwelling in Thessalonica, that they would 
remember him and his colleagues in their prayers-" Breth1;en, pray for us." 
What a depth of meaning is couched in these words! How they reveal Paul's 
inner self! They show his gTeat need. Paul recognised his own weakness, at 
the same time he places an high value upon the fervent prayers of others; 
Brethren, the united prayers of the saints are a source of real spiritual strength, 
energy. and power to any pastor, let him labour where he may, but especially 
in our own case. 

The apostle was perfectly aware of opposing forces, who stood armed ready 
to do battle, ready to frustrate (if possible) the Gospel he pre<J.ched. Not only 
so, but he is anxious to "be delivered from unreasonable men "-i.e., strange,. 
perve1·.se, and absurd men. ,v e sincerely trust that there are no such characters 
in " Zion;" should there be, we earnestly pray to be delivered from such, for 
we know what evil-such can accomplish. ·There was one great source of 
encouragement to Paul, and that is our encouragement to-day as we stand here 
in this new relationship, as pastor and people-viz., "The Lord is faithful;,,. 
upon this great truth we stand, and feel we have a firm and immovable foun
dation. In this truth we confide, having tried, proved, and tested Di.vine faith· 
fulness in the past. And just as the apostle bowed his knees, with the divinely· 
wrought conviction in his heart that "the Lord is faithful," so we do likewise. 
The Lord Jehovah never bas, never will desert His sent servauts. Now let us. 
proceed to consider this beautiful comprehensive prayer. •We have in our text:-

I. The C!,ri.stian's gi·eat Teacher: "The Lord direct your heart." If "the 
Lord·• be here the Holy Spirit, as 2 Cor. iii. 17, we may read this part of our 
text in the followiug order: '· The Lord," the Holy Spirit, " direct your heart." 
In this arrangement we haYe Father, Son, and Spirit in our text. What a 
precious thought this suggests to us ! Do we not see at once that the sacred_ 
Trinity are engaged in perfecting and completing the eternal salvati?n of_ all 
the elect'~ Does not this afford a sufficient guarantee of entire sanctificat(on 
and everlasting glorification of the whole redeemed Church of God. We thmk 
so. We note, in passing, that at the present juncture of our experience, we are 
not fully coguizant of all spiritual blessing, privilege, and favours laid up for us, 
iu the inexhaustible riches of Christ; nor can we lose sight of the fact that all 
these special attainments are beyond us to explore u,i:iassisted by the Holy 
Spirit. Into these Divine things no man can. fully enter only as led by th0 

Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is the Rerealer rif the thiugs of God. By this we mean that 

tlie Holy Spirit reveals to us the mercy, grace, a,nd love of God. "He le~ds us 
iutu all truth," o.nd into paths of righteousness and peace, by helping us m_ our 
many intinnit ies and assistiBg us in our pray,ers. But in our text :ije is said ~o
dired-tliat is, to make straight, to Het right, to 1,ruide, and to conduct us. This 
He <loe;; for UH not by compulsion, but by His sweet and bless~d influence of 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. l l !J 

love Hhcd abroad in our heart. Some present have already harl a rieh experi
c11cc of the love of Gori i11 the heart, anrl have lmppily enjoyed those so11l
dcvating grnces of the Spirit; and have blessedly realiser! the operating, trnnH
forming power of truth within them. You have been deeply taught in word 
anrl doctrine; yet we should bear in rninrl that, after all, "we only knm,· in 
part," and that there are breadths, lengths, depths, and heights we have never 
reached of infinite and boundless wealth. Into these " The Lorri direct your 
heart." 

You already possess a wide knowtedge of inspired truth; you may consider 
yourself rich in heavenly wisdom; but after all, my brother, you are only U, 

babe in heavenly wisdom. There are greater things yet to come. How appro
priate this prayer for us to-day, "The Lord direct your heart'' ! Observe, it is 
the heart, not the head,- the heart the seat of affection, the engine of life, "out 
of which are the issues of life." Yes, when the heart-beats are right, the life 
will be right. If the heart throbs with emotion, the life will be dedicated to 
the service of Christ. Write Thy law in my heart, 0 God, "for, behold, Thou 
rlesireth truth in the inward part ! " 

II. The Christian's Inexhaiistible Subject: "The love of God." Of all the 
attributes of God, perhaps there are none so cheering as His love. 11,' e delight 
to speak of His mercy, to talk of His judgments, to exalt His glory, and to 
praise His great name; to dwell upon His power, to admire His wisdom. and 
to extol His great goodness. Biit the lore of God. Oh, transcendently great, 
infinite; surpassing the loftiest conceptions of men !-

" God only knows the Io,e of God.'" 

The desire expressed by the apostle implies that he was anxious that these 
Christians may be favoured to possess clearer conceptions, and a fuller enjoy
ment of God's love to them and in them. I need not remind you of the grand 
characteristics of Divine love. It is eternal and unchangeable. 

But" may not the apostle desire for these people a clear and distinct know
ledge of God's love in its operations upon their hearts? I mean that Ion in 
choosing, redeeming, calling, justifying, adopting, and finally glorifying them. 
Does not the apostle further desire and pray that the love of God may be 
increased more and more in their soul's experience? This would mean the 
fitting them for daily service; and the manifestations of that love to the heart 
would produce a deeper bond of unity of heart, aim, and purpose. It 
would draw out the deepest affections of their souls after God, and 
produce an intense yearning after Him, a fervency of spirit after the 
" image of His Son." This we believe to be the outcome of the spiritual enjoy
ment of Divine love. Be it yours, belo,·ed, to hold converse with God and fellow
ship with His Son, so that you may from time to time enjoy rich foretastes of 
that love which fills heaven with joy and gladness, yet is shed abroad in the 
hearts of the saints below. • 

III. The Christian's Patience: "The patient waiting for Christ." No don bt 
that under a felt sense of Divine love there are holy longings to fly aw,ty, to get 
home to the glorified. But the apostle reminrls these Thessalonians that they 
_must exercise patience. That is the irlea-" The patience of Christ."' In 
patience, Jesus is our example. He waited, He suffered," He endured." '' Who 
for the joy that was set before Hirn e11d111-ecl the cross." It was so with the 
Old Testament worthies; they waited for the Afh·ent of their King, arnl long 
weary years passed by, and still they waited "for the consolation of Israel." 
They hoped and endured as "seeing Him who is im·isible." So we ne~d 
patience, we have the promise of His return, and we are waiting for its fulti_l
ment: and sometimes we wonrler why the chariot delays. Some of you, m 
days of loneliness and sickness, yearnerl for His corning. In your nen-ous 
excitement you thought you heard the chariot wheels of,the heavenly Messenger; 
but, alas ! it was not so. Theu, like the king of old, yon turned your face to 
the wall and wept. 

To-day we necrl patience to enrlure trial, suffering, temptation, am! sorrow 
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It will ~n(,n lw Pver. a fc\\- more battles and then triumphant victory; ye8, ,i 

frw rnnr<' days of patient <'ndurance and "He that shall come will come.'' 
How nc>cessary this prayer for us! )fay it be fully realised by nil of us, so 

that from time to time when we assemble " The Lord direct yom· heart into the 
low of God," am! fill ns out of His fnlness that filleth all in all. Such is onr 
united prayer. 

THE LATE M.R. W. RYDER. 
MR. 1\·. RYDER, for many years an itinerant to the causes of truth, entered hi~ 
et<crnal rest, after a few day's illnsss, Feb. 15, 1895, aged 74 years. Our 
brother preached at Lessness Heath, Lord's-day, the 3rd of that month; on the 
foll(m·ing Thursday evening he attended the prayer meeting at "Ebenezer," 
East Ham: it was intensely eold, which I think struck him, not having been 
well some days before; he went to bed that night and never came down again. 
On the Lord's-day, he appeared much better, and said he did not know what 
the Lord's will was in this affiiction, but the poet expressed his mind, and he 
repeated the following nrses with evident feeling:-

Thy sov'reign will denies, From ev'ry murmur free: 
•· Father ! whate'er of earthly bliss l ' Give me a calm, a thankful heart, 

Accepted at Thy throne of grace, The blessings of 'l'hy grace impart, 
Let this petition rise: And make me live to Thee. 

Let the sweet hope that Thon art mine, 
My life and death attend: 

Thy presence through my journey shine, 
And crown my journey's end.' " 

Later in the evening he was taken much worse, and lost his speech. Wh!ln some
what relieved near the end, his dear wife asked him, having spoken words of 
comfort, if he felt Jesus precious, if so, to press her hand? and he did so with a 
firm pressure, and, doubtless, if he could have spoken, he would hl!-ve given 
some precious words of testimony. -

On Friday, ~rch 22, the mortal remains of our dear brother were interred 
in the East Ham Cemetery; myself and pastor W. S. Brown, of Windsor, con
ducted the service, who gave a solemn address at the grave, whom our late 
brother baptized at Tadworth nearly twenty years since. 

There were a goodly number of friends present, evidencing their esteem for 
the departed.-J. FLORY. 

RETROSPECT IN PROSPECT. 
BY A GARDEN LABOURER. 

42nd Wedding .Anniversary. 

FOR over forty years we've been, The blessing showered from above-
My God, beneath Thy fostering care; Blessing without alloy or let. 

On every hand Thy love we've seen, And daily through their life and ours, 
And found Thy blessings year by year, Let glory, honour, praise be given 

And though by trials oft assailed, Each moment. and with all our powers, 
And men ha,·e tried to cast us down, Glory to God who reigns in heaven. 

We've ever in Thy strength prevailed, To Father, Son, and.Holy Ghost, 
And on Thy head we'll place the crown. The Three-One ever-living God, 

We have been young, and now are old, The Lord of Life, the Lord of Hosts, 
Bnt never wanted any good, Our hearts shall sound His praise abroad. 

A shelter from the winter cold, Thus, with the .heart the tongue be moved 
And daily grants of wholesome food. To sing one family Thy praise 

With health and strength to earn our bread, In Jesus Christ for ever loved, 
We all our life have favoured been; Hosannas to Thy name to raise. 

The good of all the land has fed our children's children now we lay 
On every side Thy hand we've seen. Before Thy footstool, Lord of love; 

.And, far beyond these earthly gifts, Bless them through life that day by day, 
Thy love bath called our souls in Christ, Taught by Thy Spirit from above, 

A city to behold by faith, They may declare their father's God, 
Where we shall dwell for ever blest. And tell to others all around, . 

And those Thou hast in mercy given, The love of Jesus Obrist, their Lord, 
Hath by Thy love and grace been taught The joy, the Saviour, they have found. 

The way by hith in Christ to heaven, And thus Thy Word •hall ever prove 
Redemption by His blood He bought, The fathers to t,he children tell, 

For, all on whom the Father's love The fount of everlasting love, 
Hath from eternity been aet, The love of God Immanuel. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

#ission. 

THE following is a.n outline of Mr· 
Gra.y's a.ddress a.t the meetings held 
in Keppel-street, a.s reported la.st 
month, kindly supplied by our good 
brother Copela.nd. He sa.ys:-

rainbow-a. pretty sight. You, my bre
thren (turning to the two missionariesJ 
will be encircled by the pra.yers of the 
brethren at home. The Spartan mother 
sa.id to her son, when he left for the 
ba.ttlefield, "With it, or on it." So he 
hoped our brethren would stand fast to 
the Gospel, which is dear to ll8 here. 
The respective pastors of our brethren, 
and the churches of which they were 
members, were happy, and wo:ild doubt
less take a. special interest in them and 
their work. In fact, he considered the 
Strict Baptist Mission, the whole de
nomination, and England, were happv 
in the sending out of these men. H'e 
hoped the denomination wonld do more 
for the support of the Mission than it 
bad in the past. Chapels are needed at 
the several stations. Other denomi
nations have a respectable chapel at 
each station, and so ought we to ha.ve. 
He had learned while out there that our 
brethren there were very willing to 
contribute towards the building of 
cba.pels, if we would help them. 

Mr. Sa.muel Gra.y,of Brighton,gave a. 
bright a.nima.ted a.ddress, which wa.s 
warmly received. Being ha.ppy, he very 
happily spoke on ha.ppiness. In the 
course of his rema.rks he ea.id he thought 
that the honoured President (Mr. John 
Box) was a. happy ma.n in being fa.vonred 
to see what so ma.ny have desired to, but 
have not seen. Also he thought the 
vice-president a. happy ma.n. He it wa.s 
who proposed that all-da.y pra.yer-meet
ing~ and to-da.y he was favoured to see 
Goo's answer to those prayers. The 
speaker considered himself a. ha.ppy 
man. He had visited the Mission-fields, 
a.nd, under God, had been the means of 
stimulating interest in the belovecl 
Mission. Moreover, he considered the 
brethren a.bout to leave us for the DRURY LANE.-During the past 
Mission-work ha.ppy men. They would few weeks several farewell meetings 
have difficulties to contend against, but were held in connection with the 
they were going to do a right good work. departure of Messrs. Hutchinson and 
"To tell you the truth (said the speaker), Booth, not the least of which was the 
I would ha.ve offered myself for the one held at Mr. Licence's Mission-room 
work, had not God blocked the wa.y. in Drury-lane. On Janua.ry 22nd, it 
My heart was so touched, when in India., being the desire of lHr. S. Hutchinson 
by the superstition I beheld, as to create to visit the poor people once more before 
a. longing in my breast to go a.nd show leaving Engla.nd, a farewell meeting 
them the wa.y of sa.lva.tion. They will was held. After the opening by singing. 
not find it all smooth there. Our brother "How sweet the name of Jesus sounds." 
Noble lives in a. house,-well, it is a.bout prayer, and the reading of Isa. xxx, .. 
fit for a cow or a. pig, or something of he spoke from Rom. viii. 1, laying 
that sort, but is not fit for a human being special empha.sis on what it is to be in 
to live in." They would ha.veto master Christ Jesus. Mr. A Licence, the 
the Tamil, but when mastered it would be missionary, followed by tha.nking him 
of great advanta.geto them. The speaker on behalf of the people, as well as for 
had had five hours' ta.lk with Mr. himself, for the kind interest he bas 
Hutchinson, 11,nd he had pretty well shown in the work for upwa.rds of 12 
estimated his character. He was per- years. When he (Mr. H.) first visited, 
suaded that our brother was as much only seven or eight people a.ttended, 
unlike a certain man he had read of. while that night o,er 90 were present, 
There were two tramps sleeping on the and he wished tha.t he might see such 
roadside. One of them awoke in a great results when in India. He was sure 
agony, saying, "0, I have had an a.wful tha.t Mr. Hutchinson ha.d a. deep interest 
dream ! 0, I have ha.d an awful dream!" in mission work, the love for precious 
and the perspiration wa.s standing on souls, and that his a.ccepting the work 
his forehea.d. "Wha.t is it 1" sa.id the before him wa.s not done on the spur of 
other. "0, I ha.ve ha.d an a.wful dream I the moment. He further sa.id that he 
I dreamed I ha.d got some work to do ! " desired still that his visits here might 
He wa.s sure our brethren would never be long remembered, tha.t we still 
be out of work. There wa.s unmista.k- desired a.n interest in his prayers, and 
able evidence tha.t God ha.d a. people in tha.t we shall pray for him, that the 
Tinnevelly. Some of God's elect were Lord would go before him a.nd prosper 
there, and God would certainly a.ppro- him in his work. After these rema.rks, 
priate His own. He would lay the hand the singing of the hymn. ·• God be with 
of His appropria.ting gra.ce upon them. you tip we _meet a.gain," M:. Licence 
He considered them ha.ppy men to be committed him to the Lord m pri,.yer, 
going out to this rill"ht noble work. I and thus olosed this interesting and 
"The other da.y," he sa.1d," I sa.w a. circle , touching service.-E. A. LICENCE. 
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J\IETROPOLITA~ ASSOCIATION" OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

ANNFAL MEETING, HELD ON TUESDAY. 
:\{ARCH 12TH, 189.\ AT BRIXTON 

TABERNACLE. 

THE a.nnua.l meeting of this Association 
was held a.s above. The committee were 
summoned at 10 a.m. Long before that 
time friends began to arrive. Among 
the first to put in appearance were 
brethren H. Clark. Millwood, E. Mit
chell. W. Abbott. F. C. Holden, J. 
Ha.ines. Turner, Sears, &c., our good 
brother Cornwell being in attendance to 
receive and give a hearty welcome t-0 
ministers and delegates. At the time 
appointed over twenty of the committee 
assembled in the large vestry of the 
Tabernacle to make a few necessary 
preliminary arrangements for the day's 
1i_roceedings, brother J. Haines, of 
Homerton-row, opening with prayer. 

At 10.30 the committee entered the 
Tabernacle, where a, large number of 
delegates had alrea,dy assembled. 
Brother R. E. Sears, the retiring presi
dent, took the cha,ir, supported by the 
president-elect a,nd the vice-president, 
viz. brethren C. Wilson (Dorset-square) 
a,nd E. Mitchell <Cha,dwell-street). 

The first word uttered at this gather
ing was " come," in connection with the 
hymn. " Come, Thou Fount of every 
blessing," and a volume of praise and 
pra,yer &ficended heavenward from the 
sincere hea,rts and fervent lips of one 
hundred united voices in expressions of 
gratitude. pra,ise, and supplication, 
which increased in fervour and em
phasis on coming to the words, 

h Here I raise my Ebenezer,'' 
11.nd 

·• Oh to grace how great a debtor." 
The petition sent up to the King of 
kings for His blessing on the day was 
heard, answered, realised, a.nd enjoyed. 

The President read a.nd expounded 
Pila. cxxxiv., a,nd prayer was offered by 
Pastor T. Jones, of New Cross. He (Mr. 
Sears) then gave the right hand of 
fellowship with words of counsel to four 
ne·wly-chosen pa.stors-i.e., brethren T. 
Jones (~ ew Cross!, H. T. Chilvers 
{ Keppel-street!, J. J. Cooler (Tollington
park i and R. D. Sandell (Fulham). 

At this juncture feeling reference 
was ma.de to the departure of brother 
W. Osmond,e.nd brother Cornwell moved 
the following resolution, which was 
seconded by brother Copeland:-
March l~th. 1895.-Metropolitan Association 

of Strict Baptist Churches: Assembled m 
. '..nnual Meeting at Brixton Tabernacle.
Dear Brethren,-We hereby convey onr 
heartfelt sympathy with you in the 
lJereaYement you are suffering through 
the removal of your late pastor to a better 
country. He was a man worthy of all 
honour and highly esteemed by his 
m inisterial brethren. We with you deplore 
bi~ lo:-;::-;, yet we rejoice that he for so many 
;-cars in all humility of heart proved him-

self faithful in t,he Oospcl whleh God com
mittee\ to his trust, ancl our pmvcr for vou 
is that our covenant Goel ma,· send you 
anot.licr pastor who will keep b!ick nothing 
that is !'rofltablo unto you, 1tnd t.hat He 
will bui cl you up in our most, holy faith. 
-We a.rct den.r brethren, yours in the 
unity of the Spirit.-To t.110 Church of 
Christ worshipping at Ebenezer, Elthorne
road. 

The resolution was unanimously passed 
and the large audience rose to their feet 
and sang-

" Come, let us joiu our friends above 
Who have obt:1ined the prize." 

A most interestinv; feature was 
reached by the reading of a telegram 
from brethren Hutchinson and Booth 
dated "March Eth, 4.12 p.m.; Port of 
Aden, Red Sea," with the follo;ving 
message, 

"WELL." 

Brother John Box, senior secretary 
read the report, from whioh we ga.the; 
the following statistics :-

The increasing usefulness of our 
General Fund is satisfactorily demon
strated in the pleasurable disbursement 
in nine votes, amounting to :£66 to nine 
Churches, and to four pastors, amount
ing to £35. 

The sum borrowed from the Loan 
Fnnd, free of interest, during the year 
by six of our Churches was :£1,010; and 
the amount in use on 31st December le.at 
was :£2,205. During the year, £103 
18s. ld. was added to the capital, raising 
it to £2,348 4s. 9.1. 

The membership of the sixty Churches 
constituting our Union, stood at 3 853, 
baptisms 137. The Schools in coniiec
tion a.re maintained by the loving ser· 
vice of 608 Teachers, and number 6,956 
Scholars. · 

Our Churches have suffered loss of 
pastors by two deaths and five resigna
tions; while seven brethren have 
accepted calls to the sacred office by 
those needing the ea.re of an under 
shepherd. At the interment of the 
remains of our beloved brethren W. K. 
Squirrell and W. Osmond, the estima
tion in which they were held was 
evinced by suitable tributes of affec
tionate regard and sorrow over the loss 
sustained by their removal from us. 

Considerable plea.sure was experienced 
in recognising the long and faithful 
career of loving service maintained by 
our much-esteemed and greatly- beloved 
brother Ja.mes L. Meeres, who has filled 
the pastorate of the Church so long 
worshipping in New Church-street, 
Bermondsey, for fifty years . 

The time now arrived for Mr. Sears to 
retire from the presidential ohair,whioh 
he did in his usual genial manner, and, 
ta.king Mr. C. Wilson by the hand, 
introduced him to the meeting as the 
president for 1895-6. 

Votes of thanks to the retiring presi
dent and to the three secretaries were 
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duly passed and aoknowledged, which, 
with singing and prayer, brought the 
morning's pl'Ooeedings to 11, olose. 

Near 200 sat down to dinner, well and 
bountifully prepared by Mrs. Cornwell 
and the lo.dies of Brixton Tabernacle. 

AFTERNOON MEETING. 

At 2.30 brother Charles Wilson 
announced Dr. Watts' well-known 
hymn-

" Oome, let us Join our cheerful songs." 
Paa. xxx. wn.s read, and brother E. 
Beecher (Shouldham - street) offered 
prayer. The president called on brother 
G. Herring <Notting-hill) to. give an 
address. 

Mr. Herring referred to the Strict 
Baptist lllission, and adverted to the 
expediency of practical, energetic home 
mission work, by sending tract distri
butors from house to house and entering 
into conversation, as opportunity might 
offer, about the best things. 

Brother G. Turner (minute secretary) 
read the statistics of the Churches, 
which were very concise, and was fol
lowed by a summary of the report by 
brother J. Box. 

Broth.er S. K. Bland (Ipswich), secre
tary of the Suffolk and Norfolk 
Association, in his homely genial way, 
expressed thanks for the M.A S.B.C. 
inviting_ representatives from the 
S. and N. A. to be present, and referred 
to the associations being on the founda
tion principles of the disciples who were 
wont to communicate and hold fellow
ship one with another. Mr. Bland, in 
the brief time allotted him, contended 
earnestly for the distinguishin~ doc
trines of grace, and concluded an impor
tant address by expressing the hope that 
this was but the commencement of 
stronger and sweeter spiritual inter
course between the associations in the 
future. After singing 

"One there is above all others," 
brother T. Jones (New Cross) spoke very 
appropriately from the words of our 
Lord, "That they all may be one," 
referring to the unity of all our 
spiritual forces, and to be bound 
together as with a threefold cord which 
is not easily broken. 

Brother Boulton <Peckham) was 
heartily glad to meet with the brethren 
from the various associations, and 
emphasised the necessity of standing 
firm in the apostles' dootrine and yet to 
go forward. 

Brother Dulley (Wooburn-green), 
secretary of the Berks., Bucks., Herts., 
and Oxon Assooiation, thanked the 
Metropolitan Assooia.tion for inviting 
the infant society he represented to 
unite in their annual gathering, and 
compared it to a strong brother ta.king 
hold of the hand of his little brother 
that could hardly toddle. We shall have 
great pleasure in looking back to this 
gathering this afternoon, which, by the 

blessing of God, will stimulate them to 
go forward. 
, Brother W. H. Evans (Rattlesden, 

Suffolk), moderator of the S. and~- A., 
endorsed what had been said, and con
gratulated this Association on its pre
sent condition. I have been listening 
to the letters read, and to my mind the 
most cheering feature in the spiritual 
life of the Metropolitan Churches is the 
great increase in the suburban gather
i1;1gs; this I look upon as a very healthy 
sign. 

Brother Lloyd (Oxon.J expressed his 
pleasure at being present, and said the 
Association he represented was but an 
infant. but that it must be nourished. 
We commenced four years ago. We 
must move in principles of truth as 
much 11,s we move in regard to business, 
in those things which concern the wel
fare of the Church and the welfare of 
our souls. I wish you God's blessing. 
We a.re not going to die out, and we 
shall go on in the Lord's name to pro
claim salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Brother Whitton (Aylesbury) was 
pleased to see such a nice assembly, 
and to see them looking so very haopy, 
and he thought their hearts were filled 
with the love of God, and stated that 
he was born. called by grace. and bap
tized in Suffolk; that he had joined two 
Churches there, and that he was glad to 
meet the good brethren whose names he 
heard in Suffolk, etc. 

Prayer by the chairman brought the 
afternoon service to a close. 

Tea was served in two sittings, the 
comp:i.ny being far too large to be 
accommodated at one time. At the 

EVENING MEETING 

President C. Wilson again occupied the 
chair, and gave out the hymn, 

" Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts 1n Christian love." 

Psa. cxxii. was read, and pastor E. 
White (Woolwichl engaged in prayer. 

Brother Colls (Beccles) said he re
ciprocated the feelings of the Suffolk 
and Norfolk brethren, and that it was 
a pleasure to see six or eigh: counties 
shaking hands together in the name of 
our common Lord. Yet, if it is to end 
in the shaking of hands and coming up 
to the great metropolis only, it would 
not do much good. He believed dreams 
were good when they resulted in some
thing practical and somethin\:' that will 
do good, not only to our mdividual 
hearts, but good to the associations. 
He (Mr. 0.) would like to see a federa
tion of all Churches holding the funda
mental doctrines of grace. May the 
Lord grant it, and to Him shall be all 
the honour and glory. 

The president greeted with very kind 
expressions pastor Flegg, of Bexley
heath, and several other brethren on 
the platform. 
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A vote of thanks for the use of the 
chapel, and to the ladies for the very 
effioient way in which the needs and 
comfort of the friends had been studied, 
supplied, and attended to, was proposed 
bv brother W. Abbott in bis usual 
homely and genial way. This was 
seconded by brother I. R. Wa.kelin, and 
replied to by brother Cornwell. 

Mr. C. Wilson then rose to give his 
presidential address. He (Mr. W.) did 
not presume to give a theological 
discourse, but confined his remarks to 
the preceptive in connection with 
attendance upon the means of grace, 
supporting the cause of God, instruction 
of the young in the Sa.bba.th-rnhool, 
useful advice to young men and women 
on joining the Church, &c.,a.ll of which 
was delivered with much vigour, energy, 
and zeal. as well as in a kind and 
fatherly way. 

A letter was read from brother Samuel 
Hutchinson, descriptive of the voyage 
from the Albert Docks to the Mediter
ranean. Pastor H. Dadswell (Clapham) 
read a paper on the "Plenary Inspira
tion of Holy Scripture"; and pastor 
Ja.mes E. Flegg (Wood-green) on "The 
Believer's Sonsbip and Service." 

This annual gathering was brought 
to a close by singing, "All hail the 
power of Jesu's name," and prayer by 
pastor C. Cornwell. 

"C"nflagging interest was maintained 
in the services throughout the day, 
which were almost continuous from 
10 a.m. till nearly 9 p.m. The Lord is 
blessing the Association, and increasing 
interest, is manifest as the years roll 
on.-C. W. 
A copy of the Report can be had gratis 

from the ministers or deacons of any 
of the Associated Churches, or free by 
post for one stamp, from Mr. J. Box, 
Chapel House, Soho Chapel, 166, 
Shaftesbury-a.venue, London, W.C. 

KEW CROSS.-The 37th anniversary 
of Zion Chapel Tract and Benevolent 
Society was celebrate& Feb. 24th, when 
a sermon was preached in the afternoon 
by 1,a~tor Thos. Jones, followed by a 
tea and public meeting, presided over 
by the pastor. Mr. James Martin. hon. 
sec., read the annual report, which was 
of a very satisfactory character. There 
were nine districts visited, consisting 
of from 30 to 40 houses. 579 relief 
tickets had been distributed, besides 14 
special cases which had been attended 
to; 4 dispensary letters were inconstant 
use, and 3fi blankets were in loan during 
the winter months. The Maternity 
Society was in active operation, and 
upwards of £70 had been collected for 
the Christmas Dinner Fund. Mr. Jas. 
Webb read the financial statement, 
showing a balance in hand of £27. 
Pastor G. W. Thomas (Watford) moved 
the adoption of the reports, and gave 

an address founded on the words, "Thou 
a.rt fairest among the sons of men." 
Pastor P. Reynolds (Highbury) spoke 
on the Divine personality of the Lord 
Jesus, followed by pastor E. Marsh 
(Gurney-road), a former scholar in the 
school, and Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong.
ALPHA. 

CLERKENWELL. -The 23rd anni
versary of Mount Zion Sunday. 
school, Chadwell-street, was held on 
February 10th. Mr. E. Mitchell (the 
pastor) preached in the morning, from 
Prov. iv. 7; and evening, from Pea. 
cxlv. 4; and Mr. Marsh (of Stratford) 
preached to the children in the afternoon 
from Psa. li. 7. On Tuesday, 12th, the 
tea and public meeting were held, the 
Preaident in the chair. The meeting 
was opened by praise, reading the Word, 
and prayer by Mr. Morling (of High 
Wycombe). The 23rd report was read, 
and Mr. J. Copeland (of Croydon) moved 
its adoption, and was seconded by Mr. 
E. Marsh. Mr. Samuel Hutchinson, 
who was about to leave England for the 
mission field in India, then gave a fare
well address to the friends. Mr. Philip 
Reynolds then addressed the meeting, 
and, referring to brother Hutchinson's 
departure, said God had given the 
Chadwell-street friends a high honour 
in that out of their midst was called 
one to hold up the Gospel banner in the 
midst of heathen darkness. Brother 
Thomas (of Watford) then addressed 
the meeting, giving the teachers words 
of encouragement, and some good illus
trations of Sunday-school instruction, 
and closed his remarks with :-

" If among the older people 
You may not be apt to teach; 

'Feed My Lambs,' saith Christ, my 
Shepherd, 

Place the food within their reach, 
And.it may be that the children 

You have led with trembling hand, 
May be found among the jewels 

When you reach the better land." 
Brother Da.dswell then gave some 
reminiscences of Sunday-school work, 
and encouraged the teachers in their 
labour of love. Brother Savage ad· 
dressed some earnest remarks upon the 
words: " Study to show thyself ap• 
proved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed"; and a few 
remarks from the chairman brought 
the meeting to a close. Special hymns 
were sung during the evening, and the 
collections amounted altogether to 
£20 14s. 7d.-J. A. GEE. 

BIRKENHEAD. - Dear Brother,-! 
have for some time past had it 011 my 
mind to thank you for inserting in 
E. V. & G. H. a notice of meeting at 
7, Market-street, Birkenhead, a town 
next to Seacombe, where at present I 
am staying. Although the distance is 
considerable, and being now in my 76th 
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year, I have attended there on Lord's
day and TueBday evenings, and have 
made the acquaintance of the esteemed 
brother, George Alexander, who resides 
at 104, Bridge-street, Birkenhead, I feel 
united to him and his people. His 
sermons are dewy, Bavoury, powerful, 
and unctuouB. I waBagreeably Burprised 
on opening the March number of the 
Gospel Magazine to Bee hiB portrait, and 
to read hiB communication to the 
editor. I can aBsure you that I value 
much the meeting aB above, for there is 
in this district (Cheshire)-i.e., Sea
combe, Egremont, LiBcard, Wallasey, 
and New Brighton, and I may add 
across the river Mersey, at Liverpool, a 
very sad lack of the preaching of real, 
vital, experimental, and practical godli
ness flowing from the eternal and 
Bovereign good-will and pleasure of the 
blesBed and gloriouB Three-in-One. I 
hope to return to Chatham in a few 
months, and again to meet with the 
beloved flock at Enon, Nelson-road. In 
the meantime, I am thankful that my 
steps have been directed as before 
stated. Grace, mercy, peace, love, and 
every blessing be yours to enjoy, 
my dear brother. So prayB - Yours 
affectionately, thy father's old friend 
and correspondent-JOSEPH CASSE, senr. 

BERMONDSEY (LYNTON - RO.A.D).
The annual meeting of the Sunday
school, which took place on March 5th 
WIIB a very encouraging and profitable 
occasion. Mr. 0. S. Dolbey (in the 
absence of Mr. E. Mitchell through ill
ness) preached in the afternoon from 
Psa. cxxxii. 16 : "I will also clothe her 
priests with Balvation, and her saints 
shall shout aloud for joy"; and many 
found it good to listen to the tidings of 
salvation which he was enabled to 
proclaim. At the evening meeting the 
chair was occupied by Mr. Arnold 
Boulden (of the Surrey Tabernacle), 
who has for some years presided at 
these gatherings. The meetin~ having 
been opened by sin!ifing, readmg, and 
prayer, Mr. J. B. Collm read the annual 
report, which showed that during the 
past year the Bchool had increased in 
numberB, and been blessed. One Btriking 
feature of the year's work being the 
B;i:stematic learning of verses of the 
Bible by the scholars. The chairman 
having made a few encouraging re
marks upon the position of the school 
generally, Mr. Edward Marsh addressed 
the meeting in a warm and soul-Btirring 
speech, baBed upon the wordB: "I will 
g<! in the Btrengt_h of the Lord God ; I 
will make mention of Thy righteous
nesB, even of Thine only." Mr. ThomaB 
Carr followed with Borne Bavoury re
marks from the words: "We will be 
itlad, and rejoice in HiB salvation." 
Then Mr. Dolbey, Bpeaking more 
especially to the teaoherB, dwelt upon 
the wordB: "He that teaoheth," and 

gave some sound advice and encouragin" 
exhortation. Mr. Dale (the pasto~ 
followed with Bome weighty words on 
" What think ye of Christ?" And after 
a few further remarks from the chair
man, the happy meeting was brought to 
a close by the congregation singing the 
doxology. 

A MEMORABLE MOVEMENT AT 
MARGATE. 

THE first anniversary of Mount Ephraim 
Sunday-school, Margate,. took place on 
Sunday and Monday, March 10th and 
11th, and was, by the blessing of God, a 
great success, much more so than any 
of the teachers and officers of the 
school had anticipated. Two special 
truthful sermons were preached on the 
Lord's-day by Mr. E. Gentle to fairly 
good congregations, and special hymns 
from Mr. Winters' Hymnal were well 
and heartily sung by the children who 
had been trained by our superinten'dent 
Mr. J. M. Doughty. Mr. Gentle als~ 
gave an address to the children in the 
afternoon. 

The services were continued on Mon
day by a tea-meeting, at five o'clock to 
which about 150 sat down, followea'by 
a public meeting at 6.30, under the 
presi~ency of H. J. Lawson, Esq. The 
meetmg opened by the scholars singing 
hymn 185, followed by Mr. Miller, of 
Ramsgate, asking the Divine blessmg 
on the service. The chairman then 
called on the secretary to read the 
report, which is as follows:-

Mr. Chairman, ministerial brethren and 
dear Christian friends,-It is with a,' very 
thankful heart that I rise to read this the 
first aunual report of onr Sunda.y-scb.ool, 
thankful because, notw1thstandina the 
many difficulties we have had to contend 
with, we have, by the help and goodness of 
oru· God, been enabled to still carry on the 
work to the present time. The school was 
really instituted through the efforts of our 
good friend and brother, ::ur. W. ChisnnJ.l, 
by whose proposal a Bible-class ,ms formed 
in connection with the chapel. rrnd from 
this Bible-class the younger members were 
formed into a school. 

We began the school with only three 
scholars, and that number has be~n gradu
ally increased from time to time until at 
the encl of the year there was a total 
number on the books of ,16, with an a,·eraae 
attendance of 3~ Financin.llv we ha.;e 
~uch cause for th~nkfulnes:5, aS a,fter pay
ing all expense:-; 1n connection w-ith the 
school for t~e year, inl'luding 1~5 new hymn.
books. Cbrtstmns a.nd annivers...1,ry prizes. 
class-books, and Yarions other incidental 
expenses, we have a balance in hand of J::l 
:!s. 2d. (from which, however. there are 
several expenses to be met. in connedion 
with this a.nniYer~ary), which balance we 
are hopmg, by the blessing of God, to 
augment by these :,;:ervices. \Va have a 
joint collection on Sundav afternoons for 
the School Funds and tlie Stric, Bccpti!rl 
Mission Fund, from which we were 0aa,bled 
to pn.y .£1 to the )lis~ion Fund la:-it yoor, 
and we have n.lso at present rn~. tid. in band 
for the Mission, 

Dtll'ing the sun1mer the l'hildren were 
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ennhle,110 h,1\e :i 1rc:it , lhrouirh the krnd- 1 by touching upon five Biblical cha.
ne~ ... n1 ~e,<'1,11 rnl'11<ls. "ho g:ne specrn.l racters whose respective na1nes cotnw 
rtonn11011, ·1ncl from "-h,,•h we hnd "bnlnncc menced with one of the letters compos
of 1~, .. "-hi, ·h w:i s nmitli,amnl,ed wilh the ing it, leading· our thoughts to contem-
G~_~rrt~J~n~;~ ~ ht·e ~Ir. Winters· Sundn.y- plate upon· the Prize of all prizes 
, ,•hool fi ymnn l. whi,,h eYeryone who has "Eternal Life." Mr. J. Flegg urged the 
seen it 1l1inks it the hcst we could possibly necessity of simple yet distinctive teach-
hnI.,n-e:,~,,.,1,1,.·,·011, I t\1°, 11k nll the friends, on ing. Our paStor, Mr. J. J. Cooler, fol-

"' · " lowed; his stirring address being founded behalf ,11 the tencher, and ofllccrs of the h I th t t d d th 
school. for t.lrnir kind help in the past, itnd upon t e zea ' e earnes s u ¥, an e 
ask thn1 we mny lrnYe their prayers and spirit that should be the prom1nentfea
assistnn cc in the fntnrc, that the blessing of tures in teaching the youn!( . those 
God m:iY rest npon the lnbours of the unfading truths which a.re the Word of 
teachers.· and that mn.ny of the children God. At intervals, anthems a.nd suitable 
maY 1?r0w np to thank God t.ha.t they ever hymns were sung,and prizes andrE1wa.rd 
att0nded ~fo unt Ephraim sundav-school. books distributed to scholars for punc-

Addresses were delivered by the cha.ir- tuality and attention. Brother Cooler 
man. llir. Bloy. of Birchington, Mr. E . thanked the friends for their presence, 
Gentle. Mr. Carter, of Broadstairs, and a.nd proposed a vote of thanks to our 
Mr . Searle, and several recitations by good chairman for his kind a.ssista.nce 
scholars and friends. all of which were persona.Hy and fina.noia.lly, which wa.s 
effectively rendered. seconded by Mr. Thorn, superintendent, 

Dur ing a.n inter,al the prizes were a.nd cheerfully supported by all. Sing
distributed to the successful scholars ing and pra.yer brought the happy 
by the chairman, who ga.ve a. few words gathering to a close. - ARTHUR H, 
of ad dee and encouragement to ea.eh SANDELL, Hon. Sec. 
recipient :.s they took their prizes from 
him. The meeting closed wi~h _the 
benediction and the scholars smgmg. 
"God be with you till we meet again," 
in a ver, hearty manner. There were 
about 200 1,resent at the evening meet
ing the collections for the services 
amounting to a.bout £3. We were very 
sorry many of our friends were una.ble 
to be with us owing to illness. 

Truly we may say, "The Lord ha.th 
done great things for ua, whereof we 
a.re glad .'' these services being the best 
attended we have had for a long time 
pa.st. Mi.eh of the success which 
attended the tea-meeting was no do1bt 
owing t o the ready help given by sev.ira.l 
of the friends, who worked hard to 
bring these services to a successful 
issue.-W'. G. 

TOLLINGTON-PARK.--Pleasanta.nd 
encouraging were the services held in 
commemoration of thel5th anniversary 
of Zoar Sunday-school, Tollington-park, 
on Sunday. Feb. 24, and Tuesday, Feb. 
26. Mr. J . J . Cooler preached two soUlld 
Gospel sermons very suitable ~ t~~ 
occasion, from the words of 2 Tim. m. 
B-17. In the afternoon, severe.I of the 
scholars recited hymns and portions of 
Scripture. the latter comprising some of 
the parables of our Lord, which were 
given in a very satisfactory and effec
tive manner. On the Tuesday, the usual 
tea was provided for the children in the 
afternoon, followed by a public meet
ing presided over by Mr. J. Boys, of 
Ha~pstead. Mr.Jones SO!Jght the Lord's 
blessing, and after the children had sung 
the anthem "Jerusalem," the secretary 
roiad the ~eport, which numerically 
showed an advance, though financially 
a slight deficiency. Mr. J . Copeland 
delivered an excellent address on the 
word •· Prize," introducing his subject 

WILLENHALL.-The 103rd anniver
.sary of the formation of the Church 
wa.s celebrated on Lord's-day, Feb. 17. 
Mr. J.E. Hazelton, of London, preached 
two excellent sermons, which weremucb 
enjoyed by the people. The collectio1!-s 
were a little below tbe a.vera.8'e, but tb1s 
was partly due to depression m the local 
industries, and partly to the fa.et.that 
the people have recently been makmg a 
liberal effort to reduce the debt on the 
chapel by £70. We ha.ve not quite 
reached that sum yet, but we a.re 
earnestly hoping a.nd · praying that we 
may do so. During the nearly eleven 
years of Mr. Geo, Banks' pastorate, much 
has been done to lighten the fina.n~i~l 
burdens of the people. A share of spm
tna.l prosperity has bee!!- i;:raciousl;i: 
given a.nd peace a.nd unamm1ty prevail 
amongst this flock of the Lord's sheep. 

HEATON ROAD, PECKHAM RYE. 
DEBT EXTINCTION. 

THE exig-ent state of some of our 
Churches, a.s occa.siona.lly brought to 
the light crea.te a large amount of un• 
rest and 'concern in the minds of those 
who have their prosperity a.nd welfare 
a.t heart. By rea.son of debt, Zion has 
often to hang her head ; a.nd perhaps, 
when 

MONETARY OBLIGATION 
oppresses her life and energy, it \s_well 
that she should. This cond1t1on
eerious to all intents-the good folk, 
who form the Church a.t Heato1;1-roa:, 
have had to endure; but late Ill t e 
past, eventful year, a. scheme waHs fos° 
mulated by the pastor, Mr. • · 
Boulton, and hie estimable de~oons, 
Meesrs. Vialls Banyard, a.nd Bram, to 
dislJurden the'cause by striving to throw 
off the trammel and weight of the 
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DEBT OF £500. 
In furtherance of the same, a confer
ence of the pastor and sympathisers 
was held on Wednesday, Februiiry 27th, 
when it was finally decided to issue 
collecting-cards, and appeal by adver
tisement to the generosity of outside 
friends. At the meeting itself £89 was 
announced as promised, and since then, 
this promises to swell to £50. This has, 
needless to say, greatly stimulated and 
encouraged the friends. Situated in a 
populous neighbourhood, and environed 
by numerous sectarian sanctuaries, this 
once-influential cause has had to pass 
through troublous waters. At times she 
has gone so near to the rocks that it has 
seemed only by a miracle that catas
trophe has been averted; but 

GOD·BESTOWED MERCY 

has saved her. Who will now come to 
her rescue? Who will help to disperse 
the storm-clouds that still o'ershadow 
her, and strive for her 

REDEMPTION FROM DEBT-BONDAGE? 

The cords of error are lengthening. 
The time now is that Nonconformist 
D.D.'s disparage, despise, and ridicule 
the little Zions and Bethels, which form 
so large a part of our own "beloved 
denomination," and with it all urge 
the superior claims of drama and 
fiction upon their refined audiences (?). 
Under such circumstances, to allow 
the existence of any causes to be 
jeopardised, seems criminal ; for while 
the truth is therein set forth, they form 
a powerful menace to the progression of 

ERRONEOUS PRINCIPLES, 

Faith emboldens, and creates a belief 
in large possibilities. Inspired by the 
past-fragrant with the memory of 
God-imparted ·mercies - the Church 
looks away from disability and weak
ness, yet inwardly confess-

" His constant love, His faithful care, 
Is all that saves us from despair." 

In 11.Ppealing to the "people who know 
the Lord," and honour Him by the dis
bursement of their favours, our friends 
exercise 

REAL ANTICIPATORY FAITH, 

and they believe the master will in
fluence some to help to mitigate the 
evil that afflicts them. That this may 
be so is our heartfelt prayer, and the 
h~mble purpose of our pen. Any kind 
friends wishing to respond to this will, 
by perusing the advertisement on oover, 
discover to whom their offerings, how
ever small, may be sent, for which a 
grateful acknowledgment will be given. 
-J, KNIGHTS. 

GRAVESEND (ZoAR).-The Sunday
school anniversary of Zoar Chapel, 
.GFravesend, was held on Wednesday, 
'ebruary 27th, when Mr. R. E. Sears 

preached an interesting sermon in the 

afternoon. The frien,ls partook of tea 
in the school-room at five o'clock, and a 
public meeting was held in the chapel 
at fi.15, on which occasion Mr. Sears 
presided and gave a very suitable ad
dress. Mr. West, of Erith, who is a 
great friend of Sunday-schools, also 
gave an appropriate speech suited to all 
present. The children sang special 
pieces at intervals selected by the 
worthy superintendent, Mr. Scott. Mr. 
Stockwell, secretary to the Penrose-st. 
Sunday-school, gave a very instructive 
address in the light of Sabbath-school 
work, after which the chairman called 
on Mr. I. C. Johnson to distribute the 
prizes. This being done, a collection was 
taken on behalf of the school fund~. 
The children sang again ; the chairman 
made further remarks and pronounced 
the benediction, which concluded the 
proceedings. The report read by the 
secretary was very satisfactory. 

LEE (DACRE· PARK BAPTIST CHAPEL). 
-Our pastor's (John Hunt Lynn) first 
anniversary services were held on Son
day, March 3rd, and continued on Tues• 
day, March 5th. On the Lord's-day 
brother F. C. Holden, Limehouse, 
preached a very profitable and excellent 
discourse from 1 John iv. 1~. Our 
pastor addressed a gathering of the 
young in the afternoon, and preached 
in the evening a very enjoyable sermon 
from the words, " This do in remem
brance of Me." On Tuesday afternoon 
our brother John Box preached a very 
profitable sermon to the goodly number 
of friends assembled to hid our pastor 
God-speed in his work for the Master. 
Tea was provided in the school-room. 
A public meeting was held in the 
chapel at 6.30. Our brother Walter 
Abbott, Esq, presided, and spoke a few 
earnest words of encouragement to our 
pastor. The Church Secretary, C. W. 
Sears, gave a short account of the new 
departures of Christian service since our 
pastor's settlement. A past0r's Bible
class had been started on Sunday after
noons; conversational Bible study on 
Thursday evenings. The Tract Society 
has been revived. The Baptist:y has 
been opened, and the eyes of the Church 
were still looking towards the hills 
from whence cometh their help. The 
pastor followed with a short address. 
Very earnest, refreshing, and invigora
ting addresses were delivered by 
brethren J.E. Flegg, T. Jones, C. West, 
and E. White. Collections amounted to 
£18. The meetings were in every way 
very encouraging.-C. W. S. 

WOOLWICH (ENoN).-On February 
28th, our brother Mr. W. H. Abrahams 
gave his interesting- and instructive 
lecture upon ·' Our Favourite Hymns: 
Their Authors and Their Histories," on 
behalf of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Society; it was listened to with great 
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interest. There was a good attendance, 
and the collection amounted to £3 14s. 
Our dear friend, Mr. J. W. Banks, was 
t-o have presided, but was prevented by 
illness. Mr. White. the pastor, ably 
presided, and a. very happy evening was 
spent. 

D "G X STABLE .-The Church and 
deacons of the Old Baptist Chapel, 
Dtmstable sincerely thank all those 
ministerial brethren who have so kindly 
supplied the pulpit since our late pastor 
(Mr. A. E . Rea.lff) left, and a.re glad to 
say that Mr. G. Batchelor (of Tring) 
has accepted our invite to take the over
sight of the Church, and preach at least 
three Sundays in each month. Brother 
House has also kindly consented to 
preach the remaining Sundays in the 
present year, commencing with April. 
-E.H. 

O"GR A"C'STRALIAN CHURCHES. 

since deceased, if you have time, and 
care to read it. 

"Mr. Plaisted, the deacon who gives 
out the hymns, assisted Mr. Turner to 
select and arrange the hymns ; so they 
a.re in accordance with his views, Mr. 
Fish (son of the late Mr. Fish, Baptist 
minister) is another deacon. I was fre
quently in their comp1my, as well a.s 
with Mr. Hartshorn, and another of 
their members was ba.ptized by our late 
pastor, Mr. G. Webb, when at Maidstone. 
I am quite sure all their views a.re in 
accordance with the truths advocated 
in the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL 
HERALD, and they take it in, and am 
sure they will be very sorry to read that 
you have been misinformed concerning 
them. "I am, sir, yours sincerely, 

"J, SCOTT." 

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
lT was at a Sunday-school the writer 
first learned to love the Bible, first 
learned to pray, first learned to believe 

3~, Queen-street, March 2, 1885. in Jesus as the Saviour of sinners, and 
DEAR Srn,-Will you be good enough first learned to endure persecution for 

to insert the enclosed letter in your next His sake. But I dare not say that I 
month's issue of the EARTHEN VESSEL was really born a.gain until afterwards. 
Al\"D GosPEL HERALD. I have examined But it seemed more like a. preparation 
the hymns referred to by the writer, work. But we do love the Sabbath
and a.lso read the sermon. both of which schools and bless God for sending 
bear out his statement, and think it only fa.ithfcl. men and women for the work 
fa.ir to brother Turner's church that the in the past, and trust that He will 
misstatement ma.de to me when in the continue to raise up labourers, and bless 
colonies should be at once contra.dieted. the seed sown. But it is not of our 

Faithfully yours, work we would write. Our efforts are 
JAMES MOTE. very feeble. We often feel utterly 

"Taymouth House, Dover, insufficient for these things. But there 
"Feb. 5, 1895. is a. fulness in Him, 11 from whom we 

"J. MOTE, EsQ. daily draw supplies." He is still 
"Enclosed pleaee find a. selection of "mighty to save": for "Behold the 

hymns, a.s used at Lonsdale-street Bap- Lord's hand is not" shortened, that it 
tist Chapel, Melbourne, Victoria. I take cannot save; neither his ear heavy, 
the liberty to a.sk you kindly to examine that it cannot hear." Here is en
hymns ~ o. 1 and 2 onwards, also see No. couragement, both to ask and expect 
531 and forward, when I trust you will the blessing, even the salvation of souls. 
see it right to contra.diet in next month's At 
EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD MENDLESHAM GREEN, 
your statement in this month's issue, in February, a meeting was held in 
that the above Church holds it unlawful connection with the Sunday-school. 
to pray to the Holy Ghost, Tea was provided for the children and 

"My wife and self were delighted helpers, and a public meeting was held, 
when we found the place out on our our pastor presidinjl', The evening was 
visit in 1891. In fa.et, to us it was the ta.ken up by singing, reading, prayer, 
most verdant Gospel spot we ea.me to in and addresses by_ Mr. A. Knell, Mr. 
our eighteen months' tour. Mr. Turner, Dickerson, and Mr. Potter. We felt 
their pastor, whom they au· seemed to thankful to our pastor and Mr. Knell 
love and honour, ha.d been la.id aside for for coming nine or ten miles to wish us 
three or four months previous to our God-speed in the work. We thank them 
arrival; and, though we heard he was for their encourag-ing words to us, and 
alive a few months a.go, he has never in our turn we wish them God-speed. 
pree,ched since; but one of their mem- "Press on! the work is great,, the victory 
bers, Mr. Hartshorn, 'a State school- sure, ,. 
master,' was asked by the Church to The promise is to those who shall endure. 
speak, and we never liked to lose an Ma.y ministers and teaohers realise 
opportunity of hearing him during the more than ever that they are co-workers 
two or three months we were there after in the vineyard, and we stand in need 
finding the place. He continues to sup- of ea.eh other's prayers and loving 
ply the pulpit very acceptably. .I al~o counsel. Ma.y the love of Christ con· 
enclose a sermon preached by him m I stra.in us to love one another.-L. S. 
lkgJ, taken down by a. la.dy, a member, ".Jireh," Mencllesham-green, Stonham. 
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HOME MISSION WORK. 
J JJ,·i,f Accmtnt of' the Annual Supper 

in 1•nnn1·r:tion wit Ii tlw ".Lodgin,q JJ,nue 
]l[issioH," by NATHAN BARBER, of 
Le iarN{1:,•. 

ON a recent Wednesday evening, if you 
had stepped into "Zion" schoolroom, 
Erskine-street,Leicester, you would have 
found part of the schoolroom curtained 
off, a huge bright fire burning, three 
Jong tables covered with white cloths, 
plants upon each table1 plates, and cups 
and saucers shining brightly, with fifty 
vacant chairs which seemed to say, we 
are waiting for "the guests." The 
aspect was more inviting still when you 
saw meat pies, fruit pies, lunch cakes, 
and buttered rolls, together with the 
fragrant odour from a large urn of 
steaming hot coffee. Then you would 
surmise thus: Is it being prepared for 
the pastor, Mr. Hazelrigg, and his 
deacons and friends ? Or are the teachers 
and school friends coming? Well, the 
guests are hidden,iand the feast is spread, 
but these, although we love them, are 
not welcome guests to-night, for the 
guests that are coming are not to be 
made a spectacle of. "When thou ma.kest 
a feast call the poor, the maimed, 
the lame, and the blind" (Luke xiv. 13). 
Let us go and watch the coming of the 
guests. Emanating from a common 
lodging house, in a low locality, were 
men, ill-clad, some very ragged and 
hungry; in little tribes they wend their 
way to "Zion." The despised and off
scouring of the earth some of them. 
Some were once very respectable, but 
are reduced to abject poverty through 
drink, or some other evil; some from 
misfortune (as the world calls it), but 
some are confirmed thieves and liars, 
some mendicant and some va.!f,a.bonds, 
and a few, if not all, "prodigals. ' About 
five minutes to seven, if we visited the 
place they have deserted i we should find 
scarcely one there; a.no if the police 
detective went in search of a culprit,they 
would not easily have discovered him. 
But let us return to the schoolroom. 
They have come, and are seated at the 
tables; some we notice a.re sockless and 
nearly bootless1 and some shirtless; but 
all had clean races and looked bright 
and happy at the prospect before them, 
although only for an hour or two; a few 
have collar and tie on and look quite 
gentlemanly; but before singing grace 
we felt the Lord Jesus Himse1f was fre· 
quently surrounded by such as these. 
Luke ix. 10-17 was read; all rose and 
sang, "Be present at our table, Lord." 
Then they did eat and were filled; "the 
fragments" several poor, uninvited lads 
were ready to devour. 

Three dear friends voluntarily gave 
their assistance in serving, and at the 
meeting after aim, which greatly added 
to the pleasure of the men-viz., the 
Misses Grace and Albina Challis, and 
Mr. J. J eays, Just before eight o'clock 

tables were cleared and removed, and 
chairs were placed in a irroup with the 
leaAt confusion poesibl"'. We endea
voured to make them feel "at home: " 
but as we more especially wanted to tell 
them of the everlasting home on high, 
the evenin~ meeting commenced by all 
heartily smging, " Oh ! think of the 
home over there." Yes, to hear them 
singing, one could not doubt that "the 
saints all immortal and fair" were, too, 
joining in the song, and, perhaps, the 
angels might even be rejoicing over one 
poor repenting sinner. Surely we may 
hope this-yea, may we not expect it I 
How we longed for the salvation of their 
souls ! Mr. J eays then read Luke xv. 
Then earnest prayer was offered for the 
Holy Spirit's presence and blessing upon 
our meeting. Miss Grace Challis then 
sang to them, inviting them that were 
weary, guilty, burdened, and lost. to 
"come to Jesus." Miss Albina Challis 
most touchingly recited, "I could not do 
without Thee." We again all joined in 
singing that prayerful hymn, " Bless 
me now," after which, Miss K. Brown, 
of Folkestone (the writer of the well
known K. B. tracts and leaflets). very 
suitably addressed the men, basin~ her 
well-chosen remarks on Prov. x,ili. 2-Jc, 
" And there is a friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother." After singing 
another hymn, Mr. Jeays gave a short 
address. The last hymn, "Shall we 
gather at the river 1" was then sung, 
when we were, verse by verse, led to 
speak solemnly to these souls, that soon 
we too shall come to the margin of the 
river, and how would it be with us I 
should we be found on the right hand 
or on the left? should we be found with 
Christ or without Christ ? This solemn, 
though happy gathering, was brought 
to a close by singing," Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow." 

"GRANDMA, COME TO THE 
CHURCH WHERE I GO ! ,. 

JOTTINGS FROM QUEENSLAND. 
MY DEAR NEPHEW,-ln your December 
number of the VESSEL we read a line as 
follows: "Samuel Foster called home.'' 
How long he has had to wait for 
deliverance! we:remember well when 
he was first taken- ill, and thought his 
end then was very near. We called on 
him just previously to our leaving 
England, to say" Good-bye," and quite 
expected he would be take.n home 
before we reached this colony. But it 
has not been so. God wanted him here 
for a purpose, and taught him many 
sweet lessons, and gave him many 
happy experiences that otherwise he 
could not ha,e had, and, doubtless, 
from his bed of affliction he has 
preached many a sermon that will bear 
fruit, and that has borne fruit, to the 
glory of our God. 

Month after month we have watched 
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for the acc0unt of his departure. The 
vision has ta.rried long, yet the trans
lation hris come. and our long·-known 
friend has taken his seat with "the 
spirits of the just made perfect," 
among whom is your late beloved 
father, who wns, I believe, under God, 
Samuel Fo&ter·s spiritual father. And 
you, too, h1we been highly honoured in 
ministering- to the necessities of this 
saint. Your reward is sure, and, doubt
less, vou ha,·e already received precious 
instalment, of the same. "Inasmuch 
as ye haw, done it unto one of the least 
of the~e lliy brethren, ye have done it 
unto Me." 

In the October number of E.V. k G. H., 
under the heading, "A Few Jottings 
from Queensland," referring to the 
deGe..<t.se of one of our aged membera, it 
says : "There is another sister against 
whose name we must shortly write, 
'Fell on sleep.'" 'rhis dear sister 
departed this life yesterday morning, 
28th instant, at the age of nearly 85 
years, and I had to officiate at the 
funeral yesterday afternoon. There is 
much that is worth recording of this 
sister's experience. She was of Scotch 
parentage, was in early days converted 
to God, and connected with the Presby
terian Church, in which she remained 
till she left for Queensland. Here she 
resided with her grandsons at South 
Brisbane. In the month of February, 
189R. we were visited with disastrous 
floods. and the water rose several feet, 
even in the second story of the house 
where our sister resided. With much 
difficulty the family were rescued. In 
consequence of this they sought a house 
on the north side of the river, in Gipp
street, Institute Valley ( a few doors from 
"Jireh" Baptist Chapel). As a. matter 
to be expected, our aged friend became 
very unwell; and. when in some measure 
recovered, wanted to go to her Church, 
but there was no Presbyterian Church 
near enough for her to go to. 

In the me<t.ntime her little grand
daug-hter had been admitted to our 
Sunday-s~hools, and one Sunday she 
said: 
"GRA.NDMA, COME UP TO THE CHURCH 

WHERE I GO. 

I think you will like it." The dear old 
soul accepted the invitation. I observed 
her in the congregation in the morning, 
but did not speak to her. In the evening 
she was there a.gain. and I went and spoke 
to her. ''Oh! sir," she said, "I have 
heard nothing like what you have told 
'ls to-day since I left home, and you have 
reminded me of my late minister." She 
continued to come, and one Sunday we 
had communion service, and she could 
not understand why she was not asked 
to join us. As well as we could we 
explained to her why. That she had 
not been baptized. "I have,'' she said; 
"I was baptized in infancy into the 

Scotch Kirk." We replied: "Then you 
were baptized before you believed, and 
that is not the order of Christ." And 
we begged of her to go home, and 
search the 8criptures prayerfully and 
thoughtfully on this subject. 

A few Sabbath evenings afterwards 
there was a baptizing service. It im
pressed her much. She was convinced, 
and wondered why her minister bad 
never so explained the Scriptures to 
her. She made application for baptism 
and membership; and it wt1s my 
privilege to immerse her in the name of 
the Trinity. She was well acquainted 
with the Word of God, with the 
above-mentioned exception. She was a 
spiritually-minded woman. Age told 
upon her, infirmities rapidly increased, 
and she gradurilly got weaker and 
weaker. The end ci.me, and it was 
peace. Her granddaughter said: "Can 
I do anything for you, dear? " She 
said: "Nothing more." And. having 
said these words, she " fell a.sleep." I 
saw her on Monday last, 21st, and her 
daughter and I sang to her 

ROCK OF AGES, 

in which she joined. Thus, another of 
our little band has exchanged earth for 
heaven. 

We have now, waiting- and watching 
for the coming of the Lord, one sister, 
82 years; your aunt, nearly 80, and the 
writer, 77 or near. The grace that 
sought us has sustained ns to this day, 
and, we believe, will bring us right 
home to glory. 

Your aunt is very nnwell, and I am 
not feeling so well as usual. Much love 
to you all. 

Affectionately yours, 
J. KINGSFORD. 

Brisbane, Queensland, January 29th, 1895. 

PAST AND PASSING EVENTS, &a. 
THE most prominent event of the past 
month was the 24th anniversary meet
ings of the Metropolitan Association of 
Strict Baptist Churches, held atBrixton 
Tabernacle. 

* * 
* Never, during our brief history, was 

there a more striking determination 
manifested by the adherents to the Scrip
tural doctrine of free and sovereign 
grace, to follow out the injunction of 
the inspired word-" Keeping the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace,'' 
than on this most auspicious occasion. 

* * 
The Brixton Tabtrnacle, with all its 

excellent accommodation for a gathering 
of this description, never looked better; 
willing hands and warm hearts gladly 
welcomed all true friends. 

* * 
Yes, the "influen;a" has touched us 

all, more or less. All our chapels have 
given visible proof of this. Mr. Gray 
and Mr. Crowhurst, deacons of Surrey 
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'l'a.bernaole, have been prostrated, and 
several of Mr. Crowhurst's household 
have suffered. Mr. Rundell has also 
been ill and confined to his room; Mr. 
(}ray is seeking res; ~t Hastings. 

* Mr. Mead, of Nunhead Chapel, is 
seriously ill; we pray the means used 
for restoration may be blessed. 

* * 
A telegra.m reach;d the Committee of 

the Strict Baptist Mission, on Saturday, 
March 13, from brethren Hutchinson 
and Booth, notifying their safe arrival. 

* * 
Our readers will n~te the forthcoming 

Jubilee of Mr. Charles Hill's ministry 
in Suffolk-Stoke Ash-there is to be a 
presentation or testimonial, so says our 
Suffolk correspondent. 

* * 
* We have also a circular to the same 

effect from Mr. W. J eyes Styles, 1, Col
lege-street, Islington, an extract from 
which will be found in our advertisement 
pages . . We heartily unite in commend
ing it to the atte~tifn of our readers. 

We continue to h~ar favourable news 
in regard to the effort to establish a 
cause at Leyton. May the Lord still 
smile on the effort. There is a popula· 
tion of 76,000. 

* * 
"Rehoboth," Port;mouth. These good 

folk meet in Clarendon Hall (not 
Assembly Rooms, as stated last month), 
Clarendon-street, Lake-road. We hope 
next month to publish our "Sea-side 
Directory." Any information on this 
point will oblige. Matt. vi. 33 refers to 
going into the country for recreation, 
There are a lot of sea-side resorts where 
there is no place of truth. There are 
a number vfoe ve1·sa. We will do our 
best to enlighten our readers in this 
respect. 

* * ~ 

We understa.nd, Mr. W. T0oke has 
taken up his residence at Bury-St.
Edmunds, and also entera upon a twelve 
months' engagement at the cause there, 
commencing first Sunday in April. 

* * 
No, we never he~rd or read of the 

"Rev." Apostle Paul, or the " Rev." 
Simon Peter. We do not think these 
terms were in use in their day; they 
belong to the rnore enlightened period. 

THE AGED PILGRIMS' CORNER . 
THE death-ra.te of the last few weeks 
has been seriously felt in the lists both 
of subscribers and pensioner,. Many 
warm-hearted supporter, of the institu
tion have been called to their eternal 
rest, and a large number of pensioners 
have ended their pilgrimage, the dying 
testimonies of some being of a very 
gracious character. A very forge num
ber of new pensioners have been added 

to the list; therefore additional sub
scribers are greatly needed. 

* • 
The arrangements for the summer 

anniversaries of the asylums will be 
soon complete. Mr. E. Mitchell will 
preach at C:,,mberwell, and Messrs. T. 
Davis and H. Gruber at Hornsey-rise. 
Mr, Davis is Vicar of Harborne, Bir
mingham, and a faithful and discrimi
nating preacher. Mr. Gruber frer1uently 
preaches at Gower-street with much 
acceptance. 

* • 
Mr. E. Ash lectu;ed at Hornsey-rise 

asyium, on March 20th, on "A Tour in 
Scotland," to a large ,md appreciative 
audience. Proceeds were for .Vfainte
nance Fund, which is heavily drawn 
upon. Thanks were warmly expressed 
to this kind friend of the Lord's aged 
poor for his valued help. 

* * 
The close of the• Sociecy-s financial 

year on March 31st shows steady pro
gress in every direction. To our gra
cious God be all the praise. 

* * * Dr. Doudney said of the Society: "I 
regard it as one very specially favoured 
of the Lord. I venture to add that I 
think a characteristic Scriptural motto 
for your excellent institution would be 
that with which I recently closed my 
well-nigh thirty-two years' ministry at 
Bedminster, and with which I hope to 
finish my earthly career-namely. " God 
is faithful." 

:ijfa:rrtage. 
BROWN- CRUCH.- Ou March 3rd. 

1895, at Zion, New Cross, Deptford. S.E.; 
by the pastor, Mr. T. Jone,. Mr. Alfred 
E. Brown to Miss Alice Cruch. both 
members of the Church. Many friends 
assembled to witness the service, and to 
express their hearty congratulations 
and good wishes for their future wel
fare. 

In ~cmoriam. 
MRS. EMMA BEAZLEY entered into 

rest, on January 2!th, at the age of 1,G. 
Although for many of those years a suf
ferer, her fatal illness lasted rather less 
than a week. Our sister was steadily 
upheld by her Lord in her dying hour. 
She knew she was going home. and was 
ready for the journey. Thus is once 
more written on our hearts. '· He is 
faithful." Thanks be unto God who 
gave her the victory, To the majority 
amen~ us Mount Zion will seem incom
plete m her absence, it bein;::· thirty-four 
years since she became a member of the 
Church as a seal to the ministry of 
John .tioreman. Like her pastor, she 
was a staunch supporter of the doctrines 
of .,.race. As a Dorcas worker and 
trea"surer, she will be greatly missed. 
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At other causes of truth also many will 
miss our sistPr, especially at anniversary 
and a.t other public gatherings. At her 
funeral our esteemed brother Wilson 
solemnly and kindly officiated before 
many friends in the cemi;tery chapel, 
and at the gra,eside the writer was 
permitted to express a little of his great 
esteem for the promoted one. Thus 
closes the earthly history of the widow 
of our belo,ed brother Edward Beazley, 
so long known and still so fragrantly 
remembered as one who preached 
"nothing among .. men, "but Christ 
and Him crucifi.ed."'-W. S. M., Mount 
Zion, Hill-street, Dorset-square, N.W. 

MARY BROWN. the beloved wife of 
William Brown, of Homsey, a member 
of the Strict Baptist Chapel, Tottenham, 
passed away Feb. 25th. She has left a 
large ~orrowing family, but her end 
was peace.-THOS. HOUSE. 

EDWARD DAGWELL, of Esher, was a 
member of the little Strict Baptist cause 
at Claygate, Surrey. for thirty-three 
years. He was baptized by William 
Collins. of Esher, now pastor of the 
church at Ripley. Our brother was one 
among the few that established the little 
cause in Claygate. He was a real lover 
of the good old Gospel, and often had to 
bear hardness for the truth he held so 
dear. He was superintendent of the 
Sabbath-school and deacon of the Church 
for many years. He was a quiet man, 
but steadfast in the divine life; a humble 
walker. and one whose life was consis
tent with the Gospel he professed. His 
iipiritual conversation was very savoury 
and experimental, and encouraging to 
seekers. He was for the last year of his 
life often prevented from meeting with 
us, through shortness of breath; he often 
tried to come, but failed in the attempt. 
The last time he was permitted to be 
present he expressed his great pleasure 
that the Lord had heard his prayer, and 
granted him his request, by blessing the 
Word to his soul. His house (like many 
others) was not as he desired, and was 
often silent; but a few days before he 
died the dear Lord gave him grace 
enough to unloose his tongue, in the 
presence of those around his bed, in 
prayer and praise, and, being helped by 
the Spirit, said "he had been silent, but 
now it must come out." A brother went 
to see him a short time before he died, 
and he was peacefully waiting for the 
summons, which came on Jan. 4, 1895, 
at the age of 71.-T. RUSH. 

ALEXANDER GIBSON died Jan. 4, 1895, 
in his 80th year, at Kimberley House, 
Helsea. Rants, after two days' illness. 
Our beloved friend and brother was 
indeed a shock of corn fully ripe, and 
the memorial card before us is most sug
gestive when it says," he passed into the 
presence of Him whom he loved." He 
was baptized by the late Mr. Hanks, for 
many years a member and some years a 

deacon of" Carmel," Woolwich, and was 
one of the old supporters of the late 
C. W. Banks. and it was only last Decem• 
ber we heard him say he had taken in 
the EARTHEN VESSEL since its com
mencement. All that was mortal, was 
laid to rest at Eastney Cemetery, Ports
mouth, the service being conducted by 
the late Dr. Doudney's old friend, Rev. 
J.C. Martin, of Portsmouth. All these 
associations point to the fact that 
another pillar is removed, one firm in 
the truth, as well as a father in Israel 
having been called home. May many 
such be raised up in this evil day, to 
defend the faith once delivered unto the 
saints. May our covenant God comfort 
and bless the sorrowing widow, as well 
as the two sons in South Africa, so prays 
-" THE SPARED LIFE." 

NATHANIEL HART, our dear father 
departed this life March 6th, aged 76 
years. He always had a dread of death, 
and often used to say, " I wonder how 
it will be with me at the last." He 
was wonderfully supported in his ill• 
ness, which was short, and was the 
result of an accident. A day or two 
before he died he asked to have "Rock 
of ages, shelter me" sung, and started 
the tune himself. A few hours before 
the end came he said, "It is all right," 
and just previous to his passing away 
he tried to repeat, " His love in time 
past," etc. Thus he passed peacefully 
away without a struggle or a groan.
H. J, HART, 

PHILLIS ADA HOUSE, aged 21, 
daughter of James House, minister, 
Canterbury, died on March 4th, 1895. 
Deceased fell in a fit on the stairs, while 
staying with friends at Smallfield,which 
caused concussion of the brain, from 
which she died. We trust we can say of 
her, " It is well." 

SARAH HOUSE, widow of the late 
William House, Baptist minister, de• 
parted this life Feb, 25th, aged 86. Our 
mother was not a talker, but a humble 
walker for about 70 years. After read
ing the 34th. Psalm, I said, "That's a 
nice Psalm." She answered, ''Yes." I 
also quoted the verse, "My hope is built 
on nothing less," &c., which she very 
much liked, and then prayed with her. 
Two days before she died, on visiting 
her, I told her a friend had sent his 
love, and said she would soon be home. 
She replied," I hope so." I said," You 
know in whom you are trusting?" She 
answered, "I am trusting Jesus." I 
said," That is a good foundation." She 
replied," Yes," and then seemed to lose 
consciousness more or less, and did not 
know us after that. These words came 
powerfully to my mind after her death, 
"I heard a voice from heaven, sayin!r, 
Write, Blessed 9<re the dead which die 
in the Lord" (Rev. xiv. 13). She was a 
member of the Strict Baptist Chapel, 
Tottenham.-THOS. HOUl!E, 
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· ®yt ioo~ j l,e~lJtr~. 
BY EDWARD .MI!CHELL • 

. ;• ... · : : -.-.. -,---. - ' ': •, . -
· " I ahl the' good $hepherd.''.....'.Jolin x. ll _-

THE 'I Holy S~riptu~es ;, of the :Old ·and New Testaments for111 -~iie 
blessed bqok. · _The Old Testament contains the New in embryo, 

and the Ne\V is the f,ulfihp..ent .of _the Old. God had promised His 
people a Shepl?-erd: " I wiU save- My flock-; : . . . and- I will set up oue· 
sheph~_rd over.them, and h_e- shall feed them; even lYiy servant David: 
he shall feed• them, an_d he sba]l be their sbephertj ''. (-Ezek. xs.xiv. 
22, 23). ,In.~l)e: fulness of time came Jesus, and here in the presence ol: 
Pharisees.and_ Scribes, as well a!l.a Jew of His. own di~cip\es, He clai~ 
to be the_ promised "Shepherd of fsrael.''. · · · . · ' · 

I ·am the good Shepherd is a !Jrand claim. The I a111s of Je$ns are 
worthy of our :clos_est regard. " i am the, Bre_ac} of Life,'.' ":I a111 the 
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Resmrcction and the Life,'' "I am the Door,'' "I am the true Vine," 
" I am t,he good Shepherd "-are not theee echoes of that gloriou~ 
passage -where God said unto Moses, "I AM THAT I AM" i' If we 
could imagine the words of our Lord in the month of a mere Galilean 
mechanic, would they not be absurd and preposterous-yea, even blas
phemous ? But in the lips of Him who, while He was the man Christ 
J esns, was also Jehovah of hosts, the language is appropriate and heart
cheering. The identity of Jesus with the Lord who spake to Moses is 
plainly asserted by Himself. Said He to the Pharisees, "Before 
Abraham was I AM." That they understood what He was claiming is 
manifest, for on hearing His words, " they took up stones to cast at 
Him," conceiving Him to have been guilty of blasphemy. "Jehovah 
is my Shepherd; I shall not want," so sings " the sweet Psalmist of 
Israel." We too can sing, with added sweetness, Jehovah-Jesus is. our 
Shepherd: we shall not want. It is the same glorious Lord, but now 
clothed with our humanity, that shepherds His flock, as in the days 
of old. 

The metaphor of a shepherd is largely employed in the word. After 
t,hat of gardener the shepherd is the most ancient of occupations. Abel, 
the second man born into the world, the leader of the noble army of 
martyrs, and the first redeemed soul that entered heaven, was a keeper 
of sheep. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and his sons were all shepherds. 
David, too, was a shepherd boy in his youth. From that lowly position 
be was raised to the throne of Israel to be the shepherd of God's people: 
" He chose David also His servant, and took him from the sheepfolds; 
from following the ewes great with young He brought him to feed 
Jacob His people, and Israel His inheritance. So he fed them according 
to the integrity of his heart, and guided them by the skilfulness of his 
bands." Thus David was made a type of his Lord, the good Shepherd 
of Israel. Isaiah also proclaims concerning the Messiah: " He shall 
feed His flock like a shepherd; He shall gather the lambs with His 
arm, and carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with 
young." 

This figure is appropriate, sweet, and suggestive. Sheep are helpless 
things needing a shepherd's care. How true is this of llod's people! 
The shepherd's office is an arduous and responsible one, requiring 
patience, gentleness, and much skill. Let Jacob instruct us here: 
•' Twenty years have I been with thee; thy ewes and thy she-goats have 
not cast their young, and the rams of thy flock have I not eaten. That 
which was torn of beasts I brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of it; 
of my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by day or stolen by 
night. Thus I was, in the day the drought consumed me, and the frost 
by night; and my sheep departed from mine eyes." What a picture 
of arduous and responsible toil is here ! And for gentleness and skill 
we have his words to Esau: "The children are tender, and the flocks 
and herds with young are with me; and if men should overdrive them 
one day, all the flock will die. Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over 
before his servant; and I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that 
goeth before me and the children be able to endure." The good Shep
herd bas had an arduous office, and is responsible for the safety and 
welfare of the flock. The Father gave them to Him, and they were told 
out one by one; they must be told back in the same way: they shall all 
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pass again under the rod of him that telleth them, nor shall one be 
missing: "I give unto them," says He, "eternal life, and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any onn pluck them out of My hand." The 
honour and glory of the Shepherd arises from the well-being of His 
flock. Should any be lost, or really injured, His glory would be 
tarnished. 

The good Shepherd possesses rdl the necessary r;uali:fications for the 
dischctrge of His qffice. His knowledge extends to every member of the 
flock, and is of the most intimate character. "I know My sheep." He 
says, "and He calleth His own sheep by name." He is acquainted with 
every circumstance connected with each sheep, and knows all their 
experiences, peculiarities, and inward exercises. He possesses almjr;ht_r; 
power, and can gather His sheep from all quarters of the world, and 
protect them. " Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold, them 
also I must bring,'' "and none is able to pluck them out of His hand." 
His love to His sheep is inconceivably great, passing knowledge. He laid 
down His life for them, and He lives to care for them for ever. He is 
w1,tchless in skill, for He is the only wise God. Sheep are delicate 
things, and subject to many complaints, but the good Shepherd never 
fails to cure the diseased, and ever feeds them with suitable food. His 
patience is unrivalled. Sheep are silly creatures, often wayward, and 
prone to go astray, bnt the good Shepherd's patience has never been 
exhausted. He bears with our folly, endures our waywardness, and 
restores us when we wander. No shepherd was ever so tender as Jesus 
is. He never overdrives His flock; He tenderly carries the lambs in 
His bosom, and gently leads poor, troubled, burdened souls. His sympathy 
is ever with the sorrowful and the weak. 

Jesus .is emphatically THE good Shepherd. There have been many 
faithful under-shepherds; there are a few even in this dark and cloudy 
day. But the sheep are indebted to the good Shepherd for every one of 
these, and none of them, nor all of them together, can for a moment 
compare with Him. There is none like Him in heaven above, nor in 
the earth beneath. He laid down His life for His own sheep; m, feeds 
them now with sweet tokens of His love, and upon His own flesh and 
blood, but He has prepared richer pastures and sweeter streams for them 
in the better country. He protects them here from all their enemies, 
leads them safely through this wilderness world, and soon will gather 
them all in His fold above. Happy are " the people of His pasture, 
the sheap of His hand." Reader, is this good Shepherd thine ? 

0 UR P O RT RA IT GA L LE R Y .-No. V. 
MR. ROBERT YOUNG BANKS. 

BY HIS BROTHER SAMUEL JAMES BANKS. 

MOSES, the man of God, speaks: "We spend our years as a tale that 
is told," or as a meditatiou. " Our years are three score years and 

ten "; or by reason of strength, Pl'Pn four score years. " It is soon cut 
off, and we fly away." Snch is true to the life and experience of the four 
brothers, whose language has been, "Surely goodness and mercy sh~ll 
follow me all the days of my life." And echo is heard, "I shall cl well m 
the house of the Lord for ever." 
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I have been asked by a dear relative to forward him a brief sketch 
of my more recently deceased brother, who survived his elder brother 
about six weeks, our eldest brother having entered into his rest nine years 
since, leaving the youngest of the four for a season to mourn the loss of 
the three, who were knit together by the fondest ties of brotherly love and 
spiritual relationship. Though not adapted for the task, I could not 
refuse the request to bear a loving tribute to the memory of one dear to 
each in life, and in death not divided. It is, however, but right to say 
that being some seven, nine, and eleven years the junior of the three 
departed brothers, they had left home for life's activities before my 
coming on the stage of a busy life; so that I am not in a position to 
gather any special features of their early life at home, or the after 
separate paths they trod. My fond brother jnst now gone home was 
born at Ashford, Kent, in 1810. Of his new birth I am not able to 
give date or circumstances. But pleasurable shadows bring before me a 
moral youth, afterwards a spiritual man in Christ Jesus, born from above, 
and up to glory bound, and in his onward steps giving evidences of the 
rich experience of one taught by the Spirit, and led into sweet inter
course with God as his Father; and Jesus who, as his Saviour, was precious 
to him. 

The doctrine of free and unmerited grace was dear to him, and gave 
tone to his preaching and a freedom in the proclamation of salvation to 
the perishing through the boundless riches of that grace:• "Not of 
works, lest any man should boast." The grace of God that bringeth 
salvation appeared to him in early life; but it was later on in life'& 
journey ere he was brought into the liberty of the Gospel. This, I 
believe, he was led into instrumentally under the preaching of his elder 
brother,* giving him the keynote of spiritual teaching, which he after
wards ministered so long and acceptably to his flock, teaching and 
encouraging the anxious soul and the inquirer after truth, and faithfully 
holding out the red flag of warning to the ungodly for whom Christ died. 
The truth he preached to others be fed on himself, ascribing all the glory 
to the Author and Finisher of our faith. 

The matters relating to bis temporal steps were varied and often 
perplexing, but in these, as well as in spiritual things by the grace of 
God, be pressed toward the mark; and reaching a point of comparative 
competency, he gave himself to the service of God and for the further
ance of His cause, which he never laid down till the Master he loved 
called him aside to rest awhile. Seeking the growth of his people in 
grace and in fruits of righteousness, he sought to strengthen and build 
up the cause during the years he dwelt among them. I have been with 
him in trouble, united with him in prayer, listened to him in preaching 
the everlasting Gospel. I have seen him in his home and public life, 
and in these different circumstances and exercises I have beheld the 
Christian in armour, "fighting the good fight of faith." 

I can also rejoice to refer to him as a hu?iible follower of the Lord 
Jesus, and in bis own way listen to him repeating the utterance of Paul 
as his own language: "Unto me who am the least of all saints is this 
grace given, that I should preach . . . the unsearchable riches of 
Christ." To the praise of God I can testify of my brother now in glory. 

* We heard our departed uncle once sa,v he was brought into the liberty of the 
Gvspel while listening to his elder brother, C. \V. B., at Bri\bourne, Kent,-J. W. B. 
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I could never trace anything but that which portrayed the humble 
Christian, wanting to love and trust Je1ms more and serve Him more 
faithfully. 

The four brothers and one brother-in-law, Mr. John Kingsford, of 
Brisbane, Queensland, began their spiritual life and labours in the same 
spot in and about Canterbury; were members of the same Church; 
preached in the same pulpits; and were partakers of the same delight 
which true religion never fails t9 bring to its possessors, adding joy to 
life and the peace the world cannot give. But time brought them to a 
place where several roads met, and each took some separate path, but all 
preachers of the same Gospel of " Jesus Christ and Him crucified." 
• I had often heard my eldest brother, who at that time preached at 
King-street Baptist Church, Canterbury, and still remember them as 
seasons of refreshing, though then in my youth. I believe I am right 
in stating this to be the experience of the others referred to. He, how
ever, left for London, and after about fifty years' unceasing labour there, 
visiting most of the towns in England, with much writing, and editing 
the EARTHEN VESSEL for about the same period, he finished his last 
article and fell asleep in his eighty-first year. 

My next brother went to Nottingham, and after some few years 
entered the Church of England, and during his active service was for 
twenty-five years chaplain to Her Majesty's Convict Prison, Portsmouth; 
an engagement, as he told me, he loved, and the prisoners loved him for 
his work's sake: " Grace all the work shall crown." In a letter from 
this brother a short time since, he writes: "My own, as well as my 
dear wife's experience you may read in Psalm ciii., especially verses 
1-5." I read them, and noting the fact in the margin of my Bible, 
added, "Yes, and mine.-S. J.B." 

In the year 1860, our dear brother-in-law, Mr. John Kingsford, who 
for some years had laboured in word and doctrine at Egerton, Kent, left 
for Australia, and for thirty-four years has been the pastor of Jireh 
Church, Brisbane. Shortly after his removal to this distant colony, my 
last brother took charge of the Egerton Church, and during a period of 
thirty years laboured amongst them there in loving service. 

The short interval between the removal of these two brothers greatly 
loved by me has been a heavy stroke, and has left me in this aspect alone 
waiting the summons calling me away. I had indulged the hope of 
seeing the two fond ones this summer, but this cannot be. I must cross 
the little river ere I can see those who have entered into rest. The one 
to whom I have more particularly referred in this imperfect sketch of 
Mr. Robert Young Banks, spent his whole life of eighty-five years in 
the county of Kent, in which he was born, in which he fell on sleep, and 
from which he ascended in a chariot of love to his prepared home in 
glory. His tabernacle has been slowly taken down, but as he passed 
through the experience so graphically described by the preacher, the son 
of David (Eccles. xii. 3-7), he patiently watched and waited the 
removal of that which set the Spirit free, and returned to God who gave 
it, '' to be for ever with the Lord." 

0 COME, eat and drink abundantly, 0 beloved; there is no fear of 
excess here ; though one drop of Uhrist be sweet, the deeper the 
sweeter .-Dyer. 
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OUH YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
Ho~rn AKD Co~rnoN Trrrnns.-No. V. BREAD. 

(1l])E by side with wat~r, bread_ ranks as one of the first an~ fo1:emost 
0 wants of everyday life, and 1t would be hard to say whwh 1s the 
most important of the two; for while a person may exist longer without 
bread than 11ithout water, yet we know how soon the lack of food 
causes pain and exhaustion; and hunger unrelieved must be followed by 
starrntion and death. Bread is called the "staff of life," because )ife 
leans upon it. A cake baked on the coals and a cruse of water was the 
"meat" which sustained Elijah on his journey to Mount Horeb. 
"Bread shall be given him and his water shall be sure" (Isa. xxxiii. 
16), was God's way of assuring all needed supplies to His people; while 
the saying, "He eateth no bread and is hungry, he drinketh no water 
and is faint," presents us with the same idea in another form. Bread 
was not always from wheat. There was the coarse barley bread the poor 
people of Palestine had to eat, the rice so much used in India, and other 
grains more or less nourishing. We, too, now in our own country are 
invited and pressed to try a good many varieties of wheaten bread
whole-meal, germ, cytos, and ever so many other sorts, each claiming to 
be more digestive, nourishing, or wholesome than the rest. Still, it is 
all bread, and bread remains a staple commodity amongst ns, and when 
in health we eat it with almost everything, and at every meal, and never 
grow tired of it. 

That was wonderful bread which God gave the Israelites for forty 
years in the wilderness. The manna which He rained down upon them 
morning by morning was a choice confection. We read that '.' the 
taste of it was like wafers made with honey," and the cakes made of it ate 
as if they had been made and baked with fresh pure oil. Now both 
these ingredients, oil and honey, were favourite articles in the food of 
the people; and in the land of Canaan, with its olive-trees, and fruits 
and flowers, they found a land flowing with milk and honey and plenty 
of oil. But in the desert they could obtain neither the one nor the other, 
and God kindly gave them by a miracle what they could not get in the 
natural way. They admired and enjoyed the provision very much at 
first, but when they had become accustomed to it, they ceased to wonder 
and no longer appreciated the blessing, and so they complained that 
they were not sufficiently nourished with "nothing but that manna 
before their eyes." How often are we like them, fretful and ungrateful! 
The common things of life we think little of, because they are 
"common," and yet, what would life be without these common things? 
If God removed our common blessings for a single day, how soon we 
should discover how good they were by feeling their loss! Oh, for 
grateful hearts to acknowledge and prize the goodness of the Lord! 

When Jesus was on earth He wrought a wonderful miracle rn two 
different occasions, by making some small cakes of bread and some little 
fishes feed and satisfy a multitude of hungry people. When He multi
plied five barley cakes and two small fishes so that five thousand men 
besides women and children were fed, the people again sought Him, hoping 
He would repeat the miracle. But instead of that He bade them 
labour not for the meat, the food that perisheth, but for that which 
endureth unto everlasting life, which He, the Son of man, would give 
unto all who sought the blessing at His gracious hands. And then Ho 
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declared Himself to be the Bread of life that came down from heaven 
and whoever received Him should live for ever. Yes, Jesus is th~ 
living Bread. Other bread sustains life naturally for a time, but those 
who ate the manna all died at length; and all who eat earthly bread 
pass away in due course and are known here no more. But Jesus gives 
and sustains within His people's hearts a life that never dies. He first 
gives them living desires after Him, and He says, " Blessed are they 
that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled"; 
and He Himself fills the hungry with good things, and satisfies them 
with His mercy and His salvation. And by eating the Bread of life 
we may understand thinking about Jesus; meditating on His love, His 
grace, His words, and His great atoning work as the hymn expresses it: 

"We'll think of all He did and ~aid, 
.And suffered for us here below; 

The path He marked for us to tread, 
.And what He's doing fos us now." 

And if by faith, which is the gift of God, we are helped to receive Jesus 
into our hearts as our only Saviour, our hope, our life, our all, we eat 
His flesh and drink His blood and have eternal life through Him. For 
it is a crucified Jesus that is the sinner's Saviour; not only a good and 
perfect example, but an atoning sacrifice for sin; and there is salvation 
in no other, and "none other name is given under heaven among men 
whereby we must be saved." May Jesus be all our salvation and all our 
desire. " Lord, evermore give us this bread." H. S. L. 

THE PRIVILEGES AND DUTIJiJS OF UHuRCH 
MEMBERS. 

BY PASTOR WREN, OF BRENTFORD. 

An Address delivered to the Church at Keppel Street, ]}larch 19th, 1895, at the 
Settlement of Mr. Chilvers as Pastor. 

THE services of this day awaken in my mind memories of the past. In 
1871 I stood up in the midst of a well-filled chapel and answered 

the usual questions such as we have heard to-day put to your minister. 
Mr . . Thomas Wilson, of Clare, stated the nature of a gospel church. 
Mr. Beach, of Chelmsford, called by many "the Bishop of Essex," 
asked the usual questions, and Mr. Samuel Collins, of Grnndisburg, ga,e 
me my ministerial charge. In the evening Mr. John Bunyan M'Cure 
gave the charge to the Church. I was glad to hear the simple and 
artless account your minister has given us here to-day of himself. 
Variation is one of the divine marks of God's workmanship, and is often 
very small in its beginnings, but always bears the mark of divine 
reality. 

My work this evening is to give an address to the Church worshipping 
in this house of God, suitable to this occasion. 

I.-The Church of ·Christ must be a serving community. There 
may be wives here who are not subject to their husbands, but that 
cannot be the Church of Christ which is not subject to Him. The 
worship of God must stand first in your service. When Barnabas came 
down to Antioch he "exhorted them all that, with purpose of heart, 
they would cleave unto the Lord." Let nothing lay nearer to your 
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heart than Lhe worship of God. In orcler to do this in a godly manner 
yon must" be filled with the Spirit." 

Such_ a wonderful precept, m_ay seem quite ont of our reach, but God 
has provided !Ileans for the ~t~amment of this gracious frame of heart, 
and ~he well-mstructed Christian knows that such a precept is quite 
possible. 

Ta.ke heed of making void any part of God's Holy Word, and never 
i11;1pose silen?e. u,~~n the most difficult precepts. To "be filled 
'lnth the Spmt is a rare preparation 1or the worship of God. 
This is hra!t preparation, and will set in lively motion Godward 
every wheel m y~ur soul. If ~his vineyard of your heart is kept in 
order, the worship of God will be a most excellent exercise for 
every power you possess, and you will be joyful in God's house of 
prayer. 

Let your attendance be regular. If you are not in your places on 
th~ Lord's-day your minister will wonder where you are and what you are 
d?mg. Are they cleaning boots ? or spring cleaning ? or cooking 
dmner ? And perhaps you would not like him to know. 

I have heard of a family who would be thought religious, and, being 
absent from the house of God on the Lord's-day morning, the minister 
calllid to learn the reason; and as he was walking up the cottage garden 
a member of the family saw him coming, and said, "Here comes the 
parson ! carry the boiler into the back yard." 

See that you get to the honse of God in time. " I would be there 
when prayer begins." I have said to some hearers, "Is your clock 
slow ? " The minister must be in time, and why should you be late ? 
It is very painful for him to come into the pulpit,, and find many of the 
worshippers absent. It is like wrapping a wet blanket around him. 

All W esleyans are not fools. Some of them are much more 
practical than the Calvinists. He was both wise and witty who said : 
" In old times the people arrived early at the house of God, and were 
waiting for the signal to praise God in the first song. But now God 
)!Ot there first, and was waiting for praise." " Praise waiteth for Thee, 
0 God, in Zion." 

If you fear God and love your minister, you will be punctual in your 
attendance. This is the best practical proof that you can give Him of 
your lo,e, and He will value this more than all your gifts. 

Again. Read your Bibles. Ministers ought to read the Holy 
Scriptures, and the Church ought to be wise in the Word of God. 
It is easier to speak to a people wise in the Scriptures than to those 
who read them but little. You have heard in the address to the 
minister that "some ministers have a very little Bible," and I may say 
that many Churches have even a much smaller one. If I see a man 
in the street with only one string to his fiddle, I never stop to -listen, 
for I am quite sure the melody will not be very rich. 

Attend the prayer meetings, and let them be prayer meetings. Do 
not use them as opportunities to express your dislikes at. If you have 
any, speak to God about them in secret, for if you voice your grievance 
at the prayer meeting, you say very plainly to every thinking mind that 
your complaints are meant for human ears and not for the divine. 

II.-The Church of C'lirist ;,1ust he separate. Separation is the law 
of adoption and betn,thal. "Hearken, 0 daughter, and consider. . . • 
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Forget," &c. Separation arises from divine consecration. The samp 
blood which redeemed the soul from sin touches tbe toe, the thumb, and 
the ear, of every God-made priest. Sr,paration is one of the visible 
marks of divine workmanship-" And God divided the light from the 
darkness," and the water3 from the earth. There is a beautiful line of 
separation running throughout the whole Bible, and God's elect are 
made manifest by their separation. 

See that your separation arises more from divine consecration than 
from a spirit of aceticism ; for this will make you singular and proud, 
instead of holy and humble. If you are consecrated in your inmost 
soul the outward separation will be easy, and the narrow way will not be 
too narrow for your feet, nor the commands of God grievous to you. 
God does not speak to His Church as if the members of it were a lot of 
wooden dolls, but as to living children. 

Take heed that you are separate from this ungodly world. A short 
time ago I saw the question asked in a periodical belonging to our own 
section of the Christian Church, as to whether it was right for a. member 
of the Church to go to a theatre ? Has religion sank as low as thi3 ? 
so as to print such a question. Can anyone make such an inquiry 
without a crimsoned face ? What would such a state of things been 
thought of forty years ago ? True religion is the same in every age. 
Let the Bible be your rule of separation and not the worldly cnstoms of 
this ungodly age. 

· Beware of imitating the religious world. Let Lhe worship of God be 
severely simple. Adopt none of the modern improvements. Be not 
severe yourself, but let the form of worship be severely simple. In 
maintaining the cause of God have no recourae to bazaars for getting 
money. I cannot think that God is so very short of money that He is 
obliged to beg a loan of the devil. If· you cannot maintain the cause 
of God in this place of worship by honourable means, it is far more 
honest to let it sink than to use sinful means to carry it on. If pro
fessing Christians are determined to adopt Pagan methods for the 
maintenance of thP. cause of God, let them ; but let us come ont from 
among them, and not even touch the unclean thing, that we may know 
a Father's care and embrace. 

Just as much as you introduce these things into your assemblies, 
just so much of God's presence is withdrawn from you. 

In the prophecy of Ezekiel God removes from His u~ual seat and rest, 
from between the cherubim, and stands in the aisle of His house ; then He 
lingers on the threshold as if He was loathe to leave it. These with
drawals of His presence were no cause of grief to the people, but they 
still continued to worship idols and take the eastward position. At last 
He went quite away from the house and the city, and I heard a voice 
which said, "Blessed be the glory of the Lord from His place," justifying 
the removal of His divine presence from the people on account of 
their sins ; and our own times are not unlike those of this prophet. 
As soon as Churches turn aside from the ways of the old paths unto 
human inventions their prosperity declines and virtually ceases. 

III.-The Clmrch ~t' Christ must be a witness-bearing Church. She 
must hold forth the word of life, and the word of light. When 
I was a little boy I used to hold the candle for my father, and he used 
to tell me to hold it so that I see myself, then he could see. Endeavour to 

L 
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hold forth the word of light both practically and testimonially. If you 
have the root of real religion in your soul, your p1·actice will be first 
and your testimony will be second. Every attempt to bear witness 
without the root will make every act like so many cut flowers. Let each 
member of this Church endeavour to bear witness of the truth, and b~ 
not content without it, and take heed of being partial in the word. 
Suppress no part of it, but labour to reflect the whole. Let the precept 
be fully voiced in your midst ; you require it, "though ye know these 
thingi!, a.nd be established in the present truth." The Gospel~of Christ 
never made men narrow. The more you know of the grace of the 
Gospel in your soul the more it will enlarge your heart. Men and 
human systems may thrust your feet into Chinese boots, and sew you 
up in a strait jacket ; but the knowledge of His grace will burst them 
from off you, and you will take delight in bearing witness of that Gospel 
which has become the Gospel of your salvation, so that your fellows 
may hear and see the secret of real happiness. 

Labour to answer to the description given to you by the Lord Jesus, 
"Ye are the light of the world." Then shine out bright and clear1 and 
reflect His character in your daily life, in the workshop, and especially 
in your home. Let your families know and see the grace of God. 

Children have great discernment in knowing what a Christian should 
be. One was asked, a short time back, " ls your father a good man ?" 
" I don't know ; mother was a good woman." An aged Christian once 
told me, " I should have been an infidel but for my godly mother. I 
have seen her face beam with heavenly delight, and her daily life was 
one chapter of unbroken reality." 

Read the Word of God with your families, and pray for and pray with 
them. "Ye are the salt of the earth.'' Salt is not sprinkled very 
thickly upon that we wish to preserve : neither bas the Lord sprinkled 
His salt over the earth very thickly. Yet bow very '(lreservative a little 
salt is ! See that you lose not your saltness. You hold the doctrine of 
the final perseverance of the saints. It is quite proper to do so, but, at 
the same time, it is most healthy to remember that in the Bible we have 
salt which has lost its savour, and is neither fit for the land nor the 
dunghill. We have virgins shut out; Christian workers unknown to 
Christ; fruitless branches in the vine, and some who drank of that Rock 
(and that Rock was Christ), overthrown in the wilderness, and names 
blotted out of the book of life, &c. Some texts give us heaven's view of 
God's elect, other texts give us earth's view of them as they appear to 
men. The first is what they truly have and are, the second is what 
they appear to have and not what they truly are. If you would main
tain your saltnese, you must keep close to God's great lump of salt, Christ 
Jesus. 

There are several honourable titles given to you by Jesus Christ 
besides those named, such as "the pillars of the earth," "a kind of first 
fruits of His creatures" ; and the present intention is that ye should 
show forth the praises of Him who bath called you out of darkness into 
His marvellous light." That word "praises" is virtues in the margin, 
and your graces are reflex shadows of the divine perfections so as to 
exhibit the character and dispositions of God to men. 

IV.-The Church of Christ must care for each member. See that 
you exercise great care for your minister. This day will soon be over, 
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and the freshness, especially the natural freshness of all that is at 
present new, will soon pass away. He will find it so ; and you that are 
seasoned know it by experience. Help him by your prayers. Read the 
letters to the Churches, and see how this dut,y is enjoinecl upon the 
-Churches. 

Do not be selfoih. Some will sometimes pray that the minister may 
preach the truth whether men will hear or whether they will forbear. And 
that often means "preach so as to please and suit my taste, and never mind 
what these around me think." The work is very weighty, and the 
solemnity of the times increases the weightiness of it, and make the 
work much more difficult. Supply your minister with money, so that 
he may be able to provide things honest in the sight of all men. Some 
members of Churches like what they call '' a tried ministry," and if all 
the members of our Churches were like themselves the minister would 
be tried indeed. He would often go hungry to the pulpit. Cast your 

• eye upon such persons and you will soon learn the secret of their love for 
a tried ministry. The love of money is often the root of it. .\ half
penny goes a long way in their idea of charity, and sixpence makes a 
tremendous rattle, and lasts a whole year or more. 

Do not let your minister get into debt. He must be careful not to. 
This has been one of my great concerns not to get into debt. Do not 
be critical in your hearing the word. If I have a critical hearer before 
me, and I am aware of it, it is a great temptation for me to give him 
some work to do. Generally hearers get what they come for. If you 
come for corn, God will give it you; but if you come for chaff, bring a 
large bag with you, for God is almost sure to find a good large portion 
for you. 

Care for one another. Are any ill, show your sympathy to the sick. 
Help them by supplying them with practical expressions of your love. 
Read the Scriptures and pray with them. They will prize it, and it 
will be a means of grace to yourself. Then care for one another's 
spiritual condition. "Exhort one another daily while it is called to
day." 'l'his work will restrain the power of sin, and stir up into 
renewed energy the grace of God ; and remember that Lhe prosperity 
-0f this Church depends quite as much upon yourselves as it does upon 
_your minister. 

THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING.-III. 
BY H. A. NOEL-THATCHER. 

"Walk about Zion," &c.-Pea. xlviii. 

HER PALACES. 

VERSE 13 :-" Consider her palaces." Worthy of deepest considera
tion are these. The first apartment into which the future dweller 

is led is surely-
Room I.-The Prayer Room. The young, the old, the middle-aged, 

the learned, the ignorant-all kinds and conditions of mortals are found 
in this room just within the palace. "My house shall be called the 
house of prayer for all people" (Isa. lvi. 7; Mat_t. xxi. 1~). "Beho_ld, 
he prayeth '' (Acts ix. 11). "They shall come with weeprng, and with 
supplicat;on will I lead them'' (.Jer. xxxi. 9). 
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Room II.-The Audience Room. "0, Thou that hearest prayer, 
nnto Thee shall all flesh come" (Psa. lxv. 2). There the Lord dis
penseth pardon to penitents. 

Room III.-The Bath Room, where flO\,s the "fountain opened ... 
for sin and for uncleanness" (Zeeb. xiii. 1 ). " :Made nigh by the blood 
of Christ'' (Eph. ii. 13). " Who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption" (1 Cor. i. 30). 
A second fountain is found in this room: "Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean" (E~ek. xxxvi. 25). "Let every 
one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity" (2 Tim. ii. 
10 ). "N" ear at hand is 

(Room IY.)-The Robing Room. "I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with 
the g-arments of salvation, He bath covered me with the . robe of 
righteousness" (Isa. lxi. 10 ). " This is the name whereby He shall be , 
called, THE LORD 0l'R RIGHTEOlTS:r-.'"ESS" (Jer. xxiii. 6). . 

Room V.-The Banquetting Room. "Whoso eateth My flesh, and 
drinketh My blood, bath eternal life" (John vi. 51). "Thy words were 
found, and I did eat them; and Thy Word was unto me the joy and 
rejoicing of my heart" (Jer. xv. 16). "I ha,e esteemed the words of His 
mouth more than my necessary food" (Job xxiii. 12). "He brought me 
to the banquetting-house, and His banner over me was love" (Cant. 
ii. J ). "Eat, 0 friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved,. 
(Cant. v. l ). 

There is another room into which the dweller in the King's palace is, 
led, so different from tbe banquetting-room, with its atmosphere of 
" love ' '; it is 

(Room VI.)-The Armoury. Here are weapons for any condition 
of life, for all ages, and for all time. The "shoes of the preparation 
of the Gospel of peace" fit all sizes of the King's children . . '' Peace I 
leave with you; My peace I give unto you" (John xiv. 27). The Old 
Testament promise ( Isa. xxvi. 3): "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on Thee." "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass., 
(Dent. xxxiii. 25). · ... 

• \. most important piece of armour is the "Shield of Faith" (Eph. 
,i. 1 C ), wherewith alone Christ'f! soldiers shall be able to "quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked one.' ' "This is the victory that over
cometh .... even your faith" (1 John v. 4). 

•• The Breastplate of Righteousness" (Eph. vi . 14). This is also• 
ia.dispensable-the piece of armour which shields and covers the heart
popularly said to be the 1,eat of the affections: the "new heart, which 
after God is created in righteousness and true holiness" (Eph. iv. 24). 
"The hidden man of the heart" (1 Pet. iii. 4). 

Above all is the "Helmet of Salvation" (Eph. vi. 17). As 
righteousness guards and regulates the affections, so the "hope of salva
tion " ( 1 Thess. v. 8) dominates the intellect, "bringing every high 
thouo-ht into subjection to the obedience of Christ." " Hope maketh 
not tshamed; because the Jove of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Hoiy Ghost which is given unto us" (Rom. v. 5). "0, Thou. the 
hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble" (Jer. xiv. 8). 

Nor is the least important weapon in the armoury "the Sword of the 
Spirit ''-" the Word of God" (Eph. vi. I 7 ). "The Word of God is 
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,1nick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, .... and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart'' (Heb. iv. 12); the ever-keen 
double-edged sword, which cuts two way8, dividing a portion to saint 
and sinner. 

The last, but chiefest, of the weaponry thus catalogued is that of 
All Prayer-prayer for myself, my loved ones, for the Church of God, 
and the world at large: "I exhort, therefore, that .... supplications 
.... and giving of thanks be made for all men," etc. (1 Tim. ii. 1). 
As the warrior is buckling on the armour, the command comes, " Fight 
•the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life" (1 Tim. i. 12). Nor 
must we overlook in the palace, 

(Room VII.)-The Training Room. This is not so bright and 
•cheerful an apartment as the few out of many which we have visited 
just now; but valuable lessons are learnt here. '' No chastening for the 
present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless afterward it 
-yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exer
,cised thereby" (Heb. xii. 11 ). "The trial of your faith, being much 
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
.Jesus Christ" (I Pet. i. 7). "Tribulation worketh patience ; and 
!Patience, experience; and experience, hope" (Rom. v. 3, 4). 

" Consider her palaces":-
The ''palace'' of Brotherly Love; " Behold, how good and how 

1pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity" (Psa. cxxxiii. 1). 
The" palace" of Consecration-Surrender: "I pray God yourwhole 

·spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ" (I Thess. v. 23). 

The " palace " of blessed Communion and Fellowship with the great 
King through Immanuel: " Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with His Son Jesus Christ'' (1 John i. 3). 

There is an apartment in the palace, which it is well-pleasing to the 
King that we not only occasionally visit, but that we dwell there, 
inhaling the bracing. exhilarating air; it is, 

(Room VIII.)-The Praise Room. The dweller in Zion who has 
1had a lodgment in the apartments of the palace that have been here 
-enumerated, will, by the sweet sanctifying power of the Lord the Holy 
Spirit, be able to exclaim-

(Verse 1) " Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the city of 
our God, in the mountain of His holiness." 

"Praise waiteth for Thee, 0 God, in Zion" (Psa. lxv. I). Graciously 
the King invites His subjects to dwell in the praise room, as He lovingly 
reminds them: " Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me: and to him that 
ordereth his conversation aright will I show the salvation of God" 
{Psa. J. 2 3). 

CHRIST A).D HIS CHUHCH. 
BY THE LATE JOSEPH lRcJ:>;~. 

O!<'Tib, have l made the assertion, and I repeat it again, that the Father of 
mercies never viewed Christ as .Christ apart from the Chnrl'h: that He never 
i;aw the Church as a Church apart from Christ. They were viewe,l in unim1 
from µverlasting: all(! even the fall, which Reparnte,l between them aml their 
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({o,1. as to ,·,,rnm11nio11, c-onl<l not separate or <lissolvc that union. Even the fall,. 
nndN whil'h all the election of grace, in common with the rest of Adam's pos
tcrit~·, hC'c·arne cnslan•<l by Satan, in love with sin, arnl "afar from Go<l," did 
111,t for one moment dissoh·e, or e,·en weaken, that eternal union existing 
lwt,Yf'Pll J cs1u; and His Churc-h. 

\\' e cn11 never vie"· Christ aright in any of His characters, without keeping 
an eye distinl'tly upon His Headship. Apart from this, if we view Him only 
ns a promisC'nons visitor to our ea1th, as an example and pattern of everything 
that is love!)· and holy, as a patient sufferer to make "atouement for sin "-a 
general and rngue term-we haYe lost all the marrow, all the pith, and all the 
excellency of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.. y,r e have no certaii1ties, no securities 
no solid ground even for our hope, but one certain seal of eternal ruin to the 
whole raC'e of mankind. But, when we come to view the Headship of Christ,. 
we find included in it the interest which He has from everlasting taken in His 
kindred, that they are dear to His heart, graven on the palms of His hands, 
registered in the Book of Life, and sworn never to be blotted out; real and true 
members of His mystical body, their cases, their names, and their circum
~tances, all foreseen and foreknown by Himself, together with every event of 
their Ii,·es before and after their conversion; all managed, all eyed, all ordered· 
hy Himself, where they should go, where He would meet with them, where 
they should a bide, and where He would put spirit and life into the word that 
should reach their souls, when they should begin to seek His face, and w.here to 
find Him; where they should obtain the sense of forgiving love sealed to their 
consciences, where they should enjoy the sanctifying power of the Holy Ghost 
-all arranged -by Him pursuant to His oath in covenant, and ultimately 
a,·complished by Him in accordance with the provisions of that covenant'--all 
done and accomplished for millions before He came, before He obeyed, before 
He suffered, before He appeared on our earth, all in consequence of that union. 
of which we ha,·e been speaking. 

In His Headship Chiist entered into a bond of covenant engagement to 
redeem them from the thraldom which sin had brougnt them into, and bring 
them safe home to glory; and consequently they were carried home-all the
Old Testament saints were carried home, when not one drop of blood had been 
shed, when no act of obedience had been performed, or conquest achieved over 
the powers of darkness. But all was engaged for,. covenanted. for, and 
entrusted to the gloiions Head of the Church: and therefore the Father gave 
Him credit for doing the work in the fulness of time, and took home millions. 
of ransomed sinners, before Christ's bond was honoured, and before Christ 
became i11camate. Pause a moment, beloved, and say, is not this a never
failing source of comfort, that Jesus Christ takes an interest in us as His 
kindred? He is interested in all that concems you, in every pain you feel, in• 
every sorrow and care that you are subjected to, in every touch that shaU 
injure you; for He Himself says," He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of 
Mine eye." He is interested in everything that relates to you, even to the 
'· cup of cold water, for a cup of cold water given to a disciple, He takes as 
given to Himself. Precious, glorious-Christ to take an interest in such worms,. 
a11d to have settled and arranged all my future state. 

THREE PASTORS TAKE~ HOME-THE SAD CALAMITY 
AT PULHAM. 

BY the great storm of wi11d that swept through our land on Lord's-day,. 
March 24, amidst the wreck and damage caused in many districts, one special 
disaster is felt in the eastern counties. The afternoon service was almost 
dosing at the chapel in Pulham-1\fary, Norfolk, when the gable end of the 
building, with vestry chimney stack behind, was blown in with a great crash, 
descendi11g on the platform beneath, where the pastor, 

BROTHER GEORGE B. DEARLE, 

was stanrliug-, lmryiug bim up to the waist in the rui11s ! The poor head was 
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,·l'IIHl_1c,l, and, alth'.•ugh "the Hpark of li~c" waH retainer! until }[r,"'lay rvening, 
110 Htgu of conscwusncss return(){!. Several of the congregation were als,, 
s(•1·crcly injured, tlie platform anrl adjacent ranges of seatH were r1uite wnccked, 
nt least u fourth of the ropf falling in at the same time. 

It is comforting to .sorrowing survivors, not only that our brother must 
hn1·c been at once deprived of all sense of pain, but that he fell at his post, 
l'nitlifully in Ilis Master's service. He had been preaching from the words, 
'' Himon, lovest thou Me? Feed ;\ly sheep." It is remarkable tbat on the day 
11f burial (in the chapel ground), a former beloved pastor of that Churcli, 
1,rother 

IlEN.JAMDI TAYLOR, 

:ils" fell asleep in Jesus, and on the same day good, plain, honest 

JONATHAN COOIC, 

pa8tor of the small Church at Sutton, Suffolk, was also bt~ried. 
Recognizing the righteousness of the command, '' Be still and know that I 

,\Ill God," we rest in the assurance, "Blessed are the dead that die in the Lorri 
-from henceforth." S. K. B. 

, FROM ANOTHER CORRESPONDENT. 

Of all the sad and destructive results of that terrible gale on Lord's-day 
afternoon, March 24th, none have been more appalling than the one of which 
we now painfully write. J~st as the beloved and earnest pastor of the Church 
at Pulham, Mr. George Bird Dearle, was concluding a sermon of marked 
tenderness and power from the ,,,ords of Christ to Peter, "Lovest thou Me '' 
( John xxi. 16)? the hurricane rent off a third of the roof, precipitating the 
gable end of the building and a chimney right on to the rostrum, the heavy 
mass of bricks, iron, and timber, &c., nearly burying dear brother Dearle, the 
crash fracturing the skull both on the top and behind. G nconsciousness was 
produced at once, from which he never recovered, death resulting on the fol
lowing Monday evening about 6.45. 

The scene of woe almost baftles description. What with the suddenness of 
the event, the extrication of others who were injured, though not fatally, the 
distress was inexpressible. One dear aged brother was literally covered with the 
debi·is, and yet in ·a few minutes was walking about unhurt. One little boy of 
about nine years of age was:much cut about the head; the organist also received 
some severe wounds,-his escape from death is indeed a marvel. A dear old 
saint of ninety-two was struck, and a brother of about seventy years was 
hadly injured. All that medical skill could do was done to save brother 
Dearle, but in vain. An inquest was held on the Tuesday, the verdict being 
''accidental death, resulting from the falling in of the gable end of the chapel 
,luring the violent gale." 

The writer of this report went over on Tuesday morning; and, what with 
the sight of dear brother Dearle's two fatherless daughters, the mutilated face 
and head of the once bright and genial pastor, now a corpse, and the ruinous 
appearance of the chapel, together with many of the weeping, bereaved little 
flock, his heart was filled with grief and solemn feelings coucerning "the way 
of the Lord in the whirlwind and in the storm. Brother Dearle was buried iu 
the graveyard of the chapel at Pulham on Friday, March 29, pastor Easter, of 
I:liss, and Mr. S. K. Bland, conducting the funeral. Brethren Sapey (of Clax
ton), Jarrett (of Shelfanger), Coils (of Beccles), and several others from a 
,!istauce, were also present. One most touching part of the service was the 
Ringing by the Sunday-school children of " Shall we gather at the river?" 

But we do most earnestly desire to obtain a practical expression of sym
pathy for the now pastorless and sorrowful Church at Pulham. Steps are 
heing taken towards the immediate repairing of the chapel, at a cost of about 
£100, and we beliern that we shall not appeal in vain on their behalf. Parti
culars will be found on the cover of this magazine as to the Rebuilding Fund. 

L. H. Cous. 
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THE LATE MRS. GEORGE MOYLE 

["George Moyle" was a household word among the Strict Baptists of the middle of the 
present century. The following brief notice o[ Mrs. Moyle is written by one who was 
called under the ministry of Mr. Moyle when at Artillery-street, and was a life-long 
companion to his widow. We insert it with pleasure, accompanied with portrait.
J. W. B.J 

:\lRs. MOYLE was born Dec. 12, 1795. It pleased the Lord to lay His afflicting 
hand on her when eight years of age, being brought low with scarlet fever, 
from the effects of which she suffered through life, the drum of the ears being 
destroyed; and, though all possible ad vice was sought, nothing could be done 
to restore her hearing. Thus, early in life she was sliut out from the world. 
But the Lord, in His own way, implanted His fear in her heart while young. 
The following extract from her own writings, which she gave me years ago, 
sets forth some of the exercises of her mind:-

" I muse 011 the years that are past, how my feeble desires flowed upward, 
panting and longing to k11ow if I was one of those little lambs that Jesus 
folded in the bosom of His love. I muse on those early days when I sought 
the Lord iu sorrow of mind, frec1uently sighing out, ''Tis a point I long to 
know.' And I muse on the time when singing, 'There is a fountain filled 
with blood,' and with what emotions of joy_ and grief I sang-

, The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day; 

And there have I, as vile as he, 
Washed all my sins away.' 

It was a tiine of love to my soul, for I began in a fearful, yet not.-despon<ling 
rnanner, to sing-

'Lord, I believe Thon hast prepar.ed 
(Unworthy though I be) 

For me a blood-bought free reward, 
A golden harp for me.'" 

Though so very deaf, she was Yery useful as a Sunday-school teachei•, for 
the Lord opened His Word to her, and gave her ability to tell out what he put 
in. Her dear hllflband (George Moyle) found her to be a real helpm~et, just 
what a pastor's wife should be-" and she was that." . Her letters wer.e most 
spiritual aud sweet, as those who were favoured to receive them well know, 
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am! I will just give an extract from the last two she '>vrotc. After she harl 
been speaking of the inward contlict, she says:-

" I often think, as I have been plodding on with close,! ears, what melorlions 
sounrls will burst upon me when 

'Heaven opens on my eyes; my ears (will) 
With sounds seraphic ring,' 

.and many that have been blind while here below to every object, what a 
transcendent sight 'twill be to see their adorable Redeemer in all His radiant 
beauty, and hear unnumbered millions of blood-bought .souls singing, 'L" nto 
Him that loved us,' &c. Ah, we who have a good hope through grace shall 
join them ere long, and help to swell the chorus of the skies." 

The last letter was written Jan. 4, 1895, in which she says: "I am breaking 
down very fast; this very cold and severe weather has affected me so that I 
am very helpless, l;mt not at all unhappy. While I feel the Almighty arms of 
my covenant God underneath me, and. the downy feathers of His love around 
me, how can I be friendless, lonely or helpless ? 

'Lonely! no, not lonely, while Jesns standeth by: 
His presence fills my chamber, I know that He is nigh! 
Tired I no, not tired; while leaning on His breast, 
My soul hath sweet possession of His eternal rest. 
Helpless! yes, so helpless, bot 1 am leaning hard 
On the mighty arm of Jesus, and He is keeping guard.'·• 

THE CLOSING SCEXE 

of this grand old centenarian was tranquil and serene. The rlay before she 
entered the Xew Jerusalem she became rat11er drowsy, but was calm, and 
smiled at her sister and those who attended on her, and she trier! to do a little 
•Of her favourite needlework for the poor. At night her cough was rather 
troublesome. Her attendant was about giving her some merlieine, when she 
said," I am going; call my sister Martha," who immediately came; a hea,·enly 
smile, and in a few brief moments she·was gone. . 

Thus the Lord kissed her son! away on the morning of Feh. :21, 1895, in her 
100th year. '\Ve have parted with one with whom we have held sweet com
munion for fifty-five years; we thank God for her companionship, and can say, 
"The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessecl he the name of the 
Lord."-Run1 CHALMERS. 

THE LATE BENJAMIN" TAYLOR. 
[It was our privilege to know our departed brother, with whom we have held swee.t fellow

ship. His translation at the time of the sad calamity at Pulham is solemnly unique.-
J. W.B.] . -

ON" Friday, March 29, 1895, Mr. .Benjiimin Taylor, 'of Camhrirlge-street, 
Norwich, departerl this life, to be "for ever with th-; Lorri." He had been 
very feeble for a long time past, bnt was taken worse-about ~ix weeks before 
he died. On the Thursday, the day before his death, a friend (Mr. H. Ford
ham) called to ~ee him, and read Psa. xxvii., and prayetl with him. He aske,I 
to have a hy,nnsead (No. 358 in D.enbam's, "]-(:eep silence all created things," 
&e.), which 11!;), appeared 111uch to apppreciatc. Ou the rlay following, at 
3.20 p.m., he passed very peacefully away, aged 78 years. 

Mr. Taylor m11y be said to have foimded the Baptist cause at Pulham. HL• 
eommenced preaching when very young, and preached at Pulham-St.-1\fary for 
about forty-six years, finishing his mini.stry there in the year 188ii. Besides hi~ 
ministerial labours, he wrote and published several works, whieh are well 
known amongst the Churches far and ,yide. 

Mr. Taylor was buried at the Rosary Cemctei·y on Tuesday, April :2, by 
l\lr. F. Shaw, pastor of Bond-street, Brighton, assisted by :\[r. Tbos. Bnllimore, 
of Norwich. J. 1\1, 

. Norwich. 

THE LATE MRS. ELIZABETH HARBIS. 
ON April 4 our venerable sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Harris, gently (and in eonseious 
happy proRpect of "going home") breathed her last earthly hrPath at her 
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r<'~id<'m'e, "(-~rc,·m,·ood," Barnet, in the !12nd year of her age. Her body was 
bi<'l to rest in the family rnult at Woking Cemetery; her friend, Mr, S. K. 
Bland, in accordanc-e with her expressed wish, conducting the funeral service. 

Baptized with her late husband (who has preceded her "home" twenty 
yl'ars) about the year 1861, in the chapel, Artillery-street, she bas ever mani
frsted fcrYent Joye to the Lord Jesus, and deep interest in His cause and 
1wople. "A snc-rom·er of many," a most generous helper of the poor anrl. 
aftlieted. ~er loss must be extensi\·ely felt; but, although gone, her witness will 
h>ng rontmue to speak, 

AXOTHER HILL OF ZIO:N". 

0PEXIXG :N'EW CHAPEL IN WANDSWORTH. 

EA,TER Sunday and Monday witnessed the opening, under most encouraging 
circumstances, -0f a new Strict Baptist cause in the populous district off 
\Yandsw-0rth Common, and Mr. Hy. Clark and Mr. S. Frost, who initiated and 
lin'\"'e carried on this undertaking, had the satisfaction of seeing their efforts 
crowned with success by the blessing of God and to His own glory. With the 
appearance of the exterior of the building the readers of this magazine will 
ha,·e become familiar from the illustration which has appeared on the adver
tisement conrs in pre,·ious issues. The chapel, which is freehold, is built on 
rising ground, and is a neat structure capable of seating 250 persons, with the 
usual vestries, offices, &c., and in the rear a large plot of ground suitable for 
the erection of a schoolroom. There is a good organ, and every comfort and 
eom·enience. 

The services on the Sunday commenced well-with a prayer-meeting, 
"·hich Mr. A. Licence conducted. Mr. John Hunt Lynn preached in the 
morning from the words, "They that are Christ's at His coming"; and Mr. S. 
T. Belcher in the evening from the portion, " They continued steadfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship." A goodly company assembled at each 
service, and in the afternoon a good start was made in forming the nucleus of 
a Sabbath school. 

The chief interest, however, centred on the Easter Monday services. In 
the afternoon many could be seen enquiring their way to the new chapel. The 
building was filled, md after walking up the bill to the chapel, what could 
sound more appropriate than the swelling notes of the opening hymn (by Dr. 
Watts):-

"How pleased and b_lessed was I 
To hear the people cry, 

'Come, let us seek our God to-day!' 
Yes, with a cheerful zeal, 
We haste to Zion's hill, 

And there our vows and honours pay." 

Mr. G. W. Thomas, of "'atford, read and expounded Ephesians ii., and more 
praise and prayer followed. Mr. Thomas then delivered a masterly sermon 
from the text, "Built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief Comer-stone, in whom all tiie building fitly 
framed together groweth unto a holy temple iu the Lord," which he described 
as a beautiful declaration of the standing of the believer. His leading lines of 
thought were:-(1) Jesus the fouudation, tried and proved. The devil tried 
Him; God tried Him; He was tried at Getl1semane, at the mock trial, and at 
Calvary. (2) The materials. These materials are good; they are prepared; 
they are hewn out of the quarry of nature; they are squared, smoothed, and 
fitted by the Holy Spirit's power. (3) The builder is God Himself. He 
l>uilds this habitation by the Spirit, and He works by means-namely, the pro
phets, the apostles, and the ministers of the Gospel, who proclaim the whole 
Word. ( 4) The purpose of the building is for God Himself. He dw~lls 
auwng His people. The preacher concluded by expressing the fervent wish 
that this new c-ause might be a dwelling for God where the saints would be 
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eclificd, wl1crc His miglity hanrl might he outAtretched to touch His hirlrle11, 
ones ancl make manifest those He haH redeemer!. 

Tea was well and bountifully provided for the large company, under tlw 
kind and very efficient direction of Mrs. Cornwell and rnany willing helpers. 

The public meeting commenced at 6.15 prompt. The chapel waA packed
every available seat utilised. To say that genial and happy Mr. ChaTles 
Wilson, the president of the M.A.S.B.C., presided, is sufficient to convey that 
the meeting had a model chairman. The hymn, 

'' Come, let us join our cheerful songs 
With angels round the throne," 

the reading of Psalm cxxxii., and prayer by Mr. Parnell, formed the devotiona 
part of the service; and without much delay, the Chairman called on :Vlr. 
Henry Clark for his report. 

Mr. Clark, after referring to the fact that this was the third chapel opeuing 
in the neighbourhood in which he had been engaged, gave some account of the 
inception of the present meeting. They had been asked, Who and what are 
they who are going to open this cause? They were 

STRICT BAPTISTS, 

not of necessity, but of choice. How are you going to fill the chapel? \Vith 
people. Where are the people to come from? The answer is, that whereas 
twenty years ago, when the first cause was opened in the parish, the popula
tion was 10,000 ; it now numbers 165,000 persons. Then follO"Wed some 
enconragmgfilbliealillUBtrations of small beginnings, to which God has given 
the increase. Had there been any obstacles? Yes. The apostles had them. 
too, but on one occasion the Lord said, "Hold not thy peace, for I have much 
people in this place." They had been divinely led to take the place, they 
kuew the responsibility, and into God's hand they would commit the work and 
themselves. As to financial matters, the freehold building and ground cost 
£950, plus cost of conveyancing and necessary works, bringing up the total 
cost to £1,025. Of this, ~ver £500 had been raised up to that date. 

The Chairman, after expressing his congratulations on the very satisfactory 
nature of the report and on foe great success already attained, called upon the 
Yarious speakers. 

Mr. E. Beecher spoke from the words, "The Lord hath chosen Zion; He 
hath desired it for His habitation"; and expressed the conviction that the Lorr! 
looked forward and marked this chapel as the spot where He would dwell. 
He will find within this house of God another house, the household of faith. 
The Lord will see of the travail of his soul, and this place may be the spiritual 
birthplace of many. · · 

" llJegt be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love," 

preceded Mr. G. W. Thomas's address. He desired to say to those who had 
laboured in this matter, "The Lord bless thee, the Lord keep thee"; bless 
them with increase; bless them with a home missionary spirit; bless the Gospel 
to regeneration; bless them with peace when the Church is formed; and bless 
them with all the fulness of His grace. 

Mr. A. E. Realfl: described the present undertaking as a splendid opportu
nity of propagating the foundation truths which we hold, and added his goorl 
wish and prayer that it might be a great success. He rejoiced at the congre
gations on that and the preceding day, which had passed all expectations. His 
desire was now summed up in the words of the Psalmist, " Let Thy work 
appear unto Thy servants." They had the sympathy, the prayers, aud the con
tributions of the friends but they wanted above all to see God's work appear-
ing in salvation. ' 

. Mr. E. Mitchell said that though he had already faced two audiences that 
day, he was glad to be present to show his sy1upathy with the work and his old 
friendship to those who had started it. "A man is known by his pleasures," 
1111d the gathering before him showed that those there minded the tlungs of the 
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Spirit.. ThC' fripn,ls wonld haYe difficnlt.il's, hut (lo,! has promise,! to bless, HO 

that tlH'rc> will not b, room to contain the blessing·. 

WHY )WT? 

After e,·pr_,. s<>rYire expert great things and attempt great things, and the 
wsnlt "·ill he a thoroughly flomishing Baptist Church on ~cw Testament lines. 

The> hymn, 
•·Awake my son! in joyful lays, 

And sing thy great Redeemer's praise," 

,.,as then hc>a1·tily sung. 
;\lr. H. Dads"·ell expressed, as a neighbour, his hearty g·oorl wishes for the 

canse. and hoper! that they woulrl be alile to make their jonrney as a people in 
tli<' lip;ht of the> glorious Sun of righteousness. If storms and tempest arise 
1hey had one who could command peace. If the Sun of righteousness shines, 
1 lw sc>ed of grace will grow, and there will be peace, prosperity, and gladness. 

:\lr. J. Kingston spoke from the words," God is with us as our Captain;" 
He is the well-qualified director of a spiritual business, carried on by agencies 
nnder the> leading of the Captain of our salvation. His commission is," Preach 
1 lw Gospel to eYery creature." 

After sing;ng the hymn, 
"If gazing strangers want to know 

What makes me sing of J esns so." 

11 r. J. Cullingford gave as his message, " Go in the strength of the Lord." He 
hoped the brethren would prefix the words, " I will.'' He exhorted those 
engaged in the work to pray by all means, but to work as well as pray. 

Mr. H. Thomson, after expressing the pleasure it gave him to be present, 
chiefly on account of the feeling be bore towards brother Clark, spoke from 
the words, "The fruit of the Spirit is peace." He reminded his hearers that 
Dm·s is, or ought to be, a religion of peace. Our text book tells us of the God 
-0£ peace, the Prince of peace, the Spirit of pe11ce, the covenant of peace, the 
sal rntion of peace. Thank God for the peace which passeth all understanding. 
One of the most appalling results of the fall is that the sinner does not realise 
his condition until it pleases God to make him a "sensible" sinner. Then he 
Yalues the peace procured by redemption. It is our hope, he said in conclusion, 
that God would bring • 

MANY IN THIS PLACE 

to seek and find the Lord Jesus Christ, that God's blessing might rest upon 
the words spoken from this pulpit, and that souls may be saved, Christ's 
people edified, and God glorified. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Chairman, and to Mrs. Cornwell 
and the ladies, and the meeting concluded by singing, · 

"All hail the power of Jesu's name." 

The collections at the services amounted to over £25. Among tlie congregation 
were office-bearers and friends from West Hill, Wandsw-0rth; Providence, 
Clapham Junction; C:ourland-grove, Clapham: Carmel, Pimlico.; Clerkenwell; 
Dorset-square; and many other causes impossible to enumerate. l\fiss Licence 
presided at the organ, and special hymn-sheets were used. . _ 

"rending our way homewards, the choice utterances of l\Ir. R. Thomson on 
the subject of "Peace " mingled with the-good doctor's lines, and we said, 

"My tongue repeats her vows, 
'PEACE to thi• sacred house ' 

For there my friends and kindred dwell; 
And since my glorious God 
Makes thee His blessed abode, 

My soul shall ever love thee well." 

:M.ay there still be courage to plant and water. God give the· increase and the 
little one will become a thousand. FRED. W. KEVAN. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

.~oob ~riba)1 anb ta~ter 
c$lonbau ~crllicc!i. 

ASH. 
The anniversary of the chapel herei 

which is a bran oh cause of Meopham, or 
whioh Mr. A. B. Hall is pastor, was held 
on Good Friday, when Mr. J. Cattell was 
enabled with muoh acceptance to preach 
the Gospel of the grace of God_ ~he 

· chapel was. well-filled at ea,ch serv10e, 
friends commg from a long distance. 

BECCLES. 

Monday afternoon, the chapel was full, 
and Mr . .T, Rox was at liberty in speak
ing of the believer's conflict and victory 
(1 Cor. iv. 57). In the evening a pleasant 
and profitable time was spent. Mr, 
R. E, Sears presided, A report was read 
by one of the deacons, which told of the 
blessing of God upon the Church, and the 
progress which had been made during 
the year. The congregations were 
doubled, nine had been added to the 
Church, the funrl3 had increased, a 
pastor's vestry had been provided, a 
building fund commenced, peace reigned 
and love united the hearts of pastor and 
people. The chairman, commenting
upon the report, observed the keynote 
was praise. After a cheerful introduc
tion, addresses were given by brethren 
H. S. Boulton, I. R, Wakelin, A_ Steele, 
-. Flower, and J_ E. Flegg, who each 
took up the note. After which the 
friends sung "Praise Go:i from whom 
all blessings flow."-A VISITOR. 

Very interesting services w,ere held.on 
Good Friday, at the Martyrs M~monal, 
commemorating the tenth a.nmversary 
of the pastorate of Mr. L. H. Calls. An 
impressive sermon was preached by 
pastor H. Tydeman Chilvers, of ~ep.pel
street London from "Allpower1sg1ven 
unto Me in h~ven and in earth." The 
very good congregation listened with 
evident plea.sure to the earnest words of BRIGHTON. 
the preacher. Tea was spread in the On Eister Monday, April 15, the 51ith 
schoolroom and every available space anniversary of the Good Samaritan, 
was occupi~. A still larger a.udien<?e Dorcas and Tract Societies, was held at 
assembled in the evening at the P1!bhc Salem, Bond-street, when a goodly 
meeting, which was ably a.1;1d gemally number assembled to tea in the school
presided over by Mr. J. Bedmgfield, one room at 5.30. At 7, the public meeting· 
of the deacons. Suitable addresses were took place in the chapel. when many 
delivered by pastors T. L. Sapey! of Cla.x- friends from the surrounding churches 
ton, H. T. Chilvers, our old friend and met to encourage the worker~. Mr_ F_ 
late highly-esteemed townsman, Mr. S. Shaw, pastor. presided. The report of 
K. Bland, and L. H. Colls. Large last year's work was read, which showed 
numbers of friends ea.me from Claxton, that a good work had been done. Inter
Lowestoft, &c. The hearty and generous esting addresses were given by Messrs. 
gifts of trays for the tea, and excellent Andrews, Crowter, Guy, and Vickery, 
collections which were presented to the who the chairman described as the 
pastor were most encouraging to him "Home Team." The enjoyable evening
and re'ceived his most grateful acknow- was brought to a close by a short address 
ledgment.-L~cal Papei·. from the pastor. 

BEXLEY REA.TH, BROaDSTA.IRS, KENT. 
On Easter Sunday and Monday, special The anniversary on Easter Monday 

services were held to celebrate the first was quite a succe3s, a goodly number of 
anniversary of the pastorate of Mr. friends ea.me over from Marg-ate and 
E.W. Fle"'g, The report read on M;vnday Birchington, a large number to tea and 
nio-ht told of the very straitened mroum- an excellent congregation in the chapel 
st:nces of the Church prior to the corn- in the evening. The service over which 
ing of the present pastor, and tn view of our esteemed friend, Mr. Mote, presided. 
this the services could not fa.11 to make commenced by praise. Our brother 
glad the hearts of the friends who gather Mr. Doughty, of Margate, read P.sa. 
from time to time. The Lord hath done xcii., and offered prayer, after which 
great things for ue, was the grateful excellent addresses were delivered by 
acknowledgment of many. On Sunday brethren Dennis, Bloy, Vincent, and 
morning, the pastor preached from Matt. Miller. The pastor concluded one of the 
xxviii. 6, and our hearts were cheered as best anniversaries we have ever ,had. 
the preacher spoke of the empty to'!lb, Unto our Triune God be all the praise.
and dwelt upon the divinity of Christ, J, w. c. 
the acceptance of the saorifice, ~nd our CA:UDEN HIGH SCHOOLS. 
own resurrection In the evemng, the . , 
esteemed pastor • of Enon, Woolwich, On Good Friday sp~c1al sel;vicrs we!~ 
occu ied the pulpit and wae, indeed, I held at Camden H!gh Sc oo s, 161<, 
h l pd b the S irit in speaking of the Camden-street, Kent1sh-town-road. In 
t~_pe yhioh 8od hath prepared for i' the afternoon brother P. Reynolds, of 
th~~ih:t love Him (1 Cor. ii, 9). On Highbury, very blessedly expounded 
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PB&. iii. 2, :i," Many there be which B&y 
of my soul, There is no help for him in 
<~od. But Thou, 0 Lorrl, art 11, shield for 
me; my glory, 11,nd the lifter up of mine 
liead." Our brother, who felt very unwell, 
was graciously helped, and many could 
-testify that it was a soul-refreshing 
opportunity. At ii o'clock tea was pro
vided. At 1,.:io a public meeting was 
held, kindly 11,nd ably presided over by 
brother Geo. Turner, whose opening 
remarks and good wishes were much 
appreoiated. After reading the Scrip
tures and prayer, the chairman called 
upon brethren J. Griffith, J. Sanders, A. 
Steele, and I. R. Wakelin, to address the 
friends. The addresses were much 
enjoyed. The attendance was excep
tionally good, and the collections 
amounted to upwards of five nounds. 
The meeting concluded by Einging the 
doxology and benediction.-P . .1:1. 

CAMDEN TowN.-THE AVENUE. 
The 11th anniversary of the pastorate 

of Mr. Burbridge was held on Easter 
Monday. Mr. Cornwell, of Brixton 
Tabernacle, preached in the afternoon 
from Isa. xlviii. l i, "Thus saith the Lord, 
thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel, I 
am the Lord thy God which teacheth 
thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the 
way thou shouldest go.'' The discourse 
was much appreciated by the large 
number of friends who had gathered. 
The eveni!lg- meeting-, presided over by 
t.he pastor, was also well-attended, and 
addresses were given by brother W. H. 
Lee, of Bow, from Col. iii. 4; brother 
Palmer from Phil. iii. 12; brother Corn
well from 1 Peter iii. 2; Mr. Sanders from 
"It is finished." and Mr. Harris followed 
with a few sound remarks. The collec
tions were good, being an improvement 
on those of last year, and the pastor 
expressed his belief that God would own 
and bless His own Word and those who 
faithfully adhered to it. and trusted that 
the " standard of truth" would never be 
lowered at the Avenue, while the lease 
of 80 years lasted. The singing of "All 
hail the power of J esu's name'' brought 
one of our best anniversary meetings to 
a close, the attendance during the day 
being beyond the average, and the 
presence and power of " Christ in us the 
hope of glory " being- realised. Con
siderably more than 100 friends sat down 
to tea in the schoolroom.-S. F. 

CLAPHAM.-COURLAND-GROVE, 
Services in commemoration of the 54 th 

anniversary of the opening of this chapel 
were held on Good Friday. In the 
morning- Mr. W.Jeyes Styles was enabled 
to preach an excellent discourse from 
Matt. xv. J:l, and Psa. xc. 13. In the 
afternoon Mr. S. T. Belcher preached 
from Eph. i. 3, and was led to show the 
blessings of the Gospel, and of the 
blessed inheritance of ·God's people 
through their union with the Lord Jesus 

Christ. A good number of friends par
took of tea; and at the public meeting 
afterwards, presided over by our pastor 
M;r. Dadswell, excellent addresses ,ver~ 
given by brethren Belcher (Eph. iv. 
4-_6),Beecher (Rev. v. !J), Boulton (''It is 
fin1shedi" John xix. 30), and Mutimer 
(1 Tim. 1. 15). The congregations were 
very encouraging at all the services 11,nd 
good collections were realised. We bless 
God for His goodness and mercy during 
another year, and for the peace 11,nd 
unity that exists among us. We raise 
another "Ebenezer," 11,nd are enoouraged 
to press forward during the coming year 
looking to Him for strength and guid
ance, and for blessings to follow the 
preached Word. To His name be the 
praise.-A. 

COLCHESTER. 
The friends at St. John's-green had a. 

very soul-cheering season on Easter 
Monday, a real Easter-da.y, for many 
recorded the fact that the Day-star 
from on high had visited them. Nearly 
100 sat down to tea., after which the 
meeting commenced, at 6.30, the writer 
occupying the chair, a chord of sweet
ness being struck 11,s we sang together 
the good old hymn:-

" Kindred in Christ, for His dear sake, 
A hearty welcome here receive." , 

Psa. cxxvi. and cxxxiii. being read, Mr. 
List, een., feelingly led us to the throne 
of grace. Mr. R. Nigley dwelt very 
blessedly upon the "Wonderful Coun
sellor, the Everlasting Father, 11,nd the 
Mighty God." Cheering and encourag
ing indeed were the words uttered. A. 
Baker, of Stestedhspoke from John v. 
39, and we found is words upon faith 
very helpful, and it rejoiced our hearts 
to hear the sure ring of truth in his 
utters.noes. Mr. Bruce, pastor of Elm• 
stead, led us into experimental pa.ths, 
and from the text, "What is truth 1" 
declared what great things the Lord 
had done for him, to the joy of many. 
W. E. Tharrington felt glad once more 
in this sanctuary to find the Lord was 
working, although sorrow as well as 
joy, yet he was persuaded the time of 
singing of birds had come. A few suit
able remarks from the chairman, 11,nd 
the time for closing was 11,t hand. Mr. 
J. A. List led the praise part of the 
meeting, and with his band of willing 
helpers we could say indeed they made 
melody in their hearts unto God. The 
benediction brought the h&PP.Y sea.son 
to a close, many testifying, 'Did not 
our heart burn within us as He com· 
muned with us by the way?"-" THE 
SPARED LIFE." 

DORSET-SQUARE. 
Mount Zion Chapel, Hill-street.-The 

69th anniversary of this hallowed sanc
tuary was held on Good Friday as usual, 
Brother Mitchell, of Chadwell-street. 
preached in the afternoon a _solemn die-
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{)Ourse from the words, "Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.'' 
At 5.15, an excellent tea was promptly 
served in the schoolroom, and to the 
overflow in the chapel. In the evening 
brother Marsh, of Gurney-road, preached 
very earnestly from Gal. vi. 14, "God 
forbid that I should glory save in the 
cross of our Lord Jeans Christ." We 
were refreshed and encouraged by the 
presence of many dear friends from other 
Churches, who kindly came to cheer us. 
How much good a smiling face or a 
friendly grip of the hand can do I The 
Lord richly bless every well-wisher of 
this corner of God's Zion. and for a happy 
and profitable day let His holy name be 
abundantly praised.-C. C. H. 

EGHAM. 
On Easter Monday very savoury ser

vices were experienced and enjoyed at 
:Ebenezer. Mr. Brown, of Zion. Windeor, 
preached afternoon and evening. His 
discourses were weighty and Christ
exalting, and many found it good to 
1isten whilst he traced the footsteps of 
the flock, and preached Christ as the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life. Friends 
from neighbouring causes kindly en
couraged us with their presence and 
llelp.-P. H. 

FLEET, HANTS. 
Services were held at this new cause 

-on Easter Monday, which commenced 
in the afternoon by singing," Awake, 
my soul, in joyful lays," given out by 
Mr. F. Fells, of Hartley-row, and Mr. 
Medhurst, of Aldershot, delivered a 
most experimental and powerful ser
mon from Rom. viii. 34. At the close 
sixty-six took tea. The evening service 
commenced at 6.10 by Mr. Medhurst 
giving out the h7mn. "Now to the 
Lord a noble song,' which was heartily 
sung, and Mr. Fells, pastor of IIartley
row, after reading and prayer, preached 
a most telling sermon from 1 King-s 
x. 7. We are much encouraged by the 
sermons, services, and countenance of 
friends. Attendance..,_ afternoon 60, 
evening near 70. uoUections, with 
profit on tea, over £8. The service 
closed with " All hail the power of 
Jesu's name." We thank all for their 
presence and sympathy, and trust the 
little cause established here may be 
the birth-place of many precious souls. 
-J. POOL and J. WHITE. 

GRUNDISBURGH. 
Annual meetings were held on Good 

Friday. Mr. Bennett, B.A., Lowestoft, 
preached a.n excellent sermon in the 
afternoon. A good number of friends 
~athered to tea and to the evening meet
mg, when H. F. Harwoodl Esq., Tudden
ham Hall, took the ohair, and several 
brethren spoke. On the following 
Lord's-day our dear pastor, with us, was 
greatly encouraged, as after delivering 
a clear and instructive discourse to a 

crowded congregation on why we bap
tize, he had the pleasure of baptizing 
seven believers-four brethren and three 
sisters-most of them a.re seals to his 
ministry. We feel we can bnt publish 
these glad tidings. God answer the 
prayer, not only of pa.rents, but the 
prayer of pastor and people. Thus we 
rejoice in a faithful and uncha.ng-ing 
God, for what He has promised He has 
performed-namely, "That children·s 
children ever find His word of promise 
sure, and that " His word shall not 
return unto Him void." May the Lord 
help us to be more earnest in prayer and 
watch for the answer.-C. D. 

HACKNEY ROAD. 
The 35th anniversary of Shalom (the 

Oval) Sunday-school was held on Good 
Friday. Mr. H. D. Mobbs, our old 
superintendent, presided. Tea was served 
to about 70 adults, and afterwards to the 
children. Evening meeting followed, 
when the chapel wa.s well filled. Mr. 
Mobbs expressed his great pleasure in 
bein~ present and ha.ve his old pastor 
by his side, and referred to some happy 
da.ys spent in "Shalom." Brother 
Myerson offered prayer. Several portions 
of Scripture and hymns were recited by 
the younger folk. The singing by the 
children was excellent, under the train
ing of Mr. Meeres. Messrs. Morgan, 
Lawrence, Fewster, Stamp, and others. 
took part.-C. FEWSTER. 

HALESWORTH. 
On Good Friday we were privileged ta 

celebrate our pastor's third anniversary. 
In the afternoon a glorious sermon was 
preached by Mr. BowtelL of Bungay, 
from "The lines are fallen unto me 
in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly 
heritage." A goodly number sat down 
to tea, and in the evening a public meet
ing was held, our beloved pastor pre
siding. After a few introductory 
remarks by him, our esteemed and late 
pastor, brother Suggate, addressed the 
meeting. The savour of his speech was 
as ointment poured forth. basing his 
remarks upon the words, "And Jesus 
in the midst." This seemed to give a 
key-note to all the other speeches. An 
old familiar friend, brother Sheldrake, 
was helped to let fall "some handfuls 
of purpose." Next came young brother 
Leggett, of Bungay, whose voice we 
had not heard, and face we had not seen 
before. I'll be bound to sav he is made 
of the right sort of stuff. He is a 
grandson of the late Mr. Samuel Collins. 
Although a stranger to us, he was no 
stranger to the doctrines of grace, basing 
his remarks upon the words, "And they 
crucified Him." Last, but not least, 
came brother Bowtell, and he seemed 
to gather up the fra~ments, that 
nothing might be lost, giving us as a 
little Church every encouragement to 
press on in the good old way. The 
unity of the brethren and the harmony 
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of the meeting seem to g-irn us fresh 
zeal, fresh courage to strive together 
for the faith once delivered unto the 
saints. Thus was brought to a close 
one of the most happy and enjoyable 
seasons we have experienced for a long 
time, by singing the dear old parting
hymn. "Blest be the tie that binds," 
&c.-C. G. G. 

IPSWICH. 

The usual services -were held at Zoar 
on Good Friday. -Mr. Reynolds (of 
O,·er, preached in the afternoon from 
John xvii. 19. Tea was served, followed 
by a public meeting, !\fr. Barde!Js pre
siding, and commenced by smg-mg, 
·' Come we that lo,e the Lord," . &c. 
Brother Wetton engaged in prayer. Mr. 
Bardens read Psa. cxxx., with a short 
comment; and apologised. for brother 
Ranson's absence, he havmg gone to 
preach at Brockley. Hymn. '· Eternal 
Father, who shall look into Thy secret 
will?·• -was sung. Mr. E. Jacob spoke 
from John xv. R, dwelling upon the 
eternal union between Christ and His 
people. Mr. Walter Wright ga,e a very 
solid experimental address, and Mr. 
Re.nolds spoke from '· The just shall 
live by faith." Hymn," When Christian 
friends together meet," and the bene
diction by Mr. Bardens, concluded a 
pleasant meeting.-JABEZ WRIGHT. 

LAXFIELD. 

On Good Friday, the members held 
their annual tea and social meeting. 
Several met at half-past five to partake 
of tea. A nice company gathered in 
the evening. Though se,eral of our 
beloved friends could not be present 
through aflliction, still we felt it good 
thus to meet and record some of the 
Lord's dealings with us during the P.~~t 
year. Our beloved pastor read Psa. cm., 
after which brother Verdon led us to 
the throne of grace in prayer. Our 
pastor gave us a soul-cheering address 
on the Lord's goodness to us as a church 
in inclining the hearts of eleven 
brethren and ~sters during the past 
year to cast Wtheir lot with us, eight 
of whom he had the privilege of lead
ing through the baptismal water. Many 
of our brethren and sisters spoke of the 
dealings of the Lord with them. Several 
songs of Zion were heartily sung. A 
happy and soul-profiting meetiug closed 
with prayer by our pastor. - R. J. 
GRAYSTON. 

MAIDSTONE. 

The 75th anniversary of Providence, 
Maidstone, was held on Easter Monday, 
when Mr. E. Marsh (of Stratford) 
preached two excellent sermom. The 
congregations were much ~etter than 
th~ previous year, but collect1ons not so 
good. ~evertheless, we felt we had the 
presence of our Lord and Master with 
us, by the hymns selected and given 
out by our pastor <W. J. DenmeeJ, and 

sung so hearty by the congregation. We 
had a good number of friends 'to tea, 
the school-room being filled. At the 
close of the evening service we sang-. 
"All hail the power of Jesn's name I" 
The friends, on leaving, expressed great 
pleasure of hearing our brother Marsh 

NORTON. 

A pleasant evidence of revival and 
consolidation is seen in this old cau~e at 
Norton, near Bury-St.-Edmunds. The
present pastor, brother H. Alexander, 
has been quietly, but diligently, labour
ing there for two years. The building 
has been thoroughly renovated and new
seated,and all paid for; and the blessing 
of the Lord has accompanied the Word 
preached. On Monday, April 15th, the
anniversary was held, brother S. K. 
Bland (of Ipswich) preaching in the 
afternoon, and presiding at the evening 
meeting, which was well attended. The 
pastor, with brother Garrard (of Stow
market), &c., giving hearty and profit
able addresses. May the presence of 
the Lord be increasingly proved. 

OLD BRENTFORD. 

The 76th anniversary was held on 
Easter Monday. The Lord havirig 
maintained His peopla here for so long· 
is a great cause for thankfulness; and, 
as we are still receiving tokens for 
good, in having our numbers increased 
through the preaching of the Word, we 
feel we cannot praise sufficiently the
Lord's goodness ; therefore, in cele
brating our anniversary .this year, we 
made it a special matter of prayer, that 
the day might be crowned with further 
blessing. In the morning Mr .. E. 
Mitchell preached to a full congregation 
from Rom. vi. 14. a powerful discourse, 
with a clear definition of "law and 
grace"· and at the close the well
known' hymn, " Grace, 'tis a charming 
sound," was heartily sung. In the 
afternoon our highly-esteemed brother 
J. Bush preached to even a larger 
congregation from the words, "Wherein 
He hath made us accepted in the 
Beloved." He was graciously helped in 
proving our acceptance in the Beloved 
by the Divine operation of the Holy 
Ghost. In the evening· our brother 
W. Jeyes Styles was led in II special ~ay 
to open up J er. xxxi. 20. After touchmg 
on natural Ephraim as a son. of Joseph, 
he spoke of Ephraim being typi_c~l of 
the Ten Tribes, and then sp1r1tual 
Ephraim as being the Lord's people at 
their weake~t and their worst; and 
while He is obliged to speak against us 
in our thoughts, and words, and _deeds, 
yet, notwithstanding a_ll our failures, 
the quality of mercy 1s. reserved, !l-nd 
when we return in pemtence, crymg, 
" God be merciful I " He speaks not 
again~t us, but to us ; and having heard 
us bemoaning ourselves, in His great 
mercy He says, "I will surely have· 
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mercy upon him." We thank our God 
for all His answers to prayer, in giving 
the messagee, blessing the utterances, 
and sending so many friends to 
enoouraire the pastor and people; 
and while many were seeking their 
p]easures ( 1 )-so-called-on a Bank 
Holiday, we can say, "I would rather 
be a door-keeper in the house of the 
Lord than dwell in the tents of 
wickedness.''-SHAPHAN. 

SNODLAND. 
Very interesting services were held 

here on Easter Monday on behalf of the 
fund towards the erection of a chapel. 
The Church and congregation, with a 
large Sabbath-school, now worship in 
the Institute, but they hope some day to 
be able to erect a house for God. Mr. 
A. B. Hall, of Meopham, preached 
afternoon and evening with· much 
liberty, and the congregations, which 
were very good,heard the Word gladly. 

ST. ALBANS. 
Special re-opening services of the en

larged chapel and new school-room, 
&c., were held at Bethel, Verulum-road, 
on Easter Sunday and Monday. On 
Sunday a prayer-meeting was held at 
ten o'clock, and at the usual service
times, 11 and 6.30, sermons were 
preached to a fairly full house by the 
pastor (Mr. H. J. Wileman). On 
Monday, Mr. H. T. Chilvers (who kindly 
came in place of Mr. P. Reynolds, who 
was unwell) preached two sermons, 
which were much enjoyed by a large 
congregation, the place being packed 
full with friends from London, Gaddes
row, and the surrounding country, two 
hundred sitting down to tea. Heartfelt 
gratitude to God we feel indeed for His 
gracious smile upon these services, and 
for the Divine approval which is mani
festively resting upon us as a Church 
and people. Collections were very 
good. Several are waiting for baptism, 
and a spirit of love and unity is in our 
midst. 

STEPNEY. 
The fifty-second anniversary of the 

Sabbath-school, Rebobotb, Wellesley
street, was held Easter Sunday and 
Monday. Our pastor, Mr. J. Parnell, 
preached two excellent sermons on the 
Lord's-day. Morning text, "Very early 
on the morning of the first day of the 
week they came unto the sepulchre, at 
the rising of the sun." Evening text, 
"I will pour My Spirit upon thy seed. 
and My Spirit upon thine offspring; and 
they shall spring up as among the grass, 
as willows by the water. courses." Our 
pastor also gave a very nice address to 
the soholnrs in the afternoon from, "And 
the Pharisees came forth and began to 
question with Him." On Easter Mon
day afternoon Mr. E. Mitchell preached 
to a good company of friends and 
scholars a most interesting and in-

structive sermon, making a few remarks 
concerning the wonderful stimulating 
effect the sight of so many young faces 
and voices, singing God's high praises, 
had on teachers and pastors. The 
discourse was addressed to the young 
people and children, but we found our
self and friends as deeply interested in 
the sermon as were all the dear chil
dren present. The children and friends 
re-assembled at 6.30. Mr. W. G. Fauncb 
presiding,read two portions of Scriptur!': 
and Mr. A. Pounds earnestly sought the 
Lord's blessing. The chairman made a 
nice homely speech, in which be sought 
to encourage the teachers, and com
mended to the scholars the reading and 
study of God's Word. The superinten
dent, Mr. Hayter Scrivener, read the 
report, which showed the work had 
been well sustained, and that the Lord's 
blessing had rested upon their labours. 
The school numbered Vl9 scholars with 
a staff of eight teachers and officers. 
The following pastors addressed the 
meeting, brethren H. F. N'oyes, F. C. 
Holden, and J. Parnell. Each speaker 
had a kind word for teachers and 
scholars, and testified the interest they 
took in Sunday-school work. The 
scholars sang exceedingly well the 
hymns which were composed for the 
occasion by the superintendent. Praise 
and prayer concluded this happy meet
ing. 

STOKE ASH, SUFFOLK. 
Easter Sunday was 'a very happy day 

to us. The Lord blessed us with a 
manifested sense of His presence. 
Brother J. R. Debnam, of Horham, 
preached two discriminating·, Christ
exalting sermons. At the close of the 
morning service be ( Mr. Debnam, 
immersed two dear young sisters in the 
name of our Triune God. It wa~ our 
joy once again to see our dear pastor 
present at the morning- service, though 
somewhat weak in body. We are very 
thankful to God, and to ever_v one of 
the good brethren who have ministered 
to us in Divine things during bis illne~s; 
but it seems more like home to see our 
dear pastor in bis place, as we have 
been accustomed to from v~ry early 
childhood. To all who can come to 
Stoke Ash on Wednesday, May 8th. we 
shall be pleased to give a very hearty 
welcome. We hope the sun of nature 
may shine, also the greater Sun of 
Righteousness. So prays P. BaRRELL. 

TOLLING TON P .1.RK. 
Services celebrating the first anniver

sary of Mr. J. J. Cooler's pastorate at 
Zoar were held on Easter Sunday and 
l\Ionday. Two most encouraging· dis
courses were delivered by the pastor on 
the Sunday. On the Monday Mr. J. H. 
Lynn occupied the pulpit, and the 
Spirit's power was felt and enjoyed. 
After tea the public meeting· was held, 
Mr. Cooler presiding. The Scriptures 
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were read. and Mr.Jones offered prayer. I body, so our DiYine Lord governs His 
Mr. Cooler said that during the past mystical body the Church, Having 
,ear God hn.d supplied all his needs; made an atonement for her sin, and 
,·et he desired to look to Hlm more and redeemed her unto Himself, Ho also 
iuore. Addresses were given by brethren instituted her ordinances, and laid down 
,J. H. Lynn. H. D. Sandell, T. Baldwin, rules which it is our highest honour to 
and J. Othen. Mr. H. Thorn spoke commemorate and obey. The preacher 
--·ell of and for his pastor, and the went on to say how God had in all ages 
h,mn. "To our Redeemer's glorious maintained His Church in the world: 
praise.'' with prayer, brought the fire, sword, and persecution had been 
meeting to a close. Attendr.nce very hot and strong· ; thrones. cities, and 
Q'OOd and encouraging. -ARTHUR H. empires had passed from off the face of 
SANDELL, the earth-yet God's Church remained. 

Woon GREEN. The secret was," God is in the midst of 
her, she shall not be moved." Christ 
preserves His Church in the world to 
be a light in the midst of the darkness 
of sin, though the world was but a 
wilderness itself ; but she was looking 
forward to her glorious destiny as re
vealed and promised in the inspired 
Word, In union with Christ, her living 
Head, she should behold the glory of 
Christ, for_ ever shine in His likeness, 
swell His praises, and serve Him for 

On Good Friday, the Rrd anniversary 
of "Park Ridings," and 2nd year of 
brother Flegg's pastorate, were cele
brated. In the afternoon, pastor G. W. 
Thomas preached an excellent sermon 
from the words: "Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King of the Jews." The evening 
meeting was nresided over by Mr. F. T. 
Xewman. After a hymn of praise, 
pastor H. D. Sandell · sou~ht God's 
blessing. The chairman called upon 
brother Flegg, who said he had to 
strike a very high note of praise to God 
in having blessed them so much during 
the past year. Brother Box (of Soho) 
gave au excellent address from the 
text: -- Wheresoever this Gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, 
this also that she bath done shall be 
spoken of for a memorial of her." 
Brethren Copeland, White, Brown, 
and Chisnall also spoke of the Lord's 
gracious dealings, The pastor thanked 
the friends for their presence, and 
wishing them God-speed, the meeting 
closed with prayer and praise.-P. J.C. 

RECOGXITION OF MR. H. E. SADLER 
AT RAUNDS. XORTHANTS. 

On Monday, March 18, special services 
were held in the Baptist Chapel in con
nection with the settlement of the 
pastor.H. E.Sadler. Several ministerial 
brethren were preeent to take part in 
these Recognition Services, and some 
friends came from neighbouring 
churches, thus showing their sympathy 
with pastor and people. The afternoon 
meeting commenced at half-past two, 
when, after singing and prayer, Mr. 
Burgess, of Wellingborough, read the 
Scriptures. 

Mr. J. Jull, of Eden, Cambridge, then 
proceeded to give 

THE NATUJiE OF A GOSPEL CHURCH 

from 1 Tim. iii. 15, and remarked that a 
true Church was composed of spiritual 
worshippers, persons who were re
generated by the power and grace of 
the Divine Spirit. Human institutions 
had a human head, such as the Queen 
,,t the head of the national Church, the 
Pope at the head of the Romish Church, 
l>ut Christ Jesus was the Head of the 
Church of the living God. As our head 
is the governing power of our human 

ever. 
CALL BY GRACE, &C. 

Mr. Sadler was then called upon to 
give his call by grace and to the minis
try. He began by saying he was born 
in Camberwell in the year 1846, being a 
child of praying parents, but how in an 
unregenerate state he loved the path of 
sin, and in youth had evil companions. 
One Sunday afternoon, however, he 
entered a church, and the minister read 
his text three times. It was Heh. iii.15. 
It was an arrow from the Lord, for he 
went home to weep and to pray, after 
which time he attended regularly with 
his parents East Lane, Walworth, then 
under the care of the late Mr. Alderson. 
About two years after he became iden
tified with that Church, being baptized. 

Some time after he united himself 
with a band of young men who oft~n 
met at various corners of the streets m 
south London, and gave open-air ad
dreeses. This was the first, opening of 
the mouth to speak to his fellow-men 
of the precious name of Jesus. After
ward he visited, in company with a city 
missionary, various lodging-houses, and 
addressed them. About this time he 
joined the Strict Baptist . ltiner~nt 
Society, also he became acquamted with 
C. W. Banks, who recommended him to 
supply in several Churches. Then came 
a time when he removed from London. 
went into Berkshire, and preached 
mostly in two villages near Abingdon. 
After four and a half years of labour 
here, not without some tokens of g:ood 
and of blessing, he removed to Sunn mg• 
dale, b:it did not remain with the~ 
many months. Now came a trial. o 
faith and waiting upon God, even m a 
more earnest manner than in former 
years, that the Lord would in izea.j 
mercy direct his steps. The or 
graciously answered, and opened many 
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doors to supply, such as Cottenham, 
Wooburn Green, Tring, Reading-, Ayles
bury, 1md Speldhurst-road. At length 
he supplied at Sutton, Ely. There the 
Lord granted a blessing the first time, 
and they being without a pastor, it was 
aoon arranged for him to remove with 
his family. to that place. The Lord 
stood by, and was gracious unto His 
servant during the year an<l a half he 
was among that people ; but he was 
booked to supply the pulpit at Willing• 
ham, seven miles distant, before he took 
up his abode at Sutton, Ely. He sup
plied Willingham three or four times 
during that eighteen months, the result 
being that he was invited to Willing
ham. Mr. Sadler accepted, going there 
on New Year's Day, 1886,and stayed till 
~892. 

This brought the afternoon service to 
a close, and we adjourned to the school
room, when about a hundred and thirty 
sat down to tea, kindly provided by our 
esteemed friend Mrs. Feild. She kindly 
gave all provisions, the profits going for 
the Renovation Fund. 

EVENING MEETING 

Commenced at 6.30, Mr. Jnll presiding. 
Mr. Thew, of Great Gidding, read the 
Scriptures, Mr. Bennet, of Rushdan, 
offering prayer. Mr. Jull then called 
on Mr. Sadler to state how he came to 
Raunds.. He replied by saying that a 
harvest meeting was held at Grundis
hurgh, 1893, at which he met their 
esteemed friend Mr. John Bonney, who 
asked him if he could take his place at 
Raunds the following Sabbath. Mr. S. 
did so, and the Lord blessing the mes
sage, a mutua.l love sprang up towards 
him by the people here, which was now 
cemented by a year's residence among 
them. A paper was then read stating 
how the Church had been led to invite 
Mr. Sadler. Mr. Jull then asked Mr. S. 
to state the doctrines which he believed 
and intended to preach. 
(These being satisfactory, and similar to 

those often recorded in these columns, 
are omitted for want of space.) 

When brother Sadler had briefly told 
the audience what he intended to preach, 
Mr. Jull called UJ?On the members of 
the Church to sigmfy their approval by 
holding up the right hand. The pastor 
a.nd senior deacon (Mr. Eady), on the 
behalf of the Church, joining hands, 
brother Jull gave suitable counsel, and 
expressed his good wishes for the future 
of the Church, and called upon brother 
Flavell, of Carlton, Bedford, to offer the 
ordination prayer, who sought the divine 
blessing upon the nastor and Church. 

Brother Burgess, of Wellingborough, 
followed with the charge to the pastor, 
which was founded upon Ezek. iii. 17: 
"Son of ma.n, I have made thee a watoh
man unto the house of Israel. Therefore 
hear the word at My mouth, and give 
them warning from Me." Mr. Burgess 

sairl that sometimes ministers we,- e 
called angels, then again stars, but here 
"Son of man," advising him from this 
not to be too much elated. Then, being 
a son of man, he had infirmities, and 
ur~ed him to be very careful. Also. 
bemg son of man, he could show sym
pathy, this being most needful in the 
pastor of a Christian Oh urch. Lastly, 
being son of man, he needed sustenance. 
In ~peaking of the office (watchman), 
he said that of the true minister was 
higher than any other. The watchman 
needs to be awake when others are 
asleep: to be fearless. His next head 
was the people of his charge; and finally 
the instruction: "Hear the word at My 
mouth, and give them warning from 
Me." We should like to have heard our 
brother deal more fully with the last 
two heads, but the time had gone. 

Mr. Northfield, oF March, delivered 
the charge to the Church, and spoke 
wise and seaeonable words to the con
gregation, founded upon Heh. xiii. 22, 
exhorting the brethren to be very care
ful as to what they said, to sympathize, 
to strive together for peace, not to be 
ashamed of the truths of the Gospel, 
to be kind to those who did not see with 
them, to use all lawful means to g-et 
others into the house of God, not to find 
fault with the minister if there were 
empty seats, but to do their best to fill 
them. 

The counsel given at these services 
was all that could be desired ; if the 
Church at Raunds, and others repre
sented there, put it into practice, the 
benefit would be great and extensive. 
These services were closed with the 
good old hymn, '' All hail the power of 
Jesus' name," and the benediction.
A WITNESS AND D. FLAVEL. 

Carlton, Beds. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONFEREXCE. 
A Conference of Sunday-school 

teachers, officera, and friends was held 
in Courland-grove Chapel. Clapham, on 
Tuesday, April 2. Mr. Dadswell. the 
pastor, presided. Prayers were offered 
by brethren I. R. Wa.kelin and W. S. 
Millwood. Brother Belcher was ex
pected to give a paper on "What to 
teach and how to teach it," but, being
unable to be present, he sent a substi
tute in the person of Mr. Booth, brother 
to Ernest Booth, who has but just 
left us for the mission-fields. Our 
young brother, I understand, is preach
ing acceptably in our Churches. He 
adopted his pastor's subject. and rushed 
together on a day's notice a. paper full 
of matter and promise. .cl very hearty 
vote of thanks was accorded our brother 
for his paper. Discussion followed, in 
which six brethren took part. The 
chairman said there was one point about 
which nothing had been said: that was 
concentration. Teachers often fail to 
tea.oh anything from trying- to teach 
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too much. One doctrine fully opened 
e.nd illustrated will he found most 
effectual. 

On e. motion by brother Lynn, 
seconded by brother Millwood, a Yote 
of thanks we.s accorded to the Church 
for the use of their ohe.pel, and to 
brother De.dswell for presiding. It was 
a good, though not a gree.t meeting. 
Light refreshments were gratuitously 
provided by our kind host for those who 
had oome a distance. Not a few of us 
very gladly availed ourselves of the 
proffered hospitality. 

Sl'REA THAM. - Cheering services 
were held at Providence, Hambro'-road, 
M'arch 26. Mr. 0. S. Dolbey spoke in the 
afternoon from the words, "For we must 
needs die," which he referred to as (1) a 
literal fact ; (2) a spiritual sug$"estion. 
The sermon was full of wammg and 
~ospel consolation. After tea, the even
mg service commenced. Mr. Cooper, of 
Wandsworth (in the place of Mr. C. 
Lambourne, who was unwell) occupied 
the chair. and spiritual addresses were 
delivered by brethren Horton, Parnell, 
Copeland, and Dolbey. Mr. Bartlett 
thanked ministers and friends for their 
pre~ence and help. "All hail the power 
of .T esn's name" brought to a close a 
profitable day which will be long remem
bered by the friends at "Providence." 
Collections with cards amounted to over 
£12.-0. RUSSELL. 

PORTSMOUTH.-A few lovers of the 
truth have recently opened "Reho both," 
Clarendon Hall, Clarendon-road, La.ke
road, for the proclamation of the Gospel 
of the grace of God. It is an upper-room, 
nea.t and clean. well-lighted, not the best 
of entrances, but it is the best place they 
could proclll'e. Mr. Cudmore and his 
friends, would give visitors a hearty 
welcome, and we hope those of our 
readers who may seek rest in this health
ful spot will give what encouragement 
they can to this effort. There is a good 
S!.lpply of trams fromSouthsea, Cosham, 
and other parts of the borough. -J. W. B. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTIO:!'\ (PROVI• 
DEXCE CHAPEL).-Anniversa.ry services 
were held on March 17 and 19. On the 
Sunday, Mr. J.E. Elsey (in the absence 
of Mr. W. Waite, through illness), 
1,raached two excellent sermons to good 
congregations. On the Tuesday after
noon Mr. J. Bush _preached from the 
words, " I will ment10n the loving kind
neRses of the Lord, and the praises of the 
Lord, according to all that the Lordhath 
bestowed upon us, and the great good
ne,s toward the house of Israel.'' His 
sermon was greatly enjoyed. A large 
company sat down to tea. In the even
ing a JJUblic meeting was held, at which 
Mr. C. Wilson presided. The chairman 
rea.J Psa. l.xvii., and called on Mr. J. 
Bush to engage in prayer. Mr. F. T. 

Newman then read a report, stating that 
it was the twent,-third anniversary of 
the formation o the Church, and the 
twentieth anniversary of the opening of 
the oha.pel. Three had been added to the 
Churoh during the year, and the various 
institutions had been well maintained, 
specially the Dorcas Society, the income 
of which was showing· a good increase. 
The chief object of the meeting,however, 
was to reduce what was still outstand
ing for the renovation and alteration of 
the chapel last spdng. It originally 
cost £200, and a.bout £80 remained 
unpaid. It was hoped that at this anni
versary £20 of this would be obtained. 
The chairman, after a few opening 
remarks, called on the various speakers. 
and ex cell en t addresses were delivered 
by Messrs. C. Cornwell, J. Kingston, T. 
Jones, J. Bush, E. White, and R. E. Sears. 
By the liberality of the chairman and 
friends, the collections a.mounted to the 
tota.l desired, viz., £20. On the announce
ment of the sum, the congregation, at 
the request of the chairman, rose and 
heartily sang," Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow." Contributions from 
some unable to be present covered the 
expenses incidental to the anniversary, 
ma.king the collection a net amount.
FRED W. KEVAN. 

GUILDFORD (CASTLE·STREET).-On 
Lord's-day, April 7th, we had a most 
interesting and encouraging series of 
services. In the morning I had the 
happiness of baptizing four believers, 
two brethren and two sisters, one of 
the latter being quite in mature years, 
and the other the mother of a large 
family. In the afternoon all four can
didates received the right hand of 
fellowship. and were welcomed at the 
Lord's hble. Upon the unanimous re
quest of the Church, expressed at a 
recent meeting, I have waived my resig
nation until Midsummer. Correspon
dents kindly notice changed address.
A. E. REALFF, 24, Cornwall-terrace, 
Stoke-road, Guildford. 

DU NSTABL E.-Annual Sunda._y• 
school sermom, March 24th. Mr. 
Samuel Banks was helped to preach 
two Christ-exalting sermons, and ad· 
dress the young in the afternoon. 
The stormy weather kept some of our 
friends away, morning and afternoon, 
but in the evening the chapel was 
crowded, which very much encouraged 
all The anthems, "I will extol Thee, 
O God, my King!" and" Bless the Lord, 
O my soul I " were sung at close of 
morning and evening service. Mr. 
Baskett, j unr., presided at the har• 
monium; and Mr. Baskett, senr., 
rendered good service in training the 
young to sing. We are thankful to 
God for continued mercies, and are 

I hopefulfor the future.-ONE WHO WAR 
THEHE. 
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HAVOURY SERVICES AT 
STRATFORD. 

HERVICES to commemorate the first 
anniversary of the pastorate of our 
beloved brother and pastor1 Mr. Ebenezer 
Marsh, were held on Lord a-day, March 
,llst, and Tuesday April 2nd. They 
were well attended and much enjoyed, 
the presence of our gracious Lord was 
mamfest, and His own blessing, we are 
assured, must follow. 

Our pastor preached morning and 
evening of Lord's-day, in the morning 
from Gen. xlix. 22-24, the last words of 
the dying patriarch concerning his ,on 
Joseph. Much precious fruit was 
gleaned, and it was sweet to discover a 
greater than Joseph here. The dis
course was full of rich gospel truth, 
consolation, and encouragement, es
pecially under the consideration of 
the declaration, "The arms of his hands 
were made strong by the hands of the 
mighty God of Jacob." 

The evening service was to have been 
taken by brother R. M.utimer, of Old 
Brentford. The Master, however, hav
ing laid him a.side for a little season, 
he was unable to come. Our pastor, 
therefore, preached again, founding his 
remarks on the prophetic utterances of 
Jacob in Gen. xlix. 10, "The sceptre 
shall not depart from Judah,nor a law
giver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh come, and unto Him shall the 
gathering of the people be." This also 
was a time of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord, and will be re
membered by many. 

On Tuesday, services commenced at 
3.30, when Mr. E. Mitchell entered the 
pulpit, and after reading Matt. vi. our 
brother read as his text verse 22, latter 
part. The sermon was a masterpiece 
of clear teaching and precious consola
tion, full of gospel comfort, and rich 
with the most forcible illustrations of 
our heavenly Father's gracious pro
vision and care. Many hearts were 
melted, and poured forth their praise 
at the close of the sermon in those 
precious lines, '' Father, whate'er of 
earthly bliss," etc., our pastor remark
ing, as he gave out the hymn, the 
people would see now why he had to 
lay aside this hymn last Lord's-day, 
which, as he said, he thought of having 
then, but had to give place to another. 
There was a good congregation, and 
long may the savour of this precious 
discourse live in the hearts of those 
privileged to hear it. Tea was served 
in the chapel, and about 150 sat down. 

Mr.W. Abbott (from Chadwell-street), 
in his kindly, genial, and successful 
manner, presided at the public meeting 
in the evening·, and was supported by 
brethren Bush, Belcher, Dolbey,-Elsey, 
Holden, Mitchell, Chilvers, and the 
pastor. The speeches of the brethren 
wern full of precious g·ospel matter, and 
of the most encouraging character. 

Brother Bush, in his loving and kindly 
manner, exhorted the Church to en
courage their pastor, giving his reaeons 
why he needs it, how he needs it (by 
prayer), when he needs it (at all times, 
and under all circumstances). Kind 
words don't cost much, but bring in a 
great deal sometimes. Brother Belcher 
caught up the same note, and encouraged 
the people to hold up the pastor's hand, 
showing when, how, where, and why it 
should be done. 

Brother Dolbey's remarks beautifully 
harmonised with the foregoing speakers 
-viz., because these men are the ser
vants of the Most High God, and as 
they give themselves to the people, 
their time, talents, body, and soul, is it 
too much to ask the people in return to 
fulfil their own bounden duty, and to 
care for and encourage their pastor ? 
Certainly not. This certainly found an 
echo in many hearts present, and we 
sincerely hope will bear fruit. 

Brother Elsey gave good counsel in 
regard to the attitude of the children of 
God, and encouraged them to look up_ 
There is more to be seen and enjoyed by 
looking up to the place from whence 
cometh our help than by looking down. 
Brother Holden, a few savoury thoughts 
from the words, "Rejoice in the Lord." 
Brother Mitchell gave some remarks of 
a general character, full of kindly ex
hortation and good cheer. Brother 
White on Asher's blessing, "Out of 
Asher, his bread shall be fat, and he 
shall yield royal dainties." How pre
cious the promises, and how sweet the 
Lord's people have found them to be in 
all ages. Brother Ghil vers, on the 
Lord's command to Moses, "Speak unto 
Aaron and his sons, saying, On this 
wise shall ye bless the children of 
Israel, The Lord bless thee and keep 
thee; the Lord make His face to shine 
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; 
the Lord lift •up His countenance upon 
thee, and give thee peace," &:c. 

Brother J. H. Rider (secretary of the 
Church) offered a few remarks on their 
condition and prosperity during the 
past year, and mentioned that it had 
been the joy of the pastor to lead 
throug·h the waters of baptism eight 
candidates, and receive altogether fifteen 
into Church fellowship. 

Our pastor, in addressing the meet
ing, spoke of the precious tokens the 
Lord had been plearnd to give him from 
time to time, which had confirmed their 
union (as pastor and people) of twelve 
months ago, and rendered his grateful 
thanks to God for His goodness. and 
his gratitude to so many friends for 
coming. We sincerely echo his thoug·hts 
and feelings, and again thank the many 
friends who came and added so much to 
our joys and financial success, for we 
are glad to be able to hand over to our 
beloved pastor, after all expenses are 
paid, £3~. We han indeed verified the 
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promise. ·• God is in the midst of her: 
she shall not be moved.'' To Him be 
a,JJ the 1,raise. 

After the doxology and prayer,._ the 
meeting was brought to a. close.-J. H. 
RIDER. 

RECOGXITIOX OF H. T. CHILVERS, 
KEPPEL-STREET CHAPEL, 

BLOOMSBURY, 
TrE$DAY, MARCH 19. 189.3. 

:Ln--t n1onth "We gnYe n portrait and sketch 
o[ the life or ourhrotlwr Chil,ers. so that 
n briC'f ~ummn-r'\"' of t,he day's sen·ices is 
all thnt i~ now· necessary_· Suffice it t,o 
,:1y the congreg;i.tions v.€re Yery large, 
,,mpathetic, and cheerful. Pastor and 
Church ha,·e onr bestwishes.-J. W. B.] 

At the afternoon service Mr. Sears 
presided. There wa.s a very full gather
ing of Christian friends and ministerial 
brethren. After singing, Mr. Beecher 
read Psa. xlviii., lxxxvii. Our greatly 
esteemed brother S. K. Bland prayed. 
The chairman made some excellent pre
liminary remarks. Pastor Marsh stated 
the nature of a Gospel Church, which 
he ably and most clearly set forth. 

The chairman proceeded to put the 
usual questions in his pithy and homely 
manner, to which brother Chilvers 
satisfactorily replied. 11:Ir. Wakelin 
made some kind remarks, and men
tioned several incidents relating to the 
coming of brother Chilvers among 
them. 

The chairman now asked brother 
Bland. of Suffolk, to join hands, who, 
in so doing, stated he ha.d pre.ached fifty 
years. and was privileged to ba.ptize his 
(Mr. C's) uncle, William Hazelton: "We 
disavow altogether superiority of age 
or slightest power to confer any worth or 
capacity to any brother. In this place I 
(continued Mr. B.) do desire, in the name 
of the brethren. and more in the interest 
of the cau,e of our Lord, to unite heart 
and hands of pastor and people in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost; and may you walk to
gether with all simplicity and loving
heartedness and sympathy in Christ; may 
you bear one another's burdens, and so 
fulfil the law of the Lord; and see that 
yon fall not out by the way." 

Pastor Box offered the " ordination 
prayer." The service cloaed with the 
hymn, " Come. Thou Fount of every 
blessing." 

EVENING MF.ETING. 

Pastor Reynolds read Psa. ciii. 
Brother Abbot, of Chadwell-street, in 
the chair, said: "Beloved friends, our 
dear young friend Chilvers was with us 
a long time a.t Chad well-street; there is 
much in him which reminds us of that 
passage, "that when we saw the grace 
of God we were glad." We all have an 
interest in him, and we have humble 
confidence that he has the root of the 
mat.ter in him. You must hear him 
patiently. and pray for him, that God 

may make him a minister of g-ood to 
you." 

Pastor Mite.hell then gave the charge 
to brother Chi! vers. It was a vleasure 
to notice the paternal and wholesome 
advice given, the warm-hearted Chris
tian love shown. The remarks were 
very varied and interesting. The text 
was Tim. iv. 16: "Take heed unto thy
self and unto the doctrine." First, the 
personal exhortation, and then the 
relative ministerial one. "The less you 
think of yourself the better. The pulpit 
should be the place sacred to the glories 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Luther said 
reading·, meditation, prayer, and temp
tation make a minister." 

Brother Wren gave the charge to the 
Church, which will be found on another 
page. 

Mr. Wa.kelin heartily thanked all the 
brethren present, and friends from 
other Churches. After singing the 
doxology, brother Beecher closed with 
prayer this very happy and profitable 
meeting.-C. W. 

HOMERTON ROW.-The celebration 
of pastor S. T. Belcher's fourth anni
versary took place on March 24th and 
26th. On the Lord's-day the pastor 
preached in the morning, and Mr. E. 
White <of Woolwich) in the evening. 
On the 26th, in the afternoon, the very 
excellent congregation were favoured 
with a most enlivening, spiritual, and 
experimental discourse from the heart 
and lips of Mr. E. Mitchell. The 
adjacent school-room was crowded at 
tea time, and, while the needful and 
refreshing meal was much enjoyed, the 
unity of Spirit, in sweet fellowship 
with old friends, was still much more 
appreciated. At the evening meetin~, 
John W. Banks, in the room of his 
beloved brother Walter Abbott, pre
sided. The occasion proved exceedingly 
profitable. Addresses were delivered 
by brethren Cornwell, Holden, Lynn, 
Jones, Haines, Barmour, and others, on 
the unspeakable and immutable bless
ings of our Lord Jesus Christ. Con
gregations and collections were good. 
Praise God !-PARlllENAS. 

STONEHAM, DEVON.-A tea.
meeting wa.s held at Ebenezer Chapel, 
Union-street, on April 10th, in aid of 
g-enera.l funds. A goodly number sat 
down to tea. After tea a service was 
held, in which the pastor (W. Trotman) 
gave some account of the early years of 
his life and ministry. Having just 
returned from the burying of his eldest 
and beloved brother (Mr. Thomas 
Trotman), associated with him in all 
the days of his early years, there was 
a mixture of sadnesR and gladness in 
the retrospect. of early years. The 
motto taken was Psa. cxlv. 7: "They
men-(see ver. G) shall abundantly utte1· 
the memory of Thy g-reat goodness, and 
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8ing of Thy righ~eousne,s." The object 
of the tea-meetmg <financially) was 
allowing the defioiency (about £ 10 i' 
entirely met. "Praise ye the Lord I ,l 
-WILLIAM. 

SOMERSHAM.-Our pastor completed 
his seven years' ministry on March 31st. 
In the morning the minds of the people 
were led to 2 Cor. ii. 3. In the after
noon, during his (the pastor's) absence 
a prayer-meeting was conducted by 
brother W. J. Hill. In the evening, 
amid a ~ood audience, especially of 
young friends, the pastor addressed us 
from the_ words, "Lord, help me I " 
(Matt. xv. 25); words which both pastor 
and people have had to exclaim many 
times ; and, although we know we shail 
hwe to repeat them to the end, yet here 
we can raise an Ebenezer, and say, "The 
Lord hath helped us hitherto."-F. 
GORHAM. 

SUCCOTH, RUSHDEN. - Tuesday, 
April 16th, will be long remembered by 
us as a day of days, a real day of visita
tion from the Lord to His longing, 
struggling, and anxious people. Our 
dear brother Mitchell was helped to 
declare the glorious Gospel of our 
salvation in the love and power of it, 
and it was truly a savour of life unto 
life in the souls of many who were 
present. The glory of the Lord filled 
the house, and, for the time being, 
many of those whose hearts are often 
filled with anxiety and distress were 
constrained to rejoice in the Lord, and 
to bless His holy name. Congregations 
were good at both services ; and a good 
company partook of an excellent tea, 
provided by the ladies' committee. We 
were highly favoured and greatly blest. 
and would raise another Ebenezer to 
the God of all our mercies.-Z. N. 

TRANSLATIONS FROM WATTIS-
HAM. 

BY JOHN HAZELTON. 

THE Lord sometimes comes into HiS 
garden to feed, and sometimes to gather 
lilies (Cant. vi. 2). We have had much 
cause for rejoicing at times at His visi
tations, and there have been times when 
His gathering hand has caused us to 
weep. This year has witnessed the 
gathering of the Lord's hand from our 
midst. On .l!'eb. 15 our dear brother 

WILLIAM SOUTHGATE, 

late farmer of Battisford, was called 
from our midst. He had been a member 
with us nearly thirty-two years, and 
tJ-day we miss his kindly face from 
our midst. He was a quiet, thoughtful, 
and devout brother; a man of few words, 
yet thoroughly genuine. He had been 
ailing of late but was called home 
somewhat suddenly at last, leaving a 
widow, a sister with us, to mourn his 
loss. Such quiet, humble men of God 

are a grea.t boon to a Christian Church. 
anrl greatly misserl. when removed 

Nor i8 this all, for on Lord'~-da,. 
March 17, tidings reached us that 
another of our membera, 

SUSAN RANSON, 

~arl been called home very suddenlv 
tndeed. Deceased was a widow, and 
the mother of our respected brother 
W. H, Ranson, pastor of the cause at 
Somersham, Suffolk. The deceased had 
been a member with us nearly twenty 
years, and a very consistent walker too. 
It was a pleasure t'l call at her little 
home, which was always the very pat
tern of neatness and cleanliness to 
speak with her of the things of God 
her greatest grief being that she felt 
herself to be of so little use in the 
Lord's cause. She had s-iffered for 
years from an affection of the nerves 
&c., but bein:;r poor and afflicted did not 
prevent her being most heartily in
terested in the labour, of her dear son. 
She would generally ask the writer 
whether we had heard just lately of 
her dear boy, as she used to call him. 
And if any Baptist pastor has lost a 
true godly mother. that Baptist pastor 
is onr brother W. H. Ranson. 

Her departure was indeed very sud
den. On March 15, it appears, she had 
been unusually cheerful, and had chatted 
with a neighbour up to as late an hour 
as seven p.m.. when it appears she 
lighted her lamp and drew down her 
blinds, and then what passed God only 
knows; but, on one of her grandchildren 
going to her door at about quarter to 
eight, it was to find the deceased was 
no more. The summons must have come 
most suddenly, as her spect!!.cles were 
lying close by her head, as she had 
fallen down, and her thimble was still 
on her finger; but the spirit had fled. 
Oh, how quick and painless must it all 
have been for her! for we know that 
for her to be" absent from the body was 
to be present with the Lord." But at 
the same time, what a shock for d~ar 
ones that are left-our before-mentioned 
brother and a daughter We tried to 
bear up our dear brot_her in our prayers, 
for we felt how pamful to nature it 
must be to try and preach under such 
circumstances. DeceaEed was buried at 
Bildcston, where she died, on March 21. 
That God may support the bereaved, 
and may yet bless us as a Church by 
yet visiting us by His grace, and thua 
more than fill up the O'aps that death 
has made, is the prayer 'of-J. H. 

PAST AND PASSING EVENTS, <fc. 
THE very sad occurrence at Pulham
St.-Mary, on March 24th, has cast a 
gloom over the Suffolk and Nor folk 
Churches. [See ad~e\tisement column.] 

We were rejoici1g to know that 
Pulham was, under the instrumentality 
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of Mr. Dearle. and the Lord's blessing 
resting on his labours, regainin~ its 
former position. The Suffolk friends 
have undertaken the responsibility of 
rebuilding ; we have no doubt many 
sympathisers will be found outside the 
radius of Suffolk and Norfolk 

* • 
There is plenty* of work for the 

benevolent just now. Lowestoft must 
not be lost sight of; signs of prosperity 
are still heard of, and, with Joseph 
Irons, we sing:-

" B lest be the God of sovereign grace, 
Who owns His Word within this place." 

* • 
* An easterly breeze wafted the intelli-

gence hither that they are "a poor 
people at Lowestoft," but very perse
vering. This being the case, they 
can conscientiously claim the cordial 
consideration and co - operation of 
Southerners, and others. 

* * 
And our near *neighbour, "Zion," 

Heaton-road, say, " Come over and help 
us··: and we hope this voice will not be 
heedlessly attended to. Don't be afraid 
to send a crown, or half-a-crown, if you 
can·t send more. 

* * 
'· Friends will be \nterasted to know 

that we have received~ and accepted 
an invitation from tne Church at 
'· Providence," Meyrick-road, Clapham 
Junction. for six months, with a view 
to the pastorate. This arrangement is 
mutual, and together we shall seek 
from the Lord clear evidences of His 
will. We hope frequently to visit 
Clapham Junction ; but the above term 
will not commence until the month of 
July.""-Life and Ligl1t. 

* * 
And we earnest!; pray and sincerely 

hoµe our good, kind. and genial brother, 
R. E. Sears, may, in the heyday of his 
life, here find a quiet. prosperous, peace
ful, happy home for the remainder of 
his earthly career, with an increasing 
amount of spiritual prosperity. 

- * * 
"D,inrr out," are they? Well. we are 

pleased to record JJrosperity at Watford, 
Otley, Grundisburgh, St. Albans. and 
other places, noted in our columns; and 
of the unanimity among the Suffolk 
and ~orfolk Churches. 

* * 
And of a Eign of iife at Portsmouth ; 

also of the peg,ceful perseverence of the 
Bucks, Berks, Herts, and Oxon S. B. 
Association. May God's blessing rest 
on the Half-yearly Meeting on May 1st, 
at Bierton. The 111ater Association of 
Strict and Particular Baptists meet this 
year at Bradfield-St.-George, May 29th 
and :-iuth, when we ho]Je to see a large 
gatherin;t of "the living in Jerusalem." 
[See advertisement.] 

* • 
~ ot forgetting *Mr. Charles Hill's 

Jubilee, to be held at Stoke Ash, on the 
8th inst. We had hoped to have been 
with them, but must be left out in the 
cold. • * * 

Our highly-esteemed brother W, Flaok 
( of " Salem") is still confined to his 
bed ; for near six months he ho.a been 
laid aside, He is quite ready when the 
summons comes. 

* * 
The "Sunday School Hymnal," by 

W. Winters. We understand e. second 
edition of 10,000 of this favourite 
Sunday School Hymn Book is in the 
press. · 

* * 
The reason why this Book is making 

such rapid strides is because it is entirely 
free from Arminianism, Free-will, and 
Duty-faith. The next edition is to con
tain some instructions as to tunes for 
Hymns of peculiar metre. 

THE AGED PILGRIMS' CORNER. 
The Quarterly Record, just issued, will 
be gladly supplied to any friends 
asking for copies. It contains much 
interesting matter1 including a striking 
article on " Christian Giving," and some 
excellent poetry ~n * Psa. cxvi. 7 and 
CV. 8. * 

The 88th annual meeting at the 
Mansion House will take place on May 
27th. Particulars will be found among 
the advertisements; and a gathering 
equal to that of last year is anticipated. 

* * * By the decease of Mrs. Nunn, senr., 
the Hornsey-rise Asylum has lost a 
very valuable lady visitor, who had 
long been associated with the work. 
She entered into rest. on April 5th, and 
her mortal remains were interred by 
Mr. Sinden, in Kensal-green cemetery, 
on April 10th. 

* * 
The society's p:nsion expenditure 

now exceeds £8,400 per annum, and 
1.313 pensioners are upon the books. 
The work is thus rapidly expanding, 
and entails much responsibility upon 
the committee. 

* * * The auxiliaries have again proved 
most useful in aiding the Institution 
during the financial year, which closed 
on March 31st. Among them may be 
named the Surrey Tabernacle, Soho 
Chapel, Nunhead-green Chapel, Mount 
Zion, Marylebone, Croydon, Leicester, 
Blackheath, Lee, and Lewisham. 

l,larriag£. 
BANKS-WINTERS-On March 29th, 

1895, at Mount Zion chapel, Chadwell
street, in the presence of numerous 
friends, by Mr. E. Mitchell, assisted by 
Mr. R. E. Sears, John Waters Ilanks, to 
Mary, widow of the late William 
Winters, F. R. Hist. Soc., of Waltham 
Abbey, 
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( See page IGS.) 

~onal(5 ~onft~sion. 
BY EDWARD MITCHELL. 

"Salvation is of the Lord."-Jonah ii. 9, 

U- UR text, contains "an ocean of meaning in a drop of language." 
Coming originally from the mouth of Jonah, it embodies the creed 

of the true Church in all ages, and finds a living illustration in the ex
perience of every saved soul. Salvation is a word of great comprehen
sion; it includes all the tempora:l .deliverances experienued by the child 
of God, as well as spiritual and eternal salvation. In this paper we con
fine ourself chiefly to i~ higher relations. 

Salvation is of the Lord IN ITS CONTRIVANCE. God determined to 
save, and contrived the way in which He would accompliah His deter-

VoL. LI. JuNE, 1895. M 
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ruination. Thie; is a delightful fact, for i:t assu!'es 11s of His fJOodwi/1 
to1rard 11s. He was under no obligation to save. Justice might have 
ta ken its course, and God would have been glorified in our destruction. 
But there was love in His heart, and from His own mere good pleasure 
He re_solrnd to save, and_ co_ntri~ed the way to do it. Let no poor sinner 
despair or despond, for 1t 1s His pleasure to save; "He delighteth in 
mercy,'' and is "ready to pardon." It is delightful also because it 
_quamnters tlie rlwrader of salvation. God ever consults His own glory 
in all His works, and salvation is His greatest work; we are sure, there
fore, that nothing is omitted from the salvation He has designed· it is, 
and must be, every way complete. His ,own rights as the just La;giver 
and Judge of mankind have been secured. The honour of His own 
moral government has been cared for, while a free scope has been made 
for the exercise of His royal clemency. A full, complete, an abounding 
provision to meet all the necessities of the !faved ones has been provided. 
Nothing has been overlooked, either for time or eternity; all that can 
secure them here, and make them happy hereafter, is included in God's 
great scheme of salvation. Delightful, too, is this fact, because it affords 
us such a sweet view of the eternal Father. From eternity His thoughts 
toward His people have been thoughts of peace and lovf:l. The eternal 
mind was not occupied in planning how to make us dread spectacles of 
His awful justice, but in contriving a way to ete1;nally save us. 

" A monument of gracP,· 
A-sinner bought with blood, 

The streams of love I trace 
Up to the fountain, God! 

And in His sacred bosom see 
Eternal thoughts of love to me." _. 

This claims our adoration and admiration, fixes and fires our affections, 
ll.nd moves us to break forth in the joyous doxology, " Bl~ssed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Obrist, who bath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places, according as He bath chosen us in 
Him before the foundation of the world." 

Salvation is of the Lord in its MERITORIOL'S ACHIEVEMENT. Con
cerning creation it is written, "l;[e spake, ai;i,d it was." The heaven and 
earth were brought into being by the Word of the Lord. Salvation 
could not thus be accomplished, not because our God is not omnipotent, 
bnt because it is not merely a work of power. Salvation introduces us 
into the moral domain, and here right must stand before might. But 
what the Father had designed, the Son executes. He who stood as our 
Surety in eternity became our Substitute in time. The curse we had 
incurred, He endured. The breach our sin had made, His obedience 
repaired. The law we had dishonoured was by Him magnified and 
made honourable, and all His· people were meritoriously saved when He 
tXPired on the tree. This work of Jer,us is the ground ()f the redeemed 
si,zner's trust. Convinced of his own sinful and helpless estate, he rolls 
himself upon the crucified Saviour, and finds in His obedience unto 
death the sure ground for faith and hope to build upon. H is the joy 
of the pendent heart. Humbled, broken, softened, he gazes on the cruci
fied One, " and joy succeeds to smart," while he sings-

" Here it is I find my heaven, 
While upon the Lamb I gaze; 

Love I much? I'm much forgiven! 
I'm a miracle of g1·ace." 
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Salvation thus achieved by ,Jesus lJ,;l'es s1ur!etest ronji1Le,11;e to I hP srived. 
He not only discerns the love of God in saving him, but also perceives 
the wondrous harmony of the divine perfections shining therein. 
Righteousness and peace here meet together, while mercy and truth kiss 
each ot.her. All the divine perfections here so blessedly harmonize that 
he has no more to dread from justice than from mercy. This creates a 
sacred boldness, and, with the great apostle, he cries, "Who shall lay 
anything to the charge of God's elect ? " Our space prevents us entering 
into an attempt to describe the many blessed experiences a spiritual 
view of salvation achieved by our beloved Lord produces. How it 
abases, and yet exa,lts ! To what depths of self-abhorrence it leads, and 
to what heights of holy rejoicing it lifts! What completeness of self
renunciation it produces ! What profound reliance on Him it creates '. 
This aspect of salvation finds voice in the rapturous language of the 
redeemed on high, so beautifully paraphrased by Dr. Watts:-

" Worthy the Lamb that died, they cry, 
To be exalted thus; 

Worthy the Lamb, our lips reply, 
For He was slain for us." 

Salvation is of the Lord in its EFFECTUAL APPLICATIO:'< TO THOSE 
FOR WHOM IT WAS DESIGNED. Salvation, contrived and achieved, re
quires to be applied. Here the great worker is the Holy Spirit. Nor 
is His work in any wise inferior to that of the Father and the Son. 
The means of salvation are His. " Holy men of God " were moved by 
Him to write of our "common salvation." Prophets, apostles, minister,, 
were and are raised up, equipped, and furnished by Him to proclaim the 
glad tidings. He is the supreme Governor in the Church, and has ever 
directed the Gospel into different parts of the world as it has pleased 
Him. The power which works effectually is from Him. It is His office 
to quicken the soul, to open the heart to receive the Word, to convince 
of sin, righteousness, and judgment, to reveal and glorify the Saviour. 
In short, the whole work of the new creation which brings a sinner out 
of darkness into God's marvellous light, and causes him to pass from 
death to life, is effected solely by His divine grace and energy. The 
figment of man's will co-operating with His grace is unscriptural, and 
does not accord with fact in the experience of the saved. We have no 
will for spiritual good until He communicates it unto us. The mrryiw; 
on of the work is by Him. Where He begins the good work in tlie heart 
of a sinner He never forsakes it. He watches over the soul He has 
quickened, and guides it safely through all the mazes of diversified 
€xperiences and temptations, until He completes His work in landing 
the saved one in heaven in the presence of the Saviour. The final work 
of raising the bodies of the saints fit habitations for their glorified spirits 
is His also. What cauae we have to love the Holy and ever-blessed 
Spirit! How carefully should we heed His loving directions and ad
monitions! How tenderly should we cherish His ger;.tlest movements 
in our spirits! How jealously should we wat,ch lest we grieve our 
gracious Lord! Alas, we have often proved ungrateful and unmindful ! 
Gracious Spirit, pardon our multiplied transgressions, a.bide in our 
hearts, glorify our Lord in us, and lead us into all the trnth, fashion us 
in the image of Jesus, und enable us ever to give glory to God for His 
great salvation! 
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"Thou, with the Father and the Son, 
Art that mysterious Three-in-One, 

God blest for evermore: 
""hom, though we cannot comprehend, 
Feeling Thou art the sinne1·'s Friend, 

We love Thee and adore." 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.-No. VI. 
MR, T. JONES, ZroN, Nmv CRoss. 

E.A.RLY DAYS. 

DEAR BROTHER,-Iu compliance with your very kind request, I 
herewith send a few particulars of my early days, as leading up to 

the subsequent statement related at Zion, New Cross, on April 30, 1895, 
at public recognition services. 

Well, sir, I was never drowned, scalded, nor burned. I am thankful 
that, through mercy, I escaped these evils, which are the general incidents 
accompanying autobiographies; nevertheless, I narrowly escaped the 
undertaker, as the doctors gave me up as incurable over twenty years 
since, assigning as their reason that the left lung had gone, and the right 
was fast going. I must leave other peophi to judge of the accuracy of 
those professional gentlemen. 

In the month of August, 1846, in the busy time of harvest, it was 
said that a baby boy was born, that little stranger was your unworthy 
scribe. That common event took place in the southern part of Here
fordshire, not far from the beautiful and picturesque town called Ross, 
situated on the banks of the Wye. In a quiet rural district, among the 
rustic population, my lot was cast. My father was an honest, upright, 
und hard-working man, and my mother (who still lives) I loved with all 
the fervency of my little soul. I deeply regret to record the mournful 
fact that I have never known them troubled about soul-matters, so that 
I have no recollection of home training, neither had I any parent's 
prayers resting upon my mind and heart. 

I still have a vivid recollection of being sent to the parish church 
with clean pinafore and strong nailed boots. That was an uninteresting 
time to me, as the worthy vicar could not talk plain, owing to the roof of 
his mouth not being properly organised. At the age of eight years it 
was generally considered that as our people were poor and constant 
additions were made from time to time, I was drafted out as a fitting sub
ject to work on the farm. My young friends will smile at this. Time
has changed; at any rate, circumstances are very different now. There
were no School Boards nor officers to look after us. Well, I did not 
want them, having completed my school work in six months. At the
tender age, a mere child, I was a "farmer's boy," up at five in the 
morning with lantern and candle looking after the horses. Those were 
hard and cruel days. 

Before I had completed my twelfth year, I was bound an upprentice 
in the town of Ross. My master was a drunken, wicked fellow, who 
neither cared for man nor his Maker. He has long since gone to his grave. 
Here I learned wickedness, profanity, and vice, more than my work. It 
was here that a friend picked me up out of the gutter of sin, and pre
vailed upon me to go to Lhe f-\unday-school. There I learned to read ths 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 169 

Word of God; there I was taught the evil of sin, and the terrible doom 
awaiting the impenitent; there lasting impressions were made-impres
sions still green and fresh to my memory and heart. But charity for 
your limited space forbids my saying more. 

I am yours most heartily, T .. Jmrns. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES AT NEw U1t0ss, APRIL 30; 1895. 
This is a very special and momentous day to me, one in which I assume 

grave responsibilitiea, and takr, upon myself a work of great magnitude. 
It is, therefore, with mingled feelings of joy and fear, of hope and 
anxiety, I stand before you to-day. It is expected that some brief 
account of the way "He hath led me '' be related upon this auspicious 
occasion. Only an epitome of thirty years' Christian life, and over 
fourteen years' service in the Master's vineyard, can be given at this 
gathering. I am thankful that I can answer the usual questions altogether 
without a break, and thus economise our time. Four important r1 uestions 
are generally put-viz., Call by grace; Call to the ministry ; Call to the 
present sphere of active service; and What I intend to preach. The ques
tions, and the answers I may give, consummate the union of Church 
and pastor. 

CALL BY GRACE. 

I have no exciting story to relate in reference to the change wrought 
in my soul over thirty years ago. I may say that it pleased the Lord to 
commence that gracious work when I was young in years. Well can I 
remember while quite a boy being the subject of many convictions and 
,anxious thoughts. These convictions deepened until I realised my 
sinnership before God and my great need of an interest in that salvation 
of which I had heard and read about. For months I felt this need, 
,during which time I tried to pray, and attenrled the means of grace. In 
the set time it pleased my divine Saviour to cause the light to break in 
upon my soul, to remove my burden,and from that time I felt altogether 
a new being with new joy, new life, new hope, and new aspirations. I 
still possess a vivid recollection of the summer of 1864, for it was then 
the Lord graciously manifested Himself to me as my Saviour, my Lord, 
and my God." The Lord was pleased to bring me in at the south gate ; 
nevertheless, through all the experiences of life, trials, sorrows and 
.affliction, I have called to mind the one great event of my life, and it 
has brought tranquillity and joy to my soul-the mere recollection of 
that day's experience has been the means of reviving hope and confirm
ing faith. Since that time I have been identified with our beloved 
denomination, where I hope to remain steadfast to the end. 

CALL TO THE MINISTRY. 

For years I bad an intense desire to preach the Gospel of Christ, but, 
having bad no educational advantages when young, I felt myself incap
able of ministering to others while I needed so much teaching myself. 
However, I determined to improve my mind in that direction, and at 
once set about the task, and for several years I toiled on, reading and 
studying, keeping the secret locked up in my own heart. There were 
occasions when I offered prayer and conducted cottage meetings, and at 
some of these I read a chapter and made a few comments; and after a 
time I tried to speak from a text. It was in these exercises the founda
tion of my future life and work were laid. Passing over a period of 
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yearR, I come to the day when my ministry really commenced, that was 
o~ Jannar>· 2, 1880, at Cubberly, near Chelten_ham, Gloucestershire. My 
wife, two little ones,and myself had gone to reside in Uheltenham through 
the influence of some relatives. It was a new place to me, and, of course, 
I was an entire stranger there. After residing there some few months, 
quite unexp~ctedly a man whom I had never seen callt:d at the shop
were I was engaged and asked to see me. The object of that interview 
was to ask me to go to Cubberly in bis stead the following Lord's-day. I 
kn~w ~othing of the place-not even the way to it. He overcome all my 
obJect10ns, and I went. In the morning I preached from John xiii. 7,. 
and afternoon, Epb. ii. 19. This led the people to invite me to go again, 
which I consented to do. 

FIRST PASTORATE. 

Shortly afterward, Mr. Phillip Weaver, who had been pastor nearly 
twenty years, became unwell, so that my services were in great demand. 
Mr. W. '' fell on sleep" in the faith he had so long preached. Very soon 
the deacons called a special Church meeting to consider the desirability 
of electing some one of the supplies as pastor. My name was placed 
before the meeting, and every member voted in my favour. I felt con
strained to accede to their wishes, and for seven years and nine months 
I laboured there, enjoying greatest peace, and many were added to the 
Church. I cannot part from this period of my past history without saying 
with the prophet, " My soul bath them still in remembrance." 

SECOND PASTORATE. 

In the course of time, through the influence of my very highly-
esteemed friend, Mr. W. E. Thomsett, I received an invitation to supply 
the pulpit at Providence, Slaithwaite, whither I went for two.Lord's-dayS
in July, 1887. Very soon I received another invite for two Lord's-days, 
and also a request that I should supply the two first Sabbaths in each 
month for six months. This was very unexpected, and as inconvenient,. 
because at that time I was carrying on my business. However, after much 
exercise of mind, praying, and watching, I accepted their invitation, and 
soon received a call to the pastorate. There I laboured for six years, and 
found some of the warmest and most devoted friends, and a few of the
most unkind and inconsiderate enemies. The latter were a source of 
great trial to me, and an hindrance to the work of Christ in that place. 
This so affected my mind that I determined to leave as soon as I possibly 
could, which event took place the last Lord's-day in July, 1894. 

MY CALL TO THIS SPHERE. 

I had promised to preach at College-park, Lewisham, on July 23, 
1893, and knowing that Mr. Lynn had resigned the pastorate of this 
Church, I sent to the secretary, telling him that I had an engagement for 
one Lord's-day, and, if agreeable to the friends, I would supply one day 
here as I wished to spend a few days in London. In due course I 
received a few lines, informing me that they would be glad if I could 
supply the pulpit on July 30, which I did. My next visit was on October 
8. I believe on this second visit, I was asked if I was movable; to which I 
frankly answered that it was my intention of leaving where I was. My 
next visit was in February, 1894, having gone to Brighton the Sabbath 
before. The last time I supplied was April 22. Up to this date nothing 
definite had been arranged. But shortly after I received a letter from 
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brother Armstrong, making a proposal to this effect-vi~., "That the 
friends generally were of opinion that it would be well for all partieR 
concerned if I could see my way to supply for three or six months with 
a view to the pastorate." After due consideration, I felt that, as the 
people at Zion were acting so very deliberate, I would follow their example, 
and forwarded the following reply to them:-" That I would nndertake 
to supply the pulpit for twelve months, and at the end of nine months a 
meeting should be held to decide as to the future course we were to take.'' 
How that arrangement was carried out I leave to the friends present to 
determine. Permit me to say, that I have received universal kindness, 
love, and sympathy from all connected with this Church and congregation. 
Here I am with a deep conviction that I am were my Lord would have 
me be. "In the name of the Lord we set up our banners." 

WHAT I INTEND PREACHING, 

To those who worship here I need not say a word as to what I intend 
preaching-they can judge from the past as to what they may expect in 
the future. But as there are friends from other Churches, I may say 
that I intend, by the Lord's help, and relying upon the Spirit's teaching 
to follow upon the lines of my greatly-beloved and highly-esteemed pre
decessor, Mr. J. S. Anderson. Like him I intend preaching a full, free, 
and eternal redemption, through Christ Jesus our Lord. To show upon 
every possible occasion that the application of such truths-the conviction 
of sin, and the regeneration of man, is the work of the Holy Spirit. The 
fundamental doctrines of Christ's gospel will be the theme of the future 
as they have been in the past. 

I intend, by divine help, to preach the Gospel encouragingly to the 
people, and to steer clear of the deceptive bogs of Antinomianism. To 
follow the Bible, to study the cross, to know the mind of the Spirit, and 
to conform to the sublime truths which are embodied in the articles of 
our faith as Strict Baptists. The nature of a Gospel ministry is, 
" Christ died," " Christ risen," "Christ exalted." The Prince and 
Saviour, the Advocate and Intercessor. The great theme of a Gospel 
ministry is threefold. 

Doctrinal.-Which embodies all those fundamental truths which are 
contained in the grand revelation of God's great book-truths which 
form the foundation upon which the Church exists in the world. By 
this I mean all those cardinal truths and doctrines "Which constitute the 
glorious bulwarks of our faith and teaching. 

Experimental.-The truths of God are, by the effective operation of 
the Holy Spirit, so graciously interwoven into the soul's feelings that the 
lofty truths of inspiration become a part of the Christian's life: so that 
his daily hopes and aspirations to know the mind of God, as revealed in 
the Word, becomes an experience which will develop into conformity to 
t.he " Image of God's dear Son " here, and perfect likeness to our exalted 
Lord hereafter. 

Practice.-The teaching of Christ and His apostles is pre-eminently 
practical. Hence, while rigidly adhering to doctrinal and experimental 
truth, we certainly shall emphasize the preceptive teaching of the Word 
of God. 

Thus we have a Trinity before whom we reverently worship as Father, 
Son, and Spirit. We also have u Trinity of Gospel truth, which const~
tnte our ministry-viz., Doctrine, Experience, Practice. Such, then, 1s 
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the course we purpose pursuing. The Bible is oul' text-book; from it we 
never wish to depart; its freedom of thought is the keynote of our liberty 
-its light., the lamp t.o our pathway. While possessing the good old 
book. purchased by the blood of "the noble army of martyrs," we bow to 
no man-we acknowledge no authority but the Bible. Depending upon 
the promised help of its great Author, and the guidance of the divine 
Leader of the ransomed, we take upon us the responsibilities of. the 
ministry, and work here in the name of the ever-blessed Trinity. Asking 
you, in the apostle's words, " Brethren, pray for me, that utterance may 
be given me." 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
HoME .urn CoM)toN THINGs.-No. VI. MEAT. 

A FEW years ago I saw some books, entitled, "Things Not Generally 
Known"; and many curious, and some very useful and interesting 

little bits of information were contained therein. And it· very often 
happens, that among the i-ery common things of our every-day life, 
something not generally known, or if known, not generally remembered, 
may be said. A.nd this is the case concerning the matter riow before us 
-meat. Meat we generally take to mean the flesh of animals-beef, 
mutton, and the like ; but its old-fashioned meaning was any kind of 
food, and very often did not refer to flesh food at all. In some parts of 
our island home the" butcher" is called the "flesher," and when our 
Bible was translated we find the word meat used very often to describe 
what, in our common way of speaking, was not meat at all. 

Elijah was fed by an angel with bread and water, and be travelled 
in the strength of that meat for forty days, till he reached Horeb, the 
Mount of God. The " meat-offerings " spoken of in Leviticus i. were 
all of them either corn or flour, mingled with oil ; and the Revised 
-Version calls them meal instead of meat-offerings, So, when Jesus 
stood on the shore of the sea of Galilee He asked His disciples, 
·' Children, have ye any meat ? " And when He provided, them wi~h 
their morning repast, it was bread and fish that He gave them for the~r 
breakfast-meat. Again, we find Him assuring His timid friends that 1t 
was "He Himself" by asking, "Have ye here any meat?" Their 
answer to which was to give Him a piece of broiled fish, which He took 
and ate before them. Thus, meat is represented by fish, bread, and 
other kinds of food ; and the idea still lingers in our word "sweet
meats," although it is often shortened into "sweets," of which our 
young people generally-and some of the older ones, too-are very fond; 
and I have heard vl)getables called "green-meat," as contrasting with 
flesh food, or " butcher's meat." 

But I have been thinking chiefly of the word meat as applied to the 
refreshment and support of the mind and soul. Jesus said, "My meat 
is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work" 
(John iv.). This was a wonderful saying, when we think of the 
circumstances under which it was spoken. Jesus was going to Galilee, 
and pas8ing through Samaria He came to Jacob's well, and utterly 
weary and tired out He sat down beside the fountain that, far below the 
ground, yielded. sweet and cooling water to those who could draw it up. 
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He waq thirsty as well as tired, and evidently needed food also; hut 
wlien that poor woman came near, how readily the Saviour talked with 
her, gently leading· her step by step, till she was brought to see herself a 
sinner needing salvation, and to believe on Him as the promised 
Messiah, who should save His people from their sins. She did not give 
Him the water He asked her for, first through unwillingness, and then 
because she was too absorbed in what He had been telling her to think 
any more about it, yet Jesus was evidently refreshed by the joy of saving 
her, and, therefo::e, could tell His disciples He had "meat which they 
knew not of," and in the all-absorbing purpose of His life His own needs 
were for the time forgotten. 

Do we know.anything at all of this heavenly food ? have we ever 
wanted it? God's Word is food, and the apostle spoke of some 
Christians who could partake of strong meat or solid food, young men, 
and fathers in God's family ; and bread and butter, or bread and cheese 
would, in this sense, be strong meat, because they would come under the 
description of solid food. And I like to remember, that when Jesus feel 
the multitudes with those few loaves and fishes, there were children as 
well as men and women in the companies, and the same "meat " that 
supplied their mothers and fathers satisfied th&m. So, dear young 
friends, it is our heart's desire and prayer for you, that the same Gospel 
on which God's people have spiritually lived from age to age, which 
many of your own parents rejoice in to-day, and in the faith of which 
many whom we have known and loved have passed away, may be your 
food and your support also. It is the glory of God's Word that it is 
suited to both young and old, the wisest and the simplest, the weak and 
the strong. And it has often happened that the very same words that 
encourage and help the young seeker after Jesus gives comfort and joy to 
the aged and dying saint. God's people "grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of their Lord and Saviour," but they never outgrow or get 
beyond the precious promises and gracious invitations of His Word. 
" This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners"; and " Come unto Me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" are words that 
we prize more highly, and understand better, as we grow older in the ways 
of God, but they well suit the Christian all through the heavenward 
way. While that sweet assurance, "Him that cometh unto :Me I will in 
no wise cast out," has never seemed-so needful as when the believer has 
come near the end of his journey, and feeling how imperfect all his best 
services have been, and how sinful and unworthy he still remains, finds 
strong consolation in the broad, deep, unchanging promises of the God 
of grace. 

"Pressing onwards as we can, 
Still to this our hearts must tend, 

Where our earliest h~llfjbegan, 
There our last aspinngs, end." 

Dear young reader, have you ever eaten-do you ever long to eat 
this "meat" ? For while they who partake of this food, and they who 
hun"er for it also, are blessed, what but the exact opposite of blessing 
can be theirs· who never crave an interest in this holy portion ? With
out this heavenly food we must perish, for how shall we escape that 
I\Wful doom, if we neglect this great salvation. 

H. S. L. 
N 
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1\IH. ( 'HAHLES HILL'S ,JUBILEE AT STOKE ASH . 
• 1 ddi·e~, of the Chm·rh to it.~ Pasto1', 

DEAR SIR AND CHRISTIAN FRIEND,-Permit us, as the members 
of your attached Church and Congregation, to address you on this 

interesting occasion, when so many are assembled to congratulate you on 
the fact that you have been a preacher of the Gospel since 1842-that 
you were inducted to your first pastoral charge in 1845-and that you 
have been the honoured and beloved Minister of this Chapel for forty-five 
years. 

Great is our gratitude to the God of all grace for His goodness shown 
to you and to us. . 

Seven only remain who were members of the Church when first you 
came. Many of those who, one by OJJ.e, have been called home, were known 
to us; and we can testify how they prized your instruction, and how 
dear you were to them. Comforted and helped by your ministry, they 
lived to the glory of God and died in faith in His beloved Son, and 
their memory is still fragrant and precious in our midst. 

To us, who have followed these, your ministry has also proved a very 
great blessing. Many of us received our first religious impressions through 
your words. Not a few owe our call by sovereign grace to messages 
which were given you to deliver-while we all have, again and again, 
listened with sacred pleasure and profit to your fervent and eloquent 
expositions of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus. 

The young and old alike regard you as a wise counsellor, a safe con
fident, and a dear and much-loved friend . 

.A. pleasing feature of your extended labours among us has been the 
love invariably borne towards you by the children, a love which we are 
sure has been occasioned by your affection for them and your tender 
solicitude for their welfare. 

While you have been universally respected, you have always been 
loved most by those who knew you best, intimacy only serving to deepen 
affection and heighten regard. 

We reflect that you were for many years the friend and colleague of 
the honoured founders of our section of the Baptist Denomination in the 
county of Suffolk, and that your name will long be associated with those 
of George Wright, Samuel Collins, John Cooper, and other saintly men 
and devoted preachers of bygone years. 

It is our joy to recall that our beloved pastor was for an extended 
period so intimately connected with the Suffolk and Norfolk Associa
tion, r..nd was universally regarded as the most brilliant preacher that 
our Churches could furnish at our great annual gatherings. 

N'or must your laboura for the Suffolk and Norfolk Home Mission be 
overlooked. You long served it as its faithful and efficient Secretary; 
while your efforts for its welfare, both in this county and in the Metro
polis, are too well-known to need further reference. It cannot, however, 
be questioned that the present flourishing condition of the Society is not 
a little attributable to the vigour which, with God's good help, you infused 
into it, and your laboura in its interests in London, in days that are 
passed. 

You long occupied a prominent position as an advocate and champion 
of the rich and enriching doctrines of the distinguishing grace of the 
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'friune God; fearlessly opposing error while you ever made a precious 
Saviour in His P.ternal Deity, ancient glory, and mediatorial sufficiency 
yonr central and delightful theme. His cross you have uplifted high. 
His atoning blood you have presented as the only medinrn of divine 
mercy; and His peerless advocacy as our great High Priest above, the 
gronnd of a sinner's acceptance and blessing. These truths yon have 
taught us to love; and great has been the power with which, through the 
unction of the Holy Ghost, their delivery has been attended. 

Your devotion to the work of village preaching we must not over
iook. It was evident that you regarded this as a most important branch 
of your work, and many of your most eloquent and thoughtful sermons 
have been preached in humble cottage homes or to groups of rustic 
hearers assembled in the open air, under "the blue vault of heaven." 

But we forbear. "Your record is on high," and, doubtless, the 
future revelation of the use which the Lord has made of your ministry 
and influence will ba such as we can now form but little idea of. 
Meanwhile we content ourselves with recording our sense of the bless
ing you have proved in your several spheres of service for the great :Jfaster. 

The gracious answers to our earnest prayers for your recovery from your 
recent illness have filled our hearts with joy. We thank God for your 
comparative convalescence, while we implore Him still to "spare you 
that yon may recover strength before yon go hence and are no more.'' 

That your days of extended and prolonged exertion are passed, i~, we 
fear, too evident. Your future work will have to be almost entirely 
confined to your own people. But accept our assurance that, while yon 
are able to serve us, we shall continue to regard you with all affection 
and appreciation. We trust that you have yet many messages to deliver 
to us and many sheaves to gather before your day of work is over. 

When these meetings were first projected, it was laid on our hearts to 
present yon with a Testimonial of our regard; and it seemed good to us 
to invite your many friends at a distance to join us. Two appeals ,vere 
printed, one for circulation in our Churches in Suffolk, the other to be 
sent far and wide wherever a response might be anticipated. The latter 
was commended to public attention by forty-seven Baptist ministers, 
eleven of whom, though brethren honoured and beloved, are not of our 
•• faith and order"; and by thirty-eight Christian gentlemen-two of 
whom, also, do not belong to our immediate section of the Denomination. 
The results have been most encouraging as you will see from the long 
list of Subscribers given below. 

We bless God for putting the thought into our hearts. We thank 
the generous Donors not only for their gifts but for the expressions of 
ldndness which accompanied these. We tbauk our brethren J. E. 
Hitchcock and T. W. Colson for acting as Secretary and Treasurer. 
We also thank our good friends Lazarus Moss and Henry Bendell, for 
.acting so zealously as our Collectors; and we thank your and our friend 
W. Jeyes Styles, of London, who has wrought with them in this '' labom· 
of love." 

And now, dear Sir and Christian friend, we beg your acceptance of 
the result of their endeavours, while we pray that God may bless yon from 
this time forth and for evermore. 

A more, descriptive and comprehensive account of the services, with an 
illustration of the time-honoured sanctuary, by "our Stiffolk correspon
dent," will be found on page 185. But, as the event, in many respects, 
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is unique, ,rn have given greater prominence to the above excellent nnd 
loving Address of the Church to Mr. Hill, and also to the following 
opening speech of · 

MH. H. E. 81,:AHS, 

lf"l,r, zn-r,idrd al the Afte1·110011 Jfeeti11g, said:-
ThcrC' is s()mC'thing· almost nniqne in our scn·icc here to-rlay: for in all th(; 

.-r,nnt~· of :,;llffolk I don't think )'OH will finrl another Baptist pastoi'. who has 
l't·,·nc-h,·,1 t lw (1ospel for fifty-t" o years. 

I tlti11k om brother (;eoi-ge ]Tarris has preached abont fifty years anrl our 
hr,,th,·r 1l'illia111 Lm·_r1e is not far from his jubilee. Our brother 'rVi_llimn 
Du,.,, .. , has long retire,] frnm actiYc sen·ice. anrl is peaccfnlly waiting for the 
lt<•ltlc,rnrd <"nil. Onr hononrerl hrnther S. K. Hlaucl has been a preacher of the 
(~"'J'L'l for hfty yc-a_rs; _lmt_ ltc- is not a pastor of a Church. Very few, if any, 
111 a11_,. otlt,·r d0nonnnat1011 111 the conn~y of S~ffolk can speak of fiftv veco-s of 
p11,lum/ ,r"rl.-. anti fort,·-fo·e of them Ill one Church. Our brother 

CHARLES HILL 

sta11,l, 1,C'fore us to-rlay a monument of grace; a column covered with tirn 
insniptions uf goodness anrl mercy. His life is a book of God's own writing 
th<" 1n1g·cs uf which are adorned with the lfring pictures ·of God's sovereig1; 
Ion·.. I snpposc a bout three-fonrths of the inhabitants of this county have 
l,L"vll born since our brother began his first pastoral work at Cransford fifty 
,-('itr~ a~·(l. 

· \\-h~t a host of goril.,· meu, honoured anrl beloved, were preaching the 
Gospel 

FI F1T YEARS AGO ! 
fo Loll(lon, Jolin Sieren.~ was still preaching at Meard's-court. John ],oreman, 
Ja,,,"·' lrell.s. Charles Waters Banh, Johu Audre11:s Jones, Philip Dickerson, 
8anud .llilnN, Dand Curtis, J. L. Jfeeres (whose jubilee was celebrated last 
year). c;e,n·qe n-yai·d, aud a long list of brethren beloved, were engaged in the 
Lord's \\·ork i11 our own beloYerl denomination. Fifty years ago, George 
J/,,,·,~/1 had heen pastor at St. ~eot's thirty-five years. His jubilee was held 
ou the :\fo~· 22nd, 1860. I think at least six of the brethren present at that 
memoraule meeting li,-ed to see tlieir own ministerial jubilee. WilliainPttlmei·, 
I Ht)>pose, was at Chatteris, not only preaching, but using his pen in the 
dl"fenee of the truth: awl .!11!111 1/azdtvil was just beginning to speak in his 
]\foster·~ name. In Suffolk-dear old Suffolk-the chaste and spiritually
rniuded (;eorr1e lVright wa~ preaching Christ at Beccles; the argumentative, 
lirotherl.L gifteri J,,Jm C()uJJ!''" ,ms strong to labour at ,v attisham; and the 
rohust. manly, hold, lovillg, useful Samuel Collins was in the full tide of pros
)'erir:- at Grundisburgh. 

Luoking· at the list of pastorn in the Suffolk and Korfolk Association of 
Ii.ft~· :-ears ag-o, 0111" brother Charle., llzll is the only one in aetive service that 
i, left. Our brother has had three jubilees: .the jubilee of his natural life, the 
jnl,ilee uf his spiritual birth, and now the jubilee of his pastoral work. 

Bishop Potter recently told the following story: "Several years ago some 
of n, were asseml,led in Calvary Church, New York, to bear our testimony to 
tl,e life a11d i11fiuence of the late Dr. Edward Washburn. I may now venture 
to ,·iolate the confidence of a do1uestic incident which transpired then, and 
which, I tbink, yon will own to have its significance and appropriateness here. 
Urn, after another rose in their places in that crowded study to tell what they 
owed to the genius, to the high spirit, to the unswerving loyalty to duty, to 
tl1e splendid courage, to the rare scholarship, to the philosophic insight, to the 
vrovl,etic utterance of Edward Wai;hburn. · The testimony was done.- At the 
dour all the time there stood a sle]J(]er woman, who had stood, during his life, 
tH,arest to him of whom we spoke. I shall never forget her face-the passion 
uf it, a1,d the pathos of it-nur the power, tender but reproachful, with which 
i-;be spoke wben at length we were still: 'Oh, if !JOU loved Edwanl so, wh!f 
dir/11'/ yoa tfll 1,im of it id,ile lie, liced?'" 

\\' e are here to-day to praise the grac<:; of God, and to cheer the heart of 
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onr <lcar brother. 011e haH said: "Do not keep the alabaster boxes of yr,nr 
love and tenderneAH Healer! up 1111til your frienrh urn dear!. Fill tlH:ir liv<:s 
with HWeetneHH, Speak approving, cheering worrls, while their ears ,,ar, l,,,ar 
tl)em, a~rl while their heartH can be thrilled awl made happier by them: tl,c 
kmrl thmgH you mean to say when they arc gone say before they go. Thu 
flowers yon mean to Henri for their coffins senrl to brighten a11,l sweeten tlH:ir 
homes before they leave them. If my frienrls have alabaster boxes laid away, 
iull of fragrant perfnmes of sympathy anrl affection, whieh they intend t,, 
break over my dear! body, I woulrl rather they would bring them ont i11 111y 
weary anrl troubled hours, and open them, that I may be refresher! a11rl cheerer! 
by them while I need them. I would rather have a plain coffin without a 
flower, a fm1eral without an eulogy, than a life without the sweetness of lr,vr! 
and sympathy. Let us learn to anoint our friends beforehanrl for their burial. 
Post-mortem kindness does not cheer the burdened ~pirit. Flowers on tlw 
coffin cast no fragrance backward over the weary way.'' I have known anrl 
loved our brother Charles Hill for thirty-six years. He has heen a faitl,fnl 
pastor, and a true home missionary;'his village labours have been ahunrlant. 
But 

WHAT SERMONS IIE H.-1.S PRE.-1.CHED ! 
Who that has heard him in his prime will ever forget the oil!, old story 
so beautifully told! Our brother had a special gift. Some -rnay have thought 
him too flowery! But every man in his own order. All natnre seemed to lend 
him her treasui"es: sun, moon, and stars; comets and meteors; light and dark-
11ess! spring, summer, autumn, and winter; the dew and rain, the snow and 
frost; flowers, trees, and corn; the birds, and creatures of every kind; the 
,vind, the sea; thunder and lightning; the rocks and sanrls, the mountaius arnl 
the valley, all seemed to lay at his feet. His sermons were full of " like.,," 
and all in harmony with the written Word. For fifty years and more our dear 
brother has preached 

CHRIST, AND HilI CRUCIFIED. 

He has not worn out his subject. He will tell us, I doubt not, that Christ was 
never so real, the Gospel never so full, the \V ord never so pret:ious as it is 
to-day! I wonder how many sermons our brother has preached? How ma11y 
sinners he has instrumentally led to ihe Master's feet? How many hearts have 
been broken, and how many healed under his ministry? \Vbat tears have been 
dried! What burdens have been removed during these fifty years! The 
people have gathered all these years, satisfied with the food; and none tire,! of 
the old voice. Give God the glory! 

I have gathered a little bouquet from our brother's owu ganlen.-(We are-• 
-sorry that our space will not allow us to give this, but we nnrlerstand these 
extracts will appear in the June Life and Light.) 

COXCLUSION. 

Dear brother CHARLES HILL, we rejoice with you to-,lay; and wit!1 grateful 
feelings we listen to the joy bells of your jubilee. "The Lord hath done great 
things for you whereof we are glad." Eighteen years have passed away since 
I left the county of Suffolk; but the previous eighteen years of our comrade
ship are as fragrant and g-reen as the grass in spring. The memory of those 
happy years of service will never fade, either in time, or eternity. Sweetly 
sounds the joy-bells of your jubilee to-day! But another and happier jubilee 
.awaits you. Meanwhile, may you dwell in the land of Beulah among the 
flowers you love to gather. May angels' visits be more fre,1nent, and the 
Master's companionship more fully realised. May your remaining years be 
one holy walk with God: and as free from care, pain, and sorrow, as shall 
please your divine Lord. And when your journey is ended, the last battle 
fought, the last testimony on earth borne to sovereign grace aud covenant 
faithfulness,-then, surrounded with a host of loving friends, may yon luuk 
up to the parting sky, and witness the convoy of angelic spirits come to Jl'el't 
you; and then, as the shadows flee, and the everlasting day of eternity ,lawns; 
when visions of the past become a glorious reality; when you begin to •rnrobl' 
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f.,r 111<' 111Hriap:e frnst-tn la~· nsi,fo tlwse working garments of fl0Rii an(! 
hJ,,,,,J-thl'n. witlwnt a thorn in ~·om· pillow, or a rcgTct in yonr hrmHt, or a 
si;.:·I, or a gToa11: firmly fix,,,i npon the Roek of imnrntnhle trnth; sin g-,me for 
,·,·,·r in tlie hath nf hlorni; ma<le hcantifnl for eyer in the spotless rnhc of 
ri;.:·ht,·nnsnes,.-ma~· Jcsns Christ Himself kiss your spirit into the lip;ht the 
I,"·,·. the jn~·- the rest. ~nd the won<lerfnl glor'.y of Imm:11111cl"s Ian',!. 'The 
,.,.o"·n 1s there. thL· harp 1, there, the palm is there-your scat an<l song·. 

. '' Thin_\' e~·L'S shall see the King in His beauty, an(\ the larnl of far-\eaching 
1l1s(nJH'C'S -Y< 1l"I, .ll"flll,EE IXHEillTAXCE. 

RECONCILED! 
""·e were reconciltd to God Ly the death of His Eon,"-Rom. , •• 10. 

TnEAS_O~ i~ in the air. Some professed teachers and friends of 
Christianity, not now content with denying the divinity of our 

Lord, teach that His death was not for the purpose of reconciliation, 
and that the shedding of His precious blood was not with the object of 
making atoneme.nt; none was needed, and therefore none was effected, 
they say. But there is yet faith on the earth, and the heaven
inspired music of peace and salvation through the blood of the crucified 
and risen Redeemer still rings out sweet and clear, the glad tidings of 
the Gospel of the grace of God being proclaimed with no uncertain 
sound. For ali practical purposes the teaching of these deniers of the 
central truth of the cross of Christ is that we were not "reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son.'' But, God so helping us, we will 
continue to rely on the impregnable rock of Holy Scripture, which saith, 
" ,, e 1cer,, reconciled to God by the death of His Son,'' heeding not 
what men may say unto us. 

" Oh, the wondrous love of Jesus, to redeem u~ with His blood! 
Through His all-atoning merit, He has brought us DE!H to God," 

WJ,o were reconciled ? "The Church of God which He purchased 
with His own blood,·' comprised, undoubtedly, of those whom Jesus 
mentioned in His ever-memorable prayer, when He said, "I have mani
fested Thy name unto the men which Thou gavest Me out of the world; 
Thine they were, and Thou gavest them Me; " and also of those of 
whom He spake on another occasion, saying, "My sheep hear My voice, 
and I know them, and they follow Me: and I give unto them eternal 
life: and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of My hand." "Among whom" (all nations), saith the apostle, at the 
beginning of this epistle, "are ye also the called of Jesus Christ, . . • 
beloved of God, called to be saints." Who were reconciled? Those 
who by the convincing power of the Holy Spirit are given to 8ee and 
deplore their condition and character as ungodly, sinners, enemie8. 
offenders, without strength, and to yearn and inly cry for deliverance and 
salvation. This is the plain and definite answer of the chapter in which 
the text is found. Who were reconciled ? The dogma of the Roman 
Church, which absolutely denies all hope of salvation outside her own 
half-Pagan pale, has recently received new and special emphasis in the 
address delivered to the Catholic Truth Society Conference at Preston, 
on September 10th, by Cardinal Archbishop Vaughan. Nevertheless, 
it is true that the Son of God-who is " the same yesterday and to-day 
and for ever"-" when He had overcome the sharpness of death, opened' 
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the kingdom of heaven to all bel,;ever.~." Believers, not in the Rorn:rn 
Apostasy, but in the Gospel of the grace of God, emhodied in the glad 
tidings concerning His beloved Son, as set forth in the New Testamen~. 
the fulfilment of the Old. Therefore let us all who have by grace unrl 
faith received the atonement rejoice and joy in God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that reconciliation by the death of the Reconciler iR 
an accomplished fact (chap. iv. 24, 25). It is the transcendent fact 
that in all generations souls who have believed in ,Jesus, restin.2: 
in Christ's atonement by faith, have received forgiveness of sins, 
been relieved from the penalty of their guilt, and, accepter! in Christ 
as complete in Him, have possessed the consciousness of God's presence 
and favour, enjoying peace and communion with Him, as they nenr 
could before, or by any other way. 

" Upon the cross His life He gave, By God exalted from the dead, 
His people from their sins to save, He reigns on high the living Rend 
For them descended to the grave. Of every soul for whom He hled. 

Glory to the Reconciler! Glory to the Reconciler'." 

Observe some of the principal Pjfects of the death of Jesus, whereby 
"we were reconciled to God." We note that Jehovah's attitude 
towards His Church was not changed thereby. It was declared, made 
known, exhibited. Therein behold we what manner of love, and see 
bow God .so loved. While the Lord's attitude (being invariable) 
towards Bia people is unaltered, their attitude towards Him is utterly 
and entirely changed when the purpose of the Atonement is wrought in 
them by the gracious power of the Holy Spirit. They not only learn 
God's eternal hatred of sin and His eternal love of His Church, bnt 
they themselves come to have a perfect hatred and horror of every evil 
thought and way, awaking to a new consciousness of sin and to a new 
col)sciousness of God. The believer is infinitely more solicitous about 
the forgiveness, outblotting, and putting away of his sins, than be is 
qoncerned as to the remitting of the penalty of his guilt; while the 
hypocrite and the insincere think only of the penalty; the former 
(through the reconciliation) receives freedom from both, but the latter 
remains enchained. 

I would here ask consideration of certain physical, social, and other 
temporal consequents of sin which may remain during this mortal life 
in the case of the reconciled believer, these being instrumental, in many 
cases and in various ways, as part of the necessary discipline of bi5 
restored soul, and of the all things working together for bis spiritual 
well~being. The prodigal son returned-reconciled-to his father's 
heart and hearth and home, but not to be reimbursed with the "por
tion of goods'' which he had wasted in riotous living in the far country. 

Reconciled! Does that key-tone of heavenly music and rejoicing 
find its responsive echo in my soul ? Describing, as it does, the eternally 
happy condition of innumerable hosts, does it mean me? Has it 
brought peace, where there once was enmity and hatred, in my heart; 
nearness, in place of that estrangement when I was far off, by wicked 
works ; communion and fellowship with the Father and with His Son 
Jesus Christ, where my soul was aforetime dumb iu the silence of 
separating sin and spiritual death ? Reconciled ! The pardon and 
putting away of all that is wrong and repulsive into the oblivion that 
bath neither memory nor speech; and quite as surely, the gift of all 



18() THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

that is right and pure and acceptable with God. Reconciled! "This 
my i:nn was dead, and is ali,e aga.in." We were dead, but now we live 
in life eternal, the life which is evel'lasting, because it is worthy of per
petuat,ion. Then may the tmth solemnly impt-ess thee, 0 soul of mine, 
that the piwuring <'&use and effeoti,e source of this wondrous recon
ciliat.ion is the at•oning deat.h of .Tesus Obrist, which He "accomplished 
at Jernsalem." "We were l'e\.'-Onciled to God by IM deatli ~f' His &11." 

·• Fc,r me, I.ord Jt'Sus, Thou bast died, 
~nd I ba.e died with Thee : 

Thou 'rt risen: my bands Rre RU -untied ; 
Since Thou bast ma&e me free, 

The Father's face of radiant grace 
Shines now in love on me." 

Wherefore were we reconciled? The answer is to be found in the 
purpose a.nd lo,e and promise of.the Father, and the.unalterable (though 
for a time ali@ated) relationship of the people of His own creation and 
choice. "This people have I formed for Myself; they shall show forth 
My praise." Saith Isaiah: "I will make mention of the loving kind
nesses of the Lord and the praises of the Lord, according to all that 
the Lord hath bestowed on ns; and the great goodness toward the house 
of hr-ael which He hath bestowed on them, according to His mercie;; 
and according to the multitude of loviugkindnesses. For He said, 
5-nrely they are My people. · . . • So He was their 8aviour. In all 
their afflicriou He was afflicted, and the angel of. His presence saved 
them: in His lo,e and in _His pity He redeemed them ; " and therefore, 
as the ten at the head of this article declareth, " We were reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son." 
•· Come., let us join our cheerfu.l songs I 'Worthy the Lamb that died,' they cry, 

With angels round the throne, ' To be exalted thus ; ' 
Ten'thoma.nd thousand a.re their 'Worthy the Lamb,' our lips reply, 

But all their joys are one. [tongues For He was· slain/or u8.'' 

We have seen · that the reconcjli_ng death of the . Son of God 
made no change in the attitude of the heavenly Father towards His 
children ; but tha.t it does effect a radical change in · the attitude of 
the children towards their Father, s~ing it is they who are reconciled to 
Him, and not He to them (for which there was no occasion, no 
necessity); and now note we the chang!l which is wronght in the 
children tkemselt-es. They are not only pardoned and restored, but also 
renewed and s!l.nctified. In the case of the woman taken in adultery, 
"Jesus said, :S-either do I condemn thee: go thy way; from henceforth 
sin no more" ( .John viii. 11 ). And the sick man who had borne his 
infirmity eight-and-thirty year8, whom the Master found lying by 
Bethesda, and whom He healed, finding him afterwards in the Temple, 
Jesus said unto him, "Behold, thon art made whole; sin no more, lest 
a worse thing befall thee" (John v. 14). There a.re two elements 
absolutely necessary in this renewal as the fruit of applied reconciliation. 
First, the heart's condemnation of sin, which Divine grace enables the 
reconciled not only to denounce, but also-and especially-to renounce; 
and, secondly, consecration to God, respecting which please see Rom. 
xiv. 7-9, I Cor. vii. 23 ancl vi. 19, 20. · 

Dear reader, have we so learned reconciliation to God through the 
death of His Son as not alone to enjoy pardon, peace, and fellowship, 
but also to condemn and renounce the sin which necessitated it, being 
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henceforth consecrated unto God? Then let us hold forth the flambeau 
of this grand central truth of our Christian faith by voice and pen and 
lif~, praying and looking for the promised time when the knowledge of 
this glory of the Lord shall fill the earth as the waters cover the sea. 

SA,,IUEL BANJO'. 
The .Mead, Orpington, Kent. 

THE LATE MR. ~ATHAXIEL HART. 

j\fr dear father was born August 26th, 1818, at Stowupland, Suffolk. Very 
early in life he was the subject of much exereise of soul, and was first brought 
to think upon his state of sinfulness through the reading of the Wore! of God. 
The constant practice of his godly father was to gather his ehilllren round the 
table on Sunday evenings, and to have them read the Scriptures verse by verse. 
So very early were these impressions made upon his mind that, when <1uite ,1 

child, he frequently could not sleep at night, because of his exercises concerning 
his own state, and the thought of eternity and the punishment of the wieked. 
Other children seemed happy when he was miserable. I have heard him say 
that when engaged out of doors, he has laid down under a he\lge, and eried as 
if his heart would break. He always had a tender conscience. Previous to 
his being baptized and joining the Church, he was greatly helped from ,1 

sermon preaohed from Rom. viii. 38, 39, and mentioned it recently. He was 
asked if it was then that the Lord gave him the assurance of his salvation. He 
replied : "I never Imel the assurance that some speak of, but I know I \\'ils 
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happ~-... At anoth('r tinw, when reading· Psa. lxxiii. 25, he was qnitc melterT 
,lo,rn. On<' night hC' awoke with the worrls, "All that the Father gfreth 
11H' ... &c. He askC'rl the Lorri if they came from Him that He wonlrl lay them oa 
thl' ministC'r's mind to preach from the next Snnday. Mr. Snell came to 
ll!C'll<llesham that rlay, and took thosP words for his text. After the service he 
1;w11tion_ed the rna~tl'r to_ llh. Snell, who said that nntil he reached Haughley 
:--;tat10n 1t ,ms Ins mtent10n to preach from anoU1cr text, but that was taken 
inrn~- and this on(' gin•n. He was always a fearing one, and would often aHk 
the Lorri if hP ·.,-as decei,-ed to undecei\-e him, fearing hypocrisy, yet alwap, 
dinging to his little hope. Passages are marked in his Bible, and one· 
mentioned in his prayers lately (Job xxxvii. HJ): "Teach us what we shall say 
nnto him, for we cannot order our speech by reason of darkness." The Bible 
and Gadsby's Hymn Book were his constant companions, and the hymns Nos. 
t1;2, 299, 38G, 709, and 1,0IG are marked. He loved the pure Gospel, and the 
house of God "-as his delight. The last Lord's-day he was at chapel, some told 
him that he ought not to stay the evening, hut he said he should stay as long 
as he could. He great\~- profited under, and appreciated the miuistn- of, M(. 
Eqrns. and waR much lifted up under a sermon preached on Jamiary 27t11, 
from Heb;. iv. 9. Another sermon was frequently mentioned by him, as being 
mnch enjoyed; from Isa. lxvii. 18 ; and Psa. xxx. 5 was much upon his mind 
of late. 

On Saturday. March 2nd, he met ,,-ith what seemed but a slight accident, 
which, howe,-er, prm-ed to be of a serious nature, for on the following 
"-cdnesday, at 11 o'clock, he passed away. He died at his own home at 
iloolpit. Ou Tuesday afternoon he said that he had been looking back upon 
his "Hill Mizars," and asked to have Ko. 553, Rippon's Selection,read to him, 
and kept raising his hands, feeling that he could endorse the languag·e of the 
hymn. Such l1ymnR, which were his favourites, he mentioned, as " How sweet 
the name of Jesus sounds!" and "Sweet the moments rich in blessing." He 
said, "Happy songsters, "When shall I thy chorns join ? " and "Jesus, the 
vision of Thy face,H13.th o,·erpowering charms." In the evening he said, "Its 
au e,-erlasting song" ; and repeated, "I am Thine, Lord, save me!"," If such 
the s\\-eetness of the stream, what must the fountain be? " and "Till He bids 
I cannot die." To some friends who came to see him he said, "I shall sooll 
see the King in His beauty." And t'.l one he said, "Don't cry; you should 
rcjoiee "; his face beamed with heavenly joy. ,vhile passing away he gave 
such beautiful smiles, and kept raising liis hand, and saying, "Higlier ! 
higher!" ' 

This was the·h~ppy end of the earthly pilgrimage of one who through life, 
"Through fear of death, was subject to bondage." The funeral took pla~e Ott 

the 11th, at Rattlesden; Mr. Evans officiated. A large number of fnends 
gathered to pay their last respects to one whom they had long known and 
l"'-ed. 

On Lord's-day, March 17th, Mr. Evans preached the funeral sermon to a 
large and attentirn congregation, from Gen. xlix. 33 : "And when Jacob had 
made an end of commanding his sons, he g-athered up his feet into the. bed, 
and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people." 

A. H. HART. 

THE LATE JONATHAX COOK. 

JoxATHAX CooK fell asleep in Jesus on March 22nd. For upwards of fomtee11 
years deceased was the beloved and faithful pastor of the Baptist Chmch at 
i-intton, Suffolk, one of the humble, quiet workers in the Lord's vineyard; full 
of ,leep love for the little Churen, also for the work in which he was minis
terially e1waged; a true lover of peace, and would rather suffer personally than 
that the h.'lrmony of the Church should be disturbed. He was obliged to 
labour hard during the week for the support of his wife and family, and then 
would walk several miles to his chapel on the Lord's-day. ,vas highly 
refipecterl in the parish where he resided (l\fartlesham, 11ear Woodbridge); was 
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conHtitutio11ally WC[lk; was Heized with a severe colrl last :'\r,vemher. wl,i,·h 
prcve11tctl him from going to Sutton for Heveral Sabbaths. Being anxions t,, 
co11ti1111e his mnch loved work. he starter! too soon, resulting in the rnpt111·1e r,f 
n hloodvessel, which hastened his enrl, heing confined to his heel only six 
weeks from the time of the rupture, sweetly resigned to the will of the Lorri. 
Was calm am! submissive unrler all his suffering unto the end. Has ldt ~ 
wife and five children to mourn his loss. He was interred at Walrlringfield 
Baptist chapel (where he stood a member before he was pastor at Suttoi1) hy 
J. Andrews, the pasto, of the place, assisted hy brother R. Barrlens. r,f 
Ipswich. May the widow and family he comforted hy the Lorr!, anrl tli,, 
Church provided with as faithful a pastor and as devoted to its welfare. spiri-
tually and temporarily, as our brother Cook was. So prays J. A. 

THE LATE MR. PRESTO~ DAVIES. 

Mn. PRESTON DAVIES died at Harwich on Wednesday, :Way 1st, age Gi'i. He 
was seized with paralysis on the previous Friday, and at the time lost 
consciousness, and which he did not regain, except perhaps for a fe"· 
moments, but then he was not able to make himself understood, and lie 
·gradually got worse, and peacefully passed away .on \Vednesday. Mr. Da Yies 
has been the pastor of the Harwich Baptist Church for some years, and his. 
ministry was very acceptable, and his death, though not altogether unexpecterl, 
will be much regretted by the Baptist community, and a large circle of frienrls. 
Previous to coming to Harwich Mr. Davies held a confidential position "·itli 
Messrs. Baxter, Rose, and Norton, and afterwards with ::VIr. Robert Baxter, 
until the time of his death.-Hai-11:ich Neu:8mau. 

The mortal remains of the late Mr. Preston Davies, pastor of the Baptist 
Chapel, Harwich, were interred at Harwich Cemetery, Saturday, May -!th, the 
service being conducted by Mr. M. D. Morgan, minister of Cong-regational 
Chapel, Harwich, and attended by the principal members of the Church and 
congregation.-A. G. 

We deeply regret to have to record the death of Mr. Davies. '\Ye had hoperl 
for him a long and prosperous :future at Harwich, as an intelligent and earnest 
preacher of the distinguishing doctrines of grace. J. W. B. 

THE LATE EDWARD GILBERT. 

THE. VILLAGE PREACHER I:-1 HANTS, \VILTS, SOMERSET, &c. 

OUR departed brother fell asleep in Jesus, April 2, 18!J5, aged seventy-six, am1 
was interred in Bourneinouth cemetery, April 5. He was for many years a 
preacher in the surrounding villages, a lover of the distinguished doctrines of 
grace, and whose chief delight was to exalt a precious Christ. For years h1c 
eame over to Poulner from Boscombe, where he lived. From his first visit in 
1879 until his last in 1891, our hearts were knit together in Christ. :low hi,
face would light up, and tears would fall as he spoke of the love of God, anrl 
of the gniding, keeping, and sustaining power of His grace. The last time he> 
was at Ponlner, he preaehed in the morning from "Who shall separate ns from 
the love of Christ," &c., and in the evening from " Lo, I am with you ahrny.'· 
·&c. He loved to speak well of his Lord and Master, and shunned not to 
cl.eclare all the counsel of God. Such men are very scarce in the present day: 
would to God many more were influenced by the same Holy Spirit to contell(l 
for the Gospel of Christ. He was a man of Goel, a God-made preacher of the 
Gospel of His grace. The last time I was privileged to see him was ill 
March when I called at his home. I found him verv weak, but full of Christ. 
I said to him, " You know the ,·alL:e of the eve·rlasting anus now.•· lk 
replied, "Yes, how blessed!" and with a smile lighting his cou11te11ance, ex-
claimed, " I am going up! I am going up! " . . 

The text on the memorial carrl is," Thon wilt show me the path of life; m 
Thy presence is fulness of joy; at Thy rig·ht hand there are pleasures for enr
more." This is the blessed experience now of our dear friend. 
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1-1 is pastor supplies me with the following inforrnatio11. Our brother wa~ 
for some time deacon of the Bm,combe Baptist Church, but at the beginning of 
this year was ohlig;ed, owing to physical weakness to resign; hut the Church 
,rnnl,I not acc-c-pt his resignation, and appointed him honorary deacon. lliR 
end was so quiet, pcac-eful, and painless, that his friends did not know whether 
lie ,Yasin a natural sleep, or whether, like Enoch, "he was not." 

The funeral "·as conducte<l hy Mr. \V. V. Hobinson in the presence of a 
large nnmber of p0ople, an<l at the graYe <leceased's favomite hymn, "Hock 
◄1f ages,'' was sung. . 

On April 7, his pastor referred to dcceased's life and work from the text, 
'' "·ell done, good and faithful servant,'' &c., speaking specially of his work in 
Yillagcs aroun<l \Vincanton a1,d Bath, and of his being favoured to hol<l sweet 
fcllm,·ship and comniunion with Christ~ ..... 

That God may raise up many such faithful men to preach His glorious 
Gos1wl is the prayer of · E. DIFFEY. 

Ringwood. April :2:1, 1895. 

GONE HOME. 
Line., l('l'i//cr1 011 the Death of WILLIAM 

REGIXALD FORD, who accidentally shot 
ldmself on August 25th, 1894. 

BY H. J. WILEMAN, 
GO)l'E home! How sweet the word I 

Free from all care and strife, 
With Jesus, ever with the Lord; 

He's entered into life. 
Dear youth, thus early home, 

How much we miss thy face! 
TO.e ri,er's past, its wave, its foam·, 

Thine now the Lord's embrace. 
How short thy journey here, 

A few short cheerful miles l 
'Tis ours alone to drop the tear, 

Thine the eternal smiles. 
How swift the summons came I 

We feel our Lord knows best: 
Our loss is thy eternal gain, 

For heaven affords thee rest. 
'\\ .. e bow to Hie decree, 

Althongh we could have wished 
That useful years were given to thee 

Before thou wert dismissed. 
Lord, let us Jabour more 

In years allotted here ; 
.A.nd love Thee more before we soar 

To be with Thee in heaven. 

"TELL THEM I AM READY." 
BY PASTOR H.J. WILEMAN. 

Lines written on the Death of a Young Man 
after an operation. 

"FATHE!l, tell them I am ready," . 
Let the -doctor try his best; 

Let your faith and trust be steady, 
If he fails, I go to rest. 

Tiring now the pain of waiting, 
I am safe in J e,us' hands; 

I have been to Him relating 
How the trying matter stands. 

"Tell them I am ready," fearing 
Nothing, though 'tis hard to part; 

Let me feel Christ's love endearing, 
Let me lean upon His heart. 

Ready for the joyful summons, 
Ready for the song of joy. 

.Ready for the et~rnal mansions 
Perfect bliss without alloy. 

Ready for the song of glory, 
Ready for the harps of gold. 

Now to prove the grand old story 
That we·ve heard so often told. 

Ready ! are we really ready? 
Shorter may the summons be. 

God prepare us for the journey 
Down life's stream, to th' eternal sea. 

BETHNAL GBEEN.-The third anniversary of pastorate of Mr. G. W. Shepherd, at 
Hope, was observed on Tuesday, May 7th. A sermon was preached in the after
noon by Mr. Jones, of New Cross. After tea a goodly gathering assembled, the 
.chair being taken hy T. King, Esq., of the Surrey Tabernacle, who read the Scrip
tures, and brother Lovelock prayed. Mr. King then made a few kindly remarks to 
the assembled friends, and was followed by excellent addresses from brethren Jones, 
Dadswell, Parnell, and White. Mr. Shepherd briefly referred to the experiences of 
the past year, largely interrupted by his long and serious illness-to the great kind
ness of brethren ll;lsey and Peacock, and others who had supplied his lack_ of service, 
and finally to the statistics. "Numbering the people" does not seem to bo en• 
eouroged in the Word, and yet recording His mercies seems to be demanded. We 
had indeed no grounds for inflated remarks, but in thankfulness to God it fhould 
be mentioned that nine candidates had been baptized. Losses, however, by death 
.among the aged, and removals among the younger, bad counterbalanced this in
.crease. But, on the whole, they desired.to bless God and take courage. "The Lord 
hath been mindful of us," and He will bless us. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
JUBILEE SERVICES AT STOKE 

ASH, SD"FFOLK. 
To a very great many people situate in 
the village of Stoke Ash, and its 
immediate neighbourhood, the most 
attractive place is the Baptist Chapel, 
where Mr. C. Hill has, for 46 years, been 
pastor. N atura.lly, this spot is beautiful 
for situation, surrounded as it is by 
lovely evergreens waving in the breeze, 
yet the outside surroundings, though 
pleasant, is not its chief attraction. It 
is because so often, while the Gospel 
trumpet is being sounded, the flag of 
royalty is floating, and on its banners 
are inscribed: "Jehovah-Shammah"
" The Lord is there"-" The Lord of 
hosts is with us ; the God of Jacob is 
our refuge." But never did it seem 
more attractive than on the occasion 
when we celebrated our venerable 
pastor's jubilee, May 5th and 8th. 

On Lord's-day, May 5th, Mr. W. J. 
Styles preached morning and evening, 
to large congregations, appropriate and 
instructive eermons, which we listened 
to with much pleasure. In the after
noon Mr. Hill was helped to preach a 
powerful. interesting sermon, from 
Ga.I. i. 15, 16. In his usual eloquent 
sty le the preacher referred ( l) To the 
providence that . watched over the 
apostle from his birth ; (2) To his call 
by grace; (3) To the glorious liberty of 
the children of God Paul was favoured 
to enjoy; · (-1) To the loyal, loving 
Rervice the apostle was helped to render. 

Some of us felt glad to know the G-od 
of Paul watched over our pastor from 
his birth, called him by his grace, g-ave 
to him the glorious liberty of the 
children of God, and has helped him 
for over 50 years to preach the grand 
old Gospel in dear old Suffolk. 

Wednesday, May ~tb. dawns; the sun 
shines ; and many from all part, of 
Suffolk, from Norfolk, from London, 
and elsewhere, are travelling to one 
spot, namely-to Stoke Ash Baptist 
Uhapel. It was a lovely morning : the 
chapel was tastefully decorated with 
appropriate mottoes acd flowers ; 
nature seemed to harmonise with our 
feelings. On entering the chapel a 
sacred reverential feeling prevaded the 
mind, and we felt, "This is no.ae other 
than the house of God, the very gate of 
heaven." Ministerial brethren present 
from London were :-Beecher, Belcher, 
Box, Holden, Marsh, Mitchell, Sears, 
Styles, Shepherd; also Messrs. W. Abbott 
(Cha.dwell-street), R. Grace, A. Oaks 
(Should ham-street), J. Cooper ( West
hill, Wandsworth), Howard (Elim, 
Limehouse), and J. Jackson (formerly an 
old Sunday scholar and teacher in Stoke 
Ash Sabbath-school, now a Baptist 
minister, living at Sevenoaks. Kent). 
Ministerial brethren from Nor folk 
were :-T. L. Sa.pey (Claxton), Jarrod 
(Shelfanger), A. K. Davidson (Old 
Buckingham>, Clabburn (Carlton-Rode), 
J. Muskett (Yarmouth), J. Eastlaugh 
(Diss). While ministerial brethreu 
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from f-uffolk were :-R. 0. Bardens, 
W. Leggett, H. D. Tooke, L. H. Coll~, 
J. Hazelton, D. Bennett. B.A., J. R. 
Debnam, A. J. W11.rd, W. H. Evan~, 
W. H. R'\mon, D. Dickerson, A. Knell, 
and A. Morling, 

THE SERVICES. 

Before the time for service had 
arrived the chapel was well filled, and 
seats placed down the isles. The first 
thing we listened to was a short unique 
prayer for a blessing on the dafs 
1,roceedings, by Mr. W. J. Styles. Special 
hymn-sheets were printed for the 
occasion. Miss Bendall, assisted by an 
able choir, presided at the organ, and 
conducted the singing part of the 
serYice. Il,mn No. ii was sung; 
brother A. Knell read Isa. lxi.; and 
brother R. C. Ba.rdens sweetly led ns to 
the mercy-seat. Hymn Ko. 5 was sung; 
then, for the first time in our lives, 
many of us had the pleasure of listening 
to brother Box (of Soho) as he extolled 
a precious Christ, while preaching from 
Isa. Iii. 7. The text was beautiful, 
subject beautiful, our brother's language 
was beautiful ; and we felt, truly, our 
Christ is beautiful. and the message His 
servants bring about Him beautiful 
also-at least, it was so on this occasion. 
Hymn Xo. 10 was sung; a short. appro
priate prayer, by brother D. Bennett, 
brought this put of the service to a. 
dose. 

A cold dinner was provided in a barn, 
belonging to Mrs. Fulcher. which was 
nicely decorated with flowers and 
mottoes, and, with the well-spread 
tables and smiling faces, presented a 
picturesque, pleasant appearance. 

Before the time fixed for the after
noon service the chapel was filled in 
£very pa.rt. Brother R. E. Sears, with 
all his warm love for Suffolk, most 
admirably and ably filled the chair. 
Brother W. H. Ranson announced a 
hvmn : brother H. D. Tooke read Psa.. 
ex.Iv.: 'brother J. Hazelton implored the 
Divine blessing; then followed the 
oresident's address. unique in itself. 
fl'his will be found on another page.] 
Hymn No. 4 was given out bv brother 
Eg,stla.ugb (Diss). Brother Evans <of 
RattlesdenJ. Moderator of the Suffolk 
and Korfolk Association, produced and 
read a congratulatory resolution from 
the Committee of the Association to 
ilir. Hill, on the occasion of his jubilee. 
Ha,·ing read the address, Mr. Evans 
c~ncluded his remarks by praising the 
God of all grace for brother Charles 
Hill's life and labours. Brother L. H. 
Calls followed, presenting an album, 
containing and address congratulatinl!' 
Mr. Hill. from the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Home Mission Committee. After the 
address, Mr. Colla ma.de a few brief 
remarks, ea.using many of those who 
heard him .. not only to thank God for 
brother Hill's life and labours, but also 

for the gifts and grace bestowed on 
many of the younger ministerial 
brethren present, R. Gra.oe, Esq., gave 
out hymn No. 12, Brethren I!'. O. 
Holden and J. R. Debnam followed 
with appropriate addresses. Mr. Sapey 
announced hymn No. 15. Speeches by 
brethren Mitchell (of Oha.dwell-shreet) 
and Bennett, and the benediction 
brou11ht the afternoon service to a close'. 

After tea, at the 
F.YENING MEETING, 

Mr. Walter Abbott (deacon ofOhadwell
st!eet, London) presided, and commenced 
with a hymn. BL"Other A. K. Da.vidson 
read Psa.. lxxxvii., while brother A. J. 
Ward implored the Divine blessing. 
Another hymn, and the genial president 
spoke in high appreciative terms of the 
plea.sure he felt a.t seeing so large a. 
gathering, of listening to such good old
fashioned tunes. He thought a good 
many were gathered there on that 
occasion because they loved brother 
Hill, who for over 50 years had exalted 
Obrist. Mr. Mitchell read an address 
from the Church and congregation a.t 
Stoke Ash to Oharles Hill. [This is on 
another pa.ge.] Mr. Styles spoke of the 
kind way in which people had responded 
to the appeal to help swell a testimonial 
for brother Hill. He ha.d received re
sponses from London and the provinces, 
from almost all parts of England ; he 
had received a kind, courteous letter 
from Lord Henniker, speaking in high 
terms of Mr. Hill; he had letters from 
two Members of Parliament, and six 
J.P.'s. The chairman then produced a 
purse of antique pattern, but ma.de for 
the occasion by Miss Ha.slop, containing 
at one end two cheques, a.mounting to 
£191 13s. 6d., at the other end a £5 gold 
jubilee coin, presented by the chairman, 
ma.king the amount £196 133. 6d. This 
was now presented to our pastor, accom
panied by a. few loving, timely remarb, 
by Mr. ,l. E. Hitchcock. At this 
juncture the doxology was heartily 
sung. 

Mr. Hill rasponded, gratefully and 
lovingly ; appropriately expressing 
gratitude to God-the Source of all 
good-and thanking all far and nea.r, 
rich and poor, who had contributed 
towards the purse. In the course of his 
remarks, Mr. Hill enlightened us a bit 
as to the secret of how one man could be 
helped to so successfully preach the 
Gospel to one Church for so m9,ny years. 
If God !!'ave strength, he would not mind 
beginmng again. Though at times he 
felt weary, if he could begin again he 
would like to begin at Stoke Ash, for 
no place on ea.rth to him is like it. 

Short addrcsEes followed by Messrs. 
Jackson, Grace, Beecher, Belcher, Marsh, 
and Shepherd. 

Votes of thanks were aooorded to the 
singerd, to Mrs. J<'ulcher, to Mrs, Hitch
cock, to the ministerial, and other 
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friends who had come, and to all who 
had worked to make the day tnjoyable. 

The singing of the doxology and 
benediction brought these unique happy 
services to a close. 

The writer feels words are very poor 
and inadequate to express what the 
services really were. 'fhe poet expresses 
our feelings for us better than we 
can:-

" I have been there, ancl still wonld go; 
'Tis like a little heaven below.·• 

May the Lord add His ble3sing, and 
•through these jubilee services may glory 
redown to His name. So prays your 
·Suffolk correspondent-P. BARRELL. 

To MR. J, w. BANKS,-DEAR sm,-Before 
·the Stoke Ash Jubilee becomes a memory of 
the past, will you allow me to make the 
EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD 
·the medium of expressing some thanks 
·which are clue to generous friends. 

I am sorry that your remark about being 
·"left out in the co]cl" was not well received 
in Suffolk, and, in truth. it was uncalled for. 
None who did our friend Hill the honour of 
attending the services were specially invited, 

.ancl 
"None were excluded thence bot those 

Who did themselves exclude." 
Had you made your appearance, you would 
have received a warm ,velcome and the 

·kindliest hospitality-as, indeed, I myself 
·personally assured you. I had nothing to do 
with the Su:tl'olk Strict Baptist gatherings, 
and cannot therefore say to what extent 
these contributed to the noble testimonial. 
My sphere of operation was London and the 
province8. 

The first subscription which reached me 
was from the late Mrs. Harris, of "Green
woocl," and my list was increased by the 
names of Dr. W. Aldis Wright (of Cambridge 
University), R. L. Everitt, lli.P., F. S. 
Stevenson, M.P., and Messrs. Boulton (of 
Wisbech), J. J. Smith (of Watford), I. C. 
Johnson ( of Gravesend), Thomas Ridley ( of 
Bury), H. Fa.irfax Harwood (of Tndden
ham), and William Short (of Eye), all of 
whom holcl Her Majesty's Commission of 
the Peace. Lord Henniker not only for
warded a contribution, but sent a kindly 
and appreciative letter. Mr. Alderman 
Underwood, e1.:-mayor of Leicester, also 
favoured me with [t contribution. Messrs. 
Morris and Blomfield, B.A. (of Inswich), 
J. W. Ewing, M.A. (of Wandsworth, 
C. Oock (of Mersea), A. G. Brown (of 
Stepney), W. Emery (of Torquay), J. E. 
Perrin (late of Esher), Jackson (of Seven
oaks), J. K. Davidson (of Old Buckenham), 
F. James (of Peckham), E. T. D,wis, ,ind 
J. W. Bond, all Baptist mmisters of hi~h 
repute, assisted, while hardly one well
known name in our own se-::!tion of the 
Denomination is lacking from my list.. 

Fin[tlly, the churches at Pentside, Doyer: 
Eden, C[tmbridge; Elim, Limehouse: Zion, 
New Cross; Mount Zion, Oler ken well: Mount 
Zion, Hill-street; Rich1nond, Warboys; Pro
vidence, March: Gurney-road, Stratrord; 
West Ham-lane; Keppel-street.Soho, Should· 
ham-street: West-hill, Wandsworth: Cour
hind-grovoi L9icester, n..ncl Coln brook, mani· 
fcst'ed groat practical generosi t,y. I personally 
thank all who ,iidod me in my labour of love 
for my dAar friend ancl brother, and pmy 
that the Lord of glory m,iy remember them 
for good, ,is they considered His sernmt in 
his deolining ycars.-1 am, dettr sir, truly 

yonrs, W. JEYES STYLES, Ilon. Metropolitan 
Secretary. 

P.S.-I would specially note that the purse 
'' of antique p~Uern '' in which the cheqnc--; 
and Jubilee C:i piece were contH..inetl wa-; 
made by :Miss Eliza. Haslop, a great grand
daughter of the late John Andrews Jones. 

[Our remark," left out in the cold,"' shonld 
perhap~ be read "forced," not "left.'' The 
fact of the Jubilee services being fixed to take 
place jnst immediat,elypreceding the" .\sso
ciation" meeting prec'.lucled us a.ttending, a.:-, 
we had promised (D.V.J to he there. Could 
we have afforded the time, &e., we should 
have been glad to have put in an appear
ance at Stoke Ash. Onr esteem for ~Ir. 
Charles Hill is thoroughly hearty, and cannot, 
be expressed in words. We thank God ior 
such a long and useful life.-J. W. B.J 

MR. BROOME'.3 VALEDICTORY 
SERVICES AT FRESSINGFIELD. 
SERVICES of a saddening yet interesting 
nature were held here April 9, 18G5, in 
connection with the departure of pastor 
Caleb Broome, after twenty-eight years' 
faithful and laborious service. 

Mr. A. J. Ward, in the stead of Mr. 
S. K. Bland (who was unavoidably pre
vented), preached an instructive sermon 
in the afternoon. Tea was served, and 
the evening meeting was presided over 
by our old and well-tried friend ]\fr. 
Gowing, of Bricet. The devotional part 
of the service was feelingly concluded 
by A. J. Ward. 

The chairman said: Dear friends. I 
am glad to meet you each here. We 
have just been singing,·· Where we shall 
meet to part no more." Oh, that we 
each might be present at that meeting. 
This service I feel very keenly, and 
would gladly have seen some other 
friend occupy this position ; but the 
friends said "No," so I consented to do 
so, to bid farewell to you, dear brother, 
who have long sown the good seed in 
this place. Although you will do it no 
longer here, yet I trust you will Lot 
give up altogether, but still find at least 
partial employment in your Master's 
vineyard. 

Speaking to the Church, the chairman 
said: I well remember the time when 
this Church was left without a pastor 
before ; it will be a new experience to 
you now. You will need special grace 
and wisdom, but you will have a throne 
of grace to go to. We love brother 
Broome, for we know he loves the 
Master, and love begets love. I am 
thankful we a.re not met to say good
bye, for our brother will still reside in 
the district; but the painful part to me 
is that he is leaving this Church with
out a shepherd, and the dear lambs who 
are seeking after Jesus. How it will 
rejoice our brother's heart to know these 
are being oared for! I feel as if I wanted 
to have a share in this, for there on that 
gallery God spoke the word of peace to 
my soul, whioh will ever be a sacred 
spot to me. And now, dear brother 
Broome, I have a pleasant duty to per-



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

form. I ha Ye a little bag her<> contain
ing som0 golden coins, to which many 
friends have contributed, as 

A PARTING GIFT, 

iu recognition of your many years' 
faithful service here, and that of your 
dear wife in the Sabbath-school. It is 
not all given by Baptists. or even Non
conformists, but some is spontaneously 
given by Episcopalian friends. I don't 
feel that I can say much. There is joy 
and ,et sorrow. This is home to me 
because I was born here, and I don't like 
to think of Fressingfipld without brother 
Broome. and confess I should like to have 
seen him Jin• and die here: but. as 
brother \\' ard said this afternoon, God 
makes no mistakes. I think the contents 
of this baQ" will be a surprirn to many. 
but it is none too much, and I have the 
greatest pos,ible pleasure, brother 
Broome, in putting this bag into your 
hand containing £:H 10;;.: and be assured 
that both you and your dear wife live 
deep in our hearts. one and all. 

Mr. Broome said : Dear friends,· you 
have surprised me, and greatly cheered 
and encourag·ed me. Of course, I was 
not ignorant of what was going on, for 
the matter had oozed out as does the 
precious ointment. I confess I should 
have been a little surprised if I had 
been allowed to leave without some 
little recognition of many years' services 
in this place. Well. what is done to 
God's servants He takes as done to Him
self, and will not, I am sure, forget to 
reward the givers. I am a monument 
to His grace. Born in Jan. 7, 1826, I 
was earl, sent to work at a shilling per 
week, and I am indebted to the Sunday
school for what learning I was at that 
time able to obtain. To please my 
teacher I committed portions of Scrip
ture to memory, and thus became 
acq_nainted with the letter of the Word. 
But God led me to see myself a sinner, 
and at length I was enabled to see a 
bleeding Saviour by faith, and my 
burden was gone. A remark of my 
minister's arrested me-that God kept 
His servants in bondage to prepare them 
for preachinl!' the Gospel. Something 
said to me." 1-011 must preach it"; but I 
said, " No, not a poor nervous creature 
like me, that don't even know the 
Gospel." However. I was eventually 
led to do so, at first at cottage meetingsJ 
and afterwards at Stonham, where 1 
remained five years, and baptized forty
seven persons during this time; we 
built a gallery, and paid for it. But my 
work was done there, and I had nothing 
to do with my own coming here. I did 
not advertise myself. God's servants 
need not do that. But He Himself sent 
me here. I am sure of it, or I could not 
at times have borne up under what I 
have at times had to do here. However, 
I love the place, and if I die within 
thirty miles of it should like my body 

to be laid in the adjoining graveyard 
where lies the sleeping dust of many oi 
the excellent of the earth, and where I 
have spent hallowed seasons. After 
c.:iming here we had irood congreg·ations, 
and several converted to God. Nothing· 
encouraires a minifter like this. Many 
have profited under my ministry, I 
know, who are now in hel\ven. I have 
been greatly helped in my work by my 
dear wife. It is a great blessing to have 
a good wife and a quiet home. It is not 
all joy to be a minhter's wife ; we _go to 
them with our sighs and groans. Well, 
dear friende, I again thank you for your 
gift. I do esteem the kindness of those 
outside our denomination who have 
added to it, and whom I love. I deeply 
feel this parting, and could hardly have 
borne it but for believing it to be the 
will of God. But I shall often meet 
you in spirit, and soon in heaven, no 
more to part. 

After singing, Mr.Jarrett spoke of his 
love and esteem for brother Broome, and 
of his twenty-eight yeara' loving and 
faithful service in tbe cause of God 
here. Mr. J. R. Debnam, of Horham, 
alrn bore loving testimony to the ser
vices of brother Broome. and hoped yet 
to have many seasons of fellowahip with 
him ; he had been unflinching in pro
claiming salvation by grace in this 
village for twenty-eight years. "I 
(continued Mr. D.) have been his neigh
bour for fifteen years,.__ and never felt 
happier than now. .tSrother Broome 
came here with a good character, and 
leaves with one; none can point the 
finger of scorn at your pastor." 

The chairman said: I hope this mani
festation of love will still hold out, and 
not expire. I hope our dear hrotherwill 
continue in the work, although leaving 
his sphere of labour here. Dear friends, 
I should like to he in heaven, to meet 
our dear friends gone before and our 
blessed Jesus; but, while here, let our 
1uestion be, "Lord, whl\t wouldst Thou 
have me to do?" If God gives you the 
good seed, forget not to sow it, and may 
we all meet in heaven. Amen. 

E. R. GOLDSPINK. 

IPSWICH (BETHESDA).-The sixty
sixth anniversary of the cause here was 
celebrated on Lord's-day, April 28. Mr. 
P. Reynolds, who was to have preached 
to us, was prevented, but his place was 
very kindly filled by Mr. Copeland, of 
Croydon, whom we were pleased to 
welcome (for the first time) in the 
Master's name. In the morning He was 
helped blessedly to dilate on the words 
of the Psalmist: "0 give thanks unto 
the Lord: call upon His name," &c. In 
the afternoon we were directed to the 
words of the apostle: "If God be for us, 
who can be against us? " And in the 
evening the text was : " Come unto Me 
all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest"; also the 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

words that follow the above, aA to 
"taking the yoke,"" learning of Jesus,'' 
and resting entirely upon Him. Our 
congregations were not quite so large 
as usual, but those who gathered were 
repaid for ooming, in that they heard 
the same old truths brought forward in 
a manner worthy of a servant of God. 
Our brother Bardens, with his deacons, 
&o.J joined us at the afternoon service i. 
ana we noticed during the day severa 
old friends, who specially came to 
support us in commemorating the 
goodness of our God in keeping us 
together throughout another year. The 
proceeds of the day, including donations 
from members and friends at a distance, 
amounted to a little over £17. During 
the :past year, two deacons-brothers 
Goodmg and Churchyard-have been 
taken from us; others likewise have 
joined them. Our ranks have been 
thinned, but we pray for grace to 
submit to the Divine will, earnestly 
desiring that many more may be added 
to us of "those other sheep." On 
Lord's-day morning, May 12th, we held 
a special prayer-meeting on the behalf 
of the Suffolk and Norfolk Association, 
a goodly number joining us, amongst 
them being our highly-esteemed and 
venerable brother Mr. S. K. Bland, the 
indefatigable secretary of the same. It 
was a sweet and refreshing season to 
those present; many felt it good to be 
there,-A. E. GARRARD, 

BRIGHTON (SALEM, BOND-STREET). 
-We desire to record with heartfelt 
gratitude the manifest tokens of the 
Lord's favour in our midst1 and evident 
blessing. . We feel this to oe an answer 
to prayer, and are conscious that the 
Lord is again visiting this portion of 
His Zion with abundant covenant bless
ings. He bath remembered us in our 
low estate, for His mercy endnretb for 
ever.-H. J.C. 

REOOGNITJON OF PAST0R 
THOMAS JONES, AT ZfON CHAPEL, 

NEW CROSS. 
LORD'S-DAY, April 2f<, and Tuesday. 
April 80, may well be enshrined in the 
annals of this Church, as red-letter days. 
On the former, the pastor delivered two 
excellent discourses on the nature, 
object, proofs, and final success of the 
Gospel ministry, founding his remarks 
on 2 Cor. iv. I: "Therefore, seeing we 
have this ministry, as we have received 
mercy, we faint not." 

On Tuesday afternoon, Mr. W. B. 
Tbomsett, a former pastor of the Church 
at Slaithwaite, preached to a large con
gregation from the words-" Mercy 
·unto you, and peace, and love be multi
plied" (Jude 2); after which tea was 
served in the schoolroom, followed by a 
public meeting, when the chapel was 
well-filled with an intere3ted and sympa
thetic congregation, 

Mr. I. R. Wakelin (Keppel-street), 
presided, and after the hymn "Kindreil 
in Christ," had been heartily sung-, Mr. 
M. E. Green, then supplying at vY altham 
Abbey, read the Scriptures, and pastor 
F. C. Holden offered prayer. Mr. J.E. 
C. Armstrong (Church Secretary), gave 
a brief account of the way in which the 
Church bad been led in the good provi
dence of God, to invite Mr. Jones to 
supply for a time, and afterward by a 
unanimous vote to call him to the 
pastorate. He contrasted the present 
large and happy gathering with the 
larger but sadly mournful assembly in 
the same building just seven years 
before, when memorial services were 
held in connection with the removal of 
their beloved and much lamented pastor 
J. S. Anderson, whose successful 
ministry of nearly a quarter of a cen
tury, they prayed might be followed by 
an equally long and successful one by 
pastor Thomas Jones. 

Mr. Jones followed with an account of 
his call, &c., which appears in another 
page, together with an admirable por-

CRANSFORD.-Special services were trait of him. 
held here on Mondat and Tuesday, April Pastor Mitchell said the pastoral 
29 and 30. Mr. Co ls, of Beccles, con- office was but one of the outc'lmings of 
ducted the service on Monday and the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
several brethren supplicated the throne He received gifts for men, and this was 
of grace. A. goodly number gathered, one, and not the least of them,•· He gave 
and the Lord's gracious pres.ence was some apostles, &c." A gift to have its 
realised. On Tuesday brother Glasgow, completion must be received by those to 
of Tunstall, officiated, assisted by breth- whom it is made. God had said He 
ren Meadows ( of Bloxhall) and L. H. would" give them pastors after His own 
Coils. It did our heart good to see the heart to feed them." But some people 
people !looking to the dear old sane- seemed to want men to amuse them, to 
tuary, and we exclaimed flatter them, to tickle their fancies, or to 

"Lord, revive us! place before them anything rather than 
All our help must come from Thee." to find them with the pure milk of the 

We sang" All hail the power of Jesu's Gospel, or the strong meat of the Word. 
name," "Grace, 'tis a charming sound," It was his to instruct, exhort, reprove. 
and suoh-like old-fashioned hymns. warn and comfort. Let the Church 
We hope and pray a lastiul!' blessing remember that a great deal depends 
may rest on these evangelist10 services. upon it as well as upon the minister. 
To God be all the praise,-ONE WHO I Having prayed for a pastor it was 
WAS THERE, equally nece,sary to pray that he might 
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be sustRinPd and blessed. Rold up his 
hands by your presence and your gifts. 
He ,dshed brother ,T c>nes God-speed in 
his w0rk at Zion. 

Pastor G. W. Thomas (Watford) said, 
no Church could thrive or grow under 
a supply system, yet very few men were 
suitable for the pastoral office. A pastor 
should have a blind eye and a. deaf ear, 
as well as being quiet. observant, and 
sympathetic. Be trusted Mr. Jones 
would have a long and sucoessful 
ministry. and when his work was ended 
be able to say," Here am,I, and the chil
dren which God ha.th given me." 

Pastor E. White·s (Woolwich) text 
was " Feed the Church of God which He 
ha.th purchased with His own blood." 
It was not a. pa.stor·s work to make the 
material. but to gather it and U3e it. Out 
early in the morning cutting down the 
corn, binding it, carrying it home, 
thrashing and separating it, grinding 
a.nd ma.king it into bread for the suste
nance of the famishing. 

Pastor R. E. Sears ta.king for his text, 
·· Freely ye ha,e recei,ed. freely give," 
urged upon the Church the binding 
duty of pronding liberally and syst.e
matica.lly for the support of the 
minist:r,. 

Pastor Boi (Soho) enlarged upon the 
same theme, and was followed by pastors 
Shepherd 1Bethna.l-green). E. Marsh 
(Gurney-road\, Mu timer ( Brentford), 
Da.dswell (Clapham). Boulton (Peck
ham>, and Chilvers (Keppel-street). A 
collection for the Pastors· Annuity Fund 
a.nd the doxology and benediction 
brought this very successful meeting to 
a close.-A.LPH.!. 

BUCKS, BER,KS. HERTS. AND OXON 
ASSOCIATION OF STRICT BAP
TIST CHURCHES. 

THE half-yearly meeting of the Bucks, 
Berks, Herts, and Oxon Strict Baptist 
Association, was held in the Bierton 
Baptist Chapel, on Wednesday, May 1. A 
business meeting was held in the chapel 
at 1 o·clock, when a good number of 
ministers and delegates attended. Mr. 
Tilbury (of Wooburn) presided. The 
minutes of the last meeting were read 
and confirmed, and other business hav
ing been disposed of the following 
officers were elected for the elll!uing 
year:-President,D. Witton (Aylesbury); 
Yice-President, Mr. Tilbury (Wooburn); 
Secretary, Mr. J. Dulley (Wooburn); 
Treasurer, Mr. E. B. Lloyd (Wycombe); 
Committee, Messrs. J. Read and W. 
Chapman (Aylesbury), G. Ives, Price, 
Maunders. and Crook (Wycombe), A. 
Dearing (Biertoni, Roj!'era rChinnor), H· 
J. Wild (Colnbrook), J. Groom (Prest
wood), and J. Pearce (Lee Common). In 
the afternoon an excellent discourse 
was d<•livered to a good congregation by 
Mr. E. Mitchell, of London. Tea was 
afterwards 1,rovided. In the evening a 
1,ublic meeting was held, Mr. E. B. Lloyd 

occupying the oha.ir. The meeting w11• 
well attended by friends from the sur
rounding districts. 

The Chairma.n,in his opening remarks, 
said the Assooiation, under whose 
auspices they had met that evening, 
although as yet in its infancy, having 
only been started a.bout five yea.rsJ had 
done a. good work. It had renaered 
pecuniary a.id to several of the weaker 
churches, and had also assisted their 
ministerial brethren who had been 
brought low through affliction. Another 
feature of it was, it had never been in 
debt-(hea.r, hear)-but they had always 
had a. balance on the right side. He 
hoped they would still grow and in
crease. That year, in addition to assist
ing weaker churches, they had decided 
to devote a. small g-rant to assist the 
Aylesbury friends m their chapel im
provement. Some people had a.n idea. 
that bec:1.use their Association was small 
they would soon die out; but he never 
believed in that, and was one that would 
hang out to the last thread. He was 
glad to say there were indications of 
more unity, and he hoped this would 
still continue. 

The Secretary (Mr. J. Dulley) then 
presented his half-yearly report, which 
showed that favourable progress had 
been made by the Association, meetinga 
of various kinds havingbeenhelda.t the 
a.ssociated churches during the winter. 
The Metropolitan Association had also 
given them the right hand of fellow
ship, Mr. Lloyd and himself having 
attended their delegates' meeting at 
Brixton Tabernacle in March. He was 
also glad to report that collections had 
been made at several of the associated 
churches on behalf of their friends a.t 
Aylesbury; and he hoped that work 
would be blessed, so that they might 
have a Baptist Church in the old county 
town of Aylesbury that would not be 
beneath their notice. 

Excellent addresses were afterwards 
given by Messrs. E. Mitchell, and D. 
Witton, and Tilbury. The proceedings 
closed with a hearty vote of thanks to 
the Bierton friends for their cordial 
reception. 
[We sincerely rejoice a.t the hearty per

severance and prosperity of this Asso
ciation. May " the little one become 
athousa.nd."-J. W. B.] 

JUBILEE JOTTINGS AT ENON, 
CHATHAM. 

SERYICES of a very interesting nature 
were held on Wednesday, April 24, 1895, 
to thank the Lord for all His goodness 
and mercy for 50 years. The afternoon 
was esprcially devoted to the young, 
when an instructive discourse was 
preached by brother R. E. Sears, based 
on five words, which were handled in a 
very interesting way. 1st, "Sin will 
find you out." 2nd, "Ye must be born 
again." 3rd, "By grace ye are saved." 
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.fth, "Sirs, we would see ,Jesus." ~th, 
"Behold the Lamb of God.'' lith, "The 
precious blood of Christ." 7th1 '' Now 
1s the 11cceptAd time." 8th, ' I will 
give you rest." 9th, "Who went a.bout 
doing good." 10th, "Do 11s I have done." 
11th, "The Lord is my Shepherd:' 12th, 
"They shall see His face." 

At the close the scholars and friends 
took tee.. The interval was filled by 
recounting the faithfulness of our 
covenant-keeping God, and old friend
ships. 

At the public meeting, over which 
our esteemed friend I. R. Wakelin pre
sided, the chapel was well filled. After 
singing and reading the Word, brother 
,J. Casse, sen., besought the blessing of 
the Lord in a short but earnest prayer, 
to which a hearty "Amen" was added. 
The Chairman called upon the Superin
tendent to read the report. and to 
address the meeting, which he did, 
with a few remarks upon the words, 
"Be thankful" (Psa. c.). 

From the statement read the follow
ing is culled: "The school originated 
in the old Enon chapel, High-street, 
Chatham, in April, 1845, the Lord hav
ing constrained several dear friends to 
seek the spiritual welfare of the young 
by whom they were surrounded. Many 
friends will call to mind the old build
ing, where so many of His faithful 
servants loved to preach the wonders 
of redeeming love. The names of Thos. 
Jones'pC. W. Banks, W. H. Bonner, H. 
Hall, ope (of Meopham), F. Stringer, 
with John Bennett and W. F. Edferton 
as pastors, and many others. wil long 
be remembered. Occasionally, too, has 
the voice of the late beloved pastor of 
the Surrey Tabernacle, Jam6s Wells, 
been heard at anniversaries, &:c.: nor 
must the services rendered by the late 
Thos. Wall, G. Shepherd, and our brother 
F. Shaw, now of Brighton, be forgotten. 
Of the superintendents who have pre
sided over the school, seven in number, 
appear the names of William Peploe, 
J. Casse, sen., Jonathan Clarke, Chas. 
Martin, James Thomas,G. B. Vanheson, 
and the present occupier, E. Casse, all 
of whom have found delight in the 
work and labour of love. Of those re
maining, our dear brother J. Casse has 
been connected with the Church and 
school from their commencement. 
Reference was made to some former 
scholars, amongst them being our 
beloved brother S. Gray, of Brighton, 
George Dumaday, member at Zion, New 
Cross, Wm. Palmer, of Kew Brompton, 
the two latter being present and 
addressing the meeting, giving several 
interesting incidents which occurred 
when they, with others, met as boys in 
the school. With deep gratitude, the 
report closed with the most important 
feature that the labours of former 
teachers had been blessed to the hearts 
of many." 

Cheering and encouraging- addresses 
were then given by brethren I. R. 
Wakelini~R. E. Sears, J. Casse, sen., and 
W. P. Hammond, after which each 
teacher and ~cholar were presented 
with a beautifully illuminated card, on 
which was stated the nature of the 
commemoration, and underneath the 
suitable scripture, "One generation 
shall praise Thy works unto another, 
and shall declare Thy mig-hty acts." 
These were handed to each with a loving 
word from the chairman. Special 
hymn-sheet9 were provided, to which 
suitable tunes were arranged. With 
hearty thanks to the chairman these 
memorable services were brought to a 
close, and we desire to thank the dear 
friends who rallied round and supported 
us so heartily; and may the rich bless
ing of our unchanging God rest upon 
the scholars, teachers. and friends at 
Enon is the earnest desire of - THE 
SUPERINTENDENT. 

Bl"RY-ST.-EDMl"~i'DS. - On April 
9th the church and congregation here 
celebrated their deliverance from the 
burden of the old debt by holding 
public thanksgiving services. Mr. P. 
Reynolds preached both morning and 
evening. Tea was provided, and to both 
services and tea very encouraging num
bers came. Our brother preached with 
much e11Tnestness and power, and was 
listened to with great pleasure and 
profit. We thought the subject of his 
discourse in the afternoon most appro
priate. "And Hezekiah rejoiced and all 
the people, that God had prepared the 
people, for the thing was done sud
denly" (2 Chron. xxi.:s:. 36). The even
ing's discourse was based upon Isa. iii. 
1. We had a good day, and we are 
praying, hoping, seeki'lg for better and 
brighter days in the future.-A. H. H. 

A GLAD DAY AT CLAXTOX. 
NORFOLK. 

THE pastor's (T. L. Sapey) anniversary 
was celebrated on Easter Monday. 
Friends came from every quarter. Nor
wich sent a good contingent, Beccles 
was represented by about !O, while in 
the immediate neighbourhood friends 
seemed all intent on being present, and 
within a radius of four miles every Yil
lag-e was represented. 

Pastor L. H. Coils preached an excel
lent discourse in the afternoon. Many 
of us felt our spiritual life to be very 
dwarfish compared with the grand 
possibilities held out in the Word of 
God. 

We believe the flame of holy zeal was. 
fanned by a divine breeze. Ma[ the 
quickening last. not spend itsel out, 
but gather and increase as it rolls on .. 
About 200 to ten were attended to. 

In the evening- a larg-e audience 
assembled, who were addressed by 
brethren J. Dunham, J. ~lusket, 
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be sustained and blessed. Hold up his occupying the chair. The meeting was 
hands by your presence and your gifts. well attended by friends from the sur
He wished brother ,Tones God-speed in rounding districts. 
his w0rk st Zion. The Chairman,in his opening remarks, 

Past<>r G. W. Thomas (Watfor,1) said, said the As-."<ICiation, under whose 
no Chn~h ronld thriTI' or grow under auspices they had met that evening, 
s supply s~~m. yet '\"err few men "\TI!re &I.though as yet in its infancy, having 
suitable for the ps:;,.toral office. A. ;:,a..«tor only been started about five ye&?!!, had 
5honld haw a blind eye and a deaf ear. done a good work. It had rendered 
s.;. well as b..>ing '-lniet. ob..~rl"allt, an,l pecuniary aid t-0 severM of the weaker 
sympubt>ti(\. He trnstro Yr. Jones · ohurohes, and had also a...<>sisted their 
wonld haTI' a long and snociessfnl ministerial brethren who had been 
ministr'\". and whe.n his work W&s endt'd brought low thron~h affliction. Another 
be a.ble t-o say.'" Here am,I. and the chil· feature of it was, 1t had never been in 
dren which God bath given me.'' debt-(hear, hear)-but they had always 

Past-or E. Whit-e·s (Woolwich) text had a balance on the right side. He 
was " Feed the Chnroh of God which He hoped they would still grow and in
hath purchased with His own blood." crease. That year, in addition toassist
It was not a pastor·s work to make the ing weaker churches, they had decided 
material. but to gather it and n3e it. Out to devote a small !!"rant to assist the 
early in the morning cutting down the Aylesbury friends m their chapel im
oorn, binding it, carrying it home, provement. Some people had an idea 
thrashing and separating it, grinding that because their Association was small 
and making it into bread for the snste- they wonld soon die out; but he never 
nance of the fa.mishing. believed in that,and was one that would 

Pa..«t0r R. E. Sears ta.king for his text, hang out to the last thread. He was 
·· Freely re ha'\"e recefred. freely give." glad to say there were indications of 
mged upon the Church the binding more unity, and he hoped this would 
dury c,f protidine- liberally and syste- still continue. 
=-ica.lly for the support of the The Secretary (Mr. J. Dolley) then 
rn'-.,i=Y- presented his h&lf-yearly report. which 

PL.=: B= i5.:;ho ', enlarged upon the showed th&t fa.vonrable progress had 
,sune th.-.me.. and.-..;; followed by pa.."ttlrS been made by the Association, meetingil 
:-hepbero Bedmal-izreen). R 1lar.sh I of n.rion;; kinds ha.nngbeenheldat the 
t~-r,."Q,Q, • Iurimer Brentfmd), IIESl>Ciated churches during the wint.er. 

Dad,,--i.ell , C-apham,. Boulton (Peele- The Metropolitan Association had &I.so 
h.a.n:... a.nd Chilvers ,),::eppel--rtrret). A given them the right hand of fellow
collection for the Pa...<:t.on;· Annuity Fond ship, Mr. Lloyd and himself ha.ving 
and the doxology and benediction attended their dele,.<>ates' meeting at 
brought this very Stl.OOeS8ful meeting to Bri.xt.on Tabernacle in March. He was 
a close.-ALPIU. &I.so glad to report that collections had 

been made at several of the associated 
BlJCKS. BERKS. HERTS. A...'\D OXON churches on behalf of their friends at 

ASSOCIATIO~ OF STRICT BAP- Aylesbury; and he hoped that work 
TIST CffC"RCHES. would be blessed, so that they might 

THE ha.If-yearly meeting of the Bucks, have a Baptist Church in the old county 
Berks, Herts, and Oxon Strict Baptist town of Aylesbury that would not be 
A.ssoci.ation, was held in the Bierton beneath their notice. 
Baptist Cha.pel, on Wednesday, May 1. A Excellent addresses were afterwards 
business meeting wae held in the cha.pel given by Messrs. E. Mitchell, and D. 
at 1 o·clock, when a good nnmber of Witt.on, and Tilbury. The proceedings 
mini,,-ren and delegate, a.ttended- Mr. clOl!ed with a hearty vote of thanks to 
Tilbn.ry of WoobumJ preEided- The the Bierton friends for their cordial 
~im:.-:e; of tile l&,,-c meeting were read I reception_ 
~ ro""=ed. &!id othe!- bUEines;; hav- [We ancerelr rejoice at the hearty per
~ ~ cb--,:.r..eai of me following ! severance and prosperity of this Al!&l-
c"" OP"" .-~ ~..a:i for the en..awng clarion_ Yay ~ the little one become 
:_,-~-P~. U-r= Aylesbury,; athons,md.".:...J. W. B.] 
1l!:>E-P~L llr. rilbury •°Woobnrn): 
~....__.-y. llr. J. Dnlley •Woobnrn); 
T:reae-u....-er_ Mr. E. B. Lloyd (WyoombeJ; 
Gommiu.ee, llesrri'. J. Bead and W. 
Chapman !Aylesbury), G. lveE, Price, 
.Maunders. and Crook (Wycombe), A. 
Dea.ring (BiertonJ, Rogere rChinnor ), H· 
J. Wild (Colnbrook), J. Groom (Prest
wood), and J.Pearce !Lee Common). In 
the afternoon an excellent discourse 
was delivered to a good congregation by 
Mr. E. Mitchell, of London. Tea. was 
afterwarCU! i,rovided. In the evening a 
i,ublic meeting was held, Mr. E. B. Lloyd 

JC"BILEE JOTTIXG-S AT E~OX, 
CHATHAM. 

SERTICES of a very interesting nature 
were held on Wednesday, April 24, 1895, 
to thank the Lord for all His goodness 
and mercy for 50 years. The afternoon 
was especially devoted to the young, 
when an instructive discourse was 
preached by brother R. E. Sears, based 
on five words, which were handled in a 
very interesting way. let, "Sin will 
find you out." 2nd, "Ye must be born 
again." 3rd, "By grace ye are saved." 
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Hh, 11 8ire, we would see J esuR." ~th, 
"Behold the Lamb of God.'' lith. "The 
preoious blood of Obrist.'' 7th, ·• Now 
is the accepted time." 8th. "I will 
give you rest." 9th, 11 Who went about 
doing good." 10th, 11 Do as I have done.'' 
11th, "The Lord is my Shepherd:' 12th, 
"They shall see His face.'' 

At the close the scholars nnd friends 
took tea. The interval was filled by 
recounting the faithfulness of our 
covenant-keeping God, and old friend
ships. 

At the public meeting, over which 
our esteemed friend I. R. Wakelin pre
sided, the chapel was well filled. After 
singing and reading the Word, brother 
,J. Oasse, sen., besought the blessing of 
the Lord in a short but earnest prayer, 
to which a hearty" Amen" was added. 
The Ohairman called upon the Superin
tendent to read the report, and to 
address the meeting, which he did, 
with a few remarks upon the words, 
11 Be thankful" (Psa. c.). 

From the statement read the follow
ing is culled: "The school originated 
in the old Enon chapel, High-street, 
Ohatham, in April, 1845, the Lord hav
ing constrained several dear friends to 
seek the spiritual welfare of the young 
by whom they were surrounded. Mnny 
friends will call to mind the old build
ing, where so many of His faithful 
servants loved to preach the wonders 
of redeeming love. The names of Tbos. 
Jones, 0. W. Banks, 'W. H. Bonner, H. 
Hall, Pope (of Meopbam), F. Stringer, 
with John Bennett and W. F. Edgerton 
as pastors, and many others, will long 
be remembered. Occasionally, too, has 
the voice of the late beloved pastor of 
the Surrey Tabernacle, James Wells, 
been beard at anniversaries, &c.; nor 
must the services rendered by the late 
Thos. Wall, G. Shepherd, and our brother 
F. Shaw, now of Brighton, be forgotten. 
Of the superintendents who have pre
sided over the school, seven in number, 
appear the names of William Peploe, 
J. Oasse, sen., Jonathan Clarke. Chas. 
Martin, James Thomas,G. B. ,anheson, 
and the present occupier, E. Casse, all 
of whom have found delight in the 
work nnd labour of love. Of those re
maining. our dear brother J. Casse bas 
been connected with the Church and 
school from their commencement. 
Reference was made to some former 
scholars, amongst them being our 
beloved brother S. Gray, of Brighton, 
George Dumsday, member at Zion, New 
Cross, Wm. Palmer, of Kew Brompton, 
the two latter being present and 
addressing the meeting, giving several 
interesting incidents which occurred 
when they, with others, met as boys in 
the school. With deep gratitude, the 
report closed with the most important 
feature that the labours of former 
teachers had been blessed to the hearts 
of many." 

Cheering and encouraging addresses 
were then given by brethren I. R. 
Wakelini._R. E. Sears, ,J. Casse, sen., and 
W. P. Hammond, after which each 
teacher and dcholar were presented 
with a beautifully illuminated card, on 
which was stated the natare of the 
commemoration, and underneath the 
suitable scriptare. "One generation 
shall praise Thy works unto another, 
and shall declare Thy mi!l'hty acts." 
These were handed to each w1 th a loving 
word from the chairman. Special 
hymn-sheets were provided, to which 
suitable tunes were arranged. With 
hearty thanks to the chairman these 
memorable services were brought to a 
close, and we desire to thank the dear 
friends who rallied round and supported 
us so heartily; and may the rich bless
ing of our unchanging God rest upon 
the scholars, teachers. and friends at 
Enon is the earnest desire of - THE 
SUPERINTENDENT. 

BURY-ST.-EDMI'NDS. - On April 
9th the church and congregation here 
celebrated their deliverance from the 
burden of the old debt by holding 
public tha.n.ksgi,ing services. Mr. P. 
Reynolds preached both morning and 
evening. Tea was provided, and to both 
services and tea very encouraging num
bers came. Our brother preached with 
much earnestness and power, and wa.s 
listened to with great plea.sure and 
profit. We thought the subject of his 
discourse in the afternoon most appro
priate. "And Hezekiah rejoiced and all 
the people, that God had prepared the 
people, for the thing was done sud
denly" (2 Chron. xxix. 36). The even
ing's discourse was based upon Isa. iii. 
1. We had a good day, and we are 
praying, hoping, seeki.!ig for better and 
brighter days in the future.-A. H. H. 

A GLAD DAT AT CLAXTOX. 
NORFOLK. 

THE pastor's (T. L. Sapey) anniversary 
was celebrated on Easter Monday. 
Friends came from every quarter. Nor
wich sent a good contingent. Beccles 
was represented by about 40, while in 
the immediate neighbourhood friends 
seemed all intent on being present, and 
within a radius of four miles every Yil
lag-e was represented. 

Pastor L. H. Colls preached an excel
lent discourse in the afternoon. Many 
of us felt oar spiritual life to be very 
dwarfish compared with the grand 
possibilities held out in the Word of 
God. 

We believe the flame of holy zeal was 
fanned by a divine breeze. Ma[ the 
quickening last, not spend itsel out, 
but gather and increase as it rolls 011. 
About 200 to tea were attended to. 

In the evening a large audience 
assembled, who were addressed by 
brethren J. Dunham, J. Musket, 
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Re<lingfield, L. H. Colls, and G. W. 
Fairhurst. 

The encouraging words spoke by the 
brethren were much appreciated by 
pastor and people. The one desire was 
that the Lord would make Zion a praise 
in the earth. The pastor thanked all 
who had helped to make the gathering 
such a success. A day of grateful praise 
and holy fellowship closed with, •· All 
hail the power of Jesu's name." 

C. B. S, 

HEATO~ ROAD, PECKHAM RYE. 
-Services, singularly inspiriting and 
refreshing, in connection with the 
sixteenth anniversary of the Sabbath
~chool, were held on Sunday, March 
~lst, when the pastor preached morning 
and evening to audiences that evidenced 
apJireciative interest in the welfare of 
the young. Also in the afternoon, at 
2.~:i. an unusually large gatherin~ of 
friends and scholars (pastor presiding) 
at which addresses were given by the 
teachers, and specially selected hymns 
sung by the scholars. On Wednesday 
evening, AJJril 3rd, continuation ser
vices were held (pastn age.in presiding) 
previous to which tea was provided for 
friends and scholars. After the reading 
of the report by the superintendent, 
brethren E. Mitchell, E. White, H. D. 
Sandell. and G. W. Clarke delivered 
addresses. Pastor Mitchell, after pay
ing- a. kindly compliment to the super
intendent, for, what he happily termed 
a first-rate report, with his usu!l.l 
bonlwmie, addressed the gathering, 
and by some telling words enforced 
home. to both young and old, many 
sound truisms. Our brother White 
also spoke, facetiously and pithily, some 
solid words of counsel and admonition, 
which, we are sure, will not soon be 
forgotten. Brethren Clarke and San
dell in solemn, though none the less 
meritorious words, the bent of which 
was truly Scriptural, urged home, we 
trust, truths to the minds of the 
iuveniles the importance of which, in 
these days, few would dare belittle. 
Altogether the services, coupled with 
the good collections, must be regarded 
as highly gratifying to those who 
labour among the young in the ce.use.-
J. KNIGHTS. 

SHEFFIELD (ZION, BARRACK • 
LANE).-A very enjoyable meeting was 
held on Good Friday, April 12th, 1895. 
A good number of friends sat down to 
tea. Afterwards a public meeting was 
held. when the Sunday-school children 
gave recitations and sini:ring. Addresses 
were also given by Messrs. J. Taylor, 
Jackson Sandell, and Turner. At the 
close of the evening several of the chil
cren received prizes from Mr. Turner 
for repeatinK correctly the 24th Psalm. 
Y otes of thanks were accorded to those 
who had given and prepared the tea. 

We thank God for His presence amongst 
us, and pray for a continuance of those 
blessings with which He has helped us 
hitherto.--J. M. 

POPLAR (BETHEL).-Pleasant and 
encouraging services were held here on 
Good Friday, 1893, of the Sunday-school 
35th anniversary. Mr. White1 of Wool
wichh preached from Psa. mi. 27, 28, 
whic was very much enjoyed by the 
friends. Tea was served in the school
room to a goodly number of friends, and 
scholars. At six o'clock began our 
evening service. Mr. Youdan presided, 
and, after reading a ,ortion of Scrip
ture, and a few encouraging remarks, 
called on the secretary to read the re
port which showed an advance in 
scholars, in teachero. and financially. 
for which we thank God, the Giver of 
all grace. Addresses were delivered by 
brethren J. W. Banks, Parnell, Bond, 
Hughes, Gibbens Superintendent, and 
Eudersby. Prizes for regular atten
dance were distributed by Pastor H. 
Noyes. The scholars recited and sung 
sweetly under the tuition of Mr. 
Phillips. The collections amounted to 
£4 3,. 7d., for which we praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow. Thus 
ended a happy day at Bethel. - E. 
WELSTAND. 

EA.STER SUNDAY AT HORHAM. 
EASTER Sabbath morn ! With what 
mild radiance it is ushered in.,..this first 
of days. Its light breaking on our eyes, 
we are moved more perfectly to remem
ber its relation to the Master, its asso
ciation with the trai:redy, awful as it 
was, at Calvary; and thus more than 
ever truly able. to feel- • 

.,. The happy morn is come! 

Captivity is captive led, 
For Jesus hveth who was dead." 

We wonder whether it was such a day, 
resplendent as it is with God-given 
lii:rht, that greeted the "Light of the 
World," as, after His three days' deten
tion in the darkness of the sepulchre, 
He, gloriously and triumphantly, 
emerged, having conquered death and 
confuted the machinations of His 
enemies. Perhaps so. We know, how
ever-blessed be God-the tomb could 
not retain Him ; and that however 
much they tried to lacerate and destroy 
His dear person, they could not darken 

Hrs IRREPRESSIBLE LIGHT. 
He must, as it was fit, come forth con
quering and to conquer. 

With such thoughts as these, and 
with more than ordinary interest in 
our mind-for rumour had it that quite 
a young man. in the ab3ence of the p:i.s
tor, Mr. J. R. Debnam, at Stoke Ash,was 
to preach-we urged our steps chapel
ward. By the time we take our seat 
rumour receives substantiation. In the 
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place of the father sat the son-young, 
certainly, but little the less capable, in 
our humble opinion now, to fill in 
the breachl-. this bright resurrection 
morning. l::!omewhat tearful as to the 
course things might pursue, we must 
confess we were, at first; but by the 
time the opening prayer, reverently 
and thoughtfully uttered, was over, 
this was dispelled. A true ring of 
spirituality this had, expressing as it 
did, a soul's one desire--

"Lord,·remove the veil away; 
Let us see Thy face to-day." 

The discourse, solid, yet pithy, was 
struck in the right key-Resurrection 
Life. And delivered, too. in such a care
ful and unhesitant manner, as must 
have aroused the admiration of all pre
sent. A fine thing it is to hear a young 
man dilate on such a theme, spiritually 
and experimentally ; but to "know 
Him and the power of His resurrec
tion,"' is such a knowledge as we could 
wish all present to possess. 

The afternoon service, singularly well 
attended, lacked none of the tone of the 
morning. After the sparse congrega
tions one sees at times in London, it was 
pleasure indeed to observe the numerous 
faces so intently fixed on the occupant 
of the pulpit. Our friends here know 
how to sing ; and we were struck by 
the hearty manner in · which they 
sounded forth some of those old Suffolk 
melodies-melodies that only Suffolk 
folk, we venture to say, can sing. There 
is, however, a faint suspicion abroad 
that many of these are 

HOME•MADE TUNES. 

Maybe they are ; but that does not 
detract from their value. Everything 
"home-made," we are told, in Suffolk is 
good. 

In the evening, assisted by a young 
brother from Bexley, this young friend 
conducted a service in the large vestry, 
to which we found willing hands had 
conveyed the oril'an. Almost indispen
sable this ; for, hke David, our Hor ham 
friends aspire to praise God with 

HEART, VOICE,AND MUSIC, 

And in this, led by their lady harmo
nist, they did not fail. 

The diaconite, we cannot forbear say· 
ing, are to be congratulated on . the 
happy encouragement they have given 
to youthful spiritual zeal. Would there 
were more of it I The assertion that the 
young of God's flock cannot do solid 
work is a mistake ; and has never been 
more emphatically disproved than in 
this instance. Young workers, no less 
than old, are God's 

GRACIOUS CONTRlBUTION 

to the Church. And so long as the 
"fathers" oGntinne at the helm to 
guide youthful activity in the true 
grooves, there is but little danger of 

TH~; ANCIENT LANDMARK, 
being removed or set aside. By their 
kindly tolerance our g-ood friends have, 
in part, solved the problem how to re
tain the young in our beloved denomi
nation ; and this surely is a matter that 
should concern all Strict Baptists. 

After the kindly disposition shown to 
young workere, and the earnest desire 
evidenced for the extension of the 
Master's cause on earth, we almost 
wonder our Horham friends continue 
outside the pale of the N.S.S.B.A. A 
place more delightful for an association 
meeting we could not conceive of ; and 
we have reason to know that we are 
not the only ones 1"'.ho would be glad
dened at the prospect of such a possi-
bility taking place, J. KNIGHTS. 

BROMLEY, KENT (COLLEGE SLIP). 
-The second anniversary of the open
ing and building a new vestry was held 
on Tuesday, May 19th, beneath a cloud
less sky, and amid9t nature's new 
apparel, when, at 3.15, Mr. C. Cornwell 
preached an excellent sermon to an 
attentive audience from Matt. =v. 28. 
About 60 sat down to tea, kindly given 
and served by the la.dy friends. A 
public meeting in the evening was pre
sided over by F. J, Catchpole, Esq., of 
New Cross, who gave out the much
admired hymn, "Bleat be the tie tbat 
binds," &c., and read Ephee. iii. Brother 
Weeks offered prayer. A report was 
read showing the cost of new addition, 
with accessories, £35, of which sum 
£28 4s. 6d. was collected by donations 
and cards, expressing a hope that at 
this meeting we might clear the vestry 
of debt, which we are devoutly thankful 
to say was more than realised. The 
chairman followed with a short address 
upon the love of Christ. Brethren Hall, 
of Meopham, Holden, Cornwell, and S. 
Banks also addressed the meeting. Th us 
concluded a very happy season of re
freshing from the presence of the Lord. 
Collections £6 17s. 6d. Thus we are 
again free from debt. To God be all 
the glory.-J. ASPINALL. 

TUNSTALL, SUFFOLK. - Sunday. 
May 5, was a very happy day with us, 
yet it was mixed with sorrow to some. 
After the morning service our pastor 
had the privilege to immerse four 
believers in the Lord. There was a 
father and son and son's wife, and our 
senior deacon's daughter-in-law. So 
the dear Lord is calling one here and 
another there. Many more are seeking, 
but the "set time" is not yet; they 
shall come, for, "They shall be made 
willing in the day of My power.'' In 
the afternoon it was what we commonly 
call "a funeral sermon,'' for our friend 
and brother Amos t'isk. who was well 
known to many Suffolk Churches, where 
he had supplied. Our pastor took his 
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text from H,,b. vi. l~, "And so, after he 
had patiently endured, he obtained the 
promise."· He did wait patiently, both 
in body and soul. After the service 
our newly baptized friends were re
ceived into Church fellowshiJ\!.t.nd the 
Lord's Supper administered. May the 
Lord still bless and prosper our Church 
and Zion at large, and He shall have all 
the praise.-A. G. BRANCR. 

LEE (DACRE·PARK).-Theforty-third 
Church anniversary took place on Sun
dav and Tuesday. May 12th and 14th. On the Sunday morning the pastor (J. 
H. Lynn I preached a pr0fitable dis
ilOurse. In the evening brother White 
{Woolwich) proclaimed the good news 
of salvation to a good number of 
hearers. On Tuesday afternoon brother 
Marsh preached the anniversary ser
mon, which was much appreciated. Tea 
was served in the schoolroom. Brother 
C. Wilson, Esq., presided over the public 
meeting in the evening. Addresses were 
given by brethren P. Reynolds, T. 
J cnes, E. Marsh, E. White, and the 
pastor. A short statement was pre
viously ma.de by the Church secretary 
(C. W. Sears) with reference to the 
present position of the Church. Collec
tions amounted to £10. 

THE SURREY TABERNACLE. 
TRE time has once more come round 
when this place of worship needs repair
ing, cleansing, and decorating; and with 
a view to getting the necessary funds 
(about £700) a social meeting was held 
on April 15th. 

Mr. 0. S. Dolbey (the pastor) i;reached 
a very appropriate sermon in the after
noon from the words, '' I have set my 
affection to the house of my God" 
/1 Chron. xxix. 3), the spirit of which 
pervaded the evening meeting, as, of 
course, ·' to be practical" was tne order 
of the day; and the friends who had 
assembled did in reality show that they 
had set their affections to the house of 
their God. and had come with a deter
mination to meet the difficulty with a 
willing heart, as will be seen when it is 
Ea.id that the noble sum of £629 19.i. 4d. 
was realised in cash and promirna. This 
truly is a cause for rejoicing; and, 
though it falls a little short of the sum 
total requisite, yet, as was mentioned 
by the pastor, some of the friends were 
not present, and it is confidently ex
pected that they will bring in the 
deficiency. 

During the evening short and prac
tical addresses were delivered by mem
bera of the diakonate, Church, and 
congregation, interspersed with the 
singing of hymns. 'l'he pastor having 
thanked the friends for their liberality, 
he offered earneet prayer for the Lord's 
continued ble,sing, and thus closed a 
most successful day at the Surrey Taber
n1cle.-W. A. RIDDLE. 

PEACEFUL, PROFITABLE, AND 
PLEASANT PROCEEDINGS AT 
WALTHAM ABBEY, 

BY PARMENAS. 
WE have for many year• looked for
ward with fond anticipation and no 
small amount of pleasure to meeting 
with the l!'ocd folk at "Ebenezer" on 
their anmvcrsary occasions, and have 
invariably realised them to be peaceful, 
ple&sant, profitable. Though the last 
year or two there has been a dark cloud 
hanging-. over "Ebenezer" by reason of 
that heavy bere:i.vement, yet, 
"Although the cup seemed filled with gall, 

There's something secret sweetensr all.'' 
Thursday, April 25, the 71st anniver

sary of the formation of the Church was 
held. Up till noon there was a drench
ing downpour of :.a.in, and hindered 
several from being present; neverthe
less there was a good congregation in 
the afternoon to he&r Mr. E. Mitchell, 
and who listened with much pleasure 
and profit as he told out some of the 
things relating to the pilgrim's path
way. 

The large school-room was full at 
tea-time. At 6.15 the evening meeting 
began, J. W. B:i,nks presiding. Brother 
A. Licence, of Cha.dwell-street, offered 
prayer, and addresses were given by 
brethren Belcher Bowles. Flower, 
Gibbens, Hewitt, Noyes, Parnell, and 
Bond. During the collection the con
gregation, led by Mr. Pallett, sen , 
sang-

" Blest be the tie that binds 
Onr hearts in Christian love," 

to the tune "Glasgow." The chapel 
was quite 'full, and we never heard the 
delightful hymn sung more sweet or 
more hearty. The collection yielded 
more than was asked for, and the 
pleasant proceedings were brought to a 
close by earnest prayer by brother 
Death, of Chadwell-street. Mr. Pallett, 
jun., thanked ministers and friends for 
their presence and pecuniary help. 

PAST AND PASSING EVENTS, ck 
THE jubilee of Charles Hill's ministry 
in Suffolk stand3 foremost in the move
ments of the denomination during May, 
A full account of the services will be 
found in onr columns. 

* * 
lllr. S. K. Bland,* we are informed, 

reaches his jubilee this year as a 
minister of the Go3pel ; he is still 
favoured with J ealth and vitality of 
mind and body, for which we desire to 
praise God. 

•• 
* .l\Ir. Bland is one of the mo,t hard-

working men among the · Suffolk 
Churches; his genial disposition and 
spiritual mind make way for him in the 
home and in the Church. Speaking 
after the manner of men, he is indis
)Jensible to the association and other 
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Str'iot Baptist institutiom 
Anglia.. 

• * 
* 

in East 

We have sometimes called him the 
"Suffolk Referee." Mr. Bland has a. 
happy way of solving and settling any 
misunderstanding ; hence, the name in 
the . home circle, a.s well as in the 
Church, is a. household word. 

•• * 
Another prominent feature in our 

denomination during May is the public 
recognition of T. Jones at New Cross. 
The services werem:.rked with brotherly 
kinrl.ness, a.bout 20 ministers being 
present. 

• * 
* Mr. Hanger, so many years minister 

at Ford-end, is now 85. He has been 
laid aside some years; he is waiting for 
the summons. 

* " * John Taylor, so well-known among 
Churches of truth in the Metropolis, i~ 
laid a.side with paralysis. He was seized 
while on a visit to friend Wise, at 
Margate. He is 80,. * 

* S; Willis, of Zion, Whittlesea, con-
cludes his 17 years' ministry in July. 
In resigning, pastor and people part in 
peace. 

* * * In the parish Church of Cranbrook 
there is a baptistry for immersion, so 
we find from Mr. Wilmshurst's mo,t 
interesting little book," Taken Home." 
We rather expect the grass has grown 
over it ere this. "The Church dates 
back six centuries.'' 

* * * J abez Parnell is to be publicly recog-
nised at Stepney on an early date. To 
prevent confusion, he wishes the initial 
" J " to precede his name at all times. 
Where there a.re two ministers of the 
Gospel by the same name this becomes 
necessary. 

* * 
* Mr. H igha.m, ·" one of dear old John 

Foreman's boys," entered into rest 
on Easter Sunday last; he was well
known and highly-esteemed among the 
Churches of truth. A portrait and 
sketch will appear in our next. 

* • 
* Names of persons and places should 

be plainly written. If an error occurs 
i.n this respect, whether in our own or 
any other periodical, it is the fault of 
the writer, not the printer. .... 

The friends in Suffolk and .:-l' orfolk 
have lost no time in repairing the 
chapel at "Pulham-Mary" (minus the 
"St."), as the natives choose to call it. 
It is to be re-opened on Whit-Monday. 
fSee ndvt.] 

The "May meetings" are now well
nigh over. Some good things have been 
said, and many good thing~ done. Some 
rev. gentlemen have spoken of the 
necessity for more spirituality: others 
have, through their high intellectual 
attainments, all but ignored the "better 
part" which Mary chose. So that, like 
Billy Bray, we have asked the question, 
"Be yon the passon 1 Are you con
verted?•' Thank God the "ark " is not 
entrusted to these spiritually blind 
parasites, who have our pity and 
prayer8. 

THE AGED PILGRLWS' CORNER. 
ON Tuesday, June "1th, the Annual 
Election of Five and Seven Guinea 
Pensioner8, to receive ten guineas each 
per annum, will be held at 1 o'clock, 
at the Cannon-street Hotel, Twenty 
pensioners will be elected, and ten of 
the oldest raised without election, in the 
order in which they stand on the 
society's case book. 

At the same time elections of pen
sioners, as inmates of the Camberwell 
and Hornsey-rise Asylums, will take 
place. 

The attention of our friends is directed 
t_o the anniversary arrangements of the 
asylums, as announced in our advertising 
columns. At this season of the vear a 
visit to the homes is very enj oyabie, the 
garden of the Hornsey-rise Asylum • 
being specially attractive. Messrs. 
Fromow & Sons, and other well-known 
florists, very kindly assist the committee 
by valuable presents of plants. 

At the Brighton Home, a meeting of 
the inmates and out-pensionera in the 
town has been held. About 30 of the 
recipients were present, and after tea 
short addresses were given by Messrs. 
Hodges and Friend, and secretary of the 
society. The garden has recently been 
improved, and Miss Virgo, the excellent 
matron, will be happy to show any 
visitors over the home. 

* * 
* 

The services of ministerial and other 
friend8, in the asylums chapels, a.re 
warmly appreciated by the committee 
and the inmates. May all who thus 
favour the pensioners have much 1·eward 
in their own souls. 

* * * All Churches and congreg'!-tions 
having membera who are pens10ners 
upon the society are earnestly invited 
to give an annual n•ll, dion, however 
small. 

Copies of the Reµ.ort presented at the 
annual meeting will be gladly supplied 
on application at the office. 
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In cttemoriam. 
~,-nDEN DEATH AT BrLDESTON.

" On Friday eYening, at her residence, 
l:Iadleigh-street, Bildeston, Mrs. Susan 
Raneon wa~ found by her granddaughter 
(<+ertrudP Raynh.\m, age 11) lying dead 
upon the floor. The child slept with 
her grandmother for company, and 
entered the house at the usual hour, 
about ei~ht o·clock. The deceased had 
been a widow ten years, and since that 
time had sought her livelihood by 
needlework, and which she was 
apparently doing- when she fell from 
her chair to the floor. Deceased's work 
was found on the ta.ble, and she had on 
her thimble and spectacles. Death is 
~ttributed to heart disease. The de
cea~ed was 5ti years of age. . Her son is 
a X onconformist minister at Somer
sham. The deceased chatted with her 
next door neighbour, Mrs. Gosling, 
about seven o'clock in the evening."
Local Po per. Deceased was the mother 
of our brother Ranson, of Somersham, 
who will have the sympathy and 
prayers of all who know him. In 
a letter from him he says: "My 
dear mother was called by death 
very sudden, on -March l.,th, while 
engaged at needlework. . She was a 
member of the Church at Wattisham, 
baptized by the late Mr. John Cooper. 
I remember the time well. and how I 
was affected. I have lost a dearmother, 
who spent a good deal of time praying 

• for her son. How often I ha'Ve been 
strengthened by knowing while I have 
been preaching- she was praying. She 
was an afflicted perilon. I never knew 
her only as such. She has been a widow 
ten years. She has left her two chil
dren, son and daughter. to mourn their 
loss. I feel the Lord has done right. 
O to say. "Thy will be done." I cannot 
wish her back, but I shall miss her very 
much. I saw her the Monday before 
she died. She was very lively, and ex
presoed a wish to do something in the 
vineyard. It was a blow to me on 
Sawrday morning, but the Lord did 
not leave me, but manifested Himself 
to me very sweetly.-W. H. RANSON. 

JOHN WOODROW, ag-ed 82. sweetly fell 
11,slee1, in Jesus on May 3, 1895, a,nd was 
interred at Finchley by his pi.o'tor, Mr. 
E. Mitchell, May 10. Deceased, a native 
of Beccles, was baptized by the late 
George Wright; for more than forty 
years past he was a member of Mount 
Zion Chadwell-street. 

MARY ANN HUTCHINGS ( widow of the 
late Robert Hutchings) who died at 
Lowu Clapton, N.E., on April :3, 1895, 
aged 73. Her illness, which was short-, 
she bore with great patience, constantly 
asking her dear Lord to take her to Him
self. She was a member at Chadwell
street and delighted to hear that good 
man Mr. John Hazleton, but latterly in
firmities prevented her attendance. 

MR, JOHN TILLETT, one of the oldest 
members at Ebenezer, Ilford, passed so 
peacefully away in his sleep, February 
a, 189:i, that his wife did not know he 
was gone, but, while dressing, looked at 
him, and realized the solemn faot. How 
true" He giveth His Leloved eleep." He 
was 81 years of age.-J. FLORY. 

HANNAH ROGERS, a member at Alie
street, but an old hearer at Ebenezer, 
Ilford, WI\S taken homeJ:muary 29, 1R95, 
aged 80 years. May the Lord send in 
others to fill up the places of those who 
have entered the Church above, prays
J. FLORY. 

CHARLOTTE SMITH, aged 64, left us on 
March 26, for 11, _ brighter and better 
world. Our sister was received in Church 
fellowship at the Baptist chapel,London
road, Saffron Walden, June I, 1862hby 
thelate Mr. Norris,_who was the t en 
pastor. She was a consistent and humble 
walker and of some experience. Her 
end was peace._ She expressed her safety 
and standing was upon Christ. She could 
not converse much in her declining days, 
When she could, her whole theme was 
upon heavenly things. We shall mis~ 
her. We have lost two of our oldest 
members within twelve months-the 
above and the late Mr. Chas. Bunting. 
A.lso · · 

MRs. F.URLONG was called away on 
April -!iaged 69. Sh_e had been an atten
dant a so a good ·supporter. and well
wisher of· the cause most of her days, 
thou_gh not seeing her way clear to join 
the Church. We believe her heart was
in the cause at Saffron Walden.-P. G. A. 

WILLIAM SIDDERB, one of the oldest 
members of Mount Zion, Chadwell-street 
entered into rest March 19, 1895, in his 
78th year. Deceased was an old sub
scriber to the Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Society, and was well-known and highly 
esteemed by many at Eastbourne. The 
text on the memorial card is quite true 
concerning him: "For I know whom I 
have believed, and am perAuaded that He 
is able to keep that whioh I have com
mitted unto Him against that day," 

"And now his son! begins to prove 
The heights and depths of Jesus' love. 

WILLIAM SMITH, of Kettering, the 
beloved husband Qf Annie Smith, peaoe
fnlly fell asleep in Jesus, March 20, 1895, 
aged 78. After superintending some work 
in the garden on March 20, he went in
doors, sat down, and without a moment's 
notice "paesedaway" to be "with Christ 
which 1s far better." Deceased fre
quently (till the last few years) ocoupied 
the pulpit in surrounding villages.
ELLEN E. SMITH. 

ANN MAY, widow of the late Amos 
May, entered into rest February 28, 1895, 
aged 69~ Was a member a9 years at 
Brentford Chapel. She was favoured to 
enjoy the presence of the Lord; she 
proved His word true, "When thou 
passeth through the . waters I will b& 
with thee."-A, TODD. 



THE LA.TI!: THOMA.S HIGHA'.II . 

( Set pag, 2CO.) 

BY EDWARD MITCHELL. 

"Come and dine."-Jolm xxi. 12. 

WE rejoice to know that the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is the" best authentic1.1,ted fact of history." All our salvatioa: 

tnrns upon it. "If Christ be not raised, your faith is ,ain; ye are yet 
in your sins;'' But His resurrection is established beyond all dispute. 
" He showed Himself alive 1.1,fter His passion by many infallible proofs"; 
among them being His appearance to the seven narrated in the connec
tion of our text. We pass by the incidents here recorded, tempting as 
they are, and notice only this kind invitation. "Come and dine," said 
Jesu8. 

We get here a pleasing view of the TIIOl.'GHTFULNESS OF OUR BE· 

VoL. LT. JuLY, 1895. o 
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1,ornn LORD. His disciples had been toiling all the night through, and 
were in neeil of bodily refreshment. This Jesus did not overlook, but 
prepared a tneal for them. As they reached the shore, they saw a fire 
of coals, and fish laid thereon, and bread. All that was necessary for a 
simple, wholesome, refreshing meal was provided. Jesus could forget 
His own bodily wants, in the days of His flesh, in His zeal to accom
plish His mission, as at Sychar's well; but " He knoweth our frame, and 
remembers that we are dust"; and so, though He had important things 
to say to His disciples, He provided a repast, invited them to partake of 
it. and waited until they had sufficiently refreshed themselves. This 
paper may be read by some poor child of God, who scarcely knows how 
to procure the bread that perisheth. Let him take encouragement from 
Je:ms' mindfnlness. He does not forget your need, nor overlook your 
condition. Many miracles have been wrought by Him to supply the 
temporal necessities of His people. The manna that fell in the wilder
ness; the water from the smitten rock; the ravens feeding Elijah; the 
handful in the meal-barrel that did not waste, and the few drops of oil 
in the cruse that did not fail; the miraculous flow of oil from the vessel 
of the impoverished prophet's widow; the multiplication of the loaves 
and fishes; and here, the provision of the fish and bread~are all in
stances of tJhis kind. Fear not, but trust Him who has said, "Bread 
shall be given, and water shall be sure." "Be careful for nothing," but 
cast your every care on your gracious Lord, "for He careth for you." 
If the days of miracles are past, Be is at no loss to supply your need, He 
can make even Satan a messenger to carry us necessaries. A. poor old 
believing widow found herself without so much as a piece of bread one 
evening, and, kneeling down on the floor of her one-roomed cottage, she 
prayed her heavenly Father to send her a loaf. Some great hulking 
scamps of the village outside heard her prayer, and, to have a bit of fun 
with her, bought a loaf, and tumbled it. down the chimney. The loaf 
rolled out upon the door, and po~r Betty t~o~ght it had literally fallen 
from the skies. Down on her knees slie fell, and blessed God for 
answering her prayer. The louts threw open the door, and said, "You 
old fool, God didn't send you that loaf; we threw it down the chimney." 
" Ah," said Betty, " God sent it, if the devil brought it." Trust Him, 
and hep clear of all carnal expedients. This kindly act of Jesus may 
yield us a worthy example. The Lord's people are largely a poor people, 
but to a few of them He has entrusted wealth. Says Paul, writing to 
Timothy, his beloved son in the faith, "Charge them that are rich ... 
that they do good, that they be rich- in good works, ready to distribute, 
willing to communicate." He has left us '' an example that we should 
follow His step~-" A generous Lord and u churlish follower, a bountiful 
Head and a covetous member, are anomalies He will not endure. If we 
remember not the needy, what claim have we to be His disciples?· "If 
ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them." 

But this kind and thoughtful act of Jesus reminds us that He has 
PROVIDED FOR OCR SPIRITUAL NECESSITIES. "Come, for all things ar~ 
now ready," was the message entrusted to the servant in the parable, 
"Wisdom bath builded her house ... she hath killed her beasts; she 
bath mingled her wine; she bath also furnished her table." The provi
sion is of the very best quality. " It is a feast of fat things, and wines 
upon the lees ; fat things full of marrow; wines upon the lees, well 
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refined." It is abundant for qw1nlity. There is neither spare nor stint. 
Our Lord is the most bountiful of providers. Nature proclaims this 
truth, and His Gospel table groans beneath the weight of the provision. 
There ie enough and to spa.re for all the guests. It is hlessedly (lr/r1pted 
to !he needs of sinners. Every spiritual want has been foreseen, and 
every spiritual taste considered. There is milk for babes, and solid food 
for those of full age; there is wine for the heavy-hearted, and there are 
-delicacies for the delicate. In short, the viands are choice, plenteoue, 
varied, wholesome, and pleasant, every way worthy of the Founder of 
the feast; and everything is ent1:rely free from chrr,rge. The provisions of 
grace are as free as those of nature-as free as the air we breathe, and 
the light and heat of the sun. God is no merchant; He always gives, 
.and never sells, in th~ true sense of that word. 

But He who has provided the feast HIMSELF ISSUES THE INVITA
TION. "Come and dine." "Come, and break your fast" (R.V.). The 
Lord gave the word; great was the company of those that published it." 
" Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters." The invitations 
-0f the Word are addressed to character. "I am not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance." "They that are whole have no 
need of the physician, but they that are sick." The provision is for the 
poor. The wine and the milk are without money or price. The call is 
to the thirsty and the needy-those who have no money. None others 
need expect to receive anything from His hands, or to be received by 
Him. " He hath filleµ the hungry with good things; but the rich He 
hath sent empty away." We may be too good and rich, but we cannot 
be too poor, needy, or unworthy to be welcomed by Him. The call is 
genuinely sincere. He is truth itself from whom it proceeds. Men may, 
and, alas, frequently do use speech to conceal their thoug·hts; but Jesus' 
words are a faithful index of His soul. This is hard for poor sinners to 
believe. The sense they have of their own ill-deserts, the natural legal 
bias of their minds, and their ignorance of His gracious character, con
spire to prevent them receiving His words in their simple plain meaning. 
Alas, how much we often wrong Him by our cruel suspicions! May we 
be taught by His Spirit to know that Christ's call e;epresses His heart's 
deepest feelings. He laid down His life to ·make provision for sinners. 
He gives His own flesh and blood to be meat and drink for our souls. 
He means to the full every word He bas spoken, His whole heart is in 
His calls to poor sinners. 'Tis His joy to receive and replenish the 
souls of the needy. The experience of all tbe .saved demonstrates the 
tauth of His word, while not a single sinner ever perished, suing-

" For the boasted Saviour's aid." 

Gracious Saviour, we bless Thee for the full provision Thou hast made 
to meet our needs. We praise Thee for Thy sweet and loving calls. We 
beseech Thee, make them effectual in our hearts by Thy Spirit's power; 
and to Thy great name be bononr and glory for ever. Amen. 

THE gilded toys of time that so attract the view, the empty shadows 
of sense that so bewitch the heart ; yea, life itself with all comforts,
what are all compared to one moment's enjoyment of the loviogkindness 
of the Lord !-Mason. 
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0 UR PORTRAIT GALLERY .-No. VI I. 
THE LA.TE THOMAS HIGHAM. 

BY ,TA.MES CURTIS. 

KNOWIRG that a great number of God's people felt a strong attach
ment to our beloved brother Thomas Higham, and that his 

memory will be cherished with sincere affection by them while life lasts, 
and by the wish of his beloved and sorrowing widow and family, I have· 
undertaken to write a few particulars concerning his life and labours. 
For over forty years I have known and loved him, and the friendship
first formed has continued unbroken until his glorious translation. 

Our dear brother, in his early days, like the rest of the fallen sons 
and daughters of Adam, walked according to the course of this world, 
living without God and without hope. But 

"The appointed time drew on apace, 
Not to propose but call by grace." 

The divine purpose and providence of our covenant God led him in 
1848 to Old Brentford Baptist Chapel, where, under a sermon preached! 
by Mr. Coles, the arrow of conviction entered his soul, and be was; 
brought to his knees, a real penitent, seeking for mercy. A great 
spiritual revolution was wrought in his soul, but the mercy he so earnestly 
sought came through the blood of the atonement applied, and he often 
sang:-

" Thy mercy is more than a. match for my heart, 
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart ; 
Dissolved by Thy goodness I fall to the ground, 
And weep to the praise of the mercy I found." 

Soon after we find him putting on Christ, as every g/lnuine disciple of 
Jesus should by being baptized. In 1852 he came to London, and soon 
joined the Church under the pastoral care of the late venerated John 
Foreman, whose ministry proved instructive, comforting, and establishing 
to him. It was then that our acquaintance began. Possessing not 
only grace but gifts, his services were soon sought for in the Sunday
school, 

T. HIGHAM, ;J. CURTIS, A.ND R. E. SEARS 

becoming teachers of the first, second, and third classes· respectively. 
Those were happy days. How sweet their memory! It soon became 
apparent that these three young men were destined for the ministry, 
which has been fully demonstrated. 

Our brother Higham commenced preaching, after considerable 
anxiety, perturbations, and solemn questionings, in a small room in 
Little King-street, Camden-town, on the second Lord's-day in August, 
1860, to a congregation of nine. But how marvellously did God work, 
and soon around the young preacher a number of people were gathered, 
to whose souls his earnest preachin!! of Christ was abundantly blessed. 
This place became too straight. Efforts were put forth, accompanied 
by much prayer, the result being the building of Avenue Chapel, College
street, Camden-town, with a seating capacity of nearly 400 persons. 
It was opened for Divine worship on Jan. 27th, 1862, by Messrs. J. 
Foreman, J. Wells, and Milner. In preaching at the Avenue, our 
brother was wonderfully helped and blessed. 

From a record in the .July number of the Voice of Truth, 1865, I 
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find our brother attended the meeting of the Suffolk and Norfolk 
Association, held at Grundisburgh. Now, that of itself was nothing 
particular; many others did the same, but often from little things issue 
great events, and so it was in this case. After returning home our 
brother wrote a letter to the periodical quoted, as follows:-

DEAR · Srn,-Attending with a friend the meeting of the Suffolk and 
Norfolk Association held in June last,at Grnrnlisburgh, I coul<I not help reflecting 
that the Strict Communion Churches in London and its suburbs had no ,mch 
-organisation. The Churches in Suffolk and Norfolk in association are united 
upon the great doctrinal truths of the everlasting Gospel, and are also steacl
:f'ast in holding fast by the laws of Zion's King for the government of the 
Church upon earth. They have Rympathies in common with each other, to 
help where help is needed, by advocating each other's cause and rendering 
pecuniary help to their sister Churches who are unable wholly to support 
themselves. They are zealous in the great cause of misHionary labour, in 
carrying the Gospel into villages where no chapels exist, and also the claims 
of foreign missions are not disregarded. I feel we in London might go 
into Suffolk and take a few useful hints from the Suffolk and ~orfolk 
Association, and organise such an one ourselves. And why should the Churches 
of London and the suburbs remain without an association? .,Lt might r,e 
argued that no benefit could be derived in a city like this by having such an 
organisation. I think there are several reasons why we should unite. 

1st. Because the importance of the great truths we believe demands that 
we .should lose no effort to make them known, and endeavour by encouraging 
young men from our ranks to preach them, and giving young men countenance 
by rendering them help by our presence, counsel, and mutual support. 

2nd. The small causes of truth demand our help. How many of them are 
languishing for want of a little help. They cannot command, at times, 
acceptable supplies for lack of funds. And many of the itinerent ministers 
(worthy men they are), by reason of labouring for the breacl that perisheth, 
dare not devote much of their time to study for fear of robbing their 
families. 

3rd .. The young (1ml rising generation claim our help .. _.\.n organisation 
has begun. May God prosper it and ~ive it permanent usefulness. 

4th. The cause of foreig·n miss10ns claims our help and advocacy. ~.\. 
movement has begun at Keppel-street, which, supplemented by help from 
several sister Churches, has resulted in maintaining a minister in India, and a 
chapel has been built at Tulleygaurn for his stated ministrations. vVhy not 
more? A necessity arises still for united effort. 

5th. We, as ministers, and the several Chun:hes in and (1rotmd London 
should unite for mutual counsel, and endeavour to promote brotherly love, 
also to aid each other, to use united effort to publish the name of the Loni. 
Also to have, at least once in the year, a statement of the progress or other
wise of the state of the various Churches, by whieh means we should he 
brought into contact with each other, and he stirred to much brotherly love 
and more earnestness in the service of our Divine Master. 

May Goel arise and shine upon us, stirring us up to more diligence. tio 
prays, Yours for Jesus' sake, 

THO)!AS HIGH:\~!. 

Avenue Chapel, Camden-town. 

This letter had its effect, and led the late Mr. Crumpton to consult 
with myself and others. Result, the Metropolitan Association of Strict 
Baptist Churches was formed. When we look at what it is now, we 
may well exclaim, "What bath God wrought?" To His holy name be 
all the glory and praise. 

Our beloved brother continued to preach at the Avenue for some 
years, great success attending his ministrations, sinners being con,erted 
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and believers established. in the faith of Christ. He received but 111 

small stipend. from his people, and that, I believe, was distributed in 
charitable ways, to those less favoured in providence than himself. 
Then came dark and troublous times, not in his Church, but in his 
circamstances. Being of a free and generous disposition, hfs kindness 
was taken advantage of, to the injury of himself and family. These 
things so preyed upon his mind that he gave up his pastorate and 
business, and left the neighbourhood for Walworth-road, where he has 
since resided. But this, I think, was the great mista.ke of· his life, for 
it was certainly against the wish of his people, and did not result in his 
temporal welfare. The wisest of men sometimes make great mistakes. 
But in all things I believe he was actuated by the purest motives, 
seeking to live righteously and godly in this present world. 

From the time of his removal to Walworth-road until his decease,. 
our brother rendered good and loving service (as a supply) to the 
Churches in and around London, carrying with him a savour of Christ 
wherever he went, preaching a full and complete salvation through 
the atoning sacrifice of the dear Redeemer. The path of. tribulation 
he had to tread gave a tone and depth to his ministry which proved 
very helpful to many of the tried children of God. 

HEART SPAKE TO HEART. 

Our brother often preached at Artillery-street, Kingston, Barnet, 
Norwood, Walkern, Brentford, Egham, Hounslow, Wandsworth; and 
other places, his outspoken testimony of truth being well received, and 
many souls were blessed and comforted in their pilgrimage. For some 
time past an internal disease had been making ravages upon his con
stitution, and notwithstanding every means used, terminated fatally 
on Easter Sunday, April 14th, 1895, much to the surprise of his dear 
ones and the doctor himself, who thought and said on the previous 
morning that he was doing well and would soon be about again. But 
the time of his departure had come. Quite suddenly blood poisoning 
set in, and consciousness was taken away. There were one or two lucid 
intervals, sufficient to show where the hope of his soul was anchored. 
He said, 

"GLORIOUS INHERITANCE-I AM GOING HOME." 

That home he has reached, and received the precious welcome from the 
Master he delighted to serve. His dying words were few, but his whole 
life testified the reality of his religion and faith in Chris~. 

THE FUNERAL. 

His remains were interred at Norwood on Thursday, April 18th, 
brother Bush officiating. The writer, to his deep regret, was prevented 
from taking part, owing to an accident. Very solemn and impressive 
addresses were delivered in the chanel and at the grave by brother Bush. 
On Sunday evening, April 21st, ·Mr. Davis, of East-street Baptist 
Chapel, made special reference to the death of our brother, preaching 
from the words, "To die is gain." It was a most touching and 
impreBSive sermon. Special reference was also made by Mr. Hall, at 
Camden High Schools, and by Mr. Leggett, at Artillery-street. Brother 
Bush also prea.::hed at Kingston from Matt. xxv. 28. At the close of 
the service a resolution of sympathy for the widow and family was 
moved by brother Bush and carried unanimously. 
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So another c,f good old ,John Foreman's boys has gone to his reward. 
He fought a good fight, finished his course, kept the faith, and now 
possesses the crown of righteousness. May our gracious God comfort, 
suetain, and provide for the widow, and bless the dear sons and daughters, 
that the father's God may be theirs also. So prays, in Christian affec:
tion and sympathy,-JAMES CURTIH. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

HoME AND COMMON THING&:---.:.No. VII. FRUIT. 

WHO doesn't like fruit? Some people have some particular 
. . favourites-it may be grapes, pears, apples, or oranges, while 

others are fond of every kind of wholesome and eatable fruit that grow8. 
Fruit is refreshing when we are thirsty, very grateful often in sickness, 
delicious and cooling in hot weather, and generally acceptable at most 
times. Doctor<! have assured us that it is most beneficial when it is ustd 
as food, before rather than after dinner, as luncheon rather than as dessert. 
And in the hotter and more sunny regions of the South and the East, 
where fruit of all kinds grows the most abundantly, it forms a most 
important item of nourishment and healthful food. 

We often read of fruit in the Bible. Vines, fig-trE.es, palms, and a 
number of others are spoken of as God's good gifts to His people Israe:, 
·and in the Canticles "all manner of pleasant fruits " are mentioned as 
being stored up for the king and his bride. And it is evident from the 
first part of Genesis that in the garden of Eden our first parents lived 
chiefly, if not entirely, upon the fruits that grew there, and of all which 
they might partake except that which was found upon one particular 
tree. The eating of flesh was not mentioned until after the fall, and we 
have no record of God sanctioning it until after the deluge; so that 
fruit must have entered very largely into God's first provision for the 
wants of man. We do not wonder, then, that it is used as a figure of 
spiritual things. The Church in the Canticles compares her Beloved to 
the apple-tree, or the citron, whose cool, refreshing fruit was greatly 
rnlued, and whose shade was very grateful. Others, however, have 
thought the apricot-tree was intended, and one tr::tveller says that only 
the apricot exactly represents all that the .text requires. It is found 
almost everywhere in the holy land, yields an abundance of sweet tasting 
and deliciously smelling fruit, and many a time tents have been pitched 
in the shade of these trees, thus carrying out the idea, "I sat down 
under His shadow with great delighL, and His fruit was sweet to my 
taste." 

This afternoon, as I am writing, the sun is shining so brightly that, 
a'l.though my room is shaded and airy, I can appreciate a little of the 
beauty of the description, and imagine how the tired, thirsty traveller, 
who has journeyed painfully along beneath an Eastern sun, must 
rejoice to see a luxuriant fruit tree, and how he delights and sits down 
under its spreading branches, and if the fruit hangs conveniently ue;,r 
him, feeds and rests at the same time. 

Then in the Revelation we read of the tree of life, which yielded 
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twelve manner or twelve crops of fruit, and so had fruit upon it, ripe and 
juicy. all the year round, and rich foliage which not only looked cool and 
inviting, but all whose leaves had medicinal propertie~. Like the trees 
of Ezekiel's vision, whose fruit w,as for food and its leaves for medicine, 
so these leaves were for "the healing of the nations." When growing 
in their native soil, the blossoms and the ripe fruit are often found 
together on orange-trees, but oranges are not always ready for eating in 
the most favourable climate. Earthly trees bring forth fruit in theit
season. This tree of life is the product of a heavenly land, and yet by 
faith God's people eat the sweet fruit and sit beneath the shadow of it 
while they are pilgrims here. Have we ever felt this? Has God's 
Word ever been so precious to us as we have read the " old, old story of 
Jesus and His love" that we hiwe rejoiced and been made glad in God's 
salvation; or if we have not been able to say, "Christ is mine," have we 
long-ed to do so? 

'When Paul said, "He loved me, and gave Himself for me," it 
meant just the same as if he had exclaimed, "I sat down under His 
shadow with great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste." But 
not only is Jesus Himself personally compared to an ever-fruitful tree, 
His people are called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that He may be glorified. The happy per5on described in the first 
Psalm, who delights in God's word and meditates constantly upon it, 
is likened to a beautiful tree, healthy and well watered, that brings 
forth fruit in its season, and whose leaves are fresh and green, 

Then Jesus, in John xv .. says, "I am the true Vine; ye (My 
disciples) are the branches. Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bring 
forth much fruit: so shall ye be My disciples." And we are not left in any 
doubt about the meaning of the fruit that Christ's people bear; for we 
read in Gal. v., "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffer
ing (or patience), gentleness, goodness, faith (or rather, faithfulness). 
meekness, and temperance.·• These are the fruits of God's grace, and 
these things prove us to belong to Christ. 

"A barren tree that bears no fruit 
Will bring no glory to the root, 
·when on the boughs rich fruit we see, 
'Tis then we cry, 'A goodly tree.'" 

I have read .of a vine that grew like a tree, and bore bunches of 
grapes that weighed ten pounds, and some even twelve pounds, and the 
fruit was large like plums. Sir Moses Montefiore tells of a bunch of 
grapes at Hebron measuring a yard in length, such a bunch, no doubt, 
as the spies brought from Eschol, and which was carried by two m~!l• 
These vines were fruitful indeed. And, dear young friends, our desire 
is that yon may, in this spiritual sense, be both fruit-eaters and fruit
bearers, that you may live by faith upon the Lord Jesus Christ, and be 
fruitful branches in the heavenly vine. Without Him we can do 
nothing, nothing good or holy; but united to Him and influenced_ by 
His Holy Spirit, we can do all things. Lord Jesus, make lis Thme, 
and teach us to abide in Thee. Amen. · 

MERCY drew the covenant, faithfulness keeps it; mercy called us, 
faithfulness will not cast us off. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE F LOUK. 

BY M.A. J. 

HAVING led my kind reader up to a particular point in the experience 
of years gono by, I think now that we have com& to an under

standing upon our "credal basis.'' I shall drift into a different channel 
of communication, which will consist in the selection of some portion of 
Divine truth, for, after all, the Scriptures form the substance of 
Christian experience, and are the '' bread of life " to the soul. 

Turning to the book of Proverbs (xvi. 20), we have this very sug
gestive and expressive sentence, "Whoso trm1teth in the Lord, happy is 
he.'' From this we may learn that trust in God is productive of real 
happiness; so the words of the wisest king implies. Tbe inspired apostle, 
in writing to "his son in the faith," informs us "that godliness is 
profitable in all things," no doubt on account of its twofold promise of 
present and future life and happiness. Such is the nature of the religion 
of Christ; its holy fruit, its substantial pleasure, and its power to pre
serve from evil; its gracious influence in times of trouble are among its 
peculiar and unspeakable blessings. 

To my mind there is an important principle involved in this word 
trust. Of course, most of the redeemed family knows that the word 
implies dependence, reliance, confidence. But, then, what gives rise to 
this dependence? Is it not a sense of one's helplessness and need of 
One who is able and willing to render all needed help? And, therefore, 
it seems to carry with it the idea or knowledge of the Mediator, in whom 
"the fulness dwells." To gain this knowledge we need the illumination 
of the Holy Spirit; and by the aid of the Spirit's illumination we gain 
a knowledge of the gracious character of God as the object of trust, for, 
"they that know Thy name will put their TRUST in Thee." Does not 
this beautiful quotation convey to our mind the infinite love of God
the rich and grand provisions of His abounding grace? Yes, and that 
man who is divinely led to trust in God, through the merits of a precious 
Saviour, feels that his feet are set upon an impregnable rock, firm, 
immovable, and which abideth evermore. 

This trust implies a constant feliance upon God for all supplies 
temporal and spiritual-e.g., for daily bread, daily pardon, daily peace, 
and daily fulfilment of the exceeding great and precious promises, and 
for the keeping of the soul against the great and "notable day of the 
Lord." Such reliance as this will lead up to that unshaken cJnfidence 
in God, akin to that possessed by Paul when he said, " I know whom I 
have believed." Truly, he who can calmly trnst and confidently hope 
in the Lord, expect and patiently wait for fuller manifestations of 
Divine graee, and a richer experience of the love of God here and 
participation of the prepared glory hereafter. 

From the sacred writings we have comparatively no difficulty in 
finding that tme trnst i•i God ennobles life, because it elevates our 
thought and gives a certain dignity to thfl Christian man which makes 
him more excellent than his neighbour: "The saints are the excellent 
of the earth." 

While trust imparts such excellent <1nalities to its possessor, it must 
not be forgotten that he derives a gracious support in times of darkness 
and trial. It was this unshaken trust in God which supported Job in 

p 
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the day of his adversity: "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." 
It was this trust sustained Abraham; David and Paul in times of great 
trial and difficulty. 

It will be well for us to note a few of the blessings which trust brings 
to us. Trust, ronfidrmre, reliance upon God, will no doubt bring solid 
joy to the soul, and tranquility and peace calm as a river (Isa. xxvi. 3). 
The realisation of these unspeakable blessings enables a man to feel that 
his place of retreat is impregnable, and consequently no hostile power 
can harm him. No matter what the path, or the trial he may pursue, 
he confides in God and knows by heartfelt experience that beneath him 
are the arms of unchangeable love; he knows that mercy encompasses 
him as with a shield, and therefore the beasts of the forest run to their 
dens. He is made strong because he trusts and waits upon God, and in 
doing this there follows a change of strength (Isa. xl. 31 ). The Lord is 
graciously pleased to make His strength perfect in their weakness, and 
thus the trustful man learns to kiss the rod, to bear the cross, to rejoice 
in tribulation, and to count it joy when tried, bufieted, and tempted; for 
well does he know that the exercising of unwavering faith in God will 
gi,e a complete and triumphant victory over the world and the devil, 
and finally he will by this holy trust and faith in God conquer even 
death itself. · 

This trust is pleasing to God, and ensures His favourable testimony, 
as we see in the case of Enoch: " He had this testimony that he pleased 
God" (Heb. xi. 5, 6). May our prayer henceforth be, "Lord, increase 
our faith." 

"'Tis faith that conquers earth and hell 
By a celestial pow'r; 

This is the grace that shall prevail 
In the deciEive hour.'' 

THE BELIEVER'S SONSHIP AND SERVICE. 
BY PASTOR JAMES E. FLEGG. 

NO man can make himself a son. A man is a son by birth, or becomes
one by adoption; if the latter, it implies favour on the part of the 

one adopting towards the adopted one. He makes a choice and adopts, 
Spiritual adoption is an act of divine grace. 

Believers are by nature the children of wrath, even as others, and 
unable to constitute themselves sons. Being also entirely depraved 
they are without any desire to be found in such a relationship. But as 
new creatures in Christ Jesus, old things having passed away, and all 
things become new, we have stood astonished at the matchless grace of 
God, by which we are put among the children, and have exclaimed in 
astonishment, " Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God;" and it is with delight 
we meditate upon our standing in Christ Jesus. There was nothing 
outside God that could cause Him to regard a single son of Adam with 
such favour, and put upon him this honour and dignity that he should 
be a son of God, a joint-heir with Jesus C!Hist. It arises from His 
unspeakable love. He purposed that many sons should be brought to 
glory, and in their being brought to magnify His name. 
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N_othing could, or can, take that God with whor.n we have to do by 
surprise. All that should happen was known to Him from the begin
ning-persons, places, and events. 

Adoption and birth are both made use of by the Holy Ghost, that 
we may have some knowledge of the glory of that station to which by 
divine grace the believer is exalted; and that we may learn how the 
Three Persons in the Trinity are concerned in the equitable establish
ment of that relationship, and the bringing of each believer into enjoy
ment of the privileges appertaining thereunto. 

Referring to the believer's 110nship, the apostle, in Eph. i. 4-6, 
speaks thus: " According as He bath chosen us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before Him in love. Having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of 
His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He bath made 
us accepted in the Beloved." So it is an act of sovereign grace. It was 
fore-ordained that the honour, dignity, and privilege of sonship should 
bolong to a countless number of Adam's race; that every obstacle should 
be removed; the privileges appertaining to such a relationship enjoyed; 
that each one so ordained should be conformed to the image of God's 
Son, and come into possession of an appointed inheritance. 

Having, then, been predestinated unto the adoption of children, we 
must be put into the enjoyment of those blessings appertaining to such 
a position; and so, that we might receive the adoption of sons, God sem 
forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law to redeem them 
that were under the law, and, being sons, we receive the spirit of adop
tion, realise our relationship, and cry, "Abba Father." Thus His Sonship 
and ours stand clornly related, and we think of our position as joint-heirs 
with Him who is our elder Brother. 

'' How shall I put thee among t.he children?" is a question put by Goel 
Himself, and also answered: "Thou shalt call Me, My Father, and shall 
not turn away from Me." But sin constituted a barrier to our access to 
God, and to our enjoying the inheritance that God had ordained. 
Hence it was necessary that He, with whom we are joint-heirs, should 
be made like unto Bis brethren, and taking upon Him their nature, 
should remove that obstacle, putting away sin by the sacrifice of Him
self. Freely, cheerfully He came, delighting to do the will of God, and 
to perform His part in the covenant of grace. At the appointed hour He 
appears made of a woman, made under the law to redeem them that 
were under the law, that they might receive the adoption of sons. ..\.s 
the children of God are they given to Him, and as such shall He present 
them: "Behold, I and the children which God bath given Me." 

Every obstacle having been removed, and the redeemed being sons, 
the Spirit of God's Son is sent forth into their hearts, witnessing to their 
sonship and working faith in them. So are we the children of God by 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

Now, supposing a nobleman should take a beggar, adopt him as his 
son, and constitute him his heir, yet he cannot impart his nature to 
such adopted child. There is a difference. He may be noble and 
virtuous but the child may grow up and continue base and viciou~. 
Though 'the greatest pains may be taken with his education, and every 
endeavour made to fit him for the station he is destined to occupy, there 
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is a point beyond which man cannot go. But we read concei•ning the 
sons of God, they are made partakers of the divine nature. They are to 
be made meet to be partakers of the inheritance with the saints in light. 
They at·e born from above, and the fact of their sonship becomes mani
fest in their being led by the Spirit of God. For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God; and if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. The result of their being born of 
the Spirit is their turning from sin unto God, and that which before 
was secret and known only to God is made manifest. Being born of 
the Spirit, they bring forth the fruit of the Spirit, and by their fruit are 
they known. 

When a child is adopted, he is dealt with as a child; suitable provi
sion is made for him during his minority, arrangements are made for 
his education and advancement; and eventually, provided he lives, he 
comes into the inheritance. So with the sons of God. He deals with 
us as with sons in pitying, educating, providing, and chastening. '',Like 
as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him: " 
" And as one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you," are 
Bis own words through His servant the prophet. He as our Father 
teaches us by His Spirit, and in such a manner, that we have to say, 
"I have learned by experience." Provision is made so that we shall 
Jack no good thing, for God shall supply all our needs. There are pro
mises suited to every condition of the child of God, which are Yea and 
_tmen in Christ; and when the time of journeying with each of us is 
over, and we near the shores of the heavenly Canaan, were the question 
asked, " Lack ye anything? " we shall have to respond, as other children 
have who have preceded us, "Nothing, Lord." 

Now are we the sons of God, and when it is necessary He chastens 
us; but His lovingkindness He will never remove. Is not this very 
chastening dealing with us as with sons? "For if ye be without chastise
ment," says the apostle, " whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards 
and not sons." His fatherly chastenings are an indication of His love; 
"For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth; and happy is the man whom 
God correcteth." To be corrected is to be put rlght; and surely it is a 
good thing to be put right, though the course taken is not always 
pleasant. Punishment is penal suffering inflicted ou the criminal by 
di vine law. Christ has s ujf'ered for our sins. Chastisement is corrective 
suffering inflicted by divine love. 

Further, what a glorious inheritance belongs to the sons of God. 
God is their Father, Christ their Elder Brother, the Holy Ghost their 
Teacher, heaven their home. Sin entered paradise, but it shall not 
enter heaven. Earthly inheritances corrupt or pass away, or the owner 
passes away from them; but this inheritance is incorruptible, undefiled, 
and fadeth not away, and is reserved in heaven for us. Every chosen 
and redeemed one shall come into possession. They shall be kept by 
tl.te power of God. Grace shall be given day by ~ay, and according to 
their need. "Now are we the sons of God, and 1t doth not yet appear 
what we shall be; but we know that when He shall appear we shall be 
like llim, for we shall see Him as He is," and the everlasting portion 
of the saints is to be for ever with the Lord. This is heaven. 0 
believer, how good is thy portion! "Let not man glory in man, for all 
things are youri!; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or 
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life, or death, or things present, or things to come: all are yours. Ye 
are Christ's, and Christ is God's." 

"Sovereign grace o'er sin abounding, 
Ransomed souls the tidings swell; 

'Tis a deep that knows no sounding, 
Who its breadth or length can tell? 

'Tis an ocean 
Without bottom or a shore." 

As to our second pn.rt, sonship seems to carry with it the idea of 
service. Every relationship has a corre.~ponding obligation, and surely 
the obligation of sonship is service; and if when we knew not God we 
did service unto them which by nature are no gods, how much greatel' 
should be our diligence in the service of Him who hath raised us to 
such an exalted station. There are some who are called to special 
spheres of usefulness, endowed with talents which fit them for certain 
special work. To this the apostle refers when he says, "Whose I am, 
and whom I serve." The minister of Christ is the Lord's servant; to 
his Master he stands or falls. From Him he receives his commission; 
to Him he must give account. These two things ought to go hand in 
hand-sonship and service; sonship preceding service, service founded 
on sonship, and it is for him with faithfulness and clearness to declare 
the whole counsel of God. 

(To be continued.) 

PRAYER-A PRESSING NEUESSITY. 
An Address delivered at Bradjield-St.-George, Jiay 29th, 1895, by A. J. WARD 

(of Laxjield), Moderato1· of the S1;tfolk and ~Yo1folk Aswciatiou. 

DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN IN THE MINISTRY AND CHRISTIAX FRIE:SD,,-\\-e 
are again privileged to meet together on this the anniversary of our belo,·e,l 
Association of Christian Churches. \Ve are met in J esu's name, and in His 
name we greet you to-day. The word anniversary reminds us that another 
year has passed away. In looking back, there are many things to cheer and 
encourage us in our work. God hath been mindful of us, and He has blesoed 
His own Word for the ingathering of precious souls. But, h,we \\·e seeu as 
much fruit attending the Word preached as we could have desired ? Ha ,·e we 
been as earnest in our work as we ought to have been? or, has the spirit 0f 
the Laodiceans crept in among us, thus paralyzing our energy in our work, 
causing the Lord to withhold His blessing, until we repent and turn to Him: 
Brethren and sisters, pause, and solemnly consider. 

Anniversary reminds us that we are entering upon another year. \Yhere 
we have failed there, let us try and improve in the future, and be more deter
mined to devote ourselves to the cause of our Lord and Master. Harn we 
watched in all things? We may have watched onr social and political situa
tion, but have we watched spiritually? Has the vision of our faith been 
strained in watching·, or has it become dim through negligence : Do we lack 
spirituality in our midst? Are our hearts glowing with lo,·e to our fellow:men: 
If not, what is it we need? Some say the outpouring of the Holy Ghost. 
Yes, we do. Have we any Scriptural reason to expect it in our preseut state'? 
Are we not rather <]Ltenching the spirit which Paul forbi,ls '? When He was 
poµred upon the apostles, and the three thousand pricked in the heart._ were 
the apostles asleep, or even sleepy? Nay; read the first chapter nf .\~ts. 
They were gathered together with men ancl women for prnyer and suppliu1-
tion. One wisely said Pentecost was born in a prayer-meeting, and, until in• 
arise nniteclly and beseech the thwnc of gTace, ean we Pxpc•d the Holy Spirit 
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10 lie pm1re<l upon us in all His gracious influence? Let the wonls of JameH 
h<' put into prnct ice by us : "nrnw nigh nnto Go<l, and He will <lrnw nigh unto 
)·rn1." Onr goo<l brother E,·ans ga,·e us some soli<l advice last year from the 
m>r<ls. "Watch thou in all things." I pnrpose to follow on with the wor<ls, 
"Prnv without ceasing" (1 Thess. i,·. 17). 0 may our hearts he purg·ed with 
saC"riticial fire, and then mav we use the words as a stimulant. The Master 
nnited watching an<l praying·; they are twins, an<l ought never to be separated. 
The words teach us the necessity of prayer. ,v as there ever a greater need 
for prn)·er in nur churches and our homes than now ? Prayer is the weapon 
hy which our battles are to be fought, an<l was there ever a greater lack than 
t0-<lay · Ought we not to bow in shame at the thought ? Let the vestries and 
empty seats speak. Can we expect the Lord's smile an<l blessing while this 
state of things exists? Nay ; how few gather and how lifeless many prayer
meetings han beemne ! If they fall so dead and formal on the ear of the 
Christian. how <lo they fall upon the ear of Almighty God? It is prayer we 
need, not preaching prayer. It is not long yarns which are spun out of 
0ne'" miserable ><elf. 

I remember, when first called by grace, a man taking· up the various 
thoughts of my pastor (when asked to pray) and frequently occupy thirty 
minutes, until all became weary. Do such things exist? If so, ought they? 
It is wa.rm-hearted prayers we need. Brethren and sisters, prayer is God's 
a.ppointed means and His divinely-appointed order, and our negligence of it is 
n0thing short of setting His order at nought. We need constant prayer; it is 
to be done without ceasing. Neglect prayer, and the life of the Church begins 
to ebb. A church and person may exist, but are we content with a mere 
existence? Many are only existing-how sad! Where is the life? Let the 
words of Jesus ring in our ears: "I am come that they might have life, and 
that they mig·ht have it more abundantly." How is it to be had? "Ask, and 
it shall be given." Do not we need this life? If we do, why are our prayer
meetings so thinly attended? Absence there speaks loudly. It reminds us of 
God's word in Isa. xliii. 22: "We have wearied Him with our sins, but not 
with our prayers." Jesus taught it by precept. Was He not constantly 
exhorting His disciples to it ? Are not we also included? The Bible is full ! 
What has He given His Word for, but that we should carry it out? To neglect 
its precept, especially in connection -with prayer, we do it to our sorrow, and 
the lowering of the spiritual tone of the Church. No wonder at the cry of many, 
'' My leanness, my leanness!" The man of prayer is fat and flourishing, and the 
strength and health of our Churches are known by their prayers. Jesus taught 
it practically; His Word and actions agree. 0 the nights He spent alone in 
prayer with His Father ! If He needed so much time in prayer, what about 
you and I who have so much from within and without to contend with? It 
is only by prayer that we can overcome self and sin ; by prayer we mount 
aloft and breathe a purer air. 

Would our Lord have taught us by precept and practice if it were not 
essential to our spiritual life and liveliness? 

"Long as they live should Christians pray, 
For only while they live they pray." 

lR it not needful in connection with the preaching of His Word? Some of my 
brethren kuow what it is to feel the lack of prayer when they ascend the 
pnlpit on the S<ibbath morning. It is like a cold bath ; it makes the soul 
shiver. Friends, it is paralyzing the minister and his ministry. Nothing 
discourages him more than a falling off of prayer. "That I should do in my 
great sphere I do not know were it not for the prayers of my brethren 
an<l sisters. We have some sacred seasons. Oue good brother, the other 
Lord's-day, said, " How do you feel ? " I sighed. He said, " Go on, you can 
preach; the brethren have been praying heartily for yon." 0 that all my 
brethren were surrounded with men of prayer! Yet there is room for us to 
1111prove. 

We need more prayer to create an appetite for hearing the ,vord preacher!. 
It i~ very seldow you hear that Christian who is constant at the throne of 
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grn_cc linrl fault with the _ministry (if it is wortl,y of the na,ne of a rnmrntry) 
It 1H those who seldom lift up their thoughts to God who sit and sleep und1:r 
the miuistry, anrl then say, '' Lord, what a wretched man is this ! " Friends, 
if you would profit under a preached Gospel, hear up your minister, as Aaron 
mu! Hur dirl Moses' hands. A goo<l woman now in glory once said to m1:, 
"Sir, I have enjoyed the Word preached of late. Every time before I lefl.vn 
my home I have a few minutes with my God, for you and the Worrl is s,, 
sweet ! Friends, follow the example, and the hle.ssing will he great. 

Is not prayer needed for the spread of the Gospel? Are not our bowels 
straig·htened? ls it not solemnly noticeable in some, both ministers anrl 
people too, that their prayern never go beyond a certain limit, anrl sinners' 
salvation is quite forgotten, or prayed for in such a way that makes a warn,
hearted Christian blush with shame ? Then they fence it in with, " The Lord 
will have His own." Yes, anrl we bless Him for it. But does not that spirit 
eat out of one the very spirit of Christ and tne Apostles? Were they careless 
and thoughtless? No; Christ and His apostles wrestled harrl for sinners. 
Christ prayerl, "Father, forgive them." Pan! wishe,l them like himself, except 
these bond, and his prayer to God for Israel was that they might be saved. 
Shall we be less in earnest than they? If so, why? on what ground? The 
Scripture, our doctrines and faith, are our strength and stimulus. Then, surely, 
our bigotry or indifference ought not to hinder our prayers for the salvation of 
sinners. Let us ever remember Isaiah's words : .. vVhen Zion travailed sJ,., 
brought forth children." 

Is it not needful in connection with the raising up of more pastors? Jesns 
said, "Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth 
more labourers into His harvest." Are not real godly labourers few? \Ye 
have suffered great loss in the past year, and others are growing grey in their 
Master's service. Where are the men to fill their places? To me it appears a 
matter for our prayerful consideration. How many Churches are pastorless, 
.and yet careless and negligent? How many members of pastorless Churches 
are never seen or heard at the prayer-meeting? so that neither by their pre
sence or voice are they carrying out the Lord's command. Is it not lamentable'? 
Is it not giving place to the devil? Is it not letting the walls of Zion crumble? 
Where are our Nehemiahs? 0 may we awake to our position ! Certainly, 
God has a controversy with His people. Is not His voice heard, and His ham! 
seen against us in the withholding from the many Churches pastors after His 
own heart? And, until we arise with one united voice in prayer, can we 
expect to see labourers raised up? Idlers, we have no need of them-men who 
for a morsel of bread perform the rluty; we want men of God, whose hearts 
are warm with love to the souls of their fellow-creatures. 

Are all our Churches prayerfully concerned for our Sabbath-schools and 
young people ? Is it not sad when there is no school in connection with the 
Church of God ? Is that Church doing its duty, and improving its privileges, 
when it despises and ignores the Sabbath-school? Where is the Christian 
parent's heart who can look upon the children without feeling a deep interest 
in their souls' salvation? It reminds one of the disciples of Jesns, who forba,le 
the children to approach the Saviour; but Jesus rebuked the disciples, and 
said, "Suffer little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven.'' Ought not the young to have a tender place in our 
hearts, and also in our prayers ? Children are very sensitive to the words and 
acts of 11, Christian. The young rlemand our prayers to-day more than ever. 
No stone should be left unturned to secure their attendance, both at the school 
and prayer-meetings. Let us follow Jacob's example (Gen. xlviii. 16), "The 
angel which redeemed me from all evil bless the lads." 

What is the best methorl to deal with Church difficulties ? Circumstances 
are sure to arise to strain the powers of the wisest and most spiritual-minded 
pastor and deacons. What saith the Scriptnres? Go to Isaiah, and read what 
Hezekiah dirl ; he spread the whole before the Lord. No rnnning here a11,l 
there ; he sought ,visdom of the Lord. Here is a lesson for all, especially for 
whisperers and tittle-tattlers, who break the peace of the Church. There Me 
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diffil'nlti<>s 1<> f:wc in some strife an<l contentinn <lividing the memhorR Ul}(l the· 
falling· off i11 the co11gregatio11s. The financial corniition of many, and the low 
,tnt<> of Zion, th<>sE' are becoming more serious daily, and we must not close· 
nm c)·ps to the fad., hut faee them. "'hat is our remedy? Spread them 
h,·forC' the Lnr<l. The time for folding· of our hands is gone. If our ChnrcheR 
a re to g-ro"· an<l flourish ag·ain, onr <lifficnlties overcome am! our foes defeated 
dn 11ot 0 let us yield to diffi~ulties, but pray O\"er them. Our God is Master and 
foith in Hirn am! prayer to Him will master all. Circumstances must be1;d to· 
His will and power. '' Is anything too hard for the Lord?" 

Is it not 11ee<lfnl unitedly to striYe together in prayer? for our foes are gTeat 
a 11d many, error a hounds on eYery side, the foe waxes bolder and is showing a 
rnorp determined face, and Ritualism, Romanism, and worldliness abounds. 
". E' are painP<l at heart to hear of the low state of some Churches and their 
i11<lifferencc rPspecting the meetings for prayer. ,vhen the time for prayei
arriYes, where are the leaders and those who profess to be loyal to King 
Jesuf;? Are they ready to join the first hymn? How many would rathei
spend the noon-hour of a Lord's-day in talking of each other's failings than be· 
pra)·ing for each other and the spread of Christ's kingdom? while others are
clou<l-making instead of helping to keep the fire burning on God's altar. Is it 
true that some. ooth ministers and members of Christian Churches, never 
attend a prayer-meeting ? Ought it to be so? 0 may every lover of Zion 
a rii;e. and hei;eech the throne of grace, for, "United we stand, divided we· 
fall." 

THE LATE MR. JAMES CHURCHYARD, OF IPSWICH. 

JAME~ CHURCHYARD was a member of the Church at Bethesda 35 years. He
was born of godly parents, near Charsfield, and regularly taken to the chapet 
there, then under the pastorate of Mr. Runnacles. Early in life, being 
c:01n-inced of his state as a sinner, and mercifully led to see Jesus as the only 
SaYiour, he owned Him by being buried with Him in baptism. The baptistry 
at Charsfield is in the burial-ground, and in the shape of a grave. 

In the order of pro,·idence our brother was removed to Ipswich, and 
attended the ministry of Mr. Webb, at Stoke Green, and joined the Church. 
About this time he had a senre illness, and the enemy greatly harassed him, 
so that he passed through much darkness of mind and distress of soul 
concerning his salvation; but, upon reading a sermon preached by the late· 
James Wells from" The priest shall shut him up seven days more," &c., this
suare was broken; he was again enabled to rejoice in Christ, and ever after felt 
a warm attaehment to the ministry of him whose message, though delivered 
through the press, was made such a great blessing to his soul. On recovering 
from his affliction he went to Bethesda, then under the pastoral care of the late· 
Thomas Pooc:k, the Word being greatly blessed to him. He left Stoke Green 
for Bethesda in 1860, and remained with them till the close of his earthly 
career, Thursday, February 28th, 1895. January, 1874, he was chosen deacon. 
Four years later was asked to gi,·e out the hymns, and, in 1883, was madc
treasurer. 

Our brother was seldom away from home except to attend the annual 
gatherings of the Suffolk and Norfolk Association, which he had regularly done
for o,er 30 years, always looking forward to the same with longing, loving 
interest. Often have we enjoyed his conversation of happy bygone seasom 
spent under the sacred canvas of the association tent. His breathing·s at the 
thro11e of grac:e were earnest and devout, as he poured out his soul for Zion's-
prosperity, and the salvation of his dear ones. . . 

The last time he attended the house of God was at the mormng service of 
Lord's-day, December 23rd, 1894; his brother Gooding occupying· the same
position in the e,·euing of the same day, who was suddenly called home two
clays after on Cliristmas morning, so that the two brethren ·paid their last visit 
on the i;ame day, and were engaged in the same employment. 
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Dcecrrsc<l liar! a 1111111ber of hymuK stored i11 hiK mmnory, wl,i, I, J11, often 
HWC'ctly repenter!. Ma11y will remember wit!, what feeling h<· 01,, P askr•d tl,r, 
friemlK, rrfter n week-evening service, to Hing:-

" Grace led my roving feet 
To tread the heavenly road," &c. 

Shortly before his rlepartnre, he tolrl his <lear wife he had heen tliinki11g al,011t 
the fountain, rrwl very impressively repeater[:-

"That fountain, though rich, 
From change is quite clear." 

What a safe place for a poor guilty sinner, who feels he neerlK clea1,,ing in a 
Saviour's blood! His latter clays were not so bright as c0uld have been wished, 
yet he felt the safety of the iudissolnble union between Christ and the Church, 
and would repeat :-

"In union with the Lamb, 
From condemnation free, 

The saints from everlasting were, 
And shall for ever be." 

On the day of burial the body was taken into the chapel, where many 
relatives, friends, and neighbours assembled. The service was conducted hy 
the pastor, at the close of which the mortal remains were taken tu Ipswich 
Cemetery, to await the resurrection morn. 

On the following Lord's-day, March 10th, a large number attended at the 
eveuing service, when the pastor took for his text, " Precious in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of His saints" (Psa. cxvi. 15); and, at the dose, rear! a 
short statement concerning the departed, which we have embodied in this 
account. 

Our widowed sister desires to express thankfulness to all who have sent 
letters of condolence in her great trial and heavy bereavement, and seeks an 
interest in their prayers. C. J. B. 

THE LATE MRS. SOPHIA FRO~IOW. 

Mns. FnoMow was the third daughter of the late James Jeffs, whose obituary 
will be found in the EARTHE:s VESSEL for 1885, pp. 13, 50, an,l "-ill repay 
another reading. Deceased was a living witness of the truth of the promise, 
"The seed of the rig·hteous shall be blessed," being early called by gnce. 

The Lord, whom she loved, selected for her a choice companion in the 
person of William Fromow, to whom she was married on April 26th, 1848. 
Devoted to each other in the tenderest of nature's ties, and bound ,vith one 
heart in the things of God, they liYed together 39 years; and the heaviest blo\\· 
that ever fell on her was the translation of her loved companion, on Xovember 
27th, 1886. The issne of that union was five sons and one daughter, each 
of whom have arisen to call her blessed; one (Samuel) having preceded both 
father and mother to glory. Tims, left a "widow, indeed," these ,,-ere the 
joy of her heart, and comfort of her declining days. 

Baptized by Mr. Coles on June 4th, 18:>2, she stood an honorahle member 
of the Church at Brentford for 43 years. She treasured to the last the blessings 
recei,·ed under the ministry of ]\fr. Page (of Ridrn10nd), Mr. Robinson, awl 
Mr. Parsons (former pastors of North-road). 

Her home was ever open to the servants of her Lord, and her delig·ht was 
to seek their comfort. 'l'he names of many an honoured servant of Christ are 
associated with that home, while He only knows to how many a trie,l labonrer 
in the vineyard she has extended a helping hand, and, with some kiml won!. 
has cheered his heavy heart. 

For the paAt few months her strength was weakened with an attaek of 
bronchitis and congestion of the internal organs, but none anticipated her eud 
was near. The Lord's-day before her death (April 21st) she was able to get tn 
chapel, bnt on the following- evening complai11ed of great pain: this continued, 
with but little respit,•, until the enrl, all(! on the T11esdt1y there \\·as l'tHlSl' 
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for t lw gnwe,.t anxiety. All that loYing hearts conhl d,1 was done to save the 
pre,·iou"' lifr. hnt her hom was come; anrl on Tlmrsdny evening, April 25th, she 
,•ntl'r<'cl h<'r <'ternal rest. ~o rapturous emotion or ecKtn><ies of delight fille,1 the 
departing Christian; !he enemy was hnsy to the last, hut only fought to be 
e,1n,1u<'r<',i hy the faith that held firmly unto the end. Ahout eighteen mouths 
ag,, ,.he was greatly blessed under a funeral sermon preached by her beloved 
p:1~t.or (Mr. R. Mutimer), and, a short time after hearing that sermon, gave him 
a tt>xt to speak from wheneye-,.· the Lord might call her home. The text was, 
"HaYing lm·ed His own, which were in the world, He loved them unto the 
enrl."" A few hours before her death the enemy was <lefeated by the application 
of the words to her heart, "I have loYed thee." This was her last testimony, 
mid "·hat a precious witness of a biding love '' to the end," and blessed 
expo,.ition of her own chosen funeral text. 

On Tuesday, April ::!0th, the mortal remains were carried into the chapel at 
Old Brentford, where she will long be remembered as a mother in Israel, a 
peacemaker in Zion, and faithful friend, alike to old and young. The chapel 
wa"' crowded in every part, many coming a long distance to pay the last tribute 
of respect. The service was commenced by her pastor giving out one of her 
fa,·ourite hymns," God moves in a mysterious way." A portion of Scripture 
was read: and, after a few words of prayer by the writer, Mr. G. W. Shepherd 
deli,·ered a most impressive address. Her pastor (::\Ir. ::\:lutimer) evidently felt 
he had sustained a loss above many, as he spoke of the dear one as a mother in 
Israel to him, which touched many hearts. Another of our 8ister's favourite 
hymns (Xo. 6, Gadsby"s) was sung, and tl:e benediction closed the service. 

A large gathering had assembled in Ealing Cemetery. A solemn stillness 
reif!·ned as the pastor committed the sacred dust to its mother earth, laying the 
hody hy the side of so many dear in life, and undivided by death ; there, close 
bv. was that of the father, husband, child, and friend. After a few words from 
tl;e writer, on "The memory of the just is blessed," the benediction was 
pronounced, and the 'large company slowly dispersed. The Lord comfort the 
lo"ing children, Christian Church, and faithful pastor, prays 

E. MARSH. 

THE VACANT SEAT. 
WHERE wast thou? for W<l saw thee not, 

Nor heard thee in the song; 
Why didst thou shun the ocred spot 

To join the giddy throng? 
No •· praise the Lord ff fell on thine ear

That exhortation sweet; 
The pa.stor looked through !i;;tening tear 

Upon that vacant seat. 
The tempter did thy heart deceive, 

To t.ake a secret si_p 
Of stolen waters which e'er leave 

A bitter OD the lip. 
Kilburn,N.W. 

And, sinking deep, with wounds requite,. 
Smite conscience wilh a rod; 

That Sabbath-day Is black as night
'Twas stolen from thy God. 

Thy absence pains, thy presence cheers; 
Hold up the preacher's hands; 

His arms upheld drop glittering spears. 
And swords of hostile bands. 

Neglect no service, and beware, 
And ponder well thy feet : 

Be e~11iitt~~;:~:;r ~aryer 

H.BELCBER. 

"WHAT TIDNK YE OF CHRIST?" 
"WHO is Jesus 1" What a question! Jesus! why He's my Redeemer! 

Ahl He's been revealed to me; Yes, I love Him for Hie grace; 
I have felt my lost condition, My ijalvation rests upon Him, 

And that none can save but He. All my hopes in Him I place. 
"WhoisJesUB?" Friend of sinners, "WhoieJeeus?" God incarnate, 

Died to ransom such a.s me; Though so oft despised He; 
SuJiered all that pain and anguish, Yes, the King of glory suffered 

Tha.t I might His glory see. All to save a wretch like me! 
Jesus! Yes. to me He's precious; 

He has washed my sins away: 
If l in this world confess Him, 

He will own me in that day. 
FLOSSIE. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK ASSO

OIATION GATHERINGS, 
Ileld at Brad.ficlrl-St.-@eorge on .May 29 

and .30, 189,5. 
THE present depressed state of agricul
ture and the continual migrating oft.he 
greater part of the flower o_f our flocks 
(viz., the young men and maidens) from 
our country villages to London and 
other large towns1 makes village life 
for those left behmd somewhat mono
tonous. Accordingly, anything like the 
annual gatherings of the Suffolk a?d 
Norfolk Association is a thing of m
terest anticipated with pleasure. In 
tiome ' it excites curiosity, in others 
novelty· but to Zion's pilgrims it is 
looked for ward to with great delig~t, 
because it affords them an opportumty 
of grasping the hand and holding sweet 
intercourse with many fellow-travellers 
living in different parts of the land, and 
also of hearing extolled the King whom 
they love. 

Bradfield-St.-George is a rural s~at
tered villag-e situate about five miles 
from Bury,St.-Edmunds. and about the 
same distance from Rattlesden. It con
tains a nice, clean, comfortabl~ Baptist 
chapel, with a good congreg-at1on, com
posed of people living in Bradfield and 
adjoining villages, Here our dear 
brother Dixon has for several years 
laboured, "holding- forth the Wo.rd of 
life." Here he still delights to labour, 
extolling a precious Christ. . 

The tent this year was pitched on a 
meadow belonging to the chapel. Pro
vision was in a marquee a quarter of a 
mile off, which was very prettily deco
rated with various mottoes, so artistic
ally made tba~ one bad almost to ask, 
\\' ere they the works of art or nature? 
Pastor W. Dixon and his committee of 
managers worked hard,. and did their 
best to make every one comfortable. . 

The time fixed to commence worship 
in the God-honoured tent was 10.30, 
when Mr. Ward, Moderator for 1895-6, 
announced Watts' well-known hymn-

" How did my heart rejoice to hear 
My friends devoutly say, 

In Zion let us all a.ppear, 
And keep the solemn day." 

The hymn was sung most cheerfully to 
"Zion's Church," the parts being ta!rnn 
up with beautiful precision and its 
harmonious strains, increased in hearti
ness as we came to the words. " I love 
her gates,"" Up to her courts," &c., &o. 
Psa. xx. and part of Luke xi. was read, 
and Mr.Chilvers, a delegate from Crans
ford, offered prayer. 

Mr. A. J. Ward then read his address, 
which is commenced on another page. 
The hymn," Behold thethroneof grace," 
was sung, and Mr. S. K. Bland, secretary 
to the Association, read an abstract of 

letters from the Churches, which at one 
~nd the same time produced feelings 0f 
JOY, sorrow, and sympathy. 

Pastor H. D. Tooke read the Articles 
of the Association, which is customary 
at these annual gatherings. 8ing-ing 
and the benediction broug-ht the morninu 
service to a close, and a large company 
wended their way to the other tent. 
where bountiful provision was made for 
the outer man. 

After dinner ministers and delegates 
assembled in the chapel for business, 
where for about four hours they sat to 
consider the benefit and welfare of Zion 
and her citizens. 

Soon after two service was resumed 
in the tent, which commenced by sing
ing, " Kindred in Christ," to ·' ,Justifica
tion;' the sweet strains of which, as 
borne on the gentle breeze, were carried 
across meadow, lane, and wood, and 
caught the ear of many a labourer and 
traveller, who might here and there be 
seen leaning on his staff, looking toward 
the tent and listening to the sacred 
song. 

Pastor B. J. Northfield read and prayed, 
and the people sang, "~ ow, gracious 
Lord. Thine arm reveal," and it was our 
privilege and joy to listen to a Christ
exalting, powerful sermon, preached by 
pastor H. T. Chilven from the words, 
"Great is the Lord" (Psa. xlviii. 1). 
We felt truly our God is great ; great 
His power, great His love, &c., and great 
the gifts bestowed upon our young 
brother. May a long life of usefulness 
in the Master's service be the result. 
"O'er the gloomy hills of darkness," 
with pray~r, closed this part of the 
service. After tea 

THE EVENING )IEETIXG 

commenced by singing hymn 27. Our 
genial brother, J. W. Ba.nks, editor of 
the E. V. and G. H .. read Phil. i., and 
the not less genial. warm-hearted, ener
getic brother J. Bonney, of Biggles
wade, Beds, very sweetly led us to the 
mercy seat. This prayer was tender. 
solicitous, fervent. Here follows an 
extract: "Bless, Lord. our Sunday
school teachers ; they have a great and 
important work." "How blessed to get 
a touch of King Jesus, if only the touch 
o.f His little finger," The hymn, "Ye 
servants of the Lord," was sung, and 
pastor S. T. Belcher, of Homerton-row, 
preached from Phil. i. 6. Our brother's 
sermon was deep, instructive, pleasant, 
spiritual, and encouraging. the sav_our 
of which will long linger on the mmd. 
After singing once more, and t_he bene
diction pronounced, the sun havm_g gone 
down and evening shades appearmg, we 
were ~ompelled to bid each other good
night, and seek our various places of 
repose. 
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DELEf; ATES. PRAYER-MEETING. 
At six o'clock on Thursda.y morning 

several assern bled for prayer. Mr. E. 
Hadrlock conducted this devotiona.l ser
'l"ice, a.nd delegates Oxborough (Aldring
ham), Disbrey (Tunstall), Ridley (Grun
disburgh ), Elmer (Pulha.m), Bird 
(Ipswich), Bedingfield (Beccles), Dye 
(~ orwich), ~trickson (Stowmarket), 
Hill (Somersham), E11,sy (Laxfield), took 
pa.rt. 

MIN,STER~· PRAYER-MEETING. 
At !Ul0, a.nother meeting for prayer 

was held, a.nd the following- ministeria.l 
brethren implored the divme blessing: 
H. D. Tooke.W. J. Denmee, Isaiah Smith, 
D. Bennett, B. A. Russell, and J. Hazel
ton. 

By 10.::10 the spacious tent was nicelv 
filled. '' Come we that love the Lord ;, 
wa.s sung, and Mr. S. K. Bla.nd read 
Col. i., and. fervently prayed. After sing
ing again. Mr. Gla.sgow, of Tunsta.ll, 
gave usa. sweet exposition of 1 John iii. 3. 

At the close of this sermon Messrs. 
R. E. Sears and W. Chisnall gave short 
addresses. They expressed J?rea.t plea
sure at being present at this assembly, 
and hoped the time was not far dista.nt 
when there would be a Strict Baptist 
1:!nion all over England. 

At two o'clock we assembled for the 
last ser,ice. A kind of valedictory feel
ing pervaded the mind-joy a.nd grati
tude for all blessings enjoyed, and some 
a.mount of regret that soon these happy 
services would be ended. 

After a. hymn of praise, pastor A. Mor
ling read the Scripture, and offered 
prayer, Another sacred song, and 
brother Kern, of Ipswich, preached from 
Isa.. xxi. 12. The sermon was pathetic, 
stimula.tinJ?, cheering, Christ-exalting, 
and profitable. 

, otes of thanks were accorded to 
Messrs. Mortlock and Clover for use of 
meadow, farm, and premises for horses 
and conveyances; to Mr. Dixon and his 
committee; to those who had lent beds, 
and to all who had worked in any way 
to make comfortable friends attending 
Association services. Pastor W. Dixon 
appropriately responded. 

Denmee, A. Knell, W. Ling-, R. C. Bar
dens. C. Broome, Josiah Merling <High 
Wycombe) W. Leggett, W. Tooke <Ilury ,, 
Tcttma (Clare), B. J. Northfield, J. Bon
ney, Isa.. Smith, - Polley, E. Haddock 
W. Chisnall, R. E. Sears, S. T. Belcher: 
H. D. Mobbs, R. Debnam, H. T. ChilverP1 
- Poock (son ol' the Ipswich veteran or 
bygone days). There were many repre
sentatives of various London and other 
churches. among the number being 
Messrs. J. W. B&nks, F. Applegate 
(Chadwell-street). J. Cooper (West-hill, 
Wandsworth), Howard (Limehouse). 
Brethren S. T. Belcher, H. Clark, and 
R. E. Sears, were present as a deputation 
from the Metropolitan Association of 
Strict Baptist Churches; and our brother 
Josiah Morling, of High Wycombe, to 
our mind,represented the Bucks., Berks., 
Herts, and Oxon Association. Maythc 
Lord add His blessing, and grant that 
through these services glory may 
redound to His name. So pra.ys 

P. BARRELL, 
SUFFOLK STRICT BAPTISTS, 

In continuation of our report of the 
anniversa.ry meetings of the Suffolk and 
Norfolk Association, held at Bradfield
St.-George (says the Buru F1·ee Press), it 
may be mentioned that Mr. H. Walker, 
the prospective Liberal candidate for 
the North-Western Division of Suffolk, 
took dinner and tea with the company 
on Thursday. After dinner he was in
troduced by the Moderator, pastor A. J. 
Ward, and Mr. Walker spoke a few 
words in response on civil and religious 
liberty. In the evening many of the 
company journeyed to Bury-St-Ed
mund's, and attended a service in the 
Westgate-road Chapel. Mr. John Ba.nks 
read a portion of Scripture, pastor 
Belcher offered prayer, and brother 
Tooke, of Grundisburgh, son of the 
pastor who is now ministering at the 
Westgate-road Chapel, preached an ex
cellent sermon from Phil. iii. 13, 14. 
The ohapel is a neat and olean structure, 
and new iron railings have just been 
put in front. 

SURREY TABERNACLE. 
SERVICES in commemoration of the 

THE ASSOCIATION ANTHEM, eighth anniversary of our beloved and 
·' Blest be the tie that binds," to highly-esteemed pastor,Mr. 0. S. Dolbey, 
·• Glasgow," was very hea.rtily rendered were held in this noble sanctuary on 
by the large audience, and prayer by Wedneeday, June 19, when it pleased 
pastor W. Dixon brought these refre9h• our ~racious God to favour us with His 
ing services to a close. prec10us presence, and make the plaoe of 

Not the least pleasing feature was to His feet very glorious, for of a truth it 
se,; several young ministerial brethren was felt that His glory filled the plaoe. 
with us, reminding us of the fact that, Our brother Northfield, of Ma.rob, was 
although God buries His workmen, He enabled by the Holy Spirit to preach a 
raises up others to carry on His work. very savoury and spiritually edifying 
Among others present were H. Clarke and comforting sermon from the words, 
(of Wandsworth), S. K. Bland, A. J. "For Christ also bath once ~uffered for 
Ward, W. Dixon, D. Dickerson, J. Hazel- sins the just for the unjust, that He 
ton, H. D. Tooke, L. H. Coils, J. Andrews, might bring us to God" (I Peter iii. 18). 
W H. Ranson, S. Haddock, W. Gla3gow, 1 Tea having been partaken bya goodly 
W Kern,D. Bennett,W.H.Evans,W.J. company, a meeting was held in the 
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evening, presided over by the pastor, 
who was surrounded by his eight 
deacons und a goodly array of minis
terial brethren, and a large and noble 
company of friends assembled to testify 
their appreciation of our much-loved 
pastor, and to wish him again a hearty 
God-speed in his work of faith and 
l!Lbour of love in his dear Master's cause. 
Hymn 669, "Great King of glory, come," 
having been most heartily sung, and 2 

. Cor. iv. having been read, brother Crow
hurst very sweetly implored the divine 
blessing, and then the pastor delivered 
the opening address, founded on the 
words, "This ministry" (2 Cor. iv. I); he 
ehewed that the Gospel was a divine 
institution to be proclaimed by those 
whom God sends, and there was a two· 
fold object to be answered by the minis
try. 1. The calling of those who have 
been redeemed by Christ; and 2. Instruc
tion, leading, building up, comforting, 
and sanctifying the people of God. 
Brother Mitchell followed with a sweet 
address from the words, "He shall glorify 
me" (John xvi. 14). Brother Cattell 
founded his address on the words: "That 
I may know Him, and the power of His 
resurrection." Our brother Carr then 
spoke on behalf of the deacons, Church, 
and congregation, expressing their 
thanks to our r,ovenant God for His 
manifold blessings during another year, 
after which our brother J. E. Hazelton, 
who was lovingly introduced by the pre
sident, spoke very acceptably from Mai. 
iv. 2, "But unto you that fear My name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise," &c. 
Brother Northfield followed with sweet 
comments1on Psa. lxiii. 7, "Because Thou 
hast been my help, therefore in the 
shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice." 
Brother Dolbey then addressed the 
friends, expressive of his thankfulness 
and gratitude to our Lord and Master for 
the help afforded in the past, and hope 
for the future, and the meeting was 
closed with the doxology and benedic
tion. 

A verse of a hymn was sung between 
the addresses, announced by the deacons, 
and the meeting was one of the best 
that has been held in thiR honoured and 
sacred building so dear to the saints of 
God; long may it stand, as it is a palace 
built for God. While time shall last 
may the glorious Gospel of the grace of 
God continue to be proclaimed therein, 
many precious souls be born again, the 
Lord's people fed, Jehovah honoured, 
and His dear servant encouraged, prays 
one who feels that-
,, There bis best friends fl,Ud kinclrecl dwell, 

There God, his Saviour, reigns." 
-G.F.G. 

MARCH (PROYIDEKCE).-Abundant 
evidence of the oontinued prosperity of 
this place of worship under the pastoral 
care of Mr. B. J. Northfield, was forth
coming at the anniversary commemora-

tions which took place on the sec<mrl 
Sunday in June, and the Tuesday fol
lowing. Large congregations were pre
sent at the Eervices on Sunday, when 
Mr. J. Juli, of Cambridge, was once 
more the preacher, basing his discourse 
on Col. i. 12, in the morning, and Luke 
xxiv. 4!), in the evening. On Tueeday 
morning a well-attended service was held 
in the chapel, Mr. Reynolds delivering 
an able sermon from Rom. viii. 3k, :rn . 
Luncheon was served to about H)O per
sons, In the afternoon Mr. Reynolds 
again preached, taking for his text Isa. 
!viii. 11. About 200 persons partook of 
tea, and in the evening Mr. Box, of Lon
don, preached to a very lar;:re congrega
tion, which included many friends 
from the surrounding districts. Mr. 
Box founded an earnest and thoughtful 
sermon upon John viii. 39. The total 
receipts of the anniversary amounted to 
£40, which will be devoted to the chapel 
funds, The celebration was a thorough 
success throughout.-Lvcal Paptl'. 

ILFORD (EBENEZER).-We held our 
59th anniveraary on Tuesday, May 21. 
In the afternoon, brother J.M. Rundell, 
of the Surrey Tabernacle, preached a 
most encouraging, soul-establishing, and 
God-glorifying sermon from Psa. lxviii. 
18," He hath ascended up on high," &c. 
Tea was provided, of which a goodly 
number of friends partook. In the 
evening a public meeting was held, at 
which brother G. Turner presided. 
After reading 1 John v., brotherJ. Flory 
engaged in prayer. The chairman then 
spoke very ably on the divinity of 
Christ as set forth by the apostle in the 
chapter he had read, pointing out the 
importance of being well grounded in 
those truths. This was followed by 
addresses from brethren W. H. Lee, H, 
D. Sandell, J. M. Rundell, and A. H. 
Pounds. We found it good to be there, 
feeling that the Lord was with us to 
bless us. The services were well
attended throughout. The chairman 
and friends from far and near contri
buting liberally towards the support of 
the cause for which we desire to raise 
another Ebenezer, and say. ·'Hitherto the 
Lord bath helpei us." To Him be all the 
praise.-W. G. F. 

CROYDO:'-. lSALE:U, WINDMILL· 
ROAD).-Our 15th anniversary took place 
on Thur.day, May ,lO; it was truly a 
happy day at Salem. Our dear brother 
Mr. Dolbey, occupied the pulpit in the 
afternoon, taking for his text Psa. l.xxxv. 
H. Verily, the Lord was with him; it 
was a God-glorifying discourse. '!'he 
hearts of thti people were made glad. A 
goodly number remained to tea, and at 
the evening meeting, our dear brother 
G. F. Gray, E;q., of the Surrey T,tber
nacle, presided, and in his opening 
remarks he soon found his way in to the 
hearts of the people. After singing a 
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sweet song of praise, our brother Parnell 
led us up into the heights of electing 
love. being· followed closely by brother 
Copeland into companionship with "The 
Lord thy God," leaving a little room for 
brother Gould to enter with a few 
thoughts of heavenly consolation, then, 
after singing· another of the ,, Songs of 
Zion," came brother Dolbey like a strong 
ma.n to run a race, giving us an excellent 
speech. After singing "All hail the 
power of Jesu's name,•· our friends dis
persed with hearts flowing with love and 
gratitude to God. Collections a.bout £11. 
"Praise the Lord." so pra.yeth Salem's 
pastor, ~'ILLIAM HORTON, 

WHITESTOXE. HEREFORD. -Pro
fitable services were held on Whit-Sun
day. when Mr. Price, the pastor, was 
blessedly helped in the services. On the 
Monday we again gathered in this much
loved sanctuary. Willing hands and 
cheerful hearts made the chapel fragrant 
with flowers, and pleasant with ever
greens. The tables were well-filled, and 
many gathered round, presided over by 
Mrs. Godwin, of the'· Ferns," Mrs, Hill, 
Mrs. H. Godwin, Mrs. A. Lewis,Mrs. J. 
& R. Price, Mrs. Lawrence, and Miss N. 
Godsall. The evenin,::- meeting was pre
sided over by Mr. H. Godwin, when that 
good old hymn was sung, "Come, let us 
join our cheerful songs," and Mr. Tran
ter, of London, offered prayer. Brethren 
Pontifex, of Fownhope, Burt, Sharpe, 
Watts, Watkins, Kash. and Mr, Price, 
gave spiritual addresses. The service of 
praise was sweet. MissGodwinofficia.ted 
at the organ. "All hail the power of 
J esu's name" brought the happy sen-foe 
to a close.-J. LEWIS. 

POULKER, NEAR RINGWOOD.-We 
wish to ag-ain record the loving-kindness 
of our God and Father in celebrating 
the 35th anniversary of the school and 
cause here. which took place on Lord's
day, June !J. The past.:ir, E. Diffey, 
\)reached in the morning from the sub
ject of " Meekness," in the evening from 
·' The Cities of Refuge," a type of 
Christ. Mr. G. Webb also ga.ve an 
address from "Search the Scriptures." 
S1,ecial hymns and recitations were 
gi,en by the scholars and teachers, who 
were helped by friends frem Ringwood 
and other places. On the Thursday after 
the annual tea and meeting was held. 
The pastor took the chair at the meeting, 
and addresses delivered by brethren 
M. C. Taylor. G. E. Page, G. H. White, 
W R. Chesterton, S, Flemington, and 
R. B. Morrison. The reports, &c., given 
by the pastor, shewed that during the 
year the Lord had been with us and 
blesoed us. The Sunday-school numbers 
were as g·ood as last year-morning 
attendance an-raged :-io, afternoon G5. 
There were eight teachers, seven are 
members of the Church. Although we 
cannot recurd an, results, yet we look to 

the Lord to bless His word. In Church 
life we have much to be thankful for. 
We have baptized and added to the 
Church one brother who came from 
Devonshire. We have been able to con
tribute to the Strict Ba_ptist Mission. 
Having obtained help of God we con
tinue unto this day. Praise His holy 
name. Amen.-E. DIFFEY, Ringwood. 

VICTORIA PARK.-A prayer-meet
ing is held in the afternoon of the . 
second and fourth Sunday in the 
month at 58, Brandon-road. Sunday 
afternoon, May 12th, the third year of 
its existence was celebrated by a large 
gathering of friends. Brother Poyton 
was chosen chairman, and prayer and 
addresses were ma.de by brethren 
Morton, Bradbury, Pardo, Whaley, 
Crispin, Cleaverl Jacobs, Presta.fl'e, and 
others. Mr. a.na Mrs. Everett invited 
friends to take tea, after which they 
separated, each going to their own place 
of worship.-GEOBGE POYTON. 

PIMLICO.-On Whit-Monday the 
usual anniversary services were held at 
Rehoboth. A profitable sermon was 
preached in the afternoon by Mr. J. H. 
Lynn from John xvi. 13. The preacher 
dwelt very sweetly on the office and 
work of the Holy Spirit, and the dis
course was much enjoyed. After the 
usual social tea, a public meeting was 
held, presided over by Mr. W. Harris. 
The 30th Psalm was read, and Mr. 
Woodrow sweetly approached the throne 
of grace. The chairman's address was 
afterwards delivered in a homely 
manner, and excellent speeches were 
given by brethren J. H. Lynn, H. T. 
Chilvers, J. Kingston, J. Parnell, and 
E. Mountford. The meeting was brought 
to a close by singing the hymn, "Crown 
Him Lord of all," and the be11ediction. 
The singing in the evening was led in 
a hearty manner by Mr. Everett, of 
"Shalom," Hackney, The attendance 
was excellent, and many friends came 
from the neighbouring cause, "Carmel," 
to wish us God-speed. T-he collections 
were fairly good.-W. T. TEBBUTT. 

CLACTON-ON-SEA. 
Inte1'l'Stblg Out-door Baptizing Service 

at Holland Com,non. 
SINCE the esbblishment of the Baptist 
cause at Clacton-on-Sea, that body has 
made gentle progress, and it is now a 
flourishing community. Commenced a 
little over two years ago, in a private 
residence in Castle-road, the space there 
soon became too limited, and the present 
premises in West-avenue were chosen. 
Mr. J. \V. Motson, who was founder of 
the movement, was, by general consent 
of the Church, chosen pastor of the 
little flock, and progress has been 
steadily maintained to the present time. 

Sunday, May 19th, the first baptizing· 
service was held, and it had been re-
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solved that thie should take r,lace, as 
the first baptisms did, out of doors. Mr. 
G. W. Frost, of Little Clacton, had 
kindly granted the use of his meadow, 
and the fleet which runs through it, for 
the occasion, and all preparations were 
made. Notwithstanding the very in
clement weather, at the time appointed, 
2.30, there was a goodly company 
assembled, the friends from Clacton-on
Sea being joined by several others from 
Great Clacton, 'fhorpe, Great Holland, 
and other villages. J nst at the time 
rain began to fall, and the preparatory 
service was therefore conducted in the 
cottage of Mr. Hall, commencing with 
singing, 

"All hail the power of J esu's name.'' 
Mr. Motson gave a most earnest and 
fervent address, founded on the words, 
" I speak concerning Christ and the 
Church" (Ephes. v. 32). First he spoke 
of Christ as the Head of the Church, 
and then proceeded to show that in the 
ordination they were about to celebrate 
they were following His precept and 
example in obedience to a divine com
mand. 

"Jesus, and shall it eyer be,'' 
was heartily sung, and then a move 
was made to the meadow. The pastor 
stood in the fleet, nearly to the waist, 
and there receiving the two candidates, 
immersed them in the name of the 
Trinity, the hymn, 

"Ashamed of Jesus," 
being sung whilst they were still in the 
water; and the service concluded by 
singing the doxology and pronouncing 
of the benediction. There was- not the 
slightest interruption to the proceed
ings on the part of the public, and at 
their conclusion the friends were at 
once driven home. It is satisfactory to 
note that nearly all were present at the 
evening service, none of them seeming 
any the worae for their exposure to the 
inclemency of the weather.-Clacton 
A dvertisc,·, May 25th. 

BRADFIELD-ST.-GEORGE. - The 
45th anniversary was held on Whit
Sunday and Whit-Monday, June 2nd 
and 3rd. The services were quite be
yond our expectation, seeing the Asso
ciation meetings had been held only the 
week before. We have every reason to 
thank God and take courage. On the 
Sunday our brother C. Suggate preached, 
it bein~ his first visit to us. Our 
brother's words were well received, and 
the attendance was very fair. On the 
Monday, Pastor J. Jull (of Cambridge) 
preached in the afternoon upon our 
Lord Jesus healing the leper. The 
touch of the word of the Lord was felt 
in our hearts, and very sweetly did our 
brother dwell upon the words, "and 
,T esus touched him," and so did the 
Word touch us; we felt it. About 100 
took tea. In the evening onr pastor 

presided, and some very excellent ad
dresses were given by brethren Tooke, 
Evans, Hazelton, Dickerson, Knell, 
Ju!l, and Suggate. Never did we hear 
brethren speak better and in sweeter 
harmony. We could all say very truly, 
"Master, it is good to be here." Our col
lections were nearly £5; £11 had already 
been promised by the Church and con
gregation. Our pastor had collected 
nearly £9 from friends outside, inclu
ding £5 from a friend in London, which 
is to pay for the painting and repairing 
of our chapel and chapel-house. Very 
heartily did we sing. " Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow." Our brother 
Suggate closed with prayer one of the 
best and most spiritual anniversary ser
vices we have ever held. Our thanks 
are dne to Mr. and Mrs. W. Bland and 
Mrs. H. Last for the management of the 
tea; and we also take this opportunity 
of thanking all the friends who so 
kindly and willingly helped us at the 
Association meetings in the accommo
dation afforded to all friends who visited 
us, trusting we shall reap a harvest of 
blessing from the seed sown at these 
services. 

UCKFIELD, SUSSEX.-The 111th 
anniversary of the formation of the 
Strict Baptist Church at Uckfield was 
held on May 22nd, 1895. Mr. S. Gray 
preached in the afternoon a most en
couraging sermon. A. goodly company 
of friends partook of tea together. Our 
pastor, Mr. H. Gardner, presided at the 
evening meeting. Mr. Dadswell read 
the report, which was a very encoura
ging one. The chapel has been reno
vated, and looks quite cheerful and 
nice. Messrs. Gray, Virgo (senior and 
junior), Webb, and Crowther gave 
excellent addresses. Mr. H. Gardner 
thanked all who had assisted in making 
the meeting a success. A most happy 
and soul-cheering- meeting was brought 
to a close by singing and prayer. We 
are free from debt.-H. P. 

TORQUAY.-On Whit-Monday the 
newly-formed Strict Baptist Church, 
meeting for worship in a building 
adjoining Wood's Pavilion Coffee 
Tavern, Union-street, held special ser
vices at the old Baptist Chapel, Newton 
Abbot (kindly lent for the occasion), 
when, after a sermon by Mr. E. oI. 
Bacon, pastor of Trinity. Plymouth, 
three followers of the Lamb were 
immersed in the name of the Lord 
(one being over 70 years of ag·e). the 
firstfruits to God and the Lamb of the 
'' little one·• at Torquay. A tea was 
afterwards held, followed by a public 
meeting, when brethreu Parr (Broad
hempstone),Tarr and Varney (Torquay). 
Leamar and Marks (Totnes), gave soul
encouraging and God-glorifying ad
clresses. A good day, in every sense of 
the word, was experienced : harps that 
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had long hung in silence on the willows 
were manifestly turned and strung by 
the Spirit to the power of Jesu's name. 

HAPPY AND HOPEFFL AT OTLEY. 
THERE a.re some points and incidents 
connected with the cause at Otley, 
Suffolk. which calls for praise and 
gratitude. •· God moves in a mysterious 
way., in bringing sinners from the 
thraldom of sin and Satan into the 
glorious liberty of the Gospel, and to 
follow the Lord in the ordinances of 
His house. 

April 7th was a high day with us, 
for our pastor was privileged to baptize 
eight more in the name of the sacred 
Trinitv. Oh. how encouraging it is 
for th'e pastor to lal;our on still, and 
for the Church to watch and pray. This 
event and the bright cloud of prosperity 
which at present hangs over the Church 
here is almost without precedent; at 
anv rate. it has not been exceeded in 
its· history since its formation. The 
Church experienced some very briirht 
and prosperous periods in the late 
pa.,tora.te. 

Another very humbling and encourag
ing 1,oint in connection with th~ last 
additions is that there were four m one 
family, making- four successive genera
tions that our God has added to the 
Church. This is unique in its history, 
if not in the history of most causes. 

One other point is worthy of notice. 
About twelve months ago the chapel 
cleaner, an ancestor of the family re
ferred to above, overbalanced herself 
when ta.kina water from the pool and 
fell in. Sh~ was taken out alive, but 
survived only a few houre. _Her dear 
Lord saw fit to take her straight home 
from a watery grave. She was of a 
ripe ag-e. One of the candidates dates 
his arrest and conversion to the eermon 
preached on her behalf: thus there was 
life from the dead. The Lord takes 
home one. and puts another in her 
place. Are not His works and ways 
mysterious and marvellous? 

Once more. During the last few 
years of the ministry of their late 
1,astor there was but very little apparent 
success, and he was often cast down by 
rearnn thereof; but he still kept on 
sowing the seed, not kn?,wi~g which 
or when it would prosper, this or th;at, 
or whether they would be both ahke 
good.' 

HE PLOUGHED JN HOPE, 

he threshed in hope, and the dear Lord 
has spared him to rejoice in hope, for 
one of the candidates dates the ~rst 
impression that they po3sessed a_n Im
mortal soul and that they were smners 
&"a.inst a holy and righteous God, to 
0 ;';.e particular time in the later part of 
bis ministry. Thus "One sows and 
another reapE·" so the former and 
present pastor's can join together in 

spirit and rejoice in our dear Redeemer's 
words in John iv. :Iii, :li. 

"Deep in unfathomable n1inc~ 
or ne,·er-fn.iling skill, 

He tre"'snres up His bright designs, 
And "-orks Hi~ ~overeign will." 

GEo. FREEMAN. 
Otley, April Lith, 18r:i. 

AYLESBURY.-On Sunday and Mon
day, June 2nd and 3rd, the second anni
versary of Mr. D. Witton's pastorate 
a.t the Baptist Church was celebrated, 
On the Sunday special sermons were 
preached by the pastor, in the course 
of which he referred to the measure of 
success that had attended his labours 
in the past. and asserted his oonfidence 
that there were yet "showers of bless
ing" to follow. On Monday special 
sermons were preached by Mr. E. 
White, of Woolwich, afternoon and 
evening. This being Mr, White's first 
visit to Aylesbury, much interest was 
felt in the proceedings, and a. good 
number of friends from the surrounding 
Baptist Churches attended, and excellent 
discourses were listened to. Tea. was 
provided, to which a good number sat 
down, and the services throughout 
proved successful.-Local Paper. 

BRA.INTREE (SALEM). - A small 
company with a great Chief still paying 
a. large dividend. The thirty-first anni
versary was celebrated on Whit-Sunday 
and Monday, June 2nd and 3rd. On 
Sunday three refreshing sermons were 
preached by brother J. House. On 
Monday afternoon Mr. Chisnall, Hon. 
Sec. L.S.B.M.A., preached to a good 
congregation, friends coming from 
Colchester and Chelmsford. A tea was 
provided, after which a public meeting 
was held, our aged and much-esteemed 
friend Mr. Beach, of Chelmsford, pre
siding. Addresses were given by 
brethren C'hisnall, HollSe, Bakec. T~or
rington, and Cotter, the latter declarmg 
that former visits to Braintree had 
proved a good investment for the 
Chelmsford friends. The collections 
lead one to believe that many thought 
the same, being above the average. The 
few friends who usually meet at Salem 
were gratified to see so many friends, 
and to hea.r that they gain by their 
visits. and desire to give God the glory. 
-A. BAKER. 

ELTHA.M. - Our friAnds who have 
for some yeara worshipped in their 
Baptist meeting-room in the High
street, had a good day in every sense of 
the word on Whit-Monday. The publie 
hall was lent to them free of charge, 
wherein to hold their anniversary ser
vices. Brother Copeland, of Croydon, 
1ireached in the afternoon. Our brothi;r 
John Piggott presided over the publ10 
meeting in the eveninir. which was 
addressed by brethren Wileman, E. W. 
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Flegg, Samuel Banks. e.nd J. Copeland. 
Large congregationR aesembled at each 
eer vice. Liberal collections were taken., 
which quite relieved the Church here 
from debt. There is the hope and 
prospect of freehold land and II ohapel 
m the near future. The Lord be 
praisedl-S. B. 

CAMDEN HIGH SCHOOLS. - The 
twenty-third11nnivers11ryof the Sunday
school was held on Sunday, May 12th, 
and Wednesday, May 15th. • On Sunday 
m.Qrning an early prayer-meeting was 
held, ),resided over by our · beloved 
superintendent, J. R. Freeman, and 
there was II g.oad attendance. Brother 
Samuel Banks preached two excellent 
sermons, morning and evening, to good 
-0ongregations, and in the afternoon 
delivered an address to the teachers, 
scholars and friends. The new A-venue 

· Sunday-school, Pratt-street, was repre
sented by the attendance of a goodly 
number of teachers and senior scholars, 
whom we were pleased to see and 
welcome. On the Wednesday evening, 
.our .esteemed brother I. R. Wakelin 
kindly and ably presided. Our late 
superintendent, brother C. J. Burrows, 
aPked for the Lord's blessing upon the 
meetinll', The annual report was read 
by the secretary, and the treasurer gave 
a ·statement of the school's finances, 
after which brethren H. J. Wileman, 
W. S. Millwood, and Samuel Banks 
spoke of the things which they had 
tasted, handled. and felt of the good 
word of life. The services were inter
spersed with appropriate hymns. The 
-001lections were good. After a few re
marks from our superintendent, the 
chairman pronounced the benediction, 
and we felt we <,1ould say, "The Lord 
bath done great things for us, whereof 
we are glad."-P. H. 

PIMLICO (CARMEL). - Services in 
connection with the pastor's, second 
anniversary were held Sunday, May 
5th, and Tuesday, May 7th. Brother 
Chilvers, of Keppel-street, delivered an 
excellent sermon on Sunday morning 
from Isa. xxviii. 16, and in the evening 
a sermon by the pastor, J. Kingston, 
from Heb. xiii. 20, 21. On Tuesday 
afternoon we had a soul-cheering dis
course by brother Box, of Soho, from 
Rom. x. 12, "The same Lord over all iR 
rich unto all that call upon Him." 
The public meeting in the evening was 
presided over by C. Wilson, Esq. After 
reading Psa, ciii., brother Clark, of 
Wand8worth, entreated the Lord's 
blessing upon the gathering. 'l'he 
pastor gave a retrospective view of his 
two years' pastorate, having bapti.zed 
thirteen whom the Lord had called to 
a knowledge of Himself, and seventeen 
admitted into fellowship with us. · 
Brother Chilvers gave an address from 
the words," I pray for them." Brother 

Copeland followed with a few remark, 
upon "Rejoice in the Lord al way." 
Brother Lynn delivered some savoury 
remarks from ·• Covet earnestly the 
best gifts." Brother Sandell gave a 
few words from "Happy is that people 
whose God is the Lord.'' This happy 
meeting was brought to a close with 
many good wishes to our pastor and 
prayer.-W. H. 

GREAT YARMOUTH (YORK-ROAD). 
-On Monday, March 2i'i, 1895, we held a 
farewell tea. and prayer-meeting. to bid 
adieu to our dear old dea.con and his wife, 
Mr. and Mrs. Pittock, who were leaving 
next day for their new abode. Truly, 
God moves in a mysterious way. After 
near forty years' residence in Yarmouth. 
where we expected he would end his 
days, circumstances arose compelling 
him to change his abode, and providence 
pointed to Stratford, where our friend is 
now residing. The prayer-meeting was 
solemn, hearty, and feeling; blessings, 
temporal and spiritual, were most 
earnestly and unitedly sought for our 
brother and his dear partner, and also 
for the Church they were leaving. I 
feel a solemn persuasion the prayers 
were registered on high, for in a most 
remarkable way those petitions have 
been heard and answered by our most 
gracious God, and calls for our heartfelt 
thanks and praises, and confirms our 
faith in our heavenly Father. as a 
prayer-hearing and r.nswering God -
J. MUSKETT. 

IPSWICH (Z0AR) .-Special services in 
connection with the G-!th anniversary 
were held on Sunday, May 26. Mr. E. 
Marsh preached three sermomo. We had 
a very happy day, and the people were 
fed ( without the excitement often 
attending anniversary services). Our 
brother spoke as one who felt the burden 
of the Word, and as one whose faith has 
been tried, who understood what Paul 
referred to in 1 Cor. i. 4, as being able to 
comfort others with or by the comfort 
wherewith he himself had been com
forted of God.-JABF.Z WRIGHT. 

SHOULDHAM-STREET.-The 16th 
anniversary was held on May 19 and :ll. 
The pastor preached in the morning of 
Lord's-day, 19th, from Heb. viii. 1, and 
our esteemed brother, E. Mitchell, in the 
evening; the presence and blessing of 
the Lord was realised. On the 21st 
brother Mitchell again occupied the 
pulpit in the afternoon, and preached an 
excellent sermon. A goodly number sat 
down to tea. A public meeting followed, 
the pastor presiding; after sing-in_~, an_d 
reading Psa. cxv., brother Wm. Harris 
offered :prayer, manifestly led by the 
Holy Spirit, our brother took our hearts 
with him to the throne of grace, and we 
are sure the Lord largely answered many 
of his pointed petitions in the subse,1 uent 
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spiritual, experimental, and savoury 
addresses. Our brothers Chandler from 
Psa. xliii. ii; Holden, Isa. xli. G; _Mitchell, 
Heh. xi. ~: Reynolds, Psa. cxix. lli; 
80ars, :--ong of Sol. ii. :~; White, 1 Cor. 
iii. 9. Collections were very good. 
amounting for the two days to _£29, and 
we feel that we have abundant cause to 
thank God and take courage, we desire 
to praise Him. and thank the many 
friends who came to help and cheer us, 
May God bless them all, so prays, 
ERENEZER BEECHER. 

BANBl-RT. OXOX (EBENEZER).
Our friends here are still pressing on in 
the strength of the Lord. The chapel is 
neat, clean, and comfortable, not many 
minutes from B1mbury-cross. Mr. 
Brooke, at the last anniversary preached 
from John xi. 42-46. and Eph. vi. rn. It 
was g·ood to be there. 

St:"DBOURNE.-Anniversaryof Sun
day-school was held Whit-Sunday and 
Monday, June 2 and 3, Mr. C. Lockwood, 
of Beccles, conducted three services on 
the Sunday. In the afternoon the chil
dren recited, kc. Mr. Lockwood's sermon 
and addresses were much enjoyed. On 
Monday afternoon the children again 
recited, and special hymns were sung 
by them and choir, and an encouraging 
report of our Sunday-school read. Mr. 
H. D. Tooke, from Grundishurgh, gave 
an appropriate address to children and 
teachers. A goodly number took tea, 
and our brother Mr, Tooke preached a 
most encouraging sermon. On Wednes
day we held our school treat; through 
the kindness of friends, who lent wag
::tons. a.bout 120 children and teachers 
rode · to Iken Cliff. We were met by 
many friends from surrounding villages. 
After tea the children received their 
JJrizes. The doxology brought this 
cheerful anniversary to a close. 

PLYMOUTH (TRINITY,YORK-BTREET) 
-The second Sabbath-school ·anniver
sary took place on Lord's-day, June 9. 
The pastor, M.r. E. M. Bacon, preached 
morning and evening' two appropriate 
sermons from 2 Tim. iii. 15-17. In the 
afternoon Mr. C. S. Pella.tt (treasurer), 
spoke from ,lob v. 27 (first clause), after 
which the prizes were distributed by 
the pastor, assisted by the superinten
dent, Mr. Lapthorne, and the secretary, 
Mr. A. Wingate, each child receiving a 
book,kindly given by Mr. J. Davis, a 
member of the congregation. Special 
hymns and anthems were admirably 
rendered by the choir and scholars under 
the able leading of Mr. T. Wingate and 
the organist, Mr. Porteus. On the fol
lowing day the annual outing took place 
at Greatlands, the day being very fine. 
The scholars were regaled with a sump
tuous tea; several friends sent sweets, 
nuts, b:c., and each child was presented 
with a toy and bun on leaving the field. 

Over a hundred friends shewed their 
love and sympathy with the sohool by 
joining us at tea, specially provided, 
·rhe financial result was exceedingly 
gratifying, as, after payine- all expenses, 
a substantial balance remams to the trea
surer for future developments. The Lord 
has done great things for us whereof we 
are glad. To His name be the praise.-
a. S, PELLATT. 

SUTTON (SUFFOLK).-On Whit-Tues
day Sunday-school anniversary was held, 
the children receiving prizes of hooks 
and Bibles,presented by brethren J aoobs, 
Keeble, and Welton, of Ipswich, with 
kind words of coumel. Tea was pro
vided, and a goodly number partook of 
it. The evening meeting was presided 
over by pastor J. Andrews,of Waldring
field. Brethren Jacobs, Welton, and 
Keeble gave soul-cheering addresses, 
full of Christ, seeking . throughout to 
exalt Him who is .alone worthy to be 
exalted. The friends were cheered and 
blest, and expressed their gratitude to 
the four brethren who . bad. come to 
their help in. their widowed state, hav
ing so recently been bereaved of their 
beloved pastor, J. Cook. May the Lord 
preserve them from wolves in sheep's 
clothing, and send them an under shep
herd who will care for the flock. So
prays AN OLD FRIEND TO THE CAUSE, 

WALDRINGFIELD, SUFFOLK. -
On Whit-Monday, full meetings were 
held to celebrate the Sunday-school 
anniversary. Numbers came from 
Ipswich and surrounding villages. 
Brethren Bardens, Jacobs, Keeble, and 
Welton were present· and took part in 
the distribution of prizes to thecnildren 
with loving words -0f counsel. Brother 
Bardens also gave an address to parents, 
teachers, ano children. An excellent 
tea was provided. ·The evening meeting, 
preaided over by the pastor ( J. Andrews)• 
was realised as the crowning one of the 
day. The presence and blessing of the 
Lord was realised as our brethren 
Bardens, Jacobs, Keeble, and Welton, 
each gave earnest. truthful, encouraging, 
and loving addresses. Christ the eter
nal Son of God, His glorious work, His 
person, His character, and His infinite 
changeless love to the exaltation of His 
glorious name, was the theme of the 
several spe9kers. A collection was made 
durinl! the meeting, and the appeal was 
heartily responded to, for clearing off' 
the debt of ten guineas, after which 
there was still a lack of 24s. C.d. A 
second appeal was mad!', which was 
immediately and willingly responded 
to, with the result that the debt was 
cleared and a sm ~n balanoe ovAr. 
Hearty thanks were given to all who 
had so kindly and lovingly helped, ancl
then praised the Lord in the doxologv. 
The benediction closed the meeting, all 
retiring with joyfulness of heart. 
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PROFITABLE SERVICE8 AT 
CROWLE. DONCASTER. 

SUNDAY, ,June 2nd, was a full and 
profitable day at the above Church. 
The pastor, W. Rowton-Parker. preached 
three times to crowded and overflowing 
congregations, and at the close of the 
afternoon service baptized four candi
dates by immersion in the name of the 
Holy Trinity. After the evening ser
vice, the ordinance of the Lord's Supper 
was observed, and the four dear friends 
who were haptized m the afternoon re
ceived the right hand of fellowship in 
the name of the Church. and sat down 
to partake of the blessed memorial 
feast. 

On Sunday, June 9th, the 296th anni
versary of the Church, and the 76th of 
the Sunday-school, were celebrated1 the 
pastor again taking the three services ; 
1t was indeed a joyous time, with many 
tokens of divine blessing. The congre
gations were not only crowded, but 
overflowing, large numbers having to 
find seats as best they could in the 
schoolroom adjoining. The children 
and choir sang select anniversary 
hymns of praise and thanksgiving to 
God. 

On the day following, a well-attendeq 
public tea was. provided in the school, 
and in the evening a public meetinl!" 
was held, under the presidency of F. E. 
Smith, Esq., when stirring and spiritual 
~ddresses. were given by the chairman, 
11,nd by ]\fr, Porteous, Mr. Barker, and 
the pastor,.; it was a good time, and 
many were blessed. 

On Tuesday,· the Sunday-school chil
dren and teachers met for tea. The 
youngsters spent the evening in inno
cent games, and, receiving a liberal 
supply of sweetmeats-the gift of 
friends- thoroug-hly enjoyed them
selves. By common consent, this is the 
happiest and most profitable anniver
sary held in connection with this 
Church for some years past. 

Sunday, June 16th, was prize-day at 
the school, when the pastor in the 
afternoon, after a brief but pointed 
address to the children, parents, and 
friends assembled, presented to the 
successful scholars a number of hand
some and excellent books, such as 
"Pilgrim's Progress," Bibles, and the 
like, which had been awarded by the 
officers and friends for regular attend
ance and good behaviour. With the 
presentation a few kindly, helpful, and 
encouraging words were spoken to each 
boy and girl as the book was handed to 
them, in which the spiritual was not 
forgotten or neglected. God is mani
festly with us in all our work, and to 
Him we desire to ascribe all praise. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM). - Our May 
meetings were favoured with the 
Lord's presence and blessing. Brother 
Box preached a thorough good sermon 

from Cant. vii. I Brother Clark. of 
Wandsworth, seemed quite at home in 
presiding over the evening meeting, 
and the followina- brethren all spoke 
well to their subjects - Margerum, 
Marsh, Mutimer, Sears, Shepherd, and 
Nayes. Brother Harris prayed. The 
attendance waA fairly good, and the 
collections were satisfa.ctory.~F. C. H., 
Pastor. 

PONDERS END (1'!DENJ.-8pecial 
services were held on Wednesday. May 
15th, to celebrate the third anniversary 
of the formation of the Church. In 
the afternoon brother E. Mitchell. of 
Chadwell-street, delivered to a very 
encouragin~ congregation an able and 
edifying discourse, which was much 
appreciated. Brother Lovelock pre
sided over the evening meeting, in the 
room of brother Baldwin. who was 
prevented attending through family 
affliction, but who nevertheless con
tributed generously to the collection. 
The chairman gave expression to 
some useful remarks. founded upon 
the observation of the Shunamite. 
"I dwell among mine own people,. 
(2 Kings iv. 13). Brother C. Hewitt 
followed with a financial report of 
the Building Fund. Brother Mitchell, 
being · called upon, delivered a very 
savoury and interesting address upon 
prayer, its nature and success, support
ing his observations by a variety of 
apposite illustrations. Brother Chi! vers 
followed upon the same subject. 
Brethren Green, of Swavesey, and 
Alfrey, of Enfield Highway, alw 
favoured us with brief speeches of an 
encouraging character. Collections of 
the day, together with a small balance 
in hand, realised £10. The debt upon 
the building has thus been reduced to 
£150. To the Lord be all the glory and 
blessing.-C. HEWITT. 

A DAY OF REJOICING AT 
THURLESTONE. 

THIS little hill of Zion (Providence) 
experienced a day of rejoicing on Whit
Monday, June 3, when, in the morning, 
at 10.30, pastor McKee ( of Holling
worth) opened the service by giving 
out the hymn:-

" 0 for a hen.rt prepared to :-:i ng 
To God, my Saviour, a.nd my King'. 
While with His saints I join to tell. 
My Jesus bath done all things well." 

After the usual devotional service, our 
brother preached from Acts viii.. pa.rt 
of 36 and 37 verses, and spoke in his 
usual clear and straightforward manner. 

At the close of the sermon, we 
adjourned to the baptistry, in Chapel
yard, and sang that ever new and soul
stirring hymn, 

•1 Jes.us, nnd shall it eYer be, 
A mortal n1an nsh::1U1ed of Th\:"t.' '." 

After which, Mr. McKee spoke to the 
audience of the solemn ordinance we 
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were about to administer, in such a 
lucid manner, as even our enemies in 
relation to baptism had to confess we 
were in the right in the manner we 
carried out the oommand of our Lord, 
Then the minister took the female 
candidate by the hand, and they both 
went down into the water. and were 
baptized in the name of · a Triune 
Jehovah. As the next. who was only a 
stripling (just over 16), descended into 
the water, our hearts were pleading 
with God to bless the candidates. and to 
constrain those to follow them that 
were standing round, :i.nd reduced to 
tears. and are halting between two 
opinions. One audibly cried out, 

"THE LORD BLESS THE LAD ! " 

and the response was, "A men." 
The crowd then dispersed, which had 

been exceedingly peaceful. All visitors 
were invited to the Board School. where 
dinner was provided free of charge. 
Friends were present from many of 
the neighbouring Churches. Special 
mention ought to be made of those from 
~ Zion," Sheffield, who ea.me in so large 
a number. A telegram was received 
from Siddal, to say we had their 
interest, but other services prevented 
them from being with us in body. 

At 2.30, Mr. McKee again preached, 
and took for his text J er. xv. 19 (last 
two clauses), which words were very 
appropriate to the occasion. After 
which he gave the right-hand of fellow
ship to the candidates, and admitted 
them into the Church, and then ad
ministered the Lord's-Supper to a goodly 
number. Mr. McKee spoke words of 
counsel to the newly-admitted members. 

All the friends then adjourned to the 
school, antl partook of a free tea ; thus 
ending a very enjoyable day. And, 
after having added to the Church, we 
had to exclaim, " Yet there is room ! " 
May many more, who are walking about 
Zion, be brought to say, "His people 
shall be my people." 

THOMAS ROEBUCK, 

WILLENHALL, LITTLE LONDON. 
-On Sunday, June 2nd, pastor George 
B9.nks celebrated the eleventh anni
veroary of his pastorate in this place, 
But his ministerial labours in this town 
cover a longer period than eleven years. 
He preached his first sermon in June, 
,87(1, in Gomer-street chapel, among the 
people with whom he had been asso
ciated from his boyhood; and, after 
supplying the pulpit for about eighteen 
months. was called to the pastorate,.and 
entered· upon his duties in December, 
1~81/. On Whit-Sunday, June 1st, 1884, 
the Church from Gomer-street lillited 
with the Church at Little London, from 
which it had separated twenty-three 
years yreviously, and Mr. George Banks 
became pastor of the united people. 
From that period until now he has 

striven faithfully to preach the Gospel 
of the grace of God. In celebrating his 
eleventh anniversary, he preached, in 
the morning, from Acts ii. •L He 
reminded us that his first sermon in 
connection with the present p1Lstorate 
was on the descent of the Holy Ghost, 
and it indicated the fact that his hope of 
success lay in the plenitude of the Holy 
Spirit's power. He also said th1Lt his 
hope for the future was in the same 
Almighty Helper. He then noticed 
(1) The time and the manner of the 
Holy Ghost's coming, (2) the symbols 
under which He appeared, and (3) the 
effects produced. In the evening, he 
preached from the words in Exod. 
xiv. 15: "Speak unto the children of 
Israel, that they go forward.'' The 
following points were dwelt upon:
(1) The circumstances in which the 
command was given ; (2) What the 
command enjoined-namely, to "Go 
forward"; (3) ln what spirit we are to 
"Go forward"; and (4) Whatencourage
ments we have to do so. 

CO~SIDER THE CAUSE AT 
CUB BERLEY. 

KINDLY permit me to call attention to 
an advertisement which appears in ·thi8 
month's E. V. and G. H., and announces 
the fact that the friends at Cubberley 
are in need of help. Allow me to say 
that, having laboured amongst them 
over seven years, I know their circum
stances, and can most heartily recom• 
mend their case as one deserving the 
practical sympathy of those to whom 
the Lord has entrusted more of this 
world's goods; that they can with con
fidence practice the inspired words, 
"He that hath pity upon the poor 
lendeth unto the Lord ; and his deed 
(margin) which he bath given will He 
pay him again" (Prov. xix. 17). 

Our friends have tried their utmost 
to accomplish their praiseworthy ob
ject without appealing to the Christian 
public: but, after much self-denial and 
months of an.I:ious waiting, they have 
only been able to raise £25, and find 
their resources exhausted. 

I shall be very thankful to receive any 
donation towards this desirable object. 
Let us help them, for they are our 
brethren in faith, practise, and fellow• 
ship, and thus cheer and encourage 
them. PASTOR T. JONES. 

67, End well-road, Brackley, S.E. 

PAST AND PASSING EVENTS, etc. 
OUR rea.ders' attention is drawn this 
month to the soul-cheering services of 
the Suffolk and Norfolk Association of 
Strict Baptist Churches held under the 
association tent in the truly rural village 
of Bradfield-St.-George. 

-lit.~ • 

For unity of spirit, sweet fellowship, 
the graciouA, realised presence of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the ,1uickening influ-
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ence of the Holy Spirit in imparting a 
worshipping frame of mind to those 
"gath&red" was felt and apparent. 

* * 
"There was not* an if to foul the 

stream " in or out of the tent, as we 
could see. Peace reigned beneath the 
time-honoured canvass, Outside, the 
clear eky, and calm atmosphere gave (if 
that were necessary) an impetus to the 
services. * • * 

Jnst a little ripple in the linen roof of 
the sanctuaryi caused by a sweet, gentle 
and acceptab e breeze, from Him who 
"bringeth the wind out of His trea
suries," the feathered songster giving 
forth sweet notes from the towering 
trees, and * * * 

The voice of the cuckoo secreted in the 
"Link" wood in the rea.r and the "Free" 
wood in front of the tei:.t, compelled us 
to come to the conclusion that" th.e time 
of the singing of birds is come, and the 
voice of the turtle is heard in the land." 

* * 
. The ripple in th~ clean, white cloth 
covering that protected the worshippers 
from the heat of the sun; the little 
warblers' notes, and the tones of the 
cuckoo suggested a beautiful chorus to 
the sweet, sacred and savoury services. 

* * 
The gathering,tho;gh not so numerous 

as. on some occasions,. which could be 
accounted for on several accounts, was, 
nevertheless propitious. We missed 
several faces, and mourned their absence. 

* * * Open-air services. Between the 30's 
and40's,as we walked along the country 
road from Sturry to Canterbury, on a 
Sunday evening after the usual service, 
about two miles, we used to sing some 
of the songs of Zion. 

* • 
On one occasion, f recollect we held a 

prayer-meeting behind the hedge, your 
father (0. W. B.) leadingus:-

"Wbat happy days we then enjoyed 
How sweet their memory still ! .. 

*•* J. K. 
Our Saviour preaoned under the broad 

'Janopy of heaven. Then opensair ser
vices 

CANNOT BE WRONG. 
If we mistake not. the late James Wells 
began his ministerial career out-of-doors. 

* * 
Service in camer"a.. Mr. and Mrs. 

Belcher, and others, recently visited 
Cambridge, and went into the-well, 
Cathedral. Service was performed, or 

* * 
Being done, behi~d a screen, which 

reached from floor to roof, and com
pletely hid the performers from public 
view ; we could hear the beautiful 
music, and the voices of boys and men, 
but what was being said or sung no one 
knew. • • 

This is carried • on in the name of 

religion, which, in the opinion of the 
visitors, reduced worship to a sham and 
mockery. There were a few devotees 
in the spacious building, one of whom 
was asked, " Is this a Roman Catholic 
place 1 " "Oh, no ! " "Indeed, then, 
what is it?" 

* * • Very pleasin\ tidings reach us from 
Torquay, and" ri;ii!y," Plymouth. 

• From India. Brethren Hutchinson 
and Booth have had to seek shelter from 
the severe heatdurin~ May by going to 
Ceylon. They are fairly well. ·~· A Few Things. Brother G. W. Thomas 
is a.bout to take a tour into Scotland. 
John Taylor is better. Pastor Flack 
keeps about the same; the tabema.cle is 
very gradually being taken down. Artil
lery-street chapel, Bishopsgate, closes 
the last Sunday in June. Next month 
we hope to give portrait and sketch of 
A. J. Ward, Laxfi.eld. 

THE AGED PILGRIMS' CORNER. 
THE 88th annual meeting of the Aged 
Pilgrims' Friend Society was held on 
May 27th in the Eg-yptian Hall of the 
Mansion House. The noble apartment 
was crowded, many being unable to find 
seats. F. A. Bevan, Esq., and W. H. 
Collingridge, Esq., successfully pre• 
sided. The meeting was addressed by a 
number of the Society's friends, among 
the speakers being Messrs. A. J. Baxter, 
J. Bush, 'l'. Carr, and W. J. Parke. 

* • 
The report shov:'ed that 1,32H pen

sioners, living in all parts of the 
country, were on the Society's books, 
and upwards of £8,400 per annum ex, 
pended among them. The Society has 
abundant reason to praise our faithful 
covenant-keeping God. 

* * * On June 13th, the 60th anniversary of 
the Camberwell Asylum took i:;lace. 
The chapel was well filled in the after• 
noon, when Mr. E. Mitchell preached a 
most acceptable eermon from Isa. xxxiii. 
16. 17. In the evening Mr. I. U. Johnson, 
J.P., of Gravesend, presided over a larl!'e 
meeting in n, ma.q nee in the grounds. 
His able and weighty remarks were re
ceived with much interest, and ad
<lresses followed from Messrs. Dolbey, 
Savage, Gray, Rundell, Boulden, and 
Green. * * * 

The anniversaries have been most 
helpful to the institution, and the com
mittee are praying for a crowning 
blessing on the gatherings at the 
Hornsey-rise Asylum, on July 5th. 
when it is hoped many readers of these 
notes will be preeent. .. 

The elections at' the Cannon-street 
Hotel, on June 4th, resulted in the suc
cess of most of the friends whose names 
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have been mentioned in the E. V. and 
G. H.: :l() were elected to the £10 10s, 
·pension, '1.nd Hi of the oldest pensioners 
on the lower list advanced without 
election. 2~ were elected as inmates of 
the Hornsey-riee Asylum, and 12 of the 
Camberwell Asylum. 

ltarriage. 
GnLDFORD.-At Commercial Road 

Chapel. on Whit-Monday, June 3rd, by 
pastor A. E. Real ff, Albert Ernest, second 
son of the late Mr. Samuel Pollard. to 
Ellen Jane. third daughter of Mr. Peter 
Pickett. 

In ~emori:am. 
JAME$ DEBNAM. AGED 88; AND 

JEREMIAH LAZZELL, AGED 73. 
Dear Mr. Banks.-No doubt you have 

already been informed of the death of 
these two friends. who both passed away 
on the Hth inst., and have both been 
buried to-day, Saturday, the 18th. 

Some few weeks back I was able t9 
call on Mr. Debnam, and from some 
eager personal expressions I gathered 
that he did so wish not to be forgotten 
after he should be taken home. He 
thought it looked as if there was ·some 
slur on che life. when an aged Christian 
was allowed to pass away without some 
written memorial being made of such 
among his own people. And it gratified 
me much to promise him that, if I was 
alive when he died, I would see that he 
should not be forgotten. 

What sympathy and gentleness old 
peoole need; how sensitive they are to 
neo-lect-real or apparent; and, gener
ally. how they appreciate personal 
kindnesses. They evidently feel the 
deca v of their natural faculties, and, 
perho,ps. watch . to see if others noti<?e 
it. Let us never appear, to see their 
deficiency; let -us consult them as 
usual. and never lower our respect for 
these children of God who will so soon 
.,er· Him. I do not suppose that any of 
us will escape the peculiarities of old 
age, if we live long enough. 

But, indeed, our friend Debnam seemed 
very free from such; his intellect and 
memory were very clear. He told me 
how in his early days, he was RO fond 
of s[nging-comic songs being- his forte: 
and how. when the Lord laid eternal 
things on his soul. he burned every 
scrap of them. and they never troublen 
,his memory after. He quoted some of 
the hymns he h~ for so many years 
given out. and with such warmth, that 
I half envied him. Said he was an old 
sinner : he thought at one time he 
should have more to say than that 
when he got old; but no, he was an old 
sinner1 only 

"Hi!-. loYc in ti111e~ p~Rt 
Forbids me to think 

He'll leave me at hist 
In trouble to sink," 

I am told that his last hours were 
peculiarly happy; he kept saying, 
"The old debtor is going home.f1•ee." 

He was tenderly cared for, through a 
time of weary suffering, by a fellow 
member at Chelmsford; and to herla.st 
memory on earth she will look baok 
with satisfaction on the few years in 
which she enjoyed his company and 
conversation, and wants-supplied. 

" Blessed, bles.<rd, are the dead, 
Dying in the Lord." 

"His sacred tie forbids all fears, 
For all He is or has is theirs.'' 

There, I have fulfilled. my promise, 
and, meagre a.s my account is, it may be 
more ths,n you can find room for; b·1t 
many a minister will be pleased to be 
reminded of a pleasant and peaceable 
deacon,.!'"hom once they came in contact 
with. .Now for a few words as to brother 
.T. LAZZELL. Ever since he was brought 
low with influenza-over three years 
a.go-he has been in a very feeble state, 
and spiritual condition one constant 
tremor; grieving sore over bygone joys 
and vanished blessings ; crying with 
pitiful earnestness for some. return of 
the Lord's felt presence, and lookinj,l' up, 
if not forward, he just managed to 
escape despair. One of his expressions 
to his wife was: '' But there, we are not 
without hope, are we 1 " 

" He lends an unseen hand, 
And gives a secret prop, 

Which keeps them waiting stand 
Till He complete their hope: 

So let me wait upon this Friend, 
And trust Him till my troubles end." 

It was very govd to learn that, when 
he took to his bed for the htst scene, the 
tremor was quieted, his hope became 
strong and even. and he evidently 
realised the comfort of the many 
oassages of Scripture, and scraps of 
hymns, which were constantly on his 
tongue ; and on th_e last day kept 
gasping," Come." 

A good old minister once said, in 
reference to the fears which haras• so 
many of us as to the ln.st hour," You 
want the boat b~f111·e you come to the 
river, but that will be there." And so 
our dear friend found it. His sorrowful 
widow said to me, " If there is any 
reality in what we believe, he is happy 
now." M. A. CHAPLIN. 

Ga!leywood, May 18th, 1895. 

Oh.sa.inted pilgrims gone before 
To that clear rest for which we pray; 

Though friendship's clear delights are o'er, 
How Hweet your memories are to-day! 

In sickness, cleath, and mental care 
Your sympathici-. were warm and truo: 

Ancl our grown children from afar 
Rend mcwmge3 of love to you. 
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And wo must tell them you are gone, 
That the olcl faces lie below: 

And we and they mu!=lt, 1n our t,urn, 
To our eternal dwelling go. 

Oh, goclly_mon, how passing lone 
Our world is growing 0,s ye glide 

Ottt of our knowleclge one by one, 
Leaving no fellow., at our side. 

Weakly this ge_neration creeps 
To its maturity ; and then 

I 
heaven on April 17th, 18%, in her 80th 
year. Our dear mother was called late 
in life openly to confess her Lord. 

' About sixteen years a:?o she was greatly 
I impressed by tbe words (which came to 
I her soddenly when alone), "And after 
, death the jadgment." The words were 
, so distinctly heard that she turned to 

I see who it was that had spoken. From 
It almost seems the spirit sleeps, 

Which breathed about these godly men. 
God knoweth how we needed yon, 

Ye old-time witnesses for Him; 
Yet, knowmg us and loving ns, 

He took you. tho' our eyes are dim. 
But knowing Him and loving Him, · 

We tell Him-e'en above these graves, 
That we believe He always does 

The very bc.t for those He.saves. 

this moment the inward conflict began. 
i For weeks and months she could: get no 
: spiritual rest day or night. All was 
, dark indeed, although she read her 
! Bible and ~ttended the means of grace, 

M. A. CHAPLIN. 

but no deliverance could she find. One 
Lord's-day morning she was strongly 
tempted not to go any more. However, 
she said, " I will i?O this morning, if I 
never go again," and go she did, with 

Galleywood. Chelmsford, I the burden of guilt of sin upon her 
May 18th, 1895. conscience. I do not remember who 

. preached on that occasion; yet I do 
B~LDWIN. - Death has entered tp.e know that she returned home a par

family_of our b1;loved_ brother Baldwm, doned sinner. She made an open pro
the. wifE? of his third son, Charles, fession of her faith, being buried with 
having died three. weeks ~fter her firSt Christ in· baptism after passing her 
confinement, leavmg behmd a healthy 70th birthday. Daring her short but 
baby boy and an a~mo~t broken-hearted I severe illness. although unable to say 
husband-a sore trial, mdeed.-F; C. H. much, but feeling her end to be near, 

MR. THOS. TROTMAN, of 24, Leighton- she was enabled with humble confidence 
road, Kentish Town, for many years in to express that 
business at Cobden House, Camden "Her hope was built on nothing less 
Town. Oar brother was a member of Than Jesus' blood and righteousness." 
the Church a~ Mount Zion, Hill-street. Mr. Mustell, of Over, who a few years 
He was bapt1zed by Mr. John Forman I previously had buried her with Christ 
abont.1840 ... Althoug1:t for .many years in the waters of baptism, committed 
~e was ~ot.m ~onnection with them,.he her mortal remains to the earth, "in 
lived his life m the flesh by the faith sure and certain hope of a joyful resur
?f .the ~on of God. ~~ was prosperous rection." As we turned from the open 
m busmess, and mmistered freely. to grave, our heart fonnd an echo in that 
very many of the house.hold of fa~th. be3,utifnl hymn of Swain's:-
For some years he had a little g-athermg 
in his own house. His end (March 22, 
1895') was peaceful indeed. After spend
ing a short time in his ~arden, at 24, 
Leighton-road, he went mdoors, took 
up a letter from his brother William, 
and sat down in his arm chair to read 
it. Whether it was read or not is un
known, for the maid,· who, hearing- a 
noise upstairs, came to him only to find 
him speechless. The letter had fallen 
from his hand. He opened his eyes and 
looked upon her. He gave one sigh, 
and the spirit fled to- its evei,lasting 
rest. Oar brother adorned the doctrine 
of Christ for sixty years, and having 
served his .generation according to the 
will of God· fell asleep. The funeral 
took place Wednesday, April 27th. A 
service was held in the house by his 
youngest brother (William). and over 
the grave, amidst many friends, at 
Abney-park Cemetery. His nephew, 
Herbert Trotman, gave out the hymn 
commencing, "For ever with the Lord." 
Prayer and a suitable address concluded 
the solemn service.-WILLIAM, Stone
house. 

MRS. ELIZABETH PARNELL, of 
Stretham, Cambridgeshire, exchanged 
the sorrows of earth for the joys of 

.. What is it for a saint to die, 
That we the thought should fear., 

· 'Tis but to pass the heavenly sky, 
And leave pollution here. 

_-\.. parting world, a gaping tomb, 
Corruption and disease. 

Are· thorny parhs to hea.\-en our home. 
And door~ to endless blis:--:' 

-JABEZ PARNELL. 
WILLIAM TURVEY sweetlvfell a.sleep 

in Jesus, March 12th, ag"ed S•i. He was 
a member at the Old Baptist Chapel, 
Dunstable; for 51 years. and a constant 
attendant at the week-evening prayer 
meetings, at which he led the singing 
for many years. How often, when 
spoken to, would he remind us of the 
many mercies oui' gracious God con
tinually showered upon us. The pros
perity of Zion lavnearhisheart, and was 
the burden of his supplication. Now 
the long-looked-for rest is being enjoyed 
by him; and with saints around, with 
voice retuned to love divine, the song 
of Moses and the Lamb is his divine 
employ !-E. H. 

MISS ALICE KNIGIITS.-On February 
13th, at the age of 25 years, Alice, the 
dearly-beloved daughter of one of our 
deacons (viz., Mr. James Knights), 
passed away from earth to be for ever 
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with the Lord. She we.s not a. great 
talker. but had been for some time a. 
humble believer in the Lord Jesus, 
though she had not openly confessed 
Him by being ba.ptized in His na.me. 
She was a.fflioted more or less for over 
twelve months before she died; though 
her friends hoped a.ga.inst hope, it wa.s 
evident that consumption was doini its 
work When a.ble, it was her delight 
to c--.o chapel. Though wea.k, she 
wa ,:;o get up a. little time every da.y 
untL .e last few da.ys. When drawing 
near the end she sa.id to her father, 
" Do not be afraid; I am so happy I so 
happy ! .. a.nd shortly pa.ssed away. 
" Rock of Ages" was one of her favour
ite hymns. On Tuesda.y,Februa.ryl9th, 
8he was interred in the burying-ground 
belonging to our chapel. A large com
pany of friends assembled to pa.y their 
last token of respect. As our pa.stor was 
ill, Mr. J. R. Debnam. of Horha.m, very 
kindly came and officiated ; the service 
was sympathetic, impressive, solemn, 
and vrofitable. Our dear brother 
Knights, with his beloved compa.nion 
and several other members of the 
family, feel their loss keenly. She wa.s 
bright and cheerful, and ever ready to 
ma.ke those around her comfortable and 
happy; in short, she was wha.t every 
true woman should be-" A sunbeam in 
the home;• loved by all around her. 
God bless and comfort all that mourn, 
and lead them to rejoice in the fa.et 
that, 

h Tbouzh we part, 'tis not for ever, 
J oyfnl hopes our bo;;;oms swell; 

They who love the Sa ,·iour never 
Kilow a long. a last farewell

Blissful unions-
Lie beyond this parting vale." 

-P. BARRELL. 
MRS. WHITE. a_ged S'i, so quietly 

entered into rest, March 10, 1895, that 
•• We scarce could say she's gone." 

Deceased was born of godly pa.rents who 
were hearers of the renowned William 
Huntington, and was niece of the la.te 
James Osbourn, author of "The Lawful 
Captive Delivered." When young, her 
parents moved to Colchester and at
tended "College-green," where Mr. 
Dowling preached. The late Samuel 
Eyles Pierce, James Wells. and others 
often stayed at her house. Departed 
was convinced of her state as a. sinner 
while young in years. After her ma.r
rfage she came to reside in London, a.nd 
attended Mr. Harrington Eva.ns' mini~
try; at his death she went to Wood
bridge chapel, in Mr. Luck ins' time. But 
when the late Mr. John Hazelton ea.me 
to "Little Mount Zion," City-road, her 
feet were led thither, and never more 
wandered. She wa.s baptized in 1856, 
and was most regular in attendance, and 
heartily subscribed to the various insti
tution.. She sorrowed at the removal 
of Mr. Hazelton, but rejoiced when Mr. 

Mitchell was settled among us. She wa.s 
not favoured with a. strong a.ssura.nce 
but never lost her hope, which wa; 
firmly fixed on Christ the solid Rock,and 

"Nowhere else hut there." 
-R. CHALMERS. 

BENJAMIN WILKIN was born of godlv 
pa.rents, a.t Over, Cambs., in 1819 and 
was summoned to his eterna.l 'rest 
Ma.rch 8, 1895. As a. young ma.n his 
ha.ppiest seasons were with those who 
loved the Lord Jesus Christ. The la.te 
John Stevens and George W yard he 
heard with profit; wa.s baptized by the 
la.te 'Y· Bull, at Over. Was ma.rried. 
a.nd his pa.rtner, a truo, helpmeet joined 
the Church in 1848. In 1859 he was 
elected deacon, which office he filled 
fa.ithfully to the close of his life. His 
home wa.s known to most ministers and 
others of his da.y, a.nd his company and 
tha.t <>f his wife were sought and a.ppre
ci!-ted. In October, 1894, his beloved 
wife wa.s called home; to the intense 
grief of all. no ra.y of light is known to 
ha.ve irradiated her last moments. 
"Verily Thou art a God that hidest 
Thyself." Mr. Wilkin had been a.Hing 
for three years. He wa.s a. resigned a.nd 
uncompla.ining sufferer, a.nd grateful 
for all kindness. His Bible wa.s his 
solace a.nd stay a.s he passed through 
J orda.n. The Church a.nd family mourn 
theirloss. The town will miss one of 
its oldest a.nd most respected inha.bi
ta.nts; but this fact cheers the heart, 
"Tba.t we shall meet beyond the river." 

JOHN MARRIOTT, organist a.nd Sunday
school tea.cher at "Zion," Barra.ck-lane, 
Sheffield, passed into the better la.nd, 
ou Friday. Ma.y 17th. He had been 
blessed with the Spirit of Christ, a.nd 
was one of whom it could be sa.id, "He 
hath done wha.t he could." Sympa
thising, kind, and lova.ble, he had 
endeared himself to young a.nd old, 
Although only in his. twenty-first yea.r, 
gra.ce had ena.bled him to be a. useful 
a.nd valued helper in the service of the 
Heavenly King. Heha.d been labouring 
with willing hands in the Strict Ba.ptist 
ea.use in this city ever since its forma
tion, in 189~. Some fruits ha.ve been 
aeen ; doubtless, more sha.11 follow. 
His prayer was, that his Redeemer 
would cleanse him from every earthly 
stain, and, in His own time, bring him 
and his loved ones to stand "spotless a.t 
God's right ha.nd." He felt himself 
unworthy to unite with the ra.nsomed 
of the Lord ; but his Lord, and ours, 
disoelled doubt and fear. Divine grace 
had conquered his heart ; it upheld 
and defended. making him more than 
conqueror. We soon sha.11 join his 
praise~, enduring pain no more. Our 
beloved brother was interred in Walkley 
Cemetery, on Monday, May 20th, in 
the presence of about fifty sorrowing 
friends, among whom was a colleague 
in the Sunday-school.-H. J. 
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(See pagt 2:,2. ) 

~ltt itntltntsi5 .of ~~rhit. 
BY Em, ARD MITCHELL. 

" .A bruised reed shall He not break, and the smoking .fhix shall He not quench." 
-Isa. xiii. 3. 

THE prophet, as the mouthpiece of Jehovah, calls our attention to the 
Lord Jesus Christ; "Behold My servant, whom I uphold; Mine 

elect, in whom My soul delighteth "! Our Lord, though a Son, became 
a servant. 'fhis was His own''7oluntary act. "Being in the form of 
God," He "thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; but made Him
self of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant." He 
became His Father's servant to do the greatest and most beneficent of 
works-to save unnumbered millions of Adam's apostate race. He is 
God's elect, in whom the whole Church is chosen, and in whom He 

VoL. LI. AuGusT, 1895. Q, 
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delighteth. All the Father's gracious purposes are enwrapped in Rim, 
and shall all be accomplished by Him. He is well qualified for the work, 
for the Father has "put His Spirit upon Him"-" He giveth not the 
Spirit by measure unto the Son." In our text we have His character 
described to us for the encouragement of our faith-" A bruised reed 
shall He not break," &c. How sweet and delightful is this description 
of our beloved Lord! Nor need we fear any mistake, for it is the Father 
Himself that describes Rim. 

We notice that these words are BRIMFUL OF CONSOLATION. Ignorance 
is a great ally of unbelief, the source of many of our fears, and cause of 
much of our distress. " They that know Thy name will put their trust 
in Thee." Let us prayerfully look on this portrait of Jesus the Roly 
Spirit bas drawn for us. A prominent feature is His mercifulness. A 
tender regard for poor, weak, distressed, and miserable sinners is here 
set forth. Bruised reeds need be under no apprehensions from Rim, the 
smoking flax n~ed entertain no fear. Re is far too merciful to injure 
such-

" The smoking flax He will not quench, 
But raise it to a flame; 

The bruised reed He never breaks, 
Xor scorns the meanest name." 

We think, too, His wondeiful meekness is here sweetly portrayed. There 
is nothing rough or harsh in Jesus. Re did not cry nor lift up His 
voice in the streets. We read the Lord was not in the wind, nor in the 
earthquake, nor in the fire. The most timid may take heart and come 
to Jesus. "Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I 
am meek and lowly in heart," is His still small voice by which He 
encourages the timid and the trembling to approach with humble con
fidence. His gentleness is also apparent here. A gentle hand is required 
to handle bruised reeds. A rough or heavy hand, though moved by the 
best intentions, might easily work much damage. Smoking flax must 
be gently fanned into a flame. One fierce blast would extinguish it 
altogether. Such mi&chances never occur with our beloved Lord. The 
weakest has never been broken, nor the least spark been quenched by Rim. 

These sweet qualities were wondrously exhibi:ted by our Lord when 
here on earth. Who so merciful, mild, and loving as Jesus? No case 
of misery did He ever send unrelieved away, No sinner ever cried to 
Rim in vain for mercy. Who so meek and patient as Jesus? Row 
meek under all His unparalleled sufferings and trials! How patient 
with the faults and often stupidity of His disciples l Who so gentle, 
tender, and sympathetic as Jesus? While Re hated sin, how tenderly 
He dealt with sinners l May we not say, too, that these qualities were 
developed by His life on earth? "Though He were a Son, yet learned 
He obedience by the things which He suffered." '' The Captain of our 
salvatibn was made perfect through sufferings." We have not an high 
priest that cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities." His 
tender human sympathy was developed by the things through which He 
passed. Re knows by experience bow bruised reeds feel. Himself once 
cried out, "But I am a worm, and no man, a reproach of men, and 
despised of the people." " The Lord God has given Rim the tongue of 
the learned, that He should know how to speak a word in season to them 
that are weary." 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 231 

The consolation of our text is CO)'!FINED TO CHARACTER. Those com
parable to bruised reeds and smoking flax are here particularly singled 
out. Whole-hearted, hardened, impenitent transgressors will learn to 
their cost one day that the gentleness of Christ i~ not nwtknes.~. For 
His foes He ca.rries an iron rod, with which He will "dash in pieces like 
a potter's vessel" the strongest and most stout-hearted of them all. 
The figures employed set forth the humbforl-those who have been 
brought low, bruised by sin and God's holy law on account of sin, and 
who, under a sense of sin and weakness, cry to Him for mercy. The 
a.f!l-icted also. Afflictions, trials, and temptations inflict dreadful bruises 
sometimes; they lay the fairest low, and make the strongest weak. The 
weak in _grace are likewise intended. A poor bruised reed, or sheplierd's 
pipe, out of which no sound but a low, almost inaudible moan can be 
got; or a lamp so low from lack of oil that the flame has disappeared, 
and even the red glow has died out, and there is nothing but a tiny 
wreath of smoke ascending. -Such are some of God's own people. Lower 
they can scarcely get, helpless and almost hopeless. The belin·er whose 
Joys have departed may be included. Once he walked in the light of 
God's countenance, and "the dew lay all night upon his branch." But 
no_w his joys have departed, and his strength has decayed. In place of 
joyous songs of praise, he mourns sore like a dove, while he sings: 
'' Where is the blessedness I knew I "What peaceful hours I once enjoyed'. 

When first I saw the Lord? How sweet their mem'ry still! 
Where is the soul-refreshing view But they have left an aching void 

Of Jesus and His Word? The world can never fill." 

These and many others-all, indeed, in whom there is the Ieast spark of 
grace-are implied in the metaphors used. All, however weak and low, 
who long after Jesus and His salvation, are included, and to them the 
consolation is directed. 

The consolation is ABUNDANT AND APPROPRIATE. It is drawn from 
the character and conduct of Him with whom we have to do. The 
Father Himself describes His Son for our comfort and encouragement. 
The description is exactly appropriate to the condition set forth. A 
loving, merciful, tender, sympathetic Saviour is presented to the eye of 
our faith. The words imply more than they express. He will not break 
nor quench means that He will lovingly bind up and strengthen-bring 
sweet and heavenly music out of the poor bruiRed pipe-He will gently 
breathe on the almost extinct lamp, and cause it to burst forth into a 
flame again. Ye weak, distressed, feeble, and languishing souls, fitly 
comparable to bruised reeds and smoking flax, gaze on this portrait of 
your loving, compassionate, and tender Saviour, and dismiss your fears. 
Fear not that He will reject or despise you!-

He knows our feeble frame; His mercy and His pow'r; 
" Touched with a sympathy within, I "Then let our humble faith address 

Heknowswhatsoretemptationsmea.n, We shall obtain deliv'ring grace 
For He has felt the same., In each distressing hour." 

WITHOUT love, whatever societies are organized, churches planted, 
and communion professed, it is but an empty name, a shadow without a 
substance, and a mere profession without the possession of that union 
of kindred souls by which the people of God are cemented together in 
the glorious fabric, the living church of the living God.-Hon,e. 
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OlTR PORTRAIT GALLERY.-No. VIII. 
MR. A. J. WARD, LAXFIELD. 

l;fY DEAR BROTHER,-At your kind request I send a brief 
111 account of the Lord's dealings with me . 
. I was born_ on July 30, 1854, in the village of Earl's Barton, 

I\orthamptonsh1re. My parents were poor, but hard-working. At the 
time of my birth they were not professors, but soon afterward they were 
called by God out of darkness inio His marvellous light. I can just 
remember them being baptized, so from my early remembrance I waa 
brought up to attend the house of God and to reverence the Sabbath
day. I was the subject of deep conviction very early, and the necessity 
of the new birth. A very distressing suicide took place in our village 
before I was six years old, which led me deeply to consid• my state as 
a sinner. The Lord's-day evening that the young person lay by the 
walls, I went to chapel with my dear father. It was a very dark winter's 
night, too, and they sang that beautiful hymn of Newton's, " Begone 
unbelief," and when they sang that verse-

" His love in times past forbids me to think 
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink," 

I wept and prayed that I might never be left to sink into everlasting 
misery and woe. I felt I deserved it, and when in the Sabbath-school 
many hymns were very useful to deepen the convictions, especially-

" Among the deepest shades of night, 
Can there be one who sees my way? 

Yes, God is like a shining light, 
Which turns the darkness into day." 

And knowing God could see me as a sinner, I often feared leAt I should 
die in my sin; but, alas! as I grew up the love of the world grew 
stronger, and having naturally a light heart r tried to drown these 
thoughts. For the sake of my dear parents I always attended the 
house of God, though I often wished my parents were ungodly, so that 
I might have my fill of the pleasures of the world. 

In the spring of 1872 the Lord was pleased to bless the word to my 
soul through one of the supplies (Mr. G. Batchelor, of Tring). The words 
were," Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?" (Lam. Jer.i.12). Now 
began a severe conflict, as I had just got my liberty, being determined 
to break off all restraint of my God-fearing parents and fulfil the desires 
of my mind. I was angry with God. 0 the bitter thoughts I had! I 
had longed for my liberty, and now I was thrust into deeper bonds. I 
sinned against light and knowledge. When trying to enjoy the 
pleasures of the world, the words would ring in my ears, " Is it nothing 
to you? " For six months I went from bad to worse, groaning beneath 
a guilty conscience, constantly vowing if the Lord would forgive me I 
would try and not do BO again; but all my vows were in vain. The 
love of the world and my companions were too strong for me to resist, the 
inclinations of my evil heart being bound up in them. In the month 
of Kovernber, 1872, I was constrained to go to a prayer-meeting, and 
there I received great help from hymn 201 (Denham's selection), 
e~pecially from the verse-

" I to Him my sins confess, 
Carry to Him my distress; 
And though great my evils are, 
He preserves me frem despair.'' 
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One Saturday evening in January, 1873, I felt my burden so gre1tt 
I was compelled to leave my work and go into an outbuilding and pray 
that God would put an end to this trouble and confusion, or I must 
sink under it. I went to bed, but little sleep. I aroAe in the morning; 
went to chapel. They sang the beautiful hymn-

" Hail, sovereign love, that first began." 

It greatly cheered my heart. The late Mr. W. Tooke was then tlie 
pastor. His text was, Song of Solomon viii. 5, and under that precions 
sermon I felt my burden roll away. My soul was set at liberty, and 
I could then rejoice in Christ Jesus as my Saviour. This fulfilled one 
of the three desires I had from a child, that I might be a Christian. 
In the afternoon I went again, and they asked me to start the tunes, 
which fulfilled the second desire. I was baptized on Feb. 26, 1874, 
and received into the Church on the following Lord's-day-viz., the 1st 
of March. After many an earnest prayer and anxious hours I was 
constrained to open my mouth to speak, which was on the first Lord's
day in March, 1877; this was the third desire. On the first Lord's
day in March, 1886, I was chosen pastor of Ebenezer, Glemsford, where 
I lived and laboured seven years; but feeling my work was done there, 
I resigned, and commenced my pastorate here on the first Lord's-day 
in March, 1893, where the Lord has and is blessing my labours. To 
Him be all the glory. Amen. 

Yours in Gospel bonds, ANDREW J. WA.RD. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

HOME AND COMMON THINGs.-No. VIII. WHAT rs A. 

COMMON THING ? 

WE have been talking about a few common things for some time past, 
but it might be as well for us to have a little chat about the word 

common, and see what it means. Of course, '' we all know" it means 
something that isn't worth much, something cheap, and often nasty too; 
and a good many people don't like common things at any price. Yes, 
young friends, that is one of the meanings of the word common ; but 
don't rnn on too fast, for it is by no means its only signification. We 
are told that common is formed of two Latin words-cum, with, and 
munis, serving or obliging-and we get the truest sense of the word when 
we use it to describe things which are not exclusively the property of one 
or two favoured persons, but are equally enjoyed by many. And when 
we understand the word in this way, we at once see that many things 
may be both common and precious at the same time. We have ,i,lready 
noticed some of tbese:-Fresh air, how needful it is to our health and 
comfort ! pure water, how can we live without something to drink, and 
the purer the better,? I have read of a traveller in the desert who was 
parched with thirst, and, seeing a bag tied up at a little distance from 
him, pressed eagerly towards it, hoping it might be a skin full of water; 
but reaching the spot, and eagerly untying it, he found, to his disappoint
ment, it was only a bag of pearls ! Only ! Why they were worth a lot 
of money! Yes, dear young friends, to us a bag of costly pearls would seem 
very precious, and a drop of water a very common thing, but pearls at 
that time were worthless to the famished man, and only mocked his 
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raging thirst, while a drink of water might save his life. So, if some 
measure of health and comfort has fallen to our lot, let us value our 
homely every-day blessings, for we may be well assured that, if we were 
deprived of any of these common things, we should grievously feel their 
loss, and it is only of God's good providence and kindness that so many 
good things should be as common as they are. 

It has been remarked that "common sense" is a very un-common 
gift, and in like manner, when, as we go about, we see so much sickness, 
loneliness, distress, and discomfort, we are constrained to acknowledge 
ho"II" very precious are many of those things we have regarded so little, 
because to us they came so easily and so cheap, A text of scripture 
occurred to my mind before I began to write this paper, which speaks 
about "our common salvation." You will find it in the short, yet very 
striking epistle of Jude. Aud then the verse of a hymn came to me, 
which tells how 

"The saints on earth and tl:ose above 
Here join in sweet accord; 

One body all in mutual love, 
And Christ our common Lord." 

In each case the subjects treated of are great and glorious. God's 
salvation is glorious, perfect, everlasting; the wonder of heaven, and the 
highest joy of all His people here ; and Jesus is the altogether Lovely 
One, the Beloved of the Father, and unspeakably precious to all who 
believe. The word common is only used to shew us what the Psalmist 
declared of the victories of God's people : "This honour have all the 
saints," or as Paul expressed himself concerning his crown of righteous
ness, wb:cb the Lord would give to him, and not to him only, but to all 
thrni also who loved His appearing. 

This is how, and only thus that ,Jesus and His salvation can be con
nected with the word ·common; and the thought is a very delightful one, 
for it teaches us that there is no difference between one believer and 
another on those matters which are of the highest importance. Some 
who fear the Lord may be "small," and others "great;" some may be 
"weak," and otbere "strong;" but all have one Lord, and one salvation 
embraces every one that trusts and follows Him. The God of Abraham 
and Paul is as much the God and Father of the least and feeblest of the 
Redeemer's followers, and He is not ashamed to be called the God of all 
His people. " Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved." "Whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely." God's 
kingdom is a commonwealth in the highest sense; it is the common 
privilege of all Christ's subjects to pour out their hearts before Rim, 
and their common honour to be called His friends. Yet, dear reader, 
these joys belong only to His people. 

"Thousands make a wretched choice, 
And rather starve than come" 

to the Gospel feast. Multitudes care for none of these things. God 
bas highly favoured us, if He has made us willing in the day of His 
power to be His for ever. But let us remember that there is only 
one f-iaviour, only one way of everlasting life. By Rim all that believe 
are justified-by Him alone. 

Dear friend, know you the joyful sound of the full, free gospel of His 
grace ? Are you interested in, are you seeking this common, this most 
precious salvation ? 
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THE BELIEVEWS SONSHIP AND SERVICK 
BY PASTOR JA11Es E. FLEGn. 

( Cvncluded from pa,qe 209,) 

23G 

THERE are other forms of service in which many are engaged, and he 
who has the time and will need not lack for service in the Master's 

vine,rard. Some, however, have the will but lack the opportunity for 
special service. Let us then confine our attention to service of a general 
character. It is true of every son of God, there is a service attaching 
to that relationship. "Ye are My witnesses." As Christ was a Son, so 
was He also a Servant. " He took upon Him the form of a servant," 
and His service is the pattern for us; for "He hath left us an example, 
that we should follow in His steps." "Ye are not your own: ye are 
bought with a ;price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God's." "Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God;" and our very services in life are to be with an eye to the glory 
of God, "not with eye-service -as men-pleasers, but as the servants of 
Christ.'' We serve God in serving one another and in serving others. 
Our whole life is to be a serving of God. "His servants ye are to whom 
ye obey.'' A life of obedience then is a life of service, seeking in all 
things to know and do the will of the Lord. The Lord has had, and 
will have until time shall be no more, a people in the world known as 
His servanti,, by whom He will be served and glorified in their service. 
We serve in the praises of the sanctuary, and by a due observance of 
the commands He has given. As obedient children, passing through the 
water and acknowledging His authority, we gather round His tahle and 
show forth His death. The Spirit dwelling in believers, they brin~ 
forth the fruit of the Spirit, and thereby it is seen there is a difference 
between him that serveth God and him that serveth Hirn not. They 
serve God in the witness they bear, as occasion serves, to His mercy, 
grace, and power; they serve God who have but little to say, in a godly, 
consistent walk seeking to have grace that they may serve God accept
ably. Holding fast to those things which have been received, and with 
hands and feet, as well as with tongue, holding forth the word of life, 
and in the spirit of the Master, with a deep sympathy for suffering and 
necessity around, they go about without noise or bustle doing good. So 
the son serves. 

There is another service mentioned by the apostle in Gal. v. 13-a 
mutual service-by love serve one another. It were well if we studied 
more the figure given us to represent the Church of Christ-members 
of one body ; no one member can say of another, there is no need for 
it; how readily one member sympathises with and assists the other. So 
it should be spiritually. Serve one another, not unwillingly, nor from 
a mere sense of duty, but by love. There is one beautiful form of 
service in which some engage. We watch for your souls, says the 
apostle, and such watching is not confined to the minister. There are 
godly souls who watch in this way, and the kindly word spoken has 
proved helpful to many a seeking one. Why not more of such servic~ ? 
The way in which men are rushed at, and flippantly talked to with 
regard to eternal matters, cannot but be grievous to a thoughtful 
Christian · but in avoidino- one extreme we need not run to the other. 
Did not the Master turn t~ the two who wer"3 following, and kindly 
ask, " What seek ye" ? Did He not ask the Jews, "What think ye of 
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Christ ? " and His disciples, "Whom say ye that I am ? " And shall it 
be considered wrong to serve Him thus ? and, when enquiring con
cerning business, health, and friends, to enquire how matters stand with 
regard to the soul ? How thankful would some be for a kindly word ; 
for, is not the feeling theirs at times, they care for my body, my health, 
and my friends, but no man cares for my soul? Is not the soul of 
greatest worth ? I am aware that we shall not bring one more into the 
covenant of grace than is already included in it, nor win one be lacking 
when the number is told, but we shall be of service to the seeking soul, 
and we are to serve one another. 

Again, there is a call to the exercise of patience and forbearance. 
Sl)me are strong in faith, others weak; some have much knowledge, 
others little. We, then, that are strong, says the apostle, ought to bear 
the infirmities of the weak ; and, again, him that is weak in the faith 
receive ye, but not to doubtful disputation. . We do not all learn so 
quickly, nor grow strong so fast, as each other. We are not called 
upon to sacrifice any part of the truth : God forbid 1 but we may well 
follow the example of Aquilla and Priscilla., who, when they heard 
Apollos speak, found much they could admire, but he did not know all; 
and, thongh they were apparently only private Christians, they 
expounded unto him tl1e way of God more perfectly. If we have 
clearer light we have cause to be thankful; and while holding fast, be 
it ours to hold forth in love, seeking to be of some service. "To the 
weak I became as weak, that I might gain the weak." 

Further, we are to serve one another in sympathy and succour. 
"Bear ye one another's burdens." We cannot take the burden off 
another's shoulder, but we may do something to lighten it. If we can
not take the burden, we may Lake one handle ; true sympathy is of 
great value. A clergyman was busy with his manuscript, and his little 
boy went running into his study, and holding up his finger, with an 
expression of suffering, said: "Look, father, how I· hurt it! " The 
father, interrupted in the middle of a sentence, glanced hastily at him, 
and, with the slightest tone of impatience, said : "I cannot help it." 
The little fellow's eyes grew bigger, and as he turned to go out, he said, 
in a low voice: "Yes, you could ; you might have said, Oh ! " 
Sympathy is of value. 

Again, how heavy a burden is poverty to some of the family of God, 
and the way to help to bear t.his bnrden is not merely by saying, "I am 
sorry!" but by ministering to the necessity. A poor woman was reduced 
to extreme poverty by the loss of her cow, which was her only means of 
support. A neighbour, unable himself to give help, personally went 
round to friends, and solicited assistance. After many expressions of 
sorrow, and no practical aid, he came to one, and was met in the same 
way. He became impatient, and said : " Oh, yes ; I don't doubt you 
feel, but you don't feel in the right JJlace. '' "I do," replied the 
other; "I feel with all my heart." "Yes, yes," said he, "but you 
should feel in your pocket." Sometimes a sympathising word, some
times a cheering look, sometimes by practical help, bear one another's 
burdens, and so serve one another. 

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual 
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness. Some people seem to 
possess a peculiar faculty by which they know, after the event has 
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happened, that it was going to happen; things have turned out _inst 
a9 they expected, and they are not at all surprised. If they expected it 
would turn out so, they ought not to talk too lourlly, because it 
is to their shame, they having been remiss in service ; first, in not 
earnestly praying over the matter that it might not turn out so ; and, 
secondly, in not pointing out the danger. The best of men are men at 
at best. "Lest ye also be tempted," should set us thinking when we see 
another fall. The first indication of sorrow should be enough to 
awaken our sympathy, and incline us to help. 

So we have touched upon a few paths of service of the sons of God. 
Thus may each of us serve Him here, and find our joy in such service, 
until He shall call us to service yonder. May each be found a son, a 
servant here ; a son, a servant there ; and His name shall have the 
praise. 

CHRIST EXALTED. 
Isaiah lxi. 10. 

( Continued from page 363, IJecembe,• i.,.yue.) 

WE shall do well to look at this subject in an experimental manner, 
and therefore hope a blessing will be derived from its considera

tion. First, the natural state. in which- the sinner stands before God. 
This point first claims attention; for all that which is said in the text 
as llo the soul being clothed, covered, adorned; and rejoicing presupposes 
a previous state altogether the reverse of that which is said to be the 
ground of rejoicing. 

1st, Nakedness. Here is destitution so complete as to render its 
object most deplorable. Ignorance of such a condition still more so. 
This is found in every instance when the Lord takes the sinner in 
hand (Rev. iii. 17). In himself he thinks he is rich, increased with 
goods, and has need of nothing; no, not even of salvation, Christ, God, 
or heaven. He desires not the knowledge of God or of His ways. But 
the Spirit strips him of the rags of self-conceit, teaches him and makes 
him feel his wretchedness, his misery and poverty, his blindness and 
nakedness. What deplorable ignorance not to know our poverty when 
thoce are so many claims on us! What deplorable ignorance not to 
know onr blindness when there is so much to see! What deplorable 
ignorance not to know we are naked before Him with whom we have to 
do, for until we are clothed we can neither stand before God nor be 
fitted for the society of His saints! 

2nd, Helplessness. A state of nakedness will make the object of it 
feel utterly helpless. What is so weak and helpless as a naked person ? 
Dress gives an aspect and sense of comfort and protection. Helpless
ness, however, is only known by making an effort. The mere knowledge 
of it will not give the sense of it. So spiritually, no mere doctrine in 
the head will suffice. He only knows his own helplessness by making a 
trial of doing something and failing to accomplish his aim. Experience 
of his helplessness will give him a t.rne sense of it. The believer often 
attempts many things in his own supposed strength. He will try to 
be good, just, sincere, and upright, but he finds himself as a newborn 
babe. How he goes about to establish his own righteousness. He 

lt 
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resolves, re-resolves, tries all schemes short of Christ's grace and 
strength, but miserably fails. 

" No strength of nature will suffice 
To serve the Lord R.l"ight, 

And what she has she misapplies, 
For want of clearer light." 

Indeed, whether the period be long or short, the believer can only learn 
his helplessness by hard-earned, dear-bought experiences. Till then he 
is only filled with vain conceits. 

3rd, Dan.17er. A feeling of helplessness will give its possessor a 
sense of danger and hazard, and also of its po~erty. When danger is 
seen and helplessness felt, thence comes doubt and fear. The Holy 
Ghost designs that a true knowledge of the sinner's fallen state shall be 
really known and felt, in order that he may prize his safety the more. 
l'nless he feels his bondage he will not prize liberty; unless he feels and 
knows his own poverty 11e will not prize the riches of grace; unless he 
knows the plague of his own heart he will not prize the good tidings of 
the great Physician's skill to cure him. He must be a broken-hearted 
sinner and a mourner in Zion before he can ever expect to realise 
the work of Christ, as having been sent to give beauty for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, or the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness. THE SILENT WITNESS. 

WHITE, BLUE, PURPLE, AND SCARLET. 

IN the Book of Exodus we have an account of the construction of the 
Tabernacle. All the materials used in its formation were appointed 

by God, for whoae service the tabernacle was. It has been generally 
thought that the materials were emblems of the New Testament truths, 
and of persons who became the subjects of divine grace. Thus the 
bread, incense, light, lava, and sacrifices, all pointed to certain blessed 
facts of a spiritual kind-so the priests, and notably the High Priest: 
the veil, also, beautifully cleared up in Heb. x. 20. 

Amongst the things ordered by the Lord we find four colours, as in 
Exod. xxvi. I: '' White (the fine twined linen was white), Blue, Purple, 
and Scarlet." We are led to ask, is there any spiritual teaching in these 
colours? Entering into the tabernacle we see that they are very con
spicuous. Blended by the skilful hands of those appointed for the work, 
they are used for many things. In the making of the ten curtains for 
the covering of the t~bernacle (Exod. xxvi. I); the veil (ver. 31); the 
hanging for the door of the tent (ver. 36); hangings for the gate of the 
court (Exod. xxvii. 16); the ephod (Exod. xxviii. 6); the curious girdle 
of the ephod (ver. 8); the breastplate (ver. 15); the pomegranates on 
the hem on the ephod (ver 33); and for the cloths of service (Chron. 
xxxix. 1). The eyes, then, were ever upon them; they became familiar. 
In each of these instances the four colours were wrought together. 

They were also used separately. Blue, for loops of blue (Exod. 
xxvi. 4); a lace of blue to breastplate (chap. xxviii. 28); a lace of blue 
to mitre (ver. 37); the robe of the ephod all of blue (ver. 31); cloths of 
blue to cover the ark (Num. iv. 6), the table of shewbread (ver. 7), the 
candlestick (ver. !J), the golden altar (ver. 11), the instruments of 
ministry (ver. 12); ribands of blue on the borders of their garments 
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(chap. xv. 38). Is blue an emblem of mercy? The priest that wore 
"the robe of the ephod all of blue " would execute his office well if he 
were merciful and faithful-whilst mercy is plainly depicted in the 
things which cloths of blue cover up. 

Purple is always mentioned between the blue and the scarlet. But 
one cloth of this colour was used, which was for the covering of the 
altar of the burnt offering. Dr. Gill and others say, that the tire ever 
to be burning on this altar may signify the wratla of God against sin 
If it does, has the purple any reference to the sufferings of our eve1 
blessed Lord? As the antitype of this altar, they covered Him olsn 
with a purple robe (Mark xv. 17-20; John xix. 2-5 ). Solomon's 
chariot (Song iii. 10) had a purple covering, or awning, affording a 
delightful shade. We need the purple in this sense, as it makes way 
for the blue-the mercy. 

Scarlet we do not find used alone except in N nm. iv. 7, where a cloth 
of it is used to cover up the dishes, spoons, and bowls. The bunch of 
hyssop at the cleansing of the leper was tied with scarlet (Lev. xiv. 
4-49). A scarlet robe was put on the dear Redeemer by His mockers 
(Matt. xxvii. 28). Is scarlet an emblem of justice? Judges wear 
scarlet when they sit in judgment. . 

White.-One cannot help looking forward to the time when the 
garments will be all white: " They shall walk with Me in white, for 
they are worthy.'' Kotice the beautiful blending: Scarlet, justice; 
Purple, the sufferings of Jesus, or justice executed and maintained; 
Blue, the mercy shown in consequence; White, the righteousness which 
is the result of all this. 

This paper is not intended to excite controversy, but to draw out and 
elucidate truth. F. G. B. 

Wellingboro'. 

JOTS AND TITTLES; OR, THE PRECISION OF PRO
PHECY AND NARRATION IN SCRIPTURE. 

No. 3. 
THE SEED OF ABRA.H.A...11. 

"And if ye are Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise."-Gal. iii. 29. 

IN our last paper we tried to point to the Lord Jesus Christ, the seed 
of Abraham, as r,he one, only Saviour; but the conclusion of the 

apostle's argument in the verse above quoted is at once most sublime 
and cheering. Having before shown us the one seed of Abraham to be 
the promised Meesiah, he now gives to believers the same title, and 
accords to them the i!ame glorious privilege of being not only the 
receivers, but the instrumental diffosers of the blessings of salvation. 
They that be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham and part of 
that blessing was, " In thee shall all the families or nations of the earth 
be blessed." So from the Church of Christ the Gospel sounds forth, 
which is to be the instrument in the Holy Spirit's hands of gathering 
the wanderer;i to their Father's home. 

The Church of God is but one; 1-lelievers of every clime, in every age, 
compose but one ransomed, gathered flock, one family, one temple, 
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one mystical bride of the Lamb, and, notwithstanding all her divisions, 
the prayer of Christ will yet be realized in all its fulness, " That they 
all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me and I in Thee; . . . 
that they may be perfected into one, that the world may know that 
Thou didst send Me, and lovedst them even as Thou lovedst Me" (John 
x'lii. :21-24). But the grandest and fullest of all the figures employed 
to set forth at once the unity of the Church of God and her union to the 
Lord Jesus Christ is that which represents both Himself and His people 
as one 71er.,nn, 011r body-He the Head and they the several members of 
His mystical frame. 

The emblem of a ,ine shows how the grace of Christ, like the sap 
from the root, spreads through and nourishes all His peopie, but the 
perfection of tha vine is in its fruitfulness not in the number of its 
branches; and when the fruitless ones are removed, the vine is neither 
injured nor disfigured by their loss. But with the human body it is far 
different: that exquisite piece of Divine workmanship has a perfection 
peculiar to itself: every limb, and joint, and muscle is needed, deficiency 
and superfluity would alike destroy the symmetry of the whole. And l 
think we may take it for granted that this crowning type of the Church's 
union with her Lord and Head underlies every other illustration given 
in the Word of this wondrous fact, and in all the plain statements of 
Scripture on this subject figure and fact mutually confirm and illustrate 
each other. 

Paul was divinely persuaded that nothing whatever, above, beneath, 
present or future, known or unknown, could ever separate believers from 
the love of God in Christ, and when we think of the Church as His body, 
the fulness of Him who filleth all in all, how can there be any separation 
from Him of any one of His ? Could we imagine a deformed, a 
mutilated Christ in heaven ? The idea refutes itself at once; it is mani
festly impossible. Christ's i·elative fulness becomes His personal per
fection, and the strong assurance is fully justified which those lines 
express so confidently-

" This I do _find we two are so joln~d, 
Christ can't be in heaven and leave me behind." 

In this case it may be said with perfect truth, and without fear of 
contradiction, "The Husband and wife are one, and the Husband is that 
OM," for" Christ is All and in all."· And it has been thought that Paul'& 
argument in this third chapter of his Epistle to the Galatians about the 
onr- seed of Abraham has reference to Christ mystical rather than Christ 
personally considered. Some false teachers were seeking to pervert them 
from the simplicity of the Gospel, endeavouring to draw them away 
frorn whole-hearted dependence upon Christ to a partial reliance on 
forms, and ceremonies, and works of their own, giving them another 
gospel which was not another, but a falsification of the true, for, as the 
apostle sc constantly taught and proved, salvation must be either of 
grace or of works-one or the other; it could not possibly be of both. 
If .Jesus saves at all, He saves completely. If we are justified by our 
own works, they must be good enough to claim our acceptance with 
God, and then we do not need a Saviour. But the law curses as trans
gressors of its precepts all who are under its power, and Abraham, the 
father of the faithful, was justified not by works but by faith. Freely 
the promise was given to him concerning Isaac, and the assurance that. 
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in him and his seed all the families of the earth should be blessed (Gen. 
xii. 3) was made known before he left his own country and kindred at 
God's command. Not of works but of grace did the blessedness come 
upon himself and all his spiritual children-Jews and Gentiles, bond 
and free, and still keeping in view the figure of Christ and His members 
forming "one glorious mystic man." How forceful is the argument! 
especially taken as the Revised Version puts it: " There can he nedhi!r 
male nor female, there can be neither bond nor free, there Cff/1, bi! ne-ifhN 
Jew nor Greek, for ye are all one (man) in Christ ,Jesus " (,·er. 28). In 
other words, the argument is the same as that used in the Epistle to the 
Romans: "There is no difference between men naturally before God, for 
all.have sinned; and as sinners are condemned, there is no difference 
spiritually, for Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth, and, being justified freely by God's grace through the 
redemption of His beloved Son, there is therefore now no condemnation 
to those who are in Christ Jesus." 

In Christ-wonderful word ! He that is joined to the Lord is one 
spirit; but if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. 
0 that we may be favoured to know by sweet experience that we are led 
-by the Spirit, and resting alone on Jesus for complete salvation, may we 
seek to bring forth the fruits of righteousness which are by Him, and be 
looking forward to the blessed time when through His abounding grace 
we shall be with and like our glorious Head for evermore. Amen. 

H. S. L. 

JESUS AWEARY. 

WHEN the Lord decided to leave Judiea, He started once more (with 
His disciples) for Galilee. Between these two was the country 

with the inhabitants of which the Jews had no dealings. So He must 
needs go through Samaria. Near the close of a long and hot day's 
march the tired band turned into the fertile valley, and came upon 
Jacob's well, by the city called Sychar. The Saviour being tired and 
thirsty, all aweary as He was, sat thus on the well. The disciples went 
into the little hill village, near by, to purchase (if they could) some 
food from the despised inhabitants. Meanwhile, there came the woman 
with her waterpot to draw water. Jesus forgot His weariness. He 
delighted to be about His Father's business, and at all times and under 
all circumstances He embraced every opportunity. He rose to the 
occasion, revealed the woman to herself, and then Himself to the woman. 
She was from that very hour a changed character; and many from out 
of the city also believed on Him, besought Him to tarry with them, and 
He abode there two days. Now, when His disciples returned, behold, 
their Lord was refreshed and invigorated! Had any man given Him 
aught. to eat? Nay, the doing of the will of Him that sent Him was 
His meat and drink. "I have meat to eat that ye know not of." 

Learn that John has loftiest things to say about the Divinity of 
Jesus, and the glory that dwelt in Him, and at the same time emphasises 
the manifest limitations of His perfect manhood. He never forgets 
either term of his marvellous statement, "The Word was made flesh." 
Jesus being wearied with His journey, sat thus on the well. Being 
thirsty He said, "Give Me to drink." On the cross He cried, '' I 
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thirst." That He mi~ht sympathise as well as help and save and bless, 
He was made perfect m weakness. He who " Himself took our infirmi
ties" it is who giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no 
might increaseth strength. He who sat all aweary on the well it is 
that_sait~, "Come unt~ Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. He who spared not Himself for us, shall He 
not be served by us even to the edge of. our God-given capacities ? 
Look bow His love and delight in Him who sent Him sustained Him. 
Shall we not be likewise nerved and encouraged? O for the stren~tb 
and joy of such holy enthusiasm, that we faint not, but press boldly 
and cheerily along the Cbrist~marked way to the Christ-prepared goal! 

SAMUEL BANKS. 

PRAYER-A PRESSING NECESSITY. 
An Addre.ss delil'ered at Bradfield-St.-Geoi·ge, lilay 29th, 1895, by A. J. WARO 

(of Lax_field), Moderator of the S1rtfollc and Noifollc .Association. 

<Concluded from page 212.) 

II.-Co!\SIDER THE POWER OF PRAYER.-God has been pleased to give marvel
lous proofs of this, both in the Old and New Testaments. The patriarchs 
were men of earnest prayer. Look at Abraham and the many deliverances 
God gaYe him in answer to prayer. Who can read his fervent appeal for 
Sodom without feeling the power of prayer? Then Jacob at the ford of 
Jabbok, and not there only; hut Jacob's whole life was a troublous one-but 
God has ginn us repeated instances of Jacob's power in prayer. Yea, the 
'<'ery God of hea'<'en submitted Himself to Jacob's request; and in honour of 
his faith in prayer called him Israel. If God were to deal with us according 
to our faith in prayer, how many of us would He surname Israel ? And why 
should we not be as powerful to-day as Jacob of old ? Where lies the fault? 
Surely not on the part of our God! Is it not even at our own doors, on which 
are inscribed, "Negligence and indifference"? But ought it to be so? Nay! 
Let us in shame confess our folly, and seek grace to arise and put on the 
whole armour of God. Then look at Moses and the Israelites during the forty 
years in the wilderness. What earnest pleadings he had on their behalf ; but 
especially do we remember the battle with Amalek. Where was the power: 
In the weapons of war? Nay, look on yonder hill. Who is there? MoHes, 
with uplifted hands, and on the uplifted hands depends Israel's victory, Our 
success depends on our prayer. The very disciples of Jesus failed through 
lack of prayer. They were astonished that they could not cast the devil out ; 
but Jesus said. "This kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting." Where 
is the secret o;f non-succeJ,s to-day, scripturally considered? Lack of prayer. 
Look at Gideon, Hannah, David,and many others, who found prayer a mighty 
weapon with which to conquer their foes and to bring down the desired 
blessing. Look at Daniel and the Hebrew children. Were they not men of 
prayer? When they heard the king's decree, what did they do? Get up a 
eoncert, or a pleasant Sunday afternoon, seek wisdom or council of men? Nay; 
they retired from the world and told their God all about it. Oh, the fervent 
pleadings ! Their souls were steeped in the sweet exercise of prayer. The 
forgotten dreams and the interpretations were brought to Daniel in answer to 
their prayers. Oh, the power! It unlocks mysteries, shuts the lions' mouths, and 
preserved the man of prayer. By prayer Elijah shut up the heavens, causing 
famine and sorrow on every hand ; and prayer also opened the heavens, filling 
the land with plenty. · Yea, the nation's prosperity, as well as the Church's, 
rests upon the prayers of the saints. David says (Psa. lxvii.), "Let the people 
praise Thee, 0 God ; then shall the earth yield her increase." What can 
kings or yuet11s do in opposition to the prayers of the saints? They are 
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paralyzo<I with fear or comforted. Remember the Scottish rptcen who fe11r~d 
the prayers of the gorily man Knox far more than an army of soldiers. 

Has prayer lost its power? Is God's arm shortened, that He cannot n,p~at 
what He has already done? Oh, let us gird up the loins of our mind ! For 
victory is sure while the Church is found using and improving her privilege at 
the mercy-seat. 

The devil is afraid of prayer, for-
" Satan trembleB when be seeR 

The weakest saint upon his knees." 
Men of the world are afraid of the prayers of the saints. They have a 
power over them. Many a lion-like heart has been held under while feeble 
saints have poured their souls to God. I knew a man in Suffolk who, when he 
was an ungodly man (of no mean order), made three attempts, with oaths. 
to steel his neighbour's cabbage; but he failed because he heard his godly 
neighbour praying. Again, a sleeping prisoner was awakened by a heavenly 
messenger, and led forth to a place of safety while the godly were holding their 
prayer-meeting. God was honoured, the saints were comforted and confirmed, 
while Herod was filled with wrath. The earth quaked and the prison doors 
were opened while two godly men were praying; the jailor's heart was broken 
and his soul saved. The dead were raised, and the Church built up, all by that 
much despised privilege of prayer • 

. Is it not plainly seen in the New Testament that the primitive Church was 
strong in prayer? They chose as deacons men full of the Holy Ghost. and, 
therefore, men of prayer; while apostles gave themselves continually to 
prayer and the ministry of the Word. The Holy Ghost was poured upon them 
on the da~- of Pentecost in answer to prayer. Jesus promised the Holy Ghost. 
and they believed His promise and pleaded it continually, giving Him no rest 
till He fulfilled it. Are we left without a promise to plead for His outpouring 
upon us? Nay, Jesus said, "If ye then, being evil, know how to give goorl 
gifts unto your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him." Do we not need the Holy Spirit ? Yes ; 
for our souls are lean, and our conversions few. Why ? Ti:J.e lack of the 
Holy Spirit"s power. Is His power exhausted? No. The rather, have we 
not grieved Him by our lack of prayer? Let us awake from our slumbers. 0 
may this be a year of much prayer ; and may it be said of us, as an association 
of Christian Churches, that they are strong in prayer. 

III.-VIEw THE BLESSINGS RESULTING FROM PRAYER.-There is no 
appointed means of grace that God has more signally honoured than prayer. 
Look where we may in the Old or New Testament, or in the lives of our fore
fathers or martyrs. Prisons have become like palaces to the praying saints. 
and the chambers of the afflicted have become the very gate of heaven. Take 
the primitive Clmrch, if you please. They were persecuted indeed, but they 
were mighty in prayer, and their blessings were great. We covet them to-day. 
Peace and concord dwelt in their midst ; their hearts were tmly blended 
together, they clave one to the other, they were united in effort and stood 
shoulder to shoulder in the great struggle for the spread of the Master's 
kingdom. And if we would enjoy the blessings we must pray without ceas
ing; for the blessing· of peace can only rest where prayer continues to arise. 
It is to be feared that there is too much peace in some Churches ; it is the 
peace of the dead, and therefore it is a curse and not a blessing. We would 
cry," Awake, 0 north wind; come thou south, and arouse the slumbering 
Chtirch ! " Are we at peace and in unity of heart? If so, may God strengthen 
it. But we shalt never be the transcript of the model Church till we can plead 
one for the other when absent as well as present ; for to pray one for the 
other when present and not when absent is a mere farce. We ought to be 
model Churches to-day ; and a power in the earth for good we can and shall be, 
too, if only we arise to our much-despised privilege. 

Prayer is the mighty lever, and by it we can move he,wen and earth. 
Using it, no power can hurt us, or hinder the blessing. Baal and his servants 
were powerless while the prophet prayed. How many times God'g blessing 
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sPc>m<.'<l t0 hang on the Yery tips of His fingers ready to drop! For while they 
lrnY<.' hf.'<'ll Hpc>aking He lrnR poured it down. Friends, why should it not be ll3 
nmy? Tell lllC' if yon C'an, has Go,l changed, or His love and power grown 
faint 9 \' o ! mHl Isa. xl. 2i-31. 

Then wh~- does He not repeat His former hlessing? Is there not a cause l 
Consider. repent, am! return to the good old beaten path that leads to tlw 
mcrC'y-seat. There haYe been days of 1ich prosperity, when conversions have 
hef.'n man~·. \Ye read of believers being: added to the Church daily. They 
"·l're the ,fa~·s when the fire was kept alight on God's altar, when it burned 
brighter arnl brighter. Are there no souls to be saved now? Has God 
aec-ornplishl'd the number of His elect? :N"ay, He has not. Then why should 
""C' restrain our prayers? For when Zion tim·ailed she brought forth children. 
Wh~- should "·e C'ease to travail? Many are in pain; but it is the pain of 
C'Orrnption and not of holy travail for precious souls. 0 let us seek grace to 
<'r~- mightly. "Let Thy kingdom come"; and then shall we see, as in days of 
yore, souls horn for the Redeemer's kingdom. Are there not some Churches 
from which the glory seems to be departing? But who was the cause of the 
departure of that glory? Has God ever withdrawn His glory where Churches 
meet constantly for prayer? 

" He ma.kes a, more delightful sta,y 
Where Churches meet to praise and pray." 

Try and think of the change that would pass over us as an associated body 
of Christian Churches were we all to go back to our homes with a determination 
to /.tiYe God no rest until Re arise and have mercy upon Zion. Can we afford 
to let God rest? ~ay, we cannot. Is it not a lamentable state to be in, when 
men of God neYer attend the appointed means of prayer? How can God's 
blessing be expected? Drone bees never gather honey. Prayer brought rain 
on the earth after three years and six months' drought, and prayer alone will 
bring to us the blessings we need. Plead His promise, trust His word, and we 
shall see brighter times yet. What is it that enriches the souls of· God's 
children. and makes them strong in faith? Is it not the fulfilling of the 
exhortation, "Pray without ceasing"? How many souls are like Pharaoh's 
lean kine : and is it to be wondered at? One of the greatest blessings of the 
primitin Church was the strength of their faith. They attempted great things 
for God, and expected and received great things from God. How could God 
han withheld them? For He bad said, ".All things whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, belieYing, re shall receive." God must have forfeited His own word if 
He had withheld the blessing ; but to-day He must forego His own word to 
bless some: for He hath said," For all these things will I be enquired of." We 
are fa,·oured to listen to some holy men of God now, and it does our heart 
good to hear their prayers. Their souls are rich. Why ? Because they are 
men of prayer. Their prayers are warm with heavenly heat. 

Another blessing which must attend the carrying into effect of this exhor
tation is love. How glad we should be to know that love abounded on every 
side and in every Church. In many bickerings and strife exist, and where 
these are love cannot dwell. The first step to love is prayer. To know and 
belieYe one is praying for us is one of the greatest blessings we can.enjoy on 
earth; and when we are united and constant at the mercy-seat, theu, and not 
till then, will it be said of us, " See how these brethren love." How did the 
Cimrcli show its love for Peter when he was in trouble but by prayer? and 
Paul to the Churches, but Ly praying for them? 

In conclusion, let me ask you to engrave the words on your memories, 
" Pray without ceasing." While other denominations are aRking what they 
umst· do, what means they must try~whether musical eutertainments,. a 
lllixing of the worldly and spiritual tog-ether, or union here aud union there, 
yea, anything and everything, except God"s appointed order of prayer-let 
u,. wlio profess to belong to the primitive Church (neither have we any reason 
to he ashamed of our profession)-I say, let us abide ever Ly its teaching 
an<l practice. Then shall our Churches receive eYery needed blessing, both 
fur time and for eternity. Amen. 
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A PLEA FOR OUR YOUXG ME~. 
BY PASTOJt THOMAS JoNJiX 

"HE did very well, but thcu he is so young and i1Jexperienccd." 811ch arc the 
general sentiments expressed when a young man gives an address; and should 
he attempt to preach-oh, my! the worthy seniors loc,k more venerable tha11 
ever when, in solemn conclave, they pass a resolution over a social cnp of tea 
specially prepared for the express purpose of unburdening their sonls of the 
heavy responsibilities they feel respecting the young aspirant. The purport of 
that resolution is that he must be put back-checkerl and discouraged : indeed, 
he must" tarry at Jericho until his bearrl grows "-yeH, gro11:.s g,·ey-ancl he 
begins to show symptoms of decay; and, being in this tabernacle. he groans 
because he feels burdened. It is generally deemed absolutely necessary that 
part of the essential credentials for the ministration of the Word shoulcr be 
that the man of choice should have passed through crushing and overwhelming 
calamities, and endless trials and deepest sorrows. \Vhen he can enmnei'ate 
.and dish them up in proper phraseology, he may pass as an apprond. and. of 
course, a divinely-sent individual to lead and feed the " little flock." There is 
doubtless a great deal of truth arid seeming wisdom in this line of procedure, 
but are we sure that it is strictly Scriptural? Are our Churches acting it1 strict 
accordance with the general teaching of the Bible in their attitude and general 
treatment of what we term promising young men? That we have young men 
in our midst is a fact, and a fact of great encoura<sement to all who wish well 
to our denomination. But are we treating them with that consideration anrl 
encouragement they honestly deserve at our hands? .Are they called npon to 
exercise their gifts in our Churches, as they certainly ought'? It is all very 
well. for our venerable seniors to criticise and speak disparagingly a bout the 
blunders they may occasionally make, hut were our seniors never juniors them
selves ? Were they always perfectly clear in doctrine and in rliction precise ? 
Should we not, when we have reason to believe that the young man is sincere 
in his intentions, and possesses the i·oot rif the nwtter, treat h_im respectfully. 
kindly and fatherly, and direot his attention to any weak points or discrepan
cies he may make, and thus show him a more excellent way, and not publicly 
denounce him. 

I must confess that my heart was pained, not long· since, "·hen I heard a 
senior .brother speak most uncharitably of a young brother whom I do not 
know-indeed,. I never met the speaker before-and, if that he a specimen of 
his general bearing toward our young men, I am not anxious to meet him 
again. I hold that such conduct is highly detrimental to the prosperity of the 
Strict Baptist Churches, and further, that it is this mean, unkind, and un
hrotherly conduct that drives our young men away from us; and. until we 
learn to appreciate their presence, and hold out the '' golden sceptre" toward 
them, we may well lament:and:d'eptw:e~tlm:1r:::a:hs@1'1e ;\lay I ask, Is it Christ
like to treat them indifferently? He who took up the little ones, and gave life 
back to the widow's son, and permitted the youngest apostle to lean ·ipou His 
bosom, would manifest a very different spirit from that generally shown to our 
young men. Would "Paul the aged," who treated young Timothy with 
fatherly kindness, sympathy, and tenderest regard, treat our young men as 
they too often are ? 

Let us take the young men (and the maidens too) who grow up aroun,l ns 
by the hand; let them feel that we are specially interested in their \\·elfare, and 
.are solicitous for their future usefulness; and when a young brother in the 
Lord is anxious to lay his 1111 upon the altar of usefulness-anxious to speak 
in his Master's name-" encourage him," as Moses exhorted the elders of 
Israel to cheer and help Joshua. We need them, the Churches need them, the 
world needs the light they possess; for verily darkness still prernib. Ye 
fathers, all(! ye men who are our leaders, take care of these littla ones: take 
them int.o your confidence, help them by your wise aud mature L'Otmsd_ aud 
timely aclvice. Do not condemn them. Do not Rpnrn them, but '' de,tl ktmlly 
with the young man." Let such be our general coudnct towards them. and 
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vC'ril~- onr r1:1rnrd will lw sntisfactnry. By all lawful means give c,·cry e11-
conrage11wnt to ~-onng men. Finally, let the members of our Churches hear 
in mind that our young men will Yery soon grow old whom they look askance 
at to-day: for the day is soon spent, and the night will speedily come when 110 

man <:an work. "The Angel who redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads." 
May snC'h he om pra~-er continually. 

6,, Endwell-road, Broekley, SE. 

SUNSET RAYS. 

BY A GARDEN LABOURER. 

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His sa.ints."-Psa. cxvi. 15. 
"And Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab according to the 

word of the Lord.''-Deut. xxxiY. 5. ' 
• And, behold, there appeared unto Him Moses and Elias talking with Him.-lliatt. xvil. 3 

THE saints of God, b?th as individuals and a collective Church, are His peculiar 
treasure: ancl when hfe here has passed away, and He is about to call them to 
Himself, He uses His own special pleasure as to the manner how, as well as 
the time when. Elijah was taken to heaven visibly, in a chariot of fire; Moses 
climbed up the mount and died there. No man in company, no mortal eye 
beholding. no mortal hand to cover his dead body; but the eye of his Lord 
and God ,ms beholding him with approving look, and the hand of that im
mortal Goel was put forth to lay His honoured servant in the earth. And from 
that earth-hound resting-place, and from that heaven-bound chariot of fire, 
these two men came to the holy mount to meet their Lord and our Lord, and 
to talk over the great salvation which He should accomplish in His death 
shortly at Jerusalem. And, brethren and sisters in Jesus, whether you die 
alone, without a friend near, and none but God to lead your soul away to 
heaven's eternal bliss, and have neither father, mother, brother, or child to 
s60the the dyipg hour; or whether, like Elijah, yon soar to heaven in a chariot 
of fire, and men see and rejoice, and cry, " My father, my father, the chariots 
of heaven and the horsemen thereof;'' it shall be alike with you when Jesus 
eomes again to receive His own. If you have gone before, "Even them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him," If you are alone, you shall 
he "caught up" to be ,; for ever with the Lord." And though the manner of 
leaving this life shall he as dissimilar as Moses and Elias, like them, you shall 
talk of His wonderful work. They spake of His decease whieh " He should 
accomplish_" You shall speak of that which He has accomplished, and all 
shall join in one eternal song to " Him that sitteth on the throne and to the 
Lamb for ever." ,\Therefore, "Comfort one another with these words." 

THE LATE A. C, PARNELL, 
MY DEAR MR. BANKs,-Our late Brother Parnell was the grandson of Elizabeth 
Parnell. whose death is named in this month's (July) E. V. & G. H. About 
sixteen years ag;o he came up to London, and at· once became a te~cher of a_n 
infant-class iu our Sunday-school. It pleased the Lord to call !um by His 
grace soon after he came among us ; and in 1882 I baptized him with sever~! 
others. In 1885 he was married to a young woman who was also a teacher m 
our Sunday-school. At this time he went into business, in which he continued 
till his death. Four or five years ago he made known to me by letter that the 
work of the ministry was deeply impressed upon his mind ; and for three 
years past he has been generally engaged in supplying causes of truth : and I 
am told with good acceptance by the Churches. But, alas ! he had not 
reached what we call " the prime of life " before he was struck down with 
rheumatic fever, and after eleven days of great suffering, and most of the 
ti111e wandering in his mind, and while iu a state of coma his spirit returned to 
God who gave it early on Tuesday morning, June 11, aged 33 years. He 
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waA interrerl !It Tooting, in the preHencc of a large number of friendR frnrn 
various Churches where he harl been supplying. His spirit iA, r!,)111,tless, nt 
rest ; bnt, alas! alas !l he lms left a poor legacy behind him. Four little 
children, a poor young widow, and a sma!l business not solvent. :Vfay God 
give her wisrlom to face a frowning worlrl. If any kind-hearted friends 
would wish to help the widow (who has been seventeen years a mem her at 
Brixton Tabernacle), I should be pleased to receive any such help on her 
hehalf.-C. CORNWELL, Brixton Tabernacle, Stockwell Road, S.W. P.~.-Let 
young men thiulc again: is it right to go out preaching, anrl neglect home anrl 
wife, family and business ? rw e most decidedly emphasise the wonls 
"THINK AGAIN" in Mr. Cornweil's postscript.-J. W. B.] 

CYPRIAN THOMAS RUST, L.L.B. (THE LATE REV.), 

WHO died at Soham Vicarage, March 7th, 1895, was born March 26th, 1808. at 
Stowmarket, his father, Thomas Rust, being a leading tradesman and a 
prominent member of the Baptist congregation in that town. His mother was 
Ann Bridge, daughter of John Hines, watchmaker, of Needham Market. She 
died in 1810. It appears that the name Cyprian has been constantly borne by 
the eldest sons of tl::e Bridge family since about 1620. In 1827 he went to 
London to be a clerk, but returned in 1833. He was baptized by the late John 
Stevens, June, 1831, and joined the Baptist Church worshipping in Salem 
Chapel, Soho. About 1836 he began to preach in various ro0ms and small 
chapels in the suburbs of London, and on March 7th, 1838, was ordained 
pastor of the Baptist Chapel, Eld-lane, Colchester. On May 9th, 1838. he 
married Elizabeth Maria, daughter of John Willing Warren, Es,1., of the 
Grove, Kentish Town. In 1842 he resigned his pastorate on account of ill
health, but remained at Colchester, taking literacy and occasional ministerial 
work, till 1849. In that year he joined the communion of the Church of 
Englanc;l; and in October, 1849, entered as an undergraduate at Queen's Col
lege, Cambridge. On July 7, 1852, he was admitted to the status of student 
of Civil Law, and he took the degree of L.L.B. in December, 1855. In 1852 
he was ordained deacon, and licensed to the curacy of Rockland-St.-Mary and 
St. Mark Lakenham, Norwich, and in 1853 became incumbent of St. Michael
at-Thorn, Norwich. Afterwards Mr. Rust became rector of Holy Trinity, 
South Heigham, and in 1875 was made rector of Westerfield, near Ipswich, 
and so continued till 1890, when increasing years necessitated his resignation. 
Deceased was interred at Westerfield, March 25th, 1895. Mr. Rust was well
known to, and highly respected by, many of the Strict Baptists in Suffolk. He 
was a firm advocate of the doctrines of .grace, and an intimate friend of the 
late C. W. Banks. Early in life he was a contributer to Ziou's 1 nunpet. a 
magazine long since ceased to exist. Mr. Rust also composed hymn 326. 
Stevens' Seleotion. The present vicar of Soham, Cambs., was his only child. 

THE LATE MR. BENJAMIN SODDY. 

DURING the past month death has removed another friend and helper of the 
pastor and cause at the "Surrey Tabernacle in the person of Mr. Beujamjn 
Soddy, of Walworth-road. After protracted illness, borne with Christian 
patience and fortitude, he has been called away in the prime of life, and from 
service on this earth to the presence of his Lord and Saviour. Mr. Dolbey con
ducted, with much feeling and sympathy,,the funeral service at Nunhead, 
where several of the deacons and many of the members of the congregation 
at the Surrev Tabernacle, private friends, and about fifty of the deceased's 
employees, had gathered to show their esteem for their departe_d friend. 

MR. WILLIAM FLACK, 
of Salem Chapel, Wilton-square, London, entered into rest on July 17. The 
funeral service, on July 23, was conducted by Mr. Box. We hope to publish 
full particulars, with memoir and portrait, in our next issue. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

~aptiet ~lission. Testament Churches were formed in the 
great Metropolis on the above-named 
date, the situation of one being in Gold
smitn's•road, Leyton, and that of the 
other in Chatham-road, Wandsworth
common. The chapel at 

LEYTON 
is pleasantly situate, and will accommo
date about a hundred and fifty persons. 
At this place the service commenced in 
the afternoon by singing the grand old 
Doctor's hymn, 

" How pler.sed and blest was I 
To hear the people crv, 

Come let us seek our God to-day,'" 
which was most heu.rtily sung to 
"Ascalon." The devotional part of the 
service over, Mr. Marsh, of Stratford, 
delivered a discourse appropriate to the 
occasion from •· They shall ask the way 
to Zion with their faces thitherward, 
saying, Come, let us join ourselves to 
the Lord in a perpetual covenant that 
shall not be forgotten" (Jer. i. 5). Tea. 
being served,' the 

EVENING MEETING 

DEAR FRIF.NDs,-How shall they hear 
without a preacher? is the question 
found in Rotn. x. 14. Our dear brethren 
Hutchinson and Booth left home and 
the dearest ties to proclaim the Gospel 
of the grace of God to the heathen. At 
home we have abundant opportunities 
to hear the truth; but there, how 
different. one missionary only being 
a Yailable for every 500.000 precious 
souls I Is this enough ? What we 
believe, we verily ought to practice. 
Jesus said, in John xiv. 15, "If ye love 
Me, keep My commandments."' Our 
two dear brethren have manifestlld this 
loYe. obeyed the call of their Lord, and 
are preaching the Gospel which won 
their love, so that they are constrained 
to go forth as His servants that others 
may hear the joyful sound. A lawyer 
asked Jesus, '· Who is my neighbour? " 
and you know His answer. Our Hindoo 
brothers are in dire distress, and the 
Gospel only can free them, and give 
them true liberty. Shall the Churches 
and schools of our denomination be commenced by singing 
behind others? when we profess to "Come, let us join our cheerful songs 
follow our Lord in His ordinances and With angels round the throne," 
Gospel order more closely than any. to "Nativity." The chairman (John 
Now we have two trusted brethren. who W. Banks) read Psa. c., and brother 
have given up mnch to preach Jesus Everett offered prayer. A few words 
Christ, and Him crucified; and now let us from the chair on gratitude to God, and 
vie with each other, and show holy zeal brother H. E. Bond was asked to give a 
to comfort, encourage, and supply their statement of the origin of the movement 
need. A great future is before us; let He said: 
us rise to the occasion, perform our " In the order of God's providence, 
part in pleading earnestly for success in some two years a~o, I came to live at 
all our brethren undertake, and also in Leyton, and soon discovered that no place 
giving that which is needed for carrying representative of our Denomination 
on the work. And if, when we get the existed in the neighbourhood. I was 
full report of our trusted brother constrained, however, to believe that 
Hutchinson, it is found other English• amongst a population exceeding seventy 
men must go, let ns each one do all in thousand, and which is rapidly increas
our power to send them; for, maybe, ing, the Lord had much people in th,i/! 
there are those now who have heard the place; and, after much prayer for guM• 
command of King Jesus, "Loose him ance in the matter of the establishment 
and let him go," and a.re ready to nn- of a. cause of Gospel truth, I eventually 
wrap the grave clothes of superstition, met with this nice chapel in which we 
idolatry, and deified vice. The blessing a.re gathered to-night ; and although, 
rests with Him. Hear His gracious after making enquiries, there seemed to 
promise in Mal. iii.10, "Bring ye all the be almost insurmountable difficulties in 
tithes into the store-house, that there the way, there being two or three more 
may be meat in Mine house, and prove parties very anxious to secure it, these 
Me now herewith, saith the Lord of were in answer to prayer removed, and, 
hosts, if I will not open you the the way being made clear, I put the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out e. whole matter before the Strict Baptist 
blessing, that there shall not be room Ministers' Association, whoi after seeing 
enough to receive it." the chapel, were favourab 7 impressed 

B. R. BRETT. with the prospects of raismg a cause, 
Homerton-row. and unanimously decided to take it 

TWE::--TY-FIFTH DAY OF JUNE AT ov,~~rom our first service in November 
LEYTON AND WANDSWORTH. last the Lord's blessin~ has been w!th 

Jc:NE 25, 1895, will be a day memorable [ us. Our Sunday mor~mg congregat10n 
in the history of the Strict Baptist De- has i1;1creased from e1iht to an av;erage 
nomination, from the fact that two New of thirty, and the evenmg from thirteen 
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to about fifty-five; the collections have 
also increased from four to an average 
of eleven shillings. And when we look 
back upon the short time since our com
mencement, and remember the fact that 
there are twelve persons to-night about 
to be formed into a Church, and that 
there are three or four candidates whom 
we soon hope to have the pleasure of 
baptizing, we can but thank God and 
take courage, and believe that this is but 
the beginning of greater things to come.' 

The chairman said the account was 
very satisfactory, and fully justified the 
movement, and asked the friends to join 
very heartily in singing the hymn com
mencing 

"De~cend from heaven,celestial Dove, 
With flames of pm·e semphic love 

Our ravished breasts inspire," 
to the enlivening strains of "Praise.'' 
Brother Gibbens followed by_ reading 
the "Articles of Faith and Practice" 
which were according to New Test,a
ment order. Brother H.F. Noyes then 
delivered some appropriate remarks on 
the constitution of a Gospel Church and 
the duty of its members, and proceeded 
to form the friends into a Church, when 
twelve brethren and sisters stood in a 
circle and held each other by the hand, 
Mr. Noyes asking- them a few necessary 
important quest10ns as to their call by 
grace, and whether they had related to 
each other their experience. The answers 
being satisfactory, he gave them some 
fatherly advice, and in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost pronounced 
them a New Testament Church, adding, 
"What God bath joined together let no 
man put asunder.'' Pastor G. Flower, 
in prayer, commended the newly-formed 
Church to the Lord. The chairman 
asked the friends to keep standing, and 
unite hands while we sang 

" Blest be the tie that binds 
Our heart in Christian love." 

This being sung to the familiar strains 
of "Glasgow," Mr. Banks left the chair 
and the remainder part of the meeting 
in the hands of Mr. R. E. Sears, who 
aliministered the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper, giving a hearty invite to mem
bers of Churches of the same faith and 
order to unite in the solemn service, and. 
calling each Church by name, asked 
them in turn to stand up, thu~ showing 
the causes represented on this interest
ing occasion to be Bethnal Green, 
Borough Green, Bow, Chadwell-street, 
Graye, Gurney-road, Homerton-row, 
Limehouse, Little Alie-street, Poplar, 
Waltham Abbey. and Walthamstow. 

Thie nearest place of truth to Gold
smith-road is Gurney-road ; hence the 
presence and hearty congratulations of 
pastor E. Marsh, and that of several of 
his friends, demonstrated to the earnest
ness of his good wishes for the new 
cause in his address at the close of the 
evening service. 

A staid, solemn anrl Raored demean0ur 
pervaded the whole service, and hope 
and faith predict a happy and success
ful future for the cause, which Mr. 
Sears de.,oribed as a ·' hearty child." 
Mrs. Keat presided at the harmonium, 
and with the assistance of brother 
Pallett1 of Waltham Abbey, the service 
of praise was most heartily rendered, 
which attracted the attention of many 
passers-by, as well as that of numerous. 
neighbour~. "All hail the power of 
Jesus' name,'' and the benediction by 
brother Noyes, brought the very delight
ful day's proceedings to a close. 

WANDSWORTH COMMOX. 
PAST THE FIRST MILESTONE. 

THE commenc~ent of another chapter 
in the history of the new cause at 
Chatham· road, Wandsworth - common, 
can now be recorded. On Tuesday, 
June 25th, special services, solemn yet 
pleasant, were held in connection with 
the formation of the Church. 

Mr. E. Mitchell preached a very 
appropriate sermon in the afternoon 
from the words, "Feed the Church of 
God which He bath purchased with His 
own blood.'' A good number sat down 
to tea. 

At the evening meeting the chapel 
was well fille'.l.. Mr. E. Mitchell pre
sided, and, after the opening hymn, 
called upon Mr. A. E. Real:ff, who read 
Ephes. i. Mr. T. Jones asked the Lord's 
blessing upon the meeting. 

The chairman, in his opening address, 
said that though this was a solemn 
occasion, it was by no means a sad one. 
There is snob a thing as being- joyfully 
solemn, and he trusted that would be 
the frame of mind they would enjoy 
that evening. They knew the Lord 
Jesus was in the midst. They desired 
to proceed as being conscious of His 
presence, and, doing that which He ha.s 
commanded, they could look up to Him 
w bless His own institutions. 

Mr. F. C. Holden said that all wl!.o 
took an interest in the cause of God 
must rejoice in the signs of its pros
perity, and it was not often that two 
t:ltriot Baptist Churches were beinl! 
formed in London at the same time, as 

• happened to be the case that day. He 
desired to make a few remarks upon the 
Church as Christ's own institution, and 
first combated the argument that there 
was no organised or constituted Church 
while Christ was on earth, by pointing 
out that Christ submitted to the ordi
nance of believocs' baptism, and that 
not only were the disciples themseives 
baptized, but they baptized others while 
Christ was still on earth. '' Jesus made 
and baptized more disciples than John, 
though Jesus Himself baptized but His 
disciple~." Evidently, then, Christ gave 
His distinct and personal authority, and 
surely that was a Christian Church 
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which was composed of His disciples, 
His constant companions, who after
wards became His apostles. Christ's 
own words were, " If he shall neglect 
to hear them, tell it unto the Church," 
and if there were no really organised 
Church at that time, these words evi
dentlv prove that Christ intended there 
~hould be properly organised Churches. 
Christ Himself instituted the ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper and instructed His 
disciples to teach the observance of all 
thini;rs He had commanded. He believed 
that the gathering of 120 persons before 
the dav of Pentecost was a Church 
meeting. He could only hope that this 
Church might soon have a meeting of 
120, and that three thousand might be 
added to it. Re concluded by exhorting 
his hearers not to be ashamed of their 
colours, believing the Strict Baptist 
denomination to be the nearest to truth, 
and ha,ing the Master's authority and 
method for the observance of the Gospel 
ordinances. After the hymn, 
" _.._, hirds their infant hrood protect 

And spread their wini,s to shelter them; 
Thus saith the Lord to His elect, 

· So will I guard J ernsalem,'" 
Mr. J. Box read a declaration of the faith 
and practice to which the new Church 
intended. to adhere, and the members 
about to be formed into a Church were 
asked by the chairman to hold up the 
right hand to show that they agreed to 
the declaration, and a second time to 
indicate that they had been baptized. 
Mr. Mitchell then gave them the right 
hand of fellowship, heartily wishing 
them the richest blessing of the Lord. 

A motion that Mr. H. Clark and Mr. 
S. Frost be appointed deacons, was 
made and seconded by members of the 
church. and unanimously carried. 

Mr. J. Box in a most solemn and 
impressive prayer commended the 
Church to God, and prayed for thefr 
increase, prosperity, and blessing. 

Mr. C. Cornwell then addressed the 
newly-formed Church from the words, 
" Suffer the word of exhortation." He 
exhorted them to always be in their 
place in the house of God; to remember 
what they were come for-to worship 
God ; to attend to the business of the 
house of God: to pay their pew rents 
r~gularly; to ·attend to the ordinance 
or the house of God ; not to come to the 
house of God without preparation; to 
set no precedents which they do not in
tend to follow. 

The ordinance of the Lord's Supper was 
then observed. about fifty visitors from 
Churches of the same faith and C!lrder, 
testifying to their interest in the new 
church by breaking bread with them. 
Very earnest and solemn addresses were 
given at the table by Mr. H. Dadswell 
and Mr. A. E. Realff. The hymn, 

··Look, re 8aintE. the sight if.; glorious; 
See the Ma.n of oorrow8 now!" 

being sung, the chairman pronounced 

the benediction, and the meeting con
cluded by a hearty rendering of the 
doxology. 

Miss Licence presided at the organ, 
and the praise throughout was very 
hearty. Many felt it was good to be 
there, and again wished the new church 
prosperity and blessing. 

FRED. W. KEVAN. 

LAXFIELD.-The 65th anniversary 
of the above school was held on 
June 27, 189~, the day being all that 
could be desired for the occasion, being 
beautifully fine. The afternoon service 
began by the singing of a hymn, after 
which Mr. Tooke, of Grund is burgh, read 
Luke ii. 39-52, and implored the divine 
blessing. After this ,lfilner's Catechism 
was recited by the children, also two 
other recitations in a favourable manner, 
interspersed by suitable hymns,and Mr. 
White gave a good address on Jesus: 
first, that He was a dutiful child; 
second, He was favoured to have happy 
pa.rents. After the benediction had been 
pronounced the children, numbering 
160 ( with 18 teachers) had their tea. 
There was a public tea held afterwards, 
to which a.bout three hundred sat down, 
being m~e .than last year. Mr. White 
entirely took the evening service, which 
was commenced by prayer. He then 
read Joshua :x:xiv., and engag·ed in 
prayer, after which he preached a good 
Gospel sermon based on Joshua xxiv.15. 
His lea.ding thoughts were: 1st, the 
proposition made to them ; 2nd, a re
membrance of what God had done for 
them ; 3rd, the dan~ers surrounding 
them; 4th, the resolution formed. Suit
able hymns were sung at this service, 
and we are glad to say the se»vices of 
the day were heavily attended. May 
God's rich blessing rest on them. 

SIBLE HEDINGRAM, ESSEX 
(REHOBOTH).-This little hill of Zion 
has been without a pastor for more than 
30 years; during that long period only 
two have been added to the Ohurch, 
yet, by the help and goodness of God, 
the doors have been kept open, the 
pulpit well supplied, and the congrega
tions fairly good. During the past year, 
Mr. H. Brown (of Cavendish) was, in 
the order of the Lord's providence, 
invited to supply for one Lord's-day. 
The words that he was enabled to pro
claim was generally well-received. This 
led to a further visit, and a little later 
no an invite was given for six months, 
commencing January 1st, 1895. This 
invite was accepted, and the blessing of 
God evidently, and in a marked way, 
rested on the Gospel preached by 
brother Brown. In proof thereof, on 
the first Lord's-day in April, four were 
baptized, and added to the Church. 
This caused a rejoicing in the camp, 
and gladness of heart. '.fheChurch no;w 
felt constrained to g1 ve another six 
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months' invite, ending December, 1895, 
whioh was a.coeptod, Then, again, on 
the first Lord's-day in July, four more 
were added to this little, yet favoured 
oause of God ; three were baptized, and 
one restored. How encouraging this is 
to 1!he Lord's waiting, wrestling, pray
ing people. Blessed are they that wait 
for Him. It may he that those in oflioe 
here have, durin!I' these long series of 
years, been ready m feeling to give up, 
saying, with the disciples, "We have 
toiled all night, and taken nothing," 
perhaps forgetting that it is written 
there is "a set time to favour Zion." 
The Lord has appeared ; the net has, by 
divine direction, been cast on the right 
side, success has followed. Give Him 
all the praise. 

LITTLE STONHAM. - On Whit
Wednesday, the anniversary of the 
Baptist chapel was held :.s usual; it 
was a very enjoyable opportunity. Mr, 
Ha.rsant, of Otley, preached afternoon 
and evening. We felt it good to be there; 
the Master's presence. was enjoyed; 
souls were fed; enquirers directed, and 
Christ exalted. There was a good 
attendance, and we trust that much real 
and la.sting ~ood. will in after days be 
brou_ght to hght, and poor sinners led to 
the Lamb of God, and be constrained to 
follow Him in His appointed ways. 
The kind friends who provided and 
made things comfortable, I hope will 
accept our sincere thanks. But, above 
all, we, as a Church, do desire to ascribe 
honours to our gracious God, and to 
raise another Ebenezer: "Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us." "The Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof we 
are glad,"-J. GRIMWOOD. 

CHELMSFORD (NEW LONDON· 
ROAD ).-Although without a pastor, the 
Lord's blessing and presence is still 
enjoyed here,and not one of the least of 
these seasons of rejoicing was experi
enced on Lord's-day, June 23rd, when 
we were favoured to see the moving of 
the waters. On this happy occasion 
three were baptized, upon a profession 
o.f their faith in a precious Christ, 
by brother M. E Green, of Swavesey, 
Camba, (one a sister of brother Chilvers, 
of Keppel-street). The sermon in the 
evening previous to administering the 
ordinance wa.s encouraging, and some 
telling remarks were made. As the 
preacher was speaking of ''the way" 
(Isa. xxx. 21) many called to mind the 
joy they ha.d experienced in following 
the Master, The sermon was listened 
to with marked attention, and the 
preacher seemed at happy·liberty in his 
Master's work. One point in the sermon, 
which was dwelt upon with emphasis, 
was: "This is not the end of the way, 
as too many at the present time seem to 
think, that when they were baptized 
and joined the Church that was all 

that was rer1uired, and they had come 
to the end of the way. He (the 
preacher) said he understood it just the 
opposite to that. This was only the 
commencement of walking in the ways 
of the Lord, making a public pro
fession, On Lord's-day, July 7. words 
of counsel and encouragement were 
spoken by brother Green, previons to 
giving the right-hand of fellowship. 

HOXNE.-The annual gatherings on 
Whit-8unday and Monday were at
tended by large audiences, completely 
filling our beloved chapel. which 
gladdened our hearts. We rejoiced to 
meet once a.gain our formerly beloved 
pastor (Mr. W. J. Denmee), who, in a 
telling way, exhorted the teachers to 
press on in the good old way. In 
the afternoon, Mr. Denmee based his 
address from the life of Josiah 
(2 Chron. xxxiv.), giving six lessons:
(1) It is possible to be a Christian while 
young; (2) It is possible, in spite of 
unfavourable circumstances; (3) It is 

'possible just at the time when the 
world's pleasures are most attractive 
(4) It ispossiblewithoutbeingunmanly 
(5) It is possible to continue in the 
Christian course, "He declined not," 
&c.; (6) It is only possible in one way 
to be a Christian, " He began to seek 
after God," &c. It is our earnest prayer 
that many from our Bible-classes may 
desire to seek Him. Special hymns and 
anthems were well rendered. On 
Monday, recitations were given by our 
scholars, after which, our esteemed 
friend, Mr. Ward, lovingly addressed 
us. In the evening-, a public meeting 
was held, Brother Banham (our worthy 
superintendent) sought the Divine 
blessing ; and earnest addresses were 
given by brethren Ward, Denmee, and 
Thorndike. Our dear children were 
again entertained on Wednesday, and 
enjoyed the change. On the following 
Sunday we held a special thanksgiving 
prayer-meeting (teachers'). To us, this 
was also a grand day of rejoicin!\", o.s 
our much-beloved brother, Mr. Mut1mer 
(of Brentford) filled the pulpit. We 
thank our God for such happy sea.sons. 
To Him give all the praise.-M. P. 
THEOBALD. 

LOCKWOOD (REHOBOTH),-The 
Sunday-school anniversary services were 
held on Lord's-day, June 23rd; two 
sermons being preached, afternoon and 
evening, by Mr. W. B. Suttle (of 
Manchester) in his usual vigorous and 
earnest manner ; the subjects handled 
being Luke xv. 5, and John iii. 2. The 
young people were specially ad
monished, and appropriate words ad
dressed to the infants, while the older 
end (as the aged are called in Yorkshire) 
had a portion meted out for them. The 
singing of the anthems and hymns, 
under the leadership of Mr. I. Sikes, 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

"'.ell_ smtRined the reputation of the 
d1str1ct for musical ability. Good 
congregations attended ; at night the 
chapel was crowded, aisles as well The 
collections realised £2S. · 

8TEYE~AGE, HERTS.-On Lord's
day, ~uly Hth, Mr. ):t. Bowles preached 
mornmg and evenmg. The anniver
sary was held on the following day, 
when two excellent sermons were 
preached by Mr. E. Mitchell. The 
g-rand old-fashioned doctrines of the 
Gospel were earnestly contended for 
Po~er and nnctio_n acoomi,a.nied th; 
delivery. so that 1t proved a. time of 
refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. The service of song was well 
sustained. which added greatly to the 
sacred pleasures of the day. Several 
ministerial brethren were present, R, 
Bowle_s (Rertf_ord), J. Bonney (Biggles
wa~el. _R. Kmght \Welwyn), J. Morris 
(H1tchm1. and others. The collections 
were liberal. At the close of the ser
"°ices the friends warmly greeted each 
other. For to evervone had been dealt 
to the women as well as to the men " a 
cake of bread, a good piece of flesh 'and 
a flagon of wine•·: so all the p~ople 
departed, every one to his home.
DELTA. 

GREAT GIDDI~G, HU~TS. - On 
Lo:rd·s-day. April 7th, we had a very 
enJ oyable baptizing service in the after
Il:oon, when tl?-e~e was a good congrega
t10n. Our mm1ster preached from the 
words, " If ye know these things, happy 
a.re ye if ye do them" (John xiii. 17). 
It was a time of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. J\fay He send us 
many such. 

LOWESTOFT. - BAPTIST CHUR<lH 
To:KNING•STREET. - Mr. D. Bennett: 
B.A., who came to Lowestoft last July 
to undertake a year's work in connec
tion with this Church, was, at a meeting 
held July 3rd, unanimously chosen by 
the Church as their pastor. Mr. Bennett 
thus enters upon his second year's work 
in this town with the full confidence of 
the people amongst whom he labours. 
There has been a steady increase in the 
congregation from the commencement 
a;id the unity and activity of th~ 
drfferent branches of Christian enter
prise in their midst augur well for the 
future.-L01·a/ Paper. 

,;2\'IFICATION. 
YEiff interesting services were held 
in _Commercial-street Baptist Chapel, 
Wh1techapel, on Tuesday, July 16th, 
when the Church formerly meeting 
in Artillery-street was united with 
the Church meeting in Commercial
street :Ba1,tist Chapel. The chapel in 
Artillery-street being- sold, the friends 
who had worshipped therein for up
wards of thirty y€ars had to seek a new 

home. The deacons of each place met 
the question of uniting the two cause~ 
was brought up; another meeting was 
held; eventually ea.oh Church was 
!)nanimous in their desire to be formed 
mto one. 

No !1oubt the question may arise in 
the mmd of some of our readers as to 
the Articl88 of Faith and Praotioe to be 
a~opted. To this we a.re enabled to 
give a complete a!ld satisfactory answer' 
Up?n comparing the rules, deeds; 
art1clee, &c., of each Church, they were 
found to correspond, so. as Mr. Bland 
very aptly remarked, there was 

NO SACRIFICE OF PRINCIPLE 
on either side. 

Commercial-street Baptist Chapel is a 
!a.rge freehold building, capable of seat
mg over 1,000 persons; there is a com
modious school-room, vestries, and other 
offi~es. The chapel was built, we 
beheve, for Abraham Booth eo well
known for his '' Reign of Grac'e "; after
wards the much-respected Mr. Stovel 
became pastor; since his death we can
not say much a.bout the ea.use. But 
~he few that were left desired to follow 
m the good old way. Their wish is 
fuliip.ed, and the Church will now be 
carried out on Strict and Particular 
Baptist lines. 

!Jn the Tuesday afternoon, Mr. E. 
Mitchell, of Chadwell-street delivered 
a~ appropriate, edifying, and instructive 
d1Sconrse. 

After tea, the evening service com
menced by singing," Come, let us join 
onr cheerful songs." Mr. S. K. Bland 
was the chairman, and we a.re quite 
sure the friends could not have ma.de a 
better choice of president for such an 
important occasion. Mr. Bland read 
Eph. iv., a.nd Mr. Ketchley, in prayer 
sought God's blessing on the meeting; 
&c. 
. ThE: Chairman said he felt very happy 
m bemg called upon to take pa.rt in 
this . Il)arriage service, and proceeded 
to g1 ve a. fatherly address on " The 
unity of the Spirit." He was thankful 
t? know they were acting in God's 
sight. It was a marriage union, and 
you have to love, honour, ·and obey. 
Any action that does not spring from 
love to Christ is but tinkling brass. 
You have an honourable past; the names 
of Abraham Booth, Mr. Stovel, George 
Moyle, William Crowther, Thomas 
Jones, make up a most respectable 
history. 

Mr. Bland then took the hand of 
brother Mills, senior deacon of Artillery
str1:et, and that of brother Ketchley, 
semor deacon of Commercial-street, 
and after a few prayerful remarks said, 
" I declare these two one, in the ua.me 
of the Father, Son, and lloly Ghost." 

"Blest be the tie tbat binds 
Our hearts in Christian love" 

was sung, and addresses given by 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 253 

Messrs. Holden, Mitchell, Roeder, 
Othen, and King. 

Mr. James Applegate and othera did 
their beat to welcome friends, among 
whom we noticed our venerable friend 
Mr. Beach, from Ohelmaford, J. Battson, 
Mr. F. Applegate, of Chadwell-street, 
Mr. Hider, Little Alie-street, &c. 

The hymns used were from Hymn
sheet No. 15, published by R. Banks 
and Son, which is much used at our 
public gatherings. 

A cheerful and hearty feeling per
vaded the meeting, and we earnestly 
hope and pray that God's gracious 
blessing may rest on the union.-J.W.B. 

JOYFUL JOTTINGS FROM BURGH
LE-MARSH AND MONKSTHORPE. 
FoR the seventh year in succession we 
have bad the happy but responsible 
privilege of preaching the anniversary 
eermons in connection with this time
honoured and God-appointed cause of 
truth. On Sunday, June 23, we had a 
very sweet and precious season, morning 
and evening at Burgh, and at Monks
tborpe in the afternoon, as, by the help 
of the Holy Spirit, we pondered Luke 
xxiv. 36, Deut. xiv. 2, and Song of 
Solomon ii. I. It was indeed a day of 
rioh blessing from on high. The dear 
Lord made manifest His hallowed and 
hallowing presence, and the power of 
His love and grace melted mani hearts. 

On the following Tuesday, June 25, 
we had two services at Burgh, with a 
public tea between. In the afternoon 
we were graciously helped as we pon
dered Zech. ix. 11, 12, and in the evening 
we had profitable thoughts and medita
tions upon Ephes. vi. 10, 11. On the 
whole, we all had a very glad and pro
fitable time throughout. Some of the 
friends went so far as to say it was the 
beot anniversary for a number of years.· 
Be this as it may, it was sweet and help
ful. It is al ways a great pleasure to 
meet the friends at Burgh, and to have 
spiritual fellowship with them; they 
are a warm-hearted, Christ-loving, 
gracious people, always ready to receive 
the trnth in the love of it, and their 
kindness and goodness of heart, as 
shown to us, is very great. Such kind
ness to the servant bespeaks deep love, 
begotten of grace, to the servant's Lord, 
and is, we think, an evidence of their 
election of God, We were sorry to find 
our good brother the pastor (Mr. G. 
Pitts) in but moderate health only; may 
the dear Lord strengthen him in body, 
and enrich him in soul. 0 f the friends 
we could say much in their favour, but 
both time and apace forbid. It would 
be a long story if we were to say all our 
heart would prompt us to say; and to 
mention some and not the rest, would 
be invidious where all are so good. The 
L01·d bless them and keep them ; the 
Lord make His face to shine upon them, 

and give them peace. God be praised 
for the season of blessing, and to Him 
be all the glory, Amen.-W. ROWTO)l"
PARKER. 

AN INTERESTING EVENT AT 
ZOAR, IPSWICH. 

ON Bundaymorning,July 7, Mr. Bardens 
pr08')hed from Matt. xvi. 24, after which 
he had the pleasure of baptizing two 
female candidates, one was young, the 
other over 77 years of age, who referred 
(in her experience) to the Lord's 
gracious dealings with her soul over 
50 years ago. She bas attended Zoar 
between 30 and 40 years. During a 
recent.illness, a friend lent her a volume 
of Chee1'ing Wnrds, containing an article 
on Baptism. This was the means of her 
coming forward. In a letter to a friend 
she says:-

" I feel I am resting on the Rock of 
Ages ; He is All-in-all to me. I feel 
that all things in this world are vanity 
compared to the glor.v of Christ. I 
want to feel Him more precious the 
longer I live. I have had many troubles 
and persecutions; I thank the Lord for 
them, they have drawn me nearer to 
Christ." JABEZ WRIGHT. 

SOMERSHA.M. - Our Sunday-school 
anniversary was held on June 9. We 
were glad to see such a glorious morn
ing; the brightness of the sun, the 
beauty of the trees and fields, and the 
sweet harmony of bird and insect, 
seemed to fill the heart with joy, and 
we felt the truth of the words," All Thy 
works shall praise Thy name." Pastor 
and teachers met at seven o'clock to 
supplicate the throne of grace. How 
we thought of Mary Magdalene as she 
went early to the sepulchre; but she 
wept because of an al:>sent l..ord, we 
could hardly refrain from tears because 
of a present Lord. When l\Ia.ry found 
Him she said, Rabboni, and we call that 
se.me risen Jesus, Rabboni. Faith views 
Him as our intercessor, and we lifted 
our hearts in prayer through Him to 
God the Father, by the Spiri~. Our 
beloved pastor was much encouraged to 
undertake his day's work. The morning 
service commenced at 10.30 Hymns 
were sung by the children, and as we 
listened for the text it was read in these 
words: " Let us not be weary in well
doing, for in due season we shall reap 
if we faint not." Many encouraging 
points were brought out for teachers 
and workers. In the afternoon, at :?.15, 
the chapel was crowded, the service 
being especially for children. An ad
dress was o-iven to parents and children. 
In the ev~ning the chapel was again 
crowded with attentive listeners. The 
service was carried on as usual. The 
text was taken from Psa. xii. !. Mr. 
Ranson was again helped by the Spirit 
of the Lord to preach to the people, un-
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flinching-I:, pointing out the dreadful 
disease of sin, and the only remedy. 
On Wednesday, June 12, a public ~ea 
was provided. followed by a eervrne, 
when addresses were gi\'"en by brethren 
Marling. Hazelton. Kern, and Bland, 
on Sunday-school work and encourage
ment for teachers. A vote of thanks 
and hvmn of praise closed the happy 
evening-. Collections satisfactory. -
F. GORHAM. 

CHATHAM (ENON).-The i>3rd anni• 
versary was held on June 23rd and 24th. 

"J\J,· soul, how lonlr is the place 
To which th, Clod resorts! 

"Ti~ hen ,·c>n t-0 Bee His smi1ing fnce, 
Thong-h in Ili$ earthly court~.''_ 

So sang the good old doctor in his day, 
re-echoing the sweet sing-er of Israel in 
his glad utterance, "How amiable are 
Thy tabernacles, 0 Lord of Hosts!" and 
present-day helievers in the same Spirit 
cry out ... My soul longeth, yea~ even 
fainteth for the courts of the Lord." 
The g-ood folk at Enon, with friends 
from neighbouring churches, met to 
record God's goodness in keeping the 
Church banded together in His fear 
for fifty-three years. It was with 
peculiar pleasure our dear brother, Mr. 
S. Gray. of Brighton, was welcomed to 
the town of his nativity by many old 
friends, and who was enabled with 
liberty to preach on the Sabbath 
twice, and again on Monday afternoon 
and evening. Briefly, the themes of the 
discourses were: 1. Isa, lxv. 18, "Be
hold. I create J eruealem a rejoicing, and 
her people a joy"; 2. Psa. civ. 34, "My 
meditation of Him shall be sweet" ; 
3. Exod. xxx. 25, "Holy anointing oil"; 
4. Heb. -vii. 8, "He liveth." On these 
precious subjects the hearers were 
privileged to lis~n with holy joy _and 
delight. The obJect of the collections 
was to defray the expenses incurred in 
thoroughly renovating the chapel, &c,, 
which has been made nice, clean, and 
comfortable. We desire heartily to 
thank all our friends who by their 
presence and help contributed towards 
th.:i same; especially are our thanks due 
to some of our London friends, who, 
through our g-ood brother, Mr W. 
Peacock (who is often preaching for 
us), so generously aided us in the under
taking. Thus closed another happy 
season in the Master'A service, to whose 
holy name l,e given all the praise.-
G. C. 

SAFFRON WALDEN (LONDON -
BOAD).-The 75th anniversary of the 
cause was celebrated on Tuesday, July 
2nd, when Mr. P. Reynolds preached 
two profitable sermons : afternoon text, 
Kah. i. 3; evening text, Num. xxi. 9. 
These were listened to by a very fair 
number who seemed deeply interested. 
About seYenty sat down to tea. Trays 

were kindly given by friends, Col
lections, with 11rofit on tea, amounted to 
nearly £(,. The services closed with 
" All hail the power of J esu's name.'' 
We thank all for their presence and 
sympathy and helping hand. 

NORWICH (ORFORD-HILL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL).-Anniversary services were 
held in the above oha.pel on Thursday, 
July llth, by a tea. and public-meeting. 
The evening· meetinR" was ably presided 
over by brother A. E. Realff, of Guild
ford. After the opening hymn, "Come, 
Thou Fount of every blessing·," and read
ing Psa. lxxxiv., brother R. Fordham 
soughtthedivine blessing. The chairman_ 
made some very appropriate remarks, 
and delivered an address from Hos. xiv. 
4, 5, pointing out the work of the 
Trinity as follows: "I will heal," 
"Christ the Healer," "I will love them 
freely," "The love of the Father," "I 
will be as the dew," "The gracious in
fluence of the Holy Ghost," &c. Brother 
Bennett's (Lowestoft) address was on 
Exod. xvii. 15, "And Moses built an 
altar, and caUed the nil.me of it Jehovah 
Nissi." J. Muskett (Great Yarmouth} 
spoke from Acts xx. ·28, "The Church of 
God which He hath purchased with His 
own blood." Brother Sapey (Claxton) 
spoke from· Gal. ii. 20, "I am crucified 
with Christ," &c. Our young brother 
Fairhurst (Saxlingham) gave the .. ?on
cluding address from Psalm lxm. 7, 
"Because Thou hast been my help," &c. 
A verse or two of various hymns were 
sung- between the addre~ses, and. the 
chairman closed the meetmg by qmetly 
thanking all who had in any way 
helped in the service, &c., and the bene
diction. On Sunday, the 14th, two 
sermons were preached by brother A. 
E. Real ff in continuance of the anniver
sary. The nett financial results are a 
trifle more than last 7ear. ft wa.s stated 
at the Thursday meetmg that the church 
has still 120 member.,, Ma.y the Lord: 
speedily send them an under-shepherd. 
-J.M. 

WATFORD (TABERNACLE).-On 
Lord's-day, June 23rd, we held our 
Sabbath-school anniversary. We had a 
good day. Our pastor preached three 
times-in the morning to the teachers 
from John ix. 4, in the afternoon to the 
children from Rev. xxii. 4, and in the 
evening to parents and friends on " The 
widow of Nain." The children sang 
very well and our congregations were 
very good', and so full was God's home 
in the evenin~· that many had to go 
away not able to find room. T_ruly God 
is with us. Our school ha.s mcreased 
one hundred in two years, Severa.I of 
our senior scholars have i oined the 
Church. and others are showing signs (!f 
the working of the Holy Spirit in their 
souls, so we thank God and take 
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courage. May our Lord bless nil Sab
bath services, as He is evidently ble3S· 
ing ourA, is our earnest prayer, 

NOR'fHAMPTON. -At Providence 
Chapel, Sunday (June 30th) was felt to 
be a good day by many, and we could 
say, 

"How sweet a Sabbath thus to spend, 
In hope of one that ne'er shall end." 

After the evening service, our beloved 
pastor (Mr. Walker) had strength given 
him to lead through the baptismal pool 
two young sisters who had given satis
factory evidence of their faith in and 
love to the Lord Jesus Christ, who, with 
a. brother, received the right hand of 
fellowship on ,Tnly 7th. May our dear 
pastor's heart be cheered as he sees his 
labours are not in vain, for others are 
still saying, "Come, ye that fear God, 
and I will tell you what He hath done 
for my soul."-A LITTLE ONE. 

WHITECHAPEL (LITTLE ALIE
STREET SUNDAY-SCHOOL). - Our 89th 
anniversary took place on Lord's-day, 
Jane 23rd, and it was a most in
vigorating and encouraging season .. 
The great Teacher's presence w.as 
felt and the message He sent by 
His servant, Mr. J. McKee, was a 
blessed one both for young and old, and 
a lift by the . way for the workers. 
The Mpecial address to the .children in 
the afternoon by Mr. Poulson was bas~d 
upon the " First Sin" and "Tempta
tion" ; it was full of wise truths and 
cautions to the young. The weather 
was good, the singing was good, the 
attendance was good, the collections 
were good (£1 lOs. more than last year), 
and truly the Lord is good. - W. J. 
ABBOTT. 

Churches, their best wishee. The pe.stor 
also spoke gratefully and closed with 
"All hail the power of J esu's name,'' and 
the benediction. The chR.pel was full.
A. E. P. 

STRICT BAPTIST SGNDAY-SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE, SOHO CHAPEL, 
SHAFTESBGRY A VENCE. 

A SPECIAL meeting was convened he: e 
on J aly !l, under the auspices of the 
Sunday-school Committee. The pastor. 
John Box, presided. After we had sung 
"My God, the covenant of Thy love," 
the chairman read, and gave a running 
comment upon Psalm cxliv. Brother A. 
Smith, of Eltham, prayed. 

In an unctuous address, the chairman 
warned teachers of the danger of losing 
sight of the spiritual part of their work, 
in their barning desire, and ingeniom 
efforts to arrest and to hold the atten
tion of their scholars, and also counselled 
them not to present too many objects to 
the children's minds, bat to concentrate 
their attention. After we had sang, " 0 
happy day, that fixed my choice," 

Pastor Jones, of New Cross, read an 
excellent and interesting pa.per on "The 
Teacher in the Study." It was received 
with applause. We then sung-, "Stand 
up and bless the Lord," Mr. Waller, of 
Wood Green,pra.yed,a.nd 

Pastor E. Beecher, of Shouldham
street, followed with another interest
ing paper on "The Teacher in the 
Closet." It was full of weighty, spiritual 
thought. We sang hymn, " When I 
survey the wondrous cross," and brother 
I. R. Wakelin prayed. 

Pastor J.E. Flegg, of Wood Green. fol
lowed with an earnest address on '· The 
Teacher in the Class." The chairman 
emphasized a statement of brother 
Flegg's to the effect that teachers should 
not attract attention to themselves by 
any peculiarities. 

This very interesting meeting w:is 
appropriately closed by singing, "Come, 
Thou Fount of every blessing" ! and 
prayer by the chairman, leaving nothing 
to be desired but a larger audience.
J. c. 

FULHAM (EBENEZER, LILLlE·ROAD). 
-The first anniversary of the pastorate 
of Mr. H. D. Sandell was held on 
Tuesday, June 18. We were favoured 
to hear and enjoy Mr. E. Mitchell 
in the afternoon. About 70 took tea, 
and the evening meetinll' commenced 
(the pastor presiding) by smging "Kin
dred in Christ," Psa.. ciii. was read, 
and prayer was offered by brother B. BEXLEY.-We had a very nice day on 
Woodrow. Brother Sandell gave a short Wednesday, July 1 i. The weather was 
address. He acknowledged the Lord's glorious, our services commenced with a 
goodness both to himself and to His prayer meeting at 11, conducted by our 
!)_eople. Kept in the faith and in peace. brother Pi~gott, brethren Clutterbuck, 
He heartily thanked the friends for Monk, and Linggood engaging in prayer, 
their kindness to him. Addresses were and a short address by brother Holden 
delivered by brethren Beecher, Holden, (Limehouse), after which we adjourned 
Kingston, Mutimer, and White. Mr. to "Parkhurst," where, through the 
Brown, deacon, solicited a good collec- kindness of our brother Piggott, a cold 
tion for the pastor. He blessed God that collation was served in a marquee on the 
they had kept to the faith, and exhorted lawn; after an enjoyable walk round 
an individual thankfulness, as well as our friend's grounds, we wended our 
united praise. He also referred to the way be.ck to our little sanctuary to hear 
weekly collections which had been well- brother Bush, who was greatly helped 
sustained. Mr. Fowler accorded to all to preach a Christ-exalting sermon, 
present, who had come from other I which was much enjoyed by the congre-
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gation. About 100 friends partook of 
tea. At the evening meeting brother 
Piggott presided; our chapel wa,s full, 
and it did our hea.rts good to see so many 
kind friends gathered together to cele
brate another year of the Master's lov• 
ing kindness towards us. The ohairman, 
after reading a portion of the Word, 
called on brother Brooks to ask the 
divine blessing, and addresses were 
given by brethren Bush,Pounds, Holden, 
and Flegg. We were greatly encouraged 
by our brother Franklin adding £6 to 
our collection. On Thursday we had 
our children's treat; our brother Pigg-ott 
a.gain throwing open his beant1ful 
grounds; we ha,d about 100 parents and 
children present. A very enjoyable 
time was spent which was brought to a 
close by the children singing several 
hymns, and our seeking the Lord's 
blessing on our work and gathering.-
F. J. LINGGOOD. 

FIXCHLEY BAPTIST CHAPEL. 
THE ladies in connection with this cause 
have been exerting themselves in pro
ducing useful and ornamental articles 
for sale, in order to obtain funds for the 
carrying on of the work in this locality. 

Frank Heal, Esq., kindly placed at 
their disposal his house at Grass-park 
Farm, Hendon-lane, as sale rooms. 

Mr. I. C. Johnson, of Gravesend, had 
been invited to open the sale; so on 
Friday, July 19, the first day of the sale, 
some friends assembled to buy and sell; 
when a hymn was sung, scripture was 
read by Mr. T. Hill, Congregational 
minister, and he engaged in prayer. 

Mr. Johnson then addressed the meet• 
ing as follows:-

" It falls to my lot to-day to be present 
a.tthis interesting meeting, and to take 
a prominent part in the proceedings. I 
came to you in the winter to open the 
chapel doors, when the temperature 
was far below freezing point, and I am 
with you to-da.y when the thermometer 
is above 70 degrees in the shade. 

" Your busy minds and more busy 
fingers have been employed for a praise
worthy object, that of providing the 
means of obtaining funds for the i::ro
motion of the truth in this localit7., 
thus acting in harmony with our Lord s 
command, ' Seek first the kingdom of 
God,' &c., and 'Delight thyself also in the 
Lord, and He shall give thee the desires 
of thine heart.' 

" It was a charge brought against 
Israel of old, that they beautified their 
own dwelling houses, but suffered the 
house of God to be waste, They dwelt 
in cieled houses, but neglected God's 
house; so God charges them therewith 
by His prophets Haggai and Malachii 
and asks, ' Will a man rob God 1 ' Ana 
when they said in reply, ' Wherein have 
we robbed Thee ? ' the answer is, 'In 
tithes and offerings ! ' and challenges 

them thus: 'Prove me now herewith, 
bring them m, and see if I will not open 
the windows of heaven and pour you 
out a blessing, that there be not room to 
receive it.' . 

" This charge will not be brought 
against the Finchley folks, for they can 
say with David, 'I have set my affection 
to the house of my God,' and those who 
are so favoured will in due time reap 
their reward, not of debt, but of grace. 
I have been an observer of men and 
things for very many years in connec
tion with the world and the Churches of 
Jesus Christ, aud have found that, as a, 
rule, those who take an interest in the 
cause of God, and devote their time, 
talent, and their money thereto, get on 
in life. The Almighty fulfils the declar&• 
tion, ' Them that hononr Me, I will 
honour.' No doing it for mercenary 
motives, but for the glory of God. 

" I must not, however, detain you 
longer, but observe-Here are for sale 
things useful and ornamental. Here 
are small things for the baby, and larger 
things for the lady, and things too 
numerous to mention. Here are friends 
readr to sell, and friend8 with the 
medium of exohange in their pockets 
ready to buy, so I will not stay any 
longer between them, but declare this 
sale room open, and may the Lord bless 
the labours of all." 

Mr. Realff, who has undertaken the 
oversight of the cause, made some suit
able remarks, and proposed a vote of 
thanks to Frank Heal, E;iq., for the use 
of the premises; a vote of thanks to all 
ladies who had contributed to the sale, 
and all helpers; and a, vote of thanks to 
the brother who came from Gravesend 
to open the sale; all of which were car
ried. Buying and selling then com• 
menced, and was continued on the 20th 

JOHN WALKED AND JOHN TALKED 
Goon brother John Andrews has been 
IJ&Stor of W a.ldringfield near 17 ½ years. 
He is now about to resign. Ina.private 

. letter, which we have liis permission to 
print, he says:-

It having been laid on my mind for so?'e 
considerable time. past that I must resign 
my pastorate at Waldringfleld, it has been a. 
matter of prayerful consideration that the 
mind of the Lord might be clearlr indicated 
to me (ere I sent my resignat10n to tb,e 
Church) in two ways. First, if it was :i:ris 
will f01· me to cont.in ne, that He would main
tain my strength to 

WALK THE 16 MILES EVERY LORD'S-DAY 
there and back as He bad hitherto done; the 
answer came, inasmuch that my strength 
failed me, so that I have been obliged to re~t 
by the roadside two or three times both 1D 
going and returning. 

Thl'n having the wet fleece, like Gideo~il 
wanted the dry. I felt I could not happi Y 
leave the Chumh in debt, as I had been ~~e 
means of the debt being contracted. -"'-a 
prayer was that the debt might be eleare 
at Whitsuntide, although there was n!J p:,.-o•· 
pect of its being done, seeing the pr1ne1pal 
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was £i1 10s. due1 interest about .£8, and legal 
oxpenscs £5, a total of £3-1 10a. I kept the 
matter secret from all, called in the collect
ing cards, which amounted to £11. I took it 
to the lawyor. Ho was pleased that we had 
rn.i~ecl so much in three years; said he wonld 
forego the intorest and expenses, and would 
receive the ten guineas in full discharge of 
the debt, which was all settled at Whitsun
tide. Thus my prayer was fully answered, 
and the Lord's mind to me was clearly 
revealed. 

I have, therefore, sent in my resignation to 
the Chnrch, telling them my labours among 
them would cease on the second Lord's-day 
in October, and that the only course open to 
them was to accept it, as it could not be 
altered, seeing it was the Lord's will clearly 
revealed. 

I have been pastor with them for 17, years 
when the pastorate terminates. During that 
time I have walked upwards of 15,000 miles 
in going to them backwards and forwatds, 
and have preached over 2,000 sermons to 
them, never been detained once by weather. 
All weathers, whatever it might be, I was 
always at my post, and seldom on account of 
sickness, for the dear Lord bas blessed me 
with excellent health. Ilovethe people,and 
have no wish of my own to leave them, and 
I believe it is as painful for them to part 
with me as it is for me to leave them. They 
were most all weeping at the Lord's table 
last Lord's-day, when I told them I should 
have the pleasnre of meeting them at the 
table three times moce before leaving them, 
if it was the Lord's will. 
· I do trust the change will prove for their 
good. These changes are some of the myste
rious dealings of our wise andloving Father. 
Oh, that we could more fully trust Him in 
the dark as well asthelightl-J.ANDREWS. 

MR. J ABEZ P ARNELL'S WELCOME 
AT STEPNEY. 

TUESDAY, July 9th, will long be remem
bered as a day of rejoicing at Rehoboth, 
our neat little sanctuary having under
gone a thorough cleansing and beauti
fying, we took the occasion .of the re
opening to hold a welcome meeting to 
our dear pastor, Mr. Jabez Parnell, who 
last January took the oversight of the 
Church. Mr. E. White preached in the 
afternoon (in the absence, through in
disposition, of Mr. O. S. Dolbey). The 
service was opened by singing: 

" Stand up, and bles~ the Lord, 
Ye people of His choice." 

Our brother read 1 Tim. vi., and pastors 
G. W. Shepherd and Mills offered prayer. 
Mr. White then delivered a most blessed 
discourse from 1 Sam. ix. 6. Friends 
found it good to be there. A goodly 
company sat down to tea. The public 
meeting was ably presided over by John 
Piggott, Esq., who announced openinf, i mn, "Our God, our help in ages past.' 

r. Piggott read 2 Thess. ii., making 
s me1very appropriate remarks thereon. 
Pastor J. Box sought the Lord's blessing. 

Mr. Henry Scrivener (deacon) gave a 
very clear, oonoise, and brief account of 
the leadings of providence, which had 
brought about the present happy issue. 
Our brother J. Parnell first preached for 
us late in the year 1892, and continued 
to snpvly about two Lord's-days ea.oh 

month, 'and week-day services, till May 
1893, his ministry being most acceptabl~ 
to the Church, and attended with God's 
blessing; a special Church meeting was 
called, May 3, when it was unanimously 
agreea to invite him to take the over• 
sight of the Church. Our brother sent 
a kind letter in reply, stating the Lord 
had not made it clear to his mind at 
present, 1to accept the invitation but 
would serve the Church till the e~d of 
the year; to this the Church agreed. At 
the end of this term Mr. Parnell post
poned his decision till he could see more 
clearly the hand of the Lord, and entered 
upon another engagement for twelve 
months. During this last term, the Lord 
so blessed his testimony that six were 
called into Gospel liberty and added to 
the Church. Thus encouraged, he on 
the first Lord's-day in December 189-! at 
the ordinance of the Lord's •~per t~ld 
the Church, if they were of the 'same 
mind, he would accept the pastorate and 
commence his labours the first Lord's. 
day, January, 1895. The Church was 
again unanimous, and accepted brother 
J. Parnell as pastor. 

The chainDJliJl congratulated the 
speaker and ca'Iled upon our pastor, who 
gave a brief acco'lnt of his call by grace 
call to the ministry, and the truths h~ 
believed and intended to preach, and con
firmed our deacon's statement, and added 
that the Lord continued to bless his tes
timony. Two more (a brother and sister) 
had just recently been called by grace, 
and set at liberty and were waiting bap
tism. At the conclusion of Mr. Parnell's 
statement, the chairman addressed a few 
well-chosen words to the pastor and 
Church from,; Brethren, I commend you 
to God," &c. 

The following pastors and brethren 
then followed with good short addresses, 
and Christian.salutations: S. T. Belcher, 
"Prepare you victuals" ; W. H. Lee, 
"Feed the Church of God"; R. Mutimer, 
" The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper 
in his hands"; F. C. Gray," A workman 
tha.tneedeth not to be ashamed"; J. H. 
Lynn," That which is good to the use of 
edifying" ; R. E. Sears, "Let Ashur be 
blest with children" ; F. C. Holden, 
"Endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bonds of peace"; H. Dads
well, "And they took knowledge of 
them that they had been with Jesus·• ; 
G. W. ShQJ>herd, "Come unto Me all ye 
that labour," &c. ; H. F. Noyes, ".A.nd 
Jabez called on the God of Israel," &c. 

Mr. Hayter Scrivener rend an account 
of money received on collecting cards 
and donations, which amounted to £47 
12s. Gd., amount raised at meetings, £19 
IOs. 3d,, making a total of £67 2~. 9d.; cf 
this amount we should like to mention 
the scholars of our school collected Ii 2:, 
12s. Our kind chairman g-ave £5. Total 
liabilities £Ii,; ISs. -!d. We now have a 
balance in hand of £1 -ls. 5d. 

This happy and prosperous meeting 
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was C'onoluded by singing heartily, 
··Praise God from wlwm all blessings 
flow.''-HAYTER SCRIYENER, 

I'AST AND PASSIXG ErENTS, d:c. 
l-Xl<!FE.-The month of June witne3sed 
the formation of two ::\' ew Testament 
Churches in London on the same day. 
This is unique in the history of our 
Denomination, we believe. ..... 

We are truly grateful to God to hear 
of a revival at Sible Hedingham. They 
have experienced many years of sorrow, 
we hope their morning of joy has 
arrived. 

* • 
There is at pres:nt a dearth of ~ood, 

sound Gospel preachers among our York
shire Churches, notwithstanding the 
fact that two promising young men in 
the persons of Mr. F. Matthewman and 
Mr. Booth, have recently been sent out 
to preach the Gospel; the former from 
the Church at Lockwood, the latter from 
Thurlestone, both of which are finding 
g-enezal acceptance with the surround
ing causes of truth. . . 

• Corresponding secretaries are experi-
encing anxiety and difficulty in filling 
up their supply lists, especially when 
limited resources preclude their obtain
ing preachers from a distance. The 
gravity has been increased in the removal 
by death of two well-known local sup
plies, Messrs. Beecher and Stevens. .... 

Down at " Old Dunmow" (as the fate 
W. Garrod used to call it) the Bell is still 
giving forth sweet music in the Ark. 

••• 
The last verberation from this primi-

tive place informs us that the anniver
sary on July 14 was '' a greater success 
in every way than before." 

.. * 
* The singers sang in the pew, and the 

pulpit gave" a certain sound," and "blew 
the trumpet in Zion." Mr. Cornwell was 
graciously helped through the three 
services. .... 

D. G.-Brother G;imwood'shea.lth has 
g-reatly improved during his stay in 
111a.rgate, and hopes to commence his 
ministry at Mount Ephraim at once. 

• * 
* Mr. Doughty says, we have been greatly 

cheered by presence of visitors, and much 
kindness and sympathy has been mani
fested. Brethren, "pray for us." 

* • 
William Flack p°;i.ssed away July 17, 

1895. He had been at Salem, Wilton
sq uare, about 35 years. More later on. 

* • 
Mr. A. E. Realff is• going to the new 

cause at Finchley for three months. We 
hope a large and prosperous Church may 
grow up round him in that beautiful 
suburb, 

Mr. Peet, a sound Gospel )lreacher of 
Shambrook, is fondly looked forward 
to as the future pa.stor of Zion, Trow
bridge. 

"' ,,, 
He is a man of gentlemanly appear

ance, not quick, though a ready speaker 
intelligent and thoroughly experimentn.i 
We should like to be present at the settle
ment. 

• * 
The cause is a good one, and, speaking 

after the manner of menJ ought to have 
a pastor. We think ana hope it may 
cheer the heart of Messrs. Aµplega.te 
Long, Gore, Little, good old John Ora.m: 
and others. 

i,i~~ 

The 24th anniversary of the Particu
lar Baptist Association of Australasia is 
reported in June Pa1·ticiilar Ba]!tist 
Jfaga:ine. Brethren Young, Hicks 
Hampton, Beedel, Ga.Hard, Quinnell: 
Emery, and others took part. 

¥** 
The Churches represented were,Lamb

ton, Sydney, Ryde, Bra.idwood, Colling
wood, Geelong, Ballarat and Newham. 
The letters spoke of peace, hope, and joy
ful anticipation . 

THE AGED PILGRIMS' CORNER. 
ON July 5th the 24th anniversary of the 
Hornsey Rise Asylum was heid, and 
was largely attended by friends of the 
Society, from all parts. The garden, 
thanks to Messrs. Fromow and other 
florists, who had kindly made presents 
of plants, looked its best, and the bright 
faces of the aged inmates testified how 
much they enjoyed the occasion. 

* * * Mr. T. Davis, the vicar of St. John's, 
Harborne, preached in the Asylum 
Chapel in the afternoon. His sound and 
spiritual discourse was much enjoyed 
by the friends, and his earnest appeal 
for the Maintenance Fund of the 
'Asylum liberally responded to. 

* *· 
.after tea, Mr. G;uber, of Salisbury, 

conducted a service in the Asylum HallJ 
where a large congregation listenea 
attentively to an instructive and dis
criminating serro~n.* 

* The Sa.le of Work, during the day, 
under the direction of the Lady Visitors, 
11_roved a great help to the Benevolent 
Fund for the sick and infirm inmates. 

• * 
On Julf 12th the annual re-union 

meeting o the pensioners from Camber
well Asylum and Stamford-hill Homes 
with those of the Hornsey Rise Asylum, 
took place at Homsey Rise, the expenses 
being met by private contributions, 
Our aged friends spent a delightful day. 
After tea a meeting was held, Mr. S, 
Sharp in the chair. -Messrs. Styles, 
Sinden, Abbott, Wilson, Woods, Link, 
and Secretary took part. A hearty vote 
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of tho.nks to the Lady Visitors olosed 
the proceedings. 

* * 
The Society's pension list 

amountg to £8,600 per o.nnum. 

In #emothtm. 

now 

AVERINA CULLINGF0RD, daughter 
of the well-known itinerant preacher, 
J. Cullingford, triumphantly passed 
away, Sundo.y, June 2nd, in her 25th 
year, being the last of three daughters 
the Lord has been 1pleased to take to 
Himself within three years; but etP-rnal 
praise and glory to God, each gave 
evidence of being subjects of His ever
lasting love. Departed, whoee death 
we now record, was of a quiet, thought
ful mind and most consistent character. 
Few at her age read the Bible more. 
She had been awarded several prizes for 
her productions on Bible subjects. 
When about twenty· years of age she 
opened her mind to her parents about 
her soul; how the Lord had spoken 
home to her heart with much sweetness 
the words, "Fear not, I have redeemed 
thee; I have called thee by thy name, 

THOU ART MINE," 
and expressed a desire to follow the 
Lord in the ordinance of believers' 
baptism. After she had obeyed her 
Lord's command she was anxious to be 
enga!{ed in His service, but her delicate 
constitution prevented. Eminent medi
cal men declared her case hopeless, 
which, when she knew,a calm resigna
tion to her heavenly Father's will 
pervaded her mind and prepared her 
for the solemn change. Her conversa
_tion was on heavenly things. She held 
sweet communion with God, and was 
oft heard, though faintly, to exclaim, 
"Precious Jesus!" On one occasion 
the enemy set in upOil her, and she was 
brought to doubt everything;. but her 
precious Saviour came, and seemed to 
take her in His arms and lifted her up out 
of his reach. The last words she wrote 
to some friends were, "The life which 
I now live in the flesh, I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself for me." As the end 
drew near she suffered much with the 
dreadful cough, and, at one time in a 
severe struggle, it was thought she was 
gone, and said to her aunt with a 
smile, " I did think I was passing 
through the valley then; I did see the 
golden streams of light; Jesus was with 
me." Just before she passed away she 
said, "Oh.1, aunt, I am in heaven; my 
precious Jesus makes heaven begun 
below." Soon after this she breathed 
out her ransomed spirit into the loving 
arms of her Saviour. May our last end 
be like hers.-J. CULLING FORD. 

MRS. KINGSNORTH was born at Dover 
in 1806. She was brought up among the 
W esleyans, but af~er her marriage 

attended the Church of England until 
the time of her widowhood, when she 
went to reside with her married daucrhter 
(Mrs. Gud~in), at Dunstable. - The 
writer, durmg his residence at Dun
stable, had many delightf□ l conversa
tions with her upon the best thino-8. 
She evidently lived very near to G~d. 
and knew the meaning of the exhorta
tion," Pray without ceasing." Durin" 
her last illness she informed Mrs~ 
Gudgin that many years ago the Lord 
bleat these words to her soul, "I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love," 
&c. She was a most appreciative hearer 
during the writer's pastorate at Dun
stable, and on the occasions of his 
visits t,c th~ residence of her daughter, 
Mrs. Gudgm, always had something 
kind and encouraging to say. Latterly 
she had much tribulation, but bore all 
most patiently, taking everything in 
prayer to her heavenly Father. A 
little before the writer was called to 
leave Dunstable, she removed with the 
family of Mr. Gudgin to Shelford, Beds., 
and subsequently to Hitchin, Herts., 
where she triumphantly departed this 
life on Wednesday, April 3rd. During 
her residence at Hitchin she spent 
many hours over the sacred page, also 
Denham's hymns, Dr. Doudney's works, 
&c. She dearly loved the doctrines of 
free grace, and was often heard to 
repeat the hymn commencing-
" Ah! but for free and so~ereign grace, 

I still had lived estranged from Goel." 
On March 25th, having taken to her 
bed, her only son came to see her. She 
took farewell of him, and besought him 
earnestly, hoping and praying he might 
meet her in heaven. Next day, her 
breathing becoming difficult, she longed 
to be gone, and kept repeating text 
after text of Scripture, and said-

" He who hath helped me hitherto, 
Will help me all my journey through." 

A little later she exclaimed, " Why are 
His chariot wheels so long in coming/ 

"On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand." 

The last few days she was much in 
prayer. She also asked to have read to 
her some favourite hymns, as-· 

"Jesus, La,~er of my soul,'' 
"Rock of ttges," 
11 To Jesus, the crown of my hope,'' &c. 

The enemy was now permitted to 
molest her. She informed Mrs. Gudgin 
that he kept eaying, "You came in 
through the wron~ door." Her daughter 
said, "You came m by Christ, did you 
not? and He says, 'I am the Door; by 
Me if any man enter in,'" &c. She 
replied, "Yes," Then,_ putting up her 
hand, she exclaimed, "Wretch that you 
are, to disturb me in my last moments; 
you aye a liar from the beginning!" 
On Sunday, March 31st, she became 
restless and weary to depart. "Do 
pray, she said,'' "that 1 may have 
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patience to wait the appointed time." 
So she continued until Wednesday 
morning. The last words she was heard 
to utter were, "Precious Jesus, take me 
home.•· Her daughter then said," If 
when you are in the valley, you feei 
Christ's presence with you, and you can
not speak, put up your hand," After a 
time she accordingly held up both 
hands, and kept them up for a. second 
or two. At eleven o'clock she breathed 
her last, quietly and sweetly, without a 
sigh. The writer last visited her on 
Wednesday, Feb. 27th, when, after 
preaching at N ewa.rk-street, Leicester, 
on the previous Sunda.y and Monday, 
he made a call on his way to Stevenage, 
where he had engaged to preach that 
e\"ening. Well does he remember_ the 
firm and loving grasp of the dear hand 
of that aged saint, and her earnest look 
a.s she said, "I long to go home,"-A. E. 
REALrr, Guildford. 

E. BEARDWELL.-Death ha.s removed 
from us a gifted and gracious brother in 
the person of E. Beard well, at the age of 
54, after a long and trying affliction, 
during which he was divinely supported 
and enabled to leave a most satisfactory 
evidence of the reality of the work of 
irrace in his soul.-F. C. HOLDEN. 

MARY ROGERS passed peacefully 
to her rest, whilst sleeping, on J a.nuary 
31st, Tyne-terrace, Ilfordj aged 80 years 
(one day before her deatn). She was a. 
member of Strict Baptist Churches a.t 
Hampstead in 1845, at Zoa.r (Great Alie
street ,. Artillery-lane, and of Ebenezer 
( Ilford I. 0 ur dear mother rejoiced all 
these years in the doctrines of grace, 
and, whilst e\"er a busy Martha, yet 
often, through years of weakhealth and 
family care, desired ever with her name
sake of Bethany to rejoice in" that good 
part" which was never denied her, her 
children rising up to call her blessed, 
one son and only daughter following 
their father in his work associated with 
the London City Mission. As mind and 
memory failed, it was delightful to hear 
her testimony of the Lord's goodness, 
His Word her constant delight, and His 
praise her repeated theme. The writer 
well remembers one bright autumn day, 
her couch facing the window. As the 
fleecy clouds passed by, she exclaimed
•· Tht opening hea Yen~ around me shine 

\Yitb ljeams of sacred bliss, 
Whilst Je~us sho,,s His heart is mine, 

And whispers! am His." 
DAVID PRIME, of Cottenham, Cambs., 

pa.seed away May 15th, at the ripe age 
of 58, and was interred in Cottenham 
Cemetery May 21st. His brother deacon 
(Mr. Moore) conducted the solemn ser
vice. Deceased was followed to the 
grave by his family and many friends. 
" Devout men carried him to his burial." 
He had clear views of the doctrines of 
grace and, like Enoch, walked witb 
God. ' An intelligent and enlighten£ 
Christian was respected by all who 
knew hir,;. Our loss is his eternal gain. 

' We miss him much.-E. D. rThe name 

I 

is very fa.milia.r as an old and respected 
Clllrrespondent.-J. W. B.] 

JOHN TAYLOR.-As it seldom falls to 
' the lot of any to belong to a Christian 

Church more tha.n seventy years, I 
1 thought a. little notice of my late dear 

father would not be unacceptable. 
Wa.nting only three days to complete 
his..1.9lst year, the subject of this pa.per 
fell a.sleep in Jesus on Dec. 4 last, re
ta.ining his eyesig-ht and hearing up till 
almost the eml. Born in 1803,at Boston, 
in Lincolnshire, removing from thence 
to Ha.mpshire when quite a child, a.nd 
when a lad to the great City, he received 
the first good impressions from a godly 
mother, who stored his young mind with 

· Dr. Watts's hymns, besides many por
tions from the Word of God. As a lad 
he attended with her at Grafton-street 
Chapel, where he heard a sermon from 
the words, "And the door was shut." A 
deep impression resulted, but it vanished 
for a sea.son and he soon entered into 
the follies of the world. But a blessing 
oa.me to him in the shape of a serious 
illness, when his life was g-iven over by 
his friends; but it pleased God to restore 
him to health, a.rid to open his eyes to 
see his sinful state, and led him gently 
a.long to seek for mercy, About this 
time he removed to Farnha.m, Surrey, 
joining the Independent Church, the 
only Dissenting body in the town. The 
pastor, Mr. J. Johnson, was a good man, 
and deceased to the last reca.lled the 
sweet seasons he enjoyed under his 
ministry; after Mr. Johnson's death a 
few friends formed a Baptist ca.tise, and 
built the little chapel at· Hungry Hill, 
about a mile from the town, which still 
stands to bear testimony to God's truth. 
His eyes were opened to see baptism, 
and he was immersed by Mr. Smith, and 
joined the Church here. In 1852 we all 
removed to Pentonville, London; went 
to Mr. James Nunn, Goldington
crescent ; then Beulah, Somers Town; 
from there to Providence, Islington 
(Mr. Gia.skin's, by whom two sisters, 
wife, and self, were baptized). After 
this father united with the Church at 
Chad well-street, under the pastorate of 
Mr.John Hazelton, and since then under 
Mr. Mitchell's ministry; but, on account 
of age and infirmity, was not able to 
attend much latterly. He dearly loved 
the pure doctrines of grace, by which 
he had been kept through his long life. 
Hi~ end was peace ; like a shock of corn 
fully ripe, he has been gathered into his 
Master's garner.-G. TAYLOR, 

GLADWELL CERES, in her 78th year, 
passed away to her rest ; widow of the 
late Joseph Gladwell, of Ipswich. She 
was a member of Bethesda Chapel, 
Ipswich, under the late Thomas Poock, 
of blessed memory. Died at "Tig-h-na
bruaich," East Ham, Essex, on June 
25th, 1895; interred at Ipswich on June 
29th, 1895. 



THE LAST PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAIT TAI,E;,;- OF 

THE LATE MR. WILLI.BI FLACK. 

w:;11,e @;tt.efo Qb.ofrenant. 
BY EDWARD MITCHELL. 

"I will make ll new covenant with the house of Israel.''-J er. xxxi. 31. 

A COVENANT means a cpntraot1 compact, arrangement between two 
Ji or more persons. As employed by God it denotes the methods and 
terms iu which He deals with men. He brought Israel out of Egypt 
by His outstretched arm, and entered into a covenant with them at 
Sinai. In our text He promises to enter into another arrangement with 
His people of a different nature to that made at Sinai, which they had 
broken. An understanding of this covenant, and an interest in it, are 
matters of paramount importance. 

VoL. LT. SEPTEMBER, 1895. s 
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It is denominated "A NEW COVENANT." This refers to the date of 
i~s publication, otherwise it existed before the other covenant. As Kent 
srngs:-
" This cov'nant stood ere time began, ·Twas made with Jesus for His bride, 

That G~ with men might dwell; Befor~ the sinner fell; 
Eternal wisdom drew the plan, 'Twas signed, and sealed, and ratified 

In all things ordered well. In all things ordered well," ' 

But though existing from eternity, it was only made known after the 
covenant of works had been broken. The old precedes the new in the 
order of publication. It may be called new also from its lasting 
character. " In that He saith a new covenant He hath made the first 
old. X ow that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.'' 
So the apostle reasons. Then, as the old is that which decays and 
vanishes, the new must be that which contains no element of decay, but 
remains in all its force and vigour, hence it is called also an everlasting 
covenant. The new has superseded the old, but will retain its vigour 
undiminished to all eternity, and never give place to another. · 

The new covenant IS ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT IN PRINCIPLE to the 
old. It is ·• not according to the covenant '' made at Sinai. The old 
covenant was conditional, the new is absolute. In the old God engaged 
to bless on condition of the obedience of the people; in the new He 
undertakes to bless unconditionally. "I will," "And they shall," is the 
langug,ge our God employs in the covenant of His grace. This is of 
vast importance. The great error of the so-called evangelicism of the 
day consists in making faith the condition of the new covenant. This 
turns grace into law, and makes both covenants to be of the same nature, 
differing only in the conditions-one demanding perfect obedience to the 
ten commandments, and the other substituting faith in the place of perfect 
obedience. Were this true, the new covenant would be of no more service 
to us than the old-to believe savingly being equally as impossible to a 
sinner dead in sin as to keep the whole law. But there is not the least 
hint of faith as a condition in any of the editions of the new covenant 
contained in the Scriptures. All is absolute grace. "I will, I will," 
says God; and the sweet promises, free from the least suspicion of 
condition on our part, breathing nothing but free favour, engage the 
power and faithfulness of the great Promiser alone. Faith is, indeed, 
requisite to salvation, but it is included in the promises, and it is the 
means by which we receive, and the evidence, but not the condition, of 
our interest in the covenant. Grace, and only grace, is exhibited here; 
and the whole shall redound to the praise of the glory of His grace, wh~ 
devised, made known, and will fully accomplish His covenant of grace. 

The LEA.DING BLESSINGS OF THIS COVENANT ARE SET FORTH IN THE 
CONNECTION OF OUR TEXT-they are unspeakably great and precious, 
God promises a gracious renewal of heart. " I will put My law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts." This is in contrast to the 
law engraven on stones. So Paul writes to the Corinthians, "Ye are 
manifestly declared to be the epistles of Christ ministered by us, written 
not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of 
stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart." The law was written on 
stones; it commanded what was right and good, but it gave no power 
to obey. The new covenant iR inscribed on the heart, where it abides a 
living operative force, producing gracious results. God gives a new 
heart, and puts His fear in the heart that we depart not from Him:-
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"To work and run the law commands, 
But gives me neither feet nor hands; 
But better news the Gospel bring-s, 
It bids me fly, and gives me wings." 

A blessed relation stands next in the list of favours. " I will be 
their God, and they shall be My people." To set forth the fulness 
contained in these words surpasses the powers of Gabriel. Here is 
wondrous grace and condescension on God's part. Here is highest 
privilege bestowed on us. 1 his relation assures us of constant, never
ceasing, watchful protection, a full supply of all needed provision, and 
final blessedness in heaven. What harm can come to those who have 
Jehovah for their God? What good thing can they lack? What bliss 
must be their portion ! 

"I must have all things, and abound, 
While God is God to me." 

What privileges this relaLion confers! We are secure of a refuge in 
every danger, comfort in every sorrow, help in every time of trouble, and 
deliverance in every trial and affliction. He that can rightly say, "My 
God," needs nothing more. The covenant gives us this rich blessing. 

A divine education is also promised. " They shall teach no more 
every man bis neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the 
Lord; for they shall all know Me from the least of them to the greatest 
of them, saith the Lord." This does not dispense with means, but 
secures effectual teaching. God Himself undertakes the education of His 
people. "They shall be all taught of the Lord." Whatever instruments 
He may please to employ,, the efficacy is entirely from His Spirit. The 
dullest scholar learns in this school. God imparts the capacity to learn, 
and brings home the lessons to the heart. We know Him as revealed in 
His dear Son. "Everyone that has heard, and learned of the Father, 
<iometh unto Me," said Jesus. This is true, spiritual, and experimental 
knowledge; and to know Goel in Christ is eternal life. 

Last, but by no means least, comes forgiveness of sins. " I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more." Blessed 
promise, bringing joy and peace into the soul wherever it comes in 
power ! Free, full, unrepealable forgiveness of sins! This tunes onr 
harps to praise Him, and stirs up all our powers. " Bles.:i the Lord, 0 
my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 
0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits. Who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities l " Here is, indeed, matter for the highest praise. Gracious 
and ever-blessed Spirit, unfold this covenant to our minds ; give us to 
understand its nature, and to experience its blessings; engrave it deeply 
on the fleshly tables of our hearts, that it may keep us in every hour of 
temptation; make it the joy and comfort of our souls, and enable us to 
glorify its great Author! 

THE raising of the body free from corruption and mortality, admit
ting it to the presence of God, putting upon it and the soul never-fading 
glory, a crown of righteousness, and palms of victory, and then bringing 
them to drink of those rivers of pleasure which are at God's right hand 
for evermore: these are some of the exceeding great promises which are 
to be completed at the Lord's coming to judgment.-Romaine. 
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0 UR PORTRAIT GALLERY .-No. IX. 
TnE LA.TE MR. WrLLIAM FLACK. 

" Send help, 0 Lord, we pray, 
And Thine own Gospel bless; 

For godly men deoay, 
And faithful pastors cease; 

The rig·hteous are remo'l"ed home 
0, send more labourers in their room. 

" 0 Lord, stir up Thy power 
To make the Gospel spread, 

And t-hrust out preachers more 
Through Thee to raise the dead. 

With feet to run where Thou dost oall, 
With faith to fight and conquer all."-

Bei·ridge. 

OUR readers, after the various references of late to the state of health 
of the universally-esteemed pastor of Salem, Wilton-square, were 

not taken by surprise on reading the brief announcement in the August 
number of E. ,. & G. H., that Mr. William Flack had" Crossed the 
narrow sea." This took place on July 17, 1895, in the 80th year of his 
age. 

Our departed brother's life was a very eventful one, and it would well 
repay the reader to get a copy of" The Christian Pathway," if it is to be 
had, and peruse the same. All we can do is to supply a brief summary, 
and commence by giving 

HIS BIRTH-PLACE A.ND ORIGIN. 

William Flack was born in the town of Ware, Herts., SeptembE;r 23, 
1815. In infancy he had several narrow escapes from death; here is 
one in his own words:-

When a bout eight years old, I one day fell into the river Lee in a very deep 
place-many lives have been lost abont the same spot, but I know of but few 
,d10 ha,ing fallen ac-cidently into the same, have been saved. But I could Dot 
he drowned then. I remember, while in the water, seeing many persons stand
iug··,rn the bridge from which I fell, looking at me; but they· dare not venture 
iu. though eight of their number were swimmers. I went to the bottom, and 
floated twice. and went down again to the bottom a third time. At this moment 
a bargeman. loading a barge, callle loaded with a sack of something on his back 
and asking ,d1ether they were looking at a dog? They replied, No, a boy. At 
which, swearing, he called them cowards, threw off his sack, and dived in afte1· 
Ille. 

This has often afforded me an illustration of my Saviour's great work. He 
did m,t, as some men say-let down a rope and say, Now, my child, take hold of 
that rupe and I will draw you up. No! he did not stand parleying as they 
further represeut-with-Is ituot low enough? I'll let it a little lower. Now 
take hold-);u"· twist it about you-Now ! you'll be lost if you don't. Now! 
~uw ! you·11 be doubly damned if you dou't take hold. You are already con
demued for falliug oft the bridge; aud you only add to your condemnation by 
e,·erv offer refused. No, he did not mock me thus; and mockiug it would 
lia 1·e· been, for I was helpless,-all but lifeless. I could not have moved a 
tiug-er, much less an arm, if it would then have sa,·ed me. \Veil! what did he 
do~ Du! He ]'lunged iutu the deep ! He came clown to the bottom. He 
~ame iuto 1JJY "·oe aud misery. He came into my very grave. And what then? 
\\'liy. with liis strong anu he grasped my helpless frame, and brought me to 
tlie sJ1,,re. WJ,at then,-<lid he leave me there? So! He carried me home 
i1, l,is ""'n arms, helpless, sEouseless, aud all hut lifeless as I was; au<l placed me 
i11 rnv mother's arms. This was smnetliing like a saviour. And shall the sal
rnti,;11 ,,f my (J"d fall sburt "fit? No! in no wise. 

Our departed friend speaks very highly of his parents, as "being 
upright in all their dealings, and very strict in training their children." 
Like many otller boys, he had a variety of situations and passed through 
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many trying and changing scenes; these, no doubt, prepared him for 
scenes of future usefulness. 

CALI, BY GRACE, 

In the year 1833, William Flack was brought to think seriously 
about eternity. "Eternity in heaven-Eternity in hell." These words 
haunted him much for some time, but he got a little relief on hearing Mr. 
Dampier, a curate, urging his hearers to pray for a clean heart-a right 
spirit. Huntington's "Bank of Faith,'' as also the ministry of Mr. Dale, 
at·' St. Bride's," Fleet-street, and that of Dr. Dillon, Clerkenwell, were 
useful to him. There was still, however, much searching of heart and 
mourning under a sense of sin. While in this state, on returning home 
one Lord's-day, he says, "I retired to my bed-room, dropped on my knees 
and cried earnestly for mercy, and felt like Jacob, "I will not let thee 
go," &c.; when a holy rapture filled my soul with pea(!e and joy. 

"Now I could read mytitle clear, to mansions in the skies 
I bade farewell to every fear, and wiped my weeping eyes." 

CALL TO THE .i\IINISTRY. 

While in the enjoyment of liberty as above stated, Mr. F. was anxious 
to shew his gratitude to God for His goodness, when the words came, "Go 
ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature." He made 
efforts to go abroad to the heathen. These failed. Returning to Ware for 
a time he attended cottage meetings, and it was at one of these Mr. Flack 
first opened his mouth, and the subject was " Abraham offering up his 
son Isaac." Soon after this he returned to London and became a City 
Missionary, and frequently spoke in the Lord's name. Mr. Flack was not 
yet a Baptist, but began to be anxious about baptism. At this juncture 
one evening, in passing "Beulah," Somers-town, he saw the doors open, 
went in, it was a baptising service-Mr. James Nunn, the pastor, was 
preaching-he (Mr. F.) became convinced under Mr. Knnn's discourse, 
and was baptized by Mr. Nunn, December 31, 1847, and united with the 
Church the following Lord's-day. He was now called upon to preach at 
Holloway, Islington, Hampstead, &c. 

HIS FIRST PASTOR.A.TE, 

In October, 1850, Mr. Flack entered on his first pastorate, at Sutton, 
Carobs., where he stayed over five years. Leaving here he settled at 
P<Jterboro', where he remained about 12 months, and again returned to 
London. 

Nearly 40 years ago, Mr. Flack and his friends opened Dorchester 
Hall, Hoxton, moving from there to" Salem," Wilton-square, New North
road, where he remained till the time of his departure from Salem here 
to "Salem's " courts above." 

HIS LAST DAYS. 

For several years Mr. Flack had been unwell, but for the last eight 
months was confined to his bed, where he enjoyed much fellowship with 
his Lord. The last few days he was gently and lovingly waited upon 
by an old friend and Church member, Miss Burden, who, as far back as 
forty-six years ago, attended his children in sickness, and has since then 
nursed through distressing illnesses, and has been at the closing scenes 
of his wife, daughter, and son-in-law. 

The following is from the pen of this friend:-
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H,· n~kNI tc1 linw ltia. Ii. read, which was sweet to him. At another time he 
sai,i. ''ll ,knth. whC're is thy sting? 0 gra,·e, where is thy victory?" With dee1} 
fr<•li11g h(' "·oulrl often say, "I am the Lord, I change not; therefore, ye sons 
.,f .Jn,·ol, are no( ennsnmed ;" and often it cheered our heartR to behold the 
pe:l<'P of his mind, which we saw heam through his eyes; then he would break 
fort!, with the sweet words, "I shall see the King in His beauty; they shall 
lwhold the land that is Yery far off." Then would come again, "\Vatchman, 
whnt of the night?•· Truly, he was faYoured to feed upon the ,vord of his 
God i11 n d~·ing: hour. He was ,·ery solicitous for the Church and school he 
was lcnYing behind. and prn.yed earnestly for both. 

P>'.'llm ciii. was read w ·ich he drank in with sweetness. He was often heard 
to say. "Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly," and then he would cry out as best 
lw Ponld. " 0 Lord, how long ! " On one occasion, looking round, he said, "I 
W<lnld not come back." "'hen the brethren came in to see him, he tried to 
speak "·ith them, but he was hard to be understood, through the paralysis of 
his tou~:ne: he would desire them to pray with him. \Vhen not sleeping, he was 
1wrfectly keen to all that went on. Psalm lxxi. was read to him, and that was 
011c of his fayourite psalms. He asked his sou to read John xiv. to him; he 
P11tering- intn it by sighs. At another time he said, " I shall be satisfied when 
I awake in His likeness." He made brother "ratson understand the words" He 
~eut from ahO\·e, He drew me out of many waters." ,vhen all his children 
were round him. he would talk with them. Sometimes they could understand a 
few "·ords. and sometimes not; they could tell by his look he was blessing them, 
al)(] Reeking blessings for them. On the Tuesday, as he was taken home on 
the w· ednesday, he raised the only arm he had use of as a token of his readi
nesR to go home. 

THE FUNERAL 

took place Tuesday, July 23, service being held in the chapel, which was 
well filled, Mr. J. Box presiding, who commenced with a short prayer. 
Mr. Britton gave out hymn No. 4° :-

" 0 blest retreat, 0 sacred rest, 
Beyond the surging deep; 

Where never sin disturbs the breast 
Or mourners ever weep." 

Mr. Bootle read the Scriptures, and Mr. Reynolds offered prayer. Mr. 
C. Cornwell ascended the pulpit and gave the address, speaking of his 
early acquaintance with ~r. Flack, which commenced in 1862, and pro
ceeded to speak for a few minutes from the words, "And so shall we ever 
be with the Lord." Mr. Cornwell was helped to give a most faithful and 
timely address. Mr. Walter Abbott announced hymn No 7 from the 
same leaflet :-

" Who can tell the bliss immortal 
Which the dying saints enjoy, 

Just before they reach the portal 
Of the mansions in the sky!" 

Mr. Box closed the service in the chapel with prayer. The funeral 
procession then wended its way to Abney-park Cemetery, which was 
reached about 5 p.m. The mortal remains were borne to the grave, and 
lowered to their last resting-place by the deacons of the Church, the 
superintendent of the Sunday-school, and three other friends. Mr. Box 
then addressed the large assemblage of old associates, who had gathered 
round the grave to manifest their esteem and respect for him whom they 
had so dearly loved. The hymn, "For ever with the Lord," was sung 

* Hymu 8heet No. 10.-" Hymns for Funeral Services." By. W, Winters. 
London: R. Banks & Son. 
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with much feeling, and Mr. Bloom, with great earnestness and warmth 
for the bereaved family, engaged in prayer. 

Messrs. Abbott, Sawyer, Wakelin, and Wilson attended as a deputa
tion from the M.A.S.B.C. Among the friends present at the chapel and 
ground,were brethren Hodges, Smith, and others (Chadwell-street); Day 
(Shalom, Hackney); Bumstead (Surrey Tabernacle), and many more 
from different parts. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

HOME AND COMMON THrNGs.-No. IX. RAIN. 

A VERY common, and sometimes we are apt to consider rain a very 
unpleasant thing, if it interferes with our comfort when we are 

contemplating or engaging in some outdoor pursuit or pleasure. Yet 
what could we do without rain ? Those of us who live in London are 
not so much inconvenienced by dry weather as those who inhabit coun
try places, and we are apt to think more of the mud that rain causes 
than of its cleansing properties, though even we can appreciate our pave
ments being washed white by a drenching shower; and a short and 
altogether inadequate supply of water is a great trouble in hot, dry, 
dnsty weather. Still, it is in the" country" that we can best realise the 
need and the benefit of rain, when, after a long continuance of bright 
sunshine, and little or no rainfall, the earth becomes chapped and 
parched, the grass is sere and almost burnt in appearance, and even the 
trees look faint and drooping, and their leaves seem all ready to wither 
and die in the midst of summer; while fields that have been sown pro
duce nothing, and have to be ploughed over again, and re-sown with 
other seed. Then we learn how the rain, like the snow, must come down 
from heaven and water the earth, causing it to bring forth and bud, that 
it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater." .And when the 
gentle yet copious showers descend as they have recently done, all nature 
looks fresh and young again, the dust is washed off the leaves, the grass 
springs up green and tender, the pretty wild flowers dot the verdant 
" carpet" with their varied hues, the sheep and cows graze contentedly 
in the meadows, the vegetables grow apace, and all nature smiles once 
more, while the dreaded '' water-famine " is averted in our villages and 
towns. 

Yes! rain, though common, is a priceless blessing, notwithstanding; 
"God watereth the hills from His chambers, the earth is satisfied with 
the fruit of His works," and no one can water like He can, and no 
water-pot, however fine its "rose" may be, can for a moment be com
pared with those wonderful clouds through which the rain so gently 
percolates, and so refreshingly falls upon the thirsty ground. It is true 
that sometimes we suffer in , our country from an abundance of rain; 
still, it is wonderful how many different things, some requiring much 
moist,ure and others more heat, all g-row at the same time, and we seldom 
find a total failure of either grain, vegetable, or fruit. In Palestine and 
its surrounding lands, where the sun shone much and brightly, it was 
nearly always the want of rain that brought famine and distress; for the 
same rain that waters the herbs and fruits, feeds the springs that supply 
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the brooks and rivers, and thus in every way rain replenishes and glad
dens the earth. 

What a terrible time that must have been when, in answer to 
Elijah's prayer, the "heaven was shut up for three years and six 
months," so that neither dew nor rain came down from the clouds, and 
an awful famine was the consequence! Have you ever wondered that a 
g-ood man could pray for such a calamity? Well, l believe he was in
spired of God to do so. . The_ king e.nd the people had fallen into awful 
idolatry; they were worshipping Baal, the snn-god, and it was the best 
"·ay to bring them to their senses to let them see that the 'sun might 
become a terrible enemy to them, if his influence was not accompanied 
by the waters of heaven. And most likely the prophet hoped that both 
Ahab and Israel would soon repent of their wickedness, and, by return
ing to the true God, He would mercifully give them rain and fruitful 
seasons, filling them with food and gladness again. But, alas, it was 
not so; month after month passed, and even year followed year, until, 
if the nation was to be spared at all, a change must come. And then, 
again impelled by the Lord, who pitied the guilty people, he prayed for 
rain; and an abundance was sent, but not until the people had .been con
strained by that fiery miracle t,o acknowledge, "Jehovah, He is God! 
Jehovah, He is God! " And then, in due time, plenty was restored; 
though, alas, they still went on frowardly in the way of their own 
hearts. . 

But this natural blessing is often used in Scripture to set forth 
spiritual and heavenly good. God promised to <' be as the dew unto 
Israel," causing the people to blossom like the lily, spread forth.like the 
cedars of Lebanon, and grow as the vine and the corn. Concerning 
Jesus it is said, "He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass, 
and like showers that water the earth." Dear reader, do you thirst for 
this spiritual dew, this gracious rain ? If you are a plant in God's 
garden you will; and if you can truly say, '' I thirst for God, for the 
living God," you shall not long in vain. If His grace does not seem to 
descend upon yon like a copious shower, yet-

"Upon your branch, when parched with heat, 
Refreshin__g dew shall drop; 

The plant His own right hand hath set 
Shall ne'er be rooted up." 

His own sweet word concerning all His vineyard is, " I will water it 
every moment, lest any hurt it I will keep it night and day." Lord, 
make us all thirst for Thee and Thy salvation, and fill us with Thy love, 
Thyself. Amen. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
SPIRITUAL REVIVING.-PS.A.. XXIII. 3. 

BY M.A. J. 

THERE is almost an endless diversity of experience through which 
the chosen elect and precious sons of Zion pass; this we gather 

from this wonderful book of Psalms, which is the treasury of Christian 
experience. A careful perusal of these records of Hebrew poets reveal 
facts which interweave themselves into the thought, feeling, and daily 
experience of good and gracious men. Take, for example, the precious 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

word contained in the verse to which attention has been directed-" He 
restoreth my soul." I take it that this gem of truth clearly indicates 
that, however great or good, however strong his confidence may be, there 
are certain times when even his confidence ebbs, and like all sojourners 
he feels cast down. 

You know full well that the "man after God's heart'' conld confi
dently sing-'' The Lord is my Shepherd;" yet the same individual most 
fervently prays-" Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation." There 
were times when he could rejoice in the broad sunshine of Jehovah's 
presence; yet at another time he mournfully speaks of the departure of 
that presence, and tells of the soul-trouble which followed. 

The word which is more deeply impressed upon my heart, is t,hat of 
spiritual reviving, or, as put in the Psalm before us, '' He restoreth my 
soul." lt will be apparent to most of the Christian readers of this short 
paper, that the first thought suggested is that men-the best of men
possess an inherent tendency to wander· away from God: It is not a 
cheering reflection, that we possess in no small degree the spirit of the 
prodigal son: and even the most, excellent of the earth get into a low con
dition of life and feeling. It matters not how great their joy, or how 
intense their love in the past, there are times when they greatly need 
spiritual reviving, or soul restoration. We are confronted with another 
thought, that the best of men are impotent to extricate themselves; hence 
David tells us plainly that God had appeared for him, '' He restoreth my 
soul." This at once cuts at the very root~ of human agency, by which 
I mean creature efforts; and leads the mind of the regenerated to appeal 
to the Good Shepherd for deliverance, 

This is a very encouraging truth for the feeble, and all of us who 
are insignificant, to receive the testimony which more prominent men of 
knowledge and spiritual po,wer can give. If, therefore, we can take the 
soul-inspiring testimony of the word before us, we shall doubtless be 
greatly cheered and helped. For truly the Psalmist has stated a most 
blessed truth, one in which most of the elect can participate-" He 
restoreth my soul." Thus you see that the good man gives us clear and 
unshaken testimony of a personal deiiverance from a trying experience 
which was still vivid to his mind. And is it not so with us? Have we 
no testimony to record of delivering mercy? Have we no Ebenezer to 
erect? Or have we never been in the valley, or wandered among the 
tombs of solicitude? Methinks there are comparatively few of the 
''flock" but what have come into the" Valley of Achor," and have had 
their times of darkness and soul trouble. On the other hand, may we 
not say there are few of the ransomed but what can produce the most 
convincing evidence, and the best proofs of soul restoration. It is this 
which gives additional interest to the words before us, and makes them 
appropiate to the redeemed all through the ages. We know that it is 
possible that you are rejoicing in the fulness of Gospel blessing, but 
shortly you may be asking-" Is His mercy clean gone ? " Under this 
peculiar experience, bow blessed to know that "He restoreth my soul'' ! 

That we shall be tried and tempted, and consequently often depressed, 
is no fresh prediction to make; it is simply a repetition of what has come 
all down the centuries. This being so, it is our mission to try to direct 
each other to the remedy. Hence we say to those who may be walking 
in darkness-to those who complain of coldness of heart, and indiffer-

T 
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ence of spirit, and who lack interest in the holy activities of service-Does 
not this short text hold out a great hope to us? May we not regard the 
words in the light of a promise which has already been fulfilled many 
times, and will be fulfilled over and over again. It is certainly calculated 
to call forth our faith into lively exercise, and to inspire ns with hope, 
and encourage us to appeal confidentially to God, tlrnt He will graciously 
put forth His power and lift ns up out of the pit of doubt, and cause us 
to sit among the princes of His people. I would speak comfortably to 
the little ones by asking them to try to remember that, although they may 
feel to wander, they cannot go beyond the reach of divine love; neither 
can they sink into the mire beyond the arm of mercy. He who has so 
often restored, and times innumerable revived our souls, is still able to 
do so. He who bath caused us to triumph will still give us victory. 
According to Paul, '' He who delivered will deliver;" therefore, if such 
was the apostle's experience, such will be yours, for you are equally pre
cious to Him. May I not say, in conclusion, that past restoration is a 
great incentive to our faith to believe that, whatever our case may be, it 
is not too hard for the Lord-not too intricate for the great Healer to 
restore us to our former enjoyments, huwever great they might have been. 
Xeither does it matter whether your case of indifference be of long or 
short duration, He bas the right balm never known to fail in any case 
submitted to its medicinal properties. Here, then, is the antidote to 
our spiritual infirl]lities-God Himself is the Restorer, and He alone can 
revive thy drooping soul. Go to the throne, tell thy backslidings, thy 
wanderings at the altar-throne, for" He restoreth my soul.'' 

,YHO FEARS THE LORD? 
.AN ENQUIRY.-lsA. L. 10. 

BY JOSEPH PRINGLE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

THIS is an important enquiry, a necessary enquiry. Who fears the 
Lord? Only those who have been taught that they have personally 

done wrong; wilfully and willingly sinned without any excuse for the 
sfo; no extenuating circumstances to plead in mitigation of the wrong
doing. Many professors of religion know nothing of this personal 
wrong-doing. They are sinners because all are sinners; a common ruin 
that all have been involved in. Such characters are not the people that 
the prophet is enquiring for; he wants those with a knowledge of their 
personal wrong-doing. These people know something of the Word of 
God as a word with power; it has spoken to them with authority; the 
Holy Ghost has applied it in a way that has commanded obedience; they 
have trembled under its threatenings; not that all the threatenings of the 
Word has had an effect upon them. No; it has been some particular 
portion or portions. There is something more that distinguishes them 
from the ordinary professor; they are unable to apply that second-hand 
knowledge of spiritual things which they have acquired in such a way 
as to throw light upon their pathway; they walk in darkness: and this 
not from choice, but necessity. They would set up rushlights; they 
would kindle sparks and walk in the light of them; but they cannot do 
this; their rushlights and sparks are blown out; the night with them is 
tempestuous. They walk; this is something of vital moment; a whole 
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volume of meaning lies here. Plenty of people have periods of dark
ness, but as a rule they can sit down and wait patiently for the return 
of light; or, if the return of dawn is delayed, they can go to sleep and 
get a good rest. But these people walk; and they walk in darkness. 
Not that it has been all darkness. Oh, no! there have been periods 
when a little light has broken in upon them. But the effect of it has 
been to make the darkness more conspicuous; and yet there has been 
such need for light, an absolute necessity for spiritual illumination. 
Some people love darkness; it is their mtural element; but not these. 
With them it is necessity, not choice; but, dark or light, they still go on 
.and this is an important feature; they know that travelling in the dark 
is attended with danger, and many a time have tried to sit down, 
,but could not do so for any length of time. This perplexes them; they 
think, if they could just leave themselves in the Lord's hands as some 
,people they know do, they would be so happy. But they cannot do 
this. They are afraid if they sit still the opportunity they have been 
looking for of entering into light may not be seized at the time it pre
sents itself. And yet they have no faith in opportunities. They know 
too well what they are to clamour for opportunities. They know that if 
they had the opportunities of a Gabriel, they are so unredeemably bad 
that they would abuse them. Of all evils the greatest evil that could 
befall them would be to have their destiny in their own hands. From 
sheer necessity they are brought to hope that God holds the issue of life 
in His own hands-that He is the Potter and they the clay. Yet this 
hope does not prevent them from fretting and fearing. Their faith 
seems so weak here. If they could only be certain that God holds the 
tangled threads of their life in His own hands, they could sit down and 
-quietly wait His unfoldings. But they cannot get that assurance they 
wish here; and this causes them anxiety. Here is a fundamental belief 
that they are so weak upon; and they say again and again, if their 
religion was of God, they would not be so weak here, but be able to 
trust God more. This is an insinuation of the devil, but they do not 
recognize it as such; they are verily in darkness and have no Ji;ht. 

Well, what are these people to do? They are just to do what they 
will do and what Josiah tells them to do; that is, trust in the Lord. 
They cannot do anything but this; they are driven to this; everything 
fails them but this. The fact that they have to walk in darkness; to 
-fight in darkness, for their life is more or less a continual struggle, 
keeps them always cognizant of what they are, weak, blind, and bad; and 
yet this foundation they are always driven back to, seems to them to be 
the thing they are least depending upon. There are many things they 
have had confidence in. Yes, they have many times set out in foll 
assurance that they were on the right track at last: bnt they found out 
it was confidence misplaced, and, weary and footsore, they have crept 
back to this hope of their soul-God. 

Prove conclusively there is no God and you inflict upon them the 
heaviest blow that can possibly fall. It would be a blank, dismal, 
melancholy world to them, if there was no God. Thus. though they 
walk in darkness and have no light, God is verily their Sun and Shield, 
and ever will continue to be. 

A CHINAMAN, in reply to the question how he found Jesus, answered, 
" I no find Jesus at all: He find me." 
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,-\ FEW wunns ON GO])'E( PROMISES. 

IT is an_ inrnlnable res_onrce to hav~ t.he memory well stored with the 
promises recorded m Holy Scripture, and a vast help through life 

to be able to recall them in faith. They were made to be used, and in 
them the believer has a rich treasury from whence to draw largely under 
any presumed, actual, or possible circumstances. 

Soi,,,, a ,-p ab~olntr.-There is no question about the certainty of every, 
one of the anciently chosen, efficiently redeemed, completely justified, 
and supernaturally regenerated, being found on the right hand of the 
Lord, the Almighty Judge, in the grand day of assize, or of their 
individually realising all that is embodied in everlasting life. But we 
are journeying to the inheritance of the saints in light, and God's 
promises are our principal portion for the way ; from such view a few 
considerations may be profitable to well weigh over. 

Some (Irr co,1ditional.-They are either connected with certain precepts 
named and recorded on the place, or easily to be read out in the largely 
enumerated instructions of the Word of God. Obedience to the plain 
orders for the family use and discipline will ensure the fulfilment of the· 
family promises. Negligence of the Lord's directions will meet with the 
consequences of disobedience, and fatherly corrections follow, ruled by 
Infinite wisdom and unchanging love. 

Some rn·e in the running tense.-What is the daily life of Christians, 
men and women of prayer, but the large fulfilment of Divine promises ?-
Mercies general or special, seen or unperceived, remembered or for
gotten, appreciated or unconsidered (it may be) until, for infinitely wise 
reasons, some long-continued blessing is suspended, and its withholdment 
realised and, moreover, sanctified. 

Sr,mr are undated and tluir fulfilment deferred.-H is a mistake to 
suppose that we have only to ask and have, irrespective of the lawfulneAs 
of the request, the wisdom of the suppliant, or the scriptural lines on 
which we are authorised to solicit promised favours. The Lord knoweth 
perfectly the right time, place, or means whereby He intends to fulfil' 
all His promises. Our finite misconceptions will never alter the 
meaning of the infinitely wise Promisor, or infringe upon Divine veracity 
and faithfulness. Millions of the prayers of the godly have been 
doubtless answered after the pleaders have reached the better country ; 
others have seen the fulfilment of God's promises long waited for before
they went hence. 

Some are contained in feu: words, but comprehensive in signification.
What the scholar might term a definite for an indefinite, or very wide in 
range, these require to be studied by comparing scripture with 
scripture, and conclusions drawn only from snch sure ~nd safe lines. 
How many have ran into extravagancies through taking hold of some 
sentences of the Word without considering its general tenor! It is 
possible to hang upon a Divine promise without having arrived at its 
real intention ; collateral statements clearly recorded have been over
looked or forgotten, and from such mistakes disappointments have
followed. 

Some are general and for the use of all sorts ofpersons.-The substance 
of which are to this effect : That no penitent suppliant for Divine 
mercy shall ever seek sincerely the forgiveness of their sins, and the, 
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·salvation of their souls through the merits of the great Lord .Jesus 
<Jhrist, in vain or prove unsuccessful. 

Be it ever fixed in the minds of the godly that "The \V ord of the 
Lord endureth for ever;" in accordance with which we may rest assured 
all our needs will be supplied, but not all the wishes we may have ; 
veracity and faithfulness are Divine attributes, erJtially with infinite 
wisdom, omniscience, omnipotence, and immutability. Moreover, it 
may be well just now to say that, while intelligent Christians, whose 
views run generally on the lines of Calvinism versus Arminianism, believe 
that infants-i.e., all dying under the age of responsibility-are included 
-in the grand results of the great Atonement-such is not founded upon 
either the universal redemption or baby sprinkling theories. Skilful 
Bible theologians can give substantial reasons for their belief, as also 
for that of degrees in punishment. Human councils, conferences, or 
creeds have not the slightest weight with such except they accord with 
Holy Scripture. HENRY Col:SENS. 

Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 

A DOUBLE NATURE AND A D0{7BLE BLESSING. 
"With my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become twb 

b:mds."-Gen. xxii.10. 

'TWENTY years before the utterance of this prayer Jacob had fled from 
before the wrath of Esau into the land of Padan-ararn. As he rested 

on bis journey at Luz, God graciously condescended to give him a 
.duster of promises-promises which included spiritual and temporal 
blessings. Jacob vowed a vow then and there that if God wo~ld do this 
and that, and would give him bread to eat and raiment to put on, he 
would serve God, and give a tenth part to Him. Now we find him 
-returning to his own country, and, being still under the fear of his 
brother's wrath, he offers up a petition for deliverance, and in the course 
of it, he uses these words : "With my staff I passed over this Jordan; 
and now I am become two bands."' 

Let us look at the words as they concern God's providential dealings 
with Jacob. There was an argument in the prayer. He reminded God 
of what he bad done in the past. What had God done for Jacob? He 
had promised to give him a seed, aud Jacob was now the father of eleven 
sons. He bad promised to be with him (and such a promise includes 
God's favour in_ every step of our journey), and Jacob had been 
prospered. God had promised to keep him wherever he went, and he 
had done so. God bad promised to bring him again into that land, and 
Jacob was just getting the fulfilment of that promise. God had more 
than made good His promises, and He had also deigned to listen to 
Jacob's vow, and had given him not merely bread to eat and raiment to 
put on, but oxen, camels, asses, flocks, men-servants, and women-servants. 
Truly, then, when Jacob looked baok he had a wonderful record of 
God's past favours to encourage him, and though acknowledging that he 
was unworthy of the least of those blessings, he uses them to press home 
his prayer for help at the difficult point he had now reached. The sequel 
proves that God hearkened and heard that prayer. 

How does this concern us, however ? We praise God that He helped 
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and prospered Jacob so, and gave us this record of it in Holy Writ. We 
take courage from it. If we are in adversity we look up to the God of 
Jacob, who \ms promised to be with us, and we plead what Ile has done 
for ,Jacob, what He has done for all His people, what He has done.for 
ourselves iu our own exp~rience, and, remembering all these things, \\'e 
fear not, but rely on Rim who has given us the promise of the life that 
now is, as well as of that which is to come. If we are in prosperity, we 
can praise Rim for making His promises more than good, for answering 
our prayE>r,, and for recompensing to us the double for all our sins, as 
Jacob could, when He acknowledged his gratitude to the Lord who had 
made him two bands. You, then, who are in the sore fight of adversity, 
take heart; and you who are favoured with prosperity, exclaim:-

" 0, for a heart to praise my God, 
A heart from sin set free, 

A heart that's sprinkled with the blood 
So freely shed for me I " 

I will now ask the permission of my readers to attempt to spiritualise 
the latter part of these words: " I am become two bands." Up to the time 
of lea,ing his father's house, we read nothing of any direct intercourse 
or communion between Jacob and His God, and save for the solemn 
declaration of service to the Lord when at Bethel, he seems to have been 
almost wholly absorbed in gathering together riches, till the critical 
moment when he fell under Laba.n's displeasure. Then came another 
promise, that God would be with him, and henceforth we find him in 
closer dependence upon the Lord, more and more looking to Him , and 
receiving His guidance, and acknowledging again and again that it was 
the Lord's blessing alone that had prospered him. Like all the members 
of the Church of God in all ages, he had become "two bands," "a 
company of two armies'' (Cant. vi. 13), "another law in his members, 
warring against the law of his mind" (Rom. vii. 23). His ordinary nature 
(there was nothing grand about Jacob as a man) quailed before Esau, and, 
in a certain sense, rightly EO. The second band-his spiritual faculties
were strong in the Lord, they felt the helping grasp. of the band of 
Omni,potma, they spiritually discerned the spiritual promises of 
Jehovah, and these spiritual faculties were those which lead him to defy 
all threarened evils, for "grace shall reign." Have we become "two 
bands " ? Is there the new nature and the old nature at war within us? 
Does our own experience furnish any easy explanation of the otherwise 
difficult seventh chapter of Romans ? These are important questions. 
When the new nature is given, sooner or later it must, and will, come 
into conflict with the old nature. Be not dismayed when the rude 
shock of battle comee. It indicates spiritual life ! Where this is 
lacking, there is peace of a sort, but it is the awful silence of spiritual 
death. 

ls the conflict between the two bands getting milder, Christian ? 
God grant that we may not be making a covenant with hell. Preserve 
us from a false assurance. Rather let us be in the hottest of spiritual 
conflict, with the promise that the grace of God shall triumph, than be 
lulled to the sleep of death by tranquillity in our souls, for ';hich we 
have no warrant. Bless God if you have become "two bands. ' Pray 
that the old band may be kept under, and that sin may not have 
dominion over you. Indeed, has He not distinctly said, " Sin shall not 
have dominion oYer you"? 
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If these truths find a cheerful and thankful assent in our heart~, we 
will praise Him for the two bands, and pray that though we may have 
conflict with the world, the flesh, and the devil, we may yet realise the 
peace of God, which passeth understanding. FRED. W. KEVAN". 

A SATURDAY NIGHT'S MEDITATIOX. 
1 Co&. iv. -3, 4. 

BY PASTOR w. TROT~IAN. 

THE apostles, and early preachers of God's Word, did not so preach as 
to darken counsel by words without knowledge, but rathPr sought 

to so present truth-the truths of the Gospel-that they might be cle~rly 
seen, and easily understood, by the disciples of their Lord and Master. 
This the apostle shows by reference to the use of the mirror in ancient 
times, which was not to obscure, but to reflect the very image of the 
things shown therein. 

In pursuing this conrl!e, they showed a decided contrast to teachers 
among the Gentiles, and equally so to Rabbinical teaching among the 
nation of the Jews, to which the apostles belonged. Paul wa~, perhaps, 
an exception among his brethren. Having acquired the learning of the 
Hebrews, and also of the Greeks, he was thus qualified to speak and 
write to Jew and Gentile. But he tells us that he and his fellows had 
renounc!ld the methods, both of the fathers among the Jews, and of the 
tea~hers among the Gentiles, both of whom deceived the people, one by 
.their traditions, and the other by vain philosophy, or "science falsely 
so-called," and so led their followers to oppose the Word of God and 
the preaching of the Gospel. We say we have renounced it all-all 
traditions of men, doctrines of devils, as " the hidden things of 
dishonesty," and the practice thereof; as walkin1r in craftiness,-.. and 
handling the Word of God deceitfully. God, by His Spirit, has made 
us to love His Word and to honour it. We cannot, therefore, so 
handle it, by twisting and turning it, that it may suit our carnal purposes, 
and not, as God intends. by the revelation of Himself, that it should 
show forth His glory in the condemnation and destruction of sin, and 
the magnifying of Jesus Christ in our bodies and spirits, by the 
salvation He bath wrought. It is as though we should say our Gospel is 
an open letter to the world of Jews and Gentiles. We have nothing to 
hide, but everything to proclaim. Our mission is, Go ye ii:to all the 
world, preach the Gospel to every creature, teach all nations, lost and 
saved alike. 

The Word so preached will not be received by all. It will be hid 
from some; they are the lost-lost sheep, it may be, of the House of 
Israel, or those" other (lost) sheep'' of the Gentiles, of which Christ 
said," Them also I must bring"; they are all equally lost; and to them, 
both Jew and Gentile, the Gospel is a hidden mystery. The objects 
revealed therein are plain only to him that understandeth, and right only 
to him that seeketh knowledge. The inability of man to receive the 
Gospel of Christ does not lie in its obscurity or mystery. but in the 
darkness and blindness of sin and unbelief, which the apostle sets forth 
as the work of the god of this world of malice and hatred to the glorious 
Gospel, the light in which it shines, and its glorified Author. It is, 
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therefore, to day, as it bas been from the beginning, an upstanding 
fight bet\'\"ixt the agents of the devil, who are employed, darkening the 
world, and blinding the eyes of those which believe not, and the servants 
of Christ and of God, who are lightening and brightening the world by 
the light of the testimony of Jesus, which it is their privilege to give 
forth in the preaching of the Gospel, with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven. This glorious work the apostle ascribes entirely to God, in 
tbe Gth verse, using as a compM"ison the creation of light in the 
beginning by the Word of God. The same God bath shined in our 
hearts to pi1'r light in the new creation as in the old. The one, the 
great light that should' rule 'the day; and the other, Jesus Christ, ,whos~ 
countenance John describes to be "as the sun shineth in his strength." 
So here. "God, who commanded the light to shine out of'darknese," bath 
shined in our hearts to give the light of the glory of God in the face of 
J esu~ Christ; and thil'I treasure we have in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 

You can scarcely believe that the tiny earthen lamp in the picture is 
of much consequence in the darkness of that night, when the 300 men 
followed Gideon, each with his pitcher, lamp, and trumpet. Yet 'it all 
meant. "The sword of the Lord and of Gideon"; it meant the 
confusion and destruction of the Midianites, the Amalekites, and their 
helpers; it meant the deliverance of Israel out of the bondage they were 
in to their enemies, and the sufferings they endured by their tyranny. 
And just so, the seemingly hidden "Light of the world," which is Christ; 
the sound of the trumpet, which is the preached Word; and the· sword 
of the Spirit, which is that very Word itself, means the discomfiture of 
all the foes of Zion, and the present and eternal salvation of a]J His sons 
and daughters, through Christ Jesus, unto the glory of our God· and His 
Father. .Amen. · 

Stonehouse, April 29th, i893. 

THE LATE R. W. DALE, LL.D., ON CALVINISlVL 

DEAR MR. EDITOR,-The following extracts are culled from a sermon .preached 
at Carr's-lane Chapel, Binning-ham, on Sunday, March 25, 1892, and printed for 
the first time in the B1·itish Weekly, of August 15, 1895, and I think they will 
interest the readers of the E. V. & G. H. I can only remind you that in 
France the Protestants, who suffered intollerable cruelties from the Guises, 
and were murdered by thousands in Paris in the massacre of St. Bartholomew's 
E,·e, held the Calvinistic creed. It was ·Calvinism which suddenly raised 
Rolland to the rank of a great European power. ·Calvinism breathed int0 Scot
land a new national life, impressed upon its people some of those national 
characteristics which have enabled them to achieve such remarkable success in 
every province of human industry and adventure, and in every county in which 
they settle. Had Ireland only been Calvinistic, we should have had no Irish 
prohlem. People seem·to forget that Calvinism was the faith of English Pro
testants during the most splendid and glorious periods in the history of English 
Protestantism. The early English reformers, the Protestant martyrs ·under 
Mary, the great Anglican Churchmen, as well as the great Puritans of the age 
of Elizabeth, were Calvinists. The great body of religious men who sustained 
the long Parliameut, and also fought Charles, in the hope of making England a 
really Christian kiugdom, wereCalviuists. The Westminster Assembly adopted 
a stroug Calvinistic confession. 

The great theologians of the Commonwealth times, with one ,exception, 
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were all Cnlvinists. Even Hicharrl Baxter, "who attempter! to find a rnidd!,, 
path between opposing syHtems," was very milch more of a Calvinist than a11 
Armi11ia11. Unhappily, with the decline of CalviniRm, there came a dc•dine of 
religious earnestness, and a snrremler of faith in the divinity r1f our Lord .Jesus 
Christ and His atonement for the sins of men . .N'early all the fire and rlepth of 
Teligious life that remainerl among the dissenters were founrl among those who 
lield fast to Calvinism.· The Pilgrim Fathers who founded the Plymouth r;olony. 
and the Puritans.who founded Massachusetts, were Rtrong Calvinists. 

Calvinism has held too large a place in the religious history of the last thre~ 
hundred years-has achieved too much for the religious life of great nations
has created too deep a loyalty in the hearts of great numbers of able, profound, 
.and learned men, to be treated with scorn am! contempt. Calvinism made me11 
featless of all the political power of the worlrl, it redeemed them, anrl redeemed 
them for ever, from subjection to priests who claimed to be the ministers and 
•channels of eternal salvation. Priestly authority, priestly absolution, thl' 
sacraments which had received priestly consecration-What were all these to the 
man who believed that the decree of God had made his salvation sure? Th1e 
splendour of a great historic Church, the claim of its chief bishop to derive his 
prerogatives and po~ers through a long succession from Peter-these were 
nothing to the man who believed that he-he himself-had been singled out 
from eternity by the infiuite grace of God, destined to be made a son of God and 
to inherit eternal glory; the intervention of Pope or priest was a profane imper
tinence; the penitent and believing s'.ml recefrerl everything direct from God. 
All over Europe, .where Calvinism penetrated and its real genius "·as free t" 
work, it ins.pired fearless resistance to political tyranny and a vehement hatred 
-of priestly pretensions. It was everywhere the friend anrl ally of freerlom 
.against the powers from which in those days freedom had most to fear. The 
doctrine closes with the following remarkable wo1'ds: Calvinism, I repeat. is a 
great creed-false, as I believe, in some of its characteristic articles; but striking 
its roots deep into the relig;ous life of man. It has rendered enorrnoux 
,service to the moral and religious life of Europe and America; anrl though 
many of us may be compelled to surrender 1t, we should often ask what it was 
m Calvinism that made men who held it martyrs and heroes, and should take 
-care that, in rejecting what is no longer credible to us, we do not reject, also, 
conception of G·od and of His relation to mnn, which are indispensable to all 
.the higher forms of Christian power and perfection. D.\VID S}IITH. 

Bilston. 

THE LATE MR. WILLIAM JOYCE. 
"Sleep on, beloved, sleep and take thy rest: 

Lay down thy head upon Thy Saviour's breast: 
We love thee well; but, 

JESUS LOVES THF.E BEST I 
Good night I good night I irood night ! " 

MISS SARAH DOUDNEY. 

"So He giveth His beloved sleep."-Psa. cxxvii. 2. 

·THE sweet sympathy set forth in the above })araphrase of Holy Writ, by one 
-of the kindred of the late venerated Dr. Doudney, is a help to us in introducing 
to our readers the removal from earth to heaven of 

" A BROTHER BELOVED." 

William Joyce, the subject of this sketch, was translated, at a time wheii; 
,as it appears to us, he was in the full vigour of usefulness, both in the 9hurch 
.and his daily avocation. To the devoted family, and the Church at Prondence, 
Highbury, this is a dark clot1d, but (though our vision for a time ~s holden) 
we know there is a silver lining to it, as Cowper, in truthful and tellmg word~, 
:puts it:-

"Behind a· frowning Providence 
He hides a smiling face." 

\Ve can only briefly refer to onr departed brotl,er, as material to work 
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frnrn is limit.C',l, VC't we han, a desire to manifest our esteem for him anrl raiAe 
a litC'rnr~· monun;ent to his memory. 

HIS OR!Grn. 

"'illiam Joyce was born at Hornrlon-on-the-Hill, near Homforrl, Essex. After 
passing the days of chilrlhood, he entered the service of the Great Northern 
Raihrn~· Company, and in his teens, left his natiYe village anrl came t,t 
London. On one oceasion, while passing through the Stmnd, he entered 
Exeter Hall, where Mr. Ryle was preaching (now Bishop Hyle, of Liverpool); 
the word was sent home ; the arrow of conviction entered his heart; he 
hecarne a seeker, anrl pro,·ed the truth of our Saviour's words: "They that 
:-eek shall find." He knew what doubts and fears were, and would often say, . 
.. 0, ,neteherl man that l am," &c. But, withal, God gave him an iutelligent 
mind, cheerful disposition, a kind, true, sympathetic nature, a noble appearance, 
and. abon all. made him a partaker of His free, sovereign, distinguishing 
/!race: for we have heard him say and sing:-

" Grace tanf!'ht my soul to prav, 
And made my eyes o'eril.ow." 

And those who have heard him pour out his soul at the throne of grace are 
well assured of the fact. 

Our brother's movements among the Churches in his earlier days was of a 
contracted character. The late James Wells, the late William Flack, and 

HO~EST WILLIAM LODGE, 

were amongst his ardent admirers as preachers «f tbe pure, simple Gospel of 
Christ. While -attending the -ministry of Mr. Lodg·e, at Cumberland-street, 
Curtain-road, he was baptized by him. 

For the last quarter-of-a-century Mr. Joyce was a member at Providence· 
(then in I;pper-street, now in Highbury-place), where for over 13 years he 
served the office of deacon, and gave out the hymns. 

HIS TRANSLATION. 

The removal of our brother from earth to heaven was very sudden-only 
laid by three days; and on July 30th, in his 63rd year, the summons came, 
'' Come up higher."' He is "Not lost, but g·one before." He will be missea.-.: 

HE IS MISSED-

both by the Church, and his own family circle, where a fond wife and loving 
children will hear his voice no more, as they gather round the family altar; 
but we hope and trust each and all may hear the Saviour's voice "in mercy to 
them speak," a.nd that the consolations of the Gospel may support and 
stren:;then widow and children. 

THE FUNERAL. 

For a number of years Mr. Joyr,e was the representative of the Great 
?\orthern Railway at the Central Meat Market, Smithfield, where he was highly 
reSJlected. The funeral took place at the~ orthern cemetery, New Southgate, on 
Saturday, August 3rd, 1895. The large chapel in the cemetery was quite full 
of sympathising friends, from Providence, Highbury, Mount Zion, Chadwell
street, several gentlemen from the Great Northern Railway, and many of the 
men in deceased's employ; also representatives of the City Police Force, 
stationed in Smithfield, and others from the market. Mr. P. Reynolds 
conducted the solemn service in a most intellectual and pathetic manner, 
occasionally addressing very pointed remarks to some present whom, we 
believe, were not in the habit of attending worship, but who, neYertheless, 
with many others, were moved to tears. At the conclusion of the service in 
tl1e cl1apel, the cortege moved slowly to the grave, the co!Iin being borne by 
1uen from the market who were in deceased's employ, followed by d1e large 
<·oucourse of friends, where the mortal remains of brother William Joyce were, 
solemnly eommitted to the custody of the grave till the resurrection morn, and 
as we looked into the tomb, we could say with Miss Doudney ;-
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"Calm is thy slumber as an infant's sleep ; 
But thou shalt wake no more1,o toil and weep; 
Thine is a perfect rest, secnre ,tnd deep. 

Good night I good night! good night!•· 

Many tokens of respect were demonstrated, hy numermrn wreaths a11rl 
tlowcrs-viz., from the salesmen of the Central Meat Market, the staff i11 
deceased employ, Mr. Mears and police staff, Great N"orthern Ifailway Office, 
Farringclon-street, several kind friends anrl relations, memhers of the 
family, &c., &c. 

The funeral sermon was deliverer! by Mr. Reynolds, at Highhnry, on Sunday 
evening, August 4th, when there was a very large attendance.-J. \V. B. 

THE LATE MR. C. DEEKS, OF HURST HOUSE, BEDFORD. 
HE WI!."!! well known and much esteemed in the counties of Cambs., Hunts., anrl 
Beds. as an acceptahlc preacher of the distinguishing doctrines of divine grace. 
He was born 'ni the county of Suffolk, at Hamstead-place, near Bury ; his 
father died when he was only a few months old. 
· In the providence of God he was moved to reside at Bury. He grew up 
like many more youths (though a Churchman) without any fear of God, "'witlL 
no veneration for God or religion." Though compelled to attend Church, it 
was much against his inclination, and he also had a great animosity to dissent. 
But GDd bad merciful intentions towards him ; he was induced, out of 
curiosity, to go to the Baptist chapel, where the late Mr. C. Elvin so long and 
successfully laboured. 

Previous to this, he felt workings of the divine Spirit in his mind as a 
check to sin. Years before he was brought to feel the power of co11viction for 
sin. On one occasion he was requested to go and count the number of the 
sheep belonging to his grandfather; and as he was leaving them without so
doing, but intended saying he had done so, these words were spoken like a 
voice which greatly alarmed him, "He that telleth lies shall not tarry in His 
sight." 

But years passed away before he felt the burden of sin. One Lord's-day 
morning Mr. Elvin was administering the ordinance of baptism, when one 
female, as sh.e came up out of the water, exclaimed with a loud voice, '· Bless 
the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy uame" (a most 
unusual case). Our young friend was then sitting quietly and carelessly in a 
corner of the pew ; but, as soon as the words were spoken, they came upon 
his conscience like a thunder-bolt; he was greatly alarmed, and he sought 
some secret place where he could weep and give vent to his feelings. The
conviction of sin was deep. He wept and begged for mercy, for the forgi,·e
ness of his sins, for they appeared like mountains for their size. Many times 
he feared he should sink into hell. The sins of his youth were brought to 
remembrance, and for months he was under deep conviction for sin. Mr. Elvin 
preached a sermon from Matt. xxvi. 22, "Lord, is it I?" which produced 
great sorrow for sin and deepened the conviction in his son!. This made him 
anxious to attend the means of grace, and a companion lent him a book, and 
the perusal of it let &ome heavenly light into his mind, and their going together 
in prayer was a great source of help to him. He often retired in secret alone 
to pray, but the devil often appeared to distress him, and he tempted him to 
commit suicide by jumping into a certain pond as he passed, but the Lonl 
mercifully delivered him. 

On one occasion he was reproving a young man on account of his evil ha bits, 
pointing out to him what would become of him, when the thought entered into
his mind, " What will become of me ? " Then the following words were 
applied with great sweetness to his soul, "There remaineth therefore a rest to 
the people of God" (Heb. iv. 9), which has been his life's motto-text and 
comfort in his la!- t days. 

From this time he was led to see the ordinance of believers' baptism, am! 
practise it. After this he was moved to Bungay, whore he began to prea_ch 
the Gospel in the villages, and he continued to do so for many years with, 
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<'11nsidern hie acceptance in the different Chnrchcs. God cvi,\cntly misc,! him 
1111 an<l gnw him seals to his mi.0istry. Residing in Cambridge, he waH able to 
,ern• 1 he• Clmrclws: hnt for some years his health has failc,l, nccessitnting 
him t" keep at h,)me, hnt now the time of his departure has come. He Imel nt. 
1 illlc, frars a b"nt death. hut they were all removed. He had n sweet, calm 
p,•ace of mine! quietly resting in tl:e Lord and longing for His coming tn tnkc 
him t,1 the promised rest. The Inst pnragraph we find in his autobiography is, 
.. ;\lay the God of all gmce he exalted, who, I trust, has made me to differ 
fr"m what I ,nts, and has taken me to possess my promised inheritnnce." He 
passed away on July ~th, aged 80 yems, and was interred in the Riston-road 
l 'emeter_,·. Cambridge; and at the interment very many friends from vnrious 
parts nf the country came to pny their last tribute of lorn and esteem to him 
whom they had so long kno\\·n and loved. J. JuLL. 

Eden Lojge, Cambridge. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

~tti.ct ~aptist 4ttission. 

PRESENTATION OF COLOURS. 
BELOVED READERS,-! want to pre• 

£ent you with a BANNER, Our printer 
will not, I expect, give you its colour, 
which is 

BLOOD RED; 
for it is the Banner of the Cross. On 
this Banner, in letters of gold, I read, 

'' FOR CHRIST'S SAKE." 
Our dear brethren Hutchinson and 

Booth took this Banner with them to 
India.. It was for Christ's sake they 
left their native land, and a large circle 
of loving friends. Already they have 
had their difficulties and trials; but for 
Christ's sake they have bravely borne 
them. Christ is their Saviour, and the 
remembrance of what He has done for 
them fills them with holy longing to 
spread His fa.me abroad. 

Fo1' Christ'• sake let us remember 
them in 

I OUR PRAYERS. 
Not only in secret, but in public, let us 
pray for them. They will have their 
temptations, and doubtless their times 
of depression; especially when the vices 
of heathenism are before them, and 
their conscious inability to cope with 
them constrains them to cry, "And who 
is sufficient for these things?" 

For Christ's sake relieve the Commit• 
tee of anxiety by your 

SYSTEMATIC GIVING. 
We value donations (the larger the 
better), but our financial strength lies 
in our re~ular subscriptions. For 
Cll1'ist's .,ake we ask for volunteers to 
the roll of our subscribers. It will also 
help us if the contents of our Sunday
school boxes are forwarded to our finan
cial secretary quarterly. 

For Clwi.st's sake we ask our readers 
to remember 

THE ANNUAL MEETING 
of the Mission, which will be held at 
"Soho" Chapel, Shaftesbury Avenue, 
on Tuesday, October 22nd. Our brother 
Mr. S. K. Bland will preach in the after
noon. 

We want, not a spasmodic enthusiasm, 
but the manifestation of true heart con
secration. Brethren and sisters, kindly 
accept our Banner. 

R. E. SEARS. 
50, Grove-road, Bow. E. 

THREEFOLD ANNIVERSARY AT 
STOKE ASH, SUFFOLK. 

" HE is faithful who hath promised," is 
the word that comes down to us from 
the good old Book. Yes, though we so 
often doubt Him, we must confess" God 
is faithful." It deserves to be written 
in letters of gold before our eyes, and 
have a warm, fragrant place within the 
tablets of our hearts. He still is a 
prayer-hearing and prayer-answering 
God ; and, like the poet, may we not 
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sing, as individual members of Christ's 
mystic body, or as churches collectivelv 
scattered about in the world : , . . · 

11 A prnyer-hcri.ring-, nnswerjng Goel~ 
Supports ug under every load ! " 

About a month before we celebrated 
our dear pastor's Jubilee, some of us 
thought, as he continued so weak, would 
he be raised, and so be able to attend 
those services 1 Many loving hearts 
prayed on, and God answered, He was 
able to be present on that occasion, and 
oh I since then what rich fe:.sts we have 
had, listening to him in eloquent straine, 
and grand sublime language, telling 
forth the old, old story of Jesus and His 
love. 

Lord's-day, July 28, dawne. It is a 
stormy, wet morning. Some of us 
wonder, when we · get there: Will the 
pastor be prernnt 1 Will he, at his ad
vanced age, venture a three miles' drive 1 
But go we must, as long as we can; for 
King Jesus is sure to be there, if His 
servant is not. Some have 

NO UMBRELLAS, 

some have cold hearts, some domestic 
afflictions; and so the congreg-ation is 
somewhat small in number. But those 
who have braved the weather not only 
have the pleasure of seeing the vener
able pastor present, but of listening to 
two sermons we hope they will never 
forget. Mr, Hill told me he was about 
to preach from the first text he ever 
preached from in his life, Psa. iv. 3, in 
connection with Prn. xxxii. 6. He said 
that at the close of the day he would 
conclude his fifty-third year of work in 
the Master's service in Suffolk, and the 
forty-sixth year of pastoral labour at 
Stoke Ash. Fifty-three years had passed 
away since he first preached from the 
words contained in Psa. iv. 3. Then one 
bitter against Dissent was standing 

OUTSIDE THE COTTAGE 

window listening. ashamed or too proud 
to show himself inside ; there the words 
spoken by the then youthful, but now 
grey-headed, servant of the Lord, were 
sent home with power to the heart of 
the outside listener, and he became a 
witness to the power of godliness, and 
useful member of a Christian Church. 

We do not know how many the Spirit 
of God arrested as Mr. Hill once again 
preached from his first text, but we do 
know on July 28 it was lovely to listen 
as he described to us the meaning of the 
word" GODLY": who they were; how 
so made; their uni versa.I characteristic ; 
the purpose for which they were made, 
and their privileges; with (lastly) one 
word of warning to the wicked. 

FIRST LORD'S-DAY IN AUGUST 

is ushered in, and again nature does not 
look very inviting to those who have far 
to travel. It looks like storms all round, 
but people are more brave to-day; have 

FOUND THEIR UMBRELf,AR, 

or have become so hungry they cann0t 
keep at home; for by half-past ten the 
chapel is well-filled, and service beg-ins 
by heartily singing the hymn: 

"Now begin the henvenly theme, 
Sing alond in Je~n~• name,'' &c-, 

Our pastor is again in his place. It is 
a treble anniversary to him. He was 
baptized on the first Lord's-day in 
August ; commenced preaching first 
Lord's-day in August; and came to Stoke 
Ash first Lord's-day in August. So be 
bas really commenced bis fifty-fourth 
year of labour in the servii;e of Kinµ
Jesus, and forty-seventh year of pastoral 
labour at Stoke Ash. He announces bis 
text: "Having- obtained eternal re
demption for us" (Heh. ix. 12). Amid 
other things in his introductory remarks. 
he tells us that fifty-three years ago 
Bank Holidays were things unknown : 
many social and other changes are con
stantly taking place, but God and His 
Word remained the same. Some eminent 
men had of late years expressed a wish 
that we could go back to the old truths 
loved by our Puritan forefathers. It 
was the adhesion to the g-ood old
fashioned truths of the Bible that made 
the heroes and worthies who used to be 
the supporters of our Suffolk Churches 
inthe days of yore. How giant-like some 
of them looked compared to some of tbe 
puny Christians in the present day. 
God's cause was first with them. 1:'m
brella or no umbrella, they were there 
when the gates of Zion were opened for 
worship ; no wet Sunday kept them 
away. For one thing, the pastor said: 
"I feel this morning devoutly tbankfnl 
that I preach the same sentiments I did 
fifty-three years ago, the sentiments 
contained in your opening hymn of 
praise. 

' REDEEMING LOVE ' 

has been all along- my theme, and shall 
be, if it pleases God to spare my life a 
few more years, months, or weeks. while 
I have strength and can speak for Him. 

'Redeeming, love h:tth been my theme, 
And shall be till I die.' 

I know no other theme. I only know 
the old truths. That is one reason why 
I have chosen the text this morning, 
"Having obtained eternal redemption 
for us." 

1st. We look at what's obtained.
ETERNAL REDEMPTION. 

2nd. How it is obtained : By Christ's 
life, death, resurrection, and 
ascension. 

3rd, Who for? All who want Him, 
and feel their need of Him." 

In the afternoon we had a sermon 
about heaven, from the words contained 
in Heh. ix. 2-t Mr. Hill said: 11) 
Christ is o-one up into heaven, into the 
holy plac; or residence of God, the home 
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of Christ. the inheritance of the saints. 
\21 How? In His humanity, by His 
merit, with His blood. (R) What_ for 1 
To make a way of acceptance, to mter
cede for His people, to send Ris Spirit 
after His loved ones, and to wait and 
welcome them all home. 

Thus, dear Mr. Editor, your Suffolk 
correspondent has tried, as far as words 
will permit, to report to you how Christ 
was extolled, and how God blPssed us 
at Stoke Ash. on Lord's-days, July 28 
and Aug. +. Our hearts are glad as we 
try to thank God for blessings enjC!yed. 
Yet we long- to see many gathered m to 
tell what the Lord has done for their 
souls. "Arise, 0 Lord, send now pros-
.perit~ .•· So prays P. BARRELL. 

Wickham $-keith, Eye, 
Aug. 8, l~~fi. 

WOOD GREE'X. - Park Ridings 
Church celebrated their seventh anni
versarv on Bank Holiday, when pastor 
E. Mitchell preached most acceptably. 
The even in!!' meeting was well attendt;d. 
Brother J. Barmore occupied the chair, 
who gave out the well-known hymn, 
"Come, Thou Fount of every blessing." 
After reading Eph. ii., brother I. R. 
Wakelin sought God's blessing. Brother 
J. Flegg (pastor) gave a short state
ment respecting the work of the past 
vear. He said there was cause for much 
ihankfulness. Progress and prosperity 
attended their work. The Sunday-school, 
Tract Society, and open-air services were 
the things for which God's blessing was 
songht. They were free from_ debt. 
Incidental expenses had been paid, and 
they had a balance in hand. The col
lection was for the Bnilding Fnnd, 
which amounted already to £25, and 
,hey hoped to realise a fnrther £5 from 
the meeting. The chairman, having 
expressed his g-reat pleasure in meeting 
the friends at Wood Green, called 
upon pastor R. E. Sears, who said he 
liked to speak abont the_ Master. ''. He 
lives " - lives in resurrect10n glory, 11 ves 
in heaven. His atoning sacrifice never 
loses its efficacy, because "He lives." 
Brother W. Sinden spoke of anniversary 
beino- understood to mean a review and 
prospect. and took the words in Hebrews, 
"Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to
day and for ever." With reference to 
the 'everlasting love of God, he said that 
he belie,ed brother Flegg's testimony 
had received His blessing, and that it 
had come through the medium of 
everlasting love. Brother Mutimer, of 
Brentford. based his remarks on the 
words "Who is this coming up out 
of th~ wilderness leaning upon her 
Beloved ? " ( 1) Person spoken of. ( 2) 
Place-wilderness. (3) Progress-com
ing up out-out of trials. (4) Posture 
-Leaning "Lean hard upon your 
Beloved." ' Brother Chilvers took the 
words of the Psalmist," My times are in 
Thy hands." Brother J. Parnell dwelt 

on the words," In God is my salvation 
and my glory." The chairman said the 
Master's presence had been realised~ and 
he would go home richer. The collec
tion amounted to £5 12s. 2d., over the 
sum asked for. The meeting conoluded 
by prayer and praise. 

ST. ALBANS (BETHEL).-On Mon
day, Aug. ii, we were favoured with a 
good day. Pastor's first anniversary. 
Mr. G. W. Thomas, of Watford, preached 
two sermons ; in th11 afternoon upon 
Christ the Priest, and in the evening 
upon Christ the Surety. We were much 
cheered by our brother's words, and by 
the numbers of friends who came to 
encourage us, including Mr. John Box 
and a.bout twenty of his school teachers. 
We had a holiday indeed, and gave God 
the praise. We do pray that we may 
have many such happy gatherings. 

YATELEY, HANTS (Z0AR).-On 
Monday, August 5th, the sixty-eighth 
anniversary was celebrated. Two good 
and appropriate sermons were preached 
by Mr. F. C. Holden, of Limehouse. 
The text in the afternoon was from Isa.. 
Ix., and the la~t clause of ver. 16 ; and 
in the evening from Dent. xx:xiii. 19. 
Other ministers were present, and 
assisted in the services. Mr. F. Fells, of 
Hartley Wintney, gave out hymns in the 
afternoon, and Mr. Nash, of Egham, in 
the evening, and Mr. Fells conducted 
the devotional part of the -service. 
Friends were present from Hartley 
Wintney, Waltham Abbey, Aldershot, 
and Swallowfield. The Lord gave us a 
good day, and all the praise shall be 
given to Him. An excellent tea was 
frovided, and deacons Newman and 
ves, together with all the friends, gave 

the visitors a cordial welcome. May 
God bless this little hill of Zion, is the 
prayer of-F. F. 

SAVOURY SERVICES AT CLACTON-
ON-SEA. 

Suca was the nature of the services 
held on the last Sabbath in July, com
memorating the second anniversary of 
this interesting cause of truth. lt be
comes quite familiar to meet with 
kindred friends at the seaside during 
summer season, and on this occasion we 
could truly say, · 

" The fellowship of kindred saints 
Is like to that above." 

We were pleased for the first time to 
meet with our dear brother Mr. F. 0. 
Holden (the eRteemed pastor of Elim, 
Limehouse), who was the preacher this 
year, and of listening to his solid, truth-. 
ful, ;i.nd Aavoury utterances of divine 
truth, which found an echo in many 
hearts. As a few of God's people here, 
we rejoice to speak of His covenant care 
and love, and feel grateful for the pre
sence and support of kind friends who 
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bave visited us, not the least being that 
of meeting with some of our ilear 
brethren in the ministry; for on June 
110th Pastor T. Jones, of Zion, New 
·Cross, took our evening service, antl, 
whilst speaking of the needs of God's 
living family being supplied through 
Christ a.s the appointed means, we felt 
tha.t all fulness centred in that divine 
Person. 

Ma.y the God of all grace richly bless 
-our brother in his new sphere of la.hour, 
a.nd shower blessings upon a.11 our 
·Churohes and revive barren spots in the 
earth, is the prayer of 

PASTOR J. W. MOTSON. 

CLAXTON, NORFOLK.-The a.nni
versa.ry of the Sunday-school was held 
on Lord's-day, August 4th, when Mr. T. 
L. Sapey, the pastor, delivered two 
appropriate discourses and delivered a.n 
.address in the afternoon to scholars, 
teachers, and friends. On Monday, the 
weather being fine, the children were 
-entertained in a. meadow kindly lent by 
Mr. Forder, a.nd at five o'clock returned 
to the chapel where, in conjunction 
with many friends, were served with 
tea. A meeting was held in the even
ing, when addresses were delivered by 
Messrs. Dunham, Fairhurst, and Mus
kett. Mr. Sapey was glad to sa.y there 
ha.d been a.n increase of ten during the 
year. Finance good. Prizes were pre
sented for regular attendance, good 
conduct, ~u. Special hymns were sung 
by the children. On the Sunday morn
ing one from the Bible-class wa.s bap
tized by the pa.a tor. 

CHARSFIELD.-On Lord's-day, July 
28, Sabbath-school anniversary services 
were held, when our a.ged and esteemed 
friend, brother P. B. Woodgate, wa.s 
helped to preach three sermons full of 
Gospel truth. Our congregations were 
fairly good, considering tha.t rain fell 
throughout the day. On the following 
Wednesday the children had theirtrea.t, 
when we were favoured with beautiful 
weather, a.nd the largest gathering of 
friends tha.t we ha.ve had for many years 
to help and encourag-e us from Grundis
bur;Ih, Tt1nstall, Otley, a.nd Ipswich 
(Zoar). Most heartily do we thank 
them, a.nd our covenant-keeping God, 
who ha.s once more fulfilled His pro
mise in our experience wherein it is 
ea.id, "God is in the midst of Zion : God 
shall help her, a.nd that right earl7" 
{Paa. xlvi. 5). At two o'clock, service 
commenced by singing, brother Wood
ira.te presiding a.t both services. Brother 
H. D. Tooke rea.d and prayed. The 
children recited parts of Scripture 
chosen from the life of Ja.cob, after 
which brother Tooke addressed them in 
a very interesting a.nd plea.sing manner 
on," Beware of Doge;" At the olose the 
preaident presented our good friend Mrs. 

King with a. butter-cooler and knife 
(engraved), value £1 Ii.~., a.H a. ema.ll 
token of respect for her continued in
terest she ha.a taken in teaching thP. 
children to sing for fifteen years. The 
evening service commenced by singing 
"Kindred in Christ, for His dea.r sake." 
Brother Dunnett, of Grundisburgh, 
read Paa. xix. and offered prayer. 
Brethren Grimwood. Tooke, Bond, and 
Woodgate gave excellent a.ddreeses to 
children and friends. Collections were 
good. Benediction and prayer brought 
the happy and 9nccessful meetings to a 
close.-A WELL-WISHER. 

GRUNDISBURGH. - With grateful 
hearts we again record the mercy of our 
God towards us in continually blessing 
us with manifestationR of His love, and 
in owning the Word preached here 
from Sabbath to Sabbath by our beloved 
pastor. We have again and again seen 
the promise fulfilled, " Ask and ye shall 
receive." Very earnest have been the 
prayers of the people, and we rejoice 
to-day that the Lord has both heard 
and answered prayer. On the last 
Lord's-day in June we had a good time. 
Our pastor preached a very impressive 
sermon from the words. "What is that 
to thee? follow thou Me." He after
wards baptized seven believers, five 
sisters, two brethren, six of whom have 
joined the Church. We had a large 
congregation to witness, and the Lord 
Himself was present to bless the Word. 
Others have since come forward to 
testify to this. On the last Lord's-day 
in July our pastor was again privileged 
to baptize six sisters. Each have united 
with us in Church fellowship. This is 
an encouragement to us to pray on, 
especially encouraging to our pastor, 
whose labours have been a blessing, 
both in convincing them of their state 
as sinners in the sight of God, and also 
in bringing out the Lord's hidden ones. 
And our desire is that in all things our 
God may be glorified, for He and He 
only can give the blessing.-C. D. 

STRATFORD (GURNEY• ROAD 
SUNDAY. SCHOOL). - Most favourable, 
God-blessing anniversary services were 
held on Sunday and Tuesday, May 19th 
and 21st. The pastor (Mr. E. Marsh) 
and Mr. J. H. Lynn preached en
couraging discourses; also by Mr. H. T. 
Chilvers on the afternoon of Tuesday. 
Good congregations met to!fether on all 
occasion~. The public meetmg, presided 
over by Mr. F. J. Catchpole, was ably 
addressed by all Sunday-school earnest 
Rupporters:-Mr. E. Marsh, Mr. Lynn, 
Mr. Pounds. Mr. Chilvers, and Mr. 
I. R. Wa.kelin. The annual report, both 
financial and statistical, presented by 
the secretary, S. J. Taylor, breathed 
the word " Increase" on every page. 
Xumber of teachers and scholars, with 
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their attendftnces, showed it ; the 
scholars. baptized and received into the 
Church. numbered ~ ; the Bible-classes 
gaw ii as teachera; and the finances 
were completed with a clearing of a £~ 
debt, an,l a balance to the g-ood of 9,. 
Collected by teachers in boxes at home, 
for the Strict Baptist Missionary 
Society. £~ :2s. !ld.; while teachers and 
scholars gave H guineas towards the 
support of their echool. The collections 
on all occasions exceeded previous six 
years, being £14 l:!s. 4:\-d. The singing 
of good pieces were heartily entered 
into by all. thanks to the help of our 
brethren Fereday and Rush. So much 
kindly mercy and showered blessing 
has God bestowed upon us this, the best 
and the 2-!th anniversary, that, gather
ing confidence from the past, we would 
join the poet, when he says:-

•. Fonntrcl let Thy people g-o, 
l-.;racl", G-od will have it so: 
Th0lH!h the pa.t.h be throurh the sea, 
I--raL·L what is that t.o thee? 
He who hids thee pa,ss the wnJ.er.-:. 
,Yil1 he -with His sons :ind daughters.'' 

·• Paul planteth. Apollos watereth; 
but God giveth the increase.•·-s. J. 
TA,L0R. 

KORTHAMPTON.-August 5, found 
it good to gather with the friends at the 
throne of grace in Providence chapel; 
also again on the 7th, when the pastor, 
Mr. ·walker, preached. The Church is 
prospering·. Thank the Lord.-J ABEZ. 

WELLIXGBORO' (KNOX-ROAD). -
August n, Mr. Feazey, of· Leamin!!'ton, 
preached in the afternoon from Dent. 
x=ii. 10. and evening from Psa. cvii. 4, 
i. The word came with power and 
sweetness. There was a good number 
to tea. Mr. Peet and others from Sham
brook, Irthlingboro', and neighbouring 
Churches. It was· good to be there.
J. w. 

IPSWICH. -Profitable and very 
11leasant Eervices were held on August 
4th to commemorate the fourth anni
versary of our beloved pastor's (Mr. 
Bardens) settlement amone-st· us at 
Zoar. Mr. Lam·bonrne, of Warboys, a 
stranger to Ipswich (but who spoke of 
himself as one who had long known and 
loYed our 11astor) preached in the after
noon from Psa. iv. 3, dwelling chiefly 
1.lpon the a.et of God in setting His 
people apart for Himself. Our preacher 
boldly declared those precious truths 
of predestination, election, and effectual 
calling, truths which are so God
honouring and truths we love and hold 
sp dear. A pubHc tea. followed. At the 
evening service Mr. Bardens presided. 
Mr. Marling, of Hadleigh, sought the 
divine blessing. The chairman read 
Psa. xlvi., and, in the course of a few 
cheering- remarks, stated that eleven had 
been added to us during this year, and, 

altogether, about sixty during his pas
torate. Warm-hearted, truthful, and 
inspiring addresses were delivered by 
brethren Haddock (of Oooold)l Ran
son (of Somersham), Marling (or Had
leigh), and Lambourne (of Warboys), 
each expressing their deep attachment 
to our pastor. During the evening 
brethren Howe and Keeble (deacons) 
made a few remarks on the Lord's good
ness to us in sending and still blessing· 
our pastor amongst us. Mr. Bardens, 
briefly thanked all who had taken part, 
not forgetting to render praise to Him 
who had helped him hitherto. Singing 
and the benediction brought this soul• 
refreshing meeting to a close.-H. B. 

IPSWICH (BETHESDA SUNDAY. 
SCHb0L).-We celebrated -our anniver
sa1·y on Lord's-day, July 21st. Many 
dear friends met with us on that occa
sion from distant causes, thus manifest
ing their sympathy for and encourage
ment in the work• of· Sunday-echool 
instruction, which is so necessary and 
important in the day in which we live, 
seeing how manifold are the temptations 
to which our children are exposed. Oh, 
we marvel at the thought that so many 
lack sympathy with those who are 
endeavouring to ca.rry out the exhorta
tion of the Master in those bea.utiful 
words, "Feed My lambs," But we 
thank God there are a few. Our dear 
brother E. White, of Enon, Woolwich, 
was with us, and preached morning and 
evening. In the afternoon some very_ 
touching and· instructive rec:ita.tions 
were given by the sc:holars, which were 
very creditably ·rendered, reflecting 
great credit both to themselves and 
their teacher, Miss Jessie Farrow, who• 
is ever ready to extend a helping hand 
in all things for the good of the school. 
Spec:ial hymns • were sung by the 
scholars, led by our good bJ,"other Oliver 
and Miss Harris. Brother .White then 
gave an address to sc:holars and teachers. 
Very appropriate and enc:ouraging were 
his remarks both in his sermons and 
also the address. God grant they may 
be as bread cast on the waters, to be 
found in days to c:ome. Our collections 
(over £13) were encouraging, c:onsider
ing the heavy showers of rain <l.uri1;1g 
the day, whic:h to some extent inter
fered with the attendance. We thank 
God our sc:hool is prospering. "Not unto 
us, Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name 
be the praise. Amen." TJ;ie school treat 
took place on the following Wednesday. 
By kind permission of Mrs. Cobbold we, 
took our s.cholars to the Grove meadow, 
where a good treat was in store for 
them. Our pastor was with us, and did. 
good service in making the children 
happy, assisted by our good · brother 
White and many friends, including 
Mr. S. Kenney, Mr. H. W. Harris, and 
many others to whom we are very 
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thankful. We are looking forward to 
the time when we hope it will be our 
joy to hear many of our scholars ex
press the solemn lines-

.. He plucked me as a bmnd from hell, 
His loving kindness who can tell ? " 

-JAMES S0ARLETT. 

STONE-LAYING AT AYLESBURY. 
THE projected improvements at the 
Baptist chapel, Walton-street, have at 
last reached a practical stage, and the 
work is proceeding apace, so much so 
that on Thursday ,August 15th, memoriai 
stones were laid, and a pleasant gather
ing together of the friends of the move
ment took place .. Starting with the 
assumption that £600 would suffice to 
carry out the work, our friends niet with 
the usual experience of those who ineddle 
with bricks and mortar in the way of 
building, and found the lowest tender 
came out at £827, This sum, of course, 
will not cov.er all expenses, and they fear 
one of the speakers was not far wrong
when h'e said they were "in for £1,000.'' 
Before the stone-laying, the total amoµnt 
collected and promised was £329 5s. 6d. 

At the afternoon ceremony, after the 
opening hymn and prayer by Mr. W. 
Coombes, pastor Witton explained briefly 
their position, and the reasons for the 
work, after which Mr. T. Glover, of 
Tring, laid . the first stone; one other 
was laid by Mr. J. Barmore, of Homer
ton; one by Miss Smith, on behalf of her 
father, Mr. W. Smith, of Aylesbury; 
and a fourth by Mr. Wild (president of 
the Bucks, Berks, Herts and Oxon , S. B. 
Association). Several bricks were then 
laid by friends to the cause, the net 
result of the afternoon proceedings 
being- £38 lls. 6d. Tea followed in the 
old Wesleyan chapel, where the Sunday 
services are held during the alterations, 
and a public meeting was held in the 
evening at the same place. 

Mr. W. Hazell, M.P., who is ever fore
most in any good work in the town of 
Aylesbury, kindly consented to preside 
over the meeting, and in the course ofa 
characteristic address, said he had often 
wondered, on passing the old chapel, 
when it was tct be brought out nearer the 
front, and follow the lead of all the other 
chapels in the town. He was glad to 
see that the time had now come, especi
ally as he believed it was but the out
ward and visible sign of spiritual life 
within. In kindly words he spoke of 
the " family" feeling engendered in such 
small causes, and compared them favour
ably with the larger Churches, where one 
too often felt lost in the crowd and 
learned nothing of the hallowed associa
tions surrounding the smaller commu
nities. Messrs. J. Barmore, D. A. Davies, 
H. J. Lester, J. Read, J. Turner, H. 
Chapman, W. A. Chapman, and the 
pastor were also on the p!atform, and 
took part during the evening. Hymn-

sheet No. fi was used throughout thi, 
day. and " Blest be the tie that binds." 
was a suitable close to a successful meet
ing. 

On the prev10us Monday evening at 
the prayer-meeting the petition went up 
that the Lord would send £,-;r1 on the 
Thursday, and this fact came out at the 
meeting after the collection had been 
made. On the proceeds of the collection 
being counted and added to the result of 
the afternoon's ceremony, it was found 
to be but a few shillings short of the 
sum required. 

Willing hands were held up to supply 
this deficiency, with the result that £5() 
8s. I ½d. was chronicled as the total out
come, making in all £~79 1:~s. ,½d. The 
balance is a large one for a small cause 
to raise. but many prayers are being 
offered that the building may be opened 
free from debt, and who shall say that 
these prayers shall not be answered also I 
Reader, will you help to answer these 
prayers by sending a docation ? Remem
ber the Lord work, by means, and it is 
from His stewards the money must be 
forthcoming. 

SALE OF WORK AT TO~~I~G
STREET BAPTIST CHAPEL, 

LOWESTOFT 
LATELY there has been a healthy reaction 
at the little Baptist chapel in Tonning
street. It was not long since that it 
Peemed nothing could be done to alter 
the evil e,tate on which it had fallen. 
But Mr. D. Bennett, B.A.. came 
along, and under his pastoTate a great 
change has taken place. The services 
are well-attended, and the Sunday-school 
has a good number of children. But the 
chapel needs a good deal of work to make 
it what may be termed comfortable, and 
with the intention of raising the where
withal for this purpose, a sale of work 
was held in a tent on the vacant piece of 
land on the esplanade on Thursday and 
Friday, August 15, Hi. Members of the 
congregation and other friends exerted 
themselves, and as a result the some half· 
dozen stalls were laden with a wealth of 
useful and fancy articles, those having 
charge being Mrs. Welham, Miss Golder, 
Miss Hammond, Mrs. Bennett. Miss 
Weaver, Mrs. Buckeridge, Mrs. Weaver. 
Miss Stocker, and Miss Rawlings. A re
freshment stall was in the hands of Mrs. 
Large, and Mr. Banham superintended a 
hard ware stall. 

The opening was performed by the 
Mayor (Alderman Jefferies) at 3 o'clock 
on Thursday, in the presence of a fairly 
g·ood gathering, which included Mr 
L. H. Colls (pastor of the Bec~les Bap
tists), Mr. S. B. Driver, l\Ir. J. M. 
Hamilton. Mr. A. H. Large, &c., with the 
Rev. D. Bennett. 

Prior to the opening, pastor Bennett 
briefly stated the objects of the sale. The 
chapel had-see,n bad days, he sai,l, it had 
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got into decay, and there were many 
things t,hat were necessary to be done. 
In fact, it would be very easy to spend 
£8\\11 upon the place. The Town Council 
had g·iven them permission to enclose 
their chapel. and had practically given 
them back the ground which they pur
cha8ed, but which, through neglect. 
they had failed to enclose. It was now 
proposed to put a wall and rails round, 
and thus make the chapel attractive. 

The Mayor, who expressed his entire 
sympathy with the movement, made 
some humorous reference to bazaars and 
sales of work. Their cause was small, it 
was true.but there wae the greater room 
for growth and improvement. His feel
ings went with them, because his grand
father was the pastor of a similar cause 
in the county of Suffolk. He rejoiced 
to see the change that had taken place. 
For many years the chapel was in a god
forsaken state, but under their friend, 
Mr. Bennett, an alteration for good had 
taken place. He declared the sale of 
wo~k open. and wished it every success. 
(Applause.) 

A hearty vote of thanks to his Worship 
was proposed by the Mr. J. M. Hamil
ton. seconded by Mr. A.. H. Large, and 
this having been heartily accorded, and 
response made, business proceeded.
Lo11·,extoft J,mrnal. 

A YO'C'XG DAMSEL'S DILIGENT 
DESIRE. 

0 SAYJO,·R. I would follow Thee
More like Thyself I long to be-
Thy footsteps mark, dear Son of God, 
To tread in them as Thou bast trod. 
Help 111e the power of sin to break, 
And of Thy life a study make: 
Lose sight of self in thoughts of Thee, 
A.nd thus a faithful follower be. 
When by temptation sorely tried. 
Keep me. dear Saviour, by Thy side; 
0 may I feel Thy Joying aid! 
Tben I shall never be afraid. 
Should trouble come, firm may I stand, 
li.e11t 11y Thine all-sustaining hand: 
\Yatch'd and protected, Lord, by Thee, 
I neYel' ean confounded be. 
Bid dou11ts and unbelief depart 
Away from this my sinful heart; 
0 let me from them all be free, 
And eYer put my trust in Thee! 
Then, when my life on earth is done 
And I shall hear Thee call me home, 
Gmnt then tllat deat,h I may not fear, 
But Jed. dear Lord, that Thou art near. 
Joinec! with the ransomed throng above, 
To sing of Thy redeeming loYe, 
Thy- hea uties see, Thy glory share, 
The glorious crown of life to wear. 

A. M. RL'MSEY. 
KoYemher, 1884. 

REMARKABLE SERVICE IN A 
PROTESTANT CHURCH. 

A MOST remarkable service was held 
yesterday morning, St. Mary Magda
lene'e Day, at the Church of that 
dedication in Munster-s4.uare. Probably 

few high celebrations have ever been so 
gorgeous, and the minute details of 
ritual so elaborate. There was a wealth 
of flowers on the altar and the chancel 
screen, and besides the celebrant deacon 
and sub-deacon in Eucharistic vest
ments there were ten priests in copes 
in the procession, which perambulated 
the Churoh during the singing of the 
hymns, " Sing we now the praise of 
Mary," and "Weep not, Mary, weep no 
longer." Incense was freely used, the 
epistle was sung from the chancel steps, 
and the gospel, for which there was 
a special procession, was sung from 
beneath the pulpit. Canon Thynne, 
who was the preacher, gave an able 
sermon on St. Mary Magdalene's con
version, sorrow, and joy, which was 
preceded by a remarkable version of 
the Bidding Prayer, which after naming 
the Queen, "our lords and fathers, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Bishop of London," ignored Parliament 
and the universities, but prayed for 
clergy and laity guilds, parish schools, 
and scholar,, and for the repose of the 
souls of the first two vicars of the 
Church-Mr. Stuart and Mr. Ponsonby 
-and all patrons and benefactors of 
the Church gone before. - Daily 
Ck,·onicle, July 23rd, 1895. 

[These are the people, in connection 
with other sections of the Establish
ment and the Pope, who are trying 
to get entire command of the 
School Board and education of the 
rising race.. British School Board 
electors, Beware !-J. W. B.] 

IS NOT THIS A. BRAND PLUCKED 
OUT OF THE FIRE? 

WILLIAM HOLDEN, although blest with 
a godly mother, and was strictly moral, 
knew nothing of his real state as a sin
ner in the sight of God until about 
three months. before his death, being 
stricken down by an internal complaint 
which caused him to bring up a qua~
tity of blood. Soon after he took to his 
bed he told his dear mother that his 
sins appeared like a great mountain, 
which he feared would sink him to hell. 
He expressed a wish to see the writer, 
having known the family many years. 
When I went to his bedside and asked 
him how he was, he held up his hand 
and said, "Oh, my sins, they hang over 
me like a cloud, and I am afraid they 
will sink me to hell." I endeavoured 
to point him to the only way of salva• 
tion, and quoted many texts of Scripture 
suitable to his case. He listened eagerly 
to all I said. After pleading for him at 
the throne of grace, I left him, He 
begged of me to come again soon. I 
promised him I would. When I had 
gone he told hh mother I had expressed 
Just what he experienced, and a great 
load was taken off his mind, 

I When I saw him again he told me he 
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had been tempted to believe he was too 
great a sinner to be saved. I read to 
him from the Word of God, and told 
him of some of the great sinners God 
had saved. I again prayed with him. 
He told me with tears in his eyes how 
greatly he felt comforted. I saw him 
frequently to the time of his death. 
Each time I found him more composed. 
He told his dear mother he did not 
want to get better to be mixed up again 
with an ungodly world. He loved the 
Bible. His dear sister has often ( when 
outside his door) heard him begging for 
mercy to be bestowed on a poor helpless 
sinner, as he felt himself to be. At one 
time he said, " Mother, Jesus died for 
sinners: 

WHAT A MERCY! " 

Once, seejng his mother in tears, he 
,said, "Don't fret, mother ; the Lord 
will provide for you aB He always has 
done," knowing that He had been her 
principle support for some years. 

The last few days of his life he was 
much in prayer, begging of the dear 
Lord to come and take him, having the 
sweet assurance that his . sins were 
forgiven him, for Jesu's sake. 

His mother and sister were sitting by 
his bedside not long before he died 
Hstening to catch what he said, when 
he quoted these lines-

" Jesus sought me·when a stranger 
Wandering from the fold of God." 

His strength being gone, his mother 
finished the verse, at which he was 
much pleased. 

Many other things could be said, but 
I fear to take up too much of your room, 
so will come to his last day on earth.. 

About seven o'clock in the morning 
he said to his mother that." he could see 
Jesus coming for him," and, as he put 
out his arms, he said, "Take me, Lord, 
take me now," and kept asking, "How 
long, Lord Jesus? how much longer?" 

He expressed a wish to see me once 
more. His sister came for me. I found 
him very low ; he could not talk much, 
but said that he was not afraid to die, 
and was longing for his dear Lord to 
come and take him to Himself, which 
He did soon after. His end was peace, 
and I have no doubt that his happy 
soul is now in glor7 with the Lord. 
He often said, when was leaving him, 
". I don't know how to thank you enough 
for the use you have been made to me." 
I always replied, "Thank the Lord; He 
has done it all." 

During his illness Mr. Blackman, 
senior, a deacon of Lynton-road Chapel, 
where his mother is a member, fre
quently visited him, and can testify to 
the reality of the change wrought in 
him. 

We laid his mortal remains to rest in 
Tooting Cemetery on July 23rd, 1895, in 
the 2!lth year of his age. The writer had 

the solemn pleasure of saying a few 
words at the grave to the praise of Him 
who had wrought such a glorious 
change in the departed. 

W. STRINGER 

A LESSON LEARNED ON A 
MOGNTAIN. 

How much can be seen and learnt from 
a mountain top! Some time ago I 
ascended one not far from the beautiful 
city of Vienna; we went up part of the 
way by train, and each turn in the line 
opened a fresh scene of beauty. When 
at the summit. the large towns, and 
Vienna itself, could only just be dis
cerned in the distance; while the mighty 
Danube appeared as a ribbon only, 
stretched for some miles ; everything 
that was looked upon as so large and 
beautiful when near them, now seemed 
to be small and quite insignificant from 
the great height that we now viewed 
them. 

This is exactly as it is spiritually. 
When we are in the world, its pleasures, 
its charms, and even its follies, appear 
so great and wonderful ; and it is not 
until we are lifted by God"s grace up
wards from earth that we see these 
things of time to be but bubbles. How 
strange that. vain man should pride 
himself on his :l.nnghill home, and 
prefer it to the delig-htful fresh air of 
the mountain of God's love. Bnt so it 
is until changed by God. Reader, which 
do you prefer ?-H.J. WrLE)Ll.N 

PAST AND PASSING ET"ENTS, etc. 
AUGUST is generally a quiet month for 
special services in our London Churches. 
We have heard of one building--not a 
Strict Baptist Church, certainly not
in the West Central district, closing for 
three months during'' the season." .... 

Onr authority for theabovestatement 
is indisputable; it came from a Christian 
brother whose word and repntation 
stand A 1 in the Church. 

• * • "Perhaps it would be of little matter 
if it were closed altogether," replied a 
stalwart defender of "the faith once 
delivered to the saints." 

"'" ~· 

During "the sea:on." The soul that 
hungers and thirsts after spiritual food, 
feels the need·of "the season•· every ,iav 
in the year. Starchy, stoical '"sermons"(!) 
on social schemes and political points 
are of no use to seeking souls. •.,~ 

God save England, and preserve unto 
her her civil and religious liberties, is 
our earnest prayer: but, if God has 
handed over the professing Church to the 
power of Satan for a time, as He did Job, 
may He give us gr:c: to say, 

As ,Job said, "Th;Lordgave. the Lont 
hath taken away, blessed be the name of 
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the Lora:· for it is difficult under these 
circumstances to sing, 

"' Whnt chc>-erin£ words :tre these! 
Their sweefne~s who oa.n tell?'" 

• • 
,Ye are sorry to •ha Ye to defer our 

brother Ran son's portrait and sketch for 
another month: it has been in type some 
months now. October certain. 

• * 
"·e are tha.nkfni to the Lord for 

making our good brother so useful at 
P.omersha.m; the Lord bless him and His 
ea use there, is our earnest desire. 

• * 
The infant Ch*urch "Rehoboth," 

Clarendon Hall, Clarendon-street,, Lake
road, Portsmouth, has been much encou
raged by visitors this sea.son. [Seeadvt.] 

* * 
Old Mr. Hodge says, "I strongly object 

to persons partaking of the elements at 
Lora·s Snpper with gloved hands." So 
do we, my fellow-countryman and Chris
tian cousin: we have often referred to it; 
but. perhaps, it will do no harm in again 
noticing the fact. We think, to a great 
extent. it is want of thought 

That leads peop;{ to take the bread 
without removing the glove; we are sure 
in many cases a reminder only is neces
sary. A word to the wise ought to be 
enough. 

* * * Our readers will observe with pleasure 
the record of events on July 28, and 

.Augnst 4, at Stoke Ash. 
Thanks to our busy little Suffolk cor· 
respondent. We expect" P. B." will be 
running up to the big metropolis some 
da.y. 

~ * 
"Have you been for your holiday?" 

" When are you going ? " 
~• \\here are yon going ? '' 

The late William Flack said some few 
years a.go, in reference to" going out:" 

"You often hear"p:rsons argue about 
the beautiful scenery, healthfulness of 
the situation, good water, excellent 
dri,es, nice boating,&c., but how seldom 
is the 4 uestion asked, 
IS THE GOSPEL PREACHED THY.RE 1" 

* • 
John Taylor, se"n., 29, Park-street, 

Borough, is gradually getting better; he 
can use his right arm a little, and is able 
to sit up. He says, " I am not half 
grateful enough to God for His good
ness." He also said : 

* * 
' My dear old pa.st~r, Mr. J. L. Meares, 

has been to see me; we had some nice 
talk together." He (Mr. Meeres) keeps 
a.bout as usual; he has entered on his 85th 
year. 

* * 
During the a.bse:10e of pastor E. 

Mitchell, who is seeking a little rest, 
pastors Josiah Morling, Hig-h Wycombe, 

and E. White, Woolwich, preached on 
the Lord's-days, and brethren E. Marsh, 
Oliver, and others on Thursdays. 

• * 
* A good brother, deacon of one of the 

oldest established causes of truth in the 
metropolis, asked, "What books or litera
ture would you advise young people to 
read? Well, our reply in the first place is 

• * 
* The EA.RTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL 

HERALD, because it al wo.ys has an excel
lent article, written in a plain, simple, 
common-sense way especially for the 
young, by one who is well acquainted 
with the requirements of the rising race, 
and has an experimental knowledge of 
the Word of God, and is a partaker of 
grace. 

* .. 
* The first article also, by pastor E. 

Mitchell, is so clear that, while it cons 
ta.ins food for the sheep, the lambs in 
Christ's fold can comprehend its teach
ing. 

* * 
We can also r:commend Cheer-ing 

Word.•,the Little Gleanei·, Old Jonathan, 
and the Sower. These are publications 
of many years' standing, free from Ful
lerism, Duty-faith, and other errors; 
always bright and cheerful with illus
trations. 

* * . 
A FEW THINGS . ..::'." Zion," High Wy

combe, has been re-opened after repairs 
and renovation. Surrey Tabernacle to 
be re-opened Sept. 1, after renovation, 
&c. Mr. Winch, of Providence, High
bury, has just concluded a three months' 
invite at Zion, Chatteris, with a view. 
Glad tidings from Cambridge, '.' four 
waiting for baptism", it was a thorough 
good day at '' Eden" on August 4. 
Brother j ohnAndrews,although leaving 
Waldringfield, will be open to supply; 
his address is on the cover. The health 
of brother Grimwood is still improving 
at Margate, and he is able to fill his 
engagements at Mount Ephraim. 

THE AGED PILGRIMS' CORNER. 
THE Aged Pilgrims at Hornsey-rise 
were greatly cheered on Saturday even
ing, Aug, 17, by the presence of so 
many excellent pa}r~ns of the Institute. 

On this occasior:' Mr. John Hodges 
presided at the usual prayer-meeting, 
and Mr. Josiah Morling, of High 
Wycombe, gave an address; and one of 
the inmates said, "We had a grand 
Gospel discourse." .. • 

• • Among those who took part were our 
venerable friend Mr. George Sawyer, of 
Chadwell-street, and Mr. Sharp, as well 
as other well-known friends. • • • Perhaps it is not generally known 
that there is a prayer-meeting held at 
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the Homsey-rise Asylum every Satur
day evening, at half-past six. 

* * 
The asylum is pl:asantly situate, and 

can easily be reached either from Cam
den Town; Highbury, or Moorgate
street, by tram or 'bus, 

* * 
A prayer-meeting is also held in the 

chapel of the Camberwell Asylum, 
Seymour-place, Southampton-street, 
easily reached by 'bus or tram, at same 
time. Friends are cordially welcomed 
at either place. 

Q"Q 

It is quite a plea.sure to the inmates 
to see visitors and rehearse with them 
the lovingkindness of the Lord-

"To talk of all He did and said, 
And suffered for us here below; 

The path He marked for us to tread, 
And what He's doing for us now.'' 

.. ,,Q 
If some of our young friends who 

have a Saturday half-holiday were to 
give an occasional visit to these excellent 
places, we feel sure an additional 
interest would be created, producing 
spiritual and, perhaps, financial results. 

l!htrriitgt.s. 
GOLLMICK-DOUDNEY. - July 27, at 

St. Helen's, Hastings, by the Rev. D. A. 
Doudney, father of the bride, assi_sted 
by the Rev. C. E. Doudney, brother of 
the bride, and the Rev. H. C. L. Tindall, 
Victor George Gollmick, son of the late 
A. Gollmick, of Frankfort. to Edith 
Mary (Nidd), eldest daughter of the 
Rev. D. A. Doudney, rector of St. 
Helen's, Hastings.-City Pre.fs. 

KIDMAN-ELNAUGB.-On Aug. 17,at 
Mount Zion, Hill-street, Dorset0square, 
by Mr. E. Marsh,of Gurney-road, assisted 
by Mr. Charles Wilson, George Charles 
Kidman (leader of singing at Mount 
Zion), to Edith Ann, eldest daughter of 
Mr. George Elna.ugh, of No. 1, Lisson
grove. The presents (all of a useful 
character) numbered nearly 100. 

In ftltmotiitm. 
MENDLESHAM MOURN THE LOSS 

OF FOUR MEMBERS. 
WE are constantly being reminded "1:his 
is not our rest." The-Lord keeps takmg 
one and.another from our ranks. We 
mourn the loss of three of our members, 
who have· recently been called home, the 
first of them being our sister 

MRS. W. DAVEY, 
who died November 3, 189-!, aged 38 years. 
She was a ,1niet living witness to the 
power of God; her death was sudden, but 
for her it was "sudden glory." She said 
to her husband just before she died, 

"I AM GOING TO GLORY." 
Rhe leaves two girls to mourn their loss; 

one is about fifteen, the other only five 
years old. These do in a special way 
need a mother to couneel and care for 
them, but may the Lord Himself be their 
Guide, Counsellor, and Friend. The next 
is our brother 

!\JR. ,JOHN FINBOW, 

who died May 20, 1895.aged Ii-! years. He 
was one of the oldest members of this 
Church, and stood by the Church here 
through" weal and woe." He was a real 
standard-bearer. and a father indeed in 
the Church; I am sure it may be said, 
that he was never absent from the cause 
of God when the doors were open, unless 
prevented by affliction, or something 
else over which he had no control. How 
heueed to long for the little prayer-meet
ings! they were to him seasons of joy 
indeed, but prayer is exchanged for 
praise . 

WE MISS HIM TERRIBLY. 
He was greatly exercised at times con
cerning his own intere~t in Jesus. But 
there were times when he was so blest 
with a sense of God's great love to him, 
that it seemed more than he could bear. 
Only a few hours before his death, he 
was so enraptured that he called for a 
dear sister, that he might tell her of the 
great joy he felt, that nothing was too 
much for him tn bear, and that he felt 
perfectly resigned to the Lord's will. 

Now the next was our brother 
l!R. W. ARBON, 

who died June 28, 1895, aged -!S years. 
He was the leader of the singing here 
for many years. The chapel did not 
seem like home when we first missed the 
well-known deep voice from the gallery. 
His affliction has been long and painful. 
but he has been graciously blest with 
a patient submissive spirit through 
it all. The last few weeks were spent in 
great 'pain and weakness; he was unable 
to lie down for some time previous to his 
death, his constant prayer was "to be 
kept patient till his change -should 
come." A short time before he died. he 
said, "All is well,'' and sung. 

" I'll spcttk the honours or Thy name 
With my last laboming breath. 

And, dying, elnspThee in my arm5, 
The antidote of death.'" 

Mr. Arbon leaves a mother, a widow, 
and two sons to mourn their great loss, 

The fourth called home is brother 
JORN LOCKWOOD. 

He peacefully passed away on Monday, 
July 15, at the ripe ai::-e of SI years. He 
was for m!'ny years an honourable 
member of the Church at Mendlesham: 
a regular attendant and good supporter 
of the cause as long as he had the means 
to do it. Oh that others might bA 
brought in to fill the vacant places '. 
Brethren, pray for us.-L. SCARFE A:S-D 
H, T.HART. 
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ALMOST A CENTEN'ARIAX. 
,ToNATHA~ WELLS was the oldest 

man in the borough of Southend ; he 
passed away Sept. 21. 1~9+. Had he 
lived till Sept. 29 he would have entered 
on his lill1t.h year. having been born on 
Michaelmas Day. 1795. Mr. Wells, 
throug·hout his career, had been in 
humble circumstances, living a life of 
great laboriousness and some privation 
until he reached his 70th year. For 
over 72 years he was a Particular Bap
tist. not only by name but with strict
ness, letting his daily life and conversa
tion bear evidence to the in ward change 
which had been worked in him so long 
as 72 years ago. In an interview which 
a representative of this paper had with 
the old gentleman on the first day of 
last year. it will perhaps be remembered 
that deceased spoke in terms of great 
affection of the ministry of the late 
l\1r. Pilkington. of Rayleigh, whose 
memory some twenty or thirty years 
ago was 'l'ery fragrant with elderly 
Baptists. Mr. \Yells bore testimony that 
Mr. Pilkington was a very strict man in 
the ordinances of God's house. Deceased 
himself was baptized in the sea at 
Southend beach. and in the interview 
above spoken of he defended it as beinl!' 
•· a good place. and nice and clean," 
aciding, '· If I had to be bapthed again I 
should prefer the sea.'' A lay preacher 
by the name of Whitmore, of Bnrnham, 
assisted at the baptism, and he remarked 
that "he knew Wells was baptized. be
cause a large wave came up and rolled 
all over him:· Mr. Wells had a very 
dim recollection of the news coming of 
the naval battle of Trafalg-ar, but could 
remember quite distinctly about Water
loo, stating there were" snch rejoicings 
evervwhere by everybody''; and then 
he added : "After the war the soldiers 
were disbanded and spread all over the 
conntry with their wives, not makinl!' 
things much better for the labourers." 
)eceasedhadalivelyremembranceofthe 
· press-gang,'' re'l'enue cutters coming 
up to Can vey Island many times," when 
the young men would hide themselves, 
being afraid of being pressed." Deceased 
himself was the possessor of a peter 
boat, bought by his father as protection 
for him. 

Deceased had eaten regularly until 
the last fortnight. when he seemed to 
catch a cold. a cough supervened, and 
he gradually sank. During 1893 he was 
particularlyhale,but since last January 
he had only been downstairs twice. 
The old gentleman retained his faculties 
to the very last, and passed away so 
qu.ietlythat hisdaug-hter, who is herself 
an aged woman. did not know that he 
was gone. Almost his last observation 
was to a friend on the night before he 
died : "If we never meet again on earth, 
we hope to meet in the bright world 
above, where we will cast our crowns at 
the dear Saviour's feet. and crown Him 

Lord of all, for He is worthy.'' After 
that little further was said by the old 
gentleman, who, though a poor man, 
was well known in the district for his 
great piety, and about whom the testi
mony of his daughter is: "I don't re
member the day when I did not wish I 
was like my father for his goodness." 
The eldest living son, Mr. George Wells, 
is 75 years of age, and deceased leaves 
six sons, daughters, and step-daughters, 
eleven grandchildren, and twenty-four 
great-grandchildren. . 

The funeral took place at Prittlewell 
Church on Wednesday, Oct. 3, the re
mains being deposited in a brick grave, 
Mr. J. Chandler, his pastor, officiating 
on the occasion, It was the largest 
funeral procession ever recollected in 
Southend and Prittlewell, many shops 
being closed, and numerous tradespeople 
and mhabitants following. Our brother 
H. D. Mobbs says: "He was indeed a 
good man, and it may be truly said of 
him, ' He walked with God.' Mr. 
Chandler preached his funeral sermon 
on the Sunday following: 'The memory 
of the j nst is blessed ! "' 

BRADFIELD-ST.-G EORG E, 
SUFFOLK. 

DEATH has removed from us two aged 
and much-respected and loved brother 
and sister, MRS. MYMEA BARKER, in 
her 90th year, an inmate of the Alms
houses, Rougham, built by Mr. James 
Stiff, of London. Our sister was well 
grounded in the Gospel of free and 
sovereign grace. In the beginning of 
her Christian life, this was the founda
tion upon which her faith was fixed; 
and, under the ministry of the late 
Philip Dickerson and John Norris. and 
others contemporaneous with them, 
the blessed truth that the soul's accept
ance with God must be all of grace was. 
in her experience, fastened as a nail in a 
sure place. A few days before she died 
she said, '' I have been having com
munion with death, and I am not afraid 
to die." She gave the writer her old, 
well-worn Bible, saying," You will find 
verses marked to give you texts for 
years." We committed her body to the 
grave, in the Churchyard, Roull'ham, on 
the 18th of June, under the Bunal Laws' 
Amendment Act. Mrs. Barker was not 
a member with us, but the cause of God 
laid very near her heart. 

The other, our beloved brother, 
ROBERT HUNT, who for ma.ny years 
has been a member with us, one who 
loved the service of the Lord's house, 
and a good hearer. Nothing would do 
for our brother in preaching that did 
not lay the sinner low, and exalted the 
Lord Jesus and His work, in becoming 
the sinner's Substitute. Redeeming 
love, redeeming grace, redeeming blood, 
and the enjoyment of them by the 
Spirit's power, was the Gospel Robert 
Hunt loved. Many a warm shake of 
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the hand has the writer had from him. 
He was one of the few who attended 
the early prayer-meeting on a Sunday 
morning. During the 1R years of my 
ministry he was never absent, when 
health permitted him to come. In his 
last illness he very much enjoyed our 
visits to him. It was very near the 
heavenly home to be with him. He 
passed away to the home of the Father's 
house on Thursday, July 25th, 1895. 
R obe1·t Hunt, thy home at length is reached, 
0 'er all thy fears the victory is complete, 
B y faith in sovereign grace, 
E ternal and redeeming love, 
Rich in the abounding mercy of our God, 
Through Jesus Christ, the Lamb once slain. 
Here on earth it was thy hope, thy trust, thy 
Unto Him now for aye and aye to sing, [love, 
Nothing but a sinner saved b;v grace, 
T hrough Jesus Christ, heaven seternal King. 

W. D. 
ALMOST A CENTENARIAN. 

CATHERINE MATILDA BASSETT.-The 
subject of this brief memoir was born 
in London, June 2nd, 1797. Deprived 
of parents when quite young, she was 
brought up by an uncle, who was clerk 
of the Church on Tower-hill, afterwards 
becoming servant to a family residing 
in Gracechurch-street, who attended the 
ministry of Dr. Rippon. Removing into 
Essex, she was the subject of deep con
viction of sin for a long time. Being 
directed by the providence of God to 
Chatham, our sister was led to attend 
Zion Chapel, then under the pastoral 
care of Mr. W. G. Lewis, where she 
received encouragement to hope in God, 
but was by the Holy Spirit fully set at 
liberty in her own house by the words, 
"l have chosen you out of the world" 
(John xv. 19). The words of Isa. 
xl. 29 were also a great comfort to her. 
Hi~hly prizing, and being much blessed 
unaer the preaching of the above, she 
was, with many others, baptized by him 
on Lord's-day, December 2nd, 1828, 
remaining (with her husband) in mem
bership there till after Mr. Lewis's 
removal to Cheltenham, in 1842. The 
Church at Enon being soon after 
formed, they both beoame members of 
the same ; her beloved partner falling 
asleep in Jesus, September, 1872, 

Since that time, our dear sister ha~ 
paesed "through much tribulation," 
but has been a living witness of her 
Heavenly Father's providing and 
sustaining hand, and was muoh 
favoured with sweet communion with 
her dear Redeemer, giving joyful 
expression to many precious portions 
of Scripture and hymns of praise. 
"Ohl do sing that verse," she exclaimed 
on one occasion, 
11 All over glorion~ is my Lord, 

Must be belov, ,\, and yet adored; 
His worth, ii all the nations knew, 
Sure the whole earth would love Him too." 

On a friend asking her, "What do you 
think the first sight of Jesus will be 

in heaven?" she raised both han,ls, 
exclaiming, with fervour, "Oh, the 
glory I the glory! the glory 1" 

She was very constant in her attend
ance on the means of grace while 
health enabled, but repeatlld attacks of 
bronchitis weakened her once vigorous 
constitution, and confined her to her 
room, where she had many happy 
seasons in ponderin{s\' the Word of God, 
although it was a trial in not being able 
to attend the sanctuary. 

The appointed time came, and the 
Lord took her to Himself, after repeated 
longings to be at home, in the 99th year 
of her age, where the inhabitant says 
not, •· I am sick." 

Our dear brother, J. Casse, senr., 
one of her oldest friends and fellow
members, committed her remains to 
the earth, "In sure and certain hope·• 
of a " joyful resurrection to eternal 
life." 

At the close of the Sabbath evening-'s 
service, hymn. '' Our sister has g·ained 
her release·• (Denham'sl. was sung·, after 
suitable reference had been made to the 
event. 

EMM..I. RIDDLE, who had been ailing 
all the year, passed into rest, August 
1st, 1895, For some time prior to her 
decease she bad been dark in her mind. 
but rested on the promise given her, 
"At eventide it shall be light." And 
on Sunday, July 28th, she, at ± a.m., 
broke out with, "The Sabbath's 
begun. The glorious Sabbath with 
no end. He's better than His word. 
for He has come at daybreak. not even
tide." She then sang, "Praise ve the 
Lord," &o., foor times; then, .. O'er the 
gloomy hills," &o. She said, "X ow I'm 
crossing the river. Never mind crossing 
the river like I did. I'll pass the river 
telling the triumphs of my King." 
"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness;· 
&o., was very sweet to her : also she 
sang, '' On wings of faith.'' &o. (501, 
Denham's), to "Inheritance." When 
father was weeping by her side, she 
said, "Don't mourn, dad. Rej oioe ! " 
And, turning to the girls. she said. 
"Mind you all take oar& to come." 
After this Sunday, whenever asked if 
she was happy, though very weak, she 
always replied, with much emphasis, 
" Yes ! yes ! yes ! " Precious in His 
sight is the death of His saints. Her 
mortal remains were interred August 
6th, by Mr. E. Mitchell, of Chadwell
street, London. Deceased was sister to 
Mr. Kern, of Ipswich, he bein~ now the 
only survivor of the family.-1". l\L P. 

THOM..I.S NEWTON, a deacon of 
"Rehoboth," Pimlico, passed away to 
his eternal rest on Tuesday, ;)fay Hth, 
at the age of 34. He was for many years 
a member of the Church, and latterly 
was raised to the honour of a deacon, 
which office he faithfullv fulfilled. His 
removal is greatly felt. 'because he was 
an earnest worker, and spent many 
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happy monH'nts with the children of 
God in waiting at the throne of grace. 
Our loss is His eternal gain. A short 
ser\"ice was held in the chapel on 
Satur<ila~·. the 1:-th inst. Many friends 
gathered to pay the last token of re
spect: at the request of the Church and 
wi,d(!W, Mr. W. Harris (late pastor) 
officiated. The solemn service com
menced by the singing· of hymn 467 
\ Gadsby's):-

,, "·hy :--honlcl "We ~hrink at Jordan·:-; fio0<.l, 
Or dr0:-Hi tlie unkno-w11 wny? 

:-=:.0~.,,: yonder liC's n, st.rea.111 of lllood, 
Thn t hears the rurse :rw:.1x ,. 

Psalm xc, was read and pra·y·er offered, 
after which a short and comforting 
address was g-iven with respect to the 
rest that remained for the people of 
G-od. The remains were interred at 
Hanwell CelJ:1:etery. On th~ following 
Sunday evenmg- Mr. Harns preached 
from the words, " Thy brother shall rise 
again." The preacher dwelt much on 
the resurrection of the dead and of the 
life to come_ The discourse ended by 
referring to the revelations which John 
saw when he witnessed that number 
whom no man could number, who had 
washed their robe, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.-W. E. 
TEBRcTT. 

RACHEL REDRUP, of Prestwood 
Bucks .. safely passed over the Jordan: 
and entered the goodly Canaan, on July 
10th. in the sixty-ninth year of her age, 
after a long and trying affliction, but 
which. through grace, she bore with 
much patience. It was her great 
honour to have been called by grace 
while yet in her teens, nnder a sermon 
at Great Missenden, and was baptized 
when about eighteen. bv a good man 
named Payne. at Little Kingshill. In 
the order of divine providence, she was 
removed to Prestwood. and became 
identified with the cause there, of which 
she was a consistent supporter for many 
years. Many brethren in the ministry 
well remember her as one of the old
fashioned sort, always ready to converse 
upon the good things of the kingdom. 
Being upright in character, and having 
clear Yiews of, and sterling love to 
the truth, both doctrinally and experi'. 
mentally. it was alwaye a pleasure to 
meet her anywhere. She was a real 
lover of God's house, and there she 
would be, if possible, and certainly at 
times, when it seeme~ dangerous,' on 
account of her bronchial affection and 
weak heart. One friend said to the 
writer at her funeral: "She was· not 
one who pulled the blind aside and said. 
'It is too foggy; I can't go to-day! '" 
She possessed a striking gift to cover 
the little faults and omissions of her 
fellow-members, and never lacked a 
kindly word of encouragement to her 
brother, Solomon Groom, upon whom 
for many years the chief burden of the 
cause has rested. The dust of fault
findinv with the servants of the Lord 

was NOT her meat. If she could not 
!J.ear well, sh4:l would be very guarded 
m her express10ns. Many choice utter• 
ane:es. fell from her lips during her 
affl1~t10n. One day, when a cloud was 
passmi:r over the sky, she said, " I can 
scarce look up to-day, but my desire is 
toward the habitation of the Lord.'' 
She was much favoured with a solid 
sati~faction of her interest in a precious 
Christ, and of the certainty of going to 
the Father's house. Truly, her end was 
"peace, perfect peace." At her own 
request, brother George Ives. of High 
Wyco!llbe (for many years one of the 
supplies at Prestwood), officiated at her 
funeral, where many sorrowino- friends 
gathered to pay the last t;ibute of 
respect. Brother Ives made some choice 
remarks, founded upon Rev. xiv. 13. It 
was truly l!-ffecting to ~ee even strong 
men weepmg- at the grave which 
indicated how much deceased 'was be
loved. We deeply sympathise with the 
bereaved husband, niece, and nephew 
and the 1:ause at Prestwood. for the los~ 
to them 1s great. Would that our God 
may raise up m_any more such sterling 
lovers of truth, the house of God. and 
servants, is the prayer of-JOSIAH 
MORLING, 

MELICENT POTTER was born at Stow
upland, Stowma_rket, Suffolk, August 
21th, 1820, and entered into rest on 
January 5th, 189_5. She was a daughter 
of John and Elizabeth Hart, and sister 
of Mr. Nathaniel Hart, whose obituary 
appeared in the E. V. and G. H. for 
June. Deceased was brought into con
~rn about her soul at prayer-meetings 
held in her father's house, especially 
when listening to the prayers of one 
Samuel Steggall. Her father's prayers 
for "his offspring" were also blessed to 
her. She much enjoyed the preachino
of a Mr. Hicks, and was set at liberty 
with the words, " I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance." 
and enjoyed peace and pardon for some 
time, but was the subject of doubts and 
fears down to near the end. The de
parted and her courtier were baptized 
together at Mendlesham ; they were 
afterwards married at the old Surrey 
Tabernacle by the late Mr. James Wells 
(where they beoame members), under 
whose ministry they sat for · several 
years with great delight. They lived 
happily together till death broke the 
bond January 5th, 1895, when Mr~. 
Potter entered into rest. Her husband 
soon followed her. he sweetly falling 
aeleep on March 6th, 1895. One of her 
many sonirs of praise was-

" Let worldly minds the world pursue, 
It bas no charms for me ; 

Once I admired its trifles too, 
But grace bath set me free." 

'fhe ministry of the late G. Elvin, Mr. 
Rowlands, Mr. H. Hall (whom she 
heard at the old "Garner," Clapham), 
were much bleseed to her.·- M. H. 
POTTER, Sheffield. 
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i ~fottf . ~!l5itf!l. 
BY EDWARD MITCHELL. 

"And I in you."-John xiv. 20. 

DEEP sorrow often blunts our perceptions, and closes the avenues by 
which comfort might reach us. It was thus with the apostles at the 

time when the words of our text were.originally spoken. Their beloved 
Lord had told them He was about to leave them, and this had so filled 
their hearts with sorrow, that His comforting words were not understood 
and scai'cely heeded by them.' But the day would soon arrive when the 
Holy Spirit, the divine Comforter, should bring to their remembrance, 
open to their understanding, and apply to their heart's comfort, all that 
their beloved Lord had spoken to them. "At that day/' said Jesus, 
" ye shall know that I am in My Father, and ye in Me, and I in yon." 
To this last clause, "I in you," our attention will be principally confined 
in this paper. · ' · . · 

The well is deep, and we need the rope and bucket of prayer that we 
VoL, LI. OCTOBER, 1895. v 
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may reach its refreshing waters. Let us PRAYERFULLY EXAMINE THIH 
TRl"TH. We are reminded at outset of Hart's well-known lines-

" Trlle religion's more than notion, 
Something must be known and felt." 

"At that day ye shall know," says Jesus. The thing to be known 
is clearly the vital union existing between the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
people. "Ye shall know that . . . ye (are) in Me, and I in you." 
B, virtue of ou!' being in Him we receive the benefit of all He did and 
sriffered for us, as if~ we ourselves had done it-we died in and with 
Him, were raised together, and are made to sit together with Him in 
heavenly places. By His being in us we derive spiritual life and all its 
blessings from Him. Our Lord Jesus Christ is the life, and the 
animating soul of His Church. She lives as He lives in her. 

" I in you.'' This represents a divine operation. Christ must be 
formed in us by the Holy Spirit's power and grace. By nature we were 
all " dead in sin, and children of wrath, even as others." Grace, and 
grace alone, forms Christ in our hearts. There is in this an intelligent 
pc,·renption ~f the truth of Christ. Heart religion does not consist in a 
mere blind emotion; that might be as transient as an_.A.pril shower. The 
Holy Spirit works on the heart through a divine inumination of the 
mind. Paul travailed in birth for the Galatians, that Christ might be 
formed in them by the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. Known, 
and then felt, is the true order. Christ can never be separated from His 
truth. It is by the Word, through the Spirit's power, that Christ is 
forme.i in the heart, and becomes the hope of glory. Hence the impor
tance of clear and faithful gospel preaching. This includes an 
experimental realizatwn. The Spiriti's power realizes the truth in our 
souls. Thus Christ becomes our only hope, stay, comfort, and ground 
of rejoicing. The blessings of salvation are in measure enjoyed; while 
strength for the conflict is imparted, so that we overcome the world, 
" because greater is He that is in us, than He that is in the world." 
There is also a practical reflection. As Obrist is in us there is some 
reflection of His image and praise. We are the lantern, and Christ is 
the light that shines in us, and through us. 'Twere greatly to be 
desired for most of us that the lanterns were cleaner, and the light less 
obscured by the veil of flesh. But, "if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of His." May we earnestly pray for a larger realiza
tion in our souls, and clearer exhibition in our lives, of Christ being 
in us. 

Let us further seek to ILLUSTRATE THIS TRUTH. If we ask what it 
is, we may reply, a reality, yet a mystery. We are beset with mysteries 
everywhere. The more our knowledge extends the more we are brought 
face to face with increasing mysteries. We may not be able to expla!n 
this mystery, but we can and do experience its reality. We know what 
it is to feel Him in our hearts. He is in us the hope of glory. We 
may illustrate this by figures. Christ is in us as a master dwells in his 
house. It is not with us as it once was, and still ie with all the unre
generate. Satan once dwelt in us; and, as the strong man armed, he 
kept his goods in peace. We well remember that time and state. But 
Christ, the stronger than he, came upon him, dispossessed and spoiled 
him, and took up His dwelling within us, and now reigns on the throne 
of our hearts. By grace we have received Him as our Lord and King, 
and He dwells as Master in His own house. 
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Again, He dwells in us as li!)ht in the eye. Satan was darkness and 
blindness to us. His policy is ever to keep his slaves in ignorance. He 
" blinds the minds of them that believe not." But Christ comes as 
light, enters the eye, and reveals surrounding objects. "In His light 
we see light." We discern now plainly what our former condition was 
as dupis of Satan. We see our supposed righteousness was filthy rags, 
-and that we were helpless, miserable sinners, exposed to the righteous 
wrath of a justly incensed Judge. In His light we discern also our 
present highly favoured standing, as pardoned, justified, cleansed, and 
accepted by God, and look forward to a state of everlasting bliss and 
glory. .A.s light in ns He often discovers to us the dark places which yet 
remain within us, and leads us to self-loathing, and humbling confes
sions, while He unfolds to us the rich mercies, and precious promises of 
our God. Yes, Christ is light within us. 

He is in us also, we may say, as fire is in the reel-hot glowing iron. 
How the quality of fire permeates the mass of iron that has been heated 
may be to us a profound mystery, but is not more mysterious than real. 
He is in us, too, as the sap of the vine is in the grape. We may not be 
able to explain nature's processes by means of which this is reached, but 
we know they exist and operate. So, too, we know that all the fruit we 
bear to God's glory is the result of Christ being in us in His living, 
operative energy. Once more, He is in us as the life is in the blood. We 
know that in some mysterious manner the vital spirits of our natural 
life reside in the blood particles. Says Paul, "I live; and yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me, and the life that I now live in the flesh, I live 
by the faith of the Son of God." Christ lives in His people in all 
vitalizing energy and influence. " I in you." Do we experimentally 
know this under the Spirit's gracious teaching? 

Having sought to illustrate this truth by figures, let us regard it as 
it is in simple fact. It is Christ in us EXERTING THE POWER OF HIS 
SA.VING CHA.RA.CTER. .A. full Christ and an empty sinner exactly match. 
He manifests His saving character through the merits of His cross. This 
produces a sense of pardon, righteousness, acceptance, peace, and joy in 
the soul. He shows it also by the sanctifying energy of His Spirit. By 
His grace sin is controlled and subdued_; the spirit is consecrated to God 
and His service; and the affections are elevated to heavenly objects. He 
gives, also, the comfort of His fulness. This is adapted, and everyway 
equal, to meet our every necessity ; and is put forth according to our 
requirements. He exerts, too, the power of His kingdom. He is" Christ 
in us the hope of glory,'' inspiring hope and expectation of His glorious 
kingdom in our souls. May it please the blessed Spirit, the great 
Teacher and Comforter, to lead our souls more and more into a know
ledge of these precious truths, that we may know that Christ is in the 
Father, and we in Him, and He in us ! 

WHA.T was the cause of the Pharisee in the temple thanking God 
t_liat _he was no extortioner, nor unjust, nor even as the poor publican ? 
[answer, he did not know his own heart; and it is a fiery law which 
discovers sin under the quickening operations of the Holy Ghost, which, 
had he known, he would with Paul have said, " I am the chief of 
sinners." -Ritsk. 
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OliR PORTRAIT GALLEHY.-No. X. 
"-ALTER HARRY RANSON, SmrnRSHAM, SUFFOLK. 

DEAR BROTHER,-By your request, I send you a brief sketch of 
my life. I was born on August 31, 185\l, in the parish of 

Hitcham, in the county of Suffolk. I was blessed with a godly mother, 
my father was the reverse. But the Lord placed him in the furnace of 
affliction, and I believe made it a blessing to him. They are both gone 
home, and have left me with one sister. 

It appeared I bad convictions when very young. I remember once 
being troubled about sin when attending school, so as to be forced to 
pray. I ne,er could enjoy myself in the ways of sin as some appear to. 
There was an aching void the world could never fill; this went on till I 
grew up to be a young man. I attended a Bible-class at Hitcbam chapel, 
conducted by Mr. C. Clover, of Buxhall. This little chapel was in con
nection with the If attisham church at that time. The means used there 
was made a blessing to the awakening of me to see my state and condi
tion as a sinner. Here I was in a state of anxiety for weeb, until I 
heard a sermon one Sunday evening at the chapel at Hitcham, by Mr. 
Wilkins, who divided his text under three heads-humbleness, contrition, 
and poverty; the text I never remembered. This was the time I was 
able to say, 

"How precious did that grace appear, the hour I first believed." 

Then as to following the Lord in the ordinance of baptism, I knew it to 
be the way: like many more, did not attend to it at once; this was no 
comfortable time. How true are those words in John xiii. 17. 

OnA.ugust 10, 1884, I was baptized at Wattisham, by Mr. Huxham, 
who was then pastor at Rattlesden, and received into the church. 

I was very much impressed before baptism, and much;more after, as to 
what I could do in the Master's service. This I made a matter of prayer. I 
was a teacher in the Sunday-school a while; thoughts of preaching arose ; 
but I thought this can never be. I might say I used to be very fond of 
playing preaching when a boy. But the Lord made it plain to me that 
I was to speak in His name. I commenced first by reading a chapter 
in the prayer meeting; after which I was impressed to take a text and 
try and say a little from it. The first text was ::\fark x. 50. 

After this I supplied in various places, till asked by the Church at 
Somersham for three months, which I accepted. Before this expired, I 
was asked for another three months, with a view. Before this expired, 
I was asked to accept the pastorate. I then asked for three months to 
consider this, as I felt this to be such an important step to take. What 
this Church offered me-and it was all they dare promise, I feel sure-it 
was not anything tempting to move a family from one's native home. 
But it is evident it was of the Lord. I was recognised as pastor on 
March 28, 1888. Mr. S. K. Bland presided. Mr. F. S. Reynolds, then 
pastor of Wattisham Church, gave the charge from 2 Tim. ii. 15. Mr. 
Kern addressed the Church, and brethren Northfield, Haddock, and 
Clover took part. . 

The Lord has blessed both pastor and Church. We have been 
rejoiced to know the Lord has blessed our labours. Our congregations 
are very encouraging. I have many friends far and near. I feel after 
labouring in the service this short time, what a glorious Gospel to 
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preach! how fresh and fnll it is! If it is the Lord's will, I would preach 
it for many years. 0 may I be made more useful, truthful, firm, 
and loving in His service. Yours sincerely, 

w. H. RA~S()~. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

HoME AND CoM)ION THrnas.-No. X. MILK AND HONEY. 

TWO of the blessings of life which the kindness of God's providence 
made common in Palestine, and so the land of Canaan was often 

spoken of as " a land flowing with milk and honey," not that literally there 
were brooks or rills whose streams were either composed of honey or of milk, 

. but it was a poetical way of describing a country whose pastures were so 
good, and\vhere flowers were so plentiful that there were numerom1 flocks 
and herds of cattle, goat and sheep, whose milk was drunk by the people, and 
swarms of bees who made large quantities of sweet and wholesome honey 
which served the purpose of sugar as well as jam to the inhabitants of the 
East, and was even used as a substitute for other food at times, as when 
Jonathan, being hungry and faint, partook of a little honey, which 
refreshed him, was charged with breaking his father's command (to him 
unknown at the time), by which all the soldiers were bound on oath not 
to eat anything until the battle was over, and the victory gained over 
the Philistines. And it is mentioned as a considerable portion of the 
sustenance of John the Baptist, for we are told his food was " locusts 
and wild honey." 

Milk is a nourishing article of diet, and, although it is not equally 
digestible to all constitutions, it is more or less used from infancy to old 
age, in health and sickness. 

I have heard of a man employed in farm-work who laid a wager that 
he would live and work for a month with no other sustenance than as 
much milk as he liked to drink, and so he did, and was engaged in hard 
labour, mowing and the like for the time given, and neither his health 
nor his work suffered from the want of other food. Milk is not always 
.thus nutritious; it may be sb diluted with water, or the cream so much 
skimmed off it, that it is very little good to anybody, and sometimes 
milk is impure and becomes a source of disease and danger ~o those who 
drink it. We want healthy cattle fed on good food and supplied with 
pure water, and then the unadulterated milk will prove both wholesome 
and supporting. So we read of the "sincere milk of God's Word," the 
pure Gospel, the holy truths of the Bible: these nourish and support the 
believer's heart, and cause him to grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ the Lord, while false teaching and wrong principles, 
like adulterated and poisoned milk, are worthless at best, and nearly 
always injurious too. Pat was very wise when the priest "'.anted hi1;11 
to come to "the Church" for the milk of the Word, and give up his 
Bible, to decide upon '' keeping the cow himself," and not allow his 

. conscience to be imposed upon by the traditions of men. 
Be careful, dear reader, what you read and hear, as well as h?11' y~u 

receive instruction. Light, trashy reading and frivolous compamonsh1p 
can never strengthen the mind, and doubtful things which may look as 
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harmless as milk to our sight at first may prove as hurtful to our hearts 
as the impure milk that frequently brings disease and death to the bodie1,1 
of those who drink it. May we all long for the pure milk of that holy 
Word which is " able to make us wise unto salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus," and by that Word dwelling in us may we be kept from 
every false and e,il way, and made strong to do the right and follow 
after peace and holiness. 

Milk and honey are both of them pleasant to the taste, and the 
Easterns were particularly fond of the latter; so Solomon says, " My son, 
eat thou honey because it is good, and the honeycomb which is sweet to 
thy taste." And David says of God's words that they are sweeter than 
honey and the honeycomb" (Psa, xix. 10); and, again," How sweet 
are Thy words unto my taste! ye9.1 sweeter than honey unto my mouth" 
(Psa. cxix. 103). Is it so with you, dear friend? Those who have 
tasted that the Lord is gracious, do find His words most sweet, and 
there is no danger of having too much of these good things. We may 
eat too much honey, and suffer in consequence; but, as Newton sings of 
the " precious Bible " -

" Food to which the world's a stranger, 
Here my hungry soul enjoys, 

Of excess there is no danger, 
Though it fills, it never cloys : 

On a dying Christ I feed, 
He is meat and drink indeed.'' 

May we be favoured to dwell in the Gospel land of promise and find 
it flowing with spiritual milk and honey, giving you sweet foretastes of 
that heavenly country where all is pure delight and everlasting joy
pleasures which, like the manner in the golden pot within the ark, 
never grow old and stale, but are for ever new. God is the source of all 
blessedness, and 

" Pleasures spring fresh for ever thence 
Unspeakable, unknown." 

May you seek and find and riclily enjoy them here and hereafter. 
A.men. 

IF SO! 
FOR THE YOUNG. 

BY s. T. BELCHER. 

WHILE sitting musing, I felt the fire burn, and, like those forms 
one often Rees when gazing into the fire, methought I saw a lot 

of little faces here and there; and knowing that many among the little 
folks peruse our Here and There, I thought a word to them would not 
be out of place. 

I want to ask you whether you possess any signs of spiritual life
which means, do you know the Lord Jesus Christ ? and, IF SO, wh~t 
think ye of Him ? Are you acquainted with the excellency of His 
person, the loveliness of His grace, the merits of His work, the efficacy 
of His blood, the value of His death, the power of His resurrection, and 
the earnestness of His present occupation? and, IF SO, have you a 
heartfelt love to Him, a veneration for His Word, an affection for Him 
in His sufferings, a remembrnnce of Him in your daily occupations, 
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your pleasures and prospects, your disappointments and sorrows ? and, 
IF SO, have you taken to Him the burden of your sin, your anxious 
desires, your feeble endeavours, your wishes so sweet, your doubtings, 
misgivings, and fears? and, IF SO, have you not seen what a wonder
ful Saviour He is ? have you not been led to consider what He suffered, 
how He suffered, why He suffered, where He suffered, when He suffered, 
for whom and by whom He suffered? and, IF SO, have you not felt 
your affections elevated, your sorrows sweetened, your mind enlightened, 
your heart becalmed, your life sanctified, and your thoughts remodelled 
by His Holy Spirit? Or, let me put it in another way: 

HAVE YOU BEEN CONVINCED OF SIN ? 
Do you feel yourself a sinner? a sinner before God ! You may not be 
guilty of the grosser forms of sin, such as stealing, murder, blasphemy, 
&c. But, my dear young reader, you are a sinner notwithstanding: the 
Word of God says you are, for ALL have sinned! and to be saved, and 
you must be saved in just the same way as those who have been very 
wicked-namely, by the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

When anyone has not been guilty of those heinous crimes for which 
they are amenable to the civil law, they are very apt to think themselves 
more likely to be saved; but you must not make a mistake here; your 
morality is an excellent thing, both for yourself and those about you, 
and you have your reward in its very self on earth; but to be saved you 
must be born again-that means, that you must be quickened by the 
Holy Spirit, and convinced that you are a sinner in the sight of a holy 
God. This will lead you to repentance and faith, and the joys which 
I have above mentioned. 

There is no need for the Holy Spirit to convince anyone that they 
have done wrong when they have stolen a watch, a trinket, or a purse; 
their own conscience will tell them that. But to know that you are a 
guilty sinner before God, IS the work of the Holy Spirit only. 

DO YOU KNOW THIS ? 
IF SO, you are a blessed soul, you are blessed with life, with light, with 
knowledge, with hope, with grace, with peace, and everlasting happi
ness; and, IF SO, are you willing to follow Jesus in baptism, in fellow
ship, in reproach ? Are you willing to cast away every other hope and 
cleave only to Him with full purpose of heart ? and, IF SO, may the 
Lord be praised. 

[The above is from Here and There, edited by S. 1'. Belcher and J. Haines, of 
Homerton-row, and it is by their kincl permission we are enabled to present it 
to our readers. Having so much enjoyed reading it, we desire others also to 
see it, praying the Holy Spirit may bless it to many heart~, so that their feet 
may be made willing to move in swift obedience to the loving command of 
Jesus.-J, W. B.] 

THE awakened sinner who is convinced of his lost state, and not yet 
led to feel his interest in the only way of escape from the wrath to come, 
which he believes to be of- endless duration, trembles at eternity, and 
feels the truth expressed in the lines-

" Lo ! on a narrow neok of land, 
'Twixt two unbounded seas I stand, 

.Secure, insensible; 
A point of time, a moment's space, 
Removes me to that heavenly place, 

Or shuts me up in bell."-" Etanity" (F. Jr7,ee/a). 
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THE BE~T TEA<'HER. 
Matt. xi. 29. 

BY PA~TOR G. w. THOMAS, WATFORD TABERNACLE. 

O";\E of. England's greatest statesmen said, "I am but a learner," and 
every child of God's love says the same. And Jesus says to us, 

" Learn of Me": and, in order to do so, we must be " meek and lowly 
of heart," just content to "sit at His feet." The life of Jesus proves 
t.hat. in the days of His flesh, He was what He counsels us to be, '' meek 
and lowly in heart." Power, wisdom, generosity, and love-these things 
"ll"ere not more largely revealed in His life than were His meekness and 
lo,rliness in heart~ For instance, in the choice of a position, He entered 
one of the lowest grades of society-choosing poverty, when any earthly 
position was open to Him. He bad intercourse with men.of all ranks; 
but He was always a man of the people. His intimate companions, 
those among whom were His home, were fishermen and tax-gatherers. 
The rich invited Him to their tables sometimes, but it was either by way 
of condescension or curiosity. Read the reception given Him by Simon 
the Pharisee. Simon doubtiess knew well the laws of courtesy, and con
formed to them in His intercourse with people of his own grade; but 
when Jesus was his guest, he set them all aside-he gave Him no water 
for His feet, embraced Him not, did not anoint His head with oil: 
thinking, doubtles8, it was quite sufficient honour that our Jesus should 
be permitted to sit at his table. And yet Christ voluntarily assumed 
His lowly position in social life-to become the friend of publicans and 
sinners. He chose to be a Nazarene, though the prejudice against 
Nazareth was so strong that men said, "Can any good thing come out 
of Nazareth ? " 

He was not only lowly in life, but lowly in heart. Some rich men 
feel ill at ease in the society of men of inferior grades of life; they task 
themselves, perhaps, to be civil, kind, considerate, but they have a feel
ing that they are ont of their element, and they shrink back with much 
comfort to themselves into their accustomed sphere. But Christ was 
-always at home among His poor companions. Their habits of thought, 
their manner of life, their topics of conversation, were not strange to 
Him, neither the trials and temptations of the life they lived. And He 
is the same to-day; He never changes. 

He says to us, " Learn of Me ": that is, "Be My disciples." The 
believer is one who is learning of Christ to be meek and lowly of heart. 
0 that this lesson could be learned by all members of our Churches ! 
What holy, happy gatherings we should have! Have we not much to 
learn? 

The notion of our own merit makes it very difficult for us to " walk 
in all meekness and lowliness." Surely we shall not put what we call 
our merit in comparison with that of Christ. Christ is the most meri
torious Being in the universe. Shall we rate ourselves above Him ? In 
the assemblies of men, let us beware how we take the higher place. We 
are not better than Christ; and He took the lower place. Are reproaches 
offered us ? Think-greater reproaches are daily offered to Christ, 
and He endures them : think of His great forbearance, and " learn of 
Him." Are burdens laid upon us? We think that too much is im
posed, and we would have our yoke lightened. Is not our burden heavy 
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because we bear it with an unwilling spirit ? Let us "learn of Him," 
see His submissive spirit: "Not My will, but Thine be done "-and not 
one murmur will be heard, and our burden will lose much of its weight. 
Christ had a burden that would have sunk Him speedily to the grave, 
had it not been for His meek and submissive spirit. Have v<1e to meet 
the many responsibilities of lifo alone, and say, "0 that I had a friend " ? 
You have one who has taken great responsibility upon Him. He not 
only took upon Him our sins, but our sorrows also; and as we bear our 
yoke of life, with all the attendant cares and trials, Christ proves Him
self our true yoke-fellow, and says, "Learn of Me," and, thus learning, 
we shall be comforted in time, and abundantly blessed in eternity. 
Amen. 

UNWAVERING FAITH. 
BY PASTOR E. WHITE. 

"Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering (for He is 
faithful that promised)."-Heb. x. 23. 

OUR text implies that there are difficulties before us, or there would 
not be such language used. There will be things which will try to 

wrest our faith from us. That faith which God gave us at the first we 
are to continue in ; and though there is a growth in the grace of ou 1· 

Lord Jesus Christ, yet we are to continue in the same faith which God 
planted in our hearts at the first. Therefore, the apostle says, by the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, " Let us bold fast the profession of our 
faith without wavering." The opposite would be to bold two opinions. 
The prophet Elijah, on Mount Carmel, said to the people, " How long 
halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God, worship Him, if 
Baal, then worship him;" meaning that sometimes they held one way 
and sometimes another. Then another thing is to be changeable, hold
ing the doctrines of free grace one day and the contrary the next. A. 
friend told me the other day that when he meets a certain man be 
always says, 

"WHAT ARE YOU NOW, BROTHER?" 

At one time he was a Baptist, then a Congregationalist, then a 
Wesleyan, so he al ways asks him what he is now? Not to hold fast is to be 
changeable, like the wind, constantly changing from one point to 
another; but if God has given us the grace of which the text speaks, I 
do not think it will be a changeable one. 

Then the opposite again, is to be apathetic, and though a person 
may not give up their profession, they are so cold and lethargic, and 
hold it with such a loose grasp. It is to be waYering: a fignre of speech 
also used by James, when he says, "He that wavereth is like a wave of 
the sea driven with the wind and tossed.'' And so is one who is change
able in faith, not stable, never firm. 

I.-THE POSSESSION. II.-THE EXHORTATIOX. III.-THE 
ENCOURAG EIIIENT. 

1.-The possession: our faith. You cannot hold a thing if you have 
not got it; you cannot retain what you do not pos,ess; but the apostle 
says here, "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith." Our faith! 
We may t1tke it in both ways: the object of faith, and the internal aco 
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of faith in the son!; resting on one object, the Word of God, the work of 
Christ, the immutable oath and coven.ant of Jehovah, and that is sure 
and certain, immovable and eternal. Then there is subjective faith: 
that which dwells in the heart of the Christian; and that is what onr 
text speals of to-night. It is a special faith. We read in the Word of 
God of different kinds, and the old Puritans were wont to divide faith in 
different ways. They spoke of historical faith, believing that Christ 
was a Divine person: that He was truly human: that He came to work 
out, and die for, men's salvation, and went back to heaven when it was 
done. Men might have that faith and yet not have that of which the 
text speaks. Then there is miracnlous faith : Judas had that. Then 
there is our faith, and that is the faith of God's elect, and which dwells 
in the heart of God's chosen, quickened people; thus it is a special faith; 
an indwelling faith in the hearts of God's children, who have been 
quickened by grace divine, who have been called by the Holy 
Ghost, and called into the gospel of faith which God has given 
them. It is a saving faith, the gift of God; "By grace are ye 
saved, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God." It looks to 
Christ, and brings a consciousness of salvation through the blood, the 
righteousness, the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ; and thus to 
be a possessor is to have a saving knowledge of Christ, of God in His 
Divine operations of salvation, in putting away all sin, the pardon of it, 
the justification of our persons through the righteousness of Christ, 
laying hold on the finished work of the dear Redeemer. 

Then it is an overcoming faith. "What is that overcometh the 
world," saith the apostle, "but our faith?" And he who has this faith 
will live under pressure and load; it will overcome the seductions of the 
world, and everything we have to pass through while here on earth. 
A.gain, it is a penetrating faith. " Faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." And we have not anywhere 
in the whole of God's Book such a clear definition given as this; we have 
the operation, the evidence of faith, but no definition anywhere else. It 
gives a reality to invisible things, and the child of God who walks by 
faith and not by sight, to him eternal things and everlasting truths are 
as real as if the eyes rested upon them. This faith penetrates into the 
invisible world, and grasps and lays hold on the glories of Christ, and 
thus he who possesses it would stand upon the sea of glass, would hold a 
palm and harp, and would sing the song of victory to the Lamb for ever 
and ever. We walk by faith and not by sight; thus we live as Christian 
believers upon unseen things. It is a living faith, depending on Christ 
day by day. As Paul wrote to the Galatians," Christ liveth in me; and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." Faith depends on 
Christ, puts its hand into the hand of the mighty God, and He leads us 
on; depends upon Him for daily supplies; and looks to Him for strength, 
guidance, and all we need. When God called us by His grace to put 
our trust in His Son, He did not start us on the way to heaven and then 
leave us to find our own way thither. No; He gives us grace to guide 
us, to snpply us. And love and faith and hope are linked together; but 
faith is the most depending of the three, for it is always receiving from 
our gracious Lord. It is an assuring faith. It gives assurance to the 
soul of its interest in the love of God, in the work of the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, in the promises of the Father, in the inheritance laid up for 
God's children by-and-bye. "I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded thELt He is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
Him against that day." 

II.-The exhortation. " Let us hold fast the profession of our faith 
without wavering." Let us hold it fast for value. Anything that is 
precious people look after, and take care they do not lose it; and our 
faith is precious. In 2 Peter i. 1 we read, " To them that have obtained 
like precious faith"; and Satan knows it is precious, too, and if he could 
take it away from us he would. It was that which he tried to take 
away from Peter. What did the Lord say to him ? " Simon, Simon, 
Satan hath desired to have thee, that he may sift thee as wheat, but I 
have prayed for thee." What did He pray for? That he should not 
attack him? No, no, but'' that thy faith fail not"; for if he could 
take away the faith of a child of God he would be at his mercy. We 
are weak-when our faith is weak, though it cannot die away. Then hold 
it fast for protection. The apostle said, speaking of the Christian 
armour, " Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked." Then let us hold the 
profession of our faith for comfort, for peace of mind, " Holding faith, 
and a good conscience, which some having put away concerning faith 
have made shipwreck." A child of God's conscience is not comfortable, 
and their heart is not at peace, when their faith is weak. It is when my 
faith can grasp the promirn, can lay hold on the immutable Word of God, 
when my faith st,ands firm on the rock, and everything is right between 
rne and God, it is then my heart is at rest, and I can rejoice with 
joy unspeakable, and full of glory; but when my faith is weak, my 
conscience is disturbed with a thousand alarms. Then for servite 
"without faith, it is impossible to please God"; and if we have our 
faith weak and .low, how our service lacks. We want faith in the 
service of our God, faith to believe He will bless His own glorious 
truth. Hold it fast for God's honour, for we honour Him, I believe, by 
believing in His truth. Then let us hold the profession of our faith for 
love to Christ: He who died to save us, who put away our sins by the 
sacrifice of Himself. We would cleave fast to Him, hold fast to Him 
who is our divine Redeemer, our glorious Saviour. Then, for e.rmnple, 
the apostle mentions the faith of Abraham as one who set an example 
of faith. Then hold fast, openly professing it. The apostle says, " I 
am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, which is the power of God unto 
salvation." "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith." There are 
many things we need to be asb.amed of, but we never need to be 
ashamed of Jesus :-

" Ashamed of J esu,, that dear Friend 
On whom my hopes for heaven depend? 
No, when I blush, be this my shame 
That I no mo,e revere His name." 

Let us not be ashamed to openly profess Him, to defend His cause. 
We are not ashamed of the doctrines of grace, nor the ordinances which 
our divine Redeemer has left us to observe; we are not .ashamed to 
acknowledO'e that we follow in His footsteps, and it is for us to tread in 
tl;iose footsteps, and to openly confess our adherence to our divine Lord. 
Then not give up any part of it. What right have we to alter anything ? 
The Word of the living God is given to us, the faith is given to us; 
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and thus we are not to give up a part of it, uot one iota, but hold it fast 
without wa,ering. 

III.-Thr r,,1couragement. "For He is faithful which promised." 
Our faith is based upon God's Word, upon the Word of the living God, 
which abideth for ever ; and He is faithful that promised. Our faith 
rests on that which is unclumgeable, even the Word of the immutable 
God; not upon our changing feelings, not upon our sweet frames, not 
upon our despondent frames, but on God's Word, which our fathers lived 
upon, went home resting and rejoicing upon. And it is " the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever." "He is faithful that promised." 
Shall we give up the Word of God for men's traditions, for such 
changing things as the modern thought of men? Nay, these change; 
what one man professes to-day to be the truth, next week another over
turns it, and professes his to be the right; but our faith is built upon 
the divine truth. It is built upon His purpose to carry out what He has. 
begun, and He will perform it until the day of Jesus Obrist:-

" Grace will complete what grace begins, 
To save from sorrows and from sins ; 
The work that wisdom undertakes 
Eternal mercy ne'er forBakes." 

His glorious promise of present supplies and blessing. "He is faithful• 
that promised." What has He promised? Everything the child of 
God needs: it compasses our daily wants, our daily life, daily bread, 
daily supplies. "Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of 
these things." All that you want for your souls He has promised to 
supply. "My God will supply all your need, according to His riches in 
glory, by Christ Jesus." All the grace you want to fight against sin, 
to fight against temptation, to pursue the pilgrim way; and faithful is 
He that promised. The promise of God embraces all that His children 
need. whether of a temporal or spiritual character. Then He has 
promised future glory, and He is faithful that promised. "He has 
promised to crown His people with everlasting glory; that they shall 
have an inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and which passeth 
not away." You will find there is a promise somewhere in the Book 
just suitable for the place yon are in, and you may write under every 
promise, " Faithful is He that promised." He is faithful because of His 
covenant relationship, faithful to His Fatherly care, to His people as 
their God; and His power to fulfil His Word is sure. Nothing can 
prevent Him fulfilling His promise:-

" His Word is Yea a:c.d Amen, 
And never was forfeited yet." 

"Let us hold the profession of our faith without wavering (for He is 
faithful that promised)." Amen. 

WE daily and hourly feel the workings of mighty sins, raging lusts, 
powerful temptations, and besetting evils, against the least and feeblest 
of which we have no strength; but, as the eye of faith views our blessed 
Lord at the right hand of the Father, we are led by the power of His 
grace to look unto Him, hang upon Him, and seek help out of Him."
.J. G. Phil1wL 
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POOTNTEPS OF THE FLO<'K. 
DIVINE LovE.-DEUT. xxxiii. 3. 

BY M.A. J. 

FROM time immemorial it has been customary for good and gracious 
men to pronounce their benedictions upon their children and friends 

as they stood upon the threshold of their departure. Hence Jacob rose 
up in his bed to give his prophetic blessing to his family. In this 
chapter Moses, after delivering his valedictory discourse, proceeds to pro
nounce bis benediction, and to leave the leader's mantle upon his 
successor. How much like a greater than Moses, who left behind the 
richest of all benedictions-" My peace I leave with you." We treasure 
up the parting words of loved and valued ones; though often feebly 
uttered, they exert an influence upon our hearts which deepen as the 
years roll by. 

It was so in the case before us; Moses bad for forty years been 
prophet, leader, and legislator, but now the time had come for him to 
depart, he bad brought the chosen people in sight of the land. His 
work is done. He could proceed no farther. But before he ascends the 
rugged heights of N ebo be would remind the people of the Majesty of 
Jehovah, the glory and light of His presence, and of His holy 
attendants, and the "fiery law" given upon the Mount of Sinai. · Then 
he gives this last declaration, founded upon the everlasting covenant of 
grace, "Yea, He loved the people." 0, · sublime, rich, and eternal 
truth! What a fitting heavenly word, to conclude a life of long service, 
and deep devotion to the highest interests of the nation loved with an 
€Verlasting, unchangeable, and Divine affection. 

We cannot but admire this Divine love, as we contemplate it, as 
€Xemplified in God's gracious conduct towards His ancient people. " He 
li>ved the people,"' by choosing Israel as His peculiar portion, for "the 
Lord's portion is His people, and Jacob the lot of His inheritance." 
The reason assigned for this Divine choice is very expressive. It was 
not.because they were the most holy, or powerful people; but because 
they were a few and feeble people. The efficient reason lay in the great 
fact that God bad entered into covenant engagements with Abraham 
{see Gen. xvii. 7, 8). · 

But what an exhibition of the practical operation of Divine love is 
seen in the glorious redemption wrought on behalf of this chosen people. 
When the "set time " arrived their emancipation came ; their fetters 
removed, their bondage ended, and the moment of a glorious freedom 
fully realised. Had not God appeared to Moses in" the burning bush," 
a·nd duly qualified him for the great work which should call forth the 
admiration of all subsequent generations? The history of the plagues, 
the destruction of life -a.nd property, are .well known to Bible readers. 
Truly, we may say with Habakuk, "Thou didst ride upon Thine horses, 
and Thy chariots of salvation"; for by an Omnipotent arm didst Thou 
deliver Thy enslaved and down-trodden people. 
. We are inclined to think that with all the thunder and terror of Sinai 

at the giving of the law, there are evident traces of Divine love even 
there. Did not that code of laws, written by the finger of God, lay a 
grand foundation upon which a mighty kingdom could be established? 
A "fiery law'' it may be, but it was a law of love, for by this law they 
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were in adrnnce of all the nations of the earth ; and by the careful 
observance of that law they were assured of the special favour of the 
Law-giver, in the consolidation and general prosperity of their kingdom .. 

We cannot overlook the wonderful providence which attended these 
people all the way they travelled. The special provision for their 
sustenance for forty years. Theirs were a rich and bountiful supply of 
angel's food, and water from the crystal spring. Nor can we well omit 
to note the constant care of Divine love over them-" He suffered no
man to do them harm.'' For their sakes kings were dethroned, and 
nations spoiled, and terrible destruction fell upon those who dared to, 
impede their progress. Does not the sacred book abound in details of 
nations and persons cut off for the sake of these Hebrew pilgrims whom 
God loved ? Think for one moment of their triumphant victory and 
their safe arrival in the land of promise. Neither nations, seas, or rivers. 
could stop them, for the waters are thrown up like mighty mountains,. 
so that the ransomed of the Lord might pass over ; and when once they 
were victorious over their enemies, and drove them out of the land and 
divided it by lot for an inheritance. The cause of all these grand 
triumphs are seen in the fact that "He loved the people," and therefore 
He fought their battles for them. 

This same Divine love is exemplified towards the Church of Jesus. 
Christ. "God from the beginning chose us to salvation; that choice· 
was made when the eternal covenant of grace was drawn up from before 
the foundation of the world. That choice was according to the good 
pleasure of His will, and for the glory of His grace. · 

In the eternal redemption accomplished by Christ on behalf of the 
chosen, whose names are written in heaven, we have a glorious revela-• 
tion of DiYine love. The means by which we were led to see our condi
tion as sinners, and to behold the cross as our refuge, were because 
"God commendeth His love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,. 
Christ died for us"; thus Divine love discovers and reveals both sinner
ship and saintship. 

But there is another thought we may gather from this text-viz., it 
might be rendered He embraced. 0 what marvellous condescension I' 
What transcendent mercy ! The high and lofty One embraces thee, and 
by this gracious act calls thee His child. Further, our text implies t~at 
Jehovah laid us ·in His bosom. The Psalmist tells us of sheltenng 
beneath Divine wings, and Isaiah declares that God has graven us upon 
the palms of His hands. But to be loved, embraced, and laid in the 
Divine bosom, leads us to say that the love of God passes all human com-
prehension, for " God only knows the love of God;'' Take this last 
thought, and ever try to remember that Divine love is unchangeable, 
eternal, invincible: for" I am the Lord-I change not." 

"[ AM LOST.'' 
'TIS a melancholy cry, yet one, when breaking forth from a sincere 

heart, has filled the hearer's h(;art with joy and gratitude to God,. 
for we know that those who cr7 thus have been brought to see that the 
arms of carnal security wherem they have been resting are false and 
devilish, therefore one that could never give satisfaction to their souls. 
Realizing, then, the fact that there is a nobler rest to be obtained, and 
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their own insufficiency to obtain it, they cry, "I rim lrist," feeling thal; 
they have no sure foundaUon whereon to rest their souls for eternal 
safety. Surely there is no greater joy to a pastor than to hear from one 
of his hearers-one who he has watched and prayed for, and secretly 
hoped that a work was begun in the soul-this cry, "I am lost"; for he 
knows that, if it has arisen from a deep sense of guilt upon the heart 
and conscience, it is the undeniable evidence of life. 

How often a mother's heart has been cheered as she has listened out
side the bedroom door of her boy to the sobbing cry of his heart to God, 
"I am lost! I am lost I" for she well knows that sorrow caused by a 
sense of our lost condition will be turned into joy at the realisation of 
the person and sufficiency of a precious Redeemer, who is so well suited 
to poor sinners. 

For the encouragement of some poor soul, who may be crying these 
words day after day, and night by night, and darkness seem within and 
without, observe that, if this cry is sincere, it arises from a heart which 
is broken into by 

GOD'S CONVICTING POWER; 

for I presume you cry thus because you have been brought to feel your
self a sinner, a hell-deserving wretch, to feel the deceitfulness of your 
own sinful heart, your inability to save yourself from your lost con
dition; if this is the case, ever remember that you never had felt the 
guilt of sin apart from divine power, therefore God is at work in your 
soul, and, if yon would know the reason why, it is because He loves 
yon, and · 

"Whom once He loves He never leaves, 
But loves unto the end," 

The worldling never has such feelings as you are now experiencing; he 
never has an anxious thought about his soul, for he rests where yon 
once rested (until God turned you out) in the arms of carnal security, 
while the devil fans him that he may sleep more sound in his lost state. 
With you it is different: you have been awakened by divine power, 
being led in a path that you know not of, and, though yon feel that the 
next step must land you into an eternity of woe and pain, you may 
depend upon it, it is a path that leads to joys and pleasures better felt 
than described, for God's thoughts toward you are peace, and not evil; 
He is now teaching you something of your own vileness and wretched
ness, that you may fly to the only Refuge set before yon, even a precious 
Christ, and you will find in that Refuge a hllaling balm for every 
wound. Blood to cleanse, grace to pardon, a robe to wear-yea, all you 
need. Yes, my friend, you will gaze upon such a sight ere long, even 
Calvary; one glimpse by faith, how precious! And when, for the first 
time, you glance there, you will say-

" Here I'd sit for ever viewing 
Mercy's streams in streams of blood," 

And while you gaze upon this sacred spot, your hatred to sin and love 
to Jesus will be increased, and you will say, with Watts-

" 'Twas for my sins my dearest Lord 
Huug on the aooursed tree, 

And groaned away a dying life 
For thee, my soul, for thee." 

Let us go a little farther, poor sinner. You are not a stranger to 
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God's Word. Doubtless yon have often looked for comfort there. Have 
yon never heard through those sacred pages the 

,YHISPERS OF CHRIST'S LOVE 

to such characters as you ? "Li'>ten ! " I hear a still small voice 
saying. "I am not sent but unt-0 the lost sheep of the house of Israel." It 
is the voice of the Saviour of sinners. Is the message true? You say 
11n11 are lost, and not only say, but feel it. Well, then, Christ was sent 
b,1 the Father on purpose to save such as you. His love being so great 
to fallen man, nothing was too great for Him to give for them, so He 
sent His Son-sent that He might become the end of the law, by fulfil
ling it for us, to purchase lost sinners with His blood-yea, to stand in 
their place and stead and bear the punishment and curse due to them. 
Hark! He says again, "The Son of Man is come to save that which 
was lost." Is this music in your ears. Is this just what you want? 
Here is a Saviour so well suited to you, who was sent on purpose to save 
you. Yes, it is Him you want, and faith says, Him I will have or none. 
The world to you is a condemned cell, the devil roars in your ears, 
" G uiUy .' pu£lty ! " but God's Word says, " I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance." 

Well, dear friend, before I leave you, let me say, so sure as you are 
now crying, " Lost ! Lost!" so sure you will be brought to realise that 
you are saved! saved /-saved with an everlasting salvation. I can 
speak from experience, for I know what it is to cry " Lost! '' and, 
praise the Lord, also know what it is to rejoice in Bis salvation, but it 
is all of grace. 

Sow a word for the 
CARELESS SINNER. 

We never hear him cry these words LOST, for he is ignorant of it. 
When we tell them from the Word of God, they will not believe it, 
for the ~od of this world bath blinded their eyes, that they cannot 
behold their own condition. But, if the reader be such, let me tell 
you, as a dying man to a dying person, the day will come when you 
will find to your sorrow that you are lost, lost for ever, and, though 
yon cry, then it will be in vain: the wrath of God will fall upon 
you and sweep you to eternal pain. Oh, bow great is the mercy that 
has and is delivering from such a calamity! If you and I know what it 
is to feel lost and long for salvation, let us rejoice and praise Him 
together now and for evermore, for "There is therefore now no con
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. Amen.'' 

H. TYDE:l:[AN CHILVERS. 
10, Mornington-crescent, Regent's-park. 

SUFFERINGS IN FLESH. 
BY PASTOR JOHN HUNTLEY, BATH. 

SlTcEr:1:-;,; iu the apostolic writings seem to refer to those things that happen 
to the Ludv, an,1 are eurlurerl in flesh. 

L-Tl,~ ,nTEHI :-;r_;s ,f the Uiri.,t, " From that tillle began Jesus to shew 
untu His rlis1:iples how that He m,1st go to Jerusalem, au,l ,,i1;f!e,· many things 
of tl,e dders and ehief priests anrl scribes, and be kille,L" -MatL xvi. 21. 

" Tl1e Sou of ?llau shall be ,lc,li ,,ererl unto the chief priests aud the scribes, 
n1,,l tliey sliall e:oude1rn1 Hirn to death, and shall deliver Him nuto the nations, 
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aml they shall mock Him, anrl Hhall Rpit npon Him, anrl shall s(·onrgr, Hirn, a11d 
shall kill Him."-:Mark x. 33, 34. 

" ·when I was rlaily with yon in the temple, ye stretcher! forth "" 
hands against Me: but this is your hour and the power of rlarkn~ss. Then took 
they Him and Jeri Him, and brought Him into the hig·h priest's honse. . . . 
Ami the men that held Jesus mocker! Him, aml smote Him. Anrl when they 
had blindfolded Him, they struck Him on the £ace, and asked Him, saying, 
Prophesy, who is he that. struck Thee? "-Luke xxii. 53, 54, fl3, 1;-1,_ 

" Behoved it not the Christ to ~ujfe1· these things, anrl enter into His glory? " 
-Luke xxiv. 26. 

"But the things which God foreshewed by the mouth of all the prophets, 
that His Christ should siitfer, He thus fulfilled."-Acts iii. 18. 

"What the prophets and Moses did say should come ; how that the Christ 
must s1efe1·."-Acts xxvi. 22, 23. 

"Who bath been made a little lower than the angels . , . Jesus, because of 
the st!f/e1ing of death. For it became Him, for whom are all things, and through 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Author of 
their salvation perfect through S'litferings. . • • For in that He Himself 
bath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted."
Heb. ii. 9, 10, 18. 

"Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He 
siefered."-Heb. v. 8. 

"Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, 
.s1efe1·ed without the gate."-Heb. xiii. 12. 

"The st!f/erings for Christ and the glories after these. . Christ also 
.siefered for you. .· . . When he siefered, He threatened not. 
Christ also once suffe1·ed on account of sins, a righteous One on behalf of 
unrighteous ones. . • • Christ then having suifered as to flesh, arm ye 
yourselves with the same mind. . . . A witness of the .mfferings of the 
Christ."-! Peter. 

The siefe1·ings endured by the Christ on earth at the hands of men were 
from the time when He said, "Now is your hour and the power of darkness." 
Up to this time they could not take Him or touch Him, for His hour was not 
yet come. Passing through this world He was often troubled in soul, knew 
anguish of mind, and was a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief all His 
-days. 

II.-The SUFFERINGS of the apostles who 11:m·e called to be partcikers of 
His sieferings as His witnesses on earth. "They shall put you out of the 
.synagogues, but an hour comes that every one that killeth you will think that 
he offereth service to God, and these things will they do unto yon because 
they have not known the Father nor Me."-John xvi. 2, 3. 

"And when they had called the apostles to them, they having beaten them, 
-charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. They then 
went from the presence of the Sanhedrim, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to be dishonoured for His name."-Acts v. 40, -11. 

"For I will shew Him how many things He must Sl(ifer £or liy name's 
·sake."-Acts ix. 16. 

"They stoned Paul, and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he 
was dead."-Acts xiv. 19. 

" Exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that through mauy ti·ib·ula
tions we must enter into the kingdom of God."-Acts xiv. 22. 

"And when they had laid mauy stripes upon them, they cast them into 
prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely: who, having receiwd such a 
<:harge, cast them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks." 
-Acts xvi. 23. 

" If so be that we s1rtf'e1· with Him, that we may be gloritl.ed with 
Him. For I reckon that the su;"{f'ei·iugs of this present season are not worthy to 
be compared with the g-lory which is going to be revealed unto us. . . . 
Even as it has been written, For Thy sake we are killed all the day long; we 
were accounted as sheep for the slaughtcr.''-Rom. viii. 17, 18, 3G. 
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•· For I think that God hath set forth us the last apostles, as doomed to 
death. for ,n, are become a theatre to the world, and to angels, and to men. 
. . . ,Ye are become as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things, 
t'Yen nntil now:·--1 Cor. iY. 9, 13. 

" For as the s1,ft'e1·i11g.~ of Christ abound unto us, even so our comfort also
a bonn<leth through Christ. But whether we be afflicted, it is for your con
solation and sah-ation."-2 Cor. i. 5, 6. 

"For we which liYe are always delh-ered to death for Jesu's sake. 
::;" then death worketh in us, but life in you."-2 Cor. iv. 11, 12. 

" As ministers of God, in m.uch patience, in tribulation, in necessities,. 
distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in 
fastings.''-2 Cor. Yi. 4, 5. 

•· I count all things but loss for the excellency of knowledg·e of Christ 
Jesns, my Lord, for whom I m,ffei·ed the loss of all things ... that I may 
know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His. 
1Ntjferi11g-<."-Phil. iii. 8, 10. 

•· In e,ery thing, and in all things, I have been instructed to be filled and 
to be hungTy. both to abound and.to come short."-Phil. iv. 12. 

•· ~ ow I rejoice in my m,ffei-ings in your behalf, and fill up the things that 
are lacking of the tribulations of the Christ in my flesh in behalf of His body 
which is the Church." -Col. i. 24. 

·' For yoursel,es know, brethren, our entering in unto you, that it has not 
been found in vain; but having SU:ffered before, and been shamefully entreated, 
as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel 
of God in much co-oflict."-1 Thess. ii. 1, 2. 

" We told you beforehand that we are going to si\ffer tribulation, according 
also as it came to pass, and ye know ."-1 Thess. iii. 4. 

Ill.-The ~rFFERINGS of those who became imi(ators .of the Loi·d, of the 
apostles, and of the assemblies of Chi:ist, '.' A,nd our hope of you is stedfast, 
knowing that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so also of the consolation."· 
2 Cor. i. 7. 

"Did ye s1\ffer so many things in vain? If it be indeed in vain."
Gal. iii. 4. 

"For unto you it has been graciously bestowed in the behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe in Him, but also to suffer in His behalf."-Phil. i. 29. · 

" And ye became imitators of us, and of the Lord, having received the
word in much tribulatiou."-1 Thess. i. 6. 

'· For ye, brethren, became imitators of the assemblies of God which are in 
Judrea in Christ Jesus: for ye also suffered the same things of your own 
countrymen, e,·en as they did of the Jews .... "-1 Thess. ii. 14. 

" That ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which also 
yt su_ffer .... "-2 Thess·. i. 5. 

"But and all those willing to live godly in Christ Jesus, shall be perse
euted."-2 Tim. iii. 12. 

"Ye endured a great fight of sufferings: partly whilst ye became a theatre 
by reproaches and tribulations, and partly becoming partners of those expe
riencing the same ; for ye suffered with those in bonds, and received with JOY 
the spoiling of your possessions .•.• "-Heb. x. 32-34. 

"Remember those in bonds as those who have been bound with them, those· 
being evil entreated as being yourselves also in the body."-Heb. xiii. 3. 

'· If ye su_ff'er on account of righteousness, happy are ye."-1 Pet. iii. 14. 
" Rejoice inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sieferings, that, when 

His glory is revealed, ye may rejoice exulting .... Wherefore let them also
that .,u.ffer according to the will of God commit their souls in well-doing unto a 
faithful Creator" (1 Pet. iv. 13, 19), knowing that the same sieferings are 
aceornplished in our brethren in the world. 

"But the God of all grace, who called you unto His eternal glory in Christ 
J esuti, having s1(tfered a little while, Himself shall perfect, stablish, strengthen 
you."-1 Pet. Y. HJ. 

IV.-Besides these sufferings for the truth's sake, there are judgments or 
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ehastiscments 011 the flcAh in the way of diRcipline, aA AickneAA, handing over 
to Satan, riml rlcrith, which were brought on the disobedient in the aAAemhly flf 
Hori by the apostles. The accounts of Korah, Achan, Nadah and Ahihu, 
Hophni and l'hineas, Uzza, and many instances of God's inrlgmentH on His 
people IHrnel under the first covenant also show how Gori was dealing with 
flesh then. . Job passed through •1;tferiny in flesh, hut not in the way of jmlg
ment, but rather trial and instruction. Ananias and Sapphira, the incestuour; 
man in the assembly at Corinth, those who were judged or chastened for 
excesses at the Supper, Hymensus and Alexander, and those who were sick 
in the assembly (James v. 13-15), are instances. 

There are also occasions of •1itferiuy in flesh with God's prophets and 
apostles incident to the service to which they are caller!, by which they learn 
His will, prove His power to sustain, and are fitted for special service as with 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Paul, with the thorn in the flesh, and others.· 

There are suffering.~ of a different character as evil-doers, as the thief on 
the cross, those punished by magistrates or rulers, or suffering at the hands of 
men by violence and oppression in war. Some suffer from puhlic calamities, as 
in the case of the fall of the tower of Siloam, or earthquake, or shipwreck, 
or famine. Then there are Sl\fferiu,qs common to men from their birth, for 
sinful flesh and suffering are inseparable-sometimes from the elements, or 
the sun, or deformation of body, or injury, or from disease inherited or 
acquired by excesses, and with not a few through the infirmity of age and the 
burden of the flesh. 

"For we know that all creation groans together and travails together until 
now. And not only so, but ourselves also ... groan within ourselves, wait
ing for sonship, the redemption of our body."-Rom. viii. 22, 23. 

"Neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more: the first 
things have passed away."-Rev. xxi. 4. · 

THE LATE MR. GEORGE WYARD. 
THE name of "George \Vyard," who wg.s for some years at Soho, has a 
fragrance in the hearts and minds of not a few in the present day. His son, 
Mr. George Wyard, the subject of this brief notice, has for some few years heen 
associated with some of the Strict and Particular Churches as a preacher of the 
Gospel. He has been suddenly summoned home, and, we regret to say, left 
a family of young ones totally unprovided for. The following brief details 
are from his son :-

" On Sunday, August 25th, my father preached at Boro' -green, Kent, 
where he had supplied some few Sundays recently, and, though not feeling 
very well, got through the day all right, and was very happy in the service. On 
the Monday morning· he intended to return home, but was seized with excessive 
diarrhooa and vomiting, and the friends there wished him to see a doctor, but 
he objected, preferring to get home, where, on his arrival ii. the evening, he 
was induced to have medical advice; but, we are grieved to say, he succumbed 
to weakness and exhaustion attendant upon the attack. We did not surmise 
the end was so near ; he was unconscious all Thursday night, and on Friday 
morning, August 30th, breathed his last at his residence, Henderson-road, 
Forest Gate. He peacefully passed away, and we have no doubt he is now in 
the presence of our risen and exalted Saviour. 

"His remains were interred in the Cemetery, at Ilford, ou Tuesday, Sep
tember 3rd, when Mr. French, pastor of the W oodgrange Baptist Church, 
Forest-gate, kindly officiated.- GEORGE E. WYARD, 13, Relf-road. Peck
road, S.E." 

THE LATE JAMES DA WSOX. 
DEAR Sm,-In behalf of his widow, I beg to inform you that James Dawson, 

many years a preacher of the Gospel in the Strict Baptist body, passed away 
on Friday, Sept. 13th, 1895, in his 84th year.-Yours sincerely, Tuo,us 
OAKMAN, G3, Ashburnham-grove, Greenwich, S.E., Sept. lGth, ltl95. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
THE TEXTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1895. 
A xi:-MBER of anniversaries connected 
with the Denomination we represent 
being held on Tuesday, Sept. 10, we 
have thought fit to place them alpha
betically. We thank the various con
tributors for sending on in good time. 
The first in order is 

BROMLEY, KENT. 

This is quite an infant cause, only 
two years old. Four years ago two 
lo,ers of "the truth as it is in Jesus" 
met in a r:oom f_or reading and prayer; 
others umted with them; they hired a 
shop: then erected an iron building. 
Two years ago a Church was formed, 
and on the above date the second anni
versary of forming the Church was 
held. when Mr. John Box preached in 
the afternoon; his testimony was well 
received and much appreciated. In a 
very homely way tea was served, and 

""The fellowship of kindred minds" 

enhanced by the presence of brother 
Isaac Ballard. was much enjoyed. At 
1,.1;; the evening meetino- commenced 
by singing from Hymn'.°-sheet No. 1 
published by R. Banks and Son. Th~ 
chairman. John W. Banks, read a por
tion of Scripture. and brother Adam 
Dalton supplicated the throne of grace. 
The chairman tried to say a few words 
by way of encouragement to the friends 
to persevere in the name and strength 
of the Lord, a::i.d prosperity would 
follow. Brother Lockwood gave an 
encouraging report, which spoke of 
peace. love and unitv. Addresses were 
given by brethren Box, I. C. Johnson, 
Copeland. J. H. Lynn, E. White, and S. 
Ban½:s. The congregations were good, 
smgmg good. speeches good, and collec
tions good. Friends prav for the pros
perity of the cause at Bromley, Kent. 
The same day, at 

CATERHAM VALLEY, SURREY, 
a new chapel was opened. X o place of 
truth being within eight miles a few 
friends gathered about two y~rs ago, 
who, being encouraged by the Lord and 
the coming toget~er of His people, were 
re?ently formed mto a Church by E. 
M1tche~ and others, and now they 
have built a house for His name which 
is henceforth to be known as ' 

EBEXEZER STRICT BAPTIST CHAPEL. 

The opening day was an auspicious 
occasion, the preachers being brethren 
Steadman, of Burgess-hill, and C. 
Hemmington, of Devizes. Our good 
brother Frank Pool (formerly a member 
at '.\fount Zion, Chadwell-street), says: 
·· We have had a struggle to erect this 
place, which is now open for Divine 
worship, and I can say from my heart, 
wt are as one-

A PEOPLE BOUND TOGETHER 
for the furtherance of God's truth and 
~ospel. We truly believe the Lord was 
m our midst at these services, while 
brethren 

STEADMAN AND HEMMINGTON 

preached the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. l\1:r. Steadman set forth the 
depravity of the human heart, and on 
the dark background exhibited the 
saving power of the Gospel through a 
precious Christ to poor needy sinners. 
Mr. Hemmington very sweetly spoke 
of the work of the Spirit, without whose 
a_id nothing would prosper." Collec
tions nearly £12. The friends here still 
require over £100. 

HOMERTON Row. 
On Lord's-day, Sept. 8th, we were 

privileged to hold our 75th anniversary. 
Our pastor preached in the morning, 
and brother F. C. Holden, of Limehouse 
in the evening. On the following Tues'. 
day, brother J. Bush, of Kingston, 
preached in the afternoon, and brother E. 
Beecher, of Shouldham-street, in the 
evening. Brother W. Jeyes Styles was 
engaged, but he sent us a telegram the 
last thing to say he was ill, and the 
doctor forbade him to leave his bed. 
The friends were disappointed, but 
brother Beecher, who was present, 
kindly undertook to take his place. He 
preached an excellent sermon, so that 
the Lord graciously appeared for us. 
We can truly say that the Lord is in 
our midst. Our pastor has now been 
with us 4½ years, and during that time 
60 have been added to the Church. We 
had a goodly number to tea. The 
attendance was better than usual, 
though there were several meetings on 
the same day. The collections were 
good, amounting to £10 8s. 3d. We 
have reason to thank God and take 
courage. To His name be all the 
praise.-J. H. 
LIMEHOUSE-ELIM SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 

On Sunday, Sept. 8th, services were 
commenced in connection with the first 
anniversary of the opening of the new 
schoolroom, when two excellent ser
mons were preached, in the morning by 
our dear pastor, Mr. F. C. Holden, and 
in the evening by Mr. Belcher, of 
Homerton-row. 

The services were continued the fol
lowing Tuesday, at 3.15, when Mr, 
Mitchell, of Chadwell-street, delivered 
a sound and appropriate discourse. The 
preacher expressed the desire that the 
special work of grace may be carried 
on in the hearts of the young, from 
amongst whom our places, our chapels, 
and our pulpits are to be filled in time 
to come. For if they do not fill ours, 
they certainly will those of others; 
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therefore we have every reason and 
encouragement to pray that God will 
dethrone sin and Satan in the hearts 
of the young. 

The evening meetinl( was commenced 
by singing, " Our God, our help in ages 
IJast," after which the chairman, Mr 
John Piggott, read Exodus xv,, and 
called upon Mr. Chandler to engage in 
prayer. Mr, Holden made a brief state
ment, in which be said that although 
there were matters in relation to the 
building debt, &c., that caused a little 
anxiety, yet there was reason to hope 
that the Lorn would provide, because 
essentially it was His cause, yet we 
must not lose sight of the fact that 
relatively it is ours. The chairman 
delivered. his opening address from 
Exodus xv. 2, and said in the efficient 
carrying on of all work strength was 
needed, and in connection with the 
Sabbath-school love as well as strength 
must be possessed, and both must come 
from the Lord. Mr. Bush sweetly 
dwelt upon the lovingkindness of the 
Lord. Mr. G. J. Baldwin followed with 
a detailed account· in connection with 
the building fund. "Grace, 'tis a 
charming sound, "was then heartily sung 
and Mr. Chilvers addressed the meeting 
from two words, "Even now," and was 
followed by the superintendent, from 
the words, "Blessed are ye that sow." 
Mr. Marsh said Sunday-school instruc
tion was a work of love, and God would 
bless those engaged in it. " Here I 
raise my Ebenezer," and the benediction 
concluded another good day at Elim. 
Collections in all, together with dona
tions, amounted to £80.-A. H. POUNDS. 

NEW NORTH ROAD. 
Special services were held in Salem, 

Wilton-square, on Lord's-day, the 8th, 
and Tuesday, the 10th Sept. On the 
Lord's-day, brother Thomsett, of Read
ing, occupied the pulpit, and preached 
in the morning from 1 Tim. iv. 8, and in 
the evening from Isa. xxvii. 3, We had 
iood and cheering gatherings, especially 
m the evening, by the presence of many 
old and much-loved friends, and our 
souls were made glad. May it be seen 
that God is with us. On the following 
Tuesday our brother Marsh preached 
in the afternoon, from Isa, xliii. 4. We 
felt it good to be there. Tea was served 
to a goodly "'athering. In the evening 
our esteemea friend, Mr. Thos. A. Smith, 
of Walthamstow, occupied the chair, 
and was supported by brethren Marsh, 
Sears, Flowers, and Flegg; brother 
Chilvers being unavoidably absent 
through another and prior engagement. 
All spoke well, especially referring to 
the dear deceased old pastor, with 
kindly references to his family. At 
these meetings we have been much 
gratified to see so many of our old 
"Salemites," and trust that they found, 
as in days gone by, that " In Salem is 

His tabernacle, and His dwelling-1,lace 
in Zion." We had good collections, and 
in thankin~ our many friends for their 
kindly assistance and presence, would 
desire to takA courage and go forward, 
and that, if His will, "The time to 
favour (Salem), yea, the set time is 
come." 

STREATHAM. 
Anniversary services of Providence, 

Hambro'-road, were held on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10th. Our brother Dolbey, of the 
Surrey Tabernacle, preached in the 
afternoon, from John x. 2~, "And they 
shall never perish." There was a 
goodly number present, and we can 
truthfully say the discourse was heard 
with ·pleasure and profit. Tea was 
served and enjoyed. The evening meet
ing commenced at 6.30. The chair was 
taken by Mr. T. Green, who read the 
84th Psalm, and spoke of some of the 
benefits of Christ during the reading. 
After prayer the chairman called upon 
our old friend, Mr. Horton, of Croydon, 
who spoke from Lam. iv. 2, "The pre
cious sons of Zion." Our brother said 
they were precious in relationship, in 
redemption, in life bestowed, and also 
in their enjoyments. After singing the 
chairman called upon Mr. Parnell, who 
is no stranger at Providence, and 
founded his remarks on, "For God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to 
the humble." The next speaker was our 
very old friend, Mr. Cornwell, of Brix
ton. He chose what seemed to us 
rather a mysterious part of the Word 
of God, but said he did not believe that 
anything had been written in vain, The 
words are in Prov. xxx. 29, 30, 31. He 
said he believed it pointed to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, especially " the king 
against whom there is to be no rising· 
up." Dr. Dolbey dwelt very sweetly 
upon, "For the Lord God is a Sun a.nd 
Shield." Mr, C. Lambourne, a real 
friend to the cause, thanked chairman, 
ministers, and friends for their presence, 
countenance, and support. Mr. Bartlett 
also added a few kind words to the same 
purport. A hymn and the benediction 
by brother Cornwell closed the meet
ing-. We could say with the Psalmist. 
" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all 
that is within me bless and praise His 
holy name." The day's proceeds 
amounted to £10. 

SUDBOURNE. 
Harvest thanksgiving services were 

held on Tuesday, Sept. 10th. After 
reading and prayer being offered by 
Mr. Glasgow (Tunstall), Mr. Tooke 
(Grundisburgh) preached from Uark 
iv. 28, spiritualizing the growth of 
Christians with that of the growing 
corn. A goodly number sat down to 
tea. A public meeting was held in the 
evening, presided over by Mr. Wilson. 
After reading and pmyer by Mr. Tooke, 
suitable addresses were given by 
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'brethren Meadows, Glasg-ow, Lockwood, 
and Tooke. who said he was pleased to 
meet m once again, also to find it was 
a thanksgiving meeting in reality. 
We feel we have much to be thankful 
for in still sparing our aged pastor, 
and although unable to do duty himself, 
t,broug-b infirmities, be can superintend 
in securing supplies for us. We also 
feel grateful to the many brethren who 
have come to preach to ·.1s the good old 
Gospel. The doxology being sung, and 
a thorough good spirit being felt 
throughout the meetin!l-'s, we returned 
home greatly cheered. Collections 

-over .£4. 
TROWBRIDGE, WILTS (ZION). 

We are !!'lad to be able to give a g-ood 
report of the anniversary of this time
nonoured cause, for so many years asso
ciated with the name of dear old John 
Warburton, a man in~pired of God the 
Spirit to proclaim the glorious Gospel 
of the ever-blessed God: and to the 
present day the name of John Warbur
·tc,n is a household word in many a 
family circle. When "young" John 
visited Trowbridge he was always well 
·received, but he, like many others we 
have known, has passed over the Jordan, 
and we often think 

.. -We are to the margin come:· 
'But while the old standard-bearers are 
removed. the Lord is raising up others 
·to herald forth the good news of sa.lva.
tion, and we rejoice to know such men 
as Mr. Peet. of Shambrook, and Mr. 
11ugo Gruber, of Downton, both with 
vigour and yet on the young-er side of 

·the meridian of life, area.ctively engaged 
in the service of the Lord. The seventy
ninth a.nniversarv of Zion was held 

·Sept. 10, when Mr.-Peet prea.ched morn
ing and evening, and Mr. Gruber in the 
afternoon. The congregations were 
verv encouraging-; friends from Bath. 
Road, Bra.dley, Hilperton, Devize~, and 
other places came in goodly numbers, 
and received a hearty welcome a.t the 
hands of Messrs. Applega.te, Gore, 
Merritt. Symonds, a.nd others. About 
·130 took tea. Collections nearly £15, 
an improvement on some former years. 
Many found it good to be there, and 

. are looking forward for the time when 
Mr. Peet will be settled among them. 
We have spent some happy days here, 
and rejoice to know we have the good 
wishes of numerous Zionites. 

GLAD TIDINGS FROM 
TEDDI~GTON. 

'LAST ye~r we noticed in our column an 
attempt to establish a cause of truth 
here. After meeting together on several 
occasions at the house of one of the 
brethren to lay the matter before the 
Lord, an'.d discuss upon the doctrinal 
foundation, rules, &c., to be adopted 
, ( which I need hardly say are thoroughly 

orthodox), and the writer reporting upon 
the result of negotiations with the owner 
of the chapel (which was once held by the 
Strict Baptists), which however failed, 
it was resolved at the end of several 
succeeding meetings to leave the matter 
entirely with the Lord, wait upon Him 
in prayer, watch His directing hand, 
and, whenever His providence so 
appointed, to be ready to engage in the 
work again. And we have not had to 
wait in vain. 

Having received the offer of the chapel 
from the coming quarter da.y1 at a very 
moderate rental, _the oomm1ttee have 
entered into a.n agreement for the same, 
and hope by the good hand of our God 
upon us to be able to open for divine 
worship in November. 

The chapel will need repairing and 
cleaning, and as at present we are few, 
&;Dd bear the preilomu:~a_j;in(\' chara.cteris
t10 of the Lord's family, viz., poor, may 
I earnestly invite, on behalf of the com
mittee, any friends who have the cause 
of God and truth at heart, and can spare 
a. few sbillinga, or more, we could find 
plenty of use for it in this ritualistic and 
Arminian blighted district. 

Our good brother, pastor Mutimer, of 
Brentford, is deeply interested in the 
endeavour, and has kindly consented to 
receive any sums forwarded, and also to 
preach the opening sermon. His address 
is, l,Boston-park-road,Brentford,Middle
sex. We hope, by the Lord's blessing, to 
be able to commence in a. respectable 
way, and beside our brother Mutimer, 
have some other of the Lord's servants 
to speak on the occasion of opening; 
then at the end of a. year to form a 
Church upon Gospel principles. 

Further particulars next month. 
Yours sincerely in covenant bonds, 
A. H. WRIGHT. 

LAXFIELD.-Sept. 12, we held our 
harvest thanksgiving services; in the 
afternoon a. good compa.ny gathered 
together for prayer and praise, when we 
felt it good to listen, as one after another 
of our beloved brethren lifted their voice 
in prayer, thanking our heavenly Father 
for all His goodness to us during the past 
weeks of harvest. At 5 o'clock a.bout 
300 took tea together. We a.gain met at 
6.30, when our beloved pastor was 
enabled to preach from Ruth ii. 17, and 
many felt it good to sit and listen to his 
voice while he extolled our spiritual 
Boaz. These hearty services were 
brought to a close by singing the well
known hymn:-" All hail the power of 
Jesu's name." l\'lay it be our privilege 
to enjoy many such meetings below, and 
at last join in the great harvest home 
above.-R. J. GR.A.YSTON, Sec. 

POULNER. NEAR RINGWOOD.
Harvest thanksgiving services were 
held on Lord's-day, Sept. 8, when Mr. 
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Wm. Bhafford of Botley, near South· 
ampton, preached two sermons. On the 
next·day 11, public tea was provided, after 
which a meeting was held, the chair 
being taken bt the pastor, E. Diffey. 
After singing ' Kindred in Christ," &c .. 
Mr. J. Diffey,of Christchurch, implored 
the divine blessing. The chairman then 
gave the key-note for the meeting, which 
was, "Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all His benefits." Addresses 
followed from Messrs. Chamberlain, 
Groome, Toy, and Williamson. The 
meeting was closed with the hymn, 
"Bleat be the dear unitin1< love," &c., and 
prayer by the pastor. The collections 
were in aid of the chapel renovation 
fund. The Lord was with us in deed 
and of a truth.-E. D. 

which brother Rodwell, in a few kindly 
sentence3hthanked brethren and friends 
for their elp and sympathy. 

For some years this 011,use has been 
served faithfully by Mr. Everett, in an 
unpretentious way. Unfortunately now, 
in his declining years, he finds himself 
unequal1to the fall work of the ministry; 
and has therefore been forced to lessen 
his labours. By reason of this, the cause 
is now in a somewhat languishmg con
dition; but the friends are trusting that 
the Master, in His own set time, will 
relieve their condition, 

"Revive Thy work in Zion, Lord, 
There let Thy name be still adored: 
There let Thy constant dwellin<r he, 
Then will Thy saints rejoice in-Thee." 

-J. KNIGHTS, 

HARVEST HOME SERVICES AT CERTAIN 
WORTWELL. 

SOU~D FROM 
BOl'R~E. 

EAST-

THE advent of autumn, with its keen 
reminders of a sterner season to come, 
brings with it, by God's mercy, a con
scious sense that anticipation has been 
bettered by realisation. Sowing and 
reaping time are now, for the most part, 
fled; and the garnering of the precious 
fruit of the earth become, in most 
instances, an accomplished fact. That 
God's goodness is great, who can deny, 
seeing that He honours His own word: 
"Seed-time and harvest shall not fail,'' 
and continues to provide for the wants 
of Hie creation? 

" Joyful, then, let people come 
To celebrate the harvest home." 

In humble gratitude to the Master for 
Hie bounty, the friends who constitute 
the Church meeting in this quaint, 
ruralistic Norfolk village congregated 
together on Thursday, September 13th, 
to praise the Giver of all good gifts for 
the safe ingathering of the fruitage of 
the soil. A time-honoured custom this 
may be; but thank God 

IT NEVER STALES 

in this county-so rich with memories 
of past veteran expounders and preachers 
of the Truth. 

In the afternoon, at 2.45, Mr. J. R. 
Debnam, of Horham, preached a. power
fully pointed sermon from Psa. lxviii. 
19: "Blessed be the Lord, who daily 
loadeth us with benefits," to an audience 
certainly large for a cause so small and 
secluded. 

Following this, at 5, friends and 
visitors sat down, in the pretti!y-gar
niehed chapel, to a tea provided by the 
ladies of the congregation-to whom 
praise is due for the way, by this means, 
they contributed to the success of the 
meetings. 

In the evening, at 6.30, pastor 
Debnam occupied the chair. In the 
absence of one or two speakers, brethren 
Jarrett (Shelfanger), Hawes (Laxfield), 
and Knights, delivered addresses, after 

IN this beautiful watering place, which 
no doubt compares very fa.voura.blv with 
any other coast town in the -Cnited 
Kingdom as a health resort, as well a.s 
for its beauties, combining as it does both 
town and country, a.re bodies of religious 
sects representing a g-reat part of 
Christendom-Church of England (high, 
broad and low), reformed ditto. Roman 
Catholic, Presbyterian. Congregational, 
Wesleyan, Genera.I Baptist, Plymouth 
Brethren. Salvationists, Mission houses, 
Calvinistic. Independent, &c.; and there 
is a Strict Baptist ea.use, which no doubt 
is as a speckled bird to nearly all the re3t, 
for the Generals and semi-Ca.I vinists 
can row in the same boat. but the Strict 
Baptists of this town still adhere to the 
old-fashioned Gospel. Their chapel. a 
nice commodious building,is situated in 
GROVE-ROAD, NEAR THE RAILWAY 

STATION. 

This cause has gradually grown to its 
present dimensions by the kind ble3sing 
of the God of all grace, under the pas
torate of 

MR. H. BRADFORD, 

and he and his people remain united in 
the Gospel. 

Their anniversary took place on Wed
nesday, Sept. ll. when the preachers 
were Mr. Hazlerigg, morning and even
ing, and Mr. Ashdown in the afternoon. 
There was a, large gathering all day, 
especially in the evening. Mr. Vine, 
pastor of the Dicker Church, read the 
hvmus from Gadsby's hymn-book. Mr. 
Hazlerigg's morning text was from Eph. 
ii. 7, "Thatintheagestocome he might 
shew the exceeding riches of His grace, 
in His kindness towards us through 
Christ Jesus." 

Mr. Hazlerigg was favoured with 
liberty to treat of that wonderful grace 
referred to; he treated of its freeness to 
sensible sinners in quite a gospel way, 
which had for burdened sinners an 
encouraging sound about it. 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

Mr. Ashdown preached from Gal. iii. 
H. " That the blessing of Abraham 
might come on the Gentiles through 
.Tesus Christ: that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith." 

Mr. Ashdown spoke of the apostle's 
drift. reproYing an ung·ospel ministry; 
he spoke of it as God's curse; he showed 
th'l,t salvation was of God, and not of 
works. The sermon was solemn and 
sertrching. 

Mr. Hazlerigg, though in his 78th year, 
was enabled to come forth in the even
ing· with his bow renewed in his hand, 
being eYidently anointed with fresh oil, 
as he preached from the Song of Solomon 
,iii. 5. "Who is this that cometh up out 
of the wilderness, leaning upon her 
Re loved." 

He spoke of the wilderness, the com
ing up from it, and the Beloved; and he 
had great liberty in preachinir, which 
many felt. Thank God for His holy 
Gospel as it is preached at Grove-road 
chapel. 

The collections, which were for the 
building fund. and which ea.me sponta
neously. amounted to £7G 17s. One said, 
•· And now will I praise the Lord," and 
most assuredly the Church and people 
here. with their pastor and deacons, 
have good reason to do the same. With 
every good wish. -ONE OF ZION'S WF.LL• 
WISHERS. 

SHEFFIELD (ZroN).-The workers 
and waiters in this part of the vineyard 
were cheered on Sept. 7, by witnessing 
the obedience of three newly-tanirht 
disciples to the command of the Lord of 
glory. Journeying- dolVIl to the bap
tismal pool at Thnrlstone, a goodly 
number listened to, and enjoyed a ser
mon by Mr. J. Taylor, based npon the 
words, "If ye love Me. keep My com
mandments." About 200 g-athered round 
the pool and listened with reverential 
attention to the weighty remarks of Mr. 
E. Greenwood, who declared the Gospel 
in its fulness, freeness, and responsibili
ties. Mr. Taylor then baptized the can
didates (one sister and two brothers), 
and concluded with a short addresa. 
After tea. Mr. Greenwood preached with 
power from above, giving counsel to 
young and old, to students, and workers. 

d second occasion for rejoicing was that 
of the first Sunday-school anniversary, 
which was held on Sept. 15. The chil
dren sang their hymns with great sweet
ness. and were the ministers of instruc
tion· and encouragement. Pastor J. H. 
Snow, of Masboro', preached in the 
morning, and Mr. J. Taylor in the even
ing. Mr. J. Taylor also gave an inter
esting address in the afternoon from the 
words, "There ie a lad here." On Monday, 
llith, teachers, parents, and scholars met 
for tea and evening meeting. The sec
retary's re1,ort showed that the school 
had increased during the year, from ten 
to nearly fifty. It referred to the loss, 

through death, of one of the most 
valued tea-:ihers, but on the whole 
sounded a note of praise and encourage
ment. During the evening the scholars 
sang their hymns, and recited several 
suitable pieces, bringing back to the 
remembrance of many the days spent 
in the Sunday-schools of old. Gospel 
addresses followed and brought to a close 
an enjoyable and profitable evening.
H, J, 

SUTTON, NEAR WOODBRIDGE.-For 
a great number of years a Strict Bap
tist chapel has stood in the above 
village. The Church is composed of 
members from the surrounding villages 
some of them walking four miles to 
chapel. A tablet in the chapel, to the 
memory of one of its past deacons 
records his election as 1807. In the grave'. 
yard is buried one of its pastors Mr. 
Squirrel!, during whose ministry' the 
chapel was twice enlarged and a school
room built. Some of the old members 
often refer to the time when the chapel 
was filled to overflowing, listening to 
the old, old story of salvation by grace. 
The Church at the present time is in a 
low condition, which is accounted for 
by the migration of the rural population 
to the towns and various other causes. 
In answer to the prayer of the Church on 
Sunday, Sept. 15, after a period of four 
years, the baptismal pool was opened 
again, Pastor H. D. Tooke, of Grundis
burgh, preached in the morning, after 
which he baptized, in the name of the 
Trinity, a young sister, to whom the 
Word was conveyed by the Spirit's 
power through a message delivered by 
the late pastor, J. Cook, whose death 
was noticed in E. V. & G. H. early this 
year. Truly one sows and another reaps. 
The afternoon service was conducted by 
Mr.G. W. Gardner, of Ipswich. At the 
close of the service, the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper was attended, and our 
sister received the right hand of fellow
ship. There was a good attendance at 
each service,many expressing themselves 
that it was good to be there.-G. W. G. 

GREAT YARMOUTH.-On Aug. 11 
and 12 the twenty-first anniversary was 
celebrated at York-road chapel, Great 
Yarmouth, brother Holden, of Lime
house, preaching two sterling Gospel 
sermons on the 11th. On the 12th a tea 
meeting was held, after which a public 
meeting, presided over by brother I. R. 
Wakelin, of London, who read Psa. c. 
and four verses of Psa. ciii. Brother 
Coles, of Beccles, sought the divine 
blessing. The pastor gave a shortstate
ment of the position and prospects of 
the Church. The chairman then gave 
an address from the words, "Serve the 
Lord with gladness," &c. BrotherSapcy, 
of Claxton," He sent from above," &c.; 
brother Marsh, of Gurney-road, " Lord, 
I have loved the habitation of Thine 
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house," &c.; brother Holden," The rea.J 
and essential unity of all the children of 
God;'' brother Fairhurst, of Saxlingham, 
"Let the inhabitants of the rock sing." 
We were sorry brother Bedingfield had 
not an opportunity to give an address, 
having to leave by train rather early in 
the evening. Suitable hymns were 
heartily sung between the addresses. 
The numbers were good at all the meet
inis; we could but miss our dear old 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Pittock, who, for 
the first time out of 21 anniversaries, 
were conspicuous by their absence, but 
we know their hearts were with us. 
Our old friends in London sent us token 
of their loving regard as usual, nor did 
the chairman forget us in that matter. 
The total sum of collections, &c., was 
£9 4s. Sd .. a falling off of nearly £3, as 
compared with last year, but we trust 
many found it good to be there, and that 
lasting blessings may follow is the 
desire and prayer of the pastor, J. M. 

MARGATE (M0TTNT EPHRAIM). -
The many visitors and friends from all 
parts who are interested more or less in 
this little hill of Zion (some of whom 
may have pleasing reminiscences of 
spiritual blessings realised while wor
shipping- there for a season) will be 
gratified to learn that successful anni
versary services were held on Sunday 
and Monday, August 18th and 19th. 
Some twenty years have elapsed since 
the opening of this well-known place of 
worship were held, the sermons being 
preached by the late Mr. John Hazelton 
(of Mount Zion, Chadwell-street). 

"Many days have passed since then, 
Many changes have been seen." 

But still, through the grace and pre
serving mercy of our covenant God, the 
cause has been maintained until the 
present hour, notwithstanding that 
trials and difficulties of no mean degree 
have been and still are surrounding its 
pathway. Since the death of our late 
beloved br~ther, Mr. T. B. Voysey, who 
was permitted to labour at Mount 
Ephraim for some eleven months prior 
to being called to a big-her sphere in 
another and better worla, the Church 
has made several efforts to obta.in a 
settled ministry, but hitherto without 
success. Our brother Grimwood is at 
present in Margate for the benefit of his 
health, and is occupying the position of 
a regular minister ; but this is only a 
limited and passin~· arrangement pend
ing the unfolding of the Lord's will. 
The sermons on Lord's-day, August 
18th, were preached by Mr. T. Lawson, 
of Tunbridge Wells, and on the follow
ing afternoon our beloved friend, Mr. 
E. Marsh, of Stratford, delivered a very 
telling discourse, A tea followed, to 
which some sixty or seventy friends sat 
down, and a public meeting was held in 
the evening, over which our brother Mr. 

I. C. Johnson, of Gravesend, presided, in 
his accustomed very genial manner. 
Addresses, fervent, forcible, short, anrl 
to the point were delivered by our 
brethren Marsh, Lawson, Carter (of 
Broadstairs), and Grimwood. Brother 
Bloy, of Birchington, opened the meet
ing with prayer. Acknowledgments of 
the kind services rendered by various 
friends in connection with the tea and 
other mattera, together with a special 
vote of thanks to the venerable and 
worthy chairman, concluded a very 
plea.sing and profitable series of meet
ings, The tot:i.l of the collections 
amounted to £8 Ss. 7d.-J. M. D. 

FOREST GATE, E. (CLARDIO::<T, 32, 
DA:IIES - ROAD). - Services connected 
with the ninth anniversary of }lr. 
Mar,ferum's ministry here were held in 
the Norwich Hall on Tuesday, Septem
ber 3rd, when a very thoughtful dis
course was delivered by Mr. O. S. 
Dolbey, founded on 1 Cor. viii. 6. to an 
attentive and an appreciating audience. 
Our brother was well heard by the 
friends. We had tea at five o'clock. 
after which a public meeting was held 
at 6.30 p.m., very ably presided over by 
our esteemed brother J. F. Catchpole. 
Esq. Spiritual addresses were delivered 
by the pastor and brethren Rundell. 
Dolbey, Po1;1nds, Marsh, Lee, and Holden. 
Certainly it was a sweet season, a sacred 
feeding time to the soul. the interest 
was well sustained throughout, and the 
collections in advance of last year.
A, J.M. 

WATFORD TABERN ACLE.-Anni
versary services were held on Wednes
day, August 28th. Mr. Wren, of Bed
ford, preached to a good congregation in 
the afternoon from Col. i. 1,, a precio'l.s 
discourse which will long be remem
bered by us. His thoughts were the 
Word of the Gospel, the mi5sion of the 
Gospel, the Gospel a fruit-producer, the 
Gospel a revealing power, and placed 
before us the precious Gospel as the rule 
of our lives and the power of preachers, 
not only to saints but sinners. Our 
pastor, Mr. Thoma,, presided at the 
evening meeting, and. after a few 
words, called on brother Jones, of New 
Cross, who addressed us on the word 
"Redemption," showing its perfection 
and grandeur and our security, showing 
that God was satisfied, Christ was satis
fied, and the saints satisfied. Brother 
White, of Wool wich, spoke on " Faith ": 
"Believe on the Lord, your God : so 
shall ye be established," bringing out the 
precious relationship of the saints to God 
.):)yJesus Christ. Mr. Weston then spoke 
1rom the words, "Turn thou unto thy 
God,·• illustrating his speech from the 
flowers around us, showing that all the 
diversity of growth and colour was the 
effect of the sun of nature, so all the 
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variety found in the va.rious members 
of the Ohurch \lroceedoo from Christ, 
the Sun of Righteousness. Brother 
Wileman. of St. Alba.us. then spoke 
from the words, " It ma.y be that the 
Lord will work foi· us," taking the 
" ma.y be.'' one saying, " He will work 
for us,'' Our pastor then summed up 
the speeches, dwelling on the central 
thought of ea.eh address, using the 
words-redemption, faith, fellowship, 
a.nd encouragement. ,ve a.re deeply 
tha.nkful to our covena.nt Lord for all 
His mercies to us as a Church. Unity, 
pea.ce. a.nd love reigns in our midst, and 
we feel that we are kept and covered by 
our Lord. Ma.ny friends from neigh
bouring Churches were with us. and we 
thank God and take coura.ge," as we 
move forwa.rd. To His name be all the 
glory. 

WITLEY, S"C"RREY (MISSION 
CHAPEL).-Services to commemora.te 
the tenth anniversary were held on 
Wednesday, September 4th. A sermon 
was preached in the afternoon by Mr. 
Bonney from Hos. xii. 4. Mr. Thoma.s 
King presided at the public meeting in 
the evening. Mr. Cooper opened the 
meeting with prayer. Mr. Kin!l's ad
dress wa.s ba.sed on Psa. xxxi. 7, ' Thou 
ha.st known my soul in adversity." Mr. 
Ayling, who, with the help of Mr. 
Chubb. conducts the services on Lord's
day evenings, and also a little meeting 
on Sunda.y afternoons at Chiddingfold, 
n.n adjoining villa.ire, spoke of his con
nection with the Mission, and acknow
ledged the help and kindness received 
from Mr. Billin!I', of Guildford. and 
other friends. Mr. William Nash, of 
Egham. gave an inspiring address on 
the "Blessed Man•· (Psa.. i.). Mr. 
Billing-, who had missed his way to the 
chapel, spoke on the importance of 
"being kept in the right path." Mr. P. 
Pickett. the Sunday-school superinten
dent of the Old Meeting, Guildford 
(under the successive pastorates of Mr. 
Kern, Mr. E. Mitchell. and Mr. Realffl, 
was asked to address the meeting. He 
said, alluding to the chairman's name, 
as he had been asked by a "king" to 
speak, he must obey, and spoke on 
"Loyalty to King Jesus." Mr. Cooper, 
of Mayford, Mr. Mills, of Haslemere, 
and other friends, were present to 
encourage brother Ayling- and wish 
God-speed to the little Mission. Mr. 
Hendry, of Lowestoft, but formerly 
assisted brother Ayling- in his work, 
wrote a very kind letter (read at the 
meeting), enclosing 7s. 6d. towards 
current expenses. AJ:.out 70, including 
children, partook of tea between the 
services. Mr. Ayling, a member of the 
Guildford Church, who opened these 
meetings during the pastorate of Mr. E. 
Mitchell, engaged all the week himself 
as a country builder and brickmaker, is 

much in need of brethren to help in the 
services on Lord's-days. If the Lord 
moved the hearts of any friends con
nected with London Churches who 
might contempla.te retiring to the 
country, he would be truly glad to 
welcome them, Gifts, talents, are not 
needed. The help and humble service of 
those with a little grace in the soul, a 
little love in the heart, and truth in the 
mind, would be a blessing to the vil
lag-ers and those who render it. Should 
this meet ';he eye of one who has lately 
said " What shall I render unto the 
Lord for all His benefits toward me? " 
perhaps such will seek divine guidance 
first, and then write to Mr. J, Ayling, 
Chiddingfold. Surrey. (Written by re
quest.)- J. B.-fP.S.-Chiddingfold 
and Witley is a healthy locality, most 
beautiful scenery, and about one hour 
from Waterloo Station.] 

PLEASANT PROCEEDINGS AT 
POPLAR. 

THOSE who were favoured to be present 
at the services held at Bethel Cha]?el, 
Poplar, on Sept. 3, in commemoration 
of the thirteenth anniversary of our 
beloved brother Noyes' pastorate, will 
not soon forget the happy and profitable 
time experienced on that occasion. It 
could be truly said by each one,'' It wa.s 
good for me to be there." The little
sanctuary, which had just been reno
vated, looked the picture of cleanliness 
and neatness. In the afternoon brother 
White preached an excellent sermon 
from John x. 16, speaking of the choice
which was unchanging, and how G:xl 
had chosen them to eternal life and 
salvation, then of the equipment, the 
design, and the resource, all of which 
he explained as encouragements to 
brother Noyes in his minieterial 
labours. 

Our dear brother Abbott, whom we 
are always pleased to welcome, with his 
kind genial manner, presided over the 
evening meeting, which position he ad
mirably filled. Hymn 900 (Denham's 
Selection) was heartilysnng, and Psa. i. 
read, when brother William Webb en• 
gaged in deep, heartfelt, fervent prayer, 
req nesting most earnestlf that the meet
ing about to follow might be to the 
glory of God and to the lifting up and 
strengthening of His dear children, and 
such it was sweetly realised to be. 

After a few opening remarks from t~e 
chairman, brother Holden expressed his 
pleasure at bein!f present to congratulate 
his neighbouring minister, brother 
Noyes on his thirteen years' pastorate, 
and t~ok for his text, "It is a goo~ 
thing to give thanks unto the Lord d' 
(Psa. xcii. 1). When he remembere 
the Lord's goodness in upholding, sus
taininir, and supplying brother Noy~s 
with all that he stood in need of. He 
felt sure there was abundant cause to 
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give thanks unto the Lord. Firstly, 
beoause it was right so to do; secondly, 
it was acceptable; thirdly, beneficial; 
and lastly, stimulating to others. 

Brother F. C. Gray founded his re
marks on the words of the Queen of 
Sheba. When she came to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon, and had spoken to 
him on this matter, she said, "Blessed 
be the Lord thy God, which delighted 
in thee " (1 Kings x. 9). 

Another hymn was sung, after which 
brother Box referred to the shipping 
interest of Poplar, dwelling mostly on 
the "life-line." This was followed by 
a. few remarks from brother Phillips, 
who had had the privilege and honour 
of renovating the chapel. 

Brother Sears gave a. bright address, 
takinir for his subject "God's love to 
us." Brother Jones, after congratulat
ing brother Noyes, gave a. sound and 
stirring address from the words, " We 
preach Christ, and Him crucified." 
Brother Parnell bore testimony to the 
prosperity of God's people, speaking 
upon Psa. cxxii. 6, "They shall prosper 
that love thee"; brother White follow
ing with some savoury remarks on 
" Our love to God " being a reflex or 
outflow of "God's love to us," which 
had been previously expounded. 

The chairman, together with the 
brethren on the platform, were thanked 
by brother Noyes for their kindness in 
coming. "Praise God," &c., was sung, 
and the benediction pronounced. Thus 
terminated another happy season in the 
courts of the Lord. So says-

A CHILD WHO WAS THERE, 

RAMBLES IN SUFFOLK. 
YES, it is TRUE-there still are many 
things of interest and pleasure, even in 
Suffolk; though so ma.nyare constantly 
going from our county seeking rest, 
recreation, and plea.sure elsewhere. Yet 
wherever we may roam-gazing upon 
the sea, and feeling its breeze fanning 
our faces; or visiting some of our places 
of industry, combined with lovely rural 
walks down verdant green slopes, sur
rounded by evergreens, may afford us 
muoh pleasure, and be verv refreshing 
and invigorating-yet it is Zion and her 
services, the city of the great King, 
that possesses the greatest attractive 
power to home-going pilgrims. 

Lord's-day, Aug. 11, we were favoured 
to spend in the neat, clean little chapel 
situate in the village of 

BLA.KENHAM, SUFFOLK. 
It is the soene of the labours of, and a 
si;ot greatly loved by, that dear, loving, 
gentle, faithful servant of God, now in 
heaven, Mr. W. Houghton. To know 
him was to love him. We remember 
him ooming to preaoh at Stoke Ash. 
We remember his chaste, pure, terse 
conversation in seciety, and, oh! those 
that heard his last Assooiation prayer 

at Halesworth, May, !,~.~~. will never
no, never-forget it. Here follows an 
extra.et praying for Mr. Hill, who waA 
appointed to preach the morning- ser
mon on the second day. Brother 
Houghton said: " 0 Lord, we pray that 
Thou wouldst help our brother Hill to 
preach this morning. We remember 
him when he was but a stripling hoy; 
now he has become old and grey-headed, 
forsake him not." Three ministers, we 
think, were also welcomed to the Asso
ciation that same year. viz .. brethren 
Marsh, Northfield, and Denmee. Pray
ing for them, brother Houghton said: 
"A few years ago we were somewhat 
saddened when minister after minister 
was ta.ken away; but, ah! Lord, Thou 
knewest where the lads were, and now, 
Lord, we a.re surrounded by a band of 
earnest. godly, steadfast pastors." There 
is a. tablet to his memory in the chapel, 
but a far greater, more lasting one. in 
the hearts of many of us who knew him. 
How often do present pleasures awaken 
happy memories of the past. In Blaken
ha.m Chapel the writer once heard dear 
brother Winters preach, but he too has 
gone home. Death makes gaps, takes 
our loved ones from us, but also opens 
to us the glory gates of a better world. 

"We are battling with the storms, 
While they have gained the shore, 

And thon~h we miss their absent form~, 
Faith whispers,' Gone before.'" 

Adjoining the chapel is a nice burying 
g,round, where the bodies of three loved 
deacons and other dear ones were laid 
to rest. One was quite a new grave, 
where, on Aug. 8, the body of 

MRS. E. MOORE, OF CL..I.YDON, 
was deposited for earth to take care of 
until the resurrection morn. ~Ir. R. C. 
Bardens and Mr. E. Haddock. late 
Bla.kenha.m pastor, officiated. The ~er
vice was solemn and impressive. We 
were told, by some who knew her well, 
that Mrs. Moore. though not a member, 
was one of the Lord's quiet, secret rlis
ciples, ola.ssed among that large number 
who love the Lord, love His Word, love 
His house, love His people, anJ 

YET KEEP OUTSIDE 
the Church on earth (such little think 
what they lose). She had attended 
Blakenham about sixteen years. The 
last five years of her life she was 
afflioted, so could not go to His house; 
but Christ was precious to her in her 
declining days. She passed away from 
earth Aug. I, aged seventy-seven years. 

On Aug. 11 Mr. Welton, from Ipswich, 
preached morning and evening, Mr. 
R. C. Ba.rdens in the afternoon. The 
preacher's prayer was full of tender 
pathos and feelinir as he committed the 
bereaved to the Lord. His text was 
John xvii. 24. He spoke of God the 
Father, he spoke of Christ, spoke kindly 
and gently to the bereaved and of the 
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departed. We here g·h•e an extract from 
his sermon:-" Why did our dear de· 
parted sister used to sit in the seat there 
and the tear trickle down her cheek 1 
B~ca.use Christ said respecting· her, 
'' Father, I will." &c. The precious 
blood has wonderful effect. There must 
be unity. God loYes every one that is 
there, and every one that is there loves 
Him in return. O11r dear sister has 
gone home, a quickened one, a washed 
one, to behold His glory. and will not 
come back. nor write a letter to tell us 
about it. Oh : 

'\'\HAT A SOXG SHE IS SINGING 
TO·DAY. 

My dear young friends, may it be well 
with you, ma.y you be ready when He 
calls." One young man, who listened 
with marked attention to this sermon, 
met with an accident. and before the 
next Sunday morning ea.me was in 
glory, leaving a good testimony behind 
him that he ha.d gone to be with Jesus. 
Blakenham is now without a pastor, but 
there is a large sphere a.nd plenty of 
work for a hardworking servant of 
God. 

On Ang. 18 we find ourselves at Zoar, 
Ipswich. Again memories of the past 
are stirred. We think of dear brother 
Cozens, and of happy days gone by; but 
though many who used to la.hour at 
Zoar have removed or gone home, God 
is still there. and is blessing the labours 
of brother R. C. Bardens. May the 
L ,rd bless His Churches everywhere! 
Mav Suffolk still be renowned for 
eminent servants of God, and useful. 
vigorous, healthy Churches! At 

STOKE A.SB, SUFFOLK, 
the 90th anni.ersary services were held 
on Lord's-day. Sept. 8. and a right good 
day we bad. Mr. G. W. Shepherd came 
and preached to us in eloquent strains 
the grand old Gospel, to the joy and 
delight of bis hearers. The day wae 
fine, congregations at all three services 
large, collections very satisfactory. May 
the Lord add His blessing !-P. BARRELL. 

ment to Him. Gth. Because we should 
not be n.shamed to own Him, as He has 
not been ashamed to own us. 7th. The 
proper way into the Church militant 
and the Lord's table, on the ground of 
Scripture teachinfil'-viz., regeneration, 
profession, admiss10n. Whom baptize 1 
Those who are first called by grace. 
led to the footstool of repentance, and 
feel their interest in Him who hath 
called them out of darkness into light. 
-G.W.F. 

COBHAM, SURREY (EBENEZER).
On Wednesday, Sept. 4, our anniversary 
services were celebrated, when the Lord 
enabled Mr. F. C. Holden,of Limehouse, 
to preach two sound experimental ser
mons, comforting to the aged and cheer
ing to the young. After the benediction, 
before parting, we sang from Mr. Win
ter's Sunday-school Hymnal-

" God be with you till we meet again, 
Bv His counsels gnide, uphold yon, 
With His sheep securely fold you, 

God be with you till we meet again." 
Tea was supplied between the services, 
and we found the communion of saints 
to be helpful. Mr. Turner, our pastor, 
assi2ted.-E. M. 

DELIGHTFUL DOINGS AT DEAR 
OLD DEVIZES. 

[WE have been favoured to visit this clean 
little town on several occasions; the Old 
Baptist Chapel is in a very quiet part of 
the town, with a nice square fore-conrt in 
which the remains of some ancient 
pilgrims are deposited. The chapel stands 
like a palace bnilt for God, and as an in
terior the perfection of cleanliness, and 
withal, a man faithful in the truth, nn
:linching in defence of the ordinances of 
God's honse, which are contended for in a 
loving and intelligent way. The follow
ing will be read with interest.-J. W. B.] 

WEDNESDAY, Sept. 4, was a good day at 
the Old Baptist Chapel, Devizes, for in 
this ancient sanctuary the truths of the 
blessed Gospel sounded forth, and the 
bnildinl? was jubilant with song to the 
triune God.· 

This cause of truth, known to-day as 
MARCH, CA.MBS. (PROVIDENCE).- the Old Baptist Church, was begun in 

On Tuesday evening, Aug. 27th, we 16!5 by some godly soldiers in 
were favoured to meet for public wor- CR0llIWELL's ARMY 
ship and to witness that beautiful (who were located here) meeting in a 
ordinance of believers' baptism, and house for reading the Scriptures and 
felt indeed it was good to be there. Our prayer. 
beloved pastor seemed verymucbhelQed In 1649, it was known as the" Congre· 
and blessed through the service. His gation of baptized believers in th_n 
text was John i. 2.'i, "Why baptizest Devizes;' and from that day to this 
thou?" and dealt very instructing and God has stood by His people, enabling 
very helpful, in the following manner: them to maintain His pure truth, and 
1st, Question, Why should we baptize? contend for that form of sound words 
2nd, Also contended that baptism is in which is according to Scripture. In its 
accordance with the Word. 3rd, Because early days some of the ejected Noncon
it is the example and command of our formists were the ministers, whose 
precious Redeemer. 4th. Represents the labours were signally owned of God. 
baptismal sorrows and sufferings of In the year 1780, the eh.ape! had 
Christ. 5th. Because it is obeying His I becomedilapidated,anewonewastber~
<:ommandments and shows our attach- fore built in a better situation. This 
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one has been well oared for, and is to
day in excellent repair with all its sur
roundings, and stands marked with the 
loving care of those who have and do 
venerate the place. 

About 18:10, Mr. Roger Hitchcock, who 
had been a Church of England minister, 
was pastor, and baptized in the chapel in 
18:!2 that man of blessed memory, 
William Tiptaft, when he came out of 
the Establishment. 

In 1880 we celebrated the centenary of 
the building by special services; since 
which those special services have been 
annually observed. Sept. 4 this year 
was the day chosen. Mr. Sinden in the 
morning preached from those sweet 
words, " The Son of man came to seek 
and save that which was lost," a faith
ful, loving, God-honouring discourse, 
showing the utterly lost state of man
kind, the great condescension and love 
of the blessed God-man in coming, the 
object for which He came, to magnify 
the riches of His grace by saving lost 
sinners and bringing them to His own 
kingdom and glory. Mr. Peel in the 
afternoon took up "Blessed is the man 
whom Thou choosest," &c. Mr. Sinden in 
the evening discoursed sweetly from a 
portion of Solomon's Song. We had our 
usual good company at all the services, 
many friends from the neighbouring 
towns and villages being present, nearly 
200 took tea at the Town Hall, which 
tea had all been given as well as pro
vided by members of the Church and 
congregation. The Lord's presence was 
known and felt amongst us, and when 
we finished up with " Crown Him Lord 
of all," many of us wished the services 
had only just begun. 

The Lord's name be praised for His 
abundant goodness to us. We are still 
under the pastoral care of our beloved 
minister, Mr. Remington, who has now 
been with us 23 years; we enjoy the 
means of grace, and, as a Church, we 
are in perfect union. One thing we 
want, that is to see others being wrought 
upon by the Holy Spirit and brought in 
amongst us. This He helps us to pray 
for, and to live in hope that He will in 
His own good time give us our desire. 

" Let us sing !Ind join the chorus 
Of the saints enthroned ,on high, 

Here they trusted Christ before us, 
Now thoir praises fill the sky. 

He has wash'd them in His blood, 
He has brought them home to God." 

RECOGNITION OF MR. H. E. 
BOND AT LEYTON. 

OUR readers may recollect that we pub
lished in the August issue an account 
of the origin of the came at Leyton, 
and also the formation of the Church. 
It is now our privilege to record the 
reoognition of brother H. E. Bond as 
pastor of the recently formed Churoh. 

We give but a brief notice of the 
event this month, as in a future number 

(D.V.) we shall give a sketch of the 
eventful and interesting career of Mr. 
Bond. 

The recognition services were held 
on Tuesday, Sept. 17, on which occasion 
Mr. R. E. Sears presided, and commenced 
by singing-

" Dear Rhephercl of Thy people, here 
Thy presenee now dhplay: 

AB Thou ha~t given a p1a.r:e for prayer, 
So give us he'1rts to prn y :· 

Mr. W. Webb, late of Southampton, 
read the Scriptures and prayed. Mr. 
F. C. Holden stated, in a concise and 
telling way, 

THE NATURE OF A GOSPEL CHuRCH. 

which was listened to with marked 
attention and profit. At the conclusion. 

Mr. Sears asked Mr. Bond to state his 
call by grace; thfa, with its many tell· 
ing incidents, will be given by-and-bye, 
together with his call to the ministry. 

At 5.25 the afternoon service con
cluded, and when the outward man had 
been refreshed, 

THE EVENING SERVICE 

C!)mmenceq by. singing "Blest be the 
tie that binds;' &c. Mr. F. J. Catch
pole, who presided, read Psa. c=xii., 
and Mr. Flower engaged in prayer. The 
chairman said he would not take up 
time by making any remarks, as there 
was so much to attend to, but imme
diately called on Mr. Bond to state his 
reasons for accepting the 

CALL 'TO THE PASTORATE. 

In reply, Mr. Bond said after preaching 
to the people for several months, and 
God's blessing resting on the word, on 
this and other grounds he accepted the 
unanimous and hearty wish of the 
Church to the pastorate. Mr. Gibbens, 
representing the Chnrch, ga,e very 
clear and satisfactory reasons for 
making choice of Mr. Bond. 

At the reqnest of Mr. Catchpole, Mr. 
Bond now gave an account of the doc
trines he intended to preach and the 
Church order he would maintain. 

'fhese being according to New Testa
ment principles, and consequently advo
cated by the Strict and Patticular 
Baptists, were quite satisfactory. The 
members of the Church were then 
asked to stand up and publicly ratify 
the ohoioe of Mr. Bond as their pastor. 

Mr. Sears then proceeded to unite 
hands of pastor and deacon, and offered 
some very useful remarks, praying that 
the union may, by the blessin~ of God 
the Holy Spirit, be long, lastmg, and 
prosperous. 

Mr. J.E. Flegg, of Wood,,rreen, offered 
the ordination prayer, which savoured 
of an aged experience, and was most 
suitable to the occasion. 

° Come, let us join our cheert'nl songs," 
to "Nativity," led by Mr. Smith, of 
Walthamstow, being heartily sung, Mr. 
H. F. Noyes gave 
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THE ('HARGE TO THE PASTOR, 

foun<led on the words in 1 Tim. iv. 16, 
"Take heed unto thyself, and unto the 
doctrine: continue in them," &c. Under 
the gracious influence of the Holy Spirit 
our ~elf-denying brother Noyes gave a 
very comprehensive, scriptural, honest. 
an<l telling charge. We have heard 
many "charges" to ministers, but none 
more pote_nt, m<?re to the point, and 
withal delivered ma most unpret,mding 
way._ llir. _E._ Marsh. the nearest neigh
bouring mm1ster to the cause at Leyton 
delivered the ' 

CHARGE TO THE CHURCH, 

taking for his text 1 Cor. i. 10. Brother 
l\farsh very cogently worked out each 
sentence of the text; there was a true 
scriptural ring right throug-h the dis
course. 

A few words from llir. W. Chisnall 
J. W. Banks, and Mr. Bond brought th~ 
happy event to a close. 

In the evening the chapel was full 
among whom were friends Everett: 
Archer (Acton). Ince (Little Alie
street). Smith (Waltha.mstow). 

God bless and prosper pastor and 
people at Leyton, prays-J. W. B. 

CROWLE, DO~CASTER. - Special 
·harvest services in connection with the 
above Church were held on Sept. 15 and 
16. On Sunday, 15th, Mr. C. J. Rendell 
preached three excellent and spiritually 
helpful sermons to very good congrega
tions-the evening congregation being 
~specially crowded. Hymns appropriate 
to the harvest season were very heartily 
sung by the choir and congregation, 
Miss Patchett, of Grimsby, presiding at 
the harmonium. On the following day 
(Monday) a public tea. was provided in 
the schoolroom, the necessary provisions 
for the tea being- the volunteered gifts of 
many friends, mainly members of the 
Church. The fact of the tea being solely 
under the management of the young 
unmarried ladies of the Church was a 
notable feature of the occasion-the 
married ladies having cheerfnlly stood 
aside that this might be so-and cer
tainly the tea was served in excellent 
style. All the tables were more than 
fnll, rendering it necessary for :many to 
wait for a second oourse. After the tea, 
a public meeting followed in the chapel, 
at which Mr. J. H. Amery, of Keadby, 
presided, in the absence of W. Best, Esq.7 
who was advertised to be present, but 
was unable to attend. Very excellent 
and savoury addresses were given by the 
various speakers. The chairman spoke, 
first, of the material offerings o! first 
fruits to God, and then sweetly led on 
the thoughts to the higher spiritual 
offerings of consecrated lives; Mr. Camp 
followed with some sweet thoughts on 
being co-workers with God, the high 
privilege bestowed upon the saints by 
grace; Mr. Rendell then spoke on Com-

panionship: or, Sons and Heirs; and the 
pastor:, Mr. W._ Rowton-Parker, took up 
the tr1pple subJect- Consecration by the 
Grace of God; Co-operation, or Co
workers with God by His Spirit and 
Compani<:m.ship ~ith God, as ad~pted 
sons and Jomt-heirs, the whole being the 
fruit of electing love, sovereign mercy 
and regenerating grace. Another hymn 
of praise and the benediction olosed a 
most profitable and inspiring meeting 
The collections and services throughout 
were excellent. 

COMFORTABLE THOUGHTS. 
ABuNpANT in lovingkindness of a 
truth 1s Jehovah of Israel. His mercy 
reacheth to t~e hea. vens ; His love is 
broad, deep, high ; His provisions are 
bountiful, and suitable to all who fear 
Him. His tender mercy hath not only 
ordained a way of escape from eternal 
wrath, but as amply provided for every 
need and circumstance which the pil
grims from the " city of Destruction " 
to the "city which hath foundations" 
might require or call for. Delivered 
from sin, and extricated from bondage 
the Christian ha.th a journey to travel' 
and that a dani:rerous and difficult one'. 
Through a wilderness described as a 
maze, where all manner of oppositions 
a.bound, numerous foes (some secret 
some open), and where traps and snare~ 
a.re strewed and laid by the prince of 
darkness, the saints' great enemy · but 
our God whom we love and serve bath 
sufficiently prepared for this the be
liever's want by giving a chart for his 
g:iidance, a compass for direction a 
lamp for discovery, and a light 'for 
illumination, even His own Word-the 
Sacred Scriptures-" Thy Word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path." Every quicksand, shoal, rock, 
and dangerous place is noticed and 
marked for the heavenly mariners' 
warning and safety. The more the 
chart is consulted the happier, more 
pleasant, and prosperous the journey. 

W. CROWHURST. 

A DENOUNCEMENT. 
To the Editor of" E. V. and G. H." 

DEAR sm,-A copy of the EARTHEN VES· 
SEL of last April was placed in my hands 
last Thursday evening, containing a letter 
.signed '"N. Barber," giving an account of a 
meeting which had been held in the school
room of Zion Chapel. I knew nothing of 
such proceedings, and of a meeting so 
conducted having taken place, until about 
three weeks back, and could hardly believe 
the report until I saw the letter in print. 

I was much grieved and annoyed that such 
things should have taken place in our chapel, 
especially as some persons make use of the 
occurrence as affording a precedent. I need 
hardly say that I thoroughly disapprove of 
women, especially '' the younger women," 
taking such prominent parts in our places of 
worship, and publicly addressing men, and 
particularly of their assuming the position ol 
preacher~, taking texts and discoursing from 
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1hcm in public. I think the great charm in 
womanhood is bashfulness anc. retirement. 
This is Scriptural "that women adorn them
<.!elves . . . with shamefacednm1s." I wh1h 
it therefore to be as widely understood, as 
the reverse idea through the medium of 
your periodical may h1we been propagated, 
that it was not with any knowledge or sanc
tion of mine or the Church that a meeting of 
such a nature, and so conducted was held in 
our schoolroom. My own complete disap
proval of the proceedings at that meeting, 
and fear lest there should be any recurrence 
of such things, has compelled me to bring the 
whole matter of allowing meetings to take 
place in our chapel before the Church. 
Accordingiy the enclosed resolut10n was pro• 
po3ed by myself, and seconded by our senior 
deacon, Mr. Joseph Hack, and carried with 
no hand lifted up against H. 

As you have inserted Mr. Barber's letter, 
whichmayleadmanyto think that I approve 
of proceedings which I thoroughly dislike, I 
reqnest you to insert this letter,which shows 
how ignorant I was as to what was taking 
place and also my disapprobation. 

·1 a.'dmire a display of benevolence and 
goodwill toward the poor and outcast,; _but 
in our places of worship truth and propriety 
must be maintained. "Let all things be done 
decentlv and in order." 

Believe me, yours very sincerely, 
G. HAZLERIGG. 

Willoughby House, 100, Regent-road, 
Leicester. 

Resolved:-That the Sunday-schoolroom 
and other rooms connected with our 
chapel shall only be used: 

1. For the regular Sunday-school work, 
and for such meetings as are directly 
connected with that work. 

2. For purely religious meetings in connec
tion with the chapel, and such social 
meetings of the Church and congrega
tion as shall be considered desirable. 

[We, to a great extent, agree with Mr. 
Hazlerigg, and should not have inserted so 
m nch as we did had not Mr. Hazlerigg's 
name been connected. Mr. Barber also has 
our deepest sympathy in the missionary 
work with which he is engaged.-J. W. B.] 

THE AGED PILGRIMS' CORNER. 
ON Friday, Nov. 15th, the usual Winter 
Sa.le of Work will be held at Hornsey 
Rise Asylum, at 3 p.m. Tea will be 
provided at 5 o'clock, at 6d. ea.eh, and in 
the evening a. sermon will be preached 
in the Asylum Chapel. This sale is 
held chiefly for the purpose of disposing 
of winter goods which the Lady Visitors 
still have on hand. It is hoped that 
many friends will make a note of this 
date, and favour the Committee by their 
presence. * * 

The Maintenance*Fund of this Asy
lum is in need of special help. for heavy 
expenses have been incurred through 
further drainage works, which have 
now happily been completed. 

"' * * Oolleotions have been made during 
the month by the friends at Mount 
Zion, Watford, and at Eden Chapel, 
Cambridge. It is hoped that many 
more of our Churches, especially those 
who have membera on the Pension 

Lists, will kindly remember the Society 
in a similar manner. 

* * 
The Annual Repo"rt and List of Sub

scribers is now in circulation, price 
sixpence to non-subscribers. Many 
will find the names and addresses given 
most useful as a directory to large 
numbers of members of our Churches. 
We would advise our friends to procure 
this book, and also the new Quarterly 
Recurd. 

* • 
* 1,348 pensioners are now upon the 

Society, and upwards of £8,600 per 
annum are expended among them. ·$~ 

Public meeting at Brighton. in a.id 
of the Home, on Tuesday, Oct. 8th. 

PAST AND PASSING EVENTS, &c. 
AMONG the most prominent and pleasing 
events of the past month is the settle
ment .:>f brother H. E. Bond as pastor 
over the cause at Leyton. 

·~"' 
Our readers will recollect that a. 

Church was formed here so recently as 
the 25th of June last; now it is our plea.
sure to record the rP~og-nition ot a. pastor. 

* • 
* Oh, no, sister, one reason why we insert 

,;he baptismal services is that it has 
proved an incentive for others to follow 
their Lord who have been long waiting, 
and our desire is that it may, in the 
future, be still more so. 

* * 
Nine carriages at the end of an express 

train were derailed near E:.ist Croydon on 
Saturday, August 31. and dragged 70 
yards before they could be stopped. No 
one was hurt, but the damage to road
way and rolling stock was serious. A 
more seriou3 result was averted by the 
presence of mind of a guard who 
promptly uncoupled the derailed car
riages. Our 

* * * Brother Mr. J. E. Hazelton, the inde-
fatigable and indispensable secretary of 
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society was 
in the train. His life and limbs are 
spared to his family and the society. Let 
there be a universal spirit of thanks~iv
ing to the Lord. True, as friend FricB:er 
said:-

"Not a single sha.ft can hit 
Till the God of love sees fit." 

* * 
There has been ~uch correspondence 

in the daily newspapers during the last 
few weeks in reference to reli~ious in
struoilon in the Board Schoors. The 
Ritualists and Romanists are again 
endeavouring to push 

THEIR CREED 
into the schools and thus frustrate 

• • • The" compromise" which Dissenters 
fought hard for 20 years ago, and which 
has worked so well. Nonconformists 
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must band themselves together, and, in 
the strength of the Lord, go forth and 
slay the hy<lra-he9.d~d enemy 

• That is <loing its best to snuff-out the 
simple reading of the Scriptures from 
the Boar<l Schools and introduce Romish 
dogmas. 

A FewThinga,-Mr. W. Webb, recently 
of Southampton, is now in London and 
open to supply.-Our young and usefu 1 
brother, A. H. Pounds, is leaving Lime
house for Bexley, the parting is" felt " 
on both sides.-Friends will not forget 
the half-yearly meeting of M. A. S. B. C., 
Oct. 8 [see advt.].-Mr. Robert Bowles, 

* * Hertford, has been kept from his pulpit 
An M. P., whom .;e heard in the House three Lord's-days through severe illness. 

of Commons denounce Dissenters and the -In the Vatican library is a Bible which 
Bill for the enfranchisement of lease- weighs five hundred and twenty pounds. 
hold chapel property, has written to his -We hope to give portrait and sketch of 
chief , E. M. Bacon next month.-Good pros-

*•* i peats of a new cause at Teddington; keep 
"For further assistance to defray Nov. 12 open.-A Church of truth was 

· heavy and increasing' cost of denomi- formed Sep. 1~, at Clarendon Hall, Ports
national schools.'' Mr. Balfour replies- mouth. Particulars next month. 
·· Th is is. I believe. the wish of the 
Government:· " Denominational." ;i.s 
here used. means "The Church of Eng
land and Roman Catholic schools." 

* * * This is important, and we draw atten-
tion to the circumstance in order to 
awaken British Nonconformists to the 
awful peril to which the present and 
comin1r generation are and will be sub
ject. and hope. when opportunity offers, 
they will be up and doing and contend 
for, in the future, as at present, the 
simple reading of the Word of God in 
the Board Schools. 

* * * Not twelve miles from London, where 
a Strict Baptist chapel is erected, "the" 
Church have erected a fence so as to 
obstruct, as far as in them lies, all 
facilities for the worshippers entering 
the chapel. 

* .. 
* 

Tendency of the times. "The Roman 
Catholics, of Donegal, have erected a 
handsome cross to the memory of the late 
Earl of Leitrim. The Protestant Bishop 
of Derry and a Presbyterian minister 
took part with the parish priest at the 
unveiling ceremony." 

* * 
We continue to he"ar favourable news 

from brethren Hutchinson and Booth in 
India. 

* * * It is cheering to see causes of truth 
rising in districts hitherto wit.hout the 
pure and simple gospel-notably so at 
Bromley, Kent, Caterham. Leyton, &c,, 
and not without signs of blessing. 

"'*$ 
An Eastbourne visitor saye,-"We had 

the privilege of hearing Mr. Radford at 
Grove-road, Eastbourne. It is a nice 
chapel-large and well-attended.'' The 
chapel is not far from the railway 
station. 

* * * Some few friends, lovers of free and 
sovereign grace, are holding services at 
" Common-side Farm," near Ausdell 
Station ,Lytham, at 2 p.m. Sundaye, with 
view of establishing a cause of truth. 

',ltarrhtgc. 
AT Mount Zion chapel. Bow (kindly lent 
for the occasion) on Aug. 31, by Mr. A. 
J. Margerum, Mr. Joseph Cook to Miss 
Lizzie Bray, both of Bow. 

In ~emorht:m. 
THE LATE GEORGE WEBB. 

G one home, ah! yes, dear brother, fare 
thee well (1 Cor. v. 1), 

Earth quickly gave thee up to bliss of 
heaven (Gen. v. 24): 

0 h l what sweet surprise then fi!l'd thy 
soul (Cant. vi. 12), 

Released from toil, a crown of glory 
given (2 Tim. iv. 7, and 1 Pet. v. 4}, 

G aze now for ever on thy glorious Lord 
· (Rev. xxii. 4) ; 

E mbraced by Him, by thee He is adored 
(Rev. v. 9). 

W ell ! we know our loss is gain to 
thee (Phil. i. 21) ; 

Earth and its things we soon shall leave 
behind (1 Cor. vii. 24); 

B y steps through time we reach eternity 
(Eccles. i. 15-17), 

Be ours at last thy heavenlv bliss to 
find (Heb, vi.12). J. GARDNER. 

MRS. SARAH BRANTON entered into 
rest on June 3rd, 1895, aged 65. De
ceased was a member of the cause at 
Claygate nineteen years. Grace made 
her a devout follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, a cheerful Christian, and 
lover of Zion. When laid aside ~he was 
highly favoured with the presence of 
her Lord ; it was a pleasure to visit her 
and hear her talk of Jesus and His love. 
"Rock of Ages " was her favourite 
hymn. When asleep she had happy 
visions of 

THE HOME OVER THERE. 
Her husband (a deacon at Claygate) and 
the children being summoned to the 
bedside she committed them to the 
care of her heavenly Father. "The Lord 
is my Shepherd"-" Good-bya "-were 
her last words, and then she entered ~he 
heavenly Canaan. Her mortal remama 
were interred in Esher Churchyard.-T. 
RUSH. 
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BY EDWARD MITCHELL. 

" They shall see His fnce.'"-Rev. xxii. 4. 

WE have absolutely no information in the Word respecting the per
- . sonal appearance of our beloved Lord in the days of His flesh. 
'All the artists' pictures are mere fancy sketches, born of their own 
imaginations. This silence appears to have been designed to check 
carnal fancies, and the idolatrous tendencies of mankind. The portrait 
afforded us in the Word is the portrait of His perfections as manifested 
in His life. Yet the time is coming when all His people shall gaze upon 
the person of Him "whom having not seen they love." "They shall see 
His face," not as when it was "so marred more than any man," but in 
all its resplendent glory, as it is now beheld by those around His throne. 

, The passage at the .head of this paper conveys a literal fact, brimful of 
bleRsedness to the spiritual mind. 

VoL. LI. NovEMDER, 1895. x 
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These 1vords may stand as a Ifs! of onr rdigion. It is to be feared 
there is much in the religion of the day that is merely smtimentrrl, and 
not s;>irilua1. Every one is going to heaven nowadays, but what are 
their ide::i.s of heaven, and why do they wish to go there ? To go to 
heaven is regarded as the way t,o avoid hell, or to escape from the 
troubles of life. Sweet are the descriptions given us of heaven in these 
respects. " God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying; neither shall there 
be any more pain.'' Comforting indeed to the tried family of God are 
these precious assurances, but a natural man may be affected by such 
considerations. The poet Burns said he could never read Rev. vii. 16, 17 
without being affected to weeping, but it is questionable whether this 
was anything more than mere sentiment. The truly spiritual mind rises 
higher than these things, and anticipates the joy of seeing Jesus. Doubt
less the thought of rest, and freedom from all trouble and sorrow, to be 
enjoyed in heaven, was sweet to the much-tried apostle Paul; but this 
was not the chief thing with him. " Having a desire to depart, and to 
be with Christ," expresses his heart's deepest longings. So also every 
spiritual mind chiefly desires to see Jesus, to be with and like Him. 
Heaven without bis adorable Lord would be no heaven to the true 
believer. 

To see His face imports clear kno1tledge. The face most expresses 
the person. "Now we know but in part, then shall we know even as we 
are known." The knowledge we now possess of Jesus is but the know
ledge of a child ; then we shall be grown men. How little we as yet 
know of the grace, love, glory, and power of the Saviour! Our eyes are 
weak, our powers small, a little contemplation fatigues us; we sink down 
overwhelmed with what we somet,imes apprehend of Him. Our highest • 
attainments are but faint beginnings to be swallowed up in the light 
that will burst upon our souls-" whether there be knowledge, it shall 
rnnish away "-when we gaze on the face of Jesus. 

Ojien 'Cision also is evidently intended. "Now we see through a glass, 
darkly; but then face to face.'' We see Him now as reflected in a 
mirror, and that darkly-" in a riddle," marg-.-an enigma, obscurely. 
Precious indeed is the view of Jesus in His Word 'with which we are 
favoured now, but much more glorious will the open vision be when we 
see His face. We see Him now reflected in the glass of the predictions 
and types of the old covenant; He is more clearly revealed in the new 
covenant; yet even in the Gospel we only see Him mediately, but then 
we shall look on Him immediately. Here, too, our view is oft beclouded 
by sorrows, trials, temptations-and, alas! unbelief. Tears dim our eyes 
so that we cannot see clearly; He hides His smiling face behind frown
ing providences; earthborn clouds hinder our vision, and we sigh for 
rat.her than see the light of His countenance. There and then the clouds 
will all have rolled away, and the Sun of righteousness will shine forth 
brilliantly and blessedly, never again to be obscured. We " shall see 
His face," read there His unchanging love to us, and rejoice evermore in 
His infinite perfections. 

To see His face implies being in His favour. Oriental monarchs keep 
themselves secluded from their subjects, and only those high in favour 
are indulged to see the face of the king. Absalom, when permitted to 
return to Jerusalem, was not at first allowed to see the king's face, a sign 
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he was not as yet fnlly restored to favour; but aftnwards be was ad
mitted intl) bis royal father's presence, and the reconciliation was then 
openly effected. So with our King ,Jesus: to stand in His presence, and 
behold His beauty, will be a mark of His highest favour toward us. 
Otherwi_se every eye shall see Him, when He comes" robed in awful 
majesty,'' and .. in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." Gladly 
would the wicked flee His presence from whose dread tribunal their 
awful sentence of everlasting destruction will proceed. But in that 
solemn hour" He will be glorified in His saints, and admired in all them 
that believe." No angry lightning flashes, but the sweet smiles of love 
and approbation, they shall see in His glorious eyes; no "Depart, ye 
.cursed," but " Come, ye blessed," will issue from His dear lips to them. 

" Come in, ye blessed, sit by Me, 
With My own blood I ransomed thee, 

The Lord to each will say; 
Thou now shalt dwell with Me at home, 
Ye blissful mansions make him room, 

For ever here to stay." 

Once more, "They shall see His face," reprPsents the clima.-e of the 
saint's bliss. Nothing greater than this has Jesus re!'}uested for them. 
"Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me 
where I am, that they may behold My glory," contains His highest 
desire on their behalf. This also expresses the dearest wish and richest 
hope of their hearts. 

" There shall I see His face, 
And never, never sin, 

There from the rivers of His grace 
Drink endless pleasures in." 

"In His presence is fulness of joy, and at His right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore." Our hearts cannot go beyond the desire to 
'' see Him as He is." We look to be permitted to gaze on His surpass
ing loveliness, to delight ourselves in His infinite excellences, to be filled 
with His transcendent love, to bask in His smile,-in a word, to "see 
His face" in all its glories. Nothing less than this will content us; 

· more we cannot crave. A glimpse of His face, in the mirror of His 
Word, sets our souls on fire. What will it be when we gaze upon His 
beauties .without a veil between ! May our interest be clear, and our 
hope bright and operative; and, while we as yet see Him not <1.s we shall 
one day see Him, gracious Saviour, 

" Send comforts down from Thy right hand, 
While we pass through this barren land; 
And in Thy temple let us see 
A glimpse of love, a glimpse of Thee." 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLE RY.-No. XI. 
E. M. BACON, PLY:MOUTH. 

DEAR BROTHER,-The year 1858, on .lugust 23rd, in the ancient 
city of Coventry, was the time and place fixed by the Great First 

Cause of all events for ushering into this world-beautiful in its created 
glory, though blighted by Adam's sin-of the one who has been spared 
to write this. 
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I was left fatherless when nearly eight years of age, but was tenderly 
loved and cared for by_ a godly mother, who leaning hard upon the God 
of the fatherless and widow, was enabled to struggle on amidst difficul
ties in educating and starting her boy in life. I was duly apprenticed 
to learn the trade of printing and stationery. My parents and family 
belonging to the Church of England, I was, in babyhood's dayi.,, 
christened. and at the age of sixteen years took upon myself those solemn 
vows made on my behalf by sponsors, but which, alas! they could not 
themselves keep or enable me so to do. 

It was about this time the first early convictions of my depraved 
and ruined condition by nature manifested themselves-besetting sins, 
secret and open, produced a terrible conflict, and a warfare raged that 
was known only to God, the Searcher of all hearts, and my own soul. 
During this ~olemn period it was that the glorious truths of sovereign 
grace and electing love were grac:iously wrought upon the heart-thus 
(as it has been discovered to me since) did the Spirit of the Lord beo-in 
His wondrous work upon my soul. It was my happy privilege to h~ve 
the friendship of a dear pilgrim-a veritable spiritual father-who, like 
myself, was a member of the Church of England, and knew the truth as 
it is in Jesus, so concisely and sweetly embodied in the Thirty-nine 
Articles, and our souls '' loathed the light food" that was often put forth 
from the pulpit of the church we attended, though a strictly Evangelical 
Church in those days. At this time, though far, far from being able to 
read my title to those " precious fruits brought forth by the sun and put 
forth by the moon'' (the true Church in her ordinances), yet a some
thing within me revolted against the statements given forth as Gospel, 
which detracted from His power, His sovereignty, His grace, and His 
glory. 

A dear man of God, the late W. L. Rolleston, Vicar of Scraptoft, 
Leicestershire, used occasionally to visit Coventry, and occupy the pulpits 
in one or two of the churches. Oh! how blessed was the message of 
love and mercy through bis lips ! My hungry soul would count the days 
till be came to fulfil the engagement, and then sit as it were at the feet 
of Jesus listening to utterances that came only by the power of the Spirit 
of God. When about seventeen years of age my conflict branched off in 
another direction; I became torn and rent with thoughts of infidelity, the 
improbability of the truth of Scripture, the Being of God, &c., &c. I read 
the Word, and prayed almost incessantly to be delivered, and was brought 
to my" wit's end." Deliverance from this came suddenly and unexpectedly. 
Crossing an open space on my road home one glorious starlit night, I 
was led to gaze upwards, and as I thus beheld the glory of God in the 
heavens "a small, still voice'' seemed to say, "Who bath created these 
things?" &c. (see Isa. xl. 2G). That moment the snare was broken, the 
conflict in that particular form was ended, and falling on my knees on 
the greensward I poured out my heart to the God of my life. · 

:M:y health now gave way, and the first stages of that insidious 
disease, consumption, manifested themselves. At nineteen years of age, 
I was so ill that I could no longer follow my calling, and in the provi
dence of God went to Torquay, to winter at the Western Hospital for 
Consumption. Gaining a little strength I returned the following spring 
to Coventry, but bad to return in the autumn to the same place. This 
time I met amongst the patients two dear children of God (both long 
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since gone to their rest); one of these (Mr. Collins, of Trowbridge) was 
the instrument of my first visit to a Strict Baptist Chapel. Occasionally 
I went with him, loving in my hea,rt what I heard preached, but still 
clinging to the forms and ceremonies of the religion of my fathers. In 
,the hospital on one occasion being confined t,o my bed, I was reading the 
Gospel Magazine, and was much blessed while reading dear Dr. 
Doudney's portion in the current month's number, " He must needs go 
through Samaria." 

Being advised by the doctor to stay in the West of England, the door 
of Providence was opened, and in April, 1880, I entered a situation in 
the stationery business at Devonport. Ill and weak, a stranger in a 
strange place, my employer (who engaged me without an interview), 
when he saw me, remarked upon my delicate appearance. The names of 
several truth-lovers having been given me by friend~ at Torquay, one of 
whom (Mr. Lee) I visited the same evening of my arrival, gave me a 
loving, Christ-like welcome. This proved to be the Lord's doings, for 
in him and his late wife I found true and sincere friends. But the 
remark they made upon seeing me, and which I learned subsequently, 
will show how near, apparently, I was to the grave-" There's a dying 
young man!" These dear friends took me on subsequent Lord's-days 
to various places of truth (for I had secretly determined, in the fear of 
the Lord, to sever my connection with the Church of England), and I 
heard the Word gladly. At one place in Stonehouse (Corpus Christi 
· Chapel), a man of God had just come from London to supply, with a view 
to the pastorate; after hearing him preach my heart was so knitted to 
him that I felt this must be my future resting place. This servant of 
the Lord was Mr. W. Trotman. We were entire strangers to each other, 
but from the time I first heard through him the" joyful sound," an unity of 
heart was manifest, which "neither life, nor death, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, shall be able to separate 
even the love of God "-and the unity of the One Spirit-" which is iu 
Christ Jesus our Lord." It was within a few months of that time that Mr. 
Trotman preached a sermon from the words in Rev. i. 5, G, " Unto Him 
that loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood." That 

-sermon was the means of my deliverance, after five years of bitter conflict. 
As he preached, the Lord the Spirit led me step by step up J acob's 
ladder, until the gates of heaven were reached, and the glories of ever

, lasting love unfolded to rny vision, and I was enabled to realise that I 
was "in Him, that is true, even iu His Son Jesus Christ, the true God 
and Eternal Life." 

A short time afterwards, I was brought to see the ordinance of 
believer's baptism by immersion, and after giving my experience of the 
Lord's dealings with my soul before the Church, was baptized at Howe
street Chapel, by Mr. Trotman. Changes in the Sabbath-school having 
taken place, I was called from the position of a teacher to that of 
superintendent; and shortly after, in the year 1883, Mr. Trotman being 
too unwell to fulfil his engagement on the Sunday afternoon at the 
Stonehouse Workhouse, requested me to go in his place, and conduct the 
service, which, after much exercise and prayer, I did. Speaking from 
the words in Isa. Iv. 1, "Ho, every one that thirsteth," &c. After this, I 
was compelled by circumstances over which I had no control, to speak to 
the Lord's people one Wednesday evening, at Corpus Christi Chapel, and 
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later on I went to supply causes of truth in the villages around and 
towns at a distance, where the Lord was graciously pleased to grant His 
sweet and sanctifying presence, and blessed His own Word,-space 
forbids that I should give details of many an instance where in a signal 
and unmistakable way He confirmed me in this solemn but precious 
work. 

ln the year 1884 I was married to a daughter of 1\Ir. Trotman, and 
thus became bound to him by the ties of nature as well as grace. My 
dear wife was enabled sometime afterwards to confess the faith of Christ 
crucifier-], and was baptized by myself at Newquay, where I was in charge 
of the Church during the summer season. In i892, entirely unthought 
of, and certainly unsought, I was called upon to speak in the Lord's 
Name at Trinity Chapel, Plymouth. This led to further engagements, 
as the ,r ord was manifestedly blessed to many seeking, hungry souls. 
The Church having got somewhat out of order, it was laid upon my 
mind to reconstruct on Strict and Particular Baptist lines, which was 
duly accomplished; and I was afterwards requested to take the over
sight of God's flock for twelve months; at the end of that time the 
Church, by an unanimous vote, beholding the good hand of God in the 
most gratifying increase and additions that bad been made to the 
Church, called me to the pastorate, in which solemn office He bas. 
wondrously and blessedly sustained me amidst all that appertains in the 
form of suffering, affliction, and persecution. Many most useful and 
beneficial alterations have been accomplished, and a Sabbath-school (the. 
first since the chapel was opened in 1828) successfully started. My 
deacons, and the people generally, some of whom have seen the cause 
drooping and ready to die, say,'' The Lord hath done great things for
us whereof we are glad." 

I have not in this narrative dwelt much upon my troubles. I have· 
the;;; in strange and fiery forms, but they pale into insignificance when I 
remember the u·ay He has led me-the compassion, the faithfulness, the 
long,mffering, and the forbearance of a gracious God to me-the sinner,. 
me. Many a precious promise has He blessedly applied to my heart: 
one in particular, that was given in a remarkable manner," For He bath 
said. I will never leave thee nor forsake thee"; another, when He 
whi~pered, "I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not''; another,. 
" The Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourn
ing shall be ended.'' 

How ,vondrous are the ways of God! I am spared, and spared for 
His own purpose and glory. A measure of health bas been bestowed,. 
and from the "ates of the grave He has rai3ed me up, "the living 
(spiritually), the living- (naturally), to praise Him." ." Looking unto 
Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; kept by His power, blessed • 
with His grace, washed in His precious blood, I de8ire to folio~ on; not 
as though I bad already attained, either were already perfect:-1f so b~, I 
may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Chmt Jesus. 

Faithfully yours in the everlasting GospP,], 
E. M. BACON. 

20, Headland P,nk, Plymout'i. 

']'111-, cn·rlai;ti11g goi;pd is to contiuue tliroughout all age,; as the means of 
n:.'....!·(·11t~rati11,!.!.: a11d n~11ewi11g soul,,;.-Jf_oo;e. 
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"COME IN''~A LOVING COMMAND, 
Lines written by Miss K. T. on hearing Mr. E. Mitchell preach from 

Gen. xxiv. 31; Matt. xi. 30. 
CoME in, come in, ye blessed of the Lord, 
Ye who have heard the Master's gracious word, 
Bidding you enter in to take your stand 
With those that love and follow His command. 
We welcome you into our midst, and pray 
That you may prove, from this auspicious day, 
How high a privilege 'tis to dwell with those 
Whom God from all eternity did choose. 
He who haR first enrolled your,name in heaven, 
An entrance to His Church on earth hath given, 
l\iay His good Spirit guide, direct, and bless, 
And lead you in the paths of righteousness. 
Take His light yoke, and wear it: thou shalt find 
It is an easy link wherewith to bind 
Your wand'ring heart to Him; keep very near, 
And when the pathway seemeth dark and drear, 
Lean hard on Him, and then, whate·er betide, 
In safety and in peace thou shalt abide ; 
Then, when your life's work here below is done, 
He who o'er sin and death hath victory won, 
Will bid you welcome to your home above. 
'Where sacred pleasure reigns, and joy, and love. 

Sept, 26, 1895. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L . 
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. HmIE AND CoIDtioN THINGS. No. 11-WAR1ITH AND Co1IFORT. 

"Now stir the fire, and close the shutters fast, 
Let fall the curtain~. wheel the sofa round. 
A.nd while the bubbling- and loud-hissing urn 
Throws up a steamy column, and the cups 
That cheer but not inebriate, wait on each, 
So let us welcome peaceful evening in." 

THUS Cowper sang about a "Winter Evening" in one of his beautiful 
poems, and the picture is a very charming and pretty one. From 

a child I have always felt a thrill of pleasure on a cold afternoon, when 
the dark shades of evening are already gathering, to see as I ha'l"e 
walked along a cosy fire and the table laid for tea just before lighting 
up time, and when blinds and curtains are drawn and the meal is com
menced, either by firelight or some brighter illumination, wi, get a sense 
of warmth and comfort which is very bright and cheery, and one which 
should excite our thankfulness to Him who gives us all good things. 

Awhile ago we were talking about shady shelters from the scorching 
sun, and of refreshing showers for the heat-parched earth, bnt now, as 
the revolving months bring frost, and snow, or fog and rain, we want 
protection and supplies of a different kind, warm clothing, and light 
and heat in our homes which a month or two since would have been as 
unwelcome as they were unnecessary. Bnt '' the rolling year is full of 
God," and winter comforts, like summer blessings, are suggestive of 
higher and grander things. 

The Lord Jesus is "a covert from the tempest," as well as a 
"shadow from the heat." There are many things in this world that 
chill the heart and give a sense of cheerlessness, and want and desola
tion, like a poor creature would feel who was out in the cold without a 
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home to go to. But the Saviour spoke of His willingness to gather 
those who sought Him "as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings," 
and that is a place where they are snug and warm, as well as safe, and 
get comfort and satisfaction. When Jesus gave sight to the man who 
was born blind, and he confessed that it was Jesus who had wrought the 
wonder, the Jewish priests and rulers were all jealous and angry, and 
cast him out of their assembly, and this was a serious matter in those 
days, a kind of "boycotting" which made even his parents afraid to 
take his part against that strong and dreaded Council; but how sweet 
it is to read, " Jesus knew that ,they had cast him out, and He found 
him and asked, Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" and made 
Himself known to the poor man, who rejoicingly worahipped Him. And 
though we hear no more about him, yet we know that when Jesus takes 
up anyone He never puts him down again. His heart is never cold, 
His love never 'l'l'avers. Having loved, he loves with a warm and fervent 
love unto the end. He is a Friend that loveth at all times, a brother 
born for adversity, and in the winter of poverty or friendlessness or 
liorrow His love ever provides a warm shelter for all who ask Him to 
receive them. 

Then old age is compared to winter. In Ecclesiastes xii. we have 
this set forth. "The almond tree,'' representing white hairs, flourishes 
in the winter, and the rains are frequent, and gloom, and a considerable 
amount of inaction in rural districts is the result of the frost, "sealing 
up men's hands," preventing them from attending to many outdoor 
pursuits, all showing how earthly life loses its natural brightness and 
vigour as the years go on, and you who are now in life's spring-time 
will, if you are sparec, pass through the stages of summer and autumn, 
and arrive at winter-tide some future day. Will your hearts have 
warmth and comfort then? While the outward life perishes will the 
inward life be renewed day by day? Yes, if you are seeking the Lord 
now, you 'l'l'i!l ham His blessing then. They who remember and love 
Him in their youth will never I.Jave to complain that He bas cast them 
off in the time of old age, or forsaken them when their strength fails 
them. 

The lines with which we started remind us that heat is needed to 
make the water boil for the cheer.v tea-table, and many articles of food 
are cooked in boiling water, for however gently meat may be 
"simmered," the water must first really boil, or we shall find the food 
uneatable. And this suggests some interesting thoughts. Fervent 
means " boiling hot," and you remember the exhortation to be "not 
slothful in business, but fervent in spirit, serving the Lord" (Rom. xii. 
11); and Christians are bidden "to love one another with a pure he!trt 
fervently" by Peter, the same words being almost exactly repeated in 
both his epistles. Now truly fervent spirits and godly, fervent love 
can only be produced by that Holy Spirit who is compared to fire by 
John the Baptist, and on the day of Pentecrn;t was pictured forth in 
the cloven tongues of fire which rested on the heads of the disciples of 
the Lord Jesus. I have heard people sometimes speak about zeal which, 
like water boiling over, putR the fire out, and some zeal is like that 
certainly. We find folks sometimes so hot and energetic that they 
seem to carrv all before them for a little while, and then, exhausted 
with their own excessive effort8, they grow cold and lifeless and never 
do any more. 
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: Now some things require·immediate· attention, 1md may be quickly 
11ccom'plished, like boiling up the kettl.a and making the tea; but most real 
Christian service, like the food gently preparing in the saucepan, requires 
"patient continuance." , We want. warm hearts and •glowing spirits, 
kept fervent by the renewed influences of the gracious Spirit of Obrist. 
David tellf) us in the Mith Psalm, '' My heart is bubbling up a good 
!Ilatter" (ver.: 1, margin).; and whether we think of springing fountains 
or boiling water,. in either, case an influence beneath the surface animates 
and gives Ii,veliaess to the liquid. · So may the sprin!!, the motive power 
of all our words and actions be the bidden life of God's grace. May 
His.love give us true warmth and comfort in every winter, and may He 
)Ilake us.instrumental in warming ,and comforting others. Thus may 
He bless us and make us each a bles3ing. As Miss Havergal so sweetly 
sang:,- . .. 

_; 

, " 0 fill me with Thy fulness, Lord, 
Until my very heart o'erflow 

With kindling thought and glowing word, 
Thy love to tell, Thy praise to shew." 

BROTHERLY LOVE AND HELPFULNESS. 
·BROTHERLY love is a Christian grace, its exercise is a Christian 

duty, consequently it is only to be found in regenerated persons; 
though it is sadly true that there are yet to be found persons that we 
charitably hope are regenerated who display but very little brotherly 
love. 'l'he apostolic injunction is, "Let brotherly love continue"; it is 
obvious that it cannot continue if it does not exist. The scripture de
clares-it to be the crucial test of spiritual life," We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we Jove the brethren " (1 John iii. 
14). It is also our evidence to· the world that we are disciples of Jesus, 
'·' By this shall all men know that ye are' My disciples, if ye have love 
one to another" (John xiii. 35 ). Hence, in order that our inward and 
outward testimony shall_ be rightly borne, it is highly necessary that we 
should possess and exercise brotherly love. 

Let us try to look, 1st, at its origin and character ; 2nd, at its 
exercise; -and 3rd, at its effects. 

lso. " Love is of God,'' and is communicated by the Holy Spirit in 
regeneration. "Every one that Ioveth is born of God" (1 J0bn iv. 7), 
Hence it is spiritual, Christlike, nnselfish in its character, tender towards 
its objects, faithful to its convictions, honourable in its intentions, and 
abiding and enduring, notwithstanding all the oppositions, persecutions; 
or misrepresentations that may array themselves against it, either 
coming from Satan, the world, or the professing religionist,t of the day; 
it is also patient both in endurance and hope, thus rnanife;;ting its 
heavenly birth and character to all impartial beholders. (See 1 Cor. xiii. 
4-7.) 

znd. The exercise of this grace is, like its origin and character, 
divine aud heavenly, differing altogether from natural human Ion in 
all its forms. It is possible to love others intensely and purely because of 
their amiable and lovable dispositions and behaviour without a particle 
of spiritual brotherly love felt or known on either side, and it is also 
possible to realise spiritual brotherly love for Christ's sake towards some 

y 
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objects that have but extremely little natural lovableness about them; 
bnt we are conscious of much more happiness and freedom in the 
exercise of brotherly love when natural amiability and holy Christian 
union are both combined1 as is happily the rule where the grace of God 
reigns in the heart and life. The root from which all true exercise of 
this grace springs is the love of God shed abroad in the heart, its growth 
is the result of divine indwelling power, so its exercise is, like its origin, 
of the Lord, and its objects the whole elect family of heaven, as far as 
they are known. The Lord J esns Christ in every known member of 
His mystical body is comprehended in its circle, irrespective of creed or 
race; it knows or recognizes no social status, but rejoices in holy rela
tionship with all the redeemed both in heaven and on earth, in past, 
present, or future ages, and fervently desires the salvation of men; it 
feels holy sympathy, akin to that of the Lord Jesus Christ, with those 
that are out of the way, with those that are afflicted in mind, body, or 
e,tate, with those that are persecuted, tempted, or tried, and no less with 
those that are backsliding or fallen ; it finds solace and comfort in 
trying to comfort others, rejoices with them that do rejoice, and weeps 
with them that weep; it is also faithful and affectionate in warning and 
exhortation, and in seeking the welfare and wealth of all the brother
hood. It is the chief factor in the public services of the Lord's house, 
in maintaining the truth in the proclamation of the Gospel, and the 
gathering into the visible Church the sheep and lambs that Christ has 
purchased with ,His precious blood. So, also, in true Sunday-school 
work it seeks to preserve the young from the traps and gins of Satan 
and the world, and to make known to all the love, and power, and 
preciousness of the Saviour. It delights in the consecration of time, 
powers, and wealth to the promotion of His glory in the extension of 
His kingdom on earth; and rejoices in the prosperity of His subjects 
collectively or individually; it knows no jealousy except for the honour 
of its Lord, and no rivalry but that of heaven; it provokes to, and 
stimulates in all good works, and puts the crown on the head of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

3rd. The effects of this grace are immeasurable by mort1tls. God is 
eternally glorified, and man is immensly benefitted, divine light is re
flected in this Bin-stained world, human misery is alleviated, and sad 
hearts comforted; the march of evil is obstructed, and the true welfare 
of mankind promoted, timid followers of the Lord Jesus Christ are en
couraged, the ignorant are taught, the weak are strengthened, the 
wounded are tenderly cared for, the perplexed are soothed and counselled, 
the sick are nursed, and sympathy worthy of the name is exercised 
towards the distressed and bereaved, and poverty and suffering are re
lieved with a joy that can only exist with true brotherly love. The far
reaching fruits of these forms of holy service cannot be garnered on this 
earth, but they will reach to its utmost limit, as "the knowledge of the 
Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters cover the sea." 

But how shall we describe the effects of this grace which give us to 
feel conscious union with that part of the family that are around the 
throne of glory to-day? Have we any doubt of the existence of real 
brotherly love in our hearts with those old and new Testament worthies 
who in their day and generation walked with God, and served Him? 
Ruch as the patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and those holy women, Sarah, 
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Hannah, Deborah, t,he Marys, and others of whom we read that they 
ministered to the dear Saviour and many of His servants in old and 
new Testament times; and above and beyond all, the conscious recipro
-city of brotherly love with the Lord Jesns Christ Himself. The effect 
-of this is far beyond description, but it is blessedly realisable, and it 
sanctifies the soul's affectiomi, and "sets them on things above," and 
:gives rich foretastes of heaven while here, holy delight in His service, 
and happy freedom n.t the throne of grace, confidence in the word of 
His grace as revealed in the unbreakable Scriptures, boldness in conflict 
with our foes, assurance of victory over death and the grave, and an 
-eternity of perfect bliss. 

The helpfulness that is realised in the exercise of the grace of brotherly 
love is one of the brightest features of spiritual life in this world. It is so 
true that "the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee," that if 
isolation is in any way attempted, it means a lot of unhappiness, while 
-on the other side, the warm grip of the hand, the glance of sympathetic 
love from the eyes, the kindly word affectionately spoken in time of 
sorrow or sadness, the pecuniary aid rendered in l)overty in a kindliness 
-of manner that does not humiliate, the "cup of cold water," or what 
that phrase conveys to the sensitive mind, often means more than words 
.can express in the way of cheering encouragement to a downcast 
brother or sister that has almost given up hope, and enables them to 
•• take heart again;" also the word of kindly ad vice and counsel properly 
spoken to a young disciple has often been the means of rolling away the 
stumblingblock that they could not get over, and has made a straight 
path for their feet, and sent them on their way rejoicing. How helpful 
is the public worship of the sanctuary, "where two or three are gathered 
together" in brotherly love, even if '' it is only a prayer meeting." How 
•blessed the communion when seated as loving disciples at the Lord's 
table in obedient remembrance of Him; how stimulating the testimony 
-of the dying believer to the love, mercy, and fai~hfulness of Jehovah, as 
be crosses '' the river telling the triumphs of his King," in a song ot 
victory and triumph in Him; and to crown all, the measureless helpful
ness of the fact that the "Brother born for adversity" is enthroned as 
-our own King-Priest ever to intercede for us, to ponr down the needed 
and all-sufficient grace He has to bestow ; the realisation the He is not 
ashamed to call us brethren ; that as plainly as ever He says to us to
~-lay, notwithstanding our unworthiness and faithlessne!:.s, "As the 
Father has loved Me, so have I loved yon;" "Lo, I am with you al way, 
even unto the end of the world;'' and to be able to respond with a full 
heart, "This God is onr God for ever and ever; He will be our guide 
~ven unto death;" "Thanks be unto God, which always canseth ns to 
triumph in Christ;" " I will go in the strength of the Lord God; I will 
make mention of Thy righteousness, even of Thine only." 

I am painfully conscious of much failure in the carrying out of these 
things in practical life, and sometimes seriously ask the reason of it. I 
.am afraid the trne solution is found in the words of Paul to the Philip
pian Church, "All men seek their own, not the things which are Jesus 
Christ's." Are not the old in many cases jealous of the young? And 
do not the young too often despise the old ? Is not our mutual de
pendence on each other too easily forgotten ? And as a consequence, is 
not brotherly love at a low ebb ? or, the care to manifest that love in 
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words and deeds ~f br~'£11erly kindness'far fess strorlg thitti• it' shouJtl:be:? 
If so, what is the remedy? V~rily, first, to_ get nearer to our lJord, 
then, "to provoke unto' l9ve ·and to good·works," t<? enter into·a holt' 
rirnlry with each other,' thus to glorify our' Lord Jesus Christ; and t~ 
obey His new· 'commalidment, 1' That ye love_ one another, as I have 
loYed you." ,) · 1 , · 1 • 

.~, (1 ,, .. ·. 

F00TSTEP.,'S o·F 'TlIE 'FLOCK. 
Drvnrn PROTECTION.-.:.DEur •. xxx. 3. 

-~BY M.A. J. 

THE. eternal security of the chosen,· called, and regenerated people of 
God constitute 'a grand theme. There can be no doubt but what 

the divine power put f~rth in the saints' redemption, a'nd exerted iil 
the blessed application of inspired truth upon the heart, can 'and will 
exert itself in securing and bestowing every essential· blessing necessary 
for their protection, triump~, and ultimate glorification. We believe 
emphatically in the final 'victory of the saints, an\:l that the power which 
saved them will keep them and " present them perfect and entire in the 
day of Jesus Christ." ' ' ' ' ,, I ,. ' 

There is orie thing our 'text presents· for solution 'before ·we· p1;oceed 
farther; O}Jserve how it reads: "A.II His saints are in Thy hand"_:__ 
Hri3 hand. By turning to John xvii. G we shall get the true' meaning: 
"Thine they were, and Thou gavest them Me." · Acc·epting this state
ment as the true interpretation of our Scripture, we inay venture to 
assign some reasons. Did not Christ engage to become' Surety and the 
Redeemer of the whole election of grace. Having accomplished the 
work given Him to do on behalf of His people, the Father delivered 
over to the Son all the saints for His own "purchased pdssession." 
Hence all the saints are in His hand.· We now proceed to give a very 
brief description of the saints. The facts relating to their being chosen 
in Christ and predestinated to eternal life are doctrines most assuredly 
believed among us, and therefore I · need not occupy tirl:ie in trying to 
prove that which needs no proof. I shall proceed to speak df. the 
blessed results of electing love rather than to estab]ish a doctrine which 
has been recognised from the days of the patriarchs. 1 

All saint1-J are divinely and effectually called out of d11,rkness intb 
light, from death to life, from sin to holiness. This is effected by the 
1-ipirit of God. By the gracious work of the Holy Spirit upon the heart 
we are a nr,11· CJ"Ndion in Christ Jesus. We a1;e said to walk in newness 
of life, walk by faith. That faith enables us to live upon 'the Son o'f 
God. Moreover, we are gathered to Christ, as the Psalmist says, 
" Gather My saints together unto Me." '.l'he saints are called "holy 
ones." They are made holy, and they ever feel tha_t "without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord." That saints · are predestinated to life in 
Christ none (rightly taught) will dispute; but while we cling to this 
great doctrine, it should be_ borne in mind that two things accompany 
this doctrine. The first is, '.'That we should be holy and without blame 
( or blemish) before H~m:'' :A.gain, if the saints we're predestinated in 
Christ, the specific design was that they should be "conformed to the 
image of His Son." Hence the saints are "sanctified by the Holy 
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Ghost and belief of the truth.'( They are said to be "w:i,shcd, ye are 
sanctified.'1 So our Lord prayed. that. His. disci pies may be sanctified, 
set apart for His service, as the priests and utensils belonging to the 
service of'the tabernacle were. So saints ate dedicatJed and consecrated to 
the lierv:ice of ~heir Master, ever remembering' that "theJ are_ not their 
bw'n:" ' · · · · · : ' ' · · 
, .:Again, the saints ari ,dist\ng,ui~l).e\f, by Jqeir )o;~ to Christ, their 
ve11£ration of His w:o.rd, .their.,cleep attachment to· ,tpe house of God, 
their- sincere love to, the, brethren, aru1, their fidelity to the ell;preEs 
commands of their Lord and Savi.our' Jesns-Ohrist,, • 
, . ''J,'h~ ,se~u_rity and·diV'ine'pto,tection of ~e'saints is the great t?ough_t 
embodied m' tile!!'~· last utterances 1 of the· praphet, "They are m H1g 

):land." Our limtted spac{will,ndtLl~lli:lW us to ~nt:er into many things 
which migl).t -~ruly 9e sa,~d_.upon,so· tn£M~sting a subject. We shall 
therefor.e confine ourselves t,o what this divine 1}and doe~jot' us. in us, 
and by us. It is a moulding hm;ul .. " ~•Weare.the.clay, He is the Potter." 
From this statement we ccmclnde that the divine band is engaged in 
moulding us to the' pattern describE;ld'ilJl various portions of the Word. 
The great. pattern is Christ. The' 'moulding process is tlie working in 
,u~ bot~ tlie ~iltand 'to' do of 'Hi_s good pleasure. That'good will is that 
,we may be lik~JJhrist. '):'he,divinc pleasure is realised in beholding 
·the blessed effects ,of His. grace. 'upon our hearts and lives. May we 
·not not say that ;t4e·divine hand,is a correciinq himd? Christ corrects 
,His ·people. Every son whom He ,receiveth is chastised, and the things 
'we pass ·thrdugh1 may be reigarded as the divine process of a gracious 
a,il.cl ,ise d'esign; and are the' marks of divine awroval. Discipline is 
iiidi'~ensalllf. :ne'6essary1 ,cor,rect~◊-n: i~ p-~etled. .Therefore we wou_ld do 
,well to subµnt unto l);1m ,under,1every d1spen~atlon as unto_ "a faithful 
,Creator,'.' Mor~over., this divtrie ha_nd i~ a gui'ding hand. ,However 
rdark, rough, or tryring ,,the way, God. guides. T\le pistor;y of Israel's 
1ttavels through the 1wilderness .a,ffords ,a striking .example of what we 
mean. So to-day we may have stormy days, and many. sharp trials, 
etc., yet we would' not forget· that one hand is near, and that is a 
.preserving'hand. Tliis was 'Jacob's c'omfort';' It is n'ot less ours. Surely 
all must he' well when we remember that l an a!T-powr.rful hand is our 
support. ,,.Qur,(t,qdho)ds the'brea.tf), of'.,all)iv.ing'in His_hand. Yes, 
and He holds thee, fot thou. art guitrded by the .power of .God .unto 
salvation: •. On these things lie the absolute-and eternal seourity of the 
'saints,' 1 "'God is thy· keeper"; "He is thy eternal refuge." Try to 
: bear' in rhibd i~. all your .engagements tha't " He who keepeth Israel 
'.neither, !!1dmbets 'nor sleeps;" ,'" Verily it shalr be welt with those that 
,fear Go~':'.':. ' · .. · ' ' · · 

\ 'f•··· 
, ,_•JI . 

MODERN. MO:VE:\<IE~TS A~D _·ESPERUIEX'l'AL 1IEDITATIO~. 
·" He that g!oriethi let hini glory •in the Lord."..,. I Cor. i.,3. 

: Wp,1LE 1 ~htirig: h1 splitu~e' this morning; my tlfought~ niu up'on the 'above \vords 
thns: Surely there neYer was ,j, day \vhen it was more'necessary to sound out 
these wbrcis thai'/ tli'e day ii\'Which we live','' if; \\'B idol~ around at the mauy 
?h~pele an,~ churche~ of ~he present day. Wl;,a,t a many, niau~· things ar~ now 

, n~troduc,ed ,to do aw~y.w1tfi w!Jat. they ar~ pleas_ed to call the ?ld-fash!oned, 
. humdrum sort of rehgwn, and to, make thmp;s· bnght arnl attrad1ve to wm the 
._yoimg. And I ask myself th!l'question, in re,·erence to His dear'name: l:f·this 
, , , .; .•. -_1 _ _1 • • , , - , - L · • ~ tJ ~· d , "... . ', ' 
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is so necessar~·, how is it the all-wise God never thought of it, and gnve us n 
i<upplement to His Holy Book ? Oh, I do admire the words of the late C. H. 
Spurg{•on, gfren in Exeter Hall. Speaking of the advanced school of thought,. 
h<: said, ""-hen my God sees my Bible is not advanced enough, He will give
me another; until then I must stick to the old one." And you may depend 
upon it, the Christian can well afford to be left behind by the advanced ones,. 
for it is written (Matt. xix. 30), "And the last shall be first." 

I rem em her being invited by an organist of a church in a country town to• 
go and see their church. I went, and, looking around at the many things he 
had to show me, I was strnck with the variety of subjects that would give food 
for the mincl. to dwell upon instead of worshipping the one true God. Over one
door was arranged the colours of a certain regiment, and carried a particular 
campaign. and my thoughts directly ran away to the battlefield,--the joy and 
rejoicing of the victorious, the pains and suffering 0£ the wounded, the .son·ow 
and anguish of the vanqui~hed, the sad and mournful news being broken to· 
the lonely mother, or to the wife, who is now a widow, and her children father
less. &c. Then I was shown some very old oakwork, also stonework, exhibit
ing- as it did three periods of architecture, all giving food for thought. I was 
then shown a piece of work which was evidently thought much of, and as a 
piece of workmanship only considered, was very beautiful. It was, if I 
remember rightly, the wise men worshipping the child Jesus in a room, one
side of which was open; the whole carved in white marble, over the top of· 
which was a bright gaslight, so arranged as to throw its beams down on to this. 
piece of work through the ceiling, so that, while all around this marble room was 
dark, the inside was very bright. "Oh," said my friend, "it really looks very 
heautiful when lit up as people are coming into church; it has snch a nice· 
effect, it looks almost supernatural." Here, again, was food for thought; for, 
being an admirer of good workmanship, I could but admire the way in which 
the work ~as executed, and how clever it was contrived, excellent in propor
tion, graceful in outline, and so on. Then, turning my thoughts to the other· 
side of the question, and looking more at its concepti'on, I find it to be the very 
contrast of what I read of in my Bible. They represent Mary sitting as qneen, 
but it was not so with her while here. Again, they represent the child in the· 
lap of luxury, while He Himself says the Son of Man has not where to lay His. 
head. Our dear Immanuel became poor, that we through His poverty might 
be made rich. 

And what would be the effect of all this ? It would keep my mind fixed' 
on carnal things, instead of eagerly following the preacher to s~e if he descr(bed 
my case, and prove from Scripture whether my thoughts, desires, and feelings. 
were like those whom I believed to be of the Lord's family. Satan had here· 
got the very things iuto the so-called house of God that old nature would be drawn 
off to sleep by, and made dead to the things of God. 

Many other things equally profane are done, and might be penned, but I 
forbear. If this is true of the Church, it is also lamentably true of the chapels. 
in the great metropolis; bright and cheerful singing, short prayers, solo sing
ing, pretty portions of Scripture read that shall not offend any one, short 
sermon-nay, a short lecture-so that no one shall have their feelings hurt by 
even the suggestion that they are sinners, a g-rand overture is performed while· 
the people disperse. What is the effect? Listen to the conversation of the
hearers, which runs sornething like this: "How nice-so very cheerful! is not 
our organist a most enterprising man ? he is a thorough master of his instrument. 
'\Vbat lovely music! I am sure this is far more likely to convert people than s_o-
1amch talking about sin and the pains of hell. Oh, I could not endure to sit 
aud hear that old-fashioned kind of preaching." And if some poor creature
ventured to speak of his or her sins being a burden, they wonld be looked upon 
as an imbecile. 

I well remember one of these modern religionists saying, at the beginning 
of a new year, "Now then, let us start afresh; we have nothing to do with t~e
~ins of the past year; we must forget all them, and look well to ?nrselves m 
tLe year just commenced." But what about the great debt I have rneurred by 
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my many, many sins? "Oh, you have nothing to do with that." I have smne
times wished I could get my doctor to look at things in that light-viz., that 
I have nothing. to do with the debt incurred, instead of sending me a reminder 
of my weaknesses throughout the past year, with his compliments. But any
thing will do so long as it is not religion. Do these glory in the Lord? Nay 
indeed they do not; they glory in the fact that the Lord is put out of the house 
altogether, so that their religion does not interfere with their carnal pleasures. 
0 my soul, come not thou nigh unto them, for thou hast not so learned Christ; 
thou canst not. glory in their rejoicings, nor in riches-they make to themselves 
wings and fly away (Prov. xxiii. 5)-they can be of no use to me, when callerl 
upon to lie down in the grave; nor in wisdom, for the world by wisdom knew 
not God (1 Cor. i. 21); nor in my might, nor my power, for how was the great 
king Nebuchadnezzar brought down from his lofty pinnacle of glory! 0 my 
soul, then where is thy glory? where is it that thou canst glory and be right 
in the sight of an heart-searching God ? Turn to the Bible, the infallible guide 
to the poor, the ignorant, and the wayward traveller to Zion's city, anrl in 
Jer. ix. 24we have these words: "But let him that glorieth, glory in this, that 
he understandeth and knoweth Me, that I am the Lord which exercise loving
kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth ; for in these things I 
delight, saith the Lord." 

Now, my soul, what have you to say to this? can you trace out any reasons 
for you to glory in the Lord? What a mercy it does not stop at the words, 
"that he understandeth and knoweth Me"; for the poor sin-burdened one, 
contin11B,Jly lamenting his ignorance in diYine things, would at once conclude 
.that he was shut out for ever, for who can comprehend the great, the almighty 
God, or search .Him out ? But do you understand and know Him as the Lord 
"which exercise lovingkindness "? The word understand here means to have 
a just idea of; it does not mean that you must fully comprehend the great 
God, for He. is the incomprehensible God. 

Then the question seems to turn upon this: Have you just ideas of God in 
His lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness? If so, a change has taken 
place in your heart, for there was a time when you knew nothing about His 
loving kindness, and, worse still, did not want to know; you were moral in your 
conduct, said your prayers, and thought nothing more could be required. 
Then what has wrought the change? Is it because you, having attained to 
the years of maturity, your wisdom has become developed ? Oh, no, no ! It 
may be summed up in the words of the great apostle: '· The law came, sin 
revived, and I died." I, that thought I had something to boast in, not feeling 
so bad as many I saw around me, now beheld in my own heart a very sink of 
sin and iniquity, and I was powerless to alter it; sin was now a reality, and its 
just reward was ever before me. I would gladly have altered all this if I could, 
and come to Christ; but I only knew Him as a sin-avenging God, and how to 
make myself acceptable to Him, so that He would listen to my broken cry and 
bitter complaint, I could not tell. The more I tried, by reading my Bible, and 
thinking of God and heaven, and trying to say a few feeble pm.yers, the worse 
I got, for I could see sin mixed with all I did; for in reading I often found 
myself thinking about something else, and it then seemed such mockery; and 
when trying· to think over what little I had heard of God, my mind would be 
carried away by some carnal reasoning to regions far away from God, and I 
have literally trembled at my own thoughts when trying to think upon divine 
things, Nor did I ever dream that, other people had such sinful thoughts as I, 
and I now felt that the great God would be just in condemning me to eternal 
punishment. 0 what a change had come over me, for I had thought He coulrl 
not justly condt,mn me before this. But now condemnation justly deserved 
was before me, while my eyes were open, from morning until night. I tried to 
pray, but did not know how to address Rim, nor coulrl I find words to express 
my sad condition; I ventured to ask Him to direct me, and teach me, but the 
deYil told me I was altogether wrong in this. "For," said he, •· you have the 
Bible; and to ask His dir11ction is to confess that the Bible is not enough for 
you, and will only increase His anger." And I believed him, for I did not 
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know that the Lord did exercise loving-kindness to such · miserable sinner~ 
as me. 

Rnt when a little my of divine- light entered .into 111y 'Soul, and I saw that 
{'hrist ·,Trrns was crucified for my sins that I mig·ht go free, and that I could 
n,,t be pnnisherl for the sins I had committed, and wa'S, ,always committing: 
IWC'ansc Christ Jesus had borne all the curse due.thereunto,:and,for evei· put it 
away. 0 what a new light I saw things in now! insbead·o'f, looking at God aR 
an ang-ry Gori, "·horn I feared to attempt to approach, I now marvelled at Him 
noticing such a poor hell-deservit1g sinner as I,,and moving with lovingkindnes~ 
tmrnrds me, setting•-His love-immutable love1 cve11la6ting love,' perfect love, 
unfaltering love-upon me, . . , , . , , . 

"Whose dark· benighted mind 
, , Was enmity wt~h Thee," , : 

.. .\nrl no"· I .began to understand that He ,does exercise lovingkindn6ss,, and I 
now bo"·ed down to Him when opportunity offered,,and. addressed,Eim as my 
Fatl:er, and felt that He would listen to my poor si,i;ap,le--prayers,,thrnugh the 
merits of His dear Son, my Substitute, my Saviour, a.nd my Priest. , But .this 
<lispleased the adversary, and he soon,snggestad it ·":as great.presumption on 
my part, ait-d ,ery displeasing to God, and l believed him.,. Is,not thi~,the very 
thing our first mother Eve did, and caused her to fall,-believ.irig .the devil's 
'I-Ord in preference to that of her God? Oh, I am quite,sure,,when.we, are lead 
.to see ourselves in the trne light, we shall have uo,stones to throw at any poor 
.s-inning one, but our fervent cry will be; '.' .0 Lord, keep me, su.fwr·.not .inf feet 
to slip, for.,Thy holy name's sake. ; ·; 

As it was. with Eve, so it was with, me. I f.ea1,ed to approach,His sacred 
footstool, yet could not keep away.; for I felt, if He had not set mslove upon 
·me. I must he lost I felt a desire to love Him, but I could not find Hiin. I 
,was continually, crying unto Him, but thought He heard me not; because. I. did 
not pray aright, and my hope was well,nigh cut. off; but tl:e -Lord· .brought 
home ·these words with pow.er when reading; the wt.ters to Theophilus. ,by my 
spiritual father, 1 

THE .LATE JAMES WELLS. , 

·' X evertheless the root of the matter remainethJ' How I, did bless and pmise 
His dear name for such marve'Hous mercy! • ii shall never forget the spot; in a 
country lane in Otterbourne, Hants. I said just now: the Lord brought hoine 
the~e words. Some folks say, "sent home a- word to my soul." • I prefer 
·' brought home," because it is quite clear to me that the dear Lord is an in~ 
d"·elling God ·in the hearts of His people. -The dear· Lord did not say to 
X oah ... Go thou into· the ark,'' -but He did sa,y, '' Come thou into the ark/' alld 
the Lord shut him in. But to return. O·how my hearti did burn-wit-h-1-ove ti> 
· His dear uarne; and if to glory means to• exult -with joy, to rejoice,• to• boast, tu 
·be proud of, then I did glory in·my-Lord ·and Savibur,-understanding that· He 
is tbe Lord "which exercise." -~ote, it-does n<,t say, did exercise, nor will-or 
shall exercise. ~0; it iii always in the present tense': "which exercise -loving•
kindness" towards-His- loved people. Thollgh they·arel often rebellious, -He 
will not have them caHed rebels; ·though full of sin, and have cbntinually to 
er_,·, "Unclean! unclean!"· He still loves them, not the sin in them. --lh is 
hateful to His holiness, but He did exercise judgment en His dear-Son when 
stauding·in our room and stead; "and by His stripes we-are healed!' Bu11'we 
said just· now it does not say He did exercise. True, but notice ·it is· because 
He in His wisrl6m; l0v-e, and mercy did ·vi&it our sins and the law's juf\t ·oe" 
·mands upon His, sdcred head-that· He now exercises judg·rnent continually 
·in· Hie1 j)eople, : His j\.idgrnoot upon His dear Son put all their sins fo1'• ever 
away; and•-broug1it· in everlasting righteousness, and now He judges them•in 
'Him; ·which· judgru.et:it is expressed thus:'•' Thou art all fair, My love, there is 
'uo spot in ~hee." · And ·when this is·opened up to a poor sinner, and he under
stands and knoweth that the Lord does exercise lovingkindness, judgment anrl 
rigl,teousness, he cannot but glory in His great name. Joining issue with the 
JJsaLmist io ·Psa. xxxiv., "My soul shall make her boast in the Lord, the' humble 
Hhall ,hear th'ereof and he•glad. -0' magnify the LoNi with me, and let us exalt 
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His name together. 
from all my fears." 

I sought the Lorfl an<! He hcarrl me, and rlclivererl rn8 

Bless His precious name! Well might the poet sing-
··"Jewel~ to Thee a.re gaudy toys, 

And gold is sordid dos\," 

'rben, poor·fellow,sinner, thou mayest glory in th~ Lord Jesus, the once bleeding 
Lamb,.but now the glorified Redeemer, with the Father and the Holy Spirit; 
foJ;,j~ this is thy boast, it is well pleasing in His sight. Let him that glorieth, 

-glory in the Lord. G. W. 
, Che-.celey, 

WILLINGHAM THREE CE>i'TURIES AGO, 
And the late--Jom1: FROHOCK. 

BY JosEPII F.n'ELL, CA,IBRIDGE. 

THE translation of Broth~r John:Frohock1 ·who was a deacon .of the Particular 
Baptist cause in Willingham 43. years, occurred February 13, 1895, aged 'i'R 
years-. , , 

"How blest the righteous when he dies-
. When sinks a. weary s'oal to restr' 

Deceased was "\Jorn of God-fearing parents, and brought up to attend the meaus 
-of grace at the old Particular Baptist Chapel in Willingham, which cause ha~ 

-A VERY INTERESTING HISTORY. 

When the Edict of Conformity in worship in the Church ·of England was 
issued by the Parliament of Charles in the year 1662, the clergy11 :an uf 
Willingham Church, of blessed memory, with numbers of his dear flock, left 
the Church, with its honours, emoluments, ·and privileges, to suffer obliquy, 
reproach, and shame, for the name of Jesus and the glorious Gospel of the 
ever-blessed God, and worshipped in a 'conventicle instead of the Parish Church, 
which brought them n'mch distr~ss' and 'persecution, and so persecuted was the 
minister, that, after ,preaching t,o. them about.a year, he was obliged to flee to 
London to escape the malice of his enemies. 

-When we· remember what our forefathers suffernd for holding fOTth the 
mystery of the faith in ·a pure conscience, what cause have we for thankful
ness and praise to our God fpr the freedom we enjoy, who can worship Him 
under our own vine and fig-tree, none daring lawfully to make us afraid! 'Il,., 
~tedfast faith and · 

SUFFERINGS OF THE DEAR SAI~TS 

in olden time was a means of laying the foundation ·of our freedom which we 
now enjoy in ~h~s N~eteenth Century,\1-nd the foundation, too, of this old cause 
of truth at Willingham. . "· -- . . 

Surely a Church honoured wi_th such a noble history should be wry 
tenatious to hand down· to'· the generations following the truth in its 
uusulliecl form, as they 1·eceived it, without any admixture of :.iuman leaveu. 
True, it has passed through many dangers and difficulties, but it thus far 
remains faithful to its trust, and the good old Church-book still retains the 
.ancient covenant.those noble saints of the most high Goel signed at the cost of 
.their libertie~, and almost-at the cost of their blood. It is no small honour to 
ibe allied to.a Church with such a noble history. 

· The subject ·of this memoir was fro1n. .. early childhood accustomed to hear 
.the truths of the everlasting Gospel proclaimed, and when the fulness of th" 
,time was come, in.which it pleased , God to reveal these blessed truths to awl 
in his soul, he had not. to wander fuy 11,broa,l, like nmnywhen their eyes are first 
,opened by converting ·gr.ace, in search of truth. The precious things he ha,! 
been accustomed to hear became an inwrought pri11ciple in his soul, and now, 
Jike the Bereans of old, he searohed.the Scriptures daily to see if these things 
wero so, He appears to have been from his youth of a. serious and thoughtful 
,turn, he became a.Sabbath-school teacher, and here the Lord was first please,! tn 
manifest his thoughts.of mercy and lov,e .toward him by 
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CALLING GRACE, 

hnt the particular means made use of a1·e not now known; but a sistermembel" 
of the Chnreh, who had .been an old servant in the family, and who was 
haptized soon after him, well remembers the joy he experienced in being 
set at liberty. She sRys it was by an application of the words of the apostle to 
his soul : " These light afflictions which are but for a moment are working out 
for us a far more exceeding and eliernal weight of glory." He was baptized 
by the late Mr. Ellis Munsey, of blessed memory, who was the beloved pastol" 
there for many years, and we have no doubt but that under his ministry our 
dear brother was built up and established in the faith, and, walking in the fear 
of the Lord and comfort of the Holy Ghost, was a blessing to the Church 
and an ensample to believers in word and doctrine ; so much so that in 185() 
he was chosen deacon. His tact in business matters made him not only useful 
to the Church, but in the business matters of the village also, where he was 
much respected, and his memory will be long revered. 

His last days were crowned with peace, looking for and basting to the 
coming of his Lord; no fears of death beclouded the ,horizon of his faith or 
disturbed the calm serenity of his soul; he lived upon Christ, and Christ .dwelt 
in his heart the hope of glory; and as day by day he began to feel the 
infirmities of age and signs of approaching dissolution, he would often exclaim, 
"All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my change come." As the 
time of his end drew near, the mind became much weakened by a slight attack 
of paralysis, but there were some sweet lucid moments now and then when, 
Christ was all his tbeme, and his last words were, 

"SO HE GIVETJI iHS ilELOVED SLEEP," 

and his ransomed spirit left the clay tabernacle to be for ever with thtt 
Lord. 

" 0 may I like the righteous die, 
And my last end be calm like his ; 

Cheerful from thi• vile flesh I'd fly 
To mansions of eternal bliss. 

Lord, with them nnmbered may I be 
In time and to eternity." 

The present pastor at Willingham, Mr. Gill, conducted the funeral servic& 
at the grave, where there was a large attendance of the Church and villagers 
to pay their last tribute of respect to his memory, and show their sympathy to-
the bereaved widow and mourning family. . 

There were uo flowers, by request of our depatted brother. To our mind, 
the life of a belie,er is a perfume more noble, more lasting, and more sweet. 

N Living faith in Christ has fragrance· 
Far surpassing flowers that bloom ; 

These are vain and empty pageants, 
Covering the bier and tomb : 

Theil' sweet perfumes soon pasa away, 
Faith blooms in everla.sting day " 

THE LATE MR. FLACK-A LOVING TESTIMONY. 
DEAR BROTHER,-lt was with mingled feelings we read in the EARTHEN' 
VESSEL that our dear brother Flack had passed away. It was about four years 
ago I first heard his voice at Wellingborough, the firs~ Sunday in. Augu~t. 
Truly it was a good day; although I had walked ten miles to hear bun, I did 
not regret it, for I found great delight in sitting under the shadow of th& 
Gospel. The fruit was sweet to my taste; truly we had a foretaste of home. 
And then again, on the following Monday evening, we were favoured to ~tep
into the prayer-meeting, and after brethren had sought the Lord's blessmg, 
dear brother Flack spoke from Isa. xi. 31. Truly this was a time long to be, 
remembered by us, for the Lord was in the place. And again, the following 
Thursday evening was another good time, when he spoke from these words, 
" I love the Lord because He bath heard my voice and my 1mpplication." He 
11poke especially to the seeking and tried ones who had thought of _giving up
praying altogether; yet in times past the Lord bath heard my vmce and my 
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supplication. Therefore I will love the Lord, I will go to Him once again- for 
He is the same loving Gnd, ' 

"And tho'llgh I have Him oft forgot, 
His loving lliindne•• changeth not." 

Since then I have heard him with m11Ch pleasure and profit. It is just twelve 
months since we heard of the death of brother Squirrell with much regret. 
Oh, these are indeed solemn times, when there seem to be so few who stand 
up to declare the whole truth. 

Dear brother Flack has gone frotn it all now; he has laid the am10ur down 
that he has used so long, and now 

"Methinks I see him now a.t rest 
In the bri1Jht mansion love ordained, 

Hi• head reclines on J esu's breast, 
No more by sin or sorrow pained." 

May the sorrowing ones left rejoice amidst scenes of sorrow, knowing their 
loss is his eternal gain. Although our brother was deprived of eyesight for 
many years, yet now he beholds the King in His beauty. May these solemn 
warnings be heard by us, may we· be also ready for such a solemn change. 
Careless one, think and consider-Where art thou bound ? art thou ready to 
meet God? May you be led to cry for mercy, may the Lord draw you with 
the cords of His love. A. E. HYDE.. 

THE LATE MR. AMBROSE PATIENT CARR. 

Oun. dear friend, Mr. Carr, left earth for heaven, Monday, October 14, 1895. 
HE WILL BE MISSED. 

Yes, this is a great loss to the Church of Christ; a loss to his loving wife and 
family; a loss to the parish in which he resided; a loss to the poor of the house
hold of faith. He had a noble head and a sympathising heart. Very retiring, 
yet never wanting 

"WHERE DUTY CALLED, OR DANGER." 

For over twenty years' a constant contributor to the Lord's Poor Fund, 
during which time he contributed many hundreds of pounds. 

Departed was a member of the Board of Guardians. On one occasion, in 
the year 1888-9, the following incident occurred-Mr. C. in the chair:-

A poor old man came before the guardians for outdoor relief. He was told, 
"You know you require a certificate. Have you got a certificate?" The poor 
man replied, "Yes ! " " Who gave it you ? " "I wrote it myself '' -( a smile). 
"Well, let us look at it." The poor. man. pulled it out of his pocket and handed 
it in; it was this:-" The days of our years are three score years and ten, and 
if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is there strength, la hour, and 
sorrow." The chairman said, "I think the certificate is good enough." It was 
accepted, and the poor man received the relief asked for. 

Our departed brother was, to all intents and purposes, 
THE POOR MAN'S FRIEND. 

We deeply regret our loss, and the widow and family have our heartfelt 
sympathy.-J. W. B. 

ROBERT FORDHAM. 

ON Lord's evening, Sept. 22nd,in the quiet village of Tes burgh, our brother was 
called to his eternal rest, exchanging earth for heaven. 

"Far from a world of sin and pain, 
With God eternally shut in." 

For many years he had been a preacher of the glorious Gospel of the blesserl 
God. Three years ago he was smitten with paralysis, which affected his speech 
so that in his latter day it was difficult for those unaccustomed to him to under
stand what he said; but his mind was clear, and his confidence in the verities 
of the Gospel unshaken. He was resting on the Rock of Ages, and calmly 
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wniting for tllC' time of his release. To him the ol,I, old story was his ~o\i\l'C, 
for he knc\\- in whom he had bclic,·ed. Born at Tibbenham in 1828, ,~-a~ e{tr/y 
<'nllc>d to a sfn-ing knowledge of Christ, At tlie age of 18 was baptized by the 
late W. Clarke, at Carlton Hodc, and united to the Church. He was subsequentl[Y 
i1\\-itNl. by the deacons to address cottal);e meetings, arnl eventually preached trial 
~ermons at Diss, which was then Strict, in its conuwmion, and und,er the 
pn~torate of the late J._P, Lewis, who took a great interest in himr Re proved 
,1 Ynlnahle help to the Norfolk and Suffolk Churches, and was mo~t accep,tablc 
,1s a supply at Carlton Rode, Shelfanger, Saxlingham, Keuninghall, Orford Hill, 
and Cherry-lane, ~orwich. Occasionally jo,urneying into Suffolk, to Hoxne 
,rn,l. Sto\\-nmrket. For 15 years he filled the office of deacon at Saxlirigham, 
and ohtainecl a good report. His end is fitly described by the poet :-

" TbThe tiii~lte:~/1~J:!'ee in m;v arms, 

He olitaiued his li,-elihood as fore1'nan at the Corn-flour i\Iill at Tesbµrgh for 
Ycry many ~-cai-s, and was much respected· by business men. The- decea:sed 
was buried in the Parish Churchyard in the same grave as his wife, who had 
heen dead some years. ~fay the L'ord ble'ss his family, and sanctify to them 
the loss of a godly, praymg father. · · 

"·servant of God, well· done, 
Rest from thy loved employ : . 

The battle-Iought, the victory won, 
Enter thy Master's joy." 

TEACH THE 'WORD. 
·TO THE CLERGY. 

Tim Bible for our children-the Bible, nothing more, · 
With none of your elaborate 'words· to make the meaning sure; · 
We want no frenzied clergy declaiming in our schools, 
For children can believe a •lie as well as larger tools. 
Oh, seldom in the after that cometh to a child, 
Does it forget the themes with which its childhood was beguiled; , 
The Bible for- our children~the-Bible,, nothing more, 
For this, above all .other, is the treasure of the poor, 
Say not, "It needs explaining, they understabd it wrong ;,_: 
Leave that to God; to Him alone its mysteries belong; -
Though few, if any, children-endued with common powers,. 
Would give inter:Pretations so .. unlike the truth as your~. 
'Twould please you well;! warrant; to have it' set aside, · 
To hide once more the key of light for which Oill martyrs died; 
And if our rulers yield not thatyoulits mediums be, ' 
"Down with religion in our schools," your altered cry -will be .. 
The Bible for 'our childten-"-the Bible, nothing more: . 
The rich have need to learn its words, its words support the poor ; 
What is it else now steilllp.ing the tide of Romish rules? 
Oh, spare thy ruin, England-gt've the Bible to our schools I 
What waits there for our children in this dear land of ours, . 
If priests may lure their infant miµds with crucifix and flowers ? 
We leave them·with Jehovali,-His grace is ever sure, 
An4 claim from England, for our ba-bes,-the Bible, nothing more I 

. ' '_M. A, CH~P\,IN, 
Galleywood. 

LIGHT does not travel from the sun so swiftly as the quickened bodies of the 
saints shall rise into glory, honour, and immortality,,when the Saviour of man 
shall appear, ll,nd the archangel's trumpet sound. "In- a mqmeµt,. in the 
twinkling of an eye, .• , , the dead shaU be raised incorruptible, _and we s!J.o.ll be 
<:banged."-Toplady 
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OUR ·:c}iURCHES, 'OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
METROPOLITAN ASSOCIAT10N OF 

STRIC'l' BAP'l'IST CHURCHES 
HALF-YEARLY MEETING. 

" How did mr heart rejoice to hear 
. My friends devoutly ss,y, 
.'.In Zion let us all appear. 

And keep the solemn day." 
TUESDAY, October H, was the day set 
apart. for ~h~ half-y.early gathering (!f 
this assoc1at10n, which was held this 
year at Dacre-park chapel, Lee. The 
delegates l:>egan. to l).rrive. early, with a 
pleasing ex_press10n on their C?11!1tenance 
which r11mmded us of Watts lmes,-

" Up to her courts with joys unknown 
The holy tribes repair." 

The pleasur!lafforded those 'who_ ~eet at 
these times 1s very great and _spuitually 
refreshing, and. each returnmg: oppor· 
tunity iSr looked forward to with fond 
anticipation. There are no lord's-tem
poral belongi1;1g ~o ~his com!Ilunity, but 
it can truly be said m the spirit and lan
guage of Paul to the Philippians (ii. 3}, 
that nothing is ~one th:rough strif!) or 
vain glory, but m 'lowll'.l'.less of mmd, 
each esteemeth the other better than 
themselves. This is no mere sentiment, 
.but an 

UNMISTAKABLE TRUISM, 

God be thanked and praised for such a 
spirit of unity among the sect every
where spoken against. As a body we are 
not infallible, but we do claim to be
and defy contradiction-the nearest to 
New Testament principles in Church 
order and practice, than any other sec
tion extant. 

The Berks., Buck~ .. Herts., and Oxon, 
and the Suffolk and Nor folk Association, 
working· on the same lines, have our 
hearty approval, and we should be glad 
to see other counties in our highly
favoured land following on, realising, 
what we have proved to be a fact that 

UNITY IS STRENGTH, 

On this occasion, the meeting com
menced at 2.30, with the president, the 
veteran · 

MR. C. WILSON, 

in the chair,-who has stood the burden 
and heat of the day and whose praise is 
in all the Churches-by giving out Mr. 
Hart's well-known hymn.-

" Come, Holy Spirit, come, . 
Let Thy bright ben.msarise,. 

Dispel the sorrow from our mmcls 
The darkness from our eyes." 

Mr. Wilson read Psalms cxxi. and cxxii., 
and Mr.· Mitchell offered prayer, 

The president expressed his plea.surf! at 
seeing: JlO ma!}Y dele!l"ate~ present, _which 
testified· to moreasmg mterest m the 
assooiation, and of unity among tha 
Churches of truth,whose chief object was 
the glory of God and the good of so1;1ls. 

The minutes of the annual meetmg 

held last March were read and confirmed. 
Three Churches who had prescribed to 
the fundamental doctrines of grace and 
rules of the society, were then added t0 
the association-viz.,. The Church at 
Chatham-road, Wandsworth• common; 
Goldsmith-road, Leyton, E~sex. and 
Caterham Valley, Snrrey, Mr. Wilson 
giving the representatives of these 
Churches the ;right hand of fellowship, 
and a few kindly words of welcome in 
the name of the Lord. 
. The delegates then proceeded to elect 
the president for the year lS!lli-7, the 
choice falling upon Mr. Mitchell, pastor 
of Mount Zion, Chadwell-street. Thi~ 
being followed by the election of vice
president, which resulted in Mr.E. White, 
of Enon, Woolwich, being called upon to 
fill that office. Kich of these brethren 
thanking the friends.for the honour con
ferred upon them, promising, by the 
help of the Lord, to do their best for the 
advancement of the cause of God. 

Fifteen good brethren and true ;were 
then elected to serve on the committee. 

During the past year, one aged pastor, 
Mr. W. Flack, had been translated, and 
after kindly reference to him by the 
president, he asked the delegates to rise 
to their feet and sing the hymn com
mencing, 

''Lo: I see the fair immortal~ 
Enter to the blissful seats: 

Glor:, opens wide her portals 
And the Saviour·s train at.lmib 

and the secretary was requested to write 
a letter of sympathy to the bereaved 
Ohurch at Salem, Wilton-square. 

During the afternoon, while the scru
tineers were counting the votes. prayers 
were offered and hymns sung. 

Mr. Box, the senior secretary, urged all 
the. brethren to note the second Tuesday 
i!l March, and the second Tuesday in 
October of ea.eh year, were fixed for the 
yearly and half-yearly gatherings of the 
association. 

The Church, through pa>tor T. Jones, 
gave the association a hearty invite to 
hold their annual meeting a.t Zion. Xew 
Cr0ss, in March next. The cordial invi
tat-ion was accepted with thanks. New 
cross is easily reached by the S .. E.R. f.rom 
Cha.ring-cross, Cannon-street.or London
bridge. Zion chapel is not ft ve minutes 
from New-cross Station. The 

EVENING MEETING 

began at 6 o'clock by singing, 
1' 0, could [ speak the mn.tchle~.-; worth, 

O,could I sound the glories fortn, 
\Vhich in my Saviour sbine ! 

I'd soarancl touch the hen,venly string;-;, 
.::\.nd vie with Gabriel while he siog~ 

In notes almo . .:,t divine.'' 

The president read P~alm lxxxiv .. 
emphasising the fourth verse: '·Blessed 
are they 
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THAT DWELL 
in Thv house." Some Christians, said 
Mr. Wilson, only oome ocoosionally, 
this is a matter that should be pressed 
home on the minds of members of our 
Churches, especially the younger ones, 
on being received into communion. 

After the usual devotional service, in 
which Messrs. Box and Abbott engaged, 
Mr. A. Steele, in appropriate words, 
thanked the friends at Dacre-park for 
so kindly entertaining the association 
and amply providing the necessary 
refreshing meal. The motion was 
seconded bv Mr. Hodges, and carried 
unanimously. Mr. Lynn, the pastor, 
replying. lllr. Hart's hymn, 

" Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched," 
being- sung, Mr. E. White ascended the 
pulpit, and preached a sound and soul
cheering sermon from " TherE shall be 
an handful of corn upon the top of the 
mountain, the fruit thereof shall shake 
like Lebanon; and they of the city shall 
flourish like grass of the earth'' (Psa. 
lxxii. 16). 

The day's services closed by singing 
the coronation anthem, 

.. A..11 ha.ii the power of Jesu's name." 
There were over 100 ministers and 

delegates present in the afternoon. Tea 
was well served in the spacious school
rooms and vestries. A large gathering 
assembled in the evening. The collec
tions for General Fund was good, and a 
better feeling of Christian love conld 
not possibly pervade any assembly. Each 
returning to their home saying," It was 
good to be there."-J. W. B. 

HACKNEY (SHALOM, OvAL).-On 
-Sunday, Sept. 29, our beloved pastor, H. 
Myerson, had the joy of baptizing two 
of his grandsons. The lads, living at 
Enfield, were not joined tons in Church 
fellowship. It nevertheless gave us 
pleasure to see our pool open once more. 
We believe there are others waiting and 
longing to pass through this ordinance, 
but are hindered by Satan. May the 
dear Lord be pleased to manifest Himself 
to all such and enable them to obey His 
co_mmand and thus enlarge Zion, and to 
His holy name shall be the praise.-D. L. 

IPSWICH.-Ourharvestthanks"iving 
services at Zoar, were held Oct. 2. 1':heer
ful hearts and willing hands had adorned 
the chapel with fruits and flowers. Mr. 
E. Mitchell, of London, was the after
noon preacher; the large congregation 
assembled was witness to the popularity 
and esteem in which he is held amongst 
our Churches. M.r. Mitchell gave us a 
most blessed and precious discourse, full 
of beautiful ideas upon the goodness of 
God in providing for all His creatures, 
and full of sublime thoughts on the free 
and sovereign grace of God in the sa.l va
tion of His people. Over 140 sat down 

to-a well-provided tea. At the evening 
meeting the oha.pel was well filled. Our 
beloved and esteemed pastor (Mr 
Barden~) presided. Mr. Motson, of Cla.o: 
ton-on-Sea., 18?- us to the throne of _gra.oe, 
a.nd a.ppropr1a.te a.nd God-glorifying 
addresses were delivered by Mr. l{ern 
"!ho (a.s pa.stor and representing thJ 
sister cause, many of whom were pre
sent) we love to welcome at Zoa.r; also 
by Mr. Mitchell (London), Mr. Ling 
~Ipswich), a.nd the young pastor of 
Grundisburgh, brother Tooli:e. During 
the eveniug, the pastor presented with 
many good wishes, to a most worthy 
recipient, a dressing-case and a. handsome 
black marble clock _with striking gong. 
Engra.ved upon a silver plate, the clock 
bear~ the fo~lowing inscription: -
Presented.to MR. JONATHAN THREAD-

GALL, by the memben of the Church 
and congregation of Zoar chapel, Ips
wich, in recognition of his services for 
several years as organist, October 2, 
1895. 
Mr. Threadgall having accepted the 

present. briefly thanked all the friends. 
Our pleasure was greatly enhanced by 
the thought that this is not a going 
away presentation. Our young friend 
has pa.ssed throng h the school, has grown 
up amongst us from youth to manhood, 
and has no desire to leave. His regular 
a.nd punctual attendance bespeak his 
love to the service, that being his only 
reward, and we are s_ure that everyone 
who worships with us, wish for him 
many happy years of praising God on 
earth, and afterward 1to praise Him for 
ever above, Thus was spent a very 
sacred and happy day; we had good sing
ing led by our brother S. Garrard, a rich 
gospel table, a splendid tea., good congre
gations and good collections. We felt 
our hearts blessed a.nd cheered by the 
sacred Spirit's influence. And to our 
'.rriune God shall be a.11 the praise. 

The following address accompanied 
the presentation of the timepiece and 
dressing-case : 

Ipswich, Oct. 2, 1895, 
Mr. Jona.tha.n Threadga!l, 

Dear Friend,-We the undermen• 
tioned member• of the Church and con
gregation meeting for worship at Zoar 
chapel, beg your acceptance of the accom· 
panying timepiece and dressing-case, as a 
small token of our gra,titude for your 
assista.nce in the worship of the Lord·s 
house by presiding at the orga,n during !,he 
last seven years. Mav God ever bless you 
and increase your delight in the service of 
His house, a,nd when you have finished 
serving Him here below, be favoured to 
join the harpers above. [Here followed 
the names of the donors]. 

-H. BALDWIN. 

WALTH AM ABBE Y.-Harvest 
thanksgiving services were held here on 
Thursday, Oct. a. Mr . .I!'. C. Holden, who 
has preached the sermon at this annual 
service for many years, a.gain occupied 
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the pulpit, and delivered a tnllwei!!'ht 
Gospel disoourse; the preaoher waxmg 
warm and eloquent as he proceeded with 
his subject. The afternoon congreg-ation 
was large. The spacious schoolroom was 
•Crowded at tea-time. In the evening, 
Mr. G, Bald win predided; and announced 
hymn 641, 

'' When Israel by divine command 
The pathless desert trod," &c. 

and, after reading John iv., Mr. Casse, 
from Chatham, offered prayer. The 
chairman ga.ve an excellent address on 
·" the providential and gracious goodness 
of God." Addresses followed by brethren 
Holden, Turner, Lovelock, Lowrie, and 
W. Webb, all of Elim, Limehouse; also 
iby brethren Langford, Gibben•, and 
J. W. B. The chapel was near full in 
the evening.., and the collections were 
,good. The 1,ord's presence was sweetly 
realised. Mr. Pallett, senr., led the songs 
·of praise, which were heartilv sung. We 
a1;e glad the cause here is going on very 
mcely.-J. W. B. 

CLAPHAM (C0URLAND·GR0VE).-
Wednesday, Oct. 2, friends gathered in 
goodly numbers in this time-honoured 
sanctuary to acknowledge the goodness 
.of Gnd in sending a bountiful harvest. 
Th~ thank-offerings being devoted to the 
·" Ladies' Benevolent Society," in con· 
nection with the cause. This society 
was eet on foot by Mrs. Chivers in the 
year 1880, and has been the means of 
much good. The following is a brief 

•extract from the report:-
" It is one of the highest privileges of Chris

tian life that we may serve onr Master, per
·haps more entirely than in any other way, 
by seeking out and visiting even the least of 
His brethren and sisters in their poverty and 
sickness, and so to tread, though at a great 
distance in the footsteps of Him who went 
about doing good." 

In the afternoon, Mr. J. Box preached 
and made a strong appe:i.l on behalf of 
the society. At the close, friends 
,gathered round the tea tables, and were 
well supplied. At the evening meeting 
John W. Banks presided. Mr. Dads well, 
the pastor, read the report, and addresses 
were delivered by Messrs. E. W. Flegg, 
Langford, Mutimer, and others. Messrs. 
Beecher and Licence offered prayer. The 
pastor, deacons, and Church are going on 
peaceably, amicably, and united for the 
glory of God and the good of the cause. 
-J, W. B. 

FRESSINGFIELD,-Harvest tha.nks
!?iving services were held here on Tues
•day, September 2·!th, 1895, under some
what brilliant and hot wea.ther. Service 
commenced by singing, "Come, Thou 
Fount of every blessing," and, after 
reading and prayer, we were privileged 
to hear a Christ-exalting sermon by Mr, 
H. D. Tooke, of Grundisburgh, from 
Ruth xvi. (latter olause), under these 
headings: l!'irst, Gorl's visits; secondly, 

the practical character of God' a visits. 
God visited His people most wondrously 
in the Person of Jesus Christ; God's 
personal visits to the heart of every 
soul that hits been brought to know the 
need of a Saviour; visits of satisfaction 
tn every heart are greatly experienced. 
Thirdly. God's visits to His people are 
known (who have left the token behind 
them) by a blessing well fitted and 
cared for as regards feeding the living 
soul~ with bread: "He will abundantly 
bless us in our daily life." Tea was 
partaken of by 112 friends from adjoin
ing parishes, after which they adjourned 
to the evening service, which com
menced by singing, "To praise the ever
bounteous Lord," and, after reading 
and prayer, we were again privileged to 
hear another Christ-exalting sermon by 
Mr. Tooke from Mark iv. 28. When the 
great harvest-day shall come, may one 
and all be ready to meet the Lord of 
harvest.-A. CRANE. 

STOKE ASH, SUFFOLK.-Harvest 
thanksgiving services were held on 
Wednesday, October 2nd. Mr. W. J. 
Styles preached two very instructive 
sermons, which were listened to with 
much pleasure by many ministerial 
brethren present. In addition to Mr. 
Styles,were Mr. Saunders (Stowmarket), 
Mr. Easter (Diss). and the venerable 
pastor, C. Hill, all of which took some 
part in the services. May the Lord add 
His blessing.-P. BA.RRELL. 

FORMATION OF A CffC"RCH AT 
PORTSMOUTH. 

ON September 18th, the friends who 
opened the rooms in February last, 
known as Clarendon Hall, Clarendon
street, Portsmouth, for the preaching of 
the Gospel. had the pleasure of witness
ing the formation of a Strict Baptist 
Church. 

After assenting to the declaration of 
faith and practice according to the New 
Testament, and the rules to be observed 
by the Church, ten baotized believers 
joined hands, and in the name of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, were declared a 
New Testament Church. The choice of 
officers followed. 

In the evening a public meeting was 
held, Brother Cudmore in the chair, 
when a goodly number assembled. 
Brother G. Spratt supplicated God's 
blessing. The chairman addressed the 
friends, his remarks embracing experi
mental and practical matters in connec
tion with those professing vita.I godli
ness. A hymn of praise was sung, and 
brethren Barnett and C. W. Spratt gave 
Gospel addresses. We felt the Lord's 
presence, and sang-

" All hail the power of J esu's name.'' 
The Lord's Supper was administered by 
brother Cudmore, which proved to be a 
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8acred season to eacb-,,ull'cnly we oan say 
the Lord favours U'8, .,.,-

We opened the :hall last February: 
(lSW,) : very few attended, but, by 
God's gr,tee, we plodded on •thllO:Ugh · 
many difficulties, and now a Church is 
formed with ten members, and we 
believe others will follow our dear LorJ. 

saints. · ·Re wa.s,subS'equently led to see 
baptism, and, to embrace the doctrines of 
graoe in.their entirety, wllen he ea.me out 
from the W esleya11s, and has now been 
connected with ithe•'ilih,ptists for some 
considerable time. He related how, in. 
the providence ,of God, he was led to 
Great Gidding; and also the truths bit 
intended, with God's help, to preach. 
This closed the afternoon service. 

in baptism. , 
Our services are attended with in,, 

creasing numbers, :n heing present last 
Lord's-day eveninl,\', Brother Cudmore, 
speaking from Zech. iv, G, "Not by 
might, nor by power, bnt by My Spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts," our faith was, 
indeed, strengthened and God glorified, 
.. The Lord hath done great things for 
us. whereof we are glad,'' Brethren, 
pray for us. that we may walk humbly 
before the Lord. 

,T 0HN S. J 0RDA.N. Chu.i·ch Secretary. 
,:,, Sa,muel-road, Portsmouth. 

PIMLICO (CA.RMEL).-Harvest ser
vices were held on Sunday, September 
22nd and Tuesday. September 24th. 
Two sermons by J. Kingston (pastor) 
on Sunday; and sermon by pastor T. 
Jones, of New Cross, on Tuesday after
noon. Public meeting in the evening, 
JJresided over by Mr. J. W. Banks. 
Addresses by brethren Flower, Ilolden, 
Sears, Banyard. and Kingston (pastor). 
"He is faithful that bath_ promised." 
-W.R. 

ORDINATION OF MR. CHARLES 
THEW. AT GREAT GIDDING. 

ON Tuesday, October let, pleasing and 
profitable Eervices were held in this 
time-honoured sanctuary in connection 
with the public recognition of Ill r. Thew 
as pastor. The ea.use has had. in days 
1,ast, good and g-racious men of God, 
who have lovingly and successfully 
laboured in the work of the ministry, 
and who have either died, and been 
buried in the peaceful graveyard sur
ronnding the chapel, or have been 
removed to other spheres of labour. 
For some time the cause had been in a 
low state, and much anxiety was felt by 
the officers as to their future. Prayer 
was, however, made ; God heard, and 
answered, and has sent them a suitable 
brother to labour in their midst. 

The service of the afternoon began by 
singing hymn 370 (Gadsby). Brother 
Burgess read 1 Tim. iii. Brother Sadler 
engaged in prayer. Brother Hand stated 
the nature of a Gospel Church. This 
he did tellingly, declaring that it was a 
purely spiritual institution. . 

The pastor-elect then related his call 
by grace, which took place whilst he 
was among the Wesleyans. It was clear 
and sa tisfa.ctory. His call also to preach 
the Gos1,el, which he did at first 
amongst that body, until objections 
were raised as to his preaching the 
doctrine of the final perseverance of the 

After a. social cup of tea., the .friends 
ass~mbled for the evening meeting, 
which, as was , . the afternoon, was, 
presided over by Mr, Illll';re,s, of 
Wellingboro'. Deacon Southwell tpld, 
us how. they were led to choose brother 
Thew as their pastor, and that he had 
been labouring successfully in theiir 
midst now about 1S mon,ths, Brother 
Hand offered the ordination prayer. 
The chairman then gave the pastor his 
charge from 1 Tim. iv. !G. Noticiiig{l) 
The watchfulness commanded,· (2) The 
perseverance enjoined, and (3) ·The 
promise given. Brother Sadler followed 
with the cbar!l'e to the Church, takin!l' 
as the basis of his rell).a.rks Phil, ii. 29. 
Excellent advice was given to the 
Church, and wishes expressed, and 
prayers. offered, that the union formed 
that. day may prove to be a long, a 
happy, and a. prosperous one. ' 

The ea.use is looking up; friends are 
gathering round, and we are believing 
that there a.re bright days in store for 
this people. The centenary of the cause 
was celebrated in 1890, F. G. B. 

Wellingboro.' 

CATWORTH. -Harvest celebration 
services were held here on Wednesday, 
October 2nd, when sermons were 
preached by Mr. Burgess, of Welling
boro', both afternoon and evening. 
This cause is under the pastoral care of 
Mr. Burkitt, of St. Neots, who, for 11 
years, has driven 12 -miles each way on 
Lord's-day to minister to his people. 
Re has the pleasure of being over a 
united, happy people, who much 
appreciate his ministry, He dwells in 
their affections. Our denomination 
owes a debt of gratitude to not a few 
men who, like our brother, after labour
ing the whole of the week for the
support of themselves and families, 
spends the Sabbath in ministering in 
some secluded part of the Lord's vine
yard. Their reward is great in heaven, 
-F.G. B. 

UCKFIELD.-The pastor's anni
versary and harvest thanksgiving, 
services were held on Wednesday, Sept. 
25th. Mr. B. Gray, of Ebenezer Chapel, 
Brig-bton, preached in the afternoon. 
o\t five o'clock a goodly company sat 
down to tea. There was a public 
meeting in the evening, the pastor, Mr. 
H. Gardner, ·presiding; and stirring 
addresses were given by Messrs. B. Gray· 
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and Virgo (Brighton), J. P. Morris 
(Lewes), and others. A very happy 
evening was spent. We are pleased to 
say that the Lord is prospering the 
work of our pastor. During the past 
year he has had the pleasure of 
baptizing five; two have also been added 
to the Church by transfer.-F. G. H. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION (PR0VI• 
DENCE CHAPEL).-On TueRday, October 
1st, harvest thanksgiving services were 
held. Mr. E. Mitchell preached in the 
afternoon to a good company. The 
sermon was much enjoyed. Tea was 
served in the schoolroom. A good con
gregation assembled at the evening 
meeting, which commenced by singing: 

"Jesus! Ilove Thy charming name, 
'Tis music to my ears." 

Mr. W. Abbott took the chair, and read 
Psa. ciii. Mr. A. Licence engaged in 
prayer. The chairman, in his opening 
address, expreseed his pleasure at seeing 
the sanctuary in such a good and clean 
condition. He hoped that brother Sears 
and all the friends might be able to 
rejoice together at seeing the work of 
the Lord prosper in his hands. It was 
the blessing of God, however, he 
pointed out, which could alone enrich 
and gladden the heart. Much regret 
was expressed at the announcement 
that Mr. I. Ballard would be unable to 
be present, and, in his absence, the 
chairman' called upon Mr. J. W. Banks. 
Mr. Banks said the meeting could not 
have commenced better than it had, for 
it opened with a word which cheers the 
heart of every child of God-Jesus. He 
pointed out that it was not the mere 
word, but the sweetness of its meaning. 
ln speaking of the goodness of the Lord, 
he remarked that, during all the years 
of their life, the Lord had watched over 
His people and been a God of provi
dence. .He certainly is a God of grace, 
for there was a time when the song of 
the world was our chief delight, but 
now we like to sing about that name 
with which we commenced the service. 
He rejoiced to hear that Mr. Sears' 
ministry had been blessed to seeking 
souls, and, in conclusion, said that 
brother Sears had a nice pulpit to 
preach in, a nice Gospel to preach 
about, and a nice Master to work for. 
Mr. E. Marsh said that though this was 
his first visit to the chapel, ye~ he soon 
felt at home, for 

"Kindred spirits find n, blending 
At. one mercy-seat." 

After expreseing the hope that should 
brother Sears settle here, his ministry 
would be greatly blessed, he spoke very 
nioely from the words, "Tbe bread of 
God." Mr. E. Mitchell said that, having 
preached in the afternoon, he would not 
attempt to make a speech, but confined 
himself to making Romtl further re
marks on the lines, "Jesus, I love Thy 

charming name," relating his expe
riences which had made them precious 
to him. Mr. J. Bush stated that be had 
spoken at a great many harvest thanks
giving services1 but God had given him a. 
message for this one, and it was about 
the covenant God made with Noah. He 
6mphasized the fact that sin without a. 
sacrifice must bring destruction. but 
with the sacrifice God can pardon. and 
we are indebted to His covenant f0r all 
the goodness displayed towards us. The 
chairman then called upon Mr. Sears, 
whom he described a.a the "principal 
speaker." Mr. Sears fi"t thanked the 
preceding speakers for the kind words 
which they had given him. 

"Kind word.~ can never die, 
Cherished and hlest: 

God knows how deep they lie 
Stored in the breast." 

He hoped soon to be able to say, in the 
words of the text, " Come, magnify the 
Lord with :il!E," when the supplicated 
blessing came. He then spoke from the 
words, "Blessed be the Lord who daily 
loadeth us with benefits." He said the 
Lord's benefits were indeed a blessing 
suited to us and to our circumstances, 
and we have a load of them EVERY Dd Y. 
A collection was taken for the cause, 
and, after. a hearty rendering ot' the 
doxology, the meeting dispersed. We 
felt it truly good to be there, aud the 
savour of the words spoken remained 
with us many days.-FRED. W. KEV d)[. 

WOOLWICH (ENON).-In the very 
centre of a spiritually dark benig-hted 
neighbourhood, the Church at Enon 
has, through the goodness of our 
covenant-keeping- God. been enabled to 
celebrate the 138th anniversary of its 
formation. Special services were hpld 
on Sunday, September 22nd, 1S9.,. The 
pastor, Mr. E. White, being helped to 
preach an excellent sermon in the 
morning- from 1 Car. xv. 58 ; Mr .. John 
Box following- in an admira.ble manner 
from Rom. viii. 2G; good congreg-atious 
attending both services. On the follow
ing- Tuesday, Mr. Mitchell g-a.ve a very 
able discourse from Phil. i. 6, to which 
a goodly number li,tened, and greatly 
appreciated. After the social meal had 
been partaken of, the evening meeting 
opened with the hearty singing of the 
hymn, 

"Gren.t the joy when Christbns meet,'' 
followed by ~ r. West, of Erith. implor
ing tbe Divine pre,ence and blessing. 
Mr. Piggott. who kindly acted as 
chairman, and whom we are glad to see 
restored to health and service in the 
Master's name. then called on Mr. 
Mitchell to ~peak a few words, to which 
he responded by turning to Heb. ,d. G, 
last clause, ·• He had this testimon v, that 
he pleased God," referring to Enoch. 
May we htwe this testimony. The 

I beloved pastor then spoke from Psa.. 
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xlvi. fi. "God is in the midst of her," 
&c. This is tl1e eecret of the long 
continuance of this Church, After 
1mother hymn, the chairman called on 
Mr. ,Tohn Box. who, referring to what 
had been said of Enoch as what was 
the chief feature of his life, "He 
walked with God, having communion 
with Him." The chairman made some 
very encouraging remarks on '· Thy 
God reigneth,.: Mr. Marsh following 
from Ezek. xxxiv. 26. "There shall be 
showers of blessings.'' Mr. Jones, of 
Kew Cross. preached the Gospel, 11111/tum 
;n pan·o, showing man·8 state in three 
ways-without Christ, in Christ, with 
Christ. As a meeting at Enon seems 
incomplete without a few words from 
l\fr. Abrahams, he spok" very sweetly 
on the one word'· Kept." Were it possible 
to send a teleg-raphic message to the 
twelve who, 13S years a.go, first formei 
this Church. one word would be 
sufficient," Kept.'' May Enon long be 
kept in the honoured position she 
occupies. 

GRA ,ESEKD.-We a.re gratified to 
know that the ministry of Mr. C. Guy is 
being blessed by the Lord at Zoar Chapel, 
Gravesend. The meetings are well 
attended. On the evening of Lord's
day, October 6th, at the Lord's Supper, 
Mr. Guy, on behalf of the Church, gave 
the right hand of fellowship, with 
appropriate addresses, to ten brethren 
and sisters. seven of whom hP. baptized 
on the eveninf!' of Lord's-day, September 
29th, the other three had been previously 
baptized. 

NORWICH (ORF0RD-HILL).-Ha.rve;t 
thanksgiving services were held here on 
Sunday, September 22nd, when brother 
\Y. Gill, of Willingham. preached ap
propriate sermons morning and even
ing, and gave a. suitable address in the 
afternoon to teachers and scholars in 
the Sunday-school. Brother Gill is one of 
the old -fashioned sort, and his discourses 
were much appreciated by young and 
old. On the following Thursday, 
September 2fith, there was a tea. at six 
o'clock and public meeting at half-pa.at 
seven. tbe chapel being nicPly dt,corated 
with fruits and flowers by lady friends. 
The evening meeting waij ably presided 
over by Mr. R King, C.C., of Plum-
8tead, supported by brethren W. Gill, 
T. L. Sapey. T. Bullimore, D. Bennett, 
B.A.. J. Dunhard, and our young 
brother Fairhurst ; these ea.eh gave 
short Go•i,el addresses on seasonable 
toi,ics. Theeeservices were the best we 
have had here for several years pa.Rt. 
The collections amounted to slightly 
over £10. To God be all the praise, 
Our prayer is: Oh, God, revive us; send 
us an under-shepherd, sp that the sca.t
tered flock may a.gain be united and 
stroug. Brother H. E. Bond, of Leyton, 
a slight relative of the writer, being on 

a holiday tom:, kindly pa.id us a surprise 
visit, in company with a. mutual friend 
We had quite a. two-hours' oha.t, brothe1: 
Gill being with us; we were sorry he had 
to leave before tea was over, previous 
a.rran!l'ements rendering it impossible 
for him to sta.y.-R. F. 

SURREY TABERNACLE. 
THE 65tl1 a.nniver~ary of the formation 
of this Church was held on Wednesday, 
October 16th, in this noble sanctuary, 
and the evening meeting was truly a 
thanksgiving for the goodness of God 
in the formation and preservation of 
the Church, keeping them firm in the 
truth all the years of the past, and also 
for the especial goodness and mercy of 
our covenant God in the present year. 

The friends have repaired, renovated, 
and beautified this "Pa.lace built for 
God," and we never saw the Tabernacle 
look n10re handsome than it now does, 
and it will well repa.ya visit that lovers 
of truth may make; they may be sure 
of a hearty welcome, and will hear 
Eome of the glorious truths of the ever
lasting Gospel, and see what loving 
hearts and loving hands can do for the 
good of the cause and the glory of God. 

The services commenced at 3.15 in the 
afternoon, the honoured and mnch 
loved pastor occupying the pulpit. He 
preached a soul-comforting a.ud edify
ing sermon from 2 Sam. vii. 29, " With 
Thy blessing let the house •of Thy 
servant be blessed for ever." Tea wn.s 
served in the la.rge vestry to a.bout 25(} 
friends, and in the evening a. public 
meeting was held, presided over by 
the pastor. On the platform we 
sa.w brethren Bush, Da.dswell, Gray 
(Brighton),Mea.d,a.nd Thoma.sB,ldwin, 
with the deacons, and our brother 
Dolbey looked perfectly happy in their 
midst. 

After singing, reading of the Word, 
and earnest prayer by brother Baldwin, 
the cha.irma.n introduced. in a few 
words, the subject of the meeting, 
shortly reviewing the mercies of God 
during the past 6:l years, and then' 
called upon our esteemed brother 
Boulden, the trea.Rurer, to ma.ke a state
ment of the Lord's goodness respecting 
the renovation fund. This he did in a 
very concise manner, first reminding 
us that on the suggestion of a lady 
meinber of the Church subscriptions 
were invited for the renovation of the 
chapPl and re~ponded to, and in t,he 
month of April a. socia.l meeting was 
held, anti an approximate of the a.mount 
required having been ascertained, dona
tions and promise3 were given and 
ma.de which neal'ly covered the amount. 
That meeting brought to the remem
brance of many then present the meet
inl!' in the old t11,bernacle when the 
building of the 1,rescnt one wa.s resolved 
upon. The work ho.R been done by a 
brother beloved in the Church (Mr. 
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Falkner), and done well and the house 
looks most beautiful. The total cost, 
including new carpet for the platform 
and sundries, amounted to £760, and 
with the exception of a very few 
pounds the whole had been subscribed, 
and those few pounds had been pro
mised, so that NO debt remained. 
"What hath God wrought?" Our 
brother·s statement was listened to 
with great interest, end no doubt the 
heartfelt ·· Bless the Lord, 0 my soul," 
went up from the several hundreds of 
friends prflsent. 

Brother Crowhurst followed with lov
ing words of gratitude and praise for 
such unspeakable mercies received, and 
then came our brother BuPh, who 
founded his address on Deut. ii. 7. After 
him brother Gray (Brighton), who spoke 
well· of the glorious Lord. Brother 
Rundell followed with some good, bold, 
stirring words. Brother 11'1.ead came 
next, and after him brother Dadswell, 
who spoke from Haggai ii. 5, "My Spirit 
remaineth among you; fear ye not." 
Then came brother Carr with ~ome 
good words and true, and brother Gray 
(deacon) spoke from the words, "And 
Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God; 
and all the people answered, Amen, 
Amen" (N eh. viii. G). The pastor then, 
in his cheerful, earnest sty le, spoke of 
the exceeding goodness of the Lord in 
inclining the hearts of His people to do 
what had been done, and again the 
crown of glory was placed on the 
glorious head of Him who alone is 
worthy to wear it, and after heartily 
singing," All hail the power of Jesu's 
name," and the benediction pronounced, 
the large congregation dispersed, feel
ing that God had been of a very truth 
in our midst. Amen.-ONE WHO WAS 
THERE. 

HIGH WYCOMBE (ZION). - The 
217th annivereary of the cause of God 
here was held on Monday, Sept. 23rd. 
Mr. J. Bush, of Kingston, preached two 
Christ-exalting, soul-cheering sermom, 
which were much appreciated by both 
our own friends as also by those who 
visited us on the occasion from Askett, 
Loudwater, Prestwood, Wooburn, and 
other places. The numbers at tea were 
very good, and altogether it was a good 
day and a very successful anniversary. 
We found muoh cause to bless our 
covenant God as Jehovah-Jireh, both 
providentially and spiritually. It is a 
matter for deep regret that the ancient 
records of this old cause have been 
entirely lost. No minutes of the doings 
of the Church are known to be in 
existence further back than the year 
1832. The first minute in the present 
minute-book, which was entered Aug., 
1832, states that the Churnh book was 
lost after the departure of Mr. Packer. 
Dut the Church is in possession of two 
precious relics proving the Church to 

be over 200 years old-viz., two anti'lue 
silver communion cups, hearing the 
following inscription: "The gift of 
Elizabeth Deane to ye Baptized Congre
gation of High Wickham, 16\12" How 
many have drank the wine from those 
two cups during the past 20:l years who 
are now before the throne! Two during 
the past year have been called away. 
one of whom was the oldest in member
ship, and the other the oldest in years. 
Still God is with us. In the spring of 
the present year it was found to be 
absolutely necessary to have the chapel. 
vestry, and schoolrooms repaired and 
renovated. For this purpo,e a fund 
was set on foot by means of collectin~ 
cards, which has been, through the 
goodness of our covenant God, fully 
successful. Between £fi0 and £ 70 has 
been raised and expended. AccDrding 
to the unanimous wish of the Church 
a thanksgiving service was held on 
Wednesday, Oct. 16th, when it was 
stated that all the work consiuered to 
be needed had been successfully and 
satisfactorily done; all the accounts 
had been paid, with nothing to spare. 
nothing being needed. The pastor 
stated they wished most heartily to 
thank all the friends who had so kindly 
helped them. He said he would take a 
text, not for exposition, but as a key
note for the evening-viz., ·• Xot unto 
us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy 
name give glory.·• Brethren C. Price, 
F. Tilbury, and G. Ives followed with 
some warm-hearted Gospel addresses, 
the theme of each being thanbgiving 
and praise, each in their own way. and 
each well heard, so that it proved a 
very enjoyable evening. Hallelujah! 
If all the friends who ha-ve so kindly 
helped us could have seen ancl heard 
the expressions of thankfulness from 
time to time they would doubtless have 
felt afresh the force of the word of the 
Lord, "It is more blessed to give than 
to receive." May our covenant God 
bless them all, and give tbPm a full 
reward. So prays-Josu.H 3IoRLING. 

SOHO {SHAFTESBURY· ~YENUE). -
Services commemorating the 21st anni
versary of brother Box's pastorate were 
heln here on Tuesday, Oct. 1, that in the 
afternoon being devoted to prayer and 
praise, interspersed by a most interesting 
as well as edifying- paper on•· Brave men 
of the olden time, and the lessons that 
their lives may teach us," from brother 
W. Jeyes Styles, whose thorough know
ledge of ministers of the Gospel enabled 
him to render his address unique. After 
tea the pnblic meeting, presided over by 
brother Box, commenced with singing, 
"Come, let us join our cheerful songs," 
&c. 'l'he chairmnn read Isa. Iii., and, 
after expressing· the considerable plea
sure it afforded him to have our dear 
brother James Fleg-g with him on the 
platform (who was an honourable mem-
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ber at Soho before he had the pastorate 
at Wood-green). asked him to eng-age in 
prayer. The president then rererrerl to 
the peace, unity, and concord existing 
between pastor and deacons at Soho, 
there never having been a j&r the whole 
of tbP twenty-one years between them. 
He considered this to be an infinite 
mercv, which he did not wish to boe.st 
of onh in the Lord: e.nd, after speaking 
of the goodness of God to them, both 
spirit,nall:r and providentially, ended his 
remarks by Paying," Let God have e.ll 
1,he g·lory. e.nd may His name be always 
honoured and adored in Soho." Another 
hymn was sung-, and brother Langford, 
being· the chairman's oldest friend on 
the platform. gave the first address, 
which was most encouraging to pastor 
and deacons. taking for his text pa.rt of 
Exod. X\'iii. 21: "Able men, such as fear 
God. men of truth, hating covetousness." 
Brother Wileman founded his remarkR 
on" And his hand clave unto the sword," 
time only permitting him to comment 
on three swords, viz.: (1) The Word of 
God: (2) The divinity of Christ; (S) The 
atoning work of the Lord ,Jesus Christ. 
After singing hymn 2:H (Denham), and 
ha.Ying a brotherly and stimulating 
address from Mr. Steele on the words, 
"I wish above all things that thou 
mayest prosper,'' brother Dadswell 
alluded to the apostle Paul taking- en
couragement from God's dear children, 
his text being-," Whom when Paul saw, 
he thanked God and took courag-e." A 
most inspiriting speech was delivered 
by brother E.W. Flegg, who was also in 
honourable and useful mP.mbership at 
Soho, from these words: '· If we believe 
not. yet He abideth faithful, He cannot 
deny Himself." Brother Reynolds dwelt 
most impressi\'ely on the revelation God 
gives to His children, taking as an illus
tration God's appearance to Moses in a 
burning bush. Brother Chilvers •·n
larged up~n the words, "God Almighty 
bless thee." After joining in another 
song of praise, brother Beecher closed 
with JJrayer. The meetings were of a 
most cheering character, there being a 
goodly number present, and the total 
amount collectect was £19 17s. Id.
MABEL. 

BC~GAY. 
,. Glorious things of thee are spoken, 

Zion, city of our God! 
He. whose arm cannot be broken, 

Formed thee for His own abode: 
On the Rock of ages founded, 

What can shake thy sure repose ? 
,Vitb salvation's wa.lls &urrounded, 

Thou rna1'st smile at all Thy foes." 

This language is expressive, we are 
g-lad to say, of the exverience of those 
worshipping here. We are in peace, 
1,astor and Church united in reciprocal 
affection ; souls are fed, and signs of a 
work of grace is manifest. especial] y in 
some of the young amongst us, for which 

we are truly glad. On Oct, 2 our heart• 
were made more glad hy the presence of 
our beloved brother R. E. Sears, &nd, 
best of all, his Master was manifestly 
with him. We had two grand Gospel 
sermons ; some said they never heard 
our brother better. Friends from e. 
distance, and others out of the town, 
increased our numbers by their kindly 
visit, the hearts or the people being 
warmed with heavenly fire. the influence 
of which gave us good collections. 
Altogether we had a good day. "All 
hail the power of Jesu's name," was 
heartil v sun,:r at the close, and we now 
add, "Praise God from whom all bless
ings flow," who has in mercy again 
"rPmembered us in our low estate."-
J. D. BOWTELL. 

GRA.VESEND (ZoAR).-On Wednes
day,Oct.16, theZoaritesatGravesendhad 
a good day with their harvest thanks
giving services. In the afternoon our 
esteemed friend a.nd brother Mr. E. 
Mitchell preached a soul-stirring sermon 
to a large, attentive. and appreciative 
congregation. Tea. was served in the 
schoolroom, which was barely l1u,:re 
enough to seat those who partook of 
" the cup that cheer~ bnt not in,.briates." 
In the evening Mr. C. Guy, of Brighton, 
presided and· conducted the buainess 
with propriety. introducing it with a 
modest but telling speech. After the 
devotional part of the service was con
cluded. speeches suited to the occasion 
were delivered bv brethren Hall (oE 
Meopham), Chandler (of Prittlewell), 
E. Mitchell (of London), and I. C. 
Johnson (of Gravesend). Suitable 
hymns were sung between the speeches, 
and the whole of the proceedings were 
characterized by brotherly love. A 
collection was taken at the close of· 
each service with- satisfactory results. 
We observed that the chapel had been. 
nicely renovated, the coBt of which, on 
enquiry, we found to be about £60, all 
of which had been provided and pa,id. 
Our friends, therefore, ha.ve cause to' 
thank the Lord, not only for the harvest, 
but for ab1mdant blessings of every 
kind. 

FLEET, IIANTS.-Harvest thanks
giving services were held here Oct. 15. 
Mr. Mitchell, of Mount Zion, Chad well
~treet, preached afternoon and evening. 
For an infant ea.use like this a large 
company of friends assembled, ~bout 
seventy in the afternoon. Over eighty 
took tea. The evening congregation 
was near a hundred. Collections, £6 10s. 
Mr. Mitchell's sermons were listened to 
with rapt attention, and we hope and 
believe the Word was blessed to many 
souls. We felt it to be a sweet and 
hallowed time. Mr. Fells, from Hartley
row, and friends from Aldershot and 
other places, visited us, and we rejoice 
to say the happy day all but closed 
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by singing, "All h&il the power of 
Jesus' name," and after the benediction 
we oould not help singing," Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow," -
J, WHITE. 

BERMONDSEY (LYNTON-ROAD).-
The anniversary services held here on 
Oot. 1 were very successful. In the 
afternoon Mr.John Bush preached from 
the word "Ebenezer," and was much 
helped; many feeling it good to be pre
sent. At the evening meeting Mr. 
Thomas Green (of the Surrey Taber
nacle) occupied the chair, the speakers 
being Mr. F. C. Holden, who addressed 
the meeting from the words, "It is He 
that hath madeus,and not we ourselves;" 
Mr. J.M. Rundell from "The Lord bath 
done great things for us whereof we are 
glad;'.' Mr. 0. S. Dolbey from " I will 
turn Mine hand upon the little ones," 
and Mr. B. T. Dale (pastor) from "Ocon
tinue Thy loving-kindness unto them 
that know Thee." Mr. Thomas Knott 
(one of the deacons) announced that it 
had been determined to endeavour to 
raise the sum of £350, to be applied in 
repairing the building and paying off an 
old debt of £200, an announcement 
which was warmly supported by Mr, 
Arnold Boulden. 

WALDRINGFIELD.-Harvest home 
meetings were held on Sept. 25. Brother 
John Hazelton, of Wattisham, preached 
a Christ-exalting sermon from 1 Peter i. 
29, truly and clearly setting forth the 
total depravity of the sinner, and the 

ONLY POSSIBLE-WAY OF SALVATION 
through the effectual operations of God 
the Holy Ghost in effecting the new 
birth and revealing a precious Christ 
who had finfahed the glorious work of 
salvation. The testimony was received 
by saints with joy-that much-despised 
old-fashioned Gospel, but so precious to 
the heaven-born family of God, was 
hailed· with delight. About 100 sat 
down to te&, then public meeting fol
lowed, addreAsed by brethren Hazelton, 
Keeble, and Bardens, upon the harvest, 
calling forth every expression of grati
tude for all temporal blessings, not for
getting the spiritual blessing where• 
with the saints are blessed in Christ 
Jesus, and the joyous prospect of being 
garnered at last with Him in glory. In 
all the sinner was abased, Christ was 
exalted, and saints made glad. Collec
tions 0 ·ood; doxology sung; benediction 
prono°;'inoed; all feeling it was good to be 
there.-JOHN. 

1 Cor. xv. nl. r,2, tbe evening-'s ?nhject. 
In brief. divided into the following 
leading thoughte:-"The Saint'~Harveet 
Horne," and "Christ's Harveflt Hom<> ... 
The last named wa• a solemn, searching 
Permon on the second advent of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. On the following 
Wednesday afternoon and evening 
brother T .. Jones, of N' ew Cross.preached, 
and waA heard with much profit and 
pleasure. A good company aasembled 
to the usual tea. The several services 
were helpful, hearty. and, we trust,God
glorifying. The ohject of the collec
tions was to clear the expenses of clean
ing and renovating the chapel, &c .. 
which we are deeply thankful to sav 
was attainerl. To our heavenly Fath~i
be given all the giory.-" HITHERTO.,, 

FINEDON.-Thursday, Sept. JG. was a 
day long to be remembered by the lovers 
of the distinguishing doctri.nes of the 
Gospel at Finedon; upon which occasion 
special, well-attended Eervices were held, 
many kind friends coming from Irth
lingborongh, Rushden, Wiloy. and Wei• 
lingborough, to encourage us hy their 
presence,sympathy,and help. We could 
but feel at the close of the evening ser
vice that 
''THE GOSPEL HAS XOT LOST ITS POWER," 
when we saw six vehicles waiting out
side to convey the friends home who had 
joined with us from a distance (a cir
cumstance not before known in connec
tion with the little chapel); to our Goi 
be all the praise. In the afternoon, at :l 
o'clock, our dear brother Burgess (Well
ingbornugh) was enabled to preach to the 
joy and comfort of many from Joshua i. 
ii. About !JO took tea.. At 6.:lO, the little 
chapel was filled, when our esteemed 
brother Marsh (Stratford) preached with 
freedom and power from John xx. :!O 
(latter part). We were heartily glad to 
meet with our brother Marsh once more, 
and also our brother Burgess, who often 
kindly walks over on a week evening to 
speak the Word of Life among us. Many 
felt the services to be solemn and sacred 
seasons,and our prayer is that the Lord 
would arise and have mercy upon Zion, 
and comfort all her waste places, sealing 
home His Word with power divine. Mav 
we realise it, and all other Churches o·f 
truth too,praysJ. T. P. 

MAIDSTONE (PROVIDEXCE, :il'Io..\.T· 
RO..\.D) looked well on Wednesday. Sept. 
:if>, when the usual harvest thanksgiving 
~ervices were held. Many of the fre
quenters of this little Church had sup
plied flowers and fruit. and the effect 

CHATHAM (ENON).-Harvest was most pleasing. Wewere well sup
thanksgiving services were held on plied with plants also. At ;; a goodly 
Lord's-day, Sept. 29, and Oct. 2. The number sat down to tea., kindly provided 
Sabbath's services, atwhioh our brother by Mr. and Mrs. Walters. Very appro· 
T. Vincent preached, being well priate hymns were sung most heartily 
attended· Acts xiv. 22 forming the J from Stevens' selection, especially hymn 
basis fo; the morning's discourse, and 945: 
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"' CornP. yC' t hankfnl prop le, <>OmP-, 
TI·1ise tlw "nng or hrtrYC!;;f, home; 
.'\_\[ is <..:1fc>ly g-a.t,hcred in, 
Ere> tlH' wint.cr ~torm-3 hegin.'' &c. 

Mr .• T. Cattell was the preacher both 
afternoon and evening, and preached 
most instructi"e and profitable sermons 
from P8a. xc.,ii.11, and Rev. vii. H Col
lection for ea.use, including tea, ,C2 9,. 4d. 

IPSWICH (BETHESDA).-It was our 
plea.sure to listen to our brother B .• J. 
~orthfield on Sunday, Sept. 15th, he 
being engaged to preach the harvest 
thankegi.,ing sermons. His Aermon in 
the morning- was founded on P~a.. cl. 6. 
In the afternoon we were reminded of 
what will be in the future (Ma.tt. xiii. 
-rn,, and in the evening Heh. ii. 3 formed 
the foundation of our brother's remarks. 
Friends from far a.nd nea.r joined us at 
these services. congregations were very 
good, and the Word well received. On 
the following Wednesday, Oct. 18th, 
these services were continued, together 
with the celebration of seventeen years 
of faithful la.hour of the pa.stor, Mr. 
Kern. A tea. was provided by dee.con 
Bird, assisted by many willing helpers, 
and a public meeting held in the even
ing. presided over by the warm-hearted 
11astor. supported by brethren Bland, 
Bardens, Ranson, attd Tooke, who ea.eh 
spoke to the praise of our God and for 
the encouragement of His people. 
Right glad were we to listen to each 
one as they unfolded in their own way 
the precious portions they were led to 
speak from. The choir during the 
evening sang two beautiful anthems, 
as well as that old-fashioned (and never 
to be replaced by the new) hymn. "To 
praise the ever bounteous Lord," to 
•· E<'thorn." A happy meetingha.d been 
anticipated, and was fully realised, the 
presence of the Lord being felt. Friends 
ea.me to our help, and after singing- the 
doxologv we started for home with the 
prayer, •· Lord, bless each sonl who has 
g-athered in Thy name, and may we ere 
lon::r see good results."-ONE WHO WAS 
THERE. 

SAXLINGHAM. NORFOLK-This 
old ea.use of truth has sadly declined of 
late year;,, many having been called 
away either by death or business. 
A.bout two years a.go a young brother, 
named Fairhurst. removed from March 
(in Cambridg-eshire) to Korwich. His 
pastor. Mr. B. J. Northfield, editor of 
Che,,ritlg iVords, kindly gave him an 
introduction to the deacons at Orford
hill, Norwich. who soon perceived that 
he was fitted for public speaking, and 
having mentioned the matter to him. 
were delighted to find that he himself 
had been much exercised in mind and 
wishful to speak in the Master's name, 
but was fearful a.nd timid. However, 
after a little godly conversation and 
counsel from the deacons, he consented 

to speak occasionally a.t the week-even• 
in_g services, and subsequently preached 
w1~h much. acceptance on a Sunday. 
This was e_v1d~ntly of the Spirit, for he 
was soon mv1ted here and there. The 
Saxlin~ha.m friends having heard him 
several times, gave him an invitation to 
occupy their pulpit, with a view to the 
pastorate, and though not accepting the 
invitation fully, yet he consented to 
pre~ch there for the present, waiting to 
see 1f the Lord's ha.nd was in it. Friends 
have come up well to the services and 
there is a spirit of hearing ma.nif;sted 
resulting in three persons heino- bap~ 
tized on Snnda.y, September 29th." Our 
young brother had bitterness mixed 
with _sweetness that day, for in the 
morning he preached a funeral sermon 
on the loss by death of brother Robert 
Fordham, who has been for over forty 
year,an itinerant preacheramongat the 
Strict Baptists a.nd fifteen years a 
deacon at Sa.xlingha.m ; the text was 
"Blessed a.re the dead which die in th~ 
Lord." In the evening he delivered 
quite a baptizinf? discourse, founded on 
the incident of Philip and the eunuch, 
at the close of which the baptizing took 
place. Our young brother spoke well 
sound both as to faith and Church 
discipline, and, above all, strove to set 
forth Christ. The writer heard him 
preach his first sermon at Orford-hill, 
and wa.s present at the above. his first 
baptizing service, a.nd considered it a 
privilege to he there. That he may be 
made very useful in the Master's vine
yard, is the prayer of-R. F. 

THE AGED PILGRIMS' CORNER. 
ON the 8th of October a crowded meet
ing, on behalf of the Society. with 
2special reference to the Brighton 
Home, was held in the King's Apart
ments, Royal Pavilion, Brighton. 
Addresses were given by Messra. T. 
Hull, of Hastings, T. Lawson, J. H. 
Hallett, W. Harbour, G. Sava.g-e, the 
Secretary of Parent Society, and other 
friends. Mr. S. Gray was unavoidably 
prevented from attending. The total 
proceeds of the day. including sale of 
work, amounted to £70. 

* * 
The Home a.t Brighton accommodates 

seven pensioners, and thirty-five others 
reside in the town. The local work of 
the Society is therefore of a somewhat 
extensive ch,uacter, and new subscrip
tions from Brighton friends would be 
thankfully recei verl. 

• * 
D11rinJ? the mont~ the ·secretary hae 

addressed meetin g-s at Bristol and 
Southsea., and on Oct, 13th advoc~ted 
the Society's claims at Mount Zion, 
Chadwell-street, when the friends 
generously contributed £30. May many 
more of our Churches grant similar 
help. 
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The meetings o.t Homsey Rise Asylum 
on Nov. llith are announced in the 
advertising columns. The Committee 
hope for o. large at;e~danoe. 

* The pension expenditure of the 
Society is now approaching £9,000 per 
annum. May many be constrained by 
the love of Christ to join in this blessed 
service, 

PAST AND PASSING EVENTS, &c. 
THE movement of the past month most 
prominent in connection with the 
Strict Baptist Denomination was the 
Half-yearly Meeting- of the M".A,S.B.C. 
.(particulars in another column). It was 
.a. blessed occasion, 

* * 
Though held in a* suburb of London, 

fri1mds, undaunted by distance, came 
together in great numbers and excellent 
spirit-we thought, perhaps, the way 
and mode of day's proceedings had been 
the subject at the family altar before, 
in many cases, the dawn of day. The 
accommodation for visitors-friends
was cheerfully studied. 

* * 
By the way. W'"here is the Essex, 

Cambridge, and Lincolnshire Associa
tion tr\ I ked of some time ago? Is it 
still iu e,nbryo? The Suffolk and 
Nor folk Association is well and flourish
ing, with Mr. S, K. Bland as secretary. 

••• 
The Berks., Bucks., Herta., and Oxon 

.Association are plodding on in faith 
and hope and prayer. These have our 
best wi,hes. But, 

WHAT DO YOU THINK I 
The delightful fact has been wafted to 

. our "scissors and paste department'' 
-that 

* * 
An association * 

HAS BEEN FORMED 
in the great cotton and coal industries 
of the North, denominated 

·" THE NORTHERN COUNTIES UNION OF 
STRICT BAPTISTS." 

Thank the Lord I 
* * 

May the union thus formed prosper, 
grow. and increase. It will-we are 
certain it will-if "each esteem the 
other 

BETTER THAN HIMSELF," 

* * 
We shall be giad to hear more 

about this Northern Association, being 
persuaded there is a Christ-loving spirit 
at the foundation of the movement. 
Those who may be spared to the next 
decade will have the pleasure of seeing 
large and happy g:t~erings. · 

* We venture to prophesy the first 
president will be Mr. W. Schofield, 
although we should not be surprised if 

our vace-taught and Christi,m brother, 
Mr. Eddison, run him very close. 

-1;1.;;, 

We fondly anticipate other counties 
uniting. What a grand association 
could be formed in Surrey. Sussex, and 
Kent. Who will take the initial: 
'' Begin elow, proceed slow ; take fire, 
rise hig-her." . ~ ... 

Mr. E. Mitchell, or Mount Zion, Chad
well-street, preached in Mr. Pig-gott's 
chapel, Swindon, Wilts., on Lord'e-day, 
October 13th. The congregations were 
excellent, and, we have no doubt, 
deeply impressed with the experimental 
truths of the Gospel so feelingly 
advanced by the preacher . 

* * * "They parted in love." John 
Andrews has ta.ken farewell of his 
charge at Waldringfield, after 17 years' 
labour. It was a trying time for pastor 
and people. 

* * 
We do, and we* do not, like these 

partings. The prayers of the Waldring
field Church will follow our brother 
wherever he goes. 

* * 
John Andrews' las~ text was," Finally. 

brethren, farewell.'' But some of them 
woald not sa.y "Good-bye." .A.mid tears 
they said, "We hope to meet at the 
resurrection morning." 

* * 
Bad B1tngay. We* are informed "The 

Papacy-i.e., the High Church and 
Roman Catholic party here are in the 
ascendancy-in numbers and human 
power,-and they are persecuting the 
Protestants" in thfa oart of East 
Anglia. · 

* * * "A young married woman, sitting 
under the ministry of a good man in 
this town, was visited by the vicar of 
the parish, who told her 'by attending 
such a place of worship as the Baptists 
she would miss the hem of Christ's 
garment.'" 

* * * So the enemy to social '\nd religious 
liberty is making progress. One of the 
most advanced" evangelical clergymen" 
on the School Board for London said he 

WOULD XOT 

vote against the proposition of the 
Papists. 

•• • Is it possible that men can sell their 
conscience for the loa. ves and fishes ·/ 
It seems, alas, too true !-too true! ! 
May the Lord deliver us from such. 
But, thanks to Almighty grace, 

"Under the shadow of Thy throne 
Thv saints shall re~t :-::ecure; 

SuffiCient is Thine nrm alone, 
..l.nc.l our defence is s1ue. 11 

• * • The Church at Providence, Burnley, 
has given Mr. John Booth an unanimous 
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call to the pastorate. Mr. Booth's reply 
has not yet reache~}s. 

Brother Booth was invited totake the 
pastorate of Provide11ee, Thurlestone. 
where he is a member. but the hand of 
the Lord was not visible in the matter. 
So brother Roebuck informs us. 

"\':-~ 
11e hope all friends to truth who can 

will go to Teddington on November 12, 
to encourage the good folk there in 
carrying on the cause of God. Note the 
date. 

* * 
Through the unti~ing energy of I\lr. 

I. C. ,Tohnson. of Gravesend, whose love 
for Zion is well-known, which goes with
out saying. the chapel at Sheerness has 
been secured to the denomination 

* * * In opposition to the strategy of the 
brewer and publican. A sterling youn!(" 
man of truth is now wanted; one called 
by God·s grace to the ministry, and not 
depending on the work for support, 
would be apprecia~e1: 

How singular. G~d sends us a good 
harvest, and the farmers tell us "the 
produce does not pay for gathering." 
Cannot the fruits of the earth be 
utilised? Does God send these good 
things to be trodd~n ;?-11derfoot 1 

Portrait and sketch of Mr. David 
Smith of Hilston, -Staffordshire, will 
(D.,.) be given next month. 

Dr. Durnford, th:•-~ldest Bishop of the 
Anglican Church, died October 15. The 
Chri.,tian Tf",11·/d says," He was a High 
Churchman." He was nearly 92 years 
of age. · 

~;:-~_v. • 

Much controversy 1s now gomg on 
between the numerous musical doctors 
of Eno-land and America as to what to 
eing, and which is the proper way_ to 
sing, and what these l\'lus. Docs. thmk 
right to sing. 

In all their gr:at knowledge and 
o-enius <a.nd we do not-would not
despise that) not a word is_ said abo~t 
praise to God. God-accordmg to their 
writings-is not i~ ap their thoughts. 

We once heard tvfo or three old people 
singing- (we were outside the cottage 
door listening) :-

•. 2\h God. the sprinf! of all my joys, 
'fLte life of my delights. 

The f!]on· of my brightest days, 
And ccimforLs of 01 y nights. 

Iu darkest sho,des, if He appear, 
)1v dawning is begun; 

He iS my soul's sweet morning star, 
And He my ris~ng sun." 

The heartiness ';ith which it was 
sung has never lost its impression. 
There is more music-to the ear of God 
-when it rises to heaven from the 

heart, in the squeaking· voice of an Bged 
saint, than in all the surpliced choirs on 
the face of the earth. 

~!.) ... , 

There is· no reason why old-fashioned 
hymns and music, which have been the 
charm of many of our forefathers, 
should he ignored. Music is an attrac
tion in many fashionable places, and 
many persons, young and old, go for 
the sake thereof. This is flesh, not 
spirit. 

A Few Things. Mr_ Myerson last 
month baptized two of his grandsons, 
and Mr. Mitchell baptb,ed a mother and 
daughter-The annual meeting of the 
Strict Baptist Ministers' Association on 
the 15th ult. was the best we ever 
attended.-Flowers and fruit were seen 
at most· of· the harvest home services; 
some object to these thin!?'s. but all like 
to behold them.-Mount Zion Open-air 
Mission, Chadwell-street, have dis
continued for the season-" Teach the 
child." Lord's-day, 20th ult., was 
observed in most Nonconformist places 
as a day of prayer "for the rising race.
Two dear brethren intend to Boycott 
us, if we do not obey their injunctions; 
the Word says, "Pray for your enemies"; 
we hope to be able to do so.-Mr. Sears 
is going to Clapham Junction. 

_ :Rtitrriages. 
On SeJ)t. 18, 1895, at Pimlico (Carmel), 

by J. Kingston (pastor), Albert Edward, 
fifth son of Mr. W. H. Clarke, of Read
ing, to Emily Mary, second daughter of 
Mr. E. Haines, of Pimlico, many years 
deacon :at Carmel. 

On Oct. 14, at the Registry Office, 
Bancroft-road, Mile-end, A. J. Mar
gerum. pastor of Claremont, Forest
gate, E., to Mrs. A. Bartholomew, of 
Lichfield-road, Mile-end. 

In ~emorhtm. 
JOHN CLOSS, who worked with us in 

producing the first number of the 
E. V., has, after much suffering, passed 
off this lower world to Jerusalem above. 
He was baptized by the celebrated Dr. 
Cox of Hackney, in the forties. He 
tra;elled London and the suburbs with 
the E. V and works of truth. A more 
conscientious, earnest! devout Christian 
man could not possioly be. We feel 
great pleasure in bearing testi_mony to 
his Christian character, whwh was 
developed in his every day walk. We 
hope to be able to assist his needy 
widow.-J. W. B. . 

RACHRL BAKER sweetly fell asleep 
in Jesus Sept. 30, 189,5, aged 65. She was 
a member at Chad well-street, previously 
being baptized by Mr. Stringer at 
Stepney. The last two years she lived 
at Dunmow, Essex. 



DAVID SJIIITH, OF IllLSTON. 

( See pagt 360.) 

<Uihri½t' ij Jittlr Jfodt · ~nco11nr-0td. 
BY EDWARD MITCHELL. 

"Fear not, little flock ; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom."-Luke xii. 32. 

SAI_D the Church of ~ld_in attempting_ ~o set fort~ the glories of ~er 
beloved Lord, "His hps are like h:hes, dropprng sweet smellrng 

myrrh ; " and, again, " His mouth is most sweet.''. Sweet, wholesome, 
and encouraging are the words of Jesus to His people, and always 
adapted to their condition. How gracious and fragrant are the words 
at the head of this article, calculated to bring cheer, gladnes8, and 
comfort to the hearts of His disciples, and to fortify and strengthen them 
for the difficulties and dangers incident to their pilgrimage pathway. 

VoL. LI. DECEMllER, 1895. 'l 
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1.-THE ADDRESS IS Al'FECTIONATE. "Pmr not little fioclc.'' The 
relation of shepherd and sheep in eastern countries is very close and 
intimate. Usually the sheep are the property of the shepherd, and his 
life is largely spent among them. He gives names to the sheep, and his 
voice is recognised by them. The language Jesus employed, httle flock, 
,,.q1rPssPs Mdmrmenf. True, it serves to mark their character, as sheep ; 
indicates also the comparatively smallness of their number ; and their 
insignificant appearance in the eyes of the world ; but it specially mani
fests RiFl tender love and regard for them. The learned inform us that 
there is a double diminutive in the original words which not only 
emphasizes such language as that of Matt. vii. 14-" Strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it ''-it being equal to a very little ftoi:lc, but double diminutives 
express also great affection, and tenderness of regard ; as if He should 
say, "My dear little flock." Though of small account in the eyes of the 
world, Bis sheep are very dear to Jesus. For them He" made Himself 
of no reputation," assumed their nature, and" poured out His soul unto 
death." Tenderness itself is the heart of the great Shepherd towards His 
helpless sheep, and endearing the language by which He addresses 
them. · 

Sheep are timid creatur.es, exposed to m:my enemies, and themselves 
without strength for fight, or speed for flight ; how encouraging the 
Shepherd's voice, " Fear not" ! Jesus recognizes our condition. He 
knows our feeble frame, He is acquainted with the fears that agitate our 
minds. These fears may respect temporal supplies. 'Tis easy to lirust, 
or think we trust, when the cupboard is full, the pocket well-lined, and 
the balance at the bank is good ; but many 'of His people have been 
hard put to it to procure the bread that perishes, and to walk honestly in 
the world. Some, too, are called to forsake the ordinary means of supply, 
and to cast themselves entirely on the providence of God, that they may 
serve their Master in the ministry. While others ·are poor because. they 
have elected to serve God, and keep a good conscience, rather than adopt 
the loose principles of the world. To all His own who are fearing thus 
the Shepherd cries,. " Fear not." '' Uonsider the. ravens ; for they neither 
sow nor reap ; which neither have storehouse nor barn ; and God feedeth 
them : how much more better are ye than the fowls? " 

Our fears may regard our enemies. The liLtle flock has often been 
subject to fierce persecutions. "Fear not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul."- "He bath said, I will never leave theP, 
nor forsake thee. So that we may .boldly say, The Lord is-my Helper, 
aud I will not fear what man can do unto me." But our spiritual Joe.~ 
jl/'11/.'(Jlce OU/' fears. We feel' our own weakness, the power of Satan's 
temptations, and the strength of our inward corruptions-

" We fear, we faint, we grieve, 
And feel the load of sin." 

" I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul,'' in effect, is our 
mournful complaint. But "the gates of hell shall not prevail" against 
Christ's little flock. "Sin shall not have dominion over you ; for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace": -

" Fear not the pow'rs of e.arth and hell, 
God will tbesepow'n restrain: 

His mighty arm their rage repel, 
And make their efforts Tain.'' 
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Our Shepherd will protect His flock, and perfect His work of grace in 
our hearts. 

Our fears may relate to death and the yrave. There is no discharc,e 
in this war. Death is " the king of terrora," and has made many sto;t
hearted ones to tremble. The grave is a dark, cold bed, forbidding in its 
aspect, and repulsive to our feelings. But death has been deprived of his 
sting. "The sting of death is sin ; and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Death cannot harm the little flock, for their sins are put 
away. The gra-ve, too, must yield up its prey. Burying is but sowing 
-the body is sown that it may be raised incorruptible, glorious, and 
spiritual :-

"l<'ear not the terrora of the grave, 
Nor death's tremendous sting ; 

H~ will from endless wrath preserve, 
To endless glory bring." 

IL-THE ARGUMENT IS ASSURING. "Fear not, for it is your Fathe,·'s 
good pleasure to ,qive you the kingdom." Here is the argument of relationship. 
God is the Father of the little flock. He has loved, chosen, redeemed, 
and adopted them. All His infinite perfections enter into His covenant 
relations. He appears to have designed natural fatherhood as a faint 
type of His Fatherhood toward us. If we, being evil, know how to give 
good things unto our children, how much more shall the infinitely good 
Father care for, protect, and give good things unto His children ! How 
sweet and strong is the assurance this relationship affords ! 

But He gives us strong consolation, confirms His immutable promise, 
with His immutable oath, that His people may have confidence in Him 
who cannot lie. So here He makes assurance doubly sure, it is His good 
pleasure to give us the kingdom. Here we have His soi-ereign wi
changeable purpose. .A.11 our spiritual blessings spring from " His good 
pleasure." For His pleasure all things were originally created, but His 
little flock owes its being, and its blessings, to" the good pleasure of His 
will." This lays the foundation of our hope on the solid rock of His eternal 
purposes. It is His good pleasure to give us the kingdom. No con
ditions are laid down. Nothing can be freer than a gift. If there 
appear to be conditions in some other passages, they are only such as are 
infallibly included in the gift ; and which grace will assuredly work in 
its subjects. 

The gift is an exceedingly rich one. A kingdom, "the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." We" rejoice in hope 
-of the glory of God.'' What can compare with this ? Heaven, and all 
its glories, secured to us by deed of gift from the sovereign good pleasure 
of God, who has become our Father. The gift includes all that is 
needful to take us safely home ; all needed supplies ; protection from all 
,our foes ; victory over all opposition ; final entrance into glory :-

" Shout, ye little flock, nnd hleet, 
You on Jesu's throne ~hall rest; 
'!'here your seat is now prepared, 
'l'llere your kingdom and reward." 

'THE evidence of our election is m time; the decree itself is from 
,eternity .-8laden. 
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OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.-No. XII. 
DAnD SMITH, OF BILSTON, 

DEAR BROTHER,-At your request I am penning a brief outline· 
of my life and connection with the cause at Broad-street, Bilston, 

to accompany photo in the E. V. & G. H. Our family record makes 
known the fact that I was born in a village called "the Lye," in the 
county of Worcester, March 25th, 1859. When quite a child, I remember
my grandmother taking me to the Primitive Methodist Chapel, where 
she stood a member ; the excitement, varied exclamations, and attitudes
of the worshippers, filled my infant mind with dread, imagining some 
foarful calamity was about to happen. It was with difficulty I could be 
persuaded to accompany her a.gain. Some time after, however, my 
parents removed to Bilston, and attended the newly formed cause at 
Broad-street. My father having been convinced some time previously 
( while attending a revival service in a Methodist chapel•) that universal 
redemption had no place in Scripture, and that salvation by grace, 
t.hrough the merits of Christ, applied alone by the power of the Holy 
Ghost to all God's chosen, predestinated sons and daughters, was the 
declared will of God, he from that time till his death became identified' 
with the lovers of a free grace Gospel. 

My mother (though a Methodist at heart) regularly attended our 
chapel with my father, while they resided in Bilston. Consequently, at 
a very early age, I was introduced to the Sabbath-school at "Bethesda," 
where, '' to the honour of some old teachers still living, and some who have 
gone home to glory," we were well instructed in the letter of God's truth. 
The teaching made such an impression on my mind, that, though not more 
than eight or nine years of age, I wrote to one of the female members 
(a mother in Israel, now in her 79th year, and still in active fellowship
with us), asking how the views we held could be harmonised with the 
teaching of Christ in Matt. v. 16, "Let your light so shine before men,'~ 
etc.? my note being handed to the then pastor (David Lodge). In an 
interview, he answered my query. This, with subsequent years of faithful 
and earnest instruction, confirmed my mind that the doctrines usually 
termed Calvinistic were suppor-ted by the full weight of Biblical testi
mony. 

My heart as yet was untouched ; I was a stranger to the inward 
power of God's truth, and, though mercifully preserved from 
gross and outward sins, felt quite at home in worldly company and 
amusements. Billiard playing bad become a passion with me when quite 
a youth, and most of my spare time was given up to it. The letter of" 
truth I knew, and occasionally contended for it, but was destitute of its 
power. It pleased God in His mercy, u through a conversation with a 
godly minister," to shew me where I stood, and how contrary my life 
was to my profession. After this the things once delighted in lost their· 
charm, and soon after, at the age of 17, I was baptized with several 
others, including one who afterwards became my wife. 

Soon after joining the Church, I was removed in the providence of 

* The preacher at the revival service mentioned, said, "Last week, at--, I 
a'>nvert.ed 500, and by this time next week I will c?nvert 500 more in the 'Lye.' " 
illy father said (whether audible or not I cannot eay), "Then you won't convert 
me," and immediately left the building. 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. :361 

God to Kidderminster. M.v bnsiness there ( with the exception of market 
days) )~ft me with a good deal of spare time on my hand, which I devoted 
to readmg and study, without any thought that the information gained 
would be used in any public manner. At that time I contributed 
"News of Churches" and other matter for EARTHEN VERREL and 
Cheering Words. A correspondence was opened between your late father 
(C. W. Banks, the then editor of the above magazines) and myself, in 
which he urged me, if opportunity presented, to go out and speak in the 
Master's name. 

Just about this time a class was formed in connection 
with the General Baptist Church in Kidderminster; the object being 
preparation for suppiying village churches, and conducting cottage 
meetings. Each member in turn had to preach before the members of 
the class, who had liberty to criticise manner and matter. I wrote 
just before the formation, asking your father whether he would advise 
me to join, and, in reply, he said," Yes, if you can hold your own." In 
consequence I became a member, and very shortly afterwards preached 
before the class, from the words, "Ye must be born again." It is need
less to say that the criticism was very severe, especially upon the doctrine 
advanced. However; 'it led to my receiving an invitation to preach at 
a village-viz., Chorley, in Salop. It came about in the following 
manner:-

One morning my sister, who helped me in my business, was coming 
down to the shop, and was accosted by a minister, who safd to her, " I 
have made an error in my engagement list, and am down for two places, 
and your brother must take one of them." I was staggered when my 
sister told me, as I had never seen the man before in my life. It 
transpired that he had heard of the sermon preached on the new birth, 
as mentioned above. After consultation with friends at Bilston, and 
passing through the usual anxiety with the pros and cons, and prayer 
to God for direction, I went and preached my first sermon to a regular 
congregation at the Baptist Chapel, in the village named above, in the 
summer of 1880. Incidents in connection with this first attempt led 
me to the conclusion that the Lord had never called me to preach the 
Gospel, and I returned home in anything but a pleasant frame of mind, 
and determined 'it should be my first and last time. What was my 
surprise (you may well guess) to receive a communication the next 
morning from your father; the import of which was : "Will you hold 
yourself in readiness to go and preach at Whitestone, near Hereford, 
next Lord's-day?" 0, what anxiety I passed through lest I should run 
without being sent ! It was with trembling I went the following 
Saturday to fulfil the second engagement. The kindness of the friends 
at Whitestone, and a degree of liberty in speaking, encouraged me to 
belieye the matter was of the Lord. Soon other doors opened, and 
invitations to supply came from Olbury, Willenhall, Birmingham, 
Halesowen, Chorley, etc., which were filled to the best of my ability. 
The orthodox method of preaching before the Church where I stood a 
member, and being sent out by them, was not followed in my case. 
Personally, I dreaded the ordeal. A little opposition was shown by one 
or two ; consequently I bad occupied the pulpits at most of the sur
rounding churches of truth before preaching at Bilston. This I did, 
however, in the end of the year 1881, taking for my text a part of Rom. 
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x. 1 :,, " And how shall they preach except they be sent?'' A month's 
engagement to fill the pulpit, 'followed by a three months', terminated in 
a call to the pastorate, April, 1882. 

"Many days have passed since then, 
Many sorrows I have known ; 
But have been upheld till now, 
Who could hold me up but 'Ihou ? " 

It is worthy of note, the few who opposed (with the exception of one 
who became a firm friend of mine) left and joined themselves to various 
religions bodies, where they still remain, although there are other places 
of trnth within walking distance. Thus for nearlv fourteen vears I 
have laboured,in word and doctrine, in this corner of the Lord's vineyard. 
These y_ears have neither been all bright, nor all cloudy,-adversity:_and 
prosperity have both been passed through. We have at one time cried 
out, " Who bath believed our report ? " Anon, we have rejoiced when 
seals have been given to our ministry ; but under every circumstance a 
deep, fervent, unbroken affection has existed between the church and 
myself. From my settlement as their under-shepherd until now, 
uniform kindness has been shown me ; and when the strain and tax of 
business and preaching became too great, they willingly gave me one 
Sunday a month away, which affords me an opportunity of visiting and 
preaching the Gospel of the grace of God in other parts. Whatever the 
future may bring about, my attachment to this place and people will 
ever remain. The place were I learned to lisp the Saviour's name;: 
the school where my mind was instructed in God's Word; the fathers. 
and mothers in Israel who taught me ; the baptistry wherein I profesi,ed 
my allegiance to Christ ; the sanctuary where my .wife and I were united 
in double bonds in the flesh and in the Lord ; the pulpit wherein I 
have received divine help and joy hundreds of times; the aged friends. 
lovers of the truth of the living God, who have held up my hands with 
their prayers ; the younger members, who are my spiritual children ; 
and last, but not least, the manifestation of the Divine Presence,-make 
" Bethesda " a sacred, hallowed spot to my soul. 

Bilston. 

"There my best friend's, my kindred, dwell, 
There God, my Saviour, reigns." 

DAVID SMITH. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

HoME AND CoMMON THINGS. No. 12-THE FAMILY CIRCLE. 

WE have often looked with pleasure upon the photograph of a family 
group-the father and mother with their lade and lasses of different 

growth and age ranged around them, from the little one in arms or just 
able to lisp and toddle, to the boys and girls going to ec~ool; or, perhaps, 
the group has sbewn us older parents and grown up children, and e_ome
timee we get a glimpse of three generations. But most earthly circles 
get broken before many years pass over them, one link after anot,)ler. of 
our family chain is snapped: sickness, decay, accident, old age, combme 
to change all our prospects, and we either pass away, or mourn the depar-
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ture of those we love so well. At this time of year, how many family 
gatherings are anticipated with pleasure, but there will be very few where 
no familiar face is missed, and where no thought of sadness will mingle 
with the joy, for it will be true as long as we remain in this present state 
that 

" Friend after friend departs, 
Who has not lost a friend 1 

There is no union here of hearts, 
That finds not here an end." 

But I want to turn to a brighter subject; this is but the dark back 
ground of my picture, and only tends to bring out its beauty by contrast. 
We commenced the year by speaking of a home all fair and beautiful, 
and we will end it by shewing you a perfect family circle that never can 
be broken, and whose pleasures and prosperity, and health and vigour are 
unchanging and everlasting. 

God has a very large family of Rons and daughters. Those who truly 
believe on His dear Son are all the children of God, through faith in 
Christ Jesus, and He is the immortal and everlasting Father of them all. 
A gracious, loving Parent, infinitely better than the best of His creatures, 
"Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
Him;" and what is still more wonderful, He says, "As one whom his 
mother comforteth, so will I comfort you." What an abominable libel 
on the character of that heavenly Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ who 
is also called the everlasting Father of His people, is that awful falsehood 
taught by the Church of Rome, that there is no access either to God or 
to Jesns except through the Virgin Mary ! May none of you, my dear 
young readers, ever be beguiled into th's trap and snare of Satan. "Come 
unto Me," the Savipur says, "and I will give you rest, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden." There can be no want of tenderness in that loving 
Jesus who took the little children in His arms, laid His hands on them 
and blessed them; that gracious One who let the poor sinful woman weep 
over and kiss and anoint His feet, and spoke such words of life and heal
ing to her heart (Luke vii.) ; He who on the cross prayed for His mur
derers, and who poured out His soul unto death to save guilty sinners, 
His enemies, and rebels against God. And having reconciled sinners 
to God by His death, He reveals the sweet fact to all who follow 
Him: "The Father Himself loveth you because ye have loved Me." 
Yes, and that love went before the return of faith and love, for 
" God the Father so loved the world that He gave His own Son 
to suffer and die, that whosoever believeth in Him 3hould not 
perish, but have everlasting life." "Behold what manner of love 
the Father bath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the children 
of God." Yes, and all God's children are not only called His children, 
and adopted by Him, everyone is born into His family. "Ye must be 
born again," said the Lord .Jesus, and every one that loves God, or wants 
to love Him, every one that really desires Jesus is" born from above," 
-" to hate sin, and love the Saviour," is to be born again. 

What a happy family is the family of God ! Some of them have m~ny 
sorrows here, yet they are happy because " fulness of joy and pleasures 
for evermore" are prepared for them on high. How rich they are, 
though some of them now are very poor, yet being rich in faith, " all 
things" are theirs, and that is more than the biggest millionnaire on earth 
can say; durable riches are theirs, and an inheritance that can never b!l 
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lost and can never fade away. And what a glorious family, their Father 
the Lord of all, their elder Brother the " King of kings and Lord of 
lords," and themselves the royal family of heaven. 

Beloved reader, whatever are your aims and desires in this world, 0 
may you seek an entrance into this divine family circle, whose names are 
written in heaven, and who as one unbroken band shall for ever surround 
the throne of the Most High. As a sinner, may you come to Jesus for 
salvation; as His disciple, may you love and obey His word, so shall you 
have the sacred witness in your spirit that you are one of the children of 
His love, and if you love His people here you will ever dwell with them 
at home. Happy home, blessed family. Lord, may we be numbered 
with Thee and Thine now and through eternity. Amen. 

"BECAUSE YE BELONG TO CHRIST." 
Being a Fen· Thoughts on Middle Clause in Jfark ix. 41. 

BY PASTOR w. KERN, IPSWICH. 
I.-THE CENTRE. "Christ,, the Son.of the living God" (Matt. xvi. 16); 
"God manifest in the flesh" (1 Tim. iii.16) ; "Tho Head of the Church" 
(Col. i. 18) ; "The Mediator of the New Covenant" (Heb. xii. 24) ; the 
"Great High Priest" (Heb. iv. 14). -

" J esuF, the great High Priest, 
Offered His blood and died ; 

My guilty soul would seek 
No sacrifice beside : 

His powerful blood did once atone, 
And now it pleads before the throne.'' 

The "Daysman" (Job ix. 33) ; one that could and did come between the 
holy God and guilty sons, and made reconciliation, honourable, glorious 
and lasting. He is heaven's Lord-Lord of all. Angels obey and 
worship Him, glorified spirits gaze on Him and admire, and 

"He cheers them with eternal smile, 
They sing Hosannahs all the while." 

He is earth's Benefactor and hell's terror; and the trembling sinner's 
powerful and everlasting Friend. · : 

IL-THE CONNECTION. Ye belong to Christ, ye His immediate 
disciples, and all who are brought to feel their need of Him belong to 
Him; and all who are moved by the Holy Spirit to confess their sins 
and call upon His name belong to Him; and all who are seeking t0 know 
Him, who feel that nothing else, no one else will satisfy the cravings of 
their immortal minds, belong to Him; all who have felt Him precious to 
their souls belong to Him; all who are waiting for a manifestation of 
His pardoning love and mercy to their souls belong to Him; and not 
one of them shall ever be ashamed (see Isa. xlix. 23) ; all who are lean
ing on Him (as one who said, 

"Hangs my helpless soul on Thee") 

belong to Him; all who can appeal to Him, 

belong to Him. 
"Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want,'' 

III.-THE CONSEQUENCE. Because ye belong to Christ, no kindness 
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done to you shall lose its i'eward; also, because ye belong to Christ as 
His purchased property and as His peculiar pleasure, no evil shall befall 
thee. You may have trouble, sorrow, care, pain, loss, anxiety, fear, but 
no evil. No storm shall injure thee; they may overtake, surround, beat 
heavy O!). thy head, toss thee about, bring thee to thy wit's end, but no 
injury-" No weapon formed against thee shall prosper;" it may be 
hurled at thee, it may even wound thee, it may make thee tremble, but 
not prosper so as to destroy thee; and the only reason is, because ye 
belong to Christ.· Ko trouble of any kind shall overwhelm, though, like 
a gJoomy cloud, it may gather thick and thunder loud, yet not overwhelm 
because ye belong to Christ. No enemy shall finally overcome or crush, 
though you may be thrown down, and held down; but like Gad (Gen. 
xlix. 19), you shall overcome at the last, because ye belong to Christ. 
No temptation shall destroy; for when the enemy shall come in like a 
flood, the divine Friend will lift up the standard against him, for He to 
whom ye belong, having suffered being tempted, He is able to succour 
those who are now tempted; also, you shall hold on your way though 
earth and hell oppose; He will maintain your lot, and grace sufficient shall 
be communicated to you, because ye belong to Christ. You shall endure 
unto the end, for IIe to whom ye belong, having loved, will love you 
unto the end. Yon shaU be more than conquerors over sin, Satan, the 
world, and death, for all your sorrows shall be left behind, and earth 
exchanged for heaven, where you will stand before His shining throne 
never to feel a rising groan; see His face with joy, sing the new song, 
drink at the fountain-head of peace, and bathe in everlasting bliss, and 
all because ye belong to Christ. What a priceless boon to belong to 
Him ! What an awful calamity to die a stranger to Him ! 

Now, all who thus belong to Christ, try and remember, "Ye are 
not your own, for ye are bought with a price," even with the precious 
blood of Christ;· therefore seek for grace to enable you to" glorify God 
in your body and in your s11irit, which are God's." 

A FEW THOUGHTS ON THE NEW BIRTH. 

BY JOll)I J. S.H!PSON', 

WHEN the fall took place, Adam and all his posterity lost the blessed p1-iYikge 
of communion with Goel ; for the ,vord of God to our first parents mts. " In 
the day that thou ea test thereof thou shalt surely die ; " and knowing their 
existence in the earth was not terminated by their disobedience, the death 
mentioned must refer to another, e,·en estrangemeut with Goel; and this really 
took place ; for hitherto God had talked with Adam, and Adam, witl10nt fear. 
to Him ; but immediately he fell, God's sentence of lleath came over him, and 
he sought to hide himself from His Creator. The same desire to depart from 
the living God is manifest in every natural man, for "All luwe sl!rne,l arnl 
come short of the g-lory of God;" lint He has prO\·itled a way by which 
conutless millions are to be brought into con11nnuio11 with Himself. ,Vhile. 
however, this is the case, we arc bound to write that all whom God has left t" 
themselves, who ha,·e no desire for communion with Him, will, when Go,l shall 
appear, seek to fleo from His presence, for their nnfetterc,l c,n1scie11ce will 
plainly tell them they ha Ye sinnecl against Him. 

Those whom God has appointed to obtain srdrntion by Jesns L'hrist ,1re by 
natnro the children of wrath, even as others, Hence, before they can cujuy 
Ppiritual communion with God by Christ Jesus, they must be the subjects of a 

AA 
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change of heart, which shall give them the capacity to commune with Him, not 
as their Creator merely, but with Him as their Father throug·h Christ Jesus. 
Adam could not before the fall enter into this spiritual relationship with God 
without his nature being changed, without being the subject of regeneration 
and this being so, the strictest morality now cannot and does not constitute a~ 
ability to enter into n()r enjoy communion and fellowship with God · it does 
not gh-e an entrance into the spiritual kingdom of the Lord Jesu~ Christ. 
This is evident in the words with which Christ met that upright, honourable 
and respected man Nicodemus:" Ye must be born again." Therefore, if Ada~ 
in his pure, holy, unfallen state, could not enjoy the blessing of communion 
with God the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ, and Nicodemus must be 
born again ere he could enter into the kingdom of heaven, the new birth 
must be a necessity before any can hold fellowship with the Father and with 
His Son Jesus Christ. This is again support~d by the testimony of Scripture, 
for the Holy Ghost, by the Apostle Paul, wntes, "The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him ; neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. The carnal mind is 
enmity against God ; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be." 

This truth is plainly observable as we look into the history of the Jewish nation 
as recorded in Gol'l.'s Word-viz., that man in his state by nature is incapable of 
spiritual fellowship with God. Who of all the people under God's heaven had 
more signal interposition!' of divine aid than the children of Israel? Yet 
the result proved that the heart of man is only evil continually. · The prophet 
Jeremiah, who lived among them, had to write under God's direction, "The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and,desperately wicked." The Psalmist had 
to give God's estimation ·of nian, and it was this, "There is none that doeth 
good: no, not one." The godly of all ages have deplored their state of helpless
ness in the matter of spiritual action or desire. Even Paul had to cry out, "O 
wretched man that I am,who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" Yes, 
everything in connection with man goes to prove that· all, without an ·entire 
change, do nothing but sin continually. This change, however, is a matter 
in which man is entirely passive and un:ible to will or act. 

God, when speaking to Job (xl. 6-14), taught him that· he could not save 
himself, and declared to him that unless he were able to do the work of God 
-nay, unless he were God-he could not save himself ·or others.· Hence, we 
are led to notice, that, since a change of heart is nec~ssary, and that change is 
the new birth, God must be the Author. "Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit he cannot enter the kingdom of God"; or,as we have it in Paul's 
Epistle to Titus," Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved us by the washing of regeneration ;and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost." 

This was also included in the design of the Saviour when He gave Himself 
for the Church that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the Word; and having this, His purpose, revealed to us, we can, in a 
certain measure, w1derstand why in His intercessory prayer He should say, 
'' Sanctify them through Thy truth. Thy Word is truth" ! 

What a s1ilendid harmony there is in the Word of God! How glorious is 
the plau of redemption from first to last ! and how it reflects the wisdom of its 
Author ! Then, again, to be born again is to be born of the will of God. No 
man is able to communicate this new birth-no man is able to regulate its 
operation. It is not in any way successive; for to become one of the sons 
of God is to be born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God. •~Of His own will begat He 
us'' (.James i. 18); and His will in the begetting is His will in the 
cl,oo8ing, and is in harmony with His will in the purchasing or 
redeeming. Everything depends on God. Hence James writes, "Every good 
and perfec:t gift ii; from above, and cometh down from the Father of ligh~s, 
with whow is no variableness, Heither shadow of turning. Of His own will 
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begat He us.'_' Yes, all_ who are redeemed by the precious blood of Christ are 
begotten agam unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Christ from the dead 
through the a~ounding m_ercy of Go<l_, and according to His unehangeable an,! 
unalterable will ; according to the will of Him from whom every good and 
perfect gift flo\VS. 

T? ~he ~Ioly- Spirit is given the work of regeneration; it is He who implants 
the d1vme h~e m the ~ouls of_ the redeemed, thereby separating them from the 
rrest of mankind, and m due time they are begotten bv the Word of God as it 
is written, "Of His own will begat He us by the word° of His truth"; am!' again 
in Peter's epistle," Bei11g born again, not of corruptible seed. but of incorrup
tible, by the Word of God which liveth and abideth for ever." 

This will bring us to notice that the new life flowing from the regeneration 
of the Holy Ghost, and the begetting by the Word of truth, is enduring. \Vere 
it of the flesh, it would bear the decaying mark of the flesh, and of it we should 
have to write : "All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of 
grass ; the grass withereth and the flower, yea, even the glory of man falleth 
away ; out the w ORD OF THE LORD E:SDURETH FOR EVER, and this is the word 
which by the Gospel is preached unto you." 

A religion which commences in the flesh, or which is brought about by fleshly 
excitement, or which is founded on fleshly doings, or carnal observances of 
1·ites and ceremonies, must prove a failure and a thing of time only ; for" that 
which is brought forth by the flesh is flesh, and that which is brought forth 
-0f the spirit is spirit, and will endure for ever, yea, it will only be beginning in 
all its glory when the spirit leaves its earthly tabernacle to be for ever with the 
Lord. How important, then, is the truth," Ye must be born from above; for 
except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

Let us ask ourselves the question, Am I a subject of the new birth? Has 
God's infallible Word come home with power to my heart ? Have I now 
desires that I was before a stranger to? Do I feel constrained to pray'? Is 
there a desire to love the things of God which before I hated? Is there a love 
to the people of God? If this is so, there has been the chang·e of heart of 
which I have tried to write; for the Word of God is not as a living power in 
the heart of the unregenerate ; there is in them no desire after the word ; this 
is only the desire of the living· ; and the Apostle Peter gives the injunction to 
those who are born of the Word of God, to desire the sincere milk 0£ the 1Y ord, 
that they may grow thereby, and uses the strongest figure to enforce his lesson; 
for they are to desire, as new born babes. }Iay God give us such an earnest 
longing that nothing short of Christ, the Word, will satisfy. 

The unregenerate pray not. No; this is an evidence of life, it i(the Christian's 
vital breath, and God gave it to His servant Ananias as the manifestation of 
the divine change in the heart of Saul of Tarsus ; for said He, "Behol,l he 
prayeth." The ungodly love not the things of God ; for He is not in all their 
thoughts, and their actions, and sometimes their words tell us they desire not 
the knowledge of His name. The natural man loves not the people of God. and 
so John is moved to write to his children in the faith : '' We know that \\·e 
have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.'' So, then, "·e 
are able to judge by these things whether we are born of Goel. The Spirit also 
beareth witness with our spirit that we are the <.'hildren of God : for He is not 
only the power in regeneration, but the power in the growth and development 
of the new life. For is it not declared of Him,•' He shall not speak of Him
self, but whatsoever He shall hear that shall He speak, and He shall take of 
Mine and show it unto you"? Hence, if we are being brought to constantly 
see our need of Jesus-to see His suitability to supply our eYery need, to be 
able to see our character described in God's Holy Word, and to know that all 
the pro.mises to those characters are in Him, Yea, and in Him, Amen, to the 
glory of God by us-we may be assured that we are the children of Go,!, for 
this is the blessed Spirit's sealing or witnessing that we are such. 

Again, the new birth will be manifested in our daily lifo, for we arc created 
in Christ Jesus unto goorl works, which G0<l l1ath before onlaine,l that II e 
shoul,I walk in them. Y cs, the new life will manifest itself in the outm,nl life. 
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it is as oil. n11d permeates the whole hl'ing. This is God's purpose, 0 mny 
His purpose hl' fnlfille<l in n!' t]mt we may not only have the evidence thnt we 
a re horn from n hove. bnt may 1t be oms to live so that we me.y show forth the 
praises of Him who hnth called Us out of darkneRs into His mnt-Yellous light! 

:;, Hnmilton-imrdens. i;;t. John's ·wood, N.W. 

So:\IE SA Yonn." SA YIXGS A:XD p ASSAGES IX THE LIFE. OF THE 
LATE THOMAS STRl:XGEH. 

\YRITTEX llY HIMSELI'. 

[In fnlfi!menl of the promise of the lnte 0. W. B., and W. W., and in deference to the 
expressed desire of many friend•. we gi,•e insertion to the following history of the late• 
T. Stringer, or blessed memory.-J. W. B.] 

h the year 18-tj_ through the providence of God, I was unanhnously invited· 
to a<:t as co-pa!<tor with g-ood George Franc-is, at Snowstields.'' The cause was 
low. Owi11g- to the growing infirmities of the pastor, it fell to my lot constantly 
to necupy the pulpit. The people rallied, the chapel filled, and the re·venue ,vas 
augmented. !'o that Mr. Ffancis was allowed a pension, and at his death part of 
the same wa!< continued to his widow. To Him be all the glory. The Church 
11,n,· considered it expedient for me to become their ordained minister. A day 
was appoint.e<l. Brethren Felton, Moyle, Foreman, and Wells took part. A 
goo,! and glorious day it was, which I shall not forget while clad with.mor
talir~-- For Rix years the Church increased, souls were blest, and together we·. 
glorified Gori: hnt during the seventh there was a falling off, which caused my 
miurl to be held i11 bondage, and fettered my tongue so, that I began to think
the Lord had done all He purpose,i doing by ine at Snowsfields; but very many 
ha,·e testified of the benefits recei,·ed through my feeble instrumentality while 
there. To my eo,enaut God be all the glory. My sorrow was increased by 
the loss of my dear wife hy the cholera which raged fearfully in 1849, and on 
the :2nd of August of that year, in fifteen hours, her earthly tabernacle was 
taken down. Bless God, through His rich grace she was "found ready." I was 
left with fi\-e ch.ildreu-the young·est i1i11e mouths old, who expired in my arms 
fin, months afterwards. "He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased." I was 
110\\· constantly looking to the Lord to lead, guide, and direct my steps that way 
which should pro,e most for His honour and g-Iory. At this time I was pieach
ill/.!' once a mouth at the Temperance Hall, Zoar Chapel, Gravesend. During these 
,·i~it:; I was asked to preach fur six months with a view to the pastorate. After: 
nnH.:h anxiety of mind, looking to my God for guidance, also consulting my 
dear brother \\' ells (whose ad,·ice was "Go!"), I acceded to the request. 
The Suowsfields' friends were much grieved at our parting. Before leaving; I 
wa:; united in marriage to Miss Lynn, a member of my Church, who wa& 
called, blest. and Luilt up in the truth under my simple testimony. 

Arraugements were now made for my removal .to Gravesend, on March 20, 
1851. taking up our abode at 4, Cambrian-gTove. While my furniture was·. 
lieing taken into the house, a most beautiful rainbow appeared in the clouds. 
I tlwught of that precious text in Gen. ix. 13-17, and augured that our change· 
of ground was according to covenant order. Several friends, too, gave mea 
hea1:ty welcome. The Church was in a very low condition, but by close· 
adhr,rence to the eternal truth of God-doctrinally, experimentally, and prac-
tieally-with the blessing of the Most High, we gradually rallied, the chapel 
filler!. Heats were taken, and the Church increased. 1 preached my first sermon 
fnnu 1 Cor. ii. 1, 2, and, Uessed be His holy name, we abide by the stuff to this, 
day. 0 for grace to praise Him more, and preach His truth more fully in all: 
it~ rleptl,, though earth and hell oppose! for 

" Fil'm as a rock His trut,h shall stand 
When rol1ing years shall cease to move." 

• .. Snowslields •· is the place where the cause, now worshipping:at Lyn ton-road, Ber--
mond,ey, originated. 
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Pence rciguc,l, the WoJ'!I of HiR grnec wnR clotltcil wit Ii power ,u11l <T<>wnr,11"ith 
1mcccASj we nrrnnge,l wcek-11igltt serviceH nn,l other 11mtterH llf'rtaiuing to 
Church government, Prnse11tly, circumstances arose whi<:l, lerl to my rcm,,rnl 
!o the" Liternry Institute." Here, nlso, we proHpered: congregatinr1s 11111nl,0r
rng nenrly 3~0. The Lord blesserl the W onl to my encouragement, H iH people'H 
good, rind His own honour. Therefore will I "crown Him Lord of all." A11rl 
uow a singular circumstnnce occurred which I sliall ever regret, for J soon f,,und 
I had rnnde _a grent mistnke. During my pastorate at 8nowHfields, I went to 
Hupply for HIX weeks at Trinity Chapel, Plymouth, where my testimony was 
apparently well-receive,! hy a Yery large congregntion. On the expiration of 
the six weeks, many wisher! me to settle there, and now again wr"te me on the 
·subject; many letters passed; I surveyed my position at Gravesend, a sniall 
place, and people, in a small town, with probably little hope of eularg-emi;11t, 
and I also looked to the Lord, but received no satisfactory evidence from Him 
that I was to go; yet, after much thought, I began to feel that, as I ha,! not 
i,ought it, surely I should be right in going. The rlear friern!R at the Institute 
were deeply grieved, and said I Ahoulcl return with broken bones. I rlirl ! hut 
they healed them with their kindness, and the · ,lear Lord knitter! us more 
closely together than we had been before. After a short time I was asked to 
alter my principles; but, h'y-God's help, I gi:ve t1p those to 110 111w1. I will not 
weary my reader with the many trials I was caller! upon to bear at this time. 
Suffice it to say, the faithful few at Gravesend gladly reeeiverl me again. 
" \Vhat shall I render to my God for all His goodness towarrls me ~" The same 
IittI-e l1ouse I lived in lnrl remained empty during my a bscnce. \\" c, therefore, 
rnturned to the dear old home at Cambrian-grove. 

H Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
Hither by Thy help I'm come." 

Soon -after my return we found Zoar Chapel was to be let. Some of our 
friend.s entered into the business details. -It was taken, an,! "·e reopcnecl 
it on· March !J, 1853, and have since continued in peace and prosperity, ancl, 
if it be the will of my Divine Lord, I should like (before I g·o hence) to see 
the little one become a thousand, and the small one a strong nation; not from 
a desire for popularity, but rather that I should be privileged to blow the 
Gospel trumpet of Gorl's free grace to the soul-comforting of the many_ Bless 
His dear name, already He has marle His precious truth extensively useful 
through His unworthy servant. }Iy soul's delight and joy is the great work to 
which He bath called me. 

My old friends in London, feeling keenly my removal to Gravesend, desired 
me to open a week-night lecture at " Ebenezer" Chapel, better known as '·The 

. Ark," Rockingham-court, Newington-causeway, which I gladly di,!. We com
menced on i\Iarch 30, 1855, and still continue, April, _1858, so that I ha Ye the 
pleasure of spreacli1ig the name and fame of my clear Lord in town am! country. 
·" The Ark-" is generally filled with poor sinners hungering for the Bread of 
Life, and some blessed and soul-comforting seasons we ha Ye enjoye,l there. _-\.t 
Gravesend, the Lord has made His truth useful through me particularly, in 
dearing away quantities of free-will and Arminian rubbish from the minds of 
many of His bloocl-bonght-.people, who have- b-eeu for years accumulating wood, 
hay, and stubble. Poor things! Pitiable, indeed, is the condition of those who 
hunger and thirst for living bread, yet are so c-ircumstantially placed as to be 
presented only with husks. i\Iany of this kinrl turned into " Zoar," possibly 
from curiosity to hear what the dangerous man had to say, and have found 
what they needed to the rejoicing of their hearts and the honour of my God_ 
Meantime, the Church increases. In a little over six years I have baptizecl 77 
believers, while many have been received from other Churches. Xothing so 
much encourages aml comforts a faithful minister as to see the work and pleasure 
of the Lon! prosper in his hands; it is more s,ttisfactory than wealth. I h~ve 
ascenrlecl the pulpit with downcast soul, but, blessed be God, generally clurmg 
the proclamation of His precious truth, all has been forgotte!1 for tl?e time 
being.· ~he death of ~lll' dear little s~n Samuel was a ~Ten.t trntl, pa_rt1cularly 
as I was m my Masters employ at Bnghton when he died. Dear clnlcl, I ha,l 
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l>uly the heauliful day to look upon when I reached home, the Rpidt wns in 
glory. Juist fonr yeat"!S old. 11 tender plant. SRfely housed before the 11to1111s of 
life <'nme on. Still. amid!St 1111. there ii; now and then a "Rejoicing in hope of 
tlw g-lon· of Ho<l.'' Yt>t another grit>f. My .-foar son Thomas, who on his first 
Y0y~g-t> 0 (ho1111,i for Madnui) was seiv.ed with yellow fever, l\~1d ~ied. Rt Brazil; 
IH' wns but It,. anti I am 1)('n:11arled there was some good thmg m lum toward 
th<' Lord God of Israel: bnt it i11 sharp work! "Be still and know that I nm. 
God.'' Shall not the judge of all the e.uth do right? O, for grace to do the 
former. 11111i wisdom (() rt>ply, Yes, to the latter. 

"Hi• lli't\<'e shall to the end I Nor present thlll88, nor thlllg8 to come, 
St.ronllt'r and bri1Zhter ilhine. I Shall quench the !l})IU'lr. divine." 

Thl'S<' i>orc> tronhles made mefl:'· to my Bihle and its Divine Author for succour. 
Bll'><i>c>d he His i;rlorious name, I proved that His grace wns sufficient for me, 
and I <lo au,i will hll'SS and praise Him, who, amidst all painful circmnstances. 
nu<l i>oul-perplc>xingeonfliets, has ke~t me sound in the faith, and I daily find, as 
I nd,·nn<'e in Yl'ar:;;, His \\"ord, His (-;-ospel, and Himself become more and more
dP1u· to my immortal soul, and suited to my necessitous circumstances as a poor► 
,n•ak. helpll'>'>'. guilt:'· sinner. 

( l'o w r1tllliun.) 

~~~~~~f;fh~~~~ .. l'hL~ 
~ ~ 
~ O~R CHRISTMAS CARD. ~ 

~ FM• OUR LETTKR Box. ~ 
~ Eiie,u,y.,- (ll's.) ~ 
~ 'lTES. I ..-ill he with thee.-1 certainly will! 2~ 
~ '.1' The Hod that I have been, I'll he to thee still : ~ 
~ And gh-e thee OC'Cftsion, ead1 moming, to raise ~ 
~ A fn-sb EBESEZER in accents of praise. ~ 

~ lt.>$, l •·ill be with tbee.-1 l'Ortainh· will! ;~ 
~ }li,I you think tl111t I •·ouJ.I note.cl; promise fulfil? ~. +. The~· ue\'"e.r •·ert' wriuen iu ff11 or in INO!f", 
~ 8111 io .,.;]J,. and in da/l,.-E11ESEZER."' for praise. ~ 

; Y ,..,_ I ...-ill Ill' witl1 t'-'.-1 ,-e.rtainh· will ! ~ 
-t½ Anti eau~ cl1tt to trust in lly 11trengtb and lUy skill; 1j!' 
~ Tht>u. ba,·ing recei,·ed all needful supplies, ~ +. Y uur grand EHSEZU shall about in the ski~. . ~ 
.f ". J. Rtotta. §. 

~~~ ~~·······~•¥~~~ 
lWSETTA Elilll.Y Gt:DGIX. 

r Loi, of l>••""'"'"·-! 
I!" ,.-.,,. iu 11.., ull of t.b.> ,.<t'IIT l&l-.'i. at the oonuoeooemeot of my ministry at 
Huu"t.ahk I u-u lin.c iot~~ to the subject of this brief memoir. The occa
"'1<•U """ a J•t>'i~ nsit I'"' her &theraod mother. and she 'lll'U then in hf..r ll,th 
,·~'Iii" lu,-iu,: l- but n..-.· ~.nil\'" a.-.keneJ t,J a sierious ('-00..--.id~ti.lo of 
l,,.-r ;t,H•' ,.,. 'ia ,-im-. SbvnJ ,. aft~nla; ~ Wlltl tR'lll b\" her pa.reuts to Cam
hri-l;1:, w [i,..r,: c<b... w&,; appn-ut.i,-..,d to II ruilliu ... r. Hl"re bt.•r l'Qll\"il'tioos. 
J, ... p,cu.-d. ,.,, mudt ,;,., thlt ,;.b., fu,n11J b..-ff.df ou tb... borot"N ,,f ll~pair. Satan 
ktll~•:,,.i ,.,., t-MTil>l.•·. o:-,·.-u t,, tb... ,~ of l'-llki<lt' ! llt'r lll<.llOO l~~• tu.- lt> 
,. :-i:, h' h,,. u·hidt I Ji,l: &11,I G,-.J 'IIIU p1 ........ I hl blt:'l'IS ..-ba1 w-a-.. ~Dl thu:s., 
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for hope now dawned upon her distracted soul. The reading of Iler Bible anrl 
Denhrun's hymn& new began to give her some comfort; but it was not until her 
npprenticeehip waa over, and she returned home, that God was pleaRed to ~et 
het lfoul at liberty under IIOllle words which I was led to epelik upon the "balm 
of Gilead" (Jer •. viii. 22). Subsequently she followed her Lord in baptism anrl 
Church fellowship. Her pnr1mts removing to She1forl_l, she accompanied them. 
and filled most hon~urabJy·a situation in a house of business. Here she had 
her trials and triumphs, her temptntione nd deliverances. While here she 
engaged henielf as a Sunday-school teacher, alld also was made very useful to 
a female friend who was ,·cry near to being perveTted to Romanism. 
· After this she went to be companion and helper to her recently wido,'l"ed 
aunt, Mrs. Gudgin. at Bedford, where ehe was called in yei early days to 
exchange thie life for a Jx.tter, for in the month of February last uie became 
ill with influenza. She apparently recovered from this, but shortly after was 
attacked with brain fel"er. This also succumbed to medical treatment. but was 
succeeded by brain-softening. Her sufferings were very ~eat, and many 
hours together she was quite unconscioue. At other times she was delirious 
and yery wanderin~ in her mind. 
: On visiting her, Just a week before her happy departure, I found her 'l"ery 
delirioue on all subjects but the beet. When anything was mentioned con
cerning Christ and eal\"&tion, she instantly recovered her sanity, and ~poke 
with great feeling of Jesus as her own most precious Redeemer, and said that 
she longed to go to Him." 

Her belo,·ed father and mother, residing at Hitchin, were with her con
stantly, and they were astonished to witness the power of divine- grace in her 
soul, supporting and cheering her under most trying cin:umstant.-es, am! 
enabling her repeated!~- to pray for them and for IM-.r brothers and sisters. The 
last wonls she was heard to so.y were-

" TH¥ WILL BE Dt):SE." 
Her sister repeated the ,·erse-

• WffllT of eorth. m')"9elt. and sill," .k.... 
and asked if that was her feeling ? She nodded. Soon aftennuus she i-s...~ 
away most peaoofully. 

•0ne, ~ulle 8icb «-t-h fetterbrNh 
We :ill."'-" C9.II •T she'allQINI: 

MOft her l'Ul80IDl!d spirit IM• 
llll 1111Ul9ioo -lho lllroae.." 

This 11"8.8 Oll Tbuniday. July 25th, and we committed her mortal remains to 
the grave in Hitchi~ Cemet~· Oil the following Wednesdn. llr. F. t'uller. 
late pastor of the Stril't Baptist l'hun.-b at ."-ylesbu~-, 1.1\ing put in the 
sen·it-e. ..\. E. lhaLTr. 

EX l' 0 t· n . .\ G lDI EXT. 
• oat of the mouths of bllbel aad A1Ckliacs 'nlou hut per{«cied pr.ua,e." -¥au. L l<i. 

Oca brother Benjamin Woodrow ~ys :-" I wish to tell you how au engine 
driver was truly ronverttd io God. When I wu employoo 011 the l'llihny, I 
wu ven· well at.,tuaintoe.l with a deiar go,ilv brotbe-r-aGrst w~~m ~ilway 
engine Jriver. OM day he told me of bis ronversion. He said he ""U :l 

Sabbath 1-ker for ye.us. and one Lonl"s-•lll~- he gathel'-"I a gn>e.t •llllllltil,,,· ••f 
nuts and urind home in the afternoon just at the time his liule :t'<.>u. "·ho"°"" 
six \"-el.lS of age. ,-..uu~ b,,me from N111<ta,-• ..._·lk>l>l. ~ ,le.u- little oo,· l,,,1..,..1 
st.ra1ght into bis father's fa,-e au.I said, • tather. if Y'-'u g,.., nutting l'lt tb.
Lonl 'a-day, 

\"l)(" WILL SC-RE TI) G<l 1\.l HELL.' 

. n- w,>nls.. saiJ die &the.r, • tn'Dt st~t iut(l m~- t-.rt &$ a nail rutene.l 
in a sun> 1>1a,-e ; anJ. by G, ... rs bl,~1ig, I went that wry en>ui~ t,, the h..)11~ 
of W>tl, :1u,l was N...,,;..~I by G,>,.I with a brobn bN.rt :tu.I a ,,>ouit<' spirit. 
deepl~- humlilN uuJ~r a ....,.u....._,. ,,f m~- sin an.I guilt, ,auJ u..,w. b_y frtt au..l .._,w-
~ gn.:-e. I am alile h.• N-j..>i.-e iu Christ J-., au.I a~)llt :;.cr m,>t11h:;. .1.fter 
I was l•1>1il>.'d in1,o His ,foath.'" B. W c't'!'ih'W. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR· PEOPLE. 

~ttict 4\lission. 
As we are approaching the end of 
another year, we can say, "Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us," During this 
vear we have had to encounter serious 
difficulties in connection with our 
Mission. As we are informed by our 
superintendent that there are still some 
matters which are very perplexing, and 
will re() uire our deepest consideration, 
nlso our great neen for divine guidance. 
The Committee, therefore, deemed it 
necessary that l\1r. Hutchinson should 
return home at an earlier date than was 
anticipated, in order that he might lay 
before them the full rcq uirements of the 
~Iissi0n. 

Oar brother Booth, in a recent letter, 
has told us how much the Gospel is 
needed in our mission districts. By 
giving- a short extract, I trust it will 
inovs ~ the hearts of our readers, and 
bring forth their practical sympathy. 
)lr B. savs: "Let me emphasize the 
fact that india needs THE Gospel in a 
way that those at home cannot think. 
I have found two things in the Tinne
velly: (I) The great need of sound 
trathful teaching; (2) Wrong teaching. 
And, as those who profess to love our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and who also profess 
to stand fast by the principles of the 
Bible, it is incumbent upon us to arouse 
ourselves to a real sense of our duty, 
and to take once and for ever a bold and 
determined stand in the cause of God 
and truth, to seek direction from Him 
as to whom we shall send forth to this 
crreat work. and to show our love to the 
';',rinciples · we profess by supporting 
them, and ma.king the support of the 
Gospel the first claim upon our incomes. 
I have never regretted the etep that I 
took when I bade you all farewell; and, 
although we hope to meet again here 
below, yet, if God be glorified by my 
death more than by my life, I bow 
before His love and say, ' Father, Thy 
will be done.' Let, then, the souls of 
the heathen be a matter of great im
portance to us. All cannot go as mis
sionaries. but all can HELP. How 1 
Turn to Paul's reasoning in Rom. x. 15. 
He says: ' Whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.' And 
he asks, 'How shall they call on Him 
of whom they have not heard? and how 
Ehall they hear without a preacher 1' 
And what then 1 He asks again,' How 
ehall they preach except they be sent 1' 
Here there is the recognition of sending, 
as well as going. Send by your sub
scriptions: also by your earnest prayers 
to the Lord for Him to raise up faithful 
labourers, and means to send them forth 
to proclaim the Saviour's love to those 
that are in darkness ann ignorance, that 

the earth may be' full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea.' ,, R. MUTIMER. 

Brentford, 

In Soho Chapel, on Oct. 22, 1895, the 
thirty-fourth annual meeting of the 
Mission was held. With the break of 
day rain began to fall, and continued 
till after midnight, whioh we know 
deterred many from putting in an 
appearance. Nevertheless, an excellent 
gathering assembled, and the bottom of 
the chapel was comfortably filled in the 
afternoon to listen to Mr. S. K. Bland 
(" the Suffolk pa.triaroh "), who de
liver€d 11, Gospel sermon, preceptive and 
experimental, which kept his hearers in 
rapt attention till after five o'clock. 
Among the supporters of· the Sooiety 
present we noticed Messrs. Mitohell, 
Mutimer, Sears, Box, Wilson, Abbott, 
Ward, Thom11,8, Belcher, Wren, Colls, 
Jones, White, Martin (of Reading), and 
numerous other friends; but especially 
would we mention the beloved wife and 
daughter of brother Samuel Hutchin
son also the parents and friends of 
brother Booth. llfr. Box presided at 
evening meeting, and lllr. Josiah Briscoe 
read report, and lllr. W. Abbot (trea
surer) gave financial st:J.temcnt.. The 
Society is growing in 1;1-~eful uess and 
importance. Our superintendent, Mr. 
Hutchinson, is expected back shortly. 
He is a man sound in the truth, and of 
good administrative abilities, and has 
made a, thorough examination of the 
stations and" converts.'' We will not 
anticipate his report, b?,t have no ~oub~, 
though it may be a little alarmmg, it 
will result in strengthenfn_g the han~s 
of the committee, and raisil}g the ]l<lis
sion in the esteem of all Strict Baptist~. 
A copy of the report can be haP: gratis 
of any member of the comm1ttee.
J. W. B. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. HENR'L' 
MORRIS WINCH. 

A DOUBLE WEDDING, 

ON Tuesday, O~t. 15, Henry Morris 
Winch was married to Hannah Barrell, 
at High bury-place, by ~r. P. Reynolqs, 
where they had been m memb~rship 
about five years. At the co~clusion of 
the ceremony, Mr. Reynolds, ma touch
ing address on behalf of the Ch_urch and 
congregation, presented t~? bndeii;r(!om 
with fourteen volumes of The B1bhoal 
Illustrator," and the bride with a hand• 
some drawing-room lamp. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES, 

On Oct. 2H, very interesti~g- services 
were held in Zion Strict Baptist Chape~, 
Chatteris, in connection w:ith ~he ordi
nation of Mr. Henry Morris Wmch. 

The afternoon service commenced at 
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ll.4G, preBided over by Mr. P. Reynol<lA. 
After. Binging, reading, and prayer, Mr. 
B. J. Northfield implored the divine 
bleBBing. A few introductory remarks 
by the chairman, and then it waA our 
joy to listen to a solid, savoury discourse 
on the 

NATURE OF A GOSPEL CHURCH, 

by Mr. J. Ju11, of Cambridge, who took 
for his text the words: "And upon this 
Rock will I build My Church, and the 
gateB of 1hel1 sha11 not prevail againBt 
it" (Matt. xvi. 18). 

A7'.11in our voices united in Binging 
Gods praise, and the chairman called 
upon the pastor-elect to state his 

CALL BY GRACE, 

the substance of which is as fo11ows
. Beloved chairman1 ministerial bre~h
ren, and Christian friends, I feel, when I 
look around to day, and think of the 
goodness of God manifested to me, over
whelmed. I was born of godly parents 
on New Year's day, 1873. I have nothing 
startling to relate about my early days, 
save when about two years old, I was 
prevented falling down a well, otherwise 
I muat have been drowned, and on look
fog back witq deepest; emphaBis I can 
say," Thou wast near, O·Lord, to 9ave 
me." After that, I followed. the devices 
of my own heart, giving way to outward 
sin until stopped morally, although as 
yet I had experienced no change of 
heart. Between the age of 12 and 13, 
God began to work in my soul. I have 
no.thrilling story to relate about being 
shaken over hell's mouth; the Lord 
spoke to me, not in the wind, not in the 
earthquake, not in the fire, but with a 
still small voice. A feeling of restless
ness and dissatisfaction came over me: l 
thirsted to thirst, I longed for something 
I had not got. I went on thus for about 
three or four years; my religious im
pressions were also deepened through the 
instrumentality of my Sunday-school 
teacher, 

MR, H. J, WILEMAN, 

now pastor at St. Alban's. I heard of 
deep experiences,and longed for one my
~elf. However,! feel bythegraceofGod 
I am what I am, and that is not what I 
once was. Such was the evil of my 
heart that from about the age of 12 to 
17 years there was scarcely any part or 
doctrine of God's Word that I did not 
doubt. I adored the God of nature, yet 
could not believe in Jesus; but now the 
message of the Master has come unto me: 
'· Let not your heart be troubled, ye 
believe in God, believe also in Me," and 
I, a poor sinner, have wept to the praise 
of the mercy I have found. I can now 
say, 
" Why was I mncle to hcnr Thy voice 

Anrl enter while there's room : 
While thousn.nds make a wretched choice, 

And mthor stnn·o tlmn come 1" 
I can only answer, 

"'Tw;1,8 even 80, Father. I e1·r~r m n;,,;l '-in!!. 
Becau8e it 8eemed good in Thy -,i~ht. · 

After this I felt a very g-re'l.t desire tn 
be baptized. Being accepted by the 
Church at Highbury, I was there bap
tized on the last Sabbath in l,5fi~. awl 
received into full communion with the 
Church the first Lord's-day in I,,90. 

CALL TO THE :MINISTRY. 

I think I may with great tmth say. 
that with my call by g-race, came my 
call to the minietry. From very early 
days I had a very great ambition for 
anything public. I was always ready 
for recitations or anything of that 
nature. I remember once, while a 
scholar in Homsey-rise Sunday-school. 
it fell to my lot to recite Job xxviii, I 
afterwards heard that the late 

MR. DEARSLEY 

(now in heaven) said then, "Some day 
that boy will be a preacher." After 
joining High bury, the desire to preach 
the Gospel increased, until one day it 
happened that my pastor's wife asked 
me, would I take the open-air service at 
High bury? I consented. My first text 
being, "And as many as touched Him 
were made whole.'' I spoke again and 
again, with what result I know not. The 
fire burned, the desire increased until 
about · Dec., 1893., I· mentioned the 
matter to Mr. Reynolds. and preached 
three trial sermons before the Church at 
Highbury during the first quarter of 
189!. After this, with the unanimous 
consent of the Church I was sent forth 
to preach wherever the Lord might open 
a door for me. I went to several places 
preaching the Word, feeling intense 
delight at being allowed the privilege 
of exalting Christ, and longing for the 
salvation of precious souls. In the order 
of event9 I was asked to come to Chat
teris. l did not know then where Chat
teris was; but finding I could not get 
back to London, I declined. Again I 
was asked to come, and somehow.though 
it was a long way, I felt I could not 
again refuse, so came for the first time 
on Aug. 26, 189+; that was the beginning 
in the chain of events that led to my 
filling the position I do to-day. My 
pastor seemed to have a wish for me to 
go elsewhere ; but it was not to be, for a 
voice kept continually sayinir, What 
about Chatteris / What about Chatteris ! 
There was a strong under-current bear
ing me away from everywhere else but 
Chatteris, although the people at other 
places seemed drawn to me. 

The senior deacon, Mr. J. C. Smith. 
then proceeded to relate the leadings of 
divine providence in bringing the pastor 
elect among them. He said, as secretary 
to the Church, it was his place to write 
for supplies. About fourteen months 
baok he saw in the E. V. & G. H. the 
notice that a young man was recom
mended as a supply by Mr. P. Reynolds. 
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Reing without a p&etor, the thought 
struck him, will this young man be a 
pastorforus? "lwrotetoMr. Winch. At 
first he declined. I wrote again. He came 
in August, 18!li; his ministra.tions were 
well received; he came again in N ovem
ber, and after that booked us all the 
Su'ldayg he could spare. We held a 
special Church meeting, and gavl! him a 
call for three months; this he agreed to, 
and served us during the months of June, 
.Tuly. and August,with much acceptance, 
Again we held a special Church meeting. 
Seventy-four members were present, 
seventy-three voted in favour of Mr. 
Winch being asked to become our pastor, 
one was neutral. It gives m:e much 
plea.sure to relate this, as I believe the 
Lord has sent us a pastor, and trust He 
will make him a blessing to us." 

The chairman then read a congratu
latory letter from the Church at High
bury to the Church at Chatteris ; they 
dismissed with mingled feelings of joy 
and sorrow. The youthful pastor and 
his help-meet both had been honourable 
members of the Church, and both had 
their best wishes in the sphere in which 
God had called them. The hands of the 
pastor and senior deacon were now 
united, while Mr. Reynolds offered the 
ordination prayer. Tea followed. 

The evening service commenced at 
ii.30. This spacious chapel was now filled 
in almost every part. Mr. J. J 1111 pre
sided. After singing and reading, 

MR, WHITE, 

deacon from High bury. sweetly led us to 
the mercy-seat. Mr. J.C. Smith then, on 
behalf of the Church and congregation 
at Chatteris, presented to the newly
chosen pastor a purse containing a.bout 
£12 lOa.; 29,. out of that sum being con
uibuted by the Sunday-school. Mr. 
Winch feelingly and briefly responded, 
and proceeded to read his confession of 
faith, which was very satisfactory. Mr, 
P. Reynolds then gave to the pastor a.n 
€Xcellent charge, basing his remarks 
uµon the words, " Go stand, and speak in 
the temple to the people all the words of 
this life" (A.cts v. 20). Again God's 
praise reverberated through the build
ing, after which Mr. Northfield, of 
March, gave to all present some right, 
good, sound, practical advice from the 
words, ," Consider what I say, and the 
Lord give thee understanding in a.11 
things" (2 Tim. ii. 7). These refreshing 
stimulating services were brought to a 
close by singing, "All hail the power of 
J esu's name," and prayer by Mr . .Jull. 

Throughout the day a holy feeling 
JJervaded the mind. As Christ was 
extolled we felt truly, "This is none 
uther than the house of God, the very 
g-ate of heaven." May a lasting bless
ing rest UfJOD them, and may the Lord 
bless His churches everywhere, so 
).JraJe. P. B. 

LIMEHOUSE (EtIM).-The twelfth 
anniversary of the opening of this chapel 
was held on Oct. 29, Mr. 0. S. Dolbey 
preached an excellent sermon in the 
afternoon from Deut. i., and pa.rt of the 
31st verse: "Thou hast seen how that 
the Lord thy God bare thee, as a man 
doth bare his son." He shewed several 
interesting points in which God's people, 
Israel of old,and His people (the spiri
tual Israel) now, resembled ea.eh other, 
and then dwelt sweetly upon how the· 
Lord barethemasamandotlihisson. At 
5 p.m., a goodly number sat down to tea, 
subscribed for by the ladies for the bene
fit of the funds. The evening metiting 
was kindly and ably presided over by 
Mr. Crowhurst,of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
in the plaoe of Mr. Barmore, of Homer
ton. who was too ill to attend. Mr.J. W. 
Banks offered prayer. The chairman 
expressed regret at the illness and 
absence of Mr. Barmore, but referred 
with pleasure to the pastor, Mr. F. C. 
Holden, having during his eighteen 
years' pa.storate;been sustained in health, 
and in his work of proclaiming the un
searchable riches of Christ. Very in
strncti ve and spiritual addresses were 
delivered bL_ Messrs, W. H. Lee, J. 
Parnell, E. White, G. W. Shepherd, J. 
Rundell, W. Webb, and 0. S. Dolbey. 
The attendance at the services was good. 
The singing was hearty, and the collec
tions, including the ladies' subscription 
for the tea., amounted to a little over £21, 
clearing all liabilities, and leaving a few 
pounds in hand. After a unanimous vote 
of thanks to the chairman and to the 
ladies proposed by the pastor, and 
seconded by Mr. Baldwin, this very 
happy and soul-profiting meeting was 
brought to a. close by the whole congre
gation singing, 11 Praise God from whom 
all blessing-a flow," and prayer by the 
pastor.-GE0. TURNER. 

LEWISHAM (CotLEGE·PARK).-The 
fifth anniversary of the pastorate of Mr. 
James Crook was held on Lord's-day, 
Oct.13, when two sermons were preached 
by the pastor, who took for his subject 
in the mornin~, Acts xxvi. 22, "Having 
therefore obtamed help from the Lord, 
I continue unto this day." In the even
ing he was helped to speak sweetly from 
Solomon's Song v. 16. Thursday,Oct. 17, 
these services were continued. Pastor 
W. Horton, of Croydon, was enabled to 
preach a glorious sermon from Psa, 
cxxxix. 17, 11 How precious also are Thy 
thoughts unto me, 0 God," &c. After 
tea, a. public meeting was held, Mr. H. 
Hodder presiding. After singing No. 9 
(Gadsby'sselection), "Awake my soul in 
joyful lays," Mr. Hodder read Poa. cxvi., 
and made some good remarks upon the 
same. Prayer was offered by brother 
Fletcher. Sound spiritual addresses 
were given by brethren Horton, Noyes, 
Choat, Brooks, and the pastor. Our 
pastor thanked the friends one and all 
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for their attendance and kind support, 
and prayed that God would still bless His 
truth in this place. The meeting olo~ed 
in the usual way.-W. L. SCULTHORPE. 

OROYDON (SALEM).-Rejoicing that 
you with man;r other brethren, take a 
1iveiy interest,m the spiritual welfare of 
:Zion, I send a few particulars of our 
harvest thanksgiving services held 
Wednesday, Sept. 25. Our dear brother, 
Mr. Thoe. Jones, of Zion, New Cross, 
preached in the afternoon from Eph · vi. 
'3, and it being our brother's first visit, 
we were anxions to hear what note he 
would sound in the name of his Master; 
suffice it to say, he was heard gladly and 
profitably, and many precious souls 
found it good to be there. A goodly 
number having enjoyed the UBual 
refreshing meal, the evening meet
ing commenced, presided over by our 
,dear old friend and brother, Geo. Sawyer, 
Esq., of Chadwell-street., London; in the 
course of his opening remarks, he feel
ingly alluded to the 52 years of unbroken 
friendship which he had enjoyed with 
the pastor of Salem. This remark caUBed 
many a loving tear to be shed, inasmuch 
as it carried us back to the pastorate of 
Mr. Ja~. Newborn, of St. Luke's. 

"But, m-iny days have pass'd since then, 
Anti 1ua.ny changes we have seen." 

But we rejoice, our precious Lord Jesus 
cha.ngeth not, for He is, as He ever was, 
" The same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever." After singing a sweet hymn of 
praise, we were favoured to listen to 
some very sweet and excellent addresses 
from our dear brethren Beecher, Crook, 
Lynn, Jones, Copeland, and Cullingford. 
Thus closed one of the happiest meet
ings ever held within the courts of 
Salem, The Lord be praised. Collec
tions £10. May many such happy sea
sons be in store for us at Salem, so 
prayeth the pastor, WM. HORTON. 

LOCK WO OD (REHOBOTH).-The 
annual congregational tea and meeting 
were held on Saturday, Oct. 12. There 
was a good assembly, and we were 
cheered by the presence of friends from 
neighbouring Churches. Service was 
held in the chapel at 3.30, Mr. Brandish, 
of Manchester, being the preacher. His 
address was based on Eph. v. lli, 
'' Redeeming the time, for the days are 
evil." He remarked that this hour had 
been redeemed (from the 8766 that con
stitute a year) for the service of God, 
and hoped that it might become increas
ingly successful year by year. After 
showing who were the characters who 
were enabled to redeem time, he con
sidered his text, 1st. Doctrinally; 2nd. 
Experimentally; 3rd. Historically; and 
4th. Showed how our glorious Redeemer 
exceeded all others-redeeming every 
moment of His thirty-three years' 
sojourn on earth. After tea, the meet-

ing was held in the schoolroom. Brother 
Lister asked the divine blessing. Mr. 
GeorgeMatthewman,chairman, referred 
to the time as appropriate for stock
taking, individually and collectively as 
a Church and people; he also stated that 
the debt,on a.Iterations to the chapel. &c., 
had been reduced from £400 to £1,~0 in 
the past three years. Mr. Da.vid Smith, 
of Bilston, spoke earnestly from Rom. 
xii. 2, " Be not conformed to this world.'• 
Amongst other reasons why the chil
dren of God should not, he said, because 
they were called out of it, redeemed from 
it by Jesus Christ, no longer of it, but 
now pilgrims to the heavenly Canaan; 
grace made a new creature, and there
fore there should be a separateness and a. 
distinction between the Church and the 
world. Mr. Geo. Archer addressed the 
meeting from Malachi iii. 1 i, "And they 
shall be Mine,saith the Lord of Hosts, in 
that day when I make up My jewels." 
He said this was indeed a precious figure, 
that every saint was a divine treasure, 
and. that God set such a value on them. 
He spoke of their diversity and prepara
tion, and that in the fulness of time each 
one would have its own settin~ in the 
temple of the living God. Mr. Brandish 
referred to the lifeboat demonstration 
that day in Manchester. He had been 
led to contemplate the ship of the human 
race, its wrecked condition on the rock 
of sin, and its lost state, unless suc
coured by our Saviour Christ Jesus, and 
of how He had battled with the elements 
of sin, humiliation, suffering, and the 
death on the cross, that He might save 
perishing ~inners. After the benedic
tion had been pronounced, the meeting 
closed, but the savour still lingers.
F. M. 

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA.-I have read 
with much interest pastor Thomas Jones' 
"Plea for Young Men," and thank him 
much. Young men do not receive (so I 
have found it) encouragement from their 
elders. The Word of God is right," The 
harvest is great, but the labourers are 
few." May God bless the '' Plea for 
Young Men,"' to the end that the Lord of 
the harvest may send more labourer, 
into His vineyard.-FREDK. RALPH, 

CHEERFUL AT CHELMSFORD. 
Ox Wednesday, Oct. 2, 1sg,;, it was our 
privilege to meet the beloved friends of 
this time-honoured sanctuary on the 
occasion of the opening of the winter 
session of the week-evening Bible-class. 

At Ii.I~ p.m. a most excellent tea was 
served (thanks to the ladies) to a large 
company. The evening meeting (be
cause of the large number present) was 
held in the chapel, and commenced at 
7.13 by singing hymn No. 118 in 
Gadsby's. Brother Pizzy offered prayer. 

Our revered and much beloved brother 
W. Beach occ,1pied the chair, and in his 
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opening remarks spoke affectionately 
and touchingly of his own remem• 
brances of Bible-class study of over 
Fixty vears ago, and of its help to him 
in the years following, and warmly 
commended young people to attend as 
regularly as possible, assuring them 
they would never regret it. After sing
ing another hymn, brother A, Baker, 
of Braintree, wished them a hearty 
God-speed, and earnestly commended 
them to the God of all grace. A short 
!nten·al for conversation, another hymn, 
and the chairman called upon Mr. W. 
Chisnall, of the L.S.B.M.A. (who had 
travelled specially from London to at
tend the meeting), who based his re
marks upon Matt. xi. 2S. He spoke with 
<>ncouragement and comfort, earnestly 
exhorting his voung friends to cling to 
the good old· truths of God's Word, 
which only could be the power of God 
unto salvation. A few remarks from 
brethren Cottee and Lappage, with 
Finging and prayer, conclud_ed the meet
ing, one of the most cheermg features 
bein:r to see so many of the dear old 
saints of God, deacons and members 
alike taking such an interest in the 
voung both by their words and presence, 
and we can only pray that at evening
tide it may be light with their souls. 
Thanks also was given to Miss Wells 
for so ably presiding at the harmonium. 
-"THE SPA.RED LIFE," 

PIMLICO (REHOB0TH).-On Tues
dav, ~ ov. 3. special services were held. 
Althouo·b the weather was very in
clement. the services were very ;Yell 
attended. The chapel presented a bright 
and cheerful appearance, and the table 
in front of the platform being heavily 
laden with choice palms and ·ferns 
kindly lent by friends. Mr. Bu!bridge 
assisted at the afternoon services by 
announcing the hymns, and an earnest 
and profitable sermon was preached by 
Mr. G. W. Thomas. The usual social 
tea followed. Thanks are due to t~e 
ladies for their assistance. A public 
meeting took place in the evening, pre
sided over by Mr. Burrows. The op!ln• 
ing hymn having been sung, a portion 
of Scripture was read, and prayer offered 
by Mr. Eggleton. The chairman, in his 
opening address, made a few remarks 
with respect to the memorable day on 
which they had met together, a day 
(Guy Fawkes) which should be remem
bered with great gratitude to God for 
His wc,uderful interJ,osition when their 
enemies would have swallowed them up 
quick. Addresses were afterwards given 
by brethren R. Burbridge, H. Da.dswel!, 
G. W. Thomas, J. Kingston. and V,. 
Webb. The day's proceedings were 
brouvht to a close by singing- "All hail 
the power of Jesus' name," a~d _the 
benedietion pronounced. The smgmg, 
which was very hearty throughout, was 
from i;pecial hymn sheets. Thanks are 

due to Mr. John Piggott for e. gift of 
three guineas towards the collect1on.
W. E.T. 

BLOOMSBURY.-Tuesde.y, Oct. I:i, 
the 101st anniversary of (as one of the 
speakers remarked) dear old Keppel• 
street. If this be the expression of e. 
friend, what must be the feeling of 
many to whom it has been e. birthplace, 
and who have been. brou11:ht up (in 
numerous instances from childhood) in 
the nurture and admonition of the Gos
pel of the grace of God in the Sa.bbath
school. The _ prayers of many now 
before the th1·one have been heard, and 
the blessings sought by them have been 
realised, and the name of Jesus by the 
Holy Spirit's influence realised .. We a.re 
still hopers in His name and div;ine 
influence. Mr. Marsh preached in the 
afternoon ; the sermon was lii1tened to 
with pleasure and profit. After tea we 
again entered the sanctuary, when Mr. 
C. Wilson presided at the public meet
ing. The devotional pa.rt of the service 
over, addresses were given by the chair
man and brethren Dadswell, Jones, 
Marsh, Box, and Beecher. The services 
were continued on Lord's-day, Oct. 20. 
Mr. Chilvers, the pastor, preached 
mornin~ and evening, and addressed the 
young m the afternoon. Our brother 
Wake1in, through indisposition, was 
nnable to be present at either service. 
We thank all friends for their presence. 
Collections, £13,. We thank God and 
take coure.ge.-A. P. 

IlRAINTREE.-On Oct. 3, 189.5, at 
" Salem," after four yeara the goodness 
of God has been revealed by a dear 
yonng brother honouring his Lord by 
being baptized in His name; and so the 
dear friends here, after weary months 
of mourning, are rejoicing a.e the mists 
are rolling away. We arrived in good 
time in the afternoon of the day, as we 
were expected to preach, and afterward 
officiate at the ordinance; and, from the 
conversation we were favoured to have 
with the people of God, we shall be sur
prised if it is long before we hear of 
others saying, "Come ye that fear God, 
and I will tell you what He hath done 
for my soul." It is therefore our joy to 
rejoice with those who rejoice, and this 
because 
" 0 ur hope is built on nothing less 

· Than Jesus' blood and righteousness." 
"THE SPARED LIFE." 

WALTHAMSTOW (ZION, MAYNARD• 
ROAD ) . ....:.Anniveraary (21st) of forma
tion of the Church was held Wednesday, 
Oct. Wrd. A good number sat down to. 
tee., followed by e.· public meeting pre
sided over by Mr. E. H. Britton. The. 
inside of the chapel bore testimony that. 
loving hearts and willing hands had. 
been busy. The chairman gave out the 
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hymn1," Oo_me, let us jojn our cheerful : the teachers to be enthusiastic in the 
songs, wh10h was heartily sung. Bro- , Master's work, for there was much to 
ther . Turn_penny implor.ed the divine weigh down, and we need, as God the 
blessmg. _Brother E. Smith (secretary) Holy Spirit shall help, to exert all our 
gave a brief repor~ of what they had powers for God's honour and glory. 
passed throu~h durmg the twenty-one Mr. Chilvers took as the basis of his 
years referrmg to the good old times remarks, "Have faith in God." The 
they bad when they met in the Public outcome of faith was prayer, believing 
Hall, and Mr. J. Hazelton used to come that God would answer. Mr. Fromow 
and preach the afternoon sermon, when gave a. few simple, encouragin" words 
200 people congregated together to hear from, "Wherefore He is a.ble ti gave to 
him. Sin'le that time the Church has the uttermost, a.11 who come unto God 
passed through many trials, but the by Him." After singing the hymn, 
Lord has never forsaken them. They "God be with you till we meet again " 
have now a Church numbering 34 mem- the happy meeting came to a clos~
berB, meeting together in peace and Good collections were taken, a.mounting 
unity. ·Mr. G. Elna ugh is about to corn- to £6 17s. l½d. 
mence his l::,bours amongst them for a. 
stated period. They are looking forward 
to the future with very bright hopes. 
Addresses were given by Messrs. W. 
Archer, W. Webb, J. Booth, W. Harris, 
H. E. Bond, and J.P. Gibbens. A few 
remarks from the chairma.n brought the 
meeting to a close, many glorifying and 
praising God for the things which were 
told them. May it be the foretaste of 
better things.-E. S. 

KINGSTON (RICHMOND-ROAD).-Our 
Sunday-school a.nniversary was held 
Lord's-day, October 20th, when two 
sermons were preached by Mr. Bush. 
In the morning, from 2 Tim. iii. 15. In 
the afternoon a service was held in the 
chapel (which was nicely filled), and a 
very interesting address was given by 
our president (Mr. Bush) on the word 
"Trust." Special hymns were sung by 
the scholars. In the evening Mr. Bush 
took for his text : " Blessed are ye. that 
BOW beside all waters" (Isa. xxxii. 20). 
Both discourses were specially en
couraging to teachers, a.nd all engaged. 
in the Master's service. Good congrega
tions both morning and evening. The 
services were continued on the following 
Wednesday, whl;ln the chair was taken 
by our president. After the report by 
our superintendent, which was iQ every 
way satisfactory, Mr. Bush spoke from 
the words: "They that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength"; show
ing the necessity of constantly waiting 
upon the Lord for renewal of, strength, 
patience, per,everance, &c. Mr.-Mutinmr 
made a· few remarks from "Neve:rthe0 

less, at Thy word, I will let down the 
net." He said, that as we had God's 
Word as a warranty for our work, to 
take nothing but God's Word; to plead 
it with Him, and with patience wait, 
for it could not fail to have good efl'eot 
in due season. Mr. Welman next made 
an able speech, contrasting the relation 
of the Churoh to the Sunday-sohool at 
the present, to some years ago, when, 
even in the pulpit, Sunday-sohools were 
spoken against; and spoke in eloquent 
terms of Mrs. Sarah Trimmer and 
Robert Raikes, of their work in oon
neot!on with Sunday-sohoo!e, exhorting 

"Blest he the tie !-hat hindsj 
Our heart~ in Chri~tian o ve : 

The fellowship- of kindred minds 
Is like to that a hove." 

STEP~E.Y(REHOB0TH, WELLESLEY· 
STREE!'J;).-' Lord's-day, :N' ov. luth, we 
were favoured to celebrate the2l~tanni
versary. of the opening of our neat little 
sanctuary, __ Our pastor, ll'fr. J. Parnell, 
preached with much liberty in the 
morning from, "I will see yon again.'' 
The preacher said this promise was made 
good in Christ's resurrection. He saw 
t.hem ai;-ain, with the eye of friendship; 
He looked upon them with the eye of 
favour, love, grace, and mercy. This 
seeing again is expressive of divine 
intercourse. Secondly, the promise was 
made good in the de,cent of the Holy 
Spirit. Thirdly, the promise will be 
made good iu the Second Advent,·· I will 
come and receive you. unto Myself." 
Evening subject, "Ebenezer, hitherto 
bath the Lord helped us," making five 
divisions, memorial occasions, memorial 
places, memorial scenes, memorial mer
cies, memorial inscriptions. Tuesday 
afternoon, .Mr. Thomas_ Jones, of :N' ew 
Cross, sweetly discoursed upon," :b'ear
not, little flock, it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kfogdom." Ou.r 
brother said a flock seems to denote 
unity. 

"Blest be the tie the.Ii binds 
Our hearts in Christi,1,n love.·• 

Notwithstanding the fact that we a.re 
in:iCh.rist according to the divine will 
al)ci,igood pleasure of God, there is a 
tendency to go astray, and hence we 
ever need the supervision of the Shep
herd Himself. 'fhough we oft wander 
into bye-path meadow, the Good Shep, 
herd gathers us again. Secondly, there 
is a painful fact suggested by the text. 
It arises from the fact that our Lord 
said," Little flock." Though little and 
insignificant the flock may be. yet it 
extends a power and influence. "Ye 
are the salt of the earth." Thirdly, a 
gracious promise, '' It is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.'' 
The word kingdom may mean the king
dom of grace, the kingdom of glory. 
Grace has brought you into the position 
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you now occupy. God has bestowed 
grace: glory is to follow. Lastly, there 
is a neoessary caution, "Fear not.'' The 
Lord's people are very much like sheep, 
timid. We gather up a large bundle of 
fears with very little notioe, but there 
is no real absolute cause for fear. "If 
God be for us, who oan be age.inst us?'' 
At the evenini!" meeting, Mr. J. M. 
Rundell, presidmg, announced hymn. 
"Kindred in Christ, for His dear s&ke." 
He read part of Acts xxvi. Mr. W. 
". ebb earnestly sought the Lord's bless• 
ing·. Our chairman followed with a 
very spiritual address, dwelling most 
rnlemnly upon the fact that the Lord's 
people were a little flock in comparison 
with the world ~t large, and drew his 
inferences from those saved in the ark, 
and from the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Our pastor and brethren 
W. H. Lee, H. F. Xoyes. T. Jones, Henrr 
Scrivener, and F. C. Holden followed 
with sound Gospel addresses. The meet
ing savoured of Christ's presence, and 
closed with" Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow;' and prayer.-HAYTER 
SCR1'"ENER. 

STOWMARKET.-Some little time 
has passed since I sent yon a report for 
E. Y. & G. H., but althongli silent, we 
have been movin&" on. We held our 
harvest the.nksgivrng services on Sept. 
22nd. when Mr. J. Saunders (late of 
Kenninghall, who has been supplying 
the Church for some time) pl'eaehed 
three enjoyable sermons. On Monda.y, 
ll1r. Dixon (of Bradfield) preached an 
excellent sermon, followed by a public 
tea, to which about 100 sa.t down. 
Public meeting in the evening. Brother 
Caleb Broome opened by prayer. Ad
dres,es by brethren Saunders (in the 
chair!, Evans (Rattlesden), Hazelton 
(1'1 attisham), Dixon <Bradfield>, and 
Dickerson rMendleshaml. Brother E. 
Ha.ddock spoke of the ·unity that he 
felt with the people at Stowmarket. 
All spoke well of the great Master lift
ing up Christ before the people. Singing 
by the choir was much enjoyed, and a 
very ·happy meeting was brought to 
a close. Our dear brother, Mr. J. 
Saunders, late of Kenninghall, having 
supplied the Church for some time at 
Stowmarket. with a view, has accepted 
the pastorate, and commenced his 
labours on October 6th, when he had 
the pleasure of lea.ding four dear young 
sisters through the baptismal pool, and 
in the afternoon received them into th41 
Church at the table of the Lord. Three 
of our young friends are teachers in the 
school; all have been scholars. A yo:mg 
brother was baptized on July 7th, and 
several others have joined the Church. 
Our congregations are increasing, as 
well as the school. The Word is 
preached with acceptance by our pastor. 
Prayer-meetings are sea.sons of refresh
ing, and we believe there are others 

hovering round. The presence of the 
Lord is with us. llla.y many sinners be 
brought to repentance and into the 
Church, prays-JAMES GARRARD. 

ILFORD (EBENEZER).-Our little 
chapel having recently undergone 
thorough repair, we held harvest 
thanksgiving and renovation services 
on Wednesday, October 23rd. In the 
afternoon a most encouraging, in-. 
structive, and Christ-exa.ltin11 sermon, 
was preached by brother E. M1tobell, of 
Mount Zion, Chadwell-street, London. 
Tea was provided, of which about 6() 
friends partook. In the evening a 
public meeting was held, .nnder ·the 
presidency of brother W. Ha-rris, who 
read a Psalm, and made some very 
appropriate remarks thereon. Addresses 
were delivered by the undermentioned 
brethren :-F. C. Holden, on "Thanks 
be unto God for His unspea.kable gift:' ; 
"Christ is All and in all"; E. Mitchell, 
" It is a good thing to give thanks," etc. ; 
J. House, "Give thanks unto the Lord 
for all things"; and G. Lovelock," .They 
shall look on Him whom they have 
pierced." Both serviees were very well 
attended, Collections were made at the 
close, the friends contributing liberally. 
The occasion will long be remembered 
as one upon which the blessin~ and 
presence of the Lord was mamfestly 
realised, for whi<JB,We desire to raise 
another Ebenezer to our Triune God, 
and say, "Hitherto the Lord hath 
helped us," and ta.ke courage for the 
futnre.-W. G. F. 

SOMERSHAM.-What a glorious day 
we spent at· Somersham, on Lord's-day, 
Nov. 3 ! Both Church and pastor must. 
acknowledge that God is faithful still. 
For several months our beloved pa.stor, 
Mr. W. H. Ranson, has been faithfull~ 
preaching," Jesus and Him crucified,•· 
and a little band have met week by week. 
in the vestry for prayer, feeling the· 
truth of the words of Watts, 

" My soul shall pray for Zion still. 
While life or breath remains.'' 

Our prayers have been answered and! 
God's Word blessed to the salvation of' 
two young sisters, who came and testi• 
fied to the Church what the Lord had! 
done for them, and gave " the answer of· 
a good conscience toward God," by walk,, 
ing through the ordinance of baptism. 
In the morning an excellent sermon was 
preached from Acts viii. 37. After. the 
sermon the pastor ba.ptized in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holr. Ghost. The 
afternoon text was Acts 1i. 42. After 
this sermon followed the ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper, at which the right 
hand of fellowship wa.s given with a 
short encouraging address; and then in 
the evening, before a good congregation 
(as was also morning and afternoon), 
the text which was very appropriate,. 
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was found in Psa. cxv. 12. May we 
acknowledge Him for what He has done 
in the v,ast, and still " Orown Him Lord 
of all ' and may He give us faith to 
trust Him in the future that He will 
yet again bless His own Word to us, and 
to the salvation of sinners, is my earnest 
prayer,-F. H. GORHAM. 

BOW (MOUNT ZION, BOTOLPH-ROAD). 
-The anniversary was held on Oct. 20 
and :t2, commemorative of the seven
teenth year of the pastorate of Mr. W. 
H. Lee, by two eermons on the Lord's
dav. On Tuesday afternoon, Mr. F. 0. 
Holden, of Elim, Limehouse, was the 
trumpeter, and with the Word of God 
by J er. xxxi. 12, he was favoured to give 
a good, cheering, experimental sound, 
After tea, the public meeting com
menced by singing, "Kindred in Christi 
for His dear sake." Mr. J. M. Runde! 
(chairman) read 2 Thess. ii., making 
weighty remarks of a warning and 
encouraging character to ministers and 
the Lord's people in these times of 
religious declension. Mr. Flory offered 
prayer. Mr, Lee, pastor, was much 
pleased to see so many friends had come 
notwithstanding the weather. They 
had, as a Church and people, the pre
sence and blessing of the Lord, and peace 
in the bygone years, and looked forward 
for a further downflow of divine favours. 
Mr. Burbridge, of Camden-town, spoke 
with unction upon the words, "lam He 
that liveth, and was dead, and, behold, I 
am alive for evermore," &c. (Rev. i.18). 
Mr. Margerum's theme was the grace of 
God <Eph. i. 4). Brethren F. C. Holden, 
W. Webb, and Cole, of Woolwioh,also 
gave words of encouragement in a spiri
tual and experimenta.l strain. " Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow,"' •and 
prayer by the chairman, closed a very 
happy meeting.''-J. FLORY. 

BAND OF HOPE ANNUAL 
MEETING, 

At Mount Zion Chapel, Hill street. 
DEAR MR, EDITOR,-Last month we, 
for the first time, held our annual meet• 
ing in the chapel, and, lest any miscon
ception as to the character of the pro
ceedings should arise in the minds of 
any, a word or two of explanation seems 
desirable. In the first place, the use of 
the chapel was granted on the express 
condition that ·• the programme bf! of a 
sacred character and submitted to the 
approval of the deacons." This was 
done, with the result that a very suc
cessful meeting was held in which 
brethren Thomas and ,l. E. Hazelton, 
whilst advooa.ting temperance, took the 
opportunity of delivering earnest Gospel 
addresses. The meetings were formerly 
held in the schoolroom, whioh proving 
too small they were for three or four 
years held in Omega Hall; but accom
modation was still too limited for the 

large gatherings. Several of our leaders 
then suggested the 

GIVING UP ALL SECULAR PIECER, 
such as children's musical drill, whist
ling choruses, &c., which, though harm
less in themselves, might be replaced 
with more profitable exercises; in short, 
we desired to raise the whole matter on 
to higher, viz., Gospel lines, and we hope 
our success will encourage others to 
adopt the same line of action, and so 
remove any cause of complaint that 
Bands of Hope introduce the world into 
the Church. Bands of Hope properly 
controlled and conducted should be 
encouraged by all oar Churches, for if 
all children were early taught habits of 
temperance, this slowly but surely will 
do more to destroy the national thirst. 
for alcoholic drink than all political 
remedies and surely to remove the 
source of so much sin and sorrow mast 
commend itself to every thoughtful 
godly mind. But in this as in every 
good work, let 
THE GOSPEL HA VE THE FIRST PL..!.CE, 
and the moral teaching will then have 
its best impetus. With this end in view 
our senior branch of the Band of Hope 
have a programme in which devotional 
exercise~, instructive lectures, and 
sacred song make happy weekly meet
ings, and our young friends are looking 
forward this session to be edified and 
instructed by such friends well-known 
in our denomination. With Christian 
love and best wishes, 

Yours in the Master's cause, 
CHAS. C. HARRIS. 

[We do not intend to open our columns to 
discuss the temperance or Band or Hope 
question. Where a Bn.nd of Hope is car
ried on by Churches or truth on purely 
Gospel lines. we shall not object to insert 
reports thereof, as we do reports of Sunday 
schools. We are glad our friends at Hill
street ham put their Band of Hope on 
principles consonant with the Gospe!.
J. W. B.J. 

WATTISHAM, SUFFOLK.
Our pastor's third anniversary was 
held on Sunday, October 27th, when 
three sermons were preached by Mr. 
Kern (Ipswich) to good congregations, 
which were heard with pleasure and 
profit. Would to God there were more 
such men ! His sermons are not, as we 
once heard of some, all heads and no 
bodies. Our brother is a fine man in 
staturfl, bat his sermons are bigger still: 
being full of Christ, they were delivered 
with power, J esas was held to the front 
all day, the preacher keeping behind 
his Master, The following day (Monday) 
we held our harvest thanksgiving 
services. Sermon in the afternoon by 
Mr. Kern. Public tea at 5, to which a 
large number, of friends sat down, 
followed by a public meeting. Good 
and profitable addresses were given by 
brethren Ranson, Kern, and our pastor 
(who presided). I believe one and all 
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felt that the services throughout the 
two da"I"~ to be the best we have ever 
had. Collections, £10 l:ls., which will 
go towards renovating the school
room. To God be all the praise l-G. 
SQDIRRELL. 

G-LAD TIDrnGS FROM Gl:RNEY 
ROAD, STRATFORD. 

THE :.!t,th anniversary was celebrated 
on Tuesday, November 12th. In the 
afternoon, at fl.30 a sermon was 
preached by brother l3. J. Xorthfield, of 
March, on, "From this day will I bless 
you." As our dear brother dwelt with 
power and unction on the commence
ment, nature, continua.nee, and effects 
of divine blessing, we felt it was a 
word from the Lord to manv hearts, 
drawing forth the Psalmist's c0hallenge 
to his soul, " Bless the Lord, 0 m:v soul, 
and forget not all His benefits_;, Tea. 
was provided in the chapel, for, alas I 
we have not yet a schoolroom to 
accommodate our friends, although we 
have over 400 precious souls under our 
ea.re as a. school. At the evening meet
ing our beloved brother Catchpole, of 
New Cross, ably presided, and, after 
reading Psa. !xiii.. called upon brother 
Gardner to lead us to the mercy-seat. 
-Goodly words, and well chosen as usual, 
characterised the chairman's opening 
address, who referred with pleasure to 
the happy meeting of last year when he 
presided at the burial of the old 
building debt. 

Brother Bush was precious indeed on 
the object of attraction to the believer 
from the words, "As the apple tree," 
&c. As we listened we could say, His 
fruit was sweet. 

Brother Dolbey, in a. masterly man
ner, dwelt on the Gospel, those who 
preach it, and the Holy Ghost that 
accompanies it, founding an address, 
which we hope will long be remembered, 
on 1 Pet. i. 2. 

Brother Lynn forcibly dwelt on the 
commission of our Lord : " I came not 
to do Mine own will," &c. We rejoiced 
-to hear our brother set forth the will of 
our eternal Lord in the salvation of His 
redeemed, bringing to naught the 
boasted free-will of man. 

Brother Northfield followed with the 
resolve of the renewed will-the will of 
-the new creature-" I will go in the 
strength of the Lord," &c. We hope we 
may see our brother many times 
amongst us, and hear such truths so 
told. 

Brother Muti.mer hurried over from 
Teddington (where he had been preach
ing in the afternoon) to cheer us with 
the prospect beyond based on the words, 
•· Now is our salvation nearer than when 
we believed." The more we hear our 
dear brother the more our hearts a.re 
welded to him as a faithful minister in 
Christ Jesus. 

The pastor dwelt on our united re
solve in the service of our Lord, "I will 
not not let Thee go except Thou bless 
Me." 

Truly God was in our midst. Congre
gations good, both on the Lord's-day 
and this evening. Colleotionsamounted 
to £20. 

Very heartily was our dear chairman 
thanked for his liberal kindness, and 
all who had laboured to make these 
-services so happy and united. The sing• 
ing- of the Christian's national anthem, 
" All hail the power,'' &c. closed a soul• 
profitable and Christ-exalting sea.son. 

R E-O P E ~IN G S ER VICES AT 
AYLESBURY. 

ON O?tober 31st the above place of 
worship was . re-opened, as advertised 
though many unforeseen difficultie~ 
rendered the friends fearful, even to 
the last day or two preceding, that they 
would be unable to hold the 6ervices 
therein. From this cause the building 
wa.s sca_rcely as complete as they would 
have liked, but was sufficiently ad
vanced to enable the services to be held 
in it and to give an idea of the vast 
improvement effected. Those who knew 
the old building, and who had not been 
able to follow the course of the altera
tions, were greatly surprised on entering 
to see how much it had been changed for 
the better. The previous edifice was plain 
in the extreme, and whatever associa• 
tions might have clustered around the 
place (and they were very sacred to 
many), no one could call it handsome, 
or say that it :was -arranged for the 
comfort of the worshipper. The new 
building is both. The front is sub
stantial and of good proportions, and 
withal handsome, and the interior is 
bright and cheerful. 'fhe roof has 
been raised some three or four feet, the 
old-fashioned pews have been replaced 
by more modern seats, and various other 
improvements will render the building, 
we believe, a model chapel for our 
denomination, and one worthy of the 
growing town of Aylesbury. 

" The old order changeth, 
Yielding place to the new," 

is true of chapels, as of other things; but 
we have no new Gospel1 the same truths 
will still resound w1thm its walls, and 
we pray God that many may hear His 
voice therein and live. 

The proceedings commenced with a 
devotional meeting at 10 o'clock, led by 
the pastor, followed by a service, at 
which Mr. R. E. Sears preached, His 
discourse was based on Paa. lxxii. 15, 
and, needless to say, was very striking 
and appropriate. Luncheon followed, 
and the friends afterwards re-assembled 
with augmented numbers to an after
noon service, at which Mr. S. T. Belcher, 

I of Homerton, preached, He chose for a 
text EpheR, ii. 21, 22, a most suitable 
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01!0 for th~ ocoa~ion, and _hie discourse I who for many years had conducted the 
will long linger m the mmds of those Youn" Women's Bible-class but her 
who heard it. place O was now filled by the pastor's 

Tea w11s then discussed, and some wife, Mrs. Jones. The Young Men's 
difficulty was found in supplying- the Bible-class was conducted by Mr. F .. J. 
nee~s of the many friends who wished Catchpole, and was well supported. In 
to sit down, the number being far in the Scripture examination (Sunday
excess of that anticipated. school Union) l/5 scholars bad corn-

A public meeting was held in the peted with but one failure. Cnder the 
evening, presided over by Mr. Henry auspices of the Children's Countrv 
Wyatt, J.P., Aylesbury. The pastor Homes' Fund, 18 scholars had been sen·t 
(Mr. D. Witton), Messrs. R. E. Sears, S. into the country for a fortnight's holi
T. Belcher, H. J, Lester, J.E. Taylor, H. day. The Band of Hope was very snc
Gunn, W. A. Chapman (secretary to the cessful, and the Teachers' Preparation 
Building Committee), and J. York Class had been well supported. Col
(Wendover) took part in the proceed- lections had been made for the Strict 
ings, and were supported on and around Baptist Mission.£2018s.; Robin Society, 
th3 platform by Messr~. H. Chapman, £3; Children's Country Homes,£~ Bs.; 
J, Read, J. Wall, W. Coombs, G. Lane, Continental Sunday-school, fc2 :''is. ; 
J. Crook (Wycombe), and J. Munger India . Sunday-school Mission, £1; 
(Weston Turville). British and Foreign Bible Society, 

Space will not permit of a lengthy £1 5s. In the absence of the hon. 
report of the proceedings, butthechapel treasurer (Mr. A. Norman) the finan
was crowded with a most sympathetic cial report was read by Mr. Armstrong, 
congregation, and the evening meeting and showed a small balance in hand of 
concluded with "All hail the power of £1 10s. 6d. Our esteemed friend and 
Jesu's name," which was a fitting close brother, Mr. John Box, moved the 
to a memorable day in the annals of the adoption of the report, and spoke 
Aylesbury Baptists. beautifully from an unique expression 

The collections during the day, with Mr. Armstrong made in his prayer, 
donations, amounted to £50 4s, 7d., the "We gather in our classes round the 
total a.mount received towards the £900 Bible." Mr. T. Belcher seconded the 
(a.bout) required being £443 14s. 5d. proposition that the report should be 
Who will help to bring in the balance? accepted, and, after commenting briefly 

on 1 Cor. xv., dwelt sweetly on the last 
verse as giving the teachers three 
encouragements : Firstly, it is God's 
work ; secondly, He supplies the tools : 
and, thirdly, that He is a good Master. 
A pre-eminent practical address was 
given by brother Wilmshurst, of Croy
don, on the "Duck Decoy," and the 
lessons it taught them, It was 
thorough, good, and sound advice for 
the teachers. Brother Mountford, of 
Woolwich, opened upon Luke xii. 27. 
After some thoughtful and suggestive 
remarks on the words, " Except ye be 
converted and become as little children, 
ye cannot enter into the kingdom," from 
brother Ja.mes Martin, "Saviour, breathe 
an evening blessing," &c., w1,s sung, and 
the benediction pronounced. The col
lections at the various services realised 
over £15.-A LOVER OF ZION. 

NEW .CROSS (ZION).-On Sunday, 
October 27th, services were commenced 
to commemorate the forty-sixth anni• 
versary of the Sunday-school connected 
with this place, when Pastor Thomas 
Jones was helped to deliver two very 
appropriate discourses, that in the 
morning from Psa, xc. 16, 17, and his 
text in the evening was, " Search the 
Scriptures." We were highly favoured 
in the afternoon with the presence of 
Mr. W. Stanley Martin, of Devonshire
road Chapel, Greenwich, who gave us 
an excellent address, full of charming 
simplicity and skilful exposition, win
ning the attention and admiration of 
all present. Special hymns were sung 
by the scholars, and Mr. Joseph Martin 
ably presided at the harmomum. The 
services were continued on the follow
ing Tuesday, when tea was served at 
5 o'clock to a goodly gathering. The 
evening meeting began at 6.30, when 
our dear pastor read Eccles. xii., and 
Mr. T, G. C. Armstrong led us in 
prayer. The president then delivered a 
short introductory address, followed 
by the annual report from our 
indefatigable and indispensable hon. 
secretary (Mr. W. J. Xash), which was 
of an encouraging character. Scholars 
on the books numbered 365, with 33 
teachers (29 in church membership). 
Over 70 scholars were above 15 years of 
age, and 6 had been baptized during the 
year. A great loss has been sustained 
by the death of Miss Alice Standen, 

GR A y s (EBENEZER). - Han-est 
thanksgiving. Wednesday, October 16, 
was a day for the gathering of the 
people of God at Ebenezer, to give 
thanks unto their God for His bountiful 
provision in nature, so sweetly expressed 
in the opening hymn, ·• 0 l God of 
Bethel," &c. (842 S.). Brother J. 
Chandler read the afternoon lesson 
from Matt. xiii., and afterwards gave 
forth a very certain and precious sound 
from the words in Phil. i. 6-S. " He 
that bath begun a good work,'' &c., 
dividing it thus: (1) The seed sown bv 
the Holy Ghost in the heart: (~) 
Springing up of the blade of de;;iI'e : 
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(3J E!\r of hope in God; \4) Full corn 
of perfected work. .Hter tea, Mr. W. 
HMris (chairman) announced, "Blest 
be the tie that binds," &c., and dilated 
very blessedly on the sower in Mark. iv. 
Brother 8mith lead us to the throne of 
grace. The secretary read apologies for 
the unavoidable absence of several 
brethren in the ministry. Brother' J. 
Everett then addressed us from a portion 
in Job, "Speak to the earth, and it 
shall teach thee." going through the 
various phases of nature and parallels 
in grace, sweetly harmonising the two, 
to the comfort and edification of those 
present. Mr. Harris spoke of Boaz and 
Ruth. and the harvest of blessings she 
realised at his hands. Brother J. 
Banyard spoke, with much clearness 
and heartiness, upon Matt. xiii. 3: "The 
sower went forth to sow." We noted 
friends present from several neighbour
ing causes. "All hail the power," &c., 
clo5ed a happy and well-attended service 
-0f praise.-F. S. W. 

WOOD GREEN (P.A.RK-RIDINGS).
The Sunday-school celebrated their 
third anniversary on Sunday, October 
20th, when Mr. J. Flegg, the pastor, 
preached two good sermons, morning 
and evening. Brother Riddle gave a 
very a pt address to the children in the 
afternoon on '' Bees"; and one of the 
bee, he spoke about was the" humble 
bee." or "be humble." The following 
Wednesday the scholars bad a free tea, 
and an unusual number of friends came 
to encourage the workers in the school. 
Brother Abbott, tbr6ugh pre,sure of 
businese, was unable to be present. The 
pastor took the chair, and' read a pa.rt of 
Matt. xviii. Brother Brown offered 
earnest prayer for the school. The 
chairman, in his opening remarks, ea.id 
he felt very happy in presiding over a 
Sunday-school meeting-an institution 
so Christ-like. The secretary read his 
report, which expreseed gratitude to 
G-od, and made reference to God the 
Holy Ghost wurking in the hearts of 
the little ones; also that, numerically, 
the school had increased, and that the 
teachers (who are members of the 
Church) have their heart in the work. 
The finances shewed a balance in hand 
of about £l. Pastor E. W. Flegg, of 
Bexley-heath, addressed the meeting, 
first to the teachers and then to the 
little ones present. PastJr E. White, of 
Woolwich, took for his remarks Exod. 

cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast 
out." Pastor John Hunt Lynn very 
ably and profitably dwelt upon the 
words : "For of suoh is the kingdom of 
heaven." The collections amounted to 
£7 10,. All the meetings proved profit
able, and we trust will do lasting !food. 
-P.J.C. -· 

FARNBOROUGH. - Mr. S. Banks 
gave his lecture on "The Baptists: 
What About Them 1" in Beulah Chapel, 
Farnborough, Kent, on Wednesday, 
October 30th, Mr. Isaac Ballard pre
siding. A local contemporary says : 
"The chapel was full, audience in
terested, lecturer congratulated, col
lections good.". [We are much pleased 
at the success hitherto awarded this 
lecture. and hope it may increase.
J. W.B.] 

MR. JOSEPH FLORY'S ANNUAL 
VISIT TO GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

OUR old friend and brother Joseph 
Flory has sent us a brief account of his 
recent visit to Cheltenham, where, for 
near 20 years, he resided, and where, 
together with the surrounding villages 
and towns, he preached the glad tidings 
of salvation by Jesus Christ, through 
the quickening influence of the Holy 
Spirit. At 

STOW-IN-THE-WOLD, 

where for several years Mr. Flory 
preached, he has had the pleasure of 
baptizing several, two of whom were 
greatly blessed by his testimony. l\lr. 
G. Townsend has been the devoted 
pastor here over 15 yea.re. At 

CHELTENHAM 

Mr. F. preached at Bethel to goodly 
numbers one Lord's-day, and took part 
in another service there. Also at 

WINSTONE 

I met many lovers of the truth as it is 
in Jesus. I have preached here some 
year,, and had good times. But many 
whom I once knew have entered into 
rest. -J. FLORY. 

[Our brother Flory waR among the 
first contributors to E. V. We very 
highly esteem him, and should 
rejoice to know he was settled down 
in a sphere of usefulness, and thus 
finish his career here in the Master's 
service, whom he loves to exalt.
J. W. B.] 

xii. 2G: "And it shall come to pass, THE AGED PILGRIMS' CORNER. 
when your children phall my unto you, 
What mea.n ye by this service!" refer- ON Nov. Hith, the Winter Meeting and 
ing to the ,1uestions the children a~k. Sa.le of Work were held at the Hormev 
and the teachers' responsibility. The Rim Asylum, when, notwithstanding 
cr,ildren then sang admirably the well- heavy rain, a large company assembl~d. 
known anthem, ·' Exalt Him all ye The ~g:ed p~nsioners all took tea with 
JJeor,le." Brother H. J. Wileman corn- the Vl8ltors m the asylum hall, when a 
mended them for the excellence of their pleasant hour was spent. 
singing. Some solemn remarks he made I * * * 
res;1ecting Christ's word•, "Him that The sale was of a successful charac-



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 383 

ter; the proceeds will be devoted to the 
Benevolent Fund, for sick and infirm 
inmates. The Lady Visitors will be 
haPP.Y to supply woollen shawls and 
similar articles, at a reasonable rate, to 
any friends desirous of becoming pur
chasers. Please address," Lady Visitors, 
Asy.t1m, Hazelville-road, N." 

* * 
In the evening a *1arge congregation 

assembled in the asylum chapel, when 
Mr. W. J. tityles preached an excellent 
sermon from John xiv. 1. The collec
tion was for the Sustentation Fund, 
which, owing to sanitary and other 
work, is now deficient. 

* * * 1,356 pensioners, living in all parts of 
the country, are now upon the books; 
180 of this number dwell in the fonr 
Homes of the Society, and the total 
annual sum needed to meet the pensions 
and Asylum expenditure is upwards of 
£11,000. 

* * * New annual subscribers and collectors 
are needed, and interesting informa
tion upon the Society's work will be 
forwarded from the office, upon applica
tion, 83, Finsbury Pavement. E.C. 

PAST AND PASSING EVENTS, etc. 
THE chief feature to record this month 
is the last annual meeting in connec
tion with the Strict Baptist Mission. 
This mission will occupy a prominent 
place in onr denomination presently. ...... 

We must speak with "bated breath" 
at present. Our beloved Superinten
dent, in whom we have the greatest 
confidence, is, we are informed, on his 
way home to inform the Committee. 
We must patiently wait his arrival. 

* • 
The Church at Zi;n, Trowbridge, have 

our sympathy in the numerous bereave
ments during the year now fast draw
ing to a close. 

* * * Upon the occasion of opening the new 
Roman Catholic place near Bourne
mouth, the " priest" said he had "re
ceived help from Proteshnts as well as 
Roman Catholics." 

* * * We presume these must be 
"THE PROTESTANTS" 

w_ho have promised to assist in urging· 
tbe·country to supply Roman Catholic 
Schools with funds to educate children 
for the English and Romish Papacy. 
We feel we cannot too frequently refer 
to this. 

* * 
Glad tidings of p"eace and prosperitv 

reach us from St. Albans. About 23 
added during the year; lG by baptism. 
The enlarged chapel is well-nigh filled, 
and God's presence realised. 

l'rr,ve1· Preunted. 
Mr. Garrard, Minister for Public In

struction in New South Wales, has been 
defending the praying for rain that 
recently took place in that colony. He 
was glad, he said, to know that he 
belonged to a Ministry who recognised 

GOD OVER ALL. 

The country had been languishing for 
something that no Ministry could o-i ve, 
that no political creed could supply° and 
the Ministry had asked the people to 
join in an appeal to God. 

* * 
Prayer Heard. * 

Those who laughed and scoffed at the 
idea of the Ministry setting apart a day 
for humiliation and prayer for rain had 
their mouths closed by the ready 

ANSWER TO THE PRAYERS 

of the people. But the New South 
Wales Ministry not only enjoined 
prayer; they further showed their sin
cerity by asking the people to join in a 
general thanksg-iving for the rain which 
came so speedily. The following pro
clamation was published in a supple
ment to the G01:ern111ent Ga:ette:-

* * 
Pl'ayer Ansictl'ed. * 

'' Whereas it is deemed fitting that the 
inhabitants of New South Walessho 1ld 
testify their thankfulness to Almighty 
God for His great mercy in sending the 
welcome rain with which the colony 
has recently been blest. Now, therefore, 
I, Sir _Frederick Matthew Darley, as 
such Lieutenant-Governor as aforesaid 
do,with ndviceof the Executive. Council'. 
hereby appoint Sunday, the sixth day 
of October instant. to be observed as a 
Special Day of Prayer and Public 
Thanksgiving throughout Xew South 
Wales." 

• * 
Prayel' of 'I'hanksgti-ing, 

"I further invite the clergy and 
ministers of relig·ion of all denomina
tions, and all other her .ll'laj esty's sub
jects in the colony of New South Wales 
to observe the day appointed as one of 
special thanksgiving· to Almighty God 
for His great mercy in delivering the 
colony_ from the suffering and loss 
attendmg a long-continued drought.'' 
The da_y appointed was generally ob
served m the manner requested. 

* * 
A Few Tliing.,.-R. E. Sears has mo.ed 

from Grove-road to Battersea-rise (see 
advt.). "Say unto the children of Israel 
G5> forward.'' Leyton is still favoured; 
"althamstow are hoping soon to have 
a pastor; Teddington have taken a 
chapel and opened with good prospects; 
Prittlewell is "going on favourabl v ·· · 
Grays have established a weekly pa,:er: 
meeting (Monday); Portsmouth (Il.eho
both) have opened a Sunday-scbuol; 
Aylesbury have enlarged their borders; 
Stepney is looking up; cheerful ,\t 
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Cle.pham Junction;. Wood-green. St. 
Albans, and other places a.re "l!"oing 
forward": llh-. Se.muel Hutchmson 
Superintendent of the Strict Baptist 
Mission. is on his way home; a le.rge 
gathering is expected to hee.r his report. 

ltarrhtgc. 
CHISNALL-BIRD.-On Sept. 21, 1895 

at Turrett-green Baptist Chapel, Ips'. 
wich, bv Mr. W. Chisnall Sec. of the 
L. S. B. 111:. Association, and brother of 
the bridegroom, George Chisnall to 
AnniA Bird. 

In cttemorhtm. 
FOUR TAKEK FROM ZIOK (TROW

BRIDGE) BELOW TO ZION 
ABOVE. 

SAMUEL LITTLE. Mr. Joseph Long 
says: ·• On May 28, 1895, in his 50th 
year, Samuel Little, for many years a 
deacon at Zion, Trowbridge. 'Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the up
right : for the end of that man is 
veace. • ·• Also 

CAROLIJ\'E TAYLOR, September 24, 
ag-ed 55. She was a member at Zion 
a.bout 15 years. She suffered much for 
years, but the Lord gave her a· sweet 
promise to rest on, " Thy peace shall 
flow as a river"; with this she was 
brought to her desired haven in peace. 
Then 

ELIZA SUMPTION was taken home, 
on September 29, aged 72. Our sister 
was only laid aside about three weeks. 
The words much upon her mind were: 
" For ever with the Lord." Thus. 
in sweet assurance, resting on Jesus; 
she calmly and quietly finished her 

.course in peace. Fourthly, 
JOHN R..U.'DALL, after many years' 

affliction, "crossed the narrow sea," 
October 8, like " a shock of corn fully 
ripe," at the age of 85. It can be truly 
said of him:-
" Though once a poor mow-ner opprest, 

And earth could no comfort afford, 
Yet no-., he's both happy and blest. 

At home -.,ith his glorious Lord '. 
The storm of affiiction is past, 

And he is in glory sat down, 
A victor through Jesus at ]a,st, 

The cross is exchanged for the crown."' 
Deceased was a quiet, peaceable, con
sistent member. His Bible and hymn
book were his chief companions ; his 
lovitig little grand-daughter often read 
the Word to him, and we pray that some 
of the words she read to her grand
father may be impressed by the Holy 
Spirit · on her young heart. Kent's 
sweet paraphrase on the text," It shall 
be well with the righteous" (412 
Gadsby), was very precious to his soul. 

MARY BROWN, a member of the 
Church under the pastoral care of Mr. 
T. House, at Tottenham, entered into 
rest, February 2fith, 1895, aged 56. 
Deceased was born at Chatteris, of 

God-fearing pa.rents, and was the 
subject of Divine grace when young. 
In the order of Providence she, with 
her husband, removed to Hornsey-rise, 
and was at the opening of Ebenezer, 
Elthorne-road and sat under the 
ministry of Mr. Waterer with much 
plea.sure and profit, and was (with her 
husband) baptized by him. When the 
new chapel at Philip-lane, Tottenham, 
was opened, she attended there as often 
as possible, as Mr. T. House's testbnony 
was much blessed to the comfort of her 
soul, by whom four of her family went 
baptized. About four years prior to her 
death she had a severe illness, in which 
she enjoyed sweet manifeste.tions of the 
lovingkilidness of the Lord to her soul. 
She was much in the furnace of afflic
tion, but realised the truth . of the 
promise, "As thy day, so shall thy 
strength be" ; " My grace is sufficient 
for thee." A little time before her 
departure sbe exclaimed, whh em-
phasis, · 

"On Christ, the solid Rock, 1 stand, 
All other gronnd is sinking sand"; 

and sang Watts'.sweet lines:-
" There shall I bathe my weary son! 

In seas of heavenly re8t, 
And not a wave of trouble roll 

Across my peaceful breast." 
In answer to a question put by a friend 
she said, "Jesus, Jesus,· Jesus, preciou; 
Jesus." The children and myself mourn 
the loss of an affectionate mother and 
wife. Her end was peace. The inter
ment took place March 4th, in South
gate cemetery, Mr. T. House officiating. 
-W.BR0WN. 

MR. YOUDEN.-Brother Youden held 
the office of . deacon and also super
intendent of the Sunday-school at 
Pentside, Dover. He was most regular 
in attendance at prayer-meetings and 
other services. Early in September it 
pleased the Lord to lay His afflicting 
hand upon him, and on Thursday, 
November 7th, he passed from earth to 
heaven, with the words of Toplady's 
beautiful hymn on his lips, 

"Rock of Ages, cleft for me." 
Though burdened with trials and 
sorrows, he sought to live Christ, and 
now realises that to die is gain. May 
it please our dear heavenly Father to 
grant our brother's death may be the 
seed of life to many in the Sabbath
school and elsewhere.-W. E. PALMER, 
Pastor. 

ESTHER ANNIE SPEAKMAN EMBER· 
SON sweetly fell asleep in Jesus. Sept. 
27th, 1895, aged 44. Repeated illnesees 
undermined her constituticl!,;: She 
quietly passed away in hei; 'sleep, 
leaving husband and daughter to mourn 
their loss. Brother C. J. Burrows con
ducted a funeral service in West-hill 
chapel1 Wandsworth, previous to inter
ment m Wandsworth cemetery. De• 
ceased was a consistent Christian, and 
a firm believer in the doctrines of 
distinguishing grace.-P. HARROW. 
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