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E. V., VOL. LVIII., No. 670. G. H., VOL. LXVIII., No. 829. 

BY E. MITCHELL. 

"Not knowing the things that shall befall me."-Acts xx. 22. 

FOREKNOWLEDGE is an attribute of God in which ~one of His 
· creatures share. Thus majestically Jehovah speaks by the mouth 

of His servant Isaiah :-" I am God, and there is none else ; I am God, 
and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and 
from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel 
shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure." The Divine prescience fa 
here associated with fore-ordination. We have never been able to dis
sociate these ideas in our own mind. God knows all that shall come to 
pass, because He has determined all that shall come to pass. " He 
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will." The figment of 
God's prescience, apart from His pre-determination, is an invention of 
the carnal mind, which ever hates, and refuses to submit to, the absolute 
sovereignty of Jehovah. Bat we "know not what shall be on the 
morrow." The best laid schemes of the wisest men are continually 
being frustrated. As we stand on the tbreshhold of another year, the 
uncertainty of the events it will unfold is the only thing certain to us. 
As with Paul going up to Jerusalem, so with us as we enter upon 1902, 
we know not what things shall befall us; whether prosperity, or adver
sity ; whether health, or sickness ; whether life, or death will be our 
portion, is to us all unknown. An impenetrable curtain conceals the 
future from oar eyes, so that we see no more than the immediate step 
we take from moment to moment. 

This uncertainty with respect to what may await us has ever been 

A SOURCE OF MISERY TO FALLEN AND FOOLISH .!IIEN. 

The Preacher voices this feeling for as : " The misery of man is great 
upon him. For he knoweth not that which shall be ; for who can tell 
him when it shall be ? " And again, " I hated all my labour which I 
had taken under the sun ; because I should leave it unto the man that 

VoL. LVIII. JANUARY, 1902. B 
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• shall be after me. And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man 
or a fool ? " Those whose hope is in the things of this life ho.ve 
nothing but vanity and vexation of spirit. Doomed often to see theh
wirnst schemes frustrated, and their dearest hopes blighted, with nothing 
satisfying in the present, and everything uncertain in the future, they 
are but in a miserable condition even here, without respect to the 
solemn hereafter that awaits them. Plagued with the uncertain nature
of the future, they have songht by various means to con.pel it to dis
close its secrets ; and thus have fallen a prily to designing impostors in 
every age, from the learned and pretentious astrologers of old, down to 
the fashionable pretender to palmistry, and the vulgar fortune-teller of 
modern days. All attempts to pry into the future, which God holds in 
His own hands, are unlawful, and strictly forbidden, as well as sternly 
denounced, in the Scriptures ; while they can only deceive and delude 
those who resort to them. They are not to be tampered with, even by 
way of amusement, or to gratify idle curiosity. Indulgence here is not 
only to lay one self open to be deceived, but is wickedness of a high 
degree-an abomination to the Lord. 

The uncertainty of all future events is far from being against the 
welfare of God's people ; rather it does them great service. It need not 
be even a source of any anxiety to them, for the things that are of the 
greatest importance to them are neither hidden nor uncertain, but 

REVEALED AND SURE. 

The covenant of grace, by which their lasting interests are secured, is 
neither fluctuating nor uncertain, but "ordered in all things and sure." 
Their God, in whom they trust, is not a fickle, but a faithful God. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, their Saviour, is "the same yesterday, and to
day, and for ever." The Holy Spirit, their Guide, Teacher and Oom
forter, remains unalterably true, and will ever discharge His covenant 
offices in and on their behalf. The heavenly home to which they arc 
travelling is reserved for them, while they are kept by the power of Goel 
unto salvation. And the road itself, though unknown by them, has 
been planned by infinite Love and Wisdom, and Divine faithfulness 
stands engaged to make every incident of_ the way minister to their re~l 
good and ultimate welfare. All that IS necessary for us to know 1s 
made known to us, and everything that is of importance to us is fixed 
and sure. 

But, besides this, our ignorance of the future is of 
REAL SERVICE TO US, 

and this in many ways. "Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof," 
said our Lord, when dissuading His disciples from projecting ·their 
thoughts into the future. He Himself foresaw all the trials and agonies 
through which He must pass to save His people, and reach His media
torial throne. He could bear the sight, but in mercy to our weakness 
the future is hidden from us, and our trials and sorrows come only 
daily. Tl:is prevents us being overwhelmed with them. Which of all 
of us, who have sojourned many years in this world, could have borne 
the trials through which we have already passed, if they had all been 
drawn up in grim array before us when we commenced our journey ? 
The hiding of the future from our view is a prime mercy to us, for 
which we should be devoutly grateful. 
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This oyder of ~hinge serves, too, to keep us living by .faith. We are 
m1.Lde sensible by 1t of our dependence on God, and kept with our eyes 
up unto Him. This greatly promotes our welfare. Proud nature 
desires to be independent, and would be self-sufficient. But grace 
teaches us far other lessons-it leads us into the school of humility, 
where we learn to be as little children, trusting in their heavenly 
Father's love, care, wisdom, power and faithfulness. Sweet is the life 
of faith, and glorifying to God. Is there any philosophy that will for 
a moment compare with the teaching of our gracious Saviour-" Be 
not anxions for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, etc.?" 
Enough for us that our heavenly Father knows all that is before us, 
has made provision for all our needs, has undertaken to be our Guide, 
and will never leave us, nor forsake us. " I lay my head to rest on the 
bosom of omnipotence," said Rutherford. The very uncertainty of the 
future is made a help to us, as it leads, or sometimes drives, us to trust 
in the Lord, under whose control are all the vicissitudes of life. 

It also, by the grace of God, teaches us to set our affections on things 
above. So long as we are in the body we shall be largely affected by 
those things which our senses discern. Hence natural objects exercise 
a great influence upon us, far more influence frequently than is good for 
our souls. But the uncertainty of every natural thing, however desir
able it may appear to us, helps to detach our affections from it-to 
prevent inordinancy. We look upon our earthly treasures with a fond 
eye at times, and our foolish hearts would grasp and hold them tightly. 
but we remember that we know not what shall happen to them or to us 
on the morrow, and this thought helps to correct our foolish over-fond
ness. But there is a land, where no uncertainties are known, and 
objects, upon which both mind_ and heart may fasten without fear of 
disappointment. To them we turn, and say, 

11 Here let me build, a.nd rest secure, 
Nor fea.r their loss, they a.ye endure," 

The uncertainty of circumstances, and our ignorance of what shall befall 
us, endear the things that are certain, and of which we have sure infor
mation ; and so we are led afresh to " seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God." 

Moreover, the fact that we know not what shall befall us, calls us to 
watchfulness. " Our loins should be girded about, and our lights burn
ing, and we like unto men that wait for their Lord, when He will return 
from the wedding; that when He-cometh and knocketh we may open 
unto Him immediately." Beyond doubt some will read this paper, who 
will not see the close of the year 1902. Perhaps it may be thus with 
the writer. Who knoweth? God only. Some it may be will read who 
have never "fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before them." 
Fellow sinner, life is very uncertain, death may be very near, What will 
become of you, if death overtake you outside of the only Refuge, Christ 
Jesus ? Fellow pilgrims, we know not the things that shall befall us 
this year, nor need we be anxious nbout them. Let our one aim be, by 
His grace, which shall be supplied according to promise, an-d in answer 
to prayer, to live upon, in, and to the glory of, our Lord Jesns Christ, 
and the Lord will perfect that which concerneth us. Then, come what 
ma.y come, all will be well. 
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<1Bipo~itortt faperff on tht (l£piS1tl~ to the ;jomtttrn. 
BY (THE LATE) G. w. SHEPHERD. 

No. 18.-CHA.PTER V. 13-17. 

IT will be convenient to pass over verse 12 fo1· the present, while we 
approach the consideration of one of those long parentheses which 

we often meet with in the writings of the Apostle Paul. Although 
somewhat of a digression, this parenthesis is nevertheless germane to the 
subject in hand ; we only change for a moment the point of observation 
and look at the blessings flowing from justification by faith, as illustrated 
in the two great federal heads of the human and spiritual families, 
ADAM and CHRIST. 

" (For until the law sin was in the world : but. sin is not imputed 
when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's 
transgression, who is the figure of Him that was to come. But not as 
the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many 
be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is 
by one man, Jesus Christ, bath abounded unto many. And not as it 
was by one that sinned, so is the gift; for the judgment was by one to 
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 
Fo1· if by one man's offence death reigned by one, much more they that 
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign 
in life by One, Jesus Christ.") 

Adam is declared to be" the figure of Him that was to come." He 
was the father of the whole human family, all mankind were created in 
him, and all have descended from him. Whatever obligations he was 
under as the cr!'ature of God, applied eqaally to his descendants, not 
only because they, like himself, are the creatures of God also, but on the 
ground of their federal relationship to him. Now it is not difficult to 
determine what the nature of that obligation must be. Suppose, for 
argument's sake, the circumstances cJuld be repeated in some locality 
subject to our own observation. Given that the all-wise and infinitely 
good and gracious Creator had formed by His sovereign power a being 
of intelligence and rational powers, placed him in a position, the sur
roundings of which were with peculiar wisdom and forethought adapted 
to his nature, and which he was capable of contemplating with rapture 
and enjoyment without interruption or hindrance. Suppose him, 
further, to be acquainted with his Maker, and conscious of his indebted
ness to the Author of his existence and his happiness. What in such a 
case would be the duty of such a creature toward3 God ? Could it be 
less than, in the language of the written law, to love Him with all his 
heart, soul, mind, and strength, end express this love by undeviating 
obedience and undivided service? And this, in substance, was Adam's 
position, the responsibilities of which are inherited by his posterity. 
The covenant of works and the law of works are simply terms by which 
thii, obligation to perfect obedience is described. 

But there is another public head, a second Adam, to be considered. 
The Lord Jesus Christ was typified by our first parent in this respect. 
He, too, has a seed, a family, on which account He is called, "The 
everlastiog Father." As the whole human race were naturally compre-
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bended in Adam, so were the whole elect Church in Christ. He was 
"set up from everlasting, or ever the earth was," '' the beginning of the 
creation of God, the firstborn of every creature." And the Church was 
predestinated to be conformed to His likeness, that He might be " the 
firstborn among many brethrPn," They were hid with Christ in God; 
and as Adam, in the day that he was created carried all mankind in his 
loins, so Christ., in His primeval glory, comprehended the spiritual life 
of all His people in His complex Person. In this capacity He was re
garded by the covenant of eternal love as the responsible Head 
of His mystical body, and all tl:e arrangements of that covenant 
were based upon that relationship and union of Hi"! people to Him
self. They were loved in Christ, chosen in Christ, adopted in Christ, 
and blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ. The mind of the 
Father never contemplated the Church out of Christ, but in all the 
blessings flowing from everlasting love and eternal election, viewed His 
chosen as they stand in the headship of the Mediator, through the pre
determined assumption of human nature by the Divine Person who 
bears that office. 

Now it is the object of the apostle to show that the act of each of 
these representative heads extended to their respective seeds or fa,milies, 
so that as many as are related to Adam are ruined by his fall, and as 
many as are related to Christ are saved and justified by His blood and 
righteousness. "By one man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." This 
is . an emphatic statement of the doctrine usually called that of 
" Original Sin," by which is meant that all men sinned in the one sin 
of their progenitor, and that justification by the works of the law wa.s 
then and there put an end to for all persons and for all time. From 
that moment it became impossible for a righteous law to justify either 
Adam himself, or any of his posterity, on the ground of tb.eir own 
conformity to it. In the possession of a corrup; nature, every man is 
an illustration of this sad truth, both to himeelf and to others. But the 
proof of it, on which the apostle relies, and which defies contradiction, 
is the universal reign of death. 

Death can reign only where sin exists. The fact that a person dies, 
therefore, proves him to have been a sinner. And ofcen death reigns 
over those who have not sinned after the similitude of Adam's tran~
gression, that is to say, have not committed ac,ual sin; in other words, 
over those who die in infancy, before they have committed sin as A.dam 
committed it ; it follows, therefore, that they have committed sin in 
him. For, if they could not die unless they had sinned, and it is 
admitted that they have not sinned personally, then their dying proves 
that they sinned originally in Adam's transgression. 

Another important fact also is proved by the same process of reason
ing, and that is, that the law of God, requiring obedience and 
condemning tLe guilty, existed before it was committed to writing by 
the hand of Moses. That this must have been so will appear upon 
reflection to any thinking mind. There are, doubtless, barbarous 
regions where the rules of arithmetic have never been heard of; but two 
and two are four in those localities as really as within the precincts of 
an university. The illiterate labourer who carries the hod up a ladder 
may be entirely ignorant of the law of gravitation, but he is subject to 



10 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

it, nevertheless, since, if he fall off the scaffolding he must come to the 
ground; and if he knew as much about the law ns Newton did, his 
knowledge would not ease his fall, or set his broken limbs. In like 
manner the moral law of right and wrong does not depend upon know
ledge or revelation for its existence and operation. 'l'he apostle proves 
this by the fact that death reigned from Adam to Moses. lt is self
evident that sin cannot be charged where there is no law ; for sin is the 
transgression of the law. But the fact& are that men died when, as yet, 
no written code of law had been promulgated; therefore they were 
sinners, and therefore the law did exist, notwithstanding that it was not 
revealed in writing. On the whole, then, it appears that all mankind 
became subject to the law in Adam; that all sinned in him, and came 
under its condemnation ; that all are, therefore, by nature "without 
strength" to effect their own deliverance from its curse. The only way 
of salvation is by thel appearance of the second Adam, who, by virtue 
of His relationship to His people, is qualified to take their place ; and 
who, being made under the law, rendered the re<luired obedience, and 
by His death endured the whole penalty of their srns. 

But the apostle is precise and particular. He points out, first, that 
the evil comes in a natural way to Adam's seed: ·• Through the offence 
of one many be dead," whereas the benefits of Christ's headship are a 
free gift, called" the grace of God," and "the gift by grace." The evil 
is transmitted, the good is imputed. Secondly, the gifL of grace so 
abounds over the offence, that Christ does not simply restore the lost 
righteousness of Adam, but brings in an everlasting one in place of it ; 
does not merely reproduce the " status quo " that existed before the fall, 
but communicates a life, a righteousness, a standing, a relationship. to 
God, which never was included in the headship of Adam, and to which 
his obedience, or that of his posterity, could never have given a title. 
A third point of contrast is given in verse 16 : •• Not as it was by 01;1e 
that sinned, so is the gift," &c. In this verse it is shown that one srn 
sufficed to "bring judgment upon all men; " but "the free gift is of 
many offences unto justification;" meaning that the righteousness of 
Christ covers, not only that one offence, but many; that He died, ~ot 
only for the original sin of His people, but for all their other sms 
as well. 

In the 17th verse we have a most glorious and soul-reviving infer
ence drawn from these considerations : "If by one man's offence death 
reigned by one, MUCH MORE they which receive abundance of grace and 
the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ." In 
verse 15, the gift of grace is said to have" abounded unto many." We 
have already remarked on that phrase; but in the verse before us, where 
the seed of Christ are said to receive •· abundance of grace and the gift 
of righteousness," some further remarks seem called for. What is meant 
by "abundance 7" Literally, the word signifies more than enough; a 
surplus; that which remains. In this instance it suggests the super
excellence of the ,merit of Christ over and above the sin of Adam. If 
His death had simply placeci. things as they were; restored the right
eousness that Adam lost, and the life which Adam forfeited, that would 
have been a bare counterpoise to the evil. The "abundance,"' therefore, 
comprises all the benefits which arise from the headship of Obrist, 
beyond those which were lost in the fall. Whali is the extent of thit; 
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abundance? The apostle again says," mueh more." As much more as the 
one ~ead transcends the other _in the glory of His complex Person, and 
the immeasurable value of His work. As much more as everlastingly 
perfect righteousness exceeds that which hangs on the precarious con
tingency of creature obedience, as " the righteousness of tl-od " outshines 
that of man. As much more as the spiritual privileges of a child are 
higher thun the highest condition possible, even to a perfect earthly 
state; as much more as the eternal felicities of heaven outweigh the lost 
happiness of the garden of Eden. Does death reign as a powerful 
monarch over all Adam's children? Yet Lhrough this "abundance of 
grace and gift of righteousness," the seed of Christ shall reign over him, 
"shall reign in life by one, Christ Jesus." The word reign implies 
elevation above some things or persons in subjection. So reigning in 
life means that the saints shall have sin, death, and the grave, with all 
the accompaniments of mortality under their feet; living in the life, the 
eternal life merited by a Saviour's righteousness. 

Here we might insert another "Selah." For this paragraph, like 
its predec£:ssor, is a little "Body of Divinity" in itself, showing alike 
the source and consequences of sin, and the source, grounds, character, 
and ultimate results of salvation by the free and sovereign grace of God. 
Another testimony to the often repeated doctrine of God's Word, Lhat 
while sin and ruin is of man himself, '' salvation is of the Lord." And 
this sentiment very appropriately forms the conclusion of this remarkable 
and beautiful passage. 

AS THE YEARS GO BY. 
BY THOMAS HENSON. 

"We take no note of time, but from its loss, 
To give it then a. tongue, is wise in man." 

" WE spend our years as a tale that is told ; " as we look forward for 
them, they seem so far away, and long; as we look backward 

for them, they seem to have come and gone like a " thought in the 
mind," yea, as a "fleeting breath." To "redeem the time" is a Divine 
precept. How little we think of moments-or of hours I " The man 
is yet unborn, who duly weighs an hour." In early life we spend our 
years like thoughtless spendthrifts. In old age we regret that we have 
lost so much wealth of time. Listen to an old poet :-

" Youth is not rich in time; it may be poor, 
Part with it a.s with money, spa.ring; pay 

No moment but in purchase of its worth; 
And what its worth? a.sk deathbeds, they can tell," 

1901 has been an eventful yea1·, and it is likely to leave a heavy 
legacy to its successor, not of joy, but of sorrow. Death and disease 
have been busy in palace, mansion, and cottage ; and many a home wi~l 
have an empty chair in the coming festivities. Nationally, the year 1s 
closing under a heavy cloud which is gloomily portentous for the next. 
Morally, sin and crime have blurred and stained human life, and evil 
influences flaunt themselves on every hand. Religiously, the kingdom 
of Christ has a chequered report. There have been victories, but the 
forces of opposition have become more numerous and subtle. The 
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enemy has adopted new t,actics. Instruments-semi-religious and 
refined-Rre employed against the truth of God. The citizens may well 
cry, "Awake, awake, 0 arm of the Lord." 

Perhaps that retrospective view may prompt a very old question, 
"Watchman, what of the night?" Well, through the gloom there 
cometh an answer; the watchman saith, "The morning cometh." 
Morning is ever the daughter of the night, and in the darkest hour, 
amid the billows and waves of storm and tempest, ONE walketh on the 
sea towards the driven ship. 

" Hope is a better companion than fear ; " so says the poet. With 
" Mr. Greatheart '' to lead us, and with brother " Hopeful ., as our 
bosom companion, we need not fear though the year should set sunless. 
Old Sol will still be in his place waiting for his moment to shine on the 
new year, and the Sun of Righteousness will be near the trusting heart 
to give light on the spiritual highway. Jn the passing of the years God 
has graciously revealed Himself by nrnny glorious names which are 
sweetly seasonable to His people's needs. Abraham was the father of 
many similar Abrahams, who like him have their Mount " Moria.h " 
trials; but God is ever " J EH0V AH-J IREH " to them-seeing and 
providing. Do the years in their passage shake you to the very centre 
of your soul with tbe tremors of mortality ? The great I AM is c~ose 
at hand to crown you witb unfading immortality. If some terrible 
spiritual Amalek obstructs the way of Christ's spiritual Israel, the 
heavenly Joshua-JEsus-is at hand to discomfit him, and" JEHOVAH 
Nrssr" is our banner. Divine names are many, to suit the present ne~d 
of the passing years. "They that know His name will put their trust m 
H . " llll, 

_ The years, as they pass, become fading memories ; _but hope re_mains 
with us, because God, who ha~ no fleeting years, is with us. It is the 
Godless who are hopeless. Hope is not born of the years: it is bor~ of 
God. Time is an interval-an interregnum-in the circle of etermty, 
years are steps of time, over which we pass, but never return, because 
they land us in ETERNITY. Hope is the heavenly servant of time, 
stimulating the soul to patient perseverance. 

That was a pertinent quEstion which Pharoah put to Jacob, ''. How 
old art t_hou?" Many a disciple to-day, could answer that 9uest10n ~ 
Jacob did," Few and evil have the days of the years of my hfe been; 
but the glorious hope they posse,s looks beyond these " evil years" to 
the yearless eternity of fulness of perfect joy in Christ Jesus. 0 how 
bright the passing years are when Christ is the light of them ! "~od 
has been my Father these forty years," said a poor old tottenng 
octogenarian to me one bitter cold day in the winter of 1860. "These 
forty years." What a story they might tell I 

Hope is a twin with holy resolution. The end of the year, like the 
end of a road, brings us to the opening of a new one. Like Janus, we 
look backwards, and, like Janus we at the same moment look f?rward. 
Looking backwards we see the rocks and hills, the mountarns and 
valleye, the lights and shades, the clouds and sunshines, the weals 
and the woes, the joys and the sorrows through which we have co1;11e, 
and we gladly say, "Hitherto the Lord bath helped us." But lookrng 
for~ard, we see a vista-long, hazy, and dark. We cannot define any 
of its features; we say, Lord, we have not been this way before. No, 
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we have ~ot been this way b~fore. It may be st_raight, or it may be 
crooked ; 1t may be rough, or 1t may be smooth ; 1t may be sweet or it 
may be bitter; it may be more restful, or it may be more conf!i~tive; 
it may be full of the sunshine of God's face, or it may be one long, deep 
valley of the shadow of death ; but, 0 blessen, thrice blessed truth, the 
same hand that brought us to its opening will lead us through it ; the 
same pillar of cloud will still lead on-the same pillar of fire will still 
follow ; the same strong wing will cover us. And, though He lead us 
by a way we know not, He knows it, and cannot err therein, and we are 
sure that He will lead us to the city of habitations ; His message there
fore is, "Go forward;" streng-th shall be given according to thy day ; 
and grace shall be increasingly sufficient, even as thy increasing needs, 
until the years shall cease to go by. 

ABUNDAN:T ENTRANCE. 

(2 Peter i. 11). 

( Suggested by an Ocean Pa.~sage), 

BY FRED HODDER. 

I'M a _pilgrim and a stranger here, as all my fathers were, 
Beset by storms and dangers, and every hurtful snare ; 
I look toward the haven, the port is full in view, 
Give abundant entrance, Lord, when _I bid this world adieu. 

I would not, Lord, be driven in a helpless shattered bark, 
With moon obscured and stars ~edimmed, the night so cold and d,irk ; 
But standing on the deck of time, with prospects bright and clear, 
Abundant entrance give me, Lord, and take away all fear .. 

Not barely saved from shipwreck, Lord, would l desire to be, 
For Thou hast saved, and Thou dost save ; yea, most abundantly; 
The fragrant perfumes off the hills, of frankincense and myrrh, 
Already greet the tempest-tossed, yet heaven-bound traveller. 

Then when things terrestrial recede from earthly view, 
And loved ones wave with streaming eyes, a sad, but last adieu : 
May the pilot's presence re-assure that danger now is past, 
And as I reach the heavenly shore, receive my soul at last. 

No more sorrow, no more sin, no more tempestuous sea, 
For death has lost its poignant sting, the grave its victory ; 
· All tears for ever wiped away by Father's tender hand, 
Saved by His wondrous grace, in His righteousness I stand. 

'Twas nought but God's eternal love, that gave my soul a place, 
Ere time began, or man was formed, in the covenant of grace ; 
"Not unto us, not unto us" will be the glad refrain, 
But unto Him, the Anointed Lamb, from earth's foundation slain. 

Kept by His power, through living faith, I worship at His throne, 
Witness of His unchanging love, all merit I disown ; 
Clothed in His righteousness, I'll stand at last in Christ complete, 
Without a tipot or wrinkle, for the inheritance made meet. 

"OHRISTIAN, • • • your Saviour is pleading for you. He is still 
the prayino- Christ His prayers rise like a fountain for us through the 
endless day. Our intercessions rise awl pause, Hill go on."-F. Hrtrper. 

C 
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

Feathered Folk. No. 1.-Albatrosses and other Aquatic Birds. 

AMONG all the tribes of sea-birds the largest, and most remarkable 
feathered folk are the Albatrosses, whose wings are furnished 

with a large number of quills, and when expanded will sometimes 
measure as m'Uch as fifteen feet from wing to wing. 

The Albatross has a beak nearly as long as its head, and it is 
capable of very long and rapid flight. A captain, who watched them 
on the Antartic Ocean, describes the gracefulness and ease with which 
they swept along within a few yards of the ship, every part of their 
body steady, only the eye and head slowly turning as if taking stock of 
everything. He declared that he had sometimes watched one for more 
than an hour, sailing and wheeling about in all directions, without 
noticing any movement in its wings. This "sailing," however, is only 
possible in fine weather; in storm and rain they must use their wings 
pretty often to propel them onwards. Stormy petrels never sail, some 
other sea birds do so occasionally for a short time, but the immense 
sweep of the Albatross's wings, the weight of its body being from 
fifteen to seventeen pounds, and its construction generally, enable it 
as before stated, to eail for a long while. It used to be supposed that 
it slept upon the wing, and it was looked upon as a bird of good omen 
which it was unfortunate to kill. 

Petrels are divided into two kinds, _fl,ying and diving birds. The 
,iivers have ~hort wings, and no hind toe; while theflyin,Q ones have a 
hind toe, and iong wings, which enable them to traverse long distances 
very rapidly. The divers fly hurriedly a little way, then dive into the 
sea after their prey, and still flying, emerge again; they also swim with 
their tails down in the water, generally fishing in pairs, or singly. They 
do not make regular nests, but have burrows on the dry banks, where 
the soil can be easily penetrated, and there they prepare their nest
chambers, and lay their eggs. They often follow ships, and on dark 
nighte (especially when snow is on the deck) alight on board. The 
ff,ying petrels are much more abundant, and these _skim the billows very 
lightly, their legs often hanging down and touchmg the waters as they 
fly. These nest in out of the way places among rocks and boulders, the 
birds for the most part hiding out of sight in their deep recesses ; but 
generally when not nesting they are met with out at sea a long way from 
shore. 

Sea gulls are of various kinds. Ove variety fonnd in India 
frequents the larger rivers, and the birds associate in flocks of from 
twenty to fifty. Some gulls, like the Skuas, are very ravenous and 
fierce, not only destroying many fishe~, but also pursuing other sea birds, 
eating their eggs, and killing their young ones. Many of the species of 
gull, however, are peaceful, harmless creatures, feeding chiefly on small 
living fishes, or occasionally on large dead ones, and in winter and 
spring many tra~el over ploughed fields searching for worms, grubs, 
and insects, which would destroy the growing crops if the birds did not 
render their timely aid. 

Sea Swallows, or Terns, like some of the gulls, are found in Europe, 
and visit our own shores, flitting gracefully over the water, dipping 
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down every now and then with a gentle splash after something their 
quick eyes have detected beneath the snr~ace ; but in the Tropics they 
abound in almost incredible numbers. A visit to Ascension Island bas 
been described, where thousands upon thousands of them were found• 
some nesting, some returning from the sea, grown-up birds, nestlings' 
and eggs innumerable (the latter often simply laid on the ground, but 
watched over by the parent), produced a most wonderful and lively 
impression on the visitor's mind, who felt he could not kill one of the 
beautiful creatures in dark and white plumage which hovered in such 
multitudes around him. 

Gannets are something like gulls in appearance when on the wing ; 
one species abounds in Scotland. It is said that more than 20,000 have 
annually visited Bass Rock, coming about March, and leaving us for 
warmer shores in the late autumn. They are good sized birds, weighing 
about seven pounds, and when full grown the plumage is nearly all 
white, the flying flocks looking from a distance like a snowstorm. They 
are very fond of herrings, and their presence often betokens to the 
fishermen that a shoal of these fishes is near. They obta.in their prey 
by suddenly pouncing down upon it from above, " entering the sea 
amidst a cloud of spray." An amusing story is told of a gannet. 
Attracted by the sight and smell of a herring fastened to a board in the 
process of curing, mistaking, or miscalculating, the difference between 
the yielding water and the unyielding wood, the poor bird came down 
with full force on the herring ; his bill went through the wood, but the 
shock was too great for him, he could not withdraw his bill, and so 
paid the penalty with his life. 

Well, we must leave the other feathered folk who dive and fly, till a 
more convenient season, but hope to return to the subject again and 
again through the present year. Doubtless they all have their appointed 
place in the world-wide government of the great Creator, and whether 
they charm us with the beauty of their plumage, the sweetness of their 
song, or the gracefulness of their motions, we would admire the 
Providenc& which sustains and cares for all. 

God's works are all wonderful, but the mo~t wonderful is that 
redemption which saves and rescues poor sinnners such as we, and this-

" Sh&.11 live when night he.s quenched the pole, 
And hee.ven is e.11 depe.rted like e. scroll ; 
Then this, God's greatest work, and ' They who she.re 
That hope,' which ce.n alone exclude despair, 
Shall live, exempt from weakness and decay, 
The brightest wonders of an endless de.y." 

May we experience that blessedness.-Amen. 

HEAVENLY EARNESTS.-" As the odours and sweet smells of Arabia 
are carried by the winds and air into the neighbouring provinces, so 
that, before travellers come thither they have the scent of that aromatic 
country ; so the joys of heaven are by the sweet breathings and gales of 
the Holv Ghost blown into the hearts of believers, and the sweet smells 
of the t~pper paradise are conveyed into the gardens of the Churches. 
Those joys which are stirred up in us by the Spirit before we get to 
heaven are a pledge of what we may expect hereafter."-T. Jlfanton. 
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THE WHOLESOME DOCTRINE OF ELECTION. 

" WE shall never feel persuaded as we ought that our salvation flows 
from the free mercy of God as its fountain, until we are made 

acquainten with His eternal election, the grace of God being illustrated 
by the contrast-viz., that He does not adopt promiscuously to the hope 
of salvation, but gives to some what He withholds from others. It is 
plain how greatly ignorance of this principle detracts from the glory of 
God, and impairs true humility. But though thus necessary to be 
known, Paul declares that it cannot be known unless God, throwing 
works entirely out of view, elect those whom He has predestined. His 
words are, ' Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then it is no more 
of works : otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, 
then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work' (Rom. xi. 
6). If to make it appear that our salvation flows entirely from the good 
mercy of God, we must be carried back to the origin ~f election, then 
those who would extinguish it, wickedly do as much as in them lies to 
-obscure what they ought most loudly to extol, and pluck up humility by 
the very roots. Paul clearly de:lares that it is only when the salvation 
of a remnant is ascribed to gratuitous election, we arrive at the know
ledge that God saves whom He wills of His mere good pleasure, and does 
not pay a debt, a debt which can never be due. Those who preclude 
access, and would not have anyone to obtain a taste of this doctrine. are 
equally unjust to God and men, there being no other means of humbling 
us as we ought, or making us feel how much we are bound to Him. 
Nor, indeed, have we elsewhere any sure ground of confidence. This we 
say on the authority of Christ, who, to deliver us from all fear, and 
render us invincible amid our many dangers, snares, and mortal conflicts, 
promises safety to all that the Father bath taken under His protection 
(-John x. 29). From this we infer, that all who know not that they are 
the peculiar people of God, must be wretched from perpetual trepidation, 
and that those, therefore, who, by overlooking the three advantages 
which we have noted, would destroy the very foundation of our safety, 
consult ill for themselves and all the faithful. What? Do we not here 
find the very origin of the Church, which, as Bernard rightly teaches 
(Serm. in Cantic. ), could not be found or recognised among the creatures. 
because it lies hid (in both cases wondrously) within the lap of blessed 
predestinat\on, and the mass of wretched con!1~mn_ation ~ . .. . 
Scripture 111 the school of the Holy Spmt, m which as nothmg 
useful or necessary to be known is omitted, so nothing is taught but what 
is of importance to know. Everything, therefo: e, delivered in Scripture 
-on the subject of predestination, we must beware of keeping from the 
faithful lest we seem either maliciously to deprive them of the blessing 
of God, or to accuse and scoff at the Spirit, as having divulged what 
-ought on any account to be suppressed. Let us, 1 say, allow the 
Christian to unlock his mind and ears to all the words of God which 
are addressed to him, provided he do it with this moderation-viz., that 
when the Lord shuts His sacred mouth, he also desists from inquiry. 
The best rule of sobriety is, not only in learning to follow wherever God 
leads, but also when He makes an end of teaching, to cease also from 
wishing to be wise."-J. Calvin. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

"Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and 
honour, and power, and might. be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen."
Rev. vii. 12. 

'
lTE sLill linger within measurable distance of the " City of God, the 
if heavenly Jerusalem." Weare still thinking of "the innumerable 

company of angels ; " and love to dwell on "the general assembly 
and Church of the first-born which are enrolled in heaven." What 
acclamations of joy will be there, when all the children of God meet 
together ! How will the heavens echo, when the bride, the Lamb's wife, 
shall come to dwell in the mansions prepared for her reception! When 
the Chu·rch, redeemed by precious blood, and sanctified by truth, and 
perfected by grace, shall enter into the fulness and joy and pleasures for 
evermore ; when they shall behold the unfading beauties of their Lord, 
and see the streams of Divine glory, and admire the heights of sovereign 
grace! Such joy I such blessedness is indescribable I One thing we 
fully anticipate, and that is not only to listen, but to join in the grand 
anthem of praise. The worshipping company, rise from their prostra
tion, and unite in rapturous song-in a wonderful sevenfold anthem of 
loftiest praises to the enthroned Jesus, King of kings, and Lord of lords. 
Their song is like the voice of many waters; the subject-salvation ! 
Burnham caught the inspiration of this anthem: -

" Burst in everlasting praises ; 
Chant in most melodious strains :

Traverse the celestial country, 
Ride in triumph o'er the pie.ins. 

Hark I my soul; they're sweetly singing ; 
Wha.t a. wondrous happy throng I 

Oh I what sounds of hallelujahs 
Echo in the noble song." 

I have already hinted that our subject is that of a sevenfold anthem 
of praise. I may say that the heavenly anthem has seven parts, beauti
fully complete, and harmoniously arranged; there! is variety, yet perfect 
unity. Under these considerations we cannot do better than examine 
each part separately, after which we may put them together, and join 
the universal Amen of all the myriads of holy songsters. 

THE ANTHEM AND ITS PARrs. 
The first part is that of BLESSING. In the common language of men, 

to bless is to desire happiness and prosperity ; h also implies that the 
person is respected and honoured. To bless God is to ascribe to Him 
the deepest, purest, and very best expressions which can flow out of a 
full heart of love and gratitude. So here the word blessing expresses 
the universal desire on the part of redeemed men, that all honour, praise, 
and power-the highest possible adoration-shall be fully rendered to 
God and the Lamb. In this all who have felt the great love, tender 
mercy, and magnitude of redemption will be most willing. to join, and 
for ever bless the God of their salvation, and the Lamb slam, by whose 
blood they are cleansed. 

The second part is that of GLORY. This word appears to me to be 
a higher ascription of praise than the word honour. Here it is meant 
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to convey the very ,highest expression of praise; indeed, no human 
language C!l.n fully express anything like the full meaning of the word. 
Our prernnt conceptions are inadequate, far too limited to conceive the 
ineffable glory ascribed to God and the Lamb, by the countless number 
who stand before the throne, and are engaged in this grand occupation 
day and night. How very true it is that the heart of man cannot con
ceive even a part of the ascription of praise rendered by heart and voice 
to God l 

The third part is that of WISDOM. We are not surprised that our 
Divine Lord should be esteemed as eminently wise, because He has 
ability to choose the best ends and the best means to accomplish them, 
and for this reason : " In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge." In this word Wisdom, you discover that all God's dealings 
in providence and grace were wisely ordered; all the circumstances and 
experiences were not intended, but really did work together for good; and 
the redeemed attribute all their enjoyment, and abounding happiness to 
the wisdom which made no mistakes in their cases. This will be 
acknowledged with praise by all of us when we join the company on 
high and the grand song of the eternally saved. 

The fourth part is that of THANKSGIVING. Everybody knows 
that this is the act of giving thanks. It is intended here to suggest 
the idea of public acknowledgment of Divine mercy, goodness, and 
favour. This takes in the whole of life's experience, both what wt: 
call temporal and spiritual. It includes the stupendous acts of grace, 
the manifestations of love, the gracLons experience of God's infinite pity; 
help, and guidance. This is fully realized by those in the paradise of 
God. It forms an important part of their song. 

The fifth part is that of HoNOUB. This part of the heavenly anthem 
seems dev-oted to a particular part of our Lord's work, and is intended to 
convey to us that He should be highly esteemed, and greatly honoured 
for the marvellous display of His grace in salvation ; especiall~ His love 
in laying down Hi~ life" a ransom for many." In such sentiments we 
heartily concur, and unite in the.words of Dr. Watts:-

" Jesus is worthy to receive 
Honour a.nd pow'r divine; 

And blessings more tha.n we ca.n give, 
Be, Lord, for ever Thine." 

The sixth part is that of POWER. This suggests to us the idea 
of our Lord's authority to rule over an things. In other words, it is an 
ascription of praise to our Lord in His universal dominion, and an 
acknowledgment of His vast possessions, the grand reward . of H_is 
mediatorial work of eternal redemption. This power must contmue till 
all enemies be subdued, and death itself destroyed ; then the glad song 
shall be heard, " It is done," and the keynote of the anthem given, and 
all voices strike up the praises of heaven's glorious King and imperial 
Monarch. 

The seventh part is that of MIGHT. This part reminds us of 01;1r 
Lord's ability to accomplish His purposes. This is fully manifested m 
II_is victory over the Arch-enemy of mankind, His ab~lute control ov~r 
wmds, storms, diseases, and death. So by the glorious power of His 
might we are not only delivered from sin, but shall be saved to eternal 
glorification. It is by that might we are sustained and kept daily. By 
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that g!orious might we sh~ll triumph ?Ver all_, and join the great anthem 
of praise to Jesus our mighty Captam, glonous Leader, and Prince of 
Peace. 

We have only space to say that, having briefly and imperfectly 
examined the parts of this anthem, we would like to view it as a whole, 
i.e., in its completeness and perfection. In doing so, I would say that the 
sevenfold anthem becomes a sevenfold Doxology. Every part contri
butes to this, and each part is an expression of devout gratitude, of the 
pure, deep feelings of soul. We would not forget that those in the 
future life are well qualified and fitted thus to render unceasing and 
uninterrupted praise to God and the Lamb, for His wonderful acts to the 
children of men. They now understand the wonders of redemption, 
th.e triumphs of grace, the efficiency of atoning blood, and the super
abounding love of Christ their Lord. Thus sharing in the glory of His 
kingdom, and the beauties of the King, they feel the joy unspeakable, 
and the glory that excelleth. Thus this Doxology is the expression of 
their profound gratitude and deep affection to God, to which we attach 
the universal affirmation of "Amen." So let it be throughout the 
ages of ages ! 

67, Endwell Road, S.E. 

"SPIRITUAL FRUITFULNESS." 

IN declaring that wonderful contrast between the works of the flesh 
and the fruit of the Spirit, in Gal. v. 19-23, the great apostle is 

led to give in detail the peculiar characteristics of each ; and when we 
look,at the lengthy catalogue given, it solemnly proves that out of the 
heart by nature can come no good thing ; but only such as are abhorrent 
and hateful to the just and holy God, who is described in His Word as a 
Spirit, and as Love. It is apparent then that all spiritual fruitfulness 
is the result of Divine power, for on the one hand we get the works of 
the flesh, by which no man can inherit eternal life ; and on the other 
the operation of the Holy Spirit within us, bringing forth fruits accept
able and well-pleasing unto God. What these fruits are may be briefly 
summed up in the words of the apostle : " Love, joy, peace, long
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law,'' while the works of the flesh are of such a 
character as to bring the sinner under the righteous and just condem
nation of God. Again the apostle shows in Eph. v. 9, that" the fruit 
of the Spirit is in all goodness, and righteousness, and truth," and is the 
result of the life of those who were sometimes darkness, but now are 
lignt in the Lord, and walk as children of light. 

This spiritual fruitfulness being then the result of Divine power, ~he 
right and prerogative of God alone, is made manifest in our union with 
Christ, who is the fountain of life and grace, according as we read 
Phil. i., where the Apostle commending the Church, prays that they 
may abound in love, knowledge, and judgment; being filled with the 
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ unto the glory and 
power of God. How very sweetly does our Lord set this forth under 
the symbol of t~e Vine, in John xv., while He d~cl~res ~hat t~e braJ?,ch 
is the fruit-bearmg part, when, and only when, it 1s umted with Him-
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self. How frequently under the similitude of trees do we find the 
children of God spoken of in His Word. Psa. i. 3, and Jer. xvii. 7, 8, 
tell us that " he is like a tree planted by the waters," and in Solomon's 
~ong they are compared to "fair trees in a garden enclosed," and like 
"a watered garden ; " while the wise man tells us again in Prov. xi. 30, 
that •· the fruit of the righteous is a tree of life." The Psalmist, too, 
speaks of him as a "palm tree, planted in the house of the Lord" 
(Psa. xc. 2.) 

Such then is the beauty and worth of the Christian character. 
Christ's trees are of almost endless variety, and all are trees of righteous
ness, the planting of the Lord. But they bear different fruits ; for as in 
nature, so in grace. Fruitful trees are the delight and satisfaction of 
their owners, and nothing gives greater pleasure than to walk among 
them in garden or orchard, and note the promise of a luxuriant crop that 
each year attends their labours. Thus the Lord Jesus, as the keeper 
of the vineyard, comes into His garden, and looks for the fruit, and is', 
glorified thereby. Fruitfulness is the evidence of life, and the sign of 
its vigour. It is the final effort of the tree, and should be its greatest 
glory and fullest perfection. The sanctified child of God bas his fruit 
unto holiness, and where holiness is there should be much happiness. 
He is a standing witness of the sweetness -and efficacy of Divine grace, 
both to the professing Christian Church, and the world at large. But 
spiritual fruitfulness is better measured by quality than quantity ; it is 
not so much the amount of work done, as so much true grace working 
within and flowing without. It is not always the quantity of fruit on 
the tree that makes it valueable, but rather the quality that is con· 
spicuons for its sweetness, beauty and worth. 

The fruits of the Spirit-apart from those mentioned in Gal. v.
whicb are made manifest in the living child of God, are many, and of 
real and vital importance. They may be summarised as " fruits meet 
for repentance" (Matt. iii. 7-12 ); "the fruit of the lips" (Heb. xiii. 15, 
and Isa. lvii. 9); "the1liberality of the saints"(Rom. xvi. 26; Phil i. 11.) : 
'' the faith of the saints" (Col. i. 2 6); "fruit unto holiness" (Rom. vi. 22 
and vii. 4) ; besides many others. But as we have already shown, _the 
measure of fruit-bearing differs greatly. Our Lord in His beautiful 
parable of the sower, shows how some received the seed into good 
ground, or hearts prepared by the Holy Ghost, and brought forth fruit, 
some thirty, some sixty, and some a hundredfold. And again in John 
xv. there are three degrees spoken of; there are those who bear "fruit," 
(verse 2), '' more fruit'' (verse 2), and" much fruit," (verse 8;. In other 
parts of 'His blessed Word we read that believers should be " fruitful in 
every good work"-" always abounding in the work of the Lord," 
"They shall bring forth fruit (or as we read in one Version, 'more 
fruit' ) in old age." In all these does the believer appear like a tree 
laden with golden fruit, and may it ever be our desire to be thus beheld 
by the great Master of the Vineyard. 

The child of God as a tree planted by the waters has been.already 
noticed ; and it is from the Water of Life that he draws nourishment 
and strength, which aided by the warmth of Divine sunshine, cause him 
to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. Believers should be careful to 
use every means to promote fruitfulness. " Every tree is known by his 
fruit" (Luke vi. 44, 45). Every obstacle that binders or pre.,.,~nts 
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spiritual growth should be diligently removed out of the way (Isairrh v. 
~,12.) A close atte_n~ance upon the means of grace, whether in pnhlic or 
m private ; the diligent study of the Word of God ; the storina of the 
mind with sanctified wisdom ; the cherishing of the buddin,.,crs and 
beginnings of spiritual desires ; the improving of God's wi~e and 
gracious prunings (John xv. 2), and above all, the abiding in Christ, 
and seeking fruit from Him, is the surest way to obtain Lhe "Well 
done I "of our beloved Lord. ALBERT VINE. 

October, 1901. 

"HITHERTO.'' 
BY PASTOR E. WHITE, OF WGOLWICH. 

"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."-1 Sam. vii. 12. 

THE review of the past fills the heart with gratitude : every waymark 
has a voice to awaken praise to Him who has brought us thus far 

on life's journey : it enkindles hope for the future. These stones of 
help which we have reared, are stepping- stones to higher and nobler 
efforts than have as yet been achieved. These are the lessons we would 
gather. Let u., note in this instance, 

DIFFICULTIES OVERCOME. 
If there were no conflicts there would be no monuments of victory reared. 
It ill, where we have fought and won the battle, we set op a token of our 
thanksgiving to our God; as one dear old saint said to the writer," If 
the children of Israel had not had some rough stones to walk over, they 
would not have found any to set up their Ebenezer with." Difficultits 
stimulate courage; they prove the genuineness of our faith, and they 
give us a retrospective experience which is very valuable; we 
look upon these stones of help, and it nerves our arm to fresh conflicts ; 
we gird on our armour with renewed courage, and present a dauntless 
front to the foe .. Every weary pilgrim on heaven's way coming to one 
of these waymarks breasts the hill before him with better heart ; where 
other footsteps have trod he will endeavour to plant his feet, until he 
reaches the summit, and stands upon the " Mount of God, with sunlight 
in his soul." "Hitherto" is not written in anyone's history without 
tears, conflict, and much hard toil. Every step forward has been hardly 
won with many a prayer, and ofttimes a weary heart. 

DEPENDENCE ACKNOWbEDGED. 
The servant of God who has the most marvellous history, takes no 

praISe to himself. It is the Lord's doing, and it is to Him the glory is 
due. He who labours more abundantly than they all, writes at the end 
of bis lifework, "Yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me." 
The Lord is pleased to unite His almighty aid to our poor efforts, _an_d 
thus it is it comes to pass that there are stones of help reared ; but 1t 1s 
His name which is inscribed upon them all ; His tender gracious near
ness has been the source of strength ; His unfailing help has supported, 
or no " Hitherto " would have been written. Instead of a fair column, 
erect and whole, studding the path we have trod here and there, there 
would have been broken pedestals and ruined monuments, lying in 
fragments all along the way to mark our defeat and disaster. But 1t is 
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not so; we gladly, gratefully own how much we owe to Divine help_in 
all we have passed through, every temptation overcome, every good deed 
wrought, every triumph achieved in the cause of right and truth, every 
upward ascent in the path to glory," 'Tis He who bath helped." We 
have been bnt working out what He has wrought within. All glory be 
to His name. Our feet have stood firm in the evil day," but we have 
been kept by the power of God unto salvation." 

DELIGHTFUL RETROSPECT. 

" Hitherto ! " What many tender memories that word awakens as 
we review the past ! How much we have been helped in providence. 
Jacob is not the only one who could say, "With my staff I passed over 
this Jordan, and now I am become two bands." Reflect upon the early 
struggles, the ~traitened means, the anxious care, the constant fear lest 
you would not be at-le to "provide things honest in the sight of men," 
and that Holy Name by which you are called would be dishonoured in 
your failure before the world. But it has not been so ; the barrel may 
have yielded but one handful, but it was never exhausted, and now in 
many instances He hath stored the barns with plenty, and the presses 
burst forth with new wine. The table now groans under the weight of 
increased good, where once it was but scantily furnished. This should 
awaken grateful reflections of thanksgiving to Him. 

But there are higher notes than these. The man is more than 
circumstances. He bath opened His hand bountifully to our daily needs, 
but He bath given Himself for our souls. He bath beg~n a good work 
in our hearts which has been the source of joys unutterable, and hopes 
only bounded by eternity. The reminiscence of that time, when first 
we heard in our hearts the voice of pardonini? mercy, lingers and echoes 
in our memory as the notes of sweetest music long drawn out, times of 
hallowed intercourse with heaven come back and awaken very tender 
feelings in our breast. 

DETERMINATION INCITED. 

The past is, after all, a stepping stone in our onward march. We 
must not stay permanently even round our Ebenezers : we must erect 
them, and press on. These are rather for those who come after us to 
6ee what great things God did for us ; while we attempt greater deeds 
in the name of our God. The faiLh which bore us onward to one stone 
of help will be all the stronger for an untried path which lies before us, 
and the very fact we have all these monuments behind us will nerve our 
hearts with courage to greater darin~ in the ca~se of the Lord. We 
have seen that we have not reached the present m our own strength. 
That help which has brought us hitherto, will be with us to the end, and 
there is ever a reserve of power with our God. We have no limit in 
the supply. We may draw upon Him. The sea bath bounds, the earth 
is weighed in the balance by Him, and the heavens are measured ; but 
there is no place where you can erect a statue, and say," Hitherto God's 
help comes to His people, and no further." ·Whatever may be in the 
unknown future, His" hitherto" carries us onward without any limit. 
Whatever foes we may have to meet, or trials to bear, we feel quite 
equal to in His strength; His help will not fail at any crucial time, but 
then we shall prove it all-sufficient. Thus would we lift our standard, 
and wave it boldly as we march forward. "Hitherto the Lord hath 
helped us." 
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THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE POPISH MASS. 
" JF in Paul's times an ordinary abuse of the Supper could kindle the 

wrath of God against the Corinthians, so that He punished them 
thus severely (1 Cor. xi. 30), what ought we to think as to the state of 
matters at the present day ? We see, throughout the whole extent of 
Popery, not merely horrid profanations of the Supper, but even a 
sacrilegious abomination set up in its room. In the first place, it is 
prostituted to filthy lucre (1 Tim. iii. 8) and merchandise. Secondly, it 
is maimed, by taking away the use of the cup. Thirdly, it is changed 
into another aspect, by its being customary for one to partake of his 
own feast separately, participation being done away. Fourthly, there is 
there no explanation of the meaning of the sacrament, but a mumbling 
that would accord better with a magical incantation, or the detestable 
sacrifices of the Gentiles, than with our Lord's institution. .Fifthly, 
there is an endless number of ceremonies, abounding partly with trifles, 
partly with superstition, and consequently manifest pollutions. Sixthly, 
there is the diabolical invention of sacrifice, which contains an impious 
blasphemy against the death of Christ. Seventhly, it is fitted to 
intoxicate miserable men with carnal confidence, while they present it 
to God as if it were an expiation, and think that by this charm they 
drive off every thing hurtful, and that without faith and repentance. 
Nay more, while they trust that they are armed against the devil and 
death, and are fortified against God by a sure defence, they venture to 
sin with much more freedom, and become more obstinate. Eightly, an 
idol is there adored in the room of Christ. In short, it is .filled with all 
kinds of abomination."-J. Calvin. 

KEEP UP YOUR COMMUNION WITH GOD. 
"youR strength to stand and withstand Satan's fiery darts is from 

your communion with God. A soul in high communion with 
God may be tempted, but will not easily be conquered. Such a sonl 
will fight it out to the death. Communion with God furnisheth the 
soul with the greatest and the choicest arguments to withstand Satan's 
temptations. Communion is the result of union. Communion is a 
reciprocal exchange between Christ and a gracious soul. Communion 
is Jacob's ladder, where you have Christ, sweetly cominir down 
into the soul, and the soul, by divine influences, sweetly ascending 
up to Christ. Communion with Christ is very inflaming, raising and 
strengthening. • . . So long as your communion with God is kept 
up, you will be too hard for " spiritual wickedness in high places ; " but 
if you fall from your communion with God, you will fall, as others, 
before the face of every temptation. . . . Job keeps up his com
munion with God, and conquers Satan upon the dunghill ;_ A.dam l~ses 
his communion with God, and is conquered by Satan m paradise. 
Communion with God is a shield upon land, as well as an anchor at 
sea ; it is a sword to defend you, as well as a staff to support you ; 
therefore keep up your commuaion."-T. Brooks. 

CHRIST is the best Physician He never takes down the wrong bottle. 
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THE FAITHFUL WITNESS OF THE BAPTIST MARTYRS. 
No. X.-CoNcLusrnN. 

TIMER of pro11perity and peace have their drawbacks as well as their advant
ages. It is questionable whether we have now the robustness of character 
and strength of conviction which our ancestors possessed. 

"Unto the faith they bought so dear, 
We pay each day less reverent heed; 

And boast perhaps that we outgrow 
The ng,rrowness which marked their creed. 

Despise their narrow creed who will I 
Pity their poverty who de.re I 

Their lives knew joys, their lives wore orowns, 
We do not know, we cannot wear." 

Do we prize the privile~es in obtaining which, by their patient sufferings 
and faithful death, these Baptist l\lartyrs had such a conspicuous part? Do 
we rise to the opportunities afforded us? I trow not. 

" We lightly hold 
A right which brave men died to gain, 

The stake, the cord ; 
The axe, the sword ; 

Grim nurses a.t its birth of pa.in." 

Dr. Barrett, in delivering a series of Protestant discourses, in Prince's
street Cougregational Church, Norwich, took occasion on Sunday, November 
29th, 1896, to say:-" It is possible in this country, the land of truth and 
liberty, things may come to such a pass that England may be again reconciled 
to Rome : and, if so, I would not give a year's purchase for the life and 
liberty of anyone of you who dared to defy the authority of the Roman 
Church." 

On Tuesday evening, February 2nd, 1897, the Rev." Father" Breene gave 
an address in Shoreditch Town Hall, on the subject, "Does the Church in
vent new doctrines?" .Amongst the questions sent up to the platform at the 
conclusion was this :-" If the Church of Rome gained the upper hand would 
she burn, or otherwise put heretics to death ? " 

In answer, Monsignor Moyes said that " under certain circumstances, she 
certainly would ! " · 

In a January issue of the Daily Express, 1901, was the following informa
tion:-

•· .A. numerous body of .Anabaptists, resident in Switzerland, writes our 
Lausanne correspondent, have determined to emigrate to thfl United States, 
as they state that they cannot perform their religious duties in this country 
without suffering much annoyance at the hands of the other religious bodies. 

" Many of the new emigrants are small £armers owning their own land, 
which they have sold at a heavy loss, so keen are they to reach the new 
Jerusalem awaiting them in the United States. 

"They propose to found a colony far from the haunts of man, where they 
can perform uninterrupted their religious observances." 

If times of persecution in this country returned should we stand the test ? 
Many expert soldiers and sailors fear our national defences are not efficient 
enough for certain contingencies. What about our spiritual defences ? 
Brethren, it behoves us to awake, and arouse, and see to it. 

I doubt not but what the grace of God will ever prove sufficient for those 
who possess it. I believe that when most we feel our need of Him, then it 
is we have the fullest consciousness that "the Lord is at hand." For" God 
is our refuge and 11trength, a very present help in trouble." 

"The clouds which rise with thunder, sla.ke 
Our thirsty souls with rain; 
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The blow most dreaded fe.lls to break 
From off our limbs a cha.in. 

And wrongs of me.n to man but make 
The love of God more pie.in. 

As through Lhe shadowy lens of even, 
The eyes look farthest into hee.ven 
On gleams of star, and depths of blue, 
The glaring sunshine m,ver knew." 

But, let us not be unmindful of the special and continuous grace so 
~bsolutely necessary fo_r us to serve ou~ God and ~aviour day by day-year 
m and year out-consistently and frmtfully to His glory ; presenting- our 
bodies a living sacrifice, living epistles, known and read of all men, witness
ing for J esue in the common things amongst the common people in ordinary 
every day life. 

"If the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, would'st thou not have 
done it?" 

"The trivial round, the common ta.sk, 
Would furnish all we ought to ask; 
Room to deny ourselves : a road 
To bring us daily nearer God." A)IEN. 

[I propose to follow on 'Yith a series of papers on "Some Historic Baptist 
Churches in England," by the Editor's kind permission ; which I think will 
prove most interesting to the readers of this Magazine.] 

SAMUEL BANKS. 

The Harbinger, Southwood Road, New Eltham, S.E., Dec., l!lOl. 

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

" Cheering Words Annual." Edited by : Che.dwell Street, he.ve been chosen for 
B. J. Northfield. London: R. the place of honour. The get-up of the 
Banks & Son, 5, ·Racquet Court, volume reflects great credit on the pub
Fleet Street, E.C. Cloth. lettered, lisher, and aJl our friends, we think, 
portrait frontispiece. Price · One will wish to possess it. The price is 
Shilling. merely nomina.l. We should advise 

WE notice that this is the fifty-first orders to be placed at once to avoid dis
volume. Its founder and first editor e.ppointment. 
was the redoubtable Charles We.tars "The Baptist • ,Almanack" for 1902. 
Banks, who conducted it for 86 years. London: R 13'e.nks & Son, 5, Re.cquet 
To him the lamented William Winters Court, Fleet Street, E.C. Price '.l:wo-
succeeded in 1886, and since his pence. 
depe.rturii to the. home-land. in 1893, WE heartily welcome this old friend. 
our esteemed brother, Mr. B. J. It would cause us little short of dismay 
Northfield, he.s been responsible for its WEIJ:il its publication to cee.se. The 
production. It is deservedly popule.r extent, variety, and genera.I accuracy 
among the Churches, not e. few of whom of its information is noticeable. It is. of 
have adopted it as their Church course, e. necessity for every minister, 
Magazine. Thoroughly sound in its deacon, and Church vestry, but we go 
tee.ching, it is full of interesting and as far as to say that every Baptist 
instructive articles. The volume for should possess a copy. The Directory 
1901 will compare favourably, in our is very full, e.nd no pa.ins he.ve been 
opinion, with any of its predecessors. spared to make it accurate. Buy it, 
A well-known feature of the Annua.1 is and try it. 
its portrait frontispiece of two ministers "The Olive Branch." A ma,ga,zine for 
of our own Strict Baptist Churches. our Sunday Schools and families. 
This yee.r the respected, and rising Edited by Mr. Josiah Briscoe. 
young pe.stor of the Ohurch at Chatham London: J. Briscoe, 18, 20, & 22, 
Roe.d, Wa,ndsworth Common, Mr. Banner Street, E.C., and R. Banks 
,T. E. Flegg, a,nd the pastor of & Son. Monthly. Price One Half-
the Church at "Mount Zion," penny. 



2G THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

WE are glad to see that this sound little 
monthly has rea.ched its sixteenth year 
of issue. Children will rea.d ; a.nd it is 
the solemn duty of pa.rents, a.nd others 
who ha.ve to do with them, to pla.ce 
wholesome a.nd Scriptura.l litera.ture in 
their ha.nds. We ca.n haa.rtily recom
mend " The Olive Branch " Interest
ing incidents from the life of Da.vid 
a.re selected. a.nd pla.ced before the 
readers in this volume, also articles on 
the " Animals of the Bible," and good, 
moral, and spiritual teaching in various 
forms. We are glad to note that the 
new pastor at" Providence," Highbury, 
is employing his pen, as well as his 
tongue. and rendering valuable assist
ance to the Editor. Send for a speci
men copy, courteous reader, and judge 
for yourself. Mr. Briscoe will forward 
four copies, post free, for twopence. 
" Worm Jacob's New Sharp Threshing 

Inst1-ument," by Andrew Bools, to be 
had only of the author, 70, Salisbury 
Road, Smethwick, near Birmingham. 
Price Fourpence, or Three Shillings 
and Sixpence per dozen, post free. 

THIS is an exposition, spiritual, experi
mental, and practical of Isa. xli. 15. 
Flashy, fleshly religionists would most 
probably scoff at this production. 
Ignorant as they a.re of all the inward 
exercises of living souls, the author's 
meaning would not be apprehended by 
them ; yet these very persons would do 
well to obtain a copy, and study it, and 
their own religion in the light which it 
affords, if, perhaps, God might grant 
them a true knowli;dge of real experi
mental religion by means of it. Spirit
taught men will recognise in its pages 
the workings of grace dP.picted, and will 
need no interpreter. l\:1r. Bools clearly 
distinguishes between flesh and spirit 
in believers, and insists upon the fruit 
of the Spirit being brought forth in the 
lives of those who a.re truly regenerated. 
A difference of opinion may exist here 
and there as to whether the right mean
ing of the passage has been hit, but 
there will be full consent in the truth 
of the teaching advanced. The author 
knows the ground he traverses, and can 
plainly describe its features. 
"Th~ Best Book of All, and How it Came 

to Us," by F. J. Hamilton, D.D. 
London : Morgan & Scott. Price, 
stiff covers, One Shilling; cloth, One 
Shilling and Sixpence. 

DR. HAMILTON gives an excellent 
summary of how we have received our 
"English Bible." It is pleasantly 
written, profusely illustrated, and the 
author ever keeps this end hef'Jre him 
-to exalt the Word of God, and in-

crea.se a sense of its value in tho minds 
of his readers. It is just the book to 
place in the hands of our young people. 
We quote its closing para.graph touch
ing on the price of our English Bible. 
"Ah I we see now that it has been 
puroha.sed for us at the cost of muoh 
labour, and suffering, and blood. Let 
us remember that others have paid a 
great price that we might have it 
cheaply, and let us value it as our most 
precious possession." Sunday-school 
superintendents and secretaries, scatter 
this book among your scholars. 
Parents, see that your children have it, 
that they may know how God has given 
us this rich treasure, and at what cost 
it has come down to us, so that they 
may learn to value it increasingly, and 
defend it tenaciously as their choicest 
birthright possession. 
"Grove Pasture." To be obtained 

from J.C. Dennis, 16, Malfort Road, 
Denmark Park, Camberwell, S.E. 
Price, cloth lettered, One Shilling and 
Sixpence; postage, Threepence extra. 
Six or more copies, post free. 

THE yearly volume of Mr. T. 
Bradbury's sermons, twelve full-weight, 
savoury, Gospel sermons. To those 
who a.re acquainted with Mr. 
Bradbury's sermons we need say no 
more than that these a.re fully up to 
his usual high mark of excellence, To 
other of our readers to whom his pro
ductions may not be known, we say, 
"If you want sound, Scriptural, 
savoury, sermons, that will in1Jtruct, 
edify, comfort, and establish in divine 
truth, get this volume, and 'read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest ' its 
contents, and, by the blessing of God, 
you shall find the wholesome nourish
ment you seek." There is no dead fly 
in this pot of ointment. 
"Thoughts from the Word of God," 

edited by Percy W. Heward. London: 
W. G. Wheeler & Co., 17,Pa.ternoster 
Row, E.C., or of the Editor, 14, Pier 
Head, Wa.pping, E. Price, cloth 
boards, Three Shillings ; limp, Two 
Shillings. 

THIS is the first bound volume of a 
magazine that is issued monthly, and 
contains the numbers issued from 
August 1900, to December 1901. One 
of its chief features is a profound rever
ence for the Bible as the Word of God. 
Its theological position is not just 
where we ourselves stand-we should 
judge from its articles the editor is a 
decided, but not a high, Calvinist. It, 
however, always gladdens us to see an 
uncompromising defence of the plenary 
inspiration of the Bible, and a clear 
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unambiguous testimony to the a.II- agrees v.ith us in this, despite the use 
glorious Trinity. These a.re in the very of the word offer, as we know the 
warp and woof of this magazine. The Puritan w:iters do. The personal 
editor is a Bible-student. and many of second commg of our Lord we believe 
the articles that appear are both in- in with a.II our heart and soul it is the 
structive and suggestive, and must, we Church's great hope, but w~ cannot 
think, prove very helpful to those that subscribe to the view that He is coming 
read them. Here and there, however, to convert the nations to Himself. To 
we meet with phrases that to us a.re us this view appears to be the very 
distasteful, such as offer in connection opposite of what the Scriptures declare. 
with salvation. We believe that salve.- No amount of ingenuity can make it 
tion was purposed and preordained by lay straight with the plain una.mhiguous 
the Father, purchased and procured by statements of 2 Peter iii. 4-10, and 1 
the Son, is preached, proclaimed, by These. v. 1-4. Notwithstanding these 
every Gospel minister, and powerfully differences we wish Mr. Heward success 
applied to the hearts and consciences in his efforts in defence of the Word of 
of those for whom it wa.s purposed and God, and to increase the number of 
.purchased by the Holy Ghost. Any- Bible-students. The editor will send a 
thing short of this seems to us utterly specimen monthly number for a penny 
unavailing. Probably Mr. Heward stamp to any address. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

CLERKENWELL.-Jubilee services Dadswell, of Clapham, formerly a 
in connection with the Church at member of the Church, sought the 
Mount Zion, Chadwell-street, were held Lord's blessing on the gathering, and 
on Lord's-day, the 8th, and Tuesday, the the Church, in an appropriate and 
10th of December. On Lord's-day the comprehensive prayer. The chairman 
pastor, Mr. E. Mitchell, occupied the then gave a short account of the origin 
pulpit, and preached two suitable ser- and progress of the Church, compiled 
mon~. The morning's subject was "tlie chiefly from the excellent biography of 
faitl,,fulneas ,if 0od," text Psa. lxxxix. its first pastor, the late beloved Mr. John 
5, 11 Thy faithfulness also in the congre- Hazelton, of fragrant memory, written 
gations of the saints," The evening by Mr. W. J. Styles. Its first pastor 
text was Isa. lxi. 2, "To proclaim the discharged his office from June, 1852-
a.cceptable year of the Lord." The having served the Church for three 
jubilee as illustrating the Gospel, and months previously-until January, 1888, 
thesuper-excellencyof theGospel above when his Lord called him home,a period 
the type, were the divisions of the dis- of nearly 36 years. The present pastor 
course. The weather was very un- succeeded him in October, 1889. and has, 
favourable, especially in the morning, therefore, well entered upon his thir
yetfairly goodcongregationsassembled, teenth year of service. Brother E. 
the pastor ·was helped, and the Word Marsh delivered a warm-hearted address 
preached with power. On Tuesday after- from Isa. lxiii. 4, "The year of My 
noon, favoured with fine weather, a redeemed is come." Brother 0. S. 
good congregation assembled-the body Dalbey followed with a thoughtful 
of the chapel beinir filled to its utmost speech founded on Psa. lxxxix, 15, 16, 
capacity-when Mr. W. Kern, of lps- 11 They shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light 
wich, preached a spiritual, stirrin8", and of Thy countenance. In Thy name shall 
savoury discourse from Psa. lxxx1x, 15, they rejoice all the day; and in Thy 
" Blessed ~re the people that know the righteousness shall they be exalted.;' 
joyful sound." Judging from the Mr. Kern came next with a cha.racteris
attention of the hearers, and the tio address from Heb. xii. 2, "Looking 
expressions one heard from their lips unto Jesus." To him succeeded Mr. T. 
after the service had closed, it was a Jones, who spoke well from Col. i. 18, 
time of hearing for many. Tea was "That in all things He might have the 
served in the schoolrooms in White pre-eminence." '.l.'he concluding address 
Lion-street, where the lower hall was was by Mr. F. Fells from Rom. v. S, 
packed, and a number of friends were "But God commendeth His love toward 
accommodated in classrooms above the us, in that while we were yet sinnel'I!, 
hall. Happy faces and cheerful conver- Christ died for us," All the addresses 
sation prevailed. At 6.15 a public were spiritual, lively, a.nd appropriate. 
meeting was commenced in the chapel, The absence of Mr. J. Bush, from ill
the pastor presiding. After singing, ness, was much regretted. A cheerful 
and reading the Scriptures, Mr. H. letter from Mr. G. Sawyer, for many 
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years a member and deacon of the 
Church, but now residing at Hove, was 
read; the Jetter contained a cheque for 
£2 2s. After the chairman had thanked 
the numerous friends from other 
Churches who were present, and the 
ladies who had ministered bodily com
forts, the Strict Baptist National An
them, "Crown Him Lord of all," was 
sung. and prayer and the Benediction 
hroug-ht a remarkable series of services 
to a close. The collections amounted to 
£:i7 12s. 7d. 

STEPNEY. - The twenty- seventh 
anniversary of the re-opening of this 
house of God was celebrated on Lord's
dav November 10th. Two sermons 
wer~ preached by our pastor, Mr. J. 
Parnell. Morning text, ·• According as 
He bath chosen us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we 6hould 
be holy and without blame before Him 
in love." ma.king the following divisions 
-!st. This choice is of individuals. 
2nd. It is in Christ. 3rd. It is from 
eternitv. 4th. It is to holiness. 5th. 
To the adoption of sons. 6th. The good 
pleasure of His will. 7th. The object, 
His own glory. Evening text, "Behold, 
how good and how plea.sant it is for 
hrethron to dwell together in unity." 
He dwelt ( lst) on the spirit of union ; 
2n~. The nature of uuion; 3rd. The 
q ua.lity of union. The following Taes
day, Mr. E. Marsh prea.ched in the 
a.fternoon. A good company of friends 
remained to tea. Mr. W. Harris, pre
siding- .at the evening meeting, rea.d 
Col. i. 1-11. a.nd our pa.stor offered 
prayer. The chairman a.ddressed a. few 
loving words to pa.stor and people, 
remarking that love wonld bind us 
together, would close our eyes to the 
faults of our brethren. and would 
maO'nify their virtues. If we love the 
iloct;rines of gra.ce, it is only among
God's people we can be happy. Mr. E. 
White spoke from " I will mention the 
lovingkindness of the Lord," &c. He 
said lovingkindness has marked all the 
way the Lord our God has led ns, calling 
us by grace snd uniting ns in Christian 
fellowship. He ha.s given ns a. heart to 
Jove Him. a.n interest in Christ. access 
through Him to the Father, an interest 
in the Gospel, and the inheritance 
bevond. Mr. T. Jones addressed ns from 
" Gather My saints together unto Me." 
He remarked : It is an exhortation. a 
proclamation. It ~s t~e la~gnage of a. 
Father giving special directions for the 
gathering of His own people. Je~ns 
Christ is the great centre, the ra.llyrng 
point of all the redeemed and blood
bought ones. God's people a.re gathered 
under the powerful influence of the 
Gospel to J esns Christ. rhe Lor_d 
J?athers His people when the Journey 1s 
done. Mr. F. C. Holden spoke from 
"A goodly heritage." He said: The 

goodly herita.ge is the portion of thosdll 
who are put among the ohildren of Go . 
They •ta.nd in a. glorious rela.tion to the 
Most High God as being their Father, 
and they His children. Related to the 
Redeemer, to God the Holy Ghost, a~ 
being quickened, ta.u~ht, and led by 
Him, they have glorious titles-sons 
and da.ughters, kings and priests unto 
God; glorious privileges-being inter
ested m Divine and everlasting love, 
privileges of communion, fellowship 
with God, and a. glorious prospect. M' r. 
J. Cla.rk fonnded his address upon Phil. 
iii. 20, 21. He said : The child of God is 
a citizen of the highest state, a subject 
of the highest hope; the most glorious 
manifestation-the appea.ring of the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; the transformation 
-who shall change our vile body 1 
There is a conviction that He will 
appear : we believe it a.s a certain fa.et, 
we have no doubt a.bout it. Does that 
not seem to carry with it a. consciou• 
prepa.redneAs to meet Him 1 We shall 
hail His appearance with joy, and wel
come it with delight. Dolls it not implv 
that His second advent is necessary 1 
The gathering together of His redeemed 
out of every la.nd-the second thing 
that renders His second advent neces
sa.ry-is to vindica.te the integrity of 
the government of God. · The trans
formation-Who shall change! There 
is a reference ma.de to the origins.I of 
the body-earthly, sinful ;· it refers to 
the condition in the grave. Whatever 
the body of the Lord Jeans Christ is 
now in glory, will be the body of His 
people in glory. Mr. H.F. Noyes spoke 
from 2 Tim. iv. 6-8. He dwelt upon 
his subject thus : The nast perfect-" I 
have fought.''" I have finished,'' and, "I 
have kept;"' the presP.nt- 11 I am now 
ready;'' the futare-" Henceforth there 
is laid np for me," &c. Mr. E. Ma.rRh 
delivered a very inspiring address upon 
"Peace be with yon all that are in 
Christ Jesus.'' Our pastQr said: We 
have had God's divine blessing in our 
midst five have been added to the 
Churdh d,uring the year; we have some 
splendid prayer-meetings. He spoke on 
"Gooilness and mercy," remarking tha.t 
it was free, rich, ·present, everla.sting, 
and all that a poor sinner needed. We 
heartily sang " All ha.ii the power of 
Jean's name.''-HAYTER SCRIVENER. 

SHOULDHAM-STREET.-The 25th 
anniversary of the Sunday-school was 
celebrated on Lord'e-day, November 24. 
Suitable discourses were delivered in 
the morning by the pastor, Mr. W. F. 
Waller, in the afternoon by Mr. H. T. 
Chilvers, and in the evening by Mr. R. 
Mutimer. On the following TneEday, 
the 26th, after tea, a meeting was held, 
at which Mr. F. T. Newman presided. 
who, with the following ministerial 
brethren-Messre. Fells, J. E. Flegg, 
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Thomae, Dadewell, and the paetor
gave very enoouraging and helpfol 
addreeses, We regret our brother 
Mitohell was unable to be present 
owing to ill-health, We as workers are 
pleased to be able to report progress 
~oth in the number ol soholars attend
ing and also of teaohers. Although 
small, we trust it may be maintained 
and greatly inoreased in the coming 
year, that again this portion of the 
Lord's vineyard may be prosperous and 
fr~itlul as in years that are past. 
Friends from other Causes encouraged 
us by their presence and help. 'rhe 
oolleotions realised £9 8s. 7d., for which 
we are thankful.-S. R. ROBINSON. 

STREATHAM (PBOVIDENCE),-The 
pastor's second anniversary was cele
brated on November 19th. In the after
noon Mr • .Mutimer delivered a Christ
exalting sermon from Jer. xxxi. 12. Our 
brother spoke sweetly of the gathering 
of Zion and encouragingly to those 
being led there, for their weeping shall 
give place to divine joy. About sixty 
friends sat down to tea. The evening 
meeting was presided over by Mr. 
Rundell. Brief, spiritual addresses 
were given by brethren C. Cornwell, E. 
Beecher, H. Dadswell, O. S. Dolbey and 
the pastor. Collections good, and all 
agreed it was one of the best meetings, 
spiritually considered, ever held. We 
hope our pastor may long be spared to 
preach the distinguishing doctrines of 
grace to the comfort of poor sinners, 
whose only hope and help is in the 
Lord, and be the means of bringing 
many precious souls into the liberty of 
the Gospel.-CHAS, RUSSELL. 

BRADFIELD-Sr.-GEORGE. -The 
members' and friends' annual meeting 
was held on Tuesday evening, Nov, 26, 
Tea was provided in the schoolroom ; 
between forty and fifty of the members 
were present, including some friends of 
the congregation, also Mr. F. Channtill, 
Mr. W. Sharpe, and Mr. E. Smith, from 
Bury-St.-Edmunds. The executor of 
Miss Abi Last provided a joint of beef. 
'£ea was superintended by Mrs, W. 
Bland, aseisted by Mrs. Last, Mra. W. 
Sharpe, and Mrs. W. Morley. The 
meeting after tea was presided over bv 
Mr. W. Dixon, pastor, who said, as ii. 
Church and congregation, they had 
many reasons for deep gratitude to God 
for the help and blessing received 
through another year, and for the un
abated interest that was maintained in 
the ministry of the Word, The congre
gations-drawn from seven villages
proved that faith in the Goepel or the 
grace of God through the Lord J eeue, 
the Saviour of lost men, was still a 
living power amongst us. Mr, D. Bland, 
senior deacon and secretary of the 
Church, read the financial accounts, 

which showed that all the Church funds 
were in a satisfactory uondition. Over 
£10 had been subscribed to the Home 
and Foreign Mission during the year 
nearly £4 of this from the Sanday'. 
school. Mr. F. Channell said it gave 
him very great pleasure to be present, 
and he felt truly grateful toG-od for the 
unity among them ; also, he felt that 
there was deep, true thankfulness to 
God for sustaining Mr. Dixon in the 
ministry for so many years. Mr. W, 
Scarfe, deacon, spokt1 very hopefully 
and encouragingly of the state and 
condition of the C.:hurch, and said how 
very much the aervices on the Sunday 
were enjoyed. He felt one verae in the 
P•alm our minister read was just our 
case-" They that seek the Lord shall 
not want any good thing." Mr. W. 
Bland proposed, and Mr. W. Morley 
secoD;ded, that the hearty thanks of the 
meeting be given to Mr, D. Bland for 
the very excellent joint of beef which 
he had provided, which was carried 
unanimously. Mr. D. Bland replied, and 
said that he had, ht1 believed, attended 
all the annual meetinga save one, 
this being the 61st. A very happy 
meeting closed by singing, 

"Ble•t be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love." 

SNODLAN D.-The anniversary of the 
Sunday - school was on Wednesday, 
December 4th, 1901. A sermon was 
preached in the afternoon by pastor E. 
Marsh. After tea. the chapel was well 
filled for the evening meeting. Mr. 
Marsh presided, and was supported on 
the platform by brethren H.J. Walter 
and W. Brown, of Maidstone. After 
the opening hymn and reading of the 
Scriptures by the chairman, Mr. E. 
Patterson, a. former superintendent, 
fervently sought the ble•sing of the 
Lord, The secretary read a most en
couraging report. which showed pro
gress in the work all round. The 
balance-sheet declared .£2 in hand, after 
the yea.r'd expenses had been met. 
Twenty-one reoitations were admirably 
rendered by scholars of the school, after 
which our brethren Walter I\Ild Brown 
deli vertld stimulating addreoses a.like 
for teachers, scholars, and parent8. 
Following these addresses was the 
distribution of a large number of 
prizes. The collections amounted to 
£2 2~. l½d,, for which we thank God 
and take courage in our work among 
the young. 

BRIGHTON (SALEM).-An interest
ing incident was witnessed in the 
Sunday-school on Lord's·d'loy, Nov. 2ith, 
when the pastor (Mr. F. Shaw) pre
sented to the superintendent (Mr. 
Smith)-to commemorate the 50th year 
of his age-a handsome marble clock, 
with the following inscription engraved 



80 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

on the plate: "Presented to Mr. David 
Rowland Smith by the officers, teachers 
and scholars of Salem Cbapel Sunda.y
school on the ocoa.sion of his j 11bilee 
November 22nd, 1901." Mr. Shaw spok~ 
of the esteem in which the superinten
dent is held by all connected with the 
school for his work's sake. Mr. Smith 
thanked all for their past encourage
ment and for that day'e surprising 
manifestation of their kindness, and 
expressed the well-grounded hope that 
the existing unity may long continue. 

S T R AT FOR D. - GURNEY-ROAD 
DOROAS SOCIETY. 1'he annua.l meeting 
of the above Society wa.s held on Wed
nesday evening, December 11th, 1901. 
The meeting wa.s presided over by the 
pa.stor. Our esteemed brother, Mr. 
Jona.tha.n Elsey, who for ma.ny yea.rs 
ha.s rendered pra.ctica.l help to this 
Society, delivered an interesting, stimu
lating a.ddress from the words, "With
out Me ye ca.n do nothing." Addresses 
were delivered by deacons Rider (who 
was wa.rmly welcomed by all, a.fter bis 
long absence through affliction), Crouch 
a.nd Gra.y. The President of the Society 
(Mrs. Ma.rsh) wa.s una.ble to a.ttend 
through affliction in the home. The 
a.nnua.l report rea.d by the secretary, 
Mrs. Cutmore, elicited deserved pra.iee 
from each of the speakers. The follow
ing is a. brief extra.et:-" We feel it a. 
grea.t. privilege to be permitted to 
minister in any mea.eure to the comfort 
of our needy brothers a.nd sisters, 
especia.lly those of the household of 
faith. ' Bea.r ye one another's burdens, 
a.nd so fulfil the la.w of Christ.' • . . 
Our friends who ha.ve been a.ble to 
attend the work meetings ha.ve worked 
hea.rtily, and some ha.ve ha.d work 
home, a.nd thus evinced their interest ; 
so tha.t we ha.ve a.ccompliehed the 
ma.king of a goodly number of ga.r
mente. . . . Our friend, Mr. Elsey, 
age.in sent us a very useful pa.reel of 
ma.teris.l, which will be distributed in 
ga.rments this evening. At the close of 
our meeting la.et yea.r we distributed 55 
pa.reels of clothing for a.dolts a.nd 
children, and 57 pa.reels of grocery. 
Five subscribers s.nd active workers 
have been removed to other loca.lities. 
Our hearts are up to God to constra.in 
others to come to our help. With 
grateful hearts to God we take courage 
and press forward to the work of the 
coming yea.r." The :fins.ncis.l statement 
showed a. balance in hand of £2 14s. 06-d., 
which was more tha.n expended in gifts 
at the clooe of the meeting. Hearty 
thanks were a.ccorded the Secreta.ry and 
officers, specie.I mention being made of 
the la.hours of Mrs. Crouch as cutter, 
and conducting the Maternity branch 
of the Society. The meeting was one 
of the best ever held, a.nd a. large distri
bution of pa.reels wa.s ma.de at the close. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
OF M.A.S.B.C. 

Two very interesting conferences have 
been recently held in connection with 
the a.hove. The first was at Brentford 
on the evening of October 29th, 1901, 
when a goodly number of friends 
gathered, representing about 15 sohools. 

In his own happy way our President, 
pastor R. E. Sears, presided, and after a 
few words of welcome, asked /astor 
W. H. Rose to give bis paper, an open 
the discussion on the subject "How to 
Ma.ke our Sunday-school Work More 
Effective," The paper wae admirable, 
every Sunday-school worker ought to 
read it, and it was rightly said, 11 Our 
brother Rose has done well." The dis
cussion wae profita.ble and interesting, 
about 12 persons taking part. 

The second conference wae held on 
the evening of Friday, December 13th, 
1901, at Soho Baptist Chapel. It wae a 
drenching wet evening, nevertheless 
between 40 and 50 assembled. O11r 
President again ably presided. 

Pastor T. Jones,.of l'llew Croes, in hie 
own oharaoteristic way, gave his paper, 
and opened the diecnssion on the 
subject," Are Our Methods Orthodox 1" 
The pa.per was excellent, and many 
took part in the diso11eeion. . It wae 
decided that the pa.per be printed,_and 
oircula.ted by the Sunday-school uom• 
mittee. This proposition was carried 
with apple.use, several promising help 
to defray the expenses. 

May the Lord bless our Sunday
schools and give great spiritn&l success. 

H. TYDEMAN OHILVERS, 
Hon. Sec. 

P.S.-Brother Jones' paper is in the 
printer's ha.nds. Applications for e&me 
can be made to the Secreta.ry. 

OUR CHURCHES. 
.An earneat appeal from the Committee 

ottke .M . .A.S.B.C. ,, 
:MONDAY EVENING, JANll'ABY 13th, we 
trust will be a. long remembered sea.son 
of special blessing when our Churches 
are gathered together for the outpour
ing of the Holy Spirit on every effort 
of the Church to glorify God during 
the yes.r 1902. 

11 Prove Me now " eaith our God. 
Now let us prove Him. Tr11e to Hie 
Word, His Word shall be tr11e to all who 
trust it. 

Any of our rea.dera who may be 
unable to meet with their own people 
that evening we trust will remember 
the gathering together for prayer, and 
in their seclusion join in spirit with 
the congregated host, while we trust 
tbe meetings themselves for numbers 
gathered together, fervency of spirit, 
and fellowship of hea.rt will be a 
mighty power to stimulate every 
worker in the vineyard of the Lord. To 
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come cloeer together, to etand shoulder 
to shoulder in the great battle against 
inoreaeing errore, and defence of the 
faith, to have one's own individual 
life revised that we ma.y be etrong to 
labour, 

II LET us PRAY," 
The worde of Hannah More on the 
attractions of prayer are worth pa.eeing 
on one to another :-

" Prayer drawe a.11 the Christian 
graces into its focue. It draws charity 
followed by her lovely train, her for
bearance with faults, her forgiveness 
of injuries, her pity for errors, her com
passion for want. It draws repenta.nce, 
with her holy eorrows,her pious reeolu
tione, her self-distrust. 

"It attracts faith, with her elevated 
eye ; hope, with her grasped anchor; 
beneficence; with her open ha.nd ; zeal, 
looking far and widetoeerve; humility, 
with introverted eye, looking at home. 
Prayer by quickening these gracee in 
the heart, warms them into life, fits 
them for service, and diemiesee each to 
ite appropriate practice." 

God grant that the appeal from the 
Commfotee of the M.A.S.B.C. may be 
responded to far and wide, and the 
blessing following be seen in greater 
effort than ever to fill the place in all 
the gatherings for prayer each Church 
arranges throughout the year.-E. M. 

THAME.-For some years we have 
been without a pastor. In the 
Providence of God we believe we have 
been led in the choice of an under
shepherd. Mr. W. Chambers came to 
us as a supply in M.a.y last, and by 
invitation, prea.ched for several Sun
days with acceptance. At a meeting of 
the Church and congregation it was 
unanimously agreed that Mr. Chambers 
be approached with regard to taking up 
the work permanently. We are able to 
report that he ha.a seen his way to 
accept the pastorate, and that he will 
commence hie ministry among us on 
the first Sunda.y of the New Year. The 
Church desires to thank all the brethren 
who have so kindly supplied the pulpit 
during the years of our pastorless con
dition.-C. W. 

WOOD GREEN, PARK RIDINGS. 
BRIEF abstract of address by pa.stor E. 
Ma.rsh, on the occasion of the recogni
tion services of Mr. Hutchineon, as 
pastor, held on Tuesday, DeJember 3rd. 
THE NATURE OF A GOSPEL CHURCH. 

Ca.n a better deeoription be given of 
it tha.n. that of the Holy Ghost as 
recorded by Pa.ul in hie counsel to 
Timothy, touching his deportment 
therein, given in his second epistle, 
third chapter, and fifteenth verse, "The 
House of God, which is the Churoh of 
the living God." From these words Jet 
us consider :-

1.-lte. Founder. 
11.-Ite natureJ or constitution. 
III.-The end ror which it exists. 
1.-Ite Founder. It is the House of 

God, the Church (Ecolesia, ga.thered or 
congregated company) of the !ivin11: 
God. 

We distinguish between the Church 
of Christ, visible and invisible, mili
tant and triumphant; the kingdom of 
God in grace and glory. 

Its Founder is God. It is to be formed 
according to the divinely revealed will 
of Jehovah, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. The Holy Ghost has recorded 
all that is necessary to inform us as to 
its origin, instruct us as to its govern
ment and discipline; encoura.ge us in 
all its milita.nt trials; and stimulate in 
its attainments to the end for which 
He organised it. 

The living God is the Founder of His 
own House, the architect of Hie own 
building, the everlasting Father of His 
own family in Christ Jesue His dear 
Son, their elder brother. 

We do not go to a legal dispensation 
to find the formation of a Gospel 
Church except so far as such provides 
us with type and symbol, promise and 
prediction. 

The House of God is the household of 
faith. This House is His, because He 
ha.a so willed it. Distinguished from 
the world by His love to them, in Christ 
before the world wa.s formed. The fall 
of ma.n could not disturb the purposes 
of God, hut by it He wrought the glory 
of Hie grace in the redemption of His 
House from all its consequences. 

His House ia founded upon His own 
eternal purpose and decree, "This 
people have I formed for Myself they 
shall show forth My pra.ise." He has. 
founded it upon the perfection of His 
work in their redemption, and '' Unto 
Him tha.t bath loved us, and redeemed 
us to Goa by His own bloGd," must be 
their own and only song. 

He ha.a founded it upon the glory of 
His uwn power and might, by whioh 
they are quickened into spiritual life, 
and oa.lled by His grace, therefore, 
"Unto Him shall the gathering of the 
people be," and all this altogether in
dependent of what they we.re, or ever 
could become. 

A Goepel Church, as the Church ~f 
the living God, is His House wherem 
He dwells; for which He ma.kes full 
provision, ever watches over, a.nd where 
He disp]a.ys Himself as seen nowhere 
else. 

As the Church of the living God, He 
is its life, He Jave it being, He keeps it 
in being, and 1s "the life of the House" 
in all its employments, enjoyments, 
changes, and confiicts. . 

As His House, the Church of the 
living God is Hie own freehold 
property, kept in preserva.tion by Him, 
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oe.n never be te.ken from Him, e.nd by 
Him she.II never be destroyed. 

Ae Hie House, the Church of the 
living God oonte.ine Hie property e.nd 
possession ; indeed is put in ee.ored 
trust. and charge thereof. To '" contend 
earnestly for the fe.ith once for all 
delivered unto the Saint~," is the 
spiritual duty, delight, obligation, and 
privilege of the members of this house
hold. 

We fight for no credal theory of a 
human oriranise.tion, but contend for 
the truth as tho~e entru~ted with the 
Property of our beloved Lord in which 
He he.e given us our life intereett and 
by which our eterne.l life is securea. 

As the Founder of n is own House 
the living God has given us His Word 
as our guide in all matters of faith and 
practice. Whatever may be said for 
"our book of rules" His Word alone is 
to rule. Our arrangements at best are 
but guides to action. " This is the book 
must end the strife." The Church of 
the living God as His House rejects 
human institutions as innovations. 
Divine authority demands obedience 
from every possessor of divine life. 
Where we have no direct command we 
are free to follow the dictates of our 
conscience seeking His guidance in all 
things. 

Where we have II divine command 
we are never free to obey or disobey as 
policy or expediency may dictate. 

Baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
oivine institutions, and obedience to 
Hie commands concerning them are by 
Him made a test of our love to Him. 

The right to the Lord's 'fable is 
membership with Hie household, the 
entrance to which is by II public con
fesaion of Christ in baptism ; the right 
to baptism is faith in Christ who 
instituted it, attended to it Himself, 
and commanded it to Hie disciples, the 
motive to it is love, and the immersion 
of the whole body ce.n alone be baptism, 
and the only persons he.ving the right 
to attend thereto are disciples of Christ 
(see Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, &c.). 

A. strict adherence to this New Testa
ment order gives ue one pe.rt of our 
denominational title, while the main
tenance of our redemption by Christ as 
personal and particular, with an adher
ence to those doctrines He has taught 
us, supplies the second, viz., particular ; 
and while we would to God we had not 
to be eo designated by reason of the 
departure from the simplicity of the 
faith and order of His Word constituting 
His Church, we are not ashamed of onr 
title, and ae monuments of Hie grace 
would glorify Him alone as the Founder 
of our Go~pel Church Atate. 

On II delicate a-nd difficult point here, 
the late John Hazelton spoke most 
clearly. 

" Christ's authority in Revelation, 

both in be.ptiem and the Lord's Supper 
ie before charity, oonecience, infirmity, 
policy, or one's inability to see their 
import&hoe, and they are binding to the 
end of time," 

11,-ITS CONSTITUTION. 
Those dead in treepe.seee and sins oan 

never be in fellowship with the livin!'; 
God, therefore "Ye must be borne.gain. ' 
We have no Church birthright in gcd.lT 
Pe.rentage, The Church of Christ 1e 
constituted of thoee " born from above." 
This Church knows no national, pro
vincie.l, parochial or parental standing. 
The Church of Christ may be at 
Ephe~ue,Colosee,Phillippi orWood Green 
-but is not the Church of that place. 

The Church of the living God is con· 
etituted of living persons walking in 
the fear of God. Dead trees disfigure 
an orchard-dead plants disgrace 11 
flower bed-the gardener will surely 
uproot them-fruitless professors form 
no part of the Gospel Church, tho' 
many such have II place there till He 
come. 

The founder has eo constituted this 
Gospel Church that He empowers it to 
transact its own business-receive its 
own members, or withdraw from those 
who walk disorderly, exercise righteous 
discipline, and arrange in His fear and 
guidance those matters that shall pr<>· 
mote its unity and Hie glory. 

He has fornished Hie Church with 
His own office bearer~, and these to-day 
are two only, pastors and deacons. The 
right to choose these is with that 
Church they are called to serve. 

Ill.-THE END OR DESIGN OF ITS 
EXISTENCE. 

1. The glory of God· " They glorified 
God in me." God is glorified in every 
sinner saved and servant sent. Glorified 
in the grace that makes them what 
they are, ··and for ever will be, His 
house 

2 The Spread of the Gospel. A 
Church must be missionary in spirit to 
prove its position and right to be. 
" The Church of the living God lives 
to show forth Hie praise and declare 
His truth throughout the whole world. 

3. The mutual well being one of 
another. "Bee.r ye one anotner'e bur
den. and eo fulfil the law of Christ." 
•· Fellow helpers" ie the household 
crest, and " Love one another" her coat 
of arms. 

4. The witness for truth. " Earn
estly contend for the faith," &o., is the 
counsel of her ·Captain, and it were 
traitorous to conceal the truth. Equally 
the end of her existing is 

5. A perpetual protest against error. 
" I withstood him to hie face," said one 
who loved his brother well, but it was 
because "he was to be blamed." Let 
our Protestant principles be maintained, 
Moreover, the end is 
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6. A light in the earth for the welfare 
or the wor Id at large. 11 Ye are the 
light of the world," 11 Salt of the earth," 
"My witnesses." God blessed the house 
of Pharoah for Joseph's sake; and the 
world abides to-day for His ea.It is 
there. 

La.stly, That we may please Him is 
the design or our existenoe. To live to 
please God is the effeot of gra.ce in the 
soul, and the witness that declares the 
right of its possessor to live. 

God bless the Churoh of the living 
God, where He abides for ever, and who 
9hall for ever abide with Him. Amen. 

[As we go to press the report of the 
exoellent meetings at Wood Green are 
not to hand, but we hope to have them 
for next month, the above notes alone 
ha.ve been eupplied.-E. M.] 

NEWQUAY, CORNWALL (EBEN• 
EZER).-Cornwall is veryldestitute of the 
truth as we receive and hold it. A few 
Striot Baptists meet at Lenneli, near the 
Land's End, but the Church at Eben
ezer, Newquay, ie practically the only 
Striot and Partioular Baptist Church in 
the county, Formed about ninety years 
ago, for some years past it has been 
without a pastor. Far distant from 
other Churohes of the same faith and 
order supplies are very seldom avail
able. Under these circumstanoes the 
deaoons conduct the services, Mr. J. 
Pee.roe, generally ocoupying the pulpit. 
Occasionally a visitor .will preaoh. 
Mr. J. M. Rundell, of the Surrey Taber
naole, a Cornishman · by birth, pays 
the Churoh one or two visits every 
year. The writer had the pleasure 
of spending a fortnight in Newquay in 
August last, and enjoyed meeting with 
the friends, and ·oooupied the pulpit on 
two Lord's days. The little Churoh 
has hard work to hold its own, and no 
additions to the number of its members 
have been made for some time past. 
But on Lord's day, Ootober 13th, Mr. 
P81\roe had the pleasure of baptizing 
two friends-one being a daughter of 
one of the deaoons-who, together 
with :another friend, dismissed from a 
sister Church, were reoeived into full 
communion on Lord's day, Deoember 
3rd. Very heartily does the writer 
rejoioe with the Churoh at Newquay 
in these tokens for good, and earnestly 
prays that they may be multiplied. 
When our friends are making their 
arrangements for their summer 
holidays they might do muoh worse 
than give Newquay a trial. It is 
a healthy, braoing plaoe, and the cliff 
soenery •in the neighbourhood is very 
fine. They would receive a hearty wel· 
come from the friends. It may be 
added that there is an .excellent service 
of through trains during the summer 
months by the Great Western Railway 
from ,Paddington, and the journey is 

through a very pretty country.-E. 
MIT0HELT,, 

A LINCOLNSHIRE ASSOCIATION. 
DEAR MR. EDITOR.-With your per• 

mission, I would like through the 
medium of the E. V.& G. H. to call the 
attention of our Lincolnshire Churche• 
to an important question, one I think 
very suitable to commence the New 
Year with, namely, that we should 
arouse and form a '' Lincolnshire Asso
ciation of Strict Baptist Churches." I 
read or nearly all other counties unit
ing together, and having their associa
tions. Why not us 1 But I think it will 
be a glorious day when the county 
unions all combine into one great 
" Strict Baptist Association of great 
Britain.'' Till that day I think it ne
cessary to have ,our connty unions, for 
this reason:-

1.-That we may know each other, 
we seem so far apart. I can name five 
or six Churches which practically know 
nothing of each other. If we had a 
county union we should be drawn closer 
to each other, take an interest in each 
other's welfare, be able to support each 
other. There are many Strict Be.ptists 
in our Shire which scarcely know of 
the other's existence. This should not 
be so, and in the present state I think it 
detrimental to the progress of the 
Churches on the whole. 

II.-Why cannot we come together, 
say a deputation, or the pastor of each 
Church and con~ider this question at 
once, say at Lincoln, Boston or Spalding. 
andformaconvenientcentre (Quadring, 
if they like), choose our president, 
consider the question, form our rules, 
welcome those who would like to join. 
It will take time to get into working 
order. But there are those who would 
give us advice. Thanking you in antici
pation, 

Yours in the Master's service. 
JOSEPH LINSEY. 

Pastor of Ebenezer Church, Quadring. 
U any of our friends are willing to

consider the question, I think it would 
facilitate matters if we could corre
spond privately. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
ON December 5th the Church of St. 
Mary Woolnooth, Lombard-,treet, wasc 
crowded, the occasion being a special 
service on behalf of the Aged Pilgrims' 
Friend Society, and the preacher, the· 
Rev. D. A. Doudney, of Slatford, the 
eldest son of the late venerable editor 
of the Gosp8l ,llagadn8, who seventeen 
yeare ago conducted a memorable ser
vice in the same Church. ,. ,. 

* The Churoh itself was also an attrac-
tion, for here (from 1779 to 1807) John 
Newton preached the Goepel of the 
grace of God, and at his house in 
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Coleman-street was aoouetomed to re
ceive most of the gracious ministers of 
his day, A tablet to his memory is 
affixed to the wall of the Church, and 
many friends inspected it after the 
service with muoh interest. 

•• 
Mr. Doudney pre~ohed from lea. xl. 

l, 2, "Comfort ye, comfort ye My 
people," and hie discourse was listened 
to with deep interest. He concluded 
with an earnest appeal on behalf of the 
Institution, which was very liberally 
responded to. Newton's three hymns
'' How sweet the name of Jesus sounds I" 
" Glorious things of Thee are spoken,'• 
and "Though troubleeassail and dangers 
affright "-were au.nit. 

In June next an eiection of pensioners 
to enter the Homes, as vacancies occur, 
will be held. At present several of those 
last elected a.re waiting their turn to 
enter. Visitors will be heartily wel
comed at Camberwell, Homsey Rise, 
Stamford Hill, and Brighton, which 
together provide dwelling-places for 
nearly 180 of the recipients. 

•• 
The new Quarte~ly Rer-ord contains 

a portrait of Watte Wilkinson and 
other illustrations, together with a 
variety of matter bearing upon the 
work of the Institution, which now has 
more than 1,570 pensioners upon its 
books. 

<lont jomt. 

CHELMSFORD. 
THE LATE BELOVED WILLIAM 

BEACH. 
Yee I it is now tke late, for the tra.vel-
1 ing da.ye of this veteran servant of 
Christ are done. the battle fought, the 
victory won, S:nd now he rests " at 
home.'' The summons came on Monday, 
December 9th, and 
"Fearless he entered Jord&n'g flood. 

At peace with heaven he closed his eyes; 
His only trust was Jesus' blood 

In sure and certain hope to rise." 
For forty years he worshipped with the 
saints of God at Chelmsford, for twenty 
of which he filled the office of deacon 
' 1 well ' 1 

A t~ue devoted servant of hie Lord, a 
liberal e~pporter of Hie interest in the 
earth a friend to the poor and needy 
abov~ many to whom his hand was ever 
opened by the love of his heart to hie 
Lord a counsellor of many, and a oom
pani~n with all who loved the Lord .J es~s 
Christ,-he wae gathered home in his 
90th year, full of honou_rs, the l~ast of 
which he would lay at hie master s feet, 
;,s did his beloved fellow-labourer, the 
late John Hazelton, saying, "Give God 
the glory, the man is a sinner." Yee, 

we add, but a sinner saved, whose salva
tion was no uncertainty to those around 
him in the Church, the home, and the 
world by reason of his integrity and 
uprightness before men, faith and 
humility before God. While the poor 
of his own Church had the first place in 
his heart1 the oirole widened and was 
far-reaohml!' in his " liberality to the 
Mints," while manv a poor eerva.nt of 
Christ to-day will oall to mind hie 
bounty in an hour of need that none 
knew of save giver and receiver, and 
kill Lord, wko registers to reJJa'!/, 

But, this is not a "memoir "-tliat we 
hope the beloved pastor, H. S. Boulton, 
will give our readers next month. 

The funeral took plaoe on Saturday, 
December 14th. The mortal remains 
were conveyed from the old home to 
the ohapel where he had so long 
laboured, followed by seven carriages 
filled with mourning hearts, and at
tended by a large number of the 
employees of the departed, by whom he 
was held in highest eeteem. 

Pastor H. S. Boulton conducted the 
eervices. Mr. W. Hawkins, of Haver
stock Hill, opened with fervent prayer 
The writer read the Scriptnree and 
offered a few worde. Mr. S. K. Bland 
delivered the address from the worde, 
"Precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of His saints." Pastor W. 
Willis, of Colnbrook, oloeed the eervice 
in the chapel, and the cortel!'e moved 
slowlv to the London-road Cemetery; 
there' the stricken rastor laid the dear 
duet of his faithfu fellow-labourer to 
rest after prayer by Mr. B. E. Hawkins, 
of Tenterden. The long line of mourners 
-relatives, friende, dea.cone and fellow
la.bourers, with many representatives of 
neighbouring Causes-took a last look 
at the reeting.pla.ce and turned away 
to plead, "Let me so· follow Christ a.a 
did William Bea.oh, servant of the Moat 
High God in every good word and 
work." 

The gift of God to His servant in 
the pereon of hie beloved companion 
was the choicest of Hie gifts, for which 
the departed praised his God to his 
last hour. The Lord comfort her sad 
heart and sustain her in thie trial. 
Such a counterpart of his own mind, 
and ever ready to every good word 
and work, we doubt not our beloved 
sister ha.a dealt much with her Lord in 
thie tria.11 whom she knowe will nevei; 
fail in "a.11 thy need." 

Sermons were preached on the follow
ing Sunday to crowded oongregatione
in the morning by the pastor from the 
words, "Well done, good and faithful 
servant: enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord" (Matt. xxv. l!l), and in the even
ing by Mr, S. K. Bland from "Be ye 
therefore followere of God as dear 
children'' (Ephes. v. 1). Special hymne 
were sung at all the eervioes, The 
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following tribute of love ie from the 
pen of "our own poetess,'' and we 
gladly give them a plaoe in this brief 
reoord of departed worth. 

E, MARSH, 

"A SERVANT OF THE OHURCHES," 

And euch was brother Ben.eh, as long 
,ls he had serving strength; 

But nature took her weary wo.y; 
The veteran fallecl at length, 

No longer could he lift hi• voice 
To recommend the Word, 

Or tell the children of the time 
When firet he knew the Lord. 

But heart and hand were open etill, 
And many o. struggling cause 

Blessed his benevolence, which helped 
To keep them open door•; 

The people of his chosen homo 
Were his peculiar care; 

But when a neighbouring Ohurch had 
need, 

Then brother Beach was there. 

His death, in many an aged heart, 
Will bid old memories wake; 

From far and near his friends will write 
Of words which once he spake. 

And some, who never thought to hear 
The long-lost mime again, 

Will learn of his departure with 
A thrill of envious pain. 

For they still linirer in the land 
Where ~ins and cares abound; 

While he has reached the city where 
No sin nor cares are found; 

Theu for one living word of grace, 
With eager yearnings pray; 

He sees the unseen Sa vionr he 
Has talked with by the way. 

Let us thank-God for all the grace 
Bestowed on tbie our friend, 

For all the comfort he has been, 
For union without end; 

And let us ponder. ae we bear 
His body to the tomb, 

How soon, for any one of us 
The Master's call may come. 

M. A. OHAPLIN. 
Dec. 11. 1901. 

THOMAS BEBBY, 
called home ~ ovem ber 3rd. 1901, aged 81 
vears. This aged disciple was born at 
'Whittlesea, Oambs. He was for forty years 
a member of the Ohurch at West Ham, and 
valiant for the truth. He was only laid 
aeide from active service for three weeks. 
Thou1th in bondage through fear of death all 
his life, hie end was peace, and his closing 
testimony. blessed, Hie mind was sweetly 
led out in anticipation o_f heaven. He found 
great consolation in the hymn, "How sweet 
the name of Jesus sounds I" and constantly 
repeated, "Vital spark of heavenly flame.,' 
&c. The fellowehip of God'• children was 
dear to him. He welcomed such with joy. 
His greateat comfort in his last hours was to 
have hie youngeet daughter to read, pray, 
and eing to him. While paesing through the 
river he ea.id, "Though I walk through the 
valley of the ehadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for Thou art with me." Only fifteen 
minutes before he br,athed his laet he em
bro.ced his children, gave to en.eh a parting 
word then eald. ne his last utterance, 
·•Follow on." He was laid to rest in West 
Ham Oemetery, November 7th, where only 
five months before he followed the body of 

bis aged companion. In life they were not 
parted, nor in death divided, and now they 
live before the throne. The service wns con
ducted by paat'?r E. Marsh1 who preached 
the ea.me evenmg at West Ham in con
nection with the same from the words 
"Therefore are they before the throne:• ' 

MRS. EARL, 
or Beckenbam, daughter of the late Mrs 
Gill, of Oolnbrook, and sister or pastor w· 
Gill, passed· peacefully away on Septembe,: 
10th, after a lingering illness borne with 
fa~i~fe~.r.atience. •· With Christ, which is 

" Home at last. labour done, 
Safe and blest, victory won: 
Jordan paseed, from pain set free. 
Angels now have welcomed thee." 

N. J. EASTERBROOK, 
deacon of Ebenezer Strict Baptist Church 
Hull, was called home on November 20th, 
after a short illnese. The last time he stood 
up to speak was October 7th; his text wns, 
"Be still, and know that I am God." A gap 
is made in our little Church: we lose a 
deacon and a consistent member. His con
stant prayer was tor Zion's pro•perity and 
increase. He loved her courts. I was m ncb 
struck with bis countenance on my last 
visit; he beamed with joy. As I sat b; hia 
bed and at his request told him about the 
eervices of the previous Sabbath, after read
ing a portion, singing a hymn (in which he 
feebly joined), and having prayer to~etber, 
he said, "Brother, I have not a trouble in 
the world; I can leave nil to Him. and 
quietly we.it His will." He wished to see 
tbe Ohnrch members and friends. To one 
who said, "We hope to see you amongst us 
again," he replied, "I shall have much to tell 
you then." To anotber who said, "He is 
faithful to His promiaes," he quickly ndded, 
"And faithful to His Son." At the beginning 
of his last illness he said to his wife, "I have 
not reached the allotted age of man: but if I 
could 'read my title clear-."' She re
plied, "But yon know wbat tho.t is." An
other time be said, "rve been asking the 
Lord for something for to-day." She then 
said," You want your daily manna.•· Aga;n 
he said, "I want to be stable, trnstin1r in the 
Lord, whatever comes." Again, with tears 
of joy he feebly said, ·Tm overflowing with 
gratitude to the Lord for all His goodness to 
me." They often sang together ·• Jesus is 
precious, Faith the Word" and ''Beneath the 
sacred throne of God." We committed his 
body to the ground on Lord's-day afternoon, 
singing together "Sovereign Ruler of the 
skies." In the evening, at the chapel, notice 
was taken of our dear brother's departure 
from the words, "My Beloved ia mine, nod I 
am Hie: He feedeth amongtthe lilies. Until 
the day break and the shadows tlee away." 
-L. THOMPSON. 

FRANCIS FAlRHEAD, 
of Ohelsea, entered into rest on November, 
13th, 1901, aged 87. 

MR. WILLIAM GOSLING, 
of the Valley .Farm, Felsham. Soifolk. passed 
to his rest on Saturday, October 26th, 1901, 
in his 86th vear. The funeral took place at 
Rattlesden 'Baptist Chapel on Friday, Nov. I. 
There was a large number present. Mr. 
Gosling had attended Rattlesden Bnptist 
Obapel from a child, The following is the 
outline of the address gi,en in the chapel: 
-We need not think it weakness io sorrow 
over loved ones who are taken from us. The 
best man who ever lived wept at the grave 
of a beloved friend. Sorrow there is, but not 
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without hope. Mr. Gosling was not without 
his failings: he was not free from sin: no 
one felt it more than our departed friend. 
He made no outward profession. The doc
trines of grace were precious to him. The 
Lord Jesus wns the Rock upon which he 
rested. nurtured and matured under the 
ministry of the iate Philip Dickerson and 
Mr. Bird-later yee.rs, onr depe.rted brother 
Huxham and Mr. W. Evans. A constant 
reader of the "Gospel Magazine," be was 
well founded in the free grace of God in 
salvation. Some of his last words were: 
"All my trust is in Jesus:·' "Oh the exceed
ing riches of His grace to one so unworthy I" 
His last words to his dear wife were, .. I·am 
going home: you will come too." This 
congregation of people shows how mu~b as a 
business mn.n Mr. W. Gosling, of Valley 
Farm. Felsham, was respected. Thero is a 
verse in Job v. which we feel is verily true 
of our friend. "Thou shalt come to thy grave 
in a full age." &c. His own feelings were 
" Bv the grace of God I am what I am." May 
the.Lord comfort the widow and the sorrow
ing familv with the thought "Our beloved 
sleeps in Jesus to wait the day."-WILLIAM 
DIXON. 

GEORGE PINNER, 
of Rose Hill-road, Ipswich. entered 'into rest 
on Sunday morning, November 3rd, aged 67. 
He bas left behind a widow, one son and five 
daughters. He was baptized at Walton 
Chapel about thirtv years ago. His walk 
bas proved what be was; we needed no 
words to tell us he was a Christian. We well 
remember hearing him speak of t,be hymn 
commencing, "Wben Thou, my righteous 
Judge, sbalt come," as being on~ of his 
favourites. We have no doubt he is now 
before the throne. His membership, with 
mv dear mother, was transferred from 
Walton to the Church at Zoe.r. Ipswich, in 
1876. He was greatly helped and blest under 
the ministry of Mr.Josiah Morling, who we.s 
then pastor of that Church. Later on he sat 
nnder the ministry of Mr. S. Cousens, and 
now, for some years, that of Mr. R. Bardens, 
whose ministry he much enjoyed. On the 
last Snndav in October he went to chapel 
e.nd enjoyed the service immensely. Before 
the service beg"'n the next Sunday morning 
he bad gripped our bands for the last time, 
and entered the hie-her service in r;_lory. 
GoJ help us to say, '·Thy will·bedone.' 

MRS. ALICE REED 
-passed away on Wednesday, October 23rd. 
Her parents were members of the Strict 
Baptist Church at Saffron Walden. She was 
a scholar in the Sabbath-school, and attended 
the services until about the year 1882. She 
was bronl!'ht to reali>le her state as a sinner 
through the ministry of Mr. Bowtell. Tbe 
following year she was baptized by him and 
joined t-he Church. She removed with her 
husband and family to Stanstead about the 
vear 1891. In 1893 thev were removed to 
Tottenham, and worshipped at Philip-lane, 
under the pastoral,e of Mr. Honse. In 1895 
she came to Walthamstow, and became, 
together with her husband · and family, 
helpers in the cause. She was constant in 
her attendance. Bnt about 1896 she waa 
stricken with paralysis, and WltB unable to 
come again to the house of the Lord. and for 
some two years had been unable to leave 
her bed. Owing to her right hand being 
useless. she was enabled to write with her 
left hand portions of Scripture and favourite 
hymns. Her one theme was Jesus. Her 
Bible bears marks of much usage, especially 
the r,rophecies by Isaiah. In her hymn
book we found a great number of hymns 

which she had m.arked. When at Saffron 
Walden she ,vas a constant attendant at the 
means of grace, and we find her hymn-b~ok 
i~ marked at No. 6 in the A_ppendix "Affec-· 
t1onate Hints respecting Public Worship." 
Thus another of the Church below has gone 
t~join the t!>rongabove. Tile remains of our 
sister were mterred in Walthamstow Ceme
tery on Monday, October 28th. Mr. 0. S. 
Dolbey conducting the service. On Lord's
day, Nov'!mber 3rd, Mr. Kingston preached 
!!- m!3mor1al sermon from Isa. xxxiii. 17, 

Thine eyes shall see 1he King in Hi• 
beg,uty."-H. C. T. 

HERBERT DOCJGLAS WHITE, 
the beloved son of Herbert B. White deacon 
!lot Providence, Highbury-place, N., 'entered 
mto rest on Tuesday night, November 26th 
1901, aged 28. Our young. brother was of an 
unobtrusive nature, in whose heart the love 
of, the Lord had been planted, which was 
evidenced by his consistent, straightforward 
life. He was loved by all who knew him 
9:nd though he never mane a public profes'. 
s1on, yet there were features in him which 
would have developed ha<1 be remained 
here. He was ripe for glory, and so the Lord 
took him. He died very peacefnlly, and has 
left a dear young widow to mourn his loss. 
Many assembled in Providence Chapel on 
Monday, December 2nd, when the pastor 
gave an address from the words, "Thy 
brother shall rise af!'&in," and at the grave 
side at Abney · Park many others were 
gathered, and we laid to rest our brother 
until He come. Onr deepest sympathy is 
with all the mourners. On Lord's-day even
ing, December 8th, the pastor preached a 
memorial sermon from 1 Cor. xv. 54 to a 
large congregation. 

ELIZABETH WILSON, 
of Finedon, fell asleep in the Lord on 
Wednesday, November 20th, surviving her 
husband just eight months. During that 
time, whilst her natural strength had been 
decaying, her faith was growing stronger, 
and her spirit was ripening for the Master's 
immediate presence. Many were the pre
cious portions of Scripture that her son! 
was sustained with. Hymns,likewise, were 
brought to her mind, especially Denham 
1,026, We visitP.d her on Friday, the 15th, 
and found her mind somewhat dark; but 
:while we were .praying, she said that it 
seemed as though a bright light shone 
heavenward, and she was much comforted. 
Her dying conuse:s to her children were 
most weighty, and will not soon ·be forgot
ten. llir. F. G. Burgess, of Wellingborough, 
and Mr. W. H. Jarman, of Irthlingborough, 
conducted the funeral service, amidst 
general signs of considerable respect for her 
memory on Saturday, November l!3rd. 

"PEOPLE often fancy that the world Is 
becoming Christian, wh.en, in fact, Chris
tianity is only becoming worldly." 

'·WoCJLD you judge of the lawfulness or 
unlawfulness of pleasure, of the innocency 
or malignity of actions? Take this rule : 
whatever weakens your reason, impairs the 
tenderness or your conscience, obscures your 
sense of God, or take• off the relish of 
spiritual things-In short,whatever increases 
the authority of your body over your mind, 
that thing i• sin to you, however innocent 
it may be in itself." 

"THE question of doubtful amusement 
does not proceed from real conviction of 
rightness, or even sincere doubt as to ex
pediency; but rather from shirking of the 
Jaw of self-denial, and compromise between 
Christ and the world." 



PASTOR JoHx Box. 

OUR highly-esteemed and deeply-beloved brother, Mr. John Box, fell 
asleep in Jesus in the early morning of Christmas-day, Dec. 25, 190 l, 

after an illness extending over 12 months. Among the many offices he so 
well and ably filled was that of chairman of the trustees of this magazine. 
We give below a full account of t.he funeral service. The compre!tensi,e 
address delivered: by br,Jther R. E. Sears, in the Chapel at Heaton-road, 
contains interesting information concerning the early days of our 
deceased brother, and will be read with deep interest. The portrait of 

VoL. LVIII. FElllll'AllY, 1902. ll 
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l\!r, Box, "l"l"hich we publish with the account, will, we are sure, be appre
ciated by our readers. 

The 30th December will be remembered by many as the day on 
which was committed to the tomb the remains of a brotber beloved
.Tobu Box. The funeral cortcge left the house, 10, Knatchbull-road, at 
11 o'clock, and wended its way to Heaton road Chapel-the first chapel 
in which our departed brother spoke in the name of the Master whom 
he loved and servtd so well. Here many friends were gathered from all 
parts, and when the service commenced the commodious building was 
ti lied with a sorrowing company of friends, gathered to express their 
esteem of the brother dep,-trted, and syrupatny with the family bereaved. 

After the singing of the hymn, " 0 God, our Help in ages past," 
pastor G. W. Thomas read Eelected portions of the Scriptures from 
l The,s. iv., l Cor. xv., and Rev. vii., and Mr. S. Hutchinson led us 
sweetly in prayer, commending the family and Church to the care of our 
covenant-keeping God. The hymn, "Come, let us join our friends 
above," was sung, after which brother R. E. SEARS gave the address. He 
said,-

BELO,ED BRETHREN .A.ND SrsTERS,-I offer no apology for occupying 
this position to-day. I never have offered apologies for occupying posi
tions into which I have bean called. I must, however, ask your 
sympathy, for I feel it a most difficult position to occupy just now, when 
tbere are a hundred brethren who would feel it a mournful privilege 
to say a word or two about beloved brother Box-not our late brother-
110, he is still our brother, he will ever have a warm place in our hearts' 
affection and memory. Heaven seems to us a little nearer, though some 
of us have lived long enough to follow many to the grave. I don't think, 
however, anything outside my own family circle has bowed my spirit 
more than this. The lo,s is great, but there shines the star of hope. 
Once, I think only once, in the New Testament it says, "We are saved 
by hope." Hope saves us now from breaking down completely under 
the weight of sorrow that we feel. Strange minglings we have ! We are 
to "rejoice with those that rejoice, and weep with those that weep," and 
we may carry the rejoicings beyond the confines of the tomb, and to-day 
lift up our voice in thanhgiving and praise as we think of the glory 
that surrounds the brother who has departed, leaving behind him this 
precious casket which contained the jewel, and which is to be reverently 
laid in the grave until the Master shall call for the body, as He has 
already called for the soul. 

We are here to express our sympathy with the family in their loss
with the Church in the loss it has sustained, but we are here also to 
express our confidence in God-that is one of the duties of Christian 
sonship, to trust God amidst trying circumstances, and believe that He 
doeth all things well. 

For the last quarter of a century the name of John Box has been a 
household word in that section of the Baptist denomination to which we 
feel it a privilege to belong. We naturally turn back, and think a little 
of the earlier days of our brother. Last evening, after my day's 
work at '· Providence" was done, I looked up a GOSPEL HERALD for 
March, 1876, from which I will read a short extract:-

" The subject of our present sketch is the son of our respected 
brother Charles Box, who, for nearly half a century, bas been known 
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and loved as a sweet and savoury preacher of the Gospel of the grace 
of God. 

"John Box was born in 1835. To the tender care and pious 
example of his parents he ascribes many indelible impressions re
ceived; nor can he remember the time when he was without a solemn 
reg;trd for the things of God. It was his father's practice, on his 
return, at the close of the Lord's-day, from his ministerial labour~ nt 
Enon Chapel, Woolwich, to question his son concerning the 11ermons he 
had heard at a place of worship near his home at Finsbury. This 
nttturally induced him to become a most attentive hearer of the 
Word, as preached at Cumberland-street Chapel, Curtain-road, Ly 
M.r. Hugh Killen, and afterwards by the late Charles Smith, a; pfain and 
honest preacher of the Gospel. 

" When but ten years old, it pleased the Holy Spirit at times to 
impress the mind of John Box so powerfully as to compel •him to seek 
ihe retirement of his chamber, to pour out his heart before God and seek 
His mercy. On one occasion, during the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper, to which he remained as a spectator, he was powerfully affected 
by the opening lines of the hymn-

' Sweet the moments, rich in blessing, 
Which before the cross I spend ; ' 

and on another he received much encouragement from an address 
delivered at a prayer-meeting, from the words, ' If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God.' In 1854 he joined the Church assembling 
for worship at Providence Chapel, Shoreditch, with which he remained 
in fellowship for three years. 

"At the expiration of this period he removed to Camberwell, 
where he commenced business on his own account, and eventually 
he found a spiritual home at East-street, Wal worth, under the pastorate 
of brother Alderson. In 1862 he was admitted into the fellowship of 
this Church. Four years afterwards he was chosen deacon, and continued 
for nine years to serve his brethren in that capacity, in a way that 
greatly endeared him to all with whom he was associated. 

"As is often the case, our beloved b1·other Box had many inward 
exercises respecting the work of the ministry before the way was open 
for him to exercise his gift. A solemn fear of running unsent caused 
him to stifle his desires to ' tell to sinners round what a dear Saviour he 
had found,' and his latent emotions were long known only to God and 
his own soul. 

"On a certain Sabbath afternoon, in the winter of 1871, Mr. Alder
son being too unwell to take a promised service at the Camberwell 
Asylum, our brother was constr~ined to take the service, and his text 
wa:i John i. 14." 

But our brother's first sermon in a chapel was on the first Lord's-day 
evening, in 1872, in HEATON-ROAD CHAPEL, PECKHAM. How remark
able that in the very place where our brother began his ministry, there 
the funeral service is being held ! Our brother preached with much 
acceptance in various places. Providence guided his steps to "Soho;" 
and on Tuesday, November 30th, 1875, he was publicly recognised as 
the pastor of the Church. Our brother had his wish granted. Some of his 
wishes were not met, but sQme have been fully met. I know what om 
brother said to me several times. He desired to die pastor of the Church 
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at Soho, and I ani glad that God was pleased to indulge him in that. 
How he loved Soho only his own people know. He loved Soho, and 
whatever may be said, and whatever may be done, Soho Chapel will be 
his monument. There may have been differences of opinion as to the 
expenditure of so much money in such a neighbourhood, but our brother 
felt called of God to erect a chapel that would be a credit to the denomi
nation on freehold land in the neighbourhood of old Soho, and what he 
considered to be the call of God be was faithful to. He believed that 
be was called to erect that structure, and he patiently plodded on. He 
did not see it free from debt, but the chapel will ever remind us of 
his perseverance. . 

We think of our brother as the faithful pastor and lover of God's 
t· uth. With. his natural genial disposition and lovable nature, there 
must have been temptations to depart a little here and there, but he was 
faithful to the principles which God instilled into his mind. A faithful 
pastor, an honest exponent of God's truth, and he felt he could die on 
the truths he had preached, and he could go to heaven and sing of sove
reign grace better than he could sing on earth. 

We are here to-day to . honour the memory of our beloved brother 
Box, especially in connection with the Metropolitan' Association of Strict 
Baptist Churcbes--associated with that body from the first, though not 
as its secretary .. Soon, however, be was in. office~, and for more than a 
quarter of a century our brot_ber filled the office of secretary, and what 
a secretary ! Many and many a time we have heard the remark that our 
brother Box was a born secretary. How be lived, not only for the Church 
at Soho, but for the Churches ! How his desire was to serve them to 
the utmost of bis .ability, painstaking to a great degree, conscientious in 
all he did! He did his work well, not in a half-hearted way. It was 
the Master's service, and he believed that what was done .for Him should 
be done well. The name of John Box will be associated with the Asso
ciation as long as the world shall last. Many will say in the days that 
are to come, What a remarkable man was John Box! There have been 
times when the Churches have bad to thank God for .His loving dis
position. In :the early days ,of the Association there was some · little 
friction; but our beloved brother always had the oil of love with him, 
and many a friction bas been removed by his kind nnd loving words. 
He lived to see a.ll that pass away, and the Association firmly estab
lished, and oh, how the heart of our beloved brother rejoiced therein ! 
He was one of the trustees, and so died in harness in connecUon with 
the Association.-

We are here to honour our brother also for his position as president 
of the SLi:iet &ptist Mission. Here again our brother died in harness. 
One of the most beautiful letters I ever read was penned by him after 
the annual meeting in October. I wrote him and told him he was re
elected. His reply shows no sign of brain trouble. His heart was full 
of joy at his brethren's regard for him. God only knows what his posi
tion as president has cost him I He. was true and fai~hfnl to his con
victions; in that, though some may have differed from him, all right-
minded men will agree. . . , , 

He was :ilso one of the· vice-presidents of the :Ministers' Association. 
Our brother· has· gone. He loved God, He loved the Saviour, and 

oh, how ma-ny times he must have felt the- tiweetness of those words, 
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"Sweet the moments -riqh in blessings." That hymn must -have been 
exceedingly precious to him all through his lifo and ministry. We are 
here to speak of the grace of God, and magnify it. The works of our 
brother do follow him. The works of Christ, our Forerunner went 
before. Our brother entered heaven as a believer in the Lord .Jesus Christ 
and his works follow him. May we learn from our dear brother to do what 
we have to do in a right spirit. How beautiful the spirit of our brother 
Box I He was an honour to any society into which he was introduced. 

He is happy-we are sad-yet happy to think of his happin0S11, and 
so, beloved brethren, before we go to the grave, I picture a little scene 
before my mind"s eye. Our beloved sister, Mrs. Box, for whom we have 
the deepest sympathy, and commend her to the Master, she lays her 
garland upon this casket, which contains the mortal remains of our 
brother, saying, '' He was a good husband to me." The sons and 
daughters come and lay their garl'and on the coffin; they have lost a 
good father. What, wise counsel he must have given them, what prayers 
they must have heard in that home, what counsel and t~ching ! May 
the voice of the Father be followed by the voice of the, Spirit in each 
heart. Yes, they have lo!!t a beloved father. The Churcll at Soho
honourable, upright, I never knew a case of more thorough devotedness 
to the pastor than that of the Church at Soho during the last twelve 
months-the Church comes and lays its garland upon the coffin, and 
says," We have lost a beloved pastor." The Association comes to lay 
its tribute-and every Church loved him-the members loved him. ~o 
one, I am sure, belonging to any one of the Churches connected with 
our Association-I say it advisedly and soberly-I don't believe tl:ere is 
one man who can say John Box ever said an unkind word to him. The 
Association reveres his memory, and lay its tribute of affection on his 
coffin. The " Mission " comes !io lay its tribute. There are brethren 
who differed from him as to mode of procedure, and so on, but I think 
most are united to-day, and clasp hands once more, and lay a garland on 
his casket. The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society comes with its garland, 
for he has always been its staunch friend, and the Ministers' Association 
brings its garland. Yea, the world honours John Box for his Christian 
courtesy and consistency. 

Above all, I hear a voir-e from heaven saying, "Write, Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labours, and their works do follow them." 
Our brother rests from his labours-a labourer indeed, no loiterer; he 
never scamped his work. The Mastf!/r Himself comes to-day to lay His 
garland (forgive the expression), "WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL 
SERVANT, ENTER THOU INTO THE JOY OF THY LORD." 

Many of thoae present then followed to the grave, where others were 
awaiting the arrival of the funeral. With deep emotion the hymn, 
'' For ever with the Lord," was sung, and pastor E. MITCHELL gave a 
solemn and suitable address. He said:-

BELOVED BRETHREN AND DEAR FRIENDS,-It would be little if any 
short of a crime for me to keep you standing here on the wet grass for any 
length of time. Yet we cannot lay t)ie remain~ of our beloved ~rather 
Box to rest without a few words. It is not our custom to eulog1Se the 
creature, but we glorify God in our dear departed br~ther. Wheo. I th:ink 
of John Box straightway the picture of Barnabas arises before my mind. 
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His portrait is thus drawn for us ill Holy Writ: "He was a good man, 
and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith." Our brother was emphati
cally a" good man," such an one in his measure as was Barnabas. To us 
he was eminently 

'• A BROTHER BELOVED.'' 

We t'•ink that in spirit he resembled the beloved disciple whose name
i,ake hi was. God made him of a finer texture natura!ly than some of 
us have been made of. We are at best but as rough homespun, but his 
was a finer and more sensitive nature. God made him naturally a gentle
man, and in his early life implanted His grace within him, and so made 
him a true " Christian gentleman "-the highest type of man. I do 
but voice your feelings, brethren, when I say that we not only loved 
him, but we were pro11d of him as II representative of our Churches and 
Association. We glorify God in him. A gentleman in manners, a saint 
in spirit, a brother in sympathy, and ever wise in counsel, was our dea1· 
brother. David's lament over Jonathan rises to our lips : "We are 
distressed for thee our brother John: very pleas!mt hast thou been 
unto us." 

He was not only a brother beloved, but also 
"A FAITHFUL MINISTER OF THE LORD," 

When the call to open service came to our brother, and became unmis
takable in his soul, he did not consult with flesh and blood, but went 
forth in bis Master's service, at some considerable material loss. He 
knew the trnth of God experimentally, preached it intelligently in the 
spirit of love, and abode unswervingly by it to the end. " He fought 
the good fight, he has finished his course, he kept the faith," and will 
receive the crown of righteousness from the hand of his beloved Lord in 
that day. 

In labours he was more abundant, for he was not only the faithful 
and laborious pastor to the Church at Soho, but his name and praise are 
in all the Churches whom he delighted to serve on special occasions. It 
were difficult if not impossible to say how much the M.A.S.B.O. owes to 
his labours as its devoted chief and honorary secretary for so many years. 
The Strict Baptist Mission also took a large toll from him. Time and 
strength were ungrudingly and unstintedly bestowed upon it. Indeed 
it will not be too much to say that Lis arduous labours, and anxiety in 
the cause of the Lord, ultimately broke down his naturally fine constitu
tion, and brought him to his end years earlier thrn otherwise might have 
been the case. 

We lay his mortal remains to rest. The labourer's toil is over; the 
Christian warrior has obtained the victory; the traveller's journey is 
ended; the exile has returned to his own country; the child has been 
welcomed to his Father's home. Thy spirit, brother, is with thy 
Saviour; 'tis but the casket we lay to rest. Death may seem to have 
conquered, but he could not touch thy real life, and his dominion over 
thy body shall soon be broken. We commit thesP mortal remains to 
the keeping of the grave in sure and certain hope of the resurrection of 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Three verses of the hymn, commencing " Give me the wings of faith 
to rise," were then sung, and prayer by brother E. Mitchell, in which he 
commended the widow and family to the mercy of the Lord, followed by 
the Benediction, brought the impressive services to a close. 
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The M.A.S.B.C. w~s represented by Messr@. Newman Frorn'l1v 
Cornwell, and Mutimer; tne Strict Baptist Mission by Mee~re. Abbott: 
Millwood1 and J. E. Flegg; and Mr. W. J. Styles attended as represent
ing the London Baptist Board. Among those present were pastors 
T. Jones (New Cross), It White (Woolwich), J. Parnell 1Stepney), ~
Uursh (Stratford), 0. S. Dolbey (Surrey Tabernacle), H. T. Chilvers 
( Keppel-street), A. Steele ( Bermondsey), E. Beecher (Croydon), and 
F. Fells (Highbury). J. E. FLEGG. 

A funeral sermon was preached by Mr. W .. J. Styles, at Soho Chapel, 
on the Lord's-day following the funeral, and sympathetic o.llusion~ to 
Mr. Box's death w1::re made from many pulpits on the same date. 

~igasdtorg japers an th.e ~pistl4 ta the ;!tomans. 
BY (THE LATE) G. w. SHEPHERD. 

No. 14.-CHAPI'ER V. 12, AND 18-21. 

"WHEREFORE, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death pagsed upon all men, for that all 

have sinned. • • . Therefore as by the offence of one judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation, even so by the righteousness of one 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one 
man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one 
shall many be made righteous. Moreover, the law entered that the 
offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound : that as sin bath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord." 

We must for a moment refer back to verse 12, in order to show that 
verse 18 naturally followa it-reading the parenthesis (vers. 13-17) by 
itself. In verse 1:2 it is said that by " one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned." In verse 18 the converse is asserted : "Even so by rhe 
righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men unto justification 
of life." The word all in the text is pointed to by the advocates of 
universal redemption 11s an argument in their favour. But taken in 
that sense it wouln. prove too much ; for that all mankind are justified 
unto eternal life is contrary to fact, for the wicked, unquestionably, are 
condemned to punishment. So that to attempt to prove universal re
demption from this passage is attempting to prove a falsehood, and to 
invalidate it altogether. The meaning of the word "all " is governed 
by the expression·• even so," which signifies in a simila1· manner. For, 
just as by relationship to Adam, all that are in him have come under con
demnation; so, likewise, all included in the headship of Christ receive 
the free gift of justification by His righteousness; and, as though to leave 
no doubt on the subject, the apostle, in the following verse, uses the 
word "many," and the one word e:i:plains the other. "For as by the 
disobedience of one mfl.ny were made sinners, so by the obedie:p.ce of one 
shall' many be made righteous." 

It has ah'eady been pointed out that the existence of sin, and its 
consequent condemnation by the law, did not require that the law 
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should be written. .We are now informed why it was written at ull. 
"Moreover, the law entered that the offence mi"ht abound." Not rhnt 
it is for a moment to be thought that the law"' created offenC<'s where 
none before existed, for its province is t'l prohibit sin, and threaten tliu 
sinner. The meaning is that it was proclaimed to discover sin where it 
w11s not suspected to exist. If Christ had ·come into the world, un<l 
lived and died without its revelation, it would nevet· have appent·ed how 
great was the necessity for His work; how deplorably man had falleu; 
how miserably helpless was his condition; how indispensable it was that 
such a Saviour :;hould •effect such a salvation. To enhance this work, 
therefore, and to magnify the Redeemer's character, it was ordered with 
peculiar wisdom that a lengthened period should intervene,· dut'ing 
which, in the plainest language, and with nl}compromising persistence, 
the stern• voice of a holy law should pronounce its curse upon the cor
ruption and wickedness of generation after, generation. Thus .Lile 
Sa,iour's advent was rendered all the more auspicious and opporttine·by 
the lapse of previous centuries; and thus it was that "in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly." By this arrangement it was the more manifest 
that" where sin· abounded, grace did much more abound." When the 
forbearance of God had borne with man's rebellion above four thousand 
years; when it might have been thought that the measure of his iniqui
ties was full, and that the slumbering judgment of a ,despised Creator 
could not long be deferred, then the herald appears in the skies to. 
announce, "Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, and goodwill 
towards men." · .A.nd great as was the demerit of sin, abounding in the 
number of transgressions, as in the enormity of them, th.i grace of God 
superabounds. Yet another" MUCH MORE" is required to describe this 
matchless transaction. The Divine Redeemer gave HIMSELF, and as far 
as His person transcends the person of the guilty rebel for whom He 
dies, so much more does saving grace abound over hell-deserving sin. 

A.nd the apostle's ·conclusion is worthy of his reasoning: "That as 
sin has reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through right~us
ness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord." This verse is a sum
mary of the whole Gospel, and a grand climax to a grand argument. Thti 
sum of the whole is, as it were, put before m a~ a glance. Sin and 
grace are personified as two Sovereigns, each reigning according to I heir 
respective natures. But how widely different. The issue of the one is 
death, of the other eternal life; and this because the one comprehends 
nothing but disobedience, while the other is based on righteousness. 
And tlie praise and glory of grace, and of salvatiCln by it, are apprn
priately given to Jems Christ our Lord. The whole scheme and plm 
were formed for His glory; the whole of the me· itorious work wa~ 
wrought by His obedience and death; every saved soul is the purchase 
of His blood; ev~ry blessing of redemption is the gift of His band, anrl 
to Him belong the eternal hallelujahs whicti. shall celebrate the com
pletion of His marvellous work. 

Go where you will, your soul will find no rest but in Christ's 
lJosom. Inquire for Him, come to Him., and rest you in Obrist, the 
Son of God. I sought Him, and I found in Him all I can wish or · 
wao,t.-Ruthlrford. 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 45 

THE METAPHORS OF PAUL'S EPI8TLES. 
BY W. H. RosE. 

No. !.-Military. 

AMONG the " divers manners" in which God has conveyed His truth 
to men the metctphorical holds a very prominent place. The trans

f~r~nce of a word from a li~eral to _an analogical sense not only gives 
v1v1dness to the matter under 1llustrat1on, but, by the law of association 
it also serves to fix the subject in the memory. The sacred writers wer~ 
led to use metaphors suggested by their surroundings, circumstances, and 
occupations. How perfectly natural it seem:! for David the shepherd to 
express his confidence in the Divine care thus: " The Lord is my 
Snepherd ; I shall not want ; " for Amos the herd-man to compare the 
effeminate rulers of 1Samaria to the "kine of Bashan." So with the 
writings of the Apostle Paul ; the scenes among which his busy life was 
spent, or the circumstances of those to whom his letters were addressed, 
furnished him with abundant materials for illustrating and enforcing 
the great principles of the Gospel. The purpose of this series of papers 
is to draw attention to the principal of the metaphors so suggestively 
employed. Those of a military cast will first engage our thoughts. 

Several incidents of Paul's life connected him, in a way peculiarly 
intimate, with Roman soldiers arid their equipment. His arrest and 
imprisonment in the garrison of Antonia at Jerusalem (Acts xxi.), the 
military escort to Antipatris, his two years' confinement at Cresarea, the 
centre of the provincial military government. Then his voyage, as a 
prisoner, to Rome in charge of the Centurion Julius and a hundred 
soldiers,· probably the Prretorian guards. Arrived at Rome "the 
Centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard "-a 
captain commanded a thousand men. " But Paul was suffered to dwell 
by himself with a soldier that kept him." Roman soldiers were respon
sible with their own lives for the security of their prisoners. This 
originated the painful custom, specially trying to a sensitive man like 
Paul, of fastening them with a long- ligbt chain by the right wrist to the 
left wrist of the guard. This circumstance gives pathetic interest to 
Col. iv. 18: "The salutation of me, Paul. Remember my bonds." 
As he traced the salutation with his right hand the chain would clank 
against the table. Again, read in this light, how realistic 2 Tim. ii. 
2 and 9 becomes. In ver. 2 we see the inured soldier, and in ver. 9 we 
hear the coupling-chain. Cresar had bound the preacher, but he could 
not fetter the Gospel. 

Such daily contact with Roman legionaries qualified Paul to give the 
animated metaphorical dEscription of spiritual warfare in the sixth 
chapter of Ephesians, to which we will now turn, beginnin.1r at the 
tenth verse : " Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the 
conquering power of His might." (Conybeare and Howson.) It was 
the custom of the Roman general to address his legions on the eve of 
battle in words calculated to excite their patriotism and stimulate their 
energies. Here, in view of the fearful foes arrayed against them, the 
sacramental hosts· of God's elect are exhorted to look away from their 
own weakness and insufficiency to the strength and energy of the Lord. 
It is the echo of His own rallying word-'' Be of good cheer : I have 
overcome the world." In this verse we have the passive, as in the. next 

E 
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we have the active aspect of the believer's attitude. The Greek in the 
margin of R.V. emphasises thil!: "Be made powerful in the Lord." 
F?r spiritual conflict we must be_ fil_led with strength as well as covered 
with armour. The coat of mail 18 useless without the brave heart 
How fortifying it is, in moments of self-despair, to be assUl'ed by the 
Captain of the Lord's host, " My str,mgth is perfected in strengthless
ness." Like Joseph," the arms of our hands are made strong by the 
hands of the Mighty One of Jacob" (Gen. xlix. 24, R.V.). In verses 
11 and 12 there is a graphic survey of the hostile camp. (a) The 
commander-" the Devil." (b) His forces-" principalities, powers, 
rulers, wicked spirits" (marg,) contradistinguished from "flesh and 
blood," spiritual as opposed to material foes. (c) His position-" high 
places," (marg.) "heavenly places." (d) His stratagems, for such is the 
force of the word "wiles." (The masterpiece of these is given in 2 Cor. 
ii. 14, "Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.") How 
important it is in the spiritual campaign, as in the temporal, to be 
acquainted with the character, resources, plans and methods of the foe. 
Here is information on these vital points from an Intelligence Depart
ment that never errs, and it will save us from many a disaster if we 
prayerfully act upon it day by day. "Lest Satan should get an 
ad vantage of us ; for we are not ignorant of his devices." 

"The strength of the Lord" and" the armour of God" only are a 
match for the Devil. Observe the repeated phra~e, "The whole armour 
of God." The word so translated-our English spellibg of it is 
"panoply "-signifies both armour of defence and weapons of attack. 
The Christian, like the Roman warrior, must be armed from bead to 
foot, for an unprotected part gives the enemy his opportunity. Note, 
also, the word "stand" in veri!es 11 and 14. In a close hand to band 
combat, and the word "wrestle" in verse 12 alludes to that especially, 
firmness of attitude was essential to stout resistance, and eventual 
conquest. So the Corinthians are enjoined : "Watch ye, stand fast in 
the faith, quit yon like men, be strong." The military idea comes out 
clearly in Phil. i. 27, 28 : " Stand fast, in nothing terrified by your 
adversaries.'1 Lovers of "Pilgrim's Progress" will recall the incident of 
Mr. Standjast's resistance to the wily overtures of Madam Bubble. But 
the word " stand" occurs in verse 13 in a different connection : 
"having done all to stand." The marginal reading, supported by some 
of the best critics, is certainly clearer than the text-" having overcome 
all to stand." The foe we withstand in the evil day may beat a retreat, 
as we read : "Resist the devil and he will flee from you." But be 
may return for another and more determined assault. "When the 
devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from Him/or a season," 
He soon came back, reinforced with many an "unclean spirit." Some 
of us have learned that a vicliory is as difficult to keep as it is to get. 

" Principalities and powers 
Mustering their unseen array, 

Wait for thine unguarded hours; 
Watch and pray." 

Our armour must never be removed, our watch must never be relaxed. 
'' Wherefore," saith Great Heart," good Master Standfast, be as your 
name is, and when you have done all, Stand." 

There is a great divergence of views among expositors, both ancient 
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and modem, as to the precise signification of the several parts of " the 
panoply of God." Some are of opinion that they denote features of 
Christian experience ; others, that they designate graces of Christian 
character. Among the latter are some of the Puritan divines and also 
the Calvinistic annotators of the Geneva Version. May not the phrase 
"put on," in verse 11, supply us with a key to the difficulty ? In other 
passages where the same phrase is used the reference is to character and 
conduct, e.g., chap. iv. 22-24 : "That ye put off concerning the former 
way of life (Alford) the old man, and that ye put on the new man, which 
after God (after His likeness) is created in righteousness and true 
holine~s." The believer cannot be said to "put on" the new man in the 
sense of the experience of the new birth ; but only in the sense of the 
outward manifestation of its holy and righteous nature. He works out 
whaL God works in. The alternative interpretation will be noted, and 
readers will decide for themselves. 

"Having your loins girt about with truth." This refers to the 
strong belt, made of leather and studded with metal plates, which the 
soldiers fastened firmly round their loins : it was necessary for compact
ness and firmness. There is an Old Testament parallel in Isa. xi. 5 : 
" Righteousness shall be the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness (Sept. 
' truth') the girdle of His reins." This has suggested to some that the 
apostle means the confidence and firmness derivable from the sincerity 
of a conscience void of offence toward God and man. His own defence 
against the slanderous attacks of certain Corinthians is thus worded : 
" Our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity 
and godly sincerity ... we have had our conversation," &c. "Great," 
says Grotius, "is the laxity of falsehood : truth binds the ma11." 
"Truth in the inward parts " ( cf. "the girdle of his reins") braces the 
believer for assaults upon his integrity. It is intere3ting to trace a 
connection between the word " integrity-" and the utility of girding the 
legionary's loins. The view of others is that a knowledge and belief of 
the truth is intended. 

" Having on the breastplate of righteousness." This piece of armour 
covered the body from the neck to the thighs. Here, again, we are 
reminded of a parallel in Isa. Ji.,:. 17 : " He put on righteousness as a 
breastplate." If "truth" refers to integrity of conscience, then 
" righteousness " here refers to rectitude of character. The word is 
used adverbially in this sense in Titus ii. 12 : "We should live 
righteously ... in this present world." May not some of us see in 
1 John iii. 7 that the neglect of this " breastplate" has been the occasion 
of many a weakening wound ? " Little children, let no man deceive 
you : he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous." 
It is not here the question of justification from the guilt of sin ; that 
has been effected by the imputation of the blood and righteousness of 
Christ (the interpretation of the "breastplate" adopted by some); but it 
is the confronting of " spiritual wickedness" with God-like r~qhteousness. 

"Your feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace." The 
allusion is to the strong studded sandals with which the Roman soldier 
was shod. These, unlike our conventional cramping boot, were a, 
" -preparation " for steadiness in standin!? and swiftness in running. 
Monie points out that though the Greek word occurs here only in tl.te 
~ew Testament it is fonnd several times in the Septuagint, denoting 
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equipment in the special form of base or pedestal (e.q., Ezra iii. H, A.V., 
" bases"). He, therefore, argues for the idea of steadfastness. But 
Hodge strongly inclines to the thought of cheerful readiness, and 
paraphrMes thus : " Y oar feet shod with the alacrity which the Gospel 
of peace gives." This is sustained by Alford's rendering: "The 
readiness of the Gospel of peace." " Preparedness to do and suffer all 
that God wills, as a Christian soldier," is the comment of A. R. Fausset. 
Peace with God and war with Satan are correlated. R1>conciliatio11 to 
God necessitates antagonism to sin. The militant saint adopts the 
motto of Cromwell: "Peace through war." /• 

•• Above ell, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
l!llench all the fiery darts of the wicked." The word here translated 
" shield " means a large oblong one, 4 feet long and 2½ broad. Plutarch, 
in an account of an engagement with the Macedonians, speaks of the 
long shields of the Romans that reached from head to foot. This, 
perhaps, may explain the phrase·· above all"-" to cover all" (C. & H.) 
Historians tell us that arrows and darts were sometimes charged with. 
combustibles, the simplest form being to wrap the shaft near the point 
in burning tow. How invaluable would be the large shield to intercept 
these terrible missiles ! " Fiery darts," what an apt metaphor for the 
malignant injections of the evil one (R.V.) Sceptical doubts, 
polluted imaginations, wrathful passions, how speedily these kindle the 
inflammable corruption of our fallen nature ! But what strong comfort 
lies in the assurance that with the shield of faith " we shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.'' "The shield of faith." One 
of the most experimental expositors of this Epistle says: ·' That faith 
whereby we resolutely rely on God and His Word for deliverance from 
temptation." We are "guarded by the power of God through 
faith." J. C. Philpot, an eminently instructive writer, searchingly 
comments on this passage thus: "You have no evidence that you are 
an heir of God and are being kept by His power unto . salvation, unless 
you ha,e some experience how He keeps, and that as it is by power on 
His part, so it 1s through faith on yours." Hodge interprets it 
primarily, of the faith that justifies. 

"And take the helmet of salvation." Again a parallel to Isa. lix. I 7, 
" He put a helmet of Ealvation on bis head." The helmet being made 
of metal and surmounted by a plume, would be the brightest and most 
conspicuous part of the &rmour. It was literally the crowning piece, 
and added to the dignity of the soldier's appearance. In l ThPss. v. 8, 
the apostle speaks of the helmet as "the hope of salvation." In its 
fullest sense "salvation" embraces the whole range of our preservation 
from all that menaces our spiritual sa~ety. Generally, the word is used 
strioCily fu the future tense, covering our deliverance from the power of 
sin, dtllth. and the; gt'll,Ve. "Now is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed." "Unto them that look for Him shall He appear, a.pa1t from 
sin, unto salv.atiori." This blessed hope gives animation to the believer's 
spirit, he lift!:! up his bead, knowing that his redemption draweth nigh. 
Christian hope, as Cowper sings : 

'' Plucks amaranthine joys from bowers of bliss, 
And crowns the soul, while yet a mourner here, 
With wreaths like those triumphant spirits wear." 

"And the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God." 'l'his is 
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the only offensive weapon mentione.J. There were two kinds of swords 
used by the Romans, tbe broMi-sworJ and t.he dirk-sword • the latter 
being short and double-edged, was used in close combat. " The Word of 
God is ••• sharper than any two-edged sword." The Lord Jesus 
combated the devil with the sword of the Spirit. To each temptation 
He answered: '· It is written." Upon this Bishop Hall suggestively 
remarks : '· How easy bad it been for our Saviour to have confounded 
Satan by the power:of His Godhead! But He rather chooses tovanquish 
him by the sword of the Spirit, that He might tP.ach us how to resist and 
overcome the powers of darkness. If He had subdued Satan by the 
almighty power of the Deity, we might have had what to wonder at, but not 
what to imi~ate : now He useth that weapon which may be familiar 
unto us, that He may teach our weaknes~ how to be victorious. ~ othing 
in heaven nor earth can beat the forces of hell but the Word of God. 
How carefully should we furnish ourselves with this powerful munition, 
how should our hearts and mouths be fall of it ! " 

We have seen the soldier equipped. Turning to 2 Tim. H. 3, 4, 
we see him suffering the hardships of warfare. "Suffer hardship with 
me, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. (How the Apostle prized com
radeship!) No soldier on service entangleth himself in the affairs of this 
life, that he may please him who enrolled him as a soldier" (R.V.) 
The idea is not a solitary encounter, but a protracted campaign, involv
ing many a fierce conflict and many a weary march. Here is e. hint to 
the Christian warrior as to the need of patient self-denying endurance 
and firm separation from all interests incompt1tible with his main pur
pose. There is a motto over one of the old mansions in High Street, 
Edinburgh, which reads : "Who bears, overcomes." 

In 2 Cor. x. 3-6, we read, "We do not war after the fle3b. For 
the wet1pons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty throul?h God 
to the pulling down of strongholds. Casting down imaginitions, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledg-e of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thougllt to the obedience of Christ." 
Here, as Dean Ho1vson points out, we have a vivid allusion to the siege 
of a towering fortress. · Rock fortresses once bristled along the coast of 
Paul's native Cilicia; these the Romans literally pulled down in their 
wars against thti pit-ates. At the very time of his writing, a strong 
fortress, the Acropolis, towered over Corinth. In such a place as this 
the prisoners of war would be confined and reduced to subordination. So 
the apostle speaks of bringing every proud, God-defying thought into 
"captivity "-into the "obedience" of, or subjection to Christ. It is 
scarcely necessary to show the application of the metaphor to t~e 
"pu~ling-down " of the seemingly impregnable fortresses of J uda1c 
exclusiveness and Pagan superstition in the early centuries and of Papal 
prntensions later on. Much of the pessimism, and therefore weakn~ss of 
the Church to-day is the result of a diminished faith in the sufficiency 
of spiritual weapons alonti for the achievement of spiritual conques~. 
Tile inscription over the cross which Constantine is said to have seen 1;11 
the sky sugge;ts a counselling word for the present hoar-" By this 
conquer." 

'l'here is a reference in the same epistle to the triumphal procession of 
a victorious commander. "Now thanks be unto God, which always 
Ciuseth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of His 
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knowledge by us in every place. F.or we are unto God a sweet savour 
of Christ in them that are saved and in them that perish" (2 Cor. ii. 
H. 15 ). The highest military honour obtainable in the Roman state was a 
triumph, or solemn procession, with which a victorious genel·al and his 
army advanced through the city to the Capitol. First c1me tbe musicians, 
singing and playing triumphal songs, the oxen for sacrifice with gilded 
horns and garlanded heads, the carriages comaining the spoils taken from 
the enemy ; after these followed the capti,e leaders in chains, with their 
children and attendants. (Our own British king 1Caractacus was thus 
led in triumph through Rome about ten years before Paul's arrival 
there). Then came a long train of persons carrying smoking perfumes. 
Sometimes prisoners were pardoned and spared-Caractacus and his 
family, for instance,-but very often they were all executed. The 
Rensed Yersion reads : "Who always leadetb us in triumph in Christ." 
Paul is thus reprernnted as a rebel whom Christ has conquered and 
pardoned. And further, the fragrance of Christ's grace is carried by 
the apostle where-er he proclaiips the Gospel. How fitly is a .redeemed 
sinner styled "a trophy of grace!" The same metaphor is used in 
Col. ii. 15, "And having spoiled principalities and powers, He made a 
sbow of them openly, triumphing over them in it." Here we see the 
whole process-the victor stripping his foes of arms and ornaments 
(" He disarmed the principalities, &c.," C. & H.) and then parading 
them as his captive,. " He led a multitude of captives" (Eph. iv. 8, 
Margin). What a significant fulfilment of Isaiah liii. 12 ! "He shall 
di,ide the spoils with the strong." . 

Want of space forbids more than a passing reference to Rom. vii. 23 ; 
the Jaw in the member.;i warring against the law of the mind. 
Rom. vi. 13 : "Yield yourselves unto God .... and your members as 
arms, or weapons, unto God" (Gk. in margin.) Coa'nected with the 
first clause of the verse we get the twofold idea of complete surrender, 
and transferred allegiance. Phil. iv. 7. Here Paul assures the 
Philippian believers that "the peace of God shall guard-literally, 
9arrison-their hearts and thoughts in Christ Jesus" (R.V). 

A. few words on the Last Trump in 1 Cor. xv. must bring the present 
article to a close. '' We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump, &c." This 
should be connected with verse 23, "But each man in his own order." 
The word translated "order" occurs nowhere else in the New 
Testament-it signifies a military division or rank. When the Roman 
general thought proper to move the camp be .gave the first trumpet 
signal to collect the baggage ; the second, to put the baggage on the 
beasts of burden ; the third and last, to march. There was a certain 
arrangement of the various troops and, of course, every soldier marched 
in his own order, or division. What vividness this fact gives to the 
threefold summons in 1 Thess. iv. 16, "For the Lord Himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trump of God." "Every man in his own order." (1) The 
spirits of ju~t men summoned from paradise. (2) Their bodies 
summoned from the grave. (3) Those saints who are alive and remain 
changed and caught up with the others. What precision I What order I 
What ease ! " A.t tbe last trump " the once militant, but then 
triumphant host of God's elect shall march homeward to be for ever with 
the Lord. 
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 

BY H. S. L. 
Feathered Folk. No. 2.-Aquatic Birds (continuecl). 

AMONG wading birds one kind, called '' Rai1!1," are noticeable for their 
short wings, which fit close to the body. Thie is a wise arrarwe

ment of the Great Creator, as it enables these birds to move easily amo"'no
the reeds in search of their food, which consists chiefly of small insect~ 
worms, seeds, and the like; they are mostly good flyers-the migrating 
species travelling very long distances, nesting in the Northern climates 
and removing before the winter to the sonny ~outh. ' 

The Jacanas, a sub-family of the Rtil~, only inhabit warm countries, 
and are found in Sooth America, Africa, India, and Australia. Their 
legs and claws are exceedingly long and slender, and the claws are unlike 
any other bird'!!. Many of them have very handsome plumage. The 
pheasant-tailed Jacana is the largest of the family, and lives among the 
marshes and reedy banks of India and Ceylon. It generally has 
different coloured feathers in summer and winter, is a bold bird, and has 
a loud cry, which some have compared to the mew of a eat, and others to 
the distant cry of a hound; the flesh is said to be good for food, bot when 
shot, if not instantly killed, it dives deep in the water and remains with 
only its bill at all visible. Both of these Indian J acanas have been kept 
in aviaries, and have thriven upon shrimps and similar food. 

The water Rails are found in Engl.and ; they are of brown plumage, 
streaked with black, and variegated in parts with grey and reddish 
brown. Thongb. nearly a foot long the body of this bird is so thin that 
it scarcely measures 3 inches across the back, and thus it is able to 
creep very easily through the reeds, and does not rise to the surface 
unless hunted ; so that, although it lives in our country all the year 
round, it is hardly ever seen. It cannot fly well, though it is a good 
swimmer and diver ; its nest is generally hidden on the ground among 
herbage, or amongst the reeds, and the eggs number from 6 to 10 at a 
time, The baby chicks are only like little black balls of down; but at 
their earlie3t age they will, if frightened, betake themselves to the water, 
and very cleverly hide amongst whatever may be growing there. 

The blue Water Hens are found in most countries excepting th.e 
Northern ones; they are much larger than the English Moor Hen, and 
are very beautiful when seen upon the wing. Moor Hens and Coots are 
small black birds, often found near ponds in different parts of the 
country, the latter having an ivory-white "shield" on the forehead, the 
former a small red one. The nest, formed of dead rushes, is often con
cealed somewhere a little above the water, and is quite warm and dry, 
and two broods are generally reared in the season, the second family 
being less numerous than the first. The Coots do not seem to care for 
rivers, but prefer large ponds or lakes ; their feathers are very close and 
compact ( we might say waterproof), and they swim very well. 

Snipes form another family of wading birds, and among the so-called 
"Painted Snipes," the females are both larger, and more brightly 
coloured than the males, a most unusual occurrence among birds ; they 
are found in India, Africa, Australia, and the warmest parts of South 
America. 

The Curlews, a species of Snipe, are found in England in the 
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summer; they are about the size of chickens, but look much larger 
with their long legs, and long curved bills, which are round from end to 
end. Their plumage is a mixture of brown, grey, and white~ They are 
migratory, and c,m -fly long distances to and from their southern winter 
quarters. Curlews lay 4 eggs, and the young ones can run about and 
find their own food (consisting of worms, water insects, and the like) as 
soon as they are hatched. The common Snipe is a resident in England, 
other kinds are occasional visitors in the autumn and winter ; about 24 
species are found in different countries, and the eggs are very large in 
proportion to the size of the parent bird. 

Plovers form another family of wading birds, and about 100 species 
are to be met with in various parts of the world.. They are generally 
thick set, with short legs and !)ills, and long pointed wings. So.me are 
called Golden, others Grey, and otl-ers again Kentish Plovers-the latter 
are small birds, with greyish-brown feathers above, w~ite underneath, 
and the heads b inde:l with black and white. Many of these birds have 
different plumage according to the time of year. 

The Lapwing, or Green Plover, is a pretty bird about 13 inc_hes 
long, with a curved crest, bright green top feathers, white under ones, 
black head and fore neck, and black and white tail. , 

Ducks, Geese, and Swans we are all fami]iar with, but he-re again we 
come upon many varieties. Of ducks it is said_ there are more than 180 
species, and. our common domesticated birds ard descendants of wi}d 
fowls. Wild ducks in summer frequent the rh-e::s of Northern climes, 
snch as Stberia, Lapland, o.nd Greanland, and so numerous are they that 
those rivers are almost covert'd with the feathered sailors, but frost soon 
makes them remove to warmer climes ; their flight is high, rapid, and 
sustained, and they arrive in our regions. about the middle of October. 
They are very wary and suspicious of danger, and are most generally 
c mght by nets and snares of different kinds. . . 

Geese vi-it England in the winter ; they used to live here altogether, 
but the drainage and cultivation of the swamps drove away or destroyed 
this race of wild birds. but they breed in the Hebrides and some parts 
of Scotland. Geese, as we know, are valued for their. flesh and .their 
feathers, and formerly their quill.s were in greater demand for writipg 
purposes, and their small feathers for beds, than at the present time. 

Of Swans there are about 10 species. Our swans when young are 
grey, and white when fully grown, as a rule. The Australian species are 
black, while very handsome black-necked swans are found in South 
America. As we all know the movements of these birds are awkward 
on the land, but exceedingly graceful in the water, and they add greatly 
to the charm of our country ponds, and the ornamental lakes of our 
parks and public gardens. 

There are several other feathered folk who delight in paddling, 
wading, diving or swimming, and we may perhaps return to them some 
future time. But we wisll ever to direct our readers' minds to the 
wisdom, power, and Jove of that glorious God, who made 

" All things bright and. beautiful, 
All creatures great and small," 

and to remind ourself and them that we, His sinful creatutes, need His 
forgiveness and salvation, as well as His protection and providential care, 
and that the message of His grace is, " God so loved the world that He 
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gave Hill only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should no& 
perish, but have everlasting life." May the Lord give us that preciou~ 
faith. Amen. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

" What are these which are arrayed in white robes? • . . These a.re they 
which came out.of great tribulation."--Rev. vii. 1'3, 14. 

·1N early life h_eaven appears to be a very great way off, but as years 
go by, and "friend after friend departs," and especially when some 

of our dearest ones "cross the bar," then the distant city comes very 
near to us. There are solemn, sacred mocnente spent alone, when we 
think of those who have "crossed the flood," and have joined in the 
triumphant song of tho redeemed of God. Moments, I repeat, when 
W esley'e lilweet sung comes to one's mind with indescribable preciousness, 
-0alming one's heP..rt, and breathing a hallowed benediction of peace, joy 
and hope· upon one's spirit. Let me, dear reader, write down the words 
which are so expressive of the present and future life of the family 
which in heaven ·and earth are named :--

"One family, we dwell in Him: 
One Church a.hove, beneath, 

Though now divided by the stream, 
'lhe narrow stream of death •. 

One army of the living God, 
To His command we bow ; 

Part of the host have crossed the flood, 
And part a.re crossing now." 

I)ivision there is, yet unity. The part in heaven, the part on earth, 
form "one family,"" one army," and one Church. The dwelling-place 
of both is-God! The division is narrow, limited : it is only a thin 
veil. Paradise is very near, only the stepping out of this earthly taber
nacle, cro!!bing the stream of death, and we are " at home with the 
Lord." Such is the simple yet assured faith of the writer of these lines. 
My hope, trust, confidence, are in my Beloved Lord; on His merits, His 
salvation, His grace and love, do I rest. On this immovable rock I 
stand, in His covenant love I am embraced. He has covered me witb. 
His righteousness, and clothed me with the garments of salvation: and 
graven me npon the palms of His hands. From Him no power in 
creation can sever. I shall one day see Him, and that glorious sight 
shall transform me to His perfect likeness. This, dear friend, is the 
hope of one tried soul, who m solitude can sit at His feet with delight, 
and find His fruit 1:1weet to my taste. In such moments it is ind1::eu 
well with my soul, and so it is with yours. Do pardon this digression. 
I will now proceed to considet· the question and a.newer before me. 

"WHO ARE THESE?" 

So the vision of the Be:oved ,Toho widens, expands, and becomes yet 
more immediate and clear. He has afull view of the blest inhabitants of 
Zion. To him life beyond was real, intensely beautiful, and transcendently 
glorious. The multitude redeemt:d were still in being, still conscious, 
intelligent, active. We naturally think of the Transfiguration scene,-
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the appearance of Moses, and Elias. Centuries had pasted l!ince Moses 
had gone up the steep and rugged N ebo, and had laid aside the things 
?f earth. _Centuries ha~ gone b~ since the glorious asceDsion of Elias 
m the chariot of .fire. Iet on tlus memorable occasion when "the ex
cellml glory" of the Living Christ was manifested, these two men
re~resentati'ves of Law and Prophecy appear, and are recognised as 
livmg men. From this marvellous incident I gather the beautiful idea 
of future life, that it is elevated above all temporal transitorine~s ; that 
the possessors of that l~fe are like the angl:lls of God. True, many ques
tions may arise respectmg those already in glory, such a@, Will there be 
no continuance there of the holiest ties of earth ? Will there be no 
indindual recognition, no continuance of the love founded upon the 
memories of the past ? From what we have said respecting Mosts and 
Elias, we cling to the idea that old relations of the past may subsist 
under new conditions. Does not the question before us suggest practi
cally the same idea, "Who are these ? ,, We answer, our friend@, our 
companions, transformed and glorified, yet still our friend,s. Another 
thought comes up, that heaven, its glory untold, its joys beyond con
ception, will be incomplete until the last elect one shall enter; then the 
•· It i:s finished," shall be turned into, "IT IS DONE." 

THEY ARE" ARRAYED IN WHITE ROBES." 

This indicates their spotless purity, their absolute and entire freedom 
from sin and stain. This thought opens up the grand and surprising 
wonders of Redemption, the efficacy of the precious blood of Jesus to 
cleanse comple1ely from pollution. It further suggests the graphic 
description of Paul concerning the perfection of the Church in its 
glorified state, "Without spot, wrinkle, or blemish." Can you conceive 
the snperlative perfection to which Sovereign grace can raiee the chosen 
of God ? Such is the condition of the glorified, such will be our condi
tion when " the abundant entrance " is given, and we are U!!hered itito 
the presence of our exalted King. 

We must pass on to notice the Divine answer given to the question 
asked. 

"rHEY CAME OUT OF GREAT TRIBULATION." 

"·Once they were mourners here below, 
And wet their couch with tears; 

They wrestled hard, as we do now, 
With Eins, and doubts, and fears." 

Their path was rough, rugged and thorny. They were not carried olong 
on "flowery beds of ease,'' but found out that it was through mur,h 
tribulation they entered the glory-land. It often appears a deep mystery 
to us hovr some of the "excellent of the earth" suffer. The deep and 
painful afflictions, the many wearisoine days and nights appointed them, 
the many privations, the very straitened circumstances, the heavy 
cross, and the big burden they carry. How greatly exercieed, and how 
exceedingly painful are their experiences. There are times when heart, 
hope and flesh fail l The'3e are n'l strange things, but are common to 
all God's .J.eat· redeemed family. We all share some of these trials. 

I would not dwell on the dark side but rather catch a glimpse of the 
bright light on the othe1· side of the cloud. They came out. Their 
trials did not consume them, but were means in God's hands in purify
ing them, fitting them for what H~ had already reserved for them. Do, 
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deat· reader, think of these words " came out." They suggest the precious 
thought of the prophet when speaking of the " waters, rivers and fire." 
He assured them that they passed through. They were not left to 
perish, nor were the rivers allowed to overflow them, nor did the fire 
kindle upon them. Does not this assure us of a glorious conquest and 
a grand victory? Well, so is it with those in heaven; they 'have 
triumphed over all, passed safely through all, and arrived safe and sound 
at the desired haven. Now .they are in very deed "set on high from 
oppression, and beyond the reach of sorrow." Let this thought live in 
my memory, in my heart, that however hard my lot, heavy my cross, 
great my trouble, bitter my cup of sorrow, and keen the persecution, I 
11hall by the grace of God overcome and join my frieI?ds who have 
obtained the prize, and ascribe all the glory to my Lord • 

. 67, Endwell .Road, S.E. 

SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

l.-J NTRODUCTION, 

IT has been my privilege in the Papers on "Baptists: What abont them?·• 
to direct the attention of our readerd to the History of the People called 
Baptists, and many important matters concerning both their Principles and 
their Practices ; also, in the Papers on "The Faithful Witness of the Baptist 
Martyrs," to record the power of God's grace as manifested in the lives, and 
especially in the deaths, of those who have gone before. 

I now propose to ask our readers to accomp.1.ny me in a sympathetic and 
careful study of the records of some of tbe most noteworthy as well as of 
the oldest Baptist Churches of England. 

Two paragraphs taken (quite recently) from our denominational column 
in one of the leading religious weeklies show that we are still primitive in 
practice and that we come of an ancient stock :-

" The ordinance of baptism has been administered, at Wilburton (Cambs), 
to fifteen persons in the River Ouse, by Mr. A. R. Routledge, in the presence 
of a congregation of 1,200 persons." 

"Tottlebank Baptist Church (Lanes.) has been celebrating its 232nd an
niversary. The old Church-book, which is carefully preserved, gives an 
account of the formation of the Church on August 18, 1669. One of its first 
members was Roger Sawrey, a colonel in Cromwell's army, and governor of 
the town of Ayr." 

The active and growing Baptist Church at Hill Cliffe, in Cheshire, dates 
back to the early years of the sixteenth century. We find there were Chris
tians here who held Baptist principles and followed Baptist practices in 
Wyckliffe's day. The formation of the present church at Hill Cliffe is stated 
to have taken place in 1522. 

PRESENT LIFE AND ~'RUlTFULNESS, 

I would here remark, by way of parentheijis, that the record of former 
times and the memories of our predecessors will prove but a musty ancestry 
where present life and fruitfulness are lacking. Not in any feeling of pride, 
not in any manifestation of a fettering prejudic.e ; but in the power of the 
living and present Redeemer and in the energy of His abiding Spirit, may 
our Baptist Churches of to-day find the theme of their origin grow in interest, 
passing along its racord of hopeful example and helpful teaching throughout 
the ages. 

But to proceed: At Bocking (Braintree), Essex, in 1550, an arrest 
was made of four Baptist ministers, named Humphrey Middleton, Hart, 
Brodebridge and Cole, and sixty members of the Church in that plare. 
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Humphrey Middleton belonged to the Church assembling at Faversham, 
Kent, a centre at that time of much missionary enterprise. The judicial ex
amination to which these good people were then subjected proves their 
organisation to have been complete. They met regularly for worship ; ad
ministered the ordinance of the Lord's Sapper to Baptized believers only, and 
so forth. Strype, the ecclesiastical historian, asserts that they " were the 
fa-st that made separation from the Reformed Church of England, ba.ving 
gathered congregations of their own." As, when arrested, they confessed 
that they bad not communed in the parish church for two years, this 
separation mast have taken place in 1548-before either Presbyterians or In
dependents were known in England. 

(Humphrey Middleton was burnt at Canterbury, July 12th, 1555.) 
Extinguished, or at least silenced, during the Marian and Elizabethan 

persecutions, we hear no more of the Essex Brethren till 1645, when Samuel 
Oates, a member of the Bell-Alley Churck, in London, and a zealous fellow
labourer wit!! Denne and Lamb, journeyed into Essex, and baptized numbers 
on a profession of faith. 

Ooe young woman so baptized, named Anne Martin, died a few weeks 
afterwards, and Oates's enemies used this circumstance to irritate the populace 
against him, as the cause of her death. An inquest was held, and Oates wae 
committed to Colchester jail, before the jury returned their verdict, and in
dicted for murder at the Chelmsford assizes. But it having been proved 
that the deceased had enjoyed unusually good health for some days after her 
baptism, Oates was acquitted; though some weeks afterwards, at Dunmow, 
the people dragged him out of a house and threw him into the river, eo 
"thoroughly dipping him." 

In the 15th century Baptist Lollards and Dutch Anabaptists had been 
found on the ~orfolk and Suffolk Coasts, and had taken root among the 
weavers of those counties-and we know the leavening power of truth. Its 
work, though unrecorded, is sure. I take these two known circumstances of 
the Bocking arrests and the Oates' trial as "floating straws" to show the 
tendency of that deep undercurrent of the Spirit's work in the Baptist Cause 
in that part of the country in those days long ago. SAMUEL BANKS. 

The Harbinger, Southwood Road, New Eltham, S.E., Jan., 11102. 

THE WAITING ONES. 

" Blessed are all they that wait for Him."-Iea. xxx. 18. 
WA.IT on, dear seeking child, blessings attend : 
Blest are thy waiting hours, blessed thine end; 
God counts thine every tear, hears every sigh, 
And though thou feel'st alone, Jesus is nigh. 
Wait on, poor anxious one, child of Hie choice, 
Soon she.It thou find thy Lord, soon hear His voice. 
What though He tarry yet-enough for thee 
That He has pledged His Word, thine help to be. 
We.it on, e.nd trust Him still; Jesus did know 
How thou would'st oft despair, how weary grow; 
How thou would'st wonder if thine heart be right, 
And how with doubts and fears thine hopes would fight. 
Yet wait, though wearied thou; God knows each fear: 
There is some joy awaits, some blessing near. 
"Be of good courage," then," be not dismayed:" 
He will ·• renew thy strength ; " Himself thine a.id. 
Then we.it, and patiently "Rest in the Lord; " 
Thy wa.y commit to Him, trusting Hie Word. 
He each desire fulfils, as eeemeth beet, 
.A.nd to the weary ones promises "rest.'' 
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Bleat Saviour, Thou who still doth intercede, 
Oh, carry the lambs, Lord, and gently lead; 
And on the perplexed, the fa.inting and weak, 
Bestow, ,oon bestow, the blessing they seek.-K. STAINES. 

THE PULPIT, THE PRES~, AND THE PEN. 
"The Story of the Br(lll)e Boys of Derry," 

by W. Stanley Martin .. London: 
Morgan & Scott, 12, Paternoster 
Buildings, E.C., a.nd R. Banks & Son, 
Racquet Court, E.C. Price One 
Shilling, boards; One Shilling and 
Sixpence, cloth. 

MR. MARTIN has written a brief, bright 
account, suited to our young folks, of 
the memorable siege of Londonderry. 
In these days, when Rome hides her 
claws, and fawns on Protestants, it is 
well that our youth should learn her 
real character from her past history ; 
and, as it is her proud boa.et that she 
never changes, what she has done in 
the pa~t, she will repeat in the future, 
if she but again obtains the power 
necessary to accomplish her will. 
Besides the story of the siege of Derry 
th"l book contains a chapter upon 
"Popish Plots." a poem entitled, 
"La.timer's Light," and the short story 
of Julianillo Hemandez, by Constance 
Serjeant. We commend this little book 
to all who are seeking suitable litera
ture for the young-it is profusely 
illustrated, and written in an interest-
ing manner. . 
" Christ Jesus the Lord, the triie 

Sabbath of Rest," and "How the 
Christian is conformed to Christ," 
by Robert Brown. London: W. 
Wileman, 55, Imperial Buildings, 
Ludgate Circus, E.C. Price One 
Shilling. 

THESE two tractates are reprints. The 
first deals with the Sabbath, and its 
inner and deeper meaning. We have 
never been able to give our hearty 

assent to some of Mr. Brown's inter
pretations of prophecy, though we 
always read what he writes with great 
respect, for he is a true student of the 
Scriptures. We cannot accept the 
millennial views set forth in this 
treatise, but the Author is a spiritual 
interpreter of no mean order, and we 
are in full accord with him in his view 
of the inner meaning of the Sabbath, 
and its true keeping being found alone 
in Christ Jesus the Lord. The follow
ing short extra.et will give a glimpse of 
the way the true Sabbath rest is 
presented by Mr. Brown. "And what 
is that Rest? It is rest of conscience 
from the guilt of sin, rest of spirit from 
the power of sin, rest of heart from the 
cares and bitrdens consequent upon the 
prevalence of sin; nay, more, much 
more ; for it is the very rest of Christ 
Jesus Himself in God." This is some
thing more than merely scratching the 
surface. The Author digs deep for the 
precious metal, the fine gold of the 
sanctuary. The second of these treatises 
deals with a most important subject, 
" How the Christian is conformed to 
Christ." This is dealt with doctrinally, 
experimentally, and practically. The 
hand of a master is manifest through
out. Here and there a phrase that we 
should not employ may be found, but 
on the whole it is a masterly piece of 
writing, calculated. by the blessing of 
God, to be of untold value to young 
Christians, or unestablished believers. 
Its less than forty small pages contain 
more real spiritual teaching than m· ny 
a pretentious volume. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT'S WORK INDESTRUCTIBLE.-" The operation of 
the Spirit in believers, the communion of the Holy Ghost, is a great 
mystery. He works more on them than they feel and know; and they 
feel more than they can express in words ; and they express more than 
any that have not received the same spirit of faith (2 Cor. ii. 13) can 
understand. But this we know, that wheresoever the Spirit of Christ 
applies His grace and power to the heart of a sinner, there is something 
wrought that day that shall last to eternity. There is by that Finger 
of God, that impression made upon the soul, and that mark left upon it, 
that shall never wear out, and that sin and Satan shall never be able 
to blot out again ; but it shall remain and grow, and be seen at the 
coming of Christ at the last day (Phil. i. 6)."-R. 'l'raill. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLB. 

TOTTENHAM. worthiness of Christ lay in His complex 
Person, and HiR finished work, and thl\t 
He is worthy to receive all the love 
His people can give1 and worthy to be 
preached in His glorious Gospel. 

The pastor, in conclusion, expressed 
a. few thouirhts from the words of the 
Psa.lmist, "Unto Thee,O Lordi do I lift 
up my soul." The soul uplifted in 
devotion, in prayer, in confession, in 
thanksgiving, and in expectation. 

Prayer by the pastor ooncluded a. very 
enjoyable meetinf., and collection 
showed a. good tot& , viz., £8 15s. 7d .. 

W.L. 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETHESDA). 
-The annual social gathering took 
place on Jan. 2nd. A goodly number of 
friends assembled. After tea a. public 
meeting was held, presided over by 
brother Oxborrow. He read Psalms 
cxxi. and cxxii., after which brother 
Thiselton implored the Divine b!,9esing. 
Brother Boddington next drew atten
tion to the importance of Christian 
fellowship as a. necessary element of 
prosperity. Brother Jefford, founder of 
the only Baptist Church in Portuira.I, 
gave an interesting account of hie 
labours there, assisted by his wife. He 
also expresPed his joy at having o. 
volunteer offering her help in the work 
from Bethesda., and felt we were thus 
honoured a.e a. Church. After brother 
Ackland had offered prayer, brethren 
Bond, Coulson, a.nd Ackland, addressed 
the meeting with encouraging words. 
Several hymns were sung during the 
evening,a.nd brother Jefford olosed with 
prayer this interesting and profitable 
occasion.-W. 0. B. 

THE fourteenth ,mniversa.ry services of 
the Church at" Ebenezer," Na.pier-rolLd, 
Philip-lane, were held on January 5th, 
when the pastor, John P. Gibbens, 
preached from Jer. xxxii. 42. in the 
morning. Evening, Titus i. 2. These 
were continued on Thursday. the 9th, 
when pastor H. T. Chilvers· preached 
in the afternoon, from Isa.. xl. 1. The 
usual tea was followed by a. public meet
ing at 6 30, presided over by Mr. Arnold 
Boulden. of the Surrey Tabernacle, who 
read l Peter i., and called upon Mr. 
Myerson to lead ns to the throne of 
gra.oe. The secretary, Mr. W. Littleton, 
followed with a. very complete report a.a 
to the position of the Church and 
Institutions connected therewith, 
especially with reference to the Build
ing Fund, which has been started for 
the purpose of erecting suitable build
ings for the Sunday-school, &c., and has 
met with an encouraging measure of 
,mccess already ; statinir that the 
::.ruount collected durinir the past three 
months was over £80. The report 
clearly indicates that the veople at 
" Ebenezer" are worker~. The chair
man, in reviewing the Teport, recom
mended the taking of sittings as a good 
method of supporting the ea.use, and 
after expressing good wishes for God's 
blessing to rest uvon r•itstor and people, 
called upon Mr. W. E. P ..1lmer to address 
the meetinir. Brother Palmer then 
spoke impressively uvon the words, 
"Hitherto" and "Henceforth" as 
occurring in various places in Scripture, 
indicating a looking back, and a. look
ing forward, which shoula be the posi
tion of the trne child of God, and 
specially instancing the passages, 
"Henceforth thou aha.It catch men," OLD BRENTFORD.-New Year's 
"Henceforth I call yon not servants, day at Old Brentford Chapel was a. day 
but friends," and "Henceforth there is of l?ladness; three services were held. 
laid np for me a crown of righteous- In the early morning the usual 7 o'clock 
ness." prayer-meeting. A good number were 

Pastor C. Hewitt, of Ponder's End, present to thank the Lord for past 
followed with an address on "He doth favours, and to look up to Him for 
bless the sacrifice" (1 Sam. ix. 13), · future blessings. It was most encoura
noticing how God blesses the sacrifice , ging to see so many young people at 
of time, of talent, of consecrated ser- ' this early meeting for prayer, and we 
vice, of a. broken and contrite heart, of are waiting and watching for gracious 
devotion and prayer, but chiefly the answers to the earnest petitions pnt up 
ea.orifice of Christ, and the proclama- in the name of Jesus. In the afternoon 
tion, and application of that sacrifice. we were favoured with a. sweet and 

Brother Savage, in his unique style, seasonable discourse from our dear 
spoke from 1 Cor. x. 1-4 and 13, enlarg- brother, Mr. J. Jnll, of Cambridge, 
ing upon the words, "moreover" and from Exodus xii. 14, "And this day shall 
"all," and noticing the difference be unto yon for a. memorial; and ye 
between honest ignore.nee, which seeks shall keep it a feast to the Lord 
to find out, and wilful ignorance, which throul!'hout your generations ; ye shall 
shuts the eyes to knowledge. keep 1t a feast by an ordinance for 

Pi.star H. T. Chilvers warmed our I ever." He mentioned many memorial 
hearts as he discoursed upon the days, whioh God's .people are obliged to 
li'lorious theme contained in the words, [ keep in grateful memory, among which 
'He ie worthy," shewing how the he named the day or time, when they 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 

were brought out ol the Egyptian 
bondage into the glorious light and 
liberty ol the Gospel ol the ~race ol 
God, and first lonnd Ohrist precious to 
their souls. In the evening we again 
rejoiced to hear our brother, who spoke 
from 2 Timothy iv. 7, 8. He referred to 
the three metaphors in the text :-(1) 
The soldier; (2) The racer; (3) The 
storer, and (4) The blessed anticipa
tions lor the future. Both sermons 
were much appreciated, and we pray 
that the blessing ol the Holy Spirit 
may be abundantly realized. The dear 
Lord is greatly blessing the many and 
loving labours of our own dear paRtor, 
Mr. R. Mntimer. His heart and ours 
has been much cheered during the past 
year. Fifteen have been baptized and 
added to the Ohurch, several of them 
from the School and Bible-classes, and 
seven others received bom other 
Ohurohes. To God be all the praise. 
These marked blessings of the Lord 
upon us encourages us, and makes ns 
pray that a still larger blessing may 
rest upon both Ohnroh and School 
during the New Year, and that many 
more may be obliged to tell out what 
the Holy Spirit has wrought within, to 
the glory and praise of our ever-living 
and exalted Redeemer. 

-E.FBOMOW. 

CIIATTERIS (ZION). -On New 
Year's day a social fathering was held 
at the above place o worship, preceded 
by a tea to which 130 persons sat down, 
presided over by ladies of the congrega
tion. The special interest of the after
meeting centred in the presentation to 
the pastor of a beantifully illuminated 
address, and a purse of gold containing 
£24. The address was handsomely 
framed, and the inscription was as 
follows :-" This address was presented 
with a purse of gold to pastor H. Morris 
Winch, on the oocasion of the anniver
sary of his birthday, by the Ohurch and 
congregation worshipping at Zion 
Baptist Chapel, Chatteris, and Primrose 
Hill, Doddington, as a token of their 
sincere, esteem, and affection, after six 
years of faithful labour amongst them : 
J.C. Smith, W. Rolph, T. Gowler, E. 
Barrett (deacons). January 1st, 1902." 
The presentation was made by Mr. J. 
C. Smith, the senior deacon and 
treasurer of the Church, who performed 
this office in a very pleasing manner, 
and also ably presided over the meeting, 
which was well attended. Before the 
presentation, each of the other deacons 
spoke a few lovinf words. The pastor 
responded, express111g his gratitude to 
God and to the people for their kind
ness, and while thanking his rich 
iriends for their generous donations, he 
would as heartily thank those who had 
!l'iven so liberally of their little1,.includ-
111g contributions from the 1:mnday-

sohool children and the Bible-cla•s 
There were 249 contributions Th~ 
choi~ rendered good e~rvice during the 
evemng, and a very mteresting meet
ing, after singing" Bleat be the tie that 
bind~," was brought to a close with the 
Benediction by the pastor. 

BILSTON (BETHESDA).-Thie iehow 
we spent the la.et few hours of the Old 
Year at Broad-street: Tea nteeting, ;,:~o 
to 6.15. Prayer meeting, 6.30 to 7.30. 
Bible reading Ji. to 9.30. Praise meeting 
10 to 10.45. watch service, 11 to 12 . .;', 
These series of gatherings were well 
sustained and enjoyed. Sunday, Jan. 
5th, 1902, four new members were 
reJeived into the fellowship of the 
Ohurch. Praise the Lord. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE SU~DAY 
SOHOOL.-Annivereary services were 
held on Lord's-day, January 12th. Pastor 
C. Cornwell preached, the morning 
teJtt being "Thou ehalt have no other 
ll'ods before Me.'' He gave ne many 
111stances of God's writing: the tPxt 
was written on stone; the names of His 
chosen are written in the Book of Life ; 
the writing on the wall pronounced the 
doom of those in whose hearts the grace 
of God was not found ; but the Spirit of 
God writes very differently on the fleshy 
tables of the hearts of His children. In 
the evening the words, " Re being dead, 
yet spea.keth," were applied to Jesus 
Christ, who says, "Behold, I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of 
hell and of death." So that, if He is 
a.live, sin is de1,d. Dnring the services 
the Bible-class and the children sang 
anthems and hymns specially prepared 
for the occasion by brother James 
Browning. On the following Tuesday 
afternoon pastor T. Jones prea.rihed 
from the words, "I remembered God," 
and after tea a. public meeting was held. 
Brother Wakelin took the chair. The 
secretary read an encouraging report on 
the progress of the past year, being the 
27th in the life of the school. The chil
dren were exhorted by the chairman to 
gather good things from the Word of 
God, and the teachers to be " faithful 
unto death, and He shall give thee a 
crown of lite." Brother Da.dswell spoke 
feelingly of those who, having been in 
the school from infancy, had joined the 
Church. He referred the children to 
that young king Josiah, eight years 
old, who began to seek after the God of 
David his father. Pastor Jones re
minded us that the teachers' simple 
expositions of the Word will live long 
after they who spoke them are gone. 
That prayer shall be anwered. We sing 
loudest and love most when the chil
dren are brought to know their need of 
Obrist. He oonclnded by praying
" Lord, send some more." Brother 
Peacock recited an interesting poem, 



tiO 'THE EARTHijN VESSELi 

~hen took as a text, " They shall be Mine 
1n the day when I make up My jewels," 
speaking of the period-in that day (of 
judgment) ; the prooess-I make up; 
the possession-My jewels; the promise 
-they shall be Mine. A beautiful Bible 
was presented by the boys of the First 
Class to their teacher, brother James 
Browning, as a token of their affection. 
Then the prizes were distributed by the 
president for good work during the 
vear. The oollections amounted to 
£9 93, .5d.-HENRY BROWNING (Secre
tary). 

FULHAM (EBENEZER,LILLIE-ROAD). 
-The twelfth anniversaryof the forma
tion of the Church was held on Dec. 1st 
and 3rd. l90l. Brother T. Carr preached 
to good congregations on the Lord'e-day 
morningand evening from Psa. Ixxxvii. 
,i." Glorious things are spoken of thee, 
0 city of God." Our brother was helped 
to bring forth some of the gloriouE 
things which the Lord bath spoken for 
the comfort and encouragement of His 
chosen Zion. On Tuesday brother 0. S. 
Dolbey preac-hed in the afternoon from 
Judges v. 11., and was much enjoyed. 
After tea a public meeting was held. 
Mr. Mntimer presided. The secretary 
briefly thanked the friends for their 
loving interest in the little Cause, and 
said the word ''Ebenezer'" fitly expresserl 
our feelings with regard to the past 12 
years. Though the membership had 
slightly decreased, and there had been 
no baptisms, yet there were evident 
signs of the Lord's presence and bles
sing, for the congregation had improved 
-particularly on the Lord's-days-and 
the Word preached had been much 
enjoyed. They had great hope and 
confidence that the Word of the Lord 
so fai tb fully preached will not return 
unto Him vnic. The Church was at 
peace. The fine.noes were @atisfactory. 
The balanee due to the M.A.S.B.C. in 
respect of the loan had been paid off, 
the chap~l had bPen cleamed inside and 
painted outside. The Sunday-school was 
prospering. There had been a change in 
the superintendency and the removal of 
teachers, yet the Lord had raised up 
other friends to fill the vacancies. Our 
chairman then offered a few remarks 
upon the chapter read (Acts ii.), draw
inJ special attention to what consti
•t1tuted a .true Christian Church. It 
was apostolic in doctrine and practice, 
a stedfast Church. There was marked 
unity, a common fond, a baptized Church, 
and e. growing Church. Our brother's re• 
marks were much appreciated. Brother 
A. Andrews spoke from the word~, 
•· Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they 
shall prosper that love thee ; ·• brother 
Holden, ·•My cup rnnneth over ; " 
brother Sandell, "A people prepared for 
the Lord;" brother 0. S. Dolbey upon 
the word "Encouragement." All the 

addresses were muoh enjoyed. The 
oolleotions amounted .to a1!6 Bs.-A. E. 
PURKISS, 

CLAPHAM (REHOBOTH).-The sixth 
anniversary of the pastorate of brother 
Waite took place on Tuesday, Jan. 7th, 
1902, when a very suocePsful meeting 
was held. Brother John Bush, of Sur
biton, preached in the afternoon to a 
good congregation from the words 
found in Josh. iii. 4, last clause, "For 
ye have not passed this way hereto
fore." The preacher, in opening his 
subject, delineated forcibly God's 
dealings with the Israelites and His 
children to-day. The Israelites were 
commanded to follow the Ark, so too in 
our many straits we join the Psalmist 
in his prayer, ·• Show me Thy way O 
Lord." This will excite a glori~us 
expectation in our hearts and consola
tion that we are daily nearing home 
though we do not know what is befor~ 
nP. After tea our meeting was presided 
over by brother Appleton, who read 
Psalm xci., with some encouraging 
remarkP. Brother Wybrow prayed, 
Ag-e,in our brother Bush spoke from the 
words," All my springs are in Thee,"
this great Thee whose spring never runs 
dry. Brother Cornwell followed with 
some counsel and advice. Brother Dads
well spoke well on the Christians of 
Rome, who, with Paul, "thanked God 
and took courage.'' Brother White gave 
a savoury discourse from the words. 
"For God is my record : how gre&tly I 
long after yon all in the bowels of 
Christ Jesus." Brother Marsh dwelt on 
'' My preBence shall go with you.'' 
Brother Mundy referred to our position 
as a Church, and to brother Waite as 
our pastor, remarking on our unity and 
love to one another. We had realiPed 
God's blessing with us increasingly, 
Our collection, which was for the 
pastor, amounted to :£14 15s. B½d,, in
cluding the special Ladies' Farthing 
Fund. Brother Waite made a few 
remarkP, in closing, thanking all for 
their love and kindness. 

IPSWICH (ZOAR CHAPEL SUNDAY• 
SCHOOL). - Our twenty-firEt anpual 
gathering of the teaobers and Bible 
clasees took place on New Year's eve. 
Over fifty sat down to tea. The usual 
social meeting was held under the 
presidency of our pastor, Mr, R. C. 
Bardens. Brother Howe engajl'ed in 
prayer. The pe.stor read a short Psalm, 
and spoke a few words pn the unity 
existing between Chris11 and His mem
berP, desiring a like unity to exist 
bttween teacher and scholar, The 
annue.l report on the work of the sqhool 
and balance-sheet was read by the 
secretary, brother A, Fosdick, showing, 
after paying all expenses in connection 
with scholars' prizes, treat, and Clothing 
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Olub a. ba.la.noe to the good of over £'2. 
Brother J. Threa.dkell, superintendent, 
then, ga.ve . the a.vera.,..e 11.ttendance of 
soholars and teaohers, and ooncluded a 
"hort address by giving UR aA a New 
Year's motto," Lead me and guide me." 
Brother G. W. Gardner spoke of bygone 
years in the sohool, and was !<'lad to see 
some present as members of the Churoh 
who w .. re there twenty-one years a,..o 
as eoholars. Brother S. Garrard, al•o 
referrin~ to the coming of age of the 
teachers social gatherinl<', spoke of the 
pleasure · experienced by him when a 
teacher, and urged upon those present 
not to be half-da.y workers. Brother 
N. Howe spoke of the need of love. 
Nothing could prosper without it. Breth
ren Keeble a.nd Ba.ldwin (dee.cons) 
congratulated the sohool upon their 
report. Others taking put in the 
meeting were brethren Oxborrow, Mo•s, 
and We.de, a.nd sister Mrs. Threadga.11. 
The meeting wa.s intersperPed with some 
lively harmony by the choir. We re,..ret 
to a.dd that our senior deacon (brother 
E. Garrod) was unable to be with us 
through 11ffliction. After refreshment a 
watcn-tiignt service followed, the old 
year closing in silent prayer and the 
new :vea.r opened with a song of praise. 
-A.F. 

CROYPON (DERBY - ROAD). -The 
New Year's meeting and pastor's anni
veraary was held on January 7th, 1902. 
Brother Dolbey preaohed in the a.fter
noon a very savoury and helpful 
sermon on the words, "Lead me in the 
way everlasting," full of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in His saving rl'lationship to the 
sinner. A goodly number of friends 
assembled for tea in the schoolroom, 
after which a public meeting -was held 
in the chapel ; brother A. Ad11.ms, of 
Highbury, kindly ,and efficiently pre
siding. Bro~her Cullingford, of Wind
mill-road, offered prayer. An interesting 
feature in the proceedings was the first 
public use. of a beautiful orga.u
harmonium, presenter! to the Church 
and congregation by Mrs. M. A. Bennett 
(who for some years past has led the 
musioal portion of worship here), on 
which a brass plate, suitably engraved, 
testifies that it is in loving memory of 
Mr. Walter Bennett. her late beloved 
husband, whose exemplary conduct and 
effioient help as treasurer of the Church 
is held in grateful remembranoe, the 
pastor in a few words introducing this 
part of the programme to the friends 
assembled. The chairman then teAtified 
of his lov13 to the pastor. and basing his 
remarks on Aots x. 44, 45, bade us God
speed in the Master's name, and intro
duced brother J. E. Flegg, who warmly 
addressed us on the words, "As thy dar_s 
so shall thy strength be." Brother T. 
_Jones ooming next,inhisownoharaoter
istic way, with a really good address on 

"We have this treasure in earthen 
vee•els." Brother F. Pelle spoke on 
P~alm o~xii., anq brother Dolbey on 
"I am with thee.' The pastor alluded 
to his own feelings as being expressed 
in Psalm cxvii., and thanked all who 
had contributed to the success of the 
eervices. The chairman closed with 
prayer. Collections were l<'0Od th0 
number _attendin~ very cheering, anrl 
we·• Thank our God and take coura.ae" 
-EBEYEZErt BEECHER. ~ . 

NEW CROSS (ZION).-The officers of 
the Church entertained the members a.t 
the annua.1 tea meeting on Januarv !nb, 
when 11.bout 120 were present. Pastor 
Thoe. Jones presided, and delivered an 
addreRs on the Apostle Paul's orayer 
for the EphePian Church. Deacon
Armstrong spoke of Nehemiah, and 
those who worked· with him in the 
rebuilding of the walls of .Jerusalem ; 
and ex-de~con C .. T. Porter (llfracombe) 
on the typical ch,nacter of the early 
Jewish sacrifice. DeaconR F. J. C11.tch
pole, J. Crush ::.nd J. Martin offered 
prayer, and hymns were chosen and 
announced by deacon J. Thoma~ and 
brethren Downinll, Elliott and C. 
Taylor, the Lord's Supper service 
closing the proceedings, which were of 
a very haopy character. The Christmas 
Dinner Fund this year realised over 
.£73, enabling the committee to provide 
nearly 200 poor families with brea.d, 
flour, coal, groceries and meat, besides 
plao1ng the Tract and Benevolent 
Society in possession of funds to meet 
necessitous cases during the winter 
months. 

CANNING TOWN (PBOVIDENCE).
On Tuesday, December 10th, 1901, a 
public meeting was heM. when Mr. J. 
M. Rundell presided. The following 
sta.tement was read :-" On Rubmitting 
this statement we would render 'Unto 
the Lord the glory due unto His Name,' 
for having kept us as a Ca.use of Truth 
in Gospel bonds unto this day. We are 
as a light in a dark place, without a 
pastor to lead us : a Church without a 
nursery. But we hope Roon to be able 
to open a Sunday-school, and thus, as a 
Church, strive to fulfil the command of 
the Good Shepherd, who said, 'Feed My 
lambs.' We are in need of helpers for 
this good work, and we trust there shall 
be sent unto us those who will come 
and tell little children the sweet story 
of a Saviour's love. We have to report 
that the debt on the building of £100 is 
now reduoed to £25." The chairman's 
speeoh followed, founded upon Ps9:lm 
oxlvii. 7. It was always a source of JOY 
to him to be among the people of God, 
and espeoially as on this occasion to 
be surrounded by God's ministering 
servants. He exhorted all to cultivate 
the spirit of praise and thanksgiving. 
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"Sing- unto the L)r<l" when the olouds 
hang heavy over head for God will 
never forsake His own ~lect for He will 
deliver all those who put th~ir trust in 
Him. Stirring addresses, full of Goepel 
truth and grace, were delivered by 
pastor W. H. Lee from the words, 11 In 
whom also we have obtained an inherit• 
ance; " p"stor F. C. Holden from 
•· Established with grace; " Mr. Lowrie 
from "Thou ha•t dealt with Thy 
servant;" and Mr. G. Smith from 
•· 'fhe Lord hath done great things for 
u~." After prayer by brother Fountain 
the con!!"relfation s&ng the Doxology, 
vaster Holclen pronouncing the Bene
d iction.-F. W. 

CHATHAM.-The fifty-seventh anni
vernry of Enon Sunday-school was 
c~lebrated on Jan nary 1st, 1902. Pastor 
W. A. Dale, of Meopham, preached in 
the afternoon from Isa. xliii. 1. A 
gtJodly number of friends afterwards 
partook of tea with the teachers and 
scholars. At the evening meeting 
p&stor Dale presided, delivering an 
address, and presentiD.J!" the prizes 
awarded the schol11.rs for attendance, &c., 
during the year. Special hymns from 
Winter's Hymnal, and recitations, being 
rt1I1dered by ~cholars. A profitable 
meeting was enjoyed by a good gather
ing of friends, whose presence cheered 
and encoura1red the teachers.-A.N 
INTERESTED ONE, 

AYLESBURY.-Following the pre
cedent of past years the incoming New 
Year was celebrated by special services 
on Thursday, January 2nd. In the 
afternoon pastor L. H. Coils delivered a 
very appropriate discourse. Tea. was 
provided in the schoolroom. The even
ing meeting was presided over by pastor 
D. Witton, who was supported by pastors 
L. H. Colle, H.J. Lester (Aston Clinton), 
Messr•. W. Ward, H. Chapman, J. Wall, 
&c. The chairman, in the course of a 
few introductory remarks, wished all 
present the best of spiritual blessings. 
lf that was the case they would prove 
the coming year one of neefnl service. 
As they looked back they could see how 
many opportunitie• of doing good they 
had let slip, but God had helped them, 
and success had attended their efforts 
in the past year. Speaking personally 
he did not know a year in which he had 
found more joy in studying the Word 
of God than the one just passed. The 
Bible was more to him than it had ever 
been. Hiq desire was still to proclaim 
the Gospel in its purity and fulness in 
the face of anything men might say, 
He had no wish to offend, but if the 
Go,pel did offend, he could not help it, 
for he felt he must stick by its prin
ciples whatever the result. The debt of 
£l,030 was reduced to ,£130, for which 
they desired to thank God, Pastor H. 

J. Lester, referring to the Lutheran 
period, observed that that good man onoe 
used the significant phrase, •· If your 
oa.use be true and right, go on and fear 
none." He thought that might be a 
motto for them. Alluding to the fa.at 
that no doubt they would sometimes 
lose heart and feel disoouraged, he 
exhorted them to II wait on the Lord, 
and be of good ooura.ge." Pastor Coils 
followed with an address full of en
couragement for pastor l\nd people, 
enlarging on the points that, in the 
service of Christ, it was neoessa.ry to 
have a right oonoeption of that service ; 
there must be conduct consistent with 
that ideal of service ; and finally he set 
forth the logical conclusion they must 
cnme to hy following out that ideal. 
Mr. W. Ward observed that it was 13 
years a.go since he first addressed the 
New Year's meeting at Walton-street. 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, was the 
theme of his address. Mr. J.E. Becohey 
urired upon the young people the 
necessity of decision for the service of 
God. The offerings on behalf of the 
General Fund amounted to £4 4e. 4d,
E;ctracted fro11~ Local Paper, 

IPSWICH (BETHESDA).-A happy 
evening was spent at Bethesda on the 
first day of 1902, it being the oooa.eion of 
the teachers' annual meeting. About 
140 sat down to tea, well provided by Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Motum. The after meeting 
was presided over by our pastor (Mr, 
Kern). There was a large attendance. 
After singing a hymn our pastor read a 
few verses from Luke xxiv. Prayer was 
offered by brother J. Wright, from 
"Zoa.r." Mr. Kern then called upon 
the Secretary to give a report of the 
past year"s work of the school, which 
showed that they had passed throug-h a 
very successful year: 4 from the Bible
classes had been baptized andjoined the 
Church, which our pastor, superin
tendent and teachers of the classes 
felt very grateful for. The numbers of 
the school have greatly increased, there 
now being 27 teachers and 223 eohola.re 
an increase of 7 teachers and 31 sohola.re 
A Wednesday evening Improvement 
Class, started in November, is well 
attended, about 80 generally being 
present, D11ring the evening Mr. 
Dixon and Mr. Ranson gave stirring 
and solemn addressee. Mr. Dixon 
speaking on the mercy of God that has 
spared u~, the goodness of God that has 
cared for us, and the power of God that 
has protected us ; and also referred us 
to Phil. i. 27, "That ye stand fa.et in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together 
for the faith of the Gospel," He spoke 
of the necessity for us to know if the 
ground is right upon whioh we stand, 
teach that which is truth, and train the 
scholars to think upon their ways. Mr, 
Ra.neon's address was upcu the fisher• 
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men toiling all night and taking 
nothing, with the result after the com
mand of Obrist to "launch out into the 
deep." Teachers as well as ministers 
have to go into the depth of soul 
anxiety, and this needs patience, prayer, 
kindness, firmness, and perseverance ; 
for the secret of success was the Lord's 
presence, and co-operation with each 
other, 011r Superintendent, brother 
Ohil vers, thanked the friends for their 
help during the year, and said that the 
word Hallelujah expressed his feelings; 
and that his motto for the year, " Love 
one another," bad been carried out by 
all. The Treasurer, brother J. Motum, 
said a few words; and the choir 
rendered two anthems during the 
evening. It was a very profitable and 
enjoyable time. We thank God, and 
take courage.-W. M. B. 

MAIDSTONE (PROVIDENCE, MOTE• 
ROAD).-Onr New Year's tea meeting 
was held on New Year's ray. Our be
loved senior deacon, Mr. Wagon, kindly 
gave the tea, the proceeds of which was 
given to the Renovation Fnnd, which is 
designed for re-seating this sanctuary as 
soon as means will allow. We were 
favoured with a nice __ gathering of 
friends. Mr. and Mrs. Walter, Millen, 
Corke, and other friends, undertook and 
admirably carried out the supply and 
arrangements, as usual. making every
one welcome. As a Church we have 
great cause for thankfulness for such 
deacons and helpers. Brother Wagon 
presided over an enjoyable public meet
ing in the evening, reminding us of our 
indebtedness to our God, who had given 
and continued the priceless blessings of 
peace and concord, and bound Himself 
by oath and promise to supply His 
people's need. Mr. Walter sweetly 
dwelt on the present glorious position 
of our Redeemer as our Advocate at the 
right hand of God and the consequent 
safety of the ohild of God. Friends 
Millen, Allington, Mason and Brown 
also testified to the many privileges 
1?iven of God to His people for ever in 
His dear Son.-G. BROWN. 

WHITTLESEA..-A special meeting 
to open the second session of our 
pastor's Bible-class was held on Tuesday, 
January 7th, 1902. The most interesting 
feature of the meeting was a _pusentation 
to our beloved pastor, Mr. J. T. Peters. 
It is the sixth winter he has been with 
us, and for some time his young friends 
here wished to make known in some 
tangible form their love for him, and 
this evening they did so by asking 
bis acceptance of one of the best 
editions of the Twentieth Century 
Bible. The opening leaf contained the 
following inscription :-" Presented to 
Mr. J. T. Peters as a token of grateful 
appreciation by the Members of the 

Young People's Association meetin!f at 
Zion Chapel, Whittlesea. 'The Lord 
recompense thy wcrk,and a full reward 
be given thee of the Lord God of I ~rael.' 
(Ruth ii. 12)." So unexpected was it 
that our pastor was at first too deeply 
moved to speak. When he did respond 
his words were from the depth of his 
heart, and will not be forgotten. The 
friend who made the presentation spoke 
from the words, "Certainly I will be 
with thee;" and said it was a casket 
contll,ining at lea@t six gems of living 
as3urance: the assurance of the Divine 
presence, guidance, protection, help, 
sympathy, and comfort. We thank God 
for our pastor, whom we love for his 
work's sake, an-t earnestly pray our 
Lord's richest blessing may for ever 
abide with him.-C. BRAKES, 

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMlTrEE 
OF M.A.S.B.C. 

THE annual meetings of the above 
were held on Tuesday, January 7th, at 
Soho Baptist Chapel. We deeply regret 
the small attendance, for, as many sa.id, 
the meetings were worthy of the 
presence of every Sunday School 
worker. However, a spark of Holy 
fire was there, and who can tell how 
gre,i,t a flame this may become? 

Pastor J. W. Thomas prea,ched a very 
good, suitable sermon in the afternoon. 
Tea was well provided by the lady 
workers of Soho in the schoolroom. 

Pastor R. E. Rears (President) in his 
genial, hearty manner presided over the 
meeting. His remarks and illustra.tions 
given between the addresses will not 
soon be forgotten. 

Pastors Mitchell, Mntimer, Steele, 
and Rose gave excellent addresses, 
making the meeting, as many said, 
the best in relation to Sunday Schools 
they•ha.d ever attended. 

The report was read by the Secretary, 
which snowed slow but sure progress. 
One pleasing feature in the report was 
the hope expressed that the new hymi.. 
book, which would not only be s11itable 
for schools, but Bible-classes, young 
people's meetings and open-air service~. 
will be ready in about six month•. 

May the Lord bless our Sunday 
Schools, making the teachers a means 
of great blessing to the children. So 
prays-H. TYDEMAN CHILVERS, Hun. 
Secretary. 

HIGH WYCOMBE (ZION).-Again 
we have to record the loving kindness of 
our God. On the last Lord's-day in ~h:e 
old year our beloved pastor was pri v1-
leged to baptize three young friends. 
One young_ man who had been connected 
with the Wesleyans came to a baptismal 
service last February, when the Lord 
was pleased, under the ministry of His 
Word, to open his eyes to see the differ
ence in the doctrines we hold from 
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those he had been taught from infanoy, 
'l'hus the Lord is cheering the. heart of 
pe.•tor and people by bringinl!' poor 
sinners to openly oontess what He has 
done in and for. them. Thie malteR 11 
baptisms durinl!' the past yee.r. The 
Lord keep them firm in His truth. We 
are still united in our prayers, with 
thanksgiving for the past, and loo'king 
to Him for gree.ter blessings and mani
festations of His love and preeeocewith 
us through the present ye:i.r. We have 
proved Him to be e. God hearing and 
answering prayer, and for all He has 
done for us we say, '·Not unto us, 0 
Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy Name 
give glory." 

EBENEZER STONES. 
THREE NEW YEAR MEETINGS AT 

Gt7RNEY-ROAD, STRATFORD, 

AT our watch-night 8ervice our pastor 
(llfr. E. Marsh) gave us a motto which 
he.s already been signally bleat to us in 
the Master'R service-'' Prove me now 
herewith." In the closing hours of 1901 
we prayed for help and blessing in this 
corner of the vineyard, and already we 
feel the prayer ha~ been answered in 
part, and we trust the showers may 
continue during 1902. 

At the Church fellowship meeting we 
gathered as a family, rejoicing in the 
presence of several friends who have 
recently been detained through sick
ness, but more still in the fact that the 
Lord was still blessing the labours of 
our pastor and Sabbatb-3chool teachers, 
and the signs following were that two 
more young people (a brother and a 
sister) were coming to tell us they had 
found our J esn• too. "They that seek 
Me early ehall find Me." 

On Thursday, Jan. 16th, our Gospel 
Band held their 17th annual meeting. 
The pastor occupied the chair. The 
report was ree.d by the secretary, and 
one old member, one who told us the 
t1cales fell from his eyes at a meeting of 
the Gospel Band in its infancy, and who 
is now a deacon in a neighbouring 
Church (Mr. A. Haynes). moved the 
adoption, which was secondP.d by Mr. F. 
Howlett. 

Our brethren J. A. Othen, J. ff. 
Rider, G. Crouch, A. 0. Gray, and the 
secretary gave brief addresses. The 
help of our sisters Mrs. A. G. Gray, Mrs, 
Faunch, Mrs. Cooper, and Mrs. Lamb 
was much appreciated in the service of 
praise,&c. 

There were about seventy to tea, 
nearly all young people, and the num
bers in the evening a.mounted to three 
figure•. 

Again on Monday, January 20th, the 
friends who conduct our mothers' 
meeting held their annflal gathering. 
In the afternoon Mr. and Mrs. Chilvers 
paid a visit and gave addressee, which 
were much appreciated. And again our 

lady friends helped with their voices in 
singing and recitations. 

In the evening a more public gather
ing was held in the chapel, when the 
aeoreta.rid (Miss Jeffs) report was read 
by Mr. Faunoh. Tho pastor gave the 
mothers some loving words and en• 
oouraged the helpers in their labours. 

Brother Rule sought the Divine 
blessing. Brethren Orouoh, Rider, and 
Faunch gave addresses. Our two other 
deaconP, brethren Gray and Inoe, were 
absent through sickness. 

The writer closed the meeting with a 
few words and prayer. Scrii,ture text 
cards were distributed to the mothers at 
the olo~e by our brother J. H. Rider. 
Are these not the showers of blessings 
promised to us 1 If space permitted, we 
could record several instanoea of it; but 
sufficient enoouragemlfnt has been re
ceived already to enable us to bless His 
holy name for the grace given thus far 
in the new year, and to say to all fellow
labourer@, "Go forward." I will g_<>_ in 
the strength of the Lord. 0. W. 

HORHAM. 
Farewell aervice,, and, presentation Pf a 

purse of gold to the late belt>ved pastor .. 
BROTHER J. R. Debnam, who has 
laboured nearly twenty-four years in 
the above place, preached his farl!_wf'll 
sermons on Lord's-day, Deo. 30th. He 
was graciously helped to proclaim the 
glorious Gospel, to extol the faithful
ness of his ooveuant God. It was a 
season never to be forgotten. He was 
assisted in the services by his son, 
brother E. Debnam, 

On Monday, Deo. 31st, the farewell 
tea and public meeting were held in the 
chapel. 'fhe attendance was good, 
numerous friends coming from a 
distance. 

Pastor A. J. Ward, of Laxlield, 
occupied the ohair at the evening meet
ing. 

Brother Barney deacon, engaged in 
prayer; he besought the Lord to remem
ber them in their low estate, and to 
bless their faithful servant who was 
leaving them. 

Brother Ward said it was with 
mingled feelings they were gathered on 
suoh a memorable occasion, It was 
with grief, mingled with gratitude: 
grief, because a beloved pastor was 
leaving a beloved people; grati
tude, because God who had sent His 
servant to Horham, had graciously sus
tained him through so many years of 
arduous toil ; gratitude for keeping 
him faithful and preserving him with 
an uµblemlshed character; gratitude 
for the peace and prosperity the Ohuroh 
had enjoyed, and for the signal auooess 
which bad crowned hid ministry for 
over twenty-three years. . 

Brother John Knight, senior deacon, 
made special mention of the history of 
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the Ohuroh through the ma.ny yea.ra of 
our brother's pastora.te, and the grea.t 
pca.oe tha.t ha.d reigned through a.11 tha.t 
time, a.nd while he was truly sorry on 
a.ooount of his lea.ving, he pra.yed tha.t 
God would crown his fut11re labo11rs a.t 
Niinhea.d. 

richly bles~ed him, here he wa~ haptised 
and preaohe? his first sermon. He made· 
loving mention of t)le grea.t kindness of 
the deacons and friends to him in his 
hoyhood days, and the beneficial in
fluence they had ez:erted over his lire. 
He should ever look back upon Horb.am 
with the deepest affection and delight. 
Thus these important services were 
brought to a close. 

ALBERT KNELL, La.x!ield. 

Brother Debnam wa.s the next to 
spea.k. He fully confirmed the pleasing 
fact tha.t during his pa.stora.te he a.nd 
his deacons ha.d enjoyed unbroken 
fellowship. 'fhey had not been with-
out their trials, bnt ha.d lived witho11t WOOD GREE~. 
having one cross word. THE p k R"d1" g C · e h d d 

The Church at Rorha.m -was noted for ar 1 0 s au• a a goo 
day on December 3rd, 1901, when ser

pea.ce and long pastora.tes, only having vices were held in connection with the 
five ministers in one hundred yeara. recognition of brother S. Rntchinson 

Mention was made of a bright and as pastor. 
blissful fact, that during his ministry Both afternoon and evening meetings 
with them all hie dear children had were well attended. 
been saved, and he had the unspeakable Pastor E. Mitchell presided in the 
joy of ba.ptising them in the na.me of afternoon, who ca.lled upon pastor A. J. 
the Lord. What an infinite mercy to Voysey to read the Word, and brother 
meet an unbroken family in Heaven. Brand offered orayer. A few con
For some time ho felt hie BGrength gratnlatory remarks followed from the 
was not equal to the strain made upon chairman, who then asked pastor E. 
him in connection with the village ser- Marsh to state the nature of a Gospel 
vices. He sa.w the vital importance of Church, an abstract of which is 
these services, aud the absolute need of reported in Jan. "E. v. & G. H." 
them being fully eusta.ined in order to The chairman ca.lled upon the pastor
the con tin lied prosperity of the Church. elect to {rive an account ot how he came 
And after -two years of prayer and to be a living soul. This brother H. did 
waiting, he felt it was the will 0.f God in a way truly indicative of his 
that he should accept the unammons character of humility, conscientiousness 
invita.tion of the Church at Nunhead. and thoroughness. His call was, like 
He earnestly entreated the deacons, many, a gradual one, impressions being 
Ch,uoh, and congregation to keep close made at the age of eighteen. Came 
to God, and lovingly exhorted them to be(ore the Church at Chadwell-street 
keep close to the Word of God, to the on 18th Feb., 1874. Baptized by the late 
throne of 1rraoe, to Christ, and to one John Hazelton on the 30th April, and 
another. Hie concluding words were = has remained a memhAr at the same 
Ma.y God bless you, keep you, sa.ve you, cause until coming to Park Ridings, a 
and finally cirown you with eternal period of 27 years. Our brother also 
glnry • · - gave us a concise and satisfactory state-

Deacon Whatlin!l' wa~ calm and con- ment of the Lord's call to the ministry . 
.lident res,ieoting the infinite wisdom of His first address was in the Sunday
God in all Hie dealings with His Church. school, 3rd August, 1873. 

The Chairman then presented brother In 1887, he was asked to give evan-
Debnam with a purse, containing £10 gelistio addresses. On 4th August, 1889, 
10,., afterwards m:ade up to .Sll. he preached his first ~ermon. Several 

Brother Debnam very heartily times had preached in the Homsey Rise 
thanked all who had so ge,uerously con- Asylum. Up to 1895 he had occasional 
trihuted to the f.resent. invitations to serve, but not one was 

Brother Knel , tif Lax.lield, said a few ever sou11:ht. 
words only, ail h·e was anxious that Early ID 1895 he went to India and 
brother E. Debnam should have ample J)reaohed to various kinds of people-
time to give hie address. He·hadknown, English Curaeian and Native: his most 
and loved their pael;or for thirty yeard, regular 'services (English) being for a 
He felt corietrainea to _give to the period of six months every Thursday 
Church deacons, and the late pastor, a evening to soldiers at '!- Soldiers' Hof!le 
portion' of Scripture to ponder over. in Bangalore. Returnmg from India., 
•ro the Church (Pea. oxv. 12), To the the way was opened to serve the Master, 
deacons (l Peter v. 7, and Gen. x~ii. !4). but no call so clear as the one from 
To the late pastor: ]n re!1ewmg Wood Green. He had prea.ohed here on 
(1 Sam. vii. 12).. In ponder1!1g ~he several o~oa.sinn• during the pastorate 
ptedent (Acts xxv1. 22). In cons1~~rmg of brother J.E. Flegg-,and some months 
the future (Gen. xv. 1, ',-nd Ez:od. w.12). after his ret,un trom India, he was 

Brother E. Debnam was last; but not again asked ~o s_upP,lY, and eventh11ally 
least He had spent most of his days at received an 1nv1tat1on to preac for 
Hor~am. It would ever be a spot dear three months. He had bad. no thou!!:ht 
to his heart, for here the Lord had I of an open door at. Wood Green. ~ B11t, 
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11,fter laying the invitation before the 
Lord, hie mind wae drawn to the place 
as a possible Pphere of labour. After a 
fortnight waiting upon God, he could 
rlo no other than accept the invit&tion, 
Between that date J&n. 1901 and July 
1901, he served severe.I times, and &fter 
fulfilling the term of three months was 
invited to the pastor&te on the 7th Oct. 
1901. 

B11 wanted to know yet more definitely 
the M&ster·e will. After much prayer 
11,nd exercise of mind our brother was 
led to the text. "le not the Lord your 
God with you.?" (1 Chron. xxii. 18), 
which proven &n encouragement to "go 
forward." He also reoeived further 
confirmatory P-vidence from the context 
of this verse. Fin&lly,hegave an answer 
in tb e affirmative, accepting the 
pa•torate on the 11th of October. 

Thie morning (Dec. 3rd), the Lord 
gave our brother a benerliction and a 
promise, " He lifted up His hands and 
blP•sed them," and "My grace is 
sufficient for thee." 

Brother Hutchinson concreted his 
doctrinal belief into the following head
ing-, :-The Being of God, the Word of 
God. the Law of God, the Gospel of 
Go-:!, the Church of God ; dwelling in 
an original and forcible manner on each 
point. 

Pastor S. T. Belcher offered the 
dedicatory prayer, and the afternoon 
service closed. 

After tea, the evening meeting was 
presided ovPr by Gur esteemed brother 
Abbott. His reading was Isa. :xii. 
Brother Licence, of Chadwell-street, 
prayed. 

After some warm-hearted expressions 
rel&tive to the pastor and the Church, 
hy the chairman, he called upon pastor 
E. Mitchell to give his charge to the 
pa•tor. His remarks were based upon 
1 Tim. iv. 16, "Take heed unto thyself, 
and unto the doctrine; continue in 
them : for in doing this thou shalt both 
save thyself, and them that hear thee." 

Here are a. few of the many good 
wordP which fell from our brother's 
lips, "Ta.ke heed unto thyself in a. godly 
life." in spiritual a.nd faithful teachin,r. 
Without godliness wh&t is the most 
splendid a.bility. Take heed to your 
pbysica.l health: the work of the 
ministry requires self-sacrifice; a. ca.re
ful workma.n always looks after his 
tools. Take heed to your spiritua.l bee.Ith: 
,rodliness is the chief thing with 
regard to every Christian ; it is pre• 
eminently so with those who are 
ministers of the Gospel. If we are to 
have spiritual bee.Ith we shall require 
three things :-(1) A proper supply of 
food found in the Bible; (2) Fresh air, 
"God help you to get on the top of the 
mounta.in"; (3) Exercise. 

Pa.star J. E. Flegg delivered his 
address with God-given fluency. His 

duty was to address the Church. After 
some exercise of mind, the words in 
1 Theel!. v, 12, 13, were given him. 

Our brother st&ted that some or his 
happiest hours had been spent at Park 
Ridings Chapel, Three points were 
brought out b:v our brother,-Equality, 
Symmetry, and Harmony. The Church 
is one, one i• our Master, and a.11 we a.re 
brethren. Yet as the body is composed 
of many members a.courately arranged 
so as to minister to the good of the 
whole so in the Church. 

In tbe text you have here the position 
the pastor occupies over you in the Lord. 
No man taketh thi• honour unto him
self. God makes His own ministers. 
He (brother H.) labours among you, not 
instead of you. There is a work for yon 
to do as a Church, and he is here as a 
leader in this work, a.nd to lead you in 
the services. I know you to be a.n active 
people, and desirous of serving your 
Master. There must be hearty co-opera
tion in this blessed work. 

"Admonish you," tha.t is the reJula
ting of the mind. which is accomplished 
by instructing in tha.t which is right, 
and warning against tha.t whiiih is 
wrong. If the word is blessed to the 
con version of the soul, it is regarded a• 
a God-given message. If the word 
directs in difficulty, the preacher 
accurately describiDg an e:xperiencP, it 
is rega.rded as a God-sent message. Why 
then when the word comes to reprove, 
and the ca.p fits, shall that be regarded 
otherwise tha.n in the same light. 

You have here an exhortation," Know 
him "-acknowledge him ae God's gift 
to you-know him by const&nt attend
ance, know him at the mercy-seat, know 
him by converse with him, know him 
by a. regard for the word he spea.ks in 
hi• Ma.ster's na.me-esteem him highly 
-Sata.n reserves his sharpest arrows for 
the watohmen on the walls-let them 
ha.ve a large pl11,ce in your sympathy 
a.nd affection. Live in peace-peace is 
the way to prosperity. 

Pastor Belcher bea.utifully illu@tra.ted 
the minister of Jesus. His text was 
2 Kings iv, 10. 

Pastors Chisna.11, J. H. Lynn, W. F. 
Waller, and A. J. Veysey briefly 
addressed the meeting. Collection for 
brother Hutchinson amounted to £7 13s. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
No less than 1,572 pensioners, living in 
all parts of the country, are upon the 
8oc1ety'e Books, being the largest 
number yet reported. The monthly 
expenditure in pensions alone is now 
£1,000. One hundred of the £6 6s. 
pensioners have just been advanced to 
the £7 7s. pension, To meet this sum 
the ordinary income is ina.dequa.te. The 
maintenance of the four Homes in
volves in addition an annual outlay of 
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ii 800, Oontributiona will be thank
fuhy reoeived, new annual subsorip
tiona being espeoially aooeptable, as it 
is most desirable to inoreaae the regular 
inoome of the Institution. 

• * 
The Oommittee :re now making up 

the Beventh list of firty do11bled 
One Guinea annual eubscriptione1 in 
response to the munifioent offer or B. 
Densham, Esq. Will those friends who 
have not yet responded to the appeal 
kindly aid the Board in this matter eo 
that the seventh cheque of ,11,105 may be 
seoured7 

* • • 
The Inmates of the Homes have 

received several generous gifts from 
friends during the past season, and 
desire gratefully to acknowledge the 
kind thoughtfulness whioh prompted 
these distributions, so varied in 
character, and yet equally acceptable. 
Visitors to these quiet habitations for 
180 of the pensioners will be heartily 
welcomed. Sir W. Muir writes of the 
Hornsey Rise Asylumt" An admirable 
place, a land of Beulan for the Aged 
Pihrrims." 

Silutr Wtaatng. 
PILGRIM-WALNE. On Februo.rv 3rd, 

1877, at the Surrey Tabemo.cl~, Wo.nsey
street, Walworth, by Mr. John M~R.<I. 
Charles Edward Pilgrim to Emma, elder 
daughter of Mr. William Walne. 

WILLIAM HORTON. 
My dea.rly-beloved husband and faithful 

•ervant of the Lord Wall called home on 
Jan. 14th, 1902, agecl 79 years, after twelve 
months of severe suffering, borne with very 
great patience, and his heart eo full of praise. 
Many times I have tried to diseuade him 
from attempting family worship when alto
gether too ill for it, but he bas said, "We 
ought not to'be too Ill to thank the Lord for 
Hie goodness." He was born at Loose, near 
Maidstone, on June 1st, 1822, and was calle<1 
by grace In 1842. He was baptized by Mr. 
Chappel on March 261,h, 1843, at the so.me 
time as his dear mother, who had held back 
for many years. I have no account of his 
entry into the ministry, but I know tbat he 
ho.H preached for more than fifty years. 
Although often very ill, be WaH not confined 
to his bed for more than ten do.ye, during 
which time, though for the most part in 
great snlrerinii1he was still full of praise, and 
surely the Al eluias which sbo.!l be the 
employment of the saints in glory were, in 
hie case, begun on earth. The day before he 
passed away he WIIS full of joyful anticipa
tion of the glor)" to come, saying many pre
cious things. To a friend who called he 
enid: "I am quite happy in my mind; I am 
not afraid to die." To ue he so.id: •· He i• 
coming I He iecoming I I shall see Him and 
be like Him, I eho.11 be so.tielled when I 
awake with Hie likeness. Precious Jesus I 
precious Jesus I I am my Beloved'e, and He 
IB mine. I am sitting under Hie shadow, and 
His fruit is sweet to my taste-oh so sweet I 

Oh, LoYe Divine. how sweet Thon nrt • 
'BIP,•~ the Lord;.~ my soul, a.nrl forget not 
all Hie benefllB. He then raised bis bo.ncl 
o.nd so.id, "1 •ee he,~ve:n nli round: I see 
angels; l bear them BIDl!IDg; they beckon 10 
me." His 1::LRt word!i W"'re. ·· Come' Come' 
Come!" He was interred at Croydon Gema-: 
terf on So.turdo.)", Ja:nuo.ry lKtb. by Mr. K 
Beecher. who on Lord s-da.y evening. Ja.o. rn 
preached a memorial sermon from Rev, xii, 
11, "And they over,•o.me by the blood or the 
Lamb, and by the worrl of their testimony." 
"Precious in the eight of the Lorri i, tne 
deo.th of His eaints."-8. HORTON, 

:MISS S. E. GARDINER, 
of Cla.pham, departed to be with Christ on 
Lord's-day morning, December 29th, J!JfJL 
Her dear mother had been in membership 
a.t Courland Grove for nearly lifty year.. 
and Miss Gardiner was but a child when a. 
work ,vae begun in her hen.rt. that by the 
bie~siog of God's Spirit was maintained o.na 
developed until the Master's cleo.r call 
summoned her spirit home. For the greater 
po.rt of her life she suffered much from 
wel\kneBB and illness, but for a few yeo.r• 
was so strengthened as to be A.hie t , take a.n 
ac1ive o.od Iovinl! part in the work of Church 
and school. During this time she conducted 
o. Young Men'• Bible-c:o..ss, R.Dd wo.s greatly 
blessed to the greatn number, who listened 
to her each week. Kno,ving that grace wu..-1 
in their heo.rts, and feelmg bow many 
dangers surrounded them, she was anxious 
to see them united to tbe Church. and wa,, 
constrained by the love of Christ, for Hi• 
sake, and for the sake of her scholars to be 
baptized. Many of her" boys" o..s she loye·! 
to call them were led to put on Christ by 
baptism.and are now engaged here and else
where in the Lord's service. with loving 
remembrances of the lessons of their well 
loved teacher. About seven years o.·,o ,he 
was stricken down by illness once more, and 
was never able for long to leave her bed. 
Those who were nearest saw most of ttle 
patience and submission with which she 
rested in the Lord i'lbe ,vo.s al ways glad to 
hear of Him, and often had to tell of His 
gracious visits and precious comfort in her 
affliction. Thoui,h for so long deprived of 
the public fellowship of the saints. she loved 
the Lord's Honse, and was ever ready :i.nd 
eager to show in quiet unobtrusive wa.y• 
her kindness to the Lord'• c:i.nse. From her 
sick bed came many gracious messages I o 
her" old boys," and others who had le:i.rnt 
to love her for lJhrist's s:i.ke, She was 
removed to Southsea a few months before 
she po.seed away. and the end came some
what unexrectedly to her friends :it 
Clapham. During her few days· severe ill
ness she had a great desire to depart to bu 
,vith Him, but was fearful lest the desire 
mi11ht only arise from o. wish to be free from 
pain and suffering. Only n. few minutes 
before the clo•e she was heard to repeo.·. 
"Yea, though I walk throu~h the valley of 
the shadow of death. I will fear no evil : 
for Thon art with me." So she pRssed from 
the communion of the Church on earth to 
join the Church triumphant" for ever with. 
thd Lord." Those near and deo.r to her will 
miss her, the loving hearts and bands lb1Lt 
eo gladly helped her in her affliction will 
never for~et dear Miss Gardiner, and with 
characteristic uosel.flsbness she arratngcu 
that her father and mother's no.mes shoalcl 
be remembered, while the Strict Baptist 
Church now at Courland Grove endures. 

We •orrow, but not for her, whose ho.ppy 
spirit within the veil now realizes in fulness 
the love or Him whose name wa.s so dear to 
her on eartb.-H. D. 
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Wesleyans, b~t. when more light wae given 
to him, be joined the Particular Baptlet 
Church (Zoar) at Dav1d-etreet, Ipswich. In 
1851 be joined us, and continued all tbro~gb 
an honourable, consistent, and Obrist-loving 
member. About eightejlD yeare ago be wahe 

I cha.en a deacon, which offl.ce be ftU~d wit 
credit and aatisraction. Some yeare·ago one 
of bis old scbolare (for be was for many 

I, years a teacher in onr Sunday-school)' came 
before the deacons and myself, to tell us 

I what the Lord bad done -for bis son!. Tbe 
young man aaid to our brother Sl1ge, "I was 
a good deal of trouble to you. air, and I am 
very sorry for it now.'' Our la.te brother re
plied," Ob I never mind that, John; I am so 
glad to see you here, one or my ,rpbolare
saved I" This is tbeteacber'e precions boon. 
Our brother was very tond of poetry, The fol
lowing verse be frequently quoted in his 
prayers:-

,. Tby sweet communion charm the soul. 
And ~i ves trae peace and joy, 

Which Satan's power cannot control, 
Nor all bis wiles destroy." 

Our brother win for several yeo.rs a great 
sufferer. bm a very patient one . . He leave& 
1.bree cbildrea. One of them, I truot. feard 
God; I hope that the father's prayers may 
he o.n•wered in respect to the other two, 
though the lips are silent now. The evening 
hefore be fell Mleep; be pointe-t un to the 

THE LATE SARAH A. CHISNALL. •kie• and said, .. Home,! Home I" He bad a 
home to go to, and be knew it. He is now 

With deepest sorrow we record the home- there. It is a bleased-bome-all lo\'e, peace, 
calling of our denreieter. Miss S. A. Chisnall, joy, pleasnre, and satisfaction. 
on the 18th December, l!lOI. at the o.ge of 49 "One gentle •igh his rettere breaks, 
years. FaiiiQg health prevented her or late You scarce can say be'• gone, 
1rom taking o.ny active po.rt in the service• Before the wilhng spirit take& 
of God's house, although during the antumn Its mansion near the throne." 
of last year, whilst spending a few we~ks in To sum up, 
Guildford. she wa• a constant worshipper ,. He lived o. debtor to God's grace, 
with ns o.t the Old Baptist Chapel, o.nd Rejoiced In sin forgiven, 
much enjoyed the prayer-m~etinge ; and on Dropped in bis Father's loved embrace. 
her bed of. euJl'ering (which proved to be And flew from earth to heaven." 
her death-bed) she often referred to the My dear render, your end mu,,t come. If it 
comfort she ba.d in remembering the ser- should come quickly, would yoµ be able I?, 
v1,,ee nod e•pecinlly the pra.yere of the point up and BllY, calmly. "Home! Home! 
dear breibrea, o.nd we truHt this mo.y be Ar" you 00 yonr way there? Remember 
an encouragement to mnny ro make even a tllat when .yon die, if it i• not home, 1t will 
greater effort to attend our prayer-meetings bs bell. It must be either home or bdi for 
and week-night services. Our denr one was each one of us. Wbicb-ob whicb-wlil it 
greatly beloved by the younl!', _and no be? Thie is a veiry vital question. Ponder 
doubt many old friends who worshipped 10 it over, dear reader. and ma}' the Lor.J llltlke 
Old Providence, Islington-green, wlll remem- it a bleseing to your never-dying soul. So 
ber the very lnrge clos• or ~iris she al ways prays the writer-WILLIAM Kt:RN. 
had in lhnt Sunday-school. But now tmvel-
hng days arc done, the hfe-long suft'erer ieat Mn. JOHN UNDERWOOD, J.P. (Lelceeter)· 
rest, the ba1tle fonght, the victory won, and The Oburcb o.t Newo.rke-etreet hoe eue
now she re•t• from her IBbour and lonelines•. 'tBined a severe loss in the departure or the 
Tbeend,whicbco.memoetsuddenly,o.ltbough above, who was tot mBDy years 110 nctlve 
a great abock to the sorrowing lnmily, wo.e 1, ·member, o. useful deacon, aild n moet liborul 
another manifestation of our heavenly supporter. Our Je_nr friend wna cnlled to 
Fo.tber·e goodness. She eo f. eared death, o.nd I endure u. lingering illncas or o. most tryinl! 
in lovingkindnese the Lord lnid her upon o. no.tare for nearly .even yea.re, but on Dec. ~ 
bed or intense sufTerlng for nbout six weeke, he peo.c~fnlly passed away to the bettel' 
during which moat of her thougb1e were world. The clecensed wo.e highly respected 
upon ben;elf as a great •mncr. nnd Jesus 118 a citizen aleo, having been a very nctive 
Christ as the Saviour or euch, through Hie and helpful niemb .. r or the Corporation, and 
t>lecting love and choice, and wi1hout tusllag nine years ago was elected l\layor, in which 
death - her great foo.r-,.-uR changed into capnclties he die! excellent eorvice to the 
sudden glory and t ho warning come• a1?a1U municipo.litv. He WBB, moreover, tor years 
to those who' are left .. to take heed." With the esteemed president of the loco! aux11i
mucb grief o.11 that wo.o mortal wo.s lnid to ariee of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Sociel y 
ro•t on Uec·ombcr ~3rd. 1!101, 1n the f11mily nod or the 'frinitarian Bible Society, beside• 
grave nt l'incbley Cemet.,ry.-W. ClllSNALL, helping forward eyetemalicaUy o.nd con-
Guildford. . slantly many other 110.,d enterprise•, beru 

THOMAS SADE. nnd Ollltlwhert>. :!Ila)' the Lord g111,·1ously 
The Master haH galhcrcd o.· lily from His support hie deo.r widow, bles• encb or bi• 

garden at Bethesda, IJ)llwicb, i.e .. our brother sone aod dao11bters, and be ~1ndrul or oar 
'l'uo11,111s 811110 (who wo.a the •onior deacon), needs ae a Church. Amid a very large 
o.nd tmn•planted him to rho upper garden, · 1111tbering or &Qrtowir;ig and sympnlbism,c 
to bloom for over. no ha.. riatncd; ,vo have . trlcnue. we laid 1n heir last earthly restlng
lo•t o. friend , 11 brother, o. real lover or Jesus. place his mortal remains on December Ou, . 
Ho worshipped in bi8 · ~•outb · ,vlth the 1001.-A. E. REALFl', 
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BY E. MITCHELL. 

"All these things are against me."-Gen. xiii. 86. 

NO part of God's Word has become obsolete. These ancient histories 
are all alive with interest, and brimming over with instruction for 

the people of God. We love to trace Jacob's history, for it unfolds the 
dealings of J ehovab, who changes not, and through it we are often 
comforted and directed in our way. Albeit that these histories are 
Divine, yet are tl:ey perfectly bnman, and perfectly human because they 
are Divine, for He who inspired them is the Spirit of truth, and hence 
the portraits drawn are true to life down to the least detail-we have 
no fancy paintings, bot the living images of men of "like passions with 
ourselves," in whom we discern as it were oar own features under 
similar exercises and trials. The words at the head of this paper express 
the deep sorrow of the much-tried patriarch. In considering this bitter 
cry, we notice that the words describe 

WHAT SEEl\lED TO BE TRUE. 

Years before Jacob had lost two of his dearest earthly treasures. 
His beloved Rachel bad been snatched from his arms in a most painful 
manner at the very moment when one of their sweet mutual expectations 
seemed about to be realised. Benjamin indeed was given to Jacob, but 
Rachel" was not, for God took her." How deeply this had cot into 
his soul is seen, when, in blessing Joseph's sons, more than forty years 
after his los.s, and near to his own end, he pauses, and says-the mournful 
cadence rings in our soul as we read the words-" And as for me, when 
I came from Patlan, Rachel died by me in the land of · Canaan in the 
way, when yet there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath: and I 
buried her there in the way of Ephrath." Of his two sons by Rachel, 
the elder had been as the apple of his eye, but at seventeen years of nge 
he also had been torn from him, and was, as he supposed, dead. Though 
fifteen years had passed since he had lost his Joseph, the wound was 
unhealed, and when his nine sons returned from Egypt, whither they 
had been driven by necessity, without Simeon, and with the tcrrib!e news 
that his Beojamin, t .e very core of his heart, since the loss of Rachel 
and Joseph, must go down into Egypt, his cup of sorrow brims over, 
and the bitter, wailing cry finds vent-" Me have ye bereaved of my 
children. Jo,epb is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin 
away: all these things are against me." 

Intense sorrow oft deprives us of our power to reason r:orroctly, and we 
blindly accuse others of being the author~ of our misfortunes. Probably 
there had always been a lingering suspicion in Jacob'e mind that there 
had been some foul play on the part of hie sons in the case of Joseph. 
He knew that they were jealous nod envious of him, and most likely 
feared that they had had some hand in his death, Still he had no jus~ 
cause to blame them concerning Simeon, nor to suspect that they had 
any ill design against Benjamin. But strong emotions blind the mind, 

VoL. LVIII. l\IARCII, 1902. 1, 
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and bias the judgment. We must not expect jn@t reasoning from a man 
overwhelmed with sorrow; butconsidering hie sorrow, and remembering 
om.: own weakness, p1ttiently bear with him, even though he may speak 
un1ustly concerning us, and wait the return of calm judgment, when 
the flood of passion, which has bu.rst its banks, recedes and leaves a sane 
mind behind. What need there ,is that we poor frail creatures should 
bear with one another ; and let us never forget how our gt·acious Lord 
bears with us !1,11. 

Not unfrequently deep questions arisf! with respect to the trials with 
whwh God i,s pleased to e:iereise His people. Asaph felt the sharpness 
of this when he cried, " Verily I have cleansed my heat·t in vain, and 
washed my hands in innocency. For all the day long have I been 
plagued, and chastened every morning." Whatever may be the reason 
for His dealings, it is certain that'God frequently severely exercises Bis 
choicest servants, and they are ofttimes greatly perplexed by their trials. 
Moses is not the only servant of God who has cried, "Wherefore hast 
Thou afflicted Thy servant?" Nor is Job alone in his pitiful appeal, 
"Show me wherefore Thou contendest with me." Others beside Jaoob 
have cried out,'' All these things are against me:" or with Naomi have 
said, "Call me not Naomi (pleasant), call me Mara (bitter); for the 
Almighty bath dealt very bitterly with me." Tried and perplexed believer, 
thou art not alone in the pathway thou art called to tread. The footprints 
of the flock can be plainly seen all along this road. No strange thing has 
happened unto thee. " The same afflictions are accomplished in·· your 
brethren that are in the world." Your fair schemes may all have-. been 
crossed, and the gourds under which you have sheltered been blasted, 
but these are no uncommon incidents of the path ; you are in and on 
the road that leads to your home : for it is " through much tribulation 
that we must enter the kingdom." 

Gan anv reasons be given for these trials and a.fftietions 1 The answer 
that some give us is that the Almighty is an absolute Sovereign. This 
we humbly and devoutly believe; but is not this rather a refuge for our 
ignorance, than an answer to our question ? Surely He who is love does 
not afflict His people in a mere arbitrary W!!,Y in order to prove that He 
is an abrnlute Sovereign. We cannot conceive of Him as exercising 
Bis sovereign right apart from His infinite wisdom, goodness, truth and 
justice. We are told by others. which is far more to the purpose, that 
"His ways are not as our ways." Here we may indeed find rest from 
our perplexities. All our afflictions and trials are under His direction, 
and working together for oar good, however contrary thereto they may 
appear to be. When this is really grasped by faith, patience takes the 
place of passion, and " we both hope and quietly wait for the salvation 
of God." Further, the Scriptures not only assure us "that all things 
work together for good to them that love God," but also teach us that 
the trials, and the pain and ~orrow the trials engender, are necessary for 
us. "Though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations." Not only are the trials neceS!lary, but the heavi
ness that accompanies them is also necessary. Sorrow has a mission to 
perform, for " by it the heart is made better." Too much sunshine is 
fatal to the crops, and too much ease deteriorates our character. The 
eold winds of t,riale are needed to brace up our spiritual constitution. 

A close prayerful search will not unfreq_uently discover some reason 
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for our_ ajftietions. With respect to natural merc_ies, there are two oppo
site thmge that may provoke the Lord to remove them from ull. We 
may either un~ervalue or ove~value them. "\Yith_ reepe_~t to· undervalu•,:ng, 
how common 1B the remark, rndeed proverbial; that we·only discover the 
value of a thing by !«;>sing it. We receive. and_ ~I).joy !?ood thingil as 
matters of .course, and attach scarcely any valae to them until they are 
taken from us, and then' we discover how valnable they are. This may 
account for not a few of oar losses. Lack of gratitade is a great evil 
which needs correcting. After a time of sickness, or severe bodily pain 
how gratefal we are for health restored, or paih · removej-far mor~ 
grateful than we have been for yearil of uninterrupted health or unbroken 
ease. Such also is the venom of our corrupt nature, that we may not 
only have been ungrateful for mercies we have enjoyed, but have been 
secretly puffed up with pride concerning them, ti.s if they originated 
with us, instead of our being merely recipients of them. This is a disease 
which requires a sharp remedy, and the great wise Physician will not 
fail to apply it, even though its application cause us to cry out bitterly, 
"All these things are against me." 

But we may set too high a value on a temporal merey. That is to say, we 
may give it too large and too high a place in our affections. Then there is 
danger of its becoming an idol. Jacob was a man of deep, strong, tena
cious, natural affection, who apparently must have some one object 
supreme in his soul. In his early days, and until well advanced in 
mature .manhood, hie motl!er occupied that position. When compelled 
to flee to Padan-aram, and brought into contact with his beautiful 
cousin Rachel, her image became enshrined in his heart, and so intense 
was his love for her, that seven long years of arduous toil, in order to 
obtain her for his wife, seemed to him but a few days. Rachel removed, 
all the tendrils of his heart twined Lhemselves about Joseph, and when 
Joseph was wrenched from him, his very life became bound np in 
Benjamin. At any cost to his feelings, this tendency to heart-idolatry 
must be cured. Do~s not this in some measure account for some of 
J acob's trials? Have none of us .been verily guilty in a similar way ? 
Has the gift never usurped the place of the Giver ? Over-valuation of 
and over fondness for the creature may account for some of our losses and 
afflictions. We have cause to bless the Lord that He will not allow us 
to rest in any natural blessing, but will bring us to find our all in 
Himself. 

Space fails us to say ~ore this month; we shall hope to retur_n to a 
further consideration of this subject in our next issue. Meanwhile, may 
the Holy Spirit lead us profitably into a true understanding of His own 
Word. 

"LOOKING at the natural sun weakens the eye~ ; but the more you 
look at Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, the stronger and clearer will 
the eye of faith be :-Look but on Christ, and you will love Him and 
live on Him."-Wilcox. 

" THE Christian seldom w!l.nts comfort, but by breaking the order 
and method of the Gospel, i.e., by looking on his own righteousness, 
instead of looking off to the perfect righteousness of Christ. What is 
this, but choosing rather to live by candle-light than by the light of the 
sun? "-Wileox. 
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®ipositoru inpers on tht ~pistl~ to tlte Jomatrn. 
BY (THE LA.TE) G. w. SHEPHERD. 

No. 15.-CHA.PTER VI. 1-7. 

IF anything were wanting to prove the complete alienation of the 
heart of man from God by the fall, and the enmity of the carnal 

mind against Him, it would be supplied by ob3erving the hatred, almost 
amounting to frenzy, with which the revelation of His plan of salvatiou 
is received by the natural man. Salvation by the free and unmerited 
grace of One who reserves to Himself all control in the matter, and who 
regards with abhorrence the vain pretentious of corrupt nature to merit 
and claim upon His clemency, stirs up the worst passions of human 
depravity "against the Lord, and against His anointed." 

Every conceivable objection has be~n urged against the true Gospel, 
and any argument, however hollow and dishonest, has been thought 
lawful to use to discredit it, so contrary is it to human pride and human 
pretension. Among the most hackneyed, and the most self-destructive. 
is that which the Apostle anticipates and demolishes in the sixth 
chapter. Yet, although it has been slain thousands of times, it is still 
frequently raised up again, and hurled against the weak and unstable of 
Christ's flock, and so, perhaps, it will be as long as human nature is 
what it is. 

" What then shall we say to these things ? Shall we continue in 
sin, that grace may abound ? God forbid. How shall we that are dead 
to sin live any longer therein." 

It could not escape the master-mind of the Apostle Paul, that, in 
default of overthrowing his argument, the enemies of godliness would 
resort to abuse and misrepresentation, and in particular say, that if 
these things are so, men are EO far discouraged from the pracUce of sin 
that they better commend this view of things by Jiving in it. There is 
a considerable degree of the cunning of the Evil One in this suggestion. 
Men, in their depraved condition by nature, are only restrained to the 
extent that they are, by the accusations of conscience. If, therefore, it 
be established, that works count for nothing in salvation-neither good 
works to procure, nor evil works to exclude,-if it be proved, that by 
the wisdom and benevolence of God, the abounding of sin has been so 
overruled as to exhibit the super-abounding of grace, it at once occurs 
to carnal reason, that we may " continue in sin ; " for as sins are multi
plied, grace is the more magnified in their free forgiveness. What 
need, then, for restraining sinful propensities ? If the matter hanl?S 
upon election, and the elect, are neither saved for their good works nor 
damned for their bad ones, why be exercised upon the subject ? What 
is to be, will be ; let us therefore indulge every evil passion and lust, 
and consent to every evil suggestion : it can make no difference to what 
is decreed concerning us. The imprimatur of Satan is manifest in this 
chain of sophistry, but in the corrupt state of human nature, "the wish 
is father to the thought," and those who love to use this argument 
would be only too glad if it were sound, that, like the sow in the mire, 
they might wallow in the filthiness of their imaginations without the 
unwelcome condemnation of the "monitor within." It is fatal to this 
diabolical objection, that the doctrinal system of the Apostle neither 
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suggests nor supports anything of the kind, but rather that which is 
diametrically opposed to it. 

Our author takes high ground in the dignified opprobrium which he 
~es~s up~n the objector. "God for?id" is his first exclamation of holy 
md1gna~10n. He frequently_uses t~1s phrase to expres5 the loathing and 
detestat10n he feels for certam sent1ment9, But he does more than this. 
BY a course of unanswerable reasoning he- shows that the objection is as 
a_bsurd as it is wicked. The inquiry, " How shall we that are dead to 
sm live any longer therein ? " is intended to express not only the 
inconsistency, but the impossibility of such a thing. The impregnable 
position the Apostle assumes is this, that the sanctificati@ of a believer 
rests upon exactly the same basis as his justification, that Christ died as 
really for the one object as the other, and that therefore if His death has 
really secured the justification of His people (which the foregoing 
argument has established), it has as actually secured their sanctification 
also. 

It has already been proved that a believer is . justified by the blood 
and l'ighteousness of Christ, on the ground of the UNION to His Person, 
of which our relation to Adam was a figure. It is now insisted that the 
same UNION is the ground of his being s1nctified. There is a likeness 
between the head and the members in the case of Adam and his 
posterity, insomuch as not only do they inherit his legal sentence, but 
also, alas ! his corrupt nature. There is a corresponding likeness 
between the head and members in the case of Christ and His Church, 
and similarly they not only receiv11 through Him a legal discharge from 
the penalty of sin, but also a liberation from its control and dominion. 

The case as between the law as a creditor, and the Church as a 
debtor, may be regarded as a past transaction, settled by the decrees of 
God from eternity, and accomplished as a fact when Christ "was 
delivered for our offences, and raised again for our justification." But 
by the work of the Holy Spirit upon the heart, in bringing the subjects 
of it to believe in Christ, this fact is traneferred to actual experience. 
Now his experience necessitates being born again, and to be born again 
requit-es the communication of the " incorruptible seed" of the Eternal 
Word, or in other terms a regenerated soul is virtually allied to Christ's 
person, becomes a member of His body, an integral part of His mystic 
frame, lives in Christ and Christ in Him, and in consequence partakes 
His nature, drinks of His Spirit, comes under the influence of His 
r~lationship, and is controlled 11nd governed by its inward operation. 

So, then, by one and the same process, the soul is both justified and 
sanctified. The means employed to bring a man to believe in the WORK 
OF CHRIST as the way of salvation from the curse of sin, involve such 
union to the PEHSON OF CHR1s·r as effectually precludes him fr_om 
continuing in the love and practice of it. Justification and sanctificat10n 
are therefore inseparable, and the person who can love sin and live in it, 
cannot possibly have heen "justified by faith" so as to have "peace 
with God." Were it otherwise, the Apostle's inquiry might be answered, 
but he uses the interrogative as the most emphatic way of asserting a 
positive, " How shall we that are dead to sin live any longer therein ? '' 
being another way of saying that it cannot possibly be so ; ttnd this 
agrees with 1 John iii. 3. "And every man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as He is pure." 
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The doctrine thus stated is further enlarged upon by a reference to 
the Scriptural meaning of believers' baptism. "Know ye not, that so 
many of Us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His 
death ? " &c. In this and the two following verses it is shown thnt 
baptism must be so administered as to exhibit a likeness to the burial 
aud resurrection of Jesus Chri-st. We shall not stay to ·:point out that 
sprinkling or pouring do not suggest this likeness. Those who invented 
tbese absurd customs appear to have had a singular veneration for the 
second commandment, for they " have not made unto themselves the 
likeness of anything, that is in heaven above, nor in the earth beneath, 
nor in the waters under the earth." 

" For if we have been planted (united) together in the likeness of 
His death we s~all be also in the likeness of His resurrection : knowing 
this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is 
dead is freed (justified) from sin.'' · 

The likeness consists in the burial of a person under water, and 
raising him again. Now when. Christ was buried, He was really dead, 
ha,ing died unto sin in every shape and sense. So these who are 
baptized should be really dead in a comparative SEnse. That is to say, 
they must have acknowledged themselves to be dead in relation to the 
holy law of God, which they have broken, and in consequence are 
sentenced to death by it. This is what Paul mearis when he says, " I 
through the law am dead to the law" (Gal. ii. 19): condemned to 
death by it, and have no hope of mercy from it. The death of Christ 
satisfied the law's claim, and the believer, by being baptized into His 
death, professes that He derives his hope of salvation from that substi
tutionary work. Such a profession supposes that an important work has 
been going on in the mind. The evil nature of sin and its awful conse
quences must have been realized, for he who believes in a Saviour must 
have felt bis need of one, and moreover cannot be supposed to rely upon 
the intense agony and unparalleled sufferings of Christ for his salvation 
withont some degree of gratitude and love towards the Sufferer. Now 
it is quite out of the question that he can both love sin and love the 
Saviour .at the same time-love the world and love Him who was cast 
out and hated by it also. Baptism, therefore, implies that he is dead 
also to the sin that caused his Redeemer to suffer, and to the world 
which cried "Crucify Him," and in being "buried with Him" goes 
" forth unto Him without the c1mp, bearing His reproach." Or, as 
Paul puts it, "God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world." · 

But this is not all. Baptism not only sets forth a likeness of Christ's 
death, but of H_is resurrection from the dead, and the believer partici
pates in the advantages of both. Now while Christ died unto sin, sin 
being the occasion of His death, yet He rose from the dead to be done 
with it for ever, and those who are delivered from its curse by-His death 
are estranged from its service by His ri>,eurrection. " The glory of the 
Father " exercised in His resurrection is also displayed in " the 
newnes, of life" communicated to those who believe in Him. Not only 
was our penalty exhauRted by J:lis crucifixion, but "our old man was 
crucified with Him " at the same time, the object of His death being as 
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really that hencefor~h we should not serve sin, as it was that we should 
not b~ damned for it. " He that is dead is freed from sin," as one who 
hes ~1ed nt the h~nds. of the executioner is not only freed from farther 
p~n1shment f.or his crime, but rendered also incapable of repeating the 
.crime. 

JESUS TEMPTED IN THE WILDERNESS.-No. l. 
BY THOMAS HENSON. 

THE human life of Jesus, and His moral and spiritual experiences, are 
imeparable from those of His disciples, though they vary much in 

form and intensity. He was perfect, we are imperfect. He was tempted 
like as we are, yet He was without sin. He worked and rested ; He 
hungered and thirsted ; He slept and prayed ; He felt the touch of 
sympathy, and the icy chill of desertion. 
· Matthew tells us He was" _led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempte4 of the devil." Mark says : " He was driven by the Spirit." 
Luke says : " He, being full of the Holy Ghost, was led into the 
wild«:irness, and was forty days tempted of the devil." Jesus bids us 
:pray," Lead mi not into temptation." 

Satan concentrated all the strength and subtlety of his malignant 
nature upon the Son of God, and, as Gurnall says, " He silvered his foul 
tcmgue with fair language." The whole course of Christ's ministry was 
·a combat with a concealed devil,-concealed sometimes in malicious Jews, 
·and sometimes in officious friends. It was a daring resolve of the devil 
to attack the first man of Eden ; it was the climax of his proud pre
sumption to attack the Lord Jesu:s Christ, who had cast him out of 
heaven. What the pure, holy soul of Jesus suffered in these temptations 
surpasses our conceptions ; we know that He endured them for us. 

The ecstacy of glory which followed the baptismal service was 
apparently the opening occasion for these fiery temptations. The voice 
from heaven said, "This is My beloved Son." The voice of the tempter 
said, " If Thou be the Son of God." It was so of old ; it is so yet ; it 
will be so in days to come. Daniel's habit of prayer led to the lion's 
den. The nonconformist piety of the three Hebrews led to the seven 
times heated furnace. David was anointed with the holy oil to be King 
over Israel, and Saul's rancourous hatred hunted him like a flea, and 
chased him like a partridge on the mountains. Elijah flushed with 
miraculous victory, and ecstatic with the glory of Carmel, descends into 
the valley, and lays himself down to die in despair. Spiritual depression 
often succeeds to high spiritual elevation. Satan seizes such seasons as 
his special opportunities ; God permits it, but bids His angel stand by 
in charge, and the believer comes out of the c.:>nflict stronger in the 
Lor_d. The devil is not permitted to enter into the halo of glory, b~t 
he 1s never far from its outer frin'l'e, waiting to meet the soul as 1t 
comes forth out of the bright cloud~ It was so with Jesus, and " the 
disciple is not greater than his Lord." 

It is worthy of note that Jesus fasted forty days. It is instruct.ive 
to compare the forty d~ys' fasting of Jesus with similar seasons in the 
lives of Moses and Elijah. Moses received the" Tables" during his 
forty days' fast; Elijah had made his-g1·eat effort to restore the law, and 
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had wrought his great deeds on Carmel before his fasting ; Moses fested 
while he was receiving the Jaw-Elijah fasted forty days after being fed 
by the angel-Jesus came, not to receive the law, not to restore it, not 
to destroy it, but in the presence of the people to fulfil it. We should 
expect to find points of comparison between Moses, Elijah, and ,Jesus. 
'' ln fact, these may be described as marking the three stages in the 
history of the covenant. Moses ,vas its giver, Elijah its restorer, the 
Messiah its renewer and perfeder. And as such they had, in a srnse, o. 
similar outward consecration for their work. But that neither Moses 
nor Elijah was assailed by the devil, constitutes, not the only, though 
a vital difference between the fasts of Moses and Elijah, and thnt of 
.fesus. Moses fasted at the beginning, Elijah at the end, Jesus et the 
beginning of his ministry. Moses fasted in the presence of God ; 
Elijah alone; Jesus, while assaulted by the devil. Moses had been 
called up by God ; Elijah had gone forth in the bitterness of his O\lll 

spirit; Jesus was driven by the Spirit. Moses failed after his forty 
days' fast, when in indignation he cast the tables of the law from him; 
Elijah failed before his forty days' fast ; Jesus was aesailed for forty 
days, and endured the trial. Moses was angry against Israel; Elijah 
despaired of Israel; Jesus overcame for Israel."• 

Jesus came to magnify the law, but He must first conquer the great 
law-breaker. Satan bad conquered the first Adam in Paradise, and he 
will put forth his utmost endeavour to conquer the second Adam, the 
Lord Christ from heaven. Satan came into Paradise under the subtle 
charm of the serpent ; he came to the first Adam in the midst of serenity, 
beauty, and abundance; but he assaulted Jesus amidst hunger, desola
tion, and the roar and cries of wild beasts ; he came to· Adam and Eve 
as an emancipator from Divine law, but he came to Jesus as an angel 
of light in the specious pretence of an anxious friend, concealing his 
deadly dagger under the smile of a sinister benevolence. 

The three fasts of forty days each are recorded as miraculous ; they 
are not natural t'.l human life. Perhaps all attempts to fast for forty 
days may be regarded as failures, or impostures. In the three Scripture 
cases, great solemn issues were involved, and life and strength were 
maintained by Divine presence and power. The New Testament does 
not enjoin fasts, but it does not shut the door against them, when the 
soul is so drawn by the Holy Spirit. The great fast of the Christian 
dispensation is a fasting from sin, that the soul may have full liberty to 
feast upon redeeming love and grace in Christ Jesus. In these days of 
sensational excitement, the worldling, and the empty professor, have 
neither time nor taste for reflection and meditation with God. The 
race for wealth, and the feverish rush after pleasure, put out the light 
of the secret place, as the lurid glare of the torch puts out the light of 
the glowworm. 

Notice has been taken of the fact that the forty days' fast, and the 
temptations in the wilderness, are not mentioned in the fourth Gospel. 
John is silent about the wilderness scene, but be is in very close 
sympathy with it. The synoptic Gospels exhibit Jesus as the Son of 
Man, John as the Son of God. The four Gospels have but one Christ; 
one suffering Christ. Luke says : "The devil departed from Him for 
a Bef180n." John quotes the Saviour's words: "The prince of this 

• Edersheim. "Jesus, the Messiah." 
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world cometh, and hath nothing in Me." Matthew and Luke tell us 
how in His hunger He found sustenance in the Word of God. .John 
ells us that in His hunger He had meat to eat, which His disciples 

knew not of. His meat was to do the will of God. John does not 
repeat the sermon on the Mount ; he does not speak of the transfi"ura
tion ; his silence about these thinga may be significant, but it doe~ not 
detract from the rich, sweet, and Divine truth of his Gospel. 

If we place John',1 view of Christ as the Son of God side by side 
with these temptations, we cannot fail to realise the deep calling unto 
deep-or, as Calvin has it, " Depth calleth unto depth·" at the noise of 
thy waterspouts. We sit and think of the deep mysteries of incarnation, 
and we ask question upon question. Could Deity be so tempted ? How 
could even devils dare to bring temptation to the Son of God ? Could 
human nature alone endnre, resist, and overcome such a tempter in s•1ch 
a place, under such circumstances? How may we understand the Holy 
Spirit " driving," or vehemently urging Jesus forward to this terrible 
ordeal ? 0, the love, and the grace of the Saviour to submit to all this 
wave rolling upon wave of horror and shame for sinful men ! '' He 
was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin." We are told 
of three several temptations at the end of the forty days, but we are not 
told of the number, and forms, and bitterness of temptations during 
those forty days. Did every day bring fresh assaults ? A veil covers 
the manner of the enemy's approaches, and we know so little of the 
subtlety of his access to the human soul. The soul needs the whole 
armour of God to be able to withstand " the wiles of the devil." The 
simplest form in which we can receive this narrative is as an awful 
reality ; not as a vision ; not as an allegory ; to the saints of God, a 
solemn, profound, and comforting reality. 

There is an important distinction between Christ and His people as 
to temptation. In Him there was no sin for the enemy to work upon ; 
in us there is a sinful trend, a fallen, corrupted nature. The devil 
searched Jesus through and through, but he found nothing in Him on 
which he could work. Christ Himself could appeal to His own absolute 
sinlessness. But the devil finds the tinder of sin in us, and sets it burn
ing with the sparks of his own fire. Temptation did not come to Jesus 
out of His own coneciousness, it was brought to Him; but each man is u tempted when he is drawn away by his own lust, and enticed " 
(Jame~ i. 14, R.V.). Christ, though the" Beloved Son" of God, was 
not exempt from the assaults of the devil, nor does the sonship of saved 
men exempt them, but joint-heirship with Jesus effectually secures their 
final triumph. Dead souls do not hear His voice, but His saints hear 
Him continually saying to them, "Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation.'' And their prayer is," 0 keep my soul, and deliver 
me, let me not be ashamed ; for I put my trust in Thee." On this 
prayer C. H. Spurgeon says : " 0 keep my soul" out of evil, " and 
deliver me" when I fall into it. This is another version of the prayer, 
"Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil."• 

It is interesting to ask, how did the Gospel writers obtain their 
knowledge of these temptations, of the place, of the persons, of the 
positions in which the devil placed Jesus, and of the words which were 
spoken ? From the narrative we gather that there were no witnesses, 

•"The Treasury of David, Vol. 1." 
G 
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except the angels. Perhaps tb.e most satisfactory answer is, that the 
story was told to His disciples by Jesus Himself, and that Mark and 
Luke learned it from Peter or others of the twelve. It is not possible 
that they invented it, its structure has too many marks of divinity to 
!i-dmit of its being merely human. Did Jesus reveal it to them when 
He exhorted them to watch and pray ? Did He enforce that exqorta• 
tion by the memory of His own experience and example ? Or did He 
make it known to them in one of those memorable interviews after His 
resurrection ? However it was revealed, through them it is made known 
to us, let us hold it firmly in thankfulness. . _ 

From the narrative we gather that Jesus was alone in the wilderness, 
yet not alone. Ko human voice wa!3 there to cheer, no human hand to 
aid, but His Father, and the angels were there. Loneliness is unbear
able to many ; men are never so weak as when left to themselves ; sons 
and saints are never so strong as when alone with God. God reveals 
Himself to souls far more in the valley of the shadow of death, than He 
does in the glitter of" Vanity Fair." Jesus often sent His djsciples 
away that He might be alone ; but there came a day when, in the face-of· 
death, He sought their company and communion. Sitting with them 
at the last Passover, He said, " With desire I have desired to ent this 
Passover with you before I suffer." They had been with Him three 
years ; He had told them many things ; yet, within t~enty-four hours 
of His death He had more to say to them. He knew the temptation. 
that would meet them, to " forsake Him and flee." He knew that Satl!,n 
stood ready with his sieve to sift them, and He sought opportunjty to 
say to them," Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world," and·your 
triumph is MY TRIUMPH. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H~ S. L. 

Feathered Folk. No. 3.-Beejeaters, Blackbirds, Bowerbirds, and: 
Bustards. 

BEEFEA.TERS, so-called, belong to the starling tribe, and Jive in 
Africa. They are not much like the true starlings, as they have a 

very stout strong bill, and their feet are v,ery short_ and thick_ ·and are 
furnished with curved sharp claws. These birds do not feed on the 
animals whose backs they perch upon, they only hurt them sometimes 
by mere accident, their only desire being to feed upon the insects which 
infest the skins of the rhinoceros, buffalo, and such-like animals, and 
though the cattle on the first arrival of the birds seem frightened and 
confused they soon not only tolerate them, but appear really pl!!ased 
with their services, as they rid them of their trou):>lesqme little 
companions. To the rhinoceros the Beefeater is doubly usefuli, fQr he 
not only cleans his ?Oat_, but, by uttering sharp, ~hrill cries at the !!,pproach 
of danger, warns his big host to make good his escape from-the hunter 
who seeks his life, and thus often disappoints the sportman's designs. 

Blackbirds are residents in Britain ; they are sweet singers, and very 
active, lively creatures, subsisting chiefly on worms, snails, and some
times the seeds and husks of wheat, oats, and other grain; they seldom 
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seem to swallow a large worm whole,: but eat it up a bit at a time . 
happily the bird is generally hungry enough to do his work quickly 0 ; 

the poor worm would have a very painful death. The bird seems' to 
kuow in!itinct.ively where the worms are, and after watching the spot a 
little while digs in the right pface, and soon unearths its victim. Hed(7es 
and walls are its favourite haunts, for there it usually finds its prey,0 in 
~carc~ing for whi~h it hops ~nd _leaps in a very sprightly ~ay, keeping 
its tall rather raised, and its wrngs loose. When sleepy 1t draws its 
neck in, ruffles its feathers, tucks up its wings, and lets its tail droop. 
H disturbed it makes a loud noise much like the chattering of a magpie, 
but seldom flies far away. He likes cultiva~ed fields and plains, and on 
the topmost branch of some tall poplar tree will often sing with little 
intermi"lsion for an hour or more, as if his whole spirit was so full of 
peace and joy that he must tell it out, and whether alone or with his 
mate, in summer or in winter, he will pour forth his sweet ever-varying, 
yet still melodious, strain. 

A naturalist w~tched a female Blackbird put a worm in the mouth 
of one of her young ones and fly away ; on her return she found it 
choking, part of it having become entangled in its feathers so that 
t_he little bird was unable to swallow it. With a cry of distress the 
mother soon summoned the father to her relief, and, strange to say, he 
soon found out where the difficulty lay ; so disengaging the part of the 
worm that was ca.ught in the breast feathers, he held it up until after a 
deal of exertion the young one swallowed it, but was so exhausted through 
it3 adventure that it remained motionless for some hours without even. 
opening its eyes. Its father, however, was so delighted to know that 
it was still alive, that perching himself upon a tree a little distance off, 
he expressed his joy in one of his most beautiful songs. May not the 
Blackbird teach us a lesson of thankfulness ·and acknowledgment of 
God's many mercies, and doe1,1 it not re.mind us that 

"They who know the Saviour's name, 
Are for all events prepared ; 

What can changes do for them, 
Who have such a Guide and Guard? " 

'' Rejoice in the Lord al way: and again I say, Rejoice," wrote the Apostle 
Paul to the believer;; at Philippi, t,hough they were subject to many 
trials, persecutions, and sorrows-;- and-ffabakkuk:sang his delightful song 
of triumph in a season of wintry solitude, when all around was dark and 
dreary, because he could realize when all 'beside was gone, yet " T/il)u 
remainest." . 

"And God;the same abiding, 
His praise shall tune my voice ; 

For while in Him confiding, 
I cannot but rejoice." 

Female Blackbirds have brownish feathers with an inclination to red on 
1he throat and breast alternated with black stripes, and some have white 
feathers mingled with the black ones. . . 

Bowerbirds are so-called because they usually build a bower for their 
home iustead of making a nest. One of the species, the" Regent," is 
\"ery handsome, with black and yellow plumage of velvety richness, 
especially in the head feathers, which makes it somewhat resemble the 
" Birds of• Paradise," as they _are termed. The Satin Bowerbirds have a 
plumage of bluish black, very bright and satin-like in appear!lllce ; the 
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females ha\"e greyish green feathers on the upper and yellowish ones on 
the under part of their bodies. They are inhabitants of different parts 
of Australia. 

Bustards are wading birds, somewhat pheaimnt-like in stmcture ; 
they used to be found in England, but are not with us now. The great 
Bustard stands about three feet high, and will measure three feet six: 
inches from the tip of its beak to the end of its tail, and eight feet from 
wing to wing. The male often has an air pouch attached to his throat, 
which gives him considerable voice power, be hM a varied plumage, is 
very cautious and intelligent, and always disposed to profit by past 
experience. The nests are fixed in out-of-the-way places, and while 
some of the birds sleep, some very old ones keep watch and are very 
wary. They have good eyesight and immediately note the approach of 
strangers, and are off at once. Their powers of hearing and smell are 
however less keen, and the hunter gains his advantage from their weaker 
points. Bustards will sometimes attain the age of fifty years. Their 
food is composed of insects, plants, seeds, and fruits, green meat being 
much enjoyed in the summer. Ants' eggs are a delicacy, and the mother 
bird carefully feeds her young ones. The females are smaller th,m the 
males, though their size varies considerably. The eggs are yellowish 
brown, and rather larger than those of the Turkey. The Bustard is met 
with in various parts of Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia. It may 
be tamed, and is capable of great affection for its owner. 

We may well imitate the caution of the Bustard, for Jesus said, 
"Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation;" and Peter taking up 
the exhortation of his Lord and Master wrote, " Be sober, be vigilant ; 
because your advereary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seek
ing whom he may devour." And we have many weak points, our eyes 
are often dim, ou· ears dull, our perceptions blunted; but Jesus says, 
" Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you." So, feeling our own weakness and helplessness, 
may we be led to cry to the Strong for strength, the All-wise for wisdom, 
and the Holy One for righteousness ; so shall we be " more than 
c:mquerors through Him who loved "and gave Himself for all who seek 
His favour, and desire His love. 

CHRIST, THE OBJECT. OF FAITH. 
UAITH is a knowledge of Christ, an apprehension of Christ-, an 
_r appropriation of Christ. It is the work of the Rpirit in the soul 
through the preaching of the Gospel. It is the word of God applied 
with conviction and assurance to sin-burdened hearts. "This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He bath sent." 

Faith is a knowledge of Christ. This knowledge is by no means 
exhaustive; it is often vuy elementary. It iR definite knowledge, end 
altogether higher than the dictates of humrm reason. It i'i epiritual 
knowledge, for however elementary it is, it is not an acquirement of tht> 
naLural mind, but of the awakened soul. Regeneration has preceded 
this knowledge. It is founded on evidence, but this evidence is alone 
understood by the one who has experienced Divine teaching. Taught 
bv the Holy Spirit, we know something of the Divine nature of Christ 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 81 

----:-we realize th~t He }s the revelation of God. We, are spiritually eye
witnesses of His maJesty. The first flash of Gods holiness on our 
conscience repelled us, and we looked alone for destruction• but when 
" the light of the glory of God, shining in the face of Chri;t" beamed 
into our hearts, we were certainly amazed, but there was hope and 
though overcome by the dazzling light, we yet had breath to' cry ; 
" Who art Thou, Lord ? " Who mdeed ! And though since that first 
revelation of His glory, we have followed on, through grace, to know 
the Lord, yet still our prayer is ever, as we wonder more and more at 
His matchless Person : " Who art Thou, Lord ? " 

Faith is an apprehension of Christ. This is necessary. Although 
He is acquainted with us in all our ways, we are not permitted to un
derstand all things concerning our blessed Master. We have not capacity 
for infinite knowledge. The angels, who stand nearest the throne, 
choose rather to wonder and adore than to penetrate the mysteries of 
the Person and work of their Lord. The carnal mind is often irreve
rent, and 1knows not where to stop; the spiritual mind humbly receives 
the lessons the Divine Teacher gives, and asks no more. We apprehend 
by faith the Messiahship of our Lord. He speaks to us by His Spirit 
of the necessity of an atonement, and we apprehend Him to be the Lamb 
of God, Man to suffer and to die, holy, undefiled, without blemish. He 
speaks to us of Divine wrath, and we apprehend Him to be the Lamb 
of God which beareth away sin, the propitiation for our sins, the substi
tute, the surety, who suffered in our stead. He speaks to us of an 
ancient covenant of grace, and we apprehend Him to be the Lamb slain 
from before the foundation of the world. The engagements of that 
covenant are His, and He undertook to fulfil them at the cost of His 
own life's blood. "We walk by faith, and not by sight." The narra
tives of Christ's life may be learnt by heart, if we will, and we may 
entertain no doubt whatever as to their veracity, but the essential truths 
of salvation will be ungrasped until faith apprehends the glories of 
Immanuel. The multitude who thronged Him had their opinion of 
Jesus; it was:" This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee." 
With this popular view we may contrast Peter's grand confession, and 
we find something very different : "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." This was Faith's apprehension of the Man, Christ Jesus. 

Faith is an appropriation of Christ. Faith bas great boldness, and 
can make great claims without fear of denial. In its beginnings it dis
plays meekness and humility. These graces do not grow less, but they 
are strengthened, as Faith grows with a holy courage which will not fear 
to "enter into the holiest by the blood of Christ." The eyes of a child 
wander carelessly over his father's estates till he awakens to the fact 
that they are his. Our inheritance in Christ is greater than our highest 
thoughts or aspirations; for now we know in part only. But it is 
necessary for our comfort that we should lay hold on eternal life. 
Christ's righteousness and merits are ours through His sacrificial work, 
and it is faith's privilege not only to apprehend their eternal value, but 
to enjoy their actual possession. To know Him is life eternal ; this is 
a clear and holy vision, but it is not satisfying to the soul's longings. 
We want food, for we are hungry; we want drink, for we are thirsty. 
We want the experience of the spouse: "I found Him whom my soul 
loveth: I held Him, and would not let Him go." This is not beholding 
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Him afar off-this is a -realization of His eternal love, and a grand 
apprehension of His glories. There is more than this. There is a firm 
grip, a loving embrace of His Person, and a strength of purpose in this 
act of faith. There is no misgiving as to the ual1ty of His love. There 
is perfect confidence and submissive trust, and all the longings of the 
soul are satisfied with Christ. By faith- we put on Christ in bartism, 
and this is a participation in His death and resurrection. " His body 
is meat indeed, and His blood is drink indeed." We are crucified with 
Christ; and so great is this appropriation of Him, that the life which 
we now live in the flesh we live in faith, the faith which is in -the Son of 
God. It is "no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in me." "The 
just shall live by faith." Faith, life, justification, are united in this 
expression. And it is ours by an act of lively faith to " sanctify in our 
µearts Chllist as Lord;" J. C. B. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

"And have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb."-Rev. vii. 14. 

IT is rather surprising as time and life go on, how we change our 
opinions and modify our views. Simon Peter was a type of many 

when he asked his Lord, ... Dost Thou wash my feet?" The _gracious 
answer given proved a revelation to the disciple of his need of cleansing. 
When the true significance of the truth dawned on Peter's mind, he 
speedily corrected himself by changing his mode of address and desiring 
complete cleansing of those parts likely to be soiled, such as feet, head, and 
hanos. In like manner all sensible and quickened sinners welcome inspired 
information respecting the fountain opened for sin, and the assurance of 
the efficacy of blood shed upon Calvary. It is, in the estimation of such 
characters, the highest privilege man can enjoy when God graciously 
invites him to" Come now, and let us reason together." Grand reasoning, 
glorious results, and marvellous changes are produced I (See Isa. i. 18.) 
There are many in the world-but who are not of it-who do rejoice in 
the precious truth, " The blood of J esas Christ, His Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin." The desire of the contrite soul is to be cleansed from all 
stain and pollution of sin. Hence the Royal Singer's prayer goes up from 
many hearts daily," Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.'' But 
who can reach such a standard of purity, and, if reached, how can 
it be sustained ? These are questions that perplex us, and try us daily. 
What man liveth, and sinneth not ? The very consciousness of guilt 
and sin is deeply felt in the most saintly life : so that perfection in the 
flesh is hopeless, and spotless purity impossible to realize in this time 
state. 

From these reflections it is helpful and encouraging to turn our 
thoughts again to the life beyond. What cannot 1be attained here will 
be fully realized there : 'for there is perfection in its fulnes~, and absolute 
and eternal separation from all defilement, for nothing impure or sinful 
can enter the "pearly gates" of the· City of God, the dwelling-place of 
the redeemed of the Lord. · : · 

The words before us suggest the condition of our friends who have 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 83 

obtained the prize as being CLEANSED. Whatever they were in their 
.natural condition, however sinful, polluted, and black ! they were 
cleansed entirely from all those stains and impurities, " and made white 
in the blood of the Lamb." What a convincing testimony is this to the 
power.and efficacy of the pricele8s blood of Jesus. shed for the remissiou 
of sins! .What a silencing blow to our unbelief, and to the many ques
ti:ons we raise respecting this particular subject ! What a confirmation 

.of Scripture passages upon the subject of pardon, cleansing, and sanctifica

.tion of life and heart I In the Celestial City there are strange character~, 
f; mean they were such great sinners, so impure, unholy, and defiled, 
yet they are cleansed, a.nu "made white in the blood of the Lamb.'' 
O,iwper well S.:lid, and we are glad he did :-

" There is a fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from 1-mmanuel's veins ; 

And sinners plung'd beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains.". 

As we think of the cleansed condition of the glorified saints, do we 
not wonder at the infinite wisdom, the grand mystery of redeeming 
grace, the wonder;i of divine love in thus providing a redemption so 
perfect, blooa so efficacious, that the vilest, blackest sinner can in that 
mighty fountain lose all his guilty stains I It is, I think, impossible for 
ns to realize this perfect cleansing in its fullelllt meaning in this life. I 
know that, like the dying thief, we can, through the riches of divine 
grace, experience the joy of pardon. But the perfection of absolute 
cleansing as enjoyed b1 those in heaven we do not know, neither ean we 
until we receive an entrance there also. 

Then there is implied the beautiful idea of purified life beyond the 
veil-a life entirely free from all blemish, from everything that may in 
the least possible degree defile that life. Truly, one cannot conceive the 
state of holiness and purity enjoyed by " those bleat inhabitants of 
Zion." Dr. Watts has given us a beautifal description of the redeemed. 
Before penning the verse.; I would like to say how for some days the 
words have been on my mind, and ho_w they have opened up the glories 
of the Lamb and the perfection of His righteousness to me. 

" And lest the shadow of a. spot 
Should on my soul be found ; 

.He took the robe the Saviour wrought, 
And cast it all around." 

Do ponder these precious•words, dear reader, so full, so sweet, and so 
~xprei!sive of the blessed condition of those who are cleansed and purified, 
through the precious atoning blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is one other thought I would just mention before I replace my 
pen. Their robes are pure, white, and clean as well as themselves. What 
a glorious sight· will heaven present to our astonished view ! What 
purity .I What immaculate perfection ! What glad vision ! How true, 
how real will the eternal things become to us. Again I would turn to 
Dr. Watts, and listen to his holy song, because it is so expressive of what. 
I would convey to my fellow pilgrims :-

" .Strangely, my soul, art thou arrayed, 
By the great sacred Three; 

In sweetest harmony of praise, 
. Let all Thy powers agree." 
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How blessed the thought-" strangely arrayed "-and, again, '' lest 
the shadow of a spot." Csn you catch the idea so wondrously set 
forth. It carries one's thoughts far beyond the glorified ones to the 
enthroned Lord, and there we discover the true secret of all perfection. 
Yes, glorious in appearance the saints may be, but their highest glory 
and apparel is the imputed righteousness of their beloved Lord. 

0, supreme Spirit of truth, leader, teacher, and guide of such timid, 
weak ones like u11, take us by the hand and lead us to the cleansing blood 
of the precious Lamb of God, slain from the foundation of the world I 
Purify our lives by the sanctifying influence of the divine word of 
Christ I Clothe us with the beautiful robe of Jesus' righteousness, then 
shall we be prepared to enter and take our place among the glorified 
ones, who are now singing, " Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood, • • to Him be glory and dominion 
for e,er and ever, Amen." 

67, Endwell Road, S.E. 

THE VOICE OF GOD'S DOVES. " o MY dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places 
, of the stairs, let me see Thy countenance, let me hear Thy voice : 

for sweet is Thy voice, and Thy countenance is comely." What sweet 
music to the heir of glory is this voice of the Beloved I It makes us 
say-

" If such the sweetness of the stream, 
What must the fountain be?'' 

But how varied are the notes that come from God's doves. Sometimes 
they mournfully sigh, " Rath God forgotten to be gracionil ? bath He in 
anger shut up Hie tender mercies ? will He be favourable no more ? " 
At other times the note is one of confidence, "The Lord is my light and 
my salvation ; whom shall I fear?" But the plaintive note of His dove 
is ever sweet in the ears of J ehovab. When a soul is seeking for the 
sealing of His blessed Spirit, symbolized as " the kisses of His mouth," 
ir, is well pleasing to the Lord. How precious is a kiss from Ris mouth I 
Can we ever forget the first kiss we experienced, impressed as it were 011 

our cheek, when we were sorrowing over our sins. How it dried our 
tears or cLanged them from tears of sorrow to tears of joy. See Mary 
in the house of Simon. She washed her Lord's feet with tears of sweet 
contrition. And what a kiss was that-" Thy sine which are many are 
all forgiven thee!" How many Ebenezere we can look back upon I We 
trace the band that has led us all the way. We look also upon the 
ancient waymarks, left, by the great cloud of witnesses that have gone 
home, like finger-posts to direct the traveller on his way. He has upheld 
us until now, and "will preserve us to His heavenly kingdom and glory." 
"His Name is as ointment poured forth," the frdgrance of which fills 
the soul, and then ascends to God who gave it. 

"Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense," is the cry of 
God's doves. But how tbe adversary will come in with, '' The prayer 
of the wicked is abomination to the Lord," and " Without holiness no 
11:an shall see the Lord." 0, what a painful exercise this is, like the 
bitter herbs which were eaten with the paschal lamb I But if we had 
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not the bitter herbs should we not grow careless of a throne of grace ? 
'These thorns of the wilderness are as goads to urge us to the mercy seat 
to Jay our complaints before the Lord. And when He is pleased to seai 
assurance on our hearts, to say," He hath not beheld iniquity in .Jacob 
nor seen perverseness in Israel," it is then that we experimentally pro,~ 
that "the work of righteousness is peace, and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance for ever." 

" And when the great da.y of departure sha.11 come, 
From all that at present oppose ; 

Yet then sha.11 His Spirit conduct us safe home, 
To the heights of eternal repose." 

F. MAYNARD. 
Bell Street, Preston, Victoria, Australia.. 

FELLOWSHIP IN THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. 
" THERE are sufferings of CHRIST which we can never know, which 

we cannot wish to know, which we ought not to desire to know
sufferings which He endured for us as our Surety and Substitute-suffer
ings which He endured, that we might not endure them-sufferings 
to which He was delivered, that we might not be delivered to them 
--that they might not be our tormentors for ever. These constitut~d 
the ingredients of that bitter cup which He drank to the very dregs ; at 
the sight of these His humanity shrank back and shuddered, while He 
cried out, in the bitterness of His soul, ' 0, My Father, if it be possible 
let this cup pass from Me ! ' What the bitterness of that cup was 
human tongues cannot tell, human imaginations cannot conceive, 
unless we could comprehend all the horrors in the curse of the violated 
law, and the wrath of an offended God. These were the weight which 
so heavily oppre~sed Him, when He said, • Now is My soul troubled, 
&c.' It was these which wrung His heart in agony, when He• sweat as 
i~ were great drops of blood falling to the ground.' It wa9 these wrung 
from Him that piercing cry, when all heaven hung in darkness over the 
scene of His suffering, and all nature, even inanimate, seemed to sym
pathize in His woes-' My God, My God, why hast 'l.'hou forsaken Me ? ' 
Can you know these sufferings ? Do you wish to know them ? Can 
you be baptized with the baptism He was baptized with ? Oh, no, He 
drank the cup of wrath, that you might drink the cup of life. ' For it 
became Him for whom are all things, and by whom are all things ; ' ' it 
became' the integrfoy of His character, the rectitude of His government, 
the requirements of His law, to stamp infamy on sin-to save the sinner 
while it detested his sins ; ' it became Him,' that He might not trample 
on the rights of justice while He showed mercy ; 'it became Him in 
bringing many sons to glory, to make the Captain of their salvation 
perfect through suffering.' We cannot know these His sufferings as the 
scapegoat, the sacrifice for sins. And yet there is a fellowship in the 
Redeemer's sufferings, in which all His people, in proportion and degree, 
must bear a part ; and this was what Paul wished-oot in the history 
of His sufferings, His bloody cross and passion, but in the fellowship. 
Many persons of affected sensibility feel a sort of delight in following 
0HRIST into the judgment hall, and to the Mount of Calvary, and 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

mingling their tears with the daughters of Jerusalem who bewailed Him 1 
but they ha,e no heart to suffer for His sake, no willingness to make 
8acrifices for His sen·ice. Their hearts seem moved ; they fancy them
sel,es His disciples ; for a while they walk with CHRIB'r, while all is safe 
nnd fair ; but when persecution arises, when it is said, 'If any man will 
come after Me, let him deoy himself, and take up the cross, &c.' anon 
they forsake CHRIST, end walk no more with Him: like the stony
ground hearers, they have no depth of earth in which the -seed can take 
root ; they flourish for a season, but are soon scorched: their 'goodness 
is like the morning cloud and the early dew;' it passeth quickly away. 
But such was not the apostle. He would have fellowship in the sufferings 
of CHRIST ; he 'endured hardness as a good soldier ; ' he was ever found 
in the front of the battle, the toil, and the dangers ; he died in the field 
in the very arms of victory, shouting, 'I have fought a good fight, &c.' 
Now, every disciple of OBRIST must in this way have his share in the 
Redeemer's sufferings . . • 'it is through much tribulation that we 
enter the kingdom.' Was the Redeemer the object of contempt and 
derision? So must we be. Was He slandered by the wicked? So shall 
we be. Was CHRIST persecuted? 'Marvel not,' said He, 'if the world 
hate you, for ye know that it hated Me before it hated you.' If they 
called the Master Beelzebub, they will not call you better. If they said 
of Him,' He is a friend of publicans and sinners,' so they will reproach 
you. • . • Christians ha~e been cast out as the offscouring of all 
things; they have been counted madmen and fools. • • • Thus we 
may know CHRIST, and the fellowship of His sufferings." 

SUNSET RAYS. 
BY .A. G.A,RDEN LABOURER. 

"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life."-Rev. 
ii. 10. 

OUR Lord here commissions His servant John to speak good words 
and comfortable words to His Church settled at Smyrna, exhorting 

it not to fear all that men or devils can do, but to remain faithful, and 
He would give them II a crown of life." And what is it to be faithful, 
but to regard and obey and keep in all its integrity the Word of God, 
and to take heed to the Word which He has spoken in the 20th Exodus. 
"Thou shalt have none other God but Me." This it is to be faithful. 
David was faitl:ful, for he says, 11 There is none on earth that J desire 
beside Thee." Abraham was faithful, for he believed God and obeyed 
His word, when, humanly speaking, there seemed no chance of_ its 
being fulfilled, and, it is recorded, that "Moses was faithful in all His 
house." These all worshipped and obeyed and honoured the living 
God, and received the "crown of life." And that crown of life, beloved 
brethren and sisters, is also as the Apostle Paul tells us, "a crown of 
righteousness," else it could not be "a crown of life." And he also tells 
us, thttt it is laid up for "all them that love His appearing." And who 
are they ? why those that are" faithful unto death." .Brethren and sisters, 
ltt us lay fast hold on the faithful word, and Jesus will not forget His 
faithful word of promise, but will, as the soul shall leave this_ body of 
corruption, send down His angels, ministering spirits, to give to all who 
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look for His appearing, that crown of life, even His own righteous 
life, which shall be the crown of joy and rejoicing, "even joy unspeak
able, and full of glory," to all who own no other God, but faithful unto 
death, shall realize David's hope, "Thou shalt guide me with Tr,y 
counsel, and afterward receive me to glory," and "I shall be satisfied 
when I awake, with Thy likeness." ' 

CHRIST IS ALL. 
" THAT man never knew the guilt of sin rightly, that thinks that any-

thing less or else than the blood of the Son of God can cleanse 
from it (1 John i. 7). And that man never saw the corruption and 
plague of his heart rightly, that is not persuaded that only the Great 
Physician, ChriU, can cure it. And no man can rightly employ Him 
for the one, and not for both. And they do but deceive themselves in 
their religion, whose main heart-exercise is not with Christ for both. 
Alas ! there are many disquieted consciences, and many defiled hearts 
and lives, in-many that are called Christians; and-some of them are ofG 
complaining, and sometimes sinking in their complainings ; and that 
because they do not believe and lay this truth to heart, that the cleansing 
and purgirig of the conscience from the guilt of sin, and the purifying 
of the heart and life from the dominion of sin, are Christ's proper 
works ; the first He does by the sprinkling of His blood, the other by 
the power-0f His Spirit (1 Cor. vi. 11 ; Titus iii. 4-7). And all that 
use other means for these ends, not only labour in vain, but sin greatly 
against God, who hath made Christ unto us wisdom, and righteousnees, 
and sanctification, and redemption, that no flesh should glory in His 
presence, and that he that glorieth might glory in the Lord (I Cor. i. 
~9-31)."-R. Traill. · 

CHRIST THE GOOD 
OTHER 

PHYSICIAN, UNLIKE 
PHYSICIANS. 

ALL 

" QTHER physicians have usually ample and honourable rewards for 
the attendance they give ; but this Physician comes only out of 

love, heals freely ; nay, is bountiful to His patient, not only heals him, 
but bestows gifts upon him, gives the visit, give3 the physic, sends the 
ministers and servants who watch and tend the patient. 

·" Other physicians prescribe a bitter portion for the sick person to 
take; this Physician drinks of the bitterest Himself. Others prescribe 
the sore to be lanced ; this Physician is wounded and smitten Himself. 
Others order the patient to be bled ; here the Physician bleeds Himsel[. 
Yea, He is not only the Physician, but the physic, and gives Himself, His 
own flesh, His own blood, to heal the soul of His patient, dies Himself 
that His patient may live. 'With His stripes we are healed.'"
E. Reynolds. 

"SEE Christ, and you see all. Keep your eye steadily fixed on His 
blood and righteousness, and only look at your graces in the second 
place ; else, every blast of temptation will shake you."--Wilcox. 
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SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES. 
II,-INTRoDUCTillN (continued). 

WHY are not the yesterdays uUerly forgotten? Wherefore have we memories 
and records of the past? 

Many arc tbe uses of annals. History is necessary and useful from many 
points of view. Here are two: first, that we may emulate the example of 
those who have gone before, in so far as it ie worthy of emulation ; secondly, 
not alone that we may profit by the record of their experiences, but avoid 
their follies, errors and mistakes. 

If t!:ie exact history of the London Baptist churches could be clearly told 
we should have in brief an epitome of Baptist history throughout the country 
during the last two centuries and more-(the palmy days of the Commonwealth, 
when churches were gathered, and places of.worship erected; the turbulent 
times of the later Stuarts, w11en churches were scattered, their buildings 
demolished, their public worship carried 011 in guildhalls or, as in the ~Be of 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle Church, in the houses of individual members ; 
the more settled period that came with the accession of William and Mary ; 
the drearily prosperous times of the Georges, when opulence seemed likely to 
stifle vital godliness amongst u~)-up to the present day, with which we have 
e,,ery one of us to do, seeing that the making of future history is (under 
God) in our hands now. 

II.-SOME EAST LONDON BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

The year 1617 is a memorable one for the Seventh Day Baptiste, seeing it 
was then that their church was founded in Mill Yard, Whitechapel. The Mill 
Yard church of thifl persuasion has had a long and varied career, is still Li 
existence, with a churnh-roll of about 22 members, and worshipping in· Eldon 
Street (West), B'insbury. It id in connexion with this church that we h11.ve 
numerous interesting items concerning Baptist ministers now in glory, who 
were greatly honoured by the Lord and highly esteemed by His people. 

COMMERCIAL STREET. 

In 1616 (in the reign of James I.) there was a mixed Protestant Diss®ting 
church gathered in Broad Street, Wapping. Some of these good people were 
Baptists. The first pastor chosen by the mixed congregation was one Henry 
Jacob, an Independent-though eveu he eventually became a Baptist. Years 
passed (as they ha,e a habit of doing), and Mr. John Lathrop became pastor 
of this old-time" Union., church. It was during Mr. Lathrop's ministry that 
the friends who held believers' baptism to be the ouly Scriptural order sought 
and obtained a peaceable and honourable dismissal from the mixed communion ; 
whereupon they were formed into a distinct church on purely Baptist 
principles, and met regularly for worship in Old Gravel Lane, Wapping, the 
date of the formation of the church being September 12th, 1633. 

One of their number, Mr. John Spilsbury, was chosen as tbe first paiJtor. 
The doctrine taught was Particular Redemption, but the practice observed in 
relation to the Lord's Supper was Open Communion. 

[ About this time there were other secessions from the first-mentioned mixed 
assembly. So many were baptized, that " Mercurius Aulicus," a journalist of 
that period, wrote in March, 1643 :-

" And the River Lee, which runs by Bow, 
wherein the new elect re-baptize themselves, aud 
call it by the narue of Jordan." 

Amongst these other seceders of whom I speak were William Kiffen (father 
of the Strict and Particular Baptists) and Thomas Wilson. 

Here I must make a most important digression. Kiffen and Wilson, when 
they left the "mixed " gathering, joined with the "Old Gravel Lane" Church. 
I have said that this church, though avowedly Baptist, admitted other than 
b:i.ptized believers to fellowship ; but when they went still further, and invited 
unbaptized _preachers to occupy their pulpit, William Kiffen objected, with
drew, and, 1n the year 1638, founded the 
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FIRST STRICT BAPTIST CHURCH IN LONDON I ! 

'!'hat is _to say, the fir~t Baptist church holding and teaching Particnlar 
Hedempt10n, and confinmg church membership and the Lord's Supper to 
baptized believers of the same faith and order. Thie was the famous Devon
shire Square church. By reason of railway extension and Metropolitan 
changes, in the year 1871 this church removed to the high road, Stoke 
Newington, North of London, where it possesses fine, commodious buildings 
has large congregations, 11, church-roll of about 800 members, nearly a thousan,i 
Sunday-school scholars, and about 90 Sunday-school teachers. But, gentle 
reader, if you wo,1ld estimate the width of its departure from the distinct and 
special church order upon which it was founded, the best thing would be to 
pay a visit or two, and see for yourself.] 

Next month we will return to the beginnings and progress of our Com-
mercial Street church, with which we set out. SAMUEL BANKS. 

The Harbinger, Southwood Road, New Eltham, S.E., Feb., 1902. 

NOT AFRAID. 

"I will trust, and not bo afraid."-Isaiah xii. 2. 

TRUST Thee, yes, Lord, for Thou'rt worthy 
Of my fiillest trust ; Psa. !xii. 8. 

Thou hast proved so faithful to me, 2 Thess. iii. 3. 
'l'hat believe I must ; 

Thou the "Same" a.rt now and ever, Heb. xiii. 8. 
Nothing from Thy love shall sevar. Rom. viii. 89. 

Not afraid, Lord, Thou hast bidden 
Me yield not to fear; 

Precious "Fear not" Thou hast given, 
For my comfort here ; 

"Naught by any means can ·hurt" me, 
For my life is hidden in Thee. 

Not afraid, Lor!I, "all .things" worketh 
For my lasting good ; 

And what.strange to me e.ppeareth, 
Thou hast understood ; 

Where Thou lee.dest safe I follow, 
Right the way-come joy or sorrow. 
Not. afraid, Lord, ·Thy choice al way 

Is the best for me_; 
All I meet in life's rough pathwa,y, 

First was known to Thee ; 
Nothing oomes by Thee unheeded, 
Every trial has been needed. 

Not afraid, Lord, Thou wilt never 
Leave me to the end ; 

Near a.rt Thou to guide me ever, 
Kind, unchanging Friend ; 

Near to strengthen, hold and help me, 
Near that I may always fear Thee. 
Not afraid, Lord, Thy great fulness 

Shall all needs supply ; 
Thou dost make me in Thy goodness 

In green pastures lie ; 
All things mine are in my Saviour, 
Blast in ];lim with endless favour. 

.Luke xii. 32. 

Isa.. xliii. 1-5. 
Luke x. 19. 
Col. iii. 8. 

Rom. viii. 28. 
1 Peter iv. 12. 
Psa. cxlvii. 5. 
Isa. xlviii. 17. 
Psa. cvii, 7. 

Psa. xlvii. 4. 
2 Sam. xxii. 81. 
Job. x:xiii. 10. 

Prov. xv. 8. 
Psa. c:xi.:!:. 71. 

Matt. xxviii. 20. 
Psa. xlviii. 14. 
Prov. xviii. 24. 
Isa. xii. 10. 
Prov. xxviii. 14. 

Col. i. 19. 
Phil. ii. 19. 

Psa. xxiii. 2. 
1 Cor. iii. 21. 
Ephes. i. 3. 

K. STAINES. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

ILFORD (EBENEZER).-We held our 
New Yea.1•~ meeting on Tuesda.y, Ja.n. 
21st, when pastor J. Cla.rk prea.ched a. 
most enoonra.ging sermon from Paa.Im 
xxvii.. 9th verse (la.tter portion)," Thou 
ha.et been my help," &c. A public 
meetinJ!' wa.s held in the evening, a.t 
which Mr. Otben, sen., preeided. After 
singing "Come, Thon Fount of every 
blessing,'· brother Othen rea.d Pea.. ciii, 
Brother Digby sought the Lord's bles
sing. Pastor Holden a.ddressed the 
friends from Acts xxvi. 22. "Having 
therefore obtained help of God,•' &c. ; 
pastor J. Cla.rk from Philip. iii. 21, 
"Who shall change our vile body," &c., 
and brother Welstand from Eccles. iii. 
14, "I know that whatsoever God doeth," 
&c., after which the chairman epoke 
from a portion of the 115th P~alm, espe
cially the 12th verse, " The Lord bath 
been mindful of us, He will bless us,•' 
&c. The Lord's blessing was experi
enced throughout, and we found it good 
to be there. 

"The opening year His mercy shows: 
May mercy crown it to its close." 

-W.G.F. 

IPSWICH (BETHESDA).-The last 
Sunday in January is looked upon by 
our echolars a~ their prize day, therefore 
on January 26th we held a special ser
vice for the Sunday-school in lihe after
noon ; 48 girls and 38 boys had gained 
prizes for punctual attendance, whilst 
seven of them were awarded special 
prizes for beinl!' preeent and ea.rly every 
time during 1901. About one.third of 
the bloke given away were Bibles and 
Hymn-books, the others were books 
suitable for young people. Our pastor 
(Mr. Kern). superintendent (Mr. Chil
vers), and Mr. Kenney were recipients 
of -i;reeents, 11.s small tokens of love 
from their respective classes. Mr. Kern 
and Mr. Chilvers suitably and feelingly 
responded. Specia.1 prizes were also 
J?iven by teachers to many scholars for 
finding Bible references, so that in all 
&bout 200 books were presented. Mr. 
Kern, our pastor, kindly preEented the 
books. with words of encouragement to 
all.-W. B. M. 

NORWICH (PITT STREET). - The 
members held their annual Church 
meeting on Thursday, January 23rd, 
preceded by a members' tea at the 
residence of Mr. R. Fordham, 164, 
Q11een's-road. After tea the business 
meeting was presided over by the senior 
deacon, brother Fordham. and was of 
an enjoyable character. Brother J.P. 
Hnot read Psalm cxxxii., and brother 
J. P11rling prayed. The Incidental 
Fund showed a small balance in hand. 
D ll.l'ing last year the interior of this 

ancient place of worship was thoroughly 
cleaned and renovated at a cost of over 
:£12. We regret to record the loss by 
dea.th of brother Miller and sister 
Sadler, but our loss is their eternal 
gain. For the past four years the Gospel 
bas been faithfully preached to us by 
Mr. W. Joice (Salhouse) and brethren 
J. D. Hunt, Joseph Poock, and John 
Purling, the last-named being 11, dee.con, 
and lately been instrumental in re
opening the Baptist Chapel at Framing
ham (di1tant from Norwich a.bout four 
miles) in consequence of which he 
recently resigned his office or deacon, 
but !'eta.:-ned his membership with UP, 
Brethren Hunt and Andrews were 
elected to the office of deacons. We feel 
we can say, Thus far our God has led us 
on, and ma.de His gra.oe and mercy 
known.-R. F. 

MAIDSTONE (PROVIDENCE).-Our 
anniversary services of the S11nda.y
school took place on S11nday, the 9th, 
when Mr. T. G. O. Armstrong, of New 
Cross, conducted the services of the day 
to good gatherings, speaking kindly to 
the children, encouragingly to the 
tea.chers. and giving goodly admonition 
to the friend~. On Wednesday following 
a children's tea. was given, when a con
siderable number or friends cheered u• 
with their company. In the evening 
Mr. D. Baker, of Peckham, took the 
chair at a public meeting, who in 
a very interesting and spiritual addre•s 
spoke on "Jacob's ladder." Mr. H. 
Coulson spoke in very timely wordsa.nd 
in a suitable manner to the mothers of 
the scholars. Recitations were given by 
the children and prizes distributed, and 
one very pleasing feature of the evening 
was the presentation of the II Treasury 
of David•• to our esteemed Bible-class 
leader, Mr. G. Brown, who in a very 
feeling manner thanked the teachers 
and friends for such an unlooked-for 
present, which he should much prize. 
As a band of teachers, we thank our 
God for helping UP, and still look to 
Him to make our Sunday-school the 
spiritual birthplace of many. 

STOWMARKET.-The anniversary 
with which was combined the l'ecog
nition of Mr. S. B. Stocker, late or 
Charsfield, was held on Tuesday, Jan. 
14th. A sermon full of evangelical 
truth and replete with wise counsel and 
warning was r,reached in the afternoon 
by pastor ,Jui , of Cambridge, from the 
words, 11 He that bath an ear let him 
hear what the Spirit sa.ith to the 
Churches."' Between eighty and ninety 
sat down to tea. Pastor Jull presided 
at the evening meeting, which was well 
attended. Mr. Strickson, deacon of the 
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Ohnroh, related the leading& of Divine 
Providenoe, whioh resulted in the 
invitation being sent to Mr. Stooker to 
beoome pastor of the Ohnrch. Mr. 
Stooker l\'ave an outline of his conver
sion to God~ his baptism at Maze-pond 
Ohapel, ana the way by which he was 
led into the ministry, Pastor Jull 
delivered a charge snob as only one who 
had learned by experience could have 
uttered. It came to all hearers as a 
message from God. Pastor R. C. 
Bardens referred to the double char
aoter of the meeting as an anniversary 
and reoo(l'nition, and traced the goodness 
of the Divine leading and blessing. 
Pastor Edgerton, of Rattlesden, spoke 
from the words, " By manifestation of 
the truth oommending ourselves to every 
man's conscience in the sight of God.'' 
"For not he that commendeth himseli 
is approved but whom the Lord com
piendeth." Pastor J. Ward, of Laxfield, 
delivered a powerful address upon the 
requirements essential to true pros
perity and snocess, We folt that the 
meeting was pitched in the right key 
under brother Jnll's presidency, and 
that the LoJ:d was there. Brother 
Stocker has had the joy of baptizing 
new converts, a Christian band has been 
formed with forty members, and the 
:iirayer meetings are well maintained, 

CHELMSFORD. 
ON Wedneeday, Jan. 2!1th, the annual 
New Year's tea and meeting of Church 
and congregation was held. After tea. 
a publio meeting was held, presided 
over by Mr. J.W. Cottee, who aocounted 
for the absenoe of our pastor, Mr. 
Boulton, by affliction having suddenly 
entered the home,. laying aside our 
beloved pastor, his wife, and one child. 
A vote of sympathy was conveyed at 
once to him. Mr. Baker, of Braintree, 
gave . an address on "Tliankfnlness,'' 
Mr. Pizzey said Mr, Boulton sent a 
loving message to the meeting, remind
ing us of the "throne of graoe.'' · Mr. 
l'izzey spoke from the words," Ye have 
not been this way heretofore." Mr. 
Chilvers reminded us of the severe 
losses we had sustained during the past 
yeari nine having Qeen oalled from us 
by aeath, the last ·one beinir our 
edteemed brother Beach. Addresses 
were ali!o given by brethren S. Monk, J. 
Lancaster, and D. Monk, all of them 
making sympathetic allusion to our 
dear l'l'_Stor's trial. 

On Wednesday evening, February 5th, 
a. very interesting meeting of old 
scholars of· the Sunday-school was held 
in the sohoolroom, to which the 
deacons; with their wives and present 
teachers, were invited. Between forty 
and fifty· sat down to tea, mana1ed by 
some of the old scholars. This was 
followed by a reunion meeting, pre
si~ed over by ~lr. J, W. Cottee. After 

singing the hymn " Blest be the tie 
that binds,'' Mr. Thoe. Chaplin rPa.d 11, 

Pdalm, and Mr. F. Wbyhrow offered 
prayer. Letters of invita.tion bad been 
sent to old sohola.rs in a.II parts a.nd 
several interesting replies ha.d 'been 
received. A paper entitled "The Old 
Schola.r's Interest" was read by Mr. 
F. J. Hazelton. An addres~ was then 
given by Mr. Pizzey, dee.con and pa-t 
teacher and superintendent. Hd wa., 
carried back to nearly forty years, when 
he commenced Sonday-school work. 
Mr. AU. Knight testified to the good 
work done in this school. He we.a glad to 
have his na.me still in remembrance as 
an old scholar; but even if our names 
are not mentioned here, it will uot 
matter if they appear in the Lamb'd 
Book of Life. Mr. Fred. Whybrow 
recalled pleasant memories of several 
teachers now in glory. The work is of 
God, and reward will come. Mr. J. Moss 
(deputy superintendent) waR then pre
sented with an easy chair and umbrella. 
by eevera.l friends of the chapel and 
~cl).ool in recognition of his service• as 
morning duperintendent, which office 
he has regularly filled for some year~. 
He, in expressing his gratitude for thti 
kindness, made a few appropriate 
remarks. Deep regret was expressed 
throughout the meeting at the un
avoidable absence of our beloved pastor, 
and a vote of sympathy sent. One great 
object of the meeting had been, if 
possible, to encourage the teachers in 
their labours of love by hearing the 
testimony of those who had been 
through the school and derived a 
blessing therefrom, and as letters 
testified to this fa.et, our esteemed 
friends were encouraged. Some spoke 
of hearing then for the first time their 
names mentioned as having been need 
by the Lord. There was a united 
feeling throughout the whole evening 
as we clasped the hands of those almost 
forgotten. After singinir the _hymn, 
"God be with yon till we meet again," 
followed by the Benediction, we were 
again separated, bot pleasant memories 
linger still. 

DOVER (PENTSIDE).-We have been 
for some time without a pastor, and are 
waiting patiently on the Lord to send 
us an under shepherd. There is a large 
field of labour in Dover. The population 
is about 45,000, and is on the increase; 
and Pentside is the only Particular 
Bl\ptist Cause in the town. We aro 
thankful to the Lord for sendin~ good 
supplies-men of truth and faithful
ness. On January 22nd we held our 
Sunday-school New Year tea-meeting, 
and the distribution of prizes to tLe 
scholars. Tea was on the tables in the 
schoolroom at 5.30. After the little 
ones had partaken of the excellent tea 
the even10g meeting was held. The 
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oha.ir wa.s ta.ken by J. Soott. E~q. (in 
thea.bsenoe of J. L. Bradley, E,q., J.P.). 
Brother Hughes offered prayer. The 
children ea.ng epeoia.l tunes, a.nd 
rendered good reoita.tions. Mr. Pierce 
gave a valuable addre•s on Jesus Christ 
as a Guide. A. K. Knott, Esq. (our 
Dover Chief of Police) irave a most 
thrilling account of the effect of home 
tea.ohing; the duty of parents to tea.oh. 
love, and pray before their children at 
home; the terrible effect of being oare
leso, and wh&t be saw every day in the 
different Courts of Law through the 
c:i.relessness of parents was enough to 
make anyone cry to the Lord for mercy 
11.nd forgiveness to ma.ny pa.rents. 011r 
thanks are due to brother Knott for his 
kindness in coming to help our little 
Sunday-,chool. The musical tr11.ining 
of the children was by T. 0. Drury: 
and our school organist, Mias Husk, did 
her put well. The secretary read the 
repo,t. We have incre'l.sed 18 during 
the year. The treasurer said the school 
funds were in a prosperous state, and 
we have a splendid staff of teachers. 
After that the chairman gave a very 
interesting address on "Dover: its 
Coat-of-Arms, and Patron Saint (St. 
Martin)," who went to tell his friends 
the wonderful name of Jesus ; and the 
lesson to the children was, to go and be 
little missionaries and spread the name 
of Jesus in every part of the town. 
Prizes were given to the children; and 
~r. A. C. K. Hoghin gave 11. recite,tion, 
entitled "Good Night." The meeting 
was closed with the Benediction. This 
meeting was one of the best we have 
had for many yearP, and we tender onr 
best tha.nks to the kind friend6 who 
helped us, a.nd especia.lly to brother 
Scott, and to J. Broa.dley, Esq., who 
ha.s sent us leaflets for the Children for 
ma.ny yea.rs.-R. J, HUGHES, Su1Jerin
tendent. 

LAX FIELD. 
THE annna.l Sunday-school teachers' 
meeting wa.s held in the chapel on 
Wednesday, Ja.n. 16th. These ga.ther
ings indicate the sa.cred union which 
exists between the pastor, tea.chers, and 
s11perintendent. 

The children met in the a.fternoon, 
each child receiving a usefnl article of 
clothing as well as an orange and a bun. 
Many of the members of the Church 
and congregation, and numerous friends 
from the surrounding district, as
sembled at 5.30 and partook of tea, the 
teachers presiding at the table, Mias 
Read a.bly superintending the pro
vision depa.rtment. 

At the public meeting the beloved 
pastor occupied tbecba.ir. This was bis 
tenth yea.r of being chairman, for 
which he thanked God and took 
courage. After rea.ding Paa. lxxviii. he 

o&lled upon Mr. Frost, superintendt>nt of 
the Sunday-school at Fressin!lfteld, to 
offer prayer. The chairman then !{&Ve 
an excellent address fall of grao1oue 
counsel and enoouragement to the 
teachers and parents. 

The secretary, Mr. W. Goldspink, read 
a bright and oheerin1r reporb, The Lord 
had been mindful of them. They had 
muoh to be thankful for-the number 
of oh ildren in the eobool, their regular 
attendance, and the whole-hearted con
secration of the superintendent and 
teaobers for the spiritual welfare of the 
children. The number of children, 165 ; 
teachers, 21. The number of m~rke 
made by the children amounting in 
money value for them was :£4 103. 
The amount collected for missionary 
purposes was :£1 17a. 6d. Miss Read and 
Mrs. Seaman gave lOa. towards the 
school fund. 

Mr. Allum, the honoured super
intendent, thanked God he had oocupied 
his present position for ten years, 
althoagh Eometimes wea.rv in the work 
yet not of the work. He was truly 
gr&teful tor such a faithful band of 
lovinl!' teachers. Dnring his ten years 
of office no unkind word bad been 
spoken and no ill-feeling had existed. 
He hoped that during the coming year 
the Lord would continue to bless them. 

THE PRESENTATIONS. 
The pastor presented to Mr. Allum, in 

the name of the te"ohers and friends, a 
Silver watch and Chain, with an Illu
minated Address, as a token of the high 
esteem and deep affection in which hA 
was held. The people listened with 
riveted attention to the pastor's loving 
address. These unexpected gifts so 
surprised the receiver that words failed 
him to express the great gratitude be 
felt for such a proof of their love 
towards him. He thanked all the sub
scribers with all his heart. Mrs. Allum 
was not foriotten, and was presented 
pri,ately with a beautiful Silver Tea
pot. 

Mr. E. Goldspink had taken a large
hearted interest in these presentations. 

On the following Sunday Miss Gold
spink was presented with a handsome 
Bible by the members of her Bible
class. 

Mr. Knell gave a brief address, 
followed by Mr. Warren (teaober), who 
earnestly exhorted the teachers to be 
faithful in the important position they 
occupied. · 

Mr. London, of Brioett, who attended 
the meetings en behalf of Mr. E. 
Gowing, who was net well enough to 
be present, received a hearty welcome, 
and gave an interesting address, 

Mr. Hawes, superintendent of. the 
Horham Sunday-school, dwelt upon the 
love existing amongst them, Love was 
the mainspring of usefulness-the 
sacred bond of union, The epeoial 
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word he had waP, "All things have be
oome new." By, tlirough, and in Christ 
we have a new life, new desires and 
motive~, new objeots of interest, new 
oooupatlon, and at last a new and 
eternal home with ChriEt. 

Mr. Butoher, of Stradbrook, in his 
very thoughtful remarks, referred to 
the grand and noble work in whioh the 
teaohers were engaged for Christ: a 
work requiring muoh prayerful study 
of the Word and devout determination 
for the good of the ohildren and the 
glory of God; the only leseon book they 
needed was the precious Word of God, 

ALBERT KNELL, 
Laxfleld. 

BOW (MOUNT ZION).-The pastor's 
anniversary was held Lord's-day, 19th 
Oct. 1901, and Tnesday 21st, when our 
brother J. M. Rundell, of the Surrey 
Tabernaole preached a glorious dis
course. He extoled the God of grace, 
and tht" safety of the people of God and 
their oneness with Jesus Christ, to an 
attentive congregation, and many said 
it was good to be there. Our brother 
was very happy in the defence and 
declaration of the Gospel of the grace 
of God. On Jan.19, and 22, 1902, the23rd 
anniversary of the opening of the chapel 
was celebrated. The Lord having laid His 
afflicting hand on brother T. Bradbury, 
brother J, M. Rundell, of the Snrrey 
Tabernacle, came up riohly laden with 
heavenly fruit: sober, solid, substantial 
thiugd to the glory of God, comfort of 
Zion, and confusion of Satan, To God 
be all the praise for a few decided 
valiant men rf Israel still on the walls 
of Zion in these days of decline. We 
could sing, " All hail the power of Jesus' 
name," thanked God and took courage. 
-W . .Ii. LEE, pastor. 

BRIGHTON (SALEM, BOND•STREET)· 
-1'he seventh anniversary of the pastor, 
Mr. F. Shaw, was held on Jan. 29th, 
Our beloved brother, pHtor E. Mitchell, 
preached a heart-cheering discourse 
from the words," For sin shall not have 
dominion overyou: foryeare not under 
the law, but under grace" (Rom.vi.14), 
it proved to be a time of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord to the 
large and appreoiative audience 
gathered together. Tea was provided in 
the sohoolroom at which a goodly 
number sat down. The publio meeting 
in the evening was presided over by the 
pastor, and was commenced with the 
singing of hymn, "Kindred in Christ" 
&o. After the reading of Psalm lxvii. 
brother Ga1·dner led us to the throne of 
grace, the president gave a brief 
reaunie of his seven years' ministry 
among us, stating that it was also the 
completion of forty years of his minis
terial labours. Warm, hearty, and 
encouraging addresses were given by 

brethren Jarvis, Mitchell, and Gardner. 
Mr. Locas, the treasurer, followed with 
a statement of the financial position for 
the P.ast year, which was altogether 
gratifying, and called for gratitude and 
praise t_o the Giver of all good. The 
ooronat1on anthem having been sung 
the benediction brought to a close th~ 
most successful anniversary held since 
the advent of Mr. Shaw among ns.
D, R. S. 

ST. NEOTS, NEW-STREET. 
OWING to illness, deathP, and other 
causes, the year 1901 has been to many 
a trying year. On the last Lord's-day 
evening after the usual service a ehort, 
earnest, prayer-meeting was held. It 
was good to be there. 

On the Wednesday evening, the first 
evening of the New Year, another 
special prayer-meeting was held, which 
was well attended. At the close of this 
service, brother Barnard (deacon), in 
the name of the Church and friends, 
again asked the pastor's acceptance of 
a New· Year's gift, and remarked that 
he was glad to be able to say that the 
gift was more than it was last year ; 
thus, he thought, showing that the 
pastor dwelt in the people's affectionP. 
The pastor, who was quite surprised, 
thanked the friends and said how much 
he longed, laboured, and prayed for the 
good of souls, and the prosperity of the 
Lord's cause. •rhe total amonnt pre
sented was £7 7s. 6d. 

On Jan. 21st, the usual New Year's 
tea and public meeting was held, when 
a goodly number were present to the 
tea, and the lecture room was quite full 
at the meeting. Brother Forscutt 
(treasurer), presented the balance sheet 
of the various funds, which although 
sq_owing a deficiency, was not nearly so 
bad as last year's accounts. Brother 
Barnard also addressed the meetinir, 
and altogether it was felt to be a good 
time. 

On Jan. 27th, a pastors' conference 
was held (Hunts and Cambs Strict 
Baptist Pastors) with a public meeting 
in the evening. Excellent addresses 
were g_iven by brethren J nil, Northfield, 
and Newton, pastor J. Hazelton pre
siding. Brethren Peters, Throssell, and 
Winch, were also present. The meeting 
conoluded by singing, "All hail the 
power" &o. 

STAINES. - Sunday-school anniver
sary services oommenoed on Sonday, 
Jan.19th. Mr. Sooones (a member of 
the Watford Tabernacle), preached 
suitable sermons morning and evenins;. 
In the afternoon, Mr. Scoones and Mr. 
Burrage addressed an attentive audience 
of children and parents. There were 
several recitations and hymns by the 
soholars. On Thursday, Jan. 23rd, the 
services were resumed, Mr. R. E. Sears 
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preaohed a remarkably interesting 
sermon from the words of the Lord 
Jesus to Peter, '' Lovest thou Me?" It 
was very searohing, yet enoouragin!f. 
Hi~ visit was muoh appreciated. An 
adJournment was then made to the 
schoolroom for tea: a large number were 
p_resent. Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong pre
sided at the evening meeting. After 
reading the Scriptures, Mr. Neave 
engaged in prayer. Mr. Holden, our 
esteemed secretary, was oalled upon to 
read the report, which contained a 
great deal in few words. No increase 
of scholars, nor any additions to the 
Church from the sohool, yet the 
teachers are hopeful for the future ; the 
Missionary Society had been well 
supported through the year; a collec• 
tion made for the Stockwell Orphanage; 
collections on the death of two scholars 
to assist the parents in their time of 
bereavement; the Band of Hope in
creasing in numbers. Addresses were 
given by Messrs. A. Jeff~. J. Cowdrey, 
and Joseph McKee. Each address was 
delivered in ea.rnest and encouraging 
words. The attends.nee, singing, and 
collections a.t ea.eh service, was most 
cheering,-better tha.n for some years 
pa.et. Mr. McKee, the superintendent, 
thanked the chairma.n and speakers, 
Mr. Holden, the conductor of the choir, 
Miss Nash, for presiding at the organ, 
friends who had encouraged us by their 
presence, and the Father of all mercies 
for bringinl!' this anniversary to such a 
successful close. 

STONEHOUSE.-The first anniver
sary was hela on Lord's-day, January 
29th. The services were largely at
tended. Mr. Corneliue GriflithP, from 
Cardiff, occupied the pulpit. Morning 
text : 1 Cor. ii. 1, 2. The contents, the 
sirnpliaity, and the all-s1~fficiency of the 
Gospel was the theme of the sermon. 
In the evening Mr. Griffiths spoke from 
the Epistle of Paul to Phile:non, dwell
ing especially on the profitableness of 
the Gospel as it arrested the attention 
of the sinner, changed the heart, and 
lifted him to a higher position in life. 
-On the following Thursday afternoon 
J)astor E. Marsh preached to a large 
congregation. This was followed by 
tea, to which about 120 sa.t down. At 
7 o'clock the hall was crowded for the 
public meeting G. M. Carlile, l!lsq., of 
Clitton, presided, supported by Mr. J. 
Evans, W. E. Frost, S. J. Ford, Cornelius 
Griffiths. T. R. Lewis (pastor elect), S. 
Iles, and E. Marsh. Goepel addresses 
full of evangelical truth were delivered; 
special hymn-sheets were provided ; 
and the services were most stimulating 
throughout. Mr. W. T. Niblett sub• 
mitted the report for the past year, and 
said: " They had met together that 
evening on the first anniversary of the 
first B!!.ptist Church in Stonehouse. 

They commenced their labours on Jan. 
27th, lJOl, Mr. C. Griffiths oonduoting 
the services. There were but few people 
gathered together in the fear of God, 
hoping by His aid to establish a ~ew 
Testament Church. This had been ao
oomplished, and although at the first 
Communion servioe there were only 
five-to-day the Churoh membership 
numbered twenty. Some of the dear 
friend~ had been 011t of fellowship for 
many years." Mr. Niblett said he hoped 
the day was not far distant when the 
words, "Arise and build " would be 
uttered. Until then they would remain 
in the place where they started, They 
wanted to be united with other·denomi• 
nations, but they could not saorifioe 
their prinoiples for unity, Mr. Niblett 
then handed to the pastor eleot a Bible 
for the pulpit, the gift of Mr. and Mr~. 
E. Niblett, of London; als.o a large 
Hymn-book, the gift of the sisters in 
the Bible Class and congregation. 
Letters of apology were read from 
several Nonconformist ministers.
E;ctractedfrot1i Looal News. 

[NOTE.-A very full acoonnt of these 
services can be seen in the Stroud News 
and f:ilouceater County Ad'llertiser for 
January 31st. We can but rejoioe with 
brother and sister Niblett in the bless
ing of the Lord on their labours, 
rendered under much opposition to the 
truth. .Mr. Lewis is supplying for 
three months with a view to the 
pastorate. The little Church is small, 
but united. Friends are kindly helping 
them, and should our readers feel dis
poEed to join in this worthy and mnoh
needed help let them communicate with 
Mr. W. T. Niblett, Merton Lodge, 
Stonehouse, who will be glad to furnish 
full particulars of the rise and progress 
of the Cause, and thankfnlly acknow• 
ledge any contribution Eent for their 
aid.-E. MARSH.} 

READING (PROVIDENCE, OXFORD· 
BTREET).-Sunday-school anniversary 
services were held on January 19th, 
when sermons were preached by .Mr. 
James Martin (Lewisham). On the 
22nd the parents and scholars were 
entertained to tea, followed by a 
public meeting, presided over by Mr. T. 
G. C. Armstrong (New Cross). Recita
tions were given by the ohildren, inter
spersed with singing by the choir; and 
the rewards were distributed by the 
chairman. 

NEW CROSS.-On January 29th the 
parents and scholars were entertained 
to supper by the teaohers, about 100 
being present. A short service preceded 
it, presided over by Mr. T. G. O. 
Armstrong, superintendent (in the 
absence of pastur Thomas Jones through 
indisposition); and addresses were 
given by Messrs. •r. J. Catchpole, J. 
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Do~niD;g, W. J. Nash1 and J. D. Taylor. 
Re01tat1ons were given by Miss E. 
Webley, Nellie and Oscar Dixon, and 
others. 

UNITED PROTESTANT 
DEMONSTRATION. 

THE Protestant Demonstration held at 
the Royal Albert Hall, London 'on Feb 
4th, was in every way a great suJcess. W; 
were glad to notice that the Calvini9tic 
Protestant Union-whose Secretary, Mr, 
Catt, took so much interest in the 
afrangements-was well represented. 
Nonconformist Ministers of all denomi
!)ations united on the platform, and 
mcluded representatives of some of 
our Strict Baptist Churches. Viscount 
Midleton in an excellent address gave 
a good tone to the meeting, which was 
kept. up throughout the proceedings. 
The three resolutions that follow were 
unanimously and enthusiastically 
passed:-

1. That the steady growth of the Mass 
and the Confessional within the 
Church of England is mainly due 
to the abuse of patronage by the 
Government and by the Episco
pate, and especially to the action 
of certain of the Bishops who.seek 
to substitute their own personal 
rulings for the ascertained and 
well-known law· of the land as 
laid down by the King's judge~. 

2. That loyalty to the free constitu
tion of Great Britain renders it 
n~edfnl that the Sovereign should 
g1ye a personal pledge of his 
reJection of the distinctive errors 
of the Church of Rome. 

This meeting therefore pledges 
itself to resist any attempt to 
tamper with or in any way 
weaken the plain meaning of the 
Royal Declaration; recognising, 
as it does, that the Revolution of 
1688, to which we owe the existing 
Declaration, was the natural 
sequel to the Reformation of the 
16th century, and forms at once 

. its complement and its safeguard. 

"0 God, our help in a.geB past;• 

led by the m1wnificent organ, string 
band,. and choir_. The stirring effect 
of this y~s~ audience of ten thousand 
people1 Joinmg heart and soul in sing
ing this hymn will long be remembered 
by those who were privileged to be 
present. 

PEC~HA,M (NUNHEAD GREEN).
T)le wrnter s te11, to the scholars was 
given on February 4th, when about 200 
were present. In the evening the 
pastor, Mr. J. Debnam, presided; and a 
lantern lecture was given by Mr. T. G. 
C. Armstrong on "Mission Life in 
India," and a collection taken on be
half of the South Indian Strict Baptist 
Mission. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELIM). - Our New 
Year's tea and social meeting was held 
on Thursday,Jan. 9th. A goodly number 
were preeent, and a happy evening was 
spent in. the exercise of praise, prayer, 
and tes~1mony. The pastor presided, 
and d!lrrng the evening presented the 
orgamst and leader of singing, Mr. and 
¥re. Blackman, with a purse contain
mg £4 _as a token of the appreciation of 
many ID the Church and congregation 
of their se;1v~cee. Monday, Jan. 13th, 
the As~o01at1on prayer-meeting was 
also a time to be remembered, both for 
numbers present, earnest fervent 
petitions offered by nine brethren. anc 
excellent addresses by brethren Clark 
and Parnell. Services in commemora
tion of the 32nd anniversary of the 
formation of the Church were held on 
Lord's-day, Jan. 26th, when a eermon 
was preached in the morning by Mr. 
Church, of Homerton Row, and in the 
evening by the pastor, F. C. Holden. 
On the following Tuesday, brother 
Janee, of New Cross, was the afternoon 
preacher, when those present listened 
to a good Gospel sermon from Ephes. i. 
3. .Mr. Catchpole kindly presided over 
the evening meeting, which was 
addressed by brethren Cornwell, Jonee, 
Marsh, Othen, and White, and manv 
felt it good to be there. "Ebenezer_;, 
Hitherto the Lord bath helped. To 
Him be all the glory. 

3. That the inaction of successive 
Governments in allowing the 
open violation of the law which 
expressly provided for the ex-
clusion of Monks· and Jesuits BRAINTREE (SALEM).-On Jan. lst, 
from residing in this country, 1902, was held the usual annual New 
and in refusing to provide for Year's tea and meeting. There were 
the impartial inspection of more present than has been for many 
Nunneries, is unstatesmanlike, years. The evening meeting opened 
seeing that the experience of all with singing, reading, and prayer, after 
civilised countries has shewn which the pastor spoke from the words, 
that the existence in any country "Be thankful unto Him" (Psa. c. 1), 
of such communities is pernicious and said how many things the Church 
to society and a danger to all and congregation had to be thankful 
good government. for: not only for a free salvation 

The meeting was commenced with through grace, but for preserving 
prayer, and the singing of the well- mercies, the increase of congregation, 
known hymn, I the increase of Ghnroh members, the 
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liberal oontributions given ee.oh Lord's
de.y, and for many other mercies. Short 
addresses were then given by the senior 
dee.con, brother Spea.rman, followed 
by brethren Collard, Last. Potter, 
Wakefield, and brother Dowsett, of 
Witha.m. Singing and pra.yer brought 
a very profitable meeting to a close. 
May Gort help us to be thankful, watch
ful, and prayerful, is the sincere desire 
of-INTERESTED. 

GLEMSFORD (EBENEZER), - The 
annual tea l!"iven by Mr. 0, W. Clarke, 
superintendent of the Sunday-school, 
was held on Jan. 2l•t, when between 50 
and 60 of our friends and teachers were 
entertained. After tea severe.I addresses 
were given, and various hymns sung. 
The p•stor read. and hrother Polley led 
us in prayer. Mr. 0. W. Clarke Fpoke of 
his pleasure in meeting on another 
occ:i.sion like thiP, and hoped that all 
connected mil!"ht go on aA peaceable 
throughout another year as bad been in 
tte past. The pastor then gave an 
address from Jobn xxi. 12. Mr. D. 
Copsey, teacher, spoke on the work con
nected with Sunday-schools. Brethren 
Sore, Middleditch, and our afflicted 
brother, John Twinn, testified in ma.ny 
ways to the Lord's goodness towards UP. 
After partaking of the frnits of God's 
providence, which were plentifully 
supplied, the pastor ea.id he was pleased 
to meet with brother Polley, pastor
elect, of Halstead, and prayed that he 
might be blessed i:::. his labours there. 
Mr. Polley suitably responded, and 
heartily invited all present to Halstead, 
on Easter Monday, to his recognition 
services. A. vote of thanks having been 
accorded to Mr. a.n-:i Mrs. Clarke for 
their continued kindness, the meeting 
closed by sinl!"ing and prayer. On Tues
day, Jan. 28th, the pastor's Bible-class 
held their quarterly tea-meeting; a 
happy evening was spent. After read
ing and prayer. several recitations and 
addresses were given, including a. pa.per 
by brother S. W. Bigg, the subject being 
"Prayer." The quarterly accounts show 
a. good balance on the right side. The 
meeting closed by singing, "Blest be 
the tie that binds."-A. M. 

STONHAM PARVA (BETHEL). -
New Year's meeting held Jan. 6th. 
After tea, the pastor presided, brother 
Moye, senr., prayed, and our hearts 
rejoiced in the answers to our nnited 
supplica.tions. The pastor was supported 
hy his late beloved pastor, Mr. 8. 
Haddock. It was Mr. Haddock's first 
visit since Mr. Ling settled a.moni us. 
He spoke of their united labour in the 
service of the Lord for upwards of 
twenty years. The "signs following" 
prove the Lord has sent Mr. Ling 
,.mongst UI!. Mr. Haddock spoke from 
1 Sam. vii. 12, and Paa.. xxxi. 15. Our 

seoreta.ry presented the yea.r's report. 
Our pa.stor had been susta.ined. The 
word was a. living power in our mldat, 
Our pra.yer-meetings refreshinl!", We 
ha.ve joined the Sufl'olk and Norfolk 
Aasooia.tion, and are lookinR" forward in 
hope. Brother Boa.mes, junr., presented 
the incidental report, which was cheer
ing. We a.re makinit a. specia.l effort to 
obt,in an organ. Mr. Ha.ddock pre
sented the pastor with the New Year's 
gift from theChurch and congregation, 
which a.mounted to .Sl 12s. Our raster 
responded, heartily tha.nking al who 
had contributed to the same. The bene
diction closed our third New Year's 
meeting.-ONE WHO w AS THEBl!l. 

LONDON STRICT BAPTIST MINIS-
TERS' ASSOCIA'rION. 

THE New Year's meeting on behalf of 
the Benevolent Fund of the above was 
held at Little Alie-street on Jan. 10th. 
Mr. R. E. Sea.re presided, reading Psalms 
cxxxiii. and Cl[l[Xiv. Brother Mobbs 
prayed. 

A vote of condolence to the widow 
and family of the late Mr. John Box 
was moved by brother Belcher, seconded 
by brother Waller. and carried. 

The Benevolent Fund seoreta.ry, Mr. 
S. J. Taylor, briefly reported the general 
and financial state of the fund, and read 
numerous letters of apology for ab
sence from pa.store, ministers and 
deacons. 

The general secretary, Mr. S. Banks, 
also ma.de a sta.temen t respecting the 
Association, especially referring to the 
admission into its ranks recently of 
many pastors, amongst them being 
brethren Mitchell, Mutimer, Hutchin
son, Guy, West, Fells, &o. 

The addressee which followed were 
spiritually refreshing: brother Seara on 
"What think ;re of Christ 7" brother 
Mitchell on "Paul's glorying in the 
Gospel of Christ," and brother Hutchin
son on ';The importa.nce of preaching 
the Gospel in the full proportion of 
tmth as la.id down in the Word of 
God."' 

The collection was good (£3 0s. 4d ), 
whioh, added to the responses of the 
Churches to the Christmas appeal, 
enables the fund in the future to 
minister material help to the poor, 
aged, and afflicted brethren in our 
midst. S. J, TAYLOR. 

BEXLEY HEATH (OLD BAPTIST 
CHAPEL}.-The annual meeting in con
nection with the Building Fund was 
held on Wednesday, February 12th. In 
the afternoon a. sermon was preached 
by Mr. Chilvers. A good company sat 
down to tea. In the eYening a public 
meeting was held, presided over by Mr. 
A. J. Franklin (in the absence of Mr. 
Piggott, through illness). The report 
read by the secretary, llfr. R. Lane, was 
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very enoouraging, Between six and 
eeven yeara ago a fund was started or a 
penny a week1 in order to purohase the 
ohapel and put It in repair. The work 
was proceeded with, involving an ex
penditure of £700, and the friends had 
worked right nobly ever since, eo that 
the debt wae now ooncentrated in one 
source-viz., £250 to Aseooiation, free 
of interest,. and of this sum the first 
repayment of £6 5s. had been made. 
The oollections on Sunday 1md Wednes
day amounted to £10, and £40 was 
promised by next annual meeting. 
Encouraging addresses were delivered 
by brethren E. White (of Woolwioh), C. 
West (of Erith), W. Tooke (of Eltham), 
and E.W. Flegg, pastor, and we left the 
sanctuary with the feeling within-

" We'll praise Him for all that is past, 
And trust Him for all that's to come." 

-E.W.F. 

THAME. 
ON Thursday, January 30th, eervices of 
a very interesting chuacter were held 
in oonneotion with the Cause at Thame, 
the ocoasion being the settlement, as 
p:istor, of Mr. W. Chambers. 

In the afternoon pastor J.E. Flegg, 
of Wandsworth Common, preached from 
Acts ii. 47, 

At te". the Council Chamber of the 
Town H~ll was filled to overflowing. 
An interesting incident while here was 
the moving of a resolution in a warm
hearted speech by the Congregational 
minister of a resolution welcoming Mr. 
Chambers to Thame. This was seconded 
by a friend from another N oncon
formiet Church, and very heartily 
carried, 

At the evening meeting Mr. Read, of 
Aylesbury, ocoupied the chair, and after 
the singing of a hymn and prayer by 
pastor W. Chisnall, he expressed hi~ 
pleasure at being present to rejoice 
with the Churoh for whom, and the 
pastor, he desired much blessing. 

The brethren had each a subject 
allotted, and were helped to speak 
worde of good cheer and instruction 
therefrom, 

Pastor Marling, of High Wycombe, 
had for his subject "The Pastor's 
Need," The one great need, he said, 
was the Holy Ghost. He noticed par
ticularly the following points: "Con
secration," "Familiarity with the Word 
of God," and "Frequent intercourse of 
God." 

Pastor W. Chisnall, of Guildford (an 
old friend of the Cause here) spoke 
wisely and well upon "The Pastor's 
Ministry," 

Mr. W. G. Chambers, son of the 
newly-ohosen pastor, then delivered a 
very thoughtful address on "The 
Nature of a Gospel Churoh," basing his 
observations npon the the words," This 

people have I formed for Myself. they 
shall shew forth My prlliee." ' 

This wall fo!Iowe'd by a statement 
from the paetor of hi~ doctrinal be\ ief 
in'which he epeoially emphasised" th~ 
Book of God " and "the Blood of 
Christ," 

'l'he writer then spoke arterw,uds on 
"The Pastor in his relation to the 
Church and Congregation,'' an,1 pastor 
Witton, of Aylesbury, ga'l'e a very 
telling address on "The Church and 
Congregation in its relation to the 
Pastor," 

We hope there are m,.ny happy days 
in store for the Church at Thame. 

J, E.F. 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S MISSIONARY 
CONFERENCE, 

AT Chadwell-street Chapel, on Tnes-:lay 
evening, February 18th, was held a 
conferenJe of young people, for the 
discussion of Mission matters from their 
own standpoint, The attendance was 
not only numerous, but represenhtive. 
Our thoul!'htful young brethren and 
sisters in Christ showed plea.sin!!' proof 
of a growing interest in their Mission. 
Our provincial friends, too, gave ex
press10n to a similar feeling by sending 
a telegram from Guildford (brother 
Chisnall's) stating their intention to 
hold a similar meeting, that simul
taneously with their London "fellow 
heirs" they might gather round the 
throne of grace, and meet for mutual 
edification and help in their Lord's 
work among those "others" which He 
"must bring" from Indfa as well as 
elsewhere. 

At Chad well-street our Vice-president, 
brother R. E. Sears, occupied the chair ; 
pastor Mitchell being at bis side, 

The chairman gave a short address. 
He referred to the fact that we a.re 
united to each other and to our brother 
Booth, who some said was going too 
fast, but to whom the speaker would 
say, " Go forward, and we will be.ck 
you up," 

Good suggestive addresses were given 
by Mr.W.S. Baker, Mr.Abbott, Brethren 
Dawson ( Eltborne - road), Burrage 
(Watford), Ohambers (Wood Green), 
C. Tomer (Wood Green), F. T. Bartlett 
(Hill-street), E W. Thomas (Dacre 
Park), Webb (Gurney-road), Kelly 
(Clapham Junction), Brett (Homerton 
Row), John Sears, Dann, Keplin 
(Homerton), Webb (Chadwell-street), 
H. Nunn (Chadwell-street), and C. C. 
Harris (Hill-street). 

The Chairman hoped we should see 
the formation of native Churches, He 
would gladly know of a young man 
who was doing hie best to prepare him
self for the work. We are anxious to 
have the right man. Pastor Mitchell 
gave us a few kind words, and was glad 
to see the conference in this place, The 
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Corre~pond ing ~ecretary proposed a vote 
of th1rnke to the Church f9r the use of 
the chapel. Brother Marsh seconded, 

The Chairman oloeed with a few 
words, and said he was delighted with 
the conference. Almost hie last words 
were,•· Don't forget the boxe~." 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 

THE inmates of the Camberwell Asylum 
have rec1mtly assembled at the usual 
Winter Tea provided by the Committee. 
A large number of friends found much 
pleasure in this opportunity for 
Christian intercourse, and the heart of 
many an agetl pilgrim was cheered.and 
comforted. For 48 years this annual 
gathering has been maintained. 

* * * A meeting, presided over hv Mr. G. 
Creasey, followed the tea, when 
,uldresseR were given by Messrs. Dolbey, 
Parks, Savage, Rundell, T. Carr, M. 
Rogers, Green, Boulden, and other 
friends. Forty-two of the pensioners 
dwell in this peaceful habitation, the 
oldest of the Society's Homes, and one 
which is fragrant with the memories 
of eminent servants of God, now in 
glory. 

* * * The senior Lady Visitor of the 
Camberwell Asylum, Miss Ann Carr, 
has passed away, at the ripe age of 76. 
For 40 years she had faithfully served 
the Institution, and devoted unceasing 
attention to the welfare of the Lord's 
aged poor. By her clear judgment, 
organising power and gracious spirit, 
qhe rendered invaluable service, and her 
loss will be greatly felt. 

* * * The Society's financial year will close 
on the 31st instant, and remittances 
should reach the office about a week 
before that date. It is hoped that the 
past twelve months will shew an 
arlvance in many branches of receipts. 
This is urgently necessary, having in 
view the rapid increa.se of expenditure 
in pensions. 

* * * Two extracts from letters recently 
received will testify to the value of the 
work :-" I write on beha.lf of my 
mother to acknowledge the regular 
receipt of the pension, which is always 
most gratefully accepted, and is the 
means of much temporal comfort and 
help to her in her weakly health 
and declining days. We feel that we 
have great cause for praise, because of 
the gracious, tender care of our good 
Heavenly father in providing for our 
needs, and althougb. some of the 
chapters in life's experience have been 
dark and trying, yet we feel that the 

testing times are seasons of learning to 
lean more fully on Him who has eald, 
' I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee.' ,. ,. 

* "I am, at seventy-threia years of alfe, 
fairly well in health, and have not had 
to remain at home one Lord's-day 
during the winter. I remember going 
to the same place of worship over 
seventy yeara and living in the same 
house from two yea\'s of age. Although 
T have seen much of the world since my 
dear husband died, I have still been 
enabled to keep my home. I ofte'll 
wonder what I should have done with
out the Society's help." 

SA.RA.H ANDERSON, 
the beloved wife . of . Thoma.a Anderson 
(de1Lcon iLt Nunhead Green) pa•sed away 
pea.cefully, but somewhat suddenly, on 
Satu\'day, February 8th, 1902. For many 
vearR she sat under the ministry of the late 
Ml'. James Wells with much profit, both at 
1,he Borough-road and Surrey Taberna.cle, 
Through change of residence she and her 
husband subsequently joined the Church at 
Nuuhea.d Green. Indifferent health for a 
lengthy period prevented her att,ending the 
house of God, which caused her deep regret. 
About three years since she had a stroke of 
paralysis, from which she seemed ·to make 
a fair recovery. It was only the day prior 
to her death that she complained of feeling 
very ill, aud expressed her desire that the 
membP.rs of her family should be advised. 
From the time of her paralysis there was a 
quiet resip:nation to her aflliction marked by 
all around her. She found much Ppiritual 
consolation in reading her Bible and hymn
book. as well as from the sermons she had 
read to her from time to time. A verse of one 
of Topla.dy's hymns was especially com
forting, and she would often quot.e it:-

" My name from the palms of His hands 
Eternity will not era~e : 

Impressed on His heart it remains, 
In marks of indelible irrace. 

Yes I I to the end shall endure 
As sure as the earnest is given; 

More happy, but not more secure, 
The glorified spirits in heaven." 

She was interred at Nnnhead Cemetery on 
Thursday, February 13th, and a memorial 
service wa• held at Nnnhead Green Chapel 
on the following Sunday evening, The 
pastor. Mr. Joseph R. Debnam. addressed a 
few kindly words of sympathy to the 
members of the family, and prea.ched au 
earnest and hopeful sermon from Heb. iv. 9, 
"There remaineth therefore a rest to the 
people of God." 

MISS ANN CA.RR. 
ON January 28th, 1902. after an illness of 
only a few hours, t.he Lord was pleased to 
take to HimeeU our beloved sister, at the 
age of 76 years. From information we are 
privileged to receive, when comparatively 
young in years, she was, through the gra.cious 
operation of the Holy Ghost, led to see her
self a sinner, and being ignorant of God's 
way of justifying the ungodly she sought 
to obtain iustlflcatlon, as it were, by the 
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works of the le.w, hat instead or obtaining 
that whloh she sought, to nse her own 
le.ngne.11e, "I found I grew de.Uy worse a.ad 
worse;" and with this knowledge of ainrul 
seH the Holy Ghost revealed to he.r the 
liollne11 of the le.w of God, and that whoao
ever offended In one point wns guilty of the 
whole, s11 that she wiu nearly driven to 
distraction. In the gracious lee.ding• of our 
loving Lord the dear departed one, with her 
honoured father a.ad mother, were direcrted 
to the old Surrey Tabernacle In the Borough
ron.d, where the Word of God we.a so r.titb
fully preached by l,be le.t,e Mr. Jame• Wells, 
a.ad throu11h his Instrumentality oor dear 
sister obtained that which she we.• seeking : 
pardon and Justification. through the blood 
and rilrhteousnees of her L'lrd and Saviour 
Jesus Christ; and in lovin1rohedience to her 
Divine Lord, on 111:A.y 14th, 185i, shA was led 
through the baptismal waters. For nearly 
forty-eight vears our sister was a very 
devoted and honoorable member of the 
Church. She was a. lover of the free-grace 
Goepel as proclaimed by the present pastor, 
Mr. 0. 8. Dolbey, and h"s borne l!'l'aciou• 
testimony mo.ny times of how the Word of 
God e.• proclaimed by him has been blessed 
to h~r Aoul. For aome time past our be
loved sister had been much a.lftictAd in 
body, but she loved the habitation of God's 
honse, and was seldom absent The departed 
one for a. great many vea.rs was connected 
with the Royal Blind Pension Society, and 
took a deep' interest in that Institution; 
and for about forty-five years she was a 
mr,st energetic worker on the Aged Pilgrims' 
Friend Society, and the Lord's poor and 
needy ones were sure to get a kind and 
loving word from her. and whenever the 
old t>ilgrims at the Ca.mberwell Asylum 
needed a. word of counsel our dear sister, 
Miss Carr, was sought. and not in vain. Bnt 
her course is finished, and the eternal rest 
bas been entered. We mourn our loss, but 
rejoice in her eternal gain. 11.nd pray that the 
Lord may yet. If it be His will, raise up 
another Miss Carr. who shall spend and be 
spent in His service. Her remains were 
interred in Norwood Cemetery on Febrnary 
1st, her beloved pastor conducting the 
aervice. Mr. Hazell.on, the ••teem-ad •ecre
te.ry of the Aged Pilirri ms' Friend Society 
offered prayer in the eha.pel.-J. M. R. 

AKOS CARTER (Leicester). 
Once a.gain the Church at "Providence," 

Newarke-street, he.• beAD called to mourn the 
lo•s of a beloved brother, and age.in it is e. 
useful dee.c<>D. This is the third of the four 
brethren who were in olllce when the writer 
was called to the pastorate of this Church 
who have departed to be with Christ, in 
o.ddition to many aged and valued members 
of the Church and congregation. Dear 
Amos Carter peacefully, and somewhat 
•nddenly. t<Jok his llh,ht to the world of 
bll•s. to which his face had long been turned 
by irrnc e Divine. on the 23rd of Je.nunry, in 
the 67th year of his age. For severe.I months 
he had been ailing. and knew from the 
natnre of his complaint (heart disease) that 
his end was near. He was a man of most 
genie.I, hearty, and gent!~ disposition: very 
quiet in his manner, and unobtrusive in his 
method; bnt al ways ready and willing to do 
hi• level best for the ea.use of Obrist among 
us. He was truly a mnn of peace and 
charity, excuslnl? the failings of everyone, 
himself excepted. May God comfort the 
heart of his distracted widow and sorrowing 
son, and raise us up likemlnded men and 
women to succeed thoije He has ta.ken from 
us.-A. E.R. 

MRS. CHRISTIANA HASl'INGS 
or Brentrord, pe.o•ed peacefully n.~ny 00 
November 9th in her 82n,I year. She was 
be.ptized by the lo.le Mr. fame, Well•. at t'le 
Surrey Tabernacle. We.I worth. at the all'e of 
17, and trnsted in the Lord till the end· He 
was the Rock upon which she rested. 0The 
Lord took her VP-ry •nddenly. hat she we.• 
res.dy for the ea.II. She we.s laid to rest ,n 
Ealing Cemetery, November 14t,h. Serv.tce 
we.a conducted by her pastor, Mr. Mathner. 
The Ra.me P-vening n. memorial service wae 
conducted by her pe.otor. takinl!' hi• tert 
from Luke xii. 40. " Re ye therefore ready 
also, for the Son of Man cometh a, an hoar 
when ve think not." Special hymn• were 
sung of her own choice. 

"Home at last, labour done: 
Aa.fe and blest victory won: 
Jordan passed; from pa.in set rree, 
Angels now have welcomed thee." 

BENJAMIN HOUSEHOLD, 
for nearly forty vears e. most de,·out worker 
at New End, EhAnezer, Hampstead. was 
ea.lied home on November 2dth. 1901, aged 
78 years. This dear brother and hi• beloved 
wife were b11.otized a.t Ebenezer the ll.rst 
Sundav in May, 1861. each joining the 
Church worshippilll? there. Our beloved 
brother became a sincere worker. and few 
who ho.ve ever attended there but can look 
bs.ck and testify to his lovin!(', kindly words. 
He led the praises of God in the various 
•ervices. from which he was never absent 
unless through illne"-•· He filled the ofllces. 
of deacon and trustee for many years. 
Some time since he left Hamostead. and 
soeut his rema.ininl? days at Lakenbeath. 
Suffolk. until tbe end came. To this dea.r 
one God's Word was extremelv precious. He 
was a verv sensitive man. truly watchful 
for God's honour, obedient to the sound of 
His Divine voice. Death to him was but 
falling a.sleep to wake with His likeness. 
-J.B. 

JANE MARTIN, 
On January 5th, 1902, our dear sister, Mrs 

Jane Martin, passed peacefully away in the 
closing houra of the first Lord's-day in the 
year. at 1,he a.ge of 77. She was a godly, 
consistent member with us at the Old 
Baptist Chapel, Guildford since 1886. ar::d up 
to her illnes• we.• e. most regular attendant 
uuon the means of grace. 'l'he ties of 
Christian fellowship were stron1? between 
us as pastor a.nd member, not only because 
of the present communion of saints. but 
because, in our boyhood days, she wor
shipped in the same sanctuary as we had 
our early training in, and was the means of 
our seeing an old Sunday-school teacher 
whom we he.i not seen nor hee.rn of for 
upwards of twentv-eight years. When the 
end ea.me our precious God made it light at 
evenino: time, Among her last utterances 
were such words as: "'In My Father·s 
house are m'<ny mansions.' and I want to go 
there to Him." We la.id her ruorta.1 remains 
to rest in the Cemetery at Stoughton. near 
Guildford, on January 10th. in the midst of 
many sorrowing rele.tions and friends.- W. 
CBISNALL, Guildford. 

REBECCA MOTCJ:I[ 
was ge.thPred home at the ri oe age of 93. 
She we.• born at Grundisburgh on Auo:ust 
10th, 1808, and was daughter of the late John 
Smith of that parish. At the age of 17 she 
was baptized in the open-air at Culpho, 
the ice being broken for the occasion, and 
joined the Church u.t Grundisburgh. She 
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wa• one o( t,be last 1,aptized bv the late Mr. 
Thompson. and was one who welcomed the 
arrival or Mr. Oollins as pastor of that 
Ohnrch. She wns a teacher in the school 
until she was married, and removed about 
fl,•e miles nway, but she still continued to 
attend as often as possible. She was one 
who would be early, and be at the first 
service: but infirmities began to tell upon 
her, with the cares of motherless grand
children. so that the minist,ers and deacons 
of Grundisburgb and Chal'llfleld a.dvised her 
to remove bar membership to the latter 
pla.ce. which she did, and helped in the 
school anJ. cont,inued to attend. Until she 
lost her eyesight about four or five years 
ago, and went very deaf, she never had to 
use glasseo, and her f,wourite reading, be
sides the Bible. was the" E. V. & G. H." She 
commenced taking the Gospel Herald when 
it was first issned, and retained great interest 
in that and in the" E. V. & G. H." till the last. 
She was also a regular attendant at the 
annual Association gatherings as long as she 
could manage to go. About three years ago 
she had the pleasure of being one of n group 
of five generations, which is now broken by 
her death. She bad to take to her bed just 
before Christmas, and passed pea.cefully 
away on Tuesday, February •th, 1902. Her 
mortal remains were laid to their last 
resting-place on Monday. February 10th, by 
Mr. Alexander, at Oharsfield.-J. MOTO:M. 

JOSEPH PANEY 
departed this life on Jan. 4th. He had b<'en 
tor several years afflicted. The "E.V. & G. H.," 
with the Sower and other magazines, were 
weleome Yisitors to him, special help 
bein!!: found in the exposition given in 
the "E. V. & G. H." of the first eleven verses 
ol the filth chapter of Romans. He b!I.Cl. 
been ver)' helpful to several causes of truth 
with which be had been associated. I have 
no written particulars before me of bis call 
by !!:race. but have heard him speak very 
distinctlv of the gracious effects produced in 
his mind. by the change wrought in bis 
heart. During the past two winter season• 
himself and !llrs. Paney felt desirous of 
hav:ng a week-P.veninrr servic~ in their home 
at Homsey Park-road· when no other Canse 
near would hP. holding their service. Some
times the departed has given a short 
account of these services. I have a few lines 
from tbP bareaved widow in which she 
says: "We committe1 his body to the tomb 
in the cemetery at Ware, Herts (his native 
plaee), on Thursday, January 9th. Though 
he walked much in the dark, at eveninl( 
time it was light, and be expressed several 
times that be was happy. We could not 
understand much that be said, but be held 
sweet communions with the Lord, and bis 
hope wa• bnilt on nothing bnt the precious 
blood of Christ."-E. GENTLE. 

WILLIAM PATES. 
On Thursday, Jan. 16th, at the a.dvanced 

age of 80 years. our esteemed brother was 
called home. When a young man, and resid
ing in Herts, he was convinced of bis state 
as e. lost sinner through the prayers of one 
nea.rlv related to him. For several years be 
attended an Open Communion Chapel and 
became a member of the Church ; but the 
contradictory preaching caused considerable 
uneasiness and confusion in bis mind. In 
the Lord's good time his lot was cast in the 
neighbourhood of Hitcbin, where, under the 
discriminating tea.chin(!' of the late Mr. 
Tucker, at" Mount Zion," our friend found a 
spiritual home. After some years of happy 
union with the Church there. bis Master 

directed hi• footsteps to Ponder·s End. He 
took the livAliest Interest in the little cau•e 
at, "Eden," becoming n trustee and a member 
of the Church when it was formed In 1802 
by onr brother Winters of Waltham Abbey, 
The ministry of" Eden •1 atrorded him much 
spiritual consolation. For the space of 
several weeks our lamented brother on bis 
bed of affliction snffered from chronic 
bronchitis. His trial• were borne with 
exemplary patience, and the glorious truths 
of Scripture sustained his faith and bopn to 
the end. The writer, who frequently visited 
him while in the fnrnace, quoted on one 
particular occasion that precious pa~sage, 
"The eternal God is thy refuge," and he 
quietly but firmly finished the portion, 
"Underneat,b are the everlasting arms." 
Being asked whether he bad any inclination 
to change the precious doctrines of the 
Bible be had loved so long, he replied, "Not 
in the least, not one of them, for there is 
nothing _else S!?-•ted to the case or a gnilt,y, 
empty sinner. Asked again, Whether be 
felt bis Saviour near, and could rejoice in 
Him, be responded I "I cannot sa.y that I 
experience any ecstncies of jov, but I hope 
alone in His rigbteous:aen a.nil. atonement 
and do not fear death, since the sting of 
death is taken away." Many other 
testimonies our friend left behind. He often 
prayed his dear Lord to release him from 
this clay-prison of pain and sorrow. Hjs 
supplications are answered. The mortal 
remains were conveyed on Wednesday, 
22nd, followed by his sorrowing widow and 
children to Eden Chapel, where, prior to the 
interment in Enfield Highway Cemetery, 
a solemn service was conducted by the 
pa~tor, C. Hewitt, aBBisted by bis two 
deacons, brethren Nash and Arter. At the 
usual service in the evening, special hymns 
r.hosen by the deceased were snng. Brother 
Welch, of Heaton-road, read the Scriptures 
and prayed, and the pastor delivered an 
appropriate discourse from Phil. i. 23.-C. 
HEWITT, pastor. 

EMILY H. REEVES, 
formerly Pnl.tt, grand-daughter of the late 
Thomas Boddy, of Lodden, Suffolk, was 
called suddenly home on Christmas morn
ing at the aee of 58. She was baptized by 
Mr. Foreman, when 16 years old and con
tinued a member of Hill-street, until the day 
of her death, although for several short 
period• she was prevented from being a 
constant attendant bl residing out of 
London. Onr mother s health had been 
failing for some time, but she continued her 
duties as a devoted wife and mother to the 
last. and to us the end came as a terrible 
blow, for we hoped by tender care to keep 
her with n• many happy years. God, how
ever. willed it otherwise, and we who are 
left seek grace of Him to say, "Thy will be 
done," for we loved her dearly and mourn 
an irreparable los•. Her conversation the 
previous day ha.d been much of those who 
had been gathered home at that season of 
the year, and we know she prayed, "Even 
so. come Lord J esns," for to a friend she 
expressed her dread of a long illness, not for 
her own sake. but for those she loved. To 
Mr. Hazelton whose ministry was a great 
comfort to her, she wrote shortly before her 
death, praising God for partially restored 
health, and testifying of His love and faith
fulness to her for more than forty years. 
Our mother saw her prayers answered for 
many of her children. That each one may be1 as rea.dy as she was, when the Lord shal 
come, prays her loving danghter-ALIOE 
REBVES. 



'' Ille Jigm; of th~ lim~~·'' 
PA8TOR JZMUTIMER's INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

At the Tl1irty-ffrst Annual PubUc Meeting of the M.A.S.B.C. 

·I CAN say, dear Vice-President and beloved friends, that I occupy a 
position to-night I never prayed for, neither did I seek. I am 

put here by this Association, and I trust, by and through their prayers, 
I shall be supported and helped and be of some service to you. There 
are some things we are not sure about and there are other things about 
which we can say we are positive. This I know, I love the cacse of 
God and the Churches of God-those that are set for the defence of the 
Gospel. 

This morning, when I was reading the letters by the first post, I really 
felt I was taken into the bosom of this Association. I rest upon 
this fact just now, believing I have your prayers and sympathies. 

We ,feel' that we are living in very perilous times-that is felt, ac
knowledged, and admitted by the majority, and, I trust, by all of us. 
What I want to draw your attention to, as the title of my subject, is-

" THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES." 

I feel, and you feel, it is a most important thing for one to under
stand his own times and their requirements. Next to our Bible and 
our own hearts should be the study of our times. We need to compare 
the times in which we live and thtir bearing upon the divine revelation 
of God, and the position and prospect of the Churches we represent. 
You will remember that this peculiar tribute was paid to the two 
hundred men who were the heads of the tribe of fasachar-that they 
were men "that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel 
ought to do." And we read that" their brethren were at their command
ment." My dear friends, this certainly is binding upon us as it was 
upon them. They did not simply study the times for mere curiosity, 
that they might descant on the rest of the tribes and expose them at some 
public assemblies ; no, they studied the times because they knew the 
condition Israel was placed in, and desired to be of some help to them in 
the great crisis they had reached. It was the welfare of their country ; 
and this is just our position to-night. :We desire to seek each other's 
welfare and the welfare of the country in which we live. The same 
reason is binding upon us that was binding upon them. We are not to 
be mere antiquaries who can only talk about the past, and God keep us 
from being dreamy prophets about good times in the future. The great 
burden of our hearts now is the condition of our own Churches and 
the relation of our own times to them. May the Holy Ghost help us to 
utter a few words that may _be of some use. 

We feel that our lot is cast in an extraordinary period of time. 
National sorrow, perplexity, and infidelity; Rationalism, Romanism, and 
numerous other isms ; but there is one thing which goes right home, 
which chills us, and that is the grievous departure from the simple truth 
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of God's most holy Word. Now is that Scripture being fulfilled, that the 
hearts of many have waxed cold, because iniquity abounds. Brethren, 
we feel tbe chill. May God revive us. as we have been praying to-day. 
Onr brother from Suffolk was telling us that in Suffolk they are con
stantly reminded of their needs. There is a lack somewhere; our needs 
are great I what are they ? 

First, there is a need for publw and bold unjf,incliin,q maintenance of 
the entfre principles of the Gospel, and I should like to emphasize that 
in the most forcible way possible. We have to lament to-night that 
there are a great many Protestant Churches in our land that have de
parted from those truths which they once professed to hold dear, and 
consequently there is a blight on many causes which were once the glory 
of the land. When realism goes out, ritualism comes in, and that is just 
where some Churches are to-day. Now the old Gospel has not done its 
work yet. This is not the time, dear brethren, for wrapping the sword 
in .flannel, or rounding the edges of truth to please those who believe in 
free and easy things. We want men in the pulpit who will not go about 
compromising with the spirit of the age-men prepared to throw down 
the gauntlet and say, I know what I believe, and none of these things 
move me. You who are deacons be carl)ful not to invite ministers who are 
of a compromising spir_it. I am but a young man, but the burden of the 
Churches is on my hear.£. Le~ us expect from the Gospel what Christ in
tended should re,sult from it. We have no~ lost faith in that, and, as 
ser.ants of God, let us not attempt to cripple oui.: own. usefulness by think
ing it would be well to substitute new inventions and lay aside the old 
weapons in some dark chamber. We are ncit going to put the Bible aside 
as we do a pensioner. It has not lost its power, and the signs of the times 
require an entire maintenance of those glorious truths which have been 
burnt into our hearts, as we heard this afternoon. I am well aware it is 
hard work to stand by the old gun. I know there are a great many 
difficulties, and some severe temptations ;_ but I should like to express 
myself in the words of the Duke of Wellington to his Generals at 
Waterloo, when he said to them,•" Hard pounding, gentlemen, hard pound
ing, but we will see who can pound the longest." Our opponents are always 
altering their methods, but let us abide by the same divine facts which 
have accomplished so much in the past. The Gospel is still the power 
of God unto civilisation, reformation, and salvation. God help us to 
stand by the old gun, and, though you may have a great many fears con
cerning it, you need not, for it is God's Word and He will take cal'e 
of it. 

I know there are many of our friends who have a fear of the rising 
generation ; of the younger ministers. I was told something the other 
day which made my heirt bleed-viz., that there were only four or 
five ministers in London who could preach the Gospel. I would say as 
the Methodist lady said, on hearing a false statement, " Glory be to God, 
that is a lie." I say there are men in London, young men, too, who 
have enough love to the Gospel to say in the words of Luther, " Here I 
stand ; I can do no other, may God help me." Amen. We will still hold 
forth the truth, not simply putting it somewhere in the background. 
All we want is liberty to proclaim it. 

The next thing we want is a mighty re1:ival through the power of the 
Holy Ghost. Revival is a glorious word to frighten some people, but I 
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am not afraid of it. A God-sent revival is what we need. Oh! say 
some, these revivals mean innovations. I would to God we had a few 
innovations. We don't want a NEW vival, but a RE-vival. Revivali.~m 
is of man : a revival is of God. We want the old life in a healthy 
condition, that is a revival from the Lord. We don't ~an_t to take away 
a forest of trees, but that the trees shall put forth their vigour. This is 
that for which we pray, that mighty power may be experienced in our 
Churches. The Holy Ghost does revive, but He does not do it by 
Bazaars, nor by Sacred Concerts, but He does it by shedding abroad in 
the heart the love of God, and then what constraining power there is ! 
When that is in exercise there can be a morning Prayer-meeting, and 
the chapel can be filled in the morning as well as the evening, and 
there will be volunteers for Sunday-school work. Brethren, pray for a 
revival through the mighty pc,wer of the Holy Ghost. 

There is another thing we wantr-courage. Young ministers especially. 
We want courage to contend against the false liberalism that is in our 
land, and so demonstrate our loyalty to the Lord .Jesus Christ. This 
falsfl liberalism is a mixed, medley affair. We are told there is something 
good in all religious, no Church is perfect ; it matters little to what sect 
a man belongs if he haR charity in his heart, and is just in his dealings, 
it matters not what doctrines a man believes, if he is but honest to his 
creed. This condition complied with, he may be an infidel, and yet be 
saved. As witnesses for Christ, we must seek to check such a dangerous 
and destructive evil. It must be protested against. Keep it off your 
platforms. Platform meetings should be as sacred as preaching services. 
Why is it, I ask, that some of our members say," I don't care for a public 
mee~ing?" I leave you to answer the question. Don't ask men on your 
platforms whom you would not ask into your pulpit. If men are liberal 
with those who deny the finished work of Christ, and will teach the 
universal fatherhood of God, it is spurious charity, and has no foundation 
in the Word of God. There are many men in other Denominations 
whom I love, and with whom I can walk and talk concerning those 
things which are dear to me, but if we profess this kind of charity our 
young people will act upon it and leave us. The condition with "an 
agree to differ" is impossible with men whose hearts are fired with love 
to truth, and loyalty to Christ. " It is a gag upon earnest outspoken
ness, for it enforces silence upon every point upon which diversity of 
opinion can possibly exist" (Styles). It has proved most disastrous in 
its results ; the Spirit has been grieved, prayer hindered, testimony 
thwarted. 

Again, I think, we want a more manifest earnest missionary spirit, 
which must neither be bound by red tape, nor cramped by custom, nor 
damped by suspicion. We want to get the Gospel everywhere. We have 
got the right thing, and we need to publish it. But sometimes, if a 
young man is a little bit too earnest there is something dropped on him 
so that he cannot get on as he wants to. Don't hold a man with suspicion, 
or attempt to keep him back if the love of Christ is in his heart, and he 
wants to tell out the old story of Jesus and His love. Ah, but don't you 
know thinO's have always been so. Custom is doing a lot of harm in our 
Churches. 0 Because a thing has not been done before it cannot be done 
now. Friends, a thing is not necessarily better for being old. Sin is old, 
but it is not a whit the better for that. We want to get into the spirit 
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of the i2nd Psalm that we may see its fnlfilmeut. Yes, yon know, bnt 
that kind of missionary spirit effects such change~. It is a change with
out a change. There is no change actually. God's love is eternal, hut 
its expressions arc diYersified. Prayer does not alter as to its spirit and 
intent, but every day it is laden with new expressions, because circum
stances press upon our heart those things we have not before thought of, 
and, therefore, we have to pray new petitions ; but it is the same spirit 
of prayer. We plead the same in relation to the missionary spirit. There 
must be adaptation to our conditions. One brother has a ce1·tain method, 
and another has a differ"nt method. Have we not faith and grace enough 
to trust each other ? We may differ in methods, but we do not differ 
in matter. It is the same Gospel though set forth in a different way. It 
is an easy thing for persons to stay at; home and criticise, and tell others 
how it should be done. We want t1 be all shoulder to shoulder in the 
great work of making the name of ,Jesus more widely known. 

In the American war a corporal was giving orders to his men to 
mo,e a log, which they found difficulty in doing. A man riding by 
suggested to_ the corporal that he should give the men a hand, but said 
he, "I'm a corporal." The other got down, a~d himself helped the men, 
and then-turning to the corporal, said, "The next time you want help, send 
for me, George Washington; Commander-in-Chief." We don't want Mr. 
Corporal, but men whose hearts are fired with love to Christ, and 
precious souls. There are plenty of workers, but·they want to be Mr. 
Corporal, they must occupy some prominent position, but would never 
condescend to take an infant class. Oh ! for more missionary spirit. 
Take a bundle of tracts, assist in the Dorcas Society, speak in the street, 
point to the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

We want a h~qher appreciation of our privileges. We are astonished 
to find a want of earnestness .with Protestants. How easily some part 
with their money to help to keep the Pope ! handing it over to that 
system which caused our forefathers to bleed at Smithfield. It chills our 
very blood. Rome to-day, while she profe~ses to be very accommodating, 
altering her tactics, is the same in spirit. Oh, Protestant fathers and 
mothers, Sunday-school teachers and superintendents, God give you a 
holy jealousy for the dear children, save them from Romanism and 
Ritualism 

But there are other privileges besides our Protestant privileges-I 
mean Church privileges. Are we forgetful what our privileges are? My 
dear brother Cornwell here and other ministers of the Gospel elsewhere 
open the Bible and preach the Word, and we do not expect a constable 
to meet us as we leave. Our privileges are great. Are we living up to 
them? Some of our members can just manage to get to chapel to place 
their ticket in the communion plate once a month. That is not livinir 
up to your privilege. "Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together." 
We are not to go to the world, but we may certainly learn a lesson from 
the world. When they go to the theatre they .do not mind being twenty 
minutes too soon. Let us get to the house of God ready to receive the 
blessincr God has commanded. Some stop at home to cook the dinner. 
What do you think Ma1tin Luther would have said to his wife staying at 
home to cook Lis dinner? One of the causes of Zion's low condition is 
the Church.not living up to her privileges. . 

I wish to draw your attentim~ to another thing the signs of the times 
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require-that 1l'f! 1,role.~l agaiii.~I fln1J un8rriplitral offi,n,,;flJ 1l'ilh, /hP worlrl. 
'!'his would be a large subject to dc1:1 with fully, but here is a Kcriptnre
,, Uome out from among therr, and be ye separate, and touch not the 
unclean thing." There is a chapel with a seat to let. This seat waR at 
one ti'!lc occupied by one of the most promising young women. How 
much it was hoped would have been accomplished by that young woman! 
but, alas : the seat is "to let." Where has she gone? Ah ! there was 
a very accommodating young man came along, and she having some 
conceit, and thinking to convert him, married him. Alas! she is gone; the 
man had no love to Christ, no love to Church privileges, no love to the 
house of God, and now leanness of soul is her portion. The pastor has 
to say, "She did run well ! who did hinder her ? " Oh, you young people 
who have made a profession, be careful in the choice you make. I am 
snre this is a great trouble. The daughters of Zelophehad went to ~loses 
and told him their trouble. It was a great difficulty for Moses, but he 
took it to the Lord; and then he said, "The daughters of Zelophebad 
speak right; let them marry whom they think best, only let them marry 
in their own tribe.'' 

We want more mutual love, sympathy, and communion. Distance is 
not strength. We want more love to each other : not mere amalgama
tion, but union, that produces communion, and then we shall feel how 
near we are to each other. More union is needed in our Churches. Do 
not take it for granted that that Church is in a healthy state where there 
are no differences; it may be almost as dead as a stone. God grant that 
love, faith and grace may be in lively exercise, and, as servants of God, 
let us stand-shoulder to shoulder. We cannot do without each other. 
Brethren, God make us to feel this more and more. 

We need a greater increase of holy wrestling icith God. Prayer can 
mighty wonders do. Watch, for the coming of the Lord draws near. 
Watch for Him. We must witness. Be lamp-bearers, light-holders. 
God help us so to shine that He may be glorified. May He greatly bless 
this Association. Amen. 

"LET Diotreplus say, ' It is good for me to have the pre-eminence;' 
let Judas say, 'It is good for me to bear the bag ; ' let Demas say, 'It 
is good for me to embrace the world : ' but do thou, 0 my soul, say 
with David,' 1t is good fur me to draw ·nigh to God.' "-Arrowsmith. 

"NOTHING but lying on Christ's bosom will disso·ve hardness of 
heart, and make thee mourn kindly for !!in, and h11mble thee iudeed, 
and make thy soul cordial to Christ ; yea, transform the ugliest piece 
of hell into the image and glory of Christ.''- Wilcox. 

·•' IF I had the righteousness of a saint,' says one, 'oh, how happy 
should I be I ' 'If I had the righteousness of an angel,' says another, 
'I should feel no evil.' But I am bold to say, that the poorest sinner, 
who believes in Christ, has a righteousness infinitely m~re excellent ~han 
that of either saints or angels. If the law asks for smless· perf~ct10n ; 
it is to be found in Christ, my Divine Surety. If the law reqmres. ~ 
obedience that may ·stand before the burnin_q eye of God ; behold, it 1s 
in Je,us, my Mediator. Should the strictest justice arraign me, and the 
purest holiness make its demands upon me; I remit them both to my 
dying and obedient Immanuel. With Him, the Father is ALWAYS well
pleased; and in Him the believer stands complete.''-Hervey. 
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i ~itt~1r iru. 
II. 

BY E. MITCHELL. 

"All the3e things e.re e.ge.inst me."-Gen. xlii. 86. 

WE resume our medilation upon the above passage, which we 
commenced last month. WP noticed then that Jecob's bitte1· cry 

expressed what seemed to be true. But things are not always what 1hey 
appear to be. Indeed, appearances are frequently very deceptive, and 
were we truly wise we should ever judge things by the Word of God, 
and when they seem to contradict His truth we should refuse to credit_ 
their apparent testimony, and regard them as trials of our faith. This 
cry of Jacob manifests--

HUMAN WEAKNESS. 

We often hear the remark made, that " the best of men are but men at 
the hest." The saying though trite is nevertheleEs true "Lord, what 
is man?" A poor, frail, fickle thing of himself; at his best estate only 
vanity. _ Even the mighty heroes of faith, who seem for the most part 
to live and move on higher. plaf!es than the rest of God's saints, yet left 
to themselves speedily manifest their native weakness. Abraham, '' the 
fat her of the faithful," is filled with fear and equivocates, endangering, 
so far as his cnnduct went, the chastity of Sarah, and the bestowment 
of the promised seed. And great Elijah, whom we might ha~e sup
posed to have been a stranger altogether to fear, flees at the threat of 
an incensed woman, and petulantly prays that he might die. So here 
we see Jacob, the mighty wrestler and prevailer with God, after all his 
experience of God's favour and wonder-working power, yielding to his 
natural feelings and craven fears. 

A consideration of these proofs of weakness in the best and mightiest of 
God's servants should fill us with self-abasement. If they were thus 
weak, what are we? How we need to cry,'' Enter not into judgment 
witi:i. Thy servant; for in Thy sight shall no man living he justified; " 
or, " If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 0 Lord, who sh1lll 
stand?'' We rejoice Lo kn~w. however, that '' there is forgiveness 
with God, that Re mav be feared;" and we are "not under the law, 
but under grace." We are thankful, too, th:1t the errors of God's 
saints are depicted as well as their virtues, not that we would find ex
cuses for our own faults, but were they depicted faultless we could but 
conclude that we were out of the secret; while by their mistakes we are 
both warned and encouraged. We have no good word to say for un
belief, for, though he is an acquaintance of ours, he is no friend, and we 
would brand his base utterances as evil and only evil : yet, alas, which 
of us has not and does not but too frequently listen to his vile insinua
tionE, and regard his lies as being certain truth. With all our hear1s we 
cry, "Begone unbelief,'' but he is a sturdy and subtle enemy, w_ho 
oft,imes puts the best of God's warriors sorely to the test, and obtarns 
many an advantage over them. 

If we analyse this error we shall find that it springs from 
JUDGING THE LORD'S DEALINGS BY FEEBLE BENSE. 

Jacob had made carnal reason his solicitor, and, judgin11: according to 
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appearRnces, he concludes all things are against him. With a great 
show of wisdom carnal reaRoo is nevertheless an arrant fool and ever 
leads us, ~hen we listen to its pleadings, into wrong conclusions. We 
mus~ not Judge God's dealings_ with_ us after the si~ht of the eyes, or the 
hearrng of the ears, but by the mfalhble word of His grace. Providences 
are often dark and mysterious-they are as it were written in hiero
gl) phics, of which we have not the key-but His word of promise is 
plain and explicit. We are to" walk by faith, and not by sight;'' to 
believe His word to be true, and all that contradicts it to be false, how
ever specious it may appear. "Let God be true, and every man ''-or 
thing that dares contradict His word-" a liar." 

Carnal reason always engenders impatience under trial. It cannot 
wait for God's interpretation of. His own dealings. Its time is 
alway ready, and it cannot brook delay. Impatience is a wild 
beast ready to tear to pieces everything that seems to stand in its 
way. "In your patience possess ye your souls." What penitent re
tractions we have bad · to make of our impatient speeches ! What 
shame has filled our breasts when the mysterifs have been explained. 
We know the way in which the Lord was working on behalf of Jacob at 
the very time that he exclaimed, "All these things are against me." 
With this example before us we.are far less excusable than he was, if we 
listen to the specious reasonings of unbelief, and yield to impatiency. 
This example is given us .. " that we through comfort of this Scripture 
might have hope," and learn patiently to wait for our God. Let us 
check impatience, and remember that-

"Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan His work in vain; 

God is His own Interpreter, 
And He will make it plain." 

And let us not overlook the horrible evils that lie wrapped up in un
belief. It questions the truth, wisdom, love, goodness, and power of 
our covenant God. 

But we cannot leave this subject without noticing how this un
believing complaint, like a dark background, serves to show forth 

THE ABOUNDING GRACE OF GOD. 

He pardons and passes by the transgressions of His people. It is written 
that-" Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we 
are but dust." Self-pity is one of the worst things we can indulge in. 
The Lord tenderly pities us in our weakness and infirmities; let that 
suffice. When we afresh experience His farour, when the morning light 
of deliverance again succeeds the dark night of sorrow and trouble, with 
Oowper we sing:-

" I chide my unbelieving heart, 
. And blush that I should ever be 

Thus prone to act so base a part, 
Or harbour one hard thought of Thee." 

God's patience outmatches our impatience, and shines the brighter in 
contrast therewith; His faithfulness is not made void, but rendered the 
more conspicuous and glorious by our lack of faith. God did not cease 
His working because His servant's eyes were blinded by his tears; the 
deliverance was not retarded by Jacob's unbelief and impatience. "He 
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bath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His 
mercy toward them that, fear Him." 

God surpri~es us with His _qrace and mercy, Jacob p1esenily hear11 
the startling message, "Joseph is yet aliv~. an.I he is governor ove1· all 
the land of Egypt," and when his fainting heart, which could not take 
in the truth of this word, revived as he looked on the wagons-tangible 
proofs of the fact that Joseph was alive and in power-he said, "It is 
enough: J o~eph my son is yet alive : I will go and see him before I die." 
0 wondrous surprise of grace ! 0 astonishing goodness o[ the Lord I 
We leave the picture just as it stands in the Sacred Word, and only jus·t 
transcribe the account of the happy meeting with Joseph. He fell on 
his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. "And Israel said unto 
Joseph, Now let me die, l!ince I have seen thy face, because thou art yet 
alive." 0, believer, say not, " A.11 these things are against me," bm 
believe His Word, and wait Hi~ own interpretation. " Wait on the 
Lord: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine hea1t; wait, 
I say, on th~ Lord." 

THE METAPRORS' OF PAUL'S EP1STLES. 
No. 2.-.Architectural. 

BY W. H. ROSE. 

IN our study of Paul's .Architectural metaphors, we should bear in 
mind that they are drawn from classical, i.e., Roman and Greek 

buildings. This circumstance indicates his keenness of observation as 
a traveller and the fineness of his taste as an admirer of art. The 
texture of the apostle's writings is inwov~n with architectural phraseology 
to a larger extent than at first sight might be supposed. 

In 1 Cor. iii. 10, Paul compares himself to "a wise master-builder," 
literally an" architect." But he was by trade a tent-maker, and hence, 
probably, the suggestive contrast in 2 Cor. v. 1 between the '' earthly 
tent" and the '' heavenly house." This allusion would invest the 
passage with peculiar interest for Aquila and Priscilla, tent-makers, of 
Corinth, with whom Paul "wrought" while ministering in that city 
(Acts xviii. 1-4). 

It is interesting to notice the prominence of the word "edify" in 
the apostle's letters. This verb, and its substantive, "edification," 
occurs about twenty times in the New Testament, and in every instance 
except one (Acts ix. 31) it is used by Paul. But, as Pauline expositors 
note, the Greek words occur oftener still, and in some places are trans
lated " to build, to build up, to build upon." It is scarcely necessary to 
point out that the technical sense of the word " edify " imrvives in our 
word, "edifice." Its metaphorical use will be seen in the following 
passages:-

Rom. xv. 20. "Yea, so have I strived to preach tlrn Gospel, not 
where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's founda
tion." Trapp finely hints at Paul's sense of ministerial decorum. 
Ctrtainly there is more than a suggestion of the principle of non-inter
ference with and appropriation of another man's work. Some false 



,AND GOSPEL HERALD. J09 

apostles had violated this principle in connection with Paul's foundation 
work'. at Corinth, and it is of these men he so indignantly writes in 
2 Oor. x. 12-18. Unlike these unscrupulous braggarts, he dare not 
" boast in another man's line of thing~ made ready to his hand." The 
word " line" is rightly rendered " rule " in the margin : it is the 
architect's measuring rod (see v. 13, R.V., marg.). How desirable it is 
that all ministers of Jesus Christ should be animated by the lofty 
ambition to avoid officious intermeddling, for the purpose of self. 
exaltation, with a fellow-labourer's service I Preachers of apostolic 
doctrine should be imitators of apostolic courtesy. 

Gal. ii. 18. "For if I build up again the things which I destroyed, 
I prove myself a transgressor." The apostle is shewing the utter folly 
of a return from Christianity to Judaism. By a bold figu e the system 
of justification by works is represented as a condemned and demolished 
house : the word " destroyed " meaning, literally, to "pull down " or 
" pull to pieces." The man who attempted to reconstruct these materials 
brought himself under the penalty of the authority by which they were 
demolished. So the Galatians were really guilty of sin in returning to 
this system of legal justification after renouncing it by their profession 
of faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. By Divine 
direction they had left Sinai for Calvary; why go back? With 
Sacramentarianism so rife among us, is it not important that we should 
press that query home to-day ? 

Rom. xiv. 19, 20. "Let ue, therefore, follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. For 
meat destroy not the work of God.'' Again, chap. xv. 2, "Let every 
one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification." Here we 
have the principle which should influence our conduct towards those 
who are described as "weak in the faith." Two courses are indicated = 
to "edify," build up patiently ; to "destroy,'' to pull down randomly. 
The word " destroy " here is rendered by Alford " undo ; " it means 
... to pull to pieces,'' and is sometimes used, as was noticed just now, in 
reference to the pulling down of houses. Hence we generally describe 
a disturber of tb,e peace of the home or the Church as the one who is 
always "pulling people to pieces." This discreditable business was a 
·source of keen pain to the apostle's heart. Buildings which had cost 
him agony and tears were ruthlessly attacked with the pick-axe of 
censoriousness. There were many in his day, as alas! there are in our 
own, who preferred vain jangling over circumstantials to solid edifying 
with essentials. The writer preaches what is theologically known as 
Calvinistic doctrine, and practises what is legally defined as Strict. 
Communion. But he deplores the " pulling to pieces " of weak 
believers by those who seem more eager to see Calvinism in the head 
than Christ in the heart, and are more zealous for Rtrict Communion 
than for strict conduct. Such persons need to be reminded that in the· 
building up of a believer, as in the erection of a material structure, the 
laws of harmony, proportion, and development must be carefully 
ob3erved. · 

1 Gor. xiv. In this chapter the metaphor of building is used five
times ; but it must suffice to deal with ver. 12 only. " Forasmuch as ye· 
are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the 
Church." A house is the product of_ the combination of various kinds 

I 



110 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

and grades of skill and strength, from the mind that conceives the plan 
to the hand that carries the hod. So we nre taught in Eph. iv. 12 that 
the manifold gifts of the ascended Saviour are designed for " the build
ing up of the body of Christ" (Alford). The several gifts, whether 
persom or functions, were co-operant towards the same end. But some 
in the Church at Corinth evidently abused spiritual gifts for the pur
pose of personal uplifting, instead of using them for mutual upbuilding. 
As Hart, with masterly insight, says of pride :-

" The hea.rt uplifts with God's own gifts, 
And ma.kes e'en gra.oe a. snare." 

The distinction drawn in l Cor. viii. 1 supplies a rule for self-jndgment 
and direction. "Knowledge puffeth np, but love buildeth up" (a..V., 
marg.). Pride acquires and uses knowledge for the inflat.ion of E!elf-
1mportance : love covets earnestly the best gifts for the edification of 
others. Thrica happy the Church where the familiar motto of co~opera
tion is translated into practice, " Each for all and all for each." 

Thus far our attention has been engaged with a general term. We 
will now notice terms of a more specific kind. 

In 1 _0or. iii. 11 and Eph. ii. 20, allusion is made to fouDdations and 
corner-stones. "·Other foundation cin no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ." To any one who has gone through an architect's 
plans and specifications for a public building the importance of fourid:i
tions is obvious enough : the depth and breadth of these affect the 
stability and symmetry of the superstructure. A glance at engravings of 
the enormous and magnificent temples and mansions on which the eyes 
of the apostle frequently gazed will give emphasis to this thought. Bnt 
the foundations dearest to his heart as a Jew were those supporting the 
temple on Mount Zion, of which the inspired historian says they were 
"great, costly, and hewed stones" (1 Kings v. 17). Some of them, 
30 ft. in length, and from 5 to 6 ft.-in breadth, are still to be seen 
about the ancient site of the temple. Possibly these were in Paul's 
thoughts as he wrote : '' Built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief Corner-stone." The 
temple designed for a habitation of God requires a foundation of 
infinite strenoth, and this is furnished by "the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height " of the surpassing love of the Incarnate Son of 
God. As the Tabernacle rested upon the silver sockets formed of the 
ransom money, so the Church rests upon the redemption blood of 
Christ. How marvellously does the history of the past nineteen cen
turies verify the declaration : "Upon this rock will I build My Church ; 
and the gates of hell (of H~des, R.V.) shall not prevail against it." 
Tbe Resurrection triumph of the Head secured to all tile members a 
deathless and, therefore, graveless life. 

"Corner-stones" were important in supporting and binding the 
angle3 of the building. They _were often_ gracefully ornamented ; hence 
the propriety of the language ill Ps. cxhv. 12, where Coverdale trans
lates " that our daughters may be as the polished corners of the 
temple." The "Chief Corner-stone " binds together God and man, law 
and grace, Jew and Gentile, heaven and earth. He beautifies, too, the 
whole fabric of redeeming grace with His superlaUve loveliness. 

Gal. ii. 9. "James, Cephas, and John, who were accounted chief 
pillars" (C. & H.). Visitors to Edinburgh," Modern Athens," will see 
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some excellent reproductions of a distinctive feature of classical 
architecture, viz., vertical columns supporting a horizontal entablature. 
The writer recalls the thrill of emotion with which he first gazed upon 
them, and associated them with the scenes of Paul's abundant labours. 
In this passage we see the trio of the Gospels, Peter, James, and John, 
not simply in their personal character as "stone3" in the building, but 
in their official capacity as "pillars" for ornament and support. 
Timothy, too, according to Conybeare's translation of 1 Tim. iii. 15, is 
represented as holding the same dignified relation to the truth of the 
Gospel. "That thou rnayest know how to conduct thyaelf as a pillar, 
and mainstay of the truth." (We speak of a man giving his moral 
support to a cause or system). Apostles, Martyrs, Reformers were strong 
not for themselves, but for the maintenance of God's truth and the 
strengthening of the Church. In the pathetic letter of the Churches of 
Vienne and Lyons to the brethren in Asia we read :-" The grand 
enemy assaulted us with all his might. The grace of God, however, 
fonght for us, preserving the weak and exposing the strong ; who, likP
pillars, were able to withstand him in patience." Special mention is 
made of one of their martyrs, Attalus, of Pergamus, " a man who had 
ever been a pillar and support of our Church." (Milner's Church 
History, Cent. II.). The cqnspicuous position of the pillars in the 
building points, by way of metaphor, to the prominence of official 
position in the Church. "God hath set some in the Church, first, 
apostles" &c. (1 Cor. xii. 28). Bnt while this means honour it also 
involves, as the above extract shews, exposure and danger. The pillars, 
supporting the weighty entablature, rest heavily upon the foundation. 
An apostle, bearing the anxiety of all the Churches, R.V., leans hardest 
on the staying Lord. 

I Oor. iii. 10-15. In the year 146 B.C., the city of Corinth was set 
on fire by the Roman General, Mummius. The boarded and thatched 
hovels of the poor," wood, hay, and stubble" structures, soon succumbed 
to the flames, and only the solid granite and marble temples and 
mansions, adorned with ornaments of gold and silver, survived. It is, 
probably,·to-this conflagration that Paul alludes when he speaks in this 
passage of the fire trying, proving the work built on the foundation he 
had laid in Corinth. The context shews that teachers are mainly, if not 
exclusively concerned; There is a difference of opinion as to the 
significance of the materials. Hodge says true and false doctrine ; 
Bengel, primarily, true believers and hypocrites. Does the architectural 
phrase in Jude v. 20 throw any light on the subject? "B11ilding up 
yourselves on-not' in' your most holy faith." By the testing and 
revealing fire, Farrar understands " the normal, unceasing, operation of 
the moral laws of God." This is true in a partial degree; but the 
phrase, " the day shall declare it,'' connected with " until the Lord 
come" in chap. iv. ver. 5, evidentl_y points to a culminating period. 
Whatever the precise nature of the testing fire may be, it behoves us to 
remember that it is to try not the size, but the sort of work. May the 
study, the pulpit, and the class-desk evidence that we so remember ! 

Ephes. ii. 21, 22. "A holy temple." "A habitation of God." This 
metaphor would appeal strongly to both Jewish and Gentile converts at 
Ephesus. 'l'he former would as!ociate with it the most holy place in the 
temple at Jer.usalem, the latter would naturally reflect upon the contrast 
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it presented, in one important matter, to the temple Diana, for the 
worship of the goddess of Asia, in which they had been reared, was 
connected with 1he vilest debaucheries. These erewhile idolaters had 
been accustomed to look with superstitious awe towards the dark 
sanctum, behind the great altar of the temple, as the" habitation" of the 
image of Diana. Now, they themselves form part of a holy temple, and 
are the indweliing of Him who is a Spirit. It is very instructive to note 
that whenever Paul is led to compare saints to a temple, he uses a word 
which, in the original, refers to the innermost shrine where the Deity 
dw1Jlls, in contradisUnction to the outer courts where the worshippers 
-assemble. What a powerful dissuasive from •· all filthiness of the flesh 
and of the spirit ! " 

Limits of space forbid more. May both reader and writer, when the 
pilgrim tent-life is over, be privileged of God's grace to find a home in 
"the city which bath foundations, whose Architect and Maker is God " 
(R.1. marg.). 

QEiposHor~ f qrers _on ,tht ®pistl~ to the Jommrn. 
BY (THE LATE) G; w. SHEPHERD. 

No. 16.-CHAPTER VI. 8-23. 
'NOW if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live 

with Him : knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth 
no more; death bath no more dominion over Him. For in that He died 
He died unto sin once: but in that He liveth He liveth unto God." 
Having shown in the first seven verses of this chapter that the notion of 
living in sin "that grace might abound" supposes an impossibility as 
well as an absurdity, the apostle now tak~ higher ground, and invites us 
to consider the prospect of an eternity of purity, innocence and holines~ 
in a better world, as a farther argument of the subject in hand. For as 
the plant travails to develop its full-blown flower, and the tree to pro
duce its ripened fruit, so those whose highest expectation and constant 
yearning is to be perfectly holy hereafter, must by the same natural law 
ever be struggling and striving to reach the ideal e,en here below. If 
we be" dead with Him "-feel and realise our interest in the merits of 
,His death-we expect in consequence to spend eternity with Him in 
heaven. Now, without controverey, if the one ambition of our 
existence is to be with Christ, and like Christ, for ever, we shall surely 
be anxious to be as often with Him, and as much like Him, as is possible 
even now. We cannot by any manner of explanation be supposed to 
look forward to an eternity of that which we have no regard for in time. 
And as one of the great attractions of the glorified state to a believer is 
to be done with sia, so one of the chief characteristics of a state of grace 
is to struggle to crucify it now. 

The security for thi~ condition of everlasting blessedness is -the fact 
that C brist, as the Surety of His people, is finally and for ever discharged 
from all legal claim and obligation. As it is·quite certain that, He could 
never have died unless the sins of His people bad been really imputed to 
Him, so it is no less clear that He never could have risen from the dead 
unless their sins bad been entirely and for ever put away. If it were 
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just and righteous that He should suffer death for those whom He 
represented, the very s>1me authority would b'ave detait:100. Him in the" 
grave _unle~s the cause had been removed. But the blessed and glorious 
trut~ 1s that He ro11e from the dead triumphantly-to die no more-
:provmg to demonstration that the legal claim under which He suffered 
1s eternally satisfied, eo that" in that He liveth He liveth unto God." 
The human nature of Christ, as the type and pattern of His elect Church-, is 
"exalted to the right hand of the Majesty on high," where the Divine 
nature, shining through the once suffering humanity, exhibits the union' 
~etween God and Hie people through Him as thd Mediator. He" looks 
hke a Lamb that has been slain," but in His eternal life all the chosen 
in Him and with Him are living unto God-t~ His praise and glory for 
ever and ever. 

There is peculiar force in the use of the word "reekon" in the 
eleventh verse. The term is borrowed from arithmetic, and· is employed 
to describe the process of putting figures together and calculating their 
sum. In the present; case we have facts instead of figures; bot the pro
ce;is is the l!ame, and the result equally infallible. The 'facts to be added 
together are these-first, that Christ is the federal Head of His people, 
as Adam was of the human family. Second, that in consequence of this 
relationship He became chargeable with their transgressions; Third. 
that He answered the charge, and suffered death in full eatisfaction of 
t_he claim. Fourth, that His being raised from the dead· proved the 
completeness of His work, and His eternal discharge from all further 
liability. Fifth, that believing in Him, without any woPks of righteous
~ei!s which we have done, is good and sufficient warrant of participation 
m all His achievements. Sixth, that we do be ieve in Him, as we have 
openly professed by our being planted in the likeness of His death and 
resurrection. These are the items in the ea culation, and the sum 
arrived -at corresponds with them. " Likewise reckon ye also yourselves 
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive. unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." And the sanctified mind that understands the plan of salvation 
is privile~ed calmly, soberly, gratefully, and yet logically, to arrive at 
this glonous conclusion. Thanks be to God ! ! ! 
. . "Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey 
it m the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments 
of unrighteousness .unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those 
that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God. For sin sh~ll not have dominion over you: 
for ye are not under the law, but under grace. What then? Shall 
we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God 
forbid." 

Following upon this reckoning come certain ·solemn exhortations, for 
he who maintained that if a man would not work, neither should he eat, 
was evidently persuaded that if he did not eat, neither could he wor_k; 
accordingly his exhortations are always foun~ed upon t~e subs~ant1al 
~nd soul-nouris~ing truths of the Gospel. Nor 1s there any ~ncons1~te°:cy 
m first insisting that sanctification is the essential correlative to JUSt1fi
cation, and then exhorting to the former by thP. strongest arguments. 
The fact of their relation rather furnishes the best ground for the 
exhortations and is· the best incentive to observe them. " Let not sin 
therefore reign in your mortal body," and" Neither yield ye your mem-
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hers as instrnmentl" of unrighteousness,'' &c., derive their force from 
what has been previously advanced. 
. In the line of exhortation pursued by the apostle there are four 
important considerations powerfully urged. First, that believers are 
under a different covenant from what they formerly were. Second, that 
it is only by the service they render that they can prove what Master 
thr y serve. Third, that seeing they served their former Master so con
sistently, they are the more bound to the exclusive service of their 
new one. And, fourth, that the consideration of the widely different 
manner in which these respective services terminate is the stronges~ 
reason for their abandoning the one and cleaving to the other. 

The first argument insisted upon is that believers "are not under 
the law, but under grace." All men are by nature under the law as a 
covenant, and are bound by its terms, so as to be either justified in 
obeying it, or condemned for its tra.nsgression. But Christ as a 
Substitute has taken the place of His people in this respect, and by His 
obedience and death has for ever lifted them out of its jurisdiction, so that 
they are neither justified by their righteousness nor damned for their 
sins. This gives rise to a striking contrast between the reasoning of a 
sanctified wind and a carnal one. Paul argues from this that " sin shall not 
have dominion over you,'' but-depraved nature sayP, " What then? Shall 
we sin because we are not under the law, but under grace ? " The apostle 
says again, "God forbid." The thought of such a thing is abominable, 
for this would make Christ the minister of sin, would so abuse the 
Gospel as to represent Him as giving greater facility for sin, instead of 
putting it away. But the fact is that the truth stated does not apply 
to such a character; for the man who would reason thus is not under 
grace, but is dead in sin and under the law. To be under grace is 
incompatible with seeking an excuse to be under sin. 

Although delivered from the law as a covenant for justification, the 
believer is not independent of it as a rule of life. J f this were so, of 
course he could never commit sin, for what was not forbidden could not 
be wrong. But the Gospel was never intended to give us liberty to 
despise the law, but, on the contrary, by showing our emancipation from 
its curse, to make its service a freedom instead of bondage, a pleasure 
instead of a rigorous task. The law was revealed as a mirror in which 
might be seen the reflection of the Divine perfection. In its nature it 
is holy, just, and good; an:l if we take the Master's brief summary of 
it, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul, mind, 
and strength, and thy neighbour as thyself," we may with propriety ask 
what part of this requirement is a believer authorised to violate ? True, 
he is relieved lrom the obligation to observe it as a means of justifica
tion; but be is not and cannot be placed above regarding it for its own 
sake, and because it is right in itself. What the Father has revealed the 
child cannot despise ; what Christ has obeyed the Christian cannot 
rerudiate. We are said to be " under the law to Christ" (1 Cor. ix. 21 ), 
a phrase expressing the perpetuity of the existence of law, although our 
relationship to it it1 altered. By nature we were under the law ~o God 
as our Legislator; it was to us a covenant of works to do and hve, or 
transgreSBing to die. By faith we are under the law to Christ as King 
of saints and Head over all things to the Church. Love to us con
strained Him to obey it for us in the former sense. Love to Him 
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constrains us to obey it as what He would have us to do in the 
latter. 

"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto dearh, or 
of obedience unto righteousness ? But God be thanked, that ye were 
the servanrs of sin, bat ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, 
ye became the servants of righteousness. I speak after the manner of 
men because of the infirmity of your flesh : for as ye have yielded your 
members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity, even so 
now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. For 
when ye were servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. What 
fruit had ye in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end 
of those things is death. But now being made free from sin, and become 
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting 
life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

The next point in the exhortation is that our service proves what 
Master we are attached to : " Know ye not that to whom ye yield your
selves," &c. Before a man can claim an inheritance, he mast establish 
his title; so, before we can appropriate to ourselves the consolation of 
not being under the law, we must give evidence that we are under 
grace. There is no neutral ground rare. Our Lord has emphatically 
~eclared that no man can serve two masters, at least noL these two. The 
most contemptible object in the world, offensive alike to God and man, 
is the creature who tries to combine both services, and to be a Christian 
among Christians, and a worldling among worldlings. There is more 
hope of the most abandoned profligate than of him; the latter are often 
converted, the former rarely, if ever. If there is imch a thing as a mark 
of reprobation, it is this. How important, therefore, that we should 
show whol!e we are by whom we serve. Like the saints at Rome, we 
have all been " the servants of sin" in times past. Is it true of us that 
"we have now from .the heart obeyed that form of doctrine which was 
delivered to us ? " The meaning of this expression appears to be, that 
as molten metal poured into a mould receives its form from it, so the 
doctrines of the Gospel are a mould, and the heart being softened by 
grace receives from them a distinct form by which the real work of God 
is alone to be recognised. 

A further argument is founded in the zeal and energy formerly 
displayed in the service of sin. Then we "were free from righteous
ness." Oar service was undivided. Every thought and desire was 
devoted to evil; every member of the body was willingly yiel~e~ 3.!1d 
actively employed in pursuing it; iniquity was the master,-and m1qm~y 
was the occupation, yet without a complaint did we engage ours~lves 1n 
the hateful servitude. Is not God a better Master ? Is not holmess a 
better occupation-righteousness a worthier pursuit ? But do we as 
uniformly serve our present Master as we did our former one ? . Are 01;1r 
affections as undivided in their devotion, our members as unammous rn 
their subjecUon, as they were wont to be when we ~beyed sin ~nd _the 
devil? Most Christians must blush to make this self-exammat10n; 
but whe, e grace reigns the constant desire, and no less constant 
endeavour will be to conform to the requirements of the Gospel. 
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Finally, it is to be borne in mind how widely different is the end in 
which these two forms of service terminate. Not only had we no profit 
or fruit in the sinful service of which " we are now ashamed," but '' the 
end of those things is death." But while we shall never be ashamed of 
having been the servants of God, and having had fruit unto holiness, we 
have the joy of knowing that the end of it is "everlasting life." And the 
l ontrast between dF>ath and life is not greater than between the grounds 
on which they are inflicted or enjoyed. 'l.'he one is "wages," the other 
is a ·• gift." Merit is the basis of the first, but grace of the second; for 
this reason we read of" greater damnation," but never of ~renter and 
less happiness in heaven. The grace of God recognises no question of 
merit in its objects. The love of God is the common inheritance of all His 
people; the price of redemption was in every case the same precious 
blood, and their conversion is due to the same gracious work of the 
Holy Spirit. No deeds of their own, no personal qualities, procure these 
favours, and the eternal life which crowns them is "the gift of God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Thus most effectually does the ·apostle dispose of the Satanical 
insinuation that the doctrines of sovereign grace encourage licentiori;
ness, show:ing conclusively that the grace of God in the heart-the love 
of a once crucified Saviour-the felt interest in His death and resur
rection is the only influence_ that can make a man '' mortify the 
deeds of the body," and "crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts'' 
-producing that holiness of life, conducr, and conversation which 
mere moral precepts never could effect; no, nor even the terrors of la wand 
the fear of hell combined. That deliverance from the curse of sin is 
accompanied by deliverance from the love and power of it, and that one 
cannot be experienced without the other. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

" Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him day and 'night 
in His temple."-Rev. vii. 17. . 

IN these words we have a glorious fact clearly stated, that our departed 
friends, who have "fallen on sleep " in Jesus their Lord, their 

ransomed spirits are actually "be/ore the throne." If this be so-and 
certainly there is no reason to doubt it-then there is neither room nor 
need for an intermeJiate state. This ancient theory, which certain 
gentlemen have dug up and modernised, and endeavoured to introduce ~ 
an innovation, has no place in our Lord's teaching, nor yet in His 
apostles'. Jesus gave the sweet and assuring promise to the dying penitent 
on the cross, "To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." "Absent 
from the body," according to Paul, means "at home with the Lordt 
while the sublime and beautiful thought of Jesus given to His servant m 
Patmos is•• Therefore are they BEFORE the throne.'' It follows that the 
departure from this tabernacle, which really means quitting "this earthly 
house," is immediate entrance into the everlasting kingdom of felicity. 

" Before the throne." This seems to open to our astonished vision 
the rich, abounding, measureless love and grace of God. I beg to 
impress upon my readers' mind that this grand, beautiful, perfect, and 
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glorious position is the outcome of His sovereign wisdom ; the fnlfilment 
of the_ eternal arrangemen~ of God's stupend~us p~an, and effected by 
unmerited and snpemboundmg grace, as exempltfied m the experience of 
His redeemed family. We say this because this statement of fact before 
us suggests 

SOME REASONS ON WHICH THAT CONDITION IS EN.JOYED. 

, In assigning some few reasons, I would specially emphasize this : it 
is not their having come out of great tribulation, not attributed in any 
sense to their patience, endurance, perseverance, or afflictions, but rather 
pecause they were the objects of electing mercy, and of predestinating 
love. Predestination is an important link in the chain of God's eternal 
plan. It is the foundation of salvation. The calling of sinners and 
placing them in a state of justification are the intermediate links uniting 
predestination and glorification. So then '' they are before the throne." 
According to Divine purpose, the goodwill and pleasure of God, that the 
glory of His grace and the grace of His glory may be magnified in their 
eternal happiness, exalted glorv, and everlasting felicity. 
: The condition of the glorified is the full development, enlargement of 
faculties, and increased spiritual intellect, all of which were possessed 
here on earth. Their faith has grown into sight, and hope into full 
fruition. The limited and feeble capacities, and restrained conceptions 
of redemption, have given place to full glorious vision of " the Lamb in 
the midst of the throne." This is not the reason of their blessed condition. 
'The reason, perhaps, bett1:r, the ground of their being "before the 
throne " is rather to be traced to the fact that the Lamb of God shed 
His precious blood to make expiation for sin, and that through the 
merciful yet invincible operations of the Holy Spirit, they were led to fully 
realize their great need of the application of that priceless blood shed on 
Calvary. Hence they unitedly as<;ribe " salvation to our God ! " So 
then we may say that by the grace of God, and the leading of the Holy 
Spirit, they found an open fountain, and "washed their robes '' Two 
very important things are implied iri this cleansing. The forgiveness of 
all sin, which is indicated by their having washed in the blood ; and 
renewal of character is set forth by their robes being white and clean
robes being emblematical of character. It is their being pardoned, justi
fied by Divine grace ; that is the strict and proper reason of their 
admission to the position they now occupy in the immediate presence of 
the ,throne. I know of no other reason, and, as far as I know and 
understand my Bible, no person can be admitted into hea,en-without 
the precious blood of the Lamb being· applied in cleansing him from 
sin. As I pen these words I am thinking of Charlotte Elliott's sweet 
hymn, which forms a true expression of real-prayer to spiritually-minded 
men:-

" Just as I am-and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot ; 
To Thee whose blood oan oleanse each spot, 

0 Lamb of God I come." 

The words before us remind us of the whereabouts of our friends. 
'l'hey are in the immediate presence of God- · 

"BEFORE THE T}IRONE," 

Throne is used for that magnificent seat whereon sovereign princes 
usually sit to receive the homage of their subjects. We think of Solomon's 
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throne. "There was not the like made in any kingdom." It was ivory, 
plated with gold. The ascent was by six steps, the back was round, 
and two arms supported the seat. Twel,e golden lions, one on each side 
o!" every step, made a principal part of its ornaments. A very imposing 
sight! 

Sometimes throne is put for sovereign power and dignity ; it is 
the symbol of royalty and regal authority. " The Lord's throne is in 
heaven." It is described as•• a glorious high throne from the beginning." 
It is of eternal duration, "Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever." "Justice 
and judgment are the habitation of Thy throne ; " and " God sitteth on 
the t,hrone of His holiness." John tells us that he "saw a great white 
throne." Before this throne that of Solomon is insignificant, and sinks 
into obli,ion. Indescribable as the throne of God may be to finite 
mortals, yet that. is the throne before which the saints who dwell on high 
stand. What a grand position to occupy l What a glorious prospect 
for us who remain for a " little while '' in the path of tribulation ! 

No doubt there are times when you and I, dear reader, are troubled 
as to whether we shall reach that place of rest, peace, joy, and eternal 
abundant life. I would remind you of the Word, " He who has begun 
the good work will also perfect iL " (Phil. i. 6). If God has begun His 
work in us, we may take that as the pledge of consummation. The seed 
has in it all the plant will be ; and so the seed of God's purpose has in 
it the stem of His call, the foliage of His justification, and the fruit of 
His glory. Under the gracious influence of these truths, we take heart► 
and sing the immortal Toplady" s words :-

" My na.me from the palms of His ha. nds 
Eternity will not erase; 

Impressed on His heart it remains, 
In marks of inde!il ,le grace ; 

Yes, I to the end sba.11 endure, 
As sure as the earnest is given; 

More happy, but not more secure, 
The glorified spirits in heaven." 

There remains one more thought I would just set down, viz., the 
serrice is uninterrupted. I imagine that the service, of whatever nature 
it may be, is perfect, free from all blemish, defilement, or stain. A 
service without weariness, or lack of energy or interest. It is continuous► 
for they " serve God day and night." There can be no possible break, 
because " there is no night there." The inhabitants need no cessation, 
all that wukness of body, all that is mortal, all that which is likely to 
hinder in holy and perpetual service shall be left behind. 

67, Endwell Road, S.E. 

" To venture on sin to avoid danger, is to sink the ship for· fear of 
pirates."-Annesley. 

"WERE iL not for needy, helpless, thirsting sinners, Christ would 
have no customers. The blessings of grace and glory would, as it were, 
lie upon His hands."-Arrowsmith. 

" HE that provided for Adam without his care, and still provides for
all the creatures without their care, will not let those who trust Him 
want any good thing. He that feeds His birds, will not starve His 
babes."-M. Henry. · 
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S F AGE. 
BY H. 8. L. 

Feretltered Follc. No, 4.-Barhets, Bulhul.3, Brthhler.3, &c. 

BARBETS are tropical birds, brilliantly coloured, frequenting forests, 
groves, and sometimes gardens near to houses in the districts where 

they make their abode. They don't appear to care to travel much, one 
<Jpecies keeping to one side of a Himalayan valley, and never crossing 
over to the other side, while another species thrive and multiply in their 
own particular domain opposite, and each practically says, " ~ o 
connection with the folk yonder." 

They do not come to Europe, Australia, or Northern Asia, but are 
found in other parts of Asia, Africa, and some parts of America. They 
usually keep to tree-tops, though they sometimes creep among small 
bushes and underwood, feeding on fruit, seeds, and sometimes on insects, 
especially in America. They do not flock together much, although 
many of them may be seen on the same fig-tree when the fruit is ripe. 
They do not like coming down to the ground, and only do so when food 
is scarce, or if they are disturbed, and compelled to leave their elevated 
position. Their voice is loud and ringing, and heard at mid-day, or in 
the moonlight, when everything is quiet, is said to be very striking in 
its power. 

For nests they simply scrape holes in soft or decayed tree branches, 
the chips left at the bottom making the bedding for the family. The 
doorway is round and neatly finished, and the house is a few inches high. 
They lay three or four bright white eggs, oval, rather long, and nearly 
alike at both ends. April or May is the nesting time in North India. 
They do not appear to eat small birds ·when in their free state, but one 
that was kept in an aviary in Colombo killed all the little ones that he 
could get hold of, even hiding behind anything that would shelter him, and 
pouncing unawares upon his prey, whicll he would beat upon the ground, 
and devuur whole. Being placed by himself in a cage he tried at first to 
demolish his house by boring a hole in a weak spot, and then swinging 
himself so as to bring all his weight to bear upon it ; and he made a 
pickaxe of his bill, with which he dealt resounding blows upon the sides 
of his prison. Prevented from making his escape, he was at first sulky, 
and refused to eat ; but apparently thinking better of it after a day or 
two he set to work in a different direction, and fed upon whatever was 
offered him with ravenous eagerness. 

Bulbuls are somewhat like thrushes, they have shor.t legs, and wings 
very much rounded ; the red-whiskered Bulbul lives in India, and is said 
to be very lively, generally seen upon the move, and chirruping its 
pleasant little song. It lives on fruits and seeds, and so takes peas, 
strawberries, and the like from the gardens, though occasionally it eats 
insects. The deep cup-shaped nest is made of moss, small roots, and t~e 
like, and is neatly lined with hair and down. The Madras Bulbul 1s 
very similar in its habits, but its notes are harsher. Bulbuls are often 
kept for fighting with other birds, being held on the finger with a cord 
attached, and they are said to be very fierce, and to hold on to t~eir 
antagonist with bull-dog tenacity. Some have called these birds 
" Ceylon Nightingales," though really the notes are by no mem1s 
musical, the quick, animated manners of the little creatures no doubt 
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constituting their chief charm ; and they are often kept there as tame 
pets. 

In Persia the birds called Bulbu]s· are a species of Nightingale, and 
the Persians speak of thtm singing" a thousand notes." They come with 
th~ ro~e in the spring, and d1op11,rt with it when summer is over, 
nugratmg to warmer quarters for the winter. 

Bush Babblers and Tree Babblers are also something like thrushes ; . 
they are found in Africa and Asia. Some kinds are much larger than 
others; and they are strong, lively birds, fond of bushes and rinderwood .. 
The Bush Babblers of Palestiue are. seen in the oases around the Dea,d. 
Sea, and are sometimes described as '· llopping Thrushes,'' and some
times as '' Mocking Birds, ' though the true Mocking Bird . belongs to 
America. These Babblers are very numerous in the hot region under 
the hills of Moab, in the ancient platn of Shittim ; a few live aJ1'.}ong tl1!l 
shrubs of Engedi, and are occasionally seen to :the ~orth-west of the 
Dead Sea. 

This particular species does not seem. to be met with elsewhere,;. 
they are sociable and noisy, and go in small parties, hopping along· the 
ground, with perking tails, in a 10ng procession, then-running up a \lush 
one after the other, loudly talking to each other all the ,while ; an.d when 
the tra.eller approaches down they drop one by ·.one, running again on_ 
the ground before him, and up the next tree in the same style a1:1 before, 
The nest is large and clumsy, and always fixed in. the middle of a 
thorn-tree, from whence it cannot be very easily removed, It is llla.de 
of strips of _bark wo,en together, and has no lining. The eggs are dark 
green in colour, and are smaller than those of the cor.nmon thrush. The 
parent birds are very attentive to their young ones, and c;are for them 
some time after they leave the nest. ·They feed almost entirely upon the 
l,erries of the jujube, which are obtainable all the year round. · 

The Black-cap Warbler is a sweet singer, about. six inches long, the 
female larger. It comes to us in the spring and stays till the autumn. 
It feeds first on ivy berries, then on moth's eggs, and aftez·wards on 
cherries, strawberries, and other things. As its name implies, the top 
part of the male bird's head is black, and the rest of the body shades 
from brown to grey. The song is considered almost equal to the 
nightingale's. 

So once more we leave our feathered folk for the present, reflecting 
upon the boundless wisdom, skill and glory of Him who made such an 
almost endless rnriety of curious, beautiful, and interesting creatures, not 
only to show forth His own praise, but also to cheer, gratify, and instruct 
UE His human workmanship. 0, that each dear reader may be led to see, 
admire. and experience the wonders of His new creating power, and be 
enabled adoringly to say," We are His workmanship," His poiema, His 
poem, His highest, noblest creation in Christ Jesus, being born again, 
and made partakers of His heavenly life and holiness, so that henceforth 
and for ever we are His, and His alone. Amen. 

" No man dare ask of God so much as He ie ready and willing to 
give."-Lutker. · 

" A GOOD man suffers evil and doth good : a natural man suffers good 
and doth evil."-Sibbes. 
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SOMK HISTORIC . BAPTIST . CHURCHES. 

I. ·n.-E;AH'r LONDQN. COMMERCIAL STREET (continuerl). 

WJLL our readers please make a special note of the facts contained in the few 
ehort paragraphs which follow :-

The Church now worshipping in Commercial Street Baptist Chapel is the 
, OLDEl:IT PARTICULAR BAPTIST CHURCH JN LONDON, 

eo fe.re.e documentary evidence shows ; being formed (ae explained last month) 
in September, 1633. It was founded on Calvinistic doctrine, and open 
communion practice, It fa just nineteen yeard older than the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle Church. 

· Commercial Street is Particular Baptist. It began with open table; it 
practice~ now strict communion. 

·The Metropolitan Tabernacle is Particular Baptist. It began with the 
practice of strict communion ;· it now has open table. 

The Devonshire Square Church [now at Stoke Newington], which was 
formed for the very purpose of bearing witness to strict communion principle, 
in 1638, to-day keeps a pronouncedly op,m table. This Church is fourteen 
years older than the Metropolitan Tabernacle Church. 

The Commercial Street Church was formed, and chose its first pastor, 
John Spilsbury, in the year of the publication of the" Book of Sports," when 
Charles the First was King, and Land Archbishop ; trnly in troublous times. 
Its_ second pastor, chosen about 16i0, was one John Northcott. The third, 
Hercules Collins, was ordained in 1677 ; he was at one time a fellow-prisoner 
;with Pastor Bampfield (the famous Seventh-day Baptist) and other worthies, 
in old Newgate Prison, for the truth's sake. During Collins's pastorate the 
Church removed from Old Gravel Lane to their new Meeting House, which 
they ·had built in James Street, Stepney. In 1720 came pastor number four, 
in the per80n of Clendon Dawkes, from ·wellingborough, who, however, 
resigned in 1726, and went to Colliers' Rents, and finally settled at Herne! 
Hempstead. He. was n9ted for his extremely strict Calvinistic views. Then 
followed, in 1726, the settlement of Samuel Wilson, the fifth undershepherd, 
who came to them from another Church at that time worshipping in 
Goodman's Fields. I{e was. the son of a schoolmaster of much repute at 
I3rit;tol, and was remarkable for his learning. He was a contemporary of Dr. 
John Gill, both of them being lecturers at Lime Street in conjunction with 
leading ministers of other denominations. These discourses (afterwards 
published) are esteemed among the best defences of Calvinism. During 
Wilson's pastorate the Church increased, and in 1730 they built and remo\·ed 
to their third sanctuary, in Little Prescott Street, then known as Rosemary 
Branch, where much prosperity was enjoyed, until the pastor's death, which 
occurred m 1748. 

Then followed several years during which the Church had no pastor. At 
this time the pulpit was frequently occupied by Thomas Llewellyn, LL.D., a 
member of the Church, bapti-zed by Mr. Wilson shortly before his death. It 
was of him that Dr. Rippon said, '' Dr. Llewellyn has more classical learning 
thi;in any minister amongst Protestant dissenters." 

An amusing incident occurred in connection with another of their invita
tions. 

In 1752 their attention was directed· to Mr. Day, then minister at 
Wellington, Mr. Aaron Ward, bookseller, and Mr. lfrederic Bull (afterwards 
Lord Mayor of London), visited him with many entreaties. Part of the con
versation of the deputation with Mr. Day took place in his garden, near to a 
·malt house, wher(l one Joseph Chorley overheard the London gentlemen saying 
that removal was a justice which Mr. Day owed to his family, as he would be 
IJlUCh better provided for, &c. Joe did not wait to hear more, but ran out to 
procure some of the friends to go and remonstrate with these strangers. 
Before he could get anybody, he saw that their horses were led out, 11.nd that 
they were ready to mount. "Now or never," thought Joseph, and in the 
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lenitude of his zeal, he laid hold of the horses, one with each hand, and told 
the gentlemen that they were acting much out of character to come and 
tempt their minister; t!iat the souls of the poor were of as much value as 
those of the rich, and that the robbers of Churches were the worst robbere. 

James Fall was one of the brethren who supplied the pulpit durin~ this 
long interval ; and it was a difference of opinion respecting his suitability for 
the office of pastor that caused a division of the Church in 1752; one party 
removing, and finally founding the new Cause in Little Alie Street with Mr. 
Fall as their pastor, the chapel being opened for Divine worship in June, 1754. 

At this distance of time, and with our scanty materials, it is impossible 
for us, even if it were expedient, to judg·e of the merits or demerits of either 
side. Doubtless a "root of bitterness" is evil-divisions, strifes are evils, 
but God over-rules evil for good, and I think the subsequent history of these 
sister Churches is a proof of this. SAMUEL BANKS. 

The Harbinger, Southwood Road, New Eltham, S.E., March, 1!102. 

CHRIST WILL HAVE His PEOPLE-Hrs BODY-WITH Hr:M IN 
GLORY.-"As Ere was made· a rnost excellent woman, both for the 
endowments of body and mind, so Adam in ianocency did doubtless love 
her perfectly. She was ef him,from him,for him, and made to be with 
him. All this is but a shadow of the Oburch, Christ's Bride. The first 
Adam's love to his rare wife, was nothing to Christ's love to His Bride ; 
yea, Christ is not only the Head of the body, and the Husband tbereof, 
but Christ is to the Church as our souls are to our bodies ( I Cor. vi. 17). 
All the life, power, and ability of our bodies naturally flow from the 
soul dwelling in Christ. If the soul be never so happy (as 'the spirits 
of just men made perfect' are), yet it hath a happy longing in its 
glori:fir,d state for a re-union with the body. So Christ, 'the quickening 
Spirit' (I Cor, xv. 45), bath a great happy desire of having His glorified 
body with Him where He is (John xvii. 24)."-'-R. Traill. 

THE LIFE OF ALL DOCTRINE IS IN CHRIST.-" Christ Himself is 
the Sum and Substance, the Centre and Circumference, the Life and 
Vitality of all the doctrines-of all the teaching that we receive. Mark 
you, doctrine may be embraced as the outcome of the deliberations of 
the Synod of Dort, and' the five points' thereof may be used as five 
spikes upon which to impale Arminians; but I have something better to 
-do. The Scripture, of truth rE>vealing Christ to my heart are good 
enough for me : and, as I have said before, so say I now again, that 
Christ Himself is the life of all trne doctrine. It is He Who cheers my 
heart with every promise spoken home by the power of His Blessed 
Spirit. Separate any truth of God's Blessed Book from living oneness 
with Christ, and-what have we? Simply a dry and barren dogma. 
Kothing more or less."-T. Bradbury. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF DILIGENT ATTENDANCE ON THE PUBLIC 
MEANS OF GRACE.-" You that are tradesmen are troubled if you 
happen to be abroad when a good customer cometh to deal with you : 
the ordinances of God are the market for your souls ; if you had not 
been abroad with Esau you might have received the blessing, and gone 
away richly laden from a prayer meeting, from the Word, and the' Lord's 
Supper;" but you lose your advantages for want of attent.ion."-T. 
Manton. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATIOS OF 
STRIOT BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

ANNUAL MEETINGS, 
ON Ma.rob 11th ma.ny friends a.ssembled 
a.t Brixton 'fa.berna.ole to celebra.te the 
thirty-first a.nniversa.ry of our beloved 
ABROOiation. 

When the proceedings commenced, a.t 
10.30, a. la.rge number of paRtors a.nd 
delegates were present, only teu 
Churches being unrepresenteil. 

The President, pa.stor G. W. Thoma.a, 
occupied the oha.ir. 

After the hymn, "How plea.sed and 
bleat was I," &c., ha.d been sung, and 
Psa. cxxii. rea.d, pastor R. E. Sea.re 
offered pra.yer. 

The cha.irma.n, in giving a word of 
welcome to the pa.store a.nd deleg-ates, 
rema.rked that, in connection with the 
da.y's proceedings, the words, " Whither 
the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord," 
ha.d been upon his mind, a.nd he rejoiced 
in these a.nnual excursions to a centra.l 
pla.oe when brethren, united in defence 
of those truths most surely believed, 
ga.thered to celeb'ra.te ·God's goodneRs. 
He· hoped the pra.yer offered would be 
a.nswered a.nd the Spirit would preside 
over all tbe meetings. 

The Annna.l Report was rea.d by the 
Secreta.ry, brother F. T. Newman. This 
was very enconra.g-ing, telling of pro
l!'ress and blessing, a.n increase of 
Churches, pa.store, members and 
scholars. We were sorry to hea.r tha.t 
whilst the!'e were more schola.rs, there 
were fewer tea.chers. a.nd trust many 
members, constrained by love to Christ 
and the children, will volunteer to .fill 
the va.oa.nt pla.ces where teachers are 
required. The various funds had been 
well ma.intained. Reference was made 
to the decease of our late esteemed 
Secretary, Mr. John Box, and it was 
further stated the death-roll was 
heavier than usual. 

The reports of the Sunday-school 
Committee, Pa.store' a.nd Widows' 
Benevolent Fund, and E. V. Trust were 
a.lso presented, 

Brother Mitchell, in a very practical 
speech, urged the friends to endeavour 
to ang-ment the amount of the Benevo
lent Fund. Will friends who have the 
means kindly note, and ~end subscrip
tions to the Secretary, Pastor G. W. 
Thoma.a. 

The committee appointed to consider 
the question of Home Mission work has 
as yet nothing definite to announce, but 
it was hoped progress would be reported 
at the half-yearly meeting. 

At this juncture the President, as one 
of the old members of Soho, of which 
Church the late Mr. J. Box was pastor, 
feelingly alluded to our brother's de-

cea.se, and sug"gested that a.n inscription 
be inRerted in the Minute Book record
ing the fact. This having heen seconded 
by a.nether old member, J.E. Flegg, was 
heartily agreed to. 

Brother G. W. Thomas welcomed the 
following newly-chosen pastors into thP. 
Association-S. Banks (Eltbam), 8, 
Hntcbin~on (Wood Green), G. W. Clark 
(Wilton-square), and S. J. Veysey 
(Lewisham). Our brother then va.cated 
the chair, looking none the worse for 
Weitor, having intro1nced the new Presi
dent and Vice-President, brethren 
Mutimer and Sears. 

Brethren R. Mutimer a'ld J. E. Flegg 
were appointed to represent the Asso
cia.tiou at the annual meetings of the 
Norfolk and Suffolk Association. 

The invitation nf the Chnrch at 
Richmond to hold the halt-yearly 
meeting there was accepted. 

Various other matters of business 
having been disposed of, the representa
tives and others adjourned to the 
schoolroom, where they partook of the 
good fa.re provided for bodily needs by 
Mrs. Cornwell a.nd other helpers. 

The afternoon meeting commenced a.t 
2.40, brother Mutimer presiding, ThA 
opening hymn, "Glorious things of 
thee are spoken," &c., having been sung, 
the chairm"n read the 72nd Psalm and 
pastor A. ,J. Veysey soug-ht the Lord'R 
blessing. Prayer was a.lso offered by 
brother Abbott. Pastor C. West suppli
cated on behalf of our land, and brother 
Millwood leil ns in prayer for the 
Church a.t Keppel-street in their pre
sent crisis. 

Pastor Ra.nsom, from Suffolk. was 
then warmly welcomeu by our Presi
dent, himself a Snffollt man, who re
l!'retted that the other brother expected 
(Mr. S K. Bland) was unable to be 
present. 

According to custom, a di!!'est of the 
letters received from the Churches in 
the Assooiation. together with statistics 
furnished, was given. 

The addresses, which were then 
delivered, all had a bearing upon our 
present needs. 

The first speaker ,vas onr esteemed 
brother, Mr. J. Bush. After refer
ring to the condition of the Chnrche~. 
he went on to say that the one great 
thing necessary for all activity and for 
life-tor movement and progress-is 
fo,·ee. The best machinery might be 
possessed, the best organisa.tion exist, 
the most perfect ministry had, but 
unless there is force or life, these 
things would be rather in the way than 
not, and the speaker then proceeded to 
deal with the only power or force 
effectual for carrying on the great 
work of the Association-the power of 
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tbe Holy Spirit. The Acts of the 
Apostles, which might well be styled 
the actR of the Holy Ghost tbroul!'h the 
apostles\ brought ont in manv different 
ways tne working of God's Spirit 
through instrumentalitv-instrnments 
o_f Hie own choosing. He oa.lled a.tten
t,on to the fa.et that the command given 
hy Jesus to the a.poetles wa.s under the 
direct. infl.a.,nce of the Spirit of God 
(Acts i. 2). Vere~ 8 shows ns the wa.y in 
which the power was obta.ined, where 
He ss-ys, "Ye •ha.II receive power after 
that the Holy Ghost i• come upon yon." 
If we are to be filled with the Spirit, we 
shall be waiters upon Him. Do werwa.it 
•nfflciently upon the Holy Ghost 1 We 
need to be filled with the Spirit-and 
why? Bena.use of the demomtration of 
power which must follow. To be true 
livinl!' witnesses we must have this 
which applies equally to ministers and 
people. Money is a great power-posi
tion is power-but the great power 
necessary is the power of the Spi_rit. 
We are encouraged to seek this, for" If 
ye, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much 
more will your heavenly Father give 
His Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him?" 

The next speaker to whom we listened 
with plea•nre and profit was our friend 
from Suffolk, pastor Ransom. His 
•nbject was, "For me to live is Christ.'' 
He referred to the work in Norfolk and 
Suffolk and the needs of these Churches. 
He felt one need wss consistency of 
character, consistency of living, con
sistency in our words, movements, and 
works, that we were living to Chriet 
might be manifest in everythinl!' we 
sonl!'ht to do. Paul was an example to 
both preachers and believers. Paul had 
a good foundation for what he here 
declares. The Lord was the Author of 
life, and life was manifested in regener
ation. Christ should be the nbject of 
that life-the preacher to preach Christ, 
the Christian to live Christ. 

Pastor C. A. Guy, of Gravesend, 
followed, and in a clear, concise, and 
interestinl!' address dwelt upon the 
necessity for a clear enunciation of our 
distinctive principles. 

The Vice-President, in a pithy speech 
on the present position of the Churches, 
brought to a close a happy afternoon's 
meeting. 

The evening meeting was presided 
over by brother Mutimer. The Vice
President read portions of Isa. li. and 
Iii., and brother Marsh offered prayer. 

A vote of thanks was heartily ac
corded the pastor and friends at Brixton 
Tabernacle for the use 1of the building 
and the provision they had made. 

sppea.r in the pages of this ms1ra.zine, 
The colleotions amounted to £20 8s. :lid, 
The meetin1rs throughout were peace
ful, nna.nimous, enthusiastic, and stimu
lating, snd we felt we oouM. heartily 
sing, " Praise God from Whom all 
blessings II.ow." . 

JAMES E. FLEGG, 

NUNHEAD GREEN BAPTIST 
CHAPEL. 

TUE!IDAY. January 2bt, was a day 
which will lonl!' be remembered in the 
snnale of this Church, whPn our beloved 
brot~er. Mr, J oPepb R. Debnam, was 
pnbholy reoog:iised as the pastor. Such 
numbers have not been seen in this 
s!'not1;1ary. for many years, and we be
lieve it will prove the beirinninl!' of a 
-pro•perons fnt11re for .this Church. 

The ohair was occupied in the after
noon by Mr. E. White of Woolwiob 
who read a portion of 'the Word, and 
called upon brother Smith of Ayles-
bury, to lead in prayer ' 

Mr. White then gave' a short address 
a1;1d said he was very glad to welcom~ 
his dear brot~er Debnam, who was no 
stranger to him, having worked with 
him for some years in Suffolk. 

The '11,/Jt1&re of a Gospel Ohuro1,, was 
then stated by Mr. ThoA. Jones, of New 
Cro~s, who said he heartily wished 
brother Debnam God-Apeed in the truest 
sense of the word. and hoped the mem
bers and friends would treat him 
k!ndly, use him sparingly, pray for 
him fervently, and support him liber
aU-y. He based his remarks upon apart 
of the 28th verse · of Acts xx. " The 
Church of God." He traced the Church 
through the MoA11.io dispensation to the 
present time. The foundation of the 
Church is laid upon the pnrpoHe and 
~bject of God; it is built upon the 
impregnable Kock, even Chriet call
ing to mind Christ's words, ' "The 
gates of hell sha.ll not prevail against 
it.~ All its vigour is derived from its 
being cemented to its irloriouii Head, its 
~e1;11b~rs are effectually called by the 
1nv1ncible grace of God, and emanci
pated from the thraldom of sin. The 
pastor-elect then related his call by 
grace and call to the ministry with a 
clear outline of those things most surely 
believed amongst us,• 

LEADINGB OF PROVIDENCE, 
Brother Taylor (deacon) said that in 

tracing the way in which the Lord h&ll 
led them in inviting brother Debnam to 
the pastorate, he must go back to fifteen 
or sixteen months ago, soon after they 
commenced to engage supplies regu
larly. About this time he happenecfto 
mention to a friend that they were in 
need of good brethren to supply their 
pulpit, when he said, "Why not try Mr. The President delivered his inaugural 

address on '' The Signs of the Times" 
which was followed by papers by breth
ren Thomas and Belcher. These will E.•J:n abstract. next month, if possible,-
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Debnam 7 I am sure the friends would 
like him." So he wrote to Mr. Debnam, 
asking him to plaoe a Sonday at their 
service, and reoeived a reply from him, 
promising to serve them on Lord's-day, 
January 13th last year. After the ser
vioe~ of that day, and on subsequent 
oooasions when he preached for them, 
many testified that the Word had been 
greatly blessed to them. And it having 
come to hie knowledge that Mr. Deb
nam had long desired that the Lord 
would open a way for his removal to 
London, they deoided to call the mem
bers together, with 11, view to ascertain 
their feelings in the matter, when they 
were practically unanimous in their 
desire that he might be brought among 
them ae their under-shepherd. They 
accordingly sent him a letter, inviting 
him to the pastorate, and eventually 
received a reply from him, saying that, 
after much prayer, he felt constrained 
to accept their invitation. 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE PASTORATE. 
Mr. Debnam confirmed brother Tay. 

lor's statement, and said that from the 
first time of coming to Nnnhead, he felt 
a great union to the friends, and had 
no doubt whatever that it was the 
Lord's will that he should come among 
them, 

The chairman then joined the hands 
of the pastor and the senior deacon 
(brother Wood) ae representing the 
Church. 

Tea was then served in the school
room adjoining, about 180 friends sitting 
down. 

The evening meeting was presided 
over by our esteemed brother, Mr. 
Piggott. Brother Beecher (in the 
absence of brother Pounds through 
illneee) read the Word, and earnestly 
eo~ght the Lord's blessing upon the 
umon. 

The chairman then addressed the 
meeting, giving eome good, sound, 
practical ad vice. 

CHARGE TO THE PASTOR. 
Brother Mitchell gave the charge to 

the pastor, speaking from the words in 
2 Peter iii. 1. He took the metaphor of 
the poker, which ie used to stir up the 
fire in order to make it burn brighter, 
and spoke of the necessity of vital 
godliness being maintained in the souls 
of the ministers. To be full of godliness 
needs a great deal of watchfulness, and 
diligent use of the means (the Word of 
God) and seeking communion with the 
Master. It was a great meroy the 
preaching of the Gospel was not com
mitted to angels, bnt to men of like 
passions with ourselves. The minister 
should be an ensample to the flock, in 
his walk and conversation and in his 
unworldliness, and though the true 
servant of Christ often Jelt his great 
unfitness and insuffioienoy _for the work, 
yet he said, "Let your felt weaknl'Ss in 

the Lord's work solemnize your mind 
but never paralyze your heart while Go<l 
ie your strength.'' 

CHARGE TO THE CHURCH. 
The charge to the Church was given 

by brother Marsh, who refened to the 
words in 1 Tbees. v. 12 and n. 

Mr. White then gave a short addres• 
"The Gospel put in a threefold aspect:'• 
First, the minister should be as a faith
ful steward, to deal faithfully with hie 
Master in hi~ trust. Secondly, as a 
nurse to deal tenderly with souls, 
nourishing them. Thirdly, as a father, to 
travail in birth for eouls, that the Lord 
may give him many children. The 
aspects of the Church: First, ye be
came followers of us. Secondly, to be 
ensamplee to all, for their adherence to 
the truth, and for practical Chris
tianity. Thirdly, ye are our crown of 
glory, 

After singing again, our pastor pro
posed a vote of thanks to the ministerial 
brethren, and also to our kind brother, 
Mr. Piggott, for presiding. and thanked 
all the friends representing the sister 
Churches for cheering and supporting 
us by their presence on this occasion. 
Thie was seconded by brother Wood. 

Brother Chambers announced that 
the collection amounted to £18, which 
has since been banded to our pastor. 
After prayer the meeting was brought 
to a close by singing the DJx:ology. We 
bless God and take oourage. He has 
said, "I will work, and who shall let 
it 1" W. H. TAYLOR, 

Secretary, 

KENNINGHALL.-During the last 
month there has been opened in con
neotion with the Kenninghall Churoh, 
after thorough cleansing and renova
tion, the South Lopham Mission Chapel. 
This old meeting-house has had many 
vicissitudes, and for many years past 
has been intermittently opened and 
closed. The difficulty has been, to a 
very great extent, owing to getting 
suitable supplies. Since the settlement 
of pastor F. H. Gorham at Kenninghall 
things have grown apace. fie has every 
Thursday evening coi.ducted eervices, 
and about twelve months ago. with the 
assistance of brethren \\,. H. Berry 
(Kenninghall), W. Bly ( Old Bucken
ham), W. Ling (Garboldisham), a 
service has been conducted every 
Sun.day afternoon. At first there was 
but a handful of people and a few 
ohildren, but although the visible 
Church waa appart1ntly dead, God had 
His people there, and unexpected 
succeses have attended these services. 
The singing at first was dull, but the 
friends vrocured a harmonium. A fair 
organist was already there, and a choir 
wa• soon formed,who have given a song 
service in the mother chai,t1l. A tran•
formation has taken place in the old 
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meeting-house, and no one who knew it 
of old would reoognise it now. A 
boarded floor has replaced the old cold 
bricks, and modern benches have re
placed the tottering forms. At the 
opening services on the 13th February a 
public tea was provided and about 
-.eventy persons attended. Pastor 
Gorham presided at the after-meetinir, 
addrePse~ were given by Mr. W. H. 
Berry Mr. W. Bly, pastor J. Dunham 
(Old Bnokenham), Mr. W. Ling, and 
Mr. W. Eaton. The devotional exerciees 
were rendered by the workman and 
master builder, which was rather 
unique. From the sm11ll number of 
seven or eight who attended the first 
meetings the attendance has increased 
to about an average of forty and. the 
best of all. God has blessed tbe effort, 
and ere long a Church will be formed.
W. H. BERRY. 

BERMONDSEY (SPA-ROAD). 
THE fourth anniversary of the pastorate 
of A. Steele was observed on Sunday, 
Mar;:h 2nd,when sermons were preached 
by the pastor-morning, John ix. 35; 
evening, Rom. i. 16. 

OLERKENWELL. - MOUNT ZION 
GOSPEL MISSION, CHADWELL·BTREET, 
The sixth annual meeting of the above 
Society was held on Thursday, March 
6th. The President, pastor E. Mitchell, 
occupied the chair, and after the open
inir exeroises the Superintendent of the 
Mission irave a brief account of the past 
year's efforts, which included the usual 
open-air and indoor weekly services, as 
well as a watch-night service, and a 
special prayer-meeting, held in January, 
to pray for an outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Mission and the workers. 
The cash statement was given by the 
~reasurer, Mr. E. Wallis, which showed 
a balance in hand of :£11. Mr. W. S. 
Millwood spoke on the need of united 
effort from all members of the Church 
if they desired expansion and spiritual 
prosperity. Mr. H. S. Nunn delivered 
an address on "What should be the 
habitual attitude of the Mission 
worker? " which he summed up in one 
expression-" Waiting for the coming 
of the Master." Mr. Nunn citE'd the 
instance of Samuel Rutherford as a 
man whose whole life was spent 
expectantly looking for Christ, and 
was, therefore, one of great blessing 
and usefulness. Pastor R. E Sears was 
the last speaker. He declared Home 
Mission work to be an infallible remedy 
for those Churches to grow which were 
in a state of increasing decrepitude. 
The meeting was very well attended, and 
the speeches were earnest and inspiring. 
Strong appeals were made for more 
workers, both as speakers and tract 
distributors, whiohare urgently needed. 

On the following Wednesday after
noon Mr. W. Jeyes Styles preached an 
excellent sermon (Job x. 12). After the 
usual tea, a public meeting was held, 
presided over by W. Bumstead, Esq. 
Brother J. Hall prayed. The pastor 
made a brief statement as to the past 
year's labours and future anticipations. 
The chairman then addressed the meet
ing in cheering and spiritually profiting 
words founded on Psa. cvii. 7, and 
interspersed the subsequent speeches 
with bright and apposite remarks. HOUNSLOW (ZOAB) .-The Sunday
Brother H. Dadswell spoke well of the school winter gatberinl<' was held on 
living Cbriet and His care of His Wednesday, February 26th when 21 
servants (Rev. ii. 1). He was followed mothers, about 180 to 190 scholars, and 
by Mr. Styles, with a characteristic some friends sat down to tea.at 5 o'clock. 
address on the particularly appropriate AttheeveningmeetingbrotherMutimer 
text, (Acts xv. 36). Brother E. Mitchell, presided. The report of the past year 
in his usual genial vein, spoke whole· was read by Mr. Grimmett, the secretary. 
some words on 2 Pet. i. 16, and brother The house was full. During the evening 
H. J. Wileman interested the meeting 21 recitations were given by the children. 
in sugJ!"eAtive observations on the Good addresses were delivered by Mr. 
memorable events at Dothan (2 Kings Edwin Freeman and Mr. McKee, junr. 
vi. 13). All of the speakers made The children sang their hymns of praise 
kindly and fraternal references to ~be heartily. It is good to know that the 
pastor and hie work at Spa-road. children's voices gained the ear of the 
Hearty thanks were accorded to the loving Jesus when on earth. We had 
chairman. the speakerP, and all who also on the table a beautiful show of 
had in their eeveral ways contributed library books, a new grant of :£4 worth, 
to the succeAs of the meeting. making up a thorough library. One of 

The attendance, both in the afternoon our scholars had a badge from the 
and evening, was exceptionally good, a Sunday-school Union for attending 511 
number of the pastor•~ old and personal times during the past five years; we 
friends coming from long distances to had others reaching almost to the same 
bid him God-speed on the occasion. amount of attendance. There was a 
A.ltogether the meeting was of that pleasing statement of garments made 
bright and happy character that has up by our Band of Hope, Girls' and 
hitherto distinguishetl the gatherings Mothers' Fortnightly Meetings, which 
at Spa-road. All praise to our God. The was very cheering. The meeting proved 
total collections on Sunday and Wed- a successful one. May lasting effects 
nesday exceeded £15. I follow by the incorruptible seed sown 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 127 

in the hearts of the children by the 
Holy Spirit, who testifies of one when 
on earth who said, "Soffer the little 
children to come unto Me, and forbid 
them not." On the previous Sunday 
the 23rd, each child received a reward 
hook, amongst them being some Bibles 
and 'restaments. Altogether over £5 
worth of books were dietriboted.-0. J., 
Supt. 

ALDRINGHAM.-The teachers held 
their annual tea on Febr11ary 22nd. 
Abo11t 100 sat down, including 45 
scholars, members of the I,B.R.A., who 
were also entertained free. A social 
followed, with Mr. H. M. Morling in 
tbe chair, who addressed words of 
exhortation and encouragement to the 
ieachers and scholars. The teachers 
and friends followed with addresses. A 
dialog11e was given on "Romanism v. 
Protestantism," which was appreciated. 
The superintendent ooncloded a profit
able evening with a brief speech, in 
which he referred to hie fifteen years' 
superintendence. He often wondered 
where all the old scholars that had 
passed through his hands had gone to, 
and whilst thankful for those that had 
put on a good profession, yet he 
believed there would yet be others who 
wo11ld have to thank God for t;his 
Sunday-school, and this encouraged him 
to press on. On Sunday, March 2nd, 
Mr. Morling, at the unanimous invita
tion of the Church, commenced the 
pastorate. A pleasing feature of the 
day was the baptism of four candidates: 
may these be but the earnest of a useful 
pastorate. 

WOOD GREEN. 
AN inspiring service was held on 
•rueeday, Feb. 25th, at Park Ridings 
Baptist Chapel, in connection with the 
ninth anniversary of the Tract Society. 
Brother Moule, of Soho, occupied the 
chair, and read a few verses from 
Luke x. Brother Whitaker asked the 
Divine blessing on the meeting. 

The secretary (brother Kyte) rendered 
a report of the past year's work, fall of 
thankfulness and gratitude to Ord for 
help bestowed. Its object was to win 
souls-" He that winneth souls is wise." 
•rhe workers had realiaed a stimulus 
from the spirit of praJer manifested on 
their behalf. They hoped soon to be 
able to didtribute fortnightly instead 
of monthly. Cheerittg Words was the 
tract distributed, and 400 a month had 
been circ11lated in the neighbourhood, 
and a word spoken here and there where 
opportunity presented itself. '.l'he 
workers were thankful to God for send
ing a president (pastor S. H11tohinson). 
There were six distributors, and they 
hoped soon to add to that number, The 
subscriptions had increased since the 
previous year. 

The chairman briefly addressed the 
meeting, wishing the Society much 
blessing, and pointed t'l the first verse 
of the chapter read-" The Lord . , . 
sent them two and two before His face 
into every city and i;lace whither He 
Himself would come." This our brother 
applied to tract distributors. He said 
many have been the results through 
the silent messenger. One he called 
our attention to, viz., that it was 
through a tract the honoured and 
saintly Dr. Doddridge was brought to 
the Lord. 

Pastor Fells moved the adoption of 
the report, and heartily wished the 
workers God-speed. Our brother directed 
us to Acts viii., where we are told God's 
people were persecuted for following 
the Lord. Yet they went everywhere 
preaching the Word. And there was 
great joy in the city. Our brother said 
wherever the Uospel comes in its saving 
and beneficent power it always pro
duces joy. There is joy in finding 
Obrist, following Christ, witnessing for 
Christ, and silent testimony for Christ. 
The li1e is that which telis. 

Pastor J, E. Flegg then seconded the 
adoption of the report, and said as all 
the purposes of (lod shall be fulfilled 
why di•tribute tracts 1 Because it is 
the will of God. The underlying 
thought in the report he detected was 
that the workers desired the Spirit to 
bless the words which were delivered. 
If we have received any good from a 
particular source it is binamg upon us 
to recommend it. The Lora gives us 
the Word and promises to bless it. The 
proclamation of the Word is ours, the 
inbreathing is the Lord's. We want 
nothing else in our spiritual work but 
the Word of God. 

Pastor E. Mitchell said he was glad 
to hear that the Wood Green Cause had 
a Tract Society. He referred to the fact 
that there has sprung up a class ot 
JJeople that directly you begin to speak 
about spreading the Go•JJel you are 
termed unsound. Dr. R .. wker wrote 
many tracts, and he was sound enough. 
We are bound to spread the truth in 
every possible way, leaving the results 
in the hand of a gracious God. There is 
a reflex action w bich occurs by the 
distribution of tracts. They who serve 
are rewarded in their work-I will not 
say /i11· their service. We are serving 
ourselves when we serve our Master. 
There is also a benefit to thioChurch on 
account of the Tract Society. 

Pastor E. Mardh's address was very 
acceptable and applicable. His text 
was-" My Word shall not return unto 
Me void." 

Our pastor directed our minds to 
Luke viii. 39: "Return to thine own 
house, and show how great things God 
bath done unto thee," &c. A few 
suggestive questions brother Hutchin-
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son put to the meeting and answered filled, The sohoolroom behind the 
them profitably. Two of them were- pulpit was opened to aooommodate 
What right have you in publishinl{ the many other friends. In addition to our 
trut~? and What is your inspiring scholars and other young folk the 
mot1~e 1 I audience numbered about 220. The 

T~1s ~elpful meeting was conoluded programme for the evening consisted of 
by smgmg and prayer. The collection nine speoial leaflet hymns-whioh the 
amounted to £3 12~. l0d. To the Lord scholars had learned under the able 
be all the praise. tuition of our brother J. Coombes,

FARN'HAM.-The friends meeting 
for worship herP. have pre~ented the 
retiring pa~tor (Mr. A. H. Wright) with 
a beautilul dinner service in blue and 
gilt. We trust our brother's health 
may soon be c,1mpletely restored, and a 
door of usefulness opened for him in 
Zion. 

BRIGUTO:"1 (EBENEZER).-A very 
gr.i.tifying fervice was held on Lord's
day evening, March 2nd. The pastor 
(Mr. S. Gray) preached an appropriate 
sermon from Paa.. cxlv. 18, ·'The Lord 
is nigh unto all them that call upon 
Him." After tt-e sermon at the Lord's 
Table, he gave the right hand of fellow
•hip to thirteen new members, it being 
the record number by one during his 
pastorate : others are seeking baptism. 
Surely" The Lord is nigh unto all them 
that call upon Rim." May He repeat 
many more such blessed seasons.-O. 
ROOM, Deacon. 

STO~EHOUSE.-The little Church is 
greatly encouraged in this place, and 
the blessing of the Lord on the Word 
preached and taught in the Bible-class 
is constre.i n ing several to follow their 
Lord in His appointed way. A neat 
card of " welcome" is circulated in the 
di,trict, and a hand extended to th,,se 
who h&ve &ttended no place of worship. 
Mr. Lewis is vi~iting from house to 
house &nd circuhting Gospel literature, 
visiting the sick, and encour&ging 
young and old to the services. A Bible
claBB for young men has been com
menced, where eight to ten are regularly 
studying the Word. The Young 
Women's Bible-class continues very 
encouraging. Our esteemed brother 
Niblett has been quite laid aside, 
evidently the heavy labour and anxiety 
of the la.at twelve months in the c&use 
has told its tale on our brother's consti
tution. We trust, however, he may be 
raised again and long spared to us.
HOPEFUL. 

MEOPHAM.-The annual recitation 
service in connection with Sunday
school was held on Wednesday, March 
19th. Between fifty and sixty scholars 
.. ssembled at 4 30 for a well-provided 
tea.. At 5 15 the adult friends gathered 
in goodly numbers round well-spread 
tables. By 6.30 every available seat in 
the chaJJel a.nd gallery was oocupied ; 
forms placed in the a.isles were quickly 

seventeen reoitations, and distribution 
of prizes. Pastor W. A. Dale presided. 
He gave the friends a few words of 
welcome, and expressed his pleasure 
oooasioned by snob a large audience. It 
was an expression of interest in the 
children, and an encouraging apprecia
tion of the work of the scholars and 
teachers, whereb:y the projframme had 
been arranged. After a few words of 
prayer the programme was commenoed, 
·the musical part being excellently 
rendered throughout. The prizes given 
respectively to the best boy and girl 
reciter were gained by Jessie Dalton 
(who very )tindly gave it to Daisy Field; 
a lesser girl), and Douglas Bishop, a 
little boy whom all ascribed worthy. 
The excellent books presented to the 
children are of a Biblical, l!iographioall 
and historical oharaoter, and calculatea 
to instruct, inspire, and enoble their 
minds. By show of hands the soholars 
accorded Mrs. Smith a hearty vote of 
thanks for her labours on their behalf, 
and also in the same way thanked all 
friends who had contributed to the 
prize fund. In bringing our joyful 
meeting to a close, and in affectionate 
remembrance of Cissie Roots, aged 
twelve, a Rcholar, who died on March 
9th, we sang one verse of "For ever 
with the Lord." The pastor concluded 
with the Benediction. Friends gave a 
good oolleotion on behalf of renovation 
fund.-THANKFUL, 

TOLMER'S SQUARE INSTITUTE 
(DRUMMOND• STREET, HAMPSTEAD• 
ROAD, N. W ,)-The Church (late of 
Keppel-dtreet, Bloomsbury) commemo
rated the seventh anniversary of their 
pastor, H. Tydeman Chilvers, on Maroh 
18th, in the above hall, and most 
spiritual, sucoessfnk_ Christ-exalting 
services they were, .l:"astor W. Kern, ot 
Ipswich, preached in the afternoon to a 
good congregation, who felt the power 
of the testimony of the preacher, After 
the tea, of which about 180 partook, a 
public meeting was held, at which 
J. Piggott, E•q., presided. After the 
devotional pa.rt of the servioe, Mr. West 
(deacon) gave a clear and lucid state
ment relative to the Church's position, 
and the heartfelt, loving relation 
between pastor and people. He stated 
the Church had nothing definite in 
view, for up to the present every way 
had been blocked; however, they were 
working as well as praying, looking 
about for a suitable place ot worship, 
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and that a Re-building Fund had been 
on foot some t-lme. Brother Wakelin 
(senior deaoon), who was able to be 
present though in great bodily weak
ness by reason of severe affliction, also 
bore testimony to the goodness of God 
to pastor and people. Good Go•pel ad
dresses were delivered by brethren 
Bush. Marsh, Mutimer, Mitchell, Rose, 
and Kern, with the pastor ; and these 
happy services olosed with praise and 
thanksgivinl!' to our covenant God. 
The collectwns, which amounted to 
.4!31, were handed to the pastor.-ONE 
WHO WAS THERE, 

WATTISHAM.-On Feb. 21st a ser
vioe was held to welcome Mr. J. Easter, 
formerly of Bildeston, and late of Diss, 
as pastor of this Churoh. A public tea 
was provided in the schoolroom. In the 
evening a servioe was held in the chapel, 
Mr. S. K. Bland in the chair. Pl\stor S. 
Haddock, of Occold, read Phil. i. Brother 
Strickson, of Stowmarket, prayed. 
Brother S. K. Bland then spoke of his 
knowledge of the Cause at Wattisham, 
aud its former pastors, making special 
reference to the late John Cooper, also 
kindly referring to our late pastor, John 
Hazelton. The representatives of the 
Churoh gave their reasons for giving 
Mr. Easter the oall to the pastorate, 
stating that the call was unanimous. 
Our pastor was then called upon to 
aidress the meeting, but before doing 
so he said he had one duty to perform, 
viz., to present MrP, J. Cooper with a 
Devon port writing desk as an acknow
ledgment for her servioes as corres
ponding secretar;r of the Church in its 
pastorless oonditton. The pastor then 
stated his reasons for leaving DisP, and 
aooepting the call to Wattisham, also 
givinl!' a clear outline of his faith and 
pract100, which was in acoordanoe with 
our rules as an Assooiation. Mr. J. 
Cooper then thanked the friends in the 
name of his wire for the unexpected 
present. Pastor Ranson, of Somersham, 
spoke words of oounsel and enoourage
ment. Pastor Jarrett, of Sbelranger, 
spoke of bis knowledge of our pastor as 
a man of God, who nreaohed the truth 
and practised it. P.i.stor Diokerson, of 
Mendlesham, oongratulated the Churoh 
for their oboioe, and trusted that the 
union would be benefioio.l to all, and 
God-glorifying. Pastor Stooker, of 
Stowmarket, exhorted us to oontinue 
in prayer, and to look for the blessings 
promised, for faithful is He that 
promiseth. Mr. Brook, our senior 
deaoon, with a few suitable wordP, 
moved a vote of thanks to ministerial 
brethren and friends for their will• 
ing servioe and help. Besides the 
pastors mentioned were present 
brethren Baker, Blundon, Hill, ahd J. 
London. After another hymn of praise, 
the ohairman pronounoed the Bene
diction:-WILLIAM DEA YES. 

. WILTON-SQUARE (8ALKM).-Turn-
1ng over some papers the other day I 
came across the following notes of ~11 

address delivered at the harvest thanks
giving service~ at Salem. Wilton-H111are 
N., September 25th, 1900, by ou·r !at~ 
beloved friend and fellow-labourer, John 
Box. (Mr. G. W. Clark had previously 
spoken from the word•, "Know ye that 
the Lord He is Ood.") The date will 
show that it must have been almost, if 
not quite, his last public adJress pre
vious to his illness and departure for 
the better land. As such, I thought 
they might be interesting to your 
readers, and so send them on:-" It is a 
joy of heart to know that we are one of 
the kindred in Christ. Our brother', 
text was the theme at oor recent 
prayer-meeting at Soho. I feel a great 
interest in this neighbourhood. I can 
remember when it was field~, and I as a 
boy flying my kite near about the place 
where the chapel now stand~. Buildings 
become old and dilapidated, and chapels 
pass away. Mr. Flack grew white in 
service, his tender solicitude for the 
young did one good to remember. 
It is al waJ s a pleasure for me to 
come to Salem. When I entered the 
building and Raw the evidences of God'a 
bounty, I rejoiced. The flower~, &c., 
remind ns of the goodness of God. 
Saintly lives are like the perfume of 
the flower~. David said, 'Behold how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity ! ' Concem
in!!' Zion, I can say-
'There my best friends, my kindred dwell, 

There God, mv Saviour, reigns.' 
God reigning in the hearts of His people 
is like the dew descending upon the 
earth ; it caused the sweet perfume to 
arise and spread over the mountains of 
Zion. Christ in His people brings forth 
the same fruits as in Christ Himself. 
We are celebrating our harvest-a 
temporal harvest; but what or the 
spiritual harvest? We must love perish
ing as well as eamtly souls : the power 
that converts the one can alone convert 
the other. c~n tt.e success of faithful 
testimony ever be doubtful I No, for 
failure in the things of God is im
possible. Sometimes, however, it is 
hidden from our eyes. The doors of 
Salem will not be closed ; help will 
come ; the channels will be opened up 
for the supply. Hold on ; stand fast by 
the truth as exemplified in Christ; wait 
in hope, wait in expectation, and you 
will not be diea.ppointed." As I read our 
brother's word~, memory carries me 
back to the meeting, I see his bright, 
beamingoountenance; I hear the melody 
of bis fine, deep-toned voice, as, leaning 
upon the rail of the platform, he pours 
in impassioned language the deep feel
ings of bis heart ; and now, from the 
glory-land it seems as· if he was still 
saying to the sorrowing ones of earth, 
"Hold on ; stand fast by the truth as 
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exemplified in Christ.'· God give us 
graoe and strength so to do, for His 
name's sake. Amen.-JOHN WHITAKER. 
March let, 1902. 

MARGATE (MOUNT EPHRAIM). -
The eighth anniversary of the Sunday
school took place on Sunday and Mon
day, March 16th and 17th, and proved 
to be the most succedsflll yet held. The 
services on S11nday were conducted by 
Mr. H. D. Mobbs, of Southend, who 
preached morning, afternoon and even
ing to larire and attentive congrega
tions, in fact the chapel was filled 
beyond persona.I comfort; but the God
honouring addresses fully compensated 
for any inconvenience. The speaker in 
the morning based his remarks upon the 
last verse of the 14th chapter of Isaiah, 
and beautifully set forth Zion as-(1) 
,. heap of stones, (2) a heap of death, 
(3J a pillar or monument, and (4) a 
mirror or light reflector ; his remarks 
being ma.de very plain for the young 
I olk. In- the evening Rom. viii was 
thoughtfully meted out for the comfort 
and consolation of the adnlts, the after
uoon service being specially for the 
young. On Monday a. bountitnl tea was 
provided and e!ljoyed by a.bout 200 
children and friends. 'fhe public meet
ing followed, presided over by .Mr. 
Mobbs, who was supported by pastors 
Caner (of Broadst1urs) and Bloy (of 
Birchington), and other speakers. 
.lirother Camp called upon G.>d for His 
blessing. Encouraging addresses were 
given oy pa.stors Cuter and Bloy; then 
10llowed the superintend_ent, whose 
heart was overflowing . .Mr. R . .Pettman 
read his report, wnich showed the 
finances fair-the numbers of attend
ance at 92, a.ga.inst 70 last yea.r, a.nd at 
the present time HO on the books, 
&"'&inst 100. Brother Kennett, of Broad
s&airs, also added his word of praise 9,nd 
thankfulness. A good nnmber of 
recita.tions were splendidly rendered by 
the children. Tile singing of the good 
old hymns and tunes ea.lied forth 
general praise. Th~ prizes wer~ d~
tributed by the chairma.n, who in his 
nsua.l genia.l way had a word o.f 
encouragement and advice to e~h 
recipient; and although some dis
appointment was ea.used to those who 
were unable to obta.in admitta.nce, 
owing to every ava.ila.ble spa.ce being 
occuvied, yet all were th1Ank!ul tu 
Almighty God for so many mercies and 
blessings. In reviewing the past, we 
a.re led to look forward with joy that 
God's Word a.nd work shall sta.nd. The 
collections were good. All praise to our 
blessed Master, who has s11pvlied 011r 
need. 

NEW CROSS-ROAD, S.E. (ZION),
Specia.l services for lfanda.y sohofars 
a.nd young people were held from 

March 9th to 16th, preceded by meetings 
for ea.rnest prayer in oonneotion with 
the same. Addresses were given by 
pastor T. Jones, H. T. Chilvers 
(Bloomsbury), W. H. Rose (Woolwioh), 
F. Fells (Highbnry), and Messrs. T. G, 
C. Armstronll" (su_perintendent) and W. 
Stanley Martin; Mr. W. J. Nash (hon. 
sec.) conducting the service or song at 
all the gatherin_gs. The meetings were 
la.rgely attended, and a spirit of deep, 
and we trust abidinl<', interest was 
ma.nifested throughout the services. 
The outcome is with Him of Whom tbe 
apostle wroteJ.." I have planted, Apollos 
watered, but 1;tod gave the increase." 

STOKE ASH.-The annual teachers' 
tea was held on February 20th, when a 
goodly number of teachers and friendR 
sat down to tea provided by our good 
friend, Miss M. A Bea.n. A public 
meeting followed. The accounts for 
the past year proved very satisfactory, 
showin~ a. balance on the right side, 
Addresses were given by our president, 
Mr. T. W. Colson, superintendent Mr. L. 
Moss, and Messrs. Lock, Alger, and 
Rose. Our superintendent's motto to us 
for the year was, "Pray without oeas, 
ing-." Mr. Newton, of Wisbeoh, has 
kindly consented (D.V.) to conduct our 
anniverRary services on Lord's-day, Jnne 
8th. May our heavenly Father stiU 
continue to bless us as a school is the 
eunest desire of-K. C, 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner~ 
THE 95th Annual Meeting will (D.V,) 
be held on Tuesday afternoon, April 
29th, in tbe Mansion House. The chair 
will be taken at 5 o'clock by Sir C .. R, 
Ligbton, Bart., and addresses will be 
g-iven by Lieut-General Sir W. Stirlh;1g, 
K.C.B., R.A .. and other friends, 'l'iokets 
ca.n be obta.ined on application at the 
Office, and a large gathering · of the 
Society's friends is anticipated. · 

* * 
The Lady Visito~s have ~ntertai11ed 

the inmates of the Hornsey Rise Asylum 
nt a tea in the Asylum Hall, when a 
very plea•ant hour was spent. In th'e 
evening,· Mr. E. Ash delivered one of 
his beautifullv illustrated lectures upon 
"Over the Pvrenees, and throuR"h 
Spa.in." The Hall was filled by the 
pensioners and friends of the Society. 

* * 
The friends :t Enon Chapel, 

Woolwich, have again kindly devoted 
an evening to the interests of the 
Institution. After a tea., Mr. W. 
Bumstead presided over a meeting that 
was well attended, and addresses were 
,riven by the Secretary, Pastor E, 
White, and Mr. Abrahams, A generQua 
response was made to the appeal. 
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The new Quarterly Record is now 
ready, It ooMains a vortrait of the late 
Mr. John Gadsby, and other illostra, 
tions, together with sevnal artioles 
likely to interest and stimulate the 
readers of thie publioation, Coµies will 
be gladly supplied• t'! any friend8, 

The pension liet*has now reached a 
total of more than £1,000 mnntlilyi 
benoe the need of additional annua 
support is urgent. New subscribers of 
7s. and upwards will be entitled to vote 
at the lortbooming eleotion in June. 

(lone Jome. 
JOSEPH GOLDSAOK 

much beloved deacon of Nunbead Green, 
passed peacerully away on the 15th February 
last, in his 79th year, leaving a sorrowing 
widow and family. His health had for some 
time been very indifferent, but he did not 
relinqnish business until his Lord called him 
higher. Doring his lifetime he felt and 
acknowledged frequently the goodness of 
the Lord in helping him out or many a. 
difHculty, firmly relying upon his favourite 
portion, ·• Fear not for I am with thee." 
He particularly expressed t1 his dear wile a 
short time previous to his decease, the 
comfort he experienced from the words of 
Ezek. xxxvi. "Then ·wm I sprinkle clean 
water upon yon, and ye shall be clean" as 
well 11,s from the pa.rt of Iron's hymn:-

" What stream is that which swept away 
My sins just like a flood : 

N9r lets one guilty blemish stay, 
'Tie Jesus' precious blood." 

For some years he and his family, sat nuder 
the ministry of :Mr. Hanks. of Woolwich, 
whence he derived much spiritual comfort, 
but it was not until he went to Peckham 
a.nd attended the Heaton-road chapel, that 
both 1ie and his dear_ partner in life, were 
baptized by the late Mr. Mears. There he 
wa.s elected deacon and secretary under the 
ministry of Mr. Jo.mes Clark, a.nd served 
these olllces faithfully and well. Sub
sequently the Lord led him to cast in his lot 
with the newly formed Church at Nnnhead, 
where Mr. John Mead was pastor. He wns 
elected deacon and secretary of that Church, 
and many are the testimonies given of his 
devotion to His Ma•ter's service, during his 
deaconship there of over 17 years. His 
bereaved wife and family circle, feel greatly 
the irreparable los~ sustained of o. loving 
husband and father, and the Church o.n 
energetic worker and wise counsellor. Prior 
to the interment in Nnnhead Cemetery on 
the following Wednesday, his remains were 
conveyed to Nunh~ad Green chapel, where 
a. service wns conducted by the pastor, Mr. 
J. R. Debnam, assisted by the deacons, Mr. 
J. Clark, of Bethno.l Green, a.nd Mr. White, of 
Woolwich, who offered prayer. The follow
ing Sunday evening the pastor delivered an 
o.v.propriate discourse from the te:,:t Rev. 
vii. 17, "And God shall wipe nwa.y all tears 
from their eyes." 

FRANCES HOLMES, 
widow of the late William Holmes (deacon 
of Mount Zion chapel, Hill-street, Dorset
•quo.re, for 20 years), was called home to be 
for ever with the Lord, on Sunday evening, 
February 16th, aged 81 year._ For 57 year• 
she was a humble and consistent member of 

the a.hove chapel, having been ho.ptized by 
the late revered John Foreman in June 
1844, a.nd_ ehe also had the joy of seeing he~ 
t~ree children ea.lied by grace, and at one 
time member• of the same Church. Lert a. 
widow 32 year• ago. with three children 
under the age of 12 7.ear• to provide for she 
realized to the ful , the trnth of Da ~id's 
word,,,·• The Lord is my •hep herd I she.ii 
not want." She bad been a. great sufferer for 
many years, and had to be fed the last three 
years of her life, a.s she lo•t the n•e of her 
banru,. Confined to her bed for n month• 
she was always longing to go home and 
would say lo everyone that came to see her 
"nsk the dear Lord to take me home." She 
lay in a s~mi-conecioue state for a. week 
before her death. and knew no one arter the 
preceding 'l'nesda.y, passing away qnite 
peacefully at last. May we all leave as 
savoury a memory behind us n., she did, 1s 
the earnest prayer of-Yours in the bonds 
of the Gospel, THOMAS HOLl!ES. 

PASTOR JORN HUXTLEY, 
for 41 years pastor of Indcombe Baptist 
Chapel, Bath, in the 75th year of his age. 

MRS. MARIA Moss. 
the mother of the late James Moss, of 
Canewdon, Esser. paesed away March 3rd. 
1902, in the 82nd year of her age. Her end 
was peace. 

JOSEPH TAYLOR, 
!&id to rest January 25th. in the General 
Cemetery. Sheffield. Mr. Lawson officiated. 
Many friends attended. Returning from the 
cemetery a service was conducted in the 
home by Mr. Clayton, who spoke from Matt. 
xx. 8, •· The labourer a.nd his hire." Among
those present from the Masbro' and Shellleld 
Churches were representatives from the 
Churches at Siddel and Thnrlestone. where 
our brother ha.d faithfully preached the 
Go•pel. On the following Lord's-day a 
memorial service was conducted by our 
brother Clayton, who spoke on "the good 
fight a.nd crown" (2 Tim. iv. 6-~). and 
mentioned eome things our brother said 
before the Lord took him. We had noticed 
of late our brother was fast ripening for 
glory. He had spoken the truth a.sit is in 
Jesus for over 33 yea"' at Mas bro'. liis first 
sermon was on Jan. 10th. i869, and his last on 
Jan. 12th, 1902, his text then being 2 'l'hess. 
ii.13, and dwelt much on the Holy Spirit's 
work noto the chosen. It can truly be said 
he "kept the faith " from the first day of 
coming amongst us. He was formerly a 
local preacher among the Wesleyans. He 
was a champion for truth, and a great 
debater against infidelity. His parers on 
"Election," given in o. Hall in Sheffield, hired 
by o. reli!!ious debating Society are 
unanswerable. He was for years monthly 
preacher a.t the Police Station, where he was 
highly esteemed. He was a faithful supply 
among the Churches, and will be greatlv 
missed by us o.11 o.t Masbro'. Death also 
removed from us on March 4th, 

MARY CURTIS, 
aged 59, a constant attendant on the r:iea.ns 
of gra~e until her affliction prevented. She 
had greatly desired she mi!!ht pass away in 
her sleep. and so it was. The Lord granted 
her desire. The mortal remains are interred 
at Kimberworth Church.-A. T. P. 

KEVITT BRANCH 
was called home on January :lnd, 1902, after 
nearly fifteen months' sulfering from epilep
tic ftts. He was convinced of his stllte as o. 
sinner under the ministry of the late Arthur 
Baker, of Tunstall, but it was not until 
twenty years after this that he was brought 
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into the libert.y of the Go•pel under a ser
mon by '!\Jr. W. Gill, from Pan. I. 21, "I kept 
silenC'e." He wasbaptized, with four others, 
by Mr. Gill in June, 1881, and remained a 
memher of tbe Church at Tunstall until 
mlled home. He IO\·cd a free-grace Gospel. 
In his last illness he would often say, "A 
pre<'ious Christ is all I want .. " His last 
audible ut1erance was the last three verses 
tJf the hymn, •·Jerusalem my happy home." 
lira; our last end be like his.-A. G. B. 

MR. THOMA8 J, COLE (of Peckham). 
Mr. T. J. Cole, Bapt.ist ministAr, for thirt.y 

years t.be Nonconformist Chaplain at Nnn
head Cemelery, was called home on March 
1st. after a painful illness lasting for about 
seven weeks, aged 80 years. Awakener! in 
early life under t.be ministry of Dr. Angus, 
at New Park-street .. he passed through a 
period of deep soul trouble, bnt was gra
cions1y set at liberty by an application of 
the Di,•iae Word to his soul by the Holy 
Spi~it in one of the hasy st,reets of the City 
of London ; this removed his burden, and 
sent him on his way rejoicing. Shortly 
afterwards he was baptized and united to 
the Church at New Park-street. He bec,1me 
a teacher in the Sunday-school, and ulti
mately a preacher of the Gospel. The 
Baptist Chapels at Peckham Park-road and 
Edith-road (Nunhead) were both erected 
during his ministry in those places. He 
retired from the ministry in 1893, and re
mained in communion with the Church at 
Edith-road until his death. His mortal 
remains were interred in ~nnhead Ceme
tery on March 6th, in the presence of nume
rous friends, after an appropriate sArvice 
had been held in e:e chapel at Edith-road. 
On the following Sunday evening, March 
9th, a funeral sermon was preached to a 
crowded and sympathetic congregation by 
the pastor. Mr. C. P. Sawday, from Acts 
xiii. 36. We had no personal acquaintance 
with Mr. Cole. bnt have heard him very 
highly spoken of by our beloved departed 
brother. Mr. John Box, who had several 
interviews with him in the inter<'st• of the 
"Strict Baptist Mission," t'> which Society 
he contributed some considerable sums of 
money. Mr. Cole also largely assisted the 
"South Indian Strict Baptist Mission" 
from its formation, and espe~ially during 
the h,,st year. He presided at the last 
annual meeting of that Society at Zion 
Chapel, Deptford. Favoured in his latter 
days with ample means, he was a liberal 
contributor to many societies, which he 
considered to be doing the Lord's work, 
and a generous helper of many individuals 
who were in needy circumstances. He 
leaves an aged widow, who has been an 
invalid for some years, to mourn his loss, 
but also to anticipate a reunion in the 
homeland in a short time. We are in
formed that Mr. Cole was a loyer of 
Calvinistic theology. One of his favourite 
hymns being the well-known one com
mencing-
" How firm a foundation, ye saints of the 

Lord, 
L! laid for your faith in His excellent 

Word." 
This was sung at the memorial service. We 
are principally indebted to Mrs. Cooler, the 
widow of our brother Cooler, late of 
To!lington-pnrk, who knew the deceased 
well, for the materials from which this 
short sketch has been drawn. 

MBS. How ARD. 
On Thursday,February 20th,Mrs.Howard 

(widow of the late W. Howard, deacon of 
Elim, Limehouse) was called to her eterniLl 
home; aged 78. Her mortal 1·emains were 
laid to rest by the side of her husband at 
Fressinglleld, Suffolk, according to her own 
expressed wi•h, on Thursday, the 27th, and 
on the following Lord's-day evonlnl! a 
memorial sermon was delivered at Elim 
Chapel, Limehouse, from 1 Cur. xv. 57, by 
her pastor-F. C. HOLDEN. 

GEORGB STEEL, 

That "man is as irrass" has been very 
solemnly made manifest in our midst at 
Ebenezer, Grays, by t.ho sudden death of a 
son of brother and sisrer Steel. Our dear 
youag friend, George Steel, was but little 
over 20 years of age when called from time 
into eternity, He was not in membership 
with ns, but was of sober manner an<1 a 
close attendant upon the means of l?r&Ce 
He left business as usual on Friday, March 
8th, next day suddenly developing ap
parently symptoms of internal trouble 
whi<?h cause!l such intense a.gony, that. by 
medtcal advice, he was taken on Monday 
evening 1:!P to Guy's Hosp_ital. to undergo 
an operahon, but on exam1nat1on his case 
was pronounced to be the worst form of the 
prevailing epidemic, and that it would 
terminate fatallv. He was conveyed to 
Rotherhithe Shelter, and passed away at 
1.30 a.m. on Tuesday, the 11th. and went 
to bP, we trust, "for ever with the Lord." 
About eight hours before he died, in answer 
to the writer's questions, he said firmly that 
he could "pray for himself" and ·• believe 
for himself," and that Christ alone could 
help him in his extremity; and, to his 
mother, that he knew he would be "just as 
safe in the hands of the Lord in the hospital 
as at home." Brother Welstand conducted 
the services at Nunhead Cemetery. -
F.S. W. 

HBNRT THORN, 

of Zoar, Tollington-park, was called to his 
eternal rest on Thursday, February 27th, 
aged 61. He·was the much-respected deacon 
of the above chapel, having sustained that 
office for twenty-five years, in fact ever since 
the formation of the Church. He was also 
superintendent of the Sunday-school, and 
his cheering presence and kindly counsel 
gained for him the esteem of all with whom 
he camo in contact. His early days were 
spent in the country, and when quite young 
he often walked several miles to attend the 
preaching of the Word. By this early 
acqua.i:atance of the truth the Lord gradu
ally brought him into the fnllerknowledge 
of His mercy and grace. Some years after 
coming to London he was baptized at 

~:svi:e~.:::at!f1!i~f:J'da~~ ::r ih~tif~se ~1 
God. and latterly the burden and manage
ment of the Cause rested npon him almost 
entirely. The last time he came to the sanc
luary was on the first Lord's-day In Octo
ber, although he did not take to his bed till 
about a fortnight before his death. The Lord 
graciously supported him in his last hours, 
and his soul, peaceful and quiet, rested, as 
his l,ps expressed, on "the Rock which can 
never give way." His body was Interred in 
Finchley Cemetery, a service being held in 
the chapel by Mr. Thoe. Baldwin, who con
ducted the funeral. A good number of 
friends were present, and several followed 
to the grave. The funeral sermon was 
preached by Mr. Mar1?erum from the words, 
"Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be .like his." 



'' ;Jcjoiqing in ~opq.'' 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

"Rejoicing in hope."-Romane xii. 12. 

WE have a short bat comprehensive statement concerning the miBSion 
of the Lord Jesm1 Christ in 1 John iii. 8, "For this purpose the 

Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the 
devil." Satan found our first parents in an innocent and happy state in 
the garden of Eden, surrounded with everything that could minister to 
their welfare, and keep them in the service of their Maker. By his 
temptation he succeeded in alluring them from their obedience to the 
ruin of themselves, and the whole of their posterity. The slimy trail of 
the serpent is everywhere manifest in the world. All that is evil and 
injurious iii ~is work. He is a liar, and the father of all lies, and a 
murderer from the beginning. Upon man he has brought dire guilt, and 
all its fearful consequences ; the fair iinage of the Creator originally 
enstamped, on the mind and heart of man he has defaced, and imprinted 
his own evil likeness in the place thereof. To destroy Satan's works our 
Lord was manifested. He has removed the dreadful guilt His people 
had incurred by the sacrifice of Himself. and He delivers them from 
Satan's dominion, and renews them in the image of Him that created 
them by His Spirit's power and grace. 

This process is maniftsted more or less clearly in every regenerated 
follower of the Lamb. When we contrast our former condition with 
our present position the change cannot fail to be realised. We were 
completely under the bonda~e of sin, darkness reigned in our minds, our 
affections were· estr1mged from God and glued to earthly objects, our 
_wills were obdurate and bent on evil, and every faculty of our soul 
depraved; we were, in a word, alienated from the life of God. "But 
now in Christ Jesus we who were sometimes far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ;" our guilt has been removed. and the graces of the 
Spirit have been implanted in our souls. The new nature which we 
have received is in full sympathy with the holiness of God, and though 
we are plagued with indwelling sin, yet it has not dominion over us, bat 
_by the powerful operations of Divine grace we are daily in our lives 
putting off the old man and putting on the new. The holy precepts of 
the Word, attended by'Divinepower, are a great assistance to us in this 
important work in which we are engaged. The chapter in which the 
_ words at the head of this paper occur is composed of these holy, gracious 
precepts and directions, to which we do well to give good heed. And as 
they are inwrought in our souls by the Spirit of Christ, we become con
formed to His image, and the works of the devil are destroyed in us. 

The words lead us to contemplate a 
DELIGHTFUL CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE, 

·" R•foicing in hope." This is an altogether opposite idea to that which 
woridly men entertain with respect to the religion of the Lord ~esus 
Christ. They suppose it to be all gloom and sadness. It must be admitted 

VoL. LVIII. MAY, 1902. K 
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that there is nothing in ripiritual religion that a carnal man can rejoice 
in. The things of the Spirit are of that nature that the mere natural 
man cannot even understand, much less is he able to rejoice in them. 
But the fault lies in himself, and not in the things of the Spirit. 
Beautiful mnsic delights the man who possesses the capacity to enjoy it, 
but it is nothing to the deaf, or the man destitute of an ear to appreciate 
sweet sounds. To enjoy spiritual things one must be spiritually minded; 
and to the Spirit~taught and spiritually-minded believer in Jesus the 
Gospel brings a "joy that is unspeakable and full of glory." The 
rejoicing spirit is both delightful and truly and eminently Christian. 
The Gospel is productive of "joy and peace in believing, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost." "Blessed is the people that know the 
foyful," not the doleful, "sound: they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of 
Thy countenance. In Thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and iD 
Thy righteousness shall they be exalted." 

This attitude is enjoined upon us. " Rejoicing in hope" may be 
regarded as a precept. In Phil. iv. 4 it is more evidently a command, 
"Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, rejoice." In describing 
trne bt!lievers the apostle speaks thus, " For we are the circumcision, 
which worship God in the Spir.it, and r~owe in Christ Jesus, and have 
no confidence in the flesh'' (Phil. iii. 3). We are not unmindful of the 
fact that some of God's dear children very frequently have their harps 
hanging on the willows, and even when they have them in their hands 
are more apt to " touch the mournful strings," and most of their sonJ?S 
are set in minor keys. We know, too, that the most joyous have their 
seasons of darkness and sorrow, when the joyful notes of others rather 
grate upon their ears than inspire them to join the song-. We have had 
a fair measure of this kind of experience, and can walk with mournful 
souls in their depressions. Far be it from us to add a feather's weight 
to the burden which some are carrying, rather would we lighten it if we 
could. But there is a kind of teaching which represents the very essence 
of godliness as being gloom, and regards with deep suspicion anything 
like joyfulness. .According to this teaching the normal state of a Chris
tian is one of doubt, sadness. and gloominess, and anything that savours 
of rejoicing is simply of the flesh. Those that imbibe this teaching 
resolutely put away from themselves all that is joyful, and, like Jacob 
of old, " refuse to be comforted." That there may be and that _there is 
a mere fleshly delight by which some unwary souls are deceived we do 
not doubt, but because there are counterfeit9 in existence_, does a wise 
man refuse all the coin presented to him ? Rather he examines it care
fully, rejects the base, and receives the genuine. So should we scruti
nize our joy, discern whence it comes, and whither it leads, and by no 
means cast away that which is from God. 

Let us aim in humble dependence on the Spirit to derive all our 
vuws from the divinely-inspired Word. "To the law and to the testi
mony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there 
is no light in them " (Isa. viii. 20 ). Unless we_ keep close to the Word 
in all things we shall build but wood, hay, and stubble, which the fire 
will devour. From the Word we learn that joy is an inte_qral part of a 
sound Christian experience. We should be surprised if it were otherwise, 
seeing that the Gospel is good news, and salvation is a joyful matter. 
We turn to our Lord's own words: "These things have I spoken unto 
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you, that My joy might remain in you, and th1:1.t your joy might be full " 
(John xv. 11). We have already noticed some of Paul's expressions on 
this point, many more might be cited, but we forbear, only just noting 
his prayer for the saints at Rome: "Now the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost" (Rom. xv. 13). Peter also speaks much of 
joy, and declares that the saints in his day "rejoiced with joy unspeak
able and full of ,zlory" (1 Pet. i. 8). In Heb. iii. 6 we read, "Whose 
(Christ's) house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing 
of the hope firm unto the end." Satan labours to rob us of our joy in 
the Lord, and to plunge us into the gloom and darkness of doubt, for 
well he knows that " the joy of the Lord is our strength." Be it ours 
in the strength which God supplies to hold fast the joy and rejoicing 
which He Himself hM imparted. 

The words we are considering remind us that 
OUR JOY LA.11.GELY RESPECTS THE FUTURE. 

'' Rejoicing in hope," says the apostle. We may fill up the sentence from 
another passage from this same Epistle, " Rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God" (Rom. v. 2). We rejoice sometimes in favonr experienced, when 
the Lord puts off our sackcloth, and girds us with gladness, then we " go 
forth in the dances of them that make merry." Onr experience of sins 
forgiven, and our persons "accepted in the Beloved," causes such joy, 
gladness, and rejoicing as can only be understood by those to whom it is 
given. The love of God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost; 
a faith view of the crucified Christ; a realisation of interest in the 
Fatherhood of God: these all produce a joy and rejoicing that is as far 
above the highest natural joy as the heavens are high above the earth. 
The glorious doctrines of the Gospel, the character of God, the offices 
and relations of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the exceeding great and 
precious promises of the Word, are all founts of pure, sanc-ifying, and 
exalting joy to the people of God from time to time, as they are led into 
tb!l knowledge and experience of them by the Holy Ghost. 

But here the apostle would have us to be "rejoicing IN HOPE." Some
times our rejoicing is based on circumstantials, which change and 
fluctuate; here we are led to base our joys on something that does not 
change. We read t,hat the seventy whom the Lord had sent ont returned 
to Him "with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us 
through Thy name. And He said unto them, I beheld Satan as light
ning fall from heaven. Behold, ·I give unto you power to tread on 
l!erpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing 
shall by any means hurt you." But mark what follows : "N otwith
standing in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but 
rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven." The Saviour 
would not deprive them of their rejoicing, but directs it into a ri~ht 
channel, and teaches them to build on a sure foundation. We too 
frequently, like Jonah, shelter ourselves under some circumstantial 
gourd, which has no permanence in it,, and when the worm smites our 
gourd, and it withers, there is a terrible reaction, and it is well if we are 
kept from repining and rebellion at our loss. Our inheritance is beyond 
the river. We have been begotten unto a lively hope concerning it. Let 
us then "set our affections on things above, and not on things on the 
earth." God has not designed to give us two heavens-one in this life 
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and one in the life to come. Our hope is large enough to fill our hearts. 
We" shall see His face,"'' be like Him," and be "with Him" for ever 
nnd ever. Let us neither lose our time nor waste our strength in vain 
reg1·ets ove1· earth's disappointments and trials. Rather may we emulate 
the example of our glorious Lord, " who for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of God'' (Heh. xii. 2). This hope will not disappoint us, it never 
loses any of its value, nor does it fluctuate like earthly things. What
e-rer may be our circumstances and trials, we ruay still " rejoice in 
hope." Indeed, the more painful our pathway, the more precious is 
this hope. " Rejoicing in hope " will lighten every burden, ease every 
pain, soothe every sorrow, and cheer us under every distress. May He 
who has given ns tre precept enable us to attain to its discharge, so thar, 
we may ever be found" rejoicing in hope," and to Him shall the glory 
be ascribed. Amen. · 

~iptrsitor)l japers on tht Q£pistlq to tltt Jomnns. 
BY (THE LATE) G. w. SHEPHERD. 

No. 16.-CHAPTEtt VII.-1-6. 

"[NOW ye not,, brethren (for I speak to them that know the law), 
how that the law bath dominion over a man as long as be 

liveth ? For the woman which bath an husband is bound by the law to 
her husband so long as be liveth ; but if the husband be dead, she is 
loo,ed from the law of her husband. So then if while her husband 
livetb she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress : 
but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law ; so that she is no 
adulteres?, though she be married to another man. Wherefore, my 
brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ, that 
ye should be married to another, even to Him that is raised from the 
dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God." 

In the chapter upon which we now enter the subject of sanctification 
is still examined, but under another aspect. Hitherto we have mostly 
dealt with our relation to Christ in His life-work, atoning-death, and 
triumphant resurrection. In this chapter we are led to consider our 
relation to Him as risen, and as reigning as King in Zion, and as the 
Head and Husband of His redeemed Church. From the nature of the 
arguments used it is addressed to those who know the law, perhaps the 
Jews in particular are meant as being able to appreciate the following 
argument, but more generally-anyone who is capable of comprehending 
the nature and operation of law. The particular law selected for illus
tration is that of marriage. The obligations of the marriage relation 
are olJserved to be binding during life, but abolished at death. In that 
event either party is at liberty to marry ag!1in ; but the wife in particular 
is referred to, because the Church is described as the bride of Christ. 
The truth thus illustrated is, that by nature we are bound to the law as 
a woman is to her husband ; that as this relationship terminates at 
death, so our relationship to the covenant of works is terminated by the 
death of Christ. Either husband or wife, looking at the dead body of 
his or her form.er companion, beholds in it the visible proof of the 
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dissolution of the c?nnectio~, and the token of the liberty to form 
~no_ther. So th_e b~hever g9:zmg o~ the dead body of Chris~, perceives 
rn it the termmat10n of his relation to the law as a covenant, and his 
privilege of being married to another, " even to Him that is raised from 
the dead." Thus a dead Christ dissolves the first relation, and a risen 
Christ establishes the second.• 

Now although a widowed woman is no longer under the law of her 
deceased husband, yet if she re-marry she is as really under the law of 
the second as she was formerly under the first, so also the believer, while 
delivered from the former obligations of the Adamic covenant, is now 
under the law to Christ the second Husband. To this it may be 
objected that our relation to Christ is more ancient than that to Adam. 
This i~ true, but it has nothing to do with the argument. Christ is our 
first and only Husband in the decrees of God, but in experience we are 
under law first, and under grace afterwards. · 

" For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by 
the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. But 
now we are delivered from the law, that being dead (being dead to that, 
margin) wherein we were held ; that we should serve in newness of 
spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter." 

One great end of marriage is fruitfulness. When we were in the 
flesh we brou~ht forth fruit unto death. Now, therefore, that we are 

[• The truth here set forth is so important, e.nd e. rea.lize.tion of it so blessed, 
both in experience a.nd pre.ctica.l results, that the following quote.tion from e. 
godly e.nd learned expositor may not ba unaccopte.ble to our ree.ders.-ED.] 

"The pe.rable is stated and exple.ined with a. clearness which leaves us a.t 
first the more surprised that in the a.pplica.tion tb.e illustra.tion should be 
reversed. In the illustra.tion, the husband dies, the woma.n lives, and weds 
a.gain. In the a.pplioa.tion the la.w does not die, but we, its unfaithful bride, are 
' done to death to it,' and then, strange sequel, a.re wedded to the Risen Christ. 
We a.re ta.ken by Him to be 'one spirit ' with Him ( l Cor. vi. 17). We a.re ma.de 
one in a.11 His interests and wealth, a.nd fruitful of a. progeny of holy deeds in 
this vita.I union. Shall we ca.11 all this a. simile confused? Not if we recognize 
the delibera.te a.nu explicit carefulness of the whole pa.ssage. St. Paul, we ma.y 
be sure, was quite a.s quick as we a.re to see the inverted imagery. But he is 
dea.ling with a. subject which would be distorted by a. mechanics.I correspondence 
in the treatment. The la.w ca.nnot die, for it is the preceptive will of God. Its 
cla.im is in its own awful forum domesticum, like the injured Roman husband, to 
sentence its own unfaithful wife to death. And so it does; and so it has done. 
But, behold, its Ma.ker a.nd Master steps upon the scene. He surrounds the 
guilty one with Himself, takes her whole burthen on Himself, and meets and 
exha.usts her doom. He dies. He lives a.ga.in, after death, because of death ; 
a.nd the law acclaims His resurrection a.s infinitely just. He rises, clasping in 
His e.rms her for whom He died, a.nd who thus died in Him, a.nd now rises in 
Him. Out of His sovereign love, while the law attests the sure contract, and 
rejoices a.s ' the Bridegroom's Friend,' He claims her-herself, yet in Him 
a.nether -- for His blessed Bride. 

11 All is love, a.s if we wa.lked through the lily-gardens of the holy Song, a.nd 
hea.rd the oa.ll of the turtle in the vernal woods, and sa.w the King llond His 
Beloved rest and rejoioe in one another. All is la.w, e.s if we were a.d°:1-itted_ to 
wa.tch some process of Roman ma.trimonial contract, stern a.nd grave, m which 
every right is scrupulously considered, a.nd every claim elaborately secured, 
without a. smile, without an embrace, before the ma.gisteria.l chair. The Church, 
the soul, is me.rried to her Lord who has died for her, and in whom now she 
lives. The transaction is infinitely happy. And it is a.bsolutely right. All the 
old terrifying ola.ims a.re amply a.nd for ever met. And now the mighty, tender 
claims which take their place inst&ntly a.nd of course begin to bind the Bride. 
The law has • given her away '-not to herself, but to the Risen Lord."
HANDLEY c. G. MOULE, in Zoe. 
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ma•ried unto a risen Christ it is that we should bring forth fruit unto 
Go~. And the neces~ary fruit of a holy marriage to a risen Christ is 
holrness. He gave Himself for us, not only that He might " redeem us 
from . all iniquity," but, also, "that He mi!!'ht purify unto Himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of g·ood works." When we were in the flesh 
there was a constant rebellion against the rEStraints of conscience. The 
very fact of a thing being forbidden often provoked an extraordinary desire 
t~ ~o. or indulge in that forbidden thing- ; and to chafe under the pro
h1b1t10n, so much so as to sometimes make us feel that we must and would 
do it, in spite of the law, and in spite of its curse. But in our grace 
relationship to a risen, reigning Chri,t the whole case is changed. " Now 
we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held"
answerable to the first husband of the previous verses. The marginal 
reading here is not to be despised, "being dead to that," instead of, 
" that being dead." For in truth the holy law of God is not dead as 
such, nor ever will be so long as God lives, but it is dead as our husband, 
or rather the old relationship is dead as proved by the body of Christ in 
the tomb. We are " married to another, ernn to Him that is raised 
from the dead." But still we are undei- an obligation to serve, but with 
this marked difference," in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the 
letter." The difference be~ween the letter and spirit will immediately 
be seen if we look at some of our Lord's own precepts. "Unto him 
that smite thee on the one cheek offer also the other ; and him that 
taketh away thy coat forbid not to take thy cloke also," for example. 
Clearly the spirit of these exhortations, rather than the letter of them is 
enjoined.• And so all the precepts of the law are read now, since our 

[* "Serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oidness of the letter." The 
explanation of this p~ssage given above seems scarcely to be satisfactory. That 
the precepts of Christ adduced are to be obeyed in the spirit of them, rather than 
in their strict literal meaning, there can be littlo doubt, but that this fact 
explains, or even illustrates, the passage under consideration is open to question. 
It does not appear that the Apostle intends the way in which the precepts of the 
Word of God are to be understood, but rather the spirit in which the obedience 
is rendered. It is not a change in the matter of the obedience, but in the mind 
11,nd heart of the person who obeys. He may have obeyed the same moral com
ma.nds outwardly in the days of his flesh, but now he renders an inward spiritual 
obedience that was entirely lacking beforetime. Letter and spirit here mmt be 
understood as in 2 Cor. iii. 6. Letter refers to the law, the legal covenant, and 
spirit means the Gospel, the covenant of grace. To serve in the letter is to try to 
render a legal obedience to the commands of God. This is ever a failure, and 
·ends in death; for "the letter killeth." The man who seeks to render this 
service is actuated by wrong motives, and has a wrong end in view in his service; 
for he is destitute of love to God-the only spring of true and acceptab~e 
obedience-and has a mercenary end in view, hoping to propitiate God by his 
service. Thus he rejects the Gospel, and prostitutes the law, which was never 
intended to give life to sinners. His service, too, is always constrained, and has 
more or leas of bondage in it, besides being utterly inadequate for the purpose for 
which it is rendered. To serve in newness of spirit is to render the glad, f~ee, 
loving service of a child, or, to follow the figure the Apostle employs, the lovmg 
obedience of an affectionate wife to the husband who possesses her whole heart's 
affection. These kinds of services are as opposite as light and darkness,-as _a 
slavish fear and whole-hearted love. The soul that has died to the law, and 1s 
joined to the Lord Jesus Christ, poseesses the spirit of adoption, delights in the 
law of God after the inward man, rejoices in the new relation, and renders a new 
kind of service altogether different from the old service with which he was 
exercised when under the law. The latter was done under the stinging strokes 
of the taskmaster's lash, as Israel laboured in Egypt, when commanded to make 
bricks without straw; the former is the glad, free service of the redeemed and 
delivered soul, springing from love, and accepted with God.-Eo.] 
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second marriage, in a new version. The holy law of God is the same as 
before, the obligation to serve is as real as before, but the relation being 
changed Lhe kind of service is widely different. To be under the law 
in the hands_ of God as broken by ourselves is one thing; to be under 
the same law m Lhe hands of Christ, as fulfilled by Him, is quite another 
lihing. The LET'rER of the law pronouncing a curse upon every one that 
observes not all its precepts is fulfilled ; the spirit of it, forbidding evil 
and enjoining that which is good is perpetuated. ' 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

Feathered Folk. Nu. 5.-0anaries and Oaracaras. 

THE pretty little pet birds we call Canaries belong to the Finch family. 
As we all know, ours are generally yellow in plumage, though some 

have a considerable quantity of green feathers ; but many varieties of 
colour have been produced among them. They were first brought from 
the Canary Islands (a group off the north west coast of Africa), and 
were introduced into Europe [in the 15th century. They are very 
prolific, for even in captivity they breed freely, laying four to six eggs at a 
time, and repeating the process four or five times a year. The male 
bird si:µgs sweetly here in our country; but the native land of these 
birds has a delightful climate, and is a very fruitful place everywhere. 
May it not teach us that if we are truly Christians, though now in a 
foreign land, we may and should sing to the praise of the Lord; and we 
have much greater cause to sing than our golden feathered friends, for 
we are hoping for ever to live in" our own country," the Fatherland on 
high, where 

For there 

" No chilling winds or poisonous breath 
Shall reach the healthful shore. 

·• Sickness and sorrow, pa.in and death, 
Are felt and feared no more." 

Caracaras are birds of prey, something like vultures in character, and 
many of them feed upon carrion ; they are found in America, except 
one of the species called the " Secretary " bird on account of the bunch 
of feathers on its bead, reminding one of the secretary's quill behind his 
ear. They are fierce, passionate, and ravenous, soon pouncing down 
upon a~y dead beast or wounded bird they discover, and one has been 
known to attack a sleeping dog. Some naturalists found them very 
misehievous, carrying off all sorts of things which they could not 
possibly eat, including a glazed hat, a pair of heavy balls, and a small 
compass. These Caracaras can change the colour of the bare skin of 
their faces, "flushing up" when angry, and changing from yellow to 
purple, just as one sort of eagle changes from scarlet to deep crimson, 
not only in its face, but its feet also. 

The "Secretary" is a fine looking bird, more than four feet high when 
fully grown, as its legs are long, and it has very sharp large eyes. The 
plumage is black, white, and grey ; an elegant set of plumes is attached 
to the back of its head, which the creature can raise or lower as it 
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pleases ; these feathers are either all black, or grey with black tips. 
The male and female build their house between them, ,vhich they fix at 
the top of a high bush, generally some acacia. 'l'hey add a fresh layer 
to their nest every year, so that the age of a nest may be told by the 
number of layers of which it is composed. The young birds have to 
remain at home under parental care for six months after they are 
batched, until their long l~d get strong enough to support their 
bod!e~, and all that time they are well cared for and fed with 
nntmng zeal by both father and mother. 

The adult Secretary generally kills his prey, whether a rat or a snake, 
by jumping upon it, the blows from its feet (after it has sprung up and 
come down upon it a few times), making n shapeless pulp of its victim. 
He will stand before a Cobra, spread his wings out in front to protect 
his body, and then strike down his foe with his feet. Often the blow 
is so heavy that the reptile is killed at once, but if not the enraged 
snake hisses, draws itself up, and moves its tongue with the utmost 
quickness; the bird, though for the moment repulsed, soon grows 
desperately courageou3, and opening out its wings again charges the 
serpent, and soon overcomes it. Sometimes, indeed, the reptile will 
throw itself upon the bird, but even then he generally manages to get 
the victory, and as soon as the snake is dead the bird flies upon it, 
and putting his foot upon its neck, begins at once to swallow it, begin
ing at the tail, and when the head is reached, striking it several times 
with his strong beak, he smashes the skull, and then swallows it ; a 
snake five or six feet long, and four inches or more across, being thus 
devoured in a very short time. If in the encounter the snake bites a 
feather, the "Secretary" pulls it out; but a spectator once saw a bird 
that had been bitten by a reptile (drawing blood from the point of the 
wing), run to a pool of water, and fall down dead immediately. It is 
indeed wonderful that these birds should be able to fight so much 
with their feet, as their legs are riither long and sl(qht, comidering the 
size of their bodies, and it is said that if they suddenly are started into 
a quick run, their legs will sometimes break at once, These birds arc 
ravenous eaters ; in one that was killed was found three serpents of an 
arm's length, eleven lizards, seven or eight inches long, twenty-one little 
tortoises, as well as grasshopers, locusts, and other insects. 

From these bird8, and the dangerous reptiles with which they often 
engage, we are reminded that all earthly things are uncertain; " the race 
is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the strong," neither does the 
most cunning always get the mastet·y; yet God's Word assures us that the 
weakest, and the most simple, who trust in the Lord, shall be safe. There 
is an enemy compared to an old and subtle serpent,-experienced, cruel, 
and designing,-al ways going to and fro in the earth, and walking up and 
down in it, and ever seeking to destroy the minds antl souls of men and 
women, and children too. We have indeed been bitten by him, for he 
attacked our first parents in Eden long, long ago, and poisoned them 
and all their children, and more or less in every one of us "The dire 
contagion fills the veins, and spreads its poison to the heart." The 
bite is deadly, and no human power can cure the awful influence of sin; 
but Jesus came to conquer the old serpent, and destroy his works; He 
came to bruise his head and break his power, and though the Saviour was 
wounded in thP- conflict, He was never iofected for a moment by the 
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poison, and though He yielded Himself to death, He conquered when 
He !ell, ~nd destroyed death and him that had the power of death, the 
devil, His tremendous foe and ours. The serpent-bitten Israelites of 
old looked on the brazen serpent and lived, and "as Moses lifted up 
that serpent in the wilderness, so has the Son of Man been lifted up " 
-upon the Cross, and is now exalted in heaven-" that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life." By His 
stripes are wounded sinners healed, and though if we are saved by Him, 
we, too, shall have to fight with sin and Satan, and we are weak and our 
enemy strong, yet Jesus assures all His friends of victory. "Be of 
good cheer," He says, " I have overcome," and ·• Lo, I am with you 
alway, even to the end." Jesus has" swallowed up death in victory," 
and He has promised to brmse Satan under the feet of His people 
shortly. 

Dear reader, on whose side are you ? on the side of the world and 
Satan, or on the Lord's side ? He that is not with Christ is against 
Him, but he that is not against Him and His people is on their part. 
Can we truly say, 

"By Thy grand redemption, 
By Thy grace Divine, 

We are on the Lord's side, 
Saviour, we a.re Thine?" 

Those that "overcome shall inherit all things," but if we are not 
overcomers we shall be defeated and ruined for ever. Only throu~h 
Jesus can we be victorious, but the weakest soul that trusts in Him shall 
be" more than conqueror through Him that loved," and died, and ever 
lives " to save unto the uttermost all who come unto God by Him," 
and confide in Him alone. 

JESUS TEMPTED. IN THE WILDERNESS.-No. II. 
BY THOMAS HENSON. 

CHRIST, "in the beginning, was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word WI\S God." As God, we worship and adore 

Him. But the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us as the Son of 
man. It was as the Son of man that Jesus was tempted, and resisted, 
and conquered. Throughout His whole life He identified Himself with 
man. As a youth, He was subject to His parents ; as a man, He worked 
as a carpenter for His daily bread ; as He entered on His public life He 
numbered Himself with the transgressors in John's baptism. In the 
three great temptations the devil treated Him as a man, and, suggesting 
doubt to Him as to any higher relation to God, He urged Him to test 
that issue, and to prove for Himself and to all, whether or not He was 
the Son of God.• He suffered, and learned in the school of human 
experience what temptntion is, and He conquered b,r such. methods. as 
are still available for tempted men. In all these thmgs His humamty 
was the same and M real, as when He thirsted or slept. " In the days 
of His flesh He offered up prayers and suppiications with strong crying 
and tears unto Him that was able to save Him from death, and was 
heard in that He feared ; and though He were a Son, yet learned He 
obedience by the things which He suffered; and being made perfect, He 

L 
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became the Author of eternal salvation unto all that obey Him ; called 
of God a High Priest after the order of Melchisedec." 

It is instructive to compare the devil's approach to .Eve with his 
approach to Jesus. "Now the serpent was more subtle than all the 
beasts of the field which God had made. And he said to the woman : 
Yea, hath God said ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden jl " 
( Gen. iii. 1). However he came by bis knowledge of what God had 
said, he knew ; and thereupon he skilfully shapes his question. Doubt
less the tempter bad heard the voice from heaven declaring Jesus to be 
"the Son of God." Jn Matt. iv. 3 we read, "And when the tempter 
came to Him he said, If Thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread." Appetite is strong in human nature: in 
Eve the appetite of curiosity, and in Jesus the appetite of natural 
hunger, were the immediate points of attack. Jn both these instances 
there is an air of simple plausibility on the tempter's part to throw the 
mind off its guard, showing the need of being ever on the watch tower. 

What was the aim of the devil in these temptations? In dealing 
with Eve, with Jesus, and with souls generally, bis first object is to 
insinuate doubt, then ,distrust, then unbelief," That ''if" followed 
Jesus all His public life, right away to the cross. The Jews came round 
about Him, and said," .if Thou be the Christ, tell us plainly." On the 
cross they taunted Him, and said, " He trm;ted in God, let Him deliver 
Him now, if He will have Him ; for He said, I am the Son of God." 
"The people stood beholding Him," and said, " He saved others, let 
Him save Himself, if He be Christ, the Son of God." The enmity of 
carnal minds cherished the"~/" against Him ; but He was strong in 
Divine ,assurance. The spirit of th11t "if" still follows all earnesG 
disciples. Tribulation comes to them in many forms, and the enemy is 
close at band, hard by ear-gate, to whisper, ".lf you were a son of God 
He could not leave you thus to suffer. He would rid you of these 
burdens of sorrow, of trouble, and woe. If you were not a hypocrite 
you would find the kingdom of heaven very different to sour experience." 
Where is the godly man who has not had such insinuations in his great 
troubles and dark hours ? or who has not met with fellow-pilgrims who 
have trodden that path ? 

Jesus, who taught us to pray," Lead us not into temptation," was 
'' Led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil." 
There is deep mystery here; we cannot fathom that deep, we can only 
gaze upon it with profound wonder ! It is presumable that Satan 90uld 
not have approached Jesus without having first obtained permission 
from God, as in the cases of Job and Peter. Jesus had received a 
Divine assurance that fie was the Son of God-Did the de\'il hope to 
cast a shadow over that assurance by injecting doubt into His heart P 
Did He think that doubt, by constant recurrence, would sap away the 
strength of faith ? That is his way with the disciple. Did he imagine 
that in the exhaustion of that moment he might arouse in Him a hasty 
presumption that being the Son of God He might use Divine power to 
satisfy His own human appetite ? The temptation to satisfy His own 
hunger by a miracle might seem harmless ; and, as one says, " There 
could be no harm in making bread, but there was infinite harm in 
makiug it at the devil's suggestion." A large tree of distrust and pre
rnmption may spring from a small seed. 
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Christ's reply to the enemy is remarkable. The point of dispute
His Divine Sonship-He does not notice, but at once He asserts His 
human manhood ; as if H~ would sav, I am a man, I live by bread, 
but not by bread alone; I hve by the Word of God. "For man does 
not live by brea'1 alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God." Man does not live by bread without God ; but he can 
live by the Word of God without bread. By these words Jesus lifts 
man up from the gross materialism to which many would reduce him, 
and asserts for him an unseen spiritual nature, whicb. relates him to God 
and eternity : a nature which can only live on the Bread which God the 
Father has sent down from heaven. This glorious truth-that tempted 
souls shall live on spiritual food-Jesos practised ; He showed its 
sufficiency in His own experience and example. The faithful may trust 
the soul's life and all its needs to the eternal Life~<.?iver. 

The temptation was-to distrust God, and to help Himself instead 
of waiting. Eve parleyed with a simiiar suggestion ; Jesus did not 
parley : He struck a decisive blow with the sword of truth. He declared 
His confidence in God, and His obedience_ to His Word. Here Jesus 
gives us a fine example of the triumph of dominant faith. There are 
two examples in the Old Testament which strongly resembles this. 
:Abraham "staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief ; but 
was strong in faith, giv:ing glory to God." The sincerity of Job's faith 
and religion was the question between God and Satan. Job's friends
perhaps unconsciously-were Satan's instruments,· .hurling the devil's 
arguments against him. ,Job puts the whole issue definitely, when he 
says, "Though lie slay me, yet will I trust in Him; but I will maintain 
mine own ways before Him." Some objection has been made to this 
rendering of Job's words, but the emendation offered in place of it 
leaves Job's position very much the same-he will not yield to their 
arguments, let the worst came he will still trust in his God. He will 
die rather than succumb to Satan's lie. Hunger cannot justify sin. 
Eve listened-she looked-she saw that the forbidden fruit was p!easant 
to the eye; and she fell. Jesus had humbled Himself.:_had made Himself 
of no r11putation-had become a servant, and He would not clutch at 
the title, " Son of God." He knew Himself, and He would not use, 
nor sanction any equivocal arguments. Son though He was He would 
not take any liberty with parental authority which a servant could not 
dare to do. He would not ignore responsibility, nor evade duty. 
"Very dangerous is the temptation, when it is suggested to us, that 
God is not to be obeyed, except so far as the reason of His command is 
apparent. The true rule of obedience is, that we, being content with a 
bare comma.ad, should persuade ourselves that what He enjoins is just 
and right."• . . 

Christ's act in refusing to make bread for His own needs st~nds in 
remarkable contrast to some of His subsequent works; and the fac~ that 
He bountifully made bread for five thousand men, besides women and 
children, enhances the glory of His example in resisting the devil. He 
would not make bread for His own hunger, bnt He would turn water 
into good wine for a wedding festivity. The severe denands of faith 
are brightened by the holy joy of the Gospel. He would not miracu
lously supply bread and fish to the loafers who followed Him acrns~ the 

* Ca.lvin. 
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lake, but He did miraculously feed four thonsand men, besides women 
and children ; He compassed ma and land to supply their needs. He 
trusted His Father to supply His needs. H<', who, ~tinding on the 
steps of the Temple, cried, "If any man thirst, let him come nnto Me, 
nnd drink," sat by Jacob's well, waiting for a stl'tlnger to come and 
<lraw water that He might beg a drink from her pitcher. Faith in God, 
not presumptuous miracles, is a storehouse of bread, and a well of walet·, 
ever full. 

Jesus, who would not turn stones into bread, taught us to pmy, first 
for the advancement of the kingdom of God ; then to pray, "Give us 
this day our daily bread." Is not this another rendering of His reply 
to the devil? First, the Word of God; then the bread that perisheth. 
The same truth He teaches us in the sermon on the Mount: Seek first 
the kingdom of God, and the bt·c>ad and the clothing shall be added 
unto you. The br ... ad w.i ask for daily should be more than that which 
perisheth. 

God has many ravens as well as many Elijahs, and He can supply 
every need out of His fulness. Temporal adversities form one of Satan's 
busy _hunting-grounds. Coming, perhaps, as an angel or light, he says : 
"You must live, and to live you must be fed-tq.rn stones into bread; 
be not over fastidious, hunger may justify an 11ct of over-reaching, or 
of deceit, or of reserve and concealment of truth." Often in the keen 
competitions of business temptations such as these are most alluring to 
the tempted, and most difficult to resist, especially when opportunity is 
near on the one hand, and a tempting devil at the other. Ah, then how 
much we need the grace of God at both ! 0 for the Holy Spirit's voice 
in such an hour, saying," Cast all your care on God, for He careth for 
you." Disciples of Jesus, remember He was tempted to turn stones into 
bread, bot He set the WORD and the kingdom first. Rest in the LORD, 
wait patiently for Him. "Jehovah-Jireh "-the Lord will Eee, and 
provide. 

One fact is better than much theory. My old friend, John P.--, 
went home to glory more than half a century ago. He was aged, I was 
young, and he helped me much on "The King's Highway." As we walked 
to the village chapel to preach the Gospel he told me this story. Jn 
his early life he was prostrated by a long, severe illness. With his large 
family, he was reduced to destitution. One morning, with no fire, no 
coal, and no food in the house, he and his family met around the table 
for family worship. On the other side of the street there lived a kindly 
man, who had often helped him. On that morning he stepped across ; 
by the old thumb-latch he opened the door, and entered the room. John 
was concluding with the LORD'S Prayer. The neighbour saw the empty 
grate, and the empty table, and he heard the petition : "Give us. this 
day our daily bread." His heart melted, he went home, filled two 
baskets with coal and food, and carried them over. Soon aftet· he left 
that neighbourhood. John gathered health and strength. He was on 
the Preacher's Plan. One Saturday his wife said : "John, you are not 
going to R--· to preach to-morrow, are your" "Yes, why not r" 
" Well, look at your clothes, ~ou are not fit to be seen in the street." 
"Well, the LORD knows, and 1f He sees fit He can send me some better." 
The Sabbath morning came; John was resting while the good wife 
prepared breakfast. There was a knock at the door, and a parcel W!lS 
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given in. On opening it, to their great surprirn, there was a suit of 
black cloth. A small note explainei that it was a thank-offering from 
the friend who had lived on the other side of the street who through 
,John's P!·9:yer, ". Give us ~his day our daily bread," had b~en le~l by the 
Holy Spmt to live by faith on '' the Bread of Life.'' And ,John gave 
glory to God. 

ULOSE COMMUNION. 

IN an article which appeared recently in a religious paper, wherein the 
writer holds it to be a departure from the truth to refuse to 

r<'cognise the Church of Rome as a Church of Christ, he refers to a 
section of the Baptist denomination which maintains close communion, 
and this is regarded as deadly error. We plead guilty to maintaining 
close communion, but deny emphatically that it is deadly error. lf 
error means a departure from the truth, then surely it is not those 
who abide by apostolic order, but those who have adopted a practice 
differing therefrom who are in error. 

There are two ordinances instituted by our Master which are 
binding upon all His followers-viz., baptism and the Lord's Supper. 
During His ministry on ear~h, Jesus, having Himself been baptized, 
made and baptized disciples; and ere He suffered, He, in the upper 
room, instituted the last Supper. In the commission to His disciples 
our Lord says, " Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever [ h:tve commanded_you." 
Again, in connection with the carrying out of this commission, we read, 
"They that received the word \{ere baptized, a·id they continued stead
fastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers." In each case baptism is prior to the SuppE>r. These 
two ordinances rest upon the same authority-that of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He who said, "This do in remembrance of Me," said also, 
" Baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost." The difference between the two is that whereas baptism 
needs to be administered but once-at the commencement of the Chris
tian life,-the Lod's Supper is to be frequently observed: 1 Cor. xi. 26, 
" For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show forth 
the Lord's death till He come." 

There is a great tendency to-day to exalt the Lord's Supper above 
baptism ; but for this there is no warrant in Scripture. Taking the 
passages given in " Cave's Digest" bearing upon the subj£,ct., whilst we 
find that instruction is given concerning the observance of this ordinance, 
apart from the word given at its institution, there is no direct command 
to observe it, whilst on the other hand there are many tlirect commands 
to be baptized. The communication in 1 Cor. xi. concerning the Supper 
was Jnade to the Church, the Church being, as we contend, composed of 
baptized believers. Of course it is incumbent on all true disciples of 
Christ frequently to meet around the table of Lhe Lord, and it is equally 
incumbent upon them to obey His other command, and be baptized. 
Neither the one nor the other is essential to salvation, but both are, for 
wise ends, ordained by the King. 

Furthermore, the Communion is not as is sometimes stated-
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appointed as a test of brotherly love. This certainly should exist between 
those who gather to partake of this Supper, but our lo,e to the brethren 
is manifested in other ways-in loving sympathy and practical help, and 
so forth. There are many whom we love as brtthren in Christ, and with 
whom it is our privilege to hold sweet intercourse, with whom we could 
not sit down at the table of the Lord-not owing to any lack of spiritual 
affection, but because loyalty to our King requires that we observe His 
commands in the order He has appointed, The true significance of the 
ordinance is set forth in the \l"ords of Christ to His disciples: "This do 
in remembrance of Me." And Paul, after twice quoting these very 
words, says, "As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
skew forth the Lord's death till He come." As Abraham Booth 8ays in 
his "Apology for the Bapti8ts : " "The design of the great Institutor 
was that it should be a memorial of God's love to us and Immanuel's 
death for us." 

As to the order in which these should be observed, our practice 
in requiring faith before baptism, and bapfam before communion, is 
according to New Testament teaching. Tb ere is no recorded instance 
of anyone being baptized who did not profess faith in Christ. When the 
Ethiopian eunuch desired to be baptized, he is met with these words: 
"If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest." 'l'he word to the 
Philippian jailor is not, fit-st be baptized and made a child of God, but, 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." Then he 
is baptized, and all his, straightway, and these all rejoiced, believing 
in God. 

Again, it was to Saul of Tarrns, as a believer, that Ananias said, 
"And now why tarriest thou ? Arise, and be baptized." It was fa~th 
in Christ first, and then baptism. This was followed by fellowship with 
the disciples, and partaking of the Lord's Supper (see Acts ii. 41, 42). 
Association with the disciples, or Church fellowship, was necessary, the 
Lord's Su1per being a Church ordinance, only to be observed when the 
disciples were gathered together. 

We are told by Mosheim in his "Ecclesiastical History''. that in 
the earliest times of the Church all who professed firmly to believe th~t 
Jesus was the only Redeemer of the world, and in consequence ~f this 
profession promised to live in a manner conformable to the purity of 
His holy religion, were immediately recJived among the disciples of 
Christ. This was all the preparation for baptism then required. Sub
sequently, he adds, none were adm;tted to baptism but such as had been 
instructed in the principal points of Christianity. 

ThP, practice, moreover, is confirmed by history. In the W?rk above 
referred to, Abraham Booth gives several pages of quotations from 
various writers which prove this to be so. Here are three of them:
J ustin Martyr says : '' '.l'his feast is called by us the Eucharist, of which 
it is not lawful for any to partake but such as believe the things ta~ght 
by us to be true, and have been baptized." Lord Chancellor Kmg : 
"Baptism was always precedent to the Lo1d's Supper, end none were 
admitted to receive the Eucharist till tluy u:tre baptized." Dr_. 1:J?d
dridge says : "It is certain, rn far as our knowledge of primitive 
antiquit_v reachEs, that no unbaptized person receivEd the Lord's 
Supper.'' 

'rims it is admitted that baptism should precede the Lord's Snpper, 
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and, ns we see from the New Testament, faith in Christ should precede 
baptism. But we hold thHt immersion alone is baptism, and conse
quently that one who has not been immersed according to Christ's com
mand has not been baptized. It is conceded that the word signifies " to 
immerse," and it is also conceded that the primitive order was immersion. 
Thus Witsius: " It is certain that John, and the disciple~ of Jesus, 
ordinririly used dipping," though he afterwards endeavours to show that 
sprinkling or pouring will do equally well, notwithstanding that he 
says, "There is a far greater c-)piousness of significance, and fuller 
similitude between the sign and the thing signified, in immersion." 
Dr. Hodge also, in his" Outlines of Theology," says: "No advocate of 
sprinkling can, in consistency with his own fundamental principles o:· 
with the historical usage of the Christian Church, outla.w immersion." 
11, then, the first disciples understood Christ's command to be that 
disciples should be immersed, and so practised, on what authority, we 
ask, is something different and less significant substituted ? 

Believing immersion to be baptism, we are, on the testimony of 
those who differ from us, consi~tent in requiring that it should precede 
communion. On their own showing, too, we are in harmony with primi
tive order in practising immersion; and being in harmony with New 
'festament teaching in requiring faith before baptism, we have not 
departed from primitive order in these things, but it is those who act 
differently from 1,his order who are in error. 

JAMES E. FLEGG, 

LESSONS FROM OREA.TION. 
BY PASTOlt A. E. RE.ALFF. 

"But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; a.nd the fowls of the 
air, and they shall tell thee: or speak to the earth, and it shall tea.oh thee: and 
the fishes of the sea. shall declare unto thee."-Job xii. 7, 8. 

THE holy Patriarch, vexed and annoyed by the first speeches of his 
three friends, all of them evincing such a lack of just perception 

and .charitable feeling, utterly misunderstanding the case with which 
they are dealing, and imputing to the man of God things that he knew 
not, replies to tb.e last of these in satirical language, saying, •• No doubt 
but ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with you" (ver. 2). He is 
utterly weary of their pious platitudes, reiterating truisms which every 
observant person is acquainted with:-" I have understood as well as 
you ; I am not inferior to you : yea, who knoweth not such things as 
these ? " (ver. 3). 

Moreover, they had been falsely arguing that good men always 
prosper, and that evil men are the sufferers under calamities; whereas 
the very contro.ry is often to be seen, for " the tabernacle of robbers 
prosper, and they that provoke God are secure; into whose hand God 
bringeth abundantly" (ver. 6). Indeed, this truth may be learned even 
from the innocent creatures that people earth, air, and sea, for how 
often they have to suffer when they deserve it not ! How frequently do 
they fall a prey to voracious enemies ! Calamity, therefore, ca?- be no 
evidence of exceptional guilt. The most gentle, harmless, and mnocent 
ct·eatures often fall a prey to the violent and the strong, as the lamb to 
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the wolf, the antelope to the lion, the lark to the hawk. Droves of 
useful and harmless ca·tle are delivered to the mercy of wicked men ; 
and, indeed. the best and the most of the good things of this world foll 
to the lot of bad, unprincipled, ungodly, or mieel'ly men. 

This fact, we find, became, in a later age, a great exercise to the 
Psalmist Asaph, until be "went into the rnnctuary of God," and 
"understood their end" (Psa. lxxiii.). Thus he learned the same lesson 
which Job inculcates here in the time of his deepest affliction; and 
surely such mysteries in Providence could not be, unless subject to the 
all-wise will and purposes of the great First Cause and Disposer of 
events. "The lot is cast into the lap ; but the whole disposing thereof 
is of the Lord'' (Prov. xvi. 33). It is recorded that when Napoleon 
contemplated the invasion of Russia, and mentioned his intention to the 
Czar's Ambassador, that official said to him, "Man proposes, but God 
disposes." "Go and tell your master," replied the arrogant warrior, 
•· that it is I who propose, and I also dispose." The Almight.y heard 
his blasphemous challenge, and accepted it. He did not speak, nor_ 
move from His throne : He only sent some tiny, light, fleecy snow
flakes. Meanwhile Napoleon poured his conquering hosts into Moscow, 
but the snowstorm proved too much even for thtir prowess. The flakes 
fell and fell, until they became such an encumbrance, and such a freezing 
power, that the great conqueror had to retreat without a conquest, and 
thonsands of his mighty men left their carcases behind to whiten on t.b.e 
icy plains! 

But now, dear readers, how edifying and consoling are the lessons in 
this book of Job! Here we may learn that affliction and trouble, trial 
and sorrow, are no certain evidenc68 of Divine displeasure. On the con
trary, the child of God is here taught that the Heavenly Father chastens 
His children "for their profit," and that they may be "partakers of 
His holiness." "Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: 
therefore, despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty ; for He 
maketh sore, and bindeth up ; He woundeth, and His hands make whole. 
He shall deliver thee in six troubles : yea, in seven t'iere shall no evil 
touch thee. In famine He shall redeem thee from death : and in war, 
from the power of the sword" (v. 17 ). This is one of the true and ex.Jel
lent things which, among much that is beside the mark, are to be found 
in the speeches of Job's friends. Yes, God is sovereign, and does
" according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabibnt;i 
of the earth : and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What 
doe5t Thou ? " (Dan. iv. 35). Jehovah has a perfect right to act thus, 
and all His acts are righ~ 

'' The mystic mazes of Thy will, 
The shadows of celestial light, 

Are past the power of human skill, 
But what the Eternal acts is right." 

It behoveth us, therefor~, not to dictJa.te, but to submit. "Shall we 
receive good at the hand of the Lord, and shall we not receive evil?" 
It is reported that ..£sop's master once gave him a bitter melon, and bid 
him eat it. He did so at once, and without shewing signs of disgust. 
His master asked how he collld eat it with such apparent relish. He 
~eplied, '· I have received so many good things from your hand, that 
it does not become me to evince displeasure on account of one bitter 
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melon." That renowned heathen may here well teach us Christians a 
lesson. 

Beloved readers, our Lord distributes the good and evil things of 
this life according to His own snperior judgment of what is wise and 
best, and not according to human ideas of merit or demerit. By-and
bye there is to be an eternal adjustment of reward and punishments 
according to the plan which He has distinctly laid down in His Word. 
Meanwhile our patience, meekness, submi~sion, humility, faith, hope, 
and other graces are developed and increased by the exercises we have 
to go through in this time state. 

Job here says that even " robbers prosper." Perhaps he is thinking 
of the Sabeans and Chaldeans, who fell upon his oxen, and asses, and 
camels. So the Turkish brigands, who have recently been making them
selves rich by the capture and detention of Miss Stone and her com
panion, may" prosper" for a time in their wickedness and plunder. 
But the offended Majesty of heaven will find a way of dealing with t 11em 
sooner or later, "in whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and 
the breath of all mankind" (ver. 10). 

It is sin that bas brought trouble to the innocent creatures of rnrth, 
· sky, and sea, as well as to man, for in the early age of man there was 
perfect harmony among them ; and even the serpent wa, harmle,s in 
Eden, until Satan entered into it. Bat at the end, if we may take the 
prophecy literally, "the wolf a'so shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid. . . . They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all My holy mountain : for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea" (Isa. xi.). The Lord 
hasten that happy time when ·• the sword shall be beaten into the 
ploughshare," &c. Meanwhile may we be among thost: who are" look
ing for that ble3sed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ." For "as it is appointed unto men once 
to die, and after this the judgment : so Christ was once offered to bear 
the sins of many ; and unto them that look for Him shall He appear 
the second time without sin unto salyation." 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

"And He that shteth on the throne shall dwell among them. They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, 
nol" any heat."-Rev. vii. 15, 16. 

ONE peculiar feature of the wri~r ?f this very remarkal_>le book i~ that 
he does not attempt any descr1pt10n of the august Bemg who s~ts on 

the throne, nor does he indicate who He is by name, although it IS not 
difficult for us to arrive at a solution at once. John followed the example 
of his illustrious predecessors, men who had been favoured and especially 
honoured with transcendent visions of ineffable glory. I am thinking 
of the prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel. A careful perusal of their visions 
reveiils to us the fact that they have made no attempt to describe the 
marvellous and superlative appearance of D~ity. We only get_ the 
slightest intimation of that appearance recorded, mdeed the sacred wnters 
have sedulously guarded against the idle curiosity of men, at the same 
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t,ime have given no encouragement to idolatry. Whatever the sublime 
appearance to these faithful witnesses was we do not for one moment 
inquire .. We would rather be hidden, like Moses, in the cleft of the 
rock, while the glory of God passes by . 

. 'l'here is one sweet and precious thought that steals calmly ove1· one's 
mmd-·• Be that hath seen Me, hath seen the Father.'' By faith 
I cm look upon Immanuel, and behold the glory of God softened down 
so that I, a poor, trembling, timid, sinful creature, may look and live. 
But. in relation to our friends translated, who have entered into tt,at 
glonfied state, they are before the throne, and He who siUeth thereon 
dwells among them. Let us think of this very important, and, I may 
say, delightfully cheering statement, 

"SHALL DWELL AMOl!iG THEM." 

Perhaps it may help us to a better understanding, and at the same time 
deepen our appreciation of this precious truth, if we look at it by way of 
contrilst. God is said to be the believer's dwelling-place now in this 
~im~tate; they a~ ~aid to lodge under the shadow of the Almighty. He 
1s their Refuge, H1dmg-Place 1rnd Tower into which they run and are 
safe. Indeed, God is said to be a strong Habitation, to which His 
people may continually resort. Jesus is the Man who is a Hiding-Place 
from the st•Jrm, and th~ Shadow of a great Rock. Under that Shadow 
believers delight to sit down and to realise that a banner is spread over 
them which is called LOVE. Surely some such thoughts must hare 
occupied Moses, the man of God, who, as he reviewed the many years of 
unrest and wilderness wanderings, exclaimed, " Lord, Thou hast been 
our dwelling-place in all generations." Whatever discomfort, trial and 
disappointment attended that peculiar life for so many years, here is the 
trne secret of comfort, courage, and strength-our sure Abiding-Place, 
an immovable Foundation, an eternal Covering to shelter the weary, 
tried pilgrim in his solitude. I was much struck the other day in 
reading of the sin of, and judgment of God upon, His ancient people: 
how He would scatter them among the countries. "Yet will I be to them 
as a little sanctuary," i.e., God w·ould be a Refuge, Protection, and 
Place of retreat in the countries where they should come (Ezek. xi. 16). 
What God was to Israel He certainly is to those who are in Christ 
Jesus. If therefore He was a Wall of Fire round Israel, He is a Wall 
of Love round His chosen to-day. I cannot resist ~he temptation to 
write the beautiful words of the prophet Isaiah in giving a description 
of what the Lord would accomplish on behalf of His people: "The Lord 
will create upon every dwelling-place of Mount Zion, and upon her 
aesemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire 
by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence (Covering). And 
there shall be a Tabernacle fo1· a shadow in the daytime from the heat, 
and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain." 
Such are tile special provisions made for our safety, security, and shelter 
while pilgrims here below. May we not triumphantly ask, "If God be 
for us, who can be against us ? " 

It is now time we looked beyond the limits of our present abode, and 
try to think of the "regions beyond," across the river, where we are 
assured God dwells among His people. You will note the change-here 
we dwell in God, there God dwells among His redeemt!d. To dwell 
gives us the idea of pitching a tent; so God, dwelling amoug them, 
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really means that He would have His abode with them. You will 
doub~le~s remembe~ that under the old dispensation God's peculiar 
dwelling-place was m the tabernacle: the tabernacle occupied a central 
place among the tribes of Israel. There may be some remote idea of the 
tabernacle in the expression before us-" shall dwell among them." Be 
th~s as it may, we do not hesitate to say that in heaven there will be the 
conspiousness alwaye that God dwells there. Then comes the thought 
th~t. the redeemed are gathered around Him who sits on the throne in 
His own home, and our Father's home is our home. 

Another thought is given us-I give it my reader for what it is 
worth-I mean another rendering of the words before as: "Will spread 
a tent over them." This may be all right to learned men, but to my 
poor way of thinking I prefer my old Bible rendering, because of the 
glpry, majesty, and honour placed upon the saints up yonder. The King 
of kings and Lord of lords dwells among them : yes, and that makes 
heaven lteaven. The acme of enjoyment, the essence of delight, the joy 
of joys, are in this supreme thought, •• He dwells among them." Then 
I may add that it is of eternal duration, it is God's abode: He remains 
permanently, and so those who have already entered on the celestial stale 
shall go no more out for ever. 

" Think, 0 my soul, if 'tis so sweet 
On earth to sit at Jesu's feet, 
Whe.t must it be to wee.r a. crown, 
And sit with Jesus on His throne." 

ALL THE NEED OF THE GLORIFIED FULLY SATISFIED. 

The Psalmist's words will best express this when he said, "I shall be 
satisfied," filled full to the utmost of our capacity : a new experience, 
one never before realised-never can be in our present life. Who is, or 
can be, perfectly satisfied here ? I know of no one ! There is, and 
always• will be, some wish unsatisfied. Never shall we be free from some 
pressing need, some anxious care. But in heaven they hunger no more, 
all needs fully supplied, and all wishes gratified. They thirst no more : 
we little know what this means in om· climate; but go to the burning 
desert, far away from the "crystal spring," there we should experience 
l!,n intense burning thirst. The sun shall not light on them-i.e., shall 
not fall on them : the idea seems to be that the intense and burning 
heat of the sun shall not reach them; so they are free from all calamities 
to which many in the vicinity of Palestine are exposed. The one thought 
I would express is that full, complete and perfect satisfaction will be 
fully realised, and safety and security from every possible danger will 
be fully enjoyed by all who are by Divine grace favoured to receive 
an abundant entrance into the kingdom of God's dear Son. 

"The unveil'd glories of His face 
Amongst His saints reside, 

While the rioh treasure of His grace 
Sees all their wants supplied." 

67, Endwell Roa.d, S.E. 

'' BE watchful; the world is the devil's chessboard; you can hardly 
move backward or forward, but he is ready to attack yon by some 
temptation."-T. Manton. 



152 THE EAR'l'HEN VESSEL 

GLORY ONLY 1N THE LORD. 

''AXD all this glory is in the face of Jesus Christ,' who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctitlcation, and 

redemption;' and that for two ends, 'that no flesh should glory in Hii-1 
prernnce, and that he that glorieth might glory in the Lord' (1 Cor. i. 
29-31). If a man could have any saving wisdom but in and from 
Christ, to know God and the way to heaven, he would glory in that. If 
he had any Justifying righteousness to stand accepted hefore God iu, but 
Christ's, he would glory in that. If he hari any sanctification, but what 
is derived from Chris~ as its Root and Fountain, he would glory in that. 
If there was any redemption, but what Christ the only Redeemer brings 
in, he would glory iu that. Yeo, so proud, and so inclined is flesh to 
glory in God's p~esence, that sinners do vainly hunt after, and as vainly 
imagine they have attained, some matter of glorying before God. But, 
saith the apostle, Christ is rn made of God unto us, as to cut off all pre
tensions to any glorying, but in the Lord. So that a Christian, when 
he finds be is made wise to salvation, must say this is from Christ; when 
he seeth any justifying righteousness upon him, wherein he stands safe 
and accepted before God, he must say this is none of mine, but Christ's 
righteousness; when he finds any sanctification in him, in his heart and 
way of worship, be must say, this is but a few droppings from the 
Fountain, Christ, a liWe of the ointment that was pourtd in all fulnees 
on my High Priest, Jesus; when he gets any piece of redemption, or scts 
his faith and hope on complete redemption, a!! his acknowledgment, and 
all his expectations are, and must singly centre in Christ, the Redeemer. 
Ye!i., the Spirit of God expresseth this thing most strongly. He saith 
not, that Christ is made unto us the Prophet and Teacher, and Giver of 
wisdom; nor the Justifier and Bringer-in of righteousness ; nor the 
Sanctifier; nor the Redeemer; all of which are true of Christ, and of 
God's making Him to be, and oft spoken of in the Word, but He is made 
unto us the things themselves-wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
redemption. All of these are in Christ, and nothing of any of these is 
out of Him. Wisdom out of Christ is damning folly. Righteousness 
out of Christ is guilt and condemnation. Sanctification out of Christ is 
filth and sin. Redemption out of Christ is bondi:lge and slavery."
R. Traill. 

SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

II.-EAsT LONDON. COMMERCIAL STREET (continued). 

WE must, I think, pass on to the seventh pastor, and one of the most note• 
worthy of the long line of ministers of thi11 historic Church. 

Abraham Booth's life and work should receive more than passing notice. 
The eldest son of a Nottingham farmer, he was born m 1733. 

Re and his parents were converted under the word delivered by an itinerant 
preacher at Barton, and were afterwards baptized. Thie was in 1755, and 
young Booth, then twenty-two years of age, the "live coal from the altar" 
liaving touched hie lips, was soon actively engaged in preaching the Goepel 
under which he had found liberty. After several years of preaching at 
Kirby Woodhouse (frequently in the open-air) he took the oversight of the 
General Baptist Church there in 1760, assisting hie father on the farm till he 
learned stocking-we11.ving. Closer study of the Scriptures led to a change in 
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his sentiments. He became Calvinistic and separated himself as a worker from 
hie former associates, though always retaining their esteem. For a while he 
was silent. Then he hired a room called Bore'e Hall, at Sutton Ashford and 
commenced preaching again. ' 

While labouring here, and at Nottingham, and Chesterfield, he wrote his 
celebrated" Reign of Grace." The manuscript falling into the hands of an 
evangelical clergyman of Hudder~field, he journeyed to Sutton Ashford to 
see the writer. He found him, a poor man, at his stocking loom. This 
clergyman (Mr. Venn) thought so much of the book that he enabled Booth to 
publish it. Its circulation made the writer known in London. He was inviter! 
to supply in Prescott Street, and after doing so for a while, he accepted the 
pastorate on a unanimous invitation, !!'eb. 16th, 1770. 

On the home farm the earnest lad had had no other teaching than his 
father could bestow. At the loom he had opportunity for little more than the 
close study of those Scriptures his father had taught him how to read. 
Removed to London, with the leisure from secular work that the support of 
the Church to which he ministered allowed, the ripened intellect of the man of 
G-0d utilised his facilities for study bv mastering Greek and Latin. A worthy 
example. 

Thus equipped, he now took a leading part in the religious controversy of 
hie day, writing much and conclusively on the subjects nearest his heart-The 
Grace of God, Baptism in all its bearings, Terms of Communion at the Lord's 
Table, etc., etc. 

Through all this literary work hie devotion to his particular calling-the 
ministry at Little Prescott Street-never flagged. The Church grew and 
prospered; and one of the reasons to which he attributed this (under God's 
blessing) was, that he never absented himself from his post when physically 
able to fill it. He died January 27th, 1806. 

One great sign of the spiritual health of the church under Booth's ministry 
was the largeness of its contributions to the Baptist Fund (a fund mainly 
appropriated to the aid of poorer Churches). One annual collection amounted 
to £300 ; and many wealthy members made large donations. 

The next pastor was William Stevens, who resigned after a few years. It 
was about this time that the Stepney College (now removed to Regent's Park, 
and of which Dr. Angua was for so long the president), was founded. The 
institution was richly endowed by Mr. W. Taylor, then (in 1810) a deacon of 
the Prescott Street Church. 

He was succeeded by Thomas Griffin, who commenced his pastorate, 
January, 1813, and continued until July, 1831. That his ·ministry was 
attended with much blessing is shown by the numbers again added to the 
Church. 

Mr. Charles Stovel preached his first sermon in October, 1831, three months 
after the death of Mr. Griffin ; and he commenced his stated ministry here 
April 1st, 1832. 

Ten years later the construction of the Blackwall Railway so impaired the 
building in Little Prescott Street as to render its further use impossible. The 
present chapel in Commercial Street was built on freehold ground at a cost 
of £13,000, and opened in 1856. 

Mr. Stovel is remembered in many circles for his efforts in sympathy with 
the emancipation movement. 

In July, 1882, the Church here celebrated its fifth Jubilee in a large 
meeting, M1·. Willis, Q.C., in the chair. . . 

Since Mr. Stovel's death the Church passed through vaned expenences; 
until the friends from Artillery Street Church united with her ; and, after ;l. 

time, Mr. Othen was chosen pastor, which sacred office h_e has recently 
re.signed. The Church is, therefore, at the present moment, Ill a pastorless 
condition. SAMUEL B.-1..sKti. 

The Harbinger, Southwood Road, New EUham, S.E., April, 1902. 
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BEYOND. 

"This is not your rest."-Micah ii. 10. 

NoT here thy rest, oh pilgrim, 
'Tis but the King's highway, 

'Tis the desert lone, which must needs be passed, 
Which never retraced, shall la.nd thee a.t last 

At the portals of perfect day. 

Not here thy rest, oh pilgrim, 
'Tis but God's school below, 

Where He mouldeth thee in His perfect love, 
And fits an,d trains thee for glory A hove, 

The glory which soon thou shalt know. 

Not here thy rest, oh pilgrim, 
Yonder the ha.ven lies, 

There let thine hopes and thy longings be set, 
Soon shall thine bee.rt all .life's struggles forget, 

In its thrill of joyous surprise.· · 

Lift up thine head, oh pilgrim, 
Behold what for thee waits, 

The spotless white robe, the immortal crown, 
The victory palm, thou she.It never la.y down, 

In His everlasting gates. 

Count not life's toils, oh pilgrim, 
Soon every care shall cea•e; 

And thy ransomed soul join the white-robed throng, 
In triumphant bursts of the new, new song, 

In the land of eternal peace. · 

Patiently wait, oh pilgrim, 
Let not thine heart despond, 

The rest complete, which thou canst not know here, 
Comes surely apace, and ever more near, 

The rest -of thine home beyond. -KATE STAINES, 

THE PULPIT, ·rHE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 
Peaceable Fruits, or Words of Comfort 

for the Lord's Chastened Ones, b:17 
Kate Staines. London : S. ·w. 
Partridge & Co, 8 & 9, Paternoster 
Row. Price. cloth lettered, one 
shilling and sixpence. 

.our readers have had some taste of her 
poetic gift and spiritua.lity of _mind: 
We heartily welcome this collection 
of songs from her pen, and cordially 
recommend the little book to our 

· friends.· None- of the pieces is iong, 
the sentiments are all Scriptural, and 
exercised souls will find many a sweet 
thought, well expressed, and calculated 
to cheer and inspire them. We hope 
the reception of these poems will far 
exceed the highest expectation .of tho 
authoress. A short piece from the same 
pen appears above, to wh_ich we draw 
the attention of our readers. 

THE poems contained in this unpreten
tious little volume, we learn from the 
preface, are le,rgely the outcome of 
sanctified affliction--hence the title, 
" Peaceab'e Fruits.'' The authoress 
possesses a measure of true· poetic feel
ing, and no Rmall degree of poetic 
<)xpression. Two or three of the pieces 
have appeared in this magazine, so that 

"THEY weaken Christian comfort who make believers walk with 
Ch1:ist like dancers upon a rope, every moment in fear of breaking their 
necks."-T. Manton . 

• , THE Gospel is a sovereign plaister, but Christ must make it stick." 
-T. Manton. · · · · 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

SEASONS OF REJOICING AT 
NUNHEA.D. 

ON January 31st a youn!!'. people's Bible• 
class was formed, presided over by oar 
J)_&stor ; this is well attentied. On 
Thursday, April 3rd a baptismal service 
was held, when two young friends 
(both members of the Bible-class) made 
a public profession of their faith in 
Christ. Oar pastor preached an 
appropriate sermon from John xiv. 15. 
He spoke of three love~ :-(I) An 
afl'ectative love, which end,irea only for 
a season; (2) A visionary love, like 
Simon's; (3) The true love. which will 
stand the teat of persecution, trial, etc. 
·The following Sunday evening oar 
pastor preached from the wordd, 
"Intreat me not to leave thee," &~., 
basing his remarks under three heads, 
viz : (1) The plea, (2) The choice, (3) 
The spiritual resol11tion. At the 
ordinance of the Lord's Sapper oar 
p1stor had tlie pleasure of receiving 
nine into Church fellowship: others 
are desirous to be united with as. 1'o 
Ood be all the glory.-E. E. B. 

CLAPHAM (REHOBOTH, .BEDFORD· 
ROAD),-Services· were held on Much 
18th to commemorate the fiCty-fifth 
anniversary of the Church. Mr. 
Mituhell preaoh·ed in the afternoon 
from the words, "Salvation i11 of the 
l,ord," After tea the public meetinl{ 
was held, presided over by Mr; J, M. 
R11ndell: Mr. Mitchell spoke from the 
words, "Show forth His salvation from 
day to day," The report was read, 
which showed a satisfactory condition. 
The pastor continues to preach the 
truth faithfully; hearers are fed, aad 
somt1 have been led to cast in their lot 
with as, Prayer-meetinga are profi~
able seasons. Mr. Ddbnam spoke on 
" He is faithful that promised." Mr. 
Flegg made some weighty remarks on 
Psa. xlviii. 14. Mr. Holden gave wise 
counsel,. and spoke on the words," To 
the law and to the testimony." &o. Mr. 
Cornwell addressed us on "Ye must be 
born again," and oar pastor followed on 
the words, "Lo I am with y-oa al way." 
-JOSEPH ARNOLD. 

Jade on which to baee a few profitable 
remarks. Brother J. M. Sennitt drew 
attention to Josh. i. 6: Mo~eR waR la.id 
aside by God, who called Joshua. 
Courage is needed in His work. 
Bearing witness for Christ is wh,.t is 
wanted. Christ 11k~ll reign : to Him 
every knee shall bow. Brother S. J. 
Taylor said he believed in the fire of the 
Holy Ghost. This is what we want. He 
wa.s glad to learn that there was a. 
branch of the International Bible
reading As~ocia.tion here. Prayer
meetings should be well attended. Mr. 
F. Fells said one of the soea.kers had 
referred to the treatment of young men 
in our denomination. He tho11!!'ht there 
was improvement in this re•pect, there 
was awakening: foreign mission work 
was more attended to, singing was 
helpful, prayer-meetings were usefnl to 
success for Christ. After singing and. 
concluding prayer by the chairman, this 
interesting occasion was brought to a. 
close.-W. C. B. 

STEPNEY.-The fifty-ninth anniver
sary of the S•hba.th-3chool was com
memorated on E'lster S11nila.y, M~rch 30. 
Onr p'lstor, Mr. J. Parnell, preached in 
the morning from "My little children. 
let us not live in word, neither in 
t'lngue ; but in deed and in truth." 
He discoursed upon love in writing, 
love in action, love in children. 
and love in season. His evening text 
was, "For the redemption of their soul 

_is precious, and it ceaseth for ever." He 
dwelt upon the subject of redemption, 
the necessity of redemption, the price 
of redemption, a.nil the period of re
demption. la the afternoon the scholars 
were aesem bled in the chapel, and 
listened with profit to au excellent 
address by 011r pastor upon the word 
"Beautiful." On E'lster Monday after
noon Mr. E. Mitchell captivated the 
children as he instructed them fr:,m the 
words of the text, "Thy word is a lamp 
unto mv feet, and a light unto my 
path." The friends enjoyed a thorongh!y 
social tea in the cllapel. Mr. I. R. 
Wa.kelin was to have presided at the 
evening meeting, but regret he was 
prevented through indisposition. O11r 

NOT'flNG HILL GATE (BETHESDA). pastor made an excellent substitute. 
-The thirty-sixth anniversary wa~held Paalm viii. having been read, Mr. 
on Easter Sunday and Monday. Mr. J. Lowrie offered prayer. The chairman's 
Martin preached morning and evening addre•• was upon "Teaching." He said 
on Sunday two )Jrofitable discourees. that Cllrist's teaching was personal. 
On Monday afternoon Mr. F. Fells from observation, with authority, based 
preached from Col. iii. 1-4. After tea. upon His own knowledge, designed for 
a public meeting was held, T. G, C. I the good of all ages, embraced historic"! 
Armstrong, E~q., p!"esidinjl', Brother faots, was dr&l\"n from public occur
Ackland implored the Di\"lne blessing. renoes, showed the absolute necessity of 
The report for the past year was the new birth, and focuseed into the 
delivered by the secretary. Brother divine work He came to accomplish, 
H. E. Bond chose the last two verses of He oame into the world to save sinners. 
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Mr. J. Clark spoke upon the oharacter, 
influ-enoe and success of Sunday-school 
work. Look at the influence of Sunday
achool work upon society, in the family, 
in the Church: the success is future, 
certain, joyous, abundant Mr. F. C. 
Holden's address was upon "I love them 
that love Me." He remarked: This 
feature of Divine love is responsive. We 
love Him because He first loved us. Mr. 
E. M itohell spoke from "Let us not be 
weary in well doing: for in due season 
we shall reap if we faint not.'' Hesaid: 
Sunday-school teaching is well doing ; 
we must go on an,l persevere in the 
work. Mr. H. F. Noyes s1_1oke of the 
object in teaching. He said we must 
teach the Word of God in its entirety. 
Mr. Thomas Jones also spoke on the 
"Teacher's subject and object." He 
remarked : The teacher's real work is 
to make known the remedy for sin, to 
teach the glorious person of Christ and 
the love and compa.ssion of His great 
heart. The report was encouraging, 
showing 198 scholars in attendance, 
being an increase of 11 on the previous 
year, makinir an average afternoon 
attendance of 120 for the first three 
quarten. The last quarter 238 children 
had attended, but were not all on the 
admission book, -not having registered 
sufficient attendances to be accounted 
scholars. The average attendance for 
the last q na.rter was 132 Last yea.r we 
had 9 tea.chars, we now have 11. The 
children were deserving of some credit 
for the a.ble manner in which they sang 
the hymns which were specially com
posed for the occasion by the super• 
intendent. We never spent a more 
enjoyable meeting. Praise ye the Lord. 
-HAYTER SCRIVENER. 

IPSWICH (ZoAR).-Onr special ser
vices on Good Friday were of a deeply 
spiritna.l na.ture. Mr. Mutimer prea.ched 
to us. and his very clear and forcible 
expositions of Old Testament Scriptures 
were hea.rd with ea.cred plea.sure by good 
congregations. In tbe afternoon the 
pla.n of ea.lvation wa.e abundantly illus
trated by the Passover (Exod. xii. 15), 
" When I see the blood I will pass over 
you." In the evening the table of 
ehewbread (Exod. xxv. 30) furnished 
the preacher with a. rioh store of 
beautiful idea.a, showing the sacred 
bond that unites Christ and His people. 
We had a Goepel feast of no mean 
order. It cheered our hearts, streng
thened our fa.ith, endeared the Sa.viour, 
and the power and bleBBing of the 
sacred Spirit was felt in our midst. 
During the interva.l about one hundred 
enjoyed tea together.-H. B. 

FARNHAM. - Anniversary services 
were held on Easter Monday. Mr, W. 
F. Waller preached in the afternoon 
from Ezek. xxxiv. 26, dividing hie text 

thus : (I) The promise; (2) Subsequent 
blessings; (:!J Designed effect. He 
sweetly reminded us of the ,rreat 
Promiser, Hie ability and faithfulness 
to Hie Church i how that fruitfulness 
resulted from tne showere, and as the 
earth was enriched throu~h them, so 
the Church of God waR enriched by the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and 
became a blessing to others, as thn 
woman of Samaria in telling others of 
the Christ, etc. The Holy Spirit in all 
Hia influence was set forth as the only 
Efficient Cause of blessing. Tea waA 
partaken of by a goodly number, and 
justice wa9 done to the efforts put forth 
by the sisters. In the evening Mr. 
Chisnall, or Guildford, took for his text 
P.ia. xlviii. 14-(1) Discrimination. (2) 
Faith, (3) Hop", and (4) Resignation. 
Our brother ,delivered a very powerfnl 
and stirring sermon, sympa.thising with 
ns in our condition and exhorting us to 
look to God for the guidance needed. 
For the interest our brother takes in us 
and his readiness to help we are in
debted, and we pray the Lord to reward 
him. The neighbouring Churches were 
well represented, and we were mnch 
encouraged. Heartily do we thank"th11 
friends for their practical help and 
sympathy.-A. C. 

OLD BRENTFORD. - On Ea.eter 
Monda.y, March 31st. the eighty-third 
anniversary of the Cause of God here 
was held. The attendance was very 
good. The Lord graciously helped each 
e>f our brethren in speaking in His 
name, and we are already rejoicing in 
the signs following the preaching of the 
Word ; the message of the evening being 
especially blessed to one dear friend who 
usually worships with us here, and who 
now seeks to join us. In the morning 
our dear brother Mr. Mitchell preached 
from Ephes. ii. 4, 5. He reminded us 
that in this chapter Paul lays the sinner 
low and exalts a precious Christ, and 
this fact endears the chapter to those 
who realise that they are saved sinnera 
br free and llovereign l{race alone. The 
divisions were Cl) A Divine charaoter
istio-"God, who is rich in mercy." 
(2) An amazing and wondrous affection 
-" For the great love wherewith He 
loved us, even when we were dead in 
sins." (3) A Divine and wondrous 
operation-" Rath quickened us to
gether with Christ." In the afternoon 
our dear brother Mr. Kern spoke from 
Psa. xxviii. 9, "Save Thy people, and 
bless Thine inheritance : feed them 
also, and lift them up for ever." He 
noticed (1) The petitioner, (2) His 
fourfold_ petition. In the evening our 
brother Mr. Chilvers spoke to us from 
Solomon's Song iii. 9, 10. This sermon 
was full of beautiful e:!'position \\nd 
spiritual teaching. The Lord crown 
theEe special services with Hie rich 
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bleselng lor Ohrist's sake, •nd still help 
and bless our own beloved pastor in hie 
abundant and loving labours, is the 
prayer of-E. FROMOW. 

WILLENHALL ( LITTLE LONDON 
BAPTIST CHAPEL),-Speoial services in 
oommemoration of the 110th anniversary 
were held on Lord'd•day, Maroh 23rd. 
Stirring sermons were preached by 
pastor William Gill, of Norwich. The 
faot that our brother had been the be
loved and faithful pastor of this Church 
for some years caused many to rejoice 
in having the privileJe of hearing the 
Word of life from his lips once more, 
consequently the congreg-ations at all 
the aervioes were larger than ever. The 
singing was hearty, and collections 
satisfactory. We question whether at 
any previous period during its long 
history this Church has ever been in a 
more peaoeful and prosperous condition 
than it is at present. "The Lord has 
done great things for us, whereof we 
are glad.''-R. M. T. 

GLEMSFORD (PROVIDENCE),-The 
second anniversary of the pastorate took 
place on Good Friday, March 28th, A 
sermon was preached by pastrr E. White 
(Woolwich) in the afternoon, and was 
mnoh e_!!joyed. Many old friends of 
pastor White, from Clare and Stoke, 
met with us. A goodly number sat 
~own to tea, after which a public meet
mg was held, and a large congregation 
was present. The reports for the year 
were presented by the pastor, which 
showed that the Lord was working on 
behalf of the Cause. The leading items 
in the report were :-10 joined the 
Church, making 28 for the two years: 
congregations still show a steady in
crease, Finance-out of debt, notwith
standing an expenditure on decorations 
of :£29 14s. The Bible-class a blessing 
to the Cause, The average attendance 
of 32 young people for the year. The 
Tract-Society in oonnection with Bible
class distributed over 5,000 tracts and 
periodicals in the year. Above all, 
peace and union exists. Addresses 
followed by pastor E. White, Mr. E. 
Firbank, and the pastor. Surely we 
have cause to thank God and take 
courage. 

HALSTEAD (PROVIDENCE),-Recog
nition services in oonnection with the 
settlement of our brother H. G. Polley 
as pastor were held on Easter Monday, 
Maroh 31st. Pastor H. S. Boulton, of 
Chelmsford, presided. Pastor R. C. 
Budens, of Ipswich, stated the nature 
of a Gospel Church. Brother Polley, 
the pastor, then lfave an account of his 
call by grace, oall to the ministry, bis 
acoeptanoe of the pastorate, and doc
trinal belief. Brother G. Jarmin, 
deacon, then gave an account of the 

Lord's dealings with them as a Church, 
and of the Church giving our brother a 
call to the pastorate. Pastor E. White, 
of Woolwich, offered the ordination 
prayer. Tea was provided in the 
Congregational School-room, kindly 
lent for the occasion. About 200 sat 
down. The evening meeting was pre
sided over by pastor H. S. Boulton. 
Pastor R. C. Bardens gave the charge to 
the pastor,1.md pastor E.White the charge 
to the Ohurch. Addresses were given by 
11.astors Baker (of Braintree) and 
Folkard (of Sudbury). Many loving 
friends came from Glemsford, Sudbury, 
Cavendish, Yeldham, Haverbill, Heding
ham, Braintree, Markstey, Whitham, 
Colchester, &c. At both services the 
chapel was well filled.-G. JARMIN, 
Deacon. 

PECKHAM (ZION, HEATON·ROAD),
Special services were held on Easter 
Monday, March 31st, in connection with 
our Chapel Renovation Fond. In the 
afternoon, pastor H. T. Chilvers 
delivered a savoury discourse on the 
words, 11 A j ast God and a Saviour" ( Isa. 
xiv. 21). After the usual public tea, a 
public meeting was held, presided bver 
by E. H. Britton, Eeq. The treasurer's 
report was read. From this was gathered 
the fact, that considering the mysterious 
providential pathway the Church has 
been led into during the past few 
months, good work had been done by 
the Church in the matter of Chapel 
Renovation. Bat there otill remained 
the urgent need of external renovation, 
which requires £100 to carry out folly. 
Towards this sum, however, some £30, 
the gifts of generous friends, remain in 
band. Pastor E. Beecher directed our 
minds to the words," A Lively Hope by 
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ." Pastor 
Dadswell spoke from the words, 
11 Rabboni; which is to eay, Master." A 
good brother, who came in place of 
pastor White, then gave us a helpful 
word,after which pastor Veysey cheered 
us with some precious Gospel encourage
ments. Collections were good. We 
desire thankfully to acknowledge gifts 
of 5s. and 103. from anonymous friends. 
-J, KNIGHTS, 

WOOD GREEN.-On Good Friday, 
special services were held in connection 
with the tenth anniversary of the ope11-
i11g of Park Ridings Chapel. Pastor J. 
E. FleJg unfolded the words found in 
Heh. ii. 9, in tbo afternoon. After tea, 
a public meeting was held, presided over 
by our pastor, S. Hutchinson. Brother 
Applegate through illness was unable 
to occupy the chair. Brother Gentle 
asked the blessing of the Lord. The 
chairman referring to the afternoon 
discourse, expressed the pleasure be 
experienced as the preacher expatiated 
on the glory of the cross of Christ. 'l'he 
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text of Scripture uppermost in the mind 
of the pastor with regard to the service 
nf the day was 1 Kings viii. 29, "That 
Thine eyes may be open toward this 
ho11se night and day.'' Gre11.t pleasure 
was afforded by the readinir of a letter 
from an aged saint, wishing God's bless
ing upon the meeting, and enclosing a 
postal order towards the collection, 
this dear son! being 86 year• of af!'e, and 
blessed the Lord for 70 ye11.rs' spiritual 
favours. Brother Voysey spoke of ttie 
death of Christ. Brother J. E. Flegg's 
theme was glorying in Christ. Brother 
M. E. Green sought to tell us so:ne of 
" Our Needs." Brother H. W, Sandell 
emphasized the neoessity of only exalt
ing a precious Christ on Church plat
forms. 

CHELMSFORD.-On Friday, March 
28th, the annual Ppring meetings of our 
Bible-classes were held. Mr. Boulton 
(pastor), preached in the afternoon. 
About RO sat down to a public tea. In 
the evening a public meeting was pre
sided over by our pastor. After the read
·ing of a portion of Scripture and prayer 
by three of the class-members, the 
annual reports were read by the respec
tive secretaries of the Sunday afternoon 
and Tuesday evening classes. Each 
class bas an increased membership-the 
numbers being: Sunday olass,40; Tues
day, 53. An address was then given by 
Mr. Baker, of Braintree, from the words, 
" Who aha.II roll awav the stone? " Mr. 
Chilvers (deacon), then spoke on the 
words, "Make a savoury meal." Then 
followed Mr. S. Goodwin with a few 
:w.ords on .the " Cross of Christ." Mr. D. 
Monk next spoke from ""Take ye away 
the stone." On behalf of the members 
and friends of the Church, Mr. Cottee 
presented a sum of money to Mr. 
Boulton as an expression of the 
sympathy all felt with him and Mrs; 
Boulton in their recent affliction. All 
were pleased to know the trial and 
afflio~ion were eo far over, and had 
willingly and lovingly given the sum 
nf £13 15s. In a few suita.ble words, Mr. 
Boulton expressed his gratitude for the 
kindness shown him throughout, and 
especially by this handsome present.
F. J, HAZELTON, 

of the Ch11rch towards the "sons of the 
stranger," and urged the duty of preaoh
ing '' the Gospel to every creature," 
according to the great commission. The 
keynote thus given was sustained by the 
speakers. Addresses were given by 
p<L•tors C. Guy on the " Faithful 
Minister" H. T. Chilvers, on the 
"Unchangeablene~R of Jesus Christ," 
T. Jones on "Paul's heart's desire and 
prayer to God that Israel might be 
save/I," E. White on preaching" Christ 
crucified," and T. Henson on one of 
Paul's great questions. Collections 
amounted to :£16 l0s. T. Daynes Wood, 
Esq , a deacon of the Church, spoke of 
the faithful, efficient work done by the 
pastor, of much pain and affliction 
suffered by him, of the attachment of 
the Church to him, and their appreoia• 
tion of his work,and in the name of the 
Church and congregation presented him 
with a oheque containing the amount 
of the colleotionP, £16 10s. Brother 
Ro~e was called upon to speak. In much 
weakness and pain he thanked the 
people for all the Christian love and 
sympathy Phown to him, referred·to the 
past year with thankfulness,and looked 
forward to the future with hope. 

THAME-SpeciDl services were held 
on Good Friday. In the afternoon our 
pastor (W. Chambers), preached a very 
appropriate sermon from .John xix. 28, 
in which he dwelt upon our Lord thirst
ing to do His Father's will, to ransom 
His people, ana to destroy the power and 
works of the devil. It was a season of 
:refrePhing. Tea wa11 provided for the 
numerous friends assembled. In the 
evening our pastor gave us his lecture, 
entitled, 11 Leesons from my Study 
Lamp" in whioh salvation and sanctifi
cation were clearly set forth, as also the 
necessity and value of practical godli
nese. The oongreg-ations were gocid, and 
the financial results satisfaotory.-C. W. 

HIGH WYCOMBE (ZION).-OnMaroh 
31st, our pastor was aj!'ain favoured to 
baptize two young beheverP, On April 
1st, we held our anniversary. In the 
afternoon. Mr. Evans, pastor of Ches
ham, BuckP, preached a good Goepel 
sermon from Ephes. i. 7. In the even
inl!' we were favoured with good Goepel 

WOOLWICEI (CARMKL).-The fourth a.idresses. Oar pastor gave the opening 
anniversary of the pastorate of Mr. W. address from Isa. lvi. 5, making specia1 
H. Rose wa• celebrated on Tuesday, allusion to the wonderful providence of 
April 8th. Pastor J. W. Wren (of Bed- God. Mr. F. Tilbury, pastor of Wooburn 
ford), preached in the afternoon from Green, spoke from Aots xi. 23. He felt 
Phil. iv. 19 Very pointedly he showed those words were suitable to our pastor, 
the connection of the text with the pre• and to us as a Church. We, like 
ceding liberality of the Philippian Barnabas, when heoameto Antioch, have 
Christians, as the Divine blessing- seen the" Grace of God.'' Like Barnabas, 
resting upon the well-doing of God's he would give us a word of exhortation, 
people. Tea was servfd by the ladies. "to cleave unto the Lord." Then our 
The public meeting was presided over brother Dearing, of Bierton, spoke to us 
by F. J. Catchpole, Esq., who read Isa. from II Stady to shew thyself approved 
lvi., emphatically dwelling on the duty I unto God." There is the necessity of 
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knowing we are not .preaohing in our 
own name, We are working from li-fe, 
not for life, Brother Evans gave an 
address from II Some of the wonderful 
works of God "-in Bethlehem's manger, 
the wilderness, on the shores of Galitee, 
and on the hill outside Calvary. A good 
oompany assembled at both the services, 
and at tea. Friends met with us from 
Wooburn Green, Chesham, and Bierton. 
-ONE WHO WAB THERE, 

ST. ALBANS (BETHEL).-Special ser
vices were held on Easter Monday. Our 
esteemed brother E. Marsh was again 
with us, preaching afternoon and even
ing. Tea was served in the interval, to 
which about 100 of the friends sat"down. 
Good congregations attended both ser
vices, several friends from the neigh
bouring Churches cheering our hearts 
by their presence, Our beloved pastor, 
Mr. C. D. Jeffs, was also with us, and 
assisted in conducting the musical 
portion of the services. Collections, &c. 
for the day were about £6 We are once 
more enabled to say that II He is faith
ful that bath promised,"-G. W. 

HORNSEY RISE (EBENEZER SUN· 
DAY·BCHOOL, ELTHORNE·ROAD). - We 
celebrated our 19th anniversary on 
March 16th and 20th. On the Lord's• 
day our pastor (Mr, H. D. Sandell), 
preached two sermons : in the morning 
from Ephes. vi. 4, and in. the evening 
from Prov. iii. 17. On the following 
Thursday a public meeting was held. 
W. P. Goodley, Esq., presided. After 
reading 2 Tim. i. and prayer by brother 
Dawson, our chairman made a few 
remarks upon II Good instruction and 
its attendant blessings." The secretary 
presented the report, which showed that 
the school hi.d made some progress 
during the year. Brother E. Gentle gave 
an address from the words," Thy Word 
I have hid in my heart" &o. J. Kingston 
spoke from Pea. ex. 3, showing that the 
calling and manifestation of God ·s 
children were divine certainties, the 
means ofttimes being the instruction 
given in the Sabbath school. Our 
beloved brother Goodhew (who for a 
long period bas been absent through ill
health), made a few remarks. The 
oolleotions amounted to £5 17s. 2d.
ALFRED G. SANDELL, Hvn, Sec. 

CLAPHAM (COURLA.ND • GROVE),
Services to oommemorate the sixteenth 
anniversary of the Sunday-school were 
held on Lord's-day, April 13th. The 
pastor (Mr. H. Dadswell) preached 
excellent sermons morning and evening, 
and in the afternoon addressed the 
scholars, teachers and friends, after 
whioh he distributed 20 Bibles and 100 
other books among the scholars. The 
services were continued on Tuesday, 
15th. About 160 partook of II bountiful 

tea, which was followed by a public 
meeting, presided over by Mr. Dadswell. 
Earnest prayer was offered by Mr. 
Walter EdwardP, the secretary, who has 
been connected with the school since 
its opening. The report, submitted by 
the superintendent, Mr. A. Vine, was a 
record of much good and quiet work 
for the Master in this most impQrtant 
depar~ment of Christian service. In
cluding the superintendent's Bible
class there are 165 on the roll, with H 
teaJhers and officers. During the year 
one teacher and one member of the 
Bible-class had joined the Chnrob, 
while four junior scholars had been 
removed by death. The average attend
ance was excellent, especially in the 
morning; while the general conduct was 
admirable. The be.lance-sheet shewed 
that £1 3s, 7d. was due to the treasurer. 
the tote.I expenditure for the year being 
£27 12~. 2d. During the evening several 
scholars recited suitable pieces from the 
Scriptures and other sources, and 
excellent and interesting addresses by 
brethren Steele and J. E. Flegg were 
listened to with marked attention. On 
leaving each scholar was presented with 
a bag containing a bun and an orange, 
the gift of two friends. The collections 
at all the services were very good, and 
we were much encouraged by the 
atcendance of a large number of friend~, 
whose kindly sympathy will stimulate 
us to fresh energy in our work among 
the young. 

CHESHAM (TOWNFIELD), 
THE pastor'd anniversary was oelt'hrated 
on Easter Monday. Pastor Josiah 
Morling, from Wycombe, preached in 
the afternoon from l Peter i. 12, 
" Which things the angels desire to 
look into." The sermon was scriptu!'al, 
simple, experimental, and was listened 
to by an attentive congregation. 

The tea meeting was well attended. 
The public meeting was presided over 

by the pastor. After reading of Psalm 
CXl[l[iii. by Mr. Ives, of Wycombe, 
prayer was offered by Mr. Freeman, of 
-Camden Town, an old friend of the 
pastor'~. 

The Chairman, in his opening ad
dress, said he should and oould take the 
Psalm they had heard read as the 
foundation for his remarks, which 
might also be taken as a report of their 
condition as a Church and congrega
tion, and hopes for the future. They were 
united and at peace amongst them
selves, living in a town amidst other 
denominations and sections of the one 
irreat Church of which Christ was the 
Foundation, holding firmly their own 
distinoti ve doctrines anrl. practices, but 
regarrl.ing with Christian courtesy and 
charity others who differed from them, 
but who proved by the godliness of 
their lives that they were built upon 
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that one foundation. The work 
&monirst them wa.s ha.rd a.nd slow2 but 
steady a.nd sure. They were working 
for eternity ; a.nd received snob tokens 
for good in time &B encouraged them to 
contmne, a.nd look forward with a. good 
hope, feeling a.ssnred that he ha.d 
amongst his hearers ma.ny whose hearts 
were right with God, but ha.d not yet 
openly confessed it; a.nd he felt certain 
that before long some of them-some 
well on in life a.nd others in the early 
morning of it-would be constrained by 
the love of God working in the heart to 
say: We will go with you, for we see 
tha.t God is with you. The week-night 
services were well attended, but they 
long for more, a.nd making a.n earnest 
appeal to God-fearing men who did not 
attend them, he asked them to meet 
together on the following Thursday a.t 
7 p.m. to pray for the outpouring of the 
Spirit's influences, that greater blessing 
may rest on the Gospel preached, and 
many more might be added to the 
Church and congregation. 

Pastor Dearing, of Bierton, spoke on 
the difficulties, oppositions and adver
saries that were experienced by a.ll 
believers in their service for the Lord, 
but a.s it ha.d been in the past, so it 
wonld be in the future, the stone wa.s 
rolled &way that they expected to find, 
and so a.11 foes would be at last over
come, a.nd every hindrance removed for 
a.11 who from love were seeking for the 
Lord . 

Pastor J. Morling gave a masterly 
address from Isa. liii. 11: The certain, 
successful a.nd satisfactory completion 
of Christ's work-Local Paper. 

EA.ST HAM (RED PosT-LA.NE).
Pagtor S. T. Belcher preached on Good 
Friday afternoon from 1 Cor. ii. 13. 
Tea was served to about forty friends. 
ll'lr. W. L'.>wrie presided at the public 
meeting, and addressed us from the 
words, ·• Peace be unto yon." AddressP.s 
were delivered by brethren G. Smith, E. 
Welstand, J. A. Othen, W. Gull, W. 
Challis a.nd S. J. Taylor. Collections 
good. We thank God and take courage. 
-AN EYE-WITNESS. 

STRATFORD (GURNEY·ROA.D).-The 
pastor's eighth year of labour we.a 
commemorated on Lord's-day, April 13, 
and the following Tuesday. Pastor B. 
J. Northfield preached on the Lord's
day, a.nd pastor G. W. Thomas on the 
Tuesday afternoon. The usual tea was 
followed by a public meeting, under 
the presidency of our esteemed friend 
and brother, F. J. Catchpole, Esq. After 
prayer by pastor A. J. Voysey, the secre
tary of the Church, Mr. J. H. Kider, 
gave a deeply interesting report of the 
union between pastor and people, a.nd 
the hope of all hearts in this cause for 
the speedy erection of the new Sunday-

school building. Addressee full of 
spiritual instruction a.nd savour were 
delivered by brethren 'l'hom11,e, Sears, 
Chilvers\ Mutimer, a.nd Debnam, The 
pastor o osed with an expression of 
heartfelt gratitude for the loving help 
continued in hie work, a.nd the willing 
helpers tha.t ma.de it light, expressing 
the thanks of a.11 for the hearty work 
in connection with this meeting, a.nd to 
those from so ma.ny Churches who were 
gathered to encourage us. The oha.irma.n 
interspersed the speeches with words of 
wise counsel a.nd stimulus in the great 
Master's service, Arise, 0 Lord, send 
now prosperity. Collections, £20. 

MENDLESHAM GREE~.-A special 
meeting wa.s held on Good Friday. We 
ha.d a. good number to tea., and a larger 
gathering for the evening meeting. 
After a. speech by our pastor ( M.r. 
Dickerson) Mr. H. T. Ha.rt, senior 
deacon. presented him with a hymn
·book (Ga.deby's). Mr. Hart ga.ve a.n 
outline of the work a.nd length of onr 
pastor's ministry, Mr. Dicker~on gra.te
fully accepted the small gift, as if it 
were of greater value. Mr. H. Davey 
(deacon) then presented Mr. Hart with 
a hymn-book a.a a. slight token of love 
and a.pprecia.tion, Our brother has been 
the working deacon, secretary, a.nd 
school superintendent for many yea.rP, 
The Lord reward his abundant la.hours. 
-L. SCA.RFE. 

BIGGLESWADE (PR0VIDENCE).
The anni verea.ry services were held, a.s 
usual, on Good Friday. Mr. C. Barnes, 
pastor of ·' Beulah" Chapel, Harrow
road, London, preached in the morning 
and evening; and Mr. Frederick Kirby, 
of Bou verie-etreet, E.C., in the after
noon, There were good congregations 
at all the services, a.nd over eighty 
friends eat down to the public tea.. 
The collections for the Cause exceeded 
those of last year.-E. S. KING, 

PIMLICO (CARMEL). - Re-opening 
services were held on Good Friday. The 
chapel looked clean and well worthy of 
the expense and la.hour expended there
on. In the afternoon a. sermon wa.s 
preached by pastor Frank Fells from 
the words,'· My God, My God, why ha.et 
Thou forsaken Me 1 " and " Father, into 
Thy hands I commend My Spirit." 
Nearly ninety friends partook of tea.. 
The evening service we.a presided 
over by H. Ada.me, E,q., of High
bury.. Brother W. Gridley intreated 
the Lord's blessing. The report of 
the work a.nd fund was read by the 
secretary, who stated tha.t for a. long 
time we ha.d felt tha.t the thorough 
renovation of the house wa.s of utmost 
importance, but we oould not see our 
way clear to commence with eo great a. 
task without some fund to work upon. 
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In January, 1901, this fund was oom• 
menoed, and the following methods 
adopted : Regular weekly subscriptions 
from members and friends; oolleotinR" 
cards to every member of the Church; 
a box placed in the lobby, and the 
attention of visitors drawn to it from 
time to time; small envelopes dis
tributed for free-will offerings. With 
a little over £26 in band the work was 
commenced in faith, believing that the 
God who supplied our past needs would 
vrovide for us airain. The tender of 
Messre. Burton Bros., of Alderney
street, Pimlico, was accevted, and well 
carried out by them. The statement 
showed that the methods adopted bad 
brought in £6017s. 7½d., the afternoon 
collection and sale oC work £9 7s. 3d., 
making a total of £70 4s. IO½d., the coet 
of. renovating being £82 103. ; a balance 
of £12 5s. }½d. was required to complete 
this part of the work. After the evening 
collection was taken, and the necessary 
expenses deducted, it was mentioned 
that the amount required was not 
reached by about £5 (we are glad to re
port that this bas since been forth
cominir), and the whole amount for this 
part of the work realised, Excellent 
addressee were delivered by Messrs. 
Armstrong, Wileman, Waller, Fells, and 
our pastor, and we were as a Church 
much encouraged, feeling grateful to 
Bim who had done so much for us, and 
~omises still to supply all our need. 
We heartily thank all our friends who 
so generously helped us. We take up 
the further work of sanitation, etc., 
fired with the words, "Is anything too 
bard for the Lord 1"-W. H. H. 

HIGHBURY PLACE (PROVIDENCE). 
On Lord's-day, April 13th, and Tuesday, 
April 15th, pastor F. Fells' first anni
versary was celebrated. The pastor 
preached both morning and evening on 
Sunday, and we felt the Lord's blessing 
was restinR" upon his ministry, and that 
the way in which pastor and people 
were becoming cemented together was 
an abundant cause for gratitude, On 
Tuesday afternoon pastor Archibald G. 
Brown kindly visited us, and his cheery 
~tiniug discourse will long be remem
bered. Although many are unable to 
attend afternoon services, between three 
and four hundred were present, most of 
the ministerial brethren who were to 
speak at the evening service, besides 
others, being with us. The theme of 
Mr. Brown's sermon was, "Seeing that 
ye have," from Heb, iv. 14. We pray 
tbe Divine blessing may still attend our 
brother's ministrations. Tea was served 
at 6.15, nearly two hundred of the 
friends remaining. The evening meet
ing was also of a cheerful nature. 
Brother Jones was there, Brother 
Mitchell also came to cheerand enliven 
us as he usually does. Brother Ward, 

from Laxlield, Suffolk, a sterling friend 
of the pastor's for many years, was 
with us to wish us God-speed, and 
brethren White and Rose, of Woolwich, 
and brother Bush, of Surbiton, all did 
their part to cheer and encourage us, 
for which we 11,re jl'rateful. Our brother 
Millwood, of Hill-3treet, presided over 
our meeting. Several friends who could 
not be with us kindly eent donations, 
and over £20 was realised at these ser• 
vices. May God's blessing still rest upon 
us as a Church, our hearts be tilled with 
gratitude, our joy and boast as in years 
gone by-"The Lord of Hosts is with 
UP, the God of Jacob is our Refuge.''
W. LAWRANCE. 

WANDSWORTH COM~ON 
(CHATHAM BOAD).-The seventh anni
versary of the opening of the abo,-e 
and the third of the pastorate of Mr. J. 
E. Flegg werP. c0•mmemorated on Easter 
Sonday and Monday. On Sunday the 
pastor preached two excellent sermons 
from the words, '·I am the Resurrection 
and the Life," and "Speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go for
ward." On Easter Monday afternoon a 
larire congregation listened to some 
g_ood things from pastor Thomas, of 
Watford. The text waP, "And be 
pre.ached unto him Jesus." A good 
company eat down to tea in the new 
schoolroom, which is practically 
finished, and is to be opened in May. 
Big blessings were received by the large 
meeting which in the evening listened 
to a sermon by pastor Keru,of Ipswich. 
The text was, "Underneath are the 
Everlasting Arms." We were cheered 
by the presence of many friends from 
neighbouring Causes, including pastora 
Cornwell and A, E. Brown. The Service 
of Praise was well rendered, and the 
collections amounted to £16 9a. 3d. 
"Praise God from Whom all blessings 
flow." 

GRAYS (EBENEZEB).-Speoial ser
vices were held on Easter Monday. In 
the afternoon Mr. J. H. Lynn preached 
from John xx. 17. A goodly number 
sat down to tea. Brother Rayfield, from 
Gravesend, opened the evening meeting 
with prayer. Addresses were delivered 
by brother W ellstaud on " The dew and 
its effects" (Hosea xiv. 5). Brother 
Goldsmith on "It is Christ that died, 
Iea. rather, that is risen again." Brother 
J, H. Lynn on' Feed My lambs." 'fhe 
fervioes were seasons of power and 
bleesing.-F. S. W. 

GUILDFORD. -The twenty-ninth 
anniversary of the" Old Baptist Chapel, 
Sunday-school" was celebrated on 
Lord's-day, April 13th and the following 
Wednesday. Sermons were preached on 
Lord's-day morning aud evening by the 
beloved pastor and children's friend, 
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W. Chisnall, addressing also the pa.rent9 
and scholars in the afternoon. At all 
services the chapel was full, a.nu the 
collections exceeded those of former 
years. The chapel was well filled a.gain 
on the Wednesday afternoon, when 
pastor E. Marsh, of Gurney-ro&d, 
preached to a.n appreciative congrega
tion. The nsua.l tea. followed, and the 
schoolroom wa.s crowded. The evening 
meeting was to have been under the 
presidency of Mr. I. R. Wa.kelin; but 
ill-health prevented. 'rhis necessitated 
the worthy pastor ta.king the oversig-ht 
of the meeting, which was evidently 
acceptable to all, a.s also was the 
characteristic letter he read from Mr. 
Wa.kelin with many precious thoughts 
for the young folk. Mr. W. Wileman, 
a.n old friend, was expected, but ill
health prevented him also. The reading 
of the report by the superintendent 
( Mr. Pickett) touched the hearts of all 
present, and we were not surprised to 
hear pastor E. Ma.rBh say he had never 
listened to a report that so came from 
heart to heart, inspiring prayer for both 
teachers and taught. We sha.ll not soon 
forget the address of Mr. Billing. We 
have attended some school meetings 
where we should almost think the 
motto of the Church in relation to the 
work was " No connection with the shop 
ne:xt door;" but a.s we listened to the 
venerable deacon Billing we felt the 
motto of the Church a.t Guildford 
evioiently i~, "These be tke precious 
,wnls our God has entritsted to us tn 
train in truth." A fnll heart poured 
ont its delight in the union between 
Church and school in this veteran's 
speech. Our brother Medhurst received 
a warm welcome for his presence and 
Gospel address, heartily responding as 
he did to the invite to supply the la.ck 
of service by rea.son of the sickness of 
others. Some beautiful reward books 
aR "special prizes" were given in 
addition to the large number distributed 
on the Lord's-day. The worthy pastor 
had goodly words of love and counsel 
for ea.eh as he handed them to the 
scholars. God bless brother Chisnall 
and his band of hearty workers among 
the young, prays-A VISITOR. 

TOTTENHAM (EBENEZEB). - The 
Sunday-school anniversary services 
were held on Easter S1mday and 
Monday. On the Sunday morning our 
pastor, John P. Gibben~, preached from 
the text 1 Cor. xv. 58. In the afternoon 
pastor G. W. Clark, of Wilton-square, 
addressed the Sunday-school, when 
about 140 scholars and a few friends 
were present ; and in the evening 
pastor G. W. Clark preached from the 
text Ezek. i. 5. On Monday pastor B. 
J. Northfield, of March, Ca.mbs., 
preached from Pea. xxxiv. 11, referring 
to the fear of the Lord-admirable 

example-kindly a.dmoilition-tea.ohers' 
qualification and limit!ltion. The Lord'd 
blessing was sought by pastor Hutohin
son, of Wood Green. In the evening 
our brother Kingston a.gain asked for 
Divine blessing on the servioes, and 
pastor B. ,J. Northfield prea.ohed from 
N eh. ii. 4, and referred to the aot, 
object, cause, and success that attended 
his prayer. A good number of ohildren 
and friends remained to tea and during 
the evening servioe. Our superin
tendent, Mr. W. Harris, gave a full 
report of the work, sta.tin,r that we had 
inorea.sed in numbers by 40 during the 
past year, and the a.ttendanoes were 
good, Number of scholars on the books, 
HO. The treasurer's·· report was also 
given, and the progress of the efforts 
being ma.de in oonneotion with the New 
School Building Fund referred to. We 
felt tha.t we had a happy anniversary, 
and thank the friends from other 
Churches for oomin!{ to oheer and en• 
courage 11s .• Colleot1ons amounted to 
£65i.-W. L. 

BEI'HNA.L GREEN (HOPE). - On 
April 12, we held the sixth anniversary 
of the Gospel Mission. Over 100 friends 
sat down to tea, The school was com
fortably filled at 6.30, when the 
president, pastor J. Clark, took the 
chair. After reading Matt. xii:v. u~ 
30 the chairman c:i.lled upon brother .E. 
A. Toms to pray. The president's ad• 
rlress followed from Matt. xxv. 22, 23. 
He remindeii us that we all have a 
talent, and if we are the Lord'sohildren 
He expects us to de·vote it to His service 
and glory. Our pastor spoke of (1) The 
oha.ra.oter of the servantl and (2) The 
gracious reward-" Well aone, good and 
faithful servant." To be a. good servant 
we must be sincere, faithful aud 
diligent. The secretary was ea.lied upon 
to read the report, whioh shows that 
progressive work is still being carried 
on. The Gospel is preaohed to the 
passers-by, and we rejoioe to say tha.t 
our labours have not been in vain. We 
have distributed 1,000 oopies of Okeerir,,g 
Words, besides th:,usands of other 
tracts. Homes have been visited 
through the kind help of Mrs. Steven
son, who has united with us. A hand
some aoetylene lamp has been purohased, 
and we are looking forward with hope 
to tbe h.bours of the coming sea.son. 
Brother W. F. Waller addressed us from 
the subject, "Open-air Prea.ohing, its 
Origin and Object8," and soon proved 
both from the Old and the New Testa
ment we have our authority from God. 
It is recorded that Mr. Wesley, prea.ohing 
to 20,000 at the tomb of his father for 
three hours, said that he had done more 
good there than in three years at bis 
chapel. Our brother J, H. Coulson 
spoke upon "Sowing and Rea.ping." 
(l) Sow the seed of the need of the new 
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birth. (2) Sa.lvation is of gra.ce through 
faith. (8) That God"s Holy Spirit 
quickens the soul into life. (4) Every 
sower ehould sow teated seed, that 
which has been tried and proved, (5) 
Sow the 11eed of the atoning sacrifice. (6) 
Sow the seed of God's Book alone. Sow 
in sea.son and out of season. Oar brother 
A. J. Elsey, a former worker, addressed 
us from Neh. viii.: ·• An open-air 
example" and his kindly advice, especi
ally to the young helpere, we trust, will 
long be remembered, The Benediction 
closed a very happy meeting,-ONE OF 
THE WORKERS. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
A SERMON will (D.V.) be preached on 
Thursday evening, May 29th, by the Rev. 
James Ormiston, Rector of St. Mary-le
Port, Bristol, in the .Church of St. Mary 
Aldermary, Q11t>en Victoria-street, City, 
Service to commence at 7 o'clock,· 

* * . * The 67th Anniversary of the Oam-
berwell Asylum will (n.v.) be held 
on Thursday, June 12th. at the 
Asylum. In the afternoon the Rev. F. 
Cecil Lovely, B.A., of Bexley, will 
preach in the Chapel at 3 o'clock. Tea 
at 5, tickets la. each ; and in the even
ing at 6.30 a public meeting will be held, 
presided over by Lieut.-General Sir W. 
Stirling, K.O.B., R.A. The Revs. 0. S. 
Dolbey, J, W. Ewing, B.D .• F. Cecil 
Lovely, B.A., and other friends will give 
addresses. 

* * 
The 31st Anniver:ary of the Hornsey 

Rise Asylum will (n.v.) be held on 
Friday, July 4th, at the Asylum. 
In the afternoon the Rev. J. 0. Martin, 
M.A., of Southsea, will preach in the 
Chapel at 3 o'clock. Tea at 5, tickets h. 
each, and in the evening at 6.45 a @ermon 
will be preached in the Hall by the Rev. 
J. W. Tobitt, of Hastings. 

* * 
The Lady Visit~rs will hold the 

annual Sale of Work throughout the 
day on behalf of the Benevolent Fund 
for aiding sick and infirm inmates. 
Gifts will be thankfully acknowledged, 
and should reach the Asylum or the 
office a fortnight before the anniver
sary. As some friends may not be able 
to send work or to be present, the 
Seoreta.ry will be happy to receive from 
them any contributions in money to 
hand over to the ladies, to include in the 
results. 

* * 
. In a letter to th: Society, a Spanish 
pensioner, who has been brought out of 
the darkness of Popery, writes:-" I 
give a thousand thanks to God, who, 
.without merit on my part, has been 
pleased to help a poor old stranger here, 
and I give many thanks to all those 
members of the Society who have in• 

terested them•elves in me. May God 
bless all ~heir works and !fl&Y they one 
day receive the crown incorruptible 
which is worth all the sacrifices of thi; 
life, Once more your poor servant and 
sister gives thanks in the name of the 
blessed Jesus." 

MR. THOMAS BRADBURY'S 
GOLDEN WEDDING. 

INTERESTING serviced were held in 
Grove Chapel, Camberwell, on Tuesd·ay, 
April 15th. in celebration of the golden 
wedding of the pastor. The deacons of 
the Church, of which Mr. Thomas 
Bradbury has been minister for nearly 
twenty~eight year~, entertained the 
members and a numerous company of 
personal friends. 

Sermons were prea.ched in the morn
ing by Mr. Cyril Burett, of Sutton-in• 
Ashfield; in the afternoon by Mr. W. J. 
Dance, of Leamington ; and in the 
evening by Mr. F. Cecil Lovely, 
B.A., of Bexley. Luncheon and 
tea were provided between the ser
vice@. Previous to the luncheon 
the rev. gentleman's family, number
ing nearly thirty, were photographed. 
The most interesting table at the 
luncheon consisted of thirty of the 
inmates of the Aged Pilgrims' Friends' 
Asylum, Sedgemoor-place, whose com
bined ages ~mounted to 2.159 years. 
These were also photographed by Mr. 
Flint at the luncheon table. The school
room and tables were most tastefully 
decorated by the la1ies with the choicest 
flowers. Present11.tions of beautiful 
flowers were made to Mrs. Bradbury. 

After luncheon an address was de
livered by Mr. Br11,dbury reviewini. 
the past fifty yearP, in which he ex• 
-pressed the pleasure the presence of Dr. 
Bramley Taylor, of Denmark-hill, !!'ave 
him. He said it was through the 
doctor's· consta.nt care and attention to 
Mrs. Bradbury during her late long 
illness that under God's blessing she 
was preserved to participate in the 
pleasures of that auspicious day. 

After tea the company adjourned into 
the chapel, when several ministerd 
delivered short addresses, aud at seven 
o'olock the evening service commenced. 
At the close, previous to the Bone• 
diction, Mr. J.B. Latham, representing 
the members of the Church and congre
gation, addressed a few remarks. He 
said after the many oongrat11lations the 
pastor had received that dl\y he felt he 
was satisfied that the friends at the 
Grove held him in the highest affection 
and esteem for his work's sake in this 
place. Surely they all had much to be 
thankful for, especially for the pastor 
being preserved for fifty yeau together 
with his good wife thro11gh all the 
changes and trials of so long a period. 
Wh,ithor rightly or wrongly the folks 
there had never been credited with 
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being a practical people, but on an 
occasion such a~ that they considered 
eome tangible acknowledgment of their 
love and appreciation should be given. 
He had therefore the pleasure and privi, 
lege, on behalf of the congreg\tion, to 
ask the pastor to accept a purse con
taining fifty eovereignP, and to express 
the desire that both he and llfrs. Brad
bury might be spared to each other and 
to the Church for many years to come. 
Jllr. Bradbury suitably acknowled!fed 
the gift, and the meeting closed with 
the Benediction. Amongst those present 
were Dre. Bradbury and Bramley 
Taylor. the Reve. W. Parks Bradbury, 
M.A .. F . Cecil Lovely. B.A., J. W. Dance, 
P . H. Good, Cyril T. Barrett, 0. S. 
Dolbey, W. Sinden, Chae. Cornwell, 
Thomae Davie. and George Sa.vage. 

<lone iome. 

PASTOR JOHN HUNTLEY (of Bath). 
A• brieflv notified in the April 

"E.V.&G.H." my denr fo.tber fell on sleep 
the let do.r of March. o.ged 74: Hi• WO.B o. 
remo.rko.ble life,o.nd one tbnt received mncb 
of the Divine blt·asing. He was fo.vonred 
with godly parentage, bi• fo.tber being for 
IH yea.re the beloved po.•tor of the Oburcb o.t 
Limpley. Flloke,nnd while yet in bis "teens" 
became the •uhject of saving grace, nnd wna 
bapt1zcd by bi• fo.tber in tbe River Avon nt 
Limpley. Very •oon be wos constrained to 

··Tell to o.ll nronnd 
V\'bat o. denr Sr.viour he bo.d found." 

In the Flundo.y-scbool o.od open-air hi• voice 
was engaged in telling forth the wonders or 
redeeming grace. Such waa bis zeal tbo.t be 
bad bill• r,rinted, one of which wo.• bended: 
" Fire I Fire 11 Fire! 11" containing solemn 
warning• to the ungodly, Another wo.s 
entitled: " It'• right. or it's wrong," and 
demanding tba.t tbe practice or infant 
sprinklinl! should be eobmittcd to the teat 
or the Word of God. Another announced 
that a rccruilinic oftlccr would be on the 
Village Green the following Lord's-day to 
receive recruits for tho army ol King Jesus. 
All broken-hoartod. mourning, coovictod 

sinner• were Invited to bear wbnt the 
Oaptain of salvation promised to those who 
came to Him. Soon he wa.e invited to occupy 
the pulpits in the surrounding villages, and 
at last an invitation came to eopply the 
pulp_it o.t Widcoocb, vacant by the death of 
W1lha.m Oromwell. Before eix months had 
expired. he WM invited to undertake t,he 
pastorate. o.nd the call was accepted. The 
late beloved Charles W a.ters Banks -wo.e at 
his recognition. and remained o. true friend 
of my father's a.II h1a life. The Divine bleBB
ing was at once vouchsafed, ae may be 
gathered by the fa.et tba.t in the 11.ret year of 
hie pastorate 55 were 11,dded to the member
ship,_ and in the second year 45. The· 
baptismal services at this time were held in 
the River Avon, and were attended by vast 
multitudes of people. "Having obtained 
help of God " he wa.e enabled to ma.iota.in 
his ministry, and in September last- he cele
brated bis 41st anniversary. During the ill
ness of the late Jamee Welle. be, on two or 
three occasions filled the pulpit at the Surrey 
Tabernacle, and oc~asionally preached else
where in London and the provinces. But he 
loved best to be with his own people, o.nd 
very seldom was he absent from bis own 
pulpit. He had _been ailing !or six months 
but it was only a. fortnight prior to his dc.'\th 
tho.t we thought hie end was so near. One 
of the flret indications that this wa.e the co.ee 
was the fact that all fear or death was 
removed. We shall never forget his 
triumpho.otend. "Nocoofldence in the flesh 
but rejoicing in Christ Je•oe" wo.a his 
i~l'c!r/!!_oce. Be exclaimed with great 

"On Chri"t the solid Rock I eta.nd, 
All other ground ie sinking sand." 

And eo he pa&Bed awo.y I The loge and 
mists ol doubts nnd fears, the etorm-eloode 
of aorrow all gone, his son went down in a 
clear sky. Amid every sign of respect on 
the po.rt of bis own people, 1 be Free Church 
mio ietere, and the city at large, be wo.a laid 
to rest. waiting tho trumpet call ol the 
resurrection morniog.-J. R. BCTNTLEY. 

WALTER BLACKIIIA~, 
for tweoty-Cour yenre dencon o.t Lynton
roo.d chapel, peacernlly passed away to his 
eternal home on Friday. April 18th, ngcd 
75 yenrs. We hope to give o. brier eketcb of 
hie life in oar June !&Bue. 

CHELMSFORD. 
With hoo.rtrelt sorrow we record the 

traoslo.tioo of two beloved brethren In Jesus 
to bea.veo'• perpetual service ol praise. Our 
•orrow, however, is their joy. They ho.d 
.been in fellowship with the flock nt CbelD18· 
ford for many years. JOHN MUNDY cntertd 
the pearly gates on February 22nd, In the 
Ol•t yenr of his age. BI• only foundation 
aod bope or •o.lvation woe Josue. Just before 
his spirit fled, with spirited fervour he 
exclaimed," Come nlODll," and then fell oo 
sleep. JOHN CATLING, o. kiod-henrted o.nd 
fo.ithlul follower of the Lamb wbo said 
but little, yot lived mnch to hie Redeemer's 
honour. After a. short illness," Fearleas he 
entered Jordo.o's flood," and po.seed to be 
with Jesus in ·'The !nod of light nod 
beauty," o.gcd 60 years, on FebrU1iry 23rd. 
Prior to his removal to Chelmsford a.bout 
twelve yenrsago. he was lo a&Bocio.tton with 
the Baptist Cburcb at Hadleigb. Sntrolk. In 
many ways be rendered loving service to 
tbo.t Cnuso durln11 the ministry ol .Mr. B. J . 
Northlleld. .Mo.y God grnciouely bless o.nd 
eu•tain tbe bereaved in ench fo.mily.
H. 8. B. 



BY E. MITCHELL. 

"Patient in tribulation."-Rom. xii, 12. 

THE Gospel precepts contained in the chapter from which the text at 
the head of tnis paper is taken may be regarded as a string of 

pearls, shining with a mild but beautiful .radiance, rather than as con
nected links in an argumentative chain. Yet we think all the graces of 
the Spirit are connected, and have influence one upon another. Three 
precepts are found in this twelfth verse. "Rejoicing in hope "-this 
we considered last month-" patient in tribulation," and '' continuing 
instant in prayer." These form a trinity, closely joined together. 
Patience is the daughter of hope, and both hope and patience are 
nourished by prayer. Conjoined they all flonrish together. This 
precept refers to 

AN EVERY DAY SUBJECT. 

Tribnlntion is common to all the family of God, and forms more or 
less an every day experience. The word rendered tribulation is thus 
defined by Dr. Bullinger in his lexicon :-"pressure, compression, 
straitness; hence, pressure/ram evils, a.ffliction, dietrees." The word our 
trnpslators have employed, tribitlation, is derived from the Latin 
tribalum: a threshing sledge for separating grain from its husk. It 
\fBS in the form of a wooden platform, studded beneath with sharp bits 
of flint or with iron teeth, and was drawn over the grain, and by its 
weight pressed it from its hnsk. Tribulation, therefore, well represents 
the meaning of the original word. It may be taken to include all 
painrul experiences, everything that nfflicts us ; nil thnt benrs with 
weight upon us, and as it were squeezes and straitens us ; in a 
word, nil the sorrow, afflictions, trials, distresses, and troubles we meet 
with by the way are comprehended in this term, tribulation. 

Trouble is the natural herita_qe of man. "Although affliction cometh 
not forth of the dost, neither doth trouble spring out of the groun1l ; 
yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward." _Men are eve1· 
making efforts to escape this sad heritage, but always in v11in. As the 
law that governs the spark is operative el"erywhere on this earth of ours, 
so the sad truth that we are born to trouble operates throughout the 
whole compass of humanity. Men may employ every artifice their 
ingenuity can devise to escape this sorry heritage, but I hey can neve1· 
succeed in evading the operation of this moral law. Sooner or later 
trouble runs them down, and they are forced to exclaim, n.s it seizes 
them in its straitening and compressing embracP, " Hast thou found me, 
0 mine enemy ? " Trouble, sorrow, affliction, and distress are ine~itable 
-we are born to them, and cannot escape their grasp. The life of man 
is full of tragedy, and no position in life uffords any exemption. For 
this s~d heritage we have to thank ourselves. Sin is the evil root which 
bears all this bitter fruit. 

Believers, !!tough God's children, cannot escape trouble. They have 
VOL. LVIII. JU)IE, 1902. ~( 
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their share of the natmal sorrows and afflictions of life common to all; 
and added to these many a trial and trouble that the mere natural man 
e8capes. To them it is said that "through much tribulation (many 
tribulations, R.V.) they must enter the kingdom." They are exercised 
with inward conflicts, assaulted by fierce temptations, and corrected' 
with various trials and sorrows. All their graces must be tried. It is 
in the furnace that the dross is removed, and the pure gold of the 
Spirit's work demonstrated. We are bidden to arm ourselves for 
suffering, to be prepared for afflictions, and to expect persecutions. 
The very terms of discipleship are thus laid down by our Lord Himself : 
" If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up bis 
cross, and follow Me" (Matt. xvi. 24). A pleasure-loving Christi!i/n, 
seeking ease, indulging self, and shrinking back from the cross, is on 
anomaly. True believers are called to "endure hardness as good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ." · . 

There is, however, much comfort wrapped up in this word tribula#on. 
Painful to the flesh as its experience is, it is nevertheless very profitable 
to the soul. The threshing sledge is not driven over the corn to destroy 
it, but only to separate it from the husk." So the sorrows; afflictions, 
troubles, trials, and temptations which believers experience are intended 
for their good. " When He bath tried me, I shall come forth as gold," 
said Job. So with all the . children of God. The gold is cast iµto the 
furnace, indeed, and subjected to intense heat, but it loses nothing but 
the dross, and comes forth more valuable than it went in. So with 
believers, what they lose in the furnace is well lost, they are much better 
without it. The three worthies in the barning fiery furnace were not 
injured in the least, all that the fire could seize upon and destroy was 
the bonds wherewith they had been bound. The threshing sledge-,-the 
tribulum-may squeeze, press, compres3, and straiten, but its only effect 
in the end shall be to make a separation betwixt the corn and the husk. 

Bot the words present us with 
A SOVEREIGN PRESCRIPTION. 

"Patient in tribulation " is the direction given. Bear up under your 
burdens, quietly endure them until He who placed them upon you shall 
be pleased to remove them. This is the opposite of murmuring, 01· 

repining, or yielding to despondency. Philosophers have preached 
pat:ence simply from a utilitarian point of view, because of the benefit 
derived from it. This Leaching is embodied in the homely proverb-
" What can't be cured must be endured." A mere philosophical patience 
is far superior to an unphilosophical impatience, which only serves to 
aggravate our sorrows and afflictions. When the ox kicks against the 
goad it drives its sharp point deeper into its flesh, and intensifies the 
pain it feels. But true Christian patience rises immeasurably above 
mere philosophical patience ; it is a grace of the Spirit, and glorifies 
God. 

()hristian patience has its root in true humility. Is not humility the 
soil in which all Christian graces grow and flourish? The proud man 
is ever impatient under trial. He never thinks his superlative merits 
are s11fficiently recognised, and deems himself badly treate~ if t~ou~le 
befalls him. Not so the truly humble man. He recogrnses 41s 11l
de,erts, and places hi~ hand over his mouth to prevent a murmuring 
word issuing therefrom. "Wherefore· doth a 1living man complain, a 
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man for the punishment of his sins ? Let .. us search our hearts and try 
our ways, and turn again to the Lord." So far is the humble man 
from thinking that be is harshly <leitlt with, that be wonders at the 
leniency of the 'Lord, and says, "He hath not dealt .with me after my 
sins, nor rewarded me according to my iniquities:" I have deserved far 
_more than that t have received, I will humble myself under H:s mighty 
hand, and patiently wait for the relief He will send. Unle8s we are 
humble we shall never be "patient in tribulation." 

Christian patience also recognises the sovereignty of God. Eli was 
by no means a faultless character. His foolish fondness for his sons 
wrought them much evil, and their terrible death might have been 
avoided had their father possessed more strength of purpose, and 
effectually restrained their wickedness. But grace shone brightly-_ in 
him, when, after receiving the solemn message which doomed- his house 
to irretrievable destruction, he meekly bowed his. head~ and said, " It is 
the Lord : let Him do what seecneth Him good." Thus also Joh when 
stripped of all, "The Lord gave, and the. -Lorcf bath taken away; 
-bl~ssed be the name of the Lord." And, again, when severe physical 
suffering• was added to the l~sses he had suffered, " What t shall we re
ceive good at .the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil ? '' An 
habitual recognition of the supreme, absolute, and every way righteous 
_sovereignty of God, conjoined with a true, humble view of one's self, 
·will make a man •· patient in tribulation." 

Once more, Christian patience arises from a believing grasp of the 
gracious character of God. If we lose.our hold of God's character as 
gracious, wise, merciful, and just, our patience quickly comes to an end. 
A belief in God's character sustained Job : "When He bath tried me, 
I shall come forth as gold," said he. God's character assured him that 
there should be a favourable issue to his trials. His Word declares 
"that all things work together for good to them that love God." Our 
knowledge of and belief in His char:;icter steadies our souls in the day 
of storm and stress, enabling us to look forward to a gracious deliver
ance, and to -expect that good shall result from th~ trial. We are in the 
case of a sick man who has placed himself in the hands of a skilful phy
sician that he knows understands his case, and both can and will effect 
a cure. The remedies may be drastic, and the recovery slow, but we 
have confidence in the physician, and wait patiently for the desired 
result. We know that our God cannot err, that there is no limit to 
His power, and while we believe in His gracious character we are 
" patient in tribulation." 

Very cordially,· and with perfect confidence, do we recommend the 
prescription of our text to all the tried ones in the family that are in 
tribulation. Let us take the prescription. Patience conquers all trials, 
alleviates all distresses, and softens every affliction. Let us remember 
that He has told us that the heirs of salvation "through much tribu
lation must follow their Lord." Let us not forget that He has promised 
us His presence in the trouble and the trial. Let us keep in mind that 
He is overruling all for our real good, and in our best interests, and 
that His Word assures us that afterwa1·d the peaceable fruit of righteous
ness shall issue from our tribulations. Let us not overlook the fact 
that all the ransomed have travelled home by this same path, ye,i, that 
our Lord Himself did not disdain it, but walked through the roughest 



Hi8 THE .EARTHEN VESSEL 

and worst parts of the road, and His dear feet have trodden down many 
of its most trying places, and made them easier for 9.ll that follow Him. 
Let us not lose sight of the end of tribulation's pathway, but remember 
that heaven will far more than make amends for all we suffer by the 
way. Let us not fail to consider that by our patience in tribulation we 
glorify our God, " Who ha@ called us out of darkness into His marvel
lous ligbt,1' May the gracious Spirit work the grace of patience in our 
hearts increasingly, and so make us truly " patient in tribulation," and 
to Him shall all the praise be given. · 

iipositor,i japers on tht ~pistlq -to tlte ]onntns. 
BY (THE LATE) G. w. SHEPHERD. 

No. 17.-CHAPTER VII.-7-25. 
" WHAT shall we say then ? Is the law sin ? God forbid. Nay, I 

had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, 
except the law had said, Thou she.It not covat. But sin, ta.king occasion 
by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For 
without the law sin was dead. For I was alive without the Jaw once : 
but when the commandment came, sin revived, and t died. And the 
commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. 
For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it 
slew me. V{herefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and 
just, and good." · 

Recurring to the subject of fruitfulness, it must be observed that the 
apostle is most careful not to attribute the deadly fruit we formerly 
brought forth to the husband to whom we were then bllied. "What 
shall we say then ? Is the law sin ? " Thie objection might arise from 
ven;e 5. Once more he says, " God forbid ! " the thought must not for 
one moment be entertained. And the apostle repels the suggestion by a 
somewhat extended reference to his own experience of the law in its 
operations within his own heart. 

First, it was the means of his conviction of sin : " I had not known 
lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet;" or, a!J be might 
say, "I should not have felt guilty save for the voice of the law raised in 
condemnation of my conduct." Now, that which most emphaUcally 
condemns sin cannot at the same time be the cause of it. Again," with
out the law sin was dead." It met with no opposition or resistance, 
except from the law, and then not until it was brought home to him in 
its spirituality, showing that a pure heart as well as a blameless life were 
required by it, and that sinful thoughts and covetous desires were as 
really worthy of death as actually sinful conduct. Once more, "I was 
alive without the Jaw once." In ignorance of ii s real nature and extent, 
he thought himself secure under it, and even approved by it. But when 
ils real character was made known to him, "sin revived, and he died·:" 
was convicted as a sinner, brought in guilty, and under the sentence of 
death. 

"Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. 
nut sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is 
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good; that sin by the comm'lndment might become exceeding sinful. 
For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin.'' 
All this proves that the law is not to be ch'l.rgtid with any complicity in 
our " bringing forth fruit unto death.'' It was our corrupt nature that 
did all the mischief-that stirred op so much opposition to the law',i 
precepts-that took occasion to deceive-that wrought the concupiscence 
that deceived-that slew. The commandment ordained to life, to those 
who keep it, is found to be only unto death, because we have all broken 
it. The blame rest not with the law, but with the transgressor. The 
conclusion, therefore, is, "that the law is holy, just, and good, and it is 
ourselves who are carnal, sold under sin ; " in allusion to the selling of 
slaves, and as such we are in bondage by nature to our evil lusts and 
passions.• 

" For that which I do I allow not : for what I would, that do I not ; 
but what I hate, tha•, do I. If then I do that which I would not, I 
con11ent unto the law that it is good.· Now then it is no more I that 
do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I know that in me (that is, in 
my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing : for to will is present with me ; but 
how to perform that which is p;ood I find not. For the good that I 
would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I 
do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in 
me. I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present 
with me. For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: but 
I see another law in my members; warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my mem
bers. 0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then 
with the mind I myself serve the law of God ; but with the flesh the law 
of sin." 

But the principal reason why Paul refers to his own experience is to 
clear up his meaning with regard to being "dead to sin," and "dead to 
the law.'' The question is, therefore, what was the state of things after 
his conversion and his believing in Christ? Was he then able to live a 
perfectly holy life, and was sin no longer permitted to molest him ? He 
confesses that, to his unfeigned grief and sorrow, this was far from being 
the case. But in the very existence of this grief and sorrow we recognize 
the fact of his being renewed and regenerated. He tells us that which he 
did he allowed not ; what he hated he did ; when he would do good, evil 
wa9 present with him; that the law of his members warred against the 
law of his mind, and bronght him into captivity to the law of sin, inso
much that he had reason to cry, "0, wretched man that I am! who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death ? " It is abundantly 
evident, therefore, that he did not mean in the sixth chapter to assert that 

* "Sold itr.der sin." "By this clause he shows .what flesh is in itself; for 
man by nature is no less the slave of sin than those bondmen, bought with 
money, whom their masters illtrea.t a.t their plea.sure, as they do their oxen and 
their a.sees. We a.re so entirely controlled by the power of sin, that the whole 
mind, the whole heart, and all our actions a.re under its influence. Compulsion 
I always except, for we sin spontaneously. as it would be no sin were it not 
voluntary. But we are so given up to sin, that we can do willingly nothing bu 
sin; for the corruption whfoh bears rule within us thus drives us onward. Hence 
this comparison does not import, as they say, a forced service, but a voluntary 
obedience, which an iub~ed bondage inclines us to render.''-J. Cak·in. 
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the believ-er_i11:entirely delivered from the indwelling of sin, and placed 
out of its re11ch. He is an example to the contrary. "I myself serve 
the law of God ; but with the flesh the law of sin," that is to say, I 
myself am a Jiving witness that to be " dead t6 sin " is not to be abso
lutely sinless. 

What, then, does be mean ? Clearly that we are delivered from 
consenting to sin, taking pleasure in it, and pursuing it with enjoyment. 
That its presence is a plague and a burden, in that it hinders ounviritti11,l 
progress, mars our spiritual happiness, intrudes upon our spiritual medita
tion, weakens our spiritual efforts, and stains and spoils our best per
formances. We cannot, therefore, but hate it, dread it, groan under it, 
and long to be freed from it, even at the cost of dissolution, which it is 
not natural to desire. Now, if we do really so regard sin, we are consoled 
by the thought that, with the apostle, we may say," It is no more !"that 
do it, but sin that dwelletb in me." It is to be feared, however, that 
this passage is often both misinterpreted and misapplied. Misinterpreted 
in impposing that a believer is two distinct persons, ins·tead of po8sessing 
a twofold nature. Some filthy dreamers are content to quiet their con
sciences by saying of their abominations, "Oh, it is the ·old man.'' True, 
but wl:-ere is the evidence of a new man ? Such person~ might ·leah a 
lesson from the soldier of ancient times. Being under the command of 
a certain Popish bishop, who had girded himself with another sword 
than that of the Spirit, he was shocked to hear his profane language, 
,a.ad remonstra•ed with him. Said that worthy," I do not swear as a 
-bish~p, I swear as a general." Upon which the soldier asked, " If the 
general were damned for his swearing, what. would become of the 
bishop ? " The passage is misapplied also, for it only belongs to certain 
characters, " If I do that I would not," but then that is the question. 
Should we do otherwise if we were not overpowered ? Would we, -if we 
could, have done with sin for ever, and be as holy as glorified spirits in 
heaven ? In that case only are we "dead to sin," by this token only do 
we know that we are delivEred from the law; in this way only. can we 
p~ove that we are married t'.l another ; on this ground only can we thank 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, that we shall ultimately be d,elivered 
from its presence, as we have been from its curse already. Only the 
spiritual mind, which has grasped and appropriated the doctrine of justi
fication ·from the curse of the law by Him who " was made a curse for 
us," is able to say with the mind I serve the law of God, not to 
obtain life, but because I have it eternally secured through Jesus 
Christ our Lotd.• 

* ·This p~ssage has been greatly misinterpreted and misapplied in other w~ys 
than that mentioned by our author. Some have regarded it as only expressi.ng 
the struggles of a ·soul under a conviction of sin, and not as yet brought to realize 
salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ. The one expression, "I delight i!1 the 
law -of God after the inward man," is sufficient to shatter this view. No smner 
merely under conviction of sin can "delight in the law of God." Ra:ther the 
law is to him a terror, conilemning and cursing him, as it does, for his trans
gressions. The law must be beheld as having received its just due from the 
Saviour ere it is possible for a sinner to delight in it. While merely under co_n
viction, the si11ner may be compelled to admit the justice of the law, and its 
claims upon him, but he cannot deligftt in that which, so far as his pr~sent 
~xperience goes, dooms him to everlasting destruction. Others regard. it !LB 
mdeed the experience of a Christian -- one who has been brought to believe m 
the Lord Jesus Christ, but as a low experience-an experience which the believer 
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

Feathered Folk. Nu. £;.-Cockatoos, C'onures, and Cuckoo.~. 

COCKATOOS belong to the Parrot tribe, and are natives of Australia 
and the Molucca Islands. The biggest and the tiniest of the,parrots 

are included in this family, the pigmies of New Guinea being about the 
size of sparrows (the largest of them not more than 31 in. long), little 
birds with green plumage closely resembling the forest trees among which 
they live, and feeding on fruit. The Great Palm Cockatoo, on the other 
hand, is a very strong, large bird, with an unusually thick and powerful 
beak. It will often measure 24 in. in length ; its plumage is black, with 
a grey crest, and dull, dark red cheeks. Travellers have dese;ribed it as 
a very fine creature, generally found in the thickest scrub or among the 
tree fops; though seen now and then, in the open forest, perched on the 
largest eucalyptus tree it could find, seemingly resting in its flight from 
one belt of trees to another. Like the bird known as the Black Cockatoo, 
it flies slowly, and not very far at one time. Its cry is a short, whistling 
note; They are easily tamed, and become pretty pets, the great White 
Cockatoo, with its noble crest being a very beautiful bird. I remember 
one that was nearly always to be seen on a perch in the parlour window 
of a large house with a garden in front, and how for several years I 
always looked for the pretty Cockatoo whenever I passed that way. 
The house still stands, but its former owner and the bird are both 
departed, and whenever I go by it now it raises a train of reflections 
upon the fact that "our·days on earth are as a shadow, and there is none 
·abiding," but how happy are they whose treasure and heart are where 
ruthless death and dark decay can never come ! 

Amongst the Parrot race are reckoned the Conures of Carolina, 

may and ought to get beyond. These, too, a.re utterly mistaken. The apostle 
expresses a.s his own experience what every true believer finds a.nd feels in h.lmself ; 
and so far is it from being a low state of experience that is here depicted, tha.t 
the more spiritually minded a believer becomes, the more keenly he feels ihe 
con:fl.ict between flesh and spirit, and enters into a clearer understanding of the 
language here employed, and will thank God that the apostle was thus led by 
the Spirit of truth to record his own experience.-Eo. 

" The apostle says nothing here of himself but what every real Christian 
finds to be true. Is not a Christian, yea, the best, in this world carnal, as well 
as spiritual. Is he not . . . subjected to a condition, in which he is con
tinually annoyed, tempted, hindered, restrained, checked, and seduced by the 
depravity and corruption of his nature , and in which he is always kept far 
below what he aims at, seeks, and longs for. It was the saying of a good man, 
lately gone to his rest, whose extended pilgrimage was ninety-three years, that 
he must have often been swallowed up in despair, had it not been for the seventh 
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. The best interpreter of many things in 
Scripture is spiritual experience; without it no right judgment ca.n be formed. 
Hence it is that the learned often stumble at what is quite plain and obvious to 
the illiterate when spiritually enlightened. Critics sometimes. find great diffi
culties in what is fully understood by a simpler minded Christian taught from 
above. "Wayfaring men" a.re far better divines than any of the learned who 
possess nothing more than nature.I talents and natural a.cquirements.-J. 0. 

" What some mistake as the evidence of a spiritua.l decline on the pa.rt of 
the apostle, was, in fa.et, the evidence of his growth. It is the effusion of 
a. more quick and cultured sensibility than fell to the lot of ordinary men."-T. 
Chalmers. 
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America. They are brilliantly plumaged birds, hut are likely to become 
,ery few in number, if not entirely extinct, since the farmers wage 
unrelenting wa.r against them, on account of their depredations upon 
their grain and fruits. An eye-witness has described how they settled 
in such numbers upon standing stacks of corn, that it looked as if a gor
geous carpet had been thrown over the piles of gra.in, and the damage 
done was punished to such an extent that hundreds of the birds were 
shot in th-, course of a few hours. In captivity they destroy almost 
everything that comes in their way, and as they cannot talk, and have a 
harsh disagreeable note, they are not often made pets of. 

In the woods, however, they find a congenial home, and there their 
voices seem more pleasant, while their rich colours and graceful flight 
are charming to the traveller. The general colour of these birds is green, 
with bright yellow feathers on head and neck, scarlet forehead, with 
white bills, and pale, flesh-coloured feet ; they are about 14 in. long. 

" Fine feathers make fine birds,·• as we all know very well, but the 
Oonure may remind us of another trite truth, " Handsome is that hand
some does," and neither fine clothing nor brilliant wit and cleverness are 
sufficient of themselves to gain real esteem, or to make their possessor 
truly useful to others 

Humour, wit, and even sarcasm may have their place, and be useful 
in their way ; but wit that wounds, and sarcasm that stings, should be 
but sparingly employed ; they may be weapons of warfare, indeed, when 
engaging with enemies, as when Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, 
" Cry aloud, for he is a god, either he is talking, or pursuing, or is on a 
journey, or he sleepeth, and must be awakened!" and stillfalse religion 
may sometimes be advantageously exposed by a little ironical speech, 
like that of the lady who told the priest that she had put some poison in 
tile " wafer " he was about to consecrate, but, of course, that could make 
no difference, as he was going to change its nature entirely, and it would 
be bread no more ! In each case the truth appeared more true, because 
the false was sbewn to be so utterly ridiculous and absurd. Generally 
speaking, however, we need to be very careful lest we destroy, and waste, 
and injure, instead of doing good. Love worketh no ill to his neigh
bour, the truth is to be spoken in love : and meekness, gentleness, and 
kindness are among the graces of the Spirit. May we covet earnestly 
the best, not the most showy gifts, and, above all, seek to be influenced 
by the Holy Spirit in all our ways 

Cuckoos are the next feathered folk we must glance at, and tl:ough 
this bird is the herald of spring, and its voice sounds so pleasantly when 
it comes from some hidden part of a tree branch, yet I am sorry to say 
the Cuckoo does not own a good name, or bear anything like a desirable 
character. The female birds are very few in number compare1 with the 
other sex, probably because it is generally the fe~ale that gets m the wa_y 
of the sportman 's or naturalist's gun ; and, as 1s well known, the ordi
nary cuckoos make no nests, but the eggs are deposited in the nests of 
other birds smaller than themselves. The eggs are of different colours, 
and the hen puts one in the nest s lected, like those already there, except 
that this is a larger one; and it is believed that during its stay in Europe, 
from spring to early autumn, the bird lays about eight eggs. 1'he 
newly-hatched Cuckoo, blind and featherless, has been seen to push out 
the true nestlings from the nest, and when replaced to eject them 
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again, until they have been 'found dead from exposure ; hut when a rlead 
one .w~s pu_t back? the Cuckoo didn't try to get rid of that, but sat down 
upon 1t qmte satisfied. The poor foster-parents, deprived of their own 
offspring, will feed the hungry young interloper until he can fly about, 
and even when able to get his own food he still likes t.o be fed hy 
another bird if ~e can, as was once seen i? the Zoological Gardens, when 
a Cuckoo who hved there through the wmter, and had put on h-is new 
dress the following spring, actually fluttered down to a little hedge 
.sparrow in the aviary, and, "with open bill and drooping wings, solicited 
food from his small companion." 

The Cuckoo, therefore, is quite unworthy of imitation, remindino- us 
.of those people who would rather t;eg than work, and who are so utt~rly 
selfish that they care not who perishes so long as they can get all they 
require. But we know that the inspired apostle ordained that, " If any 
would not work, neither should they eat." 

Cuckoos are of soine use notwithstanding all their bad qualities, as 
they enjoy eating cockchafers, moths, dragon-flies, and the hairy cater
pillars, that no other birds will tackle ; their sharp eyes can discern 
these insects and larvre while yet a long way off, and tbey will fly off 
and devour them, and return to the former perch in a wonderfully short 
space of time. Thus their very greediness makes them useful in ridding 
the country of many troublesome and destructive insects, and reminds 
us that God can and does bring good out of evil; and some day all those 
who love Him will have to acknowledge " He hath done all things well." 

P.8.-I forgot to say last month that the " Secretary" bird is a 
native of South Africa, a name that sounds painfully familiar to us now 
and makes us earnestly implore that out of the evil of war and bloodshed 
peace and blessing may at length be brought. 

THE METAPHORS OF PAUL'S EPISTLES. 
No. ·s.-Athletic. 

BY W. H. RoSE. 

THE most cursory reader of Paul's Epistles cannot fail to notice his 
- frequent allusions to the athletic games of the Greeks, These games 
comprised wrestling, boxing, chariot and foot racing. Historians inform 
us that they almost constituted a religion among the Greeks, and were 
solemnized with extraordinary magnificence, and drew together a vast 
concourse of combatants and spectators from all the States of Greece. 
Cicero says that in the estimation of the Grecians a victory at 
Olympia was more great and glorious than to receive the honour of a 
triumph at Rome. Horace, the poet, declares : " It exalts the victors above 
human nature ; thev are no longer men, but gods."• With these facts 
before us we can better understand the force of Paul ·s metaphorical use 
of Grecian athletics for the illustration of spiritual truths. 

(1) The Candidate. Before being admitted to competition in the 
games every athlete had to produce proof of his Hellenic birth, the un-

• It is to be deplo~ed that this ancient glorification of mere physical feats 
is being revived to-day. 

N 
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·exceptionableness of his character, and the freedom of his· conrl.ition. 
There is, probably, a reference to this birth qualification in Heb. xii. 22. 
The word •• paneguris," translated "general assembly," is the word 
which designated the great festival assembly of· citizens of. the various 
Greek nationalities at the foot of Mount Olympus, where the national 
games were celebrated every fifth year. In the first verse of the chapter 
we see the athlete "laying aside every weight, running the race set 
before him, looking off to the goal." Here, amidst great rejoicings, he 
is oefore the judge to receive the prize. The marginal reading of ver. 
23, shews us that, like the Grecian competitor, he has previously been 
" enrolled " as a citizen of heaven. The word refer'! to inscribing a 
name in a register. In the" crowning day,". at His appearing (2 Tim. 
iv. 8), the name of every victor will be found to have been registered in 
the Lamb's Book of Life. "Then tlie pilgrims gave fo each man his 
certificate which they had received in the beginning." "Then they asked 
Ignorance for his certificate, that they might go in. and show it to the 
King ; so he fumbled in his bosom for one and foimd noiie. ·Then· said 
they, '1Have yon none?' But the man answered never,a-word." Reader, 
hast thou the certificate of heavenly birth_ ? · : · · 

(2) The Training. The aspirant for athletic honours was trained 
under a very severe regimen. He practised-naked, in both heat and cold, 
for ten months. His· diet was prescribed by t4e presiding physician, 
and consisted of dried figs, nuts, soft cheese, and a coarse, heavy sort of 
bread. The use of wine was absolutely forbidden, and also· amorous 
indulgences. 

" Who in the Olympic race the prize would win, 
He.s borne from early youth fatigue and pain ; 
Excess of heat a.nd cold ha.s often tried. 
Love's softness banished, a.nd the gle.ss denied.''-Horace. - · 

So we read in 1 Cor. ix. 25, R.V., "And every man that striveth in 
the games is temperate in all things." Now the word for" temperate" 
means:" to.have mastery over one's self." (The Revisers generally put 
"self-control" in the margin, e.g. G:at v. 23). This is the key to ver. 
27, "But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection "-literally, 
"lead it about as a sla'Ve." "Body ·•·refers to the animal, and" I" to 
the intellectual part of man's constitutic)ll. Reason should control 
passion ; the intellectual should sway th!l animal. To secure this, con
stant watchfulness, fixed resolution, and undaunted perseverance are 
indispensable. These duties are not precluded by the doctrine of Divine 
assistance ; they are rather the means by which that doctrine is made 
effective. No man had a deeper consciousness of his corruption, and of 
bis dependence upon the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit. Yet Paul 
scrupled not to declare, even respecting some lawful things, "I will not 
be brought under the power of any '' _ (1 .Cor. vi. 12). What fellowship 
can gluttonous, wine-bibbing, sensual profel!sors have with such a eaint 
of God ? To the sincere disciple of Christ there is no contradiction 
between Gal. v. 23, "The fruit of the Spirit is temperance," and Titus i. 
8, "Be temperate." He learns that to be Spirit-controlled is to be l!elf-
controlled. · 

(3) The Rules. When the name and country of the intending 
competitor had been duly entered, he was required to take an oath that 
he would religiously observe the several laws prescribed in each kind of 
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combat, and do nothing contrary to the established regulations of the 
games. Unpunctuality at the preliminary exercises, the bribing of an 
antagonist to induce him. to yield, the concealment of information 
required by the examiners-any of these offences nqt only disqualified a 
man for the prize, even though the apparent viptor, but subjected him 
to disgrace and punishment. It is to these regulations that Paul alludes 
in 2 Tim. ii. 5, " And if also a man contend in the games, he is not 
crowned except he have contended lawfully" (R.V.). The apostle is 
enjoining upon Timothy endurance and. fidelity in all the parts of" his 
work as a minister of.Jesus Christ, and h-0lds before him in ver. 15, the 
lofty ideal, "approved unto God." The reference to the athletic rules, 
enforced by solemn oath (ef. chap. iv. 1, "I charge thee, therefore, 
before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shalljudge, &c."), would be 
very impressive in this connection. 
. ( 4) The Hf!/l'ald. This official registered the names of the competitors, 
and summoned them (" the high calling" Phil. iii. 14 ), to the different 
races or combats. It is to his work that Paul probably makes allusion 
in 1 Cor. ix. 27. Dr. Campbell's version is given, "Lest, perhaps, hav
ing proclaimed to others, I myself should not be accepted." For the 
sake of his argument Paul represents himself as both hera.ld and 
candidate, and, by implication, reaso~s thus : " Supposing, after 
administering the pledge to others, I break the oath myself ; supposing 
after summoning others to the combat, I myself_draw back. What then? 
It had been better for me never to have been a herald or an apostle." 
These sentiments .do not militate against the doctrine of the eternal 
security of God's saints, so triumphantly asserted in Rom. viii. ; they 
only reveal the jealous 9oncern of one who_ kqew. full well that the 
occupation of a sacred office does not argue the·poss_ession of a rncred 
character. There is something terrific in the language of Bunyan on a 
kindred subject : " There is a way'.from a wooden pulpit into a flaming 
hell."_ _ " Wherefore, let him that thinketh he stande~h take heed, lest 
he fall." . 

(5) The Gymnasium. This was the place of training and exercising 
for the games. In 1 Tim. iv. 8, the word, " gumnasia," is translated 
"exercise." Paul is exhorting Timothy in ver. 7, to" exercise himself 
unto godliness," and uses the " bodily training" as an illustration of the 
truth that godliness of character, from the human point of view, is only 
attainable through strenuous, persevering effort. Further, the exertions 
of the physical gymnast brought him but a limited and temporary profit 
(" a little while," A.V. marg., "a litt_le," R.V.), but the profit accruing 
from those of the spiritual gymnast embraces" all things," and_extends 
to "the life which is to come." The exercises of the ministerial 
gymnasium are detailed in vers. 13-16. Happy is the minist~r who 
seeks thus to " train" himself, under the direction and in the power of the 
Spirit, for the noblest contest in the world. But how despicable is h~ 
whose feebleness in the arena of the pulpit is due to his indolence in the 
gymnasium of the study. The. word, in another form, occurs i1;1 Heb. 
xii. 11. Chastening, though grievous at present, eventually •· y1eldeth 
peaceable fruit unto them that have been exercis~d thereby" (R:Y.). Iu 
the case of the athlete the present severe and parnful stram of smew and 
muscle was necessary for the development of his powers of endurance. 
Even so, the Lord's exercisiQ.g of His people will issue in peace after 
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pain, nnd strength after strain. "Wherefore,'' with such a goal before 
you, "lift up the hands that hang down, a11d the feeble knees." 

(t,) Tiu, Course. The Stadium is referred to in I Cor. ix. 24, "the 
races of the Stadium" (Conybcare's Tran.) "race-course" (R.V. marg.). 
According to Dr. Bnllinger's Lexicon, the word signifies" the standard of 
measure, ,iz, a distance of 600 Greek feet, or 201½ English yards. The 
course for the Olympnic games was a stadium in length." . But 
Rollin mentions a race of 24 stadia, turning twelve times round the 
goal. This was the course "set before" the competitors in the horse, 
chariot, and foot races. It is mainly with the last named that. Paul's 
metaphors deal. In the great argument on the sovereignty of the grace 
of God, Rom. ix. 16, we read: " It is not of him that runneth." From 
the standpoint of our sinnership, sah'ation is not a prize won by effort, 
but a p;ift received of grace. Bishop Monle's terminal phrasing may help 
to fix this fundamental truth in the memory. "Salvation is not of the 
wilier, nor of the runner, but of the Pitier-God." Alluding to the first 
love and zeal of the Galatians (chap. v. 7, R.V.), the apostle says, "Ye 
·were running weH." Freed from the "weights'' of Judaic. traditions 
and rites they were speeding along the Gospel stadium towards the goal 
of their high calling of God in Christ Jesus. But someone, a Judaizing 
zealot, had driven them back. The author of that trenchant expos8 of 
sacramentarianism, "The Apostle Paul's Reply to Lord H.alifax," using 
Twentieth Century idiom, paraphrases thus: "You resemble racers who 
all commenced to run a race, but having made a capital start, suddenly 
stopped, and entered their names for another kind of race, arranged in 
the tield by somebody who neither owned the field, nor had any right to 
arrange the r.ace. . . . You are leaving the Way to run a ceremonial 
unauthorized race." The Thessalonian saints are requested (2 Thess. iii. 
l ), to pray for Paul, "that the word of the Lord may have free course, 
Gk.- marg., "may run." '' Literally, without a drag on the wheels of its 
course," is A. R. Fausset's note in Bengel's Gnomon. A cognate word 
is translated" wheel" in James iii. 6, R.V. The figure seems, therefore, 
to be that of a charwt race, and finely comports with the impetuous spirit 
of the apostle. How suggestive is the reference to ,John the Baptist in 
Paul's address at Antioch, in Pisidia (Acts xiii. 25), '' As John was ful
filling his course." How pathetic, too, are the expressions respecting 
himself in Acts xx. 24, and 2 Tim. iv. 7, R.V., "I have finished the 
course." After thirty years of hard running, the weary, panting racer is 
lit the goal. The scene touches the writer's heart, and causes him to 
breathe the prayer that he, too, may "finish his course w.ith joy." 

(7) The Goal. This, of course, was the centre of supreme interest to 
both competitors and spectators. To reach that spot first, even by a 
sincrle foot length, meant to be glorified throughout Greece. It is 
hicrl1Iy probable that during his stay of two years at Cornith, Paul had 
witnessed the Isthmian games he so vividly depicts in I Cor. ix:. and 
Phil. iii. In the latter passage one almost feels the intense eagerness 
that throbs in the words : " forgetting the thir.gs which are behind, and 
stretcLiwr forward to the things which are before, I press on toward the 
goal" (R.V.). "Looking unto Jesus," his strength was renewed day 
by day, and the thought of what awaited him at the goal fired his 
spirit, and quickened its pace. Whether the goal be our going to be 
with Christ, or His coming to fetch us, the prospect is more than 



AND GOSPEL HERALD 177 

enough to sustain the "stretching forward·• and the " pressing on." 
May the Spirit, if need be, apply this metaphor to rehuke · our 
sluggishness and to inspire us with the zeal which prompted its use. 

(8) The Judge. This official presided over the games, and acted 
ns umpire. Chrysostom refers to him as the "Arbiter" (see Col. iii. 
15, R.V., marg. "arbitrate"). He awarded the prizes, and inscribed in 
the public register the name and country of the athletes by whom 
they were won. From the hands of the Lord Jesus, in the character 
of "the righteous Judge," the apostle anticipated receiving "the 
crown of righteousness" (2 Tim. iv. 8). When ? "at that day ... 
His appearing." And .so we read in 2 Cor. v. 10, R.V., "We must 
all be made manifest before the judgment seat of Christ.'' The idea 
of being " manifested" is correlated to the "g!orying in appearance" 
in ver. 12. The judgment-seat here is the Berna, not the regal 
throne of Matt. xxv. The writer would not be dogmatic, but he has 
a solemn impression that this passage is to be-linked on to Matt. vii. 21, 
22, "Many will say to Me in that day," &c. Here are persons who have done 
wonderful works, but who have not done the will of the Father; persons 
who, to revert 'to Paul's searching words, have "gloried in appearance, 
but not in heart.·• Is there to bea "manifestation" of all professors 
of Christ, as such, that those who have "contended lawfully" may be 
distinguished from those who have not? Does I Cor. ii. 19, present us 
with a miniiture rehearsal of the general scene in 2 Cor. v. 10 ? "For 
there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved, 
i.e., found genuine after trial-may be made manifest among you." 
The coming of the Bridegroom will reveal, what has been imper
ceptible to others, the difference between the "wise " and the "foolish" 
virgins (Matt. xxv. 1, 13). [Note the same terms of classification
" wise " and " foolish " builders, and the same solemn disavowal, " I 
know you not," in Matt. vii.]. " Wherefore,'' says the apostle, '' we 
make it our aim that we may be accepted of Him." 

(9) The Prize. This was a wreath of wild olive, pine, parsley, or 
laurel, according to the different places where the games were celebrnted. 
So in 1 Cor. ix. "the prize," in ver. 24, is explained as "a crown " in 
ver. 25. Campbell translates" a fading crown." The spiritual victor's 
crown is one that "fadeth not away." The "crowns " were displayed 
i~ a conspicuous part of the stadium to animate the racers. Perhaps 
the phrase " the joy set before Him " may be an allusion to this. 
Rollin says, "The wreath was accompanied with a palm branch, which 
the victor carried in his right hand (see Rev. vii. 9). The same author 
suggestively observes upon the intrinsic insignificance of t,he prize : " The 
institutors of these games wished that it should be implied from hence, 
that honour alone, and not mean and sordid interest, ought to be the 
motive of ·great actions.'' Paul was "ambitious" (see t Cor. v. 9, R.V. 
marg.) to receive the prize both as a preacher and a believer. As a 
minister of the Gospel he eagerly looked forward to meeting those whom 
he describes as his "c:i·own of rejoicing, or glorying, in the presence of 
the Lord Jesus, at His coming" (1 'l'hess. ii. 19; Phil. iv. 1). It is 
the victor's crown; hence, the point of his exhortation in Phil. ii. 16, 
"That I may rejofoe in the day of Christ that I have not rnn in vain.'' 
Brethren in the ministry, may the vision of this crown effectually wean 
us from all selfish motives, and increase in us the soul-love pas8ion of 
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Him "·ho AAys: " Rejoioo with Me, for l have fottnd My sheep which wM 
lost." Personally, as a believer, Paul says: "I press toward the goal 
for the 71rize of rny high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. iii. 14). 
What prize? Most writers reply, "heaven and glory.;" but vers. Sand 
20 seem to indicate the pOiSCssion and vision of the Lord Jesus Himself. 
"That I may win Christ" (the word " win," however, means to acquire 
or gain). "We look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." "Desiring 
to be loosed, and lo be with Christ, which is best of all" (Geneva Ver.) 
As Bernard of Clair,aux, sings : 

"Jesus, our only joy be Thou, 
· As Thou our P1·ize wilt be." 

The Lord grant us each grace so to run that we may obta~n the un
fading crown, and to Him alone, as is most meet, will we ascribe tlie 
glory for e't'er and e,er. Amen. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOOK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES, .. 

' ' For the La.mb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and 
shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes."-Rev. vii. 17. · 

WITHOUT any exordium, we plunge at once into the subject before 
us, a subject which introduces ns to the ONE glorious attraction 

of the home beyond. Naturally one's thoughts cluster round the " Prince 
of Peace," "the King in His beauty," the enthroned Lord of all. Let 
our first act be that of homage, adoration, , and praise, by casting our 
crowns at His feet and right joyfully " crowning Him Lord of all." 
To-day we meditate upon tliis wondrous name-" the LAMB." The lamb 
was an emblem of innocence, and was offered in the sacrifice. That lamb 
was typical of tlie great Sacrifice that should be· offered once for all, on 
Calvary. God provided this Lamb according to promise, made to the 
"father of the faithful" upon Mount Moriah, as the sacrifice by which 
full satisfaction was given to offended justice. "The Lamb of God'' was 
tlie appellation given by John the Baptist, a beautifully descriptive name 
for the adorable Son of God-Son of Man. It signifies His meekness, 
gentleness, and many other important traits which sho,ne so resplen~ently 
in the life and character of our Divine Lord. It reminds us of His un
blemished purity, the infinite perfection of His Person, and the immacu
late holiness of His many gracious acts. Hence the Lamb i_s an app!o
priate designation, because suggestive of important truths in connection 
witli man's eternal redemption, the first of which is dear to all the elect 
of God. He was the " Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." 
He was the Lamb who passed tlirough the very deepest humiliation ever 
known. '' He endured the cross," and who can tell what that meant
to bear the cross, the guilt, the sin and shame ? 0 my soul, all thy 
accumulated sins were laid on the Lamb of God I His precious blood 
was voluntarily poured forth as the expiation for thee! Blessed Jesus, 
Lamb of God, I adore Thee for laying down Thy life es the propitiation 
fo~ my sins ! Forget not, never forget, 0 my soul, that on Him the 
1mgLty Yeugeance fell that would have sunk a world to hell ! Forget not 
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the terrible agony of the garden, nor the cruel, awful, lingering death on 
the cross of the dear Lamb of God: who did no sin, yet it pler.sed the 
Lord to bruise Him: He was.despised and rejected of men, forsaken of 
God I How infinitely great His love I bow deep .His compMBion ! yes, 
marvellous statement I so full of God-like pity : " By Hi.~ stripes we are 
healed." 

We pass on from our meditation on the glorious achievements of the 
Lamb, who wrought out a complete salvation, perfect and eternal for His 
numerous people, to contemplate the exalted, glorified, enthroned and all
powerful ONE. Jesus, the" Lamb in the midst of the throne," possesses 
authority over· all flesh. He walks between the golden candlesticks, and 
holds the stars in His right hand. He is Supreme Head over all things, 
and the l!'irstborn of every creature, and among all things He has the 
pre-em~nence. He is exalted above all things visible and invisible; yes, 
the invisible so illustrious as to be seated on thrones, so great as to be 
styled dominions, so elevated_ as to be considered principalities, so mighty 
as to merit the designation of powers (see Col. i. 16; Eph. i. 21). All 
aclmowledge His sovereign·1mpremacy and unrivalled glory. The highest 
position in creation is infinitely below Him ; so that there is neither 
majesty nor renown that eqqaJs His. All created beings occupying the 
loftiest thrones throughout the vastness of immensity bow to His 
authority, and pay their homage to Him as King immortal, eternal, and 
only Potentate;.to Whom be glory, honour, power everlasting. 

I would remind my reader that the "Lamb in the midst of the 
throne_" is tb,e object of universal adoration. Before Him every knee 
bows, and every tongue confesses that He is worthy to receive all praise, 
all blessing, ·from His dependent-creatures. The Lamb is the centre of 
universal attraction, and redeemed men in all generations join in devout 
acclamation of praise and·adoration. · Holy patriarchs, the goodly follow
ship of. prophets, the glorious company of apostles, the noble army of 
martyrs, the innumerable company of angels, the general assembly of the 
Church of the firstborn, and the multitude, join in holy song and lofty 
praises of adoration to the Lamb. Surely the sevenfold anthem rendered 
by such a cho~ will.be like the voice.of many waters. What harmony! 
what delightful music! · No discordant voice, not one out of tune! The 
sweet echo of that eternal.song of praise shall be heard throughout the vast 
domain of the eternal city of God. "They sang a new song of Moses, 
the servant of God, and ·of _the Lamb." 

'·' Jesus is worthy to receive I 
Honour and pow'r divine ; 

And blessings more than we can give, 
Be-, Lord, for ever Thine. 

The new creation join in one 
To bless the sacred Name 

Of Him that sits upQl'.l the throne, 
And to adore the Lamb." 

The words before us remind us of the plenitude of heavenly prov·is-ion. 
No doubt there is a plentiful treasure laid up in store tor all the 
redeemed. All needs will be liberally supplied, and every Wtsh be fully 
satisfied. We love to think of the prophet's assuring words: "He shall 
feed His flock;" yes, even in this vale of tears He is able to supply, and, 
what is more, He does supply our temporal and spiritu~l needs a_s they 
arise day by day. He spreads our table for us and gives UR daily our 
daily bread. Then, tiS we contemplate the future life, we have the 
certainty of an undiminished store ; for I read that " the Lamb shall 
feed them." Milton sings of ambrosial food of celestial beings, by which 
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he means whatever is pleasing, fragrant, or delicious. 'l'hc inhabitants 
of heaven shall be fed with larger communications of Divine love, greatc1· 
discoveries of the superlative wonders of Divine grace, and fuller revela
tions of Divine glory. He shall feed them with fruit from the tree of 
life, which yields its monthly supplies. The Lamb "shall lead them to 
living fountains of waters." To-day He leads His people beside the 
waters of quietness, there to fountains, the river of eternal life, giving us 
the idea of plenitude, fnlness, never-ending, never-diminishing, inex
haustible provision. 

"And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." This implies 
that a g-lad triumph over all trials, and absolute freedom from all sorrow, 
and eternal deliverance from tribulation is now fully realised and enjoyed 
by our friends in heaven. All sorrow is past, all sighing ended, conflict 
gone, victory won I Such thoughts suggest universal tranquillity, rest, 
and pea~e. Yes, this world emanated from unity, and when all the 
purposes of God now in operation are fully consummated, then unity, 
tranquillity, and universal peace shall be restored. There shall be no 
more death, and the inhabitants shall not be sick, for all dangers, diseases 
and plag-ues shall have passed into oblivion. 

"No gna.wing grief, no sa.d hea.rt-rending pa.in, 
In tha.t bless'd country ca.n a.dmission gain; 
No sorrow there, no soul-tormenting fea.r, 
For God"s own ha.nd sha.ll wipe the fa.Hing tear. 
There our Redeemer lives, all bright and glorious, 
O'er sin, a.nd death, and hell He retgns victorious." 

W' e have now brought our meditations on this very delightful, soul
cheering portion of the Word to a close. If any tried and tempted souls 
have derived help, and sorrowing ones comfort, through what has been 
written, that will be ample reward to the writer. Let us together magnify 
the Lord, and bless His holy name. Praise ye the Lord.. Amen. 

67, Endwell Roa.d, S.E. 

THE SHEPHERD'S PRESENCE.-III. 
BY JOSEPH MAYHEW. 

LET us furt,her notice that we may have God with us and yet not 
know it, qr be conscious of His presence. That was the experience 

of the children of Israel when Jehovah raised up Gideon to be their 
deliverer from the Midianitish raiders, who invaded and impoverished 
their country. God was with the Israelites, but they knew fo not; 
hence the sal-utation addreesed by the angel of the Lord to Gideon : 
"The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour." Now mark the 
reply of Gideon (.J udg. vi. 13) : '' And Gidton said unto him, Oh, my 
Lord, if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us ? and 
where be all His miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not 
the Lord bring us up from Egypt ? but now the Lord bath forsaken us, 
and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites." Yet Jehovah had 
not forsaken them; He was still with them, but, it was to correct them 
for their sin that these things had befallen them. 'l'he instrument em
ployed was a material one-the sword of the Midianites. They saw and 
felt it, but not the Divine hand that held it, or the purpose for which 
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He.used the sword. Sin had caused a film to grow over their ejes, so 
that they could not see God, or believe He was with them. Alas! dear 
reader, have not you and I had a similar experience to that? Even 
now, perhaps you are saying, "God is not with me. I never was so 
tried as I am now, I_ am oppressed and persecuted by men, businees is 
at a stand-still, my plans are thwarted, everything is disjointed. God 
is not with :me, or I should be more successful. He is not in my life, 
or it would flow more calmly on, in order to glorify Him more and 
more."· Perhaps, just now, dear friend, you are under. Fatherly chas
tisement; there may be something. in your spirit or life that is contrary 
to Him, and Re must needs remove it. He may possibly thwa~t the 
E-xecution of your long-cheri11hed plans by human opposition; or rebuke 
you with human voices; or chastise you with human hands. I have 
often found this to be my experience. But He is with us, watching 
with a Fatherly an_d loving eye the. effect the chastisement has upon us; 
for, "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear Him; for. He knoweth our frame, and remembereth we are 
dust," and presently He will gently wipe the tears away • 

.A.gain, He may be hiding His face fro)D us for wise, gracious, and 
inscrutable reasons, as a necessary discipline; for, "The Lord trieth the 
righteous." There we have a great fact stated, and in close connection 
with it we .have many purposes and promises, not one of which can fail. 
He who " trieth the righteous," "bath His way in the sea, and His 
path in the mighty waters, and His footsteps are not known." We 
may, in ou~ deep distress and de•pondency, say, "The Lord bath for
saken me, and my Lord bath forgotten me;" but this is not true. for, 
hearken to His words, " Can a woman forget her sucking child, that 
she should not have compaas-ion on the· son of her womb? YPa, they 
may forget, yet will I not forget thee;" and again, "I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee." He is with us, and will be with us in. every 
furnace, and in every flood; hence the sweet and precious promises n:ade 
to tried saints : " When thou pa~sest through the waters, I will be with 
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when 
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall 
the flame kindle upon thee." He is with us to lead us in the right way, 
for, "When He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth before them." 
He is also with us to teach us and make us meet for His use. 

We notice that it is our sweet privilege at times to be blessedly con
scious of His presence. That was David's experience when he penned 
the words, "Thou art with me," and that means, having the mind 
flooded with heavenly light, and the heart filled with holy joy, and a 
fearlessness of men and devils, at which we ourselves greatly marvel, 
until we quietly t>xamine our condition and surroundings; and then the 
beauty and truth of that Scripture strikes as forcibly, "As the moun
tains are round aboat Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people 
from henceforth even for ever." Again, "The Lord is my light and 
my salvation, whom shall I fear ? " . Thus, dear reader, we have tried 
to trace out the experiences of a true child of God relating to the 
Divine presence. Now I close th_is paper by giving you very briefly, _a 
blessed experience of my own which I shall neyer forget. The text IS 

one of my Ebenezers. My hands were busy with secular work, and my 
mind was necessarily occupied with it too, and I was not just then 
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thinking of spiritual things, when, lo I a voice sounded in niy ears, so 
clear and distinct, so tender and yet so powerful, and the wo1-ds were: 
" Thou art 1cith me," repeated over and over agaiu, 3nd each time the 
Yoice rang with a peculiar and Hea"V"enly. cadence through all. the 
chambers of my soul, bringing with it a sacred joy and peace, never 
exceeded by any previous experience, and such a calm, restful, and holy 
delight in God; such strength and courage too, that I verily believe I 
could have gone to prison, and even to death, without fear, if my Lord 
had so willed it. · 

Now, dear reader, "fare you well;" "God be with you till: we meet 
again." 

THE THRONE OF GRACE. 
" IT is called a ' throne of grace ' because all the acts and senten<,les 

passed at this new court are all acts of grace, all the blessings 
given from this throne are all of mere grace. Nothing is here· but 
grace. ' The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth canie ·by 
Jesus Christ ' (John i. 17 ). Was there no grace and truth under the 
law? Yes, a great deal, but it all belonged to Jesus Christ. There was 
grace nnder the law, but none but what related to Jesus Christ. There 
was truth under the law, but only as Christ was pointed ·at ; ot4erwise 
all were but vain and beggarly rudiments, and empty dark shooows·. 
The Jews see nothing of Christ in the Old Testament, and therefore 
find neither the saving mercy nor saving truth of God in it; And it is 
much worse with men (Christians I cannot call them) that see as little 
of Christ in the New Testament. Take the chain of salvation, and all 
the links of it, as the apostle names them (Rom. viii. 29, 30), and all of 
them are of grace. We are chosen by grace; we are given to Christ by 
grace ; redeemed by Him by grace ; by grace we are j1,1Stified through 
that redemption ; by the same grace we are adopted ; by the same 
grace we are saved, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost ; and by grace we shall be glorified. And they that will 
not claim these blessings, and hold them by this tenor of free grace, I 
dare not say that they shall never have them-for this grace can over
come its greatest enemies-but I may say, that they at present have no 
part or portion in this matter, and when they come to partake of grace, 
and to know the grace of God in truGh (Col. i. 6), they will be of 
another mind, and count it the best tenor to hold all by, even by free 
grace. Yea, after all the riches of grace poured .forth on believers in this 
life, when they come to receive the crown of glory, they receive it as 
humbly, yea more than they did any former act of grace from this 
throne. The' overcomer by the blood of the Lamb,' will receive the 
crown from his glorious Redeemer, as humbly, and with owning it a 
gift of grace, as much as ever he did receive a pardon in that blood, 
when his head was on the block, and the axe of law and justice lifted 
up to cut him off for his iniquity. There may be proud pleaders for
or rather presumers and expecters of-the crown of glory, but no proud 
receivers of it. We must' look for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life' (Jude 21). Merit and worth are only for hell; and 
they have no room in heiveo, nor in the way to it. Justice reigns in 
bell, grace in heaven. So all will find that come to heaven, and so must 
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they all know and believe, that would be there. Sinners that are for 
merit will find it sadly in hell. Men's merit makes bell, and Christ's 
merit makes heaven."-R. Traill. 

TH.E PERSEVERANCE 
IN 

OF THE 
CHRIST. 

SAINTS STANDS 

BUT we will look at that truth contained in the word·" perseverance." 
I know there.is such a grace, but my progress in divine realities, 

and my perseverance in the way of life, would be slow indeed, were it 
not for my preservation in Christ. That; is a blessed word to me, con
cerning all true ZionitE-s, in Pea. lxxxiv. 7: "They go from strength to 
strength; every one of them in Zion appeareth before !God." "'They 
go." Why do they go ? Because they are in Him, and He is no 
stand-still God. In His arnis He holds them every step of the journey 
home. What a blessed revelation for the confirmation of the truth in 
us, and the establishment of our hearts in the faith of His glorious 
Gospel. Jesus Christ is the preserving One. "The path of the just!" 
What is that ? Not the jUtBt in the path; but, "The path of the ju~t is 
as the shining light, which sbineth more and more unto the perfect 
day " (Prov. iv, ~8). " His goings forth are prepared as the morning," 
shining clearer and clearer, brighter and brighter, until each and every 
one of His loved ones shalt stand before the Father perfect and complete 
in the day of eternal glory. He is the Perseverer, for He succeeds in 
every case He takes in -han:d. This He promised the Father to do on 
the behalf of His own elect. From the Father's hands He lovingly 
took them to take care of them and preserve them to eternal glory. 
When lost He saves them-when fallen He raises them up-when 
accused He clears them-when afar off He brings them nigh-when 
polluted He purifies them-'when naked He clothes them-to Himself, 
to Hie Father, to His heavenly home He will bring them. Look at that 
glorious description given of Him in John iii. 35, "The Father lornth 
the Son, and hath given all things into His hand.'' Dwell upon His 
own utterance in Matt. xxviii. 18, "All power is given unto Me in 
heaven and in earth." All power belongs to our Most Glorious Christ, 
and yet we are told impotency is too potent for Omnipotence to over
come. Blessed be God1 in the All-powerful we stand "strengthened 
with all might according to His glorious power," and in that "all 
mightn we abide in spite of the weakness of the flesh, the strength of 
Satan, and .the power of the world. In the enjoyment of this, doubt, 
fear and unbelief fly before the force of eternal truth, and from the 
consideration of the enlightened child of God. 

' Wha.t from Christ the.t soul she.11 sever 
Bound by everlasting be.nds ? 

Once in Him, in Him for ever; 
Thus th' eternal cov'na.nt ste.nds : 

None shall pluck thee 
From the Strength of Isra'l's hands.'" 

T. BR.A.DB UR y. 

"LET prayer be the key of the morning, and the bolt of the night." 
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" THE text declares concerning om· Lord that ' }Je shall not fail nor 
be discouraged.' This leads us to cmsider what is the work which Jesus 
Christ has undertaken, in which He will not fail. nor be discouraged, 
Our text directs us in this matter, for it tells us He has come to • set, 
judgment in the earth,' and that' the isles shall wait for His law.' The 
earth is to be delivered from misrnle and sin, and men are to be sub
missive to His instruction and direction. There are some who doubt it, 
but I still believe in that verse which we sang just now:-

• Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
Does bis successive journeys run ; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to _shore, 
Till moons she.II wax and wane no more.' 

Our Lord has come to save His own elect, and He will save every one of 
them. No soul for whom He stood as ·Surety and Substitute shall e\Ter 
be cast away. The sheep shall pass again under the hand of :H.im that 
telleth them, and they shall all be there. ' He shall not fail nor· be 
discouraged,' bat ' He shall see of the tr11.vail of His soul, and shall be 
satisfied.' " · 

LADY HrNTINGDON was once speaking to a workman, who was 
repairing a garden wall, and pressing him to take some_ thought c~m
cerniog eternity and the state of his soul. Some years afterwards, she 
spoke to another on the same subject, and said to him- : '' Thomas, I 
fear you never pray, nor look to Christ for salvation." "Your Lady
ship is mistaken,'' answered the man; "I heard what passed between 
yon and James, at such a time; and the word you designed for him 
took effect on me." ·• How did you hear'.it? "· "I heard it on the 
other side of the wall, and shall never forg~t the impression I received." 
Thus will the blessed Spirit even make His way through the hole ,of a 
wall, rather than an elect sinner shall die unborn again.-

A CHRISTIAN, too conversant with people of the world, resembles a 
bright piece of plate too much exposed to the air; which, though in 
reality it continues plate still, yet grows tarnished. and loses its fine 
burnish, and needs a fresh cleansing and rubbing up.-Toplady. 

SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

II.-EAST LONDON. LITTLE ALIE STREET, 

MANY of our readers well know the Baptist Church at Little Alie Street, 
Whitechapel, and will be sure to feel interested in a summary of its annals. 
Our friends will please note, in the historical view of the Commercial Street 
Church (concluded last month), the death of their fifth pastor, which occurred 
in tLe year 1748. This wa.s, of course, when that Church was meeting for 
worship in Little Prescott Street. During the few years of pastorless ex
perience which followed the home-call of Sarnuel Wilson, the pulpit was 
served by various "supplies," one of whom was Mr. James Fall, whose 
father was at the time pastor of the Baptist Church at Watford. Jamee was 
first brought into the ministry through the instrumentality of Dr. John Gill. 
He is said ·to have been a spii-itually gifted young man, but with few lite1·ary 
attainments. A difference of opinion respecting Mr. Fall's suitabil_ity ~or the 
Pastorate caused a division of the Church in the year 1752. At this distance 
of ti111e it is impossible for us to judge of the merits or demerits of either 
side. But this we do know-that the rnajority of the Church members and 
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the ma,jority of votes. were in favour of Mr. Fall being invited to take the 
ove!si~ht. Thie we ll~ know -that in Baptist pri~~iple and practise, the 
maJ01'1ty of the Churcli JB th6 Church whenever a dec1s1on has to be arrived at. 
'fhie we do know,. that the i1,flue11ce of the minority at that time was too 
strong against-the majorit.11, who were compelled to leave their home, and 
take temporary premi,es in the houses opposite to where Little Alie Street 
Chapel now stands, where they worshipped, with the pastor of their choice 
for about two years. Then came the day and the ceremony, when the prese11t 
comfortable and suitable Little Alie Chapel was opened, and dedicated for 
the use of the Church in their Christian gatherings and services, and for 
Divine worship. That day was.in the merry month of June, 1754. Mr. 
Fall· had been publicly recognised as the pastor at a service held in ~fr. 
Bentley's Chapel, St. Crispin's, Spitalfields, on the 28th of March of the same 
year. He was called home to be with Christ about two years after the 
opening services 'of 'the ptellent chapel. When this chapel was opened, as I 
have shown, in June, 17M, the Church applied to these remaining in Little 
Prescott Street for an amicable separation. This was refused, the refusal 
creating some ill-feeling at the time, hut which has long since burnt itself 
out. Both portions claim•ed to be the Church formed at Wapping in 1633; 
and they both were right in their claim then, and they both are right in their 
claim now, though the Little Alie Street folk have, we think, the balance of 
impartial judgment in their favour. 

On September 15, 1757, Mr. Thomas Dowers, having been chosen to the 
office by the Church, was recognised as Pastor. During his ministry, I am 
sorry to say, there was much declension in both church and congregation. 
He died in 1795; and thus terminated the second pastorate. 

Then came aboU:t ·thr.ee more years without an under-shepherd, during 
which time the congregation so dwindled, that occasionally they numbered 
only from ten to fifteen souls. At last, the chapel was temporarily closed. 
A member of the parent hive (Little Prescott Street) was much distressed 
about this state of- affairs in Little Alie Street, and asked the Lord for 
guidance in the matter; · Eventually he was the means of introducing Mr. 
William Shenstone, who came from the Baptist Church at that time worship
ping in Eagle Street, Holborn. It was the 23rd of July, 1798, when William 
Shenstone first came to the almost deserted L. A. S. ; but the Lord so 
abundantly blessed ,his labours here; that in a few years the Church members 
amounted to a considerable number, and a time of much prosperity was enjoyed. 

[PREACHING TO SINNERS ! 
Here we must insert a~ inst~uctive illustration upon present-day contro

versy. A section of Mr. Shenstone's congregation held that the doctrine of 
election precluded the necessity of either preaching to sinners or even praying 
for them. Consequently, in the year 1807, they left, and asFembled in 
Chapel Street, Mile End, elect-ing a Mr. Franklin as their pastor. From hence 
they removed to Redcross Street ; but after a brief and fruitless existence 
they ceased to meet.] 

WILLIAM SHENSTONE,-with whom for nearly two years had been asso
ciated as co-pastor our late friend Philip Dickerson,-preached his last 
sermon on the last Sunday evening in 1832, and died on the 27th of June, 
1833, aged 62. His remains were interred in the chapel precincts, a 
memorial stone lies flat in the yard at the back, and an oil portrait of him 
hangs in the minister's vestry. 

Brother Philip Dickerson accepted the sole pastorate on Sept. 3rd, 1833. 
The juhi1ee of his ministry was held early in 1866, and he continued his 
pastorate till 1871, when he was succeeded by Brother Masterson, who had 
previously acted as co-pastor for_ some years. On Mr. Masterson's removal to 
Brighton eleven and a half _years later, om Brother Sears entered upon the 
pastorate1of the Chutch, after having supplied the pulpit for six months. His 
recognition service was held ori April 12, 1883, in presence of many of the 
most honoured of the men still with us. 
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A!ter our Brother Sears left, the Church was supplied variously ; Bro. 
McKee pre!lcbed nearly two years (off and on), and the writer of these Papers 
preached there for fifteen months continuously every Sunday except one. 
The Church is now pastorless, and, we fear, in a very uneettled state. It is 
a thousand pities that the chapel is leasehold, and drawing towards the close 
of its third lease. SAMUEi, BANKS. 

The Harbinger, Southwood Road, New Elt~ain, S.E. (~ant), May, 1902, 

CATECHETIC TEACHING IN OUR SONDAY SCHOOLS. 

B1 PASTOR H. TYDEMAN CHIT,VERS. 

HHrnG derived much pleasure and profit by usiqg in :my Bible Claes the 
Catechism issued by the Metropolitan Associati!)n of. Stri_ct Baptist Churches, 
compiled by P~stor Ebenezer Marsh, I desire, in the_ limited space allotted u:ie, 
to recommend its use to those who are Bible Claes or Sunday School teaehei:-s. 
There are many advantages in using the Catechism. 

To tke hard worlted, busy teacher it is comparatively easy, and saves much 
time. You have not to search for your subject, and you are immediately 
directed to the Scriptures bearing on the subject given in the Catechism. The 
Concordance is useful, very useful, but ·you might turn to fifty references, 
and only six of them, perhaps, definitely bear on the subject in hand, and this 
you find a tax on your limited time ; the use of the Catechism would avoid 
this, besides keeping your mind concentrated on the one .theme. Many of the 
questions and answers are very suggestive, and prompt thought: this is a 
great item to the worker described above, . . · 

It brings teache1· and taught into all depa_rtments of Truth. There i& a 
tendency to choose our favourite subjects and consequently to rep!)at ourselves, 
and the scholars, especially seniors, complain of sameness. Now the Catechism 
prevents this, besides bringing us more or lee~ into the whole range of 
Biblical truth. Every part of the Bible will be referred to, and texts will 
come to our notice that have before been unobserved. 

The questions aud answers are somewhat easy to comm.it to memory. Thus 
we have the leesoos for our scholars in our subject, which will all help to 
increase interest. But see the advantage of this memorizing to the teachers 
themselves ; by this method we have the senti::neot of Scripture at our fingers' 
end, which will help us to· retain texts in otir mind.. . 

The various truths are splendidly classified. We are apt to jumble one 
truth into another, so that the scholars hardly know whether we are talking of 
justification or sanctification; now each subject hae its allotted place and space 
in the Catechism, and by its use we necessarily avoid this mistake. The Law 
and the Gospel each have their distinct sections; the first and second advent 
of Jesus are distinguished, and this rule runs through the Catechism • 

.A few hints as to how to use the Catechism might be helpful. It is 
doubtless best to begin at the beginning and· go .through it; there will be 
plenty of variety. It is ,well, as far as possible, to illustrate your subjects.: 
for instance, when on the subject of the Gospel, describe as well as yon can 
bow the Ephesians received the Gospel and its preacher. When speaking of 
Regeneration, introduce Nicodemus ; by no means let your subject get dry 
through lack of tact, which you can acquire, to make it interesting. I think 
it is wise to let one in the class read or recite from memory the answer when 
the teacher has given the question. · 

Every member of .the class i;hould have a copy of the Catechism, and the 
Bible should be constao_tly used to refer to the Scriptures directeg to by the 
Catechism; yes, even if your elass is made up of seniors, follow the same 
plan :_ let them give the answers, and refer to and read the Scriptures, and if 
done wisely, this will be found quite fai;cinatiog. God bless our Sunday 
School workers for Jesus' sake. Amen, 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

AGED , PILGRIMS• FRIEND 
SOCIETY. 

ON Tuesday afternoon, April 29th, the 
ninety-fifth anniversary of this God
honoured institution took place. The 
Divine blessing which has rested on the 
labours of the committees during nearly 
a century has not been withheld daring 
the past year, which has enrpaesed any
thing yet recorded in the history of the 
'Society, either in. the number· of its 
beneficiaries or the amonnt of money 
distributed. The annual report states 
that "the increased burden of taxation, 
declining trade, and: appeals for national 
funds have not diminished the ince,me 
of ·the Society," and accordingly the 
Committee desire '' that the 11pp11r11t11s 
of means employed in the prosecution of 
.the work may not make 'them unmind• 
ful of their dependency or ungrateful 
for God's ceaeeleed care. 'The Lord 
bath done great things for us, whereof 
·we are glad;"' "The cold bluts of 
poverty and adversity blow, and to 
whom can they (the aged) look for 
sympathy and aid but to their fellow
believere, to whom their Lord has com
mitted them, and who, if their hearts 
be right in Hie eight, feel it a privilege 
to minister to the poor and the aged of 
'the household of faith.' The help given 
to the aged pilgrim needs to be prompt. 
It will not be required long, for the sun 
is fast sinking, the chill breeze of even
ing is blowing, the eil ver cord is loos
ing, and the wheel is nearly worn at 
the cistern. The pulsinge are feeble and 
the words are indistinctly uttered; the 
hand is . trembling anu the step is 
tottering ; the memory is failing, and 
the mind is waning ; the film is 
thickening, and dust to duet is hasten
ing, for the .close of life's journey is at 
hand. Such are they who are designated 
aged pilgrims-poor and aged believers 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose life 
accords with their profession, and who, 
by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, have 
been brought as sinners to rest upon the 
a.toning work of ··the Redeemer for full 
ilal va.tion. In a word, they are sinners 
saved by free and sovereign grace. The 
Society has ·thus a. ·definite and Scrip
tural, and therefore Protestant basis, 
definite practical methods, and II definite 
class of recipients : on these lines it is 
thoroughly undenominational." 
· Sir C. Robert Lighto:q, Bart., so well 
known for hie many services to the 
Protestant 01mse, proved 11, most compe
tent and sympathetic chairman, and 
with him on the platform were Messrs. 
F. S. Webster, J. W. Pratt, Lt,:General 
Sir William Stirling, K.C.B., Messrs. 
J. H. Hallett, E. White, W. H, Colling
ridge, J. H. Parks, W. J. Martin, 
Bumstead, Abbott, Boulden, Savage, 

Fells, J. E. Hazelton (secretary), and 
others. 

Mr. J. W. Pratt, having read a portion 
from the Epistle of James and offered 
prayer, Mr. J. E. Hazelton gave the 
fllc~s and figur~s of the report. 

Sir Roben L1ghton's opening remarks 
set the keynote for the meeting. His 
theme was that it was not so much that 
they were performing some meritorious 
a.et for which they deserved thanks in 
forwarding the interests of the Society, 
bu_t that th1;y were greatly honoured in 
bemg permitted to become the instru
ments in Go.i's hands of ministering to 
the wants of His aged poor. He had ca.re
fnlly studied the report, and with refer
ence to the hope for peace there ex
pressed, trusted that it would soon 
come, and that the benevolent public 
~ould be moved ~o greater generosity 
m conseqnence of 1t. The recipients of 
the bounty of the Society were a.II of 
them approaching the •• borderland " 
and it was their desire to make the Ia~t 
days_ of such as happy and bright as 
possible. 

General Sir William Stirling then 
moved the adoption of the report, and 
expressed the pleasure it gave him to 
~ay II few words in support of so 
important a Soci~ty,. though he felt 
4!1-Ite unable _to brmg it to the notice of 
hie hearers m the manner it so emi
nently deserved. 

Mr. F. S. Webster, in eeconding the 
adoption of the report, said the commu
nitr that respected its aged was an 
enlightened and sta~le community, and 
one that would receive the blessing of 
God. The !,ord Jesus Christ often kept 
the best wme to the last for His- chil
dren, and it was the privilege of the 
you~g, by their love, sympathy and 
service to turn the water into wine for 
the Lord's aged ones. 

Mr. W. R: Collingridge, in supporting 
the resolution, drew upon his intimate 
experiences of City charities for the 
la.et fifty yeare, and ea.id he knew of no 
sooiety whose funds were more econo
mioally managed, nor any society 
whose affairs were managea by men 
who more sinoerely desired the welfare 
of those in whose interest they so 
sympathetically laboured. 

A seoond resolution, commending the 
Scriptural and Protestant character of 
the Society, was moved by Mr. J. H, 
Hallett and seoonded by Mr. E. White 
of Wool wioh. ' 

A vote of thanks to the chairman 
moved in a genial speech by Mr. W. J: 
Parks, oonoluded the proceedings. 

ALDEBURGH.-The sixth anniver
sary was held o:c. Easter Monday, 
Ma.rob 31st. It was a season of blessing. 
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Pastor A. Morling, of Cottenham, 
preached two excellent sermons-after
noon from Sol. Song ii. 4. ·This little 
sanctuary was indeed made a banquet
ing house to ns, as our brotlier'il dis
course was full of the love of Christ. 
Evening text from l Cor. iii. 12 and 13. 
This di8course we much enjoyed, and 
called us to self-examination ; it made 
us consider what we were building our 
hopes upon for eternity. If all our hope 
is in Christ, we are building upon the 
Church's eure Foundation, and we shall 
have a place in that building that is 
·• not made with hands eternal in the 
heavens." Congregations good at both 
the services. Tea was provided, to which 
about seventy eat down. Collections 
wtre made on behalf of various 
improvements. New flooring has been 
put in at the chapel entrance, also a 
new rostrum ; it has cost us in all £14. 
We feel it to tie a large expense; but we 
are trusting in the Lord to provide for 
us. We hope friends visiting this 
ancient seaside place during the eum
n.er months will help and encourage us, 
that we may continue to prove the 
Lord's blessing. The pa~t year has been 
one of blessing. Congregations have 
steadily increased, some have been 
added to the Church, and two have 
passed away-one a sister, Miss Wright, 
a member of the Church at Aldringham 
for over forty years. Our sister took a 
deep interest in this little sanctuary; 
she was called home, after much 
suffering, on A_pril 20th, 1901; also, on 
March 26th, Mr. H. Cooper, who had 
led us in the songs of praise for several 
years. Yet the I;ord's dealings with us 
have been both kind and good; "He 
bath done all things well." 

TOTTENHAM.-" EBENEZER;" 
NAPIER-ROAD. 

THE pastor's anniversary services were 
held on May 4th and 7th. On Sunday 
our pastor, John P. Gibbens, preached 
in the morning from 2 Oor. ·v.14, •'The 
love of Christ constraineth us." Cause : 
the love of Christ. Effect: constraineth 
us. The evening text was Gen. xxv. 31, 
" Come in, thou blessed of the Lord : 
wherefore standest thou without 7" and 
referred to the character : Blessed of 
the Lord. Invitation : Come in, thou 
blessed of the Lord. Important ques
tion : Wherefore standest thou with
out. Our pastor's discourses were 
excellent, and we have proved that 
they were blessed by the Lord. 

On Wednesday, May 7th, pastor E. 
Mitchell preached in the afternoon 
from Pda. :xxvii. 8. God's voice and the 
believer's echo-True religion begins 
with God: When Thou saidst God made 
a Way for us to seek His face, He 
recorded that fact in His Wor~. and He 
makes that Word effectual. 'J.'he face 
of God-mystically and metaphorically: 

Mystically denotes the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 'l'h-e face is that which ex• 
presses what we are. Obrist is the 
ex:preee image of Ghe Father.: •· He that 
bath seen Me bath seen the Father." 
Creation showli the hands of God ; in 
Providence we see His feet, His goings; 
but in Christ we see Hie face, and we 
seek His face in J esuP. Metaphorically 
denotes the favour of God. Hie favour 
in spiritual things, for something more 
than providential gifts, are desired by 
the soul. '' I thirst for ·God." "Seek 
ye." How God says it-in His Word, 
in providence in trouble, and with 
power by Hie Spirit's operation in the 
heart. The echo : It was prompt 
"When Thou eaidst." · It was a hearty 
reeponse. "My heart said." It was 
earnest "will I seek.'.' The verse is 
used as a plea, "Hide not Thy face" - a 
successful plea. He never said, ''Seek 
ye Me in vain." 

At the evening meeting the chairman 
(Mr. J .. M. Rundell, of the Surrey 
Tabernacle) spoke from Col. ii.: The 
position ot the Church. In Him
" complete in Him." Pastor Jae. Clark 
gave an address from Pea. lxiii. 7 : An 
expression of experience; a noble and 
praiseworthy resolution. God's people 
need help: it is iruaranteed by Divine 
promises, by Divine faithfulness, and 
confirmed by His past conduct. The 
kind of help received: God Himself is 
the help-"1'hori. hast been my help,"
boundless in its sources, matchless in 
its character, Divine in communication, 
and absolutely certain in' continuation; 
helps in a way of support, defence, 
supply, by preserving, by oomforting, 
by delivering-all-sufficient help, joy
inspiring, always seasonable, and never• 
failing help. 'l'he reaolution.: "In the 
shadow of 'l'hy wings "-a refuge which 
affords safety to the soul, gives rest to 
the mind, and imparts consolation to 
the spirit--"·wm I rejoice." Reasonable 
rejoicing because based. u~on experi
ence. "Because,'' "therefore '-personal 
rejoicing ; "my help "-prospective 
rejoicing. 

Pastor C. Hewitt dwelt upon the 
pro, and con,. Pro.; Pro-vidence of 
God, superintend_ing, timely care ; pro
claim: publish solemnly- declare to 
honour ; pro-gress. Con : Oon-verts
God's converts; con-fide: reliance-rely 
on the Book, on the dootrines in God ; 
con-olusion: ending,of life, , 

· Pastor Holden spoke from the text, 
"Who for the ,joy set before Him en
dured the oross, despising the shame,'·' 
&c. "The joy set before Him" as 
Mediator-what was it 7 To do the will 
of His Father, making satisfaction to 
Divine justice, making reconciliation 
between God and the einner, and work• 
ing out, finishing, and perfecting 
salvation for the. Church. The crown 
of the j JY : that He should by Hie 
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mediatorial perfeotion present unto 
Himself 11, glorious Ohurcb, without 
spot or blemish, complete in Him. 'fhe 
j'o.,: - set before us 1s also to do the 
will of God, to serve Him-the hope laid 
up for us, the inheritance reserved, 
dest,ned to be with Chris_t_, to be like 
Hiin, and to see Him as He is, which 
will stimulate, help, and support us in 
the trials we have to meet with. 

Brother Myerson made some prelimi• 
na.r1 remarks on the importance of the 
Soriptnres and their being kept in the 
land. Text. "Unto you that believe He 
is precious'' {1 Pet. ii. 7). Not precious 
to all, because all a.re not believers, 
all have not faith. "He is precious:" 
this constitutes the happiness of eter• 
nity. 

P,utor John P. Gibbens spoke on 
"My expectation is from Him." We 
may say our expectation; right of 
expectation, because in the family; 
children-of the Father, therefore large 
expectations. The past encourages 
these, the covenant of grace encourages 
these, the promises encourage, and His 
name and His nature encourage expecta
iions. 

The collections, whioh were for the 
pastor, amounted to £8 ls. 6d. 

BRIGHTON. 
(" Via trita, via tuta.") 

ON May 1st over forty friends of the 
Prarthana-Sabha gathered at the 
drawing-room of our worthy friend, 
Mr. Smith, who presided oyer the 
meeting. Several brethren prayed, and 
suitable hymns were sung. 

In introducing Mr. S. Hutchinson 
(who had come from London to address 
us) the chairmll,Jl mentioned that, 
though they had never seen him before, 
yet he had been the object of many 
prayers at their gatherings, and ex
pressed his pleas1ue in knowing that, 
though be had returned from India, 
yet the work of preaching the Gospel 
was still llear, and wished him God's 
richest bleeeinii:. 

Mr. Hutchmson commenced by 
stating that he had not come to talk 
about what he had done in India, but 
to give to such a society as this-whose 
business was prayer-an idea of the 
enormous difficulties 11, missionary had 
to encounter in preaching the Goepel 
to the natives of South India. Prayer 
was the first and greatest power to all 
missionary effort, and, to keep the 
work going 11.t high pressure, there 
must be no relaxation of the motive 
power at home. He urged our need to 
pray for the missionaries who had to 
battle against the low, moral state of 
the people, as well as the caste diffi
oultf, that they might be kept close to 
the Master, thus raised and strength
ened, morally and spiritually, pre
serving them from becoming contami-

nated in 11, land where vice is prevalent. 
Battling against the •• power• of d\t,rk
ness," and knowing their weakness, also 
the possibility of the assertion th11t 
"either they are raising the people or 
themselves declining" under the 
terrible influences a.round, must their 
cry ever be-
" Hold Thon my hand, so weak I am and 

helpless I 
I dare not take one step without Thy 

aid; 
Hold Thou my hand, for then, 0 loving 

Father, 
No dread of ill shall make my soul 

afraid." 
Time passed all too quickly, but we all 
felt that it was gooa to be there. 

After the meeting, several idols and a 
few illustrations were passed ronn<l 
and studied with interest. 

M"y God richly bless our brother 
(Mr. H11tchinson) and the Society, 
whose God-directed help makes 1c 
possible for those ins p1red by the 
Divine command to go out and face the 
many difficulties of the tropical clime~. 

J. s. s. 
WETHERDE:!i! .-On Easter Monday 

special services were held in the above 
place of worship, which is a branch of 
ihe Stowmarkei Church, The attend
ance was very good, the evening meet
ing in the chapel being weU filled, 
friends ooming from Ra.ttlesden, Stow
macket, Woolpit, and the surrounrting 
villages. The afternoon service con
sisted of a sermon from pastor W. F. 
Edgerton, of Ra.ttlesden, from Ga.l. v1. 
14. After tea (where about ninety wert1 
present) a public· mee~ing wa.s held, 
presided over by the pastor at Stow
market (S. B. Stocker). 'l'ne treasurer'd 
report was read, which was of an 
encouraging nature. Addresses were 
given by brethren R. B. Strickson, S. 
.Baker, and W. F. Edgerton. Collections 
were good. From this meeting a fund 
for painting and cleaning the chapel 
was started. We desire thankfully to 
acknowledge several gifts, and also to 
state that there are signs of the Lord's 
smile in increasing tile attendance, in 
blessing the Word proclaimed, and in 
putting into the hearts of some to com• 
mence a Sabbath-school in connection 
with the Cause. To God be the praise 
a.nd glory.-S. B. STOCKER. 

ELTHAM. 
BRIEF reference to the welcome meet
ings held on the 20th February, in 
connection with the settlement of 
brother Se.muel Banks (son of the 
founder of the EARTHEN VESSEL) 
appears in tho Maroh issue of the 
"E. V. & G. H." There were present 
representatives from numerous Strict 
Baptist Churches, and, including 
speakers, some twenty ministerial 
brethren. One hundred friends shared 
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the sooi11.l te&, 11,nd bcth the 11,ftemoon 
11.nd evening meetings were well 11.t
tended. The evening meeting w&B 
under the ch11.irm11.nehip of p&etor R. E. 
Se11.rs; 11,nd 11.t this de&eon Smith ·11,nd 
p&Btor B11.nkM g11.ve their interesting 
st&temente. The collections &mounted 
to £n lls. l0~d. 

The spirit of these meetings, whether 
considered 11,s to the ch11.r11.cter of the 
&ddresse8, the st&nding of the epe&kere, 
the hosp1t11.lity of thti IJongreg&tion&l 
p&stor 11.l'ld peoi,le ( whose commodious 
buildings and i,erson&l 11,id were so 
gracefully rendered), or as to the tone 
of the Church 11,nd congreg&tion now 
f&voured wiLh&sta.ted ministry,augured 
well for future solidity and progress. 

Brother Banks g11,ve forth his views 
and resolves as to propagation of the 
great doctrines of the Goepel and the 
maintenance ot accurate and unswerving 
conduct of the Church as -Strict, after 
the precept and pi4ttern of the New 
Testament. The pastor and people 
seem well yoked, and fidelity, affection 
and aggression are the teatures of 
spiritual life their history Bhould 
exemplify. 

The Cause has stood, under varying 
conditions, several years. In January, 
1883, brethren John Box, R. E. Sears 
and Henry Clarke, viewed the district 
and examined into the hopes and pros
pects of the work. They gave a report 
urging the neeCl for, and excellent 
prospects of, a Church in Eltham. The 
first meeting was held on Tuesday, May 
29th, 1883. On Janu-uy :!nd, 1884, 
brother Sears formed the Church ot 
twelve members. 

After supplying six months, to end of 
1901, brother Banks was ·unanimously 
called to the pastorate. Raving no 
doubt it was God's will (confirmed 
through the voice of the Church), and 
loving the people, he consented. Hie 
settled ministry commenced with the 
opening of this year. The first Sunday 
in January he wa.e cordially welcomed 
at the Lord's Table. He then gave the 
right hand of fellowship to a sister 
whom he ha.d immersed the previous 
Thursday. Another candidate for bap
tism was also accepted in February. 
The first Sunda.y in March he welcomed 
as members a family, consisting of 
father, mother and daughter. The 
congregatione are much increased, and 
they continue. 

On the recent development of a large 
estate at Well Hall, and of smaller ones 
around, it was deemed advisable to eeek 
a site. A committee of the M.A.S.B.C. 
( constituted for extension purposes) 
proposed a grant of £170, but ruled that 
roads, paths a.nd sewers be completed 
before the advance. This difficulty ma.y 
be removed by epecia.l conditions, or by 
procurement of another site. The little 
band has put together £80, but none of 

them is personally able to provide 
further funds. The present meeting
place is in&dequate, moonvenient and 
b&dly situated-a loft ovei· a stable in. a 
bye-way! - -

If the oharaoter of the Cause, and its 
conditions, eur1011ndinge and hopes were 
sufficiently known, the funds for free
hold and for erection of modest but 
good and sufficient premises would be 
supplied speedily •. An excellent site is 
now available.• 

Last autumn the Church was invited 
to join with the open com.munioniets, 
who have recently_ com.e, on certain 
conditions. The matter was fully sub
mitted to the ·mem.bers and without 
prejudicing the points raised. The 
tempt&tion, of course, . was great, but 
the Church, after mo11t careful delibera
tion, unanimously decided to stick to 
the Divine records without compromise. 
The London Association has since pur
chased a site opposite that our friends 
had selected. 

A spirit of concord, wiliii;1gness and 
zeal is very marked in the Church. In 
a characteristic letter the paJ!tor writes: 
"God is with us." The writer of this 
notice has intimately lmown the Church 
from its biiginning,and the pastor from 
hie youth. With such manifest prepara
tion of the Svirit.during these eighteen 
years there are strong reasons for deem
ing tha.t "the Lord bath much people 
in this place," and that He will certainly 
bring them forth, the conditions for 
such "inorea.ee of God" being at length 
realised. . 

Who are willing to a.id by. heavily 
sowing loving gifts (accompa.nied with 
loving prayer) in this so excellent soil? 
Surely the j oye of harvest when J ehova.h 
counts up Hie people will be aha.red by 
all such sowers I 

All oommunioa.tions will be gla.dly 
acknowledged by pastor S. Banks, 
Southwood-road, New Eltha.m; or by 
brother A. Smith, 166, High-street, 
Eltham, Kent. 

"Withhold not good •.. when it is 
in the power of thine- hand to do it. 
Sa.y not • . . to-morrow I will give, 
when thou hast it by thee." 

K. S.D. 

MARYLEBONE (SHOULDHAlll· 
STREET).-Special services to commemo
rate the twenty-third anniversary of 
the Church were held on Ma.y 11th a.nd 
13th. On Lord's-day our pa.stor preached 
morning and · evening with spiritual 
blessing. On the following 'l'ueeda.y 
afternoon Mr. Juli, of Cambridge, 
prea.ched. It was a real Gospel treat. 
After tea the public meeting wa.e held, 
presided over by our pastor. Brother 
Hutchinson sought the Divine blessing. 
Our secretary ga.ve a brief report of the 
Lord's dealings during the past yea.r, 
which wa.e encoura.ging. The following 
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ministerial brethren then gave us Gospel 
addressee :-W, Chisnall, F. C. Holden 
E. Mitchell, R. Mutimer, E. White, and 
W. H. Hose; these being interspersed 
with some suitable words from the 
ohairman, It ·proved to be a very en
couraging time. We bless our covenant 
God for all past favours and look to 
Him for yet a greater outpouring of Hie 
blessing. Collections were good,-E. L. 

NEW CRO.SS (ZION).-The pastor's 
seventh anniversary was celebrated on 
April 29th. In the afternoon pastor J, 
R. Debnam (Nunhead) occupied the 
pulpit. . Tea and a public meeting 
followed, presidecl over by J, -Piggott, 
Esq., L.C.C. Prayer was -offered by 
pastor Thomae Henso», Pastor T.homae 
Jones expressed the pleasure felt by 
them all a_t th.e p,resence of the chairma.n, 
and briefly stated that fourteen had 
been ba.ptized during the past yea.r, and 
six ;l'eceived by .letter or ieetimony, 
makmg a tota.l of 114 during the seven 
years. Several mem,bere had inade an 
excha.nge of worlds and were now 
among the Church triumphant in glory. 
Of course there had been seasons of 
depression and diacouragemPnt, but 
God had wonderfully and blessedly 
sustained them, kept them by Hie grace, 
and cemented them together by His 
love. The chairman, taking for hie text 
Matt.- xxviii, 20, ·• ·reaching them to 
observe all thin~s whatsoever I have 
·commanded you,' said sometimes it was 
difficult to understand what people 
meant, but God inspired Hie servants so 
to write that there could be no mieta.ke 
as to Hie meaning. 'fhie - applies to 
ordina.ry members of the Church, but 
more particularly to those who are 
called to preach in Hie Name. It is be
coming unfashionable to preach Christ 
in many chapels and Churches to-day ; 
but the faithful preacher to-day must 
follow in the footsteps of the Apostle 
Paul; whose message was '' Christ, and 
Him crucified." Ono of the greatest 
evils of to-day is to try and keep Christ 
from the sinner and the sinner from 
Christ. Pastor A. J. Voysey (Lewisham) 
thought we were living in sad, solemn, 
and serious times. One of the laws o~ 
the land was that no Jesuit should 
reside in it, but one of our judges had 
that very aay declared such law was 
now obsolete, and a tacit permission 
given for them to overrun our colintry. 
'l'hen crowds were waiting outside the 
music hall and the theatre to ente:r 
when the doors are open, and compara
tively few were found in the-house of 
God. His motto would be Isa, xii. 10, 
'' Fear thou not, for I am with thee : be 
not dismayed, for I am thy God." Its 
purport is to silence fear and encourage 
faith. Pastor E. White (Woolwich) 
spoke from 2 'l'im. iv. 17, "Notwith
standing, the Lord stood with me and 

strengthened me." The minister needs 
the presence of the M~ster in the study 
as well as in. the pulpit. With the 
burden of the Lord a.nd or souls pressing 
heavily upon him, a true minister of 
Jesus Christ will feel continua.Uy the 
necessity of the Lord's preaenee with 
him and in him, to sustain and help 
him in hie work, especially '' that the 
preaching might be fully known," in 
the experience of the people who hear 
it, in their hearts and in their live~. 
Pastor J. R. Debna.m (Nunhead) offered, 
as his contritmtion to the evemng's en
joyment, the Pealmist'd pra.yer, ·· Peace 
be within thy walls" (Pea, cxxii. 7), 
and gave a succinct account of the 
work of the ministry as carried on in 
Suffolk, where he had been labouring 
many years. Pastor W. H. Rose (Wool
wich) gave expression to the feelings 
of hie heart in connection with the 
Goepel ministry, its trials and its 
triumphs; and pa.stor Jones thanked 
chairman and meeting for their presence 
and support. The collection (mcluding 
cost of trays provided by the ladies anu 
profit on the tea) amounted to 18 
guineas, which were handed to the 
pastor. 

LEE (DACBE•PARK). - Jubilee ser
vices were held on Sunday, Monday and 
,Tuesday, May 11, 12 and 13. On Sonday 
morning, at 7 a.m., a prayer-meeting 
was held, at which there were seventeen 
present, presided over by brother Wilson. 
At 10 a.m. another prayer-me~ting was 
held, at which brother Hollett presided. 
.The Master's presence was much en
joyed at both the meetings, and the 
prayers were answered in a most marked 
way. At 11 o'clock our pastor was 
much helped in proclaiming the glorious 
Gospel ot Chriet. In the afternoon a 
children's service was held, when we 
were pleased to see our dear brother 
Mote occupying the chair. Savoury 
addressee were given by brethren 
Stanley Martin and F. W. Foreman. 
On Sonday evening pastor R. E. Sear~ 
conducted the service. God's Spirit 
was felt both by the speaker a.na the 
-audience, which was very large. On 
Monday night a meeting was held for 
prayer and praise, under the chairman
ship of J. T. Sears, Esq., J.P.; and 
earnest addresses were delivered by 
brethren E. W. Flegg, Samuel Bank~ 
and our pastor. Prayers were offered 
by several friends. 1'uesday was a day 
of days-a day long to be remembered. 
At the morning service President R. 
Mutimer presided, and addresses _were 
given by pastors .E. Marsh, J. Jarvis, R. 
.E. Sears, W. A. Dale and C. Guy. 
Luncheon was provided at 1.15 p.m., 
and at 2.30 another public meeting wa8 
held, under the chairmanshi~ of W. 
Vinson, Esq., J.P.; and much Joy was 
felt while listening- to brethren Rose, 
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White, Dr. Udher, Wilmshurst and 
Cattell. Tea was provided in the 
•ohoolroom, which was quite full. The 
l~st of the meetings was held at 6.15 
p_.m., C.>unoillor G. 8. Warmington pre
s1dmg, and addresses were given by 
Messr~. A. J. Voysey, E. de Russett, H. 
1'. Chilvers, Lomax .Makenzie, J. W. 
Davies, I. Levinsohu, our pastor and 
James Mote. Brother Foreman read a 
brief history of the Church from its 
formation, but our dear brother Sears 
was unavoidably absent 11,ll day Tuesday, 
which was a great disappointment to 
triends, especially so a• they had a 
pre~entation to make to him in the 
10rm of a book, oalled '' The Races of 
Mankind,'' pre•ented to him 11,s 11, small 
token of their love and appreciation of 
work in connection with these services. 
Our pastor, in a few well chosen words, 
asked Mre. Sears to convey it to him, 
The attendance at the meetings was 
most encouraging, the chapel being 
well-nigh filled 011 Sunday and 'fueaday 
evenings. Special hymns. were sung 
and several anthems were rendered by 
the cb.oir. l'he collections amounted 
to about £15. The chapel has been 
thoroughly renovated and tlistefµJly re
decor&ted inside and out at a cost of 
about £45, the whole of the money 
having been subscribed before the work 
was completed. 'fhe luncheon and tea 
were splendid, thanks to the ladies. 
May G.:,d grant us our heart's desire, so 
that ere long we may see the place 
filled with precious souls and God's 
Holy Spirit. Helpers will receive a 
nearty and most cordial welcome in 
this part of the Master's vineyard.
E. W.T. 

WELLINGBOROUGH.-The Sunday
school anniversary services were held 
in the Tabernacle on Whit S11nday and 
Monday, .May 18th and 19th. 'fhese 
d .. ys are al ways looked forward to with 
pleasure by teachers and scholard, nor 
were we di sap pointed this year also, for 
the services were most hearty. '!'hey 
commenced on Lord's-day with a prayer
meeting at 7 o'clock, which was much 
enjoye<l : a spirit of prayer was felt, 
and tram that meeting we were assured 
of the success of the anniversary. Our 
beloved friend and brother, pastor E. 
Mardh (previously the,pastor of Taber
nacle), occupied the pulpit morning 
and evening. In the afternoon the 
children listened attentively to an 
interesting address; subject;-" Blind 
.Bartimeus." The hymns were very 
heartily sung by the children, the one 
compo•ed by our esteemed organist, Mr. 
W. Risely ( words and tune), seeming to 
t.e a great favourite, which, at the 
request of pastor E. Marsh, was a.gain 
oung at the close of the service. In the 
evening the chapel was well filled, the 
minds of the whole congregation seemed 

to be taken with the subject as the 
preacher told out of a full heart the 
glorious conquests of Christ, and the 
praises due to Him, the olosinR" hymn 
"Look, ye saints, the sight is glorious,'1 
being very appropriate. The services 
were continued on .Monday, when pastor 
E. Mitchell (of London) preaohed two 
sermons to large congregations. In the 
afternoon from the words of the Apostle 
Peter, 1st epistle, chap. i., verses 3 and 4. 
The evening sermon was preached from 
the words found in Ephes. ii. 4, 6, Both 
services were seasons of much power 
and blessing, and will long be remem
bered by thoee present. We were greatly 
cheered by seeing friends from so many 
neighbouring Causes. Tea was provided 
in the interval, to which about 150 sat 
down. Pastor F. G. Borgese read the 
secretary's report, which showed a 
balance in hand of £2 10~. 2d. ; number 
of scholars, 234 ; number of teacher~, 
25, including our loved superintendent, 
Mr. J. U. Haoksley. 'l'he collections 
amounted to the goodly sum of £19 10d, 
And again we ea.y, Alleluia. 

81'. NEOTS. - ANNIVEBSABY SEB· 
VICES, - Sunday-sohool anniversary 
services were held at the Strict Baptist 
Chapel :on Lord'~•day, April 27, when 
Mr. R. E. Sears oondu1)ted the services, 
and preached to very large oongrega
tione. ln the afternoon Mr. Sears 
specially addressed the children, who 
took great interest in hid discourse. 
The collections at each service were in 
a.id of the Sunday-school fund. 'fhe 
children, assisted by the choir, rendered 
special hymns in a. very creditable 
manner, which showed that great pains 
had been ta.ken by Mr. Barn&rd, the 
superintendent, in their training. Un 
Tuesday afternoon a poblio tea was held 
and was well patronised, and in the 
evening a meeting was held under the 
presidency of Mr. J. Hazelton, pastor, 
which was fairly well attended. Mr. 
Hazelton, in the course of his opening 
remarks,said that no one could estimate 
the value of Sunday-schools, and he 
very much regretted that that meeting 
clashed with another meeting being 
held in the town to oppose the E<1ucation 
Bill which the Government were tr) ing 
to pass in Parliament. He trusted that 
God woold see fit to overthrow the 
intentions of some of those in authority, 
who were trying to get this Bill througb. 
Mr. Cook read the report, which was 
very satisfactory and showed that there 
were 115 children on the books and 14 
teachers. 'l'he library contained 900 
books. The financial statement showed 
the receipts of the Runday-sohool Fund 
as ,£21 Os. 6d., and expenditure 
£19 17s, Id., which left balance in 
hand of £1 as. 4d. The library aoooont 
showed receipts ,£2 18d, 6½d, and ex
penditu~e £1 9a. 4d,, leaving a balance 
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in hnnd of £1 9.!, 2i1, The report was 
considered very satisfactory. Mr. 
·rhrossell, of Ramsey, then gave 11 
Atirrin!f address on "Prayer;" and Mr, 
J. T. Peters, of Whittlesey, and Mr. J, 
Morton, of Gransden, also gave ad• 
dresses.-L11oal Paper. 

THAME.-On Sunday, April 13th the 
anniversary services in connection with 
the Sunday-school were held. Oar 
pastor, W. Chambers, preached two 
soul-stirring sermons: that in the 
morning from Pda. xc. 16, and in the 
evening from Acts ii. 17. Special 
hymns and anthems were sung. The 
congregations were very good and col
lections generous. We trust that we 
are upon the eve of blessing, for this 
we long and tor this we pray and 
labour.-C. W. 

CRICKET HILL, YATELEY (ZoAR). 
-'fhe annual Apring meeting was held 
on Easter Monday, March Slot, when 
two sermons were preached by Mr. R. 
E. Seare, of Clapham. Our brother too!' 
his text in the afternoon from Rom. v1. 
7 -11. We were led, first, to meditate 
on the doctrinal teaching concerning 
Christ; and secondly, the experimental 
teaching respecting the believer. In 
the evening the text was from J oho xx. 
part of verse 25, "We have seen the 
Lord." This was also set forth under 
two headings: -(1) The witi.esses ; (2) 
Their testimony. We could bear wit
ness that we had seen the Lord many 
times by precious· faith, in the past, and 
could believe that we should see Him 
often till that time when we should see 
Him face to face. Between the services 
about seventy-five sat down to tea, and 
we thank those kind friends who 
favoured us with their presence at our 
happy gathering, proving the poet true, 
when he says, "Bleat be the tie that 
binds" &c. How many times have we 
to thank our Heavenly Father for bring• 
ing us together at such meeting to join 
with God's living people to recall and 
repeat the lovingkindness of our 
covenant-keeping God. Often we have 
been encouraged to press forward and 
upward, looking unto Jesus, who is the 
" Author and Finisher of our faith." At 
the close o[ the day we felt we were a 
day's march nearer home. '' Now un:to 
Him who is able" &o., be all the praise 
for ever and ever. Amen.-H, J. PARKER. 

GLEMSFORD (PROVIDENCE),-The 
forty-third anniversary of the Sabbath 
Sohool was held on Lord's-day, May 
11th Three eervioes were oonduoted 
by p~stor S. H. Haddock. Special hymns 
were sung by teachers and soho~ars, 
trained by Mr. A, Fenn. Congreg11t1ons 
good, espeoially in the evening1 several 
triends coming from" Ebenezer 'to he~p 
us. We are glad to report progress 10 

the number of scholara and teacbers. 
On the following Monday the scholars 
had their annual treat in the Meadow, 
kindly lent by Mr. W. S. Goodchild. 
Teachers and friends partook of tea in 
the chapel after the scholars. Children 
and fnends then united in various 
games at the close of which II short 
addre,s was given by pastor 0. H. 
Cadmore, expressing thankfulness to 
God for the suitable weather given, to 
Mr. Goodchild for his kindness, and to 
teachers and friends who bad willingly 
helped in the pleasures ot the day. The 
children returned to the chapel to par
take of refreshments, and the pastor 
closed with prayer.-W. S. 

RE.JOICING AT PORTSMOUTH. 
ON Saturday the 19th of April, the 
members of the Church and congrega
tion at '"Rehoboth " were kindly enter
tained to t':la by the three new members 
recently baptized and added to the 
Church. 

After tea an informal meeting was 
held, presided over by Mr. C. A. Prichard 
(deacon). The chairman gave a short 
Gospel address on "Love," from Col. i. 
4, 8, and chap. ii. 2. 

Mr. Belton. of Brighton, spoke from 
Pda. xci. 1. Hymn, "Thy Church, oh 
Lord, that's planted here," having been 
sung, brother C. W. Spratt gave a short 
address. 

Brother Barnett gave us some gocd 
ad vice, basing his remarks on the words, 
"Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the 
Lord." 

Brother E. H. Parry spoke on the 
words, "Thanks be unto God for His 
unspeakable gift." 

Brother Joo. S. Jordan gave II short 
address from the words, '' The desire of 
the righteous shall be granted," making 
reference to our desire as II Oh urch, 
having been granted an increase. 

A few kind words of thanks from 
brother F. Short to those who assembled 
to partake of their hospitality, and also 
thanks from the recipients to tho8e 
who had bountifully fed us, and the 
singing of the Doxology brought II very 
pleasant evening to II olose. 

A LITTLE ONE. 

MAIDSTONE (PROVIDENCE, MOTE· 
ROAD).-The eighty-second anniversary 
was held on Wednesd11y,M11y 14th, wl:en 
Mr, R. Mutimer, of Brentford,delivered 
two good discourses : in the afternoon 
from Song of Solomon viii. 5, and in the 
evening from John xi. 43, H. He gave 
us some tangible proof of the pow~r of 
our Lord when on earth in raising the 
dead to life. The Lord grac10usl y 
helped our brother to speak to the profit 
of his hearers. The Lord's name be 
praised. The attendance was goou, 
having several friends from uther 
Churches. Colleotions good. About 
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sixty partook or tea, being admirably 
managed by our lady friends, We closed 
the enjoyable day with "All hail the 
power of J-esus' name.-E. W. 

Sl'ONEEIOUSE, GLOS.-Servioes in 
connection with the first anniversary of 
the formation of the Church, together 
wi.th the settlement or pastor T. R. 
Lewis, late of Bros.dhaven, were held on 
Sunday, May 4th, when pastor Cornelius 
Griffiths, of Cardiff, preached to large 
congrega.tione. His morning messa.ge 
wa.s ba.sed on the words in Phil. iii. 10, 
a.nd in the evening, John i. 14. At the 
close of the la.tter service the ordina.nce 
of the Lord's Supper wa.s observed, the 
six who followed our Lord in ba.ptidm 
on the preceding Sa.bba.th being among 
the number who sa.t down a.t the ta.ble. 
On the following 'fhursda.y, Ma.y 8th, 
the services were continued when pa.stor 
Geo. J a.rman, of Bristol, prea.ched a 
most impressive sermon in the after
noon from the words in Lev. xi. 45. A 
tea. followed a.t 6 o'clock. At 7 a public 
meeting wa.s held, presided over by our 
e~teemed brother, Alderma.n Richard 
Oory, J.P., of Ca.rdiff. A hymn ha.ving 
been sung, brother W. Underwood, ot 
Nupend, led us in pra.yer. The chair.:. 
m:i.n read Psa. xix. a.nd said he rejoiced 
tha.t the Lord had put it intJ the bee.rt 
of brother Niblett to start a. New Testa
ment Church a.t Stonehouse,a.nd wished 
the Church a.nd pa.stor every possible 
ble~sing. Pastor G. Ja.rma.n ga.ve a 
stimula.ting address on '' The na.ture of 
the Christia.n Church." Brother W. T. 
S iblett rea.d letters regretting ina.biiity 
to be present from brethren G. H. 
Carliole a.nd S. Iles, of Bristol; also 
letters from the Church a.t Broadha.ven, 
and from several pastors, including 
Princip:i.l Edwards, of the South We.lee 
Ba.ptist College, congra.tula.ting the 
Church a.nd pa.•tor upon the union thns 
formed~ he then ga.ve the reasons why 
the Church ga.ve Mr. Lewis a. call to the 
pa.stora.te, a.nd concluded by giving him 
on beha.lt of the Church the right ha.nd 
of fellowship. Brother Cory now offered 
a. beautiful pra:i-er in which he a.eked 
for the Divine blessing to rest upon the 
new pastor a.nd hie people. Pastore C. 
Griffiths a.nd· G. Harris, of Cardiff; T. 
Davies, of Bristol; J. Eva.ns, of Ea.et
combe, a.leo spoke expressing eympa.thy 
with the young Church, a.nd the high 
esteem in which they held the pastor. 
The tree.surer, brother J. F. Silvy, 
wished to state tha.t the Church owed a. 
great debt ot gratitude to brother 
.Niblett for hie hbera.lity a.nd untiring 
efforts on beha.lf of the Ca.use ; he also 
wished to identify himself with the 
warm welcome given to the pa.stor. The 
la.tter in reeponcting, ea.id he believed it 
wa.e the Lord's will tha.t the new Church 
ahould be established a.t Stonehouse, and 
that he should be its first pa.stor; hence 

the rea.~o~ ~hy h~ acoepted the solemn 
respons1b1hty. He · purposed working 
on purely New Testament lines, and 
being more convinced than ever tha.t the 
grea.t need or the world was" Christ and 
Him crucified," that would be the 
supreme theme of his ministry. After 
the usual vote ol thanks the Doxology 
wa.s heartily e11ng1 and the · chairman 
pronounced the Benediction·. Thus a 
very happy meeting wa.s brought to a 
olose. 

HORNSEY RISE (ELTHORNE·ROAD). 
-Encouraging services to commemorate 
the thirty-fifth anniversary of opening 
this chapel were held as follows: -On 
Lord's-day morning, May 11th, our 
pastor, Mr. H. D. Sa.ndell preached from 
Gen. xxviii. 15; Mr. W. Sinden in the 
afternoon from Psa.. lxxii. 6,.a.nd Mr. S. 
T. Belcher in the evening from John iii. 
3 and 5. On the following Tuesday, Mr. 
E. Marsh preached in the afternoon 
from Psa. mi. 16, and a.fter a socia.l tea. 
a public meeting was held, presided 
over by Mr. G. Savage, who read I Peter 
y. in his usual impressive ma.nner; 
pra.yer wa.s offered by our brother 
Oooper, and Mr. Ma.rsh in a. short speech 
ba.sed on Psa.. xc. 16, empha.sized the 
certainty of God answering pra.yer. Mr. 
E. Jseecher spoke encouragingly from 
Phil. ii. 9, and mentioned that not only 
God's ministers are to prea.ch, but that 
all a.re to let their light shine, &c. Mr. 
C. Hewitt took the word, "Holdfa.st" 
for his motto, and ea.rnestly enforced 
the exhortation from several texts of 
Scripture, and · applied it to our in
dividua.l experience. Mr. La.ngford 
followed a.t length from the words, 
"Gather My saints together unto Me," 
a.nd noted that God in His Word never 
calls His people sinners, but sa.ints. Our 
pastor briefly reported progress dnring 
the past yea.r ( being the first of his 
pa.stora.te), and eta.tect tha.t · peace was 
enjoyed a.lthough numbers were not 
large. Votes of thanks to chairman, 
ministers, la.dies, and helping friends, 
brought a. profitable meeting to a. close. 
We therefore tha.nk God a.nd take 
courage. C.illections fairly good.-H. G. 

BRAINTREE (SALEM).-On Whit
Sunday and Monda.y was held the thirty
eighth anniversary of the above place 
ot worship. On Lord's-da.y our esteemed 
brother, pa.stor Polley, of Ha.letea.d, 
prea.ched two sound Gospeleermons. On 
the following_ Monday, pastor J. R. 
Debna.m, of Nunhea.d, preached a.fter
noon a.nd evening. ln the a.fternoon 
from Ezek. xxxiv. 26; in the evening 
from Isa.. xl. 1. 2. Our brother's visit to 
us a.a an old friend of the little Ca.use 
wa.e much a.pprecia.ted, especially for 
preaching in the evening,a.sit had been 
advertised that a. public meeting would 
be held. The inclement wea.ther kept 
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many friends from -paying us a visit ; 
thus our numbers were less than usµal. 
May the blessings he more, is the pray-
ful desire of-INTERESTED. . 

ILFORO (OLEVELAND·ROAD).-Ser
vices were held in connection with our 
third Sunday-school anniversary, on 
Sunday, April 20th, Mr. Othen vreach
Jng morning and evening. Afternoon 
s_peoial service, Mr. Othen in the chair. 
On Wednesday, the 23rd, a special ser
vice was held in the evening, the children 
having been previously· entertained to 
tea. Mr. Othen again occupied the chair, 
being supported by hie son, ~r. Jae. 
Othen, Mr. W .. G. Faunoh, and the 
Superintendent. A branch or the South 
:Indian Strict Baptist !\fission has been 
established; and the school has nea.dy 
aoubled in numbers during the past 
,twelve months ... The appeal for fy.nds 
was liberally: responded to.-G. S. 
FAUNCH •. 

BOW (MOUNT. ZION).-The .thirty
third anniversary of the formation of 
the Church was held Lord's-day, April 
20th, and Tuesday, 22nd. .Brother G. W. 
.Faunch presided, read and expounded 
.Rom. x. Brother R. Burbridge engaged 
in prayer. Addresses were given by 
brethren G. Smith, F. C. Holdl'n and C. 
Corn well. The pastor · in his clocing 
_speech ·said only £110 remained on the 
debt, whioh we hope to soon clear off.-
W. H. LEE. . 

IPSWICH (BETHEBDA).-Mr.J. Bush 
preached at our seventy-third anniver
sary of the Cause on Lord's-day, April 
27t.n, and came fully prepared w exalt 
his Master, which he di4 in a manner 
that enhanced the pleasure ot all. We 
·have none left that helped to form the 
Church seventy-three years ago, but the 
God that formed it has kept it together 
till now, and although many have been 
called home, othen have been con
-strained to come in, so that we have 
still a people desirous that Hie name 
shall be praised, and the ea.me glorious 
truth proclaimed as in the day& uf yore. 
May all our Churches be kept faithful 
to the trust reposed in them,' that the 
w.ork of the Lord be not hindered. 

the beloved pastor of which takes a 
lively interest in this good work. In a 
deeply interesting report for the past 
year (to· be obtained gratis of the 
seoreta;ry as above), we notice the 
work carried on comprises Bible
cla.ssee_,, Sewing-classes, Choir gather
ings, ll'lothers' meetings, Lectures ana 
Entertain~erite_,,L~t~er writi_ng to mem
bers and Sick v 1s1tmg, while there (s 
aleo a summer excursion, and a home of 
rest. Monthly 'feas, Clothing Clubs, 
Salee, Saving Bank and Loan Library 
are also included. A careful reading of 
this report is calculated to stir the 
reader's heart to make an effort to m
crease the number of such Institutes, or 
at least to btrengthen those already in
stituted. In closing the review the 
la bourere bay :-
" For this we band together, and i oin our 

fervent prayer, 
That Christ the gracious Teacher wonld 

bless our earnest care ; 
Oh may the Spirit guide ::is His holy 

words to trace, . 
And while we try to teach them, may He 

bestow His grace ; 
Though hard may be our labour, though 

toiling may be long, 
And tears bedew the sowing, we'll bind 

the sheaves with song.'' 
On May 2nd, the 18th annual meeting 
was held in the drawing-room of Mr. 
Nunn'e house, 58, Myadelton-sqaare, 
E.C. Tea and coffee were served at 5.30, 
·and the meeting commenced at 6.30, 
presided over by W. P. Granville, E,q. 
'l'he Rev. W. Joynes, of New Southgat.,, 
.read Pea. cxxiii., and besought th" 
Divine blessing. '!'he secretary read an 
-abstract of t.lle report and Mr. J ohu 
Hodges in the absence of Mr. Samuel 
Sharp (treasurer), read the cash etate
ment. The chauman expressing the 
regret all ielt at the unavoidable 
absence of Mr. Sharp through ill-health 
spoke very suitably, and sympathetically 
concerning the Institute and its work. 
A. H. Cresar, Esq., moved that the report 
be adopted and circulated, together with 
the cash statement, with gratitude to 
God for His favour to t.ne Institute 
during the past year. This wae secondea 
by the Rev. W. Joyne~, advising prayer 
on all occasions and for all ne·eds. 'rne 
choir sang several sacred pieces. Pastor 
F. Fells moved a vote of thanks to all 
the voluntary workers who have so ably 
and cheerfully assisted during the past 
year. Mr, David Smith seconded the 

HOWARD INSTITU'fE (PENTON· same. The chairman then asked Miss 
VILLE).-The object of this Institute is Pearce (lady superintendent) to address 
to enable young wome.q engaged in the meeting, and she gave them further 
factories and workrooms during the day particulars of her vieitings among the 
to spend pleasant and profitable even- mothers and girls. Mr. Abbott moved 
inge together, and to bring them under a vote of thanks to the chairman, ana 
Christian influence. The lion. Secretary Mr. and Mrs. Nunn; this was seconded 
is Miss E. P. Mote," Thornhill," King's- by Mr. Johnstone. Alttlr a few words 
road, Bournemouth, and the resid.,nt from Mr. Nunn and the chairman, the 
lady superintendent is Miss Pearce. Doxology and Ben.,diction closed a most 
Nearly all the Committee we notice are enjoyable and profitable meeting,
oonneoted with Chadwell-street chapel, I WELL•WISHE_B. 
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WALTER BLACKMAN, 
the senior deacon of the Chm·ch worship
ping at Lynton-road. Bermondsey. Born ID 
Hampshire or parents in humble circum
stances, he at the age of three years sus
t-ained the loss of hi• father : his mother, a 
godly womt1n, being left with a huge 
family. When a young man he determ1Ded 
to cume to London, a step which caused his 
mother no little anxiety; but her prayers 
followed him, and t-he step proved a right 
one. Some years after, and whilst h_is chil
dren were very young, he determ!ned to 
take his family to r<ew Zealano.: but 
although the arrangements were all but 
completed, the passage being bespoken, the 
design was frus1 rated, and be re1:11a1ned 1n 
England. Bis children, when quite you!lg, 
attended the Sunday-school counecte<!, with 
St. Paul's Church, Bermondsey, and 1t was 
mainlv through this that be became ac• 
quainied with the late Mr. R. A. Lawrenc_e, 
who was at the time one of the leaders rn 
that school, but who for bis adherence to 
the truth of God was forced to leave. On 
leaving, Mr. Lawrence became a teacher 1n 
the school at Ebenezer, West-street, Ber
ruondsey New-road, now Lynton-road 
School, and our brother's, eldest ~oy asked 
and obtained bis fathers perm1ss10n to 
leave St. Pa.ul's Church, and to go with Mr. 
Lawrence to Ebenezer. This_ circums~ce, 
small in itself, proved a hnk rn the chalD of 
the Lord's gracious dealings. At this time 
he was a stranger to the things of God. but 
the hour drew on for him to be ea.lied by 
grace. This took place in the early part of 
1867. Out ol curiosity he went to see a bap
tizing service. The pastor (th~ late Mr. J. L, 
Meeres) saiJ be hoped that 1f anyone bad 
come to ridicule. they might be solemnly 
impressed. Be left the chapel, deeply con
Yinced of sin and full ol sorrow. For ~wo 
years he was under deep distress of mind. 
Be now became a regular attendant at 
Ebenezer, wh,re Mr. Lawrence had becom,e 
pastor and the Lord blessed Mr. Lawrence s 
minist0ry to bis soul, especially a sermon 
from the text •· Look not upon me because I 
am black," etc. (Sol. Song i. 6).,.0n ~)• death
bed be referred to ,his time. Ah. he said, 

latter he said, "Crown Him-crown Him
crown Him.'" The end came suddenly and 
he fdl usleep early on the morning of tho 
18th April-a sinner saved by soverei~n 
irrace. His mortal remains were laid to rest 
m Nunheo.d Cemetery on the following 
Wf'dnesdo.y, by Mr. O. S. Dolbey, in the pre
sence ol his children, grandchildren, and a 
large number of friends. Bis family uave 
lost a dear father and grandfather, the 
Church at Lynton-road a faithful servant, 
and the Sunday-school a warm advocate. 
At the age of 74 he remembered with thank
fulness the hymns and portions of Scripture 
he had been taught when a little boy in a 
Snnday-school. "Let me die the death of 
the Righteous, and let my last end be like 
his." 

EMILY PATTRICK. 

·' I well remember the time when I saw Him 
on the cross, and my burden rolled awa)'.: 
and He opened the door and took me ID. 
He snbsequently joined the Church, _and 
was chosen a dearnn in 1878, a pos,t1on 
which he retained until hi• _death. He 
experienced much bodily a1lhct10n, but was 
al ways at chapel if it was possible for him 
to attend. During his last_ 11laes, he was 
greatly favoured to rest _himself upon the 
Lord. At times be was qmte overcome w1_th 
a sense of the Lords mercy to him. Be said, 
"Oh that He should have bad mercy upo!" 
such a sinner as_ me I" and desired that 1f 
anything were said about him when 1)-,e was 
gone that it should be httle, adding, For I 
am a' great sinner; but tell them t? e~tol a 
precions Christ, to speak well of Him._ Th~ 
lines. ·· Come, Lord Jesns, 0 come quickly, 
were often repeated, for he longed to be 
gone, to be with Chnst. On Easter Sund_ay 
he asked bis family-who had been hastily 
summoned, expecting 1:1-is en9"-to,, 1,1ng, 
"Jesus. my kind and grac10us Friend. O_n 
another occasion he_ asked. one of h 18 
daughters-in-law to s1Dg to him the h1;,mn, 
"Bow sweet the name of Jesus sounds I To 
his children and grandchildren he •P?ke 
many words of affectionate exhortat10n, I 
and pointed them to Christ. To one of the 

The subject of this brief memoir was 
called home on April 21st, 1902, after intense 
suffering. In her removal the Uhurch at 
Gurney-road, Stratford, has lost a sister be
loved by all for her love to the truth, though 
her fellowship with us was of short dura
tion. In her early days she was fond of the 
world and carnal pleasures above many, 
The relation of her experience before the 
Church will never be forgotten. She .was 
but young when, sitting in her box in the 
theatre. the thought darted into her mind, 
~- What if that massive. chandelier should 
fall on me, what would become of my soul 
that would be ushered into the presence of 
my Maker?" And on another occasion. 
when driving down a steep hill, the thought 
came, "If the horses fell, what would be
come of me?" These thoughts, however, 
passed away, and it was not until the Lord 
took her only child that the work of grace 
became manifest. This child was under the 
care of a godly nurse. One day he had a 
la.II, and on his mother taking him into her 
arms, he said, '' Mother, I shall die and be 
an angel." The child was taken from .the 
evil to come. and the mother led to J esns 
feet by her loss. In deep soul-trouble for a 
long time she attended the ministry of Mr. 
Ashdown, at Great Alie-street, and often 
spoke of the sacred seasons spent there, 
t~ough unable to realise her interest in 
Obrist. Removed in the providence of God 
10 Leytonstone, for nearly seven yeaFs she 
was nnable to attend a place of worship, by 
reason of the heavy affliction of her hus
band. On the death of her husband she 
came to Gurney-road. Here the Lord 
brought her soul into happy liberty, and 
she was baptized on Lord's-day, April 28th, 
1901. Within twelve months she was called 
to the Chnrch above, and on the first anni
versary of her joining the Church on earth 
her funeral sermon was preached. Short 
was her stay, but sacred her fellowship in 
the faith; and we have lost a true helper in 
the cause. In her terrible •ulferrngs (cancer) 
all that love could do was done for her by her 
beloved brother and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Church, and from their home she was called 
to her rest above. We laid the mortal re
mains to rest on April 26th in Bow Cem,
tery. Her memory is bless, d Her works 
follow. We could write much, but spnce 
forbids.-E. M. 

THE IMPOTENCY OF DEATH. 
"DEATH cannot separate or cut in.twain the 
stream of life which fiows into the soulfrom 
our Fountain Bead. 

"The life which we live in the flesh is 
the life of Obrist: it is eternal liCe."
Canon Freemantle. 

"Because I Ii ve ye shall Ii ve also. 
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BY E. MITCHELL. 

"Continuing instant in prayer."-Rom. xii. 12. 

IN former papers• we have con11idered the two preceding- Gospel 
precepts contained in Rom. xii. 12 :-" RPjoicing in hope," and, 

" Patient in tribulation; " we now come to the third member of this 
trinity-" Continuing instant in prayer." Having touched upon the 
connection of these precepts in our last paper, we proceed at once to 
consider this one relating to prayer. We have brought before us 

AN IMPORTANT EXERCISE. 

It is not easy to overrate the importance of prayer in the spiritual 
life, seeing that the spiritua] life cannot exist without it. "A prayer
less soul is a Christless sou]." He who does not pray is dead in 
trespasses and sins. We may estimate the importance of any subject by 
the space it occupies, and the frequency, or otherwise, in which it recurs 
in the Holy Scriptures. Just as in the providence of God, those things 
which are most required by His creatures are found in the lllrgest bulk, 
and most widely distributed on the earth; so those things which are of 
the most importance to our spiritual life will be found in the largest 
proportions, and occurring most frequently in the Divine Word. Men 
may and, alas, do occupy themselves with trifles, but God in His Word 
gives us that which w:e need and that tends to our spiritual well being. 
Judged by this rule how important a matter is prayer, for we find it in 
some forin or other pervading the whole of the sacred oracles. Prayer 
is important as an evidence; an exercise ; and a means of grace. 

Let us view it as an evidence of spiritual life. As one of our poets 
has written :-

" Prayer is the breath of God in man, 
Returning whence it came." 

Man, originally made in the image of God, carries the stamp of his 
nobility in his erect form, by means of which he can naturally and 
easily look upward to the heavens, while the beasts have their eyes 
naturally downwards. But sin has embruted man, and turned his gaze 
earthwards. "They that are after the flesh do mind the things of the 
flesh." The natural man's aims and desires are earthwards. Bunyan 
graphically describes this condition. When Christiana and her company 
were in the Interpreter's house, they were taken into a room, "where 
was a man that could look no way but downwards, with a muckrake -in 
Ina hands." So men naturally are engrossed with earthly things, 
absorbed in worldliness, and cannot so much as send a glance upwards. 
But when it pleases God to impart spiritual life, when a spark of the 
Divine fire is implanted in the soul, the eyes instinctively turn upwards, and 
the desires ascend to God in a cry for mercy. " Behold, he prayeth," said 
our Lord Jesus Christ concerning Saul of Tarsus. It was the sure 

* May and June issues. 

VoL. LVIII. JuLY, 1902. 0 
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evidence that the life of God had been implanted in his soul. Just as 
the new-born babe evidences that it is alive by its cry, so does the new
born soul manifest its life by crying to God. The cry may be feeble, 
and the words few, or even none, but life is evidenced, for:-

" Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear ; 

The upward _glancing of an eye, 
When none but God is near." 

Life in the soul ascends to God in earnest desires, as the sparks fly 
upward. Prayer is the natural instinct of the new life imrlanted in the 
soul by the Holy Spirit. It is the law of the spark to ascend, and it is 
the law of the new spiritual life to seek God. 

But prayer may be taken as an evidence of the condition of our 
spir,:tual life. As there are many degrees of vigour in natural life, from 
the robust health and strength of an athlete, in condition to accomplish 
the most difficult physical feat, down to the feeble condition of the sick 
man on the border of the grave; so also there are various degrees of 
fpiritual health and vigour, and the range is as wide in the spiritual life 
us it is in the physical. Prayer is one of the best tests of spiritual 
health and vigour. It has been called" the spiritual-thermometer,'' by 
which our warmth or otherwise may be ascertained. Some have called 
prayer "the spiritual pulse," which indicates the condition of the heart-. 
It is a mercy to be alive, but a greater mercy to be lively, strong, 
active, and vigorous. Let 1IS each test our condition by the test of 
prayer. If feeble in_ our desires after God we cannot be in a healthy 
state. If prayer is vigorous, and our desires and cries constantly 
ascending to the mercy throne, we are in health, though it may be we 
are fiercely assaulted, and experience but little joy. 

Let us consider prayer as an important spiritual exercise. Much 
benefit is derived from prayer as an act or exercise, over and above the 
blessings -that we receive in answer to our petitions. It is God's own 
appointment, and greatly benefits His people. Prayer brings us into 
another and a pnrer atmosphere than that of the world by which we are 
surrounded. J t is to us spiritually what a change from the germ-laden 
and deleted atmosphere of our densely populated towns, to the pure air 
of some mountain district, is to us physically. The air on the mountain 
tops of communion is pure, bracing, and invigorating to the spirit. 
Those who pass much time in these regions manifest it in the clear 
brightness of their eyes, the firmness of their tread, and the vigour of 
their service. Spiritual invalids are seldom found on· these breezy 
heights. Earthly things are held with a loose hand in the,e regions, 
while heavenly realities are firmly gripped, as their true value becomes 
better apprehended. 

Prayer, too, as an exercise, oftlimes relieves our distresses. Son-ow 
kept within the bosom surges and S\11'ells, but opening the sluices in 
prayer relieves the pressure, and eases the soul. The very telling of 
our sorrows to our God ofte:i brings no inconsiderable measure of relief. 
Hannah poured out her sorrow before God, and "she went away, and 
her countenance wa'l no more sad •. , Grief pent up within om· own 
breast, dries up the very moisture of our bones, but pouring it out 
before our sympatbising Lord often gives wondrous ease. To vary the 
figure-gnawing grief and sorrow are like a gathering abscess, the pain 
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of which becomes well-nigh intolerable; but prayer is like the sur"'eon's 
lancet which lets out the matter which causes the agony, and affirds a 
grateful relief. Wh1tt child of so1Tow is there who in distres~ and pain 
has not proved the relief that the ve1·y act of telling all to God has pro
duced? If we might not pray; if we might not pour out our hearts 
before Hirn, then indeed our distress would be past bearing at times; but 
prayer brings a goodly measure of relief, even as an exercise, to our 
troubled spirits. 

Prayer also, ai· an exercise, stren_qthens our graces. The muscle3 
unexercised shrink and become flabby; the limbs unused lose their 
power. Every faculty requires exercise to keep it healthy and vigorou~. 
The maQ that neglects to properly exercise his body will inevitably 
suffer for his indolence. So our faith, hope, and love require to be ex
ercised to keep them healLhy and to strengthen them. '!'his reqnisite 
exercise is largely obtained in prayer. What breathings we get here ! 
What wrestlings with our adversary over the promises! How faith and 
hope are exercised in waiting upon and for our God ! It is in prayer 
also that love finds vent, and is graciously stimulated and increased. 
A man cannot be strong in faith, buoyant in hope, or fervid in love 
except he is much engaged in prayer. 

Prayer is a prime means of grace. As Hart sings
" Prayer was appointed to convey 

The blessings God designs to give." 

God freely bestows all blessinga upon His people, but His usual method 
is to give in answer to prayer. He makes them s~nsible of their ne~d 
of the blessing; leads their minds to the promises which refer to tbe 
blessings they require; prompts them to pray for them, and best01n 
them in answer to their prayers. "Thus saith the Lord God : I will 
yet for this be enquired of by the House of Israel, to do it for them." 
It is not that our prayers incline God either to do what He did not 
intend to do, or to give what He did not imend to give. Rather we 
are prompted to pray for those blessings He purposes to bestow upon us. 

Prayer holds the key to Heaven's treasury. Thus runs the Saviour's 
words; ·• Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, aud ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; 
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened." And in Phil. iv. 6, we read: " Be careful for nothing; but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your r£
quests be made known unt'J God." An abundant provision, suited to 
our every need, has been storad up for us in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
by prayer we may draw all that we require from that great storehouse. 
Are we complaining of our poverty ? let us ply the throne of grac~. "Ye 
ham not, because ye ask not; ye ask, and receive not, because ye aek 
amiss." Our God is bountiful, not niggardly. The provision is ma~e; 
the way of access is open; let us pray. 

" And wilt thou still in silence lie, 
When Christ stands waiting for thy pra.y'r ? 

My soul, thou hast a. Friend on high, 
Arise, an,d try thine interest there," 

"Open thy mouth wide,'' says God, "and I will fill ·it." We cannot 
con:.e too often to the throne of grnce, nor ask too much wheu we come. 
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'' Prayer holds the key to heaven's treasury." The promises are as so 
many cheques for prayer to cash. 

This Divine order of things is eminently wise and gracious. We 
have already mentioned some of its advantages. We may just add that 
it keeps the believer in his proper position-humbly depending on his 
God. No better position than this can be imagined. Ever sensible of 
our own indigence and dependence, but with an inexhaustible supply in 
God to draw from in prayer. This order also glorifies God. We learn 
to know .Him increasingly as the Hearer of prayer; are brought con
tinually into spiritual contact with Him at " the throne of grace," and 
He becomes endeared to us through the blessing He bestows in answer 
to our prayers. How great a privilege is prayer I Rtrange that we 
should need to bestirred up to the use of it more constantly. Yet where 
is the child of G~d that does not feel his need of these Gospel precepts 
to quicken him in prayer? Our space is filled. We must therefore 
leave the consideration of the gracious direction of our text for another 
occasion. In the m~antime, may" the spirit of grace and of supplica
tions" be richly poured out upon all the people of God·. 

( To be ct>ntinueti). 

iipositorJJ §aptrs on tht ~pistl~ to the Jommus. 
BY (THE LATE) G. w. SHEPHERD. 

No. 19.-CHAPTER VIIl.-1-5. 

U-XCE more before we proceed. further it will be well to report 
progress, for nothing is more important in this epistle than to 

keep constantly in view the unbroken continuity of the reasoning. The 
position to wnich we have advanced may be summarised as follows :-
The doctrine of justification through the blood and righteoosness of Christ, 
received and enjoyed by faith, is stated, explained, and defended in the 
first five chapters. In the sixth, the objection, that this doctrine gives 
libe1 ty to sin, is met and abolished by the argument, th!l.t a believer in 
Christ for justification is dead to s:n, and cannot continue to live therein. 
The seventh chapter explains that "dead to sin" means delivered from 
its rdigning power, although we are not yet delivered from its indwelling. 
This subject is not qufr.e finished ; but is continued through the first 
thirteen verses of the eighth chapter. 

In proceeding to consider this portion, it will be well to observe, that 
here, as in many other parts of the Apostle's writings, he pauses, reviews 
the progress already made, and gathering together the threads of the 
discourse, brings us back to the main point under discuesion. This main 
point is justification, that-of sanctification is collateral, proceeding from 
the same source, and running side by side with it, but yet distinguished 
from it, and therefoze its consideration involved a digression. We are 
now ~bout returning to the original theme ; but as a river flowing 
onward in its course is increased in volume and in force by its tribu
taries, until it is at length lost in the ocean ; so the great doctrine on 
wLicL the Apostle qiscourses, iB strengthened and amplified by the 
concurrent truthj! to which he adverts in passing, until he presently 
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brings us to the unfathomable ocean of electing love and prede3tinating 
grace. 

" There is, therefore, now no condemnation tu them that are in 
Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ .Jesus hath 
made me free from the l!l.w of sin and death. For what the law could 
not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sendiog His own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh : 
that the righteousnesR of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit." We are brought back to the 
principal subject by the soul-refre-hiog statement that, "There is, there
fore, no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." Our Version 
adds, "who walk not after the flesb, but after the Spirit," but as these 
words are wanting in the best MSS., we postpone their consideration 
until we reach the fourth verse, where their genuineness is undisputed. 

Freedom from condemnation is the doctrine here asserted. The 
word " therefore " is intended to remind us of the facts already enlarged 
upon, and the word "now "-perhaps the most suggestive in the passage 
-directs us to a truth we are in danger of overlooking-viz., that the 
consolation and happiness of being forgiven, justified, accepted in Christ, 
are the present possession -of every true believer. It is not only a fact 
that he will not be condemned at last, in the judgment of the great day, 
but it is so already. And this appears the more forcible when taken into 
consideration with the previous chapter. Just before the Apostle 
confessed himself the subject of a law in his members bringing him into 
captivity, and compelling him to exclaim, "0 wretched man that I 
am I " a state of things in which every believer recognizes the counter
part of himself. But notwithstanding all this, there is " NOW " no 
condemnation. 

The ground of this emancipation is reiterated in the next vt:rse : 
" For the law of the Spirit of life," &c; The meaning of this verse has 
been much disputed. By many it has been thought, that " the law of 
the Spirit of life" means the new man, and the law of sin and death the 
old man. But this interpretation has two fatal objections. First, it is 
contrary to fact. For we are not yet made free from the law of sin and 
death within us, the Apostle himself being witness. I find, then, a law 
that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. Secondly, it is con
trary. to the argument ; for it is not becans~ we are the subjects of grace 
that " there is no condemnation," but rather vice versa, because we are 
the redeemed of the Lord, we are made subjects of grace. Sanctification 
has nothing meritorious in it ; it does not justify, and was never designed 
for that purpose. It seems best to understand the life in Christ Jesus 
as the life of federal union to His Person, and the Spirit of it as the 
realization of the fact by the Holy Spirit's operation. This is what 
really justifies, and through which there is no condemnation. _.\.nd when 
the Apostle says, it has made me free from the law of sin and death, it 
would be well to read it-made me free from the law against which I 
have sinned, and which condemns rue to death in consequence. The law 
itself-or, as we have before described it-the covenant of works, is in 
itself holy, just, and good, and WI\S ordained to life originally, but is 
found to be unto death, because "we are carnal, sold nuder sin." 

This interpretation will best harmonize with the following verse : 
" For what the law could not do," &c. What was it that. the law could 
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not do because of the weakness of the flesh ? Could it not retain its 
character, enforce its claims, inflict its penalties? Neither of these 
answers is suggested. The true solution is, that it could not obtain satis
facti.on. A man may legally owe a thousand pounds ; but if he does not 
posslll!s one penny, the law cannot make him pay it. It may punish him 
for not pitying, as our Jaws formerly imp1·isoned debtors for life ; but 
that imprisonment never paid the debt. Similarly the damnation of a 
sinner nernr satisfies the law of God : there is nothing in damnation 
that takes the place of obedience. Iu proverbial language, we cannot 
take a garment off a naked man: so what the law could not do, was to 
obtain satisfaction for its claims, in consequence of the weakness-or 
default-of the flesh. 

The Gospel reveals and describes the only remedy for this. God 
"sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful· flesh." The suitability of 
the Person introduced demands attention. He was not " sinful flesh," 
for then He would have been in the same condemnation ; but He was in 
the " likeness " of it, or else He could not have acted as a substitute. 
The law could only be satisfied with obedience rendered in the same 
nat□re as that iu which it was required, and could ouly punish sin in the 
same nature as that in which it was committed. Hence the necessity of 
our Saviour's perfect manhood. 

Again, the law could only recognize a substitute who had no personal 
liability, as we could not accept a man as security for another who owed 
us all he possessed himself ; nor could it be satisfied with one obedience, 
and one penalty in lieu of a countless number, unless the person were of 
such peculiar worth as to balance the a~count : hence the importance of 
the Saviour's Godhead. But Christ was and is " His own Son ; " and 
yet appeared in the likeness of sinful flesh ; so meeting all requirements. 

Now it is said that by this arrangement God " condemned 1,in in the 
flesh." The word "condemned" is the same as that otherwise trans
lated "damned," and the meaning is, that · sin received all the 
damnation it deserved in the flesh of Christ. That ETERNAL 
DAMNATION was exhausted in the sufferinga of this ETERNAL PERSON ; 
and this is what the law could never have obtained [from us]. No!
not if it had sent us alJ to hell to all eternity ! ! ! " Sing, 0 heavens, 
for the Lord hath done it ! " 

The great result of this is, that the righteousness of the law is 
fulfilled in us; thz.t is to say, that all the law's demands in regard to all 
the members of Chrii,t's body, for all time and for all eternity, are fully 
and honourably discharged. Th□s we perceive how it is that" There iB 
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus "-not on account of 
sanctification, or anything done, felt, or experienced in them, or by 
them ! but solely through what Christ has done and suffered for them. 

But notwithstanding this distinction between justification and sanctifi
cation thei-r close relation is now once more insisted upon. The words, 
"Who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit," indicating by what 
evidence our interest in the saivation described is made known, both to 
our;relves and to others. To others the only reliable testimony must be 
practical. " By their fruits ye shall know them ; " and not walking 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit, must mean-or at least include the 
sense of-not yielding our members as instruments of unr ighteousnees, 
but rather unto holiness. To ourselves the evidence must be internal or 
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experimental ; and not walking after the flesh must also include not 
seeking to be justified by the deeds of the law, which is a fleshly method 
adopted by tho3e that are still married to the law as a husband. Thus, 
in the fourth chapter, Abraham is said not to have anythina to alory of 
in the flesh or by works, verses 1 and 2. In Gal. iii. 3 we0 read, " Are 
ye so foolish ? having begun in the Spirit are ye now made perfect by the 
flesh ? " That the word " flesh " means the works of the law is most 
certain from the whole connection. Again, in Phil. iii. 3 : "We 
worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jpsus, and have no 
confidence in the flesh." The word "flesh" here evidently means our 
own works. This sense of tbe passage agrees with chap. v. 1. " Being 
justified by faith, we have peace wiLh God." The traaquility and joy 
of being free from condemnation are only realized by those who, 
abandoning the legal bondage of a fleshly religion, walk after, or 
according to the Spirit in following His teaching, by believing in and 
trusting to Christ alone for salvation. 

" For they that are aftet· the flesh do mind the things of the flesh ; 
but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit." Further light 
is thrown upon this expression by the fifth verse. As it is a fact tbat 
justification and sanctification are connected, that faith in Christ and an 
imitation of Christ go together, so also it is true that those who trust 
in their own works live also under the dominion of sin. "Walking 
after the flesh" in principle, is inseparable from minding the things of 
the flesh in _practice. Take the frequenters of music-halls, theatres, race
courses, and other places of carnal amusement : take, in fact, the 
ungodly world generally, nearly ninety-nine per cent. of them hold free
will notions. It is almost invariably those that walk after the Spirit in 
faith and doctrine, that mind the things of the Spirit in life and 
conduct. And in the exceptions we have allowed, it is the head and not 
the heart, t,he bare creed, and not the inward experience that is at fault. 

JESUS TEMPTED IN THE WILDERNESS.-No. Ill. 
BY THOMAS HENSON. 

IT has been well said, "The temptation wears the aspect of a sublime 
preliminary conflict, after which the mighty Victor goes forth with 

irresistible power to achieve His final supremacy." "Then the devil 
taketh Him up into the Holy City, and setteth Him on a pinnacle of the 
temple, and saith unto Him, If Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself 
down : for it is written, He shall give His angels charge concerning 
Thee, and in their hands they shall bear Thee up, lest at any time Thon 
dash Thy foot against a stone." What was the sharp point of this second 
temptation ? Like the first one, it begins with that treacherous " I;:'' 
The words would carry His mind back to the river, to the opened heavens, 
to the descent upon Him of the Holy Spirit, and to the voice of assur
ance, " This is My beloved Son, in w_hom I am well pleased.'' ~his 
temptation appeals, not to the exhaust10n and weakness of long fastmg, 
but to the ecstacy of soul springing from the preceding glory. Snch soul
ecstacy in the o-iddy heio-ht of the pinnacle, beholding th" attraction of 
the busy crowds below: would aggravate the power of the temptation. 
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That" .lf" is double-edged ; while it may be intended to suggest doubt, it 
may also be provocatiw of an overweening presumption, if peradventure, 
such may be found in Him. If on either of these horns Jesus could be 
impaled, it mattered not to the tempter which of them. Presumption is 
one of the cardinal sins to which men are prone. To be confident is good; 
but to be safe, that confidence must be bumble, trustful, and obedient to 
the directions connected with the promises, and faithful to God. Con
fidence in self is a bending reed; confidence in God is a pillar of 
adamant; unwatchfnl confidence has brought down many a giant; con
fidence in God, obedient to His Word, makes the weak saint strong in 
his LORD. No man, not e,en Jesus, may presume on the circumstames 
of his birth, for birth gives no privilege of sinning. As Bishop Hall 
says," There is not a more tried shaft in all the devil's quiver than this: 
a persuasion to men to bear themselves too bold upon the favour of God." 
As the tempter tempted Jesus to presumption, because of His Sonship, 
so he tempts the elect to sin that grace may abound. 

Matthew and Luke do not set the three temptations in the same 
order. Matthew places the pinnacle scene as the second. Luke puts it 
as the third. Matthew's arrangement appears to me to be the correct 
one. Some think that these temptations, as recorded by Matthew, are 
refen·ed to in 1 John ii. 16, " The lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." 
Certainly self, pride, and ambition are three forms in which temptations 
come to most men. But the mission of Jesus, and His avowed trust in 
God, required character more than miracles, certainly more than sensa
tional miracles, such as that He was tempted to perform. Self, pride, or 
ambition in Him would have eternally ruined redemption. It is manifest 
in the four Gospels that His character was perfect, lowly, gentle, 
beneficent, and very far removed from ostentatious display. It has been 
said that Luke's order of these temptations shows that the devil will 
follow men into the deepest solitude, into the sublimest scenes of nature, 
and e,en into the House of God. Of that there is no doubt. Who has 
not felt it? 

When Satan goes to ruin a sou~ he can approach it with a text in his 
mouth ; he can quote Scripture, but not honestly ; he is 1,1ever to ~e 
trusted with the Bible. Deception is his principle of quotat10n. It_ 1s 
said that" half a truth is a whole lie." Satan approached Jesus with 
half a truth, leaving out the other half with intent to deceive ~im, i~ 
possible. Every Scripture has its own connection ; the connect10n of 
the promise here is," In all thy ways," this the enemy concealed. Hence 
Bunyan's description of the devil as" Mr. Clip-promise." To take the 
promise, and evade its connection is presumption. It is useless to offer 
a good lock for security if you keep back the key. The key to the 
promise q noted- to Jesus from Psalm xci. is in the words, "To keep T~ee 
in all Thy ways." God's ways are the ways of a godly man. The p~om1se 
is given to the godly, to whom the path of duty and obedience 1s the 
path of safety; rashness, vanity, ambition for worldly applause, u?necess~ry 
risks presumptuously undertaken are not the ways of godlrness with 
which angels are charged. Jesus would not commence His wor~ by a 
vulgar sensation. Sensationalism in these days is unrestful; hk~ ~he 
l10rseleech, it is never satisfied. Sensational methods and entertammg 
amusements are not Gospel plans; they bring a curse rather than a bless-
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ing to the Churches which use them. Gospel Churches are not purveyors 
of amusements. 

Satan is not to be trusted in the pulpit, nor in the Bible-class, nor in 
the critic's chair. He uses the word deceitfully. Those who from college 
chairs are seeking to undermiae the Bible, to rationalise the miraculous, 
and to naturalise the supernatural, are doing the devil's work, and doing 
it in the same spirit. Bnt Christ's kingdom will remain; "The gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it." The angler concealij his hook, and the 
devil, angling for souls, baits his book with perverted or corrupted texts. 
It is shameful that the pure-tried Word of the LORD should be so treated ; 
but, as Matthew Henry says," 'fhe Psalm is never the worse for its being 
quoted and abused by the devil in tempting Christ." 

"Cast Thyself down, for it is written, He shall give His angels charge 
concerning Thee." "It is written." ·Is this a play upon Christ's own 
use ~f those words ? As if the enemy would say-as someone has 
suggested, " If the promises will do for food, they surely will also do for 
wings." Those who put on the armour of God, must put on" the whole" 
armour, if they wish to stand against the wiles of the devil the saints 
must not be ignorant of his devices. By-path Meadow is a way cast up 
by the enemy of the soul, and it leads by an almost imperceptible diver
gence from the law of the LORD, from the way of life to "Doubting 
Castle," and to the den of "Giant Despair." The history of Satanic 
subtlety in tempting Jesus has a special significance for all His people. 

Did Satan think of Christ's possible power over nature in miraculous 
working, and hope to find a vein of vanity in Him, which might be 
betrayed into precipitant action ? That is a form of temptation which 
often comes to men-not on account of miraculous power, but because 
of powerful intellects and brilliant gifts. Is it not John Bunyan who 
tells us that the devil met him at the pulpit door, and told him he had 
preached a wonderful sermon ? Perhaps many preachers to-day could 
bear a similar testimony. Did the devil insinuate any thought of fea.r 
or cowardice as holding J esns back from the act of daring to which be 
had challenged Him ? Did he insinuate that to throw Himself from 
that giddy height would impress the crowd below with an overwhelming 
seose of admiration, anrl mark Him at once as tbe King of the Jews ? 
Christ's confidence in the favour and support of His Father would at 
once assure Him as to the courage needful for His mission, and preservP. 
Hirn from presumptuously risking death, or vainly parading Himself 
before the seekers of signs and wonders. He was concerned with the 
approval of God, not with the momentary applause of men. 

Jesus held no parley with the enemy. He sharply rebntted this 
temptation with Scripture. '.' Again, it is written, Thon shalt not tempt 
the L_ORD thy GoD." It was true God gave the angels charge concerning 
Him, bµt He would not-in a peradventure-throw Himself into the 
arms·of angels contrary to His Father's law: He knew that the angels 
would tarry around Him in His J<'ather'.s ways. Is the believer tempted 
to evil, presnming on his relation to God in the election of grace ? Christ 
has left the sword of victory behind Him for every saint to use. That 
sword. is still bright, pointed, and sharp. Many victories have been won 
by it, an!l it never can fail in the hands of faith. Be~iever, the angel of 
the LORD has thee in charge. It may be one angel, it may be a host of 
angels, have thee in charge. The world knows thee not, but thou art 

p 
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well-known in two spirit worlds. The angels of hell know thee-they 
are thy tempters : the angels of God know thee -they have thee in 
charge undet· the behest of the Almighty. Why should saints, with such 
a glorious guard, tempt the Lord by presumptuous sins ? 

The reply of Jesus is taken from Dent. vi. 16, and the whole passage 
is full of light, "Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted 
Him in Massah ; ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the 
LORD your God, and His testimonies, and His statutes, which He hath 
commanded thee." There is another Scripture which, doubtless Jesus 
knew, though the devil did not remind Him of it. "If thou be the Son 
of God." God has one law for son and stranger ; and it is written, 
"The soul that doeth ought presumptuously, whether he be born in the 
land, or a stran.r1rr, the same reproacheth the LORD ; and that soul shall 
be cut off from among His people. Because he hath despised the word of 
the LORD, and bath broken His commandment" (Num. xv. 30, 31). In 
that portion, presumption, the sin to which Jesus was tempted, is 
emphatically condemned. In the New Testament that sin appears as 
wilfulness. 

The sin of presumption, tempting the LORD, is not distrust : it is 
false trust ; anil there is scarcely a path in Christian life where the 
temptation to false trust does not lurk for the unwary. "Keep back Thy 
ser,ant also from presumptuous sins ; let them not have dominion over 
me" (Psa. xix. 13). The profit or the pleasure of presumptuous sin is 
but for a season ; the glory of victory over it is eternal. Christ won the 
,ictory. 

"Thou shalt not tempt the LORD thy God." Jesus does not attempt 
to drive the devil away by these words; He takes them to Himself; to 
Him they are the law of His God. The devil does not heed the Word 
of God, but that Word was strength, guide, and guard to Jesus Himself. 
The enemy will tempt the saint as he tempted Jesus ; but the saint, look
ing unto Jesus for example, must not tempt God-he is to resist the 
devil. I remember a good deacon, speaking of some who were hastening 
after riches, and in danger of falling into the snare of presumption and 
false trust, he said, " If a man wilfully puts his head into the devil's 
mouth, he has no right to pray God to keep him from biting it off." In 
the first trial Jesus trusted in His J<'ather for the support of bread ; in 
the second He prefers fidelity. and patient waiting on His Father's will, 
to attempting to win a position among men by an act of presumption. 
To be tempted is not sin ; yielding to temptation is sin. " In that 
Christ Himself bath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour them 
that are tempted' (IIeb. ii. 18). 

DEATH is the friend of grace, and the enemy of nature.-Dotld. 

WATCHFULNESS.-" A believer's watchfulness is somewhat like that 
of a soldier on guard. A sentinel, posted on the walls, when he dis
covers a hostile party advancing, does not attempt to make head against 
them himself; but informs his commanding officer of the enemy's 
approach, and leaves him to take the proper measures to repel the foe. 
So the child of God does not attempt to fight temptation in his own 
strength ; his watchfulness lies in observing its approach and in telling 
God of it by prayer."-Tozer, 1769. 
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

Feathered Folk. Nu. 7.-Dodo.~ and Dovell, 

THE Dodo family of pigeoni has long since reased to exist; and, "As 
extinct as the dddo," has passed into a familiar saying. It is believed 

to have had its range restricted to the south of the island of Mauritius. 
It is said to have been n. little larger than a turkey ; and though it could 
not fly was ab!e to move quickly along the ground. In 1644, the Dutch 
colonized Mauritius, and these large birds, inc.1pable of flight, and 
good for food, were soon diminished, and subsequently exterminated by 
the colonists. The dogs, cats, and pigs, which would accompany man, 
would greatly hasten the work of destruction, especially by feeding upon 
the eggs and young birds ; so that in less than fifty years the entire 
family was swept away. 

In 1712 the Dutch left the island, and the French took possession 
of it, and not one of these later inhabitants has ever seen one of these 
birds, or has known anything whatever about them. At a public dinner 
at Mauritius, in 1816, several persons were present, ranging from 70 
to 90 years of age, and not one of them had any acquaintance with 
the Dodo, either by " recollection or tradition." 

Another pigeon nearly related to the extinct Dodo is found in the 
Samoan Islands. The "Tooth-billed" pigeon, which used to live and 
make its nest upon the ground, and was fast diminishing in numbers 
through the cats preying upon its young, and the rat~ destroying its 
eggs, but being a very intelligent bird, and learning by experience that 
the ground was dangerous, it is said that this creature changed its 
tactics, and took to building, roosting, and nesting upon the high trees ; 
thus obtaining much greiter security from its many foes. 

May we not learn from this that if we wonld be safe from the snares 
that beset us on every hand, we, too, must "dwell on high," and find 
protection in the way God Himself has appointed; and if we are divinely 
taught we shall "learn by experience ; " and feeling how unable we are 
to defend ourselves, we shall look to the Strong for strength, and shall 
not look in vain ; for they who "dwell in the stcret place of the Mo;t 
High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty," and no beast of 
prey, or enemy of any kind, can harm us while we thus in Him abide. 

Doves (to which order the birds already mentioned belonged, or still 
belong) resemble the game birds, including our well-known hens and 
chickens, in some respects, but not in others ; as the liWe game chicks 
are clothed in down and active as soon as hatched, while the young doYes 
are unfeathered and helple,s on emerging from the eg!?, and remain 
dependent for some little time. The true pigeons display some 4 o_o 
varieties, but they have been divided into four distinct grou~s, "Fruit 
pigeons," true doves, "crowned pigeon~," and "bronze wings. ' 

The Fruit pigeons belong to the tropical regions, and are green 
plumaged birds ; and of them a naturalist writes, "The Green pigeons 
are a well marked division, and can be recognised at a glance. They 
are of tolerably stout and massive form, and of a dull leaf green colour, 
more or less varied with ashy and marone above, with yellow on the 
wings, and orange or buff beneath. The ey811 of most of them are very 
beautiful, being blue with a red outer circle. When hunting for fruit, 
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they are continually gliding about the branches like squirrels; and from 
their strong feet they can bang over to seize the fruit, and recover their 
po~ition at onoe by the strong ·muscles of their legs. When perfectly 
qmet they are very difficult to observe from the similarity of their tints 
to those of leaves." They make a loose nest of twigs, and lay two white 
eggs. A few are found in Africa and Madagascar, but the majority in 
India and Malayana, not extending to Australia ; one species occurs in 
Japan, although they apJ:ear to be rare in China. 'l'hey all afford 
excellent eating, but the skin is tough and thick. 

The " Imperial '' pigeons are very large, and often very richly 
coloured. They are able to swallow ,ery large fruit. 

In the division of the "true doves" are found the English Wood 
Pigeon, Rtock Dove, and Rock Doves ; from the last of which our 
domestic pigeons have been derived. 

The "Passenger" pigeons of America seem to travel where food is 
most abundant, without much consideration of temperature, as large 
flocks of them have been known to move northward in March, when the 
thermometer was 20 degrees below freezing point. In the spring, 1872, 
they were t11.ken in large numbers in the forests of Albany, and sent tn 
the N" ew York and Boston markets. They can fly for a long time and 
very quickly, their speed having been estimated as a mile a minute. 
Their sight appears to be remarkably keen, as they will fly right ove1· 
barren tracts of land high in the air so as to obtain en extended view of 
the country, and on finding more fruitful land they will come down 
much lower to discover the best places to settle upon, ne,er alighting 
till they reach the spots where food can be obtained. Travellers have 
found it impossible to count the flocks of pigeons that have passed them 
on a long journey ; and the manner of their flight has been described as 
exceedingly beautiful, and the flapping of their wings reverberating like 
distant thunder. They clear all before them when they settle down upon 
a fertile spot, and then ascend the trees to rest and digest what they 
have eaten ; and it is then such large numbers of them are killed. · 

The " Bronze Wing " of Australia is a stout bird weighing quite a 
pound when in goo:i condition, and i~ is eaten by all classes of the 
people. It has great flying powers, and can take a considerable journey 
in a very short· time ; thus it can exist in very dry and hot places if 
only it can find water within reach of a good evening flight. It is 
chiefly in seasons of drought that it can be easily caught when thus 
descending to drink at some little rock pool of old rain water ; at other 
times it is difficult to capture or kill. 

The " Crowned " pigeons of New Guinea are large birds with a 
beautiful creot of featherd on their head ; they traverse the woods in 
small companies searching for fruit, after the style of pheasants. 

"Carrier" pigeons, as we know, exhibit remarkable knowledge and 
memory of places, which has made them very useful to man at times; as 
for instance, during the siege of Paris, in 1871, when "messages photo
graphed down to microscopic i;ize" were attached to the necks of some 
of these birds, and carried by them to and fro. The;;e " carriers " fly 
at the rate of from 30 to 50 miles an hour, and some have been known 
to perform a journey .of hundreds of mileP. 

We remember how Noah s.ent forth a dove from the Ark to ascertain 
the stale of the earth ou.tside, and how it returned to him the second 
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time with an olive leaf in its month, but the third time its non-arrival 
was even more reJssuring than its former return, 11s it shewed that the 
deluged wo1·ld was becoming habitable once more. 

Doves are often spoken of in S..:ripture, and appear to have alway8 
abounded in Palestine. In Isa. lr. dovecotes with their latticed 
openings are referred to as the "windows" to which the birds flew in 
flocks like" a cloud." Eleven or twelve varieties were known there, some 
of which remained all the year round, and others, like the turtle dove,. 
migrated for the winter, and returned in the spring; its dark eyes with 
red rings around them were very beautiful. See Cant. i. 15, and iii. 
11, 12. The beautiful promise of Psa. lx:viii. 13, which speaks of 
doves' wings covered with silver, and feathers of gold, refers to the 
appearance of a wild dove in the bright sunlight, when the metallic hues 
of its plumage flash forth ,vith lovely brilliance, and form a fittin!I' 
emblem of the sweet assurance that " He will beautify the meek with 
salvation." A dove or a pigeon was to be the maternal "sin offering," 
in connection with a lamb for a" burnt offering," unless the offerer 
was poor, and then two turtles or young pigeons sufficed; and these wer.i 
the thank-offering and sacrifice which Mary presented when she brought 
Jesus, her firstborn infant, into the Temple, an additional proof, if any 
were needed, of .the poverty of the earthly surroundings of His birth, 
who still waR the Lord's Anointed, and who shall ever reign the " blessed 
and only Potentate, King of kings, and Lord of lords." 

We know, too, that at His baptism the Holy Spirit descended like a 
dove, and abode upon the Saviour, and that He exhorted His disciples 
to be harmless as doves. 

· Thus the pretty gentle pigeon may remind us whenever we see it of 
many sweet and blessed truths of God's Holy Word ; 0 that the Divine 
and heavenly Dove, the •· Spirit of glory and of God," might rest upon 
and dwell within our hearts (for if anyone has not the Spirit of Christ 
he is none of His), and that if we are blessed with His presence and 
love we may have grace to heed the ·1oving command, " Grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption." 
Amen. 

THE WAY AND THE END. 
BY PASTOR .\.. E. REALFF. 

"And He said, Go thy way, Daniel : for the words are closed up and sea.led 
ill the time of the end."-Da.n. xii. 9. 

DANIEL has been called "one of the perfect Scripture characters," 
because nothing is recorded against him in the Word of God. It 

does not necessarily follow that he was entirely without fault. To say 
that would certainly be too much, for in such a case he must have been 
more than human. But he seems to have had no conspicuous failing, 
such as the Holy Ghost would deem needful to be recorded " for our 
learning." "The Holy Scriptures" are very faithful records? fo~ they 
give the weaknesses follies and sins, as well as the excellencies m the 
people of God. Adam and Eve, created in perfect i1~.nocence, fell fr?m 
their state of bliss through believill:g the lie of Satan, mst~~c of _trust1n~ 
to the wisdom and goodnes3 of then· Creator; Abraham, the father ot 
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the f~ithful " and " the friend of God," once at least mistrusted his Lord 
and told a lie; Job, the most patient man, gave way to impatience ; 
D .. Yid, "the man aftE-r God's own heart" and "the sweet Psalmist of 
Israel," fell into ecandalous crime; Solomon, the wisest of men, was 
betrayed into sin and folly; Jeremiah cursed the day of his birth; Jonah 
ran away from his duty ; the bold Elijah, who slew all the prophets of 
Baal, became afraid of one woman, and desired God to take away his 
life; and, to mention i;o more, Peter, the ardent and the bold, feared to 
oonfess Christ, and so denied Him even with oaths and curses. Well, 
BUI ely, will it be for us, in view of these things, to cry, each one for 
himself or herself, and that daily and hourly, "Hold Thou me up, and 
I shall be safe ; " for he only is well kept whom God keeps. There
fore-

" Beware of Peter's words, nor confidently say, 
I never will deny my Lord,' but' Grant I never may.' 

Man's wisdom is to seek his strength in God a.lone, . 
And e'en an angel would be weak who trusted in his own." 

0 that the life-record of each of us might resemble that of Daniel, for 
everything we read of him is creditable and honourable. And that it 
may be so, we are called on the present occasion to consider the " way" 
of this man of God. 

We may notice in the first place that Daniel's "way" was the way 
of every saint. There are some things common to all t1e family of 
God, in which every chosen and redeemed one shares, and in which 
every member of the family resemble3 every other member. There are 
circumstances, and dispositions, and traits of character whereby we differ 
from each other ; but there are certain experiences in which all believers 
share and share alike. They were all chosen of God before the founda
tion of the world, and redeemed alike with the same precious blood. 
Then, as to individual experience, they are all called by grace, quickened 
by the Spirit, born from above, " created in Christ Je~us unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." 
This is a" way" of mercy, pardon and" peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." It is a "way" of holy fellowship and Divine 
communion, of devotion. to God, and separation from the world. How 
conspicuously do we behold all this in Daniel, even when quite a young 
man (vide chap. i.). See how. he lives unto God, serving Him in the 
daily duties of bis life ; and later oo, when be is called to be first of 
the" three presidents,. (chap. vi. 2), and to do "the king's business" 
(chap. viii. 27). 

Yes, Daniel's "way" was a way of obedient service, and to this _all 
believero are called, for theirs is a high and" holy calling." Such a hfe, 
though it certainly is not altogether without faults and failures, is pl~a
sing unto God, and is not without its rewards even now. Daniel's entue 
consecration unto God brings him to honour among men, and leads to 
promotion in the court of his sovereign. " The steps of a_ good m~n a1_e 
ordered by the Lord [rnarg., established] : and He dehghteth m his 
way" (Psa. :xxxvii. 23). "The Jaw of his God is in his heart : none of 
hil!i steps shall slide" (ver. 31). But concerning the wicked it is said 
that " their foot shall slide in due time" ( Dent. x:xxii. 35) ; for "the 
way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble" 
(Prov. iv. 19). 
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Secondly, Daniel's "way" was a way of self-sacrifice and cross
bear_ing. And this also is, at least in some degree, the way of all the 
famlly of God. It was so in Old Testament times, and in the days of 
Christ and His disciples; it has been so, more or less, in all ages, is so 
still, and will be to the eod of time. Daniel denies himself the " daily 
provision of tl:e king's meat, and of the wine which he drank" (chap. i. 
5 ), and thereby is liable to the monarch's grave displeasure ; but he is 
actuated by conscientious scruples, and casts himself upon the provi
dence of God. Then, when all the wise men in Babylon, including 
himself, are threatened with slaughter, he has recourse to God by 
prayer with his brethren (chap. ii. 17, 18). The secret is revealed to 
Daniel, and he goes boldly before the king to tell him the forgotten 
dream, and its interpretation also. After this, he dares to read and 
apply the mystic handwriting on the wall, and so to pronounce the doom 
of .Belshazzar. Then we r~d how his fellow-presidents and princes, 
moved by jealousy, conspi)jl!d against him, and persuaded the king to 
sign a royal decree against prayer ; but, although the terrible den of 
lions awaits him, he continues to pray three times a day as heretofore. 
The visions also, which are subsequently gh·en to him, cause him to 
faint and be sick certain days, so that for a time he is quite unfit for 
business (chap. viii. 27); and again he says, "There remained no 
strength in me ; for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, 
and I retained no strength" (chap. x. 8). And all the saints, from that 
day to the present, have proved the truth of Christ's words, " Whosoever 
doth not bear his cross, and come afLer Me, cannot be My disciple " 
(Luke xiv. 27). Depend upon it, dear reader, this is the "way," and 
there is no other, for "we must through much tribulation enter the 
kingdom." 

Notice next, that Daniel's "way" was the way of the prophet
viz., he was to go his way and write in a book what had been revealed 
to him, that he might meditate upon these things for his own soul's 
good, and leave the record for the benefit of the Church in all subse
quent ages. When the Lord said to him," Go thy way, Daniel, for the 
words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end," it was as if He 
had said, "Be content with what has been shewn thee, and do not too 
curiously enquire into what is designed to be secret for the present." 
Even prophets must not know everything. Surely it is a wonderful 
blessing that so much is revealed unto us, which otherwise we could not 
possibly know. Let us therefore rest assured that all is revealed that 
is needful and good for us to know now. We have our favoured seasons 
of communion, but afterwards we have to go down from the mount and 
transact our business in the family and in the world. If we saw and 
knew all that was to be seen and known, it would be altogether too much 
for us, and we should be totally unfitted for our present duties. rhere
fore much is wisely and kindly withheld, and it is folly to presume 
further by prying into things which God has purposely and for our 
present good concealed, with regard, for instance, to the state after 
death, until the resurrection : the abode and employments of departed 
spirits, whether they see and know what concerns us in this world. We 
are not called to be '· Spiritualists," but to be spiritually minded, which 
is altogethe1· a different thing. May the Lord grant us t~e spirit of the 
royal Psalmist: "Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mrne eyes lofty: 
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neither do I exercise myself in great mat~el's, or in things too high for 
me. Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child tha~ is 
weaned of his mother" (Psa. cxxxi.). There are many things "too 
Ligh" for us, as for David, and we cannot attain unto them; nor is it 
required of us; therefore we had best leave such matters, and say with 
Abraham, " Shall not the Judge of all the e 1rth do right r " God's 
et:R.rnity, His sovereign dec1-ees, the election of His people, the reproba
tion of others, and many more mysterious things, both in Providence 
and in the Holy Book we had better leave as we find them, because-

" God is His own interpreter, 
And He will m11oke it plain." 

l\fany things are to be believed which are not to be explained or under
stood. And Daniel, though "a man greatly beloved," must be content 
to be ign rant or uncertain about such things. The greatest and wisest 
acknowledge their limitations, and God's ser{ants, who know most, like 
Paul the great apostle, say that they " know in part " only. It is well 
therefore not to be too exact or dogmatic in our interpretation of the 
obscure parts of God's Word. " Ye have need of patience, that, after 
ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a 
little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry" 
(Heb. x. 36). 

Lastly, beloved, Daniel's "way" was the way of all flesh. He 
was to go his way, and prepare for death and eternity, and so to remem-: 
ber that " man goeth to his long home ; " and '' then shall the dnst· 
return to the earth as it was : and the spirit shall return unto God wh'> 
gave it" (Eccles. xii. 7). 0 let us never forget that we are here only 
for a short time, that our life on earth is compared to a "vapour which 
appeareth for a little time. and then vanisheth away" (Jas. iv. 14); and 
that the most real things are those that are invisible and eternal. May 
the Lord by His grace and Spirit prepare us for those things, and 
make us " meet for the inheritance of the saints in light." 

"The words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end." 
There is to be an "end " to this earthly life of ours, for " Is there not 
an appointed time to man upon earth?" Therefore David prays," Lord, 
make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is: 
that I may know how frail I am." Yes, dear reader, there is to be an 
end, and it is not far off--an end of all our trials, perplexities, sorrows, 
and ignorance ; " then shall I know even as also I am known." 

There is also to be an " end " to this order of things, and till then 
"the words are closed up and sealed." Wonderful things are destined 
to take place on this earth in future times. These are outlined in this 
book of Daniel; also by Isaiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah, aad John in Revela
tion. The return o: the Jews seems already taking plac,. The" vail" 
is to be "taken away" from their ur:believing hearts; and the earth is 
to be " filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea." Different believers have different views concerning these things 
and the millennium ; and as such matters are not clearly revealed, but 
" the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end," it becomes 
us to speak with caution and modesty concerning them. When '' the 
time of the end" arrives, all will be made plain. Let us therefore not 
try to be wise bEfore the time, or say one word more than the Scripture 
warrants. " But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night: ii\ 
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the which th~ heavens shall pasil away with a great noise, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works therein shall 
be burned up. Seeing then tha~ all these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ough_t ye to be in all holy conversation and godlineFs. 
Wherefore, beloved, seemg that ye look for such thing.;i, be dilit1ent that 
ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and bl~meless " 
(2 Pet. iii.). And may we hear the Lord saying to each believer, 
"Go thy way "-the way of the chosen, redeemed, and quickened sinner; 
the way of obedient, faithful service ; the way of separation from the 
world; the way of fellowship with God; the way of self-sacrifice and 
cross-bearing, of patient continuance in well-doing, "till the time of 
the end." Then "they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of tr.e 
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stari! for 
ever and ever." 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which 
are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace be to you, from God 
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.''-Ephes. i. 1, 2. 

I CANDJDLY admit that I am taking a bold step in attempting to 
climb what J. H. Evans called "the Alps of the New Testament," 

by beginning a series of short papers on such a profound, unique, and 
deeply spiritual portion of Divine revelation. I would assure my readei s 
that only one object prompted the undertaking of such responsibility, 
viz., the spiritual edification of those who carA to read my simple pro
ductions. One earnest petition ascends on high, for the special gift of 
the Holy Spirit to instruct and reveal the" things which couch beneath." 

The keynote of much that will be advanced in these contributions 
will be the relationship of the Church to her risen, exalted, and 
enthroned Lord. _ This sublime and important thought appears to 
underly many of the transcendent statements made in this first chapter. 
Indeed this subject is very largely dealt with by the Holy Spirit, which 
must enhance its great importance, and emphasize its value to those 
who, by the sovereign grace of God, form a part of t.hat family which 
" in heaven and earth is named." We learn that the foundation of the 
Church is laid in the eternal love of God, that each adopted child has 
his feet set on the "Rock of Ages," because "Chosen rn Christ before 
the foundation of the world." In the fulness of time, i.e., at the 
appointed hour, ordained and settled upon between the Eternal THREE, 
the Second Person, the Eternal Word, became incarnate, asrnmed our 
nature, dismantled Himself of His dazzling brightness, emptied Himself 
of His effulgent glory, and veiled for s season His Godhead, by taking 
upon Himself the form of a servant. He became the man of sorrows to 
suffer, bleed, and die to redeem us from our sins. The glorious result 
of this is, that we are pardoned, and cleansed by His precious blood, and 
sealed by the promised Spirit to an inheritance which is incorruptible 
and undefiled, reserved for those who are kept by the power of God, 
through faith unto salvation. These and kindred subjects will repeatedly 
come under notice as we proceed in our studies on this first chapter. 

In the salutation which stands at the head of this paper tbere are 
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three things snggested for brief meditation :-the author ; the persons 
to whom he writes ; and the salutation he gives, 

. A~ far as ~-know, n~ doubt has been expressed as to the auU1orship 
01 this magmticent Epistle. For once I believe all the learned are 
unanimously agreed that Paul was the author. Very well, we will write, 
The autho1· of the bpistle to the Ephesians was Paul. 

Of all the monuments of Divine grace, Paul of Tarsus will ever rank 
among the most notable, especially when we call to mind his own words 
used in describing his own character. He does not attempt to tone 
things down, but declares himself to have been a persecutor of the saints, 
making havoc of the Church. To this he adds that he was a blasphemer, 
i.e., a railer, a false accuser, a man who had made unfounded accusa
tions against the followers of Christ, and against the Lord Himself. We 
are not surprised that he used such an exclamation as this,'' 0 the depth 
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God I How unsearch
able are His judgments, and His ways past finding out I '' The 
transcendent riches of grace, and the unsearchable depths of infinite 
mercy, were themes full, real, and of deep meaning to" Paul the aged." 
Hence we lo,e to think of Paul the slave of Jesus, the apostle of Christ, 
the chosen vessel, the man set apart, who had seen the Lord ; and bad 
been specially commissioned by his Master to bear His precious name 
among the Gentiles. In the passage before us he declares that he is an 
apostle" b11 the will of God," which simply means, by special command 
or appointment. In this capacity he truly " magnified his office, by 
assiduous toil, by patient endurance, by holy conflict and strenuous 
labour." "I laboured more abundantly than they all." This noble,. 
devoted spirit is what every preacher and all Christians need, and what 
all of us should labour to possess. It is this fervent Spirit, diligent 
soul, earnestness of purpose I personally am striving to obtain. Time 
is short. The day is far spent, yes with many, far, very far spent; the 
eventide draws near, the night cometh, when the work day will for ever 
close! 

THE PERSONS TO WHOM HE WRITES, 

"The saints which are at Ephesus." Ephesus, was the grand 
Emporium of Western Asia. Who bas not read of its commercial 
importance ? its opulence? its schools? These were the things which 
attracted great numbers of Jews and Greeks. Then its famous temple 
of Diana, 425 feet long, and 220 feet broad, adorned with 127 pillars, 
each 60 feet high. Its walls profusely decorated with the paintings of 
the most celebrated Grecian masters. It is said that 220 years were 
occupied in its erection and beautifying. This was the building in 
which "all Asia worshipped." They were Pagans, dissolute idolate~s, 
their motto being the most debasing, " Let no man excel ano_ther m 
virtue .. , It wa~ to such Paul preached, and Apollos, Aqmla and 
Priscilla rendered service. See Acts xviii. 18-28. Here Paul dwelt, 
"the space of three years" (Acts xx. 31), and taught the people con
cerning .Jesus and salvation. The result of such holy toil was that a 
flourishing Church was fully established. 

The members of the Church at Ephe.sus are called saints. Was tb!9 
merely to distinguish their profession? 0 no, the word as Paul used 1t 
meant "hol,11 ones "-Chosen and called ones, who were washed, cleansed, 
and purified by the blood of Christ, and sanctified by the word of truth. 
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They were not only holy ones, set apart by Divine grace for their 
Master's use and service, but they were faithful, i.e., men full of faith. 
Their faith in Christ and His Gospel d1stioguished them from others. 
Their faith rose above the" image of Jupiter." They put no faith in 
Mosaic institutions. Their faith passed the fame of Artemis. and the 
synagogue of the sons of Abraham. The grand object of. their faith was 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Why do I write thus ? Because they are said 
to be IN Christ," accepted in the Beloved." May God help us to realize 
this holy joy of accept,ance in Christ-completeneas, folness in Jesus ! 

THE SALUTATION. 

" Grace be to you." The source whence all blessings come. This 
grace had been manifested in their salvation ; subduing the power of 
sin, and sustaining them in the path of duty and ser-vice. They received 
a continual supply, and the apostle is anxious that still larger and fuller 
accessions of grace may be theirs. "Grace be to you," that is, the many
sided favours which will meet your many needs. For example, they 
would need hope in despondency, joy in sorrow, patience in suffering, 
victory in temptation, and triumph over diffi.cultie3. Paul knew that 
grace could and would be sufficient for them, as it had been in his own 
experience. 

"And peace." The nnsanctified heart is like the restless sea, but the 
renewed heart rests calmly on a glassy sea. "And peace," is a form of 
spiritual blessing which is calculated to keep the soul in a state of calm 
repose. It is the echo of his Master's words, '' My peace I give unto 
you." A glorious peace below all commotion, and beyond the reach of 
harm. Then we are reminded of the source from whence these precious 
blessings come: "From God our Father." "God," the universal Governor 
of all worlds. Yet " Oar Father ! " Blessed relationship! ·• Like as 
a Father." Surely this is the anchor to one's soul while on the ocean of 
time! Then the apostle proceeds, "And from the Lord." The 
Proprietor, who has universal lordship, of whom it has been well said, 
" The range of that lordship has infinitude for its extent, and eternity 
for its duration." His supreme administration secures and bestows all 
bleesings upon us. Those blessing are the un~earchable riches of grace, 
by which the redeemed" sit in heavenly places," and delight in exuberant 
soul-joy of a new creation. "Jesus Christ." Jesus, Saviour, Healer, 
Christ, the Anointed ! Here is the centre, substance, and the all-in-all 
of redeemed men. "Grace be to you and peace from God our Father." 
Now, and through all time. 

IF you are under darkness of soul, first go to God with it; and then, 
go to some experienced saint of God. It is good, sometimes, to light 
your candle at a neighbour's fire.-Anon. 

MEMENTO.-" Remember thy sins, and Christ's pardonings; thy hell 
deservings, and Christ's merits ; thy weakness, and Christ's streng~h ; 
thy pride, and Christ's humility; thy guilt, and Christ's new apphca
tions of His blood ; thy fallings, and Christ's raisings up ; thy wants, 
and Christ's falness ; thy temptation'>, and Christ's tenderness; thy 
vileness, and Christ's righteousness."-W-ilcox. 
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SUNSET RAYS. 
BY A GARDEN LABOURER. 

'' Looking for th&t blessed hope, e.nd the glorious e.ppe&rlng of the great God 
e.nd our Saviour Jesus Ohrist."-Titus ii. 13. 

DA. YID said," I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait. . . • My 
soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the 

morning," and well he might, brother and s ster in Jesus, and well may 
you and I do so, too. The Eastern watchman watched fo1• the morning 
light, that he and all around might arise to worship God, who sent, and 
w& indeed that light. But that light was evanescent, and the night 
came again, but they that watch for the Lord watch for the light of 
everlasting Ji 'e, for in God is no darkpe,s at all. While we travel here 
below, fellow-pilgrims to Zion, we get ever and anon the shining light 
of the wicket gates to shew us surely that our faces are thitherward ; 
bat, when the journey of this life's pilgrimage is brought to a close, the 
Lord our souls have waited for shall shine upon us in the full blaze of 
everlasting glory, in that eternal" City, whose Builder and Maker is 
God,'' where neither sun nor moon shall give their borrowed light, 
neither shall there be any temple built by or lighted by man's device; 
for, oh ! (rejoice ye ransomed ones) for the Lord God Almighty, and 
the Lamb are the Temple of it, and the glory of God does ever light it, 
and the Lamb is, and ever shall be the light of it ; and the angel who 
keeps the gate open for ever all day, shall guide you in as you leave this 
world of death and darkness, and Jesus, with His attendant train shall 
welcome you in, and shed upon you the light of everlasting day, the 
fulnes~ of that glorious hope, and appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour J esns Christ. 0 h beloved ! the night shall be pat!sed, and 
never ending day began, for "there shall be no night there." 

SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

II.-EAsT LONDON. CoMMERClAL RoAD. 

THE Church now meeting in Commercial Road originally assembled on ~ower 
Hill, under the care 0f Mr. Samuel Loveday, by whom it was formed m the 
early years of the Commonwealth, about 1653. From the first it w&s &. 

general Baptist Community. 
Its second pastor was the venerable John Mouldon, during whose min

istry it removed to Goodman's Fields, to a Meeting-house in Rupert Street. 
He continued pastor till 1710, when, after a 26 years' ministry, be embra~ed 
tl,e views of the Sabbatarians, and joined the Seventh Day Baptists, wor~hlJ?
ping in Mill-Yard. Lewis Douglas succeeded Mr. Mouldon at Tower H1ll, !n 
1714; and the Church again removed, taking possession of a Meeting-house m 
Yirginia Street, Ratcliffe Highway, which had been vacated in consequence of 
the dissolution of Mr. Lamb's Church. 

In 1717 the Church umted with several other Baptist Churches, both pai·-
1,;cu[ar aud general, in rebuilding their common baptistry at Horsley-Down. 
From 1720 to 1722 the Church was without a pastor, though frequently sup
plied by the celebrated Dr. Gale. Amongst others whom thev invited to the 
pastorate was one John How, who declined because he did not see it right to 
su bwit to ordination by the laying-on of hands. · 

M.r. lfandal, of Chichester, finally became pastor in 1722, and four_years 
later the Church joined with others in forming a fund for the educat10n of 
wiuisters. The lease of Virginia Street Chapel expiring, the Church, in 1741, 
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agreed with the Sabbatario;n Society in Mill-Yard for the use of their chapel, 
at a yearly rental of £10. Mr. Randal died in 1756, and was succeeded by 
Mr. llrittain, during whose ministry a commodious building was erected hy 
'the Church in Church Lone, Whitechapel, and opened in 1763, which builrling 
was relinquished for "Beulah" (now called Commercial Road Chapel), in 
1821. 'fhis Church took a very prominent part in the formation of the nev; 
connection of General Baptists, in which Dan Taylor figures so largely-of 
wliich he was, in fact, the moving cause throughout. In August, 1785, 
Dan T1\ylor was nominated joint-pastor with Mr. Brittain (whom age rendered 
i11capable of the entire charge), and removed to London, which was hence 
.forth the principal scene of his arduous labours in the Master's service. 

Space forbids me to give any further account of this historic Church ; but 
while Dan Taylor's name is cherisher! in the hearts of men, thiA Whitechapel 
community will be remembered ·as associated with him. The present minister, 
Mr. Joseph Fletcher, was educate<l at Midland Baptist College, and com
menced his ministry here .in 1874; and to his courtesy and kindneMs I am 
much indebted for val.ued help. 

"ZoAR," GREAT A LIE STREET. 
"Zoar." Great Alie Street Chapel, was built about 1747, by the Presby

terian Church over which Samuel Pomfret was paator, which l,ad assembler! 
formerly at a large Presbyterian meeting-house in Gravel Lane, Hounsditcli. 
But, error creeping in, the Pre~byterian Church declined ; until, near the end 
of 1807, the chapel was closed, and " To Let! •• 

So John Bailey found it, when iu December of the same year, with the 
;iid of his Baptist friends in London, he took it, and re-opener! it for worship. 
lo July, 1808, having been for~ed into a STRICT BAPTl8T Church, they broke 
bread togcth3r there for the first time. John Bailey continued pastor of the 
Church till 1824, when his health failed. He had a large Church, at one 
period numberiug 400- members (and the c!iapel crowded with hearers), of 
which he was pastor for 16 years. 

From that time till 1881 the Church had no settled pastor. From and 
after 1861, it sank into ., very low condition, till, in 1879, its extinction was 
ijeriously threatened ; its pulpit was occasionally supplied by William Gadsby, 
·warburton, Kershaw, Sn,art, Philpot, McKensie, and many others of the 
same school of thought. 

In 1880 Mr. Eli Ashdown, formerly of Burgess Hill, preached for them, 
and on the first Sunday in January, 1881, commenced his labours as pastor, 
and continues·to the present. 

The Sunday School at 1' Zoar" was commenced on September 24th, 1882. 
All the teachers are members of the Church, a fact which it would be well for 
all our Churches to take to heart. It will be remembered that the inside of 
the chapel was recently much damaged ·by fire, but it has been suitably re
stored, and re-opened. 'l'he congregations are good, and the Church strong 
and peace-loving, I am sorry to say that the building is held on a lease. 

N.B.-Our Brother McKee kindly informs me that he was at Little Alie 
Street 8} years altogether; in the first two of which he was only absent six 
Sundays. . SAMUEL BANKS. 

The Harbinger, Southwood Road, N'ow Eltham, S.E., June, 1902. 

THE PULPIT, ·rHE PRES.S, AND THE PEN. 

" By Me Kings Reign : " the Story of 
the Oo1·onHtion Oath: By W. Stanley 
Martin. London: Morgan & Soott. 
12, Paternoster Building~, E.C. Oan 
he obtainerl through any Bookseller. 
Price One Penny. 

IN a very interesting manner Mr. 

Martin gives an epitome of the events 
that led to t t, e formation of the II CoN
nation Oath," shortly to be taken by his 
Maje~ty, Kini? Edward the Seventh. It 
is a timely production. When we con
sider the strides Ritualis'll has made of 
late years in our beloved country, and 
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the fact that the Government of the day 
has evidently been captured ; witness 
the monstrouq so-called " Education 
Bill " now being pressed through Par
liament-a •· Bill " manifestly designed 
to throttle Nonconformity, and rivet 
the chains of priestly tyranny on the 
coming generations---0ne wonders what 
the end will be. When will Englishmen 
awake, shake off their supineness, a&d 
defend those liberties S'l hardly won by 
their forefathers? We \\elcome this 
little book, and commend it to our 
1 eaders. Let it be circulated freely 
amonf! our children. It is well written 
and mustrated, and neatly got up. 

"John Ploughman's Talk.'' By C. H. 
Spurgeon. London : Passmore & Ala
baster, Pate~noster Buildings. Price, 
paper covi-rs, illustrated, Sixpence. 

THIS is a cheap edition of the well
known work by tbe late eminent Baptist 
Preacher. The strong common sense 
and power of pithy expression which the 
author possessrd in so remarkable a 
degree are manifest on every page. It 
-deals with common every day matters, 
which, after all, are the things of the 
greatest importance in this life, and few 
people could read it with an unbiassed 
mind without being the better for i•. 
Its popularity is shown by the fact that 
this edition matks its four hundred and 
thirty-fifth thousand. In our judgment 
it deserves its popularity. Persons who 
differ wid,ly from Mr. Spurgeon in their 
the Jlogical viewe, may yet read this b01Jk 
with profit. 

Ch~wcMs: thus the federation of tM 
Presbyte,ian Churches. These great 
religious systems are becoming more and 
more ,eats of Satan. Pharisaism, Sad
du~~eiam, a~d Herodianism, are to-day 
umtrng their forces to destroy Bible 
Christianity. Rugland has l)1>g beeu 
playing the harlot more than any pro
fessing Christian nation in the world. 
:England w_ith her nationally worldly 
Church, which tolerate& within its pale 
every shade of' religious thought,' how
ever contrary to Scripture, is peculiarly 
the country where Satan dwelleth." We 
take a very gloomy view of the condition 
of the professing Church ourself, and 
daily mourn over its departures from th, 
tru,.h, but we think this language ex
aggerates the evil. Our own withers 
are unwrnng, for we belong to none of 
these federationa, and hold our own 
simple organisation of churchea to be 
Scriptural. But it is poasible to go too 
far in SPparation, and to hold that there 
are no visible cburchea at all in our day, 
and to wholly neglect that order and 
those ordinances which our Lord has 
ordained shall continue until He comea 
again. This appears to be the position 
which Mr. Holland has reached, for we 
read that it is" a deceptive supposition 
that even to-day there is corporate 
Christianity worthy of having applied 
to it the symbol of a golde:i candle
stick." That is, if we understand him 
aright, there is no true corporate Church 
in existence in our day. We have per
sonally aeen the•mischief this erroneous 
view produces, changing useful Chris• 
tians into carping critics. 

•• The Seven Candlesticks of God." By 
W. Lancelot Holl!lnd, M.A. London: "Decision of Character." By J, E. D. 
The Hope Publishing Company, 46, London: W. Wileman, 55, Imperial 
Imperi•l Buildings, Ludgate Circua, Builaings, Ludgate Oircu~, R.C. 
E.C. Price One Shilling nett. Price One Penny. 

'THIS is a short expositton of the first A PAPEB read at Mount Zion Chapel, 
three chapters of the Revelati ·n. With Thomas Street, Hawthorn, Australia, and 
most of the doctrinal views of the author published by request, This important 
herein expressed we are in accc,rd, and subject ia treatei frnm three pointa of 
we ,hare his horror and detestation of view-social, moral, and spiritual. It 
the errora he exposes, and against which contains some excellent matter, forcibly 
this book is professedly issued as acoun- and practically presented. We are not 
terhlast. But we ca'lJ'lOt subscribe to all aurprised that thoae who heard it read 
the teaching of thi1 book. Mr. Holland should desire to have it in a permanent 
is specially severe upon all organised form. Emanatrng from a Christian man 
-churches. "Those chnrches boasting of businees, with a considerable know
most of unity and catholicity," 1ays he, ledge of life, with its exigencies and 
"ar<l those most deeply impregnated temptations, it ia suitable to place in the 
with the views of debasing error." We hands of young men, and calculated, by 
fear this witness is but too true. Again the blessing of God, to be of great ae
he writes : " It i1 the great desire of s'stance and benefit to them. Our 
Satan to bring about unions-to collect Australian friends can procure it from 
into one bis scattered forces. Thus the Varley Brothers, Flinder's Lane, Mel
-cry for the Union of Christendotn. bourne; or, of E. W. Cole, Book Ar• 
Thus the fedtration of tM Free I cade, 301, Bourke Street, Melbourne. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

WANDSWORTH COMMON 
(CHATHAM ROAD). 

THE new school buildings were opened 
on Tuesde.y, May 6th. In the e.fternoon 
pe.stor Dolbey, of the Surrey Te.berne.ole, 
preached an excellent sermon from the 
words, "From a child thou he.at known 
the Holy Scriptures,'' &o. A large 
oompe.ny sat down to tea in the new 
eohoolroom. 

In the evening a public meeting was 
held, presided over by Mr. S. Frost. Mr. 
Millwood enge.ged in pre.ver. The 
secretary of the Building Committee 
ree.d the report and bale.nee sheet, the 
latter showing that the receipts from 
all qne.rters amounted to £413 12~. 3¾d. 
This amount included a loan or £100 
from the M.A.S.B.C., £394 6s. 5d. he.d 
been expended, and there was an out
standing builder's account for £69 10d. 

The ohairme.n referred to the anxieties 
and difficulties that the committee he.d 
to meet and to the growth of the power 
for usefulness of the Church at Chat
ham-roe.d, 

Pastor Dolbey spoke of the outcome 
of the people's labours as an expression 
of unity. Their desh-e we.a. expressed 
in those words, "Let Thy work e.ppear 
unto Thy servants," &c. 

P11stor Corn well Rpoke of God's sove
reign gre.ce as manifested in Hezekiah, 
and made some instructive observations 
upon the words " 'fhe fathers to the 
children shall make known Thy- truth.'' 

Pastor Chilvers took as his theme Isa. 
xxiii. 4, and made some stirring refer
ences to the Ednce.tion Bill. He said : 
The neglect of the rising re.oe brings its 
own punishment, nationally and de
nomine.tionally. Future lawR depend 
upon our present attitude to the rising 
race. Wewe.nt to he.nd down the privi
leJ?eB we enjoy, and natione.lly, denomi• 
ne.tionally and sooie.lly should care for 
the young. 

Pastor Mntimer spoke of the gre.in of 
mustard seed. He liked to Ree the ge.rden 
near the house e.nd the Sunde.y-sohool 
near the Churoh. 

After Mr. Mntimer's addres•, the 
oolleotion was ta.ken. Letter• were 
read from Mr. F. J. Moule e.nd Mr. W. 
Harris, enclosing donations to oolleo
tion. 

The treasurer, Mr. H. Cle.rk, ste.ted 
that the gifts, collections, and amounts 
received since the audit tote.lied to 
£31, making e. balance in the tree.surer's 
hand of £50 to meet the outstanding 
aooonnt for £69 10d. 

Pastor E. Marsh referred to prayer as 
thA counterfoil or the promises. 

Pastor A. E. Brown referred to the 
present as a time for praise e.nd thanks
giving. We should magnify God for 
what He has done for us, in us, and 

through us. The crown should go upon 
His hee.d. 

Pastor Realff, of Leicester, spoke or 
God's goodness to Hie servants, and 
encouraged the teachers to press for
ward. 

Mr. Voysey referred to the Educe.tion 
Bill, and exhorted to sted fastness or 
faithfulness in the work of the Lord. 

Our pa.star, J. E. Flegg-, spoke of the 
blessedness of being a disciple, basing 
his remarks upon PBa. xxxiv. 11. 

During the evening the choir rendered 
an anthem entitled "Suffer little chil
dren to come nnto Me." The meeting 
was closed with the Doxology. 

On Wednesday, through the genPr• 
osity of Mr. S. Frost, the children and 
parents were invited to a f.fOOd tea in 
the new building. The children enjoyed 
themselves thoroughly, and during the 
ev,ming gave recitations and sang-. 

Very interesting addresses were given 
by pastor Realff, of Leicester, and Mr. 
E. Licence. 

ILFORD (EBENEZER).-We held our 
66th anniversary services on May 18th 
and 19th. On Lord's-day our brother 
Othen (pe.stor-elect) preached mnming 
and evening, and on Whit-Monday 
brother J. M. Rundell preached in the 
afternoon from Micah iv. 2. "The house 
of the God of Jacob." Tea was pro
vided, of which sixty partook. In the 
evening a public meeting was held, 
presided over by brother Rundell, who 
read the 44th chapter of Isaiah. Brother 
J. Digby engaged in prayer. The 
secretary read a brief statement relating 
the goodness of God to the Church 
during the past year in bringing 
our brother into onr midst, and 
leading him to accept the unani
mous invitation of the Church 
to become pastor fNm Midsummer. 
During the year our dear brother 
George Green, who had been connected 
with the Churoh ever since its forma
tion in 1836, honourably filling the 
oflioe or deacon until within the la.st 
few yea.rd, when he w~s inca.pa.cited 
through bodily infirmitie~. has been 
oalled home at the age of 83, a.nd our 
sister, Mrs. M. Cha.His, at the age of 76, 
Her end was peace. sweetly resting on 
the assurance contained in the words, 
"Who loved me and ga.ve Himself for 
me." But althouirh two of our number 
have gone to their hea.ven!y home, it 
has pleased our heavenly Father to add 
eleven to the Church, two by baptism 
and nine by transfer, and we earnestly 
hope and pray that the Lord will in His 
meroy be pleased to continue to bless us 
with a measure of prosperity. Our 
financial position is satisfactory. We 
are rapidly reducing the building debt. 
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After some appropriate remarks from 
the ohe.irme.n, brother King•ton spoke 
from l Cor. xvi. 13, '· We.tch ye, 
ste.nd fe.st," &o.; brother S. J. Te.ylor · 
from Acts xxii. 28, "Ilut l we.• free
born," e.nd brother Othen from Pee.Im 
cvii. Thns once more we desire to s&y 
with the Psalmist, "0 l!'ive th&nks unto 
the Lorrl, for He is good: for His mercy 
endureth for ever." To His ne.me be e.11 
the pre.ise.-W. G. F. 

GL EMS FORD <EBENEZER).-On 
Wedne,d&y, March 19th, the second 
anniversuy of our pastor, J. Everett, 
we.a held, when e. sermon was preachAd 
in the afternoon by pe.stor J. W. 
Sannders, of Brockley, followed by a 
pnblic tea, at which about seventy sat 
down. In the evening e. •ermon was 
pree.obed by pastor S. T. Belcher, of 
London, to a large congregation. The 
proceeds were given to the pastor. Thus 
another year has passed in which we 
have cause to thank God and take 
conrage.-A. M. (Secretary). 

IPSWICH (ZOAR).-Our 61st a.nni
..-ersary eervices were held on Sunday, 
May 25th. Three excellent sermons 
were preached by Mr. B. ,T. Northfield 
-in the morning- from Matt xiv. 12, 
"They went and told Jesus;" after
noon, Col. iii. l, 2, "If then ye be risen 
with Christ, seek those things which 
&re above; " evening, Psa. cxxxviii. 5, 
"Yea. they shall sing in the ways of 
the Lord." Good congrega~ions as
sembled, eepecia.lly in the evening, 
when many from the sister Chnrch 
(Bethesda.), who with many of us bad 
known brother Northfield from in
fancy, felt it good to listen to his faith
ful testimony, and we believe his heart 
was cheered by their presence, and thns 
,p,aker and hearer rejoiced together in 
the house and service of the Lord.
W. B. 

DUNMOW, ESSEX.-The anniver
sary of the pastor, Mr. C. Price, was 
held in the ;. Alk" on Whit-Sunday. 
Pastor Josiah Morling, of High 
Wycombe. preached two sermons to 
good and appreciative congregations. 
The one object was to lift up and extol 
a precious Christ. Special services were 
again held on the following day. Jn 
the afternoon Mr. Morling preached 
upon Christ's ability to save, basing his 
remarks on Heh. vii. 25. Many testified 
to their enjoyment of the Word. A good 
substantial tEa. provided by the liber
ality of the fritnd•, was much appre
ciated. No doubt this was a. good help 
to th€ collectionB. We ad vice others to 
try the same plan. The public meeting 
which followed '"'as well presided over 
by the pastor, who gave a hearty 
welcome to the friends in the opening 
hymn so well known, "Kindred in 

Christ, for His dear sake," e.s also in the 
Pse.lm ree.d (oxxvi.), from which 
he m&de some pointed, w&rm-hearted 
and sweetly experimental remarks, also 
testifying to the exoellent feeling 
which existed between him and the 
little flock. Brother Hitohcock, from 
Hertford, followed with some sound, 
Re.lute.ry anci •11vo11ryremtnkR upon "The 
Lord is my Rock." Brother Me.oe in a 
very genial, gentle, gracious manner 
exhorted us to "approve things which 
are excellent." Mr. Morlinir broul!'ht 
up the re&r with, "Is not Aaron the 
Levite thy hrother 1 I know that he can 
speak well," testifying to his twelve 
yee.rs' &cquaintance with the pe.stor e.nd 
his love to him a• a brother standing 
firm in the trnth of the GoPpel. He then 
ilwelt upon the sweet theme of Jesus 
Christ speaking well to His dee.r people. 
Notwithstanding the weather had been 
stormy, a goodly nnmber of friends 
were g&tbered together, and the services 
wore much appreoiated. God speed 
brother Price. He is evidently in the 
right place. He loves the people; the 
people love him. He is respected in the 
town. Truth-loving people in the dis
trict will find a welcome in the "Ark."' 
We sincerely wish onr brother and his 
friends will soon see their way to open 
a Snnday-scbool, for other denomina
tion• e.re running off with the children 
anrl laughing np their sleeve, At least, 
A VISITOR thinks they ought to make 
it a m&tter of very earnest prayer. 

HOXNE.-Tbe anniversary of the 
Sunday-school was held on Whit
Sunday and Mond&y. On the Snnday 
eermons were p!eached by Mr. Boulton 
(Chelmsford)-in the morning from 
Jer. xxix. 11; afternoon, Judges xiii, 
22, 23 ; e.nd in the evening an encoura
ging adrlress to teachers from John x. 
9: (1) The fold; (2) The door: (3) The 
entrance; (4) The privilege. We thank 
God for the Gospel so faitbfnlly 
preached. On Whit-Monday bright and 
happy meetings were enjoyed by 
numerons friends, who bad gathered to 
assist in this l&bonr of love. In the 
afternoon recit&tions were given by the 
children, when speoial hymns were 
heartily sung, followed by an address 
by Mr. Lock. Tea was provided, a good 
number partaking. The evening meet
ing was presided over by Mr. Lock, who 
read Pila, xci., and called upon Mr. 
Beales to pray. Mr. Ling gave an 
earnest addrees from Nehemiah," I am 
doing a great work : why should the 
work cease 1" Mr. Ward followed from 
Psa, xxvii. 14 ; his loving address was 
listened to with rapt attention. Mr. 
Boulton again spoke encouraging words 
to workers. The services throughout 
were most successful. We thank God 
and take coura.ge.-M. P, THEOBALD, 
Sunday-school Recretary. · 
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sou·rH INDIAN STRIOT BAPTIST 
MISSION, 

A DAY never to be forgotten by those 
who took part in it at Zion, New Crose, 
was May 27th laet, when Mr. Hugh 
Llewellyn Brookeir, of Llandudno, was 
set apart to the work of the Mission 
and given a eend-otf to the field of 
labour in the Tinnevelly. In the after
noon a praise meeting was held, when 
addressee were given by pastor F. Fells 
(High bury), J. Easter (Wattisham), 
and J. Parnell (Stepney), followed by 
an united communion service. Tea was 
served in the eohoolroom and the chapel 
well filled in the evening, when pas&or 
T. Jones (preeiitent) occupied the chair 
and delivered the opening address. 
Bruther H. LI. Brookes gave a succinct 
account of hie call by ~race and the 
leadings of Divine Providence to the 
work of a missionary. 

The chairm4n having aeked the 
congregation to show their acq uieecence 
in the choice made by the committee by 
standing up, was heartily responded to, 
and all remained standing with bowed 
heads1 .while Mr. Jones clasped hands 
with Jl'lr, Brookes, and hie pastor (Mr, 
D. Davies, ·of Llandudno) besought the 
Divine blessing on the union thus con
summated. 

Mr. Davies afterwards delivered the 
charge to the missionary-elect in a 
devout hut at the eame time most 
fatherly manner. 

Other addresses followed, including 
some cheering- words by pastor E. 
White (Woolwich), the honorary and 
honourable treasurer, Mr. F. J. Catch
pole, and Mr. I. R, Wakelin (who could 
boast of half a century in connection 
with the old Mission). 

The collections amounted in gifts and 
promises to over £40. 

!)n the following morning a party of 
friends met at Victoria Station for a 
last farewell to Mr. Brookes, when 
pastor Davies offered prayer, and the 
company sang " God be with thee till 
we meet again." 

We are pleased to report that Mr. 
Brookes arrived safely at Bombay on 
June 13th, to commence his work as 
fellow-labourer with our honoured 
brother R. C. Strickson, 

LEYTON (GOLDS.Ml'l'H·ROAD),-The 
seventh anniversary of the formation 
of the Church was oelebrated on June 
8th and 10th. Mr. A. Silvester preached 
on the morning of the Sunday from 
Phil. iv. 19, and in the evening from 
Exod. xvii. 5, 6. On the Tuesday after
noon Mr. J. E. Fle~g preached from 
Pea. cxix. 105, notioing-(1) The way, 
" my path ; " (2) The walking in the 
way; and (3) The Word's influence on 
the path. At the evening meeting, 
presided over by Mr. G. Ridley, after 
the 91st Psalm had been read, and 

prayer offered by Mr. Nash, the chair
man spoke from P~a. cxxxix. 2 "Thou 
underetandeet my thoughts afar otf" 
enlarging upon God's knowledge of ail 
the thoughts of Hie people whether 
good or evil. Mr. Gibbens spoke from 
t~e words, H Be of good courage." Mr. 
Silvester gave some further remarks on 
the text of Sunday morning amplifying 
the w~rd "supply" as being seasonable. 
Mr. Licence spoke from Cant. ii. 3, ·• I 
sat down under Hie shadow with great 
delight," &c. Mr. Flegg addressed a few 
words from 2 Tim. i. 8, " Be not thou 
therefore ashamed of the testimony of 
our Lord, nor of me, His prisoner." en
couraging the te•tifying of what the 
Lord has done and the echoing of the 
testimony which the Lord bas borne. 

PRITTLEWELL.-Specia.l services in 
connection with the pastorate ol Mr. J. 
Chandler were held on Tuesday, June 
17th. Pastor E. Marsh preached in the 
afternoon to a.n attentive congre1ration. 
After a wclhpread tea, brother Goodly 
presided over the public meeting, and 
very fervently opened the same with 
prayer. Pastor H. S. Boulton delivered 
a deeply spiritual and savoury address 
on the arm o' hi~ God and the blessed
ness of trusting thereon. Pastor F. C. 
Holden followed with 'the apostle's 
prayer for the abounding of love one 
to a1.o.other, and evidently our brothe1·'• 
soul wa.s "filled with the Spirit" and 
the fire of this love kindled 'ours. 
B:other Mobbs, ever full of love to his 
Lore, was exceedingly precious on 
"Looklng unto Jesus," and our hearts 
rejoiced to behold Him as His servant 
lifted Him up in Hia truth. After a. 
few words from pastor E. Marsh, the 
beloved pastor, John Chandler ex
pres~ed his devo~ion to hia work, 1deep 
gra.t1tude for his Lord's mercies in 
time of affliction and sincere thankful
ness to his flock for all their love to 
him in his late trial. Deacon G. 
Elnaugh, who with his wife and a band 
of hearty workers did all in their 
power to make the meetings a success. 
expressed hie thankfulness to God anci 
appreciation of the people's interest. 
God bless brother Chandler and his 
flock at Prittlewell, prays-A LONDON 
VISITOR, 

PRES'rWOOD, BUCKS. - Tuesday, 
June 3rd, was a perfect day for anni· 
versary services. All nature smiled. 
Brother Marsh preached to us the 
blessed " C:iospel of peace" afternoon 
and evening, showing to us how God in 
Christ smiles upon us, and that made 
the people smile, and sing, and look 
forward to the joyful time when the 
birds of paradise will sing melodiously 
a.nd without interruption, when the 
immortal flowers will ever bloom and 
their sweet fragra.nce shall be eternally 



222 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

emitted. Though far away, the gather
ings <if the Norfolk and Suffolk Asso
ciation were not forgotten, and prayer 
was offered for them and the preachers 
for the day. Our belo\'ed nation wail 
not forgotten by brother Marsh. Would 
that some of the solemn words could 
have sounded with clarion force through 
court, mansion. and cottage; through 
chapels, cathedrals, and churches
indeed through the whole land. 0 that 
God may hear prayer on behalf of our 
nation ! May God bless the little Cause 
at Prestwood, a.nd say. "Arise, shine; for 
thy light is come, a.nd the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee." Even so, Lord 
Jesus, Amen.-A VISITOR. 

WOOD GREE:\'. - Special services 
were held on Whit-Monday at Pa.rk 
Ridings chapel, in connection with the 
fourteenth annivers&ry of formation of 
Church. Mr. Kern, of Ipswich, preached 
in the afternoon, his text being Rom. 
xv. 13. The evening meeting was pre
Rided over by brother James Cattell. 
The reading was from Psa.. :xvi. Brother 
Abbott, of Cha.dwell-street, invoked the 
Lord's blessing. The chairman based 
his address upon the words, "Be thou 
faithful unto death" (Rev. ii. 10). He 
said tha.t faitltfulness is wha.tis required 
of us at all times. He referred to the 
11.pa.thy of the Church at large, also the 
inrush of Popish teaching, and said it 
became God's people to be faithful in 
resisting these and all ench encroach
ments. Brother J. P. Pickett read a.n 
enconra.g"ing report. They praised God 
for giving them a.n under shepherd in 
brother S. Hutcninson, whose ministry 
was being blessed. Five had been ba.p
tized during the year and several tra.ns
f erred from other Churches, and one of 
the scholars in the school had been 
added. Beside this it was stated that 
the Church was free from debt, and had 
.£100 in hand towards the erection of a 
permanent building. Pastor A. E. 
Brown addressed the meeting from Psa, 
:xxi:x. 11. Pa.star Fells directed our 
minds to Isa. :xl. 1. Pastor Gibbens 
took a.s hia text Pda. lii. 1. Mr. Kern 
opened his address by saying: You 
have had the promise. the proclamation 
and the testimony, ::md I am told to 
g-ather up the fragments. I have two 
texts for you : "Joseph ea.id, Not so, my 
father" (Gen. :xlviii. 18) ; "Jesus said, 
Even so, F11.ther ; for so it seemed 
good in Thv sight'' (Matt. :xi. 26). 
When God afflicts His people they are 
prone to say, Not so, my Father, not 
seeing the blessing which is behind it. 
The Saviour showed perfect conformity 
to His Father's will : the will of His 
Father was His delight. Our pastor 
emphasised two notes which had been 
struck in the address : The a.pa.thy of 
the Church of God throu~hout the 
world and the Education Bill, which, 

if passed, would be the means of 
R<;>ma.nising our children, and possibly 
might lead to persecution. Severa.I 
friends from other Churches cheered us 
by their presence. Collections were 
ta.ken for the pastor. 

HlGHBURY PLA.CE (PROVIDENCE). 
The fortieth anniversary of the Sunday
school was celebrated on June 8th and 
10th. The pastor (Frank Fells) preached 
morning and evening on the Lord's
day from M!l.rk :x. 14, and Ephes. ii. 14-
19, ma.king reference in the evening to 
the great blessing of II Pea.oe" that has 
been restored to the nation. Pastor H. 
S. Boulton, of Chelmsford (an old 
scholar), delivered a.n address in the 
afternoon, when recitations were given 
by the scholars and prizes distributed, 
the pastor presiding. On Tuesday 
afternoon pastor E. Mitchell preached 
appropriately from Psa. o:x:xvi, Tea 
and meeting followed, Mr. A. Oakes 
(Shouldham-street) presiding a.t the 
b.tter. Helpful a..idresses were fiven 
bv brethren Armstrong, Mitchel and 
Vine. Brother H. Pyett (seoretary) 
read a. report telling of manifold 
activity throughout the year. The oa.sh 
statement read by brother H. Adams 
(superintendent) showed a. considerable 
deficit, which the oollections, a.mountiDg 
to about £16, did mnch to reduce. 
Speoia.l hymns were very creditably 
rendered by the children. 

STEPNEY (REHOBOTH). - In the 
sa.nctua.rv of the Lord the words of the 
Lord by Isaiah were realised : "Joy and 
gladness shall be found therein, thanks
giving and the voice of melody." The 
occasion was the e_ighth anniversarl" of 
the p!l,storate of Mr. J. Parnell. Our 
pastor preached on Lord's-day, May 11. 
'fhe morning text was, "I will mention 
the lovingkindnesses of the Lord, and 
the praises of the Lord, according to all 
that the Lord bath bestowed on us." 
The lea.ding thoughts were: (1) The 
subject--Lovingkindness. (2) The &J· 
knowledgment is practical. (3) The 
pronouns singular and plural (I, us, 
them, His). The evening discourse, 
11 In hope of eternal life, which God, 
that cannot lie, promised before the 
world began," was dwelt upon in the 
following order: (1) The intent of the 
Gospel. (2) . The exhibition of the 
Divine character. (3) The grace of the 
inspiring promise. On the following 
Tuesday afternoon Mr. H. T. Chilvers 
preached. The subject, "If children, 
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ," was a theme which was 
listened to with delight, a.s our brother 
proceeded with his discourse, first on 
the relationship, and then on its advan• 
ta.gee and privileges. Mr. W. G. Fa.unoh 
presided at the evening meeting. Mr. 
Henry Scrivener engaged in prayer, 
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Our chairman gave a brief address rtpon 
portions of the Pdalm he had read 
(Pda. xxx.); hie exposition of the.Word 
was muoh enjoyed. Mr. G. W. Clark 
spoke from "I change not." He ea.id 
this anniversary serves to remind ue 
that He whom we are, and whom we 
serve, ohangeth not in Hie purposes, nor 
shall we change in the order of the 
ministry. The ea.me Gospel we desire 
to tea.oh and preach, and to be kept 
faithful in service. Mr. F. Fells, in 
speaking of the work of the ministry, 
remarked: There ie no more exalted 
position to occupy than to be a minister 
of the Goepel of Jesus Christ. It ie 
exalted because we are labourers to
gether with God, linked with God. 
Those who realise this position are 
humbled. Our pastor's subject was 
" Rejoice evermore." He ea.id let ne 
rejoice as brethren, because the Lord 
ha.a cemented our hearts by di vine love 
to Him. We rejoice in the truth: what 
a power there is in the truth, and what 
power there is behind it; it is the power 
of the eternal God, it is our girdle. We 
rejuice in the unity of the faith. We 
rejoice in life, sorrow, prosperity, 
adversity, a!Uiotion and deliverance. 
Mr. Henry Scrivener (deacon) gave a 
very interesting account of our Church 
history, and based a few remarks upon 
"In the name of our God we will set up 
our banners." This enjoyable meeting 
was closed by singing, •· Bleat be the tie 
that binds," etc. The chairman pro
nounced the Benediction. - HAYTER 
SCRIVENER. 

BLA.KENHA.M.-A.s a small Church 
we can say, "The Lord .of Hosts is with 
us, the God of Jacob is our refuge." 
He is with ns to support, to comfort, 
and bless. The Word preached from 
time to time by various pastors, and 
also by the itinerating brethren, has 
been much enjoyed. During the winter 
months meetings were held weekly in 
rotation in nine different cottages and 
in three different parishes. These ser
vices consisted of prayer and praise, 
interspersed with an address alternately 
by brethren S. B. Stocker, S. Haddock, 
W. Emmerson, G. Gardiner, J. Grim
wood, and N. Howe. They were well 
attended, and proved to be seasons of 
refreshment. Special services were held 
on Whit-Sunday and 1Ionday; May 18th 
and 19th. On the Sunday Mr. H. Lock, 
of Hoxne, preached. We listened with 
pleasure and delight, and thanked God 
for the choice gifts bestowed upon our 
brother. On the Monday Mr. J. H. 
Lynn, of Beocles, preached an experi
mental and instructive sermon from the 
words, "He shall glorify Me: for He 
shall reoei ve of Mine, and shall show it 
unto you" (John xvi. 14). A. large 
number sat down to tea. At 6.30 a 
public meeting was held, presided over 

by Mr. J. H. Lynn. Brother H. F. 
Moore implored the Divine blessing. 
Gospel addresses were delivered by 
brethren S. B. Stocker, W. H. Ranson, 
N. Howe, J. Grimwood, and J. H. Lynn. 
-M. A. MOORE, 

STON HAM P ARV A.-The preacher 
on Whit-Wednesday, :May 21st, was 
pastor R. Mutimer. The two sermons 
were listened to with much plea.sure. 
Mr. Mutimer is greatly appreciated in 
Suffolk, because of his genial ma.oner 
and firm adherence to the doctrines of 
sovereign and distinguishing grace. 
Oh ! for more faithful men upon the 
walls of Zion, who show unto us the 
way of sal va.tion. Ministerial brethren 
present at Stonha.m were: the pastor, 
S. Ling, S. Haddock and J. Grimwood. 
-M. A. MOORE, 

MARCH.-ANNIVERSARY SERVICES. 
-The services in connection with the 
anniversary of Providence Chapel, 
March. commenced on Sunday, June8th. 
Mr. J. Juli, of Cambridge, preached 
morning ana evening to good congrega
tione. On the Monday evening at 7.15 
a well-attended devotional meeting was 
held. The services began a.gain on the 
Tuesday, when Mr. J. Bwih, of London, 
preached in the morning at 11.30, and 
in the evening at 6.30. The pulpit was 
occupied in the afternoon by Mr. R. E. 
Seare, of London. The congregations 
were very large throughout the day. 
An excellent well-arranged luncheon 
was patronised at 1 o'clock by a.bout 100 
persons. The pastor (Mr. B. J. :North
field) proposed a. hearty vote of thanks 
to the committee of la.dies, and all other 
helpers, for the willing services rendered 
in providing such an excellent luncheon 
in such an admirable way, which was 
seconded by Mr. Jull, and carried 
unanimously. The public tea brought 
together over 200, and here again every
thing passed off in the most sa.tisfact?ry 
manner. At the close of the evenmg 
service the pastor expressed, on behalf 
of the people and himself, their_ great 
appreciation of the interest mamfeste_d 
by visitors from far and near. This 
concluded one of the most successful 
anniversaries and in a financial sense 
the best ever held since the erection of 
the chapel, the total proceeds reaching 
the large sum of £±7 -ls. I0~d.-Local 
Paper. 

THAME.-On Sunday, May 25th, 
special services were held in connection 
with the Churoh anniversary. Our 
pastor (W. Chambers) wg,s gra.c_iously 
helped to preach help!ul and st1m~la.
ting sermons : that m the morm~g 
upon the Divine presence (Exod. xxx111. 
HJ, and in the _evening upon Re~emii
tion and forgiveness (Ephes. 1. • l. 
Special hymns were selected for the 
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occasion. The oongrega.tione were re
markably good and the oolleotions 
satisfactory, It was a day for rejoicing 
and renewal of confidence in Him who 
declares: "I, the Lord, change not," and 
further adds, to stimulate and excite 
faith," Prove Me now." 

MENDLESHAM GREEN. - The 
Sunday-school anniversary was held on 
Whit-Sunday. Three sermons were 
preached by Mr. H. D. Mobbs. Morn
ing, from Isa.. xxxiv. 16, 17; afternoon, 
from Mal. iii. 16, 17; evening, from 
Rev. iii. II. The Gospel was opened up, 
a precious Christ exalted. Every en
couragement was given to the se1;king 
soul, and those who "fear His Name" 
were made to rejoice in His truth. We 
had a good day. Many friends gathered 
together. The special hymns rendered 
by the children were sweetly sung, and 
we pray that each may join the glad 
song before the thr,me.-L. SCARFE. 

Ol'LEY.-An interesting meeting was 
held on May 18th for t~e purpose of 
presenting to Miss Baker (late Secretary 
of the Sonday-school) a token of love 
and appreciation of her twelve yea.rd' 
labour as secretary in the school with 
which she has been connected from 
childhood. The presentation took the 
form of a. lady's bag, with silver mount
ings and name engra.ved.-A WELL· 
WISHER. 

BRADFIELD-ST.-GEORGE. - The 
fifty-second anniversary services were 
held on Whit-Sunday 1.nd Monday, May 
18th and 19th, also the twenty-fifth year 
of the present ministry. :Mr. J. Juli, of 
Eden Cha.pel,Cambridge, preached on the 
Sunday, and on the Monday afternoon. 
Our brother's ministry was very much 
enjoyed. The Lord the Spirit was 
present to witness to His Own Word. 
Abont 100 were present to tea. on the 
Monday. Mr. F. Ridley, of Bury, pre
sided at the meeting in the evening. 
Mr. Ridley said it had been a real 
pleasure for him to be present that after
noon to hear the truly helpful Gospel 
sermon by Mr. Jull, who he had not the 
privilege of knowinJ till that day. Mr. 
Dixon said it wa.s with the very deepest 
feeling of gratitude to God they met that 
day on the fifty-~econd anniversary, also 
the twenty-fifth year of his ministry 
among them. There were many things 
they a.s a Church and congregation had 
to be thankful for. There were also 
some facts that were very clear to them. 
One was, the Gospel in its Divine 
simplicity had not lost its power to save 
and to draw. Here on a Sunday a.re 
i,eople coming from seven different 
villages to hear the story of God's love 
to lost men, as ma.de known in the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Another fa.et, the Gospel is still effective 

to combine in one heart, in one feeling 
and desire the same people for twenty
five years and DJ additional efforts 
made in the way of special services or 
speoial evangeliatic meetings, We have 
tried in every sermon 'to show man as a 
Binner and needs a Saviour, and the 
Gospel provides one, Excellenta.dtlressea 
were given by the brethren G, F. Wall, 
who spoke upon the Holy Ghost's work 
in conversion, from our Lord's parable, 
the lost piece of money. A. Marling, of 
Cottenha.m, gave a stirring address upon 
the great need of keeping to the Gospel 
of the grace of God in all its varioue 
parts as the one only power to eave. 
Brother J. W. Saunders spoke upon the 
new cart ma.de to place the Ark of God 
on, when it wa.e removed out of the 
house of Abina.dab. Our brother showed 
this new ea.rt was a departure from the 
Divine order, whioh was, none ought to 
carry the Ark of God but the Levite~. 
There were many new ea.its now used, 
things which appeared plea.sing to 
nature; but whatever was contrary to 
the Divine authority of the Word was a 
new ea.rt, and would surely meet the 
Divine displeasure, Mr. Jull spoke upon 
the martyr Stephen being full of the 
Holy Ghost, ehowing how the Lord 
gave the fulness of the Divine Spirit 
for special neede. All the speakers con
gratulated the Church and the minister 
upon the long continued union of ser
vice in the Goepel. 

STRATFORD (GURNEY-ROAD). -
Sunday-school anniversary. Most suc
cessful service& were held on Lord's. 
day, May 25th, and following Tuesday 
and Wednesday. Our pastor preached 
on the Lord's-day morning, and pastor 
H. T. Chilvers in the evening, when the 
chapel was crowded, and our dear 
brother's deeply thought out discourse 
will long be remembered, Pastor 
Chilvers also most ably a.ddreesed both 
scholars, tea.chere, and parents in the 
afternoon, A goodly number of frienda 
gathered on the Tuesday evening to 
witneee the annna.l distribution of 
prizeB to the schola.ra. P~tor R. E. 
Sears wa.e blessedly helped to preach on 
Wedneada.y afternoon. After tea the 
usual public meeting wa.a held, under 
the presidency of our esteemed friend, 
J. Piggott, Esq., L.O.C., and addreeees 
full of Gospel power delivered by 
brethren W. Baker, Stanley Martin, S, 
J. Taylor, and T. Jones. The report wa.e 
read by Mr. Cooper, the aeoreta.ry, and 
elicited a well-merited applause for the 
way in which exhortation, encourage
ment, and warning, were blended in 
thia clear account of the work. Mr. A. 
H. Rider, aecreta.ry of the Building 
Committee reported progress, and gave 
us to hope that another year we may 
meet in the new building in Bucking
ham-road. After a few words by our 
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pastor, the enoouraging meetings oame 
to an end. Under the leadership or Mr. 
J, Taylor, the soholars Manjl' special 
hymns and anthems. God bless onr 
B11obbath Sobools. 

CIIELMSFORD. - The anniversary 
services of the Snnday-sobool were held 
on Sanday, June 8th, when sermons 
were_pre,.cbed mornin_g and evening by 
Mr. G. W. Clark, of London, who also 
gave an interestinll' address to the 
scholars in the afternoon from the word, 
"Peaoe." Speoia.l_}tymns were sung at 
ea.oh service. On Wednesday evening, 
June 11th, the annual _public meeting 
was held, and presided over by our 
pastor, Mr. H. S. Boulton. The chair
man read a psalm, followed with prayer 
by Mr. Goodwin. Mr. Cottee, superin• 
tendent and secretary, gave the report 
for the year, which was encouraging. 
Mr. White, of WcolwiQb, moved the 
adoption of the report in an encouraging 
address, especially to the teachers. 1\lr. 
Baker, of Braintree, seconded this, and 
spoke encouragingly to the scholars. 
Addresses were also given by the Pastor, 
and Messrs. Chilvers, and Pizzey. A 
goodly number of rewards were dis
tributed to the scholars. Two of our 
elder scholars are shortly to be baptizedi 
also one who has recently left the schoo 
with three other friends. Praise ye the 
Lord. 

SOUTHERY-Anniversary services, 
M~y 26th. Sermons were preached in 
the afternoon by· Mr. Cooper, of Laken
hea.tb, and by Mr. Hill of Warboys, in 
the evening, to crowded congregations. 
Tea. provided, and a. large oompany par
to->k of it. Collections good. We have 
great cause to raise another Ebenezer of 
praise to our God for all His goodness 
to ue. 

SOMERSHAM.-June 8th, Sunday
school anniversary held. We had large 
congregations and a. good day. Many 
friends came from Ipswich, Wattisham, 
and Blakenbam. Our pastor, W. H. 
Ranson, preached excellent sermons. 
Morning, 2 Tim. ii. 9; evening, Isa.. xix. 
20. In the afternoon the scholars 
recited, and our pastor gave an excellent 
address on "Concern for the young." 
The scholars assisted by the choir 
rendered speoial hymns. Collections in 
aid of school were good.-J. S.S. 

ALDRINGHAM.-The Sunda.y:sohool 
anniversary was held at Whitsun.tide, 
oommencing with the usual Saturday 
evening prayer-meeting, Mr. H. M. 
Marling preache!1 on the Sunday m~~n
ing from Ga.I. v1. 9, "We sha.11 rea1>i: at 
the right time, ''in due sea~on.". "Well• 
doing" is any useful work in His na.m~; 
but that of the Sunda7-sch~ol 1s 
especially appropria.te, It 1s an unpor• 

tant work in which we a.re responsible 
to God. Then teacher be careful ; 
remember your stewardship, which ca.n
not be taken up and la.id down at 
leisure. See Luke ix. 62. Then there 
must be a. steady battle against the 
emissaries of Sa.tan, who are seeking to 
rob us or our religions liberties ; aga.in 
stand by the old truths. The afternoon 
and evening were in the children'• 
hands, the old rura.l style of recitation 
and song being well maintained. On 
the Monday, the treat took place in 
inclement weather, and on the Tuesday 
a. public tea. was held. It wa.s again wet, 
but the Lord blessed us both in helpin!!' 
pastor to preach, scholars to recite a.nd 
sing, and friends to a.ssist, not only in 
money (which wa.s in a.dvance), but in 
a. hearty and willing spirit to the enjoy
ment of ea.eh other. Then to Him be 
the glory !-JACOB, 

SUFFOLK AND NOUFOLK 
ASSOCIATION MEETINGS. 
ON Jone 3rd a.nd 4th, 1902, these meet• 
ings were held a.t Rattlesden. Once 
aga.in the old tent is pitched for worship. 
We miss ma.ny faces we need to meet; 
yet we a.re glad to see so ma.ny of Zion•~ 
pilgrims ga.thering from all parts of our 
land. On the first day the weather was 
exceedingly hot, and bea.ntifully fine. 

The service commenced by Mr. W. 
Kern asking God's blessing on the 
meetings. Brother Juli, of Ca.mbridge, 
read a.nd prayed. Mr. Sa.unders read an 
abstract of the letters from the 
Churches. Reference wa.s gratefully 
made to the peace so lately proclaimed 
in connection with the wa.r in South 
Africa. ; one verse of the hymn com
mencing," All bail the power of Jesus' 
Na.me" was sung; the other ha.If of the 
letters wa.s then read by Mr. Sa.unders. 
After singing, the Moderator, Mr. W. 
Gill, then read an excellent address, the 
subject being," The power of the Spirit, 
the grea.t need of the Church." Mr, H. 
D. Tooke concluded by prayer. 

At the afternoon service, .Mr. .A. 
Marling read, and Mr. F. Fells implored 
the Divine blessing. Mr. H. M. Winch, 
of Chatteris, prea.ched from the words, 
''Who is on the Lord's side 1" (Exod. 
xxxii. 26). The prea.cher showed tha.t 
those on the Lord's side were regenerated 
cha.racters ; they were on the side of 
righteousness, on the side of immense 
blessing, and certain victory. Mr. 
Northfield concluded with prayer. 

At the evening service, Mr. J. H. Lynn 
rea.d the Word, a.nd Mr. R. Mutimer 
implored the Divine blessing. After this, 
Mr. Flegg delighted us with a.n exposi
tion of Ga.I. vi, 14. We felt while this 
brother wa.s prea.ching, we could say, 

"Perish every human story, 
Every system taught or tried; 

God forbid that I should glory, 
Sa.vein Jesus crucitled," 
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June 4th was stormy and wet; this 
prevented several going to the six 
o'clock prayer-meeting, but several who 
were there felt it a refreshing season, 
:-iot the least plea•ing feature was a 
little lad from the Kenninghall Church 
(not with five barley loaves and two 
small fishes), hnt with o. heart renewed 
by grace, glowing with love, pouring out 
hie soul in prayer to God in such a way 
that oi~nsed the tear to start, yet made 
many glad. May there be many boys and 
girls in onr Churches who,having passed 
from death unto life, find a home in the 
Church on earth, for, 

"Grace is n plant where'er it grows. 
Of pure and heavenly root; 

But fairest in the youngest shows, 
Aud yields the sweetest fruit," 

At the ministers' prayer-meeting 
again o. thunder.torm was raging; the 
rain came down in torrents, the voices 
of the ministers in prayer were almost 
inaudible, Among those who prayed was 
pastor F. H. Gorham · he asked if God 
willed the storm might cease, and very 
soon "there was a irreat ~Im." At the 
close of this service, Mr. R. Mutimer 
(who with Mr. Flegg, were delegates 
from the London Association), irave us 
an excellent addresP, firm and solid, and 
gladdened our heartP. 

At the next service, Mr. H. Morling 
read. and Mr. Potter prayed. Mr. H. 
D. Tooke preached from the words in 
Rom. v. 8-10. This sermon was very 
cheerful, stimulating, and encouraging. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Ward, of 
Laxfield, read the Word. Mr. A Morling 
implored the Divine blessing. Mr. 
Harsant, of Otley, preached a Fermon 
from the words in Rom. v. 20, 21. This 
sermon was solemn, pathetic, and 
gladdening. 

At the close of this Eervice a part of 
the National Anthem was snng, show
ing that loyalty to our Master does not 
make us disloyal to King Edward. Votes 
of thanks were passed to all kind 
helpers at Rattlesden for all their kind
ness to all visiting frien1s. The hymn, 
•· Bleat be the tie that binds" was sung. 
Mr. Edgert~n closed the meetings with 
prayer. M.A. MOORE. 

P.S.-At the close of the firEt day's 
Aervice at the Association gatherings at 
Ra.ttlesden, a resolution condemning 
the Education Bill now before 
Parliament was proposed,' seconded, 
and carried unanimously.-M. A. M. 

CUBBERLEY.-The anniversary ser
vices were held on Whit-Monday, when 
a number of friends from Cheltenham 
came to help and encourage ue, many 
of whom were once members, but have 
left the neighbourhood, yet still retain 
a love for their old home. Two sermons 
were preached by Mr. Small, pastor at 
Providence Chapel, Cheltenhaml to good 
-congregations, Tea wa.s eervea in the 

oha.pel during the interva.1. Over 70 eat 
dO\vn. It wa.s a happy and enjoyable 
da.y. We oloeed by Ringing, "All hail 
the power of JeRus' Name," God bless 
a.nd rewa.rd the kindness of our friends 
&nd helpers.-A. MITCHELL. 

WANDSWORTH COMMON 
(CHATHAM ROAD). 

THE seventh a.nniversary of the Church 
wa.s held on June 15th and 17th. The 
pastor (.J. E. Flegg), preached two 
@ermons on the 15th to good congrega.
tions from Acts vii. 9. "But God wa.s 
with him." The secret of success: God 
ha.d been with us &s a Churoh. Even
ing, H eb. xiii. 8, "Jesus Christ the same 
yeeterda.r, and to-da.y, and for ever." 
rhe word W&S with profit &nd power. 

On the 17th, onr ha.rdy annua.l came 
fnll of the lileesings of the Gospel of 
pea.op, Our brother Mitchell had words 
of encouragement a.nd help. It wa.s a. 
time of refreshing. The words were Luke 
xviii. I ; very m~ny useful lessons were 
dra.wn therefrom. 

The eveping meeting wa.s pre@ided 
over by our brother Newman, who rea.d 
PI!&. oiii. The cha.irma.n called upon the 
eecreta.ryl who said God ha.d been with 
them. ana blessed them on every hand ; 
tha.t the membership wa.s 67, two otherB 
were now wa.iting ha.ptism, a.nd we ha.ve 
lost three by death ; we had paid our 
wa.y, and erected & perma.nent Brick 
School at a. cost of a.bout £464 6d. lld. 
together with furniture, towa.rds which 
we had £342 7s. H.l.. lea.ving & t'eht of 
a.bout £122, which we hope by the good 
hand of our God upon us. may soon be 
pa.id off. lirother Mitchell spoke to the 
point from Matt. i. 21. 

Brother Da.dswell, who h&11 taken · a 
most lively interest in ns,spoke from the 
Song of Songs i. 4, "We will remember 
Thy love," •a.id we ha.d seven years to 
remember His love, and the love tokens 
given tone were ma.ny. 

Brother White spoke from Psa. xxvii. 
4, '·One thing," &c. (1) Concentra.ted 
purpoee; (2) Desire sought of the Lord; 
(3) God knows my desire; (4) Diligence; 
(5) La.y a.side tha.t which will hinder; 
(6) Perma.nent residence: they delight 
to dwell in the house where they are 
fed ; (7) Glorious vision : beholding 
the bea.utiee, the glories of the Lord. 
. Pastor H.. :(ll. Sea.re, our neighbour, 
then @poke well of the Lord hie God, a.nd 
the benefits ·He da.ily bestows upon His 
people. 

The pa.etor said the words suited him 
well, •· He thanked God, a.nd took 
courage." 

Our deacon Frost said the opening of 
that place wa.s alone to do good, tha.t 
those living there might ha.ve a. place to 
meet in, a.nd hear thoee things which 
were believed in by them, also to gather 
the children j a.lso tha.t near £2,000 h&d 
been expenaed there, e.nd tha.t the 
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whole waa in truat for the Strict 
Baptiste, and that there was a debt 
of about .1!122, which he hoped may 
soon be cleared off, We had much to be 
thankful for as a Ohuroh, To God be all 
the praise, 

PONDERS END (EDEN)-On 
Thursday, May 29th, special services 
.were held in connection with the tenth 
anniversary of the formation of the 
Church, In the afternoon brother J. 
Hunt Lynn preached from 2 Peter i. 4, 
and dwelt with fervour upon the 
glorious Promiser, the vastness and 
wealth, the suitability and comprehen• 
siveness of the promises ; alluding 
appropriately to the needs and exercises 
of the privileged recipients. The dis
course proved a word of encouragement 
and etrength to the hearers. About 
seventy friends sat down to a comfort
able tea. The public meeting was 
p_!esided over by Mr. Thomas Dean, of 
Wandsworth, whose rema.rkR were 
irreatly appreoia.ted. Brother J. H. Lynn 
followed with a.n address upon the 
Priesthood of Christ. Brother Gibbens, 
of Tottenham, delivered a speech of 
neighbourly sympathy with the Cause at 
"Eden." Brother Sa.ndell, of Elthorne
roa.d, referred with deep a.nd loving 
interest to the origin and early growth 
of the little Ca.use at Ponders End, and 
awa.kened_pleasant memories of his first 
visit to "Eden" a.s a supply. Brother 
Crispin, of Shalom, Hackney, led the 
devotions at the commencement of the 
meeting. Congregations encouraging, 
Ha.rmony and goodwill prevailed. 
Friends from Waltham Abbey, Wal
thamstow, Enfield, Winchmore Hill, 
Tottenha.m and Hackney came to wish 
us blessing an,d success, and to a.id us in 
a practical way. .1!6 16~. wa.s raised, 
£5 being devoted to the reduction of 
the loan debt, Seeing that £40 only 
remains to be paid off in order' to 
entirely liberate the whole of the 
property from further lia.bility, the 
friends are resolved, the Lord and His 
people assisting them, ·to wholly ex
tinguish the debt in the ensuing autumn 
at their chapel anniversary, Hitherto 
bath the Lord helped us. To His 
adora.ble Na.me be undivided praise for 
ever.~PABTOR 0. HEWITT, 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE sermon a.t St. Ma.ry Aldermary 
Church by Mr, J. Ormiston, the Editor 
of The Gospel Magazine, wa.s la.rgely 
attended, An excellent discourse was 
given u,;ion the words, "CJmfort the 
reeble-mmded, support the wea.k," a.nd 
a libera.l response was made to the 
a.ppea.l which followed. In this Churob, 
with its pla.i~J. eva.ngelioa.l service, the 
la.te Watts w ilkineon prea.ohed for 
ma.nyye,-rs, 

The A nnua.l Election to the Ten 
Guinea Pension a.nd to the Homes wa.e 
held on June 3rd, at the Ca.nnon-etreet 
Hotel. Among the numerous company 
were Messrs. Styles, Sea.re, Linden, 
Parke, Oollingridge, a.nd Boulden, 
Twenty-five were elected to £10 10~., 
a.nd ten of the oldest a.dva.nced without 
election. Thirty pensioners were elected 
as inma.tes of the Homes, to enter as 
va.ca.nciee occur, 

* * 
By the death of Miss J.M. Crea.sy, of 

Rye La.ne Chapel, the Camberwell 
Asylum has lost an earnest a.nd devoted 
Lady Visitor, who for more than ten 
years ministered t'l the Lord'a aged ones 
within its walls. A bea.utifal testimony 
was given by the dear departed one a 
short time before she passed away. The 
funeral service was attended by several 
members of the Committee, the Lady 
Visitors, and the Secretary. 

* .. 
* Friends are heartily invited to attend 

the Hornsey Rise Asylum Anniversary, 
on Friday, July 4th. Sermon3 will be 
preached in the a.fternoon and evening 
by Messrs. Lindsay Younir, and J. W. 
Tobi~t. Tea at 5 o'clock, one shilling 
each ; and during the day the la.dies 
will kindly conduct their Annual Sale 
of Work. The exterior of the building 
has been renovated, and the beautiful 
grounds are now looking their best. 

,. * • 
The new Quarterly Record contains 

a portrait a.nd sketon of the late Mrs. 
Heathfield, and a variety of ma.tter 11,nd 
illustrations likely to interest all 
friends of the Society. Copies will be 
forwarded on application to the Office. 
The free distribution of this publication 
has been found most useful. 

,. * 
One thousand six*hundred pensioners 

a.re now upon the books, and upwards 
of .1!12,000 per annum are expended in 
pensions alone. In addition to this sum, 
the four Homes cost £2,000 per annum. 

~ittrht:gt.s. 
BRIERLEY-GREY.-At the Rotherham 

Baptist Chapel (kindly lent), on ]!fay 10th, 
by Mr. C. Clu.yton. of Mo.sbro.' 
.. LOCK-BRETT.-On !Juno 5tb, 1902, at the 
Grove Chapel, Camberwell, by Mr. Thomas 
Bradbury, UlementJoseph Lock.of Camber
well, to Bessie Mary Brett, eldest daughter 
of Samuel W. and Mary Brett, Copleston
road. Peckham. 

GEORGE ABLITT, 
of Leiston. was called home on April 22nd. 
at the age of 7S year•. He bad worshipped 
here about fifty years, and was an honour
able member over forty years. He also 
filled the office of deacon about thirty years. 
He both sought and prn.yed {01· the pence 
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and prosperity of Zion. He loved ihe house 
of Godhnud was ttlway• to be seen there 
while e had •trength sufficient. Some
times. alter hearing the Word preached, hi• 
cup would run over with joy. His a.ffliction 
was a trying one. as his memory seemed 
quite gone. We cannot sorrow for he has 
entered the glorr-land. His body was laid 
to rest in the chapel burial-ground on the 
26~h by our pa•tor, H. 111. Morliug, who r.reached the following Lord's-da.y to a 
arge congregat-ion from the words, "The 

Master is come, and calleth for thee." Some 
,•ery suitable remarks were made re•pecting 
the departure of our beloved brother, who 
has left an aged widow.-J. S. OXBORROW, 

ELIZA MARY CHALKL'li:Y, 
the belo,•ed wife of Thomas Chalkley, of 
Winchmore IIil!,.passed away on April 24th, 
aged 57 years. ,.·ormerly she used to attend 
Providence Chapel, but for some yea.re 
affliction of body has prevented her getting 
out much. About a year and a half previous 
to her decease she underwent the operation 
of having a caucPr removed, in the prospect 
or which she said she felt great support and 
encouragement from tht! hymn commencing 
"Poor fearful saints" (Gadsby's Selection); 
and, considering her weakness previously, 
she was brought through woq.derfully. 
During her last illness she said to a friend, 
if she could but feel sure she was right for 
eternity sbe could leave all. Her hosband 
and friends who visited her, " Sorrow not., 
even a.s o\bers which have no hope." She 
was interred in Southgate Cemetery on 
April 30th, being previously taken into 
Providence Chapel. lllr. Gentle, of Bowes 
Park, offlciat,ed. and spoke encouragingly to 
her sorrowing family, all of whom (nine) 
followed her remains to their la.st resting 
pJace.-T. A. 

HENRY COUSENS. 
The deceased, who was born a.t Chichester 

in the yerir 1821, ea.me to London when a. 
youth, and was led to attend the ministry 
of the late :Mr. Stodut, a Congregational 
minister in the East of London, whose 
Sunday-school he attended ; and, under 
the tea.ching of Mr. Smith, hi• Sunday
school tea.cher, and hearing a sermon from 
the text in Matthew-separating the sheep 
from the goats,-he was Jed to embrace 
Chrlll as bis Saviour and join the Church, 
being then 16 years of age. After sitting 
under this ministry for a few years he WILi! 
led to attend a Strict Baptist Church at 
Stepney, whose then minister was Mr. 
Chamberlain. But being possessed of gifts 
qualifying him to preach the Gospel, he 
soon went out preaching the Word of ever
Ja.sting life in the surrounding neighbour
hood, which was then destitute of the means 
of grace, He was then instrumental in 
building a Baptist Chapel at Bnckhurst 
Hill. where he laboured from 1860 to 1890, 
during which time the Church and congre
gation presented him with a gold watch and 
silver tea eer,,jce as a mark of their esteem 
and a:ffection for him, he meanwhile sup
porting himself by his wordly calling so as 
not to be a burthen to the Cburch. Owing 
to de..!lining yea.re he wa.s 1 eome years since, 
Jed to resi;i-n his pastorate, and employed hie 
leisure boura in writing articles. which from 
time to time aP,peared in the columns of the 
"E. V. & G. H.' He was a liberal supporter 
and kind friend to many of the Lord's aged 
di,ciples, by whom he will long be remem
bered. In the month of February la.st he 
was seized with his last illness. which. after 
three months, provedfatal,and he gradually 
sank, being hardly conscious and almost 
speechless up to the time of his death, which 

took place on the 9th of May le.st.. Bis 
remains were interred at Manor Po.rk 
Cemetery on 12th of Me.y, our brother 
Gibben, who was one of his oldest friends, 
with several others, being present on the 
occasion. 

MRS. HARRIET FRYER 
wo.s called home on May 23rd. 1902, In her 
78th year. Herself and husband. previous to 
joining the Ohurch at Blakenham, were 
members at the Metropolitan Tabernacle. 
On October 7th, 1877, havlnR given a satis
factory account of their call by grace, &c., 
they were received into fellowship :with the 
Church at Blakenbam, and remained so 1111 
death. Mr. Fryer died in May, 1891. Our 
dear sister lived a. useful, happy, consistent 
life. n was a very great pleasure o.t times 
at the prayer-meeting to heo.r her pour out 
her soul unto God in prayer. She !loved 
Zion a.nd sought its welfare, Through 
affliction she was conftned to her home 
about six months. The Lord Jesus o.nd His 
promises were very sweet and precious. 
She knew whom she had believed. The 
verse on her memorial card is expressive 
of her:-

"She loved and followed the Saviour while 
here, . 

And sweetly He shielded her soul from 
· all fear; · 

She felt no alarm when Death stood by 
her side, 

But was pla.cid and ea.Im, for her.Saviour 
had died." 

Her mortal remains were interred on May 
30th in the burying-ground at Blakenham 
by the side of her late husband. Mr. W. H. 
Ranson ably offlciated.-111. A. MOORE, 

JAKES KlNG, ~ 
a.ged 68 years, entered his eternal rest on 
May 2nd, after a short but/ainfnl illne88, 
For forty years our departe friend was a 
constant worshipper with the Lord's people 
a.ssembling at the Strict Baptist Ohapel, 
Bierton, Bucks. Although he was not a 
member of the visible Church be was one 
who feared the Lord and loved very dearly 
the joyful sound of the Gospel of"redeeming 
love and grace. The mercies God bestowed 
upon him made him humble. Hie only hope 
of salvation was Qod's free grace, and the 
finished work of Jesus Christ. Just before 
be pa88ed away be said: 

"Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillowli are." 

Mr. H. S. Boulton, of Ohelmsford, conducted 
the funeral service, on May 9th, in the 
Baptist Ohapel, Bierton, where a. large 
number of sorrowing friends gathered. At 
the closa of the service in the chapel the 
friends wended their we.y to the church
yard, where Mr. Boulton committed the 
mortal remains to the grave. The Lord 
bless and comfort the mourners and His 
Cause at Bierton. Amen.-H. S. B. 

GEORGE PRATT. 
We have had another death amongst ns. 

making three in six months. The Lord Is 
calling them home one by one. On May 22, 
George Pro.t t died at the age of 70 years. 
Our brother Pratt was a consistent member 
amongst us for about thirty yean,, one 
whom we shall miBB much, as be was one 
of those Christiane who was always in his 
place whenever the doors were open, unless 
sickness or duty prevented him. He was, 
previous to coming here, a member in 
Bedfordshire. He was interred on the 25th 
at Kimberworth. Our brother Lawton was 
helped to speak with much comfort to the 
bereaved family, who were present in the 
evening, from 1 Obron. iv. 9.-A. T. PRIOE. 



~~t ffl'.s tJ ra;. 
BY E. 1\-IITOHELL. 

(Concluded from page 200). 

"Continuing instant in prayer."-Rom. xii. 12. 

WE resume our meditation ,on this Gospel precept. In our last paper 
we considered prayer as being important as an evidence; an 

exercise; and a means of grace. We come now to the precPpt itself
we are exhorted to continue in this precious, God-glorifying, and soul
profiting exercise. The text is 

A GRAOJOUS DIREOTION 

to the poople of God. All who have any pretentions to be spiritual 
worshippers of God are agreed with respect to the importance of prayer; 
we wish we could think that all were "continning instant in prayer." 
" Continuing instant" is but one word in the original, and its meaning 
is thus defined by Bullinger : "To be strong or firm towards any thin_q, 
to endure or persevere in or with, to be continually in with or near any 
person or thing." "Continuing steadfastly in prayer," is the rendering 
of the Revised-Version. The word "instant" comes from the Latin 
"instans ''-pressi1;1g ; urgent. The meaning is sufficiently clear-a 
steadfast, pressinl!', urgent continuance in prayer is, we think, intended. 

Continuance is necessary in every department of our holy religion. 
View it as afaith, we must continue in it "to the close of life. Thus 
Paul in Col. i. 21-23, « And you, that were sometimes alienated and 
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now bath He reconciled in 
the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and nnblamable 
and unreprovable in Hie sight ; if ye continue in the faith grounded 
and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the Gospel." It 
is the mark of the rocky ground hearers that they " for a while believe, 
and in time of temftation fall away" (Luke viii. 13). These are said 
to" have no root.' They receive the Word with joy, and seem to 
promise fair, but they do not continite. Regard it as a journey; it is 
he that endures to the end that shall he saved. Consider it as a race, 
those that stop midway, or at any point short of the goal, lose their 
pains; only those who continue to the end of the course receive the 
prize. The stamp on all real religion-the product of the Holy Ghost 
-is that it abides, continues, endures to the end. 

Contimeance in prayer is of the utmost importance. "Men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint;" so teaches our gracious Lord, and 
what He taught He constantly practised Himself. 

" Long as they live should Christians pray ; 
For only while they pra.y they live.'' 

The need for prayer continues. God never entrusts His children 
with a stock of grace or blessings - He is both too wise and too kind 
to do that-He keeps them in His own possession, and bids 118 come to 
Him with every need as it arises. Our enemies, too, are ever busy, 

VoL. LVIII. AuouS'r, 1902. Q 
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both within and without, so that we need constantly to be on the 
watch, _and by prayer call our Captain into the field. Our inbred 
corruptions cannot be subdued apart from prayer; and Satan, our 
great adnrsary " must be whipped by prayer." From whatever 
point we view the Christian life prayer is a constant necessity. 

"If pa.in afflict, or wrongs oppress ; 
If cares distract, or fears dismay; 

If guilt deject, if sin distress; 
The remedy's before thee-pray." 

Believers should not be surprised that they meet with 

STRONG OPPOSITION 

in their endeavours to walk according to this gracious direction. We 
will not question the truth of Cowper's lines that-

" Sa.tan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees.'' 

But we well know that if he trembles at the sight he will fiercely 
assanlt, not only the weakest, but also the strongest saint when in 
prayer. It is our own strong conviction that Satan really fears no one 
but our great Immanuel; and he very fiercely assaulted even Jesus 
Himself when He tabernacled on earth. If the arch adversary trembles 
at the sight of a praying soul, it is because he fears "the Captain of 
our salvation," and not ns. Were he not restrained by our God the 
strongest believer would afford him scarcely a mouthful. Yet, 

"The weakest saint sha.ll win the day, 
Though dea.th a.nd hell obstruct the way." 

For the weakest saint has the Lord with him, and prayer brings in the 
help of Omnipotence. But we should suppose that Satan was ignorant 
of his own business did he not oppose the believer when at the throne 
of grace. Painful as his attempts upon us are, it is not a bad sign that 
we meet with opposition. When prayer is merely formal, or, though 
not exactly formal, only natural or legal, Satan can afford to let it 
pass ; but where it is spiritual and real he will do his worst against it. 

Satan opposes believers when they are praying. He has a thousand 
devices which he brings to bear upon us. He will at times fiercely 
accuse us, and endeavour to stir up unbelieving fears, working upon 
our old legal nature. He takes occasion from the sense we have of 
our own unworthiness to beat down our hC1pe and deject us. He 
misrepresents the character of our Lord Jesus Christ, and would make 
Him out to be a stern Judge ins'ead of a loving Saviour. He charges 
us with hyprocrisy, and not only reminds us of the sins we have com
mitted, but is ready to invent charges, and father his own brats upon 
the di.stre3sed believer. He excites our imaginations, and induces 
wandering, and, not unfrequently, wicked thoughts to arise in our 
minds. In a word He leaves no stone unturned to hinder, thwart, and 
distress the praying soul. The believer thus harassed and confused in 
his mind is apt to think that no one but himself ever trod the path in 
which he is walking. But, tried soul, " the same afflictions are accom
plished. in your brethren that are in the world." Take heart of grace, 
resist your adversary, and continue instant in prayer. 

But ,Srtfan usex many devices to keep us from tlie throne of grace. 
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Very subtle is t'1c old serpent, and, alas, but too frequenUy his subtlety 
is more successful than his open violence. When Balaam found that 
he could not ciirse Israel, or openly _injnre God's people, he craftily 
taught Balak how to seduce them. His craft succeeded where violence 
failed. So Satan puts obstacles in the way of our coming to the throne 
of grace 

" What various hindrances we meet, 
In coming to the mercy-seat; 
Yet who that knows the worth of pray'r, 
But wishes to be often there." 

He makes things lawful in themselves to be obstacles and hindrances to 
us. The men who declined the invitation to the supper pleaded, one 
that be had bought a piece of land, and must go and look at his pur
chase; another had bought five yoke of oxen, and he must go and prove 
them ; and a third had married a wife, and therefore could not attend. 
There was nothing unlawful in any of these things, but lawful things 
become unlawful when they absorb our attention, and prevent us viHiting 
the throne of grace. Satan indeed is ever attempting to entrap the 
believer, and takes a hellish delight in inducing him to commit open 
sin, for thereby disgrace is brought upon the worthy Name whereby he is 
called ; he also is constantly trying to draw the believer into secret 
indulgences ; but he can and does very largely employ things lawful in 
themselves as means to cause us to slacken prayer. We are not ignorant 
of his devices; let us therefore be on the watch against anything and 
everything that deadens prayer. 

We think the apostle's words may be regarded as 

A. STIMULATING EXHOBTA.TION. 

We would urge this upon ourself and upon our readers. "Continuing 
instant-steadfastly-in prayer." Let nothing keep as from the throne 
of grace. We a~ well aware that real prayer must be indited by the 
Spit-it, but the fact that " He helpeth oar infirmities '' surely tends to 
inspire and not restrain prayer. Under the Spirit's gracious influence, 
prayer is fed by meditation, whetted by a sense of our need, and 
enlivened and encouraged by the promises of God. It is our most 
profitable employment, our richest privilege, and our most powerful 
weapon. By means of it we are made spiritually minded, become 
deadened to the world, escape our enemies, increase our health and 
fruitfulness, and obtain the richest and purest enjoyments. Prayer brings 
us to heaven's gate, gives us glimpses of its glories, and enables us 
to hold fellowship with our beloved Lord. It glorifies God, benefits 
man, and enriches the Church. Holy Spirit, engrave this golden 
precept on the fleshy tables of our hearts, and conform us to its teaching 
for our Lord's sake. Amen. 

WAITING.-" Wait patiently on God. It is becoming of a dutiful 
child when he hath not presently what he writes for to his Father, to 
say ,' My father is wiser than I ; his own wisdom will tell him what 
and when to send to me.' Oh, Christian I thy heavenly Father bath 
gracious reasons which hold His hands for the present ; or else thou 
had'st hea1·d fro~ Him ere now."-Giernall. 
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~ipoi;itor,i faptl'fi on tht ®phdl~ to the Jommrn. 
BY (THE LATE) G. W. SHEPHEHD. 

No. 20.-OHAPTER VIIl.-6-13. 
"FOR to be carnally minded is death ; but to be spiritually minded is 

life and peace." The whole world, and particularly the 
professing world is thus clearly divided and broadly distinguished (see 
verse 5). And as a man's faith is the rule of his conduct, it is not 
surprising that to be carnally minded in the one leads to carnality in 
the other ; and the same in respect of the spiritually minded. The 
former state is said to be " death," because all that are t.rusting to the 
works of the law are dead through its sentence, as well as morally dead 
in their practice. The latter condition is life and peace. These bless
ings are enjoyed by believing ; and continued by walking with God in 
fellowship and communion, which fellowship is impossible to him that 
walketh in darkness (see 1 John i. 6, 7). He who professes to have 
fellowship with God, while he walks in darkness, "is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him." 

It cannot be otherwise than this--" For the carnal mind is enmity 
against God ; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be." To be carnally minded is directly opposed to r.he law in its letter 
and spirit. A man cannot be at the same time carnal and subject to, 
or under the direction of, God's holy law. All that are under the law 
are therefore God's enemies, because they are in rebellion against Him, 
and despise the only way of peace, by the cross. " So then they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God." He could be pleased by_ perfect 
obedience, as He was at first by that of Adam, as He is now by that of 
angels ; but in a sinful state it is impossible fo please Him "without 
faith." The sacrifices of unbelievers are abomination to Him; their 
oblations are vain. He will receive nothing at their hands. Faith 
in Christ is the only ground npon which a sinner can be at peace 
with God. 

From all this . it is evident that a believer is a very different 
character to an unbeliever-is, in fact, a new creature. '· But ye are 
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of Ood dwell 
in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
His. And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness." Of course the statement 
that " ye are not in the flesh " does not mean that a believer is not in 
the body, sometimes called the flesh. But it does mean that he is 
not in a state of nature, and so under the curse ; is not seeking to be 
justified by the law, which is a vain hope; is not under the dominion 
of sin, which ends in destruction. He is in a state of grace, and 
under the protection of the promises of mercy ; he is living by faith in 
Christ, and therefore has nothing to fear from justice ; he is minding 
the Spirit, and living in communion with God. Whether this be so or 
not depends upon whether the Spirit of God or the Spirit of Christ 
dwells in him. The Spirit of God is called also the Spirit of Christ, 
becaurn He reveals Christ to the beli~ver, and forms "Christ in him 
the hope of glory," and the indwelling of this Divine Person is good and 
sufficient evidence that we are united to Christ, redeemed by His blood, 
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jueUfied by ~lie righ~eonsneee, _are at peace with God by Hie atonement, 
are dead to sm by Hie cross, ahve unto God through Hie resurrection, 
freed from the law by Hie finished work, and are made serV'ants to God 
by the influence of Hie reign. 
. Taking all these things into account; there remains bnt one more 
item to complete this section of the epistle. We refer to the present 
condition of the body, which this side the grave retains all the evil 
c1:msequences of the fall. This matter is dealt with in verses 10 and 11. 
It is affirmed of those in whom the Spirit of Christ dwells as aforesaid, 
that "the body is dead because of sin." Not only is it not a partaker 
of the change the heart has undergone, but is also subject to 
dissolution because of. the original sin of Adam. This accounts for the 
conflict between flesh and Spirit, and is the reason why "we (believers) 
that are in this tabernacle do groan, bP-ing burdened." • But it is no 

• Our author attributes the conflict which all believers are sensible of to 
the fa.cfi that the body " retains all the evil consequences of the fall." The 
conflict then would be simply between soul and body. This we venture to 
think is contrary to both truth and fact. In our judgmentjlesh and Spirit, as in 
Gal. v. 17,-" The.flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit aga.inst the.flesh: 
and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that 
ye would," do not repl"esent the natural body and the so1d of a believer. To us 
they appear to represent the. renewed part and. the unrenewed part in the 
Christian. It is quite true that the bodily appetites are avenues of temptation, 
and·in so far as they are inordinate, are sinful, but flesh includes much more 
than the things that pertain to the body. Some of the worst sins are of a 
spiritual kind-there is a filthiness of spirit as well as of flesh. Indwelling sin 
infects every faculty of the soul, as well as the appetites of the body. Were 
the body alone infected asceticism would be the proper remedy. Such a Scripture 
as Rom. xii. 1,-" Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God;" would be an anomaly if the body remained under the power and 
dominion of sin. · Rom. vi, 12, 13, shows very clearly that the body does not 
retain all the evil consequences of the fall. " Let not sin reign therefore 
in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield 
ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin ; but yield your
selves unto God as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness unto God." As our author, quoting from 1 Cor. 
vi. 20, himself says, we are bound "to glorify the Lord in our body, and in our 
spirit, which a.re His." The body as well as the soul is benefited by salvation, 
but much yet remains to be done for .both, but especially for the body. We 
think the following quotation presents the meaning of the 10th and 11th verses. 
"Your bodies indeed are not exempt from the death which sin brought in, but 
your spirits even now have in them an undying life ; And if the Spirit of Him 
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, even these bodies of you,s, 
though they yield to the last enemy and the dust of them return to the dust ·as 
it was, shall yet experieJ].ce the same resurrection as that of their living Head, 
in virtue of the same Spirit in you that quickened Him."• It can hardly be 
said that the body "retains all the evil consequences of the fall,'' when Sa.tan 
has been ejected, and the Holy Ghost has made it His temple and a.bode. We 
add another quotation on this glorious passage from Bishop Moule's exposition. 
" That ' frail temple ' (the body), once so much defiled and so defiling, is now 
precious to the Father because it is the habitation of the Spirit of His Son. 
Nor only so; that same Spirit, who, by uniting us to Christ, made actual o~r 
redemption, shall surely, in ways to us 1;1nknown, carrv the process_ to its 
glorious crown, and be somehow the efficient ea.use of ' the redemption of 
our body,'" 

Wonderful is this deep characteristic of the Scripture; its Gospel for the 
body. In Christ the body is seen to be something far different from the mere 
clog, or prison, or chrysalis of the soul. It is its destined implement, may ~e 
not say its mighty wings in prospect, for the life of glory. As invaded by sm 

• D. Brown. 
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contradiction to the general statement of om· rleliverance from the 
consequences of sin by the work of Christ ; "for the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness." J<'aith lays hold of the righteousness of Christ, 
and even now enjoys the consciousness of life eternal through it ; con
siders its accomplishment as regards the body, as simply deferred; and 
waits patiently for the redemption of that also from the power of the 
grave. Death to the believer is not the punishment for sin, but deliver
ance from the last traces of its existence-is not a judgment, but a 
mercy ; and viewed in this light, "mortality is swallowed up of life." 

" But if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell 
in you, He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you." The prospect held 
forth is of such dazzling splendour that the gloom of the. grave is not 
dense enough to obscure it. " The Spirit of Him that raised up Christ 
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies." The fact of our 
resurrection is frequently taught iu Scripture ; but the mode of it is 
nowhere so clearly explained as in this passage. The Agent will be the 
same as in regeneration, viz., the Holy Spirit. The operation will be the 
same: "He shall also quicken." This is exactly what He does to the 
soul in the new birth ; and, as a consequence, the natural man is made 
a spiritual man. 1'he body shall undergo the same change in resurrec
tion which the soul previously underwent in regeneration ; both shall 
then be spiritual ; the body shall be in sympathy with the emotions of 
the soul, and both shall be eternally employed in celebrating the praises 
of the Redeemer. 

" Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after 
the flesh. J<'or if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die : but if ye through 
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live." This brings 
us to the general conclusion of all that has been said since the commence
ment of the sixth chapter. The digression is a long one ; but not too 
long for the importance of the subject The system of free-grace 
advocated by the apostle bas been in all ages assailed by the carnal, the 
Pharisee, and the hypocrite, as leading to licentiousness ; and, under the 
mask of pretended sanctity, has been held up to opprobium. J<'rom 
these vile attacks the apostle haB successfolly vindicated the truths he 
pleads for, and shown that they, and they atone, are the fountain and 
spring of true holiness ; that even if actuated by no higher motive than 
self-intere;:t the believer can only LIVE as life is worth living to him in so 
far as he "mortifies the deeds of the body." But the incentive is as far 
higher than this as the heavens are above the earth. We are such 
" debtors to Him that loved us, bled fur us, died for us, and bas placed 
us eternally beyond the reach of all condemnation, that quite apar~ from 
all the advantage to ourselves, we should consider ourselves, who were 
once "carnal sold under sin" as '' bought with a price," and so bound 
" to glorify Him in our body, and in our spirit, which are His." 

it must needs pass through either death or, at the Lord's return, &:ri ~quivalent 
transfiguration. But as created in God's plan of human n!"ture it i~ for ever 
congenial to the soul, nay, it is necessary to the soul's full action. And whatever 
be the mysterious mode (it is absolutely hidden from us as yet) of the event of 
~he Resurrection, this we know, if only from this Oracle, that the glory ff the 
immortal body will have profound relations with the work of God m the 
sanctified soul. No mere material sequences will bring it about. It will be 
"because of the Spirit dwelling in you," as your power for holiness in ChriRt. 
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THE METAPHORS OF PAUL'S EPISTLES. 
No. 4.-Agricultural."' 

BY w. H. ROSE. 

DR. ADAM tells us, in bis most interesting work on Roman 
Antiquities, that the Romans were so devoted to airriculture that 

their most illustrious commanders were sometimes called from the 
plough. To be a good hnsbandman was accounted the highest praise. 
Indeed some of the noblest families derived their surnames from the 
particular kinds of grain, &c., which they cultivated, e.g., the Lentuli 
(lentils), the Fabii (beans), the Pisones (peas). Plutarch says in his 
Life of the famous Grecian General Pbilopremen : " He endeavoured to 
improve his own estate the justest way in the world, by agriculture I 
mean." The note in Langhorne's edition of Plutarch is worth quoting: 
" Columella says agriculture is akin to philosophy. It does, indeed, 
afford a person who is capable of speculation an opportunity of medita
ting on nature; and such meditations enlarge the mind." The pre
exilian Jews, as Professor G. Adam Smith points out, were essentially 
an agricultural people. The writings of psalmist and prophet alike 
abound with allnsions to the varied pursuits of the husbandman. The 
high estimation in which husbandry was held generally in the olden days 
gives added interest to the metaphors drawn from that industry by the 
Apostle Paul. "Speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee" (Job 
:xii. 8). 

As a starting point for our presPnt study let us note the apostle's 
metaphorical use of the word " fruit." The rich productiveness of the 
Gospel at ColoBBe and elsewhere is thus referred to : "The truth of the 
Gospel ... bringeth forth fruit" (Col. i. 5, 6), (R.V., "Bearing 
fruit nnd increasing") corresponds to Mark iv. 8, "And other (seed) fell 
on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased." The 
vitality of the Gospel can never decay : it is the "incorruptible seed." 
Sown by the Spirit in congenial soil it will never fail, in due season, to 
thrive and fructify. There is a hint in ver. 10, "Ye being fruitful in 
every good work," that the measure of Gospel seed in the heart will be 
the proportion of Gospel fruit in the life. The characteristie fruit
bearingness of the Spirit is set forth in Gal. v. 22 : " The fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace," &c. The operation of n11tural law obtains in 
the spiritual sphere : '' The fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind." 
They who possEss the Spirit will resemble the Spirit. "Wherefore by 
their fruits ye shall know them." The strong san_quinsness of Paul's 
spirit seems to be alluded to in Rom. :xvi. 5 : " Salute my well-beloved 
Eprenetus, who is the firstjruits of Achaia (Asia, R.V.) unto Christ." 
" Firstfruits " is a favourite expression with the apostle, and is generally 
used by him in its primary significance, viz., the earnest of the harvest. 
The calling of Eprenetus was to Paul's vision the beginning of a glorious 
ingatheriug of precious souls in pro-consular Asia. Would that we 
honoured the purpose and power of God by seeking to cherish in our 
ministry what Mr. Jowett ca_lls "apostolic optimism!" "Only one 
addition to the Church this year," complained certain Scotch elders. 

* For the purpose of this article the term agricultural is used in the widest 
possible sense; · 
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" But I expect the Lord will do g1·eat things by Robert," replied the 
und,umted minister, and fifty years of spiritual labour in Bechuanaland 
by Moffat justified his expectations The sweet refreshingness of Christian 
q{fection and thought is beautifuliy depicted in Phil. iv. 10. "Your care 
of me hath flouri.shed again," literally, "as trees sprouting again in 
spring." Bengel observes: "The deputation from the Pbilippians seems 
to have been appointed in spring, from which, accordingly, the metaphor 
is taken." So the welcome gift is spoken of as "fruit" in ver. 17. To 
the weary prisoner of Christ at Rome the love and sympathy of the 
saints at Philippi-among them the goaler, and, perhaps, Lydia-came 
with all the freshness and fragrance of spring breeze and scent. There 
is apparemly a delicate play on the name Euodia, ver. 2, in a " sweet 
smetl," ver. 18 ; Euodia meaning "fragrance, or sweetness." May the 
car.i fur soi:ne needy friend" sprout again " as these sentences are read ! 
The reflex enrichingness of benevolenee is illustrated in 2 Cor. 9, 10, R.V. 
"And He that supplieth seed to the sower and bread for food, shall 
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the fruits of your 
righteousness." In ver. 6 the proportion between sowing and reaping is 
emphasised. Here the idea is that "the reward of beneficence is the 
increase of the means wherewith to be beneficent." " He shall multiply 
your seed for sowing," not for storing. How di.1ferent this· from the 
vulgar notion of being charitable to get rich ! 

From " fruits" we come to '' roots." " Rooted in Him '' (Col. ii. 7). 
This, with the connected metaphor, "built up,'' suggests the twofold. 
idea of fixity and development. " Stablisbed in the faith and abounding 
therein." The abiding root is essential to the abounding fruit. "Israel 
shall cast forth (marg. 'strike') bis roots as Lebanon. His branches 
shall spread" (Hosea xiv. 5, 6). It is saiJ that the depth of the roots 
of the cedar of Lebanon corresponds to the height of its branches. 
Cedar roots are needed for Lebanon storms. To bear up against the 
stress and strain of every adverse " wind of doctrine " the Colossian 
believers needed to have the roots of their faith and love deeply embedded 
in the soil of Christ's all-sufficing sacrifice and all-pervading power. 
(See chap. i. 14-20). So rooted, the saints have survived the fi~rcest 
hurricanes of persecution and pain. The nature of the soil has an rnflu
ence on the life of what is planted therein. The magnificent vine at 
Hampton Court owes much to the alluvium of the adjacent _Thames. 
When the roots of the believer's convictions, motives, affect10ns and 
desires strike deeply into and draw largely from the enriching soil of 
Calvary he will not only know that he has life, but that he bas it.'.'. more 
abuudantly." An almost similar idea is presented in Ephes. 111. 17: 
" That ye, being rooted in love," &c. Is this the mutual lov~ ?f the 
saints, as in chap. i. 15, or Christ's love for the Church ? The 1d1om ~f 
the Genevan Ver. in Phil. i. 8 favours the former view. "For God 1s 
my record how I long after you all from the very heart root in Jesus 
Christ." Such deep, strong love keeps friendship firm and fresh, ~s the 
soil both holds and feeds the roots. The two views are beautifully 
blended by Dr. Dale thus : " To apprehend the love of Christ we must 
be filled with love ; and yet it is the apprehension of Christ's love ?Y 
which love is inspired and perfected." The "root" metaphor is used m 
Rom. xi. 16-18 to enforce the obligations of the Gentiles to the Jews. 
·• lf the root be holy so are the branches ; . . . thou parto.kest of the 
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root; ••• thou bee.rest not the root but the root thee." There was a 
danger lest the Gentile converts at Rome should become " wise in their 
own conceits" <ver. 25), and forget or ignore the posirion and function 
of the Jew in the plan of the ages. '' What advantage then hath the 
Jew? Mach every way: first of all that they were entrusted with the 
oracles of God" (chap. iii. 1, 2, R.V.) "Whose are the fathers, and of 
whom as concerning the flesh Christ came " ( chap. ix. 5 ). For Gentile 
Christians to boast themselves against the Jews is as unnatural and 
ungrateful as for the branch to boast against the root from which it 
derives its sap and strength. The writer was once speaking in this 
strain to a Jewish shopkeeper in the East-end of London when a Jewess 
present remarked: " It isn't often that a Christian speaks so kindly of 
our people." In the house of a certain friend hangs a card bearing 
the words,: "To the Jew first" (Rom. i. 16). Can He whc, said, 
"Beginning at Jerusalem," be unconcerned abont our neglect of this 
order?· 

The process of "grafting" is employed in the foregoing passage to 
illu1trate the singularity of God's grace and the destiny of Israel. The 
Gentiles ·are represented (vers. 17, 24) by a "wild olive tree," and the 
Jews, principally " the fathers" ( ver. 28), by the "good olive tree " with 
its "fatness." Many natural branches of the good olive tree were '' cnt 
off "-the rejectors of the Messiah,-and many branches of the wild 
olive tree were grafted, "contrary to nature," in their places. The usual 

_ method is to g1·aft the imperior cutting upon the inferior stem : here 
that method is reversed; •• wild b} nature," but now "partakers of the 
root and fatness of the olive tree." Hence the exuberant phrases used 
by Paul _concer_ning the calling of the Gentiles to be fellow-heirs and of 
the same body with the commonwealth of Israel. But "according to 
the election of grace " the natural branches are being, and shall yet be 
more abundantly, grafted into their own olive tree (ver. 24). The 
reports of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel among the Jews 
furnish the ~est commentary of all upon this subject. Write to Mr. 
~evinson (the Secretary) for one, and read it by the side of ~his chapter 
in Romans. 

In 1 Oor. ix. 9, 10, we have a series of agricultural metaphors 
sugge~ting the work and reward of ministers of the Gospel. The ox 
treading out the corn, the ploughman cutting the furrows, the thresher 
wielding the flail. The apostle is maintaining his personal right to be 
supported by the Churches to which he ministered. (But this right, 
however, he purposely waived, especially in the case of Corinth, where it 
seems some imputed mercenary motives to him.) "Even so hath the 
Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel should live of the 
Gospel'' (ver. 14). He appeals to the humane provision in the law of 
Moses : " Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out 
the corn " (Deut. xxv. 4). God forbade the muzzle of stinginess for a 
laborious ox ; how much more for a strenuous preacher ? " If we have 
sown unto you spiritual things, is i~ a great thing if we s~all reap roar 
carnal things?" (ver. 11). What 1s corn for the body m compartson 
with food for the soul ? A pastor's work and stipend should not be 
regarded by himself or the Church as a question of quid pro quo, but as 
a matter of un(l'rudging service on the one side, and of grateful acknow
ledgment on the other. The writer, personally, has no complaint to 

R 
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!Dake°;_ but he would, for the sake of othere,,reapectf'nfly point. out the 
mcons1stency of some people who pray, "That Thy servant may have 
souls for his hire" while they ........ perhaps with a sublime idea of his 
t'thneality!-forgetthat he also needs bread for himself, wife and bairns. 
If the ox could transfer the mui!zle to the mouth of the husbandman 
what a difference it would make to the feelings of the latter I 

The mention of the ox suggests the metaphorical use of the "goad " 
in Acts xxvi. 14, R.V. : "Saul, Saul, it is hard for thee to kick against 
the goad." This was the long, sharp~pointed stick with which the 
ploughman drove his yoked _oxen (the Ro.mane. called i.t '' stimuhi~ "). 
A stubborn, refractory ammal would ki(lk vigorously _ as the . goad 
pricked his flesh. So had the arch-persecutor of: Christ's discip1es 
behaved. Pricked _by the_ goads of· ~artyr ~tim~ni~ t? the. desp~sed 
Nazarene, Saul resisted with all the might of Pham1a1c zeal-and pride. 
"I was exceedingly mad against them.'' Their very-patience 11.iid m~k
ness exasperated him. When reviled they reviled not again, and 'for 
stones they returned prayers for the stoilers. •, But all in vain was his 
resistance, for there came at last a "prick," the pain of which brought 
him exhausted to the ground. " Why persecutest thou ME ? " Well 
might the apostle write afterwards : " Howbeit for· this cause , I 
obtained mercy, that in me as chief might Jesus Christ show forth all 
His longsuffering" (1 Tim. i. 16, R.V. J. Does not the Lord's use of 
this metaphor shew, what some controversial spirits ignore, that divine 
grace is invincible for the reason that it is resistible ? . . 

In a figure of speech borrowed fr~m- agriculture Paul ·indicates the 
relation which the Church at Corinth sustained to God. "Ye are God's 
tilled land," -literally, "God's farm." (1 Cor. iii. 9, R.y. marg.) How 
suggestive of the "good ground,"• - enclosed,_. cultivated, planted, 
protected! But the primary significance of the metaphor as here used, 
is to exhibit the reciprocal connection between the various labourers on 
the farm. One plants, another waters; but -though the occupations 
differ in kind, they co-operate towards-the same end; viz.: the enrich
ment of the estate. " lie that planteth and he that watereth ii.re one," 
Paul had planted and Apollos had watered at Cormth ; but both of them 
recognised that the resulting increase was of God.. Why then the 
laudation of one, to the depreciation of the other ? Paul's work at 
Corinth as " planter" was much more lahorious than that of Apollos ; and 
yet such is his humility that he is willing for Apollos to be placed on an 
equality with himself. The profit of the Husbandman was of far greater 
importance to the apostle than his own precedence, an.d every labourer 
on God's farm worth his salt will be of the same mind. Should a dis
couraged labourer read this paper, may the Divine Comforter help him 
to ponder ver. 8: "Every man shall receive his own reward according to 
his own labour." Honest labour, not splendid success, is the ground of 
gracious recognition. The eloquence of Apollos might put Paul into the 
shade for a moment with some ; but the Lord of the harvest would not 
forget the patient toil of the latter at Corinth, amidst difficulty and 
danger, for eighteen months. See Acts xviii. .1-11. · 

The inviolable law of agriculture that " Whatsoever a man soweth 
that shall he also reap," is adapted for the enforcement of spiritual 
truths in Gal. vi. 7, 8. Luther, Calvin, Gill, und others restrict the 
application of the paBBage to the support of ministers. The view of 
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eome seems to be that he who, selfishly sowing to his own flesh (R.V.) 
declines to provide him that teacheth in the Word with all good things, 
ver. 6, shall reap only corruptible things. But he who, actuated by 
spiritual motives, devotes his substance to the work of the Spirit in the 
ministry shall reap spiritual results, even life everlasting. While not 
absolutely opposing this teaching, the writer ventures to submit that the 
principle of ver. 8 has a far wider range of application. The terms 
" the flesh " and " the spirit," occur in several other parts of the epistle, 
in relation to character and conduct generally ; why not in this place 
too? Again, may not the caution" Be not deceived" ver. 7, be con
nected with the statement "he deceiveth himself," ver. S? Surely it is 
terrible self-deception to expect to reap "something " from " nothing," 
or to reap spiritually where we have sown carnally I "Whatsoever a 
man soweth that-in kind and measure-shall he also reap." "Eternity 
expands the seed sown in time." "We sow a thought, and reap an act; 
an act, and reap a habit ; a habit, and reap a character ; a character, 
and reap a destiny." We must not allow warped v_iews of Divine Sov
reignty to obscure the generative process and retributive result of sin; 
Impenitent men "treasure up unto themselves wrath against the day of 
wrath." See Rom. ii. 4, et seq. Eternal punishment is not an arbitrary 
infliction: it is a natural sequence. (We speak of'' the con-sequences of 
sin "). He who sows sin must reap sorrow. By divine grace, the same 
laws of sequence and correspondence obtain ~ith z:egard to sowing to the 
Spirit. In the words of F. W. Robertson : " Reward is not the result of 
merit. It is, in the order of graQe,. the..Jla.tural consequence of well
doing. It is life becoming more life. . • An act of lo..-e makes the soul more 
loving. A deed of humbleness deepens humblen!JSS. , '.rh.9 thing reaped 
is the very thing sown, multiplied a hundred-fold. You have sown a 
seed of life-you reap Life everlasting.'; "For to be carnally minded is 
death, : " i.e., in the sense of doom, so B_ishpp MoJJle explains in the Cam
bridge Bible. '' But to be spiritually minded is. life and peace." "The 
end of those things, whereof ye are now ashamed, is death : now·ye have 
your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life." 

The glorious doctrine of the resurrection in 1 Cor. xv. ·is expressed in 
agricultural pqrases. " Christ is become the firstfruits ef them that 
slept" ver. 20. " Christ the firstfruits ; afterward they that are Christ,'s 
at His coming." ver. 23. The metaphor intimates tliat just as the 
divine acceptance of the firstfruits of corn and vintage was t_he pledge of 
the ingathering of the whole crop answering to·the firstfruits ; so the 
resurrection of the Saviour is botb the guarantee end the pR.ttern of the 
resurrection of the saved. "Many bodies of the·saints which slept, arose 
and came out of the graves a/tor His resurrection.'' Matt. xxvii. 52, 53. 
Does not the note of time suggest that these bodies were like that of the 
risen Lord Himsel( ? That being so, would they not accompany Him 
to glory, proofs that He had by conque3t "the keys of death and of 
Hades'' R.V. ? The terms " sown " and " raised" 1 Cor. xv. 42, 44-, 
blessedly divest the graves of believers of terror and gloom by transform
ing them, in hope, into the scene of harvest fruition and joy. WP. are 
persuaded that He is able to guard the seed which we have committed 
unto Him against that day. What a relief from metaphysical specula
tions it is to gaze on a waving corn-field and repeat the simple words of 
verses 37, 38 : "Thou sowest not that body that_shaHbe, but bare grain, 
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it may chance of wheat, or some other grain ; but God giveth it n body 
as it bath pleased Him, and to every seed his own body." We sow a 
seed, and a plant appearB ; but the plant though different in appearance 
answers to the nature of the seed. It was "Jesus Himself," though 
"He appeared in another form." Compare Luke xxiv. 15, and Mark 
xvi. 12. We shall be raised as men, not a~ angels. However glorious 
our transformation our human identity will survive and abide. 

" Our knowledge of that life is small, 
The eye of faith is dim," 

but, through grace, our flesh shall rest in hope-hope derived from these 
blissful assurances:-" This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven." "From whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation that it may 
be conformed to the body of His glory." 

n Christ is risen, Christ the :firstfruits 
Of the holy harvest field, 

Which will a.II its full abundance 
At His second coming yield. 

Then the golden ears of harvest 
Will their heads before Him wave; 

Ripened by Bis glorious sunshine 
From the furrows of the grave.'' 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

Feathered Folk. No. 8.-Eagles and their Fraternity. 

EAGLES belong to thefalcon tribe, of which there are about four 
hundred different species, including vultures, kites, and hawks of 

various kinds. They are well-known birds of prey, and are found in 
the warmer parts of the old world, and in America also, though occa
sionally they travel into colder regions in search of food. Vultures are 
by no means pretty or prepossessing, either in appearanc<!, or habits, 
living as they do upon carrion; still, by a wonderful arrangement of 
Providence, they are very useful ( especially in the countries where they 
most abound), in eating up the dead animals which would otherwise so 
fearfully contaminate the air. It has been debated whether they hunt 
chiefly by the aid of sight or smell, but the most likely explanation of 
their quick discovery of prey µi, that they are helped by both, and if the 
keen eye or scent of one vulture leads it to descend upon a. carcase, a 
second, a third, and before long quite a host of other vultures follow 
suit. and soon devour every eatablf> morsel. 

The Black Vulture inhabits the South of Europe, and in cold weather 
will visit some parts of India, and even China. It prefers trees to rocks 
for nesting places, and usually lays one egg, very seldom two. It is 
about 3ft. 6in. long, entirely black, the bare head and neck of a dis
coloured fleshy hue. The Griffon also belongs to South Europe, and one 
was taken in Britain, near Cork Harbour; its range also extends to 
India N.W. Its colour is tawny brown, growing redder in more 
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eastern regions. One taken in Africa wa, sent to the British Museum. 
Griffons feed on locusts, tortoises, dead fish and carrion, indeed nothing 
ae~ms to _come amiss to them, and as they can endure a long/ast, and 
enlJOY a big/east, they are marvellously adapted for their peculiar life, 
enabling them to await supplies, and quickly devour them in large 
quantities when obtainable. They nest on rocks, have a grand way of 
flying, and appear to have been held in veneration by the Egyptians, 
who sometimes embalmed them, and represented them on their monu
ments. The Egyptian vulture, sometimes called "Pharaoh's chicken," 
is not more than 2½ft. long, and a good scavenger, with white general 
plumage and black wings, the young ones being brown; it will eat almost 
anything, however nasty. 

The American vultures comprise the Condor, King, and Turkey 
vulture. Condors are large, about 3ft. 6in. long, the closed wing 
measuring nearly thirty inches. They are mostly black, with grey tints 
in the wings, and have a white ruff of soft down around the neck. They 
will eat sickly and helpless small animals, and several will unite to kill 
a larger one if it happens to be weak and unable to defend itself. Their 
chief weapon is their powerful bill, as their feet are too weak to accom
plish much either in the wounding or carrying of prey. The expanse of 
the spread wings of large condors is eight or nine feet. An egg hatched 
by a common hen was sat upon by her for six weeks and two days. 

The King Vulture is the prettiest of them all, the head and neck 
being covered with " caruncles " of fleshy excrescences of orange purple 
and crimson colour, the plumage being mostly delicate fawn or cream. 
It· is rather more particular in its food than some of its relations, and 
loves to sit and roost in the tops of trees. The Turkey vultures frequent 
desert places, as many dead animals are found there; their plumage is 
purplish black, and when they find the "king" vultures feeding, they 
do not attempt to touch the prey till " their Majesties " have withdrawn 
from the repast. 

Between vultures and true eagles come the Bearded Eagles, whose 
name, "Lammergeier," is derived from two Greek words which mean 
vulture and eagle, and truly describes the curious bird. He is said to 
have a very ugly countenance, with his black beard, reddish breast, long 
dark tail and dreadful eyes, and, though a cowardly bird, he is credited 
with pushing lambs, kids, and even men off the rocks if he finds them 
in any dangerous position; and, by whirling round an animal that is 
grazing near a precipice, to worry and torment it till it runs to the edge 
of the abyss, into which he will push it if possible by a. stroke of its 
strong wings. Flying down upon his fallen victim he begins by picking 
out its eyes, and then tears and devours its body. Only small animals 
can be carried away by it, as its feet and claws are not strong in pro
portion to its size. Marrow bones are one of its favourite dishes, it 
swallows them whole when not too large, or breaks them and gets out 
the marrow; so often the bearded eagle gets his share of the feast when 
other vultures have finished. 

True eagles usually swoop down upon living animals, and either 
carry them away in their powerful talons, or else kill and eat them on 
the spot. The Golden Eagle, so called from the hue of the neck feathers 
of the mature bird, is a grand looking creature, with his keen, bright 
eyes and powerful flight; but even he is said to be somewhat cowardly, 
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a,saulting the WE:.ak, but shrinking from the strong,' and givrng way 
before a smaller bird 'than himself, if that other is determined and 
braw. Besides the " Golden," there are the "Imperial," '' Kite," and 
other eagles; the first two are foand in Palestine, but it seems that the 
eagles mentioned in the Bible were probably the Griffon vultures ; the 
description given in Job xxxix. 30 about their feeding on the slain, ns 
also Matt. xxiv. 28, and the various references to their rocky dwelling
places, swift flight, and care for their young, will all very correctly 
apply to the Griffon; while the "gier eagle" was very probably the 
Egyptian vulture ; the " ossifrage" the Bearded Eagle,• and some have 
thought the Golden eagle was intended by the "Osprey." They were 
all " unclean birds," and their whole manner of life fully justifies that 
description; yet the Lord condescended to use their paternal affection 
and solicitude as a picture of His own tender care for, and wise and 
gracious dealings with, His people, likening their trials and sorrows to 
the stin'ing up of the nest to make the young ones fly, while the parent 
bird still hovers with out.spread wings beneath the timid nestlings, so 
the Eternal God is ever His people's refuge, and underneath them are 
His everlasting arms. 

But leaving our readers to find and think upon the various texts 
which speak of these wonderful birds of prey, we will conclude with a 
beautiful hymn of dear Cowper, a prayer ~or the young, which we would 
heartily echo on behalf of all who read this page :-

" Gracious Lord, our children see, 
By Thy mercy we a.re free, 
But she.11 these, e.le.s ! remain 
Subjects still of Se.tan's reign? 
Israel's young ones, when of old 

· Phare.oh threatened to withhold, 
Then Thy messenger said, 'No I 
Let the children also go.' _ 

" When the e.ngel of the Lord, 
Drawing forth his dreadful sword, 
Slew with a.n avenging hand 
All the firstborn of the land, 
Then Thy people's doors he p!!,ssed, 

· Where the sign of blood wa.s placed ; 
Hear us now upon our knees, 
Plead the blood of Christ for these. 

"Lord, we tremble, for we know 
How the fierce, malicious toe, 
Wheeling round his watchful flight, 
Keeps them ever in his sight: 
Spread Thy pinions, King of kings, 
Hide them safe beneath Thy wings, 
Lest the ravenous bird of prey 
Stoop a.nd bear the brood a.way." 

And, 0 that each of you may be led to watch and pray, " Lead us no_t 
into temptation, but deliver us from all evil," and from the "evil 

· one." Amen. 

WAITING.-Wait for Christ's appearing. He shall come, as certainly 
as the morning ; as refreshing, as the rain.-Wilcox. 

* Deut. xiv. 12. 
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TRUTHS . OF THE GOSPEL. 
W1tA:T IS REGENERA.TlON ? 

NEW birth, new · lif&-th~ life which is in the Son of God. The 
effectual work of the Divine Spirit in the heart of the dead sinner. 

A miracle of grace ; the triumph -of the Gospel ; the beginning of 
experimental salvation. 

· There was a time, when over a shapeless world, void and dark, there 
sounded forth the clear, unmistakable tones of the voice of Omnipotence. 
There was no answering sound ; but as silence succeeded-swept away by 
the Qesom of God,-the darkness fl.e.d, and there was light. There was a 
time, when in-the midst of a sin-stricken world-a dark, dark age, when 
the minds of men were blinded by ·delusion, hypocrisy, selfishness-that 
the Almighty arm of God was again made manifest. The kingdoms 
of the world were undisturbed, the ritual of the Jews snstained no shock, 
the succession of day and night, the revolution of the years continued, 
wJrile in Bethlehem Qhrist was born. Why didst thou not, 0 earth, 
arise·• to .meet thy descending Lord ? There is a time in Christian 
experience, and in the purpose of God, when silently, unobserved, often 
unrealized by himself, the sinner passes from death unto life. Bat in 
the· heaven of heavens, in the presence of the angels of God, there is 
singing, there is glory,-there is joy, at the triumph of His will, His love, 
His grace. 

The work of God underlies the works of men. The purpose of God 
is concealed but not encumbered by the circumstances of time. It is not 
in vain· that God's children have been taught to pray: " Thy will be 
done ; " the answer is realized by the man of faith. Flesh and blood 
have not accomplished much though generations of men have lived and 
died in succession on this sin-stained earth-though temples of infamy 
have been raised, huge monuments of evil, and thousands have worshipped 
at their godless shrines-though kingdoms of the world, like gilded cars, 
have deluded the admiring gaze of mortals-though commerce, industry, 
science and sport have been promoted by men for their own welfare and 
enjoyment. We must not limit our Creator by the laws with which He 
has limited us. God bath marked boundaries for all inferior things, and 
He recognises no compeer. He accomplishes all things by His will. In 
natural birth we· acknowledge the will of the flesh and of man, but we 
glorify the will of God in the new birth of all His children. When He 
cometh in the clouds the graves will give up their dead and there will be 
the resurrection ; so when He comes secretly as the mystery of the wind, 
into the silent, lifeless heart of the sinner-according to His will there is 
regeneration. 

Though bowed in grief and shame for personal guilt, and with a 
sense of indwelling sin--though bound with the cords of de~th, and held 
by the fetters of the law-though tormented by his awakened conscience 
and harrassed by infernal foes-the new-born soul is yet the abode of 
the pure Spirit of the living God. So real is this_ change that tho_ugh 
there may be no sense of God's pardon, the old desires depart, the thmgs 
before loved are hated, the pleasures of sin no longer satisfy. The life 
of the spotless Lamb of God, though Christ crucified may not by _faith 
be appreciated, is implanted. So pure is that life, such a mighty 
principle of grace, that neither the pollution of the sinner, the powers of 
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the evil world, nor the principalities of hell, are permitted to hafe the 
least contaminating effect upon it: it is the seed of Jehovah-the life 
which is in the Son of God. 

The Lord Jesus Christ was born sinless; His body was prepared for 
Him; He is holy as God is holy. Emmanuel dwelt in this sinful world. 
We adore His matchless Person with whom Adam in fair Eden cannot 
compare. Tempted with sin, He knew no sin. Sorrowing with sinners, 
FI e was separate from sinners. Almighty was He, yet wearied with 
human toils, that He might strengthen His brethren. All evil assaulted 
Him that He might succour them that are tempted. Having endured, 
He gave His life a ransom for many. . 

Ye must be born again. The gift of God is eternal life, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ the Water of Life, the Bread of Life, 
is the only life which can quicken a sinner dead in sin. Partaking of 
His body and His blood by faith, Christ is formed in our hearts. We 
in Christ is Election, Christ in us is Regeneration. 

"Because ye are sons, God serit forth the Spirit of His Son into our 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father" (Gal iv. 6). "He that bath the Son 
hath the Life ; he that bath not the Son of God hath not the Life " 
(1 John v. 12). J. C. B. 

"SELF ABASED, ~ND THE SAVIOUR EXALTED." 

"I ALWAYS feel a suspicion of those converts, who get up and glibly 
boast that once they were drunkards, thieve~, blasphemers, and so 

forth. Brother, if you do tell the story of yonr sin, blush scarlet to think 
it should be true. I am ashamed to ·hear a man talk of his sins as an 
old Greenwich pensioner might talk of his sea-fights. I h!J,te to hear a 
man exhibiting his old lusts as if they were scars of honour. Friend, 
these things are disgraceful to you, however much the putting of them 
away may- be to the honour and glory of God ; and they are to be 
spoken , ,f by you with shame and confusion of face. Afflict your soul 
when you remember what you once were. . . • . 

"Nothing is more healthful than self-abhorrence, mixed with the 
gra•efal love that hides itself in the wounds of Jesus. The purified 
people were to rest; they were to rest from all ser'llile work. I will 
never do a hand's turn to s>Lve myself by my own merits, works, or 
feelings. I ham done for ernr with all interference with my Lord's 
sole work. Salvation as to its meritorious cause is complete ; we will 
not think of beginning it over again; for that would be an insult Lo the 
Saviour. 'It is finished,' saith our Lord Jesus, as He bowed His dear 
triumphant head and gave up the ghost ; and if it is finished we "!ill 
not dream of adding to it. It is finished ; we have no work to do with 
the view of self salvation. But you say to me, ' Have we not to work 
out oar own salvation?' Certainly we have. We are to work out om· 
own salvation, because God works it in as. It is our own salvation, and 
we shew it rorth in oar live~ ; we work it out from within ; we develop 
it from day to day, and let men see what the Lord has done for as. ~t 
must first be worked for us, and then in us, or we can never work it 
out. "-Selected. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOOK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

"Bledsed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who ha.th blessed 
us with e.11 spiri,tua.l blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,"-Eph. i. 8. 

IN reading this Epistle one feels that the Apostle writes with much 
love-a love that had been purified by adversity, trials, arid sorrow. 

Such ·experience called forth the mr,st liberal and large-hearted affection; 
the strongest love, and the greatest sympathy-the noblest qualities of 
his manhood. It is the sufferer who can sympathize, the tried soul that 
can condole -with fellow-sufferers. It is the experienced man who can 
best bear with the weakness and infirmity of his brethren. It is the 
man conscious of his own failings that can exercise patience with his 
fellow-pilgl'ims. I cannot cull to mind one inspired writer who exc::-eded 
Paul in these spiritual, yet human virtues. Very much of this magnifi
cent Epistle abundantly confirms our remarks. His tender solicitude, 
his _intensely earnest and sublime requests on their behalf, reveal most 
fully. what a large placethose Ephesian saints had ia hi3 heart. Does 
not every true and spiritually-minded pastor to-day possess in some 
measilre the same love, tender regard, and anxious concern for his flock? 
-All that is good, true and real in him is joyfully laid on the altar of 
sacrifice and service for the sake of those to whom he by Divine grace 
ministers. 

The Scripture before us is a vast storehouse of immense spiritual 
wealth, and a plenitude of bleesing, so full and inexhaustible that one 
scarcely knows where or how to begin. However, we will make an 
attempt by asking attention to the following observation-

THE DIVINE BENEDICTIONS CONFERRED UPON THE PEOPLE OF GOD. 

·" Who bath blessed us.'' I take it that such words clearly indicate a 
gracious experience. They evidently set forth that the Ephesian saints 
had been privileged to participate in the inestimable benefits of renewing 
·grace, mercy and love. Particular attention should bP. paid to the little 
word " us." This word naturally carries our thoughts backward and 

·forward; backward to the important truth stated in the ~alutation 
called '· saints" and "faithful." As such they were according to various 
statements subsequently penned "accepted," because "chosen," 
"elected,'' " predestinated," and "sealed," as the special objects of 
Divine favour. One other thought we ought to bear in mind, that this 
let~r was written to the Church, and everybody who has studied the 
word ekklesza-Church, must know that it means a called-out assembly : 
and only such gatherings are fit subjects to receive the rich blessings 
called "spiritual" by the Apostle. There are of course temporal blessings 
common to all men alike-the dew of heaven, the fatness of the earth, 
abundance of corn and oil, as enumerated by Moses and other inspired 
writers. Bat the nature of the blessings before us is of a higher order, 
and only ndapted to persons who are specially prepared to receive them. 
They are the production of the Holy Spirit, ~nd are essentially sp~rit-1!-al. 
Do not such blessings include pardon of sms, the peace of behevmg, 
the assurance of faith, the joy of salvation, and a good hope through 
grace ? Does it not further imply the operations of the Spirit in fitting 
the Church militant for the Church triumphant ? What is done for the 
Church is done for each individual believer. 
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It would be well. to note the comprehensiveness of these "spiritual 
blessings " as implied in the word all. This :word suggests the wide 
circle or universality ·of God's superabounding gifts bestowed upon Hill 
<ibildren. It seems to me that this '' all " includes every possible endow
ment, every gift and grace, every kind of comfort, evei·y means of 
strength, every exceeding great and precious promise, every ray of light, 
every thrill of joy, in a word every possible blessing for time and 
eternity. It means the immeasurable abundance of blessing without 
stint, most liberally bestowed upon the heirs of salvation. 

Just a word or two upon their localit.y. These blessings are said to be 
" in heavenly places." One naturally thinks of the dwelling-place of God, 
and the abode of Jesus. We are said to "sit in heav~nly places." The 
question naturally suggests itself, By what means do we poBSess such an 
~xalted privilege ? A little reflection reveals the· answer. Christ's 
-ascension introduces us into the heavenly places. He entered there as 
"our forerunner," and through our relationship and union with Him, 
•• our Citizenship is in heaven." Our treasures are there, our hope is 
there, and our " mind is set on things above ; " our home is there. In 
that home each believer has his seat assigned him, and his crown awaits 
him. For that home he is now "guarded by the power of God." To 
all this most be added the source and centre of all spiritual blessing
which is" in Christ Jesus." "It pleased the Father that in Him all 
fulness should dwell.'' The reason is given that out of" His.fulness 
have all we received grace upon grace." "Manifold grace.'' Every 
possible phase of grace needed in life's journey. All in Christ Jesus, 
in whom every promise is yea and amen to those who are in Him. What 
a plenitude! Truly, Christ does indr:ed make us rich. · 

We proceed to notice-
THE GRATITUDE AND PRAISE WE WILLINGLY RENDER TO GOD. 

" Blessed be the God and Father." It is by no means singular for these 
good men to pause in their discourses in order to give expression to their 
pent-up feelings. Their minds were so full of thti subject, their concep
tions so clear, that the magnitude of such spiritual blessings gave ris,e to 
ascriptions of praise to the Giver. Paul and Peter expressed them
selves in the same language - "Blessed be God I" , How .full of 
meaning are these words to the children of God I yet we venture t~ say 
that when a man feels that be possesses these transcendent blessmgs, 
gratitude will well up within like a bubbling spring of water. The 
blessed experimental enjoyment of them will undoubtedly produce con
stant praise. Like the royal singer, he will call upo1;1 his soul and all 
within him to praise God! One thing we may just note, viz., "all God's 
works praise Him, but His saints bless Him." 

So the participation of these spiritual blessings will lead us i~ 
thanksgiving to God. We shall invite our friend~ to help us.to magn~fy 
and exalt His name together. When we consider that all these rich 
blessings are bestowed on us by virtue of our Lord's ascension, surely 
we will bless Him because He bath blessed us! 

When we reflect on the past, I mean our utter poverty and destitu
tion, the pitiable, and deplorable state in which Divine grace found us, 
then think of the vast re•ources at our command now, the great fund of 
wealth, the abundant store of blessings by which .we are enriched, we 
cannot help uttering the words " Blessed be God," I would impress 
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upon our minds that all blessings ere unmerited by us, we have no claim, 
~o. plea t? use before God, no~ eve~ for the least blessing. They are all 
His grac10us, free, and sovereign gifts. They flow to us out of His free, 
good will, and Divine pleasure. Yes, how true are the words we some
times sing :-

" What WQ,B there in you that could merit esteem, 
Or give the Crea.tor delight? 

'Twa.s '.Even so, Father,' you ever must sing, 
Because it seemed good in Thy sight." 

Such words express very folly my own feeliI)gs, indeed they become 
an important part of my creed and experience. Thank God for what 
He has by His SP,irit taught me in relation to my own destitution. 
"Blessed be God ' for all He has given me of His rich grace, mercy 
and love ! Heartily do I endorse the words, " Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who H.A.TH blessed us with ALL 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places IN Christ Jesus." 

OUR AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES. 
DURING a recent visit to Australia I have again visited the Churches of 
our denomination, and the following is .an account of their present state 
and condition. 

SYDNEY ( Castlereagh-street). 

Our brother Beedel is still labouring here with acceptance to bis people; 
and, in addition to his pastoral duties, is much occupied· in the oversight 
of Mission Stations connected with his Church, and visiting the Asylums 
for the aged and infirm, which surround Sydney for a space of between 
twenty and thirty miles. This is a long distance for several of the 
members to come and commune with the Mother Church, but our Colonial 
brethren do not mind this, although it is, of course, attended not only 
with inconvenience but also expense. · . ; 

I visited these places in company with our· brother, taking with us a 
large parcel of our magazines, kindly forwarded by our printers, which I 
took from England with me. As the congregation before referred to 
number several hundreds, and nearly all expect to receive a magazine or 
sermon, some idea may be formed of the quantity required for distribu
tion at each visit. It did me good not only to see the eager desire by the 
inmates and congregation to receive these, but also the marked attention 
paid to the addresses given by our brother, nearly all his congregation 
being aged and infirm, and on the borderland between time and eternity, 
their temporal wants for the short time they have to remain here being 
liberally provided for by a generous and sympathetic Government, who 
consider that when a member of the State lias paid his share of taxation 
for its support until he has reached 6.0 years of age (when he is entitled ~o 
admission into the Asylum) and can work no longer for his subsistence, it 
is the duty of the State to provide him an asylum and support him for 
the rest of his days. 

BROTHER FREMLrn's CHURCH (Sydney). 

I also visited. It consista principally of young people, th.i fr~it of our 
brother's ministry, and they appear very much attached to him. They 
are worshipping at the Oddfellows' Hall. near Castlereagh.street, but are 
looking out for a. suitable building of their own, or a piece of land ou 
which to erect one. At present tb.e latter alternative would necessitate 
their removal to the outskirts of Sydney, where several of the members 
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reside ; and the erection of a new place of worship would entail a heavy 
expense which the Church, at present, is too weak to bear. If our 
brother's life and health wel'e spared for a few ~ars this might be done ; 
but although at present vigorous and in full possession of his .mental 
faculties, time is, humanly speaking, running against him, he having now 
reached threescore and ten. 

lllELllOURNE ( Londsdale-street). 

This is the oldest Church of our faith and order in Melbourne ; our 
brother Hartshorn is the pastor. In addition to his pastoral duties he 
also visits similar Asylums near Melbourne to those I have before mentioned 
as existing near Sydney. I accompanied him to one of these, about ten 
miles from Melbourne,. and was much pleased with the result. The 
scenes of suffering one witnesses in the .hospital departments of these 
places is very trying to one's nerves, and, in some measure, affects one's 
health, especially as the weather in Australia is much hotter than at 
home, and infectious diseases are very prevalent; and it requires great 
care in attending the patients in bed. The neighbourhood in which our 
brother's Church ra situate is very much changed for the worse since its 
erection fifty years past, when it was one of the suburbs of Melbourne : 
now it is thickly covered with houses and shops of a lower class than 
formerly, and the immediate sm:rounding neighbourhood is occupied 
principally by Chinese and Afghans, which renders it very difficult to keep 
up the Church and congregation as formerly. 

111ELllOURNE (Ebenezer, Victoria-pai·ade); 

This is the largest place of worship of our denomination in Melbourne, 
and, with its Schoolroom and Vestry, must have cost nearly .£2,000. 
Some years since it was a flourishing Cause; but. from dissensions and 
weakness, it is now in a low state, and has for a long time been without 
a pastor, the pulpit being mostly occupied by .our brother Johnston, one 
of the members and a trustee of the building. I attended the anniversary 
services held in March last. 

ADELAIDE, 

Our brother Bamber still labours here, where he has been for nearly 
twenty years, and is, I think, the olde_st Strict Bapt!st min~ster in 
Australia who has been over one congregation for that period of time. I 
met him at Sydney, where he came to take part in the anniversary 
services of the Particular Baptist Association of Australasia.. He informed 
me that his Church had lost several of its members by death since last 
year, but was otherwise in a peaceful state, but not an increasing one. 

GEELONG (Jfount Zion). Brother Day pastor. 
Our brother is now turned 90 years of age, but still ministers the Word 

of life to his people, over whom he has now been settled many yea~s. In 
an interview that I had with him I found he took a lively interest m our 
Causes here, and that he has not forgotten many of them since he left the 
Old Country. 

GEELONG (Hope Chapel). 

I :1.ttended the anniversary. There has been no settled pastor for 
some time, and the pulpit is filled every Lord's-day by supplies. . 

Here I met two of the members of my own Church, who were 
delighted to see me, and enquired anxiously after a Sunday-school 
teacher there who was instrumental in their conversion nearly fifty years 
since. I told them that she had exchanged earth for heaven many 
years since. 

The two Causes at Geelong, if united, would make one good Cause ; 
but at present this is not likely to take place. The division of the one 
into two Causes is one of twenty years' standing. 
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BALLARAT ( Yuille-street) . 

. I took a Lord's-day service here. The Church is a email one without a 
pastor. '!'he whole weight of carrying on the Cause rests with our brother 
Mitchell, whose bereavement-the death of hie w1fe,-and a severe attack 
of influenza, have very much trieil him. 

Thie town, in the centre of the Gold Fields, and with a very large 
population, is well able to support a pastor if a suitable person could be 
found. · There is no other Cause of onr faith and order in the place. 
There is no debt on the building, which is freehold. 

JAMES MOTE. 
29, Queen-street, London. 

SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

III.~WEST LONDON. KINGSGATf STREET, 

I WOULD com~nce this third chapter by expressing my thanks to corre
spondents for their interesting letters, and expressions of appreciation. We 
now turn our steps westward. 

Over two centuries ago, about 1693, there was a General Baptist Church in 
John's Court, Hart Street,. Covent Garden, Here came John Piggott, the 
schoolmaster, occasional preacher, and member of the Baptist Church in 
Goodman's Fields. He was chosen to be the pastor, and eventually became 
_an eminent Particular Baptist preacher. At the close of that (the 17th) 
century, the chapel in John's Court was sold, and the congregation dispersed. 
It is said Piggott's Calvinistic views and preaching were not appreciated. So 
it came about that he gathered together those like-minded with himself and 
founded a Particular Baptist Church in Little Wild (or Weld) Street, about 
the year 1700; it being one of the five Churches formed in London on the 
"six principles " given in the first two verses of Hebrews vi. 

Piggott died, March, 1713. After the pulpit had been supplied variously for 
twelve months, Thomas Harrison was chosen as pastor, March 23rd, 171-l. 
In that very year exception was taken by some of the Little Wild Street 
members to the ministry of Mr. Harrison, or, it may have been, to bis election. 
The dissentients left, and went to a chapel in 

GLASSHOUSE STREET, 

previously used by Presbyterians; where a BAPTIST Church was formed, under 
the Pastorate of Thomas Ely, of whom the less said the better. This Church 
continued about twenty years, and did more or less good work, under the 
Pastorates of Sayer Rhudd, Hancock, John Wilson, William Moreton, and 
William Anderson. 

Now William Anderson was ordained as their Pastor in 17 43, and it was 
during his ministry, in 1749, that this Glasshouse Street Church (composed of 
some of the dispersed of the original John's Court and of many dissentients 
from Little Wild Street) remo.ved to GRAFTON STREET, wherein (and in 
KEPPEL· STREET, to which new chapel they removed in 1795) MR. JOH~ 
MARTIN was their most notable minister. But to return to 

LITTLE WILD STREET. 

Mr. Harrison, after a pastorate of about fifteen years, seceded to the Established 
Church, having, by request, resigned the Pastorate of Little Wild Street, July 
31st, 1729. 

ln December of the same year, Mr. Gifford was invited, and on February 
5th 1730 was " unanimously called to, accepted, and was invested in the 
pastoral dffice with the greate3t solemnity." 

In 1735 there arose a great contention in the Church, which resulted in 
the separation from it of Mr. Gifford, and a number of the members. It 
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is not known what was the exact nature _of the dispute in which Dr, Gifford 
was involved before leaving Little Wild Street; but one curious feature of 
the affair was, that the votes of the FRMAL£ members of the Church were NOT 
taken when it was a matter of the rejection of a pastor, 

Fifty-two men and forty-nine women left with Pastor Gifford, 1neeting for 
a time in Red-cross Street, and afterwards in Bear-yard, Lincoln's Inn using 
the Baptistry in Horsley-down for new converts. ' 

Meanwhile, a new chapel was being built in 

EAGLE STREE'r; 

Red Lion Square, Holborn, which was opened for worship Feb. 20th, 1736. 
Twelve silver cups for the Lord's table, preserited by' John Payne to the 
Church at Little Wild Street, and returned to him when he left with Dr. 
Gifford, were by him formally presented to the Church meeting in the" new" 
chapel in Eagle Street. , . . . 

After a w!1ile the chapel was considerably enlarged, with its main entrance 
and an imposing frontage in Kingsgate Street,, Holborn~. 'I,'he Chapel is now 
demolished, and· on an adjacent site is being erected. the new Baptist Union 
Church-House, in a part of which the Kingsgate Church.and congregation 
will be accommodated. Dr. Gifford continued his ministry in Kingsgate 
Street till called home, in 1784, in the 84th yeaT of his age. He also lield 
-the important post of Assistant Librarian of the British Museum Library, and 
was desirous of placing at the-disposal of' Mr. ,Robinson, of Cambridge, 
material from which to write a History of the Baptists. 

Though of a very catholic spirit, and entertaining· a hearty love to 
Christians of every denomination, Dr. Gifford wail a zealous Baptist and par

. ticularly happy when attending to t11at Divine rite. He ,used to say when he 
was unwell, and in prospect of administering that ordinance, "I shall get well, 
I hope, if I can but go and baptize." He frequently said, w!ien some _spoke 
-0f the danger to his health attending such a, service, "l never took cold by 
baptizing that I can recollect." He and Mr. Gwennap were employed 
in baptizing 46 persons in 1767, in the river at the·. back of the house of a 
Church member at Cambridge. · ' 

During his ministry several cases for discipline. were brought before the 
notice of the Church. One was that of a young man, Mr. Smith, who went 
out into tlie ministry, but embracing Arian views, was excluded from the 
Kingsgate Street communion. Another was·a case for reproof merely (which 
was not without its desired effect); viz., ofa Mr. and Mrs. Platt, who considered 
that the example of the early Christians in" washing.one another's feet'.' and 
''greeting one another with the kiss of charity" should be observed. The 
Church ruled that '' while they considered baptism to be a term of communion, 
because it is a positive institution of the Lord Jesus Christ, to be observed 
before the LoFd's Supper, customs of a purely national" or eastern character 
such as these were not to be followed," . 

Space forbids me to write at such length as I could wish of Dr. Gifford. 
But I may remind you that he was the son of Emanuel Gifford, Pastor of the 
Pithay Baptist Chapel, Bristol ; and grandson of Andrew Gifford, pastor_ of 
the same Church, who was amongst the number of those who suffered im
prisonment in Bristol under Charles II. for the Truth's sake. 

SAMUEL BANICS, 
The Harbinger, Southwood Road, New Eltham, S.E. 

WEAKNEss.-It is an advantage, not a discouragement, to be weak in our
.selves. When a. bucket is empty, it can be the better filled out of the ocean.
Manton. 

TBANSGRESSIONS.-God blotteth out transgressions, aggravated and in, 
-'/iuinerable, a.s easily, and a.s coi:npletely, a.s the wind sweeps a.way a floating 
-cloud from the face of the sky (Isa.. xliv, 22).-Hervey. · 
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OUR OHUROHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

THE EDUCATION BILL.· 
ON Friday, July llth, meetings were 
he~d .i~ S~ho Ch~pel to protest against 
this 1n~qu1~ous Bin. T1:1ese wl!re hearty, 
.enthus1ast10, and unammous m feeling. 

At four o'olook the President of the 
Metropolitan Association of Strict Bap
tist Ohurohes (Mr. R. Mntimer) pre
sided o_ver a meeting for prayer. •rhe 
.Churches of the Association: were well 
represented, and for an hour and a 
quarter the voioe of prayer was heard 
that the measure might be defeated and 
the children preserved from the power 
of the priest. The ·prayers were brief 
and earnest, the following brethren 
engaging therein - Messrs. Mitchell, 
Sears, West, Holden, Mole, Chilvers, 
Brown, Fells, · Fiehe.i:, Beecher, Green, 
Kingston, Newman; and J.E. Flegg. 

In the evening the ohapel was well 
'filled. Mr. J. Piggott, L.C C., was in 
the Chair. After "the Binging of the 
well-known h7,mn, I' 0 Goo, our Help 
in ages past, ' and the reading of 
.Luther'e Psalm _ (46th), prayer was 
offered by pastor J. ParneU. · _ 

The Chairman in hie opening remarks 
_s~id :-W ~ are. _gathe~ed, n~t as a pol!
t1cal meeting, but ·to consider the reli
gious side of the Education Bill. He 
felt that in this matter the Government 
were making 11, most grievous mistake. 
With regard to this question they had 
no mandate from the country. They 
had had two or three tries ~t education, 
but eaoh time had been compelled to 
.withdraw their Bill. The matter was 
getting desperate, alid so they were now 
making another attempt. Referring to 
the Act of 1870, he reminded the meet
'.ing that similar arguments were used 
then as were being used now. We h~ve 
had thirty-two years' experience, and 
·one would think that before bringing 
in any Bill to disturb the existing state 
of affairs, any Government would have 
inquired what had been the redult of 
the experiment. The Universities were 
never in a bettercondition,and the Board 
Schools had proved a blessing. Alluding 
to the remark Of Dean Gregory, that 
" the Board Schools had been a mis
fortune," he defied the Dean to prove 
his words, and thought that any man 

. occupying suoh a publio position should 
know better than to make suoh a public 
declaration with regard to such a public 
matter, He himself thought the Board 
School was an ideal soliool, that no 
better training and no better body of 
teachers oould be found than existed 
to-day therein. He had fought for the 
Bible being read in the Board Schools, 
but distinotive spiritual teaching, of 
whatever line, was the work of the 
Sunday-eohool and of the home, and it 
was our duty to· increase our Sunday-

schools and lay ourselves out for this 
purpose. He would rather trust the 
education of the people with the people 
than with_ the Sta~ U_hurch. He pointed 
o~t that if our l?r1nc1pal speaker of to
night (Mr. Avehng) wanted a master in 
h_is school, or any body of governors 
either, whether of a polytechnie or 
other school, they would seek a man 
most adapted for teaching an_y particu
lar subject; -but in the Voluntary 
School the first question was whether 
one was a member of the Church of 
England. If a man wante to go into a 
Volnntary School he must be ready to 
do the bidding of the clergJ man. He 
contrasted the Board School and the 
Voluntary School, and showed that the 
·course pursued by the latter was bad 
for the teacher, and, as we all know 
ba~ fol' the scholar. _Amongst othe; 
evils was the encouraging of the chil
dren to go to Confession. We have 
every reason (said the Chairman) to be 
distr11stful of the Bill. The Bishop of 
London would not take his holiday 
until he had seen the Bill through, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury wa.nted the 
Bill passed, and the N onconformiets 
left to tl1e11i; but we would rather lt><Jk 
after ourselves. Of course, these men 
praise it, for it was all in their favour· 
but such expressions of feeling fron:I. 
-such men were bad signs for ns. Com
menting ·on the discovery of Chancellor 
Smith, made known at the House of Lay
men yesterday-that dissent had come 
into this country-he said •· we had met 
to let him know we were here, we were 
·al!ve, and kicking." He objected to the 
Bill because there was no direct public 
control over the money spent. Already 
the Church party obtained five-sixths of 
their money oat of the rates, and still 
they ask for more. They say they want 
an education rate, but this was the old 
Church rate revived. It was legal 
robbery. They had no right to take our 
money to teach that which we did not 
believe. In closing his observations, the 
Chairman urged everyone to protest in 
every possible way against this iniquit
ous measure. 

The Rev. F. W. Aveling, M.A., of 
Christ's College, Blackheath, who on 
rising was received most warmly, spoke 
as to the great injustice the l:lill pro
posed to inflict on Nonconformists. He 
said :-We find ourselves suddenly 
located in an awkward predicament 
with a Government which was en
deavouring to give us dear bread and 
cheap Catechisms. For years past our 
system had been one of gross inj 11stice 
to Free Churchmen and one ot great 
inefficiency in a large number of sec
tarian schools. The Bill now before 
Parliament proposed to remedy this by 
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increasing this gross injustioe to Free 
Cburcbmen. Yllars ago, everybody 
knows there was passed by the Govern
ment a Bill whereby education was to 
be for the people by the people and the 
keynotes were " justice and efficiency.'' 
Board Schools were started, He then 
proceeded to speak of the successive 
grants which had been made to Volun
tary Schools, and showed that now 
there were no less than one thousand 
eo called Voluntary Schools where the 
voluntary subscriptions amounted to 
no pounds, no shillings, and no pence, 
and yet, for all this, the Voluntary 
Schools did not come up to the stan
dard. Before this Bill was brought in, 
there were at least eight thousand 
sectarian schools supported out of the 
public funds entirely sectarian, and 
which slammed the door in the face of 
the Free Church teacher. What hap
pened and would happen to-day in these 
schools to a child belonging, sayito a 
Baptist or Wesleyan 1 He must earn 
and say the Catechism or be earmarked. 
Yet, what can be worse for a child than 
to have to learn what he (the speaker) 
took to be one of the deadliest heresies in 
the Prayer Book-BAPTISMAL REGENE· 
RATION ? And we have to pay for the 
support of these schools, and the support 
given bas been growing and growing; 75 
per cen t,at least of the money to run these 
schools comes from public taxes. We 
do not believe as Britishers and patriots 
in taxation without representation. 
But all this did not keep the Voluntary 
Schools efficient, and then comes this 
Bill. As to the new educational 
authority, and the assertion that the 
County and Borough Councils would 
have control, he showed this was mis
leading. So far as the Voluntary Schools 
were concerned, the Councils were 
allowed to appoint one-third of the 
managers on the Board, but could this 
give control when on every question 
this one-third could be outvoted 1 The 
appointment of the teachers-the 
important thing-would not rest with 
them. The only privilege the Council 
would have was the privilege of finding 
the money to support the schools. If 
the Bill was passed the Council must 
take the sectarian schools and bring 
them up to the proper standard, and 
they must get the money to do so from 
tbe rates, and the British ratepayer had 
an objection to that, or they must take 
money from the Board School teacher 
and give it to the Voluntary School 
teacher, and he dwelt upon the further 
hardship which would be inflicted on 
the teacher who was a Free Chur~h
man. He next touched the subject of 
the training colleges, only eight of 
which were undenomina.tiona.l, and 
pointed out how large a number of 
JJlaces were closed against Free Church
men, though supported by public 
money. Although they did not expect 

the plums, they hoped there vet might 
be some crumbs. But this iiill would 
make teaching still more a sealed pro
fession. 1.'he making it necessary to be 
a meinber of the Churoh of England to 
obtain these appointments was putting 
a premium on hypocrisy. In noticing 
the objection put forward by ~ome
tbat they had to support their Volun
tary School, and therefore should not 
be called upon to pay rates-he s&id, 
first of all, they were not bound to pay 
for their Voluntary School. But the 
Board Schools are for everybody. To
day half the teachers belong to the 
Church of England, and everybody 
ought to pay for them. If it is hard for 
him to pay his voluntary rate and his 
Board School rate, how· much harder 
for us to have to pay for the support of 
these training colleges and have the 
door of eight thousand schools slammed 
against us, not being allowed to teach 
there I He stood where Dr. Temple 
stood a few years back when he said, 
" So far as the religious communities 
are concerned, when they cannot afford 
to pay for their• schools they will ·have 
no right to govern them." It is a Con
stitutional position-a Christian posi
tion. Notwithstanding the hardships 
and wrongs done to Free Church
men, if it was good for religion 
and education, he said he must submit 
to it. We knew, however, it was not 
good for education, and it was bad for 
religion. To inflict injustice on any 
people cannot be !fOOd for religion. 
Religion consists in doing justice, 
loving merey, and walking humbly 
with our God. ·Mr. Aveling then went 
on to speak of the fact that N oncon
formists were not alone in their opposi, 
tion to this Bill, but some English 
Churchmen were also opposed to it. 
The Cockerton judgment was then re• 
viewed by the speaker, and its effect 
upon the higher grade schools noticed. 
He strongly urged the necessity of good 
education, if we were to hold our place 
amongst the natlons. Everyone should 
be educated and made to feel that 
labour of any kind was noble work in 
the sight of God. As to secondary 
education, we were in chaos, and this 
Bill was not going to do much towards 
removing that chaoe, He ridiculed the 
idea that this Bill would give one 
authority, and contended that a Board 
or Committee for the control of educa
tion should be composed of men ac
quainted with the subject. The idea of 
each body having a little school of its 
own was absurd. What we wanted was 
one good school for the lot, and he pro
tested against this miserable Bill with 
tlie priests at the botto116 of it. We ask 
for no favours; we demand justice. He 
trusted the Bill would go to the limbo 
of destruction, there to meet a little 
brother five years old. 

The address was listened to with rapt 
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attentionJ and the speaker resumed his 
seat amia applause. 

The following resolution was moved 
by pastor E. Mitohell, and seoonded by 
pastor R. E. Sears, both of whom made 
suitable· remarks upon the question of 
the evening:-" That this conference, 
representing the Metropolitan Associa
tion of Striot Baptist Churches, strongly 
protests against the Education Bill now 
before Parliament as an unjust and 
reactionary measure, subversive of the 
principles of religious and civil liberty. 
It regards the measure as unjust in 
giving publio money to support close 
corporations, reactionary in enforcing 
religious tests, subversive of religions 
liberty in placing certain denominations 
under highly-favoured conditions and 
contrary to civil liberty in enforcing 
taxation without due and adequate 
representation." 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman 
and speakers was moved by brother 
Chilvers, and seconded by brother 
Newman. . 

The meeting was closed by the 
Doxology. J.t..MES E. FLEGG, 

SPALDING (LOVE-LANE) .-On Sun
day, July 13th, pastor J. Lindsey 
preached morning and evening-text in 
the morning, Pea. ix. 9 and 10 ; in the 
evening, Isa. xxxi. 7. Our friends at 
Love-lane are not many, but true ·• to 
the faith once delivered unto the 
saints." There is no stated pastor, but 
a splendid opening for a young man 
who loves the Gospel and not ashamed 
to preaoh it. 

QUADRING.-On Sunday, July 13th, 
we celebrated the 33rd anniversary of 
the formation of the Church, when the 
Rev. G. Bass, of Fonlsham, preached 
morning,afternoonand evening. There 
were large congregations at each ser
vice, especially the evening, when the 
spacious chapel was filled. On Monday, 
July 14th, a public tea was held in a 
barn close to the chapel (kindly lent by a 
neighbouring farmer), to which over 100 
sat down. At 7 o'clock a public meeting 
was held, when the chapel was again 
filled, presided over by the_ pastor, J. 
Lindsey, and n.ddresses were given by 
the Revs. G. Bass and F. G. Masters. 
Mr. Bass spoke from Neh. ix. 20, •· Thou 
gavest Thy good Spirit," in whioh he 
spoke of the benefits and blessings the 
good Spirit had given tous, Mr, Masters 
took for his subject, "Things important 
and things all-important," specially 
emphasizing the latter as prayerfulnosd, 
unity, as of great importance to true 
Church progress. The pastor made a 
few brief remarks rela.tive to the anni
versary services which had proved suoh 
a success, and would like to remind us of 
the text he preached from a few Sundays 
ago, lest we might say our anniversary 

was a success and settle down into a 
l~thargio state, "For ye are not a.s yet 
come to the reat which the Lord God 
giveth you." The total proceeds from 
the tea and collections on the Sunday 
amounted to £4 5s., which we think is 
highly satisfactory. We are glad to say 
our Church shows a very healthy con
dition. 

BIERTON, BUCKS.-Pastor F. G-. 
Burgees, of Wellingborough, visited us 
on Sunday, July 13th, to conduct the 
Sunday - school anniversary servic£P, 
when good congregations assembled, 
especially in the eveninir. when three 
P's- the Pilgrim~, their Pathway, and 
God's Promise (see Isa. xxxv. 8)-were 
sweetly and faithfully described. The 
~ervices thronghout were much enjoyed 
both by scholars and older folk, and we 
trust that scme lasting good to souls 
may result. Special hymns were sung 
by children and teachers, as•i,ted by a 
few friendP. On the following day the 
annual dinner was provided for scholars 
and teachers in a building again placed 
at their service hy Mr. Wright, who, 
with Mrs. Wright, made the gathering 
a happy one. In the afternoon Mr. 
Burgess addressed the children and dis
tributed a number of books to scholars 
for punctual attendance. Tea was served 
to the children, teachers, and a gocd 
number of friends. Various games were 
indulged in till nine o'clock in a field 
kindly lent by brother Thoe . .Ellis. The 
weather was beautifully fine and col
lections very aatisfactory.-W. A. C. 

IPSWICH (ZoAR).-On Sunday, June 
30th, we held our SundaJ-school anni
versary services. We have cause for 
thankfulness to God for raising up 
helpers and labourers. Many have 
found it good to be engaged in telling 
out the truths of the precious Word of 
Life to the scholars. The sermons were 
ably preached by our brother John H. 
Lynn, who was listened to with great 
attention by yo·mg and old as he spoke 
of the children's Friend. Morning 
subject, "Abel's Sacrifice," leading on 
to Aa.ron's sacrifice for Israel and the 
complete sacrifice of the Lamb, our deu 
Redeemer. The afternoon was reserved 
for the children, when twelve of them 
took part in recitations, dialogues, &c., 
under the supervision of our super
intendent, brother J. Threadkell. The 
evening discourse was taken from Num. 
xiv. 24-on "Caleb," or, following fully 
the Spirit of truth, Caleb as a friend of 
Joshua-our Joshua, Jehovah-Jesus, the 
Friend of sinners. A few sentences 
caught were," The blessing of serving," 
11 The glory of the work of Christ," 
"The pleasure of serving Him who is 
the joy of our heart and the boast of 
our tongue." We had a happy time, 
teachers were encouraged, and we hoi,e 
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for the harvest to follow. The anthems 
and hymns were well sung by the 
choir and children. The singing alto
gether reflects much credit to the 
leader, brother S. Garrard, who for 
some weeks Lad been training the chil
dren for the service. Mr. Jonathan 
Tbredgall ably presided at the organ. 
Good congregation and collection. 'fhe 
annual treat took place on Wednesday, 
July 16th, in the Cliff Meadow. The 
children marched to the meadow, the 
infa.nts following in conveyances kindly 
lent by Mr. R. Peck. A most enjoyable 
day was spent.-A. F. 

GRA.YS.-Anniversary services were 
beln on June 25th. Mr. A. Licence 
preached in the afternoon from Psalm 
cxlix. 4. The preacher set forth the 
pleasure the Lord takes in His people 
and why, because they are His peculiar 
treasure; and who they are, viz., the poor 
and the destitute, the meek and lowly, 
for such the Lord beautifies with salva~ 
tion, because they are His own blood
bought sons a.nd daughters. Tea was 
provided, and a _goodly number sat 
dol\"n. Mr. F. T. Newman p_resided at 
the public meeting a.nd read Psa. xl viii., 
giving a short spiritual address on the 
goodness and mercy of God. Spiritual 
addresses were given by brethren 
Goldsmith, Gull, and Licence. The 
meeting was closed with the doxology. 
-J. A. WISEMAN. 

SHOULDHAM-STREET. - The first 
anniversary of the pa.otorate of Mr. W. 
F. Waller was commemorated on Lord's
day, June 22nd, when sermons were 
preached in the morning by the pastor, 
and in the evening by Mr. G. W. 
Thomas, of Watford. On the following 
Tuesday afternoon, Mr. E. Mitchell was 
graciously helped to preach from Rev. 
ii. 10, '· Be thou faithful unto death, and 
I will give thee a crown of life." Not
withstanding the depression ea.used by 
the news circulated tha.t afternoon of 
our Ring's serions affliction, the Lord 
enabled our brother to rise in sweet 
meditation upon the theme of the text, 
a.nd we felt it good to be present, A 
well provided tea. wa.s pa.rta.ken of by a 
goodly number, after which a public 
meeting wa.s hold, presided over by Mr. 
G. W. Bartlett, of Strea.tbam. The 
Divine blessing upon Church, pastor, 
a.nd the evening gathering was sweetly 
sought by Mr. Hutchinson, of Wood 
Green. After the cha.irma.n's cordial 
remarks, he ea.lied upon the pastor to 
relate the Lord's dealings during the 
pa.et twelve months. Ta.king for the 
ha.sis of his remarks, Ephes. v. 32, "I 
speak concerning Christ and the 
Church," Brother Waller recorded how 
the Lord ha.d blessed services ren
dered, to the increasing of the Church 
by nine (four by baptism), and bow 

much of the Lord's hand had been seen 
in the unity and peaoe existing. 
Excellent addresses were g:iven 'l>y 
brethren G. W. 'fhomas, E. Mitchell, J. 
E. Flegg, A. E. Brown, and F. Fells, 
Lovingly did they deliver the messages, 
to the power of whioh many testified. 
All the services were attended beyond 
our expectation, and much encourage
ment was given by the presence of so 
many representatives of neighbouring 
and other Churches. Thanks were 
recorded to those who so kindly and 
ably officiated on the platform, also to 
friends present. Collections were 
exceedingly good. Meeting closed with 
grateful acknowledgment to our 
Heavenly Father for His presence and 
blessing realized, 

HACKNEY (THE OVAL).-June 17th 
was a day to be remembered with grati
tude at '' Shalom," The 45th anniver
sary of formation of the Church was 
commemorated. In the afternoon pastor 
T, Jones preached from Ephes. i. 5, 
dividing it thus: - (1) The love of the 
Father in electing the sinner; l2) The 
love of the Son in redeeming the sinner; 
(3) The love of the Holy Spirit in train
ing the elected ohildof God and sealing 
him a heir of God and fitting him for 
glory, and all redounding to the praise 
of the glory of His graoe. A good 
number of friends partook of tea. The 
evening meeting was presided over by 
R. Long, Esq., who read 1 Peter v., ll,Ild 
after ea.Hing on brother Yeowell to ask 
the Divine blessing, made some very 
appropriate remarks, Brother J. Clark 
then spoke from Isa. xii. 10, marking 
out the triple promise contained in the 
text, being all that the child of God can 
need on earth, and all bis joy in heaven, 
viz.," Fear thou not; for I am with thee: 
I am thy God, yea, I will help thee.'' 
Brother Parnell spoke fromMatt.xi.19, 
exalting his Master as the Friend of 
publicans and sinners, remarking that 
" ill will " speaks against Christ, 
against His ministers, and also against 
all His followers, therefore, it belioves 
all His true servants to be determined 
to preach Christ only closing bis 
remarks by hoping that ail present were 
possessed uf this precious Friend, and 
desiring that God may bless and prosper. 
His Church at Shalom. Brother Belcher 
spoke from Luke ii, 14, his remarks 
being on "good will" in contrast to 
"ill will," exalting the good will of 
God the Father in sending His dear Son, 
who was delivered up for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justifica
tion. Brother H. Lee spoke from the 
word@, "Therefore, being justified by 
His blood." Brother Othen based bis 
remarks on the words "Graoe be with 
you all," exalting the Lord Jesus as the 
fulness of the graoe of God, a11d setting 
forth the eternity of that grace which 
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ha.a proved a.11-auffioient to the Churoh 
of God, also reminding us that it is 
" My gra.oe," and will be sufficient to 
the end of time. Brother Thoma.a Jones 
spoke a. few words from "God is able," 
deola.ring that we are kept by the 
mighty power of God through fa.ith.
D. L. 

CROWLE.-The eighty-second anni
versary of the Sunday-school was 
celebrated on Sunday and Monday, 
June 8th and 9th. On the Sunday two 
excellent sermons were preached by the 
Rev. W. Roe Ponton, sound and good, 
to highly appreciative audiences ; and 
in the afternoon, in the presence of a 
good congregation of parents and 
friends, a children's service was held, 
consisting of well-chosen and suitable 
dialoglies, recitations, &,., excellently 
rendered by the scholars, ter.chers, and 
ohoir, oonduoted by Mr. Sargeantson, 
under the presidency of .Mr. W. R. 
Ponton, who gave a pointed and suit
able address. On the Monday a public 
tea was provided in the schoolroom, to 
whioh overflowing numbers sat down, 
The trays were given by generous 
friends, and were ably presided over by 
a large number of ladies. In the evening 
a public meeting was held, under the 
presidency of the pastor (W, Rowton
Parker), and addresses were delivered 
by Revs, W. R. Ponton, G, Camp, .Mr. 
Ashmel, and the pastor; and, in 
addition, choice hymns were sung. 
9'reat or~dit is dne t~ .Mr. Sargeantson, 
w.11.o tramed the children and choir ; 
and to .Mrs, Sargeantson and Miss Ida 
Hewson1 __ who presided at the imtru
ment. we have to thank our covenant 
God for another most successful and 
happy anniversary, Praise His Name ! 

THE SURREY TABERNACLE 
ANNIVERSARY SERVICES. 

ON Wednesday, the 18th June last, the 
Church and congregation, with some 
friends from other Churches, gathered 
together to commemorate the fifteenth 
anniversary of their beloved pastor, 
Mr. 0. S, Dolbey. 

Mr. E. Mitohell, of Chadwell-street, 
oooupied the pulpit in the afternoon, 
and was helped of the Holy Ghost to 
deliver a very precious discourde from 
John xvi. 27: "For the Father Himself 
loveth you, because ye have loved Me, 
and have believed that I oame out from 
God." Many bore testimony to the 
power of the Word, and how their 
hearts had been oheered, raised up and 
comforted, while the preacher noticed 
some of the sure evidences of a love to 
and a faith in the Lord Jesus as the 
sent One of God, and how blessed it 
was when the believer could see written 
over all his troubles and temptations
" The Father Himself loveth you." 

After the service a goodly number of 

friends partook of an exoellent tea in 
the large vestry. 

A public meeting was held in the 
evening, presided over by the beloved 
pastor. Mr, Gibbens, of Tottenham, 
read a portion of Ephes. iv., and Mr. 
Parnell supplicated the Divine blessing. 
'fhe chairman addressed the meeting, 
acknowledging Jehovah's great good
ness to himself in supporting and 
supplying him up to the present with 
all needed grace, and for the Holy 
Spirit, by whom he had been enabled 
to testify of the Gospel of the grace of 
God. Changes there had been, and 
many who once worshipped with us 
here, and with whom we have been 
associated, are now singing the high 
praises of God before the eternal throne, 
and it is better with them now; so 
that while we may sometimes say, as 
did Jacob, "Joseph is not, and Simeon is 
not," we would not wish them back, 
for they have entered into their eternal 
rest, Yet in the midst of changes we 
rejoice in a God that changes not, and 
in the immutable covenant of sovereign 
grace, and in that God who is of one 
mind, and worketh all things after the 
counsel of His own will. We are 
thankful for the promises of our God, 
in which He has said to His servants: 
"Lo, I am with you al way, even unto 
the end of the world," and" My Word 
shall not return unto Me void," &c. 
We have not been without testimony 
that the Word of God has been blessed, 
and we are very thankful to the Lord 
for what He baa done, and to Him we 
will give all the praise. 

Mr. Jas, Clark, of Bethnal-green, gave 
a very faithful and spiritual address 
from the words : '· All His saints are in 
Thy hand." 

Mr. F. Grimwood, of Streatham, who 
was introduced by the pastor, was 
helped to speak from the words of the 
Psalmist: "Many sorrows shall be to 
the wicked, but he that trusteth in the 
Lord mercy shall compass him about." 

While hymn 620, "Gracious Lord, 
incline Thine ear," was being sung, the 
collection was taken, when Mr. Hazelton 
(the honoured secretary of the Aged 
Pilgrims' Friend Society) was listened 
to with sacred pleasure while he spoke 
from Luke ii. 25 : ".Behold, there was a 
man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon." 

A hymn was now sung, one of many 
composed by one of our own members. 

Mr. Mitchell followed, and gave 11, 

very solemn and somewhat remarkable 
address from Psa. iii. 2, 3 : ·• Many there 
be which say of my soul, 'rhere is no 
help for him in God," &c., and some of 
those present bore testimony to the 
word spoken being a very useful and 
helpful one. 

Brother Rundell spoke of this anni
versary day as being a day of thanks-
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giving, and wished the beloved pastor, 
in the name of his brethren, the 
deacons, the Church and congregation 
every needed blessing. ' 

Hymn, "Arise, my soul, in songs to 
own" wa.s heartily sung, and the 
Benediction pronounced by the pastor. 

J, M. R. 

ALDRINGHAM. - Recognition ser
vices in connection with the settlement 
of Mr. H. M. Mor ling as pastor, were 
held on Wedne~day, July 9th. After
noon service was presided over by our 
aged brother S. K. Bland, of Ipswich, 
who read the Scripture, and called upon 
pastor L. Bartlett, minister of the 
Union Church, Aldeburgh-on-Sea, to 
pray. Pastor H. D. Tooke.of Lowestoft, 
clearly and ably stated the "Nature of 
a Gospel Church," and was listened to 
with evident appreciation. Mr. Bland 
put the que~tion to the yonng pastor
elect ooncerning his call by grace, call 
to the ministry, and to Aldringham, 
and then as to his doctrinal belief, all 
of which were answered with clearness 
and precision. It did our hearts good to 
hear Mr. Morling say," I consider it one 
of those grand honours that God is 
sometimes pleased to bestow on His 
people, that my own dee.r father 
(present with us on the platform), was 
the honoured instrument in God's hand, 
of bringing his own boy to the Saviour's 
feet, and to the answer to whose pra,ers 
I attribute my position as a servant of 
God to-day," In language full of love 
and gratitude to God, pastor A. Mor ling, 
of Cottenham (father of the pastor), 
offered the recognition prayer, beseech
ing God's blessing upon his son,a.nd the 
Church here, and praying that the 
union thus formed might be a loving 
and la.sting one. Tea was provided in 
interval between services, and at 6.30 
our bruther Bland a.gain took the chair 
for the evening meeting. Mr. Knell, of 
Laxfield,read the Scripture, and brother 
S. Nicholls (deacon), prayeu, after 
which pastor A. Morling ga.ve a loving 
and solemn charge to the pastor, from 
the words, "Give diligence to present 
thyself approved u.nto God, a workman 
that needeth ::.ot to be a.shamed, hand
ling aright the word of truth" (2 Tim. 
ii. 15, .lt.V.). A timely charge to the 
Church was given by pastor A. J. Ward 
(of Laxfi.eld), from the words, "Encour
age him" (Deut. i. 38). Singing of 
"All hail the power of Jesus' Na.me," 
and prayer by the pastor, brought to a 
close these very happy and profitable 
services. We were 1,1leased to see with 
ue many friends !rum other denomina
tions around us as well as from eister 
Churches. Collections were good, helped 
by a. loving gift from a. ministerial friend 
and well-wisher of the Ca.use. We 
re-echo our brother A. Morling's 1,1ra.yer 
tha.t this union ma.y be a la.sting one 

for the good of this Churoh 1md people, 
and for the glory of our covenant God. 
-J, S. OXBORROW, 

ASKETT (NEAR PRINCES RIBBORO'), 
Sunday-school anniversary services 
were held on June 22nd, conduoted by 
Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong, of New Cross. 
The loss by death a few dayR before 
of the senior deacon and sinoere friend, 
Mr. J. Read, coming so closely upon 
the recent removal from the sa.me 
cause of a very efficient teacher, Mr. J. 
Rogers, and the absence of several 
scholars through an epidemio of 
diptheria, gave a touch of sadness to 
the meetings which, however, were 
largely attended, and were of a bright 
and interesting character. Speoial 
hymns were sung by the children 
(evidencing the careful training they 
had received from Mr, Ernest Baker), 
accompanied by Miss Rose Crockett 
(harmonium) and .Mr. East (violin). 
Five of the soholars took pa.rt in the 
afternoon service, under the direction· 
of Mr. Armstrong, a.nd added to the 
interest of the meeting. Colleotions 
were ta.ken up on beha.lf of the school 
funds. 

LAXFIELD. 
ON Thursday, June 12th,1902, the anni
versary of the school wa.s held. Service 
began at 2 o'clock, when Mr. Morling, 
of Aldringha.m, read P~a.. i., and offered 
prayer. About 160 children, with their 
teacher~, were then present. Several 
of the children, also one teacher, very 
oredita.bly recited at this service, after 
which Mr. H. T. Chilvers gave an 
address. He observed we never lose by 
speaking the truth ; also that there wa.s 
not one too young to know the difference 
between right and wrong, and con• 
science often spoke loudly when we are 
doing what we know is wrong, He 
also impressed on the children that 
none were too young to be obedient to 
parents, while some children were very 
grateful to God for having ha.d a godly 
tather and mother. None are too young 
to pray to God through Christ Jesus; 
and 1aying was very different to 
JJraying prayers in God's sight. Pray 
wha.t we feel right inside our heart,' 
and don't pray out of a book. No heart 
is too young to be led by . the Holy 
Ghost, and none were too young to die 
and be saved. Death is no respecter of 
persons, consequently what a. blessin; 
to die with a. heart washed in Jesus 
blood. It was not an easy tiling to read 
the Bible before those who do not love it. 
Concluding his address, he urged his 
hearers not to be too old to go to chapel, 
and never call father a.nd mother the 
"Old Man" and the "Old Woman." 
May ea.oh present find in Christ a full 
sa.l vation ·i for, " Him that cometh 
unto Me will in no wise cast out." 
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After the children had been served 
with tea about 300 friends sat down, 
after which the evening service began, 
John iii. being read, while Mr. Chilvers 
preached from Isa. xiv. 22. These ser• 
vices were well attended, and many 
found it good to be there, while the 
collections were in excess of the previous 
:year. 

[All our readers will be deeply inter
ested in a letter published this month 
in Clteering Words by an old scholar 
.of Laxfield . Sunday-school. Laxfield 
Sunday-school is a Pacred spot to manJ 
in our Churches to-day. May God con
tinue to bless the beloved superintendent 
(Mr. G. Allum), with his band of Cbrist
lovin~ teachers. Such letters as the 
one in this month'.s C/,.eering Words 
will do all hearts good who delight to 
"sow beside all waters."-E. MARSH, l 

STOKE ASH.-The Sunday-echool 
anniversary services were held on 
Lord's-day, June 8th. These services 
are generally looked forward to with 
much anticipation. It had been 
arranged for pastor Newton,_from Wis
bech, to be the preacher, but Eevere 
affliction prevented, and, at the last, 
our brothe~ Gill, from Norwich, came 
to our help. We had two good sermpne, 
morning and evening, and a most inter
esting address in the afternoon to 
teachers and children. The children, 
through the very kind and a.bJetraining 
of our friends, Mr. and the Misses 
Bendall,acquitted themselves well. The 
services throughout were much appreci
ated, and the collections were good, 
although not quite so large as former 
years. God bless our Sunday-sohools.
K. C., Sec.· 

SAFFRON WALDEN. -Thursday, 
July 10th, proved to be a season of 
spiritual help and refreshing, when 
anivereary services were held. Mr. T. 
Jones earnestly proclaimed the truth. 
Afternoon from the words, "For the 
transgression of my people was He 
stricken" (Isa, liii, 8) ; evening, " And 
to know the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of God" 
(Ephes. iii. 19, 20). 

WALTHAMSTOW (''ZION''), 
THE twenty-sixth anniversary of the 
opening of the chapel was celebrated 
on June 1st, when brother S. J. Taylor 
preached two excellent sermons. 

On the following Tuesday afternoon 
pastor H. T. Chilvtrs preached a Cnrist
exalting sermon upon '' And they went 
and told Jesus," after which a good 
number of friends partook of tea, A 
public meeting was held at 6.30, over 
which brother W. G. Faunch, of llford, 
presided, who read Psalm xxxv., and 
brother George Elnaugh prayed. The 

secretary (brother J. Sharpe) then gave 
his report of the Loan Fund, showing 
that out of the £150 kindly lent by the 
M.A.S.B.C. £86 had been repaid. The 
chairman hoped that the balance, £64, 
would, before the next annual gather
ing, be cleared oft', and a suggestion 
wae made that this would easily bi' ac
complished if thirty friends gave an 
understanding to give £2 each during 
the year. Mr. Faunch very kindly 
offered to become one of the su bscri bere. 
It would be a great blessing to the 
Cause if this debt could thus be ex
tinguished, and a.a the friends ha.ve not 
hitherto appealed for outside help, it is 
earnestly hoped the Lord will constrain 
some of His people to give a helping 
hand. 

The chairman spoke encouragingly on 
"Prayer, peace, prosperity." Pastor J. 
Clarkedila.ted thoughtfully upon "Unto 
you therefore which believe He is 
precious." Brother Licence directed 
attention to "King Jesus," looking a.t 
the crown, robes, sceptre, and throne. 
Pastor H. T. Chilvers based his appro
priate addre~s on 1 Cor. ii. 5, showing 
what faith ie, and what it can do, Mr. 
Wakelin, of Keppel-street, brought a 
happy meeting to a close by giving a 
short, cheerful. and encouraging ad
dress. The collections were good, and 
the visit of friends from Keppel-street, 
Leyton, Tottenham, &c., was much 
appreciated. 

Special services in connection with 
the Sunday-school were held on Lord's. 
day, June 22nd, conducted by Mr. H. 
Ackland, who, in his mornings dis
course upon 2 Kings iv. 32, 33, more 
particularly addressed the teachers, 
clearly and spiritually setting forth 
who the dead child was-the true 
servant of God ; his attitude-" Prayer 
and success." 

The scholars were specially addressed 
in the afternoon as to God's jewels, 
what they were like, their value, and 
who they were (Mal. iii.17). 

In the evening brother Ackland was 
enabled to speak well upon "Seek first 
the kingdom of God," &c. (Matt. vi. 33). 

The scholars, who had been well 
trained by brethren Wallis and Mason, 
sang special hymns. 

On the following Frida;1 the friends, 
teachers and scholars Journeyed by 
brakes to Lamboure End, where a most 
enjoyable day was spent. 

BLAKENHAM.-The anniversary of 
the Sabbath-school was held on Lord's. 
day, June 22nd. Mr. R. C. Bardens 
preached in the morning and gave a.n 
address at the children's service in the 
afternoon. In the evening the Somer
sham friends on our behalf kindly 
closed their chapel, while their pastor, 
Mr. W. H. Ranson, preached to us a 
Gospel sermon very encouraging to 
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both seekers and teachers. The children 
sang- heartily, and interested us with 
recitations. At the aftemoon and even
ing service the ohapel was well filled 
and collections for the echool enooura: 
ging. June 29th. Again, it is the 
~abbath-day, and once again it is our 
JOY at Blakenbam to see the baptietry 
open. Mr. Wall, of Bardwell is the 
preacher for the occasion, ~nd the 
Gospel is brought before us in such a 
way that instructs, intereats, and makes 
us glad, At the close of the morning 
service a young sister, who a short time 
since was a scbola.r in our school, was 
haptized by Mr. Wall. On Lord's-day 
July 6th, this youthful disciple wa~ 
received into full communion with the 
Blakenham Church. A few choice suit
able words were spoken by our beloved 
brother, E. Haddock. We thank God 
and take courage. It is the first time in 
the history of the Blakenham Church 
that one so young bas been added. 
May the Lord add many such.-M, A. 
MOORE. 

THE S'GRREY TABERNACLE AND 
THE LORD'S POOR. 

A DEEPLY interesting gathering as
sembled here on July 5th, the day fixed 
for the 500,000 of London's poor to dine 
at the King's expense. For the benefit 
of the aged poor of their own :flock, the 
aged pilgrims of the Camberwell 
Asylum, and" many others,'' the pastor 
and dee.cone of the Surrey Tabernacle 
set to work to collect privately the 
means to supply these disciples of the 
Lord with a_ good dinner and savoury 
Gospel provision such as their souls 
delight in. A busy band of happy 
workers soon set to carry out the well
arranged plan, and on the morning of 
the 5th two coach loads of happy 
pilgrims from the Asylum joined their 
fellow-travellers to the Zion above in 
the Vestry of this God-honoured 
eanctu~r:,, to partake of the bounties 
loye had _spread, The loaded tableP, 
with prov1s1ons abundant and various, 
were soon furnished with guests. The 
bountiful meal over all adjourned to 
the chapel, where a large gathering of 
friends awaited the afternoon meeting. 

The pastor read Psa. xiv., prayer was 
offered, and he then addressed the meet
ing. Stirring addresses full of spiritual 
savour were delivered by brethrenCrow
burst, Rundell, Green and Stockwell. 

Another adjournment was ma.de to 
the Vestry, this time to partake of a. 
bountiful tea and enjoy social inter
course, at the close of which the pastor 
especially thanked brother Boulden for 
his labours in connection with thi~ 
happy event, not forgetting all who hi.d 
joined with him in giving of their sub
Htance and help, with a special word for 
th_e _young people for their help ~o 
w1llmgly given. Jirotl.lt:r Jiouiden 

suitablf responded, the whole oonfre
gation Joined in the Doxology, and a ter 
the Benediction all joined heartily In 
singing the National Anthem. 

God blees these aged poor, and all who 
sent them home that night with a heart 
full of joy, prays-A LOVER OF THE 
SURREY TABERNACLE SAINTS, 

G U l L D F ORD ( OLD BAPTIST 
CHAPEL).-The above Church held 
their anniversary services on July 13th 
and 16th, 1902. 'l'he pastor, W, Chisnall, 
preached in the morning from the 
word~, "Then were the disciplts glad 
when they saw the Lord" (John xx. 20) 
and spoke of1(I) The Divine revelation; 
(2) 'l'he joyful experience; (3) The 
ea.use of their joy, when they saw the 
Lord ; and we have reason to believe 
that many were so helped to eay the 
same. In the evening the text was 
1 Cor. i. 3: "Grace be unto you, and 
peace, from God our Father, and from 
the Lord Jesus Christ." On the follow
ing Wednesday Mr. J. Bush preached in 
the afternoon and evening, and we 
proved it to be a time of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord, the 
evening text being especially helpful, 
"How many loaves have ye 7 go and see. 
... They say, Five" (Mark vi. 38); and 
the sp_iritual loaves, besides others, were: 
(l) Full and perfect redemption; (2) 
Peace with God; (3) Precious pro
mises; (4) Word of God; (5) Hope, 
even a good hope through grace. A 
very large gathering assembled and 
partook of tea, at five o'clook, in the 
schoolroom, the tables being nicely 
arranged and decorated with fruit and 
fiowerd. The large attendance at all 
the services being most encouraging to 
pastor and people, and the large number 
of friends from Cricket Hill, Farnham, 
Haslemere, Mayford, Reading, Woking, 
&c., &c., testify of the good will felt for 
the friends at the Old Baptist Chapel, 
Guildford. The collections, which were 
taken at each service, amounted to over 
:£13. Our grateful praises ascended up 
to our covenant God for all His mercies, 
Hitherto bath the Lord helped us.
W. CHISNALL. 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH.-The eighty
sixth anniversary of the Sabbath-school 
was celebrated on Lord's-day, July 20th, 
Pastor E. Marsh was again the preacher 
for the day. Morning, afternoon and 
evening the chapel was very full. It 
was truly the children's day, while the 
preciou~ truths of the everlasting 
G"spel made glad the hearts of all who 
know that precious Christ, at whose 
command we "gather the children." 
It was a delightful sight to see the 
three galleries crowded with happy 
children, and to hear their ready 
answers to the preacher's questions, 
with every seat filled below, and many 
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unable to get a seat at the evening 
gathering. The hymns were beauti
fully sung by the eoholare, aided by a 
well-trained ohoir. Some good old 
tunes that all oould join in made the 
eervioe ol praise a pleasure and delight. 
The oolleotione for the day amounted 
to £12 lle. IOid,, being an advance on 
previous years. The blessing of the 
Lord ie with pastor Jarman and hie 
truth-loving labouring flock, Praise 
the Lord. 

OROYDON ( DERBY-ROAD), - The 
twenty-sixth anniversary of the above 
place of worship took place on ,July t.t, 
when brother E. Mitchell, of London, 
preaohed an excellent sermon in the 
afternoon from Jonah ii. 9, ·• Salvation 
ie of the Lord," which was highly 
appreciated by the goodly number 
gathered. The usual social tea followed, 
after which a public meeting, under 
the presidency of brother A . .Boulden, 
of the Surrey Tabernacle, who struck 
a good key-note on Psalm cxxii. 1, 
and called up brother R. E. Sears, 
who spoke on Psalm lxxii. 6, brother 
Fells on Micah vii. 7, brother E. 
Mitchell on Psalm xcvi. 2, and brother 
H. Dadswell on Hebrews ii, 8, 9. Our 
brethren were enabled by the Holy 
Spirit to give us " goodly words," and 
the peopie appreciated them, and 
" willingly offered unto the Lord " a 
record oolleotion, The pastor expressed 
gratitude to God "for Hie goodness," 
and to all the people who so cheerfuUy 
and liberally helped to make the anni
versary a success, and closed with the 
Benediction.-EBENEZER BEECHER. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE new Annual Report of the Society 
has just been published. It contains 
much that is likely to interest all who 
desire the welfare of the Lord's aged 
poor, Good pictures of the four Homes 
add to its attractiveness, The report 
only is for free distribution ; with lists 
of subscribers and pensioners, its price 
is sixpence. Leaflets and booklets for 
general circulation will be gladly 
supplied from the Office. 

* * * On Wed·needay afternoon, September 
11th, a meeting will be held at Walton
on-the-Naze, under the presidency of 
Lieut.-General Sir W. Stirling. It is 
hoped that a good number of the 
Society's friends will mi.ke an effort to 
be present, 

* * * The recent Anniversaries of the 
London Homes have been well attended 
and the financial results have been 
better than usual. At Oamberwell, the 
afternoon sermon was preached by Mr. 

Lovely, and Genl. Sir W. Stirling pre
sided over the evening meeting, 
supported by Messrs. Lovely, Dolbey, 
Ewmg, Rundell, Soper, Boulden, Green, 
and other friends. The inmates have 
been kindly entertained to dinner and 
tea by the friends of the Surrey 
Tabernacle, and of Grove Chapel. . . • 

The Anniversary at Homsey Rise 
was enjoyed by the large number of 
friends who assembled. The grounds 
were looking their brightest and beet, 
and during the intervals were filled 
with little groups, glad of such a 
pleasant opportunity of Ohristian inter
course. The ladies held their Annual 
Sale of Work. Two sermons were 
preached by Mr. Lindsay Young and 
Mr, Tobitt. 

• • * The Annual Reunion Meeting of the 
Inmates of the London Homes has aiso 
taken place at Hornsey Rise Asylum, 
when a very pleasant day was spent by 
the aged friends. Lunch was provided 
for those from a distance, and tea for 
all, followed by a brief meeting, when 
the Oommittee gavo them a few hearty 
words of Chri•t1an greeting. 

ANNIE HAZEL. 
How mysterious are His dealings, and 

His ways past finding out. After a brief 
stay in the Church of Christ at Gurney
road, Stratford, this choice disciple is called 
to her eternal rest. Brought up under the 
faithful-ministry of Mr. Lambourne at War
boys, she was trained up in the truth from 
her childhood, A deep impression was made 
upon her mind when witnessing the baptism 
of her beloved mother and sister ; there was 
also a love for the prayer-meetings that 
gave hope in the heart of those watching 
over her youth. It was, however, but re
cently that she was brought to rejoice in the 
God of her salvation. She was called to part 
with two of her dear children by death, and 
in this hour of her bereavement the Lord so 
wrought upon her soul that she was 
brought into great distress of mind as to 
her eternal safety. But He who breaks the 
heart will bind it up. The penitent shall 
become the pardoned sinner. Never will the 
writer forget the joy of the Lord's-day 
morning in which she was brought into 
liberty from the words,·• These things have 
I spoken unto you, that in Me ye might 
have peace." She at once came forward to 
tell to others round what a dear Saviour she 
had found, or who had found her and 
brought her peace. It was the writer's 
privilege to baptize her on Lord:s-day _even
ing, November 27th, 18~8. The tollowmg 1s 
from a letter on the third anniversary of 
this happy event; she wrote:-" I cannot 
let the anniversary pass without a line. My 
earnest prayer i• to be kept, and I do want 
the dear Saviour to ho/,! my hantl. , .• I can 
look back and see the way the Lord has led 
me-how kind, how merciful, how full of 
love and gocdness to such a smful creature, 
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and I cannot think He will leave me nt Inst 
in trouble to sink." Distance from the 
chapel, nnd almost incessant attacks of 
bronchitis and asthma, kept her much from 
H,s courts; but her seat wns never empty if 
she could fill it, During n time of much 
affliction last year she thus wrote: " How 
often we prove affliction is one of the means 
our dear Lord has of bringing us nea,•c,· 
to Himsl'l_f. We none of us, I think. cau s.'\y 
we Lke trials. but. when thev nre sanctified 
lo us. and we get n glimpse·br11011d, it more 
than mnkes np for the present. And does it 
not my it is 't.lll'ough much tribulation we 
musL enter the kingdom 1' I feel at times 
He i-; i·rru good to· nu -Hi.~ most unworthy 
d,ild. . . . There are trials here we can 
ne,·er understand. but when we think our 
Father's at the helm it should ent'ourage us. 
to still press onward." During last June, 
being in a very weak stnte, she souf?ht rest 
nnd change nt Southend, but with little 
benefit, being obliged to spend most of the 
time in bed. None, however, !,bought her 
end so near. On Friday, Jnl)• 4th, we walked 
with her in her garden conversing on the 
goodness of her God and ber hope that He 
would make His way and will known cou
cern ,ng her afflicted child. The next day, 
after several hours of intense suffering, she 
passed away, to be for ever with her Lord. 
We laid the mortal remains to rest on the 
following Thursday in llfa,nor Park Ceme
tery, after a brief sen-ice in Gurney-rvad 
Chavel, and on the following Lord's-day 
evening spoke on her home call from the 
words, •· Found of Him in peace," Mr. J. 
Lambourne, writing of an interview she had 
with him when brought into liberty, says: 
•· I shall never forget the feeling of satis
faction and delight I had while she was 
relating the Lord's goodness to her, and 
what a spirita.al union I felt spring up 
in my sonl, which is as strong as ever." She 
was but 34 years of age. The Lo,d comfort 
her bereaved husband with abundant 
answers to the prayers of His now glorified 
child, prays-E. MARSH. 

JOHN READ. 

The Church at Askett, Bucks., has sns
tained a severe loss by the death of brother 
John Read at the advanced age or 84 years. 
Our brother will be remembered by many 
as a bright, cheerful C;lu'istian, who took a 
lively interest in the welfare of our Churches 
and especially of the young. This he had 
do::ie from early life, having been amongst 
those who, with Sir George Williams, estab
lished the Y.M.C.A., and, whilst a member of 
the Soho Church,hisassiatance was given in 
the formation of the Sabbath-school the1'0at 
a time when they were not favoured by the 
Churches as they now are. Brother Read 
spent a considerable portion of his business 
life in London, but had resided within a few 
miles of Askett for about forty years, during 
which period he was an hononred member 
of the Church, and regularly journeyed lo 
the chapel services and Sm1day-school, and 
for several year• past he had filled the office 
of deacon. After a painfnl bnt short illness 
onr brother w.1s called home on 17th June 
last. The funeral took place on the following 
Friday in the Baptist Bnrial-ground at Had
denham. where the body was laid by the side 
of his wife and several of their children. 
Pastor WitLon, of Aylesbury, officiated, 
basing some remarks upon the words, "By 
the grace or God I am what Cam" (l Cor. 
xv. 111). All who knew our brother will re
member that this grace was his constant 
theme. On Sunday evening, 6t.h July, 
brother A. Dearing, of Bierton, alluded to 

the death, taking for his text the text, "For 
me to live is Christ, and to die Is gain," 
which he s&id were words trnly appllc&b!e 
to the departed one. Amongst the hymns 
chosen by himself to be sung on this occa
sion were " Rock of Ages" and "Jes· s1 Lover 
of my soul." The same Church had out re
cently suffered loss by the death of 

FREDERICK ROGERS, 

who, at the early age of 33, died on 4th July 
last. Th is brother, who has loft a sorrowing 
,vidow, was a teacher in the school, and also 
n.ctcl as Church secretary ; and brother 
B,tker, n_ow tho only remaining deacon, and 
the little flock feel the losses very keenly, 
but it is hoped that the Lol'd's band iY at 
work in bringing out others to take the 
places of the dear ones who are now In the 
more manifest presence o: Him who is too 
wise to err aud 1oogood to be unkind. May 
He sustain and comfort the hearts of the 
bcren \'Cd ones. 

EBENEZER TUBQUAND. 

Our departed brother was a descendant of 
th" persecuted Huguenots, and in his later 
years spent much time compiling an inter
esting account of his ancestors, which we 
should like to see published. About the year 
1840 he was led to " Salem," Bond-street, 
Brighton, and was much blessed under the 
ministry of the late ·Mr. Savory, whose 
memory he cherished with affection to the 
Inst. Here.he acted as leader of the singing 
and superintendent of the Sunday-school, 
then conducted in "the Lanes," before the 
erection of the p1·esent chapel, On removing 
to West Brighton, a few years after, and find
lng uo "Cause" he could unitewith,he,with 
a few others, obtained two empty rooms (the 
•·upper" was used for Divine worship and 
the ••lower" for a Sunday-school). A Church 
was formed, and much blessing followed the 
Word preached. Eventually a chapel was 
purchased, ani Mr. J. H. Dearoley be
came tb.e pastor. Visiting the place years 
after, our brother had the joy of seeing one 
of bis old scholars as the superintendent of o. 
prosperous school and the late Mr. •.rurner, 
the· beloved pastor of the Church. He was 
also the means of commencing o. Sunday
school in Church-street, Brighton, which 
has Jong been in a flourishing state. He 
lived the Gospel he loved, and was beloved 
by the saints of God for his choice Christian 
spirit. Removed from our fellowship at 
Gnrney-road, Stratford, he closed his 
jou: ney among the children of God at West
hill. Wandsworth. The evening before his 
deporture (which was on May 20th, 1902) he 
sang with great feeling-

" Bless the Lord, I can rise and tell 
The glories of Immanuel ; 
He brought me up from ,he miry clay 
And set my feet in the King·s highway: 

Sing-Glory, glory, glory." 
And thus he "entered into rest" a shock of 
corn fully ripe, and in the 85th year of his 
age. The fnneral service was conducted in 
the chapel and at the cemetery by Mr. W. 
Jeyes Styles, and a funeral sermon preached 
the following Lord's-day evening by Mr. J. 
E. Elsey, by special request of the dear 
deceased, he being a very old and valued 
friend. The Lord comfort his beloved com
panion, whose letter breathes such sweet 
resignation as she writes, " Will rou help me 
to bless the Lord for sustain,ng mercy." 
"The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day 
of trouble, and He knoweth them that trnst 
in Ilim."-E. MARSH, 



Job's Qtonjidqn~q and Qtonsoltttion. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

"I know that my Redeemer !iveth."-Job xix. 25. " I AM the man tha~ ha~h se~n affliction,'_' is the sorrowful cry ?f the 
prophet Jeremiah m his Lamentat10n. He appears to claim the 

pre-eminence in the school of suffering, and speaks as if the affliction that 
others may have suffered was as nothing compared with his. We must 
admit that J er.emiah had taken a high degree in the university of sorrow, 
yet it seems to us that Job in his own way had been a<:1 sorely tried as he 
had been, and that his degree was as high, if not higher, than J eremiah's. 
The suddenness of his calamity aggravated Job's sorrow. The sun rose 
that fateful morning, and saw him the richest, greatest, most prosperous, 
and highly respected of the "sons of the east ; " but ere it had sunk 
beneath the western horizon it beheld him robbed of his possessions, and 
stripped of his children, like a noble tree that has been smitten and 
blasted by a lightning stroke. The blows came in quick succession, one 
upon another, the adversary reserving the heaviest stroke for the last, 
thinking that, after having weakened him by the news of the loss of his 
property and the death of his servants, he should overthrow him 
altogether by the death of his beloved children. As with an avalanche 
everything was carried away. Yet the measnre of his sorrow was not yet 
full. His body must suffer together with.his mind. He is smitten with 
a most painful and disgusting disease, and sits down among the ashes 
with " a potsherd to scrape himself withal." 

· We are not surprised at what we read concerning his three friends 
who "came to mourn with him and to comfort him. And when they 
lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up their 
voice, and wept ; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust 
upon their heads toward heaven." Could this be Job, the comely, the 
wealthy, the esteemed and respected, the very foremo3t man of his day ? 
Ho~ indeed is the mighty fallen ! How uncertain are all earthly 
things! A short time ago London, the Country, the Empire, we might 
almost say, the world, was expecting the Coronation of our King, and 
the accompanying grand processions, illuminations, and rejoicings. But 
a chill struck his Majesty, the expected proceedings were postponed, or, 
in many things, abandoned, and what was looked forward to as the 
grandest ceremony the world had ever seen did not take place. And 
though, through the mercy of the Lord, our King has been spared and 
crowned, yet under what difference of circumstance ! Shall we not hear 
the Lord's voice in these events, saying, " Set your affection on things 
above, not on things on the earth." He builds too low, and courts dis
appointment, who builds his hopes on anything beneath the skies. Ye 
that are rich, "trust not in uncertain riches, but in the living God." 

But to return to Job, the furnace was not snfficiently heated to fully 
test and refine this noble piece of gold-it must be " heated one seven 
times more than it is wont to be heated." His wife mnst turn against 
him ; and his friends, conceiving that they must have been mistaken m 

VoL. LVIII. S1wrirnllER, 1902. ~ 
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their original estimation of his character, conclude that he has been 
guilty of some outra.geous crime, or that he was a hypocrite now 
unmasked, and deal with him accordingly. 'l'hey, as it were, rubbed 
salt into his wounds, and greatly aggravated his sorrow. Thus he 
describes the treatment he has received : " My kinsfolk have failed, and 
my familiar friends have forgotten me. They that dwell in my house, 
and my maids, count me for a stranger : I am an alien in their. sight. 
I called my servant, and he gave me no answer ; I intreated him with 
my mouth. My breath is strange to my wife, though I intreated for the 
children·s sake of mine own body. Yea,young children despised me; I 
arose and they spake against me. All my inward friends abhorred me: 
and they whom I loved are turned against me. My bone cll'aveth to my 
skin and to my flesh, and I am escaped with the skin of my teeth." 
Here is no exaggeration, but simple truth. How pathetic is the cry that 
follows, wrung from the very heart of this much-tried man, sufficient one 
would think to move and melt the hardest heart-we cannot read it 
without tears,-" Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, 0 ye my 
friends; for the hand of God hath touched me." 

Let us pause a moment here. 0 ye afflicted people of God, for whom 
we principally write. ye who are tried in circumstances, afflicted in body, 
and it may be despised by those that are at ease. Perhaps you have 
been saying, with Jeremiah, "I am the man that hath seen affliction." 
Beware of Mr. Self-pity. Re poses as a friend full of sympathy, but he 
is one of our worst enemies, and the draughts that be administers are 
full of poison.. Consider a little. Is your case comparable to Job's ? 
We scarcely think it is. This much we know, that when we compare 
our own sorrows with his ours sink into insignificance, and seem unworthy 
of mention. But even if our troubles were as heavy as Job's, there is 
one who has gone far deeper. Our Lord became " a Man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief." Consider Him, and sing with Newton:-

" His way was much rougher and darker than mine ; 
Did Jesus thus suffer, and shall I repine?" 

Job's friends are representative men. There are still the same kind 
of men in existence in the world and in the Church. They have never 
done business in great waters. They have always enjoyed a goodly 
measure of prosperity themselves ; and it may be secretly attribute their 
freedom from deep trials to their own euperior wisdom or goodness, 
while they look somewhat askance upon poor, tried, and deeply afflicted 
saints ; and consider it is from lack of the wisdom and goodness, which 
they suppose themselves to possess, that their sorrows have arisen. Let 
such remember and consider the case of Job, and learn that eminent 
saints are moEt frequently eminent for the severiry of the trials through 
which they pass. To be at ease in Zion, with ~ seeming unbroken pros
perity is not altogether a gor:d sign. In the Judgment pronounced on 
Moab 'we read: "Moab bath been at ease from bis youth, and he bath 
settled on his lees, and bath not been emptied from vessel to vessel." 
This state of things presa!(ed final ruin. Some are not tried because 
there is nothing to test. God oft puts his gold through the fire. 

" Bastards may escape the rod, 
Sunk in earthly vain delight : 

But the trueborn child of God 
Must not, would not if he might." 
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"As many as I love I rebuke and chasten." " It is better to be preserved 
in brine than to rot in sugar." " It is through much tribulation that we 
must enter the kingdom." 

We cannot pass on without remarking that Job's trials were meant 
for the benefit of others beside himself. Doubtless they worked together 
for his own personal good, according to the apostle's words : " We know 
that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to His purpose." But Job's personal 
benefit did not exhaust God's purposes in His dealings with His servant
He had the benefit of myriads of other believers in His mind. " Theo. 
said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your 
sakes that I was not there, to the intent that ye may believe'' (John xi. 
14-, 15). The death of Lazarus, and the anguish of Martha and Mary, 
were for the benefit of the twelve. So Paul, writing to the Corinthians, 
says : "Whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation 
. . • or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and 
salvation" (2 Oor. i. 6). Millions of believers have been benefited 
through Job's trials and deliverance. "Ye have heard of the patience 
of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very 
pitiful, and of tender mercy" Yes, verily, we have heard, and been 
greatly helped and cheered thereby. How much poorer we should have 
been had Job never suffered, or his history not been recorded. In 
measure the same thing is true of the afflictions of the saints now. We 
none of us live entirely to ourselves. The members of the one body are 
closely connected, and derive benefit one from another. 

Bnt we have nearly reached the limit of our space, and have not 
reached the point we set out to write upon. If the Lord will, we may 
endeavour to write upon that next month. We will only just say that 
afflicted and tormented as Job was he was not entirely without consolation. 
And although his faith was often brought very low, he could yet look 
forward to a happy issue from all his trials. " When He hath tried me, 
I shall come forth as gold," was the assurance of his mind. And, as in 
the words at the head of this paper, his faith takes a sublime and lofty 
flight as he crie3 with sacred confidence, " For I know that my Redeemer 
liveth." This is grand, glorious, and consoling. This precious fact may 
and should be placed over against all our trials, difficulties, and sorrows. 
We can never be bereft of hope or consolation while our R~deemer lives; 
for He is the Head, Fountain, and Source of all life and comfort to all 
His believing family. 

"BELIEVERS lose their comfort by living upon their frames, 
instead of the promise of God, and the perfect atonement of 

• the Son of God. Our frames, when truly child-like, are pre
cious fruits of thP Spirit, and are the blessed couseqnencei of 
a real faith that worke~h by love ; they prove the genuineness of 
faith and show the activity of its actings. Bt1t t~1e ground of faith 
is not what is wrought in me, but the Word of God, and the work of 
Ohrist."-J. H. E. 

" •TWILL O'O down into the grave unto my son mf)urning,' says Jacob 
(Gen. xxxvii. 35). 'Yo~ sh~ll _go to your own so~_,rejoic,~ag, and go 
down into the grave blessmg, smth the Lord (Gen. xlvm.15). -J. H. E. 
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JESUS TEMPTED IN THE WILDERNE.SS.-No .. IV.· 
BY THOMAS HENSON. 

. " Again, t_he devil "ta.lnng Him up into an exceeding high mountain, shewed 
Hlln all the kmgdoms of the world, and the glory of them in ·a moment of time. 
And the devil said unto Him, All _thes~ things, and all this power will I give Thee, 
a.nd the glory of them: for that 1s delivered unto me ; and to whomsoever I will 
I give it._ If Thou ther~fore wilt fall down and worship m!J, all shall be Thine." 
-Matt. iv. 8, 9; Luke 1v. 5, 6, 7. 

THE mystery deepens. The devil exhibited the beauty and the 
worldly splendour of the kingdoms; but he concealed their innate· 

corruptions, vices, and wretched failures. He offered the kingdoms of 
this world as the objects of the heart's love: he did not say that " If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.'' 
Beautifully and graphically does quaint Francis Quarles say :-

" My soul, what is lighter than a feather? Wind. . 
Tha.n wind? The fire. And what than fire? The mind. 
What's lighter tha.n the mind? A thought. Than thought? · 
THIS BUBBLE WORLD, What tha.n this bubble? Nought." 

Balaam loved the world because it led him to Balak's wealth. 
Demas loved this present world and forsook Paul the servant of Jesus. 
The enemy tempts souls through the natural eyes. Eve saw "that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes." The devil 
hoped that Jesus might be entrapped and caught through His eyes; he 
showed Him all the kingdoms ; thinking, trusting that there might be 
avarice, greed, ambition, hastiness in His nature, which would clutch 
at the dazzling splendour of the glory of them. 

There are various explanations offered as to the way in which the 
devil managed these temptations. Some regard them as vision'! of the 
imagination, bot that would be impossible for Jesus. Some regard them 
as suggestions made to the mind by the devil. This certainly is more 
possible, and is, doubtless; the way he tempts the disciples of Jesus, but 
the narrative seems to imply more than suggestions to the mind. Others 
regard them as literal, personal interviews, conversations, and actions. 
On the face of the narratives this appears more probable, but it is beset 
with difficulties. The processes we cannot now understand ; the truth 
contained in the narrative we can feel and realize in our experience; 
Jesus was tempted. Faith grips that fact. Love kindles at the thought 
of it. Hope casts her anchor into the mysterious depths of it, and is at rest. 

It is noticeable that the devil does not begin this temptation as he had 
begun the others, with that-~.ijThou·art the Son of God." But though 
he changed his tactics with the LORD and Master, he continues that 
desolating if in his assaults on the disciple. And whenever he can fix 
that if on the heart of a child of God he secures an open way through 
which he can haraEs the soul with fiery darts. It is probable that Satan 
knew the mission of Jesus, and also knew that He was the Son of God, 
and that He was come to establish the kingdom of God ; he had the 
same means of knowing that as well as he knew the ninety-first psalm. 
If that be so, what an amazing temptation this is ! The scene presented 
to the eye, the glory spread before the mind, the offer to make a gift of 
all on one condition, and that condition, " If Thou wilt fall down and 
worship me ! " If Thou wilt become my servant, and acknowledge my 
supremacy! Surely this was the masterpiece of tempting impudence, 
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. arl'ogance, and insult. After this, can any child of God wonder at the 
temptatipns by which he is pierced? H passes human comprehension 1 
It was a bid for the sovereignty of the universe; it was an attempt to 
dethrone God and to usurp His government. 

This temptation must have been the most bitter one to .Jesus, to His 
pure, holy soul. It must have been unspeakably bitter to His cons~ious
ness of oneness and holy communion with God. The devil's CJndition 
and daring wickedness seem too terrible to be put into words, and no 
human mind can understand the condescension of Jesus in submitting 
to it. We can conceive of a convicted murderer insulting his judge; 
but for a rebel angel, a fallen angel, an outcast angel, an augel reserved 
in chains under darkness, awaiting his final doom, to make such an offer, 
such a propo11ition to Jesus Christ, should make us stand in awe of him; 
for he .is also our deadly foe. It is this awful enemy against whom 
every saved sinn.ir has to wrestle. To yield to temptation is to fall 
dow~ to the devil. "In the first and sec,:md temptations Satan bad 
not spoken of himself; he had not divulged any hint of his own plans, 
or purposes, or desires. But baulked in them by the faithfulness of 
Jesus, qe now drops the mask, appears in his own person, and openly 
avows his object.''* 

If the tel'l'ible assaults of the devil upon Jesus be an objective lesson 
to us of his malevolent 11ims and intentions towards the saints of the 
Most High God, then, in the condescansion of Jesus, in His suffering 
these temptations on our account, · in His faithful resistance, in His 
conquest and victory, let us also see another demonstration of His 
thoughts toward us, of His example put before us tha~ we should follow 
in His steps, and also of His fitness to be our High Priest ; fitness, 
because• He suffered for us and with us ; fitness, because though 
tempted, He was sinless ; fitness, because fellowship in suffering begets 
and deepens sympathy with similar suffering. Our High Priest can be 
touched· with the feeling of our infirmities ; to Him we may go with 
boldness when tempted. · 

Christ came to suffer, to die, to redeem, and to build up His 
kingdom on His own living self. Satan's design was to prevent His 
success by seeming to facilitate it. The Jews were eager and anxious 
for a conquering Prince who should speedily raise their nation to more 
than Solomon's glory. Satan's proposal was a cunningly laid snare 
apparently in that direction; but Jesus could not, would not, lose sight 
ot the cross in the glitter of the devil's splendour. With a deceitful 
show the enemy offered to " Save Him all tbe long conflict and suffering 
which, if not doubtful in its issues, would be painful in its progress.' 
The impure judge the pure by themselves, and the devil, who put it 
into the heart of .Judas to take a b, ibe and sell his Lord, seems to have 
thought that if he offered a bribe big enough, he, himself might buy 
Him. " Eve1·y man has his price " said a great politician. Some, like 
Alexander the Great, and Napoleon I. can be bought with kingdoms 
only ; others, like Judas, are satisfied with thirty pieces of silver. Christ 
came not to be bought but to pur0hase His kingdom with His own 
blood. 

"All these things-all this power-and the glory of them will I give 
to Thee." The temptations which we suffer contrast, rather than com-

* Ha.nna.. 



266 .THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

pare, with those that Jesus endured. This, on the "exceeding high 
mountain," was a gorgeous exhibition of worldly splendour, such as 
other human eyes have never seen. Power, authority, government, 
glory ! "It was the costliest bait ever offered to innocence." 
P_?wer is a great temptation to many ; men who will not stoop to low 
vices will wade through seas of blood to obtain it. Men who abhor 
cruelty will practice the most shameful deceits to obtain power and glory. 
'l'his offer was the devil's last hope. The things which are seen are but 
temporal ; the tempter knew that, but he did not tell Jesus. What he 
offered was but a painted bauble compared with the good conscience of 
Jesus. For true, beneficent power Jesus could wait. After three years 
of faithful service and patient suffering He again stood upon a mountain 
and proclaimed," All power is given unto Me in heaven and on earth." 
And so it is written for the s1ints : " BlePsed is the man that endureth 
temptation ; for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life ; 
which the LORD hath promised to them that love Him" (James i. 12). 
Power was given to Jesus, not by the god of this world, but by the God 
of eternal righteousness. '' All the kingdoms of this world" was Satan'11 
offer ; " My kingdom is not of this world" was Christ's answer. These 
two kingdoms-yea, worlds, are still set before men-the devil's kingdom 
-Christ's kingdom ; the devil's world-Christ's world. 

Luke tells us the devil showed Him all these kingdoms, and power, 
and glory, "in a moment of time." Tr,mptations are swift, giving no 
time for consideration, hence the need of being always on the watch
tower, sword in hand. Sins are often swift plunges-without reflection, 
in moments of weakmss. Consequences are incalculable; the possession 
and pleasures are short, momentary, the consequences may be r:ternal. 
Satan canies the soul away from the watch-tower, and sets it on the 
mount of entrancement, or hurries it into the rapids. Are we never 
beset with thfse terrible moments? Well might Jesus pray : "Keep 
them from the evil." Blessed are the soule, which, by grace, are com
mitted to His keeping. The fall of a moment may cost long shame and 
sorrow, with much bitter repentance before the Lord. Let us be thank
ful unto God that "with Him there is forgiveness, ttat He may be 
feared." In a moment of time the soul may reach its Refuge. 

The history of battles is a terrible tale, but no battle that ever raged 
on this earth can compare with this battle which now engages our 
thoughts-a battle which began nearly ninetrnn centuries ago, and is 
still raging. There was Christ the Son of Man, who had come down 
from God, and from heaven's glory, and from the angelR; and there 
also was the devil, a fallen angel, the sworn foe of God and His universe, 
who had for this tremendous fight come up from the regions of hell and 
darkness ; and, though the battle was fought in the wilderness, on the 
pinnacle, and on the exceeding high. mountain, it was being fought 
between the human spirit of Christ and the spiritual powers of the air. 
We may be sure that the infinite and eternal God, with the angel hosts 
of heaven were looking on_, witnesses of Christ and His conflict ; and we 
may be sure, also, that all hell's hosts were absorbed in the great issue. 
Amazement, wonder, and awe almost baffle the soul as we think of it. 0 
blessed art 'l'hou, 0 Lamb of God, Captain of our Salvation, Thou hast 
overcome the world and the devil, and hast opened the kingdom of 
heaven to all Tby people. 
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All the kingdoms of this world, with the power and the glory of them, 
could not-cannot be a glory to Jesus Christ, except as He makes them 
His own, and mee~ for His glory and honour by the blood which He 
shed for sin, and by the regeneration of the Holy Spirit. In t,he Book of 
Daniel we read, "I saw in the night visions, and behold, One like the 
Son of Man came, with the clouds of heaven ; ·and came to the Ancient 
of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. And there was given 
unto Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages, should serve Him: His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed" (vii. 13, 14). "And the government shall be upon 
His shoulder • . . Of the increase of His government and peace 
there shall be no end" (Isa. ix. 6, 7). With these promises treasured 
in His heart He fought against the false visionary offer of the devil. 
He could wait, till in God's hour, the kingdoms should be given to Him 
by Hid Father. I have said the battle is still ra~ing ; Satan still offers 
his glittering bait to the world, and to the Church ; and these, like 
Bunyan's "Passion" and "Patience," are daily be,et by this form of 
temptation. The godless, like Passion, fall down, and take their 
portion now. The saints, like Patience, wait, resting on the promises 
of the King ; they wait for the unfading glory ; theirs is the good fight 
of faith. 

If the devil could not allure Jesus from His fidelity, he has suc
ceeded in alluring the faithless Church away from Him. In the early 
ages he showed the kingdoms, with their power and glory to the pro
fessing Church; and in Constantine's days and after, he transformed 
the Church in the world into the Papacy with its gor11:eous splendour of 
gold, precious stones, and powerful hierarchy of rulers and governors • 
but God has ever retuned for Himself "seven thou~and " of the faithful 
in the wilderness. The subtlety of the enemy was not permitted to 
deceive the elect. Errors have crept in ; false doctrine has been sown 
among the truth. The devil's" if'' took root, and its fruit denies to-day 
that Jesus is " the Son of God." But it has been tersely said by an able 
writer: "Let the devils be what they may, they are not Socinians."• 
The battle of the kingdoms is still raging, but the victory is certain. 
The day is coming when there will be " great voices" in heaven, sayingt 
"Alleluia ; " and again, "Alleluia ; salv.ation and glory, and honour and 
power, be unto the LORD our GoB, for the kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our LORD, and of His CHRIST, and He shall 
reign for ever and ever." Christ is conqueror; crown Him Lord of all. 
A.men .. 

Old Charlton. 

Goon John Bunyan having preached one day with particular 
warmth and enlargement, some of his friends, after service was over, 
took him by the hand, and could not help observing what a sweet 
sermon he had delivered. "Aye," said the good man, "yon need not 
rnmind me of that, for the devil told me of it before I was out of the 
pulpit." 

TAKE God into thy council. Heaven overlooks hell.-Gitmall. 

* Quoted by Rev. W. H. Krause, A.l\I. Sermons, 1859. 
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-~bpmsitor,i §apen on th.e ~pisstl~ to the Jo1mnus. 
BY (THE LA.TE) G. w. SHEPHERD. 

No. 21.-Cru.PTER VIII.-14-18. 

QUITE a new phase of the subject is now presented to our admiring 
contemplation. Hitherto we have been led to consider the lost 

condition of man through sin, and the only way of salvation by Jesus 
Christ. In our earlier remarks we compared tbe Apostle to " a wise 
master builder," who first clears the site for his erection by showing all 
the world to be guilty before God, and digs out for the foundation he 
has to lay of salvation by Christ only, by proving both Jew and Gentile 
to be in such a condition that by the deeds of the law [neither Jew nor 
Gentiles in fact]," no flesh living" can be justified. From this point \ll"e 
have advanced, step by step, with the subjects of justification and 8anctifi
cation, until, at length, the building is so far advanced that the hoarding 
may be removed, and we may have a view of the elevation, which the master 
mind of the Apostle did not choose to disclose at first. Had he commenced 
with election and the sovereign decrees of God, he would, in all human 
probability, have excited the animosity of those whom he desired to con
vince, but, as he says in another place, " being crafty, I caught you with 
guile." • 

* We are sorry to see this passage of Scripture misapplied by our Author, 
There was neither craftiness nor guile about the Apostle Paul. On the contrary, 
his conduct was ever as transparent as the day, The servants of Satan may use 
craft and guile to entangle poor miserable sinners, but the servant of the Lord 
must ever be open and candid, in this resembling his Lord and Master. One 
mark of the blessed man is thus presented to us in Pse.. xxxii. 2, " In whose 
spirit there is no guile." And our Lord thus characterises Ne.thane.al," Behold 
an Israelite indeed" (e. true Israelite), "in whom is no guile I " 

The passage quoted (2 Car. xii. 16), is not a confession by Paul that he had 
employed ere.ft or guile in his dealings with the Corinthians, but the statement 
of an objection that the false apostles at Corinth had brought age.inst him-a 
false accusation, which he repudiates with all the strength of his soul. Thus 
A. R. Fausset e:l'plains this passage, "' I did not bwrden you.' The' I' (Greek) 
is emphatic. A possible insinuation of the Corinthians is anticipated and 
refuted. You may say, 'Granted that I did not burden you myself; nevertheless 
being crafty, I caught you with guile '-viz., me.de a gain of you by means of 
others (1 These. ii. 3). To Paul's reply: You know well I did not. Mve.esooia.tee 
were a.e disinterested as myself." 

The words quoted by our Author-and we have not unfrequently heard them 
employed in the way that he uses them-a.re really a. wicked slander and 
calumny on the Apostle's character, which had not the slightest foundation in 
fa.et, and which he triumphantly refutes by a.n appeal to bis own conduct, and 
that of his fellow-workers. A Divine prudence and wisdom God bestowed richly 
upon His servant, but all era.ft and guile were abhorrent to his soul, and should 
be for ever banished from the methods employed by the servants of the Lord. 
J. Ce.lv',n writes thus on the passage:-" These~ words intimate, that Paul had 
been blamed by malevolent persons, a.s though he had in a. clandestine way pro
cured, through means of hired persons, what he had refused to receive with his 
own bands-not that he had done any such thing, but they measure others, a.s 
they say. with their own ell. For it is customary to the wicked impudently to 
impute to the servants of God, whatever they would do, if they bad it in ~heir 
power. Hence, Paul is constrained, with the view of clearing himself of a. 
charge impudently fabricated, to defend the integrity of those whom he sent, for 
if they bad committed any error, it would have been reckoned to hie account.'' 
-[ED.] 
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We may gather from ~ence, tha~ in . explaining and defending the 
Gospel the better method 1s to begm with the undoubted and indisput
able fact of man's ruin through sin, and [then] to force home the 
acknowledgment of the truth of the Gospel by showing upon examina
tion the unsuitability and insufficiency of anything and everythino
beside to meet the condition and circumstances which must be admitted. 
And when the admission is made it will be easier to go to the root of 
things, in the el;eroal purpose of Jehovah, than it is ro begin there. In 
the experience of many of us the et;ernal decrees of God were at first a 
stumbling-block, because we, as it were; wanted to set [our] foot upon 
the top round of the ladder before we had well felt our footing on the 
bottom one ; but we found that we must begin with " repentance towards 
God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ:" and from this point only 
conld we advance onward and upward. The Lord Jesus says-"Alt tltat 
the Father GIVETH Me shall come to Me ; " but we can only know our 
interest in t.hat gift, ani all its blessed and saving results, by the 
experience of what follows-" And him that COMETH TO ME, I will in 
no wise cast out." 

" For as many as are led. by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God. For ye have not received the Spirit of bondage again to fear ; but 
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children 
of God ; and if children, then heirs : heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified 
together. ~or I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us." 

This is a great advance upon anything that has been said before. 
To be.pardoned bv God is a great thing, to be justified is greater; but 
to be owned as His child is greater than all. Thus ,John says, " Behold, 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God" (1 John iii. 1), It is not merely the fact of 
God's love that our attention is: called to, nor the degree of it ; but the 
manner or kind of love that it is-that of the father to the son. The 
proof of interest in this love is, first, '' being led by the Spirit of God " 
to believe in Christ for justification, for all snch are His sons. The 
same Spirit, which, by this leading, deliveri! us from legal '' bondage," 
and the fear connected with it, becomes. to us a " Spirit of adoption," 
"whereby we cry, Abba, Father." Adoption signifies the admission to 
the privileges of sonship without posse~sing any personal claims to them; 
we are made sons of God by grace, though not so by nature. The eternal 
will of the Father being the sole ground of our adoption, the Spirit of 
adoption is the Holy Spirit of God, bearing witness within us that such 
is our happy condition, and our crying Abba, Father, is the gracious 
effect of His operations. The word Abba, unr ranslated, is Syriac, and 
the mean.in!? doubtful, at least to those who cannot decide when judges 
disagree, the word Father is the rendering of the Greek. We give, with
out preference, two opinions. First, that the one word belongs to the 
Gentiles, and the other to the Jews, God's children being found among 
them both. Secondly, that "Abba" was a word forbidden to slaves, 
and in use among free-men only; and therefore implies that the sons of 
God are not in bondage, but are free indeed.* Leaving this question 

• 11 The Ara.ma.io, 'Abba.,' used by our Lord in His hour of darkness, ha.d 
probably become an almost persona.I no.me to the believers." -H. C. G. Moule. 

. T 
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to the learned, it is clear that all true believer!\ are the adopted children 
of God, and may address Him with perfect liberty as their Father. The 
witness of the Spirit before mentioned is thus to be understood. In the 
Word of God the promises of mercy are addressed to certain characters, 
as the poor, needy, heavy laden, hungry, thirsty, those that seek, knock, 
desire, wait., pray, &c. Now our own spirit bears witness that are that 
very character. To this the Holy Spirit sets His seal by applying the 
promise, so that we haVfl the testimony of the written Word, our own 
experience, and the Holy Ghost Himself ; and thus "in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses shall every word be established." 

A further proof of our being the children of God, is fellowship with 
Christ in His sufferings. "lf so be that we suffer with Him." This 
suggests the true nature of our sonship. It is union with Christ. We 
have before traced both justification and sanctification -to that union, 
and now this further blessing is seen to proceed from the same source. 
Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and His Sonship in this particular 
differs from OURS, who are but adopted children. But this distinction 
admitted, ours is as real and lasting as His. As previously observed, He 
is the Head, and we the members of one body •. Thus also we are the 
heirs of God, being "joint-heirs with Christ." So that we do not reQeive 
portions, like Abraham's children by Keturah, but have the same interest 
as the Firstborn Himself, being all children of promise. Now we may 
be said to suffer with Him representatively, when He died on the cross; 
for we are redeemed by that trans¾ction. We suffer with Him also when 
we taste of the terrors of law in our conscience when first awakened, save 
that His sufferings were real, ours only apprehensive; His meritorious, 
ours are not. We suffer with Him also in being hated by the world for 
His sake, and in taking up His. cross daily and following Him. 

Besides being a proof of sonship and joint-heirship, this suffering is 
further counterpoised by the reflection that we shall be also glorified to
gether. We shall participate in all His greatness, wealth, honour, power, 
dominion, happiness, and glory for ever ; His own presence, !!mile, com
munion, and fellowship filling up the measure of our eternal joy. 

And the more to fix our attention upon the glory rather than the 
suffering which we are so prone to regard, the Apostle institutes a com
parison between the two, and tells us that, in his judgment, the one 
is not to be compared with the other. Now, when a person says, 
"I reckon," we take his opinion for what it is worth, and that de
pends upon what he knows of what he is talking about. But 
the Apostle was inspired, and therefore speaks by the Spirit of 
God. Apart from this, however, his knowledge of the subject gives 
weight to bis utterances. His knowletlge of glory was exceptional. 
He had been caught up to the third heaven, where abundant revelations 
were made to him. Moreover, he came down again in the flesh, 
bringing with him the recollection of his glorious vision. And, 
although he wos unable to describe what he saw, the influence of it 
remained. As to the sufferings of this present time his knowledge 
was no less extensive (see 2 Oor. xi. 23-33). What with imprisonment, 
stoning, scourging, shipwreck, hunger, thirst, cold, and nakedness, his 
cat&.logue is a long one, and fully entitles him to give his judgment in 
the matter. His glimpse of glory was brief, and his acquaintance with 
suffering long ; but putting the two into the balances, he reckons that 
the one is not worthy to be compared with the other. 
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We may here make another brief pause with advantage. Observe 
that until the doctrine of sonship is introduced no mention is made of 
suffering for Christ's sake. In dealing with the subject of our ruin by 
nature and practice, and in explaining generally God's remedy, this sub
ject had no suitable place. And at the first glance it seems strange, that 
no sooner is the climax of argument reached, and the doctrine advanced 
of the very highest possible relation of believers to God, than the quest;on 
of suffering is introduced. But evidently this ia to meet a primary 
objection that might arise-" If the children of God, why sufferers? if 
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, why so much and so often 
in tribulation?" But, as the Apostle shows in another place (2 Cor. 
iv. 7), suffering is not inconsistent with sonship. " For our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; while we look, not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen ; for the 
things which are seen are temporal ; but the things which r,re not 
seen are eternal." Our Lord Himself says, that through much tribu
lation His saints shall enter the kingdom ; • and there is a manifest 
propriety in many ways, in respect to the many sons that are brought 
unto glory, that they should follow the Captain of their salvation, 
who was made perfect through sufferings. " Unto you it is given in 
the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer 
for His sake." 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

Feathered Folk. No. 9.-Falcons and kindred Birds of Prey. 

FALCONS are strong and bold hunters, swift-winged, keen-eyed, and 
. are said to be very long-lived. The largest are rather less than 
two feet high, and inhabit the Arctic regions, Greenland, Norway, and 
other northern par, s of the world, feeding on grouse, geese, and a variety 
of sea birds. The "peregrine," or common falcon (so called because 
it travels almost everywhere, and is found in almost all countries), is 
very daring and dashing, and the female, which is much larger and more 
powerful than the male, will defend its young in the bravest manner, 
even attacking an eagle that interferes with its nest, and has been 
known to stun and overpower its big antagoniEt, although the peregrine is 
not a very large falcon. One caught in the Cape of Good Hope is said 
to have worn a gold collar, stating on the inscription that it belonged to 
James I., which would make it at the time of its capture at least 187 
years old, and it did not seem to have felt the infirmities of age even 
then. 

Falconry, or the hunting of game by falcons, used to be a favourite 
pastime of kings and great people in the East and in Europe; the grand 
falcon being reserved for the king, the peregrine for earls; while merlins, 
goshawks, and kestrels might be employed by others according to their 

* Our Author has oonfused our Lord's saying, " In the world ye sha.ll have 
tribulation," with the apostolio statement, "That we must through much tribu
lation enter the kingdom of God" (John xvi, 23, a.nd Acts xiv. 22). But his argu
ment is not affected thereby, as both passages tea.eh the sa.me t~uth.-[En.J 
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rank. Like most other hunting sports it does not seem to have lacked 
many cruel elements, and there feems no rearnn to regret that it has 
very largely gone" out of date." Still it is very probable that (as some 
writers have pointed out) the slaughter of falcons by gamekeepers has 
been rather detrimental than helpful to the birds they sought to protect ; 
for the falcons would have done little else, if left to do nature's bidding, 
than clear off the most weakly and sickly of the flock of grouse, and 
similar feathered folk. "The survival of the fittest " being one of the 
la~s by which God's great kingdom of nature is goverl!ed, and which 
if too much interfered with by human wisdom is sure to work disastrously 
in the animal world. 

Hawks, including kestrels, merlins, sparrow-hawb, and others were 
very common in Palestine, as also kites, and many other birds of prey, 
all "unclean" by the law of Moses, unfit for food or sacrifice by the 
Israelites. 

Kestrels are graceful birds about 12 or 14 inches long, and are very 
useful in destroying insects, mice, and the like; a single kestrel is com
puted to be able to destroy 10,000 mice during its stay upon our shores. 
It also eats beetles, and when feeding its young will catch small birds to 
supply them with necessary nourishment. In the winter it will migrate 
as far as India, but does not -travel the length that some other birds wjll 
go. It is not nearly so bold as its larger relatives, but it is a hawk for 
all that, and ebows its true nature very unmistakably at times. 

In the Indian regions five epecies of little hawks or falco1,1.ets are 
known; all of them are tiny. not one measnring so much as seven inches 
long, yet they possess the characteristics of the larger falcons, and feed 
on still smaller birds and insects. 

May we not learn a lesson here ? Among human beings there are 
great differences concerning unrighteousness and wrong. Some are 
unquestionably great sinners, injurious, dangerous, cruel, vile ; others 
indulge only in what the wo:ld calls little sins, venial offences, insignifi,
cant wrongs, yet ".All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 
"There is none righteous, no not one ; " and there is a solemn difference 
between the birds and ourselves, the little falcons can never in the nature 
of things attain to the size and strength of their big relatiom;, bat who 
can tell to where "little" sins may lead, or bow great a sinner may be 
developed out of a child or youth that once begins to indulge in any 
kin1 of wrongdoing? .As the hymn says, 

" Ca.in once perhaps might start at what he soon would be, 
But they who trust an evil heart. may prove as vile as he." 

Just so with error," A little leaven soon leavens the whole lump." A 
little departure from Scripture truth, a little mixture of men's traditions, 
a few inventions of so-called "priests" and "fathers," and before people 
are aware, they have drifted away from the simplicity and purity of the 
true Gospel to another gospel, which is not Christ's Gospel at all, but a 
false, corrupted, evil thing. Popery, with all its deception, cruelty, 
ab3urdity, and idolatry grew by a process of "evolution" out of seem
ingly small and unimportant matters ; but once let the vessel drift from 
its moorings, and the tide will be sure to carry it further and further 
away ; once get upon the downhill course and how easily we slide or fall 
to the bottom. . 

Many of us, who love and cling to God's sacred Word as our only and 
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sufficient guide for all things necessary to life and salvation, are grieved 
and amazed at what we hear about Romanism in the Church of England, 
and h_ow many places once devoted to Prote3tant principles and the 
worship of God are now centre: of "superstition and idolatry," where 
~ospel light is exchanged for the light of crndles burning in the day
time on the so-called altar ; Christ and His atonement are dishonoured, 
and consecrated wafers worshipped instead, and confession to,. and pre
tended absolution by, a sinful man is substituted for the glorious 
proclamation," Take with you words, and turn unto the Lord: say unto 
Him, Take away all iniquity and receive us graciously." "Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrigh·eous man his thoughts; and let him 
return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy apon him, and to our 
God for He will abundantly pardon." How true it is that God's thoughts 
and ways excel men's :-

" High a.s the heavens a.re raised, 
Above the ground we tread." 

But how sad that in this enlightened twentieth century so many "love 
darkness rather than light," and reject the troth of God and folio l'I 

cunningly devised fables! Yet, dear reader, believe as when we assure 
you, that in the Church of England, as in the Church of Rome, the evil 
things have gradually, almost imperceptibly, grown, and" only a little 
error amid a mound of truth" slowly and stealthily works its way, till 
the "thin end of the wedge" makes it easy to drive the thick part 
"home ; " and like a vessel striking on the rocks, poor deluded souls 
make shipwreck concerning the faith, often perishing for ever in sin 
and falsehood. 

May the Spirit of truth guide us into all the truth ; may He, as He 
has done many times before, deliver deceived one ➔ out of the clutches 
of Satan, the prince of darkness, and may we each be helped to " watch 
and pray le,t we enter into temptation." 

We conclude our notes on birds of prey, by just referring to the 
"Harpy," which has a wide range in Oemral America, and the country 
adjacent from Mexico to Brazil. It is very strong and large, standing 
more than three feet six inches high, with bright eyes, a fine crest, and 
great strong talons. It makes great havoc among sheep, and even 
tackles calves and deer, so that it is a terror to the flocks and the 
farmers as well as the forest birds, furnishing us with just another 
illustration of our own danger as surrounded by swift, eager, and 
malignant spiritual foes. Great Shepherd of Israel, number us among 
Thy sheep; we are weak imd foolish, prone to go astray, but Thou 
hast said, and Thou art true, "My sheep shall never perish, neither shall 
any pluck them out of My hand." Be it unto us according to Thy 
gracious word. Amen. 

" F .I.ITH is no independent grace. It acts dependently ; it lives 
dependently. As faith lives on Jesus, so it lives by Jesus. He is 
its Author, He must be its Finisher, its C(lntinual support aud 
strength."-J. H. E. 

"ALL the sap of the tree is from the root; so all the grace of the 
spirit, all spiritual strength and usefulne3s1 is from Jesus the Root.''
J. H. E. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY p ASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

"According a.s He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy a.nd without blame before Him."- Eph. i. 4, 

IN our last paper we meditated on one of the most interesting subjects, 
viz.," spiritual blessings." We tried to show how richly God had 

blessed the Ephesian saints in the plentiful provision He had made for 
them during the whole course of their sojourn in this world of stern con
flict. This was discovered in the plenitude and permanency of those 
"spiritual blessings." We have now to meditate on the doctrine of Divine 
choice, otherwise the doctrine of election. This fundamental doctrine of 
the Divine Word bas been, and is, the cause of very much contention in 
the reiigious world. Various opinions are advanced by contending 
parties. But I write in no controversial mood, therefore I leave the 
babel of confusion, and seek to be guided by truth as taught by the 
inspired penmen. There is one thing, however, we would do well to 
get clearly in our minds : I mean the idea of Divine sovereignty; let 
this have its rightful place, in thought and word, and our apparent 
difficulties will speedily vanish, and our minds be cleared of much fog. 
mist and confusion. I repeat, God is a sovereign, and has a perfect and 
absolute right to do what He pleases or determines, both in the armies 
of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. 

Let us consider-
THE DIVI'!lE CHOICE. 

"According ae He hath chosen us." This reveals the Father's 
work of love in our redemption, together with the posst>ssion of 
the plenitude of blessing, to be agreeable to, and in perfect harmony 
with, His Divine will, purpose and pleasure. These thoughts will 
run through all we may write on the Divine choice; especially as we 
consider the subjects chosen-'' Hath chosen us." I take it that 
this us means a very wide range, wide in its embrace. It certainly 
includes every believer from the first to the. very last. Not .one 
omitted, not one left to perish. The Divine choice takes in all who 
sincerely love our Lord, not one such is excluded from Divine purpose. 
lo,e, grace. For each elected one is called, saved, kept, end glorified. 
Did not the choice itself originate out of God's great love ? The 
Father founded the sublime doctrine in order that sinners might bii 
saved. But for election there could be no salrntion. For all have 
sinned-all are guilty-before God ! His pity and compassion cho~e 
men to salvation; such was His eternal purpose, the clemency of His 
gract>, and the good pleasure of His will. It was His unmeritell 
kindness, and unsought favour. 

Then we are said to be chosen "in Him." Christ is the 
Head of the elect family-the first elect. The Father chose Obrist 
as the Redeemer at the same time the subjects of that marvellous 
redemption were chosen. They were united with thei_r Redeemer 
to participate in the joys of His salvation, to partake of His 
eternal life, and to. share in His eternal glory. To this great end there 
are certllin accomplishments connected with this Divine choice which 
must be ptrfected in the life and experience of those chosen. A moment's 
consideration will show this. Think of their character, nature and con-
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di~ion, and how many difficulties present themselves. What carnality of 
mmd, what alienation of will, what opposition is found in human 
natu~e. to all that is pure, God-like, or Divine. Such is the deplorable 
cond1t100 of the whole race, and if left to themselves no man could or 
would be saved. In all salvation matters God is the first to move. He 
must awaken the sleeper, and give life to the dead. God by His Spirit 
must produce in the mind anxiety concerning soul Y!latters, and implant 
a desire to flee from the wrath to come. Aµ this He graciously 
performs freely, folly and savingly I This s~e doctrine of Divine 
ch9ice was taught by Jesus very clearly-" J have chosen you." To 
such testimony all truly awakened Chris~inns fully agree. Every vessel 
of mercy can adopt the words of the. apostle John, "We love Him," 
'and the reason or cause is, "because He first loved us." 

The Apostle Paul rejoiced in this eternal election-this unconditional 
election. As taught by him it appears to us to be a cause of deep and 
prolonged thankfulness ; not gloomy distrust, but full of hope, joy, 
peace, satisfaction and security. How can it be or,herwise when we have 
the origin of Divine choice behind us, full consummation before us, and 
the intermediate link, which unites choice and consummation, the work 
of Divine grace in the soul. 

We pass on to notice-
THE TIME WHF.N THIS CHOICE WAS XADE. 

'' Before the foundation of the world." The writer has neither faith 
nor sympathy with Dr. A. Clark, who says, " Before the commence
ment of the Jewish system.'' Bishop Barrington can accompany Clark, 
for he says, " Before the Jewish state." I make bold to tell my reader 
that the election of the Church "preceded the election of the Jewish 
nation. Ch1·istianity is not inferior to Judaism. J ndaism prepared 
the way for the fuller light. The shadows of the old dispensation gave 
place for the substance-" the better-thing provided for us." 

"Before the foundation, etc." Redemption is no after-thought. 
The Divine Being saw the fall, and had prepared the covenant of grace, 
elected Christ as its "Head" and "suret11." The names of all His 
chosen were clearly written in "the Lamb's Book of Life." Hence the 
salvation of the chosen is an absolute certainty, for Christ " shall see 
of the travail of His soul;" yes, the Father l<1ves the Son, and Father and 
Son love the people of their choice. I would remind my reader that 
this choice is eternal. It stands through all time. As it was, so it is, 
and ever shall be. No part revoked. No additions made. Through 
all ages the irrevocable decrees of God are carried to perfection, and 
out of every generation He has His own "whom He loves to the end." 

THE GRACIOUS DESIGN OF THIS DIVINE CHOICE. 

"That we should be holy and without blame before Him." God did not 
choose us because we were holy; not because we were like Christ, but that 
we should be "conformed to His image." The holiness, as I understand 
it, in the words before us, constitutes our fitne~s for heaven. .it the 
same time it is the disticguishing mark of the chosen. They are " a 
holy nation." It will, I think, appear to most readers tb_at the et~r~al 
purpose in election, not only fully pardons, but also sanctifies. , D1v111:e 
mercy absolves to make anew, and purifies to make perfect. 'I here _is 
just a note of warning in this last thought. It cuts away certam 
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wrong impressions in which some indulge, I mean "Live as we list." 
There is no room in unconditional election for such looseness. 'l'here 
is no room for indifference, for exhortations abound, such as, " Give all 
diligence to make your calling and election sure." In all circumstances, 
and in all conditions of life, it ever remains true "that by our fruit we 
are known." The renewed man longs, prays, and sometimes groans for 
that holiness of heart and life which is given from above ; and his 
g;reatest sorrow often arises from the low condition of his spiritual 
life, and how far below the Gospel standard of holiness he is I 

I .find another word in our Scripture-Blameless. Yes, the 
s:wrifices were to be without blemish, and redeemed men are to be 
without fault. How can this be? Not in self, but as I stand IN HIM. 
His righteousness is my passport into heaven, His robe my dress, His 
promise my joy, for He has engaged to present me blameless, yes 
unblameable, free from every taint-from every sign of age and 
discrepancy. This He will do. 

"Thou, the whole body will present 
Before Thy Father's face; 

Nor shall a wrinkle or a spot 
Its beauteous form disgrace." 

"A MAN GREATLY BELOVED." 
BY P.A.STOR A. E. REALFF. 

'' But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy 
lot at the end of the days."-Dan. xii. 13. 

DANIEL'S "way" was God's " way," which proves that he was a 
subject of grace, for man by nature never chooses or delights in 

God's way, for it is a way of holiness and peace. "There is a way that 
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." 
"And the way of peace have they not known." The natural man is 
bent upon having his own way, for "the carnal mind is enmity against 
God,'' and "the end of these things is death." The believer, however, 
is exhorted to " hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto 
yon at the revelation of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter i. 13), "receiving the 
end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls." 

The words at the head of this paper are spoken to the prophet by 
"the man clothed in linen" (ver. 7), a full description of whom is given 
in chapter x. vers. 5, 6. This description so remarkably ~orresponds 
with that which John gives of the glorified Redeemer (Rev. 1. 13-15), 
that we are justified in concluding that it is the same person. The Son 
of God appears in this form to instruct the prophet. Let us give atten
tion to what He says, for it concerns us quite as much as Daniel. 

"THOU SHA.LT REST." 

What a deal of weariness there is in this world--weariness through toil, 
weariness because of sorrow and disappointment, vexation and care ! 
But there is rest. 

There is the rest of faith. Noah's dove" found no rest for the sole of 
her foot," until "she returned unto him into the ark!' And "we who 
have believed do enter into rest." Boaz said to Ruth," The Lord recom-
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pense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of 
lsrael, under whosti wings thou art come to trust." And the P~almist 
exclaims, " How excellent is Thy lovingkindness, 0 God ; therefore the 
children of men put their trust under the shadow of Thy winrrs." "0 
Lord," says Augustine," Thou hast made as for Thyself, antl'"'oar souls 
can find no rest till we find it in Thee." To this agree the words of 
the Redeemer Himself, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give yon rest." It it His free gift. Yet when 
through grace we are brought to that blessed soal-re3t, we are apt to 
drift away from it, and then we doubt and fear. "Return unto thy rest, 
0 my soul, for the Lord bath dealt bountifully with thee.'' 

There is the rest of patience. Daniel is instructed to wait " till the 
end be," before he could understand the meaning of the visions, " for 
the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.'' So when 
the Lord was about to wash the disciples' feet, Peter said, '' Lord, dost 
Thou wash my feet ? " He could not understand why the Lnrd should 
thus humble Himself. "Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do 
thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter.'' This is true of 
many things that the Lord does with His disciples of the present day. 
Therefore the Word says," Re~t in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him. 
Commit thy way unto the Lord ; trust also in Him, and He shall bring 
it to paBS." John, whu in a subsequent age was also favoured with 
sublime visions, writes thus of himself :-" I John, who also am your 
brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience 
of Jesus Christ." Further on he writes concerning '' the patience and 
the faith of the saints" (Rev. i. 9, xiii. 10). And another apostle bids 
us "let patience have her perfect work.'' 

Then there is the rest that comes at the end of the believer's life. This 
is the rest that is specially meant here. To Daniel it is said, " Thou 
shalt rest.'' And how very acceptable this rest is, especially to an aged 
saint, whose natural powers have become weak, and whose senses fail ! 

·"Lord, now lettest thou Thy servant depart in peac.-e, according to Thy 
i\'Ord.'' What a comfort that " there remaineth a rest to the people of 
God" (Heh. iv. 9). And what a comfort also that such cannot die till 
the appointed time ; till the Lord Almighty says, " Go thy way ! " 

" Plagues and death a.round me fly, 
Till He bids I cannot die ; 
Not a. single shaft ca.n hit, 
Till the God of love sees fit." 

The believer is " immortal till his work is done.'' And then how 
often he is "taken away from the evil to come ! " "They shall rest in 
their beds, each one walking in his uprightness." The poor body, worn 
out with age, pains, and diseases, shall rest in its earth-bed, until the 
resurrection, and "the spirit shall return to God who gave it.'' "There 
the wicked cease from troubling, and there the weary are at rest," and 
"God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." "Then are they glad, 
because they be quiet; so He bringeth them unto their desired haven." 
What a " rest " this was for poor Lazarus, to be carried by angels to 
Abraham's bosom-he who had long lain at the rich man's gate full of 
sores I Think what those words mean, "Absent from the body ; 
present with the Lord ! " And these, " To depart and be with Christ, 
which is far better.'' Jesus died, but the saints only sleep : "Them that 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.'' 
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"They sleep in Jesus, a.nd are blest 
How kind their slumbers a.re I ' 

From suffering and from sin released, 
And sa.fe from every snare, 11 

Therefore we '' sorrow not " for departed believers "even as others 
who have no hope." "This day," said Jesus to the penitent thief, 
"sha.lt thou be with Me in paradise." 

Then at the resurrection comes the eternal rest of heavenly glory in 
the " many mansions" of the " Father's house." 

" The la.nd beyond the sea I 
Sweet is thine endless rest ! 
But sweeter far that Father's brea.st, 
Upon thy shores eternally possest; 
Calm la.nd beyond the sea, 
When shall we come to thee ? 11 

" AND STAND IN THY LOT 

at the end of the days." The ancient literal Canaan was divided by 
lot among the tribes of the chm,en people, and every true believer has 
a portion allotted to him in the heavenly Canaan. Therefore, says Job, 
"All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my change come." 
Daniel shall be raised from his earth-bed by-and-bye, to take his 
appointed place with all the redeemed family, and so stand in his lot. 
"Not one of them is lost, but the son of perdition,'' and of him we read 
that '' he went unto his own place." 

At an auction sale we have seen things placed together, perhaps an 
assortment of books, or several different household articles, and marked, 
"Lot such a number," which means that he who buys one must buy all 
in that lot ; for they are not to be separated. And Abigail said. unto 
David, " The soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of life with 
the Lord thy God." So it was with Daniel ; and so all the family, 
redeemed by Christ. We ourselves may be assured of the same, if we 
possess the marks of God's people. 

What are these marks 7 Of God's sovereign choice in election 
" before the foundation of the world " we can know nothing apart from 
personal experience. As to whether our " names are written in he~ven " 
in " the Lamb's Book of Life " we can-not be assured, except as we 
answer to what the Book of Life on earth declares to be the 
characteristics of the Lord's people. Dear reader, have you been 
quickened, renewed, converted to God? Have you come to Christ as a 
needy, lost, and ruined sinner? Because He says," Every one that 
hath heard and learned of the Father cometh unto Me ; " and "All that 
the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh unto Me 
I will in no wise cast out." And are you of the number of those who 
have experienced a separation from the world, and so take up your cross 
daily, deny yourself, and follow Jesus? Otherwise, Jesus says, you 
'' cannot be His disciple." And are the experiences, hopes, and fears of 
God's people yours? As you hear these described from the pulpit, do 
you listen with eagerness and desire, saying in your heart :-

" With them numbered may I be, 
Now and through eternity?" 

Are you, therefore, giving "diligence to make your calling and 
election sure;" treading in the footsteps of the flock, working in the 
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Lord's vineyard, living for el;ernity ? Are you exercised about being 
right at heart, sometimes musing thus :-

" When Thou, my righteous Judge, sha.lt come, 
To fetch Thy ra.nsomed people home, 

Shall I among them stand ? 
Shall such a worthless worm as I, 
Who sometimes am afraid to die, 

Be found at Thy right hand? " 

Dear reader, " where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.'' 
God bless thee, whosoever thou art. 

"OUR FATHER WHICJH AltT IN HEAVEN." 
"THE.first thing suggested at the very outset is, as we have already 

said, that all our prayers to God ought only to be presented in the 
name of Christ, as there is no other name which can recommend them. 
In calling God our Father, we certainly plead the name of Christ. For 
with what confidence could any man call God his Father ? Who would 
have the presumption to arrogate to himself the honour of a son of God 
were we not gratuitously adopted as His sons in Christ? He being the 
true Son has been gh·en to us as a Brother, so that that which He 
possesses by nature·becomes ours by adoption, if we embrace this mercy 
by firm faith. As John says, 'As many as received Him, to them gave 
He power to become the sons of God : even to them that believe on 
His name' (John i. 12). Hence He both calls Himself our Father, and 
is pleased to be so called by us by this delightful name, relieving us of 
all distrust, since nowhere can a stronger affection be found than in a 
father. Hence, too, He could not have given us a stronger testimony of 
His boundless love than in calling us His sons. But His love to;vards 
us is so much the greater and more excellent than that of earthly 
parents, the farther He surpasses all men in goodness and mercy. 
Earthly parents, laying aside all paternal affection, might abandon their 
offspring ; He will never abandon us (Psa. xxvii. 10), seeing He cannot 
deny Himself. For we have His promise, 'If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your 
Father which is in heaven giv~ good things to them that ask Him' (Matt. 
vii. 11 ). In iike manner in the prophet, ' Can a woman forget her 
sucking child, that she should not hl\ve compassion on the son of her 
womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will not I forget thee' (Isa. xlix. 15). 
But if we are His sons, then, as a son cannot betake himself to the pro
tection of a stranger and a foreigner without at the same time complain
ing of his father's cruelty or poverty, so we cannot ask assistance from 
any other quarter than from Him unle8s we would upbraid Him with 
poverty, or want of means, or cruelty and excessive austerity. 

"Nor let us allege that we are justly made timid by a consciousness 
of sin, by which our Father, though mild and merciful, is daily offeude~. 
For if amon()' men a son cannot have a better advocate to plead h1~ 
cause with his father, and cannot employ a better intercessor to regain 
his lost favour, than if he come himself suppliant and downcast, 
acknowledging his fault, to implore the mercy of ~is father, . whose 
paternal feelings cannot but be moved by such entreaties, what will that 
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Father of all mercies and God of all comfort do ? (2 Oor. i. 3). Will 
He not rather listen to the tears and grnans of His children, when 
supplicating for themselves (especially seeing He invites and exhorts ns 
so to do), than to any advocacy of others to whom the timid have 
recourse, nc.t without some semblance of despair, because they are 
distrustful of their Father's mildness·and clemency ? "' The exuberance 
of His paternal goodness He sets before us in the parable (Luke xv.), 
when the father with open arms receives the son who had gone away 
from him, wasted his substance with riotous living, and in all ways 
grievously sinned against him. He waits not until pardon is asked in 
words, but, anticipating the request, recognises him afar off, runs to 
meet him, consoles him, and restores him to favour. By setting 
before us this admirable example of mildness in a man, He designed 
to show in how much greater abundance we may expect it from Him, 
who is not only a Father, but the best and most merciful of all fathers, 
however rebellious, ungrateful, and wicked sons we may be, provided 
only we throw ourselves upon His mercy. And the better to assure 
us that He is such a Father if we are Christians, He has been pleased to 
be ea led not only a Father, but OUR Father, as if we were pleading with 
Him after this manner, ' 0 Father, who art possessed of so much affec
tion for Thy children, and art so ready to forgive, we Thy children 
approach Thee and present our requests, fully persuaded that Thou hast 
no other feelings towards us than those of a Father, though we are 
unworthy of such a Parent.' But as our narrow hearts are incapable 
of comprehending such boundless favour, Obrist is not only the earnest 
and pledl.!"e of our adoption, but also gives us the Spirit as a witness 
of this adoption, that through Him we may freely cry aloud, Abba, 
Father. Whenever, therefore, we are restrained by any feeling of 
hfsitation, let us remember to ask of Him that He may correct our 
timidity, and placing us under the magnanimous guidance of the 
Spirit, enable us to pray boldly."-J. Calvin. 

SUNSET RAYS. 
BY A GARDEN LABOURER. 

"Why seek ye the living among the dead. He is not here; He is risen" 
{Matt. xxviii. 6). 

"And He said unto them, Be not a.ffrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was cruciiied : He is risen : He is not here : behold the place where they 
la.id Him. But go ye and tell His disciples and Peter" {Mark xvi. 6, 7). 

JESUS lives, believer; we shall live also, for" our life_ is 
1
hid with 

Christ in God" and our Lord has told us, that God 1s God of the 
living, and not of the dead. And, brethren, "'.hat is life? Vje live 
here, hot we suffer much, and soon die. Jesus hves an endless hfe, and 
we, when caught up to be with Him, shall be with Him for e!er .. Then 
why should we seek Him on the earth? We must seek Him 10 t~e 
heavens, where He sitteth at the right hand of God, and when He 1s 

* Calvin is referring to the Romish error of seeking the intercession of 
departed saints : a.n abomination to God, a.s it gives His glory to man, and 
denies His merciful character; it also infringes upon the office of our Lord 
Christ, who is the one Media.tor between God and men.-ED. 
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revealed to our souls as the "chiefest among ten thousand," "the 
altogether lovely,'' our risen Saviour, to whose presence at the set time 
we shall rise ; then when so revealed, we should go and tell His disciple~. 
We cannot tell Peter, for he is with his Lord and our Lord in 
glory, and sees all that we do, and much besides; but we are to go 
about the city, and tell the sons and daughters of men, that we have 
found Him (or rather have been found of Him) of whom Moses and the 
prophets did write, and that He is become our soul's salvation, our heart's 
joy, our endless life; and tell them that He is exalted a Prince and a 
Saviour, and is able to save to the uttermost "all that come unto God 
by Hirn," and that "whosoever cometh unto Him He will in no wise 
cast out," and then, looking up to the heavenly joys, you shall see that 
loving, risen Saviour smile, and hear Him say, "Well done, good and 
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." And so having
seen the place of thy Lord's last rest in His vicarious life and death, and 
having by God-given faith seen His risen glory, and having told" to 
all around what a dear Saviour Y!>U hn.ve fonnd,'' you shall rise to "see 
Him as He is," to be like Him, and with Him in His presence and 
glory, throughout eternal age~. Amen. 

"UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION." 
DR. OWEN'S ARGUMENT AGAINST UNIVERSAL REDE:liPTION. 

"I PROPOSE to the Universalists, this dilemma: The Father proposed 
His wrath, due unto, and Christ underwent punishment for, either 

-all the sios of all men; or, all the sins of some men; or some sins of 
all men. If the last, then all men have sollie sins to answer for: and 
so no man shall be saved. If the second (which is the proposition we · 
lay down as truth), then Christ, in their stead, suffered for all the sins 
of the elect in the whole world. If the first, why are not all freed from 
the punishment due to their sins?" You answer," BECAUSE of their 
unbelief." I ask, Is this unbelief a sin or not? If not, why should they 
be punished for it ? If it be, then Christ suffered the punishment due 
unto it, or He did not. If He did, why must that hinder them, more 
than their other sins for which He died ? If He did not, then He did 
not die for all their sins." 

"HE SHALL BRING TO YOUR REMEMBRANCE WHATSOEVER I 
HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU."-Our memories are like leaking vessels, 
let all the good words of Christ slip from us ; but the Spirit will not let 
them slip : no, He keeps them for our use, and brings to remembr9.nce 
with a fresh relish and savour in time of need, and in that case the 
believer finds such a swee•ness in the Word that He cannot but say with 
,T eremiah, " Thy words were found by me, and I did eat them, and they 
were unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart."-Dr. Gill. 

"TRUE WISDOM, He is the wise man who knows Mmseif. Many 
know their own wisdom, few their own folly. Such are the wise, the 
truly so. He is the wise !Dan _who knows C:hri~t, and thereb,Y God_ in 
Ghrist who looks to Christ, hves on Christ, who walks with Hnn, 
love3 to be with Him, and desires to be like Hirn.''-J. B. E. 
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"SoYEREIGN MERCY. As a Sovereign He says, 'I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy.' Could the veil which hides the 
heavenly country from our view be drawn aside, and we by faith 
behold the redeemed and angelic hosts there, we should see the 
redeemed nearfst to the throne. Mercy brought and placed them 
there. But the elect angels know nothing of mercy, while they 
re101ce in His goodness through Jesus Christ. Yes, that same Jesus 
who suffered. bled, and died for elect vessels of mercy is the Lord of the 
angels, the Upholder of the angels, the Commander of the angels, and. 
these 'l'fait His commands and are obedient to the voice of His word. 
But they enjoy not the sweets of redeeming mercy. Why not? Because 
they have never been miserable. Why have they never been miserable? 
Because they have never sinned. Why have they never sinned? Beciuse 
sovereign goodness kept them from sinning. Sinners of a mortal r~ce 
have been singled out to enjoy the riches of savin~ and sustaining mercy. 
According to His purpose they have been brought to know themselves 
sinners before Him-to experience the burden, plague, and power of sin 
-to know and feel every one his own sore, and his. own grief, and the 
plague of his own heart, and open up this misery to a merciful God, and 
find mercy in full and frank forgiveness, and gracious acceptance by 
love, blood, and power."-T. Bradbury. 

" THERE are brethren who can map out unfulfilled prophecy with 
great distinctness ; bat I confess my inability to do so. They get a 
shilling box of mathematical instruments. They stick down one leg of 
the compasses and describe a circle here and a circle there, and they 
draw two or three lines, and there it is. Can you not see it, as plain as 
a pikestaff ? I am sick of diagrams; I have seen enough of them to 
make another volume of Euclid. My impression is that very little is to 
be learned from the major part of these interpretations or speculations. 
I do not think that anybody can map out the future so as to be absolutely 
sure of anything definite except certain great. clearly-stated facts. H is 
certain that the Lord will come, that He will come in such an hour as 
the most of men look not for Him; and that His coming will be a sur
prise even to many o_f His own Church. He may co~e at t~is ~ome~t 
while yet I am speakmg to you, and He may delay His commg, 1f so 1t 
pleaseth Him, through many a century yet. It may sonnd strange for 
me to say so, bat if oar Lord were not to come for ages, ·we should not 
be justified in saying,' My Lord delayeth His coming,' nor would any 
prophecy of Scripture be broken." · · 

SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

III.-WEsT LONDON (continued). 

THE Eagle Street pulpit wae filled, after Dr. Gifford'e death, by Ma. THOMAS 
HorKINs, to whom Abraham Booth gave the ministerial charge in July, 1785, 
and during whose short ministry (2 years, 4 months) 107 members were added 
to the church. 

Ou Mr. Hopkiae'e death, in 1789, Mr. Wm. Smith was chosen pastor, and 
continued till hie resignation in 1801. It was during his ministry that Mr. 
Shenstone was sent out by the Church to be pastor at Little Alie Street .. 

After being four years without a pastor, the Church (in 1805) chose 
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JoHEPll IVIMEY1 the Baptist historian to whom (after careful comparison with 
other historians, and several corrections), I am indebted for many of the 
details in these papers. 

During Mr. Ivimey'e pastorate (viz., 1820) the recently demolished chapel 
in Kingsgate Street, to seat 900, was erected, and suitable school acr:ommoda
tion provided. Ivimey died in 1830, having been pastor of this Church about 
25 years. In addition to the four volumes of Baptist History, he wrote a 
"Life of Milton." He 

BAPTIZED 1118 FATHER AND llIS MOTHER, 

his father being at the time 70 years of age. 
And now, finally reverting to Little Wild Street. After Dr. Gifford 

and his friends left it (in 1735), those who remained behind chose for their 
pastor the REV. JosEPH STENNETT, at whose ordination Dr. Gill took part. 
Mr. Stennett, be it noted, was elected by the recorded votes of the sisters as 
well as the brethren ; the influence of Dr. Gifford's teaching in this matter 
evidently being better appreciated after his departure than while he yet abode 
in their midst. 

Here Samuel Stennett at first assisted, and then succeeded his father Joseph. 
After which, amongst others, c:ime the Revs. Benjamin Coxhead ; Thomas 
Waters, A.M. (this was in 1814) ; John Edwards; in 1820, James Hargreaves. 
Then, after rubbing along awhile without a pastor, came the interesting pulpit 
contest between· William Brock and Charles Woollacott, which I will give in 
Dr. Brock's own words. 

Far down in St. Giles'e, in a back street, and almost completely obscured 
by dingy houses, stands Little Wild Street Chapel, the pastorate of which 
was, as I said, vacant. Two young students, therefore, preached as candidates 
-Charles Woollacott and William Brock; the former received the call. On 
an after day, at Mr. Woollacott's valedictory meeting, Dr. Brock said: '' Open 
confession is good for the soul. Well, I own that I was somewhat dis
appointed when Little Wild Street preferred Brother Woollacott to Brother 
Brock, but in the gracious ordering of the All-wise One my then disappoint
ment proved to be the very best that could have happened for my future. My 
rejection at Little Wild Street paved my way to Norwich, Norwich brought 
me into fellowship with Sir Morton Peto, and that 'settled me' at Bloomsbury. 
So what seemed a 'bad beginning,' brought me to a really 'good end.' 

'There's a, divinity that shapes our ends, 
Rough hew them how we will.''' 

Thie brings us to an easy point for taking our farewell of Little Wild 
Street ; and passing on to the comparatively modern, but noted Bloomsbury 
Chapel, which chapel was built and Church founded by Sir Morton Peto, in 
1848, that deservedly popular preacher, the late William Brock, D.D., being 
appointed as the first pastor, where he lived and laboured with abundant 
success for about 24 years, till his re11ignation, in September, 1872, owing to 
the unsatisfactory condition of bis health. He had received letters asking 
him why be should not " die in harness ? " to which he replied that he pre
ferred not to do so, "because the Church would probably die with him." He 
was presented with an annuity of £200 per annum. 

He did not live here long to need it, however, for on Saturday, Nov. 13, 
1875, at St. Leonards, he exchanged earth for heaven ; . bis remains being 
conveyed to London, and interred, with those of his wife and daughter, in 
Abney Park Cemetery. 

There was a time for Bloomsbury from 1872 to 1875 which we say nothing 
about. But in 1875 commenced, as in 1885 terminated, another deservedly 
popular ministry in the third Bloomsbury pastor, Mr. Chown. 

The present pastor, Mr. B. J. Gibbon, and his immediate predecessor, Mr. 
Baillie, are too well known, as living ministers, to call for comment here. 

SAMUEL B.L'\IKB. 
The Harbinger, Southwood Road, New Eltham, S.E., August, 1902. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

ILFORD. I Ta wu partaken of by a large 
,-,,.,,:.•'1"'·'·7',.""' -:·· _v~ . .r. (~'""'• ~r •• ~~ I nnmber of fnc,nds. 

_.,.h.,,;.r r··· Jl.1-:T~:.:-~.- ,r,,,.;J ;.;;~\. Z'.'-.11:'. Thc,c,TM1iugmN1ting,a\whioh brothc,r 
H. D. llobbs presideu, was opened by 

.!.r":-E1. bt>mi: t'II".:- yan with.-ut a si!!fin~ the wc,ll-lmown hymn 
,-...<:t,'\'!', t,be L.~-:-a ha$ faT,'\O.Nl<i ns 11rit.h : ·' Kindred in Christ." etio.. The chair: 
&n<'tbe.r un.ie.r-she_pherd. &n.i a good m&n read the first jlortion of Rev. ii., 
met...--uN' of prosperity. &ft.er which brother Elnaugh, of Sonth-

The &fternoon meeting wa.s presided end, songht the Lord's bleseing. The 
over by Bro. Marsh, of Gnrney-rd., Strat- chairma_n, after making some very 
ford, who after the singinir of h-ymn appropriate remarks and exhortation to 
•· Come, Thou fount of every blessmg,•1 th~ Church, called upon brother 
read 1 Tim. iii., offc,red prater, and after Mitchell (brother Othen's late pastor) 
making some very appropriate remarks, to give the charge to the pastor, which 
called upon brother J. Clark, of Hope he did in a most able manner, founding 
Chapel, Bethnal Green, to state the it upon Acte xx, 28. 
nature of a Gospel Church, which he Brother Holden then gave the charge 
was helped most graciously and clearly to ~he Church in which he was 
to do. founding his remark@ on Acts ii. graciously helped, founding hie address 
1, 2. explaining a Gospel Church to be upon Dent. iii, 28; Ephes, iv. 32, and 
composed of a company of true Phil. i 27. 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, After a few remarks from brethren J. 
ree-enerated. !aptized, and then Clark and the pastor, the happy da_1 
acmi;;-..ed t.o Church fellowship, which w~ brought to a close ~y sin~g, "All 
,ns = Go:,-pe]. order, roch relationship hail the po~er of Jesus name. 
u:Tillmg Io..-e and sympathy one t.o- The_servtces w~e well_:-&ttended, and 
~ another. and unity of spirit, as ihe fn~ds contributed liberally at the 
set forth in Rom. :a-. o. collecti~ To our triune God be all 

Brother Othen then su.ted his call by the pr&L."8. W. G. F. 
grace. to the mini.~, and to Ilford. 

The chairman havin!f expressed hie IPSWICH (BETBESDA).-The 53rd 
pleasnre and satisfaction at brother anniversary of the Snnday-school was 
Othen's very clear statement, called held on July ~0th, We were favoured 
upon brother W. G. Fannch to relate again to have as preacher, our friend 
the leadings of providence in the selec- Mr. H. T. Chilvers, this. being the fifth 
tion by the Church of brother Othen as time; and as we realised, he is still 
their pastor. He stated that two years appreciated by the friends and children. 
ago the average attendance was only 25 We had crowded congregatione, 
or 30, which led us to earnestly cry to especially in the afternoon and evening, 
the Lord to appear for us. In January every seat being filled, both in chapel 
last year, brother Othen first visited us. and vestry, The sermon in the morn
Seeing the low state of the Church, and ing was from Ezek. xxxvii.3, "Can these 
feefing a sympathy with us, he kindly bones live 1" and in the evenin,r from 
offered to preach occasionally on a week Matt. xxvi. 41," Watch and pray." The 
evening if it was thought that it would attention given by all present, especially 
be of any aasi.l!tance and benefit to the the scholars, was good evidence that the 
Church. This resulted in hie preaching discourses were heard with pleasure 
each Thursday evening, which under and profit. Mr. Chilvers conducted a 
the Lord's blessing was much appre- children's service in the afternoon at 
ciated by the friendP, and the attend• 1 which several scholars recited in a very 
ance increased. Upon hearing of creditable manner. These had been 
brother Othen's resignation of the I specially trained by Miss J. Farrow. 
pastorate at Commercial-street, White- , The address which followed was upon 
chapel. be was invited to supply the · the words from Isa. xxxviii. 1, "Set thy 
pulpit regularly for six months, dnring . house in order." Mr. Chilvers pointed 
which time the Lord has been pleased , ont that our bodies were our houses, and 
to greatly bless us : seventeen having : that our soul could be represented as the 
been added to the Church, and the tenant; the head as the store-house for 
general attendance having considerably knowledge and wisdom ; the conscience 
more than doubled. Thus we felt that that was as a bell that rang when we 
the Lord's hand could be clearly seen in were abont to do wrong. Our hands and 
the matter,and theChnrch unanimously feet were servants, which labour and 
invited brother Othen to become their i needed to do and walk aright, and onr 
pastor, which he kindly accepted. eyes ears, and mouths oould be called 

Brother Marsh then joined the hands windows1 which should be closed against 
of brother Othen and W. G. Faunch seeing wnat the.1 ought not to see and 
and declare.d the union of pastor and hearing what the:y ought not to hear, 
people. and saying nothing only what was 
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right. The address was greatly appre
ciated. The singing was again good, 
under the leadership or Mr. T. H. 
Oarrod and choir, with Mr~. C. Farrow 
kindly presiding at the organ, in the 
unavoidable absence or Mr. King. The 
collections were again good, amounting 
to over £18 10~. On the following 
Wednesday, the annual treat WIMI held, 
when about 200 scholan and teachers, 
and over 100 friends went to Stoke Park. 
It was a beautiful day, and all appeared 
to enjoy themselves. After tea, various 
games and races were indulged in, and 
each child received some small present. 
We .thank God for again helping ns 
through, and hope that in days to come 
we may see that some of the seed sown 
fell on good ground. May God still 
prosper and bless us is oar earnest 
prayer.-W. B. M. 

CHATHAM (ENON).-The above 
Church held their 59th anniversary and 
re-opening services after renovation, on 
Jaly 13~h and 16th. Sunday, 13th, Mr. 
H. Fowler, of Chiswick, preached in the 
morning from Pdalm cxvi. 12. Evening 
from Hab. iii. 17, 18. These sermons 
were foll of Gospel matter, and very 
encouraging to all those who believe in 
a precious Christ. (1) He described the 
beautiful termination of the prayer ; 
(2) Position of God's people in all ages; 
(3) Moses, who endured as seeing Him 
who is invisible; (4) Without faith: no 
comfort in God, and no comfort in the 
world; (5) Glorious triumph of faith 
in tribulation. On the following 
Wednesday afternoon, Mr. R. Mntimer, 
of Brentford, preached from 2 Chron. vi. 
40, 41. This discourse we proved to be 
very refreshing. A goodly number par
took of tea at five o'clock in the school
room. At 6.30 a public meeting was 
held, presided over by F. J. Catchpole, 
Esq., who read a portion of the Word, 
after which a good brother from 
Gravesend led us in prayer. A state
ment was then read by the senior 
deacon, shewing the cost of renovation, 
new organ, &c., which amounted to 
eighty-five poands. Towards this 
amount, by the perseverance and zeal of 
our sister, Miss Hickmott, £70 has been 
collected from triends far and wide. 
This was gratefully acknowledged by a 
vote of thanks from the deacons and 
Church to all who so generously con
triliuted to this object. '.l.'he chairman 
gave us a short address, encouraging us 
to go fonvard in the name of the Lord. 
Brother Mutimer spoke from the word 
"Hereafter" (Rev. iv. 1), which was 
very solemn to both saint and sinner. 
Mr Guy of Gravesend, founded his 
reu'iarks ii.pon the object of building 
these sanotuaries in the world, that 
this and that man was born there, 
that prayer should be made for the 
birth of souls and encoaraged ns to pray 

on for precious souls to be •1uickened 
into lire. Mr. Cattell, of Sevenoaks, 
urged the brethren to preach the Gospel, 
the pore Gospel ; this the Holy Spirit 
blesses in the conversion of soul~. Mr. 
H. Fowler made a few remarks upon 
the object achieved, and congratulating 
ns on what had been done. Mr. D11,le, of 
Meopham, spoke from "Pat on thy 
strength, 0 Zion." The chairman 
appealed to the friends to clear off the 
remainder of tbe debt, £15. After sing
ing, "All hail the power of Jesus' 
name," the friends responded very 
heartily with their promises; these, with 
the collection~ at all the services, 
amounted to over £14. Hitherto bath 
the Lord helped ns.-C. COOPER. 

BOW (MOUNT ZION). - The 22nd 
anniversary of laying the stone was 
held on Joly 20th, when the pastor 
preached two full weight sermons. At 
the Taesday meeting, brother Borham 
engaged in prayer. Brother Birkett 
ably presided, and gave liberally. 
Brother Borbridge broaght some good 
things from a far country. Brother 
Smith some sweet and precious trnths. 
Brother Fountain some old fashioned 
Gospel, and the pastor close:l up with 
full weight and measare.-W. H. LEE. 

DESFORD, LEICESTERSHIRE.
The anniversary of this little cause was 
held July 31st. We were favoured with 
beautiful weather, which was highly 
appreciated by our company of over 
twenty persons, who went by brake 
from "Providence," "Ebenezer," and 
"Zion," Leicester. Others afterwards 
joined us by rail, cycle, or on foot. The 
writer endeavoured to display "the 
unsearchable riches of Christ," for the 
comfort of believers and the encourage
ment of seekers, taking as his text in 
the afternoon, Ruth i. 16, 17, and in the 
evening, Song of Solomon, iv. 16, and v. 
1. Among the company were three 
ministers, beside other friends from 
Coalville and elsewhere. The tea meet
ing was well attended, and the co_llec· 
tions satisfactory, although we missed 
several, who were away trom home at 
the time, bot who usually have accom
panied us on these occa.sions.-A. E. 
RE.A.LFli". 

BURGH AND MONKSTHORPE, 
LINCOLNSHIRE. - The writer can 
folly endor$e the Editor's remarks• 
concerning this as a good sphe~e of 
labour for a pastor, who has some private 
means· and such a pastor is muoh 
needed1 there. I was invited to /?reach 
the anniversary sermons on Lords-day, 
June 22nd and the following Tuesday. 
The Lord ~ery graciously _helped m_e in 
each of the five preaching services, 
whioh were most heartily received by 

• Vide p. 4 Cover of July number. 
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the friends who gathered together, 
thouirh it grieved one to the heart to see 
so few. Ritualism seems now to be the 
order of the day, and Evangelical 
religion is scouted in many country 
places, and its ac.'herents are even 
assailed by petty persecution. We had, 
however, a very hearty and enjoyable 
tea meeting,and werea.ble to take sweet 
counsel to2"ether, regarding the things 
of God. May the Lord long preserve 
the life and health of brother 8orfleet, 
sister Maiden, and the other kind 
friends of the Cause, and may it please 
Him soon to grant them a reviving 
time. So prays their sincere friend and 
well-wisher- A. E. REAU'F. 

CARLTON, BEDS. - This ancient 
Baptist m(letinl? has held its 142nd 
anniversary, although we have every 
reason to believe it is of a mnch older 
date, and that John Bunyan preached 
on the very spot that the meeting house 
now stands on. On Tnesday, Jnly 22nd, 
our esteemed brotheT, Mr. A. E. Realff, 
preaching in the afternoon on "The 
Lord Jesus as the Prince al ways abiding 
with His people._: and in the evening on 
"Testifying of .ti.im as the bright a.nd 
morning star." Mr. Realff was favoured 
with much liberty, and heard with 
great profit. We ha.d good congrega
tions, and were much cheered with 
the presence of friends from Bedford 
and lrthlingborongh, also the old 
friends from Turvey's almshouses, 
where our pastor has a. monthly service. 
We had good attends.nee at tea., after 
which addresses were given by our 
esteemed brethren, F. Fuller and E. 
Cass, of Bedford, also onr pastor, Mr. A. 
B. Hall. Much indignation was 
expressed at the Government Education 
Act. '£he collections were good, thanks 
to kind friends far and near, and so we 
thank God and take courage. 

STOXEHOUSE, GLOS -On Sunday, 
July 27tb, we held onr Sunday-school 
anniversary services. Brother W, E. Frost 
Avening, preached morning and even
ing to large congregatione. Special 
hymns were sung, and the collections 
were good. On Ba.nk Holiday the 
scholars had their outing. They were 
conveyed in brakes to a field, kindly 
lent by Mr. Fowler. The usual games 
were indulged in. Several friends par
took of tea with the children. Prior to 
leaving for home, the children sang 
some hymns, and gave hearty cheers to 
the superintendent. Mr. J. F. Silvery, 
and also to Mr.and Mre.Niblett,Me!ton 
Lodge, who had kindly provided them 
with the tea. Altogether a most enjoy
able time was spent. 

DOVER (PENTBIDE).-The anniver• 
sary services of the Sund:i.y-school were 
held on Sunday, July 27th. Sermons 

were preached morning and evening by 
pastor G. W. Thomas, of Watford, who 
also gave an interesting addreaa to the 
scholars in .the afternoon, The children 
sang special hymns, and Miaa Aukett 
presided at the organ. The weather was 
rough, but the Lord opened hearts to 
help on the work among the young. We 
bad good collections. On August Bank 
Holiday we had our Sunday-school treat 
to Maxton, The ohildren assembled at 
the school at one o'clock, and we 
engaged one of the .large electric 1;rams 
to take us there and back ; the children 
had games, and a good tea. We· had a 
large company of frienda.-R. J, 
HUGHES. 

GREAT YARMOUTH.-The twenty
eighth anniversary of the opening of 
York-road Baptist Chapel, and the 
twenty-second year of paator James 
.Muskett'a labours there, was celebrated 
on August 10th and 11th. Sermons 
were preached on the Lord's-day by 
pastor F. C. Holden to large oongrei:a• 
tions. In the morning from Pea. cx1x. 
65, and in the evening from Pea. lxxxix. 
18. Brother Holden alwaya exalts his 
Lord, and laya the ainner low, that ia 
why the aaints of the Most High God so 
enjoy the ministry of Ria faithful 
servant. This day'a service we.a no 
exception, It waa good to be there. 
On the following Monday afternoon a 
sermon waa preached by pastor E. 
Marsh, after which tea we.a partaken of 
in the chapel by a larger company than 
for many years past. The preacher for 
the afternoon was the chairman for the 
evening, and was evidently "at home" 
in the place where, aa he informed ns, 
he was the first to follow the Lord in 
baptism and to go through the marriage 
ceremony. After singingi and reading 
the Word, the chairman oa led on paator 
Dickson (of Bradfield-St.-George) to 
open the meeting with prayer. The 
pleader was in the spirit, and the sacred 
fellowship of the as.me was felt by all 
present, for the savour of this part of 
the service permeated . the meeting to 
its close. After a brief address from 
the chairman, Gospel themes were well 
apoken on by brethren Bedingfield, 
Sapey, Hunt and Holden; the beloved 
pastor closing with expressions of grati
tude to all who had taken an interest in 
these anniversary meetings. Brethren 
Calver proposed, and Reader seconded, 
in a few well chosen words, the thanks 
of the frienda to the speakers, &c., of 
the evening. The collections, including 
gifts from abaent friends, amounted to 
£10 93, 3bd. During the labourR of our 
esteemed brother Muskett 38 have been 
received into the Churoh-14 by baptism, 
and 24 from other Churches; 16 have 
been dismissed to distant Churches, and 
18 called to the Church above. The 
present membership is only 27. The 
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friends are largely dependent upon the 
visitors, who during the season find 
their home among this little companyl 
with their devoted and deeply-triea 
pastor. 'fhe Lord add unto them daily 
snob as shall be saved, and long spare, 
with mnoh blessing, James Muskett as 
their devoted pastor. He is worthy all 
the love and help shown him. 

PIM LIO O (OARMEL).-SUNDAY• 
SCHOOL ANNIVEBSARY.-Special ser
vioes in oonneotion with the Sunday• 
schoo~ were hejd on Lord's-day1 June 
29th, and Wednesday, July 2na. An 
enoouraging sermon to workers was 
delivered on Sunday morning by our 
A!astor, Albert E. Brown, from the text, 
' Oast the net on the right side of the 
ship and ye shall find" (John xxi. 6). 
Speoial service for ohildren and friends 
in the afternoon, when pastors H. J. 
Wileman and A. E. Brown gave very 
interesting addresses to the children. 
In the evening, pastor H. J. Wileman 
delivered a disoourse from "God is not 
unrighteous to forget your work and 
labour of Jove" (Heb. vi. 10), which was 
listened to with great interest. It was 
a stimulus for Christian workers, and 
very helpful to all who sought todo any 
little service for the Master. On Wed
nesday the services were oontinued. A 
good number of the ohildren were 
present. H. J. Bush, Esq., of Herne 
Hill, presided. The superintendent's 
report was reaa, also the Sunday-school 
Union's report of a surprise visit paid 
by their visitor, Mr. Burgess. It was 
interesting to note that our esteemed 
junior- Bible-olass lea.der, Miss White, 
had been awarded the Sunday-school 
Union's Diploma of Honour for the 40 
years' service in our sohool. Addresses 
were delivered by Messrs. Loosely, 
Wileman, Waller, and our pastor. 
Special hymns and anthems were sung, 
Mr. Daniel Baxter oonducting, and Mr. 
Adderley presiding at the organ. These 
services were very enoouraging, A 
goodly number of friends, together with 
the children, spent a happy d_ay on 
Tuesday, July 8th, at Ashstead Woods, 
for their exoursion.-Special services to 
oommemorate the first anniversary of 
the pastorate of Mr. A. E. Brown were 
held on Lord's-day, July 20th, and 
following Tuesday. On Sunday our 
pastor was helped to deliver sermons in 
which a retrospeot of the past was taken, 
aoknowledging God as our only help, 
An Ebeneaer was set up recognizing His 
goodness, and our hearts were led out in 
sinoere thankfulness for all His mercies. 
On Tuesday, a devotional meeting was 
held, H. Olark, Esq,! presiding, du_ring 
whioh pastors E. White and R.-Mut1mer 
gave very appropriate addres•es, and 
prayera were offered by the pastor and 
people. Tea was provided in the sobool
room : the table& were very tastefully 

deoorated with roses and ferns. Thanks 
are due to our lady friends who carried 
out their work so well. The public 
meeting in the evening was well 
attended; W. S. Millwoorl, Eeq., pre
siding. Very suitable addresses were 
delivered by Messrs. FellR, Marsh, 
Mutimer, Wakelin, Waller, White, and 
our pastor. S ;>ecial hymns and anthems 
were sung, brother Adderley very ably 
presidini at the organ. We bless God 
that durmg the year we have seen the 
workings of His h:!.nd in blessing 
the word both to saint and sihner; we 
could, with all our heart, join in the 
glad song : "All bail the power of 
Jean's name I" There was a deeply 
spiritual tone about this meeting which 
was very stimulating both to pastor 
and people.-W. H. H. 

PRITTLEWELL. -Anniversary ser
vioes were held on Tuesday, Au~st 19, 
when pastor F. 0. Holden delivered a 
Gospel discourse founded on Psa. xxxvii. 
7 ( first clause), " Rest in the Lord, and 
wait patiently for Him." It was one of 
those seasons to many hearts when the 
weary found rest, and the impatient 
were forcibly reminded of their restless
ness; while the patient waiter never 
missed his reward. The savour of this 
discourse permeated the evening meet
ing, which wa.s most ably presided over 
by Mr. W. G. Fa.unch, of Ilford. The 
chairman, in his opening address on 
"Blessed are the people who know the 
joyful sound," struck a good key-note 
on •· the sounding of the various 
trumpets under the Old Testament 
dispensation and their New Testament 
signification." Addresses were then .ie
livered by pastors E. Marsh, H. F. 
Boulton, and F. O. Holden. Our esteemed 
brother Mobbs a.lso-a.n old friend of 
the Cause, a.nd indeed of many a Cause 
of truth in his abundant itinerant 
labours, though obliged to give up 
publio services-gave us a warm-hea.rted 
speeoh for a few minutes. While 
evidently exceedingly weak in body our 
brother was ;, strong in the Lord, a.nd in 
the power of His might." The worthy 
pastor, brother Chandler, warmly 
thanked a.11 who bad taken pa.rt in the 
servioes, a.nd gave " thoughts for the 
thoughtful" in the closing speech. 
This little Cause has much to contend 
against, and we sincerely trust the 
Lord will appear for His tried people, 
and strengthen the hands of the 
esteemed pastor, a.nd those who labour 
with him in the work. There wa.s a. 
goodly gathering to tea, while the 
congregations were large at both ser
vioes, and the collections in excess of 
previous years. Brother Elna.ugh, so 
many years o.ssociated with Mount Zion, 
Hill-street, is one of the worthy deacons, 
a.nd never fails to warmly welcome the 
strangers, and make them feel at home. 
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We could but notice tihe marked im• 
provement in the service of praise: the 
org!l'nist, ~iss Fish~r, is evidently ta.king 
a h vely rnterest m this pa.rt of the 
worship. In this rapidly growing 
watering place visitors may find a 
spiritual rest in the green pastures of 
truth among the household of faith at 
Prittlewell.-A VISITOR. 

HADLEIGH.-The anniversary ser
vices of our Sa.bba.th-school were held 
on July 13th. The pa.stor, G. W. Morling, 
preached t(! good congregations. The 
hymns, which were specially selected 
we_re beautifully rendered by th~ 
children and choir. several friends from 
the Congregational Church giving their 
valuable assistance. The pa.stor took 
for his subject in the morning 
"Hosanna.," from Psa. cxviii. 25 dwell
ing on the subject of the prayer, the 
urgency of the prayer, and the fervency 
of the prayer. In the afternoon the 
subject was "Samuel called of God" 
ll ~am. iii. 10). In the evening the 
subJect was '·The glorious transform&• 
tion" (Isa. xxx. 26), when the preacher 
pointed out how God healed the stroke 
of His people s wound through the most 
pre~io!ls bl(!od of Christ, by means of a 
believing view of Christ crucified a.nd 
by virtne of the sanctifying infl.u~ncea 
of the Holy Spirit. The collections were 
good. On July 30th the annual treat 
was held, in a field kindly lent for the 
occasion by Messrs. White (members of 
the congregation), and a.n enjoyable day 
was ~pent by the young folks. About 
70 children sa.t down to te11, · afterwards 
some fifty friends also pa:took of tea.. 
Numerous presents were distributed 
amongst the children, which had been 
given by well-wishers of the Cause. 
The happy day was concluded by singing 
the Doxology.-B. ELMER. 

MARCII.-SABBATB•SCBOOL ANNI
VERSARY.-Our Sabbath-school anniver
sary wa.a celebrated on Sunda.y, July 
20th. The pastor (Mr. B. J. Northfield) 
preached morning and evening. In the 
afternoon a young people's service was 
conducted, when recitations were given 
by Susie Cutteringe, Ada. Wilkinson, 
Nellie Ayres, Margaret Harley. Walter 
Harley, Ka.tie Cook, Sidney Howard, 
Florence Harley, and Grace Russell, in 
a creditable manner. There were very 
l&rg1: congregations throughout the day. 
Special hymns were sung in a most 
appreciative style, showing that the 
scholars had been well trained by Mrs, 
Downham and her helpers. On the 
Tuesday following, the annual treat 
took _place in a meadow kindly lent by 
Mr. W. Billitt. The juveniles had tea 
in the schoolroom at 4 o'clock, tea for 
the adults following at 5.30, when a.bout 
200 were present. All the usual kinds 
of amusements for such occasions were 

provided in the field. The weather wae 
all that could be desired on both days, 
The financial results were very en
couraging. Collections on the Sunday 
realisod £16 Od. 2id,, which with money 
received in connection with the Tues
day's proceedings brought the total 
amount to £27 6d, 6d. Again we desire 
to erect another Ebene1er stone to our 
gracious covenant God, whose favours 
are so undeserved, and yet withal so 
continuous. On Lord's-day evening, 
July 27th, we were again privileged to 
honour our Lord in the observance or 
believer's baptism, when two sisters 
were immersed in the name of our 
triune God. The discourse was based 
upon the words, "Blessed are they that 
do His commandments." The congrega
tion wa~ very large, and the strictest 
order prevailed as our redeeming Lord's 
footsteps were traced, and His own 
glorious example followed in this most 
important, solemn, and Scriptural 
ordinance. May many more be con
strained to show their Jove to the Lord 
Jesus in a like manner. On Tuesday, 
July 29th, a large number of friends 
assembled in the chapel for prayer in 
connection with t1.e forthcoming 
harvest, Gratitude for the blessings of 
the harvest and earnest supplications 
for the safe ingathering, witb reference 
to higher and spiritual thing@, marked 
the prayers of the brethren who called 
upon God. · · 

MARGATE. - Oar worthy brother 
Wise and his colleagues leave no stone 
unturned to make visitors welcome at 
the little chapel in Thanet-road. The 
large congregations that gathered there 
for the anniversary services on Lord's
day, Aug11st 17th, 11,nd following 
Monday, comprised ma.ny from other 
Churches visiting the district. Our 
beloved brother Mitchell was the 
preacher on the Lord's-day, and one 
could not meet with the company 
gathered, without hearing on every side 
the joy of listening to these discourses, 
both morning and evening. Whether as 
pastor, preacher, or editor, our worthy 
brother must lift up his Lord, for He is 
evidently to him his all-in-all. After a 
sermon on the Monday afternoon by . 
pastor E. Marsh, the well-spread tea 
tables were soon cleared by the goodly 
number gathered, notwithstanding the 
pouring wet that ceased not the whole 
day. The chapel was well filled in the 
evening,and the chair well filled by our 
brother Mitchell, whose genial welcome 
to all was enforced in a cordial chair
man's speech. Brethren Ohisnell, Blois, 
Marsh, Debnam, and Carter, delivered 
addresses, the chafrman interspersing 
with appropriate comments, supporti!'.'g 
the truths declared, Brother Wise 
reported progress, and had a word of 
grateful thanks for his willing fellow-
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helpera, and expressed thankfnlness to a 
covenant God for His many meroies to 
this part of the vineyard, both tempor
ally and spiritually. The Lord send His 
11.ook a pastor, and speedily ereot the 
new building in oontemplatlon, prays 
-ONE WHO WAS THERE, 

OUR AUSTRALIAN COLUMN. 
MY DEJ.R BROTHER, Mn. MARBH,-A 
stranger to you in a far-off land, I have 
many times felt a strong desire to send 
you a line or two of Christia;n greeting. 
H you rPceive our Australian Magazine, 
you will by its reoords find that my 
brethren here have made mo for the 
third year the President of the 
Australian Particular Baptist Associa
tion, and I am in tbis position intensely 
desirous of the welfare and progress of 
all the interests of the denomination. I 
may say that I have beeu the Secretary 
for Victoria from the time the Society 
became AuRtralasian, ·until chosen 
President. From that date, brother 
Henry Adams has filled that position, 
and he informs me he was, with your
eelf, a scholal" in the Deptford Sunday
school some time during the pastorate 
of the late J. S,Anderson; sothatyou are 
not an entire stranger to all the brethren 
of our Churches. 

The fl.rst favour I have to ask (i.e., if 
you can see it desirable to oblige) is, 
to insert in the "E.V.&G.H." the 
advertisements on the· cover of our 
Australian MagHine. It has occurred to 
some of your reil.ders here, that if only on 
the wrapper of your periodical, f_or once 
in each year, it would be a directory to 
any of our brethren coming to these 
shores from the Homeland. We are 
often found by the truth-loving 
pilgrims through the English magazines; 
this was the case with one of our worthy 
deaoons at Chilwell Church, Geelong. 
And here let me say how welcome are 
your monthly messengers to us, especi
ally so to those who have tender and 
loving remembrances of Christian 
friends and Churches long since left be
hind. The Churches of Warboys, Hunts., 
and St. Neots, Hunts., are especially 
dear to my wife and myself, and the 
reports of their welfare and progress 
were truly refreshing. I believe my dear 
wife was about the last (if not really 
so) that the late beloved G. Murrell bap
tized before or on the eve of his jubilee ; 
hence you can understand how vivid 
are the impressions of such happy times 
to one who is the great granddaughter 
of the late Samuel Fairey, the cboioe 
friend of the great John Stevens and 
the late pastor Murrell. Fragrant are 
the memories of communings it was 
our lot to enjoy with the aged pastor, 
G. Murrell, a.nd some of his saintly 
members, .•. the influenoe of fello~
ship with suoh ripened saints leaves its 
mark upon young believers and yields 

sweet memoriee, in after times which 
are truly helpful when we are tried and 
assailed by the foe. and especially so in 
this part, where our Churches are small, 
few, and far between, 'i.e., in comparison 
to your favoured ste.te in the dear old 
land. When we ree.d the wailing of the 
pessimists e.mong you, we wonder whe.t 
they would think and feel if they had 
to endure the discouragements that bP.
set the people of truth in these regions 
truly we need the sympathy and 
prayers of our English kindred and 
Churches, nevertheless we have much 
to be thankful for, and we will not (God 
helping us), despise the day of small 
things; hut rather like David encour
age our hearts in the Lord our God .... 

Should you meet Mr. J. Mote, remem
ber ns to him. All his friends are well, 
and are expecting to hear that with the 
swallows he will be on the wing again 
before the winter snows appear. He is 
always welcome here; we all enjoy and 
appreciate his friendship. 

I must not forget to state that your 
Magazine is greatly prized in the 
judgment of your readers; its good 
character is well sustained, and brother 
Mit-Jhell's leaders with other pieces are 
truly helpful and refreshing. M!my 
expressed deep sympathy with our 
brother in his bereavement. For myself, 
I felt to lose one of my six sons would 
be a cutting grief, but to lose one's only 
son, how keen. May the Lord, who only 
can fill the gap and suetain, bless him. 

I conclude, with best wishes, and 
praying that l{fe&t blessings may be 
your portion ID Zion in the land of 
our youth, and trusting that we 
here, sharing the same new covenant 
benediction, shall be able to yet report 
more fruitful times. 

I am, dear brother, 
Yours in bonds of truth, 

F. FULLARD. 
16, Charles-street, Elsternwick, Victoria. 

Joly 2nd, 1902. 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETHESDA). 
-The fHth anniversary of the Tract 
Society was held on Thnrsday evening, 
Joly 3rd. The meeting was presided 
over by Mr. G. Herrinll'. Brother Dann 
offered prayer for God s blessing on the 
work, and that we might realize His 
presence and help on the present 
ocoasion. The ohairme.n read a suitable 
portion of Scripture, and also made· 
some very enoouraging remarks from 
Matt. xxviii. 18-20. The Gospel, he 
said was to be preached not only from 
the pulpit, but by example, by the dis
tribution of tracts, or by a word spoken 
in season. Brother Chilvers gave an 
earnest address, he believed the tracts 
were a vehicle of the Word of God; they 
brought us into oontaot with the worst 
of men and women. Brother Marsh 
spoke from the words, " And the Spirit 
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bade me go with them, nothing doubt
ing," The Spirit's bidding was the death 
of doubt. Peter's prejudice gave way 
when he had seen the vision, and after 
learning his lesson, he would go forth 
with the feeling, 
•· Did all t-be world mv Saviour know, 

Sure the whole world would love Him too," 
llrother Aokland based.bis remarks ou 
Paa. xxxix. 3, "While I was musing the 
'fire burned." The fire was a fittinp: 
emblem :-(1) Of t,he love of God; (2) 
The power of the Holy Ghost; (3) The 
work of grace in the believer's soul. 
While we were musing on the work of 
the Tract Society, he prayed that the 
ii.re might burn so that we might labour 
with increased earnestness, A report of 
the past year's work was read, which 
shewed a deficit in the funds. Sciveral 
scholars had been brought into the 
'Sunday-school by means of the tracts, 
and we are occasionally cheered by see
ing some of those we visit, attend the 
~ervices. The collection amounted to 
£1 Ss.-C. A. L. 

RE AD ING (PR0VIDENCE).-The 
43rd anniversary services of the open
ing of the s.bove chapel were held on 
Wednesday, August 13th. Two impres
sive sermons were preached-that in the 
afternoon by Mr, R. Mutimer, from 
'2 Tim, i. 12, "He is able ~o keep that 
which I have committed unto Him," 
and Jude 24, "Able to keep you from 
fallinir ; " that in the evening by Mr. 
H. T. Chilvers, from 2 Cor. v. 6 and 8, 
"' Al ways confident : . . . willing 
rather." Tea was provided in the 
-schoolroom, of which a goodly number 
partook, and we were cheered by the 
presence of friends from Cricket-bill, 
Yateley, Bucklebury Slade, Newbury, 
,and local Churches. As a Church, we 
desire to praise God for sending breth
Ten to supply the palpit both on the 
Lord's-days and week-evenings. We 
pray He will continue thus to bless us, 
-and all who have so readily helped us, 

To tlie Editors of the "E. V. anti G. H." 
DEAR BRETHREN,-Once again the 

"' Pastor's Sunday" has come and gone, 
,and in many respects was a source of 
pleasure and enjovment to many. The 
weather, which is often in most rural 
districts a potent factor either to aid or 
mar such services, was not very propi
tious, nevertheless fairly good congrega
tions gathered and gave brother Marsh 
-a hearty welcome, and gladly listened 
to, and highly appreciated, the two ex
cellent sermons he was enabled to 
preach, and I hope that the future may 
.prove them to have been owned and 
·blessed of God, for His own glory and 
"the people's real benefit. Now it re
mains for· me to heartily thank all, both 
great and small, both near and afar off, 
.for their kind and renewed remem-

bra.nee of me, for their kind and gener
ous gifts, and for the great servloes 
rendered by many to make the day one 
to be remembered, espeoially to the 
editor of E. V., brother Marsh, for hla 
sermons, and brethren Styles, Colson, 
Cooper, and Papworth for their efforts, 
and pray that the good Master may 
abundantly_ bless and reward them.
C11ARLES HILL, 

"THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT
THE NEED OF THE CHUR0H." 

An emtract froni tke Addreas of Paator 
W. GILL, :Afoderator of tlie Su.ffolk 
and Norfolk Associat-ion. 

As the Spirit is the orhrinating power 
of the ministry, so it is His perpetuating 
grace by which that ministry is crowned 
with succese. With what remarkable 
uniformity the prophetical writers 
ascribe the bestowment ot spiritual 
blessings exclusively to the Holy 
Ghost I le Christ's kingdom to be 
established above tile nations and on 
the tops of the mountains? It is the 
!leal of the Lord of Hosts which is to 
perform this. Are believers to grow up 
as plants and as willows by the water
courses 7 Is one to say, " I am the 
Lord," and another to call himself by 
the name of the God of Jacob7 and 
another to subscrihe with his hand unto 
the Lord, and surname himself by the 
name of Israel7 (Isa. xliv. 4). It is be
cause the Lord pours Hie Spirit upon 
the seed and His blessing upon the off
spring. Is the temple of the Lord to be 
reared 7 "It is not by might, nor by 
power, but by My Spirit, saith the 
Lord." Are the slumbering dead in the 
Valley of Vision to be raised 7 It is be
cause the Spirit has come from the four 
winds of heaven and breathed upon the 
slain that they might live. So to-day 
we need this Spirit for a fuller and 
fresher life in our Churches. 

Brethren, there is not a grievance to 
be redressed, or a hope to be inspired, 
but by Him, and in all our endeavours, 
alike for our own advancement and for 
the spread of the kingdom of Christ, we 
should at once ·be awed into reverence 
and attracted into faith by the 
announcement, "It is not by might, 
nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith 
the Lord of Hosts." Let us never for
get the Holy Ghost is the only Source 
of power, and from Whom only it can 
proceed. He is the Almighty, and His 
name bespeaks the secret of His power. 
The power of God is one of the earliest 
of Hie attributes to impress the human 
mind. His power is an attribute ever 
present The objects that are familiar 
to us which we see every day-the sun 
that lights us, the sky that reaches over 
us, the earth on which we tread-are all 
connected with the idea, and suggestive 
of His power. Who has watched the 
waves rolling upon the shore without 
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rooeivlnir Into the mind impressions of 
• the unlimited and ener_getio power of 

God-power, designing, mtelligent, and 
supreme7 And as, of all God's attri
butes, men are the earliest impressed 
with power, so, of all God's attributes, 
men are moat keenly oovetous of power. 
In all ages there have been men whose 
ohief ambition baa been for power; it 
has been seen in the statesman and in 
the monarob. The influence of this 
passion is all-pervading. Control, per
suasion, influence-how fond we all are 
of these; how ambitious we are to 
obtain them I The apostles were men 
of like paseions with ourselves ; they 
were under the oommon influence of 
this human desire; they were not free 
from ambition; there wae an effort to 
reserve seats on either side of the 
Redeemer in Hie kingdom for the 
aspiring eons of Zebedee, and thus they 
were disputing which should have the 
pre-eminence in His kingdom. What 
havoc this love of power has wrought 
in many a community I and yet the 
desire for power is not wholly criminal. 
God who implanted it in the heart had 
some wise purpose in view. When con
version takes place in a sinner's heart, 
no passion is destroyed no human feel
ing uprooted, not a solitary faculty or 
emotion is lost. "God," says Dr. 
Chalmers, 11 did not destroy the old 
Romish pulpits at the time of the 
Reformation; He did better, He 
preached in them." The Gospel does 
not annihilate a solitary passion, nor 
. dislocate a solitary feeling of our 
nature: it only directs those which 
were vehicles of rebellion into instru
ments of blessing. 

MENDLESHAM GREEN.-The 63rd 
· anniversary eervioes were held on 

Lord's-day, July 27th, when three 
excellent sermons were preached by 
Mr. A. J. Margerum, of Forest Gate. 
The oongregationa were good, and the 
presence of the Lord was felt and 
enjoyed. To Him he all the praiee.
H, T. H. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE. 
BRIXTON always enjoys Bank Holiday. 
Both in May and August we meet to 
record the goodness of God in giving us 
suoh a ministry of rich Gospel grace. 
On August 4th we had another such 
meeting, when Mr. Mitohell preached 
in the afternoon to a good-sized 
assembly-the weather being doubtful, 
no doubt kept some at hom1.>1-many 
staying to tea. 

In the evening the public meeting 
was also well attended,and the speakers 
were followed with deep interest, their 
messages being muoh appreciateq. The 
obair was taken by Mr. W. Harns, who 
opened by reading Pea. xxxiii., and him
.l!elf engaged in prayer. In his speech 

the chairman mentioned the comfort of 
attendin1t these meetinge, and how he 
enjoyed his vieite to us. Their object 
wae principally to bring a choice of 
pa.store and hearers closer together, 
that they might vie with one another 
in telling out the grand old truths of 
the Goepel. It aleo enabled the people 
of God to express their pra.otical sym
pathy with the Caueee. He remarked 
also on the heartiness of the einging. 

Mr. W. H. Taylor spoke of the men 
who in the past had been valiant for the 
truth, and he trusted we should still be 
favoured to support such men wherever 
thev were. 

Mr. J. Debnam gave us an excellent 
speeoh on II For all thinf;l"s are yours," 
&c. (1 Cor. iii. 21-23). He referred to 
the desire of some to glorify the ma.n 
who gave the message rather than the 
Ma.ster who sent it. 

Mr, F. Grimwood spoke on" Comfort 
ye, comfort ye My people, eaith your 
God," the two things chiefly mentioned 
being: God's possession-His people; 
and His provision for them in trouble
comfort. His desire was to exhort the 
people of God to read their Bible more, 
for by it came the only sure word 
which would give them their peace. 
"Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous, but the Lord delivereth him 
out ·of them all," 

Mr. J. Hall spoke of the spiritual 
blessings in Christ Jesus, and the manner 
in which the Holy Ghost m!!.kes them 
known to us : " He shall take of the 
things that are Mine, and shall show 
them unto you." 

Mr. Cornwell spoke at the conclusion 
of the meeting of the good and sound 
words we had been favoured to hear. 
The collections were fair. 

CH AR SF I ELD. - Sunday-schcol 
anniversary services were held on July 
27th. Three sermons were preached by 
pastor H. Alexander to large congrega
tions. On July 30th the children met 
at one .o'clock in the meadow, for 
games, &c., and at 2.15 assembled in the 
chapel, and recited Scripture dialogues 
and listened to an address by pastor 
Potter, of Grundisburgh. The children's 
tea was held in the meadow at four 
o'clock, and a public tea at five o'clock, 
to which 150 sat down. A public meet
ing was held in the evening, pa.stor 
Al1.>xander presiding. Addresses were 
delivered by pastors Potter (of Grundis
burgh) and Green (of E11,st Soham). 
The congregations were large. Miss L. 
Symonds presided at the organ. Special 
hymns were sung. The collections 
amounted to £6 5s, 16d,, which is an 
advance on former years. On August 
12th, after t we! ve months' call with 
a view to the pastorate, pastor H. 
Alexander accepted the unanimous vote 
of the Church to the same. In the 
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morning he b:i.ptized a brother and. 
sister, receiving the same, with another 
sister, into the Church in the afternoon 
Others we would gladly welcome,-H' 
ALEXANDER. 

BLESSINGS THROUGII CHRIST. 
A PARDO:\' written with His blood, 
The favour and the peace of God ; 
The seeing eye, t.bc feeling sense, 
The mystic joys of penitence ; 
The godly fear. the pleasing smart. 
The meltings of n broken heart : 
The tears that tell yonr sins forgi\•en, 
The sighs that waft your souls to Heaven; 
The guiltless shame, the sweet distress, 
The unutterable tenderness; 
The genuin~ meek humility. 
The wonder,-" Why such love to me I " 
The o'erwhelming power of saving grace, 
'fhe sigh that veils the sernpb's face, 
The speechles~ awe that dares not move, 
And all the silent heaven of love! 

C. WESLEY. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
THE prayer-meetings at the Camberwell 
and Hornsey Rise Asylums every Satur
day evening at 6.30 are well attended 
and helpful gatherings, and are open to 
-any friends who can conveniently be 
present. New faces and voices cheer 
the aged pilgrims, and the Lord's people 
who can spare an. hour at the close of 
the week in united prayer will . be 
heartily welcomed. ,. ,. 

• 
On Friday, October 3rd, at 7 o'clock 

p.m., a lecture will be given in the Hall 
of the Hornsey H.iee Asylum by Mr. S. H. 
Wilkinson on " A History of Ages : a 
Review historical, prophetical and 
missionary of the great World-Empires 
in contrast with the Divinely chosen 
people Israel." This lecture will be 
ill llBtrated by a new set of slides, 
pan.aramas and cinematographs. The 
prooeecls will be devoted to the Main
tenance Fund of the Asylum. 

,. * 
* 

The inmates of the Homes are always 
glad to welcome visitora, and every 
attention is paid to friends who call by 
the warders and matrons. 117 of the 
pensioners dwell in these quiet resting
placeB, where, in life's eventide, they 
spend peaceful and happy days. Ex
tensive repairs at the Hornsey Rise 
Asylum have heavily drawn upon its 
Maintenance Fund. 

,. * 
* 

1,611 pensioners, in all parts of the 
country, are now upon the books, and 
upwards of £12,200 per annum are 
expended in pensions. In view of 
these large increases the necessity of 
adding to the Annual Subscription list 
is apparent. Contributions of 7s. and 
14~. are within the ability of many who 

do not at present 8Ubserlbe, and whose 
help would be thankfully received. ... 

• 
Our Lord'd words, "I delight to du 

Thy will, 0 My God," reveal the 
atmosphere of ~ervioe ; not the law 
atmoBphere" I might to <lo this thing," 
but the ltive atmosphere," My meat is to 
do the will or Him that sent Me, and to 
finish His work." Through the oon
atraining love of Him who epoke may 
God's children give to Him, in the 
persons or His poor and aged people, 
the first portion, not the last. 

EDWARD HARRIS, 
of 89. Iverson-road, West Hampstead, fell 
asleep in Jesus August 2nd, 1902, aged 88 
years. The mortal remains were interred at 
Paddin!lton Cemetery·on August 71h; Mr. 
E. Beecher officiating. We hope to favour 
our readers next month with a brief memoir 
of this veteran saint. connected with the 
denomination over 60 year•, 40 of which 
were spent at Mount Zion. Hillcstreet. as a 
deacon. The memory of the just is blessed. 

ARTHTTR SARGENT 
·was the son-in-Jaw of the late beloved 
John Brand, of Wickham Market, whose 
abundant labours in tha Cau·se at Chars
field has m1tde his memory ·• ble~d" in the 
Church of Christ .. Our dear sister writes: 
"My beloved companion was laid aside for 
the last twelve months. I used to wheel 
him out in a chair whenever he could go. as 
he was unable to walk, It is my joy to 
know that bis sufferings, borne so patiently, 
are all ended, and he is now 'before the 
throne.' He was called to bis eternal rest on 
August 2nd at St. Leonarde-on-Sea, ex
changing the felloWllhip of the Church at 
.'Hope' Cba.pel. Bethnal Green, for the 
perfect service above, a.t the ege of 39 yPn.rs. 
• Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord · 
from henceforth.'" ·(No cards.) · 

SARAH TURNER, 
of Buckland Common. near Triilg, w1111 
called home on August 9th, at the age of 63 
years. She bad been a. consistent follower 
of Jesus for forty-two years, ha.ving been 
ba.ptized at Lee Common. Yet as a_ member 
of the little Church at Buckland Common, 
she loved and served the house of God ; and 
after a short illness. yet severe, she indeed 
entered into rest. Hymns were precious to 
her. Her especial favourite was-
" Nearest the throne, and first in song, 

Man shall his hallelujahs raise ; 
While gathering angels round Him throng, 

And swell the chorus ol His praise," 
Her body was Ja.id to rest in the Chapel 
Cemetery on Thnrs«:ay, August 16th, by 
p1111tor G. W. Thomas, with simple yet 
impressive service. Nearly the whole people 
of the village gathered, as a token of their 
sympathy with our bereaved brother Turner 
and the family. In the evening Mr. Thomas 
preached from l Thess. Iv. 14: "For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so, them also which sleep in Jesus wlll God 
bring with Him.'' The chapel was full. and 
our prayer is-may many be led to Jesus 
under the power of the word. 



Job's ~onfidqn~q and <ltomiolation. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

(Contvrmed from page 263.) 

"I know that my Redeemer liveth."-Job xix. 25. 

DIFFERENCES of opinion exist among commentators with respect 
to the extent and clearness of the knowledge possessed by the 

patriarchs, among whom, at least as to the time in which he lived, Job 
must be classed. Some aver that they had little if any knowledge of the 
resurrection. Others contend that their knowledge was scarcely inferior 
to our.i. Probably the truth lies between these two extremes. There 
cin be no doubt that there has been a vast access of light and fulness of 
revelation given to the Church on the glorious subject since the resur
rection of our Lord. Yet the ancients were not without light; and it 
may be that their vision was clearer than ours often is. And, as good 
eyes will see as much or even more in a poor light than weaker vision 
discovers in a stronger light, so, with their robust faith, they sometimes 
obtained a clearer view, and firmer grasp of this truth, than we with all 

· our ad vantage of fuller revelation at all timeJ possess. This appears to 
have b~en the case with Job; for in the passage we are considering he 
cle1rly expresses his faith in that grand and glorious truth. We are 
not unaware that the words have been otherwise translated than in the 
Authorised Version, but we believe that Job was acquainted with the 
resurrection, and derived great consolation therefrom. 

But we only deal in this paper with the grand statement, " I know 
that my Redeemer Jiveth." Let us consider first-

THIS GREAT PERSONAGE-THE REDEEXER. 

The word " redeemer " in our language signifies one who buys back: 
.red for re, back; emo (Latin), to buy; and the terminal" er," to denote 
the agent, redeemer. As to return is to turn back, so to redeem is to 
buy back, or re-purchase, and the redeemer is be who performs the act. 
The original word, however, is fuller than our word. It not only means 
one who buys back, as in the case of a pledged possession, or who ran
soms a captive, or delivers one who has been held in bondage, but it also 
means a" vindicator" (as in the margin of R.V.), and is the same word 
(goel) employed to indicate the "avenger of blood." There are those 
who think that it is in the sense of a " vindicator " that ,Job uses the 
word. I know that He who will clear my character from the aspersions 
falsely cast upon it, and will vindicate my cause, I know that He liveth, 
and will stand up for my help.· 

Such an assurance as this would minister much comfort to a dis
tressed mind and heart like Job's. Thus speaks the Psalmist to tried 
believers: "Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him, and He 
shall brina it to pass. And He shail bring forth thy righteousness as 
the light 0and thy judgment as the noonday'' (Psa. xxxvii. 5, 6). To 
the same' purport Isaiah: " No weapon that is formed against thee shall 
prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgmeut thou 
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shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and 
their righteommess" (not here imputed righteousness, but the clearing 
of their character) "is of l\le, saith the Lord." It is no small comfort, 
when aspersions are cast upon us, and false charges made against us, or 
false conclusions drawn from God's dealings with us, to remember that, 
our Vindicator lives, and that He will appear for our deliverance, end 
nndicate our character in due time. The close of Job's trial (Job xiii. 
i, 8) shows that his confidence in this respect was fully justified. So at 
the last shall our great Vindicator clear His people from Satan's asper
sions and calumnies. 

But we regard the passage as referring to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and His eternal redemption. Viewed in this aspect, it may afford us 
some helpful matter for our meditation. We notice three things neces
sary to be found in a redeemer. He must be a kinsman,- must pay 
the ransom price for our deliverance, and effect our deli'IJerance from our 
foes. These are all found in our glorious Redeemer. 

The Redeemer must be near of kin. This is brought out in the story 
of Ruth. Boaz was a kinsman, though in that case there was one nearer 
than he, and it was only on his refusing to act the part of kinsman that 
Boaz could legally redeem the inheritance. Our Redeemer is near of kin 
to us. " Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
He also Himself likewise took part of the same." He has taken upon 
Himself our nature, and was thus qualified to be our Redeemer. 
Wondrous stoop ! A.mazing condescension, the Lord of life and glory 
became a man; the eternal Word, by whom all things were created, was 
made flesh, and dwelt among men ! "Great is thA mystery of godliness: 
God was manifest in the flesh." And why has the only Begotten thns 
condescended ? why has God thus joined Himself to man : the Creator 
linked Himself to the creature ? That He might be our Redeemer. 0 
wondrous love ! 0 deepest of mysteries ! Let us believe, adore, and 
love Him with every power of our being. 

The ransom must be paid in full. The law of redemption was 
based on the strictest equity. Perhaps our best illustration here may be 
drawn from the case of the m~n who from poverty had sold himself for 
a servant. If a kiPsman would redeem him, the price was to be counted 
according to the number of years that would elapse ere the year of 
jubilee arrived, and an exact payment in proper proportion was to be 
made (see Lev. xxv. 47-52). Redemption, which to us is all love, 
grace, and mercy, yet proceeds on th~ li1;1es of strict justi~e to the 
Redeemer. The precious blood of Christ 1s the purchase price where
with He has redeemed His people. " Forasmuch as ye know that ye 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, ... but 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish" 
(1 Pet. i. 18, 19). "Feed the Church o~ God, which H~ hath pu~chased 
with Hisown blood" (Acts xx. 28). We regard redemption as bemgpar
ticular. Indeed, we are unable to form a conception in our mind of any 
redemption that is not particular. In every redemption there was some 
special property or person that was redeemed. The transaction related 
to that particular property or person, and to none else. When God 
redeemed His people He did not redeem Egypt, or any of the other 
nations round about. So we believe that our Lord Jesus Christ redeemed 
a particular and special people, all of whom were known to Him, are 
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interested in the great transaction, and shall assuredly receive the bene
fits that arise therefrom. Of a general redemption, that redeems all in 
general, and no one in particular, and from which multitudes of the 
redeemed derive no benetit, we are unable to conceive. We have never 
heard or read of a transaction of this kin·l among men; there is no Scrip
tural example of it with which we are acquainted; nor do we believe 
that such a thing ever existed. It is the part of justice, not only to 
exact an adequate ransom, but also to see that the persons redeemed 
derive the full benefit of their redemption-justice, not to the redeemed, 
but to the Redeemer who purchased them; the conduct of the redeemed 
has no place here; He that purcha~ed them possesses the right to them. 
So our Lord Jesus Christ has redeemed His sheep, His people, His 
Church, His bride, and shall surely possess the purchase of His own 
blood. 

It is necessary that deliverance should be effected. This completes 
redemption, and the redemption that does not effect delive).'ance is not 
worthy of its name. The price paid bv our gre<1t Redeemer was due to 
justice. God can never exercise one attribute at the expen!le of ano~her 
-He must be just, even when He forgives vile transgressors. Henc~ 
the need of redemption, a redemption which His own love and grace has 
provided in and through His only begotten Son. But the objects re
deemetl were under the dominion of Satan, and in the slavery of sin. 
This was the just consequence of their transgression, but the ransom 
price having been paid, the Redeemer has a right to deliver those whom 
He has purchased, and make them meet to be His own possession. This He 
effects by omnipotent conquering grace. Satan reigns in the hearts of 
the unregenerate by means of their sinful passions and lusts. It is a 
willing subjection on their part, and, horrible to refl.ed upon, they love 
their drudgery, and are desperately opposed to their own deliverance. 
Indeed, they regard themselves as being free, so completely are they 
duped by that arch-deceiver Satan, and consider the liberty which Christ 
imparts as being a curtailment of freedom. But He who has redeemel 
them is able to deliver them, and is not to be hindered in His work by 
their wickedness or wilfulness. By His Spirit He quickens their souls, 
enlightens their minds, changes their hearts, inclines their wills, and 
brings them heartily to desire true liberty. His people owe their actual 
deliverance from Satan's thraldom as much to their Redeemer as they 
owe to Him the forgiveness of theii- sins. It is only by deliverance being 
wrought in our hearts that we can come to know that we have been 
redeemed by His precious blood. And sooner or later all those whom He 
has purchased He will assuredly deliver, for He will not lose one of those 
for whom He paid the ransom price. 

Deliverance will not be complete until the resurrection morning. "We 
are waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body " ( Rom. 
viii. 23). He who has ransomed our souls, quickened our spirits, and 
delivered us from our foes, will consummate His work at that day. He 
has redeemed both soul and body, and His people shall receive the full 
benefit accruing thet·efrom. Now, although forgiven, accepted, and 
quickened, we st~ll. groan under a ~ense. of ~n~welling sin, aud are 
brou"ht into capttvtty to the law of sm which ts m our members. Yet 
we know that our Redeemer liveth, and that shortly our ransomed spirits 
shall be delivered and made perfect, and at the last day He will come 
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ag-ain, to raise and glorify our bodies, and take us home to dwell with 
Him for ever. May we experience Job's confidence in our Lord, and be 
comforted in all our tribulation with this glorious prospect. Here we 
must leave thie subject for the present; we may return to it next month, 
if the Lord will. 

THE METAPHORS OF PAUL'S EPISTLES. 
No. 5.-Characteristic. 

BY w. H. ROSE. 

" CHARACTERISTIC" is simply used in the title as a convenient 
adjective to denote figures of speech suggested by the different 

characters sustained by the apostle in_ the prosecution of his sacred 
mission. To the consideration of four of these the reader is respectfully 
invited in tlrn earnest hope that he may, with the writer, 

" Behold the portrait and admire : 
Nor stop·at wonder-imitate and live." 

(1) A Voyager. From his acquaintance with the sea-" in perils in 
the sea," "thrice I suffered shipwreck ''-Paul would very naturally 
adopt nautical terms for the purpose of illustration. Standing on the 
sea-shore at Miletus, with the mariners reefing sail before bis eyes, he 
declares to the Ephesian elders : "I reefed up nothing that was profit
able to you" (Acts xx. 20). Such, accordinl? to Farrar and the Lexicons, 
is the literal meaning of the word translated" kept back." The post of 
" reefer " was one that demanded both vigilance and courage. The 
repetition of the word in ver. 27 ("shrank not," R.V., i.e., in face of danger) 
intimates the need for the exercise of these qm11ities in Paul'!! ministry. 
To speed the Ephesians on their heaven-bound voyage he had " un
reefed" all the sails of trnth. When the apostle speaks in Ephes. iv. 14 
of being "tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine," may he not be drawing a metaphor from his own terrible 
experience of the Euroclydon in the Adriatic Sea, by which the ship was 
"caught and driven?" (Acts xxvii. 14, 15). Writing in the spirit of 
deep humility in I Cor. iv. 1 he says, "Let a man so account of us as of 
the ministers of Christ." He has been insisting upon the subordinate 
aspect of the ministry of the Gospel, and here he uses a word which 
originally denoted an under-rower in a galley. 'l.'he officer in command 
of the rower,i (sometimes there were six or eight banks of them) regulated 
their movements with a staff or mallet, accompanying it with his voice 
in a musical tone, so that they might keep time in rowing. The apostle 
recognizes that the course of the "ship of the Church"# is directed by 
tbe Divine Pilot, and his own duty is simple obedience to His will. 
What an increase in the harmony of Church life there would be if every 
minister made subserviency to the Lord, not supremacy over the Church, 
his only aim ! 

(2) A Trader. Paul's occupation as a tentmaker would involve him 
in monetary transactions : he would have to both buy materials and sell 
goods. Probably it is from his own watching the state of the market 
that, he exhorts believers to "look carefully . . . buying up the 

* The phrase is borrowed from The Quiver. 
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opportunity." R.V. marg. Opportunity for service (cf. Gal. vi. 10) 
should be as eagerly caught up as a bargain in the market-place. That 
~h? ap~stle scrupulously kept his accounts is more than hinted in the 
lllJUnct10n " Owe no man anything." But he cannot say this without 
adding, "Save to love one another." "Owe no debts to any man, save 
the debt of love alone" (C. & H.). As Bengel observes: "Love is a 
never-ending debt." How business-like is Paul's request to Philemon : 
"If he (Onesimus) oweth thee aught, put that to mine account; I, 
Paul, write it with mine own hand, I will repay it." Carelessness in 
respect to domestic or Church accounts haa brought trouble, aud some
times disgrace, to many a minister and Church officer. Paul would not take 
charge of a collection for the J udean poor saints without the joint super
vision of a delegate from the contributing Churches. In relation to 
business transactions let us all seek to cherish the same sensitive regard 
for the honour of the Name we profess. The apostle had a stern con
tempt for all "tricks of trade.'' He despised the men who used 
" shoddy '' material in making tents, and then passed them off as the 
" superior " article. " We are not as many who deal deceitfully with the 
Word of God" (2 Cor. ii. 17), marg., "Who adulterate or huxterize" 
(Newberry). Bullinger says the word refers to retailers, or vintners, 
who were notorious for adulterating their commodities. May the Lord 
inspire us with a horror of all "tricks of ministry," such as the adultera· 
tion of faithfulness to truth with an infusion of personal spitefulness, 
the disguising of fleshly passion with professions of spiritual love, the 
mixing up of rhetorical vanity with the simplicity of the Gospel of 
Christ. 

(3) A Citizen. Probably for services rendered to the State by his 
ancestors, Paul, though a Jew, was "a free-born citizen of no mean 
city" in the Roman province of Cilicia (Acts xxi. 39 ; xxii. 28). (The 
reader will recall how at Philippi, Jerusalem and Cresarea the apostle 
availed himself of the rights and privilep;es of Roman citiz~nship.) This 
circumstance gives added interest to the words in Phil. iii. 20 : "Our 

· citizen~hip is in heaven" (R.V.). But Paul had too much sanctified 
common-sense to allow his privileges and honours in the city of God to 
neutralize his lawful obligations and responsibilities as a citizen of Rome. 
And so he enjoins upon the Philippians to behave as citizens worthy of 
the Gospel of Christ (Phil. i. 27, R.V., marg.) Erastus, the treasurer 
of the City of Corinth, would be a prominent example of such worthy 
behaviour. It is a great pity that so many believers should permit a 
spurious spirituality to excuse them from the disch~rge of the duties and 
responsibilities of earthly citizenship. It is to be feared that, in some 
cases at least, there is an undercurrent of selfish indifference in this 
conduct, inasmuch as there is no scruple to appropriate the moral 
triumphs, imperial and municipal, secured by the toils of their less 
spiritual (?) brethren. The metaphorical language in Ephes. ii. 19, 
"No more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints," 
is very suggestive of a great transition of state and a vast acquisition of 
freedom and dignity. "With a great sum obtained I this freedom," 
said the chief captain of the Antonia garrison. The precious blood of 
Christ is the infinitely "great sum '' by which we, through Divine grace, 
have obtained the inalienable freedom of the Celestial City. 

(4) A Sufferer. There is in 1 Cor. iv. 9-13 a pathetic reference 
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to Paul's sufferin11:s in connection with his apostleship. "As men doomed 
to deRth ... a spectacle unto the world," &c. The Greek word in the 
margin, "theatre," brings the scene before our eyes. "Criminals con
demned to death were exhibit, d for the amusement of the populace in 
the arena of the amphitheatre, and forced to fight with wild beast~, or 
to slay one another as gladiators. These criminals were exhibited at the 
end of a spectacle as an exciting termination to the entertainment, 'set 
forth last of all.'" "We have no cert,ain dwelling-place." Bnllinger's 
definition, "to be a wanderer without a home," brings into touching relief 
the language of 2 Cor. v. 8 : "Willing rather to be absent from the body 
and at home with the Lord" (R.V.). Heaven as the "homeland" was 
vastly more than mere sentiment with the weary apostle. '' Made as the 
filth of the world, the offscouring of all things." It is said that in 
famines and plagues it was an ancient Greek and Roman custom to wipe 
off guilt by throwing poor wretches into the sea with the words : 
" Become our peripsema,'' i.e., our offscouring. It is not quite certain 
whether Paul refers to this cnstom ; but in any case the language suggests 
treatment of the most shameful kind. These metaphorical allusions 
help us to understand, however imperfectly, what the apostle passed 
through in "the fellowship of His sufferings." 

The next and final article of the series will (D.V.) deal with 
metaphors taken from Physiology, Jurisprudenc€, &c. 

~ipoSiitoru faptn on tht ~piSitl~ to the ]tomanSi. 
BY (THE LATE) G. w. SHEPHERD. 

No. 22.-CHAPTER VIIl.-19-28. 

"FOR the earnest expectation of thi, creature waiteth for the manifesta-
tion of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to 

vanity, not willingly, but b} reason of him who bath subjected the same 
in hope, because the creature also shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we 
know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the first
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of c,ur body." 

These verses demand slow and thoughtful reading, devout and prayer
ful study. Note the difference between being the sons of God, and the· 
manifestation of the sons of God. Truly, as the Apostle John says, 
" Now ARE we the sons of God, but it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be." The "manifestation " will be when "we shall be like Him," and 
"shall see Him as He is." For this truly blessed expectation we are 
described as "waiting," and must continue to wait until the day of 
judgment, for this manifestation requires the presence of every member 
of the elect body, made perfect in their glorious Head. 

We now draw attention to a matter which has excited some amount 
of controversy among expositors. We refer to Lhe word thrice rendered 
"creature," and once "creation," in these five verses. The New Testa
ment Revisers have very properly used one translation throughout, and 
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in each veree it is rendered "ere~tion." Rot the question is, What is to 
b_e understood by the word creation, or "creature," whichever transla
t10n we may prefer of the same Greek original ? Most absurd thin"s 
(to our mind) have been eaid upon these portions. "The whole creation°" 
has been made to mean, not only all mankind, bot even animals, insects, 
and plants. Bot eoberly and serioaely what possible interest C$1.n " the 
manifestation of the sons of God " have for any one but the sons of 
God ? And who or what else can be eaid to be earnestly expecting and 
waiting for it? We firmly believe that the apoetle is not digressing, 
bat still persuing the subject of the apparent discrepancy between the 
status of being a CHILD OF J EHOV .A.H, a joint-hei• with Christ Himself 
of eternal glories on the one hand, and the poor suffering, strug~ling, 
militant condition of the people of God in this world. The "creature," 
or "creation," referred to [ we regard] as the life of God in the s ml, 
wherehy alone we have evidence of being the sons of God. " Being 
born again, not of corruptible seed, bnt of incorruptible, by the Word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever" {1 Peter i. 23). "If any man 
be in Obrist he is a new creature'' (2 Cor. v. 17). "Created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works" (Ephes. ii. 10). 

Now this" creation" is said to be made subject to vanity in that a 
life of heavenly origin is associated for a time with a body of sin and 
death ; "so that the flesh lnsteth against the spirit, and the spirit 
against the flesh, and these being contrary the one to the other, the 
believer cannot do the things that he would" (Gal. v. 17). Hence the 
subjection is "not willingly," or by consent, for from the day of the 
conversion of the sons of God, to the day of their death, they are always 
saying, " 0 wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me ? " (Rom. 
vii. 24). But the subjection is by reason of the will of God, who instead 
of taking His people to heaven immediately after conversion has all
sufficient reasons for leaving them for a while in this world to battle 
with sin and Satan. Among other great purposes of this arrangement 
it is that one generation may declare His works unto another, and saved 
sinners may hand down the Gospel of salvation to every one that is 
to come. 

This aBBOciation of God's pare seed with fallen nature is called " the 
bondage of corruption," but the prospect is held out of deliverance from 
it, first at death, and finally at the consummation already enlarged upon 
in verse 11. It will indeed be glorious liberty when worship is no longer 
intruded upon, affection no longer divided, spiritual desires no longer 
checked, nor holy contemplation contracted and limited by opposing 
influences of flesh and sense. Truly " to depart, and be with Christ, is 
far better.'' For the reasons given we believe the "whole creation" in 
verse 22 to mean the whole family of the regenerated sons of God on 
earth, and that the groaning and tmvailing described refers to their 
experience exclusively, in harmony with the apostle's language in another 
place (2 Cor. v. 4). " For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being 
burdened, not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that 
mortality might be swallowed up of life.'' 

This is not the experience [merely] of an individual, of a°: age, or a 
generation. The apostle~ themselves, who had the firstfrmts of the 
Spirit, join with their brethren in all succeed~ng times. "Even we our
selves groan within ourselves.'' The firstfru1ts were a type or sample of 
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the harvest, and Paul and the believers in Rome were in this respect 
exactly like ourselves to-day-sorrowing under sin, longing for emancipa
tion, yearning too, not only for the day of death, but aho for the fulfil
ment of the promise in verse 11, and now referred to again, as "the 
redemption of our body."* Redemption in this place means recornry, 
indeed it must always include that meaning, but special reference seems 
here to be made to the resurrection of the body at the last great day. 
Then the results of redemption shall be fully displayed, as they never 
can be before. "Then "-not now-" shall be brought to pass tbe l!aying 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 0 death, where is thy 
sting ? 0 grave, wherj is thy victory?" . 

" For we are saved by hope : but hope that is seen is not hope : for 
what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for ? But if we hope for that 
we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. Likewise the Spirit 
a 1so helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for 
as we ought : but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings that cannot be uttered. And He that searcheth the hearts 
knoweth what is tbe mind of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession 
for the saints according to the will of God. And we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose." 

That the apostle should say, "we are saved by hope" (verse 24), 
does not reduce the value of his former arguments on the subject of 
justification. That something remains to be accomplished, does not 

* This passage is one of considerable difficulty. The exposition of our Author 
possesses the great merit of according with the experience of all, spiritual believers, 
and so far presents no difficulty. But it may be questioned whether it fully 
expounds the whole passage. Most interpreters expound creation right through 
this passage as the original creation. "The whole creation," which is repre
sented (verse 22) as "groaning and travailing in pain together until now," is 
clearly distinguished from believers, who have received •' the firstfruits of the 
Spirit" (verse 23). Our Author's remarks on this latter verse, while strictly in 
accordance with the analogy of faith, and true in themselves, appear to us not 
to fully explain the passage. " And not only so" (" they" is a translators' 
supplement, and "so " seems better)-that is, not only the whole creation groans 
and travails under the consequences of sin, from which it is to be delivered
" but ourselves also. which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves" 
-true believers, regenerated and justified, evidently distinguished from "the 
whole creation" of verse 22-" groan within ourselves," etc. To say that the 
firstfruits of the Spirit here means that Paul and other believers ":ere tyves of 
all believers in all ages seems scarcely to meet the case. The d1fficult1es of 
interpreting the passage in any consistent way are great. That the consequences 
of man's sin, however, has deeply affected creation is beyond dispute .. So we 
think also the final restoration of creation is clearly revealed in the Scriptures. 
Peter, after plainly declaring the destruction of the present order of things by 
fire, goes on to say," Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." 

"It is then meet for us to consider what a dreadful curse we have deserved, 
since all created things, in themselves blameless, both on earth and in the visib!e 
heaven, undergo punishment for our sins ; for it has not happened through their 
own fault, that they are liable to corruption. Thus the condemnation of man
kind is imprinted on the heavens, and on the earth. and on all creatures. It 
hence also appears to what excelling glory the sons of God shall be exalted; fo,r 
all creatures shall be renewed in order to amplify it, and to render it illustrious. ' 
-J. Calvin. 

No less than eleven different and distinct interpretations of this passage 
have been given: not one of which is altogether free from difficulties. Our 
Author's is, perhaps, the one that best a,:icords with spiritual experience.-ED. 
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lessen the importance,,o~ what has been already done .. Tnat ·' we hope 
for that we see not m the matter of the redemption of the body is 
therefore perfectly consistent with our belief in the finished work' of 
Obrist. Indeed it is only by believing in the one, that we can possibly 
hope for the other so as to "patiently wait" for its accomplishment. 
. But; we have an additional source of support and encouraaement in 
the meanwhile. The same "Spirit of adoption" who wit~~sses our 
sonship, remains with us to help oar infirmities. While we are in the 
body, our infirmities will be numerous, and constantly necessitate oar 
making use of the great privilege accorded to us of approaching our 
Father in prayer. And since in the exercise of this privilege, we are 
beset with manv difficulties, since we are ignorant oi the matter and 
mariner of p1·aying aright, we have the promise of the Holy Spirit's 
help. He is peculiarly fitted for this kind office ; for as one of the 
Eternal Three, He is a party to the secret arrangements of the Eternal 
Cov~nant, and is acquainted with all that is decreed, both in providence 
and g1·a-::e, for every one of the adopted family. In like minner the 
Eternal " Searcher of hearts" is in perfect accord with the Spirit in 
mind and purpose, and therefore not only knows the meaning of those 
petitions so feebly expressed, so imperfectly worded, but also understands 
the very "groanings" of His children when words fail. 

· There seems to be a distinction between the person of the Spirit, and 
His influences in this connection, marked by the use of different pro
nouns. The word " itself," • in verse 26, is not used in a personal sense, 
while in· the next· verse, we read that, as a person, "He maketh inter
cession for the saints." The difference may be thus stated. The 
operations of the Holy Spirit upon us are persorntl, and to be ascribed to 
Him alone, but in those influences within us with which we co-operate, 
the moving· powe1· is His, but the act is ours. He thus indites our 
prayers, but He .does not pray, and the imperfection of our prayer is 
chargeable to us only. This distinction, however, is immaterial to the 
main fact the Holy Spirit helps the sairits to pray, directs them what to 
pl'.ay for, according to the will of God ; and when ordinary language 
fails to• expr~s this, excites those groanings whfoh speaks volumes with
out a sentence being uttered, but which the Father comprehends, 
because He" knoweth the.wind of the- Spirit." 

Finally-to sum up this section, and as a concluding argument for 
us to wait pat:.iently for that manifestation of the.sons of God, which yet 
we see not--" we know that all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them that are the called according to His purpose." 
It is for our good, therefore, that for the present we are made subject to 

*'The noun Spirit in the Greek is neuter, and the pronoun is neuter to agree 
with the noun. Many scholars think that in translating the pronoun should be 
rendered "Himself," and not "itself." Thus one on verse 16 of this chapter:
" The Spirit itself" [Auto to pneuma]-it should be "Himself." It is 
unfortunate that our English Version here and elsewhere follows the Greek 
constructicn, which requires the proncmn to be the neute-r gender, to agree with 
the noun, which in that language is neuter. Even in the Greek qrigin,al of 
John xvi. 13-where it was of special importance to mark what was meant by 
this neuter noun was 11, living person,-there, even in the Greek, the masculine 
pron,oun • He ' is used. This is our warrant for using the English ' He ' and 
, Himself' in every place where it is clear, as it is here (and even more so in vv. 
26 27) that the Holy Ghost as a living Divine Person is meant."-D. Brown, 
"Ckit1oal .a.nd Experimental Commentarv," · 

w 
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vanity ; for our good that, for a brief space, we groan and travail in 
pain together ; for onr good, that yet a little longer we must struggle 
with infirmities. All the plans and all the performances of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, have for their ultimate obJect the highest good of the 
adopted family ; all the arrangt>ments of universal providence are made 
with this object ; calamities, evils, temptations, tribulations, are over
ruled to this end. Angels, men, yea, even devils themselves are pressed 
into the same service. Some manifestly, some mysteriously, some by 
consent, and some by force,-all beings, all things, and all circumstances 
work together for the best, for the objects of everlasting love. We may 
well therefore be content to wait for the redemption of our body, since 
nothing shall occur in the meanwhile but what shall contribute to the 
unmixed good of the sons of God, when the Divine purp'.lse shall be 
fulfilled. 

AN EXPLANATION. 

In our footnote to " Expository Papers " in our September issue, 
page 268, a sentence occurs which has caused a misunderstanding with 
some of our readers. On the expression, incidentally introduced by Mr. 
Shepherd-" being crafty, I caught you with guile," we say the words 
"are really a wicked slander and calumny on the apostle's character." 
Some of our friends have taken these words to refer to the Author of the 
exposition. Nothing could be further from our meaning, as we think a 
careful reading of this passage will show. It is to the false apostles at 
Corinth, who brought this odious charge against Paul, that the words 
refer. Against our departed friend and brother, the gifted Author of 
the exposition, no such charge can possibly be laid : the most that can 
be said is that he inadvertently introduced the passage. His meaning 
with respect to Paul is simply that he acted according to the direction 
of Matt. x. 16: "Be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless" (marg. 
"simple," in the sense of pure or unmixed, guileless)" as doves." We 
much regret this misunderstanding, and that it has grieved some, who, 
like ourself, have a great respect for the memory of our brother. Our 
object was to set forth the real meaning of the text cited, and by no 
means to reflect upon the gifted Author of the exposition.-E. M. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

Feathered Folk. No. 10.-Humming Birds and Birds of Paradise, 

TO turn from birds of prey, regarded mos_tly :wit~ dislike, and fear, on 
account of their fierce and predatory mchnat1ons, to take a look at 

creatures almost everywhere beloved, may p~ove a pleasing chan~e. 
Humming birds are always small, thos_e bel?ngmg to the larges~ SJ?eCles 
not attaining a greater length than eight mches, and the ma.Jonty of 
their 400 or 500 varietieE are very tiny but exceedingly pretty specimens 
of bird life. 

They are most plentiful in South America, a few kinds are found in 
the southern part of the U~ited States, one _kind m8:y be seen in No~th 
America as far as Canada m the summer time, while the West Indies 
and other islands furnish others. Several kinds always keep to the 
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same spots, two out of three on the Island of Juan Fernandez, not being 
found elsewhere. Some of them are migratory, travelling from more 
northerly to warmer climes in the autumn. On the " forest-clad 
Andes," the moantains extending from Mexico to Chili, they are very 
abandant. but do not much patronise even the most fertile plains. 

_Of course with such a number of different species there is great 
variety of form and colour, but all are said to be exceedingly beaatiful, 
and are great favourites wherever found. They feed on insects chiefly, 
though they visit flowers to extract the nectar or honey. The humming 
sound from which they have obtained their name is caused by the 
quick vibration of their wings when suspended over a mass of blossoms. 
So quick indeed is their flight that the eye can scarcely follow them, 
and it is said they visit perhaps a hundred flowers in a minute, all their 
movements being marvellously rapid. 

The Sword-billed Humming Bird has a very long beak; the " white
footed" racket tail is remarkable for the white feathers around its 
feet; the common Topaz Humming Bird is so called from its plumage, 
as also is the Emerald Hummer. A nataralist speaking of the North 
American species, says, " Nature in every department of her works 
seems to delight in variety, and this bird is almost as singular for its 
minuteness, beauty, and manner of feeding as the Mocking Bird is for 
its unrivalled excellence of note, and plainness of plumage. The 
Humming Bird is one of the few birds that are universally beloved, and 
amidst the sweet, dewy serenity of a summer's morning, his appearance 
amongst the arbours of hone_ysuckles and beds of flowers is truly 
interesting. 

" When morning dawns, and the blest sun again 
Lifts his red glories from the Ea.stern main, 
The flower fed Humming bird his round pursues; 
Sips with inserted tube the honied blooms. 
And chirps h.is gratitude as round he roams ; 
While richest roses, though in crimson drest, 
Shrink from the splendour of his go,geous breast. 
What wondrous tints in mingling radiance fly I 
Each rapid movement gives a. different dye; 
Like scales of burnished gold they dazzling shew, 
Now sink to shade, now to a. furnace glow." 

The Birds of Paradise, as they are called, have also a great variety 
of species, and most peculiar colours and adornments. More than 
thirty species are known, and they are very beautiful, though it is only 
in the males that the rich colours appear, the females havin~ much 
quieter plumage. They are inhabitants of New Guinea and the Molucca, 
or Spice Islands, to the North of Australia, and some two or three 
kinds are found in Australia itself. Not much has been known about 
them until comparatively recent times, for though their dried skins had 
been traded with, the living birds had not been seen by Europeans, and 
were called by the Malay traders, "dead birds," implying that they had 
never seen them alive. 

The Great Bird of Paradise is the large,t known, generally measuring 
seventeen or eighteen inches from beak to tail ! Its body, wings, and 
tail are of a rich brown, and the breast blackish violet, or purple brown, 
the top of the head and neck a very delicate straw yellow, the short, 
close and set feathers resembling plush or velvet ; the lower part of the 
throat up to the eye clothed with scaly feathers of emerald green very 
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glossy, and velvety plumes of a deeper green extending in a band 
across the forehead and chin; the eyes bright yellow, beak pale lead 
blue, and the large, strong well-formed feet a pale pink colour .. From 
each side of the body, under the wings, the full-grown male bird has a 
thick tuft of long, delicate plumes, growing sometimes to the length of 
two feet, of a deep, glossy orange hue, shading to pale brown at the 
tips. These tufts can be spread out at will so as to cover the .bird's 
whole body ; the perfect plumage does not seem to be attained until the 
bird is about four years old. 

The true Paradise birds, which are smaller, feed on, fruits· and 
insects, preferring figs, grasshoppers, cockroaches and caterpillars. A 
naturalist gave £100 for two adult male birds at Singapc;>re, on the 
voyage home ; he fed them with bananas and cockroaches ; their cage 
had to hang in a draughty place, and there was a sharp frost one night, 
yet they arrived in London _quite well, and lived in the Zoological 
Gardens for a year or two to delight spectators with their beautiful 
plumage. . 

The birds are often killed for the sake of their feathers, and furnish 
another instance of the fac~ that in this world the :possession of any 
great attractiveness is frequently dangerous to its possessor ; and as 
many a person has lost his or her life for the sake of their wealth, so 
many of the loveliest of God's creatures are sacrificed to the greed and 
vanity of the human race, and are often most wantonly and ruthlessly 
slain. · · 

It must be a beautiful sight to look upon the Hummers, or th{l 
Paradise birds, in their natural haunts at home and free, and they fur
nish yet another,proof of the wisdom and power of the Almighty. And 
is it not sweet to reflect that He who formed so many bright and lovely 
things, must be Himself the perfection' of beauty, the altogether Lovely 
One ! The Psalmist wanted to dwell in God's house to " behold the 
beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in His Temple." "How beautiful 
is God ! " said one who, by faith, had leamed something of the "beauty 
of holiest love ; 1' and the question arises, Is He beautlful to us ? to me ? 
" Glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders , " yet God in 
Christ is sweet; attractii'.e, and beautiful to those who know His Name; 
and to "see'' the Savi.our "as He is," is the height of bliss promised 
to all who love Him ; for when they thus see Him they shall be " like 
Him," and shine for ever' in the beauty of their Lord. 

Dear re,~ei:, will this joy be yours?.. Cari you say of Jesqs; 
.. ' · · "Whatever' He t~ ·others is, 

He's all in a.11 to me ? " 
" 

If so, you shall eee Him, and be like Him; and spend a. long eternity in 
wonder, love, and praise ; but if not, if He is little or nothing to you, 
WHAT THEN ? AH, WHA'E indeed? May the Holy Spirit press the 
question home upon your heart. Amen. 

"CHRIST is of all gifts the sweetest gift: as ·the tree (Exod. xv. 25) 
sweetened the bitter waters, EO this gift, the Lord Jesus ( of whom. that 
tree was a type) swee~ens all other gifts that are bestowed upon the sons 
of men ; he turns everJ bitter .into sweet, and makes every SWEET more 
SWEET."-;--'l,'hos •. Brooks • . 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

•: In lov1:: having predesti~a.ted us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Ohnst to Himself, ..• wherem He hath ma.de us accepted in the Beloved."-
Ephes. i. 4-6. · 

E. LECTION and predestination are sorpetimes spoken of as being 
synonymous, expressing the same thing. We purpose, however, to 

show that such is not the actual case. I suppose there are few of 
my readers who have not heard of the two beautiful rivers, the Wye and 
the Severn ! They oome from the same source, and for some distance 
they run side by side, then they branch off in different directions. Before 
they reach the Bristol Channel they unite. It is so with these doctrines, 
they emanate from the same source, and continue thro~h time, and 
again unite in the same eternal fountain of Di vine love. Yet they are 
distinct in some particulars-e:g., they differ infruit., Holicess is said 
to be the fruit of election, adoption the fruit of predestination. Election is 
said to be the act of the will, predestination the act of the understanding. 
Election is simply God's decree to the end, while predestination contrives 
the means by which the end is obtained. · 

Having derived some help from the above, I theught I would pass 
it on, with lhe hope that others might be benefited .also. fn this short 
paper we purpose using as our keynote the two words connected with 
the third verse-" IN :LOVE.'' Divine love is the source whence all 
springs. The anchangeabie, unfathomable love of God is the great ocean 
from whence all the rivers of blessing come to us. The first river 
demanding our prayerful attention is 

DIVINE LOVE AS SEEN IN PREDESTINATION. 
Let us carefully examine this word predestination. Its simple mean

ing, as my readers know, is to appoint beforehand. Its primary meaning 
is to kno_w the ,objects upon -which Divine love is fixed. Its secondary 
meaning is to approve. There is another shade of meaning affixed to 
thi:: word, which_is very suggestive-viz, set bounds to. How fully all 
this agrees with the teaching of the Bible, and the universal experience 
of the children of God ! Will my reader carefully note the order-God 
in love set His children apart from the rest of the world for Himself ; 
He fixed His love upon them from the ¥ery beginning, and set bounds 
oo their worldline•s, by fixing the set time of love, or the day of grace, 
when they should, under the invincible power of the Holy Spirit, be 
brought to know the inestimable blessings of a free-grace salvation. God 
fixed the time, the nieans, appointed the circumstances attending their 
emancipation from the thraldom of sin and bonds of iniquity, and the 
moment of their introduction in'to the joyous liberty and delightful free
dom of His children. Our next point--

DIVINE LOVE AS SEEN IN ADOPTION. 
Adopt.ion is one of the great ends of predestination-" children," or, as 
the Revised Version renders it, " sons." We may say that none are 
naturally sons, not in the sense as meant here. ~t also follows tha~ none 
can make themselves sons. Nevertheless, God 1s pleased, accordmg to 
the riches of His grace, to make us sons. "We are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus." How fully this accords with that other state
ment of the Holy Spirit--" By grace ye are saved.'' Yes, free and sove-
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reign grace will ever be the "charming sound," to the heirs of sal
vation. But just now we must confine ourselves to the term adoption. 
A very beautiful, and, to iny mind, rather a comprehensive word. It 
includes all those transcendent privileges Etei;nal Love has been pleased 
to bestow-privileges of the very highest order and of the most exalted 
rank. What can be more dist;nguished than actual sonship? what bond 
of relation ran be nearer, or more closely and affectionately united ? 
what more lasting ? There are no ties stronger in creation than these. 
Child of God, no power in creation can separate you from your Father's 
love! 

This sonship, among other things, includes heirship. Yes, we are 
" heirs of God, and joint-_heirs with Jesus Christ." How much this 
means ! It means that we are heirs to all the vast riches our Father 
bas in store, and that we are to share with our elder Brother, the 
" excellent glory" which He had "with the Father before the world 
was," and still ha~, and will continue to have throughout the countleEs 
ages of eternity. In that glory we by His electing, adopting love are 
" joint-heirs." 

Then, does it not suggest to us that living, personal, and eternal 
union with our adorable Lord and Saviour Jesus Obrist? Good old 
Kent rightly sang :-

" In union with the Lamb, 
From condemnation free, 

The saints from everlasting were, 
And shall for ever be." 

I have not the least fear on my mind but what the prayer of Jesus 
will be fully and satisfactorily ansl'lered-the ONENESS of the whole 
family, the cementing bond is Jesus Himself. While His grace saves, 
His love holds us. From Him we cannot finally fall, neither can we get 
out of the circle of His eternal love. " Once in Him " means His for 
ever, for thus "the eternal covenant stands." 

The adoption of sons exceeds the privileges even of angels. They 
may be favourites, but we are more than favourites-we are sons. In 
the electing love of God we were sons from eternity, and are sons 
in time, and sons for evermore. Changes may take place, doubts 
may arise, distance may intervene ; but wherever we are, in whatev~r 
circumstances placed, whatever condition of mind or experience, this 
sonship remains unbroken. Try, dear friends, to realise this blessed 
sonsbip :-

" Its bonds shall never break, 
Though earth's old columns bow: 

The strong, the tempted, and the weak 
Are one in Jesus now." 

We have only space to notice-
DIVINE LOVE AS SEEN IN THE GRACIOUS ACCEPTANCE. 

Yes, the whole Church accepted in the BelovP.d-in Jesus, who is the 
object of the Father's boundless and immutable love. In the Beloved, 
Divine grace bath made us dear, precious, and delightful to Himself. 
We are accepted in Jesus, our Mediator, the Representative of His 
people on high. We are the objects of His special affection, and as such 
we are in Hirn endued with blessings of etP.rnal salvation. We possess 
those spiritual blessings and share in the plenitude of His redemption. 
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We are enriched in Christ, with all the graces of the Spirit. He bath, 
';10 to ~peak, ingratiated_ us with His Divine favour. His goodwill 
18 restmg upon us contmually. The glory of His grace rests upon 
the· ·children of Hie choice. Indeed, with the Psalmist, we may say, 
" No good thing does He withhold." The love of His heart centres 
upon His accepted children. What an inexpressible blessing is this l 
Who can describe its real blessedness ? Who can fully comprehend 
its depths of meaning ? Who can tell out the deep hallowed joy felt 
in the soul when one is favoured to realise the bles:1ed troth that it 
is accepted in the Beloved ? What mutual love and mutual rejoicing 
between the Beloved and those loved I This to the soul is more pre
cious than gold, more valuable than all that earth calls good or great. 
Truly we would not change our blest estate for all the riches of Egypt, 
nor yet the gold of Ophir. We would not accept any earthly crown, 
kingdom, or reward in the place of this blessed acceptance in the 
Beloved. Oh to experience it more fully ! then would our reace be 
calm as a river, and our righteousness as the waves of the sea. Blest 
Spirit, bear Thy testimony to my heart that I am accepted in the 
Beloved I 

JESUS AS A QUESTIONER-No I. 
BY THOMAS HENSON. 

INQUISITIVENESS is a genuine trait of human character ; the child 
questions the parent, the student questions the teacher, and the 

scientist questions nature. It is easy to ask a question, but not so easy 
to ask a wise one. There are keen intellectual questions which often 
distract the mind, and end in confusion and disappointment. There are 
also burning heart questions which relieve the soul that waits patiently 
for more light. The sage was right, when he said, " Man can ask an 
infinity of questions which his own sagacity can never answer." 
Ignorance often blunts our questions concerning God's methods with us, 
and turns them back upon ourselves. Jesus Christ was a great 
questioner, and Divine knowledge made His questions to be sharp 
swords to the conscience ; and the same knowledge, full of tenderness, 
made them to be healing touches to the wounded and the weary. Divine 
inspiration gave depth and weight to apostolic questions, which we may 
search into without fino.ing all their wealth of meaning. A wise question 
is a great teacher. Pastors, preachers, and teachers may communicate 
great truths, and fasten nails of conviction by questions pointedly put 
to the soul, when the Spirit worketh by them. More light may shine 
through an appropriate question than through a brilliant oration. 
Sunday-school teachers especially should study the habit of qm stioning, 
and learners should be enco:1raged to draw water from the wells by 
means of the questioning pitcher. Neander says,•· It not unfrequen~ly 
happens in our human life, that the questions of others are suggest1, e 
to great minds, and, like flint upon steel, draw forth their inner light, 
at the same time revealing to thei1· souls the unknown treasures that lay 
in their inner depths." Wisdom is like the waters of a sealed fountain; 
a wise and gracious question breaks the seal, and sends the ~trearns 
abroad to irrigate and fertilize many minds. A famous scribe said, "I 
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haw le.irned much from the Rabbis my teachers ; I have lel\rned more 
from t.he Rabbis my colleagues ; but from my scholars I have learned 
moi;t of all." Presumably his scholars were questioners. Human 
questioners often err. In the whole history of Jesus, we may see that 
Hii; quei;tions newr ened: they never missed their mark, never needed 
C'(•rrec.t.ion. 

The ability to quei;tion is a great talent for good or for evil, and 
in,oh·ei; a great and solemn responsibility. Bene,olence and benignity 
were manifest in the questions of Jesus, even in their sternest forms, 
ar:d when addregged to His bitterest enemies. On the other hand, the 
malignant subtlety and enmity of the priests-the PhariEees, and the 
&.ribes. were also manifested in their studied questions to Him. By 
their traditions they had made the Sabbath a day of irksome bondage, 
iIIBtead of calling it " a delight." As Jesus and His disciples walked 
through a oorn-field on the Sabbath-day, the Pharisees, being on the 
wstch a,,o-ainst Him, found then opportunity in the act of the disciples 
rubbing out a few grains to satisfy their hunger. Hoping to entangle 
Je,,71S, they said," Behold, why do they on the Sabbath-day that which 
IB not lawful?" The answer which Jesus gave was a question which 
priests and Pharisees could not help to feel, " Have ye not read in the 
law, how on the Sabbath-days the priests in the temple profane the 
Sabbath, and are blameless ? " One greater than the temple was there ; 
they cJuld not appeal against His question. 

One of Christ's early questions, after commencing His ministry, was 
add!'e5'sed to His mother. He was then thirty years of age. He had 
always shown perfect deference and honour to her. He was a guest at 
a wedding in Cana, and His mother, and some of His discii,les were 
there also. The wine was scarce, and His mother hinted the fact to 
Him, possibly also hinting a remedial act. But He never exhibited His 
Divine power in answer to human curiosity. Perhaps she had forgotten 
the lesson in the temple eighteen years before, that He bad a cloBE;r 
relation to His Divine father than to His human mother, and His 
answer would once more remind her of that truth. "Woman, what 
have I to do with thee ? " He said. That question was not harsh, or 
rude, as amongst us it might be ; the .A.utbor of the fifth commandment 
oould not be its breaker. In dealing with her Son she was a mother, 
but in dealing with the Son of God He showed her a boundary over 
which she could not pass. But His question was in perfect harmony 
with the most perfect courtesy to women. " Woman" was a form of 
address used towards the most dignified persons. With the same word, 
" woman," He last spoke to her in the tenderest solicitude fro';ll. the 
cross. For the word " mother " He had a higher and more spmtual 
use, as we shall see in a later paragraph. 

Did there lie concealed in Mary's hint to J,,sus, thongh quite un
suspected by herself, the seed of that guilty Mariolatry which bas been 
so wickedly developed by Popery? Doubtless to His Divine mind the 
future of His kingdom was open. "Roman expositors have been very 
aaxi~us to rid thii! answer of every shadow of rebuke or blame. Entire 
treatJ.Be, have been written with this single purpose" ('l'rench). We 
may re~ard this <JUCstion of Jesus to His mother as His anticipatory 
<.xin~unnati<Jn of tbat soul-destroying idolatry which He foresaw in the 
corrung corruption of the Churnh. Christ is the King of heaven, but 
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Mary is not the Queen of heaven, as the PapiHtR have called her. Rbe 
hae no queening power over her Son ; He still 113ys, '' Woman, what 
have I to do with thee?" Christ is the "One Mediator" whom (j-o<J 
hae chosen, aod if Mary be thrust upon us as the mediatrix ah(JV'3 Him, 
or in connection with Him, we say, Woman, what havf.: Wf; to do with 
thee ? Christ alone is our Advocate with the Father. 

Reference has b~en made to Christ's higher use of the title," }!other." 
He had been preaching the most solemn troths of the kingdom (Matt. 
xii.}., But the Scribes and Pharisees did not want troths, they wanted 
signs and wonders. Jesus referred them to the story of .Jonah and the 
whale; the story they knew, its meaning they might learn. He held 
before them a picture of a reformed, bot unsaved mao, as representati,e 
of themselves. While He was thus talking with them, His mother and 
His ·brethren came, and wished to speak with Him. The p-;ople, who 
would not hear Him for themselves, directed His attention to His mother 
and His brethren. That wae a fitting occasion for Him to lay before 
them a sti1l greater and more joyful truth of a happier relationship. He 
opened the way for it, and fixed it as an eternal fixture by B.i!king a 
question, " Who is My mother ? and who are My brethren ? " He did 
not leave that question to simmer away like vapour in the air, He 
crowned it by a glorious statement. " Behold My moth, r and _lly 
brethren ; for whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in 
heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and mother.' The question 
is a great challenge. The statement teaches ns that an obedient belie,er 
has a higher station in the kingdom of God than that of a natural 
mother. The question emphasizes the statement, the statement gilds 
the question with unfadiog glory. All through the ages there had been 
great souls, great kings, great priests, great prophets, and great women, 
but none of them were so great as John the Baptis~; and even he was 
not so great as the lowliest mother in the kingdom of heaven. The 
highest honour of saved sinners is not in their birth by nature, but in 
their birth by grace ; not in their natural relationship to kings and 
queens of the earth, but in their relation by faith to the King of kings. 

The last question we considered is brimful of love and tenderness. 
It warns all enemies that they hurt not the Lord's poor relations ; it 
encourages the relations of Christ to rest in Him, and suggests that the 
" Elder Brother" of the family will not leave them destitute. The next 
question is of another order, but full of the same truth. It is indee:i a 
congeries of precious questions. "Behold the fowls of the air, ... 
are ye not much better than they ? " ".ire not two sp:mows sold for 
a farthing ? Fear ye not, therefore, ye are of mor.i ,alue than mllll:y 
sparrows." " Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit to hIS
etature ? " " Consider the lilies, they grow without toil or labour, 
Wherefore, if God so clothe the lilies and the grai;:s, shall He not much 
more clothe you, 0 ye of little faith?" (Matt. vi. 25-31). 

Let us put these questions distinctly, so that we may look at them, 
and listen to them. 

"Consider the rnvens ; they neither sow nor reap, which have 
neither stol'ehouEe, nor barn ; and God feedeth them ; how mueh more 
aro ye bette1· than the fowls?" He created them,-Hc di~d for us. 

" And which of you with takiu~ thought, can add to 111s_ stature one 
cubit ? " Thought cannot crel\te time ; money cannot buy it. 
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" If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why take ye 
thought for the rest ? " God's thoughts are very deep, and very high. 

"Consider the lilies how they grow. . • • If then God so clothe 
the grass, which is to-day in the field, and to-morrow is cast into the 
oven ; how much more will He clothe you, 0 ye of little faith P " (Luke 
xii. 22-28). 

" Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ? • • • Ye are of 
more value thau many sparrows " (Matt. x. 29, 30 ). 

These questions, with Christ's own words on most of them, are put 
for the relief and cure of doubt. fear, distrust, anxiety, carking care, 
and the concentration of the mind's thoughts and the heart's affections 
upon this present life, and this present wol"ld. It is safe to say that none 
d these distressing feelings were experienced by Adam. and Eve in 
Paradise. They sinned ; and sin destroyed their love of God, and their 
faith and trust; and opening floodgates in their souls, it let in every 
evil. Regeneration by the Holy Spirfo brings a new life, and Christ by 
these questions is drawing the soul back to the old rest in God's all~ 
sufficiency. 

Anxious care for the body and the future is a beseLting sin ; God 
and eternity are lost sight and thought of behind the clouds of corrosive 
care. To-morrow haunts to-day like a ghost of the night. Man's 
immortality depends upon God and His living word, not ui;on meal 
from the stall, nor upon corn from the field. Jesus warns His disciples 
against this snare of the enemy ; many times He bids us "Take no 
thought" for bodily, earthly things which perish. Birds cannot reason, 
cannot fret, cannot kill themselves with anxious worry, for God cares 
for them. Poets have put sentiments into the chirp of the sparrows, 
and represents them as praising their Maker. 

" The bird sits singing by his nest, 
And tells aloud 

His trust in God, and so is blast 
'Nee.th every cloud." 

A.nother makes the sparrow to sing, 
"I'm only a little spe.rrow, 

A bird of low degree ; 
My life is of little ve.lue, 
But there's ONE WHO CABEB for me ; 
AND I AM FREE." 

If God so clothe the :flowers and the grass, if He so care for the 
raven and the sparrow, how much more will He care for thee, 0 thou 
disciple of little faith ? Five perishable sparrows for one half-penny I 
And an imperishable, immortal soul, which cost the precious blood of 
Christ to redeem it! Can these two be compared? No. Ye~ th~ fr!e 
sparrows are cared for, divinely cared for by your Father which 18 m 
heaven. You cannot compare the sparrows, and your own blood~ought 
soul; yet you may compare God"s care of both, and learn_from ~1s. care 
of them something of His infinite care for yourself. His Ommsmence 
is pledged to see your needs; His Omnipresence is pledged to be on 
your right hand and on your left ; and His Omnipotence is pledged to 
all your helplessness. 

"Are you ever burdened with 11, loe.d of ea.re ? 
Does the cross seem hee.vy you a.re called to bee.r? 
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Count your ma.ny blessings, every doubt will fly 
And you will be singing as the days go by." ' 

311 

In the Gospel by Matthew there are upwards of twenty of these 
interesting and profitable questions, some of which are sharp swords for 
guilty coneciences ; some are deep wells of living water for thirsty souls ; 
some are healing touches for wounded spirits ; and some are pots of 
honey for the weak and weary. 

Old Charlton, S.E. 

THE VALUE OF THE BIBLE."' 
'' JN short, regarding the purity of its morals, the varied extent of its 

subjects, the harmony between the laws of the Bible and the 
operations of Providence - the clear and distinct explanation of 
phenomena, such as the introduction of sin, sickness, misery and death 
into the world, which, without the Scriptural solution, are problems 
which Infidelity can never unravel or reconcile with the idea of a God 
who governs in accordance with the laws of justice and mercy-regard
ing, I say, all these things, and the want of man's naturE>, which seeks 
for and feels after that light beyond the grave furnished in the Gospel, 
and then, above all, the glorious example of Christ, so pure, lovely, and 
gentle, startling the world by a blaze of celestial glory, when the mid
night darkness of corruption was blackest, and calling men to the path 
of the Gospel, by the most wonderful attestations of divine power, in 
working miracles, and· blessing the poor and the outca,t with the sweet 
mercies of Heaven, and presenting to sinful men the wondrous plan of 
redemption through the blood of the cross, fulfillmg the plainest pre
dictions in the circumstances of His own life and sufferings, death and 
resurrection, and Himself predicting events which were literally accom
plished, not only in the terre.stial fulfilment of His mediatorial work, but 
after His ascension in Heaven,-regarding all these things, and the con
sistent testimony of Evangelists, disciples and apostles, who sacrificed all 
for Christ and the Gospel, and lived and died in the defence and in the 
faith of it, and gave the best practical testimony, in the holiness of their 
lives, that they were the messengers of God and of Christ, I cannot con
ceive of any amount of rational doubt, but must yield before the pressure 
of this flood of testimony. 

· "We love this Bible. We can conceive no severer calamity to the 
race than to be deprived of its pure morality, and we know of no blacker 
gloom, even in imagination, than that which pours its shadow over the 
soul, when the weary spirit is breaking through the dissolving walls of 
its e11rthly house, unsolaced by the light of life! No Bible! Oh ! 
horrid deprivation I No Bible! Then is the world one grand enigma 
-a tangled tissue of contradictions, unanswered and irreconcilable. I 
see the flowers springing from the warm bosom of the ear_th, and lifting 
their meek eyes towards ~eaven, and I _say, surely there 1s _a Go?, ~nd 
this fragrance is earth's !Dcense of praise. I hear the birds srngrng 
among the branches, happy and free, rejoicing in the. pure air and su~
light of the bright Heu.ven, and I say, surely there 1s a God, and this 

• From a discussion on the Bible at Philadelphia, 
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music is nature's anthem of thanksgiving. I look out upon the furrowed 
field, and the springing corn smiles its blessings upon the God who Rends 
the soft showers in their season. . .I see the joy of the harvest, and the 
golden sheaves praise Him, and the fruitful trees pr"'ise Him, and in full 
concert, all His works declare that He is good. But I hear a cry ot 
anguish-it is the moaning of an infant gasping in its mother's arm. I 
see it, pale and quivering in its agony ; I hear the wail of sorrow, which 
woman alone can utter as she bows to weep over the dead whom she has 
borne. This world, what is it? A wilderness of 'gra,•e'! ! A mighty 
charnel house ! from which groans of pain and• sorrow are for ever ris
ing to the heavens ; and I ask, ' Is this world governed by one God who 
is good, and by another who is evil ? And is it so; that the evil is 
mightier than the good? Wretched man, that I am I How shall I oppose 
the wrath of the malignant being who wars thus constantly against 
human happiness, and finally so prevails that men die ? and dying shall 
they ever live again ? What answer shall I give ? Shall they live again'? 
And if they do, will that life be a blessing or a curse ? What can I say? 
There is no Bible ! and every grave confounds me-the joys of life per
plex me, its sorrows depress me-I am afraid to live, I dare not die! 
Oh ! what ca.n I do without the Bible? What can I know without it; 
that shall still the eager q aestioning of the restless, deathless spirit tbat 
is beating, like a caged bird, against the earthen walls, struggling after 
the purer, wider range of its immortal sphere ? I know nothing except 
that I am a child of sorrow, and an heir of ~eath. I can do nothing but 
regret my existence and submit to my fate. So sa.yi! the Infidel ; not so 
the Christian. This world is no enigma to him. He cannot explain 
every detail, bat he c~n see a glorious harmony between the operation~ 
of Providence and the tesdmony of the Bible. He knows that God ~Ii 
good. He knows that God is holy, that moral law has its penalty for 
transgressions, as surely as natural Jaws have theirs ; and, therefore, he 
knows there will be sorrow where there is Rin, but then, He learns this is 
not remediless. Christ bas repaired the ruin, and provided Lhe remed,y; 
It is faith in Him, as the Author of a new life, that is mightier than the 
power of death. It is faith which binds the soul to Christ, and raises it 
through all these scenes of sorrow to the joys of the hea,. enly inheritanc!3: 
Let us chtrish this Bible! Let us read its words, pure as silver refined. 
Its precepts are apples of gold. In keeping its commands there is 
infinite reward. Let America keep the Bible, and_ the Bible w~ll keep 
America; it will be the salt of divine truth, that shall rectify the 
tendencies to moral corruption, whether in the family, in society, or in 
civil government. It shall save the land from Infidel licentiousness and 
misrule. Remember that God no sooner caused any part of His will or 
word to be writtt:n; than He also commanded the same to be read, ·not 
only in the family, but also in the congregation,' that they might hear, 
and that they might learn, and fear the Lord their (}od, and obserV'e to 
do all the words of His law.' Defend, protec:t'a.nd J.ove the Bible, arid 
the God of the Bible will canse His presence to be your glory, and upon 
that glory shall be the defeoce of His own alrp.ighty arm I God grant 
to you all the blessings promised · i,n His Word to them that love His 
truth, and ever save our country from the bla3Ung mildew of Infidel 
folly and falsehood. · · · 

" My opponent may deride the faith of Christians· as sheer sub-
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mission to the frauds of a Protestant priesthood, but so long as ministers 
of the Goepel enjoiri lipon men the duty of searching the Scripture~, we 
can let thi'! assertion pass, with others, alike unfounded, and leave our 
faith and character to the ordeal of that day when the fire shall try every 
man·s work, what it is; and the ways of the Word of God shall be 
finally and for ever vindicated.-Dr. Berg. 

A REMINISCENCE OF CHADWELL STREET FORTY YEARS AGO. 

A YOUNG person left her home (which was at Cumming Street, Pentonville) 
early one Lord's-day moruitig to visit a dear friend who was at the time an 
in-patient at St. Bartholomew's Hospital. Although tolerably well acquainted 
with those parts (having been born in Bloomsbury), and although a member 
of a strict Baptist Church in Surrey, yet she was entirely ignorant of the 
locale of churches or chapels of our faith and order in London ; and had 
anyone asked where she was intending to worship, now that she had returned 
to the mefropolis, her• repl>7 would have been "That she did not know," 

"No thought can fly, nor ~hing can move, 
Unknown to Him that·sits above."-Beddome. 

for in the kind Providence and wise purpose of heaven this was settled and 
arranged for her ; and the time had now come for it to be manifested. 

Returning from Smithfield,* her way lay along St. John's Street Road, and 
turnin'g from thence into Chadwell Street, she was going through Middleton 
Square, and so home to breakfast. It was then about 10.30 of the clock, and 
'Vhile passing _the open doors of Chadwell Street Chapel the strains of a, 
familiar tune ·arrested her steps, 

Job could._sa'y, "I have esteemed _the words of His mouth more than my 
necessary food.". This is not often the case with us, but );>lessed be God there 
are times when it is so.· 'It was so that morning, for, after listening for a few 
seconds; the attractions, without were too great, and the inward promptings. 
too pressing; home was forgotten in a newly-found joy, and, entering the 
sanctuary, she found herself at the morning prayer meeting. 

'l'he usual service followed, to which she stayed, and 11uch a b1essing was 
r'eali~ed thelicefort)l under the ministry of the late belovtid pastor, John 
H~ielton, that she. was constrained. to say," This people shall be my people, 
and their God my God·." She- was received by the Church, and spent several 
years in hanp-y fellowshiJ;> ... Her soul _grew in grace, and in the knowledge of 
o_ur Lord and _Saviour· Jesus Christ. Friendships were formed, help in 
spiritual things afforded, direction given, and the way made plain. It was 
te!llporally the tui-ni?Zg J!Oint of her life. From th~nc~ dated_ her acquain~nce 
with, and happy umon Iii the Lord to, her partner- ID hfe, which has contmued 
nearly 38 years._ . , . , · 

The dear friend Who was visited that memorable· morning was discharged 
from the hospital as incurable ; but, through the signal mercy of God, was 
subsequently restored to h-ealth. She is still living, and is known to our 
Brother ~arsh, while, th~ other friend is known to RuFus. 

SOM.E HISTORIC BA-PTIST CHURCHES. 

iII.-WEsT LONDON (conti1mecl). 

I FIND th1it' with good and sufficient reason, I must linger a little longer 
about the n~ighbourhood of Little ~ii? St~ee_t Cha_Pe!, which ~as for the last 
thirty years been used. ~y the St. Giles Chnstlan M1ss10n. It 1s now doomed 
to be taken down,. for ~he ne,v avenue from Holbom to the Strand. Thus 

* St. Bartholomew's Hospital. is situated in Smithfield. 
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pass away, by the same necessity, two historic West London Baptist chll.pele 
-T\ingsgate (at first Eagle) Street and Little Wild Street .. 

There is an old map, of the time of Queen Elizabeth, which shows the 
estate and mansion of the Weld, or Wild, family (The thoroughfare and 
neighbourhood has long been" wild," in a disreputable sense). The open 
field shown on this map was crossed by a path, which, in course of time, came 
to be Great Wild Street, out of which Little Wild Street runs, in the direction 
of Lincoln's Inn. The field, or pasture land, of Queen Elizabeth's days 
became the property of the Wilds, and here was erected the mansion which 
served as the residence of several foreign Ambassadors, with an embassy 
chapel. On the garden of the Wild's house the Portuguese Chapel was 
erected, the year before the " Great Fire.'' About 1699 this building was 
not in use, when the Baptist Church, of which Mr. Piggott was pastor, being 
in search of a home (seep. 249 last month), acquired the lease, and afterwards 
the freehold; and here this church continued to worship until 1788, when the 
old embassy chapel became dangerous, and the present large chapel was 
erected ; and although, for the reason above stated, it is now doomed, still 
the building is in excellent preservation ; the earthly remains of some whos.e 
li\•es proved fruitful for lasting good are sealed up in the vaults below. The 
residents in this neighbourhood were at one time folk of high social status, and 
the Baptist Church, a rich and flourishing community, especially under the 
pastorates of Dr. Joseph Stenuett, and his son Dr. Samuel Stennett, both of 
them men of commanding influence. Then as to some of the members of the 
church~ Allen Evans was a member there for fifty years ; in 1754 he was 
elected Sheriff of London [ at the time of the iniquitous Corporation Act
from the fines in connection with which the present City Mansion House was 
built]. He, of course, refused to serve the office, as that meant taking the 
Sacrament in the Church of England. He also declined to pay the fine of 
£600 which was the penalty imposed on him for hie refusal, and after ten 
years' litig-ation, gained the ,•ictory, not for himself alone, but for all Non
conformists and for all time. Another member was Joseph Hughes, who, 
with Charles of Bala, founded the British and Foreign Bible Society. Then 
there was John Thomae, who was received into the church in 1785 ; he became 
a colleague of William Carey's, after service in India as a surgeon ; and per
haps there is no record in the history of missions more pathetic than the 
meeting of these two men, when they fell upon each other's neck and wept. 
And, not to multiply instances, there was also the never to be forgotten 
Prisons Reformer, John Howard, an intimate personal friend of Dr. Samuel 
Stennett'e. 

I would advise readers who are interested to approach this historic build
ing by way of Drury Lane, and pay a last visit and give it a kind of 
respectful farewell inspection ere it is pulled down. 

Next month (D.V.) I propose to take our readers to John Street, Bedford 
Square, and possibly" Soho." SAMUEL BANKS. 

The Harbinger, Southwood Road, New Eltha.m, September, 1902. 

THE PULPIT, 'II:IE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

" Gathered Fragments." Oxford: J. C. 
Pembrey, 164, Walton Street, Price 
Three Shillings, post free. A " Me
morial" of the late Thomas Stanley 
Wakeley, for twenty- eight years 
pastor of the Strict Baptist Church 
at Rainham, Kent. 

DrvINE sovereign distinguishing grace 
.. as very manifest in calling Mr. 

Wakeley out of the world a.t a time 
when it was presenting its attractions 
to him in their most alluring form. A 
remarkable thing in connection with 
God's work was that two younger bro
thers were wrought upon, and brought 
out of the world, at about the same 
time. · Well may Mr. R. M. Wakeley, 
one of these favoured brothers, and the 
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edUor of the " Memorial," write: " To 
'see three brothers, who formerly ha.d 
been so deeply plunged in the world, 
thus suddenly stopped, their da.ily life 
cha.nged, and attending religious meet
ings, caused quite a. stir in the place. 
The " Memorial'' is not a connected 
biography. A short sketch of his early 
life a.nd ca.ll by gra.ce are given, but 
very few outward events a.re narrated, 
the aim being to present his spiritual 
portrait in the exercises of his mind, 

· and in his dealings with God. His 
diary and letters are the principal 
sources from which the matter is 
drawn. His exercises, both in relation 
to his own soul and the ministry, were 
very deep a.nd constant. And we 
scarcely see how a.ny Spirit-ta.ught 
person ca.n read the account of them 
without deriving profit therefrom. The 
letters appear to us of grea.t va.lue, ex
pressing spiritual thoughts and exer
cises of no mea.n order. A few short 
notes of sermons preached show the 
qua.lities of his ministerial work. In 
1865, Mr. Wakeley, in conjunction 
with his brother, commenced religious 
services in a room at Ra.inham. In 
1870, a.fter much sharp exercise of soul, 
he began to prea.ch to the people who 
gathered. In 1884, the place ha.ving 
become too strait for the congregation, 
a nea.t chapel was erected, where he 
.continued· his labours a.s long as his 
Lord gave him strength to speak. He 
preached twice on Lord's-day, April 
2nd, and administered the ordina.nce
it being a specially solemn occasion. 
Though once more present at the 
chapel, he was too wea.k to take any 
part in the service, a.nd on Saturday. 
May 27th, his ransomed spirit wa.s re
leased. In this day of cheap religion, 
and shallow experience, it is refreshing 
to meet with an account of one who 
knew whence both his religion and his 
commission to prea.ch the Gospel came 
from. The many friends of the de
ceased will welcome this volume, and 
we heartily commend it to our readers. 
A brief memoir of Mrs. Wakeley, who 
only survived her husband a.bout seven 
months, is appended. Portraits of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wakeley are given, also views 
of the exterior and interior of Provi-

dance Chapel, Ra.inham. The get up 
of the book is good and neat. 
"Sovereign, G1-ace o'er Sin Abound-

ing." By Alfred Dye, Second edition, 
with portrait of the author. London: 
E. Wilmshurst, 23, Warwick Lane, 
E.C., and Blackheath, S.E. W. 
Wileman, 55, Imperial Buildings, 
Ludga.te Circus, E.C. Croydon: 
Fa.rncombe & Son, 76, Southbridge 
Roa.d. 

Tms is an autobiogra.phy. Mr. Dye is 
a. minister of the Gospel, exercising his 
office for the last fifteen years at Pro
vidence Chapel, Bell End, Rowley 
Regis, Dudley. In sixteen short chap
ters the author tra.ces the main events 
of his life from bis nativity to bis 
settlement a.t Rowlev Regis. In the 
"Memorial" noticed above, we were 
struck with the fact that Mr. Wakeley 
was blessed with a godly mother-some 
of her letters to her son are given, 
which a.re models of what a. mother's 
letters should be. We find, too, that 
Mr. Dye was blessed with a godly 
mother. How greatly indebted to God 
are many of the Lord's people, ourself 
among them, for godly mothers. But 
godly parents cannot transmit grace, 
and so Mr. Dye found, and he describes 
the way in which the Lord dealt with 
him in bringing him to His gracious 
feet. This is quite a different class of 
book to the one noticed above. Mr. 
Dye passed through many ups and 
downs, and possesses the gift of describ
ing these events as well a.s bis own ex
ercises therewith, a.nd comments 
thereupon. No doubt a.11 our experiences 
are coloured more or less by our own 
special temperament and constitution 
of mind. This gives great variety and 
individuality to the experiences of dif
ferE>nt persons. Mr. Dye's individuality 
is clearly impressed on these pages. 
He is himself and nobody else. The 
book is alive, and will repa.y pemsal. 
It is ever a. good exercise to study the 
workings of the gracious Spirit on the 
hearts of His people, and especially so 
when He is making and using His ser
vants in His kingdom. That this is 
the second edition shows that the book 
oomma.nds attention. Our readers may 
do worse than purchase it and read it-

GRACE is glory in the bud, and glory is grace at the full. Grace 
maketh a man glorious within and without. Grace is a ring of gold, 
and CHRIST is the sparkling diamond in that ring."-Thos. Brooks. 

" AsK a soul that has been under te1Tors of comcience, and he will 
tell you that, of all gifts, inward peace is the most princely gift."
Thos. Brooks. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

TOLLINGTON PARK (ZOAR).-The 
25th anniversary of the Church was 
held on Sunday, September 7th. Two 
sermons were preached by Mr. J ohneton, 
and on the following Tuesday by Mr. 
Cornwell, of Brixton, from Psa. xvi. 11, 
"Thou wilt sbew me the path of life." 
A good company of friends assembled, 
tea was partaken of, and the evening 
meeting was presided over by Mr. 
Rundell, who read 2 Tim. iii., and 
made some sound and weighty remarks 
tberefrom, after wbioh a brief account 
of the Lord's dealings with the little 
Church during the past year was given. 
Three were added to the Church. but 
the Lord visited us, by taking to Him
self brother Henry Thorn, but we 
sorrow not as those without hope: our 
loss is bis gain. Unlty and peace dwell 
among ns, and we have the Gospel 
preached from week to week by His 
ssrvants. Addresses were iriven by 
brother Cornwell from "I will lift up 
mine eyes unto the hills, whence cometh 
my help;" brother Baldwin from 2 
Cor. xiii. 11 ; brother Burbridge from 
"Although my house be not eo with 
God," &o.; and brother Sa.ndell from 
"I know My sheep," &o. The Doxology 
and Benediction brought a season long 
to be remembered to a close, and the 
collections were encouraging. - H. 
MITS0N. 

BRIGHTON (SALEM, B0ND·ST&EET). 
-The members and friends of this old 
and honoured Cause oelebra.ted the 
116th anniversa.ry of the formation of 
the Church on Tnesda.y, September 16th, 
and in so doing remember with deep 
gra.titnde the goodness a.nd faithfulness 
of a. oovena.nt God, ina.smuoh that not 
only ha.s He preserved the Cause so 
long, but that He has so blessed it from 
time to time, 11nd tha.t now under the 
pa.stora.l ea.re of Mr. F. Shaw, He ha.s 
endued it with renewed youth, spiritual 
life, energy, health and pea.oe · being 
very perceptible even to those who, 
while not members of the Church or 
congrega.tion, but being lovers of the 
truth, often drop in to rejoice with 
them, and at no time bas this been 
more exemplified tha.n on this oooa.sionJ 
when so large a number ga.therea 
together to hea.r the discourses of our 
good friends and brethren, pastors E. 
Mitchell and 0. S. Dolbey. The com
ments and hea.rty feeling evinced by 
the friends as they assembled· at the 
tea-tables amply testified to the enjoy
ment of the feast prepared for them by 
pa.stor E. Mitchell from the words found 
in Col. i. 19, this being in no wise 
diminished in tbe evening, when an 
even . larger congregation was to be 
found intelligently and with keen 

appreciation following pastor 0. S. 
Dolbey,. ae he in a masterly manne:r 
dealt with the text found in Song or 
Solomon (i. 6). It has been ea.id that 
one's pocket oa.n be reached through 
one's heart, and, if collections would 
prove this, then there is no doubt our 
dea.~ friends, the pastors, touched the 
hearts of their and ienoes, strengthened 
and encouraged thereby the worship
pers at Salem go on their way humbl.Y 
yet gratefully oa.lling on a.II that 1s 
within them to "bless His holy Na.me" 
for His mercies past and present, and 
realising more and more that "Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, to-:la.y, 
and for ever."-D, R, S. · 

CRANSFORD.-On Sunday, August 
17th, the writer was privileged to visit 
this little Ca.use of truth and listen to 
our aged brother, pastor J. Grimwood, 
In the morning he· sought to. exalt a. 
precious Redeemer as he spoke from 
Isa.. liii. o, basing: his remarks on th·e 
sufferings of Christ for His redeemed 
people, In the afternoon he was a.gain 
helped to speak from the words found 
in Matt. xiii."28, 29, basing his remarks 
chiefly on "The seed, the enemy, and 
the last grea.t harvest," asking the all
important question, Are we amongst the 
wheat? The prayer-meeting held in 
the evening was much enjoyed1 but we 
were sorry to see eo few a.ttena. Con
gregations, both morning and after
noon, have ·greatly increased, a.nd the 
school, under the superintendence· of 
M.r. G. Ca.pon, is encouraging, M1$y the 
Lord add unto this His little hill of 
Zion such as shall be saved, a,nd abun
dantly bless the ~estimony of His aged 
servant.-E. E. B. (London), · , 

HECKINGTON.-On Tuesday, Ang. 
19th, in delightful weather, the scholars 
and teachers belonging to the Partionla.r 
Baptist Sunday-school, Heokington, had 
their annual treat, which took place at 
Mr. and . Mrs, Cartwright's residence, 
Great Hale. At three o'clock a short 
service was held on the lawn in front of 
the house, when several hymns ·were 
sung, and a most interesting address 
was delivered by Mr. Clayton( who 
based his rema.rks upon Ma.tt. v, 12, 
After the service a splendid tea. was 
partaken of and heartily enjoyed by all 
present, Tea over, various games and 
sports were freely indulged in in the 
field adjoining the house. At eight 
o'clock the scholars a.gain assembled in 
the house, and after a little refreshment 
a few words of encouragement and 
advice were given, The Doxologr. was 
then sunir, a.net a.fterw1uds the children 
were dismissed, upon which they 
gathered in front of the.house an~ gave 
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hea.rty oheere to Mr. a.nd Mrs. Ca.rt
wright for their kindness in entertain
ing them, a.leo to Mr. Ola.yton for hie 
exoellent a.ddreee. Severa.I friends in 
oonneotion with the Ca.nee a.t Heoking
ton were present, a.nd ea.oh testified to 
the plea.sure a.nil profit they ba.d re
oeiv!!d, Afterwa.rds the pa.rty eepa.ra.ted, 
feeling well ea.tiefied with their after
noon's outing.-LocaZ Paper. 

RAUNDS. - Harvest tha.nkegiving 
services were held on Monda.y, Sept. 15. 
Pastor E. Marsh prea.cbed to good 
oongregatione both afternoon and 
evening. The prea.cher rema.rked that 
our assembly was rather 11, congregation 
ga.thered to bless God for the abundant 
crops, and plea.d with Him for euita.ble 
wea.ther to ga.ther it in, tha.n, genera.Uy 
a.t such services, to pra.iee Him for the 
ha.rveet home. We were solemnly re
minded a.t both services tha.t our Lord 
by scenes na.tional, socia.l, a.nd political, 
wa.s loudly spea.king to our long
fa.voured la.nd, a.nd on every side we 
were reminded of His sovereign cla.ims 
on the sons of men as well as His long 
forbea.rance a.nd tender mercy. We felt 
throughout these services there wa.s a. 
solemn wa.iting on God a.nd a recogni
tion of His demands on our praise for 
His great goodness. 'fhere was a goodly 
number gathered to tea between the 
services, and friends from other 
Churches in the neighbourhood joined 
and ·cheered us with their presence and 
help, Mr. Pulford ably presided at the 
organ, and the singing was very hearty, 
led tiy the choir, who also sang a beauti
ful anthem during the evening. The 
Church is united and peaceful, earnestly 
waiting on the Lord for an under
shepherd to take the oversight of the 
flock.· For many years the truth of God 
bas here been contended for in the 
midst of much opposing error. A band 
of earnest workers labonr together in 
the Sabbath-school, and "having ob
ta.ined help of the Lord, we tha.nk God 
and take courage." 

AYLESBURY.-The Church is with
out a pastor, our brother Witton having 
accepted the call of the Church at 
Dover, and the outlook is by no means 
so bright as could be desired; but there 
w11,s an evident warmth and unity 
among the friends as we united with 
them on Tuesday, September 16th, to 
celebrate the anniversary services, 
preaching a.fterncon and evening. The 
schoolroom was well filled to tea, many 
from neighbouring Churches meeting 
to cheer the hearts of the people. Our 
aged brother Chapman and a band of 
hea.rty workers did all in their power 
to make all welcome. The Spirit of the 
Lord was in our midst a.nd the apprecia
tion of the Word preached wa.s very 
encouraging. The chapel is a noble 

edifice, and we can but pra.y that the 
eternal truths of the everlasting Gospel 
may here be e:i.vingly owned and blessed 
of God to the ingathering and building 
up of His redeemed and the dethrone
ment of all that opposes the " faith 
once delivered unto t,he sainte." As one 
after another of the servant~ of the 
Lord are being called home, may He 
send forth many more labourers and ere 
long give the flock at Aylesbury a faith
ful pastor, prays E. MARSH. 

SOUTH LOPHAM.-The third Sun
day in August was a very happy day at 
the South Lopbam Mission Chapel. 
This little chapel was opened by pastor 
F. H. Gorham three years ago, when he 
settled at Kenninghall, anti God bas 
blessed His own Word there far beyond 
expectation. The "corn of wheat" has 
grown, and has brought forth "much 
fruit." Pastor Gorham bas been assisted 
by some willing helpers, and three ser
vices have been conducted every Sunday 
for the past two years. At the outset a 
new harmonium was purchased, and 
since then the chapel bas been re-seated 
and a new floor put in.. Seats have been 
taken, and about half the cost of renova
tion (£36) has already been paid. A 
desire was first expressed by the newly• 
gathered ones to form a distinct Church 
-some being already members of a 
Ba.ptized Church,-but the wise counsel 
of friends, and, we trust, the leanings 
of Providence, ba.v J suggested a better 
course. It was with some considerable 
amount of trepidation that pastor 
Gorham one day suggested that the 
little ba.nd of believers should join the 
Kenningball Strict Baptist ChurJb. 
They could still worship in their own 
chapel, and the pastor of Kenninghall 
would come over once a month on 
Sunday to administer the ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper. This was readily 
accepted, and on the first Sunday in 
August two members were added to 
the KenninghallChurch roll. The third 
Sunday in August witnessed the first 
administration of the Lord s Supper at 
South Lapham after many years. The 
pastor preached to a lfOOd congregation, 
and after the service eight persons 
obeyed the command, "This do in 
remembrance of Me."-W. H. BERRY, 

ALDRINGHAM.- Harvest thanks
giving services were held on Thursday, 
September 18th, in beautiful weather. 
In the afternoon a fairly good congre
gation assembled in this old sanctuary 
to worship God, and to thank Him for 
another harvest safely gathered in, and 
also to hear pastor H. T. Chilvers tell the 
"Old, old story, of Jesus and His Jove." 
The presence of God was realised at the 
very commencement of the service. 
Mr. Chilvers was greatly helped, and 
preached a grand sermon from 2 Chron 
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xx, 22 : " And when they began to sing 
and to praise, the Lord set ambnsh
ments against the children of Ammon." 
The preacher, in an interestinl3' manner, 
described J ehoshaphat's position, his 
prayer, and the seeming strange advice 
that was given to him concerning the 
pending ba.ttle. He pictured the army 
led by the singers, and coming to the 
text spoke of :-(1) The subject of the 
song. (2) The song was preceded by 
prayer. (3) The song was sun$'. in a 
time of trouble. (a) Singing will lift 
out of trouble; (b) sighing or grumbling 
will not. (4) The song was evidently 
pleasing to God, for when they sang He 
turned the tide of the battle. It was a 
time of refreshing, and we had to say, 
"Master, it is good to be here." Tea 
was provided at 5 o'clook, after whioh 
a good congregation assembled for 
worship, when Mr. Chilvers again 
exalted Christ while preaching from 
Luke xv. 17, " Enough and to spare." 
After a very interesting introduction 
he spoke of :-(1) The superabundance 
of the grace of God, of love, blood, and 
grace itself, manifested with abundance 
of power and might. (2) The fact of 
the provision confirmed by the pro
mises, and (3) Experienced by believers. 
(4) All poor and needy sii.ners welcome 
to partake of this provision wha.tever 
may be their sta.te. (5) The wa.y to the 
provision is all clea.r. We a.re hoping 
and pra.ying that God will bless these 
ea.rnest messa.ges to the good of ma.ny 
who listened, and tha.t we shall see 
resnlts of these services in the future. 
Collections were good, and severs.I 
friends from other denominations were 
present to cheer us. "Not unto u~, 0 
L'.ird, but unto Thy name be all the 
glory." 

ST. ALBANS (BETHEL).-The first 
anniversa.ry in connection with the 
pa.stora.te of Mr. C. D. Jeffs of the 
above Ch.urch was held on Wednesda.y, 
September 17th. A sermon was preached 
to a. good conl!'regation by pastor G. W. 
Thoma.s, of Wa.tford, at 3 p.m. The 
prea.cher took for his text the words 
found in Is~. xiv. 13, which was highly 
instructive, and listened to with rapt 
attention. The evening meeting com
menced at 6 p.m., and a very gratifying 
number wero, gathered together. Mr. 
C. Goodson, of Watford, presided, and 
asked God's blessing upon the meeting, 
Hymn 793 (Denham's Selection) was 
then sung, and our pa.stor read Pda. 
cx:x:vi. Ot1r brother Winter then asked 
for the Divine presence and blessing 
upon both speaker9 and hearers, and we 
wno were present could positively affirm 
that prayer was answered. The chair
ma.n, in a few opening remarks, 
mentioned the pleasure it gave him to 
be with us. He stated he had known 
the Church for many yea.re, and ha.d 

known our pastor also, and his prayer 
was that it might be 11, union bleased 
of God. Brethren Staddon, Sooones, 
Fincher and Thoma.s then spoke of the 
graces of the Spirit, viz. :-Love, Joy, 
Peace and Faith (Gal. v. 22) ; and as 
the apeakers through the different sub
jects extolled 11, precious Christ, the 
Master's presence was very real to many 
present. We could truly use the words, 
"The Lord is in this place." Brother 
Stimpson then gave an encouraging 
address, basing his remarks on the 
words-" Go forward." The pastor, in 
a few closing rema.rks, ea.id huw thank
ful he was to God for His mercies 
through the past year, and also grateful 
to the friends who ha.d gathered to
gether that day to show their love and 
sympathy with h{m in the Master's 
service. During the interval of service 
tea was provided in the school-room, to 
which about eighty friends sat down. 
The collections for the day amounted to 
a little over £5, which were handed to 
the pastor. Our hearty thanks are due 
to the ma.ny friends from the neigh
bouring Churches who gla.ddened our 
hearts with their presenoe.-ONE WHO 
WAS THERE. 

BROMLEY (COLLEGE SLIP).-The 
9th anniversary of the forma.tion of the 
Church, and eleventh of the establish
ing of the Canse, were commemorated 
on Wednesday, Sept. 10th. Mr. E. 
Mitchell preaohed in the afternoon from 
Rev. i. (latter ola.u9e of 5, and whole of 
6th verses), dividing his subject into 
two heads :-let. Celebrating the love 
of Christ. Our dear brother in his 
loving manner, qua.lifying the love of 
Christ in its various aspects and remind
ing ne of our unworthiness, and that 
insnffloienoy of knowing Christ's love 
is general, but does He love me ; also 
illustrating the difference between 
earthly kings and priests, and God-ma.de 
kings and priests. 2nd. Touching upon 
the ascription of power, glory, and 
dominion of Christ. Between 40 and 50 
sa.t down to tea, provided as usual by 
the ladies. A public meeting was held 
in the evening- at 6.15, commenced by 
sing-ing, " A wake, and sing the song." 
Brother Hollett, of Daore-park, most 
ably presided in the absence of F. J. 
Catchpole, Esq., of New Cross, who was 
unavoida.bly absent (but he sent a good 
apology, a loving liberal gift). After 
the chairman read Pea.. oxxiii., brother 
Forema.n earnestly implored the Divine 
blessings, the report for the pa.st year 
was rea.d by the seoreta.ry. The ohair
ma.n gave an address on the need of 
prayer, giving one or two instances of 
the results produced, Brother Debnam 
spoke from the text," Ye are,"' quoting 
various portions from the Word which 
sta.tes wha.t we are by God's spa.ring 
mercy. Brother Da.dswell based his 
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remarks from the words iii Psa. xoii. 
101, "What I shall be," As the lamp 
oannot born without the oil so oannot 
the Ohristian thrivupiritualiy without 
the anointing oil of the Holy Spirit, 
that the Psalmist BJ>!!aks so oonfidently 
about. Brother White spoke from 
Ephes. iv. 3, dwelling earnestly on the 
need of dwelling in unity and peace, in 
order the Ohoroh may grow and thrive 
under tbo power of the Spirit. Brother 
Voysey based his remarks from Pn. 
:xoii., dwelling very earnestly on the 
oedar of Lebanon, and the palm tree1 
urging the members to be at peace ana 
thus grow like the cedar and floorish 
as the palm. After sina'ing the 
Doxology, and the ohairman pro• 
noonoing the Benediction, the friends 
dis_Persed after spending one of the 
enJoyable days in the Oburcb's history. 
Subsoriptions and result of tea, after 
paying all expenses. left a balance of 
£8 lls. 9d. To God be all the glory.
W. LOCKWOOD, 

AOTON TABERNAOLE. 
A HARVEST thanksgiving was held on 
Tuesday, Sept, 16th. Mr. G. W.Thomae, 
of Watford, preached in the afternoon 
from Lev. xxiii. 10, 11. The wave sheaf, 
he said, was an acknowledgment of 
God's meroies and of our dependence 
upon Him ; but, it was, too, typical of 
the resurrection of Obrist, the first
fruits of them that sleep, and, as being 
represented and aooe~ted in Him, of 
them that are Obrist s at His ooming. 
At the present time the speaker said, 
he felt that a day of humiliation, rather 
than of thanksgiving, should be held. 
God is against us : He has spoken to us 
as a nation, and we have not heard His 
voioe. He has warned by war. Now He 
has sent His rain and has withheld His 
sunshine, and many of our fellow
oountrymen are ruined by the loss of 
their crops, We have robbed God. His 
day is deseorated, and few are found in 
His house. The hand of God is upon us, 
and it behoved Ohristians to listen to 
His voice. 

A good number of friends sat down 
to tea, and there was a very enoouraging 
gathering at the publio meeting in the 
evening, when H. Adams, Esq., of High
bury, presided. The opening hymn 948 
(Denham's) having_ been sung, Paa. Ixv. 
was read and Mr. James Wright 
(deaoon), prayed. 

After a brief, appropriate speeoh, the 
ohai:rman oalled upon Mr. W. E. 
Palmer, as first speaker, and he 
delivered an interesting, thoughtful, 
and profitable address, the leading 
thoughts of which were "thanks" and 
0 rest." 

Mr. G. W. Thomas next spoke on 
Matt. xiii. 24. The work of God, he 
:remarked, is oarried on by sowing 
'good seed." God's seed, His Word. In 

nature, so, too, in grace, there are 
degrees of growth, and he especially 
emphasised the duty of watching fo'r 
the tender " blade," the caring for and 
folding of the Lambs, 

Mr. H. Ackland, followed, taking for 
his subject, Gen. viii. 22. God gave Hie 
promise under very eolemn circum
stances, and thie evening's meeting, he 
eaid, was a record of His abiding faith
fulness. The promise, he added, is a 
great encouragement to every Christian 
labourer there shall be a harvest. 
Divine faithfulness is stamped upon our 
experience. 

Mr. H. Fowler read Deut. ii. 7, in 
connection with Luke xxii. 35, and 
dwelt briefly on the faithfulness of God 
in supplying all theneeds of His people 
as witneesed in both Old and New 
Testaments. 

The paetor (Mr. W. Archer), heartily 
thanked the chairman and speakers for 
their kindnese in coming, and for their 
excellent addreseee. The Doxology and 
Benediction closed what all felt to be a 
good meeting. S. G. E. 

IPSWICH (BETHESD.1.).-At a very 
interesting meeting, held in the above 
place of worehip, on Wednesday even
ing, Sept. 17th, in continuation of the 
harvest thanksgiving services, advan
tage wae ta.ken of the opportunity to 
present Mr. W. Kern with a testimonial 
in commemoration of his having 
ocoupied the pastorate for twenty-five 
years. Before the presentation took 
place, Mr. E. S, Garrard, in giving some 
mteresting bets connected with Mr. 
Kern's paetorate, said that during the 
last twenty-five years 141 members had 
died, in addition to a great many of the 
congregation, Thie number included 
eeven deacons, viz. :-Mr. Lambert, Mr. 
Moes, Mr. Farrow, Mr. Oliver, Mr. 
Gooding, Mr. Churchyard, and Mr. 
Sage, the last dying in 1901, The 
present membership was 235, and of this 
number 207 had been received into the 
church by Mr. Kern; 28 of the present 
number were members when Mr. Kern 
oameto Ipswich. Considerableimprove
ments had been effected in the chapel 
during the quarter of a century, in
cluding the erection of a platform, the 
paving of the aisles with wooden blocke, 
additional windows had been put in, 
reoently new benches had been inserted, 
and a piece of ground at the rear of the 
chapel had been purchased for the 
ereotion of a schoolroom. Mr. Garrard 
afterwards presented the teetimonial to 
the pastor. It took the form of a clock, 
on which was a brass plate bearing an 
inecription intimating the object of the 
members and friends of the congrega
tion in making the gift. Mr. Kern, 
in acknowledgment, expressed his 
appreciation of the kindness of his 
friende in having thus marked in so 
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acceptable a manner his long connec
tion with the Cause. It was stated 
during the evening that Mr. Kern was 
now, consequent upon the retirement of 
the Rev. T. M. Morris, the only Non
conformist. Mini,ter in Ipswich who 
had occupied the same pulpit for a 
quarter o[ a century. Addresses were 
delivered in the course of the evening 
by Mr. Easter (Wattisham); Mr. 
Ranson (Somersham); Mr. Stocker 
(Stowmarket); and Mr. Ling ([pewich). 
The pastor presided. 

WATFORD TABERN ACLE-Pa.stor 
G. W. Thomas, and his Tabernacle host 
of _youn_g Christian hearts, evidently 
delight m the sanctuary services with
out the prov.iso '' weather permitting" 
which does not seem the case at so~e 
anniversary j!'&.therings, for on Wed
nesday, Sept. 10th, mid drenching rain 
a:nd stormy weather, a g-ood congreg-a• 
t10n assemble1 both afternoon and 
evening to hold a.nniversa.ry services. 
The scene reminded us of the a.da.ge " a. 
field which the Lord hath blessed," 'a.nd 
such appeared the feeling of the 
preacher for the afternoon and evening, 
p11,s_tor E. Marsh (Stratford), as he pro
claimed the savoury truths of the ever
las~ing G~spel of the gra.ce of God. 
This bea.ut1ful building with its adjoin
ing school buildings, lecture hall class
:ooms, &c., is the scene of living ~ervice 
m the cause of Christ, a hive of active 
souls alive with interest for the welfare 
?f thos~ around. Young people en!!'ag-ed 
m busmess during the day here find a 
warm we)come in the ever open lecture 
hall at mght, where healthy entertain
ment and spiritual instruction are 
provided to allure from the unwhole
some attractions so ensnaring in the 
world. Thus cared for, these young 
people came to the anniversary gather
;ngs as to their" home." A large gather
mg assembled to tea, where the pastor's 
belov~d wife welcomed the guests, and 
superintended the work with a genial 
concern for the comfort of all. At the 
evening service the pastor wa.rmly 
y;-elcomed the friends from neighbour
mg Churches, specially mentioning 
those from St. Albans, who, with the 
esteemed pastor, Mr. Jeffs, came in for 
a kind expression and promise of a 
return vi•it during the week when 
special meetings were to be held there. 
The singing was most hearty ; the 
powerful organ evidently under wise 
control that it aided, but did not drown 
the voice of the congregation. ·' Give 
me the wings of faith to rise" &c. wa.s 
a_ fitting close to the preacher's m;dita
t10ns on the tr[un;ph of fa.ith, and the 
!arge .cimgregat10n appeared "to rise" 
m s1-nnt as they sang. God bless His 
truth at _this sae:red spot. Pastor 
T!ioma.s, with all his busy life outside 
hie own "charge," is nevertheless 

evidently President of his own flock 
who plainly showed they had a head t~ 
look up to, and one felt the various 
organisations were really offshoots and 
not sucker~ of the living "oause." At 
least, so thought-A LONDON SPY, 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
A MEETING in aid of the Society was 
held on September 11th at Wa.lton-on
Naze, when, notwithstanding unfa.vour
a.ble wea.ther,a. large number of friends 
w_ere present. Afte~ tea., given by the 
kindness of two la.dies, Genera.I Sir W. 
Stirling took the Chair, and delivered a. 
spiritual a.nd forcible address, warmly 
advocating the claims of the Instit:n
tion. Severa.I ministers took part 
among them being Mr. A. H. Pounds' 
of Bexley, in connection with whoa~ 
Church exists a flonrishing auxiliary. 
The collection amounted to upwards 
of .£12. 

* * 
On October 7th the 23rd anniversary 

of the Brighton Home will ta.ke place. 
A meeting will be held in the Royal 
Pavilion a.t three o'clock, presided over 
by General Sir Robert Biddulph, and 
the lady visito~e will hold a. Sa.le of 
Work throughout the day. The attend
ance of local friends a.nd of visitors is 
cordially invited. In addition to the 
work a.t the Home, pensions in the 
town and district a.bsorb upwards of 
.£400 per annum. 

* * 
The Autumn Sale.of Work and Special 

Service a.t the Homsey Rise Asylum 
will (D.V.) be held on Friday, Nov. 7th. 
The sa.le will commence at three o'clock, 
followed by tea. at five; tickets 6d. ea.oh. 
In the evening, at 6.30, a sermon will 
be preached in the Asylum Chapel. Thie 
will be found an excellent opportunity 
for friends to visit this d welling-pla.oe 
for 120 of the Lor1e ,:-ged people. 

The new QMart:rzy Record is now 
ready. Among other illustrations is a. 
likeness of the la.te Dr. H. Bona.r, with 
a sketch of his life. A variety of 
interesting ma.tter makes this publioa.
tion of value to all who desire the wel
fare of the venerable a.nd Scriptural 
Institution which it represents. Copies 
for gratuitous distribution will be sent 
upon application a.t the office. 

DANIEL BISHOP, 

Ou& beloved brother wa.s ea.lied to hie 
heavenly rest on August 14th. 1902, a.t 
the ripe age of 75 yea.rd. For fifty-three 
years he was in fellowship with the 
Church at Meopham, :md for several 
years a deacon. His piety a.nd steadfast-
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neee for the truth of God, hie genial 
disposition, loving heart and sound 
judgment, his spiritual mindedness and 
manliness, endeared him to those who 
knew him and won their love, oon• 
fidenoe, and esteem. When he knew 
thiire was no remedy for his malady, 
whioh was oanoer, which developed and 
proved fatal in marvellously quiok 
time, he unooneoiously revealed hie 
strong Christian m<inhood in his brave, 
noble, and resigned spirit. Towards the 
olose of his terrible sufferings, in which 
it was most distressing to behold him, 
he longed for the end to oome. Some 
jewels of truth, sparkling with beauty 
and wortb, fell from his lips when his 
sufferings were less severe. When near 
to hie end he was heard to say, 11 Come, 
Lord Jesus, 0 come quickly." His 
Saviour came, and without a struggle 
of a.ny kind our brother quietly fell 
asleep. 

" One gentle sigh, his fetters break; 
We scarce could say,' He's gone I' 

Before his ransomed spirit took 
Its place before the throne.'' 

In the presence of II goodly number of 
sorrowing and sympathetic friends we 
laid hie body to rest on Monday, August 
18th, and on the following Sunday 
evening we were enabled to preach his 
funeral sermon from Rev. xiv. 13. 

THOMAS Enw ARDS. 

The Church at the Surrey Tabernacle 
has sustained another loss by the death 
of Mr. Thomas Edwards, late of Z71, Old 
Kent-road. Our brother entered into his 
eternal rest on August 28th, He, with 
his late beloved wife, who was called 
home in 1886, was baptized by the late 
pastor, Mr. James Wells, in 1866, and 
our brother was seldom. when well, 
absent from the Lora's-day or week
evening services. When sometimes 
remonstrated with by the family for 
going in such bad weather he would 
say: 11 I'd venture through a thousand 
storms, to see Hie face at Inst.". Our 
brother was a liberal supporter of the 
Cause of God, espeoially remembering 
the poor. At the prayer-meeting he was 
often seen, and his earnest pleadings 
found a warm response in the souls of 
those present. The ministry of the late 
revered pastor was much blessed to his 
soul, and he often expressed the help 
re!!.liaed whilst listening to the present 
beloved pastor, Mr. 0. S. Dolbey. 
Daring his affliction he was visited by 
Mr. Dolbey, the writer,and others; and 
they found him resting alone upon 
Christ, desiring that the will of God 
might be done. On the Wednesday 
evening, only a few hours before he 
died, he quoted those beautiful words: 
"Fear tboL1 not, for I am with thee; be 
not dismayed, for I am thr, God: I will 
strengthen thee ; yea, I w1_ll help t~ee ; 
yea, I will uphold thee w1~~ the ~1g~t 
hand of My righteousness; and w1thm 

a few hours he entered into the presence 
of hie Lord. The funeral took p!&ce at 
N11nhead Cemetery on Tuesday, Sept. 
2nd. The service was conducted by Mr. 
Dolbey, the pastor. The followin,,. 
particulars have been supplied by hi"ii 
daughter, Miss Edwards:-" My father 
was born in the villaf;l'e or Barkway in 
Hertfordshire, in 1827. At the age or 
nine Jea.re he lost his father, and he 
then had to earn his own living and 
with four other brothers, keep a. hom~ 
for their mother. At the age of eighteen 
he came to London, and resided with a. 
godly aunt, who knowing tha.t his 
mother would prefer his going to 
Church, took him to hea.r a. godly 
minister of the Church of Eugla.nd a 
Mr. Parker, in Grea.t Conduit-stre~t 
Bethnal Green. On one occasion th~ 
word8, 'The wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget 
God,' ea.me into his soul as a living 
truth, and the Prayer-book fell from 
his he.nd. He continued to hear Mr. 
Parker, and always spoke of him a.a a. 
prea.cht:r of the doctrines of gra.ce, and 
loved hie memory. The words by which 
my father was led to hope that he had 
an interest in the things of God and 
which was also a comfort to him ih his 
last days, were: 'Come now, and let us 
reason together, saith the Lord," &c. 
( Isa. i. 18). When in the providence of 
God he removed to the South of London, 
he heard Mr. Wells at the Borough. 
road, and from that time-a.bout fifty 
years-he has been a. conshnt hearer, 
a.nd has been a member nearly thirty
six years. The ministry of Mr. Wells 
was greatly enjoyed. My father de
lighted in reading his Bible, which he 
knew and loved; a.nd daring his last 
illness, though he had no ecstasy, many 
passages of Scripture came with sweet
ness and power. On one occasion 'All 
things are yours, and ye are Christ•; a.nd 
Christ is God's; ' and another, : The· 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from a.ll 
sin.' He had als(! been heard to sa.y, 
'Ah, well, after bemg kept by the Lord 
for over fifty years, one needs little 
further testimony ; ' and then he re
peated the hymn, 'Children of a 
heavenly King,' and at the finish said, 
'Give me grace to shout, Lord.' In 
referring to Hebrews xi. he said,. 
'Having lived in faith he would 
certainly die in faith.' On another 
occasion he said, 'I wonder if we have 
followed cunningly devised fables;' a.nd 
a day or two after said,' We have not 
followed cunningly devised fa.bleo.' 
During the last few hours of his life, 
though conscious, it was with difficulty 
that he coald speak, and I asked him if 
it were well with him, and if he could 
not speak, would he raise his ha.ad ! 
This he did, for on the question being 
put to him the h~nd was weakly raised 
for the last time on earth ; and with 
scarcely a sigh his spirit passed into the 
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presence of his loved Lord and Saviour. 
During his illness. when one of his sons 
said 'Good-night' to him, he said, 'l 
hope when yon come to-morrow I shall 
be better or in glory;' to another he 
g"ve words of counsel, advising him 
never to neglect the services of God's 
house. And to his youngest daughter 
he said, ' When I am gone it may be 
said the beggar died, for I he.ve been a 
begge.r e.t the mercy-seat for over firty 
yee.rs.'" Truly, as the de.nghter se.ys, 
we he.ve lost e. good father; and ea.oh of 
us, his children, could echo the testi
mony of his pe.stor at the de.y of the 
fnnere.1.-J. M. R. 

MR. JAMES GARDNER. 
Our beloved brother was ea.lied home 

on Lord's-day morning, August 31st, 
1902, aged 63 yee.rs, his dee.th being 
caused by bronchitis and bee.rt failure. 
When but seven years old he he.d 
thoughts of dee.th, at 17 he.d ree.l experi
ences of his sinfulness, e.nd a.bout 25 
felt the pardoning love of God in his 
soul. "I have loved tbee with an ever
lasting love, therefore with loving
kindness have I drawn thee," was mnst 
powerfully engraved on his heart. He 
was be.ptized by Charles Stovell at 
Commercial-street, Whitechapel, where 
he joined; but a sL.nt time e.fter hear
ing Mr. Charles Chipchase pree.ch e.t 
John-street. Holloway, a farewell 
sermon on "Christ is All and in all." 
he embraced the Strict Ba.ptists' views 
of sovereign grace and joined Rehoboth, 
Stepney, under the pastorate of Mr, T. 
Stringer. In the remaining thirty
five years he believed, Ii ved, and 
preached faithfully these New Teste.
ment verities. He filled the pastoral 
cffice at Whitestone, Hereford, aleo at 
Great Gidding, Hunts., likewise at 
Chatham, as well as pree.ching re,g-n
larly at Yaxley, HWltA., and serving 
acceptably many Churches in town and 
country. On August 17th this year he 
µreached at Coln brook from the now 
significant texts-Jas. iv. 14, "What is 
vour life?" &c., and Philip. i. 6, "Being 
confident . . . that He which hath 
begun . . . will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ." On the following 
morning, leaving for home, he had a 
fall through & weak heart. He came 
home with difficulty, and in a day or 
two became a little better, preparing 
for his engagement at Prestwood the 
next Lord's-day. He did not expect or 
speak of his end, but some time ago 
Ba.id to his now mourning widow, "If I 
am not able to leave a testimony at 
death, I feel safe, and am firmlY: resting 
on the Rook of Ages." The writer saw 
him seven teen hours before he passed 
away, had fellowRhip with him in 
µrayer, and felt he was a brother 
beloved. Before peacefully departing 
he raised botb hie hands e.s if being 
.reoei ved up. His life was steadfast, his 

words solid, his pre.yers solemn, and his 
pe.tience to the will of God speaks thus 
to us : "By the grace of God" he was 
whe.t he we.s, e.nd we glorify God in 
him, and magnify snob grace. The 
funeral (e.ttended by many rele.tives 
and friends, the deacons of Colnbrook, 
brother Elna.ugh e.nd the writer) was 
impressively conducted by bro. E. Me.rsh 
e.t We.lthamstow Cemetery, and on the 
following Lord's-day to a large congre
ge.tion Mr. Me.rsh referred to the 
decease of our brother, preaching from 
"Behold He oom'.eth with clouds, and 
every eye she.II see Him."-SAMUEL J. 
TAYLOR, Forest Gate. 

MR. EDWARD HARRIS (of West 
Hampstead). 

It is impossible in e. brief memoir of 
our dee.r father's life to do juRtioe to bis 
memory, connected as it wa.s with nearly 
sixty years' service in the Strict and 
,Particular Be.ptist Denomination, a.nd 
as there are prob1.bly a few still living 
of the ministers and dee.cons who were 
contempore.ry with snob well-known 
names &s James Wells, John Foreman, 
C. W. Banks, S, Milner, W. L. Meeres, 
G. Murrell, J. A. Jone3, and many others 
who flourished as defenderR or the doc
trines of grace in the '50's, '60'@, and 
'70's, a few notes on our father's lead
ings in Providence me.y be interesting 
to your readers. Born at Newton 
Abbott, in South Devon, in 181!, of the 
yeoman farming class, who, owning 
their own farms or renting them of the 
all-powerful squire, who, together wit.h 
the parson of the Esta.blished Church, 
constituted themselves the lords tem
poral and spiritual of all under their 
influence, it is not strange the.t under 
this blighting Tory selfishness the 
education of the mind and freedom to 
worship God e.mong the middle and 
lower classes we.s scarcely tolerated, 
and much less enconra.ged. This was 
before the days of such reformers as 
Cobden, Bri!fht, and Shaftesbury. 
Alas I that this blighting influence is 
reviving. The consequence was that 
with the white slavery of hard toil, 
with no intellectual development, and 
the spiritual degre.dation that Este.b
lished Churches always produce, our 
father entered life under great dis
a.dve.ntages. This was further in
orea.sed through his father's failings of 
neglect of his business as butcher and 
farmer to love of company e.nd the 
drinking ha.bits of the time. But here 
a. gracious Providence intervened. His 
mother1 brought up in oomfort, was 
determmed to fight against poverty and 
briag up the children in the fear of God, 
and by mtense hard work she managed 
to apprentice the boys to a business and 
taught them what little she knew of the 
love of Jesus. Under this heroic mother 
our father always a.scribed under God 
his first and lasting religious impres-
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slons, his mother's favourite book next 
the Bible beinJ a sm"ll one-" Obrist 
All and in All. Oh how he loved his 
mother I Apprentioed at Newton Abbott 
to his unole, a painter and decorator, he 
became iutroduoed to the Strict and 
Partioular Baptists, and attended under 
a Mr. Cross, until his coming to London, 
about 1836. Although '; sprinkled " 
when a child, he was publicly baptized 
by Mr. Cross when about 20 years of 
age, He could never fix the date of his 
oon version. A serious fall into sin 
when about 19 led him to give up hie 
self-righteous stand, and under the 
deep trouble and burden of sin he was 
led to rest all his hopes on his Saviour's 
righteousness for the rest of his life, 
His business brought him to London in 
1836, when he entered the employ of 
another uncle, near Dorset-square, and 
was by a relative advised t> attend 
Mount Zion Chapel, Hill-street, under 
the ministry of the late John Foreman, 
and shortly after becoming a member 
was chosen a deacon, and about the same 
time founded the firm which we hope 
will al ways bear his honoured name. 
On the death of Mr. Foreman, in 1872, 
soine differences of opinions as to the 
succeeding pastor arose, until the late 
G. W. Shepherd was selected by the 
majority, when our father and about 
thirty-three members withdrew and 
formed another Church, eventually 
settling at Shouldham-street, where he 
officiated as deacon till within a year or 
so of his death. May that little Cause 
have the Lord's speoial oare and 
blessinlf- It was our father and 
mothers refuge. Ono word as to our 
dear father's character and personal 
influence, I can soarcely trust myself 
to sa_y much, but, while faithfulness to 
the Lord prevents anything like praise 
to the orea.ture, one cannot think of the 
dea.r one depa.rted without expressing, 
without any exa.ggeration, tha.t while 
our dear fa.ther wa.s never fit for, or 
ca.pa.ble of, logical argument (for wha.t 
he would call "holy jealousy" would 
then bring out perha.ps his only fault
his ina.bility of fairly judging his 
opponent's oa.se), a. more loving a.nd 
humble follower of his Lord cannot be 
ima.gined, His conscience on right and 
wrong was a.s sensitive a.s Cowper's, and 
his lowliness of mind in esteeming 
others better tha.n himselt wa.s as near 
perfect a.sis possible in fallen humanity. 
D~a.r father I how we ardently cherish 
thy dear memory I E~peoia.lly in the 
getting a.nd using money his character 
revealed the Holy Spirit's work. He had 
a great dread of poverty, probably 
inherited from his birth oiroumstanoes; 
but, tha.nk God, he ha.d no desire for, or 
ability to, get money selfishly, and 
positively unable to make a hard bar
gain or dea.l in suoh a way that others 
would lose by his gains. He never 
dealt in Stooks or Sha.res, or a.ny selfish 

trade tra.nsaotions, a.ud with his limited 
income he happily rea.lised by his liber
ality "it is more blessed to give tha.u to 
receive." In this matter he leaves a 
bright example to us all. The last few 
months of his life was clouded by the 
appearance of ca.ncer in the throat, 
pronounced by the physicia.ns as malig
nant and likely to cause great pain and 
even suffocation, This led to earne,t 
prayer from all the family, which wa.s 
graciously answered, ina.smuch as the 
medical men were surprised, for it 
caused but little pain, and he was per• 
mitted to breathe freely to his Ia,t, 
when he literally "fell asleep•• in 
Jesus. Truly we can all sa.y as a 
family, " Let me die the death of the 
ri_ghteous, and let my last end be like 
h1s."-EDWARD HARRIS, JUN, 

MRS, HYDE. 
Ann, the beloved wife of Samuel 

Hyde. was called home on lh,y 10th, 
aged 62, after a long and painful illness 
borne most patiently, having kept her 
bed for two years and seven months. 
Our dear mother had been for many 
years a member at "Providence" 
Chapel, Northampton, and before then 
at" Bethesda," Ipswich ; was haptized 
by the late Mr. Pooch. She was wonder• 
fully bright, and her cheering words 
have often been a great comfort to all 
around her. Ours is a great loss but her 
gain, for we can truly say she is gone to 
see the King in His beauty,and sing the 
everlasting1 song, and crown Him Lord 
of all,-L. HYDE. 

EMMA LAMBOURNE, 
The late beloved partner of Mr. J, 
Lambourne, Baptist Minister, of War• 
boys, Hunts, was born in London in 
1820. Her parents were godly persons, 
and members of the Church at Grafton
street, under the pastoral care of Mr. 
W. Williams. In her early youth she 
resided for a time in Guildford, Surrey, 
and attended the ministry of Mr. Blake, 
formerly of Cheltenham, then pastor of 
the Church at the Old Ha.ptist Chapel, 
Castle-street, now presided over by Mr. 
W. Chisnall. The Lord began a work of 
grace in her heart, under the faithful 
preaching of the Word, by convincing 
her of her lost and ruined state by 
nature ; she was encouraged also under 
the Word to hope in His mercy. About 
this time Mr. J. Andrew Jones, of 
London, visited some friends at Guild
ford, and in her hearing repeated the 
well-known hymn which commences:
,. Come humble sinner. in whose breast 

A thousand thoughts revolve: 
Come, with your guilt and tear oppressed, 

And make this last resolve." 
The fifth verse was speoia.lly applied 
with power to her heart : -

" I can but perish if I go, 
I am resolved to try ; 

For if I stay away, I know 
I must for ever die." 
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followed the ooffl.n, headed by the four 
deacons of the Ohuroh. The Sunday 
following, September Hth, the services 
were of rather a remarkable oha.raoter, 
After the morning service it was again 
our privilege to baptize in the open, 
when a large company assembled round 
the water to witness the ordinance 
administered in a primitive manner. In 
the evening the capacious ohapel was 
filled to overflowing, when allusion was 
made to the departure of the now glori
fied one. The Lord graciously supported 
His aged servant, tlie bereaved husband, 
through these services. The separation 
is most painful after nearly fifty-five 
years of happy union. May the chasm 
which has been made in his heart be 
filled by the presence of Jehovah-Jesus 
is the. we a.re sure,ea.rnest prayer of the 
Churcih, of all the many friends of our 
beloved brother, a.nd the writer."-H.. 
MUTIMER, . 

THOMAS RUSH, BEN,, 
minister of the Strict Baptist Chapel, 
Da.tchet, Bucks., for upwards of forty
one years, departed this life on August 
22nd, 1902, aged 84 years. The subject 
of this memoir was one of no small 
attainments in Divine thin!fs, having 
known the Lord for over sixty years, 
and, as he used to say, "If I do not 
know now about these things, I never 
shall." But what a. tribute to God's 
grace in the soul I He was a. savoury 
preacher and a.n a.ffectiona.te man. He 
a.I ways preferred to err on the side of 
charity. He was wont· to say that he 
knew one Scripture wa.s true-i.e., 
"They aha.II bring forth fruit in old 
a.ge,'' &c., and his last discourse was 
based on the words," Bless the Lord, 0 
my soul," &o .. (Pea. ciii.), a fitting 
theme to close a ministerial career. He 
was so engrossed with the subject that 
he reluctantly left the pulpit. Muoh 
could be said about our dear brother, 
but more space in your magazine could 
not be expected; but suffice it to say 
that many years a.go he preaohed in 
John Bunyan's Chapel at Bedford, a.nd 
sat in the tinker's chair-not a small 
honour. Our brother has a son, Thomas, 
that preaohes with acceptance in (!Ur 
denomination, so that the name will, 
we hope, be perpetuated " for a great 
while to oome."-REUBEN LITTLE
WOOD, Dea.con. 

She was constrained to leave the room, 
and seek a place wherein to weep and 
pray. She was led on step b:y step, the 
Lord dealing very gently with her, to 
trust under the "shadow of His wings," 
and find a resting place. After a short 
time she left Guildford, and attended 
the ministry of Mr. Page, at Rehoboth 
Chapel, Richmond, Surrey, by whom she 
was baptized and received into Church 
fellowship. Afterwards she was one of 
those formed into a Church at Provi
dence Chapef, Kingston-on-Thames. 
Shortly after this she changed her 
name from Graham to Lambourne, and 
for nearly fifty-Ii ve years she shared 
the joys and sorrows of her esteemed 
hu•band, who has been in the ministry 
nearly forty-four years-thirty-three of 
which have been passed at Warboys. 
For many years the departed was 
engaged in Sunday-sch,ool wo~k, a!]-d 
received many encouragmg testimonies 
of God's blessing attending her labours. 
She was on a visit to Mr. and Mrs. 
Richardson, of Body Hall, Ramsey, 
when taken with a sickness, which 
proved to be unto death. She told the 
doctor and all around her that she 
should not recover. She was quite 
willing to depart. and often asked the 
Lord to take her home. She, however, 
felt the momentous nature of death, 
with the near prospect of eternity, and 
several times, with great solemnity, 
repeated the word~, "For ever and ever; 
yes for ever and ever." She was kept 
both thankfula-nd cheerful, and suffered 
but little pain. On one occasion she 
said the Lord had given her this sweet 
word to rest upon-" I will se!l _you 
again and your heart shall reJ01ce; 
and your joy no man taketh from you." 
She retained consciousness to the last, 
and said she" wanted the Lord." Th!1s 
departed, deeply lamented, a real Chris
tian, in her 83rd year, O!)- Sept. 9th: The 
mortal remains were laid to rest m the 
Chapel Burial-ground at Warb<:,ys, on 
September 13th. The above particulars, 
gleaned from the sorrowing husband, 
have been furnished by our esteemed 
brother Mr. Mutimer, who also add~:
" Little did we think on our previous 
visit to Warboys in July that the 
departed one was so near her eternal 
home but can now understand the 
rema;k she made after th!l Thursda_y 
evening's eervice. She s~1d: 'Oh, it 
ha.a been such a sweet time ; heaven 
has eeemed so near, and so real I' And 
now on September 13th, we were called 
to commit the casket to th~ mother- "You would all judge it to be an affront 
earth to await the resurre?t1on morn. to the majesty of God if a man should send 
The greater part of the ~erv1ce wa:s con- his clothes stuffed with straw, or a puppet 
ducted in the chapel. The pulpit was dressed up in•tead of himself, i?to the 

d I ber of assemblies of God'• people, and thmk that 
draped in black, an a. arge num k this would do inatead of bis peraonal pre· 
friends assembled to pay th_e las_t to en aence Yet our clothea stuffed with strn.w 
of respect to one who had Jived in the1r would be less offenaive to God thnn our 
midst for more than thirty _years; a. bodies withont our souls. The abaence of 
lover of Zion an.i a mother ID Ierael. 1 the spirit is the abaence of,the more noble 
Relat,ives froi::i London and other parts part.' -T. Manton. 



J.olJ's ionfidqnq~ and <ltonsohdi.on. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

(Concluded from page 296.) 

"I know thall. my Redeemer liveth.''-Job. xix. 25. 

TRUE religion is more than creeds or forms ; it is a life. That life 
needs a living God. Our Redeemer indeed died for us, but He 

lives. Thus He speaks of Himself :-" I am He that liveth, and was 
dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore." We were reconciled to 
God by His death, and we are saved by His life. Job's Redeemer is 

THE LIVING ONE. 

He liveth denotes His eternity. He is the ·I AM that spake to 
Moses from the burning bush. He is the fountain of life. "In Him 
was life; and the life was the light of men" (John i 4). He is •• the 
Prince of life." He possessed power over His own lffe as a man. " I lay 
down My life, 'that I might take it again. No man taketh it from Me, 
but I lay it down of Myself. I have power" (eccousia; authority, 
·right) "to lay it down, and I have power to take it again" (John x. 
17, 18). Had He not possessed this righG over His own life, He could 
11ot have given it as the ransom price for His people. But possessing 
_full power' over His own life, He freely laid it down to purchase His 
flock. '' The good Shepherd gave His life for the sheep" (John x. 11). 

He has power also to bestow life. " For as the Father raiseth up the 
dead, and quickeneth th~m; even so the Son quickeneth whom He 
will" (John v. 21). It was that He might have right to bestow life 
upon His people that He becime Incarnate, laid down, and then 
resumed, His life. "I am come that they" (the sheep) "might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundantly " (John x. I O ). His 
people had by sin forfeited life-were dead as under the awful sentence 
of the law they had broken-and had become alienated from God, and 
spiritually dead in trespasses and sins. But the great Redeemer met and 
satisfied the claims <if the Divine law, by His obedience unto death, and 
by His Spirit's power He quickens His redeemed, and imparts spiritual 
life unto them. 

He maintains the life He bestows, and perfects it in eternal life. 
"Because I live, ye shall live also" (John xiv. 19). "I give unto 
them" (My sheep) " eternal life ; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck them out of My hand" (John x. 28). "As Thou hast 
given Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as 
many as Thou·hast given Him" (John xvii. 2). "For our conversa
tion is in heaven ; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is 
able even to subdue all things unto Himself" (Phil. iii. 20, 21). Our 
Redeemer liveth denotes the strength, power, and activity of His life. 
As David complains of his enemies that they were lively and strong 
(Psa. xxxviii. 19), so our Redeemer's life is that by which we live. He 
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is always the LI:ING ONE. He is ~he living bread, living water, a living 
stone;_ yea, ~e 1s "the Resurrection and the Life." Apart from Him 
there 1s nothing but; death. Our hfe at times may appear to be very 
weak and low, yet it can never die. "It is hid with Christ in God. 
~hen Christ who is our life shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with Him in glory " ( Col. iii. 3, 4 ). We rejoice that our Redeemer 
LffETH. 

The language Job employs expresses a 

SWEET ASSURANCE. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth. He claims the Redeemer as his own. 
There is_ great sweetnes_s in these personal po~ssive pronouns. To be 
able Scripturally to claim the Lord Jesus Chr1St as our own is precious 
indeed. To-

" Call Him our own in ties of blood, 
And hold sweet fellowship with God," 

is no small privilege. Thi!! was Job's consolation in the midst of His 
deep trials and sharp afflictions. Stripped of all earthly possessions he 
had been ; all natural sources of comfort were dried up, but this 
remained, Jesus was still his Redeemer. 

•• And,when our dee.rest comfortR fall 
Before His sovereign will ; 

He never takes a.way our all, 
Himself He leaves us still." 

While this is evidently the assurance of a strong faith, it. appears 
also to be the language of love. "My beloved is mine, and I am His,'' 
is the expression of a confident faith, but it is equally the language of 
affection. Does faith ever rise to assurance, and twine its arms about 
the Redeemer, without love being exciLed? Do we ever truly claim 
Him as ours, and say, "My Redeemer liveth," without feeling the warm 
glow of affection rising in our breast ? Surely, no, the very holding 
Him as our very own produces the sweetest emotions in our souls~ and 
makes Him precious to us. " My Redeemer ! " a foretaste of Heaven is 
in that word. 

Job had a strong confidence in his Lord. "I KNOW," he cries, "that 
my Redeemer Iiveth." We would not for worlds wound the little ones 
in the family who cannot reach this height of confidence.· The feeble
minded are to be comforted, and not beaten, but we would help them, 
if the Lord shoold deign to make use of us to this end, to a little more 
confidence than they at present possess. Infinitely better, however, is 
the feeblest, most trembling, true faith, than the daring presumption of 
some, who claim the children's privileges, without any Scriptural warrant. 
Yet true confidence is a most precious grace, devoutly to be desired, and 
religiously kept when obtained. It honours God, and "has great re
compense of reward" (Heb. x. 35). Faith is defined as·' the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Heb. xi. l}. It 
is a firm persuasion of the truth of the things believed, making them to 
the believer as real as if he were already in the possession of them, 
evidencing their verity beyond all doubt. 

Both Paul and John use this language of assured confidence. " I 
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto Him agaipst that day " (2 Tim. i. 12). 
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" For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens" (2 Cor; v. 1). "We know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lieth in wickedness" (1 John v. 19). "We know that the Son of 
God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know 
Him that is true, and we are in Him that is true, even in His Son .J esns 
Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life" (1 John v. 20). "We 
know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
kethren" (1 John iii. 14). The Scriptures do not speak doubtfully, 
but assure us of the truth of their statements, and while the feeblest true 
faith will assuredly bring its possessor to heaven, yet strong faith 
possesses many advantages. It requires us to have an assured confidence 
to stand fast in the day of heavy trial. A weak grasp of God would not 
have enabled Job to speak as he did under the weight of his accumu
lated trials and temptations. Paul could not have cheerfully endured 
his severe afflictions had he not have "known whom he had believed." 
" The people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits " 
(Dan. xi. 32). Faith lays hold upon God's strength, and there is 
nothing impossible to him that believeth. 

There is usually an order observed in arriving at an assured confi
dence in God. We are first brought to believe that Christ is the 
Redeemer. All taught of the Lord are at a point in this. They do 
know, by the teaching of the Holy Ghost, that He and He only is the 
Redeemer. The next step is taken when they are enabled to rest on and 
believe in Him for their own redemption. Believing in its essence is not 
believing that one is saved-a man may believe that he is saved, and be 
lost notwithstanding his belief-but a believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in order to be saved; a casting one's soul entirely upon Him, 
and resting alone in Him, renouncing all other hope, or ground of trust. 
Where this has been brought to pass there is safety. None that believe 
on' the Son of God can ever be condemned. But there may be many 
anxious fears. and painful exercises as to whether the soul is really and 
truly interested in tbe salvation of God. Beyond what we have thus far 
stated, there is an experience of salvation enjoyed in the soul. The 
burden of guilt is removed, and a sense of the love of God experienced 
in the heart. For the time being this brings a joyful assurance into 
the soul, which, however, being largely founded upon sense, is apt to 
decline, and even dist1.ppear, when the warm emotions called into 
being subside, and doubts may again greatly distress the soul. There 
is more than all that we have hitherto set forth in the abiding assurance 
enjoyed by many believers. It is the effect of many experiences by 
which their faith has been strengthened, and they have been led from 
time to time, by the Holy Spirit, who bears His witness with their 
spirits, to see themselves described in the Word, and to feel the power 
of the Word in their hearts, until they arrive, under His gracious 
teachings and operations, at an assured confidence that the Lord J esas 
Christ is their very own Redeemer. Happy indeed are these believers. 
" Strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might," they can do 
exploits. They are "not tossed about by every wind of doctrine," nor 
do they yield up their confidence when passing through darkneEs and 
trial. Of this kind was Job's confidence, not a confidence merely when 
he was walking in the light of God's countenance, but a confidence that 
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held fast when he was in darkness, and had no light; that believed when 
all sense and seeming were against him, and opposes this fact, " My 
Redeemer liveth," against all that the enemy cin su~gest. May ,Job's 
confidence and comfort be ours, by the grace of the Lord, Amen. 

~ipositor,i f npern on tht (ijpistl~ to the Jomams. 
BY (THE LATE) G. w. SHEPHERD. 

No. 23.-CHAPTER VIII.-29-39. 

"FOR whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among 

many br.-thren. Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: 
and whom He called. them He also justified : and whom He jusUfied, them 
He also glorified. What shall we then say to these things ? If God be 
for us, who can be against us? He that spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give 
us all things ? Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect ? 
It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ? It is· Christ 
that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is seen at the right hand 
of God, who also maketh intercession for us." 

We now mark a further advance, and in the remaining verses of the 
chapter we learn that all connected with this great arid glorious scheme 
of salvation was resolved upon, designed, end arranged in the· mind of 
God before the foundation of the world. The mention at the close of 
the last section (verse 28) of a people that are "the called according tr> 
His purpose," leads, by a natural and easy transition, to the considera
tion of the purpose itself, in its conception, object~, and provisions. 

In no ambiguous or hesitating languag-e we are told, that the 
favoured persons, who are raised out of ruined nature's misery, to a state 
of grace; who enjoy, by faith in Christ, the blessings of pardon and 
justification; who receive the "Spirit of adoption,'' and call God 
"Father," were foreknown in the Eternal mind. Not merely in a 
general way, as God foreknows all things, but as special objects of immu
table love. Moreover they were " predestinated" to be all that grace 
shall make them. Foreknowledge signifies the selection of their persons, 
and predestination-as the word implies-fixes their eternal destiny. 
In this arrangement our all-wise God has pursued a definite plan. He 
first contrived to Himself a perfect model, and then determined to make 
that model the pattern to which His elect should be conformed. Thie 
pattern was no less a person than Hie own Son, Hie own perfect Image. 
and the brightness of His own glory. As He could not look out of 
Himself for the basis of Hie operations, eo He could not go beyond 
Himself in the objects fixed upon, and in predeetinating His people to 
be made like unto Hie own image, He has chosen the highest and most 
glorious model known unto .Himself. His method is equal to Hie in
tention. " That He might be the firstborn among many brethren," 
means, or at lea!lt implies, that the union of the elect to the person of 
Christ, so as to form one family, was the means adopted to secure the 
end decreed. And this union, as we have remarked in the previous 
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chapters, is the foundation of all interest in the mediatorial work of the 
Redeemer. 

Furthermore," whom He ·did predestinate, them He also called." 
"'l'he children of wrath, even as r,thers," in a state of nature, the elect 
and the redeemed are in due course called by grace from darkness to 
light, and from their native ruin and alienation are brought to repent, 
believe, find peace, joy in God, die to sin, crucify the flesh, and wait for 
tbe redemption of their body. The same persons are said to be justified. 
We have enlarged upon justification as it is said to be by faith, beginning 
at man's lost condition, under the curse of the law, and working up
wards; now we are led to contemplate the same subject from a different 
point of view, and beginning at Divine predestination reach the same 
point by working downward~, and the corre•pondence enables us to 
observe a mo.st striking aad beautiful feature of the Gospel, viz., the 
harmony of God's secret with His revealed will. " He bath mercy on 
whom He will." and again, '' Whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life." The explanation is, that His will is the cause of ours, and "Who
soever believeth '' does so because he was predestinated to believe. Once 
more, " whom He justified, them He also glorified." Short of eternal 
glory there could be no real conformity to the great model. For Christ 
is the Lord or life and glory, and to be perfectly like Him, His people 
mll8t be glorified with Him. The past, tense is used throughout this 
exceptionally glorious passage; for the Apostle speaks of Jehovah's 
ancient covenant, a.nd what He has resolved on as certain as if it were 
accomplished. Thus foreknowledge, predestination, union, c~lling, 
justification, glory, are shown to be consecutive links in one golden 
chain, not one of which can ever be separated from its fellow. Pre
destination in t,be past, is inseparable from calling and justification in 
the present, and all from glory in the future. 

" What shall we then say to these things ? " What indeed ! What 
can we say that will not appear poor and weak language for such a 
theme. Perhaps the Apostle says himself the best thing that can be 
said under the circumstances : " If God be for us, who can be against 
us" I I l Sin is against us, but c:irist has put it away. Satan is 
.against _us, but Christ has bruised his head. The world is against us, 
but Christ halil overcome it. Death and the grave are against us, but 
Obrist is the plague of the one, and the destruction of tbe other. In 
short, name what we will, and all we can, they are but finite, under 
Divine control, and subordinate to the Divine will and power, and again 
therefore Let it be asked ; and let all that is be defied to answer-" IF 
Gon BE FOR us, WHO CAN BE AGAINST us ? " 

The word "If" in the passage is not intended to raise a question, 
but rather to strengthen the argument ; for that God is engaged to His 
people bJ the most sacred oaths and promises is indisput~ble. That God 
is f0r us is proved by the fact that " He spared not HU! own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us I'll," There is really no room for dispute here 
as to what the word "all " means. It is quite clear that it must still 
refer to "the sons of God," or as they are styled in the next verse, 
"God's elect." In this gift He equalled Himself-gave the best He had 
to give. It 'is not ~oo muc~ to say_-that ~od will ~ev~r give so °:'uch 
again. Heaven, with all its glories-all its associat10ns-mansion~, 
thrones, kingdoms, crowns, robes, palms, harps, and all the accompan1-
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rnents of eternal bliss,-is insignificant when compared to the gift of 
HrM who is Lord of them all. Now that this gift was bestowed is not 
only a matter of faith, but a fact of history also ; chosen eye-witneBSes 
confirming the inspired record, so that God bas placed the fact that He 
is "for us" beyond all controversy. Moreover this gift includes every 
good thing at God's disposal : " How shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things?" He who had love enough to His people, to give 
for them the" Lord of all" has surely love enough to give them the 
" all " of which He is Lord. 

Under all circumstances," Who shall lay anything to the charge of 
God's elect? It is God that justifi.etb." He who foreknew His people, 
and predestinated them to salvation; being the person alone concerned, 
and having contrived a way to satisfy His legislative claims in every 
way honourable to Himself, having received a suitable and sufficient 
atonement for their sins ; if He is satisfied, who beside Him bas any 
ground to protest ? " Who is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that 
died, yea rather, that is risen again." We have enlarged upon· the 
reasons why there is no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. The 
fact is here reiterated, to add to the beauty as well as the force of the 
passage ; since such a person so suitable as man to be a substitute, so 
able as God to give efficacy t~ His substitutionary work ; since such a 
person performed such an act as to DIE, voluntarily die, w bat more can 
be required? Yet further, He rose again, in proof that His work was 

· accepted, that sin was made an end of, death conquered, and Divine 
justice satisfied ; in a word, that those for whom Be died were in act 
and in fact, as they were before in purpose and decree, once, entirely 
and for ever justified freely from all things. He is even now at the 
right hand of God, the highest place of honour and glory, and by His 
very presence there bears perpetual witness to the fact that His people's 
guilt has been atoned for. So He makes intercession for them, not in 
the sense of pleading for pity and commiseration for them, but claiming 
as a RIGHT TO HIMSELF, their full and complete discharge. 

"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, 
or distress,· or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? 
A.s it is written, For Thy sake we are killed all the day long ; we are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerc.rs through Him that loved us. For I am persuaded, 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor ·any 
other creature, shall be able to separate · us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ .Jesus our Lord." 

The inestimable value of an interest in the Person and work of 
Christ, would be seriously discounted, if it were precarious and uncertain. 
If a possibility, however remote, existed of forfeiture or alienation, the 
glory of the whole would be dimmed._ But this is impossible. Paul 
does not say, I do not think it is likely, or it is very improbable. Ht, 
uses no equivocal language, I AM PERSUADED that it cannot be. It 
would be contrary to the immutability of God that He should be for us 
to-day and against us to-morrow. Be could not give His own Son for 
us, and then abandon us ; nor could Christ Himself love us so much as 
to die for us, and not enough to save us. The name of the Lord· is om· 

·" strong tower ; " we therefore run into it, and are safe. We mount 
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aloft, and look over the ba~tlements, and fling our challenge down 
among our opposers,-" WHO SHALL SEPARATE us FROM THE LOVE OF 
CHRIST ? " ~ooking dow~ from our elevated position, we fearlessly 
behold the besiegers of our impregnable fortress. There in battle array, 
are tribulations, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword, 
and to include all in a word, "things present, and things to come." 
But when they have all passed in review before our eyes, and when we 
have cast up the account of all their united forces can effect, again we 
say, WHO SHALL SEPARATE us FRO)[ THE LOVE OF CHRIST? We 
chaHenge heaven, earth, and hell to answer. "In all these things we 
are more than conquerors through Him r.hat loved us." Conquerors at 
best sustain some losses, however small ; but we lose nothing. 
Conquerors at best may be vanquished another day ; but our victory is 
final and for ever. Conquerors at beet can triumph only while life shall 
last ; but our triumph shall continue when time shall cease, and death 
itself die. And then, not only is the conflict over, but this old world, 
the scene of battle, shall long have ceased to be," the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord," shall afford us unalloyed felicity. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

Feathered Folk. No. 11.-Song Birds, 

Blackbirds, as we have before noticed, are very sweet songstera. They live 
in England and Scotland all the year round, preferring cultivated tracts of 
land ; woods, hedges, and gardens being their delight. On the top branch 
of a poplar tree the bird will sit and sing for an hour or more, the same 
sweet yet ever varying strain; in winter, as well as in spring and 
summer, his melodious notes may be heard, alone as well as when in the 
company of his mate ; he represents the cheerful heart that finds good in 
everything, the believing spirit that says " It is, and must be, well with 
me, because all things work together for God to those who love God, and 
are the called according to His purpose." -

Larks are found both in the Old and New World. One or two 
species belong to America, but a large number of kinds to Africa, there 
being over 100 species in all. The skylark flies very high, and keeps 
singing all the while it is going up and coming down again. 

Its song generally ceases when it reaches the ground. It will rest 
on a wall, or a hawthorn bush or hedge, and carol for a long time, but 
does· not appear ever to choose high trees for its musical performances. 
Both skylarks and woodlarks arc with us all the year round ; some other 
kinds only pay us occasional visits. 

A bright day even in.January will call forth a song from these feathered 
folk. In Fifeshire they have been heard in full song in the middle of 
February, and all through the summer their bright cheery notes yield 
pleasure to the listening ear. They start singing very early in the 
morning, and will keep on for a long time without stopping, but they 
leave off earlier in the evening than some other birds. " Early to bed, 
early to rise," appears to be the motto of the lark. In the winter they 
pick up what food they can among the stubble, and in open weather 
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frequent ploughed fields to look for seeds; they have a way when on the 
ground of crouching, which often hides them from view, and helps to 
preserve their lives from those who would take them for a prey. 

Poets have always spoken in glowing praise of the lark, who "mounts 
towards heaven's gate,'' and its lively inspiriting strains seem calculated 
to drive dull care away. The nests are made among the grass, as 
Montgomery sings :-

" The bird tha.t soars on highest wing, 
Builds on the ground her lowly nest," 

and hence he learned the " hononr of humility," and drew the sweet 
lesson of spiritual truth that 

" When Mary chose the better pa.rt, 
She meekly sat at Jesus' ·feet, 

And Lydia.'s gently opened heart 
Was ma.de for God's own temple meet; 

Fairest and be~t adorned is she 
Whose clothing is humility." 

Mockin_q Birds (so-called from their abilit,y to imitate the notes of 
other songsters, while yet po•sessing musical powers peculiarly their 
ow.n l are inhabitants of America from. North to South, though only 
found on that Continent. 

Their plumage is sober, but the male birds when singing their love 
songs command the admira~ion of every lover of nature who listens to 
them ; the notes being so varied, rich, and mellow, that the mocking 
bird has been -called by some" the•king of song." For the nesting
place a fruit tree is often chosen quite close to a house, for these birds 
seem to feel quite at home with human beings, and not at all afraid of 
them. The nest having been formed of the usual materials, in the 
course of time five eggs are deposited, and the male bird sings tc cheer 
his mate to rest, only now and then darting off to catch some insect to 
feed her with. In about a fortnight the young brood is batched, and 
then they have to be nourished with insects, berries, and various kinds 
of fruit, and in a short time they are able to fly well, and leave their 
parents and get their own living. Snakes are dangerous enemies, eRpe
cially to the young ones, but when these intruders are discovered an 
alarm is given, and all the mocking birds in the neighbourhood fly to 
the spot, and either force the reptile to retreat or kill it. Only one kind 
of hawk is able to attack these birds upon the wing, and even he is some· 
times foiled and driven away in turn by those whom he assails, for they 
are very quick and cautious, and not easily surprised. When m .. de pets 
of, their song materially deteriorates, but they are said to be very affec
tionate, and one that was raised from the nest by a gentll)man at 
Natchez used to fly out in the daytime and sing its melodies, returning 
at night to its owner. 

The Nightingale. which visits our shores in the summer, retiring for 
the winter season to Africa, is a well-known warbler frequenting the 
woodlands, more often heard than seen, anrl yet not excessively shy, as 
it often makes its home near the dwellings of men. It chooses bushes, 
or the lower branches of trees, for its perching places. It feeds upon 
insects, worms, and is very fond of ants' eggs, and has no objection tQ 
ants themselves. It is said to be very partial to currants and elderberries. 
The nests are placed in some sheltered spot where the grass or under-
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growth is rather thick. The eggs are generally from four to six in 
number, and there is only one brood in the season. Large numbers of 
nightingales are caught every year, but it is a great pity, as very few of 
them can live in captivity ; they want liberty and their own congenial 
surroundings, and pine away when these are lost, and thus many sweet 
songaters are uselessly sacrificed. 

Thrushes are very much like blackbirds, except in the colour of their 
plumage. They are to be found in England all the year round ; still 
they are migratory. birds, and it is believed that many of those who are 
with us in the summer leave for some warmer region before the cold 
weather arrives. In Heligoland, Belgium, and Italy large numbers are 
caught while on their journey, and they are much esteemed for food. 
The song thrush is very abundant in the Hebrides, and one observer 
speaks of his delighted experiences of calm summer evenings, when the 
sun was · shedding its red light upon the smooth sea, while the sheep 
quietly fed, and the eagle skimmed the mountain tops, and the whole 
scene breathed the air of delicious repose and peace : how the thrush's 
melody charmed him with its soothing tenderness, and seemed to tell of 
more than earthly joys. Sometimes two birds from a distance answer 
each other, at other times a number sing together, and not only in fine 
weather, for occasionally in the midst of heavy rain one will from some 
sheltered spot warble out its wild yet pleasing strains for hours at a 
time. In summer it chooses woods or hill-sides, river banks or hedges; 
in winter it will come from the woods to the gardens or fields, or repair
ing to the rocky coast feed on the whelks and other shell-fish it can 
capture, breaking the shell and eating the inmate, thus in various ways 
the bird gains its living. 

" How wondrous are the works of God 
Displa.yed through a.11 the world a.broad." 

They all praise Him, but His saints shall bless Him. 0 that we 
may learn a sweeter song than birds Ci:l.n sing, the song of redeeming 
love, that we on earth may know t)lat Jesus is our Saviour, that God is 
our own God, so may our hearts and lips and lives proclaim · His praise, 
"Who forgiveth all our iniquities . . . and crowneth us with loving
kindness and tender mercies ; " and then in a fairer cliaie, where night 
and sorrow never come, we shall sing for ever the praise of the glory of 
His grace, who hath made us accepted in the Beloved, and saved us in 
Himself with an everlasting salvation. 

Amen I Hallelujah. So may we join the sacred chorus of the 
heavenly choir, loud as the noise of many waters and mighty thunders, 
yet sweet as the strains of'the most tuneful harps, and Christ and grace 
shall be our endless song. · 

w ORSHIP TO BE ACCEPTED WITH GOD l\IUST BE IN SPIRIT AND IN 
TRUTH. "You would all judge it to be an affront to the majesty of God if a 
man should send his clothes stuffed with straw, or a puppet dressed 
up instead of himself, into the assemblies of God's people, and think 
that this would do instead of his personal presence. Yet our clothes 
stuffed with straw would be less offensive to God than our bodies 
without our souls.. The absence of the spirit is the absence of the more 
noble part.-T. Manton. · 

y 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK. 
BY PASTOR THOMAS JONES. 

" In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sine 
aocording to the riches of His grace, 11-Ephes. i. 7.* ' 

THE blessings of which we have already written were provided 
antecedent to the fall. Election, predestination and all matters 

connected therewith, were arranged by the Father in His great covenant 
plan of man's restoration. We come to consider the SoN's work of love 
in carrying to completion the eternal purposes of His Father in the 
tranecendent scheme of redemption. 

Taking our stand upon the verse before us, which we may justly call 
the wonderful heights of wisdom, love and grace towards men ; we 
have before us the very central truth of Divine revelation. Could 
we but scale the pinnacle of this wondrous truth, what glories should 
we discover ! Glories which far exceed the visions of Moses, or the man 
of Patmos. But, like Moses and John, and others, we must content our
selves by seeing" through a glass darkly," and of "knowing only in 
part." This by no means should discourage us, because what little we 
do know is exceedingly helpful to us in "the house of our pilgrimage." 
The subject, or, rather I would say, subjects before us, are of great 
magnitude, and our allotted space so limited, that we are compelled to 
adapt ourselves to circumstances and crowd in as much as we can. Our 
thoughts gather round Jesus as our precious 

REDEEMER. 

My difficulty is to select what to write, because there is so much in 
these two words, " IN WHOM." They present a beautifully executed 
picture of onr Lord. There are so many shades of colour, and such a 
combination of suggestions, that the more I gaze upon it the greater my 
difficulties become. For example, if I attempt to write of His Name, 
" It is as ointment poured forth." It is the Name above every name in 
all creation. It is the Name dear to saints, and the source of unspeak
able gladness to those already" before the throne of God." It charms 
the tried believer, and gives hope to the disconsolate. It is indeed the 
Name that 

" Breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
And sets the prisoners free." 

If I attempt to write of His Person, He is said to be " the 
express image of His (Father's) Person, "and the brightness of His 
glory." Jesus speaking of Himself declares, " He that hath seen Me 
hath seen the Father." "I and My Father are one." Doubtless my 
reader bas read the first chapter of Revelation, in which we have a 
magnificent description of this matchless Being. We select only a few 
of those sublimely descriptive words. " His head and hairs white like 
wool as white as snow ; and His eyes as a flame of fire, and His feet like 
unto' fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace, and His voice as the 
sound of many waters." Like. the ancient seer we ask, "Who shall 
declare His generation ? " 

If we think of " His wonderful words of life," they are consummate 

• A paper of mine on verse 6 appeared in the "E.V. & G.H." for Feb., 
1901, page 51. 
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eloquence," Never man spake like Him." His words were" Spirit and 
life." In them we have the glorious revelation of God, whom the Great 
Teacher taught men to call "Our Father." Then if you consider His 
gracious acts, His wonderful cures, His mighty miracles, and how tenderly 
He dealt with poor fallen, sinful and afflicted men and women, it 
transcends our conceptions. He was verily ,: touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities." He is beloved of the Father, the delight of His heart, 
dwelling in His bosom. This "same Jesus" has all power in heaven 
and earth, and holds the keys of death and hell ! This very Jesus was 
man to suffer, and God to reign. But I must proceed to write a few 
words on 

REDE:MPTION, 

Redemption is the working out of the Father's plan of salvation, 
and that plan aims at nothing less than man's eternal deliverance. The 
first rays of redemption light were dimly seen in the days of the 
patriarchs. Throughout the Mosaic economy the light continued to 
shine ; but through the ages of the prophets that light became clearer. 
Through them greater revelations were made, and more definite :-.tate
ments appear, until men began to have a decided hope that the old 
promise would be shortly fulfilled. Their hopes were not groundless, 
for at the divinely appointed time the angel song was heard, the glad 
tiding of great joy announced, peace on earth and good will proclaimed. 
Jesus appeared! The Son given-came I But what does redemption 
pre-suppose ? In few words-an awful fall, a terrible guilt, a great 
shame, a deplorable condition. It carries on its surface the condemned 
condition of lapsed ruined man. At the same time it brings hope, for 
in this redemption there is wonderful adaptation, and remarkable suit
ability to our great needs. Our case may be desperate, on account of 
the thraldom of sin, and its consequent bondage. Indeed the case may 
appear irremediable, but not so when viewed from the cross, the sacrifice, 
and the redemption wrought out by our blessed Lord. The following 
considerations will I hope confirm these remarks, at the same time prove 
to us the suitability of redemption to meet the case of troubled souls. 

In the first place, redemption is complete. It is absolutely perfect, 
nothing can be added to it. From this it will be clearly seen that no 
good works, merits, or prayers can render assistance in the salvation of 
one's soul, even supposing we have them. If there be one thought more 
precious than another it is this-Jesus Christ fully, wholly and com
pletely redeems me ! I have nothing but sin, poverty, and helplessness. 
As such He receives me ! His redemption blessedly meets my case ! 

This redemption is eternal. There can be no other means provided. 
It is God's last gift to men. But there is another way of looking at 
eternal redemption. Those who by grace are made recipients of it are 
eternally saved. Saved once-for ever saved ; in Christ to-day-in Him 
for ever. There is no room for the erroneous do_otrine of Methodism, 
saved to-day-lost to-morrow. No, blessed be God, redemption is 
eternal, salvation is everlasting. Time, tide, trouble, death, cannot 
remove me out of the covenant of grace ! Redemption is pre-eminently 
satisfactory to God ; He was well pleased in His Son, and to show His 
plea.sure He received the Redeemer up on high, and gave Him a seat on 
His right hand. With redemption man is satisfied. In Christ he has 
all he can possibly need for time and eternity. " Our souls approve it 
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well." I need no other Mediator, no other Redeemer, no other 
redemption ! There remains one other thought, viz., this redemption is 
particular, and not universal as some teach. " Our Surety knows for 
whom He stood." Jesus died for the elect-the seed given, for such He 
prayed-not for the world ; for such He died, and for such " He rose 
again according to the Scriptures." 

REMISSION OF SINS, 

We rejoice in a redemption by power and price. Now we have to 
do with the precious blood-the atoning vicarious sacrifice of Jesus. 
All through time the blood has proved a means of safety as well as being 
indispensable for the remission of sin. In the words before us we 
have a special word which is most welcome to us-Forgiveness. 
" Blessed is the man whose transgression is forgiven." The sweet joy 
of pardon ! Pardon for past, present and future sins I Pardon must 
include all sin. So complete is forgiveness with God that He will 
remember our sin no more for ever. So the pardoned sinner stands 
justified by the blood of Jesus. 0 precious Lamb of God, Thou hast 
indeed shed Thy blood, through which sins are pardoned, and the sinner 
for ever acquitted ! What a precious truth-" the blood of Jesus 
cleanseth from all sin." Every sin of every possible grade, is .fully 
washed out by the blood of Jesus ! Truly it " speaketh better things 
than the blood of Abel." Alas, I have come to my limits as far as the 
"E.V. & G. H." is concerned. So I would in conclusion ask you, dear 
reader, to dwell on these blessed truths, and trace them to their source. If 
you do this you will see that the soa_rce of salvation is God's free, eternal 
love ! The Redeemer is God's unspeakable gift, because He loved us I 
Redemption is the Son's great work of love, and forgiveness is the great 
blessing we receive. All come to us" according to the riches of His 
grace." 0 the superabundance of wealth in God's grace I It exceeds 
all present and future needs ! " Praise ye the Lord I " 

JESUS AS A QUESTIONER.-No. II. 
BY THOMAS HENSON. 

JESUS was the" Teacher come from God." Every teacher has his 
own peculiarity of manner, natural or by imitation. It is impossible 

to imagine Jesus using affected mannerisms; His great mission, and 
His sense of solemn responsibility forbid the thought ; His heart and 
conscience impelled Him to reality in thought, and word, and action. 

As the student studies his master, he is interested in learning his 
principles and methods; so the disciple of Jesus will find much in His 
actions, His words, and His methods worthy of prayerful imitation. As 
a rule, it is not good to imitate great men, for not one of them is per
fect: all have faults, which, if bearable in themselves, are reprehensible in 
imitators. Generally it is the faults, not the perfections, which are 
imitated. Jesus was perfect ; He had no faults of speech or of action. 
The infinite and eternal issues involved in His life and work were too 
solemn to admit of any but the most perfect and godly adaptations of 
His work, its aims, and its ends. Among many of His perfect ways 
was His power of questioning-a power worthy of imitation by the 
preacher and the teacher. 
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The methods of Jesus were various: at one time the short compact 
and brimful sentence ; at another the expanded discourse ; at' one tim~ 
the parable, ~t another the miracle. His words, whether many or few, 
were full of hght and force, but they never showed the labour of the 
logician. His prose was full of the life and fire of poetry, but He never 
put His sentences into poetical numbers. A comrarison of His sayings 
and sermons with those of His apostles shows at once very striking con
trasts. Compare His sermon on the mount with Peter's sermon on the 
day of Pentecost ; or His discourse to the seekers of loaves and fishes at 
Capernaum with Paul's discourse to the men of Antioch, and the divinity 
of His style becomes evident. Very often He used the common proverbs 
of the day, which, as they dropped from His lips, flashed upon the 
underi!tandings of His hearers like vivid lightning. An able writer has 
said, " The close-linked arguments of the logician, the fervid rush of the 
oi:ator, the lofty music of the poet, were passed by as instruments not 
fitted to His hand by the great Teacher. The methods He selected were 
at once humbler antl higher, more familiar and prosaic in form, yet 
better suited to set forth the sublimest truths in full clearness, and to 
lodge them deeply in the soul. Sometimes He showed Himself a Master 
in the art for which Socrates was famed, of so putting questions as to 
compel His hearers to reach surprising and even unwelcome con
clusions." • 

Questioning was one of Christ's peculiar methods, but His questions 
were not experiments upon the snbtle sinuosities of corrupt human 
nature. He knew all that was in man, and needed not to find out any 
hidden secrets; He always sent the point of His question straight to its 
goal. He never questioned like an official examiner ; He never cross
questioned like a common legal pleader. His questions were always to 
the heart, or to the conscience, or to both. The author of " Ecce 
Homo" admired one trait in the character of Jesus, namely, "That 
men could listen to His talk, and ask Him questions." Yes, and if 
Christ's questions sometimes wounded, yet they often healed. The ques
tions of men often drew precious sentences from His lips, which remain for 
our comfort and edification. All the questions of Jesus have wholesome 
kernels, and the study of them has been to the writer precious hours 
spent with the Master. 

Sea storms often cause strange results ; Providence rides upon them 
to the accomplishment of great purposes. It was so when the great 
storm drove the little ship with Jesus on board to the coast of the 
Gadarenes. The powers of darknese had a poor victim there. The 
providence and grace of God brought the ship to that coast that the 
wretched slave of the demons might be delivered. So it came to pass 
that as Jesus landed He was met by the demoniac. It is certain that 
the powers of darkness do often come into conflict with the Lord over 
precious souls. All the annals of converting grace attest that. There 
are great, solemn, and mysterious operations in the spirit-world over the 
souls of the Lord's elect ; Satan never yields his claim to them without 
contest and struggle. 

When Jesus was come into the country of the Gadarenes, two men 
possessed with devils met Him ; they came out of the tombs, and were 
so terribly fierce that no one could safely pass that way. One of them, 

• W. Kennedy Moore, D.D. 
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a man who worP. no clothing, whom no one could bind, who rent asunder 
every fetter of rope or chain, who cut himself with stones and ma'de the 
w~ole neighbourhood _hideous and the night horrible with 1his howls, and 
cries, and groans ; this man ran forward to meet Jesus, and fell at His 
feet and worshipped Him. The devils that were in him at once took 
possession of his faculties, and they-not he-entered into conversation 
with Jesus. The Saviour asked the man a question, which he was not 
allowed to answer. I have no sympathy with modern theories about 
these devil-possession stories told so graphically in the New Testament : 
they were sad and humbling realities. 

"WHAT rs THY NAME?" Amid all the weird, gloomy, and terrific 
features of the case Jesus stands, calm, self-possessed, and compassionately 
ten~er, loo~ing upon the ~oor maniac. Looking at th~ man, looking at the 
devils, lookmg at the excited onlookers, and at the immeasurable differ
ence between the majestic calmness of the Saviour and the horror of the 
tormented victim, does not the question, " What is thy name ? " seem 
remarkable for its simplicity 1 It is indeed a striking instance of " the 
simplicity that is in Christ." The question was essentially one for the 
poor devil-tormented heart, it was a healing touch. 

Was the question addressed to the man or to the devils 1 Some 
expositors think it was to the latter; Neander, Farrar and others think 
it was to the man. Matthew and Luke say he had devils-not one, but 
many ; the answer given, not by the victim, but by the tormentors, was, 
"We are many.'' 'l'hey spoke for themselves, though with his tongue. 
I think the question was to the man, not to the devils; for as Neander 
says, " He directs His words to the man, seeks to get his attention, and 
to draw him into conversation, so as to prepare the way for further 
infl.ueDces. As a beginning, He asks the man his name." Personal 
consciousness and sense of manhood had been destroyed in him by the 
tyranny of the "many" devils who used his faculties for their own ends. 
Probably he had lost his own name, lost the memory and association of 
mother and wife, lost the pure and holy thoughts of home and child
hood. He had become unhumanized. If he is to be recovered, he must 
be led back to human thought and to human feeling. To recall his 
thought to his own name seems to me to have been Christ's motive. 
1'hus, having bidden the devils to come out of him, He recalled him to 
manly consciousness. 

It was long since any tender, loving sounds had fallen upon his ears; 
gentleness had not dared to approach him, he was abandoned to the 
restraints of physical forces. There needed a first humanizing word, one 
that would touch his own personal feeling, not the devil's, but his own: 
a word that would awaken distant memories of himself in better days. 
For that beneficent purpose Jesus asked, " What is thy name ? " in a 
manner so calm, so tender and serene, so powerful in Divine love and 
grace, that it broke the spell of devildom, and brought him to him
self. Grace manifested itself in real, genuine human feeling and 
sympathy. 

There is much in a name, whether it be one of reproach and shame, 
like Jacob, a supplanter, or likfl Israel, indicating one whose faith con
tends and prevails with God. We see in Christ's question something of 
His way of coming to sin-ridden souls, when He will set them at liberty 
from the bonds of iniquity. In such a spirit He went down to the 
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receipt of custom, and called Levi away from an ignoble to a noble 
service, and by His grace saved him. In such a spirit of love and grace 
He spake the no.me of Zacchrous when He called him down from the 
tree, and turned a p!188ion of curiosity into a life of joyful experience. 
But who can fathom the_ depth of that same spirit of love and pity 
which led to the secret, meeting between Christ and Peter after the 
resurrecUon? We have just a hint of it when the angel 11aid, "Go your 
way, tell His disciples-and Peter-that He is risen." When they 
came and told Peter that his name was specially mentioned, what would 
his feeling and thought be 1 That he should receive that special message 
in the name which hie denied Lord had so graciously given him, and 
which he had so ungraciously dishonoured. Again, we see that same 
love and grace when Jesus met and spoke to Saul of Tarsus, on his 
persecuting raid to Damascus: "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me 7" 
Christ only can open the human heart ; sovereign grace often uses a 
tender question for that purpose. 

There is one question asked by Jesus which possibly most of us may 
need to consider: "How wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out 
the mote out of thine eye ; and behold, a beam is in thine own eye 7 " 
(Matt. vii. 4). Men, like trees, must be known by their fruits, but how 
shall we know them, or be known by them without judging 7 To " judge 
righteous judgment" we must examine and exercise the faculty of judg
ment. Self-examination is a personal duty, and is profitable to those 
who will judge others. But what is the thought or idea against which 
Jesus is speaking 7 The Pharisees and Scribes were very much given to 
bitter, censorious condemnations of others who were not exactly of 
their sort. Thoughts, motives, and open actions which were not exactly 
up to or down to the measure of their standard were subject to their 
uncharitable censure. The Pharisee's allusion to the publican in the 
temple is a case to the point. The eyes with which they judged others were 
jaundiced by their own creeds. Snow is white, and coal is black, but, 
seen by a jaundiced eye, the white and the black seem to be yellow. 
Such judges are severe in their censure of others, and gentle towai:-ds 
their own faults. They remind us of the saying of an old sage: " Every 
man carries two wallets, one behind him, the other in front. Into the 
one behind him he puts his own faults, when he may' happen to find 
one, but he mostly ha.s it empty ; into the one in front he puts his 
neighbour's faults, and he usually has it full." Christ's disciples are 
not to be self-righteous before men, nor towards them. Chr,st does 
not need a volume, nor a treatise to show His disciples their duty in this 
matter ; He embodies all in a sharp-pointed question, " How long wilt 
thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye ; 
and behold, a beam is in thine own eye 1 " "Judge not, that ye be not 
judged." 

That was a very pointed question which Jesus put to Peter when he 
was sinking into the sea : " Wherefore didst thou doubt 7 " Those four 
words express a whole volume of expostulation to all disciples through 
all the ages. None of Christ's words are fugitive; they cannot be blown 
away by any wind, nor washed away by any wave ; they are engmven by 
the Hand of infinite wisdom upon the universal plane of Christian life, 
for who is there who never doubts ? 

Doubt is not a Christian virtue ; it may be human, but it is not 
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gracious. Satan never doubts, but his great occupation in the world is 
to inject doubt into the souls of the disciples; nor is that any wonder 
when we remember how he tempted Jesus to doubt His own Sonship. 
Peter's faith had unhesitatingly declared Jesus to be the Christ, the Son 
of God. But when Jesus proclaimed Himself to Peter-and the rest as 
He walked on the boisterous sea, Pete1· must needs test that saying, 
"Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come unto Thee on the water." Was there 
not a deep tinge of doubt in that request, " If it be Thou ? '' We are 
accustomed to speak of Peter's sinking as the result of his doubt ; and 
so it was, but there was doubt before. Peter, bidden to come, he slipped 
over the ship's side, and began to tread the waters ; but his heart was 
soon chilled by the boisterous wind and rolling waves, and, as he felt 
himself sinking, he cried out, " Lord, save me." He began to sink as 
we sometimes do, because he was walking by sight, not by faith. He 
"saw" the wind boisterous. Faith m.iy be wings to fly with; doubt is 
a millstone tied to the swimmer's feet. Faith looks away from 
circumstances to Christ ; doubt looks away from Christ to circum
stances. Faith sees the hand of Christ holding all circumstances 
with a firm, unfailing grip ; doubt hears the wind, feels the rolling 
waves, but cannot see the strong supporting Hand. This is what Christ's 
question chides : " Wherefore didst thou doubt 1" If faith were perfect 
it would have no impossibilities. " All things are possible to him that 
believeth." Dear, trembling child of God, Jesus is now saying to thee, 
" Wherefore, then, dost THOU DOUBT ? " 

A MIGHTY MAN. 
BY p ASTOR A. E. REALFF. 

"He went down and slew a lion in a pit in a snowy day. ''-1 Chron. xi. 22. 

WE have in this chapter" a catalogue of David's mighty men," and 
a brief summary of their deeds of valour. This was one of them, 

Benaiah by name. We may regard him as 

A FIGURE OF CHRI-ST, 

for his name signifies "Son of Jehovah," or "Whom Jehovah has 
built." Jesus is the man that is '' God's Fellow," for He is the Divine 
Son of the Divine Father. Therefore He said, "I and My Father are 
one." And as to His spotless and perfect humanity He is the man whom 
Jehovah built-" A body hast Thou prepared Me" (Heb. x. 5). 0 how 
He leapt down into the pit of fl!allen human nature, where His beloved 
Church lay in the ruins of the fall I All alone, and quite voluntarily, 
He grappled with the lion of hell ; aye, and by His own unaided 
strength He slew him too, i.e. in the sense of Heb. ii. 14. And now He 
says to each of His chosen, "Verily, verily I say unto you, If a man 
keep My saying, he shall never see death " (John viii. 51 ). No, Thou 
blessed Lamb, who art also "the Lion of the tribe of Juda," Thy saved 
ones shall neither see death natural nor death eternal. As to the 
former, Thou hast deprived it of its sting ; and as to the latter, this is 
the blessed assurance Thou hast given us, "Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that heareth My word, and believeth on• Him that, sent Me, 
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bath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation : but is 
passed from death unto life." 

We may also see in this mighty man 
A FIGURE OF EVERY BELIEVER, 

because what is true of Jesus in this respect is also in a measure true 
of all that are His. For is not each of them a son or a daughter of the 
Lord Almighty ? (2 Cor. vi. 18). Do they not all receive '' the adop
tion of sons ? " and are they not made " children " and "heirs," yea, 
"joint-heirs with Jesus Christ" (Rom. viii. 17) ? Concerning each of 
them it may be said, "This is one whom Jehovah hath built," for they 
are " all the children of God by faith in Christ J esas,'' being made " new 
creatures" in Him, " born from above," and " rooted and built up in 
Him." Each of these also is a Jehoiada (see former part of verse), 
which signifies " God knows,'' for we have " this seal-the Lord 
knoweth them that are His." And "these shall be Mine, saith the 
Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels." Therefore 
He saith, "Ask Me of things to come concerning My sons, and con
cerning the work of My hands command ye Me" (Isa. xlv. 11). And 
Jesus will not say to any one of these at the last day, "I never knew 
you,'' for He knows them every one-kaew them in the covenant of 
grace before the world be~an, and says, "In Thy book all My members 
were written." Habzeel is also their name, i.e. " God has gathe;red" 
them. Caiaphas siid, "It is expedient for as that one man should die 
for the people ; " and we are told that " this spake he not of himself : 
but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for 
that nation ; and not for that nation only, but that also he should 
gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad " 
(John xi. 52). Yes," He that scattered Israel will gather him and keep 
him as a shepherd doth his flock,'' and it is added, " therefore they 
shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together " &c. 
(Jer. xxxi. 10, 12). Now every one of these has 

"A. LION IN A PIT," 

For, are not the passions and lusts, which are deep down in the pit of 
corruption within the heart, comparable unto cruel beasts ? It may be 
a wild lion, but possibly a tame one, yet in either case it cannot be 
trusted. The lion is called "king of beasts," and its very nature is to 
be masterful ; such also is the nature of our carnal passions. In some 
people there lurks the wild beast of a violent temper-" a towering 
passion "-or a raging lust, of one sort or another; but in others it is 
the tame lion of selfishness, or covetousness-that " love of money which 
is the root of all evil "-or malice, envy, jealousy, uncharitableness, and 
so forth. Beloved readers, it is easy enough to see snch things in other 
persons, but let us look well each one after his or her own lion (Matt. 
vii. 1-5), because, . 

1'his lion in each believe;,- has to be slain, for "they that are Christ's 
have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts" (Galatians 
v. 24). Yes, though this "lion," whatever it may be, is as useful 
as a " right hand," or as precious to nature as a " right eye," it is to 
be cut off, or plucked out, or it will be the ruin of us. " Mortify 
therefore, your members which are upon the earth." We are exhorted 
to be ever puttin~ off the old_ man with his, ~e~ds. A.u~ every trnly 
renewed and gracious person, m whom the :Spmt of Chmt dwells, can 
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slay this lion in the strength of God, and 80 be one of great David's 
mighty ones, being ''strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might." 
·we can slay it, in 80 far as it may be slain, viz., so that its domineering, 
masterful influence does not govern om· life and conduct. Its prevailing 
power is broken now, and it will be utterly destroyed by our Lord by 
and by. This lion within our heart must therefore be continually shut 
up, repressed, starved, 80 that it cannot influence our life, character, 
words and deeds. 

0 yes, there are evils-awful evils-down deep below the surface of 
our lives, in the abyssmal caverns of the soul, which we would not have 
come up and manifest themselves for all the world ! We cannot help 
their being there, neither can we utterly destroy them, or eradicate them; 
but by the help of the Lord they shall never be visible or influential. 
And" He is able to m•ke all grace abound," for He has said," Sin 
shall not have dominion over you," and " God will bruise Satan under 
your feet shortly." Therefore we read the exhortation, " Let not sin 
therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof " (Rom. vi. 12). 

"Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 
to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and ever. Amen." 

NO CONDEMNATION. 

" Ther& is therefore no condemnation to them which a.re in Christ Jesus.' 
-Rom. viii. 1. 

SWEET, blessed word, there's" no condemnation," 
Once all my sins on Jesus were laid, 

Freed by His blood from Se.tan's dread thra.ldom, 
For evermore unblama.ble ma.de. 

Though oft in self-condemned and dismayed; 
E'en though my sins may ree.ch to the skies ; 

Yet with my Lord there's wondrous forgiveness, 
And by His grace I victor shall rise. 

Oft times by Sa.tan sorely accused, 
Downcast and weak, I tremble to pray ; 

Still there is mercy, saving and plenteous, 
Cleansed by its streams I hold on my way. 

When by the world despised and rejected, 
Clinging to Him, I count it but gain, 

Jesus hath died, and He is my Surety, 
Dauntless in Him my hopes shall remain, 

"No condemni;.tion," wond'ring I hear it, 
Freedom in life, salvation in death ; 

Sinful, and worthless, this is my comfort, 
Resting in what His covenant sa.ith. 

Oh precious truth, there's no condemnation," 
God's righteous judgments fright me no more, 

In that great day the bliss that it meaneth 
I then sha.11 know as never before. 

KA11E STAINES, 
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SUNSET RAYS. 
BY A GARDEN LABOURER. 

11 To Him give all the prophets witness, tha.t through His na.me, whosoever 
believeth sha.11 receive remission of sins."-Aots x. 48, 

11 And all bare Him witness, and wondered a.t the gracious words that 
proceeded out of His mouth."-Luke iv. 22. 

AND here, believer in Jesus, i3 thy mission in life, and here thy joy in 
death, to bear witness for Jesus, and to Jesus, proving, as Paul did, 

that Jesus is the Christ from the Scriptures, and proving that He is 
Christ in you, the Hope of glory by your life. The witness of a life in 
which Christ is evidently set forth as the Hope of life eternal is of great 
value, both in ·the sight of God as honouring Him (and He has declared 
that He will show His salvation) (that is manifested) feeling to the soul of 
them that honour Him) and to the Church around. To see a quiet, 
Christ-trusting, God-honouring soul shining in the words and ways of 
one who calls upon the name of Jesus is comforting to the companions 
who are in mature life, and to those who are in the heat and fierceness of 
the battle ; it is strength and energy to the young, it is instruction and 
emulation, and to the world around it is that which makes men say, 
"There is a God in Israel." And that man or woman shines and lives 
to His glory ; and thus, believer, " God is honoured" as Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, Jesus is exalted as the Saviour, the Holy Spirit as the 
Teacher and Comforter,and the Father Himself as" God over all," and the 
Church is comforted by one consistent life, while the world is admonished 
to take heed to their ways. And oh, believing man or woman, boy or 
girl, think when weeping, anxious, sorrowing friends shall stand around 
your dying bed, how their hearts will be comforted to think of the witneBB 
you have borne for Jesus, and how your own heart will be comforted, 
knowing that Jesus is your Jesus, He has been so always from :111 eter
nity, in fact, and in joy to your heart, from the day that He whispered 
"Thou art Mine," and you were enabled to answer, "I am Thine," and 
then to rejoice " with joy unspeakable and full of glory" in your heart, 
and say to those around, "I know that my Redeemer liveth," and " into 
His hands commit my spirit. Amen." Hallelujah, Amen. 

CHRIST'S SYMPATHY WITH HIS PEOPLE. 
"' FOR we have not an high priest that cannot be touched with t~e 

feeling of our infirmities.' Though now He hath none of His 
own, yet can He feel those of His people, and His feeling engage_th 
speedy relief. The reason the apostle gives for this sympathy of Christ 
with His people; is from Christ's experience when on earth: 'But was 
in all points tempted, like as we are, yet without sin.' The apostle 
delivers the mind of the Holy Ghost, about· Christ's sympathy 1 nega
tively, 'We have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities,' in which manner of expr~ssion he reflects on 
the meanness of the Levitical priests, to whom it was impossible to know 
and feel all the infirmities of the people, for whom yet they appea~ed 
before God. And he implies the affirmative stron~ly, · We h~ve an_ ~g~ 
priest which ca.n be (and is) touched with the feehng of_ our mfirm~t1es. 
How a sinless man, as Christ ever was, can be touched mth the feehng of 
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the infirmities of sinners, and many of these infirmities sinful ones; how a 
~lorified man, as Christ now is, exalted to, and possessed of the highest 
glory and bliss, can be, and is touched with the feeling of the infirmities of 
all His people, is what the Word plainly reveals to be believed, but 'tis not 
to be fully known till we come to heaven. But He is the Head, and all 
His people are Hi!! body, members of His flesh, and of His bones (Ephes. 
v. 30). A marvellous word! Can the flesh be torn, and the bones be 
broken, and the head not feel it ? Though He be glorified above what 
we can conceive, He is a living, sensible, and compassionate Head, and 
as nearly and closely united to His members now, as when they saw with 
their eyes, and heard with their ears, and with their hands handled the 
Word of Life (1 John i. 1). There is nothing ails a .poor believer 
in Christ, there is no groan riseth from his distressed heart, but it is 
immediately felt at the tender heart of the Lord Jesus, at the Father's 
right hand. We would groan and sing with the same breath, if we 
believed this firmly.''-R. Traill. 

SOME HISTORIC BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

III.-WEsT LONDON (continued). 

IN giving brief sketches of some of our most historic Baptist churches, it may 
be thought I am not doing justice to the leading ministers ; but the answer 
to any such apprehension is, that I purpose, by and bye, to give a series of 
papers on " Some Leading Baptist Pastors and Preachers in By-gone Days." 
But to proceed with the business now in hand, let us turn to 

JOHN STREET CHAPEL, 

Bedford Square, Holborn, which was once upon a time the centre of the 
spiritual activities of two notable Baptist pastors, both of whom had seceded 
fr-0m the denomination known as the Church of England. While in the Establish
ment they became convinced-by more careful study of the Scriptures-(1) 
that. the connection of Church and State is wrong ; (2) that infant sprinkling ( or 
so-called child-baptism) is a most mischievous error; and (8) that the immer
sion of believers in water-in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost-upon public profession of their repentance toward God and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ is the only Scriptural Christian baptism. For 
the first of these two brethren, namely, Rev. J. H. Evans, M.A., John Street 
Chapel was built, by a friend of his, Mr. H. Drummond, M.P. It was first 
opened for public worship in October, 1818. There is sitting accommodation 
in the chapel alone for 1,300 people. 

For nearly thirty years Mr. E,•ans continued to labour here with 
unabated zeal till, early in 1847, his health gave way, on which account, in 
1848, he retired ; and on December 1st, 1849, he died. His remains were 
interred in Highgate Cemetery, and, by his own direction, upon his tombstone 
was carved the words :-"God be merciful to me a sinner." 

Then came the purchase of the property by the Baptist Church wor
shipping there ; after which, by most wonderful leadinge of Divine Pro
vidence, the Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel, M.A. (the second of the two 
brethren to whom I referred above), seceded from the ecclesiastical Establish
ment, left St. John's Church, Bedford Row, was baptised in John Street 
Chapel, and accepted the call of ihe Church to become their pastor. Mr. 
Noel was brother to the first Earl of Gainsborough. In 1828, after having 
graduated and taken his degree as M.A. at Trinity College, he had commenced 
his ministry at St. John's Church, where he was so popular as a preacher that 
it was always difficult to obtain a seat. He was for a time one of the Royal 
Chaplains, and preached occasionally in the Chapel Royal at St. James's, and 
alt10 at Whitehall. 
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But that was the memorable day, August 9th, 1849, when, as a 
saved sinner, a believer in the Lord ,Jesus Christ, and a follower of the 
Lamb, he was publicly baptised in John Street Chapel by a Baptist minister, 
Mr. C. Shepherd. Another equally red-letter occasion being hie public recog
nition ae Pastor of the Baptist Church worshipping there, on March 19th, 1850. 

For nearly twenty years did Baptist Noel continue his marvellous ministry 
in John Street, preaching-not to please people's fancies, but-that he might 
be the Lord's instrument in saving men ; not to lull them in a deceitful peace, 
but to induce them to fly to Jesus for refuge. Mr. Noel was one of the 
founders of the London City Mission. 

On July 15th, 1868, Baptist Noel retired from the John Street ministry
the church presenting him with a testimonial of £1,000. In responding, 
Mr. Noel announced his intention in future to devote himself to evangelistic 
work, and in this he laboured till called home to rest on January 19th, 1873. 

Since 1868, John Str-eet Chapel has experienced varying fortunes. The 
property was thoroughly renovated a few years ago, when Mr. Frank S. W. 
Nicholson commenced his ministry there. 

I promise (D.V.) to give "Soho " next month. SAMUEL BA)i!KS. 
The Harbinger, Southwood Road, New Eltham, Kent, October. 

THE PULPIT, •rHE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

'' Britain's Sins and Jehovah's Mer
cies." Being the substance of a 
sermon preached at Emmanuel Bap
tist Chapel, Plymouth, by E. M. 
Bacon, together with an addendum 
on the postponed Coronation. Price 
twopence each, or one shilling and 
sixpence per dozen, post free. May 
be obtained of Messrs. A. S. Har
bord, 8, ·St. George's Terrace, Ply
mouth ; A. Wingate, 8, Chedworth 
Street; Plymouth ; or of the author, 
Headland Park, Plymouth. 

THIS sermon was delivered in connec
tion with the restoration of peace in 
South Africa. Taking Hosea xi. 8, 9 
(" How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? 
how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how 
shall I make thee as Admah ? how 
shall I set thee as Zeboim? My heart 
is turned within Me, My repentings 
a.re kindled together. I will not exe
cute the fierceness of My anger, I will 
not return to destroy Ephraim; for I 
am God and not man : · the Holy One 
in the midst of thee ") for his text, the 
author draws a parallel between Israel 
and England, and Jehova.h's dealings 
with both. England is arraigned, and 
her sins declared. A trio of abomina
tions in the religious world are exposed 
-Ritualism, Roman.ism, and Ration
alism. These are truthfully depicted, 
and the evil of them denounced. An
other trio of evils, which infect the 
land at large, a.re also dealt with. The 
Love oj Pleasure; Drunkenness; and 
Debauchery, Also the proud, boasting 

spirit, and vain confidence in our re
sources, which has so much prevailed, 
is denounced. Jehova.h's mercies a.re 
contrasted with England's sins, and 
some hopeful signs a.re noted, a.s well 
as useful lessons drawn. The charges 
made are, alas, fully justified by the 
facts of the case, and Mr. Bacon does 
not exaggerate in his statements. We 
need this outspokenness in the pulpit. 
The prophets of old did not fail to re
prove the people for their wickedness. 
Ministers must not indulge a guilty 
silence. God has claims upon the 
nation, and these claims must be en
forced. We are not surprised that 
those who heard this sermon delivered 
desired it to be published. We com
mend it to our readers. 

'' Affirmation," a Sermon by T. Brad
bury. Hon. Sec. of the Publishing 
Committee, 16, Ma.Hort Road, Den
mark Park. Camberwell, S.E., price 
one penny. Two copies monthly, 
post free, two shillings and sixpence 
per annum. 

MB. BRADBURY deals in covenant veri
ties. All his sermons a.re full of Bible 
truth. Lovers of the savoury :::neat of 
the Gospel will enjoy the feast here 
prepared a.nd presenti,d. The author 
shows no sign of exhaustion. His bow 
abides in strength, and ea.eh sermon is 
fresh, a.nd wet with the dew of the 
Spirit. " Affirmation" is not a. whit 
behind any of the preceding sermons. 
What can we say more ? 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES, 

HAU'•YEARLY MEETING. 
BEING favoured with a fine day, a l!'Ood 
number of pastors,delegates and friends 
gathered at Salem Chapel, Richmond, 
!In Oct. Uth, for our half-yearly meet
in1r. 

The President (pastor R. Mutimer) 
occupied the chair, and the afternoon 
proceedings were o_pened by the singing 
of tbe hymn, "0 God, our Help in ages 
past." After the reading of a part of 
Mark xiv. by the chairman, pastor C. 
Guy, of Gravesend, invoked the Divine 
blessing. 

In welcominl!' the pastors and dele
l!'ates in a hearty manner, brother 
Mutimer made some pithy observations 
concerning the Church. He said : God 
has only one immortal interest in this 
world, and that is His Churoh, What 
an honour to be identified with the 
Church I We rejoice that the Church 
has a right to be here and also a busi
ness to attend to, and I hope each one 
will realise he is of some importance in 
connection with the service of Christ 
and the Church of the living God, A 
text I want to draw your attention to is 
in the 17th of John and the 18th verse, 
•· As Thou hast sent Me into the world, 
even so have I also sent them."' Do we 
reool!'nise what our mission and com
mission is 1 It is of high standing, and 
not too high. God help us never to 
lower the position He has called us to. 
His mission into the world was a _great 
one ; He came to do a work, and did it. 
The Cbnrch receives her mission 
through Him, Had it not been for the 
mission of our Lord and Master, the 
Church to-day would have no mission ; 
but since His mission preceded ours, He 
has left us to occupy in His name, and 
may we ever realise the importance of 
occupying in the Master's name. It is 
to carry on the work which HE' has be
queathed to us,and since it is His work, 
He must stand first and foremost in 
matters in connection with His king
dom-must not be put into the back
l!'round. " Seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness." Since He 
has commanded, we are under an obli
gation to Him to do what He has com
manded and commissioned, He has 
filled us with life and activity, and that 
must be for Him who gave His life for 
us. We find, as we look at this verse, 
there must be a correspondence between 
the mission of the Master and that ot 
the Church, We admit the standing 
is very high. He came into the world 
by Divine authority. The Church has 
also a Divine authorit;v for her mission 
in the world, Certamly He came by 
His will. If He had not willed to come 

into the world, none could have 
demanded it ; but He did come with 
the full assurance of the will of His 
F~ther, and. if anyone would question 
His authority He could prove His 
credentials easily : I have an authority 
from My Father; I have a right to take 
the book from the throne and publish in 
the J?lains of time what was done in 
eternity ; and this is where ·we must 
take our stand. We are here with a 
~ivi~e authority to do the will. and 
b1dd1ng of Him who has completed a 
glorious work and left us to make 
known_ that work in our day. Do we 
recognise that we have an authority in 
t!iis world? Take it away ·and we are 
like Samson shorn of his looks, without 
st~ength ; but realising this, we are 
m1g!ity, and shall be through Him. 
Again, the Master needed Divine 
anointing for the work God had called 
Him to do. As a Man and Mediator, 
He required that which He did not 
possess, and He was anointed. He needed 
that anointing. The Church lacks power 
because she laoks anointing. As servants 
of God, what are we without anointing, 
without the Holy Ghost? But realising 
this, we are strong for service, strong 
to do His bidding and His work. Let a 
man have any amount of education, if 
he has not this anointing he lacks the 
principal thing. We have no power 
with man apart .from power with God. 
What principle was it that moved the 
Master in this direction ? Certainly 
without a motive He never could have 
done the work. '\Vhat was it ? · 

"Nothing brought Him from above, 
Nothing but redeeming love." 

This is the principle whioh must move 
us, that mustmovetheChurch of God to
day. What is the extent of the Church's 
love for never-dying souls ? It is not 
merely enough to be orthodox. We 
must be all that, but what is the extent 
of our love for souls? He saw the con
d,tion of man, that he needed redemp
tion-salvation, and love moved Him Go 
do, and should move us to tell the old, 
old story. What were the objects He 
had in view? It was God ward and 
ma.nward. He oa.me to reveal ·the 
Father and save that whioh was 
lost. Let it be the same with us, 
Let us reveal God as He is reve!l.led in 
His Word, and let it be our business to 
seek and to save men, We have not to 
make an atonement, but to speak of the 
atonement whioh has been ma.de; and 
as we proclaim the Gospel, God through 
it does reach and bring souls to Him
self; He had faith in the work. Have 
we who are servants of God faith in His 
Gospel? Some, it seems, have no faith 
in it, for the_y have left it ; we have 
faith in it. Let us prea.oh it in its ful-
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ness. We will not give up our faith, 
for the Gospel has not lost its power. 
Let us get it to the forefront, and 
allow nothing to be substituted in its 
place. Have we not the same assurance 
that He had that God would be with 
Him? We have read to-day that He 
will. Have we not the assurance of 
Divine success? He believed He would 
be successful, and so should we. There 
is•no need to doubt when the Gospel is 
preached but that there will be signs 
following. There is one other solemn 
thought. The Master, after entering 
upon that great mission, had to render 
an aooount to God. Have we been 
loyal? Are we loyal to the commission 
that He has entrusted to our care ? I 
hope we are, that we shall not blush 
when we have to render an account to 
Him. We have a right to be here and 
to occupy in His name till HI! come. 
God grant we may be loyal to Him, and 
not allow Him to be dishonoured since 
we have maintenance from the King's 
palace. 

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting 
having been read, J.E. Flegg reported 
the visit of himPelf and the President 
as deputation to the Annual Meeting of 
the Norfolk and Suffolk Association. 

The following were elected as Officers 
for the year 1903-4. President, R. E. 
Sears ; Vice-President, E. White; 
Treasurer, H. Clark; Hon. Solicitor, J. 
Mote ; Auditors, Messrs. A. Steele, and 
W. S. Mill wood : Secretaries, F. T. 
Newman, J. J. Fromow, and J. E. 
Flegg ; Committee, Messrs. Abral_lams, 
Appleton, Beecher, Cooper, Fricker, 
Guy, Holden, Ince, Jones, Mutimer, 
Pallett, Pickett, Robinson, Vine, and 
West, and ex-officio Members. 

Brother G. W. Thomae informed the 
meeting that the capital of the Bene
volent Fund now stood at over £2,000. 

Mr. H. Clark then moved the adoption 
of suggestions which had been sent to 
eaoh Delegate, for the formation of 
Home Mission. After some discussion, 
it being thought these suggestions 
traversed similar ground to that covered 
by Rules 2 and 8 of the Association, it 
wasagreed that a sob-Committee should 
be appointed to carry out these Rules on 
the line of the suggestions. 

On the invitation of pastor T. Jones, 
it was agreed to hold the Annual Meet
ings at" Zion," Yew Cross. 

The friendR were then entertained in 
the Central Hall, the tea being given by 
the Church at Richmond, the proceeds 
going to the General Fund. 

The eveninll' meeting was opened with 
the hymn "Come Thou fount of every 
bleseing ,n' The Vice-President. read 2 
Oor. iii. Brethren Abbott, P11rk1ss, and 
Dale, prayed. 

A heany vote of thanks to the Chnroh 
at Richmond, moved e.nrt Peoonded by 
Messrs. Steele and Abbott respectively, 

wae unanimously given, to which Mr. 
T. Robinson responded. The collection 
was taken, and with the proceeds of the 
tea, amounted to over £14. 

An excellent sermon was then proaohed 
by pastor H. T. Chilvers, from the wordP, 
" le the Spirit of the Lord strn.itened?" 

JAMES E. FLEGG, 

CLAPHAM (REB0B0TH). -Harvest 
thanksgiving services were held on 
September 16th, 1902. Brother Bush 
preached in the afternoon from Mark 
vi. 88. The preacher wae greatly helped, 
and spoke of the loaves of redemption 
and perfect liberation from sin, to
gether with the living bread of peace 
and promise. The evening meeting was 
presided over by our esteemed brother, 
Mr. J. Cooper, of Wandsworth,who read 
and graciously expounded Psalm civ. 
Brother Mundy engaged in prayer, after 
which our pastor spoke on the supply
ing hand of God, referring to Paul's 
words. "My God shall supply all your 
needs," &c. Brother Parnell made a 
few remarks on John iv. 85, "Lift op 
your eyes and look on the fields, for 
tbey are white already to harvest;' 
emphasizing the need of lifting up our 
ey_es. Brother Brown gave a ~avoury 
address from Psa. lxv. 9. Brother 
James Clark spoke from the words of 
God to Noah, " While tbe earth re
maineth, seed-time and harvest, summer 
and winter, day and night, shall not 
cease." Collections fair, supplemented 
by our chairman's kindness.-J 0SEPB 
ARNOLD. 

WALTHAM ABBEY (EBENEZER) .
Harvest thanksgivinir services were 
held on September 18th. A goodly 
number assembled in the afternoon to 
hear our esteemed brother F. C. Holden 
(of Limehouse), who for nearly twenty 
years has occupied the same position on 
these occasions. The words hA directed 
onr attention to were from Paa. cxix. 
65, "Thou hast dealt well with Thy 
servant, 0 Lord, according to Thy 
word." The preacher led o• to consider 
that in dealing well with His servants 
He deals wisely, bountifully, graciously, 
kindly and faithfully. After the ser
vice the friends assembled in the 
schoolroom for tea. At 6.15 a public 
meeting was held. In the absence of 
J. Piggott, of Bexley, who was unable 
to be present through illness, Mr. 
Holden presided. The meeting com
menced with "0 for a heart prepared 
to sing." Psalm cxlv. wa~ read, and 
brother W. Newoombe prayed. A tele
gram was sent to Mr. Piggot~ expres~
in<? the sympathy of the meetmg- m his 
affliotion. After again singing, Mr. 
Churoh addrP•sed u• from Gen. xl. H, 
"Think on Me, when it shall be well 
with thee." Mr. C. Hewitt, from Psalm 
lxxii. 16, led us to consider the ha.ndful 
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of corn and various other handfule 
which, under the power of God. resulted 
in great blessing. · Mr. E. Langford 
followed with the words of Eliphaz, 
"Acquaint now thyself with Him, and 
be at peace" (Job xxii. 21),giving good 
advice to us. The song of "Grace, 'tis 
a charming sound,'• ascribing all the 
glory to God, did us good, while the 
congregation irave liberally to the col
lection. Mr. Nash spoke of the q,iestion 
addressed to Jesus, "Art Thou He that 
should come, or look we for another? " 
(Luke vii. 19). Brother S. Mason re
minded us from Psa. xxiii. that "Surely 
l,'oodness and mercy shall follow thee." 
The writer's thoughts of the harvest 
suggested to the mind greatness. Har
vest prospects are not always chee~ing 
in some localities, but we must remem
ber that God has a big field whereby He 
supplies us with ripened grain and 
luscious fruit, even from all parts of 
the world. If the present harvest leads 
us to this, what will the great harvest 
be when "Unto Him shall the gather
ing of the people be 1 "-J. P. 

ALDRINGHAM.-The members of 
the Young People's Week-night Bible
class were entertained by the pastor on 
Saturday, October 11th. During and 
after tea a thoroughly enjoyable time 
was spent. Readings, recitations, and 
special music wer3 given by the mem
bers. During the evening Mr. Merling 
referred to the usefulness of the class, 
which is conducted by him in a speci
ally appropriate n:.anner for young 
people, a notable feature being the 
opportunities l!'iven for good Scriptural 
discueeion. Nearly thirty eat down to 
tea, most of whom are regular attend
ants ; and we ca.n only hope that such 
classes will be more general to draw 
and unite the young people around the 
glorious truths of the best Book. The 
difficulty so often met with in country 
districts of finding a central meetinl!'
place bas been met in our case by Mr. 
and M:re. Oxborrow kindly pluing their 
bouee at our diepoeal.-J ACOB. 

CHELMSFORD. - On October 8th 
the openinl!" meeting of the winter 
session of the Tuesday evening Bible
class was held. At six o'clock a !l'Oodly 
number of class members and friends 
eat down to an excellent tea provided in 
the schoolroom, which was followed by 
a public mFeting, under the presidency 
of our clase president and pastor, Mr. 
Boulton, who read Isa. Iv. and earnestly 
sought the Lord's blessing. This was 
followed by a few well-chosen remarks 
by him on the llth verse of ha. Iv., 
more especially the two words, "My 
word." Addresses were also given by 
the following .3ible-claee members
Mr. F. Whybrow, from the word 
"Unity;" Mr. Goodall, from Ephes. iv. 

27; Mr. Goodwin, from John vii. 111and 
Mr. Parsonage. Our esteemed friend, 
Mr. Cottee, deacon, then spoke very 
encouraginir words from the text, " Be 
not weary in well doing," &o.-F. J. H. 

DOVER (PENTSIDE).-On October 
let services were held to recognise 
pastor D. Witten (late of Aylesbury) as 
pastor of the Church, The services 
commenced at three o'clock, when 
pastor G. W. Thomas, of Watford, 
preached from Aote xvi. 17; it was the 
charge to the Church and pastor. 
Pastor Thomae advised every member 
of the Churcli to think well of their 
pastor, and to look after his temporal 
needs ; if the Church would do their 
duty, their pastor would ·be more able 
to look after the spiritual needs of his 
flock. He also advised none to hinder 
the pastor in the Lord's work. Another 
thing was that the Church had not 
hired Mrs. Witten ; her work was at 
home, He hoped the Church would 
never be guilty of fault-finding. He 
prayed that brother Witten might be 
spared many years to preach in the 
future, as in the past, the pure Goepel 
of Christ as a Saviour, and be a witness 
for God and truth in Dover. Tea was 
provided at 5.30, and a good number sat 
down. In the evening, at 6.30, a public 
meeting was held in the chapel, where 
a large gathering assembled. The chair 
was taken by J. P. Syckelmore, Esq. 
After singing a hym~ pastor Jeffs, of 
St. Albans, read the word, and pastor 
Burnett, of Eythorne, offered prayer 
both for the Church and pastor. After 
a hymn the chairman gave an address, 
giving pastor Witten a hearty welcome 
to Dover as a worthy servant of Jesus 
Christ. After that one of the deacons 
j!'ave a short account of the way the 
Church gave brother Witton a call to 
the pastorate. He said that the Church 
bad been for a long time waiting on 
the Lord, and God directed them to 
pastor Witton. Pastor Witten gave hie 
version of the dealings of God with him 
in leading and guiding him to accept 
the call of Penteide, and gave a full 
confession of faith. Pastor G. W. 
Thomae l,'ave a very stirring address 
on the family tie of Church and pastor; 
they were one, and one of the great 
faI&ily of Jesus Christ, He dwelt on the 
wonderful love of God, His great kind
ness, and remarkable way of answer
ing prayer. The Church at Pentside 
a.eked God to send them a shepherd, and 
He directed the feet of brother Witton 
to be their pastor. W. D. Atkins, Eeq., 
president of the Free Church Council, 
gave a most hearty welcome to pastor 
Witten as a minister of the Gospel. He 
was thankful to the Lord for directing 
this man of God to Dover to help them 
as a Free Church Council to oarry on 
the great work, and more than ever, at 
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the present eduoational orisis. He 
prayed God that Mr. Witton would be 
suoh a power in Dover ae he had been 
in AyleBbury, He said, when a bo71 

~ome of hie best hours were spent m 
Pentside. Although a Wesleyan, he 
should never forget the mauy ha.pry 
hours he spent listening to Mr. Austm. 
We then had an address by E. N. K. 
Knott, Esq., Chief Constable of Dover, 
on" Brotherly love." He said nothing 
was so precious to a minister as the 
.love of the Church to their pastor. If 
the Churoh did not love, there was no 
growth, there was no peace, no happi
ness : it would surely wither away. 
.Mr. Pierce gave a stirring address, and 
spoke of brother Witton ae a faithful 
and honest servant of Jesus Christ. 
Pastor Jeffs, of St. Albans, gave prac
tical advice both to Church and pastor, 
.We were very pleased to see with ue 
many friends from other denominations 
ae well as from sister Churches, We 
ha.d splendid colleotions, and one of the 
most remarkable days in the history of 
this Church, and we believe that this is 
the Lord's doing, and earnestly pray 
that the power of the Holy Ghost may 
abundantly rest upon His servant 
Witton. We closed the meeting by 
singin,~ "All hail the power of Jean's 
name. -R, J. HUGHES. 

SHELFANGER.-Thanl!:sgiving ser
vioes were held on Tuesday, October 7, 
1902. About forty persons attended the 
publio tea. At the after-meeting pastor 
A. J. Jarrett pr,esided, and addresses 
were given by pastor J. Dunham (Old 
Buckenham), Mr. Elsey (Shelfanll"er), 
pastor F. H. Gorham, and Mr. W. R. 
.Berry (Kenninghall). The chapel was 
. very neatly decorated with harvest 
p_~oduce, and harvest hymns were sung. 
The proceedings, which were of a very 
spiritual nature, were closed by singing 
the Doxology and Benediotion. 

, BIGGLESWADE (PB0VIDJllNCE). -
Harvest thanksgiving services were 
held on Wednesday, September 17th. 
Mr. Barnes, pastor of Beulah Chapel. 
Harrow-road, London, preached in the 
aftetnoon and evening from Isa. xxviii. 
24, 2&. There was a good congregation 
in the evening. A public tea was pro
vided between the services. Collections 
were made on behalf of the Cause.
E. S. KING. 

HIGH WYCOMBE (ZI0N).-On Mon
day, September 22nd, we held our 
222nd anniversary. Mr. J. Clark. of 
Bethnal Green, set before us a "feast 
of fat things." Two sound Gospel 
sermons were preaohed-in the after
noon from the words, "Cast down 
but not destroyed." (1) In what sense 
God's people may be oast down: oiroum
stantially, like Jaoob, who was judging 

from the outward appearance of thing~, 
and said, "All these things are against 
me;" in consequence of our little under
standing in God's Word, &c. (2) Why 
does the Lord permit Bis people to be 
oast down: to deepen their appreciation 
of His Holy Word, to show the power 
of Divine grace, to sweeten trials and 
to support under the same, to streng
thening their faith, to distinguish true 
believers from false. to conform them 
to the image of His dear Son. (3) 
How are they " not destroyed ? " In 
their relationship to God they are 
"heirs of God and joint-heirs with 
Christ" in their free-grace standin_g, in 
the righteousness of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, justified by His completeness, 
in their privileges in time of need they 
are protected, supported, &c. (4J Why 
·are they not destroyed? Because they 
are built upon an immovable founda
tion-the eternity of God's love, cove
nant, and grace. In the evening the 
words were, "But once in the end of the 
world bath He appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself." Two 
important truths were brought before 
us. (1) His visit. By this visit of our 
Lord is unfolded His Divine sove
reignty, faithfulness, condescension, 
and love. (2) The object for which He 
came-viz., to put sm away. He ap
peared to put awe.y sin, and He did it. 
Sin must be removed from three 
planes, or we shall never enter heaven 
-viz , from the memory of God, from 
the law's record, and from the sinner's 
conscience. This is only a very brief 
outline. Over a hundred sat down to 
tea. Much sympathy· was manifested 
towards our beloved pastor in his heavy 
trial, his dear wife havin!l' been in the 
furnace of affliction for over five years • 
Many prayers ascend that he may be 
supported and lon!l' spared to us. 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH.-On Sunday 
and Monday, September 21st and 22nd, 
we were once again favoured to hold our 
anniversary servioes. With a thankful 
heart we record the faithfulness of our 
Covenant God by whom we have been 
upheld through another year. He had 
opened to us His good treasure, and 
from it granted us all we have needed; 
yea, has crowned us with lovingkinn
ness and tender mercy. On the Sunday 
brother Peters (of Whittlesea) preached 
to appreciative audiences, and on 
Monday brother Mitchell w•s with us, 
and notwithstanding bodily weakness 
was enabled to sweetly proolaim the 
glorious Gospel with much power and 
sweetness. This is our brother's first 
visit to Irthlingborough, but many hope 
he may come again. The collections, 
after deducting expenses, were handed 
to the pastor. We feel we have great 
oanse to praise the Lord for His good
ness, and from mercies bestowed to take 
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courage, saying, "I will go in the 
strength of the Lord." 

WOOD GREEN. 
T~F! tenth anniversary services of Park 
Rtdmgs Snnday-sohool were held on 
Septembe~ 28th and 30th. Our pastor 
~S. Hntchmson) preached in the morn
mg from the word~, " What doest thou 
here, Elijah?" addressed the scholars in 
th!' afternoon, his text being "What 
thmk ye of Christ 1 " and preached a 
good Gospel sermon in the evening 
from " I, if I be lifted up, will draw all 
men unto Me." 

The Tuesday following our brother 
:,_ E. Flegg, of Wandsworth, preached 
m the afternoon from "One generation 
shall praise Thy works to another and 
shall declare Thy mighty acts" (Psa. 
cxlv. 4). 

After the scholars and friends bad 
had tea ~be evening meeting was held. 
The chair was taken by brother Simpson 
(of Soho Chapel). A pitrt of Exod. iv. 
was read, and brother W. P. Pickett, of 
Watford, asked the Divine blAssing. 

The secretary (brother C. E. Waller) 
then read the report of the past year's 
W<!rk. It stated they felt they could 
raise another Ehenezer to the Lord 
Although comparatively speakin3" ther~ 
had not been such blessing as m past 
years, yet they depended noon the 
promise of God's Word. Thankfulness 
was expressed for the Lord having sent 
a pastor and president. The number of 
scholars on the books was 106; and tbe 
average attendance was-morning 24 
and afterno!>n 67. The Young Women'~ 
Class was in a flonri~hing C'lndition. 
:r'he annual Parents' Meeting was held 
m January, when suitable recitations 
were given by the scholars, and pastor 
Vy. F. Waller and our President de
livered addresse@. On July 14th the 
annual excursion took place to Ching. 
ford. An address has been given by our 
pastor to the children on the third 
Sunday of each month, when the 
prayer-meeting for them was held. 
The amount collected in the boxes in 
the Pchool during the year for the 
Strict Baptist Mission was £7 13s. 2d. 
An affectionate appeal was made for 
-books for the library. Financially the 
books show a balance in hand of 
between £4 and £5. 

The cha!rman made some interesting 
remarks with regard to his asMociation 
with brother Hutchinson and de
scribed him in a sentence-.'' An honest 
man." Our chairman also gave us 
some encouraging words from II Feed 
My lambs," and also the promise in the 
chapter read, ' Fear not, I will be with 
thy mo~t!i,." concluding_ his remarks by 
empha~1zmg tho necessity of a Christ
like love in teaching. 

Pastor Chisnall moved the adoption 
of the report, and directed our minds to 

Neh. v. 9, "Think upon me, O my God, 
for good,'' 

Pastor J. E. Flegg seconded the same, 
!'nd pointed out that part of it refer• 
mg to the library books-stated that 
the books that were needed were not 
those the donors oared not to read 
themselves. Some very interesting 
wor~s were given by our brother on the 
portion, "There go the ships.'' 

Brother Scoones, of Watford next 
directed his remarks to the te~ohers 
a~d interestingly sketched that Bible~ 
picture-Our Lord feeding the hungr'\" 
multitude.. As teachers the words are 
applicable : "Give ye them to eat;" If 
you would be a useful Sunday-school 
teacher you must be in fellowship with 
Jesus, must have an eye to see their 
need, an ear to hear their sorrows and a 
heart to feel for them. Just 'bring 
your lesson and little ones to Jesus 
and go forward. ' 

Brother Steele also was helped to en
courage the teachers. His words were 
the Master's words-" Go teach " not 
11 Go save." • 

Our pastor welcomed the brethren 
who had come to cheer and help us, and 
made an appeal on behalf of the school 
workers to the Church calling the 
teachers their missiona;ies and the 
Sund!'-y•school teaching their work. 

This encouraging meeting concluded 
by praise and prayer, the collection 
realising £5 13s. lld, 

The second annual tea in connection 
with the Open-air Mission was held on 
Saturday, October 4th. About 50 friends 
sat down to tea, and our pastor (Mr. S. 
Hutchinson) presided at the social 
gathering afterwards. A part of I 
Cor. ii. was read, and brother J. P. 
Pickett asked for the Lord's blessing. 
After a hymn, brethren A. Pickett, 
Bunyan, C. E. Waller, and Kyte offered 
short prayers. 

A report was read, which stated how 
marked was the Lord's blessing. 
Twenty-one servioes had been held 
about 35 addresses were delivered, and 
close upon 11,000 Bible leaflets dis
tributed to passers-by. Thankfulness 
was expressed for unity in the work, 
and also for the staying of the rain just 
at the time the services were held. 

Our pastor and president's address 
was conoerninl!' "The Open-air Speaker's 
Master," and directed us to four passages 
of the Word in which the word" Master" 
occurs, and in different senses. 

Brother C. E. Waller spoke upon" The 
Open-air Speaker's Qualifications," and 
his main points were, that he needed (1) 
the grace of God in his heart ; (2) to be 
ordained by God to preach; (3) to be 
destitute of worldlines!, pride, and 
selfishness; ( 4) should be spiritual, 
earnest, reverent, truthful, and apt to 
teach, nobleminded and thoughtful. 

Brother Turner's subject was " The 
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Op•n·air Speaker's Preparation.'' The 
preparation for open-air speaking was 

. a godly and blameless life, prayer and 
study of the Word. 

Brother Kyte brought before us "The 
Open-air Speaker's Message.'' He said 
the centre and circumference of hie 
message was the Lord J esue Christ. 
Hie message includes condemnation for 
sin. It ie a message of love, a meseage 
of salvation through mercy, and a 
message of peace. 

Brother Orowhurst dwelt upon "The 
Open-air Speaker's Authority," Open
air speaking would be useless without 
the authority of the Word of God. The 

-portion pointed to wae that in connec
tion with the marriage feast at Cana: 
"Whatsoever He eaith unto you do it." 
J eeue says, " Follow Me I " It ia oura to 
preach the Word, to be instant in eeaeon 
and out of season; and the Christian 
hae every authority for preachin!f the 
-Gospel in the open-air. Hie promise ie 
ours-" Lo, I am with you alway.'' 

Brother J. P. Pickett very suitably 
concluded the speeches by taking the 
eubject-"The Open-air Speaker's Re
-ward." (I) He hae a reward in hie own 
·conscience, (2) In the result of hie 
labours. (3) When hie work ie done. 
"Well done, good and faithful servant, 
enter ye into the joy of your Lord." 

BERMONDSEY (SPA·BOAD). -The 
fifty-eighth anniversary of the Church 
wae commemorated on Sunday, Sept. 
28th, when sermons appropriate to the 
occasion were preached by the pastor 
(A. Steele). On the following Wednes
day, October 1st, a public meeting wae 
held, presided over by W. S. Mill wood, 
Eeq. After a thoughtful and instruc
tive introduction by the chairman, the 

. meeting was addressed on interesting 
spiritual . topics by the brethren B. 
Brain, J.' 'Hall, T. Jones, and A. J. 
Voysey. The pastor added a few words, 
and thanked the chairman and speakers 
for their kind llllld Christian services, 
and the friends who had gathered to 
testify their interest in the Cause, as 
well ae for their liberality on the 
·occasion. 

presidAncy of Mr. F. J. Catchpole. The 
secretary1 Mr. E. W. Thomae, read the 
report wnicb showed that they had had 
difficulties innumerable to encounter. 
Their late secretary (his brother) had to 
resign owing to hie being removed in 
business to Grinstead, and that necessi
tated hie (the speaker's) resigning his 
position as teacher of a boy's class. Mr. 
Woolidge had kindly consented to fill 
that vacancy. The next difficulty was 
when Mr. 0. W. Sears, their superin
tendent, sent in his resignation, which 
came as a great blow to them. How
ever, despite their many difficulties, 
God had blessed them. The annual 
Christmas entertainment in connection 
with the Sunday-school and Band of 
Hope took place early in the year. The 
prize meeting was held on March 18th. 
'fhe Scripture examination took place 
on March 14th, and the result was very 
satisfactory. They united with the 
scholars and friends of New Cross on 
July 14th, and had their annual 
excursion to Hooley Farm, Coulsdon, 
Surrey. The young were being eagerly 
sought for by those around ; especially 
were the friends of Rome seeking to get 
them, but they prayed that they might 
be frustrated. 'fhe report then referred 
to the Education Bill, which was 
another instance (and a painful one, 
too) of how the friends of Rome and 
Ritualism were endeavouring to capture 
the young. '£hey had decided to com
mence at once a teachers' preparation 
class. (Applause). Subsequently ad
dressee were given by brethren Chilvers, 
Davie, Wakelin, Armstrong, and pastor 
H. J. Wileman; and recitations were 
contributed by the scholars. The 
treasurer's report showed that they had 
a balance in hand of £1 10s. The meet
ing concluded when the choir sang a 
piece entitled "Farewell." Miss Dexter 
_pnaided at the organ.-Local Paper. 

RATTLESDEN.-A season of great 
spiritual refreshment wae experienced 
in connection with the harvest thanks
giving services, which were held on 
'l'uesday, September 23rd. A sermon 
wae preached in the afternoon by pastor 
A. J. Ward (of Laxfield) from Psa. lxiii . 

. DACRE PARK.-Annivereary ser- 3: "Because Thy lovingkindness ie 
vices in connection with the Sunday- better than life, my lips shall praise 
school were held on Sunday, September Thee." Our brother was enabled to 
21st. Pastor G. W. Clark preached both speak upon the lovingkindness of God 
morning and evening to large congrega- with much freedom and power, and his 
,tione. ln the afternoon a speoial hearers reoeived the Word gladly. The 
children's service was held, and wae schoolroom was well filled when the 
attended by a large number of adults. friends had assembled for tea. Pastor 
Mr. 0. W. Beare wae chairman, and Mr. W. F. Edgerton presided over the 
W. Stanley Martin addressed the meet- evening meeting, which was largely 
.mg. A tea wae served in the school- attended; and excellent Gospel act
room at 4.30 _p.m. The servioes were dresses were delivered by pastors J. 
continued on Tuesday afternoon, when Easter (of Wattisham), C. Blunden (of 
pastor H. T. Chi! vers preached a etirrinir Bildeston). W. Robbins ( of Cockfield}, 
aermon. A tea was afterwards held, and A. J. Ward. All the addresses were 
.followed by a public meetinir, under the I full of Christ and His salvation, and we 
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trust tba.t the ocoa.sion wa.s the seed
sowing: for a. harvest of blessing. The· 
oo!lect1on~ a.mounted to £8 l6s., a. portion 
bemg assigned to the West Suffolk 
Genera.I Hospital, 

PONDERS END (EDEN).-On 
Thursday, O~tober 9th, specie.I services 
were held m connection with the 
eleventh anniversary of the openinlf of 
the chapel. At 3 o'olook pastor 0. 
Cornwell (of Brixton Tabernacle) 
pr~a.ched a. savoury discourse from Pde.. 
xct.. 15, and lucidly expounded the 
snbJect a.s referring to the Saviour's 
prayers a.nd the answers He received 
from_ His heavenly Father. Tea. was 
prov1~ed. At 6.15 the oh:.ir wa.s ably 
oo_c11p1ed by brother Rundell, who 
stimulated us a.ll by his hea.rtv Gospel 
address. Brother T. Ash (of 'Enfield) 
soug~t the blessing_ of God upon the 
meetmg. Brother Nash (one of the 
deg.con~) read a.n encouraging- financial 
statement of the Ca.use, from its com
mencement to the present time.showing 
that nearly £400 ha.s been raised a.nd 
spent UJ!0n the property. The pastor 
(C. Hewitt) read a list of contributions 
recently received from kind friends 
bot~ in t!)wn and country who, by 
th~1r pract10al sympathy, have assisted 
us m our effort to extinguish the debt 
of £40 which wa.s owing after our Ma.y 
anniversary. Sincere thanks we de
voutly render to a.ll who have thus 
helped us. Brother Cornwell followed 
with a. warm-he!l.rted speech, inter
spersed with cheering reminiscences of 
his ministerial life a.nd labours. 
Brother Gibbens (of Tottenham) also 
a.ddress_ed the meeting, tendering some 
very wise and thoughtful remark• upon 
the necessity a.nd promise of Divine 
h~lp in a.11 our straits a.nd emergencies, 
!i,1s observations being judiciously 
illustrated by Scripture a.nd experience. 
Proceeds of private contributions, 
£15 9,. 6d.; collecting cards, £413s. 7d.; 
1\ir. B. Almond'd penny a ""eek list, 
7s. ; collections of the da.y, £,7 9s. 7d., 
towards which Mr. J. Barmore kindly 
contributed £5 a.nd the cba.irma.n £1. 
Thus lea.vine.- £12 to set the Ca.use free 
of a.11 liability. To His dear exalted 
Na.me be a.11 blessing a.nd praise for 
ever.-PASTOR c. HEWITT 

BIERTO~. BUCKS.-Upon the re
turn of teachers, scholars, a.nd friends 
from their annual outing to Wendover 
Hills, on August Bank Holiday, a.n 
interestin_g event took place in the 
chapel. Brother Markham, the school 
superintendent, alluded with very 
evident feeling to the loss that would 
be sustained by the Ca.use a.t Bierton 
through the removal to Oxford of Miss 
Emily Grace King, who, after passing 
through the school, had for several 
years been a. teacher, upon her marriage 

with· brother Wiili&m Edward Goode, 
another eohola.r, "nd latterly a.n 
occasional tea.ober. Brother Ma.rkba.m, 
on behalf of teachers, elder sohola.re, 
a.nd other well-wishers presented them 
with a. handsome ohina tea. servioe, 
together with a short address, as an 
expression of appreciation of pa.et ser
vices, a.nd sincere good wishes for their 
future happiness and blessing. Bro.ther 
W. A. Chapman, in responding to the 
superintendent's oall to add a few 
words, expressed the hope that our 
brother and sister might be led to see 
the wa.y to oommenoe a Sunda.y,sohool 
for the dissemination of the old truths 
even at Odord, where, in the Provi
dence of God, they were a.bout to take 
up their abode. Brother Goode thanked 
the friends for. the present, a.nd kindly 
feelings expressed, a.nd said that the old 
spiritual home at Bierton woultl a.lwa.ys 
remain dear to the hearts of bim!eM 
and his future partner in life. On the 
following da.y pastor H. S. Boulton (of 
Chelmsford), in the .presence of many 
friends, conducted the service by which 
our brother and sister were united. in 
marriage, and he afterwards aociom
pa.nied a very large party of relatives 
to enjoy the beauties of nature a.round 
Aldbury Monument. On Wednesday, 
September 24th, past~r.R. Mutimer paid 
hie first visit to Bierton on the oocaeion 
of the harvest tba.nke,riving. The · 
weather was beautifully fine, a.nd the 
harvest had been garnered in a muob 
better.001;1.dition than in some districts. 
A good company gathered together 
from Askett, Aston Clinton, Aylesbur,:, 
Berkha.mstead, Lee Common, W a.ddeedon, 
Weston Turville, &c., and both preacher 
a.n~ hearers ·~ppeared to thoroul!'hly 
enJoy the services. Tea. wa.s prov1de4 
in the interval, the schoolroom beinf 
filled ; a.nd the oollt>otione and gifts o 
fruits and vegetables realised a reoord 
sum towards th'e · 'Church f11nds.~ 
W. A. C. 

SOUTH LOPHAM.-The South 
Lopha.m Mi!sion Baptist•, in connection 
with the Ken~ngha.11 Baptist Churoh, 
celebrated their Harvest Home thanks• 
!fi ving service by a publio tea. a.nd meet
mg. Between 60 a.nd 70 persons sa.t 
down to tea.. Pastor F. H. Gorham pre
sided a.t the after-meeting, and addresses 
were given by pastor A. Jarrett 
(Sbelfanger) ; Mr. W. H. Berry 
(Kenningha.11); and Mr. A. l:Ubbons 
(Shelfa.nger). The ohoir rendered some 
epeoial hymns, and Miss Holden pre. 
sided at the harmonium. The oolleotion 
realized £1 7s, 7d. The oha.pel wa.e 
neatly decorated. On Tuesday eveni11g., 
Oot. 14th, Mr. W •. H. Berry, of Kenning, 
hall, gave the 1: late C. H. Spurgeon's 
lecture, entitledi ''·Sermons in Oa.ndles" 
to a. fair oonrregation in the above 
chapel. Pasto'r F. H. Gorham presided. 
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The object lessons were very telling and 
were greatly appreciated, and the 
appearanoe of a genuine rnshlight, a 
tinder box, and hour l!'laes, brought up 
past memories with the aged present, 

NEW OROSS (ZION). 
BllRVICEB in connection with the 53rd 
anniver~ary of the Sunday-school were 
held on Sunday, Oct.19th, when sermons 
were preached morning and eveninl!' by 
pastors Thomas Jones and E. Mitchell 
(Olerk:enwell), respectively, and in the 
afternoon a large gatherinl!' of scholars 
and friends were addre•sed by Mr. W. 
Stanley Martin; special hymnR beinl!' 
Rnng at all the services under the 
direction of ~r. W. J. Naab. 

On Tuesday, tea was served to about 
200 in the schoolrooin, and a public 
meeting followed in the chapel, and was 
well attPnded. Mr. W. 8. Mi_llwnod pre
sided. Prayer was offered by Mr. T. G. 
O. Armstrong (superintendent}, and the 
,.nnual report read by Mr. W. J. ~ash 
(hon. sec.), showed that the various 
agencies connected with the Church are 
in a very healthy state, and have done 
exnellent work during the year. • 

Pastor A. H. Pounds (Bexley), movea 
the adoi;tion of the reportP. and taking 
for a text, ·'Sound an Alarm," said 
there was not only the Gospel trumpet 
to be blown sounding forth the glorious 
views of" free grace," butattbep!ese~t 
time espe•ially a note of warnmg in 
refe;ence to the Education Bill before 
the country. The Archbishop of 
C.mterbury, Cardinal Vaughan, and; Mr. 
Balfour, were gathered together ID a 
solid phalanx to put a stop to the spread 
of Gospel tri1th, and were imitating the 
tactics of Pharaoh. He sa.ia he was 
willinl!' to let the people go and worehi_p 
their God, but they ·must leave t~eir 
little ones behind I So they were trymg 
to capture our ohildren. May the old 
country wake up, and in the name of 
our God we will set up our banners. 

P11ostor Henson in seconding the 
adoption of the report heartily endorsed 
the remarks of the former speaker. He 
urged the ohildren with their parents 
and teachers to stand before the Lord as 
in the days of J ehoeapbat, and pray that 
this Bill might never become law. 
Takinl!' for a motto the words of the 
Lord Jesus, "Fill the water pots," he 
regarded the children as water pots 
before the Lord, and would have the 
Church keep them not in a Churcby 
atmosphere, but a Christly one. He 
would have the Church say, "We have 
heard Thy command : these are our 
spiritual water pots, and we would fill 
them with the spiritual water Thou 
hast supplied." Men are trying to fill 
them with muddy, poisoned water of 
their own providing. . • 

Pastor A. E. Brown (P1mh00), speak
ing from the worde,1" 0 satisfy us early 

with Thy mercy," showed the.it they 
evidenoed a spirit of dissatisfaction, and 
when this was manifest it betokened the 
work of grace begun: in the heart. The 
prayer was for an early bestowal of 
satisfaction ; and while it was a great 
mercy to be saved at all, it was a far 
greater one to be saved in early life. 

Pastor A Steele (Bermondsey), who 
bas 11, tuneful soul. could not help ex
pressing his delight in the compiling, 
and the singing of the hymns rendered 
by t_he teachers and Pcholars. As an old 
teacher he knew something of the 
difficulties connected with the work as 
WAIi as its jovs, and asked the question, 
" Who is sufficient for these things! " 
If the work was hard. it was also 
honourable, and we should do our bePt 
to commend wh11.t we teach, so that it 
may have an influence for good upon 
their lives. Whatever powers you have, 
use them. Opportunities come every 
dBV, eeize them and put them to some 
efficient purpose. Re~ults are bound to 
follow, and we may not only be sowers, 
but reaper• as well. 

Pastor T. Jones congratulated the 
meetin~ on the very succe•sful anni
versary services, for which all must be 
deeply grateful to God. He had never 
felt ao proud before of the young people. 
Mr, Nash, the honnrar:y and honoured 
secretarv, and Mr. Martm, who so .a~ly 
presided at the organ. If he were g1vmg 
an address he should divide it into thref' 
parts :-(1) Continue to do _well; (2) 
Continue to do well; (3) Coutmue to do. 
well! . 

A vote of thBnks to the chairman, 
speakers. ladies in providing tea, friends 
who harl helped with the singing-, and 
had given so liberally to the funds, was 
proposed by Mr. Armstrong, seconded by 
Mr D.>wning and heartily accorded, and 
Mr: Jones pr~nounced the benediction. 
The collections realized over £21. 

HADLEIGH.-Our "Harvest Home" 
WI\B held on Oct. 1st. P:.stor J. Easter, 
of Wattidbam, preached in the after
noon, A public tea was held at 6 o'clock 
at which a hearty gathering sat down. 
A public meetin~ was held in the chapel 
at 7.30, when R. H. Cook, Esq., J.P., 
occupied the chair, supported by pastor 
J Easter Mr, H. Carti■, and pastor G 
Wallace Morley. The decoration of the 
chapel had been tastefully carried out 
by our young friends. The choir 
rendered appropriate hymns and an 
anthem entitled, "Behold how good and 
joyful." Collections were good.
ADOLPHUS. 

OLD BRENTFORD.-Harvest 
thanksgiving services were held at 
North-road, on Thursday, Sept. 25th. 
The attendance was very good and the 
services were much enjoyed. In the 
afternoon . our brother, Mr. H. T. 
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Chilvers, gl\ve us a oheerful and 
enoourl\ging sermon from 2 Chron. xx. 
22, "And when they began to sing and 
to praise, the Lord set ambushments 
against the children of Ammon." The 
divisions were :-(1) The theme of 
their song, "His mercy endureth for 
ever" ; (2) The prayer that preceded 
the pra.ising and the singing, when they 
hegan to sing, the Lord began to work. 
In the evening we had a very thought• 
fnl and helpful disoourse hy our brother, 
Mr. J. E. Flegg, from Psalm civ. 34', 
" My meditation of Rim shall be sweet: 
I will be glad in the Lord." Ris points 
were : - (1) Meditation ; (2) Resolution. 
The collections were good and were 
taken on behalf of the various Bene
volent Institutions in connection with 
the Cause. We have to praise and bless 
the Lord who is still manifestly with 
us, and rejoice that He is still grea.tly 
blessing the labours of our beloved 
pastor, hoth at home and elsewhere.-E. 
FR0M0W, 

LAXFIELD.-Rarvest thanksgiving 
services were held on Oct. 2nd. A large 
gathering assembled for praise and 
prayer in the afternoon. The service 
was conducted by the beloved pastor, 
Mr. A. J. Ward, who read Psalm civ., 
and made most suitable comments on 
the continued goodness of our covenant 
Lord. Upwards of 300 sat down to tea. 
after which pastor W. Dixon delivered 
a blessed discourse on " Christ the true 
light." The collections were very good, 
and the congregations large at both 
services. Dear old Laxfield has long been 
a fertile spot in the vineyard of the 
Lord, and these services of praise and 
prayer with spiritual instruction touch
ing the last great harvest have long 
been very special seasons in this God
honoured place, and this year was no 
exception, nor would this be wondered 
at if any lover of the pure and simple 
Gospel should drop in, as the writer did, 
on an ordinary Sunday, and listen to the 
uplifting of Christ by the beloved 
pastor here. Yes! being unwell and 
rest needed, the writer chose the old 
familiar spot at Laxfield to seek it. and 
a feast of fat things was provided for 
us on Lord's-day, Oct 12tb. As usual, 
the building was well filled at all the 
services, especially in the afternoon. 
Taking for his text in the morning, 
Exod. xv. 13, brother Ward was 
blessedly led in the subject of Redemp
tion, Divine lee.ding, and the issue of 
His work, never failing to bring the 
subjects of His grace unto "His holy 
habitation." In a clear and savoury 
manner the preacher set forth what we 
are redeemed from and to, plainly show
ing- the act of grace was both personal 
and particular, In the afternoon (after 
a sacred hour of prayer, conducted by 
deacon W. Easy, when the Vestry was 

full, and the prayers of fervent spirits 
had sought the Lord's blessing), the 
pastor again set forth in a foroible 
manner the injuncti.on of 1 These v. 6 
dwelling on thecharaotersto whoiii th~ 
words were addreued; what suoh an 
exhortation implied, and the exhorta
tion itself. Dootrine, experienoe and 
praotice had their distinot setting in 
this helpful disoourse; and in the even
ing of the day another sermon on the 
security and blessedness of the believer's 
hope made it a day long to be remem
bered " in hope of one that ne'er shall 
end." We noticed a former pastor (Mr. 
E. Marsh), was among the congregation 
and, like the writer, seeking rest in hi~ 
weakness, and we could but admire the 
hearty way in which brother Ward' 
asked him to preside at the table of the 
Lord (for here the celebration of the 
Lord's death is the second Lord's-day in 
the month) 1 and evidently the act we.e 
appreciated Dy the remarks made. · May 
God long spare brother Ward and his 
band of willin!I' workers, and oontinue 
the rich blessmgs bedewing the· spot 
dear to-AN OLD LAXFIELDITE. 

IPSWICEI (ZOAR).-Harvest thanks
giving services were held on Sept. 24,th; 
We had again the pleasure of listening 
to two Gospel sermons by Mr. E. Marsli, 
of Gurney-road. In the afternoon a 
good congreg&tion we.e present, and a 
moet appropriate disoourse was founded 
on Psalm civ. 28. At the evening ser
vice the chapel was well filled. The 
sermon, based on Heb. ix. 7, was a very 
blessed and powerful one. Willing 
hands and loving hearts had me.de the 
chapel look nice with beautiful fruit 
and ilowers. The old familiar harvest 
hymns to the old tunes were well ren
dered by the ohoir, led by brother 
Garrard, and the organist, Mr.. J. 
Threadgall, who also sang the anthem1 
"Praise the Lord." The services were 
altogether greatly enjoyed, and brought 
to a close by our beloved pastor 
pronouncing the Benediction. - H. 
BALDWIN, 

BUCKLEBURY, BLADE. - Harvest 
thanksgiving services were held on 
Wednesday, Oct.15th. hi the afternoon',· 
Mr. Chisnall, of Guildford, conducted 
the service, readingand expounding in
structively Psalm cxxi. 2, and preach-· 
ing from the words, John xv. 16. After 
partaking of tea a public meeting was 
held, presided over by the pastor, Mr. 
Henry Coxeter. After reading Pee.Im 
cxlvii., and prayer, and an address by 
the chairman, in which the work of the 
Christian ministry was declared, Mr. 
Chisnall was asked to speak, and 
taking for his text, Zeph. iii. 5, "Re 
faileth not," he dwelt experimentally 
and very enooure.gin11:ly upon the 
doctrine of Divine faithfulness. Mr. 
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Prank Grimwood, Streatham, spoke 
next, and took for his text, Pde.Im xiv. 
1, "I speak of the thing's which I have 
made touching the King," speaking 
of the mark or God's people set forth 
by the oharaoter of the Psalmist, viz., 
love in the heart to the person and work 
of Christ, showing how it is begotten 
in the heart, how increased, and how 
evidenoed. Prayer and the singing of 
the Doxology brought this interesting 
meeting to a close.--HENRY GRIMWOOD, 

SOUTH INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSION. 

THE young people's annual meeting 
was held on September 20th at High
bury Chapel, when over 300 children, 
besides friends, were present (repre
sentinir six or eight Sunday,,chools in 
the Metropolis), and a contingent of 
about 20 from Chatham. In the after
noon pastor F. Fells discoursed very 
effectively upon Prov. x:xvi. 20: ·• Where 
no wood is, the fire giveth out." Tea 
followed, served in schoolroom and 
ohapel ; and the public meeting was 
presided over by the President (pastor 
T. Jones, of New Cross). supported by 
Messrs. T. G. C. Armstrong (New 
Cross), Hayter Scrivener (Stepney), 
and I. R. Wakelin (Keppel-street), all 
of whom gave suitable addresses, inter
spersed with the singing of mission 
hymns in a hearty manner. Prayer 
was offered by Mr. J. W. Kevan (Clap
ham), and a vote of thanks to pastor 
and officers, proposed by pastor J. 
Parnell and agreed to. 

BRAINTREE (SALEM).-The first 
anniversary in connection with the 
pastorate was held on Wednesday, Sept. 
24th, when a gratifyin~ number were 
gathered together anticipating hearinir 
our esteemed fdend pastor Mitchell, 
who was, however, unable to come 
through illness. Pastor Fells, of High
bury, kindly came to serve us, and in 
the afternoon preached from Isa. Iv. 11, 
after which tea was partaken of by 
about sixty friends. The evening 
meeting opened with singing. The 
Word of God was read by pastor Boulton 
(Chelmsford). Pastor Price (Dunmow) 
prayed. Pastor Fells preached from 
Matt. x:x. 28, dividing the text thus : 
(1) The Ransomer; (2) The Ransom; 
(3) The Ransomed; (4) Ministry of the 
Ransomed. The collections amounted 
to £4 9s. 3d., the profits of which go 
towards reducing the balance due to 
the treasurer in connection with the 
renovation fund. May our loving 
Father reward all the friends who 
helped us.-lNTERESTED, 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
ON Friday, Oct. 3rd, the inmates of the 
Hornsey Rise Asylum were invited to a 

tea in the Hall by the Lady Visitors. So 
large an assembly of aged ones was a 
pleasing sight, and they thoroughly 
enjoyed the opportunity thus afforded 
for social intercourse. In the evening 
a Lecture, illustrated by Lime-light 
View•, was given by Mr. 8. H. 
Wilkinson, on "A History of Agee," .... .. 

Many friends were present, and the 
interesting and lucid description of the 
history of God's ancient people was 
much appreciated by the audience. The 
proceeds were devoted to the Mainten
ance Fund of the Home, which has 
recently been heavily drawn upon, 
through external painting and repairs. ... 

• 
The Autumn Sa.le of Work and Tea 

will he held on Friday, Nov. 7th. The 
Sale will commence at 3. Tea will be 
provided at 5, tickets 6d. each, and at 
6 30 Mr. 0, S. Dolbey will preach in the 
Asylum Chapel. The attendance of all 
friends of the Society is heartily in
vited, 

* • 
* The 23rd anniversary of the Brighton 

Home was held on Tua-day, Oct. 7th, 
when the rooms at the Royal Pavilion 
were crowded by local and other 
supporters. The Sa.le of Work realised 
a satisfactory sum, and a collection was 
made for the general work of the 
Institution. 

·' . 
* General Sir R. Biddulph presided 

over the afternoon meeting, and 
addresses were given by Messrs. Ferris, 
Popham, Hallett, Woods, Hewitt. 
Hayles, and Eade. Upwards of £!50 
per annum are expended in local 
pensions alone. 

* .. • Several collections after sermons ha.Ye 
been made during the month; such aid 
is most acceptable, as the expenditure 
in pensions has so rapidly risen, e. total 
of moree than £12,000 per annum having 
now been reached. 

tlont Jome. 
JOHN TAYLOR, 

My father was the youngest son of 
Richard and Mary Taylor, of Monkton, 
Isle of Thanet, Kent, and was born 15th 
Nov., 1815. His parents were ba.ptized 
in the first Baptist Chapel in the Island, 
and being brought up under God-fear
ing parents was taught the doctrines of 
the Bible, and acquired much Scriptural 
knowledge, but knew not that he was 
dead in sin. One Sunday afternoon he 
heard his parents, with some Christian 
friends, conversing on the subject of 
sin and its punishment ; then he felt a 
strange fear under a sense of sin such 
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as he ha.d never felt before. At last they 
talked of Jesus who died for sinners, and 
said if anyone felt himself a sinner, and 
asked God He would give them Jesus. 
He stole away to his bedroom and asked 
God to give him Jesus. His mother, who 
had secretly been listening to his plead
ing, said to him, '' Pray on, my child ; 
God will give you Jesus." He then tried 
to make himself better as he thought 
that he mig-ht be fit for Jesus, but tlte 
more he tried the worse he felt, His 
brothers taunted him, saying, "Here 
comes the brother of the best things, we 
arc of the worst." Feeling that all his 
efforts to be good were vain, he resolved 
to give up trying, and went into open 
sin, indulged in drunkenness, danoing, 
song singing. lying, and all kinds of 
revelry, which was a ~reat grief to his 
parents. However, this evil course was 
frequently bedg-ed up with pricking 
thorns of conscience, which filled him 
with shame aud remorse. During this 
period he had some very narrow escapes 
from death, illustrating how heaven's 
indulgent care attended his wanderings, 
even when dead iu sins. In 1810 be 
married, but not being- in constant work 
was often reduced in circumstances ; 
here he had interventions of providence 
which should have touched his heart 
with a sense of G.>d's mercy. but alas, 
·· When wisdom called he •toppe<i his ear, 

And h~ad.long nrged his mad career: 
Jndgments nor mercies ne'er could sway 
His roving feet to wisdom's way." 

In Sept. 1841. he obtained employment 
at a firm with whom he remained until 
he retired. For three years he worked, 
being all one with the worldly men 
employed with him. In the midst of 
these was one ma.n that feared God; oh, 
how he did torment him. bringin~ all 
his stock of religious head-knowledge 
to try and confound him, but the l!'Ood 
man foiled him at every point. But as 
dear John Kent expressed it :-
" There is a period known to God, 

When all His sheep redeemed by blood ; 
'lhall leave the hateful ways of sin, 
Turn to the fold and enter in." &c. 

At this time his eldest brother ea.me to 
London and invited him to hear Mr. 
Trigl!'s • he reluctantly went, and, like 
the Ph~risees with our Lord, tried to 
catch him in his words, but as signally 
failed. The godly workman then ~sked 
him to go and hear Mr. C1utwr1ght, 
Ratcliff Highway; he went and heard 
him; also David Denham and G. 
Bayfield. Here he was brought under 
deep conviction, and for three months 
endured great al!'ony of soul, crying. 
Lost, lost, lost. He never missed going 
to a place of worship now, but every 
sermon condemned him ; he could not 
dare to ask for mercy, for he felt him
self too great a sinner. He was then led 
tn Unicorn Yard chapel and heard Mr. 
Denham, who dwelt on the mercy of 

God to poor sinners. Here the flrst dawn 
of hope appeared, with the thought 
"who oan tell "but He may have mercy 
on me ; and thinking upon the possi• 
bility he wept aloud; he still prayed for 
mercy, and all at onoe the blessed Spirit 
revealed the dear Sa.viour in all His 
suitability; with alternate hope and 
fear he continued to J)l'_ay, light in• 
creased in reading the Word, and one 
da_r, when at his work, the words, "Thy 
faith hath made thee whole,go in peace" 
dropped into his soul so softly, ~o 
sweetly. that he was filled with love 
joy, and peace; feelinir that all his siJ 
was goue, unspeakable love flowed out 
to the dear Redeemer who bad agonized 
and died for him. Soon after this the 
word came to him, "Son of man, hast 
thou seen these abominations?" he 
replied, Yes Lord, hut Thy dear Son bath 
borne them all away I Then came the 
words, "Turn thee yet a~ain, and thou 
shalt see greater abominations than 
these." Thenceforward he had to learn 
from experience the humbling truth of 
our Lord's words, "The heart is deceit• 
ful above all thinirs, and desperately 
wicked." This diempline was no doubt 
employed, "from self and pride to set 
him free," and qualify him to minister 
to God's tried and tempted children. 
Soon after this, hi• wife seeing what 
grace had wrought in him, began to feel 
there was something more in religion 
than she had thought of, and by this 
was awakened to a deep concern 11,bout 
her own soul. In 1848 she was afflicted 
with inflammation of the lungs, and a 
week after wa.s taken home to glory, 
leaving him with live Y.nUnlf children. 
About this time he left Mr. Cartwright, 
and sa.t under the ministry of Mr. C. 
W. Ba.nks, at Croshy Row, till he 
removed to Unicorn Yard chapel: then 
he attended the ministry of Mr. T. 
Gunner, Chapel Court, Borough. He now 
felt the need of another partner, and he 
asked the Lord to iiireot and !five him a 
wife that feared Him. this He did, She 
was a member of Charles Stovell's 
Church, and proved to be a faithful wife 
and devoted mother to the motherless 
children. After attending the ministry 
of Mr. Gunner, about two years. the 
Lord called him into the ministry; doors 
were opened to him of the Lord, and he 
went preaching the Word in London 
and in the cc,untry, wherever the Lord 
ca.lled him1 until he was too infirm to 
go. Removmg to Bermondsey, he joined 
the Church under the pastoral care of 
Mr. J. L. Meares, and after the death of 
hie wife in I 878, held the office of 
deacon until hie death, which occurred 
on 22nd Aul!'ust, 1902, at the ripe age of 
86 years. Truly he came to his "grave 
in a full age, like ae a ehock of corn 
cometh in in his eeason." In the 
a.beence of the pastor, Mr. Steele, brother 
Hall kindly officiated at the house and 
at the cemetery. 



@n~urttn.c~ anb' ja:Ibation. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

"But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved."
Matt. xxiv. 13. 

THEH.E is nothing specially sacred in either the beginning or ending 
·of our year, but the rapid succession of the fleeting years may well 

enough give us pause, and cause us to consider the way in which 
we are walking, and the end to which we are all fast approaching. The 
words at the head of this paper are momentous. In contemplating them 
we observe that they 

IMPLY A COURSE. 

We are all travellers. Our life is a course which will soon be ended. 
There are, speaking broadly, but two courses, along one or the other of 
which all men are speeding. There is " the course of this world," and 
there is the Christian course. These are · sharply defined and dis
tinguished in _the Scriptures. Our Lord describes them as the broad 
way, that leadeth to destruction; and the narrow way, which leadeth 
urito life (Matt. vii. 13, 14). The broad road, alas, is thronged with 
travellers, who jostle one another in their eagerness; hut comparatively 
few are found walkirig in the narrow way. One never lacks company 
to countenance him in the downward path, but we must be prepared to 
walk alone, if need be, if we are travelling in the upward way. 

The broad way, though but one substantially, is very wide, and con
tains many seemingly different paths, including the openly profane and 
g<>dless, the carelessly easy, who trouble not at all about religion, the 
decently moral and upright, and the devoutly religious legalist. All 
men by nature travel the downward way. "Wherein in time past ye 
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience: among whom also w_e all had our conversation (all once 
lived, R.V.) in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires 
of_ the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others" (Eph. ii. 2, 3). Thus do the Scriptures lay low the 
pride of man, and teach the necessity of a change, both of heart and 
life, in order to salvation. 

The narrow way is plainly defined in the Word. The gate is 
strait, and by no means easy of entrance ; for it is written, "Strive 
to enter in at the strait gate : for many, I say unto you, will seek to 
enter in, and shall not be able" (Luke xii. 24). Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself is the way, an~ it is by His Spirit's work in the hearts of His 
people that they enter in by Him. ·' I am the door : by Me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved" (John x. 9). This gate is so narrow, that 
a complete stripping is nece~sary ere a man can pas~ in thereat. Both 
our sins and our supposed righteousness must be stripped from us ; and 
this, 11pecially the last, is often both a _painful ~nd protracted process. 
It is only as we are brought to part with our sms, however dear they 
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D;ay have been, and made sensible that we are nothing but miserable 
smners, with nothing to recommend us, that we are sufficiently reduced 
to e~1ter in ?Y this_ narrow gate. Yet, narrow as this gate is, it will 
adm1t the biggest smner that ever trod and defiled God's earth, be he 
but brought to forsake bis sins, and trust in the Lord Jesus Obrist. 
"Let the wicked-the most outrageously wicked-forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man bis thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, and 
He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly 
pardon" (Isa. Iv. 7). Strive, agonise, groan he may have to in order to 
enter, but enter he assuredly shall. · · 

But the words employed by our Lord in speaking to His disciples 
FURNISH .A. TEST OF OUR RELIGION. 

They evidently apply only to such as at least have professed to enter 
upon the path of discipleship. Religion will be tried, and only that 
which endures the test will be crowned. Not all who start in the race, 
but those only who finish the course, and reach the goal, receive the 
reward. "So run that ye may obtaio," saith the apostle, in writing to 
the Corinthians. There are manifold ways in which religion is tested, 
but every test is designed to make the false manifest, and bring the true 
to light. . 

Our Lord in the context speaks of persecutions. " Then shall they 
deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you : and ye shall be hated 
of all nations for My name's sake." These were tests that many were 
unable to abide : for " then shall many be offended, and shall betray 
one another, and shall bate one another." Happily in our 
own highly favoured land and time we are not exposed to this 
fierce te3t. One can but wonder how many would be offended 
should those_ old bad days return, and serionsly ask one's self 
whether we should have been among them. But false doctrines 
test professors also. " many false prophets shall arise, and deceive 
many." Perhaps never was this test more evidently operating than 
to-day. What departures on all hands from the truth of God we 
witness ! Human inventions are substituted for "the glorious Gospel 
of the blessed God." " Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in 
the doctrine of Christ, hath not God" (3 John 9). Other gospels, 
which are not gospels at all, abound. So artfully are some of these con
trived, that "if it were possible they would deceive the very elect." 
There are also the temptations that spring from the allurements of sense, 
the false glitter of wealth, and the cares and anxieties of life. These all 
test both professors and possessors, and make manifest their true 
character. 

There are not a few, alas, who seem to set out for the celestial city, 
that never reach the goal. They become offended, or get ensnared, turn 
aside and ultimately perish miserably. In the parable of the Sower, 
two kinds of groun!l, where the seed fell, and seemed to promise favour
ably, yet brought forth no fruit to perfection. 'fhere was the rocky 
ground, with just a thin sprinkle of mould over the rock, where the 
seed sprang up at once, but speedily withered. And there was the 
ground infested with thorns, which sprang up, and choked the seed. 
Such hearers, such professors abound now. The testing process is con
tinually proceeding. The seed among the thorns appears most solemn. 
Apparently these thus indicated continue in a profession, but their 
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hearts are cho~ed . with worldly ca.res, covetous desires, or the vain 
pleasures of this hfe. It will only be at the last grea~ Assize that 
numbers of the3e will be fully brought to light. How awful the words 
of the Lord will fall on their ears-" I never knew you ; depart from 
Me, ye that work iniquity I " 

Endurance dem?nstratea th9 reality of our religion. 'Tis not always 
he that runs the fastest at the commencement of the race that carries off 
the prize, Staying power is required, "patient continuance in well
doing." "Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with patimce the race that is set before 
us" (Heb. xii. 1). Many H.aming professors stop short in the course. 
while humble believers pre3s on, in spite of every difficulty, until they 
re1ch the goal. Ptirseverance proves grace, and true grace will always 
persevere. The feeble3t trae believer shall endure to the end, notwith
standing all his feat"S; for his strength and" help ii in the Lord h's 
God, which made heaven and earth." These may sing with Dr. Watts, 

" From thee, the overflowing spring, 
Our souls sba.11 drink a. fresh supply, 

While such a.s trust their native strength, 
Sha.11 melt a.wa.y, a.nd droop, and die," 

But once more the words we are considering 
PRESENT .A.N ENCOURAGING PROMISE. 

"He that shall endure to the end, the same shall be saved." "Glitter
ing robes for conquerors wait." The prize shall be given to those who 
-persevere until they reach the goal, This is a weighty word. "Shall 
be saved." Put all the world in the scale against it, and the world 
kicks the beam. " For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul 1" It is a _qra1ious word also. A 
man is not saved for, b:it in per~evering, and this is all of grace. It is 
grace that brings into the narrow way, and it is grace that keeps in the 
way, and enables its possessor to endure to the end. It is, too, a certain 
word. "The same shall be saved." Placed by sovereign grace in the 
way, enabled to press on until the end is reached, by the same rich 
grace, the wayfaring man shall not be disappointed in the issue of the 
way. He shall prove that it " leadeth unto life." At the end of his 
course he shall find his Saviour waiting to receive him, while saints and 
angels shall shout him welcome to heaven and eternal glory. "_.\.II the 
promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of 
God by us." The Gospel deals not in uncertainties. Once more, it is 
an inspiring word. Such an end to our travail and pain, may well 
enough cause us to think lightly of all our difficulties, and inspire us 
with fresh life, zeal, and energy. How small will our troubles appear, 
when we look back upon them from the vantage ground of heaven ! 
'Twere well if we could oftener get this point of view now, it would 
greatly relieve us, and lighten our burdens. •rhe end will soon come. 
We need not grieve over the rapid flight of time, " nor wish the hourd 
more slow that lead us to our love." 

" Yet e. see.son, and you know, 
Happy entrance will be given; 

All your sorrows left below; 
And e&.rth exchanged for heaven." 

May our eyes be fixed upon, and our hearts glued to, our Great Master 
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and Lord, who has introduced us to the course, and in whose strength 
we have come thus far, by whose grace we shall endul'e to the end, and 
from whose gracious hand we shall receive the reward-a crown to cast 
i.t His feet, "unto whom be the glory and dominion fol' ever and 
ever. A11rnx." 

®ipositor~ i apel's on tht (Thpistl~ to the Jommrn. 
BY (THE LATE) G. w. SHEPHERD. 

No. 24.-CHAPTER IX.-1-9. 
" [ SAY the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me 

witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and contin
ual sorrow in my heart. . For I could wish that myself were accursed 
from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to .. the flesh ; who 
are Israelites ; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the 
covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises ; whose are the fatheri!, and of whom as concerning the flesh 
Christ came, who is-over all, God blessed for ever. Amen." 

To the believer in .Jesus, who has experienced the forgiveness of sins, 
and found pee.ce with God through the blood of the cross, there is some
thing so irresistibly attractive and absorbing in the closing veri!eS of the 
last chapter, that the mind would fain linger over the sublime contempla
tion, and almost unwillingly turns to the consideration of another subject. 
We must, however, proceed. 

The apostle has now vindicated the doctrine of salvation by grace 
alone, and has shown the connection between justification by faith in 
Christ, and eternal election and union to Christ. He now addresses 
himself to another and somewhat formidable objection, viz. :-Since the 
promises were first made to Abraham and his seed, since Israel was the 
true type of God's elect, and since, moreover, all divine communications 
had for generations been made to them, and the most important engage
ments of God to His people had been made in the name of Jacob, bow 
was all that bad been advanced to be reconciled with the present rejection 
and casting away of Jacob's seed? This is thematterdiscussed at large 
in chapters ix., x., and xxi., but a number of collateral subjects of the 
greatest importance are touched upon as the argument proceeds. 

We first draw attention to the delicacy and feeling with which the 
apostle introduces a subject whic~ he well knew woul~ be distasteful to 
hi3 countrymen.• Ever consc10us that ~e was himself a deb~or to 
sovereign grace, he calls upon God to witness that be looks with no 
pharisaical complacency upon their condition, but rather that he has 

• "It is as though he had said, 'Though I am in Christ, or a Christian, yet 
I tell you this as the truth or the fact, and I have the testimony of conscience 
enlightened by the Spirit, that I have grea.t grief a.nd unceasing sorrow on your 
account." The Jews had the impression that the apostle, having become the 
follower of Christ, must have necessarily enterta.ined hatred towa.rds them, and 
must have therefore felt no concern for them; for this is really the c"se with all 
rea.J apostates, that is, with those who leave the truth for error, but not with 
those who leave error for truth. To obviate this impression seems to have been 
the object here."-J. Owen: footnote to Calvin's Commentary on the Romans. 
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great heaviness and continual sorrow of heart on their account. Indeed 
so strong is his language thali at first sight almost any reader would hav~ 
to pause to consider his meaning. The expression-" For I could wish 
that m_yself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen 
accordmg to the flesh," is a most extraordinary one. But, as with every 
other Scripture, its meaning is to be devoutly sought for. Clearly he did 
not mean that he wished himself unsaved, unforgiven, out of Christ, and 
out of interest in His blood and righteousness. That would be a strange 
sequel indeed to the previous chapter. That would be to love his kin
dred more than Christ, which is contrary to both law and Gospel-would 
be both wicked in thought, and impossible in fact. 

Mr. Haldane, whose opinion is neve1· to be despised, argues that the 
past tense should be used, and the word " boast " substituted for " wish," 
tihus-'· for I could once have boasted myself that I was (anathema) 
separated from Christ. I may well pity my nation, for there was once 
a time when I ali;io verily thought that. [ ought to do many things con
trary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth." There is however another view 
to be preferred. If the patient reader will turn to Deut. xiii. 17, and to 
-Josh. vi. 17., he will find the word "accursed" in each instance, but in 
both the marginal reading is "devoted," or given unreservedly to the 
Lord. Then if we turn to Lev. xxvii. 28, 29, we shall perceive that what 
was " devoted" to the Lord in the way of voluntary sacritice most be put 
to death. The interchange of the words "devotecl" and "w:rnrsed" 
would be best understood by the Jew, with whom io. the matter of offer
ings they were of familiar use, and the Jew would understand the 
apostle to mean, that in his affecLionate solicitude for their welfare, he 
could wish that he were as a sacrifice, bound with cords to the altar, on 
their behalf, if that could have benefited them, even as Christ was 
devoted and made " a curse" for him. This was Christlike, this was 
_noble, this was real self-abnegation."• 

• This is one of the passages in the apostle's writings " hard to be under
stood," and of which several explanations have been given. The view held by 
Mr. Haldane, also by Chalmers, to which our author refers, is almost universally 
.rejected by the critics. The interpretation Mr. Shepherd approves is sub
stantially that aprroved by Gill, and held by many interpreters, both ancient 
and modern, among them being Doddridge, and Scott. A third interpretation 
gives the idea of excommunication to the word anathema (accursed). To this 
-view it is objected, that, though the word attained this meaning in after ages, it 
is never thus used in the New Testament. A fourth explanation which has the 
greatest array of names behind it, we give in a quotation from Hodge. " The 
common interpretation, however, and that which seems most natural is, 'I am 
grieved at heart for my brethren, for I could wish myself accursed from Chr~st, 
that is, I could be willing to be regarded and treated as anathema, a th~ng 
accursed, for their sakes.' That this interpretation suits the force and meamng 
of the words, and is agreeable to the context, must, on all hands, be admitted. 
The only objection to it is of a theological kind. It is said to be inconsist?nt 
with the apostle's character to wish that· he should be accursed from Christ. 
But to this it may be answered, 1. Paul does no~ sa}'. tha~ he did delibera~ely 
and actually entertain such a wish. The expression 1s evidently hypothetical 
and conditional; ' I could wish, were the thing allowable, possiblll, or, p~opar .' 
So far from sl\ying he actually desired to be thus separated from Chris~, ~e 
impliedly says the very reverse. 'I could wish, were it not wr<?ng; or, did it 
not involve my being unholy, as well as miserable; but as such 1s the ca_se, _the 
desire cannot he entertained.' This is the proper force of the imperfect md1ca
tive when thus used, it implies the presence of a condition which is known to 
be impossible. 2. Even if the words expressed more than they a.ctua.lly do, and 
the apostle was to be understood as saying that he could wish to be cut off from 
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How could the apostle, himself a Jew, exult over the ruin of 
his nation, when the Master Himself" beheld the city, and wept over it ? " 
The spirit of Him that said, "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem," etc., was in the 
writer, when he remembered thRt they were "Israelites," to whom per
tained "the adoption," as a typical nation, and "the glory," albeit 
eclipsed now by a glory that excelleth, and •• the f01Jenants," · now 
exchanged for a new covenant established upon lietter promises, and" the 
pi'.ving of the law," now superseded by the preaching of the Gospel, and 
"lhf' sen•frr ~f God," while now their house was left unto them desolate, 
and " the proim'.ses,'' which to them as a nation now were finally forfeited. 
For the new covenant, the spiritual adoption, the new testament worship, 
were not for the Jew, the great Husbandman had cast them out, and let 
the vineyard unto others. 

Nor could the apostle forget that the long roll of ancient worthies 
were of Jewish blood?" Whose are the fathers." .Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
David, Isaiah, Daniel, and all the rest were of that race ; and, to crown 
all, Immanuel Himself was according to the flesh of the same fraternity. 
But, notwithstanding all this, the fiat had gone forth,-" They shall fall 
by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive unto all nations" 
(Lev. xxi. 24); and soon, very soon, God would be taking them at their 
word, and answering their insane imocation, " His blood be upon us, 
and on our children." 

It would really require us to be in the apostle's place to realize his 
feelings. Could the reader suppose that God bad reveiled it to him, 
that in consequence of our national sins, and our unfaithfulmss as 
Churches, it was the Divine intention to cause England to cease from 
being a nation, and to make it a down-trodden appanage of a foreign 
Power; that He intended to remove the candlestick out of its place,and 
light the lamp elsewhere ; and our national history was to be closed, and 
our glory, both as a people and as Churches, was to sink into utter dark
ness-what, we ask, would he feel? Try to realise thie, and then try to 
sympathise with the apostle. 

"Kot as though the Word of God had taken none effect. For they 
are not all Israel, which are of Israel ; neither, because they are of the 
seed of .Abraham, are they all children : but in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called. That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not 
the children of God : but the children of the promise are counted for the 
seed. For this is the word of promise, .At this time will I come, and 
Sarah shall have a son." 

But like a true Christian as he was, the apostle turns to the bright 
side of the question, and finds sources of comfort in the midst of his 
despondency. However faddening his reflections were, it was "not as 
though the Word of God had taken none effect." In the darkest ages 
of their past history, God had never left Himself without a witness; not 
even when Elijah bad said," I, even I only, am left; and they seek my 
life to take it away." In the degenerate times when ChrisL came into the 

Christ, yet, from the nature of the passage, it could be fairly under~tood, ae 
meaning nothing more than that he was willing to suffer the utmost misery for 
the sake of his brethren. The difficulty aiisee from pressing the words too. far, 
making them express definite ideas, instead of strong and indistinct em?t1ons. 
The general idea is, that he considered himself as nothing. and his bo.ppmess a 
matter of no moment, in the view of the salvation of his brethren." 
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world, there were a Simeon and an Anna, who could speak to " them 
that looked for redemption in Jernsalem." The apostles themselves were 
Jews, and the grand ingathering of the day of Pentecost was from among 
the tribes of Jacob. But besides all this, as appears presently, the then 
condition of things was so far from being a contradiction, that it was 
really a confirmation of the word which God had spoken before by His 
servants the prophets. 

In the first place we may observe, that perhaps to no one has the 
hidden mystery of the Word of God been so clearly revealed as it was to 
the AposUe Paul. And he knew tnat they were not all Israel that were 
of Israel ; that Israel after the flesh was but a type. a figure, a repre
sentation : so that when God made promise to Abraham concerning his 
seed, He did not mean, nor did the patriarch understand Him to mean, 
the whole of his carnal posterity. Abraham had a lively illustration of 
this in the sovereign distinction made between bis own immediate chil
dren, Ishmael and Isaac. Ishmael we are told was born after the flesh 
(Gal. iv. 23), that is to say, in the way common to all the human family. 
But a miracle was wrought to bring about the birth of Isaac, and thereby 
fulfil God's promise. And, as not all the descendants of Abraham inherited 
the covenant privileges of the Jews, so not all the Jews, nor even Jews 
only, were to inherit the promise of eternal salvation. Isaac, born accord
ing to promise, by the exercise of the almighty power of God, is a repre
sentative of all those who are "BORN AGAIN, not of corruptible seed, but 
of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever " 
(1 Pet. i. :!3). These were intended in the promise, " In thee shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed." Hence the apostle writes to the 
Galatians-" That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles 
through Jesus Christ, that we might receil'e the promise of the Spirit 
through faith" (Gal. iii.14), and, although the Galatians were not Jews 
by nature, yet he says, " Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the chil
dren of promise" (Gal. iv. 28). In a word, all who are born 
miraculously, as Isaac was, and believe in Christ spiritually, as Abraham 
did, are heirs with him of the same promise. " For they which are of 
faith, the same are the children of Abraham" (Gal. iii. 7). And the 
true " Israel of God " are to be gathered from every kindred and nation 
under heaven, We are to learn from all this, that grace does not run 
in blood, and salvation is not a hereditary privilege, but in these 
matters God works entirely after the counsel of His own will. 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE. 
BY H. S. L. 

Tailor and Weaver Birds, Wrens, and Wagtails. 

THE two first named birds are so called from their peculiar nests. 
The Tailor bird sews leaves together to form a case for its nest. 

Sometimes the nests are placed high up on a tree, sometimes low down 
among the leaves of a plant; they are like deep cups made of fine cotton 
wool with some horsehairs, or very fine grass stems, to keep the wool 
in its place, and make the nest retain its proper shape. Sometimes 
three leaves are fastened into the sides of the nest without being joined 
together ; at other times the nest is found between two leaves, the one 
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forming a high back, turned up at the end to support the bottom of the 
nest, and the other leaf hidiEg the nest 1n front, and hanging down 
well below it, the tip of the first leaf being sewn to the edge of the 
second one. Fou,· lea'l"es are occasionally sewn together to form a 
canopy and sides, from which the bottom of the nest hangs down; and, 
again, the nest bas been discovered between two long leaves, the sides 
of which were very neatly and closely sewn together. Cobwebs are 
generally the " thread" employed, but silk, wool, and fibres are made 
use of by some of the " tailors," and it is evident that they set their 
wits to work to make the best of the materials within their reach, and 
do not work according to any hard and fast rule. 

Some of their eggs are white, with reddish spots, othero bluish-green, 
but all the eggs in one nest are alike in colour. 

The male Tailor bird is about 6½ in; long, and the two middle tai" 
feathers measure about 3~ in. each, the female's tail feathers being only 
about two inches. The plumage is mostly olive-green, the wings brown, 
with green edges, the bead reddish, with a greyish tint on the nape, 
light brown trail, with outer part of feathers tipped with white, under 
part of body white, and eyes reddish-yellow. Tbe11e bircls are Asiatic, 
being found in India, China, and the Burmese countries. 

Weaver birds inhabit Africa as well as India; they feed on various 
kinds of grain and grass seeds, but writers vary as to their fruit-eating 
propensities, some asserting that tbey eat the produce of fig and 
banyan trees. They chirrup continually while feeding, and seem to be 
very sociable creatures. 

In India they build their nests in trees, but in some places they bang 
them from the thatch of bungalows ; twenty, thirty or more of these 
long structures being often found suspended from the roof of a house ; 
at Rangoon, where the garrison surgeon was· staying, more than a 
hundred nests hung around the dwelling ! These nests are often made 
with strips of different kinds of green grass or strips of plantain leaves ; 
cc.coa nut or date palm leaves are also employed, but when these stronger 
fibrous materials are med the nests are leEs bulky than when composed 
of grass, the little builders seemingly understanding that the stronger 
the quality the less the quantity required. 

The pair work together until they reach the point where they intend 
to make the egg chamber, when they form a strong loop like a bae~et
handle, which, as it becomes a perch for both the parent birds? requires 
to be very strong. When this loop is finished the mother bird takes 
her place upon it, leaving her partner to fetch material!.', and work upon 
the outside of the nest; while she works away ioside, drawing in the 
fibres be pushes to her and weaving them in their proper place, and 
making :all nice and smooth. The nests are entered from the lower 
part, and are considered by all who have studied them to be marvels of 
oird architecture. The ordinary weavers construct each nest separately, 
but the "Sociables" of Africa construct between them one great nest 
around a tree, with many, perhaps hundreds of different cells, forming 
a large colony of bird life, which requires a cart and sever11l men to 
remove, should the owner of the tree wish to get rid of his unbidden 
visitors. 

The common weaver birds of India are easily tamed, and will do 11.Jl 
sorts of clever things, the instinct for nest construcLing being so strong 
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w!thin the~ at times, that they will, if pos~ible, work fibres into the 
wires of their cages, even when no ne11t is required. 
, Wr~ns are int~re~ting _birds, only about 3½ inches long, with 2 
mch wmgs. Their song 1s sweet, and for the size of the singer, 
remarhbly loud. The eggs and nests are also comparatively large for 
such small creatures, and some of them are very pretty, and well lined 
with soft: feathers ; they generally are found in some sheltered-and out 
of the way place. The entrance is at the side. It ia said that the wren 
will build itself a nest in the autumn, and lodge in it on cold nights, 
and that the nests of the summer, in which one or two broods have 
been reared,-are occupied every night through the winter. Wrens, of 
which there are :many kinds, are found throughout Europe, anil as far as 
Central Asia; they are also numerous in South America. 

Wagtails may be roughly divided into two classes, the Field and Water 
Wagtails. The watez:-wagtails love to frequent the edges of streams, 
ditches, and lakes. They wade in shallow water, seeking for worms and 
insects, holding up their ever jerkiag tails to keep them from getting 
be-dra~gled. Their motions are very quick and light, and leave no trace 
upon tne soft sand, and they are not at all quarrelsome,, nor very shy. 

In 1878 a story went the round of the papera, under the heading of 
'.' A Seaso11 Ticket," telling how a water-wagtail had built her nest on 
a bit of_ framework under a 3rd class smoking. carriage on the L. and 
S. W. railway, and reared a family of four. The train ran to and fro 
from one station to another, making in all about forty miles a day, and 
tbe male bird regularly watched and waited for the periodical returns of 
his_ relatives from their oft repeated journey. The Wagtail's nests are 
no~ so artistic a~ those of the other birds we have referred to ; still 
they are warm ~al).d comfortable, and the Cuckoos often. put an egg 
into a Wagtail's nest, with the usual result, that when the stranger is 
hatched, the_ little Wagtails are sure to die from suffocation or want, 
and the old birds feed and rear the young Cuckoo as if it were their 
own offspring. 

But we must take leave of our feathered friends as we have come to 
the ·1ast month of another year, earnestly . desiring that each of onr 
readers, young or oJd, may be led not only to admire the wisdom and 
power of t):i.e great Creator in all these wonderful works of His hand, 
but to desire an interest in His new-creating grace and love ; that 
they may prove by sweet experience .that" If:any one (man, woman or 
child) be in Christ Jesus, he (or she) is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new.'' Amen .. · 

THE METAPHORS OF PAUL'S EPISTLES. 
BY W. H. RosE. 

No. 6.-Scienti.fic and Social. 

IN this the final article of the series it is proposed to treat of metaphors 
drawn from various imtituthns, sciences and customs. It will be 

for the convenience of the writer, and perhaps the reader too, to in
dicate these by the appropriate designation at each section. 

(1) Physiology. As a student at the University of 1'iirsus, where 
there is reason to believe the works of Hippocrates, the famous 

A.A 
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Greek physician (456 B.o.) were studied, and subsequently as the close 
friend of Luke, "the beloved physician" (Col. iv. 14), it is perfecMy 
natural for Paul to use this science for the purrose of illustration. Let 
us consider a few examples. The word translated " without strength " 
in Rom. v. 6, denotes primarily, the impotence caused by disease, and in 
its moral nage here points to the root of a sinner's helplessness, viz., his 
guilt. Hence the suitableness of the remedy that follows : " Christ 
died." "By His stripes we are healed." The practice of cauteri.zation 
and its method," with a hot iron," is referred to in 1 Tim. iv. 2. The 
learned Schleosner says it is a metaphor taken from kauter, a surgical 
instrument, with which any mortified part of the body is "seared " or 
cauterized. The context hints at the connection between hypocrisy and 
insensibility of conscience-" hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." 
The laws of proportion and adaptation which govern the constitution 
of the body physwal are employed in Rom. xii; 4, 5, and 1 Cor. xii. 
14, et seq. to set forth the Divine wisdom in making the various 
members of the body mystu;al mutually related to the Head and mutually 
dependent on each other. "For the body is not one member, but many." 
The first sest-ence disallows the spirit of autocracy in the Church : the 
serond suggests the scope for reciprocity. Diotrephes, "who loveth to 
have the pre-eminence" supplies an odious contrast to the "fellow..: 
helpers·• (3 John 8, 9). "God bath tempered the body together.'' The 
word signifies to mix in proper proportions, to qualify one part by 
another. Harmonious diversity, not rigid uniformity, is God's order; 
is it ours ? There is a suggestion of the body being the organ of the 
mind in 2 Cor. v. 10. "The things done through the body" (R.V. 
marg.). May not this idea be deduced from those passages which treat 
of Christ ~ the Head and the Church as His body ? The Church on 
earth, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, is the organ, the executive instrumenli 
of the Lord in heaven. The marginal reading of 2 Cor. v. 1, R.V., 
'' our bodily frame," as explanatory of "the earthly house of our 
tabernacle," lends countenance to the view that" the house not made 
with hands" indicates not the heavenly state, but the future embodi
ment of the believer's spirit. Hippocrates, already mentioned, writes of 
the soul" leaving the tabernacle of the body." A touching inscription 
in the Catacombs of Rome reads : " Thy spirit God called to emigrate 
from the body." Philosophy and revelation thus join in testimony to 
the divisibility of spirit and matter. True to nature Paul uses the term 
" bowels " as expressing the intense sensitiveness and yearningness of 
his affection. " For God is my record how greatly I long after you all 
in the bowels of Jesus Christ" (Phil. i. 8). "Receive him (Onesimus) 
that is mine own bowels" (Phil. 12). The R.V. "tender heart" in the 
one caEe and " my very heart" in the other may be more euphonious ; 
but the 'apostle's strong Hebraism blends the moral emotion with its 
physiological effect. 

(2) Slavery. Paul"s references to this . institution are made more 
apparent in ihe R.V. than the A.V. ~y the placing of "b?nd:s~rvant" in 
the margin where" servant "occurs m the text. Trench, m his rnvaluable 
work," Synonyms of the Ne'Y Testamen~," quotes Titus ii. 9, as givin_g 
the antithetical terms denotmg the relation between the slave and his 
master-the former is the doulos, '' bond-man ; " the latter is the 
"despotes" (English, "despot"), the possessor and user of absolute 
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power. Trench's. definition of doulo., illumine~ and enriches Paul's 
designation of himself as "the bondservant of ,Jesus Christ ·" "one 
that is in permanent relation of servitude to another, his will dttogether 
swallowed up in the will of the other." Christ's despotism over His own 
is that of love, and the service it commands is "perfect freedom." The 
fact that there was a continual market for slaves at Rome in veets the 
sixth chapter of the epistle to the believers there with special interest. 
How vivid would the contrast be to them between the service of sin and 
that of righteousness I These two principles are personified as masters : 
hence the expression, so often distressingly misunde stood by the writer 
in days past, "being then made free from sio," refers to liberation from 
its tyranny, not from its presence. Through grace we deny the claims 
of Sin and acknowledge the authority of Righteousness alone. What a 
beautiful picture we have in 1 Cor. vii. 21-24 of Christian servitude, 
with its transcendent motive, " bought with a price; " its spiritual 
enfranchisement, •• the Lord's freedman" (R.V.); its glorious independ
ence, "not bondserv .mts of men ! " A feature of ancient slavery, 
principally associated with disgrace, is metaphorically employed in Gal. 
vi. 17, R.V. "From henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear 
branded on my body the marks of Jesus." In ver. 14, the apostle is 
"crucified," the punishment reserved by Roman law for felons and 
slaves-here he is "stigmatized," branded as a slave The disturbing 
Judaizers were glorying in the marks of circumcision, vers. 12, 13 ; 
Paul, in contrast, for the" I " is emphatic, makes his boast in the marks 
of persecution, the scourging and stoning he had endured for Christ's 
sake. Pericles, of whom Plntarch says, " he patiently endured the 
injurious and capricious treatment of his colleagues and countrymen," 
makes the fine observation r.hat " a soldier's chief adornment is a 
scarred face." 

(3) Marrir,ge and domesticity. To the Church which in after days 
was reproved for having left her " first love" Paul wrote of the ineffable 
union betwixt Christ and the Church under the figure of ~he ideal 
marriage contract. " This is a great secret ; but I speak concerning 
Christ and the Church'' (Ephes. v. 32, Gen. ·Ver.). What a delightful 
identity of interests is suggested by the words : " they two shall be one 
flesh! " " But he that is joined to the Lord is one spirit" ( 1 Cor. vi. 
17). How delicately balanced are the respective positions and duties of 
husband and wife ; the supremacy of responsibility and self-sacrificing 
love on the one side, vers. 28, 25 ; and the responsive submission and 
reverence on the other side, vers. 24, 33. Such supremacy will produce 
subjection " to which service is freedom, and to which the refusal of the 
opportunities of service would be intolerable slavery, a forcible repression 
of all the most vigorous and most spontaneous impulses of the heart." 
"To Him that loved us ••. be the dominion." A comparison of ver. 
27 " that He might Himself present unto Himself the Church in stain
les~ glory " with 2 Cor. _xi. 2, "I betrothed you ~o ~ne ?nl! husb_an~: 
even to Christ, that I might present you unto Him i_n v1rgm purity. 
(C. & H.) brings before us the betrothal and the marriage. In the latter 
passage, Paul, like John the Ba~tist, is" the friend o! the Brid~groom," 
who negotiates the betrothal ; m the former the Bndegroom 1s repre
sented so the word for " present" suggests, as taking the Bride and 
placing her beside Himself. What glimpses we have here of mutual 
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sweet_ satisfaction and ·complacent. delight I Well might Rutherford 
exclaim : "0 that shadows and mght were gone, that the do.y would 
break, and that He who feedeth among the lilies would cry to His 
heavenly trumpeters, 'Make ready, let us go down and fold together 
the four corners of the world, and marry the Bride." " Gentle as when 
a nurse cherisheth her own children." ~• As a father with 1his own 
children, exhorting and encouraging you" (1 Thess. ii. 7, 11, R.V.). So 
the apostle describes his conduct at Thessalonica. Gentle as a nurse
mother, cherishing the bairn in her bosom; judicious as a father, blend
ing discipline and encouragement as the child grows up. Admirable 
pattern for pastors ! The Lord grant us grace to sustain this two-fold 
relationship towards all entrusted to our care. · " Be ye therefore 
followers of God, as dear children" (Ephes. v. 1). R.V. reads 
"imitators of God." In the training of children especially, "exampl~ 
speaks louder than precept." "Fafher does it" is often the child's 
explanation of-alas! that it should sometimes be the apology for-his 
own conduct. The apostle has just urged the example of God}s. for
giving love, chap. iv. 32 ; he now enjoins upon the Ephesians, as the 
children of His love, the imitation of their Heavenly Father. · 

(4) Jurisprudence. In this science the Romans excelled all the rest 
of the nations. It is, therefore, with peculiar fitness that legal phrases 
are so often used in the epistle to the Church at Rome. Some of these 
appear in the eighth chapter in a most impressive connection. 
"Delivered Him up'' ver. 32 (so chap. iv. 25, R.V.) is a term of law 
and its use here points to the divinely judicial aspect of Christ's' death : 
a view which some modern theological writers deny. The death· of 
Calvary is the vindication of law, no Iese than the .exemplification of 
grace. "There is, therefore, now no condemnation" (chap. viii), i.e., 
no sentence of death. (Of. the Saviour's words in John v. 24, "He shall 
not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.") And 
so in chap. v. 18, we have the phrase, "justification of life.'' The 
sentence of death was passed on our sin, " God condemned sin in the 
flesh" (ver. 3 ), and the sentence was suffered on the Cross (see marg.). 
" For the death that He died, He died unto sin once for all -" ( chap. vi. 
10, R.V.). Christ's death exhausted the claims for justice in respect of 
oar sin. " Who shall lay anything to the charge of (lit., bring an 
accusation against) God's elect?" (ver. 33). In Roman law the person 
who "laid the charge" was technically called "the Accuser." '(Of. Acts 
xxiii. 26-30, and Rev. xii. 10. " The accuser of oar brethren, who 
accused them before God.") The Accuser was answered by the Advocate. 
"Christ that died ... maketh irderceuion for us'' (ver. 34). Beza's 
Latin Testament gives the word "interpellat" in this verse. Cicero 
employs "interpellatio " for " an action before a court " (Cassell's 
Latin Dictionary). This word giyes vividness to the scene: we see the 
Advocate pleading his client's cause and refuting his Accuser in the 
presence of the Judge. "Simon, Simon, Satan asked to have you ••• 
but I made supplication for thee" (Luke xxii. 31, 32, R.V.). In this 
view the correlative of the intercession is the accusation of the adversary, 
not the disposition of the Judge. · Christ's work as our Advocate is not 
to soften a rigorous Deity, but rather to silence an implacu.ble foe. In 
the light of the context the word " separate " in vers. •35, 39, has a 
pathetic significance. How many separations, banishments from loved 
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ones r~ulted from accusing the elect in those days of persecution, e.g., 
John ID Patmoe. But the separated ones drew unfailing comfort and 
invincible hope from the pEreuasion (Welsh Version "certainty") that 
no accuser, visible or invisible, could banish them from the love of God. 
Well may Professor Stuart conclude his exposition of this chapter thus: 
•· A blessed, cheering, glorious hope, which only the Gospel and atoning 
blood can insiire 1 " 

In closing this series of papers on "The Metaphors of Paul's Epistles," 
the writer ventures to indulge the hope that, under the Divine blessing, 
hie effort may lead the reader to a deeper appreciation of "the words 
which the Holy Ghos~ teacheth" (1 Cor. ii. 13). May both reader and 
writer be favour~d with a fuller experimental knowledge of the blessed 
facts enshrined within the words. Amen. 

SY.MPHONIOUS PRAYER. 
An Address delivered before the Secretaries' Praye1· Union/' in the Drawing 

Room of Exete1· Hall, on Thursday, October 23rd, 1902. 

BY w. JEYES STYLES. 

" If two of you she.II agree on earth a.s touching anything tha.t they sha.ll a.sk, 
it· sha.ll be done for them of My Father which is in heaven. For where two or 
three a.re gathered together in My name there a.m I in the midst of them." 
-Matt. xviii. 19, 20. 

WORDS familiar, though often misquoted and misapplied! Some 
suppose that they ascribe a speciality to prayer for evangelical 

success, and cite them-" If ye ask anything as touching the kingdom." 
The "two's and three's who meet in Christ's name" are again often 
referred to. Why this watering down of the grand thought, " are 
gathered iogetker 1 " A meeting may be convened by mere human 
arra~gement : but the truth designed is that spiritual men are drawn by 
the Spirit's energy around their Lord's pel'l!on~ " There am I to bless 
them and do them good." The Master's meaning is frequently mis
represented by this poor addition. His nearness to each one of the 
gathered company is His evident meaning-nor could He be present and 
we be unbenefited and unblessed. I charge none, who thus refer so 
loosely to the Master's choice words, with error. Such phraseology may 
be Biblical, but it is not Bible, and respect for the letter of inspired 
deliverances should surely characterise our devotional utterances. 

But our business is prayer, of which it is remarkable that no 
universally accepted definition exists ; all that have been proposed 
having been proved erroneous or defective. Happily " grace" has 
"taught our souls to pray," nor do we need the help of theologians to 
approach our God with confidence and joy. 

Three of the Master's utterances on the subject, just now touch 
my hea1t-Matt. vii. 7, 8. This refers to private prayer under the 

*Thea.hove is a. Union of the Secretaries of various Eve.ngelioa.l a.nd Benevo
lent Societies, our own beloved John E. Hazelton, of " Aged Pilgrims " fa.me, 
bei11-g a.moog the number. Its gatherings, the sole object of which is pr~y~r, a~e 
held monthly during the winter. The speaker's presence, purely a.s a v1s1tor,_1s 
attributable to the kindness of his brother, F. Horace Newton, of the Be.pt1st 
Building Fund, a.nd Chairman of the above. Union for 1902-3. 
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strain of present and pressing need. The urgencl of such petitions 
necessitates brevity. ,ve "ask,"" seek,''" knock,' going from intelli
gent appeal to sad quest of Him who seems to hide Himself, only to 
tind a baITed door confronting us. What then? Why, like Mercy, in 
the "Pilgrim's Progress," to knock in almost frenzied desperation, till 
" in due season " it is opened to us. 

Matt. vi. G, deals with prayer when no special necessity forces us to 
the throne ; and we come because we are "athirst for God" and yearn 
for intercourse with Him. The soul is at leisllre, and acts with holy 
deliberation. "Enter into thy closet ; " "shut thy door." Do not 
hurry, child of God, as thou art. " Pray to thy Father which is in 
secret." Put thy poor lips very close to Bis ear, and thou sbalt obtain 
the reward which mere ostentatious piety fails to secure. 

Such prayers are the prelude and preparation for those you are here 
to offer to-night. 

But regard our special verse. Jt teaches that united prayer has a 
most real relation to tu:o worlds. We offer it" on earth." It is heard 
and heeded of the Father in heaven. A truism so trite, you say, as to 
claim no enforcement. Are you sure? Do we all realise that our 
petitions here in this upper room at Exeter Ball really affect the great 
Being we call God, though, in Bis iminediate presence, He is so far 
away, and move Him to act for us in thls very world from which our 
desires, vocalised with common breath, are ascending ? 

It tells us the condition under which our blended praJers become so 
singular and exct:ptional a power-they must be 1·n accord. The word 
translated "shall agree" is a musical term,and rendered literally, would 
be "symphonise." Its nJerence is to strings tuned in unison: one 
may be thin and require but little tene~on ; another stout and need a 
greater strain. The tone of some may be harsh or thin ; of others 
round and resonant-but all emit the same musical note. Our experi
ence explains the allusion. How often when thus "gather£d together" 
have we felt that one mind and one heart characterised all present. 
Others spoke for us better than we could have for ourselves ; voiced our 
half-realised thoughts, and interpreted our own difficulties for us when 
they pleaded with God. 

The company must, again-as I have said-be a" gathered" on_e
an impulse, mysterious, irresistible, Divine, bringing the symphomous 
hearts together. We come, not btcause we have nothing better to do, 
to wile away the tedium of a vacant half hour or to vary the monotony 
of life's work or solicitude. The voice whispers, " Go," and we cannot 
choose but bear. When thus summoned, dear friends, anticipate great 
results, for they are on the wing. 

Our business is asking, in the fewest, straightest, simple11t words
and permission extends to'' anything." Here is another speciality. The 
original is not an adjective in the neuter gender merely requiring the 
word " thing" to be supplied. A term meaning an " affair,'' "a matter 
of business," a" something to be done," is employed. This touches on 
your special life-work. Whoever may be the President, or Chairman of 
a society, however long and lordly the list of Patrons, the burden of the 
act.ual work rests on the Secretary. I wonder what is the particular 
"pragma" weighing on each individual heart to-night. How to find 
sorely-needed funds; how to bring and keep one's colleagues and fellow-
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wor~ets in loving a~d loyal touch ; how _to avoid this catastrophe ; to 
provide for that contmgency. I am certain that you must know some
thing about such perplexities. 
• Note the promise," It shall be done/or them, of My Father.'' They 

shall be empowered to act efficiently. This for our comfort is implied 
-" it shall be done for them" is however, grander. When we have 
thought, and cogitated and muddled our poor hearts into hopeless 
b~wilderment, the ~emedy i~ just to ask our Father to disentangle the 
difficulty, and to wait for Him to do what we feel we cannot. 

Mr:. Spurgeon once told me that he regarded prayer as a means 
tc<> an end, and when he had brought things to God, deemed it Faith's 
highest wisdom to leave them with Him and qo to sleep. May such 
sleep often be ours, when, having done our poor all, and exhausted our 
every resource, we whisper ihat it is now God's promised time to fulfil 
the Master's words, and quietly watch the premises till the operations 
of His unseen Hand are obvious to all. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK . 
. BY P.A.STOR THOMAS JONES. 

" Wherein He hath abounded mw.ard us in all wisdom a.nd prudence ; 
having ma.de known unto us the mystery o1 His will, a.ccording to His good 
pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself."-Eph. i.·8,.9. 

CONTINUING our meditations on this precious, and I may say 
priceless, portion of the Word, what great truths unfold themselves, 

what hidden mysteries of the kingdom of grace are revealed. In the 
seventh verse the Holy Spirit had made known the eternal purpose of 
God in redemption. In these verses the Spirit shows the manner or 
mode of revelation. I ask my reader's permission to insert the 
"R.V." rendering, because it is more explicit, and suggestive-'' Which 
He made to abound toward us." The idea conveyed is that there is an 
inexhaustible fulness of undiminished wealth of grace in God, and that 
out of that plenitude of grace God hath lavished and still doth 
lavish, unstintingly upon His elect people. " Manifold grace," ·i.e., 
grace in rich profusion is unsparingly bestowed upon the " heirs of 
salvation." Apply these thoughts to verse seven; and they reveal the 
munificence of redemption, the wealth of riches in remission, and the 
inexpressible store of provision in the fountain Head. A. boundless 
ocean of unequalled, and immeasurable blessing for the enrichment of 
God's "purchased possession.'' All these inestimable gifts and graces, 
God in His great love, and infinite mercy, "hath made to abound 
toward us." Truly God has given the richest, and most co~tly and 
precious things to His children. How very tme and appropriate are 
His words! "He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things ? " 
His " exceeding great and precious promises " are assured to us as being 
"Yea and Amen." 

Why do so manl mourn over their leanness, while there is 
"marrow and fatness,' " wine well refined," and a pressing invitation. 
" E!l.t O friends, drink, yea drink abundantly, 0 beloved ? " May the 
Holy Spirit make our precious Redeemer, " a bundle of myrrh. • • . a 



372 THE .EARTHEN VESSEL 

cluster of camphire : " that we may be "stayed with flagons " and 
" comforted witti apples : '' and " sit down under His shadow with great 
delight." Let _us not forl!et that "God is ab~e to make all grace abound" 
to us as H~ did to those •• who have obtamed the promises." But I 
must not digress further, but come t,o our Scripture. The fir:t thing 
I want to notice is- · 

GOD'S METHOD OF REVEALING THESE THINGS ·ro us . 
. " In the wi.sdom." Here we have Divine purpose and plan, which 

plamly shows the merciful care God took in due time to reveal. The 
word wisdom contains the past and present of all that God does. The 
highest wisdom is evinced in devising the stupendous plan of redemp
tion, which means a scheme eminently adapted t(l save men. We as 
Christians believe that •• Christ crucified" was-and is by many~ 
esteemed both as '·foolishness" and a" stumbling-block." Yer, we are 
fully convinced that in that wonderful crucifixion the "manifold wisdom 
of IJ-od" is fully declared. I mean that· the salvation of men, the 
clearing of the guilty, the pronouncing of the criminal blameless, the 
justifica.tio!!. of the ungodly, and the glorification of the redeemed: at 
the same time God's law honoured and justice satisfied, without one 
attribute being impeached, is a marvellous display of Divine wisdom to 
my mind. 

Thrn \te have the highest wisdom displayed in the way God deals 
with us, in bringing us to a knowledg~ or Himself; or in "making us 
wise unto salvation." Truth is at every man's disposal, its history in 
every man's passes-ion who has a Bible. .But the effectual application 
is reserved. Special means are used, agents and instruments employed 
in enabling us.to understand Divine purpose, to feel His heart of mercy, 
to appro.e (lf His plan, and concur.in His redemption. To execute that 
purpose, and to perfect God's plan in us, the Spirit, providence, and 
the ministry of the Word, are all combined in working out what infinite 
wisdom devised. · · . 

.A..notber word is added, PRUDENCE. This word takes in all that 
God will do. and suggests to us the intelligent way in which He. 
will do it. There is not the shadow of doubt in my mind but what 
all necessary arrangements of Providence and grace are so ordered 
as to secure the entire accomplishment of all that Infinite Wisdom 
has devised, concerning the salvation and experience of all the 
chosen seed. Prudence implies special skill in dealing with individoal 
cases. I mean the calling and qualifying of men for particular office 
and service-e.g .. men were called and fitted by God to be prophets, 
and later fishermen were called to the apostleship. To-day we boast 
of the great men who largely contributed to the Church's history-men 
who made that history what it is, such as Augustice, Calvin, Luther, 
Wycliffc, Buny11n.; and more modern men, such as Philpot, Wells, 
Sputgec,n, und many others. The i;:ecret of their power, infl~enc!), and 
grea.meEs lies in the fact of God's skilful and special qualificat10nP. No 
one man could do tue otb.er's work. This wisdom and prudence abound 
towards us in giving to the Church a succession_ o_f men to carr1 on ~he 
great work of 1,alvation. To-day, God, the D1v10e Worker, 1s tittm_g 
men to fill unique positions. It. may be that the great wise Pott_er 1s 
fitting you for some special coruer ,of the great vineyard. Your busmess 
is to watch, pray, wait! · · 
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THE REVELATION OF GOSPEL MYSTERIES. 

" Having made known the mystery," etc. There are two significa
tions to the word mystery as used here. It means those facts and 
doctrines which are beyond the ken of human knowledge-e.g., to the 
Old Testament saints redemption was a secret: they did not comprehend 
the fundamental doctrines of the Cross. They only knew in part-a 
small part-the glorious doctrine of substitution as compared with men 
of later ages. We may add to this the profound doctrines already con
sidered, I mean election and predestination. Mystery, as used here 
refers to the secret purpose of God, something not known to angels, or 
IIien of former ·ages, yet now "made known." The union of Jew and 
Gentile in Chrisli,-the final consummation of all in the one eternal 
living Head. To regenerated and spiritually enlightened men, these 
sublime truths are made plain by the Spirit who dwells in them. 

"Of His will." God's will is to show merc.v, and to manifest love 
to His people. This world is the platform of Divine operations, both 
of Providence and grace : and the11e two occupy the great thought of 
the eternal God. The end contemplated in all Divine operations is to 
redeem and glorify man. Soch is the purpose-the "good pleasure of 
His will." Thus the stream flows from the fountain Head through all 
the vessels of mercy, and goes back to the Giver in grateful praise and 
adoration. Thus it will be seen that God operates in a huge circle, 
from Himself, throttgh as to· Himself; The- great purpose and plan 
of eternal redemption, and glorification of the saints, originated with 
God, concealed for a time-now revealed, awaiting the final consumma
tion, when all shall be delivered up to Him who is " God over all, and 
blessed for evermore." 

Tbe great question with us, dear reader, is this. Have we by His 
grace been initiated into these great truths, or are they still concealed 
from us ? One thing remains true, viz., " The mystery which hath 
been hid from ages, and from generations, bat now is made manifest to 
His saints." May the vail be removed from our eyes, so that we may 
fully and plainly see the great revelation of Jesus, and seeing, live in 
it.9 rich pos'lession ! · · · 

A PLEA FOR THE POOR. 
BY E. MITCHELL. 

cc· Give alms of suoh thirigs as ye ha.ve; and, behold, a,11 things are clean unto 
you."-Luke xi. 41.. · 

]lTE would "open oar mouth for the dumb " once more in pleading 
H the cause of the poor. The revolving year has again brought 

the season when our readers have been wont to "rem~mber the poor." 
The number of the poor has not diminished, nor have their needs 
decreased and we are looking for an inflow of bounty to replenish our 
meal ba~el, so that we may be able to pass on a go?dly ·num~e':" of 
handfuls to cheer the hearts of the needy, and cause their thanksg1vrngs 
to abound. 

The words of our Lord at the head of this short appeal are of wide 
application. · Originally addressed to Pharisees, bound up in the 
cerements of their rigid ceremonial observances, tb.ey exposed their folly 
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in supposing that God cared, except for tea,:ihiog purposes, for distinc
tions in meats. At the same time they teach us that a bountiful God 
ta~es pleasure in liberal things. He has given us richly all things to 
enJoy ; He does not call us to asceticism, but He would have us give !.\ 

portion of that which he has so bountifully bestowed upon us to meet. 
the necessities of our poorer brethren and sisters. This will be a kind 
of purification, or dedication, of our substance-all things-the passage 
treats only of natural supplies-all things will in this way be clean unto 
us. When you sit down to your own well spread tables-spread by His 
bounty, be it remembered-all will be sanctififid to you, have His bless
ing resting upon it, as you have remembered the poor. We believe 
in the power of love. We believe that a free grace Gospel, really 
received in the heart, conforms that heart in measure to the Lord of 
grace. Hence we expect a liberal response to our appeal on behalf of 
the poor. Among those whom we hope to assist, through the bounty of 
our readers, there are aged and woi-n-out ministers, and widows of 
ministers, as well as others who have occupied honourable positions in 
the various Churches to which they belong, or have belonged, and who 
in days gone by themselves gave freely of their substance to assist the 
poor. We write no more. Let the Saviour's words have their due 
effect on your mind and heart. "Give alms of such things as ye have." 
And, presently, He will say," Inasmuch as ye have done it uni;<> one of 
the least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me." 

TRUE peace is the fruit of spirituality: therefore, it ii an inflow from 
the ocean-fulness of God. The world cannot give it : a man cannot 
give it to himself. nor win it by mere resolution. In right condition .it 
comes, like heavenly-mindedness, of which it is a part.-Charles G. Ames. 

THE PULPIT, 'THE PRESS, AND THE PEN. 

"The Devonshire Road Pulpit." E. 
Wilmshnrst, Blackheath, S.E., or of 
the author, J J arris, 69, Fordel Road, 
Catford, S.K. Price Two Shillings, 
cloth, lettered. 

TWELVE sermons preached by Mr. J. 
Jarvis, pastor of the Strict and Par
ticular Baptist Church, at Devonshire 
Road Chapel, Greenwich. Mr. Jarvis 
publishe1 a sermon mo:ithlr, '!'hich moy 
be obtained as a.hove, and this volume 
is one year's issue thereof. The sermons 
are thoroughly sound in doctrine, and 
of a deeply experimental character, 
The author a.1ms at the edification of 
the people of God. He is evidently a 
Spirit-taught minister of the New Testa
ment. One of those who " by reason of 
use have their senses exercised to discern 
both good ·and evil." The range of sub
jects, a.nd method of handling them, 

show one who makes the whole Word 
of God his text book, and is familia.r 
with its sacred contents. Experimenta.l 
believers will find sa.voury meat here, 
each as their souls love. 
"El,ection," a.nd " The Story of the 

World told again." Percy W. Heward, 
14, Pier Head, Wapping, E. Price, 
One Halfpenny · each ; Sixpence per 
dozen, post free. 

" ELECTION ,. is a booklet of eight small 
pages, re-printed from "Thoughts on 
the Word of God," of which Mr. Hewa.rd 
is the Editor. The article is from bis 
own pen. We fear that the very word 
" El,ection " has been well-nigh blotted 
out of the religious vocabulary of t,he 
day ; and the doctrine tba.t it represents 
is, like its great Author, "despise<! a.nd 
rejected of men," We welcome a.ny 
signs of a revival of sound doctrine, and 
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are glad, therefore, to find that Mr, 
Heward is not ashamed of this fonda
mentnl truth of the Gospel. We think 
he has aaid as maoh as can well be said 
on so great a aubject in so small a com
pa,a. We ventare a short quotation:
" A choice implies ia Ohooser, and can 
the dead choose?" [Mr. Heward bas 
previoaaly proved man by nature to be 
dead in sin.] "How coald a corrupt 
one bring forth the good frait of seeking 
God?'' The Electhn is, therefore, on 
God's part. Bat is it conditional and 
beoaase of faith foreseen ? Contingen
cies are unknown to Jehovah. Faith is 
the effect· of Election, or Titus i. 1 is 
meaningleas. Can it be the canse of 
that which causes it ? If faith be of men, 
the supposiLion that it precedes the 
election of God makes Election a beau
tiful nothing. H faith be from a.bove 
(Eph. ii. 8; Phil. i. 29; Jas. i. 17), the 
arg11ment of objector■ is shattered. Any 
idea of faith-foreseen denies human 
depravity, and asks God to 1rive His 
glory to one of His creatures." There 
is one word which we could wish bad 
not been used, a~ we think a bet· er one, 
more accurately expressing the meaning 
of the passage, and open to no objl'Ction, 
might have been employed. Mr. 
Heward writes: " The addressees of 
God's offers-be it also noted-are not 
pro11d sinners, but the thirsty or heavy 
laden, i.e., those in whom the Spirit has 
already WJ'Oughtcanvictinn." We would 
have pnt calls iasteid of offers. We are 
well aware that the word offer, to denote 
the invitations of G >d's Word, was used 
by most of the. Puritan authors ; we 
know, too, that Bunyan use.d it, and it 
can be found even in Huntin.tton, yet 
we think caZZ more accurately expresses 
the meaning of such passages as, ·• Ho, 
every one that thirsteth," or, " Come 
unto Me, all ye that labour and. are 
heavy laden,'' etc., and, at the same 
time, is free from any ehadow of 
suspicion. 

'.' Ths Story of the World Told Agmin," 
11 by S. A. Heward. It is told in simple, 
easy running verse, and intended, we pre
sume, more especially for children. It is 
divided into past-under which hearling 
the beauty of the oriainal creation and 
the innocency of ourfi~st parents, together 
with their fall, i1 recounted; present
wherein the effects of ain are set forth 
with the hope of deliverance through 
the Lord Jes111 Christ; a 1d, future
here the view of the aathosees is that 
commonly known as" Millemiial." Dr. 
Gill and Mr. Toplady both held this 
view strongly. We have never been 
abl~ to rPceive it, b:1t dare not be dog
matic. It seems to us to be an opinion. 
rather than a matter of faith. Of 
course, the aecond coming of our Lord 
is a matter of faith with all believers, 
but not the millennial view of that event. 
Hereequallv good men differ. Here we 
must leave it, 
"The Olive Branch." London: J. 

Briscoe, 18, 20, 2'l; Banner S~reet, 
Finsbury, E.C., and R. Banks & Son, 
6, Racquet Court, Fleet Street, E.C. 
Monthly, Price One Halfpenny. 

THIS illuatrated periodical has now com
pleted its seventeenth volame, and shows 
RO aign of falling off in the quality of 
its contents. It is made up of s~rip
tural stories and articles of a.n instructive 
and intereil'ing character, with pieces of 
a moral nature, notices of Bible animals. 
brief referenc !B to historical events of 
importance, aud short anecdotes. It is 
thor,mghly sound and reliable in its 
teaching, and well adapted for circula
tion among the acholars of 'lUr Sunday 
S ihools. For the purpose of introducing 
it among the schools, Mr. Briscoe will 
supply back numhers to superintendents, 
secretaries, or teachers, for the co;t of 
postage. Send for a parcel, and distri
bute among your s~holars, and get them 
to take a monthly copy. Periodicals of 
this kind shoald be far more eacoaraged 
than they hitherto have been. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

ACTON TABERNACLE. - At the olusion of the evening service Mr. 
Monthly Church Meeting in Ootober, Jame~ Wright, in the name and on the 
Mr. W. Archer resigned his pastorate, behalf of members and friends or the 
the state of his health and the distanc11 C;i.nee, presented the pastor with a 
of his residence from Aoton, leading purse containing £5 10~. as a small 
him to feel it to be his duty to do so in parting gift, and, as an expression of 
the interests of the Ohuroh, and, on esteem in love for his work's sake. Mr. 
Lord's-day, Oct. 26th, he preached hie S. G. Elliott, jast previously to the pre
farewell sermons; in the morning eentation, read a farewell addres~, 
taking for his text Isa. :d. 1, 2, and in testifying to Mr. Archer's steadfast 
the evening Phil. iv. 19. At the con• adherence to the truth of God, and to 
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his faithful ministry ; gratefully 
acknowledging, too, his many years of 
devoted labour as pastor, and his ea.rnf'st 
personal efforts in connection with the 
founding of the Cause and the build
ing of the chapel; the address concluded 
with the prayer, that the grace of God 
might abound towards him and that 
the presence and blessing of the Lord 
might crown his closing days. Mr. 
Archer in responding expressed his 
heartfelt appreciation of the love and 
goodwill manifested towards him in 
parting, and said that whilst he would 
not ce.lse to pray for the peace and 
prosperity of the Church at Acton, it 
would be a comfort and help to him to 
know that he was still remembered by 
his brethren and sisters in their prayers 
at the throne of grace.-S. G. E. 

BEXLEY, KENT.-I spent a very 
happy day on Lord's-day. Oct. 26th, in 
this favoured town. What a privilege 
the lovers of God's eternal truth have 
in this highly favoured district, in 
having two places of trnth in their very 
midst, viz. :-P"'8tor J. H. Pourids, at the 
B~ptist Chapel, and minister, Rev. Fred 
Cecil Lovely, B.A., at the Free Church 
of England; the Iron Building now 
standing on unconsecrated ground; the 
Bishop has no right to interfere. Both 
these men of God preach the same free
grace Gospel that we all so hie:hly prize. 
I was very pleased to hea.r Mr. Lovely 
speak out so faithfully; he brought to 
my mind the faithful ministry of his 
late blessed father, who for twenty 
years preached God's eternal truth in 
the Church of Muy Key, in Ipswich. 
Alas, when the Lord called him home, 
no other clergyman was left to pro
claim the whole truth in our E ~ta blished 
Churches in the borough.-E. C. S. 

ILFORD (EBENEZEB, CLEVELAND• 
ROAD).-We held our harvest tbanks
gi ving services on Lord's-day, October 
19th. and Ta.esda.y, 21st. On the L'lrd's
da.y two sermons were prea.ched by the 
pastor (Mr. Ja.mes Othen). On Ta.esday 
afternoon pastor H. T. Chilvers was 
gracioa.sly helped in preacl!ing from 
the last verse of Pd&. :xxiii., "Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me," 
etc., and was very much enjoyed ny the 
,hearers. At the evening meeting we 
were much disappointed at the absenne, 
through illness, of brother I. H.. 
Wa.kelin,who had kindly promised (D.V.) 
to preside, and of brother E. Marsh, who 
was expected to address the friends, 
Letters expressive of regret at their 
inability to be present, and 'ii ishing u~ 
every blessing, being read from eaoh, 
respectively. After singing, the chair
man. Mr. J. Othen, read Pea. ciii. 
Brother W. G. Faunch then soul!'ht the 
Lord's blessing. Pastor F. C. Holden, 
in his address, founded on Pda. xxiv. 

l, "The earth is the Lord'd," eto., spoke 
of the goodness of God in Pro'!idence1 
but more especially of the bleesea 
fulness of everythiµg to be found in 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; but God was 11, 

God of means-as in nature so in g'raoe. 
Th·ose who would reap must sow, 
quoting the texts: "They that sow in 
tears shall reap in joy." "Be not 
deceived, God is not mooked : whatso
ever a m"n soweth that shall he also 
reap." "He that goeth forth weeping," 
etc. Pastor F .. Noyes drew. a.ttentic;m to 
how much there was contained in the 
word "Harvest," both in Providel).ce 
and grace. On the Lord's pa.rt there 
was foreknowledge; purposl', promise, 
performance, faithfulness; and experi
mentally by His people-preparation, 
prayer, hope, reliance and patience in 
waiting for rea.liea.tion, · which was 
certain in God's own time. Brother W. 
G. Fe:unch then read a sho.rt eta.teme:nt, 
showmg the goodneRs of the Lord in 
cJnnection with the Building Fund, by 
enabling us through the kindness of the 
friends to reduce the debt on the chapel 
from £105 to £60 since the 1st of 
January last. Pastor H. T. Chilvers 
was again much helped ip. addressing 
the friends on the · subject of praise 
and thanksgiving, and a devout· recog
nition of God's goodness in the past of 
our li:ves. Sometimes, when over
whelmed with 11, sig.ht of it, expressed 
by tears only; at others, 11,e in the case 
of Paul a.nd Sila.a, although in prison, 
by einging; and Jehoshaphat, when 
surrounded with enemies, and notwith
standing hie fea.r, prayed to the Lord, 
exhorted the people, and appointed 
singers to praise the Lord, with the 
result that the Lord . made them to 
rejoice over their.enemies. After some 
a.pprop~iate remarks:from the chairman 
& moat enjoyable, and, it is trus~ed, 
profitable meeting wa·s broa.ght -to 11, 

olose, About 50 friends partook of tea1 
and the services were well a.ttendea 
throughout. To our Divine God be all 
the praise.-W. G. F. 

SA.XMUNDHAM,-On Thursday last, 
the Harvest Home thanksgiving ser
vices at Ba.ptist Chapel, Saxmundham, 
were continued from the previous 
Sabbath. Nearly 100 persons attended 
the public tea, At the after-meeting, 
pa.stor H. M. Morling (Aldringham), 
presided. Mr. Sparrow led thedevotional 
exercises. Very good and seasonable 
addresses were given by pastor R. 
Frankland (Beccles), Mr. F. Lockw.ood 
(Leiston), Mr. Oxborrow (A.ldring
ha.m). The chapel was packed, and 
manr, persons were unable to gain 
admittance. Some old-fashioned hymns 
were sa.ng. Very good collections were 
realized. Friends were present from 
Aldringh&m, Friston, Tunstall, and 
Leiston. 
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LONDON BTRICr BAPrISl' MINIS-
TERS' ASSOCIATION. 

Ta.m 17th annual meeting was held at 
Soho .Baptist Chapel (kindly lent for 
the occasion) on Taesday, October 21st. 
In the afternoon pastor T. Jones was 
helped to preach from Ephea. iii. 8, 
appearing to be at home in his subject, 
to the pleasure and profit of those pre
sent.. The attendance was exceedingly 
good, and amongst the representative 
gathering we were pleased to see the 
esteemed vice-president of the Associa
tion, pastor E. Mitchell, in whose etead 
owing to recent indisposition) M.r. J 9nes 
preached. 

A well-provided tea was apparently 
in request, and much enjoyed by the 
many preeent. 

The evening meeting was ably pre
sided over by our ever-willing presi
dent, pastor R. E. Bears. After reading 
2 Cor. iv. 1-6, Mr. F. T. Newman, hon. 
sec. of the M.A.S.B.C., was called upon 
to seek a blessing upon the gathering. 
',rhe indefatigable secretary, brother S. 
Banke, presented hie report, which 
showed an increased number of mem
bers, also the increased usefulness of 
the Association. Number of members, 
47 (18 pastors and 29 n11n-pa,stors). 
Interesting facts were related of how 
the 29 non-pastors had preached be
tween them 1,800 sermons in our pastor
lees Churches, and delivered some hun
dreds of Gospel addresses in the open 
air during the year. One brother, it 
was stated, spent his holiday in nobly 
11 w~tnessing " by addressing . large 
audiences-one of the outdoor meetings 
numbering, it is said, 85,000. Snob a 
record evidences the life and spirit of 
the Association, and prayer is sought 
for interest, men, and money. Since 
the· last anniversary the Association 
had lost by the II home-call" one ·of its 
vice-presidents, the late pastor John 
Box, who was ever a warm friend and a 
brother beloved ; also the late· brother 
James Gardner. Our great loss is their 
gain. In the absence, through illness, of 
the treasurer, pastor S. T. Belcher, a 
satisfactory financial statement was 
read. 

The report of the Benevolent Fund 
was presented by the active secretary, 
brother S. J. Taylor, which revealed 
the practical sympathy received from 
the Churches and the rendering of the 
same to necessitous brethren. 

The president in his kind remark! 
referred to the necessity of the work 
being carried on, and emphasized the 
importance of more open-air preaching, 
enlarging of coasts, and breaking up of 
new ground. 

Pastor Mntimer, president of the 
M.A.S.B.C. (a worthy member of the 
Association), was called upon to address 
the meeting upon the subject of 
"Christian Baptism,". and, employiug 

an acrostic, he freely, fully, and for· 
cibly evidenced his belief, to our edifi• 
cation. 

Pastor Rose, of Woolwich, spoke very 
thoughtfully upon some '· Correlatives 
of the Christian :Ministry,·· taking for 
a basis 2 Cor. iv. Commenting upon his 
helpful address, the chairman remarked 
that if we ever should rise to a. theo
logical college, we should have a.n able 
professor in Mr. Rose. 

Brother B11rra.ge, of Wa.tford. was 
helped to speak of tha.t which he was 
no stranger to-" The constra.ining love 
of Christ." 

Our a.ble conductor of the Churches' 
United Choir, and self-designa.ted 
" ba.by •' of the Association, brother 
W. A. Tooke, spoke upon•· The import
ance of the service of praise in wor
ship." Certainly he had a. model to 
work upon in the well-)!'athered choir of 
friends whose delightful smging bore 
out his remarks. Referring to the Word 
as the authority, he showed that praise 
properly rendered with heart a.nd voice 
wa.s important, and recommended the 
gathering together for practising the 
tones we did know and the ones we 
do not know. 

Another member, brother S. H. 
Brown, dwelt upon the preacher's sub
ject, "Christ crucified,'' pointing out 
that whilst the preaching is to the 
comforting of the soul, it i• also to the 
warning of the ungodly. 

Votes of thanks to the deacons of 
the chapel, the la.dies, chairman, 
a.nd to the United Cnoir, were duly 
carried. 

We ha.ve cause to praise God for the 
sym])athy shown by the many friends 
present, amongst whom we were 
pleased to see our esteemed friend, Mr. 
w. J. Styles. "SERVITOR." 

CROYDON (DEBBY-ROAD, SUNDAY· 
SCHOOL).-The 26th anniversary ser• 
vices of the above Sonday-school were 
held on Sunday, October 19th. We 
commenced with a. prayer-meeting at 
7.30 a.m., at which the presence of the 
Master was feelingly realised. At 11 
and 6.30 our paator (Mr. E. Beecher) 
wa.s greatly helped in preaching en
couraging and helpful sermons to very 
good congregations, and also in giving 
an address to our scholars in the after• 
noon, basing hie remarks on the word 
''Remember." Special hymns were sung 
by the scholan throughout the ser
vices. On Wednesday, October 22nd, 
the services were continued, when Mr. 
Standing, of Burgess-hill, preached a 
very good sermon in the afternoon, 
taking for his text Rom. v. I, :>,. A 
goodly number of scholars a.nd friends 
sat down to a good tea., well served, and 
the evening meeting commenced at 6.30, 
Mr. I. R. Wakelin h9.d promised to pre
side, but, owing to ill-health, was 
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unable to attend. Mr. B. T. De.le wa.s 
a.lso prevented from fulfilling his 
engagement a.s a. speaker through pres• 
sure of business. Our pastor therefore 
took the cha.ir, a.nd Mr. Cullingford 
earnestly sought the Divine blessing on 
the meeting. A report of the year's 
work wa.s read a.nd very hearty, cheer
ful, and stirring addresses were de
livered by pastors H.J. Wileman and 
Standing. The scholars again took their 
p&rt by singing special hymns, our 
organist (Mrs. Bennett) ably taking 
the le&d. The attendance or friends 
was very good as a.lso were the finan
cial results, a.nd it is with gratitude and 
strengthened faith in our God's ability 
and willingness to fulfil His promises 
that we commence another year in 
hope.-E. S. B., Hon. Sec. 

WELLINGBOROUGH (THE TABER• 
NACLE). - INTERESTING PRESENTA· 
TION).-On Tuesday afternoon, Novem
ber 4th, the members of the Mothers' 
Sewing Meeting met in the large 
schoolroom to partake of their usual 
autumn tea. Over ninety sat down to 
enjoy the well-spread repast. These 
meat teas are always much enjoyed by 
the members, and, occurring periodi
cally, are looked forward to with 
pleasure. Taking advantage of the 
fact that Mr. and Mrs. Burgess would 
shortly be leaving Wellingborough, the 
members had decided to mark their 
appreciation of their connection with 
the meeting by making them a present. 
After te& the pastor thanked those 
frieuds who had helped to carry on the 
meetings, and then called on Mr. D. 
Dnlley to address them. Mr. Dulley, 
speaking with evident emotion, said 
that Miss Mather had asked him to 
come and say a few word~ to them. In 
doing so, he said he had what was to 
him both a pleasant and a painful duty 
to perform-painful, inasmuch 11,s they 
would soon have to say good-bye to Mr. 
and Mrs. Burgess, who would be leaving 
them. Mr. Dnlley paid a high compli
ment to the pastor and his wife with 
regard Lo their labours in Welling
borough, a.nd said that he was person
ally very sorry, and he also voiced the 
opinion of the meeting that the change 
was imminent. Jt gave him, however, 
pleasure, on behalt of the Mothers' 
Sewing Meeting, to present Mr. and 
Mre. Burgess with a very handsome 
conch, upholstered in leather, with a 
whatnot, and with a toilet service, 
which the members of the meeting had 
subscribed for. · It would, however, he 
said, have been a far greater pleasure to 
have given that present had they been 
going to remain. He trusted that they 
would be happy in their new sp_here of 
labour, and that the gap left at Welling
borough would soon be suitably filled. 
Mr. Burgess, for himself and wife, very 

heartily thanked the friends for their 
kindness, saying that the presents 
would Berve to remind them of the 
many kind and true friends they had 
left behind in Wellingborough. He 
also thanked Mr. Dnlley for coming 
amongst them on that oooasion1 and for 
the kindly remarks that baa fallen 
from his lips. Hymns were sun!{, and 
the Benediction closed the meet1ng.
Wellin(f borough News, November 7th. 

GRAYS (EBENEZER, THE GROVE).
Harvest thanksgiving services were 
held in the above Chapel on Wednes
day, Ootober 22nd, when Mr. E. White, 
of Woolwioh, preached in the afternoon 
from Acts xiv. 17. The preacher 
extolled a precious Christ, as the real• 
ised fulfilment of the promise that He 
left not Himself without witness. ·To 
the comfort of the child of God, who is 
hungering and thirsting after righteoas
nes~, he pointed out the rich provision 
God has made for all such, and the 
certainty that they shall enter into that 
rest that remains for the people of God. 
Tea was provided in the chapel, to which 
a goodly number sat down; after which 
a public meeting was held, the chair 
being taken at 6.20 p.m. by H. C. Turn
penny, Esq. Hymn 172 (Denham"s) was 
sung, followed by the reading of Psa. 
odv. Brother Wiseman sought the 
Divine blessing. The chairman gave a 
spiritual address, speaking of the good• 
ness and mercy of God towards us, both 
in providence and grace. Warm-hearted 
spiritual addresses were given by breth
ren W. Lowrie, J. Goldsmith, E. Wel
stand, E. White, and A. Licence. Such 
a kindred spirit was felt that, at the 
close of the day, we could take up the 
strain of the poet and say, 

"If such the sweetness of the stream, 
What must the fountain be?•· 

Our brother Marsh should have been 
present, but was absent through indis• 
position. Fervent prayers were offered 
on his behalf. 

LIMEHOUSE (ELillll).-Servioeswere 
held in the above Chapel to commemo
rate the 25th anniversary of the pastoral 
labours of Mr. F. C. Holden, and the 
19th anniversary of the opening of 
Elim, on Lord's-day, October 26th, 1902. 
Our pastor preached in the morning 
from Pea. cxxvi. 3, and in the evening 
from Numb. xxiii. 23. to the edification 
and spiritual profit of the Lord's people. 
011 Thursday, October 30th, Mr. 0. S. 
Dalbey (Surrey Tabernacle) preached 
in the afternoon a very precious dis
couree from 1 Cor. x. 4. Tea was served 
in the schoolroom, and a. goodly num
ber of friends were present. Oar be
loved brother, Mr. A. Boulden, presided 
at the evening meeting; Hymn 793 
(Denham's) was sung heartily, and a 
~hart Psalm read. Brother Nash offered 



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 37!) 

prayer. The chairman gave a very 
warm-hearted loving address, and in 
the absenoe of brother G. J. Baldwin, 
through ill-health, brother Beecher was 
invited to speak fi.rst, followed by breth
ren T. Carr, J.M. Rundell, J. Parnell, 
and O. S. Dolbey. Each address was 
loving and Rpiritual, being full of 
Christ and Hie salvation. 'fhe pastor 
thanked the chairman, and his brethren 
in·the ministry, for their willing and 
loving Christian services, accompanied 
with the Divine blessing, to the attain
ment of such a prosperous meeting both 
spiritually and financially, and warmly 
desired the congregation to give the 
heartiest vote of thanks possible. All 
hands went up in loving response. The 
oolleotions and kind donations, and the 
cost of the tea, subscribed by our own 
friends, amounted to the sum of £25, 
For these mercies we desire to give all 
the praise to our covenant -God, and 
may our heavenly Father reward all 
who so kindly helped us.-TBE 
DEACONS. 

CANNING TOWN (PROVIDENCE, 
SHIRLEY·STBEET).-The above place 
of worship was well filled on the even
ing of October 28th, when F. J. Catch
pole, Esq. (New Cross) presided over a 
meeting of friends and sympathisers 
with this Cause of truth in a dark and 
densely crowded neighbourhood. Br.i. 
J. G. Ward sought the Divine blessing, 
after whioh our chairman read the 
Word, and the secretary laid a state
ment before the meeting, which showed 
a falling off in the weekly offerings of 
late, owing to the faot of several mem
bers being out of employment; so that 
the collection would be used to meet 
current expenses, instead of being 
expended, as is usual, in the reduction 
of the debt on the chapel. The Church 
and congregation were making an effort 
by means of subscription cards to 
gather sufficient money to pay off the 
remainder of the debt, and also to put 
the building in a thorough state of 
repair, which is much needed. The 
Association had kindly granted them 
£5 towards the latter object. Then 
followed our president's speech, an 
address full of sound doctrine and godly 
counsel, which was much appreciated 
by all those who were privileged to 
listen to it. 'fhat good friend to Shirley
street, pastor W. H. Lee (Bow), next 
exhorted us not to carry too many 
burdens, for "your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things," and spoke from the word•, "I 
have taken of the things of God, and 
shown them unto you." The chairman 
now called upon pastor T. Jones (New 
Cross),whose presence at Canning Town 
afforded much pleasure, and who took 
Heb. xii. 18-2-1, his divisions being: 
11 Mount Sinai-no life ; Mount Zion-

life and light." Pastor J. Parnell 
(Stepney) now addressed the meeting 
from the words, 11 The Son or Man is not 
come to destroy men's lives, but to save 
them." His earnest speech was listened 
to with great interest, and we hope to 
hear him again at Shirley-street. The 
chairman now made an appeal to the 
meeting on behalt of the Lord's cause in 
this place, and, as a result, a good col
lection was made. Pastor J. Othen 
(llford) then followed with a beautiful 
discourse on the subject of " Divine 
leading•," and called upon us to remem
ber" all the way in which the Lord our 
God had led us." Pastor E. White 
(Woolwich), who, in order not to 
disappoint us at Canning Town, had 
come f?om Walthamstow, where he had 
been to fulfil an engagement for pastor 
E. Mitchell, who was laid by, delivered 
an address founded upon the wordP, 
"There is one Lord." His words were 
with power as he exhorted us all to 
look unto thP. Lord as the only Saviour, 
and beside Him there is no other. After 
the singing of the DJxology, the chair
man closed the meeting by pronouncing 
the Benediction.-J. W. 

LEYTON (GOLDSMITH-BO,l.D) .-The 
eighth anniversary of re-opening was 
held on Sunday, November 2nd, when 
Mr. J. H. Coulson preached from 1 Sam. 
xxx. 6 and 2 Tim. i. 12. On Tuesday, the 
4th, pastor E. Mitchell preached from 
Pea. xxiii. 5, noticing-(!) The prepared 
table; (2) The anointed head; (3) Tne 
overflowing cup. The usual tea was 
followed by a public meeting, presided 
over by Mr. C. J. Burrows, wbo read 
Pea. cxlv., and called upon :llr. H. 
Myerson to lead us to tne throne of 
grace. The secretary, Mr. U. Sharpe, 
then read the annual report, which, 
while unable to detail any great pro
gress, yet showed a spirit of gratitude, 
patience, and helpfulness, and also 
mentioned the near advent of six days' 
special mission services to be held. The 
chairman. after some encouraging 
remarks · touching the report, the 
proposed mission services, and the fact 
that the Church was without a pastor, 
called upon Mr. Mitchell to address the 
meeting, who based his remarks upon 
the words, 11 It is finished!" looking 
upon them as-(1) The voice of the 
servant ; (2) The cry of the sufferer ; 
(3) The shout of the conqueror; (4) The 
voice of prophecy, Pastor J.P. Gibbens. 
then spoke from 1 John i. 7, touching 
on the believer's position, in ·the light ; 
the believer's privilege, fellowship; and 
the believer's duty, to bear witness. 
Pastor E. Marsh enlarged upon the 
words, "This Man receiveth sinners," as 
an unqualified statement expressive of 
-(1) 'l'he proclamation of the Gospel_; 
(2) 'fhe sinner's hope; (3) The testi
mony of believers. 
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PLYMOUTH, EMMANUEL BAPrIST 
CHAPEL, NORTH ROAD. 

THE third anniversary was oom
memora.ted on Lord'd•da.y, Oct. 26th, 
and wa.s in the truest sense, "a hiirh 
~a.y." Two inspiring a.nd soul-sa.tisfy. 
mg sermons were prea.ched by tile 
pa.stor (Edwin M. Ba.con), and one in the 
afternoon by Mr. A. S. Ha.rbord (la.te of 
Portsmouth), which wa.s much blessed 
to both the sta.id sheep and blea.ting 
la.robs. Mr. Ha.rbord has recently in 
the Providence of God been brought to 
Plymouth, and being filled with the 
Spirit is a. grea.t comfort a.nd help to 
both the pastor and people. Good con
gregation a.ttended at ea.eh service. 

The following copied from the 
Western Daily .llercury gives the report 
of further services and tea. in connection. 

Continuing the celebra.tion of the 
third a.nniversa.ry of the a.bove pla.ce of 
wor~hip, pastor John R. Huntley, of 
Ba.th, on Wednesda.y a.fternoon prea.ched 
a pointed and powerful sermon ba.sed 
upon 1 Peter ii. 3, and spoke concerning 
tlla beginnings, JJrogress, and consum• 
ma.tion of the Divine life in the in
dividua.l subject and through the 
various assemblies of the Cllristia.n 
Church collectively, contrasting what 
was helpful to unity, growth, and per• 
fection with that which reta.rded, 
crippled, and crushed. The anniversa.ry 
tea. (held in tile Friends' Schoolroom, 
Treville-street) was well attended. 
Following the tea. a. public meeting wa.s 
held, presided over by the pastor of the 
Church, Edwin M. Ba.con, who was 
supported by the Revs. Herbert 
Ma.rriott, J. R. Huntley, J. Knowles, 
11,nd Messrs. A. S. Harbord, W. H. 
Howes, J. Tolcher, R. Bomyer, W. 
Loosemore, A. Wingate, R. Bradshaw, 
J. M. Bacon, and J. A. Medlen. The 
chairman applied the word "Hitherto" 
in reference to Jehovah's dea.linge with 
themselves; these anniversary gather
ings refreshed their memories, con
strained them to a.cknowledge their 
mercies, reminded them of the faithful• 
ness of God, and renewed their hope and 
spiritnal strength in running the ra.ce 
set before them. Incidentally, Mr. 
Bacon remarked upon the goodness of 
God toward themselves, demonstrated 
by the fact that whereas when their 
chapel was opened three years ago they 
were upwards of £800 in debt, now, 
with what was in the treasurer's hands, 
there remained only £130-(applause). 

Mr. John R. Huntley said he had 
heard mucll of the "Plymouth 
Brethren," and was rejoiced to find 
himself face to face " in holy fellow• 
shiµ and communion with those who 
were hie brethren beloved in the Lord " 
at Plymouth-(applause). He brought 
a message of loving greeting from the 
brethren at Widcombe liapti•t Church, 
Bath, to the Church of Emmanuel, 

Plymouth, and said he was thankful to 
know that in these days, when so much 
rubbish was offered and preached in 
some pll!-c~s, that at Emmanuel the 
Holy Spmt had tutored, trained, and 
set over them a pastor who was feeding 
them with the pure Word of God
sufficient in itselr to reclaim the 
wanderer, satisfy the prodigal heal the 
backslider, edify the saint, and so bring 
each and all to the perfect stature of "a 
man in Christ." 

Mr. A. S. Harbord (who was accorded 
a warm welcome) gave a stirring 
address upon the" Inner Life" as mani
fested in its power and vitality before 
the world and in their daily walk and 
conversation, enjoining his hearers to 
so " let their light shine before men 
that the:f might see their good works 
and glorify their Father which is in 
Heaven." At Emmanuel the light was 
shining, the simple Gospel was pro
olaimed in its fulness, and he was thank
ful for the privilege of hearing and at 
tim~s assisting their beloved pa.stor -in• 
sowing the seed of. the incorruptible 
Word of Life. 

The Rev. J. Knowles spoke upon the 
intdnsio legacy of the Lord-Peace. 

The Rev. Herbert Marriott gave a 
short interesting account of his visit to 
Jerusalem, and described the quarry 
from which the stones of Solomon's 
temple were taken, contrasting the 
desolation of the earthly house with 
the abiding and eternal character of the 
Rock of Ages, on which the Church of 
Christ was built-in which building 
every individual member was" a lively 
stone," forming colleotivelv a "spiritual 
hou~e fitly framed together "-a habita
tion of God through the Spirit. 

Mr. W. H. Howes very expressively 
set forth " the Power of the Gospel,i' 
and spoke of the oities of Corintq, 
Athens, and Rome, the scene of St; 
Paul's labours, which he ha.d visited. 

The meeting closed with the Bene
diction. 

THAME.-Our chapel has been closed 
for some weeks for cleansing, renova
ting, re-lighting, and heating. We are 
glad to report that everythinl? has been 
carried through by Mr. H.J. Tarry, the 
builder, to the satisfaotion of all the 
friends. On Sunday, Oct. 12th, the re
opening and Harvest thanksgiving ser
vices were held. Our pastor, W. 
Chambers, prea.uhed two excellent 
sermons: in the morning from 1 Kings 
viii.10, 11," The glory of the Lord filled 
the House of the Lord ; " and in the 
evening to a larffe oongrega.tion from 
Isa. ix. 3, "Joy m Harvest." On the 
following Thursday, the pastor's son, 
W. G. Chambers, of Richmond, preached 
in the afternoon a very appropriate 
sermon from the words, "My Name 
shall he there" (1 Kings viii. 29). We 
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then adjourned to the Town Hall for 
tea; this was pro;,ided in the Counoil 
Chamber at five o'olook. At Bill: o'clook 
we returned to the chapel and listened 
with pleasure and delight to a service 
of song, entitled, "Hymns and tunes of 
long a&'O," In this service we were 
assisted by friends from neighbouring 
Churches. Our pastor gave the historic 
readings. Thus ended the services in 
connection with the re-opening of our 
beautiful house of prayer and praise. 
During the five weeks we were away 
from the chapel, services were held in 
the Council Chamber of the Town Hall. 
The congregations were very good.
C. W. 

NOTTING HILL GATE (BETHESDA.), 
-THE 35TH ANNIVERSARY. Sermons 
were delivered Nov. 9 &nd 11. Those on 
the Sabbath-day by Mr. G. W. Clark, 
and on Tuesday afternoon, pastor E. 
Mitchell preached. In the evening a 
public meeting was held, F. J. 
Catchpole, Esq., in the chair. After 
singing, reading, and prayer, the chair
man in his address drew attention to 
Ephes. iii. where Paul's great wish for 
the Church was that they might be 
purged, bring forth more fruit; and be 
strengthened in the inner man (ver.16). 
Pastor Mitchell addres~ed those 
assembled on the words in Phil. iv. 6, 
" Be oareful for nothing," &o. George 
Muller's Orphanage he thought was a 
standing eJ:e.mple to us e.11 as to whe.t 
prayer oan do. Its founder avowed it 
as his first ende&vour to promote God's 
glory, and incidentally to 1'elp the 
orphans. Be thankful for. anything, A 
mmister supplying at a country service 
was much appreciated by those present, 
but all left without a.eking him to 
dinner. A oountryman seeing this said, 
would the good man mind coming home 
with him, and sharing wh&t he had. 
Chagrined &tthe slight he had received, 
he aocompanied his new friend. When 
they arrived at the ootta_ge a new dis
appointment awaited him, for there 
were only three herrings, some potatoes, 
and a piece of bread for dinner. His 
host asked a blessing, during which he 
thanked God that He had ransacked sea 
.. nd land to provide them a meal. 
This was done in so gracious a way that 
they both had such a spiritual fee.at 
that the minister said afterwards he 
had never had a more enjoyable meal. 
Thankfulness sweetens everything. 
That we are out of hell is a oause for 
thankfulness. Pastor Marsh delighted 
in the praotioe.l view of Matt. xvii. 5, 
"Hear ye Him," while He is with you, 
not build tabernaoles. Life and death 
hangs on what He has said ; the Alpha 
and Omega of every servant of His, So 
John ea.id, "I must deorease, but He 
must inorease." The soul that never 
embraces Him is lost for ever. The 

physician counsels his patient to follow 
his advice, eo much more does the 
Gospel claim &ttention. ~o name, no 
righteousnese, no blood like His. " Him 
that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise 
cast out." Pastor J. E. Flegg spoke 
from Gen. xlix. 18, "I have waited." 
Wait Gods time. De.vid had to we.it. 
Paul says the same, &nd in our own 
Christian life we have to say, "I he.ve 
waited for Thy salvation." " Re died 
for me," we want sometimes the restora
tion of the joy of it. He wae pleased tJ 
hear the persona.I experience emphasized 
by our brother Me.rsh. Pastor Chilvers 
said, " Cease ye from man," &nd ·• Trust 
in God" were two texts that had pressed 
themselves on his mind. God only is 
worthy of our confidence. God often 
sweeps everything else away, and we 
are then blessedly taught to depend on 
Him. God's was the power that created 
and divided the Red Sea, was with 
Daniel in the den, and in the furnace 
with the children. There is a p"th from 
our wit's end to the power of God. One 
of the greatest of blessings is the.t" God 
is love." It knows no beginning nor 
end. There were two sides of the Red 
Sea, the better one was where they sang 
Hie praise for deliverance. The physician 
said,•· One day at a time," to hie patient 
who wanted to rise from his bed, and 
one day at a time the Christian must 
live with a measure of grace. The 
oollections amounted to £7 Hs.
W. C. B. 

SOHO (SHAFTESBURY·AVENUE).-A 
special meeting took place on Tuesday, 
October 7th, in connection with the 
completion of the tablet erected to the 
memory of the late revered pastor, 
John Box. The memorial is placed in 
a prominent position near the pulpit. It • 
is in granite, supported by noble pillars, 
giving a grand effect, and bears a suit
able inscription to one who was so 
devoted to his people, and held in such 
esteem by them. A social tea was pro
vided in the schoolroom, at which other 
Churches were well represented by 
many friends. In the evening the 
meeting was presided over by Mr. W. J. 
Styles. The building we.swell filled by 
a large congregation, many ministers 
being present, and the family of the late 
pastor were represented. The chairman 
having read a short Psalm befitting the 
occasion rPquested Mr. J. Bush to offer 
prayer. Mr. Styles in his opening ad
dress r£quested the ministerial brethren 
who were engaged to speak to give 
words of encouragement to the Church 
and congregation. Mr. Ackland based 
hie remarks upon Psa. x=vii. 7," Rest 
in the Lord,'' and exhorted his hearers 
to wait patiently upon and for God. It 
did not mean laziness, indifference, or 
carelessness. but it meant to trust, 
commit, delight-these were pre.otical 
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steps ; also with all prayer and diligence 
we should bring all to the Lord, waiting 
c!l.lmly and in confidence. The chair
man then called upon the senior deacon, 
Mr. Simpsont to speak, who, in respond
ing, thankeJ the friends for their 
presence and sympathy, and stated that 
over 140 donors had subscribed to the 
fund in connection with the memorial. 
He concluded by readini;c the inscription 
placed thereon. Mr. Thomas referred 
to the sorrowing family in loving and 
tender words, and spoke from the words, 
•; A man in Christ." He had been 
wondering what the rapture of that 
soul must be who had served God so 
well on earth, and had heard the wordP, 
" Well done, good and faithful servant." 
Mr. Hutchinson gave words of tender 
concern to the bereaved Church, and 
said that the late i;astor could have no 
successor : other men of God may 
labour, but his work was finished, and 
none could step in his place. He paid a 
high tribute of prai~e to the character 
-0f the departed, an.d thanked God for 
the grace manifested in him, and said 
many from the depths of their heart 
could say,'· He being dead yet speaketh." 
Mr. Bush said that the glorified pastor 
had a warm place in his memory ; the 
address was based on the lovingkindness 
-of the Lord. To God we may tell and 
confess our sins, which brings us to His 
feet, and everlasting kindness could 
never fail, for we have His tender, 
loving affection towaras us, who had 
been afflicted, and who shared our 
eorrows. and who say to the afflicted 
ones, "I· will never leave thee," Mr. 
Belcher said God had taken away a 
pastor, a friend, and a father from the 
Denomination. It is truly said the 
Lord buries His servants, but carries on 
His work, but we may rest in the love 
-0f our Heavenly Father. As a minister 
-the departed one was blameless, his 
character was gentle and kind. Though 
gone the memory remains the same, and 
that his l~bours were never ended till 
they ended him; and by God's grace we 
may seek to imita.te his example, as he 
imitated Christ, for truly he was a great 
man, and did a noble work. The speaker 
closed by inspirinl!' words of hope to go 
forward, and wait for God, till He 
should reveal His smiling face. A hymn 
having been sung the Benediction 
terminated a spiritual season. Special 
hymns were heartily sung suitable for 
the occasion. 

ELTHAM. -A public meeting, in 
-connection with the Tract Society and 
the Adult Bible-class, was held on Oct. 
23rd. F. J. Catchpole, Esq, preEided. 
Not having accommodation in our 
" upper room," the inevitable tea hcid to 
be dispensed with. Prayer for the 
Master's presence and blessing was 
.offered by brother Lane of Bexley 

Heath. The secretary of the Tract 
Society, Miss Clara Nelson, read an able 
report of the .year's work; and our 
pastor, Mr. Samuel Banb, in the 
absence of Mr. Harwood Smith, the 
secretary of the Bible-class, read the 
report of that branch, Both reports 
showed good work done for " His sake." 
Mr. Catchpole, in a stirring and en• 
couraging address, gave some reminis
oenoes of his own early work in tract 
distributing and Bible-class work. 
Pastor W. H. Rose, of "Carmel," Wool
wioh, gave an outline of a Bible-class 
reading on "Sin and its Removal." 
Pastor E. W. Flegg, of Bexley Heath, 
gave a very encouraging address from 
the words," And Joash did that which 
was right in the sight of the Lord all 
the days of J ehoida the priest," warning 
us against trusting in earthly powers, 
which will surely fail, but to trust alone 
in God, wholly depending on Him. 
Brother F. W. Foreman, of Lee, in the 
speech of the evenin!!', spoke from the 
words of Joshua "Be strong, and of 
good courage" (Josh. x. 25). The col
lection, by the kind generosity of the 
chairman, amounted to :£5 14s. 6l!d, For 
this we thank God and take courage.
E. O. G. 

SOUTH INDIAN STRICT BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

THE annual gatherings were held on 
November 18tli, 1902. In the afternoon 
representatives from most of the 
Churches interested in the work of this 
Society were present to listen to an able 
missionary sermon from rastor Winch, 
of Chatteris, formed out of the words, 
"Come over and help us," 

Tea was served in the schoolroom, 
and a public meeting followed, presided 
over by the President (pastor Thomas 
Jones), who read Acts xvii.; and pastor 
Thomas Henson (Woolwich) offered 
prayer, The chairman eulogized the 
missionary spirit which prevailed in 
the early Christian Churoh, when 
"each brand pluoked from the burning " 
became a bright and shining light in 
the midst of heathen darknes8, and waa 
filled with enthusiasm in the work of 
salvation. He traced the declension 
of missionary enterprise through the 
ages, until Carey and likeminded men 
took up the torch of the Gospel and 
carried it into other climes. He con
sidered if poets were born so were 
missionaries I They must be men of 
ea.notified commonsense, of true loyalty 
to Christ, and filled with faith in the 
Word, and love to the souls of men. 
He could emphatically say this was 
true of brethren Striokson and Brooks. 
They deserved our support and our 
prayers. Let us hold the rope while 
they go forth to seek and to save those 
who are lost. 

Pastor S. Gray (Brighton), the hon . 
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sec., gave a succinot report of the work 
during the past year. The intereet in 
the work had been well sustained at 
home. Over 100 Strict Baptist Churches 
were now giving a helping hand, 37 of 
them had reoently started, mostly 
among the Welsh Baptists, which had 
been visited by him during the month 
of September last. In India Messrs. 
Strickson and Brooke were carrying on 
a splendid work. There had been 25 
baptisms, and others were waiting to 
follow their Lord in the sacred ordin
anoe, There were 600 in Church 
membership, 65 preachers anjl teachers, 
and 450 villages were visited from time 
to time and the Gospel faithfully pro
claimed. The harvest thanksgiving 
services were largely attended aud over 
£35 oollected, making a total of £,70 19~. 
contributed by native Christiane for the 
Lord's work. The bungalow at Koilgate 
was finished and nine orphans located 
within its walls and 23 others waiting 
for admission, The cost of keeping and 
ecfocating one suoh was :£4 a year. 
Seven were adopted by various friends 
in this manner, and he urged it upon 
others to follow in their steps. 

Mr. F. J. Catchpole (hon, treasurer), 
read the balance-sheet, showing an 
income of :£919 Us. ll¾d. and an 
expenditure of £923 14s. 6d., leaving a 
deficit of £4 2s. 6¼d, 

Pastor G. W. Clark, of Islington 
(minute secretary). read the names of 
the Officers and Committee for the 
ensuing year; and their election and the 
adoption of the reports was moved by 
pastor J. Clark (Bethnal Green), who 
spoke briefly and to the point from 
Acts xiv. 16, 17. 

Pastor C. Guy (Gravesend) seconded, 
and spoke on the need of enthusiasm in 
missionary work if there was to be any 
success. 

Pastor Winoh (Chatteris) expounded 
the words " No man cometh unto the 
Father but by Me" in relation to 
missions. 

Pastor P. Reynolds (Lockwood), as its 
first president, gave some interesting 
reminiecenoes of the starting of the 
Sooiety, and rejoioed in the signal 
suooess with whioh God had blessed it. 

A vote of thanks to the speakers was 
proposed by Mr. T. G. C. Al'.lllstrong, 
seconded by pastor E. White ( Wool wioh); 
and a vote of thanks to the pastor and 
officers of Zion Chapel for the use of 
the building, and to the ladies tor the 
tea provided, was moved and seconded 
by pastors J. Parnell (Stepney) and G. 
W. Clark. 

The collections realised £18 16~. 0id. 

TOTTENHAM (EBENEZER).
Anniversary services of the formation 
of the Church were held on Sunday, 
Oct. 19th, and Thursday, Oct. 23rd. On 

Sunday morning, the pastor, J. P. 
Gibbens, preached from 1 Sam. vii. 12, 
his points being: the special and 
important occasion; the purpose for 
which the stone is set up; its operation 
on ourselves, "1helped us hitherto." In 
the evening from Rev. xxii. 17. Tt.e 
term used, "Water of life,"-the pro
vision of the Gospel of grace of God in 
the person and work of Obrist. Specified 
condition," Whosoever will." Natural 
will is opposed. Sinner wrought upon 
by Holy Spirit. Gracious gift, let him 
oome without money, merit, and satisfy
ing. On Thursday afternoon, pastor G. 
W. Thoma~, of Watford, preached from 
1 Peter v. 4, referring to the Chief 
Shepherd, Folit, Pastnree, Under
Shepherd, Lord's Second Advent, Are 
we Watching, and the reward, a crown 
of glory. Evening meeting, Mr. F. T. 
Newman in the chair. The chairman 
read. Mr. Myerson engaged in prayer. 
Pastor G. W. Thomas, of Watford, spoke 
from the words,·• One Lord, one faith, 
one baptism." One Lord, a Trinity in 
Unity, the Foundation of the Church. 
One faith, the faith of God's elect, cen
tering in the one Lord. One baptism, the 
baptism of tho9e possessing this faith, 
in accordance with Hie example and 
teaching. Pastor J. E. Flegg from the 
word~," Thou shalt remember that thou 
wast a bondman in the land of Egypt, 
and the Lord redeemed thee." The 
bondage of sin worse than Egyptian 
bondage, because Egyptian b:mdage 
ended with death ; but "the wages of 
sin is death." The deliverance from 
Egyp~ effected through a mediator, 
Moses; the deliverance from sin through 
a Mediator, Jesus. The remembrance 
of such bondage and deliverance tends 
to produce humility and gratitude, to 
strengthen confidence and to promote 
service, Mr. Langford from ".!.ccord
ing to the glorious Gospel of the 
blessed God which was committed to 
my trust." The Gospel glad tidinge, 
good news-of God, therefore, like Him; 
of love, grace, hope, peace, salvation. An 
everlasting Gospel. A glorious Gospel, 
because of its excellence and power. A 
magnet to draw, a loadstone to uplift. 
"Committed to my trust." Entrusted to 
Paul to preach, after conversion. Never 
entrusted to the unconverted. Not to 
be abridged, nothing to be appended 
thereto, no amendment to be tried. To 
be preached fully, fearlessly, and freely. 
Pastor C. Hewitt, of Ponder's End, from 
"The Lord thy God in the midst of thee 
is mighty." A living Presence in trials, 
in the midst, like a Teacher amongst 
Hie scholars, as a Captain in His army, 
as a Father among Hie family, as a 
Shepherd with His flock. Pastor J.P. 
Gibbens from the words, "Speak unto 
the children of Israel that they g.:> for
ward." Go forward in the enjoyment 
of the truths we hear, use all the means 
we can, go forward in the Name of the 
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Lord. in the strength of the Lord, to 
the eervioe of the Lord.-W. 0. 

Aged Pilgrims' Corner. 
SERVICES have reoently been held in 
con,nection with the Bexley Auxiliary. 
Mr. Pounds and his friends kindly lent 
their chapel, and provided tea. in the 
afternoon a.ftera. sermon by Mr.O.Wilms
huret of Blackheath. In the evening 
the Secretary of the Society gave an 
account of its work and preached on its 
behalf. Good congregations attended, 
and liberal collections were taken. Mr. 
T. F. Newman, the local hon. secretary, 
is workinir hard for the Institution. 
Amongst tho@e present were Mr. J. 
Piggott, Mr. Flegg, and friends from 
Mr. Lovely's congregation. Mr. Pounds 
brought the proceedings to a. close by a 
brief but forcible address - upon the 
Society. 

* * * A meeting ha.a also been held at 
Southampton, when the Secretary gave 
an address upon the Institution. Here, 
and at Winchester a.nd Portsmouth, 
mucb new interest is being evoked, and 
further local help will be heartily 
welcomed. 

' * * The special Annual Appeal to non-
subscribers have been issued, and is 
being widely circulated, the rapid in• 
crease in the number of pensioners 
rendering a. lar1re addition to the Annual 
S110scription List urgently necessary. 
Contributions of 7~. per annum entitle 
to one vote and to a supply of the 
Society's publications. 

* .. 
* The recent service at the Horneey 

Rise Asylum was nnusua.lly well 
attended. The la.dies held a Sa.le of 
Work in the afternoon. Tea. was pro
vided in the hall, and in the evening 
Mr. 0. S. Dolbey preached an excellent 
sermon from John vi. 39. The financial 
results were very satisfactory, and the 
inmates were delighted to mix with so 
many friends. 

t§ont Jomt. 
HARRIET STREETER, 

the beloved wife of Frank Ja.mes 
Streeter, entered into reet, after less 
than one short year of married life, on 
November lltb. Interred in Pirbright 
·Churchyard, November 15th. 

MR. JABEZ HART, 

of Gosbeck, Suffolk; member of the 
Strict Baptist Church at Orowfl.eld..t a. 
loyer of the truth, God's house, .His 
people and His ways. It had been hh 
desire to be permitted to attend the 
Lord's house as long as he lived. This 
was granted to him. He attended Divine 
service on Lord's-day, May 11th, and on 
the following day, May 12th, he received 
the message, "Come home." He was 
ta.ken with a. severe pa.in in the chest 
a.bout 10 a..m. Reviving a. little, he said, 
" What should I do now if I had not a 
good hope 7 Oh, blessed hope I'' Heap
peared cheerful during the remainder of 
the day, and said he had much enjoyed 
reading the Word of God, but passed 
a.way suddenly, sitting in his oha.ir, 
about 10 p.m., to be for ever with his 
Lord ; aged 71 years. Born of godly 
parents, at Stowma.rket, he manifested 
in his early life that grace is not trans
mitted by natural generation. Losing 
his father at 14 years of age, he ran in 
the ways of sin until he was eighteen, 
when a most solemn providence was 
used of God to bring him to seek His 
face. Out shooting, as he was pulling 
his gun through a. fence, it exploded, 
and the charge shattered one of his 
hands. Wrapping his hand in his hand
kerchief, he went home as quickly as he 
could, crying to the Lord to spa.re him, 
for he feared' that he would bleed to 
death ere he rea.ch~d his home, and his 
soul be lost for ever. The hand was 
amputated, but his life was spa.red. He 
now shook off his old companions and 
began to seek the Lord, and attended 
regula.rlya.t Mendlesha.m Oha.p'el. Under 
the ministry of Mr. Sa.ut his soul was 
greatly blessed, and he was ba.ptized by 
him, and joined the Church. He had 
been connected with the Church at 
Orowfl.eld for a.bout thirty years, and 
was often much favoured under the 
preached Word. He loved to read good 
books, but the Bible was his chief 

·favourite. Not long after his removal 
to Orowfield he had a. bad attack of 
small-pox, but was singularly favoured 
of God in this trying sea.so:::i. He was 
gr -'&tly blessed under the ministry both 
of the late and present pa.sto!' of the 
Church at Orowfield, both singularly 
bearing the same name-Mr. Ja.mes 
Dea.ring. He was of a. cheerful dis
position, and engaged in public pr&Jf:r 
in the sanctuary on the day before his 
departure, and appeared sweetly led out 
as if he were nearly home. His desire 
that he might not lay and suffer was 
granted, and now he is where pa.in and 
sorrow_cannot oome. 

"The lot is cast is very plain, "Fearless he entered Jordan's flood, 
And all my murm'ring is in vain: At p~ace with heaven he closed his 
'l'hen may I sit submissive down, eyes· 
Reio,cing Jesus wears the crown." His only'trust was Jean's blood, 

U ·1 h d b k d th h d In sure and certain hope to rise." nt1 t e a.y rea. , an e s a ows 
flee awa.y.-F. J. STREETER, I -0, HAR1:, 
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