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iod ffl!ill juppl,i ®ur ~tt:0-. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

" But my God shall supply all your need acccrding to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus."-Phil. iv. 19. 

THE commencement of a new year is regarded with very different 
feelings by different persons, and indeed by the same person in 

different stages of life's journey. By the young a new year is looked at 
through the rosy medium of hope, with bright expectations concerning 
the good it will bring. As we increase in years things commonly 
assume · a more sober view, and a new year is regarded in a more 
prosaic light. One year has been so much like another, and we 
have been so frequently disappointed in our expectations, that we no 
longer entertain those pleasing illusions which were wont to charm us in 
younger days. We have learned to recognise that each year, aye, and 
each day will bring its own trials and difficulties, and that " sufficieut 
unto the day will be the evil thereof." But some there are who, with 
failing powers and decreasing strength, look upon the new year with 
feelings .of dread rather than anticipation. Their needs are as great as 
ever, but the means by which they have hitherto been supplied are con
stantly diminishing; and at times their fears greatly prevail over their 
hopes. Knowing that our magazine reaches many of the aged, feeble, 
and poor of the family of God, we would specially address ourselves to 
them at the beginning of another year. The text at the head of our 
paper seems appropriate to their condition, and equal to all their require
ments, "My God shall supply all your need." 

We remember with joy that we have the same God that Paul hatl. 
"This God is our God for ever and ever." "Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." He is absolutely unchangeable in 
Himself, in His purposes, and His love and regard for His people. Your 
poverty is no denial of His love, as you will one day clearly see. •• He 
has chosen the peor of this world rich in faith, and heit-s of the kingdom 
which He has promised to them that love Hirn." If we are poor .we 
may rest assured that poverty is best for us. We have, too, as large an 
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interest in God as Paul possessed. Christ loved Paul, and gave Himself 
for him: He loved you also, and gave Himself for you equally with 
Paul. Yon may, and, I trust, can with Paul appropriate God as yours, 
and sny. "Jlly God." He will not disown the relationship. Christ is 
not nshamed of the poorest of His brethren. When on earth He con
~orted with the poor, and His exaltation has wrought no change in Him. 
All the promises are yours, and the good of them shall be dispensed to 
yon by the Holy Spirit as your necessities require. 

The promise of our text includes all temporal needs. This the 
connection proves. Paul, a prisoner at Rome for the Gospel, had received 
a bountiful gift from the Philippian Church at the hand of Epaphroditus. 
His soul rejoiced at this expression of their love, which he knew was "a 
sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God." Our text is the response of 
his heart t,o their generous act. Your daily needs are your heavenly 
Father's care. Your little stock of coal He will keep replenished, your 
food and raiment He will provide. Listen to His own gracious words
•. Behold the fowls of the air ; for they sow not, neither do they reap, 
nor gather into barns ; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 
ye not much better than they ? . . . And why take ye thought for 
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow ; they toil 
not, neither do they spin ; and yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so 
clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-mo1Tow is cast into 
the oven, shall He not much more clothe you, 0 ye of little faith ? " Can 
anything more cheering be imagined ? 

Th1:s promise has been made good in your experience in the past. 
Some of you have often been brought into straits, but has He ever 
failed to supply your need ? What a " bank of faith " you could write 
out of your own experience of His dealings with you in the past. How 
mercifully He has inclined His ear unto your cry, and graciously and 
wisely timed Hi:i helps and deliverances ! Can you ever forget some of 
these precious seasons, and how your heart has run over with joy and 
gratitude for His great goodness to you ? It has been as if the mercies 
came straight down from heaven. You have almost seen as it were 
with your bodily eyes His hand-His bountiful hand-opened to 
supply your need. It may be that just now you are walking in a way 
that you have not passed heretofore, but it is impossiole that your need 
cm outmatch the ability of your God. 

God has spoken special words for the comfort f!f His aged ones. Old 
a(J'e, with its increasing infirmities, and specially when attended with 
p~verty and loneliness, is itself far from a desirable condition. Very 
pathetic is the Psalmist's prayer-" Cast me not off in the time of old 
age: forsake me not when my strength faileth ..•. Now also when I 
am old and grey-headed, 0 God, forsake me not." It is, also, too fre
quently the way of man to forsake the aged, and to become weary of 
them in the season when they most need to be cherished, but your God 
will never forsake you. Thus He speaks-" Hearken unto Me, 0 house 
of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel, which are borne 
by Me from the belly, which are carried from the womb : and even to 
your old a,qe I am He: and even_ to hoar hat:rs w_ill I c_arry you : I have 
made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will dehver you." And, 
again, " They shall still bring forth fruit in old age : they shall be fat 
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and flourishing: to shew that the Lord is upright: He is my rock, :md 
there is no unrighteousness in Him." We have seen the sweet promisef! 
blessedly fulfilled in many aged ones. Fear not then, dear troubled and 
aged ones, God is faithful, who also will perform what He has promised 
to your comfort and welfare. Dismiss forboding thoughts; trouble not 
about the means, but rest upon His faithful Word. " Be carefnl for 
nothing ; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, 
which passeth -all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus." 

Our text comprises all spiritual necessities. The limit imposed 
on us prevel'.!cts us attempting to enter into this branch of our 
subject in this short paper. We can only remind you that there is an 
abounding fulness stored in our Lord Jesus Christ, and we are bid to 
"come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need." The fulness of Jesus would be a 
superfluous provision were there no needy souls to supply. You cannot 
apply too often, nor bring too large or deep necessities. If challenged 
on your right to go you can show His own Word, which is an all-sufficient 
warrant ; and He has pledged Himself that you shall not apply in vain. 
"Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you: for every one that asketh receiveth; and he 
that seeketh findeth ; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened." 

The measure of the supply is wonclerful. " God will supply all your 
need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." We may take 
" His riches in glory " to mean His glorious riches. God deals according 
to His own glory. "Sire," said one to .Alexander on receiving a rich 
gift from him, " this is too much for me to receive." " But it is not too 
much for Alexander to give," was the reply. God gives in that way 
which befits Himself, and redounds to His own glory. Dear aged, 
infirm, and poor friends, ye who are dreading rather than anticipating 
what this year may bring forth, cast away your fears, and trust your 
God.- Your store is indeed small, but He possesses glorious riches, and 
through His well beloved Son will supply all your need. The Lord 
enable you to apprehend what you have in Christ and live upon His 
fulness. Build your hopes on His Word, and you shall never meet with 
disappointment. " Blessed are all they that trust in Him." 

0 UR PORTRAIT GALLERY .-No. I. 
JAMES MOTE, SOLICITOR, M.A.S.B.U., ETC. 

THE following narrative has been compiled at the request of the 
Trustees of this Magazine, as the subject of it having been con

nected with the Strict Baptist body for half a century, his knowledge of 
the changes that have taken place in it during that period to which it 
refers, they think may prove interesting to our readers :-

It was about 50 years since, as fa.r as my memory will serve me, that I 
·had any concern about my soul's salvation, when I was the subject of several 
dream8 that the day of judgment had come, and I was unprepared for it. The 
impression thus made upon my mind never forsook me, but caused me great 
anxiety, and led to a careful perusal of the Scriptures to ascertain from them, 
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if I possibly could, what my future state would be if I should suddenly be· 
ushered into an unseen and unknown world. 

After reading through the Scriptures from beginning to end, which took 
me nearly two years, I found myself unable thoroughly to understand them 
or to satisfy myself as to my future state and condition when I had left thi~ 
world. 

I was now the subject of great inward searching of heart, feeling conscious 
that all was not right between my soul and God. I felt that I had been the 
subject of unnumbered mercies since I drew my first breath, for which I was
not sufficiently grateful to my heavenly Father, which was quite contrary to 
my conduct toward my fellow-men, but how to account for it I was at a loss 
to imagine. I, however, was satisfied that there must be something wrong on 
my part in thus acting towards one who had been so good to me and this 
caused me further uneasiness without being able to find a remedy. ' 

On one occasion, whilst in this frame of mind, I had to visit an uncle who 
lived at Clerkenwell, and on my way thither on the Lord's-day morning I had 
to go through Newgate-street, and entered the Church of England there· 
belonging to Christ's Hospital. On my entrance the minister was reading the
passage of Scripture contained in the Prayer-book, which is as follows:_:_ 
"To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have 
rebelled against Him : neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God 
to walk in His laws which He set before us" (Dan. ix. 9, 10). I could not 
afterwards recall any part of his sermon, but these words followed me, and 
led me to see that I was the character described by them, and the hope of 
forgiveness held out by them was very comforting to my mind. 

This led me to attempt to work out my own salvation, which I did with 
fear and trembling, being then ignorant of the Lord's way. My first step was
to give up my worldly friends and acquaintances, forsake my worldly 
pleasures, and destroy the whole of Lord Byron's works, which had been
presented to me by a gentleman with whom, as a young man, I was a great 
favourite. I had a great struggle before committing these works to the 
flames, but although I was tempted to give them 9,way to one of my 
former companions, yet the fact that by doing so I should only be subjecting· 
him to the same evil temptations and thoughts they had caused in my mind, 
and thus spreading the poison they contained in a greater measure than I 
could possibly be aware of, fixed my determination and ended in their
destruction. 

I now attended the Church of England, in which I had been brought up, and 
enjoyed the preaching of Mr. Gibson and others, who officiated at St. George's 
Church in the Borough, where I worshipped. The duty of partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, which was often insisted upon and referred to in the minister's 
discourses, led me to apply to partake of it, but I found that I was disqualified 
from doing so, never having been baptised; for my father,-although a very 
cor>sistent member of the Church of England, never would have any of his 
children baptised, or, as we understood it, christened. I now, therefore, bad 
to submit to this ordinance, and as I was of age (about 24) I was not required 
to find a godfather, but was simply examined as to my knowledge of the 
Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and tile Belief-all of which I had 
learnt at school. I merely mention tbis fact to show that the Cburch of 
England is, in its way, Strict Baptist, as well as our denomination, the only 
difference being as to the subject and mode, and the privilege of partaking of 
the Lord's Supper is only allowed to those who have been baptised, and thus 
become a member of the Church. 

My stay in the Church of England was not long, for I soon found tbat 
there was no communion or fellowship amongst the members thereof, or any 
bond of union existing between them, and our only opportunity of meeting 
each other was on the Sunday or week-day service, and then we were divided 
from each other by the pews we then occupied. 

Owing to this I was Jed to speak to my uncle, Mr. E. Mote, the hymn
writer and preacher, and lay before bim my case. He advised me to go and 
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· .:henr the different Diasenting miniaterf! in the South of London, anri Ree 
whether, by uniting myself to one of their Uhurchea, my spiritual wantA 

•<Jould not be met, I also told him of the great difficulty I was unrler in 
-endeavouring to understand the doctrine of election, of which I had lately 
heard, but could not understand; and to help me to do so, he, after explainin/1' 
it, lent me Toplady's works, and recommended a careful perusal of the111, 
which I gave, rising as early as four or five in the morning to read them 
quietly before going to business. I also read Zanchy on predestination. 

The result of my reading these works, coupled with my Bible and the 
Prayer-book, was this: I found in my Prayer-book that the doctrine of 
election was held by the Church of England, anrl is thus expressed in the 17th 

-of her Articles of Religion, as set forth in the Prayer-book:-

" 17.-0/ Pi·edestination and Election. 

"Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby (before 
the foundations of the world were laid) He hath constantly decreed by His 

. counsel, secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whom He 
hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to ever

. lasting salvation, as vessels made to honour. Wherefore, they which be endued 
-with so excellent a benefit of God be called according to God's purpose by His 
Spirit working in due season: they, through grace, obey His calling: they be 
justified freely : they be made sons of God by adoption : they be made like the 
image of His only begotten Son Jesus Christ: they walk religiously in good 
works, and at length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity. 

"As the godly consideration of predestinaticn and our election in Christ is 
full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly persons, and such 

. as feel in,_ themseh·es the working of the Spirit of Christ mortifying the works 
of the flesh and their earthly members, and drawing up their minds to high 

. and heavenly things, as well because it doth greatly establish and confirm 
-their faith of eternal salvation to be enjoyed through Christ, as because it 
doth fervently kindle their love towards God : So, for curious and carnal 
·persons lacking the Spirit of Christ to have continually before their eyes the 
-sentence of God's predestination is a most dangerous downfall, whereby the 
devil doth thrust them either into desperation or into wretchedness of most 
unclean living no less perilous than desperation." 

This, however, did not satisfy me, for although I read in Rom. ix. 11, 
·" For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, 
· that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but 
· of Him that calleth," yet I found in the next chapter Paul using the following 
words : "Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved." 

I was unable to make the two agree, and for a length of time was in great 
distress on account of it, and this led me to a throne of grace for light and 
tranquility of mind upon the subject, and in reply to my requests the Lord 
directed my attention to the following verse : " Shall not the Judge o:: all the 

· earth do right?" and there I have been enabled to leave it. I have since 
read Elisha Coles on God's Sovereignty, conversed with numbers of our more 

· eminent pastors upon the subject, and other ministers and Christian friends, 
.and.heard hundreds of sermons relating thereto, but have never yet been able 
to fathom the subject, and am compelled to say, with Paul: "0 the depth of 
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God? how unsearchable 
.are His judgments, and His ways past finding out ! " 

The perusal of Toplac!y's works, and especially the following verse of his 
• celebrated hymn, 

"A debtor to mercy a.lone, 
Of covenant mercy I sing, 

Nor rear with Thy righteonsnes• on 
My person and olferin!rS to bring; 

The terrors or law and of God 
With me ca.n have nothing to do, 

Mv Savionr's obedience and bloocl 
il:icle all my transgre~sions from view," 
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s,, fixed in my mind the knowledge of my own election to eternal life, 
that I haYe ne,·er i;;ince had the leai;;t doubt about it; and although I am 
mmcquninted with the manner of its accomplishment, yet I can say, with the· 
man who was born blind," One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now 
I see.'' 

The position of the heathen world with reference to the doctrine of 
election also much occupied my thoughts, and I once spent a considerable time 
in talking with our late brother, John Foreman, upon the subject; but to my 
surprise I found that what troubled me upon the subject had never troubled 
him, and that his idea of preaching· the Gospel was not to do so to every 
creature, but confine it, as far as he was concerned, to the saints who were to 
be found in Hill-street, Dorset-square, and amongst the Strict Baptists 
generally, which he did for many years, with Yery great acceptanr.e to his 
numerous hearers. 

After hearing the greater part of the South London ministers, including 
the late James Wells, Joseph Irons, and others, I visited Unicorn Yard Chapel, 
in Tooley-street, and heard the late Mr. Bonner, and ultimately settled down 
there, and was baptised by him. At that time the Church (of which the late 
Dr. Gill and David Denham had been the pastors) was one of the oldest Baptis-t 
Churches in London, dating back from the time of Charles II. Our member
ship was upwards of 200, as well as I can remember ; and at the ordination 
of our pastor, Messrs. Wells, Foreman, Wyard, Dickerson, Palmer, and others, 
were present, all of whom have since passed away. For a time I was very 
happy with my fellow-members, and much enjoyed their society and the
services of God's house, and formed many friendships, which only terminated 
with the deaths of my brethren. I could then sincerely sing-

"'There my best friends, my kindred dwell: 
There God, my Saviour, reigns." 

I was soon chosen one of the deacons, and endeavoured to serve the Church, 
according to the best of my ability; but I early found that the office of deacon 
was not a bed of roses, for our pastor's temper was not that of an angel. He 
was then known in the denomination as Bishop Bonner, in allusion to a name
sake who, lived in the days of Queen Mary, and in asserting his authority in 
the Church his conduct was so offensive to many of the members that a very 
large number of them left and never returned, amongst whom were several of · 
my dearest friends. This was afterwards followed up by his practising 
mesmerism upon some of the members, both male and female, for which he 
bad a great liking, and considered himself skilful at it, but it met with the 
disapproval of several of the remaining members ; and in the end, owing t~ 
the decline in the Church and congregation, and our inability to support him, 
he left. 

After our pastor had left, we had to depend upon supplies, and became so 
reduced in numbers that, although we had a large but very old chapel, we 
were in the cold weather compelled to worship in the vestry, where we could 
have a fire, In addition to this, the building was in such a bad state of 
repair that, to render it waterproof and repair it, a large outlay had to be 
incurred, which came to between £100 and £200. My fellow-deacon was a 
carpenter and builder, and did what was necessary; but, owing to the
impoverished state of the Church, he had to give us credit for the amount of 
his bill. 

At this time I made the acquaintance of the late C. W. Banks, the 
proprietor of the EARTHEN VESSEL, and a friendship was formed between us 
which lasted until his death. At that time he was the pastor of a Church 
meeting at Crosby-row, not far from Unicorn-yard, and his Church was paying 
a large rent for the use of the building in which they worshipped. It was 
then arranged between us to form the two causes into one, which should 
worship at Unicorn-yard Chapel, and this was done; but, owing to the diffi
culty of ascertaining who were really the members of Unicorn-yard, because
of its great age, it was thought better to dissolve the Church and immediately 
re-form it, reckoning those only as its members who should join the new 
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Uhul'ch. This was done, and the union of the two Uhurches took place, a11rl 
U. W. Banks was appointed their pastor. 

The election of C. W. Banks as such pastor gave great offence to the 
managers of a fund called the Baptist Fund, which was originated in the year 
1717 by six London Baptist Churches, of whom the Church at U nicorn-yarrl 
was one, which had been supported by them and other Churches for upwards 
of a century, and is now possessed of property; the income whereof, 
amounting to upwards of £3,000 per annum, is distributed yearly amongst 
needy Churches and pastors of the Baptist denomination and students for the 
ministry, and they contended that, as the Church at Unicorn-yard had been 
dissolved, it had ceased to have any right in or to be represented at the fund. 
This the Church at Unicorn-yard denied, and insisted upon their right still to 
attend and take part in the administration of the fund. Legal aid was 
resorted to by both parties, but in the end a sum of £150 was offered by the 
managers of the fund to Unicorn-yard Chapel to withdraw from it, and under 
the circumstances, especially considering the heavy debt upon the chapel for 
repairs, it was deemed advisable to accept it, which the Church did, and, upon 
payment of the money, withdrew from the fund. 

To make up, however, in some measure for this loss, I was elected to 
represent Little Wild-street Church, one of the original six which originated 
the fund, and did so for several years, and afterwards as a fundee, which I 
qualified for, have continued a member of the fund, and thus been enabled 
ever since to aid in helping our needy Churches and pastors, several of the 
latter of whom have been for years assisted by the fund. 

About this time (1860) the Strict Baptist body was thrown into a state of 
great alarm, owing to the loss of two of their chapels-one at Norwich and 
the other at Ramsgate-caused by the imperfection of their trust deeds in not 
stipulating that the chapel was to be a Strict Baptist chapel, and no other, and 
several meetings of the Strict Communion Baptist Society were held upon the 
subject, owing to the disinclination of members to subscribe money for the 
erection of new Strict Baptist chapels without a certainty that they could not 
be taken away and used for other purposes. I was instructed to prepare a 
new form of trust deed to secure our new chapels, which was carefully settled 
by the Society, and has ever since beel'I used by our body, the result of which 
bas been that for a period of nearly forty years we have not lost another 
chapel. 

I continued to serve the Church at Unicorn-yard for some time longer, 
during which I had the pleasure of seeing my dear wife (now in heaven) 
follow me in the ordinance of Christian baptism and join the Church, which 
was a great comfort to me, for, although the want of communion and fellow
ship in spiritual things between husband and wife is a great loss to the 
believer, and where it exists dul'ing the whole of the married life is a great 
cross to carry, yet, where both are united heart and hand in the things of God, 
the marriage relationship is one of the greatest blessings we can enjoy on 
earth, and the figure of the union between Christ and His Church aliuded to 
by the apostle Paul is one that the believer fully understands, although it 
refers to a more lasting union than the one here which is bounded by time. 

It was with some regret that I had to sever my connection with Union
yard Chapel; but, owing to the increase of my family, I had to remove to 
Lewisham, when I joined the Church meeting at Dacre-park, Blackheath, 
where I was soon again installed in the office of deacon, and where I hope to 
end my days. Here, ag·ain, during a period of upwards of thirty years, I 
have seen great changes in Church life. The place which at one time was a 
flourishing Church was some years since nearly broken up, owing to ~he 
divided opinions of the members respecting the pastor's conduc~, and wh~ch 
caused nearly half of them to leave and start a new cause, the effect of which 
has been disastrous to both, aud injured us very much in the eyes of the, 
neighboul'hood, who expect better things from our bodr:. . 

It was my pridlege and pleasure during my acquamtance with th_e late 
C. \V. Banks to uid in raising a fund for him, which was commenced m the 
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year 1 Ri,, when a circular waR issued and sent to his friends in the United 
J,ingdom, and also in America and Australia, and the result was that a sum of 
£GOO was rai11ed by the Strict Baptists and other friends who loved the 
doctrines of free and distinguishing grace in acknowledgment of his dis
interested labours for upwards of thirty-three years to serve the cause of 
truth, and presented to him at the Surrey Tabernacle, on Tuesday, January 
13, 1880. 

As to the present state of our body, in some respecb1, I think we have 
improved but in others not. Our pastors are now better educated than 
formerly. We now take an interest in mission work, Sunday-schools, and 
Bands of Hope, which fifty years since we did not. The Metropolitan Associa
tion of Strict Baptist Churches and the Strict Baptist Mission have also within 
the same time sprung into existence; the former, a11 most of our readers of 
the EARTHEN VESSEL know, has a double object-viz., of securing the union 
of the London Churches and helping needy ones to repair and maintain their 
places of worship. The last report of the Metropolitan Association shows that 
G5 London Churches have now joined it, but it also discloses the fact that 
23 of them are pastorless, and it is well known that the greater part of 
the pastors experience a great difficulty in obtaining an income suitable to 
their calling. In other respects the Society is doing a good work in helping 
struggling Churches with money to build and repair. 

One great evil of our body, and a source of its weakness, is the multi
plication of small causes, caused mostly by disagreements. These are 
generally unable to support themselves, and are kept going principally by 
supplies, and ought not to have a separate existence, but should be affiliated 
to the nearest mother Church and looked after by it. 

Whether there is as much power in the pulpit as formerly, I doubt. 
The rapid advance during the last fifty years of scientific knowledge, 
including electricity, the telephone, phonography, and other discoveries, and 
the quick intercourse with all portions of the globe by steam, coupled with 
the fact that the news of the whole world is placed upon the pastor's break
fast table every morning for one penny, and he cannot resist the perusal of 
his daily paper, has, I think, a distracting effect upon his mind, and engages it 
to a greater extent than he is aware of, and withdraws it from the study of 
the Book from whence, under the Spirit's teaching, his usefulness and 
acceptability to his Church and people must come. 

The dissensions also that exist amongst our body are not a credit to us, 
hut a source of great weakness, and make us, in a measure, a contempt to the 
outside professing world, who from our high doctrine expect a corresponding 
life and Christ-like behaviour and conduct, in which, alas, as a body, we are 
wanting.• But I hope that.the endeavours made by the Metropolitan Associa
tion of Strict Baptist Churches to unite our Churches in the bonds of Christian 
love will in the future remove them, and that we shall by our lives as well as 
our practice adorn the doctrine of Cluist our Saviour in all things. 

LoYE is generally expensive, so was the Saviour's. It cost Him tears, 
fears, wounds, and bruises, sweat and blood ; yea, life itself ; but many 
waters could not quench it, neither could the floods drown it. It survived the 
wrath of God, the wrath of man, and the wrath of devils :-

" 0 love, how high thy glories swell, 
How great, immutable, and free ; 

Ten thousand sins as black a.s hell, 
Are swallowed up, 0 love, in thee I" 

And, as one says : "Infinite love has filled its bosom with toads," as man is 
no better. 

• We had a sa1 instance of this a. few vea.rs sincA in the estrangement that took place 
between our two great London leaders. Mese1·s. Wells and Foreman, caused originally by 
the former's sermon on Rahab the Ha.riot, and which la.ated until their death, 
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

"WONDl~RFUL THINGS."-A WONDERFUL LIGHT. 

UTE have o.11 heard of the Eddystone rocks, _lying ?~tween Plymouth n o.nd Cornwall. At low tide they are JUSt VlSlble, and "their 
jagged edges look like the teeth of a hungry wolf," ready to destroy all 
that comes in their way, but at high tide they are completely covered 
and their neighbourhood is only known by the swirling currents which 
clash as they come lashing each other in different directions, and form 
the terrible " eddies " from which the rocks derive their name. Even 
in the calmest weather these are never at rest, and in times of wind and 
storm the dashing waves do indeed rise mountains high, and many a fine 
vessel and brave crew have been broken to pieces on those terrible stony 
reefs. 

For centuries these rocks remained the dread of the mariner, but no 
one dared attempt to place a lighthouse there because of the tremendous 
danger and difficulty attending such a work. At length-well on in the 
seventeenth century-a clever, though eccentric gentleman, named 
Winstanley, conceived the idea of building a wooden structure on those 
fatal rocks; the design was fanciful, somewhat resembling a Chinese 
Pagoda, beginning with a round tower, and finishing off with galleries, and 
all of it " ornamented with chains and cranes like a London warehouse." 

The work was commenced in the summer of 1696; for only in summer 
could such work be attempted, and even then they had to suspend it 
sometimes for a week or two; and all they could do the first year was to 
make twelve deep holes in the rock and insert a solid bar of iron in each. 
The second year they fixed a mass of stonework around the iron bars ; 
the third summer they got on quickly with the woodwork, and at length 
with the lantern fixed and a store of provisions laid in, the inmates took 
up their lodging there, but found that much more must be clone before 
their lighthouse could give effectual shelter to themselves, and in bad 
weather it was extremely difficult for them to get provisions. 

The fourth year saw the work finished, but its large open gallery made 
it unsafe, and three years afterwards one terrible November night, while 
Winstanley, who had gone to superintend some repairs, was within it, the 
lighthouse with all that it contained was completely swept away, nothing 
being found afterwards but a piece of iron chain jammed into the rock, 
while in the absence of the warning beacon a ship split upon the rock and 
nearly all the crew perished. 

Thus the first Eddystone lighthouse was destroyed, but soon after
wards another was commenced, which, composed of wood and granite, was 
completed in 1709, and for nearly fifty years its warning light saved 
many a vessel from wrecking, and then-no one exactly knew how-one 
December night it was found to be on fire; the three men withi~ it were 
unable to extinguish the flames, and one of them subsequently died from 
the effects of the scalding lead, and the fire raged on until it reached the 
rock, and nothing could be done to save it, as the weather was too_ stormy 
to allow of any effectual aid being rendered, except that of taking the 
poor men to shore. 

In 17 56 however, the work of constructing another lighthouse began. 
Its engineer: Smeaton, decided that it must be made entirely of stone: 

C 
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and !'O mnch was the building imbeddcd in the solid rock that only four 
large stones formed its foundation. The solid edifice rose within two or 
three years, and again the light shone forth upon the stormy waters. 
For 1 Ml years or more this lighthouse stood the stress of wind and wave, 
but Ht length some shakiness was discovered, not however in the building 
lmt in its rocky foundation, and another rock in the reef was chosen, so 
that a fourth lighthouse, stronger and more massive, could be erected, and 
after many delays this last and strongest building was completed in 1882; 
and its light can be seen for the distance of 17 ½ miles, a much longer 
reHch than was attempted before. 

But all this has suggested. to me another lighthouse lantern, greater 
and more important still, of which the Psalmist has spoken, "Thy Word 
is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.'' If we think of our 
life HS a journey through a dark and dangerous world, we need this lamp 
to guide and warn us; or if, as we often do, we compare ourselves to 
voyagers on an often stormy sea, where rocks and quicksands lie in our 
WHY, threatening us with loss and peril everywhere, how much we need 
this gra.nd, strong lantern, with its clear, unerring light to protect us on 
our way. 

The Bible tells us much of sin and temptation, it shows us how some 
have made shipwreck of faith, conscience, and honour, and if we wonder 
why so many of the evil deeds of wicked men, and the slips and falls of 
g-ood ones are narrated there, the answer to our question is found in this 
-The lighthouse is not set up for invitation but for warning; it neV'er 
says, Come, but Depart, keep far away from all the evils of which I tell 
you. "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way ? By taking 
heed thereto according to God's Word." This light has been burning for 
ages and ages, and shedding its bright rays north and south, east and 
west, saving many a soul from spiritual shipwreck, and warning many 
another without any saving result. Many attempts have been made by 
Satan to blow down, burn, or undermine this lighthouse and extinguish 
this great and glorious light, but all in vain. He has, it is true, seemed 
sometimes to succeed, but never for long, and the light of truth burns on 
still and will do to the end of time. 

" It gives & light to every age ; 
It gives but borrows none." 

And I was thinking that we have not only a beacon, but also a harbour 
light in the Word of God. It warns us of danger, but it tells of safety 
too; it tells of the haven of rest and blessing, and points out the way to 
that gracious and eternal God who is the Refuge of His people, and echoes 
forth His own loving word, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Jesus Christ and Him crucified 
is the safe and blessed port of the soul, and no . storms shall ever really 
injure, much less destroy, those who confide in Him." 

" Fa.ith may firmly trust Him 
Come what may, 

Hope has dropped her anchor, 
Found her rest 

In the calm, sure haven 
Of His breast; 

Love esteems in heaven to &bide 
At His side." 

May this heavenly "light shine upon our ways," guarding us from 
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all evil, and guiding our feet into the way of peace, and by the Holy 
Spirit's teaching may we know more and more of Him of whom thr 
Hcriptures are so full, Jesus, His people's everlasting all, till we ent"r 
that celestial haven, and are for ever with the Lord. Amen. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY M .. \. ,J. 

A threefold blessing.-Psa.. xlvi. 1. 

THE great thought running through this magnificent and heautiful 
Psalm is confidence in God. If read in this light it will exercise a 

gracious influence upon us, and inspire greater confidence on our own 
part. The precious words are calculated to dissipate our fears, and 
cheer, encourage and refresh both mind and heart. Should this prove 
so in our experience, then with renewed hope and greater determination 
we venture onward. We do not wish to anticipate trials ; at the same 
time we "are .born to trouble," and as in the past so in the future there 
may some unexpected trouble befall us, but it will be no " strange 
thing." The future is wisely and lovingly concealed from us; at the 
same time we are assured that Infinite and Eternal love has planned all 
events,: and made ample provision to meet all the needs of the journey. 
Let this thought cheer us, and assist in exercising stronger faith, and 
greater confidence in God ; knowing as we do by past experience that not 
a promise ever failed out of the many God has given. Hence what 
better song can we sing, as we step over the boundary of time from the 
old year into that of the new, " God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble." May we as children trust our Heavenly 
Father by committing our way to Him, and by rolling our burden 
upon Him. 

"OUR REFl:'GE." 

Bible readers will know this familiar word,-know how frequently 
it appears in the Old Testament; we may venture to call it a fcevourite 
word of the good men " who once were mourners here below." They 
thought much and felt very deeply on this subject, they formed lofty 
conceptions of God ; e.g., Moses, as he remembered the conflicts of the 
long wilderness journey, rejoiced in this great, grand and glorious fact, 
"Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations." To 
Moses it had been a waste, howling, trackless, inconvenient and trying 
pilgrimage, but God had been a refuge, a place of saiety to His tried 
servant. 

Refuge implies danger, trial, and exposure. Every pilgrim knows 
full well that dangers of many shapes stand on every hand, both seen 
a.nd unseen, within and without, and often we are in greater peril from 
.those within ; for this reason, the war of spirit and flesh, and the vile 
insinuations of the adversary, and the "seven worse spirits," are all 
within. Every abominable sin of every description lurks within. So 
says the Old Book. Without there may be exposure to accidents of 
various kinds, yet I feel that I need a greater refuge from the conflicts, 
wars and tumult within. Yes, dear friend, yon and I experience from 
time to time that we are pursued by " the avenger ; " daily worries, 
"manifold temptations,'' "thorns in the flesh," "messengers of Satan 
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to buffet m,, ·• and many gathering storm-clouds, which grow darker 
until they threaten destruction ; then we are compelled, out of 
profound helplessness, to cry," Lead me to the Rock that is higher-than 
I." What an infinite mercy to know amidst all trial, tribulation au di 
danger, that " the Eternal God is our refuge." How safe I For a· 
refuge is a place of safety-a hiding-place. Do not forget that, " The· 
Name of the Lord is a tower into which the righteous run and is safe."· 

" He that hath ma.de His refuge God, 
Sha.11 find a. most secure a.bode ; 
Shall walk all da.y beneath His she.de, 
And there a.t night shall rest his head." 

Thus our Refuge is an impregnable, acc€ssible and delightful place of 
retreat-J eho,ah. 

" OUR STRENGTH." 

Not only are we graciously protected from storms and assaults of 
foes, but Jehovah is our strength. Here I would impress upon our 
minds that, while we are weak and insufficient to go forth of ourselves, 
let us remember that God is our all-sufficient• strength. That great 
strength of God is perfected in our weakness, as well as in the case of 
Paul. While we have the great privilege of waiting at the throne, do 
not forget the object of waiting-it is to have our strength renewed. 
Again . we are led to put our trust in God, and for this reason : He is 
our everlasting strength. In the greatest times of weakness, when.heart. 
and flesh fail, " God is the strength of my life." In His strength we· 
are unconquerable. No foe can overcome, no power can move, no enemy 
can pluck us out of His hand. Strengthened with God's mighty power,. 
we can triumph over " principalities, powers, and all evil spirits.'~ 
Strong in the Lord, we are made" more than conquerors." So that. 
like the apostle we can boldly say," I can do all things through Christ~ 
who strengthens me." In His strength we can" put to flight the army 
of the aliens." Finally, forget not, ye tried ones, that, "The joy of the
Lord is your strength." 

"OUR HELP." 

Rweet thought ! God is not only our refuge and strength, but our 
help as well. He is ever near, so that help is close at hand. His throne
is at all times accessible; God is always within call. "The righteous. 
cry and the Lord hears." His arm is powerful, so that He can lift us. 
out of the pit, out of trouble, sorrow and adversity. 

Our Help is full of sympathy. He compassionates. He knows om
sorrows, our poverty, and our weakness. His Name is love, and many 
of His dear children prove from time to time that " His lovingkfudness
is better than life.'' He is a faithful help. He does not only pity, but 
He helps His tried ones. Help them He will, because of the many 
promises He has given to do so. " God is faithful.'' Such the testimony 
of " Paul the aged," and such the testimony of very many of our brethren, 
whom we know and love in the Gospel. It is real help God bestows. 
Such help that delivers, consoles, and greatly comforts His family in theit· 
afflictions and tribulations. It is a present help. Many of our friends 
promise to assist us at some future date : but God's help is present-it is
NOW. May both reader and writer prove these blessed truths through 
the year which will be with us when this short paper shall be in your 
hands. May we go forth singing :-
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" When sin and hell unite, 
He makes my soul His care ; 

Instructs me to the heav'nly fight, 
And guards me through the war. 

" A Friend and Helper so divine, 
Doth my weak courage raise : 

He ma1rns the glorious vict'ry mine, 
And His shall be the praise." 

THE LORD WILL PROVIDE. 
BY R. E. SEARS. 

"Verily thou shalt be fed."-Psa. xxxvii. 3. 

17 

THERE is a sweet and heavenly ring in that word" Verily." It was 
a favourite word with Christ. Again, and again we hear Hirn 

saying, "Verily, verily, I say unto you," It is a word to allay our 
fears, and inspire us with confidence. " Verily thou shalt be fed." 
Certainly; most surely-" Verily thou shalt be fed." Difficulties vanish, 
impossibilities fade away before this divine " Verily." We have nothing 
to do with how, and where ; it is enough for faith to know that He who 
rules the universe has said, "Verily thou shalt be fed." 

" In some way or other the Lord will provide : 
It may not be my way, it may not be thy way:~ 
And yet in His own way' the Lord will provide.'" 

God feeds the fowls of the air and the beasts of the field ; and, child 
of God, surely thou shalt be fed. " Trust in the Lord, and do good," 
and the Lord will provide. 

The Lord is not unmindful of His people's wants, and His love is 
our pledge that they will all be supplied. "Your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things.'' 

Thou shalt be fed SPIRITUALLY. God only can satisfy the wants of 
the soul ; but He can fill it with rest and joy. 

We might read the promise, " Verily thou shalt be shepherded : " 
thou shalt be watched over, and fed by the Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls. " The Lord is my Shepherd, 1 shall not want." He who can 
make the grass grow will not permit His sheep to starve. 

God feeds His people on His Word. Jesus is the Bread of Life, and 
while He lives there is no fear of a spiritual famine. We shall be fed on 
the best provision, and fed in plenty. Covenant love, sure redemption, 
and free grace, are the mountains of Israel where the Lord's sheep find 
" fat pasture.'' 

Thou shalt be fed ministerially. Those who trust in the Lord, and 
do good, generally enjoy the Word. Doing good sharpens the appetite. 
Hard work is good sauce. Those who trust in the Lord will not come 
to an empty table. 

Thou shalt be fed TEMPORALLY, "Bread shall be given, and water 
shall be sure." Our God is the God of Providence. For forty years the 
Israelites were fed with manna. Neve~ once did it fail.. T~s _Go~ is 
our God, and therefore we record our faith, "The Lord UJ'tll p1 ovule. 

Elijah was fed by ravens. Om God is never at a l?ss for means. 
Ravens, far more likely to rob than give, were the chosen mstr~m1en~s to 

:bring the prophet his morning and evening meal. In the cawmg of the 
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rnYens. Elijah hca.rd the music of the promise, "Verily thou shalt be 
fod." 

The brook, aftet· a while dried up, but the promise did not fail. 
When one door is r,hut the Lord can open another. '' I have coiu
mandro a widow woman to sustain thee." In sustaining the prophet 
i,;he snetained herself ! Her extremity was God's oppo1tunity I The 
hungry prophet was sent to write upon the wasted meal barrel, "Verily 
thou shalt be fed." 

Another widow was in trouble ; she was poor, and the creditor was 
harn. and unfeeling, for he threatened her with the loss of her two sons. 
8he made known her sad case to Elisha, and God, by His servant, 
relieved her in a remarkable way. The flowing of the oil into the 
borrowed vessels, '' not a few," reiterated again, and again, the senti
ment of our promise," T'erily thou shalt be fed." 

Thou shalt be fed ETERNALLY. "For the Lamb which is iu the 
midst of the throne shall feed them, and lead them unto living fountains 
of water." Those who follow ,Jesus here, will follow Him there. If now 
we sit at the table of His grace, we shall also sit at the table of His 
glory. Believers may change their place, but not their company. Com
panions in tribulation will be companions in glory. In the "living 
fountains of water" we shall find variety, and perpetual freshness. The 
mind will be feasted with the various forms of eternal truth ; the eye 
will be delighted with beautiful objects, the ear with the sweetest 
music, and the mouth with the rarest dainties. 

" Despond then no longer ; the Lord will provide ; 
And this be the token-No word He hath spoken 
Was ever yet broken ; • the Lord will provide.' " 

"VERILY THOU SHALT BE FED," 

A FEW THOUGHTS ON UNLAWFUL MARRIAGE'S. 
BY A LITTLE ONE. 

THE abov_e subject has been on my mind, and I thought I would send 
a few Imes for E. V. & G. H. 

The Holy Ghost, speaking by Paul, says, " Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers ; for what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness ; and what communion hath light with darkness?" 
(2 Cor. vi. 14). When such is the case there cannot be real union. 

The Holy Ghost speaking by the prophet Amos, also says, " Can two 
walk together except they be agreed" (Amos iii. 3). And how can 
darkness and light agree ? How can death and life agree ? How can a 
believer and an unbeliever agree? In 1 Cor. vii. 39, the Holy Ghost 
sums up the matter in four short words, namely, 

"ONLY IN THE LORD." 
A believer with a believer, this is "in the Lord." But a believer with 
an unbeliever, this is contrary to God's Word and God's will, and if we 
walk contrary to God He tells us "He will walk contrary to us." 
Whatever we may do that is dishonouring to God must be injurious to 
us. A living person tied to a corpse would not succeed in making the 
corpse warm, but the corpse would make the living person cold. It has 
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always been the case in the past, that these mixed marriages bring pain, 
sorrow, confusion and regret. 

I knew a young woman who feared God, foolishly married a worldly 
man; although she had been cautioned not to do it, yet would have her own 
way. She bitterly regretted her wrong act, her life was miserable, she 
could but seldom attend the house of God, she grew cold and carele8s ; 
she is now a widow, her husband was drowned, it is feared he was the 
worse for drink. She believes to-day the Word of God is true. 

MARRY "ONLY IN THE LORD." 

If any who read these lines are thinking about getting married to 
some worldly person, let the above case be a warning to such and marry 
"only in the Lord." 

I have known some to make this plea, " There may be a secret work 
commenced in my friend's heart ; '' then wait till it is made manifest 
before you marry. Solomon was a great man and a good man, but 
worldly women turned him aside, for no one can serve God and mammon. 
I have never seen one case where the Christian lifts up the worldling, 
but have seen many cases where the worldling pulls the Christian down 
into coldness, carelessness, and unhappiness. 

Let us who profess to love the name of Jesus seek to depart from 
iniquity, and whatever we may do that is displeasing to God, is a leaning 
to iniquity, not departing from it. We can best show our love to God 
by obedience to Him, by malting His Word the rule of our conduct ; we 
had better suffer than sin. And then we are not our own. We are to 
glorify Him· in our bodies and in our spirits, which are His, and we cannot 
do this when we act contrary to His holy name. 

I am sorry to say I have known many who have quite ignored and 
slighted the Word of God in contracting marriages with persons who did 
not fear God, and who did not even profess to. 

Dear reader, sister or brother, beware of slighting und ignoring, and 
acting contrary to His holy name. 

[We think our correspondent has very clearly set forth the matter concerning 
unla.wful e.nd unequal me.rrie.ges. If Scriptural admonitions are disobeyed there 
will be no he.ppiness.-J. W. B.] 

FUTURITY WISELY HIDDEN. 
BY E. WHITE, OF "ENON," WooLWICH. 

"Whereas ye know not what may be on the morrow."-James iv. U. 

IN stepping over the threshold of another year, we pause and ask, What 
will it bring forth ? What joys or sorrows are in store for us ? Wh at 

plans shall we form for this year ? What lessons have we learned in the 
past ? What duties have we neglected in the position we occupy ? What 
shall be our aim this year ? Shall it be like those in the context, to buy, 
sell, and get gain? Or shall we be found seeking those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God the Father ? 

I. We have a graci011s arrnn_qement.-The future is all unknown to 
us. If we could lift the veil we should enter upon the year with greater 
fear and anxiety; many would say, "Let me die at once, I cannot go 
through that." 
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This must ha'\"'e added to om Saviour's grief, He foreknew every step 
from Bet,hlehem to Calvary, all He would endure from men and devils, 
the baptism of suffering tln·ough which He must go to redeem His Church, 
eYery pang that would rend His tender, sensitive heart. Our heavenly 
Father has mercifully spared us this, He has so ordered we shall live by 
t.he day. In guidance, strength, provision, He deals with us daily, He 
has taught us to pray, " Give us this day our daily bread." " As thy day 
so shall thy strength be." "Lo, I am with you all the days." It is 
when we look too far ahead our trouble begins. " Sufficient for the day is 
the eYil thereof." 

" Day by day the manna fell, 
Oh to learn this lesson well."· 

Let us learn a lesson of fuller confidence in our God from this fact, 
He holds the reins of government. We may leave it all with Him, know
ing that though the morrow is hidden from us, eternity is with Him, for 
eYer is His time, He is working out His gracious plans every day. They 
are all con,erg-ing to one end, His glory, our present and eternal good. 

II. A check to presuinption.-When we plan what we will do without 
taking God into account. Such were they of whom the apostle wrote, 
they would go into a certain place, there abide so long a time, engage in 
such pursuits; they were sure also of success in their enterprises, but God 
was not in all their thoughts. They ignored the fact that He held their 
breath in His hand,;. He controls all events, He alone could bless or thwart 
their projects; for that ye ought to say, "If the Lord will, we shall live, 
and do this or that." He can, by a series of events which they cannot 
control, strip the affluent of their possessions; He can raise the indigeot 
from poverty to plenty; can overturn the best laid plans of men; turn the 
wisdom of the wise into foolishness. No purpose can succeed well and 
permanently without God's blessing is sought. He bath said, "Those who 
honour Me I will honour, and those who despise Me shall be lightly 
esteemed." 

He who blasphemously said," I propose and also dispose," soon found 
himself a lonely captive on the Isle of St. Helena, no longer the mighty 
Napoleon, but the abject prisoner stripped of all his military power and 
grandeur. 

Let us each enter upon this year with humility, seeking help and 
guidance on every step we take, undertaking no enterprise without first 
committing our way unto the Lord. Watch the leadings of His hand, 
wait for the cloud, then go forward without · fear ; under the divine 
guidance we shall find safety. "His paths will drop fatness." Though 
earthly prosperity may not always attend us, heavenly blei,sing will rest 
upon us. This is most important. 

III. A stimulus to service.-Our time is short, we know not how soon 
our day of service for our Lord may close. " The night soon cometh 
when no man can work.'' "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might, for there is no work, or device, or knowledge in the grave 
whither thou goest." 

The writer has several times, in visiting the sick and dying-, met with 
those of the Lord's called and redeemed ones, who have deeply regretted 
they did not follow their Lord in baptism while they had the opportunity. 
If this should meet the eye of any of the Lord's disobedient children, I 
hope it may influence them to obey His loving command at once, that 
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they may not have cause to regret in a dying hour their lack of loyal 
obedience to Him, and how soon you may be brought there we cannot tell. 

There are fields of service in which some of the Lord's servants ought 
to be engaged. They have been thinking about it a long time, but there 
it still rests. It has not been put into practice yet, but seeing that time 
is so brief and your day of opportunity may so soon close, is it not time, 
dear friend, you were up and doing ? The Lord's cause needs you, 
enemies are rife; the ranks are daily thinning by death; step into the 
breach, stand shoulder to shoulder with those who are fighting the Lord's 
battles, who are seeking to maintain His cause and disseminate His truth. 

This is a voice to all who are now actively engaged in the Lord"s 
service; our day will soon close. To some of us there will be but few to
morrows, we have reached the noon, the sunset glow is already upon some 
of us, the shadows of the evening are lengthening; the land of far 
distances is drawing nearer, soon shall we exchange the sword and shield 
for the palm of victory and the harp well-tuned. Lord, keep us faithful, 
diligent, patient, persevering unto the end. 

A QUIET HABITATION. 
Isa. xxxiii. 20. 

BY PASTOR A. E. REALFF. • 
THIS world is like a surging sea ; it is a scene more or less of agitation, 

restlessness, turmoil, feverish anxiety. The race for wealth, the 
eager desire for honour and power, "the cares of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches," have a tendency to keep the minds of men in a 
state of continual ferment, and operate against calmness and composure 
of spirit. Dear readers, do you not find it so ? " These things," said 
the Saviour to His chosen disciples, "I have spoken unto you, that in 
Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation : but 
be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." Do these words steal 
into your hearts with a sweet savour, and are they accompanied with any 
soul-melting influence ? " Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto 
you : not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid." 

Christ's Zion-the Church-is to be" a quiet habitation." Here all 
is peace, or should be so. " Therefore being justified by faith we have 
peace with God (R.V.-let us have peace) through our Lorn. Jesus 
Christ." Inward peace is our privilege, yea, even under tribulations 
(Rom. v. 1-5)-heart-pcace. Even with the wicked of this world, and 
with our enemies, we have no qua1Tel. Our warfare is not against men, 
but against evil principles and against Satan ; " for we wrestle not 
.against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against wicked spirits in 
heavenly places" (Eph. vi. 12, marg.). How ~ad when the workings 
of pride, and other carnal feelings, are allowed to disturb ( and perhaps, 
for the time, break up) that peace! This may be the ?ase even with 
truly gracious people, but it is never their grace that does 1t. 

Blessed Jesus! "He is our peace, who bath made both one, and 
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us, having
abolished in His flesh the enmity." Therefore it is said that we are to 
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" follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which uo man shall 
~ee the Lord." And what a change has this soYereign bestowment of 
DiYinc grace already made in the hearts of those who are its happy 
subjects! And so we are taught in the sacred Word" to speak evil of 
no man, to be no brawlet'S, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all 
men. For we ourseh·es also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, ser,ing divers lusts and pleasures, lhTiug in malice and envy, 
hateful, and hating one another" (Tit. iii. 2, 3). 

" Thine eyes .~ha7l see Jerusalem a quwt habitation." What sweet 
quiet and restfulness ha,e we sometimes found in the house of God, in 
the prayer-meeting, and in any service for God or His people ! " In 
quietnes.5 and confidence shall be your ·strength." "Ask for the old 
paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest 
unto vour souls." 

The words might be rendered "a sheepfold," and this is just what 
the Church of Christ is, and He is the " Good Shepherd." He leads His 
people in green pastures and beside still waters. " Be still, and know 
that I am God." "Your strength is to sit still." "Stand still and see 
the sah-ation of the Lord." "Be careful (anxious) for nothing, .but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus." 

Literal Zion was often anything but "a quiet habitation." And 
even the children of spiritual Jerusalem need to be reminded that here 
they are to expect changes, because this world is not their rest ; that is 
to say, they are not to expect perfect and continuous rest while in this 
world. Do not you find that as soon as ever you get a little comfortable 
in your circumstances, and more free from trouble than you h~ve been, 
you try to make your nest here ? Therefore it is that the Lord sees it 
necessary to allow some otter affliction to invade your peace, that you 
may seek rest and comfort in Him alone. It will not do for the Lord's 
children to grow too contented with this order· of things, or for their 
affections to be allowed to entwine themselves around creatures and 
things. " Arise, depart ye ; this is not your rest ; it is polluted ; it will 
destroy you with a sore destruction." Therefore it is said concerning the 
ancient worthies that they declared plainly that they sought a country, 
"for here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come." 0 
tha~ we may enjoy much of that blessed peace which the Lord gives, and 
which is the heritage of His chosen ! 

BAPTISTS-WHAT ABOUT THEM? 
Serial Papers on Baptist Hist,ry, Principles, Pi·actices, Olnwches, 

and Men.-XVII. 
BY SAMUEL BANKS. 

BAPTIST PRINCIPLES AND PBACTICES.-(Conti,nmid). 

As to the superstitious dogma.-the spiritual .delusion-called '' BAPTISMAL 
REGENERATION I " Baptists have ever borne, and continue to bear, special witness 
against it. 

Both the Roman Catholic and the English Church, as well as some others, 
teach that by baptism the soul is regenerated-saved I In case any one chari
tably thinks the Church of England better than her creed, I quote some fairly 
recent, authoritative and representative utterances thereupon:-
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(a) In a pastors.I letter to his clergy, in the York diocesa.n magazine. Arch
bishop Maclagan said:-" In the regeneration of holy baptism there is vouch
sa.fed to us the true beginning oi a. new spiritua.l life." . . , "In the case of 
ba.ptism, the gift of a. new life and the imparting of spiritual power, as well as 
the remission of sin, which make up together the process of regeneration, may 
well be bestowed a.s a. free gift of gra.ce upon an unconscio1ts infant, and received 
by the child to its soul's health and salvation." 

What can be plainer tha.n tha.t? 
(b) Hear the grea.t Anglican, or Ritnalistic pa.rty, through their recognised 

organ, The Oh1trch Times, November 27th, 1896 :-" In ba.ptism we are made 
members of Christ, citizens of His kingdom; therefore in ba.ptism we arc 
'Christ-emid.'" · 

On the other side-
(c) Hear the Broad Church pa.rty, through Rev. Mr. Craufurd, one of their 

clergy, in a. work published by him on'' Christia.n Instincts and Modern Doubt." 
Spea.king·of baptisms.I regenera.tion, he styles it ·• a ludicrous fiction, than which 
it would be difficult to find a.nything more pa.lpably a.bsurd in all the various 
superstitions of Paganism." 

How, I ask, ca.n Mr. Craufurd, and like-minded Broad Churchmen, stay 
within the pale of a Church which holds this doctrine as one of essential first 
principle? 

(d) Next take the Low Church view of the matter. In a work entitled" Four 
Foundation Truths: A Message to Churchmen of To-day," published by Elliot 
Stock towards the end of 1895, and written by four evangelical clergymen-Revs. 
Walter Abbott, A. E. Barnes-Lawrence, Canon Girdlestone, and Eardley-Wilmot 
-it is stated:-" Were we only Christian men, taking our stand on the Bible, 
our answer [ to the doctrine of baptismal regeneration] would be immediate. We 
should say,• If that be the Prayer-book view, so much the worse for the Prayer
book, for it is a.false and unscript11ral·view.'" 

Most assuredly regeneration by baptism rs the Prayer-book view-the view of 
the same Prayer-book whose sixth article teaches that the Bible contains all things 
necessary for belief and salvation ; yet baptismal regeneration is not in the 
Bible, but depends entirely upon tradition for support-a sandy foundation 
indeed I 

Lord Robert Brook was no friend to Ba.ptists. In 1645 he published a, 
treatise on" Episcopacy." Speaking therein of the Baptists denying baptism to 
their children, he said:-" I conceive. to those who hold we may go no farther 
than Scripture for doctrine or discipline, it may be very easy to err in this point, 
as Scripture seems not to have determined this matter. In baptism, all the designa
tion of persons fit to be partakers is only such as belie'l-'e; for this is the qualifica
tion which, with exactest search, I find the Scripture requires in persons to be 
baptized. . • . How infants can properly be said to believe I know not." 

The Baptist belief is :-
1. That baptism, either in or with water, effects no change whatever in the 

soul of the baptized one. 
2. That no unconverted person-no unregenerate person-no unbelieving, no 

irresponsible one ought to be baptized, any such baptism being a vain ceremony, 
and worse! 

3. That repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jssus Christ having 
been secretly wrought in the soul by the gTace of the Holy Spirit, baptism in 
water should immediately follow, in obedience to Scriptural example and pattern 
and in accordance with divine command, as a public confession and witness in 
symbol, also as the appointed ceremonial entrance into the privileges and fellow
ship of the communion of saints. 

Orpington, December, 18\17, 

THE LATE MR. R. A. HUXHAl\I. 

A NOTE from Mr. S. K. Bland says:-" Dec. 16th, 1897. Mr. R. A. Huxham died 
at Stowmarket. Formerly of Chelmsford, Re.ttlesden, Aldringham," &c. More 
next month (o.v.). 
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THE LATE MR. JAMES FREDERICK APPLEGATE. 
B, EBENEZER MARSH, OF STRATFORD . 

.. And Enoch walked with God; and he was not; for God took him."-Gen. v. 24. 
JAJIIES FREDERICK APPLEGATE, 

whose portrait we have just looked upon is no more. Truly, "he walked with 
God," and now he is for ever with his Lord at home. The readers of the 
E. V. & G. H. have already had a brief account of the funeral services on 
November 18th (see page 373, December, 1897), but a few particulars of one so 
widely known and well beloved among his "own company" we know will be 
welcome . 

0Ul' dear brother was 
BOR~ AT WESTBURY, NEAR TROWBRIDGE, 

on January 29th, 1822, of godly parents. He was one vf eight children, and it 
was the joy of his heart to know that his six dear sisters and only brother were 
numbered with the redeemed of the Lord, and " followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises." 

Lovers of truth, those godly parents, like Abraham and Sarah, commanded 
"their children, and household after them," and our dear brother, with the rest, 
was taken from infancy to the house of God to hear that faithful preacher of the 
Gospel, 

JOHN WARBURTON. 

Many a Lord's-day morning the little lad toddled along at his father's side to the 
place which, in after years, was to be so sacred to him as the spot where 

.. Hi~ best. friends and kindred dwelt ; 
Where Go:l his Saviour reigned," 

although not the sphere of his own active service in the cause of Christ. 
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Of his call by grace but little is known; but that he was so called, evidence is 
abundant in his life history. He could tell of what mighty change grace works 
within, of the sorrow for sin, and godly repentance unto life ; of the preciousness 
of that Savfour whom grace gave him to claim as his own, and of the joys of 
salvation by which his wounded heart became healed, and his soul fired in the 
service of his Lord, whom he publicly confessed in believer's baptism on 
Christmas Day, 1847, the late Mr. McKenzie baptizing him at Liverpool. He 
was married at the age of twenty years, but after only twelve months of happy 
fellowship his godly companion was taken from him, leaving him, with one child, 
to mourn her loss. 

Toward the close of the year 1848, or beginning of 1849, our brother came to 
London, and after six years of lonely travelling, the Lord found for him a true 
helpmeet in the person of Charlotte Bowers, who was at that time a member of 
the Church at Soho, being baptized by the late beloved George Coombe. Their 
marriage took place at Stepney on September 15th, 1843,. For thirty-three 
years they walked together in the fear of the Lord, and on April 20th, 1882, the 
gracious Giver claimed His own possession, and called His loved one home to her 
eternal rest. This was a heavy stroke to our dear brother, but many of the 
readers of this magazine, and especially those of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Society, know what a true comforter was his only daughter, who now became his 
housekeeper, while his godly sons (for God has indeed blessed the seed of the 
righteous) loved and cared well for the bereaved father. 

On coming to London our brother made his home at " Zoar," Great Alie
street, for several years, It was, however, at 

ARTILLERY-STREET 

he was chosen of God to active service as a worthy deacon and secretary of the 
Church. It was in the year 1861 he cast in his lot with the Lord's people here, 
and it was truly his home until the pastor (M1·, Blake) gave notice that "The 
old-fashioned style of preaching emptied the pews," and that in future he should 
"preach the Gospel in a new dress." Thank God our brother was one of those 
who neither wanted a new cart for the old ark, or a new dress for the old Gospel. 
The glorious Gospel of the blessed God was his meat and drink indeed, and the 
doctrines of free and sovereign grace to him needed nothing added to or taken 
from. The new dress drove him from his loved home, and for some time he was 
out of the fellowship of the Church, attending principally the ministry of the late 
Mr, Franks, at Bloomsbury Chapel. In the yee.r 1883 his beloved daughter-in
law, Mrs. F. Applegate, told him that her pastor, the late J. Hazelton, once said, 
"The Lord, like a gardener, never puts his choice plants in the road, or pathway, 
but plants them in the garden." Unsettled, and unhappy in his mind, hankering 
after his old home, now that Mr. Blake was removed, these words came to his 
soul as a message from God, and he decided to re-enter the Church at Artillery
street. He did so, and was shortly afterwards called to the office of deacon, and 
filled his office " well" until his Lord called him home. When this Church 
became united with the friends worshipping at Commercial-street none took 
more interest in it than our dear brother. Many and earnest were his prayers 
that the truth he loved might long be maintained and blessed of God within 
those walls. 

His work, however, was drawing to a close, and for some few month. past his 
friends noticed he failed in strength, while it was often remarked at the prayer
meetings, " that his prayers seemed nearly all praises, and they feared they would 
not have him much longer with them," None, however, thought how near it 
was. In his Father's house on earth one Lord's-day-the next he spends with his 
Lord at home, 

On Tuesday, November 9th, the writer was preaching at Commercial-street in 
the afternoon, and our brother was there. The Word was much blessed to him, 
and he seemed very full as he chatted with us at the tea-table, Towards the 
close of the evening service he was taken unwell, and had to bo conveyed homo 
in a cab. The doctor was called in the next morning, who said he must be kept 
very quiet, and have no visitors. Nothing serious was anticipated until between 
five and six o'olock on Friday, when there was an evident change. A letter was 
read to him from Mr. Hazelton which he much enjoyed, remarking, at the close, 
"Ah I the dear fellow, he was always so kind to me." fbout fou_r o'clock _ho 
said, "If the Lord should raise me up again I shall be obhged to resign my otlicc 
of deacon." At six o'clock, thinking it was later, he said to his daughter, ·• If 
you think all arrangements are made for the night don't you think you had better 
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get the Book." She did so, asking him what he would like her to read; to which 
he replied, "Rea.d the 8th cha.pter of Romans." As his dear child read, ho 
would fill in from memory verse by verse, and evidently enjoyed once more the 
chapter he was wont to call '' my own." Just after the reading his daughter 
said," Father, dear, you are very ill." He said," I know I am," His daughter 
then remarked,•• The Lord can do all things," repeating also the words," Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." He smiled sweetly, and said, 
" Ah ! blessed be God, He never changes," addihg, " Whom have I in heaven but 
Thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee." At eight o'clock 
his dear pastor (Mr. Othen) came to see him. Taking his hand he said," Th.ere 
is, therefore, now no condemnation," the dear saint added the rest of the text, and 
gradually "fell on sleep," for, au hour after this he was" Absent from the body, 
and present with the Lord," passing away without even, apparently, a sigh, · 

"Fea,rless he entered Jordan's flood; 
At peace with heM·en he closed his eyes ; 

His only trust was Jesus' blood, 
In sure and certain hope to rise." 

The Church where he so faithfully laboured have suffered a heavy loss, while 
every minister of the Gospel who knew him will readily acknowledge they have 
lost a true and sympathetic brother. Many of God's servants have sat at his 
board, and slept under his roof, counting it a privilege to spend a few hours with 
"dear old friend Applegate." The mortal remains lay in the family grave at 
Tower Hamlets Cemetery. · 

Being dead he yet speaketh, and a few words from himself will be the best 
close to this already rather lengthy account. 

On September 16th, writing to our beloved brother Broome (so long the faithful 
pastor at Fressingfield, Suffolk), he said, "Blessed be my covenant God and 
Father, the foundation He has laid in Zion ever. abides, and so it will do in 
opposition to all that hell and sin can do ; for, blessed be God, there is a • deep 
that coucheth beneath,' which the devil can never fathQm. I often feel like the 
Church of old, when she in surprise exclaimed, 'Lo, this is our God; we have 
waited for Him, and He will save us,' &c. And you, dear brother, know what it 
is to be overwhelmed at the goodness and mercy of our beloved Lord, when 
favoured to drink a little at the streams of eternal love and faithfulness. How it 
makes the heart leap for joy, and, with the Church, to exclaim, ' Or ever I 
was aware my soul made me like the chariots of Amminadib.' What a inercy 
we have a God in Christ Jesus our Brother; who is ever at hand, and 'knoweth 
how to succour in all our perplexities, and has given us so many blessed ' fear 
nots' to cheer us on our homeward journey, and, when the time arises, will come 
and fetch us home, and so shall we be with our beloved Lord for ever, eternally 
shut in ; no more tempting devil to perplex, nor sin to annoy; and so we will 
say, with dear old Job,' All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my 
change come.' Flesh and blood cannot enter the kingdom. What will it be to 
~~? . 

"' My soul anticipates the day, 
Would stretch her wings and soar a.way.' 

• Oh I ' says my dea.r Lord, ' come with me from Lebanon,' and so our soul 
goes forth by faith in the footsteps of the flock of slaughter, following the dear 
Lord by the guiding hand of the Holy Ghost in .the pathway of regenera.tion, 'in 
hope ef eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began.' 
Such eternal truths ought to cheer our w~ary spirits, and banish all darkness, and 
make us joyful in the house of our God. Well, blessed be God, we get a few peeps 
by faith, and that cheers us on the road; and when we get over the border, and 
enter into the land, we shall bid farewell to faith and hope, but love will ever 
rem.a.in.'' 

The Lord raise up for Zion many such stewards as James Frederick Applegate. 

THE LATE MR. WILLIAM BARNES. 
SuppU.ed BY S. K. BLAND. 

THE venerable and venerated minister of Walsham-le-Willows, Suffolk, fell asleep 
in Jesus on Lord's-day, November 28th, having lived through ninety-two harvest 
seasons, and is now, we are assured, himself harvested in the heavenly garner. 

In his younger days he dwelt and kept school in Colchester, and frequently 
preached in Eld-lane Chapel, then under the pastoral care of Cyprian Rust. 

Before the year 1850 he had become the pastor of the Church at Clare, and in 
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July, 1855, ha.d removed to Walsham-le-Willows, 11,nd had taken the oversight of 
the Ohurch in that village, retaining that position with industry, faithfulness, and 
loving zeal for nearly nineteen years, when, on account of failing hea.lth, he 
retired, but frequently preached to his still a.ttached people. Mr. Barnes was 
never one to often visit our other Churches, but he preached at two of the 
Association gatherings, in 1867 and •1869, both of these sermons being still 
remembered as full of Gospel sa.vour. 

"His ministry," says e. valued deacon," was truly apostolic in spirit, bearing 
out the apostle's assertion, 'We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, 
and ourselves your servants, for Jesus' sake,' and, he adds, It was my privilege 
to visit him many times during his long weakness and dying illness, and have 
very seldom been without hearing something worth remembering. Some three 
or four months ago he sa.id he had three. pillows on which he rested-viz., the 
Power of God, which is omnipotent; the Wisdom of God, which is infinite ; and 
the Grace of God, which is almighty a.nd all-sufficient; and the next time he 
had found yet .another-the Faithfulness of God, which will never fail. The 
last distinct utterance in my presence was, 'The Lord God Omnipotent 
reigneth.'" 

His most excellent wife, who had long ministered to him with loving care, 
writes: "When first la.id a.side by paralysis, nearly three years ago, he felt it 
keenly, and would sometimes ask, 'Is life worth living? ' Then, with emphasis, 
would answer, 'Yes, to fulfil the will of God.' And this was the spirit with 
which he bore his long, weary waiting. The hope of the Lord's second coming 
was often with him, and he would say, 'Oh, that the Lord would come and take 
us altogether? ' The revelation concerning the ministry of angels was a great 
help to him in his feeblenes2. He would often say, concerning any difficulty in 
moving (and that was often great), 'God can send an angel to help us;' and we 
often believed He had done so, according to His word, for 'Are they not all 
ministering spirits? ' As in hea.lth, so in weakness, Chruit and His work was the 
centre of his thoughts. The last verified expression of his faith, dictated to me, 
was this:-

.. · In life's great battle-field, 
Be Christ my strength and shield, 
And His atoning blood the key, 
That opens heaven for me.' 

"During the last .few weeks he suffered greatly in various ways; the poor 
feeble mind was clouded, and brought darkness on the spirit. An aged friend 
visiting him remarked that it was' the darkness of incapacity.' This expression 
was a great comfort to him. For the last fortnight he was mostly lost to outward 
things, but gleams of light occasionally broke through, and a text of Scriptere 
would escape his lips, such as, ' I am He that liveth and was dead, and behold, 
I am a.live for evermore! ' and 'There is, therefore, no condemnation to them 
that a.re in Christ Jesus; ' 'Blessed be God,' &c. On the Saturday morning he 
exclaimed, ' Shorten it, Lord, and take me home.' In the afternoon he became 
unconscious-as far as we could tell,-a.nd on Lord's-day afternoon gently fell 
asleep like a wearied child on his mother's bosom, and has now passed into the 
sunshine out of the reach of the fog and mists." 

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

" HEAVEN, AN ENQUIBY," BY 
JOHN HUNT COOKE. 

A REMONSTRANCE, 
To tlie Editor of tlie " Eartlier,, Vessel." 

DEAB SIB,-I judge from interna.1 
evidence, that your recent. Review of 
the above did not emanate from your 
own pen; and as it has caused me great 
disquietude, I crave permission to m .. ke 
a few remarks upon it. Mr. Oooke is 
widely known in the Baptist Denomina
tion as a cultured me.n of an exoellent 
spirit, When· in the ministry he won 

the highest respect; and his literary 
productions evince considerable learn
ing and ability. Few have done more 
to repel the onslaughts of the " Higher 
Criticism " and to defend evangelical 
truth against its many enemies. Both 
in his personal intercourse and his 
attitude and action as the Editor of the 
F1·eeman, he has invariably treated our 
Section of the Denomination with the 
greatest courtesy and kindness, and any 
reference to him in the pages of this 
Journal should, therefore, to say the 
least, be gentlemanly and respectful. 
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For these reasons, I we.s distressed at 
the tone of the Review in question. 
Had Mr. Cooke opposed our distinctive 
principles or attacked the character e.nd 
conduct of those who maintain them, a 
vigorous rejoinder would not have been 
inept. In the book under notice, how
ever, be discusses debatable topics on 
which the right to dh·ersity of opinion 
is universally conceded. An almost in
sulting notice of his last work was, there
fore, very unwarrantable. And not 
this only. The ignorance manifested by 
our critic is. to quote his own words, 
•· wondrously strange," in one who 
presumes to lead others to form a 
correct opinion of a most thoughtful 
religious book. Mr. Cooke, it seems, 
holds the neither novel nor strange idea, 
that the soul of a saint will immediately 
after death be invested with an ethereal 
body suited to the altered condition of 
its existence during the intermediate 
period which precedes the Resurrection. 
In such bodies, it has been conceived, 
Moses and Elias appeared on •• The 
Holy Mount," and reference has been 
supposed to be made to the subject in 
2 Cor. v. 1, 2, where "our house 
(oiketerion) which is from heaven" 
has been thought to be contrasted with 
the "house" (oikia) of ver. 1, which 
is" eternal in the heavens." To this 
passage, your critic should have referred, 
had he desired to discuss the subject, 
but he ignores it, and wastes space by 
commenting on 1 Cor. xv. 42-44, which 
is wholly irrelevant to the question. 
Again, Mr. Cooke's interpretation of 
Rev. iv. and v. perhaps unwisely 
literalises what it were better to leave 
in its simple va.gueness of sublime 
symbolism, but your critic's irreverent 
joke about the "living creatures," and 
his charge of " sacerdotalism combined 
with sickly sentimentalism " outrage 
every propriety of religious journalism. 
Sacerdotalism is the doctrine that an 
ordaiped minister has authority and 
power on earth to exercise the functions 
of a priest. This is ,wt taught in the 
passage quoted. Sentimentalism again, 
in this sense, means the affectation of 
fine feeling, and it is surely crass rude
ness to charge a writer of repute with 
affecting to feel deeply on the subject of 
prayer, because his views on a passage 
of Scripture do not coincide with one's 
own. Further, Mr. Cooke has hazarded 
the statement that angels "are never 
spoken of as 1,oving." To this our critic 
very properly demurs and resorts to 
argument to substantiate his own 
opinion. Angels are (he says) more.I 
beings and consequently under mor~l 
law which binds them to love their 

Creator. This, therefm·e, they do. I do 
not deny his conclusion, but I should 
be sorry to stake my faith on the logic 
which leads to it. Again, love is " of 
the essence of holiness" ( whatever this 
me.y mean). It is also the "root of 
obedience" and "the atmosphere of 
heaven." Observe, love is an essence, 11, 

root, and an atmosphtre. Mr. Cooke's 
assertion is consequently incorrect, Was 
ever reasoning so puerile? It would 
surely have sufficed for your critic to 
cite one plain text e.nd so to have settled 
the question for ever. He, however, 
instead of doing this misquotes and mis
applies Luke xv. 10, "There is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner that repenteth " - imply
ing tha.t what is done in a person's 
presence must necessarily be done by 
himself, He, thus, not only commits 
himself to an absurdity, but wholly 
misses the sublime thought which the 
words really express. Lastly, our critic 
has curious ideas of English composition 
and grammar. "The low state of the 
Church," he informs us," is the' cause' 
why the 'glories of the saints' inherit
ance after death demand a larger pro
portion of thought and utterance than 
they receive.'" So he writes; his mean
ing is of course very different. Again, 
he mentions a thing " by which a man 
is clothed." Surely he is clothed in his 
coa.t, not by it. Further, "To," the 
sign of the infinitive is not used after 
certain verbs, of which "make " is one. 
" To make ointment to send forth " is 
accordingly bad gramma.r. Lastly, " An 
idea of our Author " means the concep
tion of our Author's personality which 
someone who has not seen him forms 
in his mind. Our critic should have 
said, "another idea of our Author's,'' 
as is evident if we transpose his 
words, " a.nether of our Author's ideas." 
In a word, dear Sir, the whole thing 
not only manifests ignorance and in
competence, but outrages propriety. 
Witness the unwarrantable reference to 
the Baptist Magazine, the Editor of 
which has as much right to commend 
Mr. Cooke's book as your critic has to 
condemn it. The Review will certainly 
bring contempt on your genial Journal, 
the lack of asperity and the kindly tone 
of which are, in the opinion of so many, 
among its chief charms. I am no 
anonymous critic, but your good friend 
a.nd Christia.n brother, 

W. J'EYES STYLES, 
Elmscroft, Melrose-road. Southflelds, S.W. 

1'o the Editor 1,J tke " Ba1·tlten Veaa,l." 
DEAR SIR,-You have been good 

enough to submit to me the MS. of a 
letter from Mr. W. J. Styles remon-
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stro.ting against the review written by writes-"' There is,'" says the Apostle 
me of the book entitled, " Heaven: An Paul, "' a natural body, and there is a. 
Enquiry," which appeared in the Dec. spiritual body.'" He proceeds to 
issue of your me.gazine. As Mr. Styles identify the hody which, according to 
appears to he.ve been grieved with the bis view. the disembodied spirit receives 
review_ and te.kes quHe a different view at death with the spiritual body, o.nd 
of the book from the view expressed the resurrection body with the natural 
therein, I venture to recommend you t,o body of the text. He calls the resurrec
publish his letter in your next issue that tion body a mctterial and a natnral body. 
his view me.y be fairly presented to your It only needed to riuote the full passage 
readers, so that if any injustice be.s been 1 Cor. xv. 42-44 to refute this teaching, 
-done it may be remedied. May I at the which is exactly opposite to wbe.t Paul 
same time ask a little space for a few says. In verse 46 we read, "Howbeit 
remarks on Mr. Styles' "Remon- tbe.t was not first which is spiritual, 
strance." The review in question owes but the.t which is natural; a.nd after
its "tone" (one of the chief things to ward that which is spiritual." :N"o, in 
which Mr. Styles objects) to Mr. Cooke's effect, says Mr. Cooke, the soul will re
interprete.tion of Rev. v. 8, page 35 in ceive the spiritual body at death, and 
his book. This I rega.rd as being most afterward, at the resurrection, the 
pernicious in its tendency, and had it material, the natural body (he uses 
not been present the tone of the review both terms) will be restored. According 
would have been very different. I have to Mr. Styles it is irrelevant to show 
-quoted the whole passage in my review that a witness brought forward to 
in order that Mr. Cooke might speak for prove a proposition gives its testimony 
himself, and yourreaders be in e. position directly against it. Paul speaks of two 
·to form their own judgment thereon. bodies ; one natnra!, that in which we 
Mr. Cooke represents the elders as sub- are born, and which is laid down at 

-ordinate mediators, receiving the death; the other spiritual, which we 
prayers that ascend from earth and shall receive at the resurrection, while 
presenting them to the Lamb. Mr. there is a mysterious connection and 
Styles says that Mr. Cooke "discusses identity between them. which he illus
debatable topics on which the right to tra.tes by the figure of the sowing and 
diversity of opinions is universally con- springing up of grain. My aim was to 
-ceded." Is the doctrine, that "there show that 1 Cor. xv. H did not bear the 
is ONE Media.tor between God and man" testimony that Mr. Cooke endeavoured 
thus regarded by Mr. Styles? It would to wring from it, but the very reverse. 
,seem so, for he writes of Mr. Cooke's This is irrelevant. Mr. Styles also 
interpretation thus-He "perhaps" (the charges me with misquoting and mis
italics a.re his) "unwisely litera.lises applying Luke xv. 10. I did not quote, 
what it were better to leave in its simple but simply made an allusion to what is 
·vagueness of sublime symbolism." To generally believed to be taught in that 
multiply mediators is therefore, in his passage ta.ken with its connection.* 
opinion, no more than perhaps an un- Herein he says " I have committed my
wise litera.lising of the passage. Mr. self to an absurdity." I am in fairly 
·styles' sympathies apparently are with good company, as I cannot find in my 
culture, without respect to its teachings, small library a single author, who, 
while his stripes are reserved for errors treating of the passage, does not con
in composition and slips in grammar. sider that it teaches that the angels do 
I believe Mr. Styles' l\Ia.ster does not rejoice over one sinner that repenteth. 
agree with him in this. The reading of Among the authors I huve consulted a.re 
the passage under consideration caused Gill, Henry, Pool, D. Brown, Barnes, 
me intense sorrow, and created a. feeling Va.n Doren, Trapp, French. and Top
of dismay in my mind. Romanists can lady. These, and many others, have 
now cle.im Baptists as being on their therefore committed themselves to o.n 
side with respect to the mediation of absurdity, according to Mr. Styles. 
the glorified saints in heaven. While With respect to having •· wholly missed 
the writer has life e.nd strength he will the sublime thought·• which Luke xv. 
denounce such teachings wherever he 10 expresses, may I ask ::\Ir. Styles to 
finds them. Mr. Styles comments on suspend his judgment until he ~ows 
the irrelevance of my reference to 1 Cor. the view I take of that passage a little 
xv. 42-44, whereas I should, according more fully than he at present does. I 
to him, he.ve referred to 2 Cor. v. 1, 2. will only add that the review wa.s 
If he will refer to Mr. Cooke's book written without a, shade of personal 
·page 31, he will find that he cites i prejudice ago.inst. or ill-feeling towards, 
Cor. xv. 44, in proof of his position. He I the author of the book. 

THE WRITER OF THE REVIEW. 

• Mr. Cooke quotes Luke xv. 10, and ,ipplies it in the way thtit Mr. Styles regards ,i.s tt 
miso.pplico.tion o.nd an absurdity. P,ige 97. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE, 

WELCOME OF MR. F. FELLS TO 
MARTYRS' MEMOH.IA.L BAPTIST 
CHA.PEL, BECCLES,SUFFOLK. 

MEMORABLE services were held in the 
above bea.utifnl sanctuary, so long the 
~cene of the labours of Mr. George 
Wright, on Wednesday, Ootober 20th, 
1897, relative to the settlement of Mr. 
F. Fells a.s pastor of the Church. It was 
a. day of sunshine naturally and spiritu
ally; good congregations assembled, 
many coming from a distance to cheer 
us. Friends were present from Lax
field, F ressingfield. Claxton, Ha.les
worth, Lowestoft, Yarmouth, and other 
places. 

Pastor A. J. Ward. of Laxfield, pre
sided in the afternoon. Pastor T. L. 
Sapey, of Claxton, read Ephes. iv., and 
pastor G. W. Fairhurst engaged very 
sweetly in prayer. 

The chairman expressed the great 
plea.sure he felt in being present, and 
hoped the union formed that day would 
be a. la.sting one. He then called upon 
pastor D. Bennett, B.A.., of Lowestoft, 
to state the nature and constitution of a. 
Gospel Church. 

Our brother based his very able and 
lucid address upon Matt. xvi. 18. He 
pointed out the distinction between 
petra and petros-petra the rock, petros 
a. boulder or piece of rock. to make clear 
that Christ did not build His Church on 
Peter, but on the Rock itself, that Rock 
bein!!-' Christ. He showed the origin of 
the Church to be of God, and that its 
individual members were partakers of 
the divine nature. All the members of 
this one great Church of Christ 
throughout the world were in living 
and indissoluble union and communion 
with God. Christ loved the Church and 
gave Himself for it; ita composition 
was spiritual. not natural, national. or 
material. Ordinances were the standing 
ordera of the Church, and must not be 
revoked. Baptism by immersion and 
the Lord's Supper linked with a con
fession of faith. The Lord's table was 
for believera and baptism was the way 
Christ had ordained for the expression 
of faith. Upon this Strict Baptists built 
their distinctiveness as close commu
nionists. 

It now devolved upon the pastor-elect 
to declare the story of his conversion, 
call to the ministry and doctrinal belief, 
and, at the request of the chairman, he 
told out of a full heart to the satis
faction of all present what great things 
God had done for him. Many tea1s were 
shed at this juncture, and many hearts 
found an echo to the experimental 
statements !l'iven. Impressions, con
victions, deliverances, etc., etc., which 
would take up too much space were 

spoken of. Troubles, trials, afflictions, 
prayers, and temptations were to a great 
extent the propelling cause of his enter
ing the ministry. His dootrina.l belief 
was as follows:-

lst. I believe in the doctrine of elec
tion unto eterna.l life. 

2n~. The Holy Trinity. 
3rd. The vicarious a.tonement of 

Obrist for His people. . 
4th. The nece~sity of the new birth 

through the power of the Holy Ghost. 
coupled with the final perseveranoe of 
all the chosen. 

5th. Repenta.nce, faith, ba.ptism, 
Lord's Supper, also holiness of life-i.e., 
good works. 

6th. The inspiration of the Word of 
God. 

7th. Preaching is ordained of God and 
the Gospel is to be prea.ched to every 
creature. 

8th. The unity of the Church. 
9th. The second coming of Christ, 
10th. Eternal glory and eterna.l 

punishment. 
The chairman ha.ving expressed hie 

entire a.pprobation of what the pastor
elect had said, then ea.lied upon brother 
Bedingfield to ma.ke a statement from 
the diacona.te. Our brother then de
scribed the way in which the Church 
ha.d been led since the resignation of 
pastor L. H. Colls, now at Tring. They 
ha.d felt it no light matter to be without 
a pastor. Ma.ny pra.yers had been offered 
up to the Lord that He would send 
them an under-shepherd. In God's 
wonderful providence they were 
directed to brother Fells through an
other minister, pa.stor E. Mitchell, of 
London. They invited him to come a.nd 
preach for them ; he ea.me, and a 
fa.vourable impreseion was ma.de. Our 
brother was invited again, and so, after 
thus supplying the Church, he received 
an unanimous invita.tion to preach for 
twelve months, with a. view to the va.s
torate, the Church to let brother Fells 
know at the expira.tion of six months 
their decision. At tbe expira.tion of five 
months a feeling existed in the Churoh 
for settlement. The Church met a.nd 
practically, with a.n unanimous vote, 
invited Mr. Fells to become their pastor. 
There were two who voted to the con
trary. Mr. Fells a.ct'ept0 d the hearty invi
tation. and brother Bedingfield was con
fident he expressed the minds of ma.ny 
in saying tha.t. although they could not 
wish him to sta.y here to have a. golden 
wedding, they did hope he would ha.ve a 
silver one; this statement was ap-
plauded. · 

The union of Church and pastor was 
then cemented, the pastor-elect a.nd 
brother Mayhew, the senior deacon. 
clasping ha.nds, whilst brother Ward 
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pronounced the formula, imploring the 
divine blessing on the union. 

Now came the tea, the spacious 
schoolroom being crowded, and all 
seemed to enjoy the social maal. 

The evening meeting commenced at 
6.30. Pastor A. Morling presided. The 
numbers were considerably augmented. 
A high tone characterised t.he meeting. 
After singing, reading the Scriptures 
and prayer, the chairman briefly ad
dressed us, expressing the pleasure he 
felt at being present, and also that the 
Beccles Church had procured a pastor. 
He then called upon pastor E. lVCitchell, 
of London, to give the charge to the 
pastor. Our brother based a most 
masterly charge on Acts xx. 28. He 
disclaimed all 1mthority at the outset, 
and in a loving, brotherly, and fatherly 
way encouraged,instructed, and warned 
the new pastor. Every point was most 
aptly illustrated and was driven home 
with power. 

Another hymn having been sung, 
pastor J. T. Lane, of Odiham, Hants, a 
near neighbour to Mr. Fells in his 
former sphere of labour, spoke briefly. 
telling of the communion they had 
realised together. Mr. Lane was present 
at the farewell meeting at Hartley-row, 
and told of the sorrow the people ex
pressed 1,heretopartwith their minister. 

The excellent choir then very ad
mirably rendered the anthem, " How 
lovely are the messengers ! " 

Now came brother S. K. Bland'a 
charge to the Church, His connection 
with it dates back for nearly forty 
years. This was the third charge he had 
given to the Beccles Church since the 
home-going of Mr. George Wright. We 
felt it to be fitting that he should come 
on this occasion. He discharged his 
work with marked ability. His charge 
was based upon the words, "We are 
members one of another." Our brother 
also offered the recognition prayer, 
which was wonderfully comprehen• 
sive. 

The pastor then briefly addressed the 
meeting, thanking all friends for their 
kind help and presence. 

"Bleat he the tie that binds" was 
heartily sung to "Glasgow" and the 
benediction pronounced. 

KEPPEL-STREET, BLOOMSBURY. 
-Through another year we have been 
kept and received blessings from a gra
cious God. Therefore with prayer and 
praise we commenced our 103rd anniver• 
sary on Lord's-day, Oct. 17th, break• 
fast being provided in schoolroom at S 
a.m., at which several of our neighbour
ing schools joined us, followed by a 
prayer-meeting on behalf of the young 
and upon the day's services. Our pastor 
(H. T. Chilvers) preached morning and 
afternoon; P. Reynolds, of Highbury, 
preached in the evening. On the follow-

ing Tne9day, Oct. l9, our pastor preached 
in the afternoon to the many friends 
who had gathered in this time-honoured 
sanctuary. Tea was provided in the 
schoolroom, after which we were again 
rejoiced to see many friends present at 
the evening meeting, at which our 
brother C. C. Harris, Esq., of Hill-street .. 
kindly presided. A short account of the 
year's work and evident blessing 
attended by the Holy Spirit's power, 
the preaching of the Word, twenty 
having joined the Church by baptism 
since last anniversary, was given by 
brother Wakelin. Brother Dadswell 
spoke from the words, "He shall glorify 
Me;" brother Steele from the word3. 
"Master, wheredwellest Thou?" brother 
Reynolds based bis address upon 
"Being jealous for God," followed by an 
address by our pastor. Oar brother 
Thomas having been detained at another 
meeting, arrived in time to give a bright 
and cheerful closing address. We desire 
to thank our friends for their presence 
and sympathy a.t these services. Collec
tions a.mounted to £26. - ARTHcR. 
PICKERING, 

SHOULDHAM-STREET, W. - On 
Lord's-day, Nov. 28, and following 
Tuesday, the twenty-first anniversary 
of the Sunday-school was celebrated. 
Profitable and inspiring sermons were 
preached on the Sunday, in the morning 
by the pastor, Mr. E. Beecher; afternoon, 
Mr. E. Marsh, and the evening by Mr. R. 
Mutimer. The attendance, especially 
afternoon and evening, was most encou
raging. Special hymns and anthems were 
rendered by the scholars and friends. 
On Tuesday, a good number partook of 
tea, after which the meeting was held in 
the chapel, presided over most efficiently 
by Mr. A. J. Robbins, of Ealing, whose 
concise and pointed remarks showed a 
practical experience of Sabbath-school 
work. A report giving the numerical 
and financial position of the school 
and the varied objects carried on in con
nection with the same was read, after 
which we were much edified in listening 
to stirring addresses given by Messrs. 
Mitchell, Thomas, Chilvers, Sears, and 
Holden. The late success in connection 
with the School Board Election was 
referred to and the import of teaching 
the young the truths contained in the 
Book of books, the Bible. After the 
speakers brother Puttenham stepped on 
the platform, and in a few words pre
sented to Mr. E. Beecher a purse of gold 
subscribed by members and friends, who 
expressed his thankful acknowledgment 
for the same and also gave utterance to 
words of farewell. We were pleased to 
see friends from other Churches, and we 
ask their prayers and sympathy that the 
Lord may soon send us an under-shep
herd who shall feed the flock of slaughter 
which He bas purchased with His blood, 
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and from whom shall radiate all those 
blessed virtues so plainly set down in 
the Guide of our life here, and which 
contains the glorious news of a life of 
peace and purity for the whole elect 
family of God hereafter. The collec
tions, for which we would return our 
grateful tha.nks, realised £rn l 7s.-S. 
ROBINSON. 

WHITECHAPEL (COMMERCIAL· 
:-TREET).-The first anniversary of the 
pastorate of Mr. Othen was celebrated 
on Tuesday, November 9th, 1897. Mr. 
E. Marsh, of Stratford, occupied the 
pulpit in the afternoon. The service 
wa.s commenced by singing that well
known hymn, "Come, Thou Fount of 
every blessing," a.nd the reading of Psa.. 
cxlv. Mr. Marsh took for his text, 
·· Thine eyes shall see the King in His 
beauty" (Isa. xx:xiii. 17). The sermon 
wa.s listened to with re.pt attention,a.nd 
it was a sea.son to be remembered by 
those present. They closed by sing
ing (Denham's Selection, 842), "Look, 
ye saints, the sight is glorious." Tea. 
was provided in the schoolroom, fol
lowed by a public meeting, the pastor 
in the chair. Hymn 159 (Denba.m's 
Selection), "Come, happy souls that 
know the Lord," wa.s sung, and, after 
the chairman had read Psa.. xlvi., Mr. 
Gibbens sought the Lord's blessing on 
the meeting. Mr. Othen, in his opening 
remarks, commented on the goodness 
a.nd mercy of the Lord during the past 
year, after which Mr. Chilvers, of 
Keppel-street, addressed the meeting. 
His brief but excellent remarks were 
founded upon, " So much better than 
the angels." He was followed by Mr. 
Savage, who delivered a very stirring 
and practical address from, " So is the 
kingdom of God." Mr. J. A. Othen 
spoke from the words, " Jehovah 
Shalom" (the Lord send peace), and 
Mr. Burrows from, "The Lord bath 
been mindful of us: He will bless us." 
Mr. Holden founded his remarks upon 
Acts xxvii. 44, " So it came to pass that 
they escaped all sa.fe to land." Mr. 
Marsh a.gain addressed the meeting; his 
closing remarks were very suitable. 
Collections were made, which, together 
with special donations from a. few of 
the friende, a.mounted to :£25 103, After 
singing "All hail the power of Jesu's 
nu.me," the meeting was brought to a 
close. "-E. CUDMORE. 

CHESTER (EBENEZEB).-A sale of 
work in e.id of the ve.rious agencies of 
this Church was held on December 8th 
and 9th, 1897. The stalls, which were 
temptingly arranged with a variety of 
fancy and useful articles, represented 
an enormous a.mount of patient and 
devoted labour on the part of the com
mittee. After the singing of praise and 
prayer, pastor Wm. Povey explained 

the object of ea.le, showing tha.t for the 
work at Ebenezer a.nd the bra.nob mis
sion. in Hoole, they needed £il00 a. yea.r. 
This being a la.rge sum fora poor people 
to raise, they were compelled to ask the 
aid of friends, who were in sympathy 
with the mission to enable them to 
meet their need, Pa.stor Wm. Jenkins, 
of Buckley, followed with a few helpful 
words, and then ca.lled upon Andrew 
Storrar, Esq., to open the sale. Mr. 
Storra.r spoke of the good that was 
being done i11 a district where it wa.s 
muoh needed by the preaching of the 
simple Gos'?el. He said that whoever 
came to Milton-street they would be 
sure to hear the Gospel earnestly and 
faithfully preached. That Gospel wa.s 
not worn out, but wa.s still the only 
remedy for sin-stricken souls. He urged 
upon those present to do their best to 
raise a substantial sum for the work 
.of the mission. The proceeds, includi.ng 
donations, exceeded the expectations of 
the committee, thus cheering the hearts 
of the pastor and his fellow-workers, 
who, for the past three yea.re, have been 
struggling under exceptionally difficult 
circumsta.nces. 

KE~TISH TOWN (CAMDEN HIGH 
SCHOOLS).-'fhe half-yea.rly meeting 
wa.s held on Wednesday, Nov. 3, 1897. 
In the afternoon our beloved brother, 
Mr. E. Mitchell, delivered an excellent 
discourse to a goodly number of friends, 
which was much enjoyed. After tea., at 
the public meeting, brother J. W. Ba.nks 
presided, in the absence of brother 
Fricker. Our esteemed chairman was 
led to make some very kind and appro
priate remarks for the welfare of this 
little cause, and the ministerial breth
ren, Messrs. Mitchell,Dadswell, Beecher, 
and Chilvers, addressed the meeting, 
which was a very successful one in 
every respect. We are pleased to report 
that a dear sister a.nd her dear husba.nd 
have joined our community. Our be
loved dea.con, brother C. J. Burrows, had 
the privilege of baptizing our sister at 
the New Avenue Chapel, which was 
kindly lent for the oooa.sion. There is a 
marked improvement in the service of 
praise, and we desire to embrace this 
opportunity of thanking our friends 
who have so kindly contributed to our 
new pedal harmonium, which cost IG½ 
guineas, ha.If of which a.mount was very 
kindly given by our generous brother 
C. J. Burrows. The whole of the 
amount has been met, thanks to the 
liberality of friends.-P. HARROW, 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETH• 
ESDA) .-Thirtieth a.nniversa.ry services 
of the opening of the .chapel were com• 
memora.ted on Sunday, Nov.14th, when 
two very appropriate and encouraging 
germons were prea.ched by the pastor, 
H. E. Bond, morning at 11 from Isa. 
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xliii. 4; eveningat6.30,fromMatt,xxiv. 
1;, and on the followinJf Tuesda;, Nov. 
16th, at !l.15 p.m., E. M1tohell, o Chad
well-street, gave an excellent discourse. 
Tea was provided at 5 o'clock, to which 
a goodly number of friends (including 
many from sister Churches), sat down. 
Public meeting at 6.30, pastor in the 
chair, who opened by announcing the 
well-known hymn," Awake my soul in 
joyful lays," which was heartily sunir 
to the grand old tune, "Haverhill." 
Brother Brown, of Fulham, was asked 
to engage in prayer, and very sweetly 
and earnestly was he enabled so to do 
and we felt his petition was answered 
in our midst, J?OWerfully realizing "the 
Lord to be with us." '.i'he addresses by 
brethren E . .Mitchell, from Rom. viii. 1 ; 
R. E. Sears, from .Matt. xix, 6, latter 
clause; J. Parnell, from Isa. viii. 10, last 
clause; F. C. Holden, from Rom. xv.16, 
and H. J. Wileman, from John xix, 19, 
were all well received; expressions of 
pleasurt; and profit being heard from 
many. Collections £6 5s. Eleven were 
added to the Church, five by ba.ptism and 
six by tra.nsfer. "The Lord hath done 
great things for us, whereof we are 
glad." 11 Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow."-H. A. 

EGHAM (EBENEZER).-Through the 
mercy of our covenant God we were able 
to hold the fourth anniversary services 
in connection with the Sunday-school 
gathered here on Nov, 4th. Pastor E. 
Marsh,of Stratford, preached a very en
coura.iing and instructive discourse on 
John 1x. 4. After speaking of the nar
rative, he pointed out-(1) The burden 
that lay upon Jesus Himself as the Ser• 
vant of Jehovah-" I must work." (2) 
The work given-"the works of Him that 
sentMe,"andnoother. (3) The period of 
labour-" while it is day;" and no day 
so important as the present to teach the 
children the truth of the Bible. (4) 
The reason for continuance in the work 
-" The night cometh, when no man can 
work." "He sent Me," upheld Jesus in 
all His labourandsuffering, and it com
forts and supports each of His sent 
servants now, however humble, It was 
much appreciated by those present. 
After tea there was a public meeting, 
presided over by pastor Marsh. Mr. 
Boorman, of Staines, led us to the throne 
of grace. The chairman made a few 
pleasant opening remarks, and men· 
tioned the blessing of having teachers 
that could speak from experience of His 
power to save, and the importance of 
explaining the doctrines of grace. The 
report having been read, brother Thom
sett spoke on the Scriptures being the 
good report, and Jesus as a wise. apt, 
and blessed Teacher; may we be found 
sitting at His feet. Brother Voysey 
said a few words on "Ye have need of 
patience," &c., and then addressed the 

children. Several of our dear scholan 
recited portions of the Word or profitable 
pieoes. We desire to record our deep 
thankfulness for God's abounding 
mercies in the past, although we have 
had the great sorrow of the removal of 
our beloved superintendent, after five 
years faithful and loving labour with 
us; yet our God has not left us, nor for· 
saken us, but supported and helped us 
in the trial. So we look forward, trust
ing that He will bless the seed sown to 
His glory and be our continual streng-th. 

WALTHAM ABBEY (EBENEZER).
The friends here spent a very pleasant 
evening on Thursday, November 2.5th, 
in commemorating the eighteenth anni
versary of the opening of the new 
Pcbool and enlargement of chapel. 
The pastor, Mr. W. E. Palmer, presiding, 
opened a social meeting with hymn 79:l, 
and1 reading a part of Matt. x:xi., 
noticing how many timl's our divine 
Lord referred to the Old Testament 
scriptures, being a grand witness of its 
inspiration. Brother Coote led us at the 
throne of grace. Brother Francis 
selected a hymn. Brother Newcombe 
gave an address from John xvi i., 
noticing four things the Saviour prayed 
for-viz., that His loved ones might be 
kept, sanctified, perfected, and be with 
Him at last. Brother Bardell gave out 
a hymn. Brother J. Pallett addressed 
the meeting from Luke x. 42, "One 
thing is needful" -viz., salvation, in that 
to know Jesus as Friend, Guide, Advo
cate, and Judge. Brother J. H. Wild 
selected a hymn, and brother Pearman 
gave a short speech from Matt. x. 29, of 
an eighteen years' personal experience, 
he being ba.ptized with brother W. 
Pallett on the first Sundav after the 
opening of the chapel. Brother W. 
Pallett gave a short account of the 
Church's career. Another hymn, and 
ths pastor closed the happy meeting 
with pra.yer and thanksgiving. The 
friends then retired to partake of tea. 
coffee, &c., kindly_lJrovided by Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Pallett.-W. E. P. 

STEPNEY. - Lord's-day, Nov. 7th, 
special serrices were held at Rehoboth, 
Wellesley-street, in commemora.tion of 
the 23rd anniversary of the re-opening 
of this sanctuary. In reviewing the 
past we can truly say, "Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us." Our pastor was 
g_reatly helped in the ministry of the 
Word. Morning subject. "Keeping
mercy for thousands." He remarked, 
here is a reserve for present and future 
use. For present and future genera
tions. For present and future exigen
cies, Evening text," 0 continue Thy 
lovin~kindness unto them that know 
Thee. ' The subject was dwelt upon 
thus : The prayer, the blessing, the 
knowledge. The following Tuesday 
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1,fternoon Mr. J. Bush preached from 
"And in thi~ mountain she.ll the Lord 
of hosts me.ke unto a.ll people 11, fee.st 
of fe.t things, a. fea.st of wines on the 
lees, of fat things full of ma.rrow, of 
wines on the lees well refined." The 
preacher ma.de the following divisions, 
The feast, the banqueting hall, the 
Host of the fea.st, the guests. The fea.st 
he introduced 11,s a be.nquet composed of 
•e"l'en courses, or dishes-viz. (1) Pa.rdon
ing mercy: (2) Complete justifica.tion; 
1:\) Adoption; (4) Union to Christ; (5) 
Covenant of grace; (6) Christ Himself ; 
17) Wine. Our brother was so led out 
upon the first division, the feast, tha.t 
he had to reserve the remainder for the 
evening. The friends present greatly 
enjoyed this spiritual repast. Most of 
the hearers remained to tea.. Mr. F. T. 
Xewman presided at evening meeting, 
which opened with singing, ·• When in 
my heart Jehovah's love," &c. (334 Den
ham's). Our brother then read Pea.Im 
xlviii. Mr."\\. Webb communed with 
the Lord in pra.yer. Our chairman's 
speech was upon the truths taught by 
free gra-:ie Gospel ministers, compared 
with the tenets of the free-will and 
duty-faith party. We felt a love to 
our brother for the truth's sake. Mr. 
T. Jones <New Cross), spoke from "Ye 
are Christ's." He ea.id: It seems to me 
we are Christ's upon the everla.sting 
covena.nt of divine a.nd sovereign grace. 
Ye are Christ's by divine gift. If we 
are Christ's we are not our own; if ye 
are bought, ye are purcha.eed; if ye a.re 
given, ye a.re not your own; if we ha.ve 
ta.lents it is to be put upon thealta.r; ye 
ha.ve no right to do with them a.s you 
please. Mr. Holden addreesed us upon 
.. So shall My word be tha.t goeth forth 
out of My mouth," &c. "His word 
shall not return unto Him void." Mr. 
H. remarked if tha.t wa.s a.ll God ea.id, 
we might ha.ve felt there wa.s somethin_g 
more needed, but He ha.s also said, " It 
,;hall accomplish tha.t which He 
pleases." God's word was never intended 
to accomplish that which man pleases. 
He intended it to accomplish that which 
was in accordance with His own good
will and pleasure. Mr. Bush took up 
the thread of his afternoon discourse, 
.. In this mountain." &c. He said it is 
not Mount Sinai, "Yearenotcome unto 
Mount Sinai, but ye are come unto 
Mount Zion." Have you ever feasted 
a.tMount Ca.lvary? Tha.t is the banquet
ing house where Christ supplies the 
feast of fat things. Mr. Sears discoursed 
•weetly upon "The secret place of the 
Most High," &c. Mr. J. Clark (Bethnal
green> addressed us from "Certainly I 
will be with thee." He said, we want 
this to be our portion. Though spoken 
to man they have a spiritual applica.
tion to God's people at this present 
1;ime. We ha.ve proved their sweetnessJ 
we have felt their power. The Lora 
will be with His people in deepest 

sympathy. "We have not e.n high 
priest which cannot be touched with 
the feelings of our infirmities." Our 
pastor (Mr. Parnell) gave a very brief 
address upon the word "Kept." He 
said, I rejoice we are kept 11,s a Church 
in the unity of the Spirit, in the bond 
of peace. This very profite.ble meeting 
was closed by singing, "Saviour breathe 
an evening blessing" (035 Denham) and 
prayer by the chairman. - HAYTF.R 
SCRI\"ENER, 

PORTSMOUTH (REHOBOTH, LAKE· 
ROAD).-The second anniversary of the 
Sunday-school was celebrated on Wed
nesda.y evening, November 3rd, by a 
public meeting of friends 11,nd scholars, 
presided over by our pastor, 0. H. 
Cudmore. We commenced by singing 
Hymn 199, "Once again we meet with 
gladness" (Winters' Hymnal), Theohair
man read Pea. lxiii., and, after implor
ing the divine blessing, proceeded with 
a few seasonable remarks, showing the 
need of instructing the young in God's 
pure Word of truth, remarking the 
progress of Ritualism in the neigh
bourhood, the enticements and allure
ments held out to the young to entrap 
and endeavour to sow poison in their 
minds, also impressing upon us the need 
of prayer on behalf of the young, 
closing with words of encouragement 
to tea.chers and all le.bourers in Sunday
school work, and admonishing the 
scholars to attend punctually and 
attentively. The secretary ree.d the 
report (a favourable one), for, notwith
standing a falling off in numbers, with 
73 schola.rs and 7 tea.chers, we have an· 
increased average attends.nee on the 
preceding year. ~&in, we a.re in a 
slightly bet~er posit1onfinancially, with 
a grea.ter expenditure; we have a.n in
creased balance in hand over last year, 
af~er meeting all expenses. On the 
occasion of the Queen's Jubilee we felt 
glad to be enabled to put a copy of the 
New Testament in the hands of each 
scholar. The report also showed that 
an effort was being made to establish a 
Protestant library for the young. 
Several friends having presented us 
with good books, we hope in the order 
of God's providence, with further assist
ance, to be enabled soon to commence 
issuing the books. The superintendent 
addressed a few remarks on the Word of 
God as a compass to guide and direct, 
and a cha.rt to teach what to avoid, what 
to seek, a.nd by it to be enabled by grace 
to reach the port of heaven, showing 
that as the mariner's literal compass 
always points one way, so the Word ever 
directs us to Christ as the Mediator, 
Saviour, and Friend. Reference was 
made to the limited space, showing the 
need of enlarging our borders, express
ing a hope that our building fund might 
largely lJlcreaseJ so that we might obtain 
the urgent neeaful accommodation for 
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sohole.rs. After several reoitations by I On Friday, .Jan. 2/ltb, at 7 o'clook Mr. 
scholars and a friend, Brother C, Spratt •r. Ash will lecture in the Hall of the 
addressed the meeting on the words, : Hornsey-rise Asylum on "My Visit to 
"Be sober, bo diligent," referring to i Rome." Tickets 6d, each. The attend
the pleasures of life, their alluring . a.nee of all friends of the Lord's &i!ed 
influence and effect on the mind, show- I poor is cordially invited, and they will 
inp- the various ways of being sober in be equally welcome at any of the 
walking through life, oomparing the services in the Asylum Chapel on Tues
path of righteousness with that of day and Saturday evenings at 6,30 and 
unrighteousness, also exhorting the Lord's-day afternoons at 3. 
younl! to sea.rob the Word, as being the * * * 
way of life and to the need of prayer, Residents Sonth of the Thames will 
to be enabled to avoid the intoxicating find a visit to the Camberwell Asylum 
pleasures of worldly amusements and in Seymore-place very cheering. The 
profanity, also exhorting the young to late Joseph Irons and James Wells took 
be diligent in good works, in business, the deepest interest in this happy home 
striving to do well, and, when at school, for 42 pensioners, and memories of these 
tobediligentinattentionandinsearch- good and great men are fragrant to 
ing the Scriptures, trusting that God by many of the aged inhabitants. Services 
invincible graoe may open their eyes to are held on Wednesday and Saturday 
see a precious Christ asa Friend indeed, evenings at 6.30, and on Lord"s-day 
One who saveth to the uttermost, afternoons at 3. 
Brother Barnett followed, basing his 
remarks on Luke iii. 6, "And all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God," and 
proceeded to show that the salvation of 
God, of Whom it is declared all flesh shall 
see is the Lord Jesus Christ, mention
in~ Pea. xcviii. 2, 3, also Acts xxviii. 28, 
gomg on to show that there were two 
ways in which the salvation of God was 
seen-for ourselves and for others, 
Referring to the old dispensation, he 
mentioned the case of Abraham, the 
friend of God, being called upon to offer 
his son Isaao as a burnt-offering, show
ing the obedience of Abraham and the 
provision God made by the ram in the 
thicket and how the son of promise was 
spared. Afterwards the presentation of 
prizes took place, to the delight of the 
children and the joy of all. The hymns 
were specially chosen for the occasion. 
Our room was filled to overflowing. 
-G. R. SPRATT, 28, Uamarvon-road, 
Buckland, Portsmouth. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
UNDER the Will of the late Mr J, T. 
Morton, the Society's pensioners will 
become the recipients, in due course, of 
a certain sum of money to be paid in ten 
or more annual insta.lments, at the dis
cretion of Mr. Morton's Trustees, but 
no distribution will take place for some 
time to come. It is important that all 
the friends of the Institution should 
note that no benefit whatever accrues to 
the Society under the Will. 

••• 
There is thus all the greater need for 

additional support, in order that the 
present pension expenditure ma.y be 
a.dequa.tely maintained. £36 da.ily is the 
sum needed for all branches of the work, 
and to meet this outlay the ordinary 
income is inadequate, The New Year 
would afford an excellent opportunity 
of oommenoing subscriptions to this 
noble Sooiety, 

* * * Special appeals have been largely 
issued durinj the past month, and one 
paragraph rrom them we transcribe
'fhe various modes in which aid may be 
given may be briefly summarised as 
follows:-(}) Annual subscriptions; (2) 
Donations of 30s. would represent one 
hour's expenditure; (3) Collecting boxes 
and ca.rds; (4) Collections after sermons; 
(5) Drawing-room and Public Meetings; 
(6) Bequests; (7) Birthday and New 
Yea.r's offerings; (8) Gifts of "C'seful 
Articles for the Sale of Work. May the 
love of Christ constrain many to help in 
this service, 

HINTS FOR TEACHERS A.."'ID 
WO.HKERS. 

Paul's last journey to Jerusalem. Read 
Luke xxi. 1-15. 

INTRODUCTION: We notice Paul would 
not be prevented from going to J eru
salem for the last time, Coos, an island 
in the JEgean Sea ; Rhodes, a celebrated 
island in the same sea. Sufferings were 
predicted if he went. Compare chap. 
xx. 23; read also verse 11 of our lesson. 
Thus Paul ea.id," What mean ye to weep 
and to break mine heart? For I am ready, 
not to be bound only, but also to :He at 
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 
Jesus." Notice the courage and forti
tude demonstrated in the life and cha
racter of Paul. His Christian fortitude 
and endurance never departed from him; 
he was ready to live or die for Christ. 
Behold what •grace is able to do in the 
life of the great apostle to the Gentiles . 
We may apply a few lessons from this 
s11bject for closer consideration: 

I. The life and faith in Christ. 
II. Paul's endurance for Christ's sake. 
III. The Christian'shope isnottransi-

tor:v. 
IV, Nothing can eepara.te us from 

Christ. 
V. Christ is our life, hope, and joy. 

THOMAS REA.TH, 
Plymouth, 
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8one Jome. 
MRS. LOlTISA JAC'KSOl\' (Leicestm·).-On 

Decembrr 3rd the Church at Xewarke~street 
was called in the myst,erious arrangements 
of Dh;ne Providence to lose 11, Yerr dear and 
helpful sister, the belo,·ed wife of our 
esteemed brother. Mr."·· M. Jackson. Truly 
her encl wn.s peace, her mind being brought 
into a state of perfect resignation to the 
Lord's will. When the writer asked if she 
rould ser Jesus, she replied. "I know and 
feel that He is near." She frequently turned 
her head and "Seemed to be com·ersing with 
unseen beings. Presently she reaehed forth 
her right hand with considerable energy. 
Being asked why, she replied, "I could 
almost shake hands.'" F.levating both arms, 
and being asked again why she did so. she 
said. "I must go ! •· Turning to one of her 
sisters, she excla.imed, "Christ is Chief! 
Christ is eYerything ! " Then to her hus
band, "'We must not argue. we must trust." 
Rhe was a n1ost regular, attentive, and 
appreciativ<3 hearer. saying and doing all she 
could to encourage both pa.•tor and people. 
She was comparatively young, being only 39. 
l\Iany sympathizing friends crowded to the 
cemetery to witness her burial on the 8th, and 
to hear her funeral discourse on the following 
Lord"s-day, when the writer endeavoured to 
imprm·e the oecasion from Heb. i. 11. " Thou 
remainest." v.· e deeply mourn her loss.
]llay the "Chief Shepherd " graciously 
sustain our bereaved brother, sanctify the 
affliction to the Church, and speedily fill up 
the vacancy which her departure to glory 
has made.-A. E. R. 

!\AOMI TOWN.-ln loving memory of Mrs. 
Naomi Town, of Downe. Kent, who peace
fully entered into her .-est on October 5th, 
189i. aged 74 years, after a long and painful 
illness borne ";th great patience. :M!,'S, 
Town was the widow of the late D. Town, of 
Downe. who had been dea<"on of the Baptist 
Church for more t-han 30 years ; she had 
herself •bee;n a 'IIlember for the ·same time. 

JOH'.S' PAGE.ADDERLEY departed this life 
on October 10th, 1897, aged 70 years, -after 
suffering internally for oYer two years. He 
was baptised by Mr. Wyard, at ~oho Baptist 
Chapel, in 1854, and afterwards became a 
member of the late cause, "Rehoboth." 
Pimlico. He there held the office of deacon 
during the latter part of its existence as a 
Strict and Particular ·Baptist cause. His 
remains were taken into Carmel Chapel, 
.Pimlico, on October 14th, 1897. previous to 
interment at Norwood Cemetery. The 
tunera,l ser,;ce was conducted by Mr. J. 
Kinl!'stou· in the presence of a goodly number 
of relatives and friends. He conversed very 
little during his last illness on the better 
things. but when he did he would invariably· 
remark:- · 

·• His hope wa• built on nothing less 
Than J esas' blood and righteousness ; 
He did not trust the sweetest frame, 
But onlvlea.nt on Jesu's name.''-F, A. 

MB. ROBEBT LEE, of Spotswood, New 
Jersev. was called home suddenly on Oct. 
9th. 'He bad gone a few miles from home 
lor his mail, &c., had just started for home. 
when· a bolt ·came out of one of the shafts of 
his buggy. his horse gave a sudden start.and 
brother Lee was thrown over the back on to 
hi,; head. He was picked up and taken 
home, but nev!3r regained conscio~sness, 
dying a few hours later. As an alfect,onate 
hu;;band,. fathe1•, and faithful friend !ie )• 
,a.dlv mis,;ed but we feel sure our loss is his 
eternal gain.' He has been speaking in many 
of the ""hools for miles around his home, 
and while bis pla,in speaking aroused the 
enmity of some, be was high!¥ respected 
by many who attended his funeral, the 

services being held at, hia Iiite home, the 
body being afterwards taken to Lenart 
Cemetery. Robert Lee was much iittl\Ched 
to the late James Wells, whose ministry he 
att.ended )·eat·• hack ; was also a reader of 
E. V. for years. There is qltit.c a number of 
sound works, which his widow would like 
to dispose of, if any reader .of F.. Y.. require 
any such. I hope some on this side of the 
At.iantic will be disposed to buy, as it will be 
greatly helping Mrs. Lee.-I am, dear sir, 
yours respeetfully, HENRY HILL. [Seeadvt. 
page'2.J 

Park,;lle, Long Island, U.S.A., Nov. 7, 1897. 
H.ANNAH CHENEY.-On Saturdiiy, NoY. 

2ith, our beloYed sister, Mrs. Hannah 
Cheney, passed away in her 79th' year. She 
had been a member at Homerton Row for 
49 years, and was the oldest member on the 
Church roll. In her younger days she lived
at. Wool wicb, and was ignorant of her state. 
as a sinner. 011 oue .occasion she was asked 
to go to a baptising service at "Enon,". so out 
of curiosity she went, and, to use her own 
words, "she went to pry and ·1eft to pray." 
She was shortly after baptised at "Enon.'' 
Being removed in the pro:vidence · of God to 
Hackney, she was dismissed from " Enon" 
to Homerton Row in the year 1848. She wo,s 
a firm believer in and lover of the truths of 
free and sovereign grace .. Jesus was to her 
all-in-a.II. She trusted in Uini alone, Though 
she was behind few in works ·of faith and 
lab_onrs of love, she was. instrumental with 
others in maintaining the •doctrines .and, 
ordinanc~s of the Uhµrch. Regular in 
attendance, most liberal jn supporting the· 
cause, and·ever re.ady with wise and loving· 
counsel She was truly a mother in Israel. 
That her profession •was sincere is evidenced 
'b.Y the fact of her long•and consistent walk. 
We laid her bodv in the grave wit,h a sare and 
certain hope of a glorious resurre.cti.on.-,J. H. 

WILLIAM MATTIN BOULTON,-,This godly 
and gracious man of God was translated to 
his heaYenly home on Lord's-day, October· 
10th, 1897. He was baptized-by the late Mr. 
Collins, of Grundisburgh. on July 22l)d,. 1855. 
He was connected with Wjsbech Zion Chapel 
from its earliest date. A consistent and most 
honoured member of that' Chnrch, he has. 
left behind him those who will always 
,:espect and love h;s m.emory. He was a ve1-y· 
humble person, and seemed ever to realise a 
constant feeling of gratitude to the God of all 
grace for earthly and spiritual blessings. He 
firm!¥ adhered to the pri'nciples .of, dis· 
tingu1shing grace, and, though 'very deaf, 
would be seen filling his accustomed place in 
the house of God. lie was among•the band 
of worshippers who encouraged us in the 
taking up the cause at Wisbech, and will be 
much missed. llis last illness was of short 
duration, His mind was happy and prayer-. 
fal. Being very conversant •with hymns, he 
often quoted them, realising their precious-· 
ness and helpfulness .. A memorial servi•ce 
was held.at the ehapel,on the.Sunday even
ing following the fune;ral, whic.h took _place 
on Thursday, October 14th, Mr, B. J, North· 
field; of March. officiating on both occasions, 
many being present to witness the interment 
and also to hear the pulpit testi.mo;ny of 011e "°· generally,respected.and specially beloved 
by those :who knew him in the Lord. The 
preacher also took this opportunity to briefly 
refer to an<it.her dear friend who had been 
connected with Zion, Wisbech, from the year 
1858, namely- · ' · 

MISS GROOM, who died on April 15th of 
this year. just before we took up the place in 
the interests of those trut\ls so de'ar to bot.h 
the departed ones. Our sister was a true 
friend to God's ·servants and people, espe
cially looking after the poor. Her end was 
beautifully peaceful and calm.-B. J, N, 



PASTOR JOHN NORRIS THROSSELL, OF "SALE)!," RA.JISEY, HC.>Ti:i. 

(See page 40.) 

~rmd in tl,t Jorh. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

" Trust ye in the Lord for ever : for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting 
strength."-Isainh xxvi. 4. 

AS the earth on which we dwell contains a sufficiency to meet all the 
needs of its innumerable inhabitants, so the Word of God contains 

an abundant supply for all the spiritual necessities of His people. And 
as those things which are most requisite for our existence aa creatures 
are found in the largest quantities, and most extensi,ely distributed over 
the world, so also those spiritual supplies which are most needed by us, 
are most frequently found distributed throughout the whole Word of God. 

VoL. LIV. lt'EURUARY, 1898. L> 
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All we need our God has supplied, and all in due proportion. Faith and 
trust are among the everyday essentials of our spiritual life, and these 
are found in some form or other almost everywhere throughout the Word 
of God. In the passage placed at the head of this paper, trust appears 
in the form of a.n exhortation, combined with a powerful encouragement. 
Let us consider these in the order in which they are presented. 

First.ly, THE EXHORTATION, "Trust ye in the Lord for ever." Every 
sane man is sensible of his own native in•mfficiency, and consequently 
that he needs someone in whom to trust; and every spiritually instructed 
man knows that the Lord alone is the proper object of his soul's trust 
and confidence. It is only those who are •• taught of the Lord " that 
ever really trust in the Lord, and they require repeated lessons in order 
to make their trust in Him simple and sincere. Trust, to be rightly 
exercised, requires ln1owledge. "They that know Thy Name will put 
their trust in Thee." We trust some persons because we are ignorant of 
their true character ; but we trust in God in proportion as we really 
obtain a true spiritual knowledge of His character and perfections. 

It is of vast importance to have the right object.for our trust. This the 
exhortation directs us to-•· Trust ye in Jehovah." In Him alone can 
implicit and unreserved confidence be placed. We do not advocate 
suspiciousness with respect to our fellow-believers; we are happy in 
living in fellowship with many in whom we repose a large measure of 
confidence, but "the best of men are but men at the best," mutable 
creatures, liable to changes, and often impotent to give effect to their 
desires. But in our God we may, and must (if we would honour Him) 
repose unlimited trust. An old writer says, "we lie to God in prayer if 
we do not rely on Him after prayer." It is here we need to search our 
heart to see there are no reserves. " Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart," says Rolomon. Less than a whole~hearted trust cannot be pleas
ing to God. Yet it is in this very point we so often fail. While professedly 
looking to the Lord we direct a side glance to some earthly prop-the 
eve of our faith is too often afflicted with a squint. We resemble the old 
lady who when asked how she felt, when in a waggon, the horses of 
which had bolted, replied, "I trusted in God till the reins broke, and 
then I gave up all for lost.'' This is a sore evil, it dishonours God, and 
distresses our own souls. Let us seek to possess an undivided, whole
hearted trnst in our God. "His biddings are enablings." Let us turn 
the exhortation into prayer, and say after Augustine, "Lord, give what 
Thou comwandest, and command what Thou wilt." 

The reality of trust is manifested by trial. Trust is the daughter of 
faith, or more properly, perhaps, faith in exercise. I may believe with
out trusting, but I cannot trust without believing. In trusting we con
fide in, rest upon, or commit unto. It is when God's dealings with us 
are dark and mysterious, when IT e hides His face, or R is providence 
seems to contradict His promise, or run counter to His character that 
our trust is tested. It is said of Alexander that on one occasion ·when 
suffering from some disorder, while his physician had gone to prepare a 
potion for him, an anonymous letter was handed to the king stating that 
the physician haJ received a large bribe to poison him, and warning him 
against drinking the draught. The physician returning with the 
medicine, the king took the cup, drank its contents, and then handed 
the letter to the physician. Alexander's confidence was rewarded by a 
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speedy recovery. Our God, who is also our great unerring Physician, 
mixes us draughts, which are sometimes bitter to our taste, yet ever 
wholesome in their effects ; Satan, the calumniator, whispers that I I c 
intends oar injury or destruction thereby. Shall we be ontdone in om 
trust in God by Alexander's trust in his physician ? Rather let us say 
.after our belov~d Lord, " The cup which my Father bath given me, 
,shall I not drink it." Let u!i trust His love, wisdom, and faithfulness, 
and reject the lying insinuation of our adversary. Suspicions of God, 
and mistrust with respect to His dealings, are horrible evils not to he 
harboured by us, but hunted out of our hearts with all diligence as 
.among our worst enemies. 

Trust in God is always seasonttble. "Trust in Him at all times." 
No -season can be too dark for its exercise ; we cannot be in such a state 
-of prosperity as not to need to trust in God. The poor should trust in 
•God to supply their need. We must •• charge the rich in this world, 
. that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the 
diving God." Trust in God is appropriate to our young men and maidens 
just starting forth in life's dangerous pathway. Trust is equally suited 
,to those in middle life, who are bearing the heat and burden of the day. 
and finding their own strength altogether unequal to the strain. Trust 
-in God is the staff on which the hoary headed veteran leans, as he goes 
· down into the valley, and his feet touch the margin of death's cold 
-stream. Trust in God enables the dying husband and father to leave 
his dear ones without distress as to their future. Trust in God comforts 
the widow, and imparts heroic strength to face the difficulties of provid
ii.ng for her fatherless babes. Trust in God revives, cheers, strengthens, 
· and heartens on the tired and weary labourer. Trust in God is a 
necessity of our daily life, nothing can be substituted for it, while he 
that possesses it can meet and overcome all difficulties, trials, and temp

·.tations. 0 then, "trust ye in the Lord for ever." 
Secondly, THE ENCOURAGEMENT. "For in the Lord Jehovah is 

-everlasting strength" (the rock of ages, marg.) The word translated 
"Lord is J ah, a contraction of Jehovah-it is in J ah, Jehovah. J eho-rnh 
is the proper-the incommunicible name of God. It denotes being. 
He is the Being who gives being to all other beings. He is the Eternal 
< }od. He is ever the same, absolutely immutable, perfectly unchangeable, 
'the I AM. The repetition of His name seems intended to intensify our 
-conception, and if that suffices not," in Him is the rock of ages," is 
added. Faith seeks a stable foundation to build its hopes upon. Here 
we may rest all our weight without a qualm of fear. God is the eternal 
•rock that remains ever the same. 1Ve rest 011 "Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever." All His people have ever found Him 
to be in the past, He remains to-day, and will continue to be to all 
,eternity. In l:lim "is everlasting strength." Nothing is too bard for 
Him to perform. All His purposes shall be surely accomplished. Why then 
·should we fear? "I lay may head to rest on the bosom of omnipotence," 
-said Rutherford. This pillow posse£ses the softness of Ion' as well as the 
strength of God. Blessei resting place for weak and weary saints ! 
May our hearts respond under the touch of His Spi;·it, " I will trust, and 
uot be afraid ; for the Lord .J ehornh is my strength and my song : Ee 
also is become my salvation." 
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0 UR PORT RA I 1' GALLERY .-No. II. 
PASTOR JOHN NORRIS THROHSELL, OF" SALEM," RAMSEY, HUNTS. 

DEAR BROTHER,-At your request, I send you an account of the· 
Lord's dealings with me in providence and grace. 

I was born of humble parents, on July 26th, 1868, at Peterborough. 
When nearly seven years of age, my father was removed in God's all
wise providence, to March, in Cambridgeshire, where he remained until 
called home. His feet were led to Providence Baptist Chapel, where he· 
sat under the ministry of the late Edman Forman, which was greatly 
blessed to him, and he very soon united with the Church meeting there, 
having been previously immersed at the Tabernacle, Peterborough. 

At au early ag€, I became solemnly impressed with thoughts of death,. 
eternity, heaven and hell. Death to me was a mystery of which I had, 
very peculiar ideas. The different periods of life at which men died 
much puzzled me, failing to understand why some died at an earlier age 
than others. This led me to dread it, and wonder where I should go, if 
it came to me. 

Often did I deny myself necessary food, for I could only think at. 
that time, death came when people had eaten too much. Frequently 
did I try to pray to God alone, for. to me there was something more iD 
prayer than to use a form of words at my mother's knee. I attended the 
Sabbath-school connected with Providence Chapel, where words often 
fell from the lips of teachers (Mr. Skinner in particular), which were· 
made useful to me, giving me encouragement to hope that I might on.e
day be a Christian. 

When eleven years of age God was pleased to take my dear mother· 
from this scene of care ; this circumstance was by the Holy Spirit used 
to deepen the concern of soul which I was the subject of, leading me to
cry continually, "God be merciful to me, a sinner." Many times after· 
this did I sit alone at night, to read God's Word and talk with Him, 
which was made a great blessing to me ; His Word being very precious. 
The preaching of the Word by the late Edman Forman was often the· 
means of encnuraging me, and sometimes when listening, the Word came· 
with such power that I shook from head to foot. Ofttimes I vowed that 
after service I would go home and think upon the Word, but more 
frequently was I easily enticed, and found taking a walk with my com-
panions. I was truly afraid of them and dare not say "No" to their 
entreaties. Thus things went on for many months, being helped under 
the ministry of the Word, then consenting to go for a walk lest my com
panions should think me at all religious. There were times when the
Word was so cutting to my soul, that while I walked I dare not talk of 
any matter, much less that matter, although I found afterwards that 
those with whom I walked were subjects of deep soul concern. Once in 
particular Mr. Forman preached from the words, " What is thy life.? " 
This was so powerfully applied by the Holy Spirit of God, that I begged 
for the hour to come when I should know my sins forgiven. God was 
pleased to lead me by a remarkable providence, in the year 1887, to the 
place where He inte,lded to bring me into Gospel liberty. 

On Good-Friday (so-called) I was at home, and was asked to visit 
an old lady living near, who was in the furnace of affliction. I had seen 
her seYeral times, and thought each time would be the last, but now in 
goi11g God had a purpose to perform. I read and prayed with her as 
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was my usual pmctice, the portion this time being ,John's Gospel, 14th 
chapter. While reading the sixth verse, "Jesus saith unto him, I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, no man cometh unto the Father but by 
Me," light broke in upon my soul. No more could I read, but rejoice 
at God's throne, for the manifest fulfilment of His word, " For whoso 
findeth Me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord'' (Prov. 
viii. 35). My friend was very low, and no hope was given of her 
recovery, but strange to tell she began to amend from that hour, and 
lived eight years. Of a truth, 

" God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform." 

The following Sabbath evening Mr. Forman preached from " The God 
of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. 
Him bath God exalted with His right hand, to be a Prince and a 
Raviour, to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins" (Acts v. 
30, 31). That was a savoury season to my soul; God was pleased to 
lead His servant into my very experience, also making me to feel I was 
really one of His redeemed. So happy was I, that I felt I must go with
out delay, and tell the man of God what great things the Lord had 
done, making known my desire to join the Church. This I assayed to 
do the following evening, but found he was not at home. This dis
appointment the enemy handled, telling me there was nothing good in 
me, and I felt much inclined to believe it was so. Up to this time I 
had not opened my mind to my dear father, or any ot,her human being ; 
having told him I was going after business to speak with our pastor, he 
naturally enquired when I returned home, for what purpose I went. 
Could I now keep it from him? No. Well do I remember his words as 
he wept and threw his arms around me, " God bless you, my boy ! " 

The following evening I went again to see Mr. Forman, who was so 
pleased to see me, but so little could I say ; yet he knew all about it, and 
expected to see me, also stating he should propose me for baptism, being 
quite satisfied the work of grace was there. This troubled me rather, 
but what an answer to prayer. If ever I prayed, it was about a year 
and nine months before this, in Providence Chapel, at a baptizing service. 
A brother named William Culy, now in glory, was about to put on 
Christ, and I did beg that I might be the next to be proposed, and so it 
was. After my name was brought before the Church, my dear father 
died somewhat suddenly. This circumstance was a great trial to me, and 
I waited another month, for I feared God was not in the matter. My 
testimony was received, and I was baptized on June 28th, by Mr. S. 
Willis, then of Whittlesea, who took the service, Mr. :Forman being ill 
in bed. His text was, " Ye are not your own." Was received into the 
Church the first Lord's-day in July, 1887. 

EXERCISED ABOUT THE )IINISTRY. 

My mind for some long time had been exercised about preaching the 
Gospel, yet had not opened my mind to anyone. Often as I had seen 
the people living near wasting the Sabbath, reading newspapers, or in 
gossip, was my heart grieved ; how I wished I could speak to them of 
the Jesus I desired to serve. Yet there was the feeling, 1rell they would 
only laugh at me. Very pleased was I as a lad to go with my dear father 
to distribute tracts, and especially when allowed to take n, distriet alone. 
In this I felt the seed was being sown, and how my heart loved and 
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burned to be in His service. One Sabbath in the month of Ja.nuaryr 
1888, I was asked to take the evening service at a chapel on the
Whittlesea-road, and after much prayer I promised to go ; and there the
Lord helped me to speak a few words in His Name. One of my chief 
companions to whom I mentioned this matter, tried to discourage me,; 
but God's message was, " Go thou up in the strength of the Lord thy 
C'TOd." To no one else dared I name the subject of preaching, but left, 
it with the Lord, who makes all things plain. 

Often was I so distressed ahout it, that I vowed I would never go! 
again if asked, but how beautifully was this broken down for the time 
being, by these words : " Thou, therefore, gird up thy loins, and arise, 
and speak nnto them all that I command thee : be not dismayed· at their 
faces, lest I confound thee before them" (Jer. i. 17). But how many 
times since then have I needed a renewal of the force of these words,. 
for how often my heart sinks. So the Lord strengthened me, and 1: 
preached six times that year. It becoming known a.broad that. I had: 
been speaking in the Master's name, the following year I was invited to
preach at a chapel about five miles from March. How I trembled, my text 
being fully expressi\-e of my feelings, " So I prayed to the God of 
heaven." 

Very soon after an invitation was received from Tip's End, then, 
Benwick, and with these places I quickly found all the Sabbaths taken 
up. Here the Lord was graciously pleased to bless my poor feeble· 
testimony, for signs have followed as the dear Master promised. 

These Churches I served as desired, until called to preach the Gospel 
at Salem Chapel, Ramsey, Huntingdonshire. Several times invitations,. 
had been sent me from Ramsey, but I was engaged, until the last Lord's
day in January, 1892, which day I went, and found the friends desired. 
to hear me again. About this time things were working very unpleasantly 
in my situation at March, which I had held for nearly eleven years. The
Lord's hand I desired to watch, as I knew not what to do nor where to 
go. At one time when at God's mercy-seat, these words came with 
~,Umighty power, "Be still and know I am God," and "I will do it." 
This was so blessed to me, I was enabled to leave the whole matter in 
His hands. 

The Church at Ramsey sought my services, and as opportunity 
1,resented itself I served them. 'fhis led to their inviting me to preach 
for three months with a view to the pastorate ; this I accepted, hopmg the 
Lord's hand was in it, knowing the unsettled state of afia~rs at. March. 
I came to reside here in the December of same year, havmg given up 
my situation. N'"ot seeing my way clear to become their recognized: 
pastor, I continued to serve for given periods until Janua!y 8th, 1895, 
when my recognition took place. (An account of the services appeared 
in the February number of Earthen Vessel J; Gospel Herald for t~at year). 

To take one step at a time, so feeling my way here, I behe~e was 
God's will, und the Lord has upheld me in my labour of love un~il now. 
With great humility I would mention, God has owned my testimo~y; 
He has been pleased to give seals to my ministry and souls for my hire. 
So I still press on in the name of t!ie Lord, looking unto Him from 
whence eometh my help . 
. ~ - BelieYe me to remain, yours in Gospel bonds, 
~: JOHN NORRIS THROHSELL. 

Ramsey, Huntingdonshire. 
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

WONDERFUL THINGs.-No. II. 
A WoNDERFLL RocK. ·wE were speaking about rocks last month, in connection with the 

Eddystone Lighthouse, but we saw how storms and billows made 
even one of these to become "shaky," and unfit to remain as the 
foundation of an important building. Yet roughly speaking rocks are 
looked upon as among the most durable and indestructible oft his world's 
wonders, standing as a rule, age after age, on the dry land, or in the 
sea, the very emblems of strength, security, and defiance. 

Rocks vary greatly from each other, however, according to the 
materials of which they are composed ; some being chiefly formed from 
the lava thrown out from volcanoes, and others consisting of limestone, 
granite, and sandstone, combined with the fossilized remains of animals 
of various kinds. 

The Sinaitic range, we are told, is bright red granite from base to 
summit, interspersed with streaks of green and grey, and most of the 
rocks of Palestine are of- limestone or some similar materials ; there are 
many caverns running through them, and brooklets are often seen 
bubbling out from their stony sides, while olive trees grow upon their 
lofty ridges, and bees swarm in their numerous "clefts." 

In such a country, and witll the wandering life that many of the in
spired writers led, we cannot wonder that rocks are so often referred to. 

The wearied desert traveller would be sure to speak lovingly about 
"The shadow of a great rock in a weary land," as he remembered how he 
had rested beneath such a shelter from the scorching rays of the noon
tide sun. The Israelites would recall what their fathers told them about 
the rocks in the wilderness that were smitten by Moses, when the people 
were famished with thirst, and from which waters gushed out like a 
mighty fountain, and ran like a river beside them all their pilgrim way. 
Nor could David forget h0w many times he had hidden from his enemies 
in a rocky cave, and his life had been preserved ; while taking up the 
same figure the prophet Isaiah could promise the righteous that his place 
of defence should be the munitions of rocks, and that their bread and 
watar should be miraculously supplied. 

The honey that refreshed the fainting Jonathan (1 Sam. xiv.), had 
probably run from the comb down the rocks till it lay upnn the 
ground within his reach, and so they did" suck honey out of the rock," 
and olive " oil out of the flinty rock." 

Rut all this suggested to the spiritual mind a rot!:: infinitely stronger. 
better, and more beneficial than any natural rock could possibly be, 
" The Rock of Ages," the source of " eYer!asting strength." 

Moses was the first who called the God of Israel by this striking and 
emphatic name (see Dent. xxxii. 4 ), " He is the Rock, His work is perfect, 
... a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is He." A.ml 
again, and yet again, in that memorable song the man of God speaks of 
Jehovah as the Rock of Israel's life and salvation. 

Hannah took up the same tit]P in her song of praise for the gift of 
Samuel, "There is none holy as Jehornh, neither is there any Rork like 
our God." 
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And how often in the Psalms the sacred songster triumphed in God 
as "l\ly Rock," "the Rock of my salvation,"" the Rock that is higher 
than I." 

Then Isaiah sings of the Rock of Ages (Isa. xxvi. 4), as we have 
before quoted in this little paper, giving the marginal reading of that 
beautiful text. 

And the apostle Paul tells us that the Rock that supplied the 
Israelites in the desert set forth the Saviour ; that spiritual Rock was the 
Christ, the Lord's anointed One. 

Yes, here indeed is a Rock that is AU-in-all to the believer; a shadow 
from the heat, a shelter from the storm, a-refuge from the enemy, a strong 
habitation, a mighty tower of strength, and a Rock that really yields 
from Himself all supplies of grace and blessing cemparable to water, 
honey, oil and wine. 

No real danger can ever befall those who dwell in the Rock once 
cleft for sinners; no real lack can ever be experienced by those who trust 
in Him. Weary they may be, poor, sorrowful and lonely, but none of 
them shall be desolate, none forsaken, and none shall ever perish who 
confide in Him. 

The hope built here, like the house founded on the rock, can ne'er 
be overthrown, and all who know His name and put their trust in Him 
shall be saved with an everlasting salvation, for He is able to save unto 
the uttermost all who come unto God by Him. Dear reader, where are 
you building, living, resting? What is Jesus Christ to you? 

SHELTER IN THE TIME OF STORM: 
OR, THE SECRET OF CALM IN PERIL. 

Read Acts xxvii. Text-Acts xxvii. 22-24. 

THE terrific storm which raged around the English coasts during the 
e,·ening and night of the last Sunday in November, doing so mu.eh 

damage, and launching immortal souls into eternity-[God be merciful 
and man generous to the widows and orphans !]-led me to a study of 
the abo,·e chapter; after reading which, I invite your investigation of the 
secret of Paul's calm confidence in the midst of the sufferings and peril 
there recorded. 

Let us turn attention more particularly to verses 22-24. What was 
the secret of Paul's calm confidence in the midst of that terrible tempest ? 
The apostle had thrice before experienced the perils of a sea-faring life, 
and had even spent a day and a night lashed to a broken spar 
and tossed by the angry waves. Coolness and calm in the absence 
of danger is natural enough, but its manifestation in the face of tempest 
and storm, surrounded by terror-stricken passengers and crew, is 
sufficiently rare to place it in the ranks of the heroic. The secret lies :-

1. In Paul's consciousness of God's Ownership. '' Whose I am." 
His because He made me ; I am His creature, He my Creator, unto 
whom I o\\'e allegiance and service-" Whom I serve ! " In the word 
•· serye" in this place there is the sense of worship, as in Rom. i. 9 and 
2 Tim. i. 3, in each of which places the same word is used in the original. 
" Wlwse I a1J1 ! Whom I serve ! '' What a gracious acceptance I What 
a blessed smrender ! I belong unto and worship with my spirit the only 
living and true God, whose is the sea and all that therein is, who holds 
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its waters in tb.e hollow of ffoi hand, and who gives and rules botl 1 

storm and calm according to His unerring wisdom and gracion'l purpose. 
"Whose I am I" Hath He not redeemed me? Not with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, but by His own precious blood. I am not my 
own ; I have been bought with the blood of Him "whose I am and 
whom I serve ! " Called by His ,3pirit and His grace, He hath also 
wooed and won me to Himself, and nothing can ever separate me from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus,-not even this storm. 

"He hath won my affections. 
. And bound my soul fast." 

2. Paul was on the right track. It is ever well with the soul, if not 
always congenial to the body, when consciously in the way of the Divine 
appointment, even when that way leads through the furnace or across 
the track of a storm. Paul had desired, even prayed God to take him to 
Rome, but little did he think the journey would be made after this 
fashion. Handcuffed to a Roman soldier, who was changed every four 
hours for another ; through privations, sufferings and perils which 
language fails to portray ; yet it was the right way, and in it how 
wonderful to behold all things working together for good. In this case 
the crew and passengP,rs are given unto the apostle [see verses 24 and 
37] ;. not a life was lost, they escaped all saff to land. 

" God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform ; 

He plants His footsteps in the sea 
And rides upon the storm." 

3. He was a prayerful man, wets Paul, and now especially did he 
realise its restfulness and power. I take it that his "old man" was as 
frightened as the rest on board that'old corn ship, and that it took much 
prayer to keep him down and prevent him from getting the upper hand. 
But, glory be to God, the answer came,-" Fear not, Paul ! " When 
the Lord commands, all fears may then literally and actually be given 
to the winds, for the Divine command carries with it Divine enabling. 

4. He was a believing man. God was his shelter (Psa. lxi. 3) and 
very present help in the midst of peril. Yes, he was a man of faith
" I believe God" (ver. 25). In the holy confidence of faith in his 
Lord, he could stand forth bold and fearless in the midst of the storm. 
exhorting his trembling fellows to be of good cheer. 

5. He had a clear conscience. His better self was master, his lower 
self subservient. He rejoiced in a good conscience, through the 
blood of Christ, by which it was purged, and his soul set at happy 
liberty in the loving service of the living and true God. He had not 
exercised himself dailv to have a conscience void of offence towards God 
and towards man for.nothing. Now, in the time of suffering and peril. 
he reaps tb.e good fruit of that holy effort, standing there as he does. 
erect and fearless, on a creaking old corn ship, in the midst of men with 
quaking hearts and trembling knees, whilst the billows roar and rush 
like furies all around. In the darkness arid terror, there was a calm 
light in his soul which no adverse wind could extinguish. 

Here, then, dear reader, is this secret of the Lord, which is with 
them that fear Him. May it be yours and mine, and may untold 
nuinbers learn it, too, through His grace, by His Spirit, in His Son. 
Amen. S.ureEL B.-1.NKS. 

Orpington, Dec., 1897. 
E 
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A PAPER ON THE TRINITY. 
BY l. C. JOHNSON, 

THE word Trinity is not to be fonnd in the Old Testament, nor in 
the New, but that which is understood by it is very clearly revealed 

in both. 
It is a great mystery, and cannot be comprehended by mankind; 

indeed it is doubtful whether angelic intelligencies in heaven know more 
flbout it than the saints on earth, for it is by the Church these powers 
in the heavenlies do leam the manifold wisdom of God (Eph. iii. 10). 

It is a subject too deep for human reason to fathom, and too high for 
angelic reach. For-

" To comprehend the great Thee-One, 
Is more than highest angel can, 

Or what the Trinity bath done, 
From death and hell to ransom man. 

But this true Christians all may boast, 
A truth from nature never learned, 

That Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
To save our souls are all concerned." 

It is, however, a doctrine to be received and believed in as a part of the 
education of Christians, for without such an education by the Spirit of 
God we must for ever be ignorant of the true object of worship. Paul 
the apostle was anxious concerning the Colossians to whom he wrote, 
being desirous that they might be comforted and brought, not to the 
comprehension, but to the aclrnowledgment of the mystery of God, and 
of the Father, and of Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge (Col. ii. 2). · , 

Here we have a Trinity set forthi God the Holy Ghost ; God the 
Father ; and Christ, who is the Son of God. Whilst Jehovah has been 
pleased to reveal Himself in the unity of the Divine essence (Deut. vi. 
4) : " Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord," yet it is clear that 
He subsists in a Trinity of Persons, for we have the Person of the Father 
(Heb. i. 3) God the Son is described as the express image of the person of 
the Father. That Christ the Son of God is a person, the apostle ( 2 Cor. ii. 
10) says, "If I forgaye anything I forgave it in the person of Christ." 
And Pilate regarded Christ as a person, for he said, " I am innocent of 
the blood of this just person." And there are no fewer than 48 personal 
pronouns in Isa. liii. a ( chapter of only 12 verses) relating to the person 
of Christ Jesus, or God the Son. As to the personality of the Holy Spirit 
in Isa. 40, there are ten personal pronouns referring to Him within the 
compass of six verses. That there is a plurality of persons in the God
head was made known to the sons of men very early in the world's 
history. God said (Gen. i. 20), "Let us make man in our own image,' 
after our likeness. So God created man in His own image, in the 
imao-e of God created He him." Notice the change of the pronouns 
fro~ the plural our to the singular He and His, shewing singularity of 
essence and plurality of persons. The word God in the original is a 
plural noun, "Elohim." The creation and formation of man is the work 
of the Holy Three. 

The great and incommunicable name Je-ho-vah is always in the 
singular number, and is never used plurally, because it is expressive of 
His essence, which is one. 
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The word Jehovah expresses the fact, that " He was, that He is, and 
that He is to come ; the Almighty." The plurality of persons in the 
Godhead in Gen. iii. 22 is seen. For when Adam had transgressed 
the divine command, "The Lord God said, Behold the man is become 
as one of us, to know good and evil." And when men began to build 
the Tower of Babel God determined to punish their pride and vain 
glory by confounding their language and speech ; so said, " Go to, let ns 
go down and confound their language." 

That there is a Trinity is made clear by the words, " For there are 
three that bear record in heaven : the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost; and these three are one" (1 John v. 7). The essence one, the 
persons three. "A Triune God, distinct in persons, yet in essence one 
incomprehensible." The Church of England creed is right in saying 
the Father is God ; the Son is God ; and the Holy Ghost is God ; yet 
.there are not three Gods but one God. That the Father is God we see 
i:a Heb. i: "God (that is the Father) who at sundry times and in diverR 
manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, bath in 
these last days spoken unto us by His Son." Here is evidently a 
plurality. The Father speaks of and to His Son. .And the Son's 
.equality with the Father is shewn in the third verse : " Who being the 
brightness of His glory and the express image of His Person," is set forth 
as an object for worship, for the Father said, "Let all the angels of God 
worship Him;" and that we might not mistake His dignity, the Father 
addresses Him, saying, " Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever" 
(Heb. i. 8). Then if we turn to the gospel by John (chap. i.) we read. 
'' In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. All things were made by Him." Here is evidently a 
distinction in the persons. We have a Person who was with God, and 
was essentially Himself God, being the Son of God. 

The personality of the Father as distinct from the Person of the 
Son is seen in that the Lord Jesus when on earth spali:e of His Father 
about 40 times in two or three chapters in John. Again, in that beautiful 
-chapter where Jesus speaks of going away to the Father, He comforts 
His sorrowing disciples by saying, "I will pray the Father and He will 
give you another Comforter who shall abide with you for e,er." Now 
we have clearly and unmistakeablv a Trinity, of Persons set before us in 
the Scriptures. Jesus the Son of God, who is one Person, prays to the 
Father, who is a~other Person, that He should give you a third Person, 
who is styled the Comforter. Here we have a Trinity of Pe!"sons and 
aa.11 engaged in the matter of salvation. 

A Trinity was manifest at the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
who is the Son of God ; John ,vas baptizing Him in the waters of 
Jordan, when the Father spake from heaven saying, "This is }Iy 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." The Holy Ghost was there 
Qn the form of a dove, and abode upon Him. Thus the glorious Trinity 
•Of divine persons graced the ordinance of baptism, expressing thl" 
iJ:1lleasure of the Father at the act of the Son in the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. Now as Jesus is our pattern it become~ all believers in 
Him to follow in His footsteps by being baptized in the Nt1.me of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. _\nd as our heavenly 
l◄'ather was well pleased with His Son in that important act of sub
mission, He will also be pleased with th-0se who imitate Jesus by 
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being obedient to the dh-ine command, for He hath said, "If ye lorn 
Me keep my commandment." The 1.'rinity is taught us by Jesus when 
"·ith the woman at the well of Samaria. He tells her, that the true 
worshipper worships the Father in Spirit and in truth. Here Jesus is 
one person, He speaks of the Father, another person, and of the Spirit, a 
third person. 

In John xi.-. He speaks of the Father and the Comforter. In John 
XL ,Jesus speaks of Himself as the True Vine and His Father eB the 
Husbandman, and at the 26th. ver. speaks of another person, the Com
forter. (John xvi.) He says they have not known the Father nor Me 
(the Son). He says, I must go away or the Comforter will not come. 
He. the Spirit of Truth, shall guide you into all truth. Then we have 
the Apostle Paul's token of his epistles or Benediction. 1st, The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ( one person) ; 2nd, And the love of 
God (the Father) (another person) ; and 3rd, the communion of the 
Holy Ghost (a third person) (2 Cor. ii. 14). 

A.gain to the Thessalonians (1 Thess. iii. 11), "Now God Himself 
(the Holy Spirit) and (our Father) a distinct person, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ direct our way unto you." 

It is well to remember that each of the divine persons possesses like 
perfections, or attributes; viz., Eternity, Infinity, Omnipotence, 
Omnipresence, Omnicience, Immortality, Immutability, Faithfulness, 
and Lo.e, for God is Love. 

It is remarkable that so many trinities should present themselves to 
the careful student of the Scriptures. For example, the peBtor's.text on 
Wednesday evening last, John xiii. 17, " If ye know these things happy 
are ye if ye do them." A casual reader would not perceive a trinity of 
ideas therein, but he showed us that there was expressed, 1st, Knowledge ; 
2nd, Obedience; 3rd, Happiness, as the result of obedience. There 
are many trinities. Take 1st, Ruin by the Fall ; 2nd, Redemption 
by Jesus Christ ; and 3rd, Regeneration by the Holy Ghost. Then 
yesterday, to-day, and for evermore. 

There are the . three stages of the believer's experience : a state of 
nature, a state of grace, and in reserve, a state of glory. We have set 
before us the chief graces, Faith, Hope, and Charity, or Love. Angels, 
men and devils, three orders of beings. One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism. · 

We have, moreover, a trinity of orders of men distinct from each 
other of which the world is made up, the Jews, the Gentiles, and the 
Church of God (1 Cor. x. 32). The examples are too numerous to be 
produced in a short paper. 

But let us never forget that God in the Trinity of His persons and 
in the unity of His essence is the only true and proper object of worship 
by the mediation of the Christ of God. Amen. 

[The foregoing was written by request and read by the writer, Mr. I. C. 
Johnson, at the opening of the winteT session of the pastor's (Mr. C. 
Guy's) Bible-class on the evening of the first Monday in Novembe1\ 
H,97, at Zoar Chapel, Gravesend.] 

Gud is a debtor to none but Himself; but when He gives an absolute 
promise He eu;,;·age~ Himself to fulfil it, anti places His rnracity at stake. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY M . .A. J. 

Our gracious keeper.-Psa.. mod. 5. 

THIS is said to be the traveller's Psalm, and as such it is adapted to 
every stage of his journey. The journey of life is varied and fnll 

: of changes, new scenes and fresh objects meet us at every turn. Those 
who have travelled far along the rugged path, know full well its many 
-dangers, trials, and temptations. They also know the weakness of human 
nature, and how unfit and inadequate to gain victory over difficulties in 
and of themselves. The truths set forth in this Psalm meet the needs of 
weary, footsore travellers ; from it they can gather strength for the 
journey, and peace for the heart. One truth must suggest itself to us a8 
we plod along,-God remembers u.~, yes, and He does not look upon us 
as giants but as dust, and well does He remember that we who are in 
" this tabernacle do groan, being burdened." " The Lord is thy keeper." 

. Delightful statement ! As we reflect, it gives rise to this thought
God has engaged to be our keeper. This means that every child of God, 
during his journey through life, shall be under Divine protection at all 
.times. Israel, when in the wilderness, was thus protected and led ; and 
does not God still favour His eternally loved ones ; God will not, under 
any circumstances, entrust His holy ones to the care of another. 

We often rejoice in " the exceeding great and precious promises " 
.given. May we not rejoice in the endearing names by which God has 
'. graciously revealed Himself : names that imply the tenderest relation
ships, and are calculated to afford infinite strength to the soul while pass
ing through the valley of Bacca. How gra,ndly these sublime truths 
blend together in this Psalm, forming a rich casket of goodly pearls of 
immense value ; and to us they are of invaluable help. As we dive into 

. their depths, and discover the mines of wealth, we cannot fail to gather 
strength for the day's engagements. One thing is certain. we are not 
engaged in a conflict at our own peril. We are not our own keepers. 
The secret of the Christian's power is to be still-to trust alone in the 

·mighty God'.-He fights our battles, and gives us the honour of victory. 
GOD IS .A.BLE TO KEEP HIS S.AINTS. 

This in itself is a sweet truth ; and deep down in the heart there is 
a glad response to this truth. The great lessons of revelation, doctrine, 
and experience, harmonize in deepening this impression. " He is able ! " 
Yes, and willing too. To-day we are on the journey, our path lies along 
.a dubious road, the world is hostile to us. Satan, the arch ticcttser, is 
opposed, our nature weak, timid and corrupt : yet we have certain con
·victions, hopes and expectations. We know that Infinite goodness has 
provided a glorious inheritance-a perfect rest-a beautiful home. We 

. know that eternal love redeemed us, and sovereign unmerited grace called 
and saved us, and has brought us into fellowship with the Father and Son. 
Yet when we look at self, and view self in weakness, surrounded by many 
adverse circumstances, and bmdened by infirmities, we are fearful that 
we shall never reach the home, or receive an entrance into the joy _of our 
Lord. Hush! poor doubting soul, God is able to keep thee. He who 
contrived the way will lead thee along it. Infinite wisdom knows all your 
needs. God is acquainted with all your difficulties. He knows full well 
all you lack, and to all His people " He giveth more grace.'' l>o note 
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this precious wot·d~" more grar-e," all the grace you need for daily service, 
and still more grace to follow : every grace you receive, brings this 
assuring promise of more to follow. 

My brother, Infinite pow&r conducts ns safely through all opposing 
forces. He will fight our battles, and laud you safely on the eternal shores 
in splendid triumph, by presenting you faultless before His throne with 
grea.t joy. For God is able. Never heed thy foes; think more of thy friends [ 

GOD HAS ENGAGED TO KEEP HIS SAINTS. 

This thought has been the joy of saints in all ages-from the time of 
Moses down to that of John at Patmos. This thought proves to be the 
joy of our hearts to-day ! It will be seen in promises made first to the 
Lord Jesus Himself, that God has engaged to keep His people. To His. 
Son the Father promised that, " He shall see of the travail of His soul 
and shall be satisfied." In this Divine promise surely it is not difficult. 
to see the engagement on God's part in keeping and preserving His chosen 
people, and preserving them in Christ Jesus unto eternal glory. It was. 
in the confidence of this thought we are considering that Hannah in her 
song could so joyously express-" He will keep the feet of His saints." 
It was Job's consolation amidst great sufferings-" the righteous shall 
hold as his way." It was this endearing thought that stimulated Isaiah 
-" Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands." Such 
words bring the glad assurance that " no weapon formed against thee 
shall prosper." 

Fellow-traveller, be assured of this-God has engaged to keep thee "as. 
the apple of His eye." Our Lord declares that '' no man shall pluck thee 
out of His hand." Hence in the light of these promises, the beautiful 
inspiring words fall upon our hearts, " Fear not, little flock, it is your 
Father"s good pleasure to give unto you the kingdom:" How appropriately 
does the triumphant language of the apostle come m here. I mean the
bold challenge he gave to the Church at Rome, "Who shall lay anything 
to the charge of God's elect ? " " Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ ? " True, there may be afflictions-but God is with us ! 
there may be tribulations, but God will deliver us. In all, through all. 
God has engaged to keep us. 

GOD HAS AND WILL KEEP HIS SAINTS. 

There ha,e been clouds of darkness, nights of sorrow, many trials in 
the past. Some have waded through deep waters; your frail bark has been 
tossed from wave to wave upon the billows of the deep, yet you have not 
been overwhelmed-" the Lord Jehovah has been the strength of your 
song, and the joy of your heart." Ail you review the past, you may 
prove the sweetness of that one word-God has brought you THROUGH all. 

As we look into the future, we do so with confidence in God, that 
as in the past, so in the future, He will keep us. He will not forsake, 
for " the mountains may depart, and the hills be removed, but My kind
ness shall not depart from thee.'' 

" Fear not, I am with thee, 0 be not dismayed I 
Oh, I am thy God, and will still give thee aid ; 
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.'' 

Cl,rist is lwaYen's wouder, aud the world's great sacrifice; God's gift, and 
tJ,c., Cl,nreli·s tYerlasting portiou.-Jennei·. 
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GOLDEN VIALS FULL OF INCENSE. 
BY W. JEYES STYu:s, 

Aiith<Yr of "A Manual of Faith and Practice." 
"And when He received the book, the four living creature• and the twenty-four elder, 

(who e!LCh had harp• and golden vials full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
ealnts) fell down before the Lamb."-Rev. v. 8. 

THus, it is suggested, this important verse can be best presented in English. 
The original, by a peculiarity of construction which need not be discussed, 
seems to indicate that the "elders " only had "harps" and "vials." This it 
is sought to show by a re-arrangement of the words. 

The passage occurs in the description of a vision, setting forth in highly 
symbolical language the induction of the dear Redeemer to unfrersal dominion. 
He receives " the book of government" ( James Wells), the contents of which 
He undertakes to actualise, as the pre-ordained periods for their fulfilment 
progressively arrive. Joy fills the hearts of the heavenly intelligencies that 
the once-slain Lamb should be thus honoured and exalted. Hence the 
" living creatures " and '' the elders " prostrate themselves before Him an,l 
rapturously sing the "new song" of verses 9 and 10. 

Whom the "living creatures'' symbolise remains a matter of debate. 
Whether they stand for Christian ministers, as our brother R. E. Sears, with 
Dr. Gauntlet, supposes: or "the whole creation," as the Bishop of Ripon, Dr. 
W. Boyd Carpenter, and Dr. Milligan in the '' Expositor's Bible" inform us: 
or the "elect angels," which is the writer's personal conviction-does not. 
however, now concern us. The "elders," it is generally agreed, represent the 
Church of God in its entirety, and as such we will now regard them. 

Our enquiry relates solely to the "vials"* of incense held by the elders. 
The phrase is so difficult that not a few commentators have shown their 
wisdom by evading it, while other expositions are so vague as to express 
nothing definite. James Wells, with Dr. Gill and the Bishop of Ripon, regards 
the prayers symbolised by the incense as the personal petitions of the elders 
themselves, or rather of the saints on earth, of whom these are the representa
tives, and advances somewhat trite truisms upon the purity, the sa"\our of 
Christ, and the fervour and fulness of heart which the symbols suggest and 
which characterise all prayers that are heard in heaven. Remarks like these, 
though edifying, do not, it must be admitted, touch the difficulties which so 
many feel in connection with the passage. There is, therefore, room for its 
re-consideration. 

!.-Some, on a casual and cursory examination of the words, have thought 
that they substantiate the Romish doct1·i11e of the intercession of deceased saints. 
Holy beings in the heavenly sphere are (it has been supposed) here repre
sented, as presenting the supplications of sinners Oil earth to Christ, who is 
Himself too august and remote to be more directly approached and appealed 
to. This, however, may readily be shown to be untenable. The petitions in 
question are those of the saints-namely, accredited professors of religion, not 
of fallen and estranged sinnei·s whom grace is impelling to seek mercy in their 
first prayers to God. The elders did not bear censei·s of incense, but viab, 
and so contrast in a marked manner with the Lord Jesus, the Angel-Priest of 
chap. viii. 3, who had a "censer with much incense," which he added to the 
prayers of all saints, perfuming and presenting them and thus procuring their 
acceptance with God. Nor are these elders said to make intercession, or to 
urge any reason why the prayers in question should receive the Saviour·s 
gracious attention. Yet, further, Rome's doctrine is that a few only of the 
pious dead, who are technically hilt most erroneollsly in thfs sense style<"! 
"saints,"' are employed in heaven to solicit a favourable recept10n fer prayers 
lltttered on earth. The twenty-four elders, however, evident!): repres~n_t uut 
a select minority, bnt an aggregate-a company considered m its entirety. 

• Neither "vi>tl" n01· .. bowl" ,ippenrs to represent the idea of_ t_he original. "~ raised 
fruit-dish on ttn ordinary dessert fable is perhaps the most fam1\utr modern obJect b)· 
which the fom1 of the Greek "phial" or lhe Roman "patertt" can be 11lustrttted. 
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This i~ fatal to the idea that the (so-called) Saints Alban, Andrew, Auuc, 
A ng;nstin, Bridget, George, Peter, Patrick, and the rest-are intended. More
o,-er, it l'Ontmdicts_ the express assertion tliat " there is one Mediator (to the 
exclusion of all others) between God and men-the Man Christ Jesus." 

II.-A view substantially identical with that given on page 375 of the 
EARTHEX YE~5EL for 18\17 is held by many Protestants. In the well-known 
'' Critica I and Experimental Commentary " we are informed that the godly dead 
in h~ai•en "are e,nployed by God to pi·esent otir pi-ayei·s." Thus A. R. l!'aussett, 
A.l\L, explains the passage. In the notes of Albert Barnes we are further told 
"that the representatives of the Church in heav:en (the elders) spoken of as 
•priests' (ver. 10) -are (here) described as officiating in the temple above, on 
behalf of the Church still below, and as offering incense while the Church is 
engaged in prayer." This he deems "the only correct interpretation." These 
able writers are indeed more cautious than the author of the paragraph in 
question, and avoid the extreme literalism and detail which, even those who 
hold this opinion must admit, detract from its V!!.lue. Mr. Fausset, for 
example, concedes that the office of the elders is performed " in some way 
11n"'1101cn to us," and Barnes says of his interpretation that "it seems to be the 
only obvious one." The sterling Protestantism of these good men none would 
question. Mr. Fausset distinctly disassociates his exposition from affinity 
with the Romish error of our offering prayer to and thi·ough deceased saip.ts. 
Seeing, too, that Barnes in his several English editions received the sanction 
of snch editors as Ingram Cobbin, Dr. Cumming, Samuel Green, and Dr. 
Il:enderson -no unworthy representatives of the three principa.l denominations 
of Protestant Dissenters-it would be unfair to impute Papistical tendencies 
to those who entertain a view which has received such respectable suppQrt. 

The objections to it are, however, so formidable as to be insuperable. 
Some are identical with those already urged against the first, or Papal inter
pretation. The elders did not present or offer the prayers. mentioned-the 
incense-laden bowls were in themselves fragrant, and it is ·not said that th~ rich 
perfume was burning and emitting odorous smoke to render these prayers 
acceptable to Christ. The priests of old, again, stood while interceding; these 
prostrated themselves. before the Lamb. The priesthood of believers indeed 
eomprehends interceding foi· men (1 Tit. ii. 3), hut the presentation by one 
man of another's prayers either on earth or in heaven, has no support in the 
Bible. The elders certainly did not vocalise or reiterate the petitions re:f;erred 
to, in fact they are represented as being absolutely silent concerning them. 
Their harps they doubtless employed to accompany their song; their bowls of 
incense they must, therefore, have laid mutely before the Lamb ere striking 
the celestial strings, for which both hands would be assuredly needed. In a 
word, the symbols when examined, do not sustain the idea. 

Moreover, it is contrary to the analogy of faith. Were this view correct, 
there are, when all is said (as a recent letter to.the editor happily expresses it) 
"subordinate mediators " between Christ and sinners. This would make so 
terrible a lesion in the harmonious testimony of the Scriptures of truth as to 
render the exposition inadmissible. 

III.-A third opinion, to which the writer as the result of his own indepen
dent study has been led, is with humility and deference advanced. The prayers 
in question were those ·' of the saints," not "of all the saints," as in chapter 
,-iii. 3, 4_ The petitions of some only of God's suppliants are therefore 
intended, and possibly not all the prayers of these. What saints and what 
prayers are meant? This is our enquiry. Our reply is, the wiansicei·edprayers 
,~f those saints who had liced and died prior to the epoch of this 1;ision. 

Chapters iv. and v. are evidently prefatory to the further contents of the 
book. They do not predict what was hereafter to happen, but symb?l!<:a!ly 
describe what had occurred when Jesus formally accepted the re8pons1b1hties 
.aud duties which devolved upon Hirn as the Master and Monarch of all things. 
Hence this vision does not portray what would take place from that date to 
tlie end of tiine, and the prayers could not be those of God's elect people who 
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were then umegenerate or unborn. We are therefore shut up to the idea 
expressed above. In all previous ages Gori had had a praying people. }IillionH 
-of petitions had ascended to His throne. All had been liearrl: many had 
·.remained unanswered. David had asked that " the whole earth might be 
filled with His glory." Doubtless every inspired prophet harl heen mover! to 
tum his predictions into petitions. Isaiah, for example, had besought that the 
scattered children of Israel might be gathered one by one, and the Gentiles 
brought to trust in the coming Messiah. Unanswered prayers are living 
things; their record is on high. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will ensnre 
what faith has asked for, though He may reserve the blessing. Many of the 
petitions of Old Testament saints could not have been fulfilled till '' the 
government" was actually'· on the shoulders" of the ascended Saviour. It. is 
therefore appropriate that He should be reminded of favours which He had 
long since been besought to grant. "Lord, remember David," his vows and 
his prayers, so prayed another saint some years after he had '· fallen on 
·sleep " (Psa. cxxxii. 1). Lord, remember these fragrant, ancient, and long 
unanswered prayers of Thy saints, was, it is submitted, the meaning of the mute 
action of the elders in our verse. 

Lastly, we may in spirit emulate their holy action. Luther i~ dead, but 
·.bis prayers for the downfall of Pupery abide. Calvin is dead, but his prayers 
for the extension of the truth for which he lived and laboured survive him. 
·The martyrs of the sixteenth century were hounded out of the world, but 
Heaven forgets not how they bes_ought that England might be freed from. 
Rome's vile tyrauny. 

Stevens, Murrell. Wells, Foreman, Palmer, Wright. Hazelton, Collins, 
-Cooper, true saints if ever saints trod this sinful earth, prayed for their 
several Churches, for the people they loved, for the cause of God and His 
Gospel. Their prayers were sweetly perfumed and indisputably accepted: are 
they yet answered? Alas! no. Men with a little top learning who have 
nothing of the true knowledge which these possessed, are in the ascendancy. 
Wolves scatter the sheep. Our distinctive doctrines are but little considered. 
·Confederacy with men of error is openly practised. Our prayers are faint, few, 
and feeble, but we may present theirs. which were as fragrant incense to the 
Lord, Most Holy: nor will Jesus allow them eventually to fail of their 
fulfilment. 

BAPTISTS-WHAT ABOUT THE}!? 
Sei·ial Papers on Baptist Hist?ry, Principles, Practices, Ch11rches, 

and Men.-XVIII. 
BY SAMUEL BANKS. 

llAPTIST PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICEe-(Oouliirned), 

WHAT about tlie children? It is desirable that here and now we should ask 
and endP.avom correctly to answer the question, " What is our position as 
Baptists (both in principle and practice) with regard to infants and little 
children?" 

First, let me relate two true stories. No. 1: Our revered friend, Dr. 
Angus, in a letter to me, said that "in Jamaica the Baptist missionaries used 

-to take the infants into the pulpit and pray over them, which met a natural 
and divine craving in the hearts of the people. But it became a superstition, 
not unlike infant baptism itself, and they gave it over, sttbstituting for it a 
family prayer-meeting at the home.'' No. 2: Upon a time a (so-called) 
Calvinistic minister was staying awhile at the house of a friend, little children 
being included in the household. At family prayer it was notice,! that he 
omitted to pray at all for the children. Upon being <1uestioned concerning 
the omission, his reply was to the effect that he knew not wht>ther some, ur 
all, or none of the children were in tlie election of grnee, therefore, as the 
Lord alone lmoweth them that are Ilis, and where and when and how to firnl 
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and fetch them, it was unnecessary and would be futile to pray for these 
children. 

Let me ask all friends who have not yet read the sermon on " Infant 
Salvation'' (published in small booklet form), by the late Mr. James Wells, to 
get it and read it without delay. 

I may safely say that the common belief of all Baptists ( any isolated 
exceptions would but serve to pro,·e the rnle) is that infants and little children 
taken from time into eternity are taken to be with Christ. which is far better, 
for " of such is the kingdom of heaven." They are received into the heavenly 
and eternal habitations, as the case may be. either without or notwith
standing the erroneous semi-Pagan nonsense of infant sprinklin·g, o~ even 
infantine immersion, as in the Greek Church, for which uncalled-for and 
improper ceremony the dear little innocents themselves may well be held 
guiltless. 

The Baptists of all shades of thought believe in and regularly and con
sistently practise, prayer for their children-both as parents, Sunday-school 
teachers, pastors, and evangelists. God forbid that we should cease to 
pray for them-so long as we have breath to pray with and children to 
pray for. 

Our usual practice in regard to mothers and new-born babes is this : the 
first time the mother is well and strong enough to get out, the child is brought 
by or with her to the assembly at the time for public worship. The minister 
is apprised of their presence and the parents' desire. In the course of the 
united prayer the congregation join with the parents in thanksgiving and 
praise to Almighty God both for the life spared and the life given, praying 
that the child may grow up to 1·eceive11.nd be made a blessing, and to be mani
fested by the grace and power of the Divine Spirit, as a child of God and 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven, through Jesus Christ our Saviour and ever
living Lord. 

Then again, as concerning their upbringing, we most heartily desire and 
seek to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, both as 
teachers in the Sabbath-school connected with the assembly and as parents in 
the home. 

"God bless the little children- God bless the little children, 
The angels at the door ! Who cheer our saddest hours, 

The music sweet of little feet And shame our fears for future years, 
That patter on the floor. And give us winter flowers. 

God bles;; the little children 
Whom he1·e no more we see, 

Fled from their nest, and gone to rest, 
Where we desire to be." 

Orpington, Jl!'nnary. 1898. 

THE LATE MR. EDWARD CASEY, OF CHESHUNT 
( For 25 years .Jfiniste1· of the Gospel, who entered into 1·est Nov. 11th, 1897 

aged 57 yeai·s). 
'' The memory of the jnst is blessed." 

THE riches of sovereign grace were sweetly displayed in Mr. E. Casey's 
conversion, bis call to the ministry, and his subsequent labours. He was born 
January 12th, 184-0, at Old Ford, Bow. His father, a most godly man, a 
preacher of tl.te Gospel of the grace of God, was called suddenly away at the 
age of forty-four. Many times most earnestly he prayed that God would 
have mercy upon his son, as his conduct, and the company he went amongstr 
being very fond of dancing, was a great trial to him, and ofttimes, most 
kindly and affectionately, did he reprove him, saying, "My boy, living and 
dying in the state you are in, hell will be your portion." . 

At lengtl, the appointed time arrived for Edward Casey to be called by 
grace ; the suddeu death of his father being made the means, under the power 
of the Holy Ghost, to make him feel deeply concerned about his never dying 
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soul, which was in the year 1863, and HO manifest was the change that it 
was gt·eatly marked by all around him. 

He wns bapti?;ed at Blnckmore, by Mr. Trotman, after which he became a 
member and deaco:i at the Strict Baptist cause at Brentwood, where his dear 
wife's father, Mr. Nathan Warner, used to preach. 

In the year 1878 he removed to Cheshnnt and joined the Strict Baptist 
Church at Waltham Abbey, under the pastorate of the late Mr. William 
Winters, where he filled the office of deacon, secretary, anrl trustee, when he· 
had an invitation to take the pastorate at Walkern, Herta., and remained for 
seven yearij, since which time he has supplied various Churches. 

When first exercised about the ministry what deep exercise of soul and 
many sleepless nights it caused him, as he felt the most unlikeliest to stand up 
in the Lord's name, although many friendij felt that the Lord had a work for 
him to do. But one night especially he told the Lord he could not go, as he 
Rtuttered so in his speech, when the Lord applied these words with power, 
'' Aaron thy brother can speak well" (Exodus iv.14), which set him at liberty, 
as he felt and knew that his Elder Brother, Jesus Christ, could speak well, and 
from that time 

HE CEASED TO STUTTER, 

and from thence has gone forth to tell out what he has felt, tasted and 
handled of the word of life. 

God was indeed good in so manifesting His love and mercy to him the 
last month of his life; it was the crowning act of His love towards him. 

On the 5th of October (Tuesday evening), when sitting in his room, the 
Lord broke in upon his soul with these words, "For He shall stand at the 
right hand of the poor to save him from those that condemn his soul " 
(Psalm cix. 31), which so fitted him, and said he had not had such a blessing 
for the last fifteen years, and felt on retiring to rest that He could both lay 
him down and sleep, for the Lord made him to dwell in safety. 

On the 31st of October he started ·from his home to go to Peterborough• 
When not many minutes' walk from Cheshunt Station he felt unwell and had 
to be driven home. Writing to a dear friend at Peterhorough, after explaining 
all about the attack, there was this sentence, "l felt very weak all night; if I 
could have reached you on Sunday morning would have ventured. I had been 
very much blessed, I hope, in the week, and especiaUy on Friday night, in my 
own soul, and I told the dear Lord I did want to see Him face to face, and I 
thought when taken, that want was about to be realised, but felt I wanted to go 
and tell my friends and brethren a little of the goodness and mercy of God to 
me, a sinful worm, as I had anticipated having a good day with you on the 
Sabbath, but feel 'it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps ' as 'the 
steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and he delighteth in His way.'" 

On Wednesday evening, Nov. 3rd., he went to Kensal Rise (where he 
stood in membership), his eldest son accompanied him, and preached from, 
"Received 1,1p into glory" (1 Timothy iii. 16), which was marked by a!l who 
heard him, most of them saying and feeling that he was very near his journey's 
end. 

On the following Sabbath, Nov. 7th, he preached at Red Hill, taking his 
text (this being his last) from, "Behold I stand at the door and knock" 
(Revelation iii. 20), and expressed with great confidence on parting with a 
friend that " if that was his last night upon earth he should go to heaven.'' 

On Thursday, Nov. 11th, he left his home for Turnford, being about a 
mile and half, where he superintended a brickfield, and was returning home 
about half-past four in the afternoon, but had not proceeded far when, feeling 
unwell, he hailed a cart, which happened to be passing, and was permitted to 
r~ach his home, when he managed to sit on his armchair greatly struggling for 
his breath, after which he was enabled to get on the couch, and breathed out 
t.o his dear wife, "I am dying," "Thy will be done," and passed away about 
live o'clock, having· been in his home not more than tfre minutes. 

On Tuesday, No,•. lGth, all that was mortal was interred in Cheshunt 



5(i THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

Cemotery, Mr. Painter, of Oxfordshire, 0Hiciating, singing in the chapel hiR 
fa,·0urite hymn (Dr. Doddridge's) ".Jesus, I love Thy charming name," hi!! 
favourite tune,'' Arabia,'' and around the grave one of John Kent's, "In hope 
of life eternal given,'' a great number of friends from all parts being present. 

On the followillg Sabbath, Mr. Palmer, pastor of "Ebenezer," Waltham 
Abbey, preached from the departed's last words, "Thy will be done," his 
dear wife. and family being present . 

. He is now realising that much-loved hymn of Mrs. Sturton's (170, Denham'R 
6election) which he so often ,1uoted :-

" X o more shall we mourn I Bnt ever behold Thee 
That Thy face Thou·rt ,·oncealing, Fresh gl_ories revealing, 
Xo Satan, no sin, I Amen, Hallelujah I 
Base intruclers below ; Come, Lord, even so." 

SYD:-IBY liASON, son-in-law, on behalf of MRS. CASEY. 

THE LATE RICHARD ASH . HUXHAM 
WAS born at Totness, Devon, where he spent his youth, and there he com
menced his ministry, continuing in the pastorate of the Baptist Church some 
fourteen years, afterwards removing to Borough Green, Kent. He also 
ministered for about two years at Chelmsford, then became the pastor 'nt 
Rattlesden, Suffolk, for six years, and finally for. four years at Aldringham. 
His health and strength failing he removed to Stowmarket, and for the past 
four years has been quite laid aside, <luring two of these confined to the hou~e 
and helpless. So long as he could read the Bible was his chief companion, 
and when a brother would call and pray with him he would thank him anrl. 
add his hearty Amen . . 

But for the last twelve months softening of the brain set in, which deprived 
him from reading, writing, or even thinking coherently. 

"Many times," writes his devoted wife, "I heard him say to his medical 
attendant, 'Doctor, I want to go home.' A few days before his death, while 
sitting by his side and finding him conscious, I said, 'You can now die, dear, 
on those truths you used to delight to speak of.' 'Yes, I can,' he replied. 
'And you can leave nie in the Lord's hands.' 'Yes, that I can.' For the last 
few days he .was quite unconscious and slept away without a struggle. As I 
looked on him just as the spirit left the clay tabernacle the words came to 
me:-

.. ' Absent from flesh, oh, blissful thought, 
I shall be near and like my God.' 

This was on Thursday, the 16th of December, at the age of 72.'' 
His body was borne to the Cemetery by several of the deacons of the 

Stowmarket Church, l\fr. Bland committing it to the grave. Mr. C. Broome 
engaged in prayer, and several of the Suffolk pastors were present. 

THE LATE ~IR. CHARLES LAMBOURNE .. 
BY HIS BROTHER JOHN. 

MY brother Charles was born at Mapledurham, a picturesque village on the 
the bank of the Ri\·er Thames, in Oxfordshire, in the year 1818. So that on 
the 1st Nov., 1897, he entered on his 80th year and was spared only to see the 
commencement of the present year, passing away Sunday night at ten minutes 
to 12 o'clock, Jan. 2, 1898. 

In his early days he went to live at Wallingford, Berkshire, where he, 
although very young, led the singing at the Baptist Chapel ; and, at the same 
time, the Lord began a work of grace in his heart, making him feel the evil 
of sin and a little of the misery of being without hope in the world, and while 
thus under severe conviction, Mr. Warburton, from Trowbridge, came to 
preach at the Chapel on a week night, and took these words for his text, "To 
whom coming as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of 
God aud precious" (1 Peter ii. 4), and while l\lr. Warburton was describing 
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tho coming sinner, the burdens rolled away down into the sepulchre and never 
had a resurrection. But all this had to be tried hundreds of times in variouH 
ways, but grace stands every storm and lives at last. 

My brother had many changes, removing to Kingston, in Surrey, where no 
placo could he find for the sole of the foot. He journeyed to Richmond to 
hear the Word preaehed by Mr. Page, at Rehoboth Chapel, who baptized him, 
and after being a member some few years, the Church at Providence, 
Kingston, was formed, and he was one of the deacons for some years. The 
cloud again moving he pitched at Old Brentford, W oolwich, Waterside, Wands
worth, and Clapham Junction ; but later years was engaged in speaking the 
Word to little Causes. 

·He was a lover of the distinguishing doctrines of grace, and had no 
sympathy with .the fashionable religion of the present day. He lived con
tending for the faith once delivered to the saints, died in. faith more than 
happy. Safe ! 

"Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth, they 
rest from tlieir labours." "So He bringeth them to their desired haven." 

THE FUNERAL 

took place on Thursday, January 6, at St. -Mary's Cemetery, Battersea Rise, 
where a number of the deceased's old friends assembled to pay their last 
tribute of respect to his memory, among whom were Hy. Clark, W. Beale 
(Wan°dsworth Common), A. Boulden, W. Pa.vey al).d others (Surrey Tabernacle), 
J. W. Banks (Chadwell-street), F. T. Newman (Clapham Junction), J. Parnell 
(Stepney), and Mr. Cooper (West Hill, who superintended the funeral arrange
ments;. 

The service was carried out in a very impressive ~nd touching manner by 
Mr. W. Jeyes Styles, of Wandsworth, a near neighbour of the deceased. 

The mortal remains of Charles Lambourne are laid to rest near the spot 
wh!)re the clay tabernacle of the late T. J. Merser and many others slumber 
till the resurrection morn. Till then we bid adieu to one of whom we can sing 
with Charles Wesley:-

"'Tis finished, 'tis done, the spirit is fled! 
Our brother is gone, the Christian is dead
The Christian is IJ ving in Jesus' love, 
And gladly receh;ng a kingdom aboye," 

THE LATE JAMES ARTHURS SMITH, OF DEnzEs, WILTS. 

WE very deeply regret to have to record the decease of brother James Ar-thurs 
Smith. When the intelligence of his translation reached us, we, in our feel
ings, sank fathoms. It was our privilege, just afe11: years ago, to have a little 
conversation with the departed. It did not amount to much so far as the 
IJUantity of words are concerned, but the quality. 

Yes, we had a few words with him on two or three occasions, which united 
our heart. We (not often) wrote to him; he, now and again, wrote to us. 
The compilation of either epistle ditl not occupy much paper ; but there was 
alw'l.ys matter for meditation, and though he is taken from us, and we shall 
never again see his face in the flesh, yet, the little attachment formed by afeo: 
words of conversation, and afew words in correspondence, knit and united our 
heart as one in the things pertaining to eternity. 

He belonged to the" 'Tis-a-point-I-long-to-know,'' people. So do I. Satan 
liarrassed him. S:; he does me. He felt '· doubts and fears alternate rise." 
So do I. He said Jeremiah xvii. 9, is quite correct. So do I. He mourned 
over the corruptions within. So do I. He loathed iniquity, sin, e,·il thoughts, 
evil deeds. So do I. 

We have enjoyed our visits to Deviies and communion with the friends 
there, and if spared, should like to meet. them again. This, however, we must 
leave. 'l'he following letter from Mr. Hemmington, expresses his own and 
the feelings of all who knew the departerl. 
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":\iy dear M.r. Banks.-I make a sad communication to you, and make it 
with a sad heart. My senior deacon, Mr. James Smith, has been 
suddenly taken from us by death. He died last evening, December 
28, 1RH7, about8 o'clock. Age 63. 

" He was a man of high moral principle, very firm and decided in the truth 
yet not bigoted, refusing to see truth anywhere, or in anybody except 
those of his own party. 

"It is a great loss to the 'Old Baptist,' and to myself in other ways besides 
that of a Church connection. ,vhat a mercy, • Thou i·emainest,' &c. 

"Yours faithfully, 
"C, liEMING'l'ON, 

"CRstle Grounds, Devizes, Dec. 29, 1897." 

We know the family, his beloved pastor and the Church feel their loss 
·most keenly, and we earnestly pray the Lord may fill the gap thus made, and 
speak home some words of comfort and consolation, so that each may be 
brought to acquiesce in this dispensation of His hand, and realise. 

Behind a frowning Providence, 
He hides a smiling face. 

J. W. B. 

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

"Scattered Seed." By T. Bradbury. 
Secretary . Publishing Company, 45, 
Sistova-road, Balham, S.W. Crown 
Svo., cloth. Price ls. 6d , by post 
ls. 9d. 

This latest volume of Mr. Bradbury's 
sermons is quite equal to the former ones. 
Fnll of Gospel truth ably presented. 
The seed here scattered has been well 
winnowed and chosen, and is quite free 
from the duty-faith mixture so popular 
in this day. The type is clear and the 
binding neat, while its handy size fits it 
for a pocket volume. We note there are 
a few copies remaining on sale of the 
three preceding volu,nes. The complete 
set will be forwarded post free for 6s. 
"Rome Underground." By W. Stanley 

Martin. London: W. Wileman, 27, 
Bouverie-street, E.C. Price, paper 
covers 6d. nett, cloth 1 s. nett. 

The author adduce~ the testimony of 
t.he catacombs · against the errors of 
Romanism. Though only an introduc
tion to a large subject the work is well 
done. and the book is very suitable for 
the elder scholars in our Sunday Schools, 
and the younger members of our 
Churches. The illustrations add to its 
value. 
"Royal Sights." By E. Wilmshurst, 

illustrated. London: E. Wil.mshurst, 
Blackheath, S.E., and 10, Paternoster
square, E.O. 

Mr. Wilmshurst retains his power of 
presenting important lessons to the young 
in a most interesting manner. 'J'his last 
production of his pen is well worthy of a 
place among those which have preceded 
it. We wiBh for it a wide circulation. 

Will our Sunday School Superintendents 
and Secretaries please note and distribute 
it freely among their scholars. 
"The Gospel Magazine." London: W. 

H. and L. Collingridge, 148 and 149, 
Aldersgate-street, E.C. Monthly, price 
sixpence. 

This oldest of our spiritual magazine_s 
shows no sign of age, but is as vigorous, 
truthful, and savoury as ever. 
"Samson and Suicides." :By A. Dye. 

London : R. Banks and Son, Racquet
court, Fleet-street, E.C. Price three
pence. 

As tbe title suggests, Mr. Dye deals with 
the painful, perplexing and solemn sub
ject of suicide. The pamphlet is worthy 
of a careful and prayerful perusal. 
'' Readings in &riptitre Sitbjects for 

.1898." A. B., Albany-villu., Temple 
Ewell. near Dover. Price one penny, 
10d. per dozen, 6s. per 100, post free. 

Designed to promote a more systematical 
study of the Word. 

SERMONS. 
"Comfort Ye," by T. Bradbury (as 
above). Price one penny. ,. The Footsteps 
of the Flock in the Pathway of Trial," by 
Joseph Irons (reprint). Brighton: D. 
Fisk, 6, :Brighton-place. Price one 
penny. "The Trial and its Issue, by 
J. Parnell. London : 7, '.!'rigon-road, 
Clapham, S.W. Price one penny. •• A 
Vision of the Way to Heaven," by E. 
Carr. London: F. Kirby, 17,Bouverie
street, Fleet-street, E.C. Price one 
halfpenny. "Now the Just shall Li.ve 
by Faith," by R. Waters, A.K.U.L. 
London: R. :Banks and Son. Price ono 
shilling : six diHcom·ses. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

LONDON STRIOT BAPTIST MINIS
TERS' ASSOCIATION. 

NEW YEAR'S GATHERING. 

ON January 4th was held at Little Alie
stree; E., the social tea anniversary of 
the 1.,ondon Rtrict Baptist Ministers' 
Association. At this meeting the mem
bers, with their wives and friends, 
blend physios, psyphology, and spiritu
ality. At 630 tea, cake, &c., seasoned 
with mental intercourse,· at which our 
revered presi.ient, Mr. R. E. Sears. and 
.Mrs. Sears also, were with us. At 7.30 an 
ascent into the higher life, singing 
Hymn 386 (Stevens), prayer by brother 
Chisnall, of Guildford, and reading Pea. 
c:u:i. by our president. Then the presi
dent stated that he received ·the hon. 
secretary's letter, copies cif which were 
also sent to the associated members, and 
felt led to preach from I Tim. i. 15, 
which himself had suggested as a text, 
last October, at our annivereary evening 
meeting. He preached from the text 
on Sunday, January 2nd. and through 
his sermon God spoke peace to one of 
His own children. This statement was 
received with reverent applause. 

The president then called upon the 
hon. sec. to give an address. The hon. 
sec. briefly stated his belief, that a 
healthy spiritual tone pervaded the 
associated ministers, and that they 
earnestly desired to progress on the 
lines of our distinctive principles. He 
also stated that a collection would be 
taken for the sick brethren who were 
in need, and confessed he knew but one 
way of giving anything substantial to 
Jesus Christ. and that was by supplying 
the needs of His poor relations. The 
collection amounted to _£1 3s. 4½d,, 
which, coupled with 22s. sent for the 
same :fund from friends at "Mount 
E1,>hraim," Margate, so rejoiced the 
friends present that we heard some of 
them smile. Severa.I useful and beloved 
brethren need substantial g;ifts. Will 
the Churches to which we mmister join 
with Margate in the charity which is 
greater than faith and hope? They will 
now they know our need, and thus seek 
to bring the Church up to Pentecostal 
philanthropy, 

Then ea.me the collation of the even
ing, served up hot and free, by Presi• 
dent Sears, and en ti tied 

"A THREEFOLD CORD," 

He showed a trinity in nnity, and uni
ties in trinities. In the Divine Trinity, 
in their works in the heavens, in the 
•ea, in vegetables, in beasts, birds, and 
fishes, in conduct, in man's ruin, 
in redemption, and in salvation he 
found trinities. He only, it seems to 
me, Who is the Wisdom of God, can see 
what the words of our president con• 

ta.in, because His infinite mind only can 
!!'rasp the infinities which are in them, 
mto which onr finite minds cannot 
penetrate. Into the heavens above, the 
earth beneath, and the water@ under the 
earth, he (our president) enabled us to 
peep, while we felt like Sir I@a.ac 
Newton, on the shore of the universe 
and absolutely ignorant of what was i~ 
it. I could not condense the lecture 
because it was the essence of many 
lectures on natural philosophy, theolo~y 
and the divine library. Any scientist 
who could condense gold seven times 
purified and ingotted would, I think, 
fail to condense this threefold cord. 
When Mr. Sears sat down my thought 
was, "The name for that lecture is 
' The Trinity Diamond.' " The ministers 
were urgent for having it printed. Mr. 
Sears, with his usual good nature, con
sented, and ea.id if there were profits 
on its publication it should go to our 
Sick Fund. For ministers and Sunday
school teachers its value is beyond 
rubies. If Church and Sunday-school 
secretaries will send orders for copies 
Od. each) at once, to guide us a.s to 
numbers wanted, we shall be glad. 

GEO, FLOWER, Hon. See. 
30, Clifton-road, Peckham, London. 

January 7th, 189A. 

BROl'HERLY BREATHISGS FOR 
"HOPE," HASLEMERE. 

MosT of our readers are aware that 
when Mr. E. Medhurst accepted the 
pastorate at Fleet, it was on the under
standing that he was to fulfil some out
standing engagements. Haslemere being 
a place where he had preached a.bout 
twice a month for the last twelve yea.re. 
he took his farewell of them as a. suppl) 
ou Lord's-.day, December 26th, 1897. In 
the morninir before announcing his 
text, 

Mr. Medhurst said his mind had been 
exercised for some time as to a suitable 
word to speak from on this occasion. 
Several portions had occured t:> him 
with more or !Pss power, but the words, 
"Look down from heaven, and behold, 
and visit this vine" (Psa.. lxxx. 14), 
ea.me to his mind and did not leave him. 

Quite recently God had removed one 
of the pillars of this ea.use. and now he 
(the preacher) was about to leave them, 
and he felt very thankful this morning 
that his mind was directed to heaven on 
behalf of the Church and congregation 
here, and trusted the words taken as a 
text would prove stimulating. 

Mr. Medhurst first spoke of the Vin,· 
as the Church of God, a. portion or 
which meet in this place from Sabbath 
to Sabbath-no matter how weak, it is a. 
part of the one Church, and it is a. great 
favour to belong to the few of God's 
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Yine. The vine re<1uires nursing, watch
ing over and praying for ; it also needs 
the tenderest care. His prayer was that 
the Lord would take of the vine that 
worships within these walls, collec
tively and individually. Remember 
(said the preacher) I am a dying man 
and you are dying creatures, and we 
ma, never meet again. May the Lord 
bless one and all with His saving grace 
and meroy, is my earnest desire. 

Notice the word ""Disit." I do feel to 
want Jesus to come this morning and 
visit this Vine and satisfy the desire of 
every living soul-to visit like a Father, 
as "our Elder Brother," this Church. 
Oh, brethren, I cannot wish more for 
you than that the Holy Ghost should 
visit this vine in love, pity, and com
passion. I would not like to dictate to 
God, but I should like to see the Lord 
visit this vine by giving it a pastor. 
When this place was first opened you 
were favoured with a pastor, Mr. 
Reuben Harding. of blessed memory, 
who continued with you (some thirty
five years) till he was translated from 
the Church on earth to the Church in 
heaven. and should the Lord provide 
you with another pastor, qualified for 
the purpose, prize and pray for him. 
Mr. M., with much earnestness, said, 
Oh, Lord, 

DO YISIT THIS VINE, 
and let souls be converted to Thee. We 
want young men and young women as 
pill&rs in the Church of God: we want 
a Whitfield and such like men of God 
still who, by the Holy Spirit's in:fiuencc, 
may awaken many out of nature's dark
ness to the li~ht of the Gospel. 

Ministers need encoura_gement. A 
short time ago he (Mr. M.) had been 
telling God it was no use for him to 
preach any more ; but, on reaching 
home, his dear wife said to him, 
"Here's something to suit you." It was 
a letter from a young person to whom 
he had been instrumental in bringing 
to God. 

He prayed God to send them a pastor 
who would adhere to the ordinances
believers' baptism, the breaking of 
bread-be instrumental in gathering 
the people, building up the Church:, 
nursing the babes in grace, and His 
name shall have all the praise and 
glory. 

PRESENTATIONS. 
Mr. Medhurst always ta.king an in• 

terest in the Sunday-school, which was 
much appreciated by teachers and 
scholars, they could not let the event 
pass without manifesting their esteem 
to him and at the conclusion of the 
school i.n the morning 

.MISS MABEL COLE, 
on behalf of the children, handed to 
Mr. Medhurst a beautiful set of books 

containing Reven volumes of '"fhe 
Treasury of David,'' splendidly bound. 

In accepting the gift (whioh quite 
took him by surprise), Mr. M. said 
he did not think he had earned the 
present, and hardly knew how to thank 
the children for their kindness. The 
books were just what he wanted. 

At the close of the morning service 
in the ohapel, in the presence of the 
congregation, 

MISS S, A, MILLS AND 
MB. E, SMITHERS 

handed to Mr. Medhurst a very nice• 
writing desk with brass mountings, the 
plate.on_ the top bearing the following 
inscription :-

" PRESENTED TO MR. E. MEDHURST, 
AS A TOKEN OF LOVE AND ESTEEM 
BY THE FRIENDS AT HOPE CHAPEL, 
HASLEMEBE," 

Mr. Medhurst replied in · feeling 
terms, and heartily thanked all those 
who had subscribed for the very beauti• 
ful presents ; he said he was afraid they 
would kill him with kindness. 

A LITTLE MORE ABOUT "HOPE." 
On Sunday afternoon, January 2, the 

annual distribution of prizes to the 
Sunday-school children took place. A 
service was held in the chapel, con
ducted by Mr. Ja.mes Ayling, of Chid
dingford, who gave an appropriate 
address from " I love them that love 
Me, and those that seek Me early shall 
find Me" (Prov. viii. 15). None were 
too young to love God, and he prayed 
the Holy Spirit might bless the instruc
tion to their young hearts, so that early 
in life they might be found seeking the 
Lord. 

Miss Mills called the names of the 
children, and Mr. Ayling handed the 
prizes, with a few suitable remarks to 
each child. 

Mr. A. thanked all friends who had 
subscribed so liberally towards the pur
chase of the books. Praise and prayer 
closed the happy meeting. 

JAMES DOBELL, 
Ha.slemere. 

MR. J, E. FLEGG'S FAREWELL AT 
WOOD GREEN. 

SPECIAL services were held at Pa.rk
ridings Chapel in connection with the 
close of Mr. J.E. Flegg's pastorate. On 
Lord's-day, January :.Ind, our pastor 
preached his farewell s9rmon. In the 
morning his text was 1 'rim. i. 15 and 
in the evening Acts xx. 32. 

The following Wednesday, in the 
unavoidable absence of brother Harold 
Cooper, pastor E. White presided over 
the evening meeting, when we had a 
goodly gathering of friends. The read
ing was Tit, ii., and brother Waller (late 
Church secretary) earnestly sought the 
divine blessing. 
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· The chairman, after a few opening 
remarks, called upon brother Jamee 
Flegg tor hie statement respecting his 
resignation. Hii (Mr. F.) expressed his 
attachment to Wood Green, and stated 
that at the first he never desired to be
oome a pastor of a Ohuroh, but he be
lieved he received a oall from God to 
Wood Green. Now he was persuaded 
that it was God's :will that his labours 
there as pastor should cease. The five 
years he had spent were those of very 
happy service, although he had been 
oalled to suffer a great deal of pain and 
sorrow. If it had not been for one of 
God's good gifts he felt he would not 
have been equal to his task of preaching 
many times; he referred to his dear 
wife's constant care. He had en
deavoured to preach the Gospel of 
Christ, and tried to present it as far as 
podsible in its fnlness, neither mangling 
nnr mutilating it. During his term-of 
office he was deeply indebted to good 
brethren with whom he had worked, 
including two most excellent seore
tariea. Under the blessing of God the 
success of the cause in a measure was 
due to their untiring energy; he re
ferred to brethren Waller and Pickett. 
Our brother wen't on to give his reasons 
~or leaving. He said: My constitution 
1a not over-strong, and after five years 
the strain has become too great, being 
combined with a good deal of mental 
work during the week. I love the 
people as dearly as when I first came 
among them as pastor, and I am not 
leaving because the Word has lost its 
po_wer, for only recently have I re
oe1 ved letters indioating God's blessing 
attending the Word I have tried to 
preach. In conclusion. he said he 
hoped God's blessing might rest upon 
the Church and the brethren in office. 

The chairman expressed his grea.t 
sorrow that brother Flagg was leaving, 
and hoped even at the present juncture 
means might be devised so that the 
Church might be enabled to retain 
him, because he knew full well the 
Ceffeot these things have upon the 

huroh. 
Brother Thomas, of Watford, feelingly 

refe~red to brother Flegg's position. 
Ha.vmg watched his life for nineteen 
yeara, heard him preach his first ser
mon from the words, " I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life," was present at 
the recognition, and wa.~ deeply grieved 
t<? hear of his leaving. The speaker 
directed our attention to the words, 
"Ca9t thy burden upon the Lord," &o. 

Brother Crowhurst, one of the 
de!'-oon~, as representing the Church, 
sa.1~, with deep emotion, how sorry and 
pained at heart the m'.l.jority of us were 
aTth our pastor taking this decided step. 

. e words, "Look unto Me," had been 
his comfort, and he directed the Church 
to Christ in this trying hour. It was 

his pleasure, however, on behalf of the 
Church to present Mr. Flegg with a 
purse containing £10 IOs. as a small 
token of their love and esteem. 

Brother Flegg touchingly responded, 
and said in this action of the Church 
God's hand was manifest. He should 
prize not so much the money as the 
motive which they lay behind it. 

Brother Chisnall, who seemed very 
grieved, said he failed to understand 
the reason for this circumstance at 
Wood Green, and thought it would have 
been the last thing that should have 
happened. He had watched the 
Church's progress with joy. "Don't let 
me see its decline with sorrow." The 
words God had given him were," I will 
see you a.gain, and your heart will re• 
j oice "-a word for brother Flegg and a 
word for the Church. 

Brother Pickett, another deacon, 
!!poke in endearing terms of brother 
Flegg, and expressed his sorrow at his 
leaving. Brother Crowhurst had 
directed the Church to Christ, and he 
would direct them to look to them• 
selves, and ba.sed his remarks on the 
apostle's words, "That ye walk worthy 
of the vocation whereunto ye are 
called." He had greatly benefited by 
brother Flegg's ministry, and was 
thankful to God that under his minis
trations his own brother was called. 
Since brother Flegg had been pastor 
fifty-two had joined the Church. This 
sad meeting concluded by singing, 
"God be with you till we meet again." 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION-PnonDENCE. 
SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF MR. 

SEARS' PA.STORA.TE. 

THE second anniversary of the pastor
ate of Mr. R. E. Sears was held on Jan. 
9, 10. and 11, and proved the occasion of 
very· happy and successful meetings, 
which will, we know, be a source oE 
great encouragement to our dear pastor. 

ON SUNDAY 

morning Mr. Sears was enabled to 
preach an excellent sermon from the 
words "Ebenezer-Hitherto hR.th the 
Lord helped us." In the evening Mr. 
E. Mitchell preached on t,he Person and 
work of Christ. Both the discourses 
were greatly enjoyed, and once more we 
felt the blessedneRs of being found in 
the courts of the Lord. 

MONDAY EVENING, 
At our prayer-meeting Mr. G. Flower, 

Hon. Seo. of the S.B.M.A., gave a very 
interesting and practical address on the 
description given of Wisdom-" L_ength 
of days is in her right hand, and m her 
left hand riches and honour." 

ON TUESDAY 

the services were continued, t,vo public 
meetings being held. Pastor S~J.rs pre
sided over the afternoon gathermg. Mr. 
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E. White gave an interesting- ll.ddress on 
"The Pastor's Snhjeot." Thi•, he said, 
is" Christ. and Him oracified." And he 
noticed that in connection with the 
cross of Christ we see sin and the infinite 
wisdom of God in the method of salva
tion. At the cross the doctrines of the 
Gospel harmonise, Christ conquers sin, 
and the glorifice.tion of the Church is 
ensured. From it we receive the nobleEt 
inspirations for service, obtain our 
sweetest experiencP, and find consola
tion in the hours of sorrow. 

Mr. T. Jones followed on "The 
Pastor's Hee.rers.'' Amonir tb.ese1 he 
mentioned the indifferent, the crit1ce.l, 
and those who hee.r quite without bene
fit. On the other hand, there were 
anxious and needy hearers, tried hearers, 
and hearers who actively practice what 
they bear. 

Mr. G. W. Thomas spoke on "The 
Pastor's Helpers." First of all be needed 
the help of tb.e three Persons of the 
blessed Trinity to enable him to pree.ch. 
Other helpers be classed as follows :
The Word of God, the exercise of pre.yer, 
his wife, the deacons of the Church, and 
prayerful members. Even fault-finders 
were the mea.ns of bringing him nearer 
to God for help. 

A large number sat down to a very 
bountiful tea, kindly given by Mr. and 
Mrs. A. F. Rall. At the 

EVENING MEETING 

Mr. F. J. Catchpole presided, and read 
and commented on Ephes. iv. 

Pastor R. E. Sears referred to God's 
great blessing on him in his past spheres 
of labour. and the concern he still had 
for precious souls. He certainly had 
been blessed with many helpers, and to 
those mentioned in the afternoon he 
might add his children, so many of 
whom God in His grace had called. 
Seven had been added to the Church 
during the past year. Life and L;gJit 
was flourishing. 10,000 copies were 
circnlated monthly, over 4,000 of these 
being distributed in the neighbourhood 
of the chapel. He looked with confi
dence for God's blessing on him in even 
greater usefulness in the future. 

Mr. J. Box gave an interestinl!' ad
dress on "All the foundations of the 
world are out of course." The world, 
he said, is divided into nations, com
munities, and families. If there is no 
family godlinesR the foundations a.re 
out of course. The Gospel is the great 
cure for all the evils among nations. 

Mr. J. Bush, on the words•· Kept by 
the power of God, through faith, unto 
salvation," spoke of (1) Thos" who a.re 
kept, and the necessity of keeping them 
on account of the f.!'ree.t price our Saviour 
paid for them ; (2) How they are kept: 
by the power of divine love; (3) The 
medium: through faith, which, fleeing 
to a refuge, and depending upon God, is 
able to overcome the world. 

Mr. Ohilvers spoke with power from 
the words, "These men are the servants 
of the Most High God. whioh show unto 
us the way or salvation." The ministers 
of the Gospel, though men, are servants 
of Jehovah. Their position is respon
sible, their message is Christ and His 
atoning work. 

Mr. J. W. Humphrey ,ave a thought
ful address on '' Faith,' remarking_ first. 
that faith is no human produot. Faith 
had eyP.s to see the loveliness of Christ, 
a mouth to eat His body and blood, 
hands to lay hold on God, feet to run in 
His wavs, it rests on God, and it is the· 
life of Christ shining through the child 
of God. Without it there is no salva
tion, and it can only be. exercised by 
those who have spiritual life. 

Mr. R. 1\fotimer followed with a sound 
spiritual speech on" Let us hold fast the 
profession of our faith without waver
ing, for He is faithful that promised." 

Large oongregations attended on all 
occasions, there being a specially full 
house on Tuesday evening, when friends 
from Mr. Sears' former pastorates. and 
from Mount Zion, Hill-street; Clerken
well ; Keppel-street ; Soho ; Wirtem
berg-streP.t; 11 Rehoboth," Clapham;. 
West Hill, Wandsworth; Croydon ; and 
many other Metropolitan and country 
Churches, were present. The collec- • 
tions, which were for the pastor, 
amounted to £28. 

Thus once again we go forward, 
praying that God will grant our pastor 
and Church renewed and even· greater 
blessing in the coming year. 

FRED W. KEVAN. 

OLA.PHAM (REHOBOTH, BEDFORD· 
ROAD).-On Tuesday, January 4th, our 
pastor's second anniversary was held, 
which gave much encouragement to 
both pastor and people. In the after
noon Mr. E. Mitchell, of Chadwell• 
street, delivered a soul-cheering. and 
discriminating discourse, at the close of 
which many friends took tea. The 
evening meeting was presided over by 
Mr. A. F. Hall, of Battersea, and com• 
menced with singing, "All people that 
on earth do dwell," and after readin5\' 
Pea. cxl v., "I will extol Thee, my God, 
O Kini;r," called upon brother Fuller, 
who led us to the throne of grace. The 
chairman then called on the speakers. 
Mr. E. Marsh made remarks on the 
words, 11 I change not, therefore ye sons 
of Jacob are not consumed." Mr. E. 
Mitchell, "This God is our God for ever 
and ever." Mr. E. White,'' Wait on the 
Lord." Mr. F. C. Holden," BlesRed iR 
the man that trusteth in the Lord. and 
whose hope the Lord is." Mr. H. Dads
well," Since thou wast precious in My 
sight." Mr. C. Cornwell, "Without 
strength ; " and then our pastor (brother 
W~it"l, "Because Thou ha.et been my 
help." Mr. H. Mundy thanked the 
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friends for their sympathy and helping 
hand, as also giving us suoh enoour~e
ment in the ways of our God. The 
oolleotion for the benefit of our pastor 
was good, realisinll', with extra. dona
tions, :£14 7s. 9d.-JOSEPH ARNOLD. 

MEOPHAM.-The New Year's meet
ing of the Strict Baptist Chapel was 
.held on January 12. Mr. Copeland (of 
Croydon) preached in the afternoon a 
very comforting sermon to a good 
congragation from Psa. xcii. 13. A 
goodly number of friends sat down to a 
sumptuous tea. provided by the lady 
friends, proceeas of which were placed 
to the Incidental Fund ; and in the 
evening Mr. Copeland again preached 
a thorough, practical, and stirring 
sermon from !Ra. xl. 31, " They that 
wait upon the Lord," etc., which was 
very much appreciated and enjoyed by 
a large con1rregation. On Jan. 10 we 
held New Year's meeting at Mission 
Chapel, Ash, when Mr. Copeland 
preached afternoon a.nd evening to 
good congregations ; the best meetings 
we ha.ve had for years. Ma.y the 
Lord abundantly bless His message@, 
and also the messages of a.II His 
sent servants, and His name shall have 
the praise. On the last Sunday in 
November our dear brother Copeland 
preached in the evening from the words, 
"He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved ; and he that beheveth 
not shall be damned." At the con
clusion of the service we felt !!'reat 
pleasure in seeing four young sisters 
follow their Lord in the ordinance of 
believers' baptism, three of them 
daughters of one of the deacons, all 
Sunday-school teachers. Although a 
very rough night the chapel waa filled, 
and great attention was given. It is 
the earnest prayer of us all that this 
may be but the beginning of greater 
blessings. " Our eyes are up unto 
Him."-W. T. 

LEE (DAORE·PARK SUNDAY·SOHOOL). 
-On Thursday, January 13th. a social 
meeting took place in the schoolroom 
of the teachers and friends. Tea was 
served at 6 p.m., after which a_ paper 
was read by the secretary, Mr. C. Wilson 
Sears, subject-" Is It Worth While 
Keeping On?" The subject referred to 
was Christian work, and the answer 
was a decided Yes. 1st, Because God 
had commanded it; 2nd, For our own 
sakes ; 3rd, To show our faith in God, 
and a desiri, to make use of it in His 
Church. Arguments were also given 
for persevering work. Examples were 
given from the Bible of instances of 
continued labours being blessed, and the 
special example of Jesus, who came not 
to do His own will, but the will of Him 
that sent Him. We are pleased to report 
increased vigour in the school; a decided 

increase is shown in the present atten
dance in the morning, and a larger 
number in the.afternoon. The prospects 
are good. The ann·1al prize meetiug 
took place on Tuesday1 January 18th. 
when 60 books were distributed. Mr. 
H. Booker presided, and addresses de
livered by Messrs. E. White, C. West, and 
J. H. LyJ?,n, The attendanee was very 
encouragmg . 

SNODLAND.-The opening services 
of new Baptist Chapel were held on 
December 29th, 189i. Our esteemed 
brother, E. Mitchell, of Chadwell-street, 
commenced at 3 o'clock with nrayer for 
Divine blessing, and preached the first 
sermon on the stability of Zion,. her 
provisions, doctrines, ordinances. &:c. 
Tea was served in the vestry and chai;el 
to a good number of friends-some from 
Meopham, Maidstone, Chatham, and 
other places. The evening meeting was 
presided over by brother E. Mitchell, in 
the absence of Mr. J. Piggot through 
illness, who kindly sent ns a donation 
and good wishes. Mr. A, B. Hall, Mr. 
E. Wood, Mr. T. Hollands, and Mr. 
Patterson.addressed the meeting. Col
lections good, amounting in all to 
:£12 7s. 6d., :£2 from Enon. Chatham, 
to~ether with a new desk Bible from 
Miss Evans. Other friends brought 
cards with !.ood subscriptions ; also 
gifts in kin . So we say, What bath 
God wrought? To whom all praise 
belongs. 

MASBRO' .-The annual tea and prize 
distribution in connection with the 
Sunday-school was held on Monday, 
December 27th, 1897. Tea was provided 
by the ladies ; over 100 sitting down. 
A meeting followed, ably presided o,er 
by Mr. Jackson, of Sheffield. Mr, Pratt 
offered prayer, and addresses were given 
by Messrs. Snow, R. Tiptaft, and Prfoe 
(Masbro') and Messrs. Taylor and Jarvis 
(Sheffield). A very interesting part of 
the evening was a presentation to our 
brother Snow, who is leaving for Slaith
waite. The testimonial took the form 
of a hall umbrella-stand and hat-peg
combined, which was presented to him 
by the superintendent, Mr. H.. Tiptaft, 
on behalf of the teachers and frienrls. 
Another presentation followed by Mr. 
Wm. Tiptaft, J.P .. Mexbro', from Mr. 
Snow's young men's class, of 6 volumes 
of the Works of Wm. Huntingdon, S.S. 
Mr. Snow replied, with feelings of deep 
gratitude to all, and based his remarks 
upon the "Stand," "Marble Slab," 
"Pegs," and "Books," which would be 
lasting thoughts, and bring to mind the 
memories of all those he had left, and 
the happy times he had spent with 
them. The prizes were then distributed 
to the scholars also by Mr. Wm. Tiptaft. 
'.1'here are 110 scholars on the books, out 
of whom 93 received prizls, a record 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

year for attendance. Many friends were 
present from Sheffield, Mexbro', Kiln
hurst, Slaithwaite, &o.-Rdtherhamand 
Masbro' Adr•rf;.•er. [May the labours 
of our brother Snow in his new field be 
blessed of our covenant-keeping God 
to the souls of many who were ordain;i 
to eternal life, and may our loss at 
Masbro' be a great gain unto the 
Church at Slaithwaite, is the prayer of 
-A. T. P.]. 

MUSIC FROM MAIDSTONE, 
'DEAR MR. BANKS,-May I ask you to 
eonvey the sincere and very hearty 
thanks of the deacons and friends at 
Providence, Mote-road, to the readers of 
iE. V. and G. H. for their liberality 
toward us in the very handsome way 
they have contributed in order to free 
us from debt incurred by alterations 
-sinoe May, all being settled on Dec. 28, 
1897. To God be all the praise. 

The secretary, H. J. Walter, thank
fully received 5s. from J. H. The 
treasurer also received through the 
.post a money-order from Germany ls., 
sender unknown. 

On Wednesday, January 5th, through 
-the mercy of our divine Lord, we were 
favoured to hold our New Year's tea 
meeting. After the tables were cleared 
(the weather being somewhat unfavour
able) the meeting was held in the 
-vestry ; we had, therefore, to sit a little 
closer together than we usually do in 
i:he chapel 

The chair was taken by E. Wagon, 
deacon, opening the servioe with prayer 
and singing Hymn 665 (Stevens), "Kin
dred in Christ, for Hia dear sake ; " he 
.also read Paa. xxxiv., dwelling on the 
third verse for a short time, " 0 magnify 
the Lord with me, and let us exalt His 
na.me together," expressive of the desire 
of my heart for the great kindness of so 
many friends to help us in our time of 
need. Brother G. Brown offered earnest 
prayer for the divine blesijing of the 
Almighty to rest on both Church and 

.congregation. 
Brethren T. Cook and T. Miller gave 

very appropriate addresses, and, after 
singing the hymn, 

"Jesus, Thy saints assembled here 
Thy power and goodness to declare," 

Mr. George Brown spoke experimen
tally from '· Yea., I have loved thee with 
an everlasting love," &c. (Jer. xxxi. 3), 
followed by our esteemed brother, 

Mr. H. J. Walter, secretary, gave a 
statement of all money received since 
our last meeting, which was sufficient to 
clear off the debt, so that we can surely 
say, "God ha.s done irreat things for us 
whereof we a.re glad." 

Brother Walter then spoke from 
Dent. viii. 2, "And thou shalt remem• 
ber all the way which the Lord thy 
God led thee these forty years in the 
wilderness." 

I must say in closing that both brother 
Brown and H. J, Walter gave us two 
nice little sermons from the words 
quoted. The Lord is making these two 
brethren very useful in our Church, 
especially when our supplies fail us. 
The hymn, 

"Saviour, breathe an evening blessing 
Ere repose our spirits seal," 

with prayer by brother Walter, con- . 
eluded this very happy and enjoyable 
meeting." 

CHEERFUL AT CHADWELL 
STREET. 

SERVICES commemorating the forty
sixth anniversary of " Mount Zion" 
were commenced on Lord's-day, Dec. 12, 
1897. Prayer preceded the more public 
services of the occasion, Saturday 
evening, Dec. 11, at the schoolroom, 
earnest, fervent petitions were souirht 
for the coming day by eight or nme 
brethren. 

SUNDAY MORNING 
dawned; it was wet, foggy, dark, and 
dreary, nevertheless an unusual number 
attended the prayer-meeting at 10 
o'clock, under the presidency of Mr. W. 
Abbott, supported by the pastor and his 
brethren in office. The usual hymn, 
"Mount Zion's faithful King," was 
sung and several brethren sought the 
Lord's blessing. 

At the more public service Mr. Hodges 
gave out the h7mn, " Come, Thou Fount 
of every blessmg ." which has been the 
custom of this Church to sing on like 
occasions for many years. 

The pastor preached in the mornin1r; 
prayer-meeting in the afternoon, a.nd m 
the evening Mr. 0. S. Dolbey, of the 
Surrey Tabernacle, occupied the pulpit. 
Thus the first da.y of the forty-sixth 
anniversary was ape.at at " Mount 
Zion," the verdict at the close being-

" The bill of Zion yields 
A thousand sacred sweets 

Before we reach tbo heaveulv fields 
Or walk the golden streets." 

Petitions for the presence of the 
Lord on the Tuesday went heavenward 
from the lips a.nd hearts of many at the 
Monday evening prayer-meeting. The 
Lord heard and answered, for on 

TUESDAY, 14TH, 
Mr. W. Kern in the afternoon was 
graciously helped in dealing out the 
truths of the Gospel in an experimental 
wa.y to the comfort of not a. few who, 
through God's mercy, 

"Are marching !bro' Immanuel's ground 
To fairer worlds on high." 

Tea. wa.s served in the schoolroom, a.nd 
the 

EVENING MEETING 

followed, under the presidency of the 
pastor, who asked the people present 
to praise God in singing John Newton's 
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hymn, "Kindred in Obrist." God's 
Word was read, and pastor Henry 
Dadswell (ae Oowper puts it) " Olimbed 
the ladder Jacob saw," 

Afewwordsof welcomeweregiven by 
the pastor, who briefly reviewed the 
past year. Like all preceding years, 
there were 

Some things to sadden, and 
,, ,, ,, gladden. 

But we were pressing on in peace, faith, 
hope, and love ; watching, waiting, 
wondering ; often felt the Saturday 
night prayer-meeting helpful for the 
Sunday. 

Brethren Box, Bush, T. Oarr, T, Jones 
and W. Kern ae 

"Heralds of the King of kings, 
Preach'd the peace the Gospel brings." 

The meeting was ably aided by Messrs. 
Abbott, Hodges, and others. 

A brotherly visit from our venerable 
friend Sawyer, of Brighton, and good 
folk from Limehouse, Olapham, Oroy
don, New Orose, Forest Hill, Hackney, 
Reading, Wood Green, Woolwich, 
Homerton, and numerous other parts 
had an encouraging influence. We sang 
"Praise God," &c., and then pro te'lli 
said adieu. p ARMEN AS, 

IPSWIOH (BETHESDA SUNDAY• 
SCHOOL).-On Wednesday, January 12, 
1898, we held the annual teachers' tea 
and public meeting in connection with 
our Sunday-school, about 120 sitting 
down to tea, whioh was most comfort
ably arranged for by Mr. and Mrs. 
Motum, both having for many years 
been of valuable assistance to us in any 
work in connection with our school. At 
the evening meeting we were greatly 
enoouraged by seeing so many friends, 
about 300 being present, and a very 
happy time was spent, although we had 
one great drawback, our esteemed super
intendent, brother Garrard, bein!I' pre
vented by illness from meeting with us. 
We also expected to have liie father 
from Stowmarket to address us, but 
illness prevented him also, The annual 
report was read, which showed the 
school to be in a satisfactory state, about 
200 scholars being on the books, with a 
staff of 28 officers and teach era. The 
librarian's report showed the library to 
be in a flourishing condition. Our pas
tor and president, Mr. Kern, gave a very 
helpful and encouraging address upon 
a Sowing the Seed, being the Word of 
God." Mr. Saunders, or Stowmarket, 
and Mr. Ranson, of Somersham, gave 
suitable addresses, and our treasurer,Mr. 
Motum, added a few words of encourage
ment to teachers and others who had 
helped ue during the year.· A very 
hearty vote of sympathy was passed to 
our superintendent and regret for the 
oause of his absence, and of thanks to 
Mr. Kenny and all friends for helping 
to make our tea and meeting a success, 

The doxology and prayer by ou_!'_J)astor 
brought the meeting to a close. Wehave
to record the resignation of our brother 
Scarlett, who so well filled the office of 
eecr~tary for nine years. We pray he may 
realise the blessing of the Master as we
feel we have hie prayers for the ,;elfar.e
of, the school. By the kindness of 
friends we have purchased 110 new 
Bibles and trust God may bless His
own Word through the instrumentality 
of the teachers sowing the W ord.-J. T'. 
FARROW, Secretary. 

ST. ~LBAN~ (BETHEL).-On Dec, 21 
a v_ery interesting meeting was held, the 
children of the Sunday-school (with 
parents and friends) had tea, and this 
was followed by singing, recitations, 
and addresses. During the evening a 
silver coffee-pot and cream ewer were 
presented to the superintendent of the 
school, Mr. J. Eldred, and a purse of 
money to the pastor, Mr. H. J. Wile
man. This was one of the best meetings 
we have had, and children and all were 
delighted. The pastor's little daughter 
presided at the organ. 

WATFORD TABERACLE,-On Wed
n~ay, January 12, we held our pasto~'s 
anniversary. A good number met for 
tea, after which we adjourned to the 
chapel. Our pastor, Mr. G. W. Thomas. 
presided, and in a brief speech reviewed 
the Lord's leadinl!'sanddealings through 
another year. Mr. R. E. Sears then ad
dressed the meeting from "The faithful 
saying." Mr. Chilvers led us into the 
words, " So much better than the 
angels," contrasting the angel mini~try 
a~d that of our Lord Jesus, showing 
His personal character and official 
character. Mr. H. J, Wileman spoke some 
words encouraging to our pastor from 
" Why is it that Thou ho.st sent me ? ., 
Moses was sent to be leader and inter
cessor. So God opens up work for His 
servants. We are sent to live for, and 
speak well for our Lord, A very profit
able meeting was brought to a close by 
singing, " On wings of faith ; " and 
with our pastor we thank God ::.nd tilke 
courage. 

SOllilERSHAM.-A very happy even
ing was spent amongst our dear friends 
at their annual tea and New Year's 
gathering, January 5th. It was looked 
forward to by prayer, and hoped that 
the true happiness that cometh only 
from God might be felt and realised, 
and that all Christian workers might 
be encouraged in their work of labour 
and love. Many were disappointed and 
prevented in meeting with us through 
the inclemency of the weather, which 
no man has the rule over. Notwith
standing, a goodly number sat down 
to a social tea, provided by brother 
Squirrel. Evening meeting followed, 
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•conducted by the pastor (W. H. Ranson), 
After singing, a.ud reading Pea., ciii., 
·brother Motum led us at the throne of 
,grace. The pastor, in his opening re
marks, gave a. report of the school work 
through the past year; and although 
some, through providence, had left 
them, yet there was much to be thank
ful for, and enooura.gement to press 
forward in the unknown future ; and 
the teachers prayed God to send others 
to fill the vacant places. He also said, 
as e. Church and people, they had been 
watched over and ea.red for, though 
-death had ta.ken from them, yet by 
-God's grace others had been added, and 
-he desired to trace every blessing up to 
their covenant God, knowing fully 'tis 
"to Him every blessing they owe. Ad
dresses followed by our good brothers 
Hills, Die.per, Garrard, London, and 
-Gowing, with words of encoara.gement 
to the teachers, wishing them God
speed. At the close, brother Ladbrook, 
in his usual way, gave the pastor his 
~ew Year'• presentation, in the naine of 
the Church and congregation (collected 
by brother Bugg), they wishing to 
acknowledge and appreciate his services 
throngh another year, and their sincere 

-de;ire was, that the yee.r now entered 
upon might be a. year of great ble•sing 
aud sonl-prosperity. The pastor ex
pressed his gratitude to friends for all 
..kindness, either small or great, and 
hoped that their prayers and good 
wishes on his behalf might be answered. 
The meeting closed by prayer.-AN 
OBSERVER. 

Our Australian Column. 
SYDNEY. 

1N a kind, spiritual letter from pastor 
F. Beedel, we take the following:-

There are many 't'essels daily reaching 
our port from all pares of the world, but 
none so welcome t':> me as yours; and 
though they ha Ye valuable freight, the 
eontents of your YESSEL is more Yalu
able to me, and what I value most is to 
find the Master on boa.rd, and the more 
prominently He is seen, the better I like 
it. 

We heartily thank our brother for 
hi• most enconra.ging epistle. 

BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND. 
MR. JOHN KINGSFORD. pastor of Jireh 
.Strict Baptist Church, Brisba.ne, sa.ys :-

Lord's-day. Dee~mber 5, was the thirty
fifth annl\·erF;ary of my pastorate-a 
very good day. EYetl if life is spared, I 
think it "·ill be the last. The Lord, I 
think, is inducing me to resign. as I feel 
I ,im not able-either physically or 
mentally-to fulfil the duties thereof; 
but I wait a still further manifestation 
of His will, as you know on the 30th 
March next, if spared, I sball ha.Ye 
reaehed my 80th year. 

I am tryin. Lo induee the friends to order 
the YESSl!L, rmd some ha Ye promised to 
do so. It bink there are a good number 

of copi,•s t:ikcn in t,he llisLl'h•t.s' :tl'ound. 
The 81-l'ict n.nd P:trticul:ir Bo.pt.lets ttre 
Rpoken n.gain~t ; but never mind, the 
Lord knoweth them th,tt :ire Ilia. 

PA.ULA. PRISO~ER ATJERUSA.LEM. 
Hhl.t.• for 1l•arlwrs. S,,e Af't.~ xxii.17-30. 
INTRODUC'l'ION. - We notice Paul's 
arrival and imprisonment at Jerusalem. 
We have here his defence; he e11mma.riees 
his ancestry, hi~ strict adherence to the 
Jewish faith, how he persecuted the 
Christians, hie imprisonments and suffer
ings, &c., hie call to the apostleship, and 
wlien he mentions the Gentiles the 
people ex.:ila.im and rage a._ga.inst himt he 
would have been scouxged or bound, out 
claiming the privilege of a. Roman, he 
escaped. Thus Paul never flinched 
before the greatest of his j udges, but 
demonstra.tea his•fea.rless endurance to 
die if need be for the Lord ,lesue Christ. 
We should be strong in the Lord and the 
power of His might. come what may, 
knowing that if we are faithful He will 
do and work in us for a.II and the glory 
of His great name. Never be a.shamed 
to confe~s and witness for Christ. We 
mn.y apply a. few les.sons. 

l. Tht, pa.th of duty is a. glorious one. 
2. Confidence in God will do mighty 
things. 3. Ea.rthly judges a.re insignifi
cant compa.red to the Judge of all. 4. 
The Christian's life and end is a glorious 
one. 5. Witness for Christ to the end. 

THOMAS HEATH. 
Plymouth. 

ELECTION. 
THE following has been supplied by an 
old-fashioned journalist of Scotch ex
traction. A Ba.ptist minister said :-

" I was preaching not very long a.go 
in Derbyshire to a. congregation, neariy 
all of whom were Methodists, and, as .( 
preached, they were crying-out, 'Halle
l11j 11.h ! ' 'Glory!' 'Bless the Lord!' 
They were full of excitement, until I 
went on to say in my sermon, 'ThiA 
brings me to the doctrine of election.' 
There wa.s no crying out 'Glory I' and 
'Ha.lleluja.h ! 'then. Instead, there was 
a. great deal of shaking of the head. 
11nd a sort of telegraphing round tbe 
place as though something dreadful 
was coming. 'Now, I thought, I must 
have their attention a.gain, so I said : 

" ' You all believe in the doctrine of 
election?' 

"'No, we don't, lad,' said one. 
"' Yes, you do, and I am going to 

preach it to you, and ma.ke yon cry 
"Hallelujah I" over it.' I am certain 
they mistrusted my power to do that ; 
so, turning a. moment from the subject, 
I said, ' Is there any difference between 
you and the ungodly world 1 Is there 
any difference between you and the 
drunka.r-:l, the harlot, and the Lla,
phemer 1' 
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11 'Ay,•ay ay. Ay, there was :i. differ
. enoe indeed.' 

" 'Well, nowh' I said, ' there is a great 
-differenoe. W o ma.de it. then? for, 
whoever ma.de the difference, should 
hn,ve the glory of it. Did you make the 
-differenoe? ' 

11 ' No, lad.' said one ; and the rest all 
-seemed to join in the chorus. 

"' Who ma.de the difference, then? 
Why, the Lord did it; and did you think 
it wrong for Him to make n difference 
'between yon and other men ? ' 

"'No.no,' they quickly said. 
11 'Very well, then; if it was not 

wrong for God to make the difference, it 
was not wronl!" for Rim to purpose to 
make it. and that is the doctrine of 

-eleotion.' Then they cried. 'Halle
lujs.h ! ' as I said they would." 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
'THE 91st annual meeting of the Society 
·is announced for Monday afternoon, 
May 9th. at 4 p.m., in, the Mansion 
House (Egyptian Hall). Further ps.r
ticulars will he published in due course. 
"The hour fixed will enable many friends 
who cs.nnot attend evening meetings or 
who wish to he at Monday evening 
prayer-meetings t~ b: present. · 

. The Ca.mberwell Asylum anniversary 
will (D,V.) he held on Thursds.y, June 
·9th, and tha.t of HornRey Rise Asylum 
on Friday, July 1st. If our friends will 
take a note of all these gatherings, it 
will prevent other engagements bein-g 
made. 

.. * .. 
The inmates of the Brighton Home 

.and several of the out-pensioners were 
entertained to tea. a.t the Home on 
January 19th, after which short ad
dresses were given by several members 
-of the Board. A simila.r gathering wa.s 
held at the Ca.mberwell Asylum the 
preceding- day, when a goodly number 
of friend·s met the aged pensioners and 
11, oleasa.nt and profita.ble se:i.son was 
-enjoyed, 

* .. 
* Tile lady visitors of the Hornsey Rise 

Asylum have just issued their Circular 
Letter, asking for gifts of work for the 
July sale. All p9,rcels should reaoh the 
Asylum by the middle of June. Good 
sa.len.ble articles will be mo~t useful. A 
special effort is this :ve.u heing- made to 
incren.se the Benevolent Jc'und, for aid
ing the sick inm!ltes, nnd the prooeeds 
of this •ale will, as usual. be devoted to 
this object, ..... 

TIie Qua1·terly Record, just pub
lished, oonta.ins, amongst other in
teresting ma.tter, an excellent portrait 
of the la.te Earl of Shaftesbury. with a 
slight sketoh of his life. Lord Shaftes- I 
bury was one of the warmest friends of 

the Institution, and in 1880 and 1883 
presided over it~ a.nnual meetings, He 
always attributed his first religion~ 
impressions to the Lord's blessing upon 
the words of a godly old servant, Maria 
Millis, and ag-ed vilgrims were ever 
after dear to him. 

WHAT IB THY STA...,DING? 
BY H. G. DANN. 

SOON the thread of life shall perish, 
Now the future looms before, 

Soon shall ceMe the joys we cherish, 
Earthly light shall be no more. 

Say, my soul, what is thy standing, 
For that great eternal day? 
One by one our friends are taken 

From our midst, by death's strong hand, 
Yet hatb this caused us to waken. 

Shown us nature's trust bnt stand. 
Say, my soul, what is thy standing, 
For that great eternal day? 
IR it true that we. God's creatures, 

Still are heedless or our doom, 
What shall be our endless fntures 

Far beyond the silent tomb? 
Say, my- soul. what is thy standing, 
For that great eternal day? 
Doth this world with its frail pleasures, 

Fully yield our heart's desire? 
Doth it, with its flimsy- treasures, 

Satisfy- and never tire? 
Say, my soul. what is thy standing, 
For that great eternal day? 
Earth cannot afford for ever 

Dwelling-pht.ce, unto men. 
Death approaching- soon shall sever 

All conne.:.•tions here.-Then. 
Flay, my soul. ,vhat is thy standing. 
For that great eternal day? 
If! however. spared to linger 

Yet a little long-er here. 
What our feelings when a finger 

Pointing, •~itb, D~th Christ appecir? 
Say, my soul. what i~ thy st:1nding, 
For that great eternal day? 
Soon before the throne in heaYen. 

We, each one, shall h,ive to stand, 
Hn. ve to he£Lr the mes;;age gi vea. 

"To l\Iy ri!cht or My le(t llancl." 
S::i.y, my ~oul. what 1s thy ~tanding, 
For that great eterno.l cluy? 
Jesus Christ. is He tbv Sn.,iour? 

His alone thy robe to wear? 
Hi,; atonement to plead favour? 

His dear nnm~ thy pn.ssword there? 
Safe. my soul. then is rhy standirg-, 
For that great eternul d<ty. 

LET US SING OF JESUS. 
(ReY. i. 5-8.) 

LET us sing of Je~us. 
Sing of His pre:-ious blood; 

L~t us sing of Jesus. 
Who reeoneiled us to God. 

L"'t us sin!? of Jesus. 
Who hung upon tile tree: 

L 0 t us sing of Jesu-i. 
Y,bo lived uncl died for me. 

Let us sing of Jesu, . 
,Yho ro~e a~n.in from the d<."~\d. ; 

Let us sing of Jesus. 
,Yho o'ercalllt" the Kin~ of -:.lr..:-:1.l. 

Let. us sin!? of J e~us. 
Who r,"ign~ in heaven :thoYe; 

Let us sing of Jesu~. 
,Yh'.Jse glorious nn1110 i, Lo,-C'. 
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great end of the sorrows and temptations He endured was to enable Him 
to enter into the sorrows and trials of His people, so as to perfectly 
sympathize with them. In our text, we see Jesus in tears at the grave's 
month, where a loved friend's body was lying, fully sympathizing with 
the grief of Martha and Mary. Though the year is scarcely six weeks 
old, as we write, we have been called seven times to the cemetery since we 
have entered upon it ; this reminds us that there are many bereaved ones, 
!K,rrowing over dear ones removed from them among our readers. That 
they may realize the sympathy of their Lord in their trials is our 
desire. 

We need not dwell upon the narrative, as all our readers are familiar 
with this favourite part of the inspired Word. We have a.II in spirit 
watched with the anxious sisters by the bedside of their beloved brother, 
whose life was so fast ebbing away. We have, in a measure, entered into 
their feelings as the slow weary hours pass, and there is no sign of the 
appearance of Him to whom the touching message had been sent, " Lord, 
behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick." We have been presrnt at the 
closing scene, when the last glimmer of hope died out as the soul of 
Lazarus departed ; and we have sat with the bereaved sisters in the 
darkened and desolate room after the corpse had been laid in its long 
home. We have also heard their mournful wondering words, with a 
touch of reproach in their tones, " Lord, if Thou hadst been here, our 
brother had not died." We have listened also to the wondrous words of 
Jesus, " I am the resurrection, and the life ; he that believeth on Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live : and whosoever liveth and 
belie,eth in Me shall never die." We have, too, as it were, heard His 
voice call Lazarus from the grave, and have tried to imagine the rush of 
wonder, love, and joy which filled the hearts of the sisters at the restora
tion of their brother. This sweet story can never lose its charm with 
devout minds ; it is as fresh to-day as when it was penned nearly two 
thousand years ago. But it is with the two words at the head of this 
paper we wish to deal at this time-"Jesus wept." Wondrous words, 
replete with consolation for mourning hearts I 

Tears are common thingi, in this world. By reason of sin " man is 
born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward." This world has been 
denominated, " A vale of tears." None of the children of Adam can 
escape this sad heritage. We should ever trace our sorrows up to their 
true source, that we may increasingly learn the heinousness of sin. 

"0, thou ugly monster sin, 
Whe.t e. curse he.st thou brought in I 
All creation groans through thee, 
Pregnant source of misery." 

But Jesus was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners, 
yet He wept, the silent tears coursed down His sacred cheeks. A variety 
of explanation of these tears of Jesus have been offered, such as " He 
wept for joy," "He wept because the miracle would bring Lazarus back 
to the unrest of life," •· He wept merely as an example." We entertain 
no doubt that sympathy drew those tears from Jesus' eyes. They dis
cover to us the perfect humanness of our Lord. He shared all our sinless 
infirmities and feelings. Though "God over all for ever blessed," He 
was none the less "the man Christ Jesus." The two natures were ever 
distinct, though the personal union is perfect. There is " a wonderful 
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harmony of humanity and divinity through all His eventful life." 
Weary, resting on the well; thirsty, asking for a drink of water ; yet He 
is ready to give living water to that woman from whom ]'Je had asked a 
-drink to quench His own thirst. Awakened from the sleep His wearied 
body needed, He arose ~nd rebuked the wind and the waves. So here 
He weeps in sweet sympathy ere He bids Lazarus arise from the dead. 
Let bereaved and mourning ones ponder on these words," Jesus wept," 
and remember He is the same loving, sympathizing Lord to-day, as when 
He shed those tears by the grave of Lazarus : 

" He in the da.ys of feeble flesh 
Poured out His cries and tears, 

And in His measure feels a.fresh 
What ev'ry member bears.'' 

If all others fail us, in our hour of sorrow, in our Saviour we have an 
ever sympathizing Friend. 

Those tears of .Jesus were sacred tears. " Tears are now sanctified 
since Jesus wept," said Luther. We may let our tears flow freely over 
departed friends, without reproach to our manhood, or sin against God. 
"Christianity demands the regulation of the natural affections, but it 
does not, like the Stoic philosophy, demand their suppression ; so far 
from this, it bids us to 'weep with them that weep' (Rom. xii. 15) ; 
and, in the beautiful words of Leighton, ' that we seek not altogether to 
dry the stream of sorrow,- but to bound it, and keep it within its banks."' 
So for was Jesus from being displeased with the tears of Martha and 
Mary that He mingled His tears with theirs. " God's saints in all ages 
have been men of tears. ' 0 God,' prayed Augustine, 'give me the grace 
of tears.' " It remains written, " Blessed are ye that weep now ; for ye 
shall laugh.'' Tears of true sympathy with the sorrows of our brethren 
are sacred tears, which God puts in His bottle. He manifests nothing of 
the spirit of Christ, whose eyes remain dry in the presence of the sorrows 
and tears of the saints. True believers are united in sympathy-

'' We she.re our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear ; 

And often for ea.eh other flows 
The sympathizing tear.'' 

The tears of Jesus are sweetly suggestive. As they assure us of His 
sympathy in our sorrows, so they suggest that there is a necessity for us 
to endure them. He who weeps with us has the control of all that con
cerns us, and will not inflict an unnecessary pang, for He shai-es our 
pain. It is only "if need be, that we are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations." How much Martha and Mary would have missed if 
Lazarus had not died! How much poorer the whole Church would have 
been had not this sad event occurred ! Tears minister to our good and 
welfare. The curse is turned into a blessing by the grace of God. 
Jesus' tears assure us we shall not be l~ft comfortless. It is worth while 
to be in tears that we may experience His precious sympathy. Martha 
and Mary never forgat those tears. The spectators said, " Behold how 
He loved him." It compl:)nsates for much suffering to have His love 
demonstrated to our hearts; but His tears are a prophecy that He will 
aid m ; His sympathy secures us succour ; His pity move3 His power. 
This the sisters soon found. We may not expect to have our dead 
restored to life as they had, yet He will not leave us comfortless. Tiley 
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were not tears of weakness that fell from Jesus' eyes. We sympathize, 
but cannot relieve ; His sympathies are backed by His omnipotence. He· 
often now restores dead and buried hopes, and gives "beauty for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness." His tears suggest that our attitude should be that of patient 
resignati°<Jn. He who suffers with us now, will presently wipe away all our 
tears. He is p1·eparing us for a land where the voice of weeping is never 
heard. and sorrow is not known. The night will soon pass, and the 
everlasting day dawn. While we mourn here, we have His sympathy; 
soon the days of our mourning will be ended ; let us, the1·efore. moderate 
our grief, and patiently wait for His delivering hand, with humble
resignation to Bis sovereign will. 

0 UR PO R 'r RA I 1' GALL E.R Y .-No. II I. 
GEORGE w. FAIRHURST, PASTOR 

OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH, F1tESSINGFIELD, SUFFOLK 

I WAS born at Barnet, a town in the county of Hertford, on July 13th, 
18,2. My parents were respectable working people, and I was 

brought up to attend the Established Church, and sent to the Sabbath
school. 

· Of my boyhood days I have nothing special° to record. But my youth 
was spent in the sinful pleasures of the world. I associated with bad 
companions, and was drawn very deeply into sin. My conscience would 
often prick me, and though I wilfully sinned, it always seemed to leave a 
sting behind. Again and again, I resolved to change my l~fe, and be 
better in the future, but it was all in vain. My good resolutions were 
forgotten, my promises broken, and I ran the downward road, until the 
Lord in infinite mercy, stopped me in my course of sin, and brought me 
as a poor hell-deserving sinner to plead for pardon. 

In the year 1891 I was removed, in the providence of God, to the 
village of Cranleigh, in Surrey, and was persuaded by a friend to attend 
the Baptist Chapel there. It was here the Lord met with me, through a 
sermon preached by Mr. Barringer, the pastor, and these words were 
applied with power to my soul : " He that is not with Me, is against 
Me : and He that gathereth not with Me, scattereth abroad." This was 
the arrow of conviction with which God brought me to see myself as a 
lost and ruined sinner in His sight. My heart was broken, and I was led 
to cry as the publican, " God be merciful to me, a sinner." I tried to 
get rid of my burden and to live without sin, but the more I strove to get 
better, the more my sense of guilt, increased, and as I seemed to get no 
answer to my prayers, I was brought down almost to despair. I searched 
the Word of God, and read the precious promises, but I felt that n:ot one 
was intended for me. I could plainly see from the teaching of Scrip
ture, that God had an elect people, but I felt that I was shut out, and 
that God would never be merciful to such a sinner as I was. 

After a time I did gain a little hope, for the minister, in his preach
ing. would trace out my experience exactly, and seek to encourage such 
characters, and many portions of Scripture.were made very sweet to my 
soul. But these hopeful seasons did not last long, and when they were 
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gone, I fen worse than ever ; hut still I could not give up seeking, 
although I often despaired of ever obtaining the blessing, and I resolved 
in my heart 

" Tha.t if I perished, I would pray, 
And perish only there.'' 

In July, 1892, I left Cranleigh and came to March, and attended 
Providence Chapel. Mr. Northfield's ministry was very helpful to me. 
My soul was greatly blessed, and I gathered encouragement, hut I did 
not obtain deliverance untB Mr. Northfield preached from the text, 
" They that are whole need not a physician, but they that are sick." 
The Word was with power, the poor slave was set free, and the sweet 
consciousness of God's love to me, filled my heart with peace and joy. 
Soon after this I went before the Church and I'elated the Lord's gracious 
dealings with my soul, and on December 4th, 1892, I was baptized by 
Mr. Northfield. , 

After the Lord had brought me into Gospel liberty, I felt an earnest 
desire to tell to others what great things He had done for my soul, and 
I became a teacher in the Sabbath-school at March. 

My mind at this time was greatly exercised about the work of the 
ministry, but the sense of my own unworthiness, and the solemnity of 
the work, brought me to feel that the Lord never intended that I should 
preach the Gospel. Nevertheless, it was the burden of my prayers for 
many months, and I constantly besought the Lord, that if it was His 
will, He would open up the way for.me. 

In December, 1893, I was again removed, in the providence of God, 
to Norwich. I attended the Chapel at Orford-hill, and soon found work 
in the Sabbath-school. In January, 189!, brother Hovell, the senior 
deacon, asked me whether I ever had a desire to preach the Gospel, and I 
had to confess to him that it had long been my prayer, that the Lord 
would open my mouth to speak in His name, but that I had kept my 
desire a secret, lest I should run without being sent. The next Lord's
day, he, having consulted with the other deacons, asked me if I would 
take the service on the following Thursday evening, being at that time 
without a pastor. After I had prayerfully considered it, I agreed to do so, 
and preached my first sermon on January 25th, 1894, from John x. 9, 
"I am the door." After some little time, I was again asked to preach 
to the friends at Orford-hill.and very soon doors were opened at different 
places round. 

For some months I was constantly engaged in supplying the Churches 
round, among others, the Church at Saxlingham. After preaching there 
several times, I was invited for three months, which invitation I 
accepted. At the expiration of that period, I was again asked to supply 
for six months, with a view to the pastorate ; this also I accepted. 
The Lord blessed the Word, the congregation increased, and 
six were baptised and added to the Church. But after three months, 
finding that the work. with my business, was more than my constitution 
could stand, I told the Church that I should have to leave them at 
the expiration of my time, which would be in December, 1896. 

During the time I was preaching at Saxlingham, I received an invite 
to preach a.t Fressingfield. I came, and the Lord blessed the Word. I 
was invited to come again, and this led to further engagements. .After 
supplying several times, I received an invitation to come for six months, 



'i4- THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

with a view to the pastorate. This led me constantly to the throne of 
grace, asking the Lord's guidance to direct me in the right way. After 
waiting for some weeks, the Lord applied this text very powerfully to 
my soul, "I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it." 
This led me to accept the call, and I wrote to the Church and told them 
that I would come . 

.After I had been with them five months, the Church was called 
together, and I received the unanimous call to the pastorate. This I 
accepted, believing it to be the Lord's will. The Lord has greatly 
blessed us. His people have bten fed, and some have been added to the
Church. To Him be all the glory. 

Yours sincerely in Jesus, 
GEORGE W. FAIRHURST, 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L . 

.A WONDERFUL TREE. 

AMONG the trees of various kinds that abound in different parts of 
the world, the most wonderful seems to be the palm tree, whether 

we think of the cocoanut, or the date tree, the latter being the palm of 
the Bible. 

We do not see these trees to perfection anywhere in England, 
although plants of the species are found in botanic gardens at Kew and 
elsewhere, some of these being many feet high. 

But in the sunny East they will, when properly cultivated, grow to 
the height of from 60 to 100 feet. The round stem of the tree is com
paratively slender, being from 12 to 18 inches across and full of ridges, 
which mark where the leaves of former years clustered around what waa 
then the top of the growing plant. .All the branches are really enormous
and beautifulfern-like leaves, and are only found at the head of the tree, 
where they form an immense" fan," the beautiful feathery fronds point
ing upwards ; the flowers are formed among the leaves, and the '' cocoa
nuts," as we know them, are the seed of the fruit, the shell of which is
enveloped in a dry fibrous husk. The cocoanut palm is a most useful 
tree. Of course, the cocoanuts themselves are eaten by the people ; the
fibrous husk in which the nuts are enclosed furnishes the " cocoanut 
fibre" from which so many of our door mats, and our cocoanut matting 
is made, and the cordage for ship's cables also. The hard wood of the 
trunk of the tree is made up into many articles, useful and ornamental.. 
The leave8, being so large and strong, are used in the tropics for thatching 
the roofs of the houses, and are also plaited into baskets, mats and the 
like; they use the shells of the nuts for drinking-cups, and cut them up
for spoons as we should use bone or ivory ; and the kernel of the nut 
when pressed yields an oil, liquid in its native country, but known in 
our own land as a white solid, and employed in the manufacture of 
certain kinds of soap and candles. 

The palm tree of Scripture is as beautiful, and almost if not quite aa. 
useful as its nutty relative. This also grows to an immense height, has 
rn,rely any leaves or branches except at the top, and here also the smalL 
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flowers hang. The fruit is formed in thick clusters, suspended between 
the spreading leaves, each bunch of fruit weighing from 30 to 50 lbs. 

The dates, prepared in different ways, furnish the people with much 
of their food, and the.stones of the fruit are ground to feed their camels 
with. The palm is long lived and evergreen. A palm "branch" will 
retain its freshness for years after it has been cut from the tree, and 
often five or six and sometimes even 15 or 16 stems will grow from one 
root, and use is found for every part of the date-yielding palm. 

The stalks of the leaves are spiny and need to be cut with great care, 
and it is believed that the" branches" wliich the Jews waved and spread 
before Jesus in that triumphal procession, were young, unexpanded leaves, 
but even these would each be six or eight feet long, and a number of 
them being carried along would be a very beautiful sight. 

The palm will grow in the desert anywhere near to some hidden 
spring of water, so the Israelites found wells of water and many palm 
trees at Elim. And I have heard that by making incisions in the root 
of the palm tree, and depositing the seeds into those holes, water melon.~
so refreshing to the dwellers in hot climates-can be caused to grow. 

Many more interesting facts might be narrated of the tree so in
timately connected with Jewish history, but I think we have said enough 
to justify us in calling the palm "A Wonderful Tree,'' and surely we 
should admire the wise and merciful providence which made it grow so 
plentifully 41 just when it was most needed." 

Still I am thinking of another tree more wonderful still, and I think 
you will at once guess its name, as you remember what is written in the 
"Revelation," about a tree in the "Celestial City" that bare twelve 
manner of fruits, yielded its fruit every month, and whose leaves were 
for the healing of the nations-" The Tree of Life," and what can that 
be but the Lord Jesus Christ, who is precious to them that believe, and 
is His people's " All in All ! " 

And with the earnest desire that many a dear reader may be led to 
seek and find that Blessed One, I will conclude with a few lines that the 
subject sugg_ested to me some time ago. 

"A beautiful tree is in Paradise growing, 
With fruit-laden branches the whole of the year; 

A luscious and constant variety shewing, 
And its leaves are the healing of wounded ones here. 

It grows on each side the celestial river, 
Heaven's central attraction is always in sight ; 

Yet this Tree stands alone in its glory for ever, 
There's only One source of eternl!,l delight. 

Unlike the fair tree that in Eden was planted, 
Which innocence only might safely draw nigh; 

To the true Tree of Life free admission is granted, 
And sinners may eat it who're ready to die I 

Its fruit may we eat 'neath its shi>dow's soft coolness, 
Its blessin,gs so matchless our souls would receive; 

Dear Saviour, wa fain would partake of Thy fulness, 
And prove Thou art precious to them that believe. 

Thou, Thou art the source and the bountiful Giver, 
Of joys everlasting that know no decay; 

On Thee may we feast and be happy for ever, 
When all things terrestrial hl!,ve vanished away." 

Amen. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY M. A. J. 

The hea.rt's desire.-Phil. iii. 10. 

"THAT I may ln1ow Him." This is the highest knowledge to which 
man can aspire; to reach it the sublime prayer of Jesus must be. 

answered-" that they may know Thee." The prayer of .Jesus and that 
of Paul are expressive of the deep yearning and fervent breathings of a 
soul who has felt the sweet and gracious influence of holy fellowship, and 
ha,e realised the joy of communion with the living, exalted, and 
enthroned Lord. How dim our visions are of the glorious brightness of 
Him who is the express image of the invisible God. How finite our 
ideas and limited our largest conceptions of Him " in Whom: the fulness 
of the Godhead dwells ! " How can I penetrate the stupendous mystery 
of this Divine Being ? Thank God we are not left in darkness, ignor
ance, and doubt: the grand revelation has come, the light of God has 
flashed upon the darkness, and Jesus has declared the Father's name to 
His chosen ones. He Himself nas revealed Himself. Having done so, 
He comes near and by His Spirit speaks to my inner self: " I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life;" "He that bath seen Me bath seen the 
Father also." Such sweet words fall upon the soul like showers upon 
the grass, or, more correctly, they "distil as the dew," calming the 
upheavings of my heart, so that with all the unrest finds a resting-place 
on the bosom of Him who is "fairer than the children of men." 
Resting my weary, tired head upon my Lord, the things of earth become 
dry and barren, the flower-beds of earth, with their endless variety, their 
rich perfumes, are fading things compared with those '' never-withering 
flowers of the paradise of God. 0 that I had " an inspiration from the 
Almighty " while I try to write a few thoughts upon 

THE OBJECT OF THE HEART'S DESIRE. 

The one object of the soul's desire is that I may know Hr111-yes, to 
know the adorable Lord in such blessed relationship and experience that 
will lead me to feelingly say, "Thou, 0 precious Jesus, art the All and 
in all, the precious ONE; Thou art all my salvation." Well, dear friend, 
there are sacred, happy, blessed moments when I can say from the depths 
of my heart, '' Whom have I in heaven but Thee ? " To feel His 
presence, to hear His voice, to realise His love, to experience the power 
of His sustaining grace, is most satisfying and invigorating to my soul. 
As I pass on along the path of life, amidst all its cares, trials, sorrows, 
and responsibilities, I know that above them all Christ is " King of 
kings and Lord of lords." To sit at His feet, to know that all my 
interests are in His hands, that my present safety and eternal salvation 
and all the graces of the Spirit are under His control. Do we not feel 
one absorbing desire rising above all others-viz., " to see the King in 
His beauty." 

I do not want to know all the great problems propounded by men 
concerning Jesus;• I love His Word because it portrays my Lord. His 
doctrines I value more than rubies, and His precepts more than fine 
gold; but I want even more than thef!e-Christ, the living Christ, my 

• r.~ thou ~owest Christ well, thou knowest enough, though thou know no 
more. -LaUmer. 
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soul desires. J want to feel His touch, His love, His grace, His power 
and His resurrection. Like the poet, the Lord's people can say, "Give 
me Christ, or else I die." To be separated from my Lord I am helpless
ness itself, apart from Him I am barren and dead. 

Thousands and ten thousand objects arrest the worldling, and poor 
deluded mortals run after shadows :tnd feed upon vanity. Ye regenerated 
ones, Christ is to you the " Chiefest amongst ten thousand: yea, He is 
altogether lovely "-none to be compared with Him. He exceeds all in 
God's vast creation. Men may feed on h1lslcs, but give me the wheat of 
the kingdom. Men may be content with the fleeting things of earth, 
but give me the "bread of heaven." Christ is the Bread of Life-yes, 
and He alone is the object of the heart's desire. 

THE WISH OF 'fHE CHRISTIAN HEART. 

"That I may know Him."· In this case the wish is father to the 
thought. Much is embodied in this wish-i.e., it implies so much and 
so many things. It appears to me in reading this text that it fully 
implies a desire to become more deeply acquainted with Christ, to know 
His nature as far as it is possible for finite man to know the infinite 
Christ. To know His love, its greatness, and its duration-yea, more 
than this-it is to know that He is love, pity, sympathy, and that He 
compassionates His people in their sorrows and trials. It is a desire to 
know His character, its nobleness, greatness, and uniqueness-its immacu
late purity; it implies a wish to know and understand His work-not the 
work of man, but the work of God-to know His salvation which He 
wrought out for the deliverance of His people, who were bound by chains 
of sin and kept in bondage. 

l cannot but think that even more than this mere knowledge of 
Christ is suggested. Do you not think that an experimental realisation 
of these things is really meant ? To know the wonder-working power 
of Christ, the transforming power of His grace, and to participate in the 
deep, solid, and soul-nourishing truths of Jesus in the heart, this can be 
gathered from words immediately following our text-viz., a wish for 
personal identification with Christ in His sufferings. The fellowship of 
His sufferings is the actual bearing of the croEs laid upon us-the filling 
up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ. Finally, we haYe a 
wish or desire to be conformable unto His death, formed to the likeness 
of His death, and to fully apprehend that for which I am apprehencled
i.e., laying hold on the prize for which I was laid hold on by Christ. 
May this desire of Paul's be ours, "That I may know Him," for it is 
life eternal to know Jesus Christ. 

CHANGE AND IMlVIL'TABILITY. 
BY E1n;N1❖z~;R BEECHER. 

THE close of one year and the opening of another brings to mind the 
words of the poet, " Change and decay in all around I see," and it 

becomes the language of every observant being on earth, for all created 
things ure more or less changefnl, and the Bible informs us that " Verily 
every man at his best state is altogether vanity," or uncertainty. Neither 
men nor things continue loug in one state or condition, they are changed 
by age or circnmstanees, or both. Time sets its·mark indelibly upon the 

E 
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whole of the product.ions of earth, and they fade, die, decay, and are 
forgot.t,en. The best of earthly friendships and relationships endure but 
for a little while, and end in death and desolation. Kingdoms rise and 
fall, and are lost sight of for ever, and the earth itself will presently be a 
thing of the past. Seeing that this is so, it is refreshing to turn to en
during things, and contemplate the possessions that the believer has as 
his heritage in the Lord J esns Christ. And first of all, he h11s an unchauge
able G-od, who loves him with an unchanging love, having made with 
him " an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure;" full of 
immutable purposes of grnce and mercy, which are being carried out by 
Divine pm,·er, producing permanent results, which will everlastingly dis
play the Divine glory in the unchangeable reign and priesthood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for 
ernr," and in whom "dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." 
The believer is "blessed with all spiritual blessings in Him.'' He is the 
inheritor of all the unchangeable promises which "in Him are yea, and 
in Him amen, unto the glory of God by us." The redemption that He 
has wrought is an unchangeable one, " by one offering He hath per
fected for ever them that are sanctified." Reconciliation is unalterably 
made. There can be no change in the spotless righteousness wrought 
out by the Lord Jesus Christ, in which every believer in Him is 
enrobed, and consequently po!;Sesses unchangeable justification. The 
indwelling of the Roly Spirit is an abiding reality. His operations 
in the heart He has created anew are carried on with unchangeable, 
because omnipotent power. The design of them all is the eternal 
glory of the Lord Jesus Christ in the salvation, restoration, and 
glorification of every elect vessel of mercy. We have a Bible which is 
full of unchangeable truth, which, through the power of the Holy Spirit 
gives unfailing relief in all the changeful experiences of our earthly 
career, and becomes to us, " as it is in truth, tbe Word of God," full of 
precious light, guidance, strength, comfort, peace and joy, and enables us 
to realise our unchangeable relationship to our Father in heaven, and to 
press on our way " in the strength of the Lord God," making mention of 
His righteousness, and so to " run with patience the race set before us, 
looking unto Jesus." We have also an enduring home in prospect, where 
changes are unknown, where sin, pain, want, care, sorrow, sickness 
and death can never enter, where there shall be no night or darkness, no 
failures, no cessation of pure and perfect worship, but "fulness of joy" 
and " pleasures for evermore " in the unveiled presence of Jesus, un
broken fellowship with Him, 11,nd all the redeemed, each having received 
" a crown of glory that fadeth not away " to cast at His feet, as we 
"join the everlasting song and crown Him Lord of all." " Wherefore, 
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent, that ye may be 
found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless." 

12, Clydesdale-roa.d, Notting Hill, W, 
[The preceding was written for January number, but crowdedout.-J. W. B.l 

Jesus as !Jlediatoi·, was called to the work ; qualified for it ; supported in 
it, and r~warded for it. 

Christ will retain His essential kingdom as God when His mediatorial 
kingdom as God-man ceaseth, and then God in His Trinity of Persons shall be 
All-in-all (1 Cor. xv. 28). 
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A NEW YEAR'S PORTION. 
BY F. c. HOT,DEN. 

'' My kindness shall not depart from thee."-Isaiah liv. 10. 

OUR first consideration shall be, "Whose words are these? " The 
Holy Ghost has given us in the immediate connection a sevellfolcl 

description of who the speaker is, six of which are contained in the fifth 
verse, "Thy Maker," Thy Husband," "The Lord of Hosts," " Thy 
Redeemer," "The Holy One of Israel," " The God of the whole earth ; " 
and the seventh is in tenth verse, "The Lord that hath mercy on thee." 
Now, if promises are valuable according the character, ability, and in
fluence of the Promiser, surely this must be invaluable, or as in the words 
of the Holy Ghost by Peter, '' Exceeding great and precious," and thar 
which makes the promises of the Lord so precious is that they arc as 
sure as they are suitable. As good Dr. Watts sings-

" Engraved as in eternal brass, 
The mighty promise shines, 

Nor can the powers of darkness rase 
These everlasting lines. 

He that can dash whole worlds to death, 
And make them when He please, 

He speaks, and that Almighty breath, 
Fulfils His great decrees. 

His very word of grace is strong 
As that which built the skies, 

The voice that rolls the stars along 
Speaks all the promises." 

Our second consideration shall be, " To whom are they addressed ? " 
If we look at the connection in which they stand we shall see that they 
are addressed to those who are in grace relationship to God, by virtue of 
union to, and oneness with, the Lord Jesus Christ, for to Him it is that 
they are married, and by Him it is that they are redeemed. Moreover, they 
are those with whom God has entered into covenant, saying, "For as I 
have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth, 
so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee nor rebuke thee." 
Observe, He does not say He will not chastise or correct; on the contrary, 
He says in the 89th Psalm, " If His children forsake His law, and walk 
not in His judgments, if they break His statutes and keep not His 
commandments, then He will visit their transgressions with the rod, and 
their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless ( oh blessed nevertheless) my 
lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer My faithful
ness to fail.'' "My kindness shall not depart from thee." This sweet 
promise is, therefore, the portion of all who are born of the Spirit, for 
such, and such only, are manifestly the children of God. It is also a part 
of the heritage of all the servants of the Lord, and whose righteousness is 
of Me, saith the Lord (see verse 17). It is addressed to those who feel 
they greatly need it. 

Our third consideration shall be, "What is its special feature ? " 
viz., "Divine kindness.'' We notice it is " unconditional.'' Some men 
would attach conditions, but God has not done so, and there is no room 
for any here. It suits me just as it is, and I hope it does you, dear 
reader. We also observe that it is rebsoliete, " My kindness sh{tll not 
depart from thee.'' Again, we n'lte that it is the best possible kindnesss 
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one can be intei·ested in, because it has omnipotence as its backbone. 
Human kindness would prompt its possessors to do what they cannot,. 
bn t there is no cannot attaching to Di vine kindness. " Moreover," it is. 
always regulated by unerring wisdom, which is more th:m can be said of 
human kindness, and in addition to all this it is perfectly free, unmerited, 
undeser,ed, b,r those to whom it is manifested. And yet ao-ain it is 
locing kindness, whilst, perhaps, best of all, it is everlasting kindness . 

. May much of this kindness be realized and enjoyed by the editor, 
writers, and readers of E. V. & G. H. through the year 1898, is the 
prayer of the writer of this brief paper. 

" Everlasting kindness I Hark. my soul, 'tiR He, 
Thy Jehovah-Jesus, speaks this word to thee, 
Everlasting kindness I Speak that word once more ; 
0, my soul, still listen, trust it and adore. 

Everlasting kindness never shall depart, 
Well Jehovah-Jesus knew my wandering heart, 
Knew that lovingkindness, tender, true, and·free, 
Everlasting kindness, only suited me." 

BAPTISTS-WHAT ABOUT THEM? 
Se1·ial Pape1·s on Baptist History, P1·inciples, Pi·actices, Churches, 

and Men.-XIX. 
BY SAMUEL BANKS. 

BAPTIST PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES-( Continued). 
"AnrLT BAPTISM!" Let us hear no more of this delusive and unscripturat 
misnomer. True, the persons who are baptised in Baptist bodies are more· 
frequently full-grown and of full age than in youth ; but that is not the reason 
for baptising them. They are baptised because of their repentance toward' 
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and their own expressed desire to• 
publicly coufess the same according to His will and after the manr.,er of His 
example and command.· 

" BEL!E\'ERS' BAPTISM ! " 
That is it. That phrase correctly expresses the Scriptural idea. 
We have frequent cause for rejoicing over the sovereign grace of God· 

manifested in the souls and gracious lives of lads and lasses who desire to
follow Jesus iu the way of His own appointment. Every loving precaution 
is used : but our in'}uiry is never " How old are you?'' nor anything at all 
of that nature. There is neither limit of age nor standard of height in the
family of the Lord. Xo; a thousand times No! We are not to be looked 
upon-nor are we to consider ourselveB-as the exponents of "Adult"· 
baptism. Fling to the winds the misleading term. 

While Baptists decline to baptise infants, they believe in and practise the 
baptism of all those-and only those-who make a credible profession of their 
discipleship to the Lord Jesus. The believing are fit and Scriptural candidates 
for baptism. Intelligent and gracious children are often remarkable in
their e\"ideuce of 9. God-given faith in Christ, a simple, unwavering trust in• 
the Mercy a11d Grace of God, and undoubted fruits of the indwelling Spirit 
of the SaYiour. We baptise such, with profound thanksgiving and holy joy. 

As to 
CJICTRCJI MEMBERSHIP 

for Christiau minors, what is there to forbid ? What doth hinder? Why 
should they stand without? Gather the young believers into the Church of· 
Christ ; tliis is distinctly according to His mind anrl will. Not that they may 
be saved 1,y being united with a Church ; but united with a Church becaus~ • 
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they have given evidence of Ralvation, and experienced regenerating grace. 
Now, in the fold of the Good Shepherd, let them be instructed in the way of 
rig·hteousness, nourished, protected and encouraged in all that is for the goo,! 
and the true, and the glory of God. 

"We love the Iambs, Lord JeAus, 
Thou foldest, with Thy floc,k; Aw~~ ~~l.f ~W;rbTa0lb!!h~~:,. 

But when you come to a share in the responsible conduct of the affairs of 
the Church, and a vote in important deci11ions, the younger will certainly speak 
through their elders, and be 11uite content to wait until they come of age, in 
the natural and national sense, before sharing otherwise in the more weighty 
and responsible matters of Church government. 

Let us wait upon the Lord humbly, earnestly and trustfully that He will 
direct us how, in harmony with His sovereign will and purposes, we may lead 
our young Christian adherents who have gracious zeal, spiritual gifts and 
ardent youthful glow into channels of Scriptural and promising usefulness. 

The day is past and gone for the mistaken attitude of checking and dis
couraging young Christians in works of faith and labours of love. 

Orpington, February, 18~8. 

THE LATE MR. GEORGE TURNER. 

WE very deeply regret to have to record the death of Brother George Turner, 
which took place at his residence, 409, Romford-road, on Wednesday, February 
2, 1898, aged 64. This intelligence will be received with universal regret by 
our readers, 

The sorrow is increased by the fact that Mrs. Turner, his beloved partner, 
is confined to her bed, by whose side her husband breathed his last. 

It is a heavy trial for the Church at "Elim," Limehouse, where for many 
years he filled the office of deacon and secretary. 

Not the least of the number whose heart is made sad, is his pastor, Mr. F. 
C. Holden, who himself being confined to his bed with a severe attack of 
illness was unable to visit deceased or attend the funeral. 

In the removal of George Turner many of the poor of "the household of 
faith" will miss a kind and generous friend. 

As we hope to give a further account of Brother George Turner, with 
portrait, in .April, we will only now note 

'fHE FUNERAL, 

which took place at Tower Hamlets' Cemetery, Bow, on Monday, February 7, 
1898, amid many tokens of esteem. Mr. Turner having been superintendent 
of the K Division of Police, the officers and men sent a splendid wreath of 
choice and expensive flowers, with the inscription :-

" WITH SINCERE SYMPATHY FR011 

'IHE O~'FICEI\S AND )!EN 

01' 'fHE K DIVISIO~." 

On arriving at the Cemetery the body was taken into the Chapel, the service 
being conducted by Pastor John Box, which commenced with a short prayer, 
and singing:-

"Hear what the voice from be,w·n proclaims 
For all the righteous dend." 

Pastor E. Mitchell read the Scriptures. Pastor E. White auuounced the 
hymn," For ever with the Lord," and Mr. Box, with much feeling, gave a 
solemn address. Mr. Mitchell petitioned the throne of grace on behalf of the 
widow, Pastor Holden and the Church at Elim, that the event might be 
sanctified to all. ' 

The procession then went to the grave. Hymn," Give me the wings of 
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faith to ri~e," &c., was sung. Mr. Box again addressed the large assembly, 
aml prayer was offered by Pastor E. Marsh, of Stratford. 

In the funeral corte,qe was a coach with the deacons of Elim, also one with 
a deputation from the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist Churches, of 
,d1ich our departed brother was Hon. Minute Secretary for seven years. Those 
who formed the deputation were :-Pastor E. White l'Voolwich), Pastor A. 
Steele (Spa-road, Bermondsey), Mr. Millwood (deacon, Hill-street), and Mr. F. 
T. Xewmau (deacon, Clapham Junction). 

The Metropolitan Police were represented by Superintendents Smith (C 
l)i,-ision), Wells (K Division), Vedy (Y Didsion), Hammond (G Division), and 
Hobbins (Woolwich Dockyard Division). Inspectors-Hancock, Mellish, 
Carter, and Knight (of the K Division), who all served under Mr. Turner. 

The Churches in London and suburbs were mostly represented, among 
whom were Messrs. W. H. Lee (Bow), Howard, ·waiter, Bayes, Lovelock, 
:::.owrie (Brother Baldwin was absent through illness), and many others 
(Limehouse), Belcher, Haines, Spratt, Dawson, &c. (Homerton Row), 
Palmer and Pallett (Waltham Abbey), Boulden (Surrey Tabernacle), Waite 
(Rehoboth, Clapham), Beecher (Shouldham-street), Jones (New Cross), 
Mitchell, Banks, Licence (Chadwell-street), Noyes (Poplar), A. II. Brooks 
(Bexley), Parker (Brentford), James Clark, Hall, Stockdale, &c. (Bethnal 
Green), Ince (Little Alie-street), Crispin and others (Shalom, Hackney), 
Gibbens (Philip-lane, Tottenham). Cooper (Wandsworth), Nash (Ponder's End). 

There were also friends from Ilford, East Harn, West Ham, Leyton, Grays, 
Walthamstow, Hoxton, Lewisham, Peckham, Brixton, Hornsey, Holloway, 
&c., &c. 

Hymns snug were from Hymn-sheet for Funeral Services (No. 12, by R. 
Banks and Son); about 175 of which were used. 

Thus amid every manifestation of respect from the Churches and those 
with whom he was associated in his daily avocation, the mortal remains of 
George Turwir were laid to rest. · 

Dear Mr. Banks,-Mrs. Turner desires to express through the pages of the 
E.\". & G. H. her gratitude and sincere thanks to those frieuds far and near, 
who ha,e sent her such consoling and cheering letters of sympathy and 
condolance in her bereavement. 

Being unable in her present state of health to answer each separately, she 
trusts they will accept this as an ackno\\\ledgment of their kindness and 
Christian love to her. 

Believe me, to remain, yours faithfully, 
J AS. THOMAS. 

409, Romfor.i-road, Forest Gate, E., Feb. 18th, 1898. 

TRANSLATION'S FROM CHADWELL-STREET TO HEAVEN. 

SAMUEL GERVIS HUTCHINSON. 

DECEASED (the father of brother Samuel Hutchinson, cf the Strict Baptist 
Mission in India), a member of the congregation, at Mount Zion, Chadwell
street, passed through the river, Thursday, December 2, 1897. His feet had 
scarcely left "Jordan's stormy banks," before he entered "Canaan's fair and 
happy land ; " it was a quick, but safe passage. The funeral took place 
Wednesday, December 8, 1897, at Abney Park Cemetery. Previous to leaving 
the house, a service was held, conducted by pastor E. Mitchell, assisted by 
pastor ·w. Sinden. The order of the service was as follows :-Short prayer, 
Scripture, address, singing "Rock of Ages" (a hymn the departed sang 
through as he sat in his chair, a day or so preceding his translation), and 
auother prayer, and the body was conveyed to the Cemetery, where it was 
consigned to the custody of the grave in "sure and certain hope," followed by 
brethren Mitchell, Abbott, Dickens, J. W. Banks and others. The beloved 
widow feels her loss, but is wonderfully supported. Her "only child," whose 
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"integrity, conscientious consistency and uprightness," she speaks of with 
more than a mother's pride, is the esteemed Samuel Hutchinson, of the Strict 
Baptist Mission. 

FREDElllC!( WoOLGAR 

departed this life, January 6, 1898, aged 33, leaving a widow and three 
young children, eldest not four years. A strong, hearty-looking young man, 
quickly taken from his earthly home to heaven above. An internal 
growtJ1 necessitated a surgical operation. Previous to leaving home for 
the hospital he read the 92nd Psalm, engaged in prayer, kissed his wife and 
children, and bade them "good-bye." In three days his spirit returned to God 
who gave it. This sorrowful circumstance has touched the heart of his 
brethren and sisters at Mount Zion, Chadwell-street. 

Deceased was a native of Sussex, where the work of grace first began 
iu his soul ; he was very fond of hearing the late Mr. George Greenyer, whose 
ministry was useful to him. On coming to London he attended Chadwell
street, was set at liberty under Mr. Mitchell and was baptised by him and 
joined the Church there in the year 1889, and remained a most ~onsistent 
member till translated to that part of the Church which has "crossed the 
flood." His remains were interred at Finchley, by his pastor, January 12, 1898. 

THE LATE MRS. EMILY TOUSSADTT. 

Thirty-three years a member at Mount Zion, Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell. 

Mrs. Emily Toussaint was born April G, 1814, the only child of }fr. 
Jonathan Watcham Pearson, Dentist, of Great Marlborough-street, London, 
W. Her mother's maiden name was Burgess, daughter of Mr. Edward 
Burgess, Dentist, of Poland-street, W. Mr. Pearson was a member of the 
Church at Crown-street Chapel, Soho, under the ministry of Mr. John Rees, an 
able and esteemed preacher of the Gospel, under whose ministry i.\.[rs. T. 
experienced her first serious impressions. 

Deceased lost her mother when she was two years of age. Some years 
after her father married Miss Catherine Ann Wallis, a lady of refinement, and 
well accomplished, under whose care she was educated. 

In March, 1833, after the death of her father, Miss Pearson was married to
Mr. J. B. Toussaint, of Pall Mall, and she then became a member of the 
Robert-street Church, under the ministry of Mr. W. Leach, her husband being 
a deacon of that Church. After the death of her husband, Mrs. T. attended 
Soho Chapel, Oxford-street, her stepmother having become the wife of Mr. 
George Coombs, the minister. Upon removal to Highbury, Mrs. T. for a short 
time with her family attended Islington Chapel (Mr. Hollis). Then she was. 
under the ministry of Mr. Edward Palmer, at "The Rooms," Providence
place. Subsequently Mrs. T. was baptised by Mr. John Glaskin, and joinecl 
the Church which had been formed under his ministry. In the year 1865, 
Mrs. Toussaint was transferred to the Church worshipping at Chadwell-street, 
C_lorkenwell, under the pastorate of the late Mr. John Hazelton, where she 
continued in membership and fellowship till the time of her death. 

Mrs. Toussaint was one of those quiet, unobtrusive Christians, whose 
religion is characterised by practice ; faith was evidenced by her works, 
according to the apostolic injunction. Nothing of the sensational loving age 
had any charm for her. · 

As to her conversion, the following incident may be narrated as an illustra
tion of her Christian experience. Some years back. one Sunday morning, when 
returning home from Chadwell-street, she was accosted by a zealous young 
woman, who asked her when she came to Christ? Mrs. T. said she could not 
mention any special time-there had been a gradual work going on in her soul 
all her life. The young person said, "You ought to know-I can tell the 
exact moment when I found Christ." The .dear old lady wished the zealous 
young friend "good morning" as soon as possible. 

In the latter years of her life the Lord was pleased to affiid her with 
deafness, which proved a heavy cross to benr. As it deprh·ed her of hearing 
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the Gospel preached and enjoying spiritual intercourse with her friends. 'l'his, 
at times, depressed her g·reatly, being nature.Uy of a bright, cheerful disposition, 
and one of her greatest delights was to have those she loved gathered round 
her for social intercourse. She also loved to minister to the poor of the Lord's 
tlock, and many a heart has been cheered and comforted by her quiet acts of 
beneYolence. Her heart was full of unselfish love and yearning sympathy for 
any who were in sorrow or trouble. She literally carried out the injunction, 
"Weep with those who weep, and rejoice with those who rejoice." 

Shortly before Christmas, 1897, taking cold, brought on an attack of ~cute 
bronchitis, which, owing to a previously enfeebled state of the heart and her 
advanced age, ended fatally, and on Tuesday morning, January 11th, at five 
minute>' to three she gently breathed her last. It was a privilege to minister 
to her during her illness, for she was so calm and peaceful, and until she 
became only semi-conscious giving sweet smiles of recognition to those who 
were near her bedside. The Lord favoured her to have some sweet glimpses 
of the glory world before she reached it, and her eyes were opened to see the 
bright angels and ministering spirits waiting to relieve her. Gazing upwards 
she said, '' I see somebody there." At another time she said, " ·who are those 
walking over there ? You cannot see them." A few nights before her death, 
she was heard quietly repeating these words, "A Brother born for adversity," 
"my Rock," 11 my Refuge,"" precious Jesus," and on Saturday morning she 
said,, 11 I am well off-I have grace, grace." A glad look of surprise often 
passed over her dear face, and she frequently raised her arms, and beckoned, 
or pointed, and seemed trying to grasp a hand held out towards her. Only 
once during her illness she suddenly turned on her pillow and gave a startled, 
frightened look, as though the arch-adversary had been permitted to draw 
near, but she was soon calm again, and all was peace. She is for ever with 
the Lord she loved. 

MRS. li..1.RRIET ELIZAUETH FRICKER. 

The Lord has freely visited His Church at Chadwell-street of late. In the 
:first month of the current year He has removed four of its members from this 
lower world to their mansions in the skies. The subject of this notice was the 
wife of our esteemed brother, Mr. W. R. Fricker. She was called home 
Yery suddenly during the absence of her husband, on January 27th, in her 65th 
year. Her connection with Mount Zion dated back 52 years, as she was a 
scholar in the school when Mr. Herschell was pastor of the Church. She was 
present at the re-opening of the Chapel after it had been purchased by the 
Church now worshipping there, and has been connected with the people ev~r 
since. The subject of divine impressions from her early youth, it was m 
1862, under the ministry of the beloved Mr. John Hazelton, that her soul was 
set at liberty while he was preaching from John iii. 33, "He that bath 
received His testimo:iy bath set to his seal that God is true." She joined the 
Church i;hortly afterwards,and remained an honourable and consistent member 
until her death. By her removal her husband has lost, to use his own expres
sion, "One of the best of wives," after 35 years of happy union ; while the 
Church mourns the removal of another pillar, and the poor the loss of a good 
friend. She suffered greatly the last two years of her life, but now her 
sufferings are all ended, and she is with her Lord. 

"O happy saints, who dwell in light. 
And walk with Jesus, clothed in white I 
Rafe h,.nded on that peaceful shore, 
Where pilgrims meet to part no more I" 

The funeral took place on Wednesday, February 2. Service was held in 
the house, of an exceptionally solemn character, conducted by her beloved 
pastor, Mr. E. Mitchell, in the presence of a large circle of sorrowing 
relations and sympathising friends. At the conclusion, the cortege wended its 
way to the Cemetery at Ilford, where the mortal remains of Sister Elizabeth 
Fricker were deposited in the family grave. Mr. Mitchell, in a few suitable 
sentences, feelingly performing the last offices. 
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A goodly uumber of sincere and earnest admirers of deceased from 
Ch11.dwell-street, came down by train to pay the last tribute of respect to one 
whom they loved in the Lord. 

Mrs. Fricker wns "well laitl in the grave," the obse<1uies, according to her 
station in life, being carried out under tl,e instructions of her sorrowi1w 
husband. .-, 

The sorrow of this occasion was greatly increased by the decease of 

ERNE8'r WALLIS, 

a most promising hoy of 12 years, being translated from earth to heaven 
Tuesday, February 1. The lad, son of Mr. Wallis, precentor at Chadwell~ 
street,·was a grand-nephew of Mrs. Fricker. Everyone who knew the youth 
loved him. For his age he was very forward in his studies at school, but 
above all, there was. without doubt, "some good thing in him toward th~ 
Lord God of Israel." 

Her pastor, Mr. Mitchell, improved the occasion of her death on Sunday 
evening, February 6th, by a suitable discourse founded on Phil. i. 21. Hymns 
1,025, 991, 1,026 (Denham), and, "For ever with the Lord," were sung. 
Hymn 1,026 was a great favourite with the departed. Her husband has 
the deep sympathy of the Church at Chadwell-street in this painful bereave
ment. 

THE PULPIT, 'l'HE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

Come, ye Cltild'ren. Everybody's 
Book. By C. H. Spurgeon. London : 
Passmore and Alabaster, 4, Paternos
ter Buildings, E.C. Cloth, price 2s, 
each. 

THE points of difference between the 
theology of the late Mr. Spurgeon and 
that advocated by us are distinct and 
not unimportant. These differences 
do not, however, prevent UR recognising 
his great and varied excellences. His 
" Treasury of David " has laid the whole 
Church under deep obligation ; and his 
noble stand in the " Down-grade con
controversy" endeared him to all lovers 
of'' the truth as it is in Jesus." •• Come, 
ye cbildren," is "a book for Parents and 
Teacbe1·s on the Christian training of 
children." Written in his well-known 
manner, it evinces the great love he felt 
for children and young people-a feeling 
which we confess we share. Without en• 
dorsinl!: all its contents. we cannot 
imagine a p11rent or Sunday-school 
teacher, who knows how to discri,ninate, 
reading it through without obtaining 
many useful hintR, and being stimulated 
in the great work of bringing up the 
children " in the nuture and admonition 
of the Lord." •'Everybody's Book" is 
a selection and oollection from several of 
the author's published works. Scarcely 
an article in it extends over one page. 
The selections appear to us to have been 
judiciously mnde ; they are pointed, and 
full of that sanctified common sense 

which is so prominent a feature in all the 
author's writings. A grea~ variety of 
topics are here touched with a master
hand. We shall be surprised if it doe8 
not become a favourite with the countless 
admirers of Mr. Spurgeon's productions. 
C. H. Spurgeon's .Autobiography, com-

piled from his diary, letters, ancl 
records, by his Wife, ancl his Private 
Secretary. London : Passmore and 
Alabaster, as above. Cloth, gilt 
edged, illustrated ; to be completed 
in four vols., demy 4to. Price 10s. 
6d. each. Also published in monthly 
shilling parts. 

TBis is the '' Standard Life " of 
the great preacher and philanthro
pist. Its compilation has duubtle~s 
been a labour of love. The storv 
is being told, as the title indicates, 
as nearly as possible in Mr. Spurgeon's 
own words, the Editors introducing no 
more of their own than is necessary to 
give something of a connected form to 
the narrative, or to explain some event 
or letter introduced. The first ml., the 
only one at present published. does not 
present much fresh matter. as most of 
its contents have been published from 
time to time, but the pieces are here 
gathered together into a symmetrical 
whole. Any disappointment that might 
be felt in the absence of fresh informa
tion is more than compensated by thus 
having these ecattered portions pieced. 
and the whole presented in Mr. Spur-
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geon's own inimitable words, which ex
press what he himself thought and felt 
in the various s!ages and events in his 
life : thus we get the boy, youth, and 
man as he really existed, and not some• 
one's idea, more or less approximating to 
the t.ruth, of what he was. The account 
of the Lord's dealings with his soul in 
bringing him to the saving knowledge 
of Himself is deeply interesting, not only 
as it respects his own sah•ation, but also 
as it formed a training for his future life's 
work. We see the instrument, in the 
forming hands of the great Creator, 
being unerringly fashioned for the great 
purpose for which it was designed to be 
employed. This first volume brings 
the story down to the terrible cholera 
visitation in 1854, soon after Mr. Spur
geon had become the pastor of the 

Church at New Park-street. It deals, 
therefore, with his early experiences in 
preaching, his pastorate at Waterbeach, 
and his removal to London, 1'he first 
two sermons he preached in London are 
given, also some specimen outlines of an 
earlier date. In chap. xvi. we have an 
epitome of the leading doctrines he 
held, and so powerfully enunciated all 
through his ministry ; and in chap. 
xxxi. his views on ordination to the 
ministry are plainly expressed, We pre
sume the book will have an immense 
Fale, as the admirers of Mr. Spurgeon are 
almost beyond count, and all will wish to 
be possessed of this memorial of him. 
The publishers have done their work 
superbly ; the p!Lper, printing, illustra
tions, binding, and appearance of the 
book leave nothing to be desired. 

"HIS WORK IS PERFFCT."-DEUT. xxxn. 4. 

GREAT God I Thy mysteries to mankind a.re 
Only known through the Son of Thy love, Thy First Elect, 
Thy only Son ; who with Thyself one undivided equal, 
Eternal in choice and purpose, also in execution. 
Thy great plan of mercy, reaches to the downmost 
Misery of humanity ; to raise a Church complete, 
Engaged Thy infinite wisdom; and bring to Thy feet 
Perishing sinners, who by the disobedience of one, 
Lay in sin's thraldom, helpless and for ever undone. 
Thy name is holy, Thy purposes and counsels a.re a.like, 
"How shall man, then, be just with his Maker?" 
The plan is with Thyself, until the time come. 
After Thou didst ·• overturn, overturn, overturn " 
Kingdoms, empires, thrones, men and nations, 
Then ea.me He " whose right is "to claim His gift; 
When the immortal gong timed the time, He 
Ca.me to uplift that fallen Church, 
And fix it upon an immoveable foundation 
La.id in Zion, by oaths, promises, and blood, 
Able to stand Hell's fiercest shock, and hold all 
Their "souls in life,'" never again to fin'ly fall. 
This great work is so complete, that all the men 
Wbo have been born into this world, or shall be, 
With all arts, and era.ft, and the devil at back, 
Cannot alter one a.et of love nor find fault, 
Though some dare spit in their Maker's face 
And call His work and ways disgrace. 
But He will have His own, and they with Him 
In glory must for ever shine; or the work 
Will be void and nill, and hell rejoice to know 
One for whom He died is lost in woe ; and He, 
Who undertook to save, has lost part of His seed, 
And bled in vain. What! a di ;appointed Saviour? 
No ; hail, blessed Jesus ! we by Thy grace a.lone 
Are on the road, and soon Thy lovely face 
Shall see; satisfied with Thy likeness, and Thou, 
Sa.tisfied in soul that every heir of bliss, 
Freed from a world of sin, shut in 
With Him for ever and ever, to g_o out no more. 

8ambridge. 
J, HARLICK. 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

-OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
THE hopes expressed at the annual 
meeting last October are abundantly 
confirmed by the cheering tidinga 
brought by the Indian mail. The task 
set two years ago of purging the Mission 
appeared to be right at the time, but 
the much fuller knowledge acquired in 
the preparation for its accomplishment 
proved that this was an erroneous 
judgment, and that the only course 
open was that taken by the com
mittee, and, in dear brother Hutchin
son's words, "to lay the whole 'matter 
before God and seek His direction." All 
the information that has come, directly 
or indirectly, since the subscribers' 
meeting last April fully verifies the 

. correctness of the dacision finally 
arrived at as the only righteous ground 
-on which the blessing of the divine 
Lord of · mission labour might be 
sought. 

We have now the joy to announce 
that the closing words of our report 
are fulfilled, in which, referring tn 
the eminent auitability of brethren 
Hutchinson and Booth for the work of 
the Mission, the committee said: "We 

-confidently hope for the continuance of 
their efforts." Both of llhem have con
sented to serve the Lord in the employ 
of the committee. Brother Hutchinson 
thus concludes his letter, dated Jan. 20, 
1898: ''No doubt you and others who 
have supported me all through have had 

. a trying and difficult task, and I thank 
you all very heartily, and trust that 
happier days are in store for us all. 
-Excuse a brief letter, as I am trying to 
-catch the mail, and with Christian love 
believe me, very sincerely yours." 

We feel, though the long waiting has 
.had an apparently bad effect on eager, 
impatient, or wavering friends, the 
.latter having largely withdrawn their 
help, that this delay has been fraught 
with great advantages and will prove a 
fruitful factor in the blessings in store. 
·Our brother has not been idle during 
the days of waiting; he has been busy 

·in further preparation for his own 
active mission work in seeking the 
iield of labour and in other ways, so 
that the delay has only been a delay of 
specific decision, but not a postpone
ment of such activities as that de
cision (whenever reached) involves. 
Thus we are practically as well ad
vanced as if we had known the issue 
ef careful correspondence from its 
,commencement. 

Brother Booth's letters tell of pre
paration for and commencement of 
-earnest work in Madras, "the City of 
Distances." His cheery epistle almost 
plaoea this city and its suburbs in 
whioh he is busy before the eye. He 

has ta.ken premises at Periyamettu, 
between Kilpauk (where he is staying 
with friends) and Fort St. George, and 
has placed a teacher in charge and is 
preparing furniture, &c., for regular 
preaching services. At Ayana.puram he 
is preparing premises for the work .. Of 
Poonamalee he will write more fully. 
His last letter tells that the Periyamettu 
School is in working order, with good 
daily attendance. 

The committee will issue a "Strict 
Baptist Mission Occasional Paper,." 
conveying intelligence of the move
ments and work of our beloved brethren 
and the helpers they will attach, The 
first issue is now ready. Sensationalism 
will be eschewed in this serial, and a 
sim pie record of facts will be conveyed 
with such other brief communications, 
as it may be deemed well to send forth. 

Funds are, of course, very earnestly 
requested. Hesitant friends have now 
no excuse for holding their hands. We 
have very marked tokens of divine 
encouragement aI!d proofs that He who 
as a prayer-hearing God gave us our 
two brethren will continue to us His 
unrepented gifts, and still confirm their 
calling. Therefore we cannot doubt 
that stewards of the Lord's moneys will 
lie faithful to their responsibilities, and 
that friends throughout the Churches 
will be helpers together in their 
prayers. Gifts should be sent to the 
finance secretary, Mr. R. B. Brett, !3. 
High-street, Homerton, London, N.E . 

LIMEHOUSE LIVES. 
YET "LABOURS UNDER LOAD.'' 
FRIENDS gathered in goodly numbers 
at "Elim," Pekin-street, Limehouse, ,_m 
Tuesday, February 1, to take part in the 
services celebrating the twenty-eighth 
anniversary of the formation of the 
Church. B11t a cloud-a dark cloud
hung over the assembled worshippers. 
The pastor, F. C. Holden. was ill in bed, 
and brother George Turner (sec~etary to 
the Church) and his wife were both ill 
in bed, and others were unable to be 
present from the same cause. These 
sad and sorrowful circumstances drew 
from the hearts and lips of all ex
pressions of sympathy and earnest 
prayer for their restoration to health 
and labours of love. 

However, on this occasion, pastor E. 
Mitchell, of Chadwell-street, preached 
a truly experimental sermon in the 
afternoon. Tea followed. nicely ar
ranged by Mrs. Baldwin, Mrs. Youdan, 
M.rs. Walters, and other ladies. 

The evening meeting was presided 
over by Mr. F. T. Newman. Prayer 
was offered by brother Webb, and ad
dresses delivered by brethren Lee, 
Clark, Marsh, Mutimer, and Mitchell. 
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Each speaker expressed sympathy with 
the Church under their present trying 
ordeal. 

.. Elim," for the last two year9. has 
been .. passing through the water~." by 
the loss of many by death ; this has 
been a great trial to the pastor and his 
brethren in office. We are glad to note. 
however. that the spirit of love and 
unity. whhh always belonged to 
•· Elim." still exists. and we join in the 
prayer that God may fill up the 
numerous vacant places which "the 
last enemy" has made. 

Brother George Bald win had been 
detained from the house of God for 14 
weeks. but was mercifully and provi
dentially enabled to be present on this 
occasion, and took an active part. God 
bless pastor and people at "Elim." 
prays p ARMEN AS .. 

[The day after this meeting brother 
Turner passed away. See another page.] 

TOOTING GROVE-The New Year's 
meeting on January 20th was of a very 
encouraging and soul-animating nature. 
Mr. Sears preached in the afternoon 
from 2 Cor. xii. 2, "A man in Christ," 
and Col. i. 27. "Christ in you," and was 
evidently endued with power from on 
high, the Storehouse of divine grace 
was opened through the ministry of the 
Word. the strong meat of the ever
lasting Gospel was set before us, and 
both preacher and hearer~ feasted 
thereupon to their hearts' joy. Tea 
having been well served by our lady 
friends; a public meeting, ably pre
sided over by Mr. Perrott, was held, who 
read John xiv .. Mr, Earthy engaged 
in prayer. and· addresses by brethren 
Flower, Rueb, Sears. and Chalcraft 
were delivered. The secretary's report 
showed hopeful signs ; a Sunday-school 
has b<'en started, a,nJ the superintendent 
(Mr. Parker) hopes to make use of the 
new cateohi~m when it is ready. The 
£41 (amount for the renovation) has. 
through the liberality of friends and 
proceeds of this m<>eting, been reduced 
to £1:;. "Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow."-W. CHALCRAFT. 

IPSWICH (ZoAR).-Our New Year's 
meetings were held on January 12th, 
and were very interesting and refresh
ing services. In the afternoon we had 
the -plee.8ure of welcoming the new 
pastor (pro t1·111,) of Stoke Ash. The 
large oongregati on that assembled was 
evidence that the strong bond of union 
which has for so many years existed 
between us -and the late belaved pastor 
(Mr. C. -Hill) was ext.ended to his pro
bable sueoessor. Mr. Bage took for his 
text, "If two of you shall agree," &c. 
(Matt. xviii. 19, 20), and gave us a 
remarkably clear and forcible exposi
tion of these encouraging words of the 
Master. That God may bless and give 

him physical strength long to remain 
at Stoke Ash often to favour us with ser
mons and addresses so glorifying to 
God and edifying to His people, is the 
hope and prayer of many at Zoe.r. About 
seventy enjoyed together a nicely 
provided tea. At the evening meeting 
our pastor (l\fr. Bardena) presided a 
larger congregation being present 
After singing, brother Howe (deaoon) 
imp!_ored the divine blessing. Pea. 
cxxn. was read by the chairman and 
addresses were given by Mr, Bla~d on 
"Compassed about with so great a oloud 
of witne~ses" (Heb. xii. 1), Mr. Ling on 
"What shall I render unto the Lord?" 
Mr. Bage on " Teaching thein to ob
serve all things whatsoever I have com
manded," Mr. Cordle (Chelmondiston) 
a.lso adding a few cheering remarks 
Dnring the evening a short statement 
of the receipts and expenditure of the 
past year was given by the secretary 
which showed a balance on the right 
side. ThuP, with hymns of praise and a. 
few kind words by the pastor, we passed 
another and one of the best of our New 
Year's meetings, and from our hearts we 
sang " Praise God from Whom all bless-
ings flow.''-H. BALDWIN. . 

HORNSEY RISE (EBENEZER).-The 
annual distribution of prizes to the
Sunday-school took place on Tuesday, 
January 18th. Nearly 200 seholars and 
friends partook of a free tea at 5 o'clock. 
Pnbl!o meeting at 6.30, at which Mr. A. 
Harriniton presided. We com·menced 
with singing and prayer, after which 
our chairman gave us a short address 
on "Time: its value and importance!' 
Mr, Gentle followed with a few suitable 
remarks on Psa. !xiii. 3. After singing 
another hymn, recitations were ver.y 
creditably rendered by eight scholara. 
A large number of prizes were presented, 
the chairman giving words of loving 
counsel and advice to each recipient. 
What should have been an important 
feature of the evening's meeting was 
the presentation of a Davenport to our 
late superintendent (Mr. Goodhew); he
was unfortunately absent through rn. 
health, but the scholars were promised 
that this mark of their esteem should 
be taken to his residence. As the re
sult, hearty thanks were conveyed to
our l' onng people for their kind thongh t 
and generosity. Thi_s happy meeting 
was brought to a close by a vote af 
thanks to our chairman, Mr. Gentle, and 
the donor of the tea, and the doxology 
and benediction.-R. A. H. 

A YLESBURY.-Our New Yeal"s 
meeting was a very happy and success
ful time. Our brother W, H. Evans' 
sermon was· much enjoyed; attendance 
better than last •year. The ladies 
provided trays for the tee.. The Church 
funds were thus augmented. A public 
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meeting was held at G, when our aged 
brother, Mr. J. Read (Aylesbury), pre• 
sided, and ge.ve a suit.able address on the 
need of punctuality in the services of 
God's house. Mr. W. H. Evans took up 
the thread of his afternoon·s sermon, 
"God leading His flock." Brother A. 
Dearing dwelt on Luke xix. 7. Brother 
J. Smith spoke from "We will abun• 
dantly utter the memory of Thy great 
goodness." The pastor gave a short 
address on the text, "Be strong, all ye 
people." A hearty vote of thanks to the 
ladies and friends for their kindness and 
help was moved by brother Chapman and 
seconded by the pastor oonoluded these 
very enjoyable and soul-cheering ser
vices. To our God be a.II the pra.ise.'-
D. WITTON. 

THE OPENING OF NEW SCHOOL 
AND CLASS ROOMS AT AKE
MAN STREET, TRING. 

"BAPTIST - CHAPELLED TBING" has 
once a.gain come to the fore by its pro
gress in Baptist principles, and the 
members and friends oonneoted with 
the Akeman - street Baptist Chapel 
are to be heartily congratulated 
on the suoeessful issue which has at
tended the erection of their new 
schools. For many years the ~ecessity 
of better school aooommodat1on has 
been felt, the school services having 
been held in the past in the galleries 
surrounding the chapel The idea of 
erecting schools was mooted as f!lr back 
as 1861, and in the followi.n!l: year the 
aum of £33 2s. 4d. was deposited in the 
Post Office Savings' Bank for that pur
pose, being the result of a collection 
taken on the occasion of the visit of the 
late Mr. C. H. Spurgeon. Efforts have 
been made from time to time as oppor
tunities have arrived, until at last the 
long-looked-for object has been at
tained. The new school has been 
erected in a plain but substantial 
manner to harmonise with the sur
ronndings. It is on the central hall 
principle, with nine classrooms opening 
into same. There is a gallery on three 
sides and similar classrooms over those 
below. Most of the classrooms have 
revolving shutters between ea.oh other, 
and next to the central hall, so that two 
or more classrooms can be thrown into 
one large room or the whole oan be 
opened into the central hall for large 
meetings, &o. The school is oonneoted, 
both upstairs and down, with the chapel, 
by doors at convenient points. The 
heating is by hot water coil on the 
low-pressure system, assisted by open 
firegrates. Eaoh classroom has a sepa
rate fresh-air inlet ventilator and outlet 
for vitiated air, and there is a large 
eTxtraot ventilator in the centre of hall. 

he floor is of wood blocks, and the 
staircase is fireproof, and the.latter will 
also serve as an additional exit from 

the galleries of the chapel. The work 
has been carried out in a satisfactory 
manner by the contractors, Messrs. 
Fincher, G. Grace, and Hedges and 
Sons. The total cost of the school will 
be about £1,782 7s. 7d., and up till 
Wednesday the satisfactory sum of 
£1,201 8s. had been collected, thus 
leaving a deficiency of £580 19s. The 
pleasing ceremony of dedicating and 
o_pening the new schools took place on 
Wednesday, and this will indeed be 
remembered as a" red-letter day" in the 
history of the Akeman-street Baptists. 
Favoured with beautiful weather, 
friends and helpers flocked in from the 
surrounding district, and the whole of 
the services were largely attended, and 
were characterised with brightness and 
unanimity. Appropriate hymns were 
sung during the day. 

DEDICATION SERVICE. 
The proceedings commenced at eleven 

o'clock with a devotional service held 
in the new school hall. Dedicatory 
hymns were sung, the opening one 
being "0 Thou whose hand has brought 
us unto joyful day," and suitable 
prayers offered by pastor L. H. Coils, 
Mr. F. Butcher and Mr. T. Glover 
(deacons), and Messrs. Robert Hedges, 
E. Wright, - Kendal, and W. Wright. 
The pastor, in a few brief and well
chosen words, dedicated the building, 
and the interesting service concluded 
with the doxology and the bene
diction. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE. 
In the afternoon a most impressive 

and appropriate discourse was de
livered to a larre congregation by 
pastor R. E. Sears, who took his text 
from 2 Kings iv. 32-35, an!l spoke prin
cipally upon "Resurrection," expressin!I' 
the hope that with the increased facili
ties and advantages given that day God 
would abundantly bless the Akeman
street Sunday-school with new life, and 
pointed out the necessity for personal 
effort on the part of teachers and Chris
tians generally. 

A large company partook of tea in the 
schoolroom, every available classroom, 
in addition to the school hall, beinll' 
twice filled. the resources of the waiters 
being severely taxed to accommodate 
the many visitors. By the kindness of 
friends the greater part_ of the pro
visions was given, therefore the Build
ing Fund must have been considerably 
assisted by this pleasing function. We 
understand that the whole of the work• 
men who had been employed on the 
building were invited to tea. 

PUBLIC MEETING. 
At half-past six a public meeting was 

held under the presidency of Mr. 
F. Butcher, who was supported on the 
platform by pastors L. H. Colls, J. H. 
Martin, C. Pea.roe, D. Wittoµ,, ~- E. 
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Sears, S. T. Beloher1 and Mr. Thomas 
Glover. During tne evening the 
anthems, "0 taste and see," "Behold. 
how good and pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity," and" I will 
lift up mine eyes to the hills," were 
sung by the choir. After singin!!; 
"Praise my soul the King of heaven, 
pastor J. H. Martin read a portion of 
Scripture and pastor C. Pea.roe offered 
prayer. 

·rhe chairman ga,,e those attending 
from other Churches a word of wel
come, and also expressed his pleasure at 
the presence of the Sabbath-school 
teachers. among whom he had been a 
worker for many years. He was also 
pleased to sec so many of his young 
friends who had shown an active in
terAst in the proceedings of that memo
rable day. He must tell them that the 
idea of erecting the schoolroom was by 
no means a new one. If an event had 
happened six or twelve months it was 
called ancient history. He suppo~ed 
they must attribute that to the fact 
that they lived a. fast life. He held in 
his hand a. Post Office Savings' Bank
book of 37 years ago. which showed 
tha.t in March, 1862, the sum of 
:£33 2s. 4d. was deposited for the pur
pose of erecting a schoolroom. That 
sum was the result of a collection made 
in that place when the late Mr. C. H. 
Spurgeon addressed the children in 
May, 1861. The book contained the 
signature of Mr. Nicholson, their late 
postmaster. and although no sum had 
been deposited there since then the first 
deposit had gone on increasing until it 
had reached the sum of nearly :£80. He 
did not know that it was anything to 
boast of, seeing the matter had been 
allowed to slumber all those years; but 
then they did not have a Diamond 
Jubilee in 1862, and a central hall was 
not of such an ancient date, so perhaps 
they had lost nothing by waiting. They 
must now record the goodness of God in 
sparing them to see the work they ba.d 
talked of for so long accomplished. He 
wished to addresa Sunday school teachers 
-for that was largely a l'unday-school 
matter-and wi•hed to impress upon 
them the necessity of sound teaching. 
He referred to the teachinl(" of Protes
tant N onconformiste, and would urge 
them to hold to the principles of the 
Gospel. He was afraid much of the 
teaching around them was fa.r from 
what they could wish to see. If a. time 
existed when it was necessary to im
press the mind of the children with 
true doctrine it was to-day. If the mass 
priest ma.de so bold as to tea.eh the 
children that through him they could 
be justified, surely they ought not to be 
afraid to proclaim the grand doctrine 
of justification as being the work of 
the Spirit of God (hear, hear). Let it be 
remembered that religious principle 
pa.id homage to no society, but society 

should pay homage to principle or it 
would soon go to decay. He pleaded for 
the inculcation of sound Soriptural 
principle, and would urge them not to 
eeek to minimise the importa.noe of the 
work in view of the times through which 
they were passing (hear, hea.r). Error 
held up its head a.nd it was very neoes• 
sa.ry for them to be oa.reful and earnest. 
Was the work of the Sabbath-school 
second to any exoev.t the ministry 7 He 
thought not. Whilst inorea.sed advan
ta.ges and facilities were afforded them 
they must thank God, and he trusted 
that the work of Sunday-school tea.ohers 
would not decline but that it would 
prove a blessing for generations to come· 
(applause). 

Mr. Thomas Glover. the superinten
dent to the school and treasurer of the 
Building Fond. presented a financial 
statement, which showed that previous 
to the services of that dav the sum of 
:£1,201 8s. had been raised, the afternoon 
collection had a.mounted to :£12 8s. 6d .• 
a.nd there was also the :£80 to which 
their chairman had referred. The ex
penditure was more serious than they 
anticipated at the onset, and amounted 
to £1,782 7s. 7d., thus leaving the sum 
of :£488 lls. ld. to be raised ; but he be• 
lieved they would be out of debt before 
the year 1898 expired. The Babbath
sohool was commenced by their fore
fathers at the beginning of the present 
century. They had no record of the 
exact date, but he knew it was as early 
as 1808. Their minute book commenced 
in January, 1842, on which date there 
were 22 tea.ohers in addition to the 
superintendent. Of that number only 
two were with them at the present 
time, one of whom was their worthy 
chairma.n. The institution had been 
greatly blessed in the _past. and they 
would sinoerely say, "Not unto us, 0 
Lord, not unto U!!J put unto Thy name 
be the glory." .l!'ir@t they desired to 
offer their gratitude and thankfulness 
to God, a.nd he would also thank the 
friends who had been so liberally dis
posed towards them. In conclusion he 
expressed the hope that the Akeman• 
street Sunday-school would prove a 
blessing for many years to come. 

Pastor S. T. Belcher expressed the 
great pleasure he felt at being with 
them on such an auspicious occasion. 
He would call the attention of his 
bearers to the last verse of l Cor. xv., 
which he hoped would prove u. divine 
stimulant to them-" The ~ting of death 
is sin, and the strength of sin is the 
law; but thanks be unto God which 
iriveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." He felt that those words 
were a threefold stimulant, exhorting 
them to be unmovable, always a.bound
ing in the work of the Lord. The 
speaker urged upon his bearers the 
necessity of being true, observing that 
all the anathemas of the Pope of Rome 
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were of no avail and his curse was not 
worth eo much flS an old shoe, for God 
was for them. He felt there never was 
a time when the so-called Church of 
England was eo ripe for Rome ae she 
was to-day. They could meet Rome, for 
they knew how she was proselytising, 
but they could not trust the other. 
There were some true godly Church 
people, and he would say, "God bless 
you, and give you more light." 

Pastor D. Witton gave an earnest 
address on "The Relationship of the 
Sunday - school to the Christian 
Church." 

Pastor R. E. Sears followed with an 
encouraging address. 

Pastor L. H. Cells said they had 
arrived at the happy day which would 
be generally remembered from the fact 
that the Lord's blessing had been mani
festly enjoyed by them. He felt that 
with their increased facilities and 
machinery they needed more life, more 
power, and more of God's Spirit. They 
rejoiced that their new schools had 
been brought to a state of completion, 
and they should now seek to work 
earnestly. Some weak-kneed Noncon
formists wanted to give the religious 
training of their children over to the 
day-schools, but he did not believe in 
that, for he felt that the Sunday-school 
was the place_ for that work. He ex
pressed his pleasure at seeing so many 
representatives of other Churches pre
sent, and spoke in eulogistic terms of 
the way the men employed on the 
building had carried out their work. 
He also thanked all who had assisted 
them in bringing the -undertaking to a 
successful issue. 

The interesting proceedings termi
nated by singing the doxology and 
prayer by the pastor. 

The amount received by the treasurer, 
with the collections taken at the ser
vices, was :£1,234 18s. 8d.- [Tring and 
Berkfi,a111sted Gazntte.] 

STAINES.-The Sabbath-school had 
their winter tea on Wednesday, Jan. 12, 
1898, after which a public meeting was 
held in the chapel, when a very stirring 
lecture was delivered by Mr. D. Jarvis, 
of the Calvinistic Protestant Union, 
upon "Martin Luther and his Times," 
tlie lecture being deeply interesting 
throughout. On Lord's-day, the 16th, 
the anniversary services commenced. 
Very suitable sermons were preached by 
Mr. S. King, of Warminster. The after
noon was what is usually called "a 
children's service," consisting of recita
tions by the scholars, singing, and an 
address by Mr. Alexander, one of the 
teachers. On Thursday, the 20th, a ser• 
mon by Mr. King in the afternoon. A 
large company sat down to tea in the 
schoolrooms. At the evening meeting 
addreeses suitable for these sacred 

seaRons were delivered by Mr. A. Jeffs, 
of Hounslow, whose words and presence 
are always acceptable; Mr. Willis, the 
new pastor a.t Colnb-rook; Mr. Joseph 
M'Kee and Mr. James Cowdray. Mr. 
J. A. Robbins very ably presided, and it 
is manifest that his heart is in Sunday
schooi work ; we trust that he may be 
made useful and a great blessing for 
many years in this department of" 
Christian work. The singing refletJted 
great credit on conductor, organist, 
teachers, and scholars. The collections
at all the services exceeded those of last 
year. This anniver~ary throughout was 
in every way successtnl. To God be all 
the ·glory. On February 3rd Mr. P. 
Reynolds delivered a very able lecture 
on the South Indian Mission. 

NORTHAMPTON. -The Christmas 
tea and meeting was held in connection 
with Providence Chapel Sunday-scllool, 
on December 30th, 1897. About 180 
children, parents, and friends sat down 
to an excellent tea, provided by the 
teachers. The meeting commenced 
(with ouresteemed pastor, Mr.J.Walker, 
in the chair) with a favourable hymn, 
" 0 Thou, to whom all thanks are due," 
after which, the chairman asked a 
blessing upon the meeting. After 
singing and recitations, which were 
appreciated, the superintendent (Mr. 
Sumpter J gave a very encouraging 
address. The annual report showed an 
increase of 33 scholars during the pre
sent year, and 63 fresh scholars during 
the two past years, which was very 
encouraging. It was also very interest
ing to notice that during the year a 
furniture fund was started, which 
resulted in buying 11 new seats, 8 
chairs, and a superintendent's desk. 
The treasurer's annual report was very 
interesting. The prizes were next dis• 
tributed to the scholars, and ~hose not 
obtaining a prize received a small book. 
After a hearty vote of thanks to the 
superintendent and secretary for their 
past year's services, and to those who 
assisted in making tile proceedings a 
success, the Doxology closed one of the 
most interesting and enjoyable meet
ings at Providence. -ONF. WHO WAS 
THERE. 

MR. SNOW'S SETTLEMENT AT 
PROVIDENCE, SLAITIIWAITE. 

ON Saturday, January 1st, meetings 
were held in recognition of Mr. J. W. 
Snow's settlement as pastor of the 
above Church. A meat tea was pro
vided, to which a good number sat 
down, among whom were friends from 
the oanse at Masboro'. where for some 
time past Mr. Snow has been labouring 
in word and doctrine, and who had 
come to wish him God-speed in his 
new sphere. The gathering after tea 
was presided over by Mr. Thomas 
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Greenwood (of Halifax), supported by 
Messrs. John Booth (Bradford), Joseph 
Taylor (Sheffield), Frank Matthewman 
(Lockwood), together with the new 
pastor, and the senior deacon, Mr. 
Samuel Lunn. 

The writer is informed, on the most 
reliable authority, that the addresses 
were well delivered, all the spea.kers 
evidently being at liberty, and the 
matter spoken well suited to the 
occasion. Mr. Snow, of course, gave 
( 1 st) his call by grace. (2nd) his oe.11 to 
the ministry, (3rd) his call to Slaithwaite 
in particular ; followed by a statement 
made by deacon Lunn. of how the 
Church were led to choose their new 
under-shepherd. 

The right hand of fellowship having 
been given, and the usual votes of 
thanks passed, the pleasant meeting, 
which had been enlivened by good and 
hearty singing, terminated. God grant 
that the union of pastor and people at 
Slaith waite me.y be peaceful, prosperous, 
and extended. DAVID SMITH. 

Bilston. 

FOREST GA TE (CLABEMON'P, 
DAMES-ROAD). Church anniversary and 
New Year's meeting. Special services 
were held in this place, commencing on 
Lord's-day, January 16th, when two 
sermons were preached by Mr. A. J. 
Margerum, the late pastor of the 
Church. On Tuesday, 18th, a sermon 
was preached at 3.15 p.m. by Mr. 
Thomae. of Watford, founded on Gen. 
xxxii. 12. Our brother was very prac
tical indeed, and was well heard. There 
was a tea at five o'clock, followed by a 
puhlic meeting, presided over by Mr. 
Geo. Turner, who read Psa.. xxvii. After 
which, brother Digby, of Chadwell
street. sought the Divine blessing upon 
the meeting. The chairman, in his 
usual quiet, kind, yet effective manner, 
spoke of the family of God, being born 
into the family, godliness, &c. Mr. A. J. 
Margerum said that he was the pastor no 
longer, only a. supply pro teni., and was 
oven to supply Churclies of truth where 
the Lord might direct. He then made 
some remarks on Rev. xxii. 17. Mr. 
Thomas spoke of the true Church, and 
condemned Ritualism. Mr. Lovelock 
took for his text Exod. xiv. 13, "Stand 
still," &c., and spoke well. Mr. Taylor, 
of Ilford, ea.me up with Ma.tt. vii. 25, 
•· It fell not, for it was founded upon a 
rook." After which, this happy meeting 
was closed with the benediction by the 
chairman.-A. J.M. 

CROYDON (SALEM SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
WINDMILL-ROAD).-On Jan. 26th, the 
annual New Year's meeting was held. 
A good company of friends, scholars, 
and their parents gathered together, 
and spent a pleasant time at tea. At 
half-past six a meeting was convened 

in the chapel, Mr, Cullingford presided, 
and Mr. L&ne prayed, After reading a 
Psalm, and a few kind remarks from 
the chairman, a number of the scholars 
creditably recited Scripture, hymns, 
and poetry. Prizes were also distribu
ted-some for good oonduot, and others 
for good attendanoe. Encouraging and 
edifying addresses, by Mr. Fisher, Mr. 
Edgar Whitehouse, and Mr. Thomas 
Allcorn. were listened to with attention, 
Pray!'r · and singing closed a happy 
meetmg.-E. G. W· 

LEWISHAM (COLLEGE-PARK),-The 
anniversary services of the above 
Sunday-school were held on Lord's-dayJ 
January 9, when Mr. J. House prea.chea 
two sermons ; and a children's service 
was held in ~he afternoon, addresses 
being given by brethren Payne. House, 
and Sculthorpe. On the following 
Tuesday, a sermon was prea.ohed by 
Mr. Belcher, of Homerton, from Isa. 
xliv. 1-3. A. good number of friends 
remained to tea, and a public meeting 
followed, at which Mr. King, of the 
Surrey Tabernacle, took the chair. 
Brethren Thomae, Belcher, Pounds, 
Langford. and Jarvis addressed the 
meeting. Prizes were distributed, recita
tions given, and special hymns sung. 
The report showed an increase of 18 
scholars during the past year, for which 
we render all praise to our eternal 
God.-E. CO'.pPING, Secretary. 

CHATHAM ("ENON").-NewYear's 
services were held here on Lord's-day, 
January 16th, when two sermons were 
prea.ohed by the pastor (J. Gardner), 
that in the morning from Rev. xxi. 5, 
" Behold, I make all things new I " that 
in the evening from Rom; vi. 8, " If we 
be dead with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with Him" Wednesday 
afternoon,· 19th, Mr. F. C. Holden, of· 
" Elim," Limehouse, gave us a sound, 
solid, and savoury discourse on Ephes. 
v. 1, 2: "Be ye followers of God, as dear 
children," etc. Tea was served in the 
school-room and chapel. At six o'clock 
a public meeting was convened; Mr. 
I. C. Johnson, J.P., of Gravesend, pre
siding, who commenced the service by 
announcing a hymn, which was sung, 
and the Scripture read, and prayer 
offered by Mr. Harrison (of Stroi.;d). 
Another hymn and our venerable, be
loved brother, 1.. c .. Johnson1 delive!ed 
a singularly ed1fymir and mterestml( 
address on " The oommg of the Lord. 
Many passages of Scripture were quoted, 
and the address as a whole was so 
comprehensive that it is worthy to be 
called a body of Divinity in brief. 
Addre~ees were also delivered by 
brethren A. B. Hall, on "Jabez's 
Prayer ; " F. C. Holden, on Aots i. 11, 
" This same J eeus shall so come," etc. ; 
H. Patterson, on Jer. xxxi. 3, "I have 
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loved thee with an everlasting love," 
etc. After which the pastor spoke a 
few words, in which he thanked the 
friends who had oome that day to help 
by their presenoe, etc. ; also the Church 
and congregation at "Enon," for their 
sympathy, unity, and liberality to him 
in his labours amonirst them. The 
service olosed by singing and prayer. 
Many testified that it half been a profit
able and delightful servioe.-VEBITAS. 

A VERY GOOD TIME AT 
TOTTENHAM. 

THE tenth anniversary of Ebenezer, 
Philip-lane, commenced on Lord's-day. 
January 16, when Mr. Gibbens preached 
morning and evening to good congrega
tions. 

On Tuesday, 18th, our brother, Mr. E. 
Mitchell, favoured us with his presence, 
and preached in the afternoon to our 
edification and profit. The Lord 
graciously helped our brother to set 
before us a feast of fat things. 

Tea was provided, and a good number 
were present, not only from our own 
people, but from sister Churches
Waltham Abbey, Ponder's End, Le:y:ton, 
Chadwell-street, Red Post-lane, Wal
thamstow, &c. 

In the evening a public meeting was 
held. Otir brother, G. Savage, presided. 
Hymn "Come let us join our cheerful 
songs,'1 to old ·•Nativity," was heartily 
sung. The chairman then read Phil. iii. 

Our brother Licence led us in prayer 
so sincerely, so intelligently, and in the 
Spirit, one really felt we must have a 
good meeting. 

After hymn, "Sovereign grace o'er 
sin abounding," our chairman gave us, 
in his own usual happy and telling 
style, some very sweet and precious 
words from Phil. iii. 1. 

Brother Hewitt, of Ponder's End, 
spoke on II Excellent Things" very 
sweetly to our profit and edification. 

Brother Jas. Clark, of Bethnal-green, 
in his genial way, and with much 
power, spoke on the words, 11 He hath 
appeared to put away sin." Some of 
the old Gospel truths seem to ring a 
merry peal. 

Brother E. Marsh, of Stratford, was 
somewhat curtailed, as he was obliged 
to leave, but with his ready mind 
plunged at once into his ijubject from 
John xvii, 15, and made us feel there 
was a reality in this truth. 

The chairman then asked our esteemed 
friend and brother, J. W. Banks, to say 
a word. We were glad to see him with 
us, and wanted to hear his voice in our 
sanctuary at Tottenham. He gave us a 
word of sympathy and good advice. 

Brother Mitchell then spoke, saying 
at that late hour he would not attempt 
to give us a subject, as we had heard so 
many good things, and when the bushel 
was full it cannot contain more ; but 

brother Mitchell is sure to give us a 
good word whether he attempts it or 
not, and there is a.I ways room for a 
word from him. 

Brother Gibbens followed, saying he 
had intended to speak on " The power 
of God," for this was the one need for 
himself, the Church, &c. ; but time was 
gone, and he would heartily, in the 
name of the Church, thank the Chair• 
man for so ably presiding, and all the 
brethren whom the Lord had helped to 
speak so well, and all friends who had 
come to show their sympathy a.n.i unite 
with us in this anniversary, not forget
ing our young friends, who had, in 
re-covering and trimming pulpit, &c., 
done such good eervice. 

"Bleat be the tie that binds" was 
sung, and brother Othen, of Commercial
street, closed with prayer. Brother 
Gibbens pronounced the benediction ; 
and it was said by all that it was the 
best day spent for many years at 
Tottenham, and more people present. 
May our gracious Lord add to it His 
blessing. J. P. G. 

GRATITUDE AND THANKFUL~ESS 
AT EDEN CHAPEL, CA~BRIDGE. 

OUR annual tea-meeting was held on 
Thursday evening; January 13th, 1898, 
under very auspicious circumstances. 
In comparing the tea-meeting of 1898 
with that of 1897, we have indeed much 
room for gratitude and thankfulness to 
our God for His goodness to us as a 
people. 

Last year our dear pastor's health, 
whioh had been gradually declining for 
months, shortly after the commence
ment of the year, completely broke 
down, so that for months we had to get 
supplies for the pulpit, and not until 
the middle of June was he sufficiently 
strong enough to take the full services 
of the Lord's-day. 

But our God was gracious and merci
ful, and did indeed remember us in 
our low estate, the people with one 
heart and one voice bowed together at 
the mercy-seat in their affliction, and. 
as He is ever wont., He heard Uij in our 
trouble and delivered us in the day of 
our distress, and our annual meeting 
this year was one of gratitude to our 
God for His abundant mercy in re
storing our pastor in body and mind 
and also in giving us to see unmis
takable proofs of his usefulness 
amongst us still. 

Our brother Mitchell (from London) 
and brother Northfield (from March) 
kindly came and aided us in our praise. 
More than 130 sat down to tea in the 
sohoolroom, and at sev~n o'clock a 
large influx of friends had gathered in 
the chapel for the evening service, 
when, after singing, reading, and 
prayer, our dear pastor (who was chair
man) spoke of the kindness of the 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

Ghurch and congregation to him per
sonall-v. and thanked them for their 
New Year's gift. amounting to :£18 8s., 
which ho had that day received from 
them ; he next spoke of the very 
favourable circumstances under which 
we had met. and, contrasting it with 
the opening of the p_l'st year. we milz;ht 
well exclaim. ·• What bath God 
wrought?" 

The senior des.con said a few words 
respecting the mindfulness of our God 
toward us as a people in our affliction 
and of His kindness in brin~ng us out 
of it. 

Brother Mitchell gave us a very 
sweet and encouraging address from 
the worde, '" My times are in Thy 
hand." 

Brother Northfield was very sweetly 
led to expatiate upon the faithfulness 
of Jehovah, ·• Thy faithfulness is 11nto 
all generations." Our God is faithful 
to His Word, to His promises. to Ris 
Son. and to the weakest believer. 
--come unto Me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give yon 
rest." 

A hallowed feeling pervaded the 
meeting, and we felt it good to be 
there. and that the savour of it may 
long abide amongst us prays 

J OSEPR F AVELL, 
Eden Chapel, Cambridge. Dca,on. 

SIL VER WEDDING OF WEST 
HAM LANE SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
STRATFORD. 

ON Wednesday, January 12, 1898, the 
old scholars and tea.chers rallied to
gether in large numbers to meet their 
superintendent, Mr. J. Upsdale. and 
other veteran teachers (some of the 
visitors coming from Staffordshire, and 
other distant counties, to be present), 
wh€n 120 partook of tea at the invita
tion of .Mr. Up,dale, and, as one of the 
speakers remarked,'· it was like children 
coming home to see their parents after 
a long absence." 

The chair was taken by Mr. John 
Upsdale, who said he was more than 
gratified that evening. When be first 
came to West Ham there was no 
Sunda.y-school, but with a great deal of 
effort twenty-five years ago they were 
able to start a school. He was happy to 
say there were present as teacher• the 
four they eaw on the platform-Mr. 
Oakey, Mr. Steggles, .Mr. Dickson, and 
himself. They started together, and had 
worked continuously for the lasttwenty
five years. The Lord had blessed them, 
and they were now seeing the fruits of 
their labour in the prosperous state of 
the Church. His first address was, 
"Come, ye children, hearken unto me; 
I will teach JOU the fear of the Lord.'' 
He had been going on the same lines 
ever since. and his sheet anchor had 
always been," My word shall not return 

unto Me void." He had never been 
feverish to see great things, but .the 
Lord had blessed him indeed. 

Mr. Geo. Oakey, the secretary, said 
this was the Silver Wedding of their 
Sunday-school, and gave some very 
interesting items. The first day they 
opened there were 31 scholars in the 
morning and 39 in the afternoon. Mr. 
Amey, who was present this evening, 
was the first secretary for eight and a
half year~. The¥ held the echool in the 
gallery, conductmg it from the pulpit. 
Then the present schoolroom was built 
for them~ costing :£224 16s. 6d .. which 
was raisea in eighteen months. Seventy 
teachers had passed through the school, 
30 of that number had been scholars. 
At least 100 scholars had become mem
bers of Christian Churches: of these 
two were deacons, and one a minister. 

Mr. Hy. Fowler, deacon at Fulham, 
then spoke. He was a scholar from 
the first Runday. Brother Barker, 
who has gone home to glory, was his 
t.eacher. He was thankful for the 
blessing he had derived from the school, 
and thought the large attendance was 
an encouraging feature, and pointed to 
the real usefulness of the work done. 

Mr. Oakey and family then sang an 
anthem, '· God is a Spirit." . 

~l r. Alfred Purkis, another old friend, 
then addressed the meeting. He had 
received a great blessing from the 
school, for the Lord had found him a 
wife in one of the teachers. He was 
trying to be useful l,'t Fulham, where he 
was deacon and co-superintendent of 
the school. He blessed God for a pray
ing_ mother. 

Mr. Amey, the old secretary, after 
giving the officers a hearty shake of 
the hand, said he was pleased to see 
them once m01 e, and counselled them to 
be not weary in well doing. 

Mr. Fred Maye, another old scholar, 
then addressed the meeting. There had 
been some wonderful things happen at 
West Ha.m; some of the scholars had 
wandered far, but God had been able to 
reach them. 

Mr. Oakey a.nd family then gave 
another anthem, " The sacrifices of God 
are a, lowly spirit." 

Mr. Steggle, a teacher from the start, 
said he well remembered twenty-five 
years a.go, and exhorted any of the old 
scholars who were present, and who did 
not know the Lord, to read diligently 
God's Word. 

Mr. Dickson, the twenty-five years' 
infant teacher, spoke with his usual 
brightness, and said he ha.d been very 
happy with the babies; they were so 
tender. He ha.d an average ola.se of 70. 
[We think the secret of Mr, Dickson'e 
success is the sunshine he al we.ye carries 
with him.] 

After the pastor, who belonged to the 
rising and new gent.ration, had spoken 
a few words, the happy meeting closed 
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with the benediction, and an invite from 
Mr. Upedale to all present to meet them 
in January, 1899 (D.V.). 

SHEFFIELD). MASBORO', ETC., IN 
A1:1SOOIATION. 

VERY happy meetings were held at 
Zion, Barrack-lane, Sheffield, on Sunday 
and Tuesday, the 23rd and 2iitb of 
January. The oooasions were the 
annual gatherings for the increase of 
Christian fellowship amongst the lovers 
of Zion in Sheffield and the neighbour
ing Churches. 

Our good brother Taylor gave an 
encouraging discourse in the morning 
of the 23rd, in which he made special 
reference to the goodness or God to the 
Church and school. 

Tnthe evening, Mr. H. E. Greenwood, 
of Siddal, preached an excellent sermon 
on "The trial of Abraham's faith." 

A public tea was held on the 25th. 
A well-attended J>ublic meeting was 
presided over by Mr. W. T. 'fiptaft, J.P., 
of Mexboro'. The secretary's report 
referred to the bond of love existing 
between the Churches at Sheffield and 
Masboro', and expressed the hope that it 
might be strengthened and made the 
means of extending the knowledge_ of 
the truth in many parts of the West 
Riding. 

'fhe chairman spoke of the desirability 
of ChriHtian unity and the honourable 
nature of Christian service. Hie remarks 
were supplemented by addresses from 
brother J. Taylor and tJ. Jarvis, and by 
Mr. R. Tiptaft (of Masboro') and T. 
Roebuck (of Thurlstone). 

The addresses bore testimony to the 
power of God's Word, to the faithfulness 
of His providence, and ea.oh struck a 
note of gratitude for many mercies 
received. 

The children recited several pieces, 
amongst which was an exoellently
rendered Scripture lesson. 

Over forty children received prizes, 
and the meeting concluded with thanks 
to the friends from Ma.sboro' and Thurl
stone, to the helpers at the tea-tables, 
and with praise to Him from whom all 
blessings flow. 

SOMERS HAM, SUFFOLK. - Since 
last October death has been busy 
among us, in visiting the congregation, 
Churoh, and school. On January 14th, 
Mary Ja.okaa.m, a. beloved sister, passed 
away, in her 75th year. We miss her in 
many ways. May the Lord soon send us 
someone to fill her plaoe. At Somer
sham we are proving more and more 
the truth of the words: 

where she died, and in her garden she is 
buried. The ground joins our chapel. 
The landlord of the property offered us 
this at a reasonable price. It is a 
splendid addition to us, for which we 
are thankful. We hope to be able soon 
to pay for it; a few friends have sent 
help, a few othera have promised ; for 
thi~ we a.re tba.nkful, as the majority of 
us are poor.-W. H. 11.ANS0N, Pastor. 

CROWFIELD (BETHESDA) has again 
witnessed the good hand of our God ' 
upon us. 'fhe ordinance of believers' 
baptism was a.gain administered by our 
esteemed brother, C. Sugga.te, la.te of 
Halesworth. After preaching from the 
word@," Then they that ~la.dly received 
His Word were baptized,' he immersed 
two in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. We 
must think, surel~_God is in the place, 
by the power of .t1is grace, truth, and 
Holy Spirit loosing His own redeemed 
from the hand of the enemy, and bring
ing them into the liberty of sons, 
overcoming all their fears, and giving 
them grace to say practically-

" Through floods and flames, if Jesus leads 
I'll follow where He goes ; 

'Hinder me not,' shall be my cry, 
Though earth and hell oppose." 

Some have been captives to fears for 
}'eara, bnt having been, by the power of 
Divine truth, loased from this their 
infirmity, and having been baptized, are 
now going on their wa.y rejoicing. We 
verily think there are others still bound 
by the same spirit of infirmity. We 
should be indeed glad to see command 
had been given to loose such that they 
might enjoy their Divine relationship, 
and be able to say, •· Abba, Father," and 
sing, 

"Hinder me not, ye much•loved saints, 
For I must go with you." 

Now, although we have bad our souow• 
ing time, during more than six years of 
which our much-esteemed pastor, M. J. 
Dearing (Needham Market), bas been 
laid aside by i:.ffl.iction, yet now again 
we have a season of mutual rejoicing 
by unexpected, but not unsought. pros
perity. During this long season of 
apparent widowhood, we have much 
cause for gratitude to our covenant 
God. We have been, and still are, at 
peace among ourselves ; and, on the 
whole, we have been blessed with 
several faithful servants of God, whose 
ministry has been commended of God, 
and has beeu profitable, edifying, com
forting; some light-giving, life-giving, 
and liberty-giving, hence 11 have been 
baptized in sixteen months. Amongst 

"God moves in a mysterious way, those, to whom by God we are indebted 
His wonders to perform.'' for their service~, which has been 

We have been for a long time in need readily and lovingly given, a.re-Mr. C. 
of a pieoe of ground fora burial ground. Sugga.te (who has often come twice 
At last our need is supplied, and this is a month), .1)1 r. J. Dearing (Butley), 
the garden which belonged to the house I Mr. Ranson (Somersham,, Mr. Bardens 
Where Muy Ja.aka.am wa~ born, and (Ipswich), and several others, but we 
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feel we should like, if it pleased our 
covenant God, to have a settled pastor, 
one of God's own making and sending. 
Such only would prove a real blessing. 
We feel we need much grace to pray, 
and watch and wait, until we have the 
Divine persuasion concerning one. "This 
is he. anoint him."-JOSEPH FREEMAN. 

Henley, Sutfolk. 

MAIDSTONE (PR0YIDENCE, llfoTE· 
ROAD).-The Sunday-school anniver
sary was celebrated on February 13th, 
when special sermons were preached bt 
pastor R. Mutimer, of Brentford, to good 
congregations. The annual tea and 
public meeting were held on the follow
ing Wednesday, Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong, 
of New Cross, presiding. Mr. G. Day, 
of Ash, opened with the reading of the 
Word, and prayer. Mr. Brown, hon, 
secretary, gave the report, which was 
very encouraging, and showed a slight 
increase in the number of scholars. 
Notwithstanding the terrible epidemic 
which had prevailed during the past 
year, only five had been stricken down, 
and none had been removed by the hand 
of death. Nearly 100 books were di.e
tributed by the chairm'ln as rewards for 
attendance, good conduct, &c. ; and- a 
large number of scholars gave recita
tions. The indefatigable Mr. H. J. 
Walter delivered a bright, brief address; 
and a presentation was made to the 
esteemed friend and helper, Mr. Wagon, 
consisting of a handsome gold pen and 
pencil. It was stated that eight guineas 
had been collected by the scholars for 
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. A 
very happy eveninjr closed with the 
doxology and benediction. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
ON January 28th the inmates of the 
Hornsey Rise Asylum were entertained 
at tea by the lady visitors, and in the 
evening Mr. G. Ash delivered his lecture 
on "Rome and Naples," illustrated by 
excellent diesolving views. Mr. Harley 
presided, and a large number of friends 
joined the pensioners in listening to the 
lecture. Social gatherings such as these 
do much to cheer those who sometimes 
feel the monotony of their daily lives. .. .. .. 

For the same reason our a~ed friends 
are always glad to welcome visitors, and 
many of our readers would find that it 
is good to hear them recount what God 
has done for them, and is especially 
confirming to the faith of younger 
pilgrims. There are also large numbers 
of out-pensioners who would often feel 
refreshed by some Christian friend 
giving them a call. Names and ad
dresfes are all supplied in the Society's 
Annual Report. .... 

On the 31st of t~1s month the finan• 
cial year will close; it has been marked 

by a considerable increase in the pen
sion list, towards which new subscrip
tions and donations are earnestly 
solicited, the expenditure in pensions 
and on thA Homes now verging on 
£13,000 per annum. 

* * 
We would remin~ our friends of the 

week-night services at Camberwell 
and Hornsey Rise Asylums-on Tues-. 
day at 6.{10 at the latter and on W ednes
day at the same hour at the former. 
The Saturday evening prayer-meetings 
at 6.30 are refreshing seasons, and tlie 
attendance of all well-wishers is 
heartily invited, .. 

The Society is 1!voured with many 
collections after sermons, but there are 
still Churches with members on the 
pension list who have not yet rendered 
such ·help ; it would be thankfully 
received. 

Past and Passing Events. 
NINTH of February.-C. W. B. would 
have been 92 had he lived to above 
date. "Old 92" was a term he some
times quaintly used in reference to 
himself. ... 

It has had the ;ound of the Press 
that "Her Majesty Queen Victoria will 
never sign a Declaration of War again." 
We trust our readers will unite in 
prayer for peace. 

" .. 
Fleet, Hanta.-A •sunday-school was 

started here in January with 24 scholars. 
Mr. Lawrance is superintendent. " Our 
pastor conducts the Bible-class. We 
are praying the Lord's blessing to 
attend the effort, bless the seed sown to 
the salvation of many souls."-J. W. 

* * 
Mr. Holden has *been laid aside for 

near a month ; he is pro~ressing 
favourably; and b,opes, by God s bless
ing to be in his puJplt February 27. 

* . Mr. J. Copeland 1s going to MeoKham 
for three months "!i\h a view ; an 

Mr. E. Beecher ~ommences a three 
months' invite at ~e~by-road, in July . 

" At last, after much weary waiting 
and watching, we (at St. John's-green, 
Colchester) ha7e been led to choose, 
with absolute unanimity, brother 
Flavell, late of Carlton, for our pastor. 
He began his labours March 6. 

* * 
Mr. J. P. Gibbe;B has accepted the 

unanimous invite of the Church at 
Philip-lane,Totten}1'!,m, to the pastorate. 

Mr. Gays is leavi~g- Bulwiok Lodges, 
after 10 years' pastorate, and will be 
open to supply after March 25. 
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From Photo by W . Edwurd Wright, Fore;t Gate. 



ivrist tht ~DD~ of 1ht jflup. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

"I a.m the door of the sheep.''-John x. 7. 

PARABLES, allegories, and metaphors abound in the teaching of our 
Lord. Jesus employed these figures both to conceal and reveal the 

truths He taught. His employment of them resembles what we read of 
the pillar of cloud, which came "between the camp of the Egyptians and 
the camp of Israel ; it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave 
light by night to these." '' He spake in parables" that (by a just judg
ment on the Jews)," seeing they might not see, and hearing they might 
not understand ; " but to those to whom it was "given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God," these otherwise dark veils were 
luminous and transparent, revealing the truths which they enwrapped. 
The Pharisees who had listened to the parable, or rather allegory, 
con'tained in the opening verses of this chapter, had no idea of its mean
ing-" they understood not what things they were which He spake unto 
them," Like their modern successors they relied on the acuteness of 
their own intellect, and were destitute of that childlike spirit which waits 
upon God for His Spirit's teaching, by which alone " the mysteries of 
the kingdom" are rightly apprehended. Jesus repeats with solemn 
emphasis, and an added explanation, what He had before set forth: 
".Verily, verily I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep," &c. 

The" I am's" of Jesus distinguish Him from all other teachers; they 
are an echo of the revelation made to Moses, when the Lord appeared to 
him in the bush-" I AM THAT I Al\I "-they claim for Him that He 
is Jehovah ; they are also emphatic, and exclude all others. He is the 
•only Door, Way, Truth, Life; the only an~ all-sufficient Saviour. T:!J.is 
His sheep joyfully acknowledge, and receiving His testimony " set to 
their seal that He is true." 

The sheepfolds of Palestine are substantial structures, a kind of open 
yard, " defended by a wide stone wall, crowned all around with sharp 
thorns, which the prowling wolf will rarely attempt to scale." Within 
this open space there is a low building, where the sheep are kept in the 
cold weather ; the entrance to the fold is guarded by a strong door. 
To this door, the only proper entrance into the fold, our Lord compares 
Himself, and in the ninth verse He sets forth the security and happmess 
of all who enter by this door. "By me if any man enter in he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture." 

The figure employed in our text contains the idea of design. ~\. 
proper entrance into a building is important, and an essential part of the 
plan. We think we do not err when we say that the constitution of the 
.Mediator is the chief of the ways of God. Herein He has more fully 
desplayed His infinite perfections than in all His wondrous works of 
creation. The sheep by sin had strayed far from God, and were exposed 
to every danger. The problem was how they might be recovered and 
brought back to God, consistent with justice, holiness, and truth. An 
appai·ently insuperable barrier against their return had been erected by 
their sin, the way of access was blocked by an adamantine wall, but 
divine wisdom was equal to the emergency to contrive a way and design 

Vo1. LIV. APRIL, 1898. H 
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n door by which they might enter the fold of safety-" Christ " (the 
Mediator," the door of the sheep," is) "the" (embodiment of the) 
"wisdom of God, and the power of God." He who has never seen any
thing of the glory of God manifested in .the design of this door for the 
sal rntion of poor wretched sinners is blinded by " the god of this world ; " 
the sheep discern its suitability to their cnse, and adore 'the wisdom and 
grace displayed in its contrivance. 

The next thing the figure suggests to us is construction. The design 
needed to be carried into execution. This required the incarnation-the 
greatest of nil miracles, and the deepest of mysteries. It is by the union 
of the di,ine and human in the one person of our Lord, and by His life. 
of obedience and sacrificial death, that He has become "the Door of the 
sheep." He entered in first by His own blood. The flaming sword of 
justice, which barred• the entrance, was sheathed in His sacred person,_, 
and quenched in His heart's blood, ·and thus .the door was constructed 
through which all the sheep have entered. 0 wondrous door ! · O 
mar,ellous grace ! • How sufficiently. to admire the design and construc
tion of this door we know not ; it will afford matter for praise to all 
eternity. 

We notice now the uses of this door. It was made that by it the· 
sheep might have admi:ttance into the true Church qf God. Goats may climb• . 
up some other way, but only those who enter by the door will be 
acknowledged by "the Good Shepherd" as belonging to His flock .. 
~ ames of persons who never used this way of entrance may be found on 
church rolls, but only the names of those. who enter by Christ, the door• 
will be found written in "the book of life." Goats and sheep often 
dwell together here, but a great, complete, unerring, and eternal separa-
tion will be made at the last day. . 

By this door we enter into a pai·ticipation of Gospel ble.~sings. He· 
that enters thereby " shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find 
pasture." Outside this door there is nothing but danger, wrath, and 
curse: within there is safety, pardon, peace, joy, and communion. 
Every Gospel blessing belongs to those who have entered by this• door, 
though the personal enjoyment of them is determined by God, and given, 
by the Holy Spirit's gracious operations. In what a miserable condition 
are those outside the fold-exposed to eternal ruin !-and how happy is. 
the lot of those who through grace have entered in by Chri11t, the living 
Door! · 

It is through this same door the sheep enter into an enjoyment of the· 
plenitude ef hectven. Grace and glory are indissolubly connected.• All 
the sheep enter by Christ, and He says of them all : " I give unto My 
sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any one 
pluck them out of My hand." As the door secures the sheep within· 
from the wolf without, so Christ secures His sheep from all· their foes 
while here on earth, and at life's close admits them into that fulness of 
joy and everlasting pleasure which are found in His presence above. 

This door, the contrivance of divine wisdom, is exactly suited to the· 
needs ef the shee'p. In one aspect it is1 very narrow-" Strait is the 
gate and narrow is the way which leadeth to eternal _life." None but a 
stripped sinner can enter; the least rag of our own righteousness makes. 
us too stout to gain admittance-all must come off. But sheep are made 
sen~ible of their own utter lack of righteousness, so that its straitness-
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does not hinder them. There is no room either to take our sins in with 
us ; he that would enter must leave his sins behind. This the sheep also 
earnestly desire ; they wish to be saved fr'om their sins, and not in them. 
But while the door is narrow in one aspect, it is very wide in another. 
There is room for the biggest l'linners who are made willing to part with 
their sins, and to be 'laved by sovereign grace. Over its portal these 
sweet words are inscribed : "Knock, and it shall be opened unto you." 
None who truly desire to enter are turned away. Some of the vilest of 
mankind have entered, and Satan cannot point to a single example of a 
sinner being rejected. The door is also blessedly accessible ; wherever 
the Gospel is preached it is, so to speak, brought nigh. " The word is 
nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in thy heart," says the Apostle. The 
Gospel faithfully preached presents Christ as the Door, nigh to all that 
believe, and accessible to every needy soul, with the assurance that any 
who come shall in no wise be cast out. We conclude by reminding our 
readers that it is not sufficient to have heard there is a door, or to give 
credit to that which we have heard concerning it. A door is for use, 
and unless we are led to enter thereby it can be of no advantage to us. 
Within the fold there is safety, without the fold there is everlasting 
destruction. Reader, hast thou entered in, or art thou yet without ? 

0 UR PORTRAIT GALLERY .-No. IV . 
. THE LA.TE MR. G. TURNER, OF ELI){, LDIEHOUS&. 

BY HIS PASTOR, F. c. HOLDEN. 

"The memory of the just is blessed."-Prov. x. 7. 

THESE words express our heart's feeling as we attempt to give the 
readers of the E. V. & G. H. some account of our dear brother 

Turner, concerning whom it may truly be said that he was '' one of the 
excellent of the earth." 

George Turner. was born at Oxney Green, W rittle, near Chelmsford, 
Essex, on March 3rd, 1833. Often· has he been heard to speak of the 
beneficial influence of a godly mother's prayers and teaching when he 
was very young. Her wont was to cause him to kneel by her side whilst 
she engaged in prayer asking the Lord to forgive his sins, keep him 
from temptation, bless, and save him ; and many a time has he said, 
with tears in his eyes, "her prayers had more effect upon him than the 
severest thrashing his father ever gave him." 

When he was twelve years old his mother died, and he went on for 
several years without any particular concern for his soul. 

It was not until our departed brother was about seventeen years of 
age that he had any serious and abiding conviction of sin, realising his 
state as a sinner before God. The means by. which this was effected 
cannot be given, but it was of such a deep and cutting nature that he 
al~ost despaired of ever being saved. In aher years he was wont to 
pomt out 

A. TREE IN A. LONELY SPOT 

beneath which he knelt, and cried for mercy, asking the Lord to show 
~m how such a sinner as he was could be just with God. This con
tmued for several months, during which he regularly attended the 
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ministry of a Mr. Lane, at the Independent Chapel, Writtle, of whom I 
haYe heard him speak in terms of great respect and esteem. 

At length the · set time to favour our brother and grant him his 
request came. Hearing that 

THE LATE JAMES WELLS 

(of blessed memory) was to preach at Chelmsford, and being a seeker 
after truth, he went to hear him. The text or subject was Rom. viii. 
1-4. Under that discourse he learned the way of salvation more per
fectly, and not only saw clearly how sinful man could be just with God 
but realizing his personal interest in Christ, ' 

H[S SOUL WAS SET AT LIBERTY, 

and brother George Turner has told me that he leaped and danced fpr 
joy on his way home to Writtle. From that time he became a lover of, 
and firm believer in, the doctrines of free and sove1·eign grace ; especially 
the doctrine of justification by faith through the imputed righteousness 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When about eighteen years of age he came to London and worked 
at his trade as a bricklayer, under the late Mr. Maryen, of Stepney. 
Several years afterwards he entered the police force, and rose step by step 
until he reached the high and honourable position of Superintendent of 
the K Di,ision, and had for several years between 800 and 900 men 
under his command. . 

Having gained· the esteem of his superiors as well as inferiors, and 
ser,ed his full time, he retired upon a well-earned pension, which he 
enjoy€d during the last eleven years of bis life. 

When he first came to London he attended the ministry of the late 
Mr. W. Allen, of "Cave Adullam," Stepney, under which his soul was 
much profited and blessed. But circumstances caused him to remove to• 
Grosvenor-street, Mile-end, where he heard the late Mr. Chamberlain,. 
who eventually baptised him, and ·received him into the Church. · 

In the year 1854 he married Emma Sheering, who was a member of 
the same Church ; this proved to be a happy union. Several children 
were born to them, only one of whom survives him, viz., the wife of 
our belo,ed young brother Pounds, of Bexley. 

Mr. and Mrs. Turner removed with the Church to Wellesley-street, 
and continued there, under the ministry of Mr. Chamberlain and the late 
Mr. Thomas Etringer, until the year 1870. In that year they, with 
about fifty other Christian friends, were formed into a Church, and met 
for worship at Coverdale Rooms, Limehouse. Brother Turner was 
chosen deacon and secretary. The choice proved to be of the Lord, and 
highly advantageous to the Church. For eight years they went on with 
the supply system, but in 1878 they were led to make phoice of the 
writer as their pastor, who for twenty years enjoyed the most intimate 
~rien~hip and Christian fellowship with him without a single brE>ak or 
Jar. , . 

No pastor ever had a better deacon;. he was wise, just, good, kind, 
and true to the very core. No Church ever had a more willing and 
faithful servant. To his personal influence and energy, under the blessing 
of God, no small share of the success attending the cause at Limehouse 
may justly be attributed. The talents which God gave him were all 
made 'use of in promoting the welfare of Zion, and for the glory of God,_ 
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so that- we feel. sure his Lord hath said unto him : " Well done . thon 
good and faithful servant ; thou hast been faithful over a few thi~gs, I 
will make thee ruler over many things ; enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord." 

In the year 1885, his wife Emma died · very sudd~nly, and at the 
time of her death was beloved and esteemed by the Church as being 
"a mother in Israel.'' 

In the following year he married Mrs. Eliza Wright, of CamberwelI 
an <;>Id and valued friend of myself and my dear wife, who for several 
years previous had been a member with us at Limehouse. This union 
also_ proved to be a happy and advantageous one, as she has ever been a 
willing helper, and a blessing to the cause. May the Lord spare her life, 
strengthen and comfort her in and under her great loss and sorrow. 

Our dear brother's last illness was of short duration. Through personal 
affliction I was unable to visit him, but it was just such an end as those 
who, best . knew him. would have expected ; no excitement, no des
pondency, no ecstatic joy, but calm; submissive, firm, and steady in 
faith, he committed his all into the hands of Him whom he knew to be a 
faithful, covenant-keeping God. 

· On Lord's-day, January 23rd, feeling very ill, he said to his de,ar 
wife, "You know I am not in bondage through fear of death as some 
of God's people are. I feel it will be all right ; the God who has borne 
with me all my life will not leave me at the end." Three days after, his 
wife was taken ill, and had to lay by his side. Amongst many other 
things he said to her was this, " He crowneth us with lovingkindness 
and tender mercies; He is a good and gracious God." On the evening 
before he died he said, " I am quite easy (his suffel'ings previously had 
been very great) ; I feel no pain, righteousness enjoyed," and a little while 
before he died, his dear wife and daughter caught the words, " God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit,'' as though with his 
dying breath he wished to affirm his faith in the Holy Trinity; Then 
putting out his hands to them, he said, " Pull me over." When this 
was done, he faintly said- · 

"I AM READY NOW." 

"I am on my journey home," " I think I will try and have a little 
sleep." Then placing his head upon his hand, he heaved a sigh, gathered 
his feet up into the bed, and .fell a.sleep in Jesus. . 

His beloved daughter, Mrs. Pounds, says : '' A holy peace seemed to 
pervade the room, stilling for ·a time ·the intense sorrow of his Leloved 
and bereaved ones." · 

" SO HE GIVETH HIS BELOVED SLEEP.'' 

" Mark the perfect man and behold the upright, for the end of that 
man is peace." "We sorrow, but not as those who have no hope." 
" He is not lost but !?One before." We hope soon to follow. A.qien. 

Our dear departed brother, George Turner, was for seven years Minute· 
Secretary to the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist Uhurches; an 
office requirh1g no small amount of time and talent, which ·he carried 
out with undeviating assiduity to the coinfort of his colleagues and the 
universal admiration of · the Association. During this 'time he had 
several attacks of bronchitis, which necessitated him sending in his 
resignation. Events have proved that he was not. only'justified in i;o 
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doing, but that the Lord's hand was in it, so that before he was taken 
another brother might be duly installed, and fully equipped to fill the 
office, giving additional proof of the fact that 

"THE LORD DOTH Al,L THING8 WELL." 

Brother Turner retired from active service in the Association, March 
flth, 1897, but his colleagues in office, the delegates, and churches 
generally, could not a.llow him to retire without some practical token of 
their esteem for the honorary and onerous services he had rendered, and 
Mr. E. Mitchell, on their behalf, in an affectionate way asked Mr. Turne1; 
to accept, as a small manifestation of their love and esteem, a silver tea 
ser,ice and platter. Brother Turner acknowledged the gift in a very 
spiritual address, which he closed by saying, " I am not worthy of such 
kindness." A vote of thanks was also unanimously passed for" the able 
manner in which he had discharged his office." 

This sketch would be incomplete without recording a most interesting 
circumstance in his eventful life. On retiring from his position as 
Superintendent of the K Division of Police, the officers and men under 
his command manifested their attachment by presenting him with a 
clock, a valuable gold watch and chain, and other testimonials. The 
following is a copy of the inscription on the timepiece :-

PRESENTED TO 
SUPERINTENDENT GEORGE TURNER, 
K DIV:ISION :METROPOLITAN POLICE, 

BY HIS BROTHER SUPERINTENDENTS AS A 
:MARK OF THEIR ESTEEM 

ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE FORCE, 
AFTER A SERVICE OF 28 YEARS. 

1ST NOVE:MBER, 1887. 

IN MEMORIAM OF THE LATE Mn. G. TURNER. 

Our brother's gained that sweet release, Our loss is your eternal gain- [reign; 
And gone to dwell and rest in peace You now through 11race triumphant 
On yonder bright, celestial shore, And Canaan's blissful heights explore; 
Where pilgrims meet to part no more. With sweet the thought to part no more. 
Though unexpected was your flight Dear Lord, the widow here.sustain 
From this dark world to worlds of light, Till she shall to that rest attain, 
To join with loved ones gone before, To join with thousands round the throne 
In heaven your home, and part no more. Where death and parting is unknown. 

We'll meet again, 'twill not be long, 
When we shall come to aid the song ; 
With ransomed millions to adore 
The Christ of God, and part no more. 

THOMAS EDWIN MOORE, 
48, Turners-road, Burdett-road, E., Feb., 1898. 

A \VoRD To BARREN CHURCHEs.-Bar;en Churches are those to which litUe 
or no spiritual offspring are granted; instead of looking to the Holy Spirit for 
increased grace, in earnest supplication, they resort to the flesh, seek to create 
attractions which are worldly and carnal-music, and art, and secular charms 
-to draw the multitude; or the standard of truth is lowered so that carnal 
minds may .more easily conform to it. And so the Church gets additions, but 
they are Ishmaelites-wantlering Arabs, so-called spiritual gipsies-that 
threaten its prosperity and even its existence. "The world. loveth its own," 
is the ancient warning note. How pertinent the lesson !-T. J. 
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"LIFT UP A STANDARD FOR THE PEOPLE." 
A11 Add1·ess delivered at the Anmwl Meeting of the Jfetmpolitan A-~sociati?n 

of Strict Baptist Churches, Mm·ch 8th, 18()8, 

lh PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

BELOVED BRETHREN AND CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-By 
your kindness I am placed in the position I now occupy, and I 

sincerely hope that I may be able to fill the Presidential Chair with some 
degree of credit to myself, and satisfaction to my friends ; this, with 
the generous help and support of my highly-esteemed brethren, and close 
attention to the onerous duties and responsibilities devolving upon me 
during the ensuing year, will doubtless be accomplished. 

The subject upon which I wish to address you is one of rather wide 
signification, and will therefore compel us to take a somewhat wide range. 
We have chosen for our motto, the words of Isaiah, viz. : "Lift up a 
standard for the people." A standard is that which is fixed as a rule, 
or established as a model-an ensign-the sign or flag distinguishing a 
nation or a regiment. The prophet predicted that Christ should be set up 
as an ensign for the nations, and that He should assemble the outcasts of 
Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners 
of the earth. The New Testament confirms the prediction of the seer, and 
reveals the fact that our Lord and the fishermen of Gennesaret lifted up 
a royal standard of imperishable truth, which far exceeds the wisdom of 
the world, political power, national temperament, and philosophical 
antagonism. Truth as advocated by those fishermen is as vigorous now 
as at the beginning : it retains its divinity, and no analysis of modern 
civilization can omit the consideration of the influences of Christianitv. 
All we call modern civilization in a sense which deserves that name, is the 
visible expression of the transforming power of the Gospel. It has been 
rightly said that "Christianity is the life of morality, the basis of 
civilization," and we add, the regenerating power experienced in the 
Church. The power of Christianity lies with the great truths inspired, 
and embodied in the Gospels and Epistles. From these we learn that 
Christianity is Christ: and that it does not consist in a theory, a code 
of morals, or an elaborate theology ; but faith in Christ produced by the 
invincible power of the Spirit, this alone is essential in Christianity as a 
life, and this real spiritual life depends on, and derives its vitality from 
its great Founder, who Himself is the life. Whilst the Platonist exhorted 
men to imitate God, and the Stoic to follow reason, the Apostles ceased 
not to teach and to preach "Jesus and the resurrection." · 

In these days we have to deal with hard facts, bold, and very 
frequently, daring assertions. Objectors to Christianity assert that there 
is no knowlege but of things visible ; no truth which is not real, no 
philosophy which is not positive. " The web and woof of matter and 
force interweaving by slow degrees, without a broken thread, that which 
lies between us and the Infinite-that universe which alone we know or 
can know." What is our answer to this? We boldly assert that the 
Incarnation, Redemption, Regeneration and Sanctification more than 
meet the demands of all opponents. These words are not mere catch
words of the schools, they are connate facts which touch the destinies of 
men, and which prove Christianity to be more than a revelatien. of 
doctrines-they prove the religion of the Christ to be a grand i'es~ration. 

I 
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It fully reveals the glorious truths which shone upon the horizon of the 
Reformation. "One Mediator between God and man," and one living 
faith once for all delivered to the saints. Such are the truths inscribed 
upon the banners under which we march forward to conquest, victory, 
and triumph. We claim possession of the mantle of the Apostles, and 
the Spirit of our Lord. Therefore we hoist our flag, and raise our banner 
by lifting up a royal standard around which the faithful may rally, with 
confidence in their leaders, and an unwavering faith in the great truths 
and doctrines instituted by Jesus Christ, and sealed by the blood of 
martyrs, and which are the precious gifts of God to " His purchased 
inheritance." 

Be it ours to lift up a standard of implicit f aitli in the plenary and 
verbal inspiration of the Scriptures. In the" E. V. & G. H." for July, 
1897, may be seen the following definition of inspiration:-

" An influence of the Holy Spirit exercised on the understand
ing, imagination, memories and mental powers of the sacred 
writers, by means of which they were qualified for communicating 
to the world divine revelation or the knowledge of the will of 
God." 

We accept this brief definition, in spite of all the flowery reasoning of 
our modern rationalists. We believe the Bible to contain the Word of 
God, and its language is the expression of the great thoughts of God to 
man : and that holy men wrote under the immediate inspiration of a 
di,ine or supernatural power as moved and directed by the Spirit of God. 
Believing this, we unhesitatingly affirm that we have in the Bible a solid 
foundation upon which our faith may fully rest. Faith, be it remem
bered, is always unreasoning, though never unreasonable. As a book 
the Bible presents itself to us, claiming to be a revelation from God
claiming to be God-breathed. It not only assumes that the Pentateuch 
came from the pen of Moses, but that the Psalms and the books of the 
prophets were penned by men as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 
Here we join issue with " Higher criticism " and modern thought 
advocates. We boldly challenge their learned(?) assertions, we strongly 
denounce and utterly repudiate their sophistic disputations. We 
deprecate, and seek upon every occasion to disparage their elaborate 
compilations, and charge them of being " the greatest apostasy of the 
age," and further, we say that their insinuations, their malignant 
attempts to undermine the quotations of our Lord are absolutely futile. 
Did the "Anointed One," "in whom were all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge," in the days of His humiliation, and after His glorious 
resurrection, so entirely misunderstand the Old Testament as these 
rationalists affirm? Are these ephemeral scholastics wiser, and more 
profoundly learned than the God-Man? If the Pentateuch was not 
inspired, if the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, and all the rest were 
not moved by the Holy Spirit, why did the divine Teacher so frequently 
quote them as having such authority ? My answer to such questions
they are questions of great magnitude, and of vital issues-is· that the 
precious old book is a direct revelation from God, and bears the impress 
aud stamp of Jehovah, or otherwise it·is the greatest imposture ever laid 
upon man's intelligence, We affirm that the Bible bears witness of 
itself: "All Soripture is given by. inspiration of God "-it is God.
breathed. "God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets." The 
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Word declares its own grand characteristics. It is eternal, incorrnptihle, 
,1iving, quick, and powerful, and is able to make men wise unto ealvation. 
It, gives liberty to the soul, light to our pathway, strength to our life, 
and is the secret of unfaltering faith in God. We, therefore, heartily 
believe in the verbal inspiration of the Bible, and "having handled and 
,tasted of the good word of life," we need not that any man should teach 
us his worldly philosophy. 

Be it ours to lift up .a standard qf unfaltering faith in the atoning 
.sacrifice of our Lord Jesu,s Ohri.~t. The reason I advert to this subject 
is because grave errors are promulgated by men of modern thought, who 
deny that Christ was made the great sin-bertrer. Do they not teach that 
·Christ bore the miserable consequences of our sins ; but not our sins ? Do 
,they not advocate a salvation by works, "a larger hope," and a final 
restoration of the whole human race ? My brethren, " we have not so 
-learned Christ." What saith the Scripture? It, declares from first to 
last that sin can only be put away by sacrifice. Hence, both Jews and 
Gentiles were familiar with sacrifices for sin, and both recognised in them 
precisely the same transferance of guilt from the offerer to the victim, 
and the putting away of sin by the death of the victim. In this matter 
Moses and Paul agree. Moses, taught by the Spirit, declares-" The life 
of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to 
make an atonement for your souls." Paul declared "That without 
.shedding of blood there is no remission of sin." The sacrificial 
character of our Lord's work and death, is set forth so clearly, that we 
-can scarcely fail to apprehend the glorious truth, that His work and 
death are a true and proper vicarious propitiation for our sins. The 
.Scriptures describe that work as being "a purchase," "a price," "a 
,ransom," "a redemption," "a propitiation," '' an atonement," and "a 
sacrifice for sins." We beg to say that the sufferings of Christ were 
,penal, because He suffered precisely that kind and degree of evil that 
Divine Justice demanded as a complete satisfaction for all the sins of 
His people. We also emphasise the truth that our Lord "died the just 
for the unjust." This He did as a substitute, i,e., He acted and suffered 
in the place of others, and that His vicarious obedience of suffering which 
is rendered or endured by the substitute in place of others, Thus, we 
•fearlessly assert, that Christ as the sinner's substitute "offered Himself 
without spot," for "He did no sin"-" He knew no sin," and we are 
-redeemed by " the blood of Christ," whose " precious blood cleanses 1-is 
from all sin," "justifies us" and "reconciles us to God." "Delivers us 
from bondage,"" redeems us from the curse of the law," brings liberty to 
•captives by redeeming them from the power of the "prince of the air.'' 
It is thus "Christ is surety of a better testament." Christ is Priest and 
Surety afrer a higher order, under a clearer revelation, and a more real 

. and direct administration of grace, than· were the typical priests 
-descended from Aaron. Christ as our Surety assumes and discharges all 
obligations under the broken covenant of. works. Such are the funda
mental truths of the Gospel of a sinner"s salvation, and such trnths 
-clearly indicate the mode of reconciliation, which is "by the death of His 
Son." Let our brethren who are ever ready to don their black kitls and 

·C(ttpe and are uttering ~heir pathetic wail that the old Gospel and its friends 
.are decaying, exert themselves to gt;eater activity, holy zeal, and fidelity 
·to the grand old doctrines of the Cross. Let 'them obliterate their 
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pessimistic news of things generally, their lack of faith in salvation 
through Christ crucified particularly ; and go forth with hearts 
saturated with divine unction, and holy zeal for the truth that 
quickens, purifies, and enriches life with living hope of immortality. 
If we ha,e been attracted and won by the Cross, and haye felt the 
efficacy of cleansing blood, the power of Chri~t resting upon us : if we 
have realized Gospel liberty-joy in the Holy Ghost-lift up the old 
standard-life up thy voice with strength. Cry aloud I Salvation by 
grace, redemption by blood, life through death, and heaven the crowning 
consummation of our highly cherished hopes. 

" Dear dying lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power. 

Till all the ransomed Church of God 
Be saved to sin no more.·• 

Be it ours as Jfinisters, Deacons, and llfembers to li_ft up a standard 
of doctrinal, e.rperi'.mental, and practical religion. The old Puritan 
Cah·inisni must form a prominent feature in our ministry. "Holding 
forth the form of sound words," must have due prominence in all pulpit 
and platform utterances. The grand cardinal truths of the Bible shall 
continue to wield a mighty irresistible and absolute power over the 
minds of men to to-day as in days of the past. It has been said thap 
men will not listen to doctrinal preaching; we are not prepared to credit 
the report. Let us seek to present the sublime doctrines of the New 
Testament in love-accompanied .by the unction of the Holy Spirit, and 
the dew of heaven : and men will not be wanting who will hear an~ 
appreciate the old Gospel of sovereign, free and unmerited favour. While 
ginng due prominence to the fundamental doctrines of the Word, let us 
contend for an experimental application of them to the heart. No doubt 
great care and caution is needed in receiving fresh members into the 
Church, especially when young (I pray you exercise all tender sympathy 
with them) : they need instruction more than examination. All we can 
do is to gather evidence from such candidates that they have by divine 
grace renounced self and creature merit and are trusting alone in the 
blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Brethren, let us not be lacking in practical religion. In every 
department of Church life, and Christian service, there are ample 
opportunities for practical help. Is it not high time that we should see"\{ 
to extend our borders, by increasing our efforts to extend our principles 
in the suburbs of this great l\:letropolis ? Is it not a lamentable fact 
that we are sadly wanting in this direction? Shall we use all our substance 
and energy in confining our operations within a partly deserted city ? 
No! We need Churches and Mission-halls in the populous and ever in
creasing districts; "go forth and possess the land, for we are able." May 
God send us men and means, and gfre us hearts to go forth in this 
grand and noble enterprise. Above all, may our lives exemplify that we 
have been with Jesus. Oh, that the fruit of the Gospel may appear, and 
we ourselves "living epistles" clearly read and known of all men. Let us 
so live that the testimony of the Church and the world may be "a good 
report," the glory of our Lord, the honour of His Word, and the bene
fit and salvation of our fellow-creatures. 

Finally, suffer a word of exhortation. Men, brethren and fathers, 
seek to exercise a wise and judicious regard, and evince a tender sympathy 
towards our young people generally, and our young men particularly. 
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Let us pay good heed to the sympathetic admonition of " Paul the 
aged," that our young men may feel that '' no man" in our beloved 
Association "despises (their) youth." 

I sincerely hope that the day is not far distant when some provision 
shall be made to help those who may need preparing for the high 
and holy functions of the ministry of Christ's Gospel. "Lift up a 
standard for the people,'' my '' fellow-labourers," and do you dear 
people " who know the joyful sound" rally round it. May the shout of 
a king be heard throughout our beloved camp, and the exalted, glorified 
Shiloh be so lifted up in eyery Church, in fellowship with our Association, 
that " to Him shall the gathering of the people be." Then shall be heard 
from various quarters the beautiful words of the prophet as a friendly 
greeting, " Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord 
is risen upon thee.'' 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

A WONDERFUL CLOCK. 

WHAT should we do without clocks or timepieces of some kind? 
Our business, our pleasure, our meetings, our public worship, all 

seem to inake it absolutely necessary for us to know the time, and to be 
a.ware of the exact hour of the night or day. They had many con
trivances for telling the time in olden days-sun dials, hour glasses and 
the like, but real clocks are not known to have existed before the twelfth 
century, and the pendulum as a regulator was first made in the seventeenth 
century of our Christian era. And since then all kinds of clocks and 
watches have gradually been invented, and clocks that connect some 
curious device with the striking of the hours have been found in 
different parts of the civilized world, from the graceful and pretty 
" cuckoo " clock, to the grotesque idea of mimic skeletons suddenly 
rising up and falling to pieces again. A magnetic clock was patented 
in France a few years since; it was shaped like a tambourine, with a 
circle of flowers painted on its parchment head. Two imitation bees 
inade of iron moved among the flowers, the small bee finishing the circuit 
in one hour, and the larger one ta.king twelve hours to complete its task, 
the bees were simply laid on the membrane, but two magnets connected 
with the clockwork inside moved just underneath it, and the bees 
followed them. 

The earliest watches had weights, were about the size of a dessert 
plate, and were·called pocket clocks; they had only one hand, and had to 
be wound up twice a day. And even after springs had been substituted 
for weights, much improvement had still to be made, though a plain 
watch cost £100 or more, and it took a year to make it ; while in modern 
times we have heard of clocks being guaranteed to run five years 
without winding up. · 

" Big Ben," the · great clock at the Houses of Parliament, West
minster, is a grand specimen of modern horology. The dials are 32 ft. in 
diameter, the pendulum is 15 ft.• long, the hour bell is 8 ft. high, 9 ft; 
across, and weighs nearly 15 tons, while it takes two honrs to wind up 
the striking apparatus. 
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But if 1/'e seem to want such a number of time-tellers indoors and oub 
of doors. what did they do before one of these useful things was known ? 
How did they reckon hours and days in the far off pasb ? 

Well, there always was a great clock many thousand times bigger,not 
only than " Big Ben," but almost inconceivably larger than our earth 
itself. An illuminated and illuminating timepiece made by God Him
self that has been " going" for thousands of years, has never "stopped," 
neYer gone wrong, and has never wanted " winding up ; "sustained and 
kept in order by the Almighty Hand that first produced it, and. even 
now all our clocks and watches are corrected by the great clock in the
heavens, the Greenwich Observatory regulating our English time, and 
other Observatories supplying the same test in foreign lands. 

The sun,by his apparent rising and setting, measures as well as make11-
our days, and by other seeming journeys he regulates our seasons and 
our years,-and besides all these apparent motions, it seems the sun 
really does take a very long journey -every year...:....and at night when his. 
light is invisible to us (though at the same time it is bathing Australia 
in brightness) the beautiful moon, the sun·s fair reflector, not only gives 
us light, but by its waxing and waning measures our months and becomes. 
our Almanac. As God ~id when He first set these two luminaries in 
the heavens, " Let them separate between day and night, a11-d let th~m. 
be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and yel!,l'S" (Gen; i. 14). 

Yet God's grand illuminated workmanship in the skies is but~
shadow of a brighter Sun, the Sun of Righteousness, and the Church 
that shines forth in her Saviour's brightness is said to be " fair as the 
moon.'' 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the true Light, the Light of Life, the Light. 
of the World. He is the only true God, and " God is Light, and in Him. 
is no darkness at all," which cannot be said of the natural sun, for ligb~ 
filled the world before the sun shone forth, and the sun in itself is a dark 
body which God has lighted up,_and-placed in the.heavens to warm apd 
cheer, as well as regulate the seasons of our earth.: . . · 

But Re who from the beginning was with God and was God;had the 
fulness of living light within Himself. "In Him was life, and the life 
was the light of men,''. and the Father's ancient promise .to His peo:J?le 
was, "Unto you that fear;My name shall the Sun of Rightequsness arJ.Se
with healing in His wings, and ye shall go forth and grow up as calves 
of the stall." . . 

The natural sun gives us the li_teral measurement of tiD?,e, but. only th~ 
Lord by His Spirit can '' so teach us to number our days,, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom." _ . 

0 that this Divioe light may shine in maµy a _heart now dark an«J, 
dead, and begin that new life which shall be_ consummated in yonder 
world of glory, and seeing light in His light may.our. '' path be as the 
shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.", 

And just as to get coITect time we must have our clocks regulated by 
the sun, so we need to have our lives and hearts and actions constantly 
regulated by the Sun of Righteousness. We need to bring all we hear 
and read to the test of Hrs W ORDj and still we need to cry continually; 
" Search me, 0 God, and know my heart, try me and know my thoughts, 
and see if tLere be any wicked way in me, and icad me :in the way ever
lasting." Amen. 
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BAPTISTS-WHAT ABOUT THEM? 
Serial Papei·s on Baptist History, Principles, Practices, Churches, 

and Men.-XX: 
BY SAMUEL BANKS. 

THE ONE CHURCH. 

"TnE Church of God which He hath purchased with His own blood." 
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"The Church, which is Christ's body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in 
all ; the general assembly and Church of the first-born, which are written in 
heaven," for which the Saviour" gave HimMelf,"and which He will'· present to 
Himself a glorioul:' Church, not having spot -or wrinkle or any such thing, holy 
and without blemish." 

The Church, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
-Christ Himself being the " Chief Corner Stone." 

The Church-neithe1· Roman nor Anglican ; neither Episcopalian nor Pres
byterian ; · neither Congregational nor Methodist ; but simply and purely 
Christian,-" The election of grace"-" The ransomed of the Lord." 

Baptists humbly hope that they are members of this Church ; and they 
certainly are not so presumptuous as to c:laim that they and they oitly are THE 
people ; that they have a monopoly of grace and salvation, which can only be 
found within their pale. Such a misguided and delusive claim they always 
deny whenever and by whomsoever it may be made. They neither allow it 
to be true of themselves or of others. Nevertheless, the foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, "The Lord knoweth them that are His ; "and 
all who are Christ's are members of the Church, to which He alone admits. 
" I am the Door : by ME if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go 
in and out and find pasture." 

A step further :-
Let us now consider the VISIBLE Churches of Jesus Christ here upon earth, 

or communities of believers gathered together in His Name. The Gospel is 
preached-the Holy Spirit thereby quickens into newness of life in Christ 
Jesus-the penitent and believing are baptised-and the Lord gathers them 
together in companies, in the faith and fellowship of Jesus, in the teaching of 
the Lord and His apostles, in th~ breaking of bread and the prayers, with glad
ness and singleness of heart, praising God ! 

If the Church of England only really believed and acted up to her Articles 
of Faith, she.would be much nearer the Scriptures than we now behold her. 
Her 19th Article. for instance, states that " The visible Church of Christ is a 
congregation of faithful men, in which the pure Word of God is preached, and 
the sacraments be duly administered according to Christ's ordinances in all 
those things that of necessity are requisite to the same." The erroneous word 
sacrament is about all we should object to in that, so far as it goes. But if we 
would know and observe that which is true in Church constitution and practice 
we must study and be satisfied as to the principles upon which the Ch·istian 
Churches were based at the close of the Apostolic age, for we cannot be 
wrong in following the pattern there found. Every event, at whatever time, 
all drift, tendency, and change of whatever character, must be brought to the 
rule and testimony of the New Testament, and measured by the life and 
teaching of Christ, and of His Apostles in the Primitive Churches. 

LOCAL CHURCHES. 

The New Testament makes frequent mention of Churches which were 
local, not universal ; and which should never be confounded with THE Church, 
which is the fuiness of Him that filleth all in all. The Lord Jesus Christ 
never ordained that there should be national Churches corresponding, for 
example, to the Russian Church, the Church of England, or the Church of 
Scotland. There is· no mention of the Churuh of Judea, or the Church of 
Galat4L, to wit, but of the Churches in Judea, the Churches in Galatia, and the 
Churches in Macedonia ; there were seven Churches in Asia-not one Church 
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for the whole of Asia Minor; In fact, a Natwual Church is unknown to the 
New Testament. There were small Churches as well as large. A multitude was 
not rc,1 uired to form a Church. "Where two or three are gathered together in 
My Name, there am I in the midst of them ; " hence the ancient adage, "Ubi 
Christus, ibi ecclesia "-" where Christ is, there is the Church.'' So there were 
Churches whose meeting-place was in private houses, as when Paul sent greet
in~ to Priscilla and Aquilla, he added, "likewise greet the. Church that is in 
then· house ; " while in another letter he salutes Nymphas and " the Church 
that is in his house." 

THE LATE MR. JOHN ROBINSON. 
Ma. JOHN RomNSON, 34 years member of "Salem," Richmond, entered into 
rest February 23rd, 1898, aged 66. The funeral took place on the 28th, con
ducted by Mr. J. Bush. The service was held in Salem Chapel, amid a large 
gathering of the congregation and friends, which commenced by. singing, 
" Our God, our help in ages past." After reading the Scriptures, Mr. Bush 
gave a very solemn address, in which he remarked our brother was a member 
of the Church militant for 34 years, he was now gone to join the Church 
triumphant, not for 34 years, but for ever. Deceased was a teacher ,in the 
Sunday-school, and only a fortnight previous to his going home was in his 
class. Miss Field played " 0 rest in the Lord" as the· cortege left the chapel 
for the cemetery. 

'l'HE LATE MRS. JONES. 
THE following note conveying the sad intelligence reached us through the 
post:-

" After a long and painful affliction, borne with patience and resignation 
to the Divine will, the beloved wife of pastor Thomas Jones fell on 
sleep March 4, 1898. 

From the commencement of brother Thomas Jones' ministry at" Zion," 
New Cross, about four years ago, he bas gradually won the esteem of ~is. 
brethren in the ministry and the Churches of truth in the great Metropoh~. 
This is demonstrated by bis being called, in so short a tim!l, to fill the Presi
dent's chair of the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist Churches for the 
year on which we have now entered. This bereavipg dispensation preventing 
him being present on March 8, drew forth still more the sympathy and love of 
the brethren. . 

It was not our pleasure to be personally acquaintecl with the departed; 
this, through her bodily affliction, was necessarily denied to. many. Those 
who were favoured to hold fellowship with her will not wish, if they could, 
to forget the hallowed ocmsions. On one occasion, while suffering much in 
her poor body, she said to her devoted husband, 

" I .AM THE HAPPIEST WOMAN IN THE WORLD." 

Pastor E. White, of Woolwich, often visited her, was (as she herself 
remarked) her chaplain, and his addreas, as given below, says all that is 
needful to be said as regards her spiritual state. 

THE FUNERAL 

took place on Thursday, March 10, service being held in Zion Chapel, N~w 
CroRs, where a large number of friends congregated. Pastor E. White 
presided on the solemn occasion, which commenced with a short·prayer, and 
pastor H. T. Chilvers announcing the hymn, 

•• Rock of Ages, cleft for me: 
Let me hide myself in Thee." 

Pastor E. Marsh read the Scriptures and pastor E. Mitchell enagaged in, 
prayer. The hymn, " Give me. the wings of faith. to rise," &c.,. was 
announced by Mr. Voysey, and _Mr. White proceeded to address the friends .. 
He said:- · 
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I have been specially requested hy om· departed sister to say nothing in 
any way on this occasion to extol her; she felt she was a sinner saved hy 
grace, but this does not preclude me extolling what grace did for her in her 
life and character. 

It changed her heart, made her humble, contrite for her sins. It led 
her as a weeping suppliant to the footstool of mercy, and awoke in her a sense 
of guilt; this led her to seek pardon through the Redeemer's blood, and it 
made her a trusting believer in Christ. Her whole confidence was placed in 
His merit and blood. She became a loving follower of Him who had saved 
her by His grace, and through the years which followed, she was kept and 
upheld by divine care until death closed her earthly pilgrimage here below, 
and she passed through the shadows to the brightness of heaven's glory. 

It eminently fitted her for her position as a pastor's wife. What our 
dear brother has lost in her removal he alone can tell; she was sympathetic 
with him in his cares and sorrows as a pastor. ·when his heart was heavy she 
helped to bear his burden and encouraged him in his work. You, as a Church, 
owed much to her gentle spirit, helping and encouraging him, wise in counsel, 
ever ready to stand by his side and strengthen his hands in his }!aster's 
service. May the Lord comfort the heart of our dear brother in this hour of 
his deep sorrow and bereavement. 

This made her gracious and tender as a mother. Her children's souls 
were her first care; their eternal welfare stood first.· Many prayers she offered 
for you, her deai- children. Her voice has ceased to plead for you on earth, 
but her supplications are registered in heaven. I trust they may be answered 
on the behalf of every one of you, aud that you each. may meet your dear 
mother in that place, where she has now entered to enjoy·ht:r Lord's presence 
for ever.- I feel the deepest interest in you, as though you were my own 
cnildren, and pray most earnestly that God may bless you, for in the loss of 
your dear mother you have lost much. 

It made her beloved by the Church, and her unobtrusive piety made 
her beloved. Her kindness of heart endeared her to you all, and though she 
was not privileged to come amongst you much or for any time after her 
removal into your midst, yet it was long enough to highly appreciate her 
character and· worth. The Church here is poorer for her removal: a heart and 
life ennobled by grace so as to win the esteem of our fellow-Christians is no 
mean thing. May the God of all grace bless you as a Church. Your loss also 
is great. 

This grace gave her patience in sufferings. and they were very great, 
but we never remember entering her room without her greeting us with a 
smile. It gave her hope in sorrow, for she could not contemplate leaving her 
dear ones without a pang, yet she had confidence in the prospect before her: 
faith bore her up in the midst of all she suffered. There w.as a readiness to 
depart and to·be with Christ, which was far better. Her last words to me 
were," I am nearly home. Good-bye till we meet above." 

It made her meet for glory. Its enjoyments her soul longed for; 
although nature shrank from the dissolution and leaving of loved oaes behind, 
yet her heart was in heaven: grace had fitted her for its holy employment; 
she began the service here in which now she finds every power has full scope. 
The experience of heavenly grace fitted her friends to join those 
"who have obtained the prize." She now drinks full draughts of bliss. 
May grace prepare each of us for that blest abode where, free from care and 
pain, we hope to. meet our dear sister again in that celestial world. 

At the conclusion of the service in the chapel, the funeral (under the 
judicious manageineiit of Mr. Taylor) proceeded to Breckley Cemetery, where 
from 300 to 400 ,people were gathered. Mr. White, in a few words, committed 
the body to the grave, in sure and certain hope of a joyful resurrection. _Among 
the friends who had come to unite in the services we noticed Messrs. M1llwood, 
Goodey, Green, J. Box, Brown, and others. Messrs. Armstrong, Catchpole, 
Mrs. and Miss·Catchpole, Mr. and Mrs. Barrett, Mr. C. Elliott, Mr. Rendell, and 
friends from Slaithwaite were among those who followed. 
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By special request of the deceased, no funeral sermon was to be preached·· 
hut pa~tor E. White, who kindly filled the pulpit at New Cross ou th~
following Sunday. could not help making reference to the sad e,·eut. 

Pastor Jones, of Zion, New Cross-road, S.E., desires to express his heartfelt 
gratitude and sincere thanks to the numerous friends far and near who have
sent lo.ing words of sympathy and condolence to his dear children and 
himself in our sad bereavement. It is impossible for me to write to each 
separately. Will our dear friends kindly accept this brief word as an acknow-
ledgment of their Christian kindness and tender love to us? 

THE LATE MR. W. E. THOMSETT. 

Ix a brief note from our very kind friend, M1·s. Martin, of Reading, we are
enabled to convey to our readers the sad intelligence that our brother "Mr. 
W. E. Thomsett breathed his last on Sunday, March 13." He left his home
(Reading) on Saturday, March 5, for Egham, to fill his engagement there. 
From there he went to Feltham on a visit to som.e friends, in whose presence 
he passed away at the age. of 77. His remains are interred in the Reading 
Cemetery, a funeral service being- previously conducted in Providence Chapel, 
by Mr. ·w. H. Rose. More to follow. · 

THE LATE MR. GEORGE MULLER. 

Orrn readers are well acquainted with the life-work of the late Mr. Millier. He· 
was known as a man niarvellously strong in faith and powerful in prayer. As 
a philanthropist his name will live on, and on, till time shall be no more. Mr. 
Miiller was born in Kroppenstaedt, Prussia, September 27, 1805, and died at 
the Orphan Homes, Bristol, March 10, 1898. In 1834 he founded the
orphanage on Ashley Down, Bristol, which cost £115,000; about a quarter of 
a million children, &c., have been brought up in the Homes. In 1826 
(August 27) he preached his first sermon. On October 3, 1897, he preached 
his last sermon in "Bethesda," Bristol, from the words, '' For we know that if· 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved," &c. (2 Cor. v. 1). The 
sermon is printed, and can be had of Messrs. Mack, Bristol. More next. 
month. 

DEATH OF MR. GEORGE THOMAS CONGREVE. · 

THE name of George Thomas Congreve has for nearly half a century been known 
to the readers of this magazine. As far back as the year 1853 he contributed 
to its pages a beautifully-written biographical sketch of the life and character· 
<if his sainted mother." 0 It is now our sorrow to record the death on, 
March 14th, at his residence," Stretton," West Brighton, of Mr. Congreve, in 
the 77th year of his age. He was known to the world generally for his
famous remedy for the treatment of consumption. Notwithstanding a very busy 
professional life, he was able to devote much time to the work of his Mas~er. 
He was for many years deacon of the Church at Rye-lane, Peck~am, dunng· 
the pastorates of Mr. George Moyle and Mr. Briscoe, and many wdl gratefully 
recall his devotion to the work as superintendent of the Snnday-schoQl and' 
leader of a large Young Women"s Bible-class. Mr. Congreve always evinced 
a great love for Christian work, particularly amongst children and young 
people, and it was during his connection with this Sunday-school that he issued 
his first religioufl book, " Eight Acrostics on the Bible," a series of illustrated 

"' George Thomas Congreve was the son of Henry and Elizabeth Ann Congreve, 
who were members of Rye-la.ne Chapel for 28 years, Mr. Henry Congreve being a,. 
deacon of the Church for tw_eiaiy years of that period. His grandfather was a 
surgeon· at Bedworth, in Warwickshire, and his mother the daughter of Mr. 
Benjamin Jacobs, an eminent musician and organist of Surrey Chapel for many
years. A biographical sketch of Mr. Henry Congrev:e appeared in the EABTHEN' 
VESSEL for September, 1853. · 
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8unday-school addresses. The volume was well received, and ran through many 
editions. The work which made his name familiar throughout the Sunday
school world was the issue of "Gems of Song." In compiling this collectior,, 
of hymns for Sunday-schools he recognised the fact that children loved sweet 
music, and that they would quickly learn hymns set thereto; also that a hook 
for Sunday scholars should be issued at a low price, so that every child might 
possess a copy. Keeping this object in view, he issued "Gems of Song," in 
a cloth cover, for twopence, and Sunday-school workers of all denominations 
at once recognised his effqrt to provide a good collection of hymns within the 
reach of every scholar. The book became an immediate success, considerably 
over a million copies being sold; also many thousands of copies of" Gems of 
Song" music, which he issued in •• old" and Tonic-sol-fa notations at the 
popular price of ls. These books may be said to have been the forerunners of 
good and cheap hymn and tune books for Sunday-schools, and it was a great 
joy fo him to know that he had been able, in some measure, to assist many 
thousands of children to cheerfully join in singing the praises of the Saviour and 
Friend of little children. The whole of the profits derived from the sale of these 
hymnals he devoted to the furtherance of Sunday-school objects. His labours 
at Peckham were but preparing him for still more arduous service at Brighton,. 
where he went to reside in ·1882. .At Hove he soon erected an iron building 
in which to hold a Young Women's Bible-class. Two years later he built the 
present commodious Young Women's Christian Institute, and following this 
the magnificent pile of buildings (consisting of the Baptist Chapel, school 
buildings, and caretaker's house) in Holland-road, now under the care of 
pastor David Davies; thes-e were built entirely: at his own cost, and put in 
trust for the Baptist denomination fo!'.ever. Each building is as perfect as 
9areful consideration and a generous and liberal hand could ma)i:e it, and 
CO!lstitute a model chapel and schoolroom. 

The work that lay very close to his heart, and to which he devoted much time 
and thoughtful consideratfon, was the Young Women's Bible-class, which, a8 
before mentioned,. he founded at. Hove, and up to the time of his death 
conducted. .This class had about.300 members, with an average attendance 
of more than 200. In. this work he was ably assisted by his devoted wife, 
and i.t is,not too much to say that every member of the class knew and felt 
th_at i'll • Mr. and Mrs. Congre_ve they .had attached and persona-I friends, whom,. 
with perfect ·confidence, they might, at any time consult, and many were the· 
affectionate tokens given of the love of the members to· their leader-notably 
the handsomely-framed picture cont.iining the photographs of all the members 
of the class. This picfare, and also one presented to him by the teachers and 
scholars of Rye-lane Stiiid~y-school, with bust of himself, had a favoured 
position in the library of his beautiful home at Brighton. By his death the 
young women of Brighton lose a friend who was ever anxious for their 
temporal and spiritual welfare, and, for his Master's sake, he ungrudgingly 
devoted his time and means to promote it. 

The last volume he published was entitled "Yonder, or, Glimpses of the 
Glory-land," a series of addi•esses on heaven delivered to the members of his 
class, at whose desire he·issued the volume . 

.At the funeral services, pastors J. T. Briscoe and David Davie,;i each bore
testimony as to his constant interest in every matter that appertained to the 
welfare of the Church of Christ and to his loving, sympathetic, and constant 
friendship to them as paetors . 

.Althoug~ for some time he had suffered fro·m an affection of the heart, he· 
continued to take an active part in the work of the Church and Bible-clas~. 
and assisted at a baptismal service. on Sunday, March 6th. It was _at this 
service that such severe indisposition was manifested that he was obliged_ to 
be assisted to his home, and was not again able to take part in any acti':e
duties; his spirit quietly and peacefully passed away to the presence of his 
Lord and Saviour, who for so many years be had been privileged to serve. 

His mortal remains were interred at Nunhead Cemetery on March 18th, 
about one thousand friends gathering to show their love and respect for him. 
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His grave is opposite to that of Mr. George Moyle, and surrounded by many 
of his friendH and co-workers in this life. The service at the grave waR 
eonducted by his son-in-law, Rev. P. F. Pearce (Vicar of Pulloxhill, Beds.) 
and pastors Briscoe and David Davies, and fitly concluded with the singing 
of the hymn composed by Mr. Congreve:-

" Beyond the dark river a land I behold, 
A country all fair, and a city of gold; 
Sweet home where the burdened and wea.ry find rest, 
The home of my Father-the land of the blast. 

Home, home, sweet, sweet home, 
The home of my Father-there's no place like home. 

There Jesus, with all His redeemed sha.ll a.ppea.r, 
His soft hand so gently shall wipe every tear; 
No sorrow, no sighing, no sickness is there, 
And angels immortal the rapture shall share. 

Home, home, &c." (See '' Gems of Song.") R. F. B. 

[We understand that the professional and business arrangements at Coombe 
Lodge will be continued, without interruption, under the direction of Mr. 
Congreve·s son-in-law, Dr. Alexander Brown, who bas for many years bee~ 
associated with him.] 

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

Scripture Truths, togetlur with Divine 
Unfo/,dings. By Robert Brown. Lon
don: W. Wileman, 27, Bouverie-street, 
Fleet-street, E.C. 

WE a.re unable to subscribe to the pre
millenarian views of Mr. Rrown, but these 
are but slightly dwelt on in the opening 
chapters of this book, the greater pa.rt of 
which deals with important doctrinal 
and experimental subjects. The second 
part, Divine Unfo/,dings, appears to us 
of special value, and likely to be of great 
service to preachers and teachers. Here 
are 32 chapters on some of the most im
portant doctrinal, experimental, and 
practical subjects. The method adopted 
is to bring together the various passages 
of Scripture. bearing on the seveHl sub
jects treated, so as to give a full view of 
what the Scriptures tt-ach on each par
ticular subject in the words which the 
Holy Ghost Himself has employed, free 
from human comment. The advantages 
of this method arc obvious. The value 
is enhanced by the references to the pas
sages cited, printed at the bottom of the 
page. A deeply ioteresting account of 
how Mr. Brown was led to gather and 
compile these passages, searching the 
Word for his own help, support, and 
comfort, during an exceediogly heavy 
and prolonged sea.son of darkness and 
temptation, is given in.the preface. We 
were reminded in reading it of 2 Cor. 
i. 6. The paper, type, and binding of 
the book a.re excellent. To the errata 

should be added;· page 22, 8th line from· 
bottom, for Pharisees read.Baddil,()ees, ' 
.The Day of the Cruc:ijireion:. · When 

Was It 1 By Marcus S. · Bergmann;; 
London : -R. Banks & Son, Racquet.! 
court, Fleet-street, E.C. Price .Id. ( 
one dozen post free ls. , . _ , , 

THE author argues, with gre!l,tstriingth, 
that the cricifixion of our Lord. took 
place on Thursday, and not' ori. Friday; 
as is generally supposed. We commend 
the tract to our readers. 
Genesis and Creation. By Banal. R .. 

BankR& Son. · 
Tms eight-page pamphlet deals with the 
first and second chapters of Genesis, the 
author's object being to show•; the abso
lute unity of agreement between the 
scientific knowledge of geologists regard
ing the present formation of the earth, 
and the Biblical account of it." 
Triune Rays. By R. E. Sears. R. 

Banks & Son. Price ld.; twelve copies, 
post free, ls. 

T:a1s is an. address delivered at a gather-· 
ing of " the London ·strict Baptist 
Ministers' Association," and published 
by request of the brethren to whom it 
was read. It is a remarkable collection 
of trinities gathered from the trinity of 
creation, providence, and grace. It if 
instructive, entertaining, and suggestive. 
We advise all our readers to obtain a 
(lopy. An additional reaRon for wishiog 
for it a . large circulation is tJia.t all 
profits a.rising from its sale will , be. 
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devoted to the " Sick Fund " in connec
tion with the Association, which just 
now, we understand, is in rather a sickly 
condition. 
Jubilee Memorial of the Particular 

Baptist Church, Meeting at Zion 
Chapel, New Cl"Oss-road. London : 
E. G. Berryman & Sons, Blackheath
road, S,E. Price 3d. 

Savoury Sayings 
fQr Sensible Sinners 

and Seeking Souls. 
By Ancient Authors and Modern Men. 

SALVATION is a thing that is never 
out of season.-James Wells, 

THE. Word of God humbles the sin
ner, and comforts the humble soul.
Anon. 

WE are saved because of the secret 
work of the Holy Spirit. - C'. W. 
Banks. 

IT is better to 'pray for a minister 
than to find fault with him. - H. 
Parker. 

IF you go where God guides, though 
the way may be rough, it will be safe, 
-Johnston, 

LORD, what a. riddle is my soul! 
Alive, when wounded; dead, when 

whole.-Hart. 
GOD'S mercies are as cords to draw us 

to Him, but our sins a.re as sharp swords 
that cut those cords. 

NONE but Jesus can buy or purchase 
us ; He . was born on purpose to seek 
and save the lost.-Harbour. 

SLAVISH fear has for its object 
punishment, but godly fear has for its 
object God Himself.-0. Burrell, 

'fHE righteousness by which a sinner 
st.ands just before God is a righteous
ness of God's providing.-John Bunyan. 

THE more you trust in Christ, the 
more you will experience the sweetness 
of a happy-, growing communion with 
Him.-Roniaine. 

THAT will be a wretched day for the 
Church of God when she begins to think 
any aberrations from the truth of little 
consequence.-J. H. Evans. 

THE Gospel is so mute about this 
glor7 to be revealed that, while it tells 
us o it, it cannot speak a word about it, 
except to point us to eternity to mani-
fest it. . 

NEVER mind about the rattle of the 
potsherds; cleave fast to the Fountain, 
and draw as much living water and 
honey out of the Rock as you can.
Geo. Kellaway. 

WHEN Infinite Love fixed upon its 
objec.ts, Infinite Wisdom said, '' I will 
devise a way." Infinite Power said, 
11 I will carry it out," Infinite Grace 

AN interesting account of the formation 
and progress of the Church at New Cross 
down to ,June 29th, 1897, the fiftieth 
anniversary of the opening of the cbapel. 
It contains a full list of the Church 
members, with the date of their ad
mission to the Church, and iR prefaced by 
excellent portraits of the preRent pastor 
and deacons. 

said, "I will a.rra.ng-e all," and Infinite 
Mercy said, "I will fly with the news 
and show what love, blood, and pmc11r 
can do."-.fenner, 

THE END OF THE PILGRIMAGE.
Fear not, thou that longest to be at 
home. A few more steps and thou art 
there. Death to Gods people is but a 
ferry-boat. Every day and every hour 
the boat pushes off with some of the 
saints, and returns for more. Soon, 0 
believer, it will be said to thee a.a it was 
to her in the gospel, 11 The Master is 
come, and ea.Heth for thee:' When you 
are got to the boundary of your race 
below, and stand on the ver!,\'e of hea. ven 
and the confines of immortality, then 
there will be nothing but the short 
valley of death between you and the 
promised land ; the labours of your 
pilgrimage will then be on the point of 
conclusion, and you will have nothing 
to do but to entreat God as Moses did, 
"I pray thee, let me go over and see the 
good land that is beyond Jordan, that 
goodly mountain, and Lebanon."-Top
lady. 

A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR 
OUR :MISSIONARIES IN L',DU. 

Go forth, ye heralds of the Lord. 
Equipped with greo,t JehoYo,h's might; 

Beo,r the glo,d tidings of His Word 
Thut dissipate the shades of night. 

Scatter the seeds of Gospel truth, 
Dear brethren Hutchinson and Boot b. 
Proclaim with energy of soul 

The glorious scheme of so,·ereign Love, 
The only Power that can control 

Nations whieh still in darkne:,;:-:. rove: 
Hold forth the shining lamp of truth, 
Dear brethren Hutchinson and Booth. 
The sphere is wide to labour in. 

And many yet have to be taught 
They are estranged from God through sin, 

And by the Spirit must be brought 
To hate all sin and loYe the truth, 
Like brethren Hutchinson and Booth. 
Success shall soon your work attend. 

·•ca.st not. your confidence away:'' 
You have the promise of a Friend. 

u Who never slumbers night nor dny; '' 
He will fullll this &tcred truth 
To brethren Hutchinson and Booth. 
While thus engaged forJesu's sake, 

Among n superstitious race, 
Let every heart at" home" awak,, 

In _})myer unto the God of grncc, 
For His 1·ich blessing upon both 
Our brethren Hutchinson and Booth. 

H. D. SANDELL. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS~ OUR PEOPLE. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL The necessity for suoh a book, to inoul
MEETINGS OF THE METRO- oate into the minds of the young the 

truths of the Gospel, wae spoken to by 
POLITAN ASSOCIATION OF brethren Brown, Box, Wilson, White, 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. West, Chilvers, Withers, Fowler, &c, 

On the motion of brother Mitchell, 
"Thi f~~n~~~1°~"I;.:!f:weets. seconded by brother Wakelin, it was 

Before we reach the he,wenlv hills. recommended to the delegates for 
Or walk the golden streets.'' · adoption by the Association, This was 

E carried. 
IN company with pastor · Mitchell, Brother J. J. Fromow and brother 
brethren W. Abbott (vice-preAident, '98- Thomas reported progress on the pro-
9). and John Hodges. J. W. B. re&'Jhed posed Benevolent Fund for relief of 
Soho ohapel about 9.4;;, on Tuesday Poor Ministers and their Widows. which 
morning. March 8. 1898, in order to was spoken to bi brethren Palmer, 
attend the Committee, who were re- p 11 quested to gather at 10 a.m., to transact a ett, Belcher, urrows, and others. 
important business, and make other The adoption of the proposal was moved 
arrangements. by brother Wakelin in a hearty speech, 

At 10.30a large body of ministers and and seconded by brother Pallett, and 
-' J h d · ed M p 'd unanimously agreed to. 
-ue eg-ates a arriv · r. rest ent At this stage brother White vacated 
White in the chair commenced the 
business meeting by announcing the the chair, and introduced bi'oiiherWalter 

h f H ~,._ Abbott, the vice-president for the 
well-known ymn ( rom ymn-=eet, coming year, brother Jones being pre-
No. 15. By R. Banks & Son):- vented taking the position fortheroason 

•· Awake, my soul, in joyful lays, already stated. 
And sing thy great Redeemer's praise." On the motion of brother Marsh, 

The chairman read part of Acts ix .. and seconded by brother C111lingford, the 
our venerable brother Charles Wilson, Church at Ebenezer, Ilford, was received 
and our young brother H. T. Chilvers, into Association, upon which the vice
approached the throne of grace. president gave the right hand of fellow-

Mr. White (!'&Ve a few words of ship to brother Faunch, representing 
Christian greeting to the brethren, and the Church at Ilford, and a · hearty 
made some appropriate remarks in re- welcome. 
gard to the decease of Mrs Jones, the The Church at Ebenezer, Tottenham, 
beloved wife of pastor T. Jones, the having also applied for union were 
president for 1898-9. The retiring presi- unanimously received on the motion of 
dentalsomadereferencetothedeparture J. w. Banks, seconded by brother John 
of brother George T11rner, upon which Hodges, the vice-president giving 

Brother Mitchell proposed that a brother J.P. Gibbens a warm shake of 
telegram of condolence be sent to the hand, with a few words of brotherly 
pastor T. Jones, and our widowed sister greeting. 
Turner. This was seconded by brother Some other formal, yet necessary, 
Thomas, and unanimously adopted. b11siness having been attended to, the 

The telegrams were drawn up by assembly adjourned to dinner, which 
brotherSears,anddespatched by brother was cheerfully served by the ladies of 
Harold Cooper. Soho, to something like 250 very hungry 

A telegram of sympathy and Christian people, and every guest was well sup-
love was also @ent to brother C. Cornwell plied. 
in his enforced absence through illness, AFTERNOON MEETING 

The report was read by the senior o (Mr Abb t · th 
secretary (brother Box), its adoption commenced at 2.3 • ot in e 
1,einl!' proposed by brother W. Pallett, chair) by singing:-
of Waltham Abbey, and seconded by "Come,thou·Fouotofeveryblessing, 
brother Pratt, of Erith. Tune our hearts to sing Thy grace." 

Balance-sheets of the various funds Pea. cxxii. was read, and pastor E 
were read and received, having been Mitchell supplicated the throne of 
dnly audited by brethren Henry Clark grace. 
and A. Steele. · A few homely remarks were ma.de by 

The Loan Fund account was read by the chairman, taking a general review 
brother Fromow-the fund has now of the circ11mstances which called us 
reached ,£2.600. together, and expressed prayerful 

Brother Copeland read Sunday-school desires for the welfare of the cause 
report,whichwasadoptedonthemotion of Christ; that the Lord's supporting 
of brethren Jeffs (of Hounslow), and grace might be experienced by the 
Cullingford (of Croydon). . 'bereaved; by brother Cornwell in his 

Brother Marsh gave the stage-report· illness; and all who needed the consola• 
of the New Catechism, which may be :tions of the Gospel; and oonolude.i by 
looked for in course of a few weeks. saying'it is a very sweet thing to be 
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'bound together In the bonds of Ohristian 
love. 

The right hand of fellowship was 
.given to brother A. Steele, as pastor of 
the Churoh in Spa-road, as successor to 
the late J. L. Meeres. 

A little formal business having been 
. attended to, addresses were given by 
brethren Bennett and Saundera (repre
sentatives of the Suffolk and Norfolk 
Assooiation), W. E. Palmer, West, and 
Waite. 

A digest of the letters from the 
various Churches was also read, a.nd the 
friends gathered round the tables for 
tea, which had to be served in two 
sittings, to about 400. The 

EVENING MEETING 
-commenced by singing:-

" Descend from heaven, Celestial Dove, 
With flames of pure straphic love 

Onr ravished breasts inspire.'' 
Mr. Abbott read the 133rd Psalm, and 

brother David Smith, of Bilston, Staffs., 
offered earnest prayer for a blessing on 
the evening service, the Association, 
and the one Church of Christ univer
sally. 

The usual vote of thanks to the 
Chnrch at Soho, and especially the 
la.dies, who had worked so efficently to 
provide for the needs of the nnmerous 
guests, was moved by pastor E. Mitchell, 
seconded by pastor E.. Marsh, and 
unanimously carried. Pastor J. Box 
replied in suitable terms. 

The President's address (pastor T. 
Jones) was read by ex-president White, 
followed by papers on given subjects 
by pa.store R. E. Sears and J. E. Hazelton. 
These will be given seriatim in the 
pages of E. V.&G.H. 

The services of the day closed by 
singing to" Glasgow":-

" Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love, 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above.'' 

A large number of ministerial and 
other prominent brethren in the de
nomination were present, among whom 
were Messrs. Bush, Beecher, Belcher, 
Burbridge, Chisnall, Clark, J. and E. 
Flegg, Brown, Noyes, Mutimer, Cooper, 
Rush, Curtis, Bond, Taylor, Green, 
Hewitt, Holden, Humphreys, Parnell, 
Wileman,Woodward, &o., &c. 

It was a. good day spent in the courts 
of the Lord, the truth of the words 
~1uoted at the oommenoement of this 
artiole being experienced by all. 

J.W. B. 

"AT HOME" AT HILPERTON. 
THE members' annual tea meeting was 
held on Wednesday evening, February 
9th. After the tea, the meeting w.,s 
opened with singing, reading Paa. cxxu., 
and prayer by brother Cogswell. 
Another hymn, and brother Linz~y 
(senior deacon) gave o.n address, in 

which he spoke of his love to the people 
of God, and to the worship of the Lord 
in His sanctuary ; of his many tempta
tions and darknesses, and of the con
tinued faithfulness of the Lord in the 
many deliverances that had been 
wrought for him, ascribing all to the 
g Jory of His grace . 

Brother Gingell (junior deacon) 
followed, by giving a little of his 
experience, and of his frequent enjoy
ment of communion with the Lord in 
his going to and fro to his labour, and 
sometimes while engaged in his work, 
ascribing it to the goodness of the Lord 
in thus blessing him, although un
worthy. 

Brother Feltham gave us an account 
of the Lord's dealings with him in his 
call by grace; his conflicts with sin, 
self, and Satan; and also his earnest 
longing for the spiritual prosperity of 
the Church of which he formed a part, 
and expressed his desire that the dear 
Lord would soon a.dd to it many to fill 
up the places of those aged ones, whom. 
he feared, would soon be called a.way. 

Brother Cogswell spoke also with 
words of encouragement to both pastor 
a.nd friends, stating that although there 
had not been any visible increase to the 
Church there had been no decrease, for 
not one had been removed by death. 
He hoped that blessing had accompanied 
the Word, and that it rnon would be 
made manifest, and that the Church 
would be inspired to pray and wrestle 
for the salvation of sinners, for '· When 
Zion travailed she brought forth 
children." 

Brother Belwood (a ministering 
brother) followed, alluding to what 
had been spoken by the bretheu, and 
that their experiences were coincident 
with his own; also his great pleasure in 
being once age.in with them, as he had 
been many times before upon a. like 
occasion, and his deep interest in the 
welfare of the Church, hoping also to 
witness an increase to the glory of God. 

The pastor, J. Andrews, who presided, 
ma.de a few concluding remarks coincid
ing with the desires for the spiritual 
welfare and prosperity of the Church, 
and for the manifestation of the Lord's 
blessing. 

Brother Symons, a deacon from Zion, 
Trowbridge, concluded with prayer. 

Thus ended another happy meeting, 
enjoyed by all from the dear Lord's 
presence and blessing realized. Hymns 
were sung between each address. 

COLCHESTER.-In October, 1897, a 
new cause was commenced in this 
thriving town for the maintenance of 
the distinctive principles of free and 
sovereign grace, the services being held 
in a schoolroom in Magdalen-street. 
which has met witq encouraging suooess. 
The Gospel has been preached by Mr. J. 
W. Motson, of Claoton-on-Sea, whom 
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God had, in His kind providence, 
directed into our midst, and ma.de ac
ceptable to many of the hearers ; and 
the God of all grace has stood by our 
brother, and on the first Sunday after
noon in MarchaNewTesta.mentOhurch 
was formed by Mr. Motson. There was 
a goodly gathering of friends present, 
the service being commenced by singing 
.Toseph's Swaine's sweet paraphrase 
upon the Church:-

" Jesus, awav from earth I fly, 
And with Thy Church unite." 

The nature and constitution of a Gospel 
Church was stated by our brother in a 
clear and concise manner, basing his 
remarks upon Ephes. v. 2ti-27. Each 
member gave a reason of their faith 
and hope in Jesus, and words of godly 
counsel and encouragement were spoken, 
and the ordinance of the Lord's Supper 
was administered to the newly-formed 
Church. May the Lord bless this people 
with love, peace, union, and prosperity, 
and abundantly crown the labours of 
our brother Motson (who, upon the 
unanimous invitation of the Church, 
has engaged to serve us for six months, 
with a view to the pastorate), is the 
prayer of-" A LITTLE ONE." 

BROCKLEY.-A lecture was given in 
the Baptist chapel of the above village 
on Tuesday evening, March 9th, by Mr. 
S. J. Baker, of Bury-St.-Edmunds. The 
subject was "Nonconformity; " and a 
large and attentive audience followed 
the lecturer with great interest, as he 
ably set forth what we, as N oncon
formists, believe, and why we cannot 
conscientiously conform to the rites 
and ceremonies of the Established 
Church. Hearty thanks are due to 
the lecturer for his efforts in the 
advancement of truth and right.
E. C. M. 

MARCH, CAMBS. (PR0VIDENCE).
On February 8th, 1898, the Church held 
their annual meeting. Tea was provided 
as usual by the kindness of Mr. W. 
Morton, at which a.bout 60 partook. 
Evening meeting commenced by brother 
Watkinson announcing hymn, "Come, 
let us join our cheerful songs." Pastor 
read Psa. cxxxiii., cxxxiv., followed by 
brother Skinner lea.ding us in prayer. 
The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and confirmed, roll of members 
called over, followed by hymn:-

,. Behold, what wondrous grace 
The Father hath bestowed, 

On sinners of a mortal race, 
To call them sons of God ! " 

The be.lance-sheet was produced by Mr, 
W. Morton, treasurer, showing that 
over £262 had been raised separate from 
Sabbath-school, and other various 
societies oonnected with the ea.use, 
leaving a. small· be.lance due to the 
tree.surer of £3 17s. 6d. In addition to 

this, the pa.stor stated the collections 
ta.ken at the ordina.nce for the Siok and 
Poor amounted to £21 5s. B½d., and that 
£20 10s. had been distributed to the 
sa.me, The pastor sa.id we have, during 
189i, lost by death three members, and 
three have been added, and one trans
ferred to a Chureh in the Metropolis • 
the total number of memberR being 123'. 
We bless our God for thus preserving us. 
Messrs. Franklin, sen. and jun., gave 
words of encouragement and sympathy 
to our beloved pastor, who has so faith
fully served us through another year 
by the blessing of our · covenant God 
resting upon him, and proposed a vote 
of thanks to Mr. W. Morton for his kind 
gift of the tea, seconded by brother 
Barrett. After singing the doxology 
and benediction the meeting closed, a 
happy season being felt. We desire to 
praise our God for a loving, faithful 
pastor, for peace and unanimity 
amongst us, and His divine blessing 
resting upon all these. With an earnest 
prayer and desire that it may continue 
to do so, is the feeling of-GE0. WM. 
FRANKLIN. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. A. STEELE 
AT SPA-ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 

SERVICES of an interesting character 
were held at Spa-road Baptist chapel, 
on Wednesday, March 2nd. in connection 
with the recognition of Mr. A. Steele as 
pastor over the Church, so long associa
ted with the late beloved J. L. Meeres. 

In the afternoon a most excellent 
sermon was preached by Mr. W. J. 
Styles, founded on 1 Cor. i. 21 "The 
Church of God which is at ... .' in the 
couree of which he clearly a.rid scrip
turally indicated the nature of a Gospel 
Church. 

Mr. R. E. Sears read the Scriptures 
and prayed, and Mr. Waite concluded 
the service with prayer. 

About ninety friends stayed to tea, 
putting the limited resources of the 
chapel to a somewhat severe test, which 
was, however, successfully met by the 
ta.et and goodwill of the lady members 
of Church and congregation. 

In the evening a public-meeting was 
held, when the chapel was well filled by 
friends from far and near gathered to 
testify their kindly disposition toward 
the new pastor. 

In the absence of Mr, W. Abbott, 
through indisposition, Mr. Catchpole, at 
a moment's notice, kindly undertook the 
conduct of the meeting. 

After reading (chairman) and prayer 
(Mr. 8tyles) and a few warm-hearted 
remarks, Mr, Catchpole· oalled upon 
brother J. Hall, who gave a brief and 
bright history of the ea.use and the 
lee.ding of Providence regarding the 
coming and invitation of Mr. Steele. 
The chairman then invited a statement 
from the pastor elect. 
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Amid every mark of sympathy from 
his many friends present, Mr. Steele 
gave a succinct account of his call by 
grace, and his association in various 
branches of Christian work at Keppel
street (where he was baptised by the late 
Samuel Milner), and at Soho under the 
pastorate of J. Box. Following this with 
a brief reference to the leading doctrines 
entertained by him in common with the 
-denomination at large, he narrated the 
circumstances that led him in Divine 
Providence into the ministry of the 
Word, and finally his acceptance of the 
. repeated call to·the pastorate of Spa
road chapel .. 

Most affectionately and impressively 
his late pastor, J. Box, joined his hands 
with those of the venerable deacon, J. 
·Taylor, and, the members of the Church 
-standing the while, pronounced the 
union of pastor and people complete. · 

Brother Dadswell in earnest terms 
offered the ordination prayer. The meet
ing was then most spiritually edified by 
.addresses from J. Box {directed to the 
pastor), T. Jones (to the Church), and 
E. White, in remarks very appropriate 
to the occasion. 

After singing the Christians' national 
anthem, " All hail the power of Jesus' 
name," the chairman pronounced the 
Benediction, and a very solemn yet 
hearty meeting was brought to a happy 
-close by an expression of thanks to all 
who had contributed to its success. 

The collections were highly encourag
ing. 

the experience they have of the truths 
they utter, from whom they receive their 
commission. The pastor closed with 
some hearty words of thanks to all 
present, who had come to bid us "God 
speed," and dwelt for a short time on 
the pastor's work and solicitude for his 
people, "warning every man, teaching 
every man, that we may present everv 
man perfect in Christ Jesus."-E. 
WHITE. 

PLY~IOUTH.-The 69th anniversary 
of Trinity chapel was held on Lord's • 
day, February 20th. The pastor, Mr. E. 
M. Bacon, preached in the morning and 
bis father-in-law. Mr. W. Trotman, in 
the evening. Many were sweetly 
refreshed as the dear old veteran, led by 
the Spirit, discoursed upon" the precious 
blood of Christ." On the following 
Wednesday the annual tea took place. 
The ladies of the congregation generously 
gave the tables and an excellent 
company assembled. This was followed 
by a meeting. Brother E. Brown led in 
prayer, the pastor spoke on the leadings 
of the Lord in Providence and Grace. 
and Mr. Trotman followed with an 
unctuous address on the words, " They 
shall abundantly utter the memory of 
Thy great goodness." The result spiritu
ally was much blessing ; financially 
nearly £11 cleared after all expenses 
had been paid. Hymns used were from 
hymn sheets published by Messrs. R. 
Banks and Son. This may probably be 
the last anniversary of the chapel; the 
pillar of cloud has moved and settled 
over a more suitable site, where we hope 
to find a home and settled rest.-Yours 
in Christ, E. M. BACON, Pastor. 

WOOLWICH (BNON CHAPEL).-The 
pastor E. White's 7th anniversary was 
· held on Tuesday, March 15th. Mr. R. E. 
Sears preached in the afternoon from 
Luke xii. 32, showing who· were the DOVER.-On January 19th we held 
flock, the Shepherd's care, the Father's our annual New Year's tea and meeting 
purpose, the future possession. A goodly at Pentside. A good number of friends 
company were present from various sat down to tea at ,;,30. All the school 
Churches whom we were glad to see. children were present, so that, together 
le. the evening, at the public-meetinir, with the decorations and happy faces, 
brother West prayed. Brother. F. T. our schoolroom presented a very cheer
Newman presided: his opening remarks ful appearance. After tea we mustered 
were very much apnreciated by us all. in the chapel, the pastor presiding. The 

. Our brother J, Clark gave an able children sang special pieces end gave 
addreBB based upon 2 Kings xxv. 29, 30, numerous recitations exceedingly well. 
telling us how the Lord supplied His Both singing and reciting spoke very 
11ervants daily from His abundant stores. highly for tlie diligence of both teacher 
Brother C. A. Guy gave us some weighty and taught. Brother Scott, sen., spoke 
and solemn words on the " Cross of some good words of counsel to the 
Christ," what it exhibited of the scholars. The distribution of the prizes 
character or God the Father. the added interest and change. to the occa
efficaoy of Christ's atonement 'as a· sion. The meeting was a complete sue

. Saviou!.i the safety of the believer trust- cess, inspiring each of us with zeal. We 
· ing in His sacrifice. Brother Humphreys hope to .have more such gatherinrs. 
· -spoke very thoughtfully from "I will The collection taken was £2 Ss. 7½d .. 
give you pastors after Mine own heart." besides the balance from the tea. Aft<?r 

· He was listened to with pleasure and a vote of thanks had been given to the 
· profit as he dwelt on the pastor's c<t.11, ladies who provided the tea and others 
his qualifications and solemn responsi- who had taken part, a very happy 
bility. Our brother Marsh followed season, which every one enjoyed, was 
with a warm-hearted speeoh on •• Ye are brought to a close by the benediction.
My witnesses "-the testimony they bear, I HOPEFUL. 



122 THE EARTHEN .VESSEL 

CLAPHAM (COURLAND. GROVE),- bricks and mortar which oonetituted 
Services to commemorate the twelfth the house of God, but tather Jesus 
anniversary of the Sunday-school were Christ, through whom God's people 
held on Lord's-day, March 13. Sermons approach unto God, and where they 
to good congregations were delivered in meet Him. The sermon was listened 
the morning by the pastor (Mr. H. to with rapt attention by a large oon-
Dadswell) and in the evening by Mr. W. gregation. · 
J. Styles. In the afternoon our brother, A fraternal meeting was held in the 
Mr. F. T. Newman. gave an excellent afternoon, when the chapel was filled 
address to the ·school, which was with attentive hearers. Mr. Schofield 
listened to with much attention. On (Rochdale) presided. An anthem was 
Tuesday evening, after a bountiful tea given by the choir. 
had been partaken of, ·our pastor pre- Mr. Schofield reviewed the history of 
sided over a public meeting, which the movement. He said the first meet
completely filled the chapel. Mr. W. ing was held on the 10th March, 1895, 
Edwards (one of the teachers) implored in Mrs, Rossall's house. Some six 
the Divine presence. The superinten- months afterwards a room was taken 
dent's report showed 107 scholars on tha at Fairhaven, a,nd they were .excluded 
roll, with a good averag-e attendance from there owing to it being required 
both morning and afternoon. The Bible- by the tenant. The friends then began 
classes for young men and young to feel that the cause might be estah
women were well attended. Five mem- lished and a chapel built. Seeing that 
bers had been publicly baptized during West Lancashire was destitute of Strict 
the year and added to the Church. Baptist cha~els, a place of worship a,t 
Several suitable recitations were given Fairhaven, 1t 'l!Vas felt; would be ap. 
by the scholars, and hymns specially acquisition to people yisiting this dis
printed for the occasion were well and trict from inland towns, as well as local 
heartily rendered. Brethren John Bush residents. The chapel would be put in 
and J. E. Flegg gave addresses which trust with twenty trustees-ll'.linistei;s 
were much appreciated. An il~µminated .and deacons of the cause. They could 
address, handsomely framed,. was pri,~ · , rest assured that it would b_e kept f<J! 
sented to Mrs. Septimus .Ponsford, on the worship of God accordmg to the 
her retirement from the··~c~i)ol, as a_ tenets of the Strict Baptist faith. 
mark of esteem and apprec_1at10I!-_.of he~; .' Mr. J, Smith (Halifax) said he knew 
labours as teacher and orl!'amst for -something about praying for the peace 
~ore_ than eleven years. .. The pastor of Jerusalem and the promise attached 
d1str1buted, about 80 pr1:1;es to ~he thereto, that it should prosper. He 
scholars! and at the close_ of .,th,e meetmg referred to one of the chapel hymns in 
each .~1ld was presen~ with a bag which occurred the line, "To pray, to 
conta1mng a bun, an orang,e1,and some praise, and to hear thf! Gospel's joyful 
sweets. Thus a happy anniversary was sound." That was Just what thel, 
brought to a close. . The (!Ollections wanted the chapel for, and he hoped 1t. 
amounted to £9. We are l!"rt.atly en- would be·a place of living bread from 
coura,~,. and desire_ to ".~r9;~se ,God heaven to many perishing sinners. 
from Whom all blessmgs fl.6w, -H. H. Mr. Hawkins (of Bradford) hoped 

· that the meeting. that day would be a 
NEW STRICT BAPTIST' CHAPEL, time long remembered, and that as th.& 

FAIR HAVEN. days roll on God the Holy Spirit would 
he with _them and to11ch many hearts. IN the October number of E. V. & G. H. 

an interesting account of the origin of 
this ea.use of truth and laying the 
corner-stones of the New. Chapel was 
given. We now give an account of 

THE OPENING SERVICES, 
which took place on Saturday and Sun
day, January 22 and 23, when large 
congi;_egations assembled and much 
heartmess characterised the proceed
ings, which were of a most successful 
character. The morning service com
menced at11.lr, with the hymn, 

"God !Doves in a mysteriouR way, 
His wonders to perform, 11 

which was sung by special request, Mr. 
Gruber, of Manchester, preached an 
appropriate sermon f.rom, '· -And he was 
afraid, _and Sl).id, How dreadful is this 
place 1 This. is none other but the house 
of God, and this.is the gate of heaven," 
in which he showed that it was not the 

Mr. Holgate (Burnley) said he had 
given .his little mite to the chapel 

. building fund, and would give e. little 
more. He trusted that it would be a. 
fair haven indeed. He thonght the 
word " haven "was very nice--& '' haven 
of rest." The Gospel made known to 
them a real fair haven, and he hol)ed 
that they all would know so,nsethrng 
a.bout it in their own experience. The 

--chapel had now been built, and a,oom• 
fortable little place it was. He believed 

. that it would be visited by many.friends 
from inland townP, especiallr; in . the 
summer. One of the present difficulties 
was to selt,ct a place to spend one's 
holiday where there was,; a , Strict 

. Baptist Chapel, but now 't&.·\W'cQuld be 
very nice to come to Fairhaven1 ·where 
they could worship. •· 

Mr. H. E. Green wood believed•t;hat that 
. house was God's answer· to the p.ra.7er 
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of e. few of His ohildren. Many might 
be anxious to know how it w11,9 going to 
be paid for ; personally he we.a not 
troubled e.t all about it. He hoped that 
it would be always used e.e God's house 
and for the worship of God1 and that 
there would never be any strife, bicker
ing, or anything ooutrary to the truth, 
He hoped the Gospel that would be 
preached there would be 11, clean Gospel, 
a Gospel that would be walked by the 
feet· 1t,nd practised by the hands, as 
well as preached by the tongue. 

.Mr. George Healey (Bolton) said he 
was reading "We· cannot repeat the 
faith of our fathers." Why, this was a 
persecuting age, although the means of 
persecution had changed. He believed 
that it was the devil's highest scheme 
that he had ever launched to the world; 
he did not aim at men nowadays, but 
principles. What a mighty blow was 
struck at God's Word I there never was 
such· a ·blow struck since the world 
began. He believed that they were 
on the brink of a mighty incline, 
and no human power -could put the 
brake on the wheels, They found 
that the religion of to-day was the 
refined sentiment of infidelity ; the 
Bible was being preached from e. half
closed book. He believed the darkness 
of the storm would be greater than in 
the past, and already the half-mast flag 
was over most placeR. It was strange 

• that they, the Strict Baptist~, should be 
found in the midst of such darkness, in 
the cloud of heresy, and opening that 
place of worship where the everlasting 
truth would be maintained. They could 
not take anything away from their 

• religion e.s some were doing. If they 
did away with the fact, they must do 
away with the Atonement. 

Mr. A. Taylor (Me.nohesteri gave a 
very spiritual address from the word~, 
" Except the Lord build the house they 
labour in vain that build it." 

Mr. Wadsworth, Mr. Mills, Mr. Israel 
Wilkinson (Acorington), Mr. McKee, 
Mr. Hore.ce Charnley, Mr. John ·Booth 

· (Bradford5, Mr. Heeketh (Southport), 
and .Mr. Moss also addressed the meet
-m~ . 

The evening service commenced at 
6,lii, Mr. Gruber again occupying the 
platform and preaching from " Go your' 
way, eat the fat and drink the sweet, 
and send portions unto them for which 
nothing is prepared,.fo,rthis day is holy 
unto our Lord ; neither be ye sorry, for 
the joy of the Lord is your. strength.", 
He spoke of that• day (Saturday) as 
bei11g holy unto the Lord in the services 
of Hie house, and hoped that the words' 
of the te:i:t wohld be the experience of 
the Church at Fairhaven. 

Refreshments werE1 provided between 
the services, the arrangements of the· 
table~, &c., being_ well <iar'ried out by 
Messrs. Sutcliffe, Bradshaw, Tomlinson, .. 

Dodshaw, Howarth, and others. The 
ladies superintended the preparation 
and presided e.t the table~, e.mong8t 
whom were Mrs. Rowson, Mrs. Rossall, 
Mrs. Tomlinson, Mrs. Sutcliffe, Mrs. 
Wilkinson, Mrs. Aspden, Mrs. Kershaw, 
Mrs. Bradshaw, Mrs. T. Whiteside, 
Misses Ramsbottom, M. Rossall, J. 
Roe911,ll, A. Roese.II. Greenwood. White
side, Smith, Sowden, Moss, and· others, 
who worked hard to ensure the comfort 
of those who came from a distance. Mr. 
Wood, of Hollingwood, and Mr. 
Howarth, of Blackpool (formerly 
organist of Bacup Strict Baptist 
Chapel), presided at the organ during 
the services. The instrument had very 
kindly been lent for the occasion by a. 
friend, and added greatly to the singing 
m general. 

On Sunday Mr. J. Smith. of Hebden 
Bridge, preached two stirring sermons, 
the congregations being again larg-eand 
:attentive. The amount of the collections 
during the services on Saturday and 
Sunday amounted to :£Li4. 

The amount required was :£7-!0; 
amount received and promised. £n.,2; 
balance owing, :£88, which. it is ex
pected, will shortly be raised.-L;tllan, 
Ti,ne,Y. 

[We are glad to announce this Gcd
honouring movement bas been 
greatly aided by ·• The Northern 
Counties' Association of Strict 
Baptists." God bless the Associa
tion and the good brethren con
nected therewith ; friends visiting 
St. ,Anne's, Lytham. West Lanes., 
&c.,. in the summP.r. will know 
where to go.-J. W. B.l 

BERMONDSEY (LYNTON·ROAD). -
The annual meetinl!" of the Sunday
school was held on March 1st, and was 
e. very he.ppv and encoura1?ing 1?ather
ing. In the afternoon Mr. Edward 
M itohell was helped to preach from Isa. 
xlix. 16, his words being listened to 
with marked attention and many find
ing it good to be present. At the 
ev'1ning. meeting Mr. Arnold Boulden 
Cwho. has for many years been a real 
friend to Gbe school) tool;: the chair. 
and,, after. the opening exercises, Mr. 
Colling, i;he secretary, read the report 
of· the year's work, which had many 

· pleasing features, notwithst1mdini,r the 
. fact that it was stated that owing to 
over iiO honses on the opposite side of 
the Lynton-roe.d to that on which the 
school is situ,ate having- been taken over 
by the Brighton Railway for the pur
pose of enlarging- their goods station, a 
large falling-off in the number of 
scholars had taken place. After a few 
euitablo remarks by the chairman. Mr. 
,Iohn Green, the superintendent of 
Penrose-street Sunday-school. gave a 
very nice address from the word-;,. 
"Blessed are :ve that sow beside all 
waters." Mr.John Bush followed with 
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Pome weighty and oomforting words on 
the •·touches" mentioned in Dan. x. 
Mr. Dolbey then dealt ably with the 
words of the II th PS&lm (ver. 1 ), "In the 
Lord put I my trust.; .how S&Y ye to my 
Poul. Flee as a bird to your mountain 1" 
Mr. Mitchell followed with an excellent 
address to the scholars based on the 
words, "Behold he prayeth," after 
which Mr .. Marsh spoke well on the 
certainty of the teacher's success in his 
work, and then Mr. Dale (the pastor) 
said some nice things based on Micah 
vii. 'i, "Therefore I will look unto the 
Lord." The meeting was brought to a 
fitting conclusion by the singing of the 
doxology. 

BRIGHTON (EBENEZER. RICHMOND• 
STREET).-The second of the season's 
winter treats took place on February 
23rd, when 270 echolare were provided 
with a free tea. After tea the lar,e 
schoolroom was crowded, when Mr. S, 
·Gray, pastor, gave an account of hie 
visit to India. illustrated by 80 views. 
The various phases of Indian life were 
shown and explained, also the agents 
and places under the care of the South 
Indian Strict Baptist Mission, the 
lecture being both interesting and 
instructive. A vote of thanks was given 
to Mr. G. Virgo, jun., for his kind loan 
of the lantern, and a successful evening 
closed with the hymn, " From Green
land's icy mountains."-T. A, G. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION : ANNIVER-
SARY OF PROVIDENCE CHAPEL 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

HAPPY and successful services of above 
schools were held on February 13th and 
15th. First of all we give a few par
ticulars. We have 23 teachers, of whom 
20 are members of our Church. The 
total number of scholars is 351, 
including the young men's and young 
women's Bible-classes and 125 infants. 
Average afternoon attendance, 249. 

The services commenced on Sunday 
morning, when our pastor preached an 
excellent sermon from the words, 
" Labourers together with God." He 
spoke of the principle of instrumen
tality-instrumentality at work in 
nature and in the kingdom of God-and 
some illustrations fram the Scriptures. 

On Runday afternoon a special service 
for the young was held, when the chapel 
was crowded with an audience of over 
400 to listen to an address from the 
pastor. His subject was, "The Saviour 
and the children," and he drew word
pictures from the Bible of our Saviour's 
loving actions towards the young. The 
prizes, 200 in number, were then dis
tributed. 

The evening service opened with the 
hymn, 

''Hosanna! raise the pea.ling hymn 
'J'.o Df!,vid's Son and Lord." 

Mr. H. T. Chilvers was the preaoheri 
and took for his text, " God be mercifu 
to me a sinner." He began with the 
solemn question1 "Do you pray?" He 
showed that this was the prayer of a 
sinner in present need of a fulnese of 
divine. meroy, and that the channel of 
mercy ie through Jeeue Christ. 

ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON 
Mr. Sears was helped to give a thought• 
ful discourse from the words " Salt, 
without prescribing how muoh.1' Salt, 
he said, might be taken as an emblem 
of sincerity, purity, truth, wisdom, and 
other graces, and they were favoured 
Christians who had these blessings in 
abundance. Tea was provided for 
friends and a large number of scholars. 
At the 

PUBLIC MEETING IN THE EVENING 
Mr. I. R. Wakelin presided. and, after 
reading some portions of Holy Scrip
ture, called on Mr, W. K. Perrott to 
enirage in prayer. · 

The secretary read the report, which, 
in addition to the particulars ae to 
numbers, given above, stated that God's 
blessing_ had been apparent in many 
ways. Two teachers and three from the 
Bible-classes had been baptized and 
added to the Church -during the year. 
A blessing had followed the quarterly 
addresses given by our pastor; 22 scholars 
S&t for the Scripture examination, and 
all of them passed. Want of accommo• 

· daticn is a great drawback to the work 
and a hindrance in the way of exten-
sion. The receipts for the year were 
£55 h. 4d., and the expenditure 
£52 15s. lld. 

The chairman irave us some encoura• 
ging words, and our superintendent, 
Mr. G. Appleton, followed with a few 
remarks testifying of the goodness of 
God to us as a school a.nd acknowledg
ing the great help of the teachers, 
particularly in regard to the Scripture 
examination, the result of which was 
very good. 

Mr. W. ;f. Styles gave us an foterest
ing address on the words, "Redeeming 
the time because the days are evil," 

Mr. H.J. Wileman moved the adop
tion of the report, and spoke from the 
words," Launch out into the deep and 
let down your nets for a dra.nght." In 
connection with these words, he S&id, 
we see separation or consecration, an 
obeying of orders, faith, and a great 
reward. 

Mr. J. W. Humphreys secondeij the 
resolution, and addressed us thought
fully from the text, " He that liath 
beirun a good work in yon, will perform 
it." Salvation is a good work, only God 
can work it, and He will not fail to 
accomplish His purposes. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 
Mr. J. E. Flegir then spoke on the 

. words, "Leam of Me." The Lord Jesus 
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is the Great Master, Teachers should 
study Him, and then give to their 
classes what they have obtained from 
the Great Teacher. 

Mr. A.J. Robbins gave an instructive 
address more particularly intended for 
the boys, which riveted their attention. 

Our pastor oonoluded with a few 
hearty words of thanks to the chairman 
and helpers. 

The collections amounted to £18. 
The sinj!'inl!' was admirably conducted 
by Mr. G. Cox, and Mr, E. Marsh pre• 
sided at the organ; 

For God's mercies to us on this 
occasion, and ii! the past, we are very 
thankful, and with renewed zea.l we 
continue our work among the young. 

FRED. W, KEVAN. 

BUNGAY (11 BETHESDA ").-On Feb. 
2nd, in oommemora.tion- of our pastor'-s 
Silver Wedding, 11, small token of love 
and respect was presented to him, whioh 
took the form of a handsomely chased 
electro teapot, bearing the following 
inscription :-

" Presented to Mr. and Mrs. Bowtell, 
on the oooasion of their Silver 
Wedding, Jan. 15, ;98." · 

This was quite a surprise, and Mr. 
Bowtell very heartily thanked the 
friends for their gift and kind wishes 
towards himself and family,-W. R. C. 
LEGGETT, 

Our Australian Column. · 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, GLENELG, 

A LETTER, dated Jan. 2,;th, 1898, from a 
dear brother named Alfred Norley, is 
most inspiring ; we do not know the 
good man, but he speaks the language 
of Canaan, and talks of the ups and 
downs of the pilgrimage journey. 
Brother Norley's kind reference to 
J. W.B. and II dear brother Mitchell" are 
most encouraging. To be a means of 
comfort to the "two's or three's" 
scattered in different parts of the world 
is a little something worth living for. 
We have so much enjoyed reading the 
letter from our brother in the Antipodes, 
that we purpose (D.V.) giving it almost 
verbatim next month. 

BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND, 
Pastor John Kingsford attained his 

80th year, 30th of last month (Maroh); 
he is the first and only pastor II Jireh" 
has had. His "aooident" some time ago 
has left him somewhat feeble, and we 
should not be surprised. to hear of his 
having resigned his pastorate. When
ever this may oome he will do so with 
the consciousnes~ of having served the 
oause of God with all the earnestness 
and zeal whioh a true servant of the 
Lord has who seeks the glory of God in 
the conversion of souls and building up 
saints, 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE new , Quarterly Rer,orrl is a 
ilpecially attractive number. It contains 
two illustrations, an article by the Rev. 
P. B. Power, full particulars of the 
approaching anniversaries, and other 
matter. It is satisfactory to know that 
the circulation of this periodical is 
steadily increasing, and that many new 
friends are thereby being interested in 
the work. Copies will be sent .from the 
office upon applic,.ti"n, 

*•• The elections to tne Ten Guinea pen-
sion and to the Hornsey-rise Asylum 
will take place at the Cannon-street 
Hotel, on Tuesday, June 7th. The pro
ceedings will open at 1 and close at 3 
precisely. On the Thursday of the same 
week the 63rd anniversary of the 
Camberwell Asylum will be held, 

* "' 
Friends in the Ea.stern and North

Eastern districts of the Metropolis are 
invited to visit the Stamford-hill Home 
in the Vartry-roa.d, near the Stamford
hill railway station of G.E.R. and St. 
Ann's-road station of M.R. Mrs. 
Charlton, the Matron, will be pleased to 
show them over, and a visit will cheer 
the aged inmates. The funds of this 
Home a.re not equal to all the claims 
made upon them. 

* * * Cards of admission are now ready for 
the 91st" Annual Meeting at the Mansion 
House. at 4 p.m., on Monday. afternoon, 
May 9th. The Committee hope that 
(D.V,) this meeting may be a specially 
large and encouraj!'ing one. 

* • 
* The number of life pensioners has 

now risen to 1,473, entailing a rapidly 
increasins pension expenditure. Yew 
subscriptions are urgently needed, and 
it is hoped that many friends will come 
forward to strengthen the hands of the 
ExecutivP., 

· Past and Passing Events. 
MR. F. C, HOLDEN preachrd for the 
first time for over a month on Lord's
day, February 27, when he delivered a 
funeral sermon for the late Mr. G. 
Turner. . . 

Sliouldltar11-st1"eet.* - On Lord's• day 
evening, February 27, Mr. E. Mitchell 
preached a sermon occasioned by the 
decease of .Mr, Bourne, deacon. 

" * Winclielsea.-" We have a member 
worshipping with us who reached the 
advanced age of 94 years last January, 
but who, nevertheless, fills her aoous
tomed 11eat twice on the Lord's-day. 
Y ounll"er ones would do well to do like
wise.' 

* * 
11 Diversity of op:ration, but the same 
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Spirit. Mr. Fells, of Beoolea, uoently 
ba.pti111ed two-one 71, the other 18. 
Never sa.y, 'I a.m too old to follow in 
the Lord's footsteps ; never chide &ny 
by telling them t\et a.re too young.'" 

Mr. Geo. Banks cioses his pastoni.tea.t 
Willenha.11 the la.at Sunday in th.ia 
month. •• 

Golcheste1·.-Mr. j_ W. Motaon ha.a 
received a.nd a.ccepted a. six month&' 
invite, "with a view," from the Church 
meeting in Magdalen-street. •• 

Hitr1iin.-"The •friends a.t Mount 
Zion have given Mr. Jutaum a m 
months' call with the hope of his 
becoming our pas~r{ 

Mr. G. Elna.ugh retires from the 
pastorate at Zion, Wa.lthamstow, a.t the 
end of Ma.y next. • • 

Tenterdfln.-M..r. la.mes Wilson, the 
oldest member of Jireh, recently passed 
away a.t the age o~ 9f .. 

Rich11wnd (RehobOth).-During the 
service on Friday, March 11, to recog
nise Mr. Little a.s pastor, flames were 
seen to be iBBuing from the roof. 
Engines were soon on the spot and the 
fire subdued, but not before consider
able damage was done. ... 

MePp1iam.-W. S. •says : " The Lord is 
in our midst, and ia nsinJ our brother1 
Mr. Copeland, as the mstrument oI 
much good in gatherin, and buildin,r 
up His children, also m comforting 
seeking souls, and does not forg-et to 
warn the ll!lltodly of their condition by 
nature." We may expect to hear of 
brother Copeland being settled here. 

* * 
Mr. Joseph Mayh;w, after preaching 

all January and February ai; Shalom, 
The Oval, Hackney, has received and 
accepted an invitation with a view to 
the pastorate. 

"WHAT IS THE GROUND OF YOUR 
HOi'E?" 

BY THE LATE MRS. llENNElT, OF. 
CROYDOK, 

Yo'C ask me on what ground I rest 
My hope, that I by God am blest 

To live for evermore? 
You ask me why I hope to be 
From pain and sorrow ever free, 

When life with me is o'er? 
Well, I am told in words of truth, 
When I am asked for a proof 

Of what I bold so dear,· 
That I should ready be to give 
A reason for the hope I have, 

With meekness and with fear. 
·One word on whlch my hope I rest, 
When I with doubts am sadly prest, 
· Is this sweet word of grace. 
Jesus has said, o.nd still does so.y, 
"I will in no wise cast away 

'fhe soul that seeks My face." 

I know that I have sought Hls'face, 
And It must be through sovereign grace, 

That I have seen my need; 
For in Bis Word again who re!l.ds 
Will see 'tie those the Father lee.de, 

Who go with Him to plead. 
Bat when through grace I've peace within, 
Another word on which I lean, 

Is this firm word of truth: 
"I've loved thee with a. love so great, 
'Tis evf!rla.stlng in its date, 

I've drawn thee as a proof." 
Them, resting on this precious word, 
My soul ca.n trust my gracious Lord, 

For all I need while here; 
Assured that He who loves me so, 
Will a.11 tha.t"11_g0od on me bestow, 

Till I wHh Him appear. 
Age.in, when very dark the road, 
Ancj, very heavy seems the load 

Of trial t,y the way, 
I lean on this, "He's faithful who 
Ba.a promisedt and will lay on you 

No burden tnat shall slay. 
And He abideth faithful still, 
He cannot and He never will 

Deny Himself. Though we 
Believe Him not, yet Be is true, 
And all He so.Ith will surely do 

For sinners such as me. 
Now, do you a.ak on wha.t I hope? 
It is that Be will bear me up, 

And bring me sa.fely through 
The trie.ls and sorrows which I meet, 
Thou1rh painful bring me to His feet, 

Aud there I find Him true, 
Trusting alone in Jesu's blood 
To make me flt to meet my God, 

Through this sad world I move, 
And, while through sorrows here, I see 
This is no resting-place for me-

My hope is fixed above. 
And here, through Christ who died for me, 
I hope e'er very long to be, 

And see His smiling face· 
Such is my hope, ea.a it be \ost? 
Can any storm by which I'm tossed, 

A hope like this displace ? 
It may, it sometimes is, I know, 
Hidden by darkness from my view, 

Bat still my hope is sure, 
Fjxed on that firm foundation-stone, 
It n~ver can be overthrown, . 

But must through a.11 endure. 
0 for a. heart and tongue to raise 
An everlo.Rting song of praise 

. To my Redeemer's name; 
Here heart and voice soon weary grow, 
But in that hnd to which I go, 

I'll ever tell His fame. 

WILLIAM BARNES AND HIS OLD 
ARMCHAIR. 

(CompoRed by the late WILLIAM BARNES, 
after he had retired from the J>U blic 
Ministry through age and infirnuty.) 

I HAVE beenloung and now a.m old, 
My numbere years may soon be told;· 
Beclnded now, my work is done, 
Just waiting for the setting sun. 
Youth has its summer and Us flowers, 
The old armchair Its thinking hours; 
I fear not age while musing here, 
While Jesus' presence fills the chair. 
Though all the powera of nature fall, 
Ood'ij oo.th and promlse must prevail : 
"Fear not." say8 Jesus, "it is I;" 
Fear Dot, old a;e,-fear not to die. 
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The worde of Chriet are w lnged with love, 
The promiae of the Hen venly Dove 
le to abide with us for ever,-
A pledge which 11,ge nor death can eever, 
Oenveree with Jesus here below, 
lllleetena my eoul before I go 

. To dwell with Him in light divine, 
In His foll likeness there to shine. 
While I anticipate the day 
That oalls my ransomed soul a.way, 
Who can disdain the old armchair, 
So bright with hope, so free from care? 
Now through my few remaining.days 
May I have grace to speak Thy praise; 
And .when I quit my seat below 

, Go-all the Father's love to know. 
Another beam adorns my chair, 
The hope of Christ returning here; 
But should He tarry tilJ I die, 
I go to Him above the sky. 

hueband lies) in "sure and certain hope" till 
the resurrection morn, 11,mid a goodly circle 
of friends who l!a.d gathered to pay their 
last tribute of respect to one they had known 
so long.-J. W.R. 

SUSAN PATIENCE, of Peckham. nnd for
merly of Great Dunmow and ·• Ebenezer," 
Waltham Abbey, entered into the joy of her 
Lord, January 22, 1898, aged 77. She had 
been a great sufferer for many years and 
kept her bed for ten weeks: but durinir that 
time, although her sufferings were intense, 
she was graciously supported, never being 
heard to murmur. Her mind seemed wholly 
absorbed in spiritual things, and she enjoyed 
much of the Lord's presence. It was her 
delight to speak of the Lord's goodne,s to 
her in her affliction. Shortly before she 
entered her heavenly home she said to her 
son, "I shall not be able to praise Him much 
longer here. but 'I know Whom I have be
lieved: He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him'-my Saviour, my 
God, my peace, my joy." We have Jost a 
loving mother: bnt O ma.y our end be like 
hers. Her mortal remains were interred at 
Forest HilJ Cemetery by Mr. Plummer, in 
sure and certain hope of a glorious resur
rection.-E. CHIPPERFIELD. 

SARAH TERREY PRESTON, a member of 
Bethesda Baptist Chapel, Southampton, fell 
a.sleep in Jesus, February 26, aged 59.
J. C.R. 

HANNAH ROPER BRADSHAW fell asleep 
in Jesus February 11, 1898, after a. long ill
ness. She had been e. consistent member of 
the Church at Dacre-park, Lee, since 1867. 
The funeral took place at Lee Cemetery on 
Monday, Februaty 14, conducted by our 
pastor, Mr. J. H. Lynn. The Church was 
represented by the sllcrete.ry, Mr. C. Wileon MRS. ANN RANGER fell a.sleep in Jesus, 
Sea.rs. A fnnere.l sermon was preached on January 12th, 1898. The Lord dealt very 
Sunday evening (20th) by the pastor from tenderly with her, e.s she was only laid aside 
the words," He is precious" (1 Pet, ii. 7). four days, and though she never spoke 

MARY JACKAAM, a beloved sister and (being taken with e. paralytic stroke), yet 
friend to· the co.use at SoDiersham, and 37 there needed no further testimony, as it 

could trnly be said of her, •· To Jive was 
years a teacher in the school, passed away, Christ, to die gain." Being kept by the 
January 14, 1898, in her75th year. Her end mighty power of God through faith unto 
was a triumphant one, e.nd blessed to salvation, she was e. consistent and honour
witness, as the writer can testify, and felt able member of the visible Church of Christ. 
the force of the words, "Blessed are the L'll· ad Falb Th · t t t k 
dead which die in the Lord."' At the fnnere.J, at 1 ,e-ro • ' e.m. e m ermen °0 

place at Hammersmith Cemetery. Our dear 
e. large number of friends were present,also pastor, H. D. SandP-11, conducted the service 
a good numberof children, whosa.ngahymn in the chapel, and though we feel the loss of 
at the grave. On Sunday afternoon, Jan. e. dear mother spared to us so long, yet we 
23rd, the writer made reference to the conld feelingly join in singing that sweet 
departed from the words," Jesus so.Ith unto hymn-
her, Mary" (John :u:. 16).-W. H. RANSON. "Asleep in Jesus, O how sweet 

WILLIAM JONES, JUN.-On Monday, Feb. To be for such e. slumber meet, 
14, our brother, William Jones, jun., aged 52, With holy confidence to sing 
was to.ken to be for ever with his Lord. He That death bath Jost its venomed sting," 
had been a member of Pentside Church and we experienced an heartfelt response to 
nearly twelve years. He was loved and the words of the text taken by our pastor on 
respected by e.11. He had been painfully the following Sabbath, "Thanks be to God 
e.fflicted with asthma for many years, but which giveth ns the victory, through our 
now all his sorrows were left below and Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 56, 57). Part 
earth we.s exchanged for heaven. He was of her life and experience, written by her
a walker more than e. talker. An hour or self, appeared in the October, N<>vember. 
two before he passed a.way, as well a~ he· and December numbers of the Gospel 
conld he said, "I'm so he.ppyl" "It is bee.uti- Standard for 1868.-THOM.-\S MARSHALL 
fnl I" Such testimonies tend to confirm our REBECCA RODWELL passed a.way from 
faith and encourage us to press onward. earth to heaven January 20, 1898, aged !JO 
The funeral sermon was preached on Sonday years. She had been a member at West-end, 
evening from "This is not our rest" (Micah Tring, 54 years. She was baptized the first 
ii, 10); "So He giveth His beloved sleep" Lord's-day in October, 1843. She was a 
(Psa. cxxvii. i). May God raise np others to native of Long Marston, which is four miles 
take the place of the departed saints; the from Tring; that distance she walked every 
Lord comfort the widow and cause her to Sunday when in health-neither rain or mud 
continue to Jean upon His Almighty arm, kept her away. There was no place like 
is the prayer of-W. A. DALE. "West-end" to her. She loved the truth and 

MRS, SUSANNA OSMOND (widow of the the servants of God who preached it. Many 
late Mr. W .. Osmond, many.years pastor of bretb.renmLondonknewher. She hadgreat 
Bethel, Boxton, and Ebenezer, Hornsey strength given, even to old age, and wa.lked 
Rise) passed away February 9, 1898, She from Long Marston to TPing up to her 86th 
was interred In Abney Park· Cemetlll'Y on year. •• I am a debtor to merey alone," she 
Tuesday, February 15. Brother E. Lang- would say, and wonld te11 of the goodness 
ford, who visited her dul"ing her illness, of the Lord to her in providence >ind grace. 
committed her mortal remains ,to the cus- The latter part of her time I used to go a 
fody of the grave (where the body of her . part of the w,iy home with her, and, when 
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lenYing her, ~he would say, "If we neYer· 
meet again on earth. ~·on will see me put 
in t.he g-round. won·t yon?·· When she 
,·ould come no more t.o Tring, I ~;sited her 
as often as I could, and always found her 
resting on the Rock, Christ; J esns, but long
ing to go home, saying, ""-hat must it be 
to be there?"' Xow she knows. She was 
buried at Lon11 llfarston Cl)urchyard by the 
Yi<'ar. I was there to see her remains laid 
in the gra,·e. Afte1· the service. in the 
Chnreh. the vicar gaye a short address, and 
sn.id that when he came t-o Long Marston, 
tw·elYe Years ago. ou1· departed sister ,vas 
the onl)· one that asked him about . 
hea,enly things, and whenever h_e saw her 
she "·as ready to talk about th~ Joye of 
God: he said some in the ,illage could not 
!!et t.o the house of God-some only once, 
on a 8unday, and not then if it rained. 
But our departed sister did not stand tor 
rain or mud, but "°ent to the house of God 
through it all. She is a patt,ern and an 
example to us nll. I then said "Amen." I 
stayed nnd preached in the chapel in the 
,,_.ening. ,111a-.. the Lord fill up the gap, so 
prays -s. KE'.\"DALL. 

JAXE 8XOOK.-On January 11, at Reden
ham, nenr Andover. Hants., Jane, the dearly· 
beloYed wife of.George Snook, aged 56. She 
was a. great sufferer, though very patient 
and a ,mod and praying mother. She was 
c-ominced of sin on her way to Gower-street. 
Chapel. but was brought into liberty and to 
t,he knowledge of the truth under the late 
Mr. 'Wells. at the ol_d Surrey Tabernacle; but 
through ill health, about the year 1861, she 
returned to Hampshire, her native place, 
and then attended the Strict Baptist Chapel 
nt L udgershall; Wilts., where she has been a 
member e,er since. She was ever fearing 
whether she was right, although she bad 
many answers to prayer; but about half-an
hour before· she died she brightened up, and, . 
when asked if she was happy, she raised 
her hnnds and exclaimed, "Happy ! " Then 
sbe said, '· For me to die is g3:in,'~ also, 
"I'm firm on the Rock," and with her face. 
beaming with joy she passed away, to be 
for ever with the dear Lord. whom she 
lo,ed to serve. On Saturday (13th) she was 
buried at Lud1rnrshall Chapel Cemetery by 
Mr. Shelford, of Avesbury. Wilts. "Blessed 
are they which die in the Lord.''-A. S. 

MRS. TAYLOR.- Dear Brother, - My 
beloYed wife was called home from this 
Yale of tears to her eternal rest December 17, 
1897, aged ,0. Deceased was the daughter of 
John Cheshire, a highly-esteemed· member 
of a Rtrict Baptist Church in Kent .. Very 
early in life the Lord called her to a 
knowledge of Him•elf, bnt the path in 
which she was Jed was one of deep trial and 
personal affliction. The house of God and 
the fellowship of saints was her intense 
delight. and often have I seen her- weep 
when prevented by severe affliction from 
being there. Four years ago she was struck 
down in a moment with the blessed words 
on her lips. "The Lord is a stronghold in 
the day of trouble, and He knoweth 
all them that trnst in Him." Rhe 
was rendered partially helpless at the 
time. her left hand ·and arm being 
totally paralysed, which never regained its 
Yigour again. She was confine~ to her room 
for four months, and when partially restored 
she never again escaped from the serious 
afflictions tha.t came in its train. She suffered 
severely in her head. and wa~ at times full 
of l!Tettt darknes• and temptation. She was 
trnly at such times one of the mourners in 
Zion, l,ut rays of comfort and consolation 

occasioually came, nnd the many sweet. 
hymns by which her mmd was store,l 
would be quoted from end to end; then 
portions of the divine Word that wet·e 
engraved on her heart were bt·ought to her 
remembrance, and she was made glad by 
them. On December 17th, in the evening, 
she was struck down senseless and helpless. 
in a few moments and neYer regained 
consciousness, but in half-an-hour, without 
a sigh or groan, her spirit passed away from 
this land of sorrow. Her kind friend, Mrs .. 
Tucker, was with her before she was seized 
and taken. In their·conversation she quoted 
that precious verse as her only foundation,. 
"My hope is built on nothing less," &c. The 
last verselheard·her expressand emphasize· 
was-

"In that dread moment Oto hide 
Beneath His sheltering blood, , 

Will Jordan's icy waves divide, 
And land my soul_with God." 

The last portion of the Word I heard her· 
utter was, ".The Lord is my Shepherd, I 
shall not want." I must testify to her 
memory that grace was given her never to 
utter a murmuring -woru against her God 
and Saviour; very sen.sitive and mournful
because her afflictions were so heavily upon 
herself and upon others with her. But. she· 
constantly sought • to be resigned to the 
divine will, Thefirstportiongiven to heron. 
the first stroke remained with. her thrdllgh 
all her. fier.y ·trial "'l'he Lord is good,- a. 

~~g~~~~l'!_Jnt~~~ ~!iat o{r~~iu~e'Hf;:;~. H~ 
could have greatly enlarged her quotations,, 
but fear I have already tr~spassed on your 
space too far. - Yours truly, JOSEPH, 
TAYLOR. 

WILLIAM WRIGHT departed this life,.• 
November: 9th, 1897, aged 67. Was -many 
years a worthy member of the Church at 
'· Providence," Shirley-street, Canning Town,· 
London. His en·d -was peace. He had been· 
afflicted for some time. ·. He came to Great, 
Yeldham, and was under my· care for. more 
than a year, in which, a, time3, his suiferings • 
were ,very .great, although·. he was able -to 
l!'et up till within· nearly a fortnight of his.· 
death. The. Lord, in His sovcreign.mer.cy,. 
called him by grace many years since, and 
kept him an earnest, humble follower of h_is: 
Lord and Master. It was a great grief to him 
during the last year of his life not to be able· 
tog, to the house of God, to ineet with-the 
Lord's people, and hear the glorious Gospel. 
He often spoke of the happy times he had
experienced when able to go to the house. of 
God. The eighth of Romans was a great. 
favourite of his;· also that blessed hymnh 
• 1 Rock of Agcis," ri.nd "Jesus, lover of· my 
son!," &c.; and I have often heard ·him. 
musing over that blessed one, "0 for a clqser 
walk with God," &c., it so ex.pressed his feel-· 
iilg& When worn out with pain he would 
say, at times," I do long 'To bathe my weary 
soul in seas of heavenly rest,"' &c. He 
prayed for patience and strength to bear all. 
his heavenly Father saw wise to Jay upon 
him without murmuring, and the Lord was 
pleased to give him patience, so that it was 
a pleasure to be with him, as he was so: 
thankful. He often used to 1·emark, in his 
humble way, 

"If life be long, may I be glad ; 
If sh_ort, why should I be sad?" 

T am sore that my Joss is his eternal gain., 
His body was buried in Great Yeldham 
(Essex) Baptist Chapel_yo.rd. November 13. 
1897.-EMILY HART, West Cottage,: Great 
Yeldham. 



THE LATE l\IR. \L THO:.USETT. 

(See page 72.) 

IDht ~iradts oj (~ur Jorrl : 
TH~ TEACHING CO~VEYED BY THEM. 

An Addi·ess delivered at the Animal l)ieeth,g of the Metropolitan Associatia11 
of Strict Baptist Clmrches, 11farch 8th, 1898, 

: BY PASTOR J OlIN E. HAZELTON. 
•. 

DRAWN "with loving-kindness," our hearts' affectiops • are ent\\"ined 
around the Person df our Saviour-God ; by faith's vision we endure 

as "seeing Him, Who i'3 invisible," and together we joy in the Christ, 
Who by His Spibt and His Word; still does wonders as of old and 
~eaches as none taught before. During our Lord's life on earth, His 
- VoL. LIV. ~fAY, 1898. K 
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miracles were restricted to the country in which He dwelt ; by ell.eh 
He lit a lamp which sheds immortal radiance upon His remedial power 
and gracious tenderness, exercised in accordance with eternal purpose, in 
every land and in every heart taught to know its sin. 

" Through this wan world, where sin and death a.re stalking, 
On to dry places lower than the grave, 

Oh. it is well there is a Healer walking, 
In majesty of mercy-strong to save.'' 

All our Lord's miracles "manifested forth His glory," inherent and 
eternal, which He had with the Father, before the world began ; when 
He became incarnate, that glory was a veiled effulgence, like the sun 
hidden by a cloud, and the miracles were bright rays, shining through:it ; 
sparkling overflows of an inward and never intermitting fountain. 
Miracles wrought by prophets and apostles never manifested their glory, 
but demonstrated the power and grace of Him, Whose instruments 
they were. Christ wrought miracles by His underived power, and 
the Apostle John by calling them" works," implies that they were just 
such acts as might have been expected from Him, whose Name is "The 
Wonderful," and whose incarnation, life, death, resurrection and 
ascension are the highest miracles of all. Ever and anon, brethren, we 
have glimpses of Him here, but in the heavenly Jerusalem, where the 
family is gathering, the glory once veiled by the conditions of His 
humiliation, will be revealed without a shadow. 

The miracles of our Lord Jesus may be arranged in groups indicating 
creation, transformation, restoration, and multiplication, but without 
this formal division it may be pointed out that two were miracles of 
severity ; He inflicted no disease upon man, but by other methods, He 
twice displayed the Divine power, in the form of alarm. Some mani
fested His command over nature, and its laws and processes. One, like 
the finding of the coin in the fish's mouth, must be classed apart. Others, 
such as the three glorious raisings from the dead, clearly stand together ; 
from bed and bier and grave these " works " shine as " a light in a dark 
place," to which we do well to take heed, till the day dawn ; they pointed 
to the mightier miracle of His resurrection ; they gleam with teaching 
upon the quickening from the death of trespasses and sins, and are 
precursors of the stupendous miracle of the general resurrection of the 
dead at the last day, when the cope-stone shall be put upon redemption. 

The majority of the miracles were deeds of healing, and how remark
able is the variety of sicknesses and sufferings which come before us. 
Leprosy, palsy, dropsy, blindness, deafness, dumbness, weak and shrunken 
limbs, fever, convulsions, paralysis, nervousness, lameness, lunacy, and 
in Malchus, a case that may be called surgical. Surely a diversified 
picture of the sad havoc which sin has made in the world and of the 
power of Christ, tender and pitiful, to heal every malady of the soul and 
assuage every woe. He takes us as He finds us, each loved one needing 
pardon, peace and a new spring of spiritual health ; no difficult case 
baffles Him, " He healed them all," and yet each one was separately dealt 
with and now, 

" Once more 'tis eventide, and we, 
Oppressed with various ills draw near; 

What if Thy Form we cannot see? 
We know and feel that Thou a.rt here." 

0 King of rich and free and sovereign grace, still art Thou " mighty 
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•to save," the work is Thine from first to last; Thy word and tonch have 
nll their ancient power; Thy atoning death is the only balm for 
-angaished consciences and relief and healing for sin-burdened souls. 

Some thirty-three miracles of our Lord are narrated ; let us briefly 
,consider a few wrought at special periods of His ministry or otherwise 
indicative of characteristics of His Mediatorial rule. The "beginning 
of 1nimcles" is alone recorded by the beloved disciple, who, as compared 
with the other Evangelists, dwells less upon the external circumstances 
of the" works" of Christ and more upon their profound doctrinal mean
ing. The turning of the water into wine, combines in itself the 
,elements of the other miracles; it is a work of mercy; an emblem of 
spiritual blessing ; and a prophecy of the transformations of grace in all 
,the ages. The first and the last Adam are contrasted; in the abundance 
of Paradise the former, by his sin, changed it into a wilderness of want 
and woe ; Christ Jesus endured the hunger and privation of the wilder
ness, and by His obedient life and sacrificial death ministers richly to 
the wants of the guests at the Gospel-table, giving to His people to eat 
of the fruit of the tree of life, in the midst of the Paradise of God. 

The water cf earthly things passes, by His blessing, into the wine 
of the kingdom of heaven. In regeneration a new principle of heavenly 
virtue is introduc,ed and mingled with the original elements of a man s 
character, and so it comes forth in a gracious strength and sweetness, 
which are for refreshment and cheer. The Gospel permanently enriches 
and expands every language into which it is translated, and every heart 
into which it enters. The sun of glory which dawned that day at Cana 
will never set ; it rides higher and higher in the heavens for ever and 
ever. And what is that glory ? To pour the wine of His love into 
hearts that thirst and to turn the chambers of want and emptiness into 
the banqueting house of satisfying joy. 

Now glance at the one recorded miracle between the resurrection 
and ascension of our Lord, found, as is the first, in the Gospel according 
to John. In this last miraculous draught of fishes what a wealth of in
struction-a definite number of fish ; no breaking nets ; no dividing of 
the good from the bad, for all are good; the entire Church safe with the 
Lord upon the eternal shore. But as the voice of Jesus fell upon the ears 
of the saddened disciples in the grey dawn of that morning, so it comes 
to us to-day, and the message is, "Without Me, ye can do nothing." 
There can be no spiritual success without Him ; we shall toil all 
night in vain till ,Jesus stands on the shore. Wearied and desponding 
we often are, prone to listen to the whispers of the Adversary, but our 
Saviour" knoweth our frame, He remembereth that we are dust," and 
so again and yet again has faith's ear heard His sweet voice, "Cast the 
net on the right side of the ship and ye shall find." 

Next let us dwell for a moment upon the wondrous display of tender
ness joined with glorious power when the voice of Jesus was heard in 
the realms of death and at His kingly bidding the departed were restored 
to tho8e who mourned. The gradation is remarkable ; first, a child ; 
~hen a young man, and lastly one in the prime and vigour of his days ; 
1n the light of these miracles we rejoice, for as the dead who were raised 
on earth were restored to the friends that were nearest and dearest and 
were surrounded when they awoke by all the tender and hallowed 
associations of home, so we shall open our eyes beyond the graYc, not in 
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a solitary state, and in a strange, unknown scene, but in the soul's true 
home and in the midst of the glorified family of God. In the room 
where the dead daughter of Jairus lies, He shrinks not from touching 
the pale form, and here we see the immense difference between Christ's 
acts as Creator and Redeemer. He created by a word; as the Redeemer 
He had to come into closest contact with the spiritually dead, assuming 
the nature which He had formed, made under the law which He had 
given and incu1Ting the penalty which He had imposed. The taking 
of the damsel by the hand ma,y be regarded as an outward symbol of 
the truth that He must touch 'ere death is changed into everlasting life. 

The young man was being carried to a tomb and not to a Saviour, 
but Life came to meet him, and with Omnipotent power, "Arise" was 
spoken and the weeping widow clasped once more her living son. " H~ 
delivered him to his mother," and the place of a young convert is first, 
not public service, but in the home, discharging the obligations which 
belong to human relationships. Let us seek to cherish home-life, so 
sadly deteriorated in this age, and whilst joyfully welcoming all 
possessors of vital godliness into Church membership and service, let us 
remember that the testimony of parents, wife, children, servants, 
customers or employers to the great change undergone, is also to the 
Lord's honour and glory. 

"He touched the bier." At the grave of Lazarus, no physical contact 
took place, but the spiritual touch of which it was but an emblem is 
implied by the words, "He groaned in spirit and was troubled," 
"Jesus wept," and then His voice penetrated the ear of the dead and the 
loved one came forth. In these three triumphs of our King, we see on 
one side death, ,vith deepening gloom and firmer grip, and on the other 
life and love Incarnate, and the conflict was no doubtful one, but issued 
in the joy of deliverance. Portents of the awful strife on Calvary, and 
and of the glorious victory there achieved. Now at the girdle of our 
Priest upon His throne hang" the keys of hell and of death," He comes, 
not as some represent, a suppliant waiting for admission to the heart of 
a sinner, but in invincible power, giving life to the dead and entering 
with all His conquering train. 

Great lessons are also conveyed by the healing of .the deaf man who 
had an impediment in his speech, and closely associated with this miracle 
is that of the restoration of sight to the man born blind ; in both, our 
Lord touched the organs affected and applied spittle. His fingers 
unstopped the ears ; His healing virtue loosed the tongue ; His 
anointing prepared the eyes for the opening which followed the washing 
in Siloam. All indicative of stages in the work of grace; whilst with 
some the experience of saving change is clear and vivid, with others. 
comprising the majority of God's children, the work is gradual. And 
in the former of these miracles has not our great Exemplar set before us 
the spirit of true service ? Personal dealing, " He took him aside ; " 
prayerfulness, "Looking up to heaven;" sympathy, "He sighed." 
May the Lord fill us with this spirit and through us say to many. 
"Ephphatha," be opened. 

The stilling of the storm is a miracle full of help to all exercised 
souls. In the tempest-tossed boat Christ is sleeping ; the only occasion 
when the sleep of OUI" Lord is mentioned, and could we have a 
stronger or more comfortiug proof of His true humanity? His disciples 
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awake Him, and another evidence is given that no aspect of nature ever 
alarms Him; His perfect calmness is part of His greatness, and may 
justly be regarded as a ground of confidence in Him. He first rebuked 
His disciples, then the storm. Thus His first thought when He woke 
was for their good; and then, at the word of their Maker, the tumultuous 
waves were stilled, the raging winds were hushed, and there was "a great 
calm." Again, whilst the mightiest forces of nature obey Him, so, too, 
did every fish in those waters, for Peter was, on another occasion, sent 
to draw up the one in whose mouth was the coin. Emmanuel's glance 
covers the universe ; His power yokes all forces ; His knowledge com
prehends the least things, as well as the greatest, and all are enlisted for 
the welfare of His people. No power has ever destroyed His Church ; 
no voyager " to the other side " has ever perished. Bad weather we 
must expect; the winds of false teaching are always blowing, and very 
powerfully to-day ; our hearts are often faint, but 

" Why these fears, behold 'tis Jesus, 
Holds the helm and guides the ship," 

and though the travellers may be, for a while, prostrate through the 
tossing, the watchmen on deck can say," All's well;" the prow of the 
ship is heavenward and the port not far distant. 

But time fails, and therefore let me say in bringing this paper to 
a conclusion, that the teaching of the miracles is endless ; range them 
under the title" Concerning Sin," and you have in the healing of Peter's 
wife's mother, the cure of the soul's fever, and in others, the removal 
of the spiritual paralysis, leprosy, madness, darkness and other ills which 
evil causes. Study them again in connection with faith, and you see it 
in its various phases, from weakness to strength, and in the Syro
phenician woman's words in its glorious arguments. 

There is a perpetual freshness in every word and deed of our Divine 
Redeemer. Under the illumination and application of God the Spirit, 
the Revealer and Anointer, may all who love the Saviour's name see 
and feel that these " works" are speaking to us with new power in the 
last waning years of the nineteenth century. 

We are on the eve of great events; the gathering clouds are ominous 
of national and social disruptions ; a strange unrest stirs the peoples of 
the earth, but in His calm glory, our Jesus reigns and works, and as of 
old, 

" A. touch, a sigh, a. look that yearns toW11.rd heaven, 
A word of peace, a gently thrilling call, 

Tender anointings to the sightless given-
These heal His suppliants-and He heals them all. 

0 that there were a pressing and a thronging 
Into the presence of the Saviour-God I 

Oh that earth's sorest need and sickest longing 
Might find its one true balm-His precious blood!" 

As Abraham buried his dead out of his sight, so God has buried the si1:1s 
of His Church out of His sight, and cast them behind His back for ever. Sm 
was condemned and executed in Christ, and the death of Christ was the death 
of sin:-

" The sins of all the mnsomed race, 
That's found throughout the world, 

By this one act of sovereign gmce, 
Were in oblivion hurled." 
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THE LATE MR. w. THOl\lSETl'. 

MR. W. E. THOMSETT was born at Dover, Jan. 15th, 1821.. 
Some years afterwards he was removed in Providence near West 

Drayton, where he resided for awhile with his parents, and attended the 
Baptist cause meeting in Angel-lane, Hayes. He was baptised at the age· 
of 18. As regards his call by grace, or to the ministry, he was often 
wont to tell us " that had not God began with him he would never have· 
begun with God, as He had arranged and managed all without him 
having any hand in the work," so that in the heaviest trials he dare not 
reason but rather look up, saying, "Blessed Master, Thou knowest all 
things, that I loYe Thee, and ' all things do work together for good to 
those who love God; ' then these bitter afflictions must be working for my 
good. I leave it with Thee." Thus his mind was kept and stayed upon 
God. 

In 1848 Mr. T. was accepted as a missionary in connection with the
London City Mission, being then a member of Mr. George Wyard's, at 
Soho. He believed in the sovereign grace of God; the substance of his 
teaching- to the people was 

SALVATION ALL OF GRACE. 

He married, May, 1849. Although unable to state where he commenced 
his first pastorate, suffice it to say two friends, now honourable members. 
at Salem, Richmond, were baptized by Mr. T. 40 years since, when he 
was pastor at Guyhurn, Cambridgeshire. 

About 30 years ago he settled at" Providence," Slaithwaite, Yorks.,. 
where he was pastor about fourteen years. Later on he was at Artillery
street, London. 

His sight being very much affected, occasioned him to go into the· 
Opthalmic Hospital, Moorfields, hoping to derive some benefit, instead 
of which, while there, he lost it entirely, and became totally blind in 
18G3. TJ"pon leaving the hospital he stayed with bis friends at Cranford, 
and preached a very memorable sermon to a crowded audience, from the· 
text, "Salvation is of the Lord." 

He came to Reading 1878, and was pastor of the Church worshipping 
at ProYidence Baptist Chapel six years. At the new year's meeting,. 
1880, l\Ir. J. S. Anderson presented him with a portrait album bound 
in Russian leather, with a gold lettered label inside -

" Presented to Mr. W. E. Thomsett by the Church and congregation 
as a mark of Christian love and esteem." A photograph of the chapel 
and many friends was placed in it. A purse with five sovereigns accom
panied the album. 

The Lord blessed his labours. Ill health eventually compelled him 
to resign his pastorate. Yet his work was not finished, as he continued 
to supply rnrious Churches with much acceptance up to the last Sabbath 
previous to his death. Although bereft of sight, still he travelled by 
train to the different spheres of labour alone, journeying frequently to 
Gloucester, Maidenhead, Swallowfield, Egham, and Richmond. He· 
preached at Proridence, Reading, for the last time, on Feb. 20th and 
24th, and was heard with much pleasure by many friends. He was· 
accustomed often to visit us, and did so on March 3rd, when he appeared 
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to be in usual health, admitting, unmistakably, that for the last two 
years we noticed a gradual failure. Upon the hymn being read, 1012, 
Denham's selection, he seemed cheered and delighted :-

" Sweet is the thought that I shall know, 
The Me.n who suffered here below, 

To manifest His love, 
For me, and those whom I love best, 
Or here, or with Himself e.t rest, 
In the bright ree.lms above." 

He .commented on the words, " Ah that is the best of it, ' FOR ME. " 
Then, again, upon the lines, 

" Come in, thou blessed, sit by Me, 
With My own life I ransomed thee, 

The Lord to each will say, 
Thou now shalt dwell with Me at home. 
Ye blissful mansions, make him room, 

For ever here to stay." 

He then said-" Yes! that is sweet-hail! blessed time." He asked 
hymn 311 (Denham's) to be read, commencing:-

" Hark, my soul! it is the Lord, 
'Tis thy Saviour, hear His word, 
Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee, 
'Say, poor sinner. lov'st thou Me?'" 

Mr. Thomsett especially referred to this and the following verse as 
having been so very precious and much blessed to him of late, 

" Mine is an unchanging love, 
Higher than the heights above. 
Deeper than the depths beneath, 
Free and faibhful, strong as death." 

"No change there (Mr. T. remarked) in that love.'' 
" Thou shalt see My glory soon, 

When the work of grace is done, 
Partner of My throne shalt be." 

He again responded, "Blessed time!" "Now read 170 (Denham's). 
It is a grand hymn, and has been continually on my mind for some time, 
So precious :-

" While Jesus in love my affection engages, 
With softest emotions my soul does o'erfl.ow , 

This sweet consolation each trouble assuages, 
He'll ne'er cease to love me, ah never I oh no! 

I cling to His cross,-here I see my salvation, 
'Tis :finished, complete, I'm redeemed from all woe ; 

I read and rejoice, 'There's no condemnation 
To those in Christ Jesus,' ah never; oh no! 

Since Christ is my Head-this with joy I remember, 
His body, to which with affection I glow 

(Although I'm the most insignificant member) 
Can't be full without me; oh never, oh no! 

We look and we long for Thy glorious appearing, 
Safe lodged in Thy arms, all Thy glory then sharing, 

We shall ever be,b.old Thee fresh glories revealing, 
Amen, Hallelujah I come Lord, even so." 

To which he added, with much emphasis, " Amen, and Amen ! :• 
Had Mr. T. been aware what was about to take place !us conYer-
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sation could not have been more appropriate. Little did he imagine 
that he had so near to the margin come and would so soon cross the 
flood, and bathe his weary eoul in seas of heavenly rest. 

On Saturday, March 5th, he left for Egham, where he preached on 
Sabbath-day, 6th. The services were much enjoyed. After which he became 
very unwell, and on Monday morning, having a cough, was advised 
to return home to Reading, but being anxious to fulfil his promise to stay 
a few days with his dear friends, Mr. and Mrs. Sidwell, at Feltham, he 
went on with the idea at the end of the week to leave them and proceed 
to Richmond and there preach on Sabbath-day, 13th, according· to 
previous arrangement. . 

"Man's heartdeviseth his way, but the Lord directeth his steps," for 
God had determined to take him home to be with Jesus, where he longed 
to be. 

Jle reached Feltham safely, but in the evening was taken very ill 
with asthma and acute bronchitis, breathing very distressing, and 
i.dered much pain, although everything possible was done to relieve 
him that loving friends could do, but without avail. He was often heard 
to say, "Lord, do take me home, for Jesus Christ sake."· Nothwith
st&nding being quite sensible, could converse but ·little. On Saturday 
morning, the 12th, his dear friend, Mrs. S., told him that the doctor had 
~d, " The King would soon fetch him home." He answered, " I am 
r-.dy and waiting." In the evening she mentioned that Mr. S. was going 
to tb.e prayer-meeting, and asked if he would like him to engage in prayer 
before he left. His response was, " 0 yes, I should like it very much," 
and to every petition put up he replied, either "Amen,'' or "Do, Lord, 
3'fl,Dt it," and fully entered into it with pleasure. This was about 7. 
A.ft.er which, later on, Mrs. S. said, ·' Do you now feel that underneath 
you are the everlasting arms ? " He said, "YES, I do ! I do ! " and 
s~roely spoke from that time. He passed ·away 10 minutes to 1 on 
Sunday morning, March 13th, 1898, aged 77 years; to spend an eternal 
Sabbath, and join the sweet song, and there adore a precious Christ for 
e,vermore. 

HIB remains were conveyed to Reading, and on Thursday afternoon, 
Karch 17th, a service was conducted in Providence Chapel by the late 
pastor, Mr. W. H. Rose, at 2.30. Afterwards a hearse and three mourn
uig coaches left en route for the cemetery, where his body was depositP.d 
in the silent tomb. 

"Fearless he entered Jordan's flood, 
At peace with heaven he closed his eyes, 

His only trust was Jesu's blood, 
In sure and certain hope to rise." 

A. AND E. MARTIN. 
20, Broad-street, Reading, Berks. 

Iu the uarne of Jesus the whole Gospel is hid, and every blessing, from 
a11oient election to everlasting- glory and mercy, strictly speaking, is justioe 
steeped iu blood. And if God's people can be justly condemned, then Christ's 
<l<,ath is a farce and His resurrection a lie. 

Tlie Lord will h«ar the prayer of the destitute (Psa. cii.). Satan says He 
wont, hin ~ays He wont, fear says He wont, unbelief says He wont, a guilty 
oonsci<;nce bays He wont, but God says He will; therefore, put Him to the 
),(,,;t, poor boul. 
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

A WONDERFUL WARDROBE. 

THE word wardrobe is used to describe a. room or atse where clothes 
are kept, and will also mean the clothes themselves ; the whole of 

a person's wearing apparel being termed his or her "wardrobe." 
A very remarkable wardrobe was brought by the girl princess who 

came to England to be the bride of Richard II. This little nine-year
old daughter of the King of France possessed among her stores a robe 
and mantle of red ,elvet, embossed with golden birds (of goldsmiths' 
work) perched upon branches of pearls and emeralds. The robe was 
trimmed with miniver, and the mantle lined with ermine. Another 
velvet robe was studded with roses of costly pearls, and her coronets and 
jewels were worth 500,000 crowns, or £125,000. Her chamber hangings 
were proportionately sumptuous, being of red and white satin, and 
embroidered richly with figures of vinedressers and shepherdesses. 

But alas for the vanity of earthly pomp and splendour, in a very 
short while her husband was forced to resign his crown, and in about 
three years from her coronation as queen, he died in prison, most likely 
by foul means. She herself was restored to France, though she lost her 
jewels, was subsequently married, but died in her twenty-second year a 
few hours after she became a mother. 

"Vanity of vanities, said the preacher, all is vanity," and the 
saying was exemplified not only in the case of this fair lady, but times 
out of number reckless extravagance and ridiculous splendour has ended 
in misery, want, and death. 

But the thought of rich and costly apparel has been used by God to 
teach us lessons of His grace and love, and to furnish us with pictures of 
the Saviour's matchless glory, and the blessedness of those who know and 
love His name. The high priest of old was attired in rich vestments ; 
fine linen beautifully embroidered, one robe of blue being fringed with 
golden bells and woollen pomegranates, the shorter one, or ephod, having 
attached to it the breastplate set with precious stones, while a golden 
plate with the inscription " Holiness to the Lord,'' was bound to the 
turban on his head. Beautifully all this pointed to the Great High 
Priest and Apostle of our profession, who once like Aaron on the day of 
atonement laid aside His glory, and put on a working dress, clean and 
spotless, yet plain and simple, but having finished His atoning work, 
resumed His robes of glorious beauty, and entered into heaven itself, to 
represent His people in the high courts of the true Holy of Holies, the 
sacred dwelling-place of Jehovah. 

Not graven on stones, fixed in .a breastplate and suspended from his 
shoulders does Jesus bear the names of all His people, but in the wound 
marks on His hands, and in the everlasting love of His heart is e,·ery 
one of His people remembered, cherished, and interceded for ; all are 
accepted in the Beloved, and while He lives they cannot die. But His 
people are to share His glory, and since He is King of Kings, the queen 
at His right hand must be clothed in gold of Ophir, and raiment of 
needlework (Psa. xlv.) clothing of wrought gold. 

And as we think of many other portions of God's Word which tell of 
the righteousness which is "unto all and upon all them that believe," 

L 
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we feel that the poet caught the spirit of this blessed truth when he 

,; Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness, 
l\1y beauty a.re, my glorious dress ; 
Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head." 

We need a covering, for we have none of our own, and all our righteous
nesses even are like a rotten, decayed old garment, which cannot really 
clothe us at all, and in which we could not possibly appear before God ; 
but the 8aviour's rig·hteousness is a royal robe, a court d1·ess in 
which the wearer may confidently stand in the presence of the Majesty 
on high. 

Jesus lived for His people here, each good deed and each pure 
thoug-ht of His combined to weave the spotless robe for them, and 
thus~ they are made beautiful in His comeliness which Re puts upon 
them. 

This wardrobe is a nonsuch in all respects. The Saviour's 
righteousness is a robe for every believer, and it is the wedding outfit 
for the whole Church of God. These garments of salvation fit well 
and are always becoming to every wearer, they never become old 
fashioned, never get shabby or wear out. The " raiment" of the 
Israelites in the wilderness "waxed not old upon them," but of course 
the children required larger garments as they grew older. The wearer 
never outgrows the glorious robe of righteousness, however ; the same 
dress that dothed the believing child, still befits him when he becomes 
old and grey headed; his robes so to speak grow with him, for the longer he 
lives the more he learns the all-sufficiency and preciousness of "Jesus' 
power to save ; " while unlike all other clothing this robe of glory and 
beauty, is equally suitable for work and rest, for every day toil and travel, 
and for the royal court, for 

"It never fa.des, it ne'er grows old, 
Nor fears the rain, or moth, or mould; 
It takes no spot, but still refines, 
The more 'tis worn, the more it shines." 

And yet that white-robed host above <Rev. vii. 14) had washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb ! Yes, but I don't 
think those robes and THIS ROBE are identical. Our own righteousness 
naturally is only like rags, but the Holy Spirit works in the hearts and 
lives of God's people things that are pleasing in His sight, but all our 
best still gets defiled in such a world as this, and with such hearts as 
ours, so that we ourselvetS, and all we think and say and.do, need const;i.nt 
washino-, but the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin, and after the last 
washin~ all will be pure and fair, and then that "wedding garment," 
that en~hroidered robe, white as snow, bright as the purest silk, costly 
as "wrought gold" will be seen in all its beauty, and be universally 
admired. 

Dear reader, who will wear it ? Shall you, shall I? What are we 
seekino- to wear now ? Do we want to please God ? Do we feel 
oursel;es to be sinful and defiled at best? And are we praying to be 
accepted in the Beloved, and to be found in Him ? If so our desire will 
be granted, and we shall shine in the Saviour's glory for ever ; but if 
we have no such longings, what then ? Where and how shall we stand 
at last? 
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A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD. 
(1 Peter ii. 9). 

BY. c. HEWITT, PONDERS END. 

l?,9 

IT appears that the Hebrew word " Cohen," signifies priest, prince, or 
minister ; while the Greek word "hierus " means presbyter, elder, 

or old man. The chief of every family before the time of :Moses was a 
priest in his own house. The priest-work of sacrificing, however, was 
afterwards restricted by Divine injunction to one family or tribe, namely, 
that of Levi. The priests of that special tribe enjoyed certain privileges 
above others, and were entirely devoted to the tabernacle service. Their 
•chief occupation consisted in sacrificing different victims and in present
ing offerings of an inanimate character. Types were those men of the 
dear Redeemer, who was the only hiereus priest in the New Testament 
that ever offered up a literal or material sacrifice, even His own incarnate 
flesh on Calvary. They also were figures or types of every true believing 
soul, who, by the help of grace, offers unto God those spiritual sacrifices 
alluded to in the 5th verse of this chapter. No mention is made in the New 
Testament of Christ's ministers offering as a sacrifice any material object, 
any such as the Mass or the elements of the Lord's Supper. Nor is any 
~ncouragement given to support the idea of a class or caste of sacerdotal 
meu being superior to their brethren, and having delegated to them 
special and extraordinary powers beyond the poorest and meanest of God's 
children. Peter designates those of the" holy priesthood," as consisting 
of "lively or living stones." Also in chap. i. 23, he beautifully alludes 
to the same priest-characters as· being persons that are "born again." 
Indisputable evidence is certainly abundant in this epistle to establish 
the fact of the universal priesthood of all to whom Christ is precious (ii. 
7). Therefore let every so-called priest, be he Budhist or Confucian, 
Roman or Anglican, take note of this, and " search the Scriptures " to 
ascertain whence they received their professed miraculous gifts or pre
tended dominion over the faith of others. Be it known unto these high and 
mighty men, that we humbly and tenaciously maintain, that e1.:ery lowly 
disciple of the meek and gracious Saviour, is a really ordained and 
chosen priest of the Most High God to offer sacrifices of praise and 
prayer. Yea, every such an one is a king-priest, a royal sacrificer. 
Such are "royally ordained." 

No Prayer-book Ordination Service for priests is requisite. A. 
national or Government. Bishop's hands communicating sacramental 
grace to the ordained one are. not needed. But the gracious and spiritual 
priest is ordained, appointed, and set apart from eternity in the beneficent 
purposes and decrees of Christ, our Great High Priest and Covenant 
Head, to offer the sacrifice of love and gratitude from a broken and 
contrite heart (Psa. Ii. 17). 

He is royally qualified. Not with the wisdom of this world ; not 
with lessons ready learnt from Pusey or the Pope ; not with stores or 
weapons of superstition, but with the wisdom which is from above ; 
with the indwelling and abiding presence of Christ; with the unction 
from the Holy One (1 John ii. 20), and with a conscientious fear of God
leading him to walk uprightly, and causing him to speak for the g-lory of 
God only. 

He is royally clothed. Not in '!trange nnd gl'Otesqne costume, nor 
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in a circus or a theatrical guise. Not in cope or stole. No mimicry of 
ancient .Jewish apparel. What_ are parti-coloured vestments to a spiritual 
mnn ? All that he needs is a robe of righteousness ; the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit (1 Peter iii. 4). 

Arra~·ed thus in the garments of salvation (Isa. lxi. 10), he presents 
bis offerings with Divine approbation and satisfaction. 

He is" royally fed." Even as King David invited aged Barzellai to 
come over the river and dwell with him at Jerusalem, where the monarch 
might feed him at his own table (2 Sam. xix. 33) ; so, every priest
child of the King of Kings is sustained at heaven's board, where he is 
refreshed with royal dainties. Such a 71rivileged priest is permitted to 
feast upon the Pashal Lamb-Jesus-of the Bread of Life, and likewise of 
the grapes of Eschol. Yea, also of the truth and promises of 
precious Scripture, and of the immutable, everlasting, and distinguishing 
low of a covenant God. 

He is royally defended. Guarded, not by carnal weii.pons, as shields and 
spears and swords, nor by government mandates or Romish councils and 
decrees. These refuges of lies may shelter the sycophant and wolfish priests 
of Rome and those of our own national, worldly Church. But the elect 
priesthood are in safer hands. Around these the angels encamp. These 
are under the eye and immediate care of the Great and Good Shepherd, 
and are kept by the power of God through faith, and the all-sufficient 
grace of Jesus. 

These are royally encouraged. Not by their own merits or self
sufficiency, strength or resolutions. Neither by popular applause or flattery, 
but by the real presence of Divine royalty and court favour, the smiles 
and countenance of the King of glory Himself, and by the sweet 
assurances of His own eternal mercy. 

They are royally accepted. Not on the ground of human patronage 
or presentation to a living, or of worldly promotion or preferment. Con
siderations of natural status or acquirements do not weigh with the 
Sovereign of Truth. Only on the surer ground of a Redeemer's merits 
and atonement, His prevailing intercession and mediation, can an 
accredited gospel-sacrificing priest be accepted and successful at the 
spiritual altar, the throne of grace, where he lovingly and joyfully 
presents his body and soul a sacrifice acceptable and well pleasing unto, 
God, which is his reasonable service. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY M.A. J. 

The qualities of a brother.--Rom. xvi. 23. 

HOW little is known of the many truly gracious pilgrims who have 
passed the borderland. How many have passed into the presence 

of the Eternal, unknown to this world, unsung by po~ts, and not 
chronicled by historians, yet they were fully known on high ; although 
no elaborate monument stands over their graves, " their record is on 
hicrh," and in the fair book of life their names are recorded. There arfl 
in °thc Bible names we know, but very little is recorded of th_em-e.g.,. 
Jabez-hiB life is given in few words, as being an honoumble man, a 
better man than his brethren because a man of faith and prayer. 
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Quartus stands in solitary grandeur; of his person, character, or work, 
nothing is said. All related of him is that he was BROTHER. How full 
of meaning I There is a beautiful thought suggested here. It was 
Paul's custom so to speak, and frequently to address persons in different 
ways, all of which distinguishes Paul as a large-hearted, loving friend-a 
man among men-a brother among brethren. Some are designated as 
"fellow-labourers," "a sister in the Lord," "a son in the faith," and 
"Quartos a brother." The fact that so little is known of many reminds 
us of the hidden Church, as in the days of Elijah, who in moments of 
sadness and despondency thought himself the only one left, which was 
very far from being true, for 7,000 could be found who had not bowed 
the knee to Baal, nor gone into the then fashionable idolatry. 

WHAT CONSTITUTES A BROTHER ? 
I shall answer this question negatit·ely. It is not that a man is 

intelligent, and can converse :fluently upon a variety of subjects. A man 
may be a profound philosopher, able to surpass bis friends. He may be a 
great historian and be able to give date and circumstances of the great 
events of the past. He may . be a walking encydopadia of knowledge. 
He may know the great doctrines of the Bible in theory. He may split 
hairs on doctrinal subjects and argue upon all the particular points of 
purpose, choice, election, calling, perseverance and final glorification of 
the saints. He may know the exact nature of Church rule and discipline, 
and be able to point out certain discrepancies, and laxity of modern 
Church government, and yet none of these qualities, however admirable 
they may appear, constitutes such a man a brother in the true sense of the 
word. · 

I shall now try to answer the question positively by pointing out 
those things which constitute a brother ; and in doing this I would state 
that a brother is a man who has been brought to know himself as a poor, 
helpless, undone, guilty sinner before God. Deep conviction bas been 
·wrought in his soul by the power of the Holy Ghost. He has felt the 
condemnation of the holy law of God, and knows what it is to smite 
upon his breast and :pray:. with tears of contrition, and deep sighs of 
penitance-" God be merciful to me." He has been regenerated by the 
Holy Spirit-1.'.born again "-made a new creature in Christ. Blest 
with new life, hope, joy, and peace in the Holy Ghost-that man is a 
brother. 

As a brother he possesses an experimental knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour, and such knowledge leads to the participa
tion of the blessings of redemption-such as pardon, peace, a good hope, 
a saving faith in Jesus; and while he is "looking unto ,Jesus" for 
present blessings, he is also looking for " the glorious appearing " of his 
beloved Lord-such a man is a brother. 

TO 'BE .A. BROTHER IMPLIES CLOSE RELATIONSHIP. 

The word brother implies unity of the family. They are brethren
that I believe has been recognised from the time Joseph held the keys of 
the storehouses in Egypt. As such they belong to one head, one home, 
and each should have common sympathy, love and affection. .-\.11 thin~s 
should be mutual. Unity of heart, of life, and action, shot~ld be seen m 
the Church. The Church is not a company of mere fnends band~d 
together. Nay, but adopted children, sons, brothers, each accepted m 
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the Elder Brother. In the infant Church this law of love, and union of 
heart, and endearing relationship was carried out. " They had all things 
c)mmon," and in living they continued with "one accord; " and ".men 
took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus." Because of 
their brotherliness they were "called Christians." 

Another thing which should exist more fully in the spiritual home of 
the brethren-the Church-is a readiness to help in the home. The 
Church is not a refuge-shelter for travellers, but a home in which real 
brotherly affection predominates. Nor is it a place where just two, three, 
or half-a-dozen have the entire care of the Church, but all should feel that 
the peace, prosperity, and welfare of the home depends on each member. 
Therefore, each one should manifest a tender concern and show a 
readiness to help in the home. Each one should/eel at home, and be at 
home and feel that it must be first in my thoughts and affections. There
is no need for brothers to take lodgings when there is plenty of room at 
home. ThEJre is no just cause to give my support to other places when 

know that at my home many agencies are suffering for lack of funds. 
In a brother, we expect a fair representation of what a Christian 

should be. His life and conduct should be such as commends the 
religion of Jesus to outsiders. The world reads you and I, not the Bible. 
The world measures Christianity by its professors,-not its doctrines. 

If, then, we are brethren, one in Christ, may we seek grace to live as 
much as possible Christ-like. . 

There are advantages of being brethren, a holy fellowship, oneness of 
faith, all share in the like peace, joy, hope, life and love. On the other 
hand, where no fellowship exists, there is separation. Not to_ be a 
brother in the spiritual acceptation really means final and eternal 
separation. 

For the sake of some who may be asking, How can I become a 
brother ? the only direction I give is that Christ is the Door. May His 
Spirit lead you into His fold, and graciously help you to give yourself to• 
the Elder Brother. 

THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH. 
Isa. xxxiii. 20. 

BY p ASTOR A. E. REALFF. 

SPIRIT(:" AL Zion is described as " a tabernacle that shall not be taken 
down." Here is an allusion to the ancient dwellings of the

Patriarchs and also to the wilderness sojourn of Israel, when they lived 
in tents, ~hich could be easily set up, and as easily taken down agai!l, 
and trall8ported from place to place. Even their sanctuary for worship 
was a tabernacle or tent. But although that ancient tabernacle, and the 
more substantial temple that was set up by Solomon, and the other that 
succeeded it in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah, were all" taken down,,. 
and destroyed, the Church of Jesus Christ, which these were designed to 
typify, "shall not be taken down ; " it is desti,~ed ~ ?Ontinue for ever. 
Lowth renders it : "The tabernacle unshaken. Individual members of 
the Church may, and indeed often are, sorely shaken ; ~ut the 9hurch as 
a whole never is nor ever can be. There are some thmgs which we are 
told " cannot be' shaken," and these therefore will survive every shock .. 
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"Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot he moved, let us have 
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably" (Heb. xii. 27, 2Fl). 
Discoursing with His dif!ciples about this, Jesus said to one of them: "I sa_y 
unto thee, thou art Peter (Greek, a stone), and upon thiR rock (viz .. 
Himself-Christ) I will build my Church, and the gates of Hell shall not 
prevail against it" * (Matt. xvi. 18). Here then is the true E.~tabti.~l,nf 
Church-established not by any merely human law, but by the great 
Head Himself. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." " The hea,ens and the 
earth shall shake, but the Lord will be the hope of His people (marg., 
harbour or place of repair; R.V., a refuge) and the strength of the 
children of Israel" (R.V., a stronghold)-Joel iii. 16. 

"Not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed" (R.V.,plucked 
up). Every individual believer may be regarded as a stake or pillar of 
the spiritual house; not one shall ever perish, or be plucked out of the 
hand of God and of Christ (John x. 28, 29)-not even the weakest, or 
the one that feels most unworthy. We are pilgrims and sojourners 
now, but when our earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, " we 
have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens" (2 Cor. v.). Concerning thfa Jesus said : "In My Father's 
house are many mansions" (Greek, abiding places). Those who are 
favoured to be brought into real membership among the spiritual sons 
of Zion, shall" go no more out." These are they who eventually over
come, for they are in the end made "more than conquerors," though often 
overcome now. "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the 
temple of My God, and he shall go no more out" (Rev. iii. 12). Some
times, like ancient Israel, we get into a state of temporary bondage or 
captivity, through the artful malice of our infernal foes, or because of 
the deceitfulness of our hearts, or through lack of watchfulness ; but it 
shall not always be so, neither shall our foes triumph over us. Samson 
leaned upon the two pillars that supported the roof of the temple of 
Dagon, and brought it down upon the assembled thousands ; but we read 
that when Solomon built the temple of Jerusalem he set up two pillars 
in the porch, one of which he named Jachin (i.e., establishment), and the 
other Boaz (i.e., strength). The Church by Christ established is strong 
indeed, for it is "built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets. 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone." 

"Neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken." God says : " I 
drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love" (Hos. xi. 4). So 
Hezekiah found it : " Behold, for peace ( or upon my peace) I had great 
bitterness ; but Thou hast in love to my soul deli,ered it from the pit of 
corruption, for Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back " (Isa. 
xxxviii. 17). The marginal· reading is very expressive-" Thou hast 
loved my soul from the pit "-and the R.V. margin reads," from the 
pit of nothingness." Yes, dear readers, we were indeed in the pit of 
corruption, or nothingness, until Eternal Love drew us out, as it did 
David (Psa. xl. ), and this is according to the words of the dear 
Redeemer : "No man can come unto Me, except the Father draw him." 

• As the Greek word Petros does sometimes in Classic&! writings mean rock, 
it is thought by Bloomfield and some others that the meaning is, that upon 
Pater's preaching (see Acts ii.) the Church should be founded; or upon the 
confession he had just uttered. 
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The promises of the covenant may also be regarded as the" stakes," 
:md Gospel ordinances as the " cords" which shall never be broken, 
for they are appointed of God as means for binding believers together 
in the bonds of holy fellowship and pure love ; and all of them, iu the 
bonds of union and communion, with their Lord. Moreover, "stakes" 
and " cords " being used to fi:s: the boundaries of a tent, the figure is 
adapted to the Church-" Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them 
stretch forth the curtains of thy habitations ; spare not, lengthen thy 
cords and strengthen thy stakes, for thou shalt break forth on the right 
hand and on the left" (Isa. liv. 2). The Church Militant is to enlarge 
her boundaries, but the Church as a whole, according to the Divine 
decree, can never become either larger or smaller. She can never take 
in the world, nor can her foes break into her. God has "girded her 
with strength," and He will preserve her for ever. 

BAPTISTS-WHAT ABOUT THEM? 
Serial Papers on Baptist History, Principles, Pmctices, · Churches, 

and Men.-XX. 
BY SAMUEL BANKS. 

LOCAL CHURCHES. 

THE late Bishop of Peterborough rightly understood us Baptists in this 
matter, when he said that our contention respecting Baptism was really bound 
up with our view of a Church as "a company of regenerate people.'' 

That is our sentiment, eur ideal, for the. realization of which we ever pray 
and towards which we always aim. We should be thankful to be free from 
the black sheep, from the tares, but that is not in our power ; 'tis so in the 
invisible; but in the visible they must both grow up together un~il the great 
harvest and separation. N everthele11s, we must not confound Truth with its 
professors ; but clearly distinguish between Principle and Peopl,e, and not look 
askance on the Principle because of the inconsistency of some who profess to 
bold it. There have been in every age of the. Christian era those who adopted 
and advocated Baptist principles, whose conduct and works are unworthy of the 
Christian name. But a like remark is true of all; of certain members of 
Apostolic Churches in the lifetime of the Apostles ; and THE TWELVE even were 
not free from Judas till he weat out and hanged himself. But no candid inan or 
woman would be unfair enough to judge any community by its black sheep; 

I am sure we shall all be glad to note the movement towards reform-the 
tendency to hark back to Scriptural and Primitive Christianity which has -quite 
recently manifested itself in the very· midst of French Catholicism. Take an 
example or two : 

M. Philippot, a converted priest, in response to a demand from his bishop, 
before whom he had been accused of heresy, set forth his Confession of 1!,ait~, 
from which I quote a sentence or two: 

"The Roman Church is not the Universai'Church . . • The Apostles and 
first missionaries established Churches that were independent of each other, united 
soley by love and the faith of Jesus Christ. The Papacy is a human institution." 

M. Philippot has left the "human institution," since it has graciously 
pleased the Lord to open his eyes and illumine his darkness. What I wish to 
draw particular attention to is that from such a witness I am enabled to remind 
you of this foundation principle amongst Baptists respecting Church constitu
tion and government-" The Apostles and first mfosionaries established 
Churches that were independent of each other, united solely by love and the faith 
of Jesus Christ." 

There has appeared recently an article in a French paper on this new Reform 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. H5 

movement in France, which in many of its sentences, lays down not only what 
is, but what ever has been true Baptist principle. It says :-" A return is 
necessary to the Jii-st age, to the Apostolic teaching. Christ did not irnititute 
any visible Church. The Apostles did not found a Church,-but Churches 
independent of each other." 

As to Church membership, Baptists limit, so far as possible, memhership 
in their Churches to evident disciples of Jesus. Their rule is to rer1uire of 
such as desire to join with them a credible profession of repentance toward 
God and faith in Christ, evidence of the new birth, and the indwelling Spirit 
of the Lord ; on this profession, when they can accept it as sincere, together 
with the public baptism of the candidate, they comply with the request to be 
admitted in membership to their local Churches. Such a custom, of course, 
involves inquiry, deliberation, election ; wherefore it is our practice to appoint 
well-known and respected men or women to visit such candidates for baptism 
and Church fellowship, to satisfy themselves and those who sent them that 
the candidates have TRULY repented and UN~'EIGN'EDLY believe. The meeting 
at which the vistors' report is given in has the right to accept or refuse the 
candidates, usually by a majority of votes given by show of hands. Paul was 
rejected for awhile, but afterwards received by the Church at Jerusalem. 

'fhere are Churches professing to be Baptist which admit the unbaptised to 
membership, but I am thankful to say they are few in number ; the over
whelming majority of the Churches hold to baptism as a condition of member
ship, on the ground. that a Christian Church is an organised assembly of 
regenerate people who have been baptised as believers, and that a Baptist 
Church should be a Chttrch consisting of Baptists ONLY ! Certainly EVERY 
Church has a perfect and inviolable right to determine its own membership. 
There is one testimony ram glad to bear, and that is,-that America does not 
suffer from the English plague of so-called "Union" Churches. Our American 
Baptist cousins admit none but Baptised Believers into any of their recognised 
Baptist-Churches. 

Though we cannot but deplore the many points of difference amongst the 
various members of the Church of Jesus Christ travelling through the wilder
ness, we know we shall see all things clearly, without a jarring note, being one 
and complete in the Beloved, when we awake with His likeness by-and-bye. 

Orpington, March, 1898. 

One family we dwell in Him, 
One Church above, beneath, 

Though now divided by the stream
The narrow stream of death. 

THE LATE MRS. FLORY. 

ELIZABETH, the beloved wife of Joseph'Fiory, entered into rest, April 13, 
1898, aged 71. Brother Flory has been preaching the Gospel of the grace of 
God over fifty years, and has a large circle of friends in London and country 
who will sympathise with, and pray for him, in this his hour of trial and 
bereavement. Deceased is safe landed, but our beloved brother is plunged 
into sorrow. The funeral took place at Manor Park Cemetery on :Monday, 
April 18, Mr. W. H.· Lee, of Bow, officiating, assisted by Mr. Holland, of 
Red Post-lane. Mr. J, D. Fountain and numarous other friends gathered in 
the cemetery chapel and at the grave-side. Doddridge's hymn, "Grace, 'tis a 
charming sound," was sung, and the Benediction pronounced, and thus we 
left our sister well laid in the grave in sure and certain hope of a glorious 
resurection.-JoHN. 

THE LATE MR. JAMES PO~SFORD. 

THE Church at Courland Grove, Clapham, has sustained a great loss through 
the death of om· dear brother Ponsford, called by g~ce under the ministry of 
the late Samuel Ponsford, nis honoured father, who was for so many years 
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pnstor of this Church. He was baptized by him in October, 1862. For thirty
!'ix years he has conducted the service of praise in our little sanctuary, and on 
two occasions the congregation hn,·e shown their sense of the great value of 
his se1Tices by presentations. He was chosen deacon in March, 1880, and the 
Church ha,·e to mourn the loss of a wise and faithful officer. But little can 
he said of his last moments. He g·ave out the hymns on 'l'hursday, March, 
l 7th._ On the following ~ord's-day he was very unwell, and compelled to
remnm at home. Pneumoma followed, and our brother breathed his last on 
Tuesday, March 29th. His body was committed to the grave at Norwood 
Cemetery on the following Saturday, in the pl'esence of many sorrowing 
friends. 

Dt1ring the latter years of his life heavy circumstantial trials came upon 
him. and while those near to him, and the Church he served so faithfully and 
well mourn the loss, we know that for him to clep:i.rt and be with Christ is far· 
better. H. D. 

THE LATE MR. RUSSELL. 

REDBE:o. HENBY RussELL, Sen., aged 74, departed to be with Christ, Dec .. 
26. 1897. Although only laid aside two or three weeks, he had been sadly 
for some time. Onr brother, by the power of the Holy Ghost, felt himself a 
sinner and was brought to soul repentance towards God. For a long time he 
walked in darkness, yet, in the appointed time, "God, who commanded the· 
light to shine out of darkness, shined in his heart" with saving power. In the
prondence of God, our brother was led to sit under the ministry of the late
Mr. S. Ponsford at Courland Grove, Clapham, by whom he was baptised 
about fifty years ago. Living at Streatharn, it was laid. upon his mind to
open a place in that district for the proclamation of the distinguishieg doctrines. 
of grace. A few brethren made it a matter of earnest prayer, and were led 
to open a room in Baker's-lane, in which place many servants of the Lord 
preached the Gospel with tokens of blessings. This effort laid the foundation
of the cause at 

PROVIDENCE, HAMBRO'-ROAD, STREATHAM, 

where Mr. Russell was a constant attendant, taking great pleasure in giving out 
the hymns, manifesting an aptness for the position. Cennick's hymn, 260-
Denham's, was a great favourite of his, 

"Jesus, my all. to heaven is gon, ; 
He, whom I fix my hopes upon ; 
His track I see, and I'll_pursue 
The narrow wa.y, 'till Him I view:• 

Our departed brother, most of his lifetime, dreaded the last enemy, but when· 
brought to the brink of the river he exclaimed, "If I stay i~ this frame of· 
mind I shall be caught up in the air." His soul was filled with a realisation· 
of his interest in a precious Christ ; all doubt and :(ear was removed, and he
was most peaceful and quiet. 

"80 HF. GIVETH HIS BF.LOVED SLEEP." 

He was a kind and affectionate brother to the writer, and would press my hand 
at the close of the evening service, and would say, " I have heard well-you 
have been helped," so that I have the consola.tion of being made a special' 
blessing to his soul. He was one of the humblest and kindest of deacons I_ 
have known in my long campaign. Hie liberality to the family and cause of 
God was known only to the Lord. 

The first part of the funeral service was conducted· in Providence Chapel,. 
Hambro'-road, by Mr. Marsh, and at the Cemetery, N<_>rwood, his mor.tal 
remains were committed to the custody of the grave till the reeurrect10n, 
morn, amid a large circle of friends, in which I took part. 

J. FLORY. 
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BEARING TESTIMONY TO THE WORD OF HIS <H:ACE. 
Beiny a Brief Account of the Experience an<l La.,t Dnys of Mrss ISABELLA ABBL. 

BY w. E. SOPER. 
11 God moves in a myAterionA way. 

His wonders to perform ; · 
Ho plants His footsteps in the se". 

And rides upon the storm." 
~un late esteemed friend_ Miss Abel passed away early on Lord's-day morn
mg, February 6th, 1898, m the 65th year of her age. She has entered into tliat 
rest which awaits the Lord's loved ones, to behold His face in glory, to be for 
ever satisfied with the full, uninterrupted vision of God and the Lamb, whom 
they endeavoured to follow, in some humble measure, while sojourning in this 
vale of tears, but whom they now follow to fountains of living waters in the 
world of glory where all tears are dried from their eyes for ever. Our sister 
has now joined that company, and is, with them, ascribing, "Salvation, glory 
honour and power to Him who washed them from their sins in His owd 
precious blood, and presents them faultless before the presence of His glory 
with exceeding joy, clothed in His spotless righteousness and free from all 
blame," saying, " Here am I, Father, and the children whom Thou hast given 
Me," not one lost from the number, "loved with an everlasting love before 
the world began." 

"With them numbered ruay we be, 
Now nnd through eternity." 

Has the reader any solid ground for the hope that he is among the happy 
number of those who have "washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb?" If so, there is a glorious prospect in view, 

Our departed friend was a humble, devoted, and sincere Christian woman, 
whom to know was to love and esteem, and those who were privileged with 
her friendship, valued it very highly. What she was, she was by tbe grace 
of God, which shone in her daily life, and was manifested by a consistent 
walk, which speaks for the reality of the work wrought by the Spirit more 
than all the talk which passes for Christianity among some who profess its 
doctrines. Thi11 she plainly manifested by showing a preference for those 
who, while proclaiming the truth, adorned their profession in all things. 

Yet she always tried to hear anyone whom though not agreeing in all 
things they advanced, yet, if they simply preached what they knew of Christ 
(giving prominence to the Spirit's work in the heart), she could receive them 
as true messengers of peace. This showed a spiritual discernmen't which all 
are not favoured with. 

Miss Abel was partial to the writings of Dr. Hawker, Dr. Walker, and the 
late Joseph Irons, whose sermons she used to read with pleasure and delight ; 
Dr. Hawker's "Portions" and Dr. Walker, of Cheltenham, on "The miracles 
of our Lord," and the Old Testament were greatly appreciated by her. Hart, 
Kent, Watts, Newton, Toplady, and Cowper, as hymn-writers, were her chief 
favourites. 

In her early life she heard Mr. Miall, of Providence, Islington, later, James 
Smith; then, at Liverpool, Dr. McNeile and Rev. F. M. Harke, also Hugh 
Stowell Brown. When she came to live with us in 1876 she attended Rye
lane chapel, also" Zion," Heaton-road, and latterly Nunhead Green. 

The first text she heard preached from at Rye-lane chapel was Col. iv. 3 ; 
Mr. Brunt, of Colnbrook, was the preacher. The last text she heard a sermon 
from at Nunhead Green, was Col. iv. 4, by Mr. Mead. This was a coincidence. 
The first text Miss Abel heard the writer from was Rev. xxii. 16, the last text 
was Zech. xiii. 1. 

Certainly the steps of the righteous are directed by the Lord, and I belie_ve 
an overruling providence was never more manifest than w~en the late Miss 
Abel was direoted here on February 22nd, 1876, as compamou to my late dear 
aunt Miss Chitty (for eight years) till she was called to her rest, and then 
for fourteen years to myself, als~ as housekeeper, and right well did she 
fulfil those combined duties to both of us for twenty-two years. though some-
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times unrler weakness anrl rlebility, but now she has left it all behind. She 
had faith gi,·en her that I should be taken care of, and that lull'ing been 
hronght to fifty-four )·ears I should not be forsaken. I trust that her con
fidence will be rewarded. 

"' e always hear? the Ham~ ~ood men, with the same pleasure and profit, 
and that showed umson of spmt here, to be renewed in the world above, with 
my dear parents and au11t and others whose happy spirits are for ever at rest. 

Her kindness and patience with me was uniform through all the years that 
I knew her. Thus she carried out her promise to my late aunt "as long at1 
she could she would go on in the same way so as not to miss her attention." 
I have been very favoured up to the present time, and trust I shall be to· the end. 

Miss Abel was a great sufferer for the last seven months from cancer and 
though an operation was performed, yet it returned and ended in her re~oval 
to her home above. She was very patient in her last illness and was di·dnely 
supported by the Lord, to bear all that He was pleased to lay upon her 
repeating on her dying bed, those sweet words over and over again- ' 

"On Christ, the solid Rock. I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand.'' 

This was very pleasing to those around her, but her life clearly expressed in 
whom her confidence was placed. 

Thus another ransomed soul has been gathered home, May we follow her 
as she followed Christ and enjoy with her the reward of the just. Amen. 

We laid all that was mortal of her to rest in my private grave at Nunhead 
Cemetery, February 10th, 1898, with the remains of my old friend Sarah 
Clouter, till the resurrection morn, when she will rise in all the glory of her 
risen Lord to take possession of the mansion that was hers before the 
foundation of the world, where we hope to meet to part no more. 

Mr. E. Mitchell conducted the service in the chapel and Mr. J. Box at the 
grave. They were heard well and gave a good testimony. 

·• THE DOORS ARE OPEN! JESUS! JESUS NOW!" 
A brief account of KATIE DELANEY, who went to be " with Christ. which is far 

better," March 12, 1898. Aged 20. · 
THE Reaper, whose name is Death, has been busy in our midst of late, at 
Ebeuezer, Chester, and three of our number have fallen beneath his stroke 
during the last three months. The last one was Ka.tie Delaney, a most amicable 
girl, who has been associated with the Church from her childhood. She was 
baptised, and admitted into Church fellowship in the March of 1892, and 
when able to attend she was seldom absent from the means of grace, and the 
memory of her whole life is a precious legacy. She is gone, but it remains, 
and its inspiration and simple goodness will doubtless be felt.- In the social 
and family life she was one of the brightest. She was always cheerful, and 
has left behind her many pleasant memories. 

During her illness, which was of fourteen months' duration, we always found 
her the same-kind, and cheerful, and bright ; and ope sometimes forgot her 
physical weakness, because in her cheerfulness she seemed sometimes to for
get it herself. Although somewhat reserved when speaking of spiritual things, 
she ever acknowledged her absolulute dependence upon Christ for salvation, 
and assured us that He had taken away all fear as to the future, whatever 
that future would bring, 

About a month ago it was evident she was not to be long with us. On the 
day of her sojourn here we sat with her, and spoke to her of the sweetness of 
the rest after much felt weariness. We read to her that. sweet portion of 
truth, John xiv., and afterward commended her to our covenant-keeping God. 
We bade her farewell, to see her no more until we meet in the tearless, sorrow
less, graveless beyond. Later on, in the evening, she asked to see father, 
mother, brothers and sisters, and spoke words to each, which we doubt not will 
linger long in their memories. She repeated softly and sweetly the hymn, 

" There _is h me eternal.'' 
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emphasising the words, 
'· When, oh, when ah,ill I see thee, 

Beo.utirul, heo.utiful, home?" 
Apparently dosing, at intervals she would open her eyes and smile upon each. 
To the sister who watched over her she said, ".Jesus only now," and juRt 
before she passed away, her face beaming with the dawning glory, she 
exclaimed," The doors are open! Jesus! Jesus now!" and she fell asleep. Her 
end was truly a triumphant one, her last hours being filled with holy peace 
and joy, the memory of which ought to be a sweet and helpful inRpiration t(} 
those who mourn her loss. 

A deeply affecting service was conducted in the chapel at Milton-street, 
the pastor delivering an address based on the words, " With Christ, which is far 
better." From the chapel we journeyed to the cemetery, where, in the presence 
of over one hundred people, we committed all that was mortal to the grave, 
in the full and blessed assurance of the resurrection of the dead, and of eternal 
life, afterward singing the hymn, commencing, 

" Asleep iu Jesus, bleased sleep." 
Her translation was improved by the pastor on the following Sunday evening 
in the presence of a large and deeply affected congregation. The text was 
1 Thess. iv. 18. 

" When earth's songs have all been sang, 
Labour ended, trials done, 
• We'll meet again,' oh, happy word ! 
And be 'for ever with the Lord.' " 

W .P. 

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

George Muller, the Modern Apostle of 
· Faith. London: S. W. Partridge and 

Co .. 9, Paternoster-row. Bristol: W. 
F. Mack&; Co., 52, Park-row. Price 
One Shilling, paper cover ; Two 
Shillings, cloth. 

ON the morning of March lQth, George 
Muller's ransomed spirit was released 
from its clay tenement and entered into 
the "homeland." He had conducted a 
prayer-meeting on the previous evening, 
and retired to rest apparently in his 
usual health. At seven o'clock in the 
morning his lifeless body was found on 
the floor of his bedroom, the spirit 
having departed about an hour previously. 
Thus closed, in his ninety-third year, 
the earthly career of one of the most re
markable .Christians of modern times. 
This little book of 277 pp. gives a 
succinct account of his early life, conver
sion to God, Christian ministry, with 
the rise and progress of the orphan 
homes at Ashley Down, Bristol, an<1 the 
closing of his useful life. The grand 
object Mr. Muller had in view in estab
lishing the " homes," is thus described 
in his own words : "I certainly did from 
my heart desire to be used by God to 
benefit the bodies of poor children 
bereaved of both parents, and seek. in 
other respects, with the help of God, to 
do them good for this life. I also par
ticularly longed to be used by God in 

getting the dear Orphans trained up in 
the fear of God ; but still the fast and 
primary object of the Institution was, 
and still is, that God might be magnified 
by the fact that the Orphans under my 
care were, and are, provided with all 
they need only by prayer and faith, 
without anvone being asked by me or 
my fellow-labourers, whereby it might 
be seen that God is FAITHFUL STILL and 
HEARS PRAYER s=." God granted his 
desire, and the '; Ashley Down Orphan 
Homes" remain as a testimony for God 
in this fceptical and materialistic age. 
We hope the book will have a wide 
circulation, and be used of God to 
strengthen the faith of His pJople. It 
is embellished with an excellent portrait 
of Mr. Muller, taken on his ninetieth 
birthday, a view of the homes, and two 
views of the funeral. 
" Does God Hear Prayer ? Anecdotes 

and Illustrations of Answers to 
Prayer." By J. Thomas. Same Pub
lishers and prices as above. 

"A Dream of Parad-ise." A poem by 
H. Thomson. London : Elliott Stock, 
62, Paternoster-row. Cloth, lettered, 
Three Shillings. 

MR. Thoms.on possesses a fair measure 
of poetic power, and has produced a poem 
of some considerable merit. We wish 
well to his venture, though wfl fear in 
this bustling age poetry is not much read. 



THE EAR'l'HEN VESSEL 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

~oob dff ribay anb (Easter 
~ctbiccs. 

commodation for 5:10, was opened in 
Tump-road. The structure is plain but 
substantial, and is built in the front of 
the school chapel, used hitherto for 

BEXLEY HEATH. divine worship, but now forming a good 
building for holding the Sunday-school 

On Easter Sunday and Monday was in connection with the causo. The 
celebrated the pastor's anniversary at premises (to which a large burying 
the Old Baptist Chapel. On Sunday ground is attached) are well adapted to 
two sermons were preached by the meet all the requirements of this 
pastor, Mr. E. W. Flegg. On Monday, vigorous and increasing cause of truth, 
i;he day being fine, many friends under the pastoral care of Mr. F. 
gathered from neighbouring ChurchP.s 0. Yates. The opening services com
to encourage the pastor and friends in menced at 2.45. The pastor occupied 
the good work at Bexley Heath. Our the pulpit, and preached an excellent 
genial brother, Mr. R. E. Sears, occu- and appropriate discourse from Ezek. 
pied the pulpit in the afternoon, and xl viii. 35 (last clause), "Jehovah 
preached a very interesting and instruc- Shammah." In the evening Mr. H. E.· 
tive sermon from Heb. i. 1-3. After Greenwood, of Halifax, iielivered a 
tea, a public meeting was held, presided sweet, savoury sermon, from Psa. xlvi. 
over by Mr. I. C. Johnson, of Graveeend. 4, 5. On both occasione the congrega
ln his opening remarks, the chairman tions were large, and the spirit of 
observed it was about fifty years since hearing was manifest by the close 
he bad been to Bexley Heath Chapel, attention paid to the preachers. Lovers 
when he supplied them, as he had done of a free-grace Gospel were present 
other Churches. He was pleased to be from Birmingham, Bilston, Gomal, Old 
with them to-night, though he had Hill, Rowley, Gradley, etc. The 
feared he might have been unable, ministers present included Messrs.John 
owing to feeble health. The pastor, in Booth (Bradford), Michenhall, and 
a spirited address. reviewed the work of Tiptaft (Birmingham)1 Adams (Crad
the past year. There had been many ley), and your humble scribe. Old
m">tters for prayer. and some cause for fashioned hymns, set to old-fashioned 
praise. Encouragin~ addresses were tunes, were heartily sung, till the 
then delivered by :1.lfessrs. R. E. Sears, new chapel rang again with praise 
J. 3'1cKee, C. West, J. E. Flegg, and to Jehovah. Jehovah-Shammah was 
A. H. Pounde. The chapel has been realised in these first services. Oh that 
considerably altered and greatly im- His consecrating presence may ever fill 
proved, and we hope th~re may be many the new Cave Adullam, that sinners may 
bright and happy days m store for the be saved, !)and saints edified and com
pastor an.i Church at Bexley Heath.- forted I Very liberal collections to-
A YrsrToR. wards the building were ta.ken on each 

BRADFIELD-ST.-GEORGE. occasion.-DAVID SMITH, Bilston. 
The services at our Mission Hall, FARNHAM. 

Hessett. on Easter Monday, were very Mr. Copeland preached here on Easter 
encouraging, and, we believe, a time of Monday. We had a good day. Mr. 
blessing from the presence of the Lord. Copeland was happy in the work, and 
Gatherings like these prove that the the friends greatly encouraged. Praise 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus has not lost the Lord. 
its power; and also that our great and FLEET, HAWTS, 
valuable First anniversary of the pastorate of 

NONCONFORMITY Mr. E. Medhurst, and third of formation 
is not losing hold of the minds of the of the Church, was held on Easter 
people. Between 80 and 90 were present Tuesday, when a good number from 
w tea. The addresses given at the neighbouring Churches came together. 
meeting in the evening, by our brethren Mr. 0 ldfield preached in the afternoon 
B Bowyer, W. Rumsey, G. F. Wall, and from" He brought me up also out of an 
Mr. Mayhew, were he~rd wi~h _profi:t. horrible pit," &o. (Psa. xi. 2). The dis
The services were held m a building m course was experimental and discrimi
:lfr. W. Eland's yard; the Mission Room nating. Tea was partaken of, and Mr. 
would not have held the people. The Oldfield again occupied the pulpit, and 
hearty thanks of the meeting was given preached from the third verse of the 
to our friende. Mr. and Mrd. W. Bland, same Psalm, "And He hath put a new 
for seeking to make us all welcome. song in my mouth," &c. After the 
The seed sown, we, in faith, expect to searching discourse of the afternoon 
rearJ.-W.D. this proved to be a liftin~ up time in 

BLACK HEATH, STAFFORDSHIRE. our midst, and truly we did realise the 
On Eister Tuesday, April 12th, a new Lord's gracious presence and blessing. 

commodious chapel, with sitting ac- · We have every reason to be thankful to 
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our Heavenly Father for llis many 
meroies bestowed upon us at Fleet. To 
God be all the praise. Colleotions over 
£7.-J. w. 

IPBWIOH (ZOAR). 
At our Good Friday services this year, 

Mr. W. Dixon, pastor of Bradfield-St.
George, ea.me and preached to us the 
Gospel of the grace of God, founding 
his remarks in the afternoon from Phil. 
iii. 10, and in the evening from Heb. i. 
1, 2. In the interval a public tea was 
provided, of which over 100 partook. A 
fair congregation was present in the 
afternoon. In the evening the chapel 
was nicely filled. We trust that those 
beloved friends who visited us, and 
those who regularly worship in our 
midst, felt the blessing of Him who 
ha.th, in these last days, spoken unto us 
by His Son. We have sometimes found 
the time between the tea and the evening 
service rather tedious, Our esteemed 
pastor, Mr. Ba.rdens, thought of some
thing new-a. ha.If-hour of prayer and 
praise. At this servioe, our aged and 
revered senior deacon, brother Sadd 
·(who has for sixty yea.re been plea.ding 
with God for Zion), brother Skeet (from 
Bethesda), a.nd brother Howe, led us in 
prayer. We believe that the Lord 
hearkened and heard, and granted to 
both preacher and hearers His blessing. 
-H. BALDWIN. 

OLD BRENTFORD, 
We held our 79th anniversary at 

N orth-roa,d on Easter Monday, when we 
were favoured with grand weather. The 
-chapel was well filled in the morning, 
the services of the da.y being opened by 
our pastor (Mr.R. Mutimer}a.nnouncing 
hymn. 361 (Gadsby's}, "How did my 
heart rejoice to hear." After which. our 
esteemed brother, Mr. E. Mitchell, of 
·Chadwell-street, delivered a. savoury 
discourse from the words, "Wherefore 
ha.at Thou afflicted Thy servant 1" 
(Numb. xi. 11), dividinir his text a.s 
follows :-(1) God does afflict His ser• 
vants, (2) The enquiry, (3) Some of the 
reasons why. He showed clearly that 
all through the ages God ha.d allowed 
a.ffl iction to fall on His servants, and 
th11,t not always the result of their own 
folly, .but always with a wise purpose, 
always in love, Affliction from God is 
always moderated; there is always per
fect sympathy between the Head and 
the members. It is to· quioken our 
souls, that we might oall on His name; 
to give us tongues, that we ma.y speak 
a word to those who need it in affliction; 
to purge and purify us, that we may be 
J)arta.kers of His holiness; to wean us 
from earth, that we may learn to glorify 
Him in the fite. Many felt it good to 
be there, and felt it to be a time of 
refreshing, A goodly number partook 
of dinner, and after a stroll the after
noon service commenced by singing 
hymn 359, 11 How charming is the 

place." Mr. John Box, of Soho, gave us 
"An arousing and an awakening word 
from heaven, calling our attention to 
facts in which we have a. deep concern" 
(Prov. xxii. 20, 21). Tea wa.s served in 
the large school-room, to which nearly 
300 friends sat down. The evening 
meeting was commenced by the hearty 
singing of the" Citizen's" hymn, 

"Glorious things or t.bee are spoken, 
Zion, City of our God;' 

to the tune II Benediction;" after which, 
we were favoured with a.n excellent 
sermon ,by Mr. W. Jeyes Styles, of 
Wandsworth, from the words, "Whose 
heart the Lord opened" (Acts xvi. HJ. 
(1) Theimporta.ntcircumstance, (:2) The 
practical results. The preacher spoke 
of the remarkable cha.in of providences 
which led up to the conversion of Lydia., 
and then la.id particular stress on the 
sovereignty of God in the opening of a. 
sinner's heart, which, by nature. is 
closed to God, a.nd all that is good. God 
and not ma.n opens hearts ; not like a 
trespasser, for He has right as well as 
might on His side. He has a right 
by creation, providence; a blood-right 
purchase a.nd redemption. He does not 
beg a.nd pray of the sinner to open and 
let Him in, as some would have us 
believe, but the set time being come. He 
opens and enters for evermore. The 
results a.re-willing service for the 
Master. Good works follow salvation, 
not precede it. The discourse was much 
appreciated by the large congregation, 
every seat being filled. A short time 
since it wa.s decided to renovate and 
thoroughly ventilate the chapel, ves
tries, and school-rooms, a.t a cost of 
over £120. A large undertaking for us. 
but the work ha.s been successfully 
carried out, with the result that this 
time-honoured sanctuary, wheTe for 
nearly fourscore yea.re the Gospel has 
been proclaimed, is made neat and clea.n, 
a.nd meet for the worship of God. The 
whole of the above a.mount (with the 
exception of a.bout £3) wa.s raised by 
our own people; so that, a.s the col
lections realised £ 12 13s. 2½d., we start 
with a clean sheet. Well lllight we 
sing (a.s we did) a.t the close of this red
letter da.y, "Praise God from whom a.II 
blessings 11.ow."-LITTLE FA.ITH. 

RYARSH, KENT, 
Special services were held here on 

Good Friday. Our brother, J, Juli, of 
Cambridge, a.gain visited us, a.nd wa.s 
helped to speak from Psa.. cvii. 7 in the 
afternoon, a.nd in the evening from 
Heb, xii. 2. All present were very 
pleased to meet our brother Jull again, 
a.nd man;,- found it good to be there. 
The services were well attended, and 
the friends very kindly helped us a.t the 
collections. We hope to be enabled still 
to praise the Lord for His continued 
goodness unto us, 
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SIDDAL, HALIFAX, 
Good Friday, 18!1~. was both a holiday 

and a holy daY: to the large number of 
friends who Journeyed lrom all the 
neighbouring oa.nses of truth to cele
brate the opening of the above p!ace of. 
worship. Mr. Harbour, of Brighton. 
preached morning and evening to excel
lent congregations. In the afternoon a 
fraternal meeting was held. Mr. H. E. 
Greenwood presided ; and addresses 
were delivered by Mr. McKee (Hollen
wood). Mr. Lewis (Manchester), pastors 
Snow · (Sla.thwa.ite), Booth (Brad~ord), 
and Mr Mills (Leeds). A free dmner 
and tea ~as provided. The collections 
a.mounted to £102.-D. SMITH. 

SOMERSHAM, SUFFOLK. 
Interesting and J)l'Ofitable services 

were held on Good Friday, April 8th. 
Mr. J. R. Debnam, of Horham, preached 
a Christ-exalting sermon in the after
noon. A good number of friends took 
tea.. A public meeting followed, P)'.e• 
sided over by our pastor. Brother Hill 
prayed. The chairman read Isa. xii., 
and gave a short address on Psa. cxv. 10, 
ma.king reference to the commencement 
of his eleventh year as pastor; and 
with grateful hearts we can say that 
our beloved pastor has been helped the 
past ten years to minister the word of 
life to 11B faithfully and lovingly. He 
earnestly urged the Church to value the 
means of grace, and to be more alive to 
her obligations. l!'iving as a motto, 
"Onward and· Upward." Addresses 
followed by brother J. Grimwood, on 
•· Sir we would see Jesus;" brother 
Gorham. "They all forsook Him aud 
fled : " brother Debnam, on " The suffer
in1rs· of Christ, a,nd the glory that 
followed." Mr. E. Gowing 1rave words 
of encouragement to seekers, Our 
pastor cheered us by tellin~ us of many 
kindfriendswhohad contributed to the 
fund for the piece of ground: bought as 
an addition to our small burial ground, 
and necessary repairs to our chapel, 
saying we shall be able to clean. the 
cha.pel well, and buy a. ?lew har'!lon1um, 
which ie needed, besides buymg the 
ground. One of the speakers said we 
had. and were, doing well ; he hoped we 
should keep on till we had benched the 
chapel out. These services were well 
attended and collections were good in 
aid of school fands. Services closed by 
singing. "Crown Him Lord of all."-A 
MEMBER. 

more came, with some of his members, 
to sla.dden us, preaching two sermons, 
which were not only enjoyed, but made 
of great blessing to many present. We 
do thank God, and take coul'a.ge. 

SUNDERLAND (JIREH, STOCICTON
ROAD). 

A tea. and public meeting were held 
Easter Monday to welcome Mr. Thomas 
House, as pastor. There was a good 
attendance at each meeting, the friends 
at Jireh, with their newly appointed 
minister, were greatly cheered at the 
Lord's goodness in inclining so many of 
His people to come together. Trnly the 
Lord graciously answered our prayere, 
and we a.re thankful to record the 
lovinirkindness of our covenant keep
ing God in thus blessing us. The 
brethren who spoke expressed their 
belief that the Lord had brought their 
pastor amongst them in a.newer to 
earnest pra.yer1 and the ministers testified 
to the fa.ithfruness of our gracious God ; 
they also manifested kindly feelings, 
both towards the friends and their 
minister. It was ta.ken as a harbinger 
of good to come thus to be favoured 
with the presenoe of so many Christian 
friends, and the Lord granting unto us 
such evident tokens of His favour to
wards us and His presence in so marked 
a manner. The singing was good, some 
would say grand. Prayer was offered by 
Mr. J. Pringle. Speakers were brethren 
Knill, Wilson, Birkbeck Chapman, 
Sharples, and Langham. Friends oame 
from Newcastle, Durham, Chester-le
street, West Hartlepool, and Fence
houses. 
THORNHILL EDGE (NEAR DEWSBURY). 

Easter Monday services held to reduce 
debt incurred by chapel alterations. Mr. 
Hugo Gruber (Manohester), preached to 
attentive congreiations. morning a~d 
evening. A pubho meetmg was held m 
the afternoon. Mr. H. E. Greenwood 
occupied the chair. Deacon John 
Brooke read the Church report. 
Excellent addresses followed, earnestly 
delivered by Messrs. Lyles (Dewsbury), 
Thomas Smith (Halifax), John Booth 
(Bradford), Lewis (Manchester), McKee 
(Hollingwood). Dinner and tea. provided 
free. Collections, .£2114s. l0d,-DAVID 
SMITH, Bilston, 

TOTTENHAM. 
At Ebenezer, Na pier-road, Philip-la.neJ 

on Ea.ster Sunda.y, April 10th, a.no 
Monday 11th, we had 

8T, ALBANS, A GOOD TIME, 
A very great and j!'ood meetin1r was The pastor, John!", Gibbens, p~ea.ch~d 

the one we had a.t Bethel on Ea.ster morning and evenmg ~nd pre~1ded m 
Monday. when many friends from Hill- the afternoon at a special service held 
street and Kilburn (London), Dun- for the young people. Short addresses 
stable. Luton, Watford, Gaddesden-row, were given by the pastor, brethren 

!!-nd tHa.rpte;t{:;. :iAuthe~ r:s s~!:t:: :a.~~~~·l¥.·c't~fv!:.s~f K~:PI~f1e~~: ;.id gr~;ing and in choice conversation preached in the.afternoon to one ?f ~te 
of old times 'and new experiences. Our I best clongregat10fn~ eJ8r ;9en l~iste~ 
dear friend, Mr. Philip Reynolds, once chape, many r1en s rom 
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Churches being preeent, eeveral coining 
from Keppel-street, which indicates the 
estimation in which our brother 
Chilvers is held by his own people. 
Friends from Ponder's End, Waltham 
Abbey, Walthamsto!!i Leyton, Hackney, 
Chadwell-street, whiteohapel, &c., 
came to cheer our hearts and share our 
joys. The Lord graciously helped our 
brother to speak from the words, " Be
cause I live, ye shall live also" (John 
xiv. 19). The word was with power, and 
to our edification and profit.. Tea was 
provided, and it was pleasing to see so 
many presen\every seat occupied, and 
with a good and of willing workers, 
all were soon satisfied. In the evening 
a .public meeting was held, our esteemed 
friend and brotlier George Savage pre• 
sided. Hymn, "Come let ue join our 
cheerful songs" was sung very heartily. 
Our Chairman read 2 . Tim. ii., and 
brother J. Othen, junr,, led ne in prayer. 
After another hymn, our Secretary, 
brother Creasy, read a statement he had 
prepared shewing our position, and the 
object of this meeting. Twelve months 
since things looked dark, nearly £7 was 
due to the Treasurer, but during the 
year nearly £40 had been pa.id out 
beyond . ordinary working expenses, 
which had been a drain upon us, yet it 
had been borne cheerfully, and it was 
evident from this report that the Lord 
had wonderfully sustained and helped 
us both spiritually and in our finances. 
After this report our chairman gave ns 
an edifying and encouraging word from 
2. Tim, ii. 15. Another hymn and 
brother J. Othen, senr., gave us a stirring 
a.nd encouraging word. Brother E. 
Gentle spoke to our profit on 1 Cor. xv. 
23. Brother Chilvers gave us a very 
suitable word and with much power, 
"Nothing impossible with God." 
Brother Hewitt followed, expressing 
sympathy for our brother Bartholomew, 
one of our deacons, who was absent from 
ns on account of the mortal remains of 
his father that day being committed to 
the grave. Brother Silvester gave us a 
nice word based· upon, "We love Him 
because He first loved us." The pastor 
closed with a word of gratitude to God 
and to the brethren and friends for the 
services, saying for himself, the 
deacons, church, and congregation, our 
sufficiency is of God, for daily life, for 
Christian service, and for the means to 
carry on His work. Our takings from 
all the services was nearly £10. Many 
of our friends from a distance had gone, 
but " Bleat be the tie" was sung and 
the pastor closed with prayer. So ended 
one of the best days at Philip-lane, 
Tottenham. To Him be the praise. 
WANDSWORTH COMMON (CHATHAM• 

ROAD), 

On Easter Sunday and Monday, 
services to commemorate the third 
anniversary of opening were held. 

During the three years that have passed 
the Word of God has been preached with 
blessings attending it, the Church has 
increased, the Sunday-school has grown 
and after the services here recorded 
only £100 debt on the building remains. 
On the Sunday morning1 Mr. J. H. Lynn 
preached from Ephes. v1. 14, and in the 
evening from the words, "For through 
Him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father." There were good 
congregations. On Monday afternoon 
the service opened with the hymn:-

" Come Thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace," 

Mr. G. W. Thomas read Heh. x. and 
preached a very instructive and power
ful sermon from the words1 " And there 
came fire out from before tne Lord and 
consumed upon the altar the burnt 
offering and the fat, which, when all the 
people saw, they shouted and fell on 
their faces." He applied these words to 
our bel.>ved Christ, showing how the 
fire of God's recognition and God's 
justice came down on Him as the sacri
fioe. He pointed out that God owned 
Him through angels at His birth, when 
the Spirit descended at His baptism, and 
ajl'ain in the glory of His transfigura
tion. Then the fire of God's wrath fell 
upon Him in Gethsemane and on 
Calvary, but anon the tomb is broken 
and heaven opens to receive the 
triumphant Lord into its light. Have 
we seen the Lord for ourselves and 
joined in the shout of admiration and 
joy? A bountiful tea was provided, 
and in the evening Mr. W. Kem, of 
Ipswich, was enabled to give a. very 
blessed discourse from the words, "They 
shall come with weeping and with 
supplications," &c. (Jer. mi. 9). He 
noticed (1) The decree, they shall come. 
The people here spoken of were God's 
chosen family, and it was the settled a.nd 
eternal will of God that they should be 
brought to Him. (2) The description of 
the-ir coming, with weeping, when the 
Holy Ghost convinces them of sin. a.nd 
with supplications for help, mercy, 
salvation, deliverance, pardon and free
dom. (3) The declaration, "I will cause 
them to walk," indicates pa.rticipation 
and enjoyment, and ,;rivers of water" 
show the abundance of God's grace and 
sa.lvation. 

11 When nil created streams are dry, 
Thy fulness is the s..'1.me." 

Wht.n thus "led" the child of God 
exclaim~, 

"If •neh the sweetness of the streams, 
What must tbe fountttin be!" 

(4) The d~finition, ·· l!'or I am a F!ither." 
God's dealings are t!:J.ose of ~ wise, un
erring Father, who 1s preparmg us for 
a home where 

"He cheers them with eternal smile. 
They sing Hosannas all the while." 

These profitable services concluded with 
the hymn: 



Tl-IE EARTHEN VESSEL 

"l\Iy God. the co,·enn.nt of Thv lo,·e 
Abides for cv·er sure,•· · ' 

and the doxology. Large congregations 
attended on the Monday, including 
many friends from other Churches who 
had come to encourage those working 
in this part of God's vineyard and 
whose prayer is that God ma.y 'bless 
the c:,a.use to the ingathering of many 
premons souls.-FRED. W. KEVAN, 

Woon GREEN. 
_Sl_)ecia.l services were held at Pa.rk 

R1dmgs Chapel. on Good Friday at 3 
o'clock, when pastor John ' Box 
preached acceptably from Isa. viii. 17 
•· I will wait upon the Lord. that hideth 
His face from the House of Ja.cob. and 
I will look for Him." The evening meet
ing. at which our esteemed brother 
Wakeli_n presided, proved a very profit
able time. After reading the 145th 
Psalm, brother G. Hill (deacon) sought 
the ;Lord's blessing. The chairman's 
opening remarks were of a etimula.ting 
character. hi~ principal point being the 
subject of "Light." Brother Box then 
<'.J.irected us to the 7th verse of the Psalm 
Just read. ·· They shall abundantly utter 
the memory of Thy great goodness. and 
shall sing of Thy righteousness." Brother 
R. E. Sears delivered a.n excellent 
Gospel address from the words '' The 
Son of Ma.n must be lifted up.1• Our 
brother's main points were "Christ 
must be lifted np," crucifixio:ri.. Lifted 
np on the earth, resurrection. Lifted 
up out of the earth, ascension " from 
the earth." Intercession, ab~ve the 
earth. Christ's command, throughout 
the earth. Brother Copeland based his 
remarks on Psa. xxii. ll. "Be not far 
from Me. for trouble is near, for there 
is none to help." Our brother defined 
the prophetic application of his text as 
well as the whole of this Paa.Im to our 
glorious Saviour. Also brother Othen 
spoke from the words of Divine Writ 
which form a most vital question 
"What think ye of Christ? " The meet'. 
ing concluded by prayer. God be thanked 
for another blessed opportunity.
P. J.C. 

chapel began to fill with smiling and 
happy faces, all being dressed in their 
Sunday best a.nd, although the ohapel 
is.ill-adapted for this kind of gathering 
yet seats were cleared out and table~ 
spread with the good things for feeding 
the body. After teahpreparations were 
sp!'ledily made for t e evening's enter
ta.mment. The Rpea.kers for the even
ing were, with Mr. Licence, who most 
ably presided. Mr. J. W. Ca.rter (of 
BroadRta.irs, Mr, C. Bloy (Birohington) 
and Mr. S. Miller (Ra.msga.te). ThJ 
meeting opened with singing "Blest be 
the tie that binds," and with heartfelt 
prayer by Mr. J.B. Wise, the first pastor 
of the Church. The speeches were of 
necessity very short, but most en
couraging and instructive. Recitations 
were given in a most surprisingly able 
manner by the following children
Har~ld Voysey, Bessie Colyer Gladys 
Gee~ml!',, Georg~ Colyer, Violet Howard, 
Rosie Wise, Edith Pettma.n. Artie Wise 
Emily Pea.roe, Alice Corbey, Ethef 
Douglas, and Alfred Newton these 
being interspersed with special hymns, 
and all evoked the greatest praise and 
credit must be gh,en to those who' pre
pared the children for it, Prizes to the 
number of 50 were given. and the yearly 
report read by Mr. R. Pettman, which 
showed an average attendance of 71 
being an increase of 21 on the previouJ 
year. The collection ea.used an agree-• 
able surprise, the secretary anno1mcing 
that the sum of £8 133. had been sub-· 
scribed, and to this is to be added the 
proceeds from the tea and donations. 
After singing in thankfulness "Praise 
God from Whom all blessings flow " the· 
benediction was given by the cha.i:ma.n, 
and with the hymn, "God be with you. 
till we meet again," the most happy 
and enjoyable anniversary was brought 
to a close. The school commenced with 
three scholars (one being a visitor) and 
now about 100 are on the books. The 
present chapel has become "too narrow,,. 
a place, and we hear a fresh site for a 
larger building has been procured, and 
all are hoping soon to see a noble struc
ture raised to God's honour and glory.
Keble'a Gazette. 

MARG'ATE.-On Sunday and Mon
day, March 6 and 7, the fourth anniver-
sary services of 11:IountEphraim Sunday- SUNDAY, MONDAY, AND TUESDAY. 
schools were held, and proved to be the AT KEPPEL STREET. 
most successful and encouraging of any 
that have taken place. The services on VERY happy and spiritual sea.sons 
S1;1-nda.y were conducted by Mr. A. were experienced in the services ocoa.
Licence (from Mr. E. Mitchell's Church sioned by the third anniversary of our 
Chadwell-street, London), who wa~ pastor, H. Tydeman Chilvers, On
called upon at the last moment, owing Lord's-day, March 20th, a goodly num• 
to the illness of Mr. H. D. Mobbs, of ber met at ten o'clock in the morning 
Southend. During the afternoon a most to seek the divine blessing, which was 
stirring address was given by , , the truly received. Our pastor preached 
friend" of the Church and children morning and evening. 
from the words, "Things not seen,; ON MONDAY 
(2 Cor. iv. 18J. On llfon_day busy hands we had an excellent gathering at the 
prepared tea for ~he ch1~dren, and ~ong I prayer-meeting, when truly the Spirit's 
before the appomted time the little power was felt and enjoyed as we be• 
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sought the Lord to continue HiB favours 
to us on the day following, and truly 
He heard and answered our requests. 

ON TUESDAY 
afternoon pastor O. S. Dolbey preached 
an experimental sermon to a ·good 
congregation from Duet. xxxiii. 14. 
Our brother F. J.'Catchpole presided at 
the evening meeting. Brother A. J. 
Voysey soull'ht the divine presence. 

Brother Wakelin, i,enior deaoon, gave 
a brief extempore report of· the past 
year's work, and the great blessing that 
had attended our pastor's labours, 22 
having joined the Church-16 by bap
tism and 6 by transfer from other 
ChurcheR. He also ma.de some very 
encouraging and stimulating remarks. 

Pastors Box, Humphreys, Jones 
Marsh, Reynolds, Thomas, White, and 
the pastor gave good Gospel addresses, 
oy which we were strengthened, 
edified, and enooura.ged. 

Thus these happy seasons passed 
a.way, but the savour of them remains 
with us. 

The collections ta.ken on Lord's-day 
for the· ea.use was £8. · 
. The ~reewill offerings on Tuesday, 

a.mounting to £25, were handed to our 
pastor. 

The ea.use at Keppel-street is still 
dear to our hearts. We can say, ''The 
Lord of Hosts .is with us." By His 
blessing all branches of service a.re 
flourishing. We a.re bound together 
in love a.ud unity, and a.re looking for 
great inga.therings of precious souls. 
We thank the Lord for all blessings, 
and do and will crown Him Lord of 
all. A. PICKERING. 

WHITECHAPEL (COMMERCIAL • 
STREET).-The 265th anniversary was 
celebrated on Tuesday, March 1:3. The 
afternoon service commenced by singing 
"Come, Thou Fount of every blessing/ 
and Mr. Mitchell delivered a searching 
discourse on the new birth. A goodly 
number took tea, followed by a public 
meeting, presided over by Mr. I. R. 
Wakelin, which commenced by singing 
"In songs of sublime adoration and 
praise." The Church secretary read the 
report, from which it was evident God's 
blessing had rested on the Church 
auring the past year. Several have 
been removed by death, among whom 
was brother Ja.mes Applegate, whose 
loss is most keenly felt by pastor, 
deacons, Church, and congregation. 
Appropriate remarks were made by the 
chairman, and brethren Marsh on the 
stability of the Church ; E. Mitchell, 
Rom. viii. 9; R. E. Sears, Rom. vii. 8 ; 
H. T. Chilvers, "Glorifythou Me;" and 
J. A. Othen, "The love of Christ con
straineth us." Eaoh speaker was listened 
to with interest and attention. After 
a few appropriate remarks by the pas
tor, we all joined in singing "All hail 

the power of Jesu's name." Thus ended 
a, very blessed meeting,-A. OTHEN. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. JOH:\" 
BOOTH, OF BRADFORD, 

YORKS. 
ON Saturday, April 9tb, recognition 
services in connection with the settle
ment of Mr. John Booth were held, the 
event bringinir together lovers of truth 
from Ba.cup, Bolton, Bury, Dewsbu-ry. 
Hollenwood, Hebden Bridge, Halifax. 
Heyland Common, Howarth, Godshaw
fold, Lockwood. Leeds, Oldham, Slaith
waite, Morley, Hull, &c. It is needle~s 
to say after this list of Churches repre
sented that all three services were 
crowded. 

Pastor R. Moxon (Bury) preached in 
the morning. 

In the afternoon, at which meeting 
Mr. H. E. Greenwood took the chair, 
deacon W. G. Hawkins related the 
circumstances which led the Church to 
give a call to our brother Booth to 
become their pastor, reasons having 
been given for his accepting the same. 
The charges to the pastor and Church 
were given by Messrs. Mo:x:on and 
McKee. 

The chair was ta.ken in the evening
by the new pastor, John Booth. and 
spiritual addresses were given by Messrs. 
John Smith and H. E. Greenwocd 
(Halifax), Healey (Bolton), Lewis and 
Brockes (Manchester), Lyles (Dews
bury). Briggs (Thurstowe). Thus con
cluded a memorable da-y in the annals 
of the Bradford Church. A collection 
taken in the afternoon realised £1,3. 

D. SMITH. 

STREAT HAM (PROVIDE::S-CE. 
HAMBRO-ROAD).-Special spring meet
ing was held on March 29th. Mr. 
Styles preached in the afternoon a. very 
solemn and discriminating sermon from 
the words, "God hath not appointed us 
to wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." It 
was a truly Scriptural discourse, and 
while the preacher was drawing the 
difference between those who were 
appointed to wrath and those appointed 
to salvation, we trembled and rejoiced. 
and hoped we bore the marks of those 
who, through grace, have "fled for 
refuge to the hope set before us in the 
Gospel." After the sermon about 60 s~t 
down totea,and then, at 6.30. the public 
meeting began, kindly presided over by 
our venerable brother, .Mr. I. C. 
Johnson, of Gravesend. O_ur wort.hy 
chairman gave a very mstruct1ve 
address on the second coming of our 
Lord, and good Gospel addresses were 
delivered by brethren Cor.:iwell, Sears, 
Dadswell and Jones, of New Cross. 
The weather was everything that could 
be desired, and the_ Lord put it in the 
hearts of some of His people to oome to 
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help us from Croydon, Wandsworth, 
Norwood, Battersea, Brixton. and else
where, for which we desire to thank the 
Lord, and the friends too. It was, on 
the whole, a good meeting. A vote of 
thanks to our good brother Johnson 
and all who helped us was given most 
heartily, and the singing of the 
doxology brought to a close another 
pleasant and happy meeting at Provi
dence. The collections amounted to 
£16. The Lord bath been mindful of 
us.--C. RUSSELL. 

DACRE-P ARK, LEE. - The pastor, 
Mr. John Hunt Lynn, held his fourth 
anniversary on Sunday, March 20, when 
special sermons were preached in the 
morning by the pastor and in the even
ing by 1,rother Steel!\ pastor of Spa
road. The congregations were mode
rately good, and collections amounted 
to £.~. The services were continued on 
Tuesday, and in the afternoon brother 
Copeland preached to a fairly good 
congregation. After tea. a. public 
meeting was held, presided over by I. C. 
Johnson, Esq., J.P., Gravesend. Ad
dresses were delivered by pastor C. Guy 
(Gravesend), Copeland. and pastor J. H. 
Lynn. The collections a.mounted to 
£3 lOs. Sd. 

BROTHERLY BREATHINGS AT 
BILSTON. 

THE members of the adult Bible-class 
attached to the Bethesda. Baptist Cha.pelf 
Broad-street, held their quarterly soci& 
tea. meeting on March 29th, 1898. A 
very pleae&nt evening was spent, during 
which presentations were made to the 
pastor and his wife (Mr. and Mrs. David 
Smith). which consisted of a. substantial, 
well-fitted travelling portmanteau and a. 
neat calf-leather satchel. 

Mr. Joseph Bassford, in affectionate 
terms, made the presentation, and 
Messrs. Perkins, Owen, and Aston spoke 
of the regard and esteem in which all 
held their pastor and his wife, who had 
so long and assiduously laboured for 
the welfare of all connected with Broad
street Chapel. 

Mr. tlmith replied by thanking those 
present for the gifts, which he said 
would be valued as another token of 
their continued love ang esteem towards 
Mrs. Smith and himself. - Bilston 
Herald, April 1st. 

KORTHAMPTON (PR0VIDENCE),
The annual tea and meeting in con
nection with our pastor's Thursday 
evening Bible-class were held on 
Thursday, January 6, 1898. A capital 
tea was provided at seven o'clock. to 
which about GS sat down. The tables 
were nicely adorned with plants, 
fluwers, &c. The subsequent meeting 
wa.s presided over by our beloved 
pastor, and the secretary in his report 

showed an average weekly attendance 
for the year of about 33. The class is 
supported by voluntary contributions to 
meet printing expenses, &c.1 and the 
treasurer's report l!lhowed a oalance in 
hand. Several sums have been given 
during the year from the funds to 
charitable institutions. The officers for 
the ensuing year were elected, and the 
programme for the present quarter was 
drawn up, the subjects chosen being 
" Some of the Parables and Miracles of 
our Lord." Several members present 
testified to the blessings received at our 
weekl__l'_ meetings for the study of God's 
pure Word, and encourall"ing addresses 
were given by several friends, ma.king 
the meeting a very interesting and 
instructive one. The meetings we have 
been favoured to hold during the past 
year have been truly profitable. and we 
are very thankful to God for His good
ness in following our beloved pastor's 
labours amongst our young friends in 
the past with His divine blessings, and 
trust He will more abundantly bless us 
in the future.-Yours sincerely, HARRY 
I. NEVILLE, Hon. Seo. 

M.A.S.B.C. NECESSITOUS MINIS-
TERS' AND WIDOWS' FUND. 

THIS fund was inaugurated at our 
annual meeting, and has for its object 
the helping of poor pastors who are 
disabled and their widows. Our friends 
have been very liberal, and by donations 
and subscriptions have given the fund a. 
good start; it now remains with our 
pastors and Churches to make the 
movement a. thorough success. 

Some dear brethren do not appear to 
understand that it was utterly impos
sible for the committee to fix upon any 
certain amount to be granted, until they 
had a certain amount of money in hand, 
and I am sure that the Churches in the 
Association can safely leave the matter 
in their hands. . 

Another idea. has entered the minds 
of some that, because they are enga.!led 
in business, as well as holding the office 
of pastor in our Churches, this will 
debar them from any participation in 
the fund, should they ever need it. 
This is not the case, for it is well 
known that the little some Churches 
pay their pastor barely suffices to pay 
their railway fare and other expenses, 
much less support a. man and his 
fa.mil1.. For my own pa.rt, I welcome 
the httle we have gained as a etep in 
the right direction, and trust we shall 
go on from this to great things. My 
own idea is, that should the fund pros• 
per, that we may be enabled to fix a 
certain sum, as an annual pension to 
all pastors on their attaining the age 
of Gi:i years, or sooner if disabled, as 
their riJht, and a certain sum annually 
to their widows while they remain 
widows, or until death, Should the 
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fund remain untouched for a/eriod 
of, say, four yea.re, there woul be a 
good reserve; but, of course, should 
any case arise before the expiration of 
that period1 the fund would be imme• 
diately a.va.1lable. 

Let me urge our associated Churches 
a.nd P.a.stors to take the matter up 
hea.rtll;r a.nd a.rra.nge for a.n a.nnua.l 
collect1on for this good object. Mean• 
while, any question that our Churches 
or friends ma.y desire to ask,· Mr. J. ,J. 
Fromow or myself will be plea.sed to 
a.newer, a.nd a.ny donations or subscrip
tions sent to us we will gladly acknow• 
led__ge. 

The need of such a fund ha.s been 
fully manifested in the past, a.nd I do 
hope that toward so laudable a.n object 
many may be inclined to contribute.
I am, yours in Him, 

GEORGE W. THOMAS, 
Bon. &cretary. 

The Manse, Grosveno!'-rd., Watford. 
April 6, 1898. 

GURNEY ROAD, STRATFORD, E. 
THE fourth anniversary of the pastorate 
of our beloved brother and pastor, Mr. 
Ebenezer Marsh, was held on April 3rd 
and 5th. 

The services commenced with a. well
a.ttended prayer meeting, on Saturday 
evening, at which a fervent spirit of 
prayer tor the Divine blessing on the 
coming meetings was surely realized. 

On Lord's-day morning, brother R. E. 
Sea.re preached from the words, " Of 
whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named" (Ephes. iii. 15). This 
testimony was well received, our 
brother being graciously helped. In the 
evening our pastor wa.s also much 
helped in delivering his messa.ge from 
the words recorded in Exodus xxi. 5, " I 
love my Master.'' 

Monday evening prayer meeting was 
a. sacred opportunity, and left a. sweet 
savour, such a.sour souls love to realize. 

On Tuesday afternoon, brother E. 
Mitchell delivered a. most remarkable 
discourse (which was indeed precious), 
his theme being the everlasting love of 
a. covenant God, in the provision for His 
saints. Tea. was served to a. goodly 
company. Brother W. Abbott, with his 
usual heartiness a.nd kindness, took the 
chair in the evening, read Psa. oxxxiii. 
a.nd called on brother Dean, of Wands
worth, to pray, after which <o.t the 
cha.irman·s request) brother J. H, Rider, 
read the following report :-

Dear Mr. Chairman and Christian friends, 
In reviewmg the past, we desire to 

recognise (in fellowship with you to
night), the goodness of God in the 
manifestation of His sustaining grace, 
accorded to us as a Church, and to our 
belO\·ed pastor as His servant. 

You will doubtless (as those desiring the 
prosperity of Zion) be•interestcd to know 
how t,ho work of the Lord is prospering 
here. 

We are not in a position to say that all we 
desire and pray for is beini,r granted, but 
we can say of a truth we have seen 
"His goings forth in t/ii., sanctuary'" in a 
variety of ways. 

When our pastor came amongst us four 
years ago, the Oh urch had just passed 
through a very severe trial, which proved 
a time of sifting, leaving the minds of 
many in a very unsettled state, concern
ing both the doctrines of grace and 
Church order. Since then, a faithful 
ministry and clearly defined and scrip
tu~al articles of faith and practise being 
stnctly adhered to has not been without 
the manifest blessing of the Lord. 

This has been seen in the confirming of 
His people in ,he faith, "once delivered 
to the saints," and in calling by His 
grace His redeemed to confess Him 
before men, 

We are encouraged by the fact, that 
during our pagtor's Jabonra amongst us,. 
90 have been added to the Church, 4~ 
from other Churches, and 42by baptism. 
11 have been removed to neighbouring 
Churches, while 6 have been removed by 
other causes, Our membership at the 
present time is 170. 

Our death roll, though not heavy in 
number for the four years. being only 
eight, records, however, the loss of three 
loved and valued deacons, viz., our 
brethren, James Morter, Ernest Gray and 
Matthew Cannings (the former being the 
founder of the cause). 

Heavy too is the loss of our dear brothe.
George Cutmore, whose interest in the 
young gave him a warm place in our 
hearts. 

The at~endance on the means of grace, 
espec1ally at the prayer meetings and 
Wednesday evening services, is a matter 
of encouragement, and if the indindual 
responsibihty as members of the body 
of Christ were realized alike by each, 
with the solemn obligation• pertainina 
thereto, we are sure tliere would be Jes; 
neglect than there is of these hi ah and 

. holy pri \.il~ge8. 0 

Financially we have much cause for thank
fulness .. We have been enabled joyinlly 
to maintain our pastor "'-ith his 
numerous family, and when any appeals 
for special help have been made, they 
have been liberally met. 

On taking the pastorate. a special elfort
was, made to remove the then remainina 
debt on the Chapel, which was about 
£150. There was also ili addition about 
.£50 due to the Treasurer on the general 
ac~oun~. for curr~nt expenses, but
pr1martly for repa.1rs. TL.is · was very 
speedily removed, 

In our annual letter to the Association 
,i balance due to the Treasurer will be· 
noticed. Four weekssineethisamounted 
to £~0. which was necessitated by repairs 
and alterations. This has now been met 
and a balance of about £10 in the hands 
of the Treasurer, which is now required 
for further repairs. 

Within the paet 'two years also a freehold 
site has been secured (within three 
minutes of the ehapel) for the tll"ection 
of n,ew Sunday School buildings at a 
cost of .£200._ ,This money has been raised, 
and we have-a balance rn h,ind of .£25 ,is 
a nucleus toward the actual buildings, 
the cost of which we autkip,ite will be 
about,£800. 

It mn,y· not be out oi pitil'e to mention 
whnt a pressing necessity this buildina 
is, when you remember, we htl.VL' th°e, 
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In rl!e•l school in our 1,elove:i denomina
tion (in London), hnYing over 400 
1·hildr('n to proYidC' nccmnmodn.tion for. 
Donht,less, many o[ onr friends only re
quire to he inform<'d of these fact,s, before 
1bey show their practical sympathy in 
,'oming to our help in this grand under
rnkinJ!. 

The soeiet-ies in connection with ns are in 
a, henlthv condition: our sisters conduct
ini;r t-he I'>oreas n.nrl l\ln.ternal Society are 
doini;r a good work. 

The meetinirs for the gathering of the 
,·onng men and women together for the 
~tud, of the Word a.nd prayer, being 
,,ondi.1cted by two of our Deacons, have 
been. and are a source of blessing. 

"Cheering Words" we localize and 
distribut,e in the neighbonrhood as 
tracts <not, returnn.ble). We depend for 
the maintainanee of this work on the 
<>enerositv of onr friends who become 
;uhgcribeN t,o our tract distribution 
fund: and for the efficient maintenance 
of this. we should welcome an addition 
to our subscribers' list. 

In conclusion. we deem it no small mercy 
to record. that we are at peace. Pastor 
nnd Deacons work in harmony in the 
Jn hour of the Lord. 

Two dear brethren h.axe during the past 
vear been added to the Deaconate. May 
the Lord long spare and bless them in 
His ~erYice. 

Thus in reviewing the past we cg,n truly 
sa.v. "The Lord of Hosts is with us. the 
Gcid of Jacob is our refuge." His truth is 
our shield and buckler. while His cun
r,inued mercies move and constrain us to 
oing again and again the old. old song. 
"Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow." 

After a few remarks from the chair
man on the encouraging nature of the 
report. he c11.lled npon 

Brother Chilvers as the first speaker, 
who struck a good key-note," 'Ne preach 
Christ. and Him crucified;" glowing 
with warmth, his soul poured out that 
which he evidently felt of the precious
ne•s of Christ. 

Brother Mitchell, on " LookiI!,g unto 
,T esus;· described the difference between 
fleshly convictions, and the work of the 
Holy Spirit unto salvation. 

Brother Bush dwelt on the omnipo
tence of a God-given faith, from the 
words, " If thon ea.net believe, all thinga 
a.rA possible,to him that believeth." 

Brother Sears exalted his Ma.ster, 
from the words, " So I prophesied as He 
commanded me," The work of the 
minister and the work of his Master 
were forcibly dwelt on. 

Brother Holden. whom we were all 
pleased to see amongst us after hie very 
severe illness, was very savoury on the 
words, " But Thon. 0 Lord, a.rt a shield 
for me, my glory and the lifter up of 
my head," 

Out of a full and a grateful heart the 
pastor acknowledged the goodness of 

· God and the kindness of his flock, and 
esoe0cia1ly so of the ma.ny friends, in 
other places, who had conveyed by post 
their kind wishes and gifts, and also the 
dear friends who had come to the meet
ings. He ha.d received in this wa.y a.bout 

,1118. The collections were over £1!1, 
ma.king a total of over :£37. All the 
services were well attended. The Lord 
grant that the coming year may be one 
of spiritual blessing above all that have 
gone before. •· What shall we render 
unto the Lord for a.11 His goodness ? We 
will take the cup of salvation, and call 
upon the name of the Lord I " 

J.H .• R. 

A GOOD DAY AT TOWNFIELD 
CHAPEL, CHESHAM. 

THE pastor's anniversary was held on 
April 12th, and with sinoere gratitude 
to God we can sa.y it was a good day. 

Our esteemed brother, Mr. J. Bush, 
was helped to preach with 11rofi.t and 
11lea.sure to the hearers from Pl!B,. l.x:x:iii. 
23, 2!. The congregation was a good 
one, and judging from remarks ma.de, 
a.nd the a.mount of the collection, the 
truths spoken by our brother had found 
their way into the hearts and pocketa of 
those who were assembled together. 

About 160 sat down to tea, .which was 
ably served by a good staff of lady 
helpers ; and we were gla.d to see so 
many of the young men and women 
ta.king an active pa.rt iu this portion of 
the service. 

The public meeting commenced at 
6 p.m., which was ably presided over 
by our brother, Mr. J. W. Banks. After 
the usual devotional services, and a few 
introductor:v remarks from the chair
man, he called upon the pastor, W. H. 
Evans, to address the meeting. The 
following is an epitome of his speech :-

My dear brot-her, I have first to thank 
you, and many friends gathered here 
to-day, for their presence, and accept 
the same as A-n expression of the good
will they entertain to m.-self as the 
Lord's servant, and the Church over 
which the Lord ha~ placed me as pastor. 

You will want l,o know a little of our 
historv during the year, and we can say 
truthfully it has been one of steady, but 
gradual progression. Our income bas 
been sufficient to meet all expenses. and 
carry forward a very small balance 
toward the present year. 'Phe chapel 
bas been renovated inside and out, and 
re-seated, the w bole of which bas been 
paid. There is a slight increase in the 
coni;rregation, and 15 h-ive been added 
to the Church. of which 11 have been 
baptized ; and at the present time we 
have three applicants for Church mem
bership. There is an increased spirit o[ 
union and intere,t in each other's welfare 
amongst the Church and congregation. 
and a grea•.er pleasure taken in the 
prosperity of the cause, 

This had been brought abont by God's 
blessing resting upon honest bard work, 
and the means employed, with a desire 
for God's glory and the good of others. 
'fhat means. was the Gospel. Personally 
he had a strong, some might call it a 
bigoted, faith in t,he Gospel, and in this 
he was sincere] y supported hy those 
amongst whom he laboured. They had 
no faith at ,ii] in bazaars, concerts, and 
soirees in connect.ion with the kingdom 
and Church of Christ, but they had in 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

the Gospel of His grnce: nnd most llrmly 
believed that in every branch and 
dcpa.rtment of the Lord's service, from 
the pulpit to the youngest cla.Rs in the 
Sundey-Hchool, this should he t,he chief 
aim a.nd object, to open up and explain 
the Gospel. . 

He felt bound to make mention of this, 
that during the year the Lord had helped 
him through 221 services, 379 pa.Rtoral 
visits. At nearly all of these the Wo~d 
of God was read, and prayer offered. In 
addition to these, his public services, he 
had held 84 meetings in his own honse 
with t,he young people who sat under 
his ministry. At very many of these 
meetings it could, indeed, be said the 
Lord was there. 

This had involved work-hard and con
stant-for mind and body : but the 
promise had been made good, "As thy 
day thy strength shall be." To God all 
the glory belonged, and to Him he 
sincerely desired it should be given. 

After singing, four excellent addresses 
were given. The first by our brother 
C. Burrows from Gal. ii. 20, " Who 
loved me, and gave Himself for me;" 
followed by our brother Thomas, of 
Watford, who spoke from Job xvii. 9, 
"The righteous shall hold on his way." 
The third speaker was our old friend, 
brother Wood, of Berkhampsted, who 
founded his remarks upon John xiii. 35, 
"By this shall all men know that ye 
are My disoiples, when ye have love one 
to another; " and our brother Bush 
closed with a telling address from 
Exod. xiv. 15," Speak unto the children 
of Israel that they go forward." 

All the speakers were greatly helped. 
The congregations at all the services 
were large, and the collections most 
liberal. . 

In conclusion, we say, may this 
meeting be for the good of this old 
cause of truth, for the knitting to
gethe! of the people, the encouragement 
of the J)&Stor, and the glory of God. 

FROM ONE WHO REGULARLY 
WORSHIPS THERE. 

Our Australian Column. 
PORT ADELAIDE, 

IN a letter from Port Adelaide, dated 
February 23, 1898, brother J. W, Bamber 
says :-" Our beloved brother, J. Mote, 
has arrived safe and is in health; he 
iR now in Sydney. Having visited 
Melbourne, he goes to Brisbane to see 
our brother Kingsford. I am thankful 
he is thus able to visit our Churches. 
Photo and sketch shall be sent on as re
quested. We are grateful to the Lord for 
His goodness in o~r home, Churo~, and 
outside work; He i~ pleased to ~ive ~s 
to know He is ownmg and blessing His 
own Word. I often think of you all in 
dear old England. I frequently meet 
with those who, like myself, have been 
in Australia a long time,-look for the 
E.V.G,H. for news of the Churche~, aJ!d 
throu,,.h its pages hold sweet fellowship 
with ~ur kindred in Christ." 

SYDNEY.-March H, 1898, 
Brother Beede! sends hearty thanks 

for three large bundles of E.V.G.H, 
brought out by brothP.r Mote; he is 
visiting the asylums with me (over 
2,400 inmates); they accept the maga
zines eagerly. The Lord is blessing 
these means; to Him be all the praise. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE annual meeting of the Society on 
May 9th promises to be a specially 
interesting gathering. Full particulars 
will be found on the advertisement page. 
Tickets can be obtained on application 
at the office. On Thursday evening, 
May 26th, the Rev. J. Ormiston, of 
Bristol, will preach at 7 .30 in the 
Church of St. Mary Aldermary, Queen 
Victoria-street, City, in aid of the 
Society. .... .. 

Mr. E. Ash has again kindly given 
one of his beautifully illustrated 
lectures at the Homsey Rise Asylum. 
The inmates were entertained at tea by 
the lady visitors prior to the lecture 
and were encouraged to know that 
H.R.H. the Princess of Wales had 
graciously presented tea and other 
articles for use at the Asylum. .... 

* The oldest of the Society pensioners 
entered upon her hundredth year in 
January, and except that she suffers 
from deafness, she is in the full posses
sion of her facnJties, and was able to 
enjoy a short walk on the afternoon of 
her birthday. In commemoration of 
this interesting event the committee 
placed their aged friend upon the Ten 
Guinea Pension. ... 

E. E. S., a pensio;er. aged 86, writes : 
-"Justa line to thank you for all the 
kindness I have received during the 
past year; but for that I should have 
wanted bread, as my sewing days have 
passed away. Weak as I am in body. 
and growing weaker continually, I can 
still trust in a covenant-keeping God. 
Here I raise another Ebenezer and in
scribe upon it, "Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped me." 

A CHAPEL BURNT DOWN. 
"The Jietrvpolitan Taberna,•le com

pletely destroyed in one hour." This 
short sentence caught the eye, and 
staggered the minds of many thousands, 
as they looked at their newspaper on 
Thursday morning, April :?I. A con
temporary says : * * 

"The world-fanious )Ietropolitan 
Tabernacle was entirely destroyed by 
fire yesterday at noon. Only the 
blackened walls and portico, with its 
six familiar pillar@, remain. An over
heated flue is held responsible for the 
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disaster. Passers-by in Newington Butta 
at about 12.30 notioed smoli:e ooming 
from one of the upper windows ; a 
minute later sparks were seen, and the 
alarm was given. In five minutes more 
the building was a mass. of flames. At 
one o'clock the roof fell in with a 
tremendous crash, and by half-past one 
the interior ruin was complete," 

• • • We deeply sympathise with the 
family, who feel this to be a calamity 
indeed. 

#arriages. 
DEATH-WHITE.-At Providence, High

bmT-place, on Tuesday. April 5, 1898, by Mr. 
P. Reynolds.,_ pastor, Edith :Ellen. eldest 
danj!'hter of mr. and Mrs. Henry White, to 
William. eldest son of Mr. J. Death, of 
Bildeston. Suffolk. The · bride received 
numerons presents ,from those who hiiz:hlv . 
esteemed her. The officers of .the Sunday
ecbool. and the scholars of her class, sent 
sonvenirs of "lm·e and affection," The 
chapel was full of friends on the occasion, 
who did not fail w show their esteem for the 
bride and bridegroom.-JOHN. 

. LITTLETON._ PICKERING.-At Keppel
.,;treet Chapel, Bloomsbury, on Saturday, 
March 12. Laura Emilv da.uirhter. of Mr. 
and Hrs. Pickering, to William Littleton,son 
of Mr. Littleton, · Baptist minister, Crow
borongh. Sussex. The father of the bride
groom officiated. assisted hy pastor H, T. 
Chilvers. A large company assembled to 
witness the ceremony. For several years 
the bridegroom bas officiated at the organ, 
,and the bride a teacher in the Sunday
school. On the Monday evening Pl'.evions 
to the wedding a beantifnl silvel'. crnet stand 
was presented to tbeIQ by pastor H,-·T. 
Chilvers on behalf of many friends. Mr. I. 
R. Wakelin and Mr. West gave brief and 
pithy addresses. May the Lord bless the 
happy pair, is the earp.est wish. of the 
writer. 

PEET-GORE.-On ·Tuesday, April .19, at· 
·zion, Trowbridge, by Mr. C. Hem1ngton, of 
De'rizes. Sarah, daughter of Mr. Gore', of 
Sil,er-street, Trowbridge, and one of the 
oldest members of Zion, to Mr. Alfred Peet, 
pastor of the Church worshipping at.Zion. 
Mr. and Miss Applegate and others were 
early in attendance to assist in preparing for 
the interesting ceremony. 

RIDEI\'TON - LICENCE. - On Thnrsda.y, 
-April 7, 1898. at Providence, Clapham Junc
tion. by pastor .R. E. SeaPs, Rebecca. Char
lotte. daughter of :Mr. and Mr•.•A. Licence.of 
Chadwell-street, to \Yilliam Walter Ridens 
ton. amid a larJ!'e circle of friends. 

WATFORD.-'.MARBIAGE OF·MISSTHOIIIAS. 
-At the Tabernacle. Derliy-road, on Thµrs• · 
-day.April 14th, the marriage was celebratl'd 
of Mis• E. H. Thomas, only daughter of 
pastor G."-· Thomas, with Mr. E. J. Castle, 
St. Albans-road. son of Mr .. Castle, of Seven- ' 
oaks. The bride and her parents being well 
known and highly respected. the ebapel was 
crowded. The ceremony was perfo1·med by 
Mr- John Box (Soh9J, who W!l.8 assisted by 
Mr. White <Woolwi'cli). The bride, given 
away by her father, was attired in white 
with wreath ot orange b!OS\IOms. The 
hymns, .. The Voice that breathed o'er 
Eden" and ·• O Love divine and golden," 
were rendered during the -servjce, at the 
conclusion -of which the or11aniet, Mr. 
Shirley, played Mendeissohn's "·:Wedding 

March." The wedding breakfast was keld 
in the schoolroom. The presents, which 
were of a. varied and useful character, 
included a br,,akfast service from the mem
bers of the bride's Bible-class and a gift 
from the tenchers of the Snnday-scbool. 

8ont ~omt. 
AMELIA HARDING. - The Church at 

Prestwood. Bucks., bas sustained another 
loss in the death of Amelia Hardlng,aged 77, 
who has been a member at Zion more than 
thirty years. _She will be grAa.tly missed, 
being a. regular attendant· upon the means 
of grace, especially· the week-night prayer
meeting. The dea.r Lord greatly favoured 
her before her departure, and she exclaimed. 
"Oh to be with Him, and that for ever." 
The body was committed to the grave on 
Lord's-day, March 27, after service in Zion. 
'The heavy snowstorm prevented many 
from being present, though a. good number 
assembled together. In the evening a. sermon 
was preached from Rev; vii. 13, 14; ·The 
write.~, wit-h othets, found it good to be 
there.-A. H. BROOKS,'sen., Belper, Foot's 
Cray. · · . 

MRS. HARfilET ARBON, died March. 1st. 
1898, aged 79. , For 48 years an honourable 
member of the Church at Mendlesha.m 
Green. She was a quiet, humble Christian, 
one that loved the boµse of God and was 
very regula.r'ln hera.ttenda.nce a..s lohga.s she 
was able. Her end was pea.ce.-H. T. H. 

MR. JOHN. RUSHBROQK' died November 
8th, 1897, aged 79 years. He was for many 
years an honourable.member of the Church 
at·Mendlesham Green, Suffolk,-H. T. H. 

'.MRS. RUTTER, eldest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Crispin, of "Sha.lomtHa.ckney,-entered 
into the rest which remains for the children 
of God at the early age of 32. She was 
brought to love the Lord in .the. '',young 
morning of her . · days." She wns one 
·of Mr. Hart's '·little talkers, but humble 
walkers." We knew dern:a.se.d from' her 
childhood, and can., cheerfully testify to 
her .being the .. subject ·of pll<l'eQtal care, 
.brought up 'in the nurture -and admoni
tion of. the Word of God.· We deeply sym
pathise with the bereaved hnsba.na, whose 
lo~s cannot be expressed by words. ' Inter
ment took.place at Manor Park, April 18, by 
Mr. Holden. · Although in the cemetery at 
the same time. were sorry (through having 
to attend another. fnneral) not ·to b.e able to 
weep with them in their sorrow. They have 
the best wishes of-" JOHN." 

MARY ANN DpNOV,AN, the eldest niece of 
Mr. Donovan, of Notting Hill, pa.•sed a.way 
to her eteooal home Ma.reh 12th, 1898. The 
Lord called her by grace. in ,early life, She 
was. a member .of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
under the pastorate of. Mr. Dolbey, whose 
IQ0inistry in the Lord's hands was ma.de a 
great blessing to her; also .bis' vioit to her a. 
few days before she died was a great com
fort to her. · She said she could meet death 
now without a tear. I saw he~ two days 
before she departed, when she said, "I am 
pn the Rock." Nearly her last Wol'd's were, 
"No ·condemuation;,, '· Extol Him;'' 0 Praise 
Him.'' The deponcd ·was ltnowri by-many 
;n·the Church at· Lillie-road, Fulham. May 
the: Lord s_upport her dear •ist(lrs, brot)ler, 
/l,Ud rela,t1vea under their. •bea.vy . loes, 
knowing their dear one· is for ever with the 
Lord. " · · . · · 
"Oh, call it not death, it is li1'e'begll'n, 

For the waters are passed; the home is 
won/' ' 

-G. W. PETEll.S, 



PASTOR FRANK FELLS. 

(See page 164.) 

jin'fS ~ominion ~roken. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

"For sin shall not have dominion over you; for ye are not under the la.w, but 
under gra.ce."-Rom. vi. H. 

· LEGAL minded men charge the doctrine of salvation by grace with 
producing licentiousness. This only proves how greatly they " err, 

not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God." It is grace alone 
that breaks the dominion of sin, and gives true liberty to the soul ; 
while those who are toiling at the law are ever slaves to sin. Sinai ever 
genders to bondage ; " the strength of sin is the law," and without 
deliverance from the law there can be no freedom from sin. This ~;rand 
and inspiring truth, that grace gives liberty, the apostle iE workir1g out 

VoL. LIV. Ju1rn, 1898, M 
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in the connection of our text. The child of God is conscious that sin 
is his worst enemy, the greatest plague of his life; how welcome to him 
in his conflicts therewith is this heart-cheering assurance that his dreaded 
and abhorred foe shall never be able to obtain the dominion over him 
again ! The word '' dominion " means to exercise a lordship over one. 
Sin may and will struggle in the believer for the mastery ; it may and 
does often obtain an advantage in the struggle, and inflict wounds ; but 
its dominion is broken, i,o that it shall never again reign in his heart, 
as once it did, though it does at times tyrannise, and bring into a 
"Tetcbed captivity (Rom. vii. 23). 

" Lau- " and "grace " represent the two methods under which God 
deals with men, the old and the new covenants, elsewhere called "letter" 
and "spirit;" "the ministration of death," and '' the ministration of 
the spirit;" "the ministration of condemnation," and "the ministration 
of righteousness ; "• "the law of the spirit of life," and the law of sin 
and death." t The LA w is the covenant under which Adam was originally 
placed, and under which men are born and continue except they are 
deli,ered by the Lord Jesus Christ. The precepts of the law can be 
reduced to one word, love. " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind ; "' and, 
" Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." . These J;wo precepts 
comprise the substance of that which God requires in His law. There 
are, however, solemn sanctions attending the precepts; death is 
denounced upon any and every transgression : " Cursed is every 1one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law 
to do them." Through Adam's disobedience all men have come under 
the condemnation of the law. It knows nothing of mercy, but claims 
its just due, and curses all who are under its jurisdiction. " As many 
as are of the works of the law are under the curse." The most earnest 
endea,ours of the most devoted men who are under the law leave them 
exposed to its awful curse, as it can receive nothing but perfection, 
which none is able to render. 

GRACE here intends the Gospel, which reveals God's method of 
saving law-wrecked sinners, set forth at large by the apostle from chap. 
iii. 21, to close of chap v. This in its principle is exactly the 
opposite of law. It is free favour to the guilty, whom it pardons 
through the blood of Christ, and justifies by the imputation of His 
righteousness. Works are not at all reg&.rded ; it makes no exceptions, 
but is exactly adapted to the need of the guiltiest of men. Both prin
ciples-law and grace-are exemplified in the closing verse of the 
chapter~" The wages of sin is death," there is the law, work and wages, 
condemnation for sin ; "but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord," here we have grace, rich grace, abounding over 
all our sins, and freely bestowing eternal life on hell-deserving sinners. 
Though law and grace are thus diametrically opposite to each other, 
grace is yet exercised in perfect harmony with the law. The claims of 
the law cannot righteously be ignored. "The law is holy, and the com
mandment holy, and just, and good." It is not made void by grace, 
but rather established ; the rectitude of its claim is admitted, its every 
precept magnified, and its penalty honoured in the spotless life and 
atoning death of our Lord Jesus Christ. He has "magnified the law, 

* 2 Cor. iii. 6-9. t Rom. viii. 2. 
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and made it honourable," and strict justice agrees with mercy in the 
salvation of sinners by grace. 

The happy position q( believers is set forth here : they are " not under 
the law, but under grace." It is impossible to exaggerate the importance 
-of this statement, or to ever-estimate the happy state herein described. 
" Not under the law," not amenable to its jurisdiction ; " dead to the 
law,"• "delivered from Lhe law ; "• no longer scorched by its fiery curses, 
nor terrified by its lash upon their conscience ; for ever freed from 
striving to make bricks without straw. "But under grace," forgiven, 
"accepted in the Beloved," ruled by love, a son and not a mere slave, 
·serving God "in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter." 
Dealt with in all things according to grace, with '' all things working 
together for their good," happy indeed is the lot of favoured believers in 
the Lord ,Jesus Christ. 

This is a matter of living experience, and must not be taken for 
,granted without scriptural proof. As all are by nature under law there 
must be a bringing out from under it. Paul gives his own experience 
in the following chapter. He says, "I was alive without the law once ; 
but when the commandment came sin revived and I died." And in 
·Gal. ii. 19, "For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might 
live unto God." Law-death is necessary for Gospel life. In Rom. vii. 
1-4, this is illustrated by the figure of the marriage bond. The law is 
our first husband, to which by nature we are wedded ; nor can aught but 
death sever the tie. This death is brought to pass by the law being 
applied to the conscience by the Holy Ghost. Then "the command
ment, which was ordained to life, is found to be unto death." The soul 
is convicted and condemned, and its hopes from the law are slain; it sees 
and feels that the law can do nothing else but curse a sinner. This 
makes room to receive the second husband, even the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
being dead to the law, the soul is united to Christ, and through Him 
delivered from the law, and introduced into a grace standing, and then 
begins " to bring forth fruit unto God." . 

This death by and to the law is a matter of deep importance. We do 
not set up a standard as to the manner in which it is brought about, or 
the length of time a soul must be under the law, or the amount of pain 
they must suffer. No two experiences exactly resemble each other. 
God's works are all originals. But this we insist on, there must be a 
death by and to the law. Deaths differ much in nttture; the differences 
are as great in grace. Some die suddenly, some after a long, lingering 
illness ; in some cases death is attended by excruciating agonies, in other 
cases there is but little pain : but death is death wherever it takes 
place, and as really death in the case of the smaller sufferer as the greater. 
It is similar in grace. Some are cut down at a stroke, like the Philippian 
gaoler, others linger on for months and years, toiling to please their 
husband, the law, though they receive nothing in return for their best 
efforts but cuffs and curses. But sooner or later, with more or less pain, 
God's people die by and to the law ; they are soundly and thoroughly 
beaten off from all legal hope, and by preciouf faith, nuder the Spirit's 
teaching, embrace the Lord Jesus Christ, and are united to Him; this 
brings them from under the law, and gives them a standing in grace. 

Our standing may be tested b,IJ the frame of our heart. The work of 

• Rom. vii. 4 -6. 
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the Spirit of grace in the heart forms a gracious disposition. Melted 
by the firr of the Gospel, the soul is run into another mould, and takes 
a new shape. The man who is under the law is legal in his spirit. He 
may talk of faith in Christ, but he has never known what it is to receive 
Christ as his "all in all." The eye of his soul has a squint, and ever 
looks to something of his own performing. He either looks to Christ to 
make up his deficiencies, or seeks to supply or add his own repentings, 
amendment, religious exercises, or moral doings to the work of Christ. 
This is a ,ain endeavonr to unite law and grace, repudiated by God, 
who will not allow so much as a finger of the creature to be laid as an 
addition, on the work of His Son. The true believer in Christ sees plainly 
that all his own doings are but as filthy ra,,,<YS, and renouncing everything 
else he relies alone and entirely on Him, who is '' made of God unto him 
wisdom, and righteousness, and santification, and redemption." His 
heart and spirit are moulded by grace, and to grace he looks, in grace he 
hopes, and from grace he expects every blessing. Reader, where art 
thou? under law, or under grace? 

The assurance qf our text is very precious. "Sin shall not have 
dominion over you." It may rage, strike your comforts dead, and 
threaten your destruction, but it shall never be your lord again, for 
" the Son has made you free." The guilt of sin has been expiated, and 
its being is doomed. Tried and tempted believer, drink this cup of 
cordial your Lord presents you here. This promise affords a solid 
ground to expect aid fi"om God. He is well acquainted with our weakness, 
and knows the power of sin. " He will not suffer us to be tempted above 
that we are able ; but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that we may be able to bear it." Let us sue out this promise in 
prayer. God loves to be reminded of His word. His promises afford 
us hand-holds. Let us hold Him to His engagements. This word 
should put new life into our souls in our conflict with sin. We have the 
assurance of victory; let us then wrestle with our foe. " Resist the devil. 
and he will flee from you." Faint-heartedmiss is folly. Dismiss fear, 
and march boldly onward ; for " if God be for us, who can be against 
us?" "Sin shall not have dominion over you." 

" Hell and thy sins resist thy course, 
But hell and sin are vanquished foes: 

Thy Jesus nailed them to His cross, 
And sang the triumph when He rose." 

OCR PORTRAIT GALLERY.-No. VI. 
PASTOR FRANK FELLS, MARTYRS' MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH, 

BECCLES, SUFFOLK. 

DEAR CHRISTIAN BROTHER,-1 feel it to be a very solemn and sacred 
matter to write a short sketch of one's life. At your request, how

ever, I will attempt to do so, cra~ng Divine help, and guidance, so that 
experiences may be recorded, which shall most benefit those who read, 
and afford matter for reflection, and meditation to the spiritually dis
cerning, who are able to see, couched in the language, the working of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Being born in the town of Hitchin, on August !Jth, 18G6, it is my 
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delight to look back and remember that the Lord began to deal with me 
at a very early age. I could not have been more than eight years old 
when spiritual impressions were first made upon me. It devolved upon 
me at my mother's request, who was an invalid, to read hymns to her. 
On one occasion I distinctly remember she requested me to read, 

" A few more years shall roll, 
A few more seasons oome, 

And I shall be with those that rest 
Asleep within the tomb." 

These words made a very deep impression upon me, which, of course, at 
that time I did not understand. 

About a year later my mother died, and this was the occasion of 
deeper anxiety about my soul. If death should come to me, where should 
I go to ? Where should I spend my eternity ? These questions were 
real to me then. It was my privilege to attend the Sunday-school, and I 
praise my Lord for what He did for me through its instrumentality. 
This was at Bethel Chapel, Hitchin. The Lord was pleased to lead me 
yet deeper into the knowledge of my sinnership. I well remember Mr. 
Barringer, of Cranleigh, coming to address the school. Before he con
cluded bis remarks, he asked us to remember a text, and repeat it to 
him when he came again; it was, "The wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all the nations that forget God " (Psa. ix. 17). This was intended 
by the Lord for me, and its application to my conscience by the Holy 
Ghost, made me feel my utter hopelessness and ruin. My heart sank, 
fearing the future ; not a gleam of light, nor a ray of hope did I see, 
or expect, although I believe, now, I was secretly upheld by the Almighty 
power of God. How kind and gracious the Lord is. In His own time 
it pleased Him, , 

"To raise me up to a HOPE in the mercy of God." 

And it was on this wise-My soul was burdened with the guilt of sin; 
yet, I was afraid I did not feel sin deeply enough. I was troubled because 
I was not as I thought sufficiently troubled; I prayed because I could 
not pray; I repented because I could not repent. Ah, 'twas a solemn 
experience, I stood guilty before God. It was, however, laid upon my 
mind to make SPECIAL PRAYER all through one week, that on the next 
Sunday morning I might receive the blessing I so much needed. Mr. 
Edward Smith, of Burwash, was engaged to preach on that part.iculnr 
day. He was blind, but he 

"Could see and tell of things invisible to mortal sight."-Milton. 

The Sunday morning arrived, and I wended my way to Chapel ex
pecting something in answer to my prayers. There was nothing in the 
first part of the service which met my case ; but, when the blind 
minister stood up and recited his text, it was just what I wanted. The 
words were, " I waited patiently for the Lord, and He inclined unto me, 
and heard my cry" (Psa. xl. 1 ). Hope burst forth, and I was saved from 
black despair. This encouraged me to look for even greater ~hings thi~ 
these. Now I had not as yet clear views of the plan of salvation .. I still 
thought there was something for me to perform ere I could experience 

GOSPEL LIBERTY. 

It is wonderful how the Lord shewed me that 
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SALYATION IS ALL OF GRACE. 

One Sunday morning we were singing Toplady's hymn, "Rock of 
Ages," and when we came to the second verse, the first two lines, 

" Not the la.hour of my ha.nds, 
Ca.n fulfil Thy la.ws demands," 

scattered my legal workings, and I could then see plainly, that salvation 
must be by another. 

About· a month after this, it was my privilege to attend Southill 
anniversary. The late Mr. A. B. Taylor, of Manchester, was the after
noon preacher. He took for his text, "But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith was counted 
for righteousness" (Rom. iv. 5). This was a very precious season to me, 
and in the doctrine of salvation by grace I was then confirmed by the 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. Though my mind was now being 
educated in the truth of God, yet I longed for something still more 
decisive concerning my own personal salvation. How I prized the 
means of grace. I was all on the alert for more light, love, and liberty. 
Others could speak of experiences I knew nothing of. I was especially· 
wrought upon by hearing solemn sermons. Nevertheless, I went for 
some time ere my soul was set at liberty under the Gospel. Easter 
Sunday e,ening, 1886, is a never-to-be-forgotten period in my history. 
I went to Gower-street Chapel, London, to hear Mr. Hazlerigg, of 
Leicester; his text was," In that day there shall be a fountain opened 
to the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and 
for uncleanness" (Zech. xiii. 1 ). The preacher depicted a poor sinner 
of the first magnitude, and said, "Now when you feel this, you will 
thank God for the fountain;" and there was I, in the fountain, and 
washed clean. Liberty was granted, and nothing more appropriate 
could close that service, than, 

" There is a. fountain filled with blood, 
Dra.wn from Imma.nuel's veins; 

And sinners plunged beneath tha.t :flood, 
Lose a.ll their guilty stains." 

The subject of believer's baptism was now impressed upon my mind. 
In God's protidence I removed to Winchester, and in September, 1887, 
was baptized by Mr. Smith, whose ministry I much enjoyed. 

I now had an abiding and increasing desire to declare to others the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. In a short time the way opened for this, and 
the Spirit graciom;ly enlarged my heart, and blessed the Word. 
Things went on evenly for some length of time. But affliction, 
bereavement, and sorrow overtook me, and rebellion, murmur
ing, together with a deeper discovery of my proneness to forget the God 
I loved, ensued. But I found it hard for me to kick against the pricks. 
My heart was overwhelmed within me, and poverty of soul was my lot. 
What bitter hours were then my portion ; yea, the enemy came in like a 
flood; the Word of God made me tremble indeed. But this was all to make 
me feel more than ever my deep need of Divine upholding. All through 
this painful period I still had the desire to preach the unsearchable ricJies 
of Christ. The time came when the Lord turned my captivity as streams 
in the desert; then could I say with the Psalmist, " The Lord hath done 
great things for me, whereof I am glad." The Lord directed my steps 
to-Hartley-row, Rants, in which place I witnessed for the Lord Jesus, 
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until the call came for me to mini11ter to the Church at Beccles. This 
was the Lord's doing, I had no hand in it. There are evident signs in 
our midst of the Divine approval, and God is moving among the people. 
I feel my need of Divine assistance to discharge the duties of the 
pastorate. There are many friends rallying round us, and our prayer is, 
that we may have grace given us to press on, and to be found faithful 

•~Until the daybreak and the shadows flee away." 

Beccles, Suffolk. 
Yours in the Gospel, FRANK FELLS. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

WONDERFUL LOVE, 

"THY love to me was wonderful," said David, when he was lamenting 
his beloved Jonathan's early death. And so it was a wonderful 

love which Jonathan entertained for his friend. Himself, the king's 
" son and heir," according to the natural order of things, he knew that 
God had designed the crown and throne for David, and yet without a 
tinge of jealousy or envy,.he '.' loved him as his own soul," protected, 
honoured and comforted him, and was faithful to him to the end. Not 
often do we find a love like this, and we cannot help wondering when 
we do. 

And history has recorded another. instance of wond(lrful love in the 
case of Damon and Pythias, in Sicily, more than two· thousand years 
ago. Pythias having been condemned to death by the tyrant Dionysius, 
tbe Elder, requested leave to return home to settle his affairs, and his 
friend Damon stood surety for him. Unavoidably delayed, his utmost 
haste prevented his arrival in Syracuse before his friend was led out to 
be executed, but narrow as was the escape of Damon, Pythias was just 
in time to save him. So strong, however, was the contest of affection 
between them, each wishing to save the other's life at the expense of bis 
own, that the king was moved not only to spare them both, but to make 
them his friends and counsellors. 

And then we have heard how n. mother has taken off her own mantle 
on a cold and bitter night, to protect her feeble infant from t-he blast, 
and the child has lived while the parent died. 

Many such stories have been told, and these facts were implied in 
the words of Jesus, " Greater love hath no man than this : That a man 
lay down his life for his friends," and the saying of the Apostle that 
while for a righteous man one might scarcely be willing to lay down his 
life, yet, perhaps, for a good, a kind, generous person, some might even 
be found willing to die, and then he goes on to speak of the most 
wonderful of all love, the love thnt '' passeth knowledge." . . 

Wonderful as was the love of Jonathan for David, it was simply its 
unseifi,shness that made it so, otherwise we should not wonder that that 
noble, generous, God-fearing youth should admire and cleave to the 
brave, intrepid, yet humble lad who went forth in the name of Jehovah 
against the Philistine giant, and armed with the simplest of weapons-a 
@ling and a stone-overcame that mighty champion. David was loveable, 
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rhirnlrons, kind and faithful, and worthy of Jonathan's esteem. So 
with those two youths renowned in classic lore, their mutual 10\re can be 
understood on the ground of their mutual possession of noble minded 
faithfulness and honour. Nor is a mother's love to her own darling 
little one an incomprehensible wonder, her own flesh and blood, a part of 
herself ; we shonld be more astonished if she were not willing to make 
great sacrifices for it. A mother's love through all ct·eation, animal and 
human, is proverbial for strength, tenderness, and devotion, a God
implanted instinct, or principle, most beautiful and sweet. 

But there is yet a love that is indeed wonderful, from whate"er 
aspect we regard it, so free, so great, so undeserved, so changeless, that 
those who know it can only exclaim with grateful astonishment, "Behold 
what manner of love has been bestowed upon us ! '' 

It is love that is displayed to enemies utterly unworthy of it, yet it 
is never wasted affection, for it stoops to raise the degraded up to 
righteousness and purity ; it always wins a return of love, and those 
whom it once em braces never can and never wil'l relapse into their former 
state of enmity and bitterness, but will for ever remain the friends of 
Him who first loved them and gave Himself for them. Many years ago 
a band of gipsies in Scotland, were the worry and terror of the farmers 
wherever they went. Their head quarters was a village at the: foot of 
Stirling Rock, and when their own provisions ran short they levied black 
mail on every one whom they thought better off than themselves, 
demanding meal, butter, cheese and beef, and often getting what they 
required by threats and bare-faced impudence. One Sunday they were 
in Fifeshire, and a woman of their company, named Jeanie, hearing the 
sound of psalm-singing proceeding from a preaching tent, suggested to 
her companions to go and see" what was doing there." They jeered 
and refused, so she went alone, and the Word sank into her heart ; she 
felt herself a sinner, lost and undone, and sank down to the ground, 
where the doorkeeper found her, and thinking her to be either drunk or 
mad, was about to get her removed, bat she told him her trouble, and 
desired to see the preacher, and from that hour old things passed away, and 
all things became new with her heart and soul. She left her old com
panions and took every opportunity to hear the Word of God. A sermon 
from the sweet words, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest," was helpful, and after a while she was 
enabled to come, and found rest to her soul. She could not read, but 
longin~ to be able to study the Bible, she began to learn, though she was 
over thirty years of age, and though poor and delicate, she was happy in 
His love who died to save her from wrath and sin, and having loved her 
with an everlasting love, drew her with lovingkindness to Himself. And 
very beautiful was her Christian life, and as she advanced in years the 
children spoke of her as the" old woman who loved God," a title they 
gave to nobody else in the place, but Jenny was" an epistle of Jesus 
Uhrist known and read of all men." She lived to the good old age of 
87 years, and for many years before her death wa'! almost always con
fined to her bed, but many were her precious sayings to those who visited 
her, and her understanding and memory remained clear until the last few 
hours of her life. " What think ye of Christ ? " said a minister who 
came to see her. And immediately she replied, " I canna think o' Him 
as He deserves to be thocht o', and I canna think o' Him as I would 
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wish to think, but I'm sure o' this, He's the chiefest among ten thousanrl, 
nncl altogether lovely." Another visitor remarked that if she were in 
the "everlasting arms " they would never lose their hold of her, and 
Jenny answered, "No, it's mony a year since He first said to me, 'I 
have loved thee with an everlasting love,' and ' He is faithful that 
promised.'" Not long before her departure, when extremely low and 
weak, the verse was repeated, "Tribulation worketh patience, and 
patience experience, and experience hope," and she at once added, "and 
hope maketh not ashamed.'' 

She knew " whom she had believed,'' whom she had trusted, and 
confidently len her all in His care. Thus she lived and thus she fell 
asleep in Jesus, and shall for ever shine among the glorified, and 
celebrate the story of the Saviour's wondrous love. Dear reader, know you 
anything of this " wonderful love?" Jesus says, " I love them that love 
Me, and those that seek Me early shall find Me.'' 

May this be the happy privilege of each and all of us, and He shall 
have the praise. Amen. 

SEE KING-LIV IN G. 
BY w. KERN, IPSWICH. 

"And your heart shall live that seeks God."-Psa. lxix. 32. 

A FEW thoughts on the above Scripture are here given, with the 
earnest desire that God may be glorified, seekers encouraged, the 

living in Jerusalem comforted, and sinners converted. 
1.-The act described-" The heart that seeks God." All who have 

a heart from God, have a heart for God ; seeking God-i.e., Christ, who 
is the only wise God our Saviour-and He has said, "Those that seek 
shall find." 

(1) It is a living act, proving the seeker to be a living person, hav
ing "passed from death unto life." (2) It is a personal act, "Oh, 
thab I knew where I might find Him,'' for " Thou, 0 Christ, art 
all I want." (3) It is an intelligent act-taught to do so by the 
Divine Teacher; and all the saved children shall be taught of 
God this side the grave. (4) It is an important act, drawn and 
moved to seek the God of salva~ion, and the salvation of God. in 
a time when He is to be found. (5) It is a spiritual act-Lhe 
act of the soul illumined from above to _seek, and thirst, and wait 
for God. (6) It is a constant act, as assisted from time to time 
by the indwelling Spirit. 

11.-The advantage declared-" Your heart shall live that seeks 
God "-i.e., your soul, your religion shall live in the hand of Christ 
never to be plucked out. 

Shall live under the eye of Christ, incessantly watched. Shall live in 
the side of Christ, securely sheltered, and hid. Shall live in the 
heart of Christ, everlastingly loved. Sball live thro_ugli all the 
storms, all the dark nights, all the fierce temptations, al! the 
fiery trials, all the bitter disappointments, all the ~p~omte~ 
afflicUons, and they are many, for" many are the aflhctrnns of 
the righteous, but the Lord will deliver out of them all." 

.N 
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Shall live by the_ help s~nt fro'ln the sanctua_ry, which is always a 
present help m the time of trouble. Shall hve by the grace which 
is nlways sufficient to meet them, hold them, and sustain them in 
t,heir sorrows, ~ufferings, cares, anxieties, and fears. Shall live by 
the stren_qth given out from day to day, so that they find " His 
strength is made perfect in their weakness ; " their weakness is 
the valley, His strength fills it up. Shall live by the commitnica
t ions of this love by the Spirit-" the love of God shed abroad in 
the henrt," which warms it, softens it, makes it fruitful ttnd 
thankful. Shall live by the application of the precious blood, 
which removes the guilt and stain, and brings a peace and calm 
which only they that feel it know, so thnt seekers live by the help, 
g-race. strength, love and blood which they realise from time to 
Lime by the operation of _the eternal spirit. · 

Shall live for the name of Christ, for the praise of Christ, for the 
_qlory of Christ. His glory is great in their salvation; He has 
bound up their salvation and His glory in one precious bundle. 
He declares, " This people have I formed for Myself, they shall 
she"· forth My praise ; " so that every seeking· sinner desires to 
glorify and magnify the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Their testimony is-May God's will be my pleasure, God's honour 
n~y aim, and this be my glory, the blood of the Lamb, which is 
salvation this side the grave, and song the other side. 

Shall li,e finally with Christ in the holy city, in the happy home, in 
the pure land; beyond, and away from, for ever, all their sins; 
sorrows, cares, fears, foes, pains, _diseases, sicknesses, and tempta" 
tions. Shall live, seeing His face, shining in His likeness, sing
ing His praise, bearing His name, doing His will, basking in Hiii! 
smiles, satisfied with His presence. No cloud to darken their 
,ision, no death to thin their ranks, no enemy "to mar their peace, 
no good-bye to disperse their company-but He 

"Will cheer them with eternal smile,· 
They sing hosannas all the while." 

But remember, dear reader, it is only those who seek God, will be so 
blessed. I pray the spirit may move every careless reader to be · a trne 
seeker of the sinner's only Friend. 

WHO WROTE THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS ? 
By the .Autlwr of" A Manual of Faith and Practice." 

THIS, though not an all-important question, is far from being without 
interest and value. The majority of the readers of this Magazine, 

probably accept, without much consideration, the idea that it was penned 
by the apostle Paul. Tbis the title asserts ; and the subscription con
firms. Why, then, should we hesitate, in the face of testimony so clear ? 

To this it is objected, that the title as given in ordinary Bibles is in
correct-the heading which is sanctioned by authority being simply, "To 
the Hebrews." The subscription, or note at the end, · is likewise 
uninspired, and is absent from all the earlier and more atith'entfo manu
scripts. Moreover, it is urged that it was Paul's invariable'. custom to 
write epistles or letters; in which the element of personal ~and private 
friendship is intermingled with high and· holy doctrinal 'and practical 
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teaching ; whereas this is rather a treatise or dissertation on the supreme 
glories of Jesus in the relations in which He is here presented. We are 
told that the original Greek ia more elegant and refined than that which 
Paul wus in the babi~ of employing; that truths are advanced in 
aspects not to be found in his authenticated writings ; and that words 
are here employed in senses in which he never introduces them. He, for 
example, constantly uses the verb "to sanctify" in a subjective sense, 
to describe the gracious process by which God's elect and redeemed people 
are renovated and made holy; whereas the word, throughout this in
spired composition, is employed in an objective sense, and invariably 
signifies to set apart as holy.• 
· With the writer, however, tbeJe and similiar considerations have but 

little weight. Why need we hesitate to call this wonderful portion of 
Holy Writ an epistle or letter, seeing that the writer himself expressly 
does so? In Greek there are two verbs-the onegraplw, "I write," which 
is applied to ordinary composition ; the other, epistello, which means ·• I 
write an epistle or letter." This, the second, occurs in Hebrews xiii. 22, 
and is rightly rendered, "I have written a letter unto you." The verses 
which follow have, moreover, all the characteristics of a communication 
from a personal friend to those with whom be was intimately acquainted, 
and unquestionably are in Paul's familiar manner. Again, to the alleged 
difference between the matter and style of this composition and the 
letters which Paul is acknowledged to have written, we attach but small 
importance. Do authors invariably discuss the same subjects in the 
same way ? Cowper wrote, "J-oh:q- Gilpin·" as well as "The Task." 
Spurgeon's "John Ploughman's Talk," is utterly unlike his "'Treasury 
of Daviq," but who disputes the authorship of either? Xo one questions 
that William Winters produced the "Musical History of the Wesley 
Family," because it bears no resemblance to bis series of Leaderettes in the 
Earthen Vessel. Tbat Christ is viewed in the (so-called) Epistle to the 
H;ebrews from a different s~andpoint from that in which He is presented in 
the Epistle to the Ephesians goes without saying ; but was he ignorant 
of the priestly office of his beloved Master. And if enlightened by the 
Holy Ghost on this delightful branch of the Gospel, why should he not 
discuss it in writing, and employ phraseology befitting his subject, 
although this demanded terms and expressions not to be found in his 
other writings ? These are but samples of the objections which ham 
been urged against the Pauline authorship of this book-and the way in 
which the writer (a plain and unlettered man) bas been led to regard 
them.· 

· The idea that its real author was Apollos, though entertained by 
Martin Luther, and many others in more· recent times, is a mere !]Uess, 
lacking all confirmation. 

· The main object of this paper is, however, to submit that the question 
is answered by no less an authority than the apostle Peter. Referring 
to "our beloved brother Paul" (2 Peter iii. 15, 16), he di,ides his 
writings into two classes-firstlv, something which he had written" nuto 
you," namely, the converted Je;vs, whom Peter was expressly addressing, 

· * This oft-repeated statoment is not absolutely trne. See Heb. xii. 1-i, 
"Follow-•. , holiness (or sanctification), without whioh no man shall see the 
Lord." The word hagiasmon, sanctificaticn, whioh is correlative to hagiazo, to 
sanctify, is here· indisputably used in the subjeotive or Pauline sense. 
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and, second!~-. '' all his epistles," which he distinguishes from the former. 
Thus then. in Peter's mind, the inspired compositions of Paul consisted 
of a series of letters to the members of different Gentile Chnrches ; and 
a c01nposit,ion especially designed for the perusal and edification of sncb 
of God's ancient people as grace had led to believe in Jesus as the great 
Messiah promised to their fathers. If this composition was not what we 
currently call "The Epistle to the Hebrews," what was it ? 

When it was sent by Paul to his Hebrew brethren, has engaged the 
attention of competent writers ; and the writer hns no hesitation in 
giYing his assent to the author of "The :Footsteps of Saint Paul " (Dr. 
J. R. Macduff), that it was during his first imprisonment in Rome, 
recorded at the close of the Acts of the Apostles. " This," observes this 
most gracious and in~tructi,e writer, " is the most probable period to fix 
the date of the rnlnahle and noble ' Epistle to the Hebrews,' which, 
though considered by some writers not to have been the work of Paul, 
has by far the grcate~t amount of evidence in its favour as proceeding 
from no hand but his." 

Finally, the writer of these few lines would subscribe his name to 
the conclusion of Conybeare and Howson in their grand book, '' The 
Life and Epistles of Saint Paul" (Students' Edition, page 790), "that 
. . . we need not scruple to speak of this portion of Scripture by its 
canonical designation, as the ' Epistle of Paul, the Apostle, to the 
Hebreics.' " W. JEYES STYLES. 

Wandsworth, London, S.W. 

THE FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINES OF THE SCRIP
T"GRES, AN IMPORTANT PART OF CHRISTIAN 
INSTRUCTION. 

An Address delfrerecl at the Ammal Meeting of the Metropolitan Associati:Jrt 
of Strict Baptist Churches, Mai·ch 8th, 1898, 

BY PASTOR R. E. SEARS. 

" Thrice miserable he who has not learned 
What to believe; the sceptic, of all men, 
Is the most credulous: who would be safe 

. From gorging error, let him feed on Truth." 

WHAT IS TRUTH ? 

THIS is an importa1_1t que_stion. It i~ not_ all gold that glitters ; for 
there is many a gilded he ! Truth IS solid, an~ real ; not a_ coverrng 

to deceive, but a mass of sterling worth! Truth IS more precious than 
gold or si]yer ; it is a diamond of superb brilliancy ; a pearl of untold 
value. Buy the field that contains it, whatever it may cost; and never 
give up the search for it until you find it. " If thou seekest her as 
silver and searchest for her as for hid treasures ; then shalt thou under
stancl' the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God" (Prov. ii. 
4, 5). 

Truth is immortal. Truth is immutable. The God of truth never 
chancres • and His Word abides for eve:r. He who carefully reads his. 
Bible° m~st believe that it is no ordinary Book. It stands alone in its 
lofty style : and in the grandeur of its conception it is unsurpassed. It 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

is rt living Boole I Not one word will ever die. Its thoughts breathe 
with divine inspiration ; and its words hurn with a potent force. 

Error is always changing, it is deceitful, it is a fraud : and never 
more so, than when it is dressed in the garh of truth. Reware of the 
counterfeit I Receive nothing without testing it by the Word of (}od. 
•• Prove all things : hold fast that which is good." 

There is a definite ring about Biblical Truth. It is al ways up to elate, 
because it will never be out of date. We shall never get beyond its 
teaching; for, as we grow in the knowledge of it, we shall become more 
fully acquainted with its vast proportions. For depth, it is profound 
mystery ; for height, heavenly sublimity ; for breadth, immensity; for 
length, eternity ; and for fulness, it is incomprehensible. 

Is not Truth de.finite wherever we find it? In all schools a definite 
alphabet is taught ; and in all branches of knowledge there are definite 
rules and de.finite laws. Natural laws are very exact; and calculations 
may be based upon them for many years to come. We know when the 
tides will ebb, and when they will flow ; we know when there will be an 
-eclipse, whether of the sun, or of the moon. 

TIIERE ARE CERTAIN FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINES, WHICH W"E .-1.S A 
DENOMINATION l\IOST ASSUREDLY BELIEVE, FOR WE FIND THEM IX THE 
WORD OF GOD. We are aware that the formation of a creed is man's 
work. Flowers are scattered in wonderful profusion all over the globe; 
and it is the work of the botanist to hunt for them in every land, to 
gather them, to classify them, and then to present them in systematic 
order; and thus de.finite truth respecting plants and :flowers can be 
taught. 

Spiritual truth is a system; but we do not find the doctrines of grace 
dassified, and arranged in systematic order in the Bible. They are 
scattered all over the Book of Truth; and as the botanist goes forth 
joyfully to find his specimens, even so, but with a better motive, and a 
higher joy, goes forth the heaven-born student to search the Scriptures; 
and the doctrines he finds he places in order ; and spiritual truth rises 
before him a wondrous system; and so we get our Body of Divinity, and 
our Creed, or Doctrinal Basis :-a setting in order of the things most 
surely believed amongst us. 

The geologist collects his specimens. Only a heap of stones ! says 
someone in contempt. But the stones are very helpful in imparting 
definite knowledge respecting the foundations of the earth. 

The doctrines of Scripture form a massive foundation for our/aith to 
build upon. The foundation is not everything ; but it is very important. 
Can a foundation be too firm ? Many a building of fair proportions, 
and beautiful design, has suffered a sudden collapse bec:mse of a defect 
in the foundation. Time is not misspent in securing a good foundation. 
The weight of the whole building will be upon it. Only an idiot would 
suggest changing the foundation stones when the building is well nigh 
completed. We are not among those who cry, Break up the concrete! 
Blast the Rock ! The old foundation has stood long enough ! 

There are those who object to doctrinal preaching, and teaching. In 
these enlightened times, they say, practice is everything. But can you 
have a permanent building without a foundation ? Cm_1 yon h:~Ye the 
fruit of faith without that faith being rooted in the defimte doctrines of 
God's Word? How long would a ship survive disaster that put to sea 
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without II rudder ? That captain would certainly be a fine specimen of 
" modem thought " who refused to have anything to do with such u. 
common plllce thing as a cha1t ! "No," says he, "I shall guide my 
Yessl'l without that antiquated thing ! " I suppose, sir, that you will 
take a compass with you ? "No, I leave that for the children to play 
with. I am abow all these things : charts, and chronometers are 
nll Yery well for weak-minded people ; but I a man of mental' 
calibre ; my name is Higher Criticism, and I mean to guide my ship by 
my own inner consciousness." We are quite sure that the voyage will 
be a short one, and that the captain will soon find a berth at the bottom 
of the sea! 

A public speaker-some years ago now-said, " A man had a 
menagerie of wild beasts, at Ratcliff Highway : and the elephant 
fumbling about with his trunk one night, got hold of the peg whicli. 
fastened his den. So he got out, and proceeded to let out the lions, and 
the wol,es, and the jackals. There was soon a terrible noise in the· 
back-yard; and the master waking up, rushed in among the animals w~tlji, 
his whip, and soon had them back in their respective quarters .. But for 
his promptness there might have been great mischief done to the people 
of London. The teachers of false doctrine are playing the part of the
elephant, and the lies which they are letting loose upon society mulit'.be
hunted back to their den. There must be no liberty to pull up tlie 
buoys, and to destroy the lighthouses of the Christian Church." . ·. 

Tlte doctrines (!{ Scripture are one harmonious whole. The God of 
Truth speaks in the Book of Truth : in a living, personal Christ the
Truth is made manifest : and by the teaching of the Spirit of Truth. \~ 
preciousness is known and felt. 

The sun is the centre of our solar system, and around this wondro~ 
globe of fire the planets all revolve, each in its own appointed orqi~. 
Nearly all these planets ha,e their own satellites revolving around them: 
but all the light with which they shine is borrowed from the sun. The 
harmony of this system is not fully seen by man, because of the position 
of the earth. If we could take our position in the centre, and· view all 
the planets from the sun, all would app_ear in beautiful harmony. 

Christ, in His wonderful Person and matchless work, is the Cmtr.e 
'!fall revealed theology. The nearer we can get to Him, and the more 
deeply we drink into His Spirit, the more clearly will truth be seen in its 
perfection and glory. 

He that cometh to God · m11.st believe that He is-:-that is. de.finite l 
The idea of an orphan universe, of worlds without a head or ruler, i_s 
indeed a cold and freezing thought. If God has spoken unto us, His 
Word must be true, and the very words He has chosen are the best to 
convey His thoughts. In the original records ·we believ;e that every letter 
':is infallibly true. The teaching of the Bible is DEFINITE, and, notwith
.15tanding the statements of it,s professed friends, and the a!ll!aults of its 
,pronounced adversaries, it goes, forth conqueriµg and to conquer. A 
·modern writer says: "It is because of· the e,calted mo~a.L and spiri~ual 
,character of the Bible that it has succe,ssfully res,ii!ted the assaults of four 
,thousand years. It is too strong in itself.,:md ,in its l~old on the hearts 
of men, to be overthrown: as well attempt •with popguns. and putty to 
demolish Gibraltar, or to root up by . band one of the cedars of 
.Lebanon.'' 
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To our adversaries we say, When you can dislodge the stars with 
11rrows, when you can plant your shoulder ngainst the burning- wheel of 
the mid-day sun, and roll it back into night-then, hut not till then, 
commence the gigantic task of overturning the eternal foundations of 
revealed truth. -

The doctrines of &ripture corroborate each other's te.~timony. If man 
is 11, fallen creature, and totally depraved, he cannot be saved without 
regeneration. But God is just, and therefore renewing grace can only 
be given upon the ground of a work that satisfies the claims of God's 
holy law. The demands of justice are defi,nite, and therefore only a 
definite atonement can satisfy them. But no mere man can make atone
ment: the Redeemer must therefore be divine. It is self-evident that 
all men are not saved. Why are any sinners saved ? Because God 
willed it. If He has willed to save some, and not all, He must have 
decreed it; and if He decreed it He had a sovere~qn right to do so. God 
is holy, and therefore the saved must be sanctified. Salvation is experi
mentally known "through faith," and this faith, which is the gift of 
God, always produces good works, which" glorify our Father who is in. 
heaven." 

The .fundamental doctrines of Scripture should not only be proclaimed 
in the Gospel ministry, but also taught in every Christian home, and in 
all our Sunday-schools. If not, why not ? We wrong the children if 
we keep back any part of God's truth. 

A beloved brother, now with God, once said: "I am afraid that 
some Sunday-school teaching is not what it should be with regard to 
distinct Bible teaching. We must get an intelligent knowledge of what 
God tells us in His Word, by studying therein and then spreading 
abroad that same intelligent knowledge amongst others by expound
ing .it." 

As the basis of all our teaching we must have defi,nite fixed prin
ciples. One has said, and we endorse it: "I would not sell a principle 
of God's Word for all the brotherly love under heaven, because I hold 
that brotherly love which will not let me keep my conscience clear is not 
such brotherly love as Christ inculcated in the Holy Scripture." 

We hope the teachers in all our schools will use the Catechism we are 
sending forth. It has cost much labour : and honour to whom honour 
is due: the greatest burden has been cheerfully and loyally borne by our 
beloved brother, Ebenezer Marsh. It is our love to the old truth, and 
our intense anxiety that our children should also know it, and love it., 
that has been a leading factor in the production of this Catechism. 

At any cost we must have d~finite Scripture teaching. Loyalty t0 
Obrist demands it. If our doctrines are true, teach them. If our 
ordinances are Scriptural, explain them. 

The Holy Spirit alone can lead into the truth, but He can teach us all 
things. Knowing this, we shall seek His illuminating power and sancti
fying grace, both for ourselves and for our children. Definite truth. 
experimentally known will produce a rock-like character against which 
the wild waves of error and sin will dash and die away. But the 
rock will yield its honey, and the Spirit of Jesus will be seen in ac~s 
of mercy and tender pity for sinners. Incarnate Truth wept over the 
doomed city, and the doctrines of Scripture, firmly held by the hand 
of a heaven-born faith, are not antagonistic to "bowels of compassion." 
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In conclusion, beloved brethren, permit me to say that in this, ns 
in eYery other work of the Lord, our motto should be 

"STEADFAST, UNMOVABLE, ALWAYS ABOUNDING." It may sound 
paradoximl, but it is reasonable and Scriptural. 

Steadf(l.st ! Don't be given to change. Steadfast in character, 
steadfast in faith, and steadfast in Christian work. Steadfast in times 
of peace, when all goes well, unmovable whentrouble comes. Steadfast, 
like the rock when the sea is calm, unmovable when the storm rages. 
Steadfast like the oak iu summer, unmovable in the storms of winter. 

Cnmova.ble ! When others depart, do you remain. Unmovable, 
when assailed by the foe. Stand like the brave, and face the enemy ! 
Unmovable, perse,ere even unto the end. Die in harness! and shout 
victory in the last battle, sword in hand. We ·admire brave Nehemiah: 
many were his enemies; but strong in the Lord, he declined to leave his 
post: " Should such a man as I flee ? '' 

On a firm foundation build up your life work. If the foundation is 
steadfast and unmovable, you may safely build upon it. But you cannot 
have a godly life without a firm faith in God. 

Be steadfast, unmovable, like the rocky foundation, of the light
house, but always abounding, shinin_q out upon the dark and troubled sea. 
Dream not of rest, but shine on. Rooted, and built up in Jesus, shine 
to the praise of the glory of His grace. Sen.d out your rays of light into 
all the surrounding darkness. 

Steadfast, unmovable, like the sun. It never moves from the centre 
of its system, but always, without any changeJ continues its shining, and 
every planet is influenced by its light, heat, and attraction.. Even so, 
belo,ed brethren, may you abide in the doctrine of Christ, that all 
around you may feel the sacred influence of your godly life. 

Steadfast, unmovable, like th1J sleepers, and the railway lines ; but 
always abounding in God's work, like the swift flying trains. S~me
times a change of method may be desirable, but keep to the old Imes. 
To break up the permanent way would mean disaster ! Keep a sharp 
look out! Beware of the wreckers! Brothers and sisters, keep to the 
good old way ; but don't crawl along at a snail's pace ! Light the fire, 
and get the steam up! And onward urge your way. Fill the water-pots 
to the brim : let your vessels run over with deeds of kindness, always 
abounding on, but never leaving the lines of definite truth. 

Steadfast, unmovable, like the tree, planted, once for all, in a good, 
rich soil; but always growing and bearing fruit in its season. If w_e 
would bring forth mu.eh fruit, we must abide in Christ. A man who 1s 
always changing his belief; who is everything by turns, and nothing long; 
who is like a weathercock, moved by every gust. of wind, will soon 
become the laughing stock of all. 

The moon is steadfast, unmovable, from its orbit; but it is always 
reflecting the light of the sun, and it has a wonderful influence on the 
earth. And he who abides in his place, and walks in habitual fellowship 
with his Lord, will not live in vain. 

Steadfast, unmovable, Ii~ the boilers in the engine-room; but always 
abounding like the power they send forth that keeps the machinery . in 
motion. Having a purpose firm and true, we shall not be turned aside 
from our life work ; but by a noble example we shall seek to stimulate 
others to continue in well-doing. 
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Steadfast, unmovable, Ziko afaitVul servant in the hou.Ye; but always 
abounding in the Master's work. Others may desire 11 change, but he is 
satisfied. With a contented mind, and a happy face, he seeks to do his 
Master's will : his one desire is to be found faithful and true, even unto 
the end. For such a Master work is pleasure ; and with such a mission 
success is sure. 

"Some, Lord, have felled, 
And on Thine altar le.id, great trees of thought ; 
I, though with no small pains and mental throes, 
Have gathered hut at best a few mean sticks 
From out the forest of eternal truth. 
Yet, great in condescension as in power, 
Thou wilt accept them, for my heart, myself, 
Are both in this poor gift." 

A BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE FIRE A).'D 
TAKEN HOME. 

· The late GEORGE BOND, of Wickham, Market. 

A rema1·lcable Instance of God's Saving Grace. By JOHN SYMOXDS. 

-ORIGIN-SUNK JN SIN-TURNING POINT-SIGNS THE PLEDGE-TESTING TntE
GOES TO CHAPEL-DOCTRINES OF GRACE-COl<FUSION OF TOXGUES-Gon's 
GOODNESS AND MERCY-SET TIME-TUNSTALL-BROTHER GLASGOW
BAPTISM-PREACHING-LAST DAYS-LAND OF PURE DELIGHT-FU"1ERAL. 

MR·. GEORGE BOND, of Wickham Market; departed this life March 31st, aged 
.59 years. Our now glorified brother was a remarkable instance of dis
tinguishing grace ; born of humble parents who cared not for his eternal 
welfare. When young he learned the trade of a moulder, became a good 
workman, a man of intelligence, but alas, SANK IN SIN to a wonderful low 
-degree. He has told me with a trembling tongue he had committed every sin 
,but two which we cannot . mention. He became -an habitual drunkard and 
gloried in his own shame with air" the boldness that was possible for any man 
to pursue. He earned the highest wage obtainable at his bu!<iness, but sank 
so low down in wretchedness that neither he or his poor wife had clothing or 
money to buy food with at times. In this state he remained till upwards of 
thirty years of age. Now came, in the good providence of God the 

TURNING POINT OF HIS LIFE. 
A temperance meeting was held in the place, and he went, with no intention of 
,signing the pledge whatever, but he did so. This was 

A TESTING TIME 
indeed to him; the craving after drink became so severe that he had to hasten 
past the public-house lest the temptation should become too strong for him. 
But this was a characteristic of the man. He was a man every inch of him ; 
whatever he was led to set his hand to rlo, that he followed hard after. By 
the goodness and mercy of God he never fell a victim to this _sin again, but 
remained a true man to the temperance cause throughout his life, and being 
blest with the gift of speech, travelled miles to advocate it, and was widely 
known amongst its friends. 

He acquired his own learning, his surroundings began to improve, the 
home was more comfortable; he began -to ATTEND A PLACE OF WORSHJP, meeting 
with the "Brethren." Here it was the Lord opened his blind eyes, but here he 
did not long remain. From thence he went to the Congregati?nal ch~pel, joined 
the Church, taught in the Sabbath-school, served the L_ord .,~1th all his strength, 
.according to the light received ; struggled hard to be Just1!ied by the deeds of 
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the la"·, but he hRd something more yet to learn. The minister of the chapel, 
with himself nnd a few other friends, were ha Ying a little friendly conversa
ti,,n, and the subjeet turned on the 

DOCTRINES LW FRRE AND SOYRREIGN GRACE 
as re,ealed in the sacred Scriptures. The minister said, "They are right, but 
we must not preach them." This assertion was a surprise to George Bond. 
Light broke in upon his mind, he searched and pondered over these things ; 
the Lord blest His own "·ord, "tumed to him a pure language," he was laid 
low i11 the dust. and, like Jonah, had to confess, 11 Salvation is of the Lord." 

Xo"· there was COXFl'SION OF TONGUES, and, to use his own words, he was 
·· always in hot water;" he being a straightforwarcl, conscientious man could 
11ot assent to many things said and done at their meetings. He had learned 
the truth of God's Word," It is written, Man shall not lh·e by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth ont of the mouth of God." He, however, 
remained with the same people some years, I believe because of family con
nections and friendships formed thel"e, As in stature naturally, he stood head 
and shoulders abo,·e the average man, so the Lord favoured him in grace, 
ga,·e him a large measure of faith, but it was seasoned with salt; wisdom and 
grace were added unto it by the Spirit of the living God, that made him walk 
humbly before the Lord. 

He never forgot the horrible pit from which he was brought. Often when 
speaking of 

GOD'S GOODNESS AND MERCY TO lllM, 

he-would say, "I shilll never forgive myself, how I fought against infinite
mercy in the days of my unregeneracy ." The mercy of God was 

"More than a mat.eh for his heart. 
Which wondered to feel its own hardness depart." 

A sense of this made him very tender towards the little lisping ones, which he 
e,·cr sought to encourage. 

Our brother was a close companion of our late esteeme<l brother Brand, 
These two good men took sweet counsel together, But there was another SET 
TUIE appointed by the God of love in store for him ; the time came when he
must lea"'e wife and friends with whom he had long worshiped. His steps
were directed to Tunstall, abou.t seven years since, and there he remained. 
Through the ministration of the Word by our friend and BROTHER GLASGOW, the
Lord furnished him such a table as he had never had before; it was indeed a 
wealthy place, a rich repast. He was 

BAPTIZED AND ADDED TO THE CHURCH, 
and soon asked to speak in the villages, which he did with much acceptance-. 
Afterwards the Church sent him out where the Lord should call him. His 
usefulness was soon seen by the neighbouring Churches, and he had more 
eugagements than he could fulfil. 

He was taken ill about the month of August and was confined at home for 
two or three weeks, recovered again, so that he was able to fill his usual 
capacity as foreman of the department in which he worked, and PREACHING on 
the Sabbath-day. Singular to relate, he preached his last sermon on the after
noon of the last Sabbath of the year. The complaint from which he had so 
recently suffered become worse, said to be cancer in the throat. We visited him 
often in his affliction, which was of a distressing character ; the breathing 
became very difficult. On one of these visits he said, "I like to dwell on the 
mountain top best," and reaching his hand towards the floor added, "but they 
are just as safe down there" (meaning the redeemed of the Lord). On another 
oecasion when he was very weak he said, "My delights are great, even now." 
Then again, waking out of a little sleep, " ' If ye love Me keep My command
ments,' but how few there are." Then his mind was gone again, through 
weakness. Our brother was an example, in this respect, for never, during his 
wLole Christian life, did he give the Lord half-day service, but prized the 
privileges given him. He believed obedience was better than sacrifice. 
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IllS LAST TIA YS, 

On the Sunday evening previous to his death a frienrl we11t in to see hi1u. 
When he recovered consciousness he said (calling her by name), "I am _glarl tn 
see you," and nt once repeated this verse : 

"Shall I be carried to· the skies 
On flowery beds of ease 1 " 

then paused and said, "No, Lord," 
"While others fought to win the prize 

And sailed throught bloody seas." 
The following Wednesday afternoon he asked to have one verse of Dr. Watts' 
sweet hymn sung, 

"THERE IS A LAND OF PL'RE DELIGHT." 
After which he said "That will do," as if faith had carried him to the sweet fields 
beyond the swelling flood. On the following morning about 1.20 his attendant,;. 
gave him some medicine in hope that he might get a little rest, and laid him 
as comfortable as possible, when he gave one gentle sigh and he was gone. 

•· One gentle sigh his fetters breaks, 
They scarce could say he's gone, 

Before the willing spirit takes 
Her mansion near the throne." 

"The memory of the just is blessed." 
THE FUNERAL 

took place on Wednesday, April 6th. His pastor, brother Glasgow, after singing 
Cowper's hymn, " There is a fountain filled with blood," committed the
mortal remains to the grave in sure and certain hope of a joyful resurrection. 
when a large a_ssembly gathered together, amongst whom were W. J. 
Whitmore, Esq. :(one of the principals of -the firm of his employers), R. L. 
Everrett, Esq., James Youngman, Esq., D. R. Read, Esq. (members of the 
Parish Council); Messrs. Meddows, Garrod and Kemp (Deacons of the Tunstall 
Church); Wright and Harris (Deacons of the Charsfield Church), and many 
others. 

BAPTISTS-WHAT ABOUT THEM? 
Serial Papers on Baptist History, Principles, Pmctices, Chui·ches, 

and Men.-XXI. 
BY SAMUEL BANKS. 

IN setting forth leading Baptit1t princ,iples it becomes necessary also to show 
plainly the false systems to which we are strenuously opposed. This month I 
ask my readers to take both their "Authorised" and "Revised" Bible, and 
turn up 

MATTHEW XVI. 15-19. 
We will now consider the ROMAN teaching, and then the TRUE doctrine 

contained in this portion of Scripture. 
THE ROMAN TEACHING. 

_At the pediment of the vast dome of St. Peter's, at Rome, verses eighteen 
and nineteen are inscribed in Latin in gigantic letters, plainly visible. What 
the Roman Catholic would have us believe concerning them is, that Peter, in 
himself and in his traditional successors to the present Leo XIII., is the 
rock,-the rook upon which the Church is built ; that in him alone the power 
of the keys, and the binding and loosing, is vested. The Pope is Peter, be 
holds the keys; bow your neck to hi~, or yon will ?e shut out for eve~ fro~ 
the kingdom of heaven .. T~is wicked assumption ha_s be~n. ,growmg 1n 
presumption and effrontery till its full bloom, when Papal mfalhb1hty was un-
hlushingly declared in 1870. . . . . . 

Let me tell you a true story concermng this doctrme, m our TnahYe la~d. 
At the time of my story-654-664-in the North of En~land, or Nor~humbna, 
as it has been called, there were multitudes of faithful, well-mstmcted 
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·Christians, fruits of the labours of such men as Columba and Aidan, and 
who><e leading pastor at that time was Bishop Colman. There came over here, 
from Italy, a Roman Presbyter named Wilfrid, charged with a special 
mission from the Pope to bring these simple Christian brethren under the yoke 
-of Rome. E,·entually it was arranged with King Oswyn that a conference 
should be held in the northem town of Whitby, in the course of which Bishop 
Colman, 11s spokesman for the faithful British Christians, extolled the labomll 
of Columba and Aidan, and other dear servants of the MilBter. Upon which 
Presbyter \Yilfrid interposed:-" Nay, even though your Columba were a 
s11int, and possessed of all the virtues which you claim for him, he ought not 
to be preferred to the most blessed Prince of the Apostles, Saint Peter, to 
·whom our Lord said [here are given the words of the text]. All the virtue 
and piety of Columba and Aidan are nothing compared with these." Upon 
which King Oswyn tumed to Colman, and asked," Is it true, Colman, that 
this was said to Peter by our Lord?" "Very true," replied Colman. "Then " 
said the King, " I tell you that he is the doorkeeper, whom I will not oppos~; 
but, so far as I know and can, I desire to obey all his decrees, lest when I 

-come unto the doors of the kingdom of heaven there may be none to open, he 
being estranged from me who is shown to hold the keys." Consequently, it 
was ruled that the British Christians should bow their necks to the Pope ; 
though Colman !ind all with true backbone and right principle utterly refused 
to do so. 

The above, and similar Roman missions to this country, took place 
openly in the seventh century. But in the nineteenth century Rome is just as 
determined as she was in the seventh, though now she is working covertly. 
Protestants, beware ! especially non-conformist Protestants. Rome is seek
ing whom she may entice into her parlour, which will prove to be (as ever) a 
very den of cruelty, ignorance, and iniquity. 

Having explained quite briefly the Roman view of the text.at the bead of 
this article, and sounded a note of alarm, I will (D.V.) proceed next month 
to give the tnie exposition of it, which is also the Baptist position. ' 

~ew Address :-"Sandlings," St. Mary Cray, Kent •. 

THE LATE MR. ROBERT SADD, OF ZOAR, IPSWICH. 
THE Church at Zoar, Ipswich, bas sustained a severe loss by the sudden death 
of our dear aged brother and senior deacon, Mr. Robert Sadd. Our departed 
brother dates his call by grace in the year 1838, and first joined in. Church 
fellowship with the Independents at Halesworth, in 1840. He has often said 
that " Ever since then he has never once missed attending monthly the ordin1 
ance of the Lord's Supper.", Removing in Providence he was constrained to 
cast in his Jot with the Strict Baptit;ts at Grundisbu-rgh, ,was baptized and 
received into the Church there by the late honoured Samuel Collins, on· May; 
4th, 1849. Removing to Ipswich he for•a long time walked to Grunsdisburgh 
and back every Sunday, a distance of eight miles. But on the 6th of January, 
185G, he joined the Church at Zoar, where for the first eleven years he was 
superintendent of the Sunday-school. On the 2nd of October, 1870, he was 
chosen deacon, and for eighteen years held the office of Church 'l'reasurer: 
During the forty-two years of his membership our beloved brother has indeed 
been a pillar in the Cause, scarcely ever known to be absent from any service. 
:Kever had a Church a more faithful and devoted deacon, and in return he was 
l,eloved by all. Only one sister remains of those who formed the Church 
when brother Sadd was received. 'l'hus we feel that a true father in Israel 
and another link with the past, and a most remarkable life of devotion and 
service in the cause of God and His truth has passed from us. Our dear 
brother literally died in 11arness, hie zeal burned brightly to the last-. On hie 
last Sunday upon earth (April 24th) he conducted the early morning prayer
rueeting, starting the tunes, was present at the Church meeting and attended 
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both morning aud evening service. Early on Wednesday, the 27th, he aronserl 
his agecl brother; a bloocl vessel had broken, and in two minutes he expired at 
the ripe olcl age of 81 years. Ou April 30th his body was committed to the 
grnve in sure and certain hope of a glorious resurrection by his bereaverl 
pastor, Mr. Bardens, in the presence of his brethren in office anrl many 
members of the Uhurch and congregation, some also from Bethesrla being 
present. On the following Sunday evening our pastor made feeling refor 
once to the solemn event from words chosen by our departerl brother found in 
2 Uor. xiii. 11. .H. BAr.nwrn, Church 8fcretnry. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

MOUNT ZION OPEN-AIR MISSION. 
THE second anniversary of the above 
Society wa.s held in Mount Zion Chapel, 
Chadwell-street, on Thursday evening, 
March 31, pastor E. Mitchell (presi
dent) in the chair, supll_orted by J. W. 
Banks (vice-president), E. Wallis (trea• 
surer), G. Ridley (secretary), A. J. 
Woodford (precentor), and brethren W. 
Abbott, E. Marsh (Gurney-road), W. 
Baker, A. Licence, J. G. McKenzie, and 
others. 'fhe meeting opened by sing• 
ing, brother W. Abbott reading tlie 
Scriptures and prayer by the vice
president. The president then called 
on the secretary, brother Ridley, to read 
the Report for the past year, which is 
as follows:-

March, 1898. 
Dear Friends,-We meet to celebrate the 

second annual meeting of the "Mount 
Zion Ooen-Air Mission," and it is with feel
ings of deep gratitude to our dear Lord 
for sustaining grace that we are enabled 
so to do. 

We trust in thus coming before you we 
shall continud to. elicit your sympathy in 
this parti~ular calling on whlch we hope 
we ho.ve the gracioua approbation of our 
divine Master. 

Twelve months hav<> passed away since we 
met here on a. similo.r occasion, and wbo.t 
shall we say as we endeavour to take a. 
retrospect of what has transpired? It ha~ 
not been a.ltogether plain and easy sailing. 
Adverse winds have blown upon us; the 
enemy of souls bas been at work en
deavo111'ing to wreck our little bo.rk. and 
disappointments bo.ve arisen which have 
made us feel who.t feeble creatures we are, 
and that without the help and p1·esence or 
our Great Pilot we could not have con
tinued unto this day; bnt He ho.s been 
with us, and, whilst we have to mourn 
over mo.ny shortcomings, we would to.ke 
comfort in the words of the poet-
h Wbo.t though Sato.n.'s strong tomplations 

Vex o.nd tenze thee do.y by ,fay, 
And thy sinful inl'!ino.tions 

Often Jill thee with dismay? 
Thou sbalt conquer 

Through theLo.mb'sredeemingblood.'' 
And, by God's help, we will go forwo.rd; 
and as He sho.11 gi\·e us grace, we will 
battle with the Evil One, and through 
Him overcome. 

We held during the summer months four
toen meetings in the open air, com-

menciog May 9th uncl ending on Sep
tember 26th, after which, having the use 
of our new school building, we started 
a Sunday ev-ening service there after the 
service in the chapel. This new fea.tureof 
our work was begun on October 17th last 
with a united prayer-meP.ting with the 
teachers of the Sunday-scilool, and on the 
following Lord's-day evening our pastor 
gave the first address, and all through the 
winter months our brethren, with the 
assistance of our pastor and one or two 
friends from outside, have been en
deavouring to set forth the love of God in 
Christ Jesus to poor, lost sinuers. The 
neighbourhood in which our school lies is 
indeed very dark and apparently lifeless 
so far as spiritual things are concerned; 
nevertheless. our prayers go up to tbe 
throne of God that He will take and use us 
for His own honour and glory. 

We endeavour also, so far as we are able. to 
send forth His truth, and have distributed 
during the past year some 5,000 leaflets 
containing a text and an invitation to the 
services held in the chapel and school
room, but with what result we are unable 
to say: "Thedaywilldeclareit," Weho.ve 
also given away nea.rly 2,000 back num
bers of Cheering Words, EARTHEX 
VESSELS, and otber trncts; whilst we 
have issued special bills on certain Sun
day•, endeavouring to get the people to 
come, a.nd we are glad to say not alto
gether without success, as it bo.s been our 
joy on more than one occasion to see the 
hall quite full. 

Severn! mo.rks of encoursgement we ha,·e 
received, and amongst them there are two 
we desire to record-one was. through 
holding the open-o.ir service one friend 
was led to inquire where we came from, 
and on the information being gi,·en. bas 
attended our service, continuously since, 
and bas been the mea.ns of bringing into 
the chapel with her three or foor friends, 
and, ha.ving taken sittings, we doubt not 
but that she feels o.t home in God's house 
under the preo.ching of our beloved pastor; 
the other was a testimony sent by post 
from someone who decla.red 1bo.t they bad 
received gr,ocl from the preaching of the 
Gospel in the open o.ir: the letter was un• 
signecl a.nd sent to oor brother Joseph 
Smith. with an expressed wish that be 
should destroy it after reading, which be 
did. 

And now we dro.w this Report to a close, 
qnc\ whilst our eyes a.re µp unto Him who 
has promised "nevel' to leave nor forsake 
us," we still seek an interest in your best 
wiibe•. and in the words or the apostle 
say, Bretb1·en o.nd sisters, pro.y for us. 
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Brother McKenzie m~,·ed the adoption of 
the R.epor(., which was seconded bv 
hrot,her A. Licence, and carried unanf
mou~ly. 
The President sa.id: We ha.ve been 

going on with this work now six yea.rs, 
although only two years recognised by 
the _c~urch. S_ome persons say, What 
do Strict Baptists mean by going into 
the open air: Just to follow and copy 
the work ?f the Lord Jesus Christ. Our 
brethren m the summer months seek to 
~pread the G~spel of the grace of GEid 
m the open air, and for the last six 
months on a _Sunday even~ng have held 
a Gospel service, commencmg at 8.15, in 
the schoolroom, White Lion-street 
which has been described as "a God'. 
forsaken neighbourhood." It appears 
also from daily observation that London 
is fast lapsing into Atheism too-ether 
with the consta.nt exodus of 'people to 
the suburbs, causes us to feel it to be 
the trumpet call for us to/o forth 

Xeither the Word of Go or our creed 
hinders us from going ;, into all the 
world and preaching the Gospel to 
~very creature." If there was anything 
m my creed to prevent my going into 
the open air to proclaim the Word of 
Life, I should immediately think of re-
vising it. · 

Mr. Mitchell then proceeded to speak 
from "Let Thy work appear unto Thy 
servants," &c. (Psa. xc. 16). We some
-cimes hear the phrase used," Work for 
the Lord," this grates on the mind-it 
is wrong-more, it is arrogant, andue 
assumption. Let us rather prayerfully 
enquire,•· Wha.t is the Lord going to do 
by us ? Will He condescend to ma.ke ue 
instruments? Our work amounts to 
nothing ; it is ' Thy work.' " Let us 
always keep God to the front, making 
sure we are doing His work. as instru
ment3 having a single eye to the 
honour and glory of God. Thie move
ment is not a piece of amnsement; the 
welfare of immortal souls is at stake. 
-God never gave us that building in the 
wonderful way he has for nothing. We 
have to preach the Gospel there, and 
with a spirit of brotherly love and unity. 
Let us sow the seed and wait, watch 
and pray for results. 

The meeting was subsequently ad
dressed by brethren J. G. McKenzie, E. 
llfarsh, A. Licence, and W. Baker.
JOHN. 

MUTUAL MEETINGS AT ZION, 
NEW CROSS. 

THE third anniversary of Mr. Thoe . 
.J oues's pastorate was observed on Tues
day, April 26th, when pastor P. Reynolds 
(Highbury) preached in the afternoon 
to a fairly large congreiration, who 
listened with much appreciation to an 
<iloquent exposition of the words," The 
Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy" /Jamesv.11). 

Tea was served in the upper school-

room to over I,iO friends, after whioh a 
public meeting was held in the chapel 
~r. I. R. Wakelin (Keppel-street) pre~ 
sided. 

Mr. Armstrong (Church Secretary) gave o. 
brief sketch of the year's work. Eight 
had been received into fellowabip :tnd 
three r~moved by death, special refer
ence bema made to the loss sustained by 
the Church in the decease of the pastor's 
beloYed wife. The Jubilee of the chapel 
had been commemorated by the rc11ovo.
t10~ of the building at a cost of £200, 
w_hicb was mised by the 1·e-opcning. 
£00 Juul been distributed in 1·elief to 70il 
needy cases, and £78 collected fpr the 
Christmas Dinner Fund. ,Altogether~ 
nearly £900 bad been raised during the 
year .. The Sunday-school and other 
:igenme~ all in good working order. 
Stevens Hymn-book Association in 

· c_om;iection with _the Church, was pub-· 
hshmg new and improved editions, o.nd 
the Churches at Chatham, Beccles o.nd 
Laxflcld had adopted it for their service . 
of praise. 

· The . chairman followed with a. 
stirring, loving . address, in his usual 
style •. · . 

Pastor Box spoke on the " Better· 
Covenant," which he contrasted with 
the old covenant of works, and showed 
while that was good, the new was· 
infinitely _superior, and might be called:. 
the best of all. 
.. Pastor Reynolds dilated on the 
··_Better Rope}' A hopeless life was nQt 
hfe at all, only a mere existence ; but. 
all hopes a:i;e not saving ones. No' 
ground for a saving hope to fix itself 
upon this side of heaven. It must fix 
itself. on that within the veil. The 
ceremonial law was not intended of 
itself to save, but to point out the way 
of sa.lvation. All the types under the 
old dispensation pointed to the grea.t 
salvation provided in the person of the 
Lord Jesus, and the use of the law was 
to bring into notice the better hope of 
the Gospel. This hope wa.e better thaii • 
all others, because of its sa.nctifying 
power, and its endurance. It was the 
clearest revelation of the Divine 
character, and the glory of eternity 
will be unfolded from the revelation of 
the ·cross. Thie better hope has an 
inspiring influi,nce upon all who catch 
eight of its glory, which shines through 
every cloud. 

Pastor White followed with the 
"Better Sacrifice," wHioh is so -because 
it satisfies justioe,/ives conscious peace 
to the believer, an is a way of access to 
the throne of God, and its power is 
lasting as eternity. 

Mr. A. J. Voysey brought forth a 
bundle of "Better Promises; " and 
pastor Jones wound up with a "Better 
Resurrection." 

A vote of thanks to the cha.irma.n, 
spea.kers, and the ladies who had charge 
of arrangements for tea., was proposed 
by Mr. Armstrong, and seconded by. the 
senior deacon, Mr. A. Norma.n, and 
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oordially agreed to, The oollections 
amounted to £H 3a., which, with the 
proceeds of the tea, and trays provided 
by the ladies, was handed to the pastor. 

SOUTH INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSION. 

The first half-yearly meetings were 
helrl on May 3rd, in Zion Chapel, New 
Cross-road. Pastor Thoe.Jones preached 
an appropriate sermon in the afternoon, 
which was followed by a tea and public 
meeting. The president, pastor P. 
Reynolds was in the chair ; and pastor 
Gray, of Gravesend, offered prayer. 

Pastor S. Gray, of Brighton, hon. sec., 
gave some interesting extracts from the 
reports furnished by the mission agents 
in the Tinnevelly district, showing that 
the Lord's blessing was resting upon the 
labours of His servants there, 

Mr. F. J. Catchpole, treasurer, stated 
that in the eight months· the Society 
had been in existence, £i;J8 had been 
eubeoribed, and there was even the 
prospect of more to follow. 

Addresses followed by the chairman, 
and pastors Marling (High Wycombe), 
T.ooke (Grundisburgh), and Jones, and 
M:r. L R. Wakelin. 

The collections amount!!d. to oirer £14. 

ZION BAPTIST CHAPEL, 
PECKHAM. 

· SUNDAY SCHOOL. ANNIVERSARY. 
THE revolution of the wheels of time 
brings to every soul its· quota of privi
lege and joy. To the child comes the 
varying experiences of childhood ; to 
the servant the heightening joys of 
servantship ; and to the aged the 
seasons which are foretastes of the 
future glory. Noris exemption known: 
for the sweet consolation to the Lord's 
people is: " Day unto d,i,y uttereth 
speech ; " and its voice says, unmis
takabl;r, "Our times are in His hand." 

To such as possess the love and the 
SPIRIT FOR SERVICE 

encouragement-that needed stimulus 
for earthly labour~happily alternates 
with its opposite; so that between the 
days of common tenour oft is inter
spersed culminating points where the 
heart rests and obtains renewed courage. 
For this, with the poet, we say-

" Praise, everlasting praise be paid 
To Him, that earth's foundation laid; 
Praise to the God whose strong decrees 
Sway the creation ,is He please," 

To those who have an untiring regard 
for the Lord's viney_ard, and strive, how
ever humbly, by His gracious help, to 
break the . 

the 19th anniversary of the Sabbath• 
school took place. 

The services-customary we believe 
to all our causes of truth-commenced 
by a special prayer-meeting at I 0, 
attended by both young and old. 

At 11, after the singing of William 
Winters' well - known anniversary 
hymn-
"Ble~s. Lord, the day, for this our annu,il 

meeting; 
Come, Jesus, come, and :.;hine in every 

breast," 
and prayer-the language of which 
expressed earnest and tender desire that 
the day might be a season of joy, and a 

TIME OF LOVE, 

Mr. J. Kingston delivered an excellent 
discourse from Gal. vi. 9. on ·' Well
doing," laying happy force on the 
exhortation-'' Let him that is taught 
in the Word communicate the Word." 

In the afternoon at 2.45 a Young 
People's service was held. presided over 
by our esteemed friend. "'Ir. Crowhurst, 
a former superintendent of the school. 
In the course of some remarks he feel
ingly referred to his recollections of 
twenty years ago, when with others, he 
wa.s the instrument of founding the 
present school. Following him interest
ing and instructive addresses were given 
by Messrs. Kingston and Rumsey. 

To an encouraging auditory in the 
evening, brother Kingston again 
preached an inspiring and discrimi
nating sermon from Luke x. 4:2, on 
"The one thing needful," showing in 
simple, homely words its teaching as 
being-I. Indication; II. Considera
tion; III.- Necessity; IV. Concentra
tion; V. ImmediatenesP, all the points 
of which, we trust, left their impress 
upon the minds of both young and old. 

On Wednesday, the 27th, the usual 
CONTINUATIVE GATHERING 

took place. In the afternoon at ,,.30, 
a large number of parents, scholars and 
friends-among whom we were glad to 
notice several from Streatham and 
other causes-partook of a tea kindly 
prepare.i by the lady friends of the 
cause. 

At 7 a. public meeting' was held, when 
our esteemed brother, Mr. J.Green, who 
occupied the chair, wa.s supported by 
brethren E. White, F. C. Holden, H. 
Dadswell, J. Clark, and E. Rumsey. 
After the giving out of that still old 
favourite hymn among Strict Baptists-

" Kindred in Christ for His dear sake," 
reading, and prayer, the report was 
read, and the adoption moved in hope
ful language by brother White, of 
Woolwioh. 

BREAD OF LIFE, Brother Holden, of Limehouse,-
to the tender in years, these thin!fS a.re whom we all rejoiced to see so far 
no myth. And it.was ours to rejo1oe to recovered in health-in seconding it, 
find it, in some measure, happily realised I remarked that he had boen to a.nni ver
by many, on Sunday, April 24th, when saries when there had been 
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NO CB I l,DREN PRESENT, 
and it rejoiced his heart to find so 
goodly 11, number present on this occa
sion. He was pleased with the appear
ance of things, pleased with the singing, 
and paid a kindly compliment to the 
superintendent for the care taken in 
teaching- the children the melodies 
which we had heard. 

Next came brother D&dswell, of 
Clapham. with an earnest, inspiriting 
address founded on "WP. shall reap if 
we faint not." one sentence of which we 
still retain : Pray for a blessing, and 

EXPECT THE BLESSING. 
A very sweet reminder this to all 
dependant souls. 

Our brother James Clark then fol
lowed with an interesting address, 
i;riven with some pleasantry, on a 
Wonderful House. after which Mr. 
Rumsey made some bright and telling 
remarks on Sunday Schools, and their 
effects. 

Altogether the services must be re• 
garded as among the most successful of 
latter years ; and as such we trust are 
an augury of much brightness in the 
future. Collections good. 

"In :ill the pa.ths through which we·ye 
What mercies we·ve enjoyed ! [passed 

And this sha.11 be our song at last, 
Cast down. but not destro-r__ed." 

J. KNIGHTS. 
East Dulwich. 

A GOOD GTFT GRATEFULLY 
RECEIVED. 

DEAR MR. EDITOR,-It is always 
pleasing to report the kindne~s of 
friends to their pastor. Thus, on March 
31st after the week-night service, the 
Church and congregation at Enon, 
Woolwich, presented the pastor, E. 
White, with a purse containing sixteen 
guineas as a mark of their esteem and 
affection after seven years' labours 
amongst them. This was presented by 
our brother D. Hitchcock with an 
earnest, loving address expressing the 
confidence felt in the pastor, and their 
prayerful desire for his future useful
ness in their midst. 

To this unexpected mark of their 
kindness the pastor responded with 
heartfelt gratitude, thanking them for 
their good wiehes, also the practical 
way in which they had shown their 
attachment to himself and his family, 
assuring them they each had his earnest 
prayers and services for their present 
and eternal welfare. E. WHITE. 

FAIRHA VEN.-lt will, we are sure, 
interest Olll' readers in the North of 
England to know there is a place of 
truth near the seaside in West Lanca
shire. Visitors to the sea.side during the 
summer will find this new place of wor
ship neat, clean, and comfortable. The 
building was erected from plans pre• 

pared by tbe well-known Lytham arch i
tect, Mr. T. C, Grimble, A.iU.B.A. The 
style of architecture is the Renna.is
sance, the front of the chapel is Ruabon 
terra-cotta. The chapel is 32ft. long 
:~6ft, wide, and l9½ft. high ; schoolroom'. 
2ift. long, ll½ft. wide; vestry lHft. 
long, 9ft. wide; ventilated by Boyie's 
patent air-pump ventilators and heated 
by hot-water pipes. The baptistry is 
under the platform, and is lined with 
white tiles. There is only a.bout :£80 
debt, which we have no doubt will be 
cle11red oft' in the summer, if not before. 
-JOHN. 

WEEPING, HOPING, REJOICING 
AT BLAKENHAM, SUFFOLK. ' 

BY MRS. M. A. MOORE. 
YARIOUS are the scenes through which 
Churches have to pass while here on 
earth. In the early pa.rt of this yea.r
viz., on January 27th, one of the most 
genial, Christ-like, consistent deacons 
that ever Church possessed, in the person 
of brother 

CHARLES SAVAGE, 
passed away from membership with the 
Church at Blakenham, and from all his 
loved one!!,. into the " many-mansioned 
home." .1:1.e had been for over forty 
years a humble follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ : hie end was triumphant. 
His mortal remains were interred in the 
burying ground belonging to Blaken
ha.m Chapel. Brother J. Grimwood, 
late pastor of Btonham Church, ably 
officiated. Many friends gathered to 
pay their last token of respect. Deceased 
leaves a widow and several children to 
mourn his losP, some of whom are 
travelling in the narrow way, May the 
Lord bless them all. We miss his 
smile ; we miPs his prayers and helpful 
wordP, but rejoice that our loss is his 
etema.l g-a.in. May the Lord· raise up 
others to fill the va.oant place. 

March 30th was a memorable day 
in the history of the Church at Blaken
ham. Speoia.l services were held, A 
prayer-meeting was held at 2.15 p.m., at 
the close of which another service was 
held, when pastor A. Morling, of Had
leigh, preached to us an excellent 
sermon from Num. x. 29: (I.) The 
joUl'ney, (II.) The destination, (III.) 
The invitation, (IV.) The argument. 

A public tea followed. 
At the evening meetinll' the ohapel 

was nicely filled. Brother W. Ling, of 
Ipswich, very ably presided, The hymn 
commencing, " Kindred in Obrist for 
His dear eake" was heartily sang. 
Brother J. Wright, of Ipswich, sweetly 
led us to the throne of grace. 

Brother W. H. Ranson, of Bomersham, 
spoke upon" Revivals." They inust, to 
be aucr·essful comefrmn God. 

Brother ii. Lock, from RishangleH, 
advanced some grand, sublime thoughts 
upon the" Love of God." 
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Brother H. Alexander spoke upon 
"Prayer : its direct course, aim, and 
objeot." 

Brother A. Morling took a review of 
the past; looked backed with gratitndeJ 
and forward with hope, believing ana 
hoping a brighter future was in store 
for the Ohurch at Blakenbam. 

A few suitable remarks by the presi
denthsinging, and benediction, brought 
this appy meeting to a close. 

The tone of the meeting was helpful 
and spiritual throughout. We thank 
God, and take courage. 

Previous to the meeting1 some new 
lamps, 100-candle power eacn bad been 
fixed inside the chapel. Collections 
taken towards paying for the lamps 
were very encouraging. 

We also gratefnllz_ acknowledge the 
kindness of Mr. J. Worby, of Claydon, 
who colleoted £1. 

Donations from four other friends, 
amounting to sixteen shillings, were 
also thankfully received. 

This little Church is grateful to God 
for thus blessing us, and constraining 
friends to be so e-enerons in helping us 
to procure new hghts. 

Brother H. All!J[&nder, late pastor of 
the Norton Ohuroh, has accepted a 
three mon~hs' call, with a view to the 
pastorate, from the Church at Blaken
ham, commencing on the first Lord's
day in April1 1898. Previous to the call 
he has preacned to us with much accept
ance on several occasions; our congre
gations have increased; two village 
stations have been re-opened for preach
ing, and have been filled to overflowin~. 
We are praying and watching for Gods 
blessing. 

Our cry is-" 0 Lord, send NOW 
prosperity." May the little one become 
a thousand, then, while our hearts shall 
rejoice, all the glori will be given to 
Him to whom a.lone 1t is doe. 

believeth in J esns bas passed from death 
onto life. After which, the school-room 
being filled with those who had partaken 
of spiritual food, sought natural food1 
and the ladies having provided a gooa 
tea, we satisfied the natural appetitP., 
The friends took a stroll in the garden 
of our friend, Mr. Woodbridge. which 
was, as usual, open to us. At six o'clock 
we returned to the chapel for the even
ing meeting, our dear brother Piggott 
<lately elected on the London County 
Council) taking the chair, gave out the 
good old hymn, 940 D.:,nham's, "Come 
Thon Fount of every blessing," and then 
lfave us a few thoughts on the words, 
' We will not forsake the house of our 

God." J, W. Banks followed with bis 
usual expressions of thankfulness for 
Divine mercies. Brother Belcher spoke 
on, "Our God and our Father." Brother 
Bowles followed with "Past, Present, 
and Future." Brother Hewett, on," Let 
the beauty of the Lord rest upon us." 
Our brother Piggott having to leave to 
catch his train, the pastor, W. E. 
Palmer, took the chair, and brother 
Marsh gave us a few experimental 
remarks, on the name Ebenezer, Prayer, 
Praise, singing being interwoven. The 
happy meeting was brought to a close 
with heartily singing," Jerusalem, my 
happy home." Prayer by brother 
Licence, and the benediction. Collections 
over :£10.-W. E. P. 

HALESWORTH.-Good Friday has 
been the day we held the pastor's anni
versary, but this year we are without 
one. Nevertheless, we held a meeting, 
and a good one too, and with good 
results. Our good brother, Mr. Garrett, 
pastor of the Church at Shelfanger, 
preached for us two glorious sermons, 
Christ-exalting ones, In the afternoon 
basing his remarks upon the words. " It 
is finished." The savour of this sermon 
we have not lost yet. Tea was provided. 

WALTHAM ABBEY (EBENEZER).- The evening service was as blessed as 
April 28th opened with falling showt.rs. the afternoon, the same glorous truths 
The day on which we hoped, with were set forth, "For by grace are ye 
many frienda, to commemorate the good- saved through faith, and that not of 
ness of our covenant God to 08 as a yourselves, it is the gift of God," was the 
·Church for 74 years, ou minds were keynote of our brother's remarks. As a 
filled with fear ; while we felt the Lord little Church we have great cause for 
was enriohing the earth with the much thankfulness to be favoured once more 
needed rain, yet human like, we wanted to enjoy such a happy day in the house 
the sun to shine 80 that friends from a of God. Collections exceeding those of 
distance might visit us. But as in times the previous year by some little. Bless 
past, we proved that God was better than God He can open the heart to honour 
all our fears; the rain ceased and when llim with our substance. Singing that 
the time to commence our service dear old hymn, 
arrived, a goodly company had gathered ·'Grace 'tis a charming sonnd, 
from Epping, Tottenham, Ponder's End, Harmonions to the ea.r," 
Enfield, London &o. Our beloved brought to a close another happy day, 
~rother Marsh, of Stratford, was helped We are also pleased to note we hope 
in the afternoon to tell out the old old shortly to have a baptizing service. The 
story, for ever telling yet untold, of the Lord is answering our prayers in gather
Work of our Divine Lord in the ing in those other sheep. May the Lord 
sa.lvation of sinners and impressed on I still go on to revive us, for all cur help 
our hearts, the fa~t, that he that must come from Him.-C. G. GREE:lif. 
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WELCOME HOME AND PRESEN. 
TATION TO MR. AND MRS. 
PEET, AT ZION, TROWBRIDGE. 

A .. WELCOME HOME ,, and congratula
tory tea meeting was held on Wednes
day, May +. at the Zion Chapel, to the 
pastor (Mr. Peet) and Mrs. Peet in 
connection with their recent marriage. 
About 1.;o persons sat down to tea. The 
tables were decorated with fiowE1rs, and 
presided over by MiRs Applegate, Mrs. F. 
Grist. Mrs. Hanley, Mrs. Merritt, Mrs. J. 
Smith, Mrs. Eyles, the Misses Summers, 
Beaven, Lane. and others. Mr. Applegate 
took the chair at the public meeting, 
and after singing the 11th hymn 
(Gad.sby's), Mr. Frederick Grist engaged 
in prayer. The chairman then explained 
the purpose of the meeting, and asked 
Mr. and Mrs. Peet's acceptance of a 
silver-plated Qaeen Anne tea. and coffee 
service, which had been freely sub
scribed for by the Church, congregation, 
and Sabbath-school. 

The Committee of Selection, who had 
obtained the free contributions of the 
friends were :-Messrs. Applegate, Grist, 
and F. Grist, with Miss Applegate, :Miss 
Summers, Miss D. Jones, and Miss 
Caines. 

Mrs. Peet was also asked to accept a. 
special gift for herself-viz., a lady's 
silk-lined work table. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Peet thanked the 
friends in a. warm and hearty manner 
for the kind gifts and the many ex
pressions of loving oongra.tnlations they 
had received. 

The pastor (Mr. Peet) rejoiced, in the 
continua.nee of the steadfastness of the 
people in those truths conveyed to them 
by the clear revea.lings of the Holy 
Ghost, the chapel having been built for 
the declaration of the same by him who, 
in God's gracious hand, was the founder 
of the cause-the late dear Mr. War
burton. Since the buildin!l" of the 
chapel upwards of 900 have Joined the 
Church. 

Short speeches followed by various 
friends, and a. profitable and pleasant 
meeting was brought to a close at 9.30 
by_pra.yer by the pastor, 

The following was composed by a 
member of the Church:-" Welcome 
Home to Mr. and Mrs. Peet, after their 
marriage on April 19th, 1898." 
May your life"s path by God's own smile be 

brightened, 
And may His richest blessing on you come, 

Your every care by Him be ever lightened, 
This is my wish for you-"my welcome 

home:· 
Ye are His children, and to you He's spoken, 

For you He'll care, and ever mindful be ; 
Oh, well you know His Wo1·d is never ' 

broken. 
'Tis well. whatever trials you may see. 

Here weal with woe is ever closely blended; 
But in the land berond yon azure dome 

Ye shall llnd rest, al sorrow sweetly ended 
And ye shall ha Ye your Father's welcome 

home. 

RECOGNITION OF 
MR. JOHN P. GIBBENS, AT 

EBENEZER,TOTTENHAM. 
THIS place of worship is nicely situated 
in Napier-road, Philip-lane, Tottenham, 
about eight minutes' walk from Totten
ham Cross. 

Interesting services were held here 
on Wednesday, May 4, 1898, when our 
brother Gibbens was publicly recognised 
as pastor, at the hearty, united, and 
unanimous wish of the Church. 

Since Mr. Gibbens has been preaching 
at Ebenezer, there has been a steady 
improvement in the number of wor
shippers; the chapel has been nicely 
done up, the pulpit altered, and every
thing has a plea.sing and hopeful 
appearance. Best of all, the week-nie;ht 
prayer-meeting has very greatly in
creased, whioh prove to be truly spiritual 
sea.sons. 

On the afternoon of the above-named 
date brother John Box, of Soho pre
sided. Brother F. C. Holden sta~ the 
nature of a Gospel Church, and at the 
request of brother Box, brother Gibbens 
narrated his call by grace, and to the 
ministry. Brother Box having ex, 
pressed his satisfaction, gave the newly
elected pastor, Church, and congrega
tion some excellent counsel and advice. 
The p_eople stood up and praised God in 
the Doxology, and thus, with a few 
words of prayer, the afternoon service 
was brought to a close. Tea was quickly 
served, and 

THE EVENING MEETING 
commenced by singing, " Come, Thou 
Fount of every blessing." The chair
man, John W. Banks, read the Scrip• 
tures, and brother Licence offered 
prayer. J. W. B. spoke of his being 
present at the recognition of the former 
pastor, brother House, and his long• 
standing friendship with him; it was 
evident his work was done at Ebenezer, 
but the Lord had found him another 
sphere of work, and wished him God's 
blessing. After a. few other remarks, at 
the req nest of the chairman, 

Brother Gibbens gave the leadings of 
Divine Providence in directing his steps 
to Tottenham. This being confirmed by 
brother Bartholomew, and ratified by 
the members of the Church rising to 
their feet, 

Brother Holden, in a sacred, yet 
forcible manner, united hands of pastodr 
and deacons with suitable words, an 
proceeded to offer the Ordination 
Prayer. The solemn silence of the 
large assembly was then l;lroken by 
singing 

"All hail the power of Jesus' n11me, 
Let angels prostrate fall ; 

Bring forth the royal di11dem, 
And crown Him Lord of all I" 

Unwittingly, it appeared, the congrega· 
tion gave forcible emphasis to the 
concluding line of ea.oh verse. 
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Brother Edward Mitchell, of Cha.d
well-street, proceeded to give the oha.rge 
to the pastor. His fatherly words, 
feelingly told out, formed from a 
long ministerial experience, and founded 
on God's Word (by the gracious Spirit's 
influence), went home to the heart of all 
present; and many said," It ought to 
be printed." 

Brother Ja.mes Clark, with his warm 
heart and clarion voice, addressed some 
excellent words to the Ohurch on 
"Encourage him." 

Brother E. White, of Waolwich, 
followed with some excellent admo
nitions to pastor, Church, and congre
gation, which formed an excellent 
peroration to the day's services. 

Brother Gibbens, with a soft heart 
and moist eye, thanked God and all 
kind friends for their counsel, friend
ship, and help, and 

Brother George Lovelock, of Elim, 
closed with pra.yer.-JOHN, 

[We shall (D.v.), later on, give a 
portrait and sketch of brother 
Gibbens ; for this reason we have 
omitted his origin, call by g-ra.ce, to 
the ministry, &c.-J. W. B.] 

OUR CHURCHES. -PROVIDENCE 
CHAPEL, NORWICH. 

A CORRECTION, 
To the Editor oJ the "E. V. &: G. H.'' 

MY DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-In the 
brief obituary notioe of my beloved 
mother, which appeared in the February 
number of the VESSEL of this year, 
reference was me.de to the Strict Baptist 
Chapel, Cherry-lane, Pitt-street, Nor
wich, a.s being closed, At the time it 
was written it was true ; but at the 
present time, we a.re ~lad to sa.yt it is 
incorrect. Being privileged to be m the 
vicinity on the 9th, we were led in the 
direction of the "old sanctuary," and 
were delighted to discover evidences of 
life in the form of renovation !fOing on, 
Besides this, we rejoiced in the mforma.
tion imparted to us by a good brother 
that the ea.use had been re-opened since 
Lord's-day, February 13th, both Sundays 
and Tuesday evenings for public wor
ship, with some prospect of oontinu
a.noe. 

The chapel is a very capacious one, 
and capable of a.coommoda.ting a large 
audience. Considering its traditions
its prosperity in the years now gone
with the fa.et that it is situated in a 
populous pa.rt of a rapidly-growing 
city, there is room for it, and great 
need for its existence. May we suggest 
to those of our friends who may be 
visiting Norwich during the holiday 
season that their presence with the 
friends there will be very helpful and 
encouraging to them. At present 
various brethen, resident in the neigh
bourhood, a.re, with acceptance, supply-

ing the pulpit. May the Master smile 
upon them, and crown their efforts to 
"keep open the gates," with success. 

Yours heartily in Gospel bonds, 
J. KNIGHTS. 

East Dulwich, 8.E. 

RISHANGLES-JUBILEE OF MR. 
GEORGE HARRIS. 

BY W. LING, 
ON Wednesday, April 27th, 1898, a large 
number of friends gathered together at 
the Baptist Chapel, to celebrate the long 
ministerial oversight and pastorate of 
Mr. George Harris, about 52 years. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Bage, of Stoke 
Ash, preached an appreciated discourse 
from the words of the Master to His 
disciples (Matt. ix. 37, 38). Tea was 
served at five o'clock, many partaking 
of the "cup that cheers, but not 
inebriates." 

A public meeting was held in the 
evening under the presidency of a 
member of the Church, Mr. W. Ling, of 
Ipswich. 

After reading the Scriptures and 
prarer, a statement was read by the 
cha.ll'Illan of the origin and progress of 
the Church, and referring to the time so 
far as it can be gathered when the 
Gosl)el was first preached in the village 
by Nonconformist ministers. 

The first chapel was built by the 
united efforts of Baptists and Indepen
dents in 1841, Mr. Harris becoming 
connected with the friends in 1846. The 
chapel soon had to be enlarged ; a 
Church bein~ formed, first as a branch 
from Grund1sburgh, and on May 1st, 
1849, Mr. Harris formally accepted the 
pastorate. God blessed his efforts, the 
work prospered, the chapel again be
came too small, so that the old structure 
was replaced b¥ a larger and more com
modious buildmg, which was opened 
October 1st, 1862, an immense number 
gathering upon that occasion. 

The chairman having finished his 
statement of the history of the Church, 
called upon brother Tooke, of Grundis
burgh, to address the meeting, who said, 
"he had learnt. while sitting on that 
platform, why he had received an in
vitation to be among them that evening. 
Grundisburgh was in a measure, the 
pa.rent of this Church." They were not 
simply one in Jesus Christ, but he. Mr. 
Tooke, had a fellowship with them as 
belonging to a Church to which they 
formerly belonged. Fifty years' ministry 
to one people seemed a stupendous task. 
and he asked himself what the secret of 
so long a ministry could be. He was 
not there to applaud man's work, but 
he wished from his heart the richest of 
God's blessings for their aged brother. 
And he ventured to say that could Mr. 
Harris have been with them he would 
have told them that the secret of his 
long ministry was this:·' Having, there-
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fore, obte.ined help of God~ I he.ve oon
tinued unto this de.y." He ne.d reme.ined 
stee.dfe.st in the se.me glorious Gospel, 
loving the se.me Se.viour e.nd pree.ohing 
the B11,me gre.nd truths with which he 
bege.n. 

Brother We.rd. of Le.xfield, next 
e.ddressed the meeting and expressed 
ihe plea.sure it ge.ve him to be present 
to show his love and sympe.thy with 
their le.te pe.stor. In oonnection with 
the sepe.re.tion between them and Mr. 
He.rris, no doubt they he.d some anxiety 
with rege.rd to the future; he urged 
them not to be disooure.ged, for they he.d 
the se.me inexhe.ustible fulness of 
Divine gre.ce to resort to the.t had made 
the ministry of their loved brother 
what it he.d been to many souls. He 
wished them every blessing and 
impressed upon them the necessity of 
being a. working Church. 

Brother Lock. who has for some 
months supplied the pulpit at Rish
a.ngles, 811,id. he he.d been thinking of 
Mr. Harris as he B11,t in his room, in 
great pa.in often, and of the unspeakable 
privilege he must have, peculiar to 
Christians at his time of life, who he.d 
been in such close communion with 
God. He (M.r. Harris) had seen all the 
changes that he.d come into the Church 
during his long ministry, but among all 
the changes there had been no change 
in the God he he.d served. 

Brother Debnam, of Horha.m, followed 
with a. spirited address, in which he 
expressed the plea.sure it gave him to 
take pa.rt in those services. He he.d 
known their pastor for many years, and 
it had been his privilege to assist him 
there on several occasions. Their pastor 
had done what he could a.s long a.s he 
could. His work. a.s fa.r a.s his ministerial 
duties were concerned, wa.s finished, a.nd 
he was ree.dy for his reward. 

Brother Ba.ge, of Stoke Ash, in 
addressing the meeting ea.id, " Whilst 
they were glorifying God for the minis
trations of Mr. Harris, they must not 
forget that their Church he.d another 
fifty years before it, a.nd it was .God's 
order in the Church a.nd in the world 
that the brea.d of life should be broken 
by living ministers. He ha.d long felt 
that God had a work for brother Lock 
to do somewhere, a.nd if in His wisdom 
and love He should make them feel that 
their brother was ordained of Him to 
spee.k the Gospel of the grace of God to 
them, he trusted the blessing would be 
as great &B it had been under Mr. Ha.rris. 

The cbairma.n, before closing, Teferred 
in feeling terms to the increasing in
firmities which prevented Mr. Harris 
from being with them, and rema.rked 
that it wa.s a singular coincidence tha.t 
not only was that the jubilee of .Mr. 
Harris's pastorate, but also the jubilee 
of the Church itself. And he thought 
they ought not to let that jubilee pa.as 

by without recognising in some ta.ngible 
forml the services of the brother who 
had aboured eo long amongst them. 
Some of their friends he.d thought it 
would be wiee to try and do something 
for him, so they he.d been at work, and 
with the assistance of many kind and 
sympathetio outside friends he.d raised 
the sum of :£112 ls. 6d. for Mr. Harris, 
with which he trusted his declining 
days would be comforted. 

Special hymns and anthems were sung 
by the choir, assisted by friends from a 
distance; and here it may be mentioned 
tha.t:the singing at Risha.ngles Chapel 
ha.s always been of a.n uncommon order, 
ma.inly through the efforts of the late 
pastor, who has trained a large number 
of singers, and who was, as one of the 
speakers remarked, himself, "crammed 
full of music." 

The doxology and benediction closed 
a very successful commemoration meet
ing. All praise to the Great Hee.d of 
the Church. 

POULNER (NEAR RINGW00D).-On 
Thursday, April 14th, we held our 
annual Church meeting. After tea., the 
pastor (E. Diffey) presided. We sung 
" Begone unbelief," read Psalm cxv. an:i 
implored the Divine blessing. The 
report given by the pastor shewed that 
the work of the Lord wa.s being carried 
on in faith and hope. It is now ten 
years since our late pastor wa.s called 
up higher, to the great loss of the Churoh. 
However, the Lord has carried on His 
work amongst us, and we a.re sure that 
His love will be the ea.me towards us in 
the future and His word knows no 
cha.na:e. We believe that the Gospel 
needs no addinJ, to by man to make it 
attractive, for 1t is as much "the power 
of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth" now, as ever. We should 
rejoice in seeing e.dditions to the Church, 
and are pleading for this at the throne. 
One b;y- one of the former members 
are bemg called hence. Oh I to see 
others being "baptized for the dead." 
Encouraging words were given by 
brethren E. J. Lawrence, of Potterdown, 
M. C. Taylor (Ringwood) Mr. Brewer 
(deacon), with other friends. The meet• 
ing closed with singing and pra.yer.
E. DIFFEY. 

BROMLEY, KENT (COLLEGE SLIP), 
-At 3.15, on Tuesday afternoon, Ma.y 
3rd, a goodly company gathered together 
to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the 
opening of the place for Divine worship, 
when brother E. Marsh, of Stratford, 
preached an excellent sermon from lee.. 
xlix. 16, dividing his text thus :-(1) 
The believer's security by saci·~fiae and 
intercession; (2) Companionship; (3) 
The Saviour's ever watchful care over 
His Church ; after which many partook 
of tea, kindly given and served by lady 
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friends, Again in the evening, at 6.15, 
the friends assembled together. G. F. 
Gray, Esq., of the Surrey Tabernaole, 
presided, announoing the hymn}" Come1 
Thou Fount of every b easing,' 
read Psa, xxiii. , and brother Weeks 
sought the Divine blessing. An en
oouraging report was read, expressing a 
hope that at this meeting we might 
olear :£4 due for the renovation of the 
chapel. Brethren E. Marsh, E. White, 
and E. W. Flegg, gave excellent ad
dresses. The chairman gave a good 
exposition upon I Sam. xvi. 11, "Send 
and fetch him," shewing most conclu
sively how that God is, and was always, 
the Alpha and ·Omega in a sinner's 
salvation. Collections (amounting to 
more than the expressed hope), 
:£6 7s. ()½d. Another Ebenezer we raise 
in the history of this cause, again 
realising a demonstrative proof that 
our God shall supply all our needs, 
ao,;,ording to His riches in glory, by 
Christ Jesus. To whom be all the 
praise. Amen.-J. ASPINALL, 

THE BENEVOLENT FUND OF 
THE M.A. S, B. C. 

'"SOHO," SHAFTESBURY AVENUE. 
PASTOR'S BENEVOLENT FUND, 

AT a meeting on Tuesda;r May 17th, 
pastor E. White, of Woolw1oh, preached 
in the afternoon from I Cor. ix. 11, "If 
we have sown unto you spiritual things, 
is it a great thing if we shall reap your 
carnal things?" We had a thorough 
spiritual and practical discourse. We 
only wish that more friends had been 
there to hear it. Our brother divided 
his text into the following heads :
" The blessinirs which are brought ; " 
" Spiritual things · " " What is expected 
in return from the Church;" "Carnal 
things ; " "The grounds on whioh this 
expectation is based;" "It is of Divine 
appointment." 

Teo. followed, after which we met 
again in the chapel, when 

Pastor T. Jone!'J. of New Cross-road, 
presided. The word was read, and 
pastor Gibbens, of Tottenham, engaged 
in_prayer. 

Brother Jones gave an excellent ad
dress founded on the words, "Despiae 
not the day of small things.'' After 
whioh he called on the secretary, 

Pastor G. W. Thomas, to make a 
Rtatement, who touched upon the words, 
"Bear ye one another's burdens." He 
opened up the fact of the need of such 
a fund. Spoke of minister\!' burdens ; 
of their inability to lay by for old age, 
or make provision for loved ones if 
taken home ; urged all to do their best 
for the fund, and stated that the fund 
had reached the sum of over :£160 (cash), 
and promises. 

Brother Mutimer followed with an 
able address from the words, "For the 
love of Christ constraineth us," leading 

us to contemplate Christ as the "alto
gether lovely." 

Brother White said we are planting a. 
tree, and do not know what it may 
grow into ; and regarded the fund as a 
bond to bind us all closer to the 
Association, and ministers to their 
people. 

Brother Box observed that the fund 
was the natural outgrowth of the 
Association ; also that those who ureach 
the Gospel must live by the Gospel, 
ur(!"ing the friends to think of these 
things. 

A vote of thanks to the friends a.t 
Soho for the use of the chapel, and the 
ladies for providing the tea., was moved 
by Mr. J. J. Fromow, and seconded by 
Mr. A. J. Robbins ; and our happy and 
profitable evening was brought to a 
close by singing, ·' Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow." 

We feel that we can lift up our hearts 
in gratitude to our covenant Lord for 
leadin!l: our friends to support our 
pastors Benevolent Fund so heartily. 
May many hear our Lord say to them, 
"Go and do thou likewise." 

WATFORD TABERNACLE. - On 
Wednesday, April 27th, special services 
were held in connection with the }Ianse 
Fund. Mr. Bush oreached in the after
noon from Psa. li:xxiv. 11, 12, and wa.s 
led to exalt our Lord and His Christ. 
The character was dwelt open and 
the trust, and then the blessings in 
Christ. We have blessings in their 
fulness. adaptations in their order ; 
grace first and then glory, A sweet 
time we spent with our Lord. Tea was 
then enjoyed. In the evening,our busy 
pastor, G. W. Thomas, presided, and 
opened the meeting with an address on 
"The conditions of power;" and brother 
Hodges, of Bedmond, prayed. Mr. C. 
Goodson then addressed the meeting 
from the words, " The Lord loveth a 
cheerful giver." Mr. Bush followed on 
the "Service of God," speaking of 
David bringing up the Ark of the 
Covenant to Jerusalem as a memorial, 
and of the appointment of a recorder. 
He went on to speak of the Holy Spirit 
as a Recorder, and of our need to record 
our Lord's mercies to us. Mr. Chilvers 
spoke on " The house hallowed by the 
presence of God," and led us to contem
plate the house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. Mr. C. Bailey 
followed with " Praise ye the Lord; " 
giving us reasons for praise, salvation, 
keeping, applying. Our pastor stated at 
the close of the meeting that 011er £300 
had been raised. One dear friend gave 
:£30 on condition that another £30 
should he raised that evening. Needless 
to say it was done. We no.w rejoice 
that ou'r debt is now only £300, a.nd we 
are sure that He who has helped us will 
help again, and that ere long the whole 
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of our buildings will be free from debt. 
"To Him be 11.ll the glory." Amen. 

KEN'TISH TOWN. - Camden High 
Schools. On Good Friday, April 8th, 
Mr. P. Reynolds, of Highbury, de
livered an exoellent discourse to a 
g-oodly number of friends, which was 
heartily enjoyed, after which a very 
substantial tea was provided. In the 
evening a public meeting was held, 
presided over by Mr. F. Newman, whose 
opening remarks were much appreciated. 
Several ministerial brethren were 
present, and spoke well, so that all 
retired from this little hill of Zion. 
having truthfully experienced a season 
of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord.-P. HARROW. 

IPSWICH (BETRESDA).-Our usual 
chapel anniversary services were held 
on Lord's-day, April 24th, the appointed 
preacher for the day being our brother, 
Mr. E. White, of Woolwich. He was 
greatly helped throughout the day in 
extolling a precious Christ, and he was 
welcomed amongst us as an old friend, 
having preached to us on two former 
occasions, viz., school anniversary ser
vices, 1894 and 1895. Our prayer is that 
his message received from the Lord may 
be made manifest as having been 
received with joy and result in profit to 
the souls of many and redound to the 
glory of God. Our pastor, Mr. Kern, 
was not with us on the day named, the 
friends at Reading- asking for his ser
vices. Should his efforts there be crowned 
with blessing and prove fruitful in the 
ingathering of pr3cious souls, we will 
oniy sa.y, ·' Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless His holy 
name.'' 

Our Australian Column. 
GLENELG. 

DEAB BROTHER,-Grace, mercy, and 
peace be with thee. After reading 
December Earthen Vessel (18!l7), I felt 
such a union to dear brother Mitchell, 
that it is a privilege to write you. And 
why should not one who has been called 
by sovereign grace, and has the same 
Gospel brought to his poor heart write 
and comfort the Editor, who is a man of 
like passion as myself, often ca.st down 
by the way? I read in the Word," Where
fore comfort one another with these 
words." I felt especially thankful to 
God for raising you up again. 

When I read of your esteemed father 
(I often heard him preach in Kent), and 
Mr. Winters being called home, I knew 
God needed them in a higher sense than 
we have any conception of. 

I, in this far off land, do look for the 
YESHEL to arrive; we know when it is 
due-I say we, because there are others 
as well as myself look for it. 

It is a mercy our gracious God,·when 
the curse was pronounced upon our 
guilty race, did not cast us oft' from His 
presence, but chose a people that should 
show forth His glory ; sent His Son to 
die for the redeemed race. 

The Father might choose, and the 
Son might die, and we should have been 
ignorant of our inheritance, but the 
third Person in the Trinity, He comes 
and tells us all about the glorious trans
action covenanted in eternity, bringin/! 
us into fellowship with the Father ana 
His Son Jesus Christ, so that none of 
His dear people should make a mistake 
abont it, 

We have had, and still are having bad 
sea.sons, and other calamities are t~ing 
place ; men's hearts are failing them for 
fear. In Europe also events are trans
piring ever and anon, that make the 
living in Jerusalem cry unto their God. 
But the vast crowds go on.from day to 
day regardless of any of these events
bent on the _pleasures of this world ; and 
(I believe), like it was in the times of 
Noah, it is comin(f to pass in these latter 
days; may God give us grace to bear in 
mind the injunction, 

" I SAY UNTO ALL, W ATCR," 
With all that is going on in the world, 
He, the great God that made the 
universe, still upholds all things by the 
word of His power (and it only needs a 
.word-He spake and it was done, He 
commanded and it atood fast). He still 
reigns and says, "Thus far shalt thou 
go and no further," 

"All must come and last and end, 
As shall please our Heavenly Friend." 

Not a sparrow can fa.II to the ground 
without His notice. 

I shall go on praying that the VESSEL 
may continue to be made a . blessing to 
many who are still sitting in solitude
that they may be cheered bv its con
tents. It does exert an intluence for 
good in bringing before the Church 

PLAIN GOSPEL TRUTHS 
(whioh would be obsouredand not under
stood), in counteracting that Romish 
and High Church of England rubbish, 
in altar and vestment worship, and 
leaving out the Christ that died on the 
altar, 

The God of this world blinds the eyes 
of them that believe not, with Arminian 
nonsense, but it will all be frustrated, 
and God's children can still trust Him 
who has led them these forty years in 
the wilderness, Blessed truth, " He that 
is for us is more than all that are 
against us." 

Yours in the best of bonds, 
ALFRED NORLEY, 

BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND. 
In -a letter, dated Ma.rob 30th, 1898, 

pastor John Kingsford, says: Mr. James 
Mote iij here; being very ill in bed, I 
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could .not entertain him as I should 
have liked. He spent Sunda7 at Jireh, 
and preached in the mormng to the 
comfort and edification of the friends. 

I have been trying to review the past 
from the time I was six years of age, 
but the mercies are so numerous that I 
am overcome with a sense of gratitude, 
"Bless the Lord, oh my soul." 

This evening there is to be a tea meet
ing at Jireh, in honour of ourselves. I 
trust it will be one where the Lord shall 
have all the praise. 

It is thirty-seven years to,day since 
we landed in Brisbane. viz , 30th March, 
1861, and on the 2nd Sunday of April, 
following, I commenced to preach in a 
sort of slied, and from that day to this 
have continued, with but few excep
tions. Out of which. came the first few 
friends who formed" Jireh." In August, 
1862, the foundation of the chapel was 
laid, and on the 10th December, same 
year, chapel was finished, on which day 
I accepted the pastorate. Thus it stands, 
nearly two years minister, thirty-five 
years pastor. "By the grace of God, I 
am what I am." and becir.use He has sus
tained me to this day. To-morrow we 
are to have a special Church meeting, 
when I shall mtimate to the friends 
my resignation as soon as they can find 
a successor. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE ninety-first annual meeting was 
held on Monday afternoon, May 9th, in 
the Mansion House. The Egyptian Hall 
was crowded, and among the supporters 
of the Lord Mayor. who was aooom
pir.nied by the Lady Mayoress, were 
Messrs. J. Piggott, L.C.C., R Link, G. F •. 
Gray, A. Boulden, T. Green, T. Carr, W, 
Abbott, J. Hodges1 E. Marsh, F. O. 
Holden, H. T. Chilvers, J. Bush, and 
many other representatives of Churches. 

*•* 
The report was an encouraging one, 

and many interesting particulars of the 
work of the Society were given. _During 
the last eighteen years its operations 
have nearly doubled, £10,600 per annum 
being now distributed amongst the 1,457 
recipients. The four homes, in which 
180 dwell, also entail a very considerable 
annual expenditure. * ,. 

The Lord Mayor ;,armly commended 
the Society to the sympathy and support 
of all who desired the welfare of the 
Lord's aged poor, and emphasisP.d the 
fact that the Society made investigations 
before rendering help, a feature in its 
work that commended it to his mind 
and support. 

* * 
The Bishop of Ex~ter, in an excellent 

speech, illustrated the characters of 
aged pilgrims by a reference to the 
possessors of faith nam€d in Hebrews 

xi. In the course of his arldress, he 
said that the Divine Lord, who had left 
His people ~o many priceless legacies, 
had ber1ueathed few things more sacred 
than the privilege of ea.ring for His 
poor, service to whom was to count as 
service to Himself. 

" * 
Mr. A. J, Baxter.I ~f Eastbourne, Mr. 

G. Wilmshurst, or Croydon, and other 
friends gave most interesting addresses. 
A liberal collection was ta.ken and the 
meeting closed with a vote of thanks to 
the Lord Mayor, moved by Mr. W. H. 
Collingridge, and ~econded by the 
Treasurer, Mr. W. ,J, Parks. 

Past and Passing Events. 
Hilperton.-Brother Ja.mes Ha.eking, 

on his recent visit to Bradford-on-Avon, 
preached at Hilperton on the Tuesday, 
March 15; some from Trowbridge were 
present. "It was,.g~od to be there." 

Suffolk and Noif9lk HomP Jli.~-3ion 
are to hold their annual meeting this 
year at Keppel-street Chapel, on June 7. 
We hope friends will rally in good 
numbers on behalf of this excellent 
institution, 

* ,. 
Stonham.-Broth:r Ling, of Oocold, 

still ministers to us the word of life. 
After ten years the pool has been opened, 
and he has baptised one dear sister-a 
seal to his ministry, j.Hr. Lingo has been 
instrumental in rousing the Church to 
love, prayer, and diligence. 

* * 
" Our brother J~ Battson. so well 

known as 'a supply,' was ta.ken home, 
April 7. He was in Church-fellowship 
with brother Cornwell at Brixton 
Tabernacle,"-B. W. 

* * 
Ra11isgate.-The ;ood folk formerly 

meeting in Albert-street have found it 
necessary to close the doors. Some ha7e 
gone back to Mount Zion. We hope and 
pray that God's cause in Ramsgate may 
flourish ; this must be the case if they 
unitedly observe the injunction cf Psa. 
oxxii. 

* * * Sujf'olk and Xvrfolk _!ssociation, hold 
their annual meetings this year, June 
8th and 9th, at Ipswich. Tent pitched 
near railway station. (See advt.) 

* .. • Lockwood-'' I am sure you will be 
glad to hear that the Lord has lifted up 
the light of His countenance upon us at 
dear old Rehoboth. and has sweetly con
strained six to walk in the watery way 
of His command. We had 

* • • A glorious day, April 24th, morning 
text, Matt. xxviii. 18-20; evening, Luke 
xxiv. 29. Again on Wednesday, Acts i:s:. 
18. We thank Him. These a.re the 
answer of many prayers. 
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Report says there have been inpther
ings at Slaithwaite and at • Zion,' 
Aoorington ; of the numbers I have no 
information, but glad to leam one of 
those ba.ptized a.t the former place, is 
the son of pastor Thomas Jones, of New 
Cross.-DAYID SMITH." . . 

• Tfl.e St?-ict Bapti~t Mission.-We a.re 
requested to state that brother Hutchin
son is preaching to the soldiers and hold
ing Bible-classes, and brother Booth is 
preaohing to the n:t~ves in Tamil. 

A gentleman is in• England from the 
Tinnevelly (in Government servioe), 
who speaks most highly of our two 
brethren.-S. T. B. .. .. 

"It is well with "'us at Watford. I 
wish it was so with all the Churches." 
Amen. ... 

Denkarn's Selecti~n of Hy'llins.-The 
first edition of this Hymn Book was 
published sixty-one years a.go on the 
first of la.st month (May 1, 1898). The 
proper title is "The Saints' Melody," 
very appropriate, though seldom used. ... 

The great -Std;man, Mr, William 
Ewart Gladstone, passed a-way very 
peacefully, May 19, 1898, surro1rnded by 
his wife and family, For some ~s he 
was apparently unco~ 11Jif", • Is 
observed to be much iL_ -,.;~. i,f · •'Jt 
of Ages cleft for me '· 11.. • 1s 
favourite hymn~. ;;r_..,.,-

einnt ~01tf,1.~ 
SA..llC-EL STOTESBC-RY' eni,ered the rest 

that remaineth for the people of God, in 
August. 1897, aged 73. lily friend Samuel was 
a man of prayer. In the 50's, Jacob's Island, 
Dockhead, and the courts in that vicinity, 
could testify to the earnestness and fervency 
of his prayers while be pleaded with the 
Lord on behalf of the inhabitants of that sin
stricken neighbonrbood-one of the dark 
spot, of the Metropolis. Samuel Stotesbury 
was superintendent of Albion-street Sunday
school for hventy 1·es.rs. and bis appearance 
among the young was an inspiration. Should 
a scholar be ill, it was his delight to go and 
ta.lk and pray with such. The late James 
Fenton, pastor of a Strict Baptist cause in 
Bermondsey, used to tell me bow much he 
enjoyed the prayers of deceased. Yes, my 
friend Samuel was a man of prayer. But 
Samuel Stotesbury was also a man of praise. 
Self-tangbt, yet an accomplished musician; 
in the chapel, in the school, in the street, bis 
melodious Yoice was heard in praising God. 
·· A musician of no mean order" (Sunday
ochuul Cl,roniclc). I look back with pleasure 
on the happy times we spent together. 
Samuel and I for years worked at the hand 
press on the EAUTHEN VESSEL. Many times 
toiling 36 hours continuously to produce 
"THE VESSEL." in time. At in•ervals for 
"luncheon" Sam and I (he witr ·iolin, and 
I with violincello), would ho.Ye = verse or 
two," and ·"fwyiord." •· Westbury Leigh," 
u,nd such-like ·· old fashioned" tunes, 
occupied our attenti~n. S,imuel Stotesbury 

and hi• brother, John Stoteabury, were 
frequent worshippers with the late Mr. J. L. 
Meares, at New Church-strceti Bermondsey. 
Samuel with his violin and John with bis 
clarionette, led the service o[ prnlse and 
listened with pleasure to the preaching of 
Mr. Meere•. Paralysis and partial detbrone
~en~ of reason during the last few years of 
bis life took a firm hold of bis constitution 
and eventually brought him to yield up bis 
spirit to the bands or bis Maker, and now 
around the throne of God in heaven be 
sinlV! more sweet, more loud, the song of the 
redeemed.-JOHN. 

SARAH FARROW.-We regret to have to 
record the death of a beloved and valued 
Snnday-school teacher, Miss Sarah Farrow 
who for many years bad laboured with un~ 
tiring zeal in ourmidstatBethesda,Ipswicb, 
and always appeared most happy when 
engaged in teaching the dear children con
cerning those truths so dear to her own soul 
and which, in her last moments, helped t~ 
alleYiate her -sufferings, and enabled her to 
testify to the faitbfnlness of a loving Saviour 
and, whilst unconscions, to sing to His 
praise. She was baptized by Mr. Kem in 
September, 1886, and it was a singular 
co!ncidence the last time she worshipped 
with ns was September 5, 1897. Her illriess 
made it necessary to seek surgical aid at the 
Homrepathlc Hospital in .. Great Ormond
street. This, for a time, proved successful· 
but reiapsea followed, and despite the efforts 
of skilled men. who did their utmost to 
restore her to health and strength again, it 
was not the will of the Lord that it shonld 
be so, for she quietly fell asleep in Jesus on 
Satnrday morning, March 26, 1898, to be for 
ever 

"Frae from a. world of grief and sin, 
. ·with God eternally shut in." 

Her dear mother was with her at the last, 
and the verse so oft repeated was expressed 
as most suitable in her case:-

" One gentle sigh her fetters broke, 
We scarce could say she's gone, 

Before her ransomed spirit took 
It's mansion near the throne." 

The mortal remains were brought to Ipswich, 
and interred in the cemetery on Thursday, 
March 31st, Mr. W. Kern (her dear pastor) 
officiating. A large number of friends 
assembled to pay a last token of ·respect; 
also on the Sunday evening following, at the 
chapel, when the pastor referred to the 
departed in terms of highest regard, speak
ing of her as a "brand" plucked from the 
burning, and prayed earnestly that all who 
knew her might be saved with an ever
lasting salvation, and at last meet around 
the great white throne. Onrbeloved brother. 
S. T. Farrow (the school secretary), feels the 
loss of his sister very mnch. Our sympathies 
are with him, as well as with each member 
of the family, and we desire for them the 
best of blessings, and resignation to the will 
of God.-A. E. GARRARD, Supertnwndcnt. 

MARIA VARNES, of Shottermill. near 
Haslemere, widow of the late William 
Varnes, whose death was announced in our 
February number, quietly passed away on 
Tuesday, April 19. after being laid aside for 
some time. She bad been a member of Hope 
Chapel, Haslemere, for a.bout forty years. 
Although poor as regards this world's goods, 
was rich in faith and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of God. Her remains were laid to 
rest in Lynebmere Churchyard on 'fbursday, 
AJ,ril 21. 1898. The following friends from 
Hope Chapel attended the funeraJ-Mrs. 
Smithers. Mrs. Gale, Mrs. EnticknoP, Miss S. 
A. Mills, Mr. J. Ayling, and Mr. Varnes.
J. D, 



GEORGE HANKS, OF WILLENHALL. 

(See page 196.) 

mht ~cliefJtrts tJrestnt f ossession. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

"He the.t believeth on the Son he.th everlasting life.''-John iii. 36. 

THESE -words are part of ·the last recorded utterances of "The Baptist." 
He was a burning and shining light, though his ministry on earth 

lasted but a short time. Like the morning star, which heralds the 
approach of day, but whose light is swallowed up when the sun rises, 
John appeared, the forerunner of his Lord, by whose surpassing bright
ne~s. his own light _was speedily eclipsed. John; unlike his followers, 
re101ced in his own eclipse-" He must increase, but I must decrease ; " 
"He is the Lord, the greater than I, to whom I have borne witness. I, 

VoL, LIV. Ju,,Y, 1898. o 
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the servant, have prepared the way for His coming, and now that He has 
come my joy is fulfilled. I bear my last testimony concerning Him, that 
He is the Saviour, the only begotten Son of God, and' he that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life.' " 

A believing reception of "the truth as it is in Jesus," issuing in a 
simple and undivided reliance upon the S!)n of God, who is" the Truth," 
is the sure evidence of interest in Him. Faith is in no sense the pro
curing cause of salvation, but only the divinely appointed means by which 
it is received, and itself is "the gift of God," the result of the Holy 
Spirit's operation in the souls of the ransomed. We read in Acts xiii. 
48 (after Paul and Barnabas had preached the Gospel) that" as many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed." It is ever thus, and believing 
unto salvation is the fruit and evidence of being ordained unto eternal 
life. 

In our text the believer is represented as being in possession of eternal 
life-" He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life ; " he is already 
in some sense in possession of this vast blessing. Life here means much 
more than mere existence. Unbelievers will exist for ever, but they 
" shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abideth on them.'' A failure 
to distinguish between existence and life is the root error of those who 
advocate" conditional immortality." A. continued conscious existence 
under the awful wrath of a just God will be the terrible condition of 
unbelievers; bnt the Scriptures c11.ll this death, not life. What "the 
eternal life" of the believer will be when enjoyed in all its fulness is in 
our present condition far beyond our powers to conceive. We know, 
however, that it will be the complete elimination of every element of 
death ; and a perfect enjoyment of all that God has prep'l.red for them 
that love Hirn. John sums it up thus-'' Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that, 
when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as 
He is." 

Our aim at this time is not to speculate upon unknown mysteries, 
but to make a few remarks upon the blessed fa.et that every trae believer 
already bas everlasting life. We may say that be bas this life in its legal 
aspect. Death is the penalty of sin, but the believer is delivered from 
that penalty. and is therefore in possession of life. Said our Lord, 
"Verily, verily, I Fay unto you, he that hearetb My word, and believeth 
on Him that sent Me bath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemn~tion ; but is passed from death unto life.'' He is delivered 
from condemnation, and justified in his Lord, through whose righLeous
ness "justification unto life" is his. Hence we read the words spoken 
to Martha, "Whosoever liverh and believeth in Me shall never die.'' 
Our bodies must indeed be dissolved to remove the effects of sin-" The 
body is dead" (a mortal body that must die) "because of sin, but the 
spirit is life because of righteousness "-the believer's death is a remedial 
process, it is in order that the body may be raised a glorious body, cleared 
of all the contaminating and injurious influenceF! and effects of sin, and 
eonformcd to the glorified body of Christ. The believer does not die, he 
falls asleep ; he cannot die, for he is in and through his Lord legally in 
possession of an eternal life. Justified by God, nothing can be laid to 
his charge, and therefore he cannot legally die. 

Believers also possess eternal life in its spiritual cemmencement. "You 
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hath He quickened," made to live. Born again of the Spirit of God, 
the principle of everlasting life is in their souls. The same life animatefl 
believers on earth as that which pulsates in the hearts of the glorified in 
heaven. The believer's life is not quenched by death; rather it is 
developed through means of dying. It is the same life in the infant as 
that in the full grown man, only one is more developed than the other. 
The man who has been regenerated by the Holy Ghost has already, in 
one respect, undergone a greater change than he will undergo in entering 
heaven ; for he has had everlasting life implanted in his soul, while 
entering heaven will only be the development of that life. As the acorn 
contains in embryo the mighty oak, as the seed contains the ripe fruit, as 
the child the fully developed man, so eternal life is wrapped up in the 
work of grace begun in every believer's heart; the principle is there, and 
its development is certain. He has made us '' meet to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in light." The same heavenly principles are 
in our hearts as actuate the saints above, and we are in sympathy with 
that which is revealed concerning theit- joys and employment. 

Again, believers possess everlasting life in the promi~e of their God. If 
a man has a bank-note for a handred pounds in his pocket he will say he 
has a hundred pounds there, because that note represents the money, and 
is as good as gold, though it be in itself but a piece of paper with " I 
promise to pay on demand the sum of one hundred pounds," written on 
it. 11 The promises of God in Him " (ChrieL Jesus)'· are yea, and in Him 
amen." It is not possible that they can fail. We, who believe, like the 
apostle, are "in hope of eternal life, which Gori, that cannot lie, promised 
before the world began." That man may truly be said to have everlast
ing life who has Go.i's sure promise of it in his heart, and he may 
warrantably rejoice in his possession, assured that the promise of God is 
as sure a~ if he were already in the full enjoyment of the promised 
blessing. 

The belie,er has, too, everlasting life in his great Head. There is a 
covenant union existing between the Lord Jesus Christ and all true 
belie1·ers. This federal union existing from eternity is made manifest by 
the vital union created in time by the Spirit of Christ, when He quickens, 
and dwells in the hearts of the chosen, evidenced by their believing on 
the Son. So real is the union between the Head and the members that 
they are said to have died in Him at His death-" We thus judge that if 
one died for all, therefore all died" (2 Cor. v. 14, R.V.)-and to have been 
"quickened together with Christ, and raised up together, and made sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Hence, says our Lord, 
"Because I live, ye shall live a!so ; " not merely because of My power, 
but because I am your living Head, to communicate life to you, and 
preserve life in you. As we had natural life in the first Adam, so the 
believer possesses spiritual and everlasting life in the last Adam. "Your 
life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall 
appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory." 

Moreover, believers have everlasting life in the earnest and firstfruits 
of the Spirit. "Ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which 
is the earnest of our inheritance." God "hath given unto us the earnest 
of the Spirit." "Who also bath sealed us, and given the earnest of the 
Spirit in our hearts." "Ourselves also which have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit." An ea.rn,est is a pledge that we shaU receive the full inheritance ; 
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so are the firstfruits respecting the harvest ; but they are more than 
pledges, they are a part of that, of the same natme as that of which they 
are the pled~e and assurance. The love, joy, and peace experienced by 
the believer are foretastes of heaven, everlasting life begun in the scul. 
" He that believeth on the Son hath e1·erlasting life " 

The truth of om text is sweetly encouragi1ig and ~timulating. We 
cannot be robbed of our inheritance; we already ba\·e eternal life begun 
in our hearts. and therefore can nc,er be lost. Grace is glory in the liud, 
and none cau pre,·ent its being brougbt to maturity. " Our enemies 
shall all be found liars unto us." Our security should stimulate us in our 
journey onwards. "We are confident," says Paul. • Wherefore we labour 
that, present or absent, \I e may be accepted" ( well pleasing) "of Him.·• 
Remembering our debt of grace, constrained by His love. and assured 
by His Word, let us seek to approve ourselves unto Him in all thincrs, 
who has so highly favoured us in the Beloved. "' 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.-No. VII. 
GEORGE BANKS, OF WILLENH.ALL. 

THE space at my disposal will only permit me to select a few of the 
leading features of my life, therefore what follows must be regarded 

as furnishing some illustration of the lovingkindness and mercy of the 
Lord. 

I was born March 14th, 1856, a~ Gomer-street, Willenhall, Staffs., and 
here have spent the whole of my life with the exception of a short 
interval in my childhood. My early days were not characterised by 
many striking incidents, but a kindly Providence watched over rne, and 
preserved me from many ills. On one occasion I had a narrow escape 
from being run over by a horse and cart, the wheel, however, only pass
ing partly over my foot and squeezing it badly. 

At an early date I was sent to St. Giles' Sunday-schools, but owing 
to the distance of the schools from my home, I was subsequently sent to 
the little Baptist Sunday-school then held in Gomer-street. I soon be
came attached to the friends there, and remained with them until 
February, 1868, when my parents removed to Birmingham. After an 
absence of about eighteen months, we returned to Willenhall, and I re
joined my class in the Sunday-school. My teacher took great interest 
in me, and persuaded me to attend the week evening prayer-meetings. I 
look upon this circumstance with pecqliar pleasure, and gratitude, for it 
was soon manifest that the hand of the Lord was in it. About thP. end 
of the year 1871, while attending the Thursday evening prayer-meeting, 
the Holy Spirit convinced me of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment 
to come. The senior deacon, who was conducting the meeting, gave out 
the hymn, 

"When Thou, my righteous Judge, shalt come, 
To take Thy ransomed people home, 

Shall I among them stand? 
Shall such a worthless worm as I, 
Who sometimes am afraid to die, . 

Be found at Thy right hand? " 

The question was forced upon me, " Shall I among them stand ? '' 
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The burden of sin weighed heavily upon. me, I was seized with trembling 
and a "fearful looking for of jndgment, and fiery indignation from the 
Lord." The mere repetition of the prayr,r taught at my mother's knee 
did not suffice, but I earnestly implored, with many tears, the merciful 
forgiveness of the Lord. For many months I was in agony of soul. 
Sometimes I had a little hope, and again it was crushed. At times I 
vainly attempted to work out a personal righteousness, with the result 
that I was made to abhor myself more and more. In God's good time 
the hour of deliverance came. In the spring of 1873, Mr. R. Turner, of 
Netherton, was the preacher for the day. In the morning he announced 
for his text, " Let Israel hope in the Lord ; for with the Lord there is 
mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption" (Psa. cxxx. i). The 
sacred words were powerfully and sweetly applied to my soul by the Holy 
Spirit, and the sermon was confirming. I realized forgiveness of sin, 
and acceptance in the Beloved. My happiness I cannot. describe ; suffice 
it to say" Old things bad passed away and all things had become new." 
On May 31st, 1874, I gave an account of my experience to the Church, 
and wa'! baptized by Mr. Richard Turner, on June 7th. Shortly after I 
became a teacher in the Sunday-school, then secretary, and by-and-bye 
superintendent. · 

In 1875, the late Mr. S. Cozens, who afterwards became my fatber
in-law, returned from Australia, and became pastor of the Church. 
Under his min~try I was greatly helped and instructed in the faith. 
Mr. Cozens resigned in December, 1877, and for some time the Church 
was ministered to by supplies, but these being few in the district, we were 
sometimes without a preacher. I was frequently requested to try and 
speak to the people, but declined, fearing to engage in such a solemn 
work without being satisfied that the Lord had called me to it. However, 
it transpired in June, 1879, after trying in all directions, the deacons 
failed to obtain a minister. They said they believed the Lord intended 
by this circumstance that I should speak in His name. I still declined, 
but on my way to Chapel, these words came forcibly to my mind, " Son 
of man, go and speak to this people." As soon as I was seated the 
deacon came to me, and said, "You must speak to-day." Tremblingly 
I went to the desk and spoke from the words which first set my soul at 
liberty (Psa. cxxx. 7). 1 spoke again in the evening from Acts. x. 43. 
From that time till Dec., 1880, I continued to occupy the pulpit on 
alternate Sundays ; then was pressed to take the pastorate, my 
ordination services being held Dec. 6th, 1880. The venerable 'i'homas 
Jones, of Broseley, who, to the day of his death, took a kindly interest in 
me, preached the ordination sermon and addressed the Church, and Mr. 
R. Turner, of Netherton, gave the charge to the pastor-elect. My 
pastorate at Gurner-street Chapel was continued in happiness and 
prospetity till June, 1884, when the Gomer-street Church united with 
the Little London Church, and I was called to the pastoral oversight. 

Shortly after this union the Chapel was reno~ated at a cost of £500; 
and since then the mortgage bas gradually decreased and other debts have 
been discharged, the minister's house enlarged, and the e~penses 
defrayed. Dul'ing my nearly fourteen years' pastorate most _of those who 
take an active interest in the cause have been brought mto Church 
fellowship, while on the other hand many of our d~ar old friends have 
been called home. It ha.s been my pmycrfnl dcsm, that more souls 
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should be saved, but the t-esalts of our labour must be left with God. 
For some time the conviction has been growing upon me that it would 
be wise to resign, and, aftier much earnest prayer the step has been taken. 
My pastorate has been characterized by both joys and sorrows, and I part 
from the Church as from a fa'mily for whom I have lived, prayed, and 
laboured. 

May the Lord bless His Church, and guide my futm-e. 
GEORGE BANK!:!. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

WONDERFUL STRENGTH. 

IF we were asked, Who was the strongest man that ever Ii ved ? I expect 
we should all say Samson! To snap thick ropes new and strong 

as if they were bits of burnt tow ; to kill a host of enemies single-handed ; 
to carry the doors of a city with their massive posts and bars to the top 
of a hill ; to rend a lion and kill it, without any weapon ; and finally to 
pull down a great building over the heads of the Philistines, burying 
them and himself in the ruins, were all feats of might which mark him 
off from his fellow-men as the most wonderful of them all. 

And yet though God wrought deliverance for Israel by Samson's 
hands, we cannot admire his character personally in most respects; self
gratification or revenge appears generally to have influenced •his 
conduct, though he is numbered among faith's heroes in Heh. xi., and 
much allowance must be made for the strange, rude times in which he 
lived. For ourselves, however, we may take to heart the motto, " He 
that is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he that ruleth his 
[own] spirit than he that taketh a city,"-while one lesson of his life 
must never be forgorten-his strength lay in his unshorn locks; when 
his hair waR cut off his enemies did as they liked with him, and he was 
weak as other men in like circumstances would have been. But long 
hair, naturally speaking, is neither the source nor the sign of strength, 
rat)J.er of weakness, so that the secret of his might lay not in himself, but 
in that God who made him a Nazarite, and girded him with supernatural 
power. "When I am weak then am I strong," said the apostle, and it 
is equally true that when we are strong in ourselves then are we weak 
indeed! 

But bodily strength is by no means the highest or noblest kind of 
might ; mental strength, courage and determination to do right at any 
cost, a willingness to suffer rather than sin, self-sacrificing love that 
seeks to help and benefit others, these are the grandest forms of power, 
the forces that are most excellent of all. 

David had many mighty men in his army, and they did famous 
things ; but as often as not great strength has been associated with 
wrong, evil and oppression, as it was in the days before the flood, when 
the earth was filled with violence through its mighty ones. 

The mightest people really are those who are " strong in the Lord 
and in the power of His might." "The people that know their God shall 
be strong, and shall do exploits." Paul bade Timothy be "strong in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus." Htrength to serve and strength to suffer 
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both come this way. Jesus Himself is the grand example of both kinds 
of strength ; mighty to save He is, and was and ever will be, but His 
grandest triumphs were gained when He "made an end of sin and 

, brought in everlasting righteousness," and that was when He poured out 
His soul unto death; crucified in weakness, raised in power, He conquered 
Satan, death and the grave, and became the Author of eternal salvation 
to all that obey Him. 

And following Jesus we find a noble army of witnesses who laboured, 
suffered, and in many instances, died for His sake, and though the world 
would not admit our claim, these are the greatest heroes and heroines 
that have ever lived. 

It was said concerning Paul and his companions in the Gospel, that 
they were the men that" turned the world up~ide down." A wonder
ful feat that ! yet the sneer was true, and told against the sneerers that 
uttered it. Those apostles and missionaries of Christ. poor, despised and 
small, like the barley cake in the dream that overturned the tent of 
Midian, • came against all the old superstitions and vices of the heathen 
world, and idols were cast away, costly books of magic were burned, and 
amid bitter persecution and opposition of every kind, multitudes were 
turned to the Lord, and even in the great heathen palace of the cruel Nero, 
there were those who called upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
"Worms" (Isa. :xli. 15) held in the hand, and strengthened by the power 
of the Almighty, became'' new sharp threshing instruments," and they 
" threshed mountains and beat them small, and made hills like chaff," 
while they gave all the glory to the God of grace and salvation. 

Long afterwards, when the true Gospel bad become obscured by Popish 
errors, and darkness almost as gross as heathenism again overspread the 
nations, God raised up other champions to defend His cause. Luther has 
been called" The monk that shook the world," yet Luther with all his 
dauntless courage and intrepedity felt his own weakness, and in the 
name of the Lord alone went forth against pope, emperor, priests, and 
superstition, his favourite Psalm, the keynote of his life, "God is our 
Refuge and Strength, a very present Help in trouble'' (Psa. xlvi.). Many 
a true and marvellous tale has been told of weak ones, mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strongholds, and not till the clearer light 
of eternity is reached will the wonders of their triumphs be fully known. 
One little story I have recently been reading may be briefly repeated here. 
More than a hundred years ago there lived, at Toulouse, in France, an 
honourable and prosperous merchant, named Calas. He and his wife 
were Protestants, and they trained their family in the same religion, 
though their old servant was a Roman Catholic. One of the 
sons abjured Protestantism chiefly because he wanted to get on 
better in this life, and was soon petted and pampered by the Romish 
Archbishop, who made the father all~w his son an annual income. 
The eldest brother of the family, finding his own plans all thwarted and 
his prospects blighted, became melancholy, and at length, in despair, 
killed himself. Horrible to relate, the bereaved father was charged with 
murdering his son, and because he was a Protestant the charge was 
believed, and in spite of all evidence he was condemned to tortnre and 
death, while his wife and other members of the family were imprisoned. 
The poor old man was dragged from place to place, and suffered 

• See Judges vii. 18. 
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most cruelly, but bore all so patiently, praying for hia judges, and com-
1nitting himself so meekly and peacefully to his God, that t,hough his 
:face did not exactly shine with angelic brightness as Stephen's did, yet 
his demeanour and his countenance were sufficently expressive to make 
e,·en his enemies believe his innocence, and some years after his execution 
a royal commission declared him to have been unjustly sentenced, and 
restored the property to his family. 

Dear reader, this is the strength that will avail in life and prosperity, 
in pain, privation, and death, for they who trust the Saviour's name 
are for all events prepared ; and this power is given for the asking to all 
who really seek it, so that such are and shall be · 

" Strong in the Lord of hosts 
And in His mighty power; 

Who in the strength of Jesus trusts 
Is more tha.n conqueror." 

Strong to serve God and our fellow-men and women, str.:ing to lab<;mr, 
suffer, and finally to enter into His eternal joy. May this strength be 
ours. Amen. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY M.A. J. 

The new song.-Rev. v. 9. 

IK this sublime book-the Revelation of Jesus Christ to His· servant 
John-we get grand disclosures of heaven. It is the land of rest, of 

joy and peace ; the land of sunshine, of perpetual day, for " there is no 
night there.-" It is the abode of our sainted dead; "who rest from their 
labours," and are at home with their Lord. It is the land where the sword 
and the cross are not used, but the palm of victory is waved by the grand, 
the noble sons of God. They cast their crowns at Hi!! feet, 1!,nd adore 
the Lamb, onca slain, now enthroned in glory, seated on the right hand 
of the Majesty on high ; far above all principality and power, might and 
dominion. The land of entire freedom from sin, and exemption from 
sorrow, for there are no tears in that land-the wicked are not there to 
trouble-the land where no sickness enters, for the inhabitants are never 
sick. Death never enters the abode of the saints-no graves are there, 
but life, yes life in its grandeur and sublimity. The land where the 
inhabitants never hunger nor thirst, for the Lamb leads them to 
fountains of water and to the tree of life which yields its fruit in abund
ance, and whose leaves are for tue healing of the nations. 

It is well to note this fact, that there is much ··song in heaven ; the 
harps are used, not hung upon the willows. The owners sing, for they have 
cause to sing; they have gail).ed the victory over death, sin and the devil, 
and have obtained "an abundant entrance" into the mansions and gaze 
upon their Lord. 

The sublime paragraph from which we select this short passage will well 
repay the reader. I must confine my few words to the text selected
" They sang a new song." Does not this suggest the idea concerning the 
worship can-ied on above as being 

JUBILANT? 

"'l'hey sang." Once they- groaued when in this earthly tabernacle, once 
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they wet their couch with tears, but the groaning and the tears are past 
and forgotten, now they join in holy song. Singing is the natnral 
language of joy ; it is not mechanical, not irksome. It is the glad out
burst of holy rapture. There are times when out of the fnlness of the 
heart's feelings we can only express ourselves in song. In this world we 
have our tastes, likes and dislikes. Some are fond of history, others 
botany, some like star-gazing, others are more at home in a coalpit. It 
is very true, I think, the majority of the human family like singing-. 
When in holy rapture·of soul, cold, dry and formal prose fails to express 
the gratitude felt within, we need some rich poetic melody, some lofty 
sentences that are comprehensive, full of devotion, adoration and praise. 

This jubilant song arises from ,qratitude to God for the wonders of 
redeeming love, for His unspeakable gift, for His marvellous mercy and 
abounding grace. Each of the redeemed and glorified must feel, and 
intensely feel their great obligation-indebtedness to free, sovereign and 
superabounding grace. This jubilant song arises from admiration to 
God. The glorified admire His infinite wisdom in contriving such a 
glorious plan of salvation. They admire the wonders of redeeming, 
calling, justifying grace. Now they have the full revelation of God's 
wonderful and glorious. work of redemption, because in His light they 
see light, and are satisfied with all that God planned for them, the way 
He led them, and all the mysterious providences through which Be 
brought them. 

This jubilant song arises from love to God. They love God in the 
fullest sense of the word, their whole nature is love, they bathe in a sea 
of love, theflive and move in love. Love is the theme of their song, 
and love the great subject of all heavenly intercourse. Happy saints 
who dwell on high, near the throne, in the presence of Him whose 
name is LOVE. As they dwell in love, drink full draughts of love, and 
participate in all the enjoyments of love, they can only sing of love ; 
true, deep, eternal and inexhaustable love. 

"0 Love Divine, how sweet Thou art! 
· When shall I find my willing heart 

All taken up by Thee ? 
I thirst and faint, and die to prove 
The greatness of redeeming love, 

The love of CHRIST to me." 

May I not remind you, dear friend, that while this song is jubilant it is 
also 

FRESH? 

It is a "new song." There is nothing monotonous in heaven. Men low 
variety, and om heavenly Father has richly provided for this instinct. 
There. will be endless variety in the life above. New and grand dis
coveries of the surpassing glory of God, the unfoldings of His boundless 
love, so there will be somethingfresh all through the ages of eternity. 
The engagements will be fresh, and new thoughts will constantly arise, 
for we cannot take in all the glory, nll the perfections of the Divine 
Being. Eternity itself cannot unfold the effulgent glory of God, so 
that there will be always material for fresh thought. 

The song will be new. It may be upon old themes, yet it will be new. 
Like the glorious Gospel of Christ, it may be old but it is ever fresh aud 
new. Thus the prospect is good, the company cheering and the song 
exhilarating. 

p 
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I cannot do better than close this short paper by quoting two verses 
written by the late J. S. Anderson:-

"We seek that country where 
The ransomed millions are, 

\\"ho went before : 
In songs sublime they sing 

. The glories of their King, 
\\'ho did them safely bring 

To that blest shore. 

And, found in Thee at lo.st, 
When every storm is past, 

Oh, we shall then, 
With all the blood-washed throng, 
Eternity along, 
Join in the victor's song

Amen I Amen I " 

THE APPLE OF THE EYE. 
By JAMES CALCOTT, Coventry. 

" Keep me as the npple of the eye ; hide me under the shadow of Thy wings " 
(Psalm xvii. 8). 

THERE is a beauty in the sweet strains of the Psalmist which finds an 
echo in all those who fear God. The lofty heights of joy to which 

he soared, and the deep depths of sorrow to which he sank, are not 
raached by many, notwithstanding these higher and deeper degrees of 
experience. There. is a common platform upon which all those who 
have tasted that the Lord is gracious, meet in unison with their 
invocations and pleadings. "Keep me as the apple of the eye." The 
saints adore and bless the Lord for His keeping and preserving care, 
conscious that without His sustaining and protecting goodness, they 
would eternally perish. David knew by painful experience_ that no arm 
of flesh could protect him from the fierce hatred and malice of his 
enemies, nothing less than the Eternal Rock, that great God who 
enabled him to lay the giant of the Philistines low. " Many are the 
aifl.ictions of the righteous." Some of the sharpest arrows and deepest 
wounds are received from those from whom we might have reasonably 
expected kindness. 

Are there not some who search diligently to find something against a 
brother or sister? forgetting that memorable Scripture, John viii. 7, 
'' He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her." 
~fore of the spirit that prompted the Psalmist's prayer, would prevent 
much discord. Self-examination is an excellent medicine for removing 
hard thoughts against others ; a look into the mirror of our own imper
fections would seal our lips against others. , 

"Keep me as the apple of the eye." No member of the body ·is more 
precious than the eye. It views evil and good; by it beauties, grandeur, 
and comeliness are seen. It beholds sorrow, suffering, wretchedness and 
depravity ; dangers, temptations, and sins of every kind and form are 
observed by the eye. It gazes upon the mighty works of God in creation, 
from the smallest insect to the orbs in the heavens. It looks with 
wonder and a\ll"e upon the vast and ever rolling ocean, while the pearly 
dew-drop is not hidden from its vision. Thus David prayed to be kept 
" a.s the apple of the eye," with a clear vision to watch his own actions 
and words lest he should step out of the way, and so endanger his pea~ 
and comfort, for none knew better than David that the Lord, and He 
only, could keep in safety that which was precious to him. Though he 
was a man after God's own heart, he was sensible of his weakness, and 
inability to keep himself. 
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The apple of the eye is exceedingly tender, the smallest atom of dirt 
cam1es pain, the least instrument would impair its power of sight. So 
spiritually, the soul when under the sweet anointings of the blessed Spirit, 
is tendei·; it desires to live holy and unblameable under the beams of the 
Saviour's reconciling countenance. It wishes ill to no man, it would 
wrong no man, its delight is in the law of the Lord, yea it magnifies the 
Lord. At such time3 believers can pray for those who despitefully use them 
and feel no desire to retaliate. but an earnest longing to be kept contrite 
iu heart and tender in spirit, knowing that "Whatsoever a man soweth 
that shall he also reap." God is no respecter of persons, for by Him 
actions are weighed, He searches the heart, He knoweth what is the 
mind of the Spirit. It is a solemn thing to injure one of the little ones, 
"for they that touch them touch the apple of His eye," and He will 
avenge them right early. · 

In the wisdom of God this precious and tender member of the body is 
provided with a covering, viz. : "eye-lid." Ah, and the souls of the 
t·edeemed have a covering, the righteousness of Christ, which all the 
powers of darkness can never remove. It is placed upon them by the 
loving and almighty hand of Jesus. This covering is the free, sovereign, 
and everlasting gift of a triune Jehovah. It is the robe which Christ 
uave to His bride, and though our souls are as black as the tents of 
Kedar, yet with the Saviour's righteousness upon them they are comely. 
"Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings." It may allude to the wings 
-0f the cherubim over the mercy-seat where God manifested His presence, 
but whether it does or not, one thing is certain, that the prayer was the 
outcome of a desire to get nearer to the Lord ; for as young birds are 
<:overed by_ the wings of the parent bird, so are t,hey protected frcm their 
enemies as they are out of sight. The Psalmist craved o.n hiding place, 
not in the cave nor in the wilderness, but under the shadow of the Lord's 
wings ; safety, warmth, and comfort, were to be found there. Hatred, 
malice and jealousy, could not approach there. When the Lord puts 
His wings over a creature, not all the battering-rams of Satan and men 
can hurt or harm the object covered ; before the soul can be touched, 
Deity itself would have to be pierced. 

There is something further meant by David's prayer. lie wanted 
another manifestation, he desired to get very near the Lord ; he asked 
to be under the shadow of the Lord's wing as a proof of his relationship 
to Him. The helplessness and inability of the regenerated soul causes 
it to cry for a hiding place, it knows how utterly incapable it is to defend 
itself. "If thou shouldst leave me I must fall, without thee I cannot 
rise." A.s the wings of a hen are spread over her brood to protect them 
and keep them warm, so are the wings of the Almighty spread over all 
the redeemed. 

A hiding place is what the tried people of God are constantly obliged 
to cry for. The world and its cares mar their peace. Crosses, losses, and 
disappointments follow hard after them, and feeling shut out of all 
eai·thly refuge, surrounded by foes and enemies on every hand, the soul 
cries out of the bitterness of its pangs, " Hide me under the shadow of 
Thy wings." J.-nrns CJ.LCOTT. 

Coventry. 

MARY being the mother of Jesu~ was 110 part of Ler salY,ttion, but her 
believing· on Him.-J. Jeuuei·. 
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GOLIATH AND DA YID. 
BY JOSEPH PRINGLE. 

HERE'S a man, broad chested and strong limbed, tall, even where tall 
men come, a very giant ; brave, with all the unreasoning briwcry 

of the untamed beast of prey ; inured to scenes of blood and carnage. 
From childhood upward, trained to war ; armour clad from head to toe ; 
weaponed with spear and shield ; confident of victory ; the confidence 
begot of many successful personal encounters. There a strippling, Iythe 
of limb and ruddy cheeked, strong, with all the strength begot from 
outdoor exercise, mid hilly seenes ; brave beyond the ordinary bravery 
(a lion and a bear he slew, depredators on his father's flock); renowned 
in all the-pursuits and pastimes that a herd lad engages in; yet withal 
of finer mould than they : highly sensitive, strongly imaginative ; 
finding pleasure, not so much in youthful exercises and trials of strength 
as in solitary contemplations. Heaven's orbs enchanted him; the 
stars, numerous and brilliant, filling all the far-away vaulted sky, afforded 
food for meditation, while watching over the flocks by night. Many 
lessons learned in this way, he described in gushing, glowing sentences, 
that exercised a potent influence for good on his race then and ever 
afterwards. And even to-day, in this and many other lands, amid the 
brilliant constellation of nineteenth century authors, with preceding 
centuries thrown in, he stands unique, for heart cheering, soul elevating 
themes. Has ruin overtaken the once prosperous business ? sickness and 
death invaded the once healthy home ? deep melancholy settled down 
upon the once happy, buoyant spirits? Well, there is none like he, to 
meet those cases ; no physic like his, to purge away the melancholy ; no 
cordial half so good, for healing the bruised, lacerated heart ; no tonic so 
grand for bracing up the unstrung nerves. 

Was there none among that numerous lsraelitish host, representatives 
of many tribes, to do battle for their God and country's cause but he ? 
Must he, a youth, unused to war, show fight, while warriors stern of 
many years experience stand and look on ? So it was. The bigness and 
martial bearing of the Philistine champion awed them. His arrogant 
assumption of superior strength and boastful confidence of easy victory 
unmanned them. So much so, that none was found willing to accept 
the challenge. 

It may be truly said that none but David saw the true significance 
of things. To them 'twas man to man, ordinary strength and moderate 
proportions to battle against extraordinary strength and gigantic pro
portions ; to him it was the God of heaven, supreme and all powerful, 
arrayed against the lifeless heathen gods of stone and brass. It was 
Jehovah's own quarrel, he was but the poor human instrument through 
which J eho,ah wrought. With mingled feelings men beheld him go 
forth to the encounter. Some with wonder, some with admiration, a 
few with emy, notably his elder brother Eliab. Even Saul caught the 
contagion and eagerly enquired of Abner, captain of the host, whose son 
he was. Truly a son to be thankful for. None doubted the result, no 
one even for it moment dreamed that he would be successful ; for had he 
not, contrary to all precedent, laid aside the armour provided, and gone 
literally unarmed? Yet all men admired the spirit exhibited. A moral 
tonic it was that would not fail in its effects. 
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A shepherd's staff and bag he carried, and somewhere, yet unseen a 
sling, that with God's blessing would do more execution than either 
sword or spear. Down the hill he goes slowly and leisurely, wrapped in 
deep thought, tarries a moment while crossing the brook at the bottom. 
to select a pebble or two, runs across the strip of level land and be()"ins to 
ascend the opposite hill, down which comes the Philistine giant to0 meet 
him. 

The Philistine was annoyed and vexed ; grieved that the outcome 
of repeated challenges amounted but to this. He bargained for a ma.n 
the bravest of the brave, the most illustrious of their warriors, and lo! they 
sent a youth unarmed. He would kill him, but the killing could add no 
:fresh lustre to his name. His feelings found vent in curses, a9 so many 
men's do. He cursed him in the name of his gods, threatened to tear 
him limb from limb and give his mangled carcase to the beasts of the 
field and the fowls of heaven. Resentment rankled in his breast; he had 
been insulted, treated as a dog, and would have revenge not alone on 
David but oh those who sent him. David answered back, not curse for 
eurse, but threat for threat. Meanwhile, each had drawn nearer to the 
other; David with some amount of eagerness, the Philistine more slowly, 
disdaining to put himself about for such a paltry antagonist ; neglecting 
even ordinary precautions ; not availing himself of the shelter that his 
shield afforded, but exposed to view. Suddenly and as it proved un
expectedly, a stone issued forth from David's sling, sent with all the 
muscular power that he possessed, and penetrated the Philistine's fore
head, who forthwith sank upon the ground. Quickly David ran to his 
fallen foe and, seizing his ponderous sword, cut off his head. 

The astonished Philistines tarried but for a moment, incredulous that 
what they saw was real, thinking their eyes deceived them, then turned 
and fled, while down the neighbouring hill, with ringing cheers, the 
Israelites came on, to complete the conquest David had begnn. In this 
way David conquered Goliath, with a sling and a stone. And thus shall 
everyone conquer the flesh, the world and the devil, who with David 
sees, that the bat,tle is not their's but God's. But whosoever goes forth 
in his own strength to war with these hereditary foes shall surely be 
defeated. 

Olive House, Third Avenue, Hee.ton, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

GOD'S OA'l'H. 
A WORD FOR BACKSLIDERS. 

"Once have I sworn by My holiness, that I will not lie unto Da.vid."
Psa. lxxxix. 35. 

TO relapse is to slide, sink, or fall back, to return to a former ~ta~e 
or practice, a falling back into a former bad state. ~ ow this is 

done sooner or later by all mere profe~ors of reli~ion who fo\low_the 
form of godliness from any other motive but the right one, which is 3: 
desire for holiness cost them what it may. According to the parable of 
the sower, there a;e many of this class, who, in time of tempt~tion fall 
away. It was prophesied by Moses concerning the pro_fessmg, and 
stiff-necked Jews that "their foot should slide in due t11ne" (Dent. 
xxxii. 35), and they did, indeed, wilfully, and woefully slide away. But 
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while professors are sure to relapse, the tme possessors may do so, as 
l1aYid himself, to whom these words were addressed, did, for no man can 
stand in his own strength, and Satan is more than a match for the
stmng-est saint. if God leaves him. 

S~mson wist not that the Lord had departed from him, and he soon 
fell. But (~od bath sworn by His holiness, which oath ensures the full 
and complete recovery, and restoration to Divine favour of the back
slider, eYen a~ it was laid down through Solomon, "A just man falleth 
seyen times and riseth up again." Character had all to do with it. 
The just. or justified person is not justified in his relapses, but above 
them, being justified by the blood of Christ, by the atoning work of 
Jesus being put to his accoll.nt, he is bound to rise again, albeit a sadder 
and a wiser man. God will not cast away. The Lord God of _Israel 
saith that He hateth putting away. A fallen child is a child still, and 
it is not the will of the Father that one of His little ones should perish, 
so God hath sworn by His holiness that He will bring him back to re-· 
pentance, sanctification, and sa:lvation, purity, and reace. This oath, 
however. includes something more. Sin must not only be pardoned, but 
it must be purged. 

The pnrgatory of the children of God is the chastisement inflicted 
for their sins, and errors, as the context shews, •• J f his children forsake· 
My law and walk not in My judgments. If they break (marg., profane) 
My statutes, and ker:p not My commandments, then will I visit their 
transgressions with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless, 
My lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer My 
faithfulness to fail" (marg., to lie). AI! it is in nature so it is in grace, 
some have to be whipped out of the love of sin, and surely it is meet 
to be said unto God •• I have borne chastisement, I will not offend any 
more," and again He will subdue our iniquities for Thou wilt cast all our 
sins into the depths of the sea. He will perform the mercy promised 
and His oath unto Isaac which He bath sworn unto our fathers from the· 
days of old. The Lord bath sworn by llis holiness that His people shall 
be holy too. Gospel grace is unforfeitable. RUFUS. 

FA IT H 'S V I C T O R I E S . 
BY GEO. FLOWER. 

FAITH is the gift of God. To all redeemed, regenerated, rescued, and' 
called souls, He gives faith. The Holy Ghost through faith rev~11ls 

their salvation to them. All who have eternal life in Christ have faith. 
Without fai~h it is impossible to please God. The Bible contains the 
biographies of a few men of faith. 

By faith Abel offered a sin-offering to God, without begrudging_ the 
lamb. By faith Enoch walked with God, without begrudging the t11~1e. 
By faith Koah built the Ark, without begrudging the timber. BJ: faith 
Abraham sacrificed his son, without begrudging him to God. Did 1~ot 
Isaac submit to be. offered, without begrudging his life? By faith 
Jacob looked for a well-founded, God-built city, without fearing loss ~y 
leaving his farm to inhabit it. By faith .Joseph gave himself and Ins 
bones to God, without begrudging Him the glory of his fame in Eg)'.pt. 
By faitb Moses forsook Egypt, without a desire to enjoy her palace sms. 
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By faith the Levites ceremonially cleansed themselves with typical holy 
water, and blood, without begrudging Christians direct cleansing hy the 
blood of Christ. By faith Caleb proclaimed Israel's ability to capture 
Canaa.n, without begrudging the strength of Israel, the glory of conquest.. 
By faith Joshua crossed the Jordan, and set up twelve stones as witnesses 
to Jehovah's power. By faith the harlot Rahah entertained God's 
ministers, without begrudging them their board and lodging~. By faith 
Gideon destroyed Baal's altar, without dreading his father's vengeance. 
By faith Barak discomfited Israel's enemies, without envying Mrs .. Jae!. 
By faith Samson killed the lion, and did not begrudge his parents a share 
of the honey. By faith Samuel anointed David, without begrudging him 
the crown of Palestine. By faith David slew Goliath, without be
grudging Saul his royal sword. By faith Solomon devoted nearly a 
thousand million pounds to build the temple, without begrudging the 
King of Israel the glory of ownership. By faith Ahijah exposed Mrs. 
Jeroboam's hypocrisy, without begrudging the 8hepherd of Israel the 
glory of revealing it. By faith Amos foretold the destruction of wicked 
nations, without begrudging Israel's Avenger the glory of destroying 
them. By faith Daniel shut the lions' mouths. without begrudging God 
His sovereign rights in the muzzle. By faith Eli_jah confounded Ahab's 
priests, without begrudging the LORD the pre-eminence for kindling the 
altar fire. By faith Elisha raised a great woman's boy from the dead, 
without begrudging the great woman her maternal rights. By faith 
Haggai commanded Israel to restore the temple, without coveting it for 
a workshop. By faith the eight-years-old King Josiah walked in his 
father David's footsteps, without br.grudging him the honour of the 
footprints. By faith Job received the Lord's doubled blessing, without 
begrudging Him the glory of defeating Satan. By faith Joel saw the 
blessings of Pentecost, without begrudging the Apostles the enjoyment of 
them. By faith Isaiah wrote his prophecies, without begrudging the 
Church of the last days her Crucified Substitute. By faith Jeremiah 
saw Israel's release from captivity, without a desire to see her princes 
punished for their cruelty to Him. By faith Ezekiel saw the man with 
the writer's inkhorn, without begrudging him the joy of marking the 
foreheads of God's elect. By faith Habakkuk prayed to Goel for a re
vival, desiring only that his Lord should have the Revivalist's laudations. 
By faith Ezra and Nehemiah restored Jerusalem, without begrudging 
the poor their rights in the holy land. By faith Obadiah saw Edo1n's 
ruin, without mocking the dulness of latter-day theologians. By faith 
the minor prophets saw the decline and fall of vicefnl empires, without 
begrudging Him who trod the wine-press alone, His dyed garments, and 
glorious apparel. By faith Micah saw Christ born at Bethlehem-Ephratuh, 
without envying Joseph who called Him Jesus. By faith :Malachi saw 
the Sun of Righteousness, . without begrudging Him the glory of 
illuminating the world. 

Say not, "The former times were better than these." I do not 
believe it. Say rather, "Faith without works is dead, being alone." 

THE handwriting that was against us was the law, which (a~ sinne!·s) 
handed us over to Satan, death, and hell. This law was cancelled by Chntit, 
who took it out of the way and nailed it to His cross, that it might ue\"t!l" open 
its mouth again to condemn His people.-J. Je1111er. 
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WALKING, WATCHING, WAITING. 
BY MR. BEDING~"IELD • 

.. Though I wn.Ut in the midst. of trouble Thou wilt revive me; Thou shu.lt stretch forth 
Thiae hnnd ngninst the wrath of mine enemies, and Thy right hcind shall save me."-Psa. 
C~:S::S:Yiii, 7 

I.-W.uK1:rn implies life, but our conduct must determine the character of 
that life. Paul speaks of iwo kinds of walking, one according to the course 
of this world, the other after the Spirit, yet siuce the latter has been the course 
the Spirit of God has led us to take, how often Satan has tempted us to believe 
it i;; the former. So sometimes we have been like the boy at school, who 
could not get his sum right and rubbing it all out began again, so we have said 
to Satan, "We will go back to the beginning. It is thirty years ago since I left 
your sen·ice. Did I not then leave the card table, song-singing and race-course, 
and all those places of worldly amusements? Now you know thiti statement is 
true. Have I e,·er returned back to them again, and more than that, how 
many times during these thirty years have you done your best and worst to 
get me to retum? Have you succeeded? No, you know you have not." 

II.-In the midst of trouble, hemmed round with it like the children of 
Isreal at the Red Sea, could see no way of escape, yet not forsaken, cast down 
but not destroyed. Trouble is the rod that gives the chastening Rtroke. Paul 
says, ·' ~o chastening is joyous for the present, but grievous; nevertheless, it 
vieldeth." Herein is the secret that helps us to bear it. The farmer drops his seed 
in the ground, not because the joy springs from that alone, but from the yield
ing. when the harvest comes. So it is not the trouble of to-day with the child 
of God. but the future yjelding of the promised blessing. So to-day we may 
be like the seed in a cloddy casket and cannot see, beyond waiting the time 
when we shall see Him as He is. The clouds may hide, but cannot destroy. 

III.-" Yet will He revive me.'' Reminding us of the grass in time of 
drought, with its rusty, death-like appearance, but God bas sent the rain, and 
we have seen it revfre again. So David said the Lord would revive him 
again : the grass looking dead was no proof it was dead; the life was there, 
thou!\"h hidden. Thus, though our Father hide His face, that is no proof He 
has forsaken ; the life is there, waiting the divine smile to revive it. 

IV.-He will stretch forth His hand against the wrath of my enemies. 
We read, "When a man's ways please the Lord He will make his enemies to 
be at peace with him." Study to please God and we shall he studying onr 
best interests. You will remember the godly old man, when going to the 
house of God, one Sabbath morning, was met by the nobleman when crossing 
his park, saying to the old man, " "That are you after here ? "and taking from 
him his stick said, " Do you not think this ought to be used about you ? "but 
tl1e old man trembling, and full of fear stood speechless. The nobleman said, 
"Here, take mine that has a silver nob with my name engraved on? should 
anyone say anything to you in future, show that and say, 'That is my 
authority.'" So our authority is the name of Jesus, with which we can enter 
into the presence of the King. 

"l\IULTUM IN PARVO." 
BY J. JENNER. 

WE read of things" fitly framed," and everything fits well in Christ. The 
love of God, the justice of God, the holiness of God, the mercy of God, the 
power of God, the riches of God, the grace of God, and the salvation of God. 
Mercy and truth meet in Him ; righteousness and peace meet in Him ; law 
aud Gospel meet in Him ; God's glory and the sinner's salvation are eternally 
united in Him. 

We live in a day when people eat much and digest little-partake largely 
of the tree of knowledge without tasting of the tree of life; like Adam, while 
reachiug after the one, he lost the other. 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

THE LATE MRS. SARAH ANN CHISXALL. 

·ON February 8th, 1898, our dear departed sister Chisnall fell asleep in Jesus, 
fo the very early hours of the morning, in the 67th year of her age. aftera Ion.~ 
and painful illness borne with patience and resignation, the weariness of which 
often brought her soul very low, causing her to cry out, "\\hy art thou cast 
down, 0 my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God. 
for I shall yet praise Him, who is the health of my countenance and my God." 
And we rejoice to know she is now praising Him, for :-

" Immortal love doth now repay, 
The transient sorrows of the way." 

Very early in life onr dear departed friend was the subject of serious thoughts, 
which deepened into conviction, and the sorrow and burden of sin lf,sted for 
years, and these years were remembered with paiu all through life ; and here 
is another evidence of the sovereign grace of God, for being brought up to no 
form of religious observance, she often quoted the familiar verse :-

" Why wns I made to hear His voice, 
And enter while there's room; 

Whilst thousands make a wretched choice, 
And rather starve than come 1" 

proving, "It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that rnnneth, bt:t of God 
that sheweth mercy." During the time of these convictions she was recom
mended to go to the Established Church, but could finrl no comfort from the 
teaching there, and then an old friend advised her to go and bear a i\Ir. 
Anderson, who occasionally preached in one of the mission rooms in connection 
with St. James' Church, Holloway, and here for the first time she found what 
her soul was longing for. so much so she asked the good man where he usually 
preached, which led to his visiting her, in her own home, and he then invitee! 
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her to his ehnpel, which pro,·ed to be the Old Providence Chapel, Islington 
Green \and this Mr. Anderson, I believe, was one of the few godly frienrlH 
who starte.'I that cause now known as Providence, Highbury Pince). l\lr. 
Glaskin was the pastor then, and his ministry was very profitable unto her 
soul, although many have been the helps by the way received by her, in such 
places as small mission rooms, and here is encouragement for those who in a little 
way are endeaYouring to exalt om precious Christ. Never will the writer forget 
one such happy season the dear departed experienced in the Mission Hoo111, 
AYenal-roarl, Highbury, when Mr. J. ,v. Banks was the preacher; the way 
had 1:een Yery rough, so we learned, and the preacher's text was Lam. iii. 33, 
and sweetly was he led to dwell upon, "Many are the afflictions of the
righteous, bnt the Lord delfrereth him out of them all." 

But to eome back. it was during the ministry of the late R. G. Edwards 
that her soul was set at liberty, and she was baptized by him, on April 26th, 
1871. recefring the right hand of fellowship on the following Lord's-day, 
May 3rd, retaining her membership with the same Church until the time of 
her death. Her consistent life was the means in God's hand of first arousing 
her late dear husband to a knowledge of the truth, as it is in Jesus, and they 
were favoured of the Lord to confess him publicly by baptism together, but a 
severe trial wa~ awaiting her a few years after this happy event, as on the 
13th July, 1877. her dear husband passed suddenly into the presence of the
Lord, leaving a large family, most of whom were still at school, and here our 
gracious God has fulfilled his promise to her and them, when he said, "Leave
thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive, and let thy widows trust 
in ~fo'' (Jer. xlix. 11); and ye that are widows indeed, may ye be comforted 
by this sure word of God. And so, through these days of tiial the same godly 
consisteney was obsen·ed, and coupled with the endeavour to train her 
children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord bas been owned of 
Him, as the facts shew. One son, our brother W. Chisnall, is pastor at 
G-uildford. Another son having married our beloved brother Abbotts• 
daughter; three other of the sons are active workers in Christian service, and 
the three remaining dau~hters are all interested in Christian work, two others 
of the family having left good evidences of their call by -grace before· 
departing to :-

"That land, which only by report is kno,vn," 
and so with the departure of our dear sister another link with the past is 
snapped, she being one of those who rejoiced under the ministry of such men 
as James Wells, J. Foremau, S. Milner, C. W. Banks, J. Hazelton, &c. 

She was la.id to rest iu the family grave at Finchley Cemetery, in the 
presence of a sorrowing company, on February 12th, 1898, and is greatly 
mourned by her family, and a large circle of friends, to whom she had 
endeared herself by many kindly acts and words, .and the testimony from 
many a heart is, "She being dead, yet speaketh." .And so the memory of the 
just is blessed, and, as the writer, so may the reader, pray:-

.. With them numbered may I be, Now, and throngheternity."· 

Savoury Sayings 
for Sensible Sinners 

and Seeking Souls. 
By Ancient Authors and JJ[odei-n JJlen. 

THE Lord is the only Friend that can 
be with ue at all times-James Wells. 

DOCTRINAL error is as great an 
enemy to sanctification as vice itself.-
J. H. Evana. 

THE Scripture may have more sen6es 
besides the literal, because God under• 
stands all things at once.-G. JI. 

A BAG of wind may be mistaken for 

a sa.ck of corn till it is lifted or opened• 
-Anon 

ONE ~eason why free•willers are so 
fond of talking about what they are to 
"do" is, because they "do" anything 
but live upon Christ,-Williani 'l'ant. 

Qu'l?W ARD comforts are like the 
rotten twigs of a tree. They may be 
touched, but, if they are trusted to, or 
rested upon, they will certainly deceive 
and fail us,-Guspel Magazine. 

AN old author says, "I have cleap.ed 
my mirror, :i.nd, fixing my eyes on 1t,1If· 
perceive so many defects in myse 
that I easily forgive those of others."
An11n. 
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NO NIGHT THERE. 
Lines suggested after hearing Mr. Mitchell preach from the worrk .. A nrl 

there shall be no night there" (Rev. xxi. 25). 

BY Miss TRIGGS. 

"THERE shall be no night there "-for light eternal 
Floods "the beloved city" of our God ; 

Brighter than sun or moon, it is the glory 
0£ the" slain Lamb, who washed us in His blood.'' 

Jesus! Thy presence here below makes heaven, 
And chases all the shades of night away ; 

What must it be, when freed from sin and sorrow. 
We dwell with Thee for aye, in perfect day? 

·whilst on this earth, we ruust have nights of sorrow. 
But they are needful; here we could not bear 

Unclouded sunshine-soon the plants would withe1· 
Which are to blossom in perfection there. 

But 'tis in love, our Father sends the darkness, 
The tranquil stillness, the refreshing dew 

Falls gently then on flowers of Faith and Patience. 
Reviving "hope and trust," buds forth anew. 

Press onward, then, "faint not, nor be discouraged,·• 
Earth's night is -short-eternity is long; 

And lest the heart grow weary, He hath given 
To cheer and solace in the "night a song." 

However dark the night may seem and dreary. 
The "Morning Star" will rise and chase away 

All shadows-then the "Sun of Light and Glory." 
. Shall usher i:n God's everlasting day. 

J nna 6th, 1898. · · 

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

Memorial of Walter R. T, Auld, Olrig, 
Caitliness, N.B. By his mother. 

· Third edition, Oxford: J; 0. ·Pembrey, 
164, Walton-street. Limp cloth, 
lettered ; price 6d., post free,. 

Tms.briefaccount of a young life closing 
1Jt the age of twenty-one forms nn illus
~ration of Isa. lv. 8, " For My thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways :My ways, saith the Lord;'' Gifted 
and godly beyond most, with a desire 
for the Christian ministry, many years 
of usefulness might have been antici
pated ; but the Lord saw fit to remove 
him at the very threshold of manhood. 
Faith can stand, however, when reason 
~taggers. " It is the Lord : let Him d_o 
what seemeth Him good." We confess 
to a moistened eye while reading this 
Ehort memorial from the stricken mother's 

pen. We wish for it a large circulatiou, 
as its perusal, by the blessing of God, 
may stir up godly parents to greater 
earnestnees in seeking to bring up their 
children "in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord," with more fervent prayer 
that the gracious Spirit may savingly 
enlighten their minds, and regenerat~ 
their souls. 

8EBll[0NS. 

"In Christ Jesus," by T. B1·adbur.v. 
Publishing Committee, 45, Sistova-road, 
Balham, S.W.; price one penny. ".-!n 
Ass1tred Res1trrection," by J. Parnell, 
of the author, 7, Trigon-road, Clapham
road, S.W. ; price one penny. "A 
Violated Coronation Oath," by J. M. 
Sangar, B.A. London : W. Wileman, 
27, Bouverie-street, Fleet-street, E.C.: 
price one penny. 

"OUR fathers trusted in Thee," so do we; they ~ailed upon Thee, ~o ,lo we : 
they hoped iu Thee, so do we ; they waited for Thee, so do we : am! they wern 
not ashamed, neither shall we he.-J. Jenner. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

AXXUAL GATHERINGS OF THE 
Sl"FFOLK AXD NORFOLK ASS0-
1 'IA TION. 

BY l\iRS. M:. A, MOORE. 
0 ,R fathera-where are they 1 Not to 
be seen among the large gatherings 
assembled at Ipswich on June 8th and 
!lth. The good old Suffolk worthies 
have gone to rest, and their works do 
follow them. but in their stead we are 
glad to know others have been raised up 
to wave onward the banners of truth. 

At 9 another prayer - meeting wa~ 
held, when the following ministerial 
brethren took part in the service-Jull 
(Cambridge), Gough (Marks Tey) 
Wilkinson <Leeds), Ranson (Somer! 
sham), and Bage (Stoke Ash). During 
this meeting brother Box, who with 
bro_ther Mitchell came do'!n as a depu
tation from the Metropolitan Associa
tion of Strict Baptist Churches, also 
gave a short but excellent address 
which was in itself 11mlt1un in pai·vo: 
May his kind, practical hints bear 
much fruit. 

At the more public service follow
ing these prayer-meetings Hymn No. 8 
was heartily sung. Brother Saunders 
read and implored the Divine blessing 
Mr. Dixon brought forth some excellent 
things while preaching from John 
iii. 16. 

We now come to 

Somehow, when these gatherings are 
held in a town, the noise and bustle and 
absence of rural scenery takes away a 
certain amount of quietness we love to 
enjoy in worship at all times, but show
ing bow irreatly these gatherings were 
patronised, quite by half-past ten a 
large 1;1umber of ministers, delegates, 
and friends were assembled from all 
parts. The first morning service con-
sisted of singing, reading, prayer. THE CLOSING SERVICE, 
Moderator's address; '"Articles of tb~ when people are getting tired and be
Association" were read in a clear, dis- coming restless. Our sympathies were 
tinct voice by Mr. D. Bennett; •• Ab- largely extended to brother A. Morling. 
stract of Letters from the Churches" Rain pouring down upon the tent, 
were read by Mr. S . .R.. Bland. water coming in upon the floor, a.nd 

In the afternoon, at 2 o'clock, Mr. J. pattering of feet outside, made it diffi-
Hhchcock announced Hymn 11. cult for the speaker ; nevertheless, 

Mr. John Box read Rev. i., and im- many listened with pleasure, as Mr. 
plored the Divine blessing. It was then Morling was marvellously helped 
our joy to listen to a. cheering, dis- (after listening to a warm, earnest 
criminating sermon, full of Gospel prayer by brother A. J. Ward, of 
truth, heartily delivered by Laxfield) to magnify our Lord and His 

)lr. E. :Mitchell, of Chadwell-street, glorious work upon the behalf of those 
fr0m Rom. i. 16. We like to hear the that were "ready to perish." Singing 
old. old story, revealing that Christ is "Bleat be the tie that binds" (" Glas
still ·• the power of God unto salvation gow "), prayer, and the benediction 
to every one that believeth." The dis- brought these interesting services to a 
course was set forth in terms which all close. May the Lord add His blessing. 
present, young and old, could under- Amen. 
stand, no one going away wondering P.S.-We were glad to see the genial 
what the preacher meant, At the con• face of the editor of the E. V. & G. H. 
clusion many little groups gathered present at the services, also the depute.
inside and outside the tent, saying how tion, brethren Box and Mitchell. Other 
much the Lord had blessed the sermon Churches in London were represented 
to their souls. One little group were by Howard (Limehouse), Oaks (Should
saying, "how it brought old George ham - etreet), Cooper (Wandsworth), 
Wrig-bt to their minds-everybody that Wakelin and Ling (Keppel-street); 
loved the truth loved Mr. Wright's pastors B. J. Northfield and J. Jull 
memory." Others spoke of Collins, were present from Cambridge, J. Bon
Cooper, and Charles Hill, and missed ney from Stevenage, Beds. ; the minis
their plain utterances. terial brethren present from Suffolk 

Another hymn, and Mr. Jull pro- and Norfolk were-A. Morling (Had· 
nounced the benediction. leighJ, A. J. Ward, Gill, H. Look, J. 

At the evening meeting Mr. Gray Rage, S. Haddock, J. R. Debnam, F. 
read Col. i. and led ns to the throne of Fells, W. Dixon, D. Bennett, G. W. 
grace. Mr. P. Reynolds preached the Fairhurst, H. D. Tooke, W. J. Kern, S, 
sermon, entitled, "The Triune Benedic- .T. Baker, Wilkinson, Gough, ,T. W. 
tion." which is published separately. Raunders, J.E. Hazelton. S. K. Bland, 
[See advt. on cover.] R. C. Bardens, Cordle. W. Leggett, B. 

SECOND DAY. I Linlf, H. Alexander (Blakenham), W. 
At 6 a.m. a large number assembled H. Ranson (Somershaml, J. Grimwood, 

for _prayer. Several delegates from the &.c., &c. 
:vari~us Churches implored the Divine . [Next month (D.V.) we will give a 
ole3s1ng. : few extracts from the Moderator's 
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excellent address. We think Mr. 
Hazelton spoke out clearly like a 
man and a Christian. The dis
courses of Mr. Dixon and Mr. 
Merling will also be noticed.
J. W.B.] 

WEST HAM LANE. 
PROPOSED NEW CHAPEL. 

As an outcome of a previous unani
mous decision of the Church worship
ping at the above place to "Arise and 
build," a meeting of Church and con
gregation was held in the schoolToom, 
on April 21st. The object of the 
gathering was to ma.ke the first effort 
towards collecting the sum required, 
which is estimated to be about £2,500, 

After singing, prayer, and reading of 
the Word, the pastor, J. W. Humphreys, 
gave a brief outline of the way in 
which the Lord had brought them to 
their present position. He showed that 
the undertakmg was not the outcome 
of mere impulse, but the result of much 
earnest prayer and thought; they were 
confident that the Lord had laid this 
work upon them. 

He called attention to the incon
venience to which the worshippers 
were subjected owing to the frequently 
overcrowded condition of the chapel; it 
was known that many had expressed 
themselves as being afraid to come lest 
they should rob others of seats. 

The speaker then pointed out the 
very definite way in which God had 
answered prayer. They asked Him to 
fill the place, and He had filled the 
place. Now it appeared evident to them 
that whatever self-sacrifice, or arduous 
labour it might involve, to be true to 
the Lord and to their own prayers, they 
must set themselves to the work of 
collecting for a new and larger edifice. 
In closing, the pastor observed that if 
this were a merely human enterprise he 
dare not so much as touch it with the 
end of a long pole ; they were so poor, 
and felt that the result must be failure. 
But if, as they knew to be the case, the 
Lord had put this work to their hands, 
then they need not fear, their resources 
were vast. That Almighty One, to 
whom belonged the silver and the gold, 
would intervene on their behalf, "His 
hand would be upon them for good." 

Mr. Stockdale was the next speaker. 
He was listened to with marked atten
tion. Many of us knew that, owing to 
a very severe and prolonged illness, his 
presence there was in face of very grave 
danger; but so sure was he that the 
time had arrived to be up and doing, 
that he determined to put himself in the 
Lord'~ hands, to brave the danger, and 
thus give to all an example worthy of 
imitation. The points of his speech 
were: Praise to God for manifold 
blessings in the past, the great 
necessity of united prayer and effort, 

and the assurance which possessed hia 
heart and mind that the Lord would 
prosper them. 

The meeting was then addreRsed bv 
our esteemed deacon and suoerintenden't 
of the Sunday-school, J. Gpsdale. He, 
too, raised a note of praiee, Our brother 
proved that there could be no doubt as 
to the desirability of the step. He ur.,.ed 
all to take off their coats, and st;nd 
prepared to work and pray till the 
edifice was erected. 

Earnest and forcible speeches, 
speeches right to the noint, followed 
from A, T. Haines and J'. Stegglee. 

Amongst the officers of the Church 
there was an evident loving unanimity 
of purpose. It r1uickly became apparent 
that the same unity of spirit animated 
the whole meeting. Friend after friend 
gave promises, larae-hearted souls 
promised all they coufo possibly spare; 
indeed, such was the liberality of those 
present that before the friends diRpersed 
£428 had been promised. So evident 
was the great self-sacrifice on the part 
of some of the poorest present that our 
largest donor, moved with manifest 
emotion, turned round to the next 
largest giver, and said: "No praise 
belongs to us ; it is to these poorer ones. 
I feel in -:iomparison that we have done 
nothing." 

The meeting was closed, as might be 
well expected, with the grand old song 
of praise." Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow." HOPEFUL. 

OLA.PHAM JnrcrroK. 
PROVIDENCE CHAPEL. 

ON May 8th, and 10th. the twent,-si.xth 
anniversary of the formation of the 
Church was held, and the services were 
throughout notable for their spiritual 
character, and enjoyment. 

On the Sunday morning our pastor 
was led to preach from the words, " The 
children which thou she.It have after 
thou hast lost the other, shall say again 
in thine ears, The place is too strait for 
me." 

In the evening, pastor T, ,l ones, of 
New Cross, occupied the pulpi~, and was 
enabled to deliver an excellent discourse 
from the words, '"For Thou, Lord, art 
good and ready to forgive, and plenteous 
in mercy unto all them that call upon 
Thee." 

The services were continued on Tues
day, when a large number of friends 
gathered in the afternoon. Mr. J. Bush 
was the preacher, and took for his text, 
"We preach Christ crucified." The 
sermon was greatly enjoyed. 

After tea had been partaken of, a 
public meeting was held, presided over 
by Mr. W. P, Goodley. The chairman 
made some very kind remarks to en
courage our pastor and us as a people. 
and then called upon Mr. E. Beecher. 
who gave a cheering address from the 
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two portiom. '"Carta.inly I will be with 
thee."' and "Lo, I am with you a.l wa.ys," 

Mr. J. Bush followed with some 
kindly words on, "recording" the good
ness a.nd mercy of God. 

Mr. Da.dswell spoke well from the 
text, "The Lord thy God in the midst of 
thee i~ mighty," a.nd 

l\Ir. E. W. Flegg. on the words," Wha.t 
time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee." 

l\Ir. E. White then ga.ve a. thoughtful 
address on the portion," One thing have 
I desired of the Lord. that will I seek 
after.'' e.nd · 

Mr. E. Ma.rsh ga.ve us some stirring 
words from, " I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love, therefore with loving
kindness have I drawn thee." 

Our pastor announced tha.t the col
lections amounted to £20, and moved a 
hearty vote of thanks to the chairman. 
This was seconded by brother Appleton, 
and carried, and Mr. Goodley suitably 
acknowledged. 

.. God be with you till we meet ng::iin," 
was sung at pa.rting,andhavingsweetly 
realised the presence of our Divine 
::\faster we were enabled to go on our 
way rejoicing, and blessing God for His 
goodness to us as II Church. 

FRED W. KEVAN. 

BERMOXDSEY (LYNTON•ROAD).
Ca.re for the poor is a duty incumbent 
upon the Church of God. a.nd ha.a been 
for eighty-two years one of the special 
features of the cause now located a.t 
Lynton-road. On Tuesday, 3rd May, the 
annual services of the Society for the 
Relief of the Poor and Sick, which wa.s 
founded in 181.,. were held and were of 
an encouraging nature. In the after
noon, Mr. F. C. Holden, of Limehouse, 
preached an excellent sermon, ta.king 
for his text, "The fire shall ever be burn
ing upon the altar. It shall never go 
out" (Lev. vi. 13). A tea having been 
partaken of, a public meeting was held, 
presided over by .Mr. J. M. Rundell, of 
the Surrey Tabernacle, who warmly 
advocated the claims of the Society, 
basing his remarks upon the words, 
"Forasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these 1\1 y 1:,rethren, 
ye have done it unto Me." The repC1rt 
of the Society's operations for the pre· 
ceding yeu was read by the Secretary 
(Mr. H. Blackman), who for many years 
has laboured hard in the interePts of the 
Society. and shewed that during the 
year £30 tis. 4d. had been distributed 
(mostly in small amounts), amongst 
many aged, infirm and necessitous 
r,er~om, in addition to fhnnel, articles 
of clothing, cake, &c., which had been 
placed at the dispo~al of the Society, 
Brethren Cornwell, D.i.ds,vell, Langford, 
Pounds, Holden. and D.1.le (pastor), 
gave suitable addressee, and the meeting 
closed by the congrel!'ation singing, 
•· All h!!.il the power of Jesu's name." 

The need of a. Society like this In the 
neighbourhood is great, and it was 
announced that the oolleotor, Miss 
Cattermole. of 26, Yalding-road, Ber
mondsey, would be happy to receive 
contributions or articles for distribution, 

A PLEASANT DAY AT PENTSIDE, 
DOVER. 

ALTHOUGH the weather was wet and 
stormy on Ma.y the 4th, the Lord was 
more unto us than all our doubts and 
fears. With our own friends and those 
who ea.me from distant places, a good 
number mustered at three o'clock to 
hear Mr. Thoma.s procla.im the Gospel 
of Christ, from Rev. i. 17. 

CHRIST THE FIRST AND THE LAST. 
!.-Christ in the midst of His 

Churches. He holds His servants in His 
hand. He understands their timid and 
fearful disposition. 

II,-Christ is first in preacher's 
me9sage and thoug-ht. First at creation, 
a.nd in regeneration, first immutable, 
incomprehensible, incarnate, Trium
phant from the tomb. 

III.-Christ is the last to whom we 
~o for salvation. Last to reign. L!Lst 
m dying Christian's thought. First and 
the last, He is all in glory, 

After this discourse, which was a feast 
for the spiritual man, we sat down to 
a well spread table for the natural ma.n. 

The evening meeting was well 
attended, and at the conclusion of the 
pastor's opening remarks, 

Mr. Thomas spoke on the Church and 
Christ the Head of the Church, 

Mr. Scott, senr. deacon, delivered a 
very savoury address on God's faithful
ness. Truly he spoke of the things he 
had tasted, handled a.nd felt. 

Mr. William Bradley addressed us 
very ably and eloquently, on Practical 
Christianity, He drew his illustrations 
from the Channel lights, which point 
out the rocks and sands which a.re the 
sailors• enemies. Our light is the Gospel. 
Our Christian duty is to point out to the 
ungodly, the rocks of unbelief and the 
treacherous sands of indifference, We 
cannot give life, but we ca.n speak to 
men and women, and seek to persuade 
them to attend the House of God. 

Mr. Scott, junr., followed with a very 
able address on living pictures. As we 
ga.ze on a pictnre, we a.re inwardly 
affected by what we see; something in 
the picture creates inward appreciation 
and admiration for it. So should 
Christiane set forth Christ, that, as the 
world gaze upon ue, they may •· take 
knowledge of us that we have been 
with Jesus." 

Brother Fakeley then based his re• 
marks on Job ii. 7, and led us up to a. 
point in which all Christians rejoice. 
"The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.'' 

D uing the evening two anthems were 
sung under the leadership of brother E. 
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Drury, to whom, and to those who 
gathered around him a very hearty vote 
of thanks was acc·orded. Al~o to our 
sisters, Mra, Oarpenter, Mra. Knott, and 
the Misseg Waters and Knott, &c., who 
managed and prepared tea, 

A most enjoyable and very successful 
meeting concluded after we had sung 
"On Wings or Faith," &c. The proceed~ 
of the meetings which amounted to 
.£7 8s. lld,, were handed to the pastor. 

RE-OPENING '' ZION," WlSBEOH. 
ON April 24th, re-opening services took 
place. Sermons were preached morning 
afternoon, and evening, preceded by ~ 
-0evotional at 9.30 a.m., by Mr, B. J. 
Northfield, of March, nnder whose care 
the above place has a.gain been opaned 
for the· proclamation of the old
fashioned truths of the Gospel, so dear 
to the denomination of Strict Baptists. 

Splendid congregations attended to 
hear the pastor of Providence, March, 
-0n the Sabbath, and no less so on the 
following Tuesday, April 26th, when we 
again listened with profit to Mr. W. 
Jeyes Styles in the afternoon, as he 
spoke from Zech. x. 12. 

At five, tea was provided to a.bout 150 
and much enjoyed by everyone present' 
oversight of the tea. being carefully 
conducted by Miss Pratt. 

Evening meeting commenced a.bout 
'7.30, and again a, good congregation 
n.ssembled. Pastors of neighbouring 
Churches took pa.rt, 

Mr. Howard read Psa., ciii., followed 
by prayer by Mr. D. Norman. in which 
most of us could say Amen. · 

Mr. B. J. Northfield addresaed the 
meeting from " He thanked God and 
took courage." ' 

Mr. Peters upon "And in this place 
will I give peace, sa.ith the Lord of 
Hosts." 

Mr. Throssell, "Peace be within thy 
walls.'' 

Mr. H. M,. Winch, "He was wounded 
for our transgressions," 

A thoroughly enjoyable meeting in 
every way was listened to with rapt 
attention, the speakers being greatly 
helped, we believe, by the Spirit, so that 
it was enjoyable for them also. We 
trust that the fruit may be seen in 
.after days, 

Collections on both da7s exceeded £ H 
which was very gratifying. ' 

We trust our God will yet raise up 
this cause of truth, and plant a. faithful 
minister there to feed the flocks of His 
chosen heritage. 

The renovation, which is complete, 
has rendered it a suitable place to 
worship· in, the walls being made a nice 
~reef!, with Dobson's Flatting Varnish, 
1s quite a successful operation. A new 
ves~ry for the minister has been erected, 
re-seating, new. baptistry, and new 
stove in the chapel, has made the 

interior equal to new. The outside 
front being also properly done makes ;t 
a prominent edifice, · 

We bless our covenant God for His 
mercy toward us, for He is not slack 
concerning His promise that He will 
raise up one city and pull down another 
and will gather His people from th~ 
ends or the earth. We do pray earnestly 
that some of the ends of the earth may 
be_ gathered even at Zion chapel, 
W1sbech. 

About £W is still required to raise the 
sum for the renovation. 

G. W. FRANKLIN. 
Mar~h. 

PONDER'S EN'D (EDEN). - Very 
encouraging services in connection 
with the sixth anniversary of the 
formation of the Church were held on 
Wednesday, lHay 18th. Brother White, 
!)f Woolw1ch, came up in the afternoon 
m the fulness of the blessing of the 
Gospe_l_ of Christ, and delivered from 
Paa.. 111. 9,_a most s3:voury, evangelical, 
and experimental discourse which was 
listened to with profound attention and 
appreciation. Tea was served to a 
iroodlynumber of sympathisin"' friends. 
Theevening meeting was ably presided 
over by Mr. F. B. Applegate, of Chad
well-street, whose cheering and spirited 
remarks greatly encouraged the little 
flock at Eden. Excellent a.ddres~es were 
delivered by brethren Alfrey, Palmer 
Lovelock, and White, the latter brothe; 
again addressing us from the words 
" My springs are in Thee," with much 
liberty and felicitousness of speech 
while he dwelt forcibly and sweetly 
upon the fnlness, freshness, purity, 
freeness, constancy, and perpetuity of 
those everlasting springs of grace and 
consolation abounding in Chri~t. our 
covenai::.t Head and Saviour. Congre
gation~ throughout were goo:i, and 
collect10!1s exce_eded on: most sanguine 
expectations, £0 193. bemg sent into the 
treasury of the Lord. To our adorable 
Redeemer be all the praise.-O::s-E WHO 
WAS THERE. 

MAIDSTONE (PROVIDENCE, MOTE• 
ROAD).-On Wednesday, May ISth we 
held our 78th anniversary, }Ir.' E. 
Mitchell, of Cha.dwell-street, whom we 
were very pleased to have with us 
preached two excellent sermons. After: 
noon on the matchless wonders of God 
!n creation: providence and grace, and 
m the evenmlf sweetly led our minds to 
realise what 1t is to hold fellowship 
with our ever to be adored and blessed 
Jesus, referring to many phases of 
Christian experience. The afternoon 
service commenced by singing, 

.. Jesus Thy &tints assemble here, 
Thy power and goodness to clecla,re .. 

(667 Stevens), and we closed in the 
evening with "All hail the power of 
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,Tesu's name.'' We had asmalla.ssembly 
in the afternoon, but a better con
gregation in the evening. Tea. was 
served in the , estry, which was well 
filled. I was pleased to hear the friends 
express the pleasure they had in listen
ing to such blessed truths that fell 
from the lips of our much esteemed 
brother Mitchell. To God be all the 
pmise. Collections £2 lls. 5d.-E.W. 

RERTFORD-On Whit llfondav we 
held special services in aid of restoration 
fund for the above chapel. Brother 
Cornwell, of Brixton, preached two 
Christ-exalting sermons, morning and 
afternoon. At the public meeting in the 
evening, our pastor, R. Bowles. took the 
chair. Brethren C. Corn well, .'f. Cb.alk
ley, W. ~ash. sen., W. Nash, jun., and 
W. Debnam, gave good Gospel addresses. 
A report was read by deacon. W. Lam
wortb.. showing £1S in hand towards 
the restoration fund, Cold collation 
and tea was provided, kind friends 
giving most of the provisions, and great 
praise is due to our lady friends in pre
paring and serving the same. The 
day's collections £5 0,. 7d. Procefds 
from cold collation a.nd tea, £1 2s 3d. 
Brother Debnam (London), brought 
with him £3 6s. 6d., kindly collected 
from London friends, whom wehea.rtily 
thank, making a total in hand of £27 
~ •. c!d. Our eyes are up to the Lord for 
further help, and our prayer is for 
prosperity.-H. C. H. 

BRADFIELD-ST.-GEORGE. - The 
48th anniversary services were held on 
Whit Sunday and Monday, May 29th 
and 30th. Both days there was a 
spiritual power felt, and to the Lord be 
all the praise. Our kind helper, Mr. S. 
K. Bland, preached in the morning and 
evening on the Sunday. There was a. 
savour and power in the Word preached ; 
it was truly a word of help to the 
Lord's people and encouragement to the 
seekers. We bless God there are those 
amongst us who have left the hateful 
paths of sin and are seeking-God's salva
tion. In the afternoon, Mr. Baker, of 
Bury-St,-Edmunds, preached a. stirring 
sermon upon Heh. xi. 30. On the Mon
day. our beloved brother, Mr. P. 
Reynolds, of London, preached a sermon 
in the afternoon from the words, " If 
any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ 
let him be Anathema llfaran-atha.." The 
word was like a. sharp knife and it cut 
very close. So that one brother said, 
Who then can be saved? Yet we believe 
that in many hearts there wa.s the feel
ini:r, Lord Jeeus, Thou knowest all 
thmgs, Thou knowest I love Thee. The 
meeting in the evening was presided 
over by Mr. J. C. Ridley, of Bury-St.• 
Edmunds. Brother Mor ling, of Hadleigb, 
led us in prayer. Mr. Dixon thanked 
the chairman for his kindness in paying 

us a visit again this year, and also aU 
th~ bre_thren who hav;e come to help us. 
It 1s a JOY to meet with you all in the 
interest of the kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus: It is_, t_o my mi_nd,a great privilege 
that m spiritual thmgs, our lot is cast 
among the free Churches of this 
country, and specially among the 
Baptist body. The Lord has set His seal 
to the Word preached, and we 
praise Him for all His grace and 
patient care to us through another 
year. Addresses were ¥iven by brethren 
A. Marling, J. Saunaers, G. Cobb, W. 
Rumsey, and P. Reynolds. We felt the 
Lord the Spirit was with u~, and the 
savour of the services will never be for
gotten. About 130 took tea, superin
tended by our friends, Mr. a.nd Mrs. W, 
Bland, and Mrs. F. and H. Last. The 
money needed to clear off our debt on 
the Restoration Fund. and other 
expenses was £10. Collections a.mounted 
to £7, and some £3 collected by Mr 
Dixon gave us the a.mount required: 
Our chairman said instead of thanking 
one another let us all rise and thank 
God, which we did, by singing, " Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow." 
Prayer by the chairman, closed these 
very happy and profitable services. 

BOW (MOUNT ZION, BOLOLPH•ROAD). 
-Twenty-ninth anniversary of the 
formation of the Church, was held 
April 18th. Brother W. G. Faunch 
ably presided, and brethren Holden, 
Cornwell, Watts, Dadswell, Taylor, and 
W. H. Lee, dwelt on those matters 
which relate to the soul's eternal wel
fare. Some of the tribulations of the 
pilgrims' pathway were referred to, but 
the meeting ended in prayer and praise 
to the God of a.ll gra.ce.-W. H. LEE. 

ILFORD (EBENEZER).-We held our 
62nd anniversary services on . Lord's. 
day, the 5th, a.nd Tuesday, the 7th 
June. Brother Taylor (pastor elect), 
preached morning and evening on the 
Lord's-day, and on Tuesday, brother H. 
D. Mobbs, preache@l in the afternoon 
from Ephes. i. 13, "In whom ye also 
trusted," etc., and wa.s most graciously 
helped. In the evening a public meet• 
ing wa.s held at which brother Mobbs 
presided. We opened by singing the 
well-known hymn, "Come, Thou Fount 
of every blessing." The chairman then 
rea,d Psa.. lxxxiv. and brother Archer 
engaged in prayer. After some very 
appropriate and encouraging remarks 
from brother Mobbs, the following 
brethren addressed the friends: Brother 
Cullb:!gford, from John xvii. 26, " I 
have declared unto them Thy name," 
etc. Brother Flory exhorted his 
brethren as fellow-labourers to strive 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to 
the saints. Brother Gull spoke from 
the last verse of Psa. xl., "But I am 
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poor and needy," eto. Brother Watts 
from Pea. xxiii. last verse "Surely 
goodness and meroy shall fohow me," 
eto. Brother Morgan took the 14th 
verse of the 2nd ohapter of 2nd of 
Timothy, "Continue thou in the things 
whioh thou bast learned," etc., and 
spoke most suitably and encouragingly 
to our brother Taylor and the Church, 
oommending them to the Lord, Brother 
Taylor followed, thanking brother 
Morgan; the chairman, and other 
brethren for their sympathy and good 
wishes for the future, tl\king Isa. xlix. 
13, "Sing, 0 heavens," etc., as the foun
dation of his remarks, he expressed 
gratitude to God for His merciful 
lovingkindne~s, especially during the 
past few months, both to the Church 
and himself. Trusting that the Lord 
would be pleased to continue to bless us 
both in providence and grace, and that 
the past may prove to be an earnest of 
good things to come, All the services 
wer11 very well attended, and the 
presence of our Heavenly Father 
realised throughout, the friends con
tributing liberally to the collections, 
for which we desire to thank our Triune 
God, to whom be all the praise. 

P.8.-It may be mentioned that this will in 
all probability be the last anniveraary 
thatweshallholdin the present bui'dinir. 
The premises having been disposed of, 
we have to vacate at Michaelmas next, 
bnt our eyes are up unto the Lord, from 
whom cometh all our hope and expecta
tion, that He has been pleased in His 
mercy to open a way whereby we may 
by personal effort and the help of 
Christian friends generally, euct a 
fresh house for the glory of His name. 
(See adverti•ement).-W. G. F. 

HTLPERTON. -The ninety-second 
anniversary of chapel was held on 
Wednesday, May 11th. Mr. Moxon, of 
Bury, Lancashire, was the preacher for 
the occasion. po-eaching in the afternoon 
from t>•a. lxxiii. 10: "Therefore His 
people return hither, and water• of a 
full cup are wrung out to them" In 
bis remarks he was enabled to enter into 
the experiences of the tried children of 
God, showing the neoessity of these 
varied exercises of the soul, and that 
every bftter ingredient was necessary, 
and that every child of God must drink 
of it in order to realise the sweetness of 
the comfort, consolations, and deliver
ances wrought out for and be~towed 
·upon the tried blood-bought children of 
God. The truths set forth Wtlre muoh 
enjoyed by those who were present, 
most feeling the Lord's presenoe and 
blessin~. In the evening the text was 
Heb, xiii. 20. He was sweetly led to 
speak of tho God of peaoe, and al•o of 
His glorious work in raising from the 
dead our Lord Je•us; and also dwelling 
upon His benutiful oharaoter as the 
"Great Shepherd of the sheep," setting 
forth sweetly the stability of the ever• 

lasting covenant, and Hi~ office of great 
Shepherd of the sheep being sustained 
through the covenant being sealed with 
His precious blood, and thus securing 
eternally every sheep and lamb in His 
flock. Truly it was a blessed feeding-
time for the flock of Jesus, and much 
enjoyed. The chapel was well filled, 
both afternoon and evening. Friends 
oame from Southwick, Bath, Holt, 
Bradford-on-Avon, Broughton, and from 
"The Room," Trowbridge, also from 
Zion, Trowbridge. A goodly number 
sat down to tea. The collections 
were good, amounting to :£4 3s. All 
was good, from first to last ; and the 
dear Lord was in our midst. and sweetly 
blessed us. All praise to His dear name. 
-EBENEZER. 

WEST HAM LANE. - Services. to 
commemorate the silver jubilee of West 
Ham Sunday-sohool, were held on 
Sunday, May 8th, and the following 
Tueeday. On the Sunday, the pastor 
(J, W. Humphreys) preached in the 
morning, and pastor S. T. Belcher 
(Homerton) in the evening. Mr. Belcher 
also addressed the children in the 
schoolroom in the afternoon. On the 
Tuesday afternoon a sermon was 
preached by pastor John Box (Soho). 
after whioh tea. was provided, about 100 
children and friends sitting down. 
The meeting in the evening was, in 
the absence of Mr. I. R. Wakelin 
(occasioned by the illness of his wife). 
presided over by the pastor (J. W. 
Humphreys), who read a. letter from 
Mr. Wakelin expressing regret at his 
inability to be present. Addresses were 
delivered by brethren G. W. Thomas 
(Watford), J. Box (Soho), S T. Belcher 
(Homerton), and H. T. Chilvers 
(BloomsburY.), The secretary's annual 
report showed the school to be in a 
fairly prosperous condition, and, 
amongst other thing•, reported that 
Rix of our scholars had joined the 
Churoh during the year. Such evi
denoes of the Lord's blessings encourage 
us to go on serving a faithful Master, 
and inoreases our desire to more earnest! y 
tell the old, <'ld stnry of our Saviour's 
redeeming love Dllring the evening, 
presentations of handsome Oxford 
Teacherb' Bibles csub•cribed for by the 
teachers and Plder scholars) were made 
to Mr John UpsdalP, who has been the 
superintendent of the school since its 
foundation ; and to the secretary, Mr. 
Georll'e o .. key, who has also been con• 
neoted with the school during the 
twenty-five years of its existenc"; and 
the•e presentations were responderl to 
by the recipiPnts. Special mention was 
marle by Mr. Upsdale in hi<reply of our 
old soholars' meeting, held with such 
an enoouraging re,ult, in January last. 
Special hymns and pieoes were sung by 
the children. The meetings were all 
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well attended, the chapel on Sunday 
and Tue~de.y evenings being quite full, 
and gave us much enoouragement,
W. H. B. 

LEE (DACRE•PARK BAPTIST 
CHAPEL). - The forty-sixth Church 
anni versa.ry SP.r,;,ices were held on 
Sunday, May 22nd, when sermons were 
preached. in the morning by the pastor 
(Mr. ,T. H. Lynn), in the evening by Mr. 
E. White (Woolwich). The services 
were continued on Tnesday, 2-!th. In 
the afternoon brother Mitchell preached 
ai:i exe:ellent discourse. Tea was pro
vided In the schoolroom, and a public 
meeting held in the chapel. Thomas 
~reen, Esq. (Surrey Tabernacle), i,re
s1ded. The secretary (0. Wilson Sea.rs) 
gave a report of the work, &o., during 
the past year. Very encouraging ad
dresses were delivered bv hrethren 
Mitchell. R. E. Scars, E. W. Flegg, T. 
Jones, T, C>trr, anrl the pa.stor. 
C-illections, £8 103. We are praying 
for much good to result from these 
services. 

CHATHAM (ENON). -Anniversary 
11nvioes were held here on Lord's-day 
May 15th, when two sermons werJ 
d .. livered by the pastor, ,T. Gardiner. 
That in the morning from Dent. viii. 2, 
"Thou shalt remember all the wav." 
etc. I. The leading, as a i:;hepherd, His 
sheep ; as a Teacher, His di•r.iples; as a 
Captain, His army; a• a Father, His 
children. II. Where led? In the wilder
ness. lonelinesP, barrenness, weariness. 
P,morama of Christian expereience. 
III. Why Jed? "To humble." "to 
prove." "to know." That in the even
ing from John xiv. 27, "Peace I leave 
with you, My peace I give unto you," 
I. Love's legacy (no "legacy duty" to 
pay); )Pgal peace with God, as the 
Judge (Rom. v. 1); preserving peace, as 
to the heart in f•eling and the mind 
in thinking (Phil. iv, 7>; ruling or 
governing self <Col. iii. 15), II. Love's 
bestowment. "My peace I give unto 
you." Mine. because I poured out My 
·soul unto death under your sins, and 
God's just wrath and curse against 
them. Therefore. it is Mine, because I 
purchased it, and it is Mine to give. I 
am My own "Executor." On Wednesday 
following, pastor H. T. Chilvers, of 
Keppel-street, delivered two sound and 
savoury sermons. That in the afternoon 
from John xiv, 19. I. I live. II. Ye 
live. III. Ye live, because I live. (1) He 
lives as God Almighty; also as Mediator 
between God and man, as Prophet, 
Priest, King. To teach me my folly; 
to take away the arm of flesh when I 
trust to it instead of Him ; that I may 
know He careth for me. Everythin_g 
that concerns me, concerns Him. He 
lives. Ma.ny relationships in one body. 
The same body that lived down here in. 

sympathy with us, (2) We live. A 
grand life. Br the new birth ; as 
members of His body; as branoheR of 
the Vine. (3) Ye live, beoause•I live, 
Their life" in Him," eto. That in the 
evening from P~o.. lxxxiv, 6, •· Passing 
throu~h the valley of Baca make it a 
well," etc. I. As they, so we have to 
p&ss through valleys, Repentance, the 
first valley of Baoa (or weeping) ; also 
hope deferred, disappointment, soul
trouble, "Passing through" means 
coming out heavenward. Jesus passed 
through this "valley of weeping" 
when " He po11red out strong crying 
an:i te:i.rs." II. This valley turned to 
good acoount, They make it "a well" 
of prayer, hope, patience, resignation ; 
all which contain blessings of the water 
of life. These waters ri,e up to rerresh 
and comfort the soul, and produce 
1rratitude, love, and praise to God.
VERITAS. 

RAMSEY, HUNTS, (SALEM) -The 
goodne~s of the Lord we desire to 
rPcognise, as made known to u~, ae a 
Church and people. On Thursday, May 
5th, we held our chapel anniversary 
service~ when we were favoured with 
the Lord's presence. Oar brother Kern, 
of Ipswich, preached two soul refrAshing 
sermons, fxtolling a precions Cb.rist, 
and declaring the distinctive truths of 
the Gospel. Congregations were good, 
altbonirh the rain, falling heavily at 
the time, prevented ma.ny we know 
from coming. A public tea was pro
vided, at whioh 164 sat down, The 
neighbouring Churches were well 
represented, which is a token of love 
and unity- viz., March, Warboys, 
Whittle~ea, Chatteris, and Benwick. 
The proceeds of the servioes, whioh 
were for the chapel fund, amounted to 
£15 18s. With these continued tokens 
of thti Lord's blessinl\', we would raise 
another Ebenezer, and press on. looking 
unto Him.-JOHN NORRIS THROSSELL. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM CHAPEL),-The 
15th anniversary services of laying 
memorial stones of the chapel were 
held on May 22nd and 24th. Two ser• 
mons were })_reached on Lord's-day by 
the pastor, F. C. Holden, which were 
God-honouring and Christ-exalting in
deed. We had good congrega.tions at 
both services. On the following Tuesday 
Mr. Bush preached in the afternoon an 
instructive and encouraging discourse 
to the profit of the 11eople assembled. 
Tea was served to a goodly number of 
friends, and at 6.30 the public meeting 
began, Mr. F. Lee, of Stratford, pre• 
siding. The opening hymn was 751 
(Denham's), "Glorious things of thee 
are spoken." Mr. Lee then read Psa. 
lxxi. Brother Elnaugh sought the 
Lord's blessing upon the meeting, The 
chairman, in a few well-ohosen re• 
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marks upon the neoessity of the opera
tions of the Holy Svirit in all the exer
olses of the soul of the Lord's people. 
With the savour of the Word in the 
afternoon resting upon the minds of 
the brethren (all but one being present), 
sounded the key-note for the even
ing service. Dear brethen Beecher, 
Bush, Clark, W. H. Lee, and Parnell, in 
their addresses, put forth the grand old 
Gospel of the blessed God, so we have 
cause for rejoicing and thankfulness for 
the great goodness of our covenant God 
in spiritual blessings poured out and 
also for financial meroy. Our collections 
were in advance of last year, and ma.y 
the Lord continue His great favours to 
us, 80 prays-A LITTLE ONE. 

SURREY TABERNACLE. 
SPECIAL servioes were held here on 
Wednesday, June 16th 1898, when the 
Lord's people assembled in considerable 
numbers and joined in thanksgiving 
to Him for His manifold mercies in 
sparing our beloved pastor and enabling 
him to complete the eleventh year of 
his pastorate. 

The services were commenced in the 
afternoon by singing Hymn 660 in our 
selection: 

"0 that J ebovah in His love 
May meet wi1h us to-day.'' 

Our dear brother Mitchell. of Chadwell
street, occuvied the pul vit, and, after 
reading Heb. vii., preached an excellent 
and sweet Permon from Heb. v. 9, "And 
being made perfect, He became the 
Autlior of eternal salvation unto all 
them that obey Him," after which tea. 
was served in the large vestry to a 
goodly number of friends. 

Our beloved pastor presided at the 
evening meeting, which was largely 
attended, and commencerl with singing 
Hymn 153, "Arise, 0 King of grace, 
arise," and the reading of Ephes. vi. 
10-26. Brother Bush supplicated the 
Divine presence and blessing, and our 
pastor, after sayin!l' that we had met to 
aoknowledge the Lord's goodness and 
mercy to us as a Churoh and people, as 
well as His marvellous kindness to 
himself in partioula.r, observed that, 
although we had seen many cha.nll'es, 
we had been upheld by the Word of His 
power. After making a few remarks 
from the words, 11 The gods are come 
down to us in the likeness of men•' 
(Acts xiv. 11), he made special refer
ence to the words, 11 He left not Him
self without witness, in that He did 
good, and gave us rain from heaven and 
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with 
food and gladness." 

Brother Thomas, of Watford, in good 
style addressed us upon II Christ, the 
Altar and the Atonement connected 
therewith." 

Brother Hazelton followed, founding 
his remarks on Isa. liv, 11, 12, "0 thou 

afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not 
comforted, behold I will la.y thy stones 
with fair colours, and lay thy founda
tions with sapphires. And I will make 
thy windows of agates, and thy gates 
of carbuncles, a.nd all thy borders of 
pleasant stones," from which words a 
very instructive, spiritual, and encoura
ging address wa.s delivered. 

Brother Carr then spoke from Rom. 
xv. 29. "The fnlness of the blessing of 
the Gospel of Christ." after which 
brother Rundell, in a loving and sym
pathetic manner, congratulated the 
vastor on his attaining the eleventh 
year of his pastorate, a.nd expressed the 
heartfelt desire of the Church a.nd 
people, that it would please our cove
nant God to spare his life for many 
years, and that he might come up from 
time to time in the fulnPss of the 
blessing of the GoPpel of Christ. He 
then announced that a. collection for 
brother Dolbev would be ma.de, which 
was liberally responded to. The hymn, 
"I once was a. stranger to grace and to 
God," was sung, after which brother 
J. H. Lynn, of Da.cre-µark, discoursed 
very wisely and well from John iii. 8. 
'' The wind bloweth where it listeth." 
Brother Mitchell was enabled to speak 
from Isaiah Iv. 10, 11, o; For as the rain 
cometh down and the snow from 
heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
wa.tereth the earth a.nd ma.keth it bring 
forth a.nd bud, that it may give seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater ; so 
shall My word be that goeth forth out 
of My mouth," a.nd, as he spa.ke, the 
heavenly rain did descend in soft 
refreshing showers, a.nd the plants in 
the garden of the Lord seemed to grow, 
bud and blossom. 

The pastor then, in a few kindly 
words, brought thisha.ppy meeting to a 
close, and we sang with heart and voice 
Hymn 685: 

"Now may He who from the den.d 
Bron!!ht the SbPpherd of the sheep. 

Jesus Christ. our King n.nd Hen.d, 
All our souls in safety keep." 

After earnest prayer and the bene
diction, the assembly was d;smissed, 
many feeling that the great Master of 
assemblies had been in the midst, and 
that it ha.d indeed been good to be 
there. May God grant that many 
more such meetings may be vouchsafed 
to us. G. F. G. 

IPSWICH (ZOAR),-Special services 
in connection with the 57th anniversary 
were held on Lord's-day, May 15th. 
Three sermons were delivered by Mr. T. 
Jones of New Cross. in the morning 
from '1 Pet. ii. 5, "Ye also as lively 
stones are built up a spiritual house," in 
the afternoon from the latter part of 
the same verse, and in the evening from 
Luke xix. 10, " The Son of Ma.n is come 
to seek and to sa.vethat which was lost." 
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The large congregations that assembled 
at each service, and the very marked 
attention given to the preacher, is the 
best outward witness to the rea.l spiritual 
profit and blessings received from these 
truly g_rand discourses. May God long 
spare Hie servant to spread around the 
glad tidings of a Saviour that has come 
to save, and raise up and qualify others 
with like gifts and graces to rightly 
divide the Word of truth and crown 
every service with His blessing.-H. 
BALDWIN, 

to be the first thing. Brother Mutimer 
also was graciously helped to dwell 
upon Psa. lix. 11. Brother Sandell 
directed our minds to the words spoken 
to the children of Israel, "Speak unto 
the children of Israel, that they go 
forward "-go forward with humble 
dependence upon the Lord, go forward 
in faith, with thankful hearts for past 
mercies, Several friends from other 
causes were noticed who had come to 
cheer by their presence. We had a good 
day, and were stimulated to take 
courage. The collections for the build
ing fund amounted to £4 7s, Sd. Pastor 
E. Mitchell concluded the service by 
pronouncing the benediotion.-P. J, C. 

WOOD GREEN (PARK•RIDINGS 
BAPTIST CHAPEL).-Very encouraging 
meetings were held on Whit-Monday 
in connection with the anniversary of 
the formation of the Church. Pastor BRAINTREE (SALEM),-The 34th 
E. Mitchell was enabled to preach anniversary of this little cause was 
acceptably in the afternoon. The held on Sunday and Monday, May 29th 
evening meeting, at which our much- and 30th. On Sunday two sermons 
loved brother Abbott, of Chadwell- were preached by Mr. Thorrin,rton, of 
street, presided, proved to be a season Colchester. Our brother was influenced 
of refreshment and cheer. After the by the Spirit to help us through the 
Hi'ith Psalm was read. and brother preaching of the Word of God, hisser
Wallis had sought the divine blessing, vices being gratuitously rendered, On 
the secreta.ry of the Church (brother the following Monday pastor Flavell, 
W. P. Pickett) rendered his report of the of Colchester, preached an excellent 
past year's work. Although "Praise " sermon from " Blessed is the people 
was its keynote, yet one sad circum- that know the joyful sound,"· Tea was 
stance had happened during the year- enjoyed by all. especially those who 
viz.. the resignation of the pastor, had travelled from Chelmsford, Col
brother J. E. Flegg, which was a trial cl,ester. and other places. The evening 
to most of us. Reference was ma.de to m(eting was presided over by our good 
the open-air services, Tract Society, brother and friend, Mr. Beach, of 
and the Sunday-school, which had bef'n Chelmsford. After singing and prayer, 
maintained during the year. A notable the chairman read Pd&, xxlii., and 
feature respecting the school, although spoke of the goodness of God to him 
a small one, yet he.d subscribed nearly and testified to the pleasure it gave 
£8 towards the Strict BaptiRt Mission him to pay 1tnother visit to the Chnrob 
Fund. The concluding point of the at Salem. He remembered the building 
report was the deaire to "Look up and of the chapel, and had mourned with 
presll forward." The chairman Paid, in the Church in the troublea that he.d at 
the oourse of his usual homely re- times befallen her, and rejoiced through 
marks, that the report breathed a very the goodne•R of the Lord ·iu being pre
nice sµirit of prayerfulness and denen- Rent at the 34th anniversary. Brother 
dence upon God. Pa.tor J. Chandler, Baker gave the report on behalf of the 
of Southend, was •weetly "led out" to Church. Dnring the past year the 
speak from, "My G11d shall supply all Church bed been thrflugh neep waters. 
your need according to His richP• in some felt it mu•t Rink, others eaid it 
glory by Christ J esuR." Brother M:ty- would, but the dear Ma.Ater has again 
hew made reference to the report par- rehuked the stflrm, RO that some who 
ticu larly with reirard to the flpen-air were •ad are by God'~ grace again made 
work, and was glad to Fee that the irla.d and feel they can rnise an<>ther 
denominatinn was w1tkiflg up in this Ehen•zer to the covenant-kfeping God; 
m1ttter. Our brother's rem1trks were who had kept the few people to11ether, 
suitably founded on the word•.•· None making them of one heart ann mind. 
of them iR lost." Pastor E. lllitchf'll An<lres,eR were then iriven by MeRRrB. 
vny kindly, as well as R,·mpatheti- Piz1."y, Plum•tead (of Cogl!'••halll, and 
cnlly, ppnke of the Church's Jn•• at D. D. Flarell. Thus the Church was 
Park-ridings of brothPr Jam .. Flf'I!"!!', mnch encouragf'd end can teRtify that 
whom be es~eemetl very highlv. He God heard onr cry for a good anniver• 
said the chief business of the Chnrcb ,11,ry; friends came in good nnmhers. 
should be prayer-true, earnest., pr11,yer, Collections and proceeils of the tea 
void of hypocriRy-not pritv that we a.mounted to ,£r, lR Two months ego 
m11,y have our own way. The •pe,akrr we hnd a Pmnll balance on the wrong 
attributed the divisions in the Church side, but onr God remind-Pd us that the 
of tn-iiay to the want of brotherly love. gold and the silver is His, and the 
Selfishness ia the bane of the Christian I hearts of a.II men are in His hand. We 
Church. We want the glory of God have now a balance in hand of over £8, 
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all demands met, and the ohapel is free 
from dubt, We thank all kind friends 
for their preAenoe and hul11, "nd olo•ed 
by sinl!'ing very hAartily, "Praise Gud 
from Wnum all blessingd flow."-B. A. 

CLERKE'.'-iWELL. -The 44th Bnnual 
meeting of Muuut Zion· Chaµel Denevo
lent :-\noiety was held on Tbur•da.y, 
April 2~. pe.-tur E. MitchHII µre,iding. 
Thu u~ual dev1Jtional ~erviceo µreoeded 
thu reµort for the pa.•t yee.r, which was 
given by brother Tum Cole, a summary 
of which is as follows: -
Our Benevolent flociety ha~ been in exist

ence, tbrou[!'h God's men•y, for 44 year•, 
und is st,11 in n. he,l1by c"n lit1on. We 
would pUI the cro,•n upon the bead of 
our blcs,ed Lord, t.he Giver or all ~ooj, 
an•I sw. ·· or Thine own h,L\·e we gi\·ea 
unt,> Thee." Feeble tbe eff,,rt, yet 
promp1ed hy Hi• grn.ce, or we ,vould not 
ha.ve moved in any d··grt'e in thi• m ,tter: 
for w" ard nil by nature seltlsb, and need 
the exhorta1ion. "Look not Hverv m,in on 
his own I hmgR, but every man al•o on the 
things of others." 

During the vear the sum of 173 19a. hos 
beeti distrihu1ed among a.bout 40 re
cipient, in 345 1m1nta. l!:ach cuee is con
sider"d on its merits. Tile Society bas 
been the means or helping (hy 1h~ Lor..i·s 
blessine:) ma'ly a. tried t-eliever during 
tht1 year. and of •moothing the po.th,vay 
of others who have passed ornr to the 
plac .. where" the inbauitant shall not ~ay, 
lam sick." 

Opportunity has been called "the tl.ower of 
time." IC we ,·an rdieve the poor to-dav. 
let us not put it off till lo-morrow. How 
true 1tre the words of Bild!Ld the Shuhite: 
"For we are but of ye•terday. a.rid know 
no1hine-, because our days upon earth are 
a •ba.dow." Some have reeen,ly been 
called home. Our young brother, Wool
g,H, in the prime of life, a warm, kind
hearted man, ever ready to assist in every 
good work; our •ged sioter Toussaint, also 
a liberal supporter of our Society; and our 
dear sister Fricker, who was c.alled home 
suddenly on Monday. the 27th January. 

In conclusion we would say, let sym~athy 
impel our hand and decide our conduct. 
May we be followers of our Ma~ter, the 
meek and lowlv Jesus, who went a.bout 
doing good. "Be not weary in well
doing." It is an J,onour to be employed 
by Him, but especially to be conformed to 
Him. 

The adoption of the report was moved, 
seconded. and supported by brethren T. 
Carr, J.E. Flegg, J. Othen, jun.,a.nd G. 
Savage. Mr. Mitchell made suitable 
referenoe to the great usefulness of the 
Sooiety, and the meeting was brought 
to a close with prayer and praise. 

HARTLEY WINTNEY (WINCH
FIELD, HANTS.). - The teaohera and 
sohola.rs of the above oa.use of truth 
held their Sunda.y-sohool anniversary 
servioes, on Sunday, Ma.rob 6th last, 
when Mr. W. Gull preached on the 
oooa.sion. On Monday, 7th, a tea 
meeting was held, to whioh a large 
number sat down, and seemed to 
thoroughly enjoy themselves. Mr. 

Gosling, of Wimbledon, opened the 
evening service with prayer and •hort 
addres•. afti,r which the •cholars 
renderei:I ''Elijah" very effectively. 
Brother Gnsling relld the connections 
of the Bible na.rrativl', after which he 
kindly di,tributed the 11rizes to the 
scholars, which consisted of a numbtr 
of the best nf book• name!.,, the lloly 
Word of Go<l; also other iu,tructive 
and attra.cti ve bookd were gi vtn. On 
having. each child was pre,ent~d with 
oranges and bun•. Much credit is due 
to t~acher• and friends, who helµed to 
make the evening snuh a success. The 
cha.µel wa• nearly full of !Jeo11le, who 
came to bear; and we way that the 
Lord will, in Hi• mercy, make it a. time 
never to be forgotten by s"me µoor soul. 
for the hononr and glory of His great 
name. '· S,df<lr littl.i chi!rlren to come 
unto Me," &c.-H. J. PARKl!!R. 

ANNIVERSARY SEll.VICES 
AT GUR~EY ROAD, STRATFORD. 
SERVICES to commemorate the 27th 
anniversary of the Sunday-school were 
held on Sunday and Tuesday, May :::2nd 
and 24th, and on each occasion were 
well attended. On Sunday llr. W. J. 
Styles, of Wandsworth, preached morn
ing and evening, and the sermons 
proved both profitable and enjoyable to 
all. To use his own expre••ion, he 
"aimed at feeding the young ones, with 
a bit thrown in here and there for thosP. 
who in years were no longer childr1>n." 
Speaking in the morning from Psa. 
ox vi.16, he most affectionately reminded 
the children of the bles~ing posse8sed in 
a godly mother. then lea.ding ns to the 
consideration of that highest relation
ship and its issues. Our hearts did in
deed burn within us as he reminded us 
of our loving service to Him who "has 
loosed our bonds." 

In the afternoon Mr. J. Humphreys, 
of West Ham, addressed scholars and 
friends. His remarks centred round the 
three words, "Patience of hope" 
(1 These. i. 3). The appreciation of the 
ohildren was proved by their close atten
tion, one little girl remarking t.!J.a.t" she 
wished he would keep on all the even
ing." Well, if the Spirit of God sent the 
word of peaoe to the heart, it may be 
the sermon would not be too long after 
all. Special hymns were sung during 
the day by the children. 

On Tuesday a sermon was preached 
by Mr. S. T. Belcher, of Homerton-row, 
followed by a tea., to which a.bout 100 
ohildren and a goodly number of adults 
sat down. 

At the evening meeting the chair was 
ta.ken by John Piggott, Esq., L.C.C. 
Following his opening remarks, and 
prayer offered up by S. J. Taylor, came 
the annual report, read by the secre
tary, also the balance sheet for the pre
oeding year. 
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Very enconra.irin~ it wa.s to m11.rk the 
signs of Gorl's bles~mg upon us both in 
thing• spiritu11.l a.nd tempora.l. 

)lfr. Wakelin then moved the adoption 
of the report. which wa.s seconded by J. 
Humphreys, who also g-11,ve a short ad
rlress from the words," Father, glorify 
Thvself.'' 

Mr. Belcher having recorded his pro
test against form&lity, made himself, 
with us, at home. a.nrl we pray that his 
homely remarks may have been directed 
to answer some anxious enquirers aq to 
"what it means to be born a.gain." This 
formed the suhject of his remarks. 

Then Mr. T. Cole gave what he 
termed "a few pla.in things from a 
plain ma.n.'' The teachers will not soon 
for;ret the heart-warming in his frank 
testimony of the power of Divine 
grace, both in his own case and others 
of whom we were affectionately in
for::o.ed. 

Our superintenrlent then gave a short 
adrl ress, al@o the financial report of the 
Building Fund for new schools, after 
which the collection was t,ken, the 
children r1>ndering very crerlita.bly the 
anthem, "Praise ye the Lord." 

Following this, our pastor affection• 
atelv addre@sed a few remarks to tbe 
children. and a kind word to all inter
estP.rl in the occ<t.sion. 

Onr chairman had. in opening the 
meeting, brought to ·our minds those 
who in past day• harl been a.hie to sa.y, 
"Let us rise anrl build" We could 
scarcely go as fa.r as this in connection 
with our much needed new schools; 
but ere the meeting closerl we could sav 
that our banns have been "strengthened 
for this goud work.'' 

RECOG'.'.\ITION OF MR. W. H. 
JAllM!.~ Al' IRTHLrnGBORO. 

TUE~DAY, May 31st, 1898, will long be 
remembered by many, on account of 
the happy and interesting services he!d 
in this time-hoi,ou.red sa.nctua.ry m 
connection with the settlement of Mr. 
W. H. J arma.n, as p11.stor, to whom, after 
twelve months engagement, the Church 
gave a. cordial invite. 

In the afternoon, Mr. W. Kern, of 
Jps\vicb. occupied the pulvit and 
delivered a suita.ble discourse. At the 

EVENING MEETING, 

Mr. Kern, presiding, read part of 2 Tim. 
iv. and brother Newell, of Rushden, 
supplicated the throne of grace. 

The pastor gave his origin, ea.II by 
grace and to the ministry.• 

Brother Burgess, of Wellingboro, 
addressed the ria.stor, basing his remarks 
on J er. xxiii. 28. 

Brother Crook, of Rushden, gave 
some very pla.in, spiritual and homely 

~Thir., will appear in a future number, to
gether with a urief outline of Mr. Burgess's 
eharge. 

:idvioe to the Church from l These. v. 12, 
13. 

Brother Sadler, of Raund~, followed 
with words of counsel to the congrega• 
tion in general, hoping the Sunda.y
sohool, t,he choir, and all and every 
institution would work harmoniously 
for the glory of God, and the good of 
souls. 

Brother Andrews, of Staines,adeacon 
of Mr. Ja.rman's former pastorate, was 
present and wished him (Mr. J.) God
speed. It had been said that a pa.stor's 
days a.re few and full of troubl" ; he 
hoped that would not prove true in this 
case. Having known Mr. Jarman in 
his earlier career, he could cheerfully 
bear testimony to his home life. Mr. 
A. prayed that every good blessing 
might rest on pastor and people. 

Congregations were good and the 
blessing of the Lord was realised. A 
large company took tea together and 
were well cared for. A spirit of unity 
was realised. 

May God abundantly blese His own 
Word, prays A LITTLE ONE. 

OPEN AIR SERVICES. 
ON Sa.turda.y, Ma.y 21st, we held the first 
united gathering of those intereAted in 
Open-air Services at Hope Ba.ptist 
Chapel, Bethnal Green. 

Though we started this service with 
trembling. yet we trust the name of our 
Triune God was greatly honoured 
thereby. 

Tbe meetin!!' was opened with praise. 
Our pa.,tor (Mr. J. Ul •rk) kindly pre
sided, and ro,a.d pa.rt of M11.tt. xxv. 
and reminded us that every ta.lent must 
be accounted for, and tho·,gh he that 
receives one ta.lent will not have to 
account for five, and he that receives 
fi.v" will nut have to account for ten, 
yet we are all responsible for the 
talents God has entrusted to us. If He 
has given us one, we a.re only responsible 
for one; if five, then we a.re responsible 
for five, and if He has given us ten, we 
a.re responsible for ten. 

Brother J. Ridley, from Cha.dwell
street, then led us sweetly to the throne 
of gra.ce, and. 

Brother Galley, jun., with deep 
earnestness, addressed us from ltom. x. 
14, "The Gospel to be preached to all 
mankind." 

Brother Silvester, from Chadwell
street, gave a sound speech from I Cor. 
i. 23, "The Gospel that we preach.'' 

Brother Pickering from Keppel
street, spoke from the moAt sol11mn 
subject of all, "The Eternal Destiny of 
all who die without repentance and 
faith" (Prov. xiv.12), 

Brother W. Ba.ker, Cha.dwell-street, 
gave an earnest and pra.ctica.l address 
from Ezek. xxxiii. 8, 9, and Ja.mes v. 
20, This was a most practical yet 
Scriptural address. 
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We feel sure the friends well appre
ciated all the add resees, and will look 
forward to a slmiliar gathering next 
year at one of our neighbouring cauees. 
May God etir up His peofle who shall 
never hold their peace til He establish 
and make Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth. We then sung that soul-stirring 
and Christ-exdting hymn, "All hail 
the power of J esu's name," and 

Brother Othen, sen., closed the meet
ing with prayer. 

"ONE OF THF. WORKERS." 

Our Australian Column. 
MR. JAMES MOTE, Hon. Solicitor to the 
Metropolitan Association of Stri('t Bap
tist Chnrche~, has juet returned from 
his visit to the Australian Churches, 
and will (D.V.) give in future numbers, 
seriati111,, an account of the origin and 
present state of the Strict Baptist 
Chu'l'ohes and of " Religion " in general 
in Australia, which we fear may not 
prove very exhilarating. 
· Mr. Mote has this time visited 

BRISBANE 
and preached in J ireh, the only Strict 
Communion Church (we believe) in 
Queensland. The pastor, 

MR. JOHN KINGSFORD, 
was 80 years of age on March 30th. A 
service was held in Jireh to celebrate 
tl:>e event, and many friends came 
together to manifest their love to the 
firet and only pastor of J ireh, Brisbane. 

Many Churches have been formed in 
different parts of Queensland hy those 
who have, in providence, left Brisbane, 
but of their constitution and teaching 
we may hear more by-and-bye. 

Mr. Mote tells u• with what. eagerness 
the peo1,le in lliff.,rent parts look out 
for the E. V. & G. H. "Evervthing else 
i• thrown nn one ~ide fora look into the 
VESSEL; they like to see a little of what 
is going on 1n the Churches of · the old 
country.''' 

N.,xt month we shall (D.V.) have 
something from the pen of Mr. Mote, 
who himself was amonir the first reader• 
and adm-irers of the E. V. & <¼. H., and 
still retains the same regard for the 
old VESSEL that has weathered many 
storms. 

A WORD OF SYMPA.THY 
TO OUR ESTEEMED FRIENDS, 

MR. AND MRS. JABEZ HART. 
DEAR FRIENDS,-! hope it is to will with 

me to write you .. line of •ympathy in thi• 
your sore 1.rinl. but ns P,tul said, "How to 
perform that which is good I know not." I 
trust there is 11, he,ut to write, but 1he head 
is so lacking th1tt I e,•arce know what lo say. 
We w~re very •orry 10 hear of tbe death of 
your bet,,ved dangh1er. but what are we to 
&ay to this 1 It may not be ea➔y to say at 
present, "'fbe Loru 11ave and the Lord bath 
taken away. Ble•sed be the name of the 
Lord." Well, He gave her to you. For some 

purpose. not yet known to you. He hn,th 
tnken her from the e·trth at an early age ; 
the why and wherefore most be left. to your 
God, who bath made no mistake. No doubt 
your poor h,•arts seem a.Imo.it broken 11nd 
crashed to pieces and yon at present feel it 
keenly. How your poor fallen n"ture lakes 
it, I don't know, but. if gra,·e prevent n,,t. it 
may be the angry powe,s of hell seem ready 
to raise up rebellion to ,ts highest. pit :h ; hut 
the Lord, at His own time, will still the 
troubled waters with a "Peace, be sti 11,'' you 
will then find a calm in Him tbat is to he 
found nowhere else. 

I know it is no easy matter to be ~ uiet 
while n, storm is raging, May you h:i,vP
gra.ce Huffi,·ient to be quiet for a sea•mn and 
the poet's word your comfort, 

"Keep silence all created things, 
And wait your Maker's nod:' 

Listen to your L~rd and Master's w01·ds. 
"What I do, thou knowest not now. bnt thou 
shalt know hereafter." May the Lord over
rule the sad bere"'vement for the good of the 
bereaved husband, children and grand
father: may the sad event be sanctified to 
the father, mother, brothers and sisters, and 
rhougtl He has made sore. yet at His own 
good tome He will come again and heal. It 
may be bard to believe at pr- sent, but it 
muot be so. thrtt this is amongst rhe all 
things that shall work together for good; 
the good may be hid for a time and must be 
left to your Lord to work ont. 

The Lord gave you irreat plea-ure not long 
since in the dt'liveranc~ He wrou!:!ht for 
ynur son: then you bles,ed Him. Wtio could 
have thought, in ,o short a time He would 
work so as to fill yo<1 with great grief an,! 
sorrow. Very likely Satan woul<l like you to 
curse now, bnt God will see ro it 1.bat the 
devil shall be defeated, you shall be blessed 
and God Himself l!loritled. 

You will often find if we are taken on to 
the m,,unta n, the valley is not f,or olf. Tile 
·~ame d·:o1ci(.Jl~s that weretakt·non tbe llcunt 
or trn.nsfigurat1on were afterward-1 taken to 
rhe Garden of Gethsemane, at I he foot of 
ulivct; at one Lime. nearly in h~n.v~n. the 
other nearly m hell. Tti,s apµear• to he 
God's wa, of dealing with poor sinners, who 
ar" dear to Him. but there are hut few who 
::;eem to kno\V it. 

May the Lord POnr oil and wine into your 
poor afflicted. sorrowin~ ht•arts antl help you 
to bear up against all ,bar ,snow b0 foreyou. 

Am sorry to lie .r of tll" so-calleu a,,c1d nt 
you haµpened with ; 'tis a mercy your li \'es 
werd spared. 

"Not a sin11le shaft shall bH. 
Till the Goel of love sees fit." 

I bave hnd n bard struggle with the devil 
and my noor tlestl ahout w itiog, hut ba\'e 
p1·cserved n.nd done it after some sort. Please 
excuse all fa.ul!s as I nm so reehle and sore
hroken. Mrs. D. with the otuers join iu 
Ch1·istian love nnd sympathy. 

Yours truly in Gospel esteem. 
J. !JEARING. 

Needh1tm l\Inrket, August lith, 18~7. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE annual election to the Ten-Guinea. 
Pension a.nd of inmates of the Homsey 
Rise Asylum took place at the Cannon
str~et Hotel on Tuesday, June 7th. 
Twenty pensioners were tlected to the 
higher li11t and the same number were 
chosen to enter the Home as vacancies 
occur. A large number of subscribers 
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were present. Mr. W. Abbott occupied 
the ch&ir, &nd Mr. T. Green thA Yice
oh11.ir, supportP.d by Messrs. W. H. 
CJllingridge. W. Horton, E. Wilm•
hurst, T. W. N1mn, A. B~ulden, J. 
Hodges, G. F. Grai•, 11.nd other friends. 

• • • In addition to tnose elected to the 
Ten-Guinea. PenRion, ten of the oldest 
Seven-Guinea Pensioners were 1,lilced 
on the list without election, in the 
order in which they stood in the case
book of the 1t,ciety. This sal11t,1ry rule 
enables the C->mmittee to benefit in an 
eq II i table way needy and friendless re
cipients. 

.. 
The 63rd anniver,11.ry of the Camber

well A,) !um was held on June 9th, and 
pro\'ed a profitable ano succes•rul 
meetmg. The Rev. J.C. Martin, M.A., 
of 8outhsea, prea.ched an excellPnt ser
mon in the afternoon. Mr. J. Piggott, 
L.C C, presided over the evening meet• 
ing-, and spiritual addresses were given 
by Messrs. Barraclough, Savage, Dolbey, 
Gray, and Carr. Tne exterior of this 
Home h&s been recently renovated and 
the Maintenance F and bas consequently 
been heavily drawn upon. 

* * * The new Quarterly Reeord contains 
some interesimg sketches of the recent 
annual meeting at the Mansion House, 
together with illustrations. It forms 
an esµecially rnitable number for 
distribution. It i~ satisfactory to note 
the clear and distinctive Gospel utter
ances of the speakers and the emphasis 
placed upon the fact that the Institu
tion is for the Lord's aged poor only. .. .. 

* Sever&l meetings and collections on 
behalf of the Society during the past 
month have greatly cheered the Com
mittee, Such aid is indeed valuable. 

Past and Passing Events. 
Lockwood.-Intelligence of a. very 

cheering character reach us from this 
old-established ea.use; ten ha.ve been 
added in six weeks-nine by baptism, 
"But," our corresl!ol,!dent adds, " we 

* Rejoice 1nost in the many evidences of 
God's sweet and invincible grace, which 
are apparent on every hand. May the 
Spirit of the living God still hover over 
us for good, and dwell richly in the 
hearts of His children here.'' 

* .. .. 
B1·adford-on-Avon.-Mr. J. Ha.eking 

has accepted an invite for 12 months, 
with a. view, commencing first Lord's
day in October. 

.. * 
Mr. Ha.cking's pastorate at South

minst'ilr terminates at Michaelmas 
next. 

Soutliampto-11.. - Mr. Stedman, of 
Bournemouth, has accepted the pas
torate at Bethesda, New-road. .... 

T-Vorthing.-" Hoµe," Seville-road, was 
built ""me yearA ego by Mr. Fenner, a. 
man of God. Mr, Allen is the prea.ohAr 
on Lord'~•daya, 

• • • Jlford.- Eht>nezer hRB to be vacated 
at Michaelmas; the Lord is ble,Ring 
brother Taylor's IRhourR, so they have 
to" arise and buil1·"• (See advt.) 

• Open-air Preaclii,&1.-Thie is on the 
incn,ase. ·• Go ) e into a.II the world and 
preach the Gospel" seemR to he stirring 
up God's people.. Whitechepel are 
waking up, We expect· very soon to 
hear of 
THE METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION 

OF STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES' 
OP.EN·AIR MISSION, 

• • • It bas been reported that Mount Zion 
OjJen-a.ir Mission use Moody a.nit San
key's ''Songs and Solos.'' This is 
absolutely without foundation-IT IS 
FALSE; they never did a.nit NEVER 
WILL while the present Committee 
exists, 

.~aniagt. 
PATTERSON-8HARPE.-May 30th, a.t the 

Baptist Chapel, Ryarsb, by pastor B. De.le, 
of Berruondsey. Harry Patterson (pastor of 
Providence, West Norwood), third son of 
Geor11e Patterson, of Larkfleld, to Clam, 
d1tu1?hter of Mrs. and the late Frederick 
Sharpe, of Bren.chwood-green, Welwyn. 

~one·Jome . 
MARIA LEE, the beloved wife of Mr. Henry 

Lee, of Stratfordhfell asleep in Jesus on 
Ma.rth 25th, in er 58th year. Sb.e bad 
suffered for some years from a weak heart, 
which terminated fatally after a short ill
ness. She was in I erred at Ilford Cemetery, 
by Mr. William Webb, under whose ministry 
she sat during l,he time he was pastor at 
Bow. She became seriously impressed with 
her state as a lost and ruined sinner when 
young, under ,he ministry of Mr. Frank 
Soden, at Pembury-grove Chapel, Clapton. 
Jn 1861 she was baptized at the Avenue, 
Camden Town, by the late Mr. Higham, and 
was received in the Church ·at Cburch
street, Stoke Newington, underthepastorate 
of the late Mr. Dovey, She with her 
husband were among those who formed the 
Church at Albert-terrace, Bow, in the year 
1869, under the pastorate of Mr. W. H. Lee. 
She remained there for many years, till in 
1887 she removed to the country for a time. 
She wa• not a gr~at talker, but a humble 
and consistent walker. Sbe rested alone on 
the finished work of Christ. Her end was 
peace. She died in faith and hope of a 
glorious reaurrection, and lives in the 
memory of those who knew her beat and 
longest . 

Mr. D .. LLOYD, for many years deacon of 
Providence Chapel, Winchmore Hill, d&:
parted this life April 15th, 1898, aged 82 

. years. 



PASTOR J. lr. BA)lllER, PORT ADELAIDE, f;Ol'TH Al'STR.-1.LLL 

(See page 228.) 

«mnto !Jim.'' 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

"Unto Hirµ that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
... to Him be glory and do:qiinion for ever and ever. A.men."-Rev. i. 5, 6. 

WHEN Calvin was asked why he had not commented on the 
Apocalypse, he replied, Because he did not sufficiently understand 

it. 'Well would it have been for the Church and the reputation of many 
writers had they possessed· the modesty of the great Reformer. The world 
has been inundated by books containing human theories on the interpre
tation of this part of the Divine Word, some of them of the wildest 
description, making a right understanding thereof far more difficult than 
it otherwise would have been. The blessing pronounced on those who 

VOL. LIV. AUGUS'l', 1898. Q 
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reR,d and hear the words of this prophecy in ver. 3 may spe€ially relate to 
the difficulties its inte11Jretation presents, and is clearly designed to 
encourage us in a prayerful study of its contents. Amid many things 
that, nre to us mysterious, there is, however, much that is quite plain and 
easy to be understood from which we may derive profit and blessing. 
C'nh-in's remarks on the eunuch's reading Isaiah appear to beappropriate 
and cogent: "Xevertheless, though he were ignorant of many things, 
yet was he not wearied, so that he did cast away the book. Thus must 
we al8o read the Scriptures. We must greedily, and with a prompt 
mind, receive those things that are plain, and wherein God openeth His 
mind. As for those things that are hid from ns, we must pass them 
ornr until we see greater light. And if we be not wearied with reading, 
it shall at length come to pass that the Scripture shall be made more 
familiar by continual use." 

The portion under our consideration is one of the plain passages, 
scarcely to be mistaken by any spiritual mind. The first three verses of 
the chapter form a kind of preface to the book; then follows the,saluta
tion from John, in which grace and peace are invoked on the Churches 
from the Triune God, closing with the doxology of our text. This 
outburst of praise shows how completely the soul of John was captivated 
by the love of Christ, and how whole-hearted was his devotion to his 
beloved Lord and Master: the very mention of His name awakes every 
emotion of his soul, and evokes this grand ascription. We fear it is the 
lack of this devotion which makes the ministry of the present day so 
ineffective-at least, our own soul longs to be thus entirely. captivated 
by His love, that we, too, might honestly write ourselves, as Paul was 
wont to do,'' the slave of Jesus Christ." 

The theme of our text is inexpressibly grand and glorious-" the 
love of Christ." It supposes the people of God to have some measure 
of assurance of their interest in His love, else how can they join, in the 
ascription, "Unto Him that loved us?" Doubts. not only kill our 
comforts, but stop the mouth of praise, and thus rob our Lord ·of the 
glory due unto His name. We should "give diligence to make our 
calling and election sure," not only for our own peace of mind, but also 
for the honour of His name. 

The love of Christ is special, particular, and personal, and not 
merely a general benevolence, including all mankind, and securing · 
benefits to none. "Christ loved the Chnrch," said Paul; and, again, 
" Who loved me, and gave Himself for me/' General thoughts of the 
love of Christ may suffice for the unawakened formalist, but the 
quickened soul wants to know that Christ's love embraces him person
ally, and an experience of this " love shed abroad in his heart by the 
Holy Ghost" will alone satisfy the cravings of bis heart: be wants to 
be able to say, on indisputable testimony, "He loved me, and gave 
Himself for me." 

The exceeding greatness of Christ's love is variously manifested. It 
is shown by what He has done for us. He " has washed us from onr 
sins in His own blood." The Revised Version translates, '' loosed us 
from our sins." The blood of Christ was the ransom paid for the 
release of His people. 'Sin by means of the law held us fast. Through 
His sacrifice, which has perfectly met the demands of the law, we are 
" loosed from our sins," as the debtor is loosed from his debts, through 
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a full payment having been made. But " washed us from our sins " is 
in full harmony with other Scripture expressions: "The blood of Jeims 
Ohrist, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin; " "They have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." Sin staim, 
the soul, but the blood of Christ completely removes the stain. His 
atonement is, " the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness." " Purg-e 
me with hyssop, and I ,,ihall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter 
than snow.'' 

" There is a. fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Immanuel's veins; 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains." 

But how inexpressible is the love that moved Him thus to shed His 
precious blood to wash us from oar sins ! 

The love of Christ is enhanced by the dignity of His person. His 
death was not that of a mere man dying for a fellow-creature. The 
blood He shed for us was indeed human blood, but that human nature 
never had an existence apart from His divine nature. The Son of God, 
the eternal Word, assumed our nature, "the Word was made flesh," the 
most stupendous condescension, that He might, by giving Himself for 
us, "wash us from our sins in His own blood." Hence that blood, 
though human blood, is the blood of God. '' Feed the Church of God, 
which He ha.th purchased with His own blood." How inconceivable is 
the love of Christ I Verily it passeth knowledge. We can only wonder 
and adore. 

A consideration of the persons for whom He shed His blood increases 
our admiration of His love. Creature love usually arises from some 
-excellence, real or supposed, in the object loved. Jacob loved Rachel for 
her beauty. Jonathan's love for David arose from his personal charm. 
Nothing of this attracted our Lord. We were debased and depraved 
ibeings, with nothing in or about us to produce love-rather, everything 
to disgust a holy being. 

" He saw· me ruined in the fa.11, 
Yet loved me notwithstanding a.11." 

" For a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth 
His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us." To this day we are amazed that He should love us, and love us so 
wonderfully as to suffer, bleed, and die a painful, shameful, and cursed 
death for us. 

" For love of whom? Of sinners base, 
A hardened herd. a rebel race, 
That mocked and trampled on Thy blood, 
And wantoned with the wounds of God " 

This is love indeed ! 
Our limited space forbids us entering upon the manifestation of 

Christ's love in exalting His people to be "kings and priests unto 
God;" we have only space for a few words on the ascription, "Unto Him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." Blessings experienced 
produce lively gratitude and ndoring praise. His love shed abroad in 
our hearts wins our affections. In this ascription we manifest our 
appreciation of His worth. We unite here with those before the throne 
who cry, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
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riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing." 
He that does not appreciate His worth is ignorant of Him, and has 
not tasted His love. We express also our desire to see Bis kingdom; 
come. We know He reigns, but His kingdom is not openly mani
fested. "We see not yet all things put under Him,'' but we long for 
the happy day when every knee shall bow to Him and every tongue 
confess that He is Lord. We desire Him to reign more completely in 
our own hearts, to extend His beneficent sway far and near, but, above· 
all, to take to Himself the kingdom and openly display His glory. We 
declare, too, our joy in His exaltation. Jesus can never be lifted too 
high for the man who has tasted His love. " To Him be glory and 
dominion," such an one will ever cry. Power only, and not will, is 
lacking to praise Him as those around the throne. Our highest joy is in 
His exaltation, and our complaint is that we love Him so little, and 
praise Him so feebly. If we cannot reach the heights of the great choir 
above, as we catch the echo of their song we will add our" Amen." So• 
be it; "To Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 

Once more this ascription testifies our confidence in His reign. We
not only regard Him as worthy of the highest honour because of His 
great love, but we know Him to be equal to the great task of reigning 
over all things, and perfectly accomplishing all the designs for which He
has been made" Head over all things to His Church." The sceptre is 
in no feeble hand. Infinite is He in wisdom, power, and love; His 
faithfulness is innolate; all is well, and "all things" (under His control)· 
"work together for good to them that love God." "Lord Jesus, Thou 
bast loved us indeed; we rejoice in Thy exaltation, and beseech Thee 
to increase our love to Thyself, and our faith in Thy all-wise and all
embracing dominion, that we may give glory to Thy name. Amen." 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.-No. VIII. 
PASTOR J. w. BAMBER, PORT ADELA.IDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

DEAR BROTHER B..u.TKs,-At your request, I forward you a short 
account of my life, and commence with 

THE LORD'S GOODNESS TO ME PRIOR TO MY CALL BY GRACE. 

I was born, June, 1849, in the town of Preston, in the county of 
Lancashire, England. I thank God that I was led to the, V AUXHALL. 
Baptist Sunday-school, and there bad the teaching of a God-honouring 
man. I received much sound Biblical knowledge, and the prayers of 
my dear grandmother, and her steadfastness in the truth of God, often 
comes across my mind, for I well remember bow she used to leave the 
large congregations to attend the sect everywhere spoken against, the
Particular Baptists.• I was often led to enquire in my mind how it was 
that as others of the family would attend the fashionable Churches, that · 
dear grandmother would take me with her to a rather insignificant 
chapel to bear an old-fashioned preacher, whose constant subject was 
"Free and Sovereign Grace." 

I LEFT ENGLAND for New Zealand when about 10 years old, and 

• My grandmother was baptized by the late William Gadsby. 
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during my stay in New Zealand was twice saved from a watery grave, 
and several around our home were killed by the Maories, yet my life was 
spared. After residing in New Zealand for about three years I came 
over to Melbourne (Victoria), and began to frequently attend the theatre. 
Much of my spare time was spent in novel reading, being at the time 
cast among a lot of ungodly young men ; my life was anything but what 
it ought to have been. During this time I received many letters from 
my grandmother, telling me of constant prayers on my behalf. One 
evening, as I was about to go to the theatre, I received a letter from her, 
and I put it in my pocket; I opened it between the acts, and one or two 
words seemed to burn into my soul-

" l CANNOT GIVE THEE UP," 

I thought what would she think if she saw the object of her prayers in a 
theatre ; how little her prayers seemed to avail. But those words took 
hold of me; I could not shake them off. I had promised her that I 
would attend some chapel ; the promise was kept, for if I was at the 
playhouse on Saturday night I was at the chapel on Lord's-day, making 
many resolutions to be better, but they were soon broken, for, 

"The more I strove against sin's power, 
I sinned and stumbled but the more." 

MY CALL BY GRACE, 

One night I went into a Wesleyan chapel. A poor man was 
preaching. His words were plain but pointed, and I felt that I had 
better leave the meeting; and the devil seemed to say," You had better 
go." But I could not go, for my sins had got hold of me, and for some 
time I had been very anxious about my soul, and I was in deep agony. 
I can remember nothing that was said but the unspeakable agony of my 
soul. Well hath dear Joseph Hart expressed what I felt:-

" When to His bar He made me come, 
Arraigned, convicted, cast, I stood; 

Expecting from His mouth the doom 
Of those who trample on His blood." 

My sins were heavy on my soul, and as a convicted sinner I expected 
nothing but condemnation. I seemed to be lost to all hope, and did not 
know anything of what was said or done. But they beg9,n to sing, 

"ROCK OF AGES." 

I tried to sing, but could not; but as they sang the third verse I was 
enabled to join, for I felt it was just for me, for I felt black and helpless, 
and wanted to be cleansed from my sin, and did sing from my soul:-

" Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling ; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress, 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace : 
Black I I to the mountain fly, 
Wash me, S11viour, or I die." 

A.nd my poor soul was led, I believe, by the Holy Spirit, to see the 
complete work of Christ, and I beheld the dear Saviour bleeding for me; 
and the Word came with power and sweetness, "THY SINS ~RE 
FORGIVEN THEE." Salvation was brought home to my soul; the lovrng 
kindness of the Saviour had drawn me to Himself. l\fy sonl was set at 
liberty. Oh! what a change I felt. Great joy filled my soul, for I felt 
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that my sins, which were many, were all forgiven, and that God had! 
lifted upon me the light of His countenance, for He had manifested His. 
low to my soul, saying, 

"I AM THY SALYATION." 

I shall neYer forget that time. Well hath dear John Bunyan put it, 
"The pilgrim gave three leaps for joy." I felt I could have danced for 
joy ; old things had passed away, and all things had become new. I 
often look back at that sweet time. I could not help telling the peace· 
that God had gi.en me, but few understood it. This great joy filled my 
soul for some time, and I thought it would last, but it was not so, for I 
soon found otherwise, for I ha,d a long and bitter season of soul darkness~ 
and for weeks I could not look up, for I felt cast out from all communion, 
and fellowship with God. What dark temptations I had ; and the 
tempter came in like a flood, and often made me think that God would 
be gracious no more, for I felt the power of indwelling sin, an inward 
conflict was gbing on, my soul was filled with darkness and horror, and 
knew much of what it was to walk in darkness and have no light. 

"I saw no day-star in the skies; 
Wrapped in perpetual gloom, 

I said, ' When will that sun arise 
That shaJl my soul illume? ' " 

At this time I was meeting with the W esleyans, for I had received a 
ticket on trial, and had been received into full membership, attending 
the class meetings. My love for them was very great, but as I told out 
my soul's sorrows they did not understand it; for they seemed to have
all joy, and I was filled with darkness, and could say but little of the 
peace that they told of. There was one dear old sister attending the 
same class with me ; I used to enjoy this aged sister's experience, for she· 
used to tell out her struggles with sin and temptation. Her experience 
ga,e me a little hope, for I used to think if one who has been so long on 
the way feels what I do, I may be yet among the saved. After having 
met this sister in the class for about 11 months, she stopped coming to 
our meetings, and l said to the class leader, 

" WHERE IS GRANNY ? 
She does not attend our meetings now." He replied," She has left us, and 
joined the Baptists." I went and found her, and said," How oould you 
leave the class meetings?" She replied," I have been reading my Bible
much of late. and I found that Jesus went down into the water, and 
came up out ·of the water, and I felt I must go the same way, so I have 
been baptized." I left the old woman, determined to see if she was. 
right, and I could not help seeing that it was my duty to be baptized. 
Therefore I was baptized in June, 1865, but still continued with the· 
Methodists, engaged in Sabbath-school teaching and temperance work. 

JIIY FIRST SERMON 

came about as follows. I went to a prayer-meeting one Lord's-day 
evening, and after the meeting a brother came to me, and said, "You 
must go and preach to-night at the corner of -- street." " Oh no ;. 
I neYer preached in my life." He replied, "You must go, for I know 
the Lord ltas given you a gift for the work ; and here is a promise for 
you, 'Open thy mouth, and I will fill it.' " I went, and with great fear 
spoke for about ,;o minntes from the words, '' He that cometh unto Me 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

I will in no wise cast out." From that time I was engaged night after 
night in holding open-air meetings. We had what was called a Gospel 
Band, composed of young men and women, who went singing, and 
holding meetin~s. At this time I was engaged by th~ MethodistR as a 
missionary. To show my views at this time I cannot help telling how 
my superintendent saw that I had a tendency to Calvinism, for he said 
to me, 

" You will die a Calvinist.'' 
I said, " Never ! " 
"Oh, yes you will ; for you now believe in the final perseverance of 

saints.'' 
And one.night at one of our meetings a young man was heard to say, 

" I will go and tell our superintendent that our missionary is preaching 
Calvinism." And one Lord's-day after I had been preaching and was 
giving out the hymn, an old man came to the pulpit steps and said, 
before all the large oongregation, 

"Young man, I say unto thee, 'All that the Father hath given Me 
shall come unto Me.' " 

I did not know what to do, but I was then led to look into the Word 
of God, and I held to what is called Arminianism till there was nothing 
left to hold to, and I was led to see and preach that salvation is all of 
Free and Sovereign Grace, and of course was soon told it would not do 
to have one preaching that with the Methodists. So I WPnt and took 
counsel with pastor W. Bryant, and joined the Baptist Church under 
his care, on ·september 23rd, 1868, resolving not to preach again, and 
opened a shop, But the Lord would not let me be silent, for in 1869 I 
went at the request of the friends to preach at Preston Particular 
Baptist Church, and continued preaching for them on Lord's-day, 
attending to my shop during the week till June, 1870, when I was 
requested by paster D. Allen to go to supply the Church at Launceston, 
Tasmania. I went, and after preaching for them for four Lord's-days, 
received an invite, and 

I A.CCEPTED THIS CALL AND GAVE :lIYSELF EXTIRELY 

to the work of the ministry. 
We continued with the Church at Launceston for about four years. 

The Lord was pleased to bless His own Word, and many were added to 
the Church. We held two meetings a week with ticket-of-leave men, and 
have reason to believe God blessed the message to their good. 

My health giving way, was ordered a change, and accepted a call to 
the Church at Eaglehaw, Victoria, where we continued for three years 
and six months, and often had the pleasure of preaching to the Chinese, 
and it did my soul good to see how they received the Word with 
gladness. 

Early in 1877, at the request of the Particular Baptists of South 
Australia, I paid a visit to Port Adelaide, and found a little flock 
meeting in the Odd Fellows' Hall. On my return to Yictoria, they sent 
me an invite to be their pastor, at the same time receiYing a call from 
another Church, but did not wish to leave Eaglehaw. _Uter s~eking the 
Lord's guidance, was led to go to the little flock at Port Aclelmde, where 
we have been for 21 years. In 1i:;!J3, our new chapel wns opened free of 
debt, and we have enjoyed 
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TWENTY-ONE YEARH 

of unbroken love and fellowship in the Gospel between pastor and people. 
The Lord has been pleased to open doors of usefulness outside our 

O\rn Church work. For years we acted as chaplain to the Reformatory 
Hulk, preaching and teaching the poor lads sent to the Reformatory, 
and have had the testimony that He who i:aved the dying thief, has not 
lost His power or willingness to save poor thieves still. 

Our weekly meetings at " Hospital" are much blessed. We . also 
hold monthly meetings in the Home for the Aged Blind and Cripple 
Children. In our work as President of the Band of Hope Union we are 
often kept very busy in trying to prevent the evils of drink. 

Our public lectures on " Romanism and Ritualism" has often caused 
us to be surrounded by a mob of Papists seeking to stop our work, but 
the Lord has delivered us out of their hands. 

We have paid annual visits to our kindred in Christ in Victoria and 
X ew South Wales, and several times to Tasmania ; and though we have 
travelled 160,000 miles by sea, and 300,000 miles by rail and coach, ar.d 
often have been near to shipwreck and accident, yet have been preserved 
through it all, and have only been out of the pulpit three Lord's
days by sickness during the last 30 years. We have much cause for 
thankfulness to our faithful God for His goodness to so unworthy a 
servant. 'T'he last two years my health has been far from good, and 
maybe I shall, n.v., pay a visit to dear old England. 

My path has not been free from trial, for I have often been called to 
pass through deep waters of affliction. My doubts and misgivings have 
often been many-often cast down, and had to cry out:-

" Is this, dear Lord, that thorny road, 
That leads us to the mount of God ? 
Are these the toils Thy people know 
"While in the wilderness below ? '' 

But on looking back on the way the Lord has led us, I do so with 
grateful acknowledgments of the Lord's great goodness to me, for He 
has been my faithful God, and according to my day my strength has 
been. 

" And still as oft as troubles come 
Our Jesus sends some cheering ray ; 

And that strong arm shall guard us home, 
Which thus protects us by the way." 

.A.nd as I raise my Ebenezer, and look forward to the unknown path of 
the future, with confidence in the faithfulness of our covenant-keeping 
God, for 

" Determined to save, He watched o'er my path, 
When Satan's blind slave I sported with death; 
And can He have taught me to trust in His name, 
And thus far have brought me to put me to shame?" 

Blessed be His name-
" His love in time past forbids me to think, 

He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink; 
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review 
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through." 

Yours for Christ's sake, 
J. W. BAMBER. 
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. R. L. 

WONDI.;RFUT, \\"EALTH. 

MANY stories have been told of very rich people, and in modern time:;: 
not-a few have been found who (while numbers around them have 

hardly known how to support life) have literally had " more than heart 
could wish" and have died "worth "-as people express it-thousands and 
even millions of pounds sterling. 

The son of an English emigrant who, until he reached the age of ,17, 
worked for £30 a year, went into business for himself when 50 years 
old, and amassed a fortune in Australia of between four and five millions, 
enjoying wonderful health to an advanced age, and being strictly 
temperate in his habits. 

A woman in Chili some years ago was called a feminine V rmderbilt, no 
one, not even herself knowing how rich she really was ; land, cattle, 
houses, ships, belonged to her, and she owned the only coal mines in 
South America, and received from that one source of income alone about 
£16,000 per month. 

Some millionaires have gained their wealth fairly and honestly ; 
others who have grown rich have done so either by monopolizing all they 
could lay hands on, living as sparingly and working as hard as if their 
very bread depended on their constant exertion, and some in their 
struggle to get and keep money have resorted to the most petty mean
nesses and small dishonesties imaginable. One, with an income of £400 
a year, stole turnips, begged odd bones of bacon; and another, clever and 
able to earn good sums as a sculptor, smuggled foreign lace, and made 
new busts look old to deceive purchasers into the idea that they were 
ancient works of art. Yet neither of these misers succeeded in scraping 
more than a few thousands together, and lived and died despised and 
miserable. 

Earthly riches cannot satisfy the mind and heart, and those who 
hanker after them often pierce themselves with many sorrows. Money is 
in itself useful enough, and well employed may prove a blessing both to 
its possessor and those around him ; but great wealth brings many cares 
and much responsibility, and" it is certain that we can carry nothing out 
of this world" when we are called away, so nobody dies "worth" 
anything at all unless he has received from heaven durable riches and 
righteousness, and then, though he claims no worth of his own, the 
believer is the happy possessor of "all things," all real good and 
bleseedness in time and eternity. 

Sometimes it given1s real pleasure to find a poor man's genius and 
industry crowned with honourable success, as when a poor American 
chair caner after many experiments made flexible wooden chair seats, 
and after an immense amount of trouble got his idea patented, and made 
himself rich by their manufacture ; but it is infinitely more pleasing to 
au enlightened mind when we find someone seeking and finding that 
" blessing of the Lord which maketh rich, and with which He addeth no 
sorrow." 

We speak of wonderful wealth when we tell of men and women who 
own a few more treasures of money, houses, or laud, than their neighbours 
do, but what, after all, are the possessions of them all combined ? 

I{ 
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God is the Possessor of heaven and earth, ull the worlds that 
astronomers have guessed at, or discovered, with all the treasures which 
they can contain, belong to Him. " The earth is the Lord's and the 
fnlness thereof, the world and they that dwell therein." " The sea is 
His and He made it," the unnumbered stars above He counts and regulates 
and sustains, and heaven, even the heaven of heavens, is all His own I 

Talk of wealth, who among the wealthy can for a moment be com
pared with Him before whom all nations are as nothing, yea, less than 
nothing and vanity ? 

And, then, how surpassingly wonderful is the thought that the Son 
of God, the Heir of all things, though He was rich, so rich, yet for His 
people's sake became poor that they through His poverty might be rich, 
for they who overcome the world and sin through the strength of their 
g-lorious Lord shall inherit all things in and with Him ! 

God's children may be and often are " poor and afflicted," despised 
by the world and regarded as insignificant and contemptible, but the 
poorest believer may sing-

" I'm rich to all the intents of bliss, 
While Thou, 0 God, art mine I " 

Earthly " riches profit not in the day of wrath," there is many a heart
pang they cannot relieve, many a sorrow they cannot soothe, and when 
death's icy hand is laid on the heart they_ are just worth nothing at all. 
Heaven cannot be purchased by anything of ours ; silver, gold, and bank 
notes are not the " currency " of the spiritual kingdom. A whole-hearted 
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ is the great " needful " here, and they 
who are rich in faith are heirs of that glorious and eternal estate of 
incomparable blessedness where there is fulness of joy, even pleasures for 
evermore. 

Reader, have yon any of this wealth? "Blessed are the poor in 
spirit for "-however strange it may seem-" theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven." 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY M.A. J. 

The soul's rest.-Psa. cxvi. 7. 

GOD is the only rest of the soul; in Him is the fountain of happiness. 
To seek rest, peace, happiness elsewhere is to be doomed to dis

appointment ; for most of us have found, as Ryland expressed it :-
" No good in creatures can be found, 

But may be found in Thee ; 
I must have all things and abound, 

While God is God to me," 

Apart from God there is violence, agitation and misery ; this the Bible 
asserts again and again. The soul needs rest, indeed this is absolutely 
necessary. A moment's reflection will convince us of this. The Word 
of God presents our condition as depraved, impure, guilty and by law 
condemned. To gloss these stern facts over would be insult to the Word 
and injury to man. At the same time the same Book presents the cheer
ing fact that God has provided rest for the weary and heavy laden ones. 
He has made this provision by devising and executing the stupendous 
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plan of redemption ; thereby we are reconciled to Him : this is the fruit 
of Infinite love. Then He is graciously pleased as an act of pure grace 
to give pardon to condemned, and rest to weary souls. God becomes our 
portion, and declares Himself," I am thy God," "I will be a Father 
unto you." This He makes known to the soul by spiritual manifestation, 
that is by His 8pirit and Word, in the means of grace, and in our 
private devotions at home and elsewhere. In this verse of the Psalmist 
we have 

A TRUE SENSIBILITY OF SPIRITUAL DESTITl:TIOY. 

•• Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul." The very words imply a loss. He 
had held communion and fellowship with God ; he had enjoyed rest and 
peace of heart, but by some means this happy state of mind had become 
interrupted. The gladdening streams had been cut off, so he felt. The 
banner of love had been removed. The holy calm, and quietness of soul 
as enjoyed by the "still waters," which had refreshed his soul in the 
past appear to be dried up. How very true it is in the daily life and 
,experience of God's de~r children that there are frequent interruptions. 
There are times when you walk in the light of Bis countenance, but 
.anon darkness prevails-times when we possess clear perceptions of our 
interest in a precious Christ ; there are times when we feel devoid of 
spiritual enjoyments. At such times God and us seem separated. All 
our joys are turned into sorrows, our rest becomes agitation, our calm
ness confusion and our triumph despair. The united experience of the 
majority of God's redeemed ones will bear record to this, as being true. 

Let us note the adaptation of these words," Return,'' &c., to the 
ttwakened sinner. By the light of the ·Holy Spirit, such an one has dis
-00vered his condition as a lost and undone creature; but the same Spirit 
who reveals this unfolds to the mind the precious Christ," Who is able 
to save to the uttermost." That same Spirit brings to his heart the 
loving invitation," I will give thee rest." Under such teaching a man 
may use the language of our text, " Return," &c. 

Apply this language to the backslider, who ca:iJ. find no rest in sin, 
.and distance from God. As such he can adopt the words so adapted to 
his condition-and coming to God with David's prayer, " Cast me not 
.away from Thy presence," pe can say to his soul," Return." There 
are those who are tried and tempted, and are often asking the question, 
" How can I stand against so many opposing forces ? " Let such "return" 
to Him who can succour, and remember that Christ intercedes :'or the 
tried ones, and that His intercession will prevail. 

Others there are who are perplexed, so much mystery in providence 
and grace, they cannot unravel the mysteries. Let such leave the 
mysteries and learn to know that" their times are in His hands .. , Should 
any barren, dry souls read this, and who feel sensible of it; and who are 
asking, " To whom can we go ? " " Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul." 

We have in our portion :-
A POWERFUL lllOTIVE TO ENFORCE THE SOL"L's RETuRN TO ITS REST. 

"The Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee." The bountifulness of 
God is, to say the least, a boundless subject, because it embraces so much. 
lt embraces all the purposes of love and mercy, all the arrangements of 
His covenant, and takes in all the operations of His grace. lt also takes 
in the personal experience of each; including special leaclings and 
particulnr mercies bestowed and of course realized by the l'hildren of 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

God. Hence the Psalmist says, "The Lord bath dealt bountifully 11'ilh 
ther." In his case the Lord had taken him from obscurity to the throne, 
from the sheepfold to be shepherd over lsrael. It is so with us if we are 
indeed His people. We were li,in~ in obscurity-amid the mountains 
of sin." without God in the world.' By His grace He brought us into 
His household. and raised us up together with Christ. 

The Psalmist could speak of gracious deliverances wrought, such as 
being deliYered from death. " For Thou hast delivered my soul from 
death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling." So, my dear 
friend, we can bear record to this, by using such langu!tge just to describe
our own deli,erances, which God hath wrought on our behalf. "The 
Lord bath dealt bountifully with us." Yes, in the many prayers heard 
and answered, in the marvellous preservation of life and health. How 
truly kind and good is God to His people. Innumerable dangers encom
pass us night and day-yet no ill has befallen us thus far. Thus you. 
see the Lord hath dealt bountifully with us. Gather up the fragments 
of your per,;;onal history and experience, and you will be led to exclaim~ 
"How precious are Thy thoughts unto me, 0 Lord." Day by day Thy 
hand bas richly supplied my needs ; no good thing bast Thou withheld 
from me. The Lord bas dealt very bountifully in the rich and inexhaus-• 
tible pro,isions made. Let the cross of Christ be the answer to all your 
doubts. Let infinite and eternal love silence all thy fears. And last~ 
forget not the "living hope" implanted in thy soul, that after life's 
tears, conflicts and sorrows, there is H0llIE, REST, PEACE, JOY. This hope· 
maketb not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts. Well may we sing with J. Addison:-

" When all Thy mercies, 0 my God, 
My rising soul surveys ; 

Tra.11sported with the view, I'm lost, 
In wonder, love, a.nd praise." 

SUNSET RAYS. 
BY A GARDEN LABOl:RER. 

"And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, Write, blessed are they that die
in the Lord, from henceforth, yea, saith the Spirit, that may rest from their 
labours, for their works do follow them."'-Rev. xiv. 13. 

AND what is it, brethren and sisters, to " die in the Lord ? " 1Vhy ! 
life eternal to giYe up to death all the corruption of the body, and in the 

Lord of life and glory to receive freedom by death of the body, from all the 
thinO's that sorely try the child of God, and it is only in Jesus that we 
can die to earthly desires and from earthly trials. We who have been by 
<Iod the Father set apart to live in the Lord, even Jesus, in whom our 
life is hid with God, ehall in the dying hour find that the sting of death 
ie taken away, and that although the pains of death encompass us round 
about, we are" in the Lord," in whom our souls are anchored within the 
veil. thus liYing or dying we are" in the Lord." Dying in the Lord, we 
an, ble8sed, says the word of truth, we pass a second time from death 
unto life and realise the joy. "I in them and Thon in Me," that" they 
may be made perfect in one." Oh ! brethren and sisters, let us rejoice 
that beinµ- among the number " in the Lord" by covenant, we must live 
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in Him while life shall last, we must die in Him, for we arc in Him 
everlastingly. We must rise in Him to joys yet unknown, and we must 
for ever live in Him, for He has said, "Because I Jive ye shall live also;" 
and it is His will, and God the Father joins therein, that, " Where I am 
they may be also.'' 

"For ever with the Lord, 

Hallelujah. Amen. 
Amen, ~o let it be," 

" Who is this that cometh up out of the wilderness, leaning upon her Be
loved? "-Canticles viii. 5. 

WHY, believer, it is we on whom the Beloved of God has set His love. 
His Church on earth; and she is daily, yea, continually leaving the 
wilderness and going home to her Beloved, and the time shall come when 
we too, the writer and the reader, shall hear His beloved voice say, 
·" Come, My beloved." 0 for that heavenly ray by which daily we may 
-draw near and nearer to see our Beloved, till at last all gathered before 
the throne, we shall hear His beloved voice say, ·' Behold, I and the 
-children whom Thou hast given Me," and the Father shall reply, "}Iy 
Beloved, in whom I am well pleased." 

LIGHT AND SHADOW. 
Psa.Im lxxvli. 

AS the beams of the setting sun illumine the distant landscape, so, when 
the ever Blessed Comforter and Remembrancer appears, how dis

tinctly and clearly the Christian's past experience is viewed. 
The Psalmist, in this Psalm, sheweth (as the 1heading informs us) that 

he had a combat and a victory. The same may be seen in other Psalms 
which begin low but end in triumphant notes. In the burden of 
Habakkuk this is particularly noticeable. Prayer leads on to praise, 
-seeking to finding. It is not combat and defeat. Oh, no, no, but 
combat and victory. 

The foe the Psalmist had to fight, he here shews to be diffidence or 
distrust. This is a kind of opposition which withstands plain evidence, 
even the evidence of past mercies and past mindfulness on God's part. 
Those who have passed through the states and stages of mind here 
described ( and what believer has not ? ), know that there is a kind of 
desperation in it ; a resistance which the soul has to suffer for. It is 
not that comfort is withheld, but that it is thrust away. '· My soul 
refused to be comforted" (ver. 2). This was the case with Jacob (Gen. 
xxxvii. 35). It is said that" all his sons and all his daughters rose up 
to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted." 

Nothing would suit but an immediate and absolute restoration of the 
dear child he had, as he supposed, lost for ever. The language of 
diffidence is pretentiously humble but really proud. No wonder that in 
such a snare the next step was a step deeper. "I complained and my spirit 
was overwhelmed" (ver. 3). 80 he was permitted to run it out ; 
remembering this thing, and considering the other thing un_til in his 
woeful apprehension God's ~1ercy was clean gon_e-gmce was h1dd~11 and 
nothing but anger was mamfest-and here, wluch was a good thmg, he 
came to a pause again (ver. !l), a Selah. 
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The Yictory obtained came (1) by a suspicion and condemnation 
of self. •• Then I said, This is my h1firmity. I have changed, not the 
Lord." When our little sea runs out, we think it will never return, and 
we come to i,ad conclusions, but--

"It is the ship that moves, and not the coast, 
I fear, my soul, 'tis thou art lost."-Quarles. 

(2) By a gracious remembrance of the Most High. "I will remember 
the years of the right hand of the Most High, I will l.'emember the works 
of the Lord. Surely, I will re1ue1uber Thy wonders of old." This is 
why they are recorded. RUFUS. 

Ll:CY'S Ll:CID AND LOVING TESTIMONY. 
Extmct .fi·oin "01w Family Jlagazi'IUJ." 

"F.EAR not, for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, for I am thy God," 
has been a bulwark of strength t.o me ever since I was a young 

girl of sixteen-a timid beginner in the battle of life. Truly since 
those days I have passed through many fires and stormy waters, but 
thanks be to Him who is my Strength, I have not been overwhelmed by 
them-trials have been tempered by so much mercy, so that, in that 
strength which will never fail me, I can go fearlessly forward trusting my 
future, and that of my little fatherless children, to Him who has promised 
t.o be the God of the widow and a Father t.o the fatherless. 

I shall be out of London for a few months and not get a glimpse of 
my children, which is ,ery trying, but the "little while " will soon be 
past and we shall be together in the mansions prepared for us:-L. R. 

OX THE CONDUCTING OF . PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

As there are so many thousands of godly persons who appreciat~ very highly 
the prh-ilege of assembling themselves together for the worship of .God, the 
writer belie,es that a few wise and judicious remarks on the subject would 
be very interesting to a considerable number of your readers. 

That there are a multitude of our Churches and causes of truth, which are 
very attracti'l"e to the saints of God, and indescribably beneficial to them and 
to others, whom they so kindly invite to gather with them, that peradventure, 
the Lord may graciously be pleased to bless them also, is a matter for great 
thankfulness and joy. We say heartily, the Lord increase_ them .a hundred
fold. howsoe,er many of them there may be. And as there is joy in the 
presence of the angels in heaven over one · sinner that repenteth, so do . we 
1·ejoice to know of one sinner that repents.' These prosperous and increas111g 
causes of truth will as a rule, I take it, be found to be presided over by 
brethren eminent for godlines1S, and for aptness to teach and conduct all the 
various parts and institutions connected with the cause, and in such case, by 
uo means r,mitting all those godly women-helpei·s, in the furtherance of the 
Gospel, we ~:,peel to hear of considerable success. 

But so far as my knowledge and very long experieJ?,ce goes, t_here ~re 
ulso a large uumbei· of small causes about the country, m connect10n with 
which I do not e:,pect to hear of the conversion of a sinner, because the con
duct of the public services are not on/ally Scriptural lines, and (to be sh?rt) 
to this e;t:I.P.111, Yiz., that any unconverted persons might attend the meetmg
house aud go away without, in many cases, hearing anything calculated to 
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arrest their attention and induce them to consider their w9.ys and prospects on 
their own state and condition before God, in view of an exchange of worlds. 
Now tltis O!lf!hl not to be so. We cannot convert a sinner any more than we could 
rnise a corpse to life again, but we can ti-y imtmmentalf.1/, a<"cording to thi, 
Scriptures. 0111· Goel can, and we must follow our DfrinP orde1·s. It is not thfl 
business of a minister of the GoRpel to preach to or teach 11aint11 onlv, but to 
erery creature. A la1·r1e portion of the ministry of the prophets and of onr 
blessed Lord (and His apostles) are igr,rwed and seldom named in the style of 
preaching, &c., previously referred to, i.e., latterly. " If the Lord bas any of 
His people about here He will bring them in," I have been recently informed 
was said in view of a email congregation in the county of Middlesex. 1 quite 
agree as an abstmctfact that He will bring them into His sheepfold and into 
heaven, but not into this man's tabernacle, I believe, but by -~ome other mean.~ 
of conversion, possibly parental instruction, Sunday-school instruction. &c. 
Now I am quite aware that some of your intelligent readers may say, It is 
easy enough to complain of certain deficiencies on this subject, but have yon 
any Scriptural 1·emedy to suggest, by way of a great improv1:ment? 

Well, if you have any readers who are humble enough to listen to an ol,l 
Christian man in his 78th year, who has attended to about as many public 
services and listened to some of the best ministers and some of the 1i:01·st 
(extant) for say during fifty years in this century (in addition to his library). 
and who is at the antipodes of Arminianism, and if possible more so of 
Antinomianism, but an ardent lover of the glorious Gospel of free, sovereign 
and distinguishing grace from first to last, they will find in this paper some 
remedial suggestions for the deficiencies complained of in the conduction of 
the public services held for the worship of God. 

lst.-To the conductors. Aim to get yourself well wound up for high 
service of the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, by private prayer and 
preparation. Try and remember you may have a mixed congregation of saints 
and unconverted persons. Conside1·-I don't know what God may do in this 
service. Who can tell its importance ? Commence with a very few words in 
prayer well chosen. Select for the first lesson, one of the most striking and 
interesting portions you can find. Then comes the second hymn carefully 
selected. For the aecond lesson adopt the same course, and read them in the 
very best marine,· you are capable of reading them; then another choice hymn. 
after a prayer of not more than about ten minutes, well thought over, but not 
all for yourselves, but condensed and very comprehensive, including othe1·s and 
the extension of the kingdom of Christ throughout the world. Then the sermon : 
if it is to be good, preach it mentally, to an invisible congregation as a rule. 
Note down a few salient points, and enlm·ge, and all the rest you know, or 
ought to know, about reliance upon God. 

2nd.-To the Members of the Church and all the godly attendants. Try 
and cultivate the principal thought or ob}ect, viz., to personally worship God : 
then, that every service. held should be to you a special serrice,prepai·e for the 
assembling, by prayer and due consideration. Consider that your business is 
to do all according to your ability, to aid the cause of God where you are 
located and elsewhere. Your sympathies will be for its extension. Be in good 
time for the services, unless prevented. Gentlemen and ladies who attend 
the Queen'11 Levees are generally in good time. Encourage the conductors of 
your services and help them all you can. 

HENRY COFSENS. 
14, SR.lisbnry-road, Leyton, Essex. 

WE know no way of getting wisdom but by chastening ; nor consolatioa 
but by tribulation ; nor salmtion but by ruin felt, feared, a?d fled from ; nor 
peace but by blood; nor pardon but by repentance; nor fa1,th but by favour. 
"Ask for the old paths, and walk therein, so shall ye tind rest for your 
soul."-R11f11s. 
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BAPTISTS-WHAT ABOUT THEM? 
Se1·ial Pape1·s on Baptist Histo1'y, Pi·inciples, P1'actices, Oluwches, 

and Men.-XXII. 
BY SAMUEL BANKS. 

(Matt. xvi. 13-19).-See Paper XXI., May Issue. 
LET us this month read the entire passage, and consider the Baptist. view, 
especially as regards verses 18 and 19. 

Take verse 18 in the Greek Testament (the fountain-head); and also accord
i1111; to the margin of the R.V.: "And I also say unto thee, that thou art Petros 
[Peter, a stone], and upon this petra [mother rock, foundation] I will build 
:\ly Church ; and the gates of hades shall not prevail against it." · 

1.-Think of the sm:ing cm,jession, which, by special spiritual revelation, 
Peter was the first to make. To save magazine space I quote them not, but 
beg the reader carefully to turn up the following passages, as they are of 
essential importance :-1 John v. 1, 13, iv. 15; Rom. x. 9, 10; Acts viii. 36-
ilS, ii. 41, 42, 47. The Roman view (considered last month) is distinctly an 
invention of" flesh and blood." But the revelation which Peter received, and 
which enabled him to make the great confession, was a spfrittial revelation. 
The same revelation, the same faith concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the same confession of Him is given to all the lively stones who are builded 
together into a habitation of God in the Spirit. 

2.-Think of the su1'e foundation. "Ye are God's building." " Other 
foundation can HO man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 
iii. 9. 11 : also see Ephes. ii. 20-22). Certainly not upon poor, fickle, unre·
liable Peter did the Lord mean He would build His Church, so that the gates 
of hell should not prevail against it. You need travel no further than the 
twenty-third Yerse of our chapter to see the kind of foundation he would have 
made; and then remember the denial in the court-house, &c. The preposterous
ness of the suggestion is at once its condemnation. 

3.-Peter himself understood the Lord aright, if, some hundreds of years 
afterwards. a few,-and gradually more and more, till now a great many,-of 
his profes$ecl followers either do not correctly understand, or are "willingly 
ig-norant" of the true meaning. See 1 Peter ii. 3-11. "To whom eoming" 
-·' the Lord," not Peter. 

4.-" The gates of hell shall not prevail against it." The purpose of gates 
is to lock out or lock in. The design of hell is to thwart the purpose and prayer 
of the Saviour. •· Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me be 
,vith Me iche1·e I ani." But the gates of hell shall not prevail in this nefariou11 
design against thee, 0 Church of Jesus Christ ! 

"On the Rock of Ages founded. 
What can shake thy sure repose ? 

With sa.l vation's walls snrrounded, 
Thon may'st smile a.t all thy foes." 

Xow as to verse 19 : "I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven." What is the power of the keys but to open? Christ is the door of 
salvation. The preaching of the Gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit is the 
"pe,i,,,tg of the door. The disciples waited in Jerusalem according to the 
command for the promised power ; and when the day of Pentecost was fully 
come, Peter was the.first whose human lips and voice the Holy Spirit used in 
opening the kingdom of heaven to all believers through Christ the Door. 
About three thousand souls were graciously enabled to enter on that ever
memorable occa1,ion when Peter first opened· the door by the power of the 
Holy Ghost. Marvellous that God should have chosen the instrumentality of 
those very lips and that same fickle man by w horn the Lord was thrice denied ! 
To Peter in this there can necessarily be no successoi· ! '!'hough there have 
beeu and are many followers ; and God graciously increase the number, seeing 
the harve~t is plenteous and the labourers comparatively few. 

•· And wl,atsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven : and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." The same 
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-exactly as in the eighteenth chapter and verses 15-20, eRpccially verse 1~. 
'fhis binding and loosing was a common Jewish metaphor, meaning the wisdom 
and authority to declare, and pronounce that which is admissible and tliat 
which is inadmissible. Where two or three are gathered together in the name 
of Christ there is He, present in the midst of them. And again the ancient 
adage, "Ubi Christus, ibi ecclesia," "Where Ghri3t is, tltei·e is the Church,'' 
There is l!e, controlling their deliberations, investing their decisions with His 
own authority; what they thus instrumentally bind on earth i8 bound in 
heaven, what they loose on earth is loosed in heaven. And this has far
reaching and important issues in every department of Church organisation. 
worship, polity and practice. 

"Sandlings," St, Mary Cray, June, 1898. 

THE LATE MRS. E. FLORY. 

MY dear wife, Elizabeth Flory (nee Miss Giles) fell asleep in Jesus, April 13, 
1898, aged 71. She was born at Potton, Beds., and with her parents attended 
the parish Church ; the vicar, a Gospel preacher, was formerly a curate to 
the late John Berridge, of Everton. Departed knew every word in the Prayer
book by heart, but it made no impression on her mind. 

The family in whose service she was, removed to Cheltenham about 1850, 
.and attended Church where Dean Carson, an evangelical preacher, was rector ; 
but no spiritual change took place in her soul. She thought it was wrong to 
go to a theatre, but, on one occasion, her mistress requested her to take the 
children to a horsemanship performance ; she was pleased with this, as she 
,saw no harm in it. Her mistress countermanded the order, which so affected 
deceased that she gave way to evil thoughts, upset her usual calmness, and 
by this simple means the Holy Ghost revealed to her the fact that her "heart 
was deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9). ThiR 
brought distress of mind, which she could not comprehend. 

About this time a fellow-servant was passing Bethel Chapel, where I was 
,pastor. The chapel-keeper saw her looking,· and said, "Come in. you will hear 
the truth." She did so, and heard to pr()fit, and told her companions. The 
dear departed one went and heard for herself, Sunday and week-day><, 
suffered much darkness of mind, and experienced deep soul-trouble. 
Eventually the words came, "Cast (roll) thy burden upon the Lord and He 
shall sustain thee ; He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved" (Psa . 

.Iv. 22) ; "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and·I will give 
you rest," with many other gracious promises, relieved the burden of sin 
.and opened unto her the plan of salvation. She was no great talker, but ,1 

humble walker, and became a foll1iwer of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Deceased (Miss Giles) attended the ministry of the late J. E. Bloomfield, 

which was much blessed to her. To her sorrow ::.\Ir. B. left and 0ame to 
·Salem, Meard's-court, Soho. She then heard the late Mr. J. Smith, by whom 
-she was baptised. She was a good supporter of the cause, and generous to 
the poor. 

In the mysterious providence of God, Miss Giles was called to keep her 
brother's house in Paris, at the time of the Franco-German war, and during 
the siege of Paris her health was seriously affected through indifferent food. 
She was a member of the Baptist cause under the pastorate of Mr. Hart. 

\Ve were married at Blunham, Beds., in January, 1890. She proved a 
.good help-meet, and many blessings our covenant God has given us, but my 
great loss is her eternal gain. 

The final affliction was only a fortnight, during which she experience,! 
111uch weakness and pain. The \Vord of God was very much blessed 
to her. I quoted, among many other texts, "I will never le~ve thee,'' &e. 
Thie waH very precious to her soul. She knew whom she believed, and her 
faith was fixed on the Rock of Ages, I said, " Yon are going to your heavenly 
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home-to Beulah-land-to that Jesus you loved to sing ahout." "Yes" to 
"Jesus lo,·er of my soul." 

The nurse said·., she fell asleep like a babe, without a sigh." Her remains 
are interred in Manor Park Cemetery, in prh-ate grave, No. 676. 

HER HUSDAND. 

THE LATE MRS. AGNES LOUISA KEMPSTON. 

AGNES LonsA KEMPSTOX, the belo,·ed wife of William Ernest Kempstou, of 
Bridgemont, Whaley Bridge, Cheshire, passed peacefully away, without a 
struggle or a sigh, on June 18th, after a twelvemonth's lingering affliction
that terribly deceiving affiiction, consumption. Her mortal remains were 
interred in Taxal Churchyard, where, just a twelvemonth previously, her 
youngest child had been laid to rest. Friends and relatives from London, 
}fanchester, Essex, Hunts., Bucks. and the vicinity, were gathered together to 
pay the last tribute of loving respect to the deceased, and to sympathize with 
t.he bereaved husband and the three dear motherless children. 

It was e,ident the deceased had for some time been a secret seeker of the 
Lord. and had desired to live the life of the godly. She was anxious to sit 
under truthful preaching. the doctrines of freewill being very objectionable to 
her. Like many more, for a long time, .she could not realize an inward! 
satisfaction of her own personal interest in Divine things, and so had experi
mentally to learn that salvation is all of free and sovereign grace. In due 
course. suitable promises were endeared to her heart, so that hope was 
brightened and a prospect of a better world brought to view. The twenty• 
third Psalm was very sweet to her. Under any circumstances, a great deal 
of grace is needed to meet death with calmness ; but when there are delicate 
little ones to be left in a cold and cruel world, without a mother's loving 
care, it makes it still more difficult and trying. However, nothing is too hard 
for our loving, gracious Lord. He can smooth the passage. And so the 
heart was comforted with His promise, " When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee." When the time arrived, she asked her aunt to 
raise her bead a little, who said to her, "You want to be taken higher, do you 
not?" To which she replied, "Yes, but I want to wait His time." She 
closed her eyes, and had passed into the spirit world. 

On the day of the interment, at a service held in the house, the writer read 
some of the portions which had been endeared to the deceased, and commented 
upon them; and at the grave referred to the joyful resurrection awaiting 
those who die in Christ, at the same time expressing sympathy with, and 
in,okiug the Divine blessing upon, the dear bereaved ones. 

JOSIAH MORLING. 
High Wycombe. 

THE LATE MRS. A. K. SHARPE. 

IT is with saddened feelings I record the passing- away of the late Mrs .. A. 
K. Sharpe, the beloved wife of our esteemed brother James Sharpe, of Z1011 
Chapel, Maynard-road, Walthamstow, and daughter of Mrs. Farrow, Ann:.• 
street, Orford-street, Ipswich. who was suddenly called to her eternal home 
on Friday, Juue 3rd. Her going home was sad to us, for she was staying 
with her children on a holiday, with her fathe.r-in-law, Mr. Sharpe. sen., whose 
house adjoins the railway at Boreham, near Chelmsford, and shortly before the 
time arranged for her departure for her home here in \Valthamstow, she was 
caught by a passing train, and in a few moments she was "absent from the 
body, pre1,ent with the Lord." We miss her much at Zion, for 11lthough not 
a member with us, as regards having her name on the Church books, yet she 
was one with us in heart, and a 1'egular attendant at the means of grace, and 
for a number of years took a loving interest in everything that concerne_d _us, 
Loth as regards the cause, and also the Sabbath School, and was always a w1Umg 
helper. She was a lowly, humble walker,· and we had prayed and hoped that 
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her natural humility would have been overcome, and that she would have 
followed the Lord, whom we believe she loved fervently, in •the orrlinall<'r~ 
of believer's baptism, and thus have become a member with us indeed. 
But, like a number we have known, and do know now, she seemed to feel that 
she was not worthy, and the Master has called her to Himself instead. On 
Thursday, June 9th, we laid her body to rest until the resurrection morn in a 
beautiful, quiet spot, in our local cemetery, at Waltham stow, in "sure and c~rtai11 
hope of a glorious resurrection," a large number of our friends being present to 
express their loving sympathy with our brother in his sad loss. Mr. G. 
Elnaugh, our late pastor, officiated, and in being asked to engage in prayer. 
it was with a softened heart we pleadingly committed our dear berea vecl 
brother, his motherless children, the aged mother, again bF!reft of a much 
loved daughter, and the sorrowing relatives and friends, to the loving care of 
our Heavenly Father, who in His infinite love and wisdom is "too wise to 
err, too good to be unkind." And-

" Although the way is dark and rough, 
Mysterious, yet, 'tis plain enough, 
And we, when faith is turned to sight. 
Sholl know that all His ways are right."' 

On Sunday evening, June 12th, Mr. J. Kingston, who was preaching for 
us, took for his text Psa. cxvi. 15, "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of His saints," and in the course of his discourse made several appro
priate references to the dear departed one, having known her for some years, 
and had conversed with her on the fearing part of her Christian experience : 
and said that to her, sudden death was but sudden glory. May the dear Lord 
bless this seemingly dark dispensation of His providence to those who were 
near and dear to her, and grant that they may have the faith given unto them 
to realise that 

"H~ moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform," 

and the sustaining grace of Him who is as an hiding place from the wind, 
and as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. So prays 

H. C. T. 
[Mrs. Farrow._mother of deceased, together with some of her family, are member• of 

Mr. Kern's, Hethesda, lpswich,.and a brother is deacon of Mr. Belcher's. Homerton
row; Miss Farrow, whose decease is given in June, was a sister of the late Mrs. 
Sharpe. The family have our sincere sympathy, and prayer that God's Rustainin;· 
grace _may be realised, and thes.e bereaving dispensation3 sanctified to the family 
and fr1ends.-J. W. B.] 

Savoury Sayings 
for Sensible Sinners 

and Seeking Souls. 
By Ancient' Authors and Modei-n Men. 
WISDOM and sight are well, but trust 
is best.-Prol'tor, 

HAPPINESS is a roadside flower, 
growinir on the highway of useful
ness.-Tupper. 

IT is painful to feel to be lost, but it 
is profitable. Jesus oame to seek and 
save the lost.-Harboui· (Brighton). 

. LET what will oome, they who are 
in Christ will be safe ; let the fire, the 
deluge oome, you are 11afe in the Rook. 
-Romaine, 

ALL my theologr is reduced to this 
narrow compass-Jesus Christ oame 
into the world to save sinners.
Ale.1,amle1· of Prinl'l!to11, 

I NOW hardly draw my breath ; and 
I expeot daily when it will wholl, fail 
me. It is enough that I live and die 
to Christ, who is gain to us both in life 
and death,-Calvin. 

I DO feel Obrist to he precious ; I 
oould not do without Him now. It is 
very bright to be so near, to leave all 
suffering and to go to such glory!-
1lfiss Fa1111y Bfrkerstetlt. 

I'LL flee to the blood of Jesus, the
preoious blood of Jesus. I have al ways 
done so, and all the devils in hell shall 
not prevent me from doing it now ; He 
is my God, He is my Creator, He is my 
Redeemer.-J. B·rown . 

ETERNAL LIFE.-What is eternal 
life 1 It is heaven here in the soul ; 
joy unspeakable and full of glory ; an 
abiding assurance of the love and 
favour of God, and that all things 
work together for good to them that 
love Him.-Jloreltoute. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR P .ASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

Our Australian Column. 
ANNG AL MEETINGS OF 

THE PARTICULAR BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATIONS OF AUSTRALASIA. 
THE annual meetings of the P.B.A. of 
Australa~i~ were held in the Ebenezer 
Church, Victoria Parade, Collingwood, 
on April 10th a.nd llth, 1898. On the 
Sabbath morning a goodly number 
assembled for worship, and were re
freshed under the ministry of brother 
Beedel. In the evening the annual 
sermon was preached by brother 
Johnston, which has been well reported 
of by the friends privileged to be 
present. at the conclusion of which the 
united Communion was administered by 
brother Hicks; members of united 
-Churches participated, and many testi
fied" it was good to be there." 

On the following: moming1 the 
weather being beautifully propitious, 
a. large attendance met for the annual 
morning prayer-meetinf!', which is 
al ways pleasurably anticipated : and 
under the presidency of brother ;r ohn
ston suitable hymns, with appropriate 
readings from the Word of God, was 
engaged in. Ten brethren were 
graciously aided to pour out their 
hearts before the Lord. The burden of 
their petitions had especial and marked 
reference to the need, the desired in
dwelling, and fruits and effects of the 
Holy Ghost. 

A very substantial luncheon followed, 
and was much appreciated. 

At 2.30 the meeting for business was 
convened. President, pastor Hicks, 
-ta.king the chair. Hymn 64, Ga.dsby'e, 
was sung, the chairman reading part of 
Ephes. vi., and engaging in prayer. 

A matter involving some difference 
of opinion was amicably settled by and 
through the advice of Mr. James Mote, 
of London. 

REPORT OF THE CHURCHES. 
VICTORIA. 

Ebenezer, Yictoria Pare.de.-Brother Yeo 
verbally reported they he.d been sustained 
throughout the year. The ministrat.ionA of 
brethren Johnston, Flitton, and Fullard, had 
been enjoved. Sunday-school: 50 scholars, 
lour teachers. Brother Francis, super
intendent. 

under the supe1·intendence of l\lr, J. Mitchell 
and Miss Gerovich. 

NEWHAM CHURCH. 
Brother Jones said as a Church they were 

low ; were served by brother Johnston once 
a week, who spoke of unity in their midst. 

PRAHRAN. 
Brother Flitton reported of Ch,irles-street 

Church as follows :-We m·e still struog!ing 
along against wind and tide, but throu11h 
mercy we are enabled to kell)) the place 
open anJ. pay all expenses. They have a 
very promising Sunday-school, with an 
average attendance of 40, but, are •hort of 
teachers, having lost their superintendent 
and hi• wife, also a lady teacher, by 
removal. 

PORT ADELAIDE, S.A. 
Verbal report by brother Bamber, who 

said that for twenty-two years he had 
laboured at the Port. He was thankful to 
report their property wa• out of debt, and 
secnred to the denomination. They he.d 
encouragement in their Church work, and 
in evangelising work he had laboured with 
success. A reaping time was hoped for 
after •owing beside all waters. 
NEW SOUTH WALES (CASTLEREAGH

STREET). 
This Church reports the relation between 

pa9tor and people of a very cordial and 
united character. Congregations very good, 
and the Lord's blessing resting upon the 
Iabonrs of His servant. A welcome supply 
of books received from Mr. J. W. Banks, 
London, and brought free of expense by Mr. 
J, Mote, for free distribution. Finances 
sufficient. Two baptisms during the year. 
and two deaths. The Sunday-school, with 
six teachers, working harmoniouslv, and 
collections for the Strict Baptist Foreign 
Mission. 

RYDE CHURCH, 
by letter, conveyed Christian greetin!IB to 
sister Churches. One member he.d been 
added, and it was hoped the eyes of others 
he.d been opened. With regard to the 
newly-erected place of worship at Ryde, 
standing on a beautiful site given by 
brother and si•ter Ga.Hard. they were 
relieved from liability, the debt being much 
reduced by the liberality of the pastor and 
sister Gallard; th11 debt now stands at 
about £25. The brethren snpplyinsr in con
junction with pastor Hicks, being_ Messrs, J. 
Marshall, .J. Si,urway, and D. Hobbs, are 
kindly mentioned. The Sunday-school is 
reported having 30 children. to whom 
brother Marshall and sister Flack assidn• 
ously minister. 

LAMBTON. 
This Church. of which brother D. Young 

i• the esteemed pMtor, reports, as a Iitt-le 
Cliurch we can aay "Ebenezer; ·• and 

CHILWELL notwithstanding the sn.d bereavements 
records the goodness of God in sustaining, sustained through death, they are still 
,hough not without trials. Pastor brother preserved and ~nstained, and though not 
Ph I had · d b t h b J'ed advanced in numbers grace has taken a firm 
by ~lethre~eF~!rci, Durr~~~ a:~nH~~~t~n, hold of the little Church, so that they are 
with signs of increase. in the enjoyment_ of peace and truth. Two 

have been received by letter, and two 
BALLA RAT reinstated. The Sunday-school is also hold-

reports a little community of Christ's fol-1 ing on its way, with 97 scholars and 11 
lowers still continues in Church communion. teachers. "~• 
:-::o stated minister; deacons supply accord- The Magazine WM out of debt and a small 
mg to the ability given. The building has , surplus in hand. The editor stated he held 
l,een improved and re-seated at a cost of , letters showing it was acceptable and use~nl
J.::,u. The 8abbath-school is still continued ! Brother Yeo proposed, That the Magazine 
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ho continued. Brother Steecl aeconcling. ancl 
brother Francis aupporting the resolution, 
It waa rnrrlecl unanimously. 

Brother Johnijton propo~ecl the present 
olllcera be re-olectecl ; seeonclecl by brother 
Hampton, ancl carried unanimoualy. 

Brother Bamber moved, That the Annual 
Meeting next year be holcl in Sydney, and 
that brother Fullard preach the Annual 
Sermon. Oarried unanimously. 

Proposed by brother Yeo, seconded by 
brother Hampton, the minutes as read be 
conllrmed. Carried unanimously. 

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOOIF.TY. 
Brother Hampton in the chair, supported 

by brother Beede!, and brother Flitton, sec. 
Hymn 44~ wa~ sung. Ohairman read and 
prayed. Brother Beede! read N.S. W. Report, 
as follows:-

Beside land for building Homes, money in 
bank £153 7s. 5d., interest accruing dis
tributed to needy cases. Brother Hampton 
reported, Geelong, £7 15s. in hand, including 
£2 from brother Plaisted, and £1 from 
brother Beede!. Mr. Hickmer, treasurer, 
reports, £13 ls. 8d. banked. and I0s. in hand, 
m>Lking altogether for Victoria £21 6s, 8d. 
The chairman also reports jewellery received 
for Homes (not yet sold) valned by jeweller 
at £4 2s. 6d. The cottages are occupied by 
two aged pilgrims, and with gardens kept 
in beautiful order. Minutes confirmed 
unanimously. 

After a very happy social tea, the evening 
meeting commenced a.t 7.30. the President, 
brother Hick•, in the chair. A suitable 
hymn was sung, Ephes. vi. was read, brother 
Johnston engaging in prayer. 

Our respected brother, Mr. Mote, of 
London, was called upon to address the 
meeting, and said he would talk to friends 
of the place from whence he came, and after 
giving us a very interesting description of 
the mighty city of London and its manifold 
religious sects, then brought under our 
notice the need and value of the Metro
politan Strict Baptist Association, included 
within a radius of about 16 miles from St. 
Paul's, and after referring to the united 
prayer-meetings, the half-yearly and annual 
meetings, testified forcibly to the great fact, 
UNION IS SrRENGTH, saying that doubtless 
we had taken a leaf out of their book, and 
there was cause for us to do it now, to our 
great ad vantage. 

Brother Beede! followed, expatiated on 
the wonders and glories of the greater city of 
Zion, the Heavenly Jernse.lem. 

Brother Bamber followed, and interested 
the meeting in his usual homely and hearty 
manner. The collection was then taken up, 
the surplus, after paying expenses being 
met, is paid into the Home Mt.sion Fund. 

Brother Fullard called the attention of the 
meeting to Phil, iv. 19. as a promise most 
suitable to them as an Association in regard 
to a.II their needs for the coming year. 

Brother Johnston and brother Flitton 
followed in the same strain. 

Hymn 816, Gadsby's, brought our 26th 
Anniversary meetings to a close, and by the 
chairman pronouncing the benediction. 

It should be remembered by the friends of 
the Association that up to 1882 the above 
Society was named the P.B.A. of New South 
We.Jes, but in the above year the federal 
principle was adopted, the Ohurches of 
Victoria joining, and the name extended to 
Austrnle.sia. We then hoped that more 
progress, by Divine blessing, would be ours, 
and blossings havo crowned our efforts. We 
havo cnuso for tho.nkfulness, and why not 
t.ako com·age to labour and hope on? 

Doubtle.ss there is room for improvement i □ 
our organization on the lines of our home 
societies, and this we .shall seek to brin<; 
about if spared to meet at another annual 
meeUng. In the meantime, as the ,favs are 
few e.nd evil that are allotted us upon ·earth. 
we shall do well to aim to make our far
reaching society a livmg, fruitful, and 
practical union. May tbe spirit of prayer 
and grace of supplication beponred upon u, 
from on high until our Triune Jehovah ,ball 
make Hts loved Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth. So £ra v s 

I'. FULLARD. Victorian,',,,, .. 
CHILWELL. 

THE 24th anniversary of Hope, Saffron
street, Chilwell, Victoria, was held on 
April 3rd, 1898. Pastor F. Beedel. from 
SydnP.y, preached mornin(l' and evening. 
On the following day, Monday, a social 
tea, and a goodly number was present, 
and a very pleasant hour was spent. 
The after meeting was opened by sing
ing 793, Denham's Selection, '' Kindred 
in Christ," &c. Brother Hampton was 
in the chair, supported by pastors F. 
Fullard and F. Beedel. Psa. xxiv. was 
read, and the Divine blessing invoked 
by the chairman, and after, hymn :HO. 
Pastor F. Fullard then addressed the 
meeting from Psa. cxxii. 7, and was 
sweetly led by the blessed Spirit to nn• 
fold its sacred contents. Hymn 4i~ 
followed, "Hail, mighty Jesus,'' &:c., 
and pastor F. Beedel addressed the 
meeting from "Behold what manner of 
love," &c. A very happy season of 
refreshing was felt by many. Collec
tions a.mounted to £8 5s., for which we 
feel very thankful to our gracious God 
in moving the dear people to give so 
willingly to His cause at Hope. We 
are thankful, too, so goodly a measure 
of love reigns in oar midst. Hallelujah, 
praise ye the Lord ! 

RECOGNITION OF MR. H. PATTER
SON AT "PROVIDENCE," AU'CK
LAND HILL, WEST NORWOOD, 
S.E. 

"I w AS glad when they said unto me. 
Let as go into the house of the Lord," 
was the language of one of cld, and 
such language found an echo in our 
hearts on Tuesday, Jane 14, as we made 
our way to that little sanctuary so dear 
to as. 

During the past months our hearts 
had been made glad and melted with a 
deep sense of the goodness and mindful
ness of a. covenant God towards as as a 
Church, so much so that we can say, 
"He bath remembered us in our low 
estate," and we rejoiced to mingle with 
kindred spirits in His courts for the 
purpose of recounting such goodness 
and mindfulness. 

On the previous evening a. pra.yer
meeting wa.s held to implore that divine 
help and wisdom which was felt to be 
so much needed on this all-important 
occasion. 
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The afternoon service waR presided 
over by Mr. Cornwell, of Brixton, who 
announced the hymn, "Kindred in 
Christ,·• and opened the meetings of 
the day by reading a portion of Acts 
xx. nnd prayer. Another hymn and 

.lllr. Holden, of Limehouse, wa~ oalled 
upon to state the nature of a Gospel 
Church. which he did in a very able 
and. we felt, profitable way, baaing his 
remarks upon the words found in Acts 
ii. 41, 42. Following this, 

Mr. Patterson, the pastor-elect was 
as!t8? to give his call by grace, to the 
ministry and to Nor wood, and by the 
help of the Lord he was enabled to do 
this in a very clear and marked manner 
so that again our hearts were made glad 
and encouraged in the Lord our God as 
we were again enabled to see (as had 
previously been seen) the good hand of 
our God upon us, and to trace link after 
li~k in His le&dings and dealings with 
His servant and us as a Church in 
bringing about that union which was 
now being formed between us 

The chairman then asked .M~. Patter
son what he intended to preach at 
Xorwood, or, in more formal words to 
state his doctrinal belief. ' 

Mr. Patterson complied with this 
request ~Y giving in a clear, simple, 
and concise form the sum a.nd substance 
of ~~ose truths which ~he Lord by His 
Spirit ha.d ma.de precious to his own 
soul, and which he felt and believed to 
be the teaching_ of the Word of God. 

It need hardly be said such a. doc
trinal belief a.s Mr. Patterson wa.a 
enabled to claim a.a his own was 
hea.rtily approved of by those present, 
a.nd, by special request of Mr. Cornwell 
will be published."' ' 

Another verse was sung, and 
Mr. C. Wilson was ca.lled upon to 

relate the reason whv the Church was 
led to invite Mr. Patterson to the 
pastorate, and here a.gain we felt 
the language of heart to be "accord
ing to the good hand of our God 
upon us." The Lord only knows the 
many hea.rt-brea.things which have 
a3oended to Him in da.ys past tha.t He 
would send us a.n under-shepherd, and 
we receive our pastor a.s His gift. 

After these essential parts in the 
day's services had been attended to. Mr. 
Corawell in a. touching and loving·wa.y 
united the hands of pastor and deacon 
with the words of admonition, "What 
therefore God hath joined together. let 
not ,,,_a,, put asunder." A.gain a vote 
of praise ascended, and the well-known 
voice of 

Mr. Marsh. of Gurney-road, then 
eupplicated the throne of grace in a 
solemn way for the smile of approba
tion from a Triune God to seal the 
newly-formed union. God Almighty 

, 5 Toi!'! mu~t of neeei-;sity :-,tand over for a 
!utun: nnm1er. 

grant that the united desires which 
then ascended to Him may bring down 
showers of blessings upon both pastor 
and people at Norwood. Tea was 
provided during the interval, when a 
goodly number partook of the social 
meal. 

THF: EVENING SERVICE 

commenced, Mr. P'!'le, of Lynton-road, 
Ber~onsey, presiding,. and opened the 
meeting by announcing the hymn 
"Gird thy loins up, Christian soldier ,; 
and reading John xxi., and Mr. J. A. 
Stevens led us to the throne of grace. 
Another verse was sung, and 

Mr. Marsh gave wliat is formally 
termed the. charge to the pastor. But 
no formality was manifested as in a 
loving and affectionate manner the 
kind words of exhortation and admoni
tion were spoken, being founded upon 
2 Tim. ii. 15. We believe both speaker 
and hearer realised the solemnity of 
such a charge, and the vast importance 
attached to the work of the ministry. 

Mr. Cornwell followed the charge to 
the Church. This was divided into two 
pa.rts-viz., the deacons and the mem
bers. The real, practical remarks 
b~~ught forth were based upon Heb. 
xm. 22. Once more a note of praise 
burst forth and then, last but by no 
mea!ls the least, important feature in 
the day's proceeding was 

~r. Chilvers' address to the congre-
1\'ation. Amongst some stirring and 
important injunctions which he was 
enabled to utter, he expressed a wish 
for those now among the congregation 
who ha.d tasted that the Lord is gracious 
that before very long they might be 
enabled by divine help to change their 
position from members of the congre
gation to members of the identified 
Church of Christ, by following Him in 
the sacred ordinances which were 
instituted by Him. 

Thus, with singing and prayer, a 
memorable day in the history of this 
little ea.use was brought to a close. 

As a Church. we feel indebted to the 
dear ministerial brethren for their 
loving services on this occasion. Our 
hearts, too, were encouraged by the 
presence of so many friends, and, above 
and beyond all else, overwhelmed with 
the goodness of our covenant-keeping 
God. May a continua.I unfolding of 
His love and goodness be known and 
felt by us who worship at Auckland
hill and Zion at large, is the fervent 
desire of one to whom the cause of God 
is dear. 

LEYTON (GOLDSMITH-ROAD) -The 
third anniversary of the above cau~e was 
held on June 21st. In the afternoon, 
Mr. J. Clark, of Bethna.1-green. preached 
a soul-cheering sermon from.Rev. vii. 
H, 15. The discourse was listened to 
with plea.sure and profit, as our brother 
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was enabled to speak of the past, 
present, and future of God's people. At 
the evening meeting, our esteemed 
brother J. W. Banks presided. We were 
glad to see him, and to know that our 
little cause at Leyton has his d~est 
sympathy. After reading the Word, 
brother Nash led us in prayer. The 
chairman then gave us a few homely 
remarks on the way the Lord often 
leads His people. Brother Thrower 
gave a brief ·account of the Lord's 
dealings towards us as 11, Ohuroh. And 
as our brother Gibbens has served us on 
week-evenings for over two 7ears, the 
Church and friends took this oppor
tunity of ma.king him a small present, 
which was a purse, containing £2 17B. 
Brother Gibbens very feelingly acknow• 
ledged the gift being quite a surprise to 
him. He was nearly broken down at 
the Lord's goodness. Brother Lovelock 
spoke to us on seeking wisdom a.nd 
counsel from God. Brother Licence 
gave some words of good advice. 
Brother Pea.cock spoke on Obrist being 
pre-eminent in all things. Brother 
Clark on the preciousness of Christ. 
Then brother Gibbens, on behalf of the 
Church, heartily thanked all friends 
who had come to help us and to cheer 
our hearts with their presence. Our 
&<>'ed brother Flory, who we were all 
pYeased to see. very suitably closed with 
a few words in prayer. Thus ended a 
happy day spent in the house of the 
Lord. We wereJ>leaeed to see so ma.ny 
friends from Tottenham and other 
Churches with us at these services. To 
Him be all the praiee.-C. THROWER, 

WHITTLESEA. - The a.nnivereary 
services in connection with Zion, 
Whittleeea, were held on June 12 and 
16, the pastor preaching on the 12th 
and pastor P. Reynolds on the 16th. 
The services were much enjoyed, con
gregations and collections good, a.nd, 
better still, the Lord's presence and 
blessing, in answer · to prayer was 
realised; Kind friends from neigh
bouring causes were present. as also our 
esteemed brethren J. Jull (Cambridge), 
B. J. Northfield (March), J. N. Throssell 
(Ramsey). "We thank God and take 
courage."-J. F. P. 

TROWBRIDGE (ZION CHAPEL).
The school .anniversary sermons were 
preached by the pastor (Mr. A. Peet) 
on Sunday, June 26th. The congrega
tions were good, the chapel being well 
and attentively filled in the evening. 
The singing was excellent, and the 
hymns sung (says our correspondent) 
were earnest, pure, and gracious. The 
preacher took for his text, morning, 
•; A friend that etioketh closer than a 
brother" (Prov. xviii. 24), and dwelt 
upon the necessity of God's true and 
loving friendship through the nl\tural 

condition of man and the superiority 
and the enduring character of the 
love-friendship of Jesus. In the even
ing the text was, "Good Master, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life ! " the 
preaoher relating how a young man 
was the chief actor in the scene from 
which the words were taken ; and 
while the outward morality of the 
young man was commendable, yet he 
fell snort of a true conception of the 
way to heaven, and how his human 
heart rejected the reception and life of 
the fulnees of the truth, that the spirit 
of his coming, though earnest, public, 
and significa.nt, was the approach of 
one who came for moral virtue to be 
rewarded, and not the approaoh of a 
sinner to be saved by grace. The col
lections amounted to £9 3s., being 
larger than la.et year. Twelve of the 
senior scholars were promoted to the 
Bible-classes, a handsome Bible being 
given to each. The pastor, as he pre
sented them, addressed words of help 
a.nd encouragement to each recipient.
Wiltakir11 Chronicle. 

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
LAXFIELD. 

THE children's anniversary was held on 
Thursday, June 16th, 1898, under very 
favourable circumstances, the weather 
being beautifully cool a.nd dry for the 
occasion. 

Service commenced at 2 o'clock, when 
a vast number of friends were present. 
A hymn having been sung, 

Mr. J.· R. Debnam, of Horham, read 
Prov, iv., a.nd prayed; after whieh 
several hymns were sung, a.nd twenty 
boys a.nd girls recited in a creditable 
manner. 

Mr. R. E. Sears, of Clapham, then 
gave a capital address, founded oz:. 
Dan. vi. 28. He said he was glad to see 
so many happy faces present on this 
occasion, a.nd that the recitations were 
all thorou~hly good, and, therefore, 
worth reciting. God had prospered 
Daniel, and other great men mentioned 
in the Bible ; and that God ii: every 
age has His witnesses-viz .. Abraham, 
Isaac, Enoch, and Joseph. Joseph 
being found true and faithfal, also 
Moses, who choose rather to suffer 
affliction with God's people for a season. 
He went on to say that what the future 
will be depends on what yon are now. 
He said : Where do you find Daniel ? 
Why, in the great city of Babylon. 
Babylon was not only a great but a 
mighty city, and no city to be compared 
to it. The city was built exactly 1.; 
miles each way, and was an exact 
square. The walls were 300 feet high. 
just three times the height of Laxfield 
Church tower. There were :!.,O towers 
on the top of the walls 75 feet high, 
and the city had II.Ill rtee of brass. 
The city was the seat o learning and 
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wealth. Daniel. however, was a captive, 
and had been taken a.way from the 
ecenes he loved so well. Daniel's 
greatest sorrow was that he was taken 
away from the house of God, and he 
resolved to be true to the fear of God. 
The fear of God was early in Daniel's 
heart. Daniel was also of the Royal 
raoe and blood. Mr. Sears, continuing, 
said it was a grand thing to have a 
character (like Daniel's) like a rook, 
which the waves of temptation cannot 
move. Daniel was a youth, almost 
alone; ana he had firmness, principle, 
character, and. as a consequence, re
solved he would do that which was 
right. Daniel was without blemish, 
and had a robust mind in a strong body. 
In Da.niel's soul there was a purpose 
found not to eat the king's meat, or 
drink wine, and thus sin against God. 

At the evening service Mr, C. Wilson, 
of London, gave a capital address on 
the words as found in Deut. vi. 5-7; 
and Mr. Sears preached a good Gospel 
sermon based on the words as found in 
Rev. xxii. 1. 2. 

We a.re glad to report that these 
meetings were the most enthusiastic 
ever held in the school's history. The 
chapel was crowliled in the evening, and 
there were some 380 persons sat down 
to tea.. The collections were good, 
amounting to £4 3s .. i~d. ; and we would 
by this means thank all who gave to 
the collection. and also who helped us 
in any way · on this most auspicious 
occasion. 0 Lord, send now prosperity. 
So prays. 

'.E. w. GOLDSPINK, Secretary. 
""ilb,·. Eye, Sufl'olk. 

WATTISHAM. 
·we have been asked to give a short 

account of how the Lord is with ns or 
otherwise. To this request we yield, 
especially as we remember that in so 
many places there are friends living to 
whom Wattisham is sacred and dear. 
Whilst we must admit that things are 
not with us as they were thirty or forty 
years since, in dear J. Cooper's timel yet 
we feel we have much to be than11:ful 
for, especially when we remember how 
the district bas changed, how it has 
depopulated, and 1!-ow the ap-icult~al 
interest has declined; beside which, 
we have numerous other little meetings 
to cope with. 

On June 12th we were favoured to 
hold our Sunday-school anniversary, 
which is genera.Uy regarded as.perha.pf, 
our highest day in the year. Nor were 
we disappointed, for the Lord favoured 
us with fine and suitable weather. Mr. 
P. Reynolds, of London, was the 
preacher, and was enabled to preach 
three good, hearty sermons, which were 
much appreciated. The children, too, 
who had been some weeks practising 
their hymns, were enabled to sing, and 
so irive encouragement to their teachers 

and others. Our chapel, which, is a 
spacious one, was well filled, in fact, 
in the afternoon, and especially the 
evening, it was with muoh difficulty 
the people were seated as the aisles 
were pa.eked, and the lobby, vestries, 
and old school-room at the back of the 
chapel all had some of the laTgeoongre
gation which had gathered together. 
The Lord also was pleased to influence ' 
our friends to give, so that altogether 
the handsome sum of £23 was oolleoted, 
or within a few pence. Thus you see 
we have reason to thank the Lord. 

Moreover, we hope the Lord has not 
forsaken us in other respeots, as we were-, 
favoured to have our baptismal pool 
open in the September of last year, and 
also again in the May and the July of 
the present year. Whilst we have to 
admit our utter unworthiness, yet we
must and do also admit how good the 
Lord has been and is.-J. H. 

BRIGHTON. 

The 47th anniversary of Ebenezer, 
Richmond-street.I. took place on May 15th 
and 17th. On i:sunday, Mr. S. Gray, 
pastor, preached morning and evening, 
and gave an address in the afternoon, .. 
each of the addresses being suited to 
the occasion, . On Tuesday, a tea and 
public meeting took placei· 145 were 
present at tea, and the _pub io meeting 
was well attended. Mr. Gray, who 
presided, gave a short address; the
superintendent and secretary also spoke, 
The report gave the number of scholars 
as 291, and 29teachers, while £9 17s. 6d •.. 
had been contributed to the South 
Indian Strict Baptist Missionary 
Society. Recitations were given by the 
scholars, and_speoial hymns sung-at all 
the services, Mr. E. Room oonduoting,. 
and Misses Crowhnrst and Gray pre
siding at the harmonium. Thirty-six 
of the principal prizes were presented. 
Collections were taken after each 
servioo in aid of the funds. 

The annual treat took place on ,June 
20th at the Victoria Gardens, Burgess. 
Hill, when a very pleasant day was 
spent, the weather being beautifully 
fine. Boating, cricket, and the other 
amusements by the scholars were
indulged in, and an excellent tea served 
to 430 children and friends. Just before 
returning the children assembled and 
heartily sang. "Praise God from whom 
all blessings ftow."-T. A. G. 

CHESTER, 

The annivereary of Ebenezer Sunday
school was held on Sunday, June 26th. 
Mr. Owen Lewis, of Liscard, preached 
appropriate sermons in the morning 
and evening to good congregations. 
The subject in the morning was 
"Influence." ( 1) The influence of 
character; (2) The influence of speech ; 
(3) The influence of silence• (-1) The 
influence of countenance; (ii) The in-· 
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fluenoe of oorreepondenoe; (6) The 
influence of a godly, consistent life. 

In the afternoon pastor Wm. Povey 
conducted a united children's service, 
at which the scholars acquitted them
selves creditably in the singing of 
special hyml!,BJ and !l'iving suitable 
recitations. mr. Lewis also gave an 
interesting and instructive address on 
"Prayer," illustrating his subject by a 
variety of envelopes. This address, 
which was most original, is likely to 
live in the memory of all who heard it: 
the envelopes illustrating the Pharisee 
and the Publican, for instance. The 
Pharisee was represented by a large 
envelope, having every appea.ra.nce of 
importance · the Publican, by a ema.11, 
dirty one. But, when opened, the one 
contained a. dirty. torn ra.g, the other a. 
piece of l!'Old. The collections were 
slightly in a.dva.noe of former yea.re. 

On the Wednesday following, the 
Sunday-school a.nd mothers' meetings 
went by special train to New Brighton. 
Here many of us were reminded of the 
majesty a.nd greatness of our God, for, 
"Re ruleth the sea.." Looking a.cross 
the boundless ocean, dimpled and 
roughened with innumerable restless 
waves, we thought of the time of which 
it is ea.id, "And there is no more sea"
no separation, no danger, no mystery, 
no change, no conflict. The da.y was in 
every way suited to the occasion, a.nd 
after several houra of thorough enjoy
ment, inhaling the pure a.nd rich a.nd 
reviving a.ir, which blew over the 
restless, troubled sea., a.n excellent tea. 
having been partaken of at Pova.ll's 
Dining-rooms, with thoughts of, "Those 
that go down to the sea. in ships, seeing 
the wonders of the Lord, a.nd His 
judgments in the deep," the return 
journey was made both teachers, a.nd 
mothers, and schoia.rs admitting it to 
have been one of the most enjoyable 
outings they ha.d ever ha.d, 

"Calm as the summer's ocean, we 
Shall all the wreck of nature see ; 
While ~race secures us an abode 
Unshaken as the throne of God." 

W.P. 

BLAKENHAM, SUFFOLK. - God 
ha.s, we trust, sent us a pastor in the 
person of Mr. H. Alexander. He is, 
we feel, just the kind of man needed 
amongst us. He has preached the Word 
with much acceptance for some time ; 
now he ha.s accepted the unanimous 
wish of the Church and congregation 
to the pastorate. His labours as pastor 
commenced on Lord's-day, July 3rd, 
when he was favoured to immerse one 
sister and one brother in the name of 
our Triune God. The sermon before the 
ordinance was administered, and the 
address at the Lord's table were very 
appropriate. Many felt it good to be 
there, May suoh services often be re-

peated, and may God bless both pastor 
and people is our sincere desire. Once, 
yea, twice, have we heard that power 
belongeth unto God. May we see it 
manifested in converting sinners and 
building up His cause at Blakenham.
M. A. MoOBE. 

STEPNEY.-Easter Sunday and Mon
day, by the goodness of God, we were 
favoured to commemorate the 55th 
anniversary of Rehoboth Sabbath
school. Our pastor preached on the 
Lord'e-d"Y-morning discourse was 
upon, " Thy brother shall rise again ; " 
evenmg text, "Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way I by taking 
heed thereto, according to Thy Word." 
The preacher dwelt upon the question 
:i.sked, the answer furnished. Our 
pastor delivered a very instructive 
address to the scholars in the afternoon 
upon "Time." Easter Monday after
noon Mr. E. Mitchell preached. The 
discourse was very instructive and 
interesting ; our young and older 
friends seemed greatly to enjoy it. Mr. 
I. R. Wakelin presided at the evening 
meeting, and read part of 1 Sam. xvii. 
and Pea. cxlv. l\Ir. Lovelock engaged 
in prayer. The chairman, in his opening 
address upon the word "Light," directed 
his remarks more especially to the 
young, making his subject most inter
esting by taking the five letters of the 
word to represent five Bible characters 
-Lot, Ishmael, Gideon. Hannah. 
Timothy. He spoke of the Bible as the 
light from heaven. advising the chil
dren to read and study it. Mr, Ha.ytei: 
Scrivener, the superintendent, rendered 
a satiefactory report, which showed 158 
scholars in attendance, with a ataff of 
11 teachers. Mr. Mitchell gave a very 
effective address on" Sowing." He said 
God's Word is the seed. and you 
teachers sow it. God employs us as 
instruments. How important it is to 
sow the right seed I Let us remember 
that the seed we sow will grow a.nd 
produce a like seed. How important 
it is that we should sow the truth of 
the Word of God in the hearts of the 
young; the fruit of the Word sown in 
the Sunday-school is often not seen till 
after years. I look back to my Sunday
school teacher to have sown the seed in 
my heart ; there it was hidden, a.nd God 
in His own time sent the rain and 
caused that seed sown to take root 
downward and bear fruit upward. Mr. 
Jones delivered a very able address upon 
"My Jewels." He said diamonds are 
originally found in a very strange 
place, in a very rough and rude con
dition. When God's jewels are found 
in nature, they are destitute of divine 
grace, in a rough and rude condition. 
There are endless varieties of jewels ; 
they are not all alike. So in the Church 
of God there is a David and Daniel, 
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Abraham and Lot, John and Paul, 
Thomas and Peter. Mr, F. 0. Holden 
gave a stirring address upon " Chris• 
tian Activity." When the Father sent 
Christ into the world He gave Him 
work to do. I believe when God calls a 
sinner by His grace it is not only to 
enjoy the salvation, but it is into His 
service. Mr. Noyes enlarged upon Mr. 
Mitchell's subject, and gave an instruc• 
tive address upon the parable of the 
Sower. Our pastor prefaced his re• 
marks by saying : It is very nice to 
meet with the young and to meet with 
the old people. I like to meet with the 
young when they are wise enough to 
take a little counsel. He gave a -brief 
address upon " They shall speak of the 
glory of Thy kingdom." The scholars 
contributed much to the enjoyment of 
the services by the creditable manner 
in which they sang the hymns, com• 
posed for the occasion by the super• 
intendent. At the conclusion of the 
meeting we felt we had spent a happy 
and also a profitable day,-HAYTER 
SCRITI1''ER.--[We are sorry this re• 
port has been overlooked.-J. W. B.l 

IPSWICH (ZOAR CHAPEL). -The 
Sunday-school anniversary of the 
above was hP.ld on June 26, when good 
congregations assembled at all the 
services. Mr. R. C. Ba.rdens, pastor, 
preached in the morning from Luke 
ii. 49, and in the evening Ephes. iv. 13. 
Ea.meat and practical remarks were 
made suitable for the encouragement 
of those engaged amongst the young. 
The afternoon was devoted specially to 
the scholars and their parents, some 12 
or 13, both boys and girls, reciting very 
creditably portions of Scripture and 
sacred pieces. The singing, under the 
tuition of Mr. S. Garrard and his col
leagues, was much appreciated. The 
collections realised about £8. 

MAKISG A MOVE AT MARGATE. 
AFTER many years of real Christian 
experience as" strangers and pilgrimP," 
the Church at Mount Ephraim are look
ing- forward to October next, when, by 
divine help and guidance, brother J. 
Harlick, of Cambridge, will commence 
his pastorate. 

Our brother has supplied very fre
quently during the past three yea.re and 
more, and after much prayer and 
watching, the Church have tendered 
a hearty and loving invitation, which 
has now been definitely accepted. 

The matter of the pastorate has for 
years past been very unsettled, but now 
our brother has drawn us to~ether, the 
house fills with true wor~h1ppers, and 
great things from our loving God are 
exllected. 

The chapP.l has indeed become " too 
narrow," and by the help of many 
friends, including a handsome donation 

from Mr. Lawson, a splendid site for a 
new building has been procured, and all 
are hoping soon to @ee a struoture rise 
to our great God's honour and glory. 

The deacons, in tendering their 
heartfelt thanks to all friends, feel with 
true humility that our loving Father 
can use what means·He thinks best for 
the carrying on of His cause, and in 
this case, although so feeble and un
worthy, we can say He has done great 
thing-s for us, and very shortly a 
detailed list of all donors to the Build
ing Fund will be published. 

May God alone still reign in our 
midst, is our united prayer at Margate. 

TWO GOOD DAYS IN THE ARK. 
BY BENJAIIHN WOODROW, 

RECOGNITION of Mr. Price as pastor of 
the Church meeting in " The Ark,'' 

11 DOWN AT OLD DUNMOW " 
-( lV. Garrard,), 

took place on Whit Sunday and Monday, 
May 29 and 30. Mr. Price preached 
Lord's-day (morning and evenin!f) two 
soul-comforting and God - glorifying 
sermons from John xvii. 22-24. In the 
afternoon Benjamin Woodrow, of Ful
ham, occupied the pulpit. 

ON ·WHIT-MONDAY, 
when our brother Price was publicly 
recognised, brother J. Sanders, of 
Hackney, presided, and began the 
service by singing hymn 769 (" Den
ham "), commencing-

" My soul, thy Saviour's call attend; 
With trembling His commands revere; 

Arise. saith He, for thee I send, 
To My elect the Gospel bear." 

The hymn is Wallins' paraphrase on 
Acts xxvi. 16. 

Au the request of the chairman, 
brother Johnston, senior deacon, sought 
the Lord's blessing on the sacred and 
solemn occasion. 

Brother Price gave a brief account of 
his call by lfr&ce, to preach the Gospel, 
and in leadmg him to Dunmow, refer
ring, with a tenderness which touched 
the heart and moistened the eye of old 
Benjamin and many others, to the 
prayers of a.devoted mother. The state• 
ments of brother Price being in all 
points satisfactory, brothel' Sanders 
asked the members of the Church to 
rise to their feet, hold up their right 
hand, and thus publicly ratify their 
choice of Mr. Price to the pastorate. 
This request being cheerfully acceded 
to, 

Brother Palmer, of Waltham Abbey, 
united hands of pastor and deacons, 
with a few words suitable to the occe.· 
sion, and brother . 

Benjamin Woodrow offered the ord1· 
nation prayer. 

The charge to the paetor was given by 
brother Palmer, and the charge to the 
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Ohurch by brother J. Sanders, who for 
yeare'hae supplied the pulpit here. 

"Praise God from Whom all blessings 
flow" brought the afternoon service to 
a oloee. 

About 100 took tea, cheerfully served 
~y the lady friends, and in 

THE EVENING 
the pastor of Ebenezer, Waltham Abbey 
(W. Palmer) delivered a discourse full 
of precious Goepel truth, 

Thus ended one of the happiest days 
that ever we spent on earth. To God's 
glorious name be all the praise, honour, 
and glory. 

Many friends · were present from 
neighbouring ea.uses whom we were 
glad to see and welcome. 

CHATHAM (ENON).-On Wednesday, 
July 13th, the pastor's first anniversary 
was held, when our beloved friend, 
pastor W. Jeyee Styles, came down and 
preached two sermons, in his usual clear, 
comprehensive and comforting manner. 
God was glorified, souls were edified, 
and we a.re 11iore than satisfied, The 
subjects were suitable, the collections 
liberal, and the weather beautiful.
VERITAS. 

UCKFIELD (BAPTIST CHAPEL).
The 112th anniversary ·and also the 
fourth year of the present _pastorate 
took place on Wednesday, July 6th. 
Proceedings commenced with afternoon 
service, tlie sermon being preached by 
Mr. J. Daw, of Hailsham, to a good con
gregation. A public tea-meeting was 
subsequently held, friends arriving 
from East Hoathly, Buxted, Lewes and 
Mayfield, while some twenty-two drove 
up from Brighton, all doing ample 
justice to the good things provided on 
the various tables, presided over by Mrs. 
Gardner, Mrs. Chilton, Mrs. Dadswell, 
Mrs. Hoad and Mrs. and Miss Wood, 
about 100 being present. The evening 
meeting was of a devotional character, 
the pastor, Mr. H. Gardner, presiding 
over a. crowded attendance. The sermon 
was delivered by pastor E. Mitchell, of 
Oba.dwell-street, London, whose dis
course was followed with rapt attention 
and keen appreciation.-Local Pape1·. 

green pasture and the waters of r1uiet
ness they experience under the Word 
preached by him. The evening meeting 
was presided over by our brother F. J. 
Catchpole, Esq., in a most able way, and 
his remarks showed that he•was at home 
in his work, and that he has a strong 
desire to see the kingdom of God wax 
great. The secretary gave a statement 
of the year's work, that four had been 
baptized during the year, making the 
membership now 34 ; that the total cost 
of the freehold and buildings was 
£1,080, which was reduced to £100. 

THIS LAST £100 
has since been lovingly promised : 

TO GOD BE ALL THE PRAISE. 
The Church heartily thanks all those 
who have had an helping hand in this 
extension of the kingdom of the 
Saviour. Our brethren spoke good and 
acceptable words: Brother Chilvers 
on '' He had compassion ; " brother 
Mitchell on "He pleased God;" brother 
Bush on "He sent His word and healed 
them ; " brother Jones on " This Man 
receiveth sinners;" brother Dadswell 
on" He leadeth me." We were able to 
thank God and take courage. - H. 
CLARK, 

GREAT YARMO'C'TH.-As a teacher 
of York-road Sunday-school, I desire, for 
the information of all friends of the 
Sabbath-school, to notice, that we had 
our annual outing to Fritton, on Tues
day, July 12th, accompanied by our 
pastor, leaving Southtown station by 
train at 12.50. where both children, 
teachers, a.nd friends thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves, wandering in the woods or 
strolling by the lake. chatting one to 
another, about-! o'clock retiring to the 
Barn, where, with a good muster of 
friends, we indulged in the cup that 
cheers, but not inebriates. After tea the 
young folks enjoyed themselves in the 
usual way. Prizes were kindly given 
by a kind friend from Bedford·. for 
which we are thankful. At S.30 we 
were taken to Southtown safely, and 
made for home with thankfnl hearts. 
To God be all the glory.-H. POLLARD. 

LITTLE STONHAl\I (BETHEL).-We 
have cause to record the Lord's good-

WANDSWORTH COMMON (CHAT· ness on two special occasions. June3rd. 
HAM-ROAD).-The third anniversary of Mr. R. Bardens, of Ipswich. came and 
the formation of this Cnurch was held preached two excellent sermons, full of 
on June 19 a.nd 21. On the 19th, two life and spirit; good numbers gathered 
very powerful and profitable sermons at each service. also to the tea, for which 
were preached by Mr. Samuel Banks- we thank the Lord and the dear friends 
in the morning on "Personal growth who came to encourage us. July 10th, 
in the divine life" (2 Pet. iii. 1S), in was the thirty-fifth anniversary of the 
the eveninl!' on "The growth of the Sabbath-school. Mr. Haddock, of the 
Churoh" (Ephes. iv. 15, 16). On the Occold Church, came and preached 
21st our brother Mitchell preached one morning and evening, from Mark :s:. 13. 
of those helpful sermons for which -16. By God's irrace he was II!uch 
many of the flock: of Christ have ea.use helped. Some said they heard thmgs 
to bless the great Shepherd for sending they will never forget. God gra1;1t it 
'him to lead them into those truths of I may be so. The afternoon was spemally 
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devoted to the children, singing and 
reciting. G. and E. Pryke (brother and 
sister) gave a dialogue upon, "Beaton 
Oil." which was correctly given. Many 
thanks to our Father-God, for all the 
help we reoeived from friends. The 
singing was oonducted by Mr. W. Garn
ham, of Crowfield. God bless all our 
dear friends. During the year three 
dear sisters have been added by baptism. 
Our brother, S. Ling, continues to 
supply the pulpit with much accept
ance ; there is life and spirit in his 
ministry : we often wonder what the 
Lord's will is between him and us at 
Stonham.-A. G. HALL, 

BEXLEY STRICT BAPTIST 
CHAPEL. 

EXTINCTION OF THE DEBT. 
THANKSGH"ING SERVICES in connection 
with the above, held on Thursday, July 
7th, were conspicuously snccessful. The 
weather was delightfully fine, and so 
large was the attendance in the evening 
that it was decided at the last moment 
to hold the services in the picturesque 
grounds belonging to Mr.John Piggott, 
L.C.C., at "Parkhurst." Here a large 
company gathered - including many 
from London-and the host and hostess 
were most assiduous in their attention 
to visitors, and the splendidly kept 
gardens and conservatories were 
entirely thrown open, and admired by 
&11. 

The proceedings commenced with a 
luncheon at 1.15, to which about forty 
invited guests sat down. 

In the afternoon a thoroughly appro
priate sermon was delivered by Mr. 
Edward Mitchell, of Mount Zion, 
Clerkenwell. 

This was followed by a tea served on 
the lawn. 

THE EVENING MEETING 
was held under the presidency of Mr. 
John Pigirott, supported by Mr. I. C. 
Johnson, J.P .. Messrs. F. C. Holden, E. 
White, 0. S. Dolbey, E. W. Flegg, C. 
Guy. Thos. Ca.rr, the pastor, Mr. Arthur 
H. Pounds, and others. 

The chairman gave a very lucid 
account of the formation of their chapel, 
and said it was in March, 1892, when he 
first came to look at "Parkhurst" and 
thought how mnch he should like to 
live there. Eventually they decided to 
do so. Soon after Mr. Kelsey, the former 
deacon, saw him (the chairman) several 
times with regard to buying his rights 
of the chapel, which Mr. Kelsey said 
must be closed. He offered to sell them 
for £150. and in the end an agreement 
was entered into by which Mr. Kelsey 
agreed to sell to him what rights he had 
in the Strict Baptist Chapel. He at once 
handed him a cheque for £200 to bank 
in their joint names, and on November 
10th, 1892, their first meeting was held 

and a building committee formed. Un 
February 3td, 189:l, building plans were 
submitted by Mr. J, Johnson, A.R.I.B.A,, 
and later on the tender of Mr. Knight 
for £539 was accepted. The deacon had 
assured him that there had been no 
Church meeting for twenty-seven years, 
so they felt it to be right for the Church 
to be re-formed, and Mr. W. J. Styles 
formed them into a Strict and Particular 
Baptist Church on 31st January, 1893, 
On April 13th, 1846, the chapel was 
licensed for Divine worship for Pro
testant Dissenters. Some very nasty 
things had been said to him with regard 
to their denomination. One man called 
it" sohism corner," and another one had 
said that the place ought to have been 
shut up long ago. He might say that 
last Sunday week at tho evening service 
they had about the same number of 
people as they had had that afternoon, 
and there was hardly a seat vacant in 
the chapel, Well, he was not going to 
complain this evening, because their 
chapel was not large enough to hold 
their congregationsJ but he did hope and 
trust that this wo111d be the beginning, 

INSTEAD OF THE PLACE BEING 
SHUT UP, 

of enlargin~ their borders. What was 
true worship ? What a mistake was 
abroad in the land with regard to 
worship. He would himself twenty 
times rather have met in their chapel 
that night, but there was no need to 
meet in the chapel for worship. The 
bulk of their neighbours were friends 
of "the Church," and he had had argu
ments why they so adhered to a Strict 
Baptist Chapel. It was because they 
were fully persuaded in their own 
minds, and he asked those present 
whether the bulk of people whom they 
met-so-called religious people-were 
troubled in their minds at all with 
regard to what they believed? He 
believed that their denomination was 
nearest to Bible order, but no denomina
tion could give a passport to heaven. 
Continuing, the chairman said what
ever happened to them their chapel was 

FREEHOLD, AND FREE OF DEBT. 
More than one wiseacre had said to him, 
"Why do you trouble about that debt, 
you above all people? I would let it 
keep upon the place. You will find it 
out when the debt is off." But he had 
never had such a thought in his mind. 
What they wanted wa.s a free chapel for 
a free Gospel. And every one of them 
desired now to say, "Not unto us, 0, 
Lord! not unto us, but unto Thy name 
give glory." 

Mr. Dolbey ea.id it was very plainly 
made known to them that afternoon 
what was the object of their gathering 
together. It was to give praise and 
thanksgiving to the God of all grace, 
not especially in relation to them as a 
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Uhuroh and people, but in a more 
extended sense to all those who were in
terested in the well-being of the Strict 
Baptists. There was no mistake as to 
the acceptability of praise and thanks
giving, for it was a good thing to give 
praise unto the Lord, and to offer 
thanksgiving unto Him for His good
ness towards them. He had been think
ing of those things whioh underlaid 
their thanksgiving servioes that day. In 
the first plaoe, he would say, it was 
God's purpose to save sinners. There 
would have been no need of a chapel at 
Bexley, or for a tabernaole in the City 
of London, if there had been no Divine 
purpose to eave sinners. Their chair
man had referred to their chapel being 
a Striot Baptist Chapel..1..andabout keep• 
ing close to the truth . .t:t.e liked the idea 
of being close to it, but they wanted not 
simply to be olose to Gospel order, but 
to be actually observers of that order. 
There was a time when such places as 
their's would have been oalled Baptist 
conventicles. They thanked God that 
they had their chapels, and that to-day, 
through His amazing mercy, no man 
dared make them afraid, and they 
blessed God for the prinoiples of the 
Reformation, and that they were enabled 
to worship the God of Heaven in spirit 
and in truth, 

Mr. C. Guy, of Gravesend, Mr. T. Carr, 
of the Surrey Tabernacle, Mr. Holden, 
of Limehouse, Mr. White, of Woolwich, 
and Mr. Flegg, of Bexley Heath, con• 
tinued in the same strain. 

The pastor, Mr. A. Pounds, did not 
think they need prolong the meeting. 
He hoped, however, they had enjoyed 
themselves as much as he had, and it 
gave him great pleasure to know that 
their Churoh was growing. He then 
gave the names and the sums colleoted 
by the many friends on behalf of the 
re-building fund, as well as gifts, 

The total cost of re-building, furnish
ing, and other expenses, amounted to 
£872 6s. lO½d. 

A volume of praise ascended heaven
ward from the heart and voice of the 
assembly, and a short prayer brought 
the meeting to a olose.-Bexley Heath 
0 bse1•,,:e1•. 

ENFIELD (PROVIDENCE). - Dear 
brother Banks,-We were very pleased to 
feesomanyoldfriendson Wednesday, the 
6th, at our anniversary. We had a good 
day. Our brother, J. P. Gibbens, preaohed 
a very excellent ·discourse in the after
noon, from the words, " Unto you, there
fore which believe He is precious." 
The;e was a goodly number of friends 
present, by whom his testimony was 
received with pleasure and profit, and 
we trust the blessing of the Lord will 
rest upon his labours. We had a goodly 
number at each of our meetings, and 
ho.ve again to acknowledge with thank-

fulness that the good hand of Qur God 
was upon us, and trust that our gather
inJ!' in His name may be for the glory of 
His own name, and for our mutual 
edification and blessing. Our brethren 
whose names were announced to take 
part in the evening meeting were all 
present, and altogether we had a good 
day, and it is with pleasure we acknow
ledge the kindness of our friends, who 
have again encouraged us by their 
presence and help, as well as those at a 
distance, who, though not able to be 
present with us, yet continue to express 
their interest and sympathy with ue, 
both by their words and acts. Trusting 
these gatherings may prove a blessing 
to all concerned, and if we should be 
spared, and the "little while," after 
which, " He that shall come, will come 
and not tarry," be prolonged and trust 
we may yet meet again in the valley to 
acknowledge the goodness and mercy of 
the covenant.-Y ours in the Gospel, R. 
ALFREY, 

FINANCIAL MATTERS I~ O'C'R 
CHURCHES. 

A SUGGESTION. 
DEAR SIR,-1\fay I be permitted a little 
space in the EARTHEN VESSEL to make 
a rem'l.rk or two in reference to financial 
matters in our Churches 1 Our Churches
for the most part are not very wealthy, 
and a large per centa.ge of them a.re 
unable to support a pastor; those that 
have pastors are only able to pay them 
a very poor salary. I think a great 
improvement could be made if the 
present system of quarterly pew rents 
was abolished, and the weekly offering 
system substituted for it. This is the 
plan adopted in many of the General 
Baptist Churches, and is proving a great 
BUCCess. People would find it more con
venient to give a stated sum weekly 
than to give in a lump quarterly, I 
only make this suggestion. 

Yours sincerely, 
H. 8. MILLER. 

Huntingdon. 
[We have inserted our friends "sugges

tion." We believe some Churches do 
pursue the course set forth in his note. 
These are matters which affect the in
ternal arrangements of each Church. and 
it is not for us to propose any alteration. 
Our eood friend Miller bets tbe welfare 
of Zion o.t heart, we o.re certciin.
J. W. B.] 

THE WORKING lIEN'S LORD'S-
DAY REST ASSOCIATION. 

THE question of Sunday observance is 
one in which all the children of God 
should take a very lively interest. aud 
it is a pleasure to us to notice that Mr. 
H. Johnston, of Mount Zion. Clerken
well, an active member of the London 
Society of Compositors, has delivered 
several addresses on the subject in the 
North of London during the past year. 
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We are glad to record that his efforts 
have been highly appreciated, a.s the 
following, mentioned in the yearly 
report of the Working Men's Lord's-day 
Rest Association for the past year 
testifies, from a secretary of a. Sunda.y
school where he had spoken :-

.. I a.m glad to say that the teachers 
and officers wish me to say how much 
your two addresses were appreciated, 
a.nd instructive to both teachers and 
scholars." 

Our brother ha3 a.lso had the high 
privilege of giving a.n address from the 
open-air pulpit, at "All Saints" Church, 
Lang-ham-place, to a very large audi
ence. men and women, mostly of the 
working-classes. 

The Working Men's Lord's-day Rest 
Association, of which Mr. C. Hill has 
been secretary for nearly 40 years, is the 
only Association which makes its 9ole 
object the preservation of the Lord's
day as a da.y of rest from unnecessary 
labourfor the working-man, and wea.re 
sorry to find tha.t its efforts a.re much 
hindered through lack of funds. 

RECOGNITION OF 
MR. J. H. JUTSUM, 

SERVICES in connection with the settle
ment of Mr. J. H. Jutsum, a.t Mount 
Zion Chapel, Hitchin, took place on 
Wednesday, June 22. 

In the afternoon B. Woodrow, of 
London, preached a sermon from, 
.; And hast loved them a.s Thou ha.st 
loved Me." 

At the evening meeting Mr. B. 
Woodrow presided, rea.d pa.rt of Acts 
xx.. a.nd called on the senior deacon to 
snpplica.te the throne of grace. 

Mr. Jutsum ga.ve his call by grace 
and to the ministry. 

Mr. John Fa.rcy (deacon) sa.id, after 
hearing Mr. Jutsum with profit, the 
Church unanimously invited him to 
take the oversight as pastor, npon 
which Mr. Woodrow a.eked the members 
of the Church to stand up a.nd hold up 
their hands and thus ratify their 
choice. Pastor a.nd deacon then joined 
hands, and )11:r. Woodrow offered the 
ordination_pra.yer. 

Mr. B. Woodrow delivered the charge 
to the newly-elected pastor, founding 
his remarks on Paul's charge to 
Timothy, "Study to show thyself 
approved unto God, a. workman that 
needeth not to be a.shamed," &c. Mr. W. 
a.lso delivered a. short but touching 
discourse to the Church. 

After singing the Christian's na.tiona.l 
anthem, "All ha.il the power of Jesu's 
name," the chairman pronounced the 
benediction and brought this happy 
meeting to a. close. 

A LITTLK ONE. 

No back ever yet broke under the 
burden God ga.ve it.-Anon. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE 2ith anniversary of the Hornsey 
Rise Asylum was held on July 1st. A 
large number of friends a.ssembled1 and 
the day was thoroul{hly enjoyea. A 
sermon was preached m the afternoon 
by Mr. Marston, a. blind minister; a.nd 
in the evening, Mr. -Kern conducted a 
service in the Hall. Both discourses 
proved profitable to the hearers and 
helpful to the Institution. 

* " The Sale of Work *by the Lady Visitors 
realised a. larger a.mount tha.n last year; 
the proceeds were devoted to the 
Benevolent Fund for helping sick and 
infirm inmates. This fund is a most 
useful adjunct. to the work of the 
Asylum, as so many of the a.ged ones 
need special care. Donations, to be 
added to the proceeds of the sale, will 
be thankfully received. 

* * 
On July 8th the annual re-union 

meeting at Hornsey Rise Asylum, with 
the inmates of the other Homes, took 
place. A happy day was spent ; the 
grounds were looking their best, and 
the pensioners much enjoyed them
selves. Lunch wa.s provided for thoee 
from a distance, and tea for all in the 
Asylum Hall. A brief meeting after
wards took place; Mr. J. Sharp in the 
chair. Addresses were given by Messrs.· 
Sinden, Martin, Hayles, Hodges, and 
the secretary. The expenses were 
privately defrayed,. * 

The Annual Report has just been 
published, price sixpence to non-sub
scribers. It is an interesting record of 
how the Lord has been pleased to use 
the society for His honour and glory, 
and the welfare of His poor and aged 
people during the past year. Illustra
tions of the Homes add to its value. 
Full lists of subscribers a.re given. 

Past and Passing Events. 
OctobP-r Settlementa.-On the first 

Lord's-day in Oct.o,!'8: at 

Bradford-on-A vo:., Wilts., Mr. Hack
ing commences a twelve months' pro
bation. 

"" 
J/Q,1·gate.-Mr. H:rlick enters on the 

pastorate at Mount Ephraim. "God is 
indeed good and kind to us. Onr 
Sunday-school still increases. All 011r 
services are well attended, We Jiave 
bou(fht a. nice piece of land. Money is 
coming in for the bilildin1r. Oh may 
God grant His ble9:i~g."-W. W. 

"Never too- lat~ to 1nentl."-Our be.
loved pastor1 Mr. J. Walker, of Provi
dence, Nortnampton, on June 26, ba.p· 
tized a brother who had attained the 
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age of 79. Doubts and fears were re
moved, and he said, 

"Hindel' me not, ye much-loved sa,int•, 
For I MUST go with you." ... .. 

We knew an aged brother a few years 
since who, being baptized, after he had 
passed his threescore and ten, was so 
happy that, like Billy Bray, he danced 
for joy, 

" " .. 
Our friends at Northampton have 

recently lost a beloved sister and. useful 
help to the cause; she entered into that 
rest to which she endeavoured to point 
others on April 21 of this year. We 
hope the additions recently made may 
cheer them under their recent bereave
ment. 

"" " Stoke .Ask,-Charles Hill, as he is 
familiarly called in Suffolk, is in his 
78th year, and has not preached since 
1897. Commemorative services are to 
be held on August 7th at Stoke Ash. 
" His cheery voice was often heard in 
the Association tent with pleasure. 
That day is gone." We hope he may 
receive many an encouraging note on 
above date. (See aiv!.) 

.Acceptance.-Mr. *J. W. Motson has 
accepted . the pastorate at Osborne
street, Colchester, the invitation of the 
Churoh and congregation being quite 
unanimous, there being not · one dis
sentient vote. ,. * 
· Limeliouae. - At * Elim, Limehouse, 
"Brother G. Youdan, 11, Cottage-grove, 
Bow-road, E., has been appointed 
secretary to the Church in the place of 
brother G. Turner, deceased." 

* * ,. 
Lee Oommon,-Mr. James Pearce, 

dea.oon of the. cause, takes most of the 
services at this well-known cause i' the 
Lord is blessing the Word. Recent y he 
had the great joy of baptizing three, 
two being his own daughters ; these, 
with two brethren, have recently been 
added to the Church ; we feel much en
couraged. * ,. 

Blackpool.-Many of our readers in 
the North and from other parts who 
visit Blackpool for a change in the sum
mer will find a place where the truth is 
preached " in a lane at the bottom end 
of Blackpool, back of Waterloo-avenue, 
South Shore. All visitors will receive 
a hearty welcome. Mr. Eddison, of 
Rochdale, preached there on Wednes-
day, July 13. *,. • 

.Acceptance.-Mr. J. Copeland has 
accepted the pastorate at Providence, 
Reading.· ,. * 

The Sunday-scho;l Catechisms issued 
by the M.A.S.B.C. are, we hear, being 
well received. 

BILSTON ( "BETHESDA").-The 38th 
Children's Anniversary Services were 
held on Sunday, July 10th, when our 
Pastor (David Smith) preached, morn
ing and evening, to splendid congrega
tions. Old anniversary hymns and 
anthems set to old tunes were sung by 
the children, choir, and congregation 
under the leadership of Mr. W. Woolley' 
the old singing being evidently appre~ 
oiated by the worshippers. For numbers 
and finance this anniversary beats the 
record for 19 years, and speaks well for 
the continued esteem in which the 
pastor is held after 17 years labour. A 
thir~ sermon was preached on Thursday 
evenmg, the 14th, by Mr. J. T. Adams 
(of Cradley Heath). The discourse was 
spiritual, thoughtful, and helpful. 

THE BLACKWALL DIS.-1.STER. 
LINES suggested by tbe drowning of over 

thirty per,ions, caused by the launching 
of H.M. steam warsbip ".-1.lbion" on 
Tuesday, j une 21, 1898. By :N'ELLIE 
HOLDEN. 

"Thy wav is in the sea, and Thy path in 
the great waters, and Thy footsteps are not 
known."-Psa. lxxvii. 19. 

0 Lord, Thy ways are wonderful, 
Too deep for human thought; 

We cannot comprehend Thy mind 
So much with awe seems fraught. 

One moment life-the next grim death, 
Doth overcome our barque; 

Alld lo! the feeble, fluttering breath 
Has vanished in the dark. 

Lord God Almighty, hear our prayer; 
Prepare the souls of men ; 

To-day the world to some seemed fair 
When sorrow came to them. 

Tbere, midst the mirth and joyful ease 
Of many a human beart. 

Who little knew the foul disease 
Which forms of man a part? 

Just then. with life in fullest sway, 
Fresh blooming on each brow, 

The mighty voice we must obey 
Calls prompt submission now. 

They could not trace His stealthy form, 
All seemed to them so bright; 

Now saddened hearts are left to mourn 
The ghastly, deadly sight. 

An instant I not a moment's span 
To call on God in prayer; 

Tbese healthy cheeks are pale and wan, 
Their cries now rend the air, 

0 gentle Jesus, some were Tbine 
(We hope and trust 'twas so), 

Thy tender arms Thou didst entwine 
Around them in their woe. 

But others-ah! we cannot say; 
Make nse of this to warn 

Some sinners in the broad, down way, 
Lest they should be forlorn. 

Have mercy, Lord, again we cry, 
Do sanctify this grief; 

That many souls to Thee may fly, 
To find some real relief. 

69, Bransfield-road, Brockley, S.E. 

THE life cannot be sanctified unless the 
lusts are starved.-Ru_(us. 
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THE DE~IRED HAVEN. 
•• So He bringet-h t.hem unto their desired 

haven."-Ps:t. CYii. go_ 
THOUGH this earth oft sorrow sends, 
Failing healt-h and fickle friends, 
'Mid the din this comfort lends-

In the Lifeboat found. 
I shall all the storm outride, 
Aud what.e'er my course betide, 
~heJt.ered in His leeward side, 

Am for heaYeu bound. 
Leviathan, witb fearful roar, 
Alfrights the Yoyager to yon shore, 
Knowing well t,hat eYermore 

There peace is gi,·eu. 
Blow, thou bless'd, auspiciou;; wind I 
Easy then the voyage I find, 
Give the heart renewed, and mind 

Prepared for heayen. 
Then let t,he angrv billows roar. 
Peace, my soul ! thou a.rt secure 
In the Lifeboat, tra,•elling o'er 

Time's ruffled sea.. 
Death and hell may yawn around, 
Christ, my Lifeboat, to Him bound, 
Safe at last I shall be found-

Eternally. 
- H. A. NOEL-THATCHER. 

Gerra.rd's-cross. Slough, Bucks. 

Gon·s power makes nothing of this world 
(Isa. :,;J. _15 : Dan. i ,-. 35 ). It is . "a very 
little thing." But His love makes much of 
1t for His people's sake.-R~fus. 

,~arriagt. 
BEl\--XETT-MILES. - Derby-road Baptist 

CMpel, Croydon,-was filled to overflowing 
on Thursday. June 9th. to witness the 
wedding of Miss Mary Ann Miles, daughter 
of Mr. T. Miles, of Clapham, with Mr. 
Walter Bennett, of 49, Wellesley-road, 
Croydon. The chapel was beautifully 
decorated with palms, ferns, and· choice 
flowers. The bride, who is highly respected 
and beloved by all who know her, has filled 
the post of organist at the above chapel for 
a number of years. The ceremony was per
formed by Mr. E. Beecher, of London. The 
bride, who was given away by her father, 
was attended bv three bridesmaids-Miss 
Scrase and Miss Wood (nieces of the bride
groom) and Miss Dorothy White (cousin to 
the brideJ. Two hymns were sung during 
the service. ·• Our God. our Heir in ages 
past," and ·· God be with you til we meet 
a.i:ain." After 1he ceremony the party 
returned to Wellesley-road, a.bout forty 
sitting down to breakfast. The presents, 
which numbered 140, were very handsome 
and useful, including an oak biscuit box 
(silver-mounted) from the superintendent 
and the bride's fellow-teachers of the 
Sunday - school. The honeymoon was 
spent at Bournemouth. 

&one ~ome. 
MR. CHAP::lt:AN.-Death has been very 

busy a,mongst our little flock of late at 
Enon, Woolwich. On May 30th our brother 
Chapman died, who was about four years a 
deacon witb us. also teacher of the young 
men's Bible-class. He was a godly, con
sistent, warm-hearted brother, On June 10 
the Lord took our brother 

D. HITCHCOCK, who for years had 1·en-

dered excellent se1·vlce to the cause at Enon, 
when :my alterations were niade to the 
chapel, as he had a good, practical know
ledge of building. We miss him much for 
his earnest prayers and faithful adherence 
to the ea.use of God. On the same day as his 
funeral was interred another member of our 
congrention, 

MR, DALADAY, who worshipped with us 
for some years; and now anothe1· one has 
just been taken from us, . 

MR. H. HOBBS, whose father (one of our 
deacons) died last Ootober. Re !eaves a 
sorrowing wife, a member with us, also 
three children, whom we trust God will 
sustatn, as well as the other dear bereaved 
friends under these heavy trials. Personally, 
my heart is very sad through these repeated 
removals of dear friends; but we pray for 
grace to s .. y, "Thy will'be done." 

"Ours is the sadness, 
TheirB is the gladness; 
Soon will come the meeting 
And the elernal•greeting; 
Death no more shall SE>ver, 
In that blest land for eveT." 

This is our hope anti. consolation. - E. 
WHITE. 

JOHN ELNAUGH Wll.S called home to" the 
long-desired haven of rest on April 19, 18~8, 
al!'ed 64 years, after \ wo years' severe 
affliction. He was one of the timid and 
fearful of the flock, ever afraid to presume, 
He was baptized at Bassett-street, Kentish 
Town, by the late Mr. Webb (then pastor of 
the Church) about thirty years a.go. Shortly 
after he removed with his young family to 
Lax.field, and joined the Church unde~ the 
pastoral care of Mr. R. E. Seara. After a
short sojourn there he returned to London· 
and united with the Church.at Mount Zion, 
Hill-street, where he remained in union till 
his departure to the home above, · Of that 
departure we can but speak to the glory of 
God, who had called my dear father by His 
grace. ·I WM favoured to see him on Lord's
day, April 17, and- it was ·sweet:· all · he 

::~fl!J :rbo~d~~~;f~~J~:;~0ti t:~· }~~ 
our encouragement he spaku of lessons his 
teacher had· taught him sixty years a~o at 
Laxfleld, Suffolk. The funeral was on April 
26 at Finch!ey. A large circle of friends and 
relatives gathered to· show love and respect 
for the departed. Our dear brother R. E. 
Sears; of Clapham, officiated, and testified of 
the godly life of the departed; he has gone 
and left a. devoted wife and three sons to 
mourn their loss. May our last end be like 
his, BO prays his loving child-G.-ELNAUGH. 

MR. FIELD.-A letter· from Mrs. Field, of 
Starke, Florid. says: "Dear brother, I write. 
to tell you of the death of my poor, afflicted 
hnsband. He joil'.led the heavenly host, "in 
the sweet fields of Eden," January 10th, 
1898. I am overwhelmed with l!rlef, but am 
lookinf up unto the Lord for help, who has 
said, • will never leave nor forsake.' He 
had no fear of of death ; he had known and 
loved the Lord over forty years, and realised 
His grace was su!llcient for a.II things, 
"• His hope was built on nothing lees, 

Than Jeeu's blood and righteousness,'· 
and so is that of his sorrowing widow-S. 
FIELD." · 

MISS KITSON, of the Plains, Ramsga,te 
after many years conflict with many of the 
ills to which poor nature is heir, recently 
entered the realms of bliss, "where the 
wicked cease from troubling and the weary 
are at rest.'' The anticipation of this often 
revived ,her feeble faith, which is now a 
_reality.-F. F. 
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(See page 260.) 

" jr is @uft §taq~.tt 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

"For He is our peace."-Eph. ii. 14. 

SOME years ago, when there was much loud talk in our country that 
the Government were sacrificing " British interests," a prominent 

statesman replied that " The greatest British interest was peace.'' 
There was great force in Lord Derby's words. With some modification 
we may apply them to the Church of Christ. One of the greatest 
interests of the Church is peace. Not that we are for peace at any price. 
Great a blessing as peace is, it may be purchased too dearly. Principle 
must not be sacrificed even to procure peace, for peace stained with the 
blood of truth is no blessing, but anything short of violating principle 
is not too much to pay fot· peace. Some militant souls there are who, 
like Job's war-horse, scent "the battle afar off," and rejoice in its 

VoL. LIV. SErTEMllER, 1898. s 
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t,nrmoil ; we prefer to walk in the olive-groves of peace, rather than to 
range over the battle-field ; yet we trust, if need be, we shall be found 
prepared to do battle for the truth, and the honour of our Lord. 

" He is our peace " is to us a delightful word. The passage refers 
primarily to the union effected by the Lord Jesus Christ between 
believing ,Jews and Gentiles. He has abolished the old ceremonies, 
which formed a wall of partition between Israel and the nations of the 
world, and in Himself of twain He has made one new man. " There 
is neither J cw nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female ; for we are all one in Christ Jesus.'' The 
believing Jew has lost nothing by the abolition of" the law of com
mandments contained in ordinances." On the contrary, his gain is 
great; he has been relieved from a yoke which he was unable to bear, 
and is introduced into a joyous liberty ; while believing Gentiles are 
elevated to a full and equal participation in the blessings and privileges 
of the Gospel. We recommend a prayerful study of the teaching of the 
apostle on this subject here,• and in his Epistle to the Galatians, to 
brethren who have become enamoured with the notion of a personal 
reign of the Lord Jesus Christ in Jerusalem, believing that the idea 
they entertain is inconsistent with the• apostle's exposition, if not 
altogether subversive of his teaching. 

The words, ·• He is our peace," are comprehensive in their meaning. 
Peace is a subject that has many important aspects. We may take the 
judicial view of peace. God is the supreme Governor of His creatures. 
The ideas of law, government, rewards for well-doing, and punishments 
for ill-doing are engraved on the mind of man. The Scriptures most 
clearly express these views. God is revealed therein as an absolutely 
and inflexibly just Being ; He is also revealed as ineffably good and 
merciful, but as the Governor and J ud~e of men He must be just, and 
the abstract fact that He is merciful of itself affords us no relief, as we 
are conscious that we have transgressed _against Him. But Christ is our 
peace judicially. Thus the message runs: " God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto Himself, not imputing their trepasses unto them. . . . 
He bath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in Him." The sinner's guilt, by an 
act of stupendous love and grace, is transferred to Christ, and His 
righteourness is made over to the sinner. Thus the claims of law are 
met, the righteousness of God is vindicated, and the sinner reconciled
the Judge pronouncing him cleared from every crime. In this glorious 
way the breach caused by our sin is made up, and Jesus "is our peace" 
judicially. 

" He is our peace" morally as well as judicially. Man is a moral 
being, and though sin has debased him, it has not destroyed his moral 
nature, and when the sinner is quickened, the conscience asserts itself 
with awful power. The necessity for an atonement lies in the very 
constitution of our being. We could imagine sin forgiven as a mere 
act of sovereign favour. A sinner thus forgiven would be freed from 
the penalty of his sin, but with a quickened, moral nature peace would 
be a stranger to his bosom. All fear of hell and wrath might be 
removed, but happiness could not be known, nor serene peace reign in 
his heart. It has been well said that if God does not require an atone
ment, we do, for our own peace and satisfaction. "Christ's atonement 
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meets the requirements of our moral being. That which satisfies divine 
justice also satisfies our conscience. All the wrong is set right, God is 

·glorified, and peace reigns in our hearts : "He is our peace" morally. 
Again, " He is our peace " mentally. In all our exercises and trials 

we have peace in Him. "These things have I spoken unto you that in 
Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation : but 
be of good cheer ; I have overcome the world." The cross of Christ 
bestows moral peace, His throne produces mental peace. With .Jesus on 
the throne all must be well. " He is our peace " with respect to the 
problems and perplexities of life. These surround us everywhere. They 
respect ourselves, our families, our friends, the Churches with which we 
are connected, the Church at large, our country, and the world. Un
believers are strangers to peace and sweet restfulness. Believers only 
. enjoy peace as they apprehend Him who is their peace. He is on the 
throne," Head over all things to His Church." Nothing escapes His 
.knowledge, is overlooked, or forgotten by Him. He loves us with a 
love that infinitely exceeds our love to ourselves. He is rnling and over
ruling all things with unfailing wisdom and skill. Here is the fair haven 
.of peace. Why should we needlessly perplex ourselves with matters that 
.are beyond us ? Rather let us believe, and enter into rest. Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee; because he 
.trnsteth in Thee." Let us cease our vain efforts to rule the universe, and 
leave all things in His hands, with humble confidence in His love, 
wisdom, power, and faithfulness. "He is our peace" also with respect 
.to the pathwag we should take. He has gone before us through this 
world, and left us " an example that we should follow His steps." To 
follow Him is to go in" the way of peace." Wherever we see His foot
prints we may safely go, and confidently expect to find peace. " Follow 
,thou Me" is His gracious command to all His people. 

"Jesu.s, my All, to heaven is gone, 
He whom I fix my hopes upon ; 
His track I see, and I'll pursue 
The narrow way till Him I view." 

-Our peace, too, is He in relation to the beyo'TIJd. Life is both brief and 
uncertain, and no mortal age has pierced the veil that hides that other 
world from ,iew to which we are all fast hastening. But we are not 
travelling at a venture. He came from heaven, and has returned 
thither, and all that is necessary for us to know He has revealed unto 
us. With us dying is not to take "a leap in the dark." What holy 
calm and peace His words diffuse in the soul of the dying believer ! " In 
My Father's house are many mansions ; if it were not so, I would have 
,told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself ; that 
where I am, there ye may be also." Yes," He is our peace," in every 
strait and difficulty in life, and He will be our peace when we face our 
last enemy. 

" Once more, "He is our peace" socially. He has made both one, 
,slain the enmity, and reconciled Jew and Gentile. Sin broke the natural 
bond of brotherhood, and Cain embrnes his hands in his brother .Abel's 
blood. The whole history of the world is largely a repetition of that 
,crime. But Jesus makes peace, and reunites His people in a stronger 
and more blessed brotherhood of peace-" Ye are all one in Christ Jesus." 
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Our God is " the God of peace ; " Jesus is " the Prince of peace ; '' the 
Holy Ghost was manifested under the symbol of a dove, the emblem of 
peabe. "Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace," should be our aim. "Seek peace, and pursue it," is a divine 
injunction. "Let us follow the things that make for peace;" and 
may "the Lord of peace give us peace always by all means. The Lord 
be ,Yith you all." 

0 "GR P ORT RA IT GALLERY. - No. IX. 
PASTOR JOHN P. GIBBENS, TOTTENHAM. 

My DEAR BROTHER,-! had no idea when I related my call by 
grace and to the ministry at my Recognition Service, at which you 

were present, and heard it from my own lips, that you would ever wish 
it to be put into print, but as it is your desire I respond, and hope I 
may only say that which shall extol grace rather than the individual. 

I was born in the village of Barham, Kent (midway between 
Canterbury and Dover), Feb. 2nd, 1837. It was my privilege to have a, 
Christian home ; my father was one of the best men I ever knew, a man 
of God, who loved God's Word and God's house. I often mention it 
now, he never absented himself when it was open, for anyone that might 
be on a nsit to us. 

I have little recollection of my native village ;{When about eight years 
of age, we removed to Eastry, about seven or eight miles distant. It 
was here I received my first spiritual impressions. Our home being a 
lone farm-house, two miles from the village, my father arranged during 
winter months a prayer-meeting in our house, and on some occasions 
someone to speak. It was here, in these meetings, I was lead to feel 
I was destitute of what I found others enjoyed. Our house was often a 
home for the ministers as they visited these villages (let me say they 
were W esleyans, but from my recollection of them they had a passion for· 
souls). I don't rerriember their teaching, but they were men of God, 
desiring spiritual blessings for the people. They used to speak to me 
personally, which deepened my sense of sin and guilt. 

About this time I was sent to a day school, which has proved to be· 
one of the greatest blessings of my life, for two hours each day were 
spent over the Word of God. My schoolmaster was a godly man, and I 
have seen tears run down his cheeks as he has been telling out to us boys 
the truths of God's Word. I was at the same time attending the Wesleyan 
Sunday-school. The questions and answers in the Catechism made 
a deep impression on me of God's omnipotence, omnipresence and 
eternity. What resolutions I made, how often did I go into stables, 
sheds, and lodges by myself, and pray, and vow ; little did I know then 
that salvation is all of sovereign grace. 

When about fifteen years of age, as my father was removing, I was 
sent to live with a gentleman my father knew ; I dont think it did me
much good, unless it is, I have seen the hand of God in taking me from 
ungodly assoeiations. 

I was then in the providence of God removed to Minster, in Thanet, 
and here again I was brought into the society of Christian people, who 
manifested concern for my salvation, one especially, who said," I shall 
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pray for you." I began to listen more to the preaching of the Word 
and a deeper sense of my need of a Saviour took hold upon me. I read 
James' "Anxious Enquirer," Doddridge's "Rise and Progress of 
Religion in the Soul," thinking I should find what I ought to do. Some
times I would be in despair, thinking it was not for me, at other times 
that I was not earnest enough, A sermon was preached in the chapel 
one Sunday evening about this time, when the preacher used some very 
strong language about being lost, aud I was terribly cast down; but one 
morning, while on a load of corn in the field I was led to say from the 
depths of my heart, "Lord, what is it ? " and in a moment two lines of 
a hymn came as the answer, 

" Only believe, your sin's forgiven, 
Only believe, and yours is heaven." 

I felt this was God's word, "only believe," and in the depths of my heart 
I said, "Lord, I do believe, help Thou my unbelief." I felt a burden 
was gone ; it was an end of trying to be saved. 

I joined the Wesleyan Church, r1,nd in about two years was invited to 
give an address in the Sunday-school, and soon had an impression that 
I should be called to preach, and while I was exercised about this the 
minister came to me and said it was his conviction that myself and 
·another ought to have our names on the Local Preachers' plan, so after a 
,little examination we were sent out. I shall never forget the day, the 
fear and trembling beforehand, and the shame and confusion after; but 
the Lord led me on, and for about thirteen years I continued as a local 
;preacher among the W esleyans. Then in the order of God's providence 
I was removed to Paddock Wood, in Kent. There was, at that time, no 
Wesleyan Chapel, but a godly clergyman in the church preached the 
-doctrines of grace, and it was here I first began to see things in a 
-different light. I used to speak for him in his school on Sunday evenings 
and during the week in cottages in the parish, and the Lord blessed the 
Word. 

It was through this clergyman I was introduced to an Evangelization 
Society, where I laboured several years in all parts of the country, 
.preaching in halls, chapels, barns, tents, and I have preached in three 
-different churches of the Establishment. But in following different 
men I found I could not cause the sensation some did, or reckon converts 
by numbers. This at times distressed me, but I found it to be excite
ment only, and not produced by the Holy Ghost. This led me to examine 
·the Word more closely on the doctrine of election, which I hail in my 
,early Christian life been much prejudiced against•, but the Lord brought 
me to see it in His own way and at His own time. For some years I 
had been exercised about believers' baptism, and was baptized about this 
;time at A venue Church, Shepherd's Bush. ..\.fter this I took charge of a 
mission for one year, but the director's aim seemed to be more for means 
and sensation than the glory of God. About this time I first came in 

.•contact with our brother Holden, whom I wish I h:ld known years 
before. I heard of a chapel at Leyton shut up, and after enquiry opened 
it to preach the Word, casting- myself on the Lord. When I had been 
here a few weeks, one who had been an occasional hearer asked what I 
belonged to ? I said, " Denominationally, to no one." He said he was 
a Strict Baptist and also said, " I should have th?nght y~m were, b! what 
you preach." He said he had thought of takrng tlus chapel for the 
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Rtrict Baptists, so he asked me to change with him on two occasionst 
which I did, and received invitations at both places to go again. After 
due consideration I was led to join the Strict Baptist Church, under the 
pastorate of our brother Noyes, of Poplar, and this chapel at Leyton was 
tRken over by the Strict Baptists. I never had but two Lord's-days at 
liberty from that date, and these by error in correspondence. It has 
been my privilege to supply at Colchester, Chelmsford, Chatteris, Chatham, 
Oottenham,' Downe, Fleet, Glemsford, Richmond, Margate, Swavesy,. 
Stevenage, Irthlingboro', and over a hundred times at "Ebenezer," 
Waltlrnm Abbey, and it was by our esteemed brother W. Pallett that I 
"·as recommended to the Church at Philip-lane, Tottenham, where, on
the first Lord's-day in May, 1897, I preached for the first time. After 
the morning service I was invited to preach for two Thursday evenings, 
which I did. The Word was blessed to the people, and I was invited 
to preach on Thursdays following, but for several Thursdays was engaged 
to preach for our brother Mead, at N unhead. Our friends at Tottenham 
innted me again, and, after a few more Thursday evenings they gave me 
an invite, saying, it was their unanimous desire that I should supply for 
three months with a view to taking the oversight of the Church. I 
began to have an increasing love to the people, I felt I had their hearts, 
with me, that the Lord was helping me, and blessing them, and with cir
cumstances in connection with the Church at Leyton I saw the Lord's, 
hand in it. After I had supplied six Lord's-days, it was the unanimous 
request of the Church that I should remain with them, and, as far as we 
can judge, it is a union of heart and hand. So here I am, 

"A monument of grace, 
A siuner saved by blood; 

The streams of love I trace, 
Up to the fountain, God. 

And in His sacred bosom see, 
Eternal thoughts of love to me." 

80, St. George's-road, Leyton, E., 8th August, 1898. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

A WONDERFUL SALVATION. 

lf ANY a thrilling story has been told of hair-bre~th escapes fr~m 
1ll danger and death, and of noble heroism that has nsked everything 
in endeavouring to save the life or lives of others. 

I have read of a brave man who, many years ago, before the ~ire 
Brigade was organized and made efficient as it since has been, saw a burnmg 
house in Piccadilly and rescued from one of the top rooms an old lady 
and her companion when everyone else, firemen included, looked upon 
the case as hopeless altogether. The ceilings of the first and second 
floors had fallen, and the fire was running along the rafters of t~e floor 
above, while the flames were pouring out from nearly all_ the wmdows. 
But human life was at stake, and planting a ladder agamst the hou~e 
where the flames were least intense, and bidding the firemen play their 
water-hose upon 1,he ladder he ascended amid the cheers of the assembled 
crowd and reached the room where the two women, petrified with fear~ 
were awaiting what seemed to be their awful fate. 
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He caught the old lady up, and clambered back to the ladder, the 
other female looking at him with almost frenzied entreaty to save her 
too. With difficulty the brave man descended with his one burden, and 
then remembering his promise re-climbed the ladder when it seemed 
only madness to make the attempt, to find the other poor creature almost 
insensible and incapable of conducing in the least towards her own 
escape. By main force and almost superhuman effort the rescuer once 
more gained his ladder, and by God's good providence bore her safely 
down ; while the enthusiasm of the crowd broke forth towards the hero 
in gifts which they pressed upon him till his pockets and hands were 
filled with gold ; and the family of the rescued ladies bestowed a pension 
on him. He often afterwards told the story of his adventure, but always 
with humility and thankfulness. 

Another and necessarily a more disciplined deliverer was James 
Braidwood, who shewed such wonderful skill in organizing bands of 
efficient workers, as well as saving many lives by his own hands from 
devouring fire. At last, in the great conflagration in Tooley-street, 
nearly forty years ago, he was killed by a falling wall while trying to 
encourage his men, who were all devoted to their brave and kind-hearted 
leader. And in these two we get a faint shadow of One who saved others by 
dying, and who still lives though He was dead, and is alive for evermore. 

The noble stableman who saved the two ladies went to his work on 
the impulse of the moment-perhaps had he long considered, he would 
have drawn back from the terrible and dangerous work-and the brave 
chief of the Fire Brigade, though he risked his life, did not know that he 
should lose it in the exercise of his duty; but He who was and is em
phatically THE SAVIOUR planned His work of salvation long before, with 
the full knowledge of all that it involved ; He not only risked, but gm:e 
His life a sacrifice. 

" Jesus the Lord was born to die." And such a death in which all 
the bitterness of every kind of death was mingled, so that the prophet 
Isaiah wrote of it in the plural, Hrs DEATHS (Isa. liii. 9, margin). 

That " cup " which Jesus prayed might if possible pass from Him, was 
full of that most awful "mixture," the wrath of God against sin, but 
"That bitter cup, Love drank it up," drank it to the very dregs, and 
thus by His sorrows, pains, and death, He became the Author of eternal 
life and salvation to all that obey Him. 

But there is another side of this wonderful salvation. Jesus finished 
completely the work of redemption, He bore the curse, He died to save, 
and lives to keep His ransomed people, and yet they are all by nature .. the 
children of wrath even as others," all, so to speak, like the people in the 
burning house, are surrounded by the fires of sin and exposed to the danger 
of the wrath of God. For sin is compared to a fire which consumes the 
sinner with hatred, or malice, or vain and evil desires, and the anger of God 
against sin is also spoken of as a consuming fire and a devouring flame. 
And the Holy Spirit of God plucks or snatches His people as brands 
from the burning, quenches in them the love and power of sin, and 
reconciles and brings them near to their heavenly Father. 

Alas, how many a sinner is all unconscious of danger," While, Satan's 
blind slaves, they're sporting with death," like a poor lunatic who I 
heard of once, who in a burning building was gleefully rubbing his 
hands and saying, " Beautiful ! beautiful ! " as he watched the flames, 
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till rr,scued in spite of himself. So sometimes suddenly and with unso
licited mercy God delivers the sinner, pulling him out of the fire, and 
only after the deliverance revealing the real extent of the danger in 
which be bad been found ; but more generally under the Spirit's teaching 
the" prodigal comes to himself," sees and trembles at his exposed and 
helpless condition, and longs for the gracious and mighty arm and loving 
heart of Him who is able and willing to set the captive free and save him 
from eterna.l death. 

Dear reader, where are you ? In the danger and unconscious of it ? 
Or, realizing it and longing for help and salvation ? · Or, have you been 
~aved from the death of sin, and brought into the new life of righteousness? 

O. that we all may know and realize this wonderful salvation, and 
rejoice for ever in that eternal love which planned and will complete the 
full and everlasting safety of all who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY M.A. J. 

Rest.-Heb. iv. 9. 

THERE is something soothing in the very sound of the word rest· 
REST ! It falls upon the ears like sweet and gentle music. To the 

toil-worn pilgrim who is laboriously treading the rugged highway of life, 
beset at every turn by difficulties stern and unexpected, fears within and 
foes without ; the hope of rest beyond thrills the tired soul as no other 
thought can do. From the cradle to the grave, life is intensely real. It 
is intensely earnest. Is it not true that in youth we pursue the shadow 
with as much ardour and zeal that in after life we expend upon the 
substance ? At every stage are battles to be fought, and through grace 
victories are won. Wha(stern battle with self! Yes, and how frequently 
repeated. Within there are legions of foes to be conquered if the palm
branch of victory is to be triumphantly waved. What stern battles with 
temptations-temptations subtle, insinuating, and cunningly devised ; so 
that one feels literally overwhelmed by the rush of boisterous waves. In 
such times we cry out, "Lead me to the rock that is higher than I." It 
may almost appear that we must perish,and so we should, but for the hand 
which opens a way of escape. "It is not the will of My Frather that 
one of these little ones perish." 

What stern battles with hard and unyielding circumstances. What 
mysLeries are around us ! Who can map out his own course so as to pass 
by umouched by adverse circumstances ? Alas ! not one. " The lot is 
cast into the lap," and wriggle as we will we cannot wriggle out of it. We 
cannot bend our circumstances-they are irrevocable, unbending, 
unyielding. We win the victory over them by learning to rest in the 
Lord,-by calmly committing (rolling) our burden upon Him. · It would 
be unwise to attempt to go forth into the field of battle in our own 
strength. We only conquer as led forth by our Captain, and supported 
Ly the power of our covenant God. 

It often happens that tempests thicken auove our heads, storms 
gather around us, and great disappointment, keen, stinging, and bitter, 
attend us on every hand ; and yet we plod on step by step, we go from 
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1Jtr1Jn_gth ~ streng1th. uHt~!, ,'f~ appear if.).. Zi~n bef?re God. . True we have 
_our heart-""c~1, wearmes~., and unrest, ,and very, often we feel fitful, 
feveris~, ,1,1,nc'l exhausted. ' _Ih,such a condition we cry out, "Oh, that I 
hacl wi~gs Iiil:e' a do~e. then would I fly aw,ay and be at rest."' 
. Forget n<;>t, 0 ye tried pilgrims, the great heart of your infinite 

Fa~~fll'., ""s He looks down -upon the hurrying,_gri~ving, restless, surging 
tide. 1c;,f iWs redeemed should _tp.rob w,~h .tende_11TI,ess and pjty? . Is it 
st~ap.ge t~11,t, we .long)<n: r~~t, ; ev~n though it 90µ:ifl, by folding quiet 
haIJ.ds aboy,e a p-q,J.seles!\.~i;eas~ I·, T_here are h9ly moments when no grave 
'ie se~n, no "valley or· sh3;4,Q.~' ,Mf!!iPJ~, whe~ the eye of faith looks withip. 
the veil, when clear, beautiful, giorious vi_sions of perfect felicity and 
effulgent glory appear.so IJ.ear,, parted by the thin veil; in such moments 
we long with a longing · thiit is unutterable. On such seasons, the 
precious words of J esus...come with peculiar sweetness, " Where I am 
there shall ye be also." ···surely this is the crowning hope of the Christian 
faith, the very climax of ;tMi ~hi_ngs · ho~ for, the grand summit of 
subli~e~tppectati?Ill/· ;-r : 1 • . : : , . . _ _ _. . 

· REST. /$weet word, _welcome note of .9oncert pitch, by which the 
~ho~urW,'ells, . ·and the joy-bells merrily ring with their lovely peals. 
Res(ls· the word M each part of the delightful harmony of heav~;n-born 

· choristers. Welcome, sweet rest of heaven ! The tried·, afflicted saints are 
longing, waiting, pressing• Qnward toward_ the " heavenly hill " where 
flowers never fade, and ''before 'which all. earth's joys grow dim. Yes, 
with ardent intensity, the pilgr:im sighs ai:td fongs for home, sweet, blissful 
· home. ··· ·., .. ' ' ' · · 

We have heard of the' great joy of the mariner as the sound of "land 
·ahead" has fell upon his ears, and how he leaps across deck to catch a 
glimpse of the land of · his fathers. So with the pilgrim sitting in the 
bower of love in the land of Beulah'catching a dim sight of the glorious 
paradise where his loved ones are gone, his dearest ones dwell, how 
welcome to such, when the heavenly_ Messenger comes and gently, 0 so 
gently touches him and says, "The Master is come and calleth for thee." 
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, the great chan~e is complete, 
the old tabernacle put off, and all its belongings, all the sins, doubts, 
fears, tears, trials, sorrows and pains gone, for ever gone, the cross laid 
down, the crown put on, the journey over, the rest reached. Oh, ransomed 
soul, stay one moment before thou takest up thy harp, one moment 
before thou sittest down. Lift up thine eyes, 0 happy, glorified one, there 
stands the great white throne, before it the sea of glass clear 3S crystal, 
emblem of purity. It is not the throne nor the sea. There stands the 
Lamb between the "golden candlesticks, clothed with a garment Jown to 
the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle." Uaze, oh 
ransomed soul, in silence upon thy glorious Redeemer, " Ri~ head and 
hairs white like wool, as white as snow (immaculate purity), and His 
eyes as a flame of fire ; and His feet like unto fine brass " (gold combined 
with silver, steel, and bronze). Listen at the sound of His voice ; it is 
the voice once heard at the grave-side of His friend ; the same voice was 
h,eard from the cross, th.at same voice spoke peace and pardon to thy 
soul. Dost thou not recognise that sweet, tender tone of matchless love ? 
It surely is the voice of my Beloved ! It is the same voice that I have 
heard in my trials,, in the night seasons, saying in such accents of infinite 
pity, sympathy and love, " It is I, be not afraid." 

T 
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Behold His power. "In His right hand seven stars, out of His 
mouth a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance as the sun shining 
in his strength." Wilt thou not do as the beloved John, fall at His 
feet, so that His hand may touch thee, the power of . that gentle touch 
shall bring thee to thy feet; then thou, 0 blood-bought, Spirit-taught 
soul, shah:, hear from the Lord's anointed, "I am Be that liveth, and 
was dee.d; and behold, I am alive for evermore. Amen." This then is 
rest, h(m}e ! The blest abode! What art thou doing, soul ? I am 
casting my crown at His blessed adorable feet! To Him be glory, 
honour, power, and blessing, for ever and ever. 

"Alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King." 

ELECTION. 

IN studying God's most precious word of truth we do well always to 
remember that we are treading upon holy ground, that. although all 

Scripture is given by inspiration of God, &c., we should be very care.fol how 
we deal therewith. Two reasons may be given for exercismg this.care. 
First, lest we should sin against the Author. Second, that in· our study 
it may, through the blessing of the Holy Ghost, be made profitable anil 
helpful to us and also to others. · · , ' 

There is indeed no subject in all the Holy Bible treated more largeiy 
upon than the doctrine of election; its glories shine on almost.every:·page 
with the great love of the infinite heart of · God. Such being the cas~, 
it is a cause of some wonderment at least, that this glorious doctrine is 
not received amongst all professing Christians. This question may be 
answered as follows. It takes away all creature merit in regard to 
salvation, and makes one feel that, 

"There's nothing in me that can merit esteem, 
Or give the Creator delight." 

Naturally, man (and especially in refined society, if indeed there is 
such a thing apart from di vine grace) refuses to believe that he is defiled 
by sin, and thereby incapacitated to do anything to bring about in some 
degree a state of restoration, and so obtain God's favour. The Apostle 
tells us in Rom. iii. :20 this is impossible. 

If the law-established Church had followed her Creed and adhered 
closely to her Articles of Faith, she would have been much pure than we 
find her to-day. That she should teach this doctrine is fully proven in 
her Articles X. and XVII. 

In the old W aldensian Cree:l may be found this article (I quote upon 
good authority):-

" Ti:tat God saves from corruption and damnation those whom He has chosen 
from the foundation of the world, not for any disposition, faith, or holiness 
that He foresaw in them, but of His mere mercy in Christ Jesus, His Son, 
passing by all the rest according to the irreprehensible reason of His own 
free will and justice." 

Be it remembered that this came from these believers in the midst of 
the burning heat of persecution, This goes to prove that the doctrine 
of election is no modern theory, but a grand old Bible truth, the grace 
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-of which enabled many a martyr to suffer for the truth's sake. Clinging 
-to this blessed truth, we look backward and see one after another, nay, a 
whole company rising up, so to speak, to greet us, who have been faithful 
.and valiant soldiers of the cross of Christ, and some of these are fragrant 
i,i our memories still, but above and beyond all these we have the 
testimony of the Holy Ghost and the witness of the eternal Spirit. Does 

. any say the age in which we live is more enlightened, and that we are 
further advanced? Then such must mean that we are in this age 

. -further plunged int,,o sin, and more advanced in wickedness. Surely, this 
is degeneration. '.then remember worldly adva~cement does not mean a 
growth in grace, Of a deeper knowledge of divine things, nor under
standing the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven (1 Cor. i. 24, also 1 
-Oor. iii. 19). 

From an old Baptist confession nearly 300 years old is quoted the 
following:-" By the decree of God, for the manifestation of .His glory, 
:SOme men and angels are predestinated to eternal life through Jesus 
Chris~, to the praise of His glorious grace : others being left to act in 
their sin to their just condtlmnation, to the praise of His glorious justice. 
These angels and men thus predestinated and foreordained, are particu
larly and unchangeably designed and their number so certain and 
definite, ~hat it cannot be either decreased or diminished. , Those of 
mankind that are predestinated to life, God, before the foundation of 

. the world was laid, accorq.ing .to His eternal and immutal:>le purpose, and 
the secret counsel and good pleasure of His will, bath chosen in Christ 
unto everlasting glory, out of His mere free grace and love, without any 
,other thing in the .. creature as a condition or cause moving Him there
unto." 

As for these human authorities, good as they may be, we place not 
. -our faith for one moment upon them, but adopt the language of an old 
-divine who said, '' I care not a rush for them. I care not what they 
,say pro. or con as to this doctrine, the best of all is, God is with us." Our 
motto in connection with all doctrine and teaching must ever be, "What 
saith the Scriptures ? " Did not Christ and 1::1.is apostles call believers 
the" elect?" We must therefore believe they were elected, otherwise 
-there could be no meaning in the words u~ed. Ree Christ's own words 
when He foretold the destruction of the temple (Matt. xxiv. 24; see alw 
Mark xiii. 22, 27; also Luke xviii. 7 ; John xv. Iii ; Acts xiii. 4~). 
·Other passages might be cited to pr.Jve this trnth, but I forbear, the 
number being legion. ElP.ction, then, is not a transient act of divine 
power, or a spasmodic act of the divine will, but an immanent act of 
divine wisdom, power, and love, and therefore eternal. This act being 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father (see 1 Peter i. 2, also 
ii. 9) is a manifestation of divine love, made known to us by the 
-effectual working of the Holy Ghost in regeneration, and is sure and 
irrevocable. This election is of grace, and is opposed to works as a 
means of obtaining salvation. This is also an election to holiness and 
bln.melessness (2 Thess. ii. 13). This clearly shows the folly and 
absurdity of charging the doctrine with having an evil tendency. No 
trut,h can have a tendency to evil, men may have declared themselves 
-elected.and chosen of God, and done evil with both hands. They have 
wickedly run into every unclean thing-, and charged their sin to God's 
decrees. Thanks be unto God, " We have not so learned Christ." 
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Grace cleanses the heart, and where there is a clean heart there wi:ll be 
clean hands also. "Shall we continue in sin that grace·may abound?'' 
said the apostle. In embracing the truth, may we be saved from over
stepping it. The supreme cause of all holiness ·can never promote 
licentiousness, and as nothing in the chosen is the cause of theit- election, 
so nothing cail make the election void. An immoral professor may 
believe the doctrine in his head, and contend for it warmly witli hjs 
tongnc, but fail to prove his interest in the grace it proclaims by his 
practice. Such profess to know God, but in works deny Him. Hart was 
right when he wrote:~ 

<'";" I 

"No mere words of ready ta.lker11, 
No dry doctrine will suffice, 

Contrite hearts and humble walkers, 
These are dear in Jesus' eyes." 

. The election are chosen in Christ Jesus to grace and 'glory, to be holy 
and ·acceptable·; Christ is the chosen . Read of His people; and they a11e 
"Chosen in Him. Hence it follows necessarily, ·that those who deny God1s 
ttee choice of His people, must also deny God's choice of Christ to lie 
their Saviour (see Rom. iii. 24, 25). What, therefore, :the Saviour is as 
the Head of His people, they become by being chosen in Him. Is 
()hrist's election absolute ? Then His people's must be so also. There is 
great blessedness· in this sweet and precious truth for the poor tried child of 
God, those only know its blessedness who have realised their acceptance 
in ·the Beloved. · ; 

Election is an interest that both requires and promotes great tender
ness, even . ., bowels of mercies"· (see Col. iii. 12-17); denying these 
things savours of the things which be of men, and not of God (Matt. xvi. 
23). 

Our interest in God's electing love, is made known to us, by the 
precious Gospel being applied with divine power to the soul (1 Thess. i. 
5 ), then there is no charge of guilt remaining against God's chosen ones 
(Rom. viii. 33). 
"Since thou hast my discharge procured, I Payment God cannot twice demand, 

And freely in my room endured, I First at my bleeding Surety"s hand, 
The curse and shame for me, And then again at mine." 

God has not chosen His people for their goodness, or for any good 
foreseen in them, but they are such as best suited to His sovereign end 
in choosing them (1 Cor. i. 27, 28). God's design is, and always has 
been to exalt Christ, to put to confusion His enemies, and bring His 
loved ones to glory, to the praise of the riches of His grace. Some call 
in question the justice of God in this act of Hi~, and ask for it to be 
proved. I answer, God's ways, works, &c., need no proving by us. His 
Word proves itself, an<l i.s beyond argument. While it is not unreason
able, it is far beyond mere reason. I think it was C. H. Spurgeon, who 
said, " When one sees any doctrine in the Word of God, there is then no 
more room for objection, you must not cavil against it, because you 
c:mnot i,ee the reasons why it is so, or the manner how it is so." Election 
does no one any wrong or injury, while unnumbered millions are eternally 
saved thereby.' We need not be surprised that all men are not chosen to 
eternal salYation and glory, the great surprise surely is, that He bas 
chosen any, and knowing that He h':U!, may our concern be to know if we 
are amongst them. 
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"Pause, my.~oul, and ask the question, 
Art thou ready to meet God, 

Art thou made a real Christian, 
We.shed in the Redeemer's blood? 

Have I union 
With the Church's living Head?" 

21;9 

. May God give us grace to cling with more tenacity to His precious 
Word and glorious Gospel, until He take us to Himself to behold His 
glory, so prays, . l\-L-1.RK E. GREEN. 

Wilton-square, New North-road, Islington, N. 

A SHORT MEDITATION ON NATHANAEL G~DER 
THE FIG TREE. 

BY GEO, BANKS, WILLENHALL. 

"When thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee."-John i. 48. 

NATHANAEL loved to commune with the Lord. His retirement 
from the gaze of the public eye to the secluded shade of the fig 

tree, for the purpose of holding fellow~hip with. heaven, was known and 
approved by Jesus. 

All those who are privileged to practise and enjoy such sweet 
devotion are truly -blessed. The children of God feel that they must 
commune with their Father. A recess from the world seems at times to 
be essential to their inward life ; they must pray in secret. They wonld 
faint if they did not drink of heaven's nectar. Dark indeed would be 
their life if the light of His countenance did not shine upon them. 
Hence, they desire to ascend the mount of Communion, where the first 
·rays of the Sun of Righteousness may shine uninterruptedly upon them. 
And, because the heart thus seeks love-tokens from the Beloved, the 
saint _is charmed to bear Him calling, •• Come, My beloved, let us go 
forth into the field ; let us lodge in the villages ; let us get up early to 
the vineyards ; let us see if the vine flourish, whether the tender grape 
appear, and the pomegranates bud forth ; there will I give thee My 
loves." · 

How refining and profitable to the soul are such cornmunings in the 
holy place ! When Moses, the man of God, descended the mount of 
the Lord, his face shone with the glory of that hallowed interview. The 
:favoured disciples, who· accompanied our Li.>rd when He was transfigured 
before them, could not help exclaiming : " It is good for us to be here." 
·The beloved John, when an exile in the Isle of Patmos, saw such visions 
of the ble,sed One that filled his soul with holy adoration. And all who 
are favoured to draw near to the Lord in spirit and in truth, are lifted 
into a state of hJly joy and pleasure. 

Dear reader, are you enjoying this holy privilege of fellowship ? Or, 
have you grown weary of coming thus to your Lord ? Have you for
gotten the path that leads to prayer? Have you supposed that your 
Lord has delayed to answer you ? Observe His words: "When thou 
wast ·under the fiO' tree, I saw thee." When driven into seclusion to 

· weep in the bittern~ss of your soul, He saw you. When in the time of 
perplexity, you cried," Lord, guide me, and show me what to do;" He 

• heard you, though you may have doubted it. When your purposes and 
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R.ction.s were misunderstood by others, and you went and wept before the
Lord, surely He saw you ; and He will bind up the broken heart. He 
gives His promise tme; you shall not be forgotten. He careth for you. 
He may try your faith, but He will not disappoint it. Look up, for 
Jesus draweth nigli t.o thee. Behold, He comes t.o bless. By prayer 
thou hast prevailed. " For the sighing of the needy, now will I arise,. 
saith the Lord." 

"The calm retreat, the silent shade, 
With prayer and praise agree; 

And seem by Thy sweet bounty made 
For those who follow Thee. 

There, if Thy Spirit touch the soul, 
And grace her mean abode, 

Oh. with·what peace, and joy, and love, 
She communes with her Lord. 

There, like the nightingale·, she pours 
Her solitary lays ; 

Nor asks a. witness of her song, 
Nor thirsts for humqn praise." 

THE QUESTIONS OF THE BIBLE. 
I.-" WHERE ART THOU 1" (Gen. iii. 9). 

THE question is addressed to Adam, though he was not the origina~ 
sinner, but God held him responsible as the head of his household. 

The sin had been committed by Eve, deceived by the serpent, and 
Adam had voluntarily and deliberately stooped to share her sin, and 
shame, and misery, thereby becoming a faint type of the Lord Jesus. 
Christ, who stooped from heaven to share His Church's misery, and to-
bear her sin. · 

The immediate effect of their sin was that the guilty couple hid 
themselves. That is always the case with conscious sinners; they hide· 
themselves behind all sorts of subterfuges and excuses, but God seeks 
them out. He sought Adam out ; His voice rang through the garden, 
""There art thou 1" Notice, it was the individual God was seeking; 
so it is now, God seeks one here and one there and brings them· out 
from among the crowd. 

Is it not a wonderful thing that God should seek at all 1 He was
under no moral obligation to do so ; nay, rather, He was justified in 
destroying fallen man. But of His great love, He came into the· 
garden, crying, "Where art thou 1" Adam, in his condition, would 
never have sought God out. He hid himself; tried to get out of God's 
sight, but God sought him, and, thanks be to His name, He has gone 
011 seeking ever since. We should never have sought Him out if He 
ha.cl not come for us. "We love Him because He first loved us." Jesus 
came "to seek and to save that which was lost." 

It is a comforting thought to me that, in this case, God came out 
in mercy before He came out in judgment. See, He condescends to 
question Adam. and all his poor excuses are burnt up in God's holy 
presence, and then, what happened 1 God flung away their wretched 
fig-leaves, and clothed them with skins. In order to effect this, God 
must have shed blood. So, right away in Eden, our first parents 
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were _sheltered under the blood. Does it not show the love of .God 1 
Again,_ God clot_hed them, even as now He flings away our miserable 
~ags.~f self-rightepusness, and clothes us with the perf?ct righteommess 
of Fhs own dear Son. But to return to the question, " Where art 
thou 1" Let me press this question home. Imagine three platforms 
one above the other, and see which one you are standing on. I am 
only going to mention the two upper ones, the lower being so intimately 
connected with the second. This platform I will call the platform of 
Salvation. My friend, where art thou 1 Are you on the platform of 
salvation 1 or down below among the unsaved 1 
_ There are many,_ who would like to be on the platform of salvation. 
To, all such, I here, yet not I, but God, proclaims the way. Christ 
says," I am the Way." Poor sin-sick soul, striving to obtain forgive
ness, and to be eased of that load of sin, He is the Way, He died that 
you might .. go.f-ree, He suffered and bore God's wrath for you and there 
is salvation with_ God. Give up your attempts to mount to the plat
form of salvation, don·t try to keep good resolutions any longer, but 
just let God_ carry you there. There is no one on this earth, who has 
eve1· been or will be on that platform that ~ot there themselves ; no, 
it was God who brought them to it, and He brought them through the 
blood. And all ye, who are not upon the platform of salvation, beware, 
your eternal destiny hangs in the balance, for there is no hope for any 
who have not reached that platform. My top platform is that of 
service, and it is only _reached through salvation and only again by God's 
guidance. Christian, where art thou 1 Are you baptized 1 Yes. Are 
you a Church member7 Yes. Are you serving the Lord 1 Perhaps 
you are doubtful about answering. Let me tell you just two things 
about this serviee. First, it is -the greatest honour that can fall to 
man-g1·eater far :than success in business, or than success in society, 
greater than being mentioned in despatches, or than receiving titles, 
greater than obtaining M.P., or B.A. after one's name, is this honour of 
being used in the King of heaven's service. Think how wonderful that 
'God, the Almighty, with all the powers of nature at His command, 
should yet use a mere man in His greatest service-the winning of 
souls to Himself. If you have not yet tasted the sweets of service, 
just get down on your knees and tell the Lord you love Him and want 
to he useful in His service. 

Then the secret of service you will find in John xv. 4, " Abide ia 
Me." You cannot do anything except you are in close touch with your 
Redeemer. "Behold," He says, "I love you, just rest in Me, just live 
'in Me, just tell Me all about everything, give Me all your confidence, 
and I will use you in My service, and ' My yoke is easy and My 
burden light.' " 

Brethren and sisters, where are you 1 Are you on the salvation or 
the _service platform 1 Presently, the Lord will call you higher to the 
glory platform to be with Him for ever. Be ye ready for that time. 
Again, I re-echo the question of Eden, "·where art thou 1" 

II.-" AM I Mv BROTHER'S KEEPER 1" (Gen. iv. 9). 

Cain and Abel, so far as can be gathered, were both brought up in 
the same way. Both were born out.'lide the garden, both ½new of the 
fall, and, we may be sure, Eve told them both of the promise that her 



THE EARTH~N VES'SEL 

s_eed should bruise the serpent's head. There is no indication of any 
difference in character till the pasRage under our observation is met 
with. If they had lived now, I s-g.ppose, we should have called them 
both respectable young men, and have received tbem into the Church. 
But all along, God could see a difference, which would only come out 
at the tiine of testing. See, they come up to worship God. Cain comes 
in his own way. bringing the fruits of the earth which God had cursed 
(Gen. iii. 17). Cain thought they looked very nice and delightful, and 
mark, they were the best he had and he had taken great pains in rear
ing them. Abel comes in God's way, bringing a sacrificed lamb. Abel 
knew that the way to God was through t11e blood, and he, by shedding 
the blood of the lamb, showed to God that he was· sinful and needed a 
substitute to bear his sin, and so his lamb pointed on'•to the" Lamb, 
which taketh away the sin of the wi>'rld," who shed Hi's precious 'blood 
on Cah·ary. So it ever was, is now, and ever will b~. ·w, e must come 
to God sheltering under• the blood; there is no other way; many are 
trying to get to God by what they can do. . Like Cain, th~y put out 
their very best and take great pains with ·theit prayers, and Church 
sen·ices. and confessions and almsgiving, but 'God_ says, <t,Without 
shedding of biood is no remission.'' Then Cain's ev~.l heart wa'.s o,er
whelmed by its passions and he slew his brother. · See how one sin 
leads to another ; he approached God in the wrong way;· h_e committed 
murder ; then, to cover it, he told a lie and to his lie add'ed this fi'eice 
outburst of pride and anger against his Maker, "Am I .my ·brother's 
keeper?" It is a question I should )ike each one to ask himself or 
herself. God may have called you· to the privilege of _accepting 
responsibility for Him. How far·are you true to it 1 I should like to 
mention two sorts of responsibility. 

1. Direct responsibility. If you are engaged in the work of the 
Lord, you ha,•e a direct resp~nsibility to Him. I do not mean He 
will hold you responsible fc;ir the souls of those o,;er whom the 
responsibility extends, but He has accorded you a privileg,I!, and where 
there is privilege, there is always responsil:>ility. . 

First, in the home. Fathers and !ll<>thers, you are your chil~ren's 
keepers. Are you endeavouring to lead them to yo)lf,Saviour 1 Are 
you showing them by precept and example what it is to be a Christian 1 
po you live up to Eph. vi. 41 Are you so Christ-like in your homes 
_that your little ones may be attracted to the dear Redeemer 1 Oh I to 
_be sure, fathers and mothe1:s, if your children go wrong, you have not 
kept your responsibility ; you have left the Lord somewhere. I on,ce 
heard of a girl who was brought up in a Christian family, where the 
pastor visited every week, and yet no one had ever asked her abo_ut 
her soul till she was twenty years of age. There was so~ething wrong 
there. 

Sunday-school teachers, you are your scholars' keepers. You have 
the privilege of telling them of the love of a Redeemer, precious to your 
~c,uls, and tberA is a responsibility with you to tell them nothing but 
the truth, to watch over them with tender, ROlicitous care for any open
ing c,f their hearts towards God, to pray earnestly for ea.eh one. 

2. Indirect responsibility. Do not answer here in- Ca.in's proud 
word~ heea.use the responsiQ.ility does not press close home. :Pid. not 
~ aomi forget her responsibility in her backsiidden state, when she put 
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ob~ta;cle 11ft,er obstacle in Orpa'll's way 1 You, every one of you, who 
profess ·Christ, ha°"" indirect responsibilities. It has been truly said 
t.h8' the Christian's book is the Bible, but the world's book is Christians. 
My Christian friends, the world, the dying, perishing, lost world is 
watching you with e"'i::,o-er eyes. Will you pot stumbling-blocks in its 
way to hinder even one poor soul from finding your Saviour 1 He has 
privileged you to know Him and to be eased of your load of sin; will 
you eYen unintentionally block the way by indulging in some s't!Uish
ness of your own1 Hear the Lord's command, " Destroy not with thy 
meat (i.e., indulgence) him for whom Chri9tdied." I have heard of a. 
young ma.n, '\\•ho visited at a minister's house, where he was induced to 
drink a glass of wine. He died a drunkard. How far was the 
minister responsible 1 Oh ! my Christian friends ! there are weak ones 
around you, there are perishing ones around you ; for your dear 
Master's sake, recognise your responsibilities an.d abstain even from all 
appearance of evil, and do not, like prond Cain, fling back to God Hi3 
indignant question, "Am I my brother's kee'lP.r 1" 

BAPTISTS-WHAT ABOUT THEM? 
Serial Papers on Baptist History, Principles, Practices, Ohurches, 

and Men.-XXIII. 
BY SAMUEL BANKS. 

CHURCH OFFICERS. 

KEx:T to Church foundation and organization comes in regular sequence the 
subject of Christian 

CHURCH OFFICERS. 

For the perfecting of the saints, the work of the ministry, and the building 
u1, of the body of Christ, the Lord Jesus gave some apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers; we have also in the New 
Testament bishops, presbyters (or elders), and deacons. 

Diocesan episcopacy is unknown, the bishop (or overseer) being merely the 
pastor of the Church in his own town or city. 

The New TeRtament knows nothing of a priesthood in relation to the 
Christian ministry ; indeed, the whole spirit of the New Testament is opposed 
to it. The word '' priest" in relation to a Christian minister is not found till 
the second century of the Christian era, when Tertullian asked-•' Are not we 
laymen also priests?" Cyprian, who wrote in the third century, gave full 
expression to the sacerdotal doctrine. His method of attempted proof was to 
,1uote passages referring to the Jewish priesthood as applying to the Christian 
ministry, a line of argument which no scholar with a reputation to lose would 
endorse to-day. The Greek word for sacrificing priest is nevei· used 
in the Kew Testament to designate Christian bishops, presbyters, or elders. 
But the word is used in Acts xiv. 13 to denote the priest of Jupitei·, and in 
various places in the New Testament [e.g., Matt. xii. 4, Acts vi. 7] to denote 
.le,,:isl, priest,;. 

As the early Christian Church knew nothing of priests or priesthood, you 
ask, Whence came this doctrine and practice'into the professedly Christian 
Church ?-and the answer is not far to seek : the contemporary religions, 
Jewish and heathen, were saturated with it, and the lattei· is the source from 
which it was derfred. 

A watchword for Baptists,-Keep clear of Priests and Priestcraft, and 
e,·erything that has the slightest appearance of it or shows the least tendency 
that way! 

Of cour;;e, there is the purely spiritual sense iu which ALL believers are 
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made kings and priests unto God for ever-a kingdnm of prieRts, not a tribe 
or caste. A nry different IJ)&tter. 

THE APOS'fJ.ES ANO THE APOSTOLIC AG!!. 

"And He gave some apostles." So long as the ap@stles remained on earth 
they consulted each other and co-operatl'!d- for the general welware of the 
Church .as often and as much as possible. They exercised a certain authority in 
the Primitive-Church. The apostolate at first united in one all the nrious offices, 
which by degrees became detached. But the apostles were never the sole 
organs of inspiration, for the Holy Spirit was promised and granted to all tlie 
disciples and all on the Day of Pentecost were filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Home Christians not invested with the apostolic office had more influence, 
apparently, than the majority of the apostles (e.g., Stephen, Philip, and James). 
What, then, specially appertained unto an apostle and the apostolate ? Their 
number was twelve, supposed to be symbolic of the twelve tribes of the 
chosen people-an ideal representation of spirit·11al Israel,-answering 
spiritually to the twelve sons of Jacob. They clearly dn not repre11ent the 
priestly tribe,-but the TWELVE tribes, the people of God as a whole, the 
nucleus of the Church, made so by Jesus Christ Himself. They were the 
immediate witnesses of the Lord Jesus. This qualification of being a dfrect 
witness was that specially required by Peter when the place of Judas was to 
be filled. The apostles were pre-eminently the witnesses of Jesus Christ; for 
the speci&.l mission of this first generation of Christians was to preserve the 
lit-ing memo1-y of the Redeemer. The essential condition for taking rank 
among the twelve apostles was" to have been with the Lord Jesus all the time 
that He went in and out among them, beginning from the baptism by John, 
unto that same day that He was taken up from them." 

Just as the apostles were not alone or peculiar in the gift and reception of 
the Holy Spirit, so also they were not the only preachers, for the other Christians 
spoke as freely as they of the wonderful works of God. 

Furthermore, this primitive apostolate, founded upon personal contact with 
Jesus Christ, was not designed to be transmitted, was not transmitted, and 
could not be. To-day we may safely say that the dogma of "Apostolic 
Succession" in a technical or ecclesiastical sense, is an exploded myth. 

Next month (D.V.) we shall follow on with The" Apostleship of Paul," &c. 
"Sandlings," St. Mary Cray, August, 1898. 

THE LITTLE C.-\PTIVE MAID.-2 Kings v. 
IN Book of Kings we each may read, 

Of quite a little ma.id; 
Who during war with Israel's seed, 

Was a poor captive ma.id. 
A dreadful thing for one so small, 

And probably quite young; 
But Israel's God was in it all. 

And used her little tongue. 
It's probable because so clean. 

And humble, through God's fear, 
The captain thought she'll suit our 

I will detain her here. [Queen, 
Hence, 'tis we find the Word of Life 

Speaks of this little maid, 
As waiting on the captain's wife, 

As al•o what she said. 
"My loving mistress, what a thing 

(Pray, take me not amiss) 
That master, great, next to the king. 

Shonld have disease like this ! 
I often feel for him, and you, 

And would to God my lord 
Milrht to Jehovah's prophet go, 

Hie ftesh would be restored.'' 
And now to ahew her faith was good, 

The captain m•1St comply ; 
Must dip himaelf in Jordan's flood, 

And lose hi~ leprosy. 
Rowley Regis, Ju\1•, 1898. 

So young or old. if God you fear, 
And meet a leprous soul. 

One troubled well with sad despair. 
Of ever being whole-

(And though I doubt 'tis rather rare, 
In this our lifeless day ; 

To find such lepers anywhere, 
There may be such, who pray)-

Follow the little captive's faith, 
Say : " 0, I wish you could 

Attend to what our pastor saith 
Of Jesus' precious blood. 

It would your troubled heart relieve, 
And work sweet hope within; 

Yes. if you're favoured to believe. 
'Twonld cleanse you from your sin. 

Our irreat Elisha, fnll of grace, 
Triumphant o'er disease; 

Can without finger on the place, 
Speak perfect health and peace. 

And though our pride may rage and 
Like a disdainful llood. [swell, 

We shall Hi• sacred praises tell. 
When plunged beneath Hi• blood." 

Therefore, my friends, both young and 
Should you such lepers see; [old. 

Tell them this story we have told, 
Tell them Chri,t take, 110 fc.. 

A. DYE. 
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THE LATE MR. H. A. HUXHAl\L 
DY MR. E. BEECHE!l. 

To the Editor of the "E. V. tt G. H." 
?llY DEAR BR'.JTmm,-In availing myself of yom kind permission to supplement 
the short account given in your issue for February last, of the late Mr.· 
RiC"hard Ash Huxham, I may say on behalf of his dear aged widow, many 
friends, and myself, that we gratefully appreciate your kindness in allowing 
this to appear, and trust that our God will be glorified thereby, as His .grace 
as manifested in His dear servant is magnified. 
· My lirst personal acquaintance with him took place on the first Lord's-day 
in June, 187 4. an acquaintance that quickly ripened in the warmest realizations 
of Christian love and consequent fellowship. 

The record of his fourteen years pastorate at Totnes, Devon., is given 'in 
your February issue, but there is one thing connected with his ministry there 
that I think should be recorded to Jehovah's glory. The late· Mr. R. 'varde~; 
who was afterwards the pastor of the Church at Yeovil, and who was also 
well-known at the Surrey Tabernacle1 was, in the providence of God, brought 
to hear Mr. H., and Mr. V .'s own version of the circumstance· was," I went 
into the chapel a stiff-starched Pharisee, and came ·out a humbled sinne1'." He 
was Yery much blessed under Mr. H.'s ministry, and soon became an accept• 
able preacher, and was chosen and remained pastor at Yeovil until called up 
to higher service before the throne. · · · 

Mr. H. removed from Totnes to London, for a time ministering at Lever
street, from whence he removed to Borough Green, Kent, succeeding the late 
Mr. G. Wyard there about 1872. During the first two years of his ministry 
there a new Sunday-school-room and vestries were erected and paid for, many 
were added to the Church, and much prosperity was realised, love and unity 
abounded, splendid work was done in the Sunday-school, and Mr. and Mrs. H. 
made many wam1 and lasting friendships, and eternity only will rev.ea! the 
whole of his great usefulness there. Here I may insert a pe1'sonal reminiscence 
or two. I went to the chapel on the date above named in 1874 out of curiosity 
just to see·the place. Mv own condition then was·that of a quickened sinner, 
who had been trying to ·find pardon and· peace in my own way foi· fifteen 
years and had failed. Mr. H. was God's messenger to me that day and 
onwards. Instruction, light, peace, comfort, and joy followed each other in 
rapid succession, and made me-another being altogether. In ten months after 
our first meeting he baptized me, in another eleven months I was chosen 
deacon, and four months later he put me in his own. pulpit to try to preach 
the Gospel, which I have continued to do ever since. I shall never be able to 
tell the worth of his ministry to me, but am glad to bear my humble testimony 
thereto to the glory of God. · . . 

There was at that time a very young man .in the congregation, George 
Langford by name, who was removed to New Cross, and was baptized by the 
late Mr. J. S. Anderson, who b_ore glad testimony to Mr. H.'s usefulness to 
him at Borough Green, and who, I have heard, is now the honoured and useful 
pastor of a Baptist Church in America, so that at least three pastors (there 
may be more), have been brought out of the chains of Satan's service to serve 
publicly under the banner of the Lord Jesus Christ as the fruit of his ministry. 
'fo these may be added three other brethren (one.of. them a pastor), who are 
now preaching the same Gospel as thf fruit of my humble labours, resulting 
from the teaching received by me uni:ler the able ministry of Mr. H., and who 
shall tell how wide and far the benefit shall flow ? 

Mr. H.'s next pastorate was at Burgh-le-Marsh and Monksthorpe, where 
11e ministered very acceptably ; thence he returned to Chelmsford, then ~o 
Rattlesden, and to .Aldringham as reported in your February issue. Here his 
pastoral work ended, health and strength failed, and his much loved work <!f 
,preaching the Cloapel had to be relinquished, but "the Gospel bore his spirit 
up.'' and ihe Master did not leave His servant, but often visited and comforted 
!Jim, nntil He took him home. 
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l saw him but one~ ·after he-was obliged to give up preaching. 'That inter
vicw·cati be better imngined than described, but he blessed me in.his Master's 

I name, and bade. me God speed in a most affecting and not-to-.he-forgotten 
manner. , 

Mr. H. was not the acme -of perfection by any means, and none knew this 
· better than he, but by the grace of God, he was a very clear, useful, and in
struqtive minister of the Gospel, honoured by God in the experience of many 

'precidus· souls, who will be his." joy and crown of rejoicing in the presenoe of 
our Lord_ Jesus Christ at ~is coming," and now "he rests from his laboul18, 

' and. his works do follow lmn." 
"Methinks I see him now at Test, . 

In the bright mansion Love ordained; 
His head reclined on Jesus' breast, 

No more by sin or Rorrow pained." 

Ma.y'·our God raise up· many .more who shall be enabled to·_ declare as 
-clearly, faithf~lly, and lovingly, _the "whole counsel of God" in the •· Gospel 

· of our salvatiotC' · So prays, 
·Yours very sincerely, 

12, Clyde3dale-road,_ Notting-hill, W .. Augu_st 13th. 1898 . 
EBENEZER BEECHF.Ii) 

. THF · LATE MRS. WINGFIELD, OF GREAT STANMORE. 

MRS. E. WINGFIELD_ passed peace~ully into her eternal rest on July 9th, aged 
- 76 ye;trs. The departed was a cousin and very dear friend of the late saintly 
·Mn,. Sarah Brittain, l!-nd for nl\arly thirty years a very dear friend of tli.e 
writer's mother. . 

· When seventeen years of age she was con.vinced·of her state as a sinner 
among the Wesleyans, and, in great distress of soul, went to hear the late 
Mr. James Wells, under whose ministry the Lord set her soul at liberty. Sli.e 
was ever afterwards a great lover of the. doctrines of grace, and was for many 
years a member of the Surrey Tabernacle. 

She contended earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. Her 
greatest joy was in contemplation of the covenant ordered in all things and 
sure. She was deeply and choicely taught in spiritual things, and, though 
Qften_ tried, was a constant witness of God's never-failing grace. An extract 
from a letter which she wrote, nine years ago, on. the occasion of my de!).r 
father's death, will show her spiritual character :-

" My beloved Mrs. Kevan and endeared sister in the Gospel,-! scarcely know how to 
write; your loss has RO upset us. What a mercy you have something more than 
creature• to look to for comfort and consolation. With all our troubles our Father i, 
true to His promisP., 'As thy day thy strength shall be.' I do love the dear Lord's 
she.Us and wills. May you be enabled to cast all your care upon Him. for He ca.reth 
for you, and has promised your shoes shall be iron and brass. 'The mouutaius shall 
depart, and the hills be removed, but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither 
shall the covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.' 
May you be able to say as the psalmist did,' When my _heart is overwhelmed, lead 
me to the Rock that is higher than I.'" 

During her last illness, which was of eighteen months' duration, she was 
devotedly nursed by her dear niece, Miss Brittain, and she was brought into 
11uiet resignation to the Lorcl's will. As the closing scene drew near she was 
asked if she felt the everlasting arms underneath her, and she replied, "Yes," 
though not able to converse ; and thus she fell asleep in Jesus. 

Her body was interred 011 July 16th, in the quiet and picturesque church
yard of Great Stanmore, in the same grave as her loved friend Mrs. Brittain, 
whose funeral my dear father conducted fifteen years ago. A short sen·iee 
was held at the house, commenciug with the hymn, 

" Why do we mourn departed friends, 
Or shnke at death's alarms 1 

'Tis but the voice that Jesus sends, 
To call them to His nrms." 

Mr. F. W. Kevan read part of Psa. xe;., and ~Ir. Richards01! and Mr. Ebeuezer 
Welch engaged in pmyer. l\lr. Archibald Welsh. at the w1~h of. the deceased. 
conducted the service at the grave, and spoke from Rev. xiv. 13. Some wh,, 



278 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

are great in this wo1·ld's esteem, he said, receive much praise from men at 
their death. This is but a voice from earth. The apostle heard a voice from 
-heaven, saying,'' Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labQure, and 
their works do follow them." He spoke most affectionately of the ~parted 
one. of her great love of God's Word, and of her present blessedness as one 
who died in the Lord. 

May God comfort those who are left behind, and give us grace to witness 
a like good confession, to honour God in our walk and conv_ereation, and grow 
in the knowledge of those eternal verities she loved, that our death may be 
the death of the righteous and our last end like here. 

FRED. W. KEVAN. 

THE TRANSLA'l'ION OF MR. EDWARD PERCIVAL. 

THE translation of Edward Percival, aged 56 years, took place on July 2nd, 
1898. He was a humble and sincere follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
ever felt 

"He 'W&8 a poor sinner, and nothinsr at all, 
But Jesus Christ was All-and-all" 

Our brother had been very ill du~ing all ~ast 11ummer, but latterly felt 
much better, and enabled to follow his avocation (although very trying) till 
the day of his removal. On that day he finished work as usual, and was busy 
in his garden, when two of his daughters came home for their holidays. · They 
had scarcely been home half-an-hour when his wife, Jooking through the 
window, saw him fall to the ground; he was unconscious when she raised his 
head, and before they could get him indoors "he was not, for the Lord had 
taken him." A sad home-corning for his children, although they thanked the 
Lord for permitting them to see him again before he was taken. Sudden 
death was to him indeed sudden glory, for we rejoice that our dear brother 
had a good hope through faith. 

The writer had known him for some years, and blessed were some of the 
times spent together. The last talk we had was the last Sabbath but one he 
spent upon earth, when, as the outcome of a sermon we had listened to from 
the words, "For mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts" (Isa. vi.-5), 
while we were talking about seeing the King, and the visions He gave us of 
Himself whil<> we were here below, we little thought that he so soon would 
be called to see, with undimmed vision, "the King in His beauty," and to 
inhabit that land, which to him, then, was not very far off. 

Our brother was a strong believer in the doctrines of grace, and one who 
had the courage of his convictions, and was ever true to his principles, 
although there were times when he had not a full assurance of his acceptance 
in the Beloved. Yet, 

"His hope was built on nothing les!, 
Tb.an Jesn's blood and righteonsnes'!." 

And he knew that every feeble desire and thought for Christ was first 
implanted within him by the Holy Spirit, and He who had begun the good work 
in him would perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. It proved so to be, 
for even in his home for some time past, he cared to speak only of spiritual 
things. Uur loss is his gain. His dear wife bas lost a good husband, the 
children a good father, and many, a dear friend and brother; but we rejoice 
he is not de1.d, and the ties, that were in a moment severed, will be re-united, 
for be has only gone on before . 

.. A few more rolling suns at most, 
Will land us on fair c .. naan's coast." 

The funeral took place on the 6th inst., when several friends, and a number 
of liis follow-workmen, followed him to his last resting-place. The body was 
taken into the chapel, when Mr. G. Sparkes, of the Baptist Church, Cowes, 
rnad the Scriptures, and committed the bereaved wife and family into the 
li<mds of the covenant-keeping God. 
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• Mr. F. C. Holden, of " Elim" Church, Limehoullle1 London, "of which 
-deceased was a member," conducted the service at the grave. He began by 
reading Watts' hymn:-

" Why do we mollfti deJ)!lrtlng frieride, 
Or shake at death's alarms? 

'Tie but tlld,'t'ofele that .tesue eende, 
To call them t.o li'.ie anne." 

He then spoke a few word& eoneerning death, and after committing the body 
to the earth, in" s~re and0 cer1:ain hope of a glorious resurrect.ion," said there 
are four words w-hi~h eX'prees our thoughts and feelings on this solemu 
occasion:-

The fi:rlit is••.• Sorrow." We sorrow for the loss the bereaved wife and 
family has'_suetained; yet, "not as those who have no hope." 

Then there is "Sympathy." We are told to rejoice with them that do 
rej.oiee, and weep with those that weep. Some men think it childish to shed 
tears, but the Lord Jesus Himself showed His humanity by weeping at the 
_grave of Lazarus ; and some of us have come a long way to be here to-day to 
tihow our deep sympathy with the sorrowing ones. 

·'l'here was also" Submission "-submission to the will of God, for God is 
a Sovereign, and worketh according to the counsel of His own will, and we 
dare not say to Him, " What doeth Thou ? " or question His dealings with us. 

The last word is "Solicitation." We solicit from God for the dear wife 
that help, strength,·and support, which will enable her to bear this heavy 
trial ; and for the ,children grace, that they may be brought to know and 
follow their father's God ; and those of you who, we understand, are his 
~ellow-workmen, may you, through the mercy of God, be made fellow-citizens 
. with him in that brighter and better world above. 

On the following Sunday, Mr. F. C.-Holden ''improved the occasion "by 
preaching of Death, and the judgment to follow, from Heh. ix. 27, 28, showing 
Christ and His one offering of bearing the sius of many, as the only antidote 
of death, arid that by which alone we could stand in the day of judgment. 
·He concluded with the encouraging assurance, that unto them that look for 
Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation. The service 

·was deeply impressive, and many were moved to tears. H. GREENI~G. 
Cowes, 

Savoury Sayings· 
for Sensible Sinners 

, and Seeking Souls. 
By Ancient Authors and Modern Men. 

BEAUTY is truth, truth beauty.
Keast. 

LIVE as though life were earnest and 
life will be so.-1l:fereditli. 

WHAT we win by prayer we shall 
wear with oomfort.-Dodd, 

A MAN, like a watch, is to be valued 
for his manner of going.-W. Penn. 

THOU canst not live upon Christ, un
less thou art first in Christ.-Ro111aine. 

COVENANT love, precious blood, and 
distinguishing grace, are the glory of 
the Gospel and the chorus of heaven.
Irons. 

OBRIST is most merciful-most 
merciful to me. I do put my trust in 
Him, "You have a firm hold on Christ" 
said Mr. Gurney; he replied in a clear, 
-emphatic manner," Yes,,_ indeed, I have, 
unto eternal life."-~ir T. Powell 
JJua:ton. 

I SEE no one thing in all my past life 
upon which I can rest ; and am per
suaded of the daily and hourly necessity 
of trusting my soul in the hands of my 
Redeemer, All the glory must be given 
to Divine grace from first to last.-Dr, 
Carey. 

I HAVE no confidence in any good
ness OJ.' merit of my own; I place my 
whole trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I have beliend in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and He supports me now, I 
have finished my work; I long for my 
rest.-Rei·. Edwartl Bi,•knJtetli. 

THE world's a hive, 
From whence thou canst derive 

No good, but what thy soul's vexation 
But oase thou meet [brings: 

Some petty-petty-sweet, 
Each drop is ituarded with a thousand 

stings.-(luades. 
ALEXANDER, who is reported to have 

been an exoet,d,ingly swift runner, was 
once solicited to run in the Olympic 
Games, He answered, "I will, if kings 
are mine antagonists." Give me such a 
saint who will pursue nothing on earth 
unsuitable to his birth from heaven.
&eker. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR- PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

ORDIXATION OF MR. JOHN BAGE 
AT STOKE ASH. , 

JOHN BAGE's ordination meetings were 
held, as announced, on Thursday, July 
:?lst. The day was beautifully fine 
making Stoke Ash Baptist plaoe of 
worship. with its body-guard of tall 
trees, and its gathering friends, a 
pleasant pioture. And the close of the 
day proved to be as cheerful as the· 
beginning, for many felt how profitable 
and happy a season had been spent. 

We commenced at 11 with Psa. cxlvii 
One felt impressed by the number of 
ministers present: W. J. Styles, J. Box, 
E. Marsh, H. T. Chilvers (London), J. 
Easter. J. Hazelton, G. W. Fairhnrst, A. 
J. Ward, J. R. Debnam,.,A. J .. Dickerson, 
a.nd Green (Suffolk), .r., Debna.m, A. 
Bage (Birmingha.m), and . perha.ps 
others. In a. very different sense 
impressive. was the a.bsence of the latJ 
beloved pastor, Charles Hill, the illness 
of whose a.ged wife prevented his visit
ing the once fa.miliar spot, to see and' 
hear highly esteemed brethren in the 
ministry. Brother Ward read Ephes. i. 
Then came, "Hail, ye days of solemn 
meeting." After which brother Hazel
ton, onr Associa.tion Madera.tor for the· 
year, pra.yed, as wa.s fitting, seeing he 
so recently welcomed the new pastor of 
Stoke Ash into union with the Associa
tion. His supplications and thanks
givings comprehended the la.te, but now 
a.bsent and aged pastor, the young 
pastor present, all who love the Lord 
Jesus tra.ly, and many who do not. 
Anticipating an exposition of onr 
beloved Church principles, we next 
sang Newton's hymn:-

.. G Jorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of onr God:· 

which ever is to some of us, when sung 
to that one tune which was surely com
posed for it, like a breeze from off the 
face of the sea. Now came the event 
for which many were waiting, a 

STATEMENT OF THE NATURE OF A 
GOSPEL CHURCH, 

by Mr. W. J. Styles. His text was the 
familiar New Testament expression, 
" The Church of God which is at --," 
said the preacher. "It matters not 
where. Stoke Ash-anywhere." Some 
feared Mr. Styles wa.s not · at home, 
possibly not over well, or lacked, it may 
be, that liberty which every preacher 
covets : for there was little of that tell
ing vigour, in his sermon, which at 
times one sees and heare in his deliver
ance. Howbeit, with t.he Scriptura.lness 
and learned simplicity, which distin
guish him, our morning preacher un
folded the truth concerning Christ's 
Church. And how the present genera
tion needs the knowledge of this ! I 

noted some of the more striking 
se~te.nces: "In helping to happy 
rehg1on, he would deal with sound and 
hea[thy Church principles and life" 
"The Church is a creature of God as is 
a Christian." "God brings saved sinners 
~ogether int:o .one {llaoe ; and th.e truth 
1s a great hving hnk,. by whiQh livin2' 
souls are bound in unison and union" 
" Eve~,Y Ch11?llh is a 'l{ing'.s own' regi
ment. We were told with what obje9t 
C_t11~rches · are formed, "to manifest 
divine grace and truth, to the.·glory of 
God; to exhibit1 like Cleopatra's Needle 
what is in~cr1bed. upon it." . I can 
onl;v refer to the utterances b)' 
~h1ch · Episoopaliariism, Presbyterian
~sm, ~unti~gton!anism, and Wealeyan-
1s~, in their; pohty; were shewn to be 
w1tho~t Scr1ptura.l ground; whilst cul' 
own independent congregationalisgi 
was set forth as according to Apostolic 

. ord1:r, "The Church of Christ, whilst 
hav1~g no autho~ity_to make· laws, is \i. 
Pil!'ct1cal organization, workin$'. · and 
doing on evangelioal lines ; " a: wise and 
needful remark. Very useful also 
see~ed the two words resoecting Christ•; 
sp~c1al ordinances, Baptism, "·an 
epitome of the Gospel," and· the· Lord's 
S~pper, "the great rest-me:u." Then, 
"!Ith a reference to the Church's obliga
tions,. the se!mon ended; and after a 
most 1mpress1ve prayer by' the pastor1s 
b~o~h!lr, a Methodist minister, of 
Birmingham, the .meeting closed. 

~~eh, in a granary,. divided the 
Sp1r1t1111l repasts of the morning and 
afternoon, in a not undesirable way. 

At 2.30 we re-assembled to the sing• 
ing of Watts':- · · 

"How beauteous are their feet, 
Who stand on Zion's hill I" 

~d thus began a season full of bless• 
ing a~d po~er. but not easy to describe; 
espeo1ally 1s the one who now writes 
unable to give an adequate report of 
what took place. 
· Mr. Styles was requested to direct 

that part of the meeting in which both 
pastor and Church are expected to give 
some account of themselves. And, 
altho~gh,. throughout the. day, all 
eccles1ast1ca.l and sacerdotal ideas were 
~iscla.imed, the examination, so to speak, 
Just referred to, was conduoted in o. 
most solemn. reverent, and impressive 
manner. If I ma.y venture to state niy 
own feelings, I would sa.y that, when 
our dear friend rose to fulfil his kirid 
unde!taking, the spirit of liberty and 
unct10n came increasingly upon him, 
and with much sweetness and grace did 
he ask the young pastor to tell, "how 
God led him to be a Christian ? " remark· 
ing that a ministry without conversion 
is a sham. The required answer waR 
read, and, being satisfactory, the 
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-questioner now ea.id: •· God make!!' or 
men Christians, but not every Christian 
is me.de a minister ; tell ua how you 
came to be a minister." A seoond state
ment we.a read, though D'ot without 
difficulty ; for indeed, suoh were the 
feelings of the audience and of those on 
the platform, that two verses of an 
-experimental and Gospel hymn came as 
a positive relief. Thie so refreshingly 
-obtained, statements were made by 
deacon and pastor, shewing what the 
Lord has done in bringing the Church 
·and its chosen minister together. Hands 
were now joined, whilst the members 
present rose, signifying their acceptance 
of the young man as their Master's 
given servant. And, with prayer for 
lllessing to rest on all, the way was clear 
tfor 

Mr. Box, of Soho. to give bis charge. 
.No charge was forthcoming1 but in its 
place, with 1 These. ii. 4, as its be.sis. an 
address was given, which the one specific 
hearer received as wise, tender, Christ
like, and fatherly. He heard that the 
Divine Lord had made him a " Trustee 
of the Gospel," and certainly he .felt 
·that that afternoon's meeting, though 
it had lasted through two and a-half of 
•the most trying hours of his life, would 
make his ministry, by God's blessing, 
. all the brigh~er and better. 

After tea the looked-for incident was 
.a sermon from Stoke Ash's cheery and 
ever-welcome friend, 

E. Marsh, of Stratford. We could 
have wished our congregation larger, as 
at all the meetings of the day. Doubt
less the season detained many from 
_joining a company which, notwith
standing_ adverse circumstances, was 
good. We found our sanctuary to re
semble the heaven of which our fathers 
spake so familiarly, and to contain some 
we did not expect, and to lack many we 
did expect to see. From 1 Cor. vi. 19, 
·20, the Church and congregation got 
their "charge." Our brother deserved 
our sympathy, for a long day was 
·rapidly closing and tb,rnight, a country 
night, coming on. But vigour and 
brightness are continual companions of 
our Stratford friend, and we listened 
whilst be enforced his text, quoted 
from the gracious letters of Charles 
Hill, emphasised Rom. xii. as the Holy 
·Spirit's charge to the whole Church, 
admonished the people to present not 
only public, but private prayer for the 
pastor, and otherwise endeavoured to 
seal the utterances and exercises of the 

·day by expounding the truths of his 
s:i.bjeot, 

Altogether the occasion was one of 
blessing and success. With Him who 

·save~, call9, equips, and rewards, let it 
rest: all glory be His, for ever. 

I am, yours in the Go~oel, 
YAXLEY. 

Yaxley, Eye, Rulfolk. 

RECOGNITION OF :MR. SAMUEL 
J. TAYLOR AS PASTOR OF 
"EBEN .EZER" CHURCH, ILFORD, 
JULY 12TH, 1898. 

FOR sixty-two years the Strict Baptist 
cause at Ilford has been very graciously 
sustained, notwithstanding its many up 
and down hill experiences. Especially 
low was it fifteen years ago, when the 
decision was come to to close the doors ; 
the last Sunday for services even being 
announced. Then the saddened deacon 
and one or two more felt they could not, 
and were constrained to still keep on 
and hope on. This latter decision was 
the Lord's will, for He bad fore-ordained 
that the captivity should end and that 
in 1898 His blessing in showers should 
descend upon part of His flock at llford. 
Hence, July 12th was felt to be an 
auspicious day, both as regards the 
excellent weather and the occasion, 

THE RECOGNITION OF THE FIRST 
PASTOR OF "EBENEZER," ILFORD, 
Many well-known ministers and friends, 
some from a great distance, were present 
in love and sympathy ; such as 
President T. Jones, Ex-President E. 
White, 1!'. C. Holden, R. E. Sears, E. 
Marsh, J. H. Lynn, J. Box, J. Copeland. 
W. Chisnall, A . .E. Tettmar, H. E. Bird, 
and others . 

These favoured services were held in 
the Baptist Chapel, High-street ( Rev. J . 
Parker), kindly lent to us for the 
occasion. At two o'clock a prayer meet
ing for half-an-hour, presided over by 
Mr. E. Marsh, was held in the little 
chapel, to link it with the day's 
rejoicings. At 2.30 the afternoon meet
ing, presided over by Mr. E. Marsh, of 
Stratford, was commenced by a very 
goodly gathering singing X o. -! hymn 
of Ba.nks & Son's sheet of Recognition 
Hymns. 

Mr. R. E. Sears read Psalms cxlv. and 
cxvii. and offered prayer. 

The chairman spoke of the pastoral 
office as being an institution ordained 
and sustained by God in the Church of 
Christ, and that the Church at Ilford 
was to-day to recognize puhliclJ this 
goodness of God. 

Brother Holden, in stating the nature 
of a Gospel Church. said the Church of 
Christ must be a ,'JJiritual Church, not 
a. national or natural organization. Only 
those who are regenerated and 
quickened into newness of life belong 
to the Church of Jesus Christ. They 
were not only believers, but were com
manded to be ba.ptized by immersion 
before they were received into the 
Church or sat at the Lord's table. Our 
brother then expounded most clearly 
and kindly Acts ii. 41, 42. The pastor 
here stated his call by grace, &c., which 
will be given later on. 

Brother G. W. Faunch, senior deacon, 
related the leadings of Providence in 
the selection of their pastor, which be 
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did by fully endorsing the full and clear unanimously invited our brother Taylor 
statement they had just listened to by in April laet to accept the pastorate in 
our brother Taylor. and expressed his hope and expectation that the L~rd 
own mind satisfied as to this thing being would be pleased, in view of the rapid
of the Lord. For thirty-two years he growth of the neighbourhood, and our 
had been connected with the cause, and prospective new place of worship, to 
throuJ;"h removals and deaths the mem- bless the labours of our brother to the 
bersh1p and congregation had declined pulling down of the strongholds of sin 
considerably. Many timeR we felt it and Satan, and the building up and 
must be closed. but being H;s cause, He establishing of His saints in t.beir most 
led us to hope for brighter days. holy faith. Our brother, we firmly 
P,n·tly by our own experience and believe1 by the will of God, accepted the
partly by the special attention drawn invitation, of which this day's services 
to the subject of pastors and supplies in are the happy result. 
the E. V. & G. H. some two or three The chairman being satisfied with 
years ago, wherein the &dvantag-ea of these statements called upon the mem
posseaaing a pastor, where practicable, hers of the Ilford Church to ratify 
were pointed out, we were led to beseech publicly their choice by rising, after 
the Lord to send us an under-shepherd, which brother J, Copeland united the 
though we could not entirely support hands of brother W. G. Faunch and, 
one. Our brother Taylor came in brother S. J. Taylor, and declared the union of 
Gardner's place one Sabbath and was so pastor and people. 
acceptable that we were desirous of Brother E. White offered the Ordina
hearing him again. Accordingly tion prayer, being 80 much helped as. 
arrangements were made for him to for his supplication to be a source of 
come once a month during the first six oomfort to many hearts. Tea followed 
months of last year, which resulted in to which 120 sat down. 
a slight increase of attendance, 
especially when brother Taylor was The evening meeting, still more· 
with us. This was followed by an in- largely attended, was presided over by 
vitation to him to come for three Mr. John Box, of Soho, Mr. T. Jones 
months. which he accepted, a.nd during read a suitable portion of Scripture,. 
tha.t time the Lord was pleased to 80 and Mr. G. Crouch, of Gumey-road, 
bless his ministry to the hearts and sought thtl Divine blessing. after which· 
souls of the hearers that our hearts be- the chairman delivered a· forcible ad· 
came knit together as the heart of one dress, which gave the right tone to the
man. and we were constrained to ask meeting. Mr. Ebenezer Marsh then 
him to accept a six months' invitation ascended the pulpit, and gave the 
with a view to the pastorate. Our charge to the pastor from 2 Tim. ii. 3,. 
brother consented, commencing bis "Thou, therefore, endure hardness as a 
labours on the first Lord's-day in good soldier of Jesus Chl-ist." 
January last. Our position as a Mr. J. H. Lynn then gave the charge· 
Church financially for years had to the Church. He felt that he had 
been low, and a deficit in funds more received a fresh call to the service of 
or less had existed, and ea.meetly his Lord after such inspiring words 
desiring some evidence from the Lord uttered by brother Marsh. Our brother 
that we were acting under His leading, Lynn then exhorted the Church to be at 
we besought Him to give us. as a nroof peace amonir themselves, to hold up 
of His approbation, some prosperity in their pastor's hands, each to render· 
Providence as well as grace. The such holy service as he could in the 
treasurer decided to clear the large Master's vineyard, and especially 
deficit, and we asked the Lord to enable exhorting them to the study of Ephes. 
us to meet expenses in the future with- iv. 15, 16. 
out getting into debt. This, we are Mr Chisnall spoke from Prov. 
thankful to say, He ha.s not only done, xviii.10. 
but has given us a.t the present time a. Mr. White from Gen. xli. 38, Mr. 
small balance in ha.nd. which ha.s not Copeland from Matt. xxviii. 20. J!,-!r. 
been the case for yea.re.' Another desire A. B. Tettmar also added his testimony 
of our bee.rte was tha.t the Lord would of thankfulness for God's goodness in. 
mercifully grant uR signs following the sending to the Church a pastor. 
ministry of the Word. This ha.s also A collection was ta.ken, which, with 
been granted; for although we a.re not the afternoon's, a.mounted to £7 14s. 3d. 
able to sa.y tha.t any actual conversions (this, a.fter certain expenses were 
h:i.ve ta.ken place. or additions made to deducted, was given to the pastor). 
the Church, yet we have had repeated Brother G. S. Fa.unch ably presided at 
and unmista.ka.ble testimony frorn both the organ, as well a.s superintending all 
members and friends of the blessing- of a.rra.ngements. 
the Lord having- attended the Word Votes of tha.nks to the ladies and 
preached by our brother. This being friends of the Baptist chapel for their 
the ca.se, the Church, after careful I unusual kindness was unanimously 
consideration, and. we trust, earnest adopted. 
prayer to the Lord for guide.nee S. J. TAYLOR. 
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HERTFORD.-On Monday, August I, 
the children attending the Sunday• 
~chool attached to the Ebenezer Baptist 
Chapel, llertford, were taken to Burn• 
ham Green for their annual treat. The 
party, which numbered close upon IW, 
were driven to the rendezvous via 
Tewin, andJ arrived at their destina• 
tion, were neartily welcomed by Mr. 
Franklin. The children spent a very 
happy time in various amusements and 
were regaled with a bountiful spread at 
tea-time. Before leaving, cheers were 
given for 1111 who had contributed to 
the success of the outing, and the return 
journey was made via Bram.field, Hert• 
ford being reached II few minutes 
before nine. Conveyances were kindly 
lent by Messrs. G. Garratt, F. Topham, 
E. Ilott, W, J, Brickwell, and J. Cox.
Local Paper. 

RICHMOND.-Very happy gather
ins-s were found a.t the anniversary of 
this Church a.t Salem, Richmond, on 
July 31st and August 1st. On the 
former day brother E. Langford 
preached to II small company in the 
moming and to a. larger congregation 
in the evening, and was evidently quite 
at home in the work. On Monday 
brethren Thos. Jones and E. Mitchell 
preached, the former in the afternoon 
to a good gathering from Psa. cxlv. 11, 
testifying of the exceedingly glorious 
kingdom of Christ, its subjects, the 
means used for carrying it on, its laws, 
its splendour and its stability, with the 
experience of one who has well studied 
the subject; the latter to a still better 
gathering from Rom. viii. 34, which was 
considered as "a bold challenlfe," and 
"the firm foundation on which 1t rests," 
and was listened to with pleasure and 
attention. About 80 friends took tea. 
between the services. 

OCCOLD, SUFFOLK.-On July 17th 
we were favoured to hold our Sunday
school anniversary, which is generally 
regarded a.s perhaps our highest day in 
the year. Nor were we disappointed, 
for the Lord favoured us with fine and 
suitable weather. Mr. R. C. Bardens, of 
Ipswich, was the preacher, and was 
enabled to preach three good, hearty 
sermons, which were much appreciated. 
Special hymns were sung by teachers 
and children. Brother L. Look once 
again took the leading part in the 
singing . .Mr, G. Bosworth ably presided 
at the or~a.n. Congregations were 
good, espec1a.lly in the afternoon and 
evening ; it was with difficulty that 
they were seated. Collections better 
than they have been for some years 
past, thus we heartily thank all friends 
that kindly came and helped to carry 
on this good work. Our annual school 
treat was held on Bank Holiday, the 
weather again being a.11 that could be 

desired. The children had their tea at 
four o'clock, after which about fifty 
teachers and friends sat down to a 
social onp of tea, kindly provided by 
our sister Ling in the open air. Then 
we all repaired to a meadow kindly lent 
by Mr. W. Last, and mingled with the 
children in the usual recreations. An
other happy day wae brought to II close 
by singing the doxology. Moreover, we 
hope the Lord bas not in other respects 
forsaken us, as we were favoured to 
have our baptismal pool opened on 
Lord's-day, August 7th, when our 
pastor, Mr. S. Haddock, bad the plea
sure of baptizing three young candi
dates, one being bis son and one a. 
Sunday-school teacher. After singing 
and a. short prayer by the pastor, this 
profitable service was bro:ight to a 
close.-E. B. 

EGHAM (EBF.NEZER). -The fifth 
anniversary services were held on 
Thursday, July 14th. A goodly number 
of friends from various Churches 
favoured us with their presence and 
liberally contributed towards the re
duction of our chapel debt. The after
noon service commenced by our friend 
and brother, Mr. T. Carr, announcing 
Hymn 65 (Gadsby's selection). Brother 
J. Box, of Soho, was graciously helped 
to deliver a. weighty and profitable 
sermon from J er. xv. 12, "Shall iron 
break the northern iron and the steel ! '' 
Many were led to rejoice in the great 
truth, "The Christian sha.11 hold on his 
way,'' because greater is He that is in 
you than he that is in the world (1 
John iv. 4). Mr. John Piggott kindly 
presided at the evening service, and 
oa.lled upon brother A. Jeffs, of 
Hounslow, to supplicate the Lord's 
presence and blessing. The chairman 
read a. portion of Dan. vii., also Luke i. 
33, " Of His kingdom there shall be no 
end." Some excellent, faithful and 
encouraging remarks were made touch
ing Christ and His kingdom; although 
earthly states fall, "His kingdom is 
a.n everlasting kingdom." Appropriate, 
Christ-exalting, and spiritual addresses 
were delivered by our dear brethren. 
Messrs. T. Carr, Willis (of Colnbrook), 
and J. Box (of Soho); Mr. Carr from 
Psa.. cxlv. 3, "Great is the Lord, and 
greatly to be praised'' (Dent. mii. :n 
"Ascribe ye greatness unto our God;·• 
Mr. Willis from Josh. xxiii. H, "Xot 
one thing ha.th failed of a.II the good 
things which the Lord your God spa.ke 
concerning you; all a.re come to pass 
unto yon, and not one thing ha.th failed 
thereof;'' Mr. J. Box from Isa. !xvi. 
12, "I will extend peace to her as a 
river," and "Jesus, the Prince of 
Pea.oe." The collections a.mounted to 
£11. Mr. J. Bonney was prevented from 
being with us a.s arranged, but he 
kindly sent us a. cheque for collection. 
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Theee enjoyable servioeG ended by sing
ing the well-known hymn, "All ha.ii 
the power of Jesn's ne.me." We have 
a.gain ce.use to raise another Ebl>nezer
'' Ilitherto ha.th theLordhelped."-P.H. 

IPSWIC'H.-On Sunday, July 17, we 
held the e.nniversary services in con
nl'ction with Bethesda Snnday-echool, 
and were graciously blessed by having 
the Master's r,resence. Onr brother 
Chilvers, of Keppel-atreet, preached 
two sermons and gave an address to the 
scholars in the afternoon. The chapel 
was pa.eked to its utmost capacity, the 
f,.iends gree.tly enconra,ring us by their 
presence. In the morning Mr. Chilvers 
took as bis text Psa. xxxv., and the 
latter part of ver. :i. He preached an 
er:conraging and helpful sermon, and 
we pray that God's blessing may rest 
upon the se.me. In the afternoon 
se,•eral scholars gave recitations and 
dialos-nes, which they had been taught 
by Miss J, E. Farrow. Afterwards Mr. 
,Chilvers gave an address from the 
words. "Take us the foxes, the little 
foxes that spoil the vines." Special 
hymns and anthems were sung by the 
children, which they had been ably 
ta.ug-ht by Mr. Oliver, assisted by the 
choir. Miss Harris presiding at the 
org-an. In the evening Mr. Chilvers 
took as his text I John i., and the latter 
part of ver. 7, and again preached to a 
very attentive and large andience. We 
were encouraged by seeing so many 
friends from a distance. The collections 
taken during the day amounted to £17. 
We pray that we may still realise that 
the Master is with ns to bless our 
Sabbath-school, that many may be 
brought to know Him in early life. Our 
annual treat (by the kindness of our 
friend }Ir. Dorling, who placed his farm 
at our disposal) took place at Rnshmere 
on Wednesday, July 28th. A goodly 
number of friends assembled on the 
meadow. The weather was all that 
could be desired. The children were 
conveyed from the chapel in wagons 
provided by our friend Dorling.-J. T. 
FARROW, Su·, 

IPSWICH (ZoA.R CHAPEL). - On 
::'.lfonday, August 1st, the seventh anni
versary of the pastor (R. C. Bardens) 
was celebrated, when brother E. Marsh 
(Stratford) preached in the afternoon 
a very thoughtful and instructive dis
course from Pea. xxi. I. First. and fore
most, he spoke of Zion's King and His 
joy in the ultimate salvation of His 
people. After tea a public meeting was 
held, the pastor presiding. Brother 
Burrows (London) invoked the divine 
blessing. Psa. xlviii. was read, and a.few 
remarks from the chairman, referring 
'to the many mercies and goodness of 
our covenant-keeping God, after which 
:Orother Ranson !Somersham) on "The 

Lord bath been mindful or us,'' gave 
very kindly words of encouragement. 
Brother Howe tdeaoon) recorded some 
of the Lord's dealings with us as a 
Churoh, 84 members lieing added to the 
roll during the past seven years. Brother 
8, K. Bland referred to the significance 
in the inspired Book or the word 
" seven,'' and based his address on Pea. 
lxxvii. 9, 10. Brother Ling spoke of 
the meroiee of the past stimulating for 
the future, also or the great loving• 
kindness of the Lord, Brother Saunders 
(Stowmarket), from 1 Sam. vii. 3 
"Hitherto," &o .. said he hoped one and 
all would unitedly help, and not hinder, 
the pastor in hie laboura. Brother 
Cordle (Chelmondiston) dwelt on the 
encouragement needed by God's servant 
both in the private and public prayers 
of His people. Thus a very profitable 
meeting was closed with the bene
diction. As a small recognition of the 
past, the proceeds of both services were 
given to the pastor.-G. W. KEEBLE. 

BLAKENHAM, SUFFOLK. - The 
anniversary of the Sabbath-school was 
held on Lord's-day, July 31st. Being so 
near the Bank Holiday, we were only 
favoured with the presence of a very 
few friends from Ipswich. A small 
party from that enterprising town came 
to show practical sympathy, and wish 
their little sister God-speed ; but from 
the villages around many came. The 
local interest manifested cheered us 
very much. We had a good number 
morning and evening, with a full 
chapel in the afternoon. Pastor A. 
Marling, from Hadleigh, preached 
morning and evening, and very appro
priately conducted a children's service 
in the afternoon. During the day 
several hymns were very creditably 
sung by the children and teachers. Miss 
Morgan very ably presided at the har
monium. Other friends rendered suit
able help. Recitations by the children 
delighted onr ea.rs and gladdened our 
hearts. Our desire is that God would 
richly bless and increase our echool.
M. A. MOORE, 

STOKE ASH, SUFFOLK.-" Coming 
events cast their shadows before." Many 
had looked forward with joy anticipa• 
ting the pleasure of hearing the grand 
old Suffolk veteran extol the Lord 
Jesus within the walls of Stoke Ash 
Baptist Chapel once a.gain, and were 
not disappointed. Lord's-day, July 7, 
arrived, and nearly all day the rain fell 
gently upon the thirsty earth; never
theless, many assembled from various 
J)arts of Suffolk at Stoke Ash. Mr. W. 
J. Styles, whose voice is ever welcome 
at Stoke Ash, preached morning and 
evening, two savoury, instructive ser
mons. In the afternoon the late beloved 
pastor C. Hill ,preached a grand power• 
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ful sermon from the words, "Sinners 
shall be converted unto Thee." May 
the Lord add His blessing. - M, A. 
MOORE, 

HASLEMERE.-On Bank Holiday, 
August let, the children attending 
Ho:fe Baptist Chapel Sunday-school, 
ha their annual treat, which took place 
in a meadow at Mr. E. Mills, Kingsley
green, near Haslemere, when near1y all 
the scholars were present. They com
menced to arrive about two o'clock in 
the afternoon. The older scholars in
dulged in orioket and the younger ones 
bat, trap, and ball, &o., till about 4.30, 
when a most bountiful tea had been 
prepared by Mr. and Mrs. E. Mills, The 
children were well looked after at the 
tea by the Misses Mills and Mr. E. 
Smithers. The company present in
cluded Mr. and Mrs, Banyard (Peck
ham), Mr. and Mrs. J. Ayling (Chidding
fold), Mrs. G. Mills (Shottermill), Mr. 
and Mrs. E. Mille, Messrs. 0. and G. 
Mills, .Mrs. and Miss Glover, Mrs. 
Stacey, Mr. and Mrs. E. Smithers, Mrs. 
J, Lintott, Miss Chuter, and Miss 
Whitcher. The friends and teachers 
having tea about 5.30. After a little 
more recreation came the distribution 
of prizes, which were of a useful kind. 
The day's proceedings were brought to 
a close by Mr. Ayling giving a short 
address to the children, Mr. Banyard 
closing with pra1er. The weather was 
delightful and all that could be desired. 
The happy party broke up about eight 
o'clock, all having spent an enjoyable 
time, this being one of the days looked 
forward to by the children.-JAMES 
DOBELL. 

A LITTLE LIKING FOR GREAT 
YARMOUTH. 

ANNIVERSARY services were held on 
Lord's-day, August 14th, and the follow
ing Monday, 

On Lord's-day sermons were preached 
by our esteemed brother Holden, morn
ing and evening, that in the morning 
from John xv. 9, and in the evening 
from Numb. vi. 22, 23. 

The chapel was well filled throughout 
the day, the morning being a crowded 
oongre~tion. • 

Judgmg from the testimony of those 
gathered together on the Monda.y,the 
services were much enjoyed, and the 
presence of the Lord felt. 

There was no preaching service on the 
Monday afternoon, but a goodly number 
assembled to tea at 5.30. 

The evening meeting was presided 
over by Mr. Bedingfield. After the 
well-known hymn, 

"KINDRED IN CHRIST," 
&o., the chairman read the Scriptures, 
and Mr. Poock sought the Lord's 
blessing. 

The chairman gave a hearty welcome 

to all present, and dwelt in a forcible 
manner on the subject of the unity of 
the children of God as a unity based on 
relationship. 

Mr. Sapey spoke well, and to the 
point, from the words. ·• One thing I 
know, that whereas I was blind, now r. 
eee." 

Mr. Hunt, from Sa.xlingham, was 
blessedly helped to dwell on that pa.rt 
of the Christian's armour-shoes for the 
feet. "Having your feet shod with the 
preparation of the Gospel of peace." 
Our brother is evidently no man for 
peace at ani price. A sound Gospel 
address, ful of teaching. experience, 
and practice. It was our brother's first 
visit to York-road, but we hope to meet 
him there again. 

After a few remarks by the writer, 
our dear 

Brother Holden came up, richly laden 
with precious truth, and spoke well on 
"Discipleship." 

Mr. Muskett, the worthy pastor, in a 
very grateful manner acknowledged the 
kindness of both his own flock and the 
many visitors who tarry with them for 
the summer season, and heartily thanked 
all who had laboured to make these 
services a so ccess. 

The collections were for the pastor (as 
usual at this meeting), the total 
amount, including the Lord's-day and 
Monday's collection, with several sub
scriptions and profit from tea, amounted 
to :IHI 17s. 2½d, This was not quite
what it has been on other occasions. 
We were sorry for this, especially when 
from this amount the expenses have to 
be deducted before the balance is 
handed to the pastor. 

Should any of our dear friends, who 
have heretofore helped. this worthy 
pastor in his struggles at York-road, 
have been prevented from being there 
this year, we trust they will still 
remember this tried servant of Christ. 
and see to it he suffers no loss on this. 
account. Few know the burdens this. 
faithful brother has to bear, for he says 
but little of them to others, but the· 
writer knows a little occasional help to
him would be as gratefully received as 
richly deserved. 

May he be much blessed in his labour~, 
is our sincere prayer. E. MARSH. 

Gurney-road, Stratford. 

HAPPY HORHAM. 
TH:lil anniversary of the Sabbath-school 
was held on Sunday, July 10th, when 
Mr. Jull, of Cambridge, was much 
helped by the Divine Spirit to preach. 
the free and glorious Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, morning and evening. In 
the afternoon his address to the 
children, teachers, and pa.rent~, wa.• 
listened to with very deep interest and 
profit. The singing of the day was by 
the children, teacher,, and choir, con-
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ducted by Mr. R. Hawes, Mr. Smith 
presiding at the organ. 

The congregations were large, some 
hundreds being present at the afternoon 
service. We are thankful to add, the 
collections were larger than in any 
previous year. 

On the following Wednesday, &t two 
o'clock. the chapel was &gain filled with 
an eager and interested congre~ation to 
hear the children sing and recite. The 
service opened by the pastor, Mr. J. R. 
Debnam, announcing the first hymn. 
Mr. E. J. Debnam then read the Scrip
tures and offered prayer. At the close 
of ~everal good Scriptural, instructive 
recitations, brother Ea.stet very kindly 
{owing to the ina.bility of Mr. Ward, 
through illness), gave what was felt to 
be a very profita.ble address, taking as a 
motto, 

"CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS." 

The singing and recitations were 
rendered in a. most creditable manner. 
About 600 sat down to a well provided 
tea by our sister Mrs. J. Chapman, who 
appeared very happy in the midst of all 
her work. surrounded with her host of 
willing helpers. 

At 6.45 the evening service commenced 
with singing the good old hymn, 

.. Grace. 'tis a charming sound." 
Brother Mutimer, of Brentford, read 
a.nd pra.yed, after which brother Fair
hurst, of Fressingfield, preached a good 
sermon rela.tive to Sunday-school work, 
which was heard with much pleasure. 

At the close, the pastor tha.nked all 
who were present from the several 
neighbouring Churches, and all who had 
helped by work or purse to make the 
services which were just closing a. 
success. He felt sure tha.t on ea.eh day 
the Lord had been with them. The sing
ing of the Christian's national anthem, 
and prayer by Mr. Wa.rd, brought 
another good and happy anniversary to 
a close. 

On Tuesday, July 19th, the school, 
with their beloved superintendent and 
teachers, had their annua.l treat at 
Chestnut Lodge Farm. Wilby, by the 
invitation of Mr. J. Chapma.n, deacon. 
The day being fine, all, including ma.ny 
friends who had come to help to add to 
the pleasure of the children, spent a 
very enjoyable afternoon and evening. 
The children were served with a good 
tea under the 

SPREADING CHESTNUT TREE. 

Visitinl!' friends partook of tea in the 
large. old-fashioned barn. 

Dlll'ing the evening the children were 
very largely served with nuts, sweets, &c. 

At. the close the pastor presented the 
scholars, including the young women's 
and men's Bible-class, with a gift from 
the teachers and friends, who had 
helped together in the expense. 

'!'he usual vote of thanks to all who 

had assisted1 also to Mr. and Mrs. Chap
man for their kindness in entertaining 
the school on their grounds, with the 
singing of the doxology and prayer by 
the pastor brought the happy day to a 
close. 

Our Australian Column. 
OUR AUSTRALIAN CHl]RCHES: 

THEIR ORIGIN, PRESENT STATE, 
AND FUTURE PROSPECTS. 

BY J AJ\IES MOTE, 
Hon. Solicitor to ,lf.A.S.B.C. 

OUR Churches in Australia had their 
rise owing to the gold discoveries there 
in 1840, which caused thousands of our 
countrymen to leave their native land 
in search of it, and also the remarkable 
development of trade arising from the 
same cause. 

Amongst the thousands who then left 
our shores for that purpose were many 
members of our Churches and their 
families. Included in the number, and 
the most prominent amongst them, was 
the late John Bunyan McCure, from 
whose published life, issued by Robert 
Ba.nks in 1876, I am indebted for most 
of the information I possess relative 
thereto . 

From this source I learn that in Mel
bourne, when Mr.Mccure landed in l852, 
a Church had already been formed, 
which then worshipped in Collins-street, 
which I suppose is the one now wor
shipping at Lonsdale-street, whose 
pastor is our brother W. Hartshorn. 

Mr. McCure's experience on landing 
at Melbourne, and also his subsequent 
experiences at Geelong and Sydney, is 
described by him in his life and labours, 
and, as it may guide some of your 
readers who think of emigrating to 
Australia, I give it in hi9 own words. 

Kent and Sussex Association of Baptist 
Ohu1·c/,es, Ramsgate. Jun, 8, 1852. 

At our Association meetings-we have con
sidered the case of our brother John Bunyan 
lll.cCure, late pastor of the Church at Had· 
low, who is disposed to go to Australia, 
where zealous, truthful ministers are much 
needed. We alfectionately recomme:1d his 
case to the consideration of our Churches 
and other Christian people, and hope he 
will be furnished with the means to carry 
himself and wife and their six little ones to 
that country, whither so many are emigra
ting, and where we trust our brother will be 
helped and owned of God in the ministry of 
the Word of Life. The fact that many of 
our Churches decline to assist in foreign 
missions, generally because of the low doc
trine views of the agents of those missions, 
makes thi8 call more imperative on them, 
while we have pleasure in testifying of our 
brother McCure that he will omit in his 
ministry no part of tbe divine counsel. 

JOHN PENGELLY EDGCOMBE,Moderator. 
WILLIAM FREMLIN, Treasurer. 
C0RNELWS 8LJM (Maidstone).Secretan/-

1 cordially «dd my approvu.! of this object. 
T. JONES (Ch_atham). 

While I was now preaching t.bout in 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

different places, my friends in London 
. arranged to get. up o. farewell tea o.nd public 
meeting, to be held in Unicorn-yard Chapel. 
The following poster wo.s exhibited through 
the city:-

" Farewell I A public meeting will be held 
(D.V.) o.t Unicorn-yard Chapel, Tooley
street, Southwark, on Monday evening, 
August 30, 1852, when Mr. John Bunyan 
McCure, the first missionary from the Strict 
i3o.ptist Churches to Australia, will, with his 
wife and family, be solemnly committed to 
'the co.re and blessing of the great Head of 
.the Church. Mr. Thomas Jones will take 
the chair. The following ministers have 
kindly promised to take part in the services 
of the evening:-Messrs. Allen. Dickerson, 
Wyard, Banks, Robinson, Hazelton, Searle, 
'and others. Tea will be provided at half
past five o'cloc)<, at 6d. each." 

On the same evening a valedictory meet
in~ was to be held at the Tabernacle, of 
which the following 1s also a copy of the 
placards posted :-

" Christian emigration ! The Hydrabad. 
Valedictory service for the emigrants will 
be held at the Tabernacle, Moorflelds, on 
.Monday evening, Angust 30, 1852, when the 
Rev. Thomas James, secretary to the 
Colonial Missionary Society; Rev, Dr. Leong, 
of Sydney, and the minister about to pro
ceed in the above ship, will address the 
'meeting, Dr. Campbell will take the chair 
at seven o'clock precisely. Members of 
Churches and others are pu'ticularly re
quested to visit and view this splendid ship, 
!!,°Ji_JYing in the East India Dock, Black-

Directly tea was over o.t the farewell 
.meeting I proceeded to the valedictory 
meeting at the Tabernacle. Soon after the 
commencement of the latter I begged to be 
excused, ·having_ to address the farewell 
meeting,· now being held on my behalf at 
Unicorn-yard Chapel. I hurried back, and 
·arrived just as Mr. Dickerson was speaking. 
I shall never, as long as I live, forget that 
meeting. There were not less than eight 
hundred persons present, including twenty 
ministers of the Gospel. They each and all 
seemed to vie with each other in acts of 
love towards my wife, my children, and 
.myself. 
• •.rbe ministers who spoke on that occasion 
did so like men, like Christians, like minis
ters of our God.· The prayer of Mr. Banks, 
my old and long-tried friend, I shall ever 
remember.· He prayed in the Spirit ; he 
seemed to have power with God while he 
-solemnly committed us to the care and 
guidance of the Lord. I heard many remark 
that they never beard such a prayer. There 
was one circumstance that I must record
·it was another instance of the wonders of 
Divine providence, and the truth of the 
words of Jesus-"·Your heavenly Father 
knoweth tho.tye have neecl of these things" 
-(Luke xii. 3C). 

The Lord knew I needed sixteen pounds, 
and we were ordered to be on board ship on 
the morrow, I had not mentioned this to 
any one but to the Lord. 0 how I had been 
pleading with Him to provide me the 
amount that night I 

Directly after I he.cl spoken, o. gentleman, 
'the late George Pallissier. came up to me 
whilst the hymn wo.s being sung, "God 
moves in o. mysterious way." 

"I want to ask you a qnestion," he said, 
"and I hope you will answer it without any 
hesitation. Have you sufficient money to 
complete your arrangements?" 

11 The Lorcl knows," I answered, u wbo.t I 
have need or. I have not sufficient." 

"How much do you reqnire?" he asked . 
"Sixteen pouncl~," I replied. 
When the hymn was finished, the late Mr. 

George Wyard, of Soho, was called upon to 
speak. 

"I respectfully ask permission," inter
rnpted Mr. Pa.llissier,- "to say a few words." 

His request was granted. 
·' Mr. Chairman," he said. "I feel myself 

honoured in being present at this meeting 
havinir for its object the sending forth of ,;_ 
Strict Baptist minister to Australia. :'<ow 
we have met here to-night not only to 
speak words of sympathy, but to practice 
sympathy. I felt exercised in my mind 
whilst aitting here, as to whether our 
brother h~d sufficient money to pay his 
expenses to Australia, and therefore I put 
the question plainly to him, and I find he has 
not eufficient. I therefore propose, Mr. 
Chairman, that the plates be sent round at 
once; do not leave 1t until the meeting is 
over, and then discover, when it is too late 
there is not enough collected; if they are 
taken now, and there is not, sufficient, we 
will send th~m round again." 

The proposition was agreed to, and the 
plates were taken round. The amount col
lected was eighteen pounds. being two 
pounds more than was required. 

At the close of the meeting my wife and 
six children were called for; they came to 
the table pew, the younirer children being 
placed upon the table. Hundreds of friends 
passed by the table pew on their way out, 
that they miirht personally bid us farewell. 
It was indeed a most overwhelming demon
stration of Christian love and earnest desire 
for our future welfare. 

The following was the resolution pro
posed, and unanimously adopted at the 
meeting: - '·That we deeply sympathise 
with our beloved brother, John Bunyan 
McCure, who, from a desire to serve the 
cause of Christ, is, wi I h his dear wife and 
six little children, about to leave his native 
land for the distant shores of Au.,tralia; and 
we affectionately commend him to the 
Christian hospitality and consideration of 
the godly wherever Providence may lead 
him: while we also bear testimony to his 
ministerial fidelity and blameless life. 

"Signed, on behalf of the meeting, by 
"T.J0NES, Chairman." 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
Two successful drawing-rcom meetings 
have recently been held, on behalf of 
the Society, and the Committee would 
be happy to arrange for others, during 
the coming season. Will any ftiends 
who can help in this way kindly com
municate with the Secretary? A meet
ing of twenty or twenty-five friends in 
a drawing-room is often more useful 
to the Institution than larger public 
gatherings. 

.. * 
Arrangements a;e now being made 

for the work of the coming season, with 
a view more especially to increase the 
number of annual subscribers, the in
crease from this source constituting a 
main~tay ot the Society. Will every 
one of our readers contribute or obtain 
from another a contribution of 7s,, 10s. 
or Hs. per annum J * 

I The number ot :ensioners has now 
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increased to the larire total of 1,493 and 
the pension list has reached to £10,600 
per annum. This sum, together with the 
maintenance of the four 'Homes, involves 
a daU11 expenditure of £::16 . 

.. * .. 
Perhaps, during the holiday season, 

some of our readers can take an oppor
tunity of visitintr the HomesatCamber
WAll, Hornsey-r1se, Stamford-hill, and 
Brighton: They will receive a hearty 
welcome. and we are persuaded that a 
personal inspection of these beautiful 
dwellings for the Lord's aged poor will 
be to the benefit of the Society's 
exchequer. The grounds of the Horneey
rise Asylum are n'!,w., looking their best. 

E. E. S .. aged 86, ;rites:-" Justa line 
to thank yon for all the kindness I have 
received during the past year ; but for 
that I should have wanted bread, as my 
sewing days have pasEed away. Weak 
as I am in body, and growing weaker 
continually, I can still trust in a 
covenant-keeping God, and here I raise 
another Ebenezer and inscribe upon it. 
' Hitherto hath the Lord helped me.' " 

Past and Passing Events. 
Readfr19 tlte "E. r. ti· 0. H." in an 

Asylum ·in .4.ust,·a.lia.-A note from 
pastor F. Beedel, of Sydney, N.S.W., 
aays : "Yon wonld ha.ve rejoiced if 7.ou 
ha.d been with me the last time I visited 
the Asylums. Going into one of the 
wards I found about 20 convalescents 
gathered at the end of the ward, and one, 
who was a good reader, standing with 
his back to the wall, and facing his 
ltttle audience, was reading to them 

* * 
"Mr. Mitchell's• article in the 

EABTHEN VESSEL & GOSPEL HERALD, 
and if yon had heard the ejaculations 
of the listeners-

•· ' BLESS GOD ! ' 
"' THAT·s GOOD!' 

&c., &c.-it would ha.ve imparted new 
life to your heart as it did to mine, and 
led me to draw aside into a secret place 
to bless Him who had given m'!l such 
great encouragement in circulating Hie 
truth among these aged poor. It must 
also cheer the heart of ... 

Brother Mitchell"to know hie labour 
is not in vain in the Lord. Another 
Asylum is open to me where there are 
about 4(J(J aged men, half of whom are 
blind either totally or partially, but I 
find some of these "blind men have 
eyes," so you see my work in this way is 
increasing. . . 

Pleasing.-Mr. 8~ Haddock had the 
pleasure of baptising one of his own 
children, at Occold, last month. 

* * 
Hertford.-The f"riends at Ebenezer 

have commenced the much-needed 
repairs and renovation of this old
established place of truth. 

• • 
Teddington -We •hope all who can, 

will pay a visit to Teddington, August 
31st. [See advt.J 

• • 
Slaithwaite.-" Gi°ad to hear the new 

pastorate here seems to be progressing, 
and that there is unity among the 
people."-D. S. More about Mr. Snow 
by-and-bye (D. v. ). 

• • • 
Peckliani.-Brother W. Beddow gave 

the right hand of fellowship to three at 
Mizpah, Peckham, on Lord's-day, August 
7th; and pastor J.P. Gibbens, on same 
date, received four into full communion 
at Ebenezer, Tottenham. At 

• • 
Sheffield (Zion) b;other J. Taylor, in 

his serious, solemn, yet aavoury manner, 
welcomed five into Church fellowship. 
Additions were also made at 

• • • .Dunmow and Occold, on the same 
memorable day. In each of these 
J>}aces God's name was honoured, and 
His people greatly encouraged. 

*•* 
Mrs. Bell says God is blessing His own 

Word at the Ark through our pastor, 
Mr. Price. 

* * * Leicester, Newarke - street. - The 
Sunday-school connected with this 
cause, which has been in operation over 
30 year@, held its anniversary on August 
14th, when three sermons were preached 
by the pastor, that in the afternoon 
bein~ more particularly to the young, 
Special hymns, &o• -:ere sung. The 

• Congregations were good, being aug-
mented by many friends from Ebenezer, 
Zion, and other causes in the town; also 
a continient from Fleckney, and some 
other visitors. Thecolleotions amounted 
to £11 7s., and the teachers felt much 
encouraged.-A. E. R. 

* • 
* Morley, Yorka.-"Yon will be glad to 

hear Mr. Thomson is going to the 
Independent cause at 'Zion' for twelve 
months with a view to the pastorate." 
-D.S. *•* 

Bierton.-School sermons were given 
on Sunday, July 17th. Mr. D. Smith, of 
Bileton, preached three times. The 
congregations were good, and collections 
aatiefactory. The annual treat was 
given on the following Monday, dinner 
and tea being provided for children and 
friends in a barn lent for the occasion. 
Mr. S. · distributed about 50 reward 
books in the field in the afternoon. A 
good number of villagers, irrespective 
of denomination, were present, and 11 
pleasant time was spent. 
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(See page 291.) 

joobite11s off th, jlork. 
BY M. A. J. 

"Heirs of God, :a.ndjoint-heirs with Christ."-Rom. viii.17. 

THE blf:isl!ed condit~on of the adopted children of God, is that they 
·. have passed from death to life, from bondage to liberty, from the 

condemning power of law and sin into the freedom of Divine grace, and 
therefore there is now NO condemnation to snch as are found in Christ 
Jesus the Lord. This new life and liberty is rightly attributed to the 
grace of God, the love of Christ, and the power of the Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit is the power and energy, putting forth quickening grace in the 
soul. By this Divine energy the child of God is enabled to mortify ~in, 

VoL. LIV. O cT0DER, 1898. v 
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to overcome temptation, and tp walk worthy· of the high and holy 
vocation wherewith -he lias been called. . · ·, 

The Holy Spirit is represented M being' a:gracious Guide, Teacher and 
Revealer. He leads believers into the happy realization of their sonship, 
reveals to them their personal union with Christ, the Elder Brother. By 
such means the mind is relieved of its bondage, and brought into blessed 
fellowship with God, and enabled to participate in that relationship 
bestowed by the adopting love and grace of God, whom w:e are privileged 
to call '' Abba Father." The evidence possessed by the children of God 
of this is the indwelling of the Spirit. The reason w_hy He dwells in us, 
is to guide ; the purpose of His indwelling is to bear testimony of 
assmance to us of our sonship. Ft'Om these considerations we proceed 
to notice 

AN IMPORTANT INFERENCE • 

. "If children, then heirs." These word£! suggest a supposition which 
of course hangs upon the word " if." · Not that the Apostle doubted the 
adoption of those Roman brethren, but that he would show more fully 
the g~ace of God, and .the_ transcendent blessings of redemption. 

l need scarcely remind you that none are children by nature, but by 
adoption ; by nature we are the child.Pen of." disobedience'' and" wrath," 
even as others. Neither are we children by descent or desert, for if God 
had awarded to us what we richly deserve, we should .1:J.ave perished. 
None are children by the will of the flesh, for the simple ,reason that the 
carnal mind is enmity against God. We. are made children by a new 
-creation-born of the Spirit, and begotten by the word of truth-by the 
incorruptible seed of the living God. · . · · ' 

If we trace this Divine relationship to its S!)1,1rce, we shall find it to 
be the fruit of electing love. Hence John writes: "Behold what 
manner of love the Father bath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God." The testimony of .Paul is precisely the same: 
" Ha,ing predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to Himself" (1 John iii. 1 ; .Eph. · i; 5). The glory of pre
destination is seen in the adoption of children ; it is by this gracious 
act that we are made partakers of the Divine nature, united to the first
born Son, and received into the communion of the Holy Spirit, and are 
made a habitation of God through the Spirit. 

" If children," we are weak, and if this weakness be fully felt by us 
it will lead us to depend more entirely upon our Father. As children we 
are ignorant, we have very much to learn ; this should lead us to seek 
earnestly the Spirit's teaching. " If children," our real security is in 
our Father's care. We should learn the true meaning of ". casting our 
care upon Him," and for this reason, "HE careth for us." To know 
that all our supply is in God, should teach us to look, to rest, and to 
trust Him. 

"If children,'' the weakness, ignorance, helplessness, and general 
incapacity are our claims upon God our Father.. Just as the sickly child 
needs greater care from us, so our Father takes special care of His weak 
ones. Do not forget that God's tender and unceasing solicitude is 
exercising itself on behalf of His adopted children, so much so that the 
hairs of their heads are numbered, their .nawes written in heaven, and 
graven upon the palms of His hands. "If children," He bids us trust 
Him. Children are timid ; doubtless they inherit the family complaint 
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<:!\lied fear. 'rhe Elder Brother meets that with a '" Fear not, Ii Ule 
flock," &c. 

THE EXALTED DIGNITY o~• BEf,IEVERS. 

" Heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ.'' We are he,:rs; some
times we are called heirs of salvation-heirs of righteousness which is by 
faith-heirs of the kingdom-heirs of glory. But the words before us 
have three ideas, viz., our right and title. This is founded upon the 
eternal redemption we have in Christ, the everlasting covenant of !!l'ace, 
and the irrevocable decrees of electing and adopting love of God the 
Father. The certainty of realiz{t-lion rests upon the fact that we, by 
Divine grace, are "Abraham's seed, and heirs according to promise," and 
lastly, the absolute security given. This security is given us in the 
covenant of grace, the oath and promise of God, and our vital union 
with Christ our living Head. 
• Let us dwell a moment upon this delightful subject of being "joint
heirs with Christ.'' Here I would lay before my reader a few sentences 
,of our Lord. After the resurrection Christ said to His desciples, "I 
ascend to My Father and your Father, My God and your God." Again, 
you will remember the words used by Jesus to designate the future in
heritance," I appoint unto you a kingdom, as My Father appointed Me." 
" Enter ye into the joy of your Lord ; " "that where I am there ye may 
be also.'' "We are not se1·vants but sons." We are more than friends, 
for "the Lord's portion is His people," and "the Lord is the portion of 
my inheritance.'' . . 

There is no doubt that while we are in our minority we shall have 
"manifold temptations," but as '' heirs of God and joint-heirs with 
Christ," we shall never fall or lose our estate, neither shall another 
obtain our possessions. We are lawful heirs. Blessed truths, as "joint
heirs with Christ," we are loved, called, quickened, begotten from the 
dead. We are risen with Christ, and shall sit on the right hand of God 
on high, together with Him, and shall share in the honour, glory, and 
splendour, and be 

11 For ever with the Lord, Amen so let it be. 
Life from the dead is in that word, 'Tis immortality." 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLER Y.-No. X. 
PASTOR WALTER H. JARMAN, IRTHLINGBO!l.O'. 

INTRODUCTION. 

DEAR BROTHER,-At your request I will endeavour to gi,e you, 
as well as I can, some little account of myself, and in doing so 

hope that something may be written that will be helpful to the little 
ones of Christ's flock, and, at the same time, exalt Hirn by whose grace 
I am what I am. There is nothing very special to be written about my 
earlier days save this one thing, that a gracious God watched oYer and 
preserved me, "when in the slippery paths of youth I ran." 

nIRTH-PLACE. 

I will, however, begin at the be0do-1inning. I 'Yas bhorn at Rec~bonrn 
in Hertfordshire, of humble but go 'y parents, m t e year • 186!, by 
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whom I was taught to revere the house of God and the se1·vices of the 
sanctuary, and I can speak to the benefit I received from their 
godly example and constant attendance upon the means of gmce ; and 
often now I look back and, from the retrospect, gather reasons for 
thankfulness in that I was taken to the house of God and taught in the 
Sunday-school. In the order of Divine Providence I left home when 
about Hi years of age and went to live at Aston Clinton, Bucks., with a 
good Christian carrying on business as draper and grocer, and here 
found every encouragement to continue in those paths wherein I had 
been instructed, so that attendance upon the means of grace was con
tinued. 

AWAKENED. 

I had, however, to learn that outward appearance will not do for 
inward grace, and in the year 1883 the Lord was pleased to make me 
'know something of myself as a poor sinner, which He did by the 
ministry of Mr. G. Batchelor, of Tring. I well remember taking my 
seat as usual with the singers ; the earlier part of the service passed off 
without any particular interest, until he rose to announce his text, which 
was, " Hallelujah, for the Lord God OmnipoLent reigneth." My attention 
was arrested, and the word was fixed upon my heart, and I then felt myself 
to be a guilty sinner, while the cry, "God be merciful to me a sinner," 
escaped my lips. For about three months I groped in the dark, during 
which time I had two dreams which, in no small way, added to my 
discomfort and sorrow. The first Wll.'l, I thought the la!!t day had come 
and the elements were melting with fervent heat ; and the second was, 
I saw written in letters of tire the words over my head, "Thou art. 
weighed in the balances and foi:Jnd wanting." I cannot describe what I 
felt, but the perspiration was upon my forehead, and I can assure you I 
was greatly relieved to find it but a dream; the impression, however, 
made remained with me, and even now I can rec~ll the scene to mind .. 

LIBERTY. 

Soon after this the dear Lord was pleased to give relief and release by· 
applying the Word, as preached by Mr. Batchelor, to my conscience. 

The ordinance of believers' baptism now occupied my mind, and as I 
desired to follow the dear Master I made my application to the Church,. 
and they being satisfied with my testimony, I was, on April 26, 1884, 
publicly 

BAPTISED 

in the name of the ~lorious Trinity by the above named-minister. 
The cause of uhrist at Aston Clinton, at this time, was not in a 

particularly flourishing condition, and the pr~yer-meetings not '!9'ell 
attended; this was a trouble to me, and was considerably upon my mmd,. 
and after taking the matter to the Lord, I was constrained to speak to 
the people on a week-night. It is with joy I record the fact that _these 
meetings were made the means of grace to many of the dear family of 
God. 

Another step in Providence now brought me to Watford, where I sat· 
for some time under the ministry of Mr. G. Burrell, till in 1887 the Lord 
was pleased to thrust me out into the ministry, and this in a way least 
expected. It happened that I with my brother-in-law were spending 
the day at home, i.e., Redbourn, and in the course of conversation we· 
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learned that they had no minister for the next Sunday, so we arranged to 
go home again then and help them in a prayer-meeting or social way. 

FIRST SERMON. 

But I was surprised to find on reaching home on the Sunday morning, that 
I was expected to speak to them. I tried to be excused, but finally, after 
some persuasion, I consented to try, but told them not to be surprised if I 
could not get through. My fears, however, soon were dispersed, and a time 
of sweet and happy freedom was felt. Other invitations followed, and in 
a short time I was constantly being called here or there to speak 
to the people. This continued till the year 1893, when the Church at 
Staines gave me an invite to the pastorate, which, after due consideration, 
I accepted. Here I continued by God's help to serve Him for three 
years, and many happy seasons have I had there, while I trust some souls 
were gathered to the Lord. In the year 1896 I came to Irthlingboro', 
in· the place, and at the recommendation of, Brother Sanders, of 
Hackney, to supply for a Sunday, little expecting that I should ever come 
again ; but the Word being received with pleasure, other invitations 
followed, and as time progressed, and there were evidences that the thing 
was of the Lord, the Church gave, and I accepted, twelve months' invite 
with a view, the outcome of which is, that I am now the pastor of this 
time-honoured sanctuary and God-loving Church. I have said nothing 
about doctrines or faith, but I have only learned one language and that 
is free grace, and I hope to be able to still give a certain sound to the 
Gospel and to preach as the Lord shall help me those glorious truths 
that are believed amongst us. 

May our dear Lord graciously fill your EARTHEN VESSEL with good 
things, for the comfort of His people, is the prayer of 

Yours in Him, 
WALTER H. JARMAN. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

WONDERFUL LONGEVITY. 

W8AT is a good old age ? What number of years will make a long 
life ? The answer all depends upon circumstances of time and 

place. We call that a long life which exceeds seventy or eighty years, 
but what would the Antedeluvians have said to such a short lifetime as 
that, when many of them lived ten times as long? The old men and 
women of to-day must be regarded as mere lads and lasses if co~pared 
with those of long ago. And after the flood, though t~e durat10_n of 
human life was materially shortened, yet when so many hved consider
ably over a hundred years, calculations of youth and middle age must 
have been very different from ours. 

I felt inclined to smile once at the remark that Jacob was a young 
man setting out from his father·s house for the first time, when he 
received the vision and promise at Bethel, for Ja~b appears to have 
been pretty well advanced in life when he took that Journey. From the 
details given of his stay with Laban, and bis age when be stood before 
Pharaoh in Egypt, Jacob must have been between 70 and KO 
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year!- old at the least when he left his :r,arents' home through fear of 
Ef<an, and journeyed to that "far country " on foot. _ l3ut as Jacob 
attained the ripe age of 147 years, and then, though dim-sighted and 
feeble, was still able to think, remember, and reason, he would not seem 
to be by any means old when '.? 5 or 80 years had put their stamp upon 
hi~ brow. Age, like wealth, is comparative, and a grandmother of 90 
considers her grandchildren to be "juveniles'' at 50 years of age or 
more ; like the Scotch veteran who called the son who displeased him a 
'' young rascal," though everyone else would have considered the 
delinquent a "poor old man." 

Jacob's saying to Pharaoh, "Few and evil have been the days of the· 
years of my life," attains a much fuller significance in the experience of 
men and women now that " the years of our life are three score and ten~ 
and if by reason of strength they be four score, yet is their strength 
labour and sorrow, for it is soon cut off and we fly away." A very few 
live to 90 or 100 years, but what vast numbers die before the age of 70 
is reached ; how many in infancy and childhood, and what a considerable 
proportion of the human race in early manhood or in middle life depart 
hence and are no more seen. · 

Our life is a breath, a vapour, a fleeting cloud, a shadow, and some 
have said the comparison made by David (1 Chron. xxix. 15) was to a 
flying bird-

'' Our life, like the shadow of birds on the wing, 
Is a transient, scarcely perceptible thing; 
Nor ephemeral only-the terrible fall, 
When it mortalized being, embittered it all." 

Yes, death is the fruit and the wages of sin, and early death used to be 
generally regarded in Old Testament times as a special mark of God's 
displeasure, so long life was promised to obedience to God's commands, 
and the threatening to the wicked was that " he should not live out half 
his days." Yet now and then, as in the case of young Abijah, Jeroboam's 
son, the righteous and the merciful were taken away from the evil to 
come even in those days. 

But my subject of wonderfully long life was suggested by the 
memorable words in Psa. xxi. : " He asked life of Thee and Thou 
gavest it Him, even length of days for ever and ever." 

Life, true life, the best life, glorious immortality, free from sin and 
care and sorrow, when all is peace and joy and love, for ever with the 
Lord. A friend said to a dying believer, " So you are still in the land 
of the living ! " " Nay," was the reply, " I am still in the land of t~e 
dying, but I am going to the land of the living." This present ~cene 1s 
not life, but "mortality," an existence always overshadowed with the 
gloom of death, but they who trust and love the Saviour are ~ravelling 
into the living land where mortality shall be swallowed up of hfe. 

And " he that believeth on the Son of God " ( and faith means trust, 
confidence, reliance), he that lovingly, obediently depends upon Jesus for 
salvation-" hatlt everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but 
is passed from death unto life." Dear reader, how long do you hope to 
live? N'aturally all is uncertain, you may not boast of to-morrow, for 
you know not what a day may bring forth, but if as a perishing sinner 
you ai;k life of God for Jesus' sake, He will give it to you, and then I 
cau tell you how long you will live, for they who live and trust in that 
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dear Saviour will NEVEJt, NEVER DIE. As I walk along tte road where 
my childish and youthful years were spent, and think of one and 
another who used to live there, how solemnly am I reminded that none 
abideth here ; but oh how sweet to be able to say, "I'm hoping for life 
beyond, to rejoin the loved ones of' earth· who now sleep in ,Jesus, and 
with them and Him, who W!lS their hope"-

" To spen<l from sin and sorrow free 
A blissful, vast etEii:nity." 

Dear Lord, "So teach us to n'u':lll;>~r our days that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom,·• and may we each receive from Thee that free and. 
glori.ous gift of eternal life through Jtsus Christ the Lord. 

Dear friends, if you would live for ever and " all the bliss of being 
know," ,, YE JIIUST BE BORN AGAIN." 

THE QUESTIONS OF THE BIBLE. 
( Continued from page 27 4.) 

III.-" HAST THOU FOUND ME, 0 MINE ENEMY?'' (1 Kings xxi. 20). 

lUHAT a picture this question c~lls up before one's mind ? There we 
H see the wild son of the desert, the. prophet of the Holy One of 

Israel, the energetic man of action ; we imagine his tall, wiry form, his 
piercing eyes, which look Ahab through and through, clothed in camel's 
hair fastened with a girdle, just as his later successor stood before that 
other king, Herod, and for saying, " Thou art not right in this matter'' 
was slain. See the gaunt form of the prophet is dusty ; he has hastened 
at the Lord's command from the southern wilderness to Jezreel, and now 
he stands face to face with the king in Naboth's vineyard, to be greeted 
with the question, " Hast thou found me, 0 mine enemy ? " 

He might have expected it. Ahab's greeting before had been, "_.\.rt 
thou he that troubleth Israel ? " (1 Kings xviii. 1 i). So these two 
stand face to face again, the messenger of God and the wicked king, and 
each time, it is the king who conceives the idea that it is Elijah who ia 
making the trouble, and not himself. Thus it ever is. The wicked 
man is always troubled by God's mes3engers. 

Ahab was just in the full enjoyment of his evilly-acquired treasure, 
when Elijah presents himself to him. Naturally he would look upon 
the prophet as a disturber of the peace, for he always came ai:d said 
unpleasant things and made himself disagreeable-that was always his 
procedure. So Ahab was annoyed, just as much as Jehoiakim was by 
Jeremiah, as Herod was by John the Baptist, as Pharaoh was by Moses, 
as the Pharisees were by Christ, and the Sanhedrin by Stephen. Why ? 
Because in all these cases, these I have named, were not afraid to speak 
the truth, and wicked men detest it. 

It is ever thus with the ungodly. As he pursues his pleasure, or his 
business, or his sin, with no thought of God in his heart, he is annoyed 
when one of God's messengers meets with him, and he calls out angrily, 
" Hast thou found me, 0 mine enemy ? " And God has multitudinous 
messengers. Sometimes a word on the printed page, sometimes a 
remembrance of childhood, perhaps a word just remembered from an 
open-air preacher, perchance the prattle of a child. Ot· God's messenger 
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may be some dear saint ·of His, who is led to plead with an unsaved one. 
But God has sterner messengers. Death picks out a beloved wife or 
child, sickness or trouble or shame appears, or the business so worked 
for, and so looked after, comes to ruin, and in all these cases the ungodly 
soul cries out that God is its enemy, that has found him again. 

It is no wonder that the world tries to drown the unwelcome voice 
in one swift round of pleasures. Why does a man of the world rush off 
to his theatres, his card parties, his clubs, his dances when his business 
is over ? Just to keep his mind from hearing what he considers his 
enemy. He believes the devil's lie that God hates him, that the 
Almighty is his inveterate foe, and Satan keeps him grinding at his 
pleasures, except God set him free. Satan makes him think that God 
is his enemy, because God will not allow these pleasures he indulges in. 
Oh ! poor worldling l poor captive of the evil one l there is hope for 
you, even now. ;, God is love," "God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him, should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." " The wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life." Did your enemy ever give you anything? 
Would an enemy give you the most priceless treasure he possessed ? 
Would an enemy want you to live with him for ever ? Oh l no, no. 
God is your Friend. He is willing to receive you, but you must come 
on His terms, not on your own. And His terms are that you should 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be sheltered under His own most 
precious blood ; that you should come feeling a poor lost sinner, who has 
no righteousness of your own, needing to be washed in the blood shed on 
Calvary-that's God way. 

And then if you come and find God, your Friend, you will often have 
occasion to say to Satan, " Hast thou found me, 0 mine enemy ? " but 
you can always be sure of saying, "You may have found me, but you'll 
never get me, for the everlasting arm;i are round me, and He will love 
me to the end." 

IV.-" How CAN MAN BE JUSTIFIED WITH Gon?" (Job. xxv. 4). 
This question is one that has come rolling down through the 

centuries from the time Bildad uttered it, causing men and women to 
do all sorts of things to answer it satisfactorily. It is most certainly 
the cry of an awakened sinner, who sees his lost and ruined condition, 
who sees no hope of being justified before God. There have been many 
such, who have been sent to do nil sorts of strange things by their 
spiritual advisers, without ever obtaining peace in their souls. Let us 
look at the two sides of the question-the impossibility and the 
certainty. 

Man comes of a rotten stock. He has an evil nature planted in him, 
simply because he belongs to the Adam race. Adam fell, and with him 
the whole of his progeny to all time. The evil principle of sin is now 
in every heart in this world. Therefore, it is not surprising that m.:in 
upon that corrupt nature build up more sins. " Every corrupt tree 
bringeth forth corrupt fruit." If you don't think this is true, look at 
Romans iii. : " There is none righteous, no, not one ; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one ; the way of peace have they not known, 
and there is no fear of God before their eyes." That's the biography 
of every child of Adam. The natural mind is at enmity with God ; we, 
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of ourselves, have no desire toward Him, and there is absolutely no good 
in us. Now, God is at the other extreme of this line of things. He is 
holy, absolutely righteous and quite perfect. There is no sin with Him 
and He cannot, in His holiness, bear to look on it ; nay, more than that, 
" the wages of sin is death ; " He must judge the doer of it and send 
him away to everlasting death. It is no good saying that God's mercy 
outweighs His justice. He would not be perfect if it did. The world 
lies in condemnation before Him. This is the state of affairs then
man is utterly sinful and God perfectly holy. How then can the 
utterly corrupt be justified in the sight of the intensely pure God ? It 
is not to be wondered at that some poor human minds, trying to think 
out this momentous question in their own strength, have lost their 
reason ; small wonder that the Psalmist cries : " In Thy sight shall no 
man living be justified" (cxliii. 2). This shows the impossibility of it. 
from man's side. Hear the words of the hymn :-

" Could my zeal no respite know 
Could my tears for ever flow 
All for sin could not a.tone." 

How black and despairing for the world ! Nothing we can do is able 
to appease the righteous indignation of a just God, but the last line of 
this hymn comes as a ray of comfort :-

" Thou must save and Thou alone." 

Sinner, God provides a way by which He can justify men and yet be 
strictly true to His character of perfect justice, and in the providing of 
this way He reveals His perfect love. There is certainty here, a certainty 
of justification. In the fulness of time, God sent His own dear Son to 
effect His eternally-formed purpose. He took upon Himself the form 
of sinful man, "He for our sakes became poor,"" He was tempted in 
all points like as we are, yet without sin," He was a perfect man upon 
this earth, sinless in thought, word and deed, just and without spot or 
blemish, and He, the prince of life and glory, died, and that by a 
shameful, awful, painful death, being nailed to a cross on Calvary. But 
that was not all. Many may have suffered as much physical pain, but 
Christ endured the wrath of God poured out on Him for us. He, the 
just one, drank! dry the vials of God's wrath, "He died, the just for the 
unjust," and God's justice was satisfied and His righteous claims met. 
God set His seal to it, and showed His approval in that He raised Him 
from the dead. He met all God's claims, sinner, you are free, justified, 
made as though there was no sin in you, in God's sight. " The blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin." "He bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree." "He was wounded for our transgressions." God, 
looking on His perfect sacrifice, can quite justly blot out your sins, put 
them behind His back and have no remembrance of them, because He 
says, "When I see the blood I will pass over." My friend-. rhere is no 
other way of being justified but by means of the blood : God's way is 
certain and efficacious, and there is no other. I think the best answer 
to this question is found in Rom. v. 9, "Being now justified by His 
blood." 

HEALTH, ease, and pleasure, savour of the flesh. Suffering, death, 
and resurrection, are things that savour of God.-Riiftts. 

w 
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DOING GOOD. 
BY W. H. AmtAHA~ts, WooLWICH. 

DOING good was found in Eden's garden until sin entered; then, alas I 
man was found doing evil ; his pathway up to this time was one 

of goodness, for he enjoyed sweet personal communion with God, but 
now this is broken, and he becomes a fallen creature, to traverse the 
road of sin, misery, pain, and death. Yet God in mercy from eternity 
devised a way to save ; He promises a Saviour, and in the fulness of time 
the incarnate God, in the person of Jesus Christ, comes to bridge over 
the awful gulf by His obedience and death. How marvellous is the 
goodness of God in covenant, that sinners may be brought into union 
with the glorious Son of God. How wonderful that man should be 
,isited with His goodness and grace, given through a precious Christ, 
to enable him to seek to follow his Divine Master, who went about 
doing good. When Isaiah had a vision of his Lord he saw and felt his 
sin, but when the live coal from off the altar had touched his lips and 
the warm words of love and forgiveness came to his heart, " Thine 
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged," then, in answer to his 
Lord's words, " Whom shall I send ? " the true missionary spirit is roused 
to exclaim, "Here am I, send me." 

Doing good. Do these simple words strike a cord in your heart and 
mine, dear reader? Have you seen and felt sin a burden, and through 
the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ. been brought to know some
thing of the sweet word " forgiveness ?" Then I shall not be surprised if 
these words bubble up in your heart, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to 
do?" 

Doing good. What is it ? Let us hoist the standard high and quote 
our Master's words, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy 
mind, and thy neighbour as thyself." It may not be possible for the 
child of God to reach this standard while in the flesh, but it should be 
his desire to seek for divine strength to have this for his aim. Ourdeqr 
Lord said, "Lea.rn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart." Have 
these beautiful words ever made the music of our hearts play, and led us 
humbly to say, "0 Lord, teach me Thy goodness?" "Thy gentleness 
hath made me great." We are ready to acknowledge that by nature we 
have no goodness, and understand the truth of His words, " Without 
Me ye can do nothing." Paul says," For me to live is Christ." Life 
can only come from the Divine Quickener, and as grace and help is 
given, we should seek to follow Him who went about doing good. I 
make bold to say that the highest and happiest employment will be 
seeking the glory of the Lord and the good of others. One of the 
most solemn texts in God's Word is," If any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ be is none of His." In proportion as we have His Spirit we shall 
be seeking to do good, and our daily prayer will be to bring forth the 
fruit of the Spirit, which is, "Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance." What a cluster of lovely 
flowers ? We need much grll.Q~ to m_a~e these indescribable gifts of God 
into a splendid bouquet and carry it for His glory. This can only be 
ck>ne by having sweet contact with Him who was always doing good. 
A.re we sincerely trying to grasp the solemnity of living ? Our words, 
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•our actions, our looks, have an influence over others for good or evil ; 
no man liveth to himself. How needful it is for us to heed our 8aviour's 
word, "Watch and Pray." Have we truly a desire to be a blessing and 
to do good, and does the question spring up in our hearts, How ? 
Let me say, in word, thought, and deed. Doing good in word, is love 
-talking; doing good in thought, is love preparing; and doing good in deed, 
is love acting. Generally it is the little things of life that cause trouble. 
'Only let the smallest particle of dust be blown into the eye, or a little 
·stone find its way into our shoe, what annoyance it causes, yet these are 
great troubles compared with the many things that cross the pathway of 
life which kind words, kind thoug-hts, and kind actions can remove, for 
discord, strife, and evil-speaking flee before them. How blessedly they 
were seen in the life of our dear Redeemer. 

Doing good. It is necessary for us to be actuated by right motives. 
·God sees our motives, therefore we have need to cry," Search me, 0 God, 
,and know my heart ; try me, and know my thoughts.'' How sweet it 
js to feel that we are seeking to do good for His sake and His glory is 
-our aim. Opportunities will present themselves at home, abroad, and in 
'His house. 

· Beloved reader, these simple lessons can only be learned at the feet of 
.. Jeslll\, for there wisdom, grace, and strength can be obtained to serve 
Him. If we are sincerely seeking to foll<:JW our Lord and do good in His 
,service, we shall meet with difficulties, for the Christian is brought face 
to face with some who will sneer at him and speak evil of him. Let us 
•remember that it requires no wisdom to find fault, but it requires divine 
wisdom to do good and serve our Lord. Much grace and patience is 
,needed to meet these difficulties. We shall do well to think of our dear 
Lord's words, "If ye love them which love you, what thank have ye ? 
If ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye?" 
Then comes His command, '' Love ye your enemies and do good." So, 
. regardless of what is said amid praise or blame, not by fits and starts, 
. but by plodding -on in His strength and drawing from the well that 
Paul drew frQm when he said, "As we have therefore opportunity let us 

. do good unto all, especially unto them who are of the houshold of faith." 
!' And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 

.. even as God, for Christ'.i sake, hath forgiven you." 
"Go labour on spend, and be spent, 

Thy joy to do thy Father's will; 
It is the way the Master went : 

Should not the servant tread it still? " 

FLESH AND SPIRIT. 
BY PASTOR DAVID 8MITH, Bn,STON. 

THAT. every child of God is the subject of two subtle forces, one, 
"Born of the flesh," the other, "Born of the Spirit," is very 

:patent .to all true believers in Christ, of which fact he or she has a 
twofold proof, first in the plain declarations of Scripture, and second, 
in the 11oul's daily experience. These two. forces, originating from two 
different sources, jnclude on the one hand, the natural man with all the 

· powers of body, habits, tastes, endowments, etc.i·on the other hand, the 
spii'itual man with all the attendant activities and graces. Though at 
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time~ it is difficult for the Christian to determine from which of these· 
two fountains certain actions, desires, frames, and feelings arise, it is 
eYident that they are never amalgamated, nor fused into each other, but 
always remain distinct, unmixable, and opposite to one another. The 
flest and all it brings forth remains flesh; the Spirit and all it produces. 
is spiritual. Yet there is no doubt that the acting and re-acting of 
these two forces, and the way they influence each other tends to the 
making of that complex experience which is common to all the saints 
and which is fully opened by the n.postle Paul in Rom Yii. and expressed 
by Newton in the hymn :-

" Strange and mysterious is my life, 
What opposities I feel within, 

A stable peace, a constant ~trife, 
The rule of grace, the power of sin ; 

Too often I am captive led, 
Yet often triumph in my Head." 

The natural man remains unaltered after conversion, the proportions, 
of the body. the facial appearance, the varied tastes and temperaments,. 
with the endowments of the mind remain intact. Though this is so 
"abounding grace" regulates the body, refines the features, govern; 
the tastes, curbs the temperaments and utilizes the endowments for 
better purposes than formerly. However, the restraint of "reigning· 
grace " is often broken, and for a time the flesh appears to be in the
ascendancy, until the impotency of the child of God to do the good he 
would, or to refrain from the evil he would not, cries out, " 0 wretched 
man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death ? " 

The constant warfare and conflict between flesh and spirit often fills
the soul with dismay, and the mind with doubt and the consequent 
unrest of spirit. Under such circumstances we do well to remember· 
that conYersion is not putting a patch of new cloth on the old garment, 
nor putting new wine into the old bottle, nor yet the ending or mending
of the flesh, which, though it be checked is still vigorous with all its. 
sinful appetites and desires ; ever ready for the exercise of that 
dominion which it once held, and would have continued to hold had it. 
not been for the new spiritual creation ; hence it is written, " Sin shall 
not haYe dominion over you, for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace." 

It is Yery common for those who are young in divine life, in the days. 
of their first Joye and blessedness, to imagine that either the flesh and 
th~ things born of it are dead, or, at any rate so subdued as to be 
powerless ; that, when they find the latent forces of sin are still alive· 
and unchanged they begin to question the reality of the profession 
they have made, and to doubt their real interest in the grace of God. 
A proper understanding of the subject in hand would teach such :-(a)• 
That spiritual life is an entire new creation, a new man ; beginning 
with the new birth wrought by the mysterious agency of the Holy 
Ghost. (b) That the flesh (however much it is brought under sub
jection) is still sinful, carnal, and corrupted in every part, and in which 
dwells no good thing. (c) That these contrary principles are ever 
antagonistic, lusting and striving one against another in the breast of 
every heir of salvation. So that even such as have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit groan within themselves, waiting for the adoption; to wit-the· 
redemption of the body. 
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SUNSET RAYS. 
BY A GARDEN LABOURER. 

"Thou sha.lt come to thy grave in a. full age, like a.s a shock of c,rn is gathered 
in his sea.son."-Job v. 26. 

ALTHOUGH Job's friends were not great comforters, this one seems 
to have uttered that which must be comforting to one whose 

conscience tells him that as far as in him lies, he has done right. .Job 
doubtless felt this, although through intense pain and trouble he spoke 
words of much complaint and indignant remonstrance, but still his faith 
upheld him, and he said, " When He has tried me I shall come forth as 
gold," and again," Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him," and his 
-confidence was not misplaced, he did " come forth " and he was brought 
to his grave "full of days." And so, brother and sister believer, shall 
you and I have this blessing. We shall live our appointed time here 
upon earth, and, having faith in Jesus, we shall have this persuasion 
through life, and when our days upon earth are accomplished we shall 
go dawn to thlil grave fully ripe for the heavenly garner, like as a shock 
of corn is gathered in, and if like Job and like the shock of corn, you have 
honoured God in your life, He will honour you in your death, and the 
works which the Holy Ghost has said shall follow them that die in the 
Lord, shall be told to those that succeed you in your earthly place. _.\.nd 
think on this, ye that follow after righteousness, and know that the Lord 
will fulfil His Word, even if you that speak it or live it be the weakest 
of His upon earth and it shall be strength and comfort to whom it shall 
be made so. " For as the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven 
and watereth the earth and causeth it to bring forth and bud, so that it 
may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My Word be 
that goeth out of My mouth, it shall not return unto Me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please and prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it." Rejoice, my brother and sister, forasmuch as we know that 
" our labour is not in vain in the Lord." · And in your parting hour 
take comfort that the bread which you have cast upon the waters shall 
be found after many days. 

THE DISCIPLES TROUBLED. 
BY w. E. TEBBUTT. 

"Let not your heart be troubled."-John xiv. 1. 

PERPLEXING are often the scenes and the sorrows that God's people 
have to pass through. Many great lessons are learnt by the 

Christian in the midst of trouble. Experience is gained ; prayer is 
more fervent ; the throne of grace is visited more frequent ; the trust of 
the rbeliever is in God, who has said, " Call upon Me in the day of 
trouble I I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." The faith of 
.the true disciple is fixed on Him, Who has the power to deliver from 
the troubled scenes of life's chequered pathway, knowing that no trouble 
is too hard for the Lord to remove. Christ harl told His disciples in 
the previous chapter that He was going to leave them, and, oh ! wp.at 
-sorrow and sadness was theirs because their great Master was going away. 
Why was He going ? Was it not that the purposes of God should be 
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fulfilled, that Christ should die to redeem the Church, to purchase their 
release? Where was He going to? to Calvary. There to suffer, there· 
to endure, there to die, that guilty sinners (who deserved death) might 
haYe life eternal. · 

Jesus before He left them, comforted His disciples with the hop(of 
beaYen. What does He say ? "Let not your heart be troubled : ye· 
helieYe in God, belieYe also in Me. In My Father's house are many 
mansions : if it were not so I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you.'' What will cheer the weary pilgrim to-day, as it has in 
the ages that are past ? What will stimulate him to press forward, and 
to look upward ? Is it not that heavenly rest, that peaceful joy, that 
happy home, that rest from trouble, that glorious song that shall be 
sung on Canaan's heavenly shore? 

This is a stimulus to the tried child, because he knows that he is 
journeying to a better country, au· heavenly hoine, where all tears shall 
be wiped away, where there shall be no night, no darkness. · 

The Christian knows what trouble is within and without. Tried iri 
circumstances, perplexed and harassed by Satan, who is ever seeking to 
bring· into captivity of mind and bondage of soul, but out of this ,the 
Lord deli,ers. 

The disciples loved Jesus. Their hearts were very sad at His going 
away. They were going to lose Him for a time, but did they· not 
rejoice when He appeared to them after His resurrection? Their sorro\iis 
were turned into happiness, and they held communion with Him whose 
departure they had previously mourned ; whose going away filled them 
with sorrow. · 

There is comfort in God's Word for the troubled ones, who is with 
His faithful followers in the hour of need. . The sympathies of Christ 
are with such, for He has known what it is to be tempted and tried 
when He was on earth among men; now He is in heaven, 

" His heart is made of tenderness, 
His bowel~ melt with love." 

GOD'S LEADINGS AND TEAOHINGS. 
(Jatli,1e, 1if the LaM 8er;no11s preached by the late MR. W. E. THOMSETT, at 

Prurideuce, Heading, Febmary 2pth and 24th, 1898. Talcen clown by 
Miss J. E. MARTIN. 

'· He found him, He led him about and instructed him: He kept him as 
the apple of His eye."-Deut. xxxii. 10. 

MOSES was drawing near to the end of an eventful life. For forty 
years he was educated at the king's expense ; then he was in 

the wilderness forty years ; then another forty he was leader of God's 
people in the same wildernei;,s. Now he recapitulates these events, and, 
f,-iving them into the hands of the priests, he tells them the words of 
our text. I like this text ; there is so much of God iri it, so much of 
man's receiving. God found him because He knew where he was, and 
his hand and heart upon Him. We have here:-

I.-A RE)IARKA.HLE DrscoVERY. He found him-not the world 
uniYersally. He finds His people now alone and wande1·ing 
without God. He found us without a guide, except our own 
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spirit, and He constituted Himself our Guide. Israel were 
expmied to so many dangers and temptations, they had no chart. 
Where had we been to-day with.out the chart ol God's Holy Word 1 
God, Himself, provided this ehart. God supplied them : He gave 
them bread from heaven, nourishing, sustaining, sufficient; He 
brought it day by day, and yet rebellious man was dissatisfied. Have 
we a stone to throw at them 1 Should we have acted more wisely 1 
God seeks us by His Spirit, convincing us of sin, and showing us our 
emptiness and poverty. He searches by His Word; it ha.'! sometimes 
brought us weeping before Him. He saves us by His grace, and thus 
makes known He has sought us. 

II.-THE DIVINE L EADINGS. What is the agency 1 The powerful 
influence of His Spirit acting in our minds. As the Spirit leads and 
guides us it brings our will in subjection to His own. He acts on our 
judgment, that when we feel we dare not say "I am my Beloved's" 
with assurance, yet our judgment says we are His. 

He led them. It does not say He drove them, or acted harshly. 
Leading seems to imply kindness, gentleness. They were His Israel; 
objects of His own love and care; subjects of His grace. It was an 
intricate way. He frustrates our designs, knocks down our plans; 
when He marks the road, it must be right and best. Can you always 
reconcile the strange dealings 1 Ah! He brings us low that He may 
have the honour of raising us; too much of self about it if we had our 
way. However strange, it is ours to follow. 

" Every dark a_nd bending line, 
Meets in the centre of His love." 

It is like a maze to us, but God sees it, all. 
It is a circuitou,s way. In our pilgrimage pathway what a mercy 

God takes us in hand and makes us willing to go. Sometimes God's 
ways are strange, and we say,"Not so Lord;" but He says," Be still, and 
know that I am God." I don·t say they were always satisfied, because 
they threatened to return to Egypt, but they never started. He is 
still leading, it will be the wisest path. 

" His providence unfolds the Book, 
And makes His counsels shine; 

Each opening leaf and every stroks . 
Fulfils some deep design." 

It may not be the smoothest, but by-and-bye, we shall see it is the 
only path leading to the permanent abode. 

III.-DIVINE INSTRL"CTION. He is a God of infinite patience, and 
infinite longsuffering. By what means does He instruct 1- Sometimes 
He leaves us to ourselves. "Ephmim is joined to idols, let him alone ; " 
and what will be the effect 1 We shall soon know our own weakness. 
Ephraim soon became sick of his folly, and God brought him, with 
weeping and supplication, to His feet. He leads us also to see our 
evil propensities, till we turn away from ourselves, and turn to Him, 
and say," Blessed Master, leave us no longer." 

He has another mode of teaching . By His "\V ord. By this, we 
are made to feel the necessity of the atoning blood of Jesus ; and He 
.teaches us the righteousness of Jesus, and about Himself. We little 
know what evils He keeps us from. He not only s,ives, but pardons 
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and presen•es us. How does He pa.rdon? Actually-by the transfer 
of our sins t,o Jesus ; manifestedly-by the power of His Spirit, bear
ing witness with ours, we are children of God. He teaches us by 
experience to know and feel the value of the fruits of the Spirit. As 
evidences, we are subjects of eternal love and life. By nature, there 
is plenty of pride and self-conceit, but the Spirit works in us to will 
and t-0 do of His good pleasure, and then hope springs up. 

IY.-SAFE KEEPING. Kept as the apple of the eye. Did ever 
you think of that 1 In the hour of thy weakness and sorrow, thou art 
kept with the power of God's Spirit. You know how God has placed 
the eyeball in the socket, kept with all care and tenderness; so the 
child of God is kept in the midst of danger. So all things a1·e working 
for good, weaning us from man. No small mercy to be so divinely 
kept, that one day we shall see His face. 

This is what God is doing for all His blood-bought. family. 
(To be conti1iued.) 

·· IN THE DAY OF ADVERSITY CONSIDER." 
A FOURFOLD MEMORIAL. 

MY DEAR BROTHER B.a.NKS,-In the mother of all good books Solomon gives 
this advice : "In the day of.adversity consider." This is the day of adversity 
at Brixton Tabernacle, we having lost four old members, by death, within a 
few weeks. The .first was 

Miss CRoss, 
an aged lady, who had been twenty-five years a member, one of the firstfruits 
of my labours at Brixton. She was for many years a pensioner on the Home 
for Incurables. On March 30th she was somewhat better, and came to the service 
on that evening. She entered the schoolroom with the usual smile, bowing to 
several who sat near her, and joined in singing the opening hymn. Mr. 
T. Carr had just commenced reading 1 Peter i., when Miss Cross gave a 
gasp, a faint "Oh! " and on being carried into the deacons' vestry, she was 
found to be dead. She was a constant attendant at the House of God, a true 
Christian, and an ardent lover of a free grace Gospel. The second was 

JOHN BATTSON, 
who departed this life April 7th. He was for many years a preacher of the 
Gospel, and an acceptable supply to many Churches, both in London and the 
country. I enjoyed with him upwards of thirty years unbroken friendship. I 
stood by him whilst he breathed his last. His dying testimony to me was, 
·· On the Rock, quite safe, my brother." Oh, how peacefully he closed his eyes. 
The third one was 

Mas. DENNIS. 
I can say but little of her, she being absent from home, having gone to 
Ha.11iings for the benefit of her health. All the information that reached me 
is, that on the evening of May 30th she was so much better in herself, that 
after tea she wrote to her servant, to inform her that she intended to return 
next day. The next tidings were, that she died suddenly the same evening, 
soon after retiring to rest ; it pleased God to take her into that rest that 
remaineth for the righteous. The fo1wth was our lamented brother 

WILLIAM GRANT. 
He has been for ten years the Church's delegate to the Association. He was 
eleven years treasurer to the Church ; thirteen years a deacon, and fifteen 
yea:r~ a iueiu ber. He had a very, painful illness, with cancer on the tongue. 
TI.us poor man lost bis speech several weeks before the Lord took him, but 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 305 

his mind was at perfect peace. He will be greatly missed by the Church. 
He was deligent in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. We mourn-
fully bid him farewell. C. COR:-IWF.LL. 

[Nothing he.a touched ne more keenly of lo.le as the above from our dear brother 
Oorawe11. The going home of those who have pa.sqed their three,core-a.nd-ten, hoa 
something which nature.Uy brings us to yield to the will of God ; hut when one in 
the prime of life Is to.ken from a. sphere of nsefulae~s in the Church of God, we a.re 
Rtrlcken with sorrow. We sincerely sympathise with the pMtor a.ad friends at
Brlxtoa, and pray they me.y be supported under this very heavy trial-J, W. B.] 

THE LATE MRS. ANDREWS, 
Who fell asleep in Jesus, August 25, 1898. 

FROM early childhood my beloved wife was the subject of deep convictions, a 
lover of the sanctuary and God's servants. Being brought up under a free 
grace ministry, nothing else would suit her; she was no wanderer after new 
things, but would travel miles to hear the truth. She was specially attached 
to the late Mr. Dunster, for some years pastor of the S. P. B. Church, at Stoney 
Knappe, having received much spiritual blessing under his ministry. After 
removal from Dorsetshire to Exeter, from there to Yeovil, where she spent 11 
years under the pastorate of the late 

MR. VARDER, 
whose ministry was made a rich blessing to her, and to whom she was greatly 
attached, she was baptized there and joined to the Yeovil Church, the late 
. MR. HUXHAM 
preaching the baptismal sermon, about 18 years since. From thence she 
removed to Uffington, where she made many dear friends amongst the 
worshippers there, after which she went to Bournemouth, where the Church is 
kept up on the supply system; here she became known and loved by many of 
the Lord's dear people. One incident she related to me with reference to 

MR. STEADlIAN, 
who had several times preached there. The first few times she heard him, 
there was nothing for her at all, till she thought she would not hear him again. 
SQ the next time he was going to preach, she wended her way to the Presby
terian Church. She stopped outside to read the notices; while doing so, a voice 
-came to her, "Will ye also go away?" when she answerecl, "No, Lord! " and 
went back to the chapel, and under Mr. Steadman's sermon that night received 
such a rich blessing that she went home praising the Lord, and from that 
itime there was no more barrenness under Mr. Steadman's ministry. 

From there she returned to Yeovil for a_ short time, and then ea me to live 
at Trowbridge, where I was introduced to her by 

MR. GRUBER, 
and in about three months from that time, she became my wife in answer to 
the prayers of her lifetime, that if ever she was married, the dear Lord 
would give her one of His servants to be her husband; but not for long, we 
·have only been married lf years, and then the Lord took her to Himself. 
Often was she afraid that she had only the name to live, and how earnestly 
would she beg of the dear Lord to assure her of her interest in His redeeming 
love, and often repeated the lines :-

.and again, 

" Weary of earth a.nd self and sin, 
Dee.r Jesus •et me free, 

And to Thy ,dory take me in, 
For there I long to be ; "' 

"There I shall bathe my weary soul 
In seas of heavenly rest, 

And not a. wave of trouble roll 
Across my peaceful breast." 

I believe she had a presentiment of her departure fo_r the last five or _six 
weeks of her life, as she arranged her matters all so mmutely that nothmg 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

that wns necessary of attention was left undone. She told. me not to bo
snrprised if I found her dead at any moment, and she did. not mind how soon 1 

if she conld bnt feel herself ready to go, but she dreade.d the 01•deal of parting_ 
with me and lea Ying me alone. Bnt the dear Lord, in mercy to her, prevented 
that by taking he,· sndrlenly. I feel as if I can hardly realize it to be true, 
bnt she is gone and I am left alone. I have found several pieces of poetry of 
her composing, Yery nice, all shewing the earnest longing of her heart to know 
that she is the Lord's, and to be led, guided, and taught by Him. 

1lr. Haddon. c,f Bath, conducted the funeral service in Hilperton Church
yard. on Momlay, August 29th; there was a large number attended to manifest 
their love and esteem for her. Mr. Raddon also preached on the W edneMday 
e,·ening, testifying to her deep humility and earnest devotedness to the services 
of God's house, ascribing it all to the g-Iory of God's grace. J. ANDREWS. 

Hilperton. Trowbridge, Wilts. 

THE LATE MR. EDWARD DEBNAM. 

OK Lord's-day, September 4th, Mr. Edward Debnam passed away at his 
residence at Botishai:n Lode, near Cambridge, at the advanced age of 82 years. 
Although for some tnne past the health of the deceased had been gradually 
failing. the news of his sudden death caused us great surprise. On the morning 
of his decease. awaking early, he appeared as well as usual. Falling asleep 
again he was heard to utter one groan, which was the only sign of the passing 
of his spirit from earth to heaven. 

For many years '.\ir. Debnam has been known to several of the Strict 
Baptist Churches as a faithful and fearless preacher of the Gospel of the grace 
of God. 

When a young man. he became a member of the Baptist Church at Chelms
ford. Soon after this he be.!ame possessed with an intense desire to be engaged 
in the work of preaching the Gospel. We have heard him relate with pleasure 
how that/after a season of severe anxiety concerning his call to the ministry, 
he recei,·ed \n direct answer to prayer a message from the Master. Expecti~g 
to hear a strange minister, he had prayed that some word might be spoken m 
c01::fi.rmation of the Divine call which he felt he had received. 

The preacher announced as his text the words, " Go, stand and speak in the 
temple to the people all the words of this life" (Acts v. 20). The sermon 
throughout was listened to by Mr. Debnam with rapt attention. His convic 0 

tions were thoroughly strengthened. Numerous opportunities offering them
selves. from this time he was constantly engaged in. the Lord's work, almost 
until the time of his death. 

During the course of his ministry, he sustained three pastorates, viz., at 
M.aldon, in Essex ; at Sudbury, in Suffolk; and at Saxlingham, in Norfolk. 
Relinquishing pastoral duties, he removed into Cambridgeshire, and for several! 
years itinerated. 

The announcement of his death will recall to many, memories of his tall, 
upright figure, and of his solemn, and venerable, yet pleasant face. The 
congregations to whom he ministered were composed chiefly of elderly people, 
most of whom were established Christians. 

His ministry was doubtless used more to the comforting of saints than to 
the converEion of sinners, clinging tenaciously to the good old ways and ~he 
grand old doctrines; being a pronounced man of truth, he had no sympathy w1t_h 
either modern methods, nor modern notions. The one absorbing desire of !us 
life was to know and to preach the" truth as it is in J equs." Towards the close 
of his life bis delight was to meditate upon the greatness and the glory of the 
Hedeemer's work and Person. As he was nearing the end of his journey? he 
cared less for Christian controversy, but much more for Christian commumon. 

Tl1e funeral took place at the Chelmsford Cemetery, at which Mr. S. J(. 
Blaud kindly officiated. After an appropriate address by Mr. Bland, those 
present, according to the wish of the deceased, joined in si11ging the well-known 
hymn, commencing:-
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"When i Rurvey the wond)'oua cross, 
On which the Prince of Glory died." 

In full assurance of a glprio~~- r;~urre.ction, we committed the remains of onr 
beloved friend to tho keeping of the tomb. We are looking forward to tl,e 
time of re-union when, with the host of the redeemed, in the likeness of Christ 
we shall together see Him face to face. 

Thus another labourer in the Master's vineyard has enterer! upon tliat eternal 
rest remaining for the people .of God. For several years it was a source of 
great joy to the deceased to know that, while he was preaching the Gospel his 
son, pastor J. R. Debnam, and grandson, were engaged in the samfi work. 'He, 
being dead, yet speaketh, and will, we trust, continue to speak in the genera
tions following. 

As we remember the circumstanceR of bis departure, we are reminded how 
silently and suddenly the messenger of death may come to each one of us. 
In the brightness of early Sabbath morning, the angel from heaven appeared. 
to conduct the spirit.of the departed to the presence of the King. 

His end was peace. After a•period of fifty years of service and suffering. 
he sweetly and almost. silently foll on sleep. 

"Sure the last end 
.. Of the good man iR-i>eace ! How calm his exit. ! 

Night-dews fall not. more gently to the ground, 
N. or weary ,wo~n:?lit winds .expire so soft." 

39, Sutherland-square, S.E. 

Savoury Sayings 
for Sensible · Sinners 

and Seeking Souls~ 
By Ancient Authors and Modern Men. 

SUCH. is the natural propensity . Of 
man's hea.rt to the way of the law in 
opposition to Christ, that, as the tainted 
vessel· turns the taste of the ·purest 
liquor put into it, so the natural man 
turns the very Gospel into law; and 
would transform the covenant .Of grace 
into a covenant of works,-Boston. 

AMID the paroxysms of pain, his 
frequent utterance was-" Looking unto 
Jesus I None but Christ. Death has 
no sting, Christ has taken it away." 
And only half-an-hour before the spirit 
fled, he intimated with a smile, "that 
he felt that to be with Christ waa far 
better."-D1•, l'oldst1·ea11i. 

THE Word of God unfolds something 
of God, something ot angel&, something 
of man, and something of devils, some
thing of heaven, something of earth, 
and something of hell, and shows what 
man was, what he i&, and what he will 
be ; it shows how sin entered, what it 
has done, and how put away, - J. 
Jenne1·. 

WE read the titles of Jehovah,-the 
Lord God Almighty, the Most High, the 
Eternal God, and II I am that I am," &c., 
and though we ascribe various perfec
tions to God, they are not to be con
sidered as separate parts, or separately 
subsisting in Him ; they are all one in 
the unity of the Divine essenoe, "One 
Lord."- H'. Ga1·1·a1·rl, Lefrester. 

E.J. D. 

Tl!E PRINCESS AMELIA, DAUGHTER 
OF GEORGE 111.-'·You have been a 
good child ta your parents (said the 
venerable monarch), we have nothing 
for which to reproach you ; but I need 
not tell you that it is not c,f yourself 
alone that you can be saved, and that 
your acceptance with God must depend 
on your faith and trust in the merits of 
the Redeemer." "I know it," replied 
the dying princess, with gentle resig
nation, "and I ,·ould not wish Jin· a 
bette1· tntst." 

PRINCE ALBERT ,-A. few days before 
the Prince's death, the Princess Alice. 
at his request, played several of his 
favourite hymns and chorals. After she 
had played some time she looked round 
and saw him lying back, his hands 
folded as if in prayer and his eyes shut. 
He lay so long without moving that she 
thought he had fallen asleep, -Preaently 
he looked up and smiled. She said. 
"Were you asleep, dear papa?" "Oh 
no," he answered ; "only I have such 
sweet thoughts." His hands were often 
folded in prayer; and when he did not 
speak, his serene face showed that the 
11 happy thoughts" were with him to 
the end, He loved to hear hymns and 
prayers. On one occasion he said to the 
Queen, "We don't know in what state 
we shall meet again ; but that we shall 
recognize each other, and be together in 
eternity, I am perfectly certain." 
During his illness he frequently re
peated (and it may be regarded as his 
dying testimony to the preciousness of 
Christ) Toplady's beautiful h)·mn :-

" Rock of Ages. cleft form~, 
Let me bide myself in Thee." 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION, 
THE annual meetings of this Mission 
will take place (D.V.) on the 25th in
stant. On this occasion a strong chord 
of joy will be struck, the power and 
sweetness of which we fully believe 
will be filled and sustained by the 
breathing of the Spirit of the Lord, 
and will vibrate, spread, and continue 
in many gracious hearts and many of 
the Cllurches at home. 

Last year we met under dark clouds 
of sorrow, and the voices of joy were 
restrained; yet we gathered with aug• 
mented hope and strengthened faith, 
strengthened by the very trials that to 
carnal reason seemed amply sufficient 
to justify despair and the dissolution 
of the Society. The year's history is a 
blessed chapter of confirmations and 
encouragements, whether the home or 
the Indian pages of the record be under 
review. The darkness of the ni8'ht has 
passed and the light of the day 1s ours. 
Let us work while it is day. 

We look forward with delight to 
iriving as hearty a welcome to brother 
ERNEST A. BOOTH on the 2,,th as it has 
ever been the privilege of the Lord's 
disciples to accord to any yoke-fellow 
in His service. We rejoice that he will 
stay with us for a season, and many of 
the Churches in our favoured land will 
have the benefit of his presence and 
service. 

We especially invite brethren and 
sisters who a.re perplexed in regard to 
mission matters to take the fullest 
advantage of such meetings, and par• 
ticula.rly of the annual meetings at 
Soho. . 

That the Great Shepherd should have 
given such sterling, devoted. and brave 
brethren in the field as S. Hutchin11on 
and E. A. Booth (and ea.eh of them with 
such true and proved missionary fitness, 
so gentle, so yearning, so persistent), is 
matter for increasing thanksgiving and 
justifies the freest and largest-hearted 
devotion of silver and gold to this sacred 
ea.use. Our words a.bout our brethren 
are not adulatory-thus, to have written 
them would have been to mock the 
brethren and to dishonour God,-but the 
simple recognition of the Lord's sove
reignty,wisdom, and grace in endowing, 
proving, and training His beloved ser
vants. Nor are they now single-handed, 
but of the other workers we have not 
space to write here. The "Occasional 
Pa.per" and brother Booth's testimony 
will supply the welcome information. 

Particulars of the anniversary 
arrangements a.re in the advertisement 
on the Wrapper. 

was held on August 1st, when l\Ir. R. 
Mutimer preached in the afternoon. The 
sermon was listened to with pleasure. 
A good number united with UA at the 
tea and were refreshed. At G.30 the 
pastor took the chair, commenced with 
hymn, "Kindred in Christ," &c., read 
Rom. xii. Mr. Wright led us in prayer. 
The chairman gave a brief account of 
the Lord's dealings for the past ten 
years of goodness and mercies of the 
God of all grace, then called upon Mr. 
G. Flower to address the meeting. Mr. 
R. Mutimer followed with good words 
and true. A very happy meeting was 
brought to a close by singing and 
prayer. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY 
AT PHILIP LANE, TOTTENHAM. 

ON Lord's-day, July 31st, the pastor 
preached morning and evening to good 
congregations, In the afternoon a 
service was held for the young people. 
Several hymns were sung by the 
childi:_en, and short addressee given by 
Mr; Littleton, of Keppel-street. and the 
pastor, which were much appreciated 
by all present. 

On Monday, August let (Bank Holi
day), pastor H. T. Chilvers preached in 
the afternoon to a good congregation, 
the Word was much enjoyed by our 
peopleJ as he was enabled to speak so 
poweriully on the mercy of God and its 
satisfying principles. Tea was provided 
at five, nearly a hundred present. 

In the evening a public meeting was 
held, our brother George Lovelock 
ably presiding. Hymn 953 Denham's 
was sung, Our chairman read pa.rt of 
2 Kings v., and brother G, Elnaugh led 
us in prayer. Hymn 1017wassung, then 
our chairman gave us some very appro• 
priate remarks from 2 Tim. iii. 15. Our 
brother W. Nash, gave the report of our 
school, which was encouraging. About 
ninety children on the books, and the 
average attendance about seventy; the 
improvement in the conduct of the 
children during the year was specially 
noticed. 

Our brother Hewitt, who is always 
welcomed amongst us, gave a profit
able word on 11lorious things. 

After singmg 266, from Sunday
school Hymnal <which we have judt in• 
troduced into our school), our brother 
I. R. Wakelin, who had come in unex
pectedly, but we were all glad to see 
him, as he is such a friend to Sunday
school work, gave us a suitable word, 
which was much enjoyed by our young 
people. Brother Chilvers followed, 
speaking from the words, "Be not weary 

ACTON TABERNACLE.-The tenth in well doing." Hie word will echo for 
a.nniversaryoftheopeningofthechapel I many a day to come, it drew tears to 



many eyes. Hymn 1 from appendix 
was sung and our brother W. Webb, who 
had not been to see us before, gave 
some good advice, to pastor, tea.cliers, 
pa.rents, as he said only an old man can. 
Hymn lH sung. 

Our brother S. B. Caplin gave us a 
very suitable word on the constra.ining 
power of the love of Christ. Our brother 
was helped to give encouragement to 
the tea.ohers in the school. The pastor 
was then called upon. He ea.id : One 
theme fills my heart just now, that is, 
"Gratitude" (Christians should be so). 
First to God who has been so gracious 
to us. Then to our chairman for his 
help. To our brethren who have spoken 
to us so suitably to our profit. To all 
our friends from sister Churches who 
have come to cheer us in our work. To 
all the friends who have given the tea 
that proceeds might go to our school 
funds. To our lady friends who have 
worked so willingly, so cheerfully, in 
this a.universa.ry, as they always do. 
" Wha.t should we do without them?" 
To our friend and brother Mr. Little· 
ton, who has ta.ken such interest in 
training our young people in the sing
ing, and our friend Miss Bartholomew, 
wlio is always at her post at the 
harmonium. Last, but not least, to our 
contributors, who have ma.de our collec
tions at this anniversary, £8 4s. 6d. 

Our one word is, "Dependent, stiH 
dependent on God," on the prayers, 
and sympathy of our friends. 

Hymn 205 from Sunday-school 
Hymnal was very heartily sung, and our 
chairman closed with prayer. This 
ended another very happy day at 
Tottenham. 

DESFORD, LEICESTER.-The anni
versary of this village cause was held 
on July 21st, when sermons were 
preached by the writer in the afternoon 
and eveninir, Friends were present at 
both services from "Providence," 
"Zion," and "Ebenezer" (Leioester),also 
from Coa.lville and elsewhere. The tea 
meeting was well attended, and the 
collections good. We were greatly 
favoured as to the weather, and the 
occasion proved one for joy and thanks
giving, so that our friends there felt 
much enooura.ged.-A. E. R. 

Redeemer. The scholars, numbering 
a.bout 140, sang special hymns and 
anthems, and the collections exceeded 
£15, We were glad to meet the vener
able pastor, Mr. Abraham Dea.con, who 
has presided over them for forty-six 
years, and is indeed the father of the 
ea.use, it having originated through his 
J)_reacning in a cottage many years ago. 
We were also pleased to meet with the 
aged Mr. Garner, formerly for many 
years Superintendent of the school, but 
now blind. Our intercourse with other 
spiritual brethren and sisters wa.s most 
delightful, and we trust that many 
were able to thank God and take 
courage.-A. E. R. 

STEPNEY.-By the gra.ce of God we 
celebrated the 4th anniversary of the 
pastorate of Mr. J. Parnell, at Wellesley
street, Lord's-day, ,June 12th. The 
pastor delivered two excellent dis
courses, the morning text from 
"Harken, my beloved brethren, ha.th 
not God chosen the poor of this world. 
rich in faith,and heirs of the kingdom?" 
The preacher spoke upon the text in the 
following order :-Firstly, they are 
elected. Secondly, they are rich. 
Thirdly, they are heirs. The evening 
discourse was from ,; And ye shall eat 
in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise 
the name of the Lord your God." The 
subject was dealt with thus. Mercy in 
the gift of plenty. Satisfaction in the 
use of plenty. Gratitude in the use of 
plenty. The following Tuesday after
noon, Mr. T. Jones (of New Cro~sl, 
preached a most instructive and 
spiritual sermon on " The unsearchable 
riches of Christ." Mr. James Barmore 
presided at evening meeting a.nd read 
1 Peter i. Mr. Burbridge offered prayer. 
The chairman expressed his pleasure at 
being able, through the goodness of God, 
to be present. He traced the mercy of 
God in providence and grace, extolling 
the grace that had kept him in member
ship with the Church of God for fifty
one years. Mr. Mutimer spoke from, 
"And preached unto him Jesus." He 
said we must preach Him as a dorious 
Person. He laid aside all His glory to 
be the companion of rebels, to put away 
sin, to dwell in the sinner's heart. Mr. 
Belcher based his remarks upon,;, Fear 
not, little flcolr," etc. He !!aid the flock 

FLEOKNEY, LEICESTER. - The is a chosen flock, scattered by sin, but 
Sunday-school anniversary of the Strict gathered by the Good Shepherd. Our 
Ba.titist cause in this lovely village, was pastor addressed us upon," He bath le1 
held on Lord's-day, July 10th, So many me." He said : The Lord led me before I 
friends came in from the surrounding knew it, in fact I do not remember the 
villages, that the entire (!h_a.pel, time when I did not cry to God for 
galleries, and vestry, were positiv~ly meroy. The great thought was then, 
crowded with eager and attentive Where shall I spend my eternity? Who 
hearers Extra seats were obtained to was it that led me to speak about it. to 
fill up ~very available spot in the aisles, think about it? It was Jehovah. The 
&o and then many were compelled to hand of God is in it, the providence of 
st~iid outside at the open doors. The God is in it, the revelation of His divine 
writer endeavoured to exalt a precious I purpose is in it all. He led me into the 
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Soriptures. Mr. Dadewell dwelt upon, 
" As cold water to a thirsty soul, eo is 
good news from a far oountry." He 
asked, What is the water that the thirsty 
soul longs for, but the Lord Jesus Christ 1 
The soul that drinks of Christ will 
want Him all a.long the Christian path
way. Good news, news of the Father's 
love ; good news, "Him that cometh 
unto me. I will in no wise oa.st out." Mr. 
N' oyes spoke of the blessing-a aooruing 
from an int.erest in the oovena.nt of 
tl'raoe. This happy and profitable meet
ing was ooncluded by singing, and 
prayer by the cha.irma.n.-HAYTER 
SCRIYENER, 

KE-OPENING OF REHOBOTH, 
BEDFORD ROAD. CLAPHAM. 

RE-OPENING services were held on 
Tuesday, August 9th, when pastor T. 
Jones, of New Cross, preached in the 
afternoon at 3.30 to a goodly number 
from the words in John xvi. 2i, It was 
a soul-refreshing time. 

In the evening at 6.30 a public 
meeting was held, the oha.pel being 
well filled. Mr. J. W, Banks oocupied 
the chair. The hymn, "Come, Thou 
Fount of every blessing-," was sung, 
Psa.. lx:a:iv. read, and brother Brown 
led us to the throne of grace. 

The chairman gave a. short address 
upon the subjeot that had called them 
together, and asked brother Fuller, the 
hon. secretary, to read the report,which 
sa.id:-
Dear Friends,-We as a committee have 

much pleasure in laying before you this 
report. On February 16th a meeting was 
held to ta.ke into consideration the advisa.
bility of re-seating onr chapel, as the 
present seats were very uncomfortable. 
Plans were snbmitted showing the con
struction of seats and platform, the 
estimated cost being about £70. 

Two lady friends promised £5 each, which 
gave a stimulus to proceed; a brother had 
also promised to erect a new entrance to 
.the front with brick work, iron railings, 
and two lamps free of cost. 

A committee of seven was formed, with 
brother Waits as chairman, to take the 
matter in hand. 

It was then proposed that the writer should 
take the office of secretary and treasurer. 
Collecting cards were printed and dis
tributed. We also applied to the Strict 
Baptist Association for a donation. which 
"'as generously responded to by the snm 
of £10. 

The heating of the chapel has been better 
arranged. 

The ceiling and walls have been washed, 
re-coloured. &c. The schoolroom and 
Yesrries have been renovated, papered, 
and va.rn,shed. 

The pool has been raised and made more 
rLccessible for baptizing, which we hope 
the de"'r Lord will cause ns soon and 
often to Ube as evidences upon contrite 
,ouls. enabling them to keep His com
mandments. 

We nc,w come to fignrea. as I daresay some 
have come with heavy pockets to l)elp 
clear otr the debt incurred. Of course, 

you will perceive we ho.ve IL little over
stepped the bounds of onr flr•t arro.ngo
ment., but yon will see it wn,s necessary to 
do so now, instead of having to do It 
another vear. 

\Ve pnrchased our seats ready-made at rt 
Yery rea.sonable price, 1tnd we think they 
will meet with general approval. 

The whole cost is about £80 ~s. Od. We have 
collected by cards and promises the snm 
of £66 17s. 8d., leaving us in debt tho sum 
of £22 4s. lOd,, which we congratulate ,mr
selves as being a moderate sum, consider
the amount of work done. 

We take this opport.nnity of thanking o.11 
our friends who have so generously re
sponded to our appeo.1. 'fhe chairs for the 
platform are the gift of one of onr 
friends. 

The front fence, lamps, &c., has been 
erected at a cost of a.bout £50, the gift of 
one of our friends. 

Hymn, " Stand up and bless the 
Lord," was then sung, and the follow
ing ministers addressed the meeting
Brethren Cornwell, Parnell, ·steele, 
Jones, Beecher, and Waite. 

Collections amounted to between £5 
and £6. Promises were also ma.de, and 
we believe the debt will be cleared in 
about a ·month. 

The repairs, seats, &c., have been 
done by one of our seat-holders in a 
very satisfactory manner. The ch&J!el 
is a credit to us as a body of worship-
pers. · 

May the Lord's presence now be ma.de 
manifest in blessing His Word to ma.n7 
precious souls. We hope and trust this 
may be the continual prayer of a.11 who 
lor.e and fear His nam~, and to Him 
shall be the praise. 

Our friend and brother, Ea.de, of the 
Surrey Tabernacle, closed one of little 
Rehoboth's best meetings with prayer 
and the benediction by the chairman. 

C.H.F, 

CALVINISTIC PROTESTANT 
GATHERING AT THE SHALLOWS, 

ISLE OF THANET, KENT. 
ON Wednesday, August 24, 1898, the 
friends of Mount Ephraim Strict Bap
tist Chapel, Tha.net - road, Ma.rga.t_e, 
visited the place of the meetings of ~lie 
anoient and origina.l persecuted Calvin
istic Churches in the Isle of Tha.net, 
trom which the present cause at Mount 
Ephraim has descended. 

About 75 persons assembled at -The 
Sha.Hows, and before ta.king tea a short 
service was held, commencing with ~he 
hymn, 

"Our God, om· help in ages past," &c. 
l\Jr. llarlick offered prayer, and 

Pastor E. ll!o.rsh, of Gurney-road, 
Stratford, gave out the hymn, 
· "Far down the ages now, 

Much of her journey done; 
The pil1?rim Church pursues ·her wo.y 

Until her crown be won." 
Mr. J. lla.rlick ga.ve a short address 

based on j;he words, " A declaration of 
tholll! things which a.re most surely be· 
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lleved among us," and ,aid the language 
of Luke well suited our experience and 
also our worehlp at that plaoe. 

Mr. Marsh read the hymn, whioh was 
heartily sung, 
· "All ho.ii the power of Jesu"s no.me," 
.and Mr. Harlick oouoluded by a short 
prayer and the benediction. After tea 
the meeting (presided over by Mr. J. 
Harliok) commenced by singing 

"O'er the gloomy hills of do.rkneas, 
Look, my soul, be still o.nd go.ze." 

The chairman read Psalm cxxi. and 
offered _J)rayer. 

Mr. T, Lawson, of Brighton, said: 
We have good cause indeed to thank 
-God that we live in better times than 
some of our forefathers. Our friend, 
Mr. Barliok, has just referred to "St. 
Bartholomew's" day. You know some
thing of the awful calamity with which 
that day is associated. I will not dwell 
upon that, but I feel that our position 
this evening is somewhat like that 
-expressed by Deborah in her song 
-(Judges v.), where she says, "They that 
are delivered from the noise of archerB, 
in the places of drawing of water, there 
.ehall they rehearse the righteous acts of 
thll Lord, even the righteous acts 
toward the inhabitants of His villages 
,in Israel. Then shall the people of the 
LORD go down to the gates." Of Joseph 
it is said, "The archers have solely 
.grieved him, and shot at him, and hated 
him" (Gen. xlix. 23). The archers, 
having not the grace that Joseph had, 
hated him, because of the special favour 
,of God manifested to him. "But his 
bow abode in strength, and the arms of 
'his hands were made strong by the 
hands of the mighty God of Jacob." In 
all ages the people of God have been 
hated bf the world, and h.ire is the 
-distingu1ehing feature of the family of 
God. John said, "Marvel not, my 
brethren, if the world hate you ; we 
_know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren.'' 
Love felt in the heart towards the chil
-dren of God, because of the grace of God 
that is in them is a sure evidence that 
we have passed from death unto life. In 
the record given of the formation of the 
·Church that was accustomed to meet in 
The Shallows we are told that it was 
'.first formed in 1690 ; that would indi
cate .that a better state of things had 
come '1,bout than existed in the two 
previous reigns. In James Il.'s reign 
persecution had not abated. Go back a 
little further, and you get into Charles 
11.'s reign, which was perhaps as perse
cuting as any, although Charles II. was 
not supposed to be a Papist. He was a 
Ritualist, and those who are Ritualists 
to-day are· just of the character of 
Charles II. Jall).es JI. succeeded him, 
and t~en followed William III. of 
Orange. On the 5th November, 1688, the 
. Prince of Orange first la11ded at Torquay, 

and about two years after that the 
people of God who worshipped here 
were formed into a Church. 

Here we may ask, How was it then 
that they had the privilege of meeting ! 
We have it recorded in Goldsmith's 
abridged " History of England" in 
words something like the@e : " Thc 
Prince of Orange was a Calvinist and 
therefore averse to persecution." 'rt iR 
contrary to thA principles of Calvinism 
to persecute. 

We are here this evening to thank 
God for the mercies manifested towards 
us, and we have to bless and praise His 
name for the grace which He gave to 
our forefathers in making them willing 
to suffer for conscience sake and for 
Christ's sake. Here then a Church 
was formed in 1690. Some, perhaps. 
may be ready to say, "A Church ? 
Why, you Nonconformists do not be
lieve in nor belong- to the Church." I 
wol!ld ask such persons, if they have 
a Bible at home, to turn to 1 Cor. i. and 
read ver. 2, where you will find these 
words," Unto the Church of God (ah! 
that makes all the difference), the 
Cliurch of God which is at Corinth. to 
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus 
and called to be saints." Here we have 
a Church made up of sinners called by 
Divine grace, that is, by the irresistible 
power of the working of the Holy 
Ghost, and it then follows ;, with all 
that in every place (even down here in 
The Shallows> call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, both their's and 
our's." 

The apostle tells us here what a 
Chl!rch is. "Church," according to the 
Scriptures (the Church of God), is a 
body of persons called out and sancti
fied or set apart in Christ Jesus. 

Well, dear friends, we are here to 
rehearse the righteous acts of the 
Lord. 1 will tell you of one or two. 
One of His righteous acts was the land
ing of our Protestant deliverer. William 
III., on English soil. He was a Calvin
ist, and, when sailing towards our 
shores, James II. had his fleet in the 
mouth of the Thames. But William 
knew not how soon James, with his 
fleet, might overtake him; yet he would 
not allow them to proceed on the Lord's. 
day. "It is the Lord's-day," said 
William, "anchor down," and he would 
not allow the anchors to be raised till 
the Sabbath bad passed ; he would 
rather run the risk of being overtaken 
by James than desecrate the Lord's-day. 
William. however, on the following 
day went on -his way and God prospered 
him. . 

After making some remarks on the 
forces of the Papacy and their renewed 
efforts, and suggesting that a branch of 
the Calvinistic Protestant l'nion should 
be formed to withstand them, he con
cluded by wishing Mr. J_ Harlick, 
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pastor-elect of the Church at Mount 
Ephraim, every blessing. 

Mr. Harlick then called upon Mr. 
Marsh, of Stratford, to speak, who, in 
reply, said that there were two portions 
of Scripture upon his mind ; the first 
was, " Not by might. nor by power, but 
My Spirit. Mith the Lord of Hosts," 
and, "I, the Lord, chan,:re not," upon 
which he made 11, few choice remarks. 

Mr. W. Chisnall addressed the meet
ing from, "Blessed a.re all they who 
we.it for Me." Mith the Lord. 

Mr. Cartier, pastor of Providence 
Chapel. Broe.dstairs, also spoke, when, 
after singing, 

'' SoYereign grace o'er sin abounding,'" 
and prayer and benediction by Mr. 
He.dick, the gathering terminated, and 
the drive be.ck to Margate in the cool 
of evening was greatly enjoyed. 

WELCOME TO MR. J. W. MOTSON, 
SERVICES to commemorate the first 
anniversary of this interesting cause of 
truth at Osborne-street, Colchester, and 
also to welcome brother J. W. Motson 
to the pastorate, were held on Sunday 
and Monday. September 11 and 12. Good 
con::rregations assembled on the Sunday, 
when the pastor preached in the morn
ing from Acts xvi. 17, and in the even
ing from Pea. cxxvi. 3. At the close of 
the day we gathered at the throne of 
grace, when our dear brethren suppli
cated God's especial blessing upon the 
next day's services. 

On the Monday afternoon we were 
highly favoured to continue the services 
in delightful weather, when an en
couraging congregation ::ra.thered to 
listen to the precious words of eternal 
truth and grace so ably set forth by our 
dear brother, Mr. John Box, pastor of 
Soho Chapel, this being his first visit to 
Colchester. Evidently the speaker's 
lips were touched bJ the anointing 
angel as the Gospel of free and dis
tinguishing grace found an echo in the 
hearts of the hearers, these people 
delighting in a free•l!'race ministry. 

After this service, friends gathered to 
partake of the social cup, and at 6.30 
that soul-inspiring hymn of John 
Newton's, "Kindred in Christ,'' com
menced 

THE EVENING SERVICE, 
when a large congregation was present 
to a.gain listen to an able and faithful 
sermon by brother John Box, in which 
many words of counsel, advice, and 
encouragement were spoken to pastor 
and Church. 

A plea.sing instance in connection 
with the services was the presentation 
of a small gift of £1 10s. to 

MISS PERRY 

for her kindneBB in presiding at the 
harmonium during the year, this being 

the gift of Church and congregation, 
and 

A profitable anniversary closed by 
singing to. the sweet strains of Per
ronet's hymn, "All hail the power of 
Jesu's name." May this Church pros
per in the best interest of spiritual gifts 
is the desire of-EBENEZJllR, 

OPENING NEW SCHOOLROOM AT 
COURLAND-GROVE, CLAPHAM. 

VERY interesting services were held 
here on Tuesday, September 13, on the 
oooe.sion of opening the new . school 
building-a. long-felt want in con
nection with this old-established cause. 

In the afternoon Mr. John Bush, of 
Kingston, delivered an ap_Propriate and 
instructive discourse ; friends congre
gated in good numbers from Churches 
far and near. At the conclusion pastor 
and people adjourned to the new school
room for tea., where every . attention 
was given by the la.dies to welcome 
visitors. 

At the evening meeting Mr. John 
Pi_ir_gott, L.O.C., occupied the chair, and 

Mr. Thomas Carr, of the Surrey Taber
nacle, offered earnest prayer on behalf 
of the rising race and Sabbath-school 
instruction. 

The chairman asked the superinten
dent, Mr. A. Vine, to read the report, 
from which we extract the following 
items:-
For some inscrutable reason, the Church 

and congregation here were content to 
remain 45 years without a t!undar-school. 
To those of us who have realised the 
blessing of Sunday-schools, we regret that 
so many years were permitted to run to 
waste without any attempt to put in 
practice this part of the Gospel ministry. 

At the beginning of 1886, brother E. Lang• 
ford agreed to serve the Church with a 
view, expressly stipulating as a condition 
an effort should be made to establish a 
Sabbath-school. The outcome of this, in 
response to his notice and an appeal from 
the pulpit on the first Lord's-day in April, 
1886. our present Sunday-school was first 
established. Our school has thus been in 
existence nearly twelve and a-half years, 
but it was not till April 19. 1888 (during 
the pastorate of our brother W, H. Evans) 
that it was recognised by the Church, on 
a motion by Mr. Evans, who supplemented 
his resolution by showing the necessity of 
Church and school co-operating. 

The school soon grew, and further accom
modation than the vestry and chapel 
were necessary. After much prayer and 
a vast amount of correspondence, ob
stacle after obstacle was removed, and 
now, thank God, we have schoolroom, 
classroom, ministers' vestry, together with 
up-to-date sanitary improvements. 

EBENEZER-PRAISE THE LORD. 
Total outlay ..................... £304 19 6 
Receipts, donations, collec-

tions, &c. ... ... ... ..• ... ...... · 233 18 5 

Balance due to treasurer... £71 l 1 
We thank all friends, young and old, who 

have aided us in this effort. 
The report closes by reviewing the Lord's. 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

dealln11a with ue during the pMt twelve 
o.nd a-ho.If years; your superintendent tan 
declare of the Lord's fnithfulneea and 
help-stren11th according to need has been 
given; health, o.t timee, almost in a elate 
of collapse, yet he can rejoice at this happy 
result, after so mo.ny_yeo.rs• patient wait
ing. Ago.in we ao.y-EBENEZER. 
The anthem, "Exalt Him, all ye 

1People," was well sung, and the chair
man ,ave an address founded on Matt. 
:xxviil. '28. 

Addresses followed by Messrs. Box, 
Belcheri Chilvers, Marsh, Bneb, and 
Dadswe 1 (pastor). 

Oollecticn amounted to :£18,.rcducing 
the balance due to treasurer to a little 
over :£50. 

BLOWING THE TRUMPET IN 
ZION. 

THE 82nd anniverdary of "Zion," Trow
bridge, was celebrated on Tuesday, Sep
temtier 6, special services being held 
througbont the day. There was a large 
number of visitors, and the congrega
tions were much lo.rjl'er than usual. 

In the morninJ Mr. Ooughtrey, of 
Nottingham, editor of the Gospel 
Standard, preached the sermon, which 
was well received, being based on the 
words from. the 10th chapter of John, 
" Other sheep I have which are not of 
this fold ; them a!Po I must bring, and 
they shall hear My voice, and there 
Phall be one _fold and one She.Pherd." 
He dwelt upon the 

CHARACTER OF THE SHEEP 

and the certainty of the Church of 
Chri~t being one, not only in them
selves, but in the Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, 

Luncheon was subsequently provided 
in thtl schoolroom, to which a good 
number sat down. 

In the afternoon Mr. Remington, of 
Devizes, was the preacher, his discourse 
being listened to with attention and 
profit. 

A public tea followed in the school
room, which was crowded. 

In the evening the Permon was by 
Mr. -Moxon, of Bnry, Lancashire. All 
the preachers spoke of their long con
nection with Zion Chapel, and expressed 
their hearty wi.h for the continued 
prosperity of the Church under the 
pastorate of Mr Peet. 

The proceeds in aid of the cause 
amounted.to nearly :£14. Amongst the 
many present during the day were 
friends from London (Mr. and Mrs. F. 
B. Applegate), Caine, MelkRham, Brad
ford-on-Avon, Broughton Gifford, Hil• 
perton, DevizeP, Bath, and other places 
tround.- Wiltsliil'e Ti111es, 

POULNER, NEAR RINGWOOD. -
Mr. R. Alfrey, of Enfield, paid us a 
visit on Sunday last and preliohed from 
Acts xxviii. 28, '' Be it known therefore 

unto you that the salvation of God is 
sent unto the Gentiles, and that they 
will bear it." He was enabled to set 

· forth what the salvation of God was, 
showing that it was a complete, finished 
and perfect salvation, and that nothing 
of man was in it, nothing of the flesh, 
all of grace, therefore called the salva
tion of God.-E. DIFFEY, Ringwood. 

AYLESBURY.-On September 14 the 
anniversary of the opening of the 
chapel at Walton-street and harvest 
thanksgiving services were held, when 
our brother, R. Mutimer, of Brentford, 
was with us for the first time. The 
pra1ers of God's people were answeredJ 
and the dear Master's presence felt ana 
enjoyed by many. We praise the dear 
Lord that He was with His servant, and 
enabled him to preach two soul-cheer
ing and, we trust, God-glorifying ser• 
mons. The day will long be remem
bered by most of those that were 
favoured to attend the services. A 
goodly number of frlends came from 
the villa,res, and we praise our Lord for 
a good day. A good number sat down 
to tea, and a very happy season was 
spent while partaking of the social 
meal. Our earnest prayer is that God's 
rich blessing may rest upon all the 
Lord's people. 

"And may the Gospel's joyful sound. 
Enforced by mighty grace, 

Awaken many sinners round, 
To come and :fill the place." 

-D. WITTON, 3, Victoria-villas, Tring• 
road, Aylesbury, 

GOODLY GIFTS AND 
GRACIOUS WORDS 

AT GUILDFORD. 
AN interesting service was held at the 
Old Baptist Chapel, Gnildford, on 
Monday evening, September ,ith, after 
the prayer-meeting, which was well 
attended, Brother Billing, one of the 
deacons, presided, who said it was both 
an encouragement and a fellowship 
meeting, the object being to cheer our 
dear pastor (Mr. W. Chisnall), who has 
been with us ovftr two years. 

Brother P. Pickett, Sanday-school 
president, spoke of the great help our 
pastor bad been in the Bible-classes and 
also in the Snnday-school, and how 
muoh it was appreciated. 

Brother Riddle expressed the con
gratulations of the Church and congre
gation for his birthday {which was the 
day previous), and stated that it had 
been laid on his mind that we ought to 
show our sympathy, love, and apprecia
tion of our pastor's services with some• 
thing more than words, which had been 
heartily responded to; therefore they 
had subscribed together, and he was 
pleased to present him with a handsome 
library table, so that when studying for 
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his work he should be reminded that 
his hbours were valued by those who 
worsbip God, and listen to His servant. 
As there was a surplus of money over 
the cost of the table this would be given 
to the pastor's wife, who is a true yoke
fellow; therefore Mrs. Chisnall was 
presented with a good (but not an 
empty) purse. 

Our pastor was quite overcome with 
this evidence of the love borne to him 
and his dear wife, and gave a very 
excellent address in retnrning thanks 
for himself and Mrs. Chisnall. It had 
come quite upon him asa surprise, as he 
had not the slightest idea of the object 
of the meeting when it was announced 
the previous day, and he was asked to 
waive his right to presidf', and to allow 
Mr. Billing to ta.ke his place. 

After singing the hymn, 
"Bless'd be the tie that binds 

Onr hearts in Christian lo'l'e," 
the meeting was closed with prayer, 
commending our dear pastor, his wife 
and family to the care and guidance of 
the Great Shepherd. 

A "fOICE FROM THE GRAVE. 
CARMEL CHAPEL, W'OOLWiCH. 

(John i. 46.) 

OUR dear friend, W. H. Rose (late of 
Providence, Reading), the pastor of this 
once famous cause, held his recognition 
services in May, 1898. 

Pastor John Box preached in his 
usual fervent spirit anti spoke in 
enlogistic terms of the newly elected 
pastor, from hi~ own personal know
led_qe. As Mr. Box is not given to 
flattery. it is hoped that this little 
notice may thaw the frozen affections 
of those who at the mention of Carmel 
piously coil up in their snug little 
shells of reputed soundness and whisper 
Isa. lxv. 5,-CARMELITE. 

'C'CKFIELD STRICT AND 
P ARTIC'C'LAR :BAPTIST CHAPEL. 
FoR about four and a-half years the 
Church meeting at Uckfield has been 
under the pastoral oversight of Mr. 
B. Gardner. We are thankful to record 
that a large measure of Divine blessing 
has been realised under the ministry of 
the Word: 11 have been baptised, and 
joined the Church. The chapel has been 
thoroughly renovated, and a large 
harmonium has also been purchased, 
and other improvements made; more
over, we are free from debt. 

There seems to be a conviction in the 
mind of the pastor that his work here 
is finished, and that a change would be 
beneficial both for the Church and him
self. The friends have expressed a wish 
that he should remain ; but at our last 
Church meeting the pastor tendered his 
resignation, which was full of Christian 
affection, sym1,a.thy, and goodwill. The 

resignation, to take tffect on Ootober 
30th, was accepted by the Churoh with 
great regret. 

The Church and congregation desire 
to bear testimony to the consistency of 
life and walk, fidelity to truth, earnest 
devotion to his work among the siok 
and aged, which has characterized their 
past.or, and gained for him the love and 
esteem of both Church and congregation·. 

It is the earnest hope of both Churoh 
and congregation that the Lord may 
open for him some other sphere of . use
fulness, where his labours may be 
abundantly blessed. ' 

Signed, on behalf of the Church and 
congregation:- . . 

E. H. Dadswell (Deacon), 
A. Chilton, 
George William Heaver (Sec.), 
Ebenezer Histed, 
George Wickens, 
Isaac George Harries, 
Thomas Cornwell, 
John Wood. · 

HARWICH (EBENEZER).-The first 
anniversary of the Sabbath-school was 
held on Lord's-day, July 17th, when Mr, 
J, R. Debnam, of Horham, preached 
morning and evening ·to good and 
appreciative congregations. · · At the 
afternoon service, after singing and 
prayer, our brother Mr. Sanders (super
intendent) read l>rov. iv., aft'c'r whioh 
he expressed his very great pleasure at 
seeing so many friends present, whioh 
he felt so greatly encouraged him and 
his happy band of teacher.a in, their 
work of teaching and training the 
young. It was but a year since they 
commenced a Sa.bbath-school, and at 
first with only a few children, but God 
had blessed and succeeded their efforts 
in answer to their united prayers. 
There were 40 names on the school regis
ter, including the names of the Young 
Women's Bilile-class, He thanked God 
and took courage, praying for still 
larger blessinj!'s to attend the school in 
!;he future, Mr. Debnam followed with 
an address to tbe children, teachers, 
and parents, which was listen·ed to 
with marked attention, and was much 
appreciated. Two recitations were given 
by two of the little Jirls from the 
Word of God, The singmg throughout 
the day was conducted by the teachers 
and children, with the kind assietance 
of Miss Grice, who presided at the 
organ. We must, in all 

PRAISE TO OUR GRACIOUS GOD, 
add that in every respect a most 
spiritual and happy day was experienced 
by us ; also that our congregations and 
collections were good. To God be all 
the praise. On Thursday, August 4th, 
the children had their treat at Southall 
Farm, Dovercourt. After recreation 
they sat down to a good and substantial 
tea, whioh all seemed to enjoy. Through 



the kindness of friends they were served 
during the afternoon and evening with 
o free supply of ftuit, &c, We believe 
that hoth on the Lord'A•do.y, os also on 
the day of the treat, that ohildren, 
teachers, and suferintendent were 
happy and thankfu for the institution 
of the Sabbath-school. 

A MEMORABLE DAY AT 
PRITTLEWELL, 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, 
ANNIVERSARY services were · held here 
on Tuesday, August 23rd. A sermon 
was preached in the afternoon by pastor 
F. C. Holden, of Elim, Limehouse, from 
Psa. xxv. 14. 1. The secret of the Lord. 
2, Who the people are to whom . it is 
revealed. 3. What the Lord will show 
them-His covonant. 

After tea, the evening meeting com
menced by singing a hymn. Psa. Ixxxix. 
was read by the chairman, brother G. 
Baldwin, deacon of Elim (who has 
recently come to reside in Southend for 
the benefit of his health). Mr. H. Lee 
prayed. The chairman then gave an 
address on the Psalm read, The mercies 
of God, the faithfulness of God, and the 
greatness of God. 

Our old and esteemed friend, brother 
MobbP, then spoke from Rom. viii. 3. 
Gracious teachings ·and leadings. 

:8rother Holden again spoke from 
Psa. xxiii, 5. In the presence of mine 
enemies; the prepared table ; the 
anointed head ; the overflowing cup. 

Mr. G. Lovelock, from Matt. xx:v., on 
the wise and foolish virgins. 

Oollections were then taken for the 
debt on the chapel. After singing a 
hymn the chairman announced that the 
debt was all cleared off. The pastor, 
Mr. J, Chandler, with a grateful heart, 
thanked God, the chairman, ministers 
and friends, present and absent, far and 
near, for their kindly help and practical 
sympathy iii clearing off the debt. At 
the request of the chairman, all rose 
and sang heartily, "Pra.iee God from 
whom all blessings flow."-R. A. 

IPSWICH (BETHESDA).-lt was our 
joy to again open the pool for the 
observance of believers' baptism, on 
Lord's-day, Sept. 4th. Three young 
sisters came forward to a.vow them
selves on the Lord's side. Prior to their 
passing through the waters the i:astor 
preached a soul-cheering sermon from 
Acts xiii. 38, it was certainly a season 
of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord and a time long to be remembered 
by many. In the afternoon they each 
received from Mr. Kern the right hand 
of fellowship given in the nu.me of the 
Church, also a dear sister transferred 
from the Crowfield Church, received a 
cordial welcome into our circle. On 
Sunday, Sept. 11th, our brother l\Ir. T. 
Jone~. piiirl us a visit nnd prenched 

Permone, morning, afternoon and even
ing, it being the day for harvest 
thankegivingand·recognition of twenty
one years of faithful service by 
our pastor, Mr. Kern. These services 
were continued on Wednesday, Sept. 
14th. A tea was provided and at the 
evening meeting excellent addresses 
were given by brethren Bland, Bardens, 
Lin If, Ranson, and Leggett. Our pastor's 
mimstry has been signally blessed by 
God during the time he· ha.a been with 
us, and if it should please the Lord that 
his stay should reach another twenty
one, we pray that much grace may be 
given him, and that all may tend to His 
glory who bath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law. 

BURGH AND l\IONKSTHORPE.
Anniversary of these united and well
known causes were held July 3rd. Mr. 
Dennison (of Peterboro') preached. 
Services were held morning and evening 
at Monksthorpe. Tuesday. i>th, Mr. 
Peters ( of Whittlesea.) preached after
noon and evening. Tea. was supplied 
between the services. 17th, Mr. Gardner 
(of Uckfield) preached morning and 
evening at; Bur_gh, and Monksthorpe
afternoon. 19th, Monksthorpe afternoon 
and evening, Tea between the services. 
The collections talten a.t all the services
were rather better than usual. The 
sermons were listened to with great 
attention, and we can truly say we felt 
greatly refreshed, and we thank God for 
sending us such a. time of refreshing, 
To His great name be all the praise.
R. SORFLEET. 

Our Australian Column. 
OUR AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES: 

THEIR ORIGIN, PRESENT STATE, 
AND FUTURE PROSPECTS. 

BY JAMES MOTE. 
Hon. Sulieitur tu .1I..A.S.B.C. 

(Continuedfrom page 287.) 

IT will be seen from these extracts that 
nearly fifty years since there existed a. 
strong desire on the pa.rt of the Strict 
Baptist Churches of England to send a 
missionary to Australia. and found 
Churches there of our faith and order, 
and that our late brother J.B. McCure 
was the person chosen for that pur
pose, with the results hereafter stated 
by him. 

I have now visited for the second 
time most of the Churches mentioned· 
by him, and a.m therefore well ac
quainted with their present state and 
condition. 

I also attended the twenty-sixth anni
versary of the Australian Particular 
Baptist Association, held at Melbourne 
on tha llth April last, at which all the· 
Australian Strict Baptist Churches in 
the Association (eleven in number) 
were represented. 
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The result of my visits and enquiries 
as to the state and condition of our 
Churches in Australia are these:-

1. There is a general deoline in all of 
them, and there is not one of them in a 
healthy and prosperous state. 

2. Not one of them is able or does at 
the present time support a pastor, who 
has to rely for part of his subsistence on 
other sources. Several of them are 
without pastors. In Sydney the mother 
Church is now divided into two, owing 
to dissensions. and so at Geelong, and 
the two in both places would only make 
one good cause and keep a pastor in a 
suitable manner in each place. 

As to the first cause. I attTibute it to 
this, All the original membera were 
more or less members of our home 
Churches. where the doctrines of free 
and disting11ishing grace were preached, 
These have all died, and their places 
have never been filled up, and their 
children have not followed in the steps 
of their fathers, and consequently, 
owing to there being no. or very little, 
increase from the outside world, the 
work of decline has been gradually 
going on for twelve years. In the case 
of brother Bamber's Church at Port 
Adelaide, which is a small place, 
owing to a strike of the sailorH there. 
some years since, the shipping trade 
has left the place, and with it the popu
lation, and there is no prospect of its 
return, 

Another reason for this may probably 
be that our views are not in favour in 
the coloniel!, either by the professing 
world or others. As to the opposition 
of other bodies, Mr. McCure, at p. 231 
of his memoir~, makes the following 
(amongst otller) statements:-

indulged in by the youthful Australian 
population and the want of ·submission 
to parental restraint and their love of 
ple11,sure all tend to an absence from 
the hollse of God, whloh is noticeable 
through all the oolonies, The great 
want of conversion among the young 
is also constantly dwelt upon by the 
ministers of all denominations, both in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Another reason for this is in the 
mil{ratory habits of the colonists and 
their covetousness, and here I prefer to 
give Mr. McCure'svieweupon the matter 
rather than my own, he having resided 
in thl! colonfos. for many years, He says, 
alluding to this subject.:-

" One discouraging circumsto.nce, common 
to all ministers, occasioned very great 
trouble to those who were dependent upon 
the free-will offering of the people-the 
thirst for gold I For this they would deny 
themselves the comforts of life, and with
held their support from the cause of God. I 
have known many such when they first 
arrived in the colony from the fatherland_, 
and who promised great things if Goa 
would bless them-lilie the man who used 
to say, 'I have got a guinea heart, but only 
a shilling pocket. If God would give me a 
guinea pocket, I would then help to support 
His cause aud encourage His ministers.' 
God did give him a guinea pocket; but, 
strange to say, the guinea pocket stole away 
the guinea heart, for he had now only a 
shilling heart. Many I have known, whom 
the Lord blessed with riches, have become 
most illiberal. 

"Another discouraging circumstance was, 
a minister was never sure of a permanent 
congregation. A number of new arrivals 
would come into the town and fill the 
chapel, everything would look cheering, 
and the rent of the chapel would be sub
scribed. Perhaps the next Lord's-day nearly 
empty seats would be seen. Naturally the 
inquiry was made, • Where have the people 
gone to ? ' The answer would be, · Oh, they 

"And, fourth. the prejudice in Victoria have caught the gold fever, and are gone to 
against the ParLicular and Strict Baptists. the diggings.' For weeks there would only 
"Wherever I went it appeared to me that the be a few persons attending, and but a few 
people had agreed that they would help to shillings in the box to pay the rent of the 
carry out the determination of one of the chapel. Then, again, auother'vessel would 
leading ministers in Melbourne, Mr. --, arrive and swell the congregation; and by 
who had said ·that he should feel it to be these means the chapel would have a 
his duty to root up and exterminate the fluctuating attendance, many of whom 
principles of the Part.1cular Baptists wher- would express their thankfulness at finding 
-ever he found them.'·• the truth prea.ched in Geelong, and they 

woitld promise to support and encourage the 
There is also, I think, another more same to the utmost of their power, saying 

serious reason, and that is this. The they were ashamed of those who cared so 
majority of our pastors in Australia little for the things of God, and who go.ve 
hold what is understood here as Btan- the preference to the perishable things of 
.dard views, and consequently the time. Surely they have never experienced 
generality of the preaching there has the value and the preciousness of the Gospel, or they would never thus act. 
been to the tried and exercised of the Alas! what is man, Those very persons, 
Lord's people whose frames and feelings after a while. would become sic/,, tbey would 
.are so much dwelt upon by preachers of lose their appetite for the precious things of 
tb is class. Now, whilst these are very Zion, in consequence of having co.nght the 
eomforting to the people 80 addressed, gold fever-an infatuation takes possession 
they a.re neither 80 God-honouri'ng nor of them, to the goldflelds I-hey must go for their recovery. Thus acted many whom I 
so useful to the young who cannot knew in England as members of Churches, 
understand them, and are consequently and who then ran well; but mammon in 
not profited by them ; and in the end, A~•tr~lil!- caused them to stumble and fall, 
owing thereto, they cease to interest T~1s 1s th_e _country to try a man whethe: 
or profit by them and consequently he 1s JU _the ta_1th '?r not. ~f the root of_ th 
th l h ' d l t t J matter 1s not in him. he will soon be driven 
: ey, go e sew _e~e an are os o o_ur away from the professinn he has made (!f 
bod). In add1t10n, the out-door hfe seeking 'first the kingdom of God o.nd Hi• 
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righteousness,' and will give tho preference 
to the things of the world-reversing the 
gmnd cleciH!nn of the g1nce of Goel in the 
Houl, choosing rather to suffer affliction, 
•orrow, and dishonour with those who after 
ee.t$h a•pire, t,hun lo soffer affliction with 
the people of God in a faithful and practic:i.l 
profession of the Gospel of Christ. Thus I 
have often been constrained to say, with 
Paul, • Demas bath forsaken me, having 
loved this present world, and is departed' 
(2 Tim. iv. 10)." 

Another reason is the dislike to our 
doctrines by the otl:!er denominations 
there, nnd, to counteract this, was 
primarily the cause of J. B. McCure's 
going out to Australia, as shewn by 
the resolution of the Churches in 
England before mentioned and set 
forth at p. 286, September number. 

Doctrines are feldom touched upon 
in their pulpit discourse by any of the 
ministers of all denominations in the 
colonies ; in fact, . they are now in the 
colonies looked upon as out of date 
and, in a measure, immaterial. 

I deeply regret not being able to give 
a more satisfactory account of our 
Australian Churches, the ministers and 
members of which received and treated 
me with the greatest kindness and 
hospitality; but, for the sake of our 
brethren here, I think it very desirable 
that the truth should be known, 
especially if any of our number think 
of emigrating there, either with a view 
to settling or to take the oversight of 
any of .their Churches, 

The country, I should· add, has a 
delightful climate, hotter than ours, 
but very healthy,espeoially for delicate 
person~, who rEquire to live in a dry 
and warm climate. The land is bound
less in extent, of great fertility, and 
capable of supporting millions of our 
fellow-creatures in health and plenty, 
but I do not remember hearing anyone 
speak of the goodne.ss of God in giving 
them such a goodly land, which they 
had not worked for fought for, or 
deserved, but which had fallen to the 
English nation simply through the 
goodness and lovingkindness of our 
heavenly Father to us as His people. 

The last reason which occurs to me is 
this. About eight or nine years since a 
most unaccountable feeling of reckless 
~peculation and gambling took place in 
Melbourne and spread to the other 
Australian colonies, The value of 
property was inflated to an extra
ordmary degree, and prices paid for it 
far beyond its real value. Banks reck
lessly advanced money upon it, until 
the fever reached its height, when the 
crash came, the artificial values at once 
fell, most of the banks stopped pay
ment, and nearly the whole community 
were in a state of bankruptcy. 

As a result, many of the members of 
our Churches were with the rest drawn 
into the vortex and mostly ruined, and 
now have not yet reoovered from it, and 

are struggling and in debt owing to 
their liabilities arising therefrom. All 
our ChurcheA and most of their mem
bers are affected by it, and I have 
scarcely met any member or pastor of our 
Churches who is not now suffering there
from. This, of course, seriously affects 
the prosperity of our Churches, and, 
I hope, will be a lesson to our members 
not to be in haste to get rich by specu
lation, but to be content with the slow 
but honest returns of their industry 
whilst lawfully pursued, 

This appears to me a very solemn 
confirmation of the truth of Holy Writ, 
which says ; "But they that wiJJ be 
rich fall into temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and hurtful 
lusts, which drown men in destruction 
and perdition ; for the love of money is 
the root of all evil, which, while some 
covet after, they have erred from the 
faith and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows." 

That Australia is more or less filled 
with gold, is an undoubted fact ; but it 
has now to be dug for and extracted 
from rocky subsoil, and not as formerly, 
found in the beds and shores of rivers 
and streams. but the fact of its being 
there, and the country being so rich, 
owinj!' thereto, is not an unmitigated 
blesslDg, for its effect upon the minds 
of the people is to unsettle them and 
draw them away from more solid and 
sober and steady work ; and instead of 
their affections being set upon things 
above, they are more than ever set 
upon things below. 

Melbourne, instead of being a city of 
tents, as described by brother McCure, 
is now a large populous city, but has 
not yet recovered from the losses before 
referred to. The harbour, instead of 
being filled with 400 or 500 vessels in 
the Hay, as before described by J. B. 
McCure, has not now seventy, and the 
empty houses there average several 
hundreds. In its prosperous days, when 
raoing was at its height, the prize for 
the Melbourne Cup was £10,000, being 
double to that of the Englis:t, Derby 
race. At the present time, notwith
standing the depression, racing and 
betting nre indnlg;ed in by the greater 
part of the population, both old and 
young, and at Sydney they have pony 
races by electric light at night. 

With a view to guide any of our 
preaching brethren who might desire 
to go to Australia, I asked the opinion 
of an eminent Baptist pastor at Queens
land, who has been there several )"ears, 
but his reply was," I advise no one to 
oome out here; if they do, they must 
not expeot to be supported and treated 
in the same manner they would at 
home, If they come, they must take 
Australia as it is, and conform to the 
habits and manners of the people, with• 
out which there is no prospect of sue-
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cess.'' This. I should say, is the land 
of the working man, whose rolitioal 
influence is great and hours o labour 
only eight per day, out of which he is 
allowed ten minutes for smoking. In 
addition, there is no aristoomcy here, 
and all classes are on a dead-level and 
treat each other as equals, apd tbe same 
observation applies to the religious de
nominations, as there is no State Church 
here. 

As an outoome of my visits to Aus
tralia, I m11,y add that I have been the 
me1ms of communioation between the 
mothers and brothers of several of our 
brethren there, and at the urgent re
quest of one of onr pastors, and also 
of a deaoon there, I have lately visited 
their aged mothers in Hertfordshire 
and cheered their declining years with 
a fnll account of my visits to their 
sons and families, and of their doings 
-and the goodness of the Lord to them 
in the far-off land of their adoption. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
ON Tuesday afternoon, October 11 th, 
the anniversary of the Brighton Home 
will be held in the Royal Pavilion, 
Brighton. S. Hannington, Esq , J.P, 
will take the chair at 3.30 o'clook, and 
addresses will be iriven by Mes3rs. A, J. 
Baxter, G. Hewitt, T. Lawson, W. 
Harbour, J. H. Hallett, and J. K. 
Popham. A Sale of Work will be held 
during the day. The attendance of 
all friends of the Society is cordially 
invited. 

* * * There are seven Pensioners residing in 
the Brighton Home, and 42 others in 
the town and district are also on the 
books : upwards of £330 per annum are 
distributed locally in Pensions, there
fore additional local help will be thank
fully received. 

• • .. 
The exterior ot the Camberwell 

Asylum and of the Hornsey-riseAsylum 
have recently been re-painted, and a 
considerable outlay has been involved. 
The buildings are now in excellent 
order. and the visits of friends will be 
hearttly welcomed. It is hoped that 
the Stamford-hill Home will not be 
overlooked ; the matron and the nine 
inmates are delighted to see any callers. 

* * 
A heavily-afflicted Pensioner in Kent 

writes:-" If those who have the heart 
and means to subscribe to your Society 
could fully realise how much their 
generosity is appreciated by the recipi
ents, and how it helps to ease their 
troubled minds respecting temporal 
matters. thev would be a:nply repaid for 
all they do." 

* * 
l ,;,OfJ Pensioners a"re now -in receipt of 

upwards of £1(),:,()(J per annum in 

Pensions; this sum, with the mainten
ance of the Asylums, involves a daily 
expenditure of £36. May many of our 
readers be constrained to render prompt 
and gracious aid to the poor and needy 
of God's family who are thus helped by 
the Society. The office is at 83, Finsbury 
Pavement, E.C. 

Past and Passing Events. 
B1·a·int1·ee.-Mr. 0. H. Cudmore, of 

Portsmouth, has acoepted an invite 
from Salem, Braintree, to supply for 
six months with a view to the pas
torate. 

• • 
Lingfield.-Mr. Rayter, of Brighton, 

has accepted unanimous invite to sup
ply for three months, with a view. 

• • 
Bradft>rd-on-Avo:t. - Mr. Hacking, 

from Southminster, Essex, commences 
a twelve months' probation at the Old 
Baptist Chapel, with a view, and at 

• • 
Margate (Mount •.Ephraim, Thanet

road) Mr. J. Harlick has accepted the 
pastorate rsee advt.). Also . . . 

A. B. Hall comm~noes his pastorate 
at Carlton, Beds. October stands out 
well for settlements. We pray they 
may be long, prcfi;a~le, fruitful. 

Pastor H. Gard;er is leaving the 
Church at Uckfield, Sussex. * ,. * . 

The annual sermons a.t Mount Zh>n, 
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell, on behalf 
of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, 
were preached on Lord's-day, Sept. 11, 
by Mr. J.E. Hazelton. .... 

Bunda y-scliool Ot1;1.,mittee of 11£.A. S.B. 
O/iurckes.-Brother Copeland, having 
resigned the secretaryship of above on 
account of accepting pastorate at Read
ing, brother H. T. Chilvers, 30, Baker
street, Lloyd-square, W.C., has been 
unanimously chosen to that office, _to 
whom all communications are to be 
sent. 

••• 
Oi:er Eiglity.-Brother Joseph Flory 

says :-" I have entered my 81st year. 
What mercies have I seen; what for
bearance of the Lord towards me; sixty 
years since my mouth was open to tell 
of the wonders of redeeming love; 
salvation all of gr11.cfl. On 

* * 
Saturday I return!d from a preaching 

tour in Glouoestershire-~tow-in-the
Wold, !comb, Cheltenham, &c. Mr. 

* * 
Joshua Joyes, wh~ was chosen to the 

pastorate last year, is being favoured 
with the blessing of the Lord; twelve 
were added to the Church (Bethel) last 
year by baptism. 
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Mr, Brooke, who has been ministering 
at Providenoe, Cheltenham, ie leavin_g 
for Cardiff. Mr. G. Townehend 1e 
favoured with God's blessing. at Stow 
and Ioomb.-J. FLORY," 

• * 
Brighton.-At the anniversary of 

"Salem,' Bond-street, on September 13, 
the pastor, Mr. Shaw, was unable to be 
present in consequence of a bereaving 
dispensation -having lost a dear 
daughter, and * * 
. Mr .. Mitchell was* unable to fulfil his 
engagement in the evening owing to 
personal affliction, but Mr. W. Jeyes 
Styles kindly stood in the gaps. [Re-
port to follow.] , 

• * • Note.-Our readers will take notice 
that Half-yearly Meeting of M.A.S.B.O. 
is always held second Tuesday in 
October. This year it is to be at 
Keppel-street, Bloomsbury. [See advt.] 

THE TRINITY. 
IN the bright Gospel glas~ we see 
The Persons of !,he Sacred Three 

With equal greatness crown'd; 
The Triune God m Christ is known, 
The One in Three, the Three in One; 

And there alone is found. 
By nature God, eaoh Person's known. 
Eq_ual in power-in essence One, 

The undivided Three, 
The same in majesty and might, 
Possess'd of ·endless life and right, 

To vast eternity. 
Jehovah is the living God, 
The Father, !lpirit. and the Word, 

The Three that ar.i the One, 
Whose equal honours, glory, power, 
Distinctly shine for evermore, 

In Christ, God's ancient Ron. 
E. MOTE, 

.Author of b.ymn 231 (Denham's). 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE 
BURDENED. 

"For we that ar.i in this tabernacle do 
gr.lan, being burdened."-2 Cor. v. 4. 

GROANING, burdened pilgrim, 
Who'er thou art; 

Called out, weary seeker, 
· Truth is thy chart. 
Cast on Obrist thy·every load, 
Trust wholly in thy God, · 
Plead, "Christ, I come to Thee, 
Thy name's my plea." 
I cannot pray in vain, 

In spir,t poor; 

O~l~J~It 1~c~~~r~rms, 
Lm aloft your beads, ye gates : 
Look, LORD, Thy daughter waits; 
Low at Thy throne I kneel, 
Love's wounds I feel. 
·Grace bath me overcome, 

Thy Son is slain; 
Father, I'm coming home. 

This my refrain: 
I am Thy new cre,ition; 
Obrist is my salvation; 
Thy Spirit dwells in me; 
This is my plea.. GEO, FLOWER. 

~artiagts. 
BURTON-FOSTER.-On August 2, 189?, at 

Ebenezer Chapel, Luton, Beds., by Mr. 
Dickens,of Tunbridge Wells, F,llen, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Foster, of Luton, to Ramuel 
Thomas, son of Mr. and Mr.~. .Burton of 
Coventry. ' 

DEXTER-PARKER.-On June 6, 1898 by 
Mr. Whi,ehurst, pastor of Fourth A venue 
Baptist Church, Brooklyn, Fanny. youngest 
daughter of Robert and Martha Parker, of 
Stamford, Enl!'land, to John, third surviving 
son of Edward and Mary Dexter, of Melton 
Mowbray. 

FRICKER-MOTE.-0D Reptemher 8 at 
. Trinity Baptist Chapel, C"pper Tooting, by 
Pastor H. Oakley, Martha, widow of the 
late Edward Mote, of Mount Zion, Chad
well-street, and South-square, Gray's Inn 
to W.R. Fricker, Esq., of Chadwell-street: 
and Moreton Lodge, Bethune-road, Stoke 
Newington. 

GILBEY - ROSE.-July 26, 1808. at the 
official re•idence of the Registrar for North 
London, Phrebe Rose to Frederick Gilbey. 

HOLLETT - w ATER:IIAN. - On Monday' 
Augnst 22, 1898, at Dacre-park Chapel, Lee, 
by pastor J. H. Lynn, Ada May Waterman 
to J. Martin Hollett. of Lee. The bride was 
given away by Mr. Henry Langford. Miss C. 
M. Hollett was bridesmaid, and Mr. Sydney 
H. C. Smith acted as best man . .Mr.and Mrs. 
Lynn, Mr. and Mrs. Stockdale, of Stratford, 
and others took breakfast at the house of 
Mr. Hollett, sen. 

KNOPP-BANTOCK.-On September 10th, 
1898, at Keppel-street Chapel. Bloomsbury, 
by their pastor, H. T. Chil.,.ers, Rnth Bantock. 
to Benjamin Bowyer Knopp. 

LEAKE-CLARKE.-0D September 7, at 
North-road Baptist Chapel, Old Brentford, 
by pastor R. Mutimer, Frances Rhoda, third 
daughterof the lateJames Clarke.of Ealing, 
to Charles Walter. eldest son of Mr. Francis 
Leake, of Longford. 

MACKENZIE-BAKER.-On September 17, 
1898, at tbe Parish Church, Cpper·street, 
Islington, by the Vicar, Florence Jane, 
daughter of Mrs. Baker. of Mount Zion, 
Chadwell-street, to ;:'ohn George, son of 
Mr. Mackenzie, of Dingwell, N.B. 

MoFARLANE - GEORGE,-0D Saturday, 
July 30, 1898, at Zion, New Cross, by pastor 
Thomas Jones, Agnes Mary G<orge to 
William McFarlane, hoth members of the 
Church, and were baptized by our pr.stor.
P. A. W. 

MATTHEWS-MORLING.-The marriage of 
Mr. Arthur J. Matthews to Naomi Jane, 
scconcl rlaughter of pastor Josiah Marling, 
was solemnized at Zion Chapel, High 
Wycombe, on September 13, in the presenl'e 
of a large number of spectators, tha chapel 
being well-nigh lilied. The ceremony was 
performed by the bricle's father. Much 
mterest was manifest and great kindness 
shewn in the shape of numerous useful 
p1-esents, and he•rty good wishes for the 
future well-being of the happy pair, both of 
whom have been connected with the Bible
clas~es at Zion for several years. 

TALBOT-HALL.-On September 1, 18ll8, nt 
Providence, Clapham Junction, by pastor 
R. E. Sears, ,issisted by Mr. John Bush. of 
Kingston, Grace, eldest clangbter of lllr. 
Augustus Francis H,ill. of DevQnshire House, 
Bnttersett-sqnare, to F. Ernest, son of Mr. 
Talbot, of Reading. 
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WHTTE--B.UL.-On September 6, 1898, at 
Providenee. Highbury-place, by pastor P. 
R-eynolds, Lilio.n, daughter of Mr. Ball, of 
Highbun·-plo.ee, t-o Herbert Douglas, eldest 
son of Mr. Henry White, senior deacon of 
ProvidenC'e- The presents~ fort,y in number, 
were from the Church ana congrego.tion. 

&one Jome. 
"THAT'S WElAT MY OLD MOTHER 

SINGS." 
MR. WHYBREW entered into rest Jnly 24, 

189K The first place of worship he ever 
entered was Crosby-row, King-st~eet, South
wark, and was well known to the late 
Cho.rles Waters Banks, and many in Ber
mondsey. The grace of God made him a 
Christian. and a contender for·• the faith once 
delivered t.o the saints:·• Deceased wa• 
baptized by the late beloved T. Stringer, at 
Snow's-fields, for •· he was not ashamed to 
own his Lord," and wherever he went he 
talked of what grace had done for him, so 
that •· his speech betrayed him."· The Bible 
was his chief book. aod, like Dr. Watts, 
could behold his Saviour in ever:v page, and 
would often 

"Sit alone from day to day. 
And com·erse with His Lord." 

Being a builder b:;- trade, was sent on one 
occasion with several other men into the 
country to repair a mansion. Thero he was 
deprived of the fellowship of the so.ints. and 
the conversation of his fellow-men did not 
suit him. While resting~.while, and qnietly 
meditating. he began to sing-
"The wondering world enq_uires to know 

What m&kes me love my Jesus so ? " 
A man ( A. B.) heard him and said-

,, THAT'S WHAT 
MY OLD MOTHER SINGS." 

A. B. went home and said to his mother, 
"Mother. we·ve got a man on the works at 
the mansion what sings·Dr.-Watts." 

The next day, when A. B. went to work, 
he said to deceased, "I told my old mother 
yon sings Dr. Watts, and you're to go home 
with me to-night .. " 

The departed went. home with A. B., and 
the old lady said,. "You must be a child of 
God, or you would not sing-

' What makes me love my Jesus so ? '" 
The old lady "put on bread for the man 

of God," then "they read, and prayed, and, 
sung-

" 'M:v God, the spring of all my joys,' 
and retired to rest." 

This is only one of manv such instances in 
the life of the departed. He is now "where 
the wicked cease from troubling and the 
weary are at rest," 

•·Forever with the Lord."' 
Our departed friend had within three 

months entered on his ·eightieth year, and, 
•ays his widow," We had entered the 54th 
year of our married Jife; he has now joined 
the hea\'enly choir, and I hope soon to be 
with him in glory.''-L. WHYBREW. 

MRS. WOODGATE.-Death of a.n Aged 
Pilgrim.-"On Lord's-day,July 31, it pleased 
the Lord to take our sister, Mrs. Woodgate, 
to the rest that 1·emains for His people. She 
had passed the age of 80, and had been pre
ser\'ed in the ways of the Lord for more 
than 60 years. To the very end of a long and 
weary affliction her hope was firmly fixed 
ur,on Christ, the Rock ol Eternal Ages, and 

she longed to be with Him. She was a. 
pattern in he1· diligent attendance upon the 
public means of grace, and In her esteem or 
those ministers whose testimony the Lord 
had blessed to her soul, among whom were 
the late 'Sam' Milner, Robert Bowle,, of 
Hertford, and the writer, her pastor for the 
last 20 years, who buried her at Bow Ceme
tery ou Friday_,... August· 5,- ' In sure and 
certain hope.'"-,.-. 0. HOLDEN. 

SAMUEL STILE•.- The Church atOlapham 
Junction has sustained a lo.- lu the departure 
of lllr. ~11,muel Stiles. He was, instrument
ally, the founder of the Church, a godly 
deacon, and a faithful and true friend. He 
was beloved by all. After a long affliction, 
the homeward call came on Monday, 
September 12th. "So He giveth His beloved 
sleep" 

WlLLIAll[ WALNE, t-he husband of 
Elizabeth Walne, entered eternal rest on 
June 30th, 1898, at Oottenho.m-park, Surrey, 
and wa.~ interred at Wimbledon Cemetery 
on July 6th, by Mr. George Savage, of 
Wimbledon, between whom and the deceased 
there had been a close friendship of forty 
years. The deceased was born at Pulham, 
Norfolk, on May 1st, 1824, and both he and 
his wife were baptizAd forty-four years 
since, by the lat.e llr. William Chamberlain, 
of Grosvenor Chapel, Stepney, and under 
whose ministry they were both brougp.t· out 
of darkness into Gospel light and life, sin,e 
which they have. been connected with 
various Baptist Churche•, the principal 
having been the Surrey Tabernable, under 
the late Mr. James Wells, and under whose 
ministry they were more Jlrmly established. 
In his last days, as with many others, he 
travelled much by night, but found season
able help from hymn 125 (Gadsby's), 
especially verse 2, and kindred Scriptures:-

" But Christ the Heavenly Lamb, 
Take• all ourllins away; 

A sacrifice of nobler name, 
And richer blood than they,'' 

also hymn ll8 (Ga<lsby's) last verae :
" When we appear iu yonder ~load, 

With a,11 Thy favoured throng; 
Then will.we sincr more sweet, more loud, 

. And Christ aha.II be our song." 
Mes. M. WORKMAN, of Guildford, fell 

asleep in Jesus, August 8, 1898, in the 80th 
year c,f her age. Baptized in April, 1874, 
by our dear brother W. Kern, who waa 
than pastor of the Old Baptist Chapel, 
receivmg the right hand of fellowship in 
May; eheremained in membership with us 
till the time of her death. Her ·consistent 
and saintly life we miss, her earnest prayers 
for the loved ones dear to her; and also for 
the welfare and prosperity of Zion we mourn 
over, and our cry to our gracions God is, 
"Hear, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth." 
May He be pleased to raise up others to take 
the place of such that He is gathering unto 
Himeelf. Although greatly afflicted and 
confined to her bed for over twelve months, 
yet her affliction was borne with resigna
tion and patience; and whilst often wishing 
the. Lord to come and take her home to be 
at rest, she ever e.ided by saying, neverthe• 
Jes•, •• Not my will, but thine be done.'' 
and oo we can of a truth say, "The 
memory of the just is blessed,'' and. "May 
our last end be like her's.'' We laid her 
to rest in Guildford Cemetery on Saturday 
afternoon, August 13th, in the presence of ad 
goodly number of sorrowing friends, a!' 
pray the Lord to sanctify this further trW1a.l 
to the family and to us as a Church.- • 
CHISNALL, Guildford. 
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®v~ '~Of['.b's lttJUtSf f:.or lis ~orr.owiH!J 
~istiplrs. 

BY E. MITCHELL. 

I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter."-John x.iv. 16. 

THE disciples would have retained their Lord on earth, but it was 
expedient fo::- them that He should return to heaven. He was not, 

however, unmindful of their sorrow, but administered both instruction 
and consolation to them. He was returning to His Father, but they 
should not be left corn,fortless ; for He would pray the Father, and He 
would give them another Comforter, who should abide with them for 
ever. The inexhaustible fnlness contained in this promise of their Lord 

VoL. LIV. NovEMilER, 1898. x. 
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they aft,erwards experienced; and the whole Church of God in all ages 
bas shared in the blessings it contains. The "Comforter" still abides in 
the Church, and communicates from the abounding fulness of Christ 
every favour and blessing believers enjoy. 

Our text. exhibits the glorious Trinity of the Godhead concerned in 
salrntion. Curious enquiries into the mode of the subsistence of the 
three glorious Persons in the one God are not to be encouraged, but 
eschewed, as savouring of presumption, and highly dangerous. What 
God has revealed in His Word concerning- Himself faith reverently 
accepts, tenaciously clings to, and is satisfied with. ALL SALVATION 
BLESSINGS .A.RE TRACED UP TO THE F .A. THER. His sovereign pleasure 
is the fountain where they rise and whence they flow to us. "Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who bath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ, according as He bath 
chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before Him." It is necessary for us to know 
this in order that we may glorify the Father for the glorious riches of 
His grace, by which we are saved. 

Ha,ing determined to save His chosen, the Father gave His only 
begotten Son to accomplish His gracious purpose. Here a dilitinction is 
manifest. The Father who gave, and the Son who is given, cannot be 
the same in person, though they are one in essence. " I and My Father 
are one," said our Lord. This, though beyond reason to comprehend, is 
not contrary to reason, for the nature of the Godhead is abbve the power 
of reason to grasp. All the true knowledge of God we· possess is by 
revelation. "God is love," and He has manifested His love in the 
amazing gift of His Son, that through Him guilty sinners " should not 
perish," as they have-richly deserved," but have everlasting life." This 
apprehended endears the Father to our souls. 

The Spirit also is the _qift of the Father. Here again the distinction 
of persons is manifest. The Son who prays the Father is one, distinct 
from the Father to whom He prays, and the Spirit that is given in 
answer to His prayer is "another Comforter," clearly distinct from the 
Father who gives, and the Son who asks the girt· for His disciples. Here 
are clear distinctions, but no division. The three are one, and the one 
is three ; but the one is not three in the same sense as He is one, nor are 
the three one in the same sense as they are three. Distinct in personality, 
but united in essence, nature, perfections, will, and glory. As the glorious 
Trinity is distinct in personality, yet one in essence, so also are they 
distinct in office and operation, yet united in our salvation. While we 
glorify the triune God for His wondrous love, and we cannot rightly 
praise God without praising all the Persons, it is well for us to have clear 
scriptural views of the distinct offices of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
that we may intelligently glorify each Divine Person. . The Father's 
good pleasure is the great fountain whence all salvation blessing3 flow. 
"Give Him the glory due unto His name." 

.A.s all our spiritual blessings oome from the Father, so THEY ALL 
FLOW TO us THROUGH THE SON. All the Father's purposes centre in 
the Son. He is the Father's well-beloved, in whom He delights; and 
throucrh whom He bas ever revealed Himself to His creatures. "No· 
m9,n hath sP-en God at any time ; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, He bath declared Him." "God dwe!ls in the Hgbt 
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which no man can ap~roach unto ; whom no man hath seen, nor can 
~ee." But the Ron "1s the brightness" (the effulgence, the raying forth) 
"of His glory, and the express image of His person." A>1 He said to 
Philip," He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.'' By the Ron, the 
-eternal Word, God made the worlds originally, and by His Son He 
-upholds and governs all things which He has made. "For by Him 
were all things created, that are in heaven, and that al'e in earth, visible 
:and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or principalities or 
powers: all things were created by Him and for Him : and He is before 
all things, and by Him a.II things consist." 

Redemption is through the Son. '' The Word was made flesh." The 
Son gave His life a ransom ; we are reconciled to God through His 
,obedience unto death. It is by the blood of Christ we who were far off 
:are made nigh. In Him " we have redemption through His blood, the 
!forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." By His "one 
-effering He has perfected for ever them that are sanctified." He has 
""put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." The Father's testimony 
-concerning Him is, " This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." In Him the Father's face smiles on us, and communion is 
.restored. 

The Spirit is given through the intercession of the Son. " I will pray 
:the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide 
with you for ever ; even the Spirit of truth.'' As the Son has 
meritoriously procured all blessings for His people, so all the blessings 
:are actually bestowed through His interce3sion. Nothing He requests is 
-ever denied by the Father. He asked for the Spirit. His request was 
granted ; and on the day of Pentecost the Spirit, in His plenary 
influences, was poured upon the disciples, and He has abode in the 
-Church ever since. This order glorifies both the Father and the Son ; 
the Father as God, and the Son as Mediator, according to the covenant 
-existing between the Father and the Son. The word Jesus uses, 
rendered, "pray," is thus defined by Ballinger: "epwTo.w" (erotao) 
~, to interrogate, to ask, implying familiarity, if not equality, hence, never 
used of our prayers to God, while it is used of Christ's prayers to the 
Father." On this word Trench remarks : "It implies that he who asks 
,stands on a certain footing of equality with him from whom the boon is 
asked, as king with king; or if not with equality, on such a footing of 
familiarity as lends authority to the request." We must ask from God 
as beggars request an alms, with a consciousness of our own unworthiness 
of the least of all His mercies. But Christ's "is not the petition of the 
-creature to the Creator, but the request of the Son to the Father." He 
:asks, too, on the ground of covenant engagements, that the promised 
gift of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, be bestowed on His disciples. 
He was about to return to His Father, as soon as His work on earth 
should be completed, and at His request the Spirit should be sent to 
abide for ever with the Church. 

A.s all spiritual blessings come to us from Lhe Father thl'ough the 
mediation of the Son, so THEY REACH OUR SOULS BY THE )I!NISTH.ATION 
OF THE HoLY GHOST. He is Christ's only vice-gerent on earth, the 
Sovereign Applier of every new covenant blessing to the Church. He 
works in and through His servants and their ministrations. He 
-convinces "of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment : " He quickens, 
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teaches, leads, and models all true believers : He takes of the things of 
Christ, and shows them to disciples. In a word, the work of grace in 
the hearts of the elect is begun, carried on, and will be finally completed 
by the Holy Ghost. In our text He receives what is, perhaps, His 
sweetest and most endearing title, the "COMFORTER." The word· 
employed, paraklctos, signifies," one called to one's aid," especially in a 
court of jastice (hence, rendered "Advocate'' in 1 John ii. 1) ; generally 
a helper, and hence, "the Helper, the Comforter." 

The Holy Spirit is our great "Helper 1' to whom we may confidently 
look for aid in all our distresses, and weaknesses. '' Likewise the Spirit. 
also helpetlt our infirmities" (Rom. viii. 26). The word rendered 
helpeth is thus explained by Bullinger : " To lay hold of a thing together 
with a person, and so to assist that person." The apostle in the above 
cited passage goes on to give a special example of the Spirit's aid given 
to His people continually. "For we know not what we should pray for 
as we ought; but the Spirit Himself (R.V.) maketh intercession for us. 
with groanings which cannot be uttered." He helps us in prayer, but 
His aid is not confined to prayer, but afforded in every time of need. 
Let us ever call the Divine Paraclete to our assistance. 

The Spirit also is our "Advocate." His office must be distinguished 
from Christ's. Our Lord makes intercession on our behalf in the high 
court of heaven, the Spirit makes intercession for us in our hearts. 
moving our desires, directing our prayers, and causing us to groan after 
the blessings God intends to bestow. While the Saviour was on earth 
He advocated the cause of His disciples, now He has entered into heaven 
He is their Advocate before the throne. But He has procured us another 
Advocate who gi,es His assistance in the court of conscience. Jesus 
frustrates all the accusations of our adversary in the court above, and 
the Spirit defeats his assaults and accusations in our conscience while 
here below. Christ pleads His propitiation before His Father, and the 
Spirit sprinkles our conscience with the blood that cleanses and gives 
peace within ; and thus our adversary is discomfited both in heaven 
and in our own experience. 

But the Spirit is also the Oomfort6r. How delightful is _this title! 
how precious is the "comfort of the Holy Ghost ! " AU- the spiritual 
comfort believers have ever received has come from i,he Holy Spirit. He 
comforts the distressed, broken-hearted sinner by revealing Christ to his 
soul, sealing pardon on his conscience, and shedding abroad the love of 
God in his heart. He comforts tempted souls, who are fearing they 
shall be swept away as with an overwhelming flood, by lifting up the 
standard against their enemy, and causing the floods to subside. He 
cheers weary and way-worn souls by giving them sweet glimpses of the 
better country where they shall enjoy never-ending rest and peace. All 
the promises of the Gospel are employed by the Spirit in the discharge of 
His gracious office ; all the glories and blessings it contains He unfolds 
and applies, while He assures us of our interest in them ; all we have 
ever seen of the excellences and beauties of Christ has been by His 
revelation; and all we have apprehended of the Father's love has been made 
known to us by His gracious operations. " Blessed, loving, and gracious 
Sprit, the great Comforter, how deeply we are indebted to Thee ! 
Pardon all our unmindfulness, ingratitude, and waywardness, and still 
lead, teach, aid, and comfort us until under Thy sure conduct we reach 
our heavenly home ! " 
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OUR POR'rRAIT GALLERY.-No. XI. 
MR. WILLIAM BRUNDISH, MANCHESTER. 

MODERN 11TH OF HEBREWS-THE CORNER-MENDLESHAM-SUFFOLK 
MARTYRS-DR. ROWLAND TAYLOR-KERBEY-ROGER CLARK

Fox's "BooK OF MARTYRS "-DANIEL HERBERT-J. FOREMAN
J. E. BLOOMFIELD-BRETT-WRIGHT-CORBETT-CHARLES 

HILL-A DULL SCHOLAR-YOUNG WONDER-HICKS-NL'NN 
-BANKS-WELLS-COZENS-ALARMED-ROMANS VII.

TEMPTATIONS- JABEZ HART-WILLIA)! GARRARD
DARKNESS- SUNSHINE -BAPTISED - FA:MILY OF 

HARTS - Busy BEE - SENT ouT To PaEACH -
AUTHOR-GRATITUDE, 

DEAR BROTHER,-The brief sketch I write of my life, as desired, 
· I forward, hoping it will be made a blessing to the sons and 

daughters of Zion ; but, like Amos and Gideon, I do not feel worthy of 
a place in your "gallery," or, as we quaintly call it, 

"OUR MODERN 11TH OF HEBREWS;" 
or, "Our Chronicle of the Great;" for" I am neither a prophet or a 
prophet's son, but a gatherer of sycomore fruit." 

Well, at a place called 
" THE CORNER," 

Mendlesham Green, in the parish of Mendlesham, Suffolk, in a cottage 
facing the chapel called" Jireh Particular Baptist," on the 2nd October, 
1833, was born a son and firstborn to Mr. Robert Brundish, bootmaker, 
and was registered at the Parish Church by the name of " William 
Bruildish, son of Robert and Maria Brandish "-your unworthy scribe. 

Mendlesham is well-known in history, and has many traditions. 
Suffolk is noted for a number of martyrs. Less than half-a-mile from 
where the chapel stands-a place called "Cay," or "Clay Hill"
tradition says many died for the truth's sake. It does seem that out of 
their ashes there has sprung a generation to serve God, even to this day. 
Suffolk has more Baptist causes than all others put together (i.e., 
Dissenters), and more in proportion to population than any other 
county in England. 

SUFFOLK MARTYRS. 
In the year 1555, Dr. Rowland Taylor, Vicar of Hadley, or Hadleigh, 

Suffolk, who stands first on the list, sealed the truths he had preached 
in the parish on "the Hadleigh Common." He died at the stake-the 
post of duty; the details 1'1ove our eyes to tears. Then Kerbey, and Roger 
Clark, of Mendlesham, in time of Henry VIII., were burnt to death for 
the truth's sake-they bore a noble testimony, which is fully recorded in 

"FOX'S BOOK OF MARTYRS"-
Clark at Bury-St.-Edmunds, Kerbey at Ipswich; and from that day to 
this, Suffolk has contributed to the noble army of valiants for the truth. 
Even in our day there has been and gone and is-viz., Daniel Herbert, 
the Sudbury rhymer, died the year I was born, 1833; John Foreman, 
the ploughman ; J. E. Bloomfield, the Stow market baker lad (baptized 
at Mendlesham Green) ; John Brett, married Mary Hart, both members 
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at, l\fondlesham; also living, Mr. Garrod; Poock; Wright; Corbett; and' 
last (~t,ill alive), Hon. Charles Rill, Stoke Ash (a sermon he preached' 
in 18fi0, from -Heb. iii. 1, is still fresh to my soul). But to retum. 

My father being poor, and a large family, I was left to learn to read· 
at, the Sabbath-school ; and fot· good attendance I got o. hymn-book and 
Bible. The school was given up for some time. I went then to the 
· Church Schools. When nine, I was elected by the Parish Council on, 
Charities for three years' free education. Education in those days was. 
out of the reach of the working-classes. My father and mother could 
neither read nor write. I was 

A DULL SCHOLAR, 

At twelve I gave place to my brother ; went into the workshop to 
learn the trade of bootmaking with my father. In this I became an 
expert and a ready era.ft. All I learnt at school was soon forgotten, but 
plain reading, and poor wi-iting, and bad spelling. As I grew up I 
made one of a gang for sports, in which I delighted, and, being witty, 
I was ·their fool, and acted as clown and jester ; indeed, I was the limb 
of the " green," and named 

" THE YOUNG WONDER," 

In this I grew proud : I held the palm. But my father insisted on me 
going to some place of worship on the Sunday. So I divided my time 
between four places in the parish ; sometimes I went outside, even as 
far as Stonha.m Baptist Chapel. · 

At this time the cause at Mendlesham Green was at its best
baptizing every month ; the best preachers of the day supplied, and, for 
a time, pastors 

HICKS, FOREMAN, NUNN, BANKS, WELLS, COZENS, TANT, ETC.; 

the place packed every Sunday. They came in traps, on foot, five and 
ten miles; times the like of which are fare to be seen to-day. The 
place enlarged, and again enlarged. It grew to a large Church. 
Deacons grave, sound, and popular; and the Church most famed in, 
Suffolk. (Gadsby's hymn-book was at this time introduced.) 

But I loved my sports, my jesting, &c., which to this day is a snare· 
to me. I longed for the day when I could throw off" home rule," and 
follow the bent of my mind. 

I was now about seventeen, in the year 1850, near Midsummer. 
Work over, 8 p.m., we were let loose. I made for the " ring," about. 
fifty yards from the chapel. A good few were waiting for" The Jester,•• 
" The Fool," " The Wonder ; '' a cheer, '' Here he comes!" as I ran. :r 
heard a voice, from whence I knew not, ring and echo in my ears, or· 
soul, " Thou fool, the greatest of all fools ; " and, like a vision of a. 
moment, I saw the broad road to hell, and I was in it. 

ALARM.ED. 

The fear, the dread, the guilt of ruy soul that night. Every m~m~nt 
I feared to fall into hell. A sermon, from Acts x. 4, made convictton 
deeper. I fell in the pew as if shot, my knees smote, I prayed, I wept .. 
It now became a real struggle to be religious; Satan was soon at work. 
He began thus:-" You are too young"-" You may fall away"
" You will sacrifice the best part of your life"-" You will soon be fit 
for any town, even London, and all the pleasures of life"-" Then the 
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scorns of your equals"-" Get older, there is plenty of time to be 
religious yet." 

This was the kind of gospel that fell in with my carnal mind. I 
now plunged into sin, as_a whale into the sea with the harpoon in it; 
for the law, like an arrow, was in my soul; and for twelve months 
sinning, repenting, vowing-to-day good, to-morrow bad,-till guilt and 
fear of death and hell was an experience I could not explain ; life was 
unbearable, all pleasure of the world had lost its charm, the company of 
the godly sought, every si:J bject in the Bible engrossed my thoughts. No 
passage in Scripture pictured ·me worse than I felt,-" the leper," "the 
cage of unclean birds," "heart deceitful," " soul full of concupiscence," 

ROMANS VII.-

in a word, " a cesspool of reptiles," " a dungeon full of unexplainables," 
"a Sodom within me." I imperceptibly became religious in my heart, 
'reformed in my life by an influence irresistible. Yes, from necessity 
and duty pressing on me, with all the simplicity of a child, without guile 
or any carnal object in view. But one day, like the sun from a dark 
cloud, peace broke into my troubled soul, and all was joy. 

'];hie only prepared me for. the trial that awaited me. 
TEMPTATIONS. 

Satan returned. He said: "Your joy and peace is only flesh; it is a 
delusion. Your soul-trouble is nothing to God's people." Satan took 
advantage of my ignorance, for I had read but little. So I prayed, 
~, Oh, God, send soul-trouble that I may answer this, but save my soul! " 
now forty-eight years since. That hymn, 

"I asked the Lord that I might grow," &c., 
was sweet to me when I found it after all was over. I will but briefly 
summarise the trial. Tempted to believe-

I. Every religion was a delusion. 
II. Bible was full of lies and fiction. 
III. Infidelity, till I doubted my own existence. 
IV. Blasphemy and oaths raged in my breast like the sea and 

tempest. 
. V. To escape all, "End this by a plunge into the unknown. If 
there is a God, fate hangs over the head of every one.'' 

VI. I felt the power moving me to fate. " Tempt God, and prove 
His promise.'' " Cast thyself into the flood.'' 

Day by day I was saved. Now Satan took another turn: "You 
have sinned the sin unto death. All is over, no mercy." Sleep left me, 
I prayed to die. I was unfit for daily labours. I was an object of pity. 
The last thrust of the enemy-viz., "No one that ever was saved has 
been tempted after this fashion." I wished I had never been born. I 
envied the beast. 

JABEZ HAll.T-,\'ILLIA).[ GARRARD. 

A tract was put into my hand by J abez Hart ( who was then under 
conviction); it was" The Life of Wm. Garrard: Watchman on the 
Walls." This broke the spell. As I read, my soul was set free. I sang 
songs of praise to Jesus my Saviour; trees of the wood, birds, and beasts 
of the field were my hearers. My sins and guilt, before like mountains 
and waves, now could not be found, in number as the sands on the sea 
shore, drowned in blood from the " Fountain open for sin and uncleti.11-
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ness." Turning to Satan, I addressed him thus : " Thou father of lies1 
you have taken advantage of my ignorance. You vile tempter, speak 
now if you have any truth. Begone ! begone I " 

DARKNESS-SUNSHINE. 

I had three months' darkness; I had three months' sunshine. I now 
wrote to brother Garrard, and years after, at Bacup, I had the ple~ure 
of entertaining him, as also brother Samuel Cozens, and corresponded 
till they died. They were heroes for the truth. 

BAPTISED. 

Brother Jabez Hart (now deacon at Crowfield), with myself, were 
baptised together at Mendlesham Green, February 22, 1852, in my 
nineteenth year. It was coldl snow a foot deep; but the chapel waa full 
to the water's edge. This passage came," Not a dog shall move its 
tongue;" and so it was. The mothers in Israel said one to another, 
" That lad will be a preacher;" and they wept for joy. My "pals n 
were over-awed when they saw their "chief," the ruddy, rustic youth; 
moving down into the water, and coming out, a sight the oldest inhabitant 
had not seen before. The text was, " God bless the lads" (Gen: 
xl,iii. 16). That day the people said," We never saw it after this 
fashion." I was the only one of the family, numbering about 100 souls, 
who made a profession. 

I now felt it would be better for me to remove, if Providence opened 
the way, as there were no prospects in trade in my native village. 

In a few months an offer came from Bacup, Lancashire. Brother 
W. Ling and I left Mendlesham, with the tears and prayers of the friends, 
October 21, 1852. God gave me this promise," I will be with thee in all 
places," &c. (Gen. xxviii. 15), as I passed the division line, Stonham
road . 

.!.11 went well, and on July 26, 1853, I was married to. Anna Hart, 
youngest daughter of John and Elizabeth Hart, Stow-up-land, at Stow
market Baptist Chapel : we were both members at Mendlesham. This 

FAMILY OF HARTS 

was a remarkable one: the very contrast to my family. Father, mother; 
sons, and daughters-thirteen in number-in process of time, all became 
members of BaptiRt causes, all gone, I believe, but J abez and James.• 
After them, grand-children not a few. 

The last words of Anna, my wife, were :
"Dee.this no more e. frightful foe," &c. 

Now I must pass over an eventful life of )'.)lore than thirty yeara, 
passing through every degree of Church and school experience, business 
and domestic life, providence and grace. 

Events :-Birtbs, deaths, marriages, &c. 
My family :-Eleven children, thirteen living grand-children, one 

great-grand-child; my age last birthday, sixty-four; three daughters 
members of the Church, Rochdale-road, Manchester, under pastor Hugo 
Gruber (late W. Gadsby). 

MOVING HIS TENT. 

My tent :-I have removed my tent thirteen times-i.e., Bacup, 

• The obitue.ry of Nathe.niel He.rt, appee.red in the VESSEL, June, 1895, and 
Standard, September, 1898. Ree.d page 408. "Melicent," the oldest daughter. 
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Mendlesham-strcet, Stacksteads, Oldham, Bacup (second time), Open
shaw, Manchester, &c. 

THE JIUSY BEE. 

As events blocked my way to go out and supply, I found plenty of 
work at school, teaching a class of men of all ages ; reading and 
expounding twice in the week at cottage meetings; a public essayist and 
1ecturer ; being a member of classes- Bible-classes, &c.-in Bacup, 
Oldham, Manchester, Hollinwood, &c. 

SENT OUT TO PREACH, 

In the year 1882, January 22, the Church at Mendlesham Green, 
passed the following resolution, after two full meetings and prayer, viz.:-

" Moved by brother John Finbow, a.nd seconded by brother Wm. Arbon, 
' Tha.t brother William Brundish have the sanction of this Church to 
preach the Gospel wherever a. door ma.y be opened in the Providence of 
God.' Carried unanimously. We, the Church, unite in love a.nd prayer, 
wishing you God-speed. "JOHN ScARFE, Deacon. 

To William Brundish, Manchester. 
"H. HART, SecretMy.'' 

I soon had plenty of doors open, and, by God's help, continue to 
this day. Besides daily business, my yearly work is at the rate
travelling 3,000 miles, preaching and lecturing 120 times, and at spare 
hours write books, new lectures, &c. The last twelve years' record is-
36,000 miles travelled, 1,500 sermons and lectures delivered, &c. ; no 
mishap. 

AUTHOR. 

I have written three books-viz.: "Daily Bread," "Layman's 
Standard of a Parson" (Rom. vii. explained), "Problem Solved." Many 
MSS. 

GR.1.TITUDE. 

God be thanked for all His mercies; and my thanks to all my friends 
for all their kindness to me in all places I have laboured. They are 
witnesses. . Grace be unto them all. 

Yours in the tmth, 
WILLIA){ BRUNDISH. 

209, Ashton New-roa.d, Manchester, September 14, 1898. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

WONDERFUL LIBERTY. 

LIBERTY! Freedom! What music dwells in the sound! The 
glory and the boast of the English-speaking peoples at home and 

abroad in the other hemisphere, for with all the imperfections that 
attach themselves to the best earthly things, we have long enjoyed a vast 
amount of liberty, far exceeding that of the other nations of the earth. 

The old song-too proud, too boastful though it was-expresses the 
sentiment so dear to many a British heart-

" Rule Britannia., Britannia. rule the waves, 
Britons never, never, never shall be slaves." 

How strange, though, that freedom-loving people should tolerate slaYery 
y 
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in any part of their dominions, yet the English once had slaves in the 
West Indies, and at one time there were 323,827 slaves in the Island of 
Jamaica ; while more recently slavery was largely found in the Southern 
part of the United States of America until, in consequence of the triumph 
of the "North" in the terrible civil war, which raged during the first part 
of Abraham Lincoln's presidency, all the slaves there were set at liberty on 
New Year's-day, 1863. Many tender hearts bled for the sorrows of the 
slaves, and many tongues and pens were moved on their behalf, and in 
our own country the names of Wilberforce and Cowper will always be 
remembered as champions of the downtrodden captive. The statesman 
laboured in Parliamentary councils, and the poet directed some of his 
most eloquent and glowing lines to the same noble end, the freeing of 
the poor creatures whom avarice had fettered, and selfishness kept in 
bondage. 

Alas! that slavery should have survived in other places when it was 
abolished by England and America, and that awful stories of treachery, 
oppression and cruelty should still have had to be told. Still we rejoice 
that we have washed our hands of this abominable stain, and we can 
say, " We have no slaves in England, nor in English possessions either !" 
And yet before these words leave my pen, the question sounds in my 
ear and heart, Are there no slaves in England ? What did the Lord 
Jesus say about liberty and slavery ? "Whosoever committeth sin is the 
servant (the slave) of sin,"" and did not Paul speak of "being taken 
captive by the devil at his will ? "t 

Alas ! if we take this view of the matter, there are millions of slaves 
in this boasted land of liberty, held in the worst of bondage, many of whom 
are so helplessly and hopelessly enslaved that they have not even the desire 
to be free. There are drunkards who admit sometimes the evil and folly of 

their besetting vice, and yet they go on returning to it ; there are sinners 
in other ways who will confess that the way they take is wrong, and yet 
they do not" break off their sins by righteousness," and why? They 
are slaves, though they would scorn to allow it, and would, perhaps, 
deny their bondage as indignantly as did the Jews of old. But denials 
do not alter facts, and it still is true that-

" He is the freeman whom the truth makes free, 
And all are slaves besides." 

Slavery is a hard and cruel lot, and the .way of transgressors is hard. 
Yes, it really is ; even when their laugh is loudest " their hearts are 
sorrowfui and the end of that mirth is heaviness."+ Slavery is degrad
ing, the slave is the lowest in the social scale, and "sin is a reproach to 
any people and to any individual."§ Slaves have no recognised rights, 
and sinners have no claim to any blessing from God's hand, not even 
have they a right to live ; and slaves can only be set free either by being 
redeemed, or by their masters being conquered and compelled to give 
them up. And sinners are set free in this double way, redeemed by the 
precious blood of Christ, they are delivered from the bondage of sin and 
Satan by the almighty grace of God. Jesus said, " If the Son shall 
make you free ye shall be free indeed," and "Ye shall know the truth 
and the truth shall make you free." And this is the only real, lasting 
freedom that can be enjoyed by any one of us; evil habits may be broken 
off, self-denial may be practised in some things, yet the root of all the 

"John viii. 44. t 2 Tim. ii. 26. t Prov. xiv. 13. § Prov. xiv. 34. 
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mischief still remains within, and we are never truly free unless God 
makes us so. 

Dear reader, you too were in this spiritual sense born a slave; have 
you been made free ? Do you feel your bondage and long for liberty ? 
If you think you can be your own master or mistress yon are mistaken, 
none of us are our own, we either are held in the captivity of Satan or 
we belong to Him who gave His own heart's blood to purchase our 
liberty; His yoke is easy, His burden is light, and blessed are all they 
who serve the Lord Jesus Christ. Yes-

"There is yet a liberty, unsung 
By poets and by senators unpraised, 
Which monarchs cannot grant, nor all the powers 
Of earth and hell confederate take away; 
A liberty which persecution, fraud, 
Oppressions, prisons have no power to bind, 
Which whoso tastes can be enslaved no more. 
'Tis liberty of heart derived from heaven, 
Bought with His blood who gave to mankind 
And sealed with the same token •.• 

(Blast) liberty I A flight into His arms 
Ere yet mortality's fine threads give way, 
A clear escape from tyrannizing lust, 
And full immunity from penal woe." 

So sang Cowper in one of his lovely poems, " The Winter Morning 
Walk," and that beautiful expression of flying into the arms of love 
divine, is no mere poetic fancy. The Father" ran to meet the returning 
prodigal, and fell on his neck and kissed him," and those whom God 
makes free are welcomed to His house, His arms, His heart, and shall 
enter into His eternal joy. 

Once more let us ask the question, Have we received this liberty? 
Are we enslaved or free ? •" The wages of sin is death, but the gift, the 
free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BYM.A.J. 

Resting on Jesus.-John xiii. 23. 

1-fODESTY is a virtue-this virtue the beloved John possessed in a 
JJl very high degree. He purposely withholds his name, takes a back 
seat, stands in the shade so that his Master may have the pre-eminence 
-even in this. Although he tells not his name we recognise the man by 
his place and posture. Wh~t noble traits 'Ye find in John's char~cte_r
,traits which stand out prommently and which call forth our adm1rat10n. 
For example, think of his deep humility, of his genuine love, and his 
true devotion to his Lord. We do not wonder that artists invariably 
paint bis face in features of genlleness and affe~tion_. Then think of 
his holy trust; he never seems to have doubted, his faith never wavered 
Peter may deny his Lord, and Thomas may have grave doubts, but John 
is the man of trust and confidence. His faith is not to be shaken. There 
.are three words suo-gested to my mind in reading the verse marked out. 
- When, where, zihat. These three words will help us in our short 
meditation. 
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WHEN 

was it John reclined on Jesus' bosom? It was a time of great darkness 
and trial. Words had fallen from the lips of the great Teacher ; strange 
words they were, of betrayal, of sorrow, sadness. All joy and hope had 
fled, elands of darkness gathered round that friendly circle. They were 
amazed, astonishment had taken hold of them. Heart-searching questions 
were being asked by each, as to who the traitor should be. They had 
grasped the fact, stern, real, so full of meaning to them; the Master was. 
certainly about to go away, and all the fondly cherished hopes of the 
disciples were being destroyed, crushed, frustrated. We gaze upon the
little company, we see how sorrowful they look. Although the mist and 
darkness envelope them, we can just see the one we are anxious to see. 
Yes, as the question rises in our mind, Where is John ? There he is. 
Sorrow does not drive him from his Lord, but draws him nearer to the 
Man of Sorrows. 

Wbat a lesson for us. Sorrow should not drive us to despair, but 
should bring us nearer the loving heart of the gentle Jesus-to His 
bosom. Thank God that in moments of great darkness of-soul, rays of 
light, and nearness to Christ have been realized. Grand Christian hope -
of the soul, to be brought nearer the blessed One, and to feel· the touch 
of Divine love when under the cloud. This is no delusion, but a glorious, 
soul-reviving reality. The time for the exercising of faith, calling forth 
the noblest powers of the soul saturated with the grace of Jesus, are in 
times of darkness, trial, and loss. In the beloved disciple we have an 
example worthy of imitation. 0 for grace to rest on Jesus, "till the 
storm be past." 

WHERE 

was it that John leaned? On Jesus' breast. Not merely on His arm, 
the place of strength, nor on His shoulder, the place of upholding. 
Comforting as all this is, and we have Scriptures for the points raised, 
"He shall gather the lambs with His arm." "The government shall be 
upon His shoulder." "He shall uphold thee by the right hand of His 
power." That is all very delightfully encouraging to the saints, but our 
text goes farther than this. It is on His bosom, the place of love and 
tenderness. It is well to know that divine omnipotence is underneath 
all our weakness ; but omnipotence is cold, unless we can discover the 
great heart of love within it. Sirs, omnipotence, sovereignty, are great 
towers of strength to us, but love, gentleness, and tenderness, are towers 
in which the tired, timid believer hides. Truly, love and tenderness are 
breasts of consolation, from whence consolation is drawn day by day. 

To rest in the love of Jesus, 0 divine privilege! Happy soul who 
can lean on divine, unchanging, infinite, eternal love ! What a tender
ness there is in Jesus ! His touch so delicate, His voice so sweet, His 
dealinas so gentle. His very nature is tenderness. "Be not afraid, it 
is I." 0 Oh, if we could but more fully realize this sublime thought, it 
would sweeten our lives. 

" When on my Beloved I gaze, 
So dazzling His beauties appear, 

His charms so transcendently blaze, 
The sight is too melting to bear.'' 

WH.A.'1' 

did John do ? He leaned. That is, he rested his weight on the lo,·e of 
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his Lor~. Like the Church of old lectm'.n_r; on the Beloved. My brother, 
thy lovmg Lord would have thee lean on Him. Christ desires to carry 
our burdens. The exhortation of the psalmiet comes in here, "Roll thy 
burden upon the Lord." Christ is not only the sin-bearer but the burden
bearer also. So let us try to lay hold of this precious thought. Jesus, 
-our Elder Brother, would take upon Him our sins and all our cares. We 
desire, as awakened by the Holy Ghost, to lay our sine at His dear feet. 
·O beloved, let us lay our cares there also. '' Cast all your care upon Him," 
for the simple reason, "He careth for you." This is not all; our Lord 
would have us do more than this-viz., cast not only our sins and our cares, 
but ourselves upon Him. He can carry the sin, cares, and ourselves. 
He can bear us and all our loads as well. "Oh, what a Friend we have 
in Jesus." Do not try to bear your sorrows; lean on Jesus, lay thy head 
upon His bosom. Weak as you are, helpless as you are, lean on Jesus. 
Take your burden of sins, cast them at His feet ; more, cast yourself 
entirely upon Him. Verily thou shalt be saved, comforted, and helped. 
Do not forget, ye tried ones, that you have a compassionate High Priest, 
who fully enters into all your needs, who fully understands all your cir
cumstances, and in all of them He says, " Child, lean thyself upon Me," 
I can and will carry both thy load and thyself." 

" Rock of ages, shelter me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee I 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy wounded side which :flow'd, 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and power." 

THEJUDGMENTS AND FAITHFULNESS OF THE LORD. 
BY JAMES C.A.LCOTT. 

"I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments a.re right, a.nd that Thou in faithful
ness hast afflicted me."-Psa.lm cxix. 75. 

THE teaching of the Spirit of God convinces the soul of the justice, 
longsuffering, lovingkindness and faithfulness of the Lord. It not 

only brings the heart to the altar of confession, but it causes the soul to 
acknowledge that every act and dispensation are just and true. Vital 
godliness is a personal matter ; it is a revelation of the secret of the 

· Lord to the inmost heart. Light, knowledge, and understanding, are 
contained in that secret. It views the unerring hand of God in its 
wonder-working power. Mist, doubt, rebellion, and hard thoughts, are 
driven away by the Lord's tender, compassionate rays of holy knowledge. 
His judgments without light appear as the rod of His wrath ; darkness, 
fear, and trembling, cover the soul as a garment. The harp is on the 
willows, the voice of melody is silent, the courts of the Lord afford not 
the same holy comfort they once did. " For God maketh my heart soft, 
and the Almighty troubleth me." The people of God appear cold and 
indifferent. In trouble one can see who one's true friends are. Alas, 
how few. Down, down into a labyrinth of sorrow the heart sin~s. 1:he 
anguish of spirit is so great that the breast is ready to burst with grief. 
The Lord, who ever keeps a watchful eye upon His redeemed on_es, leads 
on step by step until all their strength is gone. Hope droops its head, 
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bitterness weighs down the soul, and out of the depths of affliction, the 
tired one cries, " Refuge fails me, no man careth for my soul " (Psa. cxlii. 
4). How hard under such circumstances it is to say," I know, 0 Lord, 
that Thy judgments are right." 

In His faithfulness He lays the axe to the root to bring Bis people 
nearer to Himself. Hast thou stepped out of the way of His command
ments ? If so, however sweet thy intercourse has been in times past, 
"Then will I V'isit their transgression with a rod" (Psa. lxxxix. 32). 
But in keeping of them there is great reward. Holy, sacred, and blessed 
path. "To obey is better than sacrifice and to hearken than the fat of 
rams." "They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy" 
(Jonah ii. 8). All believers are brought sooner or later to acknowledge 
that God's judgments are right. 

" THE ROD OF HIS CORRECTION IS AS NEEDFUL 

As THE STAFF OF HIS PROMISES." 

The world with its allurements, which are palatable and pleasant to 
the flesh, divide the soul from God. Pride and ambition are the two 
great enemies of God. Pride leads, ambition covets. The former shows 
itself in .arious ways, and under many heads. Sometimes it appears in 
a garment of meekness. At other times it assumes lordly apparel. 
Ambition, which has slain its thousands, is the insatiable enemy of man. 
There are but few roads where these monsters are not found. They 
never enter the valley of humility, nor desecrate the paths of meekness. 
But, 0 lamentable fact, the soul of every person possesses them to some 
degree, and in faithfulness the Lord afflicts the heart to bring down 
these beasts of prey that war against the holy principle which God 
imparts to His loved ones. When the scythe of the Lord has mown down 
these sinful obstacles and opened the way to the footstool of the Cross, 
the soul sweetly sings :-

" Here it is I find my heaven, 
While upon the Lamb I gaze." 

Ah, then there is no hesitation, but a holy willingness to re-echo the 
Psalmist's words, "I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and 
that Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me." 

Human nature also loves praise, and likes to hear flattering things 
said about it. Such things are a curse to man, because it gives strength 
to that which opposes the heavenly gift, and thus proves a snare to those 
who are under its false influences. The judgments of God drive back 
these Satanic impediments and cleanse the soul that the graces of the 
Spirit may show themselves in their beauty and comeliness. It is t~e 
voice of these graces that proclaim His judgments right. The heart IS 
brought down into holy submission, humility blooms with its sweet and 
unobtrusive flower. The heart sings, "He bath done all things well." 
" 0 Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life ~f 
my spirit" (Isa. xxxviii. 16). The promises of God warble out their 
holy strains of comfort and love. The rod is kissed, the Lord is praised, 
and confession is freely made. " I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments 
are right." Deliverance is very near honest confession. The hand of 
faith reaches forth to take the harp from the willows. 

" Loud to the praise of Christ our Lord 
Let every string awake." 
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There is always a cause when the Lord afflicts, whether it is seen or not. 
" For He doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men " 
(Lam. iii. 33). The furnace at times is a consecrated spot. It was to 
Shadrach, etc., for the Master was with them. " Lo, I see four men 
loose " (Dan iii. 25 ). 

" Our sorrows in i,he scales He weighs, 
And measures out our pa.ins." 

The faithfulness of God is a blessed resting-place to the soul. The 
cross may be weighty, the pathway rough, afflictions and sorrows may 
surround, hope may languish, the future look as dark as midnight, but 
the faithfulness of God is as firm as the everlasting hills. It was that 
which placed the hedge around Job, that Satan could not touch him, and 
the same hedge is around everyone that has no other refuge but a precious 
Christ. From the very depths of afflictions where the judgments of God 
had brought Job, even from there He lifted him to the high mountain 
of assurance where he exclaimed, " For I know that my Redeemer liveth." 
This same God still lives to sustain, heal, soothe, and bless all those who 
love His precious name. "His mercies are new every morning. Great 
is Thy faithfulness." He will rebuke and chasten to the end of our 
pilgrimage. But, blessed be His name, He will ne'er destroy the 
people of His choice. 

Coventry. 

RECORDING THE LOVJNGKINDNESS OF THE LORD. 

I WAS born at Harwich, Essex, Jan. 1, 1844, my father being pastor 
of Ebenezer Baptist Chapel in that town. We removed to 2, Oregan 

Terrace, now 87, Peckham Rye, Oct. 8, 1848, so that at this date, Oct. 
8, 1898, I have completed my jubilee of residence in this neighbourhood. 
I now reside at Littlefield Lodge, Linden Grove, N unhead, and if I 
live till Sept. 25, 1901, I shall have lived 50 years in this house. I have 
lost father, mother, and aunt, the late Miss Chitty, also my kind horu;e
keeper. Miss Abel, during the time, but her elder sister, Miss Abel, and 
niece, Miss Brennen, are still with me. I have much to be thankful for, 
and though afflicted in body since my birth and unable to walk, yet 
have good general health, for which I cannot be too thankful. And 
am assured that I am spared for some good purpose, thot1gh 
sometimes cast down, but never cast off, and the Lord having taken care 
of me so long will not forsake me till my work is finished, as I believe 
in predestination such will be the case. I hope and trust that when my 
appointed time comes, I shall follow those I loved to glory and be 
for ever blest; and will the Lord's people pray that such may be the case 
with one and all, for His name's sake. W. E. SOPER. 

A WORD TO OUR AssOCIATED CHURCHEs.-Union is strength, persistent 
differences mean permanent weakness. It is incumbent upon every member 
of our community to study unity, and not division ; alliance, and not elimina
tion, to give up claims of infallibility ; and to join as one man for the defence 
of the faith "once delivered to the saints ; " to exhibit the basis of a common 
belief, to cherish more strongly than hitherto, the underlying points of 
aro-ument to drop dissensions, and go forth to conquer in the name of the 
L;rd, and the grace of the Holy Spirit.-T. J. 
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BAPTISTS-WHAT ABOUT THEM? 
Sei·ial Papel's on Baptist Histol'y, Pi·inciples, Practices, Oh111·ches, 

and Men.-XXI\T. 
BY SAMUEL BANKS. 

CHURCH OFFICERS-( continued). 
THE T\YELYE APOSTLES-WHAT BECAME OF THEM? 

THE answer is-they fought a good fight, finished their course, and went to be 
with Christ, which is far better. The glorious company of the Apostles praise 
Thee ! But here are a few TRADITIONAL NOTES concerning their career when 
on earth and their departure from the earth, which are not without interest:-

J.UIE$ (the son of Alphreus) continued to exercise paramount influence in 
the Church at Jerusalem, till bis martyrdom. 

Ji::DE (or Judas, or Lebbreus, or Thaddreus), brother of James, took 
active part in the propagation of the faith in Mesopotamia, having his station 
at Edessa. where Christianity met with favourable reception. 

A:);DREW. e,·angelized Cappadocia, Galatia, and Bythinia ; he even pene
trated into Scythia, Thrace, and Macedonia. He was sentenced by the Pro
Consul of Arabia to be crucified, because the Pro-Consul was so enraged at 
the con version of his wife. 

PmLJP settled in that part of Phrygia which included Colosse, Laodicea, 
ancl Hierapolis, where were the Churches founded by Paul and Epaphras. He 
took up his abode at Hierapolis with his daughters, one of whom had the gift 
of prophecy. His influence was great over the whole of Asia Minor. He died 
and was buried at Hierapolis. 

MATTHEW proclaimed the glad tidings in Arabia, the Gospel bearing his 
name being subsequently found in the language of that country. Here he 
was followed by Bartholomew and Nathanael (who had at first accompanied 
Philip into Phrygia). Matthew is said to have been burned. 

MA.TTHIAS ministered principally in Ethiopia. 
JAMES, the son of Zebedee, and brother of John, slain with the sword, by 

order of Herod. 
Srno~ ZELOTES preached the Gospel in Mauritania and Libya ; he is 

reported even to have visited Britain. 
THOMAS laboured in the district adjoining Parthia, which country bordered 

on India ; indeed, the extreme Eastern point of the Primitive Christian 
mission seems to have been the Western frontier of India. In the time of 
Constantine, a missionary who had returned from that country, asserted that 
he had met with Christians professing Evangelical doctrine in its most ancient 
form. We are told that Thomas was slain, being pierced through with a 
lance. 

BARTHOLOMEW, after abundant labours in Arabia, amongst other places, was 
beheaded. 

PETER (Sr MON) chose Babylon as his centre of labour, where he was joine_d 
by Silas for awhile. He visited Rome, but there is nothing whatever m this 
to favour the error of his ever having been bishop (or pastor) of the Christian 
Church there, which Church had been founded many years before Peter's 
arrival, and had for some time been moulded under the powerful influence of 
the Apostle Paul. Peter visited Rome to preach the Gospel (with Mark as 
interpreter, as Peter knew not the Latin tongue). He soon paid with his life 
the peualty of his faithfulness to Christ. 

JoH~-the disciple whom Jesus loved-the loving apostle, whose Gospel 
aod Epistles are so highly esteemed by the spiritually-minded, presents a 
touching picture in his old age, when, by reason of the infirmities thereof, he 
is carried up to the Christian assembly, when they meet for worship, by a fe~ 
of J,is brethren in Christ, and frer1uently all he is able to say when there, is his 
oft-repeated phrase, "Little children, love one another." 

It is impossible to vouch for the historical reliability of the foregoing tra· 
ditivns, but it is certain that the first Christian missionaries in these remote 
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countries fell in the midst of their enemies, and the obscurity of their death is 
guarantee of their heroic fidelity. "These 'lights of the world' disappeared 
from sight, but the world was illumined by them." 

THE APOSTl,ESHJP OF PAUL. 

It is unnecessary to dwell on the fact that he was not one of THE TWELY g 
apostles. 

SAUL-PAUL-Acts xiii. 12. We have no warrant to identify the time 
when this name appears in the sacred narrative with that of its first adoption 
_by the apostle. Most probably "Paul" was the Greek form of the name 
"Saul," and the apostle, after entering upon his mission among the Gentiles, 
began to use it habitually. While "San!" means "the desired one," Paul 
may be taken to signify "small, humble, mean;'' and some have thought 
they could perceive a connection in this with 1 Cor. xv. D. A word about 
the brother who baptized Paul, after his conversion. 

Ananias was a simple disciple, holding no particular office in the Church. 
There is nothing whatever in the narrative to lead us to suppose that he was 
an elder; as to his being a priest or bishop, the idea is simply absurd at that 
period. 

Paul's apostolate was not quite of the same nature as THE TWELY& Apostles. 
In what was it similar, and in what superioi· to theirs ? 

The twelve Apostles were pre-eminently the witnesses of Jesus Christ, for 
the special mission of this first generation of Christians was to preserve the 
living memory of the Redeemer (1 John ii. 1, &c.). In this respect Paul in no 
way differs from the twelve. 

The essential condition for taking rank among the twelve Apostles was ,. to 
have been with the Lord Jesus all the time that He went in and out among 
them, beginning from the baptiRm of John unto the same day that He was 
taken up from them" (Acts i. 21, 22). Now here is a difference. 1. Pan! 
received his commission direct from the Lord Jesus, whom (as his own Saviour) 
he saw only as the risen, ascended, and glorified Chr.ist; which sight, however, 
was no mere vision-it was miraculous and positive. 2. Ee received not his 
apostolate by transmission, Ananias who laid his hands on him (as we have 
seen) being an unofficial believer. Paul's apostolate was conferred by a direct 
revelation, and stands in no relation to any positive institution. 3. Behold its 
astonishing fruitfulness, especially amongst the Gentiles, but also amongst 
Jews as well. (Gal. i.11, 12, ii. 6-8; Acts xxii. 21; Gal. i. and ii.) 

"Shall I, for fear of feeble man I Give me Thy strength, 0 God of power ! 
Thy Spirit'• conrse in ma restrain? Then let winds blow, or thunders roar, 
Or, undismayed in deed and word, I Thy faithful witness will I be: 
Be a true witness for my Lorj? 'Tis flx'd I I can do all through Thee ! " 
"Sandlings," St. Mary Cray, Kent, Sept., 1898. 

DEATH AND FUNERAL OF MR. R. LINK, OF GOWER ST'REET. 

BY w. GRAY. 
OUR dear and much-esteemed friend and brother had been a.iling for some time ; 
but he had kept to his post at Gower Street up to within ten da.ys of his death. 
On Sunday, October 2nd, he said to his friend Giddings (who has led the singing 
for some years) : " Don't be a.la.rm~d if I have to go out, a~ I don't feel ver:y: we? 
this morning." However, he contmued through both services, and he wa.s m his 
place as usua.l the Tuesday following. S_ome of the fr\ends, wh~ k~ew more ab?ut 
him, were very much concerned a.bout his hea.lth, fearmg that his time was gettmg 
short. 

Of the thousands of hymns that Mr. Link had given out at Gower Street 
Cha.pel, the 948th was the last, viz. : 

" What is this world to me ? 
This world is not my home; 

A scene of pain. of grief, and woe. 
When will my Saviour come?" 

Some of the friends then present thought, " There is no one in this chapel 
to whom these words were more applicable than to our dear friend Link." 
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The news reached us at the prayer meeting on Thursday following. that he 
was not well enough to leave home; indeed from the account given, some thought 
he would never enter Gower Street Chapel again ; this, we a.re sorry to say, only 
proved too true. 

l\Ir. Remington supplied for us on Sunday, October 9th. He prayed very 
earnestly for Mr. Link on both occasions, and in each discourse made some 
reference to the great cJnsidera.tion that he c Mr. Link) showed to others. In 
confirmation of this he mentioned that when he (Mr. Remington) was supplying 
for four months some years ago, he had to leave Paddington at 6 o'clock on 
lfonday mornings, and Mr. Link never once missed seeing him off. 

Our dear friend continued to get weaker, he being quite unable to take either 
food or drink of any kind without bringing on sickness. This went on until 7.80 on 
Saturday morning, Oct. 15th, 1898, when he peacefully passed away, to be for ever 
with his Lord. This announcement was made from the desk on Sunday morning, 
to the great grief of all present. 

The funeral took place on the following Thursday at Hanwell, a short service 
being held in the chapel. Friends began to assemble by 10 a.m., and by 10 30 
the body of the chapel was nearly a.s full a.s it could be. We noticed friends from 
both ea.uses in Camden Town, Riding-house Street, Soho, Cha.dwell Street, Surrey 
Tabernacle, Great Alie Street, and some Aged Pilgrims from Hornsey Rise. 

Just before 10.30 the coffin was brought in and placed just in front of the 
seat he had occupied as clerk for so many years. Mr. Remington, of Devizes-, 
who officiated, commenced the service by giving out three verses of Hymn 466, 
" Why do we mourn departed friends ? " After reading the Scriptures, he 
said: I was asked to officiate at the funeral of Mr. Ma.rtio, Mr. Longman, Mr. 
Gray, and Mr. Marshall. four former deacons, and I am now called upon to 
commit the fifth to the dust. Empires die, and all nature decays, but the s,,ul 
lives ; no man has any power over his spirit. God gave the spirit, therefore when 
man dies he has to give up his Roul to his God. If our gathering here this 
morning is not a solemn one, we may quit this meeting and say, "Nothing is 
solemn." Heresy will step into a. ma.n's imagination and say, "It is a. sleep." 
But the Word of God declares that when an unbeliever dies, "ln hell he lifts up 
his eyes," and remains there for ever the same sinner. But where is our brother 
Link ? The Scriptures that I have read this morning in your hearing answer 
that question. There are none present who have any doubt a.bout his safety. I 
have known our brother for forty years. He had i:J.o lofty mind. His range of 
mind was very circumscribed, but he was none the worse for that. I never knew 
a more humble, simple-minded man than he was. I don't say this to eulogise 
the creature. In prayer he was simple and real. He had no uniform confidence. 
I got on well with him on that account. God will be sure to clip the wings of 
false faith. He was an officer in this Church for years, and it is not to be 
expected that a number of men will be a.hie to see eye to eye in every little 
matter. The Church ought to allow a diversity of judgment. The devil is always 
on the look out for a.n outbreak in Churches where the truth is preached, and, if 
he can, he will set them quarrelling over minor matters till he has totally 
destroyed the peace of the Church. May the dear Lord sanctify this dispensl!'• 
tion to the Church meeting here. Many have a deep, heartfelt affection for his 
memory. He has contributed to the assistance of the poor and needy for many 
years, now his voice is silent. May th!! Church have wisdom to know how to 
act, to be in no hurry to select one who can fill our brother's place. 

The last three verses of the 446th Hymn was then sung, and Mr. Remington 
concluded this service by prayer. 

The coffin was brought out and placed in the hearse, and, as soon as the 
mourners had left, small parties of friends were seen making their way to t~e 
railway station for HanwelL There were seven of us who just caught the tram 
at Gower-street and arrived at Hanwell 12.15 and made our way to the cemetery. 
Having nearly half-an-hour to spare, gave us a good opportunity of lingering 
round the last 1·esting-place of the remains of our dear brother. The top of the 
coffin of Mrs. Link was quite plain. From it we saw that she died on Sept. 6, 
1882, aged 58. . 

On the arrival of the funeral, the coffin was taken to the grave. After it 
had been lowered, l\fr. Remington read the latter part of 1 Cor. xv. He said: 
Many times have I been called upon to commit to the dust the remains of my 
fellow-creatures, and sometimes I have been obliged to alter the words, "In sure 
and certain hope," drop the word "sure," and adopt the word '' ltope." Bnt 
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to-day, without the least reserve, I can say, "In SURE and CERTAIN HOPE of 
eternal life." Had we not have conducted a service in the chapel, I should have 
said that the 15th chapter in Corinthians is all that is needed for a funeral 
service. It is far better to be guided by the Word of God than by anything else. 

Mr. Remington concluded this short service with the benediction. The 
mourners took a farewell of all that contains the remains of our dear brother. 
After they had left, the friends (numbering about 50) paid their last respect to 
the deceased. 

The plate on the coffin bore this inscription :-
ROBERT LINK, 
Died Oct. 15, 1898. 

Aged 84 Years. 
Among the ministers and friends at the chapel we noticed Mr. Ashdown. 

Mr. Wakeley, ?.:lr. Adams, Mr. Barnes, Mr. Jarvis, and Mr. Gruber, who had' 
come up special from Manchester, and who said "He had lost his best earthly 
friend;" also Messrs. D. Smith, J. W. Banks, and numerous others from 
Chadwell-street. 

The funeral arrangements were in the hands of Mr. Kenyon, of Edgware
road, and everything went off most satisfactorily. 

THE LATE MR. HENRY JAMES WHEATLEY_ 
OuR departed friend and brother entered into the joy of his Lord, September 
12, 1898, in his 60th year. The cause of bis death was truly an unhappy 
one. Three days previous to his translation he went out to post some letters ; 
when but a short distance from his house in Ferntower-road, High bury, a rider 
on a bicycle run him down, the handle of the machine striking his head ; he 
was taken home, became unconscious, and passed away as above stated. The 
coroner's inquest returned a verdict of" Accidental death," which, no doubt, 
was quite correct, but certainly a check should be put upon the great speed and 
heedless way with which these machines are used ; narrow escapes from injury 
and death are of daily occurrence, which we have experienced, and when a 
person is killed by them, it is now looked upon in a cool matter-of-fact way, 
and all a jury has to do is to say "Accidental." 

In his younger days, Mr. Wheatley attended Woodbridge Chapel, Clerken
well, where Mr. Luckin preached the Gospel. After Mr. Luckin passed away 
our deceased friend attended Mount Zion, Chadwell-street, where, for many 
years he was a seat-holder atid contributor to all institutions connected with 
the cause. 

We deeply sympathise with the widow and family, and pray they may 
realise supporting g-race under this very heavy bereaving dispensation, and be 
able to say, in the language of the text from which Mr. Mitchell preached on 
Sunday evening September 25, in noticing the sad event, "He (Jesus) bath 
done all things well." 

This is a brief memorial to one who loved the doctrines of free and sovereign 
grace. Doddridge's hymn, Eph. i. 6, ii. 8-

11 Grace 'tis a charming sound, 
Harmonious to the ear," &c., 

was, as he once told us, very precious to him, and this was the theme of his 
soul, and he is now realising the fact, of what he used to sing-

" Grace all the work shall crown 
Through everlasting days." 

It was his wont on a Sunday morning, in returning home fro'm worship, to 
walk along Upper-street, Islington, in company with his old a1:1d attached 
friend, Mr. Lewis, and talk over what they had heard, and otherw1s~ compa_re 
notes as fellow-pilgrims to the city not made with hands. Francis Lewi~; 
with the family, and others are left to mourn the loss of "a brother 0eloved, 
but "our loss is his gain." . 

We experienced his sympathy in our aflliction, and h?pe to meet him ~y
and-bye, in that country where no "accidents" can possibly occur, and urnte 
with him in the praises of eternity.-J. W. B. 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF Abbey), Belcher (Homerton • row), 
Abbott Box, 

STRICT BAPTIST CHl'"RCHES. Mr, Wilson said it helped to furnish 
HALF-YEARLY MEETING. the mind of the young with the doo-

Hcld (kt.11, 18tlS,at Kepprl-strect.Bloom.,b11ry. trines of the New Testament and the 
ON the above date the autumnal meet- principles we hold sacred, and prepares 
ing of the M.A.S.B.C. were held. Minis- their mind to face the world. 
ter~ and delegates began to arrive early, Mr. Brown (Tadworth) suggested 
and at 2.30 the body of the large edifioe using the Cateoh1sms as tracts-a good 
was well filled. idea, which met with response in the 

President T. Jones, of New Cross, heart of many, 
took his plaoe on the rostrum, and The writer would suggest those who 
asked the meeting to unite in singing can to carry a few about with them 
H n No 1 * when 100 t O ir • and leave one in a 'bus, or tramcar, or 

ym · • s r nr. voices ra1'lway carr1·age, as he h1'mself has with warm hearts, to the tune' Queen-
borough," made the walls of the grand been in the habit of doing with the 
•old building reverberate as they sang- E.V.G.H, for years, The Scripure text 

.. Come, Thou Fount of everv blessing, for thus doing is 
Tune our hearts to sing Thy grace.'' "SOW BESIDE ALL WATERS." 

The President read l Pet, v.:i and Mr. The next business on the agenda was 
W. S. J. J3rown, of Bethel, "J.'adworth, ELECTION, 
sought the Lord's blessing on the Thie is a subject which in spiritual 
meeting, Churches of truth, our matters people disagree-the professing 
-country, &.c. world object to God's election, but 

WORDS OF WELCOME. agree with man's election, so that, as 
Mr. Jones said: It now devolves upon the G.O.M. (C, W. B.) once said, 

me to say a few words, and in the name "MAN MAY ELECT, 
of the Lord we welcome all our brethren BUT GOD MUST NOT," 
to-day. Heartily do we hope the Holy 
Spirit may dwell in our midst, so that so it is. But this election was for a 
all that is done in connection with the president to serve the year 1899-1900, 
Association may have the approbation of and the lot fell upon 
our heavenly Father. May the power of MR, WALTER ABBOTT, 
His graoe cement us as the household of Mount Zion, Chadwell-street Mr. E. 
of God, making us strong in His Marsh, of Gurney-road, Stratfoci, being 
strength for His service. .May this be chosen Vice-President, 
so for Christ's sake. 

The minutes of the former meetings Hon, Solicitor-Mr, James .Mote, 
were read and confirmed, lion. Treasurer-Mr, C. Wilson. 

Hymn s, "Awake my soul," &c., was Hon, Secretaries-Messrs. John Box, 
sung, and F, T. Newman, and J, J. Fromow 

Mr. James Mote (Hon. Solicitor) said were re-chosen. 
he had examined the deeds of the During the time the scrutineers were 
-Church worshipping in Commercial- counting the votes, prayer was offered 
street, Whitechapel, and, finding them by Messrs. Cornwell and Clarke, and 
in accord with the articles of the hymns were sung. 
M..A.S.B.C., proposed the Church be NEW PASTORS. 
united with us. This was seconded by The President had the/leasing duty 
Mr. R. E. Sears and unanimously of giving the right han to four new 
adopted. pastors-Messrs, J. Mayhew (Shalom, 

Mr. G. W. Thomae (Secretary of the Hackney), Tayor (Ebenezer, Ilford), 
Ministers' Benevolent Fund, which stood Patterson (West Norwood), and J. Othen 
at £13U in gifts and promises) urged (Commercial-street, Whitechapel), the 
for further support. latter Church being this day received 

THE CATECHISMS, into Association. 
Mr. E. Marsh spoke of the necessity PROTESTANTISM 'I), POPERY, 

of brii!ging t~e new Catechisms before Mr. w. s, J. Brown said something 
"the c~1ldre1;1 m the Sunday-schools. ought to be done by this Association 
Jhe Catechisms h~ve been epoki:n of as to strengthen the hands of those who 
. the best extant, and well s~ted for are trying to stem the progress of Popery 

Sunday-sc~ools connected with the in this land. 
::11.A.S.B.C. and every Sunday-school, I Mr. Youell supported the suggestion, 
The matter ~as stro~gly supported by remarking that the Primate of the 
~essr-= -~ W 1lson (Hill-street), Palmer 1 Establishment is reported in t~is morn· 

• From H Sb t ~ 15 published by , ing'e papers (October ll)to be m favour 
Ilol,~rt Banksm~d s"in: o. ' · : of transubsta.ntion, &c. 
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Mr. West, Mr. Millwood, and others I PROVIDENCE CHAPEL CLAPHAM 
supported Mr. Brown's suggestion, and JUNf'TION' 

Mr. Mitchell proposed that Mr. Corn- • , · ... 
well prepare a resolution for the oon- OCTOBER E".'ENTS :-J~,,,,.,,,,.,t Jl,:;m,•,1111-• 
sideration of the delegates at the annual -L-tlJP-ral-it !It,'. tltP 8tock,,,PU f(rpha11-
meeting in Maroh next. Mr. Cornwell a,re-Hrtpl_'.'J 8nnrlay-.•rhool W01·!1.-A 
assented. I re,entat 1.1.-n. 

The place of meeting for the annual ON October 2 and J we held our harveBt 
!fathering in March next, on the kind thanksgiving services, and we are 
mvitation of Mr. Cornwell, i~ to be at pleased to report very successful meet
Brixton Tabernacle, Stookwell - roarl, ings. 
a place easily reached by 'bus, rail, or On Sunday morning Mr. John Box 
tram from any part. preached to a good congregation from 

"Praise God from Whom all blessings the words, " For ye have not received 
flow " and the benediction brought the the spirit of bonda!fe again to fear, but 
afternoon meeting to a close. ye have not received the spirit of 

Tea was served to a. large number in adoption whereby we cry, "Abba 
the spacious schoolrooms and vestry. Father." ' 

THE 11:V.ENING J\IEETING In the evening our pastor, Mr. R. E. 
· . . _ Sears, spoke of the lessons to be learned 

commenced by smgmg Hymn<>- from the feasts of the Jews in ancient 
"On wings of faith mount up, my soul, and time. 

,. rise,. . . . ,, The services were continued on Tues
\ ,ew thme mher,t_ance beyond the skies. day, when Mr. E. Mitchell was, we are 

Mr •. Abbott (pres1~ent-elect) read Psa. glad to say, able to be among us. His 
xxx1v., and Mr. W1tton, of Aylesbury, discourse was on the harvest scenes 
offered p_rayer. Messrs. ~ears, Thomas, recor~ed in Ruth ii. and the spiritual 
and White also engaged m prayer, and blessmgs of God's grace which they set 
Hymns 10 and 16 were sung. forth. 

Mr. A. Steele proposed a vote of A goodly number sat down to tea, 
thanks to the friends at Keppel-street after which a 
for the generous way they had been 
entertained that day, and to the ladies PUBLIC MEETING 
for the assiduous way in which they was held, presided over by Mr. F. T. 
had attended to the requirements of Newman, who urged the claim~ of the 
the outer man of so many hungry and Stockwell Orphanage, to which institu
thirsty people; but, as usual with tionhalf the net proceeds of the thanks
Keppel-street~ the resources were equa.l giving collections was given. 
to the demanas. This was seconded by Mr. R. Mutimer gave a -very spiritual 
Mr. Box and responded to by Mr. H. T. address from the words," Why have I 
Ohilvere, pastor. found grace in Thy sight? " 
. This brought to a close the prelimi- Mr. G. W. Thomas made an interest-
nary part of the eveninir service ; and ing speech on Christ a~ the seed-corn of 
while Mr. E. Marsh, of Stratford, was the kingdom, from the text," Except a 
ascending the pulpit, tbe President corn of wheat fall into the ground and 
asked the audience to sing Hymn 7- die, it abideth alone." 
"Just as I am, without one plea, Mr. Wileman spoke well from 

But that Thy blood was shed for me" &1., " Thanks be unto God for His unspeak-
which went very sweetly, and able gift," a.nd 

Mr. Marsh announced his text, "All Mr; Sandell spoke on the words. 
power is given unto Me in heaven and in "What hath God wrought?" 
earth." The discourse was listened to Mr. Millwood and our pastor con
with attention, profit and pleasure, and eluded with kindly reminiscences of 
the happy meetings brought to a close. the past. 

Most of the Churches in Association The collections amounted to over £22. 
were well represented. Among the The Sunday-school choir sang special 
earliest arrivals were the venerable O. anthems, amongst others, ·• 0 taste and 
Wilson, of Hill-street; the brethren see•· (Sullivan), "The eyes of all wait 
Fatinch, of llford; Nash and Clarke. on Thee" (Elvey), and "Thou visitest 
Egham; Rush, Olaygate; Palmer and the earth." 
Coates, Waltham Abbey; Holden and Mr. G. Cox having removed from the 
Howard, Limehouse, and others from neighbourhood, is no longer able to 
a distance were among the first arrivals. conduct, but we are bigh!v favoured to 

It was a thorough good day in every have in his place Mr. E. Marsh. 
respect, and one and all could say in the On the first Sunday in October our 
words of the closing hymn (13), begin- pastor gave his usual quarterly address 
ning, "Blest be the tie that binds"- to the Sunday scholars. About 3llll 

" When we asunder part, 
It gives us inward pain. 

But we shall still be joined in heat·t, 
And hope to meet again." 

JOHN. 

children assembled in the chapel in the 
afternoon and listened very attentively 
to a most interesting address from the 
words, "The child Samuel." Our pastor 

I was enabled to speak very appropriately 
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of the godly character and disposition 
and the useful life of the prophet so 
early called to know the Lord. 

After the address the teachers and a 
number of elder scholars and friends 
assembled in the schoolroom, when a 
presentation was made to Mr. James 
Tilley. Mr. Tilley bas for no less a 
space than twelve years been a very 
useful and successful teacher in our 
school- The demands of business have. 
we regret, necessitated his removal to 
another neighbourhood. The testi
monial took tbe form of a set of silver, 
engraved with a suitable inscription, 
and consisting of a teapot, sugar basin, 
and cream jug. The superintendent, 
Mr. G. Appleton, made the presentation 
in affectionate terms, and Mr. Tilley 
made a suitable reply, in which he 
spoke of the very great happiness the 
work at "Providence" Sunday-~chool 
had brought to him, and how his 
earnest prayers had been and would 
still be for the success of the teaching 
of the young in our midst. 

FRED. W. KEVAN. 

MARGATE (MOUNT EPHRAIM, 
THANET-ROAD).-The 23rd anniversary 
washeldAugust21 and 22,and,although 
there were disappointments (in that 
pastor E. Mitchell was too ill to be with 
us as arranged, and brother Mobbs, of 
Southend. was also prevented owing to 
the illness of his wife), yet it was a 
time long to be remembered. Our much
loved friend and brother Chisnall, pastor 
at Guildford, kindly ea.me to help us, 
and both days passed off most success
fully, for God's presence in our midst 
appeared very manifest. On the Sun
day morning brother Chisnall was 
blessedly helped with his work, and 
although he tried to show his in
efficiency in comparison to the one 
(Mr. E. Mitchell) whose place he was 
filling, yet his powerful words and 
loving remarks of the absent one Eeemed 
to send such a sacred feeling into the 
hearts of the people, and his discourse 
shewed us that our great God could be 
honoured by what means He thought 
fit to use, and natural attainments were 
done away with, in the grace and wis
dom that our blessed Lord only can 
give. The words preached from were 
Acts xxvi. 22, from the heads-(1) Con
fession; (2J Admission; (3) Testimony; 
and feelingly and lovingly did our 
brother pray that the text might beas a 
motto to the Cburch-viz., 11 Having 
therefore obtained help of God, we con
tinue unto this day." Again in the 
evening, to a good congregation, our 
brother was wonderfully helped and 
favoured to preach from Psa. lxxxvii. 
1-3, setting forth with much fervour 
·· the foundation and the gates of Zion." 
Coming to Monday's ~ervices, in the 
:1fternoon, pa.star E. Marsh, who at 
great inoon venience managed to b,; 

with us, and to those who could stand 
the heat of the little chapel it was a 
time of rejoicing ; for, after reading 
Psa. cxlv., our brother spoke from the 
words in Isa. xxxiii. 17, 11 Thine eyes 
shall see the king in His beauty," In 
the opening remarks Isaiah was spoken 
of as the Gospel prophet, and the King 
mentioned in the text was set forth as 
the Eternal God and sinner's Friend, 
who died, arose, and entered heaven as 
a King ; then II His beauty" was 
wondrously shewn a.e being our 
11 Advocate," not as one who pleads for 
a stranger, but as in our oa.se He plead·s 
our ea.use as pleading for those of His 
own kindred and family, a near rela
tion, and His supplication goes forth, as 
it were, with a fraternal, brotherly 
power to attain His end. Also, " His 
beauty " in government and dispensa
tion, blessedly shewing that II our life's 
minutest circumstance is subject to His 
eye," In conclusion our brother re
marked that, although the text read, 
"Thine eyes shall see," &c., yet our 
natural eyes were dim, and it was only 
by spiritual sight being given that we 
could see II those " great beauties. After 
a most enjoyable tea, and a stroll in the 
beautiful park (close to the chapel), the 
evening meeting was commenced~ and, 
although it was so very hot ana un
comfortable, yet a goodly number 
stayed, and we feel tbat many souls 
were refreshed and comforted. Brother 
Chisnall _p_resided, and after singing the 
hymn, "Kindred in Christ for His dear 
sake," the chairman read Psalms oxxii. 
and cxxxiii., and founded his remarks on 
the words, " Pray for the peace of J eru
salem; peace be within thy walls." 
Prayer followed by brother J.B. Wise, 
the former pastor, and again the chair
man feelingly referred to the absence 
of Mr. E. Mitchell, and very encoura
gingly did he beseech the Church to 
face all trouble and danger, and not to 
run away, setting forth by the success 
of the serviceP, and his long and former 
knowledge of the Churoli, that II the 
little one had indeed become a thou
sand." Brother Bloy, P,astor at 
Birchington, then spoke a few words 
on "Peace," speaking of the manner of 
men in professing to make II their peace 
with God," and most vehemently did he 
shew that this was an impossibility, ret 
lovingly besought the Church to II strive 
for that true peace," Our old friend 
Carter, pastor at Broadstairs, followed 
with the words, "We preach Christ cruci
fied," and although our brother's allotted 
time is well nigh run out, yet his face 
brightened and shone as he warmed to 
his favourite theme of Christ in the 
threefold character of Prophet, Priest, 
and King. Once more our able chair
man in a pleasing manner spoke a. little 
upon '' Washing," shewing the natural 
with the spiritual, that the " washing 
is comfortable, but the ironing and get-
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ting to perfeotion ie not pleasant. Our 
brother Marsh then oloeed the meeting 
with the words, 11 My God shall su_Pply 
all your need, according to Hie r1ohee 
in Christ Jee~e." Although our dear 
brother was suffering much pain, and 
was in the midst of family trouble, yet 
to attempt to speak on his rem11rks upon 
such a subject ie beyond our ability; we 
would rather leave it for those who 
know him to read the text and then in 
their minds' eye see our brother, fnll 
of the" Spirit" andijealoua of .Hie God, 
pouring forth with eloq uenoe the 
blessed truths contained in the words. 
One of the most pleasing and loving 
features of these memorable services 
was the sympathetic, kind way in 
which all the speakers mentioned our 
absent friends-Mr. Mitchell, Mr. 
Mobbs1 and our pastor-elect, Mr. J. 
HarlioK-who will on October 1 take 
up his abode with us, Truly ou.r heart 
burns as we think what great things 
God has done for us. After many years 
in an unsettled state, we now have 
large congregations of true worship• 
pere, an inoreasingSunday-sohool, land 
upon which to build a new chapel, 
many dear and kind friends and helpers, 
and .soon, by God's blessing, shall have 
a dear pastor amongst us, and our 
prayer still is, " May all re1found to 
God's honour and glory alone."-W. W. 

LOOKING UP AT LIMEHOUSE. 
BY the goodness of our Lord, on Sun
day, August 28, we were .enabled to 
celebrate the fourth anniversary of the 
opening of Elim schoolroom. Our 
-pastor prea.ched both morning and 
evening two very instructive, encoura
ging, and soul-stirring sermons, which 
were enjoyed by all present. 

On the following Tuesday these ser
vices were continued, when our brother 
E. Marsh preached an excellent and 
suitable sermon, after which about 100 
friends partook of tea. 

The evening meeting was presided 
over by our beloved pastor, F. C. Holden, 
because of the absence of our dear 
brother J. Piirgott, he having sent a 
telegram, etatmg that he would be un
able to be whh us, regretting his 
a bsenoe and enclosing a liberal donation 
towards our fund. 

Hymn 18 in Denham's having been 
sung, a telegram, by the express desire 
of all present, was sent to our brother 
Piggott. Our chairman then called 

up:~other M. E. Green to lead us at the 
throne of grace. 

Brother A. H. Pounds followed with 
an address from the word "Clouds." 
He spoke upon the different kinds of 
clouds, and how we are brought o.:.t of 
them. . 

The superintendent, E. Baldwin, gave 
11, short account of the dealings of God 

with us, both in the work of the school 
as well as t,he hearts of the scholars and 
teachers, and the wish was expressed 
that the coming year would see the 
extinction of the remaining debt. 

Brother J. W. Humphreys dwelt ver_v 
suitably on "Sowing and reapinir ;• 
which was much enjoyed. 

Brother E. White spoke from Acts 
xviii. 26, and a good solid address, full 
of sound advice, it was our privilege to 
listen to. Then came our beloved 

Brother-G. J. Baldwin. the treasurer. 
whom we were all pleased to eee as well 
as hear, and from his report it was 
gathered that what had been collected 
during the past year, added to the col
lections and donations received at these 
services, the total of £i;9 93. Id., had 
been reached, which brings the debt 
remaining on our school building down 
to £92, which, with God's help, we hope 
to clear off by our next school anniver
sary, especially as several friends have 
kindly promised to double their sub
scriptions for the coming year, so our 
dear pastor or the superintendent will 
be glad to receive any subscriptions 
that any friend may have to spare. 

Brother E. Marsh warmed up with 
some welcome words on " 0 Lord, I am 
Thy servant." 

Thus ended another happy meeting at 
11 dear old Elim." All felt it "good to 
be there." · 

Since the meeting it has pleased the 
Lord to show us our work in the school 
has not been in vain : spiritual signs 
are manifest. We are looking, hoping, 
and praying to see some early in life 
constrained to follow their Lord, 
proving the truth of the Divine 
declaration, " My word shall not return 
unto Me void." This spurs us on. We 
have promises of financial help also 
(Matt. vi. 33). 

God bless pastor, teachers. scholar~. 
hearers at Elim and all places where 
the Gospel is proclaimed, is the sincere 
prayer of E. BALDWIN, Supt. 

ORIGIN OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
AT ;'ZION," NEW CROSS. 

FORTY-NINE years ago at a Church 
meeting, which was being held. a 
requisition was brought forward signed 
by a few friends asking permission to 
etart a Sunday-school. After some dis
cussion it was agreed that the request 
shC1uld be granted for one month I An 
extension of time was subsequently 
allowed, until at last the school was 
finally adopted by the Church, and be
came part and parcel of its constitution. 
Next year the school will celebrate its 

JUBILEE, 
but who can tabulatethegood. temporal 
and spiritual, which has resulted from 
the labours of those who have given 
themselves to this grand work I 
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The anniversary services were really 
commenced on the Saturday evening, 
l."ith ult. when a special meeting for 
praver was held, attended by a number 
of teachers a.nd friends. Sermons were 
preached on Lord's-day, by the :pastor, 
lllr. Thomas Jones, his subject in the 
morning being, "the permanence of 
moral influence" (Heb. xi. 4), "By it, 
he being dead, is yet spoken of," and in 
the evening.'· Real goodnes~, self-reveal
ing," "He could not be hid." 

In the afternoon Mr. W. Stanley 
Martin gave one of his telling character
istic addresses to a large gathering of 
scholars and friends. 

On the following Tuesday over 200 
friends partook of tea in the upper 
school-room. followed by a public meet
ing in the chapel, presided over by 
Thomas Green, Esq. (Surrey Tabernacle). 
The annnal report was read by Mr. W. J. 

Xash. hon. sec .. and was very encouraging. 
On the books ,,-cre 3,lij scholars and 34 
teachers and officer,. Five scholars had 
been baptized and added to the Church 
during the ye•.r: an open-atr Mission 
started by the Bible-classes had been the 
means o(much good; the teachers• weekly 
preparation class was well attended. as 
were also the monthly prayer-meetings. 
The young people's work meetings were 
held fortnii,htl, and showed a good profit. 
£~ of which had been given to the Church 
funds. The LB.R.A. ·numbered 280 and 
£1 ~•- 9d. had been collected for the Indian 
l\Iission. The South Indian Strict Baptist 
Mission had receh'ed £8 4s. ; British and 
Foreign Bible Society, £1 12s. 6d.; Con
tinental Snndav-school Mission, £113s. 6d., 
a:r,d Robin Society, £1 Us. Gd. Five pounds 
had been collected on behalf of the Pass
more Edward's Home at Clacton. Eleven 
scholars had been sent to the country for a 
fortnirrht's holidav under the auspice• of 
the Sunday School Union Country Home's 
Fund and three to Bournemouth for a 
month each. the Tract and Benevolent 
Society ma.kini, a grant for this purpose; 
th<c Band of Hope was well supported. 
over 100 Mem hers being present at each 
meeting. An in"<"itation tea had heen given 
to the parents and entertamments to the 
junior and senior scholars. The annual 
excursion in July last, was made to Court 
Farm. Warlingham, when a very enjoy
able day was spent. 

Mr. A. :Sorman. hon. treasurer, read the 
financial statement ijhowing an expendi
ture of £2~ ls. jd. and a balH.nce in hand of 
14s. 3d. 
The adoption of the reports was 

moved and seconded by pastor W. H. 
Rose and l\1r. W. Stanley Martin re
spectively. the former addressing him
self particularly to the teachers. The 
chairman. takinir for hie subject, "the 
fear of the Lord." sought to interest and 
instruct the young folks, who were there 
in considerable numbers. 

Pastor E. Wilmshurst gave a telling 
address on "Both-banded men" (I 
Chron. xii. 21 as applicable to teachers 
and scholars alike. 

Messrs. A. E. Brown ( an old scholar. 
and now an able preacher) and Mr: 
Ca.rr r Surrey Tabernacle) spoke en-

couragingly on the work which was 
being carried on. 

Pastor T. Jones proposed a vote of 
thanks to Mr. W. J. Nash (who has 
been connected with the school from 
his and its infanoy) for his untiring 
serviceP, especially in the training of 
the scholars for the service of praise 
which had added so much to the success 
of the meetings. This was &!!'reed to 
most heartily, all present rising to 
their feet in reRponse. · 

Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong proposed 
votes of thanks to the chairman and 
ladies, which was also agreed to 
unanimously. The collections realised 
£16 6s. 

SURREY . TABERNACLE. 
THE 68th anniversary of the formation 
of the Church of Godassembling in this 
honoured sanctuary was held on Wed
nesday, October 19th, and althongh· the 
day was what some persons call unpro
pitious, the friends assembled in large 
numbers, and thus cheered the hearts 
of the pastor and the Church and 
congregation. 

The services commenced in the after• 
noon by the singing of hymn 661 of our 
selection :- . 

"How pleased and bleat was I 
To hear the people cry, 

Come, let us seek our God to-day J 
Yes, with a cheerful zeal 
We haste to Zion's. hill, 

And there our vows and honours pay." 
Mr. Greenwood, of Halifax, then read 

Psa. cxxii., and 1 Pet. i.; and after 
prayer, and singing, "How firm a 
foundation ye saints of the Lord," be 
announced bis text, which was· Zech. 
xiii. 9, " And I will bring the third part 
through the fire, and will refina them as 
silver is refined, and try them as gold is 
tried ; they shall call on My name, and 
I will hear them ; · I will say, It is My 
people ; and they shall say, The Lord is 
my God." After shortly speaking upon 
the literal fulfilment of the text, he 
dealt with the spiritual meaning 
thereof, showing who the third part 
are-viz., the Church of God-and then 
described the many fires through which 
they have to pass-and beretheminister 
was deeply and preciously experimental 
and encouraging to the aged saint and 
the young believer, and especially so as 
be described bow the blessed Christ, the 
Head of the Church, had passed through 
the same fires of tribulation, and had 
left it on record that although they, 
His people, sboulcl, and must, ·pas8· 
through the fireP, in HIM they should 
have peace. The trial and the refining 
was then opened up, and the ultimate 
result shortly, but sweetly, expounded; 
and the people rejoiced that they had 
become acquainted with another true 
and faithful servant and minister of 
our great and gracious God. 

Over 200 friends then sat down to 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. !H5 

tea; and, the Assembly ha.vin$' been 
sounded, Jathered together in the 
ohapel to listen to other good and true 
servants of God, and what the Lord, 
through them, would speak. Our be
loved pastor presided j and after the 
hymn, "Kindred in Cnrist/' had been 
sung, and the chairman nad read a 
portion of Scripture, Mr. Carr (of 
Croydon) earnestly and sweetly im
plored the Divine blessing on the 
meeting ; and the chairman, having 
briefly introduced the subject of the 
meeting, called to remembrance the 
manifold mercies of our covenant God 
-during the past 68 year~, and said we 
will take the cup of salvation. and call 
upon His holy name, and pray for a 
continua.ticn of His mercies. Hymn 
-669 was then sung, and 

Brother Dadswell was called upon to 
address the meeting, which he most 
readily did, founding his remarks upon 
the words, "Blessed are the people that 
-know the joyful sound;" and he 
showed who the people are, and what 
the sound which they heard was that 
was so joyful. 

Brother Belcher then, at the request 
of the chairman, delivered his message, 
founded on the words, "Being confident 
of this very thing, that He which bath 
begun a good work in you, will perform 
-it until the day of Jesus Christ." He 
spoke of many mysterious works which 
God the Holy Ghost wrought in the 
sinner, and dwelt sweetly upon the 
works of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
-especially of salvation. 

Then followed a dear friend of the 
chairman, a good brother in the Lord 
from Yorkshire, Berry by name, who 
-told us how he had known our dear 
pastor when he was a stripling, and 
how he (the speaker) had prophesied 
that there was some good in the young 
man; and, after giving some good and 
11:ind advice to the youni, he bid the 
pastor and cause a most hearty God
speed. 

Brother Mutimer then rliscoursed 
sweetly from the worde, "Thine eyes 
shall see the King in His beauty; they 
shall behold the land that is very far 
off." He showed who the King was
"Jesus." How He reigned, and where; 
and said some good things about the 
land that is at present very far off. 

Our brother Arnold Boulden then, as 
all good and obedient servants should, 
obeyed the master's command, and 
came to the front, and, after a few 
kind words for all (he could not 
Hpeak any but kind words if he tried), 
annonnced that there was to be a 
•Olllection (we remember that an 
apostle did so on one occasion), and 
while we sang hymn 230, '· How 
honourable is the place," it was made, 
and the people responded liberally, as 
they al ways do at the Surrey Tabernaole. 

Brother Greenwood then gave us 
some more precious words, founding 
them upon the words, "And with great 
power gave the apostles witness." 

Brother Randell then spoke from the 
words, " The Lord bath done ~reat 
things for us whereof we are glad.' 

Brother Bush spoke from the words, 
"Thou shalt rejoice in every good 
thing;" and 

Brother Carr from the words, ·'The 
unsearchable riches of Christ." 

The chairman then, in a few weighty 
but cheerful words of thanks to our 
covenant God for His past mercies, and 
thanks to the brethren for their kind
ness 1n coming to cheer us on our way, 
and exclaiming, "What bath God 
wrought " in us? answered. "Why, 
faith, hope, charity (love);'' and be 
expressed the hope that more of each 
of these graces may be wrought in 
every member of the Church and 
congregation. 

This meeting of meetings was 
brought to a close by singing hymn 
799, and the assembly was dismissed 
after the Benediction had been pro
nounced, and we felt sorrow that the 
time had come to depart. but in our 
soul we aang again:- · 
"My soul shall pray for Zion still· 

While life or breath remain : 
Here my best friends and kindred dwell, 

Here God my Saviour reigns:' 
G. F. GRAY. 

SHALOM (HACKNEY-ROAD, THE 
OVAL).-For some years past a few of 
the Lord's people have met regularly 
and prayed earnestly for a revival of 
His work, and more recently that He 
would in His own time send them a 
pastor, Early in the present year the 
latter request has been granted and now 
under the pastorate of Mr. J. Mayhew, 
the former is being fulfilled, God is bless
ing the Word and we are thankful to say 
the congregation is steadily increasing. 
On Sunday, Sept. 2,;, we had the joy of 
seeing two of our scholars and also 
another sister put on Christ by baptism, 
and we are receiving three new members 
from other Churches. Truly we can say 
the Lord has'.done great things for ns, 
and we desire to record our grateful 
thanks to Him. May these answers to 
prayer stimulate us to more earnestness 
11.nd the exercise of greater faith, 
encourage other Churches in similar 
circumstances and bring much praise to 
our loving Lord.-D. L. 

LINGFIELD (SURREY).-Lord's-day. 
Sept. 2, will be a day long to be re
membered by many that meet together 
for worship at Plaistow-street chapel. 
It was the day set apart for harvest 

, thanksgiving services. The genial 
shower of the previous week, and the 
morning'~ sun made the country appear 
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in its best according to the season, and 
our hearts were cheered as we journeyed 
to the sanctuary,. In the morning Mr. 
H. Ha-yler. of Brighton, was sweetly led 
into Psa. civ. 2i, 28. In the afternoon 
Mr. A. Andrews, of Ea.st Grinstead, was 
enabled todiscoul'l!e with blessed liberty, 
from P~a. xviii. 46, "The Lord liveth,'' 
noticing. 1st. the living God, giver and 
supporter of all natural life ; and, 2nd, 
Giver and sustainer of spiritual life. 
But to the writer the best wine was 
reserved to the last, when Mr. Hayler 
in the eYening took for his text John 
x. -l, " His voice;• noticing briefly His 
voice in nature, in condemnation, 
exhortation, consolation, confirmation, 
correction, and lastJy the welcome 
salutation, "Come, ye blessed;" &o. The. 
numbers were excellent, .and it was 
expressed to the writer that the con
gregations were better than they had 
been on the Sabbath for many years. 
May the Lord God Omnipotent clothe 
His Word with almighty power, and 
make bare His holy arm in our midst, is 
the desire and pr.9,yer of-ONE.IN
TERESTED. 

MAIDSTONE (PROYIDENCE, MOTE· 
R0AD).-On Wednesday, Oct.,;, we held 
our harvest than-ksgiving services, when 
Mr. E. 2.\farsh, of Stratford. with the 
Lord's gracious help, preached two 
excellent sermons-in the afternoon 
from Psa. !xvi. 8, 9, and evening from 
Exod. xxv. 30. Hymns appropriate for 
the occasion were sung from Stevens' 
Selection, such as-

" Father of mercies, God of love, 
Whose gifts all people share;" 

and-
.. To praise the ever-bounteous Lord, 

My soul. wake all thy powers;" 
&nd-

" Come, ye thankful people, come; 
Raise the song of harvest home." 

Our esteemed young sister, Miss Louisa 
Winser, very ably presided at the har
monium. We had good congregatfons 
at both services and better collections 
than last year. A bout 60 partook of a 
very nice tea, kindly given by our 
esteemed brother and sister, Mr. and Mrs. 
--, to help our finances. May God bless 
and prosper them for their liberality 
to His cause. Friends from other 
Churches cheered us by their presence 
and financial help. To God be all the 
JJr&ise. At the close of the service 
were sung. "We plough the fields and 
scatter." in which tne congregation 
joined very hea.rtily.-E. W. 

HARWICH. -The anniversa.ry of 
Ebenezer Baptist Chapel was held on 
Lord'n-day a.nd Monday. October 9 
and W. Pastor J. R. Debnam, of 
Rorham. was greatly helped of the 
Divine S!Jirit to 1,reach the Word of 
Life to us both morning and evening 

on the Sunday. On Monday .the publio 
tea was well attended, as .abo the 
meeting in the evening. Our beloved 

. brother Flatt, deacon, 11:indly presided, 
who, afte;r reading Ru~h ii., and the 
congregation singing a hymn of praise, 
introduced .the speakers in a few. words 
of appropriate address, referring to the 
goodness of God. to them as a Church in 
sending from time to time men of truth 
into their midst to break unto them the 

· bread oi life ; also, he stated that one 
great object of the meabing was to 
thank our heavenly Father for anotaer 
bountiful harvest, for which he had 
no do11bt we all were thankful to the 
great and gracious Giver of all bles
sings and favours. Brethren Leggett 
and Welton, of Ipswich; Flatt, j11n., of 
Harwich, and J. R . .Debnam gave suit
able addresses. Singing -was inter
spersed, being I11,ost efficiently led by 
Miss Grice, who also presided at the 
organ. Very much care ·was mani
fested in inaking the whQle of the ser
vices a s11coess. The ,congregations 
were good and collections most satis
factory. Many thanks . were:. due to 
the lady friends who provided the tea. 
.We thank God for all His blessing, 
and in His strength and fear still 
on ward urge our way. 

RECQGNITlON OF MR. J. COPE-
LAND AT PROVIDENCE 
READING 

ON Wednesd.ay, August 17, services 
celebrating the 39th anniversary of 
opening "Providence" and the recog
nition of Mr. Copeland to the pastorate 
were held. · 

'l'.be afternoon meeting was presided 
over by Mr. John W. Banks, a hymn was 
sung; and brother Josiah Marling, of 
High Wycombe, read the Scriptures and 
offered prayer. 

The chairman spoke of his long con
nection and acquaintance with brother 
Copeland, and prayed he and the Church 
may be united and prosperou~. 

Brethren T. Jones, New Crbss, and E. 
Marsh, Stratford, gave addresses suit• 
able to the occasion. 

A large number of friends took tea, 
and at 

THE' EVENING MEETING 
brother I. R. Wakelin, Keppel-street, 
presided, and spoke of his long attach
ment to the cause at Reading, had 
visited them annually for 39 ye'!'rs· 
After a warm-hearted address touching 
on the love of Christ. he called on 

Brother Martin, deacon, to give a 
Teport, which was somewhat as fol• 
lows:-
It will be seen by the announcement on th~ 

hill that this is the 39th aniiiversary 014 the openmg of the chapel. nnd on Aug. 
two sermons ·were preached by brother 
C.opelnnd. His morning text was Psa. lx':'111, 
lG, 'Come, all ye that fear God, and I w1 
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tell yon wha.t He ha.th done for my aoul," A LOVING, LIVELY AND_ LIBERAL 
Onr brother closed his sermon by giving LOT AT LOCKWOOD 
ns 11, touching relation of his call by grace, · 

PRESENTATION.-On Monday, October 
10th, 1898, there was a very represen
tative gatherin·g in the Reho both School
room, for the i,urpoee of making a pre
sentation to .Mr. J. W. Goldthorpe <a 
scholar and secretary), who has obtained 
a competitive Rcholarship for Oxford. 

convictions of sin, and a long darkness of 
son! from which he was delivered by the 
powerful application of God'• Word a.nd 
the ntening blood of Jesus. The love of 
Jeane constrained him to obey the com
mand of his loving Lord to be baptized 
and to join Hie peor,le. The evening text 
was Psa. cxviii. 151 'O Lord, send now, I 
beseech Thee, prosperity." He gave 11, 

clear statement of hie call to the ministry, 
also an outline of the Goepel he had held 
and preached, and which he ever hoped 
to maintain. He also stated his entire 
dependence on the Holy Spirit to reveal 
and to apply the trnlh preached, and to 
make it effectual to the e.alvation of those 
loved and redeemed. His utterances were 
bold and unflinching, yet kind, A letter 
of honourable dismission.of bro~h,.er and 
sister Copeland having been received from 
the Church at Croydon, and unanimously 
accepted by the Church at Reading, it was 
my honour and great pleasure on behalf 
of the Church to give them the right hand 
of fellowship, after the evening service, 
and before the breaking of bread, e:iving 
him a hearty welcome into the Church 
as a ·member, al!d as our unanimously 
elected pastor, also his beloved wife as 
member. Thus, on August 14, his pastorate 

· The proceedings were opened with a 
hymn, after which 
· Brother F. Matthewman besought the 
divine presence and blessing, desiring 
that the Holy 8pirit might ever attend 
him on whose behalf we had met, and 
also that the memory of the instruction 
received in this school might ever 
prove a hel_p, a.stimulus, and a blessing. 

Brother Stocks presided, and testified 
to the pleasure experienced by all in the 
success of our young friend and our 
appreciation of his sterling qualities, 
and expressed the hope that through 
grace the mother's God might prove 
the son's. 

Brother J. Lister then presented a 
beautiful Oxford Bible bfaring this_ in
scription :-

" Presented to J. W. Goldthorpe by 
the teachera, scholars and friends 
of Rehoboth Sunday-school, as a 
token of esteem and regard on the 
occasion of his leaving school for 
Oxford University. Lockwood, 
Huddersfield, October 10th, 1898. 
' In all thy ways acknowledge Him 
and He shall direct thy paths.' " 

· at Providence commenced. Passing over 
many events, Mr. Martin stated that the 
late pastor, Mr, Ro~e, laboured in our 
midst for 11 years, and many conld testify 
of the blessing that attended his labours, 
which closed July, 1897. Brother Copeland 
was invited to supply 1he pulpit on July 
18, and was well received. This led to 
further engagements in October n.nd 
December, and snbseqn_ently to six more 
at the commencement of the present year, 
making 11 in all. The Word was blessed 
and a good feeling manifested. At a ~r. Joe Sykes then presented, on be
Church meeting, held on January 24, an half of the friends, a purse containing 
unanimous invitation to the pastorate was :£8. 
sent from the Church and congregation to · Mr. Goldthorpe, in his reply, appre
onr brother. He, however, did not see 
his way clear to accept it, having anc,ther ciated the suitable nature of the gifte, 

· engagement to fullll '\'l'ith the same object and said that in his circumstances the 
in view. The Church then invited him to combination was most appropriate. He 
supply for three Sundays in June, during spoke of the useful lessons received, 
which time a growing attachment was d th l t h t · th 
manifested. The former invitation was an e p easan ours spen m e 
re-affirmed to him, and, after due con- Sunday-school and of his determination, 
sideration, the Church was highly de- if it should ever lay in his power, to 

· lighted to receive his acceptance of the requite the great kindness he had 
same. received there. He feelingly thanked 

In response to the chairi brother Copeland all for their generosity. 
said that he keenly fe t the breakine: np A h h d •'- t 
of old associations in London; but after 11, ymn was t en sung an w..ce mee -
long and prayerful consideration of the ing beoame of a social character. 
Church's kind invitation, he was fully · TERTIUS, 
persuaded that he had only done the will Lockwood. 
of God in accepting it. He felt something Also on the previous Saturday, Oct. 
like a sparrow alone on the housetop, but 
he hoped to receive kindness from his 8th, the annual congrejfational gather
new friends at Reading. He had received ings took place, Divme service was 
,i kind letter from their late pastor, Mr. held in the chapel at 3,30 p.m. Mr. Wm. 
~a":;. iJ?i:e r:ic:u!.tie~'f~\X,0cg~f:!~~~ Brundish (of Manchester), preached, 
God that the brethren in the aftei·noou, taking for his text, Psalm xlviii.12-H, 
especially brother Banks, were able to "Walk about Zion," &:o. In his intro
give him a l?OOd ohamcte1·. duotiou he quaintly asked the friends 

Brethren Marling, Chisnnll.and Humphreys to walk about and through the school, 
gave acldresses. We had a. most happy class-rooms, vestries, &o., all of which 
da.y, have just been renovated ind fitted up, 
A large number of friends were pre- :£200 or more having b~en spent ~or this 

sent from various causes far and near purpose. The commodious premises are 
whom we were glad to see. I a oredit to the denomination as. 'I_Vell as 

A. MARTIN. to those who manage afl'a.irs at 
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"Rehoboth-" The sermon was ·an in• 
teresting onA, and full of Gospel 
marrow, and found a ready reception by 
the goodly number of worshippers who 
had gathered to spend their Saturday 
half-day holiday in the oourts of the 
Lord. After partaking of a substantial 
tea a public meeting was held in the 
School-room. Deacon Holley occupied 
the chair and the following brethren : 
Messrs. Snow (Slaithwaite), Archer 
(Lockwood), Brundish (Manchester), 
addressed the meeting. The speeches 
ware full of heavenly matter and calcu
lated to instruct the mind and to com
fort the souls of those who listenod, 
The service and meetingwereprofit&ble, 
spiritual and enjoyable. 

DA YID SMITH, 
Bilston. 

A SEASON OF REFRESHING AT 
CHESTER. 

A MOST successful and profitable 
gathering of the Church and congre
gation at Ebenezer was held on Mon• 
day. October 17, under the presidency 
of the pastor, Mr. Wm. Povev. After 
joining in praise, brethren Lilley and 
Morris led us to the throne of g-race. 
Mr. Povey then stated that t.he object 
of the meeting was to "provoke each 
other to love and good works," and pro
ceeded to call upon several of the 
brethren to address the meeting. 

Brother J. Green spoke on the 
blessedness of knowing Jesus, and said 
that the more we incr,iased in knowledge 
of Him, the better we should know a.nd 
understand each other. He further 
pointed out the necessity of such know
ledg-e as the best means of procuring 
united effort in the service of Christ. 

Brother Wm. Mackenzie called atten· 
tion to the various agencies a.t work in 
the Church for the spread of the truth 
and the ingathering of the Lord's 
people, and with earnest words sought 
to enlist the co-operatioD of all present 
in the work of the Church. 

Brother Wm. Cook said he hoped that 
the truth would ever continue to be 
preached in their midst. He made 
reference to the earnest, faithful 
preaching which had characterised the 
present pastorate; and although he 
regretted that faithfulness to the truth 
had had a repulsive effect in some, he 
nevertheless rejoiced to say that the 
Church was never more spiritual, and 
that as the result of a faithful ministry 
of the Word. 

Another hymn of praise having been 
heartily sung, the pastor gave an 
earnest address based on the words, 
"Thing-s that are wanting." 

Brethren Cross and Golothan then 
sought the Divine blessing on what 
had been said, and thus concluded 
what all felt to have been a season of 
refreshing from His presence. 

"The men of gra<'e have found 
Glory begun below: 

Celestial fruit on earthly ground 
From faith and hope may grow; 

Then let our •on11s abound, 
And every tear be dry; 

We're marching through lmmanuel's 
ground 

To fairer worlds on high." 
The Church here has just sustained 

a loss in deaooness E. M. Blackmore, who 
for three years worked under the 
auspices of the Mission in labours 
abundant, having accepted a similar 
appointment in connection with the 
Strict Baptist Church on the Island 
of Cayman Brae, West Indies. Miss 
Blackmore having endeared herself to 
the hearts of the people amongst whom 
she laboured, many prayers follow her 
that the Divine blessing may rest upon 
her labours in the foreign field. 

"Erect Thine empire, gracious King, 
And spread its power abroad; 

Till all Thy chosen millions sing 
The praises of their God." 

W,P. 

BLAKENHAM SUFFOLK. 
ANNIVERSARY and harvest home ser
vices were held in the above place on 
Lord's-day, Sept. 25th, and Monday, 
26th. On the Sunday three sermons, 
listened to with much _pleasure, were 
preached by brother H. Lock, from 
Rishangles. 

On the Monday, as Mr. Mitchell was 
unable to come, through illness, Mr. 
S. T. Belcher, of Homerton-row, very 
kindly came, and prea:ched to us an 
excellent sermon from the words oon
tained in John ii. 24. A public tea 
followed. 

The evening meeting was presided 
over by Mr. S. T. Belcher. Spiritual, 
helpful addresses were delivered by our 
kind friend, Mr. W. Ling (of Ipswich), 
brother H. Lock, our pastor, brother H. 
Alexander, and the beloved president, 
brother S. T. Belcher. 

On the following day our Sunday• 
school children had their annual treat. 
The afternoon was devoted by the 
children to healthy outdoor exercise a.nd 
amusement. Tea was provided in the 
chapel. Several friends joined us at 
tea. It was encouraging to see some 
whose locks were silvered, and are far 
advanced in years, manifesting an 
interest in the welfare of the young. 
Ample justice having been done to the 
tea, 

Another pleasure awaited the children. 
After singing and prayer, Mr. Alexander 
gave parents and children a very 
practical, encouraging address. 

The superintendent, brother H, F. 
Moore, after giving a brief account of 
Sunday-school work for several years 
past at Blakenham, spoke a few ap• 
propriate words to the children, and 
commenced distributing the prizes. 
Each child received a book-some 
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Bibles, others Stevens' hymn-books, or 
some other useful, instruotive book. 

Bright, happy little faoes showed 
appreciation and the pleasure felt 
within, All of us, we think, felt 
younger, brighter, and more happy for 
trying to throw a ray &f brightness 
into the little ones' hves. .May God 
bless our dear children, and make them 
His own. 

Mr. Alexander has now come to live 
in our midst. We hope it is of the Lord. 
We are looking and praying that the 
great Head of the Church would supply 
his every need, and make His servant's 
life and ministry a very great blessing. 

May the Word of God, the Sword of 
the SJ.>irit, be seen to triumph gloriously 
in this locality. So shall our hearts 
rejoice, so will we give glory to Him to 
whom alone it is due. 

M.A. MOORE. 

PLEADING EOR THE OLD .PATHS. 
BY A LOYER OF ZION. 

ON Tuesday, September 27th, at Zion 
Chapel, High Wycombe, Books., we 
were favoured, through much mercy, 
to hold our 218th anniversary of the 
Church. Two sound Gospel sermons 
were preached by our brother O. S. 
Dolbey, of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
London, to fairly good congregations. 
Friends from Askett, Prestwood, Coln
brook, Wooburn, and Sydenham meeting 
with us, and helping to cheer us on our 
way. 

The texts chosen were-in the after
noon, John v., part of ver. 6, the subject 
bein~~;ine healing; in the evening, 
Psa. v. 12, on which the preacher 
dwelt with the good our God gives us. 
The services were much enjoyed by 
man;y _present, and the presence of the 
dear Master was felt, which wa.s best of 
all. 

We are also thankful to state that we 
have the grand old truths of the Gospel 
brought before us from Sabbath to 
Sabbath by our beloved pastor, Mr. J. 
Morling. This also is much appreciated 
by the true lovers of Zion. For nearly 
eight years and a-half Mr, M. has been 
most untiring in his labours, both in 
the Church and Sunday-school. His 
motto has been 

"FORWARD! 

in the strength of the Lord," And the 
dear Saviour's words have often been 
his comfort and stay, " Ye shall be 
hated of all 1nen for My name's sake; 
but he that endureth to the end shall 
be saved," 

We are living in days when there iR 
muoh departure from the truth, and 
our brother Dolbey said, "Truth has 
fallen in the streets, 

"TRUTH HAS FALLEN 
IN THE CHURCH." 

This is a grief to those who love it. 

Some are offended, and turn away; but 
there are those in the cause who love 
the truth and appreciate it, and desire 
to be kept firm in the good old wa.ys ; 
and while 

"Many turn from Zion'• ways
Ala~ I what numbers do; 

Methinks I hear my Saviour say: 
'Wilt thou forsake Me, too?' 

Ah. Lord. with such a heart as mine. 
UnlP.ss Thou hold me fast, 

I feel I must, I shall, decline, 
And prove like them at last." 

There are many living now, who, like 
thoee in Jeremia.h's da.y, will not heed 
the exhortation of Jehovah," Stand ye 
in the ways a.nd see, and a.sk for 

THE OLD PATHS, 

where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye sha.11 find rest for your 
souls. But they said, We will not walk 
therein." Thus they set a.side the 
counsel of J ebovah, a.nd walk in their 
own way. But we desire to be kept 
from every false way. We feel we need 
something solid and firm to rest upon, 
both in this life, and when we have to 
"pass through the valley of the shadow 
of death." And what is there so solid 
and firm as Gospel truth, which has 
stood the test of a.11 ages 1 Wha.t is 
there so encouraging to poor, guilty, 
lost sinners, who a.re brought to feel 
their need of sal va.tion ? 

Our prayer is, that God will shine 
upon every part of Hie one Church, a.nd 
bless every dear taithful servant of His, 
and give them many sea.ls to their 
ministry and souls for their hire; for, 
"Our souls shall pray for Zion still. 

While life and breath remains ; 
There onr best friends and kindred dwell. 

There God our Saviour reigns." 

HASLEMERE (HoPE).-The annu!!.l 
harvest thanksgiving services were held 
at this place of worship, on Wednesday, 
September, 28th, when two excellent 
sermons were preached by Mr. J. Bush, 
of Surbiton. The afternoon text was, 
"For all things are now ready" <Luke 
xiv. 17). The evening discourse was 
from the words, "·Yet doth He devise 
means that His banished be not expelled 
from Him" (2 Sa.m. xiv. Ul. Tea was 
supplied between the ser'l"ices. the 
tables being presided over by Mrs. G. 
Mills, Mrs. Lintott, Mrs. Smithers and 
Miss Heather, being _ assisted by the 
Misses S. and A. M. and B. Mills 
(Shottermill), Mrs. Dobell (Haslemere), 
Mr. Chubb (Chiddingfold). Congrega
tions good. Collections were for the 
County Hospital, Guildford. Friends 
were favoured with the hearing ear and 
the preacher was at liberty, and we 
found it good to wait upon the Lord, 
and concluded the services by singing, 
"Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow."-J. DOBELL. 
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A YOICE FROM THE GRAVE 
DISCLAIMED. 

DEAR MR. BANKS, - I regret the 
appee.re.nce in the ·• E. Y. & G-. H." or 
the pe.re.gre.ph headed, "A Voice from 
the Grave." I beg to disclaim e.ny 
sympathy with the animus of the 
closing sentences. I do not question 
the writer's regard for me personally : 
but I fee.r the.t in his defence of 
" Carmel" his discretion has not kept 
pe.ce with his zee.l. If OU:1" ohare.cter be 
unimpeachable adverse criticism oe.ndo 
us no ree.l harm. 

Trusting you will do me the courtesy 
to insert this in your next issue, 

I e.m, yours fe.ithflillv, 
W. H. RosE. 

4, Shrewsbury Villas. Plum-lane, 
Plumstea.d, Oct. 10, 1898. 

[We readily fall in with the request of our 
brother Rose. We h,we the name and 
address of the writer of" A. Voice from 
the GraYe;· and inserted same without 
prejudice ; we thought the writer. who 
is unknown to us. a little indiscreet. but 
no doubt his mind is relieved now his 
pop-gun is gone otl'.-J. W. B.] 

CARLTON. - In this ancient and 
highly-honoured sa.nctuary, harvest 
thanksgiving services were held on 
Lord's-day, September 25th, when Mr. 
E. Langford was graciously assisted in 
preaching suita.ble sermons, which were 
much appreciated and enjoyed. On 
Tuesday, September 27th, these special 
services were continued, when Mr. 
Langford was a.gain helped by the 
mighty God of Jacob in prea.chingfrom 
Pdalm cvii. 8, 9. A good company sat 
down to tee., then Mr. A. B. He.ll, who 
has come among us to minister unto us 
the things of God and break to us the 
bread of life preached to us with sweet 
liberty and ready utterance from Amos 
ix. 9. We were cheered with the 
presence of our esteemed brother Mr. 
Crook, of Rushden, andagoodlynumber 
of his friends to bid us God's speed. 
Collections were good on behalf of the 
fund for repairing the chapel house. 
Altogether we have much ea.use for 
thankfulness. 

ST. ALBANS (BETHEL).-With deep 
gratitude to God we gathered together 
on Thursday, October 6th, to celebrate 
our pastor's fourth anniver~ry. We felt 
it to be no small mercy for him to be sup
ported, and us to be blest through him, 
for so long a time. A goodly number 
ea.me to tea. which was much enjoyed, 
Afterwards we gathered for the public 
meeting, which was /.resided over by 
our pastor, Mr. H. . Wileman, who 
spoke of the love and unitythe.t exi~ted 
in the hearts of all. Mr. Colls, of Trmg, 
encouraged us by very sweet relll8:rks 
concerning the work of love a.nd faith. 
Mr. See.r,. of London, cheered us by 
reminding us of the sweet promises of 

God; and Mr, Thomas, of Watfbrd 1 
concluded with a request to still go 
forwa.rd, During the evening we pre
sented a very handsome time-piece and 
pair of vases to Miss Paul as Ii, token· of 
our thankfulness to her for playing the 
organ, and a very plee.se.nt time was 
spe'nt, so that all se.id it was good to be 
there.-A LITTLE LISTENER. 

HINTS FOR TEACHEBS AND 
WORKERS. 

JESUS AND JoaN. 
(Re~d Matthew iii. 7-17.) 

Itttrodiwtion,-We notice that John 
is brought in contact with the Phari
sees and Sadducees. The Pharisees, a 
sect of the Jews sprang up 150 yee.rs 
before Christ. They boasted in their 
knowledge and practice of the law; 
their name signifies "separation."' John 
said, "Ye generation of vipers, who 
hath warned-1:ou to flee from the wrath 
to come? '' He tells them to "Bring 
forth. therefore, fruits meet for repent
ance" (ver. 8). John was a fearless 
preacher, and warned all that ce.me to 
bear him, but pointed to One who was 
greate1r the.n he, Whose shoes he was 
not worthy to bee.r, Who would baptize, 
with the Holy Ghost and gather the 
wheat-the.t is, His own people-into 
the gamer, but burn up the che.ff with 
unquenchable fire. John considered 
himself unworthy to be.ptize J esu!, but 
Christ suffered to be be.ptized of John. 
Then there was a voice from heaven, 
saying, "This is M:v beloved Son, in 
Whom I am well pleased." We thus· 
see that the Father was well pleased 
with the Son, and Jesus was well 
pleased with John in the commence
ment of the great mission of publishing 
the Gospel and of Jesus, who should 
redeem and give salvation to everyone 
that believeth in Him. We see that in 
all things the Father's approbation is 
here demonstrated and attellted, from 
the commencement of Christ's baptism 
in conjunction with John. We should 
give heed to the union of the Father 
with His Son in everything pertaining 
to the sacred work connected with 
Christ, for in all things their object 
we.s fulfilled and eventually carried out. 
We ma.y apply a few lessons from this 
subject:-

!. Beware how you hea.r. 
2. John's boldness in preaching, 
3. Be warned to flee from the wrath 

to come. 
4. John's humility. 
5. John's testimony of Christ. 
6, The Father's voice in behall of His 

Son. THOMAS H:i<:ATH. 
Plymouth. 

F L E ET ( EBENEZER ). - Harvest 
thanksgiving services were held 011 

September 21st, when brother Mitchell 
was advertised to preach, but, through 
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his illness, W'M not able to fulfil his 
engagement; but ,ve had, through Mr. 
Mitchell, Mr, T. Jones, of Zion, New 
Cross, and we had a very good time in the 
afternoon. The service .commenced at 3 ; 
and, after singing, reading, and prayer, 
Mr. Jones gave out for his text, "The 
harvest is past," &o. (Jer. viii. 20), and a 
very instructive sermon we had ; after 
which tea was provided, and over 50 
friends sat down and enjoyed the fare. 
At 6 o'clock the evening meeting com
menced, and after the opening song and 
portion read we had a very powerfnl 
and telling sermon, to the enjoyment 
of all assembled. Our brother preached 
from" Other sheep I have which are not 
of this fold," &c .. and truly it was e. 
blessed time to the children of God 
assembled ; altogether we had e. good 
day. , Many friends from neighbouring 
Churches were present, and thus we 
were helped. Collections amounted to 
£7 9s. 9d., for which we desire to be 
thankful.-J, W. 

PLEASANT AND PROFITABLE 
MEETINGS AT SHEFFIELD. 

AT Zion, we he.ve recently had a meeting 
to te.ke fe.rewell of our brother and sister 
Mr. and Mrs. Jones, who have left 
Sheffield. Some little presents were 
me.de in recognition of their services to 
Church and school, at Zion, Ba.rrack
la.ne. We are sorry to lose them, but 
they are gone with the best wishes and 
pre.yen of the whole Church for their 
future welfare. 

Brother Jones was one of those to 
first join hands and form tbe Church 
here ; and, with others, contributed 
weekly to the support of the cause. We 
shall miss them both. They were ardent 
a.nd diligent in the Lord's service in 
this corner of His vineyard. Although 
this seems unfavourable yet we• are 
encouraged by the Lord in other ways, 
havi1rg the- privilege of baptising a 
brother (it was a very blessed service) ; 
Mr. Clayton, of Leeds, preaching from 
Naaman the leper, in the afternoon, and 
I had the pleasure of 1·eceiving four 
others in the Churoh the same evening ; 
it was a high day with us, gladness 
and rejoicing being in all our hearts. 
Brother J. Smith, of Siddal, preached in 
the evening. So, while two are gone, 
five others are added. We are thankful 
a gradual prosperity attends our path, 
and our hopes are that our future will 
be even more encouraging. 

We are a poor and needy folk, but the 
Lord thinketh upon us and maketh our 
little Zion at times a savoury place. 
We are praying and longing for that 

blessed anointing of the Spirit by which 
we realise all things commanded by the 
Father rest on His cho~en oMs. 

Oh! for more unceasing prayer, more 
continual and united effort, more strict 
attendance on the established means, 
more love, more faith, more closet 
CO'.llluinnion, more liberality to tho cause 
of· God onr Saviour. Should we not 
then soon have cause to say, '' Peace be 
within thy walls, and prosperity within 
thy palaces." 

May the Lord gracionsly increase 
these things among us for His name 
sake, prays yonrs in Gospel bonds, 

J. TAYLOR. 
[This bas been unavoidably delayed.-

J. W.B.] 

Our Australian Column. 
BRISBANE. 

MR. JoHN KINGSFORD, t!irough age, and 
consequent weakness, anticipates retiring 
from the pastorate of Jireh Strict Baptist 
Church at the close of this year. He is 
only now able to take one service on the 
Lord's-day. 

DEAR MB. BA.NXS,-Will you kindly 
forward me the EARTHEN VESSEL AND 
GOSPEL HRRALD each month for a year 
( cash enclosed). 

I have not seen a Strict Baptist Church 
in Auckland, and don't know whether 
there is one in New Zealand ; I think not. 

In thought I often live in the dear old 
days, when my Father used to speak to 
me through my pastor, Mr. John Pelis. 
The food I received under his ministry 
was substantial; and has helped me 
through all these years. In speaking of 
it to a Wesleyan minister \ who is, I 
believe, a Ch1istia.n) he told me it was 
an exploded doctrine that was never 
taught now ; it made people too careless 
and indifferent. I told him my experi
ence had been quite the contr-.try. The 
young peop!e io the different Chw-ches 
here, as a whole, are not nearly so 
earnest ; there is much more frivolity. 

(MRS.) A11ELIA HEFFORD. 
Port Albert. Kaifa.la, Auckland, 

Ne,v Zealand, August :?:!, 18tl~. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
AT the harvest thanksgiving service at 
Eden Chapel, Cambridge, the secretary 
pleaded the claims of the Society, and a 
liberal collection was taken. Mr. Wiles 
and his friends from Hope Chapel were 
present. United services, such as thi~, 
are very helpful t~ t~e Institution. 

* The friends at the Old Baptist Chapel, 
Guildford, have also kindly given a 
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special collection, the Sunday scholat's 
helping to increase the amount. To 
Mr. Jull at Cambridge, and to Mr. 
Chisnall at Guildford, the hearty thanks 
of the committee wMe presented. 

• • 
The meeting at 0the Clifton Confer

ence. Bristol, was well attended, and 
the secretary's appea.l was followed by 
very satisfactory results. This meeting 
was most useful in stimulatinir interest 
in the Society in t,?i,e. West of England. 

The 19th anniver;.,ry of the Home at 
Brighton, and of the general work in 
the town, took place on October 11th. 
A crowded assembly filled the rooms in 
the Royal Pavilion, and the greatest 
interest was ma.nifested in the proceed
ings. S. Hannington, Esq., J.P., pre
sided ; and addressee were given by 
Messrs. A. J. Baxter, J. K. Popham, 
J. H. Hallett, A. Hayles, D. T. Cam
bridge, o.nd J. E. l!a.!elton. 

* The new number of the Quarterly 
Record conta.ins a portra.it of the 
Society's centenarian pensioner, and 
another illustration entitled, "My 
Room." Our rea.ders will find the con
tents of this publica.tion bright and 
interesting. 

~atriages. 
BOLTOX-HARDSLEY.-On August 18,1898, 

at the Baptist Chapel, Barnsley, Yorks., 
Clara Hardisty. to Daniel Benjamin, son of 
Mr. J. Bolton. Baptist Minister, Peterboro'. 

McKEE-T.H"LOR.-0D Au1rnst 25, 1898, 11t 
Hollinvrood, by Mr. S. F. McKee, pastor, 
Lillian, eldest daughter of the late Mr. W. 
H. Taylor, nod grand-danghter of James 
Tavlor (decensed and deacon of the Church 
28 years), to W. 0. McKee. 

SrTCLIFFE-EDDISON.-On September 3, 
1898. at Hope Chapel, Rochdale, by Mr. J. 
Eddison. father of the bride, Florence 
< Florriei, to Mr. Geo. Sntcliffe. 

TH"C'RKETTLE-EDWABDS.-On Oct. 3, at 
Blakenham Baptist Chapel, by pastor H. 
Alexander. Laura Jane Edwards, to George 
Edward Thurkettle. 

WOOD-TAYLOR.-Oo August 25, 1898, at 
Hollinwood. by Mr. M,·Kee, Ann Taylor, to 
John Wood. son of Mr. Joseph Wood, of 
Limeside. 

8on.c ~om.c. 
M. ALLGOOD. - :Martha, the beloved 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Allgood, worship
ing at Hope Baptist Chapel, Norton-street-, 
Bethnal Green. departed this life, Oct. 3, 
1898, aged sixteen years. Shewasaconsistent 
member of the Bible-class and loved the 
preaching of the Gospel; we rejoice in signs 
and evidence that the Lord bas taken her to 
Himself, where we hope to rejoin her on 
the resurrection morn through the blood of 
the Lamb.-H. ALLGOOD. 

FRANCES RANCE, a member of Bethel 
Baptist UhaJJel, St. Albans, departed this 
life on Sunday, September 25, at the age of 
?G. Thus we experience with other Churches 

the clouds as well as the joy and sunshine of 
our holy religion as we pass along. Our loss 
is a great one, not because our sister was 
rich and could give a large amount to the 
cause, but because she was rich in faith, and 
this led her to the throne of grace, there to 
plead mightily for both pastor and people. 
Her great joy was to see our pastor or one 
of God's people to talk with them of the 
goodness of her. God. She was buried on the 
following Thnrsday in the cemetery, a num
ber of friends gathering together to pay the 
last tribute of respect and to hear the solemn 
words of our pastor at the grave. On Sun
day, ,October ~. Mr. Wileman preached a 
funeral sermon (text, 2 Sam. xi v.14), carefully 
avoiding any pathetic reference to the dear 
departed sister that should hurt the feelings 
of the many relatives present. 0 that my 
God would Jill up the gap and also prepare 
ns for the great change.-A. MOURNER. 

WILLIAM TAYLOR.-Thursday, October 
6th, was a memorable day in the history of 
our Church at Tottenham, when we com
mitted to its last resting place the mortal 
remains of our dear brother Taylor. His body 
was brought into the chapel, which was 
nearly full, portions of Scripture were read 
and a suitable word spoken by the pastor of 
the Church which touched many hearts: 
hundreds gathered at the grave which 
shewed the esteem held for him. He was 
born at Thorley, in Essex, on September 25, 
1817, in early life he came to Tottenham and 
it was h~r!l the Lord call_ed him by His grace, 
and he Joined the Congregational Chnrch, 
but was soon after removed to Waltham 
Abbey and was Jed to hear the late W. F. 
Wheeler, and it was under his ministry that 
our· brother was led into truth more per
fectly, he saw the ordinancA of believer's 
baptism was baptizcd by Mr. F. Wheeler, 
and Nov. 30, 18W, joined the Church. Dec. 
7, same year. on his removal back to 
Tottenham, he was transferred to this 
Church, then worshipping in Welbourne 
Ha.II ; in 1887 he was made a deacon, which 
office he held till the last with credittohim
self and satisfJl,ction to all. Our loss is great. 
He was no ordinary Christ-ian, his exemplary 
life, "noble character," his pr8,yer3, sym
pathy, counsel, were of no mean order. 
The last public service he was at, the word 
of encouragement he gave his pastor at the 
close of the day wa• this. "That's what I like, 
the exalting of a precious Christ and laying 
the flesh low." His last illness was short, but 
be wa.~ ready for his change, he said, "He is 
the strengt,h of my heart and my portion for 
ever," 

"Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on Him," 

and only a few hoursbeforehepassedaway, 
he said, ur have rest." uNow,I am going 
home." His happy spirit went to join the 
Chnrcb triumphantjustabout the same time 
as we begin our service in the chapel where 
he had so lonl? loved to join us, on Lord's. 
day, October 2nd, at the ripe 11ge of 81 years. 
His pastor improved his death on Lord's
day evening, October 9th, preaching from 
Psalm xii. 1, when a good congregation was 
present. 

"May we triumph so, 
When all our warfare's pnst; 

And dying find our Jntest. foe, 
Under our feet at last." 

OUR salvation wns worked out, walked 
out, and wept out, and KO won. It was 
!froaned out, sweat out, and bled out, 
' Having obtained eternal redemption for 
us."-llu/t1s, 
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(See page 355.) 

®ur jalbation is ~eartr. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

"Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed."-Rom. xiii. 11 • . 

"TIME, like ·a mighty stream, bea:·s all its sons sway." Each 
moment brings us nearer to eternity. By the ti111e t1.is is in the 

hands of our readers we shall have entered on the last month of another 
year, which seems as if it began but yesterday, so rapid is the flight of 
time; To the worldling the fact that he is being borne swiftly and 
irresistibly on to eternity is a very solemn, aud, indeed, a terrible matter ; 
for death will end all his pleasures, and usher him into the -presence of 
his Judge to receive a just rnntence according to the deeds done in his 
body, which will inevitably be "everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of His power." But the believer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ has no cause to dread, but every reason to joyfully 
anticipate the close of his earthly pilgrimage ; for 

Vo1. LIV. DECE)IDER, 1898. z 
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"We nightly pitch our moving tent 
A day's march nearer HOME." 

At the close of another year it animates and cheers us to remember that 
" now is our salvation neuer" than when the year began. , 
. Salvation is a word of great comprehensiveness. Its root meaning 
1s •· safety, preservation from danger and destruction." It is used not 
unfrequently of temporal deliverances from great danger ol.· death. In 
the temporal sense God's people often experience salvatidn. · But the 
term comprehends spiritual aud eternal deli ,erance from sin, curse, 
wrath, death, aud destruction, together with the enjoyme1it of all that 
God has prepared for them that love Him. Salvation arises from the 
eternal purpose of love and grace of our covenant God ; it has its 
meritorious foundation in the mediatorial office and work of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; and its blessings are enjoyed through :the gracious 
operations of the Holy Ghost. ft is "by grace we are saved through 
faith, and that not of ourselves ; it is the gift of God." 

In our text salvation is contemplated as being futur,e. Believers 
now enjoy salvation ; they are fully pardoned, justified from all things, 
delivered from the law and accepted in the Beloved ; ~h~ dominion of 
sin in their hearts is abolished ; they are favoured with "the spirit of 
adoption,'' and enjoy the privileges of sonship ; but :t4e fulness of 
salvation is not experienced in this present time state. .We are now 
plagued with indwelling sin, assaulted by temptations, li~ble to doubts 
and fears ; troubled with fierce conflicts, exercised with the cross, and 
often sighing and groaning under our burdens rather than triumphing 
over our foes. Yet we are safe in the midst of all these µangers; for 
we "are kept (guarded) by the power of God,through faith unto salva
tion, ready to be revealed in the last time." 

Believers at death enter into a fuller enjoyment of the blessings of 
salvation. They are then completely delivered frorp. sin, sorrow, suffering, 
trials and temptations, and enter into joy that to . us at present is 
inconceivable. We know not how disembodied spirits perceive or act, 
and speculations about matters that are altogether beyond us are sure 
to be both foolish and erroneous, and very likely to become injurious 
superstitions. But sufficient for our comfort and hope is revealed. 
We know that they are made perfect as to their spirits ; * they are with 
their Lord; t and when He comes "the second time without sin unto 
salvation," He will bring them with -Him; "for them that sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with Him."t Here we may rest content till death 
reveals the rest-

,, Thus much (and this is all) we know-
They are completely blest, · · 

Have done with sin, and care, and woe, 
And with their Saviour rest." 

To be wise above that which is written, is to make ourselves fools.,· 
But salv:1tio11 will be gloriously completed when our Lord Jesue-comcs 

agatn. "Th~ Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with ·a· shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God ; and ~he 
dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive, and remain, 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord .in 
the air ; and so shall we ever be with the Lord." " We shall no.t all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed. In a moment, in the twinkling of 1111 

* Heb. xii. 23. t 2 Cor. v. 8; Phil. i. 23. t 1 The,s. iv. 14. 
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~ye, at the last trump, for the trumpet !Jhall sonnd, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed." It is this grand and 
glorious consummation that our text leads us to contemplate. We rejoice 
in a present salvation experienced ; we look forward to a fuller deliver
ance and higher joys when death shall terminate our mortal career ; 
but our faith and hope rest not there, but anticipate the full salvation 
-0f both body and soul held out to onr view in the Scriptures of 
truth. " Our citizenship. is in heaven : from whence also we wait for 
a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall fashion anew the body of 
-0ur humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of His glory, 
:according to the working whereby He is able even to subject all things 
unto- Himself.""' This will be a salvation every way worthy of its great 
Author, and perfectly satisfying to all those who are saved. 

This salvation is daily drawing nearer, it is nearer than when we 
believed. We write principally for our aged and infirm friends, many of 
whom are unable to attend the sanctuary services. Old age and increasing 
infirmities are by no means pleasing things in themselves ; and when, as 
is frequently the case, they are attended with straitness of circumstances, 
they severely test our faith. But let this be your stay and comfort, your 
salvation -draws nearer every day. It is many years since we were 
brought to• put otir ti.t1st· in Him ; by so many yeara is our salvation 
nea1;er than when we believed. Through many trials, afflictions, and 
temptation1;1 we have been safely brought. Another year of our journey 
has. almost gone; we will not faint in sight of home; or mistrust Him 
who has done· so ·much for us in the past, and brought us thus far on our 
journey. Hold out faith and patience a little longer, " our salvation 
is" now much.,. nearer than when we believed." 

"Soon the joyful news will come, 
. Child, your Father calls, come home I " 

The rapidity with which om hours are passing need bring us no alarm, 
nor would we wish them to travel more slowly. It is "the night," with 
all its gloom, that is departing, it "is" already "far spent," the light of 
dawn even .now illumines the East, telling that "the day," which will 
never know a night again, "is at hap.d." 

"A few more days, or months, or years, 
In thi_s dark desert to complain; 

A few more sighs, a few more tears, 
And we shall bid adieu to pa.in." 

Let us rejoice that "our salvation is nearer· than when we believed." 

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.-No. XII. 
THE LATE EDWARD DEBNAM OF BoTTISHAM LODE. 

By his son, W. DEBNAM. 

My father was born at Chelmsford, June 2±, 1816. He was brought 
up to attend " the Church " and educated at the day-school. 

At ai1 early age he beg-an to work with his father at the boot trade, 
and followed his calling till age and infirmities compelled him to give up. 

As a youth, I have heard him say, he took pleasure with other boys 
in mischief and sin in its numerous and varied forms. 

•Phil.iii. 20, 21, R.V. 
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One Sunday, at the school, his teacher was pointing out the awful 
consequences of living and dying in sin ; to all such hell must be their 
portion. This filled his mind with fear and terror for some time, but it 
did not stop him altogether in his downward course. 

As he grew up he took a great delight in crickt>t, and one day, when 
much older. he went to see a cricket match, and said to the writer, " That 
is whR.t I delight in," when the Lord sent home the arrow of conviction 
into his heart, and made him feel himself to be a lost, ruined, undone 
sinner, and the words came with power into his soul, " Come ye out from 
among them, and touch not the unclean thing.'' This brought him into 
such soul trouble that it led him to cry day and night for mercy. His 
distress of mind was so great that he destroyed his bats and stumps, and 
took his work into a top room of the house, and told his mother if any 
of his companions called be could not be seen. 

For a long time he was in such bondage that he felt hell must be his 
portion hereafter. One morning, when at work in his shop, the Lord 
broke into his soul and showed him the 

.JOY OF SALVATION, 

that he felt be must tell it to his neighbours. All fear of the torments 
of hell was taken awav. He could now see God's Word was full of 
blessing. and it brought joy to his heart. 

In the pro,idence of God he was led to attend the Old Baptist 
Chapel, Coggeshall, sixteen miles from Chelmsford. Mr. Rivett was the 
preacher ; here he was baptised. 

After a few years he removed his membership to Duke-street, Chelms
ford. In 1850 there was a division, and a large room accommodating 
200 persons was taken. This was opened by the late Mr. Allen, of Cave 
Adullam, Stepney. At this time deceased was greatly 

EXERCISED ABOUT THE MINISTRY, 

so much so, that he wa3 laid aside on a sick bed for some weeb, mother 
fearing she would be left a widow with four of us. She being in bad 
health at the time, and for years a prisoner at home, we would sometimes 
offer to stay with her on the Sunday, but in her quiet, feeling way, would 
say, "I do not wish it-if, like me, you were compelled, you would not 
care for it." · 

My father was still fXercised about the ministry, and one Sunday 
morning, the late Mr. Dearsley, of Dalston, heard him in prayer and 
believed he was in trouble about preaching, and gave him a word of 
encouragement, and he (Mr. D.) asked him to go to Harrow Wield for 
him to supply. 

About this time the late John Corbett settled at Chelmsford, and was 
instrumental in uniting the friends again in the old Chapel. My father 
told Mr. Corbett about the exercises of his mind concerning the ministry. 
Mr. C. replied, " The Lord has a work for you to do." Soon after he 
preached his first sermon in a farm house at Roxwell, near Chelmsford, 
to a few farm labourers, their wives, and children ; I was with him at 
the time. _ 

After preaching in the villages a club-room was hired at Forthend, 
eight miles from Chelmsford, where he preached morning and afternoon. 
and on his way home preached in a cottage in the evening at Blasted 
Hill. 
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'l'he time came when he was asked to go to Maldon and commenced 
speaking in II carpenter's shop. An old Chapel was bought (formerly 
used by the Wesleyans), a Church formed, and here he entered upon his 
first pastorate, and remained about eight years. 

His second pustorate was Sudbury, Suffolk, where the late Daniel 
Herbert preached. 

His ne,ct move was to Saxlingl.tam, Norfolk, then to Swavesey, 
Oambs.; his last place was Bottisham Lode, where he supplied. 

Age and infirmities kept pace, and latterly he was only able to supply 
neighbouring Churches, and on Lord's-day, September -1, like good old 
Jacob, he was gathered to his people, as a shock of corn at the ripe age 
of 82 years. 

· Like the apostle he laboured, while strength allowed, for the bread 
which perisheth, and experienced the ups and downs of life, but his chief 
joy was-

" To tell to sinners round 
What a dear Saviour he had found." 

A short time previous to his translation, his old friend, Mr. Cornwell, 
of Brixton, spent two hours with him, which proved a profitable season 
to both. 

At his funeral, Mr. S. K. Bland, the Suffolk patriarch, kindly and 
efficiently officiated. 

[It was our pleasure to be personally acquainted with deceased, who was a 
thorough experimental preacher of the Gospel ; "he knew what sore temptations 
n:i.eant; " and was acquainted with domestic and other trials; this was one of the 
schools he passed through in training for the pulpit. This sketch would be 
incomplete without reference to the fact that one of his sons-Mr. J. R. Debnam 
has been the honoured pastor of the Church at Horham, Suffolk, for many years. 
-;-J, W. B.] 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

THE MOST WONDERFUL OF ALL WOND~RS. 

PEOPLE like to advertise wonderful things, and if something extra
ordinary of any kind has been announced, someone will be sure to 

try to outdo it, by proclaiming something more startling still. 
Yet most of these marvels turn out to be but" nine days' wonders," 

and less perhaps than even that ; but there ar·e wonderful things and 
wonderful persons who will be wonders not only in this world till the end 
of time, but will still be objects of admiring astonishment, " world 
without end." There have been wonderful warriors, the fame of whose 
exploits has been paraded in every possible way, and multitudes have 
delighted to do them honour. There have been philanthropists like 
Howard, who have travelled for into the depths of sorrow and sin to 
rescue the fallen, the oppressed and the desolate, and they may well be 
called wonderful people in a world like this, where selfishness, ease, and 
pleasure, bear so much sway. There have been wonderft~lly clev~r peop~e 
who, from poverty and obscurity, have become famous m learmng or m 
skill, and their success has surprised everyone-themseli-es perhaps 
included. But there is One that infinitely excels them all, whose very 
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name is " Wonderful," and who fully bears out His title in every poEsible 
way. 

0 The bright and gloriou~ Lord of heaven, He yet visited the earth in 
ages long gone by. As" a man" He wrestled with Jacob and blessed 
him. changing Jacob's name but concealing His 01rn; as an "angel,. 
He received l\fanoah's offering and ascended to heaven in the flame that 
cousnmed the sacrifice ; as a warrior with a drawn sword He appeared 
to, and directed the movements of Joshua when he was about to attack 
Jericho ; and each one that saw and heard Him then must have exclaimed 
with heart, if not with voice, " Wonderful, most wonderful ! " 

But when that wonderful Person came to dwell for a while among 
men, how thickly was His whole life studded with wonderful things. 
What a Babe was Re, "that Holy One, the Son of God I" What a Lad, 
lingering about the Temple courts, astonishing all the learned theologians 
there by His understanding and answers, and filling Mary with 
wondering awe as He said, Why did you seek Me as you did? Did you 
not know I must be about My Father's business? 

And what a Man was He I Poor, so poor that of His own "He had 
not where to lay His head,'' and yet the richest earthly monarch was 
never honoured as He. A God-sent herald announced'His public coming, 
His heavenly Father's voice acknowledged Him as '' His Beloved," and 
angels who had proclaimed His birth, attended Him through all His 
travels, were near Him in His dying agonies, appeared at His tomb 
when He arose, and were attendant upon His glorious ascension into 
heaven. 

Bnt how wonderful it all was, "surpassing fable, and yet true," 
striotly, altogether true. 

That Man was the Mighty God. That Being who lived only to the 
age of little over thirty years, was the Ancient of Days who liveth and 
abideth for ever; that childless "Man of Sorrows" is the Everlasting 
Father of an innumerable family, who rejoices over them, and will fill 
them all with joy unspeakable for evermore. 

" Behold the Man" who could weep at the grave of His friend and 
then raise that friend to life again ; who must fall asleep in the boat 
through sheer weariness but could rise up and by His word .hush the 
troubled sea to rest in a moment ; who was hungry and thirsty, yet could 
feed thousands of hungry bodies by a miracle, give living water to every 
thirsty soul who came to Him, and was and is the Living Bread which 
affords eternal life to all who by faith receive Him into their hearts :-

" No Jess Almighty at His birth 
Than on His throne supreme, 

His shoulders held up heaven and earth 
While Mary held up Him." 

And when He died He conquered death by dying, and overcame the 
power of the grave, so that all who trust in Him may say, "0 death, 
where is thy stino- ? 0 grave, where is thy victory ? " "The sting of 
death is sin, and the strength of sin " ( i.e., the strength of sin's sting) " is 
the law" (for the righteous law of God condemns. and punish~s the 
unpardoned sinner). "But thanks be unto God who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,." 

Dear reader, know you this wonderful Saviour? this wonderful 
Person who is all in all to those who know His graca. This year is fast 
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dmwii1g to a, close, and we nre aHfast hastening to the end of our mortal 
career. Is J esns ours ? Can we say with heart and voice-

" He's 1111 that's good and great, 
All that I can admire, 

All the salvation of my soul 
And all my soul's desire? " 

The question of all questions is, What is the Lord Jesus Christ to me J 

SOUND OUT THE WORD. 
BY PASTOR JOHN JULL, CAMBRIDGE. 

Being the ·ou.t{ine of a Sei·mon pi·eachecl at Soho Baptist Chapel, at the Annual 
,lfeeting of the Strict Baptist Jlission,fi·om the text, 1 Thess. i. 8. 

WHEN Paul wrote this epistle from Athens, Thessalonica was a very 
. :flourishing commercial city, and the Gospel being planted there 
it was a centre for it to be distributed to other nations and people. God 
placed His lively oracles in tli.e Jewish nation and then through them it 
. was made known. to other nations and people. He plants His grace in 
our hearts, makes His salvation known to us, and then it is our privilege 
to make known His Gospel to other lands. 

This Church at TheS&alonica was not Jewish, but Gentile; they had 
not been converted from Hebrew fables and traditions, but from heathen 
idolatry. Hence you do not find any reference to Old Testament Scrip
ture, which you often find in the apostle's other epistles, but you find 
about twelve times in this epistle to this Church mention is made of our 
Lord's second coming and of the resurrection of the body. Why is 
this ? When you think these people were converted from heathenism 
who had no belief in a future state or in the second coming of Christ, 
there-was a great needs be for them to be well informed about it to give 
them comfort and Gpnsolation. Hence you find in the 10th verse," And 
to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, 
even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come;" also chap. iv. 
13, and he adds," Wherefore comfort one another with these words." 
Great praise and unbounded missionary zeal are the marks of this 
Church. They had been the receivers of the Gospel and now they 
become the senders forth of the Gospel. We must be receivers before 
we can give. A missionary spirit should grow out of true Christianity, 
it should be the outcome of divine life within. "Freely ye have re
ceived, freely give." 

The apostle remembers three things about this Church :-

(a) Your work of faith. Here faith is an active principle, she goes 
to Christ for all she feels t,o need ; she goes to the LorJ for His help and 
guidance in time of need. 

(b) Your labour of love. Love is a laborious gmce, ever seeking 
to do good to some one, to render some help in the time of need. 

(c) Patience of hope. Hope patiently waits for the fulfilment of 
God's promise ; observe all these heavenly graces centre in Christ, " in 
our Lord Jesus Christ;" they get their stt·ength aud power in union with 
Him, and then these graces are exercised in the SIGHT of God our 
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Father. Then by the possession of these three graces centreing in Obrist 
in the sight of Hod, you, brethren, know your election of God. 

In looking at these words there are two things to notice:-
I. The reception of the Word. 
II. The distribution of the Word. 
1. Notice the Word is SENT before it can be received. These people 

were in heathen darkness, therefore they could not receive it without it 
was SENT; it was sent by the hand of God in the person of Paul, and 
notice in what way they received it ( chap. ii. 13), "Not as the word of 
man, but as it is in truth, the ,vord of God." 

2. :N"otice, we read of the living Word, the incarnate Word, "the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us." He was sent. How often 
we hear Him, our Lord, saying, "The Father bath sent Me." "I came 
not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that SENT Me." And the 
sinner is brought to receive Him, and those who do receive Him are 
brought into the high, exalted position to be called the sons of God. He 
was sent, to live to obey the law, to die under the law to satisfy its 
claims, to rise from the dust of death to testify His work was complete, 
to ascend to God to be glorified. Now we .receive Him in our souls by 
faith, we acknowledge Him as the One whom the Father bath sent. 

3. Observe, there is the revealed Word, that is sent to us from heaven, 
so that we can read it, meditate upon it, and learn from it the mind and 
will of God concerning us. This is sfmt for us to circulate ; if that Word 
is so profitable to us and we have gained so much benefit from it, there 
is an intoitive feeling for us to send it out to others that they may be 
benefited thereby. 

4. Then there is the 11ower of tlifl Word. Paul makes a distinction 
between the Word only, and the power of the Word, the Word by itself, 
and the Word alone-" hear it only," it produces but little results; like 
the stony-ground hearer, it soon withers away. 

Now, "in power, and in the Holy Ghost," under the influence of the 
Holy Ghost, they felt it, it produced in them conviction of sin, brought 
them to a sense of godly sorrow. a repentance before the Lord, to a plea 
for mercy at His footstool, crying," God be merciful to me a sinner." 
They received this Word "in much assurance," that is, how true it is, 
and I am convinced of the truthfulness of the Word, for I feel in my own 
soul. 

Then we find the practical results from the reception of the Word. 
"They turned from idols to serve the living and true God." How this 
must have cheered the heart of 

THE MISSION.ARY p .A.UL 

in seeing such practical results from his preached word accompanied by 
1he power of the Holy Ghost. There we find they became imitators 
(R.Y.), followers in their mode of life, in their doctrine, and in their 
ordinances, and then of the Lord. We also see in the reception of the 
word, there was a drawback, there was suffering, and severe persecution 
on account of their profession of faith in the Lord Jesus. Persecution 
came upon them, yet they endured it bravely, because it was accompanied 
with joy in the Holy Ghost. We see here if Satan stirs up to persecution, 
hatred, for our love and loyalty to Him, the Lord is at hand to pour in 
the "joy of the Holy Ghost." 
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II. Now notice the distribution of the Word. "For from you sounded 
out the Word of the Lord." Then they were not selfish, nor kept the 
Word to themselves, but having been benefited by it they were concerned 
others should be benefited by it. Some indulge in the thought, 
"because God only can give grace," and " He will have His own " 
there is nothing for me to do. 0 friends, is this the right way of looking 
at matters ? Does not this thought encourage an idle, careless, indifferent 
spirit towards those who are still in nature't1 darkness? God evidently 
gave grace through the Word preached by Paul to · the Thessalonians. 
So, friends, it is binding upon us to send out the Word of the Gospel and 
look to the Lord to give grace and power to · that Word that is pro
claimed. 

I. How is it to be done ? " It is to be sounded out," then it is to 
be heard. A trumpet is sounded out with human breath, with human 
energy, and it gives a certain sound-behind a trumpet, there is some
one to make it sound. So the Gospel is sounded out by human breath, 
from a human heart who has felt its saving power and influence. 

2. The Word can be distributed silently, by the letter of the Word; 
the circulation of the Scriptures can go where the missionary cannot go, 
it is of less expense, and we hav~ repeated accounts how much the Lord 
has blessed the perusal of that Word in the conversion of souls. God 
is working by His own Word when it is silently distributed. 

3. It can be di!!tribute_d by the lips. Here we have the personal 
missionary-Paul by his lips preached the Word. There is the personal 
missionary-he was sent by the Lord. We have two missionaries who, 
we believe, have been raised up by the Lord for us, and we have sent 
them into the mission-field. They have gone from our communion and 
fellowship, and happy is that Church that so sounds out the Word of the 
Lord. 

4. It is distributed by our substance. We cannot all go out, but all 
can help to sound out the Word of the Lord, by the giving of our sub
stance which the Lord has given to us, and according as He has 
prospered so let us give to support our· two brethren who by their lips 
are sounding out the Word of the Lord. . 

We should view this as a great privilege to be the means in the Lord's 
hands of distributing the Word of God; yea, it should be a source of joy 
and pleasure to the Christian heart to do so. How often the feeling 
rises up in the Christian's . heart, " What shall I render unto the Lord 
for all His mercies towards me ? " Why ! render yourself, your sub. 
stance, for His service and for His glory. 

5. Lastly, it can be distributed by our prayers, Work and pray
not pray and no work. All human effort mHst be wetted, sealed, stamped, 
by constant prayer. What an example we have in this matter in the 
life of our Lord. 

To pray without work is hypocrisy, to work without prayer is 
atheism. Depend upon it, friends, he who prays most over his work has 
the greater enjoyment in the work and sees more results from it. Onr 
strength for labour is borne in the closet. May the Lord command His 
blessing. 

WHAT is a i·obe in mrm's sight may be only a rng in God's sight-aud a 
filthy one too.-Ri(ftts. 

AA 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BYM. A.J. 

"The time of your sojourning."-! Peter i. 17. 

TIMELY admonition, well fitted for our brief meditation at this 
present period of the year, the end of which is so near. A few 

days, and 1898 will be numbered with the great past. How quickly the 
days pass by ! By the bye, with the closing year Volume LIV. of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL will close. What a list-a catalogue of events
history, biography of men, women, and churchea. What an army of 
noble heroes, bold, valiant men (" There were giants in those days ") 
who contended earnestly for the faith delivered to the saints, are recorded 
in the pages of those 54 Volumes. In them are chronicled the joys, 
sorrows, prosperity, adversity, encouragement, discouragement, helps 
and hindrances are found hidden in the pages of those 54 volumes. 
You will find theology, poetic effusions, solid facts, and general informa
tion upon spiritual matters, and doctrinal truth sound as the soundest 
bell in the world; and experience peculiar, hairbreadth escapes many. 
I am, however, thinking of the originator of this VESSEL that hassailed 
over the stormy seas for 54 years-0. W. Banks, the Ashford boy who 
experienced four awful frights-the young man with his four notable 
and distinct incidents connected with his remarkable conversion-the 
man who lived under four Sovereigns. The poet, preacher, and evange
list, to which may be added-writer. Head, heart, hands, feet and pen 
were all engaged in holy, consecrated toil for his Master and his fellow
men. C. W. B. :finished his busy, active course and stepped out of 
the Editor's chair into the golden streets to look upon his Divine 
Saviour, whom he loved to extol, and by whose Spirit he was called on 
that memorable Lord's day morning long years ago. Whether the 
mantle has fallen upon his successors I will not say. Let wiser heads 
than mine determine. 

It may interest some of my young readers to know that the first 
number of the" E. V." was printed on the 30th November, 1843, when 
those who were engaged on its staff worked all night in order that copies 
might be ready, and in the publishers' hands on the first of the ensuing 
month. I think I have heard the present Editor say that he assisted in 
the production and launching the first number. So he is under great 
obligation to the infinite goodness and faithfulnees of our covenant
keeping God. 

This brings me up to my subject, which is the flight of time. 
Time-measure-motion-duration. Time, the revealer, unfolder of 
events, circumstances, history and experience. Pause one moment ! 
There is no such thing as time with God. He knows no limitation~ 
eternity-infinitude-illimitable ; these words are found in heaven's 
vocabulary. Time is confined to this world-finite, limited, unrest, 
uncertainty, brevity, belong to earth's vocabulary. " What is Time jl" 
quoth the poet, and proceeds to answer his own question, "The strikiug 
of the clock-the running of the sand-day and night-summer and 
winter, months, years, centuries. These are but arbitrary and outward 
sicrns-the measure of time ; not time itself. Time is the life of the 
socl.. If not this, then tell me what is Time." This quotation brings 
to my mind a verse learned years ago, and which may still be seen 
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(I believe) painted on an old wooden monument which stands on Wilton 
bridge which spans the W ye at Rose, Herefordshire :-

" Esteem thy precious time, 
Which pass so swift awa.y, 

Prepare then for eternity, 
And do not make delay." 

Time has been compared to a sand-glass, the grains of which soon 
run out ; and having passed the narrow passage between two eternities, 
never can re-pas!!. Sublimely solemn thought! Rutherford felt conscious 
of this when he penned:-

" The sands of time a.re sinking ; 
The da.wn of hea.ven breaks, 

The summer morn I've sighed for
The fair sweet morn awakes." 

Time! Unto what shall we liken it? A single sun-ray thrown 
across the vast expanse of eternity ; a parenthesis of eternity. It is a 
"speck of !!pace ; " a bubble :floating about the vast universe, a dewdrop 
in the ocean, a light, thin cloud :floating through the illimitable. Day, 
night, weeks, months, years, are only signs for S<')asons. God constituted 
time. It is ours to redeem, so says the Apostle. Time-a period-swift 
as the weaver's shuttle, or the eagle's flight ; and in this time I stand 
one life ; a little gleam of time between two eternities, so spake the 
Chelsea sage. 

"Pass the time of our sojourning." A sojourner is one who dwells 
in a strange country, absent from his native land, at a distance from 
friends, and exposed to rough treatment, because little known. Such is 
the condition of the pilgrim who is bound for "Beautiful Zion, built 
above." He is but a stranger here, no settled abode, but he is looking, 
like Abraham, for a city which bath foundations, a permanent, stable, 
and sure abode, whose Builder and Maker is God. There are holy, 
peaceful times, when he contemplates the rest remaining, and can truly 
say:-

" There my best friends a.nd kindred dwell, 
There God my Saviour reigns.'' 

Let us erect another Ebenezer. · We have been graciously sustained 
thus far. Yes, we have been kept by the power of God. We have had 
our trials, afflictions, bereavements, losses, crosses and disappointments, 
our conflicts and struggles ; yet we are still on the march. The halting 
time will soon come. The grand exchange will soon be made-the 
cross for the crown. Cheer, brother, cheer, thou art another _v-e-a-r's 
march nearer home ! If yon believe this you will join me in saying, 
Amen. 

BAPTISTS-WHAT ABOUT THEM? 
Sei·ial Papei·s on Baptist Histo1·y, Pi·inciples, Pmctices, Chm·ches, 

and Men.-XXV. 
BY SAMUEL BANKS. 

CHURCH O~'l'ICERS.-PROPHETS. 

·wnEN our Lord ascended He gave gifts unto men. And He gave some (to 
be) apostles; and some, 

PROPHETS! 

Prophet-seer, expou~der,_messe!1ger. All ~hat th~ Saviour is i~ Hi_m
self, all He has wrought m His '' fimshed work for His people, and 1s clomg 
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for them still. was reveale<l to and hRs been explained Rnd proclaimed by the 
prophetR. All thnt the Hend of the Church is to His Bride, 1tnd all thnt she 
is to Him is in accordance with whRt wRs shown unto the prophets, agreeable 
to their inspired expositions and God-given m-essages. 

The clol'er you examine it the more will your he1trt rejoice as you see that 
tlw Church is indeed and of R truth "built upon the foundRtion of the 
apostles and PROPHETS, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief Comer-8tonc." 
Tlw Centre and Embodiment of all prophecy ; Chief among the prophets, 
Creator of prophets, my Lord, art Thou! 

'· And He shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: 
whom the heaYens must receive until the time of restitution of all things, which 
Go<l hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. 
For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise 
up unto yon of your brethren, like unto me ; Him shall ye hear in all things 
wlmtsoeYer He shall say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every 
soul which will not hear THAT Prophet shall be destroyed from among the 
people. Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel, and those that follow after, as 
many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days."-Pete1·'s Sei-mont 
in Solomon•s P01·ch. · 

The two disciples on tl1e road to Emmaus bore true testimony concerning 
•·Jesus of Xazareth. which was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people." The multitude once said," This is Jesus the Prophet." 
The Samaritan woman said unto Him, " Sir, I perceive that thou art a 
Prophet:· Those men whom He so miraculously fed exclaimed, "This is of 
a truth that Prophet that should come into the world." 

Christ is the central figure in the midst of the prophets ; to Him give all 
the prophets witness ; and apart from Him they are nothing whatever in 
themsel,es and have nothing to tell forth. 

THE Prophet gave prophetR to His Church. What a grand company of 
prophets we have in the New Testament! There is John the Baptist, of 
whom Jesus said, ''Among those that are born of women there is not a greater 
prophet than John the Baptist.'' "All counted John that he was a prophet 
indeed.'" ·' The prophet of the Highest " was he, and treated as such, for· 
because of his faithfulness to the divine revelation, and firmness in the truth, 
he was thrown into prison and eventually beheaded. As it was in the begin-
ning. is now ---- . 

Time would fail and space forbid me to tell of Barnabas (full of the Holy 
Ghost and of faith), of the prophets who came down from Jerusalem unto 
Antioch, of John the Seer of Patmos, of Judas and Silas, and of Agahus, all 
of whom. and many others also, were appointed Christian prophets and given 
l,y Christ to His Church. Are not they and the works of the Lord by their 
hands and His testimony through their lips written in the hook of " the Acts 
of the Apostles " and prophets ? 

The twelve apostles were unique, and when their mission was fulfilled 
were received to glory. Successors in every respect similar-an impossibility; 
ai,d successors there are none ! · 

The apostleship of Paul was also unique ; successor, impossible·; successor, 
none! 

THE PROPHETS ARE COli'TINUOl'S. 

Jesus is ever giving prophets to His Church. The Baptist principle is that 
man cauuot make a prophet ; but that every true Christian prophet is the 
direct appointment and gift of God. The outward and visible part of the 
prophet may be polished, &c., in the university or the college, or otherwise. 
You may help him in some departments of his being and work, hut you can no
more make a prophet tbau you can create a world ! 

Observe. that as faith must be mixed with what is hear-d, if the hearing is· 
to bt protitalJle ; so is it with the prophet of the Lord. Dr. Sanday well re-
1uarks on How. xii. 6: •· The prophet is to let his utterances be regulated strictly 
l,y tht: dtgree of faith of which he is conscious in himself. The i11wanl 
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inspiration and the outward deliverance must keep pace, anrl advance step hy 
step together. Preaching in which this proportion is not observer! is sure to 
-become rhetorical and insincere." 

0 Lord, the field is white unto harvest ; may it please Thee to give and 
send forth more prophets, good anrl true. 

"Sandling8," St. Mary Cray, Nov., 1898. 

THE LATE MR. JAMES CURTIS, 

Pagtor of Zoar Chapel, Staines-roctd, Hounslow. 

IT is with deep regret we announce the death of James Curtis, of Hounslow, 
"a brother beloved." To attempt, in our present issue, to describe what :\-Ir. 
·Curtis was as a Christian, a faithful minister of the Gospel, and a honourable 
citizen, seeking the welfare of his fellow-parishioners, would occupy more space 
than is at our disposal this month. . Those of our readers who would like to 
kriow what a Christian and citizen is should procure a copy of the Ealiug 
Gazette, for Nov. 5, published at 213, Uxbridge-road. 

The beloved widow of deceased has furnished us with the following 
particulars :-

Mr. Curtis was called by grace when quite a young man ; was baptised by 
Mr. John Foreman, of Mount Zion, Hill-street, March, 1852. Subser1uently 
.became a teacher in the Su'l'.lday-school and was soon afterwards called to the 
ministry. 

THE FIRST TIME HE PREACHED 

was at St. Albans, and supplied for several years at different causes. Having 
.served the Church at Salem, Hayes, Middlesex, for some considerable time as 
a supply, he accepted a call to the pastorate there in 1864, and remained with 
them till 1874. 0 

Leaving Hayes, our departed brother itinerated for about four years, when 
.be received and accepted a ea!! to the pastorate at 

ZOAR, HOUNSLOW, 

in 1878, a post which he continued to occupy until his decease, and in which 
he enjoyed in no common degree the warm affection of his people. 

THE. LAST TIME HE PREACHED 

was on the Wednesday evening previous to his illness, and it is truly 
.remarkable that he was led to take as his text the 17th and 18th verses of the 
lst chapter of the Revelation, beginning with the words, "And when I saw 
Hirn I fell at His feet as dead, and He laid His right hand upon me, saying, 
Fear not." 

Little did those who then heard their beloved pastor think that it was for 
the last time; but his work in the Lord's vineyard was done, and before another 
twenty-four hours had passed he did literally fall as one dead, being seized 
.the next morning with a stroke of apoplexy while engaged in his garden. 

Although from the nature of his illness his mind was constantly wandering, 
ijt was felt to be a great mercy that the Lord permitted him such inter
mittant intervals of consciousness as enabled him to recognise the different 
members of his family and to express his l0ving gratitude for the tender care 
,bestowed upon him. 

Throughout his illness, whenever the mind was at all clear, he was per
mitted to give a sweet testimony to the faithfulness of his covenant God. 

The.enemy seemed to be kept at a distance and not permitted to harass or 
-distress him. In answer to the question put to him by his dear wife : 

• A conciee and most interesting account of Mr. Curtis's ordination at Hayes, a young 
man of 30, i• given in the "E. V." for September, 1864, from which we gather that 
Messrs. Forem:in, Bloomfield, Milner, Bruni, Tinson (his Sunday-school teacher, who 
still survives him, and followed him to the·gmve), Higham(& true compeer), Parsons. 
Webb, Beazley, Dad•well, and others took part. 
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'' Is Jesus precious to you, dear?" he answered: 
'· If He was precious to me in health how much more precious now." 
On the words being quoted, "' Underneath are the everlr.sting arms '-do 

you realise it, dearie ? •· he replied : 
" I know it for a fact. He 1-ests in His love-or, as an old version has it

He upbraideth not:· 
Mr. Curtis was born in London in 1835, and departed this life October 29, 

1898. 
THE FUNERAL 

took place on Thursday, Nov. 3, at the cemetery, Hanwell, Mr. J. Bush of 
Kingston, officiating in t~e chapel, and at the grave; among the numer~us 
mourners and representatives, were Messrs. E. Marsh. R. Mutimer and G. J. 
Voysey. Every Church and congregation, Municipal and District Council 
Board of Guardians, Post Office authorities, Fire Brigade, men who work o~ 
the parish, the Magisterial Bench, &c., being largely represented. 

Among the many expressions of esteem were :- "The Gladstone of 
Han well has passed away." "The poor will indeed miss him." " Had not his 
equal in Hanwell." "A man of God who walked his profession." 

We shall refer to him again in a future number. 

THE LATE MR. JOHN OLIVER. 
To tlle Editor of tlle "Eartllei-n Vessel." 

DEAR Srn,-I have tiied to gather some particulars concerning the early 
experience of Mr. John Oliver (according to your desire), but have not been 
successful. as he did not talk much about himself, and most of his friends in 
those days have also "gone home." We know he was born again, because 
he lived the life of faith ; we know he entered hy the gate into the narrow 
way because he loved and trusted the Lord Jesus Christ, and rejoiced to believe 
and declare that all his hope and all his salvation was the fruit of God's 
sovereign, rich, and unmerited grace. He was no stranger to trials and exercises 
both of a providential and a spiritual kind, and with ready sympathy knew how 
to weep with those who wept and rejoice with them that did rejoice, and many 
a tried and sorrowful brother and sister have received from his lips a 
seasonable word of help and cheer. He was chosen to the diaconate just 
before I joined the Church at Chadwell-street; one of his daughters (then a 
little girl) was in my class, and I always found in him, especially when he was 
the Superintendent of the school,.a kindly, wise, and much valued friend. 
Whatever he did was done heartily, and I have often admired the ready tact 
he showed in seeking those things that make for peace, and the welfare of 
both young and old. His long connection with the British and Foreign Bible 
Society ga'l"e him intercourse with Christians of different denominations, 
and from other lands as well as our own, and the Committee have borne their 
testimony to the faithful service he rendered, though often subject to painful 
attacki; of affliction; while many who have heard him preach with pleasure 
and profit will miss his ministry of the Word. "Found faithful" to the con
victions of his own conscience in the sight of God, his memory will long be 
fragrant in the social, domestic, and religious sphere in which he moved. He 
suffered much during his last illness, from which he was mercifully released, 
and fell asleep in J!lsus at the age of 68. His memorial card bears the sweet 
motto, "So He b_rought them to their desired haven." He was interred in 
Abney Park Cemetery, and our Pastor, Mr. E. Mitchell, preached his funeral 
sermon from the words of the dying patriarch, "I have waited for Thy 
salvation, 0 Lord" (Gen. xlix. 18). I cannot do better than close this brief 
letter witl1 a copy of the "minute" read at the next Church Meeting, kindly 
furnished by the Secretary :-

" On Tuesday, August 16, 1898, our esteemed and beloved brother, John 
Oliver, was called to hie eternal rest, after an hoi1ourable membershi1> 
of over 33 years, having joined the Church June 1st, 1865, over 21'> 
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years of which he faithfully served in the office of Deacon, having 
been elected Nov. 14th, 1867, and resigned (which was much regretted) 
March 8th, 1893. His resignation was due to his being engaged nearly 
every Lord's-day in proclaiming the truth as it is in Jesus, which waH 
the meat and drink of his soul. Our brother was favoured with a nice 
gift in prayer, and it was a pleasure to hear him pour out his heart's 
desire to his heavenly Father at the mercy-seat for a blessing upon 
the pastor and people. May we as a Uhurch be enabled to follow him 
as he followed Christ, and anticipate the time when we shall meet again 
where parting is unknown." 

To which we add our heartfelt Amen, and the prayerful wish that all the 
loved ones who are left to mourn his loss may know his God as their everlasting 
portion, and enter at last into His eternal joy. 

Oct. 8th, 1898. 

With every best wish, I remain dear Sir, 
Yours sincerely, H. S. L. 

"WHAT, ME!" "WHAT, ME!" 

The late MRs. ELIZABETH BLACKMA~. 

THE subject of this brief sketch was born at Sturry, Kent.· Brought up under 
the influence of godly parents, she was often sorely tried because she could 
not trace her call by grace as clearly as many who have been left to run into 
open sin ; but her life told its reality. The following few particulars are 
gathered from her own lips in her last illness :-When about fifteen years of 
age she lost a beloved brother, who "died in the faith." His fearlessness of 
death made a deep impression upon her heart, and awakened that soul anxiety 
which resulted in her own salvation. Day and night she sought the Lord in 
her distress, until at last He graciously delivered her in a most marked 
manner. Of this time she said: "I was a dressmaker, and going· one after
noon to work, heavily burdened with my sins, I felt I could speak to no one. 
I had not taken my seat at the table long before it was as if someone looked 
over my right shoulder and said, 'Thy sins which are many are all forgiven 
thee.' I looked round, but of course no one was there-but again the words 
were repeated, 

11 ' THY SINS W:HICH ARE MANY ARE ALL FORGIVEN THEE.' 

I crossed the room to a side-table-there no one saw me-and looking up I 
said, 'Ah Lord ! not for me,' 'That cannot be for me.' ' What! my sins 
all forgiven ? ' 'Oh ! it cannot be for me.' A voice said, ' Yes for thee.' 
for ' I have loved thee with an everlasting love, thmj"ore with lovingkindness 
I have drawn thee.' I was obliged now to open my mind to my mother. I 
could not contain myself. That night I laid for hours-could not sleep for 
joy. I had such a view of the dear Lamb of God. Wherever I looked I saw 
Him. Oh, what tears of joy I shed. All I could keep saying was, 

"'WHAT ME!' 'WHAT ME!' 

' My sins all gone, forgiven through Thy blood, dear Lamb.' '!'his unspeakable 
joy lasted for three weeks, and now," she said,~" at the close ofmy journey. all 
the same joy seems brought back to me. Oh! how good the Lord is." 

At the age of sixteen she, with her future husband, who now mourns her 
loss, was baptised by the late C. W. Banks at .Canterbury. In her early 
experience the words, "We must through much tribulation enter the 
kingdom," were forcibly applied to her soul. A friend sympathised with her 
on having such a portion given her, saying, "Some heavy trial no doubt was 
coming." "Ah" said our friend, '' but come what may, I shall enter the 
kingdom." Just these words, "shall enter," never ll'ft her in their power, and 
were especially precious in her last affiiction. That fell disease, '· cancer;• 
rapidly developed, and when told there was no cure, these words brought 
unspeakable joy to her heart, "It doth not yet appear what we shall be, but 
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we know that when He shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is." Again and again she would say,- "Ah ! not only see Hiln 
but be lil.·e Him." '' Lord what must this be?" A few days before she took 
t0 her bed she gave to the writer a most blessed exposition of Rom. v. 8-12 
as it had been opened up to her soul. With what an emphasis she said, 
"Yes! yes! we have NOW received the atonement, and all through a precious 
Christ,•· and then going back to her former text she said, ''Ah! through what 
He has done for us poor, vile, sinful creatures; it- is not enough that we shall see 
Hhn. but e,•en be like Him." 

The ,isits of Christian friends was much appreciated by her. She said, 
'· I only want those to come who can speak to me of my Lord." During one 
of the Yisits of a dear friend, the conversation turned on the subject of that 
precious hymn, "Jesus lover of my soul." She remarked afterwards to me, 
''Oh! I ha,e had such a profitable time," and then, relating much of the 
conversation she said, " Oh! sir, none can ever be lost who can truly say-

.. · Other refno:e h::tve I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee," 

laying emphasis on each word. Her dear children laid much on her heart . 
.. Uh!" she said, "I shall never cease to pray for them as long I have breath, and 
0h ! I hope my prayers will not be lost." The end was drawing near, yet not 
quite so near as she anticipated. She had so fixed in her own mind the day 
of her departure that when she found this was not the Lord's time she became 
distressed lest she had incurred His displeasure by impatience. This was, I 
think, the only time the enemy seemed to get any advantage of her. Feeling 
her end near she said, '' l have often dreaded the hour, but oh ! the Lord is so 
merciful and kind, I have no dread. 

"CHRIST IS ALL MY HOPE-

that dear Larnb of God who said to me so long ago, and now so sweetly 
confirms it, ' All thy sins are forgiven thee.' Oh ! I long to be gone. · I am so 
tired, so tired and weary, 

"•Weary of eaTth, myself and sin, 
Dear Saviour set me free.' 

Yes! it is all through the dear Lamb of God. It's a glorious salvation. Now 
we have received the atonement. .I hav'nt walked as closely to Him as I 
could wish, but I shall soon see Him now, and 

"' Sin, my worst enemy before, 
Shall vex my eyes and ears no more.'" 

With much sweetness she quoted the verses of Dr. Watts' hymn, 
"Lord, what a heaven of saying grace," &c~, 

also that hymn of Mr. Hart, 
"Heaven is that holy. happy place, 

Where sin no more defiles." 
After much severe suffering she peacefully passed away in her sleep on 

W ednesdfty, .August 24th, in the 75th year of her age, removed from the 
fellowship of the Church at Dames-road, Forest Gate, to the Church 
triumphant, and the writer laid the mortal remaina to rest in Ilford Cemetery on 
Monday, August 29th. · 

"The memory of the just is blessed." E. M. 

THE LATE. SAMUEL STILES. 
"So He giveth HiA beloved sleep.'' 

So said brother R. E. Sears, as he laid to rest the body of our dear brother 
Samuel Stiles, for many years a deacon of the Church at Clapham Juncti,m. 

The deceased was called in the 33rd year of his age. Bis s_ense of guilt 
and shame were intense. The iron had entered into his soul. He sighed
groaned-trembled, but he was powerless to ·deliver himself. Deliverance, 
however, came. One moruing, as he was looking out of an upper room 
window, his soul still cast down within him, a person passing said, "Good 
morning," looking up at him. This was suggestive. And enlightened and 
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empowered by the Spirit he looked up at his crucified Saviour; the bnrrlen 
was gone, and joy, peace and love overflowed his soul. Dr. Watts' hymn, 
"A bleeding Saviour seen by faith" became a great favourite of his. He 
never tired of speaking of that soul-filling look. He wrote toward the 
end of his mortal life: "Being chosen of God, I was called to know 
Him. After deep and long conviction of sin a look of faith at the 
crucified One took all away. It then became my joy and delight to tell to 
sinners round what a 1·eal Saviour I had found, to the help and salvation of 
many." He, with brother H. Clark, of Wandsworth Common, was baptised 
on Whit Sunday in.about the year 1857, at Battersea Chapel, by the then 
pastor, J. M. Soule. God was pleased after a time to lead each of these 
l::rethren into the liberty of the Gospel of His grace, "which," says :Vlr. 
·Clark, "was to each of us like (for want of a better word) a seconcl con
version." 

The departed was one of the levers by which the Strict Baptist Church at 
Battersea was raised. In these earlier days he and brother E. Mitchell were 
brought together and laboured together in connection with the cause at 
Battersea. A union was then formed that defies death itself. 

The subject of this brief memoir took his part in the building of that 
comely sanctuary, "Providence," Clapham Junction. There from the first 
till his last breath he sustained the hol).oured position of deacon. His labours 
were many ; God only knows how many ! They were as varied as they were 
numerous. Now he is on the very pleasing errand of drawing from a full, but 
tightly closed purse, a contribution to the Chapel Building Fund : now, he is 
plying his mechanical skill at the House of Prayer, or turns stoker and en
deavours to make certain a warm house for the worshippers on Sunday ; now 
he leads the prayer-meeting, or fills the pulpit, pouring out from his soul 
those things he has found suited to his own needs ; now he is by the wayside 
warning the ungodly aud pointing them to the only Saviour of such ; anon he 
is by the bedside of the dying, or seeking to comfort the sorrowful. But 
infirmities overtake him ; he struggles against them, but they are stronger 
than he. His work'!!, not his prayers, grow fewer and fewer. Death, like a 
bear, slowly but surely gained upon him. Some little while before his death 
I visited him. He was very ill. He said, "I have come to the end. I have 
always heen afraid to die, but God· has taken from me all fear of death. I am 
only waiting for Him. I am ready." I prayed with him, and he very he!l.rtily 
responded. I bade him good-bye. He, however, recovered somewhat, then 
had a relapse, and fell asleep in Jesus on Sept. 12th, 1898. His body was 
conveyed to the Chapel, where he had so often met his God. There a suitable 
service was conducted by Mr. Sears, assisted by brother Cornwell, who testified 
to the deceased's steadfastness in the truth. Brother Sears very tenderly 
committed the body to the grave and spoke very sweetly and solemnly to the 
words <if our heading. Yes, "He sleeps, but not for ever." 

He leaves eight daughters to mourn their loss. May they all, in answer to 
his many and earnest supplications, with him 

"Join the· everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all." 

J. C 

'THE LATE J. B. WISE. 

IT has fallen to our painful lot to have to record the death of our beloved 
father, J. B. Wise, which took place at his residence, 30, Gordon-road, Margate, 
on October 7th, in this year of grace 1898. · 

The departed one was well known to friends of our denomination, and the 
writer has gathered from notes left by the deceased and from authentic sources, 
that the life now taken has been a most eventful one. 

In his youthful days, our father, we find, was of a very roving disposition, 
and left home at an early age to follow a sailor's life in fishing and trading ; 
afterwards entering the Royal Navy at the outbreak of the Russian War. 
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lluring his life at this time, his natural jovial manners soon ma<le him fl 

greRt fa,·ourite with his shipmates an<l officers, and his escapades often drew 
him into troubles 1111d dangers. 

He was in a great many actions, especially in the boarding of the enemy's 
ships. and capturing of prizes; and by his strict adherence to duty was always 
sing-Jed ont for the conveying into port of such ships taken, and was also 
~eYeral times officially thanked and promoted. 

His many hair-breadth es<'apes and marvellous deliverances, would take 
too long to recount ; but amongst the many instances are those of being 
stabbed whilst asleep, and the swing of the hammock in God's hand spared 
his !if~ ; on another occasion the prize ship he was on board, was blown up at 
sea. with all hands. yet he was saved ; anoth~r ship sank without any warning, 
and no natural help to hand, and on several occasions being· coxswain of the 
boat, he has on landing in rough weather, been swamped, and lives on each 
occasion lost. 

After the cease of hostilities he was allowed long leave on shore owing to 
illness, but had to fill in his time in training at Harwich and other places, and 
during years of this stage of his life he was suffering from severe dysentery 
contracted abroad, and for which he could not obtain a cure ; this disease well
nigh carried him off, but his time was not yet come, although on one occasion 
he was certified by the doctor as dead. 

One more incident of his earlier life we give with heartfelt, loving pleasure, 
it is his marriage, and his own account reacls, "About this time I married the 
most loving, dutiful. and best of woman that ever God gave to man." 

But what about his never-dying soul. His own version is one of the 
blackest. The tavern, play-house, and prize-fighting were his only pleasures ; 
he had till now always had plenty of employment, and could make lots of 
money, which he squandered ; but now the "set time" had arrived, and one 
Sunday morning. whilst attending to earthly pursuits, he was attracted by the 
sound of a good man's voice (Mr. Sherrell) speaking to a number of people in 
a field. and he said to his companions, "Hold on, and let us hear what this old 
chap is talking about," and the words that greeted him from the dear man's 
lips, but sent with power by Almighty God, were : "Be sure your sins will 
find you out." 

He was, as it were, stupefied ; he could not move ; his deriding eompanions 
left him fixed to the spot, and there he stood, " hearing a voice but seeing no 
man;" and from that time, till his death, about thirty-five years, the erstwhile 
gunner in the navy, the pugilist and prize-fighter, has been in God's hands the 
means of calling others to a knowledge of their sinful state ; and until his last 
illness. and even at times during that, he had never ceased to 

"Tell to sinners round, 
What a dear Saviour he had found." 

He commenced preaching at Faversham, and regularly on ·Sunday after
noons, his voice could be heard iu the outlying villages proclaiming the merits 
of Him who saved such sinners as a Mary Magdalene, Saul of Tarsus, and also 
himself, and the writer here joins in saying, "He saved a sinner' lik~' me." 

For years he laboured in Noah's Ark at Faversham, thence commg to the 
Mart, at Margate ; afterwards Mount Ephraim was built, where he preached 
for fifteen years ; from here he went to London for a few years, and then, 
being stricken down, he returned to Margate, and the dear, merciful Lord 
spared him to see bis successor in the person of our beloved pastor, Mr. J. 
Harlick, whom God is greatly blessing in our midst, and to whom ihe abse~t 
one addressed his last words ( outside the family circle), viz., " I know m 
whom I have believed," and thus he passed away to be with Him, Who, he 
li,-ed to prove," was able to save to the uttermost." W.W. 

The followi11~ letter came to hand as we were going to press : " My dear 
Mr. Banks,-Could you kindly note, if possible, in 'E.V.' that my dear mother 
!,as gone to join my late father. She was enquiring about the prayer-meeting, 
wlw was there, etc., on Saturday, about nine o'clock, and in her conversation 
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eho lo11ned back, gave a gentle sigh and was no more. I cannot write about 
her. She was my.father's comfort in all his trials, and 1·eall.1J and truly lived a 
Uhristian's life; not like some of us, talk about it, but lived it. She was 62. 
This makes an only brother, father 11nd mother in a few short months (all 
this year). "Y OUl"S sincerely, 

"WM. WISE. 
"22, Ethelbert-road, Margate, Nov. 21st, 1898." 

I WISH TO· DIE LIKE A GOOD OLD SAINT. 

ON October 17th, 1898, aged 81, Thomas Corby, Baptist Minister, for many years 
he faithfully preached the Gospel of Christ. Commencing his labours at 
Hanslope, Bucke., from thence to Newport, Shambrook, Aylesbury,Waddesrlon 
Hill, Catwortb, Hunts,, and many other places of truth. Owing to increasing 
infirmities hie engagements for the last few years have been limited ; bnt 
through the Lord's goodness he was enabled to preach up to a few weeks 
before his death. He did not lay up many days, nor suffer much, but gently 
shifted old mortality for life above, After a friend _had promised to see him 
decently interred and sundry other little matters carried out according to his 
wish, he then said "Now I wish to die like a good old saint." 

F.T. B. 

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 
'' A Cluster of Oamphi-re," by Mrs. C. H. 

Spurgeon. London : Passmore and 
Alabaster, Paternoster Buildings, E.C. 
Cloth gilt, price ls. 6d. 

THIS dainty little volume contains 
nineteen short meditations on ·various 
portions of Scripture. Its aim is accu
rately described in its sub-title, "Words 
of Cheer and Comfort for Sick and 
Sorrowful Souls." Composed by one 
who has been much in the furnace, it is 
eminently adapted to answer the end for 
which it was written. A short extract 
from its pages will give our readers a 
taste of its sweetness aud spirituality ; 
and, we think, make them long for more. 
The subject is "GOD'S TELEPHONE" 
-text, " My groaning is not hid from 
Thee." 

" This text came as a precious cordial 
to my fainting spirit as I lately lay upon 
a bed of languishing. Awaking at a 
very ea1·ly hour, one morning, during 
my recent illness, I found myself in an 
extremity of bodily anguish. I tried to 
pray, but connected thought was an 
impossibility ; groans and tears were the 
only expression I could· give to my 

suffering, aud even these were subdued 
and hushed lest the sleeping household 
should be disturbed. Then, some blessed 
heavenly ministrant whispered the sweet 
message to my sonl, 'Thy God knows all 
about thee, He sees thy grief, He hears 
thy groans, there is a telephone from thy 
lips to His lieart, and every sigh is re
corded there. No darkness, no distance, 
no dividing distress of any kind can 
separate thee from His constant care. 
He would Apare thee every one of these 
sore pains. were it not that He sees they 
are working for thee some ultimate 
blessing. Yield thyself absolutely to His 
will and t1ppointment, and thou shalt :find 
peace even in pain ! ' 

"So I praised Him with si!?hB, and in 
silence; and I felt that the tears which 
ran down my cheeks were all ' put into 
His bottle,' for He came very near to me, 
and 'as one whom his mother comforteth,' 
so did He comfort me. He did not then 
remove my pain, but He so strengthened 
me to endure it, and to rest patiently in 
Him, that I look back on those hours with 
joy, as a season of hallowed communion 
with my God." 

CHRIST OUR SUBSTITUTE. 
(2 Cor. v. 21.) 

WE come to Thee, Lorcl Jems, I We kiss Thy feet. Lord Jesus. 
We love Thee and adoro- Thou stainless Christ of God: 

Who sulfered to release us, Thv death from sin now frees us, 
Who our transgressions bore. Through Thy t11l-cleansing blood. 

November, 1898. 

We worship and confess Thee
Sinless, sin-bearing One : 

Thine only be the glory
God's well-beloved Son. 

S.-1.lIUEL K\NKS. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
THE :'-TRICT BAPTIST MISSION. 
THE annual meeting of the Strict 
Baptist Mission held in Soho, on Tues
day, October 25th, was the most success
ful meeting, in connection therP.with, 
we ever attended. There was a. solemnity. 
a spiritual earnestness, a genuine ring; 
unity of the Spirit, calmness, only 
broken at intervals. by the" Amen," and 
the subdued acclamation of the audience 
which crowded every inch of the build
ing-. Almost every congregation in con
nection with the Strict Baptist Denomi
nation was represented and supported 
the work now being carried on by 
brethren Hutchinson and Booth. 

As a. report of the proceedings is in 
the press for separate publication, it is 
only needful to record. that among 
those who took part and gave their 
hearty co-operation in the movement 
were brethren Belcher and Brett 
(Homerton-row) ; Chilvers (Keppel
street ·, ; Chisnall (Guildford) ; Colls 
\ Tring); J. E. Hazelton (Rill-street); 
Holden (Limehouse); Humphreys (West 
Ham) ; Lynn (Lee); Mitchell, Abbott, 
&c. (Chadwell-street); Mutimer (Old 
Brentford) ; Sears (Clapham) ; and 
others. 

A PRAYERFUL OBSERVER. 

RECOGXITIOX OF MR.J.MAYHEW. 
AT THE OVAL, HACKNEY. . 

'VERY interesting and impressive ser
vices were held in this time-honoured 
sanctuary on Wednesday, Nov. 9, 1898. 
The afternoon service was presided over 
by W. Abbott, Esq. The attendance was 
excellent. The beautifnlhymn,''Kindred 
in Christ for His dear sake," was sung, 
and brother Chisnall implored the divine 
blessing upon the services of the day. 
The Chairman read a portion of Scrip
ture, and gave wise and weighty counsel, 
expressing also his pleasure in meeting 
the pastor, to whom he felt a union of 
heart, and on whose behalf he wished 
every blessing to descend, also upon the 
Church. Then we sang, "God moves in 
a mysterionijway,"a.ndbrotherJohn W. 
Banks gave a very kind and hearty 
address, full of good wishes and timely 
hints to both p_astor and people. 

Brother R. E. Sears ably stated the 
nature of a Goepel Church. Thie was 
delivered in our dear brother's usual 
vein, and was much appreciated by us 
all. 

At this point the Chairman asked 
::11r- M. to give his call by grace, to the 
ministry, and doctrines he intended to 
preach. 

After this, our brother Holden joined 
the hands of pastor and senior deacon 
(brother Mobbs) together, and gave a 
moet suitable and solemn address, and 
closed with offering the Ordination 

Prayer. Another hymn concluded the 
service, and we noticed the chapel was 
quite full. Tea. was then served to the 
largest number known to be present in 
our Shalom. 

The evening service commenced at 
half-past six. The chairman was John 
Piggott, Esq. The chapel was packed 
beyond its seating capo.city, and it soon 
became nticessary to put seats down the 
a.isles. Pastor Thos. Wheatley opened 
the service with prayer. 

Brother Mobbs was bright and beam
ing with joy as he addreseed us, and 
almost broke down under the weight of 
hallowed associations and sacred plea
sure which he experienced in seeing his 
beloved " Shalom" once more crowded 
to excess, as in the days of yore. 

Brother Philip Reynolds delivered 
the charge to the pastor, based upon 
the following words, " Go, stand in the 
temple, and speak to the people all the 
words of this life." 

Brother James Clarke delivered the 
charge to the Church, from the words, 
"Brethren, pray for us," which was 
heartily delivered. 

Brother White spoke in a kind and 
loving manner of and to pastor and 
people and wished both God speed. 

Brethren Taylor, -Newman and Mor• 
gan followed with kind congratulations 
and best wishes. Both services were 
spiritual in tone, very edifying to the 
saints present, and, we believe, glorify
ing to God. 

WISBECH (ZION).-Harvest thanks
giving services of the above place of 
worship were held on October 9th, 1898, 
when Mr, J. T. Peters preached at 10.30, 
a.m., 2.30 and 6.30 p.m. to splendid con
gregations, which was very encouraging 
and gratifying. On the following Wed
nesday a conference took place at 3 p.m. 
of the neighbouring pastors with Mr. 
R. C. Strickson and the two native 
brethren. Mr. Peters read a very ablr, 
written paper on" Ministerial Fidelity, ' 
which was considerably appreciated by 
all. The meeting, which chiefly con• 
sisted of prayer, was very much enjoyed, 
and the special presence of the Spirit 
was realised. Tea followed. At 7 p.m. 
a public meetin_g was held, Mr. B. J. 
Northfield presiding. Mr. J. N. Throssell, 
of Ramsey, spoke upon the words," Thou 
openeet Thy hand, and satisfieth the de• 
sire of every living thing." Mr. Winch, 
of Chatteris, " Thon crownest the year 
with Thy goodness." Mr. Sibthorpe, 
who, in the providence of God, has been 
removed to Wisbech is very interested 
in the place and willing to forward any 
good work there, pleaded for help t;o 
open a Sabbath School in connection 
with the cause, and prayer meetings on 
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(1) Legal; (2) Moral; (:1) Evangelical· 
(4) Filial. ' 

III. The blotting out of sins : (I) 
From the book in which they were 
written by the recording angel ; (2) The 
one and only fountain, the blood of the 
everlasting Covenant, the blood of J esu~. 
which oleanseth from all sin, · 

IV, The times of refreshing cominir 
from the presence of the Lord, which it 
was the happy lot of God's dear children 
to experience during the day. 

"I have been there and still would go, 
'Twas like a little heaven below:· 

Mr. Boots also preached on the 
Monday night, from Ezek. xxxvii, 4, .;, 
6. There was great power attended the 
preached Word. Savour and unction 
rested upon our spirits; 'tis sweet still. 

Yours in Ours, 
ISRAEL WILKINSO:N, 

Monda")> evenings. Mr, J. T. Peters 
addressed the meeting upon the "Faith
fulness of God," Mr. J. Wilson made a 
few remark@, introducing Mr. Sibthorpe, 
whom he ha.d known for a long time, 
and held in very great esteem, and re
commending him by the grace of God, 
which is in him, to help the cause in 
what sphere they would place him. Mr. 
R. C. Striokson was present to bid fare
well to the people, whom he hae served 
several Sabbaths, which he d"id in few, 
but earnest expressions. Mr. Swamidas 
engaged in praJer in hie native tongue, 
which Mr. Abel Michael interpreted. 
Financial results very satisfactory, and 
the service greatly enjoyed by those pre
sent, who seem to interest themselves in 
the pla.ce, and we believe desire to see it 
again prosperous. Thus ended a profit
able and enjoyable day with an earnest 
desire for the blessing of the Lord rest
ing upon Zion.-G. w. FRANKLIN, 
March. LONDON STRICT BAPTIST 

A SOUTHERLY BREEZE FROM MINISTERS' ASSOCIATION. 
THE thirteenth anniversary of this ever-

THE NORTH. growing Association was held at Little 
AccRINGTON (ZION).-Anniversary ser- Alie-street, Whitecbapel, E., on Tuesday, 
vices were held here on Lord's-day, Oct. 18th. In the afternoon we witnessed 
Sept. 18, when two sermons were the esteem in which our late hon. sec .. 
delivered by Mr. Andrew Boole, of Car- pastor Wm. Chisnall, of Guildford, is 
diff. There were very good congregations held by the presence of a large con
at each service. In the morning Mr, gregation to hear him preach from Heb. 
Boole gave an address to (1) Parents ; i, 8. The nature of the throne. the 
(2) Teachers f (3) Scholars, and (4) attributes of the king, and the expecta
Friends. tions of the people, as he exposed the 

In the afternoon he preached from text fastened to him the eyes of the 
Heb. i, 8: ·• But unto the Son He saith, assembly, A goodly company remained, 
Thy throne, 0 God, ie for ever and ever, and came to the tea at 5.30. 
a sceptre of righteoueness is the sceptre In the evening, president R. E. Sears 
of T.liy kingdom." occupied the chair. Under his presi-

I. The Son: 0) The co-equal of the dency, the hon. sec. read his report upon 
Father in every attribute of Deity ; the work, doctrines, a.ims, and desires of 
(2) The bringing of the only begotten the Association. The president said he 
Son into the world. The incarnate Son. felt sure that if the cash was forth
The command to all the angels of God coming to print the report, it would be 
to worship him. read with interest. 

II. The Throne of His Kingdom: (l) The hon. sec, said the Associatiou was 
The Throne of Grace; (2) of Mercy, and oomposedoftenpaetors,eightex-pastors. 
(3) of Peace. and twenty-six non-pastors, and that 

III. The subjects of His kingdom: 1,738, post cards, letters, and telegrams, 
(1) Their original and base,oondition; had been during the financial year sent 
(2) What the Son did to redeem them out by him, and that the brethren had 
from it; (3) What is done to make them paid the expenses incurred thereby by 
manifest subjects of His kingdom, subscriptions, that several brethren 

IV. The nature of His reign and rule were in need through age, affliction. &c .. 
over His subjects: (1) In righteousness; and that their needs would be made 
(2) In love ; (3) In grace ; (4) In mercy; known to the Churches. 
(5) In pity; (6) In compassion. The esteemed President spoke of 

The. evening sermon was based upon divine feathers and wings, saying God's 
Acts iii. 19: "Repent ye, therefore, and attributes were written upon the 
be converted, that your sins may be feathers,and under His wingstherewas 
blotted out, when the times of refresh- safety. 
ing shall come from the presence of the Brother Archer gave the financial 
Lord." report and spoke of Churches which had 

I. Conversion : (1) Its necessity; (2) been originated, raised and continued 
Its nature, and (3) Its certainty in the through God's blessing on the 
experience of all the heirs of promise. Association. 

II. Repentance: (1) Its necessity; (2) Brother Flegg expounded the text, 
Its nature; (3) Its certainty; (4) Its "Whose I am, and whom I serve." 
author. 2nd, The fourfold features of it: Ministers, be said, should ever remember 
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that in serving Churches. they were not 
servants of the Churches, but of God. 

Brother Waller spoke of the fainting 
hea.rts of ministers, a.nd reminded them 
of the Fa.ther of ministers, who sa.ys, 
•· Certainly I will be with thee." 

Our Vice-President Lynn, whose duties 
detained him elsewhere1 before he 
rea.ched the meeting1...sa1d he would 
spea.k from the text, " whose I a.m a.nd 
whom I serve." A loud smile was raised 
by the congregation which led the 
spea.ker to a.sk. •· Ha.s it been ta.ken 
before." The answer ea.me, "Ye~. but 
go on. we have not hee.rd you upon· it." 
Our brother spoke instructivelr upon 
the joys a.rising from successfu work, 
e.nd assured us the.t only faithful labour 
we.s truly successful. 

Pastor Taylor, of Ilford, who ht.d led 
us in pra.yer, rose to sa.y that it ha.d been 
a good de.y, e.nd the harmony of the 
speeches e.nd their delightful blendings 
indicated the Holy Spirit's presence. 
The good e.ttende.nces e.nd results lee.d 
us to the.nk God, e.nd ta.ke courage. 

GEO. FLOWER. 

THE BEST PLACE FOR THE 
BEST THING IN THE WORLD, 

THE anniversary services of the Sunde.y
school in connection with the Strict 
Baptist Church, Masboro' (Rotherham), 
were held on Sunday and Monday,Sept. 
11 and 12. 

Our brother Cla.yton ( of Leeds), was 
the appointed preacher, whose visit 
amongst us is always looked forward to 
with plea.sure. 

In the afternoon he spoke more par
ticularly to scholars and teachers from 
Psa. cxix. 11, namely, 

1. The best thing in the world, the 
Bible. 

2. The best place, in the heart. 
3. For the best of purposes. 
The address was listened to by young 

and old with marked attention, and we 
hope that the words of counsel given 
will be followed out, which was, to seek 
for that learning and wisdom within its 
covers which surpassed all other books, 
and. a~ he ea.id, was the best thing given 
to this world. 

In the evening we again met to praise 
our covenant God for His goodness unto 
us as a school. The chapel was quite full. 
Mr. Clayton's te:Ct waaL~exix:, G, 6. An 
interesting subJect, which gl!-mE!d the 
hearera' attention from beginning to 
end He noticed-

1 .· The call, clearly showing the call 
was effectual. as is al ways the case when 
God calls a poor sinner. 

2. The character of the person. It w~s 
not because God saw some good m 
Zacche.eus, more than anyone else, nor 
because of any good deeds he could 
hring. any works of righteousnes~ he 
had done. :N" o ! it was all of sovereign, 

unmerited grace~ not of works lest e.ny 
any man should ooast. 

3, The abiding ple.ce, his house, whioh, 
he said, he.d not been prepared, not made 
straight for the reception of the Master. 
God needs none of our doings, neither 
ha.d He trimmed and decorated His 
house with flowers and turned it into 
an agriculture show as is the general 
oa.se to-de.y, in the so-oe.lled " Harvest 
Festive.ls." Away with such empty 
show (he himself liked to have Harvest 
Festive.ls every da;>· The preacher 
illustrated the case o Ca.in e.nd Abel, e.nd 
their offering. God only needs a broken 
and contrite heart, not outward show 
and ceremony. 

4. The effects were briefly stated. God 
never starts e. work and then leaves off. 
He finishes and perfects what He 
begine, and at the last every vessel of 
mercy will be gathered in, not one shee.f 
left behind. 

On Monday tea (given by the ladies) 
was served to a.bout sixty. 

At the evening meeting Mr. W. Price 
(Sheffield), presided. A hymn was sung 
and brother Taylor (Sheffield), implored 
the Divine blessing on the meetinf1, 
Another hymn and the chairman, in his 
opening remark~, spoke strongly age.inst 
one of the curses of the day-novel 
reading. 

Brother Roebuck (Thurlestone) de
livered an experimental Qddress from 
the words, "My heart is fixed." 

Brother Clayton said it we.snot needed, 
he thought, for him to say much, as he 
had his turn the previous day; never
theless he gave e. warm-hearted address, 
denouncing in unmistakable terms, the 
so-called 

WORSHIP OF THE DAY 

in some of the Churches of the Establish
ment. He had that day seen in one of 
these building~, what was termed a life
sized image of Christ. We (said the 
speaker), worship 

A LIVING CHRIST 

not a dead one, and exhorted all to 
stand firm, by God's grace, to the prin
ciples and practice of the Gospel. 
Brother Clayton is e. thorough Pro
testant, and it does one good to hear 
him speak on the subject. 

Brother Collinson (Rotherham) 
followed with some spiritual and 
practical remarks on the Church and 
the school. 

Brother Taylor (Sheffield) concluded 
with able and savoury words, hoping 
many from the ranks of the school 
would, by th0 blessed Spirit's influence, 
grow up to be Christian men and 
women, able to take the place of those 
who were 

•· ... to the margin come, 
And soon expect to die." 

The Benediction by the chairman 
brought these happy services to a close. 
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Our friend, Reginal Tipstaft (Mex• 
boro' ), who is a teaoher in the school, 
trained the children in singing. There 
are over 100 scholars on the books. May 
the bread oast on the waters be seen 
aft~r many days, and to God be all the 
praise.-A. T, P, 

WOOD GREEN. - Special services 
were held in conneotion with the sixth 
anniversary of the Park-ridingsSunday
school. On Lord's-day, September 25, 
onr esteemed brother, James Flel!'g, 
preaohed two excellent sermons, which 
were blessed to our soul's good. Brother 
Walter Barrett addressed: the scholars 
in the afternoon on the subject of 
"Pearls." Through the sudden illness 
of onr brother Chilvers, the sermon on 
the following Wednesday afternoon 
was preached by brother Mutimer, and 
was much enjoyed. After tea had been 
served to both scholars and friends, a 
public meeting was held, over which 
brother J. E; Flegg presided. The 
meeting was opened in the usual way 
by singing and reading, whilst brother 
W, F, Waller entreated God'1 divine 
blessing. The secretary rendered the 
report of the past year's work. The 
main points of it were-thankfulness 
to God, alternatives of joy and sorrow, 
encouragement and discouragement 
realised, yet still hoping and expecting 
from God. Reference was made to each 
class as to their character and the 
desire of each teacher respecting them. 
The excursion took place on July 1 to 
Enfield, and proved to be an enjoyable 
day, Means were used to meet the 
scholars during the week - night, 
lectures and special services being held. 
There are nine teachers, members of the 
Church, who are seeking God's glory in 
their work. The school's collection 
for the Strict Baptist Mission during 
the year was :£5 lSs. 3½d, The finance~ 
of the school are moderately good, there 
being a little balance in hand. The 
chairman introduced brother H. J. 
Wileman as the first speaker, who 
directed us to learn from Christ. 
Brother E. White, of Woolwich, spoke 
from Psa. lxxviii, The words of his 
text applied to parents. They were 
also a divine authority for us to teach 
the young and to have Sunday-schools. 
He looked upon it as a solemn obliga
tion to look after the dear children that 
the true knowledge might be imparted 
to them. The chairman said we had 
listened to two addreRses of a character 
applicable to the meeting-learning and 
teaching. Brother Mutimer said he 
wished to talk to the children, which he 
loved to do. He took the words " My 
jewels" for his text, and was particu
larly interesting, and we trust his re
marks were blessed. Brother Chisnall 
in his usual genial and brotherly man
ner directed the minds of the scholars 

to the words1 " They that seek shall 
find," and to tne teachers, "Your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord." Thus good 
and seasonable meetings were held for 
God's glory and the good of souls. The 
collections amounted to a little under 
:£5, for which we feel thankful. God 
bless our Sunday-schools, is our united 
prayer,-P, J.C. 

PONDER'S END (EDEN).-Pleasing 
and profitable services on Wednesday 
Sept, 21, were conducted in relation to 
the pasto(s second anniversary. 
Brother Chll vers, of Keppel-street in 
the afternoon expatiated lucidly 'and 
forcibly upon the sovereignty and 
supremacy of. Zion's King from the 
words of Paul in 1 Cor. xv, 25. A goodly 
number partook of the cup that cheers 
Thll_Pnblic meeting was led by brothe; 
J. W. Banks, who, after a hymn had 
been sung, called upon brother Pallett 
to address the throne of grace in humble 
and earnest p:r11yer. The genialremarks 
of brother J. W. B. greatly cheered and 
encouraged our hearts. Our highly 
esteemed brother I. R. Wakelin having 
arrived, at once (as announced) 
occupied the chair, and proceeded to 
give expression (briefly) to his fraternal 
sympathy with the pastor and friends 
of the cause, His observations were 
very welcome and highly appreciated. 
Then followed addresses of love and 
good will from the neighbouring minis
terial brethren : Alfrey, of P11lvey-road, 
Palmer, of Waltham Abbey and 
Gibbens, of Philip-lane, Tott~nham. 
B_rother. Chilver~ also again delivered 
himself m a feeling and friendly speech 
replete with Gospel instruction and 
encouragement. Brother Nash, our own 
bel~ved !feacon, recited the goodness and 
lovmgkindness of the Lord in con
nection with the cause and in relation 
to his own experience since he has bee!!. 
united_ to us. Brother Langford was 
also with us to speak on behalf of his 
Master and of the privileges and pros
pect3 of the people whom theLordhath 
formed for Himself and whom He 
de~igns shall shew forth His praise. 
Friends came to bid us good spee1 from 
Waltham. Tottenham, Meopham, Wood 
Green, Enfield, Hornsey, and other 
p~aces .. The Lord reward them richly. 
Fmanc1al results of collections :£3 103. 
after deduction of expenses. Excellent 
congregations at all the services. Praise 
the Lord. The pastor, C. Hewitt, suit
ably acknowledged the kindness of 
friends.-ANINTERESTEDWITNESS AND 
RECORDER. 

SNODLA.ND (KENT), - Good and 
successful harvest services were held on 
Wednesday, September 21st. ~lr. A. B. 
~al\ was very much helped in preach
ing m the afternoon from Paalm cxxvi. 
5. We were cheered with friends from 
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Chatham, Maidstone, and Meopham. 
At the evening meeting Mr. Piggott 
presided in a very genial manner and 
gave an excellent address, and brethren 
Gardener, Hall, Goldsmith, Rayfield, 
Brown, and Walters, were enabled in a 
very blessed manner to testify of the · 
Lord's goodness• and mercy. Good 
collections were realised .for the build
ing fund. Although the Church here 
is lamenting the loss.of useful brethren 
by providence, yet they have very much 
reason to thank God and take courage. 

DAYS OF. F'C'RTHER REJOICING 
AT ILFORD. OPENING OF A NEW 
CHAPEL. 

THE favour of Zion's Lord was un
doubtedly resting npon His chosen at 
Ilford, when on Oct. 2nd and 6th, a 
new Strict Baptist Chapel was dedicated 
to the glory of God. For the last ·two 
years at the small " Ebenezer " chapel 
the Lord has given increasing showers 
of blessing till the command was given, 
" Arise and build." · 

The opening services commenced on 
the Lord's-day with a prayer-meeting at 
10, presided over by the pastor, M'r. S. J. 
Taylor. who also preached to most 
encouraging congregations at each 
service. The ·first hymn· snng in · the 
new building was the Christian's 
national antnemi..'._' All hail the power 
of Jesns'Name." ·.u1emorningand evens 
ing subjects were, Psa cxviii, 24, and 
Ezra. v. 9, . 

On the following Thursday, Mr. E, 
Marsh preached in the afternoon from 
Psa. ex. 2, clll&rly describing what the 
rod of Christ's strength was-the 
Gospel; it was also the S!ie11herd's rod, 
the Redee111,er's sceptre of grace. It 
issued •· out of Zion," and was sent by 
·• the Lord." Finally was no~d the 
meditation of the Psalmist npon the 
dominion of Christ, "Rule Thou·. in the 
midst of Thine enemies." A goodly 
number listened attentively to. this 
Spirit-inspired discourse, and we believe 
our brother felt at liberty, At ·the tea 
which followed, a.bout 70 sat down to 
an excellent repast, prepared by our lady 
friends, who also provided the cost of 
same. 

At half-past six the ever-willing Mr. 
J. Piggott, L.C.C.,. acted as c!'airman 
over ·the public meeting, wh1c~ was 
numerously attended. As the cha1.rman 
two years ago in the old chapel, earnestly 
urged us to secure a. new building, his 
presence to-night was most opportune 
and encouraging. ba. lv. was read, and 
then our aged, but still vigorous, brother 
Flory led us to the Throne of Grace in 
earnest pleadings for blessing. 

Brother W. G. Faunch, the senior 
deacon, was then asked to give a. state
ment of the Church's history for sixty
two years, the epitome of his concise 
report being as follows :-

In the year 1836, n few members of the 
.Bnptist Church meeting in Hlghari>a.d 
Ilfo1•d, decided to separate from · theti! 
fello""-members, chiclly in consequence of 
differences of opinion, t·ospecting Church 
mnnngement and mhtlsterinl supplles,nnd 
to seek for n pince of their own. One of 
their number, a Mr. Al!o.rd, wns led to 
provide freehold land for n smnll chapel : 
other friends materially helped, and 
though much scorn and opposition had to 
be endured. yet a building wnserectednnd 

. maintained. To the year 1800, 110 written 
records of the Church is within our rench. 
In this year we ·were led to "Ebenezer " 
·and soon after this Mr. Allard, beio'ir 
alrendy pnrnlyzed for some time wns tnken 
to the "New ·Jerusalem Home" he was 
eyer ready to tnlk and sing about. The 
customs in Divine wo.rship were then very 
st~ange, nn aged C!i'ristian led the singing . 
with a. flute, the friends s.at to sing,and the 
brethren standing up during prayer· with 
their backs towards th• minister. · 

Some fe"" years ·elapsed· when the Strict 
Baptists in the High-road were without a 
pastor, and as our numbers had decreased 
cons.idernbly, it was suggested that we 
might amalgamate and each · bec0me 
stronger by the union. ·At a. special Church 
meeting, w)lere thirty-one members were 
present, fifteen voted for remaining. and 
llfteen for joining High-street, the ~hair
man, the late brother Tillett, givin11 the 
castin11 vote to remain. The latter fifteen 
then left, ·and ·were connected with the 
other cause. which subsequently became 
an Open Communion Church. . Being 
red need now to sixteen, a further decrease 
we suffered by·dea.th·and removal from 
the neighbourhood, so that in October, 1879, 
exactly nineteen years a.go, it was decided 
to close the place and the last Lord's-day's 
services were annonnced. · But this sad 
step a.bout to be ta.ken filled onr ·hearts 
with dismay, and especially when we 
thought of the enemy's "Aha, Aha, so 
would we have 1t." Another consnltntion 

~-wh~~i:'teif~~ .:~!t 'f~!h t,,~n;,yff°ge 
gracious?" the doors were kept open. Very 
little improvement, however, took place 
and fresh difficulties arose. Up to this time 
the chapel was occupied rent free, but our 
bereaved sister, Mrs.· Allard, had, after n 
very long and painful affliction. been called 
home to her rest. From her we received 
an annual donation of £4 towards the 
expenses. • 

A\:~~is~n"!~~sa~~~g .·~~\Ji1!,~~e~~~fg;lf.i 
our soul, "Ye fearful saints, .fresh courage 
take," &c.," Judge not the Lord by feeble 
sense." &e., and so had to leave ourselves 
and the atfa.irs of the Church in the Lord's 
hand. 

In 1884, the chapel, with other property, was 
to be sold, and with a desire to. prevent its 
destruction, the chapel was purchased by 
our friend and late landlord. Mr. H. Allard, 
who, at the request of the Church kindly 
allowed ua to retain the use of the build
ing at a r.ental of £10 per annnm, our 
expenses being thus raised from .£20to £34 
a year. The Lord enabled ns, however, to 
meet them. · 

About this period a slight revival followed, 
three or font• persons being baptized and 
added to the Church.· The chapel was 
improved by renovation, re-seating, new 
windows, &c. (our rent being increased to 
£15 n year), and the congregations in
creased. In 1886, jubilee services were held, 
which under God's blessing wm·e remark-
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e.bly successful, sixty-six friends to tea, 
ninety-four at evening meetin11, believea 
to be the largest gathering ever witnessed 
there. 

In 1884, an additional deacon WB9 elected in 
the person ol Mr. W, G. Fannch a.nd in 
1888 another, Mr. G. S. l'annch, a brother 
of the former, both in nature and gro.ce. 
In 1H90, an a[ternoon service for children 
-was commenced, but after much persever
ance in, it ho.cl to be reluctantly relin
guished for want of support. 

In Feb. 1896, Mr. S. J. •.raylor (now our 
pastor, the only one we have had) 

f;::;.c~t~:t tHf o~~_!o~h~heW ~~ ~:\~~~ 
blessed, the attendance trebly increased 
and financial support encouragingly 
rendered, all this culminating in the never• 
to-be-forgotten ordination services, of 
July 12th.la..st, and the opening of the new 
chapel on Oct. 6th. With reference to this 
noble building (in comparison to the old 
it is so) a few remark• are necessary. At 
our anniversary, in Me.y, 1896, Mr. J. 
Piggott, the chairman. strongly nrged the 
Church to seek a place of their own, promis
ing his support when they so decided. 
This desirable step h:ui been felt before, 
but the mu.tter from this time was laid 
heavier on our hearts and after much 
prayer for help and guidance the Lord 
appeared for us thus:-

(1) A freehold site for a chapel · was 
willingly ofl'ered to the Church by a 
. thirty-two years friend of the cause, 
and a deacon. 

(2) The valned and professional services 
of Mr. F. G. Faunch. the architect and 
surveyor, who prepared plans. obtained 
estimates and carried out the workfree 
of charge, thus saving the Church a 
considerable snm. 

(3J '.rhe spontaneous ofi'er of a loan of 
money by a lady friend sufficient to 
meet tbe expenses in the course of 
erection, at a low rate of interest, till 
chapel was completed and we could 
make other arrangements, all this 
being ofl'ered us without mortgage or 
an expense whatever. 

(•!l The hearty assistance of many 
friends towards this new efl'ort, all this 
fills ns with rlevont gratitude, co.using 
us to sin11, "When all Thy mercies, 0 
my God," &c. 

The goodness of our Lord almost overcomes 
us at times when we think the struggle for 
years the Church has had and how often 
tempted to think the Lord had forsaken 
ns, yet He has been better to us than our 
fears and our deserts, so that we close onr 
statement with" Ebenezer." "Hitherto the 
Lord has helped us." "Having obtained 
help of God we continue to this day." 
Mr. G. S. Faunch, the bard-working 

secretary of the Building Fond then 
gave the following brief statement (on 
behalf of the Committee):-
Four months a.go the Committee was only 

formed. On that occasion £32 10s. way 
cheerfully and spontaneously promised. 
Since then etrorts have been strenuously 
put forth to secure dootilions, &c., and the 
Lord has smiled upon such labours. £100 
has been given us as compensation in leav
ing the old place. so that now there is a 
total in hand of £201 to meet £450, the cost 
of the chnpel, so well built by 1111·. G. 
Lewin, the contractor, and Messrs. 
Humphreys & Co., the iron church 
builders. The sec1·etary concluded by 

moving a vote of thanks to the architect 
for hie mose hearty _gift or service, which 
was seconded by Mr. Hale, and passed 
with unanimous acclamation. 
The architect replied, giving God the 

praise for so giving him wisdom, will, 
and energy, and love to the cause. 

The chairman followed gladly, com
menting npon these two statements, 
feeling honoured to have co-operation 
in such a good and prosperous work, 
reminding us especially of Isa. Iv. 11, 
"My word shall not return a.nto Me 
void." It did not in creation. ~or do 
the words of Jesus. Men Ii ve by the 
bread of Go:l. Here comes in faith. 
The Word of the Lord tried Joseph. 
Though Jesus had no station, no stand
inJI" in His dayi yet His disciples said, 
'· To whom sha I we g?1'.' &c. Ministers 
must )'.,reach only the word of God. 

Varioue brethren then abh- addressed 
the sympathetic and numerous gather
ing:-

Mr. J. W. Banks (Editor of E. V. &G. 
H.) felt he must come and Rympathize 
in such rejoicing of the Lord's goodnes@, 
spoke of the unity of the Spirit amongst 
the people of God, dwelling also upon 
the word "Come" of Isa. Iv. I, a word 
so pecnliar to Scripture truth, a 
reciprocal word, Jesus saying ·• Come" 
to a poor sinner, who responsively says 
to Jesus, "Come" "and dwell in my 
heart." 

Mr. E. Beecher (late of Shouldham
street), also spoke well on Zeph. iii. 17, 
Here he said was a precious name ; a 
position occupied, a Divine character
istic mentioned. Jesus reigns over Bis 
people, lives in them. He is mighty to 
save. Upholds, keeps, controb, comfort@, 
crowns them. He will finish His work 
in them. for "the Lord God in thee is 
milrb.ty." 

Mr. W.H.Lee,ofBow(anoldfriend of 
the little chapel and one who has 
rendered mucli voluntary ministerial 
service for them), was glad they had 
come into the front. and that it was a 
ji·eelwlcl chapel and· hoped more of the 
presence of God would be realised in the 
new than the old place. Desired that 
God might make their hearts suft, and 
that Psa. cxxxiii. might be constantly 
fulfilled to u@. He then ably spoke from 
2 Cor. iii. 6, declaring God gives His 
Church able minister@, possessing 
n·atural q ua.lifications, and, as Luke say@, 
"mouth and wisdom," places the word 
in their hearts. They are like other 
men, but something different, treasures 
in them of God's enriching. Ministers 
of the Xew 1esta111ent they are, which 
contains the blessed declarations of the 
glorious Gospel of the grace of God, 
revealing what Jesus has done as the 
Surety for His people. 

l\fr. J. Parnell, of Stepney, followed 
with. a practical exposition of the words 
in Psa. lxxxvii. 2, and we felt the sweet
ness of the truth, especially in our 
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present joyful circumstancea. Here in 
this declaration he pninted out (1) Pre
ference of love; (21 Degree of love ; \3) 
Divinity of love ; \ 4 1 Perpetuity in love, 
Many helpful words our brother added, 
being a fitting conclusion to the truth 
of the Lord's goodness amongst us upto 
and on this memorable day. 

The collection waa then taken, which. 
including those of Lord's-day, and the 
chairman's handsome gift, totalled £16 
10~. 

The few minute• left the l>astor 
occupied withaoombined voteofthanks 
to chairman. speaker~. ladies and friend".i 
and especia.lly to the threefold help o~ 
the brethren G. W. Fa.unch. the Spirit
instructed giver of the land, F. G. 
Faunob. his son, the Spirit-led architect 
and surveyor, and _G. 8. Faunch the 
Spirit-guided secretary of the Building 
Committee. 

From this time we again" thank God, 
ano. take coura!\'e," df'airing the Psalm
ist's holy confidence, '' I will go in the 
strength of the Lord, and make mention 
o! His righteousness." 

So pra.ys and praises the thankful 
pa.stor, SAMUEL J. T.A.l'LOR.. 

ZIOX, HEA.TO:S- ROAD, PECKHAM 
Bt:"ILDING FUND MEETING. 

IMMUNITY from all trial can never be 
the experience of the Church milita.nt; 
for in the wilderness it is her lot to 
meet with. and contend &!\'&inst, ever
varying forms of difficulty and difference 
of imped-i1nenta. While this is ever true, 
it is no little encouragement to know 
that she is encompa.ssed by the 

LORD'S GOODNESS. 
unrea.lised though it ofttimes i~, yet in 
the most difficult of circumstauoes He 
is nigh at hand. 

"His help is always sure, 
His methods seldom guessed ; 

Delay will make o:ur pleasures pure, 
Surprise will give it zest." 

All tria.l, all difficulty, it has been well 
said, baa one voice: it is, "Remember 
Me." ·' When my soul fainted within 
me," said Jonah, 

.. I REMEMBERED THE LORD," 
Such remembrance-gained a.t a. oost
gives inspiration, induces courage, and 
·· the weight" is forgotten in the realisa
tion that the Lord's peovle have 

FELLOWSHIP WITH HIS GREATNESS, 
Some causes still remain to learn that 
building debts form no small impedi
ment to -their progress. Begun well, in 
the long years now past. the enthusiasm, 
zeal, and love which led to their being 
undertaken, from various ca.uees, have 
ebbed, in some mea.sure, a.way; so that 
what was at first regarded in hope and 
faith as within the rea.ch of possibility, 
from failure of purpose, not uncoupled 
with circumstantial trial, remains as 

a legacy to the existing Chur~h-a. 
genuine matter of concern to all therein 
who have the 

WELFARE OF ZION 
at he&.rt. 

Not altogether without analogy is 
this to the Churoh worshipping at· 
Heaton-road. But again, with com
mendable desire to remove such au 
impediment, special eerviceR in con
nection with the Building Fund were-

. held on Sunday, October 16th, when 
Mr. J. E. Elsey preached two Pavoury 
and Christ-exalting ~ermons. Hitherto
these services ha.ve been held for tbe 
purpoee of raising the interest money 
(£1S)·due on the debt; hut, owing to a. 
scheme in active operation, this is now 
raised by 

MONTHLY SUBSCBIPrIONS1 

generously subsoribed by members and 
friends of the cause ; so tha.t the
proceeds of these services now go 
entirely towards the 

EXTINCTION OF THE DEBT. 
On Tuesday, October 18th, the services 

were continued by the holding of a 
public meeting in the evening at 6 30, at. 
which Mr. W. G. Fauncb, of llford, 
presided. After prayer, and singing of 
tha.t well-known hymn, 

"Glorious thinirs of _thee nre spoken, 
Zion, city of our God," 

the chairman ea.lied upon the trea.snrer 
to read .the report, which disclosed the 
fact that £50 had been paid off the debt 
during the late pa.stor'd ministry, while 
some .£40 odd remained in hand towards 
the next instalment. Ta.king into con
sideration the present position of the 
Church this was not without its en• 
coura.gement. 

Brother J, Clark was then ca.lled 
upon to address the friends. In homely 
and encouraging language, he refer!ed 
to the vicissitudes of the cause durmg 
the past twenty years, and said as a 
former pa.stor of the Church he felt the 
friends 

HAD NOT BEEN SLOTHFUL, 
seeing that twenty years ago th_at 
evening the debt amounted to :£8a0, 
whereas now it stood at £450. 

Brother Dadswell then touchingly 
spoke from Isaiah; urging the need 
of stronger faith, Times of drought 
will come; but, said he, grace never 
comes too la.te, therefore the leaf 

SHALL PUT ON GREENNESS. 
Brother M. E. Green followed, taking 

up the echo from the former speaker. 
He reminded his hearers that faith can 
penetra.te the darkest cloud, and when 
inspired by its Author can do wonders ;. 
for the 

STRENGTH OF ISRAEL 
will not lie. 

Brother Webb (who was present in, 
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the plaoe of brother Holden) was, then 
r.alled upon. and took for his subject 
Psa. xvii. Iii. In hearty language he 
desired: the Churoh not to be dis
heartened, but contend earnestly with 
the Lord for the removal or the incubus, 
humorously remarking he for one should 
like to preach the 

FUNERAL SERMON 
of the debt, May it l>e early realised. 
For-

"No earthly cHy ran compare 
, With Zion when her Lord is there." 

J, KNIGHTS. 
East Dulwich. 

IPSWICH (ZoAR).'.-Our harvest 
thanksgiving· services were held on 
September 28th. Excellent and appro
priate sermons were delivered afternoon 
and ·evening by pastor E. l!,farsh, of 
London. The afternoon subject was 
the gospel cif the shewbread, from 
Exod. xxv. 30: "Thou shalt _set upon 
tha table shewbread before Ale alway." 
The number, the uniform size and 
material of the loaves,.and the standing 
ahvay before the Lord, furnished the 
preaoher with bright and beautiful 
ideas. The· sermon, from beginning to 
end, was one continual flow of precious 
Gospel truth. A public tea followed, 
over 100 being present. The evening 
sermon was from Pea. !xvi. 8. 9. The 
services throughout the day ·were in 
every way most cheering.· We were 
encouraged to see the large .number. 
gathered together, some from e. diste.nce, 
amongst whom was Mr. Motson (of 
Colchester), bis wife e.nd children, Mr. 
Ketn also; and severe.I _from Bet.besde. ; 
encoure.ged by th.e best collections for 
many years ; and, most of all, en
couraged by the many testimonies of 
bles~inits felt e.nd enjoyed under the 
preacbmir of the Gospel of salvation by 
grace.-H. B. 

STAINES.-A missionary meeting 
was held in tile Baptist Che.pal on 
Thursde.y, October 20th. At 6 o'clock 
e. le.i'ge gathering of friends met in the 
school-rooms, and enjoyed a well
provided tee.. The meeting in the chapel 
commenced at 7 o'clock, I. R. Wakelin, 
Esq,, presiding. After singing a hymn, 
and reading the ScriptureP, prayer was 
nffered by Abel Michael, e. ne.tive of 
Southern India. A very suitable intro
duction was then made by the chairman 
as to the object and subject of the 
meetmg. Mr. Strickson was thtn called 
upon to deliver an address, who related 
his call by grace, also bis oall and train• 
ing for missionary worlr. His touching 
and earnest address warmed the hearts 
of all his hearers. This dear brother in 
Christ has been three years at H11,rley 
House, East London, training for foreign 
service, and next month goel out to 
India to commence his missionary 

la.bonrs. Abel Michael sang a lyric in 
Tamil, alFo gi,ve An intereFting a.ddress 
in English. D. V. SwamidRR, anotbn 
na.tive pastor. wee too unwell to come 
to 8taines. Mr. Miller and Mr. Joseph 
McKee also addressed the meeting. The 
chapel wa.a filled with attenth e lietenerP. 
The collection was good. Gcd spred 
tlic la.hours of every mini•tn of the 
Gospel is the prayer of-J. McK. 

S T R E A T H A M ( PROVIDENCE. 
HAMBRO'·ROAD).-Our a.nniversary waa 
held on September 13th. Mr. C. Cornwell 
preached in the afternoon from Isa. 
xiv. 22, and spoke from it, in hie usual 
able way, thus: 0) An exhortation, (2J 
the extent of that exhortation, (B ! tbe 
rea.eon for the eame. '·For I am God, 
and there is none else." It was a. sermon 
full of encouragement and advice to 
tho,e who are eeeking and desiring a 
better country, and at the clme the 
writer could eay, "One glimpse of Him 
niy eager passion fires." About ~O 
persons s1t down to· tea, and then the 
evening service began, presideil over by 
our brot)ler Faunch, and good Gospel 
a.ddresees were delivered by brethren 
C. Cornwell, R. E SearP, E. Beecher, and 
H. Patterson. Prayer was offered by 
our brother G. w; Bartlett. A vote of 
thanks to the lady friendP, and all who 
had helped to make our meeting a 
success, was given. Collections were 
satisfactory. Praise waiteth. 0 God, for 
Thee in Zion.-C. R. · 

A PLEASANT DAY AT REHOBOTH, 
LAKE ROAD, PORTSMOUTH. 

THE third anniversary of the formation 
of the above Church took place on 
September 22nd, 1898. 3'Ir. W. Woods, 
pastor of Providence Chapel, Chichester, 
Sussex, very kindly gave us two sermons, 
basing bis discourse in the afternoon on 
the words in Heb. iii. 1, and in the 
evening on Heh. iv. H. The esteemed 
preacher dwelt very sweetly on the 
Priesthood of Christ, and then showed 
what our profession of Him should be. 
Truly it was ·• good to be thera," and 
many went away with their counte
nances no more sad. 

At the close of the afternoon service 
tea was partaken· of by those present, 
kindly presided over by several of the 
lady members and friends .. 

. When the friends assembled airain in 
the evening the secretary. }Ir~ J. S. 
.Jordan, asked i\Ir. R. Be.wden. of 
Clapham, who was here on a visit, to 
make a presentation to our late-esteemed 
and dearly-loved pastor, Mr. 0. H. 
Cudmore, contrihuted to by members 
and friends. Mr. Bawden said it gave him 
great plea.sure to make the presentation 
to Mr. Cudmore, as be saw many there 
who were boys and girls in the Sabbath
sobool at Salem, whom he bad addressed 
as suoh in days gone by, and, at the 
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prayer-meeting on the previoua Monday 
evening in hearing the young men 
pra.y. it reminded him of God's promise, 
in which He said, "Instead of the 
fathers should ccme up the children," 
etc. He was glad to see us in union 
with our late pastor, and desired for 
hlm in hie new sphere of labour every 
new covenant blessing in Christ Jesus, 
that he might be made useful to the 
dear people there as he had been at 
Portsmouth. 

The present, which took the form of 
a writing-desk, contained a pen-holder 
with views of Portsmouth, and a small 
balance of money left enclosed in a 
purse. 

Mr. Cudmore suitably responded, and 
we sorrowed only that we should see his 
face no more as pastor. 

The number of tracts and magazines 
distributed during the year was 2138, 
among which were 288 Surrey Tdber• 
narh Tf"itnesstR. 

We are glad to say through mercy, 
we are out of debt, ah funds showing 
a balance on the right side, Aleo the 
Building Fund is steadily increasing, 
for which we desire to thank God for 
inclining His people to give. 

)lay He still go on to be lfr&cioue to 
us. and to you, dea.r Mr. Editor-prays 
yours in the faith, 

JOHN S. JORDAN. 
Gkurch Secretary. 

BR A IN TREE (SALEM).-Special 
services were held on Sunday, October 
16th. Mr. Harbour, pastor of West-
street, Brighton, kindly paid this little 
cause a visit, and we were much en
couraged by the testimony he was 
enabled to give, morning and evening, 
concerning the goodness of God to him 
since he had been called by sovereign 
grace. In the afternoon our brother 
Ll. H. Cudmore, who has just come to 
serve his Master in this cause of truth, 
preached to a good congregation. It 
did our hearts good to hear him so 
clearly set forth the sovereign power, 
the distinguishing grace, the matchless 
love. and the di vine wisdom of our 
heavenly Father. As our friend Mr. 
Harbour stayed in Braintree for a week 
we had harvest thanksgiving services 
on Thursday, October 20th, Mr. Harbour 
preaching in the evening, and Mr. 
Cudmore in the afternoon, when we 
were again favoured with good congre
gations, some friends from Colchester, 
Halstead, and 17 from Witham. Our 
highly-esteemed brother and friend, 
)Jastor Chisnall, of Guildford, paid us a 
visit. Both services were very refresh
ing, Tea was heartily partaken of by 
a good number. Conversation was very 
sweet. so that we felt how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell in 
unity. The little cause had been praying 
for successful services. Prayer was 

heard and answered, for we had numbers, 
we hat! fl.nanoes, we had spiritual bless
ings. May our God repay our aged 
brother Harbour for hie kind visit. 
May He greatly enooura.ge our brother 
Cudmore in his work by giving him 
seals to hie ministry and souls for his 
hire. May Church and congregation he 
sweetly fed and blest. God grant a 
rioh ingatbering of precious soul!, is 
the desire of our heart.-B. A. 

CH AT HAM ( ENON ).-Harvest 
thankegiving eervioes were held here 
on Lord's-day, September 2,;th, when 
two sermons were preached by the 
pastor, J. Gardner, that in the morning 
from Acts ii. l "When the day of 
Pentecost (or the first day of the 
harvest festival-i.e., the fiftieth day 
from the beginning of harvest) was 
fully come they were all with one 
accord in one place; " and in the 
evening from J er. viii. 20, "The harvest 
is past, the summer is ended, and we are 
not saved." These services were con
tinued on the Wedneadav following, 
when two sound, solid. and savoury 
sermons were preached tiy our beloved 
brother John Box. The text in the 
afternoon was Isa. ix. 3, " They . joy 
before Thee according to the joy in 
harvest;" and in the evening, Pea. 
cxxxiii. Libera.I oolleotions were taken 
at each service, for which we thank 
God, and the people too, who came up 
with their "Wave offerings" (see Lev. 
:u:iii. 17-20).-VERITAS. 

NEW CROSS.-The first public meet• 
in' in connection with the open-air 
mission, at "Zion," New Cross, Deptford. 
Some few months ago, the question of 
open-air services was introduced to our 
young men, who are members of the 
Church and Bible-class. The subject 
was taken up most heartily by many 
young men and women, and services of 
praise, prayer, reading and addresses 
have been given week by week with 
gratifying and enooura~ing results. On 
Nov. 3rd, a public meeting was held in 
the chapel, and a large congregation 
aseembled to evince their sympathy 
and to render practical help. The 
pastor, who is President of the SocietyJ 
presided, and in a few words introduce« 
the object of the meeting. He ea.id it 
was a departure in some measure from 
old lines, but he thought it was in the 
right direction. All present knew the 
great success of Methodism ; the secret 
lies in the fact that they utilize all 
gifts and press into service all who 
T)ossese abilitiee, few or many. He (the 
President) did not see why our young 
men should remain idle, or be allowed 
to drift a.way from us. Hence, t~is 
Mission afforded a grand opportunity 
for usefulnes!, and great possibilities 
were connected therewith. It finds work 
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of the right sort for all who feel the 
oonstraining love of Christ in theit 
hearts and are willin, to aid and assist 
in the good work bemg carried on in 
our midetJ for it is still progressing in 
the sohoo1 after evening service. The 
meetintt was hearty and sympathetic, 
for which our numerous friends received 
a rich reward in the encouraging 
reports and splendid Gospel addresses 
to which they listened. · The.following 
are the names of the speakers and the 
subjects upon which they spoke :-Mr. 
M1utin on the Mission and what it 
implied, Mr. l;irown, on the constrain• 
ing love of Christ. Mr. Loosely, on the 
work of the Lord and its establishment. 
Mr. Smith, on the workers and the 
work. Mr. Death," How shall they hear 
without a preacher?" Mr. Downing and 
the leader Mr. Catchpole, also spoke 
a.few words of encouragement, Others 
gave out hymns and offered prayer. Our 
young men felt a new inspiration, 
deepened love, and increased zeal in 
their work. The meeting was closed by 
the benediction. A good collection was 
taken, enough to clear off all expenses, 
leaving a small balance in hand. 
God bless our Mission.-DoUL0B, 

RECOGNITION OF. MR. ,1, HACKING, 
AT BRADFORD-ON-AVON. 

A TEA-MEETING was held on Tuesday, 
October 18th, at the Old Baptist Chapel 
to welcome Mr. J. Hacking as their 
pastor p1·0. te111,,, he having accepted a 
twelve months' call with a view to the 
pastorate. 

In spite of the unpropitious state of 
the weather, a steady downpour of rain, 
about seventy sat down to tea in the 
school-room, friends from Hilperton 
and Trowbridge included. 

After the tea upwards of 150 gathered 
in the chapel to the public meeting, the 
new pastor presiding, who opened the 
meeting with prayer, the singing being 
effectively conducted by the Sunday
school and chapel choirs, 

The chairman then made a few re
marks in connection with the dark out
look of the times, nationally, politically, 
and religiously, hoping that the Lord 
would manifest Himself as overruling 
all for the welfare of His people and 
for His own honour and glory and 
especially that He would graciously 
bless the Union of His Churoh here with 
himself as their pastor and eeal with 
His rioh blessing the work to whioh 
they had unitedly set their hands. 

Mr. Everitt, the senior deaoon, 
followed with an interesting account of 
the early formation of the Church in 
the year 1689, as an offshoot from South• 
wiok. The Church had been preserved 
and blessed up to the present. He well 
remembered beloved brother Hawkins 
as one of the later pastors, who was 

recognized in October 18!~, and could 
not forget what· power and sweetnes8 
there was in his prayers. He bad 
witnessed many changes since, and 
lately t,hey had been unsettled through 
the la.ck of a settled pastor, but trusted 
that the Lord's hand might be made 
manifest in sendin~ brother Ha.eking 
and eventually settling him over them. 
and that much spiritual blessing might 
rest upon his labour of love. 

Brother Tucker, another deacon, 
followed with some sweet, savoury 
truths connected with his own ex
perience and declared his love for the 
truths of sovereign grace, which would 
humble the sinner and exalt the Saviour, 
thanking the dear Lord for preserving 
the Church in the truth for so many 
years, and tmsted that much blessing 
might accompany the ministry of 
brother Hacking. 

Mr. Andrews, pastor of Hilperton 
Baptist Church, followed and expressed 
his pleasure in giving brother Hacking 
a welcome not only to Bradford, but to 
the neighbourhood also, Men of truth 
were needed; the Church need them. He 
feared that there were very few Strict 
Baptist Churches at the present that 
were free from the corrupt leaven of 
free-will. The glorious doctrines of free 
grace were too much kept in the back• 
ground and a false charity was pushed 
prominently forward to please flesh 
worshippers, which was sapping the 
spiritual life of the Churches. lie trusted 
brother Hackinl!' would prove to be a 
man of truth. He exhorted the Church 
to support their pastor by their prayel'l'. 
for he needed them; bytheirpresencea.t 
all services as far as practicable for his 
encouragement, and in every other 
possible way; and that the dear Lord's 
presence and rich blessing might rest 
upon both pastor and people was his 
ea7nest prayer. 

Mr. Cable, one of the member~. 
endorsed the utterances of brother 
Andrews, with reference to the presence 
of free-will in the Churche~, which he 
had proved in his contact with many. 
where he went to supply. He desired 
that their Church might be preserved 
from its corrupting influence. After a 
few words of exhortation he concluded 
by welcoming the new pastor, who 
closed with the benediction. 

The service was thoroughly enjoyed. 
man_y saying, It was good to be here, for 
the Lord was here. PILGRIM. 

BITS ABOUT SALEM, CROYDON, 
AT our recent Sunday-school anniver
sary we got on very well : we were 
pleased with the creditable way and 
attention of the children. We require 
more teachers. Two, Miss Sears and ;\lr, 
Whitehorn, have left; they were married 
on Oot. 1st. Our late pastor. Mr. Horton. 
gave the bride, his neice, a.way; Gcd 
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bless the happy oouple. Average attend
anoe, 62 in afternoon. I take the morn
ing school of 13 in one olass. Will any 
friend oome and help us? 

The Lord is gr&oiously sending us 
faithful men to pre&eh the Word. 

We are looking forw&Td tothecoming 
yea.Twhen (D.v.) Mr. Hughescommences 
a three months' unanimous invite with 
a view to the p&stor&te. He pre&ehed 
acceptably from the words, '· Is any
thing- too hard for the Lord?" 

Mii.y the Lord go before and still bless 
us. 

Brother Cullingford was grel\tly 
helped in preaching to ne on Oct. 2nd, · 
from the text, '· The flesh lnsteth 
against the Spirit" &c. The Lord's· 
presence w&s felt. Three were received 
into fellowship the same day. The 
Lord's name be praised. · 

A. ANDREWS. 

PRESE~TATION TO MR. S. K. 
BLA.ND. 

THE numerous readers of E. Y. & G. H. 
will be glad to le:i.rn that steps have 
been taken recently to shew a little of 
the esteem in which our venerable. 
brother Bland i:s held in the denomi
nation he has served so many years. 
The desire to do something,.as a mark 
of appreciation of his many labours, has· 
existed in the minds of some ot his 
friends for some time past, and it is due 
to the thoug-htfulness of our kind· 
friend :!llr. I. R. Ws.kelin (London), that 
this desire so soon took a definite and 
prJ.ctical form. It we.sat the close of very 
RUccessful annnal meetings of onr Hollie 
J\fissionary8ociety,held at Stowmarket, 
on ~ov. Ist .. that the presentation was 
made by Mr. W. Ling.Clpswich), who, it· 
ought to be S!l.id, t()ok a.deep in~erest in_ 
the movement. The presentation con
sisted of a cheque for £32 3, . .'id., an. 
elegant lonnge chair and a h:tndsome 
and massive ma.rble ·and bronze clock 
iI!.scribed as follows:-

Presented to !>Ir. Samuel King Bland (o~ 
IJ>swicb:. at a pnblic meatin~ held at 
~towmn.rket, Nov. l~t, 18~,;, by bis many 
friends and well v:bhers in and outside 
1 be Sulfolk and N orJ'olk Baptist Associa
tion as a token or their appreciation o~ 
hi~ lo,-ing i:;:~rvices in t!.ie eause of Christ 
for upwards of fifty year•. and especially 
as Secretary of ·the A.•Bociation for 
twer:ty-one Year.,;. 

Ra.ttle:sden in 1862. In 1861, W'l. find 
that he preached the sermons on the 
first Sundir.y at the opening of ·· the 
"Martyr6' Memorial" chapel, Beccles, 
and three years after was settled there 
as co-pastor with the late Mr. Geo. 
Wright, a well-known minister of liis 
day. During his ·settlement at Beoolee 
he visited inany of the Ohurohes· in this 
and other counties, preaohing · anniver-
sary sermons.· · · 

In 1877 Mr. Bland was elected joint 
secretary with the late Mr.John O.ooper, 
or Wattuham, for the Suffolk and Nor
folk Baptist Association. Mr. Oooper 
dying- iii. 1881, he contin~ed that office, 
and 1s still aotini in that oapo.city. 
Oonjointly with Mr. 0.-·Hill, of Stoke 
Ash, 1\1:r. Blir.nd fi:lled the office •of 
Secretary to . the Baptist Home 
Missionary Society,. from 1876 to 1885, 
when he succeeded the late Mr. W. 
Houghton. of Ipswich, as Trait.surer ·to 
the same Society, and still continues -in 
that office. Hence, it will be seen that 
the v&lued and effective services ren~ 
dered to the above Societies, coupled 
with the fact that Mr. Bland has been 
very helpful in counsel and advice when 
sought by the Ohurches of the Assocla
tion;are · worthy and deserving of:~e 
handsome testimonial so willingly con
tributed by his nnmeroua friend~.-
Sujfulk Ckrdnicle. · ·· 

LEE (DACRE•PARKBAPrISTCHAPEL). 
-Sunday-school anniversary services 
were held as follows :-,-Sunday; O'ct. 
31st, sermons were preached by the 
pastor, lllr. John· Hunt Lynn. In the 
afternoon, Mr. A. H. Riddle, New ·cross, 
gave an address to the children. On 
Tuesday, Nov. 2nd, the children had tea. 
in the school,room. ·Public meeting was 
held ·in ·the chapel. Brother I. R. 
Wakelin, presided. Very stirring 
adaresses were delivered by brethren J. 
W. Humphreys, Thoe. Jones, R. E. Seli.rs, 
and the pastor. Children sang spooial 
hymns. The annual report was read. by 
the Secretary, 0. Wilson· Sears. There 
are llO children, a.n increase of! 3, and 8 
·teacher~, a decrease of 1; average attend• 
ance, 30 in morning, increase of 3, in the 
afternoon 61, a decrease of 2. Inter
national Bible Readers' Association, 87 
members. an incre&se of 3. Ba.nd of 
Hope, 228, an increase of 9. 

Mr. Bland. in an interesting speech, --
thanked the friends most heartily for Aged Pilgrims' ·eorner.' 
their exceeding kindness, recalling the 
fa.et that he had been connected· with THE Winter Sale of Work and tea.at the 
the Baptist Churches in this county for Homsey-rise Asylum, took place. on 
many years, and gave some interesting Friday, November 4th, when .a large 
reminiscences of the past. number of friends visited this beautiful 

We gatb.er tb.at Mr. Bland, who first Home. Theladyvisitorshadanexcellent 
saw the light of day in London, visited assortment of articles on the tables, 11,nd 
Suffolk for the first time in 1854, and the result was a. good sale on behalf of 
preached at Charsfield at the annual the Benevolent Fund for aiding the sick: 
gathering of the Baptist A.ssociation ; I and infirm inmates, many of whom need 
ag~in at Crausford in · 18;'i7, and at· _constant and tender care._ 
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The tea was held In the Hall at five 
o'olook; all the inmates were invited as 
gui,ste, and were joined by the company 
who had assembled earlier in the after
noon. A very pleasant reunion thus 
took place, and our aged friends were 
not slow to express their delight at the 
opportunity of Christian intercourse 
thus provided. · 

* * * In the evening, Mr. W. J. StyleP, of 
Wandsworth, i,reached e.n excellent 
sermon in the Asylum Chapel to a large 
congregation from the words, "Night 
unto night showeth knowledge" (Psa. 
xix. 2). The mbject, "The revelation 
of night," was most appropriate, and the 
words of the speaker were calculated to 
cheer and help many pilgrims on their 
way to the Homeland above. Very 
many expressed their joy in hearing 
. such a message. * * 

* 
Mr. Styles pleaded admirably for the 

Institution Fund, for· which a.n 
enoouraging colleotion was made after · 
the. sermon. Repairs that were urgently 

-needed have caused this Fund to be 
heavily drawn . upon; hence. special 
donations for this object will be thank
fully received. 

• • 
The visits of frie~s will be heartily 

welcomed at the Homes at Camber
well; Homsey-rise, Stamford-hill and 
Brighton. An inspection of these peaoe
ful if wellings would do much to show 
the benefit a.nd extent of the operations 
of the Society. 

Past and Passing Events. 
THE Uomes for Working Girls in 
London is a little bit of practical 
Christianity. Since the fir9t Rome was 
started, 27,200 young women and girls 
ha.ye been protected. Thank God . 

• * • lVisbecl1.-Brother B. J. Northfield 
ha8 been very energetic in securing 
"Zion," Wisbeoh, to the Denomination; 
it is now in good repair, as our·Walworth 
brother Dobson can testify; just a little 
more is required to clear off balance due 
to brother Northfield, Treasurer, Secre
tary, &c. (See advt., pa.ge-2.) 

• • 
Leyton.-Moving"' on quietly, peace

fully, prosperously. Report of anniver
sary next issue. We are thankful to God 
for our brother ifl.i•\9 :tt.. -...o;:ta,;1\ 

Gibbens, who has stood so lovingly 
and firmly to the cause at Leyton, as 
well as attending to his pastore.te e.t 
Tottenham. Brother Gibbens is no idler 
in the Lord's vineye.rd, • • 

Li11gfiel1l,-Mr. B~yler enters on the 
pe.storate here in the New Year ; t)le 

chapel is ~ng repaired and a little 
help is needed. (See advt.) 

• • . 
Rocltdale.-The Mayor of Rochdale 

(Councillor Ashworth), accompanied 
by the members ot the Cot'poration, 
School Board and BoaTd of Guardians, 
attended service at" Hope," on Sunday. 

*•* 
_ 11 Alderman Ashworth" was a house

hold word among the Strict Baptists at 
one time ; we have often heard of the 
happy hours spent under their roof by 
many of God's people. 

• * 
* 11 Hope" is the scene of the labours of 

Mr. Eidison, the spot where dee.r old 
John Kershaw preached the Gospel so 
many years. . .. 

* 1Varboys.-Our friend Mr. Lambourne 
has been pastor at Warboys about 30 
years ; they are now compelled to attend 
to some sanitary arrangements, e.nd 
other repairs and alterations for the 
safety of the building. which will 
necessitate an outlay of over £1.000. 
(See advt., page 2,) · . . .. 

Mr. Gentle has been unable to fill 
engagements through serious illness ; 
he is still confined to his house. 

• * all' 

Cliester.-"Ebenezer." Mr. Povey 
baptised one si8ter on Oct. 30th, and 
received her into fellowship Nov, 6th, 
making- 36 added to the Church since 
his recognition, July, 1895 ; 27 by 
baptism. 

* .. .. 
lJeceased.-The following memorial 

card is just to hand:-
In loving memory of 

WILLIAM LARGE, 

of Butley. 
Thirty-six years the beloved Pastor of 

the Baptist Church, Sudbury, 
Who fell asleep in Jesus, November 13th, 

Aged 8-! years. 
Interred in Butley Churchyard, 

November 18th. 
He rests from his labours and his works 

do follow him. · 

Jtbrriagc.s. 
CHURCH-PARKS.-On October 18,1898, by 

l\Ir. Bal'Ils, of Beulah Chapel. H.irrow-road, 
Paddington, Miriam Elizabeth. only 
daughter of Mr. Samuol Parks, of Bromley, 
Kent, to Elkanah Church, of Beckenham, 
Kent. 

PRICE - CHIPPERFE!LD. - Ou Tuesd,w. 
October 25, ld98, at Zion Chttpel, Hettton
road, Peckham, by Mr. G. Plurumer,of West 
Kilburn,· F.mma Chipperfleld, to Charles 
Price, pastor of the Ark, Dunmow. 
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~one Jome. 
MBS. F. LEAKE, of Longford, Colnbrook, 

crossed the Jordan, June 29th, 1898, age 57, 
n.rtern long painful illness. She wasformanv 
years n loYer of the trnth. and would walk 
miles to hear it preached. or latter years 
she was a member of Hayes Tabernacle, 
1\Iiddlesrx. but formerly a member at West
rnd. Chohham, Surrey, where some 35 vears 
ng-o 8-he wns baptized by Mr. Lambollrne1 

now pastor or the Strict Baptist Church, 
Warboys. Hunts. She often wished us to 
l'ing by her bedside and read portions of 
Scripture. Thc dny before she died, she 
wished me to rend to her John xvii., where 
Jesus in His prayer describes wh,_t is life 
<>ternal. and she spoke of the grandness of 
Yer. 2~. that He should give us poor sinners 
that glory God had iriYen Him, so making us 
one "·ith Him, and she fully realized it; like 
Habakkuk. her mind and walk was on 
•· Mine high places." She often repeated 
,·a.riou• hymns from Gadsby, Denham, &c. 
One favourite, which she had cut out of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL, some ll years age;>, we 
found treasured up, under the covers of her 
pocket-Bible. of which there are nine verses; 
she would repeat the first verse, often:-
.. There is Canaan just over the Jordan, and 

the Jordan is not wide, 
It seems if the Lord would lake our hand, 

we could spring to the other side ; 
We are weary of gathering manna, and of 

pushing aside life's care. , 
While the land of honey and milk is ours, 

only ornr there.'' 
Her sufferings were very ureat ; we could 
only shed tears of grief for her. She would 
say, "You do not know how ill I feel. I can
not describe it to you." But through it all 
she was ,ery patient, and would often ex-· 
press her great thanks to God, that she was 
so well provided for in her !Mt days, by the 
hands of lllr. Wi!d's famHy and other 
friends. and would say with Samuel of old, 
"Hitherto ha.th the Lord helped us." The 
day before she was called home, having 
got so weak and weary in body, she longed 
to be gone, being ra.ieed up in bed, she looked 
at us with so weary a look, and repeated 
those lines- · · 

"To Jesus the Crown of my hope, 
My soul is in haste to be gone; 

Oh. bear me, ye cherubims. np, 
And waft me away to His throne," 

asking me to read the remainder of the 
hymn to her. Denham 742. Shepa.ssedaway 
about 12 o'clock next day. She said in the 
morning, "It will not be long now, before I 
go," and we could see she would not live all 
day. She talked freely and was more cheer
ful. all the morning. An hour before she died, 
looking out of the window, which was open, 
it being a hot day, though a beautiful June 
morn as she expressed., she said. "How 
beautiful the birds are singing," and I thought 
also how beautiful that she should be able 
to hear and notice the birds singing in her 
dying boor.- She was quite conscious until 
the last fe"· minutes. The last words I spoke 
to her. inst before she passed away o! our 
near SU years married life, were, '"You really 
belie Ye we shall soon meet again in a brighter 
world~" 8he opened her eyes for the last time 
and •aid 1,lainly, '.'Oh, yes, I know we aha.II" 
<she seemed to put such stress on tbewordl 
knou·1,like Job's, "I know that my Redeemer 
liYetb." A few minutes after my son Walter, 
holding her band in bis, said to her;•· Is it 
1,eace and well with you still?" but we 
belic-ve she wa~ crossing the Jordan, which 
she had been mying is not wide, and we 

belie,·e she found it so, for she was so soon 
gone, she did not answer my son or open her 
eyes, for she had left this world's shore, to 
sing Hosannas to God and the Lamb, being, 

"Safely 11\nded on that peaceful shore. 
Where pilgrims meet to part no more." 

Her remains were burled n t Harmondswort.h 
Churchrard by Mr. R. Mutimer,- of Brent
ford, Mr. Willis, pastor at Oolnbrook, assist
ing. Then to close we sang the five verses 
of Denluim 1024, to tune "Luther" (her 
favourite) :-
" 0 happy saints ·who dwell in light, 

And walk with Jesus clothed in white; 
Safely lnnded on that peaceful shore, 
Where pilgrims meet to part no more," · 

&c.-F. LEAKE. 
Miss SUSANNA RO'l'CROFT entered into 

rest October 10th. 1898, in her 78th year. a.t 
the residence of her sister, Mrs. Keast. She 
was a member of the Surrey Tabernacle for 
about . fifty-nine years. She was greatly 
afflicted, being paralyzed, and quite helpless 
for the last five· years. At times she experi
enced great joy o.nd,happiness, and would 
quote many hymns and texts, rejoicing in 
the God of her salvation. At other times 
she doubted her interest in eternal ·matters, 
but at the last she 'Was quietly trusting in 
Jesus, and with her last conscious breath 
testified that· it was well with her. She 
was interred at Nunhea.d cemetery by her 
pastor,Mr.Dolbey.-M. S. K. 

MRS. WHOBLOW passed away to her 
eternal rest, on October .151b, 1898, at the 
advanced age of 84. :As the wife of the late 
Mr. G. G. Whorlow (senr.), who was so, well 
known and so highly esteemed as an able 
and acceptable minister of the Gospel, our 
departed sister will be remembered by many 
still living in various parts of. the country. 
She was very early in life brought t'o know 
and fear the Lord. Just 70 years a.go she 
joined the Independent Ohureh at Whit
stable. When still young she removed with 
her husband to London, and with him was 
baptized and received into the Ohurch at 
Little Alie-street, by the late Philip Dicker
son. After twenty years they removed to 
Suffolk, finally settling at Ipswich. On Nov. 
the 9th, 1889, our beloved sister was 
bereaved of her husband, and in the follow
ing year she joined in fellowship with us at 
Zoar. and has almost ever since been confined 
to her room. Her privation and sufferings 
have been borne with resignation, pro.yer, and 
the Word of God, and repeating favourite 
hymns has been her constant delight, The 
last year of her life bas been a very painful 
one, but the Lord did not leave her comfort
less. She often realized her Saviour's presence 
and longed to see His fe.ce. Her'constant cry 
was, "I want to f!'O home." Her last words 
were," Bless the Lord," and now she realizes 
1 he truth of the hymn she so often re-
peated:- · 

"Yes, I to the end shall endure, 
As sure as the earnest is given; 

More happy, but not more aecure, 
The glorified spirits in heaven." 

Sunday, Oct. 23rd, was a solemn day at Zoar, 
for during the previous week our dear 
brother, 

C. GIRLING, who ha.d for 21 years bee_n a 
quiet but most consistent member, departed 

• to be with Christ (aged 74) and had also 
been buried by our pastor (Mr. Bardens). 
Thus we had two families of mourners 
present a.t the same service, the pastor speo.k
tng very affectionately to each, and solemnly 
to us all from the words recorded in Rev. 
vii. 13, 14.-H. B. 
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